
Discharged 
MMuummbbaaii::  Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari was discharged
from a hospital here on
Sunday after recovering
from COVID-19, authori-
ties said. Koshyari, 80,
was admitted to the pri-
vate hospital in south
Mumbai on Wednesday
after testing positive for
the infection. A state-
ment issued by the Raj
Bhavan said the governor
returned to his official
residence after remaining
hospitalised for four days.

Research 
CChheennnnaaii:: A Central
Research Instrumentation
Facility in memory of N
Sankar, the late
Chairman of Sanmar
Group was inaugurated at
the campus of city-based
eye care service provider
Sankara Nethralaya here,
recently. The facility
would be core component
on ophthalmic research
activities and the dedica-
tion of the centre was in
recognition to the over
three-decade association
of Sankar with Sankara
Nethralaya, a press
release from Sanmar
Group said on Sunday.

Bungalow fire 
MMuummbbaaii:: A man died
after saving his three
children from a fire that
broke out in his bungalow
in Navi Mumbai's Panvel
area on Sunday morning,
a police official said.
Rajiv Thakur (38), who
kin claimed was an actor,
died in the fire that
engulfed the ground-plus-
one structure located in
Akurli village, the
Khandeshwar police sta-
tion official said.

Shot dead 
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: A 42-
year-old farmer was shot
dead by unidentified peo-
ple near a bus stand in
Phugana village here,
police said on Sunday.
Enraged by the killing, a
group of farmers staged
a protest and demanded
arrest of the killers.
According to the police,
the incident took place
Saturday night when
some unidentified people
shot dead farmer
Satyendra Kumar.

Busted 
BBhhaawwaanniippaattnnaa:: A Maoist
hideout has been busted
in Odisha's Kalahandi dis-
trict, and arms and
ammunition have been
seized, police said on
Sunday. The action came
after a Naxal camp was
busted by the special
operations group (SOG)
and the district voluntary
force of the Odisha Police
at Madanpur Rampur
block in Bhawanipatna
sub-division last
Thursday, police said.
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Bollywood actress Ameesha
Patel poses for photos during

an event, in New Delhi, Sunday.
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Mumbai/Guwahati, Jun 26 (PTI):

Struggling to contain the
implosion triggered by party
leader Eknath Shinde's re-
bellion, the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena on
Sunday launched a vitriolic
attack on the dissidents with
party MP Sanjay Raut pass-
ing controversial remarks
and daring the rebels to quit
as MLAs and face fresh polls
while Sena cadres continued
to stage protests on the
streets.

Amid the intense power
tussle between the Shinde
camp and Thackeray, the
Centre on Sunday extended
Y-plus security cover of
CRPF commandos to at least
15 rebel Shiv Sena MLAs, of-
ficials said.

Their families living in
Maharashtra too will be se-
cured as the security blanket
entails house protection

teams, they said. A day earli-
er, rebel leader Eknath
Shinde had accused the
MVA government of with-
drawing security from the
residences of 38 party rebels,
including himself, and their
families, and dubbed the ac-
tion as "political vendetta",
although Home Minister
Dilip Walse Patil denied any
such move.

On Sunday, Raut and Yuva
Sena leader Aaditya
Thackeray slammed the
rebels while addressing Shiv
Sena workers. Accusing the
dissident Shiv Sena MLAs of

having "monstrous ambi-
tions", Aaditya said even if
all the party legislators turn
rebels, victory will always be
of the party. Addressing the
Sena workers in Mumbai for
the second consecutive day,
he also said that the doors of
the state and party are closed
for the rebels MLAs. Striking
an aggressive note, Raut said
the present crisis was an op-
portunity to resurrect Shiv
Sena.

"We have learnt a lesson
on whom to trust....These
are bodies whose souls have
died. Their mind is dead....40

bodies will come from
Assam and will be sent di-
rectly to the morgue for post-
mortem," Raut said in an ap-

parent reference to the num-
ber of MLAs camping in
Guwahati with Shinde while
addressing Sena cadres.

‘Quit and face polls’
Munich, Jun 26 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said he was
looking forward to "fruitful
discussions" with world
leaders on topical issues
like climate, energy, food se-
curity, counter-terrorism,
environment, gender equal-
ity and democracy as he ar-
rived here to attend the G7
Summit.

Prime Minister Modi is
attending the G7 summit, to
be held on June 26 and 27,
following an invitation by
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz. The summit is being
hosted by Germany in its
capacity as the chair of G7,
a grouping of the world's
seven richest nations.
"Landed in Munich to par-
ticipate in the G-7 Summit. I
look forward to fruitful dis-
cussions with world leaders
during the Summit," Modi
tweeted. On his arrival, the
prime minister was warmly
greeted by the Indian dias-
pora. Warm welcome to PM
Shri @narendramodi in
#Muenchen to attend the
@G7 Summit #G7Germany
#AmbHarishParvathaneni
and Mrs. Nandita
Parvathaneni received PM

at @MUC_Airport, India's
Embassy in Berlin tweeted.

The Indian community
gave PM @narendramodi a
warm and special welcome
to #M nchen! the Indian
mission said in a tweet.

At the invitation of
@Bundeskanzler Olaf
Scholz, PM @narendramodi
arrives in Germany for the
G7 Summit. Besides partici-
pating in @G7 discussions
on climate, energy, food se-
curity, health, gender equal-
ity and more, PM will also
hold several bilateral meet-
ings on the sidelines,
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) spokesper-
son Arindam Bagchi said in
a tweet.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

The BJP on Sunday
bagged one Lok Sabha and
three assembly seats,
while the Aam Aadmi
Party suffered a setback in
Punjab's Sangrur as re-
sults came in for the by-
polls to three Lok Sabha
and seven assembly seats
spread across five states
and Delhi.

However, there was
something to cheer about
for the AAP as it won the
bypoll to the Rajinder
Nagar seat in the national
capital.

In the bypolls for the two
Lok Sabha seats in Uttar
Pradesh, the BJP won the
Rampur seat and appeared
set to wrest Azamgarh.

In Andhra Pradesh, the
ruling YSR Congress is
racing ahead in the by-
election to Atmakuru
Assembly constituency
with its candidate estab-
lishing a clear lead of over
50,000 votes, while in
Jharkhand, BJP candidate
Gangotri Kujur was lead-
ing marginally as votes
were being counted for the
Mandar by-election.

The BJP consolidated
its position in Tripura
winning three of the four
assembly seats.

Chief Minister Manik
Saha secured 17,181 votes,
which is 51.63 per cent of
the total votes polled.

"The people who voted
for me, I thank them. This
is the victory of BJP work-

ers. I expected the margin
to be a bit more. However,
the results prove the un-
derstanding between the
CPI(M) and Congress. We
will work accordingly in
the future, but people did
not take this understand-
ing in a good way," the
chief minister told re-
porters.

Congress candidate
Sudip Roy Barman won
the Agartala seat by a mar-
gin of 3,163 votes. He se-
cured 17,241 votes, which
is 43.46 per cent of the total
votes polled.

With this victory, Roy
Barman became the only
Congress MLA in the as-
sembly after the party's
complete rout in the 2018
assembly elections.

Ambikapur, Jun 26: 

After battling the scorch-
ing heat of the summer
months while protesting
against the clearances to
coal mines projects in
Hasdeo Arand region since
March this year, villagers in
Surguja district are now
prepared to get drenched in
the monsoon rains during
their ongoing agitation.

The protesters said noth-
ing can dampen their
morale as they are fighting
for their land where they
have been living for genera-
tions and they will not give
up the demonstration until
their demands are met. The
protest at Hariharpur vil-

lage, located around 60 km
away from Ambikapur
(headquarter of Surguja
district), against three coal
mine projects entered 111th
day on Sunday.

Though the state govern-
ment has halted all the pro-
ceedings regarding three
upcoming coal mine proj-
ects allotted to the
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Limited
(RRVUNL) in the area, the
protesters are sticking to
their demand of cancella-
tion of the projects.

The state government
had granted permission for
non-forestry use of 841.538
hectares of forest land for
the Parsa mine (Surguja

and Surajpur districts) and
1,136.328 hectares for
PEKKB phase-II mine
(Surguja) after Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot met his
Chhattisgarh counterpart
Bhupesh Baghel here in
March this year seeking to
clear hurdles in the develop-
ment of the coal blocks al-
lotted to the former's state.

Another coal block -
Kente extension allotted to
RRVUNL in Hasdeo Arand
region is pending for public
hearing. In October last
year, villagers from the re-
gion had marched from
Surguja to capital Raipur,
covering over 300 kms on
foot, to register a protest

against the proposed coal
mines. When they got no re-
lief, residents of projects-af-
fected villages namely
Salhi, Fatehpur,
Hariharpur and Ghatbarra,
set up a tent in Hariharpur
and launched an indefinite
protest. The village has be-
come the epicentre of the
protest where protestors
bring raw ration from their
respective homes and cook
and eat together.

"We have been living for
generations and conserving
the forests. Our life is de-
pendent on it. We just want
the government not to de-
stroy it for the sake of coal,"
said Ramlal Kariyam, a res-
ident of Salhi village.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

Apprehension contin-
ues to remain over the
future of soldiers to be
recruited under the
'Agnipath' scheme as the
Centre and several state
governments are yet to
roll out a comprehensive
plan for their rehabilita-
tion once they retire
after four years of serv-
ice in the armed forces.

Adding to the anxiety
of the youths, none of
the states ruled by the
opposition parties an-
nounced any favourable

recruitment scheme for
'Agniveers' to be hired
under the scheme, while
a few demanded that it
be completely with-
drawn.

After the June 14 an-
nouncement of the
'Agnipath' scheme, at
least 18 states and Union
Territories - Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal,
Telangana, Karnataka,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Haryana, Rajasthan,
Andhra Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, Jharkhand,
Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir
and Delhi - witnessed
protests, some of them
violent.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

The Indian Air Force
(IAF) has received 56,960
applications under the
Agnipath recruitment
scheme till Sunday, within
three days of the registra-
tion process getting under
way on Friday, a week
after violent protests
against it rocked several
states.

"56960! That's the total
number of applications re-
ceived till date from future
Agniveers in response to
the Agnipath recruitment
application process on
https://agnipathvayu.cda
c.in. Registration closes on
July 5," the IAF stated on
Twitter on Sunday.

Unveiling the Agnipath
scheme on June 14, the

government had said
youth between the ages of
17-and-a-half and 21 years
would be inducted for a
four-year tenure, while 25
per cent of them will be
subsequently inducted for
regular service.

Several parts of the
country had witnessed vi-
olent protests against the
scheme.

The government had on
June 16 increased the
upper age limit for recruit-
ment under the scheme to
23 years from 21 for the
year 2022, and subsequent-
ly announced a slew of
placatory steps like prefer-
ence for them in central
paramilitary forces and
defence public sector un-
dertakings upon their re-
tirement.

Ahmedabad, Jun 26 (PTI):

The Ahmedabad crime
branch on Sunday arrest-
ed activist Teesta
Setalvad, a day after she
was detained in Mumbai
and shifted to Gujarat, in
connection with a fresh
case of forgery, criminal
conspiracy and insulting
criminal proceedings to
cause injury registered
against her, officials said.

A day earlier, the crime
branch had arrested for-
mer Gujarat DGP
Sreekumar and is in the
process of getting a

transfer warrant for ex-
IPS officer Sanjiv Bhatt's
custody in connection
with the FIR lodged
against them, said DCP
(crime), Chaitanya
Mandlik.

He said the crime
branch will collect docu-

ments submitted by
Setalvad, Sreekumar and
Bhatt to the Commission
of Inquiry, the Special
Investigation Team (SIT),
and courts regarding the
2002 communal riots
cases as part of the inves-
tigation.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

Amid an ongoing cleanup
exercise to identify unrecog-
nised parties involved in cor-
rupt practices, the Election
Commission has made a re-
newed push to get powers to
de-register political parties.

The election law provides
the poll panel power to regis-
ter an association of people
as a political party, but does
not give it the authority to
de-register. At a recent inter-
action with the Union
Legislative Secretary, Chief
Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar is learnt to
have pushed for this power

to withdraw registration of
political parties. The poll
panel had been writing to
the government to grant it
power under the
Representation of the People
Act to de-register a political
party on certain grounds.
The poll panel believes that
many political parties get
registered, but never contest
election. Such parties exist
only on paper.

The possibility of forming
political parties with an eye
on availing the benefit of in-
come tax exemption also
cannot be ruled out, the
Election Commission (EC)
feels.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

The CBI has started an investi-
gation against three Income
Tax department officials for
allegedly facilitating fictitious
refunds of TDS deducted for
several assessee by misusing
system access of senior offi-
cers, officials said on Sunday.
The probe agency filed the FIR
based on a complaint from
Joint Commissioner of Income
Tax, Muzaffarnagar against
three group C officials of the
Income Tax who allegedly
managed to dupe the depart-

ment by allegedly misusing
RSA tokens of assessing offi-
cers to work out and generate
fictitious refunds of Tax
Deducted at Source (TDS).
RSA tokens are unique and
time-synchronous solutions
that automatically change a
user's password every 60 sec-
onds. Following the FIR, the
agency had carried out search-
es at multiple locations, they
said. The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has named
three I-T officials -- Abhay
Kant, Saurabh Singh and Rohit
Kumar -- in connection with
the case along with nine bene-
ficiaries of the refunds.

MAHA CRISIS

̈ Shiv Sena dares
rebel MLAs

̈ Centre provides 
Y-plus security to
15 rebels

Maha Minister and Shiv Sena leader Uday Samant with rebel party
leader Eknath Shinde and other supporting MLAs, at Radisson Blu
Hotel in Guwahati, Sunday.

The power tussle between Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray and Shiv Sena dissident Eknath Shinde became intense
on Sunday with Sena leaders, led by Sanjay Raut, launching an acer-
bic attack on the rebels while NCP chief Sharad Pawar held closed-
door meetings with MVA leaders. On the second day in a row, Shiv
Sena cadres staged protests against the dissidents in various parts
of the state, including Mumbai and Pune. State minister Aaditya
Thackeray, son of Sena president Uddhav Thackeray, and Sena chief
spokesman Sanjay Raut addressed party cadres in suburban Dahisar
to drum up support for the beleaguered party leadership and
slammed the Shinde camp. 

Mumbai police has no information on when the rebel Shiv Sena MLAs
will arrive in the metropolis from Guwahati in Assam, but prepara-
tions, including alerting airports, are underway, an official said on
Sunday. A sizable number of MLAs, led by the party's Thane strong-
man Eknath Shinde, had rebelled against Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on June 21 and had moved first to Surat in neigh-
bouring Gujarat and then to Assam, both BJP-ruled states. 

Maharashtra Shiv Sena MLA and minister Eknath Shinde Sunday
moved the Supreme Court against the disqualification notice issued
by the deputy speaker against 16 rebel legislators. A vacation bench
of Justices Surya Kant and J B Pardiwala is likely to hear Shinde's plea
on Monday. The rebel MLAs have raised a banner of revolt against the
MVA government in the state, threatening to bring it down.

Sena leaders step up attack on rebels

No info on arrival of rebel MLAs: Cops

Shinde moves SC against disqualification notice

‘Looking forward to
‘fruitful discussions’

with G7 leaders’

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi greets people during a
community programme, in

Munich, Germany.

BYPOLL RESULTS

BJP bags 5 seats, AAP suffers jolt in Sangrur
Apprehension remains
on ‘Agnipath’ scheme

̈ States yet to
announce quota in
govt jobs

IAF receives 56,960 applications
under Agnipath scheme

EC TO LAW MIN

‘Have power to register, want authority
to cancel registration of parties’

AWARENESS RALLY

Social activists and health workers during an awareness rally organised by Madhya
Pradesh Social Justice & Disabled Welfare department, on International Day Against
Drug Abuse & Illicit Trafficking, in Bhopal, Sunday.

Three I-T employees
siphoned off crores through

fictitious TDS refunds
̈ CBI probes

PROTESTERS ON 111TH DAY OF STIR

‘Won’t budge till all coal mine projects withdrawn’
Guj crime branch arrests Setalvad
̈ Probe on to find 

role of others in
criminal conspiracy

Crime branch officials produce social activist Teesta Setalvad at
Metropolitan Magistrate Court, in Ahmedabad, Sunday. 
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Farewell to batch of 2022 at CCET

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: A farewell
function for the batch of
2022 and they get together
for 2020 and 2021 alumni
students was organised
Christian College of engi-
neering and technology,
Kailash Nagaron June 24.

The function started
with the blessings of the
Chairman Dr Joseph Mar
Dionysius, who in his
video message reminded
the outgoing students that
they were the true ambas-
sadors of the institution.

The Executive Vice
Chairman Fr Kurian John

gave his best wishes to the
students for their happy
and successful future.
Administrative coordina-
tor Fr Philip Kuruvilla ad-
vised the students not to
give first priority to salary,
but to their soul, in order
to become good human be-
ings.

Principal DrDipali
Soren appreciated the stu-
dents for completing their
study in spite of facing
many challenges due to
Covid. Bursar Fr Raju
KVarghese, Diocese
Education OfficerFr Joshi
Varghese, coordinator Dr
PS Rao, all HODs, teaching

and non teaching staff,
alumni and all junior stu-
dents were present.

All the pass out students
and alumni were given a
gift item as a token of love
and affection. Few stu-
dents then shared their
sweet memories and expe-
riences during 4 years at
the institution.

Group photographs
were taken followed by
colourful cultural events
performed by the juniors.
At the end of the program
doctor PS Rao proposed
vote of thanks Robin Babu
and Richa Sahu anchored
the program.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2266:: The first introduc-
tory meeting of the newly ap-
pointed executive body of
Saryuparin Brahmin Samaj (SBS)
Bhilai Durg was organized at the
Brahma Prakash Bhawan of the
community. 

Present as chief guest was Ex-
MLA Pradeep Choubey, while
other eminent guests included
founder president Ram Milan
Dubey, newly elected president
Prabhunath Mishra, legal advi-
sor KL Tiwari and Acharya Hare
Krishna Pandey, Janaki Sharan
Pandey. The proceedings of the
meeting wasconducted by
Ravindra Shukla. 

The meeting began with the
lamp lighting and garlanding of
the portrait of Lord Brahma, fol-
lowed by the felicitation of chief
guest Pradeep Choubey and KL
Tiwari with shawl, coconut and
memento. Thereafter the newly
elected executive members
were welcomed with bouquet of

flowers.  In his welcome speech,
Prabhunath Mishra said that the
newly appointed executive
should work with the intention of
contributing something for the
upliftment of the community.
While extending best wishes he
further said that keeping all the
activities in mind, attention
should specially be given to add
new members. 

Chief Guest Pradeep Choubey
said that brahmin community
has always worked with concern
for every class. The community
had been a source of enlighten-
ment and played a pivotal role in
educating all. Congratulating the
new body, he to urged them to
work for the upliftment of the
community and people. 

The vote of thanks was pro-

posed by Nagendra
Pandey,Among other present
were General Secretary
Ramlakhan Mishra,
Chandrashekhar Pandey, Sanjay
Pandey, JN Tiwari, Pradeep
Pandey, Vishnu Pathak, Narmada
Mishra, Sanjay Mishra, Manish
Pandey, Sunil Mishra, Kailash
Pathak, Dinesh Mishra, Dr
Akhilesh Tripathi, Deepak
Mishra, Ram Vilas Mishra,
Rambihari Mishra, Krishna
Kumar Dubey, Rajendra Dubey,
Vijay Shukla, Avadhesh Dubey,
RK Pandey, Mahesh Tiwari. Two
minutes silence was observed as
a mark of condolence for the
death of members of the com-
munity. Information on this ac-
count was given by General
Secretary Ramlakhan Mishra.  

Ruffian arrested for theft 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2266::  Police have ar-
rested a ruffian on charges of
theft. The accused had stolen
tools and a welding machine
from a locked house. ASP (Old
Bhilai) Vishwas Chandrakar in-
formed that Khursipar Police
had received a complaint from
one Kishori Pandit regarding
theft at his hut. The victim re-
sides in a hut situated in Street
21 of Gautam Nagar Khursipar.
The victim had returned from
his native place after about
two months. 

On arrival, he found that the
door bolt was broken and
some unknown person had
stolen a welding machine, drill
machine, grinder machine,
cutting tools, oxygen meter,
hammer, cylinder etc. Total
value of the stolen booty was
around Rs 30000. Police team
immediately swung into action
and reached the crime scene.
Locals were quizzed and infor-
mation was collected regard-
ing the local criminals. It was
discovered that a ruffian S

Shiva resides in the neighbour-
hood of the victim. He was
taken into custody and during
interrogation, he confessed to
have stolen the tools and weld-
ing machine from the place of
Kishori Pandit. 

Police have recovered the
stolen booty and the accused S
Shiva (23) son of S Kamal
Kumar a resident of Gautam
Nagar Khursipar has been
booked under the provisions
mentioned in section 379 of
IPC. Inspector Trinath Tripathi,
SI Satish Sahu, SI
MahendraJaisingh, Constable
Rakesh Chaudhary, Harsh
Dewangan, Hemant Sahu,
Subhash Chand, Chandan
Singh and Sandeep Kurre
played a vital role in arresting
the accused.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: DAV
H u d c o c e l e b r a t e d
International yoga day
offline in the school
premises after a long
gap of two years. All
theteachers and the
children joined the yoga
session on the physical
platform reminding the
theme"How yoga is
truly universal", and
how it has also been an
essential lifeline during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
providing an important
means of coping with
the challenges of social
isolation and stress.

Assortments of yoga
asanas were practice by
teachers followed by the
students in which the

students enjoyed doing
Suryanamaskar,Pranay
am, Kapalbhati. They
were explained the im-
portance of yoga in this
stressful and competi-
tive world and how with
the use of yoga they can

gear up their perform-
ance in all directions.

Taking in lieu to the
weather, the sessions
were performed in
parts where all the stu-
dents displayed exem-
plary enthusiasm in

contributing their part
towards this important
event to make it a great
success.

Addressing the ses-
sions supervisory
heads (senior and jun-
ior wing) highlighted
on the significance and
merits of yoga and med-
itation as the simple yet
a powerful weapon to
raise the flexibility and
to get a sound and stur-
dy health.

Overall sessions in
parts was a great suc-
cess for the school as
every individual partic-
ipated physically after a
long duration by under-
standing the impor-
tance of yoga in this pe-
riod as a blessing in dis-
guise.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation is
continuously taking action
against encroachments  for
smooth traffic and prevent
waterlogging in view of the
monsoon.Under this drive
action was taken in
Chhawni area. Illegal occu-
pation over the drain line

on the sides of the main
roads were removed which
mainly included pull carts,
fencing etc.

The drive is being car-
ried out on the instructions
of Commissioner Prakash
Surve and the other day ac-
tion was focussed on the
area between Chhawni
Square and TirangaSquare.

Illegal occupants had en-

croached upon the govern-
ment land in Sunder Vihar
Colony and had covered an
area of about 5000 square
feet of land. The boundary
wall had been raised and
area covered with fencing
wire.

The said encroachment
was razed by the corpora-
tion squad and the columns
that had been constructed

were levelled to ground.
Similarly, in Zone 4 Shivaji
Nagar area, on complaints
of difficulty in plying on
road due to shops that had
mushroomed on the ap-
proach road in ward no 41
near Transport Nagar,
Tiranga Chowk, the squad
removed the encroachment
in the presence of police
force for ease of traffic.

During the proceedings,
Deputy Engineer of
Building Permission
Siddharth Sahu, Zone 02
Assistant Revenue Officer
Jagdish Tiwari, Assistant
Revenue Officer in charge
of Demolition Squad
Balkrishna Naidu were
present along with the em-
ployees of the Demolition
squad.

Here it needs a mention
that the action has come
through in the follow up of
the instructions given by
the Commissioner, health
and revenue officers to
deep clean the drains from
Laxmi Market,
Supelaclock tower and
Gada Square prior to the
monsoon to avoid water
logging in these low lying
areas.

Chief Minister to inaugurate
Hi-Tech Nursery today

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is going to inaugurate the
ultra hi-tech nursery es-
tablished at Sikola in Durg
District. Hitech Nursery
has its own specialties. Its
natural ventilation pro-
motes the growth of plants
by five to fifty times in a
very short time.

Along with this, the diffi-
culties in survival of exot-
ic plants can also be avoid-
ed in this hi-tech nursery.
Exotic plants will be able
to get immunity in a safe
environment. This nurs-
ery has been prepared at a
cost of Rs 3.08 crore.

The naturally ventilated
shade net house and green-
house with fan cooling sys-
tem has been built at a cost
of Rs 94 lakhs.
Germination of seeds can

be done in a lesser time in
the poly house.

This can be done
through the control of tem-
perature and humidity.
Due to the absence of the
influence of the external
climate, there will be no
outbreak of insects /
moths. Fertilizer can also
be used easily through

drip arrangement. Fruit
plants can also be grown
here.

Giving information in
this regard, DFO Sashi
Kumar said that saplings
can be grown on a large
scale through Hi-Tech
Nursery. This will encour-
age the work of plantation
and work can be done in

the direction of spreading
greenery.

It needs to be mentioned
here that Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure had also visited this
hi-tech nursery located in
Sikola.

The boundary wall, for-
est guard quarter, admin
block, store building, irri-
gation system, road, toilet
etc have been constructed
in the premises. 50000 nos
of saplings are being pre-
pared at the cost of Rs 8.32
lakh in the year 2022-23
from MGNREGA.

As a result of the above
works, the capacity of the
nursery will increase.
Along with this, the com-
mon people will get em-
ployment under MGNRE-
GA and other schemes.
The Chief Minister will
also inspect the
MatruChhaya Path.

11000 saplings to be planted 
on sides of Pulgaon-Anjora road

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: Pulgaon-
Anjora route will be
buzzing with greenery as
the administration has ini-
tiated to plant Champa,
Kadamba, Conocarpus etc
on both sides of the road.
Approximately, one thou-

sand saplings are planted
in every kilometre.
Accordingly, about eleven
thousand saplings will be
planted on both sides of
this road.

On Sunday, the Collector
inspected the Pulgaon-
Anjora road along with the
concerned officials. He
started the inspection from
Mini Mata Chowk. The
Collector said that the
plants should be of bigger
size. Along with Champa,
plants of Kaner etc should
also be planted in the mid-

dle divider.
He said that it is very im-

portant to save the plants.
Tree guards should be in-
stalled for the purpose. It
will also be better if the
plants are given water
through a drip system. The
Collector said that with the
increase of plants, the
beauty of this road will in-
crease. In the last two
years, saplings have been
planted on the sides of im-
portant roads of the city.
These plants have grown
considerably and the entire

route has become very
beautiful. He said that
some saplings would also
be planted during the "One
Home One Tree" campaign.

He directed the officers to
make preparations for the
arrangement of plants and
the responsibility of saving
them. District Panchayat
CEO Ashwini Devangan,
DFO Shashi Kumar, DMC
Commissioner Ashish
Dewangan, PWD EE Ashok
Shrivas and other officers
were present during 
his visit.

̈ Plantation to be
done during ‘One
Home-One Tree’
campaign also

Nursery constructed with Rs 3.08 crore at Sikola

BMC's anti encroachment drive: Illegal
occupation removed in Chhawni area

Drive against stray animals
launched to prevent accident 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: The Town
Services Department and
Enforcement Department
in coordination with
Safety Engineering
Department launched a
special drive to catch stray
cattle in various depart-
ments inside the plant to
prevent accidents while
plying on roads there.

The stray cattle increase
the possibility of accident
of plant workers, especial-
ly in night shift. In view of
this, a total of ten stray
cattle were caught from
SMS-3, RCL and Main
Gate the other day and
handed over to
KosnagarGauthan.

The drive to catch stray
cattle will be carried out
inside the plant for three

days across all the depart-
ments. The BSP personnel
have been requested not to
buy fruits and other items
from roadside vendors to
avoid accidents.

In another action taken
under anti encroachment
drive, three illegally
opened shops were re-
moved from Sector-06
area. Proceedings will con-

tinue against illegal occu-
pants, land mafia and
agents, and legal action is
also being taken against il-
legal occupants if needed.

To prevent any further
encroachment, fencing
work i.e.enclosing area
with barbed wire has been
started in the areas of
Maroda J Pocket, Utai
Road and Civic Centre.

DAV Hudco celebrates International Yoga Day
Former SAIL Chairman

Dr V Krishnamurthy
passes away 

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2266::
F o r m e r
Chairman of
S t e e l
Authority of
India Limited -
Dr V
Krishnamurty
left for heav-
enly abode at
the age of 97 years on Sunday.
SAIL family deeply mourned the
sad demise of Padma Vibhushan
Dr Venkataraman
Krishnamurthy, ex-Chairman,
SAIL. He was regarded as one of
stalwarts of Public Sector
Undertakings in India and hailed
for revamping several leading
PSUs. He will always be remem-
bered for his legendary leader-
ship and immense contribution
to the Industry. SAIL will remain
grateful to him for his guidance
and immeasurable contribution.

V Krishnamurthy

Woman gives birth to a baby in police van 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: A woman
gave birth to a baby in a
police van while she was
on her way to the hospital
on the intervening night of
Sunday in Durg. The
Emergency Response
Vehicle of Durg Police had
responded to the distress
call of her family mem-
bers. Constable Chetman
Gurung and Driver
UttamSahu positioned in
Cheetah -1 ERV reached
Tiranga Square in Jamul.

As the lady was in
labour pain, the cops and
the family decided to use
the ERV for taking her to
the hospital. The cops took
the lady and her family
members to District
Hospital from the conven-

ient route. Before they
could make it to the hospi-
tal, the lady delivered a
baby inside the police van
at the main gate of the
hospital.

Later the lady and her

baby were admitted to the
hospital. Condition of
mother and child is report-
ed to be normal. The fami-
ly has expressed gratitude
towards the cops and the
staff of Dial 112.

Introductory meeting of newly elected
body of SBS Bhilai-Durg held



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, MONDAY, JUNE 27,  2022

RAINS BRING RESPITE

Light to moderate showers in the morning hours in some parts of the city brought
much required relief from humid weather here on Sunday.

Two nabbed with 17 stolen
mobiles worth Rs 1.77 lakh

Raipur, Jun 26: The Raipur
Police has nabbed the gang
of thieves involved in loot-
ing and stealing mobiles. It
was on tip of an information
that Police came to know
that two suspects are having
mobile in their possession
and looking for clients to 
sell it.

On this information TI
Amanaka Police station SR
Soni formed a team as per
instructions from senior of-
ficers and went along with
’Hamrah’ staff to the site
and nabbed two persons viz.
Chetan Dhruv and Karatn

Thakur and seized
total 17 mobile
phones from his
possession worth
Rs 1.77 lakh. On
asking about the
ownership of these
mobile phones from
Chetan Dhruv and
Karan Thakur and
documents in sup-
port, but they could
not.

On this a case
under section 41 (1),
(4) and 379 of IPC
was filed against
two accused and  in

this Chetan Dhruv (19),
S/oSeetaram Dhruv R/o
Gram Khairjhitti, Sana
Tumagaon, District
Mahasamund and presently
living in Ambedkar Aawas,
Valmiki Nagar, Block –B,
H.No. 19 Kabirnagar, Raipur
and other is Karan Thakur
S/o Late Mahesh Thakur
(22), R/o Gram Kachnari,
Thana Balaghat, District
Balaghat (MP) and is
presently living in a ‘kuc-
cha’ house in Ambedkar
Awas Valmiki Nagar. Two
were taken into arrest and
further interrogation is on.

Ensure people do not face unwanted problems: CM

Jashpur, Jun 26:
During meeting with
district officers of
Jashpur district in
Kunkuri at the ongo-
ing public interaction
campaign, CM Baghel
asked the officers to
ensure that the people
do not face unwanted
problems in govern-
ment related works.
By launching a cam-

paign he asked them
to make caste certifi-
cates of eligible per-
sons and the tribes
which have been noti-
fied with correctional
inputs, should be sort-
ed out by conducting
investigation. CM
while reviewing the
ground realities of the
government schemes,
gave necessary in-
structions to the offi-
cers. In the meeting,
MLA duo Rampukar
Singh and UD Minj
and Secretary to CM
Siddhart Komal
Pardeshi were pres-
ent.

Further in the meet-
ing, CM said that the
officers should take
personal interest in in-

creasing sources of in-
come of people
through government
schemes. He gave in-
structions to pass on
benefits under Rajiv
Gandhi Kissan Nyay
Yojana, Godhan Nyay
Yojana and Rajiv
Gandhi Gramin
Bhoomiheen Krishik
Mazdoor Yoojana to
the poorest of the poor
in the remote areas.
Baghel said that there
is lot of potential for
horticulture and flori-
culture in the district
and in this direction
they all should move
ahead preparing a
work plan. He gave in-
structions to provide
employment by carry-
ing out activities like

collection of herbal
plants and forest pro-
duce; carrying out
value addition
through packaging;
commercialisation of
marketing on large
scale and associating
more and more
WSHGs with Gouthan
so as to provide them
employment as well.
Similarly he directed
to reduce mal-nutri-
tion level and imple-
ment programmes for
soling the problem of
Anemia; providing nu-
tritional diet and hot-
cooked meals to preg-
nant woman and
young children. CM
also gave instructions
to prepare special plan
to stop human- ele-
phant conflict. He said
that to increase water
level, there should be
effective implementa-
tion of ‘Narwa’ proga-
rmme. Special atten-
tion be paid towards
Health and Education.
CM while reviewing
about pending rev-
enue cases, directed to
solve the pending
cases at the earliest.

Teachers should ensure all round
development of children: Rana

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2266:: The training of
teachers of Swami Atmanand
English Medium School was con-
ducted simultaneously in five
places in the capital - SCERT, CTE,
DIET, KITE and Thakur Pyarelal
State Panchayat and Rural
Development Institute. As many
as 500 teachers are getting train-
ing at these places. Teachers are
being trained in professional com-
petence, language proficiency,
leadership management skills.

Continuous efforts are being
made by SCERT according to the
intention of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel to provide quality
training to the teachers of English
Medium School started under
Swami Atmanand Utkrisht Yojana.
The teachers of Swami Atmanand
English Medium School gave a
splendid presentation of yoga and
cultural programme. Special
Secretary and Director of School

Education Department, SCERT
Rajesh Singh Rana stressed the
need for organising activities for
all-round development of the chil-
dren besides imparting academic
knowledge in them. Cultural pro-
grammes, sports and other activi-
ties should be conducted at regu-
lar intervals keeping in mind the
interests of the children so as to
help them realise their latent abil-
ities, Rana said. 

Addressing the newly appoint-
ed teachers, Rana said that
Swami Atmanand Utkrisht School
Yojna is a high priority program of
the state. Children learn only by
watching the teachers and there-
fore teachers have to first bring
changes in dress, behavior and
will have to interact at the level of
the child, he emphasised.
Teachers have to adopt a positive
approach instead of negativity, he
said, adding that children learn

what they see.
A teacher has to put into prac-

tice what he wants to give to the
child. Rana said that children
should not be made robots.
Attention has to be paid on how to
inculcate moral education in chil-
dren. He said that it is also men-
tioned in the National Education
Policy. Rana said that there is no
lack of confidence in the teach-
ers, only they should be given
training opportunities.

Dr Yogesh Shivhare, Additional
Director, School Education
Department, answered the ques-
tions asked by the participants
and encouraged the teachers for
the upcoming session. On the
instructions of Rana, Assistant
Director and State Media Center
nodal officer Prashant Pandey
also went to all the sessions and
provided personality develop-
ment training.

Assistant Director SEZ Cell
Kaustubh Chatterjee, Dr Vidya
Chandrakar, I Sandhya Rani, KK
Shukla, Preeti Singh, Pushpa
Chandra, Gyan Prakash Dwivedi,
Lalit Sahu, Savita Gupta,
Resource Person Chani Eri,
Charnit Sandhu, Kamala Rajpal,
Kavita Mishra, Manoj Kumar
Sharma and Pragya Senapati
were present on the occasion.

‘Agnipath’ scheme a deceit with country’s youth:Ojha

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 26: The
Congress has accused the
central government of in-
sulting the late General
Bipin Rawat by introduc-
ing ‘Agnipath’ recruitment
scheme in armed forces.
This scheme which pro-
poses retirement of
jawans in four years is an
insult to late General
Vipin Rawat, former na-
tional president of Mahila
Congress Shobha Ojha
said in Raipur on Sunday.
Congress is going to stage
‘Satyagraha’ across the
country on Tuesday
against this scheme, she
said while addressing a
press conference here
today.

‘General Rawat had said

in an interview that sol-
diers in the army retire
after 17 years of service
and this retirement age
should increase. He had
also issued a circular for
this. Now the Agnipath
scheme of the central gov-
ernment is a direct insult
to his thinking and desire’,
Shobha Ojha said.

On the question of the
three army chiefs coming
out in support of this
scheme, Shobha Ojha said,
“Those in the office are
bound by it but ex-service-
men, defense experts and
youth are all opposing this
plan”. This is a wrong
scheme which will create
new problems for the na-
tional security of the
country without solving
the existing problems,

Shobha Ojha said adding
that most of the youth of
the country are standing
against this scheme.
Congress is with them in
their peaceful movement,
she said and added that
central government will
have to withdraw this con-
troversial scheme.

According to her youth
of the country are being
deceived through this
scheme. She said that
about 50 thousand youths
who had passed the physi-
cal and medical examina-
tions of the defense forces
were being deceived due to
this scheme. All they had
to do was a written test,
she said. She said that for
the first two years, the ex-
cuse of Covid was being
made. Now the entire re-

cruitment process is being
canceled and everyone has
to come through
‘Agniveer’, she said.
‘According to the scheme
75% of the Agniveers will
be retired after four years
of service and at the same
time, up to 25% will be
kept in further service.
This are the marketing
tricks’, she said.
According to her 75% of
those who return will be
labeled as retired and re-
jected.

‘Why is the Prime
Minister not listening to
the youth? Why is he
silent? We request him to
shed his ego’, Shobha Ojha
said, adding that his arro-
gance led to killing of 700
farmers during the farm-
ers’ movement. ‘This
should not be repeated in
the country keeping in
mind the future of our na-
tional security and youth’,
she said and demanded
that Prime Minister
should announce with-
drawal of this ‘anti-nation-
al’ scheme by considering
his mistake.

While several changes
have been made in
Agnipath scheme yet

youth of India are de-
manding its withdrawal.
Today there is a need to
save the country, but this
government is busy in sav-
ing money, she said.
‘Youth, ex-servicemen and
defense experts, all stake-
holders have rejected this
Agnipath scheme of Modi
government. Several serv-
ing officers have privately
expressed their concern in
this regard. We do not say
a word against the army.
We are concerned about
the welfare and national
security of our armed
forces’, she added.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary and MLA Vikas
Upadhyay, Pradesh
Congress in-charge
General Secretary Ravi
Ghosh, Pradesh Congress
General Secretary
Organization Amarjit
Chawla, Pradesh Congress
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Department President
Sushil Anand Shukla,
Pradesh Congress
spokesperson Dhananjay
Singh Thakur, Vandana
Rajput, Ajay Gangwani
and Mani Prakash
Vaishnav were present at
the press conference.

Police, RMC remove encroachments

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 26: Traffic
Police, Transport
Department and
Municipal Corporation
team together removed the
encroachment from
Pachpedi Naka to
Santoshinagar overbridge.
The road was cleared with

this action.
More than 35 shopkeep-

ers, more than 15 hand-
carts, who kept goods out-
side their shops and some
temporary shops came
under purview of anti-en-
croachment drive. Their
goods were seized.

Drivers of the vehicles
parked in the no parking
were told to park vehicles
in parking zone. In fact,
since the start of the new
bus stand in Bhathagaon,
passenger buses are ille-
gally parked at no parking

at major intersections of
the busiest routes of the
city.

At the same time, due to
the unloading and board-
ing of passengers, the traf-
fic becomes chaotic and a
situation of jam is created.
The flying squad of the
Municipal Corporation
along with DSP Traffic
Satish Singh Thakur
Dalbal and the officers and
employees of the
Transport Department
took tough action against
encroachers on Saturday.

Educated 9623 youths from 
primitive tribes to get govt job: CM

Jashpur, Jun 26: The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel made a declaration
to provide employment to
9,623 eligible educated can-
didates from notified prim-
itive tribes as per their
qualification into Class 3
and 4 grade posts. CM
making the above declara-
tion in the ‘Bhent-
Mulaquat’ programme
held in Bageecha of
Jashpur VS area said that

in the meeting of State’s
Tribal Advisory Council
held on 27 Aug 2019, a deci-
sion was taken to give em-
ployment to educated
youths from notified prim-
itive tribes viz. ‘Pahadi
Korva’, ‘Birhoir’, ‘Kamar’,
‘Bhujia’, ‘Abhoojhmad’,
‘Baiga’ and ‘Pando’, into
Class 3rd and 4th grade as
per their eligibility. The SC
and ST Welfare
Department by carrying
out survey in different dis-
tricts has prepared the list
of eligible youth from noti-
fied primitive tribes and
on providing employment
to so many youths, a total
expenditure of Rs 346.42 cr
is estimated.

An educated girl from
‘Pahadi Korva’ tribe urged
the Chief Minister to pro-
vide her regular govern-
ment job, during the ongo-
ing ‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ pro-
gramme by CM in
Bagheecha of Jashpur VS.
The girl informed CM that
she has done MSc in
Zoology and PGDCA and
on which CM said that she
will also get employment.

During this public inter-
action with general public,
CM made many declara-
tions as per demands of
the villagers and also took
feedback from them on
government schemes of-
fered. He said that he is vis-
iting all the VS area and di-

rectly contacting general
pu blic and taking infor-
mation about implementa-
tion of various govern-
ment schemes. CM on this
occasion made a declara-
tion of upgrading the CHC
in Bageecha to 100 bedded
hospital; opening a
Polytechnic College in
Bageecha; establishing
power sub-station in
Mantol and Sahidhand;
cosntruction of bad-
minton court; ambulance
facility; construction of
‘gaurav path’ from High
School Chowk to Tehsil
Chowk in Bageecha; devel-
oping Kailashgufa, Khudia
Rani, Pandapat and other
tourist sites in the region

as centre of tourism; con-
struction of RCC road
from Kailash Gufa to
Khudia Rani; upgrading of
School in Bageecha into
Swamy Aatmanand
English Medium School
and granted sanction of Rs
5 lakh for upgradation of
‘Devguri’ in all villages of
Bageecha VS area.

