
Tiger attack
GGaaddcchhiirroollii::  A 30-year-old
man was killed in a tiger
attack in Gadchiroli in
Maharashtra, while the
carcass of a leopard,
which may have died in a
fight with a big cat, was
also found in another part
of the district, officials
said on Monday. The
body of Kishor Mamidwar
(30) was found at 9am on
Sunday in compartment
number 6 in Porla Beat in
Wadsa forest division, an
official said.

Charge 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former Punjab
DGP Dinkar Gupta on
Monday took over as the
Director General of the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA), an anti-ter-
ror probe agency formed
after the 26/11 terror
attack in Mumbai, reliev-
ing CRPF chief Kuldiep
Singh of the additional
charge. Gupta, a 1987-
batch IPS officer of Punjab
cadre, takes over as a full-
time chief of the agency
after more than a year. 

Bomb threat 
GGwwaalliioorr:: Police conducted
an extensive search at
the Gwalior railway sta-
tion in Madhya Pradesh
on Monday after receiv-
ing a bomb threat call,
which later turned out to
be a hoax, officials said.
The bomb disposal squad
and sniffer dogs also
joined in the search, but
nothing suspicious was
found, they said.

Protest 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A group of
students, teachers,
activists and civil society
members staged a
protest at Jantar Mantar
here on Monday against
the arrest of Teesta
Setalvad by the Gujarat
Anti-Terrorist Squad, call-
ing it a “pre-planned con-
spiracy” and an attempt
to “silence” other
activists. Senior Congress
leaders Jairam Ramesh
and Ajay Maken also
joined the protest.

Arrested 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 33-year-old
man was arrested for
allegedly cheating a
schoolteacher on the pre-
text of getting his son
admitted to a govern-
ment medical college,
police said on Monday.
The accused has been
identified as Vikas Paras
from Uttar Pradesh’s
Kanpur. He holds a PhD
degree from an
Uttarakhand-based 
university. 

DISPLAY OF OPPN UNITY

Opposition candidate Yashwant Sinha with NCP Chief Sharad Pawar, Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi &
Mallikarjun Kharge, and SP leader Akhilesh Yadav during the filing of his nomination papers for presidential
election, at Parliament House in New Delhi, Monday.
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BRIEF

French President Emmanuel
Macron, right, greets Indias

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during the official 

welcome ceremony of G7
leaders and Outreach guests

at Castle Elmau in Kruen,
near Garmisch-

Partenkirchen, Germany, 
on Monday.

New Delhi/Guwahati,
Jun 27 (PTI) : Moving
against rebel Shiv Sena
MLAs, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Monday
took away portfolios of
nine ministers who have
jumped ship, while the dis-
sident MLAs took their
fight to the Supreme
Court, which kept in
abeyance the disqualifica-
tion proceedings against
them before the Assembly
Deputy Speaker till July
11.

In a relief to the rebel
Sena lawmakers, the
Supreme Court on
Monday kept in abeyance
the disqualification pro-
ceedings before the
Deputy Speaker of the
Assembly till July 11 and
sought responses to pleas
by rebel MLAs question-
ing the legality of notices
seeking their disqualifica-
tion. The SC, however, re-
fused to pass any interim
order on the plea of the
Maharashtra government
that there should not be

any floor test in the
Assembly and said they
can always approach it in
case of illegality.

A vacation bench of
Justices Surya Kant and J
B Pardiwala directed the
Maharashtra government
to protect the life, liberty,
and property of 39 rebel
Shiv Sena MLAs and their

family members.
Eknath Shinde’s son

and Sena MP Shrikant
Shinde said Deputy
Speaker Narhari Zirwal
had sent disqualification
notices to his father and 15
other dissident legislators
under pressure which is
evident from the Supreme
Court order.

The Speaker has rights
in the Assembly. He has
the power if anyone goes
against the whip in the leg-
islature. It does not apply
to anyone not coming for
any meeting. The ‘tugh-
laqi farman’ (the disquali-
fication notice) was issued
(by him) under pressure
and the court has shown

that today, the Lok Sabha
from Kalyan said.

Closing ranks with be-
leaguered CM Thackeray,
senior Congress leader
Prithviraj Chavan said in
New Delhi the ruling MVA
was strongly with the Shiv
Sena “whether in the gov-
ernment or the opposi-
tion.”

Chavan, a former CM,
said the political crisis in
Maharashtra was being
orchestrated by the BJP
from the national capital
with the misuse of central
investigative agencies.

In midst of the turmoil,
Shiv Sena Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Raut, who is lead-
ing his party’s charge
against the rebels, faced
ED summons which he
termed as a “conspiracy”
to stop him from fighting
against party’s political
opponents.

Raut, who is the Sena’s
chief spokesperson, said
even if he is “killed”, he
will not resort to the
“Guwahati route” taken
by rebel MLAs.

Elmau (Germany), Jun
27 (PTI): Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
highlighted India’s efforts
for green growth, clean en-
ergy, sustainable lifestyles
and global wellbeing, at a
G7 summit session here.

Prime Minister Modi,
who is in Germany on a
two-day visit from Sunday
for the summit of the G7,
was received by German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz
upon his arrival at Schloss
Elmau, the picturesque
venue of the summit in
southern Germany.
“Becoming pro-planet peo-
ple. Investing in a better fu-
ture. In the @G7 session on
climate, energy & health,
PM @narendramodi high-
lighted India’s efforts for

green growth, clean energy,
sustainable lifestyles &
global wellbeing,” Ministry
of External Affairs
Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi tweeted.

Before the start of the
summit, Prime Minister

Modi shook hands with US
President Joe Biden and
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau as the lead-
ers assembled for a group
photo. This was the first
meeting between Modi and
Biden after they met in

Japan for the Quad summit
in May. The two leaders are
also scheduled to meet in
July for the I2U2 virtual
summit of the quadrilater-
al economic forum com-
prising India, Israel, the
UAE and the US.

Srinagar, June 27 (PTI):
Shri Amarnath Shrine
Board (SASB) is pulling
out all the stops to ensure
smooth pilgrimage, sched-
uled to begin on June 30, to
the holy cave shrine hous-
ing the naturally formed
ice-lingam in south
Kashmir Himalayas.

Jammu and Kashmir
administration is also aug-
menting the efforts of the
Shrine Board by providing
fool proof security cover
along both the Pahalgam
and Baltal routes to the
holy cave, a senior official
said. While the board is
making arrangements for
the pilgrims intending to
undertake the pilgrimage,

it has also made a provi-
sion of online darshan for
those who cannot physi-
cally undertake the yatra.

“For the devotees who
can not come for the Yatra,
they can avail facility of
online darshan, pooja,
havan and prasad,” an offi-
cial of the SASB said. At
Baltal base camp, a 70-bed

fully-equipped DRDO hos-
pital had been set up for
quality healthcare servic-
es to the pilgrims. The hos-
pital, funded by Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare, will have X-ray
and ultrasound facilities,
general and oxygenated
wards, OPD, ICU, pharma-
cy and a laboratory.

Rajesh Soni

Surajpur, Jun 27: In this
modern hi-tech era it
sounds odd that students
are studying in open and
under a tree. But this is
true and that too in the
home district of
Education Minister. In
Choukapara of Orgi block,
as the condition of a pri-
mary school building is in
a dilapidated state, stu-
dents are forced to study in
the open under a tree. This
primary school building
which is in Pando tribe
dominated Biharpur
Chadni area is in a dilapi-
dated state since 2007 and
quite a number of times

ceiling plaster fell down
while classes were in
progress. Citing danger
school was shifted to a
rented building from the
last academic session but
as the rent has not been
paid now 43 children of
this school study in open
under a tree. It is a holiday
when it rains. The parents
and teachers have many a
times given verbal and
written complaints about

this dilapidated school
building but no change
has been witnessed.

Officers apprised with
condition

The condition of school
building and risk to the
students studying here is
already in the knowledge
of education department.
Applications were given at
the redressal camp and
local MLA too has been
made aware about it.

School teacher S Tirki her-
self informed to the offi-
cials of education depart-
ment but no response
came from the other side.
There are two teachers
posted in this school and
there is lack of infrastruc-
ture too. The non-payment
of rent has forced the
school authorities to va-
cate the building and stu-
dents are now studying in
the open.

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI): 

Allowing Biological E’s
Corbevax as a booster for
those fully vaccinated
against COVID-19 with ei-
ther Covishield or
Covaxin is likely to be
considered by the NTAGI,
which is scheduled to
meet on Tuesday, sources
said.

The Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI)
on June 4 approved
Corbevax as a precaution
dose for those aged 18 and
above. India’s first indige-
nously-developed RBD
protein subunit vaccine,
Corbevax, is currently
being used to inoculate

children in the age group
of 12 to 14 years.

“The National
Technical Advisory
Group on Immunisation
(NTAGI) will discuss al-
lowing Corbevax, which
has been cleared by the
DCGI, as a booster for
those fully vaccinated
with Covishield or
Covaxin,” a source told
PTI.

The government advi-
sory panel is also expect-
ed to review the trial data
of the country’s first
quadrivalent human pa-
pillomavirus (qHPV) vac-
cine against cervical can-
cer, developed by the
Serum Institute of India.

A separate HPV work-
ing group of the NTAGI
had, on June 8, examined
the vaccine’s clinical trial
data and usefulness for
inclusion in the national
immunisation pro-
gramme, sources had
said.

The recommendation
of the Standing
Technical Sub-
Committee (STSC) of the
NTAGI on reducing the
gap between the second
dose and the precaution
dose of Covid vaccines
from nine to six months
may also also be ratified
at the meeting to be
chaired by the Union
health secretary.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2277  ((PPTTII))::  

Schloss Elmau, the venue of
G7 summit in Germany, has a
deep Indian connection with visi-
tors being welcomed by Lord
Ganesha and a motif of elephant
running through the facility.
Official sources said the Indian
influence on Schloss Elmau,
which had hosted the annual
meeting of leading democratic
economies in 2015 too, is attrib-
uted to its owner Dietmar Muller,
who had lived in India in his
youth and was involved in chari-
table activities. He had also
made investment in the informa-
tion technology sector. A restau-
rant has also been named after
God Ganesha, who is associated
with new beginnings and revered
for his ability to remember and
judge. Several yoga and wellness

centres in Schloss Elmau have
Indian names, including Ananda
spa Restaurant, Jivamukti Yoga
Studio and Shantigiri spa, offi-
cials noted. They added that
Muller has spoken about the rea-
son for his deep India connec-
tion, saying the inspiration of
“individual freedom is very pro-
nounced” there. Inspired by
Indian architectural designs and
woodwork, he has brought the
majority of floor-to-ceiling win-
dows, furniture and curtains for
his hotel from India and other
Asian countries. Host to several
musical concerts throughout the
year, Indian classical music afi-
cionados from Germany and
other European countries flock to
the Schloss Elmau for an authen-
tic musical experience from
Indian artists, official sources
said.

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI):
The Delhi Police has reg-
istered a case of rape
and criminal intimida-
tion against Congress
president Sonia
Gandhi’s personal secre-
tary P P Madhavan on a
complaint by a 26-year-
old woman, officials said
on Monday. The woman
alleged that the accused
lured her on the pretext
of providing her a job
and had promised mar-
riage, they said.

A police officer said
the victim was allegedly
raped and threatened of
dire consequences by the
accused if she reported
the matter. “A complaint
was received at the
Uttam Nagar police sta-
tion on June 25. A case
under sections 376 (rape)
and 506 (criminal intimi-
dation) of the Indian
Penal Code has been reg-
istered. We are investi-
gating the matter,” said
M Harsha Vardhan,
Dwarka Deputy
Commissioner of Police.
He said the police were

investigating the allega-
tions levelled against a
71-year-old man who is
working as a personal
secretary to a senior po-
litical leader. Though the
DCP did not name the
political leader, officials
in the Delhi Police said
the allegations were lev-
elled against Madhavan.

The officials said the
woman lives in Delhi
and her husband died in
2020. The husband used
to work at the Congress
party office, they said,
adding that he used to
affix hoardings.

NTAGI to consider 
Corbevax as booster dose

For those vaccinated with Coivishield, Covaxin

Students sit in open due to non-payment of school bldg rent

Dilapidated school building. Students studying under the tree.

 Home district of
Education Minister

Alternative 
arrangement
being made

“ Very soon alternative
arrangement will be made
for the students studying in
the open and also the dilap-
idated school building will
be repaired.”

VViinnoodd  KKuummaarr  RRaaii
DDEEOO  SSuurraajjppuurr

India connection of Schloss
Elmau, venue of G7 summit

All set for resumption of Amarnath Yatra 

Amarnath Yatra pilgrims show their registration cards
before entering the Bhagwati Nagar-base camp, in
Jammu, Monday.

 After 3-year 
suspension

G7 SUMMIT SESSION

‘PM highlights efforts for green growth, clean energy’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday met South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa and
discussed the full range of
friendship between the two
countries, including further
expanding ties in trade, invest-
ment, defence and food securi-
ty. Prime Minister Modi, who is
in Germany on a two-day visit
from Sunday for the summit of
the G7, met Ramaphosa on the
sidelines of the G-7 Summit at

Schloss Elmau, the picturesque
venue of the summit in southern
Germany. Boosting engagement
with a valued partner. PM
@narendramodi and President
@CyrilRamaphosa held talks on
the sidelines of the G-7 Summit.
They discussed the full range of
friendship between India and
South Africa including ways to
boost trade and people-to-peo-
ple ties, the Prime Minister’s
Office said on Twitter.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi meets President of
South Africa Cyril
Ramaphosa, in Germany. 

Modi holds talks with S African Prez 

Rape case filed against
Sonia’s personal secretary

About the case
The woman alleged that
the accused lured her on
the pretext of providing her
a job and had promised
marriage. A police officer
said the victim was
allegedly raped and threat-
ened of dire consequences
by the accused if she
reported the matter.The
officials said the woman
lives in Delhi and her hus-
band died in 2020. 

DISQUALIFICATION ON HOLD

‘SC relief to Sena rebels’
‘Victory of Balasaheb, Dighe’

Rebel Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde on Monday termed the
relief by the Supreme Court to him and other dissident Sena
lawmakers as the victory of Bal Thackeray’s Hindutva and the
ideals of his mentor Anand Dighe. The Supreme Court has kept
in abeyance the disqualification proceedings before the
Deputy Speaker of the Maharashtra Assembly till July 11 and
sought responses to pleas by rebel MLAs questioning the
legality of notices seeking their disqualification.

Rebel Maha ministers lose portfolios
A week into the political crisis - which was triggered when Shiv Sena minister Eknath Shinde, who has
claimed the support of more than three dozen party MLAs, raised a banner of revolt against the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government - both sides have refused to blink and appear prepared for a long fight.
An official statement said the portfolios of the rebel ministers led by cabinet member Shinde, who are
camping in Guwahati, have been handed over to other ministers in the Thackeray-led government for ease
of administration. After the revolt led by Shinde on June 21 which has pushed the state goveremnt to the
brink, and Monday’s action by the chief minister, the Shiv Sena, which heads the MVA, now has four cab-
inet ministers, including CM Uddhav Thackeray, his son Aaditya Thackeray, Anil Parab and Subhash Desai. 
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BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2277:: With the initiative
of Mayor Neeraj Pal, five
Dhanwantri Medical Stores
have been opened in Bhilai,
where people are getting good
quality medicines at affordable
prices. People from other dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh are also
visiting Dhanwantri Medical
Store in Bhilai to purchase med-
icines. A person from Bijapur,
the tail end of Chhattisgarh has
become a regular customer of
this medical store in Bhilai.
Ashok Pradhan, who resides in
Bijapur stated that any
Dhanwantari Medical Store is
not operational in his city. So he
purchases medicines for three
months whenever he visits
Bhilai. He thanked Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel and
said that people are getting the
benefits from this scheme. He
added that good quality medi-
cines are available with dis-
counts. There are many benefi-
ciaries of other cities who are
visiting Bhilai to purchase medi-
cines. This innovative initiative
in the health sector ensures
availability of medicines even to
the weaker sections of the soci-
ety. So far, 7500 people have

got the benefit of a discount of
about 10 lakhs from this
scheme. The stock of medicines
has increased. Bhilai Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Prakash Surve is regularly mon-
itoring the medical stores.
According to the public demand
and needs, medical stores are
being opened and efforts are
being made to make the bene-
fits of this scheme reach to
maximum people. 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Group of Institutions celebrate IYD
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2277:: The 8th International
Yoga Day was celebrated by the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Group of
Institutions in the Swami
Vivekananda Auditorium of the col-
lege with full enthusiasm. The pro-
tocol laid by All India Council for
Technical Education New Delhi,
Swami Vivekananda
TechnicalUniversity, Chhattisgarh
and Ministry of AYUSH,
Government of India was followed.
The Corporate Relations Manager,
Yoga Instructor and Certified
Counselor of the college, Rajiv Nair
made the teachers, students and
staff members of the college prac-
tice yoga on the theme "Yoga for
Humanity". 

This yoga practice program was
started with prayer, followed by
walking activities, various asanas
like Tadasana, Vrikshasana,
Padahasatasana, Bhadrasana,
Vajrasana, Shanshakasana,

Mandukasana, Vakrasana,
Makarasana, Bhugangasana,
Shalabhasana, Setubandhasana,
Surya Namaskar, Kapalbhati,
NadiShodhan, Bhramari Pranayama
and meditation were practiced. The
physical benefits of these asanas
are explained in detail.  The method
of reducing toxins and stress from
our body was done practically
through deep breath, inhale and ex-
hale. Spine care exercises were
done with body giant rotation to get
rid of frozen shoulder, shoulder
pain, joint pain.  The Chairman of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Group of
Institutions, Ajay Prakash Verma,
while conveying the best wishes to
all the teachers, staff members and
students of CSIT, CSIP and CSM
College, said that with the develop-
ment of mental and physical
strength through yoga and medita-
tion, the memory power also in-
creases. Yoga not only keeps our
brain but our entire nervous system

healthy and energetic. He ex-
pressed that every student should
include yoga and meditation in their
daily routine. It is a matter of joy
that today the whole world has ac-
cepted Yoga. Rajesh Verma,
Registrar, CSIT said on this occa-
sion that Yoga is very effective in re-
moving all types of depression.
Every day we should give some
time for yoga so that our body re-
mains fully energized. On the occa-
sion of International Yoga Day,
Principal of CSIT Dr Santosh Kumar
Sharma, Principal of CSIP Dr Ashok

Thuluru, Principal of CSM Dr
Chandrashekhar Sharma extended
their greetings. Among those pres-
ent were Registrar of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Group Rajesh Verma, Dean

(Admissions) Prof HR Chandrakar,
Head of Department of Information
Technology and NSS in-charge Prof
Prabhas Gupta, First Year
Coordinator Dr Shailendra
Kushwaha, Dr Padmini Sharma,
Head of Department of Electrical
and Electronics Engineering
Branch, Assistant Professors Anand
V Bakshi, V Hemant Kumar, Dr

Abhijit Ganguly, Head of
Department of Mechanical
Engineering Branch, Assistant
Professors Revendra Kumar
Deshmukh, Dr Saurabh Kumar Soni,
Mechatronics Assistant Professor
Pradeep Agarwal, Computer
Science and Engineering Branch
Assistant Professors Kranti Kumar
Jain, Simple RoopchandraKawade,
Teaching Assistant Panchkriti
Bharti. Information Technology
Assistant Professor Shashikant
Agarwal, Teaching Assistant Sweta
Mishra. Novel Kumar Sahu, Head of
Civil Engineering Department,
Praveen Mohapatra, Teaching
Assistant, Shubham Chandrakar,
Assistant Professor Maths Deepti
Sharma, Sports Officer Yogesh
Baghel, Administrative Staff SR
Meshram, Priyank Tiwari,
Vishwanath Thakur and a large
number of students were present
and benefited from yoga and medi-
tation.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 27: As per the
instructions of Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, the Excise
Department is conducting
a campaign against the
trade of illicit liquor in the
district. The teams of
Excise Department are con-
ducting raids and searches
at different spots.

Under this ongoing cam-
paign to control excise
crimes, 188 quarters (51.840
bulk liters) of country
liquor were seized from a
peddler identified as
LiladharYadav son of
Nirmal Yadav in village
Gudyari of Patan Block. In
another incident, the excise

team conducted a raid at
Hotel Mark Club Resort in
Risali, Bhilai. The Excise
team found that Birender
Thakur son of Vinod
Thakur and Manager Jata
Shankar Pathak son of
Mahesgwar Pathak were
operating a Bar in the club
without a valid license. The
team seized foreign liquor
of different brands includ-
ing 100 Piper, Bacardi Rum,
Black Label, Absolute,
Blackberry, Sula Wines,
Kettle One, Magic Moment,
Ballantine, Blender,
Signature, Red Label,
Breezer, etc (14.370 bulk
liters) as well as 9.850 bulk
liters of Beer of brands
Budweiser, Simba and
Heineken.

BJYM enlighten youth about
benefits of Agnipath Scheme 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 27: District
President of Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha,
Nitesh Sahu took up the
task to explain to the youth
about the benefits of be-
coming an Agniveer
through the opportunity
being provided through the
launch of Agnipath
Scheme for recruitment in
Indian Military by the
Government of India.

He explained that youth
recruited under this new
scheme, which has been
named as Agnipath
scheme, will be known as
Agniveer. He further said
thatsince Independencefor

the first time in the history
of Army recruitment, such
a big change has been made
in which youth from the
age of 17.5 years to 23 years
will be recruited in the
army for 4 years. On com-
pletion of service, they will
be given a lump sum of
about Rs 11 lakh. Going by

the implementation of this
scheme, many youths will
get an opportunity to serve
the country through the
army. Nitesh added that it
is after much study that
this scheme has been im-
plemented by the Union
government but the opposi-
tion party is opposing it,
negative things are being
spread about this scheme.
Regarding all these things,
the Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) is going to
the coaching institute,
Gym, Schools, Sports
Ground and making people
and youth aware of the
specifics of this scheme
and bringing forth the mer-
its of this scheme.

Shop Communication
forum organised at RMP 3

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2277:: A Shop
Communication forum was or-
ganised at SAIL-BSP's Refractory
Material Plant (RMP 3) recently.
RK Shrivastav, CGM (RMP) was
the Chief Guest on the occasion.
Ratan Mukherjee, GM, Sushanta
Pal, GM, Sanjay Kumar Nayak,
DGM, DK Verma, DGM, S
Shrivastav, DGM and other em-
ployees were present on the oc-
casion. 

RK Shrivastav, CGM (RMP) in
his address laid emphasis on
production and Safety and stat-
ed that we must follow Safe
work practices. Additionally, we
must achieve our targets while
adhering to Safety norms, must
work out daily targets with re-

spect to our Annual Business
Plan (ABP) and strive together
to achieve them. He lauded the
employees of RMP who regular-
ly create records. We face some
issues during rainy season but
we can achieve our targets by
being careful. Ratan Mukherjee
while expressing his views
talked about the importance of
RMP 3. We must be ready to
face challenges in the future, he
said. We all are experienced and
capable to face these challenges

and achieve targets, he further
added.  RMP 3'S Annual
Business Plan, Safety, Zero toler-
ance targets, new Circulars, pre-
vention from COVID 19 etc, felic-
itations were discussed in the
communication forum.

Chetna Sharma, AM, Rohit
Kumar Maini, AM, Vijay
Kumar, AM(Pers), Kalidas
Baghel, ALWO, Sandip Kumar
Sahu, PuranlalSahu and other
employees were present on the
occasion. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 27: On
Monday, Congress party
workers staged
'Satyagraha' demonstra-
tions at all the assembly
constituencies of the state
in protest of Agnipath
Scheme as well as Modi
Government's vendetta
politics targeting
Congress leader Rahul.

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel ad-

dressed the demonstra-
tion at his home con-
stituency Patan, Home
M i n i s t e r
TamradhwajSahu led the
agitators in Risali of Durg
(Rural) constituency
while PHE Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar attended
the demonstration in
Ahiwara constituency.

While addressing the
gathering, CM Bhupesh
Baghel said that the
union government must

have discussed the
Agnipath Scheme with
the youth as well as in
Parliament before imple-
mentation. Terming it to
be an anti-youth scheme,
Baghel said that it is an
insult of the brave
jawans. He alleged that
the Modi government is
selling out the national
property.

There are more than 26
lakh vacancies of govern-
ment jobs but the union

government is not provid-
ing job to the youth.
Ironically, the Indian
Defence Services Chiefs
are coming forward to
hail this scheme.

He added that the
Congress has always
worked to strengthen the
common people while the
BJP is busy in creating
problems for them. The
union government has
failed to check inflation,
rising prices of fuel and

unemployment.
Baghel further said

that the central govern-
ment is practicing vendet-
ta politics to target
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi. He said that
Rahul Gandhi is being ha-
rassed and ED is being
misused. A large number
of Congress elected repre-
sentatives and party
workers were present at
the Satyagraha demon-
strations.

BSP management pays 
tribute to SAIL’s ex-

Chairman Dr Krishnamurthy

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 27: Dr V
Krishnamurthy, Padma
Vibhushan and ex-
Chairman of SAIL passed
away on June 26, 2022. A
condolence meeting was
held at SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Ispat bhavan for
SAIL's ex-Chairman Dr
Krishnamurthy. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) offered flowers and
paid homage to Dr
Krishnamurthy.

Senior officers including
KK Singh, ED I/c (P & A),
Anjani Kumar, ED

(Works), TapanSutradhar,
ED (Mines), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), Chief General
Managers and other em-
ployees remembered Dr
Krishnamurthy and paid
tribute to him.

Dr Krishnamurthy's con-
tribution to SAIL during
his tenure as Chairman,
SAIL from 1985 to 1990 was
recalled. He played a signif-
icant role in SAIL's turn-
around. He served as the
Head of numerous indus-
trial bodies and also served
as a Consultant to many
companies.

Chief Minister inaugurates 
Hi-Tech Nursery in Sikola

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 27: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
inaugurated a Hi-Tech
Nursery in village Sikola of
Patan block on Monday.
The natural ventilated
shade has been built in this
nursery with an invest-
ment of Rs 3.08 crore. This
shed will provide the most
favourable condition for
growth of plants. The
growth of plants will be ac-
celerated by 5 to 50 times in
this shed.

The Chief Minister
planted a Kadamba sapling
at the nursery. He interact-
ed with the women of self-
help groups and took a
round of the nursery. The
specialty of Hi-Tech
Nursery is that planting of
exotic plants can also be
grown here. Forest
Department officials in-
formed the Chief Minister
that there is also a facility

of Green House Fan
Cooling.

This will also help in
planting of exotic plants.
The initial stage is very dif-
ficult for exotic plants. In
the ventilated net of this
nursery, the exotic plants
will be able to get immunity
in the safe environment.
Along with this, the germi-
nation of seeds can be done

in a lesser time in poly
house.

This will be possible
through the control of tem-
perature and humidity.
There will be no infestation
of insects on these plants.
Plant growth is often affect-
ed by insects and it be-
comes difficult to save
plants from damage by
them at an early stage.

Fertilizers can also be
easily used through drip ir-
rigation system. The Chief
Minister said that saplings
would be grown on a large
scale through hi-tech nurs-
eries. With this, tree planta-
tion will be encouraged and
work can be done in the di-
rection of spreading green-
ery.

It is worth mentioning

that boundary wall, forest
guard quarter, admin block,
support building, irrigation
system, etc have also been
constructed in the campus.
Preparation of 50000 plants
has been started here.

The Chief Minister also
had a photo session with
the women of self-help
groups working here. He
told them that the planta-

tion work has to be promot-
ed. Through this nursery,
the farmers of the area will
be able to get plants easily
and the production of horti-
culture crops will increase
rapidly in Patan area.

Minister of
Environment and Forests
and Climate Change,
Mohammad Akbar was
also present. He said that
hi-tech nursery would be
the best facility for the resi-
dents of Patan area. It will
also help in the develop-
ment of fruit gardens in
this area.

Having a hi-tech nursery,
the possibility of a large
market for exotic plants
will also be ready in Patan
area. PCCF Rakesh
Chaturvedi, CCF BP Singh,
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, Forest
Divisional Officer Shashi
Kumar and other officers
were present.

Congress protests Agnipath scheme 
& Modi Govt’s vendetta politics 

Risali Mayor conducts 
surprise inspection of office 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 27: Risali
Mayor Shashi Sinha con-
ducted surprise inspection
of the office in the on
Monday afternoon.
During her visit, she took
stock of the employees
missing from their tables
in the name of lunch.
Irked at about half a dozen
employees who were not
present at their workplace
Mayor Sashi Sinha gave
strict instructions that ex-
party action would be
taken in case they are

again found missing from
their tables during work-
ing hours. Speaker Keshav
Banchor was also present
with the Mayor during in-
spection.

The Mayor reached
Risali office at around
15:00 hrs approximately.
She inspected the Public
Works Department,
Finance Department,
Livelihood Mission,
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana and Pension
Branch of the Corporation
Office accompanied by the
Speaker. Later she sum-

moned half a dozen such
employees who were out of
the office on the pretext of
lunch. She gave clear in-
structions that strict ac-
tion would be taken
against negligence in
work or are missing with-
out any prior notice. One
day salary shall be deduct-
ed for missing day. In case
of absence for more than
one day, a show cause no-
tice will be issued to the
employee concerned. If
there is no satisfactory an-
swer, legal action will be
taken. After inspection
Mayor Shashi Sinha said
she would give the list of
those who were absent in
office hours to the com-
missioner. The MiC mem-
bers SanirSahu,
Parameshwara, Councilor
Vinay Netam,
Chandraprakash Nigam,
Rohit Dhankar etc were
present.

Excise department seizes
illegal liquor from hotel 

Over 7500 benefitted from 
Dhanwantri Medical Store scheme
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PLEASANT WEATHER

Rains in the evening hours some parts of the capital city made the evenings pleasant
here on Monday.

Ensure benefits of schemes to needy: CM
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2277::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel during the
‘Bhent-Mulaqat’ programme in
Sarna Ethnic Resort of Balachapar
under Jashpur VS area reviewed
about main schemes of the state
government and the works of the
officers and employees.
Motivating the officers to work for
welfare of the people and for
development of the region, Baghel
said that it is by increasing the
sources of income of poeple from
the state and to better their living

standard is state government’s
main objective.

CM holding the atmosphere in
the district favourable for agricul-
ture and horticulture crops asked
officials to prepare work plan for
production of horticulture and
floriculture crops. He gave
instructions to the officials that all
the benefits of all the public wel-
fare schemes be passed on the
poorest of the poor in the society.
Along with this he asked to associ-
ate more and more women with

Self-Help Groups to make them
economically independent.

CM asking officials to bring
down level of mal-nutrition in the
district, gave instructions to pro-
vide hot-well cooked food to make
Jashpur Anemia-free and ensure
its effective implementation. He
also asked to pay special attention
toawrds increasing ground-water
level, drinking water, water for
day-to-day use, irrigation related
problems through effective imple-
mentation of ‘Narwa’ programme. 

State players  to get opportunity to play T20, One Day and Test matches

Raipur, Jun 27: The first
general body meeting of the
Chhattisgarh State Cricket
Council was held on Sunday
at Vrindavan Hall, Raipur.
In  the meeting, cricket
lovers from all over the state
participated in large num-

bers for the development of
the game. The meeting was
started by lighting the lamp
and offering prayer to Lord
Ganesh. State convener,
Praveen Jain highlighted
the main reasons for the for-
mation of the Cricket
Council and its objectives,

as well as provided detailed
information about the con-
stitution of the institution
to the people present.
Praveen Jain said in his
speech that a large number
of cricket players in the
state fail to get  big plat-
forms, due to which

Chhattisgarh rank among
the last in the entire country
even after being such a pop-
ular sport. Without the per-
mission of the cricket coun-
cil, no events can take place
and it is not in their jurisdic-
tion to grant permission,
due to which there are tech-
nical problems in organis-
ing big events. For this rea-
son, mainly the talented
cricketers of Chhattisgarh
state will be provided big op-
portunities in regular T20,
ODI and Test matches etc.

Instructions to the officers for improving the arrangements in sports complexes

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 27: The com-
missioner of the Tribal
Department, Mrs.
Shammi Abidi has in-
structed the officers to im-
prove the arrangements in
all the sports complexes
run by the Tribal
Department. She also di-
rected to do adequate pub-
licity in their area to fill up
the vacant seats in sports
complexes at the earliest.

Mrs. Abidi was address-
ing the departmental re-
view meeting regarding
proper implementation of
departmental sports com-
plexes at Indravati
Bhawan on Monday. In the
review meeting, the assis-
tant commissioners of
tribal development, sports
teachers and coaches of
sports complexes were
present. It is noteworthy
that at present, a total of
19 sports complexes are
being operated in 16 dis-
tricts under the depart-

ment. A total of 1900 seats
are sanctioned in these
sports complexes with a
seat value of 100. In each
sports complex, every stu-
dent is given a complete
sports dress of Rs.3,000
once a year. This includes
one pair of tracksuits, one
pair of sports or warm-up
shoes, two pairs of stock-
ings and two pairs of
sports clothing. In the re-
view meeting, the sanc-
tioned and vacant seats in
the departmental sports
complexes were discussed.
Apart from this, sports dis-
cipline wise medals re-
ceived in state and nation-
al level sports competi-

tions and other important
competitions were dis-
cussed. It is to be known
that the children of almost
all the departmental
sports complexes have per-
formed well at the state
and national level.

If they are trained
under the supervision of a
good trainer, then their
performance can improve
further. The representa-
tives present in the meet-
ing requested to arrange
good gyms in the sports
complexes.

In the sports complexes
which do not have bound-
ary walls, instructions
have been given to build

four walls at the earliest
from the point of view of
security. Apart from this,
by reserving about 20 per-
cent seats after class 12th,
it was suggested to provide
facilities to the children of
sports complex to stay till
college education in four
districts of the state name-
ly Jagdalpur, Ambikapur,
Raipur and Durg.

Due to which, on the one
hand, junior children will
get the benefit of their ex-
perience, on the other
hand, if they perform
well in the sports compe-
tition at the college level,
the name of the respec-
tive sports complex will

also be there. Along with
this, it has also been sug-
gested to conduct career
counseling in relation to
what opportunities the
children can get after
class 12th.

Instructions were also
given in the meeting to
improve the basic facili-
ties in the sports complex-
es, to provide good quality
sports material and
sports clothes to the chil-
dren. In some districts, a
request was made by the
representatives to build
swimming bridges as
well. Instructions were
given to take necessary
action in this regard.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Mrs. Abidi said that
for the purpose of prepar-
ing good players in the
sports complexes, bene-
fits can also be taken by
coordinating with other
departments like sports
department, youth and
welfare department etc.
Additional Director Shri
Jitendra Gupta, Sports
Officer Dr. Chandranath
Bajpai, all the coaches
and assistant coaches and
other officers-employees
of the department were
present in the meeting.

Ramshackle buses ferrying students!

Raipur, Jun 27: As
schools have opened fully
in the city many private
school operators are using
ramshackle buses for fer-
rying children despite col-
lecting full amount of
transportation from their
parents. Many Unfit buses
were found during check-
ing by the police. As many
as 12 school operators were
fined for using unfit buses.

The police said that unfit
buses would be re-exam-
ined after necessary
changes in these vehicles

by the schools. Raipur
Police had sent a notice to
the schools and set up a
camp at the Police Ground
to check the buses. Traffic
SP Satish Thakur said that
145 buses came for exami-
nation. A fine of Rs 22100
was imposed by the
Transport Department
after defects were found in
37 buses. Buses will be
checked again on July 3.

A total of 191 people, in-
cluding drivers and con-
ductors working in school
buses, were also subjected
to health check-up. Senior
medical officers from vari-
ous hospitals of the city ex-
amined them. Police offi-

cials said the information
was sent to all educational
institutions. But only 12 in-
stitutions sent their buses
for examination.
According to them sending
such a small number of ve-
hicles shows negligence.
Therefore, on July 3, the
school bus check-up camp
will be organized again. If
the institutions do not
send the buses for exami-
nation again, legal action
will be taken against
them. The objective of ex-
amining school buses is to
prevent road accidents
due to malfunctioning of
buses, so that students
stay safe.

Campaign to ensure better services
to people of all wards: Daharia

Raipur, Jun 27: The
Minister for Urban admin-
istration and Labour Dr
Shiv Kumar Daharia inau-
gurated the ‘Mor
Mahapour mor dwar’ cam-
paign at Raipur Municipal
Corporation (RMC) here
on Monday. On this occa-
sion he flagged off the bus
with Mayor, Corporator
and team of officers of
RMC. This team will travel

to different wards of RMC
daily and give patient
hearing to their problems.
Under this campaign, gen-
eral citizens can contact
Mayor through phone and
apprised him about their
problems in the ward or
can even give suggestions.

Terming the launching
of this scheme ‘Mor
Mahapour mor Dwar’
campaign as one in favour
of citizens and hailed it.
He said that this cam-
paign will benefit the peo-
ple living in RMC limit
and in turn they will get
better services. Dr
Daharia said that Mayor

Ejaz Dhebar has made a
good beginning. At the in-
auguration, MAL Raipur
(Rural) Satyanarayan
Sharma, MLA Raipur
(North) Kuldeep Juneja,
Speaker RMC Pramod
Dubey and corporators,
public representatives
and officers and employ-
ees of RMC were present.

Under this campaign,
Mayor RMC Ejaz Dhebar
along with team of corpo-
rators and RMC officials
will tour different wards
of RMC and would know
about problems being
faced by the citizens meet-
ing them in person and

through telephone. In this
programme Mayor will
receive complaints and
suggestions through tele-
phone and for this citi-
zens can contact him
from July 27 to Aug 1, 2022
from particular waard be-
tween 9:00 am to 11:00 am
on phone No’s 9111666201
or 93011953201 and can
talk directly wit the
Mayor.

It is based upon the
complaints or sugges-
tions received, the offi-
cials will be directed to
find out prompt solution.
In the above campaign,
complaints related to
water, electricity, clean-
ing, roads, ration-card,
Aadhar card, Ayushman
Card, death and birth cer-
tificates, ‘Ashray’ con-
struction and repair
works; tap water connec-
tion, building permis-
sion, about illegal con-
struction works, voter list
and other services and
will take prompt action.
In addition to this they
will also ensure citizen
services related to other
government departments
viz. health, education,
women and child develop-
ment, labour, social wel-
fare, medical, revenue
and others.

CM directs Commissioner to check all cases

Jashpur, Jun 27: On com-
plaint of land-mafia being
active in the region, CM
Bhupesh Baghel directed
the Commissioner to
check all the cases within
15 days and submit the re-
port so that due action can
be taken against the guilty.

Speaking on the occa-
sion CM Baghel said that
cow smuggling is a big
problem not only in the
country, but in
Chhattisgarh as well.
Earlier taking care of cow
and having dairy farming

used to be means of eco-
nomic livelihood. But now
‘Goupalan’ has become un-
economical and the people
have started leaving addi-
tional cattle out in the
open. It is nation-wide
problem and it is the
Chhattisgarh which found
out a solution to it from

‘Goudhan Nyay Yojana’,
he added.

CM Baghel further said
that the villagers should
keep their stray cattle in
the ‘Gouthan’ and through
purchase of cow’s urine
and making electricity
using cow-dung would
make dairy farming more

economical and useful.
Baghel said that it is the
Chhattisgarh government
who is offering service to
‘Gou Mata’ (mother cow).
We treat  cow-dung cake as
sacred and the villagers
here are earning liveli-
hood collecting and selling
cow-dung.

CM further said that it
is our efforts that through
‘Mukhymantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana’, more and
more people are benefit-
ted. CM directed the offi-
cers to study about the
local crop, tea production
in Jsahpur and submit a
report. He informed that
he made declaration of
vegetable and fruit
‘mandi’ in Kunkuri and a
cold storage as well.

Cong stages ‘Satyagrah’ against ‘Agnipath’

Raipur, Jun 27: Congress
leaders and workers took
to streets on Monday in
protest against the
‘Agnipath’ scheme of the
central government for re-
cruitment in the defense
forces. Congress leaders
and workers staged
‘Satyagrah’ in different as-
sembly constituencies in
Raipur.

A demonstration was
held in front of Hanuman
temple located near Pt
Ravi Shankar Shukla
University Gate under the
leadership of MLA from
Raipur West Vikas
Upadhyay. Congress lead-
ers prayed for the wisdom
of the central government
by reciting ‘Sundarkand’.
‘Satyagrah’ was also
staged in different assem-
bly constituencies of the
state.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, who is MLA from
Patan assembly con-
stituency of Durg district,
addressed the gathering of
party workers in the area
and said that ‘Agnipath’

scheme would be danger-
ous for the country. While
people usually solemnize
marriage of their children
and grandchildren after
retirement, central gov-
ernment has brought a
scheme in which a young
man will marry after re-
tirement, Baghel said.

Congress had an-
nounced ‘Satyagrah’ in all
90 assembly constituen-
cies of the state last week.
Party workers started
gathering at the venue of
‘Satyagrah’ from 10 am on-
wards on Monday. Party
workers from Raipur
South assembly con-
stituency staged demon-
stration at Rajiv Gandhi
Chowk near Motibagh. On

the other hand, MLA of
Raipur North Kuldeep
Singh Juneja set up ‘tent’
in Devendra Nagar for
staging ‘Satyagrah’.

Meanwhile Congress
workers of Raipur West
set a stage from the
Hanuman temple located
near the University Gate
to the road. Party leaders
first worshipped Lord
Hanuman in the temple
and then recited
‘Sunderkand’ of
‘Ramcharit Manas’ amid
beats of dholak, jhal and
keypad. Protesting against
‘Agnipath’ scheme they
prayed for wisdom to cen-
tral government.

MLA Vikas Upadhyay
described the scheme as a

betrayal to the country,
saying that this would
weaken the armed forces
and disappoint youth who
have been working hard
for many years to become
soldiers due to provision
of four years of service.
The scheme will also de-
moralize the youth who
are aspiring to serve in
armed forces, he said.
According to Upadhyay an
atmosphere of anger has
been created among all the
youth of country over
‘Agnipath’ scheme, for
which the central govern-
ment of Bharatiya Janata
Party is responsible.
‘Agnipath’ scheme is also
like the three agricultural
laws and it will also have

to be withdrawn by the
central government, he
said.

Similar protests were
also staged in Bilaspur,
Korba, Janjgir,
Rajnandgaon, Dhamtari.
In Korba Congressmen
staged Satyagraha at
Subhash Chowk under the
leadership of Minister
Jaisingh Agrawal and MP
Jyotsana Mahant.
Targeting the Center,
Minister Jaisingh
Agarwal said that the gov-
ernment first brought a
plan to give army training
to the youth of 18 to 21
years and then 21 to 24
years for four years. This
is the time when the youth
become busy in college
studies and in such a situ-
ation, their life will be ru-
ined due to mere four
years of service, Arawal
added. A large number of
Congress workers gath-
ered in Janjgir’s Kutcheri
Chowk under the leader-
ship of former MLA
Motilal Devangan and
staged ‘Satyagraha’ at the
venue. They demanded to
withdraw the scheme for 4-
year military service.
Congress leaders alleged
that the scheme would de-
moralize the country’s
army.

Reads
‘Sunderkand’, pray-
ing for wisdom to
central government

Of land-mafia being
active in region;
submit report in 
15 days

Flags off bus for
‘Mor mahapour,
mor Dwar’ cam-
paign

37 school buses
found unfit

Shammi Abidi
reviewed 19 sports
complexes in the
state

Decision taken in
the first general
body meeting of
Chhattisgarh
Cricket Council  
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CEREMONY OF THE KEYS

Britains Queen Elizabeth II inspects the keys presented by Lord Provost Robert
Aldridge, left, during the Ceremony of the Keys on the forecourt of the Palace of
Holyroodhouse in Edinburgh, Monday.

