
New Delhi, June 25 (PTI) 

The government has
drawn up a plan to augment
the medical infrastructures
of 17 cities, which see an in-
flow of a lot of overseas pa-
tients for treatment and
wellness therapies, in a bid
to boost medical travel as
part of its 'Heal in India' ini-
tiative.

Besides, the health min-
istry is working on easing
medical visa norms and
other requirements for pa-

tients and their companions
from 44 countries identified
based on the number of pa-
tients visiting India, and the
quality and cost of medical
treatment there, official
sources told PTI. These are
predominantly African,
Latin American countries
and also members of the
SAARC and Gulf
Cooperation Council group-
ings, they said. Through
'Heal In India', the govern-
ment aims at positioning the
country as a global hub for
medical and wellness
tourism, and a destination
of choice for quality health-
care services. The Union

Health Ministry is collabo-
rating with Tourism, Ayush,
Civil Aviation ministries,
hospitals and other stake-
holders to build a roadmap
to connect overseas patients
with healthcare facilities in
India to boost medical trav-
el. As part of executing the
initiative, a nodal agency --
Medical Value Travel
Council -- co-chaired by the
health and tourism min-
istries has been formed to
create an institutional
framework for streamlined
integration of all stakehold-
ers, official sources said.

According to estimates,
the medical tourism market

which was valued at USD 6
billion in 2020 fiscal is ex-
pected to more than double
and reach USD 13 billion by
2026. Thirty-seven hospitals
including 30 in the private
sector across 17 cities in 12
states have been identified
for promoting medical value
travel, a source said.

The cities that will be tar-
geted in phase one of the ini-
tiative are New Delhi, Pune,
Ahmedabad, Gurugram,
Bangaluru, Amritsar, Kochi,
Coimbatore, Mumbai,
Kolkata, Guntur,
Alappuzha, Guwahati,
Chennai, Chandigarh,
Vellore and Hyderabad.

Mishap
NNaaggppuurr:: A two-year-old
boy died after falling into
an open septic tank in
Umred town of
Maharashtra's Nagpur dis-
trict, police said on
Saturday. The incident
took place at Vikas Colony
in Rewatkar layout area of
the town on Friday, an
official from Umred police
said. The child, Saksham
Sadhuram Jangda, hails
from Kawari village in
Haryana, and was staying
at his uncle's house with
his mother, he said.

Skip
KKoollkkaattaa:: Suspended BJP
leader Nupur Sharma on
Saturday again skipped
summons issued by
Kolkata Police in connec-
tion with her inflammato-
ry comments on Prophet
Mohammad that trig-
gered widespread vio-
lence in parts of West
Bengal, an officer said on
Saturday.

Alliance
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: Trinamool
Congress is open to local
alliances in Assam with
parties that are aggres-
sively fighting the BJP
but "under no circum-
stance" will it ally with
Badruddin Ajmal-led
AIUDF, the saffron party's
"B-team", said state unit
chief Ripun Bora on
Saturday.

Suicide
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 34-year-old
Delhi Police constable
allegedly died by suicide
inside his office at Mandir
Marg police station,
police said on Saturday.
The deceased constable
has been identified as
Jaimal Singh. According
to police, the incident
took place on Friday
while he was on duty. 

Flight service 
AAggaarrttaallaa:: The Centre has
initiated steps to introduce
flight service from
Agartala to Kailashahar in
Unakoti district to cater to
the needs of Tripura's two
districts - Unakoti and
North -, an official said on
Saturday. The Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
has already built a new
terminal building at
Kailashahar Airport.
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Voters shows their inked 
fingers outside a polling 

station after casting votes for
Panchayat elections, in

Jabalpur district, Saturday.
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Mumbai, Jun 25 (PTI): 

The national executive of
the Shiv Sena on Saturday
passed a resolution author-
izing Maharashtra Chief
Minister and party chief
Uddhav Thackeray to take
action against "those who
have betrayed the party",
but refrained from taking
immediate action against
rebel leader Eknath
Shinde. The executive,
which met here, also
passed a resolution that no
other political outfit or fac-
tion can use the name Shiv
Sena and the name of its
founder, late Bal Thackeray,
even as the Shinde faction,
which is camping in
Guwahati, said it has
named itself as `Shiv Sena
(Balasaheb)'.

"The executive decided
that Shiv Sena belongs to
Bal Thackeray and is com-
mitted to taking forward
his fierce ideology of
Hindutva and Marathi
pride. Shiv Sena will never
deviate from this path,"
party MP Sanjay Raut told
reporters in Mumbai.

"It passed a resolution,
giving all powers to take ac-
tion against those who have
betrayed the party to Shiv

Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray," he added. A
total of six resolutions were
passed at the meeting, in-
cluding one congratulating
chief minister Thackeray
for leading Maharashtra ef-
ficiently during the COVID-
19 pandemic and for the de-
velopment works carried
out in the last two and a half
years, Raut said.

The national executive
condemned the rebel MLAs
and said the party was firm-
ly behind Uddhav
Thackeray.

Ahmedabad, Jun 25 (PTI):

Activist Teesta
Setalvad was on
Saturday detained
by the Gujarat
Anti Terrorist
Squad (ATS) from
Mumbai in connec-
tion with an FIR
registered against
her at the Ahmedabad city
crime branch, sources
said. "Teesta Setalvad has
been picked up by the
Gujarat ATS from

Mumbai in connection
with an FIR registered by
the Ahmedabad crime
branch," a source in the
Gujarat ATS said. A day
earlier the Supreme Court

had dismissed a pe-
tition challenging
the clean chit given
by the SIT to then
Gujarat chief min-
ister Narendra
Modi and others in
the 2002 post-
Godhra riots cases.

Setalvad's NGO
had supported Zakia Jafri
throughout her legal bat-
tle. Jafri's husband Ehsan
Jafri was killed during the
riots.

Bilaspur, Jun 25: 

A leopardess was killed
after being hit by a train in
Bilaspur district, a forest
department official said
on Saturday.

The incident took place
on Friday night near
Khongsara on the
Bilaspur-Katni rail route
and the body of the big cat
was cut into two on im-
pact, Bilaspur Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO)
Kumar Nishant said,
adding that the
Achanakmar Tiger
Reserve buffer zone starts
near the spot where the
carcass was found.

"A forest team arrived at
the spot and a team of

three doctors from
Bilaspur conducted the
post mortem. It is not a
case of poaching. We will
write to railway authori-
ties for solutions on such
deaths. There is dense for-
est on both sides of the
track and we will seek op-
eration of trains at con-
trolled speed to protect
wildlife," he added.

Ahmedabad, Jun 25 (PIT):

A fire broke out on the
third floor of a four-storey
commercial complex hous-
ing a children's hospital,
and 75 persons, including 13
newborn babies, were res-
cued from the structure in
Gujarat's Ahmedabad city,
an official said.

The blaze was reported at
Dev Complex, located near
Parimal Garden crossroads
in the city, in the afternoon,
he said.

As many as 75 people, in-
cluding 13 newborns and
their parents from the chil-

dren's hospital, were res-
cued safely from the
ground-plus-four storey
structure, the official said.
"We received a call around
1.30 pm about a fire break-
ing out in the server room of
an accountancy firm on the

third floor of the building
opposite the hospital, after
which around 20 fire ten-
ders were pressed into serv-
ice," Om Jadeja, divisional
fire officer at Ahmedabad
Fire & Emergency Services
(AFES) said.

Bilaspur, Jun 25: 

The 11-year-old boy, who was
rescued after being trapped in
a borewell for over 100 hours
in  Janjgir-Champa, was dis-
charged from a private hospi-
tal here on Saturday, an offi-
cial said.
According to doctors, Rahul
Sahu, who sustained multiple
injuries and contracted serious
infection due to the accident,
is now fit and fine and can
walk. Officials from the
Bilaspur district administra-
tion and police were in the
hospital when Rahul was dis-
charged this morning, while

Janjgir-Champa collector
Jitendra Shukla, superinten-
dent of police Vijay Agrawal
and other officials were there
to take him home. On June 10,
Rahul fell into an unused 80-
feet deep borewell in the
backyard of his house in Pihrid
village of Janjgir-Champa, and
got stuck 60-feet below the
surface. Despite facing several
challenges, neither the res-
cuers nor Rahul gave up the
fighting spirit for almost five
days. He was rescued by a
joint team of over 500 person-
nel from multiple agencies,
after a 104-hour-long opera-
tion on June 14 night.

New Delhi, Jun 25 (PTI): 

Ahead of his visit to
Germany for the G7 sum-
mit, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday said he will ex-
change views with the lead-
ers of the bloc and its part-
ners on issues such as ener-
gy, food security, counter-
terrorism, environment
and democracy.

Modi is visiting Schloss

Elmau in southern
Germany on June 26 and 27
for the summit of the G7, a
grouping of the world's
seven richest nations. The
G7 leaders are expected to
focus on the Ukraine crisis
that has triggered geopoliti-
cal turmoil besides fuelling
a global food and energy cri-
sis. Modi is attending the G7
summit following an invita-
tion by German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz.

New Delhi, Jun 25 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has
said that powers under the
preventive detention law
are "exceptional" and can-
not be exercised in a rou-
tine manner as it strikes
hard on the freedom and
liberty of an individual.

The apex court observa-
tion came as it set aside
the October last year order
of detention of two per-
sons in Telangana.

The detention order was
passed by the
Commissioner of Police,
R a c h a k o n d a
Commissionerate, on the
grounds that these two
persons were involved in
gold chain snatching of-
fences, wherein the vic-
tims were mostly women.

Chandigarh, Jun 25 (PTI):

Punjab is in an econom-
ic morass and debt trap,
said the White Paper on
state finances presented in
the state Assembly here on
Saturday.

The document present-
ed by Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema
blamed previous govern-
ments for the fiscal mess.

According to the docu-
ment tabled two days
ahead of the presentation
of the state budget in the
House, "Today, Punjab is in
an economic morass and
debt trap."

Govt eases visa norms to boost
medical infra in select cities

̈ To attract more 
foreign patients

‘Punjab in economic
morass, debt trap’

Boy trapped in borewell for over 
100 hours discharged from hospital

Modi ahead of G7 summit

‘Will exchange views on energy,
food security, counter-terrorism’

Guj ATS detains activist
Teesta Setalvad

̈ Day after SC
upholds SIT clean
chit to Modi

Leopardess run over by train 

The incident took place on
Friday night near Khongsara
on the Bilaspur-Katni rail
route and the body of the big
cat was cut into two on
impact, Bilaspur Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO) Kumar
Nishant said. 

About the incident

Powers under 
preventive detention 

law ‘exceptional’

Fire at commercial complex
housing children’s hospital

̈ 13 newborns among
75 people rescued

Fire fighters try to douse the fire which broke out at a Childrens
hospital in Ahmedabad, Saturday. 

‘No other outfit can use
Bal Thackeray’s name’
̈ Sena executive

authorises Uddhav
to take action
against rebels

Dissident Shiv Sena legislator
Deepak Kesarkar on Saturday
said the rebel group enjoys
two thirds majority in the leg-
islature party, and has
appointed senior Maharashtra
minister Eknath Shinde as
their leader. In a virtual press
conference from Guwahati,
where Shinde and other rebel
MLAs are camping, Kesarkar
said they have not left the
Sena, but named their group
as Shiv Sena (Balasaheb).
Just 16 or 17 people can not
replace the group leader of 55
MLAs and the rebel Sena fac-
tion will challenge in the
court the order of
Maharashtra Assembly's
Deputy Speaker Narhari
Zirwal replacing Shinde as
Shiv Sena group leader, he

said. "The MLAs had told
party president Uddhav
Thackeray that we should
stay with the party with
whom we had contested elec-
tion....When so many people
voice the same opinion, there
must be some substance in
it," he said, referring to the
Shinde group's initial demand
that the Sena should revive its
alliance with the BJP and
sever ties with Congress and
NCP.

‘Not left party, Eknath Shinde 
remains our leader’

MAHA CRISIS

Maharashtra CM Uddhav
Thackeray arrives at Sena

Bhavan to attend Shiv Senas
meeting, in Mumbai, Saturday.
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SP holds crime review meeting 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 25: SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava chaired a
meeting of all the gazetted
officers of the police de-
partment to review the sta-
tus of crime, investiga-
tions, security and other re-
lated issues. He directed
the Station House Officers
to work on various issues
and dispose of the pending
cases at the earliest.

Additional Superin-ten-
dent of Police (City) Sanjay
Dhruv; Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu (Rural);
Additional Superintendent
of Police (Durg) Vishwas
Chandrakar, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(IUCAW) Meeta Pawar,

Additional Superintendent
of Police (Traffic) Kavilash
Tandon, City
Superintendent of Police
(Chhawani) Kaushlendra
Dev Patel, City
Superintendent of Police
(HQ/Durg) Abhishek Jha,
City Superintendent of
Police (Bhilai
Nagar/Crime) Nasar
Siddiqui, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Traffic) Gurjit Singh, Sub-
Divisional Officer of Police
(Patan) Devansh Singh
Rathore, Trainee IPS
Vaibhav Banker and SHOs
of all the Police Stations
and Chowkis and in-
charges of various branch-
es were present. SP re-
viewed the matters point
wise and gave necessary di-

rections. He directed to en-
sure early arrest of ab-
sconding accused in cases
related to chit fund fraud,
withdrawal of political
cases, creating a new list of
goons and miscreants for
the year 2022.

He reviewed the status of
pending crimes, pending
challans, pending cases,
missing persons, pending
complaints, summons as
well as pending bailable
warrants, arrest warrants
and permanent warrants.
He further asked to dispose
of the items which have
been seized under various
offenses. All the station
house officers were direct-
ed for active monitoring
and strict action against
the goons and miscreants.

16 Head Constables elevated to the
post of Assistant Sub Inspector

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 25: A pro-
motion list was recently
issued by the office of
the Inspector general of
Police (Durg Range)
through which 16 Head
Constables were promot-
ed to the post of
Assistant Sub Inspector.

On Saturday, Star
Ceremony was held at
Police Lines in Durg dur-
ing which the SP and
other senior cops pinned
stars on the promoted po-
lice officers. Those who
have been promoted from
Principal Constable to
Assistant Sub-Inspector
are 

Assistant Sub Inspector
Shashikant Sahu,
Assistant Sub Inspector
Dharmendra Devangan,
Assistant Sub Inspector
Rajendra Chandrakar,
Assistant Sub Inspector
Sushil Pandey, Assistant
Sub Inspector Vinod
Singh, Assistant Sub

Inspector Satyanarayan
Pathak, Assistant Sub
Inspector Girdhari Lal
Yadav, Assistant Sub
Inspector Madan Lal
Sahu, Assistant Sub
Inspector Rajesh Kumar
Singh, Assistant Sub
Inspector Phoolchand
Yadav, Assistant Sub
Inspector Dukhuram
Verma, Assistant Sub-
Inspector Shiv Prasad,

Dubey, Assistant Sub-
Inspector Virendra
Kumar, Assistant Sub-
Inspector Khemlal,
Assistant Sub-Inspector
Anuj Markam and
Assistant Sub-Inspector
Girja Shankar.

Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Dr
Abhishek Pallav pinned
the star on one shoulder
of the promoted officers

while the family members
got the opportunity to pin
the star on the other
shoulder. SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava extended best
wishes and greetings to
the promoted police per-
sonnel and their family.
He asked them to always
work for better policing.
He added that the promot-
ed cops will inspire others
by working with dedica-
tion, discipline and com-
mitment.

A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu, DSP
(Head Quarters)
Abhishek Jha, Nilesh
Dwivedi (Police Lines),
SDOP (Patan) Devansh
Singh Rathore, DSP
(IUCAW) Shilpa Sahu,
Reserve Inspector
Ramesh Chandra,
Subedar Tripti Singh
Rajput and staff of Police
Lines were present.

SP conducts annual
inspection; holds Darbar

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 25:
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek Pallav
conducted annual inspec-
tion at Police Lines in
Durg. He checked the uni-
form of cops and rewarded
the best one.

He gave necessary direc-
tions to all the cops and
later conducted a Darbar
where he paid a patient
hearing to the problems
and requests of the cops

and gave directions to his
subordinates to resolve the
issues. He inspected all the
branches of the Police
Reserve Centre. He inspect-
ed the vehicle section, ar-
moury, administrative
building, Uniform Branch,
Security Equipment
Branch, Police Credit Co-
operative Society Bank,
Women Welfare Center,
Travel Allowance Branch,
Cash Branch, etc.

After getting informa-
tion about their work from

the personnel, SP quizzed
them and oversaw the
records. He also examined
the cleanliness and other
arrangements at the
branches. In view of the ap-
preciable works of branch
in-charge and assistant
branch in-charge, rewards
were given to them as a
token of encouragement.

ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv,
ASP (Rural) Anant Sahu,
DSP (Head Quarters)
Abhishek Jha, DSP (Police
Lines) Nilesh Dwivedi,

SDOP (Patan) Devansh
Singh Rathore, DSP
(IUCAW) Shilpa Sahu,
Reserve Inspector Ramesh
Chandra, Subedar Tripti
Singh Rajput, and staff of
Police Reserve Centre were
present.

SP appreciated the
Reserve Inspector Ramesh
Chandra and his team and
instructed them to work on
important points related to
law and order as well as ac-
cording to the situations in
various branches.

Two arrested for woman’s murder 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 25: With the
arrest of two ruffians, po-
lice claimed to have
solved the gruesome mur-
der case of a woman
which occurred in Newai.
The accused had packed
the body in a sack and
dumped it into the septic
tank of a public toilet.
The incident was the out-
come of an old rivalry.

DSP (Crime) Nasar
Siddiqui informed that on
June 23 the sanitation
workers of the Municipal
Corporation found a sack
inside the septic tank of
the public toilet located
near Shivpara in Station
Maroda. An unidentified
human body was packed
in this sack. On informa-
tion, a team from Newai
Police Station reached the
spot and investigations
were launched.

Later the body was
identified as Bhana Bai
Sahu (40) wife of Rohit
alias Ishwar a resident of
Shivpara, Station
Maroda. As there were in-
jury marks on the head, it
was a clear case of mur-
der. The assailants had in-

flicted fatal injuries on
her head with some heavy
and blunt object. An FIR
was lodged against the
unknown accused under
section 302, 201, 120 B of
IPC.

In view of the serious
nature of the case,
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallav,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and City
Superintendent of Police
(Bhilai Nagar) Nasar
Siddiqui constituted a
joint team of ACCU and
Newai Police Station led

by Inspector Mamta Ali
Sharma to trace the un-
known accused.

The team quizzed the
neighbours and relatives
of the deceased. It was
discovered that the lady
had some old dispute with
a neighbour SonuNetam
alias Jholta. The suspect
was immediately taken
into custody and during
interrogation, he con-
fessed to have committed
the crime. He further dis-
closed that his friend
Jaswant Deshlehre alias
Jaan also assisted him in
the crime.

On the intervening

night of June 17-18, Sonu
and Jaswant visited
Bhana Bai's house and ar-
gued with her over the old
dispute. SonuNetam alias
Jholta had already made
preparations with the in-
tention of killing Bhana
Bai Sahu. He attacked her
with an iron hammer and
bludgeoned her to death.

With the help of
Jashanwat Deshlare, they
packed the body in a plas-
tic sack and carried the
body to the public lavato-
ry. They dumped the body
into the septic tank and
closed the lid. Police have
recovered and seized the

iron hammer which was
used in the crime.

Inspector Mamta Ali
Sharma (SHO, Newai),
ACCU in-charge
Inspector Santosh
Mishra, Sub Inspector
Dhaniram Narange, ASI
Purna Bahadur, Head
Constable Suraj Pandey,
Constables Ravi Bisai,
Ajit Yadav, Sameem
Khan, Upendra Yadav,
Jugnu Singh, Shahbaz
Khan, Anup Sharma,
Vikant Singh, Raj Kumar
Chandra, Laxminarayan
Yadav, Sanjay Nirmalkar,
Vikas Sharma,
Chhatrapal Verma,
Santosh Koma and
Anurag Singh played a
vital role in solving the
case.

The accused
SonuNetam alias Jholta
(22) son of Jitendra
Netam a resident of
Shivpara, Station Maroda
and Jaswant Deshlahare
(19) son of Thansingh
Deshlahare a resident of
Shivpara, HSCL Colony,
Station Maroda have
been booked under the
provisions mentioned in
Section 302, 201, 120B 
of IPC.

BSP continues to supply desired 
quality of TMT Bars for High-Speed 

Rail Corridor Project
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 25: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant that pro-
duces high strength TMT
Bars with earthquake and
corrosion resistant prop-
erties for use in big proj-
ects of national impor-
tance has so far supplied
more than 80,000 Tonnes of
TMT Bars in 500 D grade
of different dimensions
for use in Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High Speed
Rail Corridor project.

Construction activity in
Gujarat section of India's
first under-construction
high-speed rail line project
has picked up pace in the
last couple of years. In the
first quarter of current fis-
cal year 2022-23, i.e. from
April to June 22, SAIL-
Bhilai's Merchant Mill and
the modern Bar & Rod
Mill have together sup-
plied over 15,000 Tonnes of
TMT Bars in 500D grade of
different dimensions in-
cluding 8 millimetre,
10mm, 12 mm, 16 mm, 20
mm, 25 mm and 32 mm di-
ameter TMT Bars. Of
these 121 Tonnes are in 8
mm diameter, 733 T in 10
mm diameter, 755 T in 12
mm diameter, 3359 Tonnes
in 16 mm diameter, 1132
Tonnes in 20 mm diameter,
890 Tonnes in 25 mm diam-
eter and 8040 Tonnes in 32
mm diameter. TMT Bars
in 25 mm and 32 mm have

been rolled out in the
Plant's Merchant Mill and
the rest from the Plant's
Modex unit, Bar & Rod
Mill.

Earlier, for the same
project, SAIL-BSP had
supplied over 65000
Tonnes of TMT Bars in
500 D grade. SAIL-Bhilai's
TMT Bars are being used
in construction of piers
and girders of the High-
Speed Rail Corridor proj-
ect that will support the
load-bearing capacity of
the steel bridges that are
being fabricated for laying
the bullet train rail corri-
dor. The 508 kilometre long
network will pass through
Mumbai, Thane, and
Palghar in Maharashtra;
and Valsad, Navsari,
Surat, Bharuch, Vadodara,
Anand, Kheda, and
Ahmedabad in Gujarat.
The bullet train will cover

a distance of 508 km in
just 2 hours and 7 minutes
with a maximum opera-
tional speed of 320 km/hr.
The MAHSR project is
being executed by the
National High Speed Rail
Corporation Ltd.

Both the Merchant Mill
and Bar & Rod Mill have
been rolling out exactly
what customers of this
highly competitive section
of the market are demand-
ing today - steel with the
right chemistry for big
power and irrigation proj-
ects and high-rise build-
ings coming up in seismic
and corrosion prone areas.

The superior quality of
products with negative tol-
erance, consistent me-
chanical properties with
earthquake and corrosion
resistant properties and
good weldability produced
in Bar & Rod Mill has been

widely appreciated by cus-
tomers of SAIL-Bhilai
spread all over the country.
Besides rolling out TMT
bars and rods in Fe 500 D
grade, Bar & Rod Mill also
rolls out TMT products in
Fe 550 grade and the SAIL
SeQR grade introduced by
SAIL for retail customers
for construction of houses
etc.

The Plant's Merchant
Mill also rolls out TMT
bars both in Fe 500 D & Fe
550 D grades with earth-
quake-resistant proper-
ties. Additionally, HCR or
high-corrosion resistant
properties are provided to
meet customer needs. It is
worth mentioning that all
TMT products from Bhilai
Steel Plant are now being
bar-coded before despatch
so that upon scanning the
bar code, the customer
gets to know detail infor-
mation about the product.

Besides dams, thermal,
hydro-electric and nuclear
power projects, bridges,
highways, flyovers, tun-
nels and highrise build-
ings all over the country,
TMT Bars from SAIL-
Bhilai have been used is
some landmark projects
such as Bandra Worli Sea
Link Bridge, Statue of
Unity, Agra expressway on
which fighter planes have
landed and in several
bridges& tunnels in North
and North-East India.

Teachers Awareness Programme
concluded at BIT Durg

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 25: BIT
Durg AICTE IDEA LAB
organised a week-long
School Teachers
Awareness programme
on "Transforming young
Teachers into Modern
Age Gurus" starting
from June 20 aimed for
school teachers to learn,
design and develop real
time projects. The aware-
ness programme is a
part of All India
Institute of Technical
Education IDEA LAB
scheme intended to en-
courage product develop-
ment and research publi-
cation in the country.

The Idea Lab in
charges Prof Suchitra
Pandey, Prof
Kauleshwar Prasad, Dr
Santosh Mishra, Dr Anil
Kumar along with their

team of student ambas-
sadors provided training
in the field of Laser
Cutting & CNC Machine,
3D Scanning & 3D
Printing, Design and
Fabrication of Printed
Circuit Board, Design
and Development of IOT
and Machine Learning
Based Product, Arduino
Programming.

The purpose of IDEA
Lab is to provide all facil-
ities under one roof, for
conversion of an idea
into a prototype. With
these facilities in the
campus, the school
teachersare being en-
couraged to take up the
process, get training and
develop skills like cre-
ative thinking, problem
solving, decision making
collaboration etc which
conventional labs are not
able to provide.

30 teachers from differ-
ent schools around
Bhilai-Durg participated
in this awareness pro-
gramme. Both theoreti-
cal as well as practical
training of the foresaid
techniques were provid-
ed during the course of
this awareness pro-
gramme. At the end of
the week, participants
were trained in all above
techniques and can now
develop modern prod-
ucts by identifying prac-
tical problems around
them.

Dr Arun Arora
(Director, Bhilai
Institute of Technology),
Dr Mohan Kumar Gupta
(Principal, Bhilai
Institute of Technology)
and Dr Pawan Patnaik
(Co-coordinator IDEA
LAB, Bhilai Institute of
Technology) marked

their presence at the in-
augural session and
valedictory session.

Dr Arun Arora said,
"This IDEA Lab initia-
tive will transform con-
ventional classroom
teaching to practical ori-
ented teaching.
According to new educa-
tion policy this type of
programme is very fruit-
ful for school teachers as
well as students."

Dr Mohan Kumar
Gupta stated, "We are
thankful to all -teacher
from school fraternity to
utilize the facilities
available at our IDEA
LAB." It is worthy to
note here that this is the
first of its kind of pro-
gram in which School
teachers are trained in
any engineering insti-
tute about the latest tech-
nology.
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Multidisciplinary research scholars’ 
conclave in NIT from 28th to 30th

Raipur, Jun 25: National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur is organising
a three-day multidiscipli-
nary research scholars’
conclave for the PhD schol-
ars from 28th to 30th June
2022. The event will serve
as an excellent platform
for the scholars to present
their research findings
and to nurture the young
minds of this Institute to-
wards accelerated re-
search and innovation in
the various R&D sectors
and also provide a forum
to identify problems ori-
ented research and share
ideas in diversified topics
related to current trends
and future advances in
areas of sciences, tech-
nologies and humanities.

The chief patron for the
event will be Dr AM

Rawani, Director, NIT
Raipur, the Chairperson
will be Dr P Diwan, Dean
(R&C), NIT Raipur, the or-
ganizing secretary will
consist of Dr Anamika
Yadav, Associate Professor,
Department of Electrical
Engineering, Dr Awanish
Kumar, Assistant

Professor, Department of
Biotechnology, and Dr
Tirath Prasad Sahu
Assistant Professor,
Department of
Information Technology.
The speakers for the event
will be Ms Suvira
Shrivastav, Publishing
Director, Journals

Springer Nature,
Mathematics, Physical &
Applied Sciences, South
East Asia, South Asia &
Pacific and Dr Sunil
Kumar Satpathy, Deputy
Librarian, NIT Raipur.

The abstracts being pre-
sented by the scholars
have been submitted for
inclusion and publication
in Abstract Volume. A
total of 250+ research find-
ings shall be showcased
through presentations
spanning 18 disciplines
during three days.
Emphasis will be on multi-
disciplinary research be-
tween Engineering, Pure
& Applied Sciences.
Abstract Volume (with
ISBN) shall be released
during Inaugural Session
and and five Best Research
Paper Awards shall be de-
clared, one each from five
Research Groups during
Valedictory Session.

School children witness Daksh
Command Centre

Raipur, Jun 25: On com-
pletion of seven years of
establishment of Smart
City Mission, Raipur
Smart City is conducting
two different activities.
Under this, the students of
RD Tiwari School operat-
ed under Swami
Atmanand Utkrisht

Vidyalaya Yojana were
shown Daksh Command
Center. Students had an
opportunity to closely un-
derstand the working sys-
tem of the Command
Center.

Mayor Aijaz Dhebar
while addressing the chil-
dren said that the modern
system of Daksh
Command Center is play-
ing a major role in provid-
ing necessary facilities, in-
formation to citizens. It is

also playing role in effec-
tive crime control and traf-
fic management, he said.
He asked the children to
contribute towards mak-
ing Raipur an excellent
city.

He also called for organ-
izing regular quiz compe-
titions in all the schools of
the city operated under
Swami Atmanand scheme
to connect school children
with contemporary sub-
jects and to organize visits

to important places of
Raipur.

Traffic DSP Satish
Thakur taught children to
follow rules as responsible
citizens with discipline.
Giving information, ITMS
in-charge Vijay Madhukar
told the children that ac-
tion is taken by tracing
mobile-car theft, traffic
rules breakers. RSCL’s
GIS Expert Ranjit Ranjan
also gave tips related to GI
to the students.

Digital door number for all houses in Raipur soon

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 25: On the
foundation day of
Smart City Mission, an
agreement was signed
between Raipur Smart
City and IndusInd Bank
for allotment of digital
core numbers to all 3.15
lakh houses in Raipur
city. Raipur Smart City
MD Mayank Chaturvedi

and IndusInd Bank
National Head Jyoti
Ranjan Pradhan signed
the agreement for this
project in presence of

Mayor Aijaz Dhebar.
After the MoU of digi-

tal door numbers,
Mayor Dhebar said that
digital door number in

Raipur would be an im-
portant step towards
making the entire city
hi-tech. House owner
can get 26 services relat-
ed to e-governance mod-
ule through digital door
number by scanning
unique digital plate.
Raipur Smart City and
IndusInd Bank will
start work on this proj-
ect soon.

Mayank Chaturvedi,
MD, Raipur Smart City
informed that digital
plates of unique num-
bers of all 3.15 lakh
houses of the city will
be prepared and in-
stalled with QR codes in
houses. With unique
number, 26 essential
services including prop-

erty tax, door to door
garbage collection, tap
connection, mutation,
building permit, regu-
larization, emergency
services of police, am-
bulance, fire brigade
will be easily available
sitting at home.

With a clear identifi-
cation of the house,
door to door delivery fa-
cility will also become
easier.

Apart from this, all
property owners will
also get their property
ID through this digital
number. Jyoti Ranjan
Pradhan, National
Head, IndusInd Bank,
said that the work on
the project would be
started very soon.

Special events today for public 
awareness about drug de-addiction 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 25: Efforts
will be made to create a
positive environment
through public awareness
against drug addiction in
the state on the occasion of
International Day against
Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking on June 26. In
order to develop wide pub-
lic opinion against drugs,
a campaign will be
launched for promotion
and public awareness in

all the districts with the
cooperation of various de-
partments. Instructions
have been issued by the
Social Welfare
Department to all the col-
lectors.

School Education,
Higher Education, Health,
Sports and Youth Welfare,
Women and Child
Development, Public
Relations, Panchayat,
Excise and Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Departments have been
asked to make special ef-
forts to create awareness
in the society against drug
addiction.

Special emphasis has
been laid on creating
awareness among the com-

munity by the Social
Welfare Department for
the prevention of drug
abuse. Programs will be
organized for drug de-ad-
diction in panchayats
through Bharat Mata
Vahini.

People will be informed
about the ill-effects of
drug addiction by estab-
lishing a dialogue with
them. Wide publicity will
be done in drug and AIDS
affected areas for de-addic-
tion. Drug de-addiction
programs will be broad-
cast through radio and TV.
Efforts will be made to cre-
ate awareness against
drug addiction among the
students through motiva-
tional speeches.

BJP to launch movement on 
unemployment in Chhattisgarh

Raipur, Jun 25:
Bharatiya Janata Party is
going to project unemploy-
ment as a major issue in
upcoming elections. To
this end the party is plan-
ning to take political capi-
tal out of this issue exist-
ing among the youth
through its youth wing
‘Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM). Now it
has been officially an-
nounced that from June 27
to August 9, almost every
day there will be a protest
on unemployment in the
entire state. BJYM nation-
al president Tejashwi
Surya will come to Raipur
on this issue. BJYM lead-
ers will lead this move-
ment. Addressing a press
conference held at BJP of-
fice in Raipur on Saturday
State President of Yuva
Morcha Amit Sahu said

that a large number of
youth were not getting em-
ployment in the state. He
said that BJYM workers
will expose Congress gov-
ernment on the issue of
employment in each and
every nook and corner of
every city. For this Yuva
Morcha is going to organ-
ize various programmes
from 27 to 9 August, he in-
formed.

From June 27 to June
30, meetings would be
held in every district of
the state. Top leaders of
BJP will come to attend

meetings. From July 1 to
July 5, programme would
be launched to gherao
Congress MLAs in every
assembly constituency.
Poster campaign will also
be run from 6 to 9 July.
Unemployment posters
will be put up in each
place.

From July 10 to 15 un-
employment tents will be
set up to collect informa-
tion about youth who are
not getting employment.
BJP will help them fill up
unemployment forms.
From July 15 to 20,

protests at the assembly
constituency level will be
held across the state.
Preparations are on for
demonstrations in every
district of the state from
July 23 to 28.

Subsequently on
August 9, unemployed
youth, contract workers
and BJP leaders from all
over the state will gather
in Raipur for a major
protest demonstration.
Tejashwi Surya, National
President of BJP Yuva
Morcha will also be pres-
ent in this protest.

History of emergency be included
in text books, demands Upasne

Raipur, Jun 25: BJP
leader Sachchidanand
Upasne who was jailed
during emergency said
here today said that
Emergency was like the
second fight for freedom in
this country. The first bat-
tle was fought against the
British, the country was
liberated. The second fight
was against the Congress
and the Prime Minister
Indira Gandho who im-
posed Emergency, he said

while addressing a press
conference at BJP office in
Raipur on 47th anniver-
sary of Emergency on
Saturday.

Upasne further said that
emergency was imposed
in the country to stay in
power. The media was
clamped down. Even if a
line was written against
Indira Gandhi, it would
have been removed or
journalists would have
been put in jail. Millions
of families are still suffer-
ing because of that peri-
od, he said and demanded
that history of

Emergency should be in-
cluded in the text books.
School children should be
taught whatever hap-
pened at that time, he
added.

Upasane had gone to
jail during emergency. He
was jailed from 19
December 1975 to 21
March 1977 for raising the
slogan “Indira Teri
Tanashahi Nahi Chalegi”
at Jayastambh Chowk.
Upasane claims that the
MISA Act was introduced
in the country in the year
1971. ‘We were imprisoned
under the same law as

anti-nationals  and we
were lathi-charged in jail’,
he said.

Emergency has its roots
in the 1971 Lok Sabha
elections, when Indira
Gandhi defeated
Rajnarayan from Rae
Bareli seat. But
Rajnarayan did not give
up and challenged the de-
cision in the High Court
alleging election rigging.
On June 12, 1975, Justice
Jagmohan Lal Sinha of the
Allahabad High Court can-
celed the election of Indira
Gandhi and banned her
from contesting elections
for six years. Emergency
was imposed in the country
for the sake of the chair. On
18 January 1977, Indira sud-
denly announced to hold
the Lok Sabha elections in
March. In the election held
on March 16, both Indira
and Sanjay lost. The
Emergency ended on 21
March and Morarji Desai
became the Prime
Minister.

p 47th anniversary of
Emergency 

Protest demonstra-
tion to be staged in
every district every
day from 27 to 9
August

p To mark
International Day
against Drug Abuse
and Illicit Trafficking 

Digital plate to give
easy identification
and many facilities 

MoU signed
between Raipur
Smart City and
IndusInd Bank

7 years of smart
city mission com-
pleted

p For PhD scholars

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 25: Some
fraudsters of Raipur and
Hyderabad looted an en-
tire bank by withdrawing
Rs 16 crore 40 lakh 12 thou-
sand 655 through a coun-
terfeit cheque in the name
of a government agency.
This incident of fraud that
occurred in Axis Bank
came to light when the
bank staff handed over
this large amount to
frauds. However, seven
persons were arrested in
connection with this inci-
dent within 24 hours of re-

ceipt of complaint.
Raipur SSP Prashant

Agarwal briefed media on
this matter on Saturday
evening. While the SSP

was talking to the media,
his table was covered with
bundles of notes. The po-
lice recovered Rs 84 lakh
from the fraudsters who

looted Axis Bank. Dozens
more members of fraud-
sters’ gang, involved in
this incident who are said
to be absconding. Police
hope that rest of the
amount would be recov-
ered with their arrest.