During this ‘Bhent-
Mulaquat’ programme,
CM tok information from
villagers about loan waiv-
er; benefits from Rajiv
Gandhi Kissan Nyay
Yojana, Ration Card;
Godhan Nyay Yojana;
Rajiv Gandhi Gramin
Bhoomiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana;
Mukhyamatri Haat-Bazar
Clinic Yojana and oher.
Arjun Yadav from
Sarghapat said that he got
loan waiver of Rs 30000
from Co-operative Bank
and got the installment
under RGKNY. Farmer
Abhishekh Gupa from
Durgapara said that he got
loan waiver of Rs 80000
and had sold his paddy on
MSP and got the money as
well. During his one of the
farmer’s from Kawai
lodged complaint about
getting less of ration and
on which CM directed the
Collector to get the same
checked through Food in-
spector and SDM.

As per their eligibili-
ty in Class 3rd  and
4th  grade

Made above decla-
ration on demand
by Pahadi Korwa
girl for a job

Also declares to
upgrade CHC into
100 bedded hospital

Establish Power
sub-station in
Mantol and
Sahidhand

Opening of
Polytechnic
College; Gaurav
Path and
Badminton Court as
well From Pachpedi

Naka to Santoshi
Nagar over-bridge

Former President of
Mahila Congress
describes it an
insult to General
Vipin Rawat

Says defense
experts are also
against this scheme

BBaalloodd,,  JJuunn  2266::  The police taking
action against drug smugglers,
nabbed two with 18 Kg ‘Ganja’
worth Rs 3.60 lakh and filing
case under NDPS Act, sent the
two to jail. As per information
in this regard, the police got
information two ‘ganja’ smug-
glers from MP are carrying

‘ganja’ in a bike and so stopped
the two near Jagtara Mandir.
The two accused viz. Rajkumar
Patel R/o Gram Chilpa Thana

Anooppur (MP and Vipin Kewat
R/o Gram Pipriya Shahdol
(MP), were travelling in a bike.
When checked, they were
found with 18 kg ‘Ganja’ worth
Rs 3.60 lakh. The Police has
booked the two under NDPS
Act from Gurur thana and sent
the two to jail.

Two nabbed with 18 Kg ‘Ganja’ worth Rs 3.60 lakh

In completion of
govt related
works

Directs to pre-
pare caste cer-
tificates for eli-
gible by launch-
ing campaign

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, MONDAY, JUNE 27,  2022

FITNESS CHECKING

The Traffic Police organized ‘Fitness-checking’ of all the Schools vehicles with the start of new academic session
and directed all concerned to ensure strict adherence of standards laid.

Grand cluster level school
entrance festival celebrated

Fingeshwar, Jun 26: A clus-
ter level school entrance fes-
tival was organized at the
cluster center, Borid. The
chief guest of the program,
was development block edu-
cation officer Fingeshwar
Chandrashekhar Mishra,
special guest, development
block resource coordinator,
Tikendra Yadu, presided
over the program. Principal
PS Dhruv as special guest
Gram Panchayat Borid
Sarpanch Makhanlal Dhruv
Up Sarpanch Mahesh Ram
Sahu Shala Vikas Samiti
President Yashwant Yadav
Gangabai Nishad Hemant
Kumar Heera Ram Nishad
and as guest Cluster
Coordinator 

In the guest address, de-
tailed information was given
by the Development Block
Resource Coordinator in the
context of various schemes
being run by the govern-
ment, as well as by the
Development Block
Education Officer stating the
importance of education.
Giving best wishes to the
newly admitted children, the
teachers were inspired to

teach by creating a fear-free
environment.

On the above occasion
Keshav Ram Sahu
Shatruhan Lal Sahu Lata
Sony Kesari Kumari Santosh
Sahu Chain Singh Dewan
Jai Prakash Sinha Ugrasen
Sidar Girja Markam Sunita
Yadav Kalpana Thakur Leela
Ram Sahu Pushpa Khute
Rameshwari Dhruv Parvati
Tandi Megha Badhi
Jageshwar Gaikwad
Laxman Sona Huleswari

Sonkar G F Khan Tulsi
Dhruv Anu Chhaya Bhoi
Jageshwar Sahu Dilip Sahu
Dayanand Sahu Anju
Vaishnav Anusuya Kanwar
Pushpalata Tiwari Deepti
Srivastava Har Sheesh
Dadsena Kusum Kujur
Monica Mogre Anjana Sen
Mamta Limje Ashok Sahu
Digeshwar Dhruv
Khorbahar Dhruv Prima
Sahu Maneka Dhruv and all
the students of Sankul were
present.

Amar Parwani elected as

Senior National V-P CAIT
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 25:
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)
Senior National Vice
President Amar
Parwani, Chairman
Mangelal Malu, Amar
Gidwani, State
President Jitendra
Doshi, Working
President Vikram
Singhdov, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
General Secretary
Surinder Singh,
Executive General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
Treasurer Ajay
Agarwal and Media In-
charge Sanjay Choubey
said that the National
Convention of
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)
was held at Nagpur on
June 25th, 2022 at all
India level in which the
election process of of-
fice bearers was started
after the discussion of
business issues. Office
bearers from all the
states from all over
India participated in the
election of office bear-

ers. Election Officer
C.A. Nikhilesh Thakkar
checked the enrollment
certificates of all the
candidates and complet-
ed the process of elec-
tion. After that a new
team was announced, in
which Amar Parwani
was elected Senior
National Vice
President.

The tenure of the new
team will be 2 years. It is
noteworthy that due to
the work being done by
Mr Amar Parwani in
the interest of traders
and businessmen, he
has been included in the
National Executive of
CAIT for the third time
in a row. Prior to this, he
has been elected as the

National Vice President
of CAIT for two consec-
utive terms. For the first
time in the year 2018, he
was given the responsi-
bility of the post of
National Vice President
of CAIT, after which he
continued to take the de-
mand of the traders of
Chhattisgarh to the
Central Government in
Delhi. Now
Chhattisgarh will get a
platform to put forth its
demand at the national
level.

This time Mr Parwani
has got the responsibili-
ty of Senior Vice
President. CAIT
National President, BC
Bhartia and National
General Secretary,
Praveen Khandelwal
have given warm wish-
es to Mr Parwani  on
being elected as Senior
National Vice President
and congratulated all
the trade organizations
of the entire state and
CAIT CG Chapter mem-
bers. CAIT CG Chapter
members extended
their wishes to Mr
Parwani.

MoU signed between BIRD, Kolkata and Apex Bank 

Raipur, Jul 26: The three-
day training program
under the joint aegis of
Chhattisgarh Cooperative
Training Institute and
Bankers Rural
Development Institute
(BIRD), Kolkata, run by
Apex Bank, concluded.
Meanwhile, on June 23,
2022, an MoU was signed
between Apex Bank and
Bankers Rural
Development Institute

(BIRD) on the training pro-
gram. With this, through
BIRD in association with
NABARD, the cooperative
public representatives, of-
ficers, employees of
Chhattisgarh’s Primary
Society PACS, District Co-
operative Bank and Apex
Bank will be able to take
proper training. This will
give them a thorough
knowledge of the Act and
new provisions and bank-
ing technology and they
will be able to discharge
their duties properly.
After signing the MoU,
Baijnath Chandrakar,
Chairman, Apex Bank
said that this is the first
time in the cooperative
sector of Chhattisgarh

that MoU has been signed
with a national level
training institute. Under
the MoU, training pro-
grams of faculty mem-
bers and subject-experts
will be organized continu-
ously in Chhattisgarh,
which will benefit in mak-
ing Chhattisgarh’s coop-
erative movement more
efficient and strong.

During the training, a
visit program of the par-
ticipating officers was
done to the famous AKF
Nursery Chauhan High-
Tech Farm, Girhola
(Ahiwara) district Durg
and Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University,
Raipur, famous for ad-
vanced and modern farm-

ing. On this occasion
Joint Director BIRD
Kolkata, Mrs. Archana
Singh, Chairman Apex
Bank Mr. Baijnath
Chandrakar, NABARD
General Manager Mr.
Mahesh Goyal, Apex
Bank Managing Director
Mr. KN. Kande,
Professional Director,
Telangana State Co-
Operative Bank Mr. P.
Mohanih, Subject Expert,
BIRD Kolkata Mrs.
Bhawna Pal, Apex Bank
DGM and Principal Mr.
Bhupesh Chandravanshi,
Apex Bank AGM Mr. L.K.
Chaudhary, Ajay Bhagat
AGM and Branch
Manager, Pandri,
Manager, GS Thakur,
Manager, Abhishek
Tiwari, CEO of District
Co-operative Central
Banks Raipur, S. Joshi,
Durg CEO, Mrs. Apeksha
Vyas, Jagdalpur, R.A.
Khan, Ambikapur, SK
Verma, Bilaspur, Prabhat
Mishra and Branch
Managers of Apex Bank
and District Co-operative
Banks were present.

Aim to make artisans financially
strong:  Chandan Kashyap

Raipur, Jun 26:
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board, Mr.
Chandan Kashyap attend-
ed the closing ceremony of
“Jagar-2022” fair organ-
ized in the Chhattisgarh
Pandri Haat market com-
plex of Raipur. Speaking
on the occasion,
Chairman Kashyap said
that it is the goal of
Handicrafts Development
Board to make artisans fi-
nancially strong.
Congratulating  all the
craftsmen and artists,
Chairman Kashyap said
that Jagar Mela has been
organized after two years
due to the Corona period.
In this 15-day event, the
craftsmen’s products have
received a better response,
which is clearly visible on
the faces of the craftsmen
today. He said that the
Handicrafts Development
Board of Craftsmen would
bear all the expenses for

participating in the big
event to be held in other
states, so that the crafts-
men’s products could get
better market. Kashyap fe-
licitated State and
National Awardee crafts-
men by giving them cita-
tions in the program. It is
noteworthy that in the 15-
day fair, 140 stalls were set
up for display cum sale of
various products of arti-
sans and weavers of 12
states including
Chhattisgarh. Various
types of products made by
craftsmen and artists were
sold in this fair worth
more than Rs 1 crore. In
the Jagar fair, along with
various handicraft prod-
ucts, many attractive prod-
ucts of handloom, Khadi,
Village Industries,
Matikala Board have been
put up for sale. In these
stalls 80 stalls were set up
from other states as well as
Chhattisgarh. Cultural
programs were also organ-

ized daily by the
Department of Culture in
Jagar Mela. In this series,
in the cultural evening
held on the last day, tradi-
tional folk artists from
Utai of Durg district gave
a splendid performance.
During the program, 11-
member folk artists of
‘Chal Sangwari’, Sur
Shringaar Musical Group
and famous craftsman of
tattoo and Ms. Sanjana
from Nagpur gave an en-
chanting performance of
Kathak dance.

A large number of peo-
ple came to this fair and
enjoyed the cultural
evening by buying their fa-
vorite home decor and dec-
orative items as well as
traditional clothes. On this
occasion the General
Manager of the Board,
S.L. Dhurve, Mr. Paresh
Minj, Mr. H.B. Ansari and
a large number of people
including craft lovers were
present.

Development of Narva should be done
through scientific method: CM

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 26: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has said that the works re-
lated to water conserva-
tion and renovation works
of streams under Narva
Vikas Yojana should be
done scientifically. The im-
provement in water level
as a result of Narva devel-
opment works should also
be assessed through the
scientific method of re-
mote sensing satellite. He
also said that a map show-
ing the streams that have
been treated in the state
should also be prepared.

The Chief Minister was
reviewing the work being
done for the treatment of
various streams in the for-
est areas under the
CAMPA item under the
Narva Vikas Yojana at his
residence office. Mr.
Baghel has also informed
in the meeting that satel-
lite map of Chhattisgarh
is available which should
be used  to detect fractures
and ground water harvest-
ing structures should be
prepared, so that water
can percolate well into the
land. He also directed to
assess the reduction in soil
erosion due to Narva treat-
ment works.

While reviewing the
meeting, Chief Minister
Mr. Baghel said that the
Suraji Gaon Yojana of

Chhattisgarh Government
has given good momen-
tum to economic activities
including rural employ-
ment with the efficient use
of Narva, Garwa,
Ghuruwa and Bari. Narva
Vikas Yojana is proving to
be an effective medium, es-
pecially in water harvest-
ing and biological and en-
vironmental improve-
ment. Due to the develop-
ment of Narva in the state,
there is a significant in-
crease in the groundwater
level in the areas in and
around the culverts.

Under this campaign,
encouraging results are
being obtained with an in-
crease of 20 to 30 cm in the
ground water level in
Vananchal areas more
than in the plains. Due to
this, along with improving
the habitat of wild ani-
mals in Vananchal, people
have started getting full
benefits of facilities like
irrigation throughout the

year.
The Chief Minister said

that due to Narva develop-
ment works, the ground
water level has increased
by 20 to 30 cm in forest
areas and 7 cm in plain
areas. Mr. Baghel said that
dike wall can be very use-
ful in sandy places.
Referring to the visit of
Surajpur district, during
the meeting, he said that
the ground water level in
Surajpur is very low, there
is a need to perform Narva
developmental works here.

The Chief Minister said
that wherever the Narva
development works are
being done, villagers and
public representatives
should be informed about
the usefulness of these
works by connecting them
with the programme.
Every two years, desilting
work should be done in
ground water enrichment
structures, stop dams,
check dams, this will im-

prove water logging and
their irrigation capacity
will also increase.

He also directed to get
the work of treatment of
streams done under
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme. He said that if
there is a need to get re-
pair and restoration works
done in the ground water
conservation works done
earlier under Rajiv
Gandhi Watershed Area
Development Mission,
then they should also be
done on priority basis.
Similarly, attention should
be paid to desilting and
maintenance of small
dams under the dams of
the Water Resources
Department. In the meet-
ing, the officials informed
that about 30 thousand
rainy streams have been
identified in the state, out
of which 8000 streams are
located in the forest areas

of the state. Treatment of
6 thousand 395 streams lo-
cated in forest areas is
being done at a cost of Rs
01 thousand 290 crore, out
of which treatment of
about 2 thousand 800
streams has been complet-
ed so far.

On this occasion, Forest
and Climate Change
Minister Mohammad
Akbar, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Dahria,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State Forest
Development Corporation
Devendra Bahadur Singh,
Advisor to Chief Minister
Pradeep Sharma, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Forest Department’s
Additional Chief
Secretary, Subrat Sahoo,
Principal Chief
Conservator and Forest
Force Chief, Rakesh
C h a t u r v e d i ,
Commissioner MNREGA,
Mohammad Abdul Kesar
Haque, Nodal Officer
Narva, Garuwa,
Ghuruwa, Bari Dr. Ayyaz
Fakir Bhai Tamboli, Chief
Executive Officer CAMPA,
V.Srinivas Rao, Additional
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
Arun Pandey, Additional
Managing Director, V.
Anand Babu and
Departmental officers
were present.

For the training of
new techniques of
banking and act-
provision to the offi-
cers of cooperative
banks of the state

p In Sankul Borid 

BByy  SSaannjjaayy  KKuummaarr  MMiisshhrraa

Mr. Vasanth Kumar Giri, a former
school teacher at the lower primary
school in Uparbeda Village in Odisha’s
Rairangpur, still remembers the smile on
the face of a 4-year-old girl, Draupadi
Murmu, clinging to her father’s hand, on
her first visit to school. The 85-year-old
teacher is excited about the Presidential
nomination of his student he taught from
first to fifth grade. Mr. Giri reminisces of
the times he taught little Draupadi, the
BJP’s Presidential nominee and former
Jharkhand Governor, at the primary
school.

“Her name was Draupadi Tudu then.
She was the eldest of the then village
farmer Narayanan Tudu. She took her
husband’s surname and became
Draupadi Murmu after her marriage to
Shyam Charan Murmu, a bank employee.
Narayanan left his little girl at school and
told Mr. Giri to teach his daughter well.
She was smart and secured first position
in all exams. She had the oratory skills of
a public speaker. She participated in all
the debate contests held for students
annually and won the first prize, without
fail.”

Her teachers were sure that she
would reach great heights and make

them proud. They have watched her
grow and become the Municipal Vice-
chairperson in Rairangpur, the MLA and
a Minister of Odisha and a Governor for
the state of Jharkhand,” Mr. Giri said in a
trembling voice. His eyes gleamed in
pride while speaking about his former
student, who is the NDA candidature for
Presidential election. “Her name was
also considered for the Presidential elec-
tions in 2017 but was left out at the final
moment. Hence this time, we were all
eagerly waiting and heaved a sigh when
the final announcement on the candida-
ture came up on television. However,
busy she is, she makes it a point to visit
the school, her alma mater, once a year.
After becoming the Jharkhand Governor,
Draupadi Murmu, called on them with
silk shawls for all teachers, including Mr.
Giri. Her visit had created a festive ambi-
ence in the sleepy village and the pri-
mary school then. A bigger festival and
celebration is coming up soon,” said
Vasanth Giri, the octogenarian teacher.
He is awaiting the moment when his
grade 1 student who stepped into the
school with her father, in 1962, becomes
the first citizen of India 60 years later. It
would be a proud moment for him as well
to see her reach Raisina Hill from
Rairangpur. 

Student’s glory, teacher’s pride!



Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  2266::  The beginning
of Bastar Goncha festival has
started on 14th June with
'Devsnana Purnima Chandan
Jatra Puja Vidhi'. The 'Ansar peri-
od' of Lord Shri Jagannath Swami
will continue from June 14 to June
29, during which there will be no
darshan of the Lord. On June 30,
devotees will be able to see Lord
Jagannath, Mata Subhadra and
Balabhadra outside the temple
with Netratsov Puja Vidhi.

As per tradition, the work of
construction of new chariot for
Goncha Rath Yatra Vidhan has
started. The wheel structure of
the chariot is being prepared by
the master craftsmen of Bastar in
Sirhasar Bhawan. A 25-feet high
wooden chariot will be ready in a
week. Lord Jagannath, Mata
Subhadra and Balabhadra Swami
will reach Janakpuri-Gudicha
Mandir-Sirhasar Bhawan along
with the Goncha Puja Vidhi on
July 1, riding in the newly built
chariot. According to the tradition
that has been going on for cen-
turies, a team of five members is
being led by Hardev, a master
craftsman of Bedaumargaon, for
the construction of the new char-
iot of Bastar Goncha festival. 

According to Hardev, the arti-
san who is building the chariot in-
formed that the construction of

the chariot will be completed in a
week. Hardev informed that the
construction of the giant two-
storey chariot of Bastar Dussehra
and the construction of Bastar
Goncha chariot is also done by
the artisans of his village. 

It should also be known that
the princely state's Bastar-
Goncha festival has the historical
aspect of hundreds of years con-
tinuously. The traditions of Bastar
Goncha festival are performed by
the Brahmins of 360 Ghar
Aranyak Brahmin Samaj.

360 house Ishwar Khambari,
the chairman of Aranyak Brahmin
Samaj, told that the preparations
for Bastar Goncha festival contin-
ue throughout the year, 13 wor-
ship rituals continue for 12
months of a year of Lord

Jagannath. In which the most
elaborate worship rituals are per-
formed in Bastar Goncha festival.
Presently, preparations are going
on for Netratsov Puja Vidhan on
30th June and Goncha Puja
Vidhana on 1 July. 

In Goncha Puja, 22 deities of
Lord Jagannath, Mata Subhadra
and Balabhadra Swami will be
mounted on three chariots includ-
ing the newly built Goncha chari-
ot and will reach Janakpuri-
Gudicha Temple-Sirhasar Bhavan
by performing Goncha Rath Yatra,
where devotees will get the bene-
fit of virtuous darshan for nine
days.  During this, according to
tradition, various worship and rit-
uals will be completed according
to the program of Bastar Goncha
festival.

Central Chronicle News

Kabirdham, Jun 26: Two
minor girls were killed
and at least 20 persons
were injured as the private
bus they were travelling in
overturned and fell into a
ditch in Kabirdham dis-
trict, police said on
Sunday. The accident took
place on Saturday evening
at Polmi ghat near
Agarpani village under
the Kukdur police station
limits when the bus with
more than 50 brick kiln
labourers on-board, was
heading to Bilaspur in
Chhattisgarh from
Sultanpur in Uttar
Pradesh, an official said.

The driver lost control
over the steering at a
sharp curve, due to which
the vehicle turned turtle
before falling into a 25-30
feet ditch, he added.
"While two minors, identi-
fied as Ragini Sahu (nine)
and Simran Manjhi
(three), were killed in the
accident, 20 others sus-
tained injuries," he said,
adding that the bus driver
and conductor, who are yet
to be identified, fed from
the spot after the incident.

After being informed, a
police team rushed to the
spot and shifted the in-
jured to primary health
centre in Kukdur and com-

munity health centre in
Pandariya. Of them, four
severely injured were re-
ferred to Kabirdham dis-
trict hospital later for bet-
ter medical treatment, he
said. A case has been reg-
istered in this connection
and efforts are on to nab
the driver and conductor
of the bus, the official
added.

Central Chronicle News

Vishrampuri, Jun 26: On
Saturday, annual health
check-up of the students of
Swami Atmanand
Government Excellent
English Medium
S c h o o l ( S A G E S ) ,
Vishrampuri was conduct-
ed by the doctors of
Community Health
Center, Vishrampuri, in
which the children's
height, weight, eyesight,
hearing etc. were checked.
In this program, along
with free testing of chil-
dren, consultations were
also given by doctors as
needed and to maintain
good health, emphasis
was given on adopting
nutritious food, cleanli-
ness, and yoga etc. and
the benefits of these
were told. Gone.

Chief Medical Officer
and Principal of the
school Shailendra Soni
as well as all the teachers
played an important role

in this program and the
students participated very

enthusiastically in this
program.

Central Chronicle News

Surajpur, Jun 26: On
May 06, 2022 Pushpa
Dewangan, resident of
Darripara lodged a re-
port that manager of
Gurukul Vidya Ashram
and staff Rishi Nayak,
Digvijay Das Bairagi,
Priti Bais and 10 others
through an NGO collect-
ed Rs 1.22 crore 75 thou-
sand from 1850 benefici-
aries in the name of
computer training,
stitching training and
other trainings.

These beneficiaries
fell to greed of winning
a lottery and shelled

their hard earned
money. On the basis of
report from com-
plainant, Surajpur po-
lice lodged case against
the accused under vari-
ous sections of IPC and
arrested Rishi Nayak,
Digvijay Das Bairagi,
Priti Bais and Madan
Mishra.

They were all sent to
judicial remand.
Following the orders of
SP Ramkrishna Sahu, a
team was constituted
and on the basis of clue
from an informer ar-
rested other accused
Ramesh Lal and Anil
Sahu.

12 accused arrested in connection
with murder of BJP leader

Central Chronicle News

Surajpur, Jun 26: On
June 24, village Pori PS
Pratappur resident Kamal
Prasad Rajwade gave an
information to Chandoura
PS that some years back
his father Hirdal Ram
Rajwade had purchased
4.90 acre land from
Baigasai Lohar in village
Semai. This land was
forcibly occupied by
Baigasai's nephew
Basantlal and others.

Kamal Prasad informed
that on last Friday for
marking this piece of land
he visited there in his mo-
torcycle. In the evening he
was informed on mobile

that Basantlal and others
joined together in attack-
ing his father with a has-
sle and later killed him.
On receiving the informa-
tion police team reached
the spot and after minute-
ly scanning the area sent
the dead body for post-

mortem.
The police immediately

took action against 12 ac-
cused under various sec-
tions of IPC and arrested
them. On interrogation
accused revealed that a
piece of land was jointly
in the name of Baigasai

and Gholdu.
In 2012, Baigasai sold

his share of 4.90 acre to
Hirdal. After purchasing
the land from Baigasai,
former took initiative to
mark the land and take its
possession. When the mat-
ter came to the knowledge
of Baigasai's family mem-
bers they decided to teach
Hirdal a lesson and kept
waiting for him to come
back from the field.

No sooner Hirdal came
back Baigasai's family
members attacked him
and killed him. On the
basis of accused confirm-
ing their involvement in
the murder, all were ar-
rested.

NMDC organises two-day Apollo Superspecialistic Camp

Central Chronicle News

Bacheli, Jun 26: Apollo
Superspecialistic Medical
Camp was organised
under the aegis of NMDC
management at NMDC
Apollo Hospital, Bacheli,
last on June 20 and in this
camp, Dr Mohammed Atik
Ur Rehman- Cardiologist;
Dr Sai Kiran Rajesh
Gudala (Orthopaedician);
Dr SK Somashekhar Rao
(Gastroenterologist), all
from Apollo Hospital
Hyderabad examined the
patients and provided nec-
essary consultation to
them and this included of-
ficers and employees from

NMDC and their family
members and villagers
who had come from far-
flung areas availed the
benefit of this camp. This
medical camp was organ-
ised from 9:30 am to 1:30
pm and from 4:00 pm to
6:30 pm in the evening.
After examining few pa-
tients in the first half, they
were re-examined in the
second half as per sugges-
tions from the experts and
obtained necessary med-
ical advice.

On June 21, the subject
experts from Apollo
Hospital, Hyderabad ex-
amined the patients in the
first two shifts at Hospital
Kirandul and provided
necessary guidance.
Thereafter in the evening,
a seminar of the doctors

from Project Hospitals of
Bacheli and Kirandul was
organised at Training
Institute of NMDC
Bacheli.

In this seminar, the car-
diologist Dr. Mohammed

Atik Ur Rehman gave in-
formation about heart
rhythm and irregular elec-
trical impulses in the
heart and highlighted on
the increasing number of
diseases and its preven-

tion on account of the
same. Dr Sai Kiran Rajesh
Gudala, Orthopaedician
gave information about
treatment related to
'Osteo-Arthritis' and Dr
KM Somashekhar Rao-

Gastroenterologist gave
information about
Jaundice and its preven-
tion.

At the end of the semi-
nar, the doctors from
NMDC Apollo Hospital,

Bacheli and Kirandul
raised various questions
and they were answered
by the experts. In the end
Chief Medical
Administrator NMDC
Apollo Hospital Dr SM
Haq expressed gratitude
towards team of experts
from Apollo Hospital
Hyderabad for providing
their valuable services in
the camp and sorting out
doubts of doctors from the
Apollo Hospital Bacheli
and Kirandul.

NMDC Apollo Hospital
Chief Medical
Administrator Dr SM Haq
informed that it in one-two
month's interval, Apollo
Superspecialistic medical
camps are orgnised by
NMDC management in
NMDC Apollo Hospital

Bacheli. In this the pa-
tients from the city and re-
gion and tribals who are
unable to afford treatment
are able to get services in
this Superspecialistic
camp and are getting ex-
pert advice from the spe-
cialist doctors.

CGM NMDC BIOM
Bacheli Complex PK
Mazumdar also expressed
gratitude towards all the
doctors who have come
from Apollo Hospital
Hyderabad and their valu-
able services to patients
from Bacheli and
Kirandul and added that it
has always being efforts of
NMDC Bacheli Complex
to provide best of the
health services to the em-
ployees, people of city and
tribals of the region.
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p In NMDC Apollo
Hospital Bacheli

Police arrests two others in connection
with mismanagement of funds

Earmarked for beneficiaries of Gurukul Vidya Ashram

SAGES conduct health
check-up of students

Construction of new chariot of
Bastar Goncha festival starts

Two girls killed, 20 injured
in road accident

About the incident
The accident took

place on Saturday
evening at Polmi ghat
near Agarpani village
under the Kukdur po-
lice station limits
when the bus with
more than 50 brick
kiln labourers on-
board, was heading to
Bilaspur in
Chhattisgarh from
Sultanpur in Uttar
Pradesh. The driver
lost control over the
steering at a sharp
curve, due to which
the vehicle turned
turtle before falling
into a 25-30 feet ditch.
While two minors,
identified as Ragini
Sahu (nine) and
Simran Manjhi
(three), were killed in
the accident, 20 others
sustained injuries.

DEVOTEES AT KAMAKHYA TEMPLE

Devotees light earthen lamps while offering prayers at Kamakhya temple which reopened after the end of four-day
Ambubachi Mela, in Guwahati, Sunday.

SUPPORT RALLY

Members of a Hindu organisation participate in a rally in support of former BJP spokesperson Nupur Sharma, in Ajmer, Sunday.

Rhino habitats in Assam facing threat
from invasive plant species

Guwahati, Jun 26 (PTI):

Assam’s three major habi-
tats for one-horned rhinocer-
os are facing threat, not just
from poachers but also from
several invasive plant species
that are posing a grave dan-
ger to the grasslands, prompt-
ing interventions in some
areas to save the fodder for
the animals.

Various invasive plant
species that tend to destroy
the grasslands have been
found in abundance in
Kaziranga and Manas
National Park as well as the
Pobitora Wildlife sanctuary,
home to rhinoceros, elephant,
swamp deer among other ani-
mals. Experts have sought
immediate measures for en-
suring long-term conserva-
tion of all grassland-depend-
ent species.

In Kaziranga National
Park (KNP), authorities,
under the Wildlife Institute of
India’s project ‘Management

of Invasive Species’, have
sought permission for experi-
mental culling, cutting, slash-
ing, uprooting, and girdling
of vegetation.

KNP Field Director
Jatindra Sarma told PTI “We
have come across several
species of plants of invasive
nature, mostly annual or
perennial herbs, identified as
weeds, which adversely im-
pact the grasslands. Besides,
there are some plants that
have a toxic impact under

water.”
Some of the 18 invasive

species of plants identified in
the park are Bombax ceiba,
Trewia nudiflora-Gutel/B
Crataeva nurvala,
Lagerstroemia speciosa and
Cestrum diurnum, Sarma
pointed out. KNP, along with
Wildlife Institute of India and
leading NGOs, is working on
a project to weed out the inva-
sive species which are seri-
ously affecting the flora and
fauna of the park, he said.

IAF can deliver desired punch when required
within short time frame: VR Chaudhari

VR Chaudhari
New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI):

India should compre-
hend the situation along
its unsettled western and
northern borders as a
‘two-front’ contingency
and prepare for it accord-
ingly, Air Chief Marshal
VR Chaudhari said on
Sunday, referring to the
possible challenge from a
collusive military threat
from China and Pakistan.

In an exclusive inter-
view to PTI, the Chief of
Air Staff said India could
be attacked on all fronts,
starting from military
standoffs to information
manipulation and black-
outs in the future and its
security doctrines and ca-
pabilities will have to cater
to such possibilities.

To a specific question on

whether Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine
could encourage China to
take more aggressive pos-
turing along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC), he
said the effect of global
events and geopolitical de-
velopments on India’s en-
gagement with Beijing are
being assessed continually
across wide-ranging do-
mains “at all levels”.

“As a nation, we need to
identify our immediate
and future threats accu-
rately so that necessary ca-
pability responses can be
developed to counter
them,” he said.

Asked about China’s
rapid deployment of its
air assets along the LAC in
eastern Ladakh amid the
lingering border standoff,
he said the “IAF can deliv-
er the desired punch when

required within a very
short time-frame.”

Listing the rapid geopo-
litical upheavals, the Chief
of Air Staff noted that any
future conflict will require
the integration of all ele-
ments of the national se-
curity apparatus to make
it an “All-of-Nation-
Approach”.

“We have certain chal-
lenges on our western and
northern borders, prima-
rily due to unsettled bor-
ders. It would be prudent
for us to comprehend our
situation as a ‘two-front’
contingency’ and prepare
for it accordingly,” he
opined. The chief of Air
Staff said that India’s mili-
tary operational plans, ca-
pability enhancement and
training should always
cater for a wide spectrum
of threats emanating from

either or both fronts.
Several top military offi-

cials including India’s first
Chief of Defence Staff
Gen Bipin Rawat and for-
mer Army Chief Gen MM
Naravane had flagged con-
cerns about the possibility
of a coordinated threat
along the northern and
western fronts.

But it is for the first time
that a serving chief has
called for a detailed plan to
deal with such a threat.

“We are also cognisant
of the need to be prepared
for an event-based short-
duration operation which
necessitates quick plan-
ning, rapid deployment of
assets and swift action,”
he said. “IAF is working
intricately on all these as-
pects to build a credible
force to cater to all contin-
gencies,” he added.

In Rajasthan’s Pali, two communities
shun lavish weddings

Jodhpur, Jun 26 (PTI):

No DJs, no fireworks
and no riding horseback
for the groom. These are
some of the guidelines
that leaders in two com-
munities in Rajasthan’s
Pali district have issued
to make weddings a less
expensive affair.

And grooms should be
clean-shaven—beards
don’t go with the ceremo-
ny—the elders feel.

Leaders of both
Kumawat and Jat com-
munities have also
agreed to put a cap on
gifts relatives can give to
a couple, which includes
jewellery, clothes and
cash.

The rules discourage
customary offering of
opium too.

The Kumawats, a com-

munity of potters, at a
meeting of its members
from 19 villages on June
16 came up with the rules.

Terming the marriage
a divine affair, they said
the groom is considered a
king and bizarre beard
styles make the ceremo-
ny a “non-serious and
fashion-ridden practice”.

“So, we decided that no
groom of the community
will grow any sort of
beard and remain clean-
shaven,” said Kumawat
community leader Laxmi
Narayan Tak.

He said a huge amount
is spent on decorations,
music and other customs
unnecessarily.

“So, we have laid out
the rules that there will
be no theme weddings, no
decoration, no DJ during
any procession right

from bandoli’ to barat’,
and have also decided to
put a limit to jewellery
and cash as gifts,” Tak
said.

Similarly, the Jat com-
munity from five villages
under Rohet subdivision
of Pali has also come out
with rules to make mar-
riage functions sober, de-
ciding to do away with
marriage processions.

“To ensure uniformity
in weddings for all fami-
lies of the community, we
have decided to bring
some reforms,” said
Bhakariwala village
sarpanch Amnaram
Beniwal.

Besides making it
mandatory for the groom
to be clean-shaven, the re-
forms include forsaking
riding a horse during
marriage processions.

Road to Vidhan Bhavan from airport goes
via Worli: Aaditya warns Sena rebels

Mumbai, Jun 26 (PTI):

In a subtle warning to
the Shiv Sena rebels cur-
rently camping in
Guwahati, party leader
and cabinet minister
Aaditya Thackeray has
said the road from
Mumbai airport to Vidhan
Bhavan, the state legisla-
ture complex here, goes
via Worli.

Worli, traditionally a
Shiv Sena bastion in
Mumbai, is the assembly
constituency represented
by Aaditya Thackeray.

Addressing the party
workers on Saturday
evening, the 30-year-old
son of Shiv Sena president
and Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, also

said there was no place for
“traitors” in the party.

He made the statement
amid the ongoing political
crisis in Maharashtra that
was triggered by senior
minister Eknath Shinde’s
rebellion. Majority of
party MLAs have sided
with Shinde and they are
currently camping at
Guwahati in Assam, a
BJP-ruled state. Shinde
and his group have
claimed that they are the
“real Shiv Sena”.

The rebel group said it
enjoys a two-thirds majori-
ty in the legislature party
and will prove its strength
in the House. The dissi-
dents have named their
group as “Shiv Sena
(Balasaheb)”. Amid these

developments, Aaditya
Thackeray has started
holding meetings with the
party workers and office-
bearers from Saturday,
which is being seen as a
move to prevent any ero-
sion of the cadre loyal to
the Thackerays.

In his address, Aaditya
said, “The road from the
airport to the Vidhan
Bhavan passes via Worli.
It’s good that the rebels left
(Shiv Sena). There is no
room for traitors in the
party.” The Mumbai civic
polls are expected later
this year and the Shiv
Sena, which has been rul-
ing Asia’s largest civic
body for nearly three
decades, is striving to re-
tain its hold over it.

Suspended IPS officer Basant Rath resigns;
hints at joining electoral politics

Srinagar, Jun 26 (PTI):

Suspended IPS officer
Basant Rath on Sunday
announced his resigna-
tion from service on so-
cial media, hinting that
he is joining politics to
contest elections from
Kashmir.

In his famous twitter
handle KangriCarrier ,
which is unverified, as
well as WhatsApp status
and Instagram post, Rath
who will be completing
two years of his suspen-
sion next month, said pol-
itics is a noble profession
.

Sharing his copy of res-
ignation letter addressed
to J&K Chief Secretary
Arun Kumar Mehta and

marked to Director
General of Police Dilbag
Singh and Commandant
General Home Guard H K
Lohia, Rath said I wish to
resign from the Indian
Police Service in order to
be able to participate in
electoral politics.

“Please consider this
letter as my request for
resignation/voluntary re-
tirement and process it
accordingly , he said in
his letter dated June 25.

In an earlier post about
seven hours ago, Rath
wrote If I ever join a polit-
ical party, it will be BJP. If
I ever contest an election,
it will be from Kashmir. If
I ever join politics, it will
be before March 6, 2024.

Repeated attempts to

reach the officer did not
fructify as he did not re-
spond to the phone calls
and messages.

In July 2000, Rath was
suspended with immedi-
ate effect by the central
government in connec-
tion with repeated in-
stances of gross miscon-
duct and misbehaviour .

An order issued by the
Ministry of Home Affairs
said, A disciplinary pro-
ceeding against Shri
Basant Rath (IPS: RR:
2000, JK) is contemplated
in connection with re-
peated instances of gross
misconduct and misbe-
haviour, which have been
brought to the notice of
the Government.

“During the period of

suspension, Rath’s head-
quarter shall be Jammu
and he will not leave it
without obtaining per-
mission of the Director
General of Jammu and
Kashmir Police.

The action against the
officer came a fortnight
after he lodged a com-
plaint with police against
Jammu and Kashmir
DGP Dilbagh Singh cit-
ing “apprehensions about
my life, liberty and bald
head.”

Promoted as IGP in
2018, Rath became popu-
lar among people for his
effective regulation of
traffic. However, his stint
as IGP-Traffic was short-
lived as many questioned
his style of functioning.

Flood situation remains grim
in Assam, over 25 lakh still hit

Guwahati, Jun 26 (PTI):

The flood situation in
Assam continued to remain
critical on Sunday with
more than 25 lakh people
still reeling under the del-
uge, although water level
has started receding from
some areas.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, during the
day, visited Silchar in
Cachar district, which is
among the worst-affected
areas, and assessed the
damage caused by flood wa-
ters in the Barak valley city.
According to latest updates
by Assam State Disaster

Management Authority
(ASDMA), over 25 lakh peo-
ple are still facing difficul-
ties in 27 flood-hit districts
of the state, comprising 79
revenue circles and 2,894
villages.

As many as 2.33 lakh
have taken shelter in 637 re-
lief camps of the northeast-
ern state, which had been
battling floods and land-
slides for the past two
weeks.

Relief materials were
being distributed to affect-
ed populations that haven’t
put up at the shelter camps
through 259 distribution
centres or points that have
been opened temporarily,
the ASDMA bulletin said.
NDRF had been helping the
district administration in
safe evacuation of people
from affected areas apart
from the state forces like
SDRF, Fire & Emergency
Services, the police and
ASDMA volunteers.
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Couple dies  
Jaipur: A couple died
after drowning in
Dravyavati river in
Mansarovar area of
Jaipur on Saturday.
Sub Inspector, Shipra
Path police station,
Amar Singh said that
the couple had gone to
landscape park on the
bank of the river.
Suddenly, the woman
Madhubala jumped
into the river. To res-
cue her, the husband
also jumped. “Both of
them died,” he said.
“We rushed to the
spot on information
and one constable
jumped into the river.
They were pulled out
with the help of rope
and rushed to a near-
by hospital where doc-
tors declared them
dead,” he said.

2 held 
Jammu: Two alleged
drug peddlers, includ-
ing a woman, were ar-
rested on Saturday
with nearly three kgs
cannabis here, police
said. Sunny Masih
and his woman ac-
complice were nabbed
along with the contra-
band in the Channi
Himmat area, a police
spokesperson said.
Separately, another
man named Sunil
Kumar was nabbed
after 1,000 banned
capsules and 480
tablets were recov-
ered from his posses-
sion during checking
at Katra in Reasi dis-
trict, the official
added.

Youth shot 
Ludhiana: A 19-year-
old school-going
youth was shot at and
injured outside
Naulakha colony here
by some unidentified
armed assailants, po-
lice said on Sunday.
The incident hap-
pened late Saturday
night near CMC
Hospital, they said.
They have recovered
some empty car-
tridges from the spot.
According to police,
the matter seems to be
a case of old rivalry.
The footage of the
CCTV cameras in-
stalled in the area was
being scanned by the
police. The assailants
managed to escape on
two motor cycles after
the incident, police
said. The condition of
the injured was stated
to be critical in the
hospital, said a police
official.

Fire 
New Delhi: A fire
broke out in a godown
stacked with plastic
granules in Rohini
early Sunday, officials
said. No was injured in
the blaze and the fire
department used a
robot to douse the fire.
According to officials,
they received informa-
tion at 2.18 am about
the fire in Badli area
behind Rohini jail. A
total of 23 fire tenders
were rushed to the site,
the officials said.

Cloudy 
New Delhi: The na-
tional capital on
Sunday woke up to
partly cloudy sky
recording a minimum
temperature of 29 de-
grees Celsius, one
notch above the sea-
son’s average, accord-
ing to the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD).
The relative humidity
was 68 per cent at 8.30
am, according to the
IMD. The weather de-
partment has predict-
ed partly cloudy sky
during the day. The
maximum tempera-
ture is likely to settle
around 41 degrees
Celsius.

Villagers make a temporary bamboo bridge after a portion
of a road was washed away due to flood following heavy
rainfall, at a village in Nagaon, Sunday.
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PM MODI IN GERMANY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves towards Indian residents in Munich, Germany,
Sunday, June 26.

Biden: G-7 to ban Russian gold
in response to Ukraine war

Elmau, (Germany), Jun 26 (AP):

President Joe Biden said
Sunday that the United
States and other Group of
Seven leading economies
will announce a ban on
imports of gold from
Russia, a step the leaders
hope will further isolate
Russia economically over

its invasion of Ukraine.
A formal announcement

was expected Tuesday as
the leaders meet for their
annual summit.

Biden and his Group of
Seven allies will huddle on
the summit’s opening day
Sunday on strategies to se-
cure energy supplies and
tackle inflation, aiming to

keep the fallout from
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine from splintering
the global coalition work-
ing to punish Moscow.

Hours before the sum-
mit was officially set to
open, Russia launched
missile strikes against the
Ukrainian capital Sunday,
striking at least two resi-
dential buildings, Kyiv
Mayor Vitali Klitschko
said. They were the first
such strikes by Russia in
three weeks.

Senior Biden adminis-
tration officials said gold
is Moscow’s second largest
export after energy, and
that banning imports
would make it more diffi-
cult for Russia to partici-
pate in global markets.

Biden’s Twitter feed
said Russia rakes in tens
of billions of dollars from
the sale of its gold, its sec-
ond largest export after en-
ergy.

WHO panel: Monkeypox not a global emergency ‘at this stage’
London, Jun 26 (AP):

The World Health
Organization said the es-
calating monkeypox out-
break in more than 50
countries should be close-
ly monitored but does not
warrant being declared a
global health emergency.

In a statement Saturday,
a WHO emergency com-
mittee said many aspects
of the outbreak were “un-
usual” and acknowledged
that monkeypox which is
endemic in some African
countries has been neg-
lected for years.

