
LAC visit
LLeehh:: Northern Army com-
mander Lt Gen Upendra
Dwivedi visited forward
areas along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in
the eastern Ladakh sector
and reviewed operational
preparedness of troops,
officials said on
Friday.Officials said Lt
Gen Dwivedi on Thursday
visited forward areas at
Lukung in eastern Ladakh
and also reviewed induc-
tion of new weapons and
equipment.

Niti CEO
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former
Drinking Water and
Sanitation Secretary
Parameswaran Iyer, who
spearheaded the Swachh
Bharat Mission, was on
Friday appointed as the
CEO of Niti Aayog,
according to a govern-
ment order. He will
replace Amitabh Kant,
who will demit office on
June 30. Iyer has been
appointed for two years
or until further orders,
whichever is earlier, the
personnel ministry order
stated.

Twitter withholds 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Twitter has
withheld the account of C J
Werleman, a columnist
who writes on
Islamophobia and issues
such as conflict and terror-
ism, at the request of the
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting. “@cjw-
erleman’s account has
been withheld in India in
response to a legal
demand,” read a message
on the columnist’s Twitter
handle. 

Corruption charges
JJaammmmuu::  Jammu and
Kashmir administration on
Friday sacked nine govern-
ment employees, including
five officers, on corruption
charges. All the employees
have been sacked under
226(2) Article of Jammu
and Kashmir Civil Service
Regulations which allows
the administration to
retire government employ-
ees at any time after com-
pleting 22 years of service
or attaining the age of 48
years, an official said.

Bus collides 
LLaakkhhiimmppuurr  KKhheerrii::  At
least five people died
and around 12 were
injured when a bus col-
lided head-on with a
truck on the national
highway at Unchgaon-
Adlispur crossing under
the Isanagar Police
Station area on Friday
afternoon, police
said.According to the
police, the accident
occurred when the bus
driver while attempting
to overtake a pick-up
van collided with the
truck coming from the
opposite direction.

CC

C E N T R A L
https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

RRaaiippuurr,, Saturday, June 25,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

BRIEF

Villagers carry potable
water in containers as they

wade through a flooded area
at Nilambazar village, in

Karimganj district, Friday.
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New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

The BJP-led NDA’s
nominee Droupadi
Murmu on Friday filed
her nomination papers for
the July 18 presidential
election, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
handing over the set of
papers to Returning
Officer P C Mody.

Murmu was also ac-
companied by union min-
isters Amit Shah, Rajnath
Singh, Nitin Gadkari and
Piyush Goyal, BJP presi-
dent J P Nadda and sever-
al chief ministers includ-
ing Yogi Adityanath,
Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
Manohar Lal Khattar, B S
Bommai, Bhupendra

Patel, Himanta Biswa
Sarma, Pushkar Singh
Dhami, Pramod Sawant
and N Biren Singh.

Besides the NDA leaders,
YSR Congress’ V Vijaysai
Reddy and BJD leader
Sasmit Patra, who are not
part of the alliance, were
also in Parliament to back
her nomination.

AIADMK leader O
Paneerselvam and M
Thambidurai, JD-U’s
Rajiv Ranjan Singh also
reached Parliament early.
Every set of nomination

has to have 50 proposers
and 50 seconders among
elected representatives.

Murmu, if elected, will
be the first tribal presi-
dent and the second
woman in the post. She
will also be the youngest
president ever, second
only to N Sanjeeva Reddy,
who was a few days elder
to her when he became
the President.

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Friday upheld the SIT’s
clean chit to then Gujarat
chief minister Narendra
Modi and 63 others in the
2002 riots and said there is
no tittle of material to
support the allegation
that violence after the
Godhra incident was a
pre-planned event” owing
to the conspiracy hatched
at the highest level in the
state. Bringing the cur-
tains down on the bid to
reopen the probe, the apex
court said the material
collected during the inves-
tigation does not give rise

to strong or grave suspi-
cion regarding hatching
of larger criminal con-
spiracy at the highest
level for causing mass vio-
lence against Muslims.
The top court said the pro-
ceedings in the matter
have been pursued since
2006 “to keep the pot boil-
ing, obviously, for ulterior
design. Suffice it to ob-
serve that there is no tittle
of material, much less
tangible material to sup-
port the plea of the appel-
lant that the Godhra inci-
dent unfolded on
February 27, 2002, and the
events which followed,
were a pre-planned event

owing to the criminal con-
spiracy hatched at the
highest level in the state, a
bench headed by Justice
A M Khanwilkar said in
its 452-page judgement,
which included annexure.
The bench, also compris-
ing Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and C T
Ravikumar, dismissed a
plea by slain Congress
leader Ehsan Jafri’s wife
Zakia Jafri who had al-
leged a larger conspiracy
during the 2002 violence
and had challenged the
Gujarat High Court’s
October 5, 2017 order re-
jecting her petition
against the SIT decision.

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

The NHRC has issued
notices to the health de-
partment of the
Chhattisgarh government
and the Sukma district col-
lector over a report that a
tribal couple, whose baby
boy had died after delivery,
was left stranded without
an ambulance at a health
facility in Kankerlanka.

Issuing the notices, the
panel observed that the
contents of a media re-
port, if true, amount to vi-
olation human rights and
accordingly, asked the offi-
cers to submit a report

within four weeks, the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) said
in a statement on Friday.

The NHRC has issued
notices to the principal
secretary, health and fami-
ly welfare department,
government of
Chhattisgarh and the
Sukma district collector
after taking suo-motu cog-
nisance of a media report
that the tribal couple was
left stranded at a sub-
health centre in
Kankerlanka till past mid-
night, without getting an
ambulance to drop them
back home, it said.

According to the media re-
port published on June 22,
the woman, after the deliv-
ery of her child at the
Kankerlanka health cen-
tre, was referred to the
Sukma district hospital on
June 20. But the child died
on the way when the cou-
ple was being taken to the
hospital in an ambulance,
the statement said.

The ambulance driver
then dropped the couple
back at the sub-health cen-
tre. The couple was told
that another ambulance
will take them back to
their village but no vehicle
was arranged.

Mumbai, Jun 24 (PTI):
Digging in his heels,
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Friday ex-
pressed determination to
fight the political crisis grip-
ping his government and
took on cabinet minister
Eknath Shinde, saying the
rebel leader’s son is a Lok
Sabha MP and should his
son Aaditya Thackeray not
also grow politically as both

sides showed no signs of
backing down to break the
four-day-old impasse.
Thackeray said Shinde was
given the key department of
urban development which
is usually headed by the
chief minister of the day
and publicly blamed the op-
position BJP for the rebel-
lion in the Shiv Sena which
has threatened the stability
of his Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) coalition govern-

ment which also consists of
the NCP and the Congress.
In a virtual address to party
functionaries, the Shiv Sena
president said he was not
worried over the defection
by MLAs as he considers
them “fruits and flowers of
a tree which have been
blighted by disease”. “You
make take the fruits and
flowers of tree. But till the
roots (rank and file) are
strong, I need not worry.

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):
Tapan Kumar Deka, the
“crisis man” who was put
in charge of the counter-
assaults during the 26/11
Mumbai attack, was on
Friday appointed the
Director of the
Intelligence Bureau (IB)
while the tenure of
Samant Goel, who has
been heading the Research
and Analysis Wing
(R&AW), has been extend-
ed by one more year.

Deka, who has been han-
dling the operations wing
of the IB, takes over as the

new chief for a tenure of
two years, according to an
official order issued by the
Personnel Ministry. He is a
1988 batch officer from the
Himachal Pradesh cadre.

He takes over from
Arvinda Kumar, who will
demit his office on June 30
after getting a one-year ex-
tension last year.

The fate of A S Rajan, a
1987 batch IPS officer,
Special Director in IB,
whom Deka has supersed-
ed was not known yet. He
has a service tenure till
February next year.

WWaayyaannaadd  ((KKeerraallaa)),,  JJuunn  2244  ((PPTTII))::
A protest march of the SFI, the
students wing of ruling
CPI(M), against Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi’s office here on
Friday turned violent as a
group of protestors allegedly
entered the Lok Sabha mem-
ber’s office and vandalised it.
Police said the protest march
contained around 100
Students’ Federation of India
(SFI) activists and they barged
into the office. “There were
around 80-100 activists. As of
now, eight of them are under
custody. More police have been
deployed,” police told PTI. The
student organisation protested

alleging that Gandhi failed to
intervene in the issue of creat-
ing buffer zones around forests
in the hilly areas of Kerala.
Television channels aired visu-
als of a group of protestors cre-
ating ruckus inside the MP’s
office. Leader of Opposition V
D Satheesan sharply reacted to
the incident and said the attack
showed lawlessness and
“goondaism”. “Ghastly attack
by SFI goons at Rahul Gandhi’s
MP Office at Wayanad. It is
lawlessness and goondaism.
CPM has turned into an organ-
ised mafia. Strongly
Condemning the attack,” the
Congress leader tweeted.

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Friday sent to gallows a
man for kidnapping, rap-
ing, and killing a seven-
and-half-year-old mentally
and physically challenged
girl in 2013, saying the
crime was of the nature of
extreme depravity which
shocks the conscience and
left no other option but to
confirm the death sen-
tence .

Condemned convict
Manoj Pratap Singh, then
28 years of age, had kid-
napped the physically and
mentally challenged
minor girl in front of her
parents from their fruit
and vegetable vending
cart on January 17, 2013,
brutally raped her at a se-
cluded place before killing

her by smashing the head
in Rajsamand district,
Rajasthan. We may sum
up thus: In the case of the
present nature, the crime
had been of extreme de-
pravity, which shocks the
conscience, particularly
looking to the target (a
seven-and-a-half-year old
mentally and physically
challenged girl) and then,
looking to the manner of
committing murder,
where the hapless victim’s
head was literally
smashed, resulting in
multiple injuries includ-
ing a fracture of frontal
bone..., said a bench of
Justices A M Khanwilkar,
Dinesh Maheshwari and
C T Ravikumar while up-
holding the Rajasthan
High Court’ verdict con-
firming the death penalty.

The bench rejected the
contention that in the
case, hinging on circum-
stantial evidence, the
death penalty should not
be awarded saying that if
the conviction can be sus-
tained on such proof then
the extreme penalty can
also be imposed depend-
ing on the nature of the of-
fence.

In the present case,
where all the elements
surrounding the offence
as also all the elements
surrounding the offender
cut across the balance
sheet of aggravating and
mitigating circumstances,
we are clearly of the view
that there is absolutely no
reason to commute the
sentence of death to any
other sentence of lesser
degree.

Droupadi Murmu files nomination
papers for presidential election

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  NDA presidential nominee Droupadi Murmu on
Friday called up some key opposition leaders, including
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi, NCP’s Sharad Pawar and West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, and sought their sup-
port for her candidature. Sources said she called them up per-
sonally and spoke to them before filing her nomination for the
July 18 presidential election. All the three leaders expressed
their best wishes to her, sources said.

NDA candidate Droupadi
Murmu while filing her
nomination papers for
presidential election, in
New Delhi, Friday.

Guj riots: SC upholds 
SIT clean chit to Modi

Apex Court says no material to support violence pre-planned

Tapan Kumar Deka
made IB chief

Samant Goel gets another year as R&AW chief

NHRC notice to Chh’garh health for 
non-availability of ambulance for tribal couple

Rahul Gandhi’s office in Wayanad
attacked during protest march

8 SFI activists in custody

Thackeray takes on Shinde

‘Your son is MP, should my son
also not grow politically?’

One more Shiv Sena MLA joins rebel Shinde’s camp
Mumbai: The Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena suffered yet another
setback as one more party MLA has joined the camp of rebel legis-
lators headed by minister Eknath Shinde in Assam.A video of MLA
Dilip Lande entering the luxury hotel in Guwahati, where the party
rebels have been camping for the past few days, was shared by
Shinde’s office here on Friday.

Shiv Sena workers 

vandalize board at rebel

MLA’s office
Mumbai: Shiv Sena workers on
Friday vandalized a board outside
the office of party MLA Mangesh
Kudalkar who is part of the group
of rebel legislators led by senior
Maharashtra minister Eknath
Shinde, police said. Kudalkar rep-
resents the Kurla assembly con-
stituency in the city. 

Pawar meets Uddhav 
Mumbai: NCP president Sharad
Pawar on Friday evening met
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray at the latter’s
residence amid the political crisis
caused by Sena leader Eknath
Shinde’s rebellion. State NCP pres-
ident Jayant Patil and Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar accompanied
Pawar as he arrived at
`Matoshree’, Thackeray’s private
residence in Bandra area.

SC awards death to man for kidnapping, raping &
killing physically & mentally challenged minor

Maharashtra Minister Aaditya

Thackeray flashes victory sign as

he comes out of Sena Bhavan

after a meeting, at Dadar, in

Mumbai, Friday.

Bhilai, Jun 24: Mansa
College, Bhilai has been
conducting various time-
tested training camps for
the last several years free
of cost. In this sequel, this
year the Department of
Physical Education in as-
sociation with Elite Karate
Academy a free Karate and
Yoga training camp was in-
augurated on June 06, 2022.
The camp being organised
every day in the college
premises  in the morning
from 06:30 hrs to 07:30 hrs
will conclude after 16 days.
Director of Mansa College
RBS Saxena and Principal
Dr Smita Saxena were spe-
cially present at the open-
ing.

RBS Saxena highlighted
the importance of yoga
and karate, while Dr Smita
Saxena said that Yoga has
become important for the
physical well being today.
It has become very impor-
tant for health, similarly

karate from the point of
view of self-defense is of
vital importance. She also
urged the participants to
combine yoga and karate
as well as encouraged
them to choose it as a ca-
reer. The camp has won
good response as a result
of this, on the fourth day
about 29 participants reg-
istered and participated in
the camp.

Karate instructor Nand
Kishore is providing
coaching in using best
technique. He said that in
the present time, whether
it is a boy or a girl, Karate
provides a new direction

in protection through self-
defense.

The training in basics of
yoga is being provided by
yoga instructor
Tikeshwar Sahu. BP Ed
students Kumar Sanu,
Satyavati, Diksha,
Geetanjali, Jharna,
Bhumika, Rakhi,
Mitheleshwari, Shantanu
Lal provide full coopera-
tion in the camp. It has
been seen and people of all
sections are actively par-
ticipating in the training.
The faculty and students
of the college are also par-
ticipating in this yoga
camp.
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Bhilai, Jun 24: The NSS
Unit of Chhattisgarh
Agriculture College cele-
brated International Yoga
Day with great enthusi-
asm. NSS volunteers and
students of BSc (Agri)

Final Year participated in
the mass yoga pro-
gramme. They practiced
various Yoga Aasanas and
Pranayams as per the pro-
tocol. NSS Programme
Officer Vivek Pandey and
Principal S Roy were pres-
ent in the programme.

Mayank, Premlata,
Renuka, Seema,
Indeshwari, Anamika,
Harsh, Yodeep, Abhishek,
Muntazir, Arman, Aniket,
Jitendra, Jaiprakash,
Jaiprakash and other stu-
dents participated in the
programme.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 24: A motor-
bike expedition from
Bhilai to Leh-Ladakh with
four bikers including
three serving employees
and one retired employee
of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
was flagged off on Friday,
June 24, 2022 by Director
I/c Bhilai Steel Plant,
Anirban Dasgupta. The
bikers would be spreading
the message of environ-
ment protection and con-
servation among rural
population, on their way
to Leh-Ladakh and back.

Devendra Kumar Singh,
Master Operator cum
Technician in the Plant's
Universal Rail Mill,
Rajesh Sharma, Operator
in Water Management

Dept, Tekaram Sahu,
Senior Technician in
Machine Shop 3 and
Navin Kumar Singh, who
retired as Master
Technician in Steel
Melting Shop 1 will cover
a distance of 6663 kilome-
ter from Bhilai to Leh-
Ladakh and back over a
period of one month,
starting June 24 and end-
ing July 24, 22.

Sporting T-shirts with

a logo specially designed
for the expedition, the
bikers are carrying with
them posters with mes-
sages of water conserva-
tion, tree plantation, haz-
ards posed to environ-
ment by single-use plastic
bags which they would be
putting up in their stop-
over areas. They are also
carrying with them large
number of seeds of dif-
ferent trees which they

would be scattering in
barren areas along the
way. They are also carry-
ing cloth bags which they
plan to give away at
dhabas on their way.

Interestingly, besides
the retired employee,
Navin Kumar Singh, all
the three serving employ-
ees in the 4-member
group are aged above 50.
Flagging off the expedi-
tion, Director I/c Bhilai

Steel Plant, Anirban
Dasgupta wished them a
safe journey.

Present on the occasion
were Dr SK Issar, ED
(M&HS), KK Singh, ED I/c
P&A, AK Bhatta, ED (MM),
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works),
Tapan Sutradhar, ED
Mines), S Mukhopadhyay,
ED (Projects), other senior
officers including CGM
( E n v i r o n m e n t
Management Dept), DL
Moitra and other members
of Environment
Management Dept, Sports,
Recreation & Civic
Amenities Dept, Personnel
& Admin Dept, Public
Relations Dept and large
number of employees and
well-wishers. Family mem-
bers of the bikers were also
present on the occasion.

Karate & Yoga training camp
organised at Mansa College

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 24: Durg
District Administration
has worked appreciably
for speedy disposal of the
revenue related matters.
The administration man-
aged to considerably re-
duce the pendency of de-
marcation applications by
disposing of more than
90% cases within the time
frame.

It needs to be mentioned
here that while reviewing
of revenue cases, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had directed the officers to
settle the demarcation
cases within the time
limit and conduct the pro-
ceedings speedily by pro-

viding appointments for
site visits, etc on the earli-
est possible date.

In compliance with the
CM's order, the Durg
District Administration
conducted the proceed-
ings on war footing and
more than 90 percent
cases were settled within
the time frame.

From the month of
January till June this
year, 3116 cases / applica-
tions were received for de-
marcation. Of these, 2811
cases were disposed of
within the time limit.
Only 93 cases are pending
beyond the deadline.

Giving information in
this regard, Additional
Collector Padmini Bhoi
said that on the instruc-
tions of Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, a list of demarca-
tion cases was collected
from all the courts. Time

limit was fixed for speedy
disposal of these cases.
Further, the proceedings
were continuously moni-
tored. Apart from this, the
nodal officers also visited
the revenue courts regu-
larly to check the progress
of the demarcation relat-
ed works.

These initiatives yield-
ed good results and the de-
marcation cases were set-
tled swiftly. She further in-

formed that during a re-
view meeting of the rev-
enue officers, Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure had instructed to
ensure maximum disposal
of demarcation cases by
June 15.

Thereafter, review meet-
ings of revenue officers
were held every week.
Nodal officers were ap-
pointed for monitoring of
every Revenue Court. The

demarcation related cases
were reviewed in all the
courts. Serious attention
was given to the courts
where expected progress
was not seen and instruc-
tions were given to dis-
pose of the cases expedi-
tiously. These efforts made
a good impact and most of
the demarcation related
matters were disposed of
within the time frame.

In Durg block, 1739 ap-
plications were received
out of which 1578 applica-
tions have been disposed
of. In Dhamdha block, 580
applications were received
out of which 543 were dis-
posed of. In Patan block,
797 applications were re-
ceived out of which 690 ap-
plications were disposed
of. The percentage of dis-
posal of applications was
90.74 in Durg, 93.62 in
Dhamdha and 86.57 in
Patan.

Webinar on International
Olympic Day organized in
St. Thomas College, Bhilai

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2244:: Sports
Department of St Thomas
College and IQAC jointly or-
ganized Webinar on the topic
"Role of India in Olympic
Games" on occasion of
International Olympic Day on
June 23, 2022. The chief Guest
and Keynote Speaker of this
webinar was Dr Naresh Diwan,
Senior Sports Officer from
Hemchand Yadav
Vishwavidyalaya, Durg. In his
talk he discussed the Origin
and History of Olympic Games
and said that sports are having
very important place in our
daily life. A healthy mind stays
in a healthy body so we should
also give time for sports in our
daily routine life according to
our personal capacity and age
so that we can be fit in both
mental and physical manner.
Along with this he addressed

all the youngsters and said
that if you are a brilliant player
then you can select your best
career in the sports field also.
Sports Officer of College
Kailash Narayan Verma
thanked Naresh Diwan and
told that definitely this webi-
nar will be helpful for the stu-
dents. Principal of College Dr
MG Roymon and Administrator
Rev Fr Dr Joshi Varghese con-
gratulated to the organizing
committee for successful we-
binar. In this webinar a total of
86 participants registered and
participated including Dr
Debjani Mukherjee IQAC
Coordinator, HOD'S from all
other departments, faculty
members and students. Maju
Joy,Assistant Professor
Department of Education pro-
vided technical assistance for
the webinar. 

NDRF conducts flood rescue drill with hi-tech gear 
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Bhilai, Jun 24: The entire
nation witnessed and ap-
preciated the NDRF team
which rescued Rahul from
the borewell in Jangjir in a
skilled and professional
manner. The members of
this team and the jawans of
Home Guards conducted a
flood rescue mock drill in
River Shivnath on Friday.

During the drill, the res-
cue team got information
about a man trapped in
the flooding river. The
team responded immedi-
ately and reached the spot

with its hi-tech equip-
ment. A squad entered
into the river with a boat
while the second squad
stayed on the banks for
making preparations for
life saving drugs, etc.

The jawans wearing life
jackets entered into the
water in the middle of the
river and rescued the
trapped man. He was
brought to the banks of
the river and given basic
first aid for revival. The
entire rescue operation
was conducted in a hi-tech
manner. The team of
NDRF and SDRF along

with the Home Guards
took part in this rescue op-
eration mock drill.

Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure was also present
during this mock drill.
Rescue team officials in-
formed that hi-tech equip-
ment and gear were used
to complete the operation.
Electronic cutters were
used in flood disasters.

They also displayed the
use of emergency light
system. Since the man
trapped in the water has
swallowed a lot of water,
the team applied a special

technique for rescue.
Appreciating the team,
Collector Dr Bhure said
that the jawans displayed
superb skills within half
an hour.

Certainly the work done
by the team in rescuing
Rahul from the bore well
in Janjgir was fantastic.
The Chief Minister had
also praised the team for
this operation. The entire
team deserves apprecia-
tion for staying available to
respond swiftly and strate-
gically during crisis.

The mock drill took
place on the banks of river

Shivnath. Durg district is
less vulnerable to floods
but one should always be
prepared for any such situ-
ation. Collector asked the
team to stay alert always
as apart from Durg, they
could be needed in the
nearby districts.

A large number of peo-
ple had gathered to witness
the method of evacuation
of the victims in case of
flood disaster. They over-
saw the practical strategies
applied during such disas-
ters. It needs to be men-
tioned here that all prepa-
rations have been made to

deal with the flood disaster
in the district.

A control room has start-
ed working to monitor the
situation round the clock.
In case of an emergency
like flood, safe shelter has
also been identified for the
people living in low-lying
areas and preparations
have been completed in the
direction of providing food
items, medicines etc.
Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka, Joint
Collector Yogita Devangan,
Praveen Verma and Sub-
Divisional Officer Mukesh
Rawate were also present.

90 percent cases of demarcation 
disposed of within time frame 

p Only 93 cases 
pending beyond 
the time limit 

Motorbike Expedition from Bhilai to Leh-Ladakh flagged off Chhattisgarh Agriculture 
College celebrates Yoga Day
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Bhilai, Jun 24: MLA
Devendra Yadav took a
class of BMC officers and
reprimanded them for
negligence in civic ameni-
ties. He instructed the
Zone Commissioner to get
the work completed imme-
diately. He further in-
structed to issue a notice
to the concerned Sub
Engineer.

It needs to be mentioned
here that Devendra has
reached Ward 38 Sonia
Gandhi Nagar in
Khursipar to conduct
bhoomipujan for con-
struction of Jyoti Kalash
room at a cost of Rs 5
lakhs. Hundreds of ward
residents attended the pro-
gramme. Later, MLA
Devendra Yadav interact-
ed with the locals and in-

quired about the problems
of the ward. The people
appraised him about
water woes. Meanwhile,
an elderly woman com-
plained about the tap con-
nection. The old lady stat-
ed that she had applied for
a tap connection several
months ago but the tap
has not been installed yet.
On coming to know about

the sheer negligence,
MLA Devendra Yadav got
angry and reprimanded
the sub-engineer for delay
in providing tap connec-
tion. He instructed the
Zone Commissioner to
serve a notice to the Sub
Engineer. He added that if
the work is not done with-
in the time frame, serve
the second notice and

issue suspension order to
the concerned sub engi-
neer.

Later, Devendra visited
different localities in the
area and got appraised
with the problems of the
people. He expressed ire
on the Zone
Commissioner and asked
him to avoid leniency and
take strict action against

the negligent officers.
During the ward tour, a

person approached MLA
Devendra Yadav with his
Divyang child. When
Devendra asked, Divyang
demanded a wheelchair.
MLA Devendra immedi-
ately bought a wheelchair
and gifted it to the divyang
child. As the official ap-
proval proceedings con-
sume a lot of time, he im-
mediately purchased a
wheelchair from a med-
ical store and provided it
to the Divyang child.

During the visit, anoth-
er old woman complained
that the drains were not
being cleaned and the
sewer water entered her
home. Devendra inspected
the spot and used strict
words to instruct the offi-
cials for cleaning the
drains immediately.

Devendra grills BMC officers over delay in providing tap connectionStill the world is ‘HEAVEN’ 
but needs re-fabrication 

H uman Limits,
Liberties, rights and

responsibilities needs to be
re-defined Globally as the
rootcause of all the Global
miseries and problems
across the world is only due
to the 'MISUSE' and 'MISIN-
TERPRETATIONS'  of
these terms continuously
by majority of the coun-
tries, Law-making Bodies,
and to some extent by the
so called policy makers of
Number of countries.

We all firmly believe on
the universal Truth that-
change is the law of Nature
then why not such impor-
tant aspects to be relooked,
redefined and re-structured
at short intervals in a span
of five to ten years so as to
match with mindset of the

people, needs of the people
and above all our prime ob-
jective to establish Global
peace by raising the bar of
'GLOBAL PEACE INDEX'.

In order to implement
the above chain of consoli-
dated and Integrated posi-
tive thoughts each and
every country must re-
frame the contents from
very grassroot level say
from kindergarten school
to high profile portfolios

upto the Top political lead-
ership of the countries to
be planned in such a way as
we plan for Rocket-
Launching from
Launching pads to the or-
bits where ultimately pay-
loads to be landed success-
fully. In this way the fabric
of the Human societies to
be knitted and given shape
for the Global peace and
sustainable quality of
Human life across the
world.