Axis Bank’s B Anand in
his complaint with
Mujhagan police station in
Raipur said that his bank
had an account of
Chhattisgarh Rajya Krishi
Mandi Board. According
to complainant Satish
Verma and Chandrabhan
Singh along with their as-
sociates first issued a fake
check book and then got
some amount transferred
from this account through
fake check book to some
other bank accounts.

During investigation

police received input
that money was trans-
ferred to accounts in
Hyderabad. Raipur
Police reached

Hyderabad. There on
the basis of bank de-
tails, 2 people were ar-
rested and 5 people in
Raipur. On the basis of

this input Raipur Police
went to Hyderabad. On
the basis of bank details
two persons were arest-
ed in Hyderabad and
five persons in Raipur.

Raipur resident
Sourabh Mishra said
that he carried out this
incident along with his
acquaintance Abid
Khan. One Ghulam
Mustafa, who worked in
Kotak Mahindra, also
supported him. Ghulam,
who was known to the
officers of the Mandi
Board had come to know
about a major transac-
tion of Mandi Board.

After this, he along
with others got a total of
Rs 60 crore withdrawn
and got it transferred to
other accounts through

fake checks. The main
accused who carried out
this case are still ab-
sconding. The team of
Raipur Police is tracing
them in cities like Delhi,
Mumbai, Gujarat,
Bangalore.

Those arrested in con-
nection with this inci-
dent are 43-year old
Sandeep Ranjan Das
(resident of Durg),
Raipur Sameer Kumar
Jangde (28), Raipur resi-
dent Sourabh Mishra
(36), Raipur resident Md
Abid Khan (45), Raipur
resident Gulam Mustafa
(38), Medal (Telangana)
resident Satyanarayan
Verma (33) and
Rajendra Nagar
(Telangana) resident Sai
Praveen Reddy.

Fraudsters withdraw money on counterfeit cheque
Seven arrested in
connection with
fraud in Axis Bank
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810 licenses canceled for
violating traffic rules

Dhamtari, June 25:
Strict action is being taken
in Dhamtari district for vi-
olating traffic rules. Every
month 10-15 licenses are
being canceled and so far
810 drivers’ licenses have
been revoked. It is note-
worthy that in view of the
deaths due to road acci-
dents in the district, the
traffic police have started
a special drive to rectify

the system. Under this,
proposals for cancellation
of licenses of drivers who
drive over speed signal
jumps, negligent driving
and drunken driving are
being sent to the court con-
tinuously. On the instruc-
tions of SP Prashant
Thakur, the team of
Traffic DSP Mani Shankar
Chandra has prepared a
special action plan and is

taking action by identify-
ing the violators of the
traffic rules. According to
the traffic branch, the li-
censes of 810 such drivers
have been canceled in the
last six years. It has li-
cense holders from
Dhamtari as well as other
districts. This year, action
has been taken against 682
people who broke the red
signal in five months.

Permanent construction on new fairground still on hold
Rajim, June 25: As per
information, for the per-
manent construction of
the famous Rajim Maghi
Punni Mela of
Chhattisgarh, the gov-
ernment is only making
announcements from the
Muktakashi Mahotsav
platform for the last
three-four years. And at
present the land has been
marked by raising a red
flag, but the construction
has not been started till
date.

According to sources,
as soon as the fair ap-
proaches, the place is
changed, and the fair is
conducted on the old
ground itself and as soon
as the fair is over, once

again the governance, ad-
ministration and govern-
ment forget about perma-
nent construction.

Apart from the path-
way along the road,
many permanent con-
struction works are to be
done, in which many

works like huts, dharam-
sala, stage for programs,
Meena Bazaar, organized
shop to be set up in the
fair are to be done. In the
month of November-
December of 2021, the
then District Collector
Nilesh Kumar had

reached Kshirsagar dur-
ing the inspection and
had assured that in the
coming three to four
years, the work of perma-
nent construction would
be completed, but the
work remains the same.

Further after the ap-
pointment of Namrata
Gandhi and now Prabhat
Malik as District
Collector, people are
hopeful that work of per-
manent construction on
the new fair ground, will
start soon.

It is noteworthy that 54
acres of government land
has been acquired for
Maghi Punni Mela,in
which 17 acres of farm-
ers’ agricultural land is

included and from the
Sheetla temple of the city
to the Chaubebandha
bridge, there is an em-
bankment for about one
and a half to two kilome-
ters and there is a deep
pit of about 20 to 25 feet
on its side, it has become
necessary to bridge them.
The government of the
then Dr. Raman Singh
had reserved 25 acres of
land for permanent con-
struction on the new
fair ground,later, the
government of Bhupesh
Baghel has reserved 54
acres of land and people
are looking forward to
seeing permanent con-
struction on the land
soon.

Student entrepreneur bags IAF’s ‘Most Promising Startup 2022’ Award
Bilaspur, Jun 25:
Abhijeet Tripathi, a third
year computer science
and engineering student
at Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
Bilaspur, has recently
been honored with the
prestigious IAF Most
Promising Startup 2022
award and has been fea-
tured in the “Achievers
World” international
magazine and it has
proven the excellent
guidance and platform
presented by the Central
University. Abhijeet has

created a software com-
pany named “Pressear
Software Pvt Ltd” which
is capable of providing
customized software so-
lutions and products re-
lated to nine different
sectors including agricul-
ture, healthcare and
many more. Coming
from an poor economic
background, this boy has
fulfilled his dream of
forming a company by
providing employment
and contributing to the
development of the na-
tion. Employing around

20 part-time employees
and a few full-time em-
ployees, the company has

already been featured at
the prestigious 8th
Global Choice Awards
2022 and by Business
Connect magazine.
Backed by solid research
and development,
Abhijeet and his team
have proved their
excellence by acquiring
clients from different
parts of India as well as
from from foreign coun-
tries like USA and
Australia.

Abhijeet has given the
primary credit of his suc-
cess to his parents and

teachers, especially Dr.
Alok Kumar Singh
Kushwaha, Head of the
Department of Computer
Science and Engineering.
According to him, the uni-
versity has provided him
every resource and guid-
ance from day one and he
has expressed his grati-
tude to the university, es-
pecially to the Hon’ble
Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
for encouraging him to-
wards Swalambi
Chhattisgarh Abhiyan
and entrepreneurship.

Columbia organizes plantation prog

Raipur, Jun 25: Dense
Forest Plantation
Programme by Green
Army, Amlidih, Raipur
Zone, Chhattisgarh was
organized at Columbia
Group of Institutions
which is a wiser initiative
for A forestation.

The A forestation pro-
gram is a collaborative

learning initiative of
Rotary club of Raipur
Greater, Green Army,
NGO, Amlidih Raipur,
NSS Unit of CIP, CCP and
CIET was achieved by dig-
ging of pit in Columbia
Group of Institutions.

Several dignitaries
were present, Sankalp
Varvandkar, President,

Rotary club of Raipur
Greater. Manish agrawal
sectretary Raipur greatar
and Raj Dubey Past
President were also pres-
ent.

Green Army Members
from Amlidih Raipur
Zone were also present,
namely, Gurdeep Tuteja,
Ms. Monika Bagrecha ,
Dr. Bharti Shrivastava
and Principals of various
Institutes of Columbia
Group of Institutions
were present along with
students at the
A f f o r e s t a t i o n
Programme..

This information was
shared by Mr. Sagar
Sahu, Programme Officer
of NSS Unit Columbia
Institute of Pharmacy.

Inflation effecting farming community as
they fall to the cycle of debt

Rohit Verma

Kharora, June 25: The
work of farming has start-
ed with the onset of mon-
soon, but the unbridled in-
flation, which is increasing
day by day, is raising cur-
tains on regular effects of
inflation on the life and
work of the farming com-
munity, particular small
time farmers who are
falling to debt. With the
price of agricultural tools,
fertilizers, labour as well as

tractor renting prices
going up drastically, the
famers are stuck between
the games of profit and
loss, in which many are
failing desperately. The
margin of the harvest,
with each passing year is
falling drastically, as both
essential commodity prices
and agricultural equip-
ment price is going beyond
the reach of the farmers.
Tractors which are mostly
taken on rent by the
farmer’s have gone double

the actual price for a one
hour rent, due to the rise in
diesel prices. Due to the ef-
fect of inflation on agricul-
ture, the farmers of the
poor section are now get-
ting away from the old tra-
dition like Adhia and
Regaha too. Farmer
Santosh Nirmalkar says
that the farmers who are al-
ready facing crisis are now
getting stuck due to all-
round hit of inflation. The
huge increase in the prices
of tractor rent, labour, fer-

tilizers, seeds, pesticides
and petrol, diesel has re-
duced the savings of the
farmers and most of them
fall to the cycle of debt due
to this, he stated. The labor-
ers engaged in planting are
also taking contract at the
rate of thirty five hundred
to four thousand rupees per
acre and due to all the re-
saons, there is a lot of re-
sentment among the farm-
ers due to which many are
already in the cycle of debt
from local money lenders.

Vidyamandir Classes breaks record
for the longest continuous coaching 

Raipur, Jun 25: In a first
of its kind innovative ap-
proach, India’s pioneer in-
stitute for JEE, NEET and
other competitive exams
p r e p a r a t i o n s ,
Vidyamandir Classes, suc-
cessfully conducted
‘Grand Marathon Class’

that continued for about
102.5 hours first time in
the history of India in se-
rious education.

The classes were taken
by the Founders, HODs
and other eminent faculty
of VMC. The first in the
history of test prep diaspo-
ra, the grand marathon
class witnessed a record
view of over 1 lakh on
YouTube and over 1 lakh
notes were downloaded
from their telegram plat-
form.

Apart from an increase
of 2000 more subscribers
during the marathon on
you tube and telegram sep-

arately, the increase in the
brand equity in both on-
line and offline space was
multifold.

“I hereby extend my sin-
cere thanks to all the team
who gave the full-hearted
support in this grand
event and left no stone un-
turned to make it happen.
My sincere thanks to VMC
Founders and all faculty
who took lectures in odd &
even hours of the day as
per schedule.

This is yet another stu-
dent centric step taken by
the leading institute by
showing their dedication
towards the students and

their career. With a legacy
of over 35 years in this
field, Vidyamandir
Classes have always been
inculcating value addition
to aspirants in emerging
victorious.” said Saurabh
Kumar, Chief Academic
Officer, Vidyamandir
Classes. VMC is first in
the history of any coach-
ing institute in India to
launch a non-stop & con-
tinuous 100 hours of class-
es live where over 36 facul-
ty (12 for each subject –
physics chemistry and
Mathematics) had revised
the complete syllabus of
JEE Main.

City couple blessed with child
through  IVF procedure 

Raipur, Jun 25: A cou-
ple married for 22 years
achieved a successful
pregnancy with the help
of advanced technology
and donor oocyte at the
Indira IVF Raipur centre.
Sarita, 44 (name changed)
and her husband, Rajesh
(name changed), were try-
ing to have children after
marriage 22 years back
but remained unsuccess-
ful even after 12 rounds of
IUI elsewhere before they
approached the city-based
Indira IVF centre.

The evaluation at
Indira IVF revealed that
the female partner had
Secondary Amenorrhoea
(no mesnturation) with
diminished ovarian re-
serve (inadequate num-
ber of eggs) with thin en-
dometrium. Along with
this, Sarita also had a his-
tory of APLA POSITIVE
(ANA raised, LA normal,
anti cardio lipin normal)
and had undergone di-
agonsitic laproscopy for
bilateral tubal block in
2016. She had taken ATT
for six months in view of
kochs. They had under-
gone twelve failed IU
treatment at other clinics
before so were apprehen-
sive of any fruitful result.
However, the experienced
doctors at Indira IVF con-
sulted and motivated
them to begin treatment
process.

The couple’s case indi-

cated that a self-cycle of
pregnancy with their own
eggs would not be possi-
ble due to the lack of the
same, and would have to
resort to a donor egg
cycle. A hysteroscopic lat-
eral wall metroplasty was
performed on Sarita
which is a reconstructive
procedure done on the
uterus, scar tissues were
released. After this she
was given hormone re-
placement therapy for en-
dometrium prepration.
She had also received
three doses of injection of
platelet-rich plasma ther-
apy. As this was a donor
egg cycle, embryo trans-
fer was done and two good
quality blastocyst embryo
were transferred into
Sarita’s uterus when her
endometrial thickness
was 8 mm. On the 14th
day after transfer, a beta-
human chorionic go-
nadotropin (beta-hCG)
test confirmed the preg-
nancy following which it
was monitored very cau-
tiously given the patient’s
medical condition of
APLA positive status.
After few days patient
complain of bleeding PV,
on TVS large sub-chori-
onic hematoma was
found. Patient was man-
aged conservatively and
subsequent scan showed
no hematoma. Rest of the
antenatal period was un-
eventful.

Tea gardens have become the
new identity of Jashpur

Raipur, Jun 25: Famous
for its unique tribal cul-
ture, scenic beauty and nat-
urally created sites,
Jashpur is establishing its
new identity in tea cultiva-
tion from the last 3.5 years.
Till now, Assam and
Darjeeling were famous for
tea cultivation in India, but
tea cultivation in Jashpur
has also started catching
attraction of tourists.
Situated in the northern-
east corner of
Chhattisgarh, Jashpur dis-
trict has a favourable cli-
mate and geographical
conditions for tea produc-

tion. Keeping this in view, a
tea garden has been

established here to pro-
mote tea cultivation. One of
the usp here is that pesti-
cides and chemical fertiliz-
ers are used for tea cultiva-
tion in other parts of coun-
try but due to the Godhan
Nyay Yojana, vermicom-
post is used in the tea gar-
dens of Jashpur which en-

hances the taste of tea
along with providing many
health benefits.

Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the Chhattisgarh
government has set up a
tea processing unit at
Balachhapar in Jashpur
district at a cost of Rs 45
lakh.

Production of black and

green tea has started here.
The unit has been set up in
the Environment
Plantation Complex of the
Forest Department at
Balachhapar. The unit has
a processing capacity of
300 kg green tea leaves per
day.

Sarudih tea garden, situ-
ated three kilometres away
from Jashpur district head-
quarters in the lap of
mountains and forests, is
becoming a popular tourist
attraction. Sprawled over
an area of about 18 acres,
the tea garden is being op-
erated by a women group
under the guidance of the
Forest Department. A large
number of people visit
here everyday. Similarly,
tea plantation is also being
done at Sodga Ashram in
Jashpur.

CM had his afternoon
lunch at the residence of

farmer Arjun Diwan

Raipur, Jun 25: During
the statewide programme
of Bhent Mulaqat, the
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel had his
lunch at farmer Arjun
Singh Diwan’s home in the
village Patratoli, located
in the Duldula
Development Block in
Jashpur. The lunch con-
sisted of a dish made up of
local jackfruit, Amti Bhaji,
Baing Bhaiji, Kulthi Dal,
Koyenar, Sunsuniya
Bhaki, Mahua Guda,
Munga Bhaki, Sakhi
Kanda, Arsa and Alu Badi,
and Madua Halwa. On this
occasion, the MLA of
Kunkuri Mr. U.D. Minj was
also present.

The Chief Minister on
this occasion said that the
pleasure of eating at a
farmer’s home in the vil-
lage is far more than the

joy of eating at a restau-
rant. He will always re-
member this delicious
taste of pure
Chhattisgarhi food. The
family members of the
farmer Arjun Diwan lov-
ingly welcomed the Chief
Minister in a traditional
way. The family members
of the farmer Arjun
Diwan lovingly wel-
comed the Chief
Minister in a traditional
way. The 80-year-old
farmer Arjun Singh is
elated after having lunch
with the Chief Minister.
He said that it is his and
his family’s privilege that
the Chief Minister visit-
ed their home to have
lunch with them. The
Chief Minister also of-
fered gifts to the family
members of Arjun Singh
after the lunch.

Bhagat gave instructions to collector
to remove shortage of fertiliser

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 25: Food,
Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection
Minister, Amarjit Bhagat,
after discussing with the
Surguja District Collector
through telephone, has
instructed to 

take necessary steps to
remove the shortage of
fertilizers in Surguja
(Ambikapur) district in-
cluding Sitapur assembly
constituency and to pro-
vide fertilizers easily to
the farmers. It is worth

mentioning that Minister
Bhagat spoke to the
Collector over phone, tak-
ing immediate cog-
nizance of the problems
related to chemical fertil-
izers by the 

farmers of Sitapur and
Ambikapur areas. Bhagat

apprised the collector
about the problems of the
farmers and inquired
about the availability of
fertilizers in the district.
He also directed to take
necessary steps to remove
problem of the farmers
and fulfill their require-

ments. Minister Bhagat
said that Chhattisgarh
Government is commit-
ted for the welfare of
farmers. Appropriate
steps are being taken by
the government to contin-
uously increase the in-
come of the farmers.

Farmers of Sitapur
and Ambikapur
area informed the
minister about the
problem of fertilizer

p Tea tourism is get-
ting a major push
in Jashpur from tea
gardens

In Indian history

Successfully con-
ducts 102.5 hours of
coaching for JEE
Main through
‘Grand Marathon
Class’



Central Chronicle News

KKhhaarroorraa,,  JJuunn  2255::  The villagers
of Samoda Bhandarpuri and
Sakti area have been demand-
ing opening of Power
Distribution Centre in Samoda
for last many years, but it fell in
deaf years for till few years
back. But after formation of
Congress government in the
state, the people of the region
have once again developed a
ray of hope from the Minister
for Urban Administration and
Development Dr Shiv Kumar
Daharia. 

The villagers apprised him of
their problem during 'jandar-
shan' and added that villagers
from remote villages of Arang
viz. Dumaha, Bhandarpuri,
Paraswani, Aamsena,
Ghourbhata, Kodapar, Sakir,
Korsi, Pirda, Chikhli, Kutel,
Kurud, Rasouta and others, had
to go to Arang to get the power
related work done and had to
face lots of problmes. 

On hearing this, the Minister

took it seriously and immedi-
ately directed the officials pres-
ent to write a letter to CSEB
and open a distribution centre
in Gram Samoda and got the
same sanctioned for Samoda.
Now the villagers of Gram

Samoda, Sankri and others will
not have to go to Arang to get
power related works done. 

The public representatives
of Samoda, Bhandarpuri and
others have expressed grati-
tude towards the Minister Dr

Shiv Kumar Daharia for grant-
ing sanction for opening of
power distribution centre in
Samoda.

The delegation included
Khileshwar Dewangan
President, Janpad Panchayat

Arang; Kesari Mohan Sahu
District Panchayat member
Raipur; Durga Rai district
panchayat member, Komal
Singh Sahu block president,
Sanjay Chelak Janpad mem-
ber and others.

Students practice yoga on IYD
Central Chronicle News

Vishrampuri, Jun 25:
Swami Atmanand Govt.
English Medium
School, Vishrampuri
celebrated 8th World
Yoga Day on 21st June
2022 with great zeal.

This is the first time
when SAGES,
Vishrampuri has organ-
ized World Yoga Day
after it has opened.
Students from classes 1
to 12 have participated
in it. On this occasion
Principal of G.H.S.S,
Vishrampuri was pres-
ent along with K.K.Nag
(V.P.), Markam ( P.T.I),
parents, and all staff.

The benefits of Yoga
have been shared with
students by the demon-
stration of different
asanas. The energy of
the students was worth
seeing as the bad weath-
er also did not stop them
from coming to school.

Overall it was a suc-
cessful program.
Completion of the pro-
gram was announced by
Mrs Premlata Dhruw (
Principal G.H.S.S,
Vishrampuri). In the

end, sprouts have been
distributed to the stu-
dents.
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Villagers express gratitude towards Daharia
p For granting sanc-

tion of power 
distribution centre 
in Samoda

POLLUTED YAMUNA RIVER

Volunteers participate in a cleanliness drive along the polluted banks of River Yamuna, near ITO in New Delhi, Saturday, June 25.

BSP extends support to the BJP-led
NDA’s Prez candidate Droupadi Murmu

Lucknow, Jun 25 (PTI):

The BSP on Saturday ex-
tended its support to the
BJP-led NDA’s presiden-
tial candidate Droupadi
Murmu, who is likely to be
the first tribal leader and
the second woman to occu-
py the post.

Murmu on Friday filed
her nomination papers for
the July 18 presidential
election, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
handing over the set of pa-
pers to Returning Officer
P C Mody.

“The BSP has decided to
extend support to
Droupadi Murmu in the
coming presidential elec-
tions keeping in mind that
the Adivasi samaj is an im-
portant part of the party’s
movement,” BSP supremo
Mayawati said here.

“This decision was

taken not to support the
BJP or NDA nor to go
against the opposition
UPA. It was done keeping
in mind our party and its
movement for making a
capable and dedicated
Adivasi woman the presi-
dent of the country,” she
said.

The BSP president
while criticising the oppo-
sition parties for keeping
her out of consultation
while deciding on the pres-
idential candidate,
stressed that her party is
free to decide on the presi-
dential election.

“The Bengal chief min-
ister by unilaterally and
arbitrarily inviting only
selected parties to the
meeting of the opposition
on June 15 and then
Sharad Pawar (of NCP)
not calling the BSP for a
similar meeting on June

21 makes their casteist in-
tentions clear,” Mayawati
alleged.

Since the opposition is
continuing with its
“casteist” mindset against
the BSP, Mayawati said
her party was independ-
ent to take its own deci-
sion on the presidential
elections.

“In such a situation, the
efforts of opposition unity
the presidential and vice-
president elections are not
serious and people see it
only as a pretence,” she
said.

Former Union minister
Yashwant Sinha has been
declared the joint candi-
date by many opposition
parties, including the
Congress, the TMC and
the NCP. Mayawati said,
“The BSP is neither a fol-
lower of NDA nor of UPA
or their constituents.

Maha crisis: Legal battle underway on
Constitutional stalemate, says Cong

Mumbai, Jun 25 (PTI):

As rebel Shiv Sena
MLAs led by Eknath
Shinde camping in
Guwahati dig in their
heels, the Congress, part of
the Maha Vikas Aghadi,
on Saturday said a legal
battle over a
Constitutional stalemate
is underway and asserted
that the tripartite dispen-
sation remains strong.

Amid angry protests by
Shiv Sena cadres in parts
of Maharashtra against
their rebel leaders, state
minister and Congress
leader Ashok Chavan said
the law and order situa-
tion is fine in the state.

He said Sena cadres are
only expressing their
anger against the rebels.

Talking to reporters
after Congress leaders met

in Mumbai to discuss the
prevailing political situa-
tion, Chavan said the rebel
faction will have to get a
legal sanction (for their
group or for assuming a
new name).

Congress legislature
party leader and state rev-
enue minister Balasaheb
Thorat said the MVA is on
a stronger wicket legally.

“We are monitoring the
situation. Right now a
legal battle over a
Constitutional stalemate
is on,” he said. Congress
said in a statement that
the Eknath Shinde camp
had submitted a notice to
move a resolution to re-
move Maharashtra deputy
Speaker, Narhari Zirwal,
under Article 179 of the
Constitution.

“But rules say any mo-
tion in the Assembly can

be moved only after the
Governor issues summons
to convene the Assembly
session. Once the notice to
remove the Speaker is re-
ceived, it has to be given 14
days (in advance). After 14
days, the notice will be
read in the Assembly and
then the rest procedure for
the removal will follow.

“As of now, the governor
has not issued summons
to convene the session, so
Shinde’s letter is not a mo-
tion to remove the Deputy
Speaker, it’s only an in-
tent,” the statement said.

It said Shinde has re-
ferred to the Supreme
Court judgement in the
Nebam Rebia case in his
support, however, it does-
n’t apply to Maharashtra
right now. “However, it is
a misplaced reference be-

cause in that case,
Arunachal Governor had
issued a summons for
convening the Assembly
session on November 3,
2015. The notice for the
removal of the Speaker
was moved on November
11, 2015. “It was after the
Assembly was convened
by the Governor that the
SC rightfully upheld its
judgement saying the
Speaker can’t adjudicate
upon disqualification,
while the notice on his
own removal is pending.
The directions in Nebam
Rebia case do not apply to
Maharashtra till the gov-
ernor convenes the
Assembly and a proper
and bonafide motion is
moved against the
Deputy Speaker,” it 
stated.

No BJP dharna when SIT
quizzed Modi: Amit Shah

New Delhi, Jun 25:

Taking a jibe at
Congress’s satyagraha
over Enforcement
Directorate questioning
Rahul Gandhi in the
National Herald case,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said that
Narendra Modi as Gujarat
Chief Minister appeared
before the special investi-
gation team in relation to
probe over post-Godhra vi-
olence but the Bharatiya
Janata Party did not re-
sort to “drama or dharna”
during the questioning.

Shah made the remarks

in an interview with ANI
after the Supreme Court
dismissed the plea chal-
lenging the clean chit
given by SIT to then
Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi and sever-
al others in 2002 riots.

The plea had been filed
by Zakia Jafri. Amit Shah
also referred to his facing
arrest in Sohrabuddin
Sheikh fake encounter
case, in which he was sub-
sequently acquitted, and
said no “dharna” was car-
ried out.

“In a democracy, PM
Modi presented an ideal
example of how the

Constitution should be re-
spected by all political per-
sons. Modiji was also ques-
tioned, but nobody protest-
ed, and (BJP) workers
from across the country
did not gather in solidarity
with Modiji. We cooperat-
ed with the law. I was also
arrested. There was no
protest or demonstration,”
he said.

“This is not the first
clean chit to PM Modi.
Nanavati Commission has
also given a clean chit.
Still the SIT was formed.
And Modiji did not appear
before the SIT doing
drama... come in support
from every village if not
then call MLAs, MPs and
ex-MPs, hold dharna,”
Shah added in a jibe at the
Congress party’s decision
to hold demonstrations in
national capital during
Rahul Gandhi’s question-
ing by the Enforcement
Directorate in the
National Herald case.

“We believe that we
should cooperate in the ju-
dicial process.

JK organises Blood
Donation Camps

New Delhi, June 25:  

Commemorating the
89th birth anniversary of
Late Hari Shankar
Singhania, former
President of the J K
Organisation, the eminent
industrial group organ-
ised ‘Blood Donation
Camps’ across its various
plants and offices.

While, the group is in-
volved in various social
services, the blood dona-
tions camps were specially
organized on this day as a
tribute to Late  Hari
Shankar Singhania who

was always keen to do
something extra for the so-
ciety. A ‘Padma Bhushan’
awardee, Late  Hari
Shankar Singhania played
an active role in the
growth and consolidation
of the JK Organisation by
setting up several new
ventures and acquiring
and inducting several
companies into the group
in the country and abroad.

Over 5500 employees of
JK Organization regis-
tered for the humanitari-
an cause and came for-
ward to support the blood
donation drive through

their participation. All the
donors were tested for
blood pressure, hemoglo-
bin, weight check, etc, in
the camps organized by JK
Organisation before dona-
tion. Every donor was
given a certificate of ap-
preciation for their contri-
bution.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Bharat Hari
Singhania, Chairman, JK
Organisation mentioned
that, “With the belief of
giving back to the society
engrained in the ethos by
the founders, JK
Organisation has stood
strong for over 100 years
now committed to en-
hance the quality of life
for all. This blood dona-
tion drive across JKO
Group companies is an ini-
tiative towards ensuring
the wellbeing of the larger
population needing the
lifesaving blood, on this
auspicious occasion of
Birth Anniversary of Late
Shri Hari Shankar
Singhania.”
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Suicide  
New Delhi: A 34-year-
old Delhi Police consta-
ble allegedly died by
suicide inside his office
at Mandir Marg police
station, police said on
Saturday. The deceased
constable has been
identified as Jaimal
Singh. According to po-
lice, the incident took
place on Friday while
he was on duty. His
body was found hang-
ing from the ceiling fan
inside his office.
Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP), New
Delhi Amrutha
Guguloth said, “Legal
proceedings u/s 174
CrPC have been 
initiated.”

Man held
Thane: Police have
arrested a 28-year-old
man in
Maharashtra’s Thane
district for his alleged
objectionable and
provocative post on
Prophet Mohammad
on a social messaging
platform, an official
said on Saturday. The
accused, Nikesh Raju
Pashte, a ‘mathadi’
worker (porter in
wholesale market)
from Sangampada in
Bhiwandi town in the
district, was arrested
on Friday, he said.

Woman killed
Budaun (UP): A 35-
year-old woman was
killed allegedly by her
husband on Saturday
morning following do-
mestic discord in
Ballia Nagla village,
police said. The ac-
cused allegedly slit
her throat and fled, SP
(City) Praveen Singh
Chauhan said. On get-
ting information
about the incident
from the woman’s rel-
atives, the police
reached the spot and
sent the body for post-
mortem. Domestic
discord is said to be
the cause of crime,
the SP said, adding a
hunt is on to nab the
accused husband.

Bengaluru, June 25: 

Celebrating its 6th
Foundation Day with part-
ner millers, udaan, India’s
largest business-to-business
e-commerce platform today
launched ‘Rishta Summit’–
a special programme to
recognise the contribution
made by millers in udaan’s
growth. Over the last six
years, udaan has built a
strong relationship with
millers across Bharat for

sourcing staples for its Food
Business. The two-day
Programme is the first ever
summit being organised
which was attended by over
75 millers from across 19
States and the leadership
team of udaan. With the
theme - ‘Rishta’ meaning re-
lationship, the summit is an
effort to strengthen partner-
ship with millers by provid-
ing them direct market ac-
cess through udaan’s exten-
sive distribution network

and retail partners.
udaan is rapidly scaling

its fulfilment centers and
working with partner farm-
ers and millers across
Bharat to serve the growing
demand as its Food &
FMCG business expands to
major cities / towns.
Through its fulfillment cen-
ters udaan works with over
2000 millers to directly
source staples thereby help-
ing them to get the best
prices for their produce.

‘Rishta Summit’ prog benefits millers
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OPENING CEREMONY 

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, center, looks at traditional dancers performing during the opening ceremony

of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM).

BRIEF

Climber dies  

Mexico City: A
woman mountain
climber in Mexico
died and a climbing
companion was in-
jured when they
scaled the highly ac-
tive, off-limits peak of
the Popocatepetl vol-
cano. Mexico’s volun-
teer Mountain Rescue
and Assistance
Brigade confirmed
Friday that the
climbers fell into a
gully about 300 metres
from the volcano’s
crater, suggesting they
had reached the crater
or near it.

Suspect arrested
San Francisco: Police
announced on Friday
that they have arrested
a suspect in this week’s
fatal shooting of a man
on a San Francisco sub-
way commuter train.
Javon Green, 26, was ar-
rested on Thursday in
Pittsburg, a city about
64 kilometres east of
San Francisco after po-
lice released a still
photo from surveillance
video of a man they de-
scribed as a person of
interest and asked any-
one with information to
contact authorities,
said Officer Kathryn
Winters, a spokesper-
son with the San
Francisco Police
Department.

Cargo plane crashes
Moscow: A Russian
military cargo plane
crashed Friday on a
training flight after
refuelling about 124
miles southeast of
Moscow, killing five
crew members and
leaving several oth-
ers injured, officials
said. The heavy-lift Il-
76 cargo plane went
down in the Ryazan
region after suffering
an engine problem
that forced the crew
of 10 to crash-land.

Washington, Jun 25:

Khushi Patel, a biomed-
ical student from the
United Kingdom, has
been declared the winner
of the Miss India
Worldwide 2022, the
longest-running Indian
pageant outside of India.

Vaidehi Dongre from
the US was declared the
first runner up on Friday
night while Shrutika
Mane was adjudged the
second runner up. The top
12 contestants at the pag-
eant were the winners of
various other contests
globally.

Patel, who is doing her
major in biomedical sci-
ences and minor in psy-
chology, said that she is
delighted to have won the
Miss India Worldwide
2022 pageant.

Over the next one year,
the model, who also owns
a clothing store, plans to
do a lot of charity events
and help third-world
countries.

Roshani Razack from
Guyana was declared
Miss Teen India
Worldwide 2022. Navya
Paingol from the US was

the first runner up, while
Chiquita Malaha from
Suriname was the second
runner up, according to
India Festival Committee
(IFC), which has been or-
ganising the event for the
past 29 years.

This year’s pageant was

held after a gap of three
years with the last one
being organised at the
Leela Hotel in Mumbai in
September 2019.
“Pandemic has changed
the way we think and live,
said IFC chairman
Dharmatma Saran.

Khushi Patel from UK wins
Miss India Worldwide 2022

Khushi Patel, a medical student from the United Kingdom,
being declared winner of the Miss India Worldwide 2022,
the longest-running Indian pageant outside of India, in
Washington, Friday night.

Dhaka, Jun 25 (PTI):

Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
on Saturday inaugurated
the long-awaited Padma
bridge, the country’s
longest and entirely built
with domestic funding.

The 6.15-km-long road-
rail four-lane bridge is
built over the Padma river
connecting southwestern
Bangladesh with the capi-
tal and other parts.

The multipurpose road-
rail bridge, which is fully
funded by the Bangladesh
government, has been con-
structed at a cost of USD

3.6 billion.
The inauguration of the

Padma bridge carries a lot
of significance as the
structure was built entire-
ly with domestic financ-

ing, defying speculations
by some financial ana-
lysts if Bangladesh could
mobilise the fund de-
pending on domestic re-
sources.

Hasina expressed deep
gratitude to the people
involved with the con-

struction of the Padma
bridge.

“I have no complaints
against anyone, but I reck-
on those who opposed the
Padma Bridge construc-
tion plan and called it a
‘pipe dream’, lack self-con-
fidence. I hope this bridge
will boost their confi-
dence,” the prime minister
said. “This bridge is not
just bricks, cement, iron,
and concrete This bridge
is our pride, a symbol of

our capacity, our strength
and our dignity. This
bridge belongs to the peo-
ple of Bangladesh,” she
said.

The Padma Bridge proj-
ect witnessed several engi-
neering wonders as well as
technological challenges.
It emerged as the wonder
structure for Bangladesh
and saw the use of state-of-
the-art machinery and
know-how.

The project was initially
expected to be funded by a
consortium led by the
World Bank.

In 2012, it cancelled the
proposed credit saying it
had credible evidence of
high-level corruption
among Bangladeshi offi-
cials. Bangladesh has all
through denied these alle-
gations and preferred not
to approach the interna-
tional global lender for
funding.

PM Hasina opens Bangladesh’s longest bridge
Oslo, Jun 25 (AP):

A gunman opened fire
in Oslo’s night-life district
early Saturday, killing two
people and leaving 10 seri-
ously wounded in what po-
lice are investigating as a
possible terrorist attack
during the Norwegian cap-
ital’s annual Pride festival.

Investigators said the
suspect, identified as a 42-
year-old Norwegian citi-
zen originally from Iran,
was arrested after opening
fire at three locations in
downtown Oslo.

While the motive was
unclear, organisers of
Oslo Pride canceled a pa-
rade that was set for
Saturday as the highlight
of a weeklong festival.

One of the shootings
happened outside the
London Pub, a bar popular
with the city’s LGBTQ

community, just hours be-
fore the parade was set to
begin.

Police attorney
Christian Hatlo said the
suspect was being held on
suspicion of murder, at-
tempted murder and ter-
rorism, based on the num-
ber of people targeted at
multiple locations.

Our overall assessment
is that there are grounds
to believe that he wanted

to cause grave fear in the
population, Hatlo said.

Hatlo said the suspect’s
mental health was also
being investigated.

We need to go through
his medical history, if he
has any. It’s not something
that we’re aware of now,”
he said.

The shootings hap-
pened around 1 a.m. local
time, sending panicked
revellers fleeing into the
streets or trying to hide
from the gunman.

Olav Roenneberg, a
journalist from
Norwegian public broad-
caster NRK, said he wit-
nessed the shooting.

I saw a man arrive at
the site with a bag. He
picked up a weapon and
started shooting,
Roenneberg told NRK.
First I thought it was an
air gun.

Suspected terror-linked shooting
in Oslo kills 2, wounds 10

Lahore, Jun 25 (PTI):

Sajid Majeed Mir, one of
India’s most wanted ter-
rorists and the main han-
dler of the deadly 2008
Mumbai attacks who was
earlier declared dead by
Pakistan, has been jailed
for over 15 years in a ter-
ror-financing case by an
anti-terrorism court in
the country, which is
struggling to exit the grey
list of the FATF.

The Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) of the
Punjab Police, which
often issues convictions of

the suspects in such cases
to the media, did not noti-
fy Mir’s conviction.

His sentencing comes
as Islamabad prepares for
an on-site visit by the offi-
cials from the Paris-based
global terror financing
watchdog Financial
Action Task Force (FATF)
to verify the implementa-
tion of Pakistan’s relevant
anti-money laundering
and terrorism-financing
reforms. A positive re-
port may facilitate
Pakistan’s exit from the
grey list of the FATF.