Seoul urges China, Russia to prevent
North Korean nuke test

Seoul, Jun 27 (AP) 

A top South Korean offi-
cial said Monday that
North Korea is increasing-
ly targeting the South with
its nuclear arms pro-
gramme, and urged China
and Russia to persuade the
North not to conduct a
widely expected nuclear
test.

Unification Minster
Kwon Youngse’s com-
ments came after North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un re-emphasised his nu-
clear ambitions in a key
military meeting last week
and approved unspecified
new operational duties for
front-line army units.

Experts say North
Korea could be planning to
deploy battlefield nuclear
weapons along its tense
border with South Korea.
During a prolonged stale-
mate in nuclear diploma-
cy, North Korea has spent
much of the past three

years expanding its arse-
nal of short-range solid-
fuel missiles that are po-
tentially capable of evad-
ing missile defences and
striking targets through-
out South Korea, includ-
ing US bases there.

US and South Korean of-
ficials say that North
Korea has all but finished
preparations for its first
nuclear test since
September 2017, when it
claimed to have detonated
a thermonuclear war-
head designed for inter-
continental ballistic mis-
siles.

North Korea may use
its next nuclear test to
claim that it has acquired
the ability to build small
nuclear warheads that
can be placed on short-
range missiles or other
new weapons systems it
has demonstrated in re-
cent months, analysts say.

Kwon, who oversees
South Korea’s relations

with North Korea, said at
a news conference that
the North is exploiting a
favourable environment
to push ahead with
weapons development
and overturn the regional
status quo as the US-led
West remains distracted
over Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

He said North Korea’s
nuclear ambitions pose a
very serious and funda-
mental threat to South
Korea and that Seoul is
preparing stern counter-
measures in response to a
possible North Korean
nuclear test. He didn’t
elaborate.

North Korea’s transi-
tion in weapons develop-
ment from long-range bal-
listic missiles to short-
range ballistic missiles,
from strategic nuclear
weapons to tactical nu-
clear weapons, is obvious-
ly targeted toward South
Korea, Kwon said.

India, UK to set up joint Commonwealth
Diplomatic Academy programme

London, Jun 27 (PTI) 

India and the UK will
create a joint
C o m m o n w e a l t h
Diplomatic Academy
programme to train
young and aspiring
diplomats from both na-
tions.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
and his UK counterpart,
Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss, announced plans
for the establishment of
the new academy to
jointly promote
Commonwealth values
after a meeting in
Rwanda last week.

Graduates from the
programme will play a
crucial role in deliver-
ing a rejuvenated
Commonwealth united
in support of self-deter-
mination, Truss said.

In an increasingly
geopolitical world, we

must champion the
Commonwealth values
of democracy and sov-
ereignty. The UK and
India are helping to
build a modern
Commonwealth fit for
the 21st century and de-
livering tangible bene-
fits for its members, she
said.

That’s why we are
working together on a
new Commonwealth
Diplomatic Academy
programme, which will
equip young diplomats
with expertise and
training they will need
to tackle the global chal-
lenges we face, she
added.

The leaders, who met
at the Commonwealth
Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM) in
Kigali, issued a joint
statement to underline
the value of a strong
and revitalised

Commonwealth family ,
fit for the 21st century
and delivering tangible
benefits for all mem-
bers. Both ministers are
pleased to announce
that a joint India-UK
C o m m o n w e a l t h
Diplomatic Academy
programme is to be
hosted in New Delhi,
India. The Academy
programme will equip
young diplomats from
all Commonwealth
Member States with ex-
pertise and training on
global challenges, the
joint statement reads.

They underlined the
UK and India’s commit-
ment to delivering a
truly connected, innova-
tive and transformative
future for the
Commonwealth family
which supports the
needs and expectations
of all Member States, it
adds.

UK MPs to vote on reworking
parts of Brexit deal

London, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Britain’s MPs are set to
vote on Monday on a new
legislation tabled by the
government that would
give ministers the power
to rework or drop parts of
the post-Brexit agree-
ment, a move termed as
illegal by the EU.

The Northern Ireland
Protocol Bill, tabled in
the House of Commons
earlier this month, seeks
to change the protocol to
make it easier for some
goods to flow from Great
Britain to Northern
Ireland, the UK territo-
ry which borders the
European Union (EU)
member-state Republic
of Ireland.

While the UK has
claimed the protocol is
undermining peace in
the region, the EU has
threatened to take a

legal action against
such a move.

After a debate in the
Commons on Monday,
MPs are expected to
vote on whether the bill
can proceed for further
consideration.

“This legislation will
fix the problems the pro-
tocol has created, ensur-
ing that goods can flow
freely within the UK,
while avoiding a hard
border and safeguard-
ing the EU single mar-
ket, UK Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss said
in a statement ahead of
the vote.

“A negotiated solution
has been and remains
our preference, but the
EU continues to rule out
changing the protocol it-
self even though it is
patently causing seri-
ous problems in
Northern Ireland which

therefore means we are
obliged to act,” she said.

Opposition Labour
Party leader Sir Keir
Starmer has said that
his party will vote
against the legislation
and British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson
may face opposition
from his own
Conservative back-
benches amid ongoing
discontent over his lead-
ership in the wake of
the partygate scandal.

The protocol is part of
the 2019 Brexit deal and
keeps Northern Ireland
in the EU’s single mar-
ket for goods, prevent-
ing a hard border with
the Republic of Ireland.
But it means checks on
some items which come
into Northern Ireland
from other parts of the
UK, creating a trade
border in the Irish Sea.

Pak’s participation in BRICS
dialogue ‘blocked’: FO

Islamabad/Beijing, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Pakistan on Monday al-
leged that “one member”
of the BRICS grouping
blocked its participation
in a virtual meeting held
on the sidelines of the
bloc’s recent summit host-
ed by China.

The Foreign Office (FO)
said Pakistan has noted
that this year a high-level
dialogue on global devel-
opment was held as a side
event at the 14th summit
of BRICS nations —
Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa. A
number of
developing/emerging
economies were invited to
the side event.

It said China being the
host country engaged
with Pakistan before the
BRICS meetings, where
decisions are taken after

consultations with all
BRICS members, includ-
ing extending invitations
to non-members.

Regrettably one mem-
ber blocked Pakistan’s
participation, the FO said.

Though the FO did not
name any country, it was
apparently referring to
India, given the history of
the relationship between
the two nations.

The bilateral relations
deteriorated after India
announced withdrawing
the special powers of
Jammu and Kashmir and
bifurcation of the state
into two union territories
in August, 2019.

Pakistan expressed its
hope that future decisions
of the group would be
based on inclusivity .

However, we do hope
that future engagement of
the organisation would be

based on the principles of
inclusivity keeping in
view the overall interests
of the developing world
and in a manner that is de-
void of narrow geo-politi-
cal considerations, it said.

When asked about
Pakistan’s participation
in the event, Chinese
Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijia
in Beijing said: “The deci-
sion to hold the high-level
dialogue on global devel-
opment was based on con-
sultation among BRICS
countries.”

“China and Pakistan
are all-weather strategic
cooperative partners.
Pakistan is an important
member of the group of
friends of a global devel-
opment initiative. China
highly values the impor-
tant role of Pakistan in
promoting global develop-

ment and advancing the
implementation of the UN
2030 agenda for a sustain-
able development and
boating regional coopera-
tion,” he said.

“China and Pakistan
maintain close communi-
cation and coordination.
We have conducted sub-
stantial cooperation in the
field of development,
which has delivered tangi-
ble benefits to the people
of both countries and the
region,” he added.

“China will continue to
make Pakistan a priority
partner in implementing
a global development ini-
tiative and continue to
work with the country to
advance the global devel-
opment agenda,” Zhao
said, without directly
commenting on the ques-
tion raised by a Pakistani
journalist.

BRIEF

Soldiers killed  
Islamabad: At least
two Pakistani soldiers
and seven terrorists
were killed in a clash
between security
forces and the rebels
in the northwest trou-
bled tribal region of
the country, the Army
said on Monday. The
fire exchange took
place in the Ghulam
Khan Kalle area of
North Waziristan dis-
trict on Sunday, ac-
cording to a statement
by the Army. Troops
effectively engaged
the terrorists and re-
sultantly, seven of
them were killed, the
Army said, adding
weapons and ammu-
nition were also re-
covered from the ter-
rorists who remained
actively involved in
several terror activi-
ties against security
forces. The forces
were carrying out
clearance operations
in the areas to elimi-
nate any other terror-
ists found in the vicin-
ity.

Pride shooting 
Oslo: The suspect in
Saturday’s mass
shooting during an
LGBTQ festival in
Oslo has agreed to be
held in pretrial cus-
tody for four weeks
and will therefore not
appear in court on
Monday, a Norwegian
court said. Zaniar
Matapour, a 42-year-
old Norwegian citizen
originally from Iran,
was arrested shortly
after the predawn
shooting in Oslo’s
nightlife district and
was held on suspicion
of murder, attempted
murder and terror-
ism. Two people were
killed and more than
20 were wounded in
what the Norwegian
security service
called an Islamist ter-
ror act. The motive is
unknown and
Matapour has refused
to explain his actions
to investigators. His
lawyer, John
Christian Elden, said
that his client objects
to having his state-
ment recorded and
videotaped unless po-
lice release the entire
recording to the pub-
lic with no time delay
so it won’t be cen-
sored or manipulated.
Recording interroga-
tions is a standard po-
lice practice.

Train collides 
Prague: A bullet
train collided with an
engine in a train sta-
tion in northeastern
Czech Republic
Monday, killing one
person and injuring
five. Czech Railways
said the accident took
place early in the
morning in the town
of Bohumin, shortly
after the departure of
the Pendolino train
for Prague. The driver
of the bullet train was
killed, while four
Czech Railways em-
ployees on the engine
and one on the train
were injured. It was
unclear whether the
engine was moving at
the time of the head-
on crash. Rescuers
said no passengers
were injured.

Captive soldiers
Cairo: Sudan’s mili-
tary says Ethiopia has
killed seven Sudanese
soldiers and a civilian
who were held captive
by Addis Ababa, the
latest sign of the dete-
riorating ties between
the two east African
nations. A Sudanese
military statement
late Sunday described
the killings as a cow-
ardly act and added
that Khartoum will
retaliate accordingly.

Chief justice resigns amid
corruption allegations

Abuja, Jun 27 (AP)
Nigeria’s highest judicial
officer has resigned, an
aide said Monday, a week
after the country’s
Supreme Court justices ac-
cused the top-ranking
judge of corruption.
Justice Tanko
Muhammad denies the al-
legations.

Justice Muhammad re-
signed as the Chief Justice
of Nigeria on Sunday
night, his spokesperson
told The Associated Press.
But he didn’t provide an
explanation for his deci-
sion, though local
Channels Television cited
health reasons, quoting
unnamed sources.

The 68-year-old was ap-
pointed Nigeria’s chief
justice in July 2019, replac-
ing Walter Onnoghen who
was prosecuted on corrup-
tion charges. Muhammad’s
resignation comes a week
after 14 Supreme Court
judges drafted a rare letter
accusing him of graft.

Sloviansk, Jun 27 (AP) 

Russia was mounting an
all-out assault on the last
Ukrainian stronghold in the
eastern Luhansk region,
pouring fire” on the city of
Lysychansk from the
ground and air, the local
governor said Monday, as
Western leaders met to dis-
cuss ways of bolstering
support for Kyiv.

Luhansk Gov. Serhiy
Haidai said Russian forces
were pummeling
Lysychansk after captur-
ing the neighboring city of
Sievierodonetsk in recent
days. It’s part of a stepped-
up Russian offensive to
wrest the broader Donbas
region from Ukrainian
government control in
what Western experts say
has become the new main
goal of President Vladimir
Putin’s war in Ukraine,
now in its fifth month.

They’re pouring fire on
the city both from the air
and from the ground. After

the takeover of
Sievierodonetsk, the
enemy army has concen-
trated all its forces on cap-
turing (our) last strong-
hold in the Luhansk re-
gion: Lysychansk, Haidai
told The Associated Press.

The Russians were try-
ing to blockade the city
from the south, destroy-
ing everything that their

artillery and multiple
rocket launchers can
reach, Haidai said.

Over the past week, the
Russian army has cap-
tured several villages and
towns southeast of
Lysychansk, now a staging
area for airstrikes and

shelling attacks.
The office of President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
at least six civilians were
killed and 31 others injured
as part of intense Russian
shelling against various
cities over the past 24 hours
including Kyiv and major
cities in the country’s south
and east.

It said Russian rocket at-
tacks killed two and injured
five overnight in Kharkiv,
Ukraine’s second-largest
city, and its surrounding
area. Russian forces also
continued to target the
key southern port of
Odesa, with a missile at-
tack destroying residen-
tial buildings and injur-
ing six, including a child,
it said. The southern city
of Mykolaiv likewise saw
Russian shells hit civilian
infrastructure, including
a kindergarten, the presi-
dent’s press office said.

Russia ‘pouring fire’ on Ukrainian city 
as offensive mounts

Police officers put a dead body of a man killed by the
Russian shelling on the ground by his car in city center in
Slavyansk, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Monday.

New York, Jun 27 (PTI) 

A 31-year-old Indian-ori-
gin man was shot dead
while sitting in a parked
SUV down the street from
his home in New York, ac-
cording to media reports,
days after an Indian na-
tional was killed after sus-
taining an apparent gun-
shot wound to his head in
Maryland.

Satnam Singh was
found sitting in the car at
around 3:46 pm on
Saturday in the South

Ozone Park section of
Queens with gunshot
wounds in his neck and
torso, the New York Post
newspaper reported quot-
ing New York Police
Department as saying.

Singh was sitting in the
black Jeep Wrangler
Sahara borrowed from a
friend when a gunman ap-
proached and started
shooting, New York Daily
News reported.

Singh was rushed from
the scene to Jamaica
Hospital, where doctors

pronounced him dead.
Although police said the

gunman approached
Singh on foot, neighbours
said the shots came from a
silver-coloured sedan with
a black trunk as it passed
the Jeep. “(Singh) was
walking up 129th St. going
to the car and the other
car with the perp in it
came up, said neighbour
Joan Cappellani. [It] made
a U-turn, came back and
then Pow! Pow! Pow!’ and
then went down 129th St,”
she said.

Indian-origin man gunned down
while sitting in parked vehicle



Kharora, Jun 27:
President of Farmer
Leadership and Service
Cooperative Society of
Dharsiwa Kharora area,
Yogesh Chnadrakar has
said that the end of June
is going to come and the
monsoon rains have also
started, but many farmers
in the region have not got
DAP fertilizers.

Paddy sowing has been
started but it is unfortu-
nate that farmers need
DAP fertilizer in the ini-
tial state of sowing, on
which the Chhattisgarh
government and the cen-
tral government blame
each other due to political
monopoly, he said. A re-
quest has been made but
the administration is con-
stantly shunning its
words and on request
from the elected represen-
tatives of the
Chhattisgarh govern-

ment, the
F o o d
Ministry
of the
C e n t e r
has not
sent the
quota of

DAP fertilizer to the farm-
ers of Chhattisgarh, he
added. Due to not using
DAP fertilizer on time; all
the farmers of
Chhattisgarh are afraid of
reduction in production
and till today more than
80% of the population in

the country is dependent
on agriculture, he added
claiming that it is unfortu-
nate that both the govern-
ments are not ready to un-
derstand the constant
struggle of the farmers by
rising above politics.

He also said that  if the
problem of DAP fertilizer
is not solved in time, then
along with the farmers of
the area, a one-day protest
demonstration and vio-
lent agitation by all the
farmers of the area will
be done.

Collectors seeks clarification
from EE PWD, SDO CREDA

Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr  JJuunn  2277::  Collector Rajat
Bansal and Chief Executive
Officer District Panchayat Rohit
Vyas carried out review of devel-
opment works being done
through the construction depart-
ments in Bastar district here on
Friday.Collector sought clarifica-
tion from the Executive Engineer
of Water Resources and the Sub-
Divisional Officer of CREDA to ask
for delay in the works. EE PWD
number-2 was also instructed to
speed up the work. Collector
Bansal said that the announce-

ments made by the Chief Minister
should be taken up on priority.

In the meeting, CEO Vyas gave
instructions to complete the
works in time-limit and ensure
regular monitoring for quality of
works. District and block level of-
ficers of Public Works
Department, Rural Engineering
Services, Electricity Department,
PM Gram Sadak Yojana, Water
Resources Department, National
Highways, Creda Department,
Home Construction Board, Bridge
Construction and all other engi-
neering departments were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Police carry out parade 
of history-sheeters

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 27: The
police station Kotwali in
city called those with crim-
inal records here on
Friday. They were paraded
in the morning at Kotwali
police station. Many of
these criminals are facing
extradition charges of
from the district.

It was as per instruc-
tions of the SP this process
is going on in other police
stations as well. Police sta-
tion in-charge Eman Sahu
summoned all the miscre-
ants to the police station
and got them paraded and
while warning them and to
discard the crime works
and be more responsible
citizens, or else they may
face strict action.

According to the infor-
mation received from the
police, the history-sheeter
Laxman alias Gudda of
Kuharpara area, Chunky
Pandey of Vijay Ward, OD
and Tuttu of Maharani
Ward, Kartik alias
Calender of Itwari Bazar

and other criminals have
been called to Kotwali and
given proper explaination.
Rohit Nage, a known-
criminal of Vijay Ward, is
missing. Along with this,
many other miscreants
from other wards are also
missing.

DAP fertilizer demand not met

Social worker
Farooq challenges
Maoists for debate

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jun 27: Social
worker Farooq Ali has
challenged the Naxalites
by issuing a press release,
if they talk about ideolo-
gy and claim to be friend-
ly to the tribals, then
come and debate with
him. If he can't answer
their questions, then will
stop opposing Naxalism
and would give up.

They use gunpowder,
atrocities on women, and
further Farooq said that
last month, Naxalites
had brutally murdered a
woman including the
sarpanch's husband in
Sukma district, Farooq
Ali condemned the
Naxalites and said that
Naxal women  and he is
feeling ashamed and
very sad to inform that
the way they have been
tortured, Farooq Ali said
that he wants to ask the
Naxalites as well as the
social service organiza-
tion, is there no cost to
the lives of innocent
tribals.

Farooq Ali has urged
the women working in
the Naxalite organiza-
tion to raise their voice
on the atrocities being
committed against
women.

Collector expresses displeasure on
negligence in construction work

Central Chronicle News

Mainpur, Jun 27: The
newly posted Collector of
Gariaband district,
Prabhat Malik, arrived for
an official inspection of
villages and Kamar tribal-
dominated village,
Akhxighat, and visited the
Gauthan and ashram hos-
tel here. He also had a di-
rect interaction with farm-
ers and inquired about the
irrigation scheme run by
Creda department in vil-
lage Ganwarmud.District
Panchayat CEO Smt.
Roktima Yadav was also
present along with the
Collector.

Under the inspection of
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School operated
in Mainpur Navamuda,
the Collector expressed
displeasure about the
maintenance in the school

and computer room.
Seeing that there was no
arrangement for water
supply from the basin and
wrongly constructed
stairs with no electricity
power supply system, the
collector summoned the
SDO of the RES depart-
ment and reprimanded
them to fix the whole sys-
tem. Realizing the usage of
substandard level of furni-
ture and other materials,
the Collector said that
quality material should be
used, and no compromise
should be done in con-
struction of toilets kitchen
shed, children's cycle
stand, all around the
school premises.

Along with planting
trees, instructions have
been given to plant green
grass in the field and have
been asked to fix the entire
system in the school. The

Collector also expressed
displeasure on seeing the
quality of the fencing pole
in Kamar tribe dominated
village Behradih, in which
tree plantation work is
being done by the
Department of
Agriculture and
Horticulture, in which
fencing poles and wire
cords have been erected all
around but the cement
pole is of very poor quality.

Expressing displeasure,

it has been instructed to
put a new pole in its place
in a better way. The
Collector was accompa-
nied by District Panchayat
CEO Smt. Roktima Yadav,
Mainpur SDM Hitesh
Pisda, Janpad Panchayat
Mainpur CEO Ashish
Anupam Toppo, Tehsildar
Neelmani Dubey, Naib
Tehsildar Wasim Siddiqui,
Station House Officer
Suryakant Bhardwaj,
Assistant Commissioner

BK Sukhdev, Rajiv Gandhi
Education Mission
District Mission
Coordinator Shyam
Chandrakar, District
Medical Officer N
Navratna, Forest
Department SDO
Rajendra Sori, MNREGA
Project Officer Ramesh
Kanwar, Forest Zone
Officer Mainpur Sanjeet
Markam, Program Officer
Hemant Tirkey, RES SDO
Vijay Devagan, Principal
Vishram Nagesh, Anish
Fatima, Kanchanbala
Ramteke, Seema Thakur,
Akhlighat Sarpanch
Dhanmoti Sori, President
of Kamar Samaj Bansing
Sori, Prem Dhruva,
Sahdev Sande, Dashru
Jagat, Nirmal Deshmukh,
Santosh Patel, Sudhir
Panchbhai and a large
number of officer employ-
ees were present.
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Fitness checking of
school buses done

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Jun 27: In view
of safety of school chil-
dren travelling in the
school buses, a fitness
checking of all the
School buses was
orgnaised and all the ve-
hicle documents were
checked by District RTO
office. It was based upon
the 16 safety standards,
the Traffic, Transport
and School Education de-
partment jointly organ-
ised this fitness check-up
camp.

During the inspection
the fitness certificates,
taxi-permit, driver's li-
cence, pollution control
certificates and others
were closely examined
and in this two school
buses were found with-

out taxi-permit and a
fine of Rs 5000 each was
imposed against them.

Along with this for not
having taxi-permit and
fitness certificate, the ve-
hicles were also seized
and handed over to
Traffic thana. During
this SI Traffic Shankar
Pal apprised the vehicle
driver and owners about
the new guidelines of the
Supreme Court (SC) and
directed them to fulfill
the same.

Pal and District RTO
SB Rawate also directed
all the bus drivers to ad-
here to all the safety
standards laid down and
said that it is mandatory
to have wire-mesh in all
the windows. They in-
formed that it is compul-
sory to have two male

and two female teachers
to be present in the bus
and while alighting chil-
dren from the bus, they
should take care of the
direction and should not
alight them in the re-
verse direction from
where they need to cross
the main road.

Never allow children
to cross the road on their
own and never leave
them alone and ensure
that one of the parents is
there to receive them, be-
fore departing the bus.
Duo said that the regular
checking of buses would
continue in the coming
days and in case, if any
is found with less of doc-
uments or in violation of
norms, then strict action
will be taken against
them.

Two found without taxi-permit fined Rs 5000 each

Collector takes review 
meeting of health department
Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Jun 27: District
Collector Shri Rajendra
Kumar Katara took quar-
terly review meeting of
Health Department, keep-
ing in view the rainy sea-
son, and directed to bring
awareness among the peo-
ple to ensure comprehen-
sive preparation for pre-
vention and prevention of
infectious diseases.

While reviewing all the
blocks, the Collector gave
strict instructions to the
health workers to stay in
the headquarters, and in-
structed CMHO to provide
quick ambulance facility to
remote health center
Palmed.

Instructions were given
to conduct all pre-natal
check-ups of pregnant
women within the time pe-
riod and to conduct 100%
institutional delivery.

On the other hand, while
giving instructions to the

CMHO to provide health fa-
cilities to the health work-
ers in all the remote health
centers of the districts by
staying at the headquar-
ters, he said that strict ac-
tion should be taken
against those who do not
live in the headquarters.

In the rainy season, due
to rivers and streams, preg-
nant women were given
necessary instructions to
shift them to pre-birth wait-
ing as per requirement,
after ensuring pre-prepara-
tion for institutional deliv-
ery.

He instructed to prevent
the spread of infection, to
fulfill the goal of corona
vaccination, by making a
comprehensive action plan,
in coordination with the
Education and Health
Department of 12 to 15 and
15 to 18 year old children,
100 percent corona vaccina-
tion should be done in the
school.

Civil surgeon Dr. Abhay
Singh Tomar, CMHO Dr.
Bharti along with BMO,
BPM and DPM Mr. Rajiv
Ranjan Mishra were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Central Chronicle News

Korea, Jun 27: The pay-
ment of firewatchers deput-
ed in Bachra Pauri Circle
under Khargawa Forest
Area has been kept on hold
by the Deputy Ranger. The
payment is of 5-6 months
and of the year 2015-16. The
local fire watchers have
lodged complaint several

times but no solution has
come to fore. On June 27,
these fire watchers again
produced themselves with
their application before
Forest Ranger Officer
Khargawa and this time the
officer assured to find a so-
lution within two days. The
complainants were satis-
fied with the reply and re-
turned back. Khargawa

Ranger even shared his mo-
bile number and asked
them to contact him if
there is any doubt. He even
assured of making the
pending payment and at no
cost they will not lose their
money. The change in be-
havior of the officer is re-
flected due to proposed visit
of the Chief Minister in
Korea district.

Officers remain alert  for CM’s visit to Korea !

Firewatchers with their complaint letter which is addressed to CM.   

PROTEST STAGED

Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) National President Naresh Tikait speaks during a dharna staged to protest over instal-

lation of electrical meters on tubewells, in Meerut, Monday.

RESIGNATION SOUGHT

Trinamool Congress leaders stage a protest demanding the arrest of Leader of
Opposition in West Bengal Assembly Suvendu Adhikari for his alleged involvement in
corrupt activities, in Kolkata, Monday.

Thiruvananthapuram, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Monday
said that if his LDF
government had not
sent a proposal to the
Centre that an eco
sensitive zone (ESZ)
should have a range of
0 to 1 km based on its
populated area, there
would have been
buffer zones of 10 km
around national parks
and sanctuaries as
suggested by the UPA
government at the
Centre in 2011.

Vijayan’s statement
came in response to
queries by reporters
on the ESZ issue
which has resulted in
hartals and protests
in the high-range
areas of Kerala, par-
ticularly in the dis-
tricts of Idukki,

Wayanad, Kottayam
and Pathanamthitta,
by various political
and farmers’ groups.

He said the State
government was con-
sulting the advocate-
general on the possi-
bility of filing a peti-
tion in the Supreme
Court seeking a re-
view of its June 3 di-
rection that no perma-
nent structure would
be allowed within
such ESZs and that if
the local law or other
rules provide for an
ESZ of more than one
km then the earlier
provision would con-
tinue to apply.

It is in this context
that the Chief
Minister said if the
State government had
in 2020 not proposed
having a 0-1 km ESZ,
the earlier suggestion
of UPA government to

have a 10 km buffer
zone would have been
applicable in the
State.

He said that in 2013,
the then UDF govern-
ment in the State had
submitted a proposal
to declare 88.210 sq km
area in Wayanad as an
ESZ.

Vijayan further said
that besides exploring
the option of litiga-
tion, the State has also
written to the Centre
to find a solution and
discussions between
them were on.

He assured that all
steps would be taken
to allay the concerns
of the people and to
protect their rights.

The Chief Minister
said it is the State gov-
ernment stand that
populated areas have
to be avoided from the
purview of ESZs.

Mohalla Clinics to double up as
Covid vaccination centres in Delhi
New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Delhi government’s
Mohalla Clinics will now
serve as vaccination cen-
tres as well in order to
boost the inoculation drive
in the national capital and
make precaution doses
more accessible.

Earlier, Delhi govern-
ment schools were being
used as COVID-19 vaccina-
tion centres in the city, but
the schools have now re-
opened for physical class-
es, as per an official state-
ment. “Since Aam Aadmi
Mohalla Clinics are locat-
ed in the heart of popu-
lous areas with easy ac-
cess, they will be useful
for the government to
provide vaccination to
left out and eligible bene-
ficiaries,” it said. There
are 519 mohalla clinics in
Delhi that offer free pri-

mary healthcare services,
including 212 different
types of tests. Every day,
over 60,000 people are
treated in these clinics,
according to official fig-
ures.

Vaccination centres
will be set up across all
Mohalla Clinics, the state-
ment said, describing the
move as a major step to-
wards further increasing
the vaccination rate in
the capital.

“The state has adopted
a multi-pronged strategy
to achieve optimal cover-
age of vaccination of all
eligible beneficiaries.
Currently, vaccination is
being provided in a mis-
sion mode, but still a co-
hort of population is due
for the second dose and
significantly, a higher co-
hort is due for the newly
added precaution dose.

Cong LoP Lobo, minister
Rane in war of words after

FDA raids restaurant
Panaji, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Goa Leader of
Opposition Michael Lobo
on Monday accused state
Food and Drugs
Administration Minister
Vishwajit Rane of target-
ing his hospitality busi-
ness and ordering sealing
of restaurants on “flimsy
grounds”, while the latter
hit back by alleging such
“vile outbursts” wouldn’t
stop the law from taking
its own course.

The war of words be-
tween Lobo, who was
with the BJP before join-
ing the Congress ahead of
the 2022 Assembly polls,
and Rane started after a
state FDA team raided a
restaurant owned by the
former in Anjuna during
the day.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Lobo claimed
Rane was getting person-
al over businesses owned
by him and his MLA wife
Delilah, adding that the
Food and Drugs
Administration officials
were raiding restaurants
owned by him and order-
ing their sealing on “flim-
sy grounds”.

“I have been in these
businesses even before I
became MLA. All this
while, there was no issue
on these businesses but
suddenly when I am in
the opposition, the raids
have started. I will file
criminal complaints
against FDA officials who
stopped patrons from en-
tering my Anjuna restau-
rant, the Congress MLA
from Calangute said.

CBSE, UNICEF join hands to equip
school students with 21st century skills

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI) 

The Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE), UNICEF and
YuWaah are collaborat-
ing to make twenty-first
century skills accessible
to school students, ac-
cording to officials.

Generation Unlimited
or YuWaah, supported by
UNICEF, is a platform to
bring young people to-
gether with the private
sector, governments, and
international and local
organisations to turn
them into active and en-
gaged citizens.

In continuation of the
ongoing collaborations
on life skills, CBSE,
UNICEF and YuWaah
will work together on ca-
reer guidance as well as
enabling access and en-

gagement of students in
volunteering opportuni-
ties.

A statement of intent
was signed to mutually
agree on the areas of col-
laboration and key mile-
stones therein, the offi-
cials said.

According to the offi-
cials, the meeting also
marked agreement on the
roll-out of the Passport to
Earning (P2E) initiative
for CBSE students,
wherein they shall be up-
skilled with key 21st cen-
tury skills mapped to
CBSE’s employability
skills curriculum.

Based on the pilot, the
initiative will be scaled to
reach all students, includ-
ing scaling teacher train-
ing and capacity building
to enable the same.

The P2E initiative is

part of a multi-stakehold-
er, global partnership be-
tween UNICEF,
Generation Unlimited,
Microsoft and Accenture.
Capgemini is a key part-
ner in enabling the scal-
ing of this e-learning so-
lution in India.

“The new National
Education Policy (NEP)
has laid a lot of stress on
moving from rote learn-
ing to skilling. It also rec-
ommends instilling skills
in students, right from
the school level. Passport
to Earning is one of the
initiatives supported by
the Board towards
achieving this goal. In
time, we may explore in-
tegrating P2E with the
Skill Hubs Initiative of
the Centre government,”
CBSE chairperson Nidhi
Chibber said.

NDRF deploys 3 women
rescuers for ops

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI) 

The NDRF has deployed
a team of three women
rescuers for undertaking
flood rescue duties in
Assam, making it one of
the first operations where
female combatants of the
federal contingency force
have been tasked to handle
a major disaster.

Constables O Indrani
Devi, Alpana Das and
Rekha Devi are rescuing
the marooned and provid-
ing food, medicines, water
and other relief material
to the affected in Silchar,
the headquarter of Cachar
district, a senior NDRF of-
ficer said.

While Indrani Devi
hails from Manipur, Das
and Rekha Devi are from
Assam and belong to the
12th National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)

battalion based in
Arunachal Pradesh.

The women are part of
a team that also has men
NDRF personnel and they
are armed with life-saving
jackets and inflatable
boats, the officer said.

The situation in Silchar
remained grim on
Monday as several areas
are still waterlogged, offi-
cials said.

NDRF Director General
Atul Karwal told PTI that
the women personnel are
“being increasingly de-
ployed for active disaster
relief and rescue opera-
tions and the force has
made a policy to send
them across as teams,
wherever it is possible.”

“The women personnel
that we have trained are
themselves volunteering
to go for active rescue op-
erations.

Mukul Roy resigns as 
PAC chairman

Kolkata, June 27 (PTI) 

Senior TMC leader
Mukul Roy Monday sub-
mitted his resignation as
chairman of Public
Accounts Committee in
West Bengal Assembly to
Speaker Biman Banerjee
citing ill health.

Roy, who won the
Krishnanagar Uttar con-
stituency in Nadia district
on a BJP ticket in the state
election last year, had de-
fected to the ruling
Trinamool Congress in
the state just a month later
in June 2021. He did not,
however, resign as a legis-
lator despite being asked
to do so by the saffron
party.

“I have sent my resigna-
tion as PAC chairman to
Speaker Biman Banerjee.
My tenure (as PAC chair-
man) was for a year. It is

about to end soon. So I de-
cided to resign,” Roy told
PTI. In his letter to the
speaker Roy wrote, “I
humbly request you to ac-
cept my resignation from
the post of chairman and
as a member of PAC, West
Bengal, as I am unable to
discharge my duties
owing to ill health”.
According to TMC
sources, the top leader-
ship of the party had
asked Roy to resign as
PAC chairman as he is ab-
sent from most of its meet-
ings. “Roy used to remain
absent from most of the
meetings citing ill health
and TMC senior MLA
Tapas Roy used to chair
them. Mukul Roy recently
spoke to the party leader-
ship and expressed his de-
sire to step down from the
post,” a senior TMC leader
said.

Shah to inaugurate national conference on
‘human rights in Indian culture and philosophy’
New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah is slated to in-
augurate a two-day nation-
al conference this week in
Delhi during which lead-
ing academicians, legal
experts, jurists and others
will gather to explore and
discuss various subjects,
themed on “human rights
in Indian culture and phi-
losophy,” officials said on
Monday.

The event, spread over
Jun 30 and July 1, is being
hosted by the National
Human Rights
Commission in collabora-
tion with Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the
Arts (IGNCA), the NHRC
said in a statement.

One of the imperatives
of this conference on
‘Human Rights in Indian
Culture and Philosophy’ is
to “fulfill major lacunae in

the study of human
rights,” it said.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will inaugu-
rate the conference, as the
chief guest, at Vigyan
Bhawan. He will also pres-
ent the NHRC human
rights short film competi-
tion- 2021 awards, officials
said.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar is
slated to be the chief guest
for the valedictory session
of the event that will be
held at PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
here, they said.

“The conference is ex-
pected to be highly signifi-
cant in understanding of
human rights, which
formed an integral and
defining essence of Indian
socio-cultural milieu
since time immemorial,”
the statement said.

Leading academicians,

scholars, legal experts, ju-
rists, practitioners, and re-
searchers have been invit-
ed to explore and discuss
various subjects, “like evo-
lution of human rights in
Indian philosophic-histor-
ical tradition, its social
contexts, manifestation in
art and literature, frame-
work of rule and finally
living by the Indian
Constitution,” it said.

“The cultural traits and
the philosophical
thoughts in the Indian
subcontinent have always
hailed a wide spectrum of
views and insights on
human rights through
both writings and prac-
tice. For ages, the Indian
culture has emphasised
the innate nature of
human well-being rooted
in spiritual, political, and
dignified social, cultural
and mental freedom,” the
NHRC said.

BJP leaders to visit Telangana assembly
seats ahead of national executive meet

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Senior BJP leaders, in-
cluding Union ministers,
will be spending time in
assembly constituencies
across Telangana ahead
of the party’s two-day na-
tional executive meeting
in the state on July 2 and
3, sources said on
Monday.

Its senior leaders will
be part of organisational
meetings and other inter-
actions to gather feed-
back as the party works to
expand its outreach
across the state where it
believes its prospects are
bright.

Party sources said de-
tails of which leaders will

visit which constituen-
cies are still being worked
out but they will be visit-
ing all 119 constituencies
of the state, and their aim
will also be to mobilise
people for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s rally in
Hyderabad on July 3.

Telangana BJP presi-
dent Bandi Sanjay Kumar
expressed confidence that
his party is set to emerge
as a formidable alterna-
tive to end the “corrupt
and dynastic” rule of the
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi in the state and
asserted that the execu-
tive meeting will boost its
prospects further.

The party will be hold-
ing such a national meet

of its leaders for the first
time in the last couple of
decades, he noted, adding
that the people of the
state are looking at the
BJP with hope to end the
TRS rule.

Making all-out efforts
to maximise its gains
from the meeting, which
will be attended by its
senior leaders from
across the country be-
sides Modi and other
members of its top brass,
the party is holding a pub-
lic meeting in Hyderabad
on July 3, soon after the
national executive con-
cludes.

Besides Modi, other
members of the BJP par-
liamentary board and

chief ministers of the
states ruled by it will at-
tend what Kumar said
will be one of the biggest
political meetings the
Telangana capital has
ever hosted. The execu-
tive meeting and the pub-
lic meeting will have the
imprint of the state’s cul-
tural riches, sources said.

After winning four Lok
Sabha seats in the state in
2019 months after the TRS
under Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao
swept the assembly polls,
the BJP has put up im-
pressive shows in some
key assembly bypolls and
the Hyderabad municipal
polls, boosting its confi-
dence.
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Man electrocuted  
Kota (Raj): A 35-year-
old man was electro-
cuted to death after he
fell into a water-filled
ditch and came in
contact with an un-
derground electricity
line on the railway
station road under
Bhemgangmandi po-
lice station of the city,
police said on
Monday. The deceased
man was identified as
Mahaveer Meena
alias Sonu, resident of
Bhimganjmandi area
of Kota, who ran a
betel shop on the
same road.

Teacher duped 
New Delhi: A 33-year-
old man was arrested
for allegedly cheating
a schoolteacher on the
pretext of getting his
son admitted to a gov-
ernment medical col-
lege, police said on
Monday. The accused
has been identified as
Vikas Paras from
Uttar Pradesh’s
Kanpur. He holds a
PhD degree from an
Uttarakhand-based
university. He got sev-
eral fake documents
and identity cards
made in the name of
Ashish Jaiswal, a resi-
dent of Kolkata, they
said.

Villagers ill 
Seoni: Thirty-two
persons took ill after
drinking water from a
well on Monday in
Seoni district in
Madhya Pradesh, an
official said. The inci-
dent took place in
Agaria Kala village
and those affected,
who complained of
vomiting and diar-
rhea, are being treat-
ed at the government
hospital since morn-
ing, said Ghansor’s
Block Medical Officer
(BMO) Dr Bharti
Sonkesariya. “Those
affected are above 30
years of age. Two
health teams, one
from block and anoth-
er from the district
headquarters, exam-
ined the villagers and
distributed medi-
cines,” she said.

Man arrested 
Siliguri: A man was
arrested with a coun-
try-made pistol at the
Bagdogra airport in
West Bengal’s Siliguri
on Monday, police
said. Mohammed
Rahanuddin, a resi-
dent of Katihar in
Bihar, was at the air-
port to catch a flight
to Chennai, they said.
He was intercepted by
the CISF with the pis-
tol when he was un-
dergoing the security
check, they added.
The CISF handed him
over to the Siliguri
Metropolitan Police
for investigation.
Rahanuddin told the
police that he was
going to Chennai for
medical treatment, an
officer said.

Shot dead
Gurugram: A 38-year-
old ex-serviceman was
allegedly shot dead by
his brother-in-law dur-
ing an argument be-
tween him and his wife
at the couple’s Bhawani
Enclave house, police
said on Monday The ac-
cused, identified as
Naveen Kumar, 20, man-
aged to flee with the
weapon after killing his
brother-in-law, police
said. Following the com-
plaint of the nephew of
the deceased, an FIR of
murder has been regis-
tered against the ac-
cused. The wife of the
deceased initially insist-
ed that her husband,
Harvinder Singh, com-
mitted suicide, but
changed version during
questioning.

‘LDF govt ensured eco sensitive zone
was not turned 10-km wide’
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CEREMONY OF THE KEYS

Britains Queen Elizabeth II inspects the keys presented by Lord Provost Robert
Aldridge, left, during the Ceremony of the Keys on the forecourt of the Palace of
Holyroodhouse in Edinburgh, Monday.

Seoul urges China, Russia to prevent
North Korean nuke test

Seoul, Jun 27 (AP) 

A top South Korean offi-
cial said Monday that
North Korea is increasing-
ly targeting the South with
its nuclear arms pro-
gramme, and urged China
and Russia to persuade the
North not to conduct a
widely expected nuclear
test.

Unification Minster
Kwon Youngse’s com-
ments came after North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un re-emphasised his nu-
clear ambitions in a key
military meeting last week
and approved unspecified
new operational duties for
front-line army units.

Experts say North
Korea could be planning to
deploy battlefield nuclear
weapons along its tense
border with South Korea.
During a prolonged stale-
mate in nuclear diploma-
cy, North Korea has spent
much of the past three

years expanding its arse-
nal of short-range solid-
fuel missiles that are po-
tentially capable of evad-
ing missile defences and
striking targets through-
out South Korea, includ-
ing US bases there.

US and South Korean of-
ficials say that North
Korea has all but finished
preparations for its first
nuclear test since
September 2017, when it
claimed to have detonated
a thermonuclear war-
head designed for inter-
continental ballistic mis-
siles.

North Korea may use
its next nuclear test to
claim that it has acquired
the ability to build small
nuclear warheads that
can be placed on short-
range missiles or other
new weapons systems it
has demonstrated in re-
cent months, analysts say.

Kwon, who oversees
South Korea’s relations

with North Korea, said at
a news conference that
the North is exploiting a
favourable environment
to push ahead with
weapons development
and overturn the regional
status quo as the US-led
West remains distracted
over Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

He said North Korea’s
nuclear ambitions pose a
very serious and funda-
mental threat to South
Korea and that Seoul is
preparing stern counter-
measures in response to a
possible North Korean
nuclear test. He didn’t
elaborate.

North Korea’s transi-
tion in weapons develop-
ment from long-range bal-
listic missiles to short-
range ballistic missiles,
from strategic nuclear
weapons to tactical nu-
clear weapons, is obvious-
ly targeted toward South
Korea, Kwon said.

India, UK to set up joint Commonwealth
Diplomatic Academy programme

London, Jun 27 (PTI) 

India and the UK will
create a joint
C o m m o n w e a l t h
Diplomatic Academy
programme to train
young and aspiring
diplomats from both na-
tions.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
and his UK counterpart,
Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss, announced plans
for the establishment of
the new academy to
jointly promote
Commonwealth values
after a meeting in
Rwanda last week.

Graduates from the
programme will play a
crucial role in deliver-
ing a rejuvenated
Commonwealth united
in support of self-deter-
mination, Truss said.

In an increasingly
geopolitical world, we

must champion the
Commonwealth values
of democracy and sov-
ereignty. The UK and
India are helping to
build a modern
Commonwealth fit for
the 21st century and de-
livering tangible bene-
fits for its members, she
said.

That’s why we are
working together on a
new Commonwealth
Diplomatic Academy
programme, which will
equip young diplomats
with expertise and
training they will need
to tackle the global chal-
lenges we face, she
added.

The leaders, who met
at the Commonwealth
Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM) in
Kigali, issued a joint
statement to underline
the value of a strong
and revitalised

Commonwealth family ,
fit for the 21st century
and delivering tangible
benefits for all mem-
bers. Both ministers are
pleased to announce
that a joint India-UK
C o m m o n w e a l t h
Diplomatic Academy
programme is to be
hosted in New Delhi,
India. The Academy
programme will equip
young diplomats from
all Commonwealth
Member States with ex-
pertise and training on
global challenges, the
joint statement reads.

They underlined the
UK and India’s commit-
ment to delivering a
truly connected, innova-
tive and transformative
future for the
Commonwealth family
which supports the
needs and expectations
of all Member States, it
adds.