TThhee  AAuutthhoorr  iiss  FFuullbbrriigghhtt
SScchhoollaarr//pprreesseennttllyy  PPrriinncciippaall,,

TTAATTAA  DDAAVV  PPuubblliicc  SScchhooooll,,
SSoonnaaddiihh  

BBAALLOODDAA  BBAAZZAARR  ((CCGG))..  
((TThhee  NNoottiioonnssaanndd  iiddeeaass  iinn  tthhiiss
aarrttiiccllee  eexxpprreesssseedd  aarree  oorriiggiinnaall

tthhoouugghhttss  ooff  tthhee  aauutthhoorr))..

Rajshekhar Rao
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COLOURING OF ‘RATH’

Children are busy in colouring and re-decorating the mobile ‘Rath’ and temple with all
three deities for the Jagannath Rathyatra in coming days.

IMC Digital Award to Ch’garh Assembly

Raipur, Jun 24: The IMC
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries has pre-
sented prestigious IMC
Digital Award, 2021 to e-
question and e-answer ap-
plication conducted in the
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly, at a programme
organised at the national
level in Mumbai.

Assembly Speaker Dr
Charan Das Mahant has
congratulated all mem-
bers of legislative assem-
bly, executive and National
Informatics Centre for this
achievement.

Notices on questions are
sent online by the mem-
bers of legislative assem-
bly through e-question and
e-answer application, de-
veloiped by NIC
Chhattisgarh under coor-
dination and direction of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
and the answers of all the

above questions are also
sent online by the con-
cerned departments for
the purposes of environ-
mental protection and
time saving. The e-ques-
tion and e-answer applica-
tion has been developed in
accordance with the initia-
tive of GO-GREEN.

Considering benefit of
this innovative initiative
and effort made by the
Chhattisgarh Assembly
the IMC Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
has found it deserving for
the award.

Sourabh Dubey
(Scientist-C), Jyoti
Sharma (Scientist-B) and
Vinay Srivas (Senior
Programmer) from NIC
and Sudhir Sharma
(Additional Secretary)
from Chhattisgarh
Assembly received the
award on behalf of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly at the award dis-
tribution programme held
in Mumbai.

Painting exhibition of Shivansh, Ishant today
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 24: A photo
exhibition of Shivansh
Agrawal and Ishant
Agrawal and plant exhibi-
tion by Archana Agrawal
will be on display in the
Art Gallery near Guru
Ghasidas Museum near
Rajbhavan from June 25
to 27. In this exhibition,
the visitors will get to see
more than 100 paintings.
The Plant Exhibition by
Archana Agrawal will
also be on display and it
will start on June 25 at the
hands of grand-mother of
Shivansh viz. Vijyadevi
Agrawal at 11:00 am. Here
the portrait, canvass,
charcoal, pencil work and

water colour paintings of
Shivansh will be the cen-
tre of attraction.

It is notable here that
Shivansh and Ishant have
placed 95 paintings prior
to this exhibition and it
was organised five years
back. From the sales of
painting through this ex-

hibition, both have decid-
ed to donate the funds for
the needy and will also
distribute pen, pencils,
books and copies to needy
children. Duo informed
that their grand-father
Manganlal Agrawal and

Grandmother Vijaydevi,
father Dr Ashish
Agrawal, mother
Archana Agrawal have
assisted them in prepar-
ing these paintings and
hopefully it will be a suc-
cess.

Administration cracks down on fertiliser black-marketing

Raipur, Jun 24: After ac-
tion on illegal sand min-
ing, Collector Sourabh
Kumar has now taken ac-
tion against black-market-
ing of chemical fertilisers.
Taking serious note of re-
ports published in a sec-
tion of newspapers about
fertiliser black marketing
and sale at higher prices,
the Collector directed all
the SDMs and agriculture
officers on Friday morn-
ing to take strict action
against such activities.

Acting on instruction of
Collector the agricultural
officers raided seven
Krishi Kendras of the dis-
trict and sealed a shop.
Notices have been issued
to the remaining six
Krishi Kendras and seed
storage centers on irregu-

larities. The replies to the
notices have also been
sought within three days.

‘Farming activities have
begun with the onset of
monsoon. In such a situa-
tion farmers may face a lot
of inconvenience due to
shortage of fertilizers and
selling fertilizers at high
prices, farmers may face a
lot of inconvenience.
Taking this in mind the
Collector instructed the of-
ficials to investigate the re-
ports about fertiliser black

marketing and sale at
higher prices’, said
District Deputy Director
Agriculture RK Kashyap.

For the convenience of
the farmers, the Collector
instructed to investigate
all the Krishi Kendras and
seed storage centers in the
district.

Unauthorised sale of
fertiliser and pesticide in
absence of licensee propri-
etor was seen during in-
spection at Kisan Beej
Bhandar (farmers’ seed

storage) in Samoda of
Arang development block,
informed Kashyap.

The storage was sealed
immediately for non-com-
pliance of the norms men-
tioned in the license is-
sued to the shop and no-
tice was issued to the li-
censee proprietor.

The Deputy Director in-
formed that a surprise
check was also conducted
at Sahu Krishi Kendra of
Kagdehi and Brijlal Krishi
Kendra of Arang block.
The Flying squad raided
Gulati Krishi Kendra and
Vishal Krishi Kendra of
Abhanpur block.
Similarly, Rathi Krishi
Kendra Nevra in Tilda
block and Om Krishi
Kendra Dondekala in
Dharsiwan block were
also inspected.

The flying squad on-
served non-compliance of
the norms mentioned in
the license issued in all the
agriculture centers and
negligence in the storage

and sale of seeds, fertiliz-
ers and pesticides.

License renewal, Stock
book, Price list display,
matching of the physical
stock of available fertilis-
ers with POS machine,
matching of sold materi-
als with bill book, source
certificate, validity of pes-
ticides as well as the
method of storage of
seeds and fertilizers were
inspected.

All the shops were is-
sued notices for negli-
gence and irregularities
and replies were sought in
three days. Officers in fly-
ing squad also instructed
the shopkeepers to sell fer-
tilizers and seeds only at
the prescribed price.
Officials also warned that
strict action will be taken
if complaints were re-
ceived from farmers about
sale of seeds, fertilizers or
pesticides at prices higher
than the fixed price dur-
ing the current Kharif
season.

‘Hold events centred on
Mahatma Gandhi in all districts’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 24 (PTI):
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday directed art and
culture organisations to
hold programmes based
on the life of Mahatma
Gandhi in all district head-
quarters of the state.

While chairing a meet-
ing of the Chhattisgarh
Culture Council at his offi-
cial residence here, the
chief minister said events
based on folk art and cul-
ture should not be limited
to the capital Raipur,
rather they should be or-
ganised in all divisional

headquarters to make peo-
ple acquainted with the
rich heritage of the state, a
government statement
said.

Baghel extensively dis-
cussed the future action
plan of the culture council
and sanctioned Rs 4.93
crore for 127 programmes
of literature, art, tribal
and folk-art academies,
Chhattisgarh Film
D e v e l o p m e n t
C o r p o r a t i o n ,

Chhattisgarh Rajbhasha
Ayog and Chhattisgarh
Sindhi Academy, it said.

“Programmes and
workshops centred on the
personality and work of
Mahatma Gandhi should
be held at all divisional
headquarters of the state.
Similarly, events based on
folk art and culture should
not be limited to the capi-
tal only, rather they
should be replicated in all
the divisional headquar-

ters,” the release quoted
Baghel as saying.

Such events should be
decentralised in order to
propagate the rich folk art
and culture of the state
among the masses, he
said. Baghel also directed
officials to draft a proposal
to open a music and dance
college in Raigarh district
on the lines of Indira
Sangeet and Kala
University Khairagarh
(Rajnandgaon district).

Baghel directs 
culture bodies 

Raids on Krishi
Kendras 

One shop sealed,
notice issued to six

Accounts manager
embezzles funds

worth lakh
Working in a private 

5-star hotel

Raipur, Jun 24: The ac-
count manager of a five-
star hotel in Telibandha
area of capital city is ab-
sconding after embezzle-
ment of funds worth
lakh. Telibandha police
has filed a case and taken
the matter under investi-
gation.

Actually the accounts
manager of Sayaji Hotel
in Telibandha Siddharth
Trivedi by taking the
entire amount from
the customer and de-
positing it in the
Hotel’s account had
run away with embez-
zlement of funds
worth Rs 30 lakh.
Telibandha police has
filed a case of cheating,
theft and others under
various section against
him and taken the mat-
ter under investigation.

For its e-question
and e-answer
Application 

Mungeli, Jun 24: In view
of shortage of petrol and
diesel in the district, the
local district administra-
tion took a major action.
The Food department con-
ducted raid at Sai Petrol
Pump in the city and
seized petrol and diesel
worth Rs 28 lakh. Out of
this, 13,690 lts was petrol
and 14,515 lts was diesel.

It is notable here that
the above action was
taken in violation of gov-

ernment rules and for
the irregularities. The
Food department has reg-
istered a case and pro-
duced it in Collector’s
court. This particular ac-
tion has created sensa-
tion among other petrol
pump owners in the re-
gion. The department in-
formed that the petrol
pump doing irregulari-
ties and not ensuring
smooth supply of petrol
or diesel will face action.

Petrol, diesel worth 
Rs 28 lakh seized

For violating government rules

Raipur, Jun 24: The Police
has finally nabbed the ac-
cused involved in theft of
sports bike from a show-
room in Lodhipara area of
city. Actually the accused
was the one working in the
showroom itself and he was
having desire to ride a sports
bike and stole the same.
Pandri Police was investigat-
ing into the matter and
nabbed the accused here on
Friday.

The accused Anubhav
Kashyap used to work in RC
Motor’s located at Lodhipara
Chowk, in Pandri area. He
wanted to ride a costly
sports bike and so he stole
the R-15 bike from the show-
room. It was based upon
complaint by the Showroom
Manager Rajesh Jain that
the police lodged a case and
managed to arrest Anubhav

and seized the bike stolen
from him.

Showroom Manager
Rajesh Jain informed that
Anubhav joined the show-
room just few days back and
in-between he took holiday
saying that he has to study.
By this time he has already
made up plans for stealing a
bike from the showroom. In-
between he somehow ob-
tained the key of the godown
of the showroom located
near Mowa under-bridge. He
went to the godown and stole
the bike and ran away.

On joining the showroom,
the management was having
some information about
Abubhav and with this he
was traced and arrested. The
accused is resident of
Bilaspur and the police ar-
rested him from Bilaspur it-
self. Anubhav informed that
he liked the bike very much
and therefore he had stolen
it. He was planning to leave
the city and before this he
was nabbed.

One nabbed with
costly sports bike

Had stolen it from
showroom’s
godown as he was
fond of riding in it

Farasgaon, Jun 24:
Under the drive of ‘Nashe-
se-Azadi’ in Kondagaon
district, the Farasagaon
police managed to nab an
accused with 1.7 quintal
‘ganja’ worth Rs 5 lakh
from his possession.
Farasagaon police has
filed a case under
Narcotics Act against the
accused and taking rest of
the further action against
him.

Actually few days back,
Inspector Bhapendra Sahu
joint as TI in Farasgaon
Thana on Kodagaon dis-
trict. After assuming of-
fice, he directed the offi-
cers and police personnel
under him to take firm ac-

tion against drug cartel
and smugglers. After this
many action were taken
against the drug peddlers.

It is notable here that
just few days back, the
Farasgaon police seized
cash worth Rs 80 lakh
being illegally transported
and nabbed two accused
involved in this inter-state
gang of illegal money
transactions in cash. In
this particular action, TI
Bhapendra Sahu, Sub-
Inspector Pramod Katlam,
Prahlad Yadav, Kishore
Prajapati, head constable
Salim Tigga, R Krishna
Sahu and other staff of
Farasgaon police played
an important role.

One nabbed with 1.7 quintal
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 5 lakh

Surajpur: In another
smuggling of ‘ganja’ two
sisters with ‘ganja’
worth Rs 2 lakh were

nabbed here on
Friday. The Police
informed that it
was on tip from
an informer that
Jayanagar Police
nabbed two sis-
ters on charges of
selling ‘ganja’.
They seized 10 kg
‘ganja’ worth Rs 2

lakh from their posses-
sion and taking action
under NDPS Act, sent
the two to jail.

Two sisters nabbed
with 10 kg ‘ganja’

Mahasamund, Jun 24:
Mahasamund police has
arrested total of six ac-
cused involved in looting
a watch company’s sales-
man of Rs 9 lakh posing
themselves as policemen.
The master-mind of this
entire incident is the old
driver of the watch trader,
who was ousted from the
job. On this the accused
wanted to take a revenge
and decided to loot him
along with his colleagues.
Police succeeded in nab-
bing the accused within
30 hours of the crime, by
conducting raids in
Raipur and other places.

It is notable here that
the salesman of a watch
trader from Raipur
Laxminarayan Dewangan

and his driver fell victim
of loot in Khallari area of
Mahasamund last on Jun
22. Some unknown
thieves in Bolero stopped
the salesman in the
Maruti car and took the
two to a jungle nearby and
holding them as bondage,
looted the two of cash
worth Rs 9 lakhs and ran
away.

It was on the basis of
the details disclosed by

the salesman and his driv-
er and about the white
Bolero vehicle, that the
police managed to corner
the accused. Khallari TI
informed that after identi-
fication of Bolero vehicle,
they started getting infor-
mation about the accused
in this case one after an-
other. It was on conduct-
ing raids at different
places that they managed
to nab the six accused

along with the master-
mind in this case – Manoj
Karwade, who is resident
of Bhatgaon Raipur and
had worked earlier as
driver with the company.
He was having complete
information about the
trader, movement of the
persons and collection of
cash. He was thrown out
of the job for being care-
less and to which he want-
ed to settle the issue. He
along with other five
friends decided to loot and
succeeded in doing so on
Jun 22.

The Police has recov-
ered cash of Rs 5. 90 lakh
and the Bolero vehicle
used in the crime and
nabbed five accused viz.
Manoj Karwade, Sanjay
Yadav, Abhishekh Kumar,
Suresh Kaushal, Rajesh
Soni and one more ac-
cused and producing
them in the court, sent all
six to jail.

Six nabbed in looting incident 
with watch salesman

Recovered cash of
Rs 5.90 lakh and
Bolero vehicle used
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HUGE RUSH

With cancellation of many trains and delay in arrival of others, the passengers are made to wait for long, creating
huge rush at the platform these days.

VC Dr. Chandel inaugurates seed
selling center cum storage house

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  2244:: The Vice
Chancellor of Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University, Dr.
Girish Chandel, during her stay
at Jagdalpur, visited the
Agricultural College and
Research Center, Horticulture
College and Research Center
and Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Jagdalpur operating under the
University. On this occasion,
Vice Chancellor Dr. Girish
Chandel attended the closing
ceremony of the two-day state
level workshop organised by
the important project of
Chhattisgarh Government
“Chirag” at Shaheed Gunddhur
Agricultural College and
Research Center (SGACRC) as
the chief guest. During the con-
cluding ceremony of the state
level workshop, he guided the
Technical Suggestion Agency
(TSA) team of the Chirag proj-
ect and the state level steering
committee and field officials
for the successful operation of
the Chirag project. After this,
the newly constructed seed
selling center cum storage
house was inaugurated under
the small grain project of Krishi
Vigyan Kendra Jagdalpur locat-
ed in the premises of
Agriculture College. Vice
Chancellor Dr. Girish Chandel

also inspected the smart class
located in the college and
interacted with the students of
the first year and gave neces-
sary instructions to the teach-
ers regarding the academic
activities. 

During the visit, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Chandel
inspected the soil testing lab,
computer lab and labs operat-
ing in all the departments and
library of the college and gave
necessary directions to all the
concerned officers. After this,
Vice Chancellor Dr. Chandel
visited the All India Dairy
Farming Project, Palm
Research Project, Tuber Crop
Research Project and Tikhur
Processing Unit and appreciat-
ed the work carried out there. 

Dr. Chandel planted coconut
saplings of ‘Kera Bastar’

species in the nursery located
in the college campus and
gave guidance for the success-
ful operation of the field plan-
tation. During the visit, he vis-
ited the small grain processing
unit, tissue culture lab and
mushroom production unit
located in the college and gave
directions to strengthen these
units. 

On this occasion, Director
Research Services Dr. Vivek
Tripathi, Dean Agriculture
College, Jagdalpur Dr. RS
Netam, Dean Horticulture
College Jagdalpur Dr. A.K.
Thakur, Senior Scientist of
Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Jagdalpur Dr. S.K. Nag along
with professors, scientists and
employees of the college and
Krishi Vigyan Kendra were
present.

Immense potential for production
of Green Automative Fuel in 

State:  Dr. Dwivedi

Raipur, Jun 24: Dr.
Deepak Dwivedi, Dean,
Rajiv Gandhi Institute of
Petroleum, Technology,
Amethi, inaugurated the
Development of New
Sustainable (Corrosion
Resistant) Biogas Plant
Integrated with
Vermicomposting Unit
suitable for Chhattisgarh
and Stabilizing the Facility
of Green Automotive Fuel
at the headquarters of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board here on Thursday.

Giving his presentation
on Production in
Chhattisgarh integrating
Narva, Ghurva, Garuwa,
Bari scheme, Dr. Dwivedi
said that his project has
immense potential in
Chhattisgarh. At the be-
ginning of the presenta-
tion, introducing the

Member Secretary of the
Board, R.P. Tiwari, Dr.
Deepak Dwivedi said that
both these subjects are
very important for
Chhattisgarh and through
these two projects, not only
will the environment be
better in Chhattisgarh but
it will also increase em-
ployment opportunities.
Tiwari said that disposal of
municipal solid waste is a
big problem in
Chhattisgarh and this type
of project will not only
lead to safe disposal of mu-
nicipal solid waste, but
also produce green auto-
matic fuel (compressed
biogas). All the senior offi-
cers and regional officers
of Chhattisgarh
Environment Protection
Board, Headquarters were
also present in the presen-
tation.

Chamber protested against GST
on unbranded food items

Raipur, Jun 24: State
President of Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries Amar
Parwani, General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttam Golchha,
Executive President
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram
Singhdeo, Ram Mandhan,
Manmohan Agarwal said
that the government is
preparing to impose GST
on unbranded food items.
In this context, the
Chhattisgarh Chamber or-
ganized a meeting on  June
23rd, 2022 at Chamber
Bhawan. Chamber State
President, Amar Parwani
informed that at present
more than 3 thousand food
items industries are oper-
ating in Chhattisgarh

State, which includes Rice
Mill, Dal Mill, Poha Mill,
Besan and Flour Mill in
which more than 3 lakh
workers are employed di-
rectly and indirectly. With
this more than 5 lakh peo-
ple will face a crisis of em-
ployment. Parwani further
informed that the produc-
tion of in Chhattisgarh is
done as per the require-
ment of middle class fami-
ly, but if GST is imposed by
the government on that
production, then it will be-
come expensive and  that
additional burden of infla-
tion will arise on the mid-
dle class family. He said big
multinational companies
will adversely affect the
food industry of
Chhattisgarh and food in-
dustry of Chhattisgarh

will come on the verge of
closure. It was also decided
in the meeting that a letter
in this regard would be
sent to all the MPs of the
state, so that the problems
of the middle class people
would be made aware of
the meeting to be held in
the GST Council. In the
meeting, Chamber State
President, Amar Parwani,
State Working President
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram
Singhdeo, Ram Mandhan,
State General Secretary,
Ajay Bhasin, Executive
General Secretary, Kapil
Doshi, State Vice
President- T. Srinivas
Reddy, Amrutlal Patel
Dilip Israni, Vijay
Gurubakshani, Bharat
Jain and others were 
present.

CABD appreciates Ch’garh govt
for saving life of differently

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, June 24:
Chhattisgarh Minister of
Social and Welfare
Department Anila
Bhendia attended the
meeting organized by the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment. The
Central Advisory Board
for Disability appreciated
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment’s effort to save the
life of a differently-abled
child (Rahul) who was
stuck in a borewell for
more than 105 hours.

Anila Bhendia,
Chhattisgarh’s Minister of

Social and Welfare
Department attended the
meeting organized by the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment at
Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi on Friday.

During the meeting, the
minister drew the atten-
tion of the Board to issues
including developing
District Rehabilitation
Centers at par with
District Hospital and waiv-
ing off loans of differently-
abled affected by Covid-19.
“District Rehabilitation
Center is a very sensitive
and necessary institution

for the all-around develop-
ment of differently-abled. It
needs to be developed in
line with the district hospi-
tal”, the minister said in
her address further adding
that if the central govern-
ment cooperates, the state
government will provide
free land and resources for
this.

Anila Bhendia also
raised the issue of recovery
of loan amounts by pres-
surizing differently-abled
people. She said that the
employment of various dif-
ferently-abled people has
been affected due to Covid-

19 and National
Handicapped Financial
Development Corporation
is pressurizing the state
agencies to recover the
amount. She further re-
quested to waive off their
loans to help them lead a
peaceful life.

Bhendia informed that
more than 100 public build-
ings have been made barri-
er-free in the state capital to
make public places accessi-
ble for the differently-abled
and Naya Raipur has been
developed completely bar-
rier-free for the handi-
capped.

Along with this, she said
that for the implementa-
tion of various schemes of
the central and state gov-
ernments, more and more
workshops should be or-
ganized in coordination
with the state government
so that the differently-abled
people of the state can get
more benefit from it.

p Anila Bhendia
attended the meet-
ing organized by
the Ministry of
Social Justice and
Empowerment

Middle and lower
class business will
be affected due to
GST on unregis-
tered food products
and common man
will get expensive
food items: Amar
Parwani

Sunderlal Chopda
Raipur:
Sunderlal
Chopda,
R / o
S a d a r
B a z a r ,
R a i p u r,
breathed

his last in Kolkata on
Friday. He was 82. The
final rites were per-
formed in Kolkata it-
self. He was relative of
Mahendra, Parasmal,
Surendra, Prakash,
Piyush Lunkad of
Sadar Bazar.

OBITUARY

MP Home Minister
Narottam Mishra

meets Governor Uikey

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2244::  Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey reached Datia
on Thursday during her stay in
Madhya Pradesh. Governor Ms.
Uikey was welcomed by the
Home Minister of Madhya
Pradesh, Mr. Narottam Mishra
with a flower bouquet at Datia
Rest House. On this occasion
Governor discussed various
topics with the Home Minister.
Governor presented a memen-
to to the Home Minister Mr.
Mishra and the Home Minister
Mr. Mishra honored the
Governor by presenting her a
shawl.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2244::  In compliance
with the announcement of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, 76 new Swami
Atmanand English Medium
Schools are being started in
the state by the School
Education Department from
current academic session.
Students will be given admis-
sion in new schools from July 1.
Collectors have been instruct-
ed to ensure the fulfillment of
educational and non-educa-
tional posts as well as other
arrangements in the new
schools.

With the opening of 76 new
schools, the number of Swami
Atmanand Excellent English
Medium Schools in the state
will increase from 171 to 247.

Currently 32 Swami Atmanand
Excellent Hindi Medium
Schools are functioning in the
state. School Education
Minister Dr Premsai Singh
Tekam informed that instruc-
tions have been issued to the
education officers regarding
the starting of all 76 new
schools. He said that as per the
instructions of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, arrangements
for quality education and infra-
structure have been ensured at
Swami Atmanand English
Medium Schools. 

Dr Tekam said that maxi-
mum 12 Swami Atmanand
English Medium Schools were
being started in Raipur. The
new schools in Raipur will be
opened at Mowa, Lalpur,

Shanti Nagar, Gurunanak
Chowk, Mohba Bazar, Sarona,
M a n d i r - H a s o u d ,
Gobranayapara, Saragaon,
Tilaknagar Gudiyari and
Birgaon. Similarly in Bilaspur
the new schols will be opened
at Lal Bahadur Higher
Secondary School, Ambedkar
School, Tilaknagar Blaspur. In
Korba district the new schools
will be pened at Pasan and
Korbi of Podi Uuroda block and
BALCO Korba. In Koriya district
the new schools will be opened
at Nawapara Podi, Pipardand
Baikunthpur and Kelhari. In
Kondagaon district the new
schools will be opened at
Kondagaon, Mardapal and
Kongud. In Kanker district the
new school will be opened at

Sarona. The new schools will
also be opened at Kutcheri
Para Kawardha of Kabirdham
district, Sarsiva, Suhela,
Bhatgaon and Lawan of Baloda
Bazar district, Kodatarai of
Raigarh district, Salhewara
area of Rajnandgaon district,
Gokulpur and Chara (Kurud) of
Dhamtari district, Kutru and
Madded of Bijapur district,
Nayapara Rajhara, Gunderdehi,
Devribangla of Balod district,
Karandola (Bhanpuri),
Dharampura, Bakawand and
Nanpur of Bastar district,
Singhouri, Saja,
Thankhamharia and Devarbija
of Bemetara district and
Ramchandpur, Doura and
Chalgali of Balrampur district.  

Seventy six new Atmanand Schools to start
in current academic session

Raipur, Jun 24: On occa-
sion of birthday of
Chairman Adani Group-
Gautam Adani on Friday, a
massive blood donation
camp was organised not
only in the Group’s institu-
tions in India, but abroad as
well. In this series, special
blood donation camps were
organised in all the projects
of Adani Group in
Chhattisgarh viz. at Raipur
office, Surguja and Raigarh
district and efforts were
made to rule out doubts re-
lated to blood donation.

A two-day blood donation
camp was organised at REL
located in Tilda block of
Raiur district of Adani

Group, under the guidance
of Adani Foundation in the
plant premises. In this two-
day camp on Jun 23-24, the
contractual employees
working in the company
along with all the officers
and employees took part in
blood doantion in large
number. In these two days
camp, a total of 340 unit
blood was donated to Red
Cross Society of India,
Raipur. On this occasion the
entire staff of Raipur office
of Adani Group donated ra-
tion viz. rice, dal, and fruits
to Old Age Home in Mana.

The objective of this
blood donation camp is to
remove all misconceptions
related to it and create
awareness amog people that
by donating blood on regu-
lar basis, they can benefit a
lot on health front. The
camp began on June 23 at
REL in Tilda by lighting of

traditional lamp by Station
Head Rambhav. In his ad-
dress he held blood dona-
tion as the biggest of the all
donations to the mankind
and appealed all the employ-
ees to take part in the cam-
paign extensively. The camp
was conducted by Dr DV
Baghel of Red Cross Society
Raipur along with Deepika
Yadu and other medical
staff. First the registration
of REL staff was donie and
then blood donation camp
was started. Afer this the
contractual employees of
the company viz. Philips
Engineering Services,
Sodexo India, Ion Exchange,
Chekmate and others also
donated blood.

The camp was organised
by Adani Foundation and
by HR department of REL
and special assistance of
Corporate Affairs depart-
ment.