An anti-terrorism
court in Lahore early
this month had handed
down 15 and a half
years jail term to Sajid
Majeed Mir, an activist
of banned Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT), in a terror-
financing case, a senior
lawyer associated with
terror financing cases of
LeT and Jamaat-ud-
Dawa (JuD) leaders told
PTI on Friday.

Besides, since it was
an in-camera proceed-
ing at the high-security
jail, the media was not
allowed.

The lawyer further
said Mir has been in the
Kot Lakhpat jail in
Lahore since his arrest
in April. He said the
court also imposed a
fine of over Rs 400,000
on the convict.

Pakistani authorities
had in the past claimed
he had died, but
Western countries re-
mained unconvinced

and demanded proof of
his death. This issue be-
came a major sticking
point in FATF’s assess-
ment of Pakistan’s
progress on the action
plan late last year.

This was where things
finally started moving in
Mir’s case leading to his
arrest’, the Dawn newspa-
per reported on Saturday.

His conviction and sen-

tencing were, therefore,
major achievements that
Pakistani officials show-
cased in their progress re-
port given to FATF on its
action plan during the lat-
est plenary, the paper com-
mented.

It indeed helped in con-
vincing FATF members
that Pakistan had finished
all the required tasks, it
added.

Pakistan quietly jails ‘dead’ 26/11 LeT handler Sajid
Mir for over 15 years in terror financing case

I t's raining in many
parts of the region at

present but there are many
places where rainfall is very
less. Though we are getting
more rain this year, that does
not guarantee that rain shall
be there every year. We have
seen drought-like situations
in the past when there was
less rainfall. If we look at the
global data then we shall find
that since the year 2000, the
number and duration of
droughts has risen 29%; an
estimated 55 million people
globally are directly affected
by droughts every year; by
2050, droughts may affect
over three-quarters of the
world's population; more and
more of us will be living in
areas with extreme water
shortages, including an esti-
mated one in four children by
2040; between 1900 and 2019,
droughts impacted 2.7 billion
people in the world, and
caused 11.7 million deaths.
All this data shows that we
have more challenges in the
near future if we do not act
and take action.

The common word here is
drought and desertification

and we should know that de-
sertification is a phenome-
non that ranks among the
greatest environmental chal-
lenges of our time.
Desertification can include
the encroachment of sand
dunes on land, but it doesn't
refer to the advance of
deserts.

Rather, it is the persistent
degradation of dry land
ecosystems by climate
change and mainly human
activities: unsustainable
farming that depletes the nu-
trients in the soil, mining,
overgrazing (animals eat
away grasses and erode top-
soil with their hooves) and
clear-cutting of land, when
the tree and plant cover that
binds the soil is removed.
Desertification may be where
there is deforestation.

Desertification is a global
issue, with serious implica-
tions worldwide for biodiver-
sity, eco-safety, poverty eradi-
cation, socio-economic stabil-
ity and sustainable develop-
ment. We are aware that dry
lands are already fragile as
they become degraded, the
impact on people, livestock
and environment can be dev-
astating.

The issue of desertification
is not new though — it played
a significant role in human
history, contributing to the
collapse of several large em-
pires, and the displacement of
local populations. But at pres-
ent the current trend is more
challenging than the past as it
may affect more than what
happened in the past.

One of the important

events observed globally is a
day to combat desertification
and droughts. It is interesting
to learn that desertification,
along with climate change
and the loss of biodiversity
were identified as the great-
est challenges to sustainable
development during the 1992
Rio Earth Summit. Two years
later, in 1994, the General
Assembly established the
United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification
(UNCCD), the sole legally
binding international agree-
ment linking environment
and development to sustain-
able land management, and
declared June 17 "World Day
to Combat Desertification
and Drought" by its resolu-
tion A/RES/49/115.

This year, the theme of the
International Day against
Desertification, and Drought
is "Rising up from drought
together". This day is ob-
served every year to promote
public awareness of interna-
tional efforts to combat de-
sertification. Droughts are
among the greatest threats
to sustainable development,
especially in developing
countries, but increasingly
so in developed nations too.

Restoring degraded land
globally could lock away
three billion tonnes of at-
mospheric carbon into the
soil every year – offsetting
around ten per cent of the
world's current annual ener-
gy-related emissions.
Overall, actions to avoid, re-
duce and reverse land degra-
dation can provide over one-
third of the climate mitiga-

tion needed to keep global
warming under 2° by 2030.

Land restoration is the
ecological process to restore
a natural and safe landscape
for humans, wildlife, and
plant communities. The eco-
nomic benefits of land
restoration are huge. A
United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP) study revealed that
half of the world's GDP is de-
pendent on nature, and
every dollar invested in
restoration generates up to
USD 30 in benefits.

There is no doubt that land
is being degraded rapidly
worldwide. Human activity
has already altered over 70
per cent of all ice-free land.
In most terrestrial habitats,
native species have greatly
diminished in the last centu-
ry, and up to one billion
species are now at risk of ex-
tinction.

Some two billion people
depend on ecosystems in dry
land areas, 90% of whom
live in developing countries.
We have to take action like
reforestation and tree regen-
eration which means more
and more tree plantations
and we have to be serious
about water management.

We have not seen severe
droughts or desertification,
but we might have to experi-
ence the same in our own re-
gion. If we do not want
drought and desertification
then we must care for our na-
ture and take care of nature.
All of us can make a differ-
ence to bring sustainable de-
velopment.
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Young force a ploy
Under the existing system, a

jawan entering at 18 years re-
tires at 33 after serving for 15
years to earn pension. Isn’t 18
to 33 years of age a young
force? The call for young force
is just a ploy, real aim is to save
on the pension bills. It takes
three to four years to fully train
a person. Let us not use the
forces as a platform to train
men only to lose them to oth-
ers. I had commanded a unit in
the Air Force. If the scheme
had come at that time, I would
have refused to accept an
Agniveer in my unit. And, why
are you eyeing the pension of
the soldiers, how about the
MPs or MLAs who get pension
that they do not deserve?

WWgg  CCddrr  CCLL  SSeehhggaall  ((rreettdd)),,
JJaallaannddhhaarr

Flood woes 
We saw how rain flooded the

main roads of Guwahati and
how people of those areas suf-
fered because of the dirty
water that flooded their way.
People had to cross that road
for getting their work done. If
we carefully look for the reason
why every time the same area
is flooded, that reason will be
found to be poor drainage sys-
tem which makes those roads
waterlogged after even slight
rainfall. Residents living in
those areas can't even go out
for their every day needs and
have to take help of the rescue
teams. Electricity and water
supply are cut off from those
areas during the flood period.
People have to face a lot of
hardships during such periods.

IIppssiittaa  RRooyy,,  CCoottttoonn  UUnniivveerrssiittyy..

Caring for the
homeless 

Homelessness in India is a
growing issue, and to over-
come the problem it requires
multilateral cooperation. Our
country has a population of
1.40 billion, nonetheless it
struggles with maintaining an
equal distribution of wealth.
Seventy five years have rolled
by since India's independence,
sadly there are many homeless
people in our country who live
on streets, under bridges, on
highways or just in any place
they seek refuge. In addition,
they are exposed to the va-
garies of extreme weather con-
ditions, and they have to use
what is at their disposal to pro-
tect themselves. Homelessness
is one of the worst conditions
of existence for a person de-
prived of security, growth and
dignity in life. It is a pity that
the far cries of these
vagabonds and their funda-
mental life needs are unheard
of by the policy makers of the
government. Simple, yet es-
sential daily needs like taking a
shower or going out for work
that we take for granted, are
big and real concerns for the
community of homeless peo-
ple. We, as a society, must cre-
ate shelters for the homeless,
provide basic support and help
them fight for their rights and
dignity in life. 

RRaannggaannaatthhaann  SSiivvaakkuummaarr
CChheennnnaaii

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

F or the hapless people of Afghanistan, the list of miseries
just gets longer. A devastating earthquake shook the

country leaving at least 1,000 dead and several hundred
maimed. The quake was Afghanistan's deadliest in two decades,
and, with the full extent of the destruction among the villages
tucked in the mountains only slowly coming to light, officials say
the toll could rise. Shocks were felt as far away as India. The dis-
aster poses a huge logistical challenge for Afghanistan's new
Taliban government, which has isolated itself from much of the
world by introducing hardline Islamist rule that subjugates
women and girls. The aid-dependent country saw the bulk of its
foreign assistance cut off in the wake of the Taliban takeover last
August, and even before the earthquake the United Nations
warned of a humanitarian crisis that threatened the entire popu-
lation. The immediate priority for Afghanistan’s neighbours as
well as the international community should be to provide med-
ical help to those who critically need it. Over four decades of war
have resulted in little by way of a proper emergency manage-
ment system in Afghanistan, while the present cash-strapped
Taliban rulers are also not equipped to respond to a disaster of
such magnitude. Speedy international efforts are therefore re-
quired to help ferry the injured in remote locations to hospitals
where they can be provided emergency care as the Taliban have
appealed to aid agencies to participate in the relief effort.
Moreover, food, shelter and medicine need to be provided to sur-
vivors of the disaster. In particular, those states that have spent
trillions of dollars on waging war in Afghanistan must now spend
liberally to provide succour to the suffering Afghans in their time
of need. And considering the frequency of earthquakes in
Afghanistan and the high human toll they take, international ex-
perts should come forward to help put in place mitigation meas-
ures that can save lives when disaster strikes. Afghanistan is fre-
quently hit by earthquakes, especially in the Hindu Kush moun-
tain range, which lies near the junction of the Eurasian and Indian
tectonic plates. Over 7,000 people have been killed in quakes over
the last 10 years, as per the UN. Scores of people were killed in
January when two quakes struck the western province of
Badghis. In 2015, more than 380 people were killed in Pakistan
and Afghanistan when a 7.5-magnitude earthquake ripped across
the two countries. Afghanistan's deadliest recent earthquake
killed 5,000 in May 1998 in the northeastern provinces of Takhar
and Badakhshan. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said
the global agency has "fully mobilised" to help, deploying health
teams and supplies of medicine, food, trauma kits and emer-
gency shelter to the quake zone. The United States, whose troops
helped topple the initial Taliban regime and remained in
Afghanistan for two decades until Washington pulled them out
last year, was "deeply saddened" by the earthquake, the White
House said. President Biden is monitoring developments and has
directed USAID (US Agency for International Development) and
other federal government partners to assess US response options
to help those most affected. The European Union too was quick to
offer assistance. From the Vatican, Pope Francis offered prayers
for victims of the latest quake. India on its part said it was ready
to provide all possible relief material at the earliest. Expressing
anguish at the loss of lives and devastation caused by the earth-
quake, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said India stands by the
people of Afghanistan in their difficult times.

Unending list of woes 
for hapless Afghans
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Women check mangoes at the Aam Mahotsav organised at the Gyan Bhawan, in Patna, Saturday, June 25.

Rising up from drought together

AAM MAHOTSAV

RANJAN K BARUAH

M icrosoft is set to
bid adieu to

Windows 8.1 early next
year and will soon alerts
users via notifications.
The tech giant is ending
Windows 8.1 support in
January 2023, and will
begin pushing alerts to
users next month.
“Support for Windows 8
ended on January 12, 2016,
and support for Windows
8.1 will end on January 10,
2023,” the company said
in an update.

“Microsoft 365 Apps is no longer
supported on Windows 8 or Windows
8.1 after they have reached their end
of support dates. To avoid perform-
ance and reliability issues, we rec-
ommend that you move to a newer
version of Windows,” the company
added. Microsoft will not offer ex-
tended security update (ESU) pro-
gramme for Windows 8.1. “After that
date, if you’re running Microsoft
365, you’ll no longer receive updates
for the Office apps; this includes fea-
ture, security, and other quality up-
dates,” said the company, and ad-

vised users to upgrade to a support-
ed operating system.

Most Windows 8.1 or Windows 8 de-
vices will not meet the hardware re-
quirements for upgrading to Windows
11. “As an alternative, compatible
Windows 8 and 8.1 PCs can be upgrad-
ed to Windows 10 by purchasing and
installing a full version of the soft-
ware,” said the company. Windows 10
will continue to be supported until
October 14, 2025. Microsoft recom-
mended users to take advantage of the
latest hardware capabilities by mov-
ing to a new PC with Windows 11.

D igital disease management solu-
tions may help tackle the rising

populations of patients suffering from
chronic diseases in India, according to
a report on Friday. In terms of preva-
lence, hypertension, diabetes, and car-
diovascular disease are the three
largest chronic conditions, with close
to 242 million people suffering from
hypertension, 75 million people suffer-
ing from diabetes, and 67 million peo-
ple suffering from cardiovascular con-
ditions. This is followed by other
chronic conditions such as arthritis,
asthma, and chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease (COPD). According to
the report by domestic strategy con-
sulting firm Redseer Strategy
Consultants, the key drivers of India's
chronic disease count include genet-
ics, lifestyle, rapid urbanisation, and
stress.

The findings suggest that 60 per
cent of diabetic cases in India come
from urban cities, and more than 35
per cent of Indians suffer from mental
health issues, leading to increasing
stress levels in India that are above the
global average. Further, over 80 per
cent of chronic diseases occur in the
age groups 30 and above, and a signifi-

cant portion of India's population is
over this age group. Together, the
chronic disease market presents a $40
billion total addressable market
(TAM), while the urban chronic care
OPD market size stands at $17 billion,
the report said. It noted that digital
chronic management players have a
lot of headroom ahead, as they cur-
rently penetrate less than 1 per cent of
their serviceable addressable market.

Typically, a chronic patient's health-
care journey includes consultations
and follow-ups with doctors, regular
vital monitoring, purchasing medi-
cines, undergoing lab tests, making di-
etary changes, monitoring these
changes and more. This complex
process spans across multiple years,
and could go on for a lifetime, leading
to a painful experience for patients
and their family.

Microsoft Windows 8.1 
coming to an end in Jan 2023

Digital approach may help tackle 
rising chronic disease cases in India

C hina could be entering choppy Middle Eastern waters.
Multiple crises and conflicts will likely shape its relations

with the region’s major powers, including Saudi Arabia, Iran, and
Turkey. The laundry list of pitfalls for China includes the fallout of
the Ukraine war, strained US relations with Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates, Turkish opposition to Finnish and Swedish
NATO membership, the threat of a renewed Turkish anti-Kurdish
incursion into northern Syria, and the fate of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the 2015 international
agreement that curbed Iran’s nuclear program. Drowning out the
noise, one thing that becomes evident is that neither the Gulf
states nor Turkey have any intention of fundamentally altering
their security relationships with the United States, even if the dy-
namics in the cases of Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Turkey are very
different. Saudi Arabia recognizes that there is no alternative to
the US security umbrella, whatever doubts the kingdom may have
about the United States’ commitment to its security. With next
month’s visit to Saudi Arabia by President Joe Biden, the question
is not how US-Saudi differences will be papered over but at what
price and who will pay the bill. Meanwhile, China has made clear
that it is not willing and not yet able to replace the United States.
It has also made clear that for China to engage in regional securi-
ty, Middle Eastern states would first have to get a grip on their dis-
putes so that conflicts don’t spin out of control. The dynamics with
Turkey and Iran are of a different order. China may gleefully
watch Turkish obstruction in NATO, but as much as Turkey seeks
to forge an independent path, it does not want to break its umbili-
cal cord with the West anchored in its membership in NATO. NATO
needs Turkey even if its centre of gravity, for now, has moved to
Eastern Europe. The Gulf states hedged their bets in the initial
months of the Ukraine war, but their ability to do so may be com-
ing to an end. Already Saudi Arabia and the UAE are starting to
concede on the issue of oil production, while Qatar is engaging
with Europe on gas. Bifurcation would not rupture relations with
China but would likely restrain technological cooperation and con-
tain Gulf hedging strategies, including notions of granting China
military facilities. Over and beyond the immediate geopolitical
and security issues, there are multiple other potentially problem-
atic issues and powder kegs. China’s balancing act, particularly
between Saud Arabia and Iran, could become more fraught.  The
problem for Muslim-majority states, particularly those in the
Middle East, is that the era in which the United States and others
could get away with the application of double standards and ap-
parent hypocrisy in adhering to values may be drawing to a close.
China and, for that matter, Russia is happy to benefit from the
global South's reluctance to join condemnation of the invasion of
Ukraine and sanctions against Russia because the West refuses to
apply the principle universally, for example, in the case of Israel or
multiple infractions of international and human rights law else-
where. However, China and Middle Eastern states sit in similar
glasshouses. Irrespective of how one judges recent controversial
statements made by spokespeople of India’s ruling BJP party re-
garding the Prophet Mohammed and Muslim worship, criticism by
Muslim states rings hollow as long as they do not also stand up to
the repression of Muslims in Xinjiang.

China heading to choppy
Middle Eastern waters
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Disapproval

New Delhi: Dish TV
Managing Director
Jawahar Goel has
stepped down from
the post after the
shareholders of the
DTH operator rejected
the proposal to reap-
point him. "The pro-
posal for reappoint-
ment of Jawahar Lal
Goel as Managing
Director of the
Company has not re-
ceived requisite ma-
jority at the EGM held
on June 24, 2022," said
Dish TV in a regulato-
ry filing. However,
Goel "continues as a
Non-Executive
Director," the regula-
tory filing added. "We
wish to inform you
that on the basis of
the votes cast by the
shareholders at the
EEGM of Company
held on June 24, 2022",
Jawahar Lal Goel "va-
cates the office of
Managing Director of
the Company," said
Dish TV.

Strike postponed
New Delhi: Bank
unions  deferred their
proposed June 27
strike as Indian Banks'
Association (IBA)
agreed to initiate ne-
gotiation talks on
their demands. The
United Forum of Bank
Union (UFBU), an um-
brella body of nine
bank unions, includ-
ing All India Bank
Officers'
Confederation
(AIBOC), All India
Bank Employees
Association (AIBEA)
and National
Organisation of Bank
Workers (NOBW) had
threaten to go on
strike to press for is-
sues related to pension
and the demand for
five-days-a-week work.

Development
projects 

New Delhi: Uttar
Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath  met sev-
eral Union ministers
here to discuss devel-
opment projects in the
state, including the
ones related to
Mathura. Adityanath,
who is in the national
capital, met Union
ministers Nitin
Gadkari, Ashwini
Vaishnaw,
Sarbananda Sonowal
and G Kishan Reddy.
In his meeting with
Union Road Transport
and Highways
Minister Gadkari, the
UP chief minister dis-
cussed the Braj Area
Development plan,
Braj Chaurasi Kos
Project and Braj
Teerth Path (Braj
Pilgrimage
Development) Project,
the state government
said in a statement.
With Railway minis-
ter Vaishnaw,
Adityanath discussed
the Mathura-
Vrindavan rail route
as also the construc-
tion of Light Rail
Transit System
(LRTS) on Mathura-
Vrindavan rail line.

E-TAB DISTRIBUTION

Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Puri gives E-Tab to an MCD school teacher under CSR Initiative
of Petronet LNG Limited, in New Delhi.

New Delhi, Jun 25: 

The government has ex-
tended the time for levy of
GST compensation cess by
nearly 4 years till March
31, 2026. As per the Goods
and Services Tax (Period
of Levy and Collection of
Cess) Rules, 2022, notified
by the finance ministry,
the compensation cess will
continue to be levied from
July 1, 2022 to March 31,
2026.

The levy of cess was to
end on June 30 but the GST
Council, chaired by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and compris-
ing state FMs, decided to
extend it till March 2026 to
repay the loans taken in
the last two fiscal years to
make up for the shortfall
in their revenue collection.
After the 45th GST Council
meeting in Lucknow in
September last year,
Sitharaman had said the

regime of paying compen-
sation to states for revenue
shortfall resulting from
subsuming their taxes
such as VAT in the uniform
national tax GST, will end
in June 2022. However, the
compensation cess, levied
on luxury and demerit
goods, will continue to be
collected till March 2026 to
repay the borrowings that
were done in 2020-21 and
2021-22 to compensate
states for GST revenue loss.
In order to meet the re-
source gap of states due to
short release of compensa-
tion, the Centre has bor-
rowed and released Rs 1.1
lakh crore in 2020-21 and Rs
1.59 lakh crore in 2021-22 as

back-to-back loan to meet a
part of the shortfall in cess
collection. The Centre has
repaid Rs 7,500 crore as in-
terest cost for the borrow-
ing in 2021-22 and Rs 14,000
crore is to be paid this fis-
cal year.

From 2023-24, the repay-
ment of principal amount
will start which will con-
tinue till March 2026.
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) was introduced in
the country with effect
from July 1, 2017 and states
were assured of compensa-
tion for the loss of any rev-
enue arising on account of
implementation of GST for
a period of five years.
Though states' protected
revenue has been growing
at 14 per cent compounded
growth rate, the cess collec-
tion did not increase in the
same proportion and
COVID-19 further in-
creased the gap between
protected revenue and the

actual revenue receipt in-
cluding reduction in cess
collection. The Centre has
released the entire amount
of GST compensation
payable to states up to May
31, 2022.

AMRG & Associates
Senior Partner Rajat
Mohan said with the exten-
sion of levy of compensa-
tion cess, products like to-
bacco, cigarettes, hookah,
aerated waters, high-end
motorcycles, aircraft, yacht
and motor vehicles would
continue to be loaded with
higher taxes rates. Deloitte
India Partner M S Mani
said, "The extension of the
levy of compensation cess,
although expected, will
continue to impose a bur-
den on the impacted busi-
nesses, especially sectors
like automotive, which
need to be encouraged as it
is one of the sectors that
has a multiplier effect on
GDP and employment." 

GST compensation cess levy
extended till March 2026 Kolkata, Jun 25: 

Non-banking financial
companies need to diversify
risks across sectors and ge-
ographies, as well as main-
tain capital adequacy
norms and introduce core
banking solutions going
ahead, former State Bank of
India chairman Rajnish
Kumar said. Kumar also
said the risk-taking abilities
of NBFCs are higher than
banks, and that the regula-
tory stance will become
tougher, with the regulation
arbitrage between lenders
and non-banking entities
ceasing to exist. "Regarding
asset quality review (AQR)
of lenders, as pointed out by
former RBI governor
Raghuram Rajan, the NPA
problem started with the
NBFCs. The whole issue
boils down to risk manage-
ment and governance.

There is a need for
NBFCs to take a diversified
approach across sectors
and geographies and also
be mindful about the risk

matrix, he said during an
event organised by micro-
finance institution VFS
Capital here on Friday
evening. Kumar said the
NBFCs will have to main-
tain capital adequacy
norms, introduce core
banking solutions and
make adequate disclosures
by 2025. Nearly 23 per cent
of lending in the financial
sector happens through the
NBFCs, he said. Regarding
NPA in the banking sector,
the former SBI chief said
lenders cannot escape their
share of the blame, adding
that faulty government
policies in power, coal, tele-
com and road sectors are
also responsible for bad
loans.

NBFCs should diversify
risks across sectors:

Former SBI chairmanChennai, Jun 25:  

Auto major Ford has ex-
tended its production
schedule till July-end
against the earlier June-end
as the company is continu-
ing discussions with the
employees who are protest-
ing against the severance
package offered to them,
the company said. The fac-
tory located at Maraimalai
Nagar on the outskirts of
the city has been witness-
ing labour unrest since May
30 over the compensation
offered by the management.
To a PTI query, the compa-
ny spokesperson said,
"Pursuant to the employee
cascade on June 9, 2022, the
company received a posi-
tive response, with a vast
number of employees con-
senting to support produc-
tion in parallel to continu-
ing discussions on the sev-
erance package on offer."
"Over 50 per cent of per-
manent employees have
been supporting produc-
tion since June 14 and the
company has decided to
extend production till the
end-July 2022.

New Delhi, Jun 25:  

The government on
Saturday said the coun-
try's domestic raw coking
coal output may touch 140
million tonnes (MT) by
2030 from the present 51.7
MT. Coking coal is an es-
sential raw material for
the production of iron and
steel. "With...transforma-
tive measures taken by
Ministry of Coal under
'Atmanirbhar Bharat' ini-
tiative of PM, domestic
raw coking coal produc-
tion is likely to reach 140
MT by 2030," the coal min-
istry said in a statement.

To further increase the
output of raw coking coal,
the Centre has auctioned
10 coking coal blocks to the
private sector, with a peak
rated capacity (PRC) of
22.5 MT during the last

two years. Most of these
blocks are expected to
start production by 2025.
The ministry has also
identified four coking coal
blocks and the Central
Mine Planning and Design
Institute (CMPDI) will also
finalise geological re-
serves (GR) for 4 to 6 new
coking coal blocks in the
next two months, the state-
ment said. These blocks
may be offered in subse-
quent rounds of sale for
the private sector to fur-
ther step up domestic raw
coking coal supply in the
country. Coal India Ltd
(CIL), which accounts for
over 80 per cent of domes-
tic coal output, has
planned to increase raw
coking coal production
from existing mines up to
26 MT and identified nine
new mines with peak

rated capacity of about 20
MT by FY25.

Also, CIL has offered six
discontinued coking coal
mines, out of the total 20
such mines, on an innova-
tive model of revenue
sharing to the private sec-
tor with an expected PRC
of about 2 MT, according
to the statement. The
country produced 51.7 MT
of raw coking coal during
2021-22, which is 15 per
cent more compared to
44.8 MT during FY21.

Domestic raw coking
coal production continues
to witness an increasing
trend in the current fiscal
as well with the produc-
tion of 8.3 MT, as per the
figures up to last month,
which is 20 per cent more
compared to 6.9 MT during
the same period of the pre-
vious year.

India’s domestic raw coking coal 
production may touch 140 MT by 2030

Mumbai, Jun 25: 

Net profits of manufac-
turing companies surged
by 50.2 per cent during
2021-22, the input cost pres-
sures notwithstanding,
the Reserve Bank of India
said. Net profit also in-
creased for the informa-
tion technology (IT) com-
panies, whereas the non-
IT services sector contin-
ued to record losses at the
aggregate level, it said.

The data on the per-
formance of the private
corporate sector during
2021-22 drawn from
abridged financial results
of 3,166 listed non-govern-
ment non-financial
(NGNF) companies.
Operating profit margins
remained healthy for all
the three sectors. Net prof-
it margins remained sta-

ble for manufacturing and
IT companies, whereas it
remained in the negative
terrain for non-IT services
companies. The data fur-
ther showed that private
corporate sales and prof-
itability recorded healthy
growth in during 2021-22
as the effects of the Covid-
19 pandemic subsided and
economic activities recov-
ered, especially in the sec-
ond half of the year. "Sales
of 1,865 listed private man-
ufacturing companies wit-
nessed broad based recov-
ery and expanded by 36.7
per cent during 2021-22 as
compared with a contrac-
tion of 2.8 per cent in the
preceding year; both vol-
ume and price compo-
nents contributed to the
higher growth and it was
also aided by favourable
base effects," it said.

Net profits of manufacturing cos
surged by 50.2 pc in FY’22: RBI

Mumbai, Jun 25:  

The government has
made a well mapped-out
provision for establishing
digital financial infra-
structure or digital public
goods in the country in the
form of Aadhaar, provi-
sion of universal bank ac-
counts and Unified
Payments Interface (UPI),
Member of Parliament
Jayant Sinha said. He said
the way the country has
established the digital fi-
nancial infrastructure
over the past seven-eight
years is nothing short of a
miracle. The government
has done a very sophisti-
cated and well mapped-out
provision of digital finan-
cial infrastructure or digi-
tal public goods, which in-
cludes Aadhaar, provision

of universal bank ac-
counts and UPI payment
system, Sinha, who heads
the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Finance said.

He was speaking at an
event organised by the
Observer Research
Foundation. These three
public goods have helped
in creating a full pay-
ments system which is the

most affordable and
among the highest volume
payments systems in the
world, he said. "I don't
think any other country,
except China, could match
(in terms of establishing
digital financial infra-
structure) what we have
accomplished and in the
speed and the volume in
which it's been done,
Sinha said.

The digital public goods
have unleashed the innova-
tions which have resulted
in many unicorns in the
country and also cus-
tomers getting the various
new services. He said going
forward the digital public
goods that the country has
developed will enable it to
digitise other sectors of the
economy in an equally rev-
olutionary way.

India's accomplishments in digital financial
infrastructure is miraculous: Sinha

Mumbai, Jun 25:  

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI)  extended the
card-on-file (CoF) tokenisa-
tion deadline by three
months to September 30,
2022, in view of various rep-
resentations received from
industry bodies. Card-on-
file, or CoF, refers to card in-
formation stored by pay-
ment gateway and mer-
chants to process future
transactions. Tokenisation
is the process of replacing
actual card details with a
unique alternate code
called 'Token' - thereby en-
abling more secure transac-
tions. The RBI now directed
the merchants to imple-
ment its tokenisation
norms by September 30,
2022. This is the third time

that the central bank has
extended the deadline of its
implementation. The indus-
try stakeholders have high-
lighted some issues related
to the implementation of
the framework in respect of
guest checkout transac-
tions, the RBI said in a
statement. Also, a number
of transactions processed
using tokens is yet to gain
traction across all cate-
gories of merchants.
"These issues are being
dealt with in consultation
with the stakeholders, and
to avoid disruption and in-
convenience to cardholders,
the Reserve Bank has today
announced an extension of
the said timeline of June 30,
2022, by three more months,
i.e., to September 30, 2022,"
it said.

RBI extends deadline for complying
with card tokenisation norms by 

3 months to Sep 30

Mumbai, Jun 25: 

Himalaya Wellness
Company, one of India’s
leading wellness
brands,has launched a new
equity campaign that in-
spires consumers across
age groupsto prioritize
health and wellness. The
campaign brings to life
Himalaya’s vision of
“Wellness in Every Home,
Happiness in Every
Heart.”

Over the pastnine
decades, Himalaya has
been championing health
and wellness, which con-
sumers across theglobe
want to embrace. Himalaya
believes that the world
willbe a happier place if
each of us prioritize
ourhealth and wellness.
The new campaignaims at

drawing attention to the
shift in our lifestyles and
the importance of preven-
tive health carefor good
health and well-being.

Speaking on the cam-
paign, Mr. Rajesh
Krishnamurthy, Business
Director - Consumer
Products Division,
Himalaya Wellness
Company, says, “At
Himalaya, we believe that
wellness is the real happi-
ness. This brand film reit-
erates our commitment to
creating awareness on the
role of wellness for healthy
and happy living.Himalaya
has pioneered and devel-
oped a range of head-to-
heel consumer products,re-
inforcing our vision of
Wellness in Every Home,
Happiness in Every
Heart.”

Himalaya Wellness company
launches new equity campaign

Bengaluru, Jun 25:  

ExxonMobil Lubricants Pvt Ltd
announced the launch of its
next-generation passengerve-
hicle lubricants - ‘Mobil
Super,’ in new, improvedpack-
aging with refreshed labels.
The improved packaging offers
a new QR-code-based anti-
counterfeit feature on the bot-
tles for consumers to verify
the authenticity of the prod-
ucts. With the launch of the
new packaging, ExxonMobil
has renamed its Mobil Super
3000 series asthe Mobil Super
All-In-One Protection series,
Mobil Super 1000 series asthe
Mobil Super Friction Fighter
series, and Mobil Super HP
asthe Mobil Super Everyday
Protection. This next genera-
tion synthetic passenger vehi-
cle lubricant offers superior

technology that meets the lat-
est BS-VI specifications and
provides fuel economy bene-
fits with its Mobil Super All-In-
One Protection series.
Additionally, the Mobil Super
Friction Fighter series delivers
better engine wear protection
and cleanliness.
ExxonMobil is leveraging their
Tokyo Olympics Gold Medalist
brand ambassador, Padma
Shri Neeraj Chopra, to com-
municate the change. 
Commenting on the launch,
Vipin Rana, CEO, ExxonMobil
Lubricants Pvt. Ltd., said, “As
a technology leader,
ExxonMobil is always explor-
ing new ways to serve cus-
tomers better and bring a pos-
itive change to their lives. This
also resonates with our brand
campaign ‘Farak Laakar
Dekhiye.’ 

ExxonMobil launches
next-gen ‘Mobil Super’

New Delhi, Jun 25: 

The income tax depart-
ment on Wednesday said
the 1 per cent TDS on
transfer of virtual digital
assets would be levied on
net transaction value and
the onus of deducting the
tax would primarily be
on the exchanges. The
Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) issued an
FAQ on the TDS provi-
sions on virtual digital
assets (VDA) or cyptocur-
rencies, which was intro-
duced in 2022-23 Budget
and will be effective from
July 1. The frequently
asked questions (FAQ)
said in a peer-to-peer (di-
rect buyer to seller)
transaction, the buyer
paying the consideration

will be required to deduct
the tax deducted at
source (TDS). However, in
case the transaction is
taking place through an
exchange, the onus of de-
ducting TDS will be on
the exchange which is
crediting or making pay-
ment to the seller.

In case the credit/pay-
ment between exchange
and the seller is through
a broker (and the broker
is not seller), there has to
be a written agreement
that the broker would be
deducting the tax. "The
Exchange would be re-
quired to furnish a quar-
terly statement (in Form
26QF) for all such trans-
actions of the quarter on
or before the due date
prescribed in the Income-

tax Rules, 1962," the
CBDT said. The FAQ fur-
ther said for transfer of
VDAs owned by the ex-
changes, the buyer or
his/her broker would be
required to deduct the
tax. As an alternative, the
exchange may enter into
a written agreement with
the buyer or his broker
that in regard to all such
transactions, the ex-
change would be paying
the tax on or before the
due date for that quarter.
With regard to transac-
tions in kind or in ex-
change of another VDA,
the FAQ said the ex-
change will enter into a
written contractual
agreement with the buy-
ers/sellers for deducting
tax.

Onus of deducting TDS primarily

rests on crypto exchanges: CBDT FAQ

Ford extends 
production at TN
plant till July-end

Actress Mrunal Thakur will be seen playing a
fierce police officer in the upcoming thriller

'Gumraah' and is leaving no stone unturned to prepare
for the character.

"For portraying the role of a committed cop, I had to
go through extensive body training. From

getting physically trained to maintain the
body structure while running with trained
athletes to handling different types of
guns, I have tried everything to adapt the
essence of a cop," Mrunal said.

She added that for her preparation of
the role she also "involved talking to
and spending time with some female
cops of our force in order to under-
stand their world through a better
lens."

Mrunal was last seen opposite
Shahid Kapoor in the family cricket
drama, 'Jersey', which is currently
streaming on Netflix.

S
outh stars con-
tinue to domi-
nate in the pop-

ularity stakes if the results of the
Ormax Stars India Loves study are
any indication.

The top 10 female stars list has 5
Telugu, 3 Hindi and 2 Tamil stars
sharing the honours. Samantha
tops the list followed by Alia Bhat.
Incidentally, Alia Bhatt, Deepika
Padukone and Katrina Kaif are the
three Bollywood names on the list.
While Alia ranks second, Deepika
figures at the fifth spot and Katrina
coming in at seventh spot.

The other stars from South in-
dustry include Nayantara at third
place, Kajal Aggarwal at fifth,
Keerthy Suresh at sixth,
Rashmika, Pooja Hegde, and
Anushka Shetty at eight, nine, and
ten positions respectively.

Thanks to her diverse roles and
acting chops, Samantha Prabhu's
talent as an actor is well known.
And now, she has also emerged as
the most popular female star of
India. As per a recent research re-
port conducted in India by Ormax
beginning April, Samantha Prabhu
has topped this list which includes
other big names of the film world
as well from across India.

The result of this research indi-
cates the shift in the preferences of
the audience post the pandemic.

The methodology involves ask-
ing film audiences in multiple lan-
guages to name their favorite stars
in each language separately. Every

month, more than
10,000 people are polled in the
exercise. The target group is cho-
sen from metros, mini metros
and small towns, in proportion of
their contribution to theatrical
footfalls over the last two years.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu is one
of India's biggest actresses
today who has captured the en-
tire audience with her charm,
uniqueness and talent. Two of
her recent performances, the
antagonist Raji in The Family
Man 2 and the sensuous num-
ber from Pushpa, Oo Antava
have been the talk of the town.

Besides being a popular ac-
tress, Samantha is a philan-
thropist, entrepreneur and avid
social media influencer. Her mes-
merising looks and acting skills
has built her a dedicated loyal fan
base nationwide over the years.
From Jessie in Ye Maaya Chesave,
to Raji and Oo Antava, one can wit-
ness her massive range, proving
her versatility with every new ven-
ture. Rashmika has been dominat-
ing the scene after the pathbreak-
ing success of 'Pushpa'.