UK MPs to vote on reworking
parts of Brexit deal

London, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Britain’s MPs are set to
vote on Monday on a new
legislation tabled by the
government that would
give ministers the power
to rework or drop parts of
the post-Brexit agree-
ment, a move termed as
illegal by the EU.

The Northern Ireland
Protocol Bill, tabled in
the House of Commons
earlier this month, seeks
to change the protocol to
make it easier for some
goods to flow from Great
Britain to Northern
Ireland, the UK territo-
ry which borders the
European Union (EU)
member-state Republic
of Ireland.

While the UK has
claimed the protocol is
undermining peace in
the region, the EU has
threatened to take a

legal action against
such a move.

After a debate in the
Commons on Monday,
MPs are expected to
vote on whether the bill
can proceed for further
consideration.

“This legislation will
fix the problems the pro-
tocol has created, ensur-
ing that goods can flow
freely within the UK,
while avoiding a hard
border and safeguard-
ing the EU single mar-
ket, UK Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss said
in a statement ahead of
the vote.

“A negotiated solution
has been and remains
our preference, but the
EU continues to rule out
changing the protocol it-
self even though it is
patently causing seri-
ous problems in
Northern Ireland which

therefore means we are
obliged to act,” she said.

Opposition Labour
Party leader Sir Keir
Starmer has said that
his party will vote
against the legislation
and British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson
may face opposition
from his own
Conservative back-
benches amid ongoing
discontent over his lead-
ership in the wake of
the partygate scandal.

The protocol is part of
the 2019 Brexit deal and
keeps Northern Ireland
in the EU’s single mar-
ket for goods, prevent-
ing a hard border with
the Republic of Ireland.
But it means checks on
some items which come
into Northern Ireland
from other parts of the
UK, creating a trade
border in the Irish Sea.

Pak’s participation in BRICS
dialogue ‘blocked’: FO

Islamabad/Beijing, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Pakistan on Monday al-
leged that “one member”
of the BRICS grouping
blocked its participation
in a virtual meeting held
on the sidelines of the
bloc’s recent summit host-
ed by China.

The Foreign Office (FO)
said Pakistan has noted
that this year a high-level
dialogue on global devel-
opment was held as a side
event at the 14th summit
of BRICS nations —
Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa. A
number of
developing/emerging
economies were invited to
the side event.

It said China being the
host country engaged
with Pakistan before the
BRICS meetings, where
decisions are taken after

consultations with all
BRICS members, includ-
ing extending invitations
to non-members.

Regrettably one mem-
ber blocked Pakistan’s
participation, the FO said.

Though the FO did not
name any country, it was
apparently referring to
India, given the history of
the relationship between
the two nations.

The bilateral relations
deteriorated after India
announced withdrawing
the special powers of
Jammu and Kashmir and
bifurcation of the state
into two union territories
in August, 2019.

Pakistan expressed its
hope that future decisions
of the group would be
based on inclusivity .

However, we do hope
that future engagement of
the organisation would be

based on the principles of
inclusivity keeping in
view the overall interests
of the developing world
and in a manner that is de-
void of narrow geo-politi-
cal considerations, it said.

When asked about
Pakistan’s participation
in the event, Chinese
Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijia
in Beijing said: “The deci-
sion to hold the high-level
dialogue on global devel-
opment was based on con-
sultation among BRICS
countries.”

“China and Pakistan
are all-weather strategic
cooperative partners.
Pakistan is an important
member of the group of
friends of a global devel-
opment initiative. China
highly values the impor-
tant role of Pakistan in
promoting global develop-

ment and advancing the
implementation of the UN
2030 agenda for a sustain-
able development and
boating regional coopera-
tion,” he said.

“China and Pakistan
maintain close communi-
cation and coordination.
We have conducted sub-
stantial cooperation in the
field of development,
which has delivered tangi-
ble benefits to the people
of both countries and the
region,” he added.

“China will continue to
make Pakistan a priority
partner in implementing
a global development ini-
tiative and continue to
work with the country to
advance the global devel-
opment agenda,” Zhao
said, without directly
commenting on the ques-
tion raised by a Pakistani
journalist.

BRIEF

Soldiers killed  
Islamabad: At least
two Pakistani soldiers
and seven terrorists
were killed in a clash
between security
forces and the rebels
in the northwest trou-
bled tribal region of
the country, the Army
said on Monday. The
fire exchange took
place in the Ghulam
Khan Kalle area of
North Waziristan dis-
trict on Sunday, ac-
cording to a statement
by the Army. Troops
effectively engaged
the terrorists and re-
sultantly, seven of
them were killed, the
Army said, adding
weapons and ammu-
nition were also re-
covered from the ter-
rorists who remained
actively involved in
several terror activi-
ties against security
forces. The forces
were carrying out
clearance operations
in the areas to elimi-
nate any other terror-
ists found in the vicin-
ity.

Pride shooting 
Oslo: The suspect in
Saturday’s mass
shooting during an
LGBTQ festival in
Oslo has agreed to be
held in pretrial cus-
tody for four weeks
and will therefore not
appear in court on
Monday, a Norwegian
court said. Zaniar
Matapour, a 42-year-
old Norwegian citizen
originally from Iran,
was arrested shortly
after the predawn
shooting in Oslo’s
nightlife district and
was held on suspicion
of murder, attempted
murder and terror-
ism. Two people were
killed and more than
20 were wounded in
what the Norwegian
security service
called an Islamist ter-
ror act. The motive is
unknown and
Matapour has refused
to explain his actions
to investigators. His
lawyer, John
Christian Elden, said
that his client objects
to having his state-
ment recorded and
videotaped unless po-
lice release the entire
recording to the pub-
lic with no time delay
so it won’t be cen-
sored or manipulated.
Recording interroga-
tions is a standard po-
lice practice.

Train collides 
Prague: A bullet
train collided with an
engine in a train sta-
tion in northeastern
Czech Republic
Monday, killing one
person and injuring
five. Czech Railways
said the accident took
place early in the
morning in the town
of Bohumin, shortly
after the departure of
the Pendolino train
for Prague. The driver
of the bullet train was
killed, while four
Czech Railways em-
ployees on the engine
and one on the train
were injured. It was
unclear whether the
engine was moving at
the time of the head-
on crash. Rescuers
said no passengers
were injured.

Captive soldiers
Cairo: Sudan’s mili-
tary says Ethiopia has
killed seven Sudanese
soldiers and a civilian
who were held captive
by Addis Ababa, the
latest sign of the dete-
riorating ties between
the two east African
nations. A Sudanese
military statement
late Sunday described
the killings as a cow-
ardly act and added
that Khartoum will
retaliate accordingly.

Chief justice resigns amid
corruption allegations

Abuja, Jun 27 (AP)
Nigeria’s highest judicial
officer has resigned, an
aide said Monday, a week
after the country’s
Supreme Court justices ac-
cused the top-ranking
judge of corruption.
Justice Tanko
Muhammad denies the al-
legations.

Justice Muhammad re-
signed as the Chief Justice
of Nigeria on Sunday
night, his spokesperson
told The Associated Press.
But he didn’t provide an
explanation for his deci-
sion, though local
Channels Television cited
health reasons, quoting
unnamed sources.

The 68-year-old was ap-
pointed Nigeria’s chief
justice in July 2019, replac-
ing Walter Onnoghen who
was prosecuted on corrup-
tion charges. Muhammad’s
resignation comes a week
after 14 Supreme Court
judges drafted a rare letter
accusing him of graft.

Sloviansk, Jun 27 (AP) 

Russia was mounting an
all-out assault on the last
Ukrainian stronghold in the
eastern Luhansk region,
pouring fire” on the city of
Lysychansk from the
ground and air, the local
governor said Monday, as
Western leaders met to dis-
cuss ways of bolstering
support for Kyiv.

Luhansk Gov. Serhiy
Haidai said Russian forces
were pummeling
Lysychansk after captur-
ing the neighboring city of
Sievierodonetsk in recent
days. It’s part of a stepped-
up Russian offensive to
wrest the broader Donbas
region from Ukrainian
government control in
what Western experts say
has become the new main
goal of President Vladimir
Putin’s war in Ukraine,
now in its fifth month.

They’re pouring fire on
the city both from the air
and from the ground. After

the takeover of
Sievierodonetsk, the
enemy army has concen-
trated all its forces on cap-
turing (our) last strong-
hold in the Luhansk re-
gion: Lysychansk, Haidai
told The Associated Press.

The Russians were try-
ing to blockade the city
from the south, destroy-
ing everything that their

artillery and multiple
rocket launchers can
reach, Haidai said.

Over the past week, the
Russian army has cap-
tured several villages and
towns southeast of
Lysychansk, now a staging
area for airstrikes and

shelling attacks.
The office of President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
at least six civilians were
killed and 31 others injured
as part of intense Russian
shelling against various
cities over the past 24 hours
including Kyiv and major
cities in the country’s south
and east.

It said Russian rocket at-
tacks killed two and injured
five overnight in Kharkiv,
Ukraine’s second-largest
city, and its surrounding
area. Russian forces also
continued to target the
key southern port of
Odesa, with a missile at-
tack destroying residen-
tial buildings and injur-
ing six, including a child,
it said. The southern city
of Mykolaiv likewise saw
Russian shells hit civilian
infrastructure, including
a kindergarten, the presi-
dent’s press office said.

Russia ‘pouring fire’ on Ukrainian city 
as offensive mounts

Police officers put a dead body of a man killed by the
Russian shelling on the ground by his car in city center in
Slavyansk, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Monday.

New York, Jun 27 (PTI) 

A 31-year-old Indian-ori-
gin man was shot dead
while sitting in a parked
SUV down the street from
his home in New York, ac-
cording to media reports,
days after an Indian na-
tional was killed after sus-
taining an apparent gun-
shot wound to his head in
Maryland.

Satnam Singh was
found sitting in the car at
around 3:46 pm on
Saturday in the South

Ozone Park section of
Queens with gunshot
wounds in his neck and
torso, the New York Post
newspaper reported quot-
ing New York Police
Department as saying.

Singh was sitting in the
black Jeep Wrangler
Sahara borrowed from a
friend when a gunman ap-
proached and started
shooting, New York Daily
News reported.

Singh was rushed from
the scene to Jamaica
Hospital, where doctors

pronounced him dead.
Although police said the

gunman approached
Singh on foot, neighbours
said the shots came from a
silver-coloured sedan with
a black trunk as it passed
the Jeep. “(Singh) was
walking up 129th St. going
to the car and the other
car with the perp in it
came up, said neighbour
Joan Cappellani. [It] made
a U-turn, came back and
then Pow! Pow! Pow!’ and
then went down 129th St,”
she said.

Indian-origin man gunned down
while sitting in parked vehicle

T he Aaya Ram Gaya Ram' poli-
tics of the '80s in India has ac-

quired a whole new meaning these
days with rebel lawmakers checking-in
to cool-off at luxurious resorts while
sending political temperatures soaring
outside. Be it an attempt to topple the
government in Maharashtra or keeping
the flock of lawmakers together during
recently-held Rajya Sabha polls, the
new normal is for them to be moved to
a luxury hotel or resort which is turned
into an impregnable fortress by the
party that holds reins of those legisla-
tors. The focus is back on resort poli-
tics with a dissident group of Shiv Sena
MLAs lead by Eknath Shinde moving
into Guwahati's Radisson Blu Hotel,
where they are cooling their heels after
they were shifted from a hotel in Surat
last week, throwing the Uddhav-led
Shiv Sena and the MVA government in
Maharashtra into an existential crisis.
While over the years on many occa-
sions resort politics has yielded posi-
tive results for the rebels, it has also
seen its share of failed bids like the
1982 Devi Lal-BJP coalition failing to
prevent an MLA from escaping from a
hotel where legislators were lodged
and also Congress leader Sachin Pilot
recently not going the distance to top-
ple the Ashok Gehlot-led government.

Resort politics has also raised ques-
tions about ethics. Former Lok Sabha
secretary general P D T Achary points
out that this practice is not to be seen
in other democracies and asserted that
it is the "most ugly" spectacle in a
democracy. Achary also blamed the
media for sensationalising resort poli-
tics instead of exposing its "ugliness".

"It (resort politics) reflects the
weakness of our system, it reflects the
immoral and unethical character of our
democracy. It is a sign of decadence,"

he told PTI. Echoing similar views, po-
litical commentator Rasheed Kidwai
points out that when the 'Aaya Ram,
Gaya Ram' happened, it used to draw
flak as it did not have the political and
social acceptability, but it was not so
now. "Ethics of politics have gone
down at three stages -- the defector
does the fool-proof thing as we saw in
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka and
Maharashtra, the intelligentsia doesn't
criticise it and it is seen as a master-
stroke by mainstream media, and the
people --like in Madhya Pradesh and
Karnataka -- give a resounding man-
date to these things," said Kidwai. The
anatomy of 'resort politics' is also now
somewhat defined with the venue
being an ultra-luxurious resort or hotel,
converted into an impregnable
fortress, where lawmakers are often
seen playing cricket, cards, ludo and
antakshari' to pass time, even as politi-
cal temperatures soar outside. Also,
most of the politicians are made to
switch off their mobile phones to go in-
communicado as was the case with
Shinde when the Maharashtra political
crisis began, and are kept under the
watch of hawk-eyed security, making
the rebellion to topple a government a
one-way street with no U-turns.

HHeerree  iiss  aa  bbrriieeff  oovveerrvviieeww  ooff  ssoommee  ooff
tthhee  iinncciiddeennttss  ooff  rreessoorrtt  ppoolliittiiccss  oovveerr  tthhee
llaasstt  ttwwoo  ddeeccaaddeess::

* Maharashtra political crisis, June
2022: The Uddhav Thackeray-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi government -- compris-
ing the Shiv Sena, the Nationalist
Congress Party and the Congress was
left teetering after Shinde and the
other rebel Sena legislators camped at
the Radisson Blu hotel in Gotanagar
area of Guwahati after having arrived
from Surat by a chartered flight. The
fate of the rebellion is still open-ended.

*Rajasthan, Haryana, Karnataka
(Rajya Sabha polls), June 2022: The
Congress had in early June shifted its
Rajasthan MLAs to the luxury Taj
Aravali resort and spa in Udaipur fear-
ing horse-trading by the BJP ahead of
the June 10 polls. The BJP also se-
questered its MLAs at Devi Ratn hotel
in Jaipur's Jamdoli but the party called
it a "training camp".As the race for the
seats in the Upper House gathered
steam in Haryana, the BJP shifted its
MLAs to a resort in Chandigarh, while
the Congress shifted its MLAs to

Raipur fearing poaching of its legisla-
tors. Also, during the Rajya Sabha
polls, several other parties such as the
JD(S) in Karnataka, had lodged their
legislators in luxury hotels. While the
BJP managed to keep its flock together
in all states, parties such as the
Congress and JD(S) suffered from
cross-voting in the polls.

*Rajasthan, July 2020: Sachin Pilot
had openly rebelled against Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot along with 18
other Congress MLAs. He was then
sacked as deputy chief minister and
the party's Rajasthan chief. While Pilot
and his MLAs were reported to be
lodged at hotels in Haryana and Delhi,
the MLAs in the Ashok Gehlot camp
had moved into the Fairmont hotel in
Jaipur on July 13 and were shifted to
Jaisalmer's Suryagarh hotel later. The
rebellion finally fizzled out with the
Gehlot government winning the trust
vote and the Pilot faction agreeing to a
truce after the Congress' top leader-
ship promised them reforms in the
party's state government and organi-
sation.

*Madhya Pradesh, March 2020:
Congress MLAs loyal to Jyotiraditya
Scindia rebelled against the party and
were lodged at a hotel in Bengaluru.
The rebellion began with some
Congress MLAs arriving in Bengaluru.
The rebels sent their resignations from
Bengaluru. The rebellion eventually
succeeded as the Kamal Nath govern-
ment fell and the BJP's Shivraj Singh
Chouhan returned to power with the
help of Scindia and his loyalists.

*Karnataka, July 2019: The rebel
MLAs of the Congress and JD(S) and
the BJP legislators played resort poli-
tics that involved staying in luxurious
hotels on the outskirts of Bengaluru
and Mumbai amid what came to be
known as 'Operation Lotus' that saw
the coalition government led by former
Chief Minister H D Kumaraswamy
being ousted. Resort politics was con-
stantly in play after the 2018 assembly
polls yielded a fractured mandate in
the state with the BJP emerging as the
single largest party with 104 seats, but
failing to mobilise numbers.

*Gujarat Rajya Sabha polls 2017:
Fearing poaching, the Gujarat
Congress had huddled its MLAs in a re-
sort in Karnataka's Bidadi in
Ramanagar district ahead of the Rajya

Sabha elections. Amid the high politi-
cal drama, the Rajya Sabha polls in
Gujarat ended with Ahmed Patel, polit-
ical advisor to Congress President
Sonia Gandhi, retaining his seat from
the state.

*Tamil Nadu 2017: The Golden Bay
Resort in Koovathur was the venue that
hosted more than 100 legislators of the
ruling AIADMK supporting party
General Secretary V K Sasikala. Their
mobile phones were allegedly taken
away to stop them from contacting
party leader O Paneerselvam, who had
resigned as Tamil Nadu chief minister
and revolted against Sasikala. She was
jailed in a disproportionate assets case
and eventually, Edappadi Palaniswami
was elected as the chief minister who
later passed the floor test.

*Uttarakhand, 2016: Rebel Congress
MLAs were moved first to a hotel in
Gurgaon and then to one in Jaipur,
ahead of the Assembly floor test of the
Harish Rawat-led Congress govern-
ment. The Congress and BJP accused
each other of horse-trading and
President's rule was imposed. The
Supreme Court upheld the disqualifica-
tion of the rebel Congress MLAs and
barred them from participating in the
trust vote in the state assembly. Rawat
won the trust vote and returned to
power. The Congress then lost the
Assembly elections in 2017.

*Maharashtra, June 2002: With the
MLAs of Peasants and Workers Party
quitting and the Shiv Sena-BJP coali-
tion looking to bring down the NCP-
Congress coalition government headed
by Vilasrao Deshmukh, the Congress
and then the NCP send their MLAs to a
resort in Bengaluru. The government
survived the bid to topple it.

*Bihar, 2000: When Nitish Kumar of
the JD(U) was to face a trust vote, the
Congress and the Rashtriya Janata Dal
sent their leaders to a hotel in Patna,
fearing defection. Kumar resigned be-
fore the trust vote.

The term 'Aaya Ram, Gaya Ram',
which entered the Indian political lex-
icon in 1967 after Haryana leader
Gaya Lal switched parties thrice with-
in hours, continues to haunt the polit-
ical parties in the country despite the
anti-defection law of 1985. And look-
ing at developments in Maharashtra,
it seems that the phenomenon is here
to stay.
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Bharat bandh 
The recent Bharat bandh call

by our compulsive opposition
parties led by Congress in par-
ticular protesting against the
Agnipath scheme announced by
the Central Government failed
to make an impact on the nation
as a whole except for some van-
dalisms created by some
Congress goons in parts of
Delhi, Bihar and Rajasthan. The
burning of public properties like
buses, and trains, preventing
students from going to schools,
forcing the office-goers from at-
tending their offices, and forc-
ing the daily wage earners to re-
main indoors were an eyesore
for any sensible citizen. We all
know that Congress is in deep
trouble when their masters are
under the scanner for huge fi-
nancial scams, one after anoth-
er. So, it is clear as daylight that
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Vadra lobby is running
a last-ditch battle to divert the
attention of the ordinary men
from this issue by opposing the
Agnipath scheme duly approved
by the three chiefs of the armed
forces. While doing so, they
even did not hesitate to ques-
tion the character and integrity
of our Bravehearts who are sec-
ond to none. They also used
some unprintable words against
our duly elected PM which is no
doubt a sign of their despera-
tion. The Supreme Court's pas-
sive role as a mute spectator in
banning this type of anti-peo-
ple, anti-national Bharat bandh
is extremely deplorable. JAI
HIND.

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

Afghanistan 
earthquake 

The powerful earthquake
that struck Afghanistan poses a
huge logistical challenge for the
new Taliban government, which
has isolated itself from much of
the world by introducing hard-
line Islamist rule that enslaves
women and girls. The aid-de-
pendent nation saw the bulk of
its foreign assistance cut off in
the wake of the Taliban taking
over it last August. Long before
this earthquake, which is the
deadliest in the previous two
decades in Afghanistan, the
United Nations warned of a
foreseeing humanitarian crisis
in the country that could threat-
en the entire population. The
current disaster has only com-
pounded the miseries for
Afghanistan, which has already
plunged to new depths. Sadly,
Afghanistan is frequently hit by
earthquakes, especially in the
Hindu Kush mountain range, ad-
joined by the Eurasian and
Indian tectonic plates.
Meanwhile, to put it succinctly,
yet mournfully, those who lost
their lives in the current disaster
were not buried because they
died when the earth had got
buried by itself in a matter of
seconds. While the magnitude
of an earthquake that lasts a
few seconds can be measured,
the volume of catastrophic
damage it leaves behind is im-
measurable and beyond time. 

RRaannggaannaatthhaann  SSiivvaakkuummaarr
CChheennnnaaii

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he outcome of the recent round of elections for 75 Rajya Sabha
seats offers significant political insight into lay of the land in India’s

states and at the Centre, and highlights the institutional paradoxes at the
heart of India’s bicameral Parliamentary system. Take the political fallout
and four of its features. The first is a confirmation of what has been known
since 2014. The BJP fights to win; it fights even when the existing arith-
metic would suggest restrain may be better than valour; its aggressive pol-
itics exposes the underline contradiction within opposition ranks and puts
other parties on the defensive; and it is willing to use every political and in-
stitutional tool at its disposal to achieve this victory. This play book helped
the party get a third candidate elected in both Maharashtra and Karnataka
(where it had enough legislators for two seats when contest started), and
enabled the victory of an independent candidate in Haryana. It  set out yet
another message of the BJP’s political dominance and will continue to give
the party not just numerical but also a psychological edge in the upper
house. Two, BJP forced struggle when it came to the seats on the margin.
The Shiv Sena—Congress-NCP alliance in Maharashtra appears stable, but
there is enough room in the state for the BJP to push back. The Congress in
Haryana has a problem of abundance at the top (even as its footprint on
the ground dominances) and the inability of all its senior leaders to get to-
gether has cost the party yet again. In Karnataka, the gulf between
Congress and Janata Dal (secular) did not just help the BJP in this round,
but will give the party an advantage as the states head for poll next year
despite the clear governance deficit of the current state administration
headed by BJP. Three, Rajasthan offered a lesson to the non-BJP end of the
political spectrum on how to take on the national hegemony. And once
again -- like the late Ahmed Patel has shown in the Rajya Sabha elections
in Gujarat in 2017 -- it was the Congress’s old guard that delivered. A root-
ed and aggressive (Ashok Gehlot), who micro managed every legislator
and monitored voting on a minute to minute basis, was able to secure the
election of the third congress candidate and foil the BJP’s and India under
Modi, a “dysfunctional democracy”. But without Rahul, the Modi govern-
ment will go under! The BJP never fails to keep alive the conjecture that
“Rahul Gandhi is our greatest asset”. Of course, Subramanian Swamy fre-
quently distorts the show for the BJP by foisting cases against the Gandhis.
The National Herald case for instance. And the cases against Robert Vadra.
That the Modi Government uses the Gandhis to win elections is old hat, pe-
riod. The thing to note is that among all the Nehru-Gandhis, starting from
Motilal Nehru down, Rahul Gandhi truly fits the tragic prince imagery!
There’s something lonely about Rahul Gandhi, occasionally forlorn, too, and
reluctant. That he goes off on frequent sojourns abroad tell a story. So do
outbursts like shredding the ordinance! It is at such times that he is strung
up for being a spoiled and entitled brat. The media is not Rahul’s ally. He ap-
pears not to care a whit. So, the question remains: Has “life’s experiences”
indeed taught Rahul lessons? Politically, the string of Congress’s electoral
defeats tell otherwise. Will Rahul survive the difficulties the Congress is
going through these days? Quick changing politics around him will decide
Rahul Gandhi’s political trajectory. The Union of India that he keeps talking
about will be his fait accompli. Rahul faces too many ambitious regional
satraps. Perhaps, he is the innocent bystander who will be thrown under
the bus. The worst compliment coming RG’s way is “he’s best when he re-
mains silent.” The best is “he’s the only one who thought of ‘Nyay’ for the
common man.” Rahul Gandhi turning 52 is not the breaking news. What
happens to Rahul Gandhi before he turns 53 will be breaking news. Right
now, it’s ailing mother Sonia Gandhi who will be most in his mind. But don’t
expect a poem from RG to his mother. She has a long way to go before she
turns 100! (IPA) plan of getting an independent elected. 

HHaarriihhaarr  SSwwaarruupp

BJP has more poll 
management skill
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Members of Rashtra Sevika Samiti along with other girls and women practice martial arts during a week-long 
self-defence training camp, in Jammu, Monday.

Luxury resorts -a key stopover- on road to topple governments

SELF-DEFENCE TRAINING CAMP

ASIM KAMAL

A s Smart TVs come of age,
key original equipment

manufacturers (OEMs) are using
Dolby, DTS and other audio en-
hancement technologies in their
products to bring holistic immer-
sive experiences to users, according
to a new report. As the inbuilt
audio quality has been significantly
enhanced, the perceived need to
add a soundbar is gradually declin-
ing as the buyers are not asking
queries about soundbar integration
with the Smart TV they intent to
purchase, at the volumes they
would do in the past, according to
market research firm Techarc.

"It is in the interest of Smart TV
OEMs to enhance inbuilt audio
quality complementing the screen
experience as that would reduce the
desire and need to add a soundbar,
which is often purchased from a
very fragmented market where a
check on standardisation and quali-
ty control becomes an uphill task,"
said Faisal Kawoosa, founder and
chief analyst.An inferior addition
of soundbar to a great quality
Smart TV will result in overall dis-
satisfaction as the user would not
be able to make distinction between

the standalone Smart TV immer-
sive quality and the overall experi-
ence delivered after adding a sound-
bar, he explained. Display and
audio can be seen as the two main
attributes of the Smart TV which
define a positive experience for
users in the country.

"Among the display and audio,
the gap between expectations and
experience for display is narrowing
as the OEMs have already been
working on the display panel which
is today able to deliver millions of
colours as well as ultra-high-defini-
tion picture quality," said the re-
port. Smart TV OEMs are now, not
only adding a greater number of
speakers or the speaker output
power, but also enhancing the audio
experience through enhancements

A re you longing for a meal that you
had in a different city or in your

hometown while vacationing? In the
quick-commerce era and advancements
in technology, relishing the same meal,
and fresh, within hours right at your
home is not impossible anymore. Several
food tech startups have entered the mar-
ket to deliver your favourite dish to your
doorstep, not just from the city you re-
side in but across the country, and that
might give a tough competition to food
aggregators like Swiggy and Zomato.
Gurugram-based Inter-city delivery food
platform JustMyRoots facilitates deliv-
ery of perishable cooked food across
cities with packaging that is said to keep
the food fresh for 24 to 36 hours.

"JustMyRoots is a platform for deliver-
ing food memories and nostalgia from
across the country right to the doorstep,
within 12 hours. The brand relies on in-
novation to continue expanding and
growing," Samiran Sengupta, founder
and CEO of Just My Roots, said. "They
have implemented and invested in new
technology in the packaging from Israel
and India that will help keep perishable
products fresh for 24-36 hours in all tem-
peratures by maintaining the tempera-
ture and moisture content," Sengupta
added. The platform has several partner-

ships with airlines and cargo firms such
as Blue Dart, Vistara, Indigo, SpiceJet,
and others.

On being asked about the challenge
that the platform faces, Sengupta said
that it happens "when a customer orders
from multiple locations and still needs
the delivery together". JustMyRoots of-
fers same-day delivery in many loca-
tions, including Mumbai, Delhi-NCR and
Pune. "We presently have 670 restaurant
partners in India, but our goal is to add
another 5,000 by the end of the fiscal year
2022-2023. In addition, our long-term ex-
pansion strategy includes expanding
globally with more touchpoints through
restaurant partners and consumers,"
Sengupta said.

Smart TVs with inbuilt superior 
music hamper sound

How tech is helping foodies relish meals
from across India within hours

T he Payments Vision 2025 released by the Reserve Bank of India is
set to revolutionize the payment ecosystems in the country. The

core theme of the new vision 'E-payments for Everyone Everywhere,
Everytime' indicate that digital payments will gain new momentum over
the next three-and-a-half years. The new vision has six attributes - safe,
secure, fast, convenient, accessible, and affordable - e-payment options to
be provided to every user. The document highlights that over 26 crore digi-
tal payment transactions are processed daily by payment systems in the
country, of which Unified Payments Interface (UPI) system itself processes
more than two-thirds. This indicates the spectacular transition to the digi-
tal payment ecosystem due growing popularity of e-payments. The docu-
ment further states that the steps taken so far towards enhanced out-
reach, customer centricity, cyber security and digital deepening would be
further consolidated and built upon through the five pillars of integrity, in-
clusion, innovation, institutionalization and internationalization. Factors
listed in the document for rising popularity and growth of digital payment
ecosystems include "fusion of sovereign initiatives" in the form of Jan
Dhan and Aadhar, besides low-cost mobile and data. There are more than
131 crore Aadhar card holders in the country which has facilitated digital
payments by Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT). The DBT has also eliminated
the middlemen who used to siphon money from beneficiaries' share dur-
ing physical payment ecosystem for transfer for benefits to beneficiaries
of flagship schemes. Increase in number of mobile phones to 114 crore, in-
cluding 84 crore smartphones, facilitated digital payments through tech-
nology-driven platform for mobile banking, mobile wallets and USSD
(Unstructured Supplementary Service Data) based payments as well UPI
based payments are also identified as another key factor influencing the
payment ecosystem. The RBI vision document attributes the increase of
more than 500 per cent in merchants accepting digital modes of payments
during the half-year ended September, 2021 as compared to half-year
ended March, 2019 and increase of more than 1,200 per cent in case of UPI
alone over the same period to "contactless" digital payment gaining popu-
larity during COVID-19 pandemic. "Total digital payments have increased
by 216 per cent and 10 per cent in terms of volume and value, respectively,
for the month of March, 2022 when compared to March, 2019. On the
other hand, usage of paper instruments has come down significantly dur-
ing the same period, with its share in total retail payments registering a
decline from 3.83 per cent to 0.88 per cent in terms of volume and from
19.62 per cent to 11.47 per cent in terms of value," states the RBI vision
document about fast adoption of digital payment ecosystem in the coun-
try. The Payments Vision 2021 had envisaged to empower every Indian
with access to a bouquet of e-payment options that is safe, secure, con-
venient, quick and affordable, and had set four goalposts of competition,
cost, convenience and confidence, it adds, which explain the spectacular
growth in digital payments in the country over the last three years despite
scepticism gripping a section of the people over the transition to new
ecosystem. The new vision sets five "anchor goalposts" of integrity, inclu-
sion, innovation, institutionalization, and internationalization and promises
that resilience to operational and security concerns would continue to be
at the heart to withstand and recover from the evolving threat landscape.
The Vision 2025 also states that the need for IFSC (Indian Financial System
Code) to make funds transfer shall be reviewed and alternative options
with suitable provision for collecting beneficiary bank details shall be ex-
plored to make funds transfer simpler and hassle-free for customers. The
payments ecosystem is poised for a new growth trajectory.

New trajectory of digital
payments ecosystem 
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BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: IRS offi-
cer Nitin Gupta has
been appointed as the
new CBDT chairman,
a recent government
order said. Gupta, an
Indian Revenue
Service (IRS) officer of
the 1986 batch of the
Income Tax cadre, is
serving as the
Member (investiga-
tion) in the Board and
is scheduled to retire
in September next
year. The order issued
on June 25 said the
“Appointments
Committee of the
Cabinet has approved
the appointment of
Nitin Gupta, IRS
(IT:86), Member
Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT)
as chairman, Central
Board of Direct Taxes
from the date of as-
sumption of the post.”

Contribution 
Chennai: TVS Motor
Company chairman
emeritus Venu
Srinivasan on Sunday
hailed V
Krishnamurthy as one
of the tallest leaders of
the Indian industry
and said his contribu-
tion to the growth of
India was ‘immeasur-
able’. In his condo-
lence message,
Srinivasan said, “Dr V
Krishnamurthy was
my mentor right from
the time I started work
and through my entire
career. He had an im-
portant role to play in
helping me build TVS
Motor Company.” “His
contribution to the
growth of India was
immeasurable. It
(Demise of
Krishnamurthy) is a
great loss to Indian in-
dustry and to the
country.

GST compensation

Bengaluru:
Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Monday ex-
pressed confidence that
the issue of GST (goods
and services tax) com-
pensation payout to
States would be re-
solved at the 47th meet-
ing of the GST Council
beginning in
Chandigarh on
Tuesday.We had a de-
tailed discussion on this
(GST compensation)
earlier.The final deci-
sion has to taken in the
GST Council alone.I am
confident that it will
happen,Bommai,who
is slated to leave for
Chandigarh later today,
told reporters.

Modern testing lab 
Coimbatore (TN):
There is a proposal to
set up a modern test-
ing laboratory for tex-
tile sector at South
India Textile Research
Association (SITRA)
here and for making
sanitary napkins,
Union Textile
Minister Piyush
Goyal said on
Saturday. Talking to
reporters after visit-
ing SITRA, Goyal said
he was impressed
with its functioning
and suggested to enter
into partnership with
Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) to set
up a facility at a cost of
Rs 25 crore.

BUDGET SESSION

Punjab Finance Minister Harpal Singh Cheema with Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann arrives to present the
state budget for the year 2022-23, during the Budget Session of Punjab Assembly, in Chandigarh. 

New Delhi, Jun 27: 

E-commerce has en-
abled micro, small and
medium enterprises to in-
crease profits, reduce mar-
keting expenses and ex-
tend their reach to new
markets, Minister of State
for MSME Bhanu Pratap
Singh Verma said on
Monday. While speaking at
the CII Indian MSME
growth summit, Verma
said that MSMEs play an
important role in job cre-
ation and expansion of
manufacturing base in the
country, and there is a
need to enhance focus on
them to achieve a USD 5
trillion economy. “Small
businesses need to im-
prove their management
skills and make their tech-
nology base smart. In re-
cent years online markets
have developed through e-
commerce which has had
a positive impact on
MSMEs. “MSME can gen-
erate higher profits

through e-commerce. It
will increase revenue and
margin, extend reach to
new markets, help them
save marketing expenses
and customers will get a
better experience,” Verma
said.

He said that after the
pandemic wave, the
MSME sector has been
standing firmly. “There is
development happening in
MSME space and it can be
seen across the country.
Main reason for this is
progressing changes in
our public policies,” the
minister said. He said that
there were neither masks

nor sanitizers when the co-
rona period started in
India. He said that some
MSME units became sick,
some were unable to pay
their labour and due to
some other reasons they
were on the verge of shut-
ting down. The minister
said that the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had contemplated about
the situation in advance
and ECLGS (Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme) was launched to
help them. MSME secre-
tary BB Swain said that
the ministry has been
working to ease credit ac-
cess for MSME through
various schemes.

“Total loan guaranteed
under ECLGS is Rs 3.47
lakh crore out of which
amount earmarked to
MSME is Rs 3.1 lakh crore.
The performance of the
credit guarantee scheme
has achieved a milestone
with guarantee coverage
of Rs 56,000 crore.

MSME can generate more 
profits from e-commerce: Verma

Tiruppur (TN), Jun 27: 

India is one of the
fastest-growing economies
in the world and it is ex-
pected to reach USD 30 tril-
lion in the coming 30
years, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said here on Sunday.
If India grows at 8 per cent
every year on a compound-
ed annual growth basis,
the economy will double
in about nine years, he
said. The country’s econo-
my at present stood at
about USD 3.2 trillion and
in nine years from today,
he said, it will be about
USD 6.5 trillion. “Another
nine years, that is 18 years
from now, we will be about
USD 13 trillion economy.
And then another nine
years after that, that is 27

years from now, we will be
a USD 26 trillion economy
Then obviously, 30 years
from today, confidently we
can all expect that the
Indian economy will be a
USD 30 trillion economy,”
the minister said. Some
“naysayers” have raised
questions on these num-
bers but they should come
to places like Tiruppur to
see the significant jump in
the growth of sectors like
textiles, he added. Goyal

also said that the country’s
economy is growing at a
healthy pace even in the
current challenging times
because of the ongoing
war between Ukraine and
Russia and Covid-19 pan-
demic. The war has led to
a shortage of certain com-
modities in the global mar-
kets and it has pushed the
world inflation, but India
has managed to maintain
its inflation at a reason-
able level, the minister
noted. For “most of the
items, we have been able to
maintain the prices much
better” even as compared
to the developed world, he
said. Talking about the
textiles industry, he said
the industry size at pres-
ent is about Rs 10 lakh
crore and exports are
about Rs 3.5 lakh crore.

Indian economy may touch USD
30 tn in next 30 years: Goyal

Mumbai, Jun 27: 

On the occasion of
World MSME Day, Meta
said that there has been an
increasing trend towards
small businesses from
non-metro cities using its
apps to grow. There has
also been an explosion in
direct-to-consumer (D2C)
businesses from small
towns using Meta apps -
Facebook, Instagram, and
WhatsApp. Raipur based
RAS Luxury Oils, which is
redefining the personal-
care space on the back of
its unique farm-to-face
model, has been built on
digital with Facebook and
Instagram playing a key
role in its growth journey.

Said Archana Vohra,
Director, Small and
Medium Business, India at
Meta, “Small towns of

India have always been the
center of innovation and
entrepreneurship. Digital
and the Meta Apps -
Facebook, Instagram and
WhatsApp - are now giving
these powerful ideas scale
and reach to expand na-
tionally and even globally.
At Meta we continue to
stay deeply committed to
the growth of India’s
small businesses by pro-
viding them with the same
tools that large businesses
have.”

Meta said that among
the 100 most followed
Facebook pages from 1
million to 2 million follow-
ers in India, more than
50% of them are now from
non-metro cities. For
Instagram, among the 100
most followed Instagram
businesses between 1 mil-
lion to 3 million followers
in India, approximately
40% of them are based in
non-metro cities. The com-
pany also said that more
than half-a-million Indian
small businesses on
Instagram list a WhatsApp
number or a phone num-
ber or an email in their bio
and encourage potential
customers to contact them
directly via DM indicating
how small businesses are
using Meta apps to reach
customers directly and
grow their business.

Significant increase in small 
businesses from small towns: Meta

New Delhi, Jun 27: 

The current operating
environment remains
highly volatile and persist-
ent inflation will likely im-
pact demand across cate-
gories, Tata Consumer
Products Ltd Chairman N
Chandrasekaran said on
Monday. ,To navigate
through these “short-term
bumps” in this uncertain
environment, the compa-
ny will focus on strong ex-
ecution, maintaining agili-
ty and nimbleness,” he
said while addressing
shareholders at the annual
general meeting (AGM).
“Geo-Political tensions,
supply chain challenges,
and demand-supply mis-
matches in crude and sev-
eral other commodities
are driving persistent in-
flation, which will likely

impact demand across cat-
egories. “In this uncertain
environment, we will con-
tinue to focus on strong ex-
ecution, maintaining agili-
ty and nimbleness to adapt
and navigate through
short-term bumps; and
more importantly to take
advantage of opportuni-
ties that could arise dur-
ing this period,” said
Chandrasekaran, who is
also the Chairman of Tata
Sons, the holding firm of
the Tata Group. Terming

the FY21 as a “very event-
ful one”, Chandrasekaran
said challenges posed by
the pandemic and more re-
cently, geo-political devel-
opments have resulted in a
very volatile macro-envi-
ronment with a wide-rang-
ing impact on people,
economies, and business-
es. “These unprecedented
challenges have also
thrown up opportunities
for us to adapt to new ways
of thinking, be agile and
build for the future. This
mindset has helped your
company deliver strong
overall performance,” he
said. TCPL has made sig-
nificant progress - expand-
ing distribution, accelerat-
ing the pace of innovation,
redesigning the supply
network and driving digi-
tal transformation across
the value chain.

Persistent inflation likely to impact demand
across categories: Chandrasekaran

New Delhi, Jun 27:  

The GST Council in its
two-day meeting starting
Tuesday is slated to dis-
cuss an array of issues, in-
cluding a mechanism for
compensating states for
revenue loss, tax rate
tweaks in some items and
relaxed registration
norms for small online
suppliers. Further, the
Council, chaired by the
Union Finance Minister
and comprising state
counterparts, will also
clear levying the highest
tax of 28 per cent on online
games, casinos and horse
racing, besides, discussing
a report of a GoM on high-
risk taxpayers under GST
to curb evasion. The GST
Council would also consid-
er a report of the panel of
state ministers on making
e-way bill mandatory for

intra-state movement of
gold/ precious stones
worth Rs 2 lakh and above
and e-invoicing mandato-
ry for all taxpayers supply-
ing gold/precious stones
and having annual aggre-
gate turnover above Rs 20
crore. Besides, an interim
report of a group of minis-
ters on rate rationalisa-
tion, which is likely to sug-
gest correcting the invert-
ed duty structure and re-

moving some items from
exempted list, would also
be taken up for considera-
tion. Separately, the report
of the committee of state
and central officers, com-
monly referred to as the
Fitment Committee which
suggested tweaking rates
in a handful of items and
issuing clarification in
case of majority of items
would also be deliberated
at the meeting to be held at

Chandigarh June 28-29.
The officers’ committee

has also suggested defer-
ing a decision on taxabili-
ty of cryptocurrency and
other virtual digital as-
sets, pending a law on reg-
ulation of cryptocurrency
and classification on
whether it is goods or serv-
ices. The Council may see
a stormy discussion
around compensation pay-
out to states with opposi-
tion-ruled states aggres-
sively pushing for its con-
tinuation beyond the five-
year period which ends in
June. The Centre, last
week, notified extension of
the compensation cess,
levied on luxury and de-
merit goods, till March
2026 to repay borrowing
that were done in 2020-21
and 2021-22 to compensate
states for GST revenue
loss.

GST Council meet: States’ compensation, 
easier e-comm suppliers’ registration, tax tweaks on cards

New Delhi, Jun 27: 

The Finance Ministry has
asked public sector banks to
explore fintech partnerships
and co-lending opportunities
to expand their business. In
the recently concluded per-
formance review of PSBs by
the Finance Ministry, sources
said, lenders were asked to
focus on technology and data
analytics to push their lend-
ing. The ministry also urged
the heads of the public sector
lenders to strengthen IT
security systems and cyber-
security to check fraud.

According to the sources,
banks were asked to sanction
loans for productive sectors
to accelerate the revival of
the economy facing head-
winds, including the Russia-
Ukraine war. As per the RBI’s

latest data, growth in lending
by PSBs has improved signifi-
cantly to 7.8 per cent in
March 2022 from 3.6 per cent
a year ago. Some of the PSBs
recorded 26 per cent growth. 

Bank of Maharashtra
(BoM) recorded a 26 per cent
increase in gross advances to
Rs 1,35,240 crore at the end
of March 2022. It was fol-
lowed by the State Bank of
India and Union Bank of India
with 10.27 per cent and 9.66
per cent growth, respective-
ly. 

The Pune-headquartered
BoM witnessed a 16.26 per
cent deposit growth and
mobilised Rs 2,02,294 crore
at the end of March 2022.
Union Bank of India was the
second with an 11.99 per cent
growth in deposits (Rs
10,32,102 crore), while Indian

Bank recorded a 10 per cent
rise to Rs 5,84,661 crore. The
sources said banks were
asked to expedite non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) reso-
lution and focus on the recov-
ery of bad loans. The meeting
took stock of asset quality
and business growth plans of
banks, the sources said,
adding that non-performing
assets (NPAs) of Rs 100 crore
and the recovery status were
also discussed. 