Two-day blood donation
camp organised

On occasion of
b’day of Chairman
Adani Group-
Gautam Adani

By Sanjay Kumar Mishra

It is heartening to note that
Mrs. Draupadi Murmu, a
candidate of NDA for the
post of the President of
India, began her career as a
teacher in Sri Aurobindo
Integral Education School at
Rairangpur, Dist.
Mayurbhanj, Odisha. (Where
I studied for a year). She not
only taught there but taught
herself to be tenacious, all
through her life. Despite los-
ing her husband and two
sons as a personal tragedy,
she persevered to remain
cool, in order to look after her
daughter Itishree. When she
got a direct phone call from
none other than PM Shri

Narendra Modiji a few days
back, all her life of struggle
came back to her in a rush of
memories.

Life had never been easy
those days when she strug-
gled to keep her foothold in a
world of stark realities. It is
said that hardships in life
makes us stronger to face the
challenges. Who knows it bet-
ter than her how depressing
her life was when she lost her

two sons, husband, bother
and mother within a short
span of a few years! But it did
not lower her determination
to continue to live for her
only daughter and the poor
people, she looked after.

Beginning her life as an
honorary teacher set the ball
rolling for her. With humility
came wisdom and she
crossed many hurdles to
climb the ladder of success.
Her humble nature can be
conspicuous if we observe
how she swept the premises
of Lord Shiva’s temple, to
offer her thanks to the Lord
for her chance to be a candi-
date for the Presidential
Election. The media now
compares her to our most

beloved ex-President Dr. APJ
Abdul Kalam. Both were
teachers in their own right.
Draupadi Murmu began her
career as a teacher and Dr.
APJ ended his life as a
teacher. Her possible journey
to be the first citizen of the
country (if elected as the
President) was never an easy
one. In her chequered career,
at first as a beloved teacher at
school, then as a clerk and fi-
nally as a political leader, had
braved through many
storms. It is true that life
teaches many lessons and we
learn everything through
hard ways. It will be our ex-
pectation to see how a
teacher turns to be a
President.

Draupadi Murmu, the NDA candidate for President’s post- A tenacious teacher



Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunnee  2244::  An order for
regularization has been issued
on 17th June 2022 to the employ-
ees of the Ashram Hostel work-
ing since 2003 in the post of
watchman, cook, water-carrier
in the collectorate rate. Also, in
the year 2014, the employees
were deprived of regularization
due to non-receipt of CR from

the office. The benefit of regu-
larization to such employees
has also become possible due
to the efforts of the Union. 

District branch president
Tulsiram Thakur and Divisional
President Rajendra Singh
Patron Nilkanth Sahu issued a
joint press release and ex-
pressed their gratitude for reg-
ularization to Assistant
Commissioner Vivek Dalela

and his staff by the union. 
During this, Rajendra

Pardhania, Anil Yadav, Nilambar
Sethia, Vinod Panigrahi, Deepak
Yadav, Kunju Maurya,

Chukandar Thakur and other
employees of Laghu Vetan
Shashakiya Chaturth Varg
Karamchari Sangh (LVSCVKS)
were present.

Drug-free Bastar campaign organized
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 24: A
drug-free Bastar cam-
paign is being run by
the police station
Kotwali in the district,
under which police sta-
tion in-charge Eman
Sahu and the entire

team, in a program or-
ganized at Panarapara,
Kohkapal, informed
people about the harm-
ful effects of drug addic-
tion.

Necessary tips and in-
formation regarding de-
addiction was also
given to stay away from

intoxication.
Along with this, the

children were moti-
vated to move forward
in education and
sports, during which
sports material was
distributed to the
small children pres-
ent there.

Road left without levelling posing problem

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Jun 24: The dig-
ging done for pipeline ex-
pansion under the 'Nal-Jal
Yojana' has now become a
problem. The condition of
road near Anwari
Goushala Chowk has be-
come worse, as the level-
ling work of the road has
not being done after lay-
ing of pipeline and refill-
ing it. In such condition it
has become difficult to ei-
ther ride or walk smooth-
ly on this road.

It is notable here that ac-
cidents have taken place
many times due to uneven
surface on the road left

without proper com-
paction and levelling. The
road once in which dig-
ging has been done, is
never re-construction or
repaired in proper man-

ner. Be it passer-by or the
school children or those
on two or four-wheeler
they all face some or the
other problem, day-in and
day-out.

The residents of
Anwari informed that en-
suring drinking water
supply is definitely a pri-
ority, but leaving the road
half-repaired and with
pot-holes is another prob-
lem, which needs to be at-
tended seriously.

The residents informed
that this is one of the
main lane in the city and
from here majority goes
to heart of city to 'bazaz
chowk'. But with a big
hole left in front, the
denizens on foot and vehi-
cles are facing lots of
problems in commuting
to & fro. The Sarpanch of
Gram Panchayat Anwari
has been given informa-
tion verbally and so far
no action has been taken
by him.

Tap-water connection in 105
houses comes as big relief

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Jun 24: Under
'Jal-Jeewan Mission' (JJM)
a total of 105 villages of
Gram Bardela of Gram
Panchayat Badetungali
under Bhairamgarh block,
have been provided tap-
water connection and this
has brought smile on the
faces of the villagers, who
had to face lots of prob-
lems in fetching water
from a handpump at a long
distance, specially during
summer season.

It is notable here that
Gram Bardela is located in
Gram Pachayat
Badetungali of
Bhairamgarh block of
Bijapur district and it is
about 35 km away from the
headquarters on Bijapur -

Raipur road.
The tap-water connec-

tion to all the 605 villagers
staying in 105 houses has
come as a big relief to
them, specially women
who had to travel long dis-
tance to fetch water from
handpumps daily. All the
more with one only water
source in the village, the
people had to wait in long

queue and for this chil-
dren were put into the job
and made to stand in the
line.

It was through 'Gram-
Sabha' the residents of the
village got information
about 'Jal-Jeewan Mission'
and were informed about
its importance in simple
words. It was through its
massive promotion the

people of this village also
got the information and
said that it is now acting
as big gift for them. They
all are getting sufficient
water supply in their
houses and it is saving lot
of labour and time in their
daily life. At the same time
the women in the family
are able to spend more
time with their family

members and delegating
their responsibilities with
more of confort. In the
Gram Sabha for JJM, the
people present were in-
formed as to how Plumber
and Operator can assist
and were provided field-
test kit training, manage-
ment and repair works
and forming a committee
to handle the issues.

SECRWWO hold plantation
in ‘Aadharshila’

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jun 24: South
Eastern Central Railway
Women's Welfare
Organisation (SECRW-
WO) under leadership of
Chairperson SECRWWO
Dr (Mrs) Vanita Jain and
in the presence of other
members carried out plan-
tation in 'Aadharshila'
School premises here on
Thursday.

Playing its role as a con-
scious organisation to-

wards environment con-
servation and its impor-
tance, SECR is organising
many programmes for
plantation and creating
awareness about environ-
ment. Along with this
SECR is not only making
efforts all year-long for
conservation of water, en-
vironment and others and
one of its live example be-
hind its efforts in this di-
rection is all-around
greenery in Railway
Colony.

It is notable here that
SECRWWO is an organisa-
tion dealing with welfare
of railway employees and
their family members.
This organisation special-
ly is associated for welfare
of women and their uplift-
ment. Under this SECRW-
WO runs, 'Aadharshila',
'Bal Vatika', 'Railway
Hospital Canteen' and oth-
ers. Apart from this it con-
tinue to give due contribu-
tion in social welfare
works as well.

p After digging for 
laying of pipelines
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To denizens of Gram Bardela, as they have to travel long distance to fetch water from handpump

LVSCVKS expresses gratitude towards Asst. Comm

FARMERS PROTEST 

Members of various farmers organisations during a protest against the newly announced Agnipath scheme, out-
side the Mini Secretariat in Patiala, Friday, June 24.

I did everything for
Eknath Shinde: Uddhav

Mumbai, Jun 24:

Maharashtra CM
Uddhav Thackeray called
a meeting with Shiv Sena
district leaders who had
been called to Sena

Bhavan in Mumbai. The
CM attended the meeting
through video conferenc-
ing.

“I had pain in my neck
and head. I was not able to
work properly, I could not

open my eyes. Bu I did not
care about it. Shivaji
Maharaj was defeated but
people were always with
him,” said Maharashtra
CM Uddhav Thackeray in
the meeting.

“Eknath Shinde’s son is
an MP from Shiv Sena. I
did everything for him.
The department I had, was
given to Shinde. But he is
making several allega-
tions against me. I did
everything for Eknath
Shinde,” said the
Maharashtra CM at the
meeting.

Shinde is the Urban
Development Minister in
the MVA government.

Flood situation in Assam critical as
Silchar remains under water

Guwahati, Jun 24 (PTI):

The flood situation in
Assam was critical on
Friday with with 45.34
lakh people reeling under
the deluge, officials said.

The Brahmaputra and
Barak rivers along with
their tributaries are in
spate, even as floodwaters
started receding from a
few areas, they said.

The toll rose to 108 with
seven deaths reported in
the last 24 hours, they
added.

The situation in Silchar,
considered ‘Gateway to
Barak Valley’, is alarming
with most areas still under
water, a district official

said.
The Assam State

Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) said
that it has further expedit-
ed rescue and relief opera-
tions with additional re-
sources deployed in the se-

verely affected districts,
especially Cachar where
Silchar is located.

Eight NDRF teams with
207 personnel were
brought in from Itanagar
and Bhubaneswar, while
an Army team with 120

members was sent in from
Dimapur along with nine
boats for the operations in
Silchar, officials said.

Additionally, two CRPF
and State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
teams were airlifted to
Cachar, they added.

The state government
has started a helpline —
0361-2237219, 9401044617
and 1079 — for the situa-
tion in the district.

Nearly 3 lakh people
have been affected by an
acute shortage of food,
clean drinking water and
medicines as almost the
entire Silchar town is sub-
merged in flood waters, of-
ficials said.

NCC cadets to get bonus points in
Agnipath scheme: Lt Gen Singh

Gwalior, Jun 24 (PTI):

The cadets of the
National Cadet Corps
(NCC) will get bonus
points in the Agnipath
scheme, its Director
General Lieutenant
General Gurbirpal Singh
said here on Friday.

Speaking at the convoca-
tion ceremony of NCC
women officers, he also
said this new scheme for
recruitment of soldiers
into three armed forces
would be explained to the
NCC cadets by its officers
to ensure that youths join
the services in large num-
bers.

Singh received the
salute of women NCC offi-

cers at the NCC Officers’
Training Academy. A total
of 112 women from differ-
ent parts of India turned
NCC officers after three
months of training at the
academy here.

Addressing the women

officers, Singh said they
have an important respon-
sibility of turning young
people into ideal citizens,
and expressed confidence
that they would do it spec-
tacularly.

Talking to reporters
later, Lt Gen Singh said,
“Women cadets have been
in NCC since 1950 and they
have done a remarkable
work...Recently, Agnipath
was launched for recruit-
ment into the army. NCC
officers would share more
information on it and ex-
plain it at length to the
cadets.”

“NCC cadets with A, B
and C certificates will get
bonus points in
Agnipath,” he said.

Global order increasingly challenged with little
or no regard to rules: IAF chief

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

he global order is being
increasingly challenged
with little or no regard to
rules and India must re-
assess its strategic priori-
ties and realign its actions
to ensure that it is not left
behind, Air Chief Marshal
VR Chaudhari said on
Friday.

Listing various national
security challenges, the
Chief of Air Staff also
said that military strate-
gists must not lose sight of
the primary objective of
“war-fighting”.

Air Chief Marshal
Chaudhari’s comments at
a seminar came in the

backdrop of India’s linger-
ing border row with China
in eastern Ladakh, the sit-
uation in Afghanistan and
the geopolitical upheavals
triggered by the crisis in
Ukraine. Without naming
any country, he said “coer-

cion” is the new strategy
with cyber, information
and space domains becom-
ing the “new battlefield”.

“Today, we are witness-
ing a rapidly evolving in-
ternational order that is
increasingly being chal-
lenged by a complex mul-
tipolar world with little or
no regard to rules or to the
traditional processes of
geopolitical interplays,”
he said.

The Air Chief Marshal
said diplomacy, economy
and information are be-
coming the “primary
tools” of engagement with
the military instrument
being used as a deterrent.

“Coercion is the new

strategy with cyber, infor-
mation and space do-
mains becoming the new
battlefield. Therefore, we
must reassess our strate-
gic priorities and realign
our actions to ensure we
don’t get left behind,” he
said.

The seminar marked
the culmination of the
first ‘Warfare and
Aerospace Strategy
Programme’ (WASP) was
conducted by the Indian
Air Force.

The WASP was rolled
out with an aim to gener-
ate strategic thought and
understanding amongst
the mid-career air power
practitioners.

India stands in solidarity with
Afghan people: MEA 

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

A day after sending relief
material to earthquake-hit
Afghanistan, India on Friday
said it stands in solidarity
with the Afghan people and
remains firmly committed to
providing them with re-
quired relief assistance.

India has already dis-
patched 27 tons of relief ma-
terial in two flights for the
people of Afghanistan as a
“true first responder” to ad-
dress their difficulties, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said.

A powerful earthquake hit
Afghanistan’s eastern
Paktika province on
Wednesday that killed

around 1,000 people and in-
jured over 1,500.

“In the wake of the tragic
earthquake that struck
Afghanistan on June 22,
causing massive destruction
and loss of precious lives, the
government of India, as a
true first responder, has dis-
patched 27 tons of emer-
gency relief assistance in
two flights for the people of
Afghanistan,” the MEA said.
The relief assistance, it said,
consists of essential items,
including tents, sleeping
bags, blankets and sleeping
mats.

The relief consignment
will be handed over to the
UN Office for Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs

(UNOCHA) and Afghan Red
Crescent Society (ARCS) in
Kabul, the MEA said in a
statement.

“As always, India stands in
solidarity with the people of
Afghanistan, with whom we
share centuries old ties, and
remains firmly committed to
provide immediate relief as-
sistance for the Afghan peo-
ple,” it said.

In a separate development,
India on Thursday resumed
its diplomatic presence in
Kabul as it deployed a “tech-
nical team” in its embassy in
the Afghan capital, over 10
months after it pulled out its
officials from the mission fol-
lowing the Taliban’s capture
of power.

Satyamev Jayate, says BJP on clean chit to Modi
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2244::  “Satyamev
Jayate” was the unanimous
reaction of BJP leaders on
Friday after the Supreme Court
upheld the SIT’s clean chit to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and 63 others in the Gujarat
riots of 2002, when he was the
state’s chief minister, and dis-
missed a plea by slain
Congress leader Ehsan Jafri’s
wife Zakia alleging a larger

conspiracy. Union minister
Anurag Thakur said,
“Satyamev Jayate! Supreme
Court of India gives a clean chit
and has dismissed the plea
filed by Zakia Jafri challenging
the SC-appointed Special
Investigation Team (SIT) report
on post-Godhra violence in
Gujarat. The Supreme Court
says the petition is without
merit.” “Satyamev Jayate,”

(Truth alone triumphs) was
how another Union minister
Smriti Irani put it while party
spokesperson Sambit Patra
also tweeted the same expres-
sion. BJP secretary Y Satya
Kumar claimed that Congress’
last attempt to malign Modi
has fallen flat and justice pre-
vailed as he cited the apex
court’s observation that Jafri’s
appeal was devoid of merits

and deserved to be dismissed.
Bringing the curtains down on
the bid to reopen the probe, a
bench headed by Justice A M
Khanwilkar said the material
collected during the investiga-
tion does not “give rise to
strong or grave suspicion
regarding hatching of larger
criminal conspiracy at the
highest level” for causing mass
violence against Muslims. 

No BJP role in current political crisis
in Maha, claims Chandrakant Patil 

Mumbai, Jun 24 (PTI):

Amid allegations of
BJP’s involvement in Shiv
Sena minister Eknath
Shinde’s revolt against his
party that has posed a
question mark over the
survival of the MVA gov-
ernment, BJP’s
Maharashtra unit chief
Chandrakant Patil on
Friday asserted that his
party did not play any role
in the ongoing political
crisis in the state.

He, however, admitted
that Leader of Opposition
in the Assembly Devendra
Fadnavis visited Delhi on
Thursday “for some
work”, without divulging
any details.

Patil’s remarks come a
day after NCP chief

Sharad Pawar asserted
that the BJP has played a
role in the crisis that has
befallen the Uddhav
Thackeray-led govern-
ment. Incidentally, rebel
Sena leader Eknath
Shinde, while addressing
the MLAs in his camp in
Guwahati, said in a veiled
reference to the BJP that a
“national party” has sup-
ported his rebellion and
assured all help to the
rebels.

Talking to reporters in
Kolhapur, his hometown,
Patil said, “The BJP has
nothing to do with the
current internal bicker-
ing in Shiv Sena or in the
Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) (comprising Sena,
NCP and Congress). I had
a lunch with Devendra

Fadnavis in Mumbai on
Thursday afternoon, and
then he left for New Delhi
for some work.”

“During our discussion,
Fadnavis told me that
some things are taking
place. But had it (any de-
velopment) been anything
important, he would have
definitely taken me into
confidence,” he said.

Patil said the BJP is
currently busy in prepa-
rations for the 2024 elec-
tions.

Shinde is presently
camping with 37 rebel
MLAs of the Sena and
nine independents in a
Guwahati hotel.

On Sharad Pawar’s
statement about BJP play-
ing a role behind Shinde’s
rebellion, Patil said, “I feel
Pawar and Sena’s Sanjay
Raut exercise their right
to freedom of speech ex-
cessively. I am not even
watching daily news so
not aware of what exactly
happening in Sena.”

When asked about re-
ports that Mumbai-based
BJP functionary Mohit
Kamboj was in Guwahati
with rebel Sena leaders,
Patil said, “He has friends
in every political party. He
might have gone to help
someone. I have no idea
about his whereabouts.”
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Man shoots himself dead  
Shimla: A man al-
legedly shot himself
dead after killing his
wife’s male friend at a
hotel in Himachal
Pradesh’s Kullu dis-
trict on Friday, a po-
lice officer said.
Superintendent of
Police (Kullu) Gurdev
Sharma told PTI that
two women from
Delhi, one of whom is
married, were staying
at a hotel in Manali.
They called their
friend Sunny to the
room on Thursday
night. The husband
reached the hotel the
next morning and
upon seeing his wife
with Sunny, he shot
him dead, he said.
According to the
woman, her husband
committed suicide by
shooting himself
after killing Sunny,
the SP said.

Cop held 
Jabalpur: An assis-
tant sub-inspector of
the Home Guard has
been arrested for al-
legedly taking a bribe
of Rs 10,000 from his
subordinate in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Chhindwara district,
an official of the
Lokayukta police said
on Friday. ASI
Pradeep Kumar
Verma posted in
Chhindwara was ar-
rested on Thursday
while accepting the
bribe amount from
his subordinate
Pankaj Pawar, said
Dileep Jharbade,
deputy superinten-
dent of Lokayukta po-
lice.

Engine driver dies 
Amethi (UP): The
engine driver of the
Pratapgarh-Kanpur
Intercity Express
died on Friday after
suddenly falling ill
on the train, a rail-
way official said.
Harishchandra
Sharma (46) of
Parshurampur
Chilbila was driv-
ing the train to-
wards Kanpur
when he suddenly
developed a health
problem near
Kasimpur Halt,
Gauriganj railway
station superinten-
dent Praveen Singh
said. The assistant
pilot on board
stopped the train
and called an ambu-
lance. Sharma was
rushed to a nearby
health centre,
where the doctors
declared him dead,
Singh said. The doc-
tors suspect
Sharma suffered a
cardiac arrest, he
said.

Honey-trapping 
New Delhi: Three
men were arrested
for allegedly honey-
trapping a person by
posing themselves as
policemen, officials
said on Thursday.
The accused have
been identified as
Pawan (37), Manjeet
(33) and Deepak (29),
all residents of
Haryana. The
woman gang mem-
ber Honey Preet is
absconding, police
said. On May 1, a 55-
year-old man had
complained that
Preet had befriended
him on social media
and invited him over
to her flat in
Paschim Vihar here.
As he was spending
time with her, the
three men entered
the flat in the guise
of policemen. They
extorted Rs 1.5 lakh
from him threaten-
ing that he would be
booked in a case if
he did not heed to
their demand, an of-
ficer said.

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

India reported a single-
day rise of more than
17,000 fresh COVID-19
cases on Friday after a gap
of over four months (124
days), recording a 30 per
cent jump in daily cases,
according to the Union
Health Ministry.

A total 17,336 coron-
avirus cases were reported
in a span of 24 hours, tak-
ing the total infection tally
to 4,33,62,294, while the
death toll due to the dis-
ease has climbed to
5,24,954 with 13 new fatali-
ties being reported, data
updated by the ministry at
8 am showed.

The daily positivity rate
was recorded at 4.32 per
cent and the weekly posi-
tivity rate at 3.07 per cent,

according to the ministry.
The count of active

cases has increased to
88,284, comprising 0.20 per
cent of the total infections,
while the national COVID-
19 recovery rate was
recorded at 98.59 per cent,
it said. An increase of

4,294 cases has been
recorded in the active
COVID-19 caseload in a
span of 24 hours, the data
showed. The number of
people who have recuper-
ated from the disease has
surged to 4,27,49,056, while
the case fatality rate was

recorded at 1.21 per cent.
According to the min-

istry, 196.77 crore vaccine
doses have been adminis-
tered in the country so far
under the nationwide
COVID-19 vaccination
drive.

India’s COVID-19 infec-
tion tally had crossed the
20-lakh mark on August 7,
2020, 30 lakh on August 23,
40 lakh on September 5, 50
lakh on September 16, 60
lakh on September 28, 70
lakh on October 11,
crossed 80 lakh on October
29, 90 lakh on November 20
and the one-crore mark on
December 19, 2020.

The country crossed the
grim milestones of two
crore cases on May 4, 2021,
three crore on June 23,
2021 and four crore on
January 25 this year.

India reports 17,336 fresh COVID-19 cases, 13 fatalities
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BRIEF

Poliovirus  

Islamabad:
Pakistan’s vaccina-
tion programme has
come under suspi-
cion after the detec-
tion of poliovirus in
sewage samples in
London for the first
time in four decades,
according to a media
report on Friday.
The UK Health
Security Agency has
noted that the virus
detected on
Thursday was prob-
ably imported from
some country, and
has asked parents to
ensure their chil-
dren were fully im-
munised against the
crippling disease.
Health authorities
in Islamabad claim
the vaccine-derived
virus found in the
UK exists in 22 coun-
tries and the type
found locally was
the wild poliovirus
(WPV).

Man convicted 
Copenhagen: A man
was found guilty
Friday of murder
and attempted mur-
der for fatally stab-
bing five people and
wounding four oth-
ers in southern
Norway when he at-
tacked strangers
with a bow and ar-
rows and knives. The
Buskerud District
Court sentenced
Espen Andersen
Brathen to compulso-
ry mental health
care. Three forensic
psychiatric experts
who assessed him
concluded he has
chronic paranoid
schizophrenia and
was mentally ill at
the time of the attack
on Oct. 13, 2021. Both
the prosecution and
the defense had
called for compulso-
ry mental health care
for Andersen Br
then.

London, Jun 24 (PTI):

COVID-19 vaccines pre-
vented over 42 lakh poten-
tial deaths in India in 2021,
according to a modelling
study published in The
Lancet Infectious Diseases
journal, which based its
findings on estimates of
“excess” mortalities in the
country during the pan-
demic. Globally, the study
based on excess deaths
from 185 countries and ter-
ritories found that in the
first year of the vaccina-
tion programme, 1.98
crore out of a potential
3.14 crore COVID-19 deaths
were prevented world-
wide. The study estimates
a further 5.99 lakh lives
could have been saved if
the World Health
Organisation’s target of
vaccinating 40 per cent of
the population in each
country with two or more
doses by the end of 2021

had been met.
The researchers esti-

mated the number of
deaths that were prevent-
ed between December 8,
2020 and December 8, 2021,
which reflects the first
year in which the vaccines
were distributed.

“For India, we estimate
that 42,10,000 (over 42
lakh) deaths were pre-
vented by vaccination in
this period. This is our
central estimate, with the
uncertainty in this esti-
mate ranging between

36,65,000-43,70,000 (over
36.6 lakh to 43.7 lakh),”
lead author of the study,
Oliver Watson from the
Imperial College London,
the UK, told PTI.

“What this modelling
study shows is that the
vaccination campaign in
India has likely saved mil-
lions of lives. This shows
the remarkable impact
that the vaccination has
had, especially in India,
which was the first coun-
try to experience the im-
pact of the Delta variant,”

Watson said in an email.
He said the India num-

bers are based on the esti-
mates that between 48.2
lakh and 56.3 lakh deaths
may have occurred in the
country during the pan-
demic, a number which is
10 times the official figure
of over 5.24 lakh deaths
reported so far.

“These are based on the
estimates of excess mor-
tality in India during the
COVID-19 pandemic,
which we have sourced
from The Economist and
are similar to the esti-
mates that the WHO have
reported.

“Independently, our
group has also investigat-
ed the COVID-19 death toll
based on reports of ex-
cess mortality and sero-
prevalence surveys and
arrived at similar esti-
mates of almost 10 times
the official count,”
Watson said.

Over 42 lakh deaths in India prevented by
Covid vaccines in 2021: Lancet study

Ukrainians cheer nation’s EU
candidacy amid wartime woes

Kyiv, Jun 24 (AP):

The European Union’s
decision to make Ukraine a
candidate for EU member-
ship offered war-weary
Ukrainians a morale boost
and hope of a more secure
future Friday as the coun-
try’s military ordered its
fighters to retreat from a
key city in the eastern
Donbas region.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
hailed the decision of EU
leaders as vindication for
his nation’s fight against
Russia’s aggression and
said he was determined to

ensure Ukraine retained
the ability to decide if be-
longed in Europe or
under Moscow’s influ-
ence.

This war began just
when Ukraine declared
its right to freedom. To
its choice of its future.
We saw it in the
European Union,”
Zelenskyy told the nation
in a televised address late
Thursday.

That is why this deci-
sion of the EU is so im-
portant, motivates us and
shows all this is needed
not only by us.”

Others recalled the

2014 revolution that ousted
Ukraine’s pro-Moscow
president, sparked in part
by his decision not to com-
plete an association agree-
ment with the EU.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin had op-
posed the agreement, just
as he demanded before he
sent troops into Ukraine on
Feb. 24 that Ukraine never
be allowed to join NATO.

London, Jun 24 (PTI):

British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson suffered a
triple blow following
crushing defeats for his
Conservative Party in two
important by-elections
that also prompted the res-
ignation of the party’s
chairman and one of his
close allies, raising anoth-
er major challenge to the
embattled premier’s lead-
ership.