“While a few members
expressed differing views,
the committee resolved by
consensus to advise the
WHO director-general that
at this stage the outbreak

should be determined to
not constitute” a global
health emergency, WHO
said in a statement.

WHO nevertheless
pointed to the “emergency
nature” of the outbreak
and said controlling its
spread requires an “in-
tense” response.

The committee said the
outbreak should be “close-
ly monitored and reviewed
after a few weeks.” But it
would recommend a re-as-
sessment before then if
certain new developments
emerge such as cases
among sex workers;
spread to other countries
or within countries that
have already had cases; in-
creased severity of cases;
or an increasing rate of
spread. WHO Director-

General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreysus convened the
emergency committee on
Thursday after expressing
concern about the epidem-
ic of monkeypox in coun-
tries that haven’t previous-
ly reported the disease.

“What makes the cur-
rent outbreak especially
concerning is the rapid,
continuing spread into
new countries and regions
and the risk of further,
sustained transmission
into vulnerable popula-
tions including people that
are immunocompromised,
pregnant women and chil-
dren,” the WHO chief
said. Monkeypox has sick-
ened people for decades in
central and west Africa,
but until last month, the
disease had not been

known to cause significant
outbreaks in multiple
countries at the same time
and involving people with
no travel links to the conti-
nent. Declaring a global
health emergency means
that a health crisis is an
“extraordinary” event re-
quiring a globally-man-
aged response and that a
disease is at high risk of
spilling across borders.
WHO previously made
similar declarations for
diseases including COVID-
19, Ebola in Congo and
West Africa, Zika in Brazil
and the ongoing effort to
wipe out polio.

The emergency declara-
tion mostly serves as a
plea to draw more global
resources and attention to
an outbreak.

Iran and EU say Vienna nuke talks will resume in coming days
Tehran, Jun 26 (AP):

The European Union
and Iran agreed on
Saturday to resume nego-
tiations in Vienna in the
coming days over Tehran’s
tattered nuclear deal with
world powers.

The agreement could
help relieve tensions after
the talks stalled for
months, while Iran enrich-
es uranium closer than
ever to weapons-grade lev-
els under decreasing inter-
national oversight.

At a joint press confer-
ence with Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian in
Tehran, the EU’s foreign
policy chief, Josep Borell,

said the negotiations
would restart soon.

The coming days means
the coming days, I mean
quickly, immediately,
Borell said, adding that
the US, which unilaterally
withdrew from the nu-
clear deal in 2018 and im-
posed tough economic
sanctions on Iran, should
also return to the negotia-
tions. Negotiations must
resume, and this is a deci-
sion that must be made in
Tehran and Washington,
he said. Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine has caused a
tectonic change in geopoli-
tics, making it more ur-
gent than ever to reach an
agreement that would
allow Iran to sell its oil to

world markets.
“In such an environ-

ment the conclusion of
our landmark agreement
is more important than
ever, he said.

Amirabdollahian said
his country is ready to re-
sume talks: We’ll try to re-
solve the issues and differ-
ences... what is important
for the Islamic Republic of
Iran is economically bene-
fiting from the agreement
reached in 2015 in full.

Earlier this month, Iran
removed 27 surveillance
cameras of the UN’s
International Atomic
Energy Agency in what its
director warned could
deal a fatal blow to the nu-
clear accord.

Sri Lanka hikes fuel prices as filling stations go dry
Colombo, June 26 (PTI):

Crisis-hit Sri Lanka has
hiked petrol price by LKR
50 and diesel by LKR 60 re-
spectively, the third price
revision in over two
months, as the country
continues to reel under the
worst economic crisis in
decades due to a crippling
shortage of foreign ex-
change reserves.

The price hike has come
into effect from 2 am on
Sunday, state-owned fuel
retailer Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation (CPC) an-
nounced.

Lanka IOC has also
hiked prices by the same
proportion.

The last fuel price hike
was announced on May 24,
which saw petrol and
diesel prices being raised
by 24 per cent and 38 per
cent respectively.

This is third fuel price
revision being enforced in

the island nation since
April 19.

From Sunday, petrol will
cost LKR 470 per litre and
diesel LKR 460 per litre.

The move comes after
CPC informed the Sri
Lankan government on

Saturday that there would
be a delay in the arrival of
fuel shipments due to
banking and logistical rea-
sons. Regret to inform that
CPC has informed me that
the suppliers that had con-
firmed petrol, diesel and
crude oil shipments to ar-
rive earlier this week and
next week has communi-
cated the inability to fulfill
the deliveries on time for
banking and logistical rea-
sons, Sri Lanka’s Power
and Energy Minister
Kanchana Wijesekera
tweeted on Saturday.

The minister said that
until the next shipments
arrive, priority would be
given in diverting the ex-

isting stocks to public
transport, power genera-
tion and industries, while
diesel and petrol would be
distributed at limited fill-
ing stations throughout
next week.

Wijesekera requested
citizens not to line up for
fuel and announced the
closure of refinery opera-
tions till the arrival of the
next shipment of crude.
Sri Lanka is facing a se-
vere forex crisis which has
forced the country of 22
million to declare a default
of its international debt in
April, becoming the first
Asia-Pacific country in
decades to default on for-
eign debt.

Russia strikes Kyiv as troops 
consolidate gains in the east

Kyiv, Jun 26 (AP):

Russia attacked the
Ukrainian capital in the
early hours of Sunday
morning, striking at least
two residential buildings,
Kyiv Mayor Vitali
Klitschko said, as else-
where Russian troops con-
solidated their gains in the
east.

Associated Press jour-
nalists in Kyiv saw rescue
services battling flames
and rescuing civilians.
Klitschko said two people
were hospitalized with in-
juries.

Ukraine Member of
Parliament Oleksiy
Goncharenko wrote on the
Telegram messaging app
that according to prelim
data 14 missiles were
launched against Kyiv re-
gion and Kyiv.

Before Sunday’s early
morning attack, Kyiv had
not faced any such
Russian airstrikes since
June 5.

Meanwhile, Russian
forces have been seeking
to swallow up the last re-

maining Ukrainian
stronghold in the eastern
Luhansk region, pressing
their momentum after tak-
ing full control Saturday of
the charred ruins of
Sievierodonetsk and the
chemical plant where hun-
dreds of Ukrainian troops
and civilians had been
holed up.

On Saturday, Russia also
launched dozens of mis-
siles on several areas
across the country far
from the heart of the east-

ern battles.
Some of the missiles

were fired from Russian
long-range Tu-22 bombers
deployed from Belarus for
the first time, Ukraine’s
air command said.

The bombardment pre-
ceded a meeting between
Russian President
Vladimir Putin and
Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko,
during which Putin an-
nounced that Russia
planned to supply Belarus

with the Iskander-M mis-
sile system.

Russian Defense
Ministry spokesman Igor
Konashenkov said late
Saturday that Russian and
Moscow-backed separatist
forces now control
Sievierodonetsk and the
villages surrounding it.

He said the attempt by
Ukrainian forces to turn
the Azot plant into a stub-
born center of resistance
had been thwarted.

Serhiy Haidai, the gov-
ernor of the Luhansk
province, said Friday that
Ukrainian troops were re-
treating from
Sievierodonetsk after
weeks of bombardment
and house-to-house fight-
ing.

He confirmed Saturday
that the city had fallen to
Russian and separatist
fighters, who he said were
now trying to blockade the
neighbouring city of
Lysychansk from the
south.

The city lies across the
river just to the west of
Sievierodonetsk.

Chinese fans pay rich tributes to China’s legendary
Indian classical dancer Zhang Jun

Beijing, Jun 26 (PTI):

The India-China fric-
tions took a backseat for a
while here as a large num-
ber of Chinese flocked to
a scintillating show of
Indian classical dance
performances to pay emo-
tional tribute to Zhang
Jun, China’s legendary

dancer of
Bharatanatyam, Kathak
and Odissi.

Tired of COVID lock-
downs and other restric-
tions in Beijing, over 300
Chinese fans of Zhang
thronged the Asia
Infrastructure Investment
Bank (AIIB) auditorium
on Friday night to watch

sterling performances
from young Chinese chil-
dren as well as highly tal-
ented professionals who
devoted their lives prac-
ticing and performing
Indian classical dance
forms in this country.

It was a dream come
true for Jin Shan Shan,
Zhang’s ardent student

and widely acclaimed
Bharatanatyam dancer
both in India and China
who took to her Guru’s
footsteps and devoted her
life in popularising the
Indian classical art form.

The audience included
India’s Ambassador to
China Pradeep Kumar
Rawat and former Vice
Minister of Finance of
China and President of
AIIB Jin Liqun who lusti-
ly cheered the meticulous-
ly performed dances to
the classical Tamil and
Hindi music.

Zhang Jun (1933-2012)
has inspired generations
of Chinese and Indians
with her relentless pas-
sion to learn
Bharatanatyam, Kathak
and Odissi and make
them popular in China.

Encouraged by the then
Chinese premier Zhu
Enlai at the height of
India-China bonhomie,
she first visited India in
the early 1950s during
which she was captivated
by the Indian dance and
art forms.

Spain urges NATO to
watch its southern flank
Barcelona, Jun 26 (AP):

While Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine is certain to
dominate an upcoming
NATO summit in Madrid,
Spain and other member
nations are quietly push-
ing the Western alliance to
consider how mercenaries
aligned with Russian
President Vladimir Putin
are spreading Moscow’s
influence to Africa.

As the host of the sum-
mit taking place from
Tuesday to Thursday,
Spain wants to emphasise
its proximity to Africa as
it lobbies for a greater
focus on Europe’s south-
ern flank in a new docu-
ment outlining NATO’s vi-
sion of its security chal-
lenges and tasks.

The Strategic Concept is
NATO’s most important
working document after
the North Atlantic Treaty
of 1949, which contained
the key provision holding
that an attack on one
member is viewed as an at-

tack upon all.
The security assessment

is updated roughly every
decade to reset the West’s
security agenda.

The current version, ap-
proved in Lisbon in 2010,
stated the risk of a conven-
tional war on NATO terri-
tory was low.

It did not explicitly men-
tion concerns about insta-
bility in Africa. At the
time, the alliance viewed
apathy as its biggest mili-
tary threat; U.S. com-
plaints that some
European members were
not paying their due fea-
tured heavily in summit
talks. Fast forward a dozen
years, and the view looks
very different from NATO
headquarters in Brussels.

After Russia brought
war close to NATO’s east-
ern borders, the alliance
has worked to provide
Ukraine with an assort-
ment of more powerful
weapons and to avoid the
very real risk of getting
drawn into the fighting.

Students and admirers of Zhang Jun perform at a special show to pay tribute to her, in
Beijing. Jun was a Chinese dancer who devoted her life performing and teaching Indian
classical dance forms Bharathanatyam, Kathak and Odissi in China.

A photograph shows a crater filled with water caused by
Russian missiles at a nursery school in Kyiv on June 26,
amid Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Istanbul, Jun 25 (AP):

Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
told Sweden’s prime min-
ister that he has not seen
any tangible moves to ad-
dress Turkey’s concerns
about her country joining
NATO, Erdogan’s office
said on Saturday.

Erdogan called in a
phone conversation with
Prime Minister
Magdalena Andersson for
binding commitments
from Sweden, as well as a
concrete change of atti-
tude in the country’s ap-
proach to fighting terror-
ism.

He added that Turkey

had not seen any tangible
initiative from Sweden
that would alleviate
Turkey’s concerns at this
point about the Nordic na-
tion’s request to become a
NATO member, the presi-
dent’s communications di-
rectorate said in a state-
ment. Sweden and Finland

applied to join the Western
military alliance in May
following Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Turkey, which is a
NATO member, has so far
blocked the applications,
citing what Ankara con-
siders to be a soft approach
to organisations such as
the Kurdistan Workers’
Party, or PKK. The PKK
has waged a 38-year insur-
gency against Turkey that
has left tens of thousands
dead. Turkey is demand-
ing that Sweden and
Finland grant extradition
requests for individuals
who are wanted in Turkey.
Ankara claims the coun-
tries are harbouring PKK

members as well people it
says are linked to a failed
2016 coup.

Turkey also wants as-
surances that arms re-
strictions imposed by the
two countries over
Turkey’s 2019 military in-
cursion into northern
Syria will be removed.

Finland and Sweden’s
membership requests and
Turkey’s objections are ex-
pected to be a central
theme at a June 28-30
NATO summit in Madrid.

Erdogan earlier reiterat-
ed Turkey’s demands in a
phone call with NATO
Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg, the presiden-
cy said.

Turkish president: Sweden hasn’t
alleviated NATO concerns

MODI promised one-rank-
o n e - p e n s i o n

(OROP) to the armed forces person-
nel in his quest to capture Delhi in
2014. After  eight years all he has
ended up giving is no-rank-no-pen-
sion (NRNP). He has administered
another rude shock to the Indian
armed forces by launching the
‘Agnipath’ scheme of recruiting
46,000 soldiers for a short period of
4 years. The maverick policy thrust
down the institution's throat has left
the armed forces leadership in a
state of stupor and sent shock
waves through rural India. The
youth are up in arms at the govern-
ment's highhandedness in first can-
celling the recruitment and then
making the military service unat-
tractive, by withdrawing the job se-
curity and post retirement pensions. 

On an average the army has been
recruiting around 50,000 men every
year since 2015. The process of re-
cruitment in the army was expedi-
ently stopped in 2020 using the pre-
text of Covid-19 pandemic.
However, during this period the
naval and air force continued to en-
list sailors and airmen.  In the cur-
rent year, under the Agnipath
scheme only 40,000 would join the
Army, leading to massive shortfalls
at the unit level. The Air Force and
Indian Navy will get 3,000 Agniveers
each. “We know best and you don’t
understand’ approach, a hallmark of
the Modi government is once again
displayed in defence of an indefen-
sible policy. A similar approach was
adopted to tackle the backlash after

announcing the lopsided policies
like the demonetisation, GST and
farm laws. Such audacity and arro-
gance first destroyed jobs in the
small and medium scale sectors and
now Modi is hell bent on destroying
the armed forces, the best perform-
ing institution in the country today.

The government is trying to hard-
sell the scheme through massive
media campaigns but the unem-
ployed youth of the country remains
unconvinced about its motives and
intentions in pushing the scheme.
There is utter confusion in the gov-
ernment as the youth, across the
country, are out on streets protest-
ing against the government's deci-
sion to suck jobs and social security
provisions in an era of high inflation
and rising unemployment.   One arm
of the government is busy contra-
dicting the other. A few serving ad-
mirals, generals and air marshals
have been deployed by the govern-
ment PR machinery to sell the
scheme, but the arguments put
forth by them in defence of
Agnipath are at best flimsy and il-
logical. 

A serving general says, in a press
conference, that downsizing the
armed forces is a long pending re-
form and the service have been con-
templating a leaner profile since
1984. While the ministry of defence
(MoD) says that the number of vol-
unteers being recruited under the
scheme would rise from 46,000 vol-
unteers in each of the first four
years, to 90,000 volunteers in the
fifth year, and to 125,000 in the sixth
year. Some say that this would help
the armed forces save money which
could be better utilised for moderni-
sation, a euphemism for fattening
the coffers of western military-in-
dustrial complex and the new-born
private defence industry in the
country.  Others in the establish-
ment claim that the scheme is not
designed to prune pay and pension
bills, it is only to make the forces
look youthful by reducing the aver-
age age of a jawan from 32 to 26.
This is a specious argument be-

cause a 32-year-old person is by no
stretch of imagination unfit to per-
form military duties. Virat Kohli is
33-years-old and is at the peak of his
fitness. A military training program
and routine that cannot keep a sol-
dier fit in his/her early 30s needs to
be scrapped.

The challenge before the armed
forces is optimal utilisation of
sailors, airmen and jawans trained
under a fast-track structure, some-
thing akin to the “Rapidex English
speaking course”. Many have ex-
pressed the fear that  ‘Agniveers’
could prove to be an operational
hazard in a challenging environ-
ment. The commanding officers of
the units and formations would be
wary of using the ‘Agniveers’ to
maintain and operate the state-of
the art equipment. Therefore,
‘Agniveers’ utilisation for critical op-
erations or even for manning critical
posts will remain limited. In all likeli-
hood, the Agniveers would end up
doing sundry jobs in the forces. For
example, in a warship, throughout
the 4-year tenure (of which one year
would go in annual leave) an
Agniveer would at best be employed
for lookout duties, or for basic sea-
manship duties like painting and
chipping of the deck. The captain of
the ship would think twice before
handing over the ship’s wheel to an
Agniveer. Such apprehensions will
not only hamper the professional
growth of a young person but would
also put extra strain on the trained
manpower engaged in operating the
warship or an airplane.

The defenders of ‘Agnipath’ argue
that since the nature of warfare is
changing and disruptive technolo-
gies like drones and Internet of
things (IoT) are going to be increas-
ingly used in the services therefore
it is imperative to have a small
teeth-to-tail ratio. On the other
hand, the government is claiming
that after completing four years the
Agniveers would either be absorbed
in central para military forces or big
industry. If new age technologies
are going to reduce jobs in the mili-

tary then how does one expect them
to grow in the civilian sector?
Agnipath is also an assault on unit
cohesion within the army. A unit will
now have two sets of jawans one
with pension and the other without
it. The jawan serving for 15-years
will enjoy 90-days leave in a year, on
the other hand, Angniveer would be
entitled to just 30-days of annual
leave.

The person below the officer rank
(PBORs) basically hail from poor
rural backgrounds. The 15-year pen-
sionable service not only helped the
jawan but also contributed im-
mensely to the rural economy. A
PBOR’s child got the best urban ed-
ucation facilities in the schools and
professional colleges run by the
armed forces, which in turn ensured
upward social mobility for poor fam-
ilies. The government’s decision to
splinter the armed forces communi-
ty  and its withdrawal of support to
rural India will adversely impact the
social structures in the long run.
Under whose pressure is the gov-
ernment introducing Agniveers’? If
the pressure is financial the govern-
ment could reduce expenditure in
many areas before targeting the
most revered institution of the state.
But the Modi government has no
such inclination because it repre-
sents the rich classes that hate pen-
sions and the very idea of social se-
curity. Modi is not just committed to
a frontal attack on social security
but to a broader privatisation agen-
da that sounds the death knell for
the national forces.   

Most Indians love social security,
the rich don’t. And the Modi govern-
ment that represents the rich class-
es hates pensions. Modi's policies
are enfeebling the Indian State by
making private corporations con-
sume not only  the capital budget
but also a large chunk of the de-
fence revenue budget. It is the
fruition of this very idea for which
Modi is aiming. And this premeditat-
ed design is the cause of the collec-
tive trauma experienced by the
armed forces today.
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Hearing loss 
A recent report by World

Health Organization has ex-
pressed serious concern over
the increasing number of peo-
ple who are suffering from
hearing loss. One in every four
individuals, or around 2.5 bil-
lion people, across the world,
will experience mild-to-pro-
found hearing loss by 2050. It is
estimated that at least 700 mil-
lion people will suffer from dis-
abling hearing loss and require
ear and hearing care in the
coming thirty years. WHO de-
fines disabling hearing loss as
greater than 40 decibels loss in
adults, and greater than 30
decibels in children. Exposure
to excessive noise was cited by
the first World Report on hear-
ing as one of the reasons for
the disability. Genetic causes,
complications at birth, certain
infectious diseases, chronic ear
infections, the use of particular
drugs and ageing are the other
factors mentioned by WHO. It
is also mentionable that a large
number of young generations
fall victim to hearing loss due
to the use of headphones at a
larger level. Many of the caus-
es that lead to hearing loss can
be avoided through awareness
programmes, public health
strategies and clinical interven-
tions implemented across the
life course. Avoiding exposure
to loud sounds and toxic medi-
cines can save our nation from
a deaf generation.

HHaarrsshhaa  MMoohhaann  SSaarrmmaa,,  NNaallbbaarrii

A sight to behold
India is at present under the

ablest leadership of Narendra
Modi, the PM. During his
tenure, our country has be-
come a leading nation around
the globe and has made its
presence felt in an internation-
al forum, health, defence pro-
duction, sports etc. But sadly
because of a few corrupt, anti-
national and religious zealots
with extra-territorial loyalty,
partly because of our porous
constitution and judiciary we
feel as if we are a divided
house. Take for example the
DMK leaders for their narrow
political gain have raised the
issue of language and some re-
ligious zealots have been rais-
ing the issue of religion to
wage a civil-war-like situation
in the country.

The only silver lining is our
Bravehearts and sportsmen
who are standing shoulder
below our tricolour before en-
countering their adversaries.
These Bravehearts from
Kashmir to Kerala, Assam to
Gujrat singing our national an-
them with their hands on the
chest and singing their heart
out to bring laurels to our na-
tion unlike some secular forces
who are refusing to hoist the
tricolour and sing 'Vande
Mataram'. The roles of our
Bravehearts and sportsmen as
seen through the camera lens-
es are a sight to behold. Our
sportsmen and Bravehearts
unite the nation while our
politicians divide the nation. It
is true as daylight. 

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,
GGuuwwaahhaattii..

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

I n one of the worst episodes of flooding in India’s ecologically crit-
ical Northeastern region, five states -- Assam, Meghalaya,

Tripura, Nagaland, and Arunachal Pradesh -- have been badly affected.
The deluge and landslides have killed at least 100 people, displaced
thousands, affected livelihoods, destroyed properties and expensive in-
frastructure worth crores, and inundated national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries. Excessive rainfall and flooding in the Northeast have also
inundated vast stretches of Bangladesh, with troops deployed to evacu-
ate stranded people. Officials in Assam said 30 districts had been affect-
ed by the floods, causing massive damage to its infrastructure -- a geo-
graphical sweep described as unprecedented by experts. The floods in
Assam have, on last count, affected 5.5 million people. The extreme
rainfall can be attributed to warming temperatures. Adverse impacts of
climate changeinduced extreme weather have been exacerbated by de-
forestation, unregulated or poorly regulated construction, hill-cutting
and riverbed mining, all prevalent in the eastern state. It is imperative
that both central and state governments mainstream climatechange im-
pacts in their development and economic choices. Governments must
step up efforts to reduce and regulate emissions from human activities,
increase programmes to help people adapt to climate impacts, improve
resilience, and implement robust disaster management and recovery
plans. Improving governance structures is critical to minimising and
mitigating climate impacts. Rainfall in the pre-monsoon March-May pe-
riod this year was 62% above normal and 109% excess in the first 12
days of June. The sustained pre-monsoon extreme rainfall tested the ca-
pacity of the Assam administration, which was unable to provide ade-
quate support as only 7% of districts had updated disaster management
plans. Flows of disaster-related relief and recovery have to improve. The
Assam government, with central support, must implement policy
geared to reduce and mitigate human activities that increase vulnerabil-
ity without adversely impacting livelihoods. It must implement plans to
help populations adapt to the climate impacts, such as better river and
overflow management. Nearly 300 embankments across 20 districts
were breached resulting in the flooding of some 6,000 villages in Assam.
Without proper planning, sustained economic and non-economic losses
will mount, undermining development gains and human well-being.
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has reportedly said that
once the waters recede, the government will find a permanent solution
to the state’s flood problem. Similar statements have been made before,
including in 2020, by then CM Sarbananda Sonowal. But words have
rarely been matched by action. While Assam, the worst affected state,
is one of the most flood-prone in India due to its intricate network of
rivers and their tributaries, scientists say this year’s event shows the ir-
refutable footprint of the climate crisis. Studies have shown that the
Himalayan region’s rainfall patterns have been changing, leading to un-
predictable weather. The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has
said that the moisture convergence with Bay of Bengal winds was high
since the Southwest Monsoon entered the Northeast. The abundance of
moisture heated the eastern Himalayas, bringing heavy to extremely
heavy rainfall during the first half of June. In neighbouring Meghalaya,
the towns of Cherrapunji and Mawsynram also recorded high levels of
monsoon rainfall. The latter recorded 40 inches of rainfall in 24 hours,
the wettest June day since 1966. Several areas have been severely rav-
aged by floods and landslides, killing dozens of people, displacing thou-
sands and paralysing large cities like Guwahati and Agartala.

Excessive rainfall,
floods in Northeast
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Tripura Chief Minister Manik Saha flashes victory sign after his lead during the counting of votes of the Tripura
Assembly by-elections, outside a counting centre in Agartala, Sunday, June 26.

‘Agnipath’ a Frontal Attack on Rural India

ASSEMBLY BY-ELECTIONS

B ARJUN

B rijRama Palace in
Varanasi has been

recommended by the
MICHELIN Guide's
Tablet hotels experts. The
Palace, an integral part of
Brij Hotels' collection of
boutique luxury proper-
ties in India, has made it
to the latest list for 2022,
which includes some of
the world's most iconic
properties and accommo-
dations.

BrijRama Palace, a 210-year-old
palace on the banks of the Ganga at
the Darbhanga Ghat, is one of the
city's oldest landmarks. The palace
was built in the 18th century as the
residence of the former Maharaja
of Nagpur, and it is frequently
praised for its striking architecture
as well as its one-of-a-kind experien-
tial stay. Tablet Hotels recently com-
piled a list of some of the most mag-
nificent accommodations from
around the world that were once
forts or watch towers.

It is an excellent resource for lo-

cating and booking the world's best
and most extraordinary hotels.
BrijRama Palace was reviewed by
Tablet Hotels experts and was
deemed worthy of this prestigious
award. The MICHELIN Guide, the
hotel experts at The MICHELIN
Guide, offer a curated selection of
hotels, as well as visibility and
recognition for distinctive hotels
around the world, and Tablet
Hotels, the hotel experts at The
MICHELIN Guide, offer a curated
selection of hotels, as well as visi-
bility and recognition for distinc-
tive hotels around the world.

F ive major planets
in our solar system

are lined up in a row for a
rare planetary conjunction
visible with the naked eye.
In a clear sky, Mercury,
Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and
Saturn can be seen shining
before dawn. It's a special
opportunity to see
Mercury, which is usually obscured from
view by the Sun's bright light. The con-
junction was brightest on Friday morning
but will remain visible until Monday from
most parts of the world. The last time this
conjunction happened was 2004 and it
won't be seen again until 2040. The planets
appear "like a string of pearls spread out
from close to the horizon", explains space
scientist and chief stargazer at the Society
for Popular Astronomy Prof Lucie Green.
It is also a special event because the plan-
ets appear in the order they are positioned
from the sun. That isn't always the case for
planetary conjunctions because of our
perspective from Earth looking into the
solar system, Prof Green says.

On Friday a crescent Moon also joined
the line-up, appearing between Venus
and Mars. The northern hemisphere, in-
cluding the UK, can get the best views be-

tween 45 and 90 minutes before sunrise.
Look eastwards and very close to the
horizon, ideally from a high spot like a
hill. Large buildings or trees will obscure
the view. You'll need to rise early, because
as soon as the sun comes up it will wash
out the sky, obscuring the planets.

But they can be seen with the naked
eye - Prof Green advises sky-gazers not to
use equipment like binoculars or tele-
scopes because of the risk of looking di-
rectly into the Sun. Start by looking for
the planet furthest away, which is Saturn.
Then count back through the planets
until you find Venus, which is usually
very bright. The final planet in the line-
up should then be Mercury. Prof Green
says it took her many years to see it be-
cause it's a hard planet to spot. "It is very
satisfying if you can see this faint twin-
kling planet," she says.

A 210-year-old palace on the 
banks of the Ganga gets 
MICHELIN Guide’s vote

5 planets line up in rare 
planetary conjunction

I n the largest global review by WHO so far, nearly one in eight
people have been found suffering with mental disorders while

this ratio is one in seven for teenagers. The common conditions, such as
depression and anxiety have even gone up by over 25 per cent during
the first year of the COVID-19 crisis in 2020. The most vulnerable age
group is 15-19, which suffers all sorts of mental disorders, which is a
matter of great concern. The frightening data has triggered even WHO
warning that has urged countries to get to grips with worsening condi-
tion in a backdrop in which a majority of the patients do not have access
to any help or treatment. The World Mental Health report data shows
that 13 per cent of the global population suffers from mental disorders.
Females with 13.5 per cent suffer more than males with 12.5 per cent.
Anxiety disorders are most common (4 per cent) followed by depressive
disorders (3.8 per cent), developmental disorder (idiopathic) (1.5 per
cent) and attention-deficity/ hyper-activity disorder 1.1 per cent. All
other mental disorders are below one per cent. Females need more at-
tention than males. While 3 per cent males suffer from depressive disor-
ders it is 50 per cent higher for females at 4.5 per cent. Anxiety disorder
is even worse for female at 5 per cent compared to 3 per cent in males.
Mental disorders are found even among 3 per cent of children less than
five years of age. Anxiety disorders are found in 0.1 per cent of them,
autism spectrum disorders in 0.5, attention-deficit hyper-activity disor-
der 0.2, and developmental disorder (idiopathic) among 2.2 per cent. Not
other mental disorders were reported among this group of children.
During 5-9 years of age, depressive disorders begin though at very low
level of 0.1 per cent. All other mental disorders found in earlier age group
aggravates and overall percentage of patients more than doubles at 7.6
per cent. Anxiety disorder sharply rises from 0.1 to 1.5 per cent and at-
tention-deficit/ hyper-activity disorder from 0.2 to 2.4 per cent. Conduct
disorders is noticed in a big way at 1.1 per cent for the first time which
was absent in early phase of life. Mental disorders get even worse in the
next age group of 10-14 and exceed the average prevalence of 13 per
cent to increased level of 13.5 per cent. It also remains above the aver-
age in all age groups later. Bipolar disorder and eating disorders, which
are absent in earlier age, is found for the first time in this age group.
Anxiety disorders even more than doubles to 3.6 per cent compared to
the earlier age group while conduct disorders become most aggravated
from 1.1 to 3.6 per cent. In the next age group of 15-19, all sorts of men-
tal disorders are found which increases from 13.5 in previous age group
to 14.7 per cent. Most alarming is the entry of Schizophrenia in the age
group, and anxiety disorder rises sharply from 3.6 to 4.6 per cent, and
depressive disorders from 1.1 to 2.8 per cent. However, attention-deficit/
hyperactivity disorder recedes from 3.1 to 2.4 per cent and conduct dis-
order from 3.6 to 2.1 per cent. Schizophrenia gets introduced in this age
group increases with higher age groups until the age of 49, and then re-
mains stagnate at 0.5 per cent until the age of 69 only to retreat to 0.2
per cent beyond 70 years of age. The age group of 20-24 are little less
turbulent as far as mental disorders are concerned which recede to 14.1
per cent, but sharply rises again to 14.9 per cent during 25-49 age group,
and remain elevated at little lower level at 14.7 during 50-69 years of age.
In 70 plus people mental disorders substantially decreased to 13.1 per
cent yet above the average 13 per cent for entire population. Conduct
disorder entirely vanishes after 20 years of age and then never reappears
in life.  In this backdrop we need to transform our attitudes, actions, and
approaches to tackle the situation, as WHO Director General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus has rightly said. 

Healthcare system has 
to deal with worsening

mental disorders
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BRIEF

IOB 
New Delhi: State-
owned Indian
Overseas Bank (IOB)
is aiming to boost ad-
vances in retail,
MSMEs, corporate
and agricultural
loans during the cur-
rent fiscal year, as the
lender has substan-
tially brought down
the stressed assets on
its balance sheet
through sustained
and targeted efforts.
The outlook of the
Indian banking sector
is seen to be improv-
ing on the back of bet-
ter credit demand and
strong balance sheets,
IOB said in its FY21-22
annual report.

AMCs 
New Delhi: After a
temporary pause,
asset management
companies are gear-
ing up to launch new
mutual fund schemes
from the next month
as capital markets
regulator Sebi's
three-month ban on
the introduction of
new fund offerings
nears its end.
Moreover, asset man-
agement companies
(AMCs) have a line-
up of passive funds
on the fixed income
and equity side as
well as selective
launches in certain
categories to fill
product gaps.

PLI scheme
Coimbatore:

Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on
Saturday said the
government is con-
sidering to roll out
the production-linked
incentive (PLI)
scheme for the appar-
el sector to boost do-
mestic manufactur-
ing and exports. He
said that discussions
on the same are un-
derway between the
textiles ministry, the
department for pro-
motion of industry
and internal trade
(DPIIT) and Niti
Aayog.

Ease of doing
business

New Delhi: The
commerce and in-
dustry ministry is
expected to release
on Thursday the
ranking of states
and Union
Territories (UTs) in
terms of ease of
doing business, ac-
cording to an offi-
cial. "It has been de-
cided to release the
assessment of
states/UTs under
BRAP (Business
Reforms Action
Plan), 2020, on June
30 by Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman," the of-
ficial said. The exer-
cise is aimed at trig-
gering competition
among states to im-
prove the business
climate to attract do-
mestic and global in-
vestors.

ASICS 
New Delhi:

Japanese sports-
wear major ASICS
expects online chan-
nel to account for 50
per cent of its total
sales in India in the
next two-three years
with consumers opt-
ing for more digital
purchases due to the
pandemic, accord-
ing to a senior com-
pany official. At the
same time, ASICS
India, the company's
arm, is also acceler-
ating expansion of
its physical retail
stores to tap into the
growth potential in
the country.

FOUNDATION STONE LAYING CEREMONY

Union Minister of Heavy Industries Mahendra Nath Pandey during the foundation
stone laying ceremony of Toyota Technical Training Institute, at Bidadi industrial area,
in Bengaluru, Sunday.

Pune, Jun 26 (PTI):

The media and enter-
tainment ecosystem is a
sunrise sector, which is ex-
pected to generate Rs 4
lakh crore annually by
2025 and grow to Rs 7.5
lakh crore by 2030, Union
minister Anurag Singh
Thakur said here in
Sunday.

The Minister for
Information and
Broadcasting also said
that the rapidly expanding
digital infrastructure in
the country and the ongo-
ing advancements taking
place in the AVGC (anima-
tion, visual effects, gaming
and comics) sector have
the potential to make India
the preferred post-produc-
tion hub of the media and
entertainment industry.

He was delivering the
key-note address at the
National Conference on
'Changing Landscape of
Media and Entertainment
2022' organised by the
Symbiosis Skill and
Professional University in
Pune.

"The media and enter-

tainment ecosystem is a
sunrise sector, which is ex-
pected to generate Rs 4
lakh crore annually by
2025 and reach USD 100 bil-
lion or Rs 7.5 lakh crore in-
dustry by 2030. The gov-
ernment has designated
audio-visual services as
one of the 12 Champion

Service Sectors and an-
nounced key policy meas-
ures aimed at nurturing
sustained growth," he
said. "Many job roles have
emerged in the field - video
editing, colour grading, vi-
sual effects (VFX), sound
design, rotoscoping, 3-D
modeling, etc. Each job
role in this sector requires
a specific set of skills and
competencies. It is impera-
tive for the industry and
academia to come together
and design programmes
relevant to the needs of
this sector," Thakur added.

The government is also
exploring new partner-
ships with the private sec-
tor to ensure Indian stu-
dents are in tune with the
upcoming technology
trends in the sector, the
minister said.

Media and entertainment industry
expected to generate Rs 7.5 lakh
crore annually by 2030: Thakur

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI):

The indigenous 5G tech-
nology developed by the
TCS-CDoT-led consortium
has the potential to win
global deals as people the
world over are looking for
trusted telecom solutions
and no country can match
the level of trust India can
bring in, Telecom and IT
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has said.

While sharing the gov-
ernment plans to deploy
1.25 lakh mobile sites in
the BSNL network based
on indigenously developed
technology gears,
Vaishnaw in an interview

with PTI expressed con-
cern over the shortage of
semiconductors and said
the first project proposal
for the high-tech electron-
ic chips will be approved
in coming few months this
year.

"We are very rapidly
progressing on developing
our own 5G technology
stack. There is a huge in-
terest among the whole

world community in hav-
ing a good trusted and af-
fordable technology
source for telecom because
telecom is today the pri-
mary consumption point
for all digital services.
People want a trusted tele-
com solution. And as you
know, the trust which
India can bring, no other
country can match,"
Vaishnaw said.

Several countries led by
the US and European na-
tions have blocked 5G tele-
com gear from Chinese
companies. India too has
set up a process for ap-
proving trusted telecom
gears in local networks.

The minister said that
the indigenous 4G technol-
ogy stack, developed re-
cently, is now mature, scal-
able and can be deployed
over more than one lakh
towers. "Billions of simul-
taneous calls have been
done on it to test its
ruggedness. Our target is
to deploy over about 1.25
lakh towers in the coming
few months. 2G and 3G
equipment have to be re-
placed by 4G. The only
challenge is semiconduc-
tor chips that go in radios,"
Vaishnaw said.

India can bring trusted 
solutions for world: Vaishnaw
̈ First semiconductor

project approval 
this year

Coimbatore, Jun 26 (PTI):

India's economy has
grown due to its trustwor-
thiness, decisive leadership
and democratic structure
favouring transparency at
all levels, Union
Commerce, Industry and
Textile Minister Piyush
Goyal has said.

The country, which is
now a USD 3 trillion econo-
my, has announced a stable
policy framework and re-
spected every investment
made across sectors, Goyal
said during an exclusive in-
teraction meeting with
members of CII in associa-
tion with the Department
for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT),
Government of India and
Invest India organised here
on Saturday evening.

Members from the tex-
tile, light engineering and

ICT sectors participated in
the meeting. Stating that
DPIIT reforms are empow-
ering Indian industries to
bring about global growth,
Goyal said the importance
of launching the ONDC
network (Open Network for
Digital Commerce) has the
potential to break barriers
by enabling and empower-
ing customers to engage
with sellers of their choice
seamlessly.

Goyal said current e-
commerce platforms were
restrictive and favour prod-
ucts of the platform devel-

opers' choice but through
ONDC, MSMEs and start-
ups can harness opportuni-
ties provided by digital ad-
vancement in connecting
with their costumers, an of-
ficial release said here on
Sunday.

Suggestions on impor-
tance of diversification and
expansion to advanced
economies like Japan for
textiles was a welcome step
and the ministry will sup-
port this endeavour, the
Union minister said.

He assured to resolve
representations on inte-
grating multiple accredita-
tions necessitated for the
pump industry within a
few days and assured that
all the suggestions provid-
ed by the sectoral represen-
tatives will be duly consid-
ered and wherever possible
will be resolved in a
month's time.

Trustworthiness, decisive leadership
has led to India’s growth: Piyush Goyal

Mumbai, June 26: 

ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance, India’s largest pri-
vate life insurer in terms of
new business sum assured,
has declared an annual bonus
of ` 968.8 crore for FY2022 to
all eligible participating policy-
holders. This is the 16th con-
secutive year of bonus pay-
ment and also the highest ever
by the Company till date,
exceeding the FY2021 bonus
by 12%.
All participating policies in-
force as of March 31, 2022 are
eligible to receive this annual
bonus, which will be added to
the policyholders’ benefits.
Almost a million participating
policyholders will benefit from
this, taking them closer to
achieving their long-term

financial goals.
The range of innovative partic-
ipating products offered by
ICICI Prudential Life Insurance
provide customers both com-
fort of capital guarantee and
growth in the form of declared
bonuses. It also provides
financial security to the family
by way of a life cover.
Strong fund management
capabilities coupled with
robust risk management prac-
tices have enabled the
Company to consistently
reward participating policy-
holders with a higher bonus
than what was shown in the
benefit illustration at the time
of purchase. This showcases
the efficacy of participating
products in enabling cus-
tomers to achieve their finan-
cial goals.

ICICI announces
record annual bonus 

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI):

IT services firm Infosys
gave capital return of over
Rs 24,100 crore (about USD
3.1 billion) in 2021-22 with a
total dividend of Rs 31 per
share along with share buy-
back of over Rs 11,000 crore,
company's co-founder and
chairman Nandan Nilekani
said on Saturday.

While speaking at the 41st
Annual General Meeting
(AGM) of the company,
Nilekani announced that the
2021-22 fiscal has been a year
of exceptional growth 19.7
per cent in constant curren-
cy bringing in USD 16.3 bil-
lion, which is the fastest
growth that Infosys has
recorded in 11 years. He said
that the company's board

has recommended a final
dividend of Rs 16 per share
which along with the inter-
im dividend of Rs 15 per
share leads to a total divi-
dend of Rs 31 per share in
FY2022. "With this, the com-
pany has announced a total
dividend of approx. Rs 13,000
crore for FY22. Along with
the share buyback of over
Rs 11,000 crore completed in
September, the total capital

return in FY22 is over Rs
24,100 crore," Nilekani said.
He said that the board of di-
rectors has recommended
the reappointment of Salil
Parekh as Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director of Infosys, for a sec-
ond term of five years, from
July 1, 2022, to March 31,
2027. "Salil has delivered in-
dustry-leading performance
for the company, and it is in
the interest of Infosys and
its stakeholders to secure
the continuity and stability
of the current leadership.
Salil brings with him a
proven track record of driv-
ing digital transformation
for enterprises, executing
business turnarounds, and
managing acquisitions suc-
cessfully," Nilekani said.

Infosys gives capital return of over 
Rs 24,100 cr in FY22: Nandan Nilekani

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI):

Foreign investors con-
tinue to desert Indian eq-
uity markets and pulled
out close to Rs 46,000 crore
so far this month following
monetary policy tighten-
ing by the Reserve Bank
and US Federal Reserve,
high oil prices and volatile
rupee.

The net outflow by for-
eign portfolio investors
(FPIs) from equities
reached Rs 2.13 lakh crore
unitll now in 2022, data
with depositories showed.

Given the policy nor-
malisation narrative by
the US Fed and other
major central banks, cou-

pled with high oil prices
and volatile Rupee, FPIs
are likely to stay away
from emerging market as-
sets, Hitesh Jain, Lead
Analyst - Institutional
Equities, Yes Securities,
said.

FPIs inflow will only re-
sume once there is visibili-
ty on the peak of bond
yields in the US and an
end to Fed rate hikes, he
added.

Moreover, FPIs are like-
ly to sell more if the cur-
rent trend of rising dollar
and bond yields persists,
said VK Vijayakumar,
Cheif Investment
Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services.

FPIs’ exodus continues;
pull out Rs 46,000 cr from

Indian equities in Jun so far

MISRATA FREE ZONE

An aerial picture shows a view of loading docks at the port of Libya's northwestern
city of Misrata during a ceremony marking the completion of the first phase of the
Misrata Free Zone infrastructure project.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI):

The government will in-
vite bids from states to sell
electricity generated from
8,000 megawatt (MW) ther-
mal capacities without
PPAs, Power Minister RK
Singh has said.

A total of 8,000 MW of
thermal capacities in
India are without any
power purchase agree-
ments, Singh, who is also
the Minister for New and
Renewable Energy, told
PTI.

Replying to a question
related to capacities with-
out PPAs in India, the min-
ister said, "There are 8,000
MW of capacities which
don't have PPAs in ther-
mal". Sharing the govern-
ment's plan to resolve the

issue, the minister in-
formed that states have
been asked to send their
electricity requirement,
and accordingly bids will
be invited.