It is to be noted that the
meeting was held against the
backdrop when all PSBs post-
ed a profit in the second
financial year in a row. They
have more than doubled their
net profit to Rs 66,539 crore
in FY22.  The collective profit
of 12 state-owned banks
together was Rs 31,820 crore
in FY21. However, there were

collective losses for five
straight years during 2015-16
to 2019-20. The highest
amount of net loss was regis-
tered in 2017-18 at Rs 85,370
crore, followed by Rs 66,636
crore in 2018-19; Rs 25,941
crore in 2019-20; Rs 17,993
crore in 2015-16 and Rs
11,389 crore in 2016-17. 

To improve the financial
health of PSBs, the govern-
ment implemented a compre-
hensive 4Rs strategy —
recognition of NPAs transpar-
ently, resolution and recovery
of value from stressed
accounts, recapitalisation of
PSBs, and reforms in PSBs
and the wider financial
ecosystem — for a responsi-
ble and clean system.
Comprehensive steps were
taken under the 4Rs strategy
to reduce NPAs of PSBs. 

FinMin asks banks to explore fintech 
partnership, co-lending opportunities

Mumbai, Jun 27:  

Benchmark stock in-
dices Sensex and Nifty ral-
lied nearly 1 per cent to
close at over two-week
high levels on Monday,
posting gains for a third
straight day as global equi-
ties advanced on easing in-
flation concerns. The 30-
share BSE Sensex jumped
433.30 points or 0.82 per
cent to settle at 53,161.28, a
level not seen since June
10. During the day, the
barometer rallied 781.52
points or 1.48 per cent to
53,509.50. The NSE Nifty
also gained 132.80 points
or 0.85 per cent to close
above the 15,800 level at
15,832.05, the highest clos-
ing level since June 10. In
the three-day winning run,
Sensex jumped by 2.56 per
cent or 1,378 points while

Nifty rallied 2.73 per cent
or 418 points to more than
two-week high.

“Declining commodity
prices have been lifting the
exhausted domestic equity
market during the recent
sessions,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services said.
Analysts said that in-
vestors expect oil prices to
decline further following
easing demand from
Europe, China and the US
due to the slowdown in the
economy. Larsen & Toubro
was the biggest gainer
among Sensex shares, ris-
ing by 2.69 per cent. Tech
Mahindra spurted 2.67 per
cent, HCL Tech by 2.61 per
cent, IndusInd Bank by
2.27 per cent and Infosys
by 2.25 per cent. Asian
Paints jumped 2.19 per
cent, Bharti Airtel by 2 per

cent , Tata Steel by 1.75 per
cent, UltraTech Cement by
1.74 per cent, SBI by 1.51
per cent, ITC by 1.5 per
cent and Sun Pharma by
1.44 per cent. On the other
hand, Reliance Industries,
Kotak Bank and Titan de-
clined.

“Markets started the
week on a strong note and
gained nearly a per cent.
Upbeat global cues trig-
gered a firm start in
benchmark indices, fol-
lowed by range-bound
move till the end,” Ajit
Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd, said.
In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge
jumped 1.57 per cent and
midcap index gained 0.87
per cent.

All the BSE sectoral in-
dices ended in the green,
with capital goods jump-

ing 2.26 per cent, IT (2.02
per cent), teck (1.84 per
cent), metal (1.81 per cent),
basic materials (1.65 per
cent), industrials (1.55 per
cent), utilities (1.46 per
cent) and power (1.44 per
cent). “Domestic equities
traded in positive territory
throughout the day in-line
with its global peers,” said
Siddhartha Khemka, Head
- Retail Research, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services
Ltd. Analysts said global
cues would continue to
dictate the market trend.
Besides, domestic factors
like the upcoming GST
council meet will also be
in focus. Elsewhere in
Asia, markets in Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and
Hong Kong ended in the
green following sharp
gains in the US markets on
Friday.

Sensex, Nifty rally nearly 1 pc in line 
with global gains; rise for 3rd day

ACROSS

1. Mild oath

5. Brace

9. Pile up

14. Heavy twine

15. Mellow

16. Southern beauty

17. Deserted

19. Follow

20. ____ code

21. Metric weight

23. Standard

24. Go to

26. San Antonio shrine

28. Longing

30. Capital of the Philippines

34. Trade

38. Professor’s leave

41. Artist ____ Picasso

43. Watery expanse

44. Comic ____ Martin

45. Pledge of ____

48. Time periods

49. Pilfers

50. Bad actor

52. Future flowers

55. Ranting speech

60. Ecuador’s neighbor

63. Actor ____ Idle

65. Iron or lead

66. In the know

68. Count

70. ____ deadly sins

71. 43,560 square feet

72. Guinness of “Star Wars”

73. Curl

74. Dissolve

75. Wren’s home

DOWN

1. Serious play

2. Mechanical man

3. Not together

4. Anxious

5. For

6. Finger jewelry

7. Puccini work

8. Bicycle part

9. Pres. Lincoln

10. Pacifist Christian branch

11. Likewise

12. Defame

13. Appear

18. Refute

22. Papa’s spouse

25. ____ Plaines, Illinois

27. Wrestling pads

29. Apollo agcy.

31. Cake decorator

32. Volcanic flow
33. Pub drinks
34. Health clubs
35. Cartoonist Disney
36. Competent
37. Enjoyable things
39. London’s Big ____
40. Baroque composer
42. Gawk
46. Words of comprehension (2 wds.)
47. Have supper
51. Silent performer
53. Nighttime vision
54. From then on
56. Aired again
57. “____ of Two Cities” (2 wds.)
58. Calendar numbers
59. Choose by ballot
60. Former
61. Water pitcher
62. Speak wildly
64. Hair feature
67. Certain dashes
69. Bumped into
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The desire for travel might hit you today, per-

haps to visit a friend who lives far away, and

you could set the wheels in motion to make it

happen at some point in the future. Socializing

could take up your evening, if possible, and you

might talk to some interesting people. A friend

may need a sympathetic ear. As you’re espe-

cially sensitive to others right now, you’re pre-

pared to hear a sad story. Otherwise, your day

should go well, Aquarius.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today you might hear about opportunities to

increase your income, Pisces, either through

your current employment, a new job, or per-

haps a project of your own. You’re likely to

channel a great deal of energy and inspira-

tion to this end. Others may want to pitch in

and help you. You’re liable to feel energetic

and optimistic. This, in turn, can help you

attract more opportunities. Go for it!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

All your relationships could be enhanced today

by your increased sensitivity to the needs and

feelings of others, Aries. You may provide a

sympathetic ear to melancholy friends, help

someone resolve problems, or both. Whatever

it is, rest assured that your efforts won’t go

unappreciated. You’ll probably grow closer to

the ones who mean the most to you now,

including a significant other.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Expect to find yourself ministering to the
needs of colleagues and family members
today, Taurus. People around you might need
to draw upon your insights into human nature
in order to understand themselves and others.
Your common sense could prove valuable to
them. In the process of sharing your wisdom
with others, you might also shed some light
on emotional situations of your own. You
could surprise yourself!

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today you might feel especially intellectually

and creatively inspired, and you could dis-

cuss your ideas with others. The process of

communication could open new doors in your

mind and result in some fascinating insights

concerning whatever you’re pursuing at this

time. Sometime in the course of your conver-

sations, Gemini, don’t be surprised if you find

that one of your friends needs a sympathetic

ear. Enjoy your day.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A close friend or member of your house-
hold could be having money problems,
Cancer, and want to draw on your good
business sense in order to understand the
situation and find ways to put it right. As
you’re likely to be feeling especially sensi-
tive to the needs of others today, you could
be of valuable help to this person and any-
one else who might need some insights.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Heightened intuition and ESP could lead to
some interesting conversations with oth-
ers who are blown away by your insights
into their thoughts, feelings, and desires.
You could also be feeling more expressive
than usual, Leo. You might want to channel
some of that inspiration into writing,
speaking, or some other form of self-
expression. Reading may also prove espe-
cially valuable at this time.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A higher level of intuition and inspiration
than is usual for you could enhance your
artistic talents, Virgo. A powerful drive to
express the stories, pictures, or music that
may be flooding your mind could result in
your spending as much of the day as possi-
ble in seclusion, jotting down thoughts and
ideas. By day’s end, you might have spent
most of your free time alone yet be very sat-
isfied with the results.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Moving ahead is today’s key phrase,
Libra. You should be feeling very opti-
mistic and excited about goals that you’ve
set for yourself. You’re probably confident
that you’ll reach them, and all will go well.
This positive attitude spills over into your
relationships. You should be in just the
right frame of mind to encourage friends
to go for their dreams and give them any
assistance they need.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Inspiration is the keyword for the day, Scorpio.

You may be feeling highly motivated to move on

with what others consider impossible dreams.

“Impossible” has never stopped you before, and

you aren’t likely to let it stop you today. You’re

more likely to consider all contingencies careful-

ly in order to make them work. Friends could be

inspired by your vision and determination and

follow your example. Go for it.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

An increased understanding of distant cultures

as well as curiosity about the people who live

there could spur you on to further learning about

those places, Sagittarius. Friends or groups with

which you’re affiliated could be involved in some

way. You’re likely to channel a lot of energy into

intellectual activities today and inspire others to

do the same. Take a walk at some point during

the day to clear your head.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The opportunity to increase your income could

spur you to channel more energy and inspira-

tion into career and business matters,

Capricorn. Some vivid, intense dreams might

reveal a lot about you and your motivations,

which could increase your self-awareness and

make everything easier for you. The drive to

succeed in material and spiritual matters is

likely to play a powerful role in everything you

do today. Onward and upward!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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PP rithviraj Sukumaran, a
Malayalam celebrity who is

now promoting his next bilingual
film 'Kaduva', was recently spotted
engaging with the media in
Hyderabad. Prithviraj Sukumaran
made references to his prospective
endeavours while talking about
movies and other areas of his inter-
ests. While interacting with the
media in Hyderabad, Prithviraj
made some amazing revelations
about a few other topics and indi-
cated his desire to direct a Telugu
film soon in addition to the numer-
ous offers he is currently consider-
ing. On making his Telugu debut, he
said, "I've already been given a film
by a few of top Tollywood produc-
ers, and I'm glad and delighted
about it. I might soon direct a Telugu
movie in addition to acting". Due to
his fantastic films, including his
directorial debut, 'Lucifer', and his
most recent acting endeavor, 'Jana
Gana Mana', Prithviraj Sukumaran
also has a sizable fan base in
Tollywood. They helped him connect
with the Telugu audience, and now
he wants his future movie, 'Kaduva,'
to have a direct dubbed release.
Prithviraj Sukumaran is considered
for a significant role in Prabhas'
most-hyped movie 'Salaar'.
Prabhas' dates and his schedule are
currently a little hazy, according to
Prithviraj, but he would never want
to pass up the opportunity to work
with a star like Prabhas and is wait-
ing for director Prashanth Neel to
come up with a solution.

P riyanka Chopra Jonas has expressed her anguish over

the recent US Supreme Court decision to overturn its

landmark Roe v. Wade decision that granted women constitu-

tional right to abortion. The Indian actress took to her

Instagram stories to former US President Barack Obama's

wife Michelle Obama's post on the ruling. Renowned person-

alities have been protesting the Supreme Court's decision.

Priyanka conveyed her disagreement on her Instagram sto-

ries. She added another post that included a cartoon con-

trasting American gun rights with abortion rights in addition

to reposting a tragic statement made by the former First

Lady. Michelle Obama had stated in her statement that she

was "heartbroken" by the decision. "So yes, I am heartbro-

ken, for the teenage girl, full of zest and promise, who won't

be able to finish school or live the life she wants because her

state controls her reproductive decisions; for the mother of a

nonviable pregnancy who is now forced to bring that preg-

nancy to term; for the parents watching their child's future

evaporate before their very eyes; for the health care workers

who can no longer help them without risking jail time."

OOnn  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ffrroonntt,,  PPrriiyyaannkkaa  wwiillll  bbee  sseeeenn  iinn  tthhee  uuppccoommiinngg

sseerriieess  ''CCiittaaddeell'',,  aass  wweellll  aass  FFaarrhhaann  AAkkhhttaarr''ss  ''JJeeee  LLee  ZZaarraaaa''..

Priyanka Chopra
compares

American gun
rights and 

abortion rights

I may direct 
a Telugu film 

very soon, says
Prithviraj 

SukumaranSS tar Bharat is bringing us the most
important journey of Mika Singh's life

where he is on a mission to find his life part-
ner. With the beautiful remaining contest-
ants, the challenge seems bigger than ever.
To aid him in this process Raveena Tandon
is here!  Mika Singh had expressed to the
production, before the start of the show,
that he wants a girl like Raveena Tandon as
his 'Vohti'. Raveena Tandon is a force to be
reckoned with and is known for her excep-
tional work ethic.  Raveena quote, "I am
very excited to see Mika and I am going to
be helping Mika with choosing that one
person who will be spending her life with
him. The tables have turned on the show
'Swayamvar - Mika Di Vohti' and I am very

happy to be a part of this show. I wish Mika
and his 'Vohti' will try to understand each
other with time and treat each other with
love and respect. I wish them all the best.
And I hope to be the 'Best Woman at Mika
Singh's wedding!"  An SOL Production,
'Swayamvar - Mika Di Vohti' is here to make
us fall in love again, along with Mika Singh
and his 'Vohti'. Our favorite Raveena
Tandon will be seen helping him out with
this important task of finding a good match
for Mika. What tasks and challenges will
Raveena Tandon give our beautiful contest-
ants? 
TToo  ffiinndd  oouutt,,  ttuunnee--iinn  ttoo  ttoonniigghhtt''ss  eeppiissooddee  ooff
''SSwwaayyaammvvaarr  --  MMiikkaa  DDii  VVoohhttii'',,  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy
ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  88  PPMM,,  oonnllyy  oonn  SSttaarr  BBhhaarraatt!!

Raveena wants to be 
the ‘Best woman’ at Mika

Singh’s wedding!

SS ony SAB's Dharm Yoddha Garud has held the audience glued to the screen with its larger-
than-life visuals and authentic storytelling. The Devtas resolve to join forces with the Asuras

to obtain the unattainable nectar of youth, as directed by Lord Vishnu (Vishal Karwal). However,
the ocean would need to be churned in order for the nectar to surface, and this was a task they
couldn't do alone, considering they were bereft of energy.  The preparation for the big historical
event begins but the parties involved soon realize that this was a herculean task which
would require the assistance of Mount Mandara and the Serpent King, Vasuki. In order to
churn the ocean, Mount Mandara was to be used as a churning rod, but he was too heavy to
lift. Upon the insistence of Narada, Garud (Faisal Khan) took up the challenge and while chant-
ing Lord Vishnu’s name, he tried to lift the mountain. Soon, he realized they needed a churning
rope and hence decided to go to Vasuki. Vasuki is the eldest son of Kadru (Parul Chauhan), the
queen of the serpents. Lord Vishnu asked Garud to approach his brother and ask for his immedi-
ate assistance. Due to Garud's animosity toward the King of Serpents, this assignment was too
much for Garud to bear. Nevertheless, along with Kadru, he flew towards Vasuki and even though
he refused to see him eye to eye, Garud persuaded him to give him a chance and help serve the
Gods in winning the crusade. Hence, Vasuki, the King of Snakes agreed to serve as a churning
rope and to be bound around Mount Mandara. The Asuras demanded to hold the head of the
Serpent while the Devtas agreed to hold the snake’s tail. Will the Devtas and Asuras manage to
churn the Ocean of Milk and attain the nectar of immortality?

KKeeeepp  wwaattcchhiinngg  DDhhaarrmm  YYooddddhhaa  GGaarruudd,,  MMoonn  --  SSaatt,,  77::3300  PPMM  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  SSAABB!!

Garud
gears up for

the great
'samudra
manthan' 

For a girls' night out in Dubai, actress Samantha Ruth Prabhu and her closest friend Shilpa

Reddy got together. Sahitya Reddy, the sister of Shilpa Reddy, joined them. Pictures from

their meeting in Dubai had everyone's attention. Shilpa Reddy uploaded a photo to Instagram

with the caption: "Wonderful to have had an unexpected chance to finally make My sister

meet Sam and Sam meet my sister My two favourite women & Well , Dheva always Finds it

fun to catch up with Sam Aunty too #dubaidaires Samantha Ruth Prabhu @sahityareddy."

She also shared another pic with Samantha and wrote: "Guess whom did we have a chance

to catch up with in Dubai". On the job front, Samantha has a number of high-profile films

scheduled for release in the near future, including the Hindi drama Citadel, Yashoda, and

Gunasekhar's magnum opus: Shakuntalam. In the Hollywood film Arrangement of Love,

Samantha will be seen portraying a significant role. Samantha Ruth Prabhu is the female lead

alongside Arjun Reddy fame Vijay Deverakonda's next rom-com Kushi.

Samantha 
visits Dubai 
to spend 
time with 
her close pals



TORCH RELAY

Grandmaster Tejas Bakre plays chess with children during an event organised to
receive the torch relay of the 44th Chess Olympiad, in Prayagraj, Monday.
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Leicester, Jun 27 (PTI):

India ticked all the re-
quired boxes during the
four-day practice match
against Leicestershire and
will look to hit the ground
running when they face
England in the rescheduled
one-off Test beginning
Friday, said head coach
Rahul Dravid.

“I think whatever we
needed to achieve and
whatever boxes we needed
to tick in terms of our
preparation leading into
the Test match on Friday, I
think we are very satisfied
and happy, we have been
able to do that this week,”
Dravid said in a video post-
ed by Leicestershire Foxes
on Twitter. Asked about
the challenges of playing
in English conditions,
Dravid said: “When you
have got just one game or
one-off game in a series, its
not really a lot of time,

you’ve got to hit the ground
running hard and you’ve
got to be able to hopefully
get your act together right
from the first day of the
Test match. “There is not
lot of room to maneuver or

things to go wrong. So hav-
ing said that it has been a
good week. I thought the
match wicket was chal-
lenging on first couple of
days and settle down in the
last two so, it was good, it

was a great week.” The for-
mer India batter also gave a
thumbs up to the facilities
and atmosphere here.

“I thought you know
everyone’s really looked
after us really well. It’s

been great crowds you
know, it’s really lovely to
see so many people come to
watch the game like this
and just the atmosphere
and the vibe have been ex-
cellent,” he said.

Dravid satisfied with India’s
preparation for one-off Test

Mayank Agarwal to join Indian Test
squad in England as cover for Rohit

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Opener Mayank
Agarwal has been called up to
join the Indian squad in the UK as
cover for skipper Rohit Sharma,
who has been rendered doubtful
for the Edgbaston Test against
England after testing positive for
COVID-19. Rohit competed on the
first day of the drawn warm-up
game against Leicestershire
before being placed under isola-
tion. He had tested positive in a
Rapid Antigen Test (RAT). The 31-
year-old Agarwal had missed out
on making the 15-man squad
for the game, starting July 1,

but an opportunity has come his way as KL Rahul got injured
just ahead of the South Africa series and now Rohit has con-
tracted infection.  “Mayank is flying today as a cover for Rohit
and if need be will be available for the Test match as UK Covid
protocols don’t require any quarantine period on landing if RT
PCR test is negative,” a BCCI source told PTI. 

 ‘We have ticked all
boxes’

Dambulla, Jun 27 (PTI):

Skipper Chamari
Athapaththu struck a
counter-attacking 48-ball
80 as Sri Lanka outplayed
India by seven wickets in
the third and final T20I to
avoid a whitewash here on
Monday. The 32-year-old
Chamari smashed 14
boundaries and one six
and in the process became
the only cricketer from the
island nation to get to the
2000-run mark in T20Is.
Tillakaratne Dilshan
(1889) is the highest run-
scorer among the male
cricketers from Sri Lanka.

Chasing a modest 139 to
avoid a clean sweep by the
Indians, Sri Lankan bat-
ting finally came good as
the hosts hunt down the
target with three overs to
spare to claim a consola-
tion win. The three-match
T20I series thus ended 2-1

in favour of India, who
stuttered after opting to
bat before skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur’s re-
silient 39 not out (33b; 3x4,
1x6) propped up their total
to 138 for five. In reply, Sri

Lanka lost Vishmi
Gunaratne (5) in the first
over, but Harshitha
Samarawickrama (13)
gave a fine support to
Chamari in the powerplay
before being dismissed by

Radha Yadav in the fifth
over. Thereafter, Nilakshi
de Silva (30 off 28 balls)
joined hands with
Chamari as the skipper
cruised to a 29-ball fifty —
the fastest fifty for Sri
Lanka women’s T20I.

Luck also was on her
side as Chamari got a re-
prieve on 42 when
Jemimah Rodrigues
missed a running catch in
the midwicket boundary.
She soon slammed back-to-
back fours en route to her
fifth T20I fifty.

With Chamari looking
furious, Sri Lanka just
needed 18 runs in the final
five overs and the hosts it
without much ado to seal
their first T20 win against
India at home.

India were sloppy on the
field and missed a slew of
run-outs and signed off
the T20I series on a disap-
pointing note.

Record-breaking Chamari denies 
India clean sweep as SL win final T20I

Sri Lankan players during the 3rd T20 cricket match
between India and Sri Lanka, at Rangiri Dambulla
International Cricket Stadium, in Dambulla, Sri Lanka,
Monday.

Sindhu, Prannoy lead India’s 
challenge at Malaysia Open Super 750

Kuala Lumpur, Jun 27 (PTI):

P V Sindhu will look to
quickly recover from her
first-round exit at
Indonesia, while HS
Prannoy will eye another
consistent show as the duo
spearhead the Indian chal-
lenge at the Malaysia
Open Super 750 tourna-
ment starting here on
Tuesday.

Sindhu, a two-time
Olympic medallist, was
shown the door in the
opening round by China’s
He Bing Jiao at the
Indonesia Open Super 1000
earlier this month and she
will have to put behind
that defeat when she be-
gins her campaign against
a formidable Pornpawee
Chochuwong of Thailand.
While Sindhu enjoys a 5-3
head-to-head count
against Chochuwong, the

Indian has lost to the Thai
world number 10 three
times in their last five
meetings, making their
clash a mouth-watering
prospect. If she can cross
the opening hurdle and hit
a consistent run, Sindhu

might come across
Olympic champion Chen
Yu Fei of China. London
Olympics bronze medallist
Saina Nehwal also stars in
the same half of the draw
and will open against
USA’s Iris Wang. A win

will put her face-to-face
with Japanese sixth seed
Nozomi Okuhara, a for-
mer world champion.

Saina had skipped the
Indonesia leg to manage
workload and will look to
put up a good show
against Wang, whom she
had defeated in three
games the only time they
met last year at Orleans
Masters.

In men’s singles,
Prannoy has been on a
consistent run with a se-
ries of quarterfinals since
the world championships
last year. He played a piv-
otal role in India’s epic
Thomas Cup win and then
dished out some superla-
tive performances in
Jakarta to reach the semi-
finals. The 29-year-old was
crestfallen after a series of
unforced errors led to his
ouster from Indonesia.

Pusarla V. Sindhu of India
attends a practice session
at Axiata Arena ahead of

the Petronas Malaysia Open
2022 badminton tourna-
ment in Kuala Lumpur,

Malaysia, Monday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2277  ((PPTTII))::

The emergence of a num-
ber of penalty corner special-
ists in the national team gives
India an edge over the other
sides, according to former
hockey captain Sandeep
Singh, who knows the “diffi-
cult art” of drag-flicking like
the back of his hands. 

The Birmingham
Commonwealth Games-bound
Indian team has as many as
three specialist drag-flickers
in Harmanpreet Singh, Varun
Kumar and Amit Rohidas. And
with junior players like Sanjay,
Araijeet Singh Hundal and
Sudeep Chirmako waiting in
the wings, India are well
placed as far as the penalty
corner department is con-
cerned. Drag-flick is a difficult
art which takes years of prac-

tice to master. It is a very
technical thing, where besides
brute power, you need fast
hands and quick bodyweight
transfer, said Sandeep. Having
options in drag-flick gives any
team an advantage and we are
lucky that we have many
penalty corner specialists in
the team now. It adds variety. 

Harmanpreet is a world-
class flicker, added Sandeep,
who is nicknamed Flicker
Singh’ for his exploits with the
goal-scoring technique during
his playing days. Sandeep, a
fiery drag-flicker in his hey-
days, said the current national
team under Manpreet Singh
has the wherewithal to break
its gold medal jinx at the
Birmingham Games, starting
next month. Since hockey’s
introduction in the CWG
schedule in 1998 Kuala

Lumpur edition, Australia has
swept all the six gold medals.
India’s best results are two sil-
ver medals in the 2010 edition
at home and 2014 Games in
Glasgow, Scotland. Indian
hockey has made tremendous
progress. 

The bronze medal in Tokyo
was just the fillip the game
needed to revive its past glory,
Sandeep told PTI in an exclu-
sive interaction from the
Indian Sports Fan Award 2022,
where newly-elected Rajya
Sabha member and veteran
sports promoter Kartikeya
Sharma was honoured with
the recognition. If you ask me
I firmly believe we can win a
gold in this Commonwealth
Games. In today’s hockey
there is hardly any gap
between the top 5 world
teams.

Options in drag-flick hands India advantage
over others in world hockey: Sandeep Malahide, Jun 27 (PTI):

India will be hoping for
clear weather and im-
proved performances from
rookies like Umran Malik
when it clashes with
Ireland in the second and
final T20, here on Tuesday.

The rain had reduced
the series-opener to 12-
overs a side contest and it
could well be another
shortened game consider-
ing a rather gloomy fore-
cast for match day.

Ruturaj Gaikwad did
not come out to bat on
Sunday due to a calf nig-
gle and he could be the
only change in the playing
eleven if the opener does-
n’t regain full fitness.

With a full strength
squad to be played in the
T20s against England next

month, the final match
against Ireland presents
another opportunity to the
younger players to show
what they are capable of.

Pace sensation Umran
Malik will be among those
who would be eager to
make an impact. It is not
fair to judge him by the

only over he bowled on
Sunday but he was all over
the place, indicating that
the nerves got the better of
him.

It was the sixth over of
the innings, the ball was
relatively new and 22-year-
old Harry Tector made full
use of Malik’s extra pace.

Skipper Hardik Pandya
has already expressed that
Malik is better off bowling
with old ball, bringing him
into play only after the
powerplay.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar is
likely to pose problems for
the Ireland batters again
with conditions helping

him move the ball both
ways. Avesh Khan was not
up to the mark in the death
overs and he will be look-
ing for a better perform-
ance.

The Indian bowlers will
be wary of the threat
posed by Tector. The Irish
batter attracted a lot of at-
tention with his fearless
play in the first T20 after
his team found itself in lot
of trouble.

Some of the shots he
played fetched praise even
from the Indian players.
Another explosive knock
against the game’s power-
house might help Tector
bag a life-changing IPL
contract.

“Some of the shots he
played were mind-blow-
ing,” remarked Hardik
after the seven wicket win.

India expect young stars to shine in gloomy Irish weather
Didn’t want to risk playing Gaikwad as he

had a calf niggle: Pandya
Malahide (Ireland): India skipper Hardik Pandya revealed that
he didn’t want to risk sending out Ruturaj Gaikwad to open the
innings in the first T20 against Ireland as he picked up a calf
niggle in the first half of the game. India chased down a 109-
run target with relative ease in the rain-curtailed T20 against
hosts Ireland on Sunday night. But at the halfway stage
instead of regular opener Gaikwad, Deepak Hooda walked out
to open the innings alongside Ishan Kishan. “Rutu had a niggle
in his calf,” Pandya said at the post-match press conference.
“We had the choice of taking a risk and sending him in (to
open), but I was not okay with it. 

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2277::  All India
Invitational Table Tennis
Tournament would be organ-
ised at Raipur in the month of
December.

Above decision was taken at
the General Body meeting of
Chhattisgarh Table Tennis
Association (CTTA) held here.
A resolution was also passed to
organise Senior National TT
tournament. CTTA General
Body also gave approval to the
annual calendar under which
first State Ranking TT
Tournament would be held in
the month of July at

Rajnandgaon whereas second
and third would be held at Durg
and Raipur. Raipur North MLA
and CTTA Chairman Kuldeep
Juneja was chief guest of the
meeting whereas CTTA
President Sharad Shukla
presided over the meeting dur-
ing which Chhattisgarh

Olympic Association (COA)
Joint Secretary Vijay Agrawal
and senior Coach TN Reddy
were present as Observors.

Senior office-bearers were
also present on the occasion,
informed CTTA Secretary
Vinay Baiswade in a press
release issued here.

All India Invitational TT 
tournament to be held in December
 CTTA General Body

meeting held

Central Chronicle News

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2277::  Rajat Patidar
one of the key architect of
Madhya Pradesh’s Ranji Trophy
triumph has been able to live
up to the expectations of his
team with keeping a track on
his progress through the
CricHeroes App which has
been handy for him as the offi-
cial scoring partner has helped
him to perform well.
Responding to the success,
Abhishek Desai, MD of the
CricHeroes says that they have
been trying to bridge this gap
over the years since their

inception in 2016. CricHeroes
since inception has strived
hard to bridge the distance
between aspiring cricketers
and the cricketing boards
through a scientific and
process oriented way.  

He added that Cricheroes
today are the official scoring
partners to more than 200

state associations and interna-
tional cricket boards, and have
over two million active users
and close to 10mn players reg-
istered on it. Major BCCI affili-
ated state associations like
Cricket Association of Bengal,
Baroda Cricket Association,
Tamil Nadu Cricket
Association, etc.  are using the
platform. Younger stars like
Rajat Patidar, Yash  Dhull,
Ishan Kishan, Krunal Pandya
and the likes have maintained
their scores on the application
in their rising years of their
cricketing careers.   Cricheroes
today is more than a scoring
app. It also provides data and
analytics to its partner associa-
tions in order that they make
more informed selections.

Patidar maintained his scores
on the CricHeroes application

 Cricheroes provides 
data and analytics to its
partner associations

Abhishek Desai

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI):

Former India opener
Virender Sehwag reckons
that skipper Rohit Sharma
could be relieved from cap-
taincy duties in the T20
format which would allow
him to manage his work-
load better.

“If the Indian team
management has someone
else in mind as captain in
the T20 format, then I
think, Rohit (Sharma)
could be relieved and the
following can be taken into
consideration going for-
ward,” Sehwag told PTI in
an interview.

“One, that would allow
Rohit to manage his work-
load and mental fatigue,

given his age. “Two, once
someone new is appointed
as captain in T20s, it would
also allow Rohit to take
breaks and rejuvenate
himself to lead India in
both Tests and ODIs,” he
said in an interaction
arranged by Sony Sports,
the official broadcaster of
the India-England series.

Rohit Sharma can be relieved
as captain from T20s: Sehwag

Tripura Chief Minister Manik Saha and BJP workers celebrate his victory in Tripura Assembly by-elections, in Agartala.

VICTORY CELEBRATIONS
‘Abandoning of widows a social evil’

Mathura (UP), Jun 27 (PTI): 

The practice of widows
being abandoned by their
sons and relatives is a so-
cial evil and a blot on the
country's culture,
President Ram Nath
Kovind said on Monday
and advocated their remar-
riage and economic inde-
pendence. Interacting with
inmates of Krishna Kutir,
a home for widows, in the
temple town of Vrindavan
in Uttar Pradesh, the presi-
dent commended the effort
to establish the facility but
said, in his views, there
should be no need for such
shelter homes in society.

"There have been many
examples wherein sons or
family members of many
women left them as desti-
tute in Vrindavan and
never came back to even

enquire about their condi-
tion," he said. "This social
evil is a blot on the culture
of our country. The sooner
this stigma is removed, the
better," he added. He com-
pared such treatment of
widows to social evils like
child marriage, sati and
dowry. "My view is that
there should be no need for
the construction of shelter
homes like 'Krishna Kutir'

in society. Instead, efforts
should be made towards
measures like remarriage,
economic independence,
share in family property,
protection of social and
moral rights of destitute
women," the president
said. Kovind also said that
it has been seen that after
the death of a woman's
husband, the attitude of
not only that family but of

the society changes to-
wards her. "We have to
come forward and awaken
the society to stop the neg-
lect faced by widows. From
time to time many saints
and social reformers have
made efforts to improve
the difficult life of such de-
spised mothers and sis-
ters," he said.

Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar and Swami
Dayanand Saraswati got
some success in their ef-
forts but still much re-
mains to be done in this
area, he said. "I also appeal
to all the responsible citi-
zens of the society that
these mothers who have
moved away from social
life should be included in
the mainstream of the so-
ciety. Their contact with
society should be in-
creased. Their participa-
tion in Teej, other festivals
and fairs should be encour-
aged," he said.

Oppn BJP hits out at Raj
CM for targeting Pilot

Jaipur, Jun 27 (PTI): 

The Rajasthan BJP on
Monday hit out at Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot for
accusing his former
deputy Sachin Pilot of
being involved in a con-
spiracy to dislodge the
Congress government in
the state. Former state
deputy chief minister
Pilot and 18 MLAs close to
him had rebelled against
Gehlot in 2020, triggering a
political crisis in the state.

Gehlot had on Saturday
said Union minister
Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat's recent re-
marks over the rebellion
against him two years ago

prove that he in con-
nivance with Pilot tried to
topple the state govern-
ment. Leader of
Opposition in the
Rajasthan Assembly
Gulab Chand Kataria
claimed that Gehlot is an-
noyed by the fact that Pilot
enjoys widespread public
support.

"Sachin Pilot has the
support of the people
while Gehlot and (parlia-
mentary affairs minister
Shanti) Dhariwal do not.
Gehlot wants to throw him
out so that he can rule like
an autocrat," he said.
Kataria's deputy Rajendra
Rathore called Pilot
Neelkanth (the one with a

blue throat), which is an-
other name of Lord Shiva,
who consumed a deadly
poison for the benefit of
living beings.

"Rajasthan's CM and his
ministers are crossing the
limits of politics of insult. I
would like to thank Sachin
Pilot for his patience, who
was sometimes called use-
less and sometimes a con-
spirator, Rathore told re-
porters in Bharatpur. He
has become Neelkanth. But
when Neelkanth spews poi-
son, an earthquake comes.
When will that earthquake
hit the Congress, I don't
know," Rathore said,
adding that Pilot's patience
should not be tested.

Railways to transport
relief materials to flood
hit NE states free of cost

Guwahati, Jun 27 (PTI): 

Railways will transport all
relief materials to the flood af-
fected north eastern states
free of cost, officials said on
Monday. 

The free transportation will
be applicable for inter-state
and intra-state aid and relief
materials by parcel vans or
second class, luggage cum
guard van and goods trains,
North East Frontier Railways
spokesperson said here.

All types of freight charges
have been waived off for the
purpose from any part of the
country to the region and no
ancillary charges like demur-
rage, wharfage or others will

be charged for the transporta-
tion of relief materials, he
said.

Less than standard compo-
sition rakes can be booked
with relief materials for the
flood affected region and non-
governmental organisations
can send relief materials free
of cost to the flood affected
areas of the region like those
of the government. 

NGOs would, however, re-
quire proper approval from
the divisional railway
mangers, who have been em-
powered to take decisions on
any further additional facili-
ties, including attaching addi-
tional coaches or vans to vari-
ous northeast bound trains.

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI): 

The Congress on Monday
termed as "deeply disap-
pointing" the Supreme
Court ruling upholding the
SIT's clean chit to the then
Gujarat chief minister
Narendra Modi and 63 oth-
ers in the 2002 communal
riots, and asked whether
Modi and the state govern-
ment will ever be held ac-
countable.

The opposition party
said it stands by party
leader, the late Ehsan Jafri,
and his family and asserted
that what happened to him
in a most tragic manner
was the result of a "funda-
mental lapse on the part of
the state government".

Ehsan Jafri, a former
Congress MP, was among
the 68 people killed at
Ahmedabad's Gulberg
Society during the violence

on February 28, 2002, a day
after the Godhra train
burning that claimed 59
lives.

The Congress' detailed
reaction to the Supreme
Court ruling came after the
Supreme Court on Friday
upheld the SIT's clean chit
to Modi and 63 others in the
2002 communal riots in the
state, saying there is no
"title of material" to show
the violence after the
Godhra train carnage was
"pre-planned" owing to the
criminal conspiracy al-
legedly hatched at the
"highest level" in the state.

The top court dismissed
a plea by Jafri's wife Zakia,
terming it as "devoid of
merits". In a statement on
the apex court ruling,
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said the
Supreme Court judgment
in the Zakia Jafri case is
"deeply disappointing".
Despite the judgment dated
June 24, 2022, certain fun-
damental questions still re-

main unanswered, Ramesh
said.

"What is the constitu-
tional and moral responsi-
bility of the chief minister
and the state government
in cases of large-scale com-
munal riots," Ramesh said.
"Is the responsibility in
such cases only ever that of
the Collector & Deputy
Commissioner of Police
and not of political execu-
tive? Will the chief minis-
ter, cabinet and state gov-
ernment never be held ac-
countable, even if a state is
thrown into a circle of vio-
lence & riots?" he said.

While the Supreme
Court has pronounced its
judgment, there are five
questions that will contin-
ue to haunt Prime Minister
Modi, including was he not
the Gujarat chief Minister
when the horrific riots took
place in 2002, Ramesh said.
"Why was PM Vajpayee so
affected by his lack of ac-
tion that he had to publicly
remind him to do his duty,

to follow his Rajdharma'?"
Ramesh said.

Was it not the Supreme
Court which called out the
conduct of the Modi
Government in Gujarat as
that of "modern day Nero's
(who) were looking else-
where when ...innocent
children and helpless
women were burning, and
were probably deliberating
how the perpetrators of the
crime can be saved or pro-
tected , the Congress leader
asked.

''Why did sections of the
BJP, including now mem-
ber of the Modi Cabinet
Smriti Irani protest and
call for his dismissal as CM
if he was not guilty of any
wrongdoing," Ramesh
asked. "What about all the
numerous convictions that
have been carried out on
the basis of the evidence
collected by the SIT relat-
ing to the Gujarat riots?
Can the BJP claim that
those also stand invalidat-
ed?" he said.

‘Introduce Sanskrit in
schools from Class III’

Ahmedabad, Jun 27 (PTI): 

The RSS-affiliated
Samskrita Bharati has
sought that the Gujarat
government introduce
the Sanskrit language
from Class III in the
form of "songs, shlokas,
and small stories",
claiming its suggestion
was based on the
National Education
Policy 2020.

Confirming the devel-
opment, Himanjay
Paliwal, organising sec-
retary of Gujarat state
Samskrita Bharati,
said, "We have request-
ed the state government
to introduce Sanskrit
from primary school.
We want it to be intro-
duced from Class 3 in
the form of songs,
shlokas, and small sto-
ries."

"Our suggestion to
the Gujarat govern-
ment is based on the
National Education
Policy 2020. Sanskrit is
the key to the Indian
language system, and if
we understand and
learn Sanskrit, we shall
be better positioned to
understand the Indian
knowledge system,"
Paliwal claimed.

The Himachal
Pradesh government
has introduced Sanskrit
from Class III, while in
Chhattisgarh, it is being
taught from Class II it-
self, Paliwal said.

"If Sanskrit is intro-
duced early on, it will
enrich other Indian lan-
guages like Gujarati.
Because we have side-
lined Sanskrit, we are
losing our own lexicon,"
he added.

As per the National
Education Policy,
"Sanskrit will thus be
offered at all levels of
school and higher edu-
cation as an important,
enriching option for
students."

"It will be taught in
ways that are interest-
ing and experiential as
well as contemporarily
relevant. Sanskrit text-
books at the foundation-
al and middle school
level may be rewritten
in Simple Standard
Sanskrit (SSS) to teach
Sanskrit through
Sanskrit (STS) and
make its study truly en-
joyable," says Section
4.16 of the NEP.

Samskrita Bharati is
a non-profit organisa-
tion with a pan-India
presence working to re-
vive Sanskrit.

Efforts needed 
to end it
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Students celebrate after Assam Higher Secondary Education Council (AHSEC) announced
class XIIth results, in Dibrugarh, Monday,

JOY OF SUCCESS

̈ Will then CM ever be
held accountable
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RSS-affiliate tells Gujarat govt

President Ram Nath Kovind with Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, Governor Anandiben Patel 
and others during his visit to Krishna Kutir, an ashram for
widows, in Vrindavan. 

SC ruling in Zakia case 
deeply disappointing: Cong

A S Rajan moves
out of IB

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI):
Senior IPS officer A S
Rajan was on Monday ap-
pointed as the director of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
National Police Academy
(SVPNPA) at Hyderabad,
an official order said.
Rajan, a 1987 batch Indian
Police Service (IPS) officer
of Bihar cadre, is current-
ly special director in the
Intelligence Bureau (IB).
The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
has appointed Rajan to the
post of Director, SVPNPA
up to February 28, 2023 --
the date of his superannu-
ation, said the order is-
sued by the personnel min-
istry. The SVPNPA is a
premier training academy
for IPS officers. His ap-
pointment assumes signif-
icance as Tapan Kumar
Deka, who is one batch
junior to Rajan, was on
June 24 appointed as the
IB chief. Deka, a 1988 batch
IPS officer of Himachal
Pradesh cadre, is also the
special director in the IB.
He will take over as the
next chief of the IB after
Arvinda Kumar completes
his tenure on Thursday.



Tiger attack
GGaaddcchhiirroollii::  A 30-year-old
man was killed in a tiger
attack in Gadchiroli in
Maharashtra, while the
carcass of a leopard,
which may have died in a
fight with a big cat, was
also found in another part
of the district, officials
said on Monday. The
body of Kishor Mamidwar
(30) was found at 9am on
Sunday in compartment
number 6 in Porla Beat in
Wadsa forest division, an
official said.

Charge 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former Punjab
DGP Dinkar Gupta on
Monday took over as the
Director General of the
National Investigation
Agency (NIA), an anti-ter-
ror probe agency formed
after the 26/11 terror
attack in Mumbai, reliev-
ing CRPF chief Kuldiep
Singh of the additional
charge. Gupta, a 1987-
batch IPS officer of Punjab
cadre, takes over as a full-
time chief of the agency
after more than a year. 

Bomb threat 
GGwwaalliioorr:: Police conducted
an extensive search at
the Gwalior railway sta-
tion in Madhya Pradesh
on Monday after receiv-
ing a bomb threat call,
which later turned out to
be a hoax, officials said.
The bomb disposal squad
and sniffer dogs also
joined in the search, but
nothing suspicious was
found, they said.

Protest 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A group of
students, teachers,
activists and civil society
members staged a
protest at Jantar Mantar
here on Monday against
the arrest of Teesta
Setalvad by the Gujarat
Anti-Terrorist Squad, call-
ing it a “pre-planned con-
spiracy” and an attempt
to “silence” other
activists. Senior Congress
leaders Jairam Ramesh
and Ajay Maken also
joined the protest.

Arrested 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 33-year-old
man was arrested for
allegedly cheating a
schoolteacher on the pre-
text of getting his son
admitted to a govern-
ment medical college,
police said on Monday.
The accused has been
identified as Vikas Paras
from Uttar Pradesh’s
Kanpur. He holds a PhD
degree from an
Uttarakhand-based 
university. 

DISPLAY OF OPPN UNITY

Opposition candidate Yashwant Sinha with NCP Chief Sharad Pawar, Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi &
Mallikarjun Kharge, and SP leader Akhilesh Yadav during the filing of his nomination papers for presidential
election, at Parliament House in New Delhi, Monday.
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BRIEF

French President Emmanuel
Macron, right, greets Indias

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during the official 

welcome ceremony of G7
leaders and Outreach guests

at Castle Elmau in Kruen,
near Garmisch-

Partenkirchen, Germany, 
on Monday.

New Delhi/Guwahati,
Jun 27 (PTI) : Moving
against rebel Shiv Sena
MLAs, Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Monday
took away portfolios of
nine ministers who have
jumped ship, while the dis-
sident MLAs took their
fight to the Supreme
Court, which kept in
abeyance the disqualifica-
tion proceedings against
them before the Assembly
Deputy Speaker till July
11.