The triple blow comes as
the Tories lost Wakefield
in the north of England to
the Opposition Labour
Party and Tiverton and
Honiton in southern
England went to the
Liberal Democrats
overnight on Thursday.

Both polls were seen as
a de facto referendum on
58-year-old Johnson’s lead-
ership of the party and as

UK PM in the wake of the
partygate scandal of
COVID law-breaching par-
ties under his watch at
Downing Street.

“We cannot carry on
with business as usual,”
said party chairman
Oliver Dowden in his resig-
nation letter, which is being
interpreted as a sign for the
rest of the Cabinet to join
him in toppling the leader.

“Our supporters are dis-
tressed and disappointed
by recent events, and I
share their feelings
Somebody must take re-
sponsibility and I have con-
cluded that, in these cir-
cumstances, it would not be
right for me to remain in of-

fice,” he said.
Dowden is the first

Cabinet minister to step
down amid ongoing Tory
backbench discontent over
Johnson’s leadership fol-
lowing scathing findings of
the partygate report last
month, which prompted
148 Tory MPs to oppose the
PM in a vote of no confi-
dence earlier this month.

Dowden described the
by-elections as “the latest
in a run of very poor re-
sults”. The party chair-
man’s resignation came as
the Conservatives lost a
solid majority of 24,000 in
Tiverton and Honiton a
record majority reversal
for the party.

Blow to UK PM Boris Johnson as Tory
chief quits after by-election defeats

Tokyo, Jun 24 (AP):

The U.S. Navy’s top com-
mander in the Pacific and
the Japanese defense min-
ister on Friday said that
close cooperation between
their naval forces is more
important than ever in the
region amid rising tensions
over China, North Korea
and Russia. Defense
Minister Nobuo Kishi told
U.S. Pacific Fleet com-
mander Adm. Sam Paparo
that the American naval
presence in the region is in-
dispensable to maintain
and strengthen a free and
open Indo-Pacific, a vision
of a rules-based framework

that the two allies have pro-
moted as a counter to
China’s rise.

Kishi noted that the re-
gional security environ-
ment has further worsened
since last year when
Paparo took the post and
said cooperation between
the Japanese and U.S.
navies is only increasing.

Paparo agreed that the
security challenge is grow-
ing in the Pacific, adding
that tight coordination and
integration” between the
two navies have paced and
outpaced our potential ad-
versary’s operation.
Paparo said the Japan and
U.S. alliance is the corner-

stone of security in the
Pacific. After a decade of
steady increases in military
spending, Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishi has
pledged to further bolster
Japan’s military capability
and spending over the next
five years, while his govern-
ment works on a revision to
the national security 
strategy.

US Pacific admiral: Ties with Japan
key to regional security

S ri Lanka's prime minis-
ter says the island na-

tion's debt-laden economy has
collapsed as it runs out of
money to pay for food and fuel.
Short of cash to pay for im-
ports of such necessities and
already defaulting on its debt,
it is seeking help from neigh-
bouring India and China and
from the International
Monetary Fund. Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who took of-
fice in May, was emphasising
the monumental task he faces
in turning around an economy
he said is heading for rock bot-
tom. Sri Lankans are skipping
meals as they endure short-
ages, lining up for hours to try
to buy scarce fuel. It's a harsh
reality for a country whose
economy had been growing
quickly, with a growing and
comfortable middle class, until
the latest crisis deepened.

HOW SERIOUS IS THIS CRISIS?

Tropical Sri Lanka normally
is not lacking for food but peo-
ple are going hungry. The U.N.
World Food Program says
nearly nine of 10 families are
skipping meals or otherwise
skimping to stretch out their
food, while 3 million are receiv-

ing emergency humanitarian
aid. Doctors have resorted to
social media to try to get criti-
cal supplies of equipment and
medicine. Growing numbers of
Sri Lankans are seeking pass-
ports to go overseas in search
of work. Government workers
have been given an extra day
off for three months to allow
them time to grow their own
food. In short, people are suf-
fering and desperate for things
to improve.

WHY IS THE ECONOMY IN

SUCH DIRE STRAITS?

Economists say the crisis
stems from domestic factors
such as years of mismanage-
ment and corruption, but also
from other troubles such as a
growing USD 51 billion in debt,
the impact of the pandemic
and terror attacks on tourism,
and other problems. Much of
the public's ire has focused on
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
and his brother, former Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa.
The latter resigned after weeks
of anti-government protests
that eventually turned violent.
Conditions have been deterio-
rating for the past several
years. In 2019, Easter suicide
bombings at churches and ho-
tels killed more than 260 peo-
ple. That devastated tourism, a
key source of foreign ex-
change.

The government needed to
boost its revenues as foreign
debt for big infrastructure proj-
ects soared, but instead
Rajapaksa pushed through the
largest tax cuts in Sri Lankan
history, which recently were re-
versed. Creditors downgraded
Sri Lanka's ratings, blocking it
from borrowing more money
as its foreign reserves sank.

Then tourism flatlined again
during the pandemic.

In April 2021, Rajapaksa sud-
denly banned imports of chem-
ical fertilizers. The push for or-
ganic farming caught farmers
by surprise and decimated sta-
ple rice crops, driving prices
higher. To save on foreign ex-
change, imports of other items
deemed to be luxuries also
were banned. Meanwhile, the
Ukraine war has pushed prices
of food and oil higher. Inflation
was near 40% and food prices
were up nearly 60% in May.

WHY DID THE PRIME 

MINISTER SAY THE 

ECONOMY HAS COLLAPSED?

Such a stark declaration
might undermine any confi-
dence in the state of the econo-
my and it didn't reflect any spe-
cific new development.
Wickremesinghe appeared to
be underscoring the challenge
his government faces in turn-
ing things around as it seeks
help from the IMF and con-
fronts criticism over the lack of
improvement since he took of-
fice weeks ago. He's also fend-
ing off criticism from within
the country. His comment
might be intended to try to buy
more time and support as he
tries to get the economy back
on track.

The Finance Ministry says
Sri Lanka has only USD 25 mil-
lion in usable foreign reserves.
That has left it without the
wherewithal to pay for im-
ports, let alone repay billions
in debt.

Meanwhile the Sri Lankan
rupee has weakened in value
by nearly 80% to about 360 to
USD 1. That makes costs of im-
ports even more prohibitive.
Sri Lanka has suspended re-

payment of about USD 7 billion
in foreign loans due this year
out of USD 25 billion to be re-
paid by 2026.

WHAT IS THE GOVERN-

MENT DOING ABOUT IT?

Wickremesinghe has ample
experience. This latest is his
sixth term as prime minister.
So far, Sri Lanka has been mud-
dling through, mainly support-
ed by USD 4 billion in credit
lines from neighboring India.
An Indian delegation was in
the capital Colombo on
Thursday for talks on more as-
sistance, but Wickremesinghe
warned against expecting
India to keep Sri Lanka afloat
for long. Sri Lanka pins last
hopes on IMF," said Thursday's
headline in the Colombo Times
newspaper. The government is
in negotiations with the IMF
on a bailout plan. Wickreme
singhe said Wednesday he ex-
pects to have a preliminary
agreement with the IMF by late
July.

The government also is seek-
ing more help from China.
Other governments like the
U.S., Japan and Australia have
provided a few hundred mil-
lion dollars in extra support.

Earlier this month, the
United Nations began a world-
wide public appeal for assis-
tance. So far, projected funding
barely scratches the surface of
the 6 billion the country needs
to stay afloat over the next six
months.

To counter Sri Lanka's fuel
shortage, Wickremesinghe told
The Associated Press in a re-
cent interview that he would
consider buying more steeply
discounted oil from Russia to
help tide the country through
its crisis.
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Private police
force 

Ever since Mamata

Banerjee, also fondly

called as Didi by her fol-

lowers, has taken over

charge as the Chief

Minister of West Bengal

after dethroning the

CPM which ruled the

state for decades, it ap-

pears as if the State po-

lice force has become a

private police force be-

longing to ruling TMC

under her. The State po-

lice has shamefully be-

come a part of her mis-

deeds, as evidenced by

their inaction against

some very serious crimes

committed by her party

goons against their politi-

cal rivals BJP in particu-

lar before and during the

last Assembly poll. The

situation was so grave

that people of majority

community had to flee

their homeland in fear of

election backlashes.

Even the Governor's in-

tervention regarding

law-and-order situation

of the State did not have

any impact. We are all

aware of one TMC goon

named Garga Chatterjee

who had passed some

derogatory remarks

against Swargadeo

Sukhapha, the founder of

the Ahom dynasty in

Assam who ruled Assam

for six hundred years.

The six hundred years of

Ahom reign was a golden

chapter of Assam's histo-

ry. Accordingly, a FIR

was lodged against

Garga Chatterjee by

Banashree Gogoi in 2020

at the Latasil PS and also

the crime branch of the

State police had filed a

suo moto case against the

offender. Due to extreme

non-cooperation by the

West Bengal police, the

Assam Police has failed

to nab the culprit from

Kolkata. Now very right-

ly the Gauhati High

Court has issued a show-

cause notice to Chief

Secretary, Government of

West Bengal along with

the Police Commissioner

for the non-cooperation

in this issue. The failure

of Assam Police to nab

this culprit in spite of a

non-bailable arrest war-

rant was only because of

Didi, who sometime back

openly sat in dharna in

support of the police

commissioner, which is

simply unethical. Also

Read - Parenting skills: A

positive way It is jungle

raj in West Bengal, once a

cultural capital of India.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,

Guwahati.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,

Guwahati

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

D raupadi Murmu has been declared by the Bharatiya Janata
Party as its presidential candidate for the fifteenth presidential

election in 2022, which shows good political skills and maturity. She is
a tribal representative who will be the first tribal to reach the highest
constitutional post and the second woman President of the Republic of
India, which will give new strength to the democracy of India, along
with the world. India is also changing rapidly. A new political vision, a
new political environment is taking shape in the all-pervading turmoil,
in this era, with Draupadi Murmu becoming the President, not only the
dignity of this highest constitutional post will get a new record, but the
national existence and identity will also be strengthened. It is because
her image has been that of a knowledgeable and soft-spoken politi-
cian of settled democratic traditions. It is hoped that her presence as
the constitutional head of the country will reassure every Indian, espe-
cially women, tribal for their peaceful and safe life. Only the tribal can
feel the pain of the tribal - that is, the pain of the reality that has been
experienced. It is no surprise, in my view, that Draupadi Murmu
emerged as the greatest female representative to raise the voice of
the tribals and the oppressed in today's world. Former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee had sent a Muslim APJ Abdul Kalam to
Rashtrapati Bhavan and now Narendra Modi is consecrating first a
Dalit, Ramnath Kovind and then Draupadi Murmu, a Scheduled Tribe,
to the highest post of the executive, which is certainly a healthy and
progressive decision. Narendra Modi has not only stunned, and sur-
prised, but has been doing miracles with his decisions, the same has
been done by announcing the name of Draupadi Murmu. Because
many targets have been hit with this one arrow. The BJP has been
struggling hard in these states due to the presence of very powerful
regional parties like Mamata Banerjee's Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal, BJD in Odisha and Jharkhand Mukti Morcha in Jharkhand.
Whereas in these three states the dominance of Congress is negligi-
ble. In such a situation, by sending Draupadi Murmu to Rashtrapati
Bhavan, BJP will not only be able to ease its fight but will also be suc-
cessful in making its place in these states. The elections are in front of
Gujrat, there is also a tribal community in abundance, and the effect of
this decision will be seen there as well. On the other hand, for the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, its fight against the conversion of a
large number of tribals on behalf of Christian missionaries may also
become easier now. Today, the fire of communal hatred is being delib-
erately fuelled in the country. All kinds of crises are being created; it is
a great irony of democracy that heads are counted here, not brains.
Our democracy is suffering because of this, it has been suffering.
More heads are coming, not the brain. There are more masks of caste,
religion and class and fewer faces of humanity. By deceitful use of in-
telligence, they create a maze of equations, from which Abhimanyu
did not learn to get out. In fact, the people who drive democracy need
such training so that a new definition of democracy can be rewritten.
This vision made Draupadi Murmu's role not only important but also
decisive. Therefore, by placing this burden on Draupadi Murmu, the
country wants to assure that the governance of the Constitution from
Arunachal Pradesh to West Bengal; it will run uninterrupted and the
country's borders will be completely safe because the President is the
Supreme Commander of the armies. This will be the first time in the
history of India that the dignity of the office of a tribal woman will be
increased by placing her as the President.

Draupadi Murmu gives heights
to the Presidential race
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Chief Minister of Delhi Arvind Kejriwal presents a cheque to an athlete under Mission Excellence Scheme, in New Delhi. Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia is also seen.

Why Sri Lanka’s economy collapsed and what’s next

MISSION EXCELLENCE SCHEME

KRISHAN FRANCIS AND
ELAINE KURTENBACH

R esearchers at the Medical Research
Council (MRC) Laboratory for Molecular

Biology in the UK, who produced the first 4D
map of healthy human brain temperature, have
found that an average human brain tempera-
ture is 38.5 degrees Celsius, with deeper brain
regions often exceeding 40 degrees Celsius,
particularly in women during the daytime.
Normal human brain temperature varies much
more than previously thought, and this could
be a sign of healthy brain function. The map
overturns several previous assumptions and
shows the remarkable extent to which brain
temperature varies by brain region, age, sex,
and time of day. Importantly, these findings
also challenge a widely held belief that human
brain and body temperature are the same. The
research, published in the journal Brain, also
included analysis of data from patients with
traumatic brain injury, showing that the pres-
ence of daily brain temperature cycles strongly
correlates with survival. These findings could
be used to improve understanding, prognosis,
and treatment of brain injury. "To me, the most
surprising finding from our study is that the
healthy human brain can reach temperatures
that would be diagnosed as fever anywhere
else in the body. Such high temperatures have
been measured in people with brain injuries in
the past, but had been assumed to result from
the injury," said Dr. John O'Neill, Group Leader
at the MRC Lab. To study the healthy brain, the
researchers recruited 40 volunteers, aged 20-

40 years, to be scanned in the morning, after-
noon, and late evening over one day. In healthy
participants, the average brain temperature
was 38.5 degrees Celsius, more than two de-
grees warmer than that measured under the
tongue. The study also found that brain tem-
perature varied depending on: time of day,
brain region, sex and menstrual cycle, and age.
While the brain surface was generally cooler,
deeper brain structures were frequently
warmer than 40 degrees Celsius; with the high-
est observed brain temperature being 40.9 de-
grees Celsius. Across all individuals, brain tem-
perature showed consistent time-of-day varia-
tion by nearly 1 degrees Celsius, with highest
brain temperatures observed in the afternoon,
and the lowest at night. "We found that brain
temperature drops at night before you go to
sleep and rises during the day. There is good
reason to believe this daily variation is associ-
ated with long-term brain health a" something
we hope to investigate next," O'Neill said.

F or the fitness-freak/diet conscious eaters,
this aquatic-plant provides nutrient-rich-

low-fat-low-calorie-high fibre super food and
dietary supplements. For those suffering from
various lifestyle diseases or metabolic ail-
ments, bioactive molecules (nutraceuticals)
derived from the plant can offer relief and
health benefits. For the environment con-
scious, edible, biodegradable natural biopoly-
mer sachets derived from this plant can be a
substitute for toxic, polluting plastics. During
the pandemic, hand sanitizers were also made
from this plant. All thanks to this all-in-one
magical aquatic herb – seaweed or macro
algae and its multifarious applications. After
Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasised on
developing the blue economy in coastal states
and asked stakeholders to re-focus on sea-
weed farming and research, the latter has
been carried out in full swing in the pandemic
years. Seaweeds (macro algae) have been put
to multifarious uses, especially, in the food,
agro and pharma sectors. 

Government marine scientists from top re-
search institutes – namely the Central Marine
Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) and
Central Institute of Fisheries Technology (CIFT)
under the aegis of Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) have come up
with diversified and interesting natural, sea-
weed-based products and culture, which are
primarily produced along the coasts of Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Gujarat.
Diversifying the utilization of seaweed, scien-

tists have also developed varieties of value-
added food products and dietary supplements
enriched with seaweed nutrients. This nutri-
ent-rich, high-fibre super food is low in calories
and fat, rich in antioxidants and polyunsaturat-
ed fatty acid (good fat), high in protein, iodine,
calcium, copper, iron and vitamins (especially
Vitamin K). It is being used to make nutra-
drink and fucoidan dietary supplements, di-
etary fibre fortified-fish sausages, seaweed yo-
ghurt, cookies, seaweed-enriched noodles and
pasta. Elaborating on the various edible prod-
ucts, researcher on seaweeds at ICAR-CIFT
Jesmi Debbarma avers, “We have optimised
the technology for dietary fibre extraction
from a species of red seaweed — Gracilaria
edulis — that grows abundantly in the East and
West Coast of India. Dietary fibre helps in re-
ducing incidences of coronary diseases and di-
abetes, gut neoplasia, prevents constipation
and reduces colon cancer risks. A new product
— seaweed dietary fibre fortified fish sausage
has also been developed. 

Tmperature variations in the brain associated 
with healthy functioning of the human mind

Seaweed, the wonder aquatic plant
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S harp price rise and inflation in general and of food articles in par-
ticular is now casting devastating impact on poor household,

though Modi government and so called economic experts trying to un-
derplay the dire consequences by telling the people all sorts of things
including it is global phenomena, it is due to external factors, and even
that the RBI and the Centre are doing their best to rein them in due to
which inflation in May 2022 moderated to 7.04 per cent from 7.79 per
cent. However, nobody is telling what it means to poor households
and what domestic factors including the mentality of profiteering and
mismanagement of the Indian economy have brought us where we are
today. The digits such as 7.04 per cent (inflation in May) or 7.79 per
cent (inflation in April) do show that inflation calm down a little, but
after rising to a 95-months (almost 8 years) high. People who know
the number system may have rightly understood it in digits but only
those have really understood it in wholeness of the situation who have
been undergoing the impact, which has gone even beyond the com-
prehension of those who are not members of the poor households.
Undergoing experience provides quite different knowledge than one
can acquire through words. Let us take example of poor households to
know what happened to them last month in May when inflation was
moderated compared to April. A little softening of the inflation should
not mislead our intelligentsia to believe that poor households have re-
ceived the relief they required. It is because the average households in
the country have reported 2½ days of shortfall of provisions in May. It
means the provisions they purchased for a month did not last a month,
and at this rate, they will have a shortfall of 30 days of provisions in 12
months of a year. It implies that the poor households must earn the
money they need for an extra month’s provisions, and if they can’t
earn, which is most likely to be in the present situation of joblessness
in the country, they need to curtail their necessary expenditure, such
as on food, education of children, or medical requirement etc, which
they have already resorted to. And this moderation of CPI inflation in
May to 7.04 per cent and somewhat moderated Core CPI to 6.09 from
6.97 in April is still deceptive, despite the claim of SBI’s recent re-
search report ‘Ecowrap’ that “RBI is much ahead of the curve in con-
trolling inflation and the Fed can now borrow a template from RBI to
control US inflation that is all-pervasive and threatens to rip apart
global financial stability.” Even the RBI, whose actions are lauded by
the SBI, is aware of the challenge ahead in successfully tackling the
price rise and inflation. RBI itself has revised upwards its inflation pro-
jection to 6.7 per cent for the current fiscal from its previous forecast
of 5.7 per cent. It shows that the RBI is well aware that the country is
heading towards more precarious situation which is reflected in even
its assessment of the first quarter inflation at 7.5 per cent, more than
the so called moderated 7.04 per cent inflation in May. Even for the
second quarter of the current financial year it has projected an infla-
tion of 7.4 per cent. Though the RBI has tried to create a hope among
the people suffering from high price rise and inflation, especially on
food, by its assessment for the third quarter at 6.2 per cent, and for
the fourth quarter at 5.8 per cent, with risks, evenly balanced, it is very
hard to believe on it, in the backdrop of our experience of the recent
past when inflation breached its assessed range of 4 to 6 per cent. 

Price rise and inflation
devastating poor 

households
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Dr Reddy’s 
Hyderabad: Dr
Reddy’s Laboratories
Ltd on Friday an-
nounced that it has ac-
quired a portfolio of
branded and generic
injectable products
from USA-based Eton
Pharmaceuticals, Inc
for USD 50 million. A
press release from the
Indian drug maker
said, the portfolio in-
cludes the Biorphen
(phenylephrine hydro-
choloride) injection
and Rezipres
(ephedrine hydrochlo-
ride) injection NDAs
(New Drug
Applications) with
nine separate combi-
nations of strengths
and presentations and
one first-to-file ap-
proved ANDA ( abbre-
viated new drug appli-
cation) for Cysteine
Hydrochloride for the
USA.

Ola Electric
New Delhi: Electric
two-wheeler maker
Ola Electric on Friday
said it has crossed Rs
500 crore revenue in
the first two months of
FY2022-23. Amid re-
ports that the compa-
ny’s sales have slowed
down, Ola Electric as-
serted that it is on
track to cross the USD
1 billion (over Rs 7,800
crore) revenue by the
end of this year. In a
statement, Ola
Electric said it has
surpassed Rs 500 crore
revenue in its first two
months of FY22-23
without sharing the
total number of vehi-
cles sold during the
two months.

Forex reserves 
Mumbai: The coun-
try’s foreign exchange
reserves declined by
USD 5.87 billion to
USD 590.588 billion in
the week ended on
June 17, the RBI data
showed. In the previ-
ous week ended on
June 10, the reserves
had dropped by USD
4.599 billion to USD
596.458 billion. In the
reporting week, the
forex reserves fell due
to a dip in foreign cur-
rent assets (FCAs), a
major component of
the overall reserves,
and also in gold re-
serves, the data
showed.

Shadowfax
Mumbai: On-demand
third party logistics
provider Shadowfax
Technology has said it
plans to hire 75,000 de-
livery partners by
next month as it ex-
pands delivery net-
work. In addition, the
company said, it is
open to hiring people
who can not commute
long distances but
want to earn
money/be financially
independent, it said.
The platform had ear-
lier announced its
plan to create 5,000 de-
livery partner jobs in
Tamil Nadu.

MG Motor 
Mumbai: MG Motor
India on Friday said it
has inaugurated the
first two residential
community SMART
electric vehicle charg-
ers in Jaipur as part
of its plans to set up
more such charging
stations in the
Rajasthan capital.
Under the company’s
MG Charge initiative,
the automaker will in-
stall 1,000 AC fast
chargers at residen-
tial localities across
India in 1,000 days, it
said in a statement.
MG Motor said it is
taking conscious
steps towards green
mobility and
strengthening the EV
charging infrastruc-
ture in the country.

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

Union minister Nitin
Gadkari on Friday said
the new car assessment
program — Bharat
NCAP, proposes a mecha-
nism wherein automo-
biles in India shall be ac-
corded ‘Star Ratings’
based upon their per-
formance in crash tests.

In a series of tweets,
Gadkari said the Bharat
New Car Assessment
Programme (Bharat
NCAP) will serve as a
consumer-centric plat-
form, allowing cus-
tomers to opt for safer
cars based upon their
Star-Ratings, while pro-
moting a healthy compe-
tition among original
equipment manufactur-
ers (OEMs) in India to
manufacture safer vehi-

cles.
“I have now approved

the draft GSR notifica-
tion to introduce Bharat
NCAP (New Car
Assessment Program),
wherein automobiles in
India shall be accorded
Star Ratings based upon
their performance in
crash tests,” he said.

The Road Transport
and Highways minister
stressed that Star

Ratings of Indian cars
based on crash tests is ex-
tremely crucial not only
to ensure structural and
passenger safety in cars,
but to also increase the
export-worthiness of
Indian automobiles.

The testing protocol of
Bharat NCAP shall be
aligned with global
crash-test protocols fac-
toring in the existing
Indian regulations, al-
lowing OEMs to get their
vehicles tested at India’s
own in-house testing fa-
cilities, Gadkari said.

According to him,
Bharat NCAP will prove
to be a critical instru-
ment in making our auto-
mobile industry
Aatmanirbhar with the
mission of making India
the top automobile hub
in the world.

Automobiles in India to be accorded ‘Star Ratings’
based on performance in crash tests: Gadkari

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

German luxury carmak-
er BMW on Friday
launched the ‘M340i
xDrive 50 Jahre M Edition’
car priced at Rs 68.9 lakh
in India. Locally produced
at BMW Group’s Chennai
plant, the special edition

car is powered by a 2,998 cc
petrol engine with a power
output of 387 hp and 500
Nm maximum torque. It
can accelerate from 0 to
100 km/hr in 4.4 seconds,
BMW India said in a state-
ment. It comes with a host
of features such as virtual
assistant, gesture control,

wireless Apple CarPlay
and Android Auto, along
with head-up display, park-
ing assistant with rear
view camera and revers-
ing assistant, it added. It is
the first special edition to
be launched as the compa-
ny celebrates 50 years of
BMW M series sportscars.

BMW launches M340i xDrive 50
Jahre M Edition in India

ESIC scheme adds
12.67 lakh new

members in April
New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):
Around 12.67 lakh new
members joined the ESIC-
run social security scheme
in April 2022, according to
official data released on
Friday.

The latest data is part of
a report — Payroll
Reporting in India: An
Employment Perspective -
April 2022 — released by
the National Statistical
Office (NSO).

It showed that the gross
new enrolments with
Employees’ State
Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) rose to 1.49 crore in
2021-22 from 1.15 crore in
2020-21. It was 1.51 crore in
2019-20 and 1.49 crore in
2018-19.

From September 2017 to
March 2018, around 83.35
lakh new subscribers
joined the ESIC scheme.

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJuunn  2244  ((PPTTII))::

Bajaj Auto on Friday
announced the launch of an all-
black variant of its Pulsar 250
model with dual-channel ABS
(anti-lock braking system).

Pulsar N250 (Naked
Streetfighter) and Pulsar F250
(Semi-Faired Street Racer) are
priced at around Rs 1.50 lakh
(Ex-showroom Delhi), the com-
pany said in a statement.
However, the single-channel
ABS variant of the bike model
will continue to sell in the
existing colours, it added.
The company also said that it
has delivered 10,000 units in
less than six months of the
bike’s launch, which is an
achievement for any 250-cc
segment motorcycle in the
post-BS VI era. The all-new
dual-channel ABS variant of

the Pulsar 250 is equipped with
300 mm front and 230 mm rear
disc brakes and larger tyre
dimensions for an improved
grip to provide assured overall
safety, it noted. 

“Bajaj Pulsar 250 has
enjoyed an immense response
from riders across the country.
We will continue to entice
them with the newly launched
Dual-Channel ABS variant,

which comes on top of already
existing features. “Rider safety
is of utmost importance for us
at Bajaj Auto and the introduc-
tion of dual-channel ABS on
Pulsar 250 combined with an
all-black variant will further
spruce up the demand for
Pulsar 250,” said Sarang
Kanade, President of
Motorcycle Business at Bajaj
Auto Ltd.