S
uperstar Singer 2, a homegrown kids’ reality show of
Sony Entertainment Television, has made an irreplace-
able space in the viewers’ hearts with some of the most

impeccable performances, entertainment, and some of the
inspiring stories. This Sunday, the show will celebrate the
beautiful soul - the mothers  in the ‘Maa Special’ episode
with heartwarming performances by the contestants.
Bollywood’s reigning beauty of the 70s Jaya Prada will
also be joining the judging panel as the special guest of
the week.

One such performance, that struck the right chord
leaving everybody teary eyed, will be the heartfelt act
by little Miss Mohali of Superstar Singer 2, Sayisha
along with captain Pawandeep Rajan on ‘Luka Chuppi’.

The beautiful song from the pathbreaking film Rang De
Basanti has been one of the most popular songs that al-

ways stirs up a storm of emotions in everybody . Likewise,
when the contestant-captain duo will perform the song every-

one including the judges, captains, contestants and even the au-
dience will be left teary eyed. Listening to this, special guest
Jaya Prada will get a little emotional as she  remembers her
mother. Talking about how mothers are the most valuable
and precious gift that all of us should cherish and respect,
she said, “I used to work five shifts a day. Starting from
morning to night I would be busy in my hectic schedule. I
barely had time to even have food on time. So I remember
my mother would run behind me to the car’s door with a
glass of milk, so that I at least don’t leave the house with
an empty stomach. I would just react by saying that I don’t
have time for all this. But now when I have lost her, I wish
she was here, life would have been so much easier.”

Sayisha’s performance will also leave judge Himesh
Reshammiya with a heavy heart and he will promise to
give extra time to his mother and cherish each mo-
ment with her.

Watch Superstar Singer 2 every Saturday and
Sunday at 8pm only on Sony Entertainment
Television!

ACROSS

1. Turner and Kennedy

5. Injury memento

9. Bias

14. Skating jump

15. Tiny opening

16. Deck's kin

17. Papa's spouse

18. Highway exit

19. Daisylike flower

20. Envoy

22. Pranks

23. Female birds

24. Boxer Muhammad ____

25. Business VIP

26. Auction offer

29. Governmental bureaus

32. Responsibility

34. Brief joke (hyph.)

38. Doctor's "at once!"

39. Fine fabric

41. Annoy

42. Denver's state

44. She, in Valencia

45. Statue base

49. Telepathy (abbr.)

50. Likely

53. Capone and Pacino

54. Impudent child

56. Threefold

58. Mexican hat

62. Restrict

63. ____ Carvey of SNL

64. Persia, today

65. ____ acid (nutrient)

66. Old

67. Fishing string

68. Passover dinner

69. Space gp.

70. Lower limbs

DOWN

1. Docile

2. Checkup

3. ____ Moore of "A Few Good Men"

4. Long cut

5. Leapt

6. Rough

7. Military branch

8. Congressman (abbr.)

9. Kind of dog

10. Endure

11. Garret

12. Brother's daughter

13. Chest

21. Dead ____ Scrolls

22. E.T., e.g.

24. Complexion woe

26. Bartlett's kin

27. Division term
28. Twofold
30. Forbidden items (hyph.)
31. King's title
33. Quit
35. African river
36. Building wings
37. Cut grain
39. Large spoon
40. "Beware the ____ of March"
43. Housing agent
46. Certain steaks (hyph.)
47. Fleet of warships
48. Hunting dog, for short
50. Book of maps
51. ____ minister
52. Fearful
55. Warble
57. Evergreen tree
58. Epic
59. Historic canal
60. Sounded a bell
61. Individuals
63. Newsman ____ Rather
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Worries over money could have you
edgier than usual, Aquarius. While you
may be doing well, you still could be
insecure and think your funds might not
stretch far enough. Try to consider the
situation objectively. You'll probably be
relieved by what you find. Others'
demands on your time might irritate
you more than usual. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You probably crave solitude, Pisces.
Even though you may have committed
to doing something for a friend or rela-
tive, now you find the idea irritating. You
could have some tasks of your own that
you'd rather work on, or you might sim-
ply want to go for a workout and burn
off some tension. The latter idea is a
good one. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Although you're normally a sociable per-
son who feels most comfortable in the
company of others, Aries, today you might
rather be alone. You could feel a little
under the weather or be stressed from
job-related worries. You probably need
some rest, but you also could benefit from
taking a brisk walk. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You tend to enjoy solitude, Taurus, and
today you might feel more reclusive than
usual. You could be invited to spend time
with friends but not feel like accepting.
You might even feel a little irritated by
them. This is a great day to go for a work-
out or throw yourself into projects of your
own. Physical activity will get rid of stress
and help your concentration. Go to it.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today there might be tension in the air
with no discernible cause, Gemini.
Family members could seem preoccu-
pied with problems they can't quite
define. Your natural inclination might
be to try to cheer them up, but it prob-
ably won't work. Don't be too annoyed
if they don't respond to your efforts. It
isn't them. It's the planets. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You could get some mysterious phone
calls today, Cancer, like wrong numbers
or hang-ups. Other people might seem
less communicative than usual, Cancer,
and you're likely to be preoccupied with
your own thoughts. You might feel a bit
more nervous than usual, but that should
go away if you take a brisk walk or get
some other exercise. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Confusion over money matters might
come up for you today, Leo. You may
need to check your records in order to
shed light on some past transactions.
Don't panic. All should be well. You just
need to ascertain the facts. You might
have some rather intense dreams
tonight. Write them down. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Someone close to you might seem more
preoccupied than usual, Virgo, and per-
haps a bit difficult to deal with. Don't
take this personally. It has little if any-
thing to do with you. He or she doesn't
want to share their troubles. You might
be feeling a bit tense and jumpy, but this
is nothing to worry about. Take a brisk
walk or work out. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today you might be feeling a bit tense,
Libra, and you probably won't under-
stand why. The secret? It's the plan-
ets. You might tend to jump at unex-
pected noises or take offense where
none is intended. Relations with oth-
ers could be a little strained, necessi-
tating some communication about
how you're feeling. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You probably aren't going to feel much like
socializing today, Scorpio, though friends
might contact you. Your patience has worn a
bit thin and you could get annoyed at inci-
dents that normally wouldn't bother you.
Therefore, this isn't a good day for group
communication. It might be best to have a
good workout and then rest. You'll probably
feel much better after you're done.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Uptight is the word for today, Sagittarius. At
some point you might find yourself the cen-
ter of attention. While you normally might
not mind, now it could make you a bit nerv-
ous. When you find everyone looking at you
and expecting you to say something, say it,
keep it short, and then withdraw. You aren't
in the mood. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You're likely to want to be left alone with
your own thoughts today. Relaxing with a
good book might be at the top of your
agenda, Capricorn, and you aren't liable
to want to be interrupted. Noise and
requests that don't usually bother you
might tick you off, so it's best to try to
spend some time alone. Also try to be
your usual considerate self. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Jaya Prada left teary
eyed remembering

her mother  

A
ctress Shruti Seth
will be seen hosting
the reality show

'Women Like Her' in which
women from different
walks of life will be shar-
ing their inspiring stories.

The chat show will see
guests sharing their mo-
ments of highs and lows
and how tough it is to es-
tablish themselves in
male-dominated society.

For instance filmmaker
and screenwriter
Alankrita Shrivastava,
who has made movies like
'Lipstick Under My
Burkha' and 'Dolly Kitty
Aur Woh Chamakte Sitare'
shares her directorial
journey, her accolades,
and much more.

Malika Sadani, founder
of The Moms Co talks
about how she created her
brand which is all about
motherly care. Fierce pis-
tol shooter Heena Sidhu

talks about taking the fam-
ily legacy ahead as a
woman in a conventional-
ly masculine sport. On the
other hand, Shruti
Sancheti, a fashion design-
er, opens up on her jour-
ney in the fashion indus-
try. 'Shararat' fame Shruti
Seth asserts: "Hosting
'Women Like Her' has been
immensely fulfilling. I've
always wanted to be asso-
ciated with anything that
celebrates women, their
journey and their success.

"Chatting with the four
incredibly inspiring
guests gave me so much in-
sight into each of their
unique circumstances and
how they have used their
environment to empower
themselves and passed on
their privilege to other
women as well," she adds.

'Women Like Her' will
start from June 27 on
Discovery and TLC.

Shruti Seth all set to host reality
show ‘Women Like Her’

Samantha at top spot
as south dominates

India's most popular
female stars list

O
n Indian television,
one can easily say
that many male ac-

tors have aced female roles
with utmost grace and ele-
gance. They have brilliant-
ly pulled off these roles
and done complete justice
in keeping the audience
entertained. From don-
ning a feminine outfit to
playing the role of a
woman, these actors on
&TV have instantly cap-
tured the audience's atten-
tion. Let us look at actors
like Yogesh Tripathi
(Daroga Happu Singh,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan),
Aasif Sheikh (Vibhuti
Narayan Mishra, Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai), Saanand
Verma (Anokhe Lal
Saxena, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai), and Rohitashv Gour
(Manmohan Tiwari,

Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai).
The actors talk about the
fun, challenges and appre-

ciation they have received
from the audience and
their female co-actors.

Yogesh Tripathi,
Daroga Happu Singh in
&TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan shares, “While we
always have a fun track in
the show but what makes
the track more entertain-
ing is when one gets to
essay a completely differ-
ent avatar. Male disguising
themselves as female is
commonplace but never
fails to entertain the audi-
ence. I have thoroughly en-
joyed the female roles I
have played to date.
Recently, I had a lot of fun
playing Maid Malta and
Happi Jaan, two women
who sought to seduce
every man in Kanpur. As
performers, we must go
through multiple look
trails to get the clothing
and makeup right for such
female characters.

Male actors who aced female roles on TV

Mrunal Thakur researches extensively
for upcoming cop role in ‘Gumraah’
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Dambulla, Jun 25 (PTI):

Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur contributed with
both bat and ball to steer
the Indian women's crick-
et team to a series sealing
five-wicket win over Sri
Lanka in the second T20
here on Saturday.

Vice captain Smriti
Mandhana's (39 off 34
balls) experience comple-
mented by the exuberance
of both Shefali Verma (17
off 10 balls) and
Sabbhineni Meghana (17
off 10 balls) helped India
chase down the 126-run
target in 19.1 overs.

India stuttered in what
should have been a com-
fortable run chase before
Harmanpreet took India
home with an unbeaten 31
of 32 balls. Sri Lanka
squandered a fine start to
post a below par 125 for
seven. The third and final
T20 will be played here on
Monday.

It was a day to remem-
ber for Mandhana who be-
came the second fastest
Indian woman to reach
2,000 runs T20 runs.

Mandhana reached the
feat in her 84th innings,
becoming the third Indian
woman after the leg-
endary Mithali Raj (70 in-
nings) and current skip-

per Harmanpreet Kaur (88
innings) to cross the mark.

Opting to bat first and
with the series on line, it
was the duo of captain
Chamari Athapaththu (43
off 41 balls) and Vishmi
Gunaratne (45 off 50 balls)
provided an ideal start for
the Lankans by taking the
Indian bowlers to the

cleaners.
The duo also put up Sri

Lanka's best opening
stand (87) in T20s to leave
the Indians frantically
rummaging for break-
throughs.

However, as both
Athapaththu and
Gunaratne departed, it
was a sorry state of affairs

for Sri Lanka as they lost a
slew of wickets, only man-
aging an underwhelming
total.

Deepti Sharma (2/34 in 4
overs) was certainly the
best bowler on view while
the likes of Radha Yadav
and Pooja Vastrakar also
helped India claw back
with the ball.

Harmanpreet leads India to
series sealing win over Sri Lanka

Bengaluru, Jun 25 (PTI):

Rajat Patidar stamped
his class with an authori-
tative century to put
Madhya Pradesh on the
cusp of their historic
Ranji Trophy triumph
against 41-time champi-
ons Mumbai on a rain-hit
fourth day of the summit
clash here on Saturday.

Havens opened up min-
utes before the tea break,
and Madhya Pradesh fin-
ished their first innings at
536 soon after resumption
with a game-changing
lead of 162 runs, courtesy
Patidar's superb 122, that
had as many as 20 bound-
aries.

Four hundreds have
been scored by batters
from either side but none
oozed more class and
competence than
Patidar's, who was in a
league of his own when it
came to regal drives on
both sides of the wicket.

At stumps, Mumbai
erased some of the deficit,
reaching 113 for 2 with
Prithvi Shaw (44 off 51
balls) and Hardik Tamore

(25 off 32 balls), promoted
up the order, showing
some positive intent but
throwing away their
wickets in desperation for
quick runs.

Shaw was dismissed
with a classic plan of
bowling wide outside the
off-stump and he finally
chased one from Gourav
Yadav straight into
cover's hands.

With 95 overs left on the
final day, there is very lit-
tle chance of Mumbai
winning this match un-
less they score around
320-plus runs in 50 overs
(including Saturday's
overs) and set a target of
150-odd for MP with at
least 45 to 50 overs to get
the 10 wickets.

The wicket isn't show-
ing any signs of crum-
bling and hence a chance
of an MP collapse in the
fourth innings doesn't
look imminent at the mo-
ment. Especially, knowing
that they have a first in-
nings lead, MP will like to
down the shutters from
hereon as ends will prove
the means.

Patidar hits ton
as MP lay one

hand on coveted
Ranji Trophy

Rajat Patidar played a fluent knock to score 
a century in the final.

New Delhi, Jun 25 (PTI):

A strong field awaits
Olympic javelin throw
champion Neeraj Chopra
in the prestigious
Diamond League Meet in
Stockholm on June 30,
which will be his biggest
event ahead of the World
Championships in
Eugene, USA, next month.

The 24-year-old Chopra
will come into the Swedish
capital with confidence
after clinching his first
win of the season at the
Kuortane Games in
Finland on June 18, beat-
ing reigning world cham-
pion Anderson Peters of

Grenada for the second
time this month.

The Indian superstar
had won a silver in his
first competition of the
season at the Paavo Nurmi
Games in Turku, Finland
on June 14 with a national
record throw of 89.30m.

Chopra had a nasty fall
during his third attempt at
the Kuortane Games but
luckily he did not sustain
any injury. The conditions
were treacherous there for
javelin throw as the run-
up was slippery due to
rains. His first round
throw of 86.64m was, how-
ever, enough to hand him a
gold.

Peters' name is in the
list of participants in
Stockholm but he did not
complete all his throws in
an event at Orimattila in
Finland on Wednesday,
recording a best throw of
71.94m.

The athlete from
Grenada has seen a dip in
form after winning the
Doha Diamond League
Meet with a season-lead-
ing throw of 93.07m. After
that, he had thrown 86.60m
at Paavo Nurmi Games for
a third place and 84.75m in
Kuortane Games for an-
other third position.

Olympic silver medallist
Jakub Vadlejch of Czech
Republic and compatriot
Tokyo Games bronze win-
ner Vitezslav Vesely will
also be in action. This will
be the first time all the
Tokyo Olympics medal
winners will be in action
together this season.

Vadlejch, who was sixth
at Paavo Nurmi Games
with a best throw of
83.91m, returns after skip-
ping the Kuortane Games.
The same is the case for
Germany's Julian Weber,
who returns after finish-
ing fifth at Paavo Nurmi
Games with 84.02m.

Strong field awaits Neeraj Chopra in his
first Diamond League Meet of season

Kvitova  wins Eastbourne title

Czech Republic's Petra Kvitova celebrates with the trophy after winning against
Latvia's Jelena Ostapenko at the end of their women's singles final tennis match
at the Eastbourne International tennis tournament in Eastbourne, southern
England, on June 25.

Gros Islet , Jun 25 (AP):

Bangladesh showed
progress in making 234
against the West Indies
after being forced to bat
first in the second test at
Daren Sammy Stadium.

Bangladesh opened
with 103 in the first test in
Antigua and lost last
weekend with almost two
days to spare.

The West Indies' class
was still on show on
Friday when it reached
stumps at 67 without loss.
Openers John Campbell
and captain Kraigg
Brathwaite were unruffled
in making 32 and 30 re-
spectively.

But paceman Kemar
Roach, who opened the
bowling after taking seven
wickets in the first test,
didn't take a wicket on
Friday in 15 overs of work.

Anderson Phillip, given
his test debut after
Gudakesh Motie was tried
in Antigua, earned the
first wicket with his sec-
ond delivery when he
bowled Mahmudul Hasan
Joy for 10. Tamim Iqbal
looked like he had his eye
in while hitting nine
boundaries for 46, but he
was rooted to the crease
while poking at Alzarri
Joseph and was caught in
the covers. Those were the

only wickets by lunch.
Anamul Haque, who

last played a test eight
years ago on the same
ground, was developing a
good rapport with Najmul
Hossain Shanto until they
were rapped on the front
pads by Phillip and Kyle
Mayers respectively, and
lost reviews. Haque made
23 and Shanto 26.

Captain Shakib Al
Hasan edged Jayden
Seales onto his stumps on
8, and Nurul Hasan was
caught behind on 7 after
Alzarri Joseph glanced his
glove.

Bangladesh was 159-6 at
tea with Liton Das settled
in, but as soon as he
reached his 14th test fifty,
he was dismissed by
Joseph on 53.

The team passed 200
thanks to tailenders
Shoriful Islam, who hit
five boundaries off Roach
for 26, and Ebadot
Hossain, who was 21 not
out.

Seales and Joseph
claimed three wickets
each and Phillip and
Mayers two each.

Campbell and
Brathwaite showed there
was no tricks in the pitch
when they scored at more
than four an over in 16
overs to reduce the deficit
to 167 runs.

India U-17 women’s
team suffers 1-3 loss

against Chile

Aquileia (Italy), Jun 25 (PTI):

The Indian U-17 women's team

suffered a 1-3 loss against Chile in

its second match in the four-nation

tournament despite an improved

performance here.

The women's side came into this

match after haplessly going down

to the Italian side 0-7 in the open-

ing fixture. Despite a slow start by

both the teams in the initial

stages, it was India that got a

chance to snatch an early lead

through defender Naketa, whose

long-ranger free-kick failed to put

the Chileans in a spot of bother. In

the 11th minute, Chile found a

breakthrough in the 11th minute

through Katerine Ramos, who

inflicted a blow to the Indians.

While the Indians tried to bounce

back quickly and were in search of

an equaliser, Chile doubled their

lead in the 19th minute, through a

clinical header from Maitte. With

the first half ending 2-0 in favour

of Chile, India came out after the

break and looked desperate to

restore parity. With an uphill task

in hand, the Indians reduced the

deficit and made it 1-2 when a ball

from Neha landed at the feet of

Kajol, and the latter skillfully head-

ed the ball into the back of the

goal in a flash. However, despite a

much-needed goal, the Indian

side's aspirations were soon

dashed when, in the 67th minute,

Chile's Ambar Rolino made it 3-1,

putting a final nail in the coffin. 

Paris, Jun 25 (PTI):

India won its maiden
World Cup gold in com-
pound mixed team archery
event after the duo of
Abhishek Verma and
Jyothi Surekha Vennam
outclassed their experi-
enced French opponents at
the Stage 3 edition here on
Saturday.

Riding on a spectacular
start, the Indians withered
late resistance from the
French pair of Jean Boulch

and 48-year-old Olympic
medallist Sophie Dodemont
to seal the contest 152-149, a
first-ever World Cup gold
for India in the compound
mixed team event .

The gold also opened the
account of Indian archers,
who have assured a second
medal in the women's re-
curve team event where the
trio of Deepika Kumari,
Ankita Bhakat and
Simranjeet Kaur will fight
for the yellow metal on
Sunday.

Making a comeback after
more than seven months,
world no. 3 Jyothi, who was
sidelined in the Asian
Games trial, is also in the
hunt for another medal as
she takes on French veter-
an Sophie in the individual
semifinal later in the day.

A Beijing Olympics
bronze medalist, Sophie
switched to compound dis-
cipline after failing to make
the 2012 London Olympics
squad.

The third-seeded Indians
got off to a flier, drilling in
four 10s that included two
Xs to race to a three-point
lead and put early pressure
on the French pair.

The Indians managed
just one 10 in the second
end as the French duo re-
duced the deficit to one-
point.

The third was a tie, while
in the deciding fourth end,
Abhishek and Jyothi held
their nerves to edge out
their opponents by two
points to annexe the title.

Archery World Cup

Abhishek-Jyothi pair grabs maiden
compound mixed team gold for India

Bangladesh improve in 2nd
test but West Indies still classy

Liton Das of Bangladesh hits 4 during 1st day of the 2nd Test
between Bangladesh and West Indies at Darren Sammy Cricket
Ground, Gros Islet, Saint Lucia.

New Delhi, Jun 25 (PTI):

Elite Indian wrestler
Bajrang Punia on
Saturday said he would
compete in both, the post-
poned Asian Games and
the World Championships
next year, if there is a gap
of at least one month be-
tween the two competi-
tions.

The 2022 Asian Games
were postponed due to ris-
ing COVID-19 cases in
China and the organisers
are yet to announce new
dates for the prestigious
Continental event.

The World
Championship, set to be
held in Russia in
September 2023, will be an
Olympic qualifying event.

"The 2023 is an impor-
tant year. The focus is on
qualifying for the Paris
Games through the World
Championships. We don't
know as yet what is going
to be the gap between
Asian Games and the
Worlds. "But if we have
one or one-and-a-half-
month cushion between
the two, I would compete
in both," Bajrang said dur-
ing a virtual interaction,

facilitated by SAI. The 28-
year-old Bajrang, who won
a bronze medal at the
Tokyo Olympics Games,
finds no merit in harping
and fretting over past mis-
takes. Instead he would
learn from them and move
forward with better goals --
an Olympic gold at the
2024 Paris Games.

"I was injured and was
in rehab for about 8
months after Olympics.
Olympics is the most im-
portant event for any ath-
lete. That was a setback
but still I won a bronze. 65
is toughest category in
world.

Will compete in both Asian Games
and World Championships if

enough gap between two: Bajrang

Sadhus upbeat
over Amarnath

Yatra

Jammu, Jun 25 (PTI):
Scheduled to start next
week after a break of two
years due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the annual
Amarnath Yatra is ex-
pected to witness large
participation of devotees
including sadhus and sad-
hvis who have started ar-
riving here from different
parts of the country.

Hundreds of the holy
men and women are
camping at the base camp
Ram Mandir in the old
city's Purani Mandi area
and are upbeat over the
resumption of the pil-
grimage to finally have
darshan' of Barfani
Baba', pointing to the nat-
urally formed ice-shiv-
lingam at the 3,880-metre
holy cave of Amarnath in
south Kashmir
Himalayas.

Union Minister of State for External Affairs and Culture Meenakashi Lekhi visits the exhibition on the occasion
of ‘Martyrdom Day of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur’ observed by National Monuments Authority, in New Delhi.

MARTYRDOM DAY

A van rickshaw puller covers himself with a plastic sheet during rains, in Kolkata, Saturday.

RAINS LASH KOLKATA

‘Emergency was imposed 
by a family greedy of power’

Lucknow, Jun 25 (PTI): 

Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Brajesh
Pathak on Saturday hit
out at the Congress on the
47th year of emergency in
India, saying that the spe-
cial measure was imposed
in the country by a family
greedy of power in a cow-
ardly attack on democracy.

Pathak said this at a
seminar, titled Dark Phase
of Democracy: Black Day',
held at BJP headquarters
to remember the almost
two-year-long period dur-
ing which the fundamen-
tal rights of the citizens
were dispensed away with
by the Congress-led cen-
tral government.

The seminar was attend-
ed by several senior BJP
leaders including Pathak.

Emergency was an-
nounced in the country on
June 25, 1975 when Indira
Gandhi was the Prime
Minister, and was lifted on
March 21, 1977. "In the
greed of power, a family

imposed emergency in the
country. The emergency
imposed by Congress 47
years ago was the biggest
cowardly attack on the
country's democracy,"
Pathak said at the semi-

nar. He went on to say that
during the period the citi-
zens were treated worse
than they were during the
British rule, and those
who opposed it were se-
verely tortured.

Lakhs of people were
imprisoned for no reason,
censorship was also im-
posed on the courts, and
the press, he also said.

"Despite this, lakhs of
people not only opposed
this immoral decision, but
also taught a lesson to the
dictatorial government,
even as they ere subjected
to torture," he said.

'Loktantra ke senani'
(defenders of democracy)
who fought against the
Emergency have a big con-
tribution in the restora-
tion of democratic val-
ues," Pathak said.

‘Cong to fight 2023 K’taka polls
under collective leadership’

Bengaluru, Jun 25 (PTI): 

Senior Karnataka
Congress leader G
Parameshwara on
Saturday said the party
will face the state assembly
polls scheduled for next
year under a collective
leadership. Ruling out spec-
ulation that he was sulking
over being sidelined in the
party and planning to join
the BJP, the former deputy
chief minister in reply to a
question on his chief min-
isterial aspirations, main-
tained that the party high
command will decide in
this regard, when Congress
comes to power in the state.

"Our (state) president D

K Shivakumar has said it
will be collective leader-
ship...we will go (for polls)
under collective leader-
ship," Parameshwara told
reporters in response to a
question whether Congress
will face the 2023 assembly
polls under Siddaramaiah
(Congress Legislature
Party leader) or
Shivakumar's leadership.
To a question whether he
was upset over not being
given an appropriate posi-
tion in the party,
Parameshwara said, "No,
I'm not upset. I have worked
as the party president suc-
cessively for eight years
and also as Deputy Chief
Minister in the (coalition)

government, I'm not unhap-
py or upset." Asked about
talks in the political circles
that he may join the BJP,
the former KPCC chief
merely said, "I don't know
about it." The message of

collective leadership from a
senior party leader comes
amidst ongoing political
one-upmanship between
Shivakumar and
Siddaramaiah, both nurs-
ing Chief Ministerial ambi-
tions on Congress coming
to power. Asked about him
raising in the past the issue
of Karnataka not having a
Dalit CM, Parameshwara,
who hails from the commu-
nity, said, according to the
situation several people ex-
press their opinion, and as
of now the only intention
is to bring the party to
power. "The party has to
come to power first, right?
We are making efforts for
it," he added.

Patna, Jun 25 (PTI): 

The Bihar government's
proposal to demolish the
historic Sultan Palace in
the heart of the city has
shocked historians, conser-
vationists and ordinary cit-
izens who have vehemently
opposed the decision and
appealed for preserving
and restoring the "architec-
tural icon" instead of raz-
ing it.

The Nitish Kumar gov-
ernment recently an-
nounced that the state cabi-
net had given its nod to
build three five-star hotels
in Patna, including one at
the site of the 100-year-old
Sultan Palace on Beer
Chand Patel Road. As the

decision was made public,
protests erupted on social
media, with many citizens
calling it "absolutely shock-
ing" and "a hare-brained de-
cision" even as some of
them cited the Bihar gov-
ernment's earlier decision,
taken a few years ago, to
convert the palace into a
"heritage hotel" and asked

why has it discarded the
widely-reported old plan.
Ordinary citizens, scholars
and activists from different
parts of the country have
appealed to the govern-
ment to not demolish the
Sultan Palace, one of the
last surviving palaces in
Patna, and instead convert
it into a heritage five-star

hotel, which would only en-
hance its value and attract
more tourists. The palace,
located on the historic
Gardiner Road (now Beer
Chand Patel Road), was
built in 1922 by the leg-
endary barrister of Patna,
Sir Sultan Ahmad, who also
briefly served as a judge in
the Patna High Court and
as the first Indian vice-
chancellor of the Patna
University from 1923-30. He
later became a member of
the Viceroy's Executive
Council for law and infor-
mation and broadcasting,
and was part of the delega-
tion of India for the historic
Round Table Conferences
in 1930s in London, along
with Mahatma Gandhi.

Rare plant species found in
western Himalayan region

Dehradun, Jun 25 (PTI): 

A very rare carnivorous
plant species called
Utricularia Furcellata has
been found in the western
Himalayan region for the
first time, a senior official
said on Saturday. The detec-
tion of the rare species was
made by a research team of
the Uttarakhand Forest
Department in the pictur-
esque Mandal valley locat-
ed in Chamoli district,
Chief Conservator of
Forest (Research) Sanjiv
Chaturvedi said.

"It is the first sighting of
the plant not only in
Uttarakhand but in the en-
tire western Himalayan re-
gion," he said. The discov-

ery by the Uttarakhand for-
est department team con-
sisting of Range Officer
Harish Negi and Junior
Research Fellow Manoj
Singh has been published
in the prestigious 'Journal
of Japanese Botany', a 106-
year-old journal on plant
taxonomy and botany
which is considered to be
one of the finest in the field,
Caturvedi said. It is a proud
moment for the
Uttarakhand forest depart-
ment as it is the first discov-
ery by it which has been
published in the prestigious
journal, he said. The dis-
covery was part of a project
study of insectivorous
plants in Uttarakhand. This
carnivorous plant belongs
to a genus which is com-
monly known as bladder-
worts, Chaturvedi said.

Congress accuses BJP of 
receiving multi-crore donations

New Delhi, Jun 25 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Saturday accused the BJP
of having accepted dona-
tions of crores of rupees
from the promoters and as-
sociated companies of the
fraud-hit DHFL and asked
whether there was any
quid pro quo.

Congress spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate said at a
press conference that
India's largest banking
fraud happened right
under the nose of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and asked what the govern-
ment was doing to recover
money from fraudsters, in-
cluding Vijay Mallya, Nirav

Modi and Mehul Choksi
who left the country. She
said DHFL defrauded 17
banks to the tune of over
Rs 34,615 crore but the wor-
rying thing is the direct
link of this fraud with the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

"DHFL has been accused
of committing India's
biggest banking fraud, but
that hasn't stopped the BJP
from receiving donations
amounting to over Rs 27.5
crore from the tainted pro-
moters as well as associat-
ed companies of DHFL,"
she alleged.

There was no immediate
comment from the BJP
over the charges. Shrinate
claimed that Rs 10 crore
was given to the BJP from
RKW Developers Limited,
owned by promoters of

DHFL, Rs 10 crore from
Wadhawan Global Capital
Limited and Rs 7.5 crore
from Darshan Developers
controlled by the
Wadhawan family.

"Why did the BJP contin-
ue to take money to the
tune of Rs 27.5 crore from
bank fraudsters, was this
quid pro quo to allow them
to misuse public money
and dupe India's public sec-
tor lenders," the Congress
leader asked.

Shrinate alleged that it is
clear that the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana was
scammed by one company
alone that created 2.6 lakh
fake home loan accounts
and asked whether an audit
of the housing scheme has
been done to search for
more such fraudsters.

Normal life affected as heavy
rain inundates low-lying areas 

Jalpaiguri, Jun 25 (PTI): 

Low-lying areas of three
districts in the northern
part of West Bengal -
Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar,
and Coochbehar -have been
inundated following inces-
sant rainfall over the past
few days, officials said
Saturday. Bhasusubba and
Champadanga in Mal
Block and areas such as
Dhupguri, Moinaguri, and
Sukanta Nagar in
Jalpaiguri district are reel-
ing under a flood-like situa-
tion, they said.

Meanwhile, the Teesta
river's Gajoldoba barrage
has been releasing water
every hour due to heavy
rainfall in Bhutan and
Dooars region. The bar-

rage has released 1802.82
cumec water at 1 pm on
Saturday, the Assistant
Engineer of the Irrigation
Department, in Jalpaiguri,
Tanai Talukdar said. The
Jalpaiguri district admin-
istration and the town's
Municipality have started
distributing relief materi-
als to the affected people of
the low-lying areas.

The Vice-Chairman of
Jalpaiguri Municipality,
Saikat Chatterjee, said re-
lief materials such as rice,
dal, biscuits, drinking
water, and medicines have
been distributed among
people of various low-lying
areas in the district, in-
cluding the Jalpaiguri
Sadar area.

In Alipuarduar town,

water from rivers Kaljani
and Sankosh entered the
homes of people after the
water level in the rivers in-
creased following which
they headed towards safer
places. Two stretches in the
Falakata state highway
and Falakata-Dhupguri
highway were washed
away and repair work has
been completed.

Alipuarduar district re-
ceived 2,366 mm of rainfall,
and Cooch Behar received
2,233 mm of rainfall from 8
pm on Friday till 8 am on
Saturday, officials said.
Rice, dal, water, and medi-
cines have been distributed
to the affected people in
various areas. In addition,
dry food was also distrib-
uted in some places.

Say terror threat
non-issue' for them

p From scam-hit DHFL
p For first time

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  SUNDAY,  JUNE  26,  2022

G Parameshwara

Printed and Published by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, Navbharat Bhawan, Press Complex, Raipur. Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla  (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.),
Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI

Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak 
felicitates Loktantra ke Senani during a program to mark
the anniversary of the Emergency in India, at BJP office 
in Lucknow, Saturday.

Of 3 north Bengal districts

Mehbooba urges Kashmiri
youth to shun militancy

Srinagar, Jun 25 (PTI): 

PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti on Saturday ap-
pealed to the youth of
Kashmir to shun militan-
cy and save their lives,
claiming security forces
were getting incentives for
killing them.

Mehbooba said Jammu
and Kashmir was going
through a tumultuous
phase and in the times to
come, it will need its
youth. "I hear every day
that three or four youths
have been killed, which
means the local recruit-
ment here has increased,"
she told reporters here.

"It is my request to the
parents and the children
to save their lives because
killing you is an incentive
for them (security forces).
They get money and pro-
motions for that, she al-
leged. So, do not pick up

arms. They kill four-five
(militants) every day... I
appeal to you this is not
right and you should leave
it, the PDP president said.

Referring to the
protests by Kashmiri
Pandits over the target
killings of the members of
the community, she said
people, including reli-
gious leaders, should em-
phasise on the fact that
Pandits were a part of the

Kashmiri society and are
its asset.

Kashmiri Pandits are
still protesting. When the
situation was bad during
my tenure (as CM), even
then no Pandit was killed.
We provided them a
salary for 17 months while
they were home. I appeal
to our people, our maulvis
(religious leaders) to an-
nounce that they
(Kashmiri Pandits) are
our assets," she said.

"Whenever something
wrong happens here, the
BJP uses this community
(Kashmiri Pandits) to de-
fame us, she added. About
the unprecedented securi-
ty arrangements for this
year's Amarnath Yatra,
the former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister
said the administration
has created such an at-
mosphere as if some at-
tacker is coming.

Mehbooba Mufti

Historians, scholars oppose govt proposal
to demolish century-old Sultan Palace 



New Delhi, June 25 (PTI) 

The government has
drawn up a plan to augment
the medical infrastructures
of 17 cities, which see an in-
flow of a lot of overseas pa-
tients for treatment and
wellness therapies, in a bid
to boost medical travel as
part of its 'Heal in India' ini-
tiative.

Besides, the health min-
istry is working on easing
medical visa norms and
other requirements for pa-

tients and their companions
from 44 countries identified
based on the number of pa-
tients visiting India, and the
quality and cost of medical
treatment there, official
sources told PTI. These are
predominantly African,
Latin American countries
and also members of the
SAARC and Gulf
Cooperation Council group-
ings, they said. Through
'Heal In India', the govern-
ment aims at positioning the
country as a global hub for
medical and wellness
tourism, and a destination
of choice for quality health-
care services. The Union

Health Ministry is collabo-
rating with Tourism, Ayush,
Civil Aviation ministries,
hospitals and other stake-
holders to build a roadmap
to connect overseas patients
with healthcare facilities in
India to boost medical trav-
el. As part of executing the
initiative, a nodal agency --
Medical Value Travel
Council -- co-chaired by the
health and tourism min-
istries has been formed to
create an institutional
framework for streamlined
integration of all stakehold-
ers, official sources said.

According to estimates,
the medical tourism market

which was valued at USD 6
billion in 2020 fiscal is ex-
pected to more than double
and reach USD 13 billion by
2026. Thirty-seven hospitals
including 30 in the private
sector across 17 cities in 12
states have been identified
for promoting medical value
travel, a source said.

The cities that will be tar-
geted in phase one of the ini-
tiative are New Delhi, Pune,
Ahmedabad, Gurugram,
Bangaluru, Amritsar, Kochi,
Coimbatore, Mumbai,
Kolkata, Guntur,
Alappuzha, Guwahati,
Chennai, Chandigarh,
Vellore and Hyderabad.

Mishap
NNaaggppuurr:: A two-year-old
boy died after falling into
an open septic tank in
Umred town of
Maharashtra's Nagpur dis-
trict, police said on
Saturday. The incident
took place at Vikas Colony
in Rewatkar layout area of
the town on Friday, an
official from Umred police
said. The child, Saksham
Sadhuram Jangda, hails
from Kawari village in
Haryana, and was staying
at his uncle's house with
his mother, he said.

Skip
KKoollkkaattaa:: Suspended BJP
leader Nupur Sharma on
Saturday again skipped
summons issued by
Kolkata Police in connec-
tion with her inflammato-
ry comments on Prophet
Mohammad that trig-
gered widespread vio-
lence in parts of West
Bengal, an officer said on
Saturday.