"We will aggregate
(their demand) and call on
for bids and based on the
bids, whoever puts in the
lowest bids, PPAs will be
signed. Once PPAs are
signed, they (states) will
get the power," he said.

Govt to invite bids for power
from 8,000 MW thermal
capacities without PPAsNew Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI):

As many as 423 infra-
structure projects, each
entailing an investment of
Rs 150 crore or more, have
been hit by cost overruns
of more than Rs 4.95 lakh
crore, as per a report.

According to Ministry
of Statistics and
P r o g r a m m e
Implementation, which
monitors infrastructure
projects of Rs 150 crore
and above, out of 1,568
projects, 423 reported cost
overruns and as many as
721 projects were delayed.

"Total original cost of
implementation of the
1,568 projects was Rs
21,59,802.67 crore and their
anticipated completion
cost is ...Rs 26,54,818.05
crore, which reflects over-
all cost overruns of Rs
4,95,015.38 crore (22.92 per

cent of original cost)," the
ministry's latest report for
May 2022 said. According
to the report, the expendi-
ture incurred on these
projects till May 2022 is Rs
13,42,535.22 crore, which is
50.57 per cent of the antici-
pated cost of the projects.

However, the number of
delayed projects decreases
to 563 if delay is calculated
on the basis of the latest
schedule of completion.

Further, it showed that
for 569 projects, neither
the year of commissioning
nor the tentative gestation
period has been reported.

Out of the 721 delayed
projects, 113 have overall
delays in the range of 1-12
months, 121 have been de-
layed for 13-24 months, 350
projects for 25-60 months
and 137 projects have been
delayed for 61 months and
above.

423 infra projects show cost
overruns of Rs 4.95 lakh cr

B
ollywood actress Sara Ali
Khan was seen pulling su-
perstar Salman Khan's leg

by calling him "uncle" in a
promo of IIFA Awards 2022,
which will be aired on Saturday
night.

In a clip shared on Colors
channel's Instagram, Sara says
that she wants to launch a
brand. She adds: "Salman uncle
ke saath (with Salman uncle)".
The 'Dabangg' star replies:
"Aapki picture gayi (now your
film is gone)." Sara then says,

"Meri picture kyun gayi (why
so?) Salman replies: "Aapne
sabke samne mujhe uncle bu-
laya (you called me uncle in
front of everyone)."

To which Sara says: "You told
me to call you uncle." Sara and
Salman then dance to 'Tan Tana
Tan Tan'.

Held in Abu Dhabi, the star-
studded event saw several
Bollywood personalities in at-
tendance, including actors Vicky
Kaushal, Shahid Kapoor and
Ananya Panday.

C
ontributor and au-
thor Ottessa
Moshfegh meets

actor and producer Brad
Pitt at his Hollywood Hills
home in a new cover story
for GQ magazine's August
issue. Throughout their
conversations, Pitt is open
and honest about his ca-
reer's future, the various
changes he's made to im-
prove his health, and his
feelings of loneliness. He
also talks about his up-
coming projects, which
include the action come-
dy Bullet Train.

Pitt is a legendary lead-
ing man, Hollywood
power broker, and possi-
bly the greatest heart-
throb of all time.
However, he has recently
appeared onscreen less
frequently and has been
more focused on his role
as a film producer. He
tells GQ that he's trying
to think about what's
next and what kind of
path he wants to take in
the final stages of a pro-
lifically creative career.

"I consider myself on
my last leg, this last se-
mester or trimester," he

says. "What is this sec-
tion gonna be? And
how do I wanna de-
sign that?"

Part of that design
includes his produc-
tion company, Plan B
Entertainment. This
year, Plan B is putting
out Women Talking - an
adaptation of Miriam
Toews's novel about a
group of Mennonite
women who unite against
their rapists - directed by
Sarah Polley.

"It's as profound a film
as anything made this
decade," Pitt remarks.

Like all accomplished
actors, he has become
more picky about which
films he will appear in.

Pitt, on the other hand, is
happy to lend his talents
to an unusual blockbuster
when the timing is right,
especially if there's a per-
sonal connection. Pitt will
star in Bullet Train, an ac-
tion comedy thriller di-
rected by David Leitch,
who previously worked as
Pitt's stunt double in
Fight Club, Troy, and Mr.
& Mrs. Smith. Pitt plays
Ladybug, an assassin on a
train from Tokyo to Kyoto
who has recently recov-
ered from burnout and is
returning to his high-
stakes job with a some-
what erroneous sense of
confidence in his fitness
for duty. "You know, you
do a month of therapy,
you have one epiphany,
and you think you've got it
all figured out, and you're
never going to be forlorn
ever again," Pitt says of
his character. "That was
that. I got this, I'm good to
go!" Pitt also tells GQ
about his mission to im-
prove his health. He ex-
plains that he quit smok-
ing during the pandemic
after offering Moshfegh a
nicotine mint. Although
he initially attempted to
reduce the amount of cig-
arettes he smoked, he re-
alised that simply cutting
back on cigarettes wasn't
going to suffice-he needed
to quit completely.

"I don't have that ability
to do just one or two a
day," he says. "It's not in
my makeup. I'm all in.
And I'm going to drive
into the ground. I've lost
my privileges."

It's only one of several
radical changes he's made
to his health over the past
few years. After Pitt's ex-
wife Angelina Jolie filed
for divorce in 2016, he got
sober and spent a year
and a half attending
Alcoholics Anonymous.

ACROSS

1. Bowling term

6. Morose

10. Poise

14. Director Woody ____

15. "Mona ____"

16. Fairy-tale fiend

17. Slightest

18. Lean against

19. Downpour

20. Savor

21. Mild expletive

22. Crusted desserts

23. Trying experience

25. Kind

26. Reluctant

29. Danson or Koppel

30. Busy place

31. Melon variety

38. Compass dir.

39. In ____ (late with payment)

40. Sunbeam

41. Bosses

43. Gawk

44. Honey producer

45. Concurred

47. One-____ (biased)

50. Stated a viewpoint

53. Revise

54. Graceful bird

55. More recent

59. Well-groomed

60. Rustic hotels

61. Wear away

62. Copenhagen resident

63. Uncivil

64. Brink

65. Arctic transport

66. Disagreement

67. Totaled

DOWN

1. Pretzel seasoning

2. Urgent request

3. What a pity!

4. Make like new

5. Walks in

6. Forest clearing

7. Heavenly scales

8. Normal

9. Actor ____ Damon

10. Underwater weapon

11. Once more

12. Town's announcer

13. Edgy

24. Edict

25. Solidifies

26. Excuse me!

27. Passport endorsement

28. Not odd

29. Plaid

32. Biceps site

33. Previously named

34. Summer shade

35. Encourage

36. Ashen

37. Observed

39. Ancient

42. Assisted a crook

43. Commanded

46. Swiss city

47. Transmits

48. Flawless

49. Keaton or Sawyer

50. Confess (2 wds.)

51. Chinese "bear"

52. Map feature

54. Misters

56. Dictionary entry

57. Border

58. Marsh plant
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There's a somewhat conservative air to
your feelings today, Aquarius. You
might be called on to get serious for a
second and take care of business. This
may not be a bad idea. Believe it or not,
this grounded nature can help you
move into a deeper relationship with
someone special. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

There's a conflicting push-pull aspect at
play that may leave you feeling a bit
unsure of how to proceed, Pisces. On
the one hand, you feel like you want to
plan and get your emotions stabilized so
you can function at full capacity. On the
other hand, there may be something
pulling you into the clouds. This is your
heart talking. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Get your chores done early today so you
have time to play tonight, Aries. Plan a
romantic evening with someone you love,
if possible. Feel free to let your imagination
carry you to a whole new realm of pleas-
ure. Today is a great day to explore more of
your artistic nature and begin to manifest
some of the ideas that have been rattling
around in your head for some time.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

This is an excellent day to tell people
exactly how you feel, Taurus. Your emo-
tions are more stable than usual, so open
up and let your heart speak. What you
learn today will be extremely valuable for
the future, so pay attention. Keep an eye
on what is real, but feel free to let your
heart explore all possibilities. Follow your
emotions and trust your instincts. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today may be tough for you, Gemini. It
might seem like nothing is fitting into
place. Could it be that you're trying to
be someone you aren't? If things aren't
working out, don't press the issue.
You're better off waiting for a time
when you feel more confident about
who you are and where you're going.
Have a cup of tea and relax. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Enjoy yourself today, Cancer. You have a
great deal to be grateful for, so give
thanks. Take pride in all that you've accom-
plished so far and share your joy with oth-
ers. Feel free to let go of the reins and sit
back and get comfortable. You've worked
hard for a reason. If you don't enjoy life
now, when are you going to do it? Take
time to be with loved ones tonight.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today may be one of those days when
you don't know which way to turn, Leo.
You're spinning around, and no direc-
tion looks good to you. For some rea-
son, your engine won't turn off, and
you just keep going in circles. If you
can, stop and take a rest. Walk around
for a while until your head stops spin-
ning. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Romance is coming your way today as
long as you stay levelheaded about the
immediate situation, Virgo. Take care of
menial daily tasks and then let your
heart soar. You'll find that you have a
strong connection to your emotions.
Trust your instincts and feel free to let
your heart take control. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your emotions may be a bit reserved
today, Libra. It's OK to take a break
from the activity and simply lay low.
This is a good time to sit back and
receive. Don't make any sudden
moves. Let the energy of the day take
you where it will. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Family issues play an important role today,
Scorpio. Speak from your heart and tell your
closest relatives how much they really mean
to you. In general, you might feel a bit
reserved with your energy. Don't feel like
you have to make any great strides just now.
It's more a time to enjoy what you've
worked for. Kick back and reap the rewards
of all your hard work.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You may feel some indecision regarding a
loved one today, Sagittarius. Something
could be urging you to act in this depart-
ment, yet you might find that you just want
to lay low. Realize that there's an important
next step that you must take. Think the situ-
ation through before you make a move. In
fact, this day is best spent gathering data. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today is a great day to work on getting
yourself together. Your emotions are sta-
ble, leaving your heart free to soar in the
clouds. Feel free to daydream. Now is a
good time to make plans with a romantic
partner if possible. Solidify your relation-
ship and confirm your commitment to
each other. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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I always felt 
very alone in my

life: Brad Pitt

S
tar Bharat is bring-
ing us a new story
with a beautiful cast

and an iconic revival of
the song Bohot Pyaar
Karte Hain, sung by the
talented singer Kavita
Paudwal. As it happens,
Kavita Paudwal's mother
Anuradha Paudwal sang
the original Bohot Pyaar
Karte Hain song.

Continuing her moth-
er's legacy, Kavita
Paudwal sings the title
track for the show 'Bohot
Pyaar Karte Hai' and does
justice to her mother's
iconic song. Kavita
Paudwal is known for
singing devotional songs,
and her mother
Anuradha Paudwal is
one of the most popular

Indian playback singers.
It is a proud moment for a
mother, no doubt!

Kavita Paudwal is pop-
ular among the youth for
her devotional music and
bhajans. She once ex-
pressed that this is be-

cause young people like
the feeling of being a part
of the community. We
completely agree with
her, and look forward to
her mesmerizing vocals
in the show 'Bohot Pyaar
Karte Hai'.

Kavita Paudwal sings title track
for ‘Bohot Pyaar Karte Hai’

V
eteran actress Neetu
Kapoor, who has been
applauded for her per-

formance in her comeback
film 'Jugjugg Jeeyo', says work-
ing with her son and
Bollywood superstar Ranbir
Kapoor alongside Alia Bhatt
would be her ultimate dream-
come-true.

Asked if she is critical of
Ranbir and her daughter-in-
law Alia's work and Neetu
said: "Well, I do not look at
Ranbir's work as a mother but
as an audience. So yes, I am
critical and have my share of
honest feedback with him. But
it is also true that my son is a
really good actor, there is hard-
ly a bad performance Ranbir
had so far. Even when he acts
in silence (referring to 'Barfi!')
he is wonderful, isn't he? And
no, it is not a mom speaking
but an audience."

She went on adding, "I said it
on Alia's face that I really do
not know what is the next mile-
stone of her performance she
would achieve after what she
delivered in 'Gangubai
Kathiawadi'. I am sure she
will, but for me, it was the ulti-
mate Alia Bhatt performance.
So, as an audience, I am excit-
ed to know how she can break
her own benchmark of per-
formance as an actor!"

While the veteran actress is
choosing to work wisely, she
mentioned how her interest is
more into working with good
directors. "It is important to
collaborate with good direc-
tors, young minds, especially
those who can challenge me to
push my limit as an actress. I
won't mind doing a mother's
role on-screen but if only it is
written with substance if
only it is impacting the nar-

Mother’s Pride: Neetu Kapoor
wants to work with Ranbir and Alia

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s Bade
Acche Lagte Hain 2 is

becoming riveting as more
episodes go by. With Priya
(Disha Parmar) and Ram
(Nakuul Mehta) leading
their lives away from each
other, viewers are appre-
hensive about their re-
union and the day seems
not that far away. In the up-
coming track, fans will
watch Ram and Priya
stuck in an awkward situ-
ation in a lift and both
coming close to each other
for the first-time post sepa-
ration. The upcoming
episodes will see Priya and

Ram come to their respec-
tive offices for work. In
this proximity as both
share their offices in the
same vicinity, they will be
coincidentally seen enter-
ing the lift at the same
time and get stuck because
of technical problems.
Will this technical prob-
lem lead to be a spark of
new romance for #RaYa?

Stay tuned to see how the
story and chemistry re-
vives between your
favourite couple in Bade
Achhe Lagte Hain 2', every
Monday to Friday at
8:00PM only on Sony
Entertainment Television!

Ram and Priya
get stuck in a lift

&TV artists Siddharth
Arora (Mahadev,

Baal Shiv), Himani
Shivpuri (Katori Amma,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
Shubhangi Atre
(Angoori Bhabi, Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai), Pawan
Singh, (Zafar Ali Mirza,
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai?, Aasif Sheikh,
(Vibhuti Narayan
Mishra, Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai) are making the
most of the season by va-
cationing in scenic
mountains, beaches,
desert, etc. and giving us
some major vacation
goals. The actors reveal
how they spent
their recent holi-
days.

S h u b h a n g i
Atre, aka
Angoori Bhabi
in &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai,
shares, “I
keep going
on short
trips to
t h e

mountains to rejuvenate
myself. However, I went
to the Maldives this time
with my daughter and an
old friend. I am a beach
lover who enjoys being

photographed on
crystal clear

waters. The
M a l d i v e s
was the per-
fect escape
with its
turquoise
waters and
s t a r r y

skies”.

TV actors setting
major vacation goals!

Sara Ali Khan calls
Salman Khan ‘uncle’!
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Bengaluru, Jun 26 (PTI):

Madhya Pradesh, not
considered among cricket-
ing elites during the past
decade, on Sunday humbled
domestic powerhouse
Mumbai by six wickets in a
one-sided Ranji Trophy
final under coach
Chandrakant Pandit, who
exorcised the ghosts of los-
ing one at this very ground
23 summers ago.

On the final day, Mumbai
could only manage 269 in
their second innings, leav-
ing MP with a paltry target
of 108, and they did it in
style as Pandit won a record
sixth national title as a
coach.

Sarfaraz Khan (45), who
finished the season with 18
short of 1000 runs and
young Suved Parkar (51)
tried their bit, but with the
need to attack at every op-
portunity, MP's Kumar
Kartikeya (4/98) and the
other bowlers knew that
wickets would come their
way.

While chasing, there
were some hiccups, but
with just over 100 to get, it
was a stroll in the park for

the MP team.
As they completed the

victory, Pandit was flooded
with memories (not happy
ones), which he hasn't been
able to erase for over two
decades and despite win-
ning five trophies as a
coach.

It was here at the
Chinnaswamy Stadium in
the summer of 1999 when
MP, despite a first-innings
lead of 75, failed to win the
game as Pandit, a proud
captain, finished his play-
ing career in tears.

Before the final, he spoke

to PTI about divine inter-
vention and circle of life
and during the five days, sat
in one corner with a white
towel on his lap.

He has again proved to be
an 'Alchemist', after guid-
ing Vidarbha to four tro-
phies (successive Ranji and
Irani Cup), with a team that
didn't have superstars.

The Yash Dubeys,
Himanshu Mantris,
Subham Sharmas, Gourav
Yadavs or Saransh Jains
aren't players who would
give you the feeling that
they are India prospects,

the classy Rajat Patidar
being an exception. But
they gave enough indica-
tion that they aren't ready
to concede even a micro
millimetre without a good
scrap.

They gave the Mumbai
men a lesson in perfect exe-
cution of tactic with dol-
lops of 'Khadoos' cricket,
which many thought was a
patent of the 41-time cham-
pions.

MP's win once again
proved that the Ranji
Trophy is often won by
sides which don't have too

many superstars or India
prospects with ambition or
wherewithal to play top-
flight cricket.

It happened with
Rajasthan when they had
Hrishikesh Kanitkar,
Akash Chopra during their
triumph while Vidarbha
had Wasim Jaffer and
Ganesh Sathish guiding a
bunch of youngsters.

In MP, there was no
Avesh Khan or Venkatesh
Iyer and had only an emerg-
ing potential star in Patidar,
yet they followed Pandit's
'Gurukul' style of 'My Way
or HighWay' coaching phi-
losophy to emerge tri-
umphant.

Since 2010, the Ranji
Trophy, barring
Karnataka's dominance for
a few seasons and Mumbai
winning it once, it has been
won by teams like
Rajasthan (twice),
Vidarbha (twice),
Saurashtra (once) and
Madhya Pradesh, who
would never be in con-
tention in the past.

This shows that cricket
has moved from the Shivaji
Park, Azad Maidan or
Cross Maidan in Mumbai,
from the National Stadium
in Delhi or the state-of-the-
art camps in Bengaluru or
Kolkata, to the hinterlands.

MP create history with
maiden Ranji triumph
̈ Beat Mumbai by

six wickets

Paris, Jun 26 (PTI):

The Indian women's re-
curve team of Deepika
Kumari, Ankita Bhakat
and Simranjeet Kaur set-
tled for a silver medal after
the trio's fairytale run was
halted by Chinese Taipei
in a one-sided final at the
World Cup Stage 3 here on
Sunday.

India concluded their
campaign with one gold
and two silver medals --
two of them coming in the

compound section.
The women's recurve

team, who bagged a lowly
13th seed after the trio
slipped out of top-30 in
their individual qualifica-
tion rounds, failed to make
much of an impact and
lost to Chinese Taipei 5-1
(53-56 56-56 53-56) in
straight sets.

With Rio Olympics team
bronze medallist Lei
Chien-Ying in the line up,
third seed Chinese Taipei
mounted early pressure

with two 10s and four 9s as
India shot a 7 in the first
set that proved to be the
turning point. The Indian
trio bounced back to level
the second set but that was
not enough as it again
slipped in the third set,
while Chinese maintained
their consistency to seal
the gold. Nevertheless it
was a memorable return
for world no. 3 Deepika,
who returned with a team
silver after being sidelined
following her Tokyo
Olympics debacle. But the
tournament was all about
compound archer Jyothi
Surekha Vennam's dream
comeback, who led India's
medal tally with one gold
(mixed team event with
Abhishek Verma) and one
silver (individual) on
Saturday.

The world no. 3 Jyothi
too was snubbed in the
Asian Games trial earlier
this year.

Deepika & Co bag silver
in Archery WC Stage 3

̈ India end with
three medals 

Patiala, Jun 26 (PTI):

It won't be surprising if
diminutive Mirabai Chanu
stands atop the podium,
flashing her radiant smile,
after winning a gold medal
at the Commonwealth
Games on July 30.

After all, she will enter
Birmingham, as title
favourite.

Chanu's personal best is
207kg (88kg+119kg) which
is far better than the best
effort of Nigeria's Stella
Kingsley, who will be her
nearest rival and has man-
aged only 168kg
(72kg+96kg) till date.

Chanu's legend has only
grown since the last edi-
tion of the CWG. She has
added an Olympic silver,
an Asian Championship
bronze and a world record
to her kitty. It is not baffling
when she avowed that she
herself will be her real
competition in
Birmingham and not her
rivals. "CWG will be easy
for me. I will be fighting
with myself," Chanu, who
already has a silver (2014)

and a gold (2018) at CWG,
asserts politely.

"There is not much com-
petition in CWG, but that
doesn't man there is no
competition. I have to give
my best performance keep-
ing in mind the future tour-
naments," she said during
a candid chat at Netaji
Subhas National Institute
of Sports (NIS).

Since there won't be com-
petition, Chanu has bigger
targets in mind. She is
eager to rewrite her own

clean and jerk world record
of 119kg. "I am thinking of
attempting 120kg in the
CWG."

The former world cham-
pion also wants to breach
the much-anticipated 90kg
mark in the snatch section,
which she confesses has be-
come somewhat of a men-
tal block.

"Yes (it has become a
mental block). We have
planned to lift 91kg or 92kg
at the CWG. Hopefully, it
will happen."

Dambulla, Jun 26, (PTI):

The series already in
their pocket, a confident
India will look to complete
a whitewash when they
take on hosts Sri Lanka in
the third and final
women's T20 International
here on Monday.

The Harmanpreet Kaur-
led outfit had thrashed the
home team by 34 runs in
the opening T20 and then
followed it up with a domi-
nating five-wicket win in
the second game to take an
unassailable 2-0 lead in the
series.

More importantly, the
wins will be a morale
booster for India ahead of
the Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham
starting next month,
where women's T20 cricket
is set to make its debut.

India seem to have
found the winning mo-
mentum, but they won't be
entirely pleased with their
performance in the series
so far.

While the bowlers have
done a stellar job in the
two games, India's batting
has left a lot to be desired.

Additionally, the
Indians have been sloppy
on the field. The bowling
unit has been on the mark
for India. The spinners
have been sensational,
making full use of the
slow nature of the pitch.
They had comfortably de-

fended 138 in the opening
game. Sri Lanka skipper
Chamari Athapaththu (43)
and opener Vishmi
Gunaratne (45) presented
the Indian bowling unit
with a challenge as the
duo put up a 87-run stand
in the second game.

But the Indian bowlers

made a strong comeback
as they gave just 14 runs in
the last 3.1 overs while
claiming six wickets to re-
strict Sri Lanka to a below-
par 125.

But the visitors were
made to work hard for
what should have been a
comfortable chase.

India women eye series
sweep against Sri Lanka

Smriti Mandhana and Harmanpreet Kaur share a light moment.

I will compete with myself
at CWG : Mirabai Chanu

Budapest, Jun 26 (AP):

Canadian 15-year-old
Summer McIntosh won an-
other gold medal and Italy
pipped the United States to
the men's 4x100 medley
relay title on the last night
of racing at the world swim-
ming championships.

The American women
clinched the Unites States'
record 45th medal of the
week by winning their
4x100 medley final on
Saturday. Regan Smith,
Lilly King, Torri Huske and
Claire Curzan were 0.47 sec-
onds ahead of Australia
and 1.23 ahead of Canada.

"Yeah, I'm pretty tired,"
Huske said after her sixth
medal in a busy week.

Canadian swimmers fin-
ished with 11 medals for
their most successful
worlds. Veteran Gregorio
Paltrinieri also won a
thrilling men's 1,500
freestyle, as Italy ended the
swimming worlds with five
golds. Paltrinieri was well
under world record pace as
he built a huge lead over his
rivals before eventually fin-
ishing in a championship

record 14 minutes, 32.80 sec-
onds. "I knew that they
were coming, but I had
quite a big lead. So that was
enough for me," Paltrinieri
said. "That was my strategy,
actually, to go out fast and
try to open a gap with the
others. So I'm really glad I
did it." Only Sun Yang's
world record of 14:31.02
from the 2012 Olympics has
been faster. The Chinese
swimmer is suspended for a
doping violation. Bobby

Finke, who has made an art
of finishing strongly to
overtake rivals, was unable
to catch Paltrinieri as he
finished 3.90 behind in an
American record 14:36.70.

"In the beginning, I was
just trying to keep up with
him, but he just kept getting
farther and farther ahead,"
Finke said.

"Hats off to Greg. I wasn't
able to run him down. He
had a great race, and I'm re-
ally proud of him."

Gros Islet , Jun 26 (AP):

West Indies started the
day 167 runs behind
Bangladesh and finished it
106 runs ahead in the second
Test at Daren Sammy
Stadium here.

All-rounder Kyle Mayers
on Saturday led the turn-
around with a chanceless
and unbeaten 126 runs, easi-
ly the highest score by either
side after two days.

In reply to Bangladesh's
sub-par 234, West Indies
moved from 67 without loss
overnight to 340-5 at stumps.

Winner of the first Test in
Antigua in just over three
days, West Indies was well
on course to clinch the short
series. After captain Kraigg
Brathwaite scored 51 and
contributed a century open-
ing stand with John
Campbell, Mayers stopped a
mini-collapse with Jermaine
Blackwood, and cruised on
with Joshua Da Silva. Da
Silva was 26 not out after fac-
ing 106 balls.

Brathwaite and Campbell,

from a shared 67 overnight,
reached 100 together in the
first hour, including a seven-
ball over by Shoriful Islam.

Palma (Spain), Jun 26 (AP):

Stefanos Tsitsipas won the
Mallorca Championships after
beating Roberto Bautista Agut
in three sets as they prepared
to play on the grass courts of
the All England Club. Tsitsipas'
first grass-court title on the
ATP Tour comes before
Wimbledon starts on Monday.
The second-seeded Greek held
off a late rally in the decisive
set to beat Bautista Agut 6-4
3-6 7-6(2) for his tour-leading
40th win of the season on
Saturday. His ninth career title
was also Tsitsipas' second of
the season after he retained
his Monte Carlo title in April.
Tsitsipas, sixth in the rankings,
has drawn Alexander

Ritschard of Switzerland in the
opening round of Wimbledon.
Tsitsipas appeared to be cruis-
ing in the third set after get-
ting an early break to open up
a 4-1 lead. But 20th-ranked
Bautista Agut, who upset top-
ranked Daniil Medvedev in the
quarterfinals, broke Tsitsipas
when he was serving for the
win and forced the tiebreaker.
"This was an incredible fight,"
Tsitsipas said.
"I know it can be difficult for
one person to deal with the
loss, but I think for tennis it is
great that we are able to play
at this high level."
Bautista Agut was trying for
his second title of 2022, as
well, and to add to his 10
career titles. 

Tsitsipas beats Bautista Agut to
win Mallorca Championships

Birmingham, Jun 26 (PTI):

India skipper Rohit Sharma
has tested positive for COVID-
19 in a Rapid Antigen Test
(RAT) and placed in isolation
ahead of 'fifth' Test against
England, the BCCI said on
Sunday. The Test match is
scheduled to begin from July 1
in Birmingham and if Rohit
remains in six-day isolation,
either pacer Jasprit Bumrah or
wicket-keeper batter Rishabh
Pant could be asked to lead
the team. "Team India captain
Mr Rohit Sharma has tested
positive for COVID-19 follow-
ing a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT)
conducted on Saturday," BCCI
Secretary Jay Shah said in a
media release. "He is currently
in isolation at the team hotel
and is under the care of the
BCCI Medical Team. An RT-
PCR test will be conducted on
Sunday to ascertain his CT
value," the release added.

Rohit Sharma
tests positive for
COVID-19: BCCI

Leicester, Jun 26 (PTI):

Virat Kohli showed his
class, hitting an impressive
67 off 98 balls while Shreyas
Iyer (62) and Ravindra
Jadeja (56 not out) also got
ample batting practice as
India finished their second
innings on 364 for 7 against
Leicestershire on day three
of their four-day warm-up
match here on Saturday.

Kohli, who has been en-
during a prolonged lean
patch, decorated his innings
with five boundaries and
two sixes. He was ably sup-
ported by Iyer, who scored
his runs off 89 balls with the
help of 11 boundaries, and
Jadeja who struck 10 fours
during his unbeaten knock.

But Chesteshwar Pujara
could only manage 22 of 53
balls with the help of three
fours. Pujara batted for both
sides. He was out for a duck
in Leicestershire's first in-
nings on Friday. Jadeja was
also out for a duck off
Navdeep Saini early in the
Indian second innings but
came back later to bat again
as it is just a practice match.

At stumps, Mohammed

Siraj (1 not out) was giving
Jadeja company. Pacer
Navdeep Saini (3/55), one
among the four Indian play-
ers to turn out for
Leicestershire, shone bright
with three wickets for the
county side.

Another Indian player
Kamlesh Nagarkoti (2/48)
also chipped in with two
wickets, while R Sai Kishore
(1/55) and Will Davis (1/400)
accounted for a wicket each.

Kohli hits 67; Iyer, Jadeja also
score fifties in warm-up game
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Italy pips US men to relay gold
in swimming worlds finale

Gold medallists Italy's Thomas Ceccon, Italy's Nicolo Martinenghi,
Italy's Federico Burdisso and Italy's Alessandro Miressi pose with
their medals following the men's 4x100m medley relay finals dur-
ing the Budapest 2022 World Aquatics Championships at Duna
Arena in Budapest.

Mayers heads West
Indies turnabout to lead

Bangladesh by 106

Kyle Mayers, of West Indies,
hits 4 during the second day of

the 2nd Test between
Bangladesh and West Indies.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

Sidhu Moosewala's song
"SYL", which was released
posthumously, is now not
available on the video
sharing/streaming plat-
form YouTube in India.

Written and composed
by Moosewala, who was
shot dead in May, the song
was released by music pro-
ducer MXRCI on Friday.

The track's title refers to
the Sutlej-Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal, which has
been a bone of contention
between Punjab and
Haryana for several
decades.

Punjab has been de-
manding a reassessment
of its share of the Ravi-
Beas rivers water while
Haryana has been seeking

completion of the canal to
get its share. On Sunday,
the song was removed
from YouTube in India.

"Video unavailable. This
content is not available on
this country domain due
to a legal complaint from
the government," the mes-
sage displayed by YouTube

read.
Since its debut, "SYL"

had amassed over 27 mil-
lions views on the Google-
owned platform and had
received 3.3 million likes.

Moosewala, whose real
name was Shubhdeep
Singh Sidhu, was shot
dead in Punjab's Mansa
district last month.

The late singer enjoyed
a huge following in India
and abroad with songs
such as "So High", "Same
Beef", "The Last Ride" and
"Just Listen".

Recently, his track "295"
made it to the Billboard
Global 200 Chart. The song
was listed at the 154 spot
earlier this month, while
its viewership number on
YouTube has gone past the
200 million mark.

Cong to govt on Agnipath

‘Withdraw
‘Tughlaqi’ decision’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2266  ((PPTTII))::
Stepping up its attack on the
government over the Agnipath
scheme, the Congress on
Sunday said the Modi govern-
ment is playing with the future
of the youth by bringing in the
new military recruitment plan
and it must withdraw this
"Tughlaqi" decision. 

Twenty senior Congress
leaders and spokespersons
addressed press conferences
titled 'Agnipath ki Baat:
Yuwaon se Vishwasghaat' in
as many cities and demanded
the withdrawal of the scheme,
citing risk to national security
and discontent among the
youth. The Congress said it
will also hold a nationwide
protest in every assembly con-
stituency against this "anti-
youth and anti-national"
scheme "bulldozed through
without discussion".

Row over Muslim
trader supplying

bananas to temple
MMaannggaalluurruu,,  JJuunn  2266  ((PPTTII))::  A con-
troversy has erupted after it
came to light that a contract to
supply bananas to
Ananthapadmanabha temple
in Kudupu on the outskirts of
the city was awarded to a
Muslim trader last year. The
temple authorities had given a
contract to the lowest bidder
to supply bananas on a regular
basis needed for various sevas
in the temple for a period from
July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022.
Realising lately that the con-
tract was given to the Muslim
trader, right wing Hindu organ-
isations came out in protest.
The temple authorities said
they had invited quotations
from traders last year for the
supply of bananas. Of the four
bidders who submitted quota-
tions, the Muslim trader had
quoted the lowest price and
was awarded the contract.

Villagers participate in a community fishing exercise, at Tezpur, Sunday.

COMMUNITY FISHING

Villagers arrive for their medical check-up during a mega health camp organised by Ministry of Tribal Affairs, at
Birsa College in Khunti district, Sunday.

MEGA HEALTH CAMP

L-G Saxena orders 
restoration of Anang Tal Baoli

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Sunday inspected the her-
itage Anang Tal Baoli at
Sanjay Van here, and is-
sued directions to restore
and develop it into a "jewel
of Delhi", an official state-
ment said.

The L-G, who was ac-
companied by officials of
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), Delhi Jal
Board (DJB), and the
Archeological Survey of
India (ASI), further direct-
ed them to identify green
patches inside the forest
that can be developed into
locations for small nation-
al and international con-
ferences, festivals, cultural
events and other recre-
ational activities.

According to the state-
ment, the L-G instructed
that the 'baoli' be brought
back to life with fresh
water within two months.
He also stressed that the
restoration should be car-
ried out strictly keeping in
mind the preservation of

the heritage identity of
the structure, particularly
its features buried under-
ground.

He directed that an MoU
be signed among the DDA,
ASI, World Monument
Fund (WMF), India, and
Tata Consultancy Services

Foundation (TCSF) within
a week to carry out com-
prehensive restoration of
the heritage 'baoli', the
statement said.

Anang Tal Baoli (pond),
an 11th-century heritage
structure of Delhi, has
been reduced to a basin of
muck due to the decades-
old sediment of garbage
and sewage discharge
from the adjacent hotels
and slums. It is nestled in
the reserve forest "Sanjay
Van", which is a part of
the south central ridge.

It was constructed in the
11th century by
Anangpala II, the Tomar
ruler who is said to have
inhabited the city of Delhi
around his citadel of Lal
Kot -- one of the earliest
known forts in Delhi, the
statement claimed.

JNU asks canteen owners to clear dues
New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

The Jawaharlal Nehru
University administration
has asked owners of sever-
al canteens and dhabas at
the campus to clear their
dues amounting to lakhs
of rupees and vacate the
varsity premises by June
30, alleging that their
shops were allocated
"without following due
tender procedure".

In a notice to several
canteen owners dated
June 22, the varsity's Joint
Registrar (Estate) M K
Pachauri asked them to
clear all the outstanding
dues against them within
seven days of the issuance
of the letter. Baffled shop
owners are fearful of los-
ing their livelihoods and

are also finding it difficult
to arrange the money to
pay the dues. According to
them, as many as 10 can-
t e e n s / d h a b a s / X e r o x
shops at the campus have
been served these notices.

The university said the
person will be liable for
eviction proceedings as
per the Public Premises
(Eviction of Unauthorised
Occupants) Act, 1971 if he
fails to comply with the no-
tice. "....is hereby directed
to clear the outstanding
dues against him with 7
days, from the date of
issue of this letter with the
direction that he has to
VACATE the University
premises by 30.06.2022,"
the notice read.

"Failure to comply with
the above direction the

named hereunder liable
for eviction proceedings as
per Public Premises
(Eviction of Unauthorised
Occupants) Act 1971. Dues
on account of rent, water
and electricity charges
etc., outstanding against
the said space up to the
date of vacation, should be
cleared," it added.

Speaking to PTI, JNU
Rector Ajay Dubey clari-
fied that the notices have
been served to those shop
owners who have not paid
rent and electricity bills
"for a long time", adding
that many shops were not
allocated with due proce-
dure. A canteen owner,
who has been served a no-
tice, said the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU)
administration is asking

for Rs 10 lakh as the out-
standing rent and electric-
ity bills from him.

"I come from a poor eco-
nomic background. I and
my brother are the only
earning members and our
livelihood is dependent on
this canteen. How can I
pay Rs 10 lakh? They
should have demanded
monthly or annual dues.
How can we pay Rs 10
lakh in one go? Even if we
pay, there is no guarantee
they will let us stay," said
the canteen owner, who
did not wish to be named.

Another shop owner,
who has been running a
pantry on the campus
since 2016, said he has
been provided with an
outstanding bill of over
Rs 20 lakh.

Moosewala’s posthumous song
‘SYL’ removed from YouTube

J’khand minister boycotts health
camp organised by Centre

Hunti (J'khand), Jun 26 (PTI): 

Jharkhand Health
Minister Banna Gupta on
Sunday boycotted a one-
day mega health camp or-
ganised by the Union
Tribal Affairs Ministry in
Khunti district as Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
was not invited to the pro-
gramme.

Gupta went to the venue
at Birsa College Ground in
Khunti town after receiv-
ing an invitation from the
deputy commissioner but
did not go up to the dais
and returned without at-
tending the programme
upon finding that Soren's
name was not on the list of

invitees. Union Tribal
Affairs Minister Arjun
Munda was the chief guest
of the event. Governor
Ramesh Bais had also at-
tended the programme.

"Organisers had put up
my poster on the dais but I
was pained to see that nei-
ther was our CM invited
nor was his poster dis-
played. Ours is an elected
government and Hemant
Soren is our leader. I can
not tolerate any insult to
him. Omitting the CM is
tantamount to insulting
the state," Gupta told PTI.

While wholeheartedly
welcoming such mega
health camps for the bene-
fit of the poor people,
Gupta, however, alleged
that the Centre was at-

tempting to derive political
mileage out of such pro-
grammes. "In a democratic
setup, differences in opin-
ion between the Centre and
the state is not new but ex-
pressing hatred or insult-
ing anyone on the pretext
of that is not acceptable,"
he said.

Khunti Deputy
Commissioner Shashi
Ranjan said the district ad-
ministration was only re-
sponsible for law and order
as over 50,000 tribals from
across the district were
scheduled to take part in it.
"The invitations for the
event were sent by the
Union Tribal Affairs
Ministry, and not by the
district administration," he
added.

Lucknow, Jun 26 (PTI): 

With the ruling BJP
wresting two Lok Sabha
seats in Uttar Pradesh from
the Samajwadi Party in a
bypoll, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said on Sunday
people have sent a message
that they are not ready to
accept dynastic and
casteist parties, those who
incite communal tensions
and criminals.

The chief minister said
the BJP's "double engine
government" -- dispensa-
tions of the same party at
the Centre and in the state -
- has secured "double victo-
ry" in the state under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Addressing a press confer-
ence at the state party head-

quarters here, Adityanath
announced that BJP candi-
date Ghanshyam Lodhi
won from Rampur and
Dinesh Lal Yadav 'Nirhau'
from Azamgarh. However,
an official declaration of

the bypoll result in
Azamgarh is awaited. "The
results of by-elections have
given a signal about the
outcome of the 2024 general
elections," the chief minis-
ter added. The bypolls in

Uttar Pradesh were neces-
sitated by resignations of
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav and party
leader Azam Khan from
Azamgarh and Rampur
seats, respectively.
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People will punish EPS
camp: Panneerselvam

Madurai (TN), Jun 26 (PTI): 

Hitting out at the rival
Edappadi K Palaniswami
camp, AIADMK leader O
Panneerselvam on
Sunday said 'cadres are
on my side', and asserted
that people and party
workers would punish
his detractors.

Party workers are on
my side, Panneerselvam
(OPS) told reporters here
and added that he would
also always be with the

cadres. On his arrival
here, enroute to his home
district of Theni, OPS was
accorded a warm welcome
by his supporters.

Apparently slamming
Joint Coordinator
Palaniswami's (EPS) camp
for seeking to elbow him
out of his position of
party Coordinator,
Panneerselvam said the
people of Tamil Nadu and
cadres would teach a fit-
ting lesson and punish
those who were behind the
'web of conspiracy', and
for being responsible for
the current 'extraordinary
situation' in the party.

The AIADMK had days
ago said that the General
Council would meet again
on July 11 and EPS would
be made the single,
supreme leader. The war
of words between the
dominant EPS and side-
lined OPS factions contin-
ued and they blamed 
each other.

India in a state of ‘unde-
clared Emergency’: Yechury

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

CPI(M) leader Sitaram
Yechury on Sunday al-
leged the country is in a
state of "undeclared
Emergency" and that
like the previous one in
1975, it too will be 
defeated.

He was reacting to
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's state-
ment during his 'Mann
Ki Baat' programme
where the latter referred
to the Emergency im-
posed in the country in
1975 under the Congress
rule and how it was de-
feated.

Targeting the
Congress, Modi said at-
tempts were made to
"crush democracy" dur-
ing the Emergency im-
posed in 1975, and assert-
ed that it is difficult to
find another example in
the world where people
defeated a "dictatorial

mindset" through demo-
cratic means.

In a tweet, Yechury
said, "Like then, we will
see it happening now.
Today's undeclared
Emergency will also be
defeated like the First
was. At that time it
seemed like it will eter-
nally go on. But acche
din' for Democracy will
return. The struggle is
on and will intensify." 

UP CM ON LS BYPOLL WIN

‘A message to dynastic and casteist parties’

As CM not invited

Sitaram Yechury

AIADMK

UP CM Yogi Adityanath and UP BJP President Swatantra Dev Singh feed each other
sweets as they celebrate the partys victory in the by-polls, in Lucknow, Sunday.

Vacate varsity premises by June 30



Discharged 
MMuummbbaaii::  Maharashtra
Governor Bhagat Singh
Koshyari was discharged
from a hospital here on
Sunday after recovering
from COVID-19, authori-
ties said. Koshyari, 80,
was admitted to the pri-
vate hospital in south
Mumbai on Wednesday
after testing positive for
the infection. A state-
ment issued by the Raj
Bhavan said the governor
returned to his official
residence after remaining
hospitalised for four days.

Research 
CChheennnnaaii:: A Central
Research Instrumentation
Facility in memory of N
Sankar, the late
Chairman of Sanmar
Group was inaugurated at
the campus of city-based
eye care service provider
Sankara Nethralaya here,
recently. The facility
would be core component
on ophthalmic research
activities and the dedica-
tion of the centre was in
recognition to the over
three-decade association
of Sankar with Sankara
Nethralaya, a press
release from Sanmar
Group said on Sunday.

Bungalow fire 
MMuummbbaaii:: A man died
after saving his three
children from a fire that
broke out in his bungalow
in Navi Mumbai's Panvel
area on Sunday morning,
a police official said.
Rajiv Thakur (38), who
kin claimed was an actor,
died in the fire that
engulfed the ground-plus-
one structure located in
Akurli village, the
Khandeshwar police sta-
tion official said.

Shot dead 
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: A 42-
year-old farmer was shot
dead by unidentified peo-
ple near a bus stand in
Phugana village here,
police said on Sunday.
Enraged by the killing, a
group of farmers staged
a protest and demanded
arrest of the killers.
According to the police,
the incident took place
Saturday night when
some unidentified people
shot dead farmer
Satyendra Kumar.