Bajaj Auto launches all-black
variant of Pulsar 250

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

Two-wheeler market
leader Hero MotoCorp on
Friday announced the
launch of its new Passion
‘XTec’ motorcycle with
prices starting at Rs 74,590
(ex-showroom Delhi).

The bike is powered by a
110cc engine with a power
output of 9 BHP and has fea-
tures like Bluetooth connec-
tivity, SMS and call alerts,
real-time mileage indicator,
low-fuel indicator, side-stand
engine cut-off and service
reminder, Hero MotoCorp
said in a statement. It is

available in two options
with the drum brake vari-
ant priced at Rs 74,590 and
the disc brake variant
tagged at Rs 78,990 (ex-show-
room Delhi), it added. Hero
MotoCorp Head of Strategy
and Global Product
Planning Malo Le Masson
said the company’s range of
‘XTec’ products, such as the
Splendor+ XTec, Glamour
125 XTec, Pleasure+ 110
XTec and Destini 125 XTec
have “received an over-
whelming response from
customers and we expect the
Passion XTec to continue
this trend”.

Hero MotoCorp launches
Passion Xtec motorcycle

Price starts at Rs 74,590

Mumbai, Jun 24 (PTI):

The rupee on Friday
slipped 1 paisa to close at
its all-time low of 78.33
(provisional) against the
US dollar. At the interbank
foreign exchange market,
the local currency opened
at 78.20 and finally settled
at its all-time low of 78.33,
down 1 paisa from its pre-

vious close. During the
day, the local unit wit-
nessed an intra-day high of
78.19 and a low of 78.35
against the American cur-
rency.

On Thursday, the rupee
had settled at 78.32 against
the US dollar.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, fell 0.25
per cent to 104.17.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, ad-
vanced 1.13 per cent to
USD 111.29 per barrel.

On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE
Sensex ended 462.26 points
or 0.88 per cent higher at
52,727.98, while the broad-
er NSE Nifty gained 142.60
points or 0.92 per cent to
15,699.25.

Rupee settles at all-time low
of 78.33 against US dollar

Mumbai, Jun 24 (PTI):

Benchmark equity in-
dices Sensex and Nifty
rose by nearly 1 per cent
on Friday, extending gains
for a second day on the
back of buying in bank-
ing, financials and energy
stocks in line with firm
global trends.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex advanced further
by 462.26 points or 0.88 per
cent to settle at 52,727.98.

During the day, it rallied
644.15 points or 1.23 per
cent to 52,909.87.

The Nifty gained 142.60
points or 0.92 per cent to
settle at 15,699.25. Sensex
and Nifty had recovered
nearly 1 per cent
Thursday.

From the Sensex pack,
M&M, IndusInd Bank,
Bajaj Finance, Hindustan
Unilever, ICICI Bank,
Bharti Airtel, Reliance
Industries and Tata Steel

were the major gainers.
On the other hand, Tech
Mahindra, Infosys, HCL
Technologies, TCS, Wipro
and Sun Pharma were the
laggards.

Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Tokyo, Seoul, Hong
Kong and Shanghai ended
with sharp gains.

European markets were
also trading in the green
in mid-session deals.

The US markets had
ended with gains on
Thursday.

“Mirroring a firm trend
in the global market and in
response to declining com-
modity prices, the domes-
tic market maintained its
positive trend. The up-
move was supported by
broad-based buying except
in IT,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

International oil bench-
mark Brent crude rose by
1.11 per cent to USD 111.27
per barrel.

Markets gain for 2nd day; Sensex, Nifty
climb nearly 1 pc amid firm global trends

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

Chemicals and
Fertiliser Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Friday urged the industry
players to make the manu-
facturing of green hydro-
gen affordable and accessi-
ble. India has tremendous
opportunities in green hy-
drogen due to its geo-
graphical advantage, he
said. Addressing an event,
Mandaviya said the gov-
ernment alone cannot
achieve the target of green
energy. Synergy among in-
dustries, academia and the
government is required.

The government aims
production of 5 million
tonnes of green hydrogen
by 2030 and the related de-
velopment of renewable

energy capacity under the
National Hydrogen
Mission.

“We need to grow in the
research and production
sector and innovate in the
development and manu-
facturing of green hydro-
gen. Only the government
alone can’t achieve the tar-
get of green energy,” an of-
ficial statement quoted
Mandaviya as saying at
the event.

Make green hydrogen 
manufacturing affordable,

accessible: Mansukh Mandaviya

RBI will not allow
‘jerky movements’
of Rupee: Deputy
Governor Patra

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2244  ((PPTTII))::

Reserve Bank Deputy Governor
Michael D Patra on Friday said
the Central Bank will not allow
“jerky movements” of Rupee
and stressed that the Indian
currency has witnessed least
depreciation in recent times.
Addressing an interactive ses-
sion on ‘Geo-Political Spillovers
and Indian Economy’, he attrib-
uted the lesser depreciation of
Rupee to high foreign
exchange reserves of around
USD 600 billion. 

“We will stand for its stabili-
ty, and we’re doing it on an
ongoing basis even as I speak.
We are there in the market. We
will not allow disorderly move-
ments. We have no level in our
mind, but we will not allow
jerky movements that is for
certain and let it be widely
known that we are in the mar-
ket defending the rupee
against volatility,” he said dur-
ing the session organised by
industry body PHDCCI.

ACROSS

1. Charge

5. Chaps

9. Leading actors

14. Mimic

15. Water (Sp.)

16. Dutch bloom

17. Strong gust

18. Abound

19. Marry clandestinely

20. She, in Madrid

21. Intrigued

23. Beach material

25. Memorable period

26. Bush

29. Voyaging

32. Picnic pest

35. Weepy

36. Ecstasy

39. Roof edges

40. Saloon

41. Baking chambers

42. Dislike

44. Belief

45. Barbie’s beau

46. Movie personnel

48. Wipe clean

49. Sock tip

51. Slippery creatures

53. Washington inlet (2 wds.)

58. Chef’s measures (abbr.)

62. Separated

63. Pharmacy item

64. Medicinal herb

65. Din

66. Bogeyman

67. Swipe

68. Go onstage

69. Marsh plant

70. Water pitcher

DOWN

1. Pen

2. Colorful gem

3. Peddle

4. Financial officer

5. Old Roman language

6. Program

7. Music for two

8. Unchanged

9. Ranch animal

10. Oklahoma metropolis

11. Oodles (2 wds.)

12. Ready to pick

13. Hurried

22. Gather crops

24. Chasm

26. Sirloin, e.g.

27. Throw

28. Black bird

30. Penn and Connery

31. Spain’s cont.

32. Sports building

33. Dressed to the ____

34. A sense

37. Lodge

38. Exaggerate

40. Long scarf

43. Chills

47. Professor’s protection

49. Concise

50. Furry swimmer

52. Advanced gradually

53. Window section

54. On top of

55. Gallop or trot

56. Bloodhound’s clue

57. Encourage

59. Cabbage salad

60. Prod

61. Clairvoyant one
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Too many projects to complete might
have you feeling just a little bit pres-
sured, Aquarius. However, your innate
determination is likely to drive you on to
try to get it all done even if it seems
impossible. Don’t try to do it all yourself.
Don’t be afraid to ask for a little help.
This might accomplish your ends with-
out putting undue burdens on yourself.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You’ve been doing well, Pisces, but today
you might be feeling more focused than
ever. The path ahead seems clear and well
defined. You’re looking forward to the
future with motivation and anticipation. You
might be considering a travel adventure or
perhaps going back to school for an
advanced degree. Today is a good day to
start doing some research and finalizing
your plans. Go to it.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

The astral energy indicates positive financial

news. A settlement, grant, or bonus of some

kind that you’ve anticipated for a long time

may finally manifest. You might want to cele-

brate, Aries. A chance to attend a large gath-

ering might come your way. Have fun. Tonight,

don’t be surprised if you have vivid dreams -

some great, some sad. Keep paper and pen

handy so you can write them down.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

oday you’ll put a lot of energy into business,

personal, or romantic partnerships. They’re

likely to be especially beneficial now, Taurus.

So even if you prefer to work alone, this is the

time to explore the possibility of joining with

those who share your ambitions. Romantic

partnerships formed or advanced today are

likely to prove stable and enduring. Don’t let

fear stand in your way. Move ahead.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Too much work and the resulting pressure

over the past few days could have you feel-

ing too tired to do anything more, Gemini,

although your optimism and enthusiasm

are still intact. Don’t be too hard on your-

self if you’re dragging a little toward the

end of the day. You’ll be able to recharge

your batteries before tomorrow. In the

evening, relax at home with a good book.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Romance blossoms for you tonight, Cancer,

perhaps after a long period of standing still. A

new sense of stability and security may settle

on love relationships and close friendships.

Children could also be a source of warmth and

pleasure. You might want to channel some of

this positive energy into creative activity of

some kind, which will increase your sense of

contentment and well-being.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Tonight you might host a virtual social
event, perhaps for business associates.
You could be nervous at first, Leo, wonder-
ing if all will go as well as you hope, but
your efforts should produce the results you
want. You might be introduced to new con-
tacts, leading to increased opportunities.
Take a walk after itâ€™s over. Your mind
will be churning, and you’ll want to clear
your head.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Paperwork, perhaps contracts or other legal

documents of some kind, might need atten-

tion so you can move ahead with some of your

projects. These projects could involve writing

or speaking. Your mind is in just the right

space to participate in anything involving

communication, Virgo, and doors of opportu-

nity may open up for you in this field. Gird

your loins and get to it. You’ll be glad you did.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The financial picture continues to improve,

Libra. At some point during the day, you

might have the feeling that you aren’t work-

ing hard enough to keep the forward motion

going, and you might feel panic rise. This

could prove a good motivating factor, but

you don’t need to push yourself harder than

you’re going now. You’re on a roll and it’s

likely to continue. Just pace yourself.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Even though all continues to go well for you,

Scorpio, your mood may go up and down

today. In spite of all the great things in your

life, you might find yourself feeling a little

blue sometime during the day. Don’t read too

much into it. It’s probably just the result of

low biorhythms. Try to distract yourself with

work. This evening talk or text with some

friends who always cheer you up.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Trying to get too much work done in the
course of one day might prove self-defeating
today, Sagittarius. Your energy isn’t what it
usually is, and you’re probably operating on
nervous energy. Consider the situation and
list your tasks in order of urgency. The world
won’t come to an end if you don’t get them all
done today. In the evening, rent a pile of
DVDs, order a pizza, and relax.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

A depressed friend may need cheering up.

Your ability to nurture and listen sympatheti-

cally will prove beneficial, Capricorn. Take

care not to absorb any of this person’s dejec-

tion. Your own life should continue to go well,

with business and career successes leading to

new friendships and goals. Hang onto your

own enthusiasm and optimism while extend-

ing a compassionate ear to others.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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HH e will be turning 37 on June
26 but it's not his birthday

Arjun Kapoor is excited about.
The actor instead is gung-ho
about his upcoming film 'Ek
Villain Returns' and said that he is
only excited about celebrating
being a villain. About his 37th
birthday plans, Arjun  said: "My
birthday is full of villain because
'Ek Villain Returns' (releases)
soon and I am only excited about
being a villain this birthday. All
my plans are revolving around
being a villain and celebrating
being a villain and bringing 'Ek
Villain Returns' to you."

Looking back, Arjun has had a
"pretty fun year". Now he has a
gamut of releases coming up
starting with 'Ek Villain Returns',
'Kuttey' and 'The Lady Killer'.

Arjun, whose first job in the
film industry was as an assistant
director on Nikhil Advani's 'Kal Ho
Naa Ho' in 2003, said: "I have had
the chance to play a complete vil-
lain and the release of 'Bhoot

Police'. I managed to shoot
'Kuttey' and I have just almost
completed 'The Lady Killer'. So, (I
have) been able to be in three dif-
ferent worlds... Also and I am
looking forward to a theatrical
release. It has been a fun year."

With a string of releases lined
up, Arjun feels the responsibility.

"The pressure is always there
but then excitement is also a lot.
It has a lot to do with the fact that
these are three films I shot after
selecting them with a lot of
excitement and care in order to
make sure that I present myself to
the audience in a new dynamic
way. 

There is a lot of intensity in all
three films," said Arjun, who is
fondly called 'Baba' by his fans.
The 'Sandeep Aur Pinky Faraar'
actor describes 'Ek Villain
Returns' as "very cinematic". He
shared that 'Kuttey' "has mad
energy" and that 'The Lady Killer'
has "the raw edgy intensity"
which he wanted to explore. "So,

the pressure is to make sure that
the audiences enjoy all the three
films and my work comes across
as different. But that pressure is
good. One must always have that
pressure while making a film...You
can't take the audiences for
granted. 

Nervous excitement is the best
way to put it," added the actor,
who is in a relationship with diva
Malaika Arora. Arjun says he is
looking forward to see how the
audiences react to him. 2021 and
2022 have been years of personal
developments for Arjun. He is
focussing on his health and has
taken to fitness seriously.

"I think it has been a year of
my personal developments also. I
have learnt to take care of myself
also... Yeah, so right now is the
new exciting times. The year that
has gone by will allow me to see
the results in the coming year. So,
looking forward to my hardwork
paying dividends and love from
the audience."

Arjun Kapoor: I’m only excited
about being a villain this birthday

S tar Bharat comes up
with the most inter-

esting storylines for its
viewers and they have
done it again. Shireen
Mirza will be seen por-
traying an important role
on their upcoming show
‘Bohot Pyaar Karte Hai’.

Shireen Mirza will play
‘Kaamna Malhotra’ on
‘Bohot Pyaar Karte Hai’.
Shireen Mirza has an ex-
tensive body of work,
where she has worked in
many different shows
with exemplary acting
skills. She is regarded as
a versatile actress and
has received a lot of ap-

preciation from her fans.
Shireen Mirza on her

role of ‘Kaamna’, “I’m so
happy to be back on tele-
vision after such a long
time. I’m playing the role
of Kaamna Malhotra on
the show ‘Bohot Pyaar
Karte Hai’. I had taken a
break for two years due to
my marriage, the pan-
demic and the lockdown.
I wanted to focus on fami-
ly after my marriage.
And now I am very excit-
ed to be back on the small
screen.” The show is
about bringing two very
different people together.
We will get to see how
things unfold for this
strange and sudden fami-
ly created through the
goal of loving and pro-
tecting a child named
Zoon. We are excited to
see what Shireen’s char-
acter will bring to the sto-
ryline!

Stay tuned for more
updates and watch out
for ‘Bohot Pyaar Karte
Hai’, only on Star
Bharat!

'Shireen
makes a
come-
back on
TV after
2 years’ 

Urvashi Rautela

talks about 
her pan-India
debut film 
‘The Legend’

AA ctress Urvashi Rautela is making her pan-
India debut with the film 'The Legend'.

The actress is over-the-moon and said that the
film is about romance, humour, action, and plot
twists. Expressing excitement for her film,
Urvashi stated, "At last! My goal of becoming a
pan-Indian actress was realised with the launch
of the trailer for my pan-India release film,
which is all about romance, humour, action,
and plot twists abound throughout the movie."
She added: "With its stunning surroundings,
vibrant music, comedic tunes, and necessary
social message, it is a big-budget mainstream
entertainment." Urvashi will be seen playing a
"microbiologist and IITian in the movie". "The
movie will also convey a message about the
educational system. I appreciate everyone's
kindness and genuine affection they have
showed me for my movie."

GG et ready to witness India’s
first ever Super-soldier

take on the terrorists and
secure the nation with the
World Television Premiere of
Attack on Zee Cinema on 26th
June at 8pm. A homegrown
story with action matching the
international level, Attack fea-
tures John Abraham as the
super-soldier along with Rakul
Preet Singh and Jacqueline

Fernandez in pivotal roles.
Taking the genre to the next
level, John Abraham opens up
about unconventional film
choices, producing Attack and
experimenting with action gen-
res.

TThhee  ffiillmm  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  aa  ffaaiirrllyy
nneeww  ccoonncceepptt..  WWhhaatt  iiss  iitt  tthhaatt
ccoommppeelllleedd  yyoouu  ttoo  ttaakkee  tthhiiss  pprroojj--
eecctt  uupp,,  aass  aa  pprroodduucceerr,,  aanndd  aann
aaccttoorr??

I have always wanted to take
action in India to the next level
and this film gave me that
opportunity. But honestly, it
isn’t as much about the action
as it is about the attitude, and
that’s what we tried to maintain
in the film. As a producer, I
wanted to risk a lot in the kind
of content that I was making. If
you do what you’ve always
done, you might face disap-
pointment. But if you're making
something different and risk
the probability of failure, you at
least tried something different.
I wanted to reinvent action and
didn't want to play safe. Attack
is an action film for the world of
tomorrow. If you look at mod-
ern warfare, it isn’t convention-
al anymore. Keeping that in
mind, we have made this film
technologically elevated while
keeping the patriotic appeal in
the top gear. And the beauty of

the film is that every generation
can watch the film.

LLooookkiinngg  aatt  yyoouurr  wwoorrkk  ttrraajjeecc--
ttoorryy  tthhaatt  eennccoommppaasssseess  ffiillmmss
lliikkee  AAttttaacckk,,  BBaattllaa  HHoouussee,,  NNoo
SSmmookkiinngg,,  yyoouu  aallwwaayyss  ttaakkee  uupp
pprroojjeeccttss  tthhaatt  aarree  ddiiffffeerreenntt..
WWhhaatt  iiss  yyoouurr  sseelleeccttiioonn  pprroocceessss
lliikkee??    

One has to ask themselves
what they want in life. Do you
want money or respect? For
me, it’s respect. And I take com-
plete responsibility for my
choices. Every day is a learning
process. Every day is a choice.
You can go horribly wrong or
you can make the best decision
– that’s a bet you need to put on
your instinct. Failure is not a
fear I have anymore. There’s
always going to be another
chance. This is why I select
films that are radically differ-
ent. That keeps me going
absolutely all the time.

‘Attack is
an action
film for the
world of
tomorrow

R ashmika Mandanna, who became a national sensa-
tion after starring in 'Pushpa: The Rise', has begun

her entrepreneurial journey the vegan way. Vegan beau-
ty and personal care brand Plum on Thursday said that
actor Rashmika Mandanna has come on board as an in-
vestor and brand ambassador. This comes at a time
when the brand aims to double its annual recurring rev-
enue (ARR) over the next 12 months, with Rashmika's
pan-India presence and fan base. In just a short span of 6
years, Rashmika has not only emerged as one of the
most bankable actresses in the Indian film industry, but
also an influential name in the brand world, endorsing
the top ones. With this, the actress has turned entrepre-
neur. Apart from being a lucky mascot at the box office
and one of the leading female stars of her generation,
Rashmika is fast emerging as a savvy businesswoman
too. On the work front, Rashmika currently boasts of
one of the strongest line-ups. She will be next seen in
'Pushpa 2' alongside Allu Arjun, 'Goodbye' opposite
Amitabh Bachchan, 'Animal' opposite Ranbir Kapoor,
'Varisu' alongside Vijay Thalapatty and 'Mission
Majnu' with Sidharth Malhotra.

Rashmika
Mandanna turns 

vegan entrepreneur
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Bengaluru, Jun 24 (PTI):

Unheralded Yash
Dubey and Shubham
Sharma made the
biggest stage of Indian
domestic cricket their
own with well-crafted
centuries, that pulled
the rug from under
heavyweights Mumbai’s
feet as Madhya Pradesh
took a giant leap to-
wards their maiden
Ranji Trophy title, here
on Friday.

Mumbai’s first in-
nings score of 374
looked reasonably good
on the second day but
Dubey (133, 336 balls)
and Sharma (116, 215
balls) added 222 runs for
the second wicket to
take MP to a solid 368 for
3 at the end of day three.

Madhya Pradesh now
need only seven more
runs to take a decisive
first innings lead and
unless they suffer a col-
lapse in the fourth in-
nings, the title is theirs
for taking.

MP had lost to
Karnataka when the
last time they compet-
ed in a Ranji Trophy
final in the 1998-99 sea-
son. The duo took the
sting out of Mumbai
attack with some
‘khadoos’ (stubborn)

batting straight out of
Chandrakant Pandit’s
coaching play book as

245 runs were scored
through the whole day
but more effectively,

they ran Mumbai at-
tack ragged with their
solid game plan.

Rajat Patidar, one of
the heroes of RCB’s
campaign in the IPL,
then used his new-
found confidence to
score an unbeaten 67
with 13 boundaries.

MP would certainly
want to stretch their
innings as much as
possible so that
Mumbai have no
chance to make a come-
back in the game.

The Chinnaswamy
Stadium track didn’t
show signs of wear and
tear and the bright
sunshine only helped
the MP batters to settle
down easily against a
Mumbai attack which
was at one level ordi-
nary.

The biggest disap-
pointment was their
left-arm spinner
Shams Mulani (1/117
in 40 overs), who
bowled too many loose
deliveries.

Veteran Dhawal
Kulkarni (21-3-51-0)
and the seasoned
Tushar Deshpande (24-
8-73-1) were also below-
par as they consistent-
ly gave drivable length
the batters in the
morning session.

Yash, Shubham tons deflate Mumbai,
MP close in on maiden Ranji title

Madhya Pradesh
batsman
Shubham
Sharma 

celebrates his
century.

Dambulla, Jun 24

(PTI):

Eyeing a series-clinch-
ing victory, the Indian
women’s cricket team
would expect a better
showing from its top-
order when it takes on
Sri Lanka in the second
T20 International, here
on Saturday.

The Indians made a
positive start to the lim-
ited-overs tour of the
Island nation with a 34-
run win in the series-
opener on Thursday.

The team would not
only aim to secure the
three-match series but
also address the grey
areas and continue the
winning momentum
ahead of the
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games,
where women’s cricket
will make its debut in
the T20 format. The
Birmingham Games will
be held from July 28 to
August 8.

In the series opener,
the Indians managed a
modest 138 for six after
opting to bat before the
bowlers, led by left-arm
spinner Radha Yadav,
chocked the Lankan bat-
ters. But India’s batting
show left a lot to be de-
sired in the first game.
The likes of Shafali

Verma, who made a run-
a-ball 31, skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur (22)
and Richa Ghosh (11) all
got starts but could not
convert them into sub-
stantial knocks.

Having failed in the
previous game,
Harmanpreet will be
hoping to eclipse the leg-
endary Mithali Raj in
the shortest format. She
needs just 24 runs to be-
come the highest run-
getter from India in this
format. Mithali, who re-
cently retired from all

forms of cricket, had
scored 2364 run from 89
games.

Vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana and
Sabbhineni Meghana en-
dured an off day in of-
fice and the visitors
would need the duo to
click if India are to put
on a big total.

It was left to Jemimah
Rodrigues, who made
her comeback to the side
after a while, and Deepti
Sharma to provide the
late burst and take India
to the winning total.

Even though
Rodrigues and Deepti
did the rescue act, the
Indian think tank would
want the top-order to do
better job.

The Indian bowlers, on
the other hand, were
right on the money with
the spin troika of Radha
(2/22), Deepti (1/9) and
part-timer Shafali (1/10)
shinning bright on the
low and slow wicket.

With the same venue
hosting all the three
T20s, spinners of both
teams will play vital
roles. Sri Lanka too
would be hoping for a
better effort from their
batters.

Middle-order batter
Kavisha Dilhari (47 not
out) remained stranded
as she failed to get sup-
port from the other
hand. The likes of skip-
per Chamari
Athapaththu, Vishmi
Gunaratne, Harshitha
Madavi and Nilakshi de
Silva will have to take
more responsibility in
the batting unit.

On the bowling front,
spin duo of Inoka
Ranaweera (3/30) and
Oshadi Ranasinghe
(2/22) would look for
support from their open-
ing bowlers to keep
Indian batters quiet.

Match starts at
2:00PM.

India eye improved top-order
show in 2nd T20I against Sri Lanka

Wimbledon, Jun 24 (AP):

Serena Williams will
begin her Wimbledon
comeback by facing
Harmony Tan, a 24-year-
old from France who is
ranked 113th and owns a
2-6 career record in
Grand Slam matches.

The placement of
Williams in the women’s
bracket was the most an-
ticipated aspect of
Friday’s draw at the All
England Club.

She is making her first
appearance in singles at
any tournament since
she hurt her right leg
and stopped playing dur-
ing the first set of her
first-round match at
Centre Court a year ago.

Because of her lack of
activity over the past 12
months, Williams who
has been No. 1 in the
rankings is outside the
WTA’s top 1,200 this
week and so could have
ended up anywhere in
the field and against any
opponent in the first
round. She only re-

turned to the tour this
week by playing two dou-
bles matches at a tuneup
event in England.

While the 40-year-old
American’s track record
would merit a seeding,
the All England Club
now adheres strictly to
the rankings in deter-

mining how it seeds
players. Williams has
won seven Wimbledon
championships, part of
her total of 23 Grand
Slam singles titles, a
record for the profes-
sional era. Tan, mean-
while, will be making
her debut at the grass-

court tournament.
If Williams gets past

Tan, next up could be a
match against Sara
Sorribes Tormo, who is
seeded 32nd but has
never been past the sec-
ond round at the All
England Club or the
third round at any major
in 19 past appearances.

The third round poten-
tially would put
Williams against a
tougher test: No. 6-seed-
ed Karolina Pliskova,
who was the runner-up
to Ash Barty last year at
Wimbledon and also
reached the final of the
2016 U.S. Open beating
Williams in the semifi-
nals there. Barty retired
at age 25 in March and so
is not defending her title
when play begins on
Monday. That also leaves
open the question of
which woman will have
the honor of playing the
first match at Centre
Court on Tuesday, a slot
traditionally reserved
for the prior year’s
champion.

Serena Williams to begin 
Wimbledon against 113th-ranked foe

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

Hosts India have been
clubbed alongside football
powerhouse Brazil,
Morocco and the USA in a
tough Group A for the up-
coming U-17 FIFA
Women’s World Cup, the
draw for which took place
on Friday.

The country is slated to
host the tournament from
October 11 to 30 across
three venues.

A total of 16 teams
across four groups will be
participating in the tour-
nament.

Matches of the quadren-
nial event will take place
in Bhubaneshwar, Goa
and Navi Mumbai.

India will begin their
campaign against the USA
on October 11 (Tuesday) at
the Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar. Their sec-
ond match will be against
Morocco on October 14
(Friday) at the same
venue. The home team’s
last group stage match
against Brazil will be on

October 17 (Monday).
India were scheduled to
host the 2020 edition of the
World Cup but the tourna-
ment was cancelled due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Defending champions
Spain, who beat Mexico in
the final of the 2018 edi-
tion, are placed in Group C
along with Colombia,
China, and Mexico.