Alliance
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: Trinamool
Congress is open to local
alliances in Assam with
parties that are aggres-
sively fighting the BJP
but "under no circum-
stance" will it ally with
Badruddin Ajmal-led
AIUDF, the saffron party's
"B-team", said state unit
chief Ripun Bora on
Saturday.

Suicide
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A 34-year-old
Delhi Police constable
allegedly died by suicide
inside his office at Mandir
Marg police station,
police said on Saturday.
The deceased constable
has been identified as
Jaimal Singh. According
to police, the incident
took place on Friday
while he was on duty. 

Flight service 
AAggaarrttaallaa:: The Centre has
initiated steps to introduce
flight service from
Agartala to Kailashahar in
Unakoti district to cater to
the needs of Tripura's two
districts - Unakoti and
North -, an official said on
Saturday. The Airports
Authority of India (AAI)
has already built a new
terminal building at
Kailashahar Airport.
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Voters shows their inked 
fingers outside a polling 

station after casting votes for
Panchayat elections, in

Jabalpur district, Saturday.

PAGE 11

Low31 24High

Weather

Mumbai, Jun 25 (PTI): 

The national executive of
the Shiv Sena on Saturday
passed a resolution author-
izing Maharashtra Chief
Minister and party chief
Uddhav Thackeray to take
action against "those who
have betrayed the party",
but refrained from taking
immediate action against
rebel leader Eknath
Shinde. The executive,
which met here, also
passed a resolution that no
other political outfit or fac-
tion can use the name Shiv
Sena and the name of its
founder, late Bal Thackeray,
even as the Shinde faction,
which is camping in
Guwahati, said it has
named itself as `Shiv Sena
(Balasaheb)'.

"The executive decided
that Shiv Sena belongs to
Bal Thackeray and is com-
mitted to taking forward
his fierce ideology of
Hindutva and Marathi
pride. Shiv Sena will never
deviate from this path,"
party MP Sanjay Raut told
reporters in Mumbai.

"It passed a resolution,
giving all powers to take ac-
tion against those who have
betrayed the party to Shiv

Sena president Uddhav
Thackeray," he added. A
total of six resolutions were
passed at the meeting, in-
cluding one congratulating
chief minister Thackeray
for leading Maharashtra ef-
ficiently during the COVID-
19 pandemic and for the de-
velopment works carried
out in the last two and a half
years, Raut said.

The national executive
condemned the rebel MLAs
and said the party was firm-
ly behind Uddhav
Thackeray.

Ahmedabad, Jun 25 (PTI):

Activist Teesta
Setalvad was on
Saturday detained
by the Gujarat
Anti Terrorist
Squad (ATS) from
Mumbai in connec-
tion with an FIR
registered against
her at the Ahmedabad city
crime branch, sources
said. "Teesta Setalvad has
been picked up by the
Gujarat ATS from

Mumbai in connection
with an FIR registered by
the Ahmedabad crime
branch," a source in the
Gujarat ATS said. A day
earlier the Supreme Court

had dismissed a pe-
tition challenging
the clean chit given
by the SIT to then
Gujarat chief min-
ister Narendra
Modi and others in
the 2002 post-
Godhra riots cases.

Setalvad's NGO
had supported Zakia Jafri
throughout her legal bat-
tle. Jafri's husband Ehsan
Jafri was killed during the
riots.

Bilaspur, Jun 25: 

A leopardess was killed
after being hit by a train in
Bilaspur district, a forest
department official said
on Saturday.

The incident took place
on Friday night near
Khongsara on the
Bilaspur-Katni rail route
and the body of the big cat
was cut into two on im-
pact, Bilaspur Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO)
Kumar Nishant said,
adding that the
Achanakmar Tiger
Reserve buffer zone starts
near the spot where the
carcass was found.

"A forest team arrived at
the spot and a team of

three doctors from
Bilaspur conducted the
post mortem. It is not a
case of poaching. We will
write to railway authori-
ties for solutions on such
deaths. There is dense for-
est on both sides of the
track and we will seek op-
eration of trains at con-
trolled speed to protect
wildlife," he added.

Ahmedabad, Jun 25 (PIT):

A fire broke out on the
third floor of a four-storey
commercial complex hous-
ing a children's hospital,
and 75 persons, including 13
newborn babies, were res-
cued from the structure in
Gujarat's Ahmedabad city,
an official said.

The blaze was reported at
Dev Complex, located near
Parimal Garden crossroads
in the city, in the afternoon,
he said.

As many as 75 people, in-
cluding 13 newborns and
their parents from the chil-

dren's hospital, were res-
cued safely from the
ground-plus-four storey
structure, the official said.
"We received a call around
1.30 pm about a fire break-
ing out in the server room of
an accountancy firm on the

third floor of the building
opposite the hospital, after
which around 20 fire ten-
ders were pressed into serv-
ice," Om Jadeja, divisional
fire officer at Ahmedabad
Fire & Emergency Services
(AFES) said.

Bilaspur, Jun 25: 

The 11-year-old boy, who was
rescued after being trapped in
a borewell for over 100 hours
in  Janjgir-Champa, was dis-
charged from a private hospi-
tal here on Saturday, an offi-
cial said.
According to doctors, Rahul
Sahu, who sustained multiple
injuries and contracted serious
infection due to the accident,
is now fit and fine and can
walk. Officials from the
Bilaspur district administra-
tion and police were in the
hospital when Rahul was dis-
charged this morning, while

Janjgir-Champa collector
Jitendra Shukla, superinten-
dent of police Vijay Agrawal
and other officials were there
to take him home. On June 10,
Rahul fell into an unused 80-
feet deep borewell in the
backyard of his house in Pihrid
village of Janjgir-Champa, and
got stuck 60-feet below the
surface. Despite facing several
challenges, neither the res-
cuers nor Rahul gave up the
fighting spirit for almost five
days. He was rescued by a
joint team of over 500 person-
nel from multiple agencies,
after a 104-hour-long opera-
tion on June 14 night.

New Delhi, Jun 25 (PTI): 

Ahead of his visit to
Germany for the G7 sum-
mit, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday said he will ex-
change views with the lead-
ers of the bloc and its part-
ners on issues such as ener-
gy, food security, counter-
terrorism, environment
and democracy.

Modi is visiting Schloss

Elmau in southern
Germany on June 26 and 27
for the summit of the G7, a
grouping of the world's
seven richest nations. The
G7 leaders are expected to
focus on the Ukraine crisis
that has triggered geopoliti-
cal turmoil besides fuelling
a global food and energy cri-
sis. Modi is attending the G7
summit following an invita-
tion by German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz.

New Delhi, Jun 25 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court has
said that powers under the
preventive detention law
are "exceptional" and can-
not be exercised in a rou-
tine manner as it strikes
hard on the freedom and
liberty of an individual.

The apex court observa-
tion came as it set aside
the October last year order
of detention of two per-
sons in Telangana.

The detention order was
passed by the
Commissioner of Police,
R a c h a k o n d a
Commissionerate, on the
grounds that these two
persons were involved in
gold chain snatching of-
fences, wherein the vic-
tims were mostly women.

Chandigarh, Jun 25 (PTI):

Punjab is in an econom-
ic morass and debt trap,
said the White Paper on
state finances presented in
the state Assembly here on
Saturday.

The document present-
ed by Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema
blamed previous govern-
ments for the fiscal mess.

According to the docu-
ment tabled two days
ahead of the presentation
of the state budget in the
House, "Today, Punjab is in
an economic morass and
debt trap."

Govt eases visa norms to boost
medical infra in select cities

̈ To attract more 
foreign patients

‘Punjab in economic
morass, debt trap’

Boy trapped in borewell for over 
100 hours discharged from hospital

Modi ahead of G7 summit

‘Will exchange views on energy,
food security, counter-terrorism’

Guj ATS detains activist
Teesta Setalvad

̈ Day after SC
upholds SIT clean
chit to Modi

Leopardess run over by train 

The incident took place on
Friday night near Khongsara
on the Bilaspur-Katni rail
route and the body of the big
cat was cut into two on
impact, Bilaspur Divisional
Forest Officer (DFO) Kumar
Nishant said. 

About the incident

Powers under 
preventive detention 

law ‘exceptional’

Fire at commercial complex
housing children’s hospital

̈ 13 newborns among
75 people rescued

Fire fighters try to douse the fire which broke out at a Childrens
hospital in Ahmedabad, Saturday. 

‘No other outfit can use
Bal Thackeray’s name’
̈ Sena executive

authorises Uddhav
to take action
against rebels

Dissident Shiv Sena legislator
Deepak Kesarkar on Saturday
said the rebel group enjoys
two thirds majority in the leg-
islature party, and has
appointed senior Maharashtra
minister Eknath Shinde as
their leader. In a virtual press
conference from Guwahati,
where Shinde and other rebel
MLAs are camping, Kesarkar
said they have not left the
Sena, but named their group
as Shiv Sena (Balasaheb).
Just 16 or 17 people can not
replace the group leader of 55
MLAs and the rebel Sena fac-
tion will challenge in the
court the order of
Maharashtra Assembly's
Deputy Speaker Narhari
Zirwal replacing Shinde as
Shiv Sena group leader, he

said. "The MLAs had told
party president Uddhav
Thackeray that we should
stay with the party with
whom we had contested elec-
tion....When so many people
voice the same opinion, there
must be some substance in
it," he said, referring to the
Shinde group's initial demand
that the Sena should revive its
alliance with the BJP and
sever ties with Congress and
NCP.

‘Not left party, Eknath Shinde 
remains our leader’

MAHA CRISIS

Maharashtra CM Uddhav
Thackeray arrives at Sena

Bhavan to attend Shiv Senas
meeting, in Mumbai, Saturday.
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SP holds crime review meeting 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 25: SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava chaired a
meeting of all the gazetted
officers of the police de-
partment to review the sta-
tus of crime, investiga-
tions, security and other re-
lated issues. He directed
the Station House Officers
to work on various issues
and dispose of the pending
cases at the earliest.

Additional Superin-ten-
dent of Police (City) Sanjay
Dhruv; Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu (Rural);
Additional Superintendent
of Police (Durg) Vishwas
Chandrakar, Additional
Superintendent of Police
(IUCAW) Meeta Pawar,

Additional Superintendent
of Police (Traffic) Kavilash
Tandon, City
Superintendent of Police
(Chhawani) Kaushlendra
Dev Patel, City
Superintendent of Police
(HQ/Durg) Abhishek Jha,
City Superintendent of
Police (Bhilai
Nagar/Crime) Nasar
Siddiqui, Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Traffic) Gurjit Singh, Sub-
Divisional Officer of Police
(Patan) Devansh Singh
Rathore, Trainee IPS
Vaibhav Banker and SHOs
of all the Police Stations
and Chowkis and in-
charges of various branch-
es were present. SP re-
viewed the matters point
wise and gave necessary di-

rections. He directed to en-
sure early arrest of ab-
sconding accused in cases
related to chit fund fraud,
withdrawal of political
cases, creating a new list of
goons and miscreants for
the year 2022.

He reviewed the status of
pending crimes, pending
challans, pending cases,
missing persons, pending
complaints, summons as
well as pending bailable
warrants, arrest warrants
and permanent warrants.
He further asked to dispose
of the items which have
been seized under various
offenses. All the station
house officers were direct-
ed for active monitoring
and strict action against
the goons and miscreants.

16 Head Constables elevated to the
post of Assistant Sub Inspector

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 25: A pro-
motion list was recently
issued by the office of
the Inspector general of
Police (Durg Range)
through which 16 Head
Constables were promot-
ed to the post of
Assistant Sub Inspector.

On Saturday, Star
Ceremony was held at
Police Lines in Durg dur-
ing which the SP and
other senior cops pinned
stars on the promoted po-
lice officers. Those who
have been promoted from
Principal Constable to
Assistant Sub-Inspector
are 

Assistant Sub Inspector
Shashikant Sahu,
Assistant Sub Inspector
Dharmendra Devangan,
Assistant Sub Inspector
Rajendra Chandrakar,
Assistant Sub Inspector
Sushil Pandey, Assistant
Sub Inspector Vinod
Singh, Assistant Sub

Inspector Satyanarayan
Pathak, Assistant Sub
Inspector Girdhari Lal
Yadav, Assistant Sub
Inspector Madan Lal
Sahu, Assistant Sub
Inspector Rajesh Kumar
Singh, Assistant Sub
Inspector Phoolchand
Yadav, Assistant Sub
Inspector Dukhuram
Verma, Assistant Sub-
Inspector Shiv Prasad,

Dubey, Assistant Sub-
Inspector Virendra
Kumar, Assistant Sub-
Inspector Khemlal,
Assistant Sub-Inspector
Anuj Markam and
Assistant Sub-Inspector
Girja Shankar.

Superintendent of
Police (Durg) Dr
Abhishek Pallav pinned
the star on one shoulder
of the promoted officers

while the family members
got the opportunity to pin
the star on the other
shoulder. SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava extended best
wishes and greetings to
the promoted police per-
sonnel and their family.
He asked them to always
work for better policing.
He added that the promot-
ed cops will inspire others
by working with dedica-
tion, discipline and com-
mitment.

A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu, DSP
(Head Quarters)
Abhishek Jha, Nilesh
Dwivedi (Police Lines),
SDOP (Patan) Devansh
Singh Rathore, DSP
(IUCAW) Shilpa Sahu,
Reserve Inspector
Ramesh Chandra,
Subedar Tripti Singh
Rajput and staff of Police
Lines were present.

SP conducts annual
inspection; holds Darbar

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 25:
Superintendent of Police
(Durg) Dr Abhishek Pallav
conducted annual inspec-
tion at Police Lines in
Durg. He checked the uni-
form of cops and rewarded
the best one.

He gave necessary direc-
tions to all the cops and
later conducted a Darbar
where he paid a patient
hearing to the problems
and requests of the cops

and gave directions to his
subordinates to resolve the
issues. He inspected all the
branches of the Police
Reserve Centre. He inspect-
ed the vehicle section, ar-
moury, administrative
building, Uniform Branch,
Security Equipment
Branch, Police Credit Co-
operative Society Bank,
Women Welfare Center,
Travel Allowance Branch,
Cash Branch, etc.

After getting informa-
tion about their work from

the personnel, SP quizzed
them and oversaw the
records. He also examined
the cleanliness and other
arrangements at the
branches. In view of the ap-
preciable works of branch
in-charge and assistant
branch in-charge, rewards
were given to them as a
token of encouragement.

ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv,
ASP (Rural) Anant Sahu,
DSP (Head Quarters)
Abhishek Jha, DSP (Police
Lines) Nilesh Dwivedi,

SDOP (Patan) Devansh
Singh Rathore, DSP
(IUCAW) Shilpa Sahu,
Reserve Inspector Ramesh
Chandra, Subedar Tripti
Singh Rajput, and staff of
Police Reserve Centre were
present.

SP appreciated the
Reserve Inspector Ramesh
Chandra and his team and
instructed them to work on
important points related to
law and order as well as ac-
cording to the situations in
various branches.

Two arrested for woman’s murder 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 25: With the
arrest of two ruffians, po-
lice claimed to have
solved the gruesome mur-
der case of a woman
which occurred in Newai.
The accused had packed
the body in a sack and
dumped it into the septic
tank of a public toilet.
The incident was the out-
come of an old rivalry.

DSP (Crime) Nasar
Siddiqui informed that on
June 23 the sanitation
workers of the Municipal
Corporation found a sack
inside the septic tank of
the public toilet located
near Shivpara in Station
Maroda. An unidentified
human body was packed
in this sack. On informa-
tion, a team from Newai
Police Station reached the
spot and investigations
were launched.

Later the body was
identified as Bhana Bai
Sahu (40) wife of Rohit
alias Ishwar a resident of
Shivpara, Station
Maroda. As there were in-
jury marks on the head, it
was a clear case of mur-
der. The assailants had in-

flicted fatal injuries on
her head with some heavy
and blunt object. An FIR
was lodged against the
unknown accused under
section 302, 201, 120 B of
IPC.

In view of the serious
nature of the case,
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallav,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Kumar
Dhruv and City
Superintendent of Police
(Bhilai Nagar) Nasar
Siddiqui constituted a
joint team of ACCU and
Newai Police Station led

by Inspector Mamta Ali
Sharma to trace the un-
known accused.

The team quizzed the
neighbours and relatives
of the deceased. It was
discovered that the lady
had some old dispute with
a neighbour SonuNetam
alias Jholta. The suspect
was immediately taken
into custody and during
interrogation, he con-
fessed to have committed
the crime. He further dis-
closed that his friend
Jaswant Deshlehre alias
Jaan also assisted him in
the crime.

On the intervening

night of June 17-18, Sonu
and Jaswant visited
Bhana Bai's house and ar-
gued with her over the old
dispute. SonuNetam alias
Jholta had already made
preparations with the in-
tention of killing Bhana
Bai Sahu. He attacked her
with an iron hammer and
bludgeoned her to death.

With the help of
Jashanwat Deshlare, they
packed the body in a plas-
tic sack and carried the
body to the public lavato-
ry. They dumped the body
into the septic tank and
closed the lid. Police have
recovered and seized the

iron hammer which was
used in the crime.

Inspector Mamta Ali
Sharma (SHO, Newai),
ACCU in-charge
Inspector Santosh
Mishra, Sub Inspector
Dhaniram Narange, ASI
Purna Bahadur, Head
Constable Suraj Pandey,
Constables Ravi Bisai,
Ajit Yadav, Sameem
Khan, Upendra Yadav,
Jugnu Singh, Shahbaz
Khan, Anup Sharma,
Vikant Singh, Raj Kumar
Chandra, Laxminarayan
Yadav, Sanjay Nirmalkar,
Vikas Sharma,
Chhatrapal Verma,
Santosh Koma and
Anurag Singh played a
vital role in solving the
case.

The accused
SonuNetam alias Jholta
(22) son of Jitendra
Netam a resident of
Shivpara, Station Maroda
and Jaswant Deshlahare
(19) son of Thansingh
Deshlahare a resident of
Shivpara, HSCL Colony,
Station Maroda have
been booked under the
provisions mentioned in
Section 302, 201, 120B 
of IPC.

BSP continues to supply desired 
quality of TMT Bars for High-Speed 

Rail Corridor Project
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 25: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant that pro-
duces high strength TMT
Bars with earthquake and
corrosion resistant prop-
erties for use in big proj-
ects of national impor-
tance has so far supplied
more than 80,000 Tonnes of
TMT Bars in 500 D grade
of different dimensions
for use in Mumbai-
Ahmedabad High Speed
Rail Corridor project.

Construction activity in
Gujarat section of India's
first under-construction
high-speed rail line project
has picked up pace in the
last couple of years. In the
first quarter of current fis-
cal year 2022-23, i.e. from
April to June 22, SAIL-
Bhilai's Merchant Mill and
the modern Bar & Rod
Mill have together sup-
plied over 15,000 Tonnes of
TMT Bars in 500D grade of
different dimensions in-
cluding 8 millimetre,
10mm, 12 mm, 16 mm, 20
mm, 25 mm and 32 mm di-
ameter TMT Bars. Of
these 121 Tonnes are in 8
mm diameter, 733 T in 10
mm diameter, 755 T in 12
mm diameter, 3359 Tonnes
in 16 mm diameter, 1132
Tonnes in 20 mm diameter,
890 Tonnes in 25 mm diam-
eter and 8040 Tonnes in 32
mm diameter. TMT Bars
in 25 mm and 32 mm have

been rolled out in the
Plant's Merchant Mill and
the rest from the Plant's
Modex unit, Bar & Rod
Mill.

Earlier, for the same
project, SAIL-BSP had
supplied over 65000
Tonnes of TMT Bars in
500 D grade. SAIL-Bhilai's
TMT Bars are being used
in construction of piers
and girders of the High-
Speed Rail Corridor proj-
ect that will support the
load-bearing capacity of
the steel bridges that are
being fabricated for laying
the bullet train rail corri-
dor. The 508 kilometre long
network will pass through
Mumbai, Thane, and
Palghar in Maharashtra;
and Valsad, Navsari,
Surat, Bharuch, Vadodara,
Anand, Kheda, and
Ahmedabad in Gujarat.
The bullet train will cover

a distance of 508 km in
just 2 hours and 7 minutes
with a maximum opera-
tional speed of 320 km/hr.
The MAHSR project is
being executed by the
National High Speed Rail
Corporation Ltd.

Both the Merchant Mill
and Bar & Rod Mill have
been rolling out exactly
what customers of this
highly competitive section
of the market are demand-
ing today - steel with the
right chemistry for big
power and irrigation proj-
ects and high-rise build-
ings coming up in seismic
and corrosion prone areas.

The superior quality of
products with negative tol-
erance, consistent me-
chanical properties with
earthquake and corrosion
resistant properties and
good weldability produced
in Bar & Rod Mill has been

widely appreciated by cus-
tomers of SAIL-Bhilai
spread all over the country.
Besides rolling out TMT
bars and rods in Fe 500 D
grade, Bar & Rod Mill also
rolls out TMT products in
Fe 550 grade and the SAIL
SeQR grade introduced by
SAIL for retail customers
for construction of houses
etc.

The Plant's Merchant
Mill also rolls out TMT
bars both in Fe 500 D & Fe
550 D grades with earth-
quake-resistant proper-
ties. Additionally, HCR or
high-corrosion resistant
properties are provided to
meet customer needs. It is
worth mentioning that all
TMT products from Bhilai
Steel Plant are now being
bar-coded before despatch
so that upon scanning the
bar code, the customer
gets to know detail infor-
mation about the product.

Besides dams, thermal,
hydro-electric and nuclear
power projects, bridges,
highways, flyovers, tun-
nels and highrise build-
ings all over the country,
TMT Bars from SAIL-
Bhilai have been used is
some landmark projects
such as Bandra Worli Sea
Link Bridge, Statue of
Unity, Agra expressway on
which fighter planes have
landed and in several
bridges& tunnels in North
and North-East India.

Teachers Awareness Programme
concluded at BIT Durg

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 25: BIT
Durg AICTE IDEA LAB
organised a week-long
School Teachers
Awareness programme
on "Transforming young
Teachers into Modern
Age Gurus" starting
from June 20 aimed for
school teachers to learn,
design and develop real
time projects. The aware-
ness programme is a
part of All India
Institute of Technical
Education IDEA LAB
scheme intended to en-
courage product develop-
ment and research publi-
cation in the country.

The Idea Lab in
charges Prof Suchitra
Pandey, Prof
Kauleshwar Prasad, Dr
Santosh Mishra, Dr Anil
Kumar along with their

team of student ambas-
sadors provided training
in the field of Laser
Cutting & CNC Machine,
3D Scanning & 3D
Printing, Design and
Fabrication of Printed
Circuit Board, Design
and Development of IOT
and Machine Learning
Based Product, Arduino
Programming.

The purpose of IDEA
Lab is to provide all facil-
ities under one roof, for
conversion of an idea
into a prototype. With
these facilities in the
campus, the school
teachersare being en-
couraged to take up the
process, get training and
develop skills like cre-
ative thinking, problem
solving, decision making
collaboration etc which
conventional labs are not
able to provide.

30 teachers from differ-
ent schools around
Bhilai-Durg participated
in this awareness pro-
gramme. Both theoreti-
cal as well as practical
training of the foresaid
techniques were provid-
ed during the course of
this awareness pro-
gramme. At the end of
the week, participants
were trained in all above
techniques and can now
develop modern prod-
ucts by identifying prac-
tical problems around
them.

Dr Arun Arora
(Director, Bhilai
Institute of Technology),
Dr Mohan Kumar Gupta
(Principal, Bhilai
Institute of Technology)
and Dr Pawan Patnaik
(Co-coordinator IDEA
LAB, Bhilai Institute of
Technology) marked

their presence at the in-
augural session and
valedictory session.

Dr Arun Arora said,
"This IDEA Lab initia-
tive will transform con-
ventional classroom
teaching to practical ori-
ented teaching.
According to new educa-
tion policy this type of
programme is very fruit-
ful for school teachers as
well as students."

Dr Mohan Kumar
Gupta stated, "We are
thankful to all -teacher
from school fraternity to
utilize the facilities
available at our IDEA
LAB." It is worthy to
note here that this is the
first of its kind of pro-
gram in which School
teachers are trained in
any engineering insti-
tute about the latest tech-
nology.
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Multidisciplinary research scholars’ 
conclave in NIT from 28th to 30th

Raipur, Jun 25: National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur is organising
a three-day multidiscipli-
nary research scholars’
conclave for the PhD schol-
ars from 28th to 30th June
2022. The event will serve
as an excellent platform
for the scholars to present
their research findings
and to nurture the young
minds of this Institute to-
wards accelerated re-
search and innovation in
the various R&D sectors
and also provide a forum
to identify problems ori-
ented research and share
ideas in diversified topics
related to current trends
and future advances in
areas of sciences, tech-
nologies and humanities.

The chief patron for the
event will be Dr AM

Rawani, Director, NIT
Raipur, the Chairperson
will be Dr P Diwan, Dean
(R&C), NIT Raipur, the or-
ganizing secretary will
consist of Dr Anamika
Yadav, Associate Professor,
Department of Electrical
Engineering, Dr Awanish
Kumar, Assistant

Professor, Department of
Biotechnology, and Dr
Tirath Prasad Sahu
Assistant Professor,
Department of
Information Technology.
The speakers for the event
will be Ms Suvira
Shrivastav, Publishing
Director, Journals

Springer Nature,
Mathematics, Physical &
Applied Sciences, South
East Asia, South Asia &
Pacific and Dr Sunil
Kumar Satpathy, Deputy
Librarian, NIT Raipur.

The abstracts being pre-
sented by the scholars
have been submitted for
inclusion and publication
in Abstract Volume. A
total of 250+ research find-
ings shall be showcased
through presentations
spanning 18 disciplines
during three days.
Emphasis will be on multi-
disciplinary research be-
tween Engineering, Pure
& Applied Sciences.
Abstract Volume (with
ISBN) shall be released
during Inaugural Session
and and five Best Research
Paper Awards shall be de-
clared, one each from five
Research Groups during
Valedictory Session.

School children witness Daksh
Command Centre

Raipur, Jun 25: On com-
pletion of seven years of
establishment of Smart
City Mission, Raipur
Smart City is conducting
two different activities.
Under this, the students of
RD Tiwari School operat-
ed under Swami
Atmanand Utkrisht

Vidyalaya Yojana were
shown Daksh Command
Center. Students had an
opportunity to closely un-
derstand the working sys-
tem of the Command
Center.

Mayor Aijaz Dhebar
while addressing the chil-
dren said that the modern
system of Daksh
Command Center is play-
ing a major role in provid-
ing necessary facilities, in-
formation to citizens. It is

also playing role in effec-
tive crime control and traf-
fic management, he said.
He asked the children to
contribute towards mak-
ing Raipur an excellent
city.

He also called for organ-
izing regular quiz compe-
titions in all the schools of
the city operated under
Swami Atmanand scheme
to connect school children
with contemporary sub-
jects and to organize visits

to important places of
Raipur.

Traffic DSP Satish
Thakur taught children to
follow rules as responsible
citizens with discipline.
Giving information, ITMS
in-charge Vijay Madhukar
told the children that ac-
tion is taken by tracing
mobile-car theft, traffic
rules breakers. RSCL’s
GIS Expert Ranjit Ranjan
also gave tips related to GI
to the students.

Digital door number for all houses in Raipur soon

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 25: On the
foundation day of
Smart City Mission, an
agreement was signed
between Raipur Smart
City and IndusInd Bank
for allotment of digital
core numbers to all 3.15
lakh houses in Raipur
city. Raipur Smart City
MD Mayank Chaturvedi

and IndusInd Bank
National Head Jyoti
Ranjan Pradhan signed
the agreement for this
project in presence of

Mayor Aijaz Dhebar.
After the MoU of digi-

tal door numbers,
Mayor Dhebar said that
digital door number in

Raipur would be an im-
portant step towards
making the entire city
hi-tech. House owner
can get 26 services relat-
ed to e-governance mod-
ule through digital door
number by scanning
unique digital plate.
Raipur Smart City and
IndusInd Bank will
start work on this proj-
ect soon.

Mayank Chaturvedi,
MD, Raipur Smart City
informed that digital
plates of unique num-
bers of all 3.15 lakh
houses of the city will
be prepared and in-
stalled with QR codes in
houses. With unique
number, 26 essential
services including prop-

erty tax, door to door
garbage collection, tap
connection, mutation,
building permit, regu-
larization, emergency
services of police, am-
bulance, fire brigade
will be easily available
sitting at home.

With a clear identifi-
cation of the house,
door to door delivery fa-
cility will also become
easier.

Apart from this, all
property owners will
also get their property
ID through this digital
number. Jyoti Ranjan
Pradhan, National
Head, IndusInd Bank,
said that the work on
the project would be
started very soon.

Special events today for public 
awareness about drug de-addiction 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 25: Efforts
will be made to create a
positive environment
through public awareness
against drug addiction in
the state on the occasion of
International Day against
Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking on June 26. In
order to develop wide pub-
lic opinion against drugs,
a campaign will be
launched for promotion
and public awareness in

all the districts with the
cooperation of various de-
partments. Instructions
have been issued by the
Social Welfare
Department to all the col-
lectors.

School Education,
Higher Education, Health,
Sports and Youth Welfare,
Women and Child
Development, Public
Relations, Panchayat,
Excise and Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Departments have been
asked to make special ef-
forts to create awareness
in the society against drug
addiction.

Special emphasis has
been laid on creating
awareness among the com-

munity by the Social
Welfare Department for
the prevention of drug
abuse. Programs will be
organized for drug de-ad-
diction in panchayats
through Bharat Mata
Vahini.

People will be informed
about the ill-effects of
drug addiction by estab-
lishing a dialogue with
them. Wide publicity will
be done in drug and AIDS
affected areas for de-addic-
tion. Drug de-addiction
programs will be broad-
cast through radio and TV.
Efforts will be made to cre-
ate awareness against
drug addiction among the
students through motiva-
tional speeches.

BJP to launch movement on 
unemployment in Chhattisgarh

Raipur, Jun 25:
Bharatiya Janata Party is
going to project unemploy-
ment as a major issue in
upcoming elections. To
this end the party is plan-
ning to take political capi-
tal out of this issue exist-
ing among the youth
through its youth wing
‘Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM). Now it
has been officially an-
nounced that from June 27
to August 9, almost every
day there will be a protest
on unemployment in the
entire state. BJYM nation-
al president Tejashwi
Surya will come to Raipur
on this issue. BJYM lead-
ers will lead this move-
ment. Addressing a press
conference held at BJP of-
fice in Raipur on Saturday
State President of Yuva
Morcha Amit Sahu said

that a large number of
youth were not getting em-
ployment in the state. He
said that BJYM workers
will expose Congress gov-
ernment on the issue of
employment in each and
every nook and corner of
every city. For this Yuva
Morcha is going to organ-
ize various programmes
from 27 to 9 August, he in-
formed.

From June 27 to June
30, meetings would be
held in every district of
the state. Top leaders of
BJP will come to attend

meetings. From July 1 to
July 5, programme would
be launched to gherao
Congress MLAs in every
assembly constituency.
Poster campaign will also
be run from 6 to 9 July.
Unemployment posters
will be put up in each
place.

From July 10 to 15 un-
employment tents will be
set up to collect informa-
tion about youth who are
not getting employment.
BJP will help them fill up
unemployment forms.
From July 15 to 20,

protests at the assembly
constituency level will be
held across the state.
Preparations are on for
demonstrations in every
district of the state from
July 23 to 28.

Subsequently on
August 9, unemployed
youth, contract workers
and BJP leaders from all
over the state will gather
in Raipur for a major
protest demonstration.
Tejashwi Surya, National
President of BJP Yuva
Morcha will also be pres-
ent in this protest.

History of emergency be included
in text books, demands Upasne

Raipur, Jun 25: BJP
leader Sachchidanand
Upasne who was jailed
during emergency said
here today said that
Emergency was like the
second fight for freedom in
this country. The first bat-
tle was fought against the
British, the country was
liberated. The second fight
was against the Congress
and the Prime Minister
Indira Gandho who im-
posed Emergency, he said

while addressing a press
conference at BJP office in
Raipur on 47th anniver-
sary of Emergency on
Saturday.

Upasne further said that
emergency was imposed
in the country to stay in
power. The media was
clamped down. Even if a
line was written against
Indira Gandhi, it would
have been removed or
journalists would have
been put in jail. Millions
of families are still suffer-
ing because of that peri-
od, he said and demanded
that history of

Emergency should be in-
cluded in the text books.
School children should be
taught whatever hap-
pened at that time, he
added.

Upasane had gone to
jail during emergency. He
was jailed from 19
December 1975 to 21
March 1977 for raising the
slogan “Indira Teri
Tanashahi Nahi Chalegi”
at Jayastambh Chowk.
Upasane claims that the
MISA Act was introduced
in the country in the year
1971. ‘We were imprisoned
under the same law as

anti-nationals  and we
were lathi-charged in jail’,
he said.

Emergency has its roots
in the 1971 Lok Sabha
elections, when Indira
Gandhi defeated
Rajnarayan from Rae
Bareli seat. But
Rajnarayan did not give
up and challenged the de-
cision in the High Court
alleging election rigging.
On June 12, 1975, Justice
Jagmohan Lal Sinha of the
Allahabad High Court can-
celed the election of Indira
Gandhi and banned her
from contesting elections
for six years. Emergency
was imposed in the country
for the sake of the chair. On
18 January 1977, Indira sud-
denly announced to hold
the Lok Sabha elections in
March. In the election held
on March 16, both Indira
and Sanjay lost. The
Emergency ended on 21
March and Morarji Desai
became the Prime
Minister.

p 47th anniversary of
Emergency 

Protest demonstra-
tion to be staged in
every district every
day from 27 to 9
August

p To mark
International Day
against Drug Abuse
and Illicit Trafficking 

Digital plate to give
easy identification
and many facilities 

MoU signed
between Raipur
Smart City and
IndusInd Bank

7 years of smart
city mission com-
pleted

p For PhD scholars

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 25: Some
fraudsters of Raipur and
Hyderabad looted an en-
tire bank by withdrawing
Rs 16 crore 40 lakh 12 thou-
sand 655 through a coun-
terfeit cheque in the name
of a government agency.
This incident of fraud that
occurred in Axis Bank
came to light when the
bank staff handed over
this large amount to
frauds. However, seven
persons were arrested in
connection with this inci-
dent within 24 hours of re-

ceipt of complaint.
Raipur SSP Prashant

Agarwal briefed media on
this matter on Saturday
evening. While the SSP

was talking to the media,
his table was covered with
bundles of notes. The po-
lice recovered Rs 84 lakh
from the fraudsters who

looted Axis Bank. Dozens
more members of fraud-
sters’ gang, involved in
this incident who are said
to be absconding. Police
hope that rest of the
amount would be recov-
ered with their arrest.

Axis Bank’s B Anand in
his complaint with
Mujhagan police station in
Raipur said that his bank
had an account of
Chhattisgarh Rajya Krishi
Mandi Board. According
to complainant Satish
Verma and Chandrabhan
Singh along with their as-
sociates first issued a fake
check book and then got
some amount transferred
from this account through
fake check book to some
other bank accounts.

During investigation

police received input
that money was trans-
ferred to accounts in
Hyderabad. Raipur
Police reached

Hyderabad. There on
the basis of bank de-
tails, 2 people were ar-
rested and 5 people in
Raipur. On the basis of

this input Raipur Police
went to Hyderabad. On
the basis of bank details
two persons were arest-
ed in Hyderabad and
five persons in Raipur.

Raipur resident
Sourabh Mishra said
that he carried out this
incident along with his
acquaintance Abid
Khan. One Ghulam
Mustafa, who worked in
Kotak Mahindra, also
supported him. Ghulam,
who was known to the
officers of the Mandi
Board had come to know
about a major transac-
tion of Mandi Board.

After this, he along
with others got a total of
Rs 60 crore withdrawn
and got it transferred to
other accounts through

fake checks. The main
accused who carried out
this case are still ab-
sconding. The team of
Raipur Police is tracing
them in cities like Delhi,
Mumbai, Gujarat,
Bangalore.

Those arrested in con-
nection with this inci-
dent are 43-year old
Sandeep Ranjan Das
(resident of Durg),
Raipur Sameer Kumar
Jangde (28), Raipur resi-
dent Sourabh Mishra
(36), Raipur resident Md
Abid Khan (45), Raipur
resident Gulam Mustafa
(38), Medal (Telangana)
resident Satyanarayan
Verma (33) and
Rajendra Nagar
(Telangana) resident Sai
Praveen Reddy.