In a relief to the rebel
Sena lawmakers, the
Supreme Court on
Monday kept in abeyance
the disqualification pro-
ceedings before the
Deputy Speaker of the
Assembly till July 11 and
sought responses to pleas
by rebel MLAs question-
ing the legality of notices
seeking their disqualifica-
tion. The SC, however, re-
fused to pass any interim
order on the plea of the
Maharashtra government
that there should not be

any floor test in the
Assembly and said they
can always approach it in
case of illegality.

A vacation bench of
Justices Surya Kant and J
B Pardiwala directed the
Maharashtra government
to protect the life, liberty,
and property of 39 rebel
Shiv Sena MLAs and their

family members.
Eknath Shinde’s son

and Sena MP Shrikant
Shinde said Deputy
Speaker Narhari Zirwal
had sent disqualification
notices to his father and 15
other dissident legislators
under pressure which is
evident from the Supreme
Court order.

The Speaker has rights
in the Assembly. He has
the power if anyone goes
against the whip in the leg-
islature. It does not apply
to anyone not coming for
any meeting. The ‘tugh-
laqi farman’ (the disquali-
fication notice) was issued
(by him) under pressure
and the court has shown

that today, the Lok Sabha
from Kalyan said.

Closing ranks with be-
leaguered CM Thackeray,
senior Congress leader
Prithviraj Chavan said in
New Delhi the ruling MVA
was strongly with the Shiv
Sena “whether in the gov-
ernment or the opposi-
tion.”

Chavan, a former CM,
said the political crisis in
Maharashtra was being
orchestrated by the BJP
from the national capital
with the misuse of central
investigative agencies.

In midst of the turmoil,
Shiv Sena Rajya Sabha MP
Sanjay Raut, who is lead-
ing his party’s charge
against the rebels, faced
ED summons which he
termed as a “conspiracy”
to stop him from fighting
against party’s political
opponents.

Raut, who is the Sena’s
chief spokesperson, said
even if he is “killed”, he
will not resort to the
“Guwahati route” taken
by rebel MLAs.

Elmau (Germany), Jun
27 (PTI): Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Monday
highlighted India’s efforts
for green growth, clean en-
ergy, sustainable lifestyles
and global wellbeing, at a
G7 summit session here.

Prime Minister Modi,
who is in Germany on a
two-day visit from Sunday
for the summit of the G7,
was received by German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz
upon his arrival at Schloss
Elmau, the picturesque
venue of the summit in
southern Germany.
“Becoming pro-planet peo-
ple. Investing in a better fu-
ture. In the @G7 session on
climate, energy & health,
PM @narendramodi high-
lighted India’s efforts for

green growth, clean energy,
sustainable lifestyles &
global wellbeing,” Ministry
of External Affairs
Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi tweeted.

Before the start of the
summit, Prime Minister

Modi shook hands with US
President Joe Biden and
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau as the lead-
ers assembled for a group
photo. This was the first
meeting between Modi and
Biden after they met in

Japan for the Quad summit
in May. The two leaders are
also scheduled to meet in
July for the I2U2 virtual
summit of the quadrilater-
al economic forum com-
prising India, Israel, the
UAE and the US.

Srinagar, June 27 (PTI):
Shri Amarnath Shrine
Board (SASB) is pulling
out all the stops to ensure
smooth pilgrimage, sched-
uled to begin on June 30, to
the holy cave shrine hous-
ing the naturally formed
ice-lingam in south
Kashmir Himalayas.

Jammu and Kashmir
administration is also aug-
menting the efforts of the
Shrine Board by providing
fool proof security cover
along both the Pahalgam
and Baltal routes to the
holy cave, a senior official
said. While the board is
making arrangements for
the pilgrims intending to
undertake the pilgrimage,

it has also made a provi-
sion of online darshan for
those who cannot physi-
cally undertake the yatra.

“For the devotees who
can not come for the Yatra,
they can avail facility of
online darshan, pooja,
havan and prasad,” an offi-
cial of the SASB said. At
Baltal base camp, a 70-bed

fully-equipped DRDO hos-
pital had been set up for
quality healthcare servic-
es to the pilgrims. The hos-
pital, funded by Ministry
of Health and Family
Welfare, will have X-ray
and ultrasound facilities,
general and oxygenated
wards, OPD, ICU, pharma-
cy and a laboratory.

Rajesh Soni

Surajpur, Jun 27: In this
modern hi-tech era it
sounds odd that students
are studying in open and
under a tree. But this is
true and that too in the
home district of
Education Minister. In
Choukapara of Orgi block,
as the condition of a pri-
mary school building is in
a dilapidated state, stu-
dents are forced to study in
the open under a tree. This
primary school building
which is in Pando tribe
dominated Biharpur
Chadni area is in a dilapi-
dated state since 2007 and
quite a number of times

ceiling plaster fell down
while classes were in
progress. Citing danger
school was shifted to a
rented building from the
last academic session but
as the rent has not been
paid now 43 children of
this school study in open
under a tree. It is a holiday
when it rains. The parents
and teachers have many a
times given verbal and
written complaints about

this dilapidated school
building but no change
has been witnessed.

Officers apprised with
condition

The condition of school
building and risk to the
students studying here is
already in the knowledge
of education department.
Applications were given at
the redressal camp and
local MLA too has been
made aware about it.

School teacher S Tirki her-
self informed to the offi-
cials of education depart-
ment but no response
came from the other side.
There are two teachers
posted in this school and
there is lack of infrastruc-
ture too. The non-payment
of rent has forced the
school authorities to va-
cate the building and stu-
dents are now studying in
the open.

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI): 

Allowing Biological E’s
Corbevax as a booster for
those fully vaccinated
against COVID-19 with ei-
ther Covishield or
Covaxin is likely to be
considered by the NTAGI,
which is scheduled to
meet on Tuesday, sources
said.

The Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI)
on June 4 approved
Corbevax as a precaution
dose for those aged 18 and
above. India’s first indige-
nously-developed RBD
protein subunit vaccine,
Corbevax, is currently
being used to inoculate

children in the age group
of 12 to 14 years.

“The National
Technical Advisory
Group on Immunisation
(NTAGI) will discuss al-
lowing Corbevax, which
has been cleared by the
DCGI, as a booster for
those fully vaccinated
with Covishield or
Covaxin,” a source told
PTI.

The government advi-
sory panel is also expect-
ed to review the trial data
of the country’s first
quadrivalent human pa-
pillomavirus (qHPV) vac-
cine against cervical can-
cer, developed by the
Serum Institute of India.

A separate HPV work-
ing group of the NTAGI
had, on June 8, examined
the vaccine’s clinical trial
data and usefulness for
inclusion in the national
immunisation pro-
gramme, sources had
said.

The recommendation
of the Standing
Technical Sub-
Committee (STSC) of the
NTAGI on reducing the
gap between the second
dose and the precaution
dose of Covid vaccines
from nine to six months
may also also be ratified
at the meeting to be
chaired by the Union
health secretary.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2277  ((PPTTII))::  

Schloss Elmau, the venue of
G7 summit in Germany, has a
deep Indian connection with visi-
tors being welcomed by Lord
Ganesha and a motif of elephant
running through the facility.
Official sources said the Indian
influence on Schloss Elmau,
which had hosted the annual
meeting of leading democratic
economies in 2015 too, is attrib-
uted to its owner Dietmar Muller,
who had lived in India in his
youth and was involved in chari-
table activities. He had also
made investment in the informa-
tion technology sector. A restau-
rant has also been named after
God Ganesha, who is associated
with new beginnings and revered
for his ability to remember and
judge. Several yoga and wellness

centres in Schloss Elmau have
Indian names, including Ananda
spa Restaurant, Jivamukti Yoga
Studio and Shantigiri spa, offi-
cials noted. They added that
Muller has spoken about the rea-
son for his deep India connec-
tion, saying the inspiration of
“individual freedom is very pro-
nounced” there. Inspired by
Indian architectural designs and
woodwork, he has brought the
majority of floor-to-ceiling win-
dows, furniture and curtains for
his hotel from India and other
Asian countries. Host to several
musical concerts throughout the
year, Indian classical music afi-
cionados from Germany and
other European countries flock to
the Schloss Elmau for an authen-
tic musical experience from
Indian artists, official sources
said.

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI):
The Delhi Police has reg-
istered a case of rape
and criminal intimida-
tion against Congress
president Sonia
Gandhi’s personal secre-
tary P P Madhavan on a
complaint by a 26-year-
old woman, officials said
on Monday. The woman
alleged that the accused
lured her on the pretext
of providing her a job
and had promised mar-
riage, they said.

A police officer said
the victim was allegedly
raped and threatened of
dire consequences by the
accused if she reported
the matter. “A complaint
was received at the
Uttam Nagar police sta-
tion on June 25. A case
under sections 376 (rape)
and 506 (criminal intimi-
dation) of the Indian
Penal Code has been reg-
istered. We are investi-
gating the matter,” said
M Harsha Vardhan,
Dwarka Deputy
Commissioner of Police.
He said the police were

investigating the allega-
tions levelled against a
71-year-old man who is
working as a personal
secretary to a senior po-
litical leader. Though the
DCP did not name the
political leader, officials
in the Delhi Police said
the allegations were lev-
elled against Madhavan.

The officials said the
woman lives in Delhi
and her husband died in
2020. The husband used
to work at the Congress
party office, they said,
adding that he used to
affix hoardings.

NTAGI to consider 
Corbevax as booster dose

For those vaccinated with Coivishield, Covaxin

Students sit in open due to non-payment of school bldg rent

Dilapidated school building. Students studying under the tree.

 Home district of
Education Minister

Alternative 
arrangement
being made

“ Very soon alternative
arrangement will be made
for the students studying in
the open and also the dilap-
idated school building will
be repaired.”

VViinnoodd  KKuummaarr  RRaaii
DDEEOO  SSuurraajjppuurr

India connection of Schloss
Elmau, venue of G7 summit

All set for resumption of Amarnath Yatra 

Amarnath Yatra pilgrims show their registration cards
before entering the Bhagwati Nagar-base camp, in
Jammu, Monday.

 After 3-year 
suspension

G7 SUMMIT SESSION

‘PM highlights efforts for green growth, clean energy’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday met South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa and
discussed the full range of
friendship between the two
countries, including further
expanding ties in trade, invest-
ment, defence and food securi-
ty. Prime Minister Modi, who is
in Germany on a two-day visit
from Sunday for the summit of
the G7, met Ramaphosa on the
sidelines of the G-7 Summit at

Schloss Elmau, the picturesque
venue of the summit in southern
Germany. Boosting engagement
with a valued partner. PM
@narendramodi and President
@CyrilRamaphosa held talks on
the sidelines of the G-7 Summit.
They discussed the full range of
friendship between India and
South Africa including ways to
boost trade and people-to-peo-
ple ties, the Prime Minister’s
Office said on Twitter.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi meets President of
South Africa Cyril
Ramaphosa, in Germany. 

Modi holds talks with S African Prez 

Rape case filed against
Sonia’s personal secretary

About the case
The woman alleged that
the accused lured her on
the pretext of providing her
a job and had promised
marriage. A police officer
said the victim was
allegedly raped and threat-
ened of dire consequences
by the accused if she
reported the matter.The
officials said the woman
lives in Delhi and her hus-
band died in 2020. 

DISQUALIFICATION ON HOLD

‘SC relief to Sena rebels’
‘Victory of Balasaheb, Dighe’

Rebel Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde on Monday termed the
relief by the Supreme Court to him and other dissident Sena
lawmakers as the victory of Bal Thackeray’s Hindutva and the
ideals of his mentor Anand Dighe. The Supreme Court has kept
in abeyance the disqualification proceedings before the
Deputy Speaker of the Maharashtra Assembly till July 11 and
sought responses to pleas by rebel MLAs questioning the
legality of notices seeking their disqualification.

Rebel Maha ministers lose portfolios
A week into the political crisis - which was triggered when Shiv Sena minister Eknath Shinde, who has
claimed the support of more than three dozen party MLAs, raised a banner of revolt against the Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government - both sides have refused to blink and appear prepared for a long fight.
An official statement said the portfolios of the rebel ministers led by cabinet member Shinde, who are
camping in Guwahati, have been handed over to other ministers in the Thackeray-led government for ease
of administration. After the revolt led by Shinde on June 21 which has pushed the state goveremnt to the
brink, and Monday’s action by the chief minister, the Shiv Sena, which heads the MVA, now has four cab-
inet ministers, including CM Uddhav Thackeray, his son Aaditya Thackeray, Anil Parab and Subhash Desai. 
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Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2277:: With the initiative
of Mayor Neeraj Pal, five
Dhanwantri Medical Stores
have been opened in Bhilai,
where people are getting good
quality medicines at affordable
prices. People from other dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh are also
visiting Dhanwantri Medical
Store in Bhilai to purchase med-
icines. A person from Bijapur,
the tail end of Chhattisgarh has
become a regular customer of
this medical store in Bhilai.
Ashok Pradhan, who resides in
Bijapur stated that any
Dhanwantari Medical Store is
not operational in his city. So he
purchases medicines for three
months whenever he visits
Bhilai. He thanked Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel and
said that people are getting the
benefits from this scheme. He
added that good quality medi-
cines are available with dis-
counts. There are many benefi-
ciaries of other cities who are
visiting Bhilai to purchase medi-
cines. This innovative initiative
in the health sector ensures
availability of medicines even to
the weaker sections of the soci-
ety. So far, 7500 people have

got the benefit of a discount of
about 10 lakhs from this
scheme. The stock of medicines
has increased. Bhilai Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Prakash Surve is regularly mon-
itoring the medical stores.
According to the public demand
and needs, medical stores are
being opened and efforts are
being made to make the bene-
fits of this scheme reach to
maximum people. 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Group of Institutions celebrate IYD
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2277:: The 8th International
Yoga Day was celebrated by the
Chhatrapati Shivaji Group of
Institutions in the Swami
Vivekananda Auditorium of the col-
lege with full enthusiasm. The pro-
tocol laid by All India Council for
Technical Education New Delhi,
Swami Vivekananda
TechnicalUniversity, Chhattisgarh
and Ministry of AYUSH,
Government of India was followed.
The Corporate Relations Manager,
Yoga Instructor and Certified
Counselor of the college, Rajiv Nair
made the teachers, students and
staff members of the college prac-
tice yoga on the theme "Yoga for
Humanity". 

This yoga practice program was
started with prayer, followed by
walking activities, various asanas
like Tadasana, Vrikshasana,
Padahasatasana, Bhadrasana,
Vajrasana, Shanshakasana,

Mandukasana, Vakrasana,
Makarasana, Bhugangasana,
Shalabhasana, Setubandhasana,
Surya Namaskar, Kapalbhati,
NadiShodhan, Bhramari Pranayama
and meditation were practiced. The
physical benefits of these asanas
are explained in detail.  The method
of reducing toxins and stress from
our body was done practically
through deep breath, inhale and ex-
hale. Spine care exercises were
done with body giant rotation to get
rid of frozen shoulder, shoulder
pain, joint pain.  The Chairman of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Group of
Institutions, Ajay Prakash Verma,
while conveying the best wishes to
all the teachers, staff members and
students of CSIT, CSIP and CSM
College, said that with the develop-
ment of mental and physical
strength through yoga and medita-
tion, the memory power also in-
creases. Yoga not only keeps our
brain but our entire nervous system

healthy and energetic. He ex-
pressed that every student should
include yoga and meditation in their
daily routine. It is a matter of joy
that today the whole world has ac-
cepted Yoga. Rajesh Verma,
Registrar, CSIT said on this occa-
sion that Yoga is very effective in re-
moving all types of depression.
Every day we should give some
time for yoga so that our body re-
mains fully energized. On the occa-
sion of International Yoga Day,
Principal of CSIT Dr Santosh Kumar
Sharma, Principal of CSIP Dr Ashok

Thuluru, Principal of CSM Dr
Chandrashekhar Sharma extended
their greetings. Among those pres-
ent were Registrar of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Group Rajesh Verma, Dean

(Admissions) Prof HR Chandrakar,
Head of Department of Information
Technology and NSS in-charge Prof
Prabhas Gupta, First Year
Coordinator Dr Shailendra
Kushwaha, Dr Padmini Sharma,
Head of Department of Electrical
and Electronics Engineering
Branch, Assistant Professors Anand
V Bakshi, V Hemant Kumar, Dr

Abhijit Ganguly, Head of
Department of Mechanical
Engineering Branch, Assistant
Professors Revendra Kumar
Deshmukh, Dr Saurabh Kumar Soni,
Mechatronics Assistant Professor
Pradeep Agarwal, Computer
Science and Engineering Branch
Assistant Professors Kranti Kumar
Jain, Simple RoopchandraKawade,
Teaching Assistant Panchkriti
Bharti. Information Technology
Assistant Professor Shashikant
Agarwal, Teaching Assistant Sweta
Mishra. Novel Kumar Sahu, Head of
Civil Engineering Department,
Praveen Mohapatra, Teaching
Assistant, Shubham Chandrakar,
Assistant Professor Maths Deepti
Sharma, Sports Officer Yogesh
Baghel, Administrative Staff SR
Meshram, Priyank Tiwari,
Vishwanath Thakur and a large
number of students were present
and benefited from yoga and medi-
tation.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 27: As per the
instructions of Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, the Excise
Department is conducting
a campaign against the
trade of illicit liquor in the
district. The teams of
Excise Department are con-
ducting raids and searches
at different spots.

Under this ongoing cam-
paign to control excise
crimes, 188 quarters (51.840
bulk liters) of country
liquor were seized from a
peddler identified as
LiladharYadav son of
Nirmal Yadav in village
Gudyari of Patan Block. In
another incident, the excise

team conducted a raid at
Hotel Mark Club Resort in
Risali, Bhilai. The Excise
team found that Birender
Thakur son of Vinod
Thakur and Manager Jata
Shankar Pathak son of
Mahesgwar Pathak were
operating a Bar in the club
without a valid license. The
team seized foreign liquor
of different brands includ-
ing 100 Piper, Bacardi Rum,
Black Label, Absolute,
Blackberry, Sula Wines,
Kettle One, Magic Moment,
Ballantine, Blender,
Signature, Red Label,
Breezer, etc (14.370 bulk
liters) as well as 9.850 bulk
liters of Beer of brands
Budweiser, Simba and
Heineken.

BJYM enlighten youth about
benefits of Agnipath Scheme 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 27: District
President of Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha,
Nitesh Sahu took up the
task to explain to the youth
about the benefits of be-
coming an Agniveer
through the opportunity
being provided through the
launch of Agnipath
Scheme for recruitment in
Indian Military by the
Government of India.

He explained that youth
recruited under this new
scheme, which has been
named as Agnipath
scheme, will be known as
Agniveer. He further said
thatsince Independencefor

the first time in the history
of Army recruitment, such
a big change has been made
in which youth from the
age of 17.5 years to 23 years
will be recruited in the
army for 4 years. On com-
pletion of service, they will
be given a lump sum of
about Rs 11 lakh. Going by

the implementation of this
scheme, many youths will
get an opportunity to serve
the country through the
army. Nitesh added that it
is after much study that
this scheme has been im-
plemented by the Union
government but the opposi-
tion party is opposing it,
negative things are being
spread about this scheme.
Regarding all these things,
the Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) is going to
the coaching institute,
Gym, Schools, Sports
Ground and making people
and youth aware of the
specifics of this scheme
and bringing forth the mer-
its of this scheme.

Shop Communication
forum organised at RMP 3

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2277:: A Shop
Communication forum was or-
ganised at SAIL-BSP's Refractory
Material Plant (RMP 3) recently.
RK Shrivastav, CGM (RMP) was
the Chief Guest on the occasion.
Ratan Mukherjee, GM, Sushanta
Pal, GM, Sanjay Kumar Nayak,
DGM, DK Verma, DGM, S
Shrivastav, DGM and other em-
ployees were present on the oc-
casion. 

RK Shrivastav, CGM (RMP) in
his address laid emphasis on
production and Safety and stat-
ed that we must follow Safe
work practices. Additionally, we
must achieve our targets while
adhering to Safety norms, must
work out daily targets with re-

spect to our Annual Business
Plan (ABP) and strive together
to achieve them. He lauded the
employees of RMP who regular-
ly create records. We face some
issues during rainy season but
we can achieve our targets by
being careful. Ratan Mukherjee
while expressing his views
talked about the importance of
RMP 3. We must be ready to
face challenges in the future, he
said. We all are experienced and
capable to face these challenges

and achieve targets, he further
added.  RMP 3'S Annual
Business Plan, Safety, Zero toler-
ance targets, new Circulars, pre-
vention from COVID 19 etc, felic-
itations were discussed in the
communication forum.

Chetna Sharma, AM, Rohit
Kumar Maini, AM, Vijay
Kumar, AM(Pers), Kalidas
Baghel, ALWO, Sandip Kumar
Sahu, PuranlalSahu and other
employees were present on the
occasion. 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 27: On
Monday, Congress party
workers staged
'Satyagraha' demonstra-
tions at all the assembly
constituencies of the state
in protest of Agnipath
Scheme as well as Modi
Government's vendetta
politics targeting
Congress leader Rahul.

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel ad-

dressed the demonstra-
tion at his home con-
stituency Patan, Home
M i n i s t e r
TamradhwajSahu led the
agitators in Risali of Durg
(Rural) constituency
while PHE Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar attended
the demonstration in
Ahiwara constituency.

While addressing the
gathering, CM Bhupesh
Baghel said that the
union government must

have discussed the
Agnipath Scheme with
the youth as well as in
Parliament before imple-
mentation. Terming it to
be an anti-youth scheme,
Baghel said that it is an
insult of the brave
jawans. He alleged that
the Modi government is
selling out the national
property.

There are more than 26
lakh vacancies of govern-
ment jobs but the union

government is not provid-
ing job to the youth.
Ironically, the Indian
Defence Services Chiefs
are coming forward to
hail this scheme.

He added that the
Congress has always
worked to strengthen the
common people while the
BJP is busy in creating
problems for them. The
union government has
failed to check inflation,
rising prices of fuel and

unemployment.
Baghel further said

that the central govern-
ment is practicing vendet-
ta politics to target
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi. He said that
Rahul Gandhi is being ha-
rassed and ED is being
misused. A large number
of Congress elected repre-
sentatives and party
workers were present at
the Satyagraha demon-
strations.

BSP management pays 
tribute to SAIL’s ex-

Chairman Dr Krishnamurthy

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 27: Dr V
Krishnamurthy, Padma
Vibhushan and ex-
Chairman of SAIL passed
away on June 26, 2022. A
condolence meeting was
held at SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Ispat bhavan for
SAIL's ex-Chairman Dr
Krishnamurthy. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP) offered flowers and
paid homage to Dr
Krishnamurthy.

Senior officers including
KK Singh, ED I/c (P & A),
Anjani Kumar, ED

(Works), TapanSutradhar,
ED (Mines), S
Mukhopadhyay, ED
(Projects), Chief General
Managers and other em-
ployees remembered Dr
Krishnamurthy and paid
tribute to him.

Dr Krishnamurthy's con-
tribution to SAIL during
his tenure as Chairman,
SAIL from 1985 to 1990 was
recalled. He played a signif-
icant role in SAIL's turn-
around. He served as the
Head of numerous indus-
trial bodies and also served
as a Consultant to many
companies.

Chief Minister inaugurates 
Hi-Tech Nursery in Sikola

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 27: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
inaugurated a Hi-Tech
Nursery in village Sikola of
Patan block on Monday.
The natural ventilated
shade has been built in this
nursery with an invest-
ment of Rs 3.08 crore. This
shed will provide the most
favourable condition for
growth of plants. The
growth of plants will be ac-
celerated by 5 to 50 times in
this shed.

The Chief Minister
planted a Kadamba sapling
at the nursery. He interact-
ed with the women of self-
help groups and took a
round of the nursery. The
specialty of Hi-Tech
Nursery is that planting of
exotic plants can also be
grown here. Forest
Department officials in-
formed the Chief Minister
that there is also a facility

of Green House Fan
Cooling.

This will also help in
planting of exotic plants.
The initial stage is very dif-
ficult for exotic plants. In
the ventilated net of this
nursery, the exotic plants
will be able to get immunity
in the safe environment.
Along with this, the germi-
nation of seeds can be done

in a lesser time in poly
house.

This will be possible
through the control of tem-
perature and humidity.
There will be no infestation
of insects on these plants.
Plant growth is often affect-
ed by insects and it be-
comes difficult to save
plants from damage by
them at an early stage.

Fertilizers can also be
easily used through drip ir-
rigation system. The Chief
Minister said that saplings
would be grown on a large
scale through hi-tech nurs-
eries. With this, tree planta-
tion will be encouraged and
work can be done in the di-
rection of spreading green-
ery.

It is worth mentioning

that boundary wall, forest
guard quarter, admin block,
support building, irrigation
system, etc have also been
constructed in the campus.
Preparation of 50000 plants
has been started here.

The Chief Minister also
had a photo session with
the women of self-help
groups working here. He
told them that the planta-

tion work has to be promot-
ed. Through this nursery,
the farmers of the area will
be able to get plants easily
and the production of horti-
culture crops will increase
rapidly in Patan area.

Minister of
Environment and Forests
and Climate Change,
Mohammad Akbar was
also present. He said that
hi-tech nursery would be
the best facility for the resi-
dents of Patan area. It will
also help in the develop-
ment of fruit gardens in
this area.

Having a hi-tech nursery,
the possibility of a large
market for exotic plants
will also be ready in Patan
area. PCCF Rakesh
Chaturvedi, CCF BP Singh,
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, Forest
Divisional Officer Shashi
Kumar and other officers
were present.

Congress protests Agnipath scheme 
& Modi Govt’s vendetta politics 

Risali Mayor conducts 
surprise inspection of office 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 27: Risali
Mayor Shashi Sinha con-
ducted surprise inspection
of the office in the on
Monday afternoon.
During her visit, she took
stock of the employees
missing from their tables
in the name of lunch.
Irked at about half a dozen
employees who were not
present at their workplace
Mayor Sashi Sinha gave
strict instructions that ex-
party action would be
taken in case they are

again found missing from
their tables during work-
ing hours. Speaker Keshav
Banchor was also present
with the Mayor during in-
spection.

The Mayor reached
Risali office at around
15:00 hrs approximately.
She inspected the Public
Works Department,
Finance Department,
Livelihood Mission,
Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana and Pension
Branch of the Corporation
Office accompanied by the
Speaker. Later she sum-

moned half a dozen such
employees who were out of
the office on the pretext of
lunch. She gave clear in-
structions that strict ac-
tion would be taken
against negligence in
work or are missing with-
out any prior notice. One
day salary shall be deduct-
ed for missing day. In case
of absence for more than
one day, a show cause no-
tice will be issued to the
employee concerned. If
there is no satisfactory an-
swer, legal action will be
taken. After inspection
Mayor Shashi Sinha said
she would give the list of
those who were absent in
office hours to the com-
missioner. The MiC mem-
bers SanirSahu,
Parameshwara, Councilor
Vinay Netam,
Chandraprakash Nigam,
Rohit Dhankar etc were
present.

Excise department seizes
illegal liquor from hotel 

Over 7500 benefitted from 
Dhanwantri Medical Store scheme
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PLEASANT WEATHER

Rains in the evening hours some parts of the capital city made the evenings pleasant
here on Monday.

Ensure benefits of schemes to needy: CM
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2277::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel during the
‘Bhent-Mulaqat’ programme in
Sarna Ethnic Resort of Balachapar
under Jashpur VS area reviewed
about main schemes of the state
government and the works of the
officers and employees.
Motivating the officers to work for
welfare of the people and for
development of the region, Baghel
said that it is by increasing the
sources of income of poeple from
the state and to better their living

standard is state government’s
main objective.

CM holding the atmosphere in
the district favourable for agricul-
ture and horticulture crops asked
officials to prepare work plan for
production of horticulture and
floriculture crops. He gave
instructions to the officials that all
the benefits of all the public wel-
fare schemes be passed on the
poorest of the poor in the society.
Along with this he asked to associ-
ate more and more women with

Self-Help Groups to make them
economically independent.

CM asking officials to bring
down level of mal-nutrition in the
district, gave instructions to pro-
vide hot-well cooked food to make
Jashpur Anemia-free and ensure
its effective implementation. He
also asked to pay special attention
toawrds increasing ground-water
level, drinking water, water for
day-to-day use, irrigation related
problems through effective imple-
mentation of ‘Narwa’ programme. 

State players  to get opportunity to play T20, One Day and Test matches

Raipur, Jun 27: The first
general body meeting of the
Chhattisgarh State Cricket
Council was held on Sunday
at Vrindavan Hall, Raipur.
In  the meeting, cricket
lovers from all over the state
participated in large num-

bers for the development of
the game. The meeting was
started by lighting the lamp
and offering prayer to Lord
Ganesh. State convener,
Praveen Jain highlighted
the main reasons for the for-
mation of the Cricket
Council and its objectives,

as well as provided detailed
information about the con-
stitution of the institution
to the people present.
Praveen Jain said in his
speech that a large number
of cricket players in the
state fail to get  big plat-
forms, due to which

Chhattisgarh rank among
the last in the entire country
even after being such a pop-
ular sport. Without the per-
mission of the cricket coun-
cil, no events can take place
and it is not in their jurisdic-
tion to grant permission,
due to which there are tech-
nical problems in organis-
ing big events. For this rea-
son, mainly the talented
cricketers of Chhattisgarh
state will be provided big op-
portunities in regular T20,
ODI and Test matches etc.

Instructions to the officers for improving the arrangements in sports complexes

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 27: The com-
missioner of the Tribal
Department, Mrs.
Shammi Abidi has in-
structed the officers to im-
prove the arrangements in
all the sports complexes
run by the Tribal
Department. She also di-
rected to do adequate pub-
licity in their area to fill up
the vacant seats in sports
complexes at the earliest.

Mrs. Abidi was address-
ing the departmental re-
view meeting regarding
proper implementation of
departmental sports com-
plexes at Indravati
Bhawan on Monday. In the
review meeting, the assis-
tant commissioners of
tribal development, sports
teachers and coaches of
sports complexes were
present. It is noteworthy
that at present, a total of
19 sports complexes are
being operated in 16 dis-
tricts under the depart-

ment. A total of 1900 seats
are sanctioned in these
sports complexes with a
seat value of 100. In each
sports complex, every stu-
dent is given a complete
sports dress of Rs.3,000
once a year. This includes
one pair of tracksuits, one
pair of sports or warm-up
shoes, two pairs of stock-
ings and two pairs of
sports clothing. In the re-
view meeting, the sanc-
tioned and vacant seats in
the departmental sports
complexes were discussed.
Apart from this, sports dis-
cipline wise medals re-
ceived in state and nation-
al level sports competi-

tions and other important
competitions were dis-
cussed. It is to be known
that the children of almost
all the departmental
sports complexes have per-
formed well at the state
and national level.

If they are trained
under the supervision of a
good trainer, then their
performance can improve
further. The representa-
tives present in the meet-
ing requested to arrange
good gyms in the sports
complexes.

In the sports complexes
which do not have bound-
ary walls, instructions
have been given to build

four walls at the earliest
from the point of view of
security. Apart from this,
by reserving about 20 per-
cent seats after class 12th,
it was suggested to provide
facilities to the children of
sports complex to stay till
college education in four
districts of the state name-
ly Jagdalpur, Ambikapur,
Raipur and Durg.

Due to which, on the one
hand, junior children will
get the benefit of their ex-
perience, on the other
hand, if they perform
well in the sports compe-
tition at the college level,
the name of the respec-
tive sports complex will

also be there. Along with
this, it has also been sug-
gested to conduct career
counseling in relation to
what opportunities the
children can get after
class 12th.

Instructions were also
given in the meeting to
improve the basic facili-
ties in the sports complex-
es, to provide good quality
sports material and
sports clothes to the chil-
dren. In some districts, a
request was made by the
representatives to build
swimming bridges as
well. Instructions were
given to take necessary
action in this regard.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Mrs. Abidi said that
for the purpose of prepar-
ing good players in the
sports complexes, bene-
fits can also be taken by
coordinating with other
departments like sports
department, youth and
welfare department etc.
Additional Director Shri
Jitendra Gupta, Sports
Officer Dr. Chandranath
Bajpai, all the coaches
and assistant coaches and
other officers-employees
of the department were
present in the meeting.

Ramshackle buses ferrying students!

Raipur, Jun 27: As
schools have opened fully
in the city many private
school operators are using
ramshackle buses for fer-
rying children despite col-
lecting full amount of
transportation from their
parents. Many Unfit buses
were found during check-
ing by the police. As many
as 12 school operators were
fined for using unfit buses.

The police said that unfit
buses would be re-exam-
ined after necessary
changes in these vehicles

by the schools. Raipur
Police had sent a notice to
the schools and set up a
camp at the Police Ground
to check the buses. Traffic
SP Satish Thakur said that
145 buses came for exami-
nation. A fine of Rs 22100
was imposed by the
Transport Department
after defects were found in
37 buses. Buses will be
checked again on July 3.

A total of 191 people, in-
cluding drivers and con-
ductors working in school
buses, were also subjected
to health check-up. Senior
medical officers from vari-
ous hospitals of the city ex-
amined them. Police offi-

cials said the information
was sent to all educational
institutions. But only 12 in-
stitutions sent their buses
for examination.
According to them sending
such a small number of ve-
hicles shows negligence.
Therefore, on July 3, the
school bus check-up camp
will be organized again. If
the institutions do not
send the buses for exami-
nation again, legal action
will be taken against
them. The objective of ex-
amining school buses is to
prevent road accidents
due to malfunctioning of
buses, so that students
stay safe.

Campaign to ensure better services
to people of all wards: Daharia

Raipur, Jun 27: The
Minister for Urban admin-
istration and Labour Dr
Shiv Kumar Daharia inau-
gurated the ‘Mor
Mahapour mor dwar’ cam-
paign at Raipur Municipal
Corporation (RMC) here
on Monday. On this occa-
sion he flagged off the bus
with Mayor, Corporator
and team of officers of
RMC. This team will travel

to different wards of RMC
daily and give patient
hearing to their problems.
Under this campaign, gen-
eral citizens can contact
Mayor through phone and
apprised him about their
problems in the ward or
can even give suggestions.

Terming the launching
of this scheme ‘Mor
Mahapour mor Dwar’
campaign as one in favour
of citizens and hailed it.
He said that this cam-
paign will benefit the peo-
ple living in RMC limit
and in turn they will get
better services. Dr
Daharia said that Mayor

Ejaz Dhebar has made a
good beginning. At the in-
auguration, MAL Raipur
(Rural) Satyanarayan
Sharma, MLA Raipur
(North) Kuldeep Juneja,
Speaker RMC Pramod
Dubey and corporators,
public representatives
and officers and employ-
ees of RMC were present.

Under this campaign,
Mayor RMC Ejaz Dhebar
along with team of corpo-
rators and RMC officials
will tour different wards
of RMC and would know
about problems being
faced by the citizens meet-
ing them in person and

through telephone. In this
programme Mayor will
receive complaints and
suggestions through tele-
phone and for this citi-
zens can contact him
from July 27 to Aug 1, 2022
from particular waard be-
tween 9:00 am to 11:00 am
on phone No’s 9111666201
or 93011953201 and can
talk directly wit the
Mayor.

It is based upon the
complaints or sugges-
tions received, the offi-
cials will be directed to
find out prompt solution.
In the above campaign,
complaints related to
water, electricity, clean-
ing, roads, ration-card,
Aadhar card, Ayushman
Card, death and birth cer-
tificates, ‘Ashray’ con-
struction and repair
works; tap water connec-
tion, building permis-
sion, about illegal con-
struction works, voter list
and other services and
will take prompt action.
In addition to this they
will also ensure citizen
services related to other
government departments
viz. health, education,
women and child develop-
ment, labour, social wel-
fare, medical, revenue
and others.

CM directs Commissioner to check all cases

Jashpur, Jun 27: On com-
plaint of land-mafia being
active in the region, CM
Bhupesh Baghel directed
the Commissioner to
check all the cases within
15 days and submit the re-
port so that due action can
be taken against the guilty.

Speaking on the occa-
sion CM Baghel said that
cow smuggling is a big
problem not only in the
country, but in
Chhattisgarh as well.
Earlier taking care of cow
and having dairy farming

used to be means of eco-
nomic livelihood. But now
‘Goupalan’ has become un-
economical and the people
have started leaving addi-
tional cattle out in the
open. It is nation-wide
problem and it is the
Chhattisgarh which found
out a solution to it from

‘Goudhan Nyay Yojana’,
he added.

CM Baghel further said
that the villagers should
keep their stray cattle in
the ‘Gouthan’ and through
purchase of cow’s urine
and making electricity
using cow-dung would
make dairy farming more

economical and useful.
Baghel said that it is the
Chhattisgarh government
who is offering service to
‘Gou Mata’ (mother cow).
We treat  cow-dung cake as
sacred and the villagers
here are earning liveli-
hood collecting and selling
cow-dung.

CM further said that it
is our efforts that through
‘Mukhymantri Kaushal
Vikas Yojana’, more and
more people are benefit-
ted. CM directed the offi-
cers to study about the
local crop, tea production
in Jsahpur and submit a
report. He informed that
he made declaration of
vegetable and fruit
‘mandi’ in Kunkuri and a
cold storage as well.

Cong stages ‘Satyagrah’ against ‘Agnipath’

Raipur, Jun 27: Congress
leaders and workers took
to streets on Monday in
protest against the
‘Agnipath’ scheme of the
central government for re-
cruitment in the defense
forces. Congress leaders
and workers staged
‘Satyagrah’ in different as-
sembly constituencies in
Raipur.

A demonstration was
held in front of Hanuman
temple located near Pt
Ravi Shankar Shukla
University Gate under the
leadership of MLA from
Raipur West Vikas
Upadhyay. Congress lead-
ers prayed for the wisdom
of the central government
by reciting ‘Sundarkand’.
‘Satyagrah’ was also
staged in different assem-
bly constituencies of the
state.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, who is MLA from
Patan assembly con-
stituency of Durg district,
addressed the gathering of
party workers in the area
and said that ‘Agnipath’

scheme would be danger-
ous for the country. While
people usually solemnize
marriage of their children
and grandchildren after
retirement, central gov-
ernment has brought a
scheme in which a young
man will marry after re-
tirement, Baghel said.

Congress had an-
nounced ‘Satyagrah’ in all
90 assembly constituen-
cies of the state last week.
Party workers started
gathering at the venue of
‘Satyagrah’ from 10 am on-
wards on Monday. Party
workers from Raipur
South assembly con-
stituency staged demon-
stration at Rajiv Gandhi
Chowk near Motibagh. On

the other hand, MLA of
Raipur North Kuldeep
Singh Juneja set up ‘tent’
in Devendra Nagar for
staging ‘Satyagrah’.

Meanwhile Congress
workers of Raipur West
set a stage from the
Hanuman temple located
near the University Gate
to the road. Party leaders
first worshipped Lord
Hanuman in the temple
and then recited
‘Sunderkand’ of
‘Ramcharit Manas’ amid
beats of dholak, jhal and
keypad. Protesting against
‘Agnipath’ scheme they
prayed for wisdom to cen-
tral government.

MLA Vikas Upadhyay
described the scheme as a

betrayal to the country,
saying that this would
weaken the armed forces
and disappoint youth who
have been working hard
for many years to become
soldiers due to provision
of four years of service.
The scheme will also de-
moralize the youth who
are aspiring to serve in
armed forces, he said.
According to Upadhyay an
atmosphere of anger has
been created among all the
youth of country over
‘Agnipath’ scheme, for
which the central govern-
ment of Bharatiya Janata
Party is responsible.
‘Agnipath’ scheme is also
like the three agricultural
laws and it will also have

to be withdrawn by the
central government, he
said.

Similar protests were
also staged in Bilaspur,
Korba, Janjgir,
Rajnandgaon, Dhamtari.
In Korba Congressmen
staged Satyagraha at
Subhash Chowk under the
leadership of Minister
Jaisingh Agrawal and MP
Jyotsana Mahant.
Targeting the Center,
Minister Jaisingh
Agarwal said that the gov-
ernment first brought a
plan to give army training
to the youth of 18 to 21
years and then 21 to 24
years for four years. This
is the time when the youth
become busy in college
studies and in such a situ-
ation, their life will be ru-
ined due to mere four
years of service, Arawal
added. A large number of
Congress workers gath-
ered in Janjgir’s Kutcheri
Chowk under the leader-
ship of former MLA
Motilal Devangan and
staged ‘Satyagraha’ at the
venue. They demanded to
withdraw the scheme for 4-
year military service.
Congress leaders alleged
that the scheme would de-
moralize the country’s
army.

Reads
‘Sunderkand’, pray-
ing for wisdom to
central government

Of land-mafia being
active in region;
submit report in 
15 days

Flags off bus for
‘Mor mahapour,
mor Dwar’ cam-
paign

37 school buses
found unfit

Shammi Abidi
reviewed 19 sports
complexes in the
state

Decision taken in
the first general
body meeting of
Chhattisgarh
Cricket Council  
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Naxalites protest against
Agnipath Scheme

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  2277::  In a press
statement issued by the South
Sub-Zonal Bureau Samta of
Naxalites, it was said to raise
voice against the Agnipath
scheme of the Central
Government and boycott the
recruitment in police, para-mili-
tary and military forces. There
has been a call to intensify the
movement against the contract
system in government jobs. He
has supported the ongoing youth
movement across the country
against the Agnipath scheme, a
contractual method of recruit-
ment in the Indian Army. The
Naxalite release said that the
central and state governments,
on the one hand, promote unem-
ployment by following anti-peo-
ple policies and on the other
hand, taking undue advantage of
poverty and unemployment,
recruit youth in police, para-mili-
tary and military forces. While
not recruiting for vacancies in all
the central and state govern-
ment departments, some people

are being appointed as educa-
tion workers, educationists, pub-
lic participation teachers and
employees on temporary basis
on contract, casual and daily
wage systems. Compared to per-
manent jobs, only one-fourth or
one-third of the salary is given to
such employees. Now this prac-
tice is being started in the Army
in the name of Agnipath Scheme.
Through the release, by com-
pletely banning the contract sys-
tem in government jobs, he
asked to widen the movement to
make permanent appointments
in the vacant posts of all the
departments, to regularize those
who are still working on contract
system. 

There are two aspects to the
Agnipath plan in the Indian
Army, the release said.
Contracting in military recruit-
ment and saffronization and fas-
cism of armed forces and using
them to dismantle the Naxalites’
party PLGA and Janatna govern-
ments in conflict areas.

Objective of National Education Policy
is to make students self-reliant: V-C

BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJuunn  2277::  Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Alok Kumar Chakrawal deliv-
ered a lecture on Academic Bank
of Credits in National Education
Policy 2020 through online medi-
um in Guru Ghasidas
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) at 10 am on June 27,
2022 at a webinar organized by
University Grants Commission
(UGC) - Human Resource
Development Center.

Chief Guest, Vice-Chancellor of
the University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, in his remarks
said that the objective of National
Education Policy 2020 is to make
the students self-reliant from the
time of their studies. Under this,
emphasis has been laid on making
education practical and continu-
ously evaluative so that the stu-
dent is inspired for new efforts in
the field of research and innova-
tion.

While discussing the Academic
Bank of Credits in the National
Education Policy 2020, the Vice-
Chancellor said that there is an

effort to promote interdisciplinary
academic mobility with flexibility
in curricula to the students in high-
er education institutions. Through
this medium, a system of credit
transfer has been created at the
national level in which the student
will have various options to get the
educational qualification including
subjects, institutes and multiple
entry and exit options. Its aim is to
enhance the creativity of the stu-
dents by making the curriculum of
teaching as a catalyst for innova-
tion.

The Vice-Chancellor said that in
the National Education Policy
2020, emphasis has been laid on
equality, quality education and
opportunity. We have to provide
value based education along with

employable education. It is the
effort of the Central University
that students become self-reliant
with education and make the ideas
of self-supporting Chhattisgarh
successful. At the end of the webi-
nar, the Vice-Chancellor also
replied to the queries of various
participants.