North Korea are the
most successful team in
the history of the tourna-
ment, having won the tro-
phy in 2008 and 2016, while
Japan, South Korea, and
France have each won the
title once.

Host Mollie Kmita pre-
sented the official draw
and was joined by former
US women’s national team
player and FIFA women’s
World Cup winner,
Heather O’Reilly, former
coach of the New Zealand
national team, Ricki
Herbert, as well as Jaime
Yarza, FIFA’s director of
tournaments, and Sarai
Bareman, FIFA chief
women’s football officer.

India clubbed with Brazil,
Morocco, USA in

women’s U-17 World Cup
Bad Homburg
(Germany), Jun 24 (AP):
Bianca Andreescu
reached her first semifinal
in over a year, and first on
grass, with a 6-4, 6-1 win
over top-seeded Daria
Kasatkina at the Bad
Homburg Open.

The former U.S.
Open winner broke
Kasatkina’s serve
five times in a dom-
inant showing on
Thursday. It’s the
closest that
Andreescu has
come to a title since
she took time off to
recharge and work on her
mental health, missing the
Australian Open before re-
turning to the tour in
April.

The Canadian’s last title
win was her breakout U.S.
Open victory in 2019, and
her last final was in Miami
in April 2021. During that
time, Andreescu has devel-
oped her interests away
from the court, making
music and writing a chil-
dren’s book inspired by

her childhood on the ten-
nis court.

The 22-year-old
Andreescu will play
Simona Halep, whose
quick-fire 6-2, 6-1 win over
Amanda Anisimova puts
her in back-to-back semifi-
nals after reaching the last
four in Birmingham last
week.

Defending champion
Angelique Kerber lost for
the first time in Bad
Homburg as Alize Cornet
beat her 6-4, 2-6, 6-1.

Andreescu beats
Kasatkina for 

1st semifinal on grass

Palma, Jun 24 (AP): Top-
ranked Daniil Medvedev
will remain without a
title on grass
this season
after a
straight-set
loss to
R o b e r t o
Bautista Agut
in the quarter-
finals of the
M a l l o r c a
Championships.
Medvedev lost 6-3, 6-2
after entering the
match with an 8-2
record on the surface
for the year, with his
losses coming in con-
secutive finals in Germany
and the Netherlands.
Medvedev, who will not
play at Wimbledon be-
cause of the ban on
Russians over the war in
Ukraine, needed to come
from behind to get past
Aslan Karatsev in the
round of 16 on Wednesday.

Medvedev, the defending
champion in Mallorca, had
only one break opportuni-
ty against the 20th-ranked
Bautista Agut, who had ad-
vanced without having to

play in the last 16 because
Nick Kyrgios withdrew
with an abdominal injury.

It was the fourth win
against a No. 1 player for

the Spaniard, with his
three previous victo-
ries coming against
Novak Djokovic. I had
to play very good to
beat Daniil,” Bautista
Agut said. He’s the No.
1, the last champion
here in Mallorca. He
just beat me a few
days ago. I played a re-
ally complete match.
Medvedev had beaten

Bautista Agut in two
sets in the quarterfinals
in Germany last week.
Bautista Agut will play
in the semifinals against

Antoine Bellier, a 303rd-
ranked Swiss qualifier

who got past Tallon
Griekspoor of the
Netherlands 5-7, 7-6
(5), 6-2. Bellier be-
came the lowest-
ranked semifinalist
since then-No. 335
Juan Manuel
Cerundolo tri-
umphed in
Cordoba in 2021.

Medvedev loses to Bautista
Agut in Mallorca quarterfinals

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

India captain Savita
feels there is no dearth of
motivation and confidence
in the national women’s
hockey team as it eyes a
historic podium finish at
the upcoming World Cup.

The top FIH tournament
will be jointly hosted by
the Netherlands and Spain
from July 1 to 17.

India finished a historic
fourth at the Olympics last
year and Savita said the
Tokyo Games had instilled
a belief that they can
match the best in the busi-
ness on the biggest stage.

“Our performance in
Tokyo gave us the belief
that we can finish on the
podium in global events,”
Savita said.

“Post Olympics, we re-
aligned our focus on tak-
ing our performance to the
next level. We channelled
our energy into doing well
in the FIH Pro League and
finishing third in this
prestigious league has
given us a boost ahead of
the World Cup.”

Indian women’s best-

ever result at the World
Cup is a fourth place finish
in the inaugural edition in
1974. In the 2018 tourna-
ment, India secured the
eighth spot.

India’s splendid show in
Tokyo has changed the
face of women’s hockey in
the country. Featuring in
its debut FIH Pro League,
the Indian women gave big
shots like the Netherlands
and Argentina tough
fights to finish a creditable
third. “The Indian

women’s hockey team has
never won a medal at the
World Cup and it is our
mission to make this
dream come alive this
time,” Savita said.

The ace goalkeeper said
playing and fighting to-
gether as a unit will be key
to success in the World
Cup.

“We are very excited to
play in the World Cup. We
just want to play as a team.
For us, the Olympics was a
great experience.

India can finish on podium
in hockey World Cup: Savita

Paris, Jun 24 (PTI):

Indian archers assured
themselves of a second
medal in the World Cup
Stage 3 with ace duo of
Abhishek Verma and
Jyothi Surekha Vennam
sailing into the compound
mixed team final here on
Friday.

A day after Deepika
Kumari and Co. cruised
into the final of recurve
women’s team event to
confirm their first medal
of the meet, the compound
mixed pair of Verma and
Jyothi followed suit, de-
feating Estonia’s Robin
Jaatma and Lisell Jaatma
156-151 in a lopsided semi-
final. The Indian duo will
face fifth seed France in
the compound mixed team
final on Saturday.

Making a comeback
after more than seven
months, world number 3
Jyothi, who was sidelined
in the Asian Games trial,
is also in the hunt for an
individual medal, having
advanced into the semi-
final. A day after Lisell
gave Jyothi a tough fight

in the individual quarter-
final, the Estonian along
with her teammate Robin
failed to create much pres-
sure and slipped behind
after the Indian pair had a
perfect first round.

Maintaining their con-
sistency, Verma and Jyothi
extended their lead to five
points in the third round
that proved decisive, even
as their rivals levelled it
38-38 in the final set of ar-
rows. Having got a bye into
the pre-quarters, third
seeded India began their
mixed team campaign
eliminating Puerto Rico
by a handsome eight-point
margin (158-150).

In the quarters, the
Indian duo faced their
stiffest challenge from El
Salvador’s Roberto
Hernandez and Sofia Paiz
who stretched it to shoot-
off.

But Verma and Jyothi
kept their calm to oust
their 11th seed opponents,
drilling in an X which
made the difference in the
shoot-off after their final
scoreline read an identical
155-155 (19-19).

Archery World Cup Stage 3

Compound mixed pair make final,
confirm second medal for India
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LAC visit
LLeehh:: Northern Army com-
mander Lt Gen Upendra
Dwivedi visited forward
areas along the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) in
the eastern Ladakh sector
and reviewed operational
preparedness of troops,
officials said on
Friday.Officials said Lt
Gen Dwivedi on Thursday
visited forward areas at
Lukung in eastern Ladakh
and also reviewed induc-
tion of new weapons and
equipment.

Niti CEO
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Former
Drinking Water and
Sanitation Secretary
Parameswaran Iyer, who
spearheaded the Swachh
Bharat Mission, was on
Friday appointed as the
CEO of Niti Aayog,
according to a govern-
ment order. He will
replace Amitabh Kant,
who will demit office on
June 30. Iyer has been
appointed for two years
or until further orders,
whichever is earlier, the
personnel ministry order
stated.

Twitter withholds 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Twitter has
withheld the account of C J
Werleman, a columnist
who writes on
Islamophobia and issues
such as conflict and terror-
ism, at the request of the
Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting. “@cjw-
erleman’s account has
been withheld in India in
response to a legal
demand,” read a message
on the columnist’s Twitter
handle. 

Corruption charges
JJaammmmuu::  Jammu and
Kashmir administration on
Friday sacked nine govern-
ment employees, including
five officers, on corruption
charges. All the employees
have been sacked under
226(2) Article of Jammu
and Kashmir Civil Service
Regulations which allows
the administration to
retire government employ-
ees at any time after com-
pleting 22 years of service
or attaining the age of 48
years, an official said.

Bus collides 
LLaakkhhiimmppuurr  KKhheerrii::  At
least five people died
and around 12 were
injured when a bus col-
lided head-on with a
truck on the national
highway at Unchgaon-
Adlispur crossing under
the Isanagar Police
Station area on Friday
afternoon, police
said.According to the
police, the accident
occurred when the bus
driver while attempting
to overtake a pick-up
van collided with the
truck coming from the
opposite direction.
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Villagers carry potable
water in containers as they

wade through a flooded area
at Nilambazar village, in

Karimganj district, Friday.
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New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

The BJP-led NDA’s
nominee Droupadi
Murmu on Friday filed
her nomination papers for
the July 18 presidential
election, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
handing over the set of
papers to Returning
Officer P C Mody.

Murmu was also ac-
companied by union min-
isters Amit Shah, Rajnath
Singh, Nitin Gadkari and
Piyush Goyal, BJP presi-
dent J P Nadda and sever-
al chief ministers includ-
ing Yogi Adityanath,
Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
Manohar Lal Khattar, B S
Bommai, Bhupendra

Patel, Himanta Biswa
Sarma, Pushkar Singh
Dhami, Pramod Sawant
and N Biren Singh.

Besides the NDA leaders,
YSR Congress’ V Vijaysai
Reddy and BJD leader
Sasmit Patra, who are not
part of the alliance, were
also in Parliament to back
her nomination.

AIADMK leader O
Paneerselvam and M
Thambidurai, JD-U’s
Rajiv Ranjan Singh also
reached Parliament early.
Every set of nomination

has to have 50 proposers
and 50 seconders among
elected representatives.

Murmu, if elected, will
be the first tribal presi-
dent and the second
woman in the post. She
will also be the youngest
president ever, second
only to N Sanjeeva Reddy,
who was a few days elder
to her when he became
the President.

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Friday upheld the SIT’s
clean chit to then Gujarat
chief minister Narendra
Modi and 63 others in the
2002 riots and said there is
no tittle of material to
support the allegation
that violence after the
Godhra incident was a
pre-planned event” owing
to the conspiracy hatched
at the highest level in the
state. Bringing the cur-
tains down on the bid to
reopen the probe, the apex
court said the material
collected during the inves-
tigation does not give rise

to strong or grave suspi-
cion regarding hatching
of larger criminal con-
spiracy at the highest
level for causing mass vio-
lence against Muslims.
The top court said the pro-
ceedings in the matter
have been pursued since
2006 “to keep the pot boil-
ing, obviously, for ulterior
design. Suffice it to ob-
serve that there is no tittle
of material, much less
tangible material to sup-
port the plea of the appel-
lant that the Godhra inci-
dent unfolded on
February 27, 2002, and the
events which followed,
were a pre-planned event

owing to the criminal con-
spiracy hatched at the
highest level in the state, a
bench headed by Justice
A M Khanwilkar said in
its 452-page judgement,
which included annexure.
The bench, also compris-
ing Justices Dinesh
Maheshwari and C T
Ravikumar, dismissed a
plea by slain Congress
leader Ehsan Jafri’s wife
Zakia Jafri who had al-
leged a larger conspiracy
during the 2002 violence
and had challenged the
Gujarat High Court’s
October 5, 2017 order re-
jecting her petition
against the SIT decision.

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

The NHRC has issued
notices to the health de-
partment of the
Chhattisgarh government
and the Sukma district col-
lector over a report that a
tribal couple, whose baby
boy had died after delivery,
was left stranded without
an ambulance at a health
facility in Kankerlanka.

Issuing the notices, the
panel observed that the
contents of a media re-
port, if true, amount to vi-
olation human rights and
accordingly, asked the offi-
cers to submit a report

within four weeks, the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) said
in a statement on Friday.

The NHRC has issued
notices to the principal
secretary, health and fami-
ly welfare department,
government of
Chhattisgarh and the
Sukma district collector
after taking suo-motu cog-
nisance of a media report
that the tribal couple was
left stranded at a sub-
health centre in
Kankerlanka till past mid-
night, without getting an
ambulance to drop them
back home, it said.

According to the media re-
port published on June 22,
the woman, after the deliv-
ery of her child at the
Kankerlanka health cen-
tre, was referred to the
Sukma district hospital on
June 20. But the child died
on the way when the cou-
ple was being taken to the
hospital in an ambulance,
the statement said.

The ambulance driver
then dropped the couple
back at the sub-health cen-
tre. The couple was told
that another ambulance
will take them back to
their village but no vehicle
was arranged.

Mumbai, Jun 24 (PTI):
Digging in his heels,
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Friday ex-
pressed determination to
fight the political crisis grip-
ping his government and
took on cabinet minister
Eknath Shinde, saying the
rebel leader’s son is a Lok
Sabha MP and should his
son Aaditya Thackeray not
also grow politically as both

sides showed no signs of
backing down to break the
four-day-old impasse.
Thackeray said Shinde was
given the key department of
urban development which
is usually headed by the
chief minister of the day
and publicly blamed the op-
position BJP for the rebel-
lion in the Shiv Sena which
has threatened the stability
of his Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) coalition govern-

ment which also consists of
the NCP and the Congress.
In a virtual address to party
functionaries, the Shiv Sena
president said he was not
worried over the defection
by MLAs as he considers
them “fruits and flowers of
a tree which have been
blighted by disease”. “You
make take the fruits and
flowers of tree. But till the
roots (rank and file) are
strong, I need not worry.

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):
Tapan Kumar Deka, the
“crisis man” who was put
in charge of the counter-
assaults during the 26/11
Mumbai attack, was on
Friday appointed the
Director of the
Intelligence Bureau (IB)
while the tenure of
Samant Goel, who has
been heading the Research
and Analysis Wing
(R&AW), has been extend-
ed by one more year.

Deka, who has been han-
dling the operations wing
of the IB, takes over as the

new chief for a tenure of
two years, according to an
official order issued by the
Personnel Ministry. He is a
1988 batch officer from the
Himachal Pradesh cadre.

He takes over from
Arvinda Kumar, who will
demit his office on June 30
after getting a one-year ex-
tension last year.

The fate of A S Rajan, a
1987 batch IPS officer,
Special Director in IB,
whom Deka has supersed-
ed was not known yet. He
has a service tenure till
February next year.

WWaayyaannaadd  ((KKeerraallaa)),,  JJuunn  2244  ((PPTTII))::
A protest march of the SFI, the
students wing of ruling
CPI(M), against Congress MP
Rahul Gandhi’s office here on
Friday turned violent as a
group of protestors allegedly
entered the Lok Sabha mem-
ber’s office and vandalised it.
Police said the protest march
contained around 100
Students’ Federation of India
(SFI) activists and they barged
into the office. “There were
around 80-100 activists. As of
now, eight of them are under
custody. More police have been
deployed,” police told PTI. The
student organisation protested

alleging that Gandhi failed to
intervene in the issue of creat-
ing buffer zones around forests
in the hilly areas of Kerala.
Television channels aired visu-
als of a group of protestors cre-
ating ruckus inside the MP’s
office. Leader of Opposition V
D Satheesan sharply reacted to
the incident and said the attack
showed lawlessness and
“goondaism”. “Ghastly attack
by SFI goons at Rahul Gandhi’s
MP Office at Wayanad. It is
lawlessness and goondaism.
CPM has turned into an organ-
ised mafia. Strongly
Condemning the attack,” the
Congress leader tweeted.

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Friday sent to gallows a
man for kidnapping, rap-
ing, and killing a seven-
and-half-year-old mentally
and physically challenged
girl in 2013, saying the
crime was of the nature of
extreme depravity which
shocks the conscience and
left no other option but to
confirm the death sen-
tence .

Condemned convict
Manoj Pratap Singh, then
28 years of age, had kid-
napped the physically and
mentally challenged
minor girl in front of her
parents from their fruit
and vegetable vending
cart on January 17, 2013,
brutally raped her at a se-
cluded place before killing

her by smashing the head
in Rajsamand district,
Rajasthan. We may sum
up thus: In the case of the
present nature, the crime
had been of extreme de-
pravity, which shocks the
conscience, particularly
looking to the target (a
seven-and-a-half-year old
mentally and physically
challenged girl) and then,
looking to the manner of
committing murder,
where the hapless victim’s
head was literally
smashed, resulting in
multiple injuries includ-
ing a fracture of frontal
bone..., said a bench of
Justices A M Khanwilkar,
Dinesh Maheshwari and
C T Ravikumar while up-
holding the Rajasthan
High Court’ verdict con-
firming the death penalty.

The bench rejected the
contention that in the
case, hinging on circum-
stantial evidence, the
death penalty should not
be awarded saying that if
the conviction can be sus-
tained on such proof then
the extreme penalty can
also be imposed depend-
ing on the nature of the of-
fence.

In the present case,
where all the elements
surrounding the offence
as also all the elements
surrounding the offender
cut across the balance
sheet of aggravating and
mitigating circumstances,
we are clearly of the view
that there is absolutely no
reason to commute the
sentence of death to any
other sentence of lesser
degree.

Droupadi Murmu files nomination
papers for presidential election

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  NDA presidential nominee Droupadi Murmu on
Friday called up some key opposition leaders, including
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi, NCP’s Sharad Pawar and West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, and sought their sup-
port for her candidature. Sources said she called them up per-
sonally and spoke to them before filing her nomination for the
July 18 presidential election. All the three leaders expressed
their best wishes to her, sources said.

NDA candidate Droupadi
Murmu while filing her
nomination papers for
presidential election, in
New Delhi, Friday.

Guj riots: SC upholds 
SIT clean chit to Modi

Apex Court says no material to support violence pre-planned

Tapan Kumar Deka
made IB chief

Samant Goel gets another year as R&AW chief

NHRC notice to Chh’garh health for 
non-availability of ambulance for tribal couple

Rahul Gandhi’s office in Wayanad
attacked during protest march

8 SFI activists in custody

Thackeray takes on Shinde

‘Your son is MP, should my son
also not grow politically?’

One more Shiv Sena MLA joins rebel Shinde’s camp
Mumbai: The Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv Sena suffered yet another
setback as one more party MLA has joined the camp of rebel legis-
lators headed by minister Eknath Shinde in Assam.A video of MLA
Dilip Lande entering the luxury hotel in Guwahati, where the party
rebels have been camping for the past few days, was shared by
Shinde’s office here on Friday.

Shiv Sena workers 

vandalize board at rebel

MLA’s office
Mumbai: Shiv Sena workers on
Friday vandalized a board outside
the office of party MLA Mangesh
Kudalkar who is part of the group
of rebel legislators led by senior
Maharashtra minister Eknath
Shinde, police said. Kudalkar rep-
resents the Kurla assembly con-
stituency in the city. 

Pawar meets Uddhav 
Mumbai: NCP president Sharad
Pawar on Friday evening met
Maharashtra Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray at the latter’s
residence amid the political crisis
caused by Sena leader Eknath
Shinde’s rebellion. State NCP pres-
ident Jayant Patil and Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar accompanied
Pawar as he arrived at
`Matoshree’, Thackeray’s private
residence in Bandra area.

SC awards death to man for kidnapping, raping &
killing physically & mentally challenged minor

Maharashtra Minister Aaditya

Thackeray flashes victory sign as

he comes out of Sena Bhavan

after a meeting, at Dadar, in

Mumbai, Friday.

Bhilai, Jun 24: Mansa
College, Bhilai has been
conducting various time-
tested training camps for
the last several years free
of cost. In this sequel, this
year the Department of
Physical Education in as-
sociation with Elite Karate
Academy a free Karate and
Yoga training camp was in-
augurated on June 06, 2022.
The camp being organised
every day in the college
premises  in the morning
from 06:30 hrs to 07:30 hrs
will conclude after 16 days.
Director of Mansa College
RBS Saxena and Principal
Dr Smita Saxena were spe-
cially present at the open-
ing.

RBS Saxena highlighted
the importance of yoga
and karate, while Dr Smita
Saxena said that Yoga has
become important for the
physical well being today.
It has become very impor-
tant for health, similarly

karate from the point of
view of self-defense is of
vital importance. She also
urged the participants to
combine yoga and karate
as well as encouraged
them to choose it as a ca-
reer. The camp has won
good response as a result
of this, on the fourth day
about 29 participants reg-
istered and participated in
the camp.

Karate instructor Nand
Kishore is providing
coaching in using best
technique. He said that in
the present time, whether
it is a boy or a girl, Karate
provides a new direction

in protection through self-
defense.

The training in basics of
yoga is being provided by
yoga instructor
Tikeshwar Sahu. BP Ed
students Kumar Sanu,
Satyavati, Diksha,
Geetanjali, Jharna,
Bhumika, Rakhi,
Mitheleshwari, Shantanu
Lal provide full coopera-
tion in the camp. It has
been seen and people of all
sections are actively par-
ticipating in the training.
The faculty and students
of the college are also par-
ticipating in this yoga
camp.
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Bhilai, Jun 24: The NSS
Unit of Chhattisgarh
Agriculture College cele-
brated International Yoga
Day with great enthusi-
asm. NSS volunteers and
students of BSc (Agri)

Final Year participated in
the mass yoga pro-
gramme. They practiced
various Yoga Aasanas and
Pranayams as per the pro-
tocol. NSS Programme
Officer Vivek Pandey and
Principal S Roy were pres-
ent in the programme.

Mayank, Premlata,
Renuka, Seema,
Indeshwari, Anamika,
Harsh, Yodeep, Abhishek,
Muntazir, Arman, Aniket,
Jitendra, Jaiprakash,
Jaiprakash and other stu-
dents participated in the
programme.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 24: A motor-
bike expedition from
Bhilai to Leh-Ladakh with
four bikers including
three serving employees
and one retired employee
of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
was flagged off on Friday,
June 24, 2022 by Director
I/c Bhilai Steel Plant,
Anirban Dasgupta. The
bikers would be spreading
the message of environ-
ment protection and con-
servation among rural
population, on their way
to Leh-Ladakh and back.

Devendra Kumar Singh,
Master Operator cum
Technician in the Plant's
Universal Rail Mill,
Rajesh Sharma, Operator
in Water Management

Dept, Tekaram Sahu,
Senior Technician in
Machine Shop 3 and
Navin Kumar Singh, who
retired as Master
Technician in Steel
Melting Shop 1 will cover
a distance of 6663 kilome-
ter from Bhilai to Leh-
Ladakh and back over a
period of one month,
starting June 24 and end-
ing July 24, 22.

Sporting T-shirts with

a logo specially designed
for the expedition, the
bikers are carrying with
them posters with mes-
sages of water conserva-
tion, tree plantation, haz-
ards posed to environ-
ment by single-use plastic
bags which they would be
putting up in their stop-
over areas. They are also
carrying with them large
number of seeds of dif-
ferent trees which they

would be scattering in
barren areas along the
way. They are also carry-
ing cloth bags which they
plan to give away at
dhabas on their way.

Interestingly, besides
the retired employee,
Navin Kumar Singh, all
the three serving employ-
ees in the 4-member
group are aged above 50.
Flagging off the expedi-
tion, Director I/c Bhilai

Steel Plant, Anirban
Dasgupta wished them a
safe journey.

Present on the occasion
were Dr SK Issar, ED
(M&HS), KK Singh, ED I/c
P&A, AK Bhatta, ED (MM),
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works),
Tapan Sutradhar, ED
Mines), S Mukhopadhyay,
ED (Projects), other senior
officers including CGM
( E n v i r o n m e n t
Management Dept), DL
Moitra and other members
of Environment
Management Dept, Sports,
Recreation & Civic
Amenities Dept, Personnel
& Admin Dept, Public
Relations Dept and large
number of employees and
well-wishers. Family mem-
bers of the bikers were also
present on the occasion.

Karate & Yoga training camp
organised at Mansa College

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 24: Durg
District Administration
has worked appreciably
for speedy disposal of the
revenue related matters.
The administration man-
aged to considerably re-
duce the pendency of de-
marcation applications by
disposing of more than
90% cases within the time
frame.

It needs to be mentioned
here that while reviewing
of revenue cases, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
had directed the officers to
settle the demarcation
cases within the time
limit and conduct the pro-
ceedings speedily by pro-

viding appointments for
site visits, etc on the earli-
est possible date.

In compliance with the
CM's order, the Durg
District Administration
conducted the proceed-
ings on war footing and
more than 90 percent
cases were settled within
the time frame.

From the month of
January till June this
year, 3116 cases / applica-
tions were received for de-
marcation. Of these, 2811
cases were disposed of
within the time limit.
Only 93 cases are pending
beyond the deadline.

Giving information in
this regard, Additional
Collector Padmini Bhoi
said that on the instruc-
tions of Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, a list of demarca-
tion cases was collected
from all the courts. Time

limit was fixed for speedy
disposal of these cases.
Further, the proceedings
were continuously moni-
tored. Apart from this, the
nodal officers also visited
the revenue courts regu-
larly to check the progress
of the demarcation relat-
ed works.

These initiatives yield-
ed good results and the de-
marcation cases were set-
tled swiftly. She further in-

formed that during a re-
view meeting of the rev-
enue officers, Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure had instructed to
ensure maximum disposal
of demarcation cases by
June 15.

Thereafter, review meet-
ings of revenue officers
were held every week.
Nodal officers were ap-
pointed for monitoring of
every Revenue Court. The

demarcation related cases
were reviewed in all the
courts. Serious attention
was given to the courts
where expected progress
was not seen and instruc-
tions were given to dis-
pose of the cases expedi-
tiously. These efforts made
a good impact and most of
the demarcation related
matters were disposed of
within the time frame.

In Durg block, 1739 ap-
plications were received
out of which 1578 applica-
tions have been disposed
of. In Dhamdha block, 580
applications were received
out of which 543 were dis-
posed of. In Patan block,
797 applications were re-
ceived out of which 690 ap-
plications were disposed
of. The percentage of dis-
posal of applications was
90.74 in Durg, 93.62 in
Dhamdha and 86.57 in
Patan.