Fraudsters withdraw money on counterfeit cheque
Seven arrested in
connection with
fraud in Axis Bank
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810 licenses canceled for
violating traffic rules

Dhamtari, June 25:
Strict action is being taken
in Dhamtari district for vi-
olating traffic rules. Every
month 10-15 licenses are
being canceled and so far
810 drivers’ licenses have
been revoked. It is note-
worthy that in view of the
deaths due to road acci-
dents in the district, the
traffic police have started
a special drive to rectify

the system. Under this,
proposals for cancellation
of licenses of drivers who
drive over speed signal
jumps, negligent driving
and drunken driving are
being sent to the court con-
tinuously. On the instruc-
tions of SP Prashant
Thakur, the team of
Traffic DSP Mani Shankar
Chandra has prepared a
special action plan and is

taking action by identify-
ing the violators of the
traffic rules. According to
the traffic branch, the li-
censes of 810 such drivers
have been canceled in the
last six years. It has li-
cense holders from
Dhamtari as well as other
districts. This year, action
has been taken against 682
people who broke the red
signal in five months.

Permanent construction on new fairground still on hold
Rajim, June 25: As per
information, for the per-
manent construction of
the famous Rajim Maghi
Punni Mela of
Chhattisgarh, the gov-
ernment is only making
announcements from the
Muktakashi Mahotsav
platform for the last
three-four years. And at
present the land has been
marked by raising a red
flag, but the construction
has not been started till
date.

According to sources,
as soon as the fair ap-
proaches, the place is
changed, and the fair is
conducted on the old
ground itself and as soon
as the fair is over, once

again the governance, ad-
ministration and govern-
ment forget about perma-
nent construction.

Apart from the path-
way along the road,
many permanent con-
struction works are to be
done, in which many

works like huts, dharam-
sala, stage for programs,
Meena Bazaar, organized
shop to be set up in the
fair are to be done. In the
month of November-
December of 2021, the
then District Collector
Nilesh Kumar had

reached Kshirsagar dur-
ing the inspection and
had assured that in the
coming three to four
years, the work of perma-
nent construction would
be completed, but the
work remains the same.

Further after the ap-
pointment of Namrata
Gandhi and now Prabhat
Malik as District
Collector, people are
hopeful that work of per-
manent construction on
the new fair ground, will
start soon.

It is noteworthy that 54
acres of government land
has been acquired for
Maghi Punni Mela,in
which 17 acres of farm-
ers’ agricultural land is

included and from the
Sheetla temple of the city
to the Chaubebandha
bridge, there is an em-
bankment for about one
and a half to two kilome-
ters and there is a deep
pit of about 20 to 25 feet
on its side, it has become
necessary to bridge them.
The government of the
then Dr. Raman Singh
had reserved 25 acres of
land for permanent con-
struction on the new
fair ground,later, the
government of Bhupesh
Baghel has reserved 54
acres of land and people
are looking forward to
seeing permanent con-
struction on the land
soon.

Student entrepreneur bags IAF’s ‘Most Promising Startup 2022’ Award
Bilaspur, Jun 25:
Abhijeet Tripathi, a third
year computer science
and engineering student
at Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
Bilaspur, has recently
been honored with the
prestigious IAF Most
Promising Startup 2022
award and has been fea-
tured in the “Achievers
World” international
magazine and it has
proven the excellent
guidance and platform
presented by the Central
University. Abhijeet has

created a software com-
pany named “Pressear
Software Pvt Ltd” which
is capable of providing
customized software so-
lutions and products re-
lated to nine different
sectors including agricul-
ture, healthcare and
many more. Coming
from an poor economic
background, this boy has
fulfilled his dream of
forming a company by
providing employment
and contributing to the
development of the na-
tion. Employing around

20 part-time employees
and a few full-time em-
ployees, the company has

already been featured at
the prestigious 8th
Global Choice Awards
2022 and by Business
Connect magazine.
Backed by solid research
and development,
Abhijeet and his team
have proved their
excellence by acquiring
clients from different
parts of India as well as
from from foreign coun-
tries like USA and
Australia.

Abhijeet has given the
primary credit of his suc-
cess to his parents and

teachers, especially Dr.
Alok Kumar Singh
Kushwaha, Head of the
Department of Computer
Science and Engineering.
According to him, the uni-
versity has provided him
every resource and guid-
ance from day one and he
has expressed his grati-
tude to the university, es-
pecially to the Hon’ble
Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
for encouraging him to-
wards Swalambi
Chhattisgarh Abhiyan
and entrepreneurship.

Columbia organizes plantation prog

Raipur, Jun 25: Dense
Forest Plantation
Programme by Green
Army, Amlidih, Raipur
Zone, Chhattisgarh was
organized at Columbia
Group of Institutions
which is a wiser initiative
for A forestation.

The A forestation pro-
gram is a collaborative

learning initiative of
Rotary club of Raipur
Greater, Green Army,
NGO, Amlidih Raipur,
NSS Unit of CIP, CCP and
CIET was achieved by dig-
ging of pit in Columbia
Group of Institutions.

Several dignitaries
were present, Sankalp
Varvandkar, President,

Rotary club of Raipur
Greater. Manish agrawal
sectretary Raipur greatar
and Raj Dubey Past
President were also pres-
ent.

Green Army Members
from Amlidih Raipur
Zone were also present,
namely, Gurdeep Tuteja,
Ms. Monika Bagrecha ,
Dr. Bharti Shrivastava
and Principals of various
Institutes of Columbia
Group of Institutions
were present along with
students at the
A f f o r e s t a t i o n
Programme..

This information was
shared by Mr. Sagar
Sahu, Programme Officer
of NSS Unit Columbia
Institute of Pharmacy.

Inflation effecting farming community as
they fall to the cycle of debt

Rohit Verma

Kharora, June 25: The
work of farming has start-
ed with the onset of mon-
soon, but the unbridled in-
flation, which is increasing
day by day, is raising cur-
tains on regular effects of
inflation on the life and
work of the farming com-
munity, particular small
time farmers who are
falling to debt. With the
price of agricultural tools,
fertilizers, labour as well as

tractor renting prices
going up drastically, the
famers are stuck between
the games of profit and
loss, in which many are
failing desperately. The
margin of the harvest,
with each passing year is
falling drastically, as both
essential commodity prices
and agricultural equip-
ment price is going beyond
the reach of the farmers.
Tractors which are mostly
taken on rent by the
farmer’s have gone double

the actual price for a one
hour rent, due to the rise in
diesel prices. Due to the ef-
fect of inflation on agricul-
ture, the farmers of the
poor section are now get-
ting away from the old tra-
dition like Adhia and
Regaha too. Farmer
Santosh Nirmalkar says
that the farmers who are al-
ready facing crisis are now
getting stuck due to all-
round hit of inflation. The
huge increase in the prices
of tractor rent, labour, fer-

tilizers, seeds, pesticides
and petrol, diesel has re-
duced the savings of the
farmers and most of them
fall to the cycle of debt due
to this, he stated. The labor-
ers engaged in planting are
also taking contract at the
rate of thirty five hundred
to four thousand rupees per
acre and due to all the re-
saons, there is a lot of re-
sentment among the farm-
ers due to which many are
already in the cycle of debt
from local money lenders.

Vidyamandir Classes breaks record
for the longest continuous coaching 

Raipur, Jun 25: In a first
of its kind innovative ap-
proach, India’s pioneer in-
stitute for JEE, NEET and
other competitive exams
p r e p a r a t i o n s ,
Vidyamandir Classes, suc-
cessfully conducted
‘Grand Marathon Class’

that continued for about
102.5 hours first time in
the history of India in se-
rious education.

The classes were taken
by the Founders, HODs
and other eminent faculty
of VMC. The first in the
history of test prep diaspo-
ra, the grand marathon
class witnessed a record
view of over 1 lakh on
YouTube and over 1 lakh
notes were downloaded
from their telegram plat-
form.

Apart from an increase
of 2000 more subscribers
during the marathon on
you tube and telegram sep-

arately, the increase in the
brand equity in both on-
line and offline space was
multifold.

“I hereby extend my sin-
cere thanks to all the team
who gave the full-hearted
support in this grand
event and left no stone un-
turned to make it happen.
My sincere thanks to VMC
Founders and all faculty
who took lectures in odd &
even hours of the day as
per schedule.

This is yet another stu-
dent centric step taken by
the leading institute by
showing their dedication
towards the students and

their career. With a legacy
of over 35 years in this
field, Vidyamandir
Classes have always been
inculcating value addition
to aspirants in emerging
victorious.” said Saurabh
Kumar, Chief Academic
Officer, Vidyamandir
Classes. VMC is first in
the history of any coach-
ing institute in India to
launch a non-stop & con-
tinuous 100 hours of class-
es live where over 36 facul-
ty (12 for each subject –
physics chemistry and
Mathematics) had revised
the complete syllabus of
JEE Main.

City couple blessed with child
through  IVF procedure 

Raipur, Jun 25: A cou-
ple married for 22 years
achieved a successful
pregnancy with the help
of advanced technology
and donor oocyte at the
Indira IVF Raipur centre.
Sarita, 44 (name changed)
and her husband, Rajesh
(name changed), were try-
ing to have children after
marriage 22 years back
but remained unsuccess-
ful even after 12 rounds of
IUI elsewhere before they
approached the city-based
Indira IVF centre.

The evaluation at
Indira IVF revealed that
the female partner had
Secondary Amenorrhoea
(no mesnturation) with
diminished ovarian re-
serve (inadequate num-
ber of eggs) with thin en-
dometrium. Along with
this, Sarita also had a his-
tory of APLA POSITIVE
(ANA raised, LA normal,
anti cardio lipin normal)
and had undergone di-
agonsitic laproscopy for
bilateral tubal block in
2016. She had taken ATT
for six months in view of
kochs. They had under-
gone twelve failed IU
treatment at other clinics
before so were apprehen-
sive of any fruitful result.
However, the experienced
doctors at Indira IVF con-
sulted and motivated
them to begin treatment
process.

The couple’s case indi-

cated that a self-cycle of
pregnancy with their own
eggs would not be possi-
ble due to the lack of the
same, and would have to
resort to a donor egg
cycle. A hysteroscopic lat-
eral wall metroplasty was
performed on Sarita
which is a reconstructive
procedure done on the
uterus, scar tissues were
released. After this she
was given hormone re-
placement therapy for en-
dometrium prepration.
She had also received
three doses of injection of
platelet-rich plasma ther-
apy. As this was a donor
egg cycle, embryo trans-
fer was done and two good
quality blastocyst embryo
were transferred into
Sarita’s uterus when her
endometrial thickness
was 8 mm. On the 14th
day after transfer, a beta-
human chorionic go-
nadotropin (beta-hCG)
test confirmed the preg-
nancy following which it
was monitored very cau-
tiously given the patient’s
medical condition of
APLA positive status.
After few days patient
complain of bleeding PV,
on TVS large sub-chori-
onic hematoma was
found. Patient was man-
aged conservatively and
subsequent scan showed
no hematoma. Rest of the
antenatal period was un-
eventful.

Tea gardens have become the
new identity of Jashpur

Raipur, Jun 25: Famous
for its unique tribal cul-
ture, scenic beauty and nat-
urally created sites,
Jashpur is establishing its
new identity in tea cultiva-
tion from the last 3.5 years.
Till now, Assam and
Darjeeling were famous for
tea cultivation in India, but
tea cultivation in Jashpur
has also started catching
attraction of tourists.
Situated in the northern-
east corner of
Chhattisgarh, Jashpur dis-
trict has a favourable cli-
mate and geographical
conditions for tea produc-

tion. Keeping this in view, a
tea garden has been

established here to pro-
mote tea cultivation. One of
the usp here is that pesti-
cides and chemical fertiliz-
ers are used for tea cultiva-
tion in other parts of coun-
try but due to the Godhan
Nyay Yojana, vermicom-
post is used in the tea gar-
dens of Jashpur which en-

hances the taste of tea
along with providing many
health benefits.

Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, the Chhattisgarh
government has set up a
tea processing unit at
Balachhapar in Jashpur
district at a cost of Rs 45
lakh.

Production of black and

green tea has started here.
The unit has been set up in
the Environment
Plantation Complex of the
Forest Department at
Balachhapar. The unit has
a processing capacity of
300 kg green tea leaves per
day.

Sarudih tea garden, situ-
ated three kilometres away
from Jashpur district head-
quarters in the lap of
mountains and forests, is
becoming a popular tourist
attraction. Sprawled over
an area of about 18 acres,
the tea garden is being op-
erated by a women group
under the guidance of the
Forest Department. A large
number of people visit
here everyday. Similarly,
tea plantation is also being
done at Sodga Ashram in
Jashpur.

CM had his afternoon
lunch at the residence of

farmer Arjun Diwan

Raipur, Jun 25: During
the statewide programme
of Bhent Mulaqat, the
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel had his
lunch at farmer Arjun
Singh Diwan’s home in the
village Patratoli, located
in the Duldula
Development Block in
Jashpur. The lunch con-
sisted of a dish made up of
local jackfruit, Amti Bhaji,
Baing Bhaiji, Kulthi Dal,
Koyenar, Sunsuniya
Bhaki, Mahua Guda,
Munga Bhaki, Sakhi
Kanda, Arsa and Alu Badi,
and Madua Halwa. On this
occasion, the MLA of
Kunkuri Mr. U.D. Minj was
also present.

The Chief Minister on
this occasion said that the
pleasure of eating at a
farmer’s home in the vil-
lage is far more than the

joy of eating at a restau-
rant. He will always re-
member this delicious
taste of pure
Chhattisgarhi food. The
family members of the
farmer Arjun Diwan lov-
ingly welcomed the Chief
Minister in a traditional
way. The family members
of the farmer Arjun
Diwan lovingly wel-
comed the Chief
Minister in a traditional
way. The 80-year-old
farmer Arjun Singh is
elated after having lunch
with the Chief Minister.
He said that it is his and
his family’s privilege that
the Chief Minister visit-
ed their home to have
lunch with them. The
Chief Minister also of-
fered gifts to the family
members of Arjun Singh
after the lunch.

Bhagat gave instructions to collector
to remove shortage of fertiliser

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 25: Food,
Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection
Minister, Amarjit Bhagat,
after discussing with the
Surguja District Collector
through telephone, has
instructed to 

take necessary steps to
remove the shortage of
fertilizers in Surguja
(Ambikapur) district in-
cluding Sitapur assembly
constituency and to pro-
vide fertilizers easily to
the farmers. It is worth

mentioning that Minister
Bhagat spoke to the
Collector over phone, tak-
ing immediate cog-
nizance of the problems
related to chemical fertil-
izers by the 

farmers of Sitapur and
Ambikapur areas. Bhagat

apprised the collector
about the problems of the
farmers and inquired
about the availability of
fertilizers in the district.
He also directed to take
necessary steps to remove
problem of the farmers
and fulfill their require-

ments. Minister Bhagat
said that Chhattisgarh
Government is commit-
ted for the welfare of
farmers. Appropriate
steps are being taken by
the government to contin-
uously increase the in-
come of the farmers.

Farmers of Sitapur
and Ambikapur
area informed the
minister about the
problem of fertilizer

p Tea tourism is get-
ting a major push
in Jashpur from tea
gardens

In Indian history

Successfully con-
ducts 102.5 hours of
coaching for JEE
Main through
‘Grand Marathon
Class’
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KKhhaarroorraa,,  JJuunn  2255::  The villagers
of Samoda Bhandarpuri and
Sakti area have been demand-
ing opening of Power
Distribution Centre in Samoda
for last many years, but it fell in
deaf years for till few years
back. But after formation of
Congress government in the
state, the people of the region
have once again developed a
ray of hope from the Minister
for Urban Administration and
Development Dr Shiv Kumar
Daharia. 

The villagers apprised him of
their problem during 'jandar-
shan' and added that villagers
from remote villages of Arang
viz. Dumaha, Bhandarpuri,
Paraswani, Aamsena,
Ghourbhata, Kodapar, Sakir,
Korsi, Pirda, Chikhli, Kutel,
Kurud, Rasouta and others, had
to go to Arang to get the power
related work done and had to
face lots of problmes. 

On hearing this, the Minister

took it seriously and immedi-
ately directed the officials pres-
ent to write a letter to CSEB
and open a distribution centre
in Gram Samoda and got the
same sanctioned for Samoda.
Now the villagers of Gram

Samoda, Sankri and others will
not have to go to Arang to get
power related works done. 

The public representatives
of Samoda, Bhandarpuri and
others have expressed grati-
tude towards the Minister Dr

Shiv Kumar Daharia for grant-
ing sanction for opening of
power distribution centre in
Samoda.

The delegation included
Khileshwar Dewangan
President, Janpad Panchayat

Arang; Kesari Mohan Sahu
District Panchayat member
Raipur; Durga Rai district
panchayat member, Komal
Singh Sahu block president,
Sanjay Chelak Janpad mem-
ber and others.

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jun 25: The
'Vande Matram Defence
Academy' (VMDA) run by
Akhil Bharatiya Purv
Sainik Sewa Parishad
(ABPSSP) at recruitment
training ground in Gram
Panchayat Rajia observed
International Day of Yoga
(IYD) and in this yoga
trainer Rakhi Baghel
(Bitkuli) imparted train-
ing in Yoga to the students
and trainees of the
Academy.

Patron VMDA Mahesh
Verma, President
Khilendra Singh Verma,
Commando trainer con-

stable Deepak Dhruv,
trainer Hitesh Sen,
Trainer Tekram Verma,
Chief Trainer DR Verma,
Chief Trainer Yugal
Kishore Yadav, Trainer
Vinay Chandravanshi,
trainer Chandrahas
Verma and all other
trainees showed good co-
operation. Patron Mahesh
Verma extended greetings
to all the trainee boys and
girls and trainers on occa-
sion of IYD and informed
that with regular practice
of Yoga, it brings lot of
mental, physical and spiri-
tual energy. He appealed
all to adopt Yoga and re-
main healthy.

Irregularities surface 
in health department

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Jun 25:
Health Department which
is in news for malpractices
still earns a bad name even
after the posting of a
strong officer in this de-
partment. As per a screen-
shot available from a
WhatsApp group(
@SakriyaRHO Sangh) of
health department staff, it
is clear that staff openly
accepts bribe.

One of the member's in
this group mentioned that
his salary of the last two
months is on hold even
after he gave a collection of
Rs 5000 to the sangh.
Another member in reply
to this message questioned
that order of Piparia is
under pressure from sangh
or under monetary pres-
sure.

Meanwhile after these
WhatsApp chats are viral,
question arises about the

working style of a strong
headed officer posted in
this department. However
the official has denied any

such allegations and
termed it as an attempt to
malign the image of the de-
partment. It is said that the
salary has been suspended
due to lapses on the part of
staff and other reasons.
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Screenshot of Whatsapp
message.

What officer says
" A f t e r

the matter
came to
fore investi-
gation was
carried out
but nothing
came to fore in this probe.
No written complaint has
been received so far. About
the WhattsApp group in dis-
cussion, members will be
questioned for collecting
funds and FIR will be lodged
against those demanding
money and action will also
be taken."

--  DDrr  SSuujjaayy  MMuukkhheerrjjeeee
CCMMHHOO

Villagers express gratitude towards Daharia
p For granting sanc-

tion of power 
distribution centre 
in Samoda

Students practice yoga on IYD

Central Chronicle News

Vishrampuri, Jun 25:
Swami Atmanand Govt.

English Medium School,
Vishrampuri celebrated
8th World Yoga Day on 21st
June 2022 with great zeal.

This is the first time when
SAGES, Vishrampuri has
organized World Yoga Day
after it has opened.

Students from classes 1
to 12 have participated in it.
On this occasion Principal
of G.H.S.S, Vishrampuri
was present along with
K.K.Nag (V.P.), Markam (
P.T.I), parents, and all staff.
The benefits of Yoga have
been shared with students
by the demonstration of
different asanas.

The energy of the stu-
dents was worth seeing as
the bad weather also did
not stop them from coming
to school. Overall it was a
successful program.
Completion of the program
was announced by Mrs
Premlata Dhruw (
Principal G.H.S.S,
Vishrampuri). In the end,
sprouts have been distrib-
uted to the students.

Adivasi Samaj observed
martyrdom day of 

Rani Durgwati
AAnnwwaarrii,,  JJuunn  2255:: The martyrdom
day of Veerangana Rani
Durgawati was observed by Tribal
Samaj in Gram Anwari and of-
fered rich tributes as well.
Discussions were held on the per-
sonality and valour of Maharani
Durgawati. Kulanjan Singh Thakur
said that the birth of Rani
Durgawati from Gond Samaj was
on 5 Oct 1524 and she was daugh-
ter of King Kirti Singh of Kalanjir.
She was married to Dalpat Shah
of Gond Samaj and after death of
Dalpat Shah, his son Virnarayan
was seated on the throne and she
took over the reins of the gover-
nance and administration. 

Even after losing many times,
Akbar attacked Asaf Khan of
Gondwana in 1564 and this war
continued for long and it was on 24
June 1564, Veerangana Rani
Durgawati become martyr.  On this
occasion Balaram Dhruv, Chinta
Ram Markam, Parasram Dhru,
Punaram, Khorbahara, Falendra,
Kumar Netam, Khublal, Channu,
Ganesh, Bundhtin Bai, Sumitra,
Girja, Lakshvantin, Indra Bai, and
others from Samaj were present.

VMDA trainees 
celebrate Yoga Day

St. Xavier’s observe 8th
International Yoga Day

Bilaspur, Jun 25: The
International Yoga Day
was observed at St.
Xavier's High School
Bilaspur focusing on how
yoga helps people in
achieving holistic health.
The occasion was graced
by honorable director Ms.
Lekhashree Patnaik,
Assistant Director A.
Samantaray, Principal
Mrs. Supriya A.P., Vice
Principal             Ms.
Shayeesta Begam, Head
Mistress Mrs. Ranjana
Bahadur, staff & students
of St. Xavier's High
School Bilaspur. The pro-
gram was organized in
collaboration with art of

living. The yoga trainers
of art of living. Sunil
Ahuja and Kamal
Motwani demonstrated
various Asanas followed
by 'Om' chanting. Warm
up exercises were per-
formed by the students
and teachers and the im-
portance of these was
also explained simultane-
ously. The aim was to in-
culcate the benefit of
yoga among the students.
Students of Xavier's prac-
ticed different yoga
asanas with positive
vibes and energy. The
Xaverians took an oath to
imbibe yoga as a part of
their daily routine.

POLLUTED YAMUNA RIVER

Volunteers participate in a cleanliness drive along the polluted banks of River Yamuna, near ITO in New Delhi, Saturday, June 25.

BSP extends support to the BJP-led
NDA’s Prez candidate Droupadi Murmu

Lucknow, Jun 25 (PTI):

The BSP on Saturday ex-
tended its support to the
BJP-led NDA’s presiden-
tial candidate Droupadi
Murmu, who is likely to be
the first tribal leader and
the second woman to occu-
py the post.

Murmu on Friday filed
her nomination papers for
the July 18 presidential
election, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
handing over the set of pa-
pers to Returning Officer
P C Mody.

“The BSP has decided to
extend support to
Droupadi Murmu in the
coming presidential elec-
tions keeping in mind that
the Adivasi samaj is an im-
portant part of the party’s
movement,” BSP supremo
Mayawati said here.

“This decision was

taken not to support the
BJP or NDA nor to go
against the opposition
UPA. It was done keeping
in mind our party and its
movement for making a
capable and dedicated
Adivasi woman the presi-
dent of the country,” she
said.

The BSP president
while criticising the oppo-
sition parties for keeping
her out of consultation
while deciding on the pres-
idential candidate,
stressed that her party is
free to decide on the presi-
dential election.

“The Bengal chief min-
ister by unilaterally and
arbitrarily inviting only
selected parties to the
meeting of the opposition
on June 15 and then
Sharad Pawar (of NCP)
not calling the BSP for a
similar meeting on June

21 makes their casteist in-
tentions clear,” Mayawati
alleged.

Since the opposition is
continuing with its
“casteist” mindset against
the BSP, Mayawati said
her party was independ-
ent to take its own deci-
sion on the presidential
elections.

“In such a situation, the
efforts of opposition unity
the presidential and vice-
president elections are not
serious and people see it
only as a pretence,” she
said.

Former Union minister
Yashwant Sinha has been
declared the joint candi-
date by many opposition
parties, including the
Congress, the TMC and
the NCP. Mayawati said,
“The BSP is neither a fol-
lower of NDA nor of UPA
or their constituents.

Maha crisis: Legal battle underway on
Constitutional stalemate, says Cong

Mumbai, Jun 25 (PTI):

As rebel Shiv Sena
MLAs led by Eknath
Shinde camping in
Guwahati dig in their
heels, the Congress, part of
the Maha Vikas Aghadi,
on Saturday said a legal
battle over a
Constitutional stalemate
is underway and asserted
that the tripartite dispen-
sation remains strong.

Amid angry protests by
Shiv Sena cadres in parts
of Maharashtra against
their rebel leaders, state
minister and Congress
leader Ashok Chavan said
the law and order situa-
tion is fine in the state.

He said Sena cadres are
only expressing their
anger against the rebels.

Talking to reporters
after Congress leaders met

in Mumbai to discuss the
prevailing political situa-
tion, Chavan said the rebel
faction will have to get a
legal sanction (for their
group or for assuming a
new name).

Congress legislature
party leader and state rev-
enue minister Balasaheb
Thorat said the MVA is on
a stronger wicket legally.

“We are monitoring the
situation. Right now a
legal battle over a
Constitutional stalemate
is on,” he said. Congress
said in a statement that
the Eknath Shinde camp
had submitted a notice to
move a resolution to re-
move Maharashtra deputy
Speaker, Narhari Zirwal,
under Article 179 of the
Constitution.

“But rules say any mo-
tion in the Assembly can

be moved only after the
Governor issues summons
to convene the Assembly
session. Once the notice to
remove the Speaker is re-
ceived, it has to be given 14
days (in advance). After 14
days, the notice will be
read in the Assembly and
then the rest procedure for
the removal will follow.

“As of now, the governor
has not issued summons
to convene the session, so
Shinde’s letter is not a mo-
tion to remove the Deputy
Speaker, it’s only an in-
tent,” the statement said.

It said Shinde has re-
ferred to the Supreme
Court judgement in the
Nebam Rebia case in his
support, however, it does-
n’t apply to Maharashtra
right now. “However, it is
a misplaced reference be-

cause in that case,
Arunachal Governor had
issued a summons for
convening the Assembly
session on November 3,
2015. The notice for the
removal of the Speaker
was moved on November
11, 2015. “It was after the
Assembly was convened
by the Governor that the
SC rightfully upheld its
judgement saying the
Speaker can’t adjudicate
upon disqualification,
while the notice on his
own removal is pending.
The directions in Nebam
Rebia case do not apply to
Maharashtra till the gov-
ernor convenes the
Assembly and a proper
and bonafide motion is
moved against the
Deputy Speaker,” it 
stated.

No BJP dharna when SIT
quizzed Modi: Amit Shah

New Delhi, Jun 25:

Taking a jibe at
Congress’s satyagraha
over Enforcement
Directorate questioning
Rahul Gandhi in the
National Herald case,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said that
Narendra Modi as Gujarat
Chief Minister appeared
before the special investi-
gation team in relation to
probe over post-Godhra vi-
olence but the Bharatiya
Janata Party did not re-
sort to “drama or dharna”
during the questioning.

Shah made the remarks

in an interview with ANI
after the Supreme Court
dismissed the plea chal-
lenging the clean chit
given by SIT to then
Gujarat Chief Minister
Narendra Modi and sever-
al others in 2002 riots.

The plea had been filed
by Zakia Jafri. Amit Shah
also referred to his facing
arrest in Sohrabuddin
Sheikh fake encounter
case, in which he was sub-
sequently acquitted, and
said no “dharna” was car-
ried out.

“In a democracy, PM
Modi presented an ideal
example of how the

Constitution should be re-
spected by all political per-
sons. Modiji was also ques-
tioned, but nobody protest-
ed, and (BJP) workers
from across the country
did not gather in solidarity
with Modiji. We cooperat-
ed with the law. I was also
arrested. There was no
protest or demonstration,”
he said.

“This is not the first
clean chit to PM Modi.
Nanavati Commission has
also given a clean chit.
Still the SIT was formed.
And Modiji did not appear
before the SIT doing
drama... come in support
from every village if not
then call MLAs, MPs and
ex-MPs, hold dharna,”
Shah added in a jibe at the
Congress party’s decision
to hold demonstrations in
national capital during
Rahul Gandhi’s question-
ing by the Enforcement
Directorate in the
National Herald case.

“We believe that we
should cooperate in the ju-
dicial process.

JK organises Blood
Donation Camps

New Delhi, June 25:  

Commemorating the
89th birth anniversary of
Late Hari Shankar
Singhania, former
President of the J K
Organisation, the eminent
industrial group organ-
ised ‘Blood Donation
Camps’ across its various
plants and offices.

While, the group is in-
volved in various social
services, the blood dona-
tions camps were specially
organized on this day as a
tribute to Late  Hari
Shankar Singhania who

was always keen to do
something extra for the so-
ciety. A ‘Padma Bhushan’
awardee, Late  Hari
Shankar Singhania played
an active role in the
growth and consolidation
of the JK Organisation by
setting up several new
ventures and acquiring
and inducting several
companies into the group
in the country and abroad.

Over 5500 employees of
JK Organization regis-
tered for the humanitari-
an cause and came for-
ward to support the blood
donation drive through

their participation. All the
donors were tested for
blood pressure, hemoglo-
bin, weight check, etc, in
the camps organized by JK
Organisation before dona-
tion. Every donor was
given a certificate of ap-
preciation for their contri-
bution.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Bharat Hari
Singhania, Chairman, JK
Organisation mentioned
that, “With the belief of
giving back to the society
engrained in the ethos by
the founders, JK
Organisation has stood
strong for over 100 years
now committed to en-
hance the quality of life
for all. This blood dona-
tion drive across JKO
Group companies is an ini-
tiative towards ensuring
the wellbeing of the larger
population needing the
lifesaving blood, on this
auspicious occasion of
Birth Anniversary of Late
Shri Hari Shankar
Singhania.”
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Suicide  
New Delhi: A 34-year-
old Delhi Police consta-
ble allegedly died by
suicide inside his office
at Mandir Marg police
station, police said on
Saturday. The deceased
constable has been
identified as Jaimal
Singh. According to po-
lice, the incident took
place on Friday while
he was on duty. His
body was found hang-
ing from the ceiling fan
inside his office.
Deputy Commissioner
of Police (DCP), New
Delhi Amrutha
Guguloth said, “Legal
proceedings u/s 174
CrPC have been 
initiated.”

Man held
Thane: Police have
arrested a 28-year-old
man in
Maharashtra’s Thane
district for his alleged
objectionable and
provocative post on
Prophet Mohammad
on a social messaging
platform, an official
said on Saturday. The
accused, Nikesh Raju
Pashte, a ‘mathadi’
worker (porter in
wholesale market)
from Sangampada in
Bhiwandi town in the
district, was arrested
on Friday, he said.

Woman killed
Budaun (UP): A 35-
year-old woman was
killed allegedly by her
husband on Saturday
morning following do-
mestic discord in
Ballia Nagla village,
police said. The ac-
cused allegedly slit
her throat and fled, SP
(City) Praveen Singh
Chauhan said. On get-
ting information
about the incident
from the woman’s rel-
atives, the police
reached the spot and
sent the body for post-
mortem. Domestic
discord is said to be
the cause of crime,
the SP said, adding a
hunt is on to nab the
accused husband.

Bengaluru, June 25: 

Celebrating its 6th
Foundation Day with part-
ner millers, udaan, India’s
largest business-to-business
e-commerce platform today
launched ‘Rishta Summit’–
a special programme to
recognise the contribution
made by millers in udaan’s
growth. Over the last six
years, udaan has built a
strong relationship with
millers across Bharat for

sourcing staples for its Food
Business. The two-day
Programme is the first ever
summit being organised
which was attended by over
75 millers from across 19
States and the leadership
team of udaan. With the
theme - ‘Rishta’ meaning re-
lationship, the summit is an
effort to strengthen partner-
ship with millers by provid-
ing them direct market ac-
cess through udaan’s exten-
sive distribution network

and retail partners.
udaan is rapidly scaling

its fulfilment centers and
working with partner farm-
ers and millers across
Bharat to serve the growing
demand as its Food &
FMCG business expands to
major cities / towns.
Through its fulfillment cen-
ters udaan works with over
2000 millers to directly
source staples thereby help-
ing them to get the best
prices for their produce.

‘Rishta Summit’ prog benefits millers
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OPENING CEREMONY 

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, center, looks at traditional dancers performing during the opening ceremony

of the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM).

BRIEF

Climber dies  

Mexico City: A
woman mountain
climber in Mexico
died and a climbing
companion was in-
jured when they
scaled the highly ac-
tive, off-limits peak of
the Popocatepetl vol-
cano. Mexico’s volun-
teer Mountain Rescue
and Assistance
Brigade confirmed
Friday that the
climbers fell into a
gully about 300 metres
from the volcano’s
crater, suggesting they
had reached the crater
or near it.

Suspect arrested
San Francisco: Police
announced on Friday
that they have arrested
a suspect in this week’s
fatal shooting of a man
on a San Francisco sub-
way commuter train.
Javon Green, 26, was ar-
rested on Thursday in
Pittsburg, a city about
64 kilometres east of
San Francisco after po-
lice released a still
photo from surveillance
video of a man they de-
scribed as a person of
interest and asked any-
one with information to
contact authorities,
said Officer Kathryn
Winters, a spokesper-
son with the San
Francisco Police
Department.

Cargo plane crashes
Moscow: A Russian
military cargo plane
crashed Friday on a
training flight after
refuelling about 124
miles southeast of
Moscow, killing five
crew members and
leaving several oth-
ers injured, officials
said. The heavy-lift Il-
76 cargo plane went
down in the Ryazan
region after suffering
an engine problem
that forced the crew
of 10 to crash-land.

Washington, Jun 25:

Khushi Patel, a biomed-
ical student from the
United Kingdom, has
been declared the winner
of the Miss India
Worldwide 2022, the
longest-running Indian
pageant outside of India.

Vaidehi Dongre from
the US was declared the
first runner up on Friday
night while Shrutika
Mane was adjudged the
second runner up. The top
12 contestants at the pag-
eant were the winners of
various other contests
globally.

Patel, who is doing her
major in biomedical sci-
ences and minor in psy-
chology, said that she is
delighted to have won the
Miss India Worldwide
2022 pageant.

Over the next one year,
the model, who also owns
a clothing store, plans to
do a lot of charity events
and help third-world
countries.

Roshani Razack from
Guyana was declared
Miss Teen India
Worldwide 2022. Navya
Paingol from the US was

the first runner up, while
Chiquita Malaha from
Suriname was the second
runner up, according to
India Festival Committee
(IFC), which has been or-
ganising the event for the
past 29 years.

This year’s pageant was

held after a gap of three
years with the last one
being organised at the
Leela Hotel in Mumbai in
September 2019.
“Pandemic has changed
the way we think and live,
said IFC chairman
Dharmatma Saran.

Khushi Patel from UK wins
Miss India Worldwide 2022

Khushi Patel, a medical student from the United Kingdom,
being declared winner of the Miss India Worldwide 2022,
the longest-running Indian pageant outside of India, in
Washington, Friday night.

Dhaka, Jun 25 (PTI):

Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina
on Saturday inaugurated
the long-awaited Padma
bridge, the country’s
longest and entirely built
with domestic funding.

The 6.15-km-long road-
rail four-lane bridge is
built over the Padma river
connecting southwestern
Bangladesh with the capi-
tal and other parts.

The multipurpose road-
rail bridge, which is fully
funded by the Bangladesh
government, has been con-
structed at a cost of USD

3.6 billion.
The inauguration of the

Padma bridge carries a lot
of significance as the
structure was built entire-
ly with domestic financ-

ing, defying speculations
by some financial ana-
lysts if Bangladesh could
mobilise the fund de-
pending on domestic re-
sources.

Hasina expressed deep
gratitude to the people
involved with the con-

struction of the Padma
bridge.

“I have no complaints
against anyone, but I reck-
on those who opposed the
Padma Bridge construc-
tion plan and called it a
‘pipe dream’, lack self-con-
fidence. I hope this bridge
will boost their confi-
dence,” the prime minister
said. “This bridge is not
just bricks, cement, iron,
and concrete This bridge
is our pride, a symbol of

our capacity, our strength
and our dignity. This
bridge belongs to the peo-
ple of Bangladesh,” she
said.

The Padma Bridge proj-
ect witnessed several engi-
neering wonders as well as
technological challenges.
It emerged as the wonder
structure for Bangladesh
and saw the use of state-of-
the-art machinery and
know-how.

The project was initially
expected to be funded by a
consortium led by the
World Bank.

In 2012, it cancelled the
proposed credit saying it
had credible evidence of
high-level corruption
among Bangladeshi offi-
cials. Bangladesh has all
through denied these alle-
gations and preferred not
to approach the interna-
tional global lender for
funding.