Busted 
BBhhaawwaanniippaattnnaa:: A Maoist
hideout has been busted
in Odisha's Kalahandi dis-
trict, and arms and
ammunition have been
seized, police said on
Sunday. The action came
after a Naxal camp was
busted by the special
operations group (SOG)
and the district voluntary
force of the Odisha Police
at Madanpur Rampur
block in Bhawanipatna
sub-division last
Thursday, police said.
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Bollywood actress Ameesha
Patel poses for photos during

an event, in New Delhi, Sunday.
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Mumbai/Guwahati, Jun 26 (PTI):

Struggling to contain the
implosion triggered by party
leader Eknath Shinde's re-
bellion, the Uddhav
Thackeray-led Shiv Sena on
Sunday launched a vitriolic
attack on the dissidents with
party MP Sanjay Raut pass-
ing controversial remarks
and daring the rebels to quit
as MLAs and face fresh polls
while Sena cadres continued
to stage protests on the
streets.

Amid the intense power
tussle between the Shinde
camp and Thackeray, the
Centre on Sunday extended
Y-plus security cover of
CRPF commandos to at least
15 rebel Shiv Sena MLAs, of-
ficials said.

Their families living in
Maharashtra too will be se-
cured as the security blanket
entails house protection

teams, they said. A day earli-
er, rebel leader Eknath
Shinde had accused the
MVA government of with-
drawing security from the
residences of 38 party rebels,
including himself, and their
families, and dubbed the ac-
tion as "political vendetta",
although Home Minister
Dilip Walse Patil denied any
such move.

On Sunday, Raut and Yuva
Sena leader Aaditya
Thackeray slammed the
rebels while addressing Shiv
Sena workers. Accusing the
dissident Shiv Sena MLAs of

having "monstrous ambi-
tions", Aaditya said even if
all the party legislators turn
rebels, victory will always be
of the party. Addressing the
Sena workers in Mumbai for
the second consecutive day,
he also said that the doors of
the state and party are closed
for the rebels MLAs. Striking
an aggressive note, Raut said
the present crisis was an op-
portunity to resurrect Shiv
Sena.

"We have learnt a lesson
on whom to trust....These
are bodies whose souls have
died. Their mind is dead....40

bodies will come from
Assam and will be sent di-
rectly to the morgue for post-
mortem," Raut said in an ap-

parent reference to the num-
ber of MLAs camping in
Guwahati with Shinde while
addressing Sena cadres.

‘Quit and face polls’
Munich, Jun 26 (PTI): 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said he was
looking forward to "fruitful
discussions" with world
leaders on topical issues
like climate, energy, food se-
curity, counter-terrorism,
environment, gender equal-
ity and democracy as he ar-
rived here to attend the G7
Summit.

Prime Minister Modi is
attending the G7 summit, to
be held on June 26 and 27,
following an invitation by
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz. The summit is being
hosted by Germany in its
capacity as the chair of G7,
a grouping of the world's
seven richest nations.
"Landed in Munich to par-
ticipate in the G-7 Summit. I
look forward to fruitful dis-
cussions with world leaders
during the Summit," Modi
tweeted. On his arrival, the
prime minister was warmly
greeted by the Indian dias-
pora. Warm welcome to PM
Shri @narendramodi in
#Muenchen to attend the
@G7 Summit #G7Germany
#AmbHarishParvathaneni
and Mrs. Nandita
Parvathaneni received PM

at @MUC_Airport, India's
Embassy in Berlin tweeted.

The Indian community
gave PM @narendramodi a
warm and special welcome
to #M nchen! the Indian
mission said in a tweet.

At the invitation of
@Bundeskanzler Olaf
Scholz, PM @narendramodi
arrives in Germany for the
G7 Summit. Besides partici-
pating in @G7 discussions
on climate, energy, food se-
curity, health, gender equal-
ity and more, PM will also
hold several bilateral meet-
ings on the sidelines,
Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) spokesper-
son Arindam Bagchi said in
a tweet.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

The BJP on Sunday
bagged one Lok Sabha and
three assembly seats,
while the Aam Aadmi
Party suffered a setback in
Punjab's Sangrur as re-
sults came in for the by-
polls to three Lok Sabha
and seven assembly seats
spread across five states
and Delhi.

However, there was
something to cheer about
for the AAP as it won the
bypoll to the Rajinder
Nagar seat in the national
capital.

In the bypolls for the two
Lok Sabha seats in Uttar
Pradesh, the BJP won the
Rampur seat and appeared
set to wrest Azamgarh.

In Andhra Pradesh, the
ruling YSR Congress is
racing ahead in the by-
election to Atmakuru
Assembly constituency
with its candidate estab-
lishing a clear lead of over
50,000 votes, while in
Jharkhand, BJP candidate
Gangotri Kujur was lead-
ing marginally as votes
were being counted for the
Mandar by-election.

The BJP consolidated
its position in Tripura
winning three of the four
assembly seats.

Chief Minister Manik
Saha secured 17,181 votes,
which is 51.63 per cent of
the total votes polled.

"The people who voted
for me, I thank them. This
is the victory of BJP work-

ers. I expected the margin
to be a bit more. However,
the results prove the un-
derstanding between the
CPI(M) and Congress. We
will work accordingly in
the future, but people did
not take this understand-
ing in a good way," the
chief minister told re-
porters.

Congress candidate
Sudip Roy Barman won
the Agartala seat by a mar-
gin of 3,163 votes. He se-
cured 17,241 votes, which
is 43.46 per cent of the total
votes polled.

With this victory, Roy
Barman became the only
Congress MLA in the as-
sembly after the party's
complete rout in the 2018
assembly elections.

Ambikapur, Jun 26: 

After battling the scorch-
ing heat of the summer
months while protesting
against the clearances to
coal mines projects in
Hasdeo Arand region since
March this year, villagers in
Surguja district are now
prepared to get drenched in
the monsoon rains during
their ongoing agitation.

The protesters said noth-
ing can dampen their
morale as they are fighting
for their land where they
have been living for genera-
tions and they will not give
up the demonstration until
their demands are met. The
protest at Hariharpur vil-

lage, located around 60 km
away from Ambikapur
(headquarter of Surguja
district), against three coal
mine projects entered 111th
day on Sunday.

Though the state govern-
ment has halted all the pro-
ceedings regarding three
upcoming coal mine proj-
ects allotted to the
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Limited
(RRVUNL) in the area, the
protesters are sticking to
their demand of cancella-
tion of the projects.

The state government
had granted permission for
non-forestry use of 841.538
hectares of forest land for
the Parsa mine (Surguja

and Surajpur districts) and
1,136.328 hectares for
PEKKB phase-II mine
(Surguja) after Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot met his
Chhattisgarh counterpart
Bhupesh Baghel here in
March this year seeking to
clear hurdles in the develop-
ment of the coal blocks al-
lotted to the former's state.

Another coal block -
Kente extension allotted to
RRVUNL in Hasdeo Arand
region is pending for public
hearing. In October last
year, villagers from the re-
gion had marched from
Surguja to capital Raipur,
covering over 300 kms on
foot, to register a protest

against the proposed coal
mines. When they got no re-
lief, residents of projects-af-
fected villages namely
Salhi, Fatehpur,
Hariharpur and Ghatbarra,
set up a tent in Hariharpur
and launched an indefinite
protest. The village has be-
come the epicentre of the
protest where protestors
bring raw ration from their
respective homes and cook
and eat together.

"We have been living for
generations and conserving
the forests. Our life is de-
pendent on it. We just want
the government not to de-
stroy it for the sake of coal,"
said Ramlal Kariyam, a res-
ident of Salhi village.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

Apprehension contin-
ues to remain over the
future of soldiers to be
recruited under the
'Agnipath' scheme as the
Centre and several state
governments are yet to
roll out a comprehensive
plan for their rehabilita-
tion once they retire
after four years of serv-
ice in the armed forces.

Adding to the anxiety
of the youths, none of
the states ruled by the
opposition parties an-
nounced any favourable

recruitment scheme for
'Agniveers' to be hired
under the scheme, while
a few demanded that it
be completely with-
drawn.

After the June 14 an-
nouncement of the
'Agnipath' scheme, at
least 18 states and Union
Territories - Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal,
Telangana, Karnataka,
Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
Haryana, Rajasthan,
Andhra Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, Jharkhand,
Uttarakhand, Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh,
Jammu and Kashmir
and Delhi - witnessed
protests, some of them
violent.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

The Indian Air Force
(IAF) has received 56,960
applications under the
Agnipath recruitment
scheme till Sunday, within
three days of the registra-
tion process getting under
way on Friday, a week
after violent protests
against it rocked several
states.

"56960! That's the total
number of applications re-
ceived till date from future
Agniveers in response to
the Agnipath recruitment
application process on
https://agnipathvayu.cda
c.in. Registration closes on
July 5," the IAF stated on
Twitter on Sunday.

Unveiling the Agnipath
scheme on June 14, the

government had said
youth between the ages of
17-and-a-half and 21 years
would be inducted for a
four-year tenure, while 25
per cent of them will be
subsequently inducted for
regular service.

Several parts of the
country had witnessed vi-
olent protests against the
scheme.

The government had on
June 16 increased the
upper age limit for recruit-
ment under the scheme to
23 years from 21 for the
year 2022, and subsequent-
ly announced a slew of
placatory steps like prefer-
ence for them in central
paramilitary forces and
defence public sector un-
dertakings upon their re-
tirement.

Ahmedabad, Jun 26 (PTI):

The Ahmedabad crime
branch on Sunday arrest-
ed activist Teesta
Setalvad, a day after she
was detained in Mumbai
and shifted to Gujarat, in
connection with a fresh
case of forgery, criminal
conspiracy and insulting
criminal proceedings to
cause injury registered
against her, officials said.

A day earlier, the crime
branch had arrested for-
mer Gujarat DGP
Sreekumar and is in the
process of getting a

transfer warrant for ex-
IPS officer Sanjiv Bhatt's
custody in connection
with the FIR lodged
against them, said DCP
(crime), Chaitanya
Mandlik.

He said the crime
branch will collect docu-

ments submitted by
Setalvad, Sreekumar and
Bhatt to the Commission
of Inquiry, the Special
Investigation Team (SIT),
and courts regarding the
2002 communal riots
cases as part of the inves-
tigation.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

Amid an ongoing cleanup
exercise to identify unrecog-
nised parties involved in cor-
rupt practices, the Election
Commission has made a re-
newed push to get powers to
de-register political parties.

The election law provides
the poll panel power to regis-
ter an association of people
as a political party, but does
not give it the authority to
de-register. At a recent inter-
action with the Union
Legislative Secretary, Chief
Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar is learnt to
have pushed for this power

to withdraw registration of
political parties. The poll
panel had been writing to
the government to grant it
power under the
Representation of the People
Act to de-register a political
party on certain grounds.
The poll panel believes that
many political parties get
registered, but never contest
election. Such parties exist
only on paper.

The possibility of forming
political parties with an eye
on availing the benefit of in-
come tax exemption also
cannot be ruled out, the
Election Commission (EC)
feels.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

The CBI has started an investi-
gation against three Income
Tax department officials for
allegedly facilitating fictitious
refunds of TDS deducted for
several assessee by misusing
system access of senior offi-
cers, officials said on Sunday.
The probe agency filed the FIR
based on a complaint from
Joint Commissioner of Income
Tax, Muzaffarnagar against
three group C officials of the
Income Tax who allegedly
managed to dupe the depart-

ment by allegedly misusing
RSA tokens of assessing offi-
cers to work out and generate
fictitious refunds of Tax
Deducted at Source (TDS).
RSA tokens are unique and
time-synchronous solutions
that automatically change a
user's password every 60 sec-
onds. Following the FIR, the
agency had carried out search-
es at multiple locations, they
said. The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has named
three I-T officials -- Abhay
Kant, Saurabh Singh and Rohit
Kumar -- in connection with
the case along with nine bene-
ficiaries of the refunds.

MAHA CRISIS

̈ Shiv Sena dares
rebel MLAs

̈ Centre provides 
Y-plus security to
15 rebels

Maha Minister and Shiv Sena leader Uday Samant with rebel party
leader Eknath Shinde and other supporting MLAs, at Radisson Blu
Hotel in Guwahati, Sunday.

The power tussle between Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray and Shiv Sena dissident Eknath Shinde became intense
on Sunday with Sena leaders, led by Sanjay Raut, launching an acer-
bic attack on the rebels while NCP chief Sharad Pawar held closed-
door meetings with MVA leaders. On the second day in a row, Shiv
Sena cadres staged protests against the dissidents in various parts
of the state, including Mumbai and Pune. State minister Aaditya
Thackeray, son of Sena president Uddhav Thackeray, and Sena chief
spokesman Sanjay Raut addressed party cadres in suburban Dahisar
to drum up support for the beleaguered party leadership and
slammed the Shinde camp. 

Mumbai police has no information on when the rebel Shiv Sena MLAs
will arrive in the metropolis from Guwahati in Assam, but prepara-
tions, including alerting airports, are underway, an official said on
Sunday. A sizable number of MLAs, led by the party's Thane strong-
man Eknath Shinde, had rebelled against Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray on June 21 and had moved first to Surat in neigh-
bouring Gujarat and then to Assam, both BJP-ruled states. 

Maharashtra Shiv Sena MLA and minister Eknath Shinde Sunday
moved the Supreme Court against the disqualification notice issued
by the deputy speaker against 16 rebel legislators. A vacation bench
of Justices Surya Kant and J B Pardiwala is likely to hear Shinde's plea
on Monday. The rebel MLAs have raised a banner of revolt against the
MVA government in the state, threatening to bring it down.

Sena leaders step up attack on rebels

No info on arrival of rebel MLAs: Cops

Shinde moves SC against disqualification notice

‘Looking forward to
‘fruitful discussions’

with G7 leaders’

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi greets people during a
community programme, in

Munich, Germany.

BYPOLL RESULTS

BJP bags 5 seats, AAP suffers jolt in Sangrur
Apprehension remains
on ‘Agnipath’ scheme

̈ States yet to
announce quota in
govt jobs

IAF receives 56,960 applications
under Agnipath scheme

EC TO LAW MIN

‘Have power to register, want authority
to cancel registration of parties’

AWARENESS RALLY

Social activists and health workers during an awareness rally organised by Madhya
Pradesh Social Justice & Disabled Welfare department, on International Day Against
Drug Abuse & Illicit Trafficking, in Bhopal, Sunday.

Three I-T employees
siphoned off crores through

fictitious TDS refunds
̈ CBI probes

PROTESTERS ON 111TH DAY OF STIR

‘Won’t budge till all coal mine projects withdrawn’
Guj crime branch arrests Setalvad
̈ Probe on to find 

role of others in
criminal conspiracy

Crime branch officials produce social activist Teesta Setalvad at
Metropolitan Magistrate Court, in Ahmedabad, Sunday. 
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Farewell to batch of 2022 at CCET

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: A farewell
function for the batch of
2022 and they get together
for 2020 and 2021 alumni
students was organised
Christian College of engi-
neering and technology,
Kailash Nagaron June 24.

The function started
with the blessings of the
Chairman Dr Joseph Mar
Dionysius, who in his
video message reminded
the outgoing students that
they were the true ambas-
sadors of the institution.

The Executive Vice
Chairman Fr Kurian John

gave his best wishes to the
students for their happy
and successful future.
Administrative coordina-
tor Fr Philip Kuruvilla ad-
vised the students not to
give first priority to salary,
but to their soul, in order
to become good human be-
ings.

Principal DrDipali
Soren appreciated the stu-
dents for completing their
study in spite of facing
many challenges due to
Covid. Bursar Fr Raju
KVarghese, Diocese
Education OfficerFr Joshi
Varghese, coordinator Dr
PS Rao, all HODs, teaching

and non teaching staff,
alumni and all junior stu-
dents were present.

All the pass out students
and alumni were given a
gift item as a token of love
and affection. Few stu-
dents then shared their
sweet memories and expe-
riences during 4 years at
the institution.

Group photographs
were taken followed by
colourful cultural events
performed by the juniors.
At the end of the program
doctor PS Rao proposed
vote of thanks Robin Babu
and Richa Sahu anchored
the program.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2266:: The first introduc-
tory meeting of the newly ap-
pointed executive body of
Saryuparin Brahmin Samaj (SBS)
Bhilai Durg was organized at the
Brahma Prakash Bhawan of the
community. 

Present as chief guest was Ex-
MLA Pradeep Choubey, while
other eminent guests included
founder president Ram Milan
Dubey, newly elected president
Prabhunath Mishra, legal advi-
sor KL Tiwari and Acharya Hare
Krishna Pandey, Janaki Sharan
Pandey. The proceedings of the
meeting wasconducted by
Ravindra Shukla. 

The meeting began with the
lamp lighting and garlanding of
the portrait of Lord Brahma, fol-
lowed by the felicitation of chief
guest Pradeep Choubey and KL
Tiwari with shawl, coconut and
memento. Thereafter the newly
elected executive members
were welcomed with bouquet of

flowers.  In his welcome speech,
Prabhunath Mishra said that the
newly appointed executive
should work with the intention of
contributing something for the
upliftment of the community.
While extending best wishes he
further said that keeping all the
activities in mind, attention
should specially be given to add
new members. 

Chief Guest Pradeep Choubey
said that brahmin community
has always worked with concern
for every class. The community
had been a source of enlighten-
ment and played a pivotal role in
educating all. Congratulating the
new body, he to urged them to
work for the upliftment of the
community and people. 

The vote of thanks was pro-

posed by Nagendra
Pandey,Among other present
were General Secretary
Ramlakhan Mishra,
Chandrashekhar Pandey, Sanjay
Pandey, JN Tiwari, Pradeep
Pandey, Vishnu Pathak, Narmada
Mishra, Sanjay Mishra, Manish
Pandey, Sunil Mishra, Kailash
Pathak, Dinesh Mishra, Dr
Akhilesh Tripathi, Deepak
Mishra, Ram Vilas Mishra,
Rambihari Mishra, Krishna
Kumar Dubey, Rajendra Dubey,
Vijay Shukla, Avadhesh Dubey,
RK Pandey, Mahesh Tiwari. Two
minutes silence was observed as
a mark of condolence for the
death of members of the com-
munity. Information on this ac-
count was given by General
Secretary Ramlakhan Mishra.  

Ruffian arrested for theft 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2266::  Police have ar-
rested a ruffian on charges of
theft. The accused had stolen
tools and a welding machine
from a locked house. ASP (Old
Bhilai) Vishwas Chandrakar in-
formed that Khursipar Police
had received a complaint from
one Kishori Pandit regarding
theft at his hut. The victim re-
sides in a hut situated in Street
21 of Gautam Nagar Khursipar.
The victim had returned from
his native place after about
two months. 

On arrival, he found that the
door bolt was broken and
some unknown person had
stolen a welding machine, drill
machine, grinder machine,
cutting tools, oxygen meter,
hammer, cylinder etc. Total
value of the stolen booty was
around Rs 30000. Police team
immediately swung into action
and reached the crime scene.
Locals were quizzed and infor-
mation was collected regard-
ing the local criminals. It was
discovered that a ruffian S

Shiva resides in the neighbour-
hood of the victim. He was
taken into custody and during
interrogation, he confessed to
have stolen the tools and weld-
ing machine from the place of
Kishori Pandit. 

Police have recovered the
stolen booty and the accused S
Shiva (23) son of S Kamal
Kumar a resident of Gautam
Nagar Khursipar has been
booked under the provisions
mentioned in section 379 of
IPC. Inspector Trinath Tripathi,
SI Satish Sahu, SI
MahendraJaisingh, Constable
Rakesh Chaudhary, Harsh
Dewangan, Hemant Sahu,
Subhash Chand, Chandan
Singh and Sandeep Kurre
played a vital role in arresting
the accused.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: DAV
H u d c o c e l e b r a t e d
International yoga day
offline in the school
premises after a long
gap of two years. All
theteachers and the
children joined the yoga
session on the physical
platform reminding the
theme"How yoga is
truly universal", and
how it has also been an
essential lifeline during
the COVID-19 pandemic,
providing an important
means of coping with
the challenges of social
isolation and stress.

Assortments of yoga
asanas were practice by
teachers followed by the
students in which the

students enjoyed doing
Suryanamaskar,Pranay
am, Kapalbhati. They
were explained the im-
portance of yoga in this
stressful and competi-
tive world and how with
the use of yoga they can

gear up their perform-
ance in all directions.

Taking in lieu to the
weather, the sessions
were performed in
parts where all the stu-
dents displayed exem-
plary enthusiasm in

contributing their part
towards this important
event to make it a great
success.

Addressing the ses-
sions supervisory
heads (senior and jun-
ior wing) highlighted
on the significance and
merits of yoga and med-
itation as the simple yet
a powerful weapon to
raise the flexibility and
to get a sound and stur-
dy health.

Overall sessions in
parts was a great suc-
cess for the school as
every individual partic-
ipated physically after a
long duration by under-
standing the impor-
tance of yoga in this pe-
riod as a blessing in dis-
guise.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation is
continuously taking action
against encroachments  for
smooth traffic and prevent
waterlogging in view of the
monsoon.Under this drive
action was taken in
Chhawni area. Illegal occu-
pation over the drain line

on the sides of the main
roads were removed which
mainly included pull carts,
fencing etc.

The drive is being car-
ried out on the instructions
of Commissioner Prakash
Surve and the other day ac-
tion was focussed on the
area between Chhawni
Square and TirangaSquare.

Illegal occupants had en-

croached upon the govern-
ment land in Sunder Vihar
Colony and had covered an
area of about 5000 square
feet of land. The boundary
wall had been raised and
area covered with fencing
wire.

The said encroachment
was razed by the corpora-
tion squad and the columns
that had been constructed

were levelled to ground.
Similarly, in Zone 4 Shivaji
Nagar area, on complaints
of difficulty in plying on
road due to shops that had
mushroomed on the ap-
proach road in ward no 41
near Transport Nagar,
Tiranga Chowk, the squad
removed the encroachment
in the presence of police
force for ease of traffic.

During the proceedings,
Deputy Engineer of
Building Permission
Siddharth Sahu, Zone 02
Assistant Revenue Officer
Jagdish Tiwari, Assistant
Revenue Officer in charge
of Demolition Squad
Balkrishna Naidu were
present along with the em-
ployees of the Demolition
squad.

Here it needs a mention
that the action has come
through in the follow up of
the instructions given by
the Commissioner, health
and revenue officers to
deep clean the drains from
Laxmi Market,
Supelaclock tower and
Gada Square prior to the
monsoon to avoid water
logging in these low lying
areas.

Chief Minister to inaugurate
Hi-Tech Nursery today

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
is going to inaugurate the
ultra hi-tech nursery es-
tablished at Sikola in Durg
District. Hitech Nursery
has its own specialties. Its
natural ventilation pro-
motes the growth of plants
by five to fifty times in a
very short time.

Along with this, the diffi-
culties in survival of exot-
ic plants can also be avoid-
ed in this hi-tech nursery.
Exotic plants will be able
to get immunity in a safe
environment. This nurs-
ery has been prepared at a
cost of Rs 3.08 crore.

The naturally ventilated
shade net house and green-
house with fan cooling sys-
tem has been built at a cost
of Rs 94 lakhs.
Germination of seeds can

be done in a lesser time in
the poly house.

This can be done
through the control of tem-
perature and humidity.
Due to the absence of the
influence of the external
climate, there will be no
outbreak of insects /
moths. Fertilizer can also
be used easily through

drip arrangement. Fruit
plants can also be grown
here.

Giving information in
this regard, DFO Sashi
Kumar said that saplings
can be grown on a large
scale through Hi-Tech
Nursery. This will encour-
age the work of plantation
and work can be done in

the direction of spreading
greenery.

It needs to be mentioned
here that Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure had also visited this
hi-tech nursery located in
Sikola.

The boundary wall, for-
est guard quarter, admin
block, store building, irri-
gation system, road, toilet
etc have been constructed
in the premises. 50000 nos
of saplings are being pre-
pared at the cost of Rs 8.32
lakh in the year 2022-23
from MGNREGA.

As a result of the above
works, the capacity of the
nursery will increase.
Along with this, the com-
mon people will get em-
ployment under MGNRE-
GA and other schemes.
The Chief Minister will
also inspect the
MatruChhaya Path.

11000 saplings to be planted 
on sides of Pulgaon-Anjora road

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: Pulgaon-
Anjora route will be
buzzing with greenery as
the administration has ini-
tiated to plant Champa,
Kadamba, Conocarpus etc
on both sides of the road.
Approximately, one thou-

sand saplings are planted
in every kilometre.
Accordingly, about eleven
thousand saplings will be
planted on both sides of
this road.

On Sunday, the Collector
inspected the Pulgaon-
Anjora road along with the
concerned officials. He
started the inspection from
Mini Mata Chowk. The
Collector said that the
plants should be of bigger
size. Along with Champa,
plants of Kaner etc should
also be planted in the mid-

dle divider.
He said that it is very im-

portant to save the plants.
Tree guards should be in-
stalled for the purpose. It
will also be better if the
plants are given water
through a drip system. The
Collector said that with the
increase of plants, the
beauty of this road will in-
crease. In the last two
years, saplings have been
planted on the sides of im-
portant roads of the city.
These plants have grown
considerably and the entire

route has become very
beautiful. He said that
some saplings would also
be planted during the "One
Home One Tree" campaign.

He directed the officers to
make preparations for the
arrangement of plants and
the responsibility of saving
them. District Panchayat
CEO Ashwini Devangan,
DFO Shashi Kumar, DMC
Commissioner Ashish
Dewangan, PWD EE Ashok
Shrivas and other officers
were present during 
his visit.

̈ Plantation to be
done during ‘One
Home-One Tree’
campaign also

Nursery constructed with Rs 3.08 crore at Sikola

BMC's anti encroachment drive: Illegal
occupation removed in Chhawni area

Drive against stray animals
launched to prevent accident 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: The Town
Services Department and
Enforcement Department
in coordination with
Safety Engineering
Department launched a
special drive to catch stray
cattle in various depart-
ments inside the plant to
prevent accidents while
plying on roads there.

The stray cattle increase
the possibility of accident
of plant workers, especial-
ly in night shift. In view of
this, a total of ten stray
cattle were caught from
SMS-3, RCL and Main
Gate the other day and
handed over to
KosnagarGauthan.

The drive to catch stray
cattle will be carried out
inside the plant for three

days across all the depart-
ments. The BSP personnel
have been requested not to
buy fruits and other items
from roadside vendors to
avoid accidents.

In another action taken
under anti encroachment
drive, three illegally
opened shops were re-
moved from Sector-06
area. Proceedings will con-

tinue against illegal occu-
pants, land mafia and
agents, and legal action is
also being taken against il-
legal occupants if needed.

To prevent any further
encroachment, fencing
work i.e.enclosing area
with barbed wire has been
started in the areas of
Maroda J Pocket, Utai
Road and Civic Centre.

DAV Hudco celebrates International Yoga Day
Former SAIL Chairman

Dr V Krishnamurthy
passes away 

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2266::
F o r m e r
Chairman of
S t e e l
Authority of
India Limited -
Dr V
Krishnamurty
left for heav-
enly abode at
the age of 97 years on Sunday.
SAIL family deeply mourned the
sad demise of Padma Vibhushan
Dr Venkataraman
Krishnamurthy, ex-Chairman,
SAIL. He was regarded as one of
stalwarts of Public Sector
Undertakings in India and hailed
for revamping several leading
PSUs. He will always be remem-
bered for his legendary leader-
ship and immense contribution
to the Industry. SAIL will remain
grateful to him for his guidance
and immeasurable contribution.

V Krishnamurthy

Woman gives birth to a baby in police van 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 26: A woman
gave birth to a baby in a
police van while she was
on her way to the hospital
on the intervening night of
Sunday in Durg. The
Emergency Response
Vehicle of Durg Police had
responded to the distress
call of her family mem-
bers. Constable Chetman
Gurung and Driver
UttamSahu positioned in
Cheetah -1 ERV reached
Tiranga Square in Jamul.

As the lady was in
labour pain, the cops and
the family decided to use
the ERV for taking her to
the hospital. The cops took
the lady and her family
members to District
Hospital from the conven-

ient route. Before they
could make it to the hospi-
tal, the lady delivered a
baby inside the police van
at the main gate of the
hospital.

Later the lady and her

baby were admitted to the
hospital. Condition of
mother and child is report-
ed to be normal. The fami-
ly has expressed gratitude
towards the cops and the
staff of Dial 112.

Introductory meeting of newly elected
body of SBS Bhilai-Durg held
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RAINS BRING RESPITE

Light to moderate showers in the morning hours in some parts of the city brought
much required relief from humid weather here on Sunday.

Two nabbed with 17 stolen
mobiles worth Rs 1.77 lakh

Raipur, Jun 26: The Raipur
Police has nabbed the gang
of thieves involved in loot-
ing and stealing mobiles. It
was on tip of an information
that Police came to know
that two suspects are having
mobile in their possession
and looking for clients to 
sell it.

On this information TI
Amanaka Police station SR
Soni formed a team as per
instructions from senior of-
ficers and went along with
’Hamrah’ staff to the site
and nabbed two persons viz.
Chetan Dhruv and Karatn

Thakur and seized
total 17 mobile
phones from his
possession worth
Rs 1.77 lakh. On
asking about the
ownership of these
mobile phones from
Chetan Dhruv and
Karan Thakur and
documents in sup-
port, but they could
not.

On this a case
under section 41 (1),
(4) and 379 of IPC
was filed against
two accused and  in

this Chetan Dhruv (19),
S/oSeetaram Dhruv R/o
Gram Khairjhitti, Sana
Tumagaon, District
Mahasamund and presently
living in Ambedkar Aawas,
Valmiki Nagar, Block –B,
H.No. 19 Kabirnagar, Raipur
and other is Karan Thakur
S/o Late Mahesh Thakur
(22), R/o Gram Kachnari,
Thana Balaghat, District
Balaghat (MP) and is
presently living in a ‘kuc-
cha’ house in Ambedkar
Awas Valmiki Nagar. Two
were taken into arrest and
further interrogation is on.

Ensure people do not face unwanted problems: CM

Jashpur, Jun 26:
During meeting with
district officers of
Jashpur district in
Kunkuri at the ongo-
ing public interaction
campaign, CM Baghel
asked the officers to
ensure that the people
do not face unwanted
problems in govern-
ment related works.
By launching a cam-

paign he asked them
to make caste certifi-
cates of eligible per-
sons and the tribes
which have been noti-
fied with correctional
inputs, should be sort-
ed out by conducting
investigation. CM
while reviewing the
ground realities of the
government schemes,
gave necessary in-
structions to the offi-
cers. In the meeting,
MLA duo Rampukar
Singh and UD Minj
and Secretary to CM
Siddhart Komal
Pardeshi were pres-
ent.

Further in the meet-
ing, CM said that the
officers should take
personal interest in in-

creasing sources of in-
come of people
through government
schemes. He gave in-
structions to pass on
benefits under Rajiv
Gandhi Kissan Nyay
Yojana, Godhan Nyay
Yojana and Rajiv
Gandhi Gramin
Bhoomiheen Krishik
Mazdoor Yoojana to
the poorest of the poor
in the remote areas.
Baghel said that there
is lot of potential for
horticulture and flori-
culture in the district
and in this direction
they all should move
ahead preparing a
work plan. He gave in-
structions to provide
employment by carry-
ing out activities like

collection of herbal
plants and forest pro-
duce; carrying out
value addition
through packaging;
commercialisation of
marketing on large
scale and associating
more and more
WSHGs with Gouthan
so as to provide them
employment as well.
Similarly he directed
to reduce mal-nutri-
tion level and imple-
ment programmes for
soling the problem of
Anemia; providing nu-
tritional diet and hot-
cooked meals to preg-
nant woman and
young children. CM
also gave instructions
to prepare special plan
to stop human- ele-
phant conflict. He said
that to increase water
level, there should be
effective implementa-
tion of ‘Narwa’ proga-
rmme. Special atten-
tion be paid towards
Health and Education.
CM while reviewing
about pending rev-
enue cases, directed to
solve the pending
cases at the earliest.

Teachers should ensure all round
development of children: Rana

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2266:: The training of
teachers of Swami Atmanand
English Medium School was con-
ducted simultaneously in five
places in the capital - SCERT, CTE,
DIET, KITE and Thakur Pyarelal
State Panchayat and Rural
Development Institute. As many
as 500 teachers are getting train-
ing at these places. Teachers are
being trained in professional com-
petence, language proficiency,
leadership management skills.

Continuous efforts are being
made by SCERT according to the
intention of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel to provide quality
training to the teachers of English
Medium School started under
Swami Atmanand Utkrisht Yojana.
The teachers of Swami Atmanand
English Medium School gave a
splendid presentation of yoga and
cultural programme. Special
Secretary and Director of School

Education Department, SCERT
Rajesh Singh Rana stressed the
need for organising activities for
all-round development of the chil-
dren besides imparting academic
knowledge in them. Cultural pro-
grammes, sports and other activi-
ties should be conducted at regu-
lar intervals keeping in mind the
interests of the children so as to
help them realise their latent abil-
ities, Rana said. 

Addressing the newly appoint-
ed teachers, Rana said that
Swami Atmanand Utkrisht School
Yojna is a high priority program of
the state. Children learn only by
watching the teachers and there-
fore teachers have to first bring
changes in dress, behavior and
will have to interact at the level of
the child, he emphasised.
Teachers have to adopt a positive
approach instead of negativity, he
said, adding that children learn

what they see.
A teacher has to put into prac-

tice what he wants to give to the
child. Rana said that children
should not be made robots.
Attention has to be paid on how to
inculcate moral education in chil-
dren. He said that it is also men-
tioned in the National Education
Policy. Rana said that there is no
lack of confidence in the teach-
ers, only they should be given
training opportunities.

Dr Yogesh Shivhare, Additional
Director, School Education
Department, answered the ques-
tions asked by the participants
and encouraged the teachers for
the upcoming session. On the
instructions of Rana, Assistant
Director and State Media Center
nodal officer Prashant Pandey
also went to all the sessions and
provided personality develop-
ment training.

Assistant Director SEZ Cell
Kaustubh Chatterjee, Dr Vidya
Chandrakar, I Sandhya Rani, KK
Shukla, Preeti Singh, Pushpa
Chandra, Gyan Prakash Dwivedi,
Lalit Sahu, Savita Gupta,
Resource Person Chani Eri,
Charnit Sandhu, Kamala Rajpal,
Kavita Mishra, Manoj Kumar
Sharma and Pragya Senapati
were present on the occasion.

‘Agnipath’ scheme a deceit with country’s youth:Ojha

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 26: The
Congress has accused the
central government of in-
sulting the late General
Bipin Rawat by introduc-
ing ‘Agnipath’ recruitment
scheme in armed forces.
This scheme which pro-
poses retirement of
jawans in four years is an
insult to late General
Vipin Rawat, former na-
tional president of Mahila
Congress Shobha Ojha
said in Raipur on Sunday.
Congress is going to stage
‘Satyagraha’ across the
country on Tuesday
against this scheme, she
said while addressing a
press conference here
today.

‘General Rawat had said

in an interview that sol-
diers in the army retire
after 17 years of service
and this retirement age
should increase. He had
also issued a circular for
this. Now the Agnipath
scheme of the central gov-
ernment is a direct insult
to his thinking and desire’,
Shobha Ojha said.

On the question of the
three army chiefs coming
out in support of this
scheme, Shobha Ojha said,
“Those in the office are
bound by it but ex-service-
men, defense experts and
youth are all opposing this
plan”. This is a wrong
scheme which will create
new problems for the na-
tional security of the
country without solving
the existing problems,

Shobha Ojha said adding
that most of the youth of
the country are standing
against this scheme.
Congress is with them in
their peaceful movement,
she said and added that
central government will
have to withdraw this con-
troversial scheme.

According to her youth
of the country are being
deceived through this
scheme. She said that
about 50 thousand youths
who had passed the physi-
cal and medical examina-
tions of the defense forces
were being deceived due to
this scheme. All they had
to do was a written test,
she said. She said that for
the first two years, the ex-
cuse of Covid was being
made. Now the entire re-

cruitment process is being
canceled and everyone has
to come through
‘Agniveer’, she said.
‘According to the scheme
75% of the Agniveers will
be retired after four years
of service and at the same
time, up to 25% will be
kept in further service.
This are the marketing
tricks’, she said.
According to her 75% of
those who return will be
labeled as retired and re-
jected.

‘Why is the Prime
Minister not listening to
the youth? Why is he
silent? We request him to
shed his ego’, Shobha Ojha
said, adding that his arro-
gance led to killing of 700
farmers during the farm-
ers’ movement. ‘This
should not be repeated in
the country keeping in
mind the future of our na-
tional security and youth’,
she said and demanded
that Prime Minister
should announce with-
drawal of this ‘anti-nation-
al’ scheme by considering
his mistake.

While several changes
have been made in
Agnipath scheme yet

youth of India are de-
manding its withdrawal.
Today there is a need to
save the country, but this
government is busy in sav-
ing money, she said.
‘Youth, ex-servicemen and
defense experts, all stake-
holders have rejected this
Agnipath scheme of Modi
government. Several serv-
ing officers have privately
expressed their concern in
this regard. We do not say
a word against the army.
We are concerned about
the welfare and national
security of our armed
forces’, she added.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary and MLA Vikas
Upadhyay, Pradesh
Congress in-charge
General Secretary Ravi
Ghosh, Pradesh Congress
General Secretary
Organization Amarjit
Chawla, Pradesh Congress
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
Department President
Sushil Anand Shukla,
Pradesh Congress
spokesperson Dhananjay
Singh Thakur, Vandana
Rajput, Ajay Gangwani
and Mani Prakash
Vaishnav were present at
the press conference.

Police, RMC remove encroachments

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 26: Traffic
Police, Transport
Department and
Municipal Corporation
team together removed the
encroachment from
Pachpedi Naka to
Santoshinagar overbridge.
The road was cleared with

this action.
More than 35 shopkeep-

ers, more than 15 hand-
carts, who kept goods out-
side their shops and some
temporary shops came
under purview of anti-en-
croachment drive. Their
goods were seized.

Drivers of the vehicles
parked in the no parking
were told to park vehicles
in parking zone. In fact,
since the start of the new
bus stand in Bhathagaon,
passenger buses are ille-
gally parked at no parking

at major intersections of
the busiest routes of the
city.

At the same time, due to
the unloading and board-
ing of passengers, the traf-
fic becomes chaotic and a
situation of jam is created.
The flying squad of the
Municipal Corporation
along with DSP Traffic
Satish Singh Thakur
Dalbal and the officers and
employees of the
Transport Department
took tough action against
encroachers on Saturday.

Educated 9623 youths from 
primitive tribes to get govt job: CM

Jashpur, Jun 26: The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel made a declaration
to provide employment to
9,623 eligible educated can-
didates from notified prim-
itive tribes as per their
qualification into Class 3
and 4 grade posts. CM
making the above declara-
tion in the ‘Bhent-
Mulaquat’ programme
held in Bageecha of
Jashpur VS area said that

in the meeting of State’s
Tribal Advisory Council
held on 27 Aug 2019, a deci-
sion was taken to give em-
ployment to educated
youths from notified prim-
itive tribes viz. ‘Pahadi
Korva’, ‘Birhoir’, ‘Kamar’,
‘Bhujia’, ‘Abhoojhmad’,
‘Baiga’ and ‘Pando’, into
Class 3rd and 4th grade as
per their eligibility. The SC
and ST Welfare
Department by carrying
out survey in different dis-
tricts has prepared the list
of eligible youth from noti-
fied primitive tribes and
on providing employment
to so many youths, a total
expenditure of Rs 346.42 cr
is estimated.

An educated girl from
‘Pahadi Korva’ tribe urged
the Chief Minister to pro-
vide her regular govern-
ment job, during the ongo-
ing ‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ pro-
gramme by CM in
Bagheecha of Jashpur VS.
The girl informed CM that
she has done MSc in
Zoology and PGDCA and
on which CM said that she
will also get employment.

During this public inter-
action with general public,
CM made many declara-
tions as per demands of
the villagers and also took
feedback from them on
government schemes of-
fered. He said that he is vis-
iting all the VS area and di-

rectly contacting general
pu blic and taking infor-
mation about implementa-
tion of various govern-
ment schemes. CM on this
occasion made a declara-
tion of upgrading the CHC
in Bageecha to 100 bedded
hospital; opening a
Polytechnic College in
Bageecha; establishing
power sub-station in
Mantol and Sahidhand;
cosntruction of bad-
minton court; ambulance
facility; construction of
‘gaurav path’ from High
School Chowk to Tehsil
Chowk in Bageecha; devel-
oping Kailashgufa, Khudia
Rani, Pandapat and other
tourist sites in the region

as centre of tourism; con-
struction of RCC road
from Kailash Gufa to
Khudia Rani; upgrading of
School in Bageecha into
Swamy Aatmanand
English Medium School
and granted sanction of Rs
5 lakh for upgradation of
‘Devguri’ in all villages of
Bageecha VS area.

During this ‘Bhent-
Mulaquat’ programme,
CM tok information from
villagers about loan waiv-
er; benefits from Rajiv
Gandhi Kissan Nyay
Yojana, Ration Card;
Godhan Nyay Yojana;
Rajiv Gandhi Gramin
Bhoomiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana;
Mukhyamatri Haat-Bazar
Clinic Yojana and oher.
Arjun Yadav from
Sarghapat said that he got
loan waiver of Rs 30000
from Co-operative Bank
and got the installment
under RGKNY. Farmer
Abhishekh Gupa from
Durgapara said that he got
loan waiver of Rs 80000
and had sold his paddy on
MSP and got the money as
well. During his one of the
farmer’s from Kawai
lodged complaint about
getting less of ration and
on which CM directed the
Collector to get the same
checked through Food in-
spector and SDM.

As per their eligibili-
ty in Class 3rd  and
4th  grade

Made above decla-
ration on demand
by Pahadi Korwa
girl for a job

Also declares to
upgrade CHC into
100 bedded hospital

Establish Power
sub-station in
Mantol and
Sahidhand

Opening of
Polytechnic
College; Gaurav
Path and
Badminton Court as
well From Pachpedi

Naka to Santoshi
Nagar over-bridge

Former President of
Mahila Congress
describes it an
insult to General
Vipin Rawat

Says defense
experts are also
against this scheme

BBaalloodd,,  JJuunn  2266::  The police taking
action against drug smugglers,
nabbed two with 18 Kg ‘Ganja’
worth Rs 3.60 lakh and filing
case under NDPS Act, sent the
two to jail. As per information
in this regard, the police got
information two ‘ganja’ smug-
glers from MP are carrying

‘ganja’ in a bike and so stopped
the two near Jagtara Mandir.
The two accused viz. Rajkumar
Patel R/o Gram Chilpa Thana

Anooppur (MP and Vipin Kewat
R/o Gram Pipriya Shahdol
(MP), were travelling in a bike.
When checked, they were
found with 18 kg ‘Ganja’ worth
Rs 3.60 lakh. The Police has
booked the two under NDPS
Act from Gurur thana and sent
the two to jail.