Webinar on International
Olympic Day organized in
St. Thomas College, Bhilai

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  2244:: Sports
Department of St Thomas
College and IQAC jointly or-
ganized Webinar on the topic
"Role of India in Olympic
Games" on occasion of
International Olympic Day on
June 23, 2022. The chief Guest
and Keynote Speaker of this
webinar was Dr Naresh Diwan,
Senior Sports Officer from
Hemchand Yadav
Vishwavidyalaya, Durg. In his
talk he discussed the Origin
and History of Olympic Games
and said that sports are having
very important place in our
daily life. A healthy mind stays
in a healthy body so we should
also give time for sports in our
daily routine life according to
our personal capacity and age
so that we can be fit in both
mental and physical manner.
Along with this he addressed

all the youngsters and said
that if you are a brilliant player
then you can select your best
career in the sports field also.
Sports Officer of College
Kailash Narayan Verma
thanked Naresh Diwan and
told that definitely this webi-
nar will be helpful for the stu-
dents. Principal of College Dr
MG Roymon and Administrator
Rev Fr Dr Joshi Varghese con-
gratulated to the organizing
committee for successful we-
binar. In this webinar a total of
86 participants registered and
participated including Dr
Debjani Mukherjee IQAC
Coordinator, HOD'S from all
other departments, faculty
members and students. Maju
Joy,Assistant Professor
Department of Education pro-
vided technical assistance for
the webinar. 

NDRF conducts flood rescue drill with hi-tech gear 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 24: The entire
nation witnessed and ap-
preciated the NDRF team
which rescued Rahul from
the borewell in Jangjir in a
skilled and professional
manner. The members of
this team and the jawans of
Home Guards conducted a
flood rescue mock drill in
River Shivnath on Friday.

During the drill, the res-
cue team got information
about a man trapped in
the flooding river. The
team responded immedi-
ately and reached the spot

with its hi-tech equip-
ment. A squad entered
into the river with a boat
while the second squad
stayed on the banks for
making preparations for
life saving drugs, etc.

The jawans wearing life
jackets entered into the
water in the middle of the
river and rescued the
trapped man. He was
brought to the banks of
the river and given basic
first aid for revival. The
entire rescue operation
was conducted in a hi-tech
manner. The team of
NDRF and SDRF along

with the Home Guards
took part in this rescue op-
eration mock drill.

Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure was also present
during this mock drill.
Rescue team officials in-
formed that hi-tech equip-
ment and gear were used
to complete the operation.
Electronic cutters were
used in flood disasters.

They also displayed the
use of emergency light
system. Since the man
trapped in the water has
swallowed a lot of water,
the team applied a special

technique for rescue.
Appreciating the team,
Collector Dr Bhure said
that the jawans displayed
superb skills within half
an hour.

Certainly the work done
by the team in rescuing
Rahul from the bore well
in Janjgir was fantastic.
The Chief Minister had
also praised the team for
this operation. The entire
team deserves apprecia-
tion for staying available to
respond swiftly and strate-
gically during crisis.

The mock drill took
place on the banks of river

Shivnath. Durg district is
less vulnerable to floods
but one should always be
prepared for any such situ-
ation. Collector asked the
team to stay alert always
as apart from Durg, they
could be needed in the
nearby districts.

A large number of peo-
ple had gathered to witness
the method of evacuation
of the victims in case of
flood disaster. They over-
saw the practical strategies
applied during such disas-
ters. It needs to be men-
tioned here that all prepa-
rations have been made to

deal with the flood disaster
in the district.

A control room has start-
ed working to monitor the
situation round the clock.
In case of an emergency
like flood, safe shelter has
also been identified for the
people living in low-lying
areas and preparations
have been completed in the
direction of providing food
items, medicines etc.
Additional Collector
Arvind Ekka, Joint
Collector Yogita Devangan,
Praveen Verma and Sub-
Divisional Officer Mukesh
Rawate were also present.

90 percent cases of demarcation 
disposed of within time frame 

p Only 93 cases 
pending beyond 
the time limit 

Motorbike Expedition from Bhilai to Leh-Ladakh flagged off Chhattisgarh Agriculture 
College celebrates Yoga Day

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 24: MLA
Devendra Yadav took a
class of BMC officers and
reprimanded them for
negligence in civic ameni-
ties. He instructed the
Zone Commissioner to get
the work completed imme-
diately. He further in-
structed to issue a notice
to the concerned Sub
Engineer.

It needs to be mentioned
here that Devendra has
reached Ward 38 Sonia
Gandhi Nagar in
Khursipar to conduct
bhoomipujan for con-
struction of Jyoti Kalash
room at a cost of Rs 5
lakhs. Hundreds of ward
residents attended the pro-
gramme. Later, MLA
Devendra Yadav interact-
ed with the locals and in-

quired about the problems
of the ward. The people
appraised him about
water woes. Meanwhile,
an elderly woman com-
plained about the tap con-
nection. The old lady stat-
ed that she had applied for
a tap connection several
months ago but the tap
has not been installed yet.
On coming to know about

the sheer negligence,
MLA Devendra Yadav got
angry and reprimanded
the sub-engineer for delay
in providing tap connec-
tion. He instructed the
Zone Commissioner to
serve a notice to the Sub
Engineer. He added that if
the work is not done with-
in the time frame, serve
the second notice and

issue suspension order to
the concerned sub engi-
neer.

Later, Devendra visited
different localities in the
area and got appraised
with the problems of the
people. He expressed ire
on the Zone
Commissioner and asked
him to avoid leniency and
take strict action against

the negligent officers.
During the ward tour, a

person approached MLA
Devendra Yadav with his
Divyang child. When
Devendra asked, Divyang
demanded a wheelchair.
MLA Devendra immedi-
ately bought a wheelchair
and gifted it to the divyang
child. As the official ap-
proval proceedings con-
sume a lot of time, he im-
mediately purchased a
wheelchair from a med-
ical store and provided it
to the Divyang child.

During the visit, anoth-
er old woman complained
that the drains were not
being cleaned and the
sewer water entered her
home. Devendra inspected
the spot and used strict
words to instruct the offi-
cials for cleaning the
drains immediately.

Devendra grills BMC officers over delay in providing tap connectionStill the world is ‘HEAVEN’ 
but needs re-fabrication 

H uman Limits,
Liberties, rights and

responsibilities needs to be
re-defined Globally as the
rootcause of all the Global
miseries and problems
across the world is only due
to the 'MISUSE' and 'MISIN-
TERPRETATIONS'  of
these terms continuously
by majority of the coun-
tries, Law-making Bodies,
and to some extent by the
so called policy makers of
Number of countries.

We all firmly believe on
the universal Truth that-
change is the law of Nature
then why not such impor-
tant aspects to be relooked,
redefined and re-structured
at short intervals in a span
of five to ten years so as to
match with mindset of the

people, needs of the people
and above all our prime ob-
jective to establish Global
peace by raising the bar of
'GLOBAL PEACE INDEX'.

In order to implement
the above chain of consoli-
dated and Integrated posi-
tive thoughts each and
every country must re-
frame the contents from
very grassroot level say
from kindergarten school
to high profile portfolios

upto the Top political lead-
ership of the countries to
be planned in such a way as
we plan for Rocket-
Launching from
Launching pads to the or-
bits where ultimately pay-
loads to be landed success-
fully. In this way the fabric
of the Human societies to
be knitted and given shape
for the Global peace and
sustainable quality of
Human life across the
world.

TThhee  AAuutthhoorr  iiss  FFuullbbrriigghhtt
SScchhoollaarr//pprreesseennttllyy  PPrriinncciippaall,,

TTAATTAA  DDAAVV  PPuubblliicc  SScchhooooll,,
SSoonnaaddiihh  

BBAALLOODDAA  BBAAZZAARR  ((CCGG))..  
((TThhee  NNoottiioonnssaanndd  iiddeeaass  iinn  tthhiiss
aarrttiiccllee  eexxpprreesssseedd  aarree  oorriiggiinnaall

tthhoouugghhttss  ooff  tthhee  aauutthhoorr))..

Rajshekhar Rao
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COLOURING OF ‘RATH’

Children are busy in colouring and re-decorating the mobile ‘Rath’ and temple with all
three deities for the Jagannath Rathyatra in coming days.

IMC Digital Award to Ch’garh Assembly

Raipur, Jun 24: The IMC
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries has pre-
sented prestigious IMC
Digital Award, 2021 to e-
question and e-answer ap-
plication conducted in the
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly, at a programme
organised at the national
level in Mumbai.

Assembly Speaker Dr
Charan Das Mahant has
congratulated all mem-
bers of legislative assem-
bly, executive and National
Informatics Centre for this
achievement.

Notices on questions are
sent online by the mem-
bers of legislative assem-
bly through e-question and
e-answer application, de-
veloiped by NIC
Chhattisgarh under coor-
dination and direction of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
and the answers of all the

above questions are also
sent online by the con-
cerned departments for
the purposes of environ-
mental protection and
time saving. The e-ques-
tion and e-answer applica-
tion has been developed in
accordance with the initia-
tive of GO-GREEN.

Considering benefit of
this innovative initiative
and effort made by the
Chhattisgarh Assembly
the IMC Chamber of
Commerce and Industries
has found it deserving for
the award.

Sourabh Dubey
(Scientist-C), Jyoti
Sharma (Scientist-B) and
Vinay Srivas (Senior
Programmer) from NIC
and Sudhir Sharma
(Additional Secretary)
from Chhattisgarh
Assembly received the
award on behalf of
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly at the award dis-
tribution programme held
in Mumbai.

Painting exhibition of Shivansh, Ishant today
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 24: A photo
exhibition of Shivansh
Agrawal and Ishant
Agrawal and plant exhibi-
tion by Archana Agrawal
will be on display in the
Art Gallery near Guru
Ghasidas Museum near
Rajbhavan from June 25
to 27. In this exhibition,
the visitors will get to see
more than 100 paintings.
The Plant Exhibition by
Archana Agrawal will
also be on display and it
will start on June 25 at the
hands of grand-mother of
Shivansh viz. Vijyadevi
Agrawal at 11:00 am. Here
the portrait, canvass,
charcoal, pencil work and

water colour paintings of
Shivansh will be the cen-
tre of attraction.

It is notable here that
Shivansh and Ishant have
placed 95 paintings prior
to this exhibition and it
was organised five years
back. From the sales of
painting through this ex-

hibition, both have decid-
ed to donate the funds for
the needy and will also
distribute pen, pencils,
books and copies to needy
children. Duo informed
that their grand-father
Manganlal Agrawal and

Grandmother Vijaydevi,
father Dr Ashish
Agrawal, mother
Archana Agrawal have
assisted them in prepar-
ing these paintings and
hopefully it will be a suc-
cess.

Administration cracks down on fertiliser black-marketing

Raipur, Jun 24: After ac-
tion on illegal sand min-
ing, Collector Sourabh
Kumar has now taken ac-
tion against black-market-
ing of chemical fertilisers.
Taking serious note of re-
ports published in a sec-
tion of newspapers about
fertiliser black marketing
and sale at higher prices,
the Collector directed all
the SDMs and agriculture
officers on Friday morn-
ing to take strict action
against such activities.

Acting on instruction of
Collector the agricultural
officers raided seven
Krishi Kendras of the dis-
trict and sealed a shop.
Notices have been issued
to the remaining six
Krishi Kendras and seed
storage centers on irregu-

larities. The replies to the
notices have also been
sought within three days.

‘Farming activities have
begun with the onset of
monsoon. In such a situa-
tion farmers may face a lot
of inconvenience due to
shortage of fertilizers and
selling fertilizers at high
prices, farmers may face a
lot of inconvenience.
Taking this in mind the
Collector instructed the of-
ficials to investigate the re-
ports about fertiliser black

marketing and sale at
higher prices’, said
District Deputy Director
Agriculture RK Kashyap.

For the convenience of
the farmers, the Collector
instructed to investigate
all the Krishi Kendras and
seed storage centers in the
district.

Unauthorised sale of
fertiliser and pesticide in
absence of licensee propri-
etor was seen during in-
spection at Kisan Beej
Bhandar (farmers’ seed

storage) in Samoda of
Arang development block,
informed Kashyap.

The storage was sealed
immediately for non-com-
pliance of the norms men-
tioned in the license is-
sued to the shop and no-
tice was issued to the li-
censee proprietor.

The Deputy Director in-
formed that a surprise
check was also conducted
at Sahu Krishi Kendra of
Kagdehi and Brijlal Krishi
Kendra of Arang block.
The Flying squad raided
Gulati Krishi Kendra and
Vishal Krishi Kendra of
Abhanpur block.
Similarly, Rathi Krishi
Kendra Nevra in Tilda
block and Om Krishi
Kendra Dondekala in
Dharsiwan block were
also inspected.

The flying squad on-
served non-compliance of
the norms mentioned in
the license issued in all the
agriculture centers and
negligence in the storage

and sale of seeds, fertiliz-
ers and pesticides.

License renewal, Stock
book, Price list display,
matching of the physical
stock of available fertilis-
ers with POS machine,
matching of sold materi-
als with bill book, source
certificate, validity of pes-
ticides as well as the
method of storage of
seeds and fertilizers were
inspected.

All the shops were is-
sued notices for negli-
gence and irregularities
and replies were sought in
three days. Officers in fly-
ing squad also instructed
the shopkeepers to sell fer-
tilizers and seeds only at
the prescribed price.
Officials also warned that
strict action will be taken
if complaints were re-
ceived from farmers about
sale of seeds, fertilizers or
pesticides at prices higher
than the fixed price dur-
ing the current Kharif
season.

‘Hold events centred on
Mahatma Gandhi in all districts’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 24 (PTI):
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday directed art and
culture organisations to
hold programmes based
on the life of Mahatma
Gandhi in all district head-
quarters of the state.

While chairing a meet-
ing of the Chhattisgarh
Culture Council at his offi-
cial residence here, the
chief minister said events
based on folk art and cul-
ture should not be limited
to the capital Raipur,
rather they should be or-
ganised in all divisional

headquarters to make peo-
ple acquainted with the
rich heritage of the state, a
government statement
said.

Baghel extensively dis-
cussed the future action
plan of the culture council
and sanctioned Rs 4.93
crore for 127 programmes
of literature, art, tribal
and folk-art academies,
Chhattisgarh Film
D e v e l o p m e n t
C o r p o r a t i o n ,

Chhattisgarh Rajbhasha
Ayog and Chhattisgarh
Sindhi Academy, it said.

“Programmes and
workshops centred on the
personality and work of
Mahatma Gandhi should
be held at all divisional
headquarters of the state.
Similarly, events based on
folk art and culture should
not be limited to the capi-
tal only, rather they
should be replicated in all
the divisional headquar-

ters,” the release quoted
Baghel as saying.

Such events should be
decentralised in order to
propagate the rich folk art
and culture of the state
among the masses, he
said. Baghel also directed
officials to draft a proposal
to open a music and dance
college in Raigarh district
on the lines of Indira
Sangeet and Kala
University Khairagarh
(Rajnandgaon district).

Baghel directs 
culture bodies 

Raids on Krishi
Kendras 

One shop sealed,
notice issued to six

Accounts manager
embezzles funds

worth lakh
Working in a private 

5-star hotel

Raipur, Jun 24: The ac-
count manager of a five-
star hotel in Telibandha
area of capital city is ab-
sconding after embezzle-
ment of funds worth
lakh. Telibandha police
has filed a case and taken
the matter under investi-
gation.

Actually the accounts
manager of Sayaji Hotel
in Telibandha Siddharth
Trivedi by taking the
entire amount from
the customer and de-
positing it in the
Hotel’s account had
run away with embez-
zlement of funds
worth Rs 30 lakh.
Telibandha police has
filed a case of cheating,
theft and others under
various section against
him and taken the mat-
ter under investigation.

For its e-question
and e-answer
Application 

Mungeli, Jun 24: In view
of shortage of petrol and
diesel in the district, the
local district administra-
tion took a major action.
The Food department con-
ducted raid at Sai Petrol
Pump in the city and
seized petrol and diesel
worth Rs 28 lakh. Out of
this, 13,690 lts was petrol
and 14,515 lts was diesel.

It is notable here that
the above action was
taken in violation of gov-

ernment rules and for
the irregularities. The
Food department has reg-
istered a case and pro-
duced it in Collector’s
court. This particular ac-
tion has created sensa-
tion among other petrol
pump owners in the re-
gion. The department in-
formed that the petrol
pump doing irregulari-
ties and not ensuring
smooth supply of petrol
or diesel will face action.

Petrol, diesel worth 
Rs 28 lakh seized

For violating government rules

Raipur, Jun 24: The Police
has finally nabbed the ac-
cused involved in theft of
sports bike from a show-
room in Lodhipara area of
city. Actually the accused
was the one working in the
showroom itself and he was
having desire to ride a sports
bike and stole the same.
Pandri Police was investigat-
ing into the matter and
nabbed the accused here on
Friday.

The accused Anubhav
Kashyap used to work in RC
Motor’s located at Lodhipara
Chowk, in Pandri area. He
wanted to ride a costly
sports bike and so he stole
the R-15 bike from the show-
room. It was based upon
complaint by the Showroom
Manager Rajesh Jain that
the police lodged a case and
managed to arrest Anubhav

and seized the bike stolen
from him.

Showroom Manager
Rajesh Jain informed that
Anubhav joined the show-
room just few days back and
in-between he took holiday
saying that he has to study.
By this time he has already
made up plans for stealing a
bike from the showroom. In-
between he somehow ob-
tained the key of the godown
of the showroom located
near Mowa under-bridge. He
went to the godown and stole
the bike and ran away.

On joining the showroom,
the management was having
some information about
Abubhav and with this he
was traced and arrested. The
accused is resident of
Bilaspur and the police ar-
rested him from Bilaspur it-
self. Anubhav informed that
he liked the bike very much
and therefore he had stolen
it. He was planning to leave
the city and before this he
was nabbed.

One nabbed with
costly sports bike

Had stolen it from
showroom’s
godown as he was
fond of riding in it

Farasgaon, Jun 24:
Under the drive of ‘Nashe-
se-Azadi’ in Kondagaon
district, the Farasagaon
police managed to nab an
accused with 1.7 quintal
‘ganja’ worth Rs 5 lakh
from his possession.
Farasagaon police has
filed a case under
Narcotics Act against the
accused and taking rest of
the further action against
him.

Actually few days back,
Inspector Bhapendra Sahu
joint as TI in Farasgaon
Thana on Kodagaon dis-
trict. After assuming of-
fice, he directed the offi-
cers and police personnel
under him to take firm ac-

tion against drug cartel
and smugglers. After this
many action were taken
against the drug peddlers.

It is notable here that
just few days back, the
Farasgaon police seized
cash worth Rs 80 lakh
being illegally transported
and nabbed two accused
involved in this inter-state
gang of illegal money
transactions in cash. In
this particular action, TI
Bhapendra Sahu, Sub-
Inspector Pramod Katlam,
Prahlad Yadav, Kishore
Prajapati, head constable
Salim Tigga, R Krishna
Sahu and other staff of
Farasgaon police played
an important role.

One nabbed with 1.7 quintal
‘Ganja’ worth Rs 5 lakh

Surajpur: In another
smuggling of ‘ganja’ two
sisters with ‘ganja’
worth Rs 2 lakh were

nabbed here on
Friday. The Police
informed that it
was on tip from
an informer that
Jayanagar Police
nabbed two sis-
ters on charges of
selling ‘ganja’.
They seized 10 kg
‘ganja’ worth Rs 2

lakh from their posses-
sion and taking action
under NDPS Act, sent
the two to jail.

Two sisters nabbed
with 10 kg ‘ganja’

Mahasamund, Jun 24:
Mahasamund police has
arrested total of six ac-
cused involved in looting
a watch company’s sales-
man of Rs 9 lakh posing
themselves as policemen.
The master-mind of this
entire incident is the old
driver of the watch trader,
who was ousted from the
job. On this the accused
wanted to take a revenge
and decided to loot him
along with his colleagues.
Police succeeded in nab-
bing the accused within
30 hours of the crime, by
conducting raids in
Raipur and other places.

It is notable here that
the salesman of a watch
trader from Raipur
Laxminarayan Dewangan

and his driver fell victim
of loot in Khallari area of
Mahasamund last on Jun
22. Some unknown
thieves in Bolero stopped
the salesman in the
Maruti car and took the
two to a jungle nearby and
holding them as bondage,
looted the two of cash
worth Rs 9 lakhs and ran
away.

It was on the basis of
the details disclosed by

the salesman and his driv-
er and about the white
Bolero vehicle, that the
police managed to corner
the accused. Khallari TI
informed that after identi-
fication of Bolero vehicle,
they started getting infor-
mation about the accused
in this case one after an-
other. It was on conduct-
ing raids at different
places that they managed
to nab the six accused

along with the master-
mind in this case – Manoj
Karwade, who is resident
of Bhatgaon Raipur and
had worked earlier as
driver with the company.
He was having complete
information about the
trader, movement of the
persons and collection of
cash. He was thrown out
of the job for being care-
less and to which he want-
ed to settle the issue. He
along with other five
friends decided to loot and
succeeded in doing so on
Jun 22.

The Police has recov-
ered cash of Rs 5. 90 lakh
and the Bolero vehicle
used in the crime and
nabbed five accused viz.
Manoj Karwade, Sanjay
Yadav, Abhishekh Kumar,
Suresh Kaushal, Rajesh
Soni and one more ac-
cused and producing
them in the court, sent all
six to jail.

Six nabbed in looting incident 
with watch salesman

Recovered cash of
Rs 5.90 lakh and
Bolero vehicle used
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HUGE RUSH

With cancellation of many trains and delay in arrival of others, the passengers are made to wait for long, creating
huge rush at the platform these days.

VC Dr. Chandel inaugurates seed
selling center cum storage house

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  2244:: The Vice
Chancellor of Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University, Dr.
Girish Chandel, during her stay
at Jagdalpur, visited the
Agricultural College and
Research Center, Horticulture
College and Research Center
and Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Jagdalpur operating under the
University. On this occasion,
Vice Chancellor Dr. Girish
Chandel attended the closing
ceremony of the two-day state
level workshop organised by
the important project of
Chhattisgarh Government
“Chirag” at Shaheed Gunddhur
Agricultural College and
Research Center (SGACRC) as
the chief guest. During the con-
cluding ceremony of the state
level workshop, he guided the
Technical Suggestion Agency
(TSA) team of the Chirag proj-
ect and the state level steering
committee and field officials
for the successful operation of
the Chirag project. After this,
the newly constructed seed
selling center cum storage
house was inaugurated under
the small grain project of Krishi
Vigyan Kendra Jagdalpur locat-
ed in the premises of
Agriculture College. Vice
Chancellor Dr. Girish Chandel

also inspected the smart class
located in the college and
interacted with the students of
the first year and gave neces-
sary instructions to the teach-
ers regarding the academic
activities. 

During the visit, Vice
Chancellor Dr. Chandel
inspected the soil testing lab,
computer lab and labs operat-
ing in all the departments and
library of the college and gave
necessary directions to all the
concerned officers. After this,
Vice Chancellor Dr. Chandel
visited the All India Dairy
Farming Project, Palm
Research Project, Tuber Crop
Research Project and Tikhur
Processing Unit and appreciat-
ed the work carried out there. 

Dr. Chandel planted coconut
saplings of ‘Kera Bastar’

species in the nursery located
in the college campus and
gave guidance for the success-
ful operation of the field plan-
tation. During the visit, he vis-
ited the small grain processing
unit, tissue culture lab and
mushroom production unit
located in the college and gave
directions to strengthen these
units. 

On this occasion, Director
Research Services Dr. Vivek
Tripathi, Dean Agriculture
College, Jagdalpur Dr. RS
Netam, Dean Horticulture
College Jagdalpur Dr. A.K.
Thakur, Senior Scientist of
Krishi Vigyan Kendra,
Jagdalpur Dr. S.K. Nag along
with professors, scientists and
employees of the college and
Krishi Vigyan Kendra were
present.

Immense potential for production
of Green Automative Fuel in 

State:  Dr. Dwivedi

Raipur, Jun 24: Dr.
Deepak Dwivedi, Dean,
Rajiv Gandhi Institute of
Petroleum, Technology,
Amethi, inaugurated the
Development of New
Sustainable (Corrosion
Resistant) Biogas Plant
Integrated with
Vermicomposting Unit
suitable for Chhattisgarh
and Stabilizing the Facility
of Green Automotive Fuel
at the headquarters of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Environment Protection
Board here on Thursday.

Giving his presentation
on Production in
Chhattisgarh integrating
Narva, Ghurva, Garuwa,
Bari scheme, Dr. Dwivedi
said that his project has
immense potential in
Chhattisgarh. At the be-
ginning of the presenta-
tion, introducing the

Member Secretary of the
Board, R.P. Tiwari, Dr.
Deepak Dwivedi said that
both these subjects are
very important for
Chhattisgarh and through
these two projects, not only
will the environment be
better in Chhattisgarh but
it will also increase em-
ployment opportunities.
Tiwari said that disposal of
municipal solid waste is a
big problem in
Chhattisgarh and this type
of project will not only
lead to safe disposal of mu-
nicipal solid waste, but
also produce green auto-
matic fuel (compressed
biogas). All the senior offi-
cers and regional officers
of Chhattisgarh
Environment Protection
Board, Headquarters were
also present in the presen-
tation.

Chamber protested against GST
on unbranded food items

Raipur, Jun 24: State
President of Chhattisgarh
Chamber of Commerce
and Industries Amar
Parwani, General
Secretary Ajay Bhasin,
Treasurer Uttam Golchha,
Executive President
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram
Singhdeo, Ram Mandhan,
Manmohan Agarwal said
that the government is
preparing to impose GST
on unbranded food items.
In this context, the
Chhattisgarh Chamber or-
ganized a meeting on  June
23rd, 2022 at Chamber
Bhawan. Chamber State
President, Amar Parwani
informed that at present
more than 3 thousand food
items industries are oper-
ating in Chhattisgarh

State, which includes Rice
Mill, Dal Mill, Poha Mill,
Besan and Flour Mill in
which more than 3 lakh
workers are employed di-
rectly and indirectly. With
this more than 5 lakh peo-
ple will face a crisis of em-
ployment. Parwani further
informed that the produc-
tion of in Chhattisgarh is
done as per the require-
ment of middle class fami-
ly, but if GST is imposed by
the government on that
production, then it will be-
come expensive and  that
additional burden of infla-
tion will arise on the mid-
dle class family. He said big
multinational companies
will adversely affect the
food industry of
Chhattisgarh and food in-
dustry of Chhattisgarh

will come on the verge of
closure. It was also decided
in the meeting that a letter
in this regard would be
sent to all the MPs of the
state, so that the problems
of the middle class people
would be made aware of
the meeting to be held in
the GST Council. In the
meeting, Chamber State
President, Amar Parwani,
State Working President
Rajendra Jaggi, Vikram
Singhdeo, Ram Mandhan,
State General Secretary,
Ajay Bhasin, Executive
General Secretary, Kapil
Doshi, State Vice
President- T. Srinivas
Reddy, Amrutlal Patel
Dilip Israni, Vijay
Gurubakshani, Bharat
Jain and others were 
present.

CABD appreciates Ch’garh govt
for saving life of differently

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, June 24:
Chhattisgarh Minister of
Social and Welfare
Department Anila
Bhendia attended the
meeting organized by the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment. The
Central Advisory Board
for Disability appreciated
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment’s effort to save the
life of a differently-abled
child (Rahul) who was
stuck in a borewell for
more than 105 hours.