Earlier, Director HRDC, Dr.
Ratnesh Singh welcomed the
guests and introduced the theme
of the webinar. In the end, the vote
of thanks was given by the
Assistant Director, Dr. Ashutosh
Singh. The webinar was organized
on the online platform Webex in
which 229 participants from differ-
ent parts of the country
participated.

The first webinar was organized
in a series of four lectures directed
by the University Grants
Commission. 264 lectures are
being organized by various 66
Human Resource Development
Centers of the country for the suc-
cessful implementation of the
National Education Policy 2020.

Biswas demands high-level inquiry 

Jagdalpur, Jun 27:
Subroto Biswas, vice-pres-
ident of Janpad Panchayat
Jagdalpur, has alleged cor-
ruption in the distribution
of uniforms during school

admissions. He has de-
manded a high-level in-
quiry, alleging that the
uniforms given to the chil-
dren is sub-standard.

District Vice President
Subroto Biswas said that
with the opening of the
school, the state govern-
ment is distributing uni-
forms to the children on
its behalf. In this, the qual-
ity of the cloth is very

poor, as well as having sin-
gle and weak stitching,
the uniforms distributed
are torn from place to
place, due to which the
children are facing a lots
of trouble. Demanding its
inquiry, the district vice-
president said that simi-
lar low-qualityuniforms
have been distributed al-
most everywhere in
Bastar district.

CBSE RO K. Srinivasan 1st visit to
Raipur in KPS Campus

Raipur, Jun 27: Recently
on June 26, Abhyudaya
Sahodaya organized an
interaction session with
CBSE Joint Secretary/
Regional Officer Mr. K.
Srinivasan for the first
time in Raipur
Chhattisgarh for all
Principals. Center
Superintendents, and
CNS. Approx 55
Principals participated in
this Interactive Session.

The session com-
menced with a welcome
note by Mrs. Priyanka
Tripathi (City
Coordinator of
Abhyudaya Sahodaya),
followed by a lightning
lamp. Mr. Anurag Gulal

(Principal Krishna
Public School Tulsi) in-
troduced the Regional
Officer in the session and
Mr. Ashutosh Tripathi
(Treasurer of Abhyudaya
Sahodaya) addressed the
event and commenced
the interactive session.

Mr. K. Srinivasan
talked about the latest
CBSE circulars, new IP
systems for payments
and new strategies to
complete exam evalua-
tion in time and suggest-
ed all Principals submit
their results before the
deadline. Along with that
he answered all queries
raised by Principals, CS
and CNS in the session.

Mr. Radhe Shyam Pandey
(Former Principal,
Krishna Public School,
Sunder Nagar, Bhilai),
Mr. Raghunath
Mukharjee (Principal
Delhi Public School) and
Mrs. Kalpana Chaudhary
(Instructional Mentor,
Director Emeritus and
Founder Principal of
N.H. Goel World School)
were invited as esteemed
dignitaries to this event.

The event concluded
with the vote of thanks
by Mrs. Kalpana
Chaudhary (Founder
Principal of N.H. Goel
World School, India), and
group photographs, in-
forms a press release.

DPR Raipur students for Global Youth
Climate Change Fellowship

Raipur, Jun 27: It was a
proud moment for Delhi
Public School, Raipur
when news about Aashita
Singh and Trisha Pandit
being selected to represent
their school and
Chhattisgarh in the presti-
gious 1st Global Youth
Climate, Environment and
Conservation Fellowship
at Guwahatiwas an-
nounced. These students
will be discussing issues
related to climate change
and offer their sustainable
solutions for conservation
of nature. The Fellowship
is expected to convene in
the month of July.

The Eco club of Delhi
Public School, Raipur has
been a constant source of
motivation for its students
to participate in various
conservation programmes
and campaigns. The evi-

dence shot into limelight
whenstudentswere asked
to share their experience
pertaining to climate
change and solutions they
could implement to allevi-
ate carbon levels in the en-
vironment under the
Global Youth Climate and
Environment and
Conservation Fellowship -
2022programme organized
by Wild-Roots –India in as-
sociation with IUCN and
CEC (International union
for conservation of na-
ture), the Commission on
Education and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
(CEC)who are Climate
Champions  committed to
raise awareness in inte-
grating the creativity of
indigenous and local com-
munity youth, as well as
in recognizing that knowl-
edge is only useful in influ-

encing conservation poli-
cies and actions.An online
debate competition was
conducted by them where
about 100 students from
across the country and few
international students put
forth their views out of
which Aashita Singh and
Trisha Pandit made an in-
delible impression on the
jury which has earned
them a place in getting ac-
quainted and trained with
activities under this
Fellowship.

Congratulating the stu-
dents on getting a plat-
form of their interest, the
Principal, Mr. Raghunath
Mukherjee said, “I’m sure
this exposure will enrich
them and enlighten them
to be conscientious in
their overall approach to
environmental studies. I
wish them all the best.”
Mr. Mukherjee also con-
gratulated Aashita’s par-
ents Mr. Bhim Singh and
Mrs. Monika Singh, and
Trisha’s parents Mr.
Jeevan Pandit and Mrs.
Vandana Pandit.

Pro Vice Chairman, Mr.
Baldeo Singh Bhatia and
senior members of the
management, Mr. Vijay
Shah and Mr. Pukhraj
Jain also praised their ini-
tiative and conveyed their
good wishes.

NSO organies nationwide quiz
competition- Anvesha-2022’

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2277::  National
Statistical Office (Field
Operations Division), Raipur
under Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation
organized “Nationwide Quiz
Competition – Anvesha 2022”
on “Official Statistics” on 27
June 2022 in the Conference
Hall of New Circuit House,
Raipur for the students and
alumni of various
Colleges/Universities of
Chhattisgarh State as part of
iconic week celebration by
Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation from
June 27 to July 3, 2022 under
“Azadi-Ka-Amrit-Mahotsav”.

Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy

Director General, National
Statistical Office (NSO), Raipur
presided over the program
“National Quiz Competition –
Anvesha 2022” organized on
27th June 2022 at New Circuit
House, Raipur. Amrit Vikas
Topno, Director, Directorate of
Economics and Statistics,
Chhattisgarh Government,
Raipur was the chief guest of
the occasion and  Shailesh
Faye, Regional Exhibition
Officer, Regional Outreach
Bureau, Raipur, Sunil Tiwari,
Asst. Director, Press
Information Bureau, Raipur
and N. Buliwal, Joint Director,
Directorate of Economics and
Statistics, Chhattisgarh
Government, Raipur were spe-
cial guests of the occasion.

Organisation of iconic week
celebration and “National Quiz
Competition – Anvesha 2022”
were inaugurated by the Chief
Guest, the President and the
special guests by lighting the
“Azadi Ki-Amrit-Jyoti”. This
“Azadi-ki-Amrit-Jyoti” will be
kept continuously illuminated

till 15th August 2022 by the
National Statistical Office. 

Addressing the gathering,
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director General, National
Statistical Office, in his presi-
dential address, informed that
“Azadi-Ka-Amrit-Mahotsav”
was inaugurated 75 weeks ago
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on 12th March, 2021 at
Sabarmati Ashram of
Ahmedabad to commemorate
the 75th anniversary of the
country’s independence on
15th August, 2022. In the same
vein, a “Nationwide Quiz
Competition” is being organ-
ized by the National Statistical
Office with the objective of
promoting the awareness of
“Official Statistics” and to
awaken the young mind about
various aspects of the Indian
Official Statistical System.

Addressing the program, the
special guest Sunil Tiwari,
Assistant Director, Press
Information Bureau said that the
main objective of this nationwide
quiz competition organized

under the “Azadi-Ka-Amrit-
Mahotsav” is not only to sensi-
tize the youth about national
unity and integrity, but also to
make them aware of the role and
work of the official statistical
system. At the same time, he
expressed his gratitude to the
National Statistical Office for
giving a chance to the youth of
Chhattisgarh to show their talent
by organizing this program.

The special guest Shailesh
Faye, Regional Exhibition
Officer, Regional Outreach
Bureau, in his address said that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had commenced the “Amrit
Mahotsav” on March 12, 2021
because on this day (12 March
1930)  Mahatma Gandhi started
the ‘Salt Satyagraha’ (Dandi
March) in protest against the tax
levied on salt by the British gov-
ernment. This Mahotsav will
continue from 12 March 2021 to
15 August 2023. Along with this,
he also underlined the contribu-
tion of the surveys being done by
the National Statistical Office in
the policy formulation of the

country.
The Chief Guest Amrit Vikas

Topno, Director, Directorate of
Economics and Statistics, while
underlining the importance of
organizing this competition, said
that the National Statistical
Office has an important role in
the progress and development
of the country and such events
would encourage the youth to
choose Statistics as a career.

In this competition Nitesh
Shrivastava & Komal Kariya of
St Thomas College, Bhilai won
first prize,  Mukhtar Jaman and
Saumaya Choubey, Govt
Shikshak Shiksha College,
Raipur won second prize and
Omesh Kumar Sahu and Ms
Ruchika Sahu, Mahant
Lakshminarayan Das College,
Raipur won third prize. The
winner was awarded Rs. 5000/-
in cash, trophy and certificate,
first runner-up was awarded
Rs. 3000/- cash and certificate
and second runner-up Rs.
2000/- in cash and certificate.
40 students of 20 colleges par-
ticipated in this competition.
Certificate of participation was
given to all the participants.

“Anvesha 2022” competition
was conducted by Sadhana
Pandey and Annapurna
Tikariha. Officers of
Directorate of Economics &
Statistics and other depart-
ments and officers/employees
of National Statistical Office
located at Raipur/ Durg/
Ambikapur/ Bilaspur also par-
ticipated in the programme.
“Anvesha 2022” concluded with
vote of thanks by George Minj,
Assistant Director, National
Statistical Office, Raipur.

p Nitesh & Komal of
St. Thomas College,
Bhilai won first
prize and Mukhtar
and Saumaya of
GSSC, Raipur came
second

Into sub-standard
uniforms distrib-
uted to students in
Bastar region

Thousands of patients benefitted from MMU camps
Jagdalpur, Jun 27: 

Under the Chief
Minister’s Slum Health
Scheme, the government
is giving the benefit of
health check-up to such
poor, daily wage labourers
and needy persons by or-
ganizing camps of mobile
medical units (MMUs) in
the slums areas. Those
who earn their living as
daily wagers and are un-
able to go to the hospital
for health facilities, are
covered under this
scheme. Health check-up
and treatment facilities
are being made available
to such people by organiz-
ing health camps near
their residence under the
Chief Minister’s Slum
Health Scheme.

T h r o u g h
Mukhyamantri Slum
Health Scheme, so far 1.04
lakh  patients have been
given health benefits
through mobile medical
units in Jagdalpur
Municipal Corporation
and Bastar Nagar
Panchayat area. At pres-
ent, health services are
being provided through 4
Mobile Medical Units for
Jagdalpur Municipal
Corporation area and one

Mobile Medical Unit for
Nagar Panchayat Bastar.

Health check-up, distri-
bution of medicines and
lab tests are being provid-
ed to the patients by organ-
izing camps by the Mobile
Medical Unit. Apart from
this, the work of registra-
tion of patients and labor
registration is also being
done by the medical unit.

Under this scheme start-
ing from November 2020,
till June 14, 2022, the
Mobile Medical Unit con-
ducted 1837 camps, in
which health check-up of
1.04 lakh patients was
done. Out of this, lab test
of 18,981 people was done
and medicines were dis-
tributed to 87,831 patients.
Under the Chief
Minister’s Slum Health
Scheme, labor registration
was done by the Labor

Department for the work-
ers who came for the
health test in the medical
unit, in which 47,709 work-
ers got registered.

Under this scheme, the
people living in the slum
area are getting the best
free health consultation,
check-up, treatment and
medicines. Women living
in slum area are getting
free ANC, PNC, investiga-
tion facility. Here people
are referred to the district
hospital or higher health
centers when serious dis-
eases are detected during
the health check-up.
Providing health related
information through
health education and in-
formation about their
prevention measures is
also being provided.

Lab is being operated
for cleanliness, availabil-

ity of potable water, con-
trol of disease carriers
as well as health tests.
Apart from the quick
treatment scheme, which
is being run under the
Urban Public Service
Society constituted by
the Department of
Urban Administration
and Development, steps
are being taken to diag-
nose the disease and
make them healthy
through the facilities
available in the mobile
medical unit.
Continuous monitoring
is also done by the de-
partment regarding this
service. Along with im-
proving the facility,
arrangements for face
reading, real time GPS,
CCTV cameras etc. have
also been made to ensure
the presence of the staff.

BALCO conducts month-long Knowledge & Skills Camp 

Balconagar, Jun 27: The
Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer and a
subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium Business, con-
ducted a month-long
Knowledge & Skills Camp
250 students hailing from
five government schools in
the region. Conducted
under the company’s
‘Project Connect’ CSR ini-
tiative, the camp included
sessions on various topics
like STEM learning, per-
sonality development, self-
management, computer ed-
ucation, cybercrime, life
skills, law session, commu-
nication, motivation,
sports education, diet edu-
cation, career counselling,
dance, music, art & craft,
animal rescue. The initia-
tive was driven by employ-
ees of BALCO who volun-
teered to teach and share

their experiences on di-
verse subjects with the stu-
dents and motivated them
to pursue their ambitions.

Speaking about BALCO’s
initiative, Abhijit Pati, CEO
& Director, BALCO, said,
“At Vedanta, sustainable
livelihood development is a
key pillar in our communi-
ty development endeavors.
With the right skills and ed-
ucation, our youth can play
a pivotal role in shaping the
future of Chhattisgarh and
India. Through these initia-
tives, we aim to foster skill
development among the
local youth, helping them
avail opportunities to
learn, and explore their re-
spective domains of inter-
est. BALCO believes in en-
abling each individual in
the community with the re-

sources they need to em-
power themselves, and our
various community devel-
opment programmes are
aligned to that vision.”

Expressing her views,
Manokanta Paul,
Principal, Government
Boys School, said, “BALCO
is playing a pivotal role in
the developmental journey
of the students of Korba.
The company’s initiative to
conduct a month-long spe-
cial knowledge camp for
the students of government
schools is praiseworthy.
Such programmes play a
crucial role in the holistic
development of the
younger generations,
adding to their academic
studies. I am especially
thankful to the employees
of BALCO for volunteering

to drive this camp.”
Initiated in the year 2016,

Project Connect is aimed at
supplementing the commu-
nity’s needs for quality edu-
cation especially in Science,
English, Mathematics and
Accountancy (SEMA)
through field instructors
and volunteers from
amongst BALCO’s employ-
ees. The Project mainly fo-
cuses on improving the
learning environment in
government schools by cre-
ating an enabling environ-
ment for improving stu-
dents’ grades, capacity
building of teachers and ca-
reer counselling, through
employee volunteerism. In
FY’22, 1447 students benefit-
ted from regular and reme-
dial classes for 9th – 12th
class on SEMA subjects.

For government
school students

Over 250 students
from five different
govt schools bene-
fitted from the
camp
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Kharora, Jun 27:
President of Farmer
Leadership and Service
Cooperative Society of
Dharsiwa Kharora area,
Yogesh Chnadrakar has
said that the end of June
is going to come and the
monsoon rains have also
started, but many farmers
in the region have not got
DAP fertilizers.

Paddy sowing has been
started but it is unfortu-
nate that farmers need
DAP fertilizer in the ini-
tial state of sowing, on
which the Chhattisgarh
government and the cen-
tral government blame
each other due to political
monopoly, he said. A re-

quest has been made but
the administration is
constantly shunning its
words and on request
from the elected repre-
sentatives of the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment, the Food Ministry
of the Center has not
sent the quota of DAP
fertilizer to the farmers
of Chhattisgarh, he

added. Due to not using
DAP fertilizer on time; all
the farmers of
Chhattisgarh are afraid of
reduction in production
and till today more than
80% of the population in
the country is dependent
on agriculture, he added
claiming that it is unfortu-
nate that both the govern-
ments are not ready to un-

derstand the constant
struggle of the farmers by
rising above politics.

He also said that  if the
problem of DAP fertilizer
is not solved in time, then
along with the farmers of
the area, a one-day protest
demonstration and vio-
lent agitation by all the
farmers of the area will be
done.

Social worker
Farooq challenges
Maoists for debate

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jun 27: Social
worker Farooq Ali has
challenged the Naxalites
by issuing a press release,
if they talk about ideology
and claim to be friendly to
the tribals, then come and
debate with him. If he
can't answer their ques-
tions, then will stop oppos-
ing Naxalism and would
give up.

They use gunpowder,
atrocities on women, and
further Farooq said that
last month, Naxalites had
brutally murdered a
woman including the
sarpanch's husband in
Sukma district, Farooq Ali
condemned the Naxalites
and said that Naxal
women  and he is feeling
ashamed and very sad to
inform that the way they
have been tortured,
Farooq Ali said that he
wants to ask the Naxalites
as well as the social serv-
ice organization, is there
no cost to the lives of inno-
cent tribals. Farooq Ali
has urged the women
working in the Naxalite
organization to raise their
voice on the atrocities
being committed against
women.

Collector expresses displeasure on
negligence in construction work

Central Chronicle News

Mainpur, Jun 27: The
newly posted Collector of
Gariaband district,
Prabhat Malik, arrived for
an official inspection of
villages and Kamar tribal-
dominated village,
Akhxighat, and visited the
Gauthan and ashram hos-
tel here. He also had a di-
rect interaction with farm-
ers and inquired about the
irrigation scheme run by
Creda department in vil-
lage Ganwarmud.District
Panchayat CEO Smt.
Roktima Yadav was also
present along with the
Collector.

Under the inspection of
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School operated
in Mainpur Navamuda,
the Collector expressed
displeasure about the
maintenance in the school

and computer room.
Seeing that there was no
arrangement for water
supply from the basin and
wrongly constructed
stairs with no electricity
power supply system, the
collector summoned the
SDO of the RES depart-
ment and reprimanded
them to fix the whole sys-
tem. Realizing the usage of
substandard level of furni-
ture and other materials,
the Collector said that
quality material should be
used, and no compromise
should be done in con-
struction of toilets kitchen
shed, children's cycle
stand, all around the
school premises.

Along with planting
trees, instructions have
been given to plant green
grass in the field and have
been asked to fix the entire
system in the school. The

Collector also expressed
displeasure on seeing the
quality of the fencing pole
in Kamar tribe dominated
village Behradih, in which
tree plantation work is
being done by the
Department of
Agriculture and
Horticulture, in which
fencing poles and wire
cords have been erected all
around but the cement
pole is of very poor quality.

Expressing displeasure,

it has been instructed to
put a new pole in its place
in a better way. The
Collector was accompa-
nied by District Panchayat
CEO Smt. Roktima Yadav,
Mainpur SDM Hitesh
Pisda, Janpad Panchayat
Mainpur CEO Ashish
Anupam Toppo, Tehsildar
Neelmani Dubey, Naib
Tehsildar Wasim Siddiqui,
Station House Officer
Suryakant Bhardwaj,
Assistant Commissioner

BK Sukhdev, Rajiv Gandhi
Education Mission
District Mission
Coordinator Shyam
Chandrakar, District
Medical Officer N
Navratna, Forest
Department SDO
Rajendra Sori, MNREGA
Project Officer Ramesh
Kanwar, Forest Zone
Officer Mainpur Sanjeet
Markam, Program Officer
Hemant Tirkey, RES SDO
Vijay Devagan, Principal
Vishram Nagesh, Anish
Fatima, Kanchanbala
Ramteke, Seema Thakur,
Akhlighat Sarpanch
Dhanmoti Sori, President
of Kamar Samaj Bansing
Sori, Prem Dhruva,
Sahdev Sande, Dashru
Jagat, Nirmal Deshmukh,
Santosh Patel, Sudhir
Panchbhai and a large
number of officer employ-
ees were present.
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Fitness checking of
school buses done

Central Chronicle News

Sukma, Jun 27: In view
of safety of school chil-
dren travelling in the
school buses, a fitness
checking of all the
School buses was
orgnaised and all the ve-
hicle documents were
checked by District RTO
office. It was based upon
the 16 safety standards,
the Traffic, Transport
and School Education de-
partment jointly organ-
ised this fitness check-up
camp.

During the inspection
the fitness certificates,
taxi-permit, driver's li-
cence, pollution control
certificates and others
were closely examined
and in this two school
buses were found with-

out taxi-permit and a
fine of Rs 5000 each was
imposed against them.

Along with this for not
having taxi-permit and
fitness certificate, the ve-
hicles were also seized
and handed over to
Traffic thana. During
this SI Traffic Shankar
Pal apprised the vehicle
driver and owners about
the new guidelines of the
Supreme Court (SC) and
directed them to fulfill
the same.

Pal and District RTO
SB Rawate also directed
all the bus drivers to ad-
here to all the safety
standards laid down and
said that it is mandatory
to have wire-mesh in all
the windows. They in-
formed that it is compul-
sory to have two male

and two female teachers
to be present in the bus
and while alighting chil-
dren from the bus, they
should take care of the
direction and should not
alight them in the re-
verse direction from
where they need to cross
the main road.

Never allow children
to cross the road on their
own and never leave
them alone and ensure
that one of the parents is
there to receive them, be-
fore departing the bus.
Duo said that the regular
checking of buses would
continue in the coming
days and in case, if any
is found with less of doc-
uments or in violation of
norms, then strict action
will be taken against
them.

Two found without taxi-permit fined Rs 5000 each

Collector takes review 
meeting of health department
Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Jun 27: District
Collector Shri Rajendra
Kumar Katara took quar-
terly review meeting of
Health Department, keep-
ing in view the rainy sea-
son, and directed to bring
awareness among the peo-
ple to ensure comprehen-
sive preparation for pre-
vention and prevention of
infectious diseases.

While reviewing all the
blocks, the Collector gave
strict instructions to the
health workers to stay in
the headquarters, and in-
structed CMHO to provide
quick ambulance facility to
remote health center
Palmed.

Instructions were given
to conduct all pre-natal
check-ups of pregnant
women within the time pe-
riod and to conduct 100%
institutional delivery.

On the other hand, while
giving instructions to the
CMHO to provide health fa-
cilities to the health work-
ers in all the remote health
centers of the districts by
staying at the headquar-
ters, he said that strict ac-
tion should be taken
against those who do not
live in the headquarters.

In the rainy season, due
to rivers and streams, preg-
nant women were given
necessary instructions to
shift them to pre-birth wait-
ing as per requirement,
after ensuring pre-prepara-
tion for institutional deliv-

ery.
He instructed to prevent

the spread of infection, to
fulfill the goal of corona
vaccination, by making a
comprehensive action plan,
in coordination with the
Education and Health
Department of 12 to 15 and
15 to 18 year old children,
100 percent corona vaccina-
tion should be done in the
school.

Civil surgeon Dr. Abhay
Singh Tomar, CMHO Dr.
Bharti along with BMO,
BPM and DPM Mr. Rajiv
Ranjan Mishra were pres-
ent in the meeting.

Central Chronicle News

Korea, Jun 27: The pay-
ment of firewatchers de-
puted in Bachra Pauri
Circle under Khargawa
Forest Area has been kept
on hold by the Deputy
Ranger. The payment is of
5-6 months and of the year
2015-16.

The local fire watchers
have lodged complaint

several times but no solu-
tion has come to fore. On
June 27, these fire watch-
ers again produced them-
selves with their applica-
tion before Forest Ranger
Officer Khargawa and
this time the officer as-
sured to find a solution
within two days.

The complainants were
satisfied with the reply
and returned back.

Khargawa Ranger even
shared his mobile number
and asked them to contact
him if there is any doubt.

He even assured of
making the pending pay-
ment and at no cost they
will not lose their money.
The change in behavior of
the officer is reflected due
to proposed visit of the
Chief Minister in Korea
district.

Officers remain alert  for CM’s visit to Korea !

Firewatchers with their complaint letter which is addressed to CM.   

DAP fertilizer demand not metPolice carry out parade of history-sheeters
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 27: The
police station Kotwali in
city called those with crim-
inal records here on Friday.
They were paraded in the
morning at Kotwali police
station. Many of these
criminals are facing extra-
dition charges of from the
district.

It was as per instructions
of the SP this process is
going on in other police sta-
tions as well. Police station
in-charge Eman Sahu sum-
moned all the miscreants to
the police station and got
them paraded and while
warning them and to dis-
card the crime works and
be more responsible citi-
zens, or else they may face

strict action. According to
the information received
from the police, the history-
sheeter Laxman alias
Gudda of Kuharpara area,
Chunky Pandey of Vijay

Ward, OD and Tuttu of
Maharani Ward, Kartik
alias Calender of Itwari
Bazar and other criminals
have been called to Kotwali
and given proper explaina-

tion. Rohit Nage, a known-
criminal of Vijay Ward, is
missing. Along with this,
many other miscreants
from other wards are 
also missing.

Collectors seeks clarification
from EE PWD, SDO CREDA

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur Jun 27:
Collector Rajat Bansal and
Chief Executive Officer
District Panchayat Rohit
Vyas carried out review of
development works being
done through the con-
struction departments in
Bastar district here on
Friday.Collector sought
clarification from the
Executive Engineer of
Water Resources and the
Sub-Divisional Officer of
CREDA to ask for delay in
the works. EE PWD num-
ber-2 was also instructed
to speed up the work.
Collector Bansal said that
the announcements made

by the Chief Minister
should be taken up on pri-
ority. In the meeting, CEO
Vyas gave instructions to
complete the works in
time-limit and ensure reg-
ular monitoring for quali-
ty of works. District and
block level officers of
Public Works Department,
Rural Engineering
Services, Electricity
Department, PM Gram
Sadak Yojana, Water
Resources Department,
National Highways, Creda
Department, Home
Construction Board,
Bridge Construction and
all other engineering de-
partments were present in
the meeting.

Visakhapatnam-Kirandul, Night
Express cancelled for 1 week

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 27: In
view of the Naxalite
bandh after the announce-
ment of economic block-
ade by the Naxalites, the
Visakhapatnam Railway
Divisional Headquarters
has decided not to send
the train number 18551-
18552 coming from
Visakhapatnam to
Kirandul from June 26 to
July 4 to Kirandul.

Similarly, it has been
decided not to send the
Night Express train num-
ber-18513-18514 coming
from Visakhapatnam to
Kirandul till July 3.
Orders in this regard has
been issued by the
Visakhapatnam Railway

Divisional Headquarters
on June 24 and sent to all
the stations.

During the Naxalite
bandh, the railway ad-

ministration has can-
celled the operation of
both Passenger and
Night Express passenger
trains for a week in view

of the economic blockade
declared by the
Naxalites.

After the order issued,
the train from
Visakhapatnam on
Saturday reached
Jagdalpur at its sched-
uled time at 4 PM and
after which this train will
be cancelled from here.
The same train will leave
for Visakhapatnam from
Jagdalpur at its sched-
uled time at 10 am on the
second day on Sunday.

Passenger train will be
operated from Jagdalpur
to Visakhapatnam in-
stead of Kirandul from 26
June to 4 July. Similarly,
Night Express train com-
ing from Visakhapatnam
to Kirandul will not leave
Kirandul till 3rd July.
During this time it will
be operated from
Jagdalpur to

p Will not go to
Kirandul

PROTEST STAGED

Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU) National President Naresh Tikait speaks during a dharna staged to protest over instal-

lation of electrical meters on tubewells, in Meerut, Monday.

RESIGNATION SOUGHT

Trinamool Congress leaders stage a protest demanding the arrest of Leader of
Opposition in West Bengal Assembly Suvendu Adhikari for his alleged involvement in
corrupt activities, in Kolkata, Monday.

Thiruvananthapuram, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan on Monday
said that if his LDF
government had not
sent a proposal to the
Centre that an eco
sensitive zone (ESZ)
should have a range of
0 to 1 km based on its
populated area, there
would have been
buffer zones of 10 km
around national parks
and sanctuaries as
suggested by the UPA
government at the
Centre in 2011.

Vijayan’s statement
came in response to
queries by reporters
on the ESZ issue
which has resulted in
hartals and protests
in the high-range
areas of Kerala, par-
ticularly in the dis-
tricts of Idukki,

Wayanad, Kottayam
and Pathanamthitta,
by various political
and farmers’ groups.

He said the State
government was con-
sulting the advocate-
general on the possi-
bility of filing a peti-
tion in the Supreme
Court seeking a re-
view of its June 3 di-
rection that no perma-
nent structure would
be allowed within
such ESZs and that if
the local law or other
rules provide for an
ESZ of more than one
km then the earlier
provision would con-
tinue to apply.

It is in this context
that the Chief
Minister said if the
State government had
in 2020 not proposed
having a 0-1 km ESZ,
the earlier suggestion
of UPA government to

have a 10 km buffer
zone would have been
applicable in the
State.

He said that in 2013,
the then UDF govern-
ment in the State had
submitted a proposal
to declare 88.210 sq km
area in Wayanad as an
ESZ.

Vijayan further said
that besides exploring
the option of litiga-
tion, the State has also
written to the Centre
to find a solution and
discussions between
them were on.

He assured that all
steps would be taken
to allay the concerns
of the people and to
protect their rights.

The Chief Minister
said it is the State gov-
ernment stand that
populated areas have
to be avoided from the
purview of ESZs.

Mohalla Clinics to double up as
Covid vaccination centres in Delhi
New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Delhi government’s
Mohalla Clinics will now
serve as vaccination cen-
tres as well in order to
boost the inoculation drive
in the national capital and
make precaution doses
more accessible.

Earlier, Delhi govern-
ment schools were being
used as COVID-19 vaccina-
tion centres in the city, but
the schools have now re-
opened for physical class-
es, as per an official state-
ment. “Since Aam Aadmi
Mohalla Clinics are locat-
ed in the heart of popu-
lous areas with easy ac-
cess, they will be useful
for the government to
provide vaccination to
left out and eligible bene-
ficiaries,” it said. There
are 519 mohalla clinics in
Delhi that offer free pri-

mary healthcare services,
including 212 different
types of tests. Every day,
over 60,000 people are
treated in these clinics,
according to official fig-
ures.

Vaccination centres
will be set up across all
Mohalla Clinics, the state-
ment said, describing the
move as a major step to-
wards further increasing
the vaccination rate in
the capital.

“The state has adopted
a multi-pronged strategy
to achieve optimal cover-
age of vaccination of all
eligible beneficiaries.
Currently, vaccination is
being provided in a mis-
sion mode, but still a co-
hort of population is due
for the second dose and
significantly, a higher co-
hort is due for the newly
added precaution dose.

Cong LoP Lobo, minister
Rane in war of words after

FDA raids restaurant
Panaji, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Goa Leader of
Opposition Michael Lobo
on Monday accused state
Food and Drugs
Administration Minister
Vishwajit Rane of target-
ing his hospitality busi-
ness and ordering sealing
of restaurants on “flimsy
grounds”, while the latter
hit back by alleging such
“vile outbursts” wouldn’t
stop the law from taking
its own course.

The war of words be-
tween Lobo, who was
with the BJP before join-
ing the Congress ahead of
the 2022 Assembly polls,
and Rane started after a
state FDA team raided a
restaurant owned by the
former in Anjuna during
the day.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Lobo claimed
Rane was getting person-
al over businesses owned
by him and his MLA wife
Delilah, adding that the
Food and Drugs
Administration officials
were raiding restaurants
owned by him and order-
ing their sealing on “flim-
sy grounds”.

“I have been in these
businesses even before I
became MLA. All this
while, there was no issue
on these businesses but
suddenly when I am in
the opposition, the raids
have started. I will file
criminal complaints
against FDA officials who
stopped patrons from en-
tering my Anjuna restau-
rant, the Congress MLA
from Calangute said.

CBSE, UNICEF join hands to equip
school students with 21st century skills

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI) 

The Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE), UNICEF and
YuWaah are collaborat-
ing to make twenty-first
century skills accessible
to school students, ac-
cording to officials.

Generation Unlimited
or YuWaah, supported by
UNICEF, is a platform to
bring young people to-
gether with the private
sector, governments, and
international and local
organisations to turn
them into active and en-
gaged citizens.

In continuation of the
ongoing collaborations
on life skills, CBSE,
UNICEF and YuWaah
will work together on ca-
reer guidance as well as
enabling access and en-

gagement of students in
volunteering opportuni-
ties.

A statement of intent
was signed to mutually
agree on the areas of col-
laboration and key mile-
stones therein, the offi-
cials said.

According to the offi-
cials, the meeting also
marked agreement on the
roll-out of the Passport to
Earning (P2E) initiative
for CBSE students,
wherein they shall be up-
skilled with key 21st cen-
tury skills mapped to
CBSE’s employability
skills curriculum.

Based on the pilot, the
initiative will be scaled to
reach all students, includ-
ing scaling teacher train-
ing and capacity building
to enable the same.

The P2E initiative is

part of a multi-stakehold-
er, global partnership be-
tween UNICEF,
Generation Unlimited,
Microsoft and Accenture.
Capgemini is a key part-
ner in enabling the scal-
ing of this e-learning so-
lution in India.

“The new National
Education Policy (NEP)
has laid a lot of stress on
moving from rote learn-
ing to skilling. It also rec-
ommends instilling skills
in students, right from
the school level. Passport
to Earning is one of the
initiatives supported by
the Board towards
achieving this goal. In
time, we may explore in-
tegrating P2E with the
Skill Hubs Initiative of
the Centre government,”
CBSE chairperson Nidhi
Chibber said.

NDRF deploys 3 women
rescuers for ops

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI) 

The NDRF has deployed
a team of three women
rescuers for undertaking
flood rescue duties in
Assam, making it one of
the first operations where
female combatants of the
federal contingency force
have been tasked to handle
a major disaster.

Constables O Indrani
Devi, Alpana Das and
Rekha Devi are rescuing
the marooned and provid-
ing food, medicines, water
and other relief material
to the affected in Silchar,
the headquarter of Cachar
district, a senior NDRF of-
ficer said.

While Indrani Devi
hails from Manipur, Das
and Rekha Devi are from
Assam and belong to the
12th National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)

battalion based in
Arunachal Pradesh.

The women are part of
a team that also has men
NDRF personnel and they
are armed with life-saving
jackets and inflatable
boats, the officer said.

The situation in Silchar
remained grim on
Monday as several areas
are still waterlogged, offi-
cials said.

NDRF Director General
Atul Karwal told PTI that
the women personnel are
“being increasingly de-
ployed for active disaster
relief and rescue opera-
tions and the force has
made a policy to send
them across as teams,
wherever it is possible.”

“The women personnel
that we have trained are
themselves volunteering
to go for active rescue op-
erations.

Mukul Roy resigns as 
PAC chairman

Kolkata, June 27 (PTI) 

Senior TMC leader
Mukul Roy Monday sub-
mitted his resignation as
chairman of Public
Accounts Committee in
West Bengal Assembly to
Speaker Biman Banerjee
citing ill health.

Roy, who won the
Krishnanagar Uttar con-
stituency in Nadia district
on a BJP ticket in the state
election last year, had de-
fected to the ruling
Trinamool Congress in
the state just a month later
in June 2021. He did not,
however, resign as a legis-
lator despite being asked
to do so by the saffron
party.

“I have sent my resigna-
tion as PAC chairman to
Speaker Biman Banerjee.
My tenure (as PAC chair-
man) was for a year. It is

about to end soon. So I de-
cided to resign,” Roy told
PTI. In his letter to the
speaker Roy wrote, “I
humbly request you to ac-
cept my resignation from
the post of chairman and
as a member of PAC, West
Bengal, as I am unable to
discharge my duties
owing to ill health”.
According to TMC
sources, the top leader-
ship of the party had
asked Roy to resign as
PAC chairman as he is ab-
sent from most of its meet-
ings. “Roy used to remain
absent from most of the
meetings citing ill health
and TMC senior MLA
Tapas Roy used to chair
them. Mukul Roy recently
spoke to the party leader-
ship and expressed his de-
sire to step down from the
post,” a senior TMC leader
said.

Shah to inaugurate national conference on
‘human rights in Indian culture and philosophy’
New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah is slated to in-
augurate a two-day nation-
al conference this week in
Delhi during which lead-
ing academicians, legal
experts, jurists and others
will gather to explore and
discuss various subjects,
themed on “human rights
in Indian culture and phi-
losophy,” officials said on
Monday.

The event, spread over
Jun 30 and July 1, is being
hosted by the National
Human Rights
Commission in collabora-
tion with Indira Gandhi
National Centre for the
Arts (IGNCA), the NHRC
said in a statement.

One of the imperatives
of this conference on
‘Human Rights in Indian
Culture and Philosophy’ is
to “fulfill major lacunae in

the study of human
rights,” it said.

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah will inaugu-
rate the conference, as the
chief guest, at Vigyan
Bhawan. He will also pres-
ent the NHRC human
rights short film competi-
tion- 2021 awards, officials
said.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar is
slated to be the chief guest
for the valedictory session
of the event that will be
held at PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
here, they said.

“The conference is ex-
pected to be highly signifi-
cant in understanding of
human rights, which
formed an integral and
defining essence of Indian
socio-cultural milieu
since time immemorial,”
the statement said.

Leading academicians,

scholars, legal experts, ju-
rists, practitioners, and re-
searchers have been invit-
ed to explore and discuss
various subjects, “like evo-
lution of human rights in
Indian philosophic-histor-
ical tradition, its social
contexts, manifestation in
art and literature, frame-
work of rule and finally
living by the Indian
Constitution,” it said.

“The cultural traits and
the philosophical
thoughts in the Indian
subcontinent have always
hailed a wide spectrum of
views and insights on
human rights through
both writings and prac-
tice. For ages, the Indian
culture has emphasised
the innate nature of
human well-being rooted
in spiritual, political, and
dignified social, cultural
and mental freedom,” the
NHRC said.

BJP leaders to visit Telangana assembly
seats ahead of national executive meet

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Senior BJP leaders, in-
cluding Union ministers,
will be spending time in
assembly constituencies
across Telangana ahead
of the party’s two-day na-
tional executive meeting
in the state on July 2 and
3, sources said on
Monday.

Its senior leaders will
be part of organisational
meetings and other inter-
actions to gather feed-
back as the party works to
expand its outreach
across the state where it
believes its prospects are
bright.

Party sources said de-
tails of which leaders will

visit which constituen-
cies are still being worked
out but they will be visit-
ing all 119 constituencies
of the state, and their aim
will also be to mobilise
people for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s rally in
Hyderabad on July 3.

Telangana BJP presi-
dent Bandi Sanjay Kumar
expressed confidence that
his party is set to emerge
as a formidable alterna-
tive to end the “corrupt
and dynastic” rule of the
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi in the state and
asserted that the execu-
tive meeting will boost its
prospects further.

The party will be hold-
ing such a national meet

of its leaders for the first
time in the last couple of
decades, he noted, adding
that the people of the
state are looking at the
BJP with hope to end the
TRS rule.

Making all-out efforts
to maximise its gains
from the meeting, which
will be attended by its
senior leaders from
across the country be-
sides Modi and other
members of its top brass,
the party is holding a pub-
lic meeting in Hyderabad
on July 3, soon after the
national executive con-
cludes.

Besides Modi, other
members of the BJP par-
liamentary board and

chief ministers of the
states ruled by it will at-
tend what Kumar said
will be one of the biggest
political meetings the
Telangana capital has
ever hosted. The execu-
tive meeting and the pub-
lic meeting will have the
imprint of the state’s cul-
tural riches, sources said.

After winning four Lok
Sabha seats in the state in
2019 months after the TRS
under Chief Minister K
Chandrashekar Rao
swept the assembly polls,
the BJP has put up im-
pressive shows in some
key assembly bypolls and
the Hyderabad municipal
polls, boosting its confi-
dence.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, TUESDAY,  JUNE 28,  2022

BRIEF

Man electrocuted  
Kota (Raj): A 35-year-
old man was electro-
cuted to death after he
fell into a water-filled
ditch and came in
contact with an un-
derground electricity
line on the railway
station road under
Bhemgangmandi po-
lice station of the city,
police said on
Monday. The deceased
man was identified as
Mahaveer Meena
alias Sonu, resident of
Bhimganjmandi area
of Kota, who ran a
betel shop on the
same road.

Teacher duped 
New Delhi: A 33-year-
old man was arrested
for allegedly cheating
a schoolteacher on the
pretext of getting his
son admitted to a gov-
ernment medical col-
lege, police said on
Monday. The accused
has been identified as
Vikas Paras from
Uttar Pradesh’s
Kanpur. He holds a
PhD degree from an
Uttarakhand-based
university. He got sev-
eral fake documents
and identity cards
made in the name of
Ashish Jaiswal, a resi-
dent of Kolkata, they
said.

Villagers ill 
Seoni: Thirty-two
persons took ill after
drinking water from a
well on Monday in
Seoni district in
Madhya Pradesh, an
official said. The inci-
dent took place in
Agaria Kala village
and those affected,
who complained of
vomiting and diar-
rhea, are being treat-
ed at the government
hospital since morn-
ing, said Ghansor’s
Block Medical Officer
(BMO) Dr Bharti
Sonkesariya. “Those
affected are above 30
years of age. Two
health teams, one
from block and anoth-
er from the district
headquarters, exam-
ined the villagers and
distributed medi-
cines,” she said.

Man arrested 
Siliguri: A man was
arrested with a coun-
try-made pistol at the
Bagdogra airport in
West Bengal’s Siliguri
on Monday, police
said. Mohammed
Rahanuddin, a resi-
dent of Katihar in
Bihar, was at the air-
port to catch a flight
to Chennai, they said.
He was intercepted by
the CISF with the pis-
tol when he was un-
dergoing the security
check, they added.
The CISF handed him
over to the Siliguri
Metropolitan Police
for investigation.
Rahanuddin told the
police that he was
going to Chennai for
medical treatment, an
officer said.

Shot dead
Gurugram: A 38-year-
old ex-serviceman was
allegedly shot dead by
his brother-in-law dur-
ing an argument be-
tween him and his wife
at the couple’s Bhawani
Enclave house, police
said on Monday The ac-
cused, identified as
Naveen Kumar, 20, man-
aged to flee with the
weapon after killing his
brother-in-law, police
said. Following the com-
plaint of the nephew of
the deceased, an FIR of
murder has been regis-
tered against the ac-
cused. The wife of the
deceased initially insist-
ed that her husband,
Harvinder Singh, com-
mitted suicide, but
changed version during
questioning.

‘LDF govt ensured eco sensitive zone
was not turned 10-km wide’
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CEREMONY OF THE KEYS

Britains Queen Elizabeth II inspects the keys presented by Lord Provost Robert
Aldridge, left, during the Ceremony of the Keys on the forecourt of the Palace of
Holyroodhouse in Edinburgh, Monday.

Seoul urges China, Russia to prevent
North Korean nuke test

Seoul, Jun 27 (AP) 

A top South Korean offi-
cial said Monday that
North Korea is increasing-
ly targeting the South with
its nuclear arms pro-
gramme, and urged China
and Russia to persuade the
North not to conduct a
widely expected nuclear
test.

Unification Minster
Kwon Youngse’s com-
ments came after North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un re-emphasised his nu-
clear ambitions in a key
military meeting last week
and approved unspecified
new operational duties for
front-line army units.

Experts say North
Korea could be planning to
deploy battlefield nuclear
weapons along its tense
border with South Korea.
During a prolonged stale-
mate in nuclear diploma-
cy, North Korea has spent
much of the past three

years expanding its arse-
nal of short-range solid-
fuel missiles that are po-
tentially capable of evad-
ing missile defences and
striking targets through-
out South Korea, includ-
ing US bases there.

US and South Korean of-
ficials say that North
Korea has all but finished
preparations for its first
nuclear test since
September 2017, when it
claimed to have detonated
a thermonuclear war-
head designed for inter-
continental ballistic mis-
siles.

North Korea may use
its next nuclear test to
claim that it has acquired
the ability to build small
nuclear warheads that
can be placed on short-
range missiles or other
new weapons systems it
has demonstrated in re-
cent months, analysts say.