Two nabbed with 18 Kg ‘Ganja’ worth Rs 3.60 lakh

In completion of
govt related
works

Directs to pre-
pare caste cer-
tificates for eli-
gible by launch-
ing campaign
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FITNESS CHECKING

The Traffic Police organized ‘Fitness-checking’ of all the Schools vehicles with the start of new academic session
and directed all concerned to ensure strict adherence of standards laid.

Grand cluster level school
entrance festival celebrated

Fingeshwar, Jun 26: A clus-
ter level school entrance fes-
tival was organized at the
cluster center, Borid. The
chief guest of the program,
was development block edu-
cation officer Fingeshwar
Chandrashekhar Mishra,
special guest, development
block resource coordinator,
Tikendra Yadu, presided
over the program. Principal
PS Dhruv as special guest
Gram Panchayat Borid
Sarpanch Makhanlal Dhruv
Up Sarpanch Mahesh Ram
Sahu Shala Vikas Samiti
President Yashwant Yadav
Gangabai Nishad Hemant
Kumar Heera Ram Nishad
and as guest Cluster
Coordinator 

In the guest address, de-
tailed information was given
by the Development Block
Resource Coordinator in the
context of various schemes
being run by the govern-
ment, as well as by the
Development Block
Education Officer stating the
importance of education.
Giving best wishes to the
newly admitted children, the
teachers were inspired to

teach by creating a fear-free
environment.

On the above occasion
Keshav Ram Sahu
Shatruhan Lal Sahu Lata
Sony Kesari Kumari Santosh
Sahu Chain Singh Dewan
Jai Prakash Sinha Ugrasen
Sidar Girja Markam Sunita
Yadav Kalpana Thakur Leela
Ram Sahu Pushpa Khute
Rameshwari Dhruv Parvati
Tandi Megha Badhi
Jageshwar Gaikwad
Laxman Sona Huleswari

Sonkar G F Khan Tulsi
Dhruv Anu Chhaya Bhoi
Jageshwar Sahu Dilip Sahu
Dayanand Sahu Anju
Vaishnav Anusuya Kanwar
Pushpalata Tiwari Deepti
Srivastava Har Sheesh
Dadsena Kusum Kujur
Monica Mogre Anjana Sen
Mamta Limje Ashok Sahu
Digeshwar Dhruv
Khorbahar Dhruv Prima
Sahu Maneka Dhruv and all
the students of Sankul were
present.

Amar Parwani elected as

Senior National V-P CAIT
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 25:
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)
Senior National Vice
President Amar
Parwani, Chairman
Mangelal Malu, Amar
Gidwani, State
President Jitendra
Doshi, Working
President Vikram
Singhdov, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija,
General Secretary
Surinder Singh,
Executive General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
Treasurer Ajay
Agarwal and Media In-
charge Sanjay Choubey
said that the National
Convention of
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)
was held at Nagpur on
June 25th, 2022 at all
India level in which the
election process of of-
fice bearers was started
after the discussion of
business issues. Office
bearers from all the
states from all over
India participated in the
election of office bear-

ers. Election Officer
C.A. Nikhilesh Thakkar
checked the enrollment
certificates of all the
candidates and complet-
ed the process of elec-
tion. After that a new
team was announced, in
which Amar Parwani
was elected Senior
National Vice
President.

The tenure of the new
team will be 2 years. It is
noteworthy that due to
the work being done by
Mr Amar Parwani in
the interest of traders
and businessmen, he
has been included in the
National Executive of
CAIT for the third time
in a row. Prior to this, he
has been elected as the

National Vice President
of CAIT for two consec-
utive terms. For the first
time in the year 2018, he
was given the responsi-
bility of the post of
National Vice President
of CAIT, after which he
continued to take the de-
mand of the traders of
Chhattisgarh to the
Central Government in
Delhi. Now
Chhattisgarh will get a
platform to put forth its
demand at the national
level.

This time Mr Parwani
has got the responsibili-
ty of Senior Vice
President. CAIT
National President, BC
Bhartia and National
General Secretary,
Praveen Khandelwal
have given warm wish-
es to Mr Parwani  on
being elected as Senior
National Vice President
and congratulated all
the trade organizations
of the entire state and
CAIT CG Chapter mem-
bers. CAIT CG Chapter
members extended
their wishes to Mr
Parwani.

MoU signed between BIRD, Kolkata and Apex Bank 

Raipur, Jul 26: The three-
day training program
under the joint aegis of
Chhattisgarh Cooperative
Training Institute and
Bankers Rural
Development Institute
(BIRD), Kolkata, run by
Apex Bank, concluded.
Meanwhile, on June 23,
2022, an MoU was signed
between Apex Bank and
Bankers Rural
Development Institute

(BIRD) on the training pro-
gram. With this, through
BIRD in association with
NABARD, the cooperative
public representatives, of-
ficers, employees of
Chhattisgarh’s Primary
Society PACS, District Co-
operative Bank and Apex
Bank will be able to take
proper training. This will
give them a thorough
knowledge of the Act and
new provisions and bank-
ing technology and they
will be able to discharge
their duties properly.
After signing the MoU,
Baijnath Chandrakar,
Chairman, Apex Bank
said that this is the first
time in the cooperative
sector of Chhattisgarh

that MoU has been signed
with a national level
training institute. Under
the MoU, training pro-
grams of faculty mem-
bers and subject-experts
will be organized continu-
ously in Chhattisgarh,
which will benefit in mak-
ing Chhattisgarh’s coop-
erative movement more
efficient and strong.

During the training, a
visit program of the par-
ticipating officers was
done to the famous AKF
Nursery Chauhan High-
Tech Farm, Girhola
(Ahiwara) district Durg
and Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University,
Raipur, famous for ad-
vanced and modern farm-

ing. On this occasion
Joint Director BIRD
Kolkata, Mrs. Archana
Singh, Chairman Apex
Bank Mr. Baijnath
Chandrakar, NABARD
General Manager Mr.
Mahesh Goyal, Apex
Bank Managing Director
Mr. KN. Kande,
Professional Director,
Telangana State Co-
Operative Bank Mr. P.
Mohanih, Subject Expert,
BIRD Kolkata Mrs.
Bhawna Pal, Apex Bank
DGM and Principal Mr.
Bhupesh Chandravanshi,
Apex Bank AGM Mr. L.K.
Chaudhary, Ajay Bhagat
AGM and Branch
Manager, Pandri,
Manager, GS Thakur,
Manager, Abhishek
Tiwari, CEO of District
Co-operative Central
Banks Raipur, S. Joshi,
Durg CEO, Mrs. Apeksha
Vyas, Jagdalpur, R.A.
Khan, Ambikapur, SK
Verma, Bilaspur, Prabhat
Mishra and Branch
Managers of Apex Bank
and District Co-operative
Banks were present.

Aim to make artisans financially
strong:  Chandan Kashyap

Raipur, Jun 26:
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Handicrafts
Development Board, Mr.
Chandan Kashyap attend-
ed the closing ceremony of
“Jagar-2022” fair organ-
ized in the Chhattisgarh
Pandri Haat market com-
plex of Raipur. Speaking
on the occasion,
Chairman Kashyap said
that it is the goal of
Handicrafts Development
Board to make artisans fi-
nancially strong.
Congratulating  all the
craftsmen and artists,
Chairman Kashyap said
that Jagar Mela has been
organized after two years
due to the Corona period.
In this 15-day event, the
craftsmen’s products have
received a better response,
which is clearly visible on
the faces of the craftsmen
today. He said that the
Handicrafts Development
Board of Craftsmen would
bear all the expenses for

participating in the big
event to be held in other
states, so that the crafts-
men’s products could get
better market. Kashyap fe-
licitated State and
National Awardee crafts-
men by giving them cita-
tions in the program. It is
noteworthy that in the 15-
day fair, 140 stalls were set
up for display cum sale of
various products of arti-
sans and weavers of 12
states including
Chhattisgarh. Various
types of products made by
craftsmen and artists were
sold in this fair worth
more than Rs 1 crore. In
the Jagar fair, along with
various handicraft prod-
ucts, many attractive prod-
ucts of handloom, Khadi,
Village Industries,
Matikala Board have been
put up for sale. In these
stalls 80 stalls were set up
from other states as well as
Chhattisgarh. Cultural
programs were also organ-

ized daily by the
Department of Culture in
Jagar Mela. In this series,
in the cultural evening
held on the last day, tradi-
tional folk artists from
Utai of Durg district gave
a splendid performance.
During the program, 11-
member folk artists of
‘Chal Sangwari’, Sur
Shringaar Musical Group
and famous craftsman of
tattoo and Ms. Sanjana
from Nagpur gave an en-
chanting performance of
Kathak dance.

A large number of peo-
ple came to this fair and
enjoyed the cultural
evening by buying their fa-
vorite home decor and dec-
orative items as well as
traditional clothes. On this
occasion the General
Manager of the Board,
S.L. Dhurve, Mr. Paresh
Minj, Mr. H.B. Ansari and
a large number of people
including craft lovers were
present.

Development of Narva should be done
through scientific method: CM

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 26: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has said that the works re-
lated to water conserva-
tion and renovation works
of streams under Narva
Vikas Yojana should be
done scientifically. The im-
provement in water level
as a result of Narva devel-
opment works should also
be assessed through the
scientific method of re-
mote sensing satellite. He
also said that a map show-
ing the streams that have
been treated in the state
should also be prepared.

The Chief Minister was
reviewing the work being
done for the treatment of
various streams in the for-
est areas under the
CAMPA item under the
Narva Vikas Yojana at his
residence office. Mr.
Baghel has also informed
in the meeting that satel-
lite map of Chhattisgarh
is available which should
be used  to detect fractures
and ground water harvest-
ing structures should be
prepared, so that water
can percolate well into the
land. He also directed to
assess the reduction in soil
erosion due to Narva treat-
ment works.

While reviewing the
meeting, Chief Minister
Mr. Baghel said that the
Suraji Gaon Yojana of

Chhattisgarh Government
has given good momen-
tum to economic activities
including rural employ-
ment with the efficient use
of Narva, Garwa,
Ghuruwa and Bari. Narva
Vikas Yojana is proving to
be an effective medium, es-
pecially in water harvest-
ing and biological and en-
vironmental improve-
ment. Due to the develop-
ment of Narva in the state,
there is a significant in-
crease in the groundwater
level in the areas in and
around the culverts.

Under this campaign,
encouraging results are
being obtained with an in-
crease of 20 to 30 cm in the
ground water level in
Vananchal areas more
than in the plains. Due to
this, along with improving
the habitat of wild ani-
mals in Vananchal, people
have started getting full
benefits of facilities like
irrigation throughout the

year.
The Chief Minister said

that due to Narva develop-
ment works, the ground
water level has increased
by 20 to 30 cm in forest
areas and 7 cm in plain
areas. Mr. Baghel said that
dike wall can be very use-
ful in sandy places.
Referring to the visit of
Surajpur district, during
the meeting, he said that
the ground water level in
Surajpur is very low, there
is a need to perform Narva
developmental works here.

The Chief Minister said
that wherever the Narva
development works are
being done, villagers and
public representatives
should be informed about
the usefulness of these
works by connecting them
with the programme.
Every two years, desilting
work should be done in
ground water enrichment
structures, stop dams,
check dams, this will im-

prove water logging and
their irrigation capacity
will also increase.

He also directed to get
the work of treatment of
streams done under
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Scheme. He said that if
there is a need to get re-
pair and restoration works
done in the ground water
conservation works done
earlier under Rajiv
Gandhi Watershed Area
Development Mission,
then they should also be
done on priority basis.
Similarly, attention should
be paid to desilting and
maintenance of small
dams under the dams of
the Water Resources
Department. In the meet-
ing, the officials informed
that about 30 thousand
rainy streams have been
identified in the state, out
of which 8000 streams are
located in the forest areas

of the state. Treatment of
6 thousand 395 streams lo-
cated in forest areas is
being done at a cost of Rs
01 thousand 290 crore, out
of which treatment of
about 2 thousand 800
streams has been complet-
ed so far.

On this occasion, Forest
and Climate Change
Minister Mohammad
Akbar, Urban
Administration and
Development Minister Dr.
Shiv Kumar Dahria,
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State Forest
Development Corporation
Devendra Bahadur Singh,
Advisor to Chief Minister
Pradeep Sharma, Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain,
Forest Department’s
Additional Chief
Secretary, Subrat Sahoo,
Principal Chief
Conservator and Forest
Force Chief, Rakesh
C h a t u r v e d i ,
Commissioner MNREGA,
Mohammad Abdul Kesar
Haque, Nodal Officer
Narva, Garuwa,
Ghuruwa, Bari Dr. Ayyaz
Fakir Bhai Tamboli, Chief
Executive Officer CAMPA,
V.Srinivas Rao, Additional
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
Arun Pandey, Additional
Managing Director, V.
Anand Babu and
Departmental officers
were present.

For the training of
new techniques of
banking and act-
provision to the offi-
cers of cooperative
banks of the state

p In Sankul Borid 

BByy  SSaannjjaayy  KKuummaarr  MMiisshhrraa

Mr. Vasanth Kumar Giri, a former
school teacher at the lower primary
school in Uparbeda Village in Odisha’s
Rairangpur, still remembers the smile on
the face of a 4-year-old girl, Draupadi
Murmu, clinging to her father’s hand, on
her first visit to school. The 85-year-old
teacher is excited about the Presidential
nomination of his student he taught from
first to fifth grade. Mr. Giri reminisces of
the times he taught little Draupadi, the
BJP’s Presidential nominee and former
Jharkhand Governor, at the primary
school.

“Her name was Draupadi Tudu then.
She was the eldest of the then village
farmer Narayanan Tudu. She took her
husband’s surname and became
Draupadi Murmu after her marriage to
Shyam Charan Murmu, a bank employee.
Narayanan left his little girl at school and
told Mr. Giri to teach his daughter well.
She was smart and secured first position
in all exams. She had the oratory skills of
a public speaker. She participated in all
the debate contests held for students
annually and won the first prize, without
fail.”

Her teachers were sure that she
would reach great heights and make

them proud. They have watched her
grow and become the Municipal Vice-
chairperson in Rairangpur, the MLA and
a Minister of Odisha and a Governor for
the state of Jharkhand,” Mr. Giri said in a
trembling voice. His eyes gleamed in
pride while speaking about his former
student, who is the NDA candidature for
Presidential election. “Her name was
also considered for the Presidential elec-
tions in 2017 but was left out at the final
moment. Hence this time, we were all
eagerly waiting and heaved a sigh when
the final announcement on the candida-
ture came up on television. However,
busy she is, she makes it a point to visit
the school, her alma mater, once a year.
After becoming the Jharkhand Governor,
Draupadi Murmu, called on them with
silk shawls for all teachers, including Mr.
Giri. Her visit had created a festive ambi-
ence in the sleepy village and the pri-
mary school then. A bigger festival and
celebration is coming up soon,” said
Vasanth Giri, the octogenarian teacher.
He is awaiting the moment when his
grade 1 student who stepped into the
school with her father, in 1962, becomes
the first citizen of India 60 years later. It
would be a proud moment for him as well
to see her reach Raisina Hill from
Rairangpur. 

Student’s glory, teacher’s pride!
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Jagdalpur, Jun 26: The
beginning of Bastar
Goncha festival has start-
ed on 14th June with
'Devsnana Purnima
Chandan Jatra Puja
Vidhi'. The 'Ansar period'
of Lord Shri Jagannath
Swami will continue from
June 14 to June 29, during
which there will be no dar-
shan of the Lord. On June
30, devotees will be able to
see Lord Jagannath, Mata
Subhadra and Balabhadra
outside the temple with
Netratsov Puja Vidhi.

As per tradition, the
work of construction of
new chariot for Goncha
Rath Yatra Vidhan has

started. The wheel struc-
ture of the chariot is being
prepared by the master
craftsmen of Bastar in
Sirhasar Bhawan.

A 25-feet high wooden
chariot will be ready in a
week. Lord Jagannath,
Mata Subhadra and
Balabhadra Swami will
reach Janakpuri-Gudicha
Mandir-Sirhasar Bhawan
along with the Goncha
Puja Vidhi on July 1, rid-
ing in the newly built
chariot.

According to the tradi-
tion that has been going
on for centuries, a team of
five members is being led
by Hardev, a master crafts-
man of Bedaumargaon,
for the construction of the

new chariot of Bastar
Goncha festival.

According to Hardev,
the artisan who is build-
ing the chariot informed
that the construction of
the chariot will be com-
pleted in a week. Hardev
informed that the con-

struction of the giant two-
storey chariot of Bastar
Dussehra and the con-
struction of Bastar
Goncha chariot is also
done by the artisans of
his village.

It should also be known
that the princely state's

Bastar-Goncha festival
has the historical aspect
of hundreds of years con-
tinuously. The traditions
of Bastar Goncha festival
are performed by the
Brahmins of 360 Ghar
Aranyak Brahmin Samaj.

360 house Ishwar
Khambari, the chairman
of Aranyak Brahmin
Samaj, told that the prepa-
rations for Bastar Goncha
festival continue through-
out the year, 13 worship
rituals continue for 12
months of a year of Lord
Jagannath.

In which the most elab-
orate worship rituals are
performed in Bastar
Goncha festival. Presently,
preparations are going on

for Netratsov Puja Vidhan
on 30th June and Goncha
Puja Vidhana on 1 July.

In Goncha Puja, 22
deities of Lord
Jagannath, Mata
Subhadra and Balabhadra
Swami will be mounted
on three chariots includ-
ing the newly built
Goncha chariot and will
reach Janakpuri-Gudicha
Temple-Sirhasar Bhavan
by performing Goncha
Rath Yatra, where devo-
tees will get the benefit of
virtuous darshan for nine
days. During this, accord-
ing to tradition, various
worship and rituals will
be completed according to
the program of Bastar
Goncha festival.
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Kabirdham, Jun 26: Two
minor girls were killed
and at least 20 persons
were injured as the private
bus they were travelling in
overturned and fell into a
ditch in Kabirdham dis-
trict, police said on
Sunday. The accident took
place on Saturday evening
at Polmi ghat near
Agarpani village under
the Kukdur police station
limits when the bus with
more than 50 brick kiln
labourers on-board, was
heading to Bilaspur in
Chhattisgarh from
Sultanpur in Uttar
Pradesh, an official said.

The driver lost control
over the steering at a
sharp curve, due to which
the vehicle turned turtle
before falling into a 25-30
feet ditch, he added.
"While two minors, identi-
fied as Ragini Sahu (nine)
and Simran Manjhi
(three), were killed in the
accident, 20 others sus-
tained injuries," he said,
adding that the bus driver
and conductor, who are yet
to be identified, fed from
the spot after the incident.

After being informed, a
police team rushed to the
spot and shifted the in-
jured to primary health
centre in Kukdur and com-

munity health centre in
Pandariya. Of them, four
severely injured were re-
ferred to Kabirdham dis-
trict hospital later for bet-
ter medical treatment, he
said. A case has been reg-
istered in this connection
and efforts are on to nab
the driver and conductor
of the bus, the official
added.
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Vishrampuri, Jun 26:
On Saturday, annual
health check-up of the stu-
dents of Swami
Atmanand Government
Excellent English
Medium School(SAGES),
Vishrampuri was con-
ducted by the doctors of
Community Health

Center, Vishrampuri, in
which the children's
height, weight, eyesight,
hearing etc. were checked.
In this program, along
with free testing of chil-
dren, consultations were
also given by doctors as
needed and to maintain
good health, emphasis
was given on adopting nu-
tritious food, cleanliness,

and yoga etc. and the bene-
fits of these were told.
Gone.

Chief Medical Officer
and Principal of the
school Shailendra Soni as
well as all the teachers
played an important role
in this program and the
students participated very
enthusiastically in this
program.
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Surajpur, Jun 26: On
May 06, 2022 Pushpa
Dewangan, resident of
Darripara lodged a re-
port that manager of
Gurukul Vidya Ashram
and staff Rishi Nayak,
Digvijay Das Bairagi,
Priti Bais and 10 others
through an NGO collect-
ed Rs 1.22 crore 75 thou-
sand from 1850 benefici-
aries in the name of
computer training,
stitching training and
other trainings.

These beneficiaries
fell to greed of winning
a lottery and shelled

their hard earned
money. On the basis of
report from com-
plainant, Surajpur po-
lice lodged case against
the accused under vari-
ous sections of IPC and
arrested Rishi Nayak,
Digvijay Das Bairagi,
Priti Bais and Madan
Mishra.

They were all sent to
judicial remand.
Following the orders of
SP Ramkrishna Sahu, a
team was constituted
and on the basis of clue
from an informer ar-
rested other accused
Ramesh Lal and Anil
Sahu.

12 accused arrested in connection
with murder of BJP leader
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Surajpur, Jun 26: On
June 24, village Pori PS
Pratappur resident Kamal
Prasad Rajwade gave an
information to Chandoura
PS that some years back
his father Hirdal Ram
Rajwade had purchased
4.90 acre land from
Baigasai Lohar in village
Semai. This land was
forcibly occupied by
Baigasai's nephew
Basantlal and others.

Kamal Prasad informed
that on last Friday for
marking this piece of land
he visited there in his mo-
torcycle. In the evening he
was informed on mobile

that Basantlal and others
joined together in attack-
ing his father with a has-
sle and later killed him.
On receiving the informa-
tion police team reached
the spot and after minute-
ly scanning the area sent
the dead body for post-

mortem.
The police immediately

took action against 12 ac-
cused under various sec-
tions of IPC and arrested
them. On interrogation
accused revealed that a
piece of land was jointly
in the name of Baigasai

and Gholdu.
In 2012, Baigasai sold

his share of 4.90 acre to
Hirdal. After purchasing
the land from Baigasai,
former took initiative to
mark the land and take its
possession. When the mat-
ter came to the knowledge
of Baigasai's family mem-
bers they decided to teach
Hirdal a lesson and kept
waiting for him to come
back from the field.

No sooner Hirdal came
back Baigasai's family
members attacked him
and killed him. On the
basis of accused confirm-
ing their involvement in
the murder, all were ar-
rested.

NMDC organises two-day Apollo Superspecialistic Camp
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Bacheli, Jun 26: Apollo
Superspecialistic Medical
Camp was organised
under the aegis of NMDC
management at NMDC
Apollo Hospital, Bacheli,
last on June 20 and in this
camp, Dr Mohammed Atik
Ur Rehman- Cardiologist;
Dr Sai Kiran Rajesh
Gudala (Orthopaedician);
Dr SK Somashekhar Rao
(Gastroenterologist), all
from Apollo Hospital
Hyderabad examined the
patients and provided nec-
essary consultation to
them and this included of-
ficers and employees from

NMDC and their family
members and villagers
who had come from far-
flung areas availed the
benefit of this camp. This
medical camp was organ-
ised from 9:30 am to 1:30
pm and from 4:00 pm to
6:30 pm in the evening.
After examining few pa-
tients in the first half, they
were re-examined in the
second half as per sugges-
tions from the experts and
obtained necessary med-
ical advice.

On June 21, the subject
experts from Apollo
Hospital, Hyderabad ex-
amined the patients in the
first two shifts at Hospital
Kirandul and provided
necessary guidance.
Thereafter in the evening,
a seminar of the doctors

from Project Hospitals of
Bacheli and Kirandul was
organised at Training
Institute of NMDC
Bacheli.

In this seminar, the car-
diologist Dr. Mohammed

Atik Ur Rehman gave in-
formation about heart
rhythm and irregular elec-
trical impulses in the
heart and highlighted on
the increasing number of
diseases and its preven-

tion on account of the
same. Dr Sai Kiran Rajesh
Gudala, Orthopaedician
gave information about
treatment related to
'Osteo-Arthritis' and Dr
KM Somashekhar Rao-

Gastroenterologist gave
information about
Jaundice and its preven-
tion.

At the end of the semi-
nar, the doctors from
NMDC Apollo Hospital,

Bacheli and Kirandul
raised various questions
and they were answered
by the experts. In the end
Chief Medical
Administrator NMDC
Apollo Hospital Dr SM
Haq expressed gratitude
towards team of experts
from Apollo Hospital
Hyderabad for providing
their valuable services in
the camp and sorting out
doubts of doctors from the
Apollo Hospital Bacheli
and Kirandul.

NMDC Apollo Hospital
Chief Medical
Administrator Dr SM Haq
informed that it in one-two
month's interval, Apollo
Superspecialistic medical
camps are orgnised by
NMDC management in
NMDC Apollo Hospital

Bacheli. In this the pa-
tients from the city and re-
gion and tribals who are
unable to afford treatment
are able to get services in
this Superspecialistic
camp and are getting ex-
pert advice from the spe-
cialist doctors.

CGM NMDC BIOM
Bacheli Complex PK
Mazumdar also expressed
gratitude towards all the
doctors who have come
from Apollo Hospital
Hyderabad and their valu-
able services to patients
from Bacheli and
Kirandul and added that it
has always being efforts of
NMDC Bacheli Complex
to provide best of the
health services to the em-
ployees, people of city and
tribals of the region.
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p In NMDC Apollo
Hospital Bacheli

Police arrests two others in connection
with mismanagement of funds

Earmarked for beneficiaries of Gurukul Vidya Ashram

SAGES conduct health
check-up of students

Construction of new chariot of Bastar Goncha festival starts

Two girls killed, 20 injured
in road accident

About the incident
The accident took

place on Saturday
evening at Polmi ghat
near Agarpani village
under the Kukdur po-
lice station limits
when the bus with
more than 50 brick
kiln labourers on-
board, was heading to
Bilaspur in
Chhattisgarh from
Sultanpur in Uttar
Pradesh. The driver
lost control over the
steering at a sharp
curve, due to which
the vehicle turned
turtle before falling
into a 25-30 feet ditch.
While two minors,
identified as Ragini
Sahu (nine) and
Simran Manjhi
(three), were killed in
the accident, 20 others
sustained injuries.

Farmers forced to purchase 
fertilizers at higher prices: Chand

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 26: With
the arrival of monsoon, the
preparations for sowing of
corp has started in full
swing. Due to the shortage
of fertilizers in coopera-
tives, the farmers are facing
problem and are in dilem-
ma. In such a situation, the
farmers are getting upset
due to the arbitrariness of
the licensed shopkeepers.

A press release was is-
sued by Navneet Chand,
District President of Bastar
(JCC-J) and Chief
Convener of Bastar
Adhikar Mukti Morcha
(BAMM), regarding the
problems of farmers who
are suffering from shortage
of fertilizer. He said that the
problems of the farmers
have been attributed to the
apathy of the present gov-
ernment and the gross neg-
ligence of the functioning
of the administration con-
cerned with the local elect-
ed representatives. He said
that the farmers are in trou-
ble. The negligence of those
responsible will not be al-

lowed to run. Chand has
said in the release that it
should be known that as
soon as the monsoon ar-
rives, farmers start prepar-
ing for tilling and sowing
work in the farms. In this
case they need manure,
DAP and potash, but due to
shortage of such fertilizers
in the societies the farmers
are in state of dilemma and
trouble. In such a situation,
farmers are forced to buy
fertilizers from licensed
shops at exorbitant higher
prices. Mr Chand said that
this type of fertilizer prob-
lem should have been re-
solved earlier. Now with the
arrival of monsoon, it is
hardly few days left for
month of July and the gov-
ernment machinery seems
to be failing in providing
fertilizers to the farmers on
time.

On the other hand, the
farmers are facing many
problems. They have to buy
DAP potash fertilizer at ar-
bitrary prices under com-
pulsion but the responsible
people are in deep slumber,
unconcerned about prob-
lems of the farmers. The
ruling government in the
state which claims itself to
be the government that of
the farmers, seems to be
failing to address the prob-
lems of the farmers on
time. Whatever the reason
is, but nothing can be more
important than the prob-
lems of the farmers, he
said. The Chief Convener of
Mukti Morcha and young
flamboyant leader of JCC-J
Mr. Chand has further clari-
fied that it should be re-
solved at the earliest and
fertilizers should be made
available to the farmers
through committees appro-
priately. If the responsible
system does not wake up
from the deep slumber and
do nothing about the prob-
lems of the farmers on
time, then the Janata
Congress and the Mukti
Morcha will be forced to
fight further and take the
issue to the roads for the
benefit of the farmers, he
added.

p Warns of action if
the problem is not
resolved

NavneetChand

DEVOTEES AT KAMAKHYA TEMPLE

Devotees light earthen lamps while offering prayers at Kamakhya temple which reopened after the end of four-day
Ambubachi Mela, in Guwahati, Sunday.

SUPPORT RALLY

Members of a Hindu organisation participate in a rally in support of former BJP spokesperson Nupur Sharma, in Ajmer, Sunday.

Rhino habitats in Assam facing threat
from invasive plant species

Guwahati, Jun 26 (PTI):

Assam’s three major habi-
tats for one-horned rhinocer-
os are facing threat, not just
from poachers but also from
several invasive plant species
that are posing a grave dan-
ger to the grasslands, prompt-
ing interventions in some
areas to save the fodder for
the animals.

Various invasive plant
species that tend to destroy
the grasslands have been
found in abundance in
Kaziranga and Manas
National Park as well as the
Pobitora Wildlife sanctuary,
home to rhinoceros, elephant,
swamp deer among other ani-
mals. Experts have sought
immediate measures for en-
suring long-term conserva-
tion of all grassland-depend-
ent species.

In Kaziranga National
Park (KNP), authorities,
under the Wildlife Institute of
India’s project ‘Management

of Invasive Species’, have
sought permission for experi-
mental culling, cutting, slash-
ing, uprooting, and girdling
of vegetation.

KNP Field Director
Jatindra Sarma told PTI “We
have come across several
species of plants of invasive
nature, mostly annual or
perennial herbs, identified as
weeds, which adversely im-
pact the grasslands. Besides,
there are some plants that
have a toxic impact under

water.”
Some of the 18 invasive

species of plants identified in
the park are Bombax ceiba,
Trewia nudiflora-Gutel/B
Crataeva nurvala,
Lagerstroemia speciosa and
Cestrum diurnum, Sarma
pointed out. KNP, along with
Wildlife Institute of India and
leading NGOs, is working on
a project to weed out the inva-
sive species which are seri-
ously affecting the flora and
fauna of the park, he said.

IAF can deliver desired punch when required
within short time frame: VR Chaudhari

VR Chaudhari
New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI):

India should compre-
hend the situation along
its unsettled western and
northern borders as a
‘two-front’ contingency
and prepare for it accord-
ingly, Air Chief Marshal
VR Chaudhari said on
Sunday, referring to the
possible challenge from a
collusive military threat
from China and Pakistan.

In an exclusive inter-
view to PTI, the Chief of
Air Staff said India could
be attacked on all fronts,
starting from military
standoffs to information
manipulation and black-
outs in the future and its
security doctrines and ca-
pabilities will have to cater
to such possibilities.

To a specific question on

whether Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine
could encourage China to
take more aggressive pos-
turing along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC), he
said the effect of global
events and geopolitical de-
velopments on India’s en-
gagement with Beijing are
being assessed continually
across wide-ranging do-
mains “at all levels”.

“As a nation, we need to
identify our immediate
and future threats accu-
rately so that necessary ca-
pability responses can be
developed to counter
them,” he said.

Asked about China’s
rapid deployment of its
air assets along the LAC in
eastern Ladakh amid the
lingering border standoff,
he said the “IAF can deliv-
er the desired punch when

required within a very
short time-frame.”

Listing the rapid geopo-
litical upheavals, the Chief
of Air Staff noted that any
future conflict will require
the integration of all ele-
ments of the national se-
curity apparatus to make
it an “All-of-Nation-
Approach”.

“We have certain chal-
lenges on our western and
northern borders, prima-
rily due to unsettled bor-
ders. It would be prudent
for us to comprehend our
situation as a ‘two-front’
contingency’ and prepare
for it accordingly,” he
opined. The chief of Air
Staff said that India’s mili-
tary operational plans, ca-
pability enhancement and
training should always
cater for a wide spectrum
of threats emanating from

either or both fronts.
Several top military offi-

cials including India’s first
Chief of Defence Staff
Gen Bipin Rawat and for-
mer Army Chief Gen MM
Naravane had flagged con-
cerns about the possibility
of a coordinated threat
along the northern and
western fronts.

But it is for the first time
that a serving chief has
called for a detailed plan to
deal with such a threat.

“We are also cognisant
of the need to be prepared
for an event-based short-
duration operation which
necessitates quick plan-
ning, rapid deployment of
assets and swift action,”
he said. “IAF is working
intricately on all these as-
pects to build a credible
force to cater to all contin-
gencies,” he added.

In Rajasthan’s Pali, two communities
shun lavish weddings

Jodhpur, Jun 26 (PTI):

No DJs, no fireworks
and no riding horseback
for the groom. These are
some of the guidelines
that leaders in two com-
munities in Rajasthan’s
Pali district have issued
to make weddings a less
expensive affair.

And grooms should be
clean-shaven—beards
don’t go with the ceremo-
ny—the elders feel.

Leaders of both
Kumawat and Jat com-
munities have also
agreed to put a cap on
gifts relatives can give to
a couple, which includes
jewellery, clothes and
cash.

The rules discourage
customary offering of
opium too.

The Kumawats, a com-

munity of potters, at a
meeting of its members
from 19 villages on June
16 came up with the rules.

Terming the marriage
a divine affair, they said
the groom is considered a
king and bizarre beard
styles make the ceremo-
ny a “non-serious and
fashion-ridden practice”.

“So, we decided that no
groom of the community
will grow any sort of
beard and remain clean-
shaven,” said Kumawat
community leader Laxmi
Narayan Tak.

He said a huge amount
is spent on decorations,
music and other customs
unnecessarily.

“So, we have laid out
the rules that there will
be no theme weddings, no
decoration, no DJ during
any procession right

from bandoli’ to barat’,
and have also decided to
put a limit to jewellery
and cash as gifts,” Tak
said.

Similarly, the Jat com-
munity from five villages
under Rohet subdivision
of Pali has also come out
with rules to make mar-
riage functions sober, de-
ciding to do away with
marriage processions.

“To ensure uniformity
in weddings for all fami-
lies of the community, we
have decided to bring
some reforms,” said
Bhakariwala village
sarpanch Amnaram
Beniwal.

Besides making it
mandatory for the groom
to be clean-shaven, the re-
forms include forsaking
riding a horse during
marriage processions.

Road to Vidhan Bhavan from airport goes
via Worli: Aaditya warns Sena rebels

Mumbai, Jun 26 (PTI):

In a subtle warning to
the Shiv Sena rebels cur-
rently camping in
Guwahati, party leader
and cabinet minister
Aaditya Thackeray has
said the road from
Mumbai airport to Vidhan
Bhavan, the state legisla-
ture complex here, goes
via Worli.

Worli, traditionally a
Shiv Sena bastion in
Mumbai, is the assembly
constituency represented
by Aaditya Thackeray.

Addressing the party
workers on Saturday
evening, the 30-year-old
son of Shiv Sena president
and Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray, also

said there was no place for
“traitors” in the party.

He made the statement
amid the ongoing political
crisis in Maharashtra that
was triggered by senior
minister Eknath Shinde’s
rebellion. Majority of
party MLAs have sided
with Shinde and they are
currently camping at
Guwahati in Assam, a
BJP-ruled state. Shinde
and his group have
claimed that they are the
“real Shiv Sena”.

The rebel group said it
enjoys a two-thirds majori-
ty in the legislature party
and will prove its strength
in the House. The dissi-
dents have named their
group as “Shiv Sena
(Balasaheb)”. Amid these

developments, Aaditya
Thackeray has started
holding meetings with the
party workers and office-
bearers from Saturday,
which is being seen as a
move to prevent any ero-
sion of the cadre loyal to
the Thackerays.

In his address, Aaditya
said, “The road from the
airport to the Vidhan
Bhavan passes via Worli.
It’s good that the rebels left
(Shiv Sena). There is no
room for traitors in the
party.” The Mumbai civic
polls are expected later
this year and the Shiv
Sena, which has been rul-
ing Asia’s largest civic
body for nearly three
decades, is striving to re-
tain its hold over it.

Suspended IPS officer Basant Rath resigns;
hints at joining electoral politics

Srinagar, Jun 26 (PTI):

Suspended IPS officer
Basant Rath on Sunday
announced his resigna-
tion from service on so-
cial media, hinting that
he is joining politics to
contest elections from
Kashmir.

In his famous twitter
handle KangriCarrier ,
which is unverified, as
well as WhatsApp status
and Instagram post, Rath
who will be completing
two years of his suspen-
sion next month, said pol-
itics is a noble profession
.

Sharing his copy of res-
ignation letter addressed
to J&K Chief Secretary
Arun Kumar Mehta and

marked to Director
General of Police Dilbag
Singh and Commandant
General Home Guard H K
Lohia, Rath said I wish to
resign from the Indian
Police Service in order to
be able to participate in
electoral politics.

“Please consider this
letter as my request for
resignation/voluntary re-
tirement and process it
accordingly , he said in
his letter dated June 25.

In an earlier post about
seven hours ago, Rath
wrote If I ever join a polit-
ical party, it will be BJP. If
I ever contest an election,
it will be from Kashmir. If
I ever join politics, it will
be before March 6, 2024.

Repeated attempts to

reach the officer did not
fructify as he did not re-
spond to the phone calls
and messages.

In July 2000, Rath was
suspended with immedi-
ate effect by the central
government in connec-
tion with repeated in-
stances of gross miscon-
duct and misbehaviour .

An order issued by the
Ministry of Home Affairs
said, A disciplinary pro-
ceeding against Shri
Basant Rath (IPS: RR:
2000, JK) is contemplated
in connection with re-
peated instances of gross
misconduct and misbe-
haviour, which have been
brought to the notice of
the Government.

“During the period of

suspension, Rath’s head-
quarter shall be Jammu
and he will not leave it
without obtaining per-
mission of the Director
General of Jammu and
Kashmir Police.

The action against the
officer came a fortnight
after he lodged a com-
plaint with police against
Jammu and Kashmir
DGP Dilbagh Singh cit-
ing “apprehensions about
my life, liberty and bald
head.”

Promoted as IGP in
2018, Rath became popu-
lar among people for his
effective regulation of
traffic. However, his stint
as IGP-Traffic was short-
lived as many questioned
his style of functioning.

Flood situation remains grim
in Assam, over 25 lakh still hit

Guwahati, Jun 26 (PTI):

The flood situation in
Assam continued to remain
critical on Sunday with
more than 25 lakh people
still reeling under the del-
uge, although water level
has started receding from
some areas.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, during the
day, visited Silchar in
Cachar district, which is
among the worst-affected
areas, and assessed the
damage caused by flood wa-
ters in the Barak valley city.
According to latest updates
by Assam State Disaster

Management Authority
(ASDMA), over 25 lakh peo-
ple are still facing difficul-
ties in 27 flood-hit districts
of the state, comprising 79
revenue circles and 2,894
villages.

As many as 2.33 lakh
have taken shelter in 637 re-
lief camps of the northeast-
ern state, which had been
battling floods and land-
slides for the past two
weeks.

Relief materials were
being distributed to affect-
ed populations that haven’t
put up at the shelter camps
through 259 distribution
centres or points that have
been opened temporarily,
the ASDMA bulletin said.
NDRF had been helping the
district administration in
safe evacuation of people
from affected areas apart
from the state forces like
SDRF, Fire & Emergency
Services, the police and
ASDMA volunteers.
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Couple dies  
Jaipur: A couple died
after drowning in
Dravyavati river in
Mansarovar area of
Jaipur on Saturday.
Sub Inspector, Shipra
Path police station,
Amar Singh said that
the couple had gone to
landscape park on the
bank of the river.
Suddenly, the woman
Madhubala jumped
into the river. To res-
cue her, the husband
also jumped. “Both of
them died,” he said.
“We rushed to the
spot on information
and one constable
jumped into the river.
They were pulled out
with the help of rope
and rushed to a near-
by hospital where doc-
tors declared them
dead,” he said.

2 held 
Jammu: Two alleged
drug peddlers, includ-
ing a woman, were ar-
rested on Saturday
with nearly three kgs
cannabis here, police
said. Sunny Masih
and his woman ac-
complice were nabbed
along with the contra-
band in the Channi
Himmat area, a police
spokesperson said.
Separately, another
man named Sunil
Kumar was nabbed
after 1,000 banned
capsules and 480
tablets were recov-
ered from his posses-
sion during checking
at Katra in Reasi dis-
trict, the official
added.

Youth shot 
Ludhiana: A 19-year-
old school-going
youth was shot at and
injured outside
Naulakha colony here
by some unidentified
armed assailants, po-
lice said on Sunday.
The incident hap-
pened late Saturday
night near CMC
Hospital, they said.
They have recovered
some empty car-
tridges from the spot.
According to police,
the matter seems to be
a case of old rivalry.
The footage of the
CCTV cameras in-
stalled in the area was
being scanned by the
police. The assailants
managed to escape on
two motor cycles after
the incident, police
said. The condition of
the injured was stated
to be critical in the
hospital, said a police
official.

Fire 
New Delhi: A fire
broke out in a godown
stacked with plastic
granules in Rohini
early Sunday, officials
said. No was injured in
the blaze and the fire
department used a
robot to douse the fire.
According to officials,
they received informa-
tion at 2.18 am about
the fire in Badli area
behind Rohini jail. A
total of 23 fire tenders
were rushed to the site,
the officials said.

Cloudy 
New Delhi: The na-
tional capital on
Sunday woke up to
partly cloudy sky
recording a minimum
temperature of 29 de-
grees Celsius, one
notch above the sea-
son’s average, accord-
ing to the India
Meteorological
Department (IMD).
The relative humidity
was 68 per cent at 8.30
am, according to the
IMD. The weather de-
partment has predict-
ed partly cloudy sky
during the day. The
maximum tempera-
ture is likely to settle
around 41 degrees
Celsius.

Villagers make a temporary bamboo bridge after a portion
of a road was washed away due to flood following heavy
rainfall, at a village in Nagaon, Sunday.
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PM MODI IN GERMANY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi waves towards Indian residents in Munich, Germany,
Sunday, June 26.

Biden: G-7 to ban Russian gold
in response to Ukraine war

Elmau, (Germany), Jun 26 (AP):

President Joe Biden said
Sunday that the United
States and other Group of
Seven leading economies
will announce a ban on
imports of gold from
Russia, a step the leaders
hope will further isolate
Russia economically over

its invasion of Ukraine.
A formal announcement

was expected Tuesday as
the leaders meet for their
annual summit.

Biden and his Group of
Seven allies will huddle on
the summit’s opening day
Sunday on strategies to se-
cure energy supplies and
tackle inflation, aiming to

keep the fallout from
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine from splintering
the global coalition work-
ing to punish Moscow.