PM Hasina opens Bangladesh’s longest bridge
Oslo, Jun 25 (AP):

A gunman opened fire
in Oslo’s night-life district
early Saturday, killing two
people and leaving 10 seri-
ously wounded in what po-
lice are investigating as a
possible terrorist attack
during the Norwegian cap-
ital’s annual Pride festival.

Investigators said the
suspect, identified as a 42-
year-old Norwegian citi-
zen originally from Iran,
was arrested after opening
fire at three locations in
downtown Oslo.

While the motive was
unclear, organisers of
Oslo Pride canceled a pa-
rade that was set for
Saturday as the highlight
of a weeklong festival.

One of the shootings
happened outside the
London Pub, a bar popular
with the city’s LGBTQ

community, just hours be-
fore the parade was set to
begin.

Police attorney
Christian Hatlo said the
suspect was being held on
suspicion of murder, at-
tempted murder and ter-
rorism, based on the num-
ber of people targeted at
multiple locations.

Our overall assessment
is that there are grounds
to believe that he wanted

to cause grave fear in the
population, Hatlo said.

Hatlo said the suspect’s
mental health was also
being investigated.

We need to go through
his medical history, if he
has any. It’s not something
that we’re aware of now,”
he said.

The shootings hap-
pened around 1 a.m. local
time, sending panicked
revellers fleeing into the
streets or trying to hide
from the gunman.

Olav Roenneberg, a
journalist from
Norwegian public broad-
caster NRK, said he wit-
nessed the shooting.

I saw a man arrive at
the site with a bag. He
picked up a weapon and
started shooting,
Roenneberg told NRK.
First I thought it was an
air gun.

Suspected terror-linked shooting
in Oslo kills 2, wounds 10

Lahore, Jun 25 (PTI):

Sajid Majeed Mir, one of
India’s most wanted ter-
rorists and the main han-
dler of the deadly 2008
Mumbai attacks who was
earlier declared dead by
Pakistan, has been jailed
for over 15 years in a ter-
ror-financing case by an
anti-terrorism court in
the country, which is
struggling to exit the grey
list of the FATF.

The Counter Terrorism
Department (CTD) of the
Punjab Police, which
often issues convictions of

the suspects in such cases
to the media, did not noti-
fy Mir’s conviction.

His sentencing comes
as Islamabad prepares for
an on-site visit by the offi-
cials from the Paris-based
global terror financing
watchdog Financial
Action Task Force (FATF)
to verify the implementa-
tion of Pakistan’s relevant
anti-money laundering
and terrorism-financing
reforms. A positive re-
port may facilitate
Pakistan’s exit from the
grey list of the FATF.

An anti-terrorism
court in Lahore early
this month had handed
down 15 and a half
years jail term to Sajid
Majeed Mir, an activist
of banned Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT), in a terror-
financing case, a senior
lawyer associated with
terror financing cases of
LeT and Jamaat-ud-
Dawa (JuD) leaders told
PTI on Friday.

Besides, since it was
an in-camera proceed-
ing at the high-security
jail, the media was not
allowed.

The lawyer further
said Mir has been in the
Kot Lakhpat jail in
Lahore since his arrest
in April. He said the
court also imposed a
fine of over Rs 400,000
on the convict.

Pakistani authorities
had in the past claimed
he had died, but
Western countries re-
mained unconvinced

and demanded proof of
his death. This issue be-
came a major sticking
point in FATF’s assess-
ment of Pakistan’s
progress on the action
plan late last year.

This was where things
finally started moving in
Mir’s case leading to his
arrest’, the Dawn newspa-
per reported on Saturday.

His conviction and sen-

tencing were, therefore,
major achievements that
Pakistani officials show-
cased in their progress re-
port given to FATF on its
action plan during the lat-
est plenary, the paper com-
mented.

It indeed helped in con-
vincing FATF members
that Pakistan had finished
all the required tasks, it
added.

Pakistan quietly jails ‘dead’ 26/11 LeT handler Sajid
Mir for over 15 years in terror financing case

I t's raining in many
parts of the region at

present but there are many
places where rainfall is very
less. Though we are getting
more rain this year, that does
not guarantee that rain shall
be there every year. We have
seen drought-like situations
in the past when there was
less rainfall. If we look at the
global data then we shall find
that since the year 2000, the
number and duration of
droughts has risen 29%; an
estimated 55 million people
globally are directly affected
by droughts every year; by
2050, droughts may affect
over three-quarters of the
world's population; more and
more of us will be living in
areas with extreme water
shortages, including an esti-
mated one in four children by
2040; between 1900 and 2019,
droughts impacted 2.7 billion
people in the world, and
caused 11.7 million deaths.
All this data shows that we
have more challenges in the
near future if we do not act
and take action.

The common word here is
drought and desertification

and we should know that de-
sertification is a phenome-
non that ranks among the
greatest environmental chal-
lenges of our time.
Desertification can include
the encroachment of sand
dunes on land, but it doesn't
refer to the advance of
deserts.

Rather, it is the persistent
degradation of dry land
ecosystems by climate
change and mainly human
activities: unsustainable
farming that depletes the nu-
trients in the soil, mining,
overgrazing (animals eat
away grasses and erode top-
soil with their hooves) and
clear-cutting of land, when
the tree and plant cover that
binds the soil is removed.
Desertification may be where
there is deforestation.

Desertification is a global
issue, with serious implica-
tions worldwide for biodiver-
sity, eco-safety, poverty eradi-
cation, socio-economic stabil-
ity and sustainable develop-
ment. We are aware that dry
lands are already fragile as
they become degraded, the
impact on people, livestock
and environment can be dev-
astating.

The issue of desertification
is not new though — it played
a significant role in human
history, contributing to the
collapse of several large em-
pires, and the displacement of
local populations. But at pres-
ent the current trend is more
challenging than the past as it
may affect more than what
happened in the past.

One of the important

events observed globally is a
day to combat desertification
and droughts. It is interesting
to learn that desertification,
along with climate change
and the loss of biodiversity
were identified as the great-
est challenges to sustainable
development during the 1992
Rio Earth Summit. Two years
later, in 1994, the General
Assembly established the
United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification
(UNCCD), the sole legally
binding international agree-
ment linking environment
and development to sustain-
able land management, and
declared June 17 "World Day
to Combat Desertification
and Drought" by its resolu-
tion A/RES/49/115.

This year, the theme of the
International Day against
Desertification, and Drought
is "Rising up from drought
together". This day is ob-
served every year to promote
public awareness of interna-
tional efforts to combat de-
sertification. Droughts are
among the greatest threats
to sustainable development,
especially in developing
countries, but increasingly
so in developed nations too.

Restoring degraded land
globally could lock away
three billion tonnes of at-
mospheric carbon into the
soil every year – offsetting
around ten per cent of the
world's current annual ener-
gy-related emissions.
Overall, actions to avoid, re-
duce and reverse land degra-
dation can provide over one-
third of the climate mitiga-

tion needed to keep global
warming under 2° by 2030.

Land restoration is the
ecological process to restore
a natural and safe landscape
for humans, wildlife, and
plant communities. The eco-
nomic benefits of land
restoration are huge. A
United Nations
Environment Programme
(UNEP) study revealed that
half of the world's GDP is de-
pendent on nature, and
every dollar invested in
restoration generates up to
USD 30 in benefits.

There is no doubt that land
is being degraded rapidly
worldwide. Human activity
has already altered over 70
per cent of all ice-free land.
In most terrestrial habitats,
native species have greatly
diminished in the last centu-
ry, and up to one billion
species are now at risk of ex-
tinction.

Some two billion people
depend on ecosystems in dry
land areas, 90% of whom
live in developing countries.
We have to take action like
reforestation and tree regen-
eration which means more
and more tree plantations
and we have to be serious
about water management.

We have not seen severe
droughts or desertification,
but we might have to experi-
ence the same in our own re-
gion. If we do not want
drought and desertification
then we must care for our na-
ture and take care of nature.
All of us can make a differ-
ence to bring sustainable de-
velopment.
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Young force a ploy
Under the existing system, a

jawan entering at 18 years re-
tires at 33 after serving for 15
years to earn pension. Isn’t 18
to 33 years of age a young
force? The call for young force
is just a ploy, real aim is to save
on the pension bills. It takes
three to four years to fully train
a person. Let us not use the
forces as a platform to train
men only to lose them to oth-
ers. I had commanded a unit in
the Air Force. If the scheme
had come at that time, I would
have refused to accept an
Agniveer in my unit. And, why
are you eyeing the pension of
the soldiers, how about the
MPs or MLAs who get pension
that they do not deserve?

WWgg  CCddrr  CCLL  SSeehhggaall  ((rreettdd)),,
JJaallaannddhhaarr

Flood woes 
We saw how rain flooded the

main roads of Guwahati and
how people of those areas suf-
fered because of the dirty
water that flooded their way.
People had to cross that road
for getting their work done. If
we carefully look for the reason
why every time the same area
is flooded, that reason will be
found to be poor drainage sys-
tem which makes those roads
waterlogged after even slight
rainfall. Residents living in
those areas can't even go out
for their every day needs and
have to take help of the rescue
teams. Electricity and water
supply are cut off from those
areas during the flood period.
People have to face a lot of
hardships during such periods.

IIppssiittaa  RRooyy,,  CCoottttoonn  UUnniivveerrssiittyy..

Caring for the
homeless 

Homelessness in India is a
growing issue, and to over-
come the problem it requires
multilateral cooperation. Our
country has a population of
1.40 billion, nonetheless it
struggles with maintaining an
equal distribution of wealth.
Seventy five years have rolled
by since India's independence,
sadly there are many homeless
people in our country who live
on streets, under bridges, on
highways or just in any place
they seek refuge. In addition,
they are exposed to the va-
garies of extreme weather con-
ditions, and they have to use
what is at their disposal to pro-
tect themselves. Homelessness
is one of the worst conditions
of existence for a person de-
prived of security, growth and
dignity in life. It is a pity that
the far cries of these
vagabonds and their funda-
mental life needs are unheard
of by the policy makers of the
government. Simple, yet es-
sential daily needs like taking a
shower or going out for work
that we take for granted, are
big and real concerns for the
community of homeless peo-
ple. We, as a society, must cre-
ate shelters for the homeless,
provide basic support and help
them fight for their rights and
dignity in life. 

RRaannggaannaatthhaann  SSiivvaakkuummaarr
CChheennnnaaii

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

F or the hapless people of Afghanistan, the list of miseries
just gets longer. A devastating earthquake shook the

country leaving at least 1,000 dead and several hundred
maimed. The quake was Afghanistan's deadliest in two decades,
and, with the full extent of the destruction among the villages
tucked in the mountains only slowly coming to light, officials say
the toll could rise. Shocks were felt as far away as India. The dis-
aster poses a huge logistical challenge for Afghanistan's new
Taliban government, which has isolated itself from much of the
world by introducing hardline Islamist rule that subjugates
women and girls. The aid-dependent country saw the bulk of its
foreign assistance cut off in the wake of the Taliban takeover last
August, and even before the earthquake the United Nations
warned of a humanitarian crisis that threatened the entire popu-
lation. The immediate priority for Afghanistan’s neighbours as
well as the international community should be to provide med-
ical help to those who critically need it. Over four decades of war
have resulted in little by way of a proper emergency manage-
ment system in Afghanistan, while the present cash-strapped
Taliban rulers are also not equipped to respond to a disaster of
such magnitude. Speedy international efforts are therefore re-
quired to help ferry the injured in remote locations to hospitals
where they can be provided emergency care as the Taliban have
appealed to aid agencies to participate in the relief effort.
Moreover, food, shelter and medicine need to be provided to sur-
vivors of the disaster. In particular, those states that have spent
trillions of dollars on waging war in Afghanistan must now spend
liberally to provide succour to the suffering Afghans in their time
of need. And considering the frequency of earthquakes in
Afghanistan and the high human toll they take, international ex-
perts should come forward to help put in place mitigation meas-
ures that can save lives when disaster strikes. Afghanistan is fre-
quently hit by earthquakes, especially in the Hindu Kush moun-
tain range, which lies near the junction of the Eurasian and Indian
tectonic plates. Over 7,000 people have been killed in quakes over
the last 10 years, as per the UN. Scores of people were killed in
January when two quakes struck the western province of
Badghis. In 2015, more than 380 people were killed in Pakistan
and Afghanistan when a 7.5-magnitude earthquake ripped across
the two countries. Afghanistan's deadliest recent earthquake
killed 5,000 in May 1998 in the northeastern provinces of Takhar
and Badakhshan. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres said
the global agency has "fully mobilised" to help, deploying health
teams and supplies of medicine, food, trauma kits and emer-
gency shelter to the quake zone. The United States, whose troops
helped topple the initial Taliban regime and remained in
Afghanistan for two decades until Washington pulled them out
last year, was "deeply saddened" by the earthquake, the White
House said. President Biden is monitoring developments and has
directed USAID (US Agency for International Development) and
other federal government partners to assess US response options
to help those most affected. The European Union too was quick to
offer assistance. From the Vatican, Pope Francis offered prayers
for victims of the latest quake. India on its part said it was ready
to provide all possible relief material at the earliest. Expressing
anguish at the loss of lives and devastation caused by the earth-
quake, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said India stands by the
people of Afghanistan in their difficult times.

Unending list of woes 
for hapless Afghans
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Women check mangoes at the Aam Mahotsav organised at the Gyan Bhawan, in Patna, Saturday, June 25.

Rising up from drought together

AAM MAHOTSAV

RANJAN K BARUAH

M icrosoft is set to
bid adieu to

Windows 8.1 early next
year and will soon alerts
users via notifications.
The tech giant is ending
Windows 8.1 support in
January 2023, and will
begin pushing alerts to
users next month.
“Support for Windows 8
ended on January 12, 2016,
and support for Windows
8.1 will end on January 10,
2023,” the company said
in an update.

“Microsoft 365 Apps is no longer
supported on Windows 8 or Windows
8.1 after they have reached their end
of support dates. To avoid perform-
ance and reliability issues, we rec-
ommend that you move to a newer
version of Windows,” the company
added. Microsoft will not offer ex-
tended security update (ESU) pro-
gramme for Windows 8.1. “After that
date, if you’re running Microsoft
365, you’ll no longer receive updates
for the Office apps; this includes fea-
ture, security, and other quality up-
dates,” said the company, and ad-

vised users to upgrade to a support-
ed operating system.

Most Windows 8.1 or Windows 8 de-
vices will not meet the hardware re-
quirements for upgrading to Windows
11. “As an alternative, compatible
Windows 8 and 8.1 PCs can be upgrad-
ed to Windows 10 by purchasing and
installing a full version of the soft-
ware,” said the company. Windows 10
will continue to be supported until
October 14, 2025. Microsoft recom-
mended users to take advantage of the
latest hardware capabilities by mov-
ing to a new PC with Windows 11.

D igital disease management solu-
tions may help tackle the rising

populations of patients suffering from
chronic diseases in India, according to
a report on Friday. In terms of preva-
lence, hypertension, diabetes, and car-
diovascular disease are the three
largest chronic conditions, with close
to 242 million people suffering from
hypertension, 75 million people suffer-
ing from diabetes, and 67 million peo-
ple suffering from cardiovascular con-
ditions. This is followed by other
chronic conditions such as arthritis,
asthma, and chronic obstructive pul-
monary disease (COPD). According to
the report by domestic strategy con-
sulting firm Redseer Strategy
Consultants, the key drivers of India's
chronic disease count include genet-
ics, lifestyle, rapid urbanisation, and
stress.

The findings suggest that 60 per
cent of diabetic cases in India come
from urban cities, and more than 35
per cent of Indians suffer from mental
health issues, leading to increasing
stress levels in India that are above the
global average. Further, over 80 per
cent of chronic diseases occur in the
age groups 30 and above, and a signifi-

cant portion of India's population is
over this age group. Together, the
chronic disease market presents a $40
billion total addressable market
(TAM), while the urban chronic care
OPD market size stands at $17 billion,
the report said. It noted that digital
chronic management players have a
lot of headroom ahead, as they cur-
rently penetrate less than 1 per cent of
their serviceable addressable market.

Typically, a chronic patient's health-
care journey includes consultations
and follow-ups with doctors, regular
vital monitoring, purchasing medi-
cines, undergoing lab tests, making di-
etary changes, monitoring these
changes and more. This complex
process spans across multiple years,
and could go on for a lifetime, leading
to a painful experience for patients
and their family.

Microsoft Windows 8.1 
coming to an end in Jan 2023

Digital approach may help tackle 
rising chronic disease cases in India

C hina could be entering choppy Middle Eastern waters.
Multiple crises and conflicts will likely shape its relations

with the region’s major powers, including Saudi Arabia, Iran, and
Turkey. The laundry list of pitfalls for China includes the fallout of
the Ukraine war, strained US relations with Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates, Turkish opposition to Finnish and Swedish
NATO membership, the threat of a renewed Turkish anti-Kurdish
incursion into northern Syria, and the fate of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the 2015 international
agreement that curbed Iran’s nuclear program. Drowning out the
noise, one thing that becomes evident is that neither the Gulf
states nor Turkey have any intention of fundamentally altering
their security relationships with the United States, even if the dy-
namics in the cases of Saudi Arabia, the UAE, and Turkey are very
different. Saudi Arabia recognizes that there is no alternative to
the US security umbrella, whatever doubts the kingdom may have
about the United States’ commitment to its security. With next
month’s visit to Saudi Arabia by President Joe Biden, the question
is not how US-Saudi differences will be papered over but at what
price and who will pay the bill. Meanwhile, China has made clear
that it is not willing and not yet able to replace the United States.
It has also made clear that for China to engage in regional securi-
ty, Middle Eastern states would first have to get a grip on their dis-
putes so that conflicts don’t spin out of control. The dynamics with
Turkey and Iran are of a different order. China may gleefully
watch Turkish obstruction in NATO, but as much as Turkey seeks
to forge an independent path, it does not want to break its umbili-
cal cord with the West anchored in its membership in NATO. NATO
needs Turkey even if its centre of gravity, for now, has moved to
Eastern Europe. The Gulf states hedged their bets in the initial
months of the Ukraine war, but their ability to do so may be com-
ing to an end. Already Saudi Arabia and the UAE are starting to
concede on the issue of oil production, while Qatar is engaging
with Europe on gas. Bifurcation would not rupture relations with
China but would likely restrain technological cooperation and con-
tain Gulf hedging strategies, including notions of granting China
military facilities. Over and beyond the immediate geopolitical
and security issues, there are multiple other potentially problem-
atic issues and powder kegs. China’s balancing act, particularly
between Saud Arabia and Iran, could become more fraught.  The
problem for Muslim-majority states, particularly those in the
Middle East, is that the era in which the United States and others
could get away with the application of double standards and ap-
parent hypocrisy in adhering to values may be drawing to a close.
China and, for that matter, Russia is happy to benefit from the
global South's reluctance to join condemnation of the invasion of
Ukraine and sanctions against Russia because the West refuses to
apply the principle universally, for example, in the case of Israel or
multiple infractions of international and human rights law else-
where. However, China and Middle Eastern states sit in similar
glasshouses. Irrespective of how one judges recent controversial
statements made by spokespeople of India’s ruling BJP party re-
garding the Prophet Mohammed and Muslim worship, criticism by
Muslim states rings hollow as long as they do not also stand up to
the repression of Muslims in Xinjiang.

China heading to choppy
Middle Eastern waters
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BRIEF

Disapproval

New Delhi: Dish TV
Managing Director
Jawahar Goel has
stepped down from
the post after the
shareholders of the
DTH operator rejected
the proposal to reap-
point him. "The pro-
posal for reappoint-
ment of Jawahar Lal
Goel as Managing
Director of the
Company has not re-
ceived requisite ma-
jority at the EGM held
on June 24, 2022," said
Dish TV in a regulato-
ry filing. However,
Goel "continues as a
Non-Executive
Director," the regula-
tory filing added. "We
wish to inform you
that on the basis of
the votes cast by the
shareholders at the
EEGM of Company
held on June 24, 2022",
Jawahar Lal Goel "va-
cates the office of
Managing Director of
the Company," said
Dish TV.

Strike postponed
New Delhi: Bank
unions  deferred their
proposed June 27
strike as Indian Banks'
Association (IBA)
agreed to initiate ne-
gotiation talks on
their demands. The
United Forum of Bank
Union (UFBU), an um-
brella body of nine
bank unions, includ-
ing All India Bank
Officers'
Confederation
(AIBOC), All India
Bank Employees
Association (AIBEA)
and National
Organisation of Bank
Workers (NOBW) had
threaten to go on
strike to press for is-
sues related to pension
and the demand for
five-days-a-week work.

Development
projects 

New Delhi: Uttar
Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath  met sev-
eral Union ministers
here to discuss devel-
opment projects in the
state, including the
ones related to
Mathura. Adityanath,
who is in the national
capital, met Union
ministers Nitin
Gadkari, Ashwini
Vaishnaw,
Sarbananda Sonowal
and G Kishan Reddy.
In his meeting with
Union Road Transport
and Highways
Minister Gadkari, the
UP chief minister dis-
cussed the Braj Area
Development plan,
Braj Chaurasi Kos
Project and Braj
Teerth Path (Braj
Pilgrimage
Development) Project,
the state government
said in a statement.
With Railway minis-
ter Vaishnaw,
Adityanath discussed
the Mathura-
Vrindavan rail route
as also the construc-
tion of Light Rail
Transit System
(LRTS) on Mathura-
Vrindavan rail line.

E-TAB DISTRIBUTION

Union Minister of Petroleum and Natural Gas Hardeep Puri gives E-Tab to an MCD school teacher under CSR Initiative
of Petronet LNG Limited, in New Delhi.

New Delhi, Jun 25: 

The government has ex-
tended the time for levy of
GST compensation cess by
nearly 4 years till March
31, 2026. As per the Goods
and Services Tax (Period
of Levy and Collection of
Cess) Rules, 2022, notified
by the finance ministry,
the compensation cess will
continue to be levied from
July 1, 2022 to March 31,
2026.

The levy of cess was to
end on June 30 but the GST
Council, chaired by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and compris-
ing state FMs, decided to
extend it till March 2026 to
repay the loans taken in
the last two fiscal years to
make up for the shortfall
in their revenue collection.
After the 45th GST Council
meeting in Lucknow in
September last year,
Sitharaman had said the

regime of paying compen-
sation to states for revenue
shortfall resulting from
subsuming their taxes
such as VAT in the uniform
national tax GST, will end
in June 2022. However, the
compensation cess, levied
on luxury and demerit
goods, will continue to be
collected till March 2026 to
repay the borrowings that
were done in 2020-21 and
2021-22 to compensate
states for GST revenue loss.
In order to meet the re-
source gap of states due to
short release of compensa-
tion, the Centre has bor-
rowed and released Rs 1.1
lakh crore in 2020-21 and Rs
1.59 lakh crore in 2021-22 as

back-to-back loan to meet a
part of the shortfall in cess
collection. The Centre has
repaid Rs 7,500 crore as in-
terest cost for the borrow-
ing in 2021-22 and Rs 14,000
crore is to be paid this fis-
cal year.

From 2023-24, the repay-
ment of principal amount
will start which will con-
tinue till March 2026.
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) was introduced in
the country with effect
from July 1, 2017 and states
were assured of compensa-
tion for the loss of any rev-
enue arising on account of
implementation of GST for
a period of five years.
Though states' protected
revenue has been growing
at 14 per cent compounded
growth rate, the cess collec-
tion did not increase in the
same proportion and
COVID-19 further in-
creased the gap between
protected revenue and the

actual revenue receipt in-
cluding reduction in cess
collection. The Centre has
released the entire amount
of GST compensation
payable to states up to May
31, 2022.

AMRG & Associates
Senior Partner Rajat
Mohan said with the exten-
sion of levy of compensa-
tion cess, products like to-
bacco, cigarettes, hookah,
aerated waters, high-end
motorcycles, aircraft, yacht
and motor vehicles would
continue to be loaded with
higher taxes rates. Deloitte
India Partner M S Mani
said, "The extension of the
levy of compensation cess,
although expected, will
continue to impose a bur-
den on the impacted busi-
nesses, especially sectors
like automotive, which
need to be encouraged as it
is one of the sectors that
has a multiplier effect on
GDP and employment." 

GST compensation cess levy
extended till March 2026 Kolkata, Jun 25: 

Non-banking financial
companies need to diversify
risks across sectors and ge-
ographies, as well as main-
tain capital adequacy
norms and introduce core
banking solutions going
ahead, former State Bank of
India chairman Rajnish
Kumar said. Kumar also
said the risk-taking abilities
of NBFCs are higher than
banks, and that the regula-
tory stance will become
tougher, with the regulation
arbitrage between lenders
and non-banking entities
ceasing to exist. "Regarding
asset quality review (AQR)
of lenders, as pointed out by
former RBI governor
Raghuram Rajan, the NPA
problem started with the
NBFCs. The whole issue
boils down to risk manage-
ment and governance.

There is a need for
NBFCs to take a diversified
approach across sectors
and geographies and also
be mindful about the risk

matrix, he said during an
event organised by micro-
finance institution VFS
Capital here on Friday
evening. Kumar said the
NBFCs will have to main-
tain capital adequacy
norms, introduce core
banking solutions and
make adequate disclosures
by 2025. Nearly 23 per cent
of lending in the financial
sector happens through the
NBFCs, he said. Regarding
NPA in the banking sector,
the former SBI chief said
lenders cannot escape their
share of the blame, adding
that faulty government
policies in power, coal, tele-
com and road sectors are
also responsible for bad
loans.

NBFCs should diversify
risks across sectors:

Former SBI chairmanChennai, Jun 25:  

Auto major Ford has ex-
tended its production
schedule till July-end
against the earlier June-end
as the company is continu-
ing discussions with the
employees who are protest-
ing against the severance
package offered to them,
the company said. The fac-
tory located at Maraimalai
Nagar on the outskirts of
the city has been witness-
ing labour unrest since May
30 over the compensation
offered by the management.
To a PTI query, the compa-
ny spokesperson said,
"Pursuant to the employee
cascade on June 9, 2022, the
company received a posi-
tive response, with a vast
number of employees con-
senting to support produc-
tion in parallel to continu-
ing discussions on the sev-
erance package on offer."
"Over 50 per cent of per-
manent employees have
been supporting produc-
tion since June 14 and the
company has decided to
extend production till the
end-July 2022.

New Delhi, Jun 25:  

The government on
Saturday said the coun-
try's domestic raw coking
coal output may touch 140
million tonnes (MT) by
2030 from the present 51.7
MT. Coking coal is an es-
sential raw material for
the production of iron and
steel. "With...transforma-
tive measures taken by
Ministry of Coal under
'Atmanirbhar Bharat' ini-
tiative of PM, domestic
raw coking coal produc-
tion is likely to reach 140
MT by 2030," the coal min-
istry said in a statement.

To further increase the
output of raw coking coal,
the Centre has auctioned
10 coking coal blocks to the
private sector, with a peak
rated capacity (PRC) of
22.5 MT during the last

two years. Most of these
blocks are expected to
start production by 2025.
The ministry has also
identified four coking coal
blocks and the Central
Mine Planning and Design
Institute (CMPDI) will also
finalise geological re-
serves (GR) for 4 to 6 new
coking coal blocks in the
next two months, the state-
ment said. These blocks
may be offered in subse-
quent rounds of sale for
the private sector to fur-
ther step up domestic raw
coking coal supply in the
country. Coal India Ltd
(CIL), which accounts for
over 80 per cent of domes-
tic coal output, has
planned to increase raw
coking coal production
from existing mines up to
26 MT and identified nine
new mines with peak

rated capacity of about 20
MT by FY25.

Also, CIL has offered six
discontinued coking coal
mines, out of the total 20
such mines, on an innova-
tive model of revenue
sharing to the private sec-
tor with an expected PRC
of about 2 MT, according
to the statement. The
country produced 51.7 MT
of raw coking coal during
2021-22, which is 15 per
cent more compared to
44.8 MT during FY21.

Domestic raw coking
coal production continues
to witness an increasing
trend in the current fiscal
as well with the produc-
tion of 8.3 MT, as per the
figures up to last month,
which is 20 per cent more
compared to 6.9 MT during
the same period of the pre-
vious year.

India’s domestic raw coking coal 
production may touch 140 MT by 2030

Mumbai, Jun 25: 

Net profits of manufac-
turing companies surged
by 50.2 per cent during
2021-22, the input cost pres-
sures notwithstanding,
the Reserve Bank of India
said. Net profit also in-
creased for the informa-
tion technology (IT) com-
panies, whereas the non-
IT services sector contin-
ued to record losses at the
aggregate level, it said.

The data on the per-
formance of the private
corporate sector during
2021-22 drawn from
abridged financial results
of 3,166 listed non-govern-
ment non-financial
(NGNF) companies.
Operating profit margins
remained healthy for all
the three sectors. Net prof-
it margins remained sta-

ble for manufacturing and
IT companies, whereas it
remained in the negative
terrain for non-IT services
companies. The data fur-
ther showed that private
corporate sales and prof-
itability recorded healthy
growth in during 2021-22
as the effects of the Covid-
19 pandemic subsided and
economic activities recov-
ered, especially in the sec-
ond half of the year. "Sales
of 1,865 listed private man-
ufacturing companies wit-
nessed broad based recov-
ery and expanded by 36.7
per cent during 2021-22 as
compared with a contrac-
tion of 2.8 per cent in the
preceding year; both vol-
ume and price compo-
nents contributed to the
higher growth and it was
also aided by favourable
base effects," it said.

Net profits of manufacturing cos
surged by 50.2 pc in FY’22: RBI

Mumbai, Jun 25:  

The government has
made a well mapped-out
provision for establishing
digital financial infra-
structure or digital public
goods in the country in the
form of Aadhaar, provi-
sion of universal bank ac-
counts and Unified
Payments Interface (UPI),
Member of Parliament
Jayant Sinha said. He said
the way the country has
established the digital fi-
nancial infrastructure
over the past seven-eight
years is nothing short of a
miracle. The government
has done a very sophisti-
cated and well mapped-out
provision of digital finan-
cial infrastructure or digi-
tal public goods, which in-
cludes Aadhaar, provision

of universal bank ac-
counts and UPI payment
system, Sinha, who heads
the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Finance said.

He was speaking at an
event organised by the
Observer Research
Foundation. These three
public goods have helped
in creating a full pay-
ments system which is the

most affordable and
among the highest volume
payments systems in the
world, he said. "I don't
think any other country,
except China, could match
(in terms of establishing
digital financial infra-
structure) what we have
accomplished and in the
speed and the volume in
which it's been done,
Sinha said.

The digital public goods
have unleashed the innova-
tions which have resulted
in many unicorns in the
country and also cus-
tomers getting the various
new services. He said going
forward the digital public
goods that the country has
developed will enable it to
digitise other sectors of the
economy in an equally rev-
olutionary way.

India's accomplishments in digital financial
infrastructure is miraculous: Sinha

Mumbai, Jun 25:  

The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI)  extended the
card-on-file (CoF) tokenisa-
tion deadline by three
months to September 30,
2022, in view of various rep-
resentations received from
industry bodies. Card-on-
file, or CoF, refers to card in-
formation stored by pay-
ment gateway and mer-
chants to process future
transactions. Tokenisation
is the process of replacing
actual card details with a
unique alternate code
called 'Token' - thereby en-
abling more secure transac-
tions. The RBI now directed
the merchants to imple-
ment its tokenisation
norms by September 30,
2022. This is the third time

that the central bank has
extended the deadline of its
implementation. The indus-
try stakeholders have high-
lighted some issues related
to the implementation of
the framework in respect of
guest checkout transac-
tions, the RBI said in a
statement. Also, a number
of transactions processed
using tokens is yet to gain
traction across all cate-
gories of merchants.
"These issues are being
dealt with in consultation
with the stakeholders, and
to avoid disruption and in-
convenience to cardholders,
the Reserve Bank has today
announced an extension of
the said timeline of June 30,
2022, by three more months,
i.e., to September 30, 2022,"
it said.

RBI extends deadline for complying
with card tokenisation norms by 

3 months to Sep 30

Mumbai, Jun 25: 

Himalaya Wellness
Company, one of India’s
leading wellness
brands,has launched a new
equity campaign that in-
spires consumers across
age groupsto prioritize
health and wellness. The
campaign brings to life
Himalaya’s vision of
“Wellness in Every Home,
Happiness in Every
Heart.”

Over the pastnine
decades, Himalaya has
been championing health
and wellness, which con-
sumers across theglobe
want to embrace. Himalaya
believes that the world
willbe a happier place if
each of us prioritize
ourhealth and wellness.
The new campaignaims at

drawing attention to the
shift in our lifestyles and
the importance of preven-
tive health carefor good
health and well-being.

Speaking on the cam-
paign, Mr. Rajesh
Krishnamurthy, Business
Director - Consumer
Products Division,
Himalaya Wellness
Company, says, “At
Himalaya, we believe that
wellness is the real happi-
ness. This brand film reit-
erates our commitment to
creating awareness on the
role of wellness for healthy
and happy living.Himalaya
has pioneered and devel-
oped a range of head-to-
heel consumer products,re-
inforcing our vision of
Wellness in Every Home,
Happiness in Every
Heart.”

Himalaya Wellness company
launches new equity campaign

Bengaluru, Jun 25:  

ExxonMobil Lubricants Pvt Ltd
announced the launch of its
next-generation passengerve-
hicle lubricants - ‘Mobil
Super,’ in new, improvedpack-
aging with refreshed labels.
The improved packaging offers
a new QR-code-based anti-
counterfeit feature on the bot-
tles for consumers to verify
the authenticity of the prod-
ucts. With the launch of the
new packaging, ExxonMobil
has renamed its Mobil Super
3000 series asthe Mobil Super
All-In-One Protection series,
Mobil Super 1000 series asthe
Mobil Super Friction Fighter
series, and Mobil Super HP
asthe Mobil Super Everyday
Protection. This next genera-
tion synthetic passenger vehi-
cle lubricant offers superior

technology that meets the lat-
est BS-VI specifications and
provides fuel economy bene-
fits with its Mobil Super All-In-
One Protection series.
Additionally, the Mobil Super
Friction Fighter series delivers
better engine wear protection
and cleanliness.
ExxonMobil is leveraging their
Tokyo Olympics Gold Medalist
brand ambassador, Padma
Shri Neeraj Chopra, to com-
municate the change. 
Commenting on the launch,
Vipin Rana, CEO, ExxonMobil
Lubricants Pvt. Ltd., said, “As
a technology leader,
ExxonMobil is always explor-
ing new ways to serve cus-
tomers better and bring a pos-
itive change to their lives. This
also resonates with our brand
campaign ‘Farak Laakar
Dekhiye.’ 

ExxonMobil launches
next-gen ‘Mobil Super’

New Delhi, Jun 25: 

The income tax depart-
ment on Wednesday said
the 1 per cent TDS on
transfer of virtual digital
assets would be levied on
net transaction value and
the onus of deducting the
tax would primarily be
on the exchanges. The
Central Board of Direct
Taxes (CBDT) issued an
FAQ on the TDS provi-
sions on virtual digital
assets (VDA) or cyptocur-
rencies, which was intro-
duced in 2022-23 Budget
and will be effective from
July 1. The frequently
asked questions (FAQ)
said in a peer-to-peer (di-
rect buyer to seller)
transaction, the buyer
paying the consideration

will be required to deduct
the tax deducted at
source (TDS). However, in
case the transaction is
taking place through an
exchange, the onus of de-
ducting TDS will be on
the exchange which is
crediting or making pay-
ment to the seller.

In case the credit/pay-
ment between exchange
and the seller is through
a broker (and the broker
is not seller), there has to
be a written agreement
that the broker would be
deducting the tax. "The
Exchange would be re-
quired to furnish a quar-
terly statement (in Form
26QF) for all such trans-
actions of the quarter on
or before the due date
prescribed in the Income-

tax Rules, 1962," the
CBDT said. The FAQ fur-
ther said for transfer of
VDAs owned by the ex-
changes, the buyer or
his/her broker would be
required to deduct the
tax. As an alternative, the
exchange may enter into
a written agreement with
the buyer or his broker
that in regard to all such
transactions, the ex-
change would be paying
the tax on or before the
due date for that quarter.
With regard to transac-
tions in kind or in ex-
change of another VDA,
the FAQ said the ex-
change will enter into a
written contractual
agreement with the buy-
ers/sellers for deducting
tax.

Onus of deducting TDS primarily

rests on crypto exchanges: CBDT FAQ

Ford extends 
production at TN
plant till July-end

Actress Mrunal Thakur will be seen playing a
fierce police officer in the upcoming thriller

'Gumraah' and is leaving no stone unturned to prepare
for the character.

"For portraying the role of a committed cop, I had to
go through extensive body training. From

getting physically trained to maintain the
body structure while running with trained
athletes to handling different types of
guns, I have tried everything to adapt the
essence of a cop," Mrunal said.