Kwon, who oversees
South Korea’s relations

with North Korea, said at
a news conference that
the North is exploiting a
favourable environment
to push ahead with
weapons development
and overturn the regional
status quo as the US-led
West remains distracted
over Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

He said North Korea’s
nuclear ambitions pose a
very serious and funda-
mental threat to South
Korea and that Seoul is
preparing stern counter-
measures in response to a
possible North Korean
nuclear test. He didn’t
elaborate.

North Korea’s transi-
tion in weapons develop-
ment from long-range bal-
listic missiles to short-
range ballistic missiles,
from strategic nuclear
weapons to tactical nu-
clear weapons, is obvious-
ly targeted toward South
Korea, Kwon said.

India, UK to set up joint Commonwealth
Diplomatic Academy programme

London, Jun 27 (PTI) 

India and the UK will
create a joint
C o m m o n w e a l t h
Diplomatic Academy
programme to train
young and aspiring
diplomats from both na-
tions.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
and his UK counterpart,
Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss, announced plans
for the establishment of
the new academy to
jointly promote
Commonwealth values
after a meeting in
Rwanda last week.

Graduates from the
programme will play a
crucial role in deliver-
ing a rejuvenated
Commonwealth united
in support of self-deter-
mination, Truss said.

In an increasingly
geopolitical world, we

must champion the
Commonwealth values
of democracy and sov-
ereignty. The UK and
India are helping to
build a modern
Commonwealth fit for
the 21st century and de-
livering tangible bene-
fits for its members, she
said.

That’s why we are
working together on a
new Commonwealth
Diplomatic Academy
programme, which will
equip young diplomats
with expertise and
training they will need
to tackle the global chal-
lenges we face, she
added.

The leaders, who met
at the Commonwealth
Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM) in
Kigali, issued a joint
statement to underline
the value of a strong
and revitalised

Commonwealth family ,
fit for the 21st century
and delivering tangible
benefits for all mem-
bers. Both ministers are
pleased to announce
that a joint India-UK
C o m m o n w e a l t h
Diplomatic Academy
programme is to be
hosted in New Delhi,
India. The Academy
programme will equip
young diplomats from
all Commonwealth
Member States with ex-
pertise and training on
global challenges, the
joint statement reads.

They underlined the
UK and India’s commit-
ment to delivering a
truly connected, innova-
tive and transformative
future for the
Commonwealth family
which supports the
needs and expectations
of all Member States, it
adds.

UK MPs to vote on reworking
parts of Brexit deal

London, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Britain’s MPs are set to
vote on Monday on a new
legislation tabled by the
government that would
give ministers the power
to rework or drop parts of
the post-Brexit agree-
ment, a move termed as
illegal by the EU.

The Northern Ireland
Protocol Bill, tabled in
the House of Commons
earlier this month, seeks
to change the protocol to
make it easier for some
goods to flow from Great
Britain to Northern
Ireland, the UK territo-
ry which borders the
European Union (EU)
member-state Republic
of Ireland.

While the UK has
claimed the protocol is
undermining peace in
the region, the EU has
threatened to take a

legal action against
such a move.

After a debate in the
Commons on Monday,
MPs are expected to
vote on whether the bill
can proceed for further
consideration.

“This legislation will
fix the problems the pro-
tocol has created, ensur-
ing that goods can flow
freely within the UK,
while avoiding a hard
border and safeguard-
ing the EU single mar-
ket, UK Foreign
Secretary Liz Truss said
in a statement ahead of
the vote.

“A negotiated solution
has been and remains
our preference, but the
EU continues to rule out
changing the protocol it-
self even though it is
patently causing seri-
ous problems in
Northern Ireland which

therefore means we are
obliged to act,” she said.

Opposition Labour
Party leader Sir Keir
Starmer has said that
his party will vote
against the legislation
and British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson
may face opposition
from his own
Conservative back-
benches amid ongoing
discontent over his lead-
ership in the wake of
the partygate scandal.

The protocol is part of
the 2019 Brexit deal and
keeps Northern Ireland
in the EU’s single mar-
ket for goods, prevent-
ing a hard border with
the Republic of Ireland.
But it means checks on
some items which come
into Northern Ireland
from other parts of the
UK, creating a trade
border in the Irish Sea.

Pak’s participation in BRICS
dialogue ‘blocked’: FO

Islamabad/Beijing, Jun 27 (PTI) 

Pakistan on Monday al-
leged that “one member”
of the BRICS grouping
blocked its participation
in a virtual meeting held
on the sidelines of the
bloc’s recent summit host-
ed by China.

The Foreign Office (FO)
said Pakistan has noted
that this year a high-level
dialogue on global devel-
opment was held as a side
event at the 14th summit
of BRICS nations —
Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa. A
number of
developing/emerging
economies were invited to
the side event.

It said China being the
host country engaged
with Pakistan before the
BRICS meetings, where
decisions are taken after

consultations with all
BRICS members, includ-
ing extending invitations
to non-members.

Regrettably one mem-
ber blocked Pakistan’s
participation, the FO said.

Though the FO did not
name any country, it was
apparently referring to
India, given the history of
the relationship between
the two nations.

The bilateral relations
deteriorated after India
announced withdrawing
the special powers of
Jammu and Kashmir and
bifurcation of the state
into two union territories
in August, 2019.

Pakistan expressed its
hope that future decisions
of the group would be
based on inclusivity .

However, we do hope
that future engagement of
the organisation would be

based on the principles of
inclusivity keeping in
view the overall interests
of the developing world
and in a manner that is de-
void of narrow geo-politi-
cal considerations, it said.

When asked about
Pakistan’s participation
in the event, Chinese
Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Zhao Lijia
in Beijing said: “The deci-
sion to hold the high-level
dialogue on global devel-
opment was based on con-
sultation among BRICS
countries.”

“China and Pakistan
are all-weather strategic
cooperative partners.
Pakistan is an important
member of the group of
friends of a global devel-
opment initiative. China
highly values the impor-
tant role of Pakistan in
promoting global develop-

ment and advancing the
implementation of the UN
2030 agenda for a sustain-
able development and
boating regional coopera-
tion,” he said.

“China and Pakistan
maintain close communi-
cation and coordination.
We have conducted sub-
stantial cooperation in the
field of development,
which has delivered tangi-
ble benefits to the people
of both countries and the
region,” he added.

“China will continue to
make Pakistan a priority
partner in implementing
a global development ini-
tiative and continue to
work with the country to
advance the global devel-
opment agenda,” Zhao
said, without directly
commenting on the ques-
tion raised by a Pakistani
journalist.

BRIEF

Soldiers killed  
Islamabad: At least
two Pakistani soldiers
and seven terrorists
were killed in a clash
between security
forces and the rebels
in the northwest trou-
bled tribal region of
the country, the Army
said on Monday. The
fire exchange took
place in the Ghulam
Khan Kalle area of
North Waziristan dis-
trict on Sunday, ac-
cording to a statement
by the Army. Troops
effectively engaged
the terrorists and re-
sultantly, seven of
them were killed, the
Army said, adding
weapons and ammu-
nition were also re-
covered from the ter-
rorists who remained
actively involved in
several terror activi-
ties against security
forces. The forces
were carrying out
clearance operations
in the areas to elimi-
nate any other terror-
ists found in the vicin-
ity.

Pride shooting 
Oslo: The suspect in
Saturday’s mass
shooting during an
LGBTQ festival in
Oslo has agreed to be
held in pretrial cus-
tody for four weeks
and will therefore not
appear in court on
Monday, a Norwegian
court said. Zaniar
Matapour, a 42-year-
old Norwegian citizen
originally from Iran,
was arrested shortly
after the predawn
shooting in Oslo’s
nightlife district and
was held on suspicion
of murder, attempted
murder and terror-
ism. Two people were
killed and more than
20 were wounded in
what the Norwegian
security service
called an Islamist ter-
ror act. The motive is
unknown and
Matapour has refused
to explain his actions
to investigators. His
lawyer, John
Christian Elden, said
that his client objects
to having his state-
ment recorded and
videotaped unless po-
lice release the entire
recording to the pub-
lic with no time delay
so it won’t be cen-
sored or manipulated.
Recording interroga-
tions is a standard po-
lice practice.

Train collides 
Prague: A bullet
train collided with an
engine in a train sta-
tion in northeastern
Czech Republic
Monday, killing one
person and injuring
five. Czech Railways
said the accident took
place early in the
morning in the town
of Bohumin, shortly
after the departure of
the Pendolino train
for Prague. The driver
of the bullet train was
killed, while four
Czech Railways em-
ployees on the engine
and one on the train
were injured. It was
unclear whether the
engine was moving at
the time of the head-
on crash. Rescuers
said no passengers
were injured.

Captive soldiers
Cairo: Sudan’s mili-
tary says Ethiopia has
killed seven Sudanese
soldiers and a civilian
who were held captive
by Addis Ababa, the
latest sign of the dete-
riorating ties between
the two east African
nations. A Sudanese
military statement
late Sunday described
the killings as a cow-
ardly act and added
that Khartoum will
retaliate accordingly.

Chief justice resigns amid
corruption allegations

Abuja, Jun 27 (AP)
Nigeria’s highest judicial
officer has resigned, an
aide said Monday, a week
after the country’s
Supreme Court justices ac-
cused the top-ranking
judge of corruption.
Justice Tanko
Muhammad denies the al-
legations.

Justice Muhammad re-
signed as the Chief Justice
of Nigeria on Sunday
night, his spokesperson
told The Associated Press.
But he didn’t provide an
explanation for his deci-
sion, though local
Channels Television cited
health reasons, quoting
unnamed sources.

The 68-year-old was ap-
pointed Nigeria’s chief
justice in July 2019, replac-
ing Walter Onnoghen who
was prosecuted on corrup-
tion charges. Muhammad’s
resignation comes a week
after 14 Supreme Court
judges drafted a rare letter
accusing him of graft.

Sloviansk, Jun 27 (AP) 

Russia was mounting an
all-out assault on the last
Ukrainian stronghold in the
eastern Luhansk region,
pouring fire” on the city of
Lysychansk from the
ground and air, the local
governor said Monday, as
Western leaders met to dis-
cuss ways of bolstering
support for Kyiv.

Luhansk Gov. Serhiy
Haidai said Russian forces
were pummeling
Lysychansk after captur-
ing the neighboring city of
Sievierodonetsk in recent
days. It’s part of a stepped-
up Russian offensive to
wrest the broader Donbas
region from Ukrainian
government control in
what Western experts say
has become the new main
goal of President Vladimir
Putin’s war in Ukraine,
now in its fifth month.

They’re pouring fire on
the city both from the air
and from the ground. After

the takeover of
Sievierodonetsk, the
enemy army has concen-
trated all its forces on cap-
turing (our) last strong-
hold in the Luhansk re-
gion: Lysychansk, Haidai
told The Associated Press.

The Russians were try-
ing to blockade the city
from the south, destroy-
ing everything that their

artillery and multiple
rocket launchers can
reach, Haidai said.

Over the past week, the
Russian army has cap-
tured several villages and
towns southeast of
Lysychansk, now a staging
area for airstrikes and

shelling attacks.
The office of President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy said
at least six civilians were
killed and 31 others injured
as part of intense Russian
shelling against various
cities over the past 24 hours
including Kyiv and major
cities in the country’s south
and east.

It said Russian rocket at-
tacks killed two and injured
five overnight in Kharkiv,
Ukraine’s second-largest
city, and its surrounding
area. Russian forces also
continued to target the
key southern port of
Odesa, with a missile at-
tack destroying residen-
tial buildings and injur-
ing six, including a child,
it said. The southern city
of Mykolaiv likewise saw
Russian shells hit civilian
infrastructure, including
a kindergarten, the presi-
dent’s press office said.

Russia ‘pouring fire’ on Ukrainian city 
as offensive mounts

Police officers put a dead body of a man killed by the
Russian shelling on the ground by his car in city center in
Slavyansk, Donetsk region, Ukraine, Monday.

New York, Jun 27 (PTI) 

A 31-year-old Indian-ori-
gin man was shot dead
while sitting in a parked
SUV down the street from
his home in New York, ac-
cording to media reports,
days after an Indian na-
tional was killed after sus-
taining an apparent gun-
shot wound to his head in
Maryland.

Satnam Singh was
found sitting in the car at
around 3:46 pm on
Saturday in the South

Ozone Park section of
Queens with gunshot
wounds in his neck and
torso, the New York Post
newspaper reported quot-
ing New York Police
Department as saying.

Singh was sitting in the
black Jeep Wrangler
Sahara borrowed from a
friend when a gunman ap-
proached and started
shooting, New York Daily
News reported.

Singh was rushed from
the scene to Jamaica
Hospital, where doctors

pronounced him dead.
Although police said the

gunman approached
Singh on foot, neighbours
said the shots came from a
silver-coloured sedan with
a black trunk as it passed
the Jeep. “(Singh) was
walking up 129th St. going
to the car and the other
car with the perp in it
came up, said neighbour
Joan Cappellani. [It] made
a U-turn, came back and
then Pow! Pow! Pow!’ and
then went down 129th St,”
she said.

Indian-origin man gunned down
while sitting in parked vehicle

T he Aaya Ram Gaya Ram' poli-
tics of the '80s in India has ac-

quired a whole new meaning these
days with rebel lawmakers checking-in
to cool-off at luxurious resorts while
sending political temperatures soaring
outside. Be it an attempt to topple the
government in Maharashtra or keeping
the flock of lawmakers together during
recently-held Rajya Sabha polls, the
new normal is for them to be moved to
a luxury hotel or resort which is turned
into an impregnable fortress by the
party that holds reins of those legisla-
tors. The focus is back on resort poli-
tics with a dissident group of Shiv Sena
MLAs lead by Eknath Shinde moving
into Guwahati's Radisson Blu Hotel,
where they are cooling their heels after
they were shifted from a hotel in Surat
last week, throwing the Uddhav-led
Shiv Sena and the MVA government in
Maharashtra into an existential crisis.
While over the years on many occa-
sions resort politics has yielded posi-
tive results for the rebels, it has also
seen its share of failed bids like the
1982 Devi Lal-BJP coalition failing to
prevent an MLA from escaping from a
hotel where legislators were lodged
and also Congress leader Sachin Pilot
recently not going the distance to top-
ple the Ashok Gehlot-led government.

Resort politics has also raised ques-
tions about ethics. Former Lok Sabha
secretary general P D T Achary points
out that this practice is not to be seen
in other democracies and asserted that
it is the "most ugly" spectacle in a
democracy. Achary also blamed the
media for sensationalising resort poli-
tics instead of exposing its "ugliness".

"It (resort politics) reflects the
weakness of our system, it reflects the
immoral and unethical character of our
democracy. It is a sign of decadence,"

he told PTI. Echoing similar views, po-
litical commentator Rasheed Kidwai
points out that when the 'Aaya Ram,
Gaya Ram' happened, it used to draw
flak as it did not have the political and
social acceptability, but it was not so
now. "Ethics of politics have gone
down at three stages -- the defector
does the fool-proof thing as we saw in
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka and
Maharashtra, the intelligentsia doesn't
criticise it and it is seen as a master-
stroke by mainstream media, and the
people --like in Madhya Pradesh and
Karnataka -- give a resounding man-
date to these things," said Kidwai. The
anatomy of 'resort politics' is also now
somewhat defined with the venue
being an ultra-luxurious resort or hotel,
converted into an impregnable
fortress, where lawmakers are often
seen playing cricket, cards, ludo and
antakshari' to pass time, even as politi-
cal temperatures soar outside. Also,
most of the politicians are made to
switch off their mobile phones to go in-
communicado as was the case with
Shinde when the Maharashtra political
crisis began, and are kept under the
watch of hawk-eyed security, making
the rebellion to topple a government a
one-way street with no U-turns.

HHeerree  iiss  aa  bbrriieeff  oovveerrvviieeww  ooff  ssoommee  ooff
tthhee  iinncciiddeennttss  ooff  rreessoorrtt  ppoolliittiiccss  oovveerr  tthhee
llaasstt  ttwwoo  ddeeccaaddeess::

* Maharashtra political crisis, June
2022: The Uddhav Thackeray-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi government -- compris-
ing the Shiv Sena, the Nationalist
Congress Party and the Congress was
left teetering after Shinde and the
other rebel Sena legislators camped at
the Radisson Blu hotel in Gotanagar
area of Guwahati after having arrived
from Surat by a chartered flight. The
fate of the rebellion is still open-ended.

*Rajasthan, Haryana, Karnataka
(Rajya Sabha polls), June 2022: The
Congress had in early June shifted its
Rajasthan MLAs to the luxury Taj
Aravali resort and spa in Udaipur fear-
ing horse-trading by the BJP ahead of
the June 10 polls. The BJP also se-
questered its MLAs at Devi Ratn hotel
in Jaipur's Jamdoli but the party called
it a "training camp".As the race for the
seats in the Upper House gathered
steam in Haryana, the BJP shifted its
MLAs to a resort in Chandigarh, while
the Congress shifted its MLAs to

Raipur fearing poaching of its legisla-
tors. Also, during the Rajya Sabha
polls, several other parties such as the
JD(S) in Karnataka, had lodged their
legislators in luxury hotels. While the
BJP managed to keep its flock together
in all states, parties such as the
Congress and JD(S) suffered from
cross-voting in the polls.

*Rajasthan, July 2020: Sachin Pilot
had openly rebelled against Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot along with 18
other Congress MLAs. He was then
sacked as deputy chief minister and
the party's Rajasthan chief. While Pilot
and his MLAs were reported to be
lodged at hotels in Haryana and Delhi,
the MLAs in the Ashok Gehlot camp
had moved into the Fairmont hotel in
Jaipur on July 13 and were shifted to
Jaisalmer's Suryagarh hotel later. The
rebellion finally fizzled out with the
Gehlot government winning the trust
vote and the Pilot faction agreeing to a
truce after the Congress' top leader-
ship promised them reforms in the
party's state government and organi-
sation.

*Madhya Pradesh, March 2020:
Congress MLAs loyal to Jyotiraditya
Scindia rebelled against the party and
were lodged at a hotel in Bengaluru.
The rebellion began with some
Congress MLAs arriving in Bengaluru.
The rebels sent their resignations from
Bengaluru. The rebellion eventually
succeeded as the Kamal Nath govern-
ment fell and the BJP's Shivraj Singh
Chouhan returned to power with the
help of Scindia and his loyalists.

*Karnataka, July 2019: The rebel
MLAs of the Congress and JD(S) and
the BJP legislators played resort poli-
tics that involved staying in luxurious
hotels on the outskirts of Bengaluru
and Mumbai amid what came to be
known as 'Operation Lotus' that saw
the coalition government led by former
Chief Minister H D Kumaraswamy
being ousted. Resort politics was con-
stantly in play after the 2018 assembly
polls yielded a fractured mandate in
the state with the BJP emerging as the
single largest party with 104 seats, but
failing to mobilise numbers.

*Gujarat Rajya Sabha polls 2017:
Fearing poaching, the Gujarat
Congress had huddled its MLAs in a re-
sort in Karnataka's Bidadi in
Ramanagar district ahead of the Rajya

Sabha elections. Amid the high politi-
cal drama, the Rajya Sabha polls in
Gujarat ended with Ahmed Patel, polit-
ical advisor to Congress President
Sonia Gandhi, retaining his seat from
the state.

*Tamil Nadu 2017: The Golden Bay
Resort in Koovathur was the venue that
hosted more than 100 legislators of the
ruling AIADMK supporting party
General Secretary V K Sasikala. Their
mobile phones were allegedly taken
away to stop them from contacting
party leader O Paneerselvam, who had
resigned as Tamil Nadu chief minister
and revolted against Sasikala. She was
jailed in a disproportionate assets case
and eventually, Edappadi Palaniswami
was elected as the chief minister who
later passed the floor test.

*Uttarakhand, 2016: Rebel Congress
MLAs were moved first to a hotel in
Gurgaon and then to one in Jaipur,
ahead of the Assembly floor test of the
Harish Rawat-led Congress govern-
ment. The Congress and BJP accused
each other of horse-trading and
President's rule was imposed. The
Supreme Court upheld the disqualifica-
tion of the rebel Congress MLAs and
barred them from participating in the
trust vote in the state assembly. Rawat
won the trust vote and returned to
power. The Congress then lost the
Assembly elections in 2017.

*Maharashtra, June 2002: With the
MLAs of Peasants and Workers Party
quitting and the Shiv Sena-BJP coali-
tion looking to bring down the NCP-
Congress coalition government headed
by Vilasrao Deshmukh, the Congress
and then the NCP send their MLAs to a
resort in Bengaluru. The government
survived the bid to topple it.

*Bihar, 2000: When Nitish Kumar of
the JD(U) was to face a trust vote, the
Congress and the Rashtriya Janata Dal
sent their leaders to a hotel in Patna,
fearing defection. Kumar resigned be-
fore the trust vote.

The term 'Aaya Ram, Gaya Ram',
which entered the Indian political lex-
icon in 1967 after Haryana leader
Gaya Lal switched parties thrice with-
in hours, continues to haunt the polit-
ical parties in the country despite the
anti-defection law of 1985. And look-
ing at developments in Maharashtra,
it seems that the phenomenon is here
to stay.
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Bharat bandh 
The recent Bharat bandh call

by our compulsive opposition
parties led by Congress in par-
ticular protesting against the
Agnipath scheme announced by
the Central Government failed
to make an impact on the nation
as a whole except for some van-
dalisms created by some
Congress goons in parts of
Delhi, Bihar and Rajasthan. The
burning of public properties like
buses, and trains, preventing
students from going to schools,
forcing the office-goers from at-
tending their offices, and forc-
ing the daily wage earners to re-
main indoors were an eyesore
for any sensible citizen. We all
know that Congress is in deep
trouble when their masters are
under the scanner for huge fi-
nancial scams, one after anoth-
er. So, it is clear as daylight that
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Vadra lobby is running
a last-ditch battle to divert the
attention of the ordinary men
from this issue by opposing the
Agnipath scheme duly approved
by the three chiefs of the armed
forces. While doing so, they
even did not hesitate to ques-
tion the character and integrity
of our Bravehearts who are sec-
ond to none. They also used
some unprintable words against
our duly elected PM which is no
doubt a sign of their despera-
tion. The Supreme Court's pas-
sive role as a mute spectator in
banning this type of anti-peo-
ple, anti-national Bharat bandh
is extremely deplorable. JAI
HIND.

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

Afghanistan 
earthquake 

The powerful earthquake
that struck Afghanistan poses a
huge logistical challenge for the
new Taliban government, which
has isolated itself from much of
the world by introducing hard-
line Islamist rule that enslaves
women and girls. The aid-de-
pendent nation saw the bulk of
its foreign assistance cut off in
the wake of the Taliban taking
over it last August. Long before
this earthquake, which is the
deadliest in the previous two
decades in Afghanistan, the
United Nations warned of a
foreseeing humanitarian crisis
in the country that could threat-
en the entire population. The
current disaster has only com-
pounded the miseries for
Afghanistan, which has already
plunged to new depths. Sadly,
Afghanistan is frequently hit by
earthquakes, especially in the
Hindu Kush mountain range, ad-
joined by the Eurasian and
Indian tectonic plates.
Meanwhile, to put it succinctly,
yet mournfully, those who lost
their lives in the current disaster
were not buried because they
died when the earth had got
buried by itself in a matter of
seconds. While the magnitude
of an earthquake that lasts a
few seconds can be measured,
the volume of catastrophic
damage it leaves behind is im-
measurable and beyond time. 

RRaannggaannaatthhaann  SSiivvaakkuummaarr
CChheennnnaaii

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

T he outcome of the recent round of elections for 75 Rajya Sabha
seats offers significant political insight into lay of the land in India’s

states and at the Centre, and highlights the institutional paradoxes at the
heart of India’s bicameral Parliamentary system. Take the political fallout
and four of its features. The first is a confirmation of what has been known
since 2014. The BJP fights to win; it fights even when the existing arith-
metic would suggest restrain may be better than valour; its aggressive pol-
itics exposes the underline contradiction within opposition ranks and puts
other parties on the defensive; and it is willing to use every political and in-
stitutional tool at its disposal to achieve this victory. This play book helped
the party get a third candidate elected in both Maharashtra and Karnataka
(where it had enough legislators for two seats when contest started), and
enabled the victory of an independent candidate in Haryana. It  set out yet
another message of the BJP’s political dominance and will continue to give
the party not just numerical but also a psychological edge in the upper
house. Two, BJP forced struggle when it came to the seats on the margin.
The Shiv Sena—Congress-NCP alliance in Maharashtra appears stable, but
there is enough room in the state for the BJP to push back. The Congress in
Haryana has a problem of abundance at the top (even as its footprint on
the ground dominances) and the inability of all its senior leaders to get to-
gether has cost the party yet again. In Karnataka, the gulf between
Congress and Janata Dal (secular) did not just help the BJP in this round,
but will give the party an advantage as the states head for poll next year
despite the clear governance deficit of the current state administration
headed by BJP. Three, Rajasthan offered a lesson to the non-BJP end of the
political spectrum on how to take on the national hegemony. And once
again -- like the late Ahmed Patel has shown in the Rajya Sabha elections
in Gujarat in 2017 -- it was the Congress’s old guard that delivered. A root-
ed and aggressive (Ashok Gehlot), who micro managed every legislator
and monitored voting on a minute to minute basis, was able to secure the
election of the third congress candidate and foil the BJP’s and India under
Modi, a “dysfunctional democracy”. But without Rahul, the Modi govern-
ment will go under! The BJP never fails to keep alive the conjecture that
“Rahul Gandhi is our greatest asset”. Of course, Subramanian Swamy fre-
quently distorts the show for the BJP by foisting cases against the Gandhis.
The National Herald case for instance. And the cases against Robert Vadra.
That the Modi Government uses the Gandhis to win elections is old hat, pe-
riod. The thing to note is that among all the Nehru-Gandhis, starting from
Motilal Nehru down, Rahul Gandhi truly fits the tragic prince imagery!
There’s something lonely about Rahul Gandhi, occasionally forlorn, too, and
reluctant. That he goes off on frequent sojourns abroad tell a story. So do
outbursts like shredding the ordinance! It is at such times that he is strung
up for being a spoiled and entitled brat. The media is not Rahul’s ally. He ap-
pears not to care a whit. So, the question remains: Has “life’s experiences”
indeed taught Rahul lessons? Politically, the string of Congress’s electoral
defeats tell otherwise. Will Rahul survive the difficulties the Congress is
going through these days? Quick changing politics around him will decide
Rahul Gandhi’s political trajectory. The Union of India that he keeps talking
about will be his fait accompli. Rahul faces too many ambitious regional
satraps. Perhaps, he is the innocent bystander who will be thrown under
the bus. The worst compliment coming RG’s way is “he’s best when he re-
mains silent.” The best is “he’s the only one who thought of ‘Nyay’ for the
common man.” Rahul Gandhi turning 52 is not the breaking news. What
happens to Rahul Gandhi before he turns 53 will be breaking news. Right
now, it’s ailing mother Sonia Gandhi who will be most in his mind. But don’t
expect a poem from RG to his mother. She has a long way to go before she
turns 100! (IPA) plan of getting an independent elected. 

HHaarriihhaarr  SSwwaarruupp

BJP has more poll 
management skill
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Members of Rashtra Sevika Samiti along with other girls and women practice martial arts during a week-long 
self-defence training camp, in Jammu, Monday.

Luxury resorts -a key stopover- on road to topple governments

SELF-DEFENCE TRAINING CAMP

ASIM KAMAL

A s Smart TVs come of age,
key original equipment

manufacturers (OEMs) are using
Dolby, DTS and other audio en-
hancement technologies in their
products to bring holistic immer-
sive experiences to users, according
to a new report. As the inbuilt
audio quality has been significantly
enhanced, the perceived need to
add a soundbar is gradually declin-
ing as the buyers are not asking
queries about soundbar integration
with the Smart TV they intent to
purchase, at the volumes they
would do in the past, according to
market research firm Techarc.

"It is in the interest of Smart TV
OEMs to enhance inbuilt audio
quality complementing the screen
experience as that would reduce the
desire and need to add a soundbar,
which is often purchased from a
very fragmented market where a
check on standardisation and quali-
ty control becomes an uphill task,"
said Faisal Kawoosa, founder and
chief analyst.An inferior addition
of soundbar to a great quality
Smart TV will result in overall dis-
satisfaction as the user would not
be able to make distinction between

the standalone Smart TV immer-
sive quality and the overall experi-
ence delivered after adding a sound-
bar, he explained. Display and
audio can be seen as the two main
attributes of the Smart TV which
define a positive experience for
users in the country.

"Among the display and audio,
the gap between expectations and
experience for display is narrowing
as the OEMs have already been
working on the display panel which
is today able to deliver millions of
colours as well as ultra-high-defini-
tion picture quality," said the re-
port. Smart TV OEMs are now, not
only adding a greater number of
speakers or the speaker output
power, but also enhancing the audio
experience through enhancements

A re you longing for a meal that you
had in a different city or in your

hometown while vacationing? In the
quick-commerce era and advancements
in technology, relishing the same meal,
and fresh, within hours right at your
home is not impossible anymore. Several
food tech startups have entered the mar-
ket to deliver your favourite dish to your
doorstep, not just from the city you re-
side in but across the country, and that
might give a tough competition to food
aggregators like Swiggy and Zomato.
Gurugram-based Inter-city delivery food
platform JustMyRoots facilitates deliv-
ery of perishable cooked food across
cities with packaging that is said to keep
the food fresh for 24 to 36 hours.

"JustMyRoots is a platform for deliver-
ing food memories and nostalgia from
across the country right to the doorstep,
within 12 hours. The brand relies on in-
novation to continue expanding and
growing," Samiran Sengupta, founder
and CEO of Just My Roots, said. "They
have implemented and invested in new
technology in the packaging from Israel
and India that will help keep perishable
products fresh for 24-36 hours in all tem-
peratures by maintaining the tempera-
ture and moisture content," Sengupta
added. The platform has several partner-

ships with airlines and cargo firms such
as Blue Dart, Vistara, Indigo, SpiceJet,
and others.

On being asked about the challenge
that the platform faces, Sengupta said
that it happens "when a customer orders
from multiple locations and still needs
the delivery together". JustMyRoots of-
fers same-day delivery in many loca-
tions, including Mumbai, Delhi-NCR and
Pune. "We presently have 670 restaurant
partners in India, but our goal is to add
another 5,000 by the end of the fiscal year
2022-2023. In addition, our long-term ex-
pansion strategy includes expanding
globally with more touchpoints through
restaurant partners and consumers,"
Sengupta said.

Smart TVs with inbuilt superior 
music hamper sound

How tech is helping foodies relish meals
from across India within hours

T he Payments Vision 2025 released by the Reserve Bank of India is
set to revolutionize the payment ecosystems in the country. The

core theme of the new vision 'E-payments for Everyone Everywhere,
Everytime' indicate that digital payments will gain new momentum over
the next three-and-a-half years. The new vision has six attributes - safe,
secure, fast, convenient, accessible, and affordable - e-payment options to
be provided to every user. The document highlights that over 26 crore digi-
tal payment transactions are processed daily by payment systems in the
country, of which Unified Payments Interface (UPI) system itself processes
more than two-thirds. This indicates the spectacular transition to the digi-
tal payment ecosystem due growing popularity of e-payments. The docu-
ment further states that the steps taken so far towards enhanced out-
reach, customer centricity, cyber security and digital deepening would be
further consolidated and built upon through the five pillars of integrity, in-
clusion, innovation, institutionalization and internationalization. Factors
listed in the document for rising popularity and growth of digital payment
ecosystems include "fusion of sovereign initiatives" in the form of Jan
Dhan and Aadhar, besides low-cost mobile and data. There are more than
131 crore Aadhar card holders in the country which has facilitated digital
payments by Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT). The DBT has also eliminated
the middlemen who used to siphon money from beneficiaries' share dur-
ing physical payment ecosystem for transfer for benefits to beneficiaries
of flagship schemes. Increase in number of mobile phones to 114 crore, in-
cluding 84 crore smartphones, facilitated digital payments through tech-
nology-driven platform for mobile banking, mobile wallets and USSD
(Unstructured Supplementary Service Data) based payments as well UPI
based payments are also identified as another key factor influencing the
payment ecosystem. The RBI vision document attributes the increase of
more than 500 per cent in merchants accepting digital modes of payments
during the half-year ended September, 2021 as compared to half-year
ended March, 2019 and increase of more than 1,200 per cent in case of UPI
alone over the same period to "contactless" digital payment gaining popu-
larity during COVID-19 pandemic. "Total digital payments have increased
by 216 per cent and 10 per cent in terms of volume and value, respectively,
for the month of March, 2022 when compared to March, 2019. On the
other hand, usage of paper instruments has come down significantly dur-
ing the same period, with its share in total retail payments registering a
decline from 3.83 per cent to 0.88 per cent in terms of volume and from
19.62 per cent to 11.47 per cent in terms of value," states the RBI vision
document about fast adoption of digital payment ecosystem in the coun-
try. The Payments Vision 2021 had envisaged to empower every Indian
with access to a bouquet of e-payment options that is safe, secure, con-
venient, quick and affordable, and had set four goalposts of competition,
cost, convenience and confidence, it adds, which explain the spectacular
growth in digital payments in the country over the last three years despite
scepticism gripping a section of the people over the transition to new
ecosystem. The new vision sets five "anchor goalposts" of integrity, inclu-
sion, innovation, institutionalization, and internationalization and promises
that resilience to operational and security concerns would continue to be
at the heart to withstand and recover from the evolving threat landscape.
The Vision 2025 also states that the need for IFSC (Indian Financial System
Code) to make funds transfer shall be reviewed and alternative options
with suitable provision for collecting beneficiary bank details shall be ex-
plored to make funds transfer simpler and hassle-free for customers. The
payments ecosystem is poised for a new growth trajectory.

New trajectory of digital
payments ecosystem 
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BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: IRS offi-
cer Nitin Gupta has
been appointed as the
new CBDT chairman,
a recent government
order said. Gupta, an
Indian Revenue
Service (IRS) officer of
the 1986 batch of the
Income Tax cadre, is
serving as the
Member (investiga-
tion) in the Board and
is scheduled to retire
in September next
year. The order issued
on June 25 said the
“Appointments
Committee of the
Cabinet has approved
the appointment of
Nitin Gupta, IRS
(IT:86), Member
Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT)
as chairman, Central
Board of Direct Taxes
from the date of as-
sumption of the post.”

Contribution 
Chennai: TVS Motor
Company chairman
emeritus Venu
Srinivasan on Sunday
hailed V
Krishnamurthy as one
of the tallest leaders of
the Indian industry
and said his contribu-
tion to the growth of
India was ‘immeasur-
able’. In his condo-
lence message,
Srinivasan said, “Dr V
Krishnamurthy was
my mentor right from
the time I started work
and through my entire
career. He had an im-
portant role to play in
helping me build TVS
Motor Company.” “His
contribution to the
growth of India was
immeasurable. It
(Demise of
Krishnamurthy) is a
great loss to Indian in-
dustry and to the
country.

GST compensation

Bengaluru:
Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Monday ex-
pressed confidence that
the issue of GST (goods
and services tax) com-
pensation payout to
States would be re-
solved at the 47th meet-
ing of the GST Council
beginning in
Chandigarh on
Tuesday.We had a de-
tailed discussion on this
(GST compensation)
earlier.The final deci-
sion has to taken in the
GST Council alone.I am
confident that it will
happen,Bommai,who
is slated to leave for
Chandigarh later today,
told reporters.

Modern testing lab 
Coimbatore (TN):
There is a proposal to
set up a modern test-
ing laboratory for tex-
tile sector at South
India Textile Research
Association (SITRA)
here and for making
sanitary napkins,
Union Textile
Minister Piyush
Goyal said on
Saturday. Talking to
reporters after visit-
ing SITRA, Goyal said
he was impressed
with its functioning
and suggested to enter
into partnership with
Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) to set
up a facility at a cost of
Rs 25 crore.

BUDGET SESSION

Punjab Finance Minister Harpal Singh Cheema with Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann arrives to present the
state budget for the year 2022-23, during the Budget Session of Punjab Assembly, in Chandigarh. 

New Delhi, Jun 27: 

E-commerce has en-
abled micro, small and
medium enterprises to in-
crease profits, reduce mar-
keting expenses and ex-
tend their reach to new
markets, Minister of State
for MSME Bhanu Pratap
Singh Verma said on
Monday. While speaking at
the CII Indian MSME
growth summit, Verma
said that MSMEs play an
important role in job cre-
ation and expansion of
manufacturing base in the
country, and there is a
need to enhance focus on
them to achieve a USD 5
trillion economy. “Small
businesses need to im-
prove their management
skills and make their tech-
nology base smart. In re-
cent years online markets
have developed through e-
commerce which has had
a positive impact on
MSMEs. “MSME can gen-
erate higher profits

through e-commerce. It
will increase revenue and
margin, extend reach to
new markets, help them
save marketing expenses
and customers will get a
better experience,” Verma
said.

He said that after the
pandemic wave, the
MSME sector has been
standing firmly. “There is
development happening in
MSME space and it can be
seen across the country.
Main reason for this is
progressing changes in
our public policies,” the
minister said. He said that
there were neither masks

nor sanitizers when the co-
rona period started in
India. He said that some
MSME units became sick,
some were unable to pay
their labour and due to
some other reasons they
were on the verge of shut-
ting down. The minister
said that the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
had contemplated about
the situation in advance
and ECLGS (Emergency
Credit Line Guarantee
Scheme) was launched to
help them. MSME secre-
tary BB Swain said that
the ministry has been
working to ease credit ac-
cess for MSME through
various schemes.

“Total loan guaranteed
under ECLGS is Rs 3.47
lakh crore out of which
amount earmarked to
MSME is Rs 3.1 lakh crore.
The performance of the
credit guarantee scheme
has achieved a milestone
with guarantee coverage
of Rs 56,000 crore.

MSME can generate more 
profits from e-commerce: Verma

Tiruppur (TN), Jun 27: 

India is one of the
fastest-growing economies
in the world and it is ex-
pected to reach USD 30 tril-
lion in the coming 30
years, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said here on Sunday.
If India grows at 8 per cent
every year on a compound-
ed annual growth basis,
the economy will double
in about nine years, he
said. The country’s econo-
my at present stood at
about USD 3.2 trillion and
in nine years from today,
he said, it will be about
USD 6.5 trillion. “Another
nine years, that is 18 years
from now, we will be about
USD 13 trillion economy.
And then another nine
years after that, that is 27

years from now, we will be
a USD 26 trillion economy
Then obviously, 30 years
from today, confidently we
can all expect that the
Indian economy will be a
USD 30 trillion economy,”
the minister said. Some
“naysayers” have raised
questions on these num-
bers but they should come
to places like Tiruppur to
see the significant jump in
the growth of sectors like
textiles, he added. Goyal

also said that the country’s
economy is growing at a
healthy pace even in the
current challenging times
because of the ongoing
war between Ukraine and
Russia and Covid-19 pan-
demic. The war has led to
a shortage of certain com-
modities in the global mar-
kets and it has pushed the
world inflation, but India
has managed to maintain
its inflation at a reason-
able level, the minister
noted. For “most of the
items, we have been able to
maintain the prices much
better” even as compared
to the developed world, he
said. Talking about the
textiles industry, he said
the industry size at pres-
ent is about Rs 10 lakh
crore and exports are
about Rs 3.5 lakh crore.

Indian economy may touch USD
30 tn in next 30 years: Goyal

Mumbai, Jun 27: 

On the occasion of
World MSME Day, Meta
said that there has been an
increasing trend towards
small businesses from
non-metro cities using its
apps to grow. There has
also been an explosion in
direct-to-consumer (D2C)
businesses from small
towns using Meta apps -
Facebook, Instagram, and
WhatsApp. Raipur based
RAS Luxury Oils, which is
redefining the personal-
care space on the back of
its unique farm-to-face
model, has been built on
digital with Facebook and
Instagram playing a key
role in its growth journey.

Said Archana Vohra,
Director, Small and
Medium Business, India at
Meta, “Small towns of

India have always been the
center of innovation and
entrepreneurship. Digital
and the Meta Apps -
Facebook, Instagram and
WhatsApp - are now giving
these powerful ideas scale
and reach to expand na-
tionally and even globally.
At Meta we continue to
stay deeply committed to
the growth of India’s
small businesses by pro-
viding them with the same
tools that large businesses
have.”

Meta said that among
the 100 most followed
Facebook pages from 1
million to 2 million follow-
ers in India, more than
50% of them are now from
non-metro cities. For
Instagram, among the 100
most followed Instagram
businesses between 1 mil-
lion to 3 million followers
in India, approximately
40% of them are based in
non-metro cities. The com-
pany also said that more
than half-a-million Indian
small businesses on
Instagram list a WhatsApp
number or a phone num-
ber or an email in their bio
and encourage potential
customers to contact them
directly via DM indicating
how small businesses are
using Meta apps to reach
customers directly and
grow their business.

Significant increase in small 
businesses from small towns: Meta

New Delhi, Jun 27: 

The current operating
environment remains
highly volatile and persist-
ent inflation will likely im-
pact demand across cate-
gories, Tata Consumer
Products Ltd Chairman N
Chandrasekaran said on
Monday. ,To navigate
through these “short-term
bumps” in this uncertain
environment, the compa-
ny will focus on strong ex-
ecution, maintaining agili-
ty and nimbleness,” he
said while addressing
shareholders at the annual
general meeting (AGM).
“Geo-Political tensions,
supply chain challenges,
and demand-supply mis-
matches in crude and sev-
eral other commodities
are driving persistent in-
flation, which will likely

impact demand across cat-
egories. “In this uncertain
environment, we will con-
tinue to focus on strong ex-
ecution, maintaining agili-
ty and nimbleness to adapt
and navigate through
short-term bumps; and
more importantly to take
advantage of opportuni-
ties that could arise dur-
ing this period,” said
Chandrasekaran, who is
also the Chairman of Tata
Sons, the holding firm of
the Tata Group. Terming

the FY21 as a “very event-
ful one”, Chandrasekaran
said challenges posed by
the pandemic and more re-
cently, geo-political devel-
opments have resulted in a
very volatile macro-envi-
ronment with a wide-rang-
ing impact on people,
economies, and business-
es. “These unprecedented
challenges have also
thrown up opportunities
for us to adapt to new ways
of thinking, be agile and
build for the future. This
mindset has helped your
company deliver strong
overall performance,” he
said. TCPL has made sig-
nificant progress - expand-
ing distribution, accelerat-
ing the pace of innovation,
redesigning the supply
network and driving digi-
tal transformation across
the value chain.

Persistent inflation likely to impact demand
across categories: Chandrasekaran

New Delhi, Jun 27:  

The GST Council in its
two-day meeting starting
Tuesday is slated to dis-
cuss an array of issues, in-
cluding a mechanism for
compensating states for
revenue loss, tax rate
tweaks in some items and
relaxed registration
norms for small online
suppliers. Further, the
Council, chaired by the
Union Finance Minister
and comprising state
counterparts, will also
clear levying the highest
tax of 28 per cent on online
games, casinos and horse
racing, besides, discussing
a report of a GoM on high-
risk taxpayers under GST
to curb evasion. The GST
Council would also consid-
er a report of the panel of
state ministers on making
e-way bill mandatory for

intra-state movement of
gold/ precious stones
worth Rs 2 lakh and above
and e-invoicing mandato-
ry for all taxpayers supply-
ing gold/precious stones
and having annual aggre-
gate turnover above Rs 20
crore. Besides, an interim
report of a group of minis-
ters on rate rationalisa-
tion, which is likely to sug-
gest correcting the invert-
ed duty structure and re-

moving some items from
exempted list, would also
be taken up for considera-
tion. Separately, the report
of the committee of state
and central officers, com-
monly referred to as the
Fitment Committee which
suggested tweaking rates
in a handful of items and
issuing clarification in
case of majority of items
would also be deliberated
at the meeting to be held at

Chandigarh June 28-29.
The officers’ committee

has also suggested defer-
ing a decision on taxabili-
ty of cryptocurrency and
other virtual digital as-
sets, pending a law on reg-
ulation of cryptocurrency
and classification on
whether it is goods or serv-
ices. The Council may see
a stormy discussion
around compensation pay-
out to states with opposi-
tion-ruled states aggres-
sively pushing for its con-
tinuation beyond the five-
year period which ends in
June. The Centre, last
week, notified extension of
the compensation cess,
levied on luxury and de-
merit goods, till March
2026 to repay borrowing
that were done in 2020-21
and 2021-22 to compensate
states for GST revenue
loss.