Hours before the sum-
mit was officially set to
open, Russia launched
missile strikes against the
Ukrainian capital Sunday,
striking at least two resi-
dential buildings, Kyiv
Mayor Vitali Klitschko
said. They were the first
such strikes by Russia in
three weeks.

Senior Biden adminis-
tration officials said gold
is Moscow’s second largest
export after energy, and
that banning imports
would make it more diffi-
cult for Russia to partici-
pate in global markets.

Biden’s Twitter feed
said Russia rakes in tens
of billions of dollars from
the sale of its gold, its sec-
ond largest export after en-
ergy.

WHO panel: Monkeypox not a global emergency ‘at this stage’
London, Jun 26 (AP):

The World Health
Organization said the es-
calating monkeypox out-
break in more than 50
countries should be close-
ly monitored but does not
warrant being declared a
global health emergency.

In a statement Saturday,
a WHO emergency com-
mittee said many aspects
of the outbreak were “un-
usual” and acknowledged
that monkeypox which is
endemic in some African
countries has been neg-
lected for years.

“While a few members
expressed differing views,
the committee resolved by
consensus to advise the
WHO director-general that
at this stage the outbreak

should be determined to
not constitute” a global
health emergency, WHO
said in a statement.

WHO nevertheless
pointed to the “emergency
nature” of the outbreak
and said controlling its
spread requires an “in-
tense” response.

The committee said the
outbreak should be “close-
ly monitored and reviewed
after a few weeks.” But it
would recommend a re-as-
sessment before then if
certain new developments
emerge such as cases
among sex workers;
spread to other countries
or within countries that
have already had cases; in-
creased severity of cases;
or an increasing rate of
spread. WHO Director-

General Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreysus convened the
emergency committee on
Thursday after expressing
concern about the epidem-
ic of monkeypox in coun-
tries that haven’t previous-
ly reported the disease.

“What makes the cur-
rent outbreak especially
concerning is the rapid,
continuing spread into
new countries and regions
and the risk of further,
sustained transmission
into vulnerable popula-
tions including people that
are immunocompromised,
pregnant women and chil-
dren,” the WHO chief
said. Monkeypox has sick-
ened people for decades in
central and west Africa,
but until last month, the
disease had not been

known to cause significant
outbreaks in multiple
countries at the same time
and involving people with
no travel links to the conti-
nent. Declaring a global
health emergency means
that a health crisis is an
“extraordinary” event re-
quiring a globally-man-
aged response and that a
disease is at high risk of
spilling across borders.
WHO previously made
similar declarations for
diseases including COVID-
19, Ebola in Congo and
West Africa, Zika in Brazil
and the ongoing effort to
wipe out polio.

The emergency declara-
tion mostly serves as a
plea to draw more global
resources and attention to
an outbreak.

Iran and EU say Vienna nuke talks will resume in coming days
Tehran, Jun 26 (AP):

The European Union
and Iran agreed on
Saturday to resume nego-
tiations in Vienna in the
coming days over Tehran’s
tattered nuclear deal with
world powers.

The agreement could
help relieve tensions after
the talks stalled for
months, while Iran enrich-
es uranium closer than
ever to weapons-grade lev-
els under decreasing inter-
national oversight.

At a joint press confer-
ence with Iranian Foreign
Minister Hossein
Amirabdollahian in
Tehran, the EU’s foreign
policy chief, Josep Borell,

said the negotiations
would restart soon.

The coming days means
the coming days, I mean
quickly, immediately,
Borell said, adding that
the US, which unilaterally
withdrew from the nu-
clear deal in 2018 and im-
posed tough economic
sanctions on Iran, should
also return to the negotia-
tions. Negotiations must
resume, and this is a deci-
sion that must be made in
Tehran and Washington,
he said. Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine has caused a
tectonic change in geopoli-
tics, making it more ur-
gent than ever to reach an
agreement that would
allow Iran to sell its oil to

world markets.
“In such an environ-

ment the conclusion of
our landmark agreement
is more important than
ever, he said.

Amirabdollahian said
his country is ready to re-
sume talks: We’ll try to re-
solve the issues and differ-
ences... what is important
for the Islamic Republic of
Iran is economically bene-
fiting from the agreement
reached in 2015 in full.

Earlier this month, Iran
removed 27 surveillance
cameras of the UN’s
International Atomic
Energy Agency in what its
director warned could
deal a fatal blow to the nu-
clear accord.

Sri Lanka hikes fuel prices as filling stations go dry
Colombo, June 26 (PTI):

Crisis-hit Sri Lanka has
hiked petrol price by LKR
50 and diesel by LKR 60 re-
spectively, the third price
revision in over two
months, as the country
continues to reel under the
worst economic crisis in
decades due to a crippling
shortage of foreign ex-
change reserves.

The price hike has come
into effect from 2 am on
Sunday, state-owned fuel
retailer Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation (CPC) an-
nounced.

Lanka IOC has also
hiked prices by the same
proportion.

The last fuel price hike
was announced on May 24,
which saw petrol and
diesel prices being raised
by 24 per cent and 38 per
cent respectively.

This is third fuel price
revision being enforced in

the island nation since
April 19.

From Sunday, petrol will
cost LKR 470 per litre and
diesel LKR 460 per litre.

The move comes after
CPC informed the Sri
Lankan government on

Saturday that there would
be a delay in the arrival of
fuel shipments due to
banking and logistical rea-
sons. Regret to inform that
CPC has informed me that
the suppliers that had con-
firmed petrol, diesel and
crude oil shipments to ar-
rive earlier this week and
next week has communi-
cated the inability to fulfill
the deliveries on time for
banking and logistical rea-
sons, Sri Lanka’s Power
and Energy Minister
Kanchana Wijesekera
tweeted on Saturday.

The minister said that
until the next shipments
arrive, priority would be
given in diverting the ex-

isting stocks to public
transport, power genera-
tion and industries, while
diesel and petrol would be
distributed at limited fill-
ing stations throughout
next week.

Wijesekera requested
citizens not to line up for
fuel and announced the
closure of refinery opera-
tions till the arrival of the
next shipment of crude.
Sri Lanka is facing a se-
vere forex crisis which has
forced the country of 22
million to declare a default
of its international debt in
April, becoming the first
Asia-Pacific country in
decades to default on for-
eign debt.

Russia strikes Kyiv as troops 
consolidate gains in the east

Kyiv, Jun 26 (AP):

Russia attacked the
Ukrainian capital in the
early hours of Sunday
morning, striking at least
two residential buildings,
Kyiv Mayor Vitali
Klitschko said, as else-
where Russian troops con-
solidated their gains in the
east.

Associated Press jour-
nalists in Kyiv saw rescue
services battling flames
and rescuing civilians.
Klitschko said two people
were hospitalized with in-
juries.

Ukraine Member of
Parliament Oleksiy
Goncharenko wrote on the
Telegram messaging app
that according to prelim
data 14 missiles were
launched against Kyiv re-
gion and Kyiv.

Before Sunday’s early
morning attack, Kyiv had
not faced any such
Russian airstrikes since
June 5.

Meanwhile, Russian
forces have been seeking
to swallow up the last re-

maining Ukrainian
stronghold in the eastern
Luhansk region, pressing
their momentum after tak-
ing full control Saturday of
the charred ruins of
Sievierodonetsk and the
chemical plant where hun-
dreds of Ukrainian troops
and civilians had been
holed up.

On Saturday, Russia also
launched dozens of mis-
siles on several areas
across the country far
from the heart of the east-

ern battles.
Some of the missiles

were fired from Russian
long-range Tu-22 bombers
deployed from Belarus for
the first time, Ukraine’s
air command said.

The bombardment pre-
ceded a meeting between
Russian President
Vladimir Putin and
Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko,
during which Putin an-
nounced that Russia
planned to supply Belarus

with the Iskander-M mis-
sile system.

Russian Defense
Ministry spokesman Igor
Konashenkov said late
Saturday that Russian and
Moscow-backed separatist
forces now control
Sievierodonetsk and the
villages surrounding it.

He said the attempt by
Ukrainian forces to turn
the Azot plant into a stub-
born center of resistance
had been thwarted.

Serhiy Haidai, the gov-
ernor of the Luhansk
province, said Friday that
Ukrainian troops were re-
treating from
Sievierodonetsk after
weeks of bombardment
and house-to-house fight-
ing.

He confirmed Saturday
that the city had fallen to
Russian and separatist
fighters, who he said were
now trying to blockade the
neighbouring city of
Lysychansk from the
south.

The city lies across the
river just to the west of
Sievierodonetsk.

Chinese fans pay rich tributes to China’s legendary
Indian classical dancer Zhang Jun

Beijing, Jun 26 (PTI):

The India-China fric-
tions took a backseat for a
while here as a large num-
ber of Chinese flocked to
a scintillating show of
Indian classical dance
performances to pay emo-
tional tribute to Zhang
Jun, China’s legendary

dancer of
Bharatanatyam, Kathak
and Odissi.

Tired of COVID lock-
downs and other restric-
tions in Beijing, over 300
Chinese fans of Zhang
thronged the Asia
Infrastructure Investment
Bank (AIIB) auditorium
on Friday night to watch

sterling performances
from young Chinese chil-
dren as well as highly tal-
ented professionals who
devoted their lives prac-
ticing and performing
Indian classical dance
forms in this country.

It was a dream come
true for Jin Shan Shan,
Zhang’s ardent student

and widely acclaimed
Bharatanatyam dancer
both in India and China
who took to her Guru’s
footsteps and devoted her
life in popularising the
Indian classical art form.

The audience included
India’s Ambassador to
China Pradeep Kumar
Rawat and former Vice
Minister of Finance of
China and President of
AIIB Jin Liqun who lusti-
ly cheered the meticulous-
ly performed dances to
the classical Tamil and
Hindi music.

Zhang Jun (1933-2012)
has inspired generations
of Chinese and Indians
with her relentless pas-
sion to learn
Bharatanatyam, Kathak
and Odissi and make
them popular in China.

Encouraged by the then
Chinese premier Zhu
Enlai at the height of
India-China bonhomie,
she first visited India in
the early 1950s during
which she was captivated
by the Indian dance and
art forms.

Spain urges NATO to
watch its southern flank
Barcelona, Jun 26 (AP):

While Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine is certain to
dominate an upcoming
NATO summit in Madrid,
Spain and other member
nations are quietly push-
ing the Western alliance to
consider how mercenaries
aligned with Russian
President Vladimir Putin
are spreading Moscow’s
influence to Africa.

As the host of the sum-
mit taking place from
Tuesday to Thursday,
Spain wants to emphasise
its proximity to Africa as
it lobbies for a greater
focus on Europe’s south-
ern flank in a new docu-
ment outlining NATO’s vi-
sion of its security chal-
lenges and tasks.

The Strategic Concept is
NATO’s most important
working document after
the North Atlantic Treaty
of 1949, which contained
the key provision holding
that an attack on one
member is viewed as an at-

tack upon all.
The security assessment

is updated roughly every
decade to reset the West’s
security agenda.

The current version, ap-
proved in Lisbon in 2010,
stated the risk of a conven-
tional war on NATO terri-
tory was low.

It did not explicitly men-
tion concerns about insta-
bility in Africa. At the
time, the alliance viewed
apathy as its biggest mili-
tary threat; U.S. com-
plaints that some
European members were
not paying their due fea-
tured heavily in summit
talks. Fast forward a dozen
years, and the view looks
very different from NATO
headquarters in Brussels.

After Russia brought
war close to NATO’s east-
ern borders, the alliance
has worked to provide
Ukraine with an assort-
ment of more powerful
weapons and to avoid the
very real risk of getting
drawn into the fighting.

Students and admirers of Zhang Jun perform at a special show to pay tribute to her, in
Beijing. Jun was a Chinese dancer who devoted her life performing and teaching Indian
classical dance forms Bharathanatyam, Kathak and Odissi in China.

A photograph shows a crater filled with water caused by
Russian missiles at a nursery school in Kyiv on June 26,
amid Russian invasion of Ukraine. 

Istanbul, Jun 25 (AP):

Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has
told Sweden’s prime min-
ister that he has not seen
any tangible moves to ad-
dress Turkey’s concerns
about her country joining
NATO, Erdogan’s office
said on Saturday.

Erdogan called in a
phone conversation with
Prime Minister
Magdalena Andersson for
binding commitments
from Sweden, as well as a
concrete change of atti-
tude in the country’s ap-
proach to fighting terror-
ism.

He added that Turkey

had not seen any tangible
initiative from Sweden
that would alleviate
Turkey’s concerns at this
point about the Nordic na-
tion’s request to become a
NATO member, the presi-
dent’s communications di-
rectorate said in a state-
ment. Sweden and Finland

applied to join the Western
military alliance in May
following Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine.

Turkey, which is a
NATO member, has so far
blocked the applications,
citing what Ankara con-
siders to be a soft approach
to organisations such as
the Kurdistan Workers’
Party, or PKK. The PKK
has waged a 38-year insur-
gency against Turkey that
has left tens of thousands
dead. Turkey is demand-
ing that Sweden and
Finland grant extradition
requests for individuals
who are wanted in Turkey.
Ankara claims the coun-
tries are harbouring PKK

members as well people it
says are linked to a failed
2016 coup.

Turkey also wants as-
surances that arms re-
strictions imposed by the
two countries over
Turkey’s 2019 military in-
cursion into northern
Syria will be removed.

Finland and Sweden’s
membership requests and
Turkey’s objections are ex-
pected to be a central
theme at a June 28-30
NATO summit in Madrid.

Erdogan earlier reiterat-
ed Turkey’s demands in a
phone call with NATO
Secretary-General Jens
Stoltenberg, the presiden-
cy said.

Turkish president: Sweden hasn’t
alleviated NATO concerns

MODI promised one-rank-
o n e - p e n s i o n

(OROP) to the armed forces person-
nel in his quest to capture Delhi in
2014. After  eight years all he has
ended up giving is no-rank-no-pen-
sion (NRNP). He has administered
another rude shock to the Indian
armed forces by launching the
‘Agnipath’ scheme of recruiting
46,000 soldiers for a short period of
4 years. The maverick policy thrust
down the institution's throat has left
the armed forces leadership in a
state of stupor and sent shock
waves through rural India. The
youth are up in arms at the govern-
ment's highhandedness in first can-
celling the recruitment and then
making the military service unat-
tractive, by withdrawing the job se-
curity and post retirement pensions. 

On an average the army has been
recruiting around 50,000 men every
year since 2015. The process of re-
cruitment in the army was expedi-
ently stopped in 2020 using the pre-
text of Covid-19 pandemic.
However, during this period the
naval and air force continued to en-
list sailors and airmen.  In the cur-
rent year, under the Agnipath
scheme only 40,000 would join the
Army, leading to massive shortfalls
at the unit level. The Air Force and
Indian Navy will get 3,000 Agniveers
each. “We know best and you don’t
understand’ approach, a hallmark of
the Modi government is once again
displayed in defence of an indefen-
sible policy. A similar approach was
adopted to tackle the backlash after

announcing the lopsided policies
like the demonetisation, GST and
farm laws. Such audacity and arro-
gance first destroyed jobs in the
small and medium scale sectors and
now Modi is hell bent on destroying
the armed forces, the best perform-
ing institution in the country today.

The government is trying to hard-
sell the scheme through massive
media campaigns but the unem-
ployed youth of the country remains
unconvinced about its motives and
intentions in pushing the scheme.
There is utter confusion in the gov-
ernment as the youth, across the
country, are out on streets protest-
ing against the government's deci-
sion to suck jobs and social security
provisions in an era of high inflation
and rising unemployment.   One arm
of the government is busy contra-
dicting the other. A few serving ad-
mirals, generals and air marshals
have been deployed by the govern-
ment PR machinery to sell the
scheme, but the arguments put
forth by them in defence of
Agnipath are at best flimsy and il-
logical. 

A serving general says, in a press
conference, that downsizing the
armed forces is a long pending re-
form and the service have been con-
templating a leaner profile since
1984. While the ministry of defence
(MoD) says that the number of vol-
unteers being recruited under the
scheme would rise from 46,000 vol-
unteers in each of the first four
years, to 90,000 volunteers in the
fifth year, and to 125,000 in the sixth
year. Some say that this would help
the armed forces save money which
could be better utilised for moderni-
sation, a euphemism for fattening
the coffers of western military-in-
dustrial complex and the new-born
private defence industry in the
country.  Others in the establish-
ment claim that the scheme is not
designed to prune pay and pension
bills, it is only to make the forces
look youthful by reducing the aver-
age age of a jawan from 32 to 26.
This is a specious argument be-

cause a 32-year-old person is by no
stretch of imagination unfit to per-
form military duties. Virat Kohli is
33-years-old and is at the peak of his
fitness. A military training program
and routine that cannot keep a sol-
dier fit in his/her early 30s needs to
be scrapped.

The challenge before the armed
forces is optimal utilisation of
sailors, airmen and jawans trained
under a fast-track structure, some-
thing akin to the “Rapidex English
speaking course”. Many have ex-
pressed the fear that  ‘Agniveers’
could prove to be an operational
hazard in a challenging environ-
ment. The commanding officers of
the units and formations would be
wary of using the ‘Agniveers’ to
maintain and operate the state-of
the art equipment. Therefore,
‘Agniveers’ utilisation for critical op-
erations or even for manning critical
posts will remain limited. In all likeli-
hood, the Agniveers would end up
doing sundry jobs in the forces. For
example, in a warship, throughout
the 4-year tenure (of which one year
would go in annual leave) an
Agniveer would at best be employed
for lookout duties, or for basic sea-
manship duties like painting and
chipping of the deck. The captain of
the ship would think twice before
handing over the ship’s wheel to an
Agniveer. Such apprehensions will
not only hamper the professional
growth of a young person but would
also put extra strain on the trained
manpower engaged in operating the
warship or an airplane.

The defenders of ‘Agnipath’ argue
that since the nature of warfare is
changing and disruptive technolo-
gies like drones and Internet of
things (IoT) are going to be increas-
ingly used in the services therefore
it is imperative to have a small
teeth-to-tail ratio. On the other
hand, the government is claiming
that after completing four years the
Agniveers would either be absorbed
in central para military forces or big
industry. If new age technologies
are going to reduce jobs in the mili-

tary then how does one expect them
to grow in the civilian sector?
Agnipath is also an assault on unit
cohesion within the army. A unit will
now have two sets of jawans one
with pension and the other without
it. The jawan serving for 15-years
will enjoy 90-days leave in a year, on
the other hand, Angniveer would be
entitled to just 30-days of annual
leave.

The person below the officer rank
(PBORs) basically hail from poor
rural backgrounds. The 15-year pen-
sionable service not only helped the
jawan but also contributed im-
mensely to the rural economy. A
PBOR’s child got the best urban ed-
ucation facilities in the schools and
professional colleges run by the
armed forces, which in turn ensured
upward social mobility for poor fam-
ilies. The government’s decision to
splinter the armed forces communi-
ty  and its withdrawal of support to
rural India will adversely impact the
social structures in the long run.
Under whose pressure is the gov-
ernment introducing Agniveers’? If
the pressure is financial the govern-
ment could reduce expenditure in
many areas before targeting the
most revered institution of the state.
But the Modi government has no
such inclination because it repre-
sents the rich classes that hate pen-
sions and the very idea of social se-
curity. Modi is not just committed to
a frontal attack on social security
but to a broader privatisation agen-
da that sounds the death knell for
the national forces.   

Most Indians love social security,
the rich don’t. And the Modi govern-
ment that represents the rich class-
es hates pensions. Modi's policies
are enfeebling the Indian State by
making private corporations con-
sume not only  the capital budget
but also a large chunk of the de-
fence revenue budget. It is the
fruition of this very idea for which
Modi is aiming. And this premeditat-
ed design is the cause of the collec-
tive trauma experienced by the
armed forces today.
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Hearing loss 
A recent report by World

Health Organization has ex-
pressed serious concern over
the increasing number of peo-
ple who are suffering from
hearing loss. One in every four
individuals, or around 2.5 bil-
lion people, across the world,
will experience mild-to-pro-
found hearing loss by 2050. It is
estimated that at least 700 mil-
lion people will suffer from dis-
abling hearing loss and require
ear and hearing care in the
coming thirty years. WHO de-
fines disabling hearing loss as
greater than 40 decibels loss in
adults, and greater than 30
decibels in children. Exposure
to excessive noise was cited by
the first World Report on hear-
ing as one of the reasons for
the disability. Genetic causes,
complications at birth, certain
infectious diseases, chronic ear
infections, the use of particular
drugs and ageing are the other
factors mentioned by WHO. It
is also mentionable that a large
number of young generations
fall victim to hearing loss due
to the use of headphones at a
larger level. Many of the caus-
es that lead to hearing loss can
be avoided through awareness
programmes, public health
strategies and clinical interven-
tions implemented across the
life course. Avoiding exposure
to loud sounds and toxic medi-
cines can save our nation from
a deaf generation.

HHaarrsshhaa  MMoohhaann  SSaarrmmaa,,  NNaallbbaarrii

A sight to behold
India is at present under the

ablest leadership of Narendra
Modi, the PM. During his
tenure, our country has be-
come a leading nation around
the globe and has made its
presence felt in an internation-
al forum, health, defence pro-
duction, sports etc. But sadly
because of a few corrupt, anti-
national and religious zealots
with extra-territorial loyalty,
partly because of our porous
constitution and judiciary we
feel as if we are a divided
house. Take for example the
DMK leaders for their narrow
political gain have raised the
issue of language and some re-
ligious zealots have been rais-
ing the issue of religion to
wage a civil-war-like situation
in the country.

The only silver lining is our
Bravehearts and sportsmen
who are standing shoulder
below our tricolour before en-
countering their adversaries.
These Bravehearts from
Kashmir to Kerala, Assam to
Gujrat singing our national an-
them with their hands on the
chest and singing their heart
out to bring laurels to our na-
tion unlike some secular forces
who are refusing to hoist the
tricolour and sing 'Vande
Mataram'. The roles of our
Bravehearts and sportsmen as
seen through the camera lens-
es are a sight to behold. Our
sportsmen and Bravehearts
unite the nation while our
politicians divide the nation. It
is true as daylight. 

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,
GGuuwwaahhaattii..

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

I n one of the worst episodes of flooding in India’s ecologically crit-
ical Northeastern region, five states -- Assam, Meghalaya,

Tripura, Nagaland, and Arunachal Pradesh -- have been badly affected.
The deluge and landslides have killed at least 100 people, displaced
thousands, affected livelihoods, destroyed properties and expensive in-
frastructure worth crores, and inundated national parks and wildlife
sanctuaries. Excessive rainfall and flooding in the Northeast have also
inundated vast stretches of Bangladesh, with troops deployed to evacu-
ate stranded people. Officials in Assam said 30 districts had been affect-
ed by the floods, causing massive damage to its infrastructure -- a geo-
graphical sweep described as unprecedented by experts. The floods in
Assam have, on last count, affected 5.5 million people. The extreme
rainfall can be attributed to warming temperatures. Adverse impacts of
climate changeinduced extreme weather have been exacerbated by de-
forestation, unregulated or poorly regulated construction, hill-cutting
and riverbed mining, all prevalent in the eastern state. It is imperative
that both central and state governments mainstream climatechange im-
pacts in their development and economic choices. Governments must
step up efforts to reduce and regulate emissions from human activities,
increase programmes to help people adapt to climate impacts, improve
resilience, and implement robust disaster management and recovery
plans. Improving governance structures is critical to minimising and
mitigating climate impacts. Rainfall in the pre-monsoon March-May pe-
riod this year was 62% above normal and 109% excess in the first 12
days of June. The sustained pre-monsoon extreme rainfall tested the ca-
pacity of the Assam administration, which was unable to provide ade-
quate support as only 7% of districts had updated disaster management
plans. Flows of disaster-related relief and recovery have to improve. The
Assam government, with central support, must implement policy
geared to reduce and mitigate human activities that increase vulnerabil-
ity without adversely impacting livelihoods. It must implement plans to
help populations adapt to the climate impacts, such as better river and
overflow management. Nearly 300 embankments across 20 districts
were breached resulting in the flooding of some 6,000 villages in Assam.
Without proper planning, sustained economic and non-economic losses
will mount, undermining development gains and human well-being.
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has reportedly said that
once the waters recede, the government will find a permanent solution
to the state’s flood problem. Similar statements have been made before,
including in 2020, by then CM Sarbananda Sonowal. But words have
rarely been matched by action. While Assam, the worst affected state,
is one of the most flood-prone in India due to its intricate network of
rivers and their tributaries, scientists say this year’s event shows the ir-
refutable footprint of the climate crisis. Studies have shown that the
Himalayan region’s rainfall patterns have been changing, leading to un-
predictable weather. The India Meteorological Department (IMD) has
said that the moisture convergence with Bay of Bengal winds was high
since the Southwest Monsoon entered the Northeast. The abundance of
moisture heated the eastern Himalayas, bringing heavy to extremely
heavy rainfall during the first half of June. In neighbouring Meghalaya,
the towns of Cherrapunji and Mawsynram also recorded high levels of
monsoon rainfall. The latter recorded 40 inches of rainfall in 24 hours,
the wettest June day since 1966. Several areas have been severely rav-
aged by floods and landslides, killing dozens of people, displacing thou-
sands and paralysing large cities like Guwahati and Agartala.

Excessive rainfall,
floods in Northeast
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Tripura Chief Minister Manik Saha flashes victory sign after his lead during the counting of votes of the Tripura
Assembly by-elections, outside a counting centre in Agartala, Sunday, June 26.

‘Agnipath’ a Frontal Attack on Rural India
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B rijRama Palace in
Varanasi has been

recommended by the
MICHELIN Guide's
Tablet hotels experts. The
Palace, an integral part of
Brij Hotels' collection of
boutique luxury proper-
ties in India, has made it
to the latest list for 2022,
which includes some of
the world's most iconic
properties and accommo-
dations.

BrijRama Palace, a 210-year-old
palace on the banks of the Ganga at
the Darbhanga Ghat, is one of the
city's oldest landmarks. The palace
was built in the 18th century as the
residence of the former Maharaja
of Nagpur, and it is frequently
praised for its striking architecture
as well as its one-of-a-kind experien-
tial stay. Tablet Hotels recently com-
piled a list of some of the most mag-
nificent accommodations from
around the world that were once
forts or watch towers.

It is an excellent resource for lo-

cating and booking the world's best
and most extraordinary hotels.
BrijRama Palace was reviewed by
Tablet Hotels experts and was
deemed worthy of this prestigious
award. The MICHELIN Guide, the
hotel experts at The MICHELIN
Guide, offer a curated selection of
hotels, as well as visibility and
recognition for distinctive hotels
around the world, and Tablet
Hotels, the hotel experts at The
MICHELIN Guide, offer a curated
selection of hotels, as well as visi-
bility and recognition for distinc-
tive hotels around the world.

F ive major planets
in our solar system

are lined up in a row for a
rare planetary conjunction
visible with the naked eye.
In a clear sky, Mercury,
Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and
Saturn can be seen shining
before dawn. It's a special
opportunity to see
Mercury, which is usually obscured from
view by the Sun's bright light. The con-
junction was brightest on Friday morning
but will remain visible until Monday from
most parts of the world. The last time this
conjunction happened was 2004 and it
won't be seen again until 2040. The planets
appear "like a string of pearls spread out
from close to the horizon", explains space
scientist and chief stargazer at the Society
for Popular Astronomy Prof Lucie Green.
It is also a special event because the plan-
ets appear in the order they are positioned
from the sun. That isn't always the case for
planetary conjunctions because of our
perspective from Earth looking into the
solar system, Prof Green says.

On Friday a crescent Moon also joined
the line-up, appearing between Venus
and Mars. The northern hemisphere, in-
cluding the UK, can get the best views be-

tween 45 and 90 minutes before sunrise.
Look eastwards and very close to the
horizon, ideally from a high spot like a
hill. Large buildings or trees will obscure
the view. You'll need to rise early, because
as soon as the sun comes up it will wash
out the sky, obscuring the planets.

But they can be seen with the naked
eye - Prof Green advises sky-gazers not to
use equipment like binoculars or tele-
scopes because of the risk of looking di-
rectly into the Sun. Start by looking for
the planet furthest away, which is Saturn.
Then count back through the planets
until you find Venus, which is usually
very bright. The final planet in the line-
up should then be Mercury. Prof Green
says it took her many years to see it be-
cause it's a hard planet to spot. "It is very
satisfying if you can see this faint twin-
kling planet," she says.

A 210-year-old palace on the 
banks of the Ganga gets 
MICHELIN Guide’s vote

5 planets line up in rare 
planetary conjunction

I n the largest global review by WHO so far, nearly one in eight
people have been found suffering with mental disorders while

this ratio is one in seven for teenagers. The common conditions, such as
depression and anxiety have even gone up by over 25 per cent during
the first year of the COVID-19 crisis in 2020. The most vulnerable age
group is 15-19, which suffers all sorts of mental disorders, which is a
matter of great concern. The frightening data has triggered even WHO
warning that has urged countries to get to grips with worsening condi-
tion in a backdrop in which a majority of the patients do not have access
to any help or treatment. The World Mental Health report data shows
that 13 per cent of the global population suffers from mental disorders.
Females with 13.5 per cent suffer more than males with 12.5 per cent.
Anxiety disorders are most common (4 per cent) followed by depressive
disorders (3.8 per cent), developmental disorder (idiopathic) (1.5 per
cent) and attention-deficity/ hyper-activity disorder 1.1 per cent. All
other mental disorders are below one per cent. Females need more at-
tention than males. While 3 per cent males suffer from depressive disor-
ders it is 50 per cent higher for females at 4.5 per cent. Anxiety disorder
is even worse for female at 5 per cent compared to 3 per cent in males.
Mental disorders are found even among 3 per cent of children less than
five years of age. Anxiety disorders are found in 0.1 per cent of them,
autism spectrum disorders in 0.5, attention-deficit hyper-activity disor-
der 0.2, and developmental disorder (idiopathic) among 2.2 per cent. Not
other mental disorders were reported among this group of children.
During 5-9 years of age, depressive disorders begin though at very low
level of 0.1 per cent. All other mental disorders found in earlier age group
aggravates and overall percentage of patients more than doubles at 7.6
per cent. Anxiety disorder sharply rises from 0.1 to 1.5 per cent and at-
tention-deficit/ hyper-activity disorder from 0.2 to 2.4 per cent. Conduct
disorders is noticed in a big way at 1.1 per cent for the first time which
was absent in early phase of life. Mental disorders get even worse in the
next age group of 10-14 and exceed the average prevalence of 13 per
cent to increased level of 13.5 per cent. It also remains above the aver-
age in all age groups later. Bipolar disorder and eating disorders, which
are absent in earlier age, is found for the first time in this age group.
Anxiety disorders even more than doubles to 3.6 per cent compared to
the earlier age group while conduct disorders become most aggravated
from 1.1 to 3.6 per cent. In the next age group of 15-19, all sorts of men-
tal disorders are found which increases from 13.5 in previous age group
to 14.7 per cent. Most alarming is the entry of Schizophrenia in the age
group, and anxiety disorder rises sharply from 3.6 to 4.6 per cent, and
depressive disorders from 1.1 to 2.8 per cent. However, attention-deficit/
hyperactivity disorder recedes from 3.1 to 2.4 per cent and conduct dis-
order from 3.6 to 2.1 per cent. Schizophrenia gets introduced in this age
group increases with higher age groups until the age of 49, and then re-
mains stagnate at 0.5 per cent until the age of 69 only to retreat to 0.2
per cent beyond 70 years of age. The age group of 20-24 are little less
turbulent as far as mental disorders are concerned which recede to 14.1
per cent, but sharply rises again to 14.9 per cent during 25-49 age group,
and remain elevated at little lower level at 14.7 during 50-69 years of age.
In 70 plus people mental disorders substantially decreased to 13.1 per
cent yet above the average 13 per cent for entire population. Conduct
disorder entirely vanishes after 20 years of age and then never reappears
in life.  In this backdrop we need to transform our attitudes, actions, and
approaches to tackle the situation, as WHO Director General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus has rightly said. 

Healthcare system has 
to deal with worsening

mental disorders

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR,  MONDAY, JUNE  27,  2022

BRIEF

IOB 
New Delhi: State-
owned Indian
Overseas Bank (IOB)
is aiming to boost ad-
vances in retail,
MSMEs, corporate
and agricultural
loans during the cur-
rent fiscal year, as the
lender has substan-
tially brought down
the stressed assets on
its balance sheet
through sustained
and targeted efforts.
The outlook of the
Indian banking sector
is seen to be improv-
ing on the back of bet-
ter credit demand and
strong balance sheets,
IOB said in its FY21-22
annual report.

AMCs 
New Delhi: After a
temporary pause,
asset management
companies are gear-
ing up to launch new
mutual fund schemes
from the next month
as capital markets
regulator Sebi's
three-month ban on
the introduction of
new fund offerings
nears its end.
Moreover, asset man-
agement companies
(AMCs) have a line-
up of passive funds
on the fixed income
and equity side as
well as selective
launches in certain
categories to fill
product gaps.

PLI scheme
Coimbatore:

Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on
Saturday said the
government is con-
sidering to roll out
the production-linked
incentive (PLI)
scheme for the appar-
el sector to boost do-
mestic manufactur-
ing and exports. He
said that discussions
on the same are un-
derway between the
textiles ministry, the
department for pro-
motion of industry
and internal trade
(DPIIT) and Niti
Aayog.

Ease of doing
business

New Delhi: The
commerce and in-
dustry ministry is
expected to release
on Thursday the
ranking of states
and Union
Territories (UTs) in
terms of ease of
doing business, ac-
cording to an offi-
cial. "It has been de-
cided to release the
assessment of
states/UTs under
BRAP (Business
Reforms Action
Plan), 2020, on June
30 by Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman," the of-
ficial said. The exer-
cise is aimed at trig-
gering competition
among states to im-
prove the business
climate to attract do-
mestic and global in-
vestors.

ASICS 
New Delhi:

Japanese sports-
wear major ASICS
expects online chan-
nel to account for 50
per cent of its total
sales in India in the
next two-three years
with consumers opt-
ing for more digital
purchases due to the
pandemic, accord-
ing to a senior com-
pany official. At the
same time, ASICS
India, the company's
arm, is also acceler-
ating expansion of
its physical retail
stores to tap into the
growth potential in
the country.

FOUNDATION STONE LAYING CEREMONY

Union Minister of Heavy Industries Mahendra Nath Pandey during the foundation
stone laying ceremony of Toyota Technical Training Institute, at Bidadi industrial area,
in Bengaluru, Sunday.

Pune, Jun 26 (PTI):

The media and enter-
tainment ecosystem is a
sunrise sector, which is ex-
pected to generate Rs 4
lakh crore annually by
2025 and grow to Rs 7.5
lakh crore by 2030, Union
minister Anurag Singh
Thakur said here in
Sunday.

The Minister for
Information and
Broadcasting also said
that the rapidly expanding
digital infrastructure in
the country and the ongo-
ing advancements taking
place in the AVGC (anima-
tion, visual effects, gaming
and comics) sector have
the potential to make India
the preferred post-produc-
tion hub of the media and
entertainment industry.

He was delivering the
key-note address at the
National Conference on
'Changing Landscape of
Media and Entertainment
2022' organised by the
Symbiosis Skill and
Professional University in
Pune.

"The media and enter-

tainment ecosystem is a
sunrise sector, which is ex-
pected to generate Rs 4
lakh crore annually by
2025 and reach USD 100 bil-
lion or Rs 7.5 lakh crore in-
dustry by 2030. The gov-
ernment has designated
audio-visual services as
one of the 12 Champion

Service Sectors and an-
nounced key policy meas-
ures aimed at nurturing
sustained growth," he
said. "Many job roles have
emerged in the field - video
editing, colour grading, vi-
sual effects (VFX), sound
design, rotoscoping, 3-D
modeling, etc. Each job
role in this sector requires
a specific set of skills and
competencies. It is impera-
tive for the industry and
academia to come together
and design programmes
relevant to the needs of
this sector," Thakur added.

The government is also
exploring new partner-
ships with the private sec-
tor to ensure Indian stu-
dents are in tune with the
upcoming technology
trends in the sector, the
minister said.

Media and entertainment industry
expected to generate Rs 7.5 lakh
crore annually by 2030: Thakur

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI):

The indigenous 5G tech-
nology developed by the
TCS-CDoT-led consortium
has the potential to win
global deals as people the
world over are looking for
trusted telecom solutions
and no country can match
the level of trust India can
bring in, Telecom and IT
Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw has said.

While sharing the gov-
ernment plans to deploy
1.25 lakh mobile sites in
the BSNL network based
on indigenously developed
technology gears,
Vaishnaw in an interview

with PTI expressed con-
cern over the shortage of
semiconductors and said
the first project proposal
for the high-tech electron-
ic chips will be approved
in coming few months this
year.

"We are very rapidly
progressing on developing
our own 5G technology
stack. There is a huge in-
terest among the whole

world community in hav-
ing a good trusted and af-
fordable technology
source for telecom because
telecom is today the pri-
mary consumption point
for all digital services.
People want a trusted tele-
com solution. And as you
know, the trust which
India can bring, no other
country can match,"
Vaishnaw said.

Several countries led by
the US and European na-
tions have blocked 5G tele-
com gear from Chinese
companies. India too has
set up a process for ap-
proving trusted telecom
gears in local networks.

The minister said that
the indigenous 4G technol-
ogy stack, developed re-
cently, is now mature, scal-
able and can be deployed
over more than one lakh
towers. "Billions of simul-
taneous calls have been
done on it to test its
ruggedness. Our target is
to deploy over about 1.25
lakh towers in the coming
few months. 2G and 3G
equipment have to be re-
placed by 4G. The only
challenge is semiconduc-
tor chips that go in radios,"
Vaishnaw said.

India can bring trusted 
solutions for world: Vaishnaw
̈ First semiconductor

project approval 
this year

Coimbatore, Jun 26 (PTI):

India's economy has
grown due to its trustwor-
thiness, decisive leadership
and democratic structure
favouring transparency at
all levels, Union
Commerce, Industry and
Textile Minister Piyush
Goyal has said.

The country, which is
now a USD 3 trillion econo-
my, has announced a stable
policy framework and re-
spected every investment
made across sectors, Goyal
said during an exclusive in-
teraction meeting with
members of CII in associa-
tion with the Department
for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT),
Government of India and
Invest India organised here
on Saturday evening.

Members from the tex-
tile, light engineering and

ICT sectors participated in
the meeting. Stating that
DPIIT reforms are empow-
ering Indian industries to
bring about global growth,
Goyal said the importance
of launching the ONDC
network (Open Network for
Digital Commerce) has the
potential to break barriers
by enabling and empower-
ing customers to engage
with sellers of their choice
seamlessly.

Goyal said current e-
commerce platforms were
restrictive and favour prod-
ucts of the platform devel-

opers' choice but through
ONDC, MSMEs and start-
ups can harness opportuni-
ties provided by digital ad-
vancement in connecting
with their costumers, an of-
ficial release said here on
Sunday.

Suggestions on impor-
tance of diversification and
expansion to advanced
economies like Japan for
textiles was a welcome step
and the ministry will sup-
port this endeavour, the
Union minister said.

He assured to resolve
representations on inte-
grating multiple accredita-
tions necessitated for the
pump industry within a
few days and assured that
all the suggestions provid-
ed by the sectoral represen-
tatives will be duly consid-
ered and wherever possible
will be resolved in a
month's time.

Trustworthiness, decisive leadership
has led to India’s growth: Piyush Goyal

Mumbai, June 26: 

ICICI Prudential Life
Insurance, India’s largest pri-
vate life insurer in terms of
new business sum assured,
has declared an annual bonus
of ` 968.8 crore for FY2022 to
all eligible participating policy-
holders. This is the 16th con-
secutive year of bonus pay-
ment and also the highest ever
by the Company till date,
exceeding the FY2021 bonus
by 12%.
All participating policies in-
force as of March 31, 2022 are
eligible to receive this annual
bonus, which will be added to
the policyholders’ benefits.
Almost a million participating
policyholders will benefit from
this, taking them closer to
achieving their long-term

financial goals.
The range of innovative partic-
ipating products offered by
ICICI Prudential Life Insurance
provide customers both com-
fort of capital guarantee and
growth in the form of declared
bonuses. It also provides
financial security to the family
by way of a life cover.
Strong fund management
capabilities coupled with
robust risk management prac-
tices have enabled the
Company to consistently
reward participating policy-
holders with a higher bonus
than what was shown in the
benefit illustration at the time
of purchase. This showcases
the efficacy of participating
products in enabling cus-
tomers to achieve their finan-
cial goals.

ICICI announces
record annual bonus 

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI):

IT services firm Infosys
gave capital return of over
Rs 24,100 crore (about USD
3.1 billion) in 2021-22 with a
total dividend of Rs 31 per
share along with share buy-
back of over Rs 11,000 crore,
company's co-founder and
chairman Nandan Nilekani
said on Saturday.

While speaking at the 41st
Annual General Meeting
(AGM) of the company,
Nilekani announced that the
2021-22 fiscal has been a year
of exceptional growth 19.7
per cent in constant curren-
cy bringing in USD 16.3 bil-
lion, which is the fastest
growth that Infosys has
recorded in 11 years. He said
that the company's board

has recommended a final
dividend of Rs 16 per share
which along with the inter-
im dividend of Rs 15 per
share leads to a total divi-
dend of Rs 31 per share in
FY2022. "With this, the com-
pany has announced a total
dividend of approx. Rs 13,000
crore for FY22. Along with
the share buyback of over
Rs 11,000 crore completed in
September, the total capital

return in FY22 is over Rs
24,100 crore," Nilekani said.
He said that the board of di-
rectors has recommended
the reappointment of Salil
Parekh as Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director of Infosys, for a sec-
ond term of five years, from
July 1, 2022, to March 31,
2027. "Salil has delivered in-
dustry-leading performance
for the company, and it is in
the interest of Infosys and
its stakeholders to secure
the continuity and stability
of the current leadership.
Salil brings with him a
proven track record of driv-
ing digital transformation
for enterprises, executing
business turnarounds, and
managing acquisitions suc-
cessfully," Nilekani said.

Infosys gives capital return of over 
Rs 24,100 cr in FY22: Nandan Nilekani

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI):

Foreign investors con-
tinue to desert Indian eq-
uity markets and pulled
out close to Rs 46,000 crore
so far this month following
monetary policy tighten-
ing by the Reserve Bank
and US Federal Reserve,
high oil prices and volatile
rupee.

The net outflow by for-
eign portfolio investors
(FPIs) from equities
reached Rs 2.13 lakh crore
unitll now in 2022, data
with depositories showed.

Given the policy nor-
malisation narrative by
the US Fed and other
major central banks, cou-

pled with high oil prices
and volatile Rupee, FPIs
are likely to stay away
from emerging market as-
sets, Hitesh Jain, Lead
Analyst - Institutional
Equities, Yes Securities,
said.