She added that for her preparation of
the role she also "involved talking to
and spending time with some female
cops of our force in order to under-
stand their world through a better
lens."

Mrunal was last seen opposite
Shahid Kapoor in the family cricket
drama, 'Jersey', which is currently
streaming on Netflix.

S
outh stars con-
tinue to domi-
nate in the pop-

ularity stakes if the results of the
Ormax Stars India Loves study are
any indication.

The top 10 female stars list has 5
Telugu, 3 Hindi and 2 Tamil stars
sharing the honours. Samantha
tops the list followed by Alia Bhat.
Incidentally, Alia Bhatt, Deepika
Padukone and Katrina Kaif are the
three Bollywood names on the list.
While Alia ranks second, Deepika
figures at the fifth spot and Katrina
coming in at seventh spot.

The other stars from South in-
dustry include Nayantara at third
place, Kajal Aggarwal at fifth,
Keerthy Suresh at sixth,
Rashmika, Pooja Hegde, and
Anushka Shetty at eight, nine, and
ten positions respectively.

Thanks to her diverse roles and
acting chops, Samantha Prabhu's
talent as an actor is well known.
And now, she has also emerged as
the most popular female star of
India. As per a recent research re-
port conducted in India by Ormax
beginning April, Samantha Prabhu
has topped this list which includes
other big names of the film world
as well from across India.

The result of this research indi-
cates the shift in the preferences of
the audience post the pandemic.

The methodology involves ask-
ing film audiences in multiple lan-
guages to name their favorite stars
in each language separately. Every

month, more than
10,000 people are polled in the
exercise. The target group is cho-
sen from metros, mini metros
and small towns, in proportion of
their contribution to theatrical
footfalls over the last two years.

Samantha Ruth Prabhu is one
of India's biggest actresses
today who has captured the en-
tire audience with her charm,
uniqueness and talent. Two of
her recent performances, the
antagonist Raji in The Family
Man 2 and the sensuous num-
ber from Pushpa, Oo Antava
have been the talk of the town.

Besides being a popular ac-
tress, Samantha is a philan-
thropist, entrepreneur and avid
social media influencer. Her mes-
merising looks and acting skills
has built her a dedicated loyal fan
base nationwide over the years.
From Jessie in Ye Maaya Chesave,
to Raji and Oo Antava, one can wit-
ness her massive range, proving
her versatility with every new ven-
ture. Rashmika has been dominat-
ing the scene after the pathbreak-
ing success of 'Pushpa'.

S
uperstar Singer 2, a homegrown kids’ reality show of
Sony Entertainment Television, has made an irreplace-
able space in the viewers’ hearts with some of the most

impeccable performances, entertainment, and some of the
inspiring stories. This Sunday, the show will celebrate the
beautiful soul - the mothers  in the ‘Maa Special’ episode
with heartwarming performances by the contestants.
Bollywood’s reigning beauty of the 70s Jaya Prada will
also be joining the judging panel as the special guest of
the week.

One such performance, that struck the right chord
leaving everybody teary eyed, will be the heartfelt act
by little Miss Mohali of Superstar Singer 2, Sayisha
along with captain Pawandeep Rajan on ‘Luka Chuppi’.

The beautiful song from the pathbreaking film Rang De
Basanti has been one of the most popular songs that al-

ways stirs up a storm of emotions in everybody . Likewise,
when the contestant-captain duo will perform the song every-

one including the judges, captains, contestants and even the au-
dience will be left teary eyed. Listening to this, special guest
Jaya Prada will get a little emotional as she  remembers her
mother. Talking about how mothers are the most valuable
and precious gift that all of us should cherish and respect,
she said, “I used to work five shifts a day. Starting from
morning to night I would be busy in my hectic schedule. I
barely had time to even have food on time. So I remember
my mother would run behind me to the car’s door with a
glass of milk, so that I at least don’t leave the house with
an empty stomach. I would just react by saying that I don’t
have time for all this. But now when I have lost her, I wish
she was here, life would have been so much easier.”

Sayisha’s performance will also leave judge Himesh
Reshammiya with a heavy heart and he will promise to
give extra time to his mother and cherish each mo-
ment with her.

Watch Superstar Singer 2 every Saturday and
Sunday at 8pm only on Sony Entertainment
Television!

ACROSS

1. Turner and Kennedy

5. Injury memento

9. Bias

14. Skating jump

15. Tiny opening

16. Deck's kin

17. Papa's spouse

18. Highway exit

19. Daisylike flower

20. Envoy

22. Pranks

23. Female birds

24. Boxer Muhammad ____

25. Business VIP

26. Auction offer

29. Governmental bureaus

32. Responsibility

34. Brief joke (hyph.)

38. Doctor's "at once!"

39. Fine fabric

41. Annoy

42. Denver's state

44. She, in Valencia

45. Statue base

49. Telepathy (abbr.)

50. Likely

53. Capone and Pacino

54. Impudent child

56. Threefold

58. Mexican hat

62. Restrict

63. ____ Carvey of SNL

64. Persia, today

65. ____ acid (nutrient)

66. Old

67. Fishing string

68. Passover dinner

69. Space gp.

70. Lower limbs

DOWN

1. Docile

2. Checkup

3. ____ Moore of "A Few Good Men"

4. Long cut

5. Leapt

6. Rough

7. Military branch

8. Congressman (abbr.)

9. Kind of dog

10. Endure

11. Garret

12. Brother's daughter

13. Chest

21. Dead ____ Scrolls

22. E.T., e.g.

24. Complexion woe

26. Bartlett's kin

27. Division term
28. Twofold
30. Forbidden items (hyph.)
31. King's title
33. Quit
35. African river
36. Building wings
37. Cut grain
39. Large spoon
40. "Beware the ____ of March"
43. Housing agent
46. Certain steaks (hyph.)
47. Fleet of warships
48. Hunting dog, for short
50. Book of maps
51. ____ minister
52. Fearful
55. Warble
57. Evergreen tree
58. Epic
59. Historic canal
60. Sounded a bell
61. Individuals
63. Newsman ____ Rather
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Worries over money could have you
edgier than usual, Aquarius. While you
may be doing well, you still could be
insecure and think your funds might not
stretch far enough. Try to consider the
situation objectively. You'll probably be
relieved by what you find. Others'
demands on your time might irritate
you more than usual. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You probably crave solitude, Pisces.
Even though you may have committed
to doing something for a friend or rela-
tive, now you find the idea irritating. You
could have some tasks of your own that
you'd rather work on, or you might sim-
ply want to go for a workout and burn
off some tension. The latter idea is a
good one. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Although you're normally a sociable per-
son who feels most comfortable in the
company of others, Aries, today you might
rather be alone. You could feel a little
under the weather or be stressed from
job-related worries. You probably need
some rest, but you also could benefit from
taking a brisk walk. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You tend to enjoy solitude, Taurus, and
today you might feel more reclusive than
usual. You could be invited to spend time
with friends but not feel like accepting.
You might even feel a little irritated by
them. This is a great day to go for a work-
out or throw yourself into projects of your
own. Physical activity will get rid of stress
and help your concentration. Go to it.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today there might be tension in the air
with no discernible cause, Gemini.
Family members could seem preoccu-
pied with problems they can't quite
define. Your natural inclination might
be to try to cheer them up, but it prob-
ably won't work. Don't be too annoyed
if they don't respond to your efforts. It
isn't them. It's the planets. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You could get some mysterious phone
calls today, Cancer, like wrong numbers
or hang-ups. Other people might seem
less communicative than usual, Cancer,
and you're likely to be preoccupied with
your own thoughts. You might feel a bit
more nervous than usual, but that should
go away if you take a brisk walk or get
some other exercise. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Confusion over money matters might
come up for you today, Leo. You may
need to check your records in order to
shed light on some past transactions.
Don't panic. All should be well. You just
need to ascertain the facts. You might
have some rather intense dreams
tonight. Write them down. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Someone close to you might seem more
preoccupied than usual, Virgo, and per-
haps a bit difficult to deal with. Don't
take this personally. It has little if any-
thing to do with you. He or she doesn't
want to share their troubles. You might
be feeling a bit tense and jumpy, but this
is nothing to worry about. Take a brisk
walk or work out. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today you might be feeling a bit tense,
Libra, and you probably won't under-
stand why. The secret? It's the plan-
ets. You might tend to jump at unex-
pected noises or take offense where
none is intended. Relations with oth-
ers could be a little strained, necessi-
tating some communication about
how you're feeling. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You probably aren't going to feel much like
socializing today, Scorpio, though friends
might contact you. Your patience has worn a
bit thin and you could get annoyed at inci-
dents that normally wouldn't bother you.
Therefore, this isn't a good day for group
communication. It might be best to have a
good workout and then rest. You'll probably
feel much better after you're done.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Uptight is the word for today, Sagittarius. At
some point you might find yourself the cen-
ter of attention. While you normally might
not mind, now it could make you a bit nerv-
ous. When you find everyone looking at you
and expecting you to say something, say it,
keep it short, and then withdraw. You aren't
in the mood. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You're likely to want to be left alone with
your own thoughts today. Relaxing with a
good book might be at the top of your
agenda, Capricorn, and you aren't liable
to want to be interrupted. Noise and
requests that don't usually bother you
might tick you off, so it's best to try to
spend some time alone. Also try to be
your usual considerate self. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Jaya Prada left teary
eyed remembering

her mother  

A
ctress Shruti Seth
will be seen hosting
the reality show

'Women Like Her' in which
women from different
walks of life will be shar-
ing their inspiring stories.

The chat show will see
guests sharing their mo-
ments of highs and lows
and how tough it is to es-
tablish themselves in
male-dominated society.

For instance filmmaker
and screenwriter
Alankrita Shrivastava,
who has made movies like
'Lipstick Under My
Burkha' and 'Dolly Kitty
Aur Woh Chamakte Sitare'
shares her directorial
journey, her accolades,
and much more.

Malika Sadani, founder
of The Moms Co talks
about how she created her
brand which is all about
motherly care. Fierce pis-
tol shooter Heena Sidhu

talks about taking the fam-
ily legacy ahead as a
woman in a conventional-
ly masculine sport. On the
other hand, Shruti
Sancheti, a fashion design-
er, opens up on her jour-
ney in the fashion indus-
try. 'Shararat' fame Shruti
Seth asserts: "Hosting
'Women Like Her' has been
immensely fulfilling. I've
always wanted to be asso-
ciated with anything that
celebrates women, their
journey and their success.

"Chatting with the four
incredibly inspiring
guests gave me so much in-
sight into each of their
unique circumstances and
how they have used their
environment to empower
themselves and passed on
their privilege to other
women as well," she adds.

'Women Like Her' will
start from June 27 on
Discovery and TLC.

Shruti Seth all set to host reality
show ‘Women Like Her’

Samantha at top spot
as south dominates

India's most popular
female stars list

O
n Indian television,
one can easily say
that many male ac-

tors have aced female roles
with utmost grace and ele-
gance. They have brilliant-
ly pulled off these roles
and done complete justice
in keeping the audience
entertained. From don-
ning a feminine outfit to
playing the role of a
woman, these actors on
&TV have instantly cap-
tured the audience's atten-
tion. Let us look at actors
like Yogesh Tripathi
(Daroga Happu Singh,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan),
Aasif Sheikh (Vibhuti
Narayan Mishra, Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai), Saanand
Verma (Anokhe Lal
Saxena, Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai), and Rohitashv Gour
(Manmohan Tiwari,

Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai).
The actors talk about the
fun, challenges and appre-

ciation they have received
from the audience and
their female co-actors.

Yogesh Tripathi,
Daroga Happu Singh in
&TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan shares, “While we
always have a fun track in
the show but what makes
the track more entertain-
ing is when one gets to
essay a completely differ-
ent avatar. Male disguising
themselves as female is
commonplace but never
fails to entertain the audi-
ence. I have thoroughly en-
joyed the female roles I
have played to date.
Recently, I had a lot of fun
playing Maid Malta and
Happi Jaan, two women
who sought to seduce
every man in Kanpur. As
performers, we must go
through multiple look
trails to get the clothing
and makeup right for such
female characters.

Male actors who aced female roles on TV

Mrunal Thakur researches extensively
for upcoming cop role in ‘Gumraah’
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Dambulla, Jun 25 (PTI):

Skipper Harmanpreet
Kaur contributed with
both bat and ball to steer
the Indian women's crick-
et team to a series sealing
five-wicket win over Sri
Lanka in the second T20
here on Saturday.

Vice captain Smriti
Mandhana's (39 off 34
balls) experience comple-
mented by the exuberance
of both Shefali Verma (17
off 10 balls) and
Sabbhineni Meghana (17
off 10 balls) helped India
chase down the 126-run
target in 19.1 overs.

India stuttered in what
should have been a com-
fortable run chase before
Harmanpreet took India
home with an unbeaten 31
of 32 balls. Sri Lanka
squandered a fine start to
post a below par 125 for
seven. The third and final
T20 will be played here on
Monday.

It was a day to remem-
ber for Mandhana who be-
came the second fastest
Indian woman to reach
2,000 runs T20 runs.

Mandhana reached the
feat in her 84th innings,
becoming the third Indian
woman after the leg-
endary Mithali Raj (70 in-
nings) and current skip-

per Harmanpreet Kaur (88
innings) to cross the mark.

Opting to bat first and
with the series on line, it
was the duo of captain
Chamari Athapaththu (43
off 41 balls) and Vishmi
Gunaratne (45 off 50 balls)
provided an ideal start for
the Lankans by taking the
Indian bowlers to the

cleaners.
The duo also put up Sri

Lanka's best opening
stand (87) in T20s to leave
the Indians frantically
rummaging for break-
throughs.

However, as both
Athapaththu and
Gunaratne departed, it
was a sorry state of affairs

for Sri Lanka as they lost a
slew of wickets, only man-
aging an underwhelming
total.

Deepti Sharma (2/34 in 4
overs) was certainly the
best bowler on view while
the likes of Radha Yadav
and Pooja Vastrakar also
helped India claw back
with the ball.

Harmanpreet leads India to
series sealing win over Sri Lanka

Bengaluru, Jun 25 (PTI):

Rajat Patidar stamped
his class with an authori-
tative century to put
Madhya Pradesh on the
cusp of their historic
Ranji Trophy triumph
against 41-time champi-
ons Mumbai on a rain-hit
fourth day of the summit
clash here on Saturday.

Havens opened up min-
utes before the tea break,
and Madhya Pradesh fin-
ished their first innings at
536 soon after resumption
with a game-changing
lead of 162 runs, courtesy
Patidar's superb 122, that
had as many as 20 bound-
aries.

Four hundreds have
been scored by batters
from either side but none
oozed more class and
competence than
Patidar's, who was in a
league of his own when it
came to regal drives on
both sides of the wicket.

At stumps, Mumbai
erased some of the deficit,
reaching 113 for 2 with
Prithvi Shaw (44 off 51
balls) and Hardik Tamore

(25 off 32 balls), promoted
up the order, showing
some positive intent but
throwing away their
wickets in desperation for
quick runs.

Shaw was dismissed
with a classic plan of
bowling wide outside the
off-stump and he finally
chased one from Gourav
Yadav straight into
cover's hands.

With 95 overs left on the
final day, there is very lit-
tle chance of Mumbai
winning this match un-
less they score around
320-plus runs in 50 overs
(including Saturday's
overs) and set a target of
150-odd for MP with at
least 45 to 50 overs to get
the 10 wickets.

The wicket isn't show-
ing any signs of crum-
bling and hence a chance
of an MP collapse in the
fourth innings doesn't
look imminent at the mo-
ment. Especially, knowing
that they have a first in-
nings lead, MP will like to
down the shutters from
hereon as ends will prove
the means.

Patidar hits ton
as MP lay one

hand on coveted
Ranji Trophy

Rajat Patidar played a fluent knock to score 
a century in the final.

New Delhi, Jun 25 (PTI):

A strong field awaits
Olympic javelin throw
champion Neeraj Chopra
in the prestigious
Diamond League Meet in
Stockholm on June 30,
which will be his biggest
event ahead of the World
Championships in
Eugene, USA, next month.

The 24-year-old Chopra
will come into the Swedish
capital with confidence
after clinching his first
win of the season at the
Kuortane Games in
Finland on June 18, beat-
ing reigning world cham-
pion Anderson Peters of

Grenada for the second
time this month.

The Indian superstar
had won a silver in his
first competition of the
season at the Paavo Nurmi
Games in Turku, Finland
on June 14 with a national
record throw of 89.30m.

Chopra had a nasty fall
during his third attempt at
the Kuortane Games but
luckily he did not sustain
any injury. The conditions
were treacherous there for
javelin throw as the run-
up was slippery due to
rains. His first round
throw of 86.64m was, how-
ever, enough to hand him a
gold.

Peters' name is in the
list of participants in
Stockholm but he did not
complete all his throws in
an event at Orimattila in
Finland on Wednesday,
recording a best throw of
71.94m.

The athlete from
Grenada has seen a dip in
form after winning the
Doha Diamond League
Meet with a season-lead-
ing throw of 93.07m. After
that, he had thrown 86.60m
at Paavo Nurmi Games for
a third place and 84.75m in
Kuortane Games for an-
other third position.

Olympic silver medallist
Jakub Vadlejch of Czech
Republic and compatriot
Tokyo Games bronze win-
ner Vitezslav Vesely will
also be in action. This will
be the first time all the
Tokyo Olympics medal
winners will be in action
together this season.

Vadlejch, who was sixth
at Paavo Nurmi Games
with a best throw of
83.91m, returns after skip-
ping the Kuortane Games.
The same is the case for
Germany's Julian Weber,
who returns after finish-
ing fifth at Paavo Nurmi
Games with 84.02m.

Strong field awaits Neeraj Chopra in his
first Diamond League Meet of season

Kvitova  wins Eastbourne title

Czech Republic's Petra Kvitova celebrates with the trophy after winning against
Latvia's Jelena Ostapenko at the end of their women's singles final tennis match
at the Eastbourne International tennis tournament in Eastbourne, southern
England, on June 25.

Gros Islet , Jun 25 (AP):

Bangladesh showed
progress in making 234
against the West Indies
after being forced to bat
first in the second test at
Daren Sammy Stadium.

Bangladesh opened
with 103 in the first test in
Antigua and lost last
weekend with almost two
days to spare.

The West Indies' class
was still on show on
Friday when it reached
stumps at 67 without loss.
Openers John Campbell
and captain Kraigg
Brathwaite were unruffled
in making 32 and 30 re-
spectively.

But paceman Kemar
Roach, who opened the
bowling after taking seven
wickets in the first test,
didn't take a wicket on
Friday in 15 overs of work.

Anderson Phillip, given
his test debut after
Gudakesh Motie was tried
in Antigua, earned the
first wicket with his sec-
ond delivery when he
bowled Mahmudul Hasan
Joy for 10. Tamim Iqbal
looked like he had his eye
in while hitting nine
boundaries for 46, but he
was rooted to the crease
while poking at Alzarri
Joseph and was caught in
the covers. Those were the

only wickets by lunch.
Anamul Haque, who

last played a test eight
years ago on the same
ground, was developing a
good rapport with Najmul
Hossain Shanto until they
were rapped on the front
pads by Phillip and Kyle
Mayers respectively, and
lost reviews. Haque made
23 and Shanto 26.

Captain Shakib Al
Hasan edged Jayden
Seales onto his stumps on
8, and Nurul Hasan was
caught behind on 7 after
Alzarri Joseph glanced his
glove.

Bangladesh was 159-6 at
tea with Liton Das settled
in, but as soon as he
reached his 14th test fifty,
he was dismissed by
Joseph on 53.

The team passed 200
thanks to tailenders
Shoriful Islam, who hit
five boundaries off Roach
for 26, and Ebadot
Hossain, who was 21 not
out.

Seales and Joseph
claimed three wickets
each and Phillip and
Mayers two each.

Campbell and
Brathwaite showed there
was no tricks in the pitch
when they scored at more
than four an over in 16
overs to reduce the deficit
to 167 runs.

India U-17 women’s
team suffers 1-3 loss

against Chile

Aquileia (Italy), Jun 25 (PTI):

The Indian U-17 women's team

suffered a 1-3 loss against Chile in

its second match in the four-nation

tournament despite an improved

performance here.

The women's side came into this

match after haplessly going down

to the Italian side 0-7 in the open-

ing fixture. Despite a slow start by

both the teams in the initial

stages, it was India that got a

chance to snatch an early lead

through defender Naketa, whose

long-ranger free-kick failed to put

the Chileans in a spot of bother. In

the 11th minute, Chile found a

breakthrough in the 11th minute

through Katerine Ramos, who

inflicted a blow to the Indians.

While the Indians tried to bounce

back quickly and were in search of

an equaliser, Chile doubled their

lead in the 19th minute, through a

clinical header from Maitte. With

the first half ending 2-0 in favour

of Chile, India came out after the

break and looked desperate to

restore parity. With an uphill task

in hand, the Indians reduced the

deficit and made it 1-2 when a ball

from Neha landed at the feet of

Kajol, and the latter skillfully head-

ed the ball into the back of the

goal in a flash. However, despite a

much-needed goal, the Indian

side's aspirations were soon

dashed when, in the 67th minute,

Chile's Ambar Rolino made it 3-1,

putting a final nail in the coffin. 

Paris, Jun 25 (PTI):

India won its maiden
World Cup gold in com-
pound mixed team archery
event after the duo of
Abhishek Verma and
Jyothi Surekha Vennam
outclassed their experi-
enced French opponents at
the Stage 3 edition here on
Saturday.

Riding on a spectacular
start, the Indians withered
late resistance from the
French pair of Jean Boulch

and 48-year-old Olympic
medallist Sophie Dodemont
to seal the contest 152-149, a
first-ever World Cup gold
for India in the compound
mixed team event .

The gold also opened the
account of Indian archers,
who have assured a second
medal in the women's re-
curve team event where the
trio of Deepika Kumari,
Ankita Bhakat and
Simranjeet Kaur will fight
for the yellow metal on
Sunday.

Making a comeback after
more than seven months,
world no. 3 Jyothi, who was
sidelined in the Asian
Games trial, is also in the
hunt for another medal as
she takes on French veter-
an Sophie in the individual
semifinal later in the day.

A Beijing Olympics
bronze medalist, Sophie
switched to compound dis-
cipline after failing to make
the 2012 London Olympics
squad.

The third-seeded Indians
got off to a flier, drilling in
four 10s that included two
Xs to race to a three-point
lead and put early pressure
on the French pair.

The Indians managed
just one 10 in the second
end as the French duo re-
duced the deficit to one-
point.

The third was a tie, while
in the deciding fourth end,
Abhishek and Jyothi held
their nerves to edge out
their opponents by two
points to annexe the title.

Archery World Cup

Abhishek-Jyothi pair grabs maiden
compound mixed team gold for India

Bangladesh improve in 2nd
test but West Indies still classy

Liton Das of Bangladesh hits 4 during 1st day of the 2nd Test
between Bangladesh and West Indies at Darren Sammy Cricket
Ground, Gros Islet, Saint Lucia.

New Delhi, Jun 25 (PTI):

Elite Indian wrestler
Bajrang Punia on
Saturday said he would
compete in both, the post-
poned Asian Games and
the World Championships
next year, if there is a gap
of at least one month be-
tween the two competi-
tions.

The 2022 Asian Games
were postponed due to ris-
ing COVID-19 cases in
China and the organisers
are yet to announce new
dates for the prestigious
Continental event.

The World
Championship, set to be
held in Russia in
September 2023, will be an
Olympic qualifying event.

"The 2023 is an impor-
tant year. The focus is on
qualifying for the Paris
Games through the World
Championships. We don't
know as yet what is going
to be the gap between
Asian Games and the
Worlds. "But if we have
one or one-and-a-half-
month cushion between
the two, I would compete
in both," Bajrang said dur-
ing a virtual interaction,

facilitated by SAI. The 28-
year-old Bajrang, who won
a bronze medal at the
Tokyo Olympics Games,
finds no merit in harping
and fretting over past mis-
takes. Instead he would
learn from them and move
forward with better goals --
an Olympic gold at the
2024 Paris Games.

"I was injured and was
in rehab for about 8
months after Olympics.
Olympics is the most im-
portant event for any ath-
lete. That was a setback
but still I won a bronze. 65
is toughest category in
world.

Will compete in both Asian Games
and World Championships if

enough gap between two: Bajrang

Sadhus upbeat
over Amarnath

Yatra

Jammu, Jun 25 (PTI):
Scheduled to start next
week after a break of two
years due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the annual
Amarnath Yatra is ex-
pected to witness large
participation of devotees
including sadhus and sad-
hvis who have started ar-
riving here from different
parts of the country.

Hundreds of the holy
men and women are
camping at the base camp
Ram Mandir in the old
city's Purani Mandi area
and are upbeat over the
resumption of the pil-
grimage to finally have
darshan' of Barfani
Baba', pointing to the nat-
urally formed ice-shiv-
lingam at the 3,880-metre
holy cave of Amarnath in
south Kashmir
Himalayas.

Union Minister of State for External Affairs and Culture Meenakashi Lekhi visits the exhibition on the occasion
of ‘Martyrdom Day of Baba Banda Singh Bahadur’ observed by National Monuments Authority, in New Delhi.

MARTYRDOM DAY

A van rickshaw puller covers himself with a plastic sheet during rains, in Kolkata, Saturday.

RAINS LASH KOLKATA

‘Emergency was imposed 
by a family greedy of power’

Lucknow, Jun 25 (PTI): 

Uttar Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister Brajesh
Pathak on Saturday hit
out at the Congress on the
47th year of emergency in
India, saying that the spe-
cial measure was imposed
in the country by a family
greedy of power in a cow-
ardly attack on democracy.

Pathak said this at a
seminar, titled Dark Phase
of Democracy: Black Day',
held at BJP headquarters
to remember the almost
two-year-long period dur-
ing which the fundamen-
tal rights of the citizens
were dispensed away with
by the Congress-led cen-
tral government.

The seminar was attend-
ed by several senior BJP
leaders including Pathak.

Emergency was an-
nounced in the country on
June 25, 1975 when Indira
Gandhi was the Prime
Minister, and was lifted on
March 21, 1977. "In the
greed of power, a family

imposed emergency in the
country. The emergency
imposed by Congress 47
years ago was the biggest
cowardly attack on the
country's democracy,"
Pathak said at the semi-

nar. He went on to say that
during the period the citi-
zens were treated worse
than they were during the
British rule, and those
who opposed it were se-
verely tortured.

Lakhs of people were
imprisoned for no reason,
censorship was also im-
posed on the courts, and
the press, he also said.

"Despite this, lakhs of
people not only opposed
this immoral decision, but
also taught a lesson to the
dictatorial government,
even as they ere subjected
to torture," he said.

'Loktantra ke senani'
(defenders of democracy)
who fought against the
Emergency have a big con-
tribution in the restora-
tion of democratic val-
ues," Pathak said.

‘Cong to fight 2023 K’taka polls
under collective leadership’

Bengaluru, Jun 25 (PTI): 

Senior Karnataka
Congress leader G
Parameshwara on
Saturday said the party
will face the state assembly
polls scheduled for next
year under a collective
leadership. Ruling out spec-
ulation that he was sulking
over being sidelined in the
party and planning to join
the BJP, the former deputy
chief minister in reply to a
question on his chief min-
isterial aspirations, main-
tained that the party high
command will decide in
this regard, when Congress
comes to power in the state.

"Our (state) president D

K Shivakumar has said it
will be collective leader-
ship...we will go (for polls)
under collective leader-
ship," Parameshwara told
reporters in response to a
question whether Congress
will face the 2023 assembly
polls under Siddaramaiah
(Congress Legislature
Party leader) or
Shivakumar's leadership.
To a question whether he
was upset over not being
given an appropriate posi-
tion in the party,
Parameshwara said, "No,
I'm not upset. I have worked
as the party president suc-
cessively for eight years
and also as Deputy Chief
Minister in the (coalition)

government, I'm not unhap-
py or upset." Asked about
talks in the political circles
that he may join the BJP,
the former KPCC chief
merely said, "I don't know
about it." The message of

collective leadership from a
senior party leader comes
amidst ongoing political
one-upmanship between
Shivakumar and
Siddaramaiah, both nurs-
ing Chief Ministerial ambi-
tions on Congress coming
to power. Asked about him
raising in the past the issue
of Karnataka not having a
Dalit CM, Parameshwara,
who hails from the commu-
nity, said, according to the
situation several people ex-
press their opinion, and as
of now the only intention
is to bring the party to
power. "The party has to
come to power first, right?
We are making efforts for
it," he added.

Patna, Jun 25 (PTI): 

The Bihar government's
proposal to demolish the
historic Sultan Palace in
the heart of the city has
shocked historians, conser-
vationists and ordinary cit-
izens who have vehemently
opposed the decision and
appealed for preserving
and restoring the "architec-
tural icon" instead of raz-
ing it.

The Nitish Kumar gov-
ernment recently an-
nounced that the state cabi-
net had given its nod to
build three five-star hotels
in Patna, including one at
the site of the 100-year-old
Sultan Palace on Beer
Chand Patel Road. As the

decision was made public,
protests erupted on social
media, with many citizens
calling it "absolutely shock-
ing" and "a hare-brained de-
cision" even as some of
them cited the Bihar gov-
ernment's earlier decision,
taken a few years ago, to
convert the palace into a
"heritage hotel" and asked

why has it discarded the
widely-reported old plan.
Ordinary citizens, scholars
and activists from different
parts of the country have
appealed to the govern-
ment to not demolish the
Sultan Palace, one of the
last surviving palaces in
Patna, and instead convert
it into a heritage five-star

hotel, which would only en-
hance its value and attract
more tourists. The palace,
located on the historic
Gardiner Road (now Beer
Chand Patel Road), was
built in 1922 by the leg-
endary barrister of Patna,
Sir Sultan Ahmad, who also
briefly served as a judge in
the Patna High Court and
as the first Indian vice-
chancellor of the Patna
University from 1923-30. He
later became a member of
the Viceroy's Executive
Council for law and infor-
mation and broadcasting,
and was part of the delega-
tion of India for the historic
Round Table Conferences
in 1930s in London, along
with Mahatma Gandhi.

Rare plant species found in
western Himalayan region

Dehradun, Jun 25 (PTI): 

A very rare carnivorous
plant species called
Utricularia Furcellata has
been found in the western
Himalayan region for the
first time, a senior official
said on Saturday. The detec-
tion of the rare species was
made by a research team of
the Uttarakhand Forest
Department in the pictur-
esque Mandal valley locat-
ed in Chamoli district,
Chief Conservator of
Forest (Research) Sanjiv
Chaturvedi said.

"It is the first sighting of
the plant not only in
Uttarakhand but in the en-
tire western Himalayan re-
gion," he said. The discov-

ery by the Uttarakhand for-
est department team con-
sisting of Range Officer
Harish Negi and Junior
Research Fellow Manoj
Singh has been published
in the prestigious 'Journal
of Japanese Botany', a 106-
year-old journal on plant
taxonomy and botany
which is considered to be
one of the finest in the field,
Caturvedi said. It is a proud
moment for the
Uttarakhand forest depart-
ment as it is the first discov-
ery by it which has been
published in the prestigious
journal, he said. The dis-
covery was part of a project
study of insectivorous
plants in Uttarakhand. This
carnivorous plant belongs
to a genus which is com-
monly known as bladder-
worts, Chaturvedi said.

Congress accuses BJP of 
receiving multi-crore donations

New Delhi, Jun 25 (PTI): 

The Congress on
Saturday accused the BJP
of having accepted dona-
tions of crores of rupees
from the promoters and as-
sociated companies of the
fraud-hit DHFL and asked
whether there was any
quid pro quo.

Congress spokesperson
Supriya Shrinate said at a
press conference that
India's largest banking
fraud happened right
under the nose of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and asked what the govern-
ment was doing to recover
money from fraudsters, in-
cluding Vijay Mallya, Nirav

Modi and Mehul Choksi
who left the country. She
said DHFL defrauded 17
banks to the tune of over
Rs 34,615 crore but the wor-
rying thing is the direct
link of this fraud with the
Bharatiya Janata Party.

"DHFL has been accused
of committing India's
biggest banking fraud, but
that hasn't stopped the BJP
from receiving donations
amounting to over Rs 27.5
crore from the tainted pro-
moters as well as associat-
ed companies of DHFL,"
she alleged.

There was no immediate
comment from the BJP
over the charges. Shrinate
claimed that Rs 10 crore
was given to the BJP from
RKW Developers Limited,
owned by promoters of

DHFL, Rs 10 crore from
Wadhawan Global Capital
Limited and Rs 7.5 crore
from Darshan Developers
controlled by the
Wadhawan family.

"Why did the BJP contin-
ue to take money to the
tune of Rs 27.5 crore from
bank fraudsters, was this
quid pro quo to allow them
to misuse public money
and dupe India's public sec-
tor lenders," the Congress
leader asked.

Shrinate alleged that it is
clear that the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana was
scammed by one company
alone that created 2.6 lakh
fake home loan accounts
and asked whether an audit
of the housing scheme has
been done to search for
more such fraudsters.

Normal life affected as heavy
rain inundates low-lying areas 

Jalpaiguri, Jun 25 (PTI): 

Low-lying areas of three
districts in the northern
part of West Bengal -
Jalpaiguri, Alipurduar,
and Coochbehar -have been
inundated following inces-
sant rainfall over the past
few days, officials said
Saturday. Bhasusubba and
Champadanga in Mal
Block and areas such as
Dhupguri, Moinaguri, and
Sukanta Nagar in
Jalpaiguri district are reel-
ing under a flood-like situa-
tion, they said.

Meanwhile, the Teesta
river's Gajoldoba barrage
has been releasing water
every hour due to heavy
rainfall in Bhutan and
Dooars region. The bar-

rage has released 1802.82
cumec water at 1 pm on
Saturday, the Assistant
Engineer of the Irrigation
Department, in Jalpaiguri,
Tanai Talukdar said. The
Jalpaiguri district admin-
istration and the town's
Municipality have started
distributing relief materi-
als to the affected people of
the low-lying areas.

The Vice-Chairman of
Jalpaiguri Municipality,
Saikat Chatterjee, said re-
lief materials such as rice,
dal, biscuits, drinking
water, and medicines have
been distributed among
people of various low-lying
areas in the district, in-
cluding the Jalpaiguri
Sadar area.

In Alipuarduar town,

water from rivers Kaljani
and Sankosh entered the
homes of people after the
water level in the rivers in-
creased following which
they headed towards safer
places. Two stretches in the
Falakata state highway
and Falakata-Dhupguri
highway were washed
away and repair work has
been completed.

Alipuarduar district re-
ceived 2,366 mm of rainfall,
and Cooch Behar received
2,233 mm of rainfall from 8
pm on Friday till 8 am on
Saturday, officials said.
Rice, dal, water, and medi-
cines have been distributed
to the affected people in
various areas. In addition,
dry food was also distrib-
uted in some places.

Say terror threat
non-issue' for them

p From scam-hit DHFL
p For first time
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Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh Pathak 
felicitates Loktantra ke Senani during a program to mark
the anniversary of the Emergency in India, at BJP office 
in Lucknow, Saturday.

Of 3 north Bengal districts

Mehbooba urges Kashmiri
youth to shun militancy

Srinagar, Jun 25 (PTI): 

PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti on Saturday ap-
pealed to the youth of
Kashmir to shun militan-
cy and save their lives,
claiming security forces
were getting incentives for
killing them.

Mehbooba said Jammu
and Kashmir was going
through a tumultuous
phase and in the times to
come, it will need its
youth. "I hear every day
that three or four youths
have been killed, which
means the local recruit-
ment here has increased,"
she told reporters here.

"It is my request to the
parents and the children
to save their lives because
killing you is an incentive
for them (security forces).
They get money and pro-
motions for that, she al-
leged. So, do not pick up

arms. They kill four-five
(militants) every day... I
appeal to you this is not
right and you should leave
it, the PDP president said.

Referring to the
protests by Kashmiri
Pandits over the target
killings of the members of
the community, she said
people, including reli-
gious leaders, should em-
phasise on the fact that
Pandits were a part of the

Kashmiri society and are
its asset.

Kashmiri Pandits are
still protesting. When the
situation was bad during
my tenure (as CM), even
then no Pandit was killed.
We provided them a
salary for 17 months while
they were home. I appeal
to our people, our maulvis
(religious leaders) to an-
nounce that they
(Kashmiri Pandits) are
our assets," she said.

"Whenever something
wrong happens here, the
BJP uses this community
(Kashmiri Pandits) to de-
fame us, she added. About
the unprecedented securi-
ty arrangements for this
year's Amarnath Yatra,
the former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister
said the administration
has created such an at-
mosphere as if some at-
tacker is coming.

Mehbooba Mufti

Historians, scholars oppose govt proposal
to demolish century-old Sultan Palace 