GST Council meet: States’ compensation, 
easier e-comm suppliers’ registration, tax tweaks on cards

New Delhi, Jun 27: 

The Finance Ministry has
asked public sector banks to
explore fintech partnerships
and co-lending opportunities
to expand their business. In
the recently concluded per-
formance review of PSBs by
the Finance Ministry, sources
said, lenders were asked to
focus on technology and data
analytics to push their lend-
ing. The ministry also urged
the heads of the public sector
lenders to strengthen IT
security systems and cyber-
security to check fraud.

According to the sources,
banks were asked to sanction
loans for productive sectors
to accelerate the revival of
the economy facing head-
winds, including the Russia-
Ukraine war. As per the RBI’s

latest data, growth in lending
by PSBs has improved signifi-
cantly to 7.8 per cent in
March 2022 from 3.6 per cent
a year ago. Some of the PSBs
recorded 26 per cent growth. 

Bank of Maharashtra
(BoM) recorded a 26 per cent
increase in gross advances to
Rs 1,35,240 crore at the end
of March 2022. It was fol-
lowed by the State Bank of
India and Union Bank of India
with 10.27 per cent and 9.66
per cent growth, respective-
ly. 

The Pune-headquartered
BoM witnessed a 16.26 per
cent deposit growth and
mobilised Rs 2,02,294 crore
at the end of March 2022.
Union Bank of India was the
second with an 11.99 per cent
growth in deposits (Rs
10,32,102 crore), while Indian

Bank recorded a 10 per cent
rise to Rs 5,84,661 crore. The
sources said banks were
asked to expedite non-per-
forming assets (NPAs) reso-
lution and focus on the recov-
ery of bad loans. The meeting
took stock of asset quality
and business growth plans of
banks, the sources said,
adding that non-performing
assets (NPAs) of Rs 100 crore
and the recovery status were
also discussed. 

It is to be noted that the
meeting was held against the
backdrop when all PSBs post-
ed a profit in the second
financial year in a row. They
have more than doubled their
net profit to Rs 66,539 crore
in FY22.  The collective profit
of 12 state-owned banks
together was Rs 31,820 crore
in FY21. However, there were

collective losses for five
straight years during 2015-16
to 2019-20. The highest
amount of net loss was regis-
tered in 2017-18 at Rs 85,370
crore, followed by Rs 66,636
crore in 2018-19; Rs 25,941
crore in 2019-20; Rs 17,993
crore in 2015-16 and Rs
11,389 crore in 2016-17. 

To improve the financial
health of PSBs, the govern-
ment implemented a compre-
hensive 4Rs strategy —
recognition of NPAs transpar-
ently, resolution and recovery
of value from stressed
accounts, recapitalisation of
PSBs, and reforms in PSBs
and the wider financial
ecosystem — for a responsi-
ble and clean system.
Comprehensive steps were
taken under the 4Rs strategy
to reduce NPAs of PSBs. 

FinMin asks banks to explore fintech 
partnership, co-lending opportunities

Mumbai, Jun 27:  

Benchmark stock in-
dices Sensex and Nifty ral-
lied nearly 1 per cent to
close at over two-week
high levels on Monday,
posting gains for a third
straight day as global equi-
ties advanced on easing in-
flation concerns. The 30-
share BSE Sensex jumped
433.30 points or 0.82 per
cent to settle at 53,161.28, a
level not seen since June
10. During the day, the
barometer rallied 781.52
points or 1.48 per cent to
53,509.50. The NSE Nifty
also gained 132.80 points
or 0.85 per cent to close
above the 15,800 level at
15,832.05, the highest clos-
ing level since June 10. In
the three-day winning run,
Sensex jumped by 2.56 per
cent or 1,378 points while

Nifty rallied 2.73 per cent
or 418 points to more than
two-week high.

“Declining commodity
prices have been lifting the
exhausted domestic equity
market during the recent
sessions,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services said.
Analysts said that in-
vestors expect oil prices to
decline further following
easing demand from
Europe, China and the US
due to the slowdown in the
economy. Larsen & Toubro
was the biggest gainer
among Sensex shares, ris-
ing by 2.69 per cent. Tech
Mahindra spurted 2.67 per
cent, HCL Tech by 2.61 per
cent, IndusInd Bank by
2.27 per cent and Infosys
by 2.25 per cent. Asian
Paints jumped 2.19 per
cent, Bharti Airtel by 2 per

cent , Tata Steel by 1.75 per
cent, UltraTech Cement by
1.74 per cent, SBI by 1.51
per cent, ITC by 1.5 per
cent and Sun Pharma by
1.44 per cent. On the other
hand, Reliance Industries,
Kotak Bank and Titan de-
clined.

“Markets started the
week on a strong note and
gained nearly a per cent.
Upbeat global cues trig-
gered a firm start in
benchmark indices, fol-
lowed by range-bound
move till the end,” Ajit
Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd, said.
In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge
jumped 1.57 per cent and
midcap index gained 0.87
per cent.

All the BSE sectoral in-
dices ended in the green,
with capital goods jump-

ing 2.26 per cent, IT (2.02
per cent), teck (1.84 per
cent), metal (1.81 per cent),
basic materials (1.65 per
cent), industrials (1.55 per
cent), utilities (1.46 per
cent) and power (1.44 per
cent). “Domestic equities
traded in positive territory
throughout the day in-line
with its global peers,” said
Siddhartha Khemka, Head
- Retail Research, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services
Ltd. Analysts said global
cues would continue to
dictate the market trend.
Besides, domestic factors
like the upcoming GST
council meet will also be
in focus. Elsewhere in
Asia, markets in Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and
Hong Kong ended in the
green following sharp
gains in the US markets on
Friday.

Sensex, Nifty rally nearly 1 pc in line 
with global gains; rise for 3rd day

ACROSS

1. Mild oath

5. Brace

9. Pile up

14. Heavy twine

15. Mellow

16. Southern beauty

17. Deserted

19. Follow

20. ____ code

21. Metric weight

23. Standard

24. Go to

26. San Antonio shrine

28. Longing

30. Capital of the Philippines

34. Trade

38. Professor’s leave

41. Artist ____ Picasso

43. Watery expanse

44. Comic ____ Martin

45. Pledge of ____

48. Time periods

49. Pilfers

50. Bad actor

52. Future flowers

55. Ranting speech

60. Ecuador’s neighbor

63. Actor ____ Idle

65. Iron or lead

66. In the know

68. Count

70. ____ deadly sins

71. 43,560 square feet

72. Guinness of “Star Wars”

73. Curl

74. Dissolve

75. Wren’s home

DOWN

1. Serious play

2. Mechanical man

3. Not together

4. Anxious

5. For

6. Finger jewelry

7. Puccini work

8. Bicycle part

9. Pres. Lincoln

10. Pacifist Christian branch

11. Likewise

12. Defame

13. Appear

18. Refute

22. Papa’s spouse

25. ____ Plaines, Illinois

27. Wrestling pads

29. Apollo agcy.

31. Cake decorator

32. Volcanic flow
33. Pub drinks
34. Health clubs
35. Cartoonist Disney
36. Competent
37. Enjoyable things
39. London’s Big ____
40. Baroque composer
42. Gawk
46. Words of comprehension (2 wds.)
47. Have supper
51. Silent performer
53. Nighttime vision
54. From then on
56. Aired again
57. “____ of Two Cities” (2 wds.)
58. Calendar numbers
59. Choose by ballot
60. Former
61. Water pitcher
62. Speak wildly
64. Hair feature
67. Certain dashes
69. Bumped into
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The desire for travel might hit you today, per-

haps to visit a friend who lives far away, and

you could set the wheels in motion to make it

happen at some point in the future. Socializing

could take up your evening, if possible, and you

might talk to some interesting people. A friend

may need a sympathetic ear. As you’re espe-

cially sensitive to others right now, you’re pre-

pared to hear a sad story. Otherwise, your day

should go well, Aquarius.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today you might hear about opportunities to

increase your income, Pisces, either through

your current employment, a new job, or per-

haps a project of your own. You’re likely to

channel a great deal of energy and inspira-

tion to this end. Others may want to pitch in

and help you. You’re liable to feel energetic

and optimistic. This, in turn, can help you

attract more opportunities. Go for it!

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

All your relationships could be enhanced today

by your increased sensitivity to the needs and

feelings of others, Aries. You may provide a

sympathetic ear to melancholy friends, help

someone resolve problems, or both. Whatever

it is, rest assured that your efforts won’t go

unappreciated. You’ll probably grow closer to

the ones who mean the most to you now,

including a significant other.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Expect to find yourself ministering to the
needs of colleagues and family members
today, Taurus. People around you might need
to draw upon your insights into human nature
in order to understand themselves and others.
Your common sense could prove valuable to
them. In the process of sharing your wisdom
with others, you might also shed some light
on emotional situations of your own. You
could surprise yourself!

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today you might feel especially intellectually

and creatively inspired, and you could dis-

cuss your ideas with others. The process of

communication could open new doors in your

mind and result in some fascinating insights

concerning whatever you’re pursuing at this

time. Sometime in the course of your conver-

sations, Gemini, don’t be surprised if you find

that one of your friends needs a sympathetic

ear. Enjoy your day.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A close friend or member of your house-
hold could be having money problems,
Cancer, and want to draw on your good
business sense in order to understand the
situation and find ways to put it right. As
you’re likely to be feeling especially sensi-
tive to the needs of others today, you could
be of valuable help to this person and any-
one else who might need some insights.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Heightened intuition and ESP could lead to
some interesting conversations with oth-
ers who are blown away by your insights
into their thoughts, feelings, and desires.
You could also be feeling more expressive
than usual, Leo. You might want to channel
some of that inspiration into writing,
speaking, or some other form of self-
expression. Reading may also prove espe-
cially valuable at this time.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A higher level of intuition and inspiration
than is usual for you could enhance your
artistic talents, Virgo. A powerful drive to
express the stories, pictures, or music that
may be flooding your mind could result in
your spending as much of the day as possi-
ble in seclusion, jotting down thoughts and
ideas. By day’s end, you might have spent
most of your free time alone yet be very sat-
isfied with the results.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Moving ahead is today’s key phrase,
Libra. You should be feeling very opti-
mistic and excited about goals that you’ve
set for yourself. You’re probably confident
that you’ll reach them, and all will go well.
This positive attitude spills over into your
relationships. You should be in just the
right frame of mind to encourage friends
to go for their dreams and give them any
assistance they need.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Inspiration is the keyword for the day, Scorpio.

You may be feeling highly motivated to move on

with what others consider impossible dreams.

“Impossible” has never stopped you before, and

you aren’t likely to let it stop you today. You’re

more likely to consider all contingencies careful-

ly in order to make them work. Friends could be

inspired by your vision and determination and

follow your example. Go for it.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

An increased understanding of distant cultures

as well as curiosity about the people who live

there could spur you on to further learning about

those places, Sagittarius. Friends or groups with

which you’re affiliated could be involved in some

way. You’re likely to channel a lot of energy into

intellectual activities today and inspire others to

do the same. Take a walk at some point during

the day to clear your head.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The opportunity to increase your income could

spur you to channel more energy and inspira-

tion into career and business matters,

Capricorn. Some vivid, intense dreams might

reveal a lot about you and your motivations,

which could increase your self-awareness and

make everything easier for you. The drive to

succeed in material and spiritual matters is

likely to play a powerful role in everything you

do today. Onward and upward!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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PP rithviraj Sukumaran, a
Malayalam celebrity who is

now promoting his next bilingual
film 'Kaduva', was recently spotted
engaging with the media in
Hyderabad. Prithviraj Sukumaran
made references to his prospective
endeavours while talking about
movies and other areas of his inter-
ests. While interacting with the
media in Hyderabad, Prithviraj
made some amazing revelations
about a few other topics and indi-
cated his desire to direct a Telugu
film soon in addition to the numer-
ous offers he is currently consider-
ing. On making his Telugu debut, he
said, "I've already been given a film
by a few of top Tollywood produc-
ers, and I'm glad and delighted
about it. I might soon direct a Telugu
movie in addition to acting". Due to
his fantastic films, including his
directorial debut, 'Lucifer', and his
most recent acting endeavor, 'Jana
Gana Mana', Prithviraj Sukumaran
also has a sizable fan base in
Tollywood. They helped him connect
with the Telugu audience, and now
he wants his future movie, 'Kaduva,'
to have a direct dubbed release.
Prithviraj Sukumaran is considered
for a significant role in Prabhas'
most-hyped movie 'Salaar'.
Prabhas' dates and his schedule are
currently a little hazy, according to
Prithviraj, but he would never want
to pass up the opportunity to work
with a star like Prabhas and is wait-
ing for director Prashanth Neel to
come up with a solution.

P riyanka Chopra Jonas has expressed her anguish over

the recent US Supreme Court decision to overturn its

landmark Roe v. Wade decision that granted women constitu-

tional right to abortion. The Indian actress took to her

Instagram stories to former US President Barack Obama's

wife Michelle Obama's post on the ruling. Renowned person-

alities have been protesting the Supreme Court's decision.

Priyanka conveyed her disagreement on her Instagram sto-

ries. She added another post that included a cartoon con-

trasting American gun rights with abortion rights in addition

to reposting a tragic statement made by the former First

Lady. Michelle Obama had stated in her statement that she

was "heartbroken" by the decision. "So yes, I am heartbro-

ken, for the teenage girl, full of zest and promise, who won't

be able to finish school or live the life she wants because her

state controls her reproductive decisions; for the mother of a

nonviable pregnancy who is now forced to bring that preg-

nancy to term; for the parents watching their child's future

evaporate before their very eyes; for the health care workers

who can no longer help them without risking jail time."

OOnn  tthhee  wwoorrkk  ffrroonntt,,  PPrriiyyaannkkaa  wwiillll  bbee  sseeeenn  iinn  tthhee  uuppccoommiinngg

sseerriieess  ''CCiittaaddeell'',,  aass  wweellll  aass  FFaarrhhaann  AAkkhhttaarr''ss  ''JJeeee  LLee  ZZaarraaaa''..

Priyanka Chopra
compares

American gun
rights and 

abortion rights

I may direct 
a Telugu film 

very soon, says
Prithviraj 

SukumaranSS tar Bharat is bringing us the most
important journey of Mika Singh's life

where he is on a mission to find his life part-
ner. With the beautiful remaining contest-
ants, the challenge seems bigger than ever.
To aid him in this process Raveena Tandon
is here!  Mika Singh had expressed to the
production, before the start of the show,
that he wants a girl like Raveena Tandon as
his 'Vohti'. Raveena Tandon is a force to be
reckoned with and is known for her excep-
tional work ethic.  Raveena quote, "I am
very excited to see Mika and I am going to
be helping Mika with choosing that one
person who will be spending her life with
him. The tables have turned on the show
'Swayamvar - Mika Di Vohti' and I am very

happy to be a part of this show. I wish Mika
and his 'Vohti' will try to understand each
other with time and treat each other with
love and respect. I wish them all the best.
And I hope to be the 'Best Woman at Mika
Singh's wedding!"  An SOL Production,
'Swayamvar - Mika Di Vohti' is here to make
us fall in love again, along with Mika Singh
and his 'Vohti'. Our favorite Raveena
Tandon will be seen helping him out with
this important task of finding a good match
for Mika. What tasks and challenges will
Raveena Tandon give our beautiful contest-
ants? 
TToo  ffiinndd  oouutt,,  ttuunnee--iinn  ttoo  ttoonniigghhtt''ss  eeppiissooddee  ooff
''SSwwaayyaammvvaarr  --  MMiikkaa  DDii  VVoohhttii'',,  eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy
ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  aatt  88  PPMM,,  oonnllyy  oonn  SSttaarr  BBhhaarraatt!!

Raveena wants to be 
the ‘Best woman’ at Mika

Singh’s wedding!

SS ony SAB's Dharm Yoddha Garud has held the audience glued to the screen with its larger-
than-life visuals and authentic storytelling. The Devtas resolve to join forces with the Asuras

to obtain the unattainable nectar of youth, as directed by Lord Vishnu (Vishal Karwal). However,
the ocean would need to be churned in order for the nectar to surface, and this was a task they
couldn't do alone, considering they were bereft of energy.  The preparation for the big historical
event begins but the parties involved soon realize that this was a herculean task which
would require the assistance of Mount Mandara and the Serpent King, Vasuki. In order to
churn the ocean, Mount Mandara was to be used as a churning rod, but he was too heavy to
lift. Upon the insistence of Narada, Garud (Faisal Khan) took up the challenge and while chant-
ing Lord Vishnu’s name, he tried to lift the mountain. Soon, he realized they needed a churning
rope and hence decided to go to Vasuki. Vasuki is the eldest son of Kadru (Parul Chauhan), the
queen of the serpents. Lord Vishnu asked Garud to approach his brother and ask for his immedi-
ate assistance. Due to Garud's animosity toward the King of Serpents, this assignment was too
much for Garud to bear. Nevertheless, along with Kadru, he flew towards Vasuki and even though
he refused to see him eye to eye, Garud persuaded him to give him a chance and help serve the
Gods in winning the crusade. Hence, Vasuki, the King of Snakes agreed to serve as a churning
rope and to be bound around Mount Mandara. The Asuras demanded to hold the head of the
Serpent while the Devtas agreed to hold the snake’s tail. Will the Devtas and Asuras manage to
churn the Ocean of Milk and attain the nectar of immortality?

KKeeeepp  wwaattcchhiinngg  DDhhaarrmm  YYooddddhhaa  GGaarruudd,,  MMoonn  --  SSaatt,,  77::3300  PPMM  oonnllyy  oonn  SSoonnyy  SSAABB!!

Garud
gears up for

the great
'samudra
manthan' 

For a girls' night out in Dubai, actress Samantha Ruth Prabhu and her closest friend Shilpa

Reddy got together. Sahitya Reddy, the sister of Shilpa Reddy, joined them. Pictures from

their meeting in Dubai had everyone's attention. Shilpa Reddy uploaded a photo to Instagram

with the caption: "Wonderful to have had an unexpected chance to finally make My sister

meet Sam and Sam meet my sister My two favourite women & Well , Dheva always Finds it

fun to catch up with Sam Aunty too #dubaidaires Samantha Ruth Prabhu @sahityareddy."

She also shared another pic with Samantha and wrote: "Guess whom did we have a chance

to catch up with in Dubai". On the job front, Samantha has a number of high-profile films

scheduled for release in the near future, including the Hindi drama Citadel, Yashoda, and

Gunasekhar's magnum opus: Shakuntalam. In the Hollywood film Arrangement of Love,

Samantha will be seen portraying a significant role. Samantha Ruth Prabhu is the female lead

alongside Arjun Reddy fame Vijay Deverakonda's next rom-com Kushi.

Samantha 
visits Dubai 
to spend 
time with 
her close pals



TORCH RELAY

Grandmaster Tejas Bakre plays chess with children during an event organised to
receive the torch relay of the 44th Chess Olympiad, in Prayagraj, Monday.
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Leicester, Jun 27 (PTI):

India ticked all the re-
quired boxes during the
four-day practice match
against Leicestershire and
will look to hit the ground
running when they face
England in the rescheduled
one-off Test beginning
Friday, said head coach
Rahul Dravid.

“I think whatever we
needed to achieve and
whatever boxes we needed
to tick in terms of our
preparation leading into
the Test match on Friday, I
think we are very satisfied
and happy, we have been
able to do that this week,”
Dravid said in a video post-
ed by Leicestershire Foxes
on Twitter. Asked about
the challenges of playing
in English conditions,
Dravid said: “When you
have got just one game or
one-off game in a series, its
not really a lot of time,

you’ve got to hit the ground
running hard and you’ve
got to be able to hopefully
get your act together right
from the first day of the
Test match. “There is not
lot of room to maneuver or

things to go wrong. So hav-
ing said that it has been a
good week. I thought the
match wicket was chal-
lenging on first couple of
days and settle down in the
last two so, it was good, it

was a great week.” The for-
mer India batter also gave a
thumbs up to the facilities
and atmosphere here.

“I thought you know
everyone’s really looked
after us really well. It’s

been great crowds you
know, it’s really lovely to
see so many people come to
watch the game like this
and just the atmosphere
and the vibe have been ex-
cellent,” he said.

Dravid satisfied with India’s
preparation for one-off Test

Mayank Agarwal to join Indian Test
squad in England as cover for Rohit

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Opener Mayank
Agarwal has been called up to
join the Indian squad in the UK as
cover for skipper Rohit Sharma,
who has been rendered doubtful
for the Edgbaston Test against
England after testing positive for
COVID-19. Rohit competed on the
first day of the drawn warm-up
game against Leicestershire
before being placed under isola-
tion. He had tested positive in a
Rapid Antigen Test (RAT). The 31-
year-old Agarwal had missed out
on making the 15-man squad
for the game, starting July 1,

but an opportunity has come his way as KL Rahul got injured
just ahead of the South Africa series and now Rohit has con-
tracted infection.  “Mayank is flying today as a cover for Rohit
and if need be will be available for the Test match as UK Covid
protocols don’t require any quarantine period on landing if RT
PCR test is negative,” a BCCI source told PTI. 

 ‘We have ticked all
boxes’

Dambulla, Jun 27 (PTI):

Skipper Chamari
Athapaththu struck a
counter-attacking 48-ball
80 as Sri Lanka outplayed
India by seven wickets in
the third and final T20I to
avoid a whitewash here on
Monday. The 32-year-old
Chamari smashed 14
boundaries and one six
and in the process became
the only cricketer from the
island nation to get to the
2000-run mark in T20Is.
Tillakaratne Dilshan
(1889) is the highest run-
scorer among the male
cricketers from Sri Lanka.

Chasing a modest 139 to
avoid a clean sweep by the
Indians, Sri Lankan bat-
ting finally came good as
the hosts hunt down the
target with three overs to
spare to claim a consola-
tion win. The three-match
T20I series thus ended 2-1

in favour of India, who
stuttered after opting to
bat before skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur’s re-
silient 39 not out (33b; 3x4,
1x6) propped up their total
to 138 for five. In reply, Sri

Lanka lost Vishmi
Gunaratne (5) in the first
over, but Harshitha
Samarawickrama (13)
gave a fine support to
Chamari in the powerplay
before being dismissed by

Radha Yadav in the fifth
over. Thereafter, Nilakshi
de Silva (30 off 28 balls)
joined hands with
Chamari as the skipper
cruised to a 29-ball fifty —
the fastest fifty for Sri
Lanka women’s T20I.

Luck also was on her
side as Chamari got a re-
prieve on 42 when
Jemimah Rodrigues
missed a running catch in
the midwicket boundary.
She soon slammed back-to-
back fours en route to her
fifth T20I fifty.

With Chamari looking
furious, Sri Lanka just
needed 18 runs in the final
five overs and the hosts it
without much ado to seal
their first T20 win against
India at home.

India were sloppy on the
field and missed a slew of
run-outs and signed off
the T20I series on a disap-
pointing note.

Record-breaking Chamari denies 
India clean sweep as SL win final T20I

Sri Lankan players during the 3rd T20 cricket match
between India and Sri Lanka, at Rangiri Dambulla
International Cricket Stadium, in Dambulla, Sri Lanka,
Monday.

Sindhu, Prannoy lead India’s 
challenge at Malaysia Open Super 750

Kuala Lumpur, Jun 27 (PTI):

P V Sindhu will look to
quickly recover from her
first-round exit at
Indonesia, while HS
Prannoy will eye another
consistent show as the duo
spearhead the Indian chal-
lenge at the Malaysia
Open Super 750 tourna-
ment starting here on
Tuesday.

Sindhu, a two-time
Olympic medallist, was
shown the door in the
opening round by China’s
He Bing Jiao at the
Indonesia Open Super 1000
earlier this month and she
will have to put behind
that defeat when she be-
gins her campaign against
a formidable Pornpawee
Chochuwong of Thailand.
While Sindhu enjoys a 5-3
head-to-head count
against Chochuwong, the

Indian has lost to the Thai
world number 10 three
times in their last five
meetings, making their
clash a mouth-watering
prospect. If she can cross
the opening hurdle and hit
a consistent run, Sindhu

might come across
Olympic champion Chen
Yu Fei of China. London
Olympics bronze medallist
Saina Nehwal also stars in
the same half of the draw
and will open against
USA’s Iris Wang. A win

will put her face-to-face
with Japanese sixth seed
Nozomi Okuhara, a for-
mer world champion.

Saina had skipped the
Indonesia leg to manage
workload and will look to
put up a good show
against Wang, whom she
had defeated in three
games the only time they
met last year at Orleans
Masters.

In men’s singles,
Prannoy has been on a
consistent run with a se-
ries of quarterfinals since
the world championships
last year. He played a piv-
otal role in India’s epic
Thomas Cup win and then
dished out some superla-
tive performances in
Jakarta to reach the semi-
finals. The 29-year-old was
crestfallen after a series of
unforced errors led to his
ouster from Indonesia.

Pusarla V. Sindhu of India
attends a practice session
at Axiata Arena ahead of

the Petronas Malaysia Open
2022 badminton tourna-
ment in Kuala Lumpur,

Malaysia, Monday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2277  ((PPTTII))::

The emergence of a num-
ber of penalty corner special-
ists in the national team gives
India an edge over the other
sides, according to former
hockey captain Sandeep
Singh, who knows the “diffi-
cult art” of drag-flicking like
the back of his hands. 

The Birmingham
Commonwealth Games-bound
Indian team has as many as
three specialist drag-flickers
in Harmanpreet Singh, Varun
Kumar and Amit Rohidas. And
with junior players like Sanjay,
Araijeet Singh Hundal and
Sudeep Chirmako waiting in
the wings, India are well
placed as far as the penalty
corner department is con-
cerned. Drag-flick is a difficult
art which takes years of prac-

tice to master. It is a very
technical thing, where besides
brute power, you need fast
hands and quick bodyweight
transfer, said Sandeep. Having
options in drag-flick gives any
team an advantage and we are
lucky that we have many
penalty corner specialists in
the team now. It adds variety. 

Harmanpreet is a world-
class flicker, added Sandeep,
who is nicknamed Flicker
Singh’ for his exploits with the
goal-scoring technique during
his playing days. Sandeep, a
fiery drag-flicker in his hey-
days, said the current national
team under Manpreet Singh
has the wherewithal to break
its gold medal jinx at the
Birmingham Games, starting
next month. Since hockey’s
introduction in the CWG
schedule in 1998 Kuala

Lumpur edition, Australia has
swept all the six gold medals.
India’s best results are two sil-
ver medals in the 2010 edition
at home and 2014 Games in
Glasgow, Scotland. Indian
hockey has made tremendous
progress. 

The bronze medal in Tokyo
was just the fillip the game
needed to revive its past glory,
Sandeep told PTI in an exclu-
sive interaction from the
Indian Sports Fan Award 2022,
where newly-elected Rajya
Sabha member and veteran
sports promoter Kartikeya
Sharma was honoured with
the recognition. If you ask me
I firmly believe we can win a
gold in this Commonwealth
Games. In today’s hockey
there is hardly any gap
between the top 5 world
teams.

Options in drag-flick hands India advantage
over others in world hockey: Sandeep Malahide, Jun 27 (PTI):

India will be hoping for
clear weather and im-
proved performances from
rookies like Umran Malik
when it clashes with
Ireland in the second and
final T20, here on Tuesday.

The rain had reduced
the series-opener to 12-
overs a side contest and it
could well be another
shortened game consider-
ing a rather gloomy fore-
cast for match day.

Ruturaj Gaikwad did
not come out to bat on
Sunday due to a calf nig-
gle and he could be the
only change in the playing
eleven if the opener does-
n’t regain full fitness.

With a full strength
squad to be played in the
T20s against England next

month, the final match
against Ireland presents
another opportunity to the
younger players to show
what they are capable of.

Pace sensation Umran
Malik will be among those
who would be eager to
make an impact. It is not
fair to judge him by the

only over he bowled on
Sunday but he was all over
the place, indicating that
the nerves got the better of
him.

It was the sixth over of
the innings, the ball was
relatively new and 22-year-
old Harry Tector made full
use of Malik’s extra pace.

Skipper Hardik Pandya
has already expressed that
Malik is better off bowling
with old ball, bringing him
into play only after the
powerplay.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar is
likely to pose problems for
the Ireland batters again
with conditions helping

him move the ball both
ways. Avesh Khan was not
up to the mark in the death
overs and he will be look-
ing for a better perform-
ance.

The Indian bowlers will
be wary of the threat
posed by Tector. The Irish
batter attracted a lot of at-
tention with his fearless
play in the first T20 after
his team found itself in lot
of trouble.

Some of the shots he
played fetched praise even
from the Indian players.
Another explosive knock
against the game’s power-
house might help Tector
bag a life-changing IPL
contract.

“Some of the shots he
played were mind-blow-
ing,” remarked Hardik
after the seven wicket win.

India expect young stars to shine in gloomy Irish weather
Didn’t want to risk playing Gaikwad as he

had a calf niggle: Pandya
Malahide (Ireland): India skipper Hardik Pandya revealed that
he didn’t want to risk sending out Ruturaj Gaikwad to open the
innings in the first T20 against Ireland as he picked up a calf
niggle in the first half of the game. India chased down a 109-
run target with relative ease in the rain-curtailed T20 against
hosts Ireland on Sunday night. But at the halfway stage
instead of regular opener Gaikwad, Deepak Hooda walked out
to open the innings alongside Ishan Kishan. “Rutu had a niggle
in his calf,” Pandya said at the post-match press conference.
“We had the choice of taking a risk and sending him in (to
open), but I was not okay with it. 

CCeennttrraall  CChhrroonniiccllee  NNeewwss

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2277::  All India
Invitational Table Tennis
Tournament would be organ-
ised at Raipur in the month of
December.

Above decision was taken at
the General Body meeting of
Chhattisgarh Table Tennis
Association (CTTA) held here.
A resolution was also passed to
organise Senior National TT
tournament. CTTA General
Body also gave approval to the
annual calendar under which
first State Ranking TT
Tournament would be held in
the month of July at

Rajnandgaon whereas second
and third would be held at Durg
and Raipur. Raipur North MLA
and CTTA Chairman Kuldeep
Juneja was chief guest of the
meeting whereas CTTA
President Sharad Shukla
presided over the meeting dur-
ing which Chhattisgarh

Olympic Association (COA)
Joint Secretary Vijay Agrawal
and senior Coach TN Reddy
were present as Observors.

Senior office-bearers were
also present on the occasion,
informed CTTA Secretary
Vinay Baiswade in a press
release issued here.

All India Invitational TT 
tournament to be held in December
 CTTA General Body

meeting held

Central Chronicle News

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2277::  Rajat Patidar
one of the key architect of
Madhya Pradesh’s Ranji Trophy
triumph has been able to live
up to the expectations of his
team with keeping a track on
his progress through the
CricHeroes App which has
been handy for him as the offi-
cial scoring partner has helped
him to perform well.
Responding to the success,
Abhishek Desai, MD of the
CricHeroes says that they have
been trying to bridge this gap
over the years since their

inception in 2016. CricHeroes
since inception has strived
hard to bridge the distance
between aspiring cricketers
and the cricketing boards
through a scientific and
process oriented way.  

He added that Cricheroes
today are the official scoring
partners to more than 200

state associations and interna-
tional cricket boards, and have
over two million active users
and close to 10mn players reg-
istered on it. Major BCCI affili-
ated state associations like
Cricket Association of Bengal,
Baroda Cricket Association,
Tamil Nadu Cricket
Association, etc.  are using the
platform. Younger stars like
Rajat Patidar, Yash  Dhull,
Ishan Kishan, Krunal Pandya
and the likes have maintained
their scores on the application
in their rising years of their
cricketing careers.   Cricheroes
today is more than a scoring
app. It also provides data and
analytics to its partner associa-
tions in order that they make
more informed selections.

Patidar maintained his scores
on the CricHeroes application

 Cricheroes provides 
data and analytics to its
partner associations

Abhishek Desai

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI):

Former India opener
Virender Sehwag reckons
that skipper Rohit Sharma
could be relieved from cap-
taincy duties in the T20
format which would allow
him to manage his work-
load better.

“If the Indian team
management has someone
else in mind as captain in
the T20 format, then I
think, Rohit (Sharma)
could be relieved and the
following can be taken into
consideration going for-
ward,” Sehwag told PTI in
an interview.

“One, that would allow
Rohit to manage his work-
load and mental fatigue,

given his age. “Two, once
someone new is appointed
as captain in T20s, it would
also allow Rohit to take
breaks and rejuvenate
himself to lead India in
both Tests and ODIs,” he
said in an interaction
arranged by Sony Sports,
the official broadcaster of
the India-England series.

Rohit Sharma can be relieved
as captain from T20s: Sehwag

Tripura Chief Minister Manik Saha and BJP workers celebrate his victory in Tripura Assembly by-elections, in Agartala.

VICTORY CELEBRATIONS
‘Abandoning of widows a social evil’

Mathura (UP), Jun 27 (PTI): 

The practice of widows
being abandoned by their
sons and relatives is a so-
cial evil and a blot on the
country's culture,
President Ram Nath
Kovind said on Monday
and advocated their remar-
riage and economic inde-
pendence. Interacting with
inmates of Krishna Kutir,
a home for widows, in the
temple town of Vrindavan
in Uttar Pradesh, the presi-
dent commended the effort
to establish the facility but
said, in his views, there
should be no need for such
shelter homes in society.

"There have been many
examples wherein sons or
family members of many
women left them as desti-
tute in Vrindavan and
never came back to even

enquire about their condi-
tion," he said. "This social
evil is a blot on the culture
of our country. The sooner
this stigma is removed, the
better," he added. He com-
pared such treatment of
widows to social evils like
child marriage, sati and
dowry. "My view is that
there should be no need for
the construction of shelter
homes like 'Krishna Kutir'

in society. Instead, efforts
should be made towards
measures like remarriage,
economic independence,
share in family property,
protection of social and
moral rights of destitute
women," the president
said. Kovind also said that
it has been seen that after
the death of a woman's
husband, the attitude of
not only that family but of

the society changes to-
wards her. "We have to
come forward and awaken
the society to stop the neg-
lect faced by widows. From
time to time many saints
and social reformers have
made efforts to improve
the difficult life of such de-
spised mothers and sis-
ters," he said.

Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
Ishwar Chandra
Vidyasagar and Swami
Dayanand Saraswati got
some success in their ef-
forts but still much re-
mains to be done in this
area, he said. "I also appeal
to all the responsible citi-
zens of the society that
these mothers who have
moved away from social
life should be included in
the mainstream of the so-
ciety. Their contact with
society should be in-
creased. Their participa-
tion in Teej, other festivals
and fairs should be encour-
aged," he said.

Oppn BJP hits out at Raj
CM for targeting Pilot

Jaipur, Jun 27 (PTI): 

The Rajasthan BJP on
Monday hit out at Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot for
accusing his former
deputy Sachin Pilot of
being involved in a con-
spiracy to dislodge the
Congress government in
the state. Former state
deputy chief minister
Pilot and 18 MLAs close to
him had rebelled against
Gehlot in 2020, triggering a
political crisis in the state.

Gehlot had on Saturday
said Union minister
Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat's recent re-
marks over the rebellion
against him two years ago

prove that he in con-
nivance with Pilot tried to
topple the state govern-
ment. Leader of
Opposition in the
Rajasthan Assembly
Gulab Chand Kataria
claimed that Gehlot is an-
noyed by the fact that Pilot
enjoys widespread public
support.

"Sachin Pilot has the
support of the people
while Gehlot and (parlia-
mentary affairs minister
Shanti) Dhariwal do not.
Gehlot wants to throw him
out so that he can rule like
an autocrat," he said.
Kataria's deputy Rajendra
Rathore called Pilot
Neelkanth (the one with a

blue throat), which is an-
other name of Lord Shiva,
who consumed a deadly
poison for the benefit of
living beings.

"Rajasthan's CM and his
ministers are crossing the
limits of politics of insult. I
would like to thank Sachin
Pilot for his patience, who
was sometimes called use-
less and sometimes a con-
spirator, Rathore told re-
porters in Bharatpur. He
has become Neelkanth. But
when Neelkanth spews poi-
son, an earthquake comes.
When will that earthquake
hit the Congress, I don't
know," Rathore said,
adding that Pilot's patience
should not be tested.

Railways to transport
relief materials to flood
hit NE states free of cost

Guwahati, Jun 27 (PTI): 

Railways will transport all
relief materials to the flood af-
fected north eastern states
free of cost, officials said on
Monday. 

The free transportation will
be applicable for inter-state
and intra-state aid and relief
materials by parcel vans or
second class, luggage cum
guard van and goods trains,
North East Frontier Railways
spokesperson said here.

All types of freight charges
have been waived off for the
purpose from any part of the
country to the region and no
ancillary charges like demur-
rage, wharfage or others will

be charged for the transporta-
tion of relief materials, he
said.

Less than standard compo-
sition rakes can be booked
with relief materials for the
flood affected region and non-
governmental organisations
can send relief materials free
of cost to the flood affected
areas of the region like those
of the government. 

NGOs would, however, re-
quire proper approval from
the divisional railway
mangers, who have been em-
powered to take decisions on
any further additional facili-
ties, including attaching addi-
tional coaches or vans to vari-
ous northeast bound trains.

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI): 

The Congress on Monday
termed as "deeply disap-
pointing" the Supreme
Court ruling upholding the
SIT's clean chit to the then
Gujarat chief minister
Narendra Modi and 63 oth-
ers in the 2002 communal
riots, and asked whether
Modi and the state govern-
ment will ever be held ac-
countable.

The opposition party
said it stands by party
leader, the late Ehsan Jafri,
and his family and asserted
that what happened to him
in a most tragic manner
was the result of a "funda-
mental lapse on the part of
the state government".

Ehsan Jafri, a former
Congress MP, was among
the 68 people killed at
Ahmedabad's Gulberg
Society during the violence

on February 28, 2002, a day
after the Godhra train
burning that claimed 59
lives.

The Congress' detailed
reaction to the Supreme
Court ruling came after the
Supreme Court on Friday
upheld the SIT's clean chit
to Modi and 63 others in the
2002 communal riots in the
state, saying there is no
"title of material" to show
the violence after the
Godhra train carnage was
"pre-planned" owing to the
criminal conspiracy al-
legedly hatched at the
"highest level" in the state.

The top court dismissed
a plea by Jafri's wife Zakia,
terming it as "devoid of
merits". In a statement on
the apex court ruling,
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh said the
Supreme Court judgment
in the Zakia Jafri case is
"deeply disappointing".
Despite the judgment dated
June 24, 2022, certain fun-
damental questions still re-

main unanswered, Ramesh
said.

"What is the constitu-
tional and moral responsi-
bility of the chief minister
and the state government
in cases of large-scale com-
munal riots," Ramesh said.
"Is the responsibility in
such cases only ever that of
the Collector & Deputy
Commissioner of Police
and not of political execu-
tive? Will the chief minis-
ter, cabinet and state gov-
ernment never be held ac-
countable, even if a state is
thrown into a circle of vio-
lence & riots?" he said.

While the Supreme
Court has pronounced its
judgment, there are five
questions that will contin-
ue to haunt Prime Minister
Modi, including was he not
the Gujarat chief Minister
when the horrific riots took
place in 2002, Ramesh said.
"Why was PM Vajpayee so
affected by his lack of ac-
tion that he had to publicly
remind him to do his duty,

to follow his Rajdharma'?"
Ramesh said.

Was it not the Supreme
Court which called out the
conduct of the Modi
Government in Gujarat as
that of "modern day Nero's
(who) were looking else-
where when ...innocent
children and helpless
women were burning, and
were probably deliberating
how the perpetrators of the
crime can be saved or pro-
tected , the Congress leader
asked.

''Why did sections of the
BJP, including now mem-
ber of the Modi Cabinet
Smriti Irani protest and
call for his dismissal as CM
if he was not guilty of any
wrongdoing," Ramesh
asked. "What about all the
numerous convictions that
have been carried out on
the basis of the evidence
collected by the SIT relat-
ing to the Gujarat riots?
Can the BJP claim that
those also stand invalidat-
ed?" he said.

‘Introduce Sanskrit in
schools from Class III’

Ahmedabad, Jun 27 (PTI): 

The RSS-affiliated
Samskrita Bharati has
sought that the Gujarat
government introduce
the Sanskrit language
from Class III in the
form of "songs, shlokas,
and small stories",
claiming its suggestion
was based on the
National Education
Policy 2020.

Confirming the devel-
opment, Himanjay
Paliwal, organising sec-
retary of Gujarat state
Samskrita Bharati,
said, "We have request-
ed the state government
to introduce Sanskrit
from primary school.
We want it to be intro-
duced from Class 3 in
the form of songs,
shlokas, and small sto-
ries."

"Our suggestion to
the Gujarat govern-
ment is based on the
National Education
Policy 2020. Sanskrit is
the key to the Indian
language system, and if
we understand and
learn Sanskrit, we shall
be better positioned to
understand the Indian
knowledge system,"
Paliwal claimed.

The Himachal
Pradesh government
has introduced Sanskrit
from Class III, while in
Chhattisgarh, it is being
taught from Class II it-
self, Paliwal said.

"If Sanskrit is intro-
duced early on, it will
enrich other Indian lan-
guages like Gujarati.
Because we have side-
lined Sanskrit, we are
losing our own lexicon,"
he added.

As per the National
Education Policy,
"Sanskrit will thus be
offered at all levels of
school and higher edu-
cation as an important,
enriching option for
students."

"It will be taught in
ways that are interest-
ing and experiential as
well as contemporarily
relevant. Sanskrit text-
books at the foundation-
al and middle school
level may be rewritten
in Simple Standard
Sanskrit (SSS) to teach
Sanskrit through
Sanskrit (STS) and
make its study truly en-
joyable," says Section
4.16 of the NEP.

Samskrita Bharati is
a non-profit organisa-
tion with a pan-India
presence working to re-
vive Sanskrit.

Efforts needed 
to end it

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  TUESDAY,  JUNE  28,  2022

Students celebrate after Assam Higher Secondary Education Council (AHSEC) announced
class XIIth results, in Dibrugarh, Monday,

JOY OF SUCCESS

̈ Will then CM ever be
held accountable
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RSS-affiliate tells Gujarat govt

President Ram Nath Kovind with Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, Governor Anandiben Patel 
and others during his visit to Krishna Kutir, an ashram for
widows, in Vrindavan. 

SC ruling in Zakia case 
deeply disappointing: Cong

A S Rajan moves
out of IB

New Delhi, Jun 27 (PTI):
Senior IPS officer A S
Rajan was on Monday ap-
pointed as the director of
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
National Police Academy
(SVPNPA) at Hyderabad,
an official order said.
Rajan, a 1987 batch Indian
Police Service (IPS) officer
of Bihar cadre, is current-
ly special director in the
Intelligence Bureau (IB).
The Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
has appointed Rajan to the
post of Director, SVPNPA
up to February 28, 2023 --
the date of his superannu-
ation, said the order is-
sued by the personnel min-
istry. The SVPNPA is a
premier training academy
for IPS officers. His ap-
pointment assumes signif-
icance as Tapan Kumar
Deka, who is one batch
junior to Rajan, was on
June 24 appointed as the
IB chief. Deka, a 1988 batch
IPS officer of Himachal
Pradesh cadre, is also the
special director in the IB.
He will take over as the
next chief of the IB after
Arvinda Kumar completes
his tenure on Thursday.