FPIs inflow will only re-
sume once there is visibili-
ty on the peak of bond
yields in the US and an
end to Fed rate hikes, he
added.

Moreover, FPIs are like-
ly to sell more if the cur-
rent trend of rising dollar
and bond yields persists,
said VK Vijayakumar,
Cheif Investment
Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services.

FPIs’ exodus continues;
pull out Rs 46,000 cr from

Indian equities in Jun so far

MISRATA FREE ZONE

An aerial picture shows a view of loading docks at the port of Libya's northwestern
city of Misrata during a ceremony marking the completion of the first phase of the
Misrata Free Zone infrastructure project.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI):

The government will in-
vite bids from states to sell
electricity generated from
8,000 megawatt (MW) ther-
mal capacities without
PPAs, Power Minister RK
Singh has said.

A total of 8,000 MW of
thermal capacities in
India are without any
power purchase agree-
ments, Singh, who is also
the Minister for New and
Renewable Energy, told
PTI.

Replying to a question
related to capacities with-
out PPAs in India, the min-
ister said, "There are 8,000
MW of capacities which
don't have PPAs in ther-
mal". Sharing the govern-
ment's plan to resolve the

issue, the minister in-
formed that states have
been asked to send their
electricity requirement,
and accordingly bids will
be invited.

"We will aggregate
(their demand) and call on
for bids and based on the
bids, whoever puts in the
lowest bids, PPAs will be
signed. Once PPAs are
signed, they (states) will
get the power," he said.

Govt to invite bids for power
from 8,000 MW thermal
capacities without PPAsNew Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI):

As many as 423 infra-
structure projects, each
entailing an investment of
Rs 150 crore or more, have
been hit by cost overruns
of more than Rs 4.95 lakh
crore, as per a report.

According to Ministry
of Statistics and
P r o g r a m m e
Implementation, which
monitors infrastructure
projects of Rs 150 crore
and above, out of 1,568
projects, 423 reported cost
overruns and as many as
721 projects were delayed.

"Total original cost of
implementation of the
1,568 projects was Rs
21,59,802.67 crore and their
anticipated completion
cost is ...Rs 26,54,818.05
crore, which reflects over-
all cost overruns of Rs
4,95,015.38 crore (22.92 per

cent of original cost)," the
ministry's latest report for
May 2022 said. According
to the report, the expendi-
ture incurred on these
projects till May 2022 is Rs
13,42,535.22 crore, which is
50.57 per cent of the antici-
pated cost of the projects.

However, the number of
delayed projects decreases
to 563 if delay is calculated
on the basis of the latest
schedule of completion.

Further, it showed that
for 569 projects, neither
the year of commissioning
nor the tentative gestation
period has been reported.

Out of the 721 delayed
projects, 113 have overall
delays in the range of 1-12
months, 121 have been de-
layed for 13-24 months, 350
projects for 25-60 months
and 137 projects have been
delayed for 61 months and
above.

423 infra projects show cost
overruns of Rs 4.95 lakh cr

B
ollywood actress Sara Ali
Khan was seen pulling su-
perstar Salman Khan's leg

by calling him "uncle" in a
promo of IIFA Awards 2022,
which will be aired on Saturday
night.

In a clip shared on Colors
channel's Instagram, Sara says
that she wants to launch a
brand. She adds: "Salman uncle
ke saath (with Salman uncle)".
The 'Dabangg' star replies:
"Aapki picture gayi (now your
film is gone)." Sara then says,

"Meri picture kyun gayi (why
so?) Salman replies: "Aapne
sabke samne mujhe uncle bu-
laya (you called me uncle in
front of everyone)."

To which Sara says: "You told
me to call you uncle." Sara and
Salman then dance to 'Tan Tana
Tan Tan'.

Held in Abu Dhabi, the star-
studded event saw several
Bollywood personalities in at-
tendance, including actors Vicky
Kaushal, Shahid Kapoor and
Ananya Panday.

C
ontributor and au-
thor Ottessa
Moshfegh meets

actor and producer Brad
Pitt at his Hollywood Hills
home in a new cover story
for GQ magazine's August
issue. Throughout their
conversations, Pitt is open
and honest about his ca-
reer's future, the various
changes he's made to im-
prove his health, and his
feelings of loneliness. He
also talks about his up-
coming projects, which
include the action come-
dy Bullet Train.

Pitt is a legendary lead-
ing man, Hollywood
power broker, and possi-
bly the greatest heart-
throb of all time.
However, he has recently
appeared onscreen less
frequently and has been
more focused on his role
as a film producer. He
tells GQ that he's trying
to think about what's
next and what kind of
path he wants to take in
the final stages of a pro-
lifically creative career.

"I consider myself on
my last leg, this last se-
mester or trimester," he

says. "What is this sec-
tion gonna be? And
how do I wanna de-
sign that?"

Part of that design
includes his produc-
tion company, Plan B
Entertainment. This
year, Plan B is putting
out Women Talking - an
adaptation of Miriam
Toews's novel about a
group of Mennonite
women who unite against
their rapists - directed by
Sarah Polley.

"It's as profound a film
as anything made this
decade," Pitt remarks.

Like all accomplished
actors, he has become
more picky about which
films he will appear in.

Pitt, on the other hand, is
happy to lend his talents
to an unusual blockbuster
when the timing is right,
especially if there's a per-
sonal connection. Pitt will
star in Bullet Train, an ac-
tion comedy thriller di-
rected by David Leitch,
who previously worked as
Pitt's stunt double in
Fight Club, Troy, and Mr.
& Mrs. Smith. Pitt plays
Ladybug, an assassin on a
train from Tokyo to Kyoto
who has recently recov-
ered from burnout and is
returning to his high-
stakes job with a some-
what erroneous sense of
confidence in his fitness
for duty. "You know, you
do a month of therapy,
you have one epiphany,
and you think you've got it
all figured out, and you're
never going to be forlorn
ever again," Pitt says of
his character. "That was
that. I got this, I'm good to
go!" Pitt also tells GQ
about his mission to im-
prove his health. He ex-
plains that he quit smok-
ing during the pandemic
after offering Moshfegh a
nicotine mint. Although
he initially attempted to
reduce the amount of cig-
arettes he smoked, he re-
alised that simply cutting
back on cigarettes wasn't
going to suffice-he needed
to quit completely.

"I don't have that ability
to do just one or two a
day," he says. "It's not in
my makeup. I'm all in.
And I'm going to drive
into the ground. I've lost
my privileges."

It's only one of several
radical changes he's made
to his health over the past
few years. After Pitt's ex-
wife Angelina Jolie filed
for divorce in 2016, he got
sober and spent a year
and a half attending
Alcoholics Anonymous.

ACROSS

1. Bowling term

6. Morose

10. Poise

14. Director Woody ____

15. "Mona ____"

16. Fairy-tale fiend

17. Slightest

18. Lean against

19. Downpour

20. Savor

21. Mild expletive

22. Crusted desserts

23. Trying experience

25. Kind

26. Reluctant

29. Danson or Koppel

30. Busy place

31. Melon variety

38. Compass dir.

39. In ____ (late with payment)

40. Sunbeam

41. Bosses

43. Gawk

44. Honey producer

45. Concurred

47. One-____ (biased)

50. Stated a viewpoint

53. Revise

54. Graceful bird

55. More recent

59. Well-groomed

60. Rustic hotels

61. Wear away

62. Copenhagen resident

63. Uncivil

64. Brink

65. Arctic transport

66. Disagreement

67. Totaled

DOWN

1. Pretzel seasoning

2. Urgent request

3. What a pity!

4. Make like new

5. Walks in

6. Forest clearing

7. Heavenly scales

8. Normal

9. Actor ____ Damon

10. Underwater weapon

11. Once more

12. Town's announcer

13. Edgy

24. Edict

25. Solidifies

26. Excuse me!

27. Passport endorsement

28. Not odd

29. Plaid

32. Biceps site

33. Previously named

34. Summer shade

35. Encourage

36. Ashen

37. Observed

39. Ancient

42. Assisted a crook

43. Commanded

46. Swiss city

47. Transmits

48. Flawless

49. Keaton or Sawyer

50. Confess (2 wds.)

51. Chinese "bear"

52. Map feature

54. Misters

56. Dictionary entry

57. Border

58. Marsh plant
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There's a somewhat conservative air to
your feelings today, Aquarius. You
might be called on to get serious for a
second and take care of business. This
may not be a bad idea. Believe it or not,
this grounded nature can help you
move into a deeper relationship with
someone special. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

There's a conflicting push-pull aspect at
play that may leave you feeling a bit
unsure of how to proceed, Pisces. On
the one hand, you feel like you want to
plan and get your emotions stabilized so
you can function at full capacity. On the
other hand, there may be something
pulling you into the clouds. This is your
heart talking. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Get your chores done early today so you
have time to play tonight, Aries. Plan a
romantic evening with someone you love,
if possible. Feel free to let your imagination
carry you to a whole new realm of pleas-
ure. Today is a great day to explore more of
your artistic nature and begin to manifest
some of the ideas that have been rattling
around in your head for some time.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

This is an excellent day to tell people
exactly how you feel, Taurus. Your emo-
tions are more stable than usual, so open
up and let your heart speak. What you
learn today will be extremely valuable for
the future, so pay attention. Keep an eye
on what is real, but feel free to let your
heart explore all possibilities. Follow your
emotions and trust your instincts. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today may be tough for you, Gemini. It
might seem like nothing is fitting into
place. Could it be that you're trying to
be someone you aren't? If things aren't
working out, don't press the issue.
You're better off waiting for a time
when you feel more confident about
who you are and where you're going.
Have a cup of tea and relax. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Enjoy yourself today, Cancer. You have a
great deal to be grateful for, so give
thanks. Take pride in all that you've accom-
plished so far and share your joy with oth-
ers. Feel free to let go of the reins and sit
back and get comfortable. You've worked
hard for a reason. If you don't enjoy life
now, when are you going to do it? Take
time to be with loved ones tonight.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today may be one of those days when
you don't know which way to turn, Leo.
You're spinning around, and no direc-
tion looks good to you. For some rea-
son, your engine won't turn off, and
you just keep going in circles. If you
can, stop and take a rest. Walk around
for a while until your head stops spin-
ning. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Romance is coming your way today as
long as you stay levelheaded about the
immediate situation, Virgo. Take care of
menial daily tasks and then let your
heart soar. You'll find that you have a
strong connection to your emotions.
Trust your instincts and feel free to let
your heart take control. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your emotions may be a bit reserved
today, Libra. It's OK to take a break
from the activity and simply lay low.
This is a good time to sit back and
receive. Don't make any sudden
moves. Let the energy of the day take
you where it will. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Family issues play an important role today,
Scorpio. Speak from your heart and tell your
closest relatives how much they really mean
to you. In general, you might feel a bit
reserved with your energy. Don't feel like
you have to make any great strides just now.
It's more a time to enjoy what you've
worked for. Kick back and reap the rewards
of all your hard work.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You may feel some indecision regarding a
loved one today, Sagittarius. Something
could be urging you to act in this depart-
ment, yet you might find that you just want
to lay low. Realize that there's an important
next step that you must take. Think the situ-
ation through before you make a move. In
fact, this day is best spent gathering data. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today is a great day to work on getting
yourself together. Your emotions are sta-
ble, leaving your heart free to soar in the
clouds. Feel free to daydream. Now is a
good time to make plans with a romantic
partner if possible. Solidify your relation-
ship and confirm your commitment to
each other. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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I always felt 
very alone in my

life: Brad Pitt

S
tar Bharat is bring-
ing us a new story
with a beautiful cast

and an iconic revival of
the song Bohot Pyaar
Karte Hain, sung by the
talented singer Kavita
Paudwal. As it happens,
Kavita Paudwal's mother
Anuradha Paudwal sang
the original Bohot Pyaar
Karte Hain song.

Continuing her moth-
er's legacy, Kavita
Paudwal sings the title
track for the show 'Bohot
Pyaar Karte Hai' and does
justice to her mother's
iconic song. Kavita
Paudwal is known for
singing devotional songs,
and her mother
Anuradha Paudwal is
one of the most popular

Indian playback singers.
It is a proud moment for a
mother, no doubt!

Kavita Paudwal is pop-
ular among the youth for
her devotional music and
bhajans. She once ex-
pressed that this is be-

cause young people like
the feeling of being a part
of the community. We
completely agree with
her, and look forward to
her mesmerizing vocals
in the show 'Bohot Pyaar
Karte Hai'.

Kavita Paudwal sings title track
for ‘Bohot Pyaar Karte Hai’

V
eteran actress Neetu
Kapoor, who has been
applauded for her per-

formance in her comeback
film 'Jugjugg Jeeyo', says work-
ing with her son and
Bollywood superstar Ranbir
Kapoor alongside Alia Bhatt
would be her ultimate dream-
come-true.

Asked if she is critical of
Ranbir and her daughter-in-
law Alia's work and Neetu
said: "Well, I do not look at
Ranbir's work as a mother but
as an audience. So yes, I am
critical and have my share of
honest feedback with him. But
it is also true that my son is a
really good actor, there is hard-
ly a bad performance Ranbir
had so far. Even when he acts
in silence (referring to 'Barfi!')
he is wonderful, isn't he? And
no, it is not a mom speaking
but an audience."

She went on adding, "I said it
on Alia's face that I really do
not know what is the next mile-
stone of her performance she
would achieve after what she
delivered in 'Gangubai
Kathiawadi'. I am sure she
will, but for me, it was the ulti-
mate Alia Bhatt performance.
So, as an audience, I am excit-
ed to know how she can break
her own benchmark of per-
formance as an actor!"

While the veteran actress is
choosing to work wisely, she
mentioned how her interest is
more into working with good
directors. "It is important to
collaborate with good direc-
tors, young minds, especially
those who can challenge me to
push my limit as an actress. I
won't mind doing a mother's
role on-screen but if only it is
written with substance if
only it is impacting the nar-

Mother’s Pride: Neetu Kapoor
wants to work with Ranbir and Alia

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s Bade
Acche Lagte Hain 2 is

becoming riveting as more
episodes go by. With Priya
(Disha Parmar) and Ram
(Nakuul Mehta) leading
their lives away from each
other, viewers are appre-
hensive about their re-
union and the day seems
not that far away. In the up-
coming track, fans will
watch Ram and Priya
stuck in an awkward situ-
ation in a lift and both
coming close to each other
for the first-time post sepa-
ration. The upcoming
episodes will see Priya and

Ram come to their respec-
tive offices for work. In
this proximity as both
share their offices in the
same vicinity, they will be
coincidentally seen enter-
ing the lift at the same
time and get stuck because
of technical problems.
Will this technical prob-
lem lead to be a spark of
new romance for #RaYa?

Stay tuned to see how the
story and chemistry re-
vives between your
favourite couple in Bade
Achhe Lagte Hain 2', every
Monday to Friday at
8:00PM only on Sony
Entertainment Television!

Ram and Priya
get stuck in a lift

&TV artists Siddharth
Arora (Mahadev,

Baal Shiv), Himani
Shivpuri (Katori Amma,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
Shubhangi Atre
(Angoori Bhabi, Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai), Pawan
Singh, (Zafar Ali Mirza,
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai?, Aasif Sheikh,
(Vibhuti Narayan
Mishra, Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai) are making the
most of the season by va-
cationing in scenic
mountains, beaches,
desert, etc. and giving us
some major vacation
goals. The actors reveal
how they spent
their recent holi-
days.

S h u b h a n g i
Atre, aka
Angoori Bhabi
in &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai,
shares, “I
keep going
on short
trips to
t h e

mountains to rejuvenate
myself. However, I went
to the Maldives this time
with my daughter and an
old friend. I am a beach
lover who enjoys being

photographed on
crystal clear

waters. The
M a l d i v e s
was the per-
fect escape
with its
turquoise
waters and
s t a r r y

skies”.

TV actors setting
major vacation goals!

Sara Ali Khan calls
Salman Khan ‘uncle’!
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Bengaluru, Jun 26 (PTI):

Madhya Pradesh, not
considered among cricket-
ing elites during the past
decade, on Sunday humbled
domestic powerhouse
Mumbai by six wickets in a
one-sided Ranji Trophy
final under coach
Chandrakant Pandit, who
exorcised the ghosts of los-
ing one at this very ground
23 summers ago.

On the final day, Mumbai
could only manage 269 in
their second innings, leav-
ing MP with a paltry target
of 108, and they did it in
style as Pandit won a record
sixth national title as a
coach.

Sarfaraz Khan (45), who
finished the season with 18
short of 1000 runs and
young Suved Parkar (51)
tried their bit, but with the
need to attack at every op-
portunity, MP's Kumar
Kartikeya (4/98) and the
other bowlers knew that
wickets would come their
way.

While chasing, there
were some hiccups, but
with just over 100 to get, it
was a stroll in the park for

the MP team.
As they completed the

victory, Pandit was flooded
with memories (not happy
ones), which he hasn't been
able to erase for over two
decades and despite win-
ning five trophies as a
coach.

It was here at the
Chinnaswamy Stadium in
the summer of 1999 when
MP, despite a first-innings
lead of 75, failed to win the
game as Pandit, a proud
captain, finished his play-
ing career in tears.

Before the final, he spoke

to PTI about divine inter-
vention and circle of life
and during the five days, sat
in one corner with a white
towel on his lap.

He has again proved to be
an 'Alchemist', after guid-
ing Vidarbha to four tro-
phies (successive Ranji and
Irani Cup), with a team that
didn't have superstars.

The Yash Dubeys,
Himanshu Mantris,
Subham Sharmas, Gourav
Yadavs or Saransh Jains
aren't players who would
give you the feeling that
they are India prospects,

the classy Rajat Patidar
being an exception. But
they gave enough indica-
tion that they aren't ready
to concede even a micro
millimetre without a good
scrap.

They gave the Mumbai
men a lesson in perfect exe-
cution of tactic with dol-
lops of 'Khadoos' cricket,
which many thought was a
patent of the 41-time cham-
pions.

MP's win once again
proved that the Ranji
Trophy is often won by
sides which don't have too

many superstars or India
prospects with ambition or
wherewithal to play top-
flight cricket.

It happened with
Rajasthan when they had
Hrishikesh Kanitkar,
Akash Chopra during their
triumph while Vidarbha
had Wasim Jaffer and
Ganesh Sathish guiding a
bunch of youngsters.

In MP, there was no
Avesh Khan or Venkatesh
Iyer and had only an emerg-
ing potential star in Patidar,
yet they followed Pandit's
'Gurukul' style of 'My Way
or HighWay' coaching phi-
losophy to emerge tri-
umphant.

Since 2010, the Ranji
Trophy, barring
Karnataka's dominance for
a few seasons and Mumbai
winning it once, it has been
won by teams like
Rajasthan (twice),
Vidarbha (twice),
Saurashtra (once) and
Madhya Pradesh, who
would never be in con-
tention in the past.

This shows that cricket
has moved from the Shivaji
Park, Azad Maidan or
Cross Maidan in Mumbai,
from the National Stadium
in Delhi or the state-of-the-
art camps in Bengaluru or
Kolkata, to the hinterlands.

MP create history with
maiden Ranji triumph
̈ Beat Mumbai by

six wickets

Paris, Jun 26 (PTI):

The Indian women's re-
curve team of Deepika
Kumari, Ankita Bhakat
and Simranjeet Kaur set-
tled for a silver medal after
the trio's fairytale run was
halted by Chinese Taipei
in a one-sided final at the
World Cup Stage 3 here on
Sunday.

India concluded their
campaign with one gold
and two silver medals --
two of them coming in the

compound section.
The women's recurve

team, who bagged a lowly
13th seed after the trio
slipped out of top-30 in
their individual qualifica-
tion rounds, failed to make
much of an impact and
lost to Chinese Taipei 5-1
(53-56 56-56 53-56) in
straight sets.

With Rio Olympics team
bronze medallist Lei
Chien-Ying in the line up,
third seed Chinese Taipei
mounted early pressure

with two 10s and four 9s as
India shot a 7 in the first
set that proved to be the
turning point. The Indian
trio bounced back to level
the second set but that was
not enough as it again
slipped in the third set,
while Chinese maintained
their consistency to seal
the gold. Nevertheless it
was a memorable return
for world no. 3 Deepika,
who returned with a team
silver after being sidelined
following her Tokyo
Olympics debacle. But the
tournament was all about
compound archer Jyothi
Surekha Vennam's dream
comeback, who led India's
medal tally with one gold
(mixed team event with
Abhishek Verma) and one
silver (individual) on
Saturday.

The world no. 3 Jyothi
too was snubbed in the
Asian Games trial earlier
this year.

Deepika & Co bag silver
in Archery WC Stage 3

̈ India end with
three medals 

Patiala, Jun 26 (PTI):

It won't be surprising if
diminutive Mirabai Chanu
stands atop the podium,
flashing her radiant smile,
after winning a gold medal
at the Commonwealth
Games on July 30.

After all, she will enter
Birmingham, as title
favourite.

Chanu's personal best is
207kg (88kg+119kg) which
is far better than the best
effort of Nigeria's Stella
Kingsley, who will be her
nearest rival and has man-
aged only 168kg
(72kg+96kg) till date.

Chanu's legend has only
grown since the last edi-
tion of the CWG. She has
added an Olympic silver,
an Asian Championship
bronze and a world record
to her kitty. It is not baffling
when she avowed that she
herself will be her real
competition in
Birmingham and not her
rivals. "CWG will be easy
for me. I will be fighting
with myself," Chanu, who
already has a silver (2014)

and a gold (2018) at CWG,
asserts politely.

"There is not much com-
petition in CWG, but that
doesn't man there is no
competition. I have to give
my best performance keep-
ing in mind the future tour-
naments," she said during
a candid chat at Netaji
Subhas National Institute
of Sports (NIS).

Since there won't be com-
petition, Chanu has bigger
targets in mind. She is
eager to rewrite her own

clean and jerk world record
of 119kg. "I am thinking of
attempting 120kg in the
CWG."

The former world cham-
pion also wants to breach
the much-anticipated 90kg
mark in the snatch section,
which she confesses has be-
come somewhat of a men-
tal block.

"Yes (it has become a
mental block). We have
planned to lift 91kg or 92kg
at the CWG. Hopefully, it
will happen."

Dambulla, Jun 26, (PTI):

The series already in
their pocket, a confident
India will look to complete
a whitewash when they
take on hosts Sri Lanka in
the third and final
women's T20 International
here on Monday.

The Harmanpreet Kaur-
led outfit had thrashed the
home team by 34 runs in
the opening T20 and then
followed it up with a domi-
nating five-wicket win in
the second game to take an
unassailable 2-0 lead in the
series.

More importantly, the
wins will be a morale
booster for India ahead of
the Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham
starting next month,
where women's T20 cricket
is set to make its debut.

India seem to have
found the winning mo-
mentum, but they won't be
entirely pleased with their
performance in the series
so far.

While the bowlers have
done a stellar job in the
two games, India's batting
has left a lot to be desired.

Additionally, the
Indians have been sloppy
on the field. The bowling
unit has been on the mark
for India. The spinners
have been sensational,
making full use of the
slow nature of the pitch.
They had comfortably de-

fended 138 in the opening
game. Sri Lanka skipper
Chamari Athapaththu (43)
and opener Vishmi
Gunaratne (45) presented
the Indian bowling unit
with a challenge as the
duo put up a 87-run stand
in the second game.

But the Indian bowlers

made a strong comeback
as they gave just 14 runs in
the last 3.1 overs while
claiming six wickets to re-
strict Sri Lanka to a below-
par 125.

But the visitors were
made to work hard for
what should have been a
comfortable chase.

India women eye series
sweep against Sri Lanka

Smriti Mandhana and Harmanpreet Kaur share a light moment.

I will compete with myself
at CWG : Mirabai Chanu

Budapest, Jun 26 (AP):

Canadian 15-year-old
Summer McIntosh won an-
other gold medal and Italy
pipped the United States to
the men's 4x100 medley
relay title on the last night
of racing at the world swim-
ming championships.

The American women
clinched the Unites States'
record 45th medal of the
week by winning their
4x100 medley final on
Saturday. Regan Smith,
Lilly King, Torri Huske and
Claire Curzan were 0.47 sec-
onds ahead of Australia
and 1.23 ahead of Canada.

"Yeah, I'm pretty tired,"
Huske said after her sixth
medal in a busy week.

Canadian swimmers fin-
ished with 11 medals for
their most successful
worlds. Veteran Gregorio
Paltrinieri also won a
thrilling men's 1,500
freestyle, as Italy ended the
swimming worlds with five
golds. Paltrinieri was well
under world record pace as
he built a huge lead over his
rivals before eventually fin-
ishing in a championship

record 14 minutes, 32.80 sec-
onds. "I knew that they
were coming, but I had
quite a big lead. So that was
enough for me," Paltrinieri
said. "That was my strategy,
actually, to go out fast and
try to open a gap with the
others. So I'm really glad I
did it." Only Sun Yang's
world record of 14:31.02
from the 2012 Olympics has
been faster. The Chinese
swimmer is suspended for a
doping violation. Bobby

Finke, who has made an art
of finishing strongly to
overtake rivals, was unable
to catch Paltrinieri as he
finished 3.90 behind in an
American record 14:36.70.

"In the beginning, I was
just trying to keep up with
him, but he just kept getting
farther and farther ahead,"
Finke said.

"Hats off to Greg. I wasn't
able to run him down. He
had a great race, and I'm re-
ally proud of him."

Gros Islet , Jun 26 (AP):

West Indies started the
day 167 runs behind
Bangladesh and finished it
106 runs ahead in the second
Test at Daren Sammy
Stadium here.

All-rounder Kyle Mayers
on Saturday led the turn-
around with a chanceless
and unbeaten 126 runs, easi-
ly the highest score by either
side after two days.

In reply to Bangladesh's
sub-par 234, West Indies
moved from 67 without loss
overnight to 340-5 at stumps.

Winner of the first Test in
Antigua in just over three
days, West Indies was well
on course to clinch the short
series. After captain Kraigg
Brathwaite scored 51 and
contributed a century open-
ing stand with John
Campbell, Mayers stopped a
mini-collapse with Jermaine
Blackwood, and cruised on
with Joshua Da Silva. Da
Silva was 26 not out after fac-
ing 106 balls.

Brathwaite and Campbell,

from a shared 67 overnight,
reached 100 together in the
first hour, including a seven-
ball over by Shoriful Islam.

Palma (Spain), Jun 26 (AP):

Stefanos Tsitsipas won the
Mallorca Championships after
beating Roberto Bautista Agut
in three sets as they prepared
to play on the grass courts of
the All England Club. Tsitsipas'
first grass-court title on the
ATP Tour comes before
Wimbledon starts on Monday.
The second-seeded Greek held
off a late rally in the decisive
set to beat Bautista Agut 6-4
3-6 7-6(2) for his tour-leading
40th win of the season on
Saturday. His ninth career title
was also Tsitsipas' second of
the season after he retained
his Monte Carlo title in April.
Tsitsipas, sixth in the rankings,
has drawn Alexander

Ritschard of Switzerland in the
opening round of Wimbledon.
Tsitsipas appeared to be cruis-
ing in the third set after get-
ting an early break to open up
a 4-1 lead. But 20th-ranked
Bautista Agut, who upset top-
ranked Daniil Medvedev in the
quarterfinals, broke Tsitsipas
when he was serving for the
win and forced the tiebreaker.
"This was an incredible fight,"
Tsitsipas said.
"I know it can be difficult for
one person to deal with the
loss, but I think for tennis it is
great that we are able to play
at this high level."
Bautista Agut was trying for
his second title of 2022, as
well, and to add to his 10
career titles. 

Tsitsipas beats Bautista Agut to
win Mallorca Championships

Birmingham, Jun 26 (PTI):

India skipper Rohit Sharma
has tested positive for COVID-
19 in a Rapid Antigen Test
(RAT) and placed in isolation
ahead of 'fifth' Test against
England, the BCCI said on
Sunday. The Test match is
scheduled to begin from July 1
in Birmingham and if Rohit
remains in six-day isolation,
either pacer Jasprit Bumrah or
wicket-keeper batter Rishabh
Pant could be asked to lead
the team. "Team India captain
Mr Rohit Sharma has tested
positive for COVID-19 follow-
ing a Rapid Antigen Test (RAT)
conducted on Saturday," BCCI
Secretary Jay Shah said in a
media release. "He is currently
in isolation at the team hotel
and is under the care of the
BCCI Medical Team. An RT-
PCR test will be conducted on
Sunday to ascertain his CT
value," the release added.

Rohit Sharma
tests positive for
COVID-19: BCCI

Leicester, Jun 26 (PTI):

Virat Kohli showed his
class, hitting an impressive
67 off 98 balls while Shreyas
Iyer (62) and Ravindra
Jadeja (56 not out) also got
ample batting practice as
India finished their second
innings on 364 for 7 against
Leicestershire on day three
of their four-day warm-up
match here on Saturday.

Kohli, who has been en-
during a prolonged lean
patch, decorated his innings
with five boundaries and
two sixes. He was ably sup-
ported by Iyer, who scored
his runs off 89 balls with the
help of 11 boundaries, and
Jadeja who struck 10 fours
during his unbeaten knock.

But Chesteshwar Pujara
could only manage 22 of 53
balls with the help of three
fours. Pujara batted for both
sides. He was out for a duck
in Leicestershire's first in-
nings on Friday. Jadeja was
also out for a duck off
Navdeep Saini early in the
Indian second innings but
came back later to bat again
as it is just a practice match.

At stumps, Mohammed

Siraj (1 not out) was giving
Jadeja company. Pacer
Navdeep Saini (3/55), one
among the four Indian play-
ers to turn out for
Leicestershire, shone bright
with three wickets for the
county side.

Another Indian player
Kamlesh Nagarkoti (2/48)
also chipped in with two
wickets, while R Sai Kishore
(1/55) and Will Davis (1/400)
accounted for a wicket each.

Kohli hits 67; Iyer, Jadeja also
score fifties in warm-up game
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Italy pips US men to relay gold
in swimming worlds finale

Gold medallists Italy's Thomas Ceccon, Italy's Nicolo Martinenghi,
Italy's Federico Burdisso and Italy's Alessandro Miressi pose with
their medals following the men's 4x100m medley relay finals dur-
ing the Budapest 2022 World Aquatics Championships at Duna
Arena in Budapest.

Mayers heads West
Indies turnabout to lead

Bangladesh by 106

Kyle Mayers, of West Indies,
hits 4 during the second day of

the 2nd Test between
Bangladesh and West Indies.

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

Sidhu Moosewala's song
"SYL", which was released
posthumously, is now not
available on the video
sharing/streaming plat-
form YouTube in India.

Written and composed
by Moosewala, who was
shot dead in May, the song
was released by music pro-
ducer MXRCI on Friday.

The track's title refers to
the Sutlej-Yamuna Link
(SYL) canal, which has
been a bone of contention
between Punjab and
Haryana for several
decades.

Punjab has been de-
manding a reassessment
of its share of the Ravi-
Beas rivers water while
Haryana has been seeking

completion of the canal to
get its share. On Sunday,
the song was removed
from YouTube in India.

"Video unavailable. This
content is not available on
this country domain due
to a legal complaint from
the government," the mes-
sage displayed by YouTube

read.
Since its debut, "SYL"

had amassed over 27 mil-
lions views on the Google-
owned platform and had
received 3.3 million likes.

Moosewala, whose real
name was Shubhdeep
Singh Sidhu, was shot
dead in Punjab's Mansa
district last month.

The late singer enjoyed
a huge following in India
and abroad with songs
such as "So High", "Same
Beef", "The Last Ride" and
"Just Listen".

Recently, his track "295"
made it to the Billboard
Global 200 Chart. The song
was listed at the 154 spot
earlier this month, while
its viewership number on
YouTube has gone past the
200 million mark.

Cong to govt on Agnipath

‘Withdraw
‘Tughlaqi’ decision’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2266  ((PPTTII))::
Stepping up its attack on the
government over the Agnipath
scheme, the Congress on
Sunday said the Modi govern-
ment is playing with the future
of the youth by bringing in the
new military recruitment plan
and it must withdraw this
"Tughlaqi" decision. 

Twenty senior Congress
leaders and spokespersons
addressed press conferences
titled 'Agnipath ki Baat:
Yuwaon se Vishwasghaat' in
as many cities and demanded
the withdrawal of the scheme,
citing risk to national security
and discontent among the
youth. The Congress said it
will also hold a nationwide
protest in every assembly con-
stituency against this "anti-
youth and anti-national"
scheme "bulldozed through
without discussion".

Row over Muslim
trader supplying

bananas to temple
MMaannggaalluurruu,,  JJuunn  2266  ((PPTTII))::  A con-
troversy has erupted after it
came to light that a contract to
supply bananas to
Ananthapadmanabha temple
in Kudupu on the outskirts of
the city was awarded to a
Muslim trader last year. The
temple authorities had given a
contract to the lowest bidder
to supply bananas on a regular
basis needed for various sevas
in the temple for a period from
July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022.
Realising lately that the con-
tract was given to the Muslim
trader, right wing Hindu organ-
isations came out in protest.
The temple authorities said
they had invited quotations
from traders last year for the
supply of bananas. Of the four
bidders who submitted quota-
tions, the Muslim trader had
quoted the lowest price and
was awarded the contract.

Villagers participate in a community fishing exercise, at Tezpur, Sunday.

COMMUNITY FISHING

Villagers arrive for their medical check-up during a mega health camp organised by Ministry of Tribal Affairs, at
Birsa College in Khunti district, Sunday.

MEGA HEALTH CAMP

L-G Saxena orders 
restoration of Anang Tal Baoli

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on
Sunday inspected the her-
itage Anang Tal Baoli at
Sanjay Van here, and is-
sued directions to restore
and develop it into a "jewel
of Delhi", an official state-
ment said.

The L-G, who was ac-
companied by officials of
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA), Delhi Jal
Board (DJB), and the
Archeological Survey of
India (ASI), further direct-
ed them to identify green
patches inside the forest
that can be developed into
locations for small nation-
al and international con-
ferences, festivals, cultural
events and other recre-
ational activities.

According to the state-
ment, the L-G instructed
that the 'baoli' be brought
back to life with fresh
water within two months.
He also stressed that the
restoration should be car-
ried out strictly keeping in
mind the preservation of

the heritage identity of
the structure, particularly
its features buried under-
ground.

He directed that an MoU
be signed among the DDA,
ASI, World Monument
Fund (WMF), India, and
Tata Consultancy Services

Foundation (TCSF) within
a week to carry out com-
prehensive restoration of
the heritage 'baoli', the
statement said.

Anang Tal Baoli (pond),
an 11th-century heritage
structure of Delhi, has
been reduced to a basin of
muck due to the decades-
old sediment of garbage
and sewage discharge
from the adjacent hotels
and slums. It is nestled in
the reserve forest "Sanjay
Van", which is a part of
the south central ridge.

It was constructed in the
11th century by
Anangpala II, the Tomar
ruler who is said to have
inhabited the city of Delhi
around his citadel of Lal
Kot -- one of the earliest
known forts in Delhi, the
statement claimed.

JNU asks canteen owners to clear dues
New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

The Jawaharlal Nehru
University administration
has asked owners of sever-
al canteens and dhabas at
the campus to clear their
dues amounting to lakhs
of rupees and vacate the
varsity premises by June
30, alleging that their
shops were allocated
"without following due
tender procedure".

In a notice to several
canteen owners dated
June 22, the varsity's Joint
Registrar (Estate) M K
Pachauri asked them to
clear all the outstanding
dues against them within
seven days of the issuance
of the letter. Baffled shop
owners are fearful of los-
ing their livelihoods and

are also finding it difficult
to arrange the money to
pay the dues. According to
them, as many as 10 can-
t e e n s / d h a b a s / X e r o x
shops at the campus have
been served these notices.

The university said the
person will be liable for
eviction proceedings as
per the Public Premises
(Eviction of Unauthorised
Occupants) Act, 1971 if he
fails to comply with the no-
tice. "....is hereby directed
to clear the outstanding
dues against him with 7
days, from the date of
issue of this letter with the
direction that he has to
VACATE the University
premises by 30.06.2022,"
the notice read.

"Failure to comply with
the above direction the

named hereunder liable
for eviction proceedings as
per Public Premises
(Eviction of Unauthorised
Occupants) Act 1971. Dues
on account of rent, water
and electricity charges
etc., outstanding against
the said space up to the
date of vacation, should be
cleared," it added.

Speaking to PTI, JNU
Rector Ajay Dubey clari-
fied that the notices have
been served to those shop
owners who have not paid
rent and electricity bills
"for a long time", adding
that many shops were not
allocated with due proce-
dure. A canteen owner,
who has been served a no-
tice, said the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU)
administration is asking

for Rs 10 lakh as the out-
standing rent and electric-
ity bills from him.

"I come from a poor eco-
nomic background. I and
my brother are the only
earning members and our
livelihood is dependent on
this canteen. How can I
pay Rs 10 lakh? They
should have demanded
monthly or annual dues.
How can we pay Rs 10
lakh in one go? Even if we
pay, there is no guarantee
they will let us stay," said
the canteen owner, who
did not wish to be named.

Another shop owner,
who has been running a
pantry on the campus
since 2016, said he has
been provided with an
outstanding bill of over
Rs 20 lakh.

Moosewala’s posthumous song
‘SYL’ removed from YouTube

J’khand minister boycotts health
camp organised by Centre

Hunti (J'khand), Jun 26 (PTI): 

Jharkhand Health
Minister Banna Gupta on
Sunday boycotted a one-
day mega health camp or-
ganised by the Union
Tribal Affairs Ministry in
Khunti district as Chief
Minister Hemant Soren
was not invited to the pro-
gramme.

Gupta went to the venue
at Birsa College Ground in
Khunti town after receiv-
ing an invitation from the
deputy commissioner but
did not go up to the dais
and returned without at-
tending the programme
upon finding that Soren's
name was not on the list of

invitees. Union Tribal
Affairs Minister Arjun
Munda was the chief guest
of the event. Governor
Ramesh Bais had also at-
tended the programme.

"Organisers had put up
my poster on the dais but I
was pained to see that nei-
ther was our CM invited
nor was his poster dis-
played. Ours is an elected
government and Hemant
Soren is our leader. I can
not tolerate any insult to
him. Omitting the CM is
tantamount to insulting
the state," Gupta told PTI.

While wholeheartedly
welcoming such mega
health camps for the bene-
fit of the poor people,
Gupta, however, alleged
that the Centre was at-

tempting to derive political
mileage out of such pro-
grammes. "In a democratic
setup, differences in opin-
ion between the Centre and
the state is not new but ex-
pressing hatred or insult-
ing anyone on the pretext
of that is not acceptable,"
he said.

Khunti Deputy
Commissioner Shashi
Ranjan said the district ad-
ministration was only re-
sponsible for law and order
as over 50,000 tribals from
across the district were
scheduled to take part in it.
"The invitations for the
event were sent by the
Union Tribal Affairs
Ministry, and not by the
district administration," he
added.

Lucknow, Jun 26 (PTI): 

With the ruling BJP
wresting two Lok Sabha
seats in Uttar Pradesh from
the Samajwadi Party in a
bypoll, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said on Sunday
people have sent a message
that they are not ready to
accept dynastic and
casteist parties, those who
incite communal tensions
and criminals.

The chief minister said
the BJP's "double engine
government" -- dispensa-
tions of the same party at
the Centre and in the state -
- has secured "double victo-
ry" in the state under the
leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.
Addressing a press confer-
ence at the state party head-

quarters here, Adityanath
announced that BJP candi-
date Ghanshyam Lodhi
won from Rampur and
Dinesh Lal Yadav 'Nirhau'
from Azamgarh. However,
an official declaration of

the bypoll result in
Azamgarh is awaited. "The
results of by-elections have
given a signal about the
outcome of the 2024 general
elections," the chief minis-
ter added. The bypolls in

Uttar Pradesh were neces-
sitated by resignations of
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav and party
leader Azam Khan from
Azamgarh and Rampur
seats, respectively.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  MONDAY,  JUNE  27,  2022

Sidhu Moosewala’s

Printed by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, G.E. Road, Press Complex, Raipur and Published at Navbharat Bhawan, Near Bus Stand, Bilaspur, Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari.
Editor: Sameer Shukla (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.) Phone: (07752) 224563, 230591 Fax : (07752) 405338, Raipur : (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703, Regd. No. CHHENG/2012/44065

People will punish EPS
camp: Panneerselvam

Madurai (TN), Jun 26 (PTI): 

Hitting out at the rival
Edappadi K Palaniswami
camp, AIADMK leader O
Panneerselvam on
Sunday said 'cadres are
on my side', and asserted
that people and party
workers would punish
his detractors.

Party workers are on
my side, Panneerselvam
(OPS) told reporters here
and added that he would
also always be with the

cadres. On his arrival
here, enroute to his home
district of Theni, OPS was
accorded a warm welcome
by his supporters.

Apparently slamming
Joint Coordinator
Palaniswami's (EPS) camp
for seeking to elbow him
out of his position of
party Coordinator,
Panneerselvam said the
people of Tamil Nadu and
cadres would teach a fit-
ting lesson and punish
those who were behind the
'web of conspiracy', and
for being responsible for
the current 'extraordinary
situation' in the party.

The AIADMK had days
ago said that the General
Council would meet again
on July 11 and EPS would
be made the single,
supreme leader. The war
of words between the
dominant EPS and side-
lined OPS factions contin-
ued and they blamed 
each other.

India in a state of ‘unde-
clared Emergency’: Yechury

New Delhi, Jun 26 (PTI): 

CPI(M) leader Sitaram
Yechury on Sunday al-
leged the country is in a
state of "undeclared
Emergency" and that
like the previous one in
1975, it too will be 
defeated.

He was reacting to
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's state-
ment during his 'Mann
Ki Baat' programme
where the latter referred
to the Emergency im-
posed in the country in
1975 under the Congress
rule and how it was de-
feated.

Targeting the
Congress, Modi said at-
tempts were made to
"crush democracy" dur-
ing the Emergency im-
posed in 1975, and assert-
ed that it is difficult to
find another example in
the world where people
defeated a "dictatorial

mindset" through demo-
cratic means.

In a tweet, Yechury
said, "Like then, we will
see it happening now.
Today's undeclared
Emergency will also be
defeated like the First
was. At that time it
seemed like it will eter-
nally go on. But acche
din' for Democracy will
return. The struggle is
on and will intensify." 

UP CM ON LS BYPOLL WIN

‘A message to dynastic and casteist parties’

As CM not invited

Sitaram Yechury

AIADMK

UP CM Yogi Adityanath and UP BJP President Swatantra Dev Singh feed each other
sweets as they celebrate the partys victory in the by-polls, in Lucknow, Sunday.

Vacate varsity premises by June 30