Anila Bhendia,
Chhattisgarh’s Minister of

Social and Welfare
Department attended the
meeting organized by the
Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment at
Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi on Friday.

During the meeting, the
minister drew the atten-
tion of the Board to issues
including developing
District Rehabilitation
Centers at par with
District Hospital and waiv-
ing off loans of differently-
abled affected by Covid-19.
“District Rehabilitation
Center is a very sensitive
and necessary institution

for the all-around develop-
ment of differently-abled. It
needs to be developed in
line with the district hospi-
tal”, the minister said in
her address further adding
that if the central govern-
ment cooperates, the state
government will provide
free land and resources for
this.

Anila Bhendia also
raised the issue of recovery
of loan amounts by pres-
surizing differently-abled
people. She said that the
employment of various dif-
ferently-abled people has
been affected due to Covid-

19 and National
Handicapped Financial
Development Corporation
is pressurizing the state
agencies to recover the
amount. She further re-
quested to waive off their
loans to help them lead a
peaceful life.

Bhendia informed that
more than 100 public build-
ings have been made barri-
er-free in the state capital to
make public places accessi-
ble for the differently-abled
and Naya Raipur has been
developed completely bar-
rier-free for the handi-
capped.

Along with this, she said
that for the implementa-
tion of various schemes of
the central and state gov-
ernments, more and more
workshops should be or-
ganized in coordination
with the state government
so that the differently-abled
people of the state can get
more benefit from it.

p Anila Bhendia
attended the meet-
ing organized by
the Ministry of
Social Justice and
Empowerment

Middle and lower
class business will
be affected due to
GST on unregis-
tered food products
and common man
will get expensive
food items: Amar
Parwani

Sunderlal Chopda
Raipur:
Sunderlal
Chopda,
R / o
S a d a r
B a z a r ,
R a i p u r,
breathed

his last in Kolkata on
Friday. He was 82. The
final rites were per-
formed in Kolkata it-
self. He was relative of
Mahendra, Parasmal,
Surendra, Prakash,
Piyush Lunkad of
Sadar Bazar.

OBITUARY

MP Home Minister
Narottam Mishra

meets Governor Uikey

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2244::  Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey reached Datia
on Thursday during her stay in
Madhya Pradesh. Governor Ms.
Uikey was welcomed by the
Home Minister of Madhya
Pradesh, Mr. Narottam Mishra
with a flower bouquet at Datia
Rest House. On this occasion
Governor discussed various
topics with the Home Minister.
Governor presented a memen-
to to the Home Minister Mr.
Mishra and the Home Minister
Mr. Mishra honored the
Governor by presenting her a
shawl.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  2244::  In compliance
with the announcement of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, 76 new Swami
Atmanand English Medium
Schools are being started in
the state by the School
Education Department from
current academic session.
Students will be given admis-
sion in new schools from July 1.
Collectors have been instruct-
ed to ensure the fulfillment of
educational and non-educa-
tional posts as well as other
arrangements in the new
schools.

With the opening of 76 new
schools, the number of Swami
Atmanand Excellent English
Medium Schools in the state
will increase from 171 to 247.

Currently 32 Swami Atmanand
Excellent Hindi Medium
Schools are functioning in the
state. School Education
Minister Dr Premsai Singh
Tekam informed that instruc-
tions have been issued to the
education officers regarding
the starting of all 76 new
schools. He said that as per the
instructions of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, arrangements
for quality education and infra-
structure have been ensured at
Swami Atmanand English
Medium Schools. 

Dr Tekam said that maxi-
mum 12 Swami Atmanand
English Medium Schools were
being started in Raipur. The
new schools in Raipur will be
opened at Mowa, Lalpur,

Shanti Nagar, Gurunanak
Chowk, Mohba Bazar, Sarona,
M a n d i r - H a s o u d ,
Gobranayapara, Saragaon,
Tilaknagar Gudiyari and
Birgaon. Similarly in Bilaspur
the new schols will be opened
at Lal Bahadur Higher
Secondary School, Ambedkar
School, Tilaknagar Blaspur. In
Korba district the new schools
will be pened at Pasan and
Korbi of Podi Uuroda block and
BALCO Korba. In Koriya district
the new schools will be opened
at Nawapara Podi, Pipardand
Baikunthpur and Kelhari. In
Kondagaon district the new
schools will be opened at
Kondagaon, Mardapal and
Kongud. In Kanker district the
new school will be opened at

Sarona. The new schools will
also be opened at Kutcheri
Para Kawardha of Kabirdham
district, Sarsiva, Suhela,
Bhatgaon and Lawan of Baloda
Bazar district, Kodatarai of
Raigarh district, Salhewara
area of Rajnandgaon district,
Gokulpur and Chara (Kurud) of
Dhamtari district, Kutru and
Madded of Bijapur district,
Nayapara Rajhara, Gunderdehi,
Devribangla of Balod district,
Karandola (Bhanpuri),
Dharampura, Bakawand and
Nanpur of Bastar district,
Singhouri, Saja,
Thankhamharia and Devarbija
of Bemetara district and
Ramchandpur, Doura and
Chalgali of Balrampur district.  

Seventy six new Atmanand Schools to start
in current academic session

Raipur, Jun 24: On occa-
sion of birthday of
Chairman Adani Group-
Gautam Adani on Friday, a
massive blood donation
camp was organised not
only in the Group’s institu-
tions in India, but abroad as
well. In this series, special
blood donation camps were
organised in all the projects
of Adani Group in
Chhattisgarh viz. at Raipur
office, Surguja and Raigarh
district and efforts were
made to rule out doubts re-
lated to blood donation.

A two-day blood donation
camp was organised at REL
located in Tilda block of
Raiur district of Adani

Group, under the guidance
of Adani Foundation in the
plant premises. In this two-
day camp on Jun 23-24, the
contractual employees
working in the company
along with all the officers
and employees took part in
blood doantion in large
number. In these two days
camp, a total of 340 unit
blood was donated to Red
Cross Society of India,
Raipur. On this occasion the
entire staff of Raipur office
of Adani Group donated ra-
tion viz. rice, dal, and fruits
to Old Age Home in Mana.

The objective of this
blood donation camp is to
remove all misconceptions
related to it and create
awareness amog people that
by donating blood on regu-
lar basis, they can benefit a
lot on health front. The
camp began on June 23 at
REL in Tilda by lighting of

traditional lamp by Station
Head Rambhav. In his ad-
dress he held blood dona-
tion as the biggest of the all
donations to the mankind
and appealed all the employ-
ees to take part in the cam-
paign extensively. The camp
was conducted by Dr DV
Baghel of Red Cross Society
Raipur along with Deepika
Yadu and other medical
staff. First the registration
of REL staff was donie and
then blood donation camp
was started. Afer this the
contractual employees of
the company viz. Philips
Engineering Services,
Sodexo India, Ion Exchange,
Chekmate and others also
donated blood.

The camp was organised
by Adani Foundation and
by HR department of REL
and special assistance of
Corporate Affairs depart-
ment.

Two-day blood donation
camp organised

On occasion of
b’day of Chairman
Adani Group-
Gautam Adani

By Sanjay Kumar Mishra

It is heartening to note that
Mrs. Draupadi Murmu, a
candidate of NDA for the
post of the President of
India, began her career as a
teacher in Sri Aurobindo
Integral Education School at
Rairangpur, Dist.
Mayurbhanj, Odisha. (Where
I studied for a year). She not
only taught there but taught
herself to be tenacious, all
through her life. Despite los-
ing her husband and two
sons as a personal tragedy,
she persevered to remain
cool, in order to look after her
daughter Itishree. When she
got a direct phone call from
none other than PM Shri

Narendra Modiji a few days
back, all her life of struggle
came back to her in a rush of
memories.

Life had never been easy
those days when she strug-
gled to keep her foothold in a
world of stark realities. It is
said that hardships in life
makes us stronger to face the
challenges. Who knows it bet-
ter than her how depressing
her life was when she lost her

two sons, husband, bother
and mother within a short
span of a few years! But it did
not lower her determination
to continue to live for her
only daughter and the poor
people, she looked after.

Beginning her life as an
honorary teacher set the ball
rolling for her. With humility
came wisdom and she
crossed many hurdles to
climb the ladder of success.
Her humble nature can be
conspicuous if we observe
how she swept the premises
of Lord Shiva’s temple, to
offer her thanks to the Lord
for her chance to be a candi-
date for the Presidential
Election. The media now
compares her to our most

beloved ex-President Dr. APJ
Abdul Kalam. Both were
teachers in their own right.
Draupadi Murmu began her
career as a teacher and Dr.
APJ ended his life as a
teacher. Her possible journey
to be the first citizen of the
country (if elected as the
President) was never an easy
one. In her chequered career,
at first as a beloved teacher at
school, then as a clerk and fi-
nally as a political leader, had
braved through many
storms. It is true that life
teaches many lessons and we
learn everything through
hard ways. It will be our ex-
pectation to see how a
teacher turns to be a
President.

Draupadi Murmu, the NDA candidate for President’s post- A tenacious teacher
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Jagdalpur, Jun 23: A
family which has fallen
victim of illegal religion
conversion was brought
back to Sanatan Dharma
under the operation
'Homecoming' pro-
gramme by the officials of
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) and Bajrang Dal.
Under the leadership of
Naik Pike of 'Kachari
Peti', Pati Pargana and
Prem Chaliki, President
of Mahra Samaj, Puspal
resident Supti Kashyap
and husband Dukari
Kashyap were presented
Gita on their homecom-

ing to Sanatan Dharma.
Puspal resident Supti

Kashyap and husband
Dukari Kashyap informed
that they were Christians
for more than 10 years. 'I
am very happy to be back
into Sanatan dharm
again', he said. We will al-
ways stand with the or-
ganization and society to

bring back the tribal
brothers of our Bastar.

Prem Chalki, President
of Mahara society, said
that efforts will continue
on a war-footing to end the
game of religious conver-
sion in the region. Every
person of Bastar who has
been a victim of illegal
conversion will be con-

tacted and brought back
into Sanatan Dharma, it
is our resolve.

During this, VHP
Department Secretary
Ravi Brahmachari,
District Archang Purohit
Radhe Radhe Maharaj,
Pankaj Mishra, District
Convenor Devendra
Kashyap from Bajrang
Dal, District Co-convenor
Kheerendra Das Vaishav,
City Coordinator
Ghanshyam Nag, Co-
Convener Rohan Ghosh,
Nagar Gau Raksha Sanjay
Morya, Ward Convenor
Yogesh Thakur, Sumit
Gupta, Ajay Dewan, Ravi
Netam, Yuvraj Thakur,
Tirendra Joshi, Lalit Bol,
Sudesh Bajrangi along
with village heads were
present.
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Jagdalpur, Jun 23: Bastar
University has been award-
ed 'C' rank by the NAAC
evaluation team, which is
the lowest rank among the
ranks given after evalua-
tion. University officials al-
ready knew that there is no
permanent professor in
Bastar University.

This could be a major
reason for the lower rank
in the NAAC rankings, yet
the NAAC evaluation was
done so hastily. Even after
knowing the university
rules, they got the evalua-
tion done. Whereas every-
one knew that, once NAAC
is evaluated, re-evaluation

will be possible only after
five years.

On the subject of getting
the lowest rank, the Vice
Chancellor of Bastar
University, Prof.
Shailendra Kumar Singh
said that till now the certifi-
cate has not been received
and it would be possible to
give formation in this re-
gard only after receiving
the certificate.

Tap-water connection in 105
houses comes as big relief

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Jun 24: Under
'Jal-Jeewan Mission' (JJM)
a total of 105 villages of
Gram Bardela of Gram
Panchayat Badetungali
under Bhairamgarh block,
have been provided tap-
water connection and this
has brought smile on the
faces of the villagers, who
had to face lots of prob-
lems in fetching water
from a handpump at a long
distance, specially during
summer season.

It is notable here that
Gram Bardela is located in
Gram Pachayat
Badetungali of
Bhairamgarh block of
Bijapur district and it is
about 35 km away from the
headquarters on Bijapur -

Raipur road.
The tap-water connec-

tion to all the 605 villagers
staying in 105 houses has
come as a big relief to
them, specially women
who had to travel long dis-
tance to fetch water from
handpumps daily. All the
more with one only water
source in the village, the
people had to wait in long

queue and for this chil-
dren were put into the job
and made to stand in the
line.

It was through 'Gram-
Sabha' the residents of the
village got information
about 'Jal-Jeewan Mission'
and were informed about
its importance in simple
words. It was through its
massive promotion the

people of this village also
got the information and
said that it is now acting
as big gift for them. They
all are getting sufficient
water supply in their
houses and it is saving lot
of labour and time in their
daily life. At the same time
the women in the family
are able to spend more
time with their family

members and delegating
their responsibilities with
more of confort. In the
Gram Sabha for JJM, the
people present were in-
formed as to how Plumber
and Operator can assist
and were provided field-
test kit training, manage-
ment and repair works
and forming a committee
to handle the issues.

SECRWWO hold plantation
in ‘Aadharshila’

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jun 24: South
Eastern Central Railway
Women's Welfare
Organisation (SECRW-
WO) under leadership of
Chairperson SECRWWO
Dr (Mrs) Vanita Jain and
in the presence of other
members carried out plan-
tation in 'Aadharshila'
School premises here on
Thursday.

Playing its role as a con-
scious organisation to-

wards environment con-
servation and its impor-
tance, SECR is organising
many programmes for
plantation and creating
awareness about environ-
ment. Along with this
SECR is not only making
efforts all year-long for
conservation of water, en-
vironment and others and
one of its live example be-
hind its efforts in this di-
rection is all-around
greenery in Railway
Colony.

It is notable here that
SECRWWO is an organisa-
tion dealing with welfare
of railway employees and
their family members.
This organisation special-
ly is associated for welfare
of women and their uplift-
ment. Under this SECRW-
WO runs, 'Aadharshila',
'Bal Vatika', 'Railway
Hospital Canteen' and oth-
ers. Apart from this it con-
tinue to give due contribu-
tion in social welfare
works as well.

To denizens of Gram Bardela, as they have to travel long distance to fetch water from handpump

Bastar University
gets ‘C’ rank 

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, June 24: An
order for regularization
has been issued on 17th
June 2022 to the employ-
ees of the Ashram
Hostel working since
2003 in the post of watch-
man, cook, water-carrier
in the collectorate rate.

Also, in the year 2014,
the employees were de-
prived of regularization
due to non-receipt of CR
from the office. The ben-
efit of regularization to
such employees has also
become possible due to

the efforts of the Union.
District branch presi-

dent Tulsiram Thakur

and Divisional President
Rajendra Singh Patron
Nilkanth Sahu issued a

joint press release and
expressed their grati-
tude for regularization
to Assistant
Commissioner Vivek
Dalela and his staff by
the union.

During this, Rajendra
Pardhania, Anil Yadav,
Nilambar Sethia, Vinod
Panigrahi, Deepak
Yadav, Kunju Maurya,
Chukandar Thakur and
other employees of
Laghu Vetan
Shashakiya Chaturth
Varg Karamchari Sangh
(LVSCVKS) were pres-
ent.

Road left without levelling posing problem

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Jun 24: The dig-
ging done for pipeline ex-
pansion under the 'Nal-Jal
Yojana' has now become a
problem. The condition of
road near Anwari
Goushala Chowk has be-
come worse, as the level-
ling work of the road has
not being done after laying
of pipeline and refilling it.
In such condition it has be-
come difficult to either
ride or walk smoothly on
this road.

It is notable here that ac-
cidents have taken place

many times due to uneven
surface on the road left
without proper com-
paction and levelling. The
road once in which dig-
ging has been done, is
never re-construction or
repaired in proper man-

ner. Be it passer-by or the
school children or those
on two or four-wheeler
they all face some or the
other problem, day-in and
day-out.

The residents of Anwari
informed that ensuring

drinking water supply is
definitely a priority, but
leaving the road half-re-
paired and with pot-holes
is another problem, which
needs to be attended seri-
ously.

The residents informed
that this is one of the
main lane in the city and
from here majority goes
to heart of city to 'bazaz
chowk'. But with a big
hole left in front, the
denizens on foot and vehi-
cles are facing lots of
problems in commuting
to & fro. The Sarpanch of
Gram Panchayat Anwari
has been given informa-
tion verbally and so far no
action has been taken by
him.

p After digging for 
laying of pipelines

LVSCVKS expresses gratitude
towards Asst. Comm

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 24: A
drug-free Bastar cam-
paign is being run by the
police station Kotwali in
the district, under which
police station in-charge
Eman Sahu and the en-
tire team, in a program
organized at Panarapara,
Kohkapal, informed peo-
ple about the harmful ef-

fects of drug addiction.
Necessary tips and in-

formation regarding de-
addiction was also given
to stay away from intoxi-
cation. Along with this,
the children were moti-
vated to move forward in
education and sports,
during which sports ma-
terial was distributed to
the small children pres-
ent there.

Two from a family brought back to Sanatan dharma
p Due to efforts of VHP

and Bajrang Dal 

Drug-free Bastar
campaign organized

DLIC conducts inspection
of child care institutions

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, June 23:
Under the provisions of
Section 54 of the Juvenile
Justice (Care and
Protection of Children)
Act 2015 and Rule 41 of the
Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children)
Rules, 2016, an inspection
committee has been con-
stituted in Bastar district.
All the registered child
care institutions operating
in the district were in-
spected by the said District
Level Inspection
Committee (DLIC).

In which Govt.
Children's Home (Boys),
Govt Observation Home

(Boy and Girl),
Government Place of
Safety (boy), Government
Special Home (boy/Girl),
Children's Home (girl),
Creation Social Sanstha,
Open Shelter Home (Boys)
Bastar Samajik Jan Vikas
Samiti, and Sewa Bharati
(Mother Chhaya) Special
Adoption Agency
Jagdalpur. All these insti-
tutions were inspected
quarterly.

During the inspection,
committee member
Narendra Panigrahi told
that all the institutions are
being run as per the rules
of Juvenile Justice Act.
Different types of regis-
ters are being maintained

as per rules.
All the registers were

carefully observed by the
members of the commit-
tee and personal discus-
sions were also held with
the boys, girls and employ-
ees of the institution cur-
rently residing. During
the inspection of the last
three months, the earlier
shortcomings of the insti-
tution have also been com-
pleted.

During inspection, the
committee found the work
of the institutions satisfac-
tory. The superintendents
of the institution were di-
rected that at present the
work of the institution is
satisfactory, during the in-
spection of the committee
in the coming times, the
same situation should be
maintained in the institu-
tions. During the inspec-
tion, members of the
District Level Inspection
Committee, Vijay Shankar
Sharma, Dharamuram
Kashyap, Shailesh Dubey,
Manoj Kant Joshi, Smt.
Ranjita Devangan were
present.

FARMERS PROTEST 

Members of various farmers organisations during a protest against the newly announced Agnipath scheme, out-
side the Mini Secretariat in Patiala, Friday, June 24.

I did everything for
Eknath Shinde: Uddhav

Mumbai, Jun 24:

Maharashtra CM
Uddhav Thackeray called
a meeting with Shiv Sena
district leaders who had
been called to Sena

Bhavan in Mumbai. The
CM attended the meeting
through video conferenc-
ing.

“I had pain in my neck
and head. I was not able to
work properly, I could not

open my eyes. Bu I did not
care about it. Shivaji
Maharaj was defeated but
people were always with
him,” said Maharashtra
CM Uddhav Thackeray in
the meeting.

“Eknath Shinde’s son is
an MP from Shiv Sena. I
did everything for him.
The department I had, was
given to Shinde. But he is
making several allega-
tions against me. I did
everything for Eknath
Shinde,” said the
Maharashtra CM at the
meeting.

Shinde is the Urban
Development Minister in
the MVA government.

Flood situation in Assam critical as
Silchar remains under water

Guwahati, Jun 24 (PTI):

The flood situation in
Assam was critical on
Friday with with 45.34
lakh people reeling under
the deluge, officials said.

The Brahmaputra and
Barak rivers along with
their tributaries are in
spate, even as floodwaters
started receding from a
few areas, they said.

The toll rose to 108 with
seven deaths reported in
the last 24 hours, they
added.

The situation in Silchar,
considered ‘Gateway to
Barak Valley’, is alarming
with most areas still under
water, a district official

said.
The Assam State

Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) said
that it has further expedit-
ed rescue and relief opera-
tions with additional re-
sources deployed in the se-

verely affected districts,
especially Cachar where
Silchar is located.

Eight NDRF teams with
207 personnel were
brought in from Itanagar
and Bhubaneswar, while
an Army team with 120

members was sent in from
Dimapur along with nine
boats for the operations in
Silchar, officials said.

Additionally, two CRPF
and State Disaster
Response Force (SDRF)
teams were airlifted to
Cachar, they added.

The state government
has started a helpline —
0361-2237219, 9401044617
and 1079 — for the situa-
tion in the district.

Nearly 3 lakh people
have been affected by an
acute shortage of food,
clean drinking water and
medicines as almost the
entire Silchar town is sub-
merged in flood waters, of-
ficials said.

NCC cadets to get bonus points in
Agnipath scheme: Lt Gen Singh

Gwalior, Jun 24 (PTI):

The cadets of the
National Cadet Corps
(NCC) will get bonus
points in the Agnipath
scheme, its Director
General Lieutenant
General Gurbirpal Singh
said here on Friday.

Speaking at the convoca-
tion ceremony of NCC
women officers, he also
said this new scheme for
recruitment of soldiers
into three armed forces
would be explained to the
NCC cadets by its officers
to ensure that youths join
the services in large num-
bers.

Singh received the
salute of women NCC offi-

cers at the NCC Officers’
Training Academy. A total
of 112 women from differ-
ent parts of India turned
NCC officers after three
months of training at the
academy here.

Addressing the women

officers, Singh said they
have an important respon-
sibility of turning young
people into ideal citizens,
and expressed confidence
that they would do it spec-
tacularly.

Talking to reporters
later, Lt Gen Singh said,
“Women cadets have been
in NCC since 1950 and they
have done a remarkable
work...Recently, Agnipath
was launched for recruit-
ment into the army. NCC
officers would share more
information on it and ex-
plain it at length to the
cadets.”

“NCC cadets with A, B
and C certificates will get
bonus points in
Agnipath,” he said.

Global order increasingly challenged with little
or no regard to rules: IAF chief

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

he global order is being
increasingly challenged
with little or no regard to
rules and India must re-
assess its strategic priori-
ties and realign its actions
to ensure that it is not left
behind, Air Chief Marshal
VR Chaudhari said on
Friday.

Listing various national
security challenges, the
Chief of Air Staff also
said that military strate-
gists must not lose sight of
the primary objective of
“war-fighting”.

Air Chief Marshal
Chaudhari’s comments at
a seminar came in the

backdrop of India’s linger-
ing border row with China
in eastern Ladakh, the sit-
uation in Afghanistan and
the geopolitical upheavals
triggered by the crisis in
Ukraine. Without naming
any country, he said “coer-

cion” is the new strategy
with cyber, information
and space domains becom-
ing the “new battlefield”.

“Today, we are witness-
ing a rapidly evolving in-
ternational order that is
increasingly being chal-
lenged by a complex mul-
tipolar world with little or
no regard to rules or to the
traditional processes of
geopolitical interplays,”
he said.

The Air Chief Marshal
said diplomacy, economy
and information are be-
coming the “primary
tools” of engagement with
the military instrument
being used as a deterrent.

“Coercion is the new

strategy with cyber, infor-
mation and space do-
mains becoming the new
battlefield. Therefore, we
must reassess our strate-
gic priorities and realign
our actions to ensure we
don’t get left behind,” he
said.

The seminar marked
the culmination of the
first ‘Warfare and
Aerospace Strategy
Programme’ (WASP) was
conducted by the Indian
Air Force.

The WASP was rolled
out with an aim to gener-
ate strategic thought and
understanding amongst
the mid-career air power
practitioners.

India stands in solidarity with
Afghan people: MEA 

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

A day after sending relief
material to earthquake-hit
Afghanistan, India on Friday
said it stands in solidarity
with the Afghan people and
remains firmly committed to
providing them with re-
quired relief assistance.

India has already dis-
patched 27 tons of relief ma-
terial in two flights for the
people of Afghanistan as a
“true first responder” to ad-
dress their difficulties, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said.

A powerful earthquake hit
Afghanistan’s eastern
Paktika province on
Wednesday that killed

around 1,000 people and in-
jured over 1,500.

“In the wake of the tragic
earthquake that struck
Afghanistan on June 22,
causing massive destruction
and loss of precious lives, the
government of India, as a
true first responder, has dis-
patched 27 tons of emer-
gency relief assistance in
two flights for the people of
Afghanistan,” the MEA said.
The relief assistance, it said,
consists of essential items,
including tents, sleeping
bags, blankets and sleeping
mats.

The relief consignment
will be handed over to the
UN Office for Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs

(UNOCHA) and Afghan Red
Crescent Society (ARCS) in
Kabul, the MEA said in a
statement.

“As always, India stands in
solidarity with the people of
Afghanistan, with whom we
share centuries old ties, and
remains firmly committed to
provide immediate relief as-
sistance for the Afghan peo-
ple,” it said.

In a separate development,
India on Thursday resumed
its diplomatic presence in
Kabul as it deployed a “tech-
nical team” in its embassy in
the Afghan capital, over 10
months after it pulled out its
officials from the mission fol-
lowing the Taliban’s capture
of power.

Satyamev Jayate, says BJP on clean chit to Modi
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2244::  “Satyamev
Jayate” was the unanimous
reaction of BJP leaders on
Friday after the Supreme Court
upheld the SIT’s clean chit to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and 63 others in the Gujarat
riots of 2002, when he was the
state’s chief minister, and dis-
missed a plea by slain
Congress leader Ehsan Jafri’s
wife Zakia alleging a larger

conspiracy. Union minister
Anurag Thakur said,
“Satyamev Jayate! Supreme
Court of India gives a clean chit
and has dismissed the plea
filed by Zakia Jafri challenging
the SC-appointed Special
Investigation Team (SIT) report
on post-Godhra violence in
Gujarat. The Supreme Court
says the petition is without
merit.” “Satyamev Jayate,”

(Truth alone triumphs) was
how another Union minister
Smriti Irani put it while party
spokesperson Sambit Patra
also tweeted the same expres-
sion. BJP secretary Y Satya
Kumar claimed that Congress’
last attempt to malign Modi
has fallen flat and justice pre-
vailed as he cited the apex
court’s observation that Jafri’s
appeal was devoid of merits

and deserved to be dismissed.
Bringing the curtains down on
the bid to reopen the probe, a
bench headed by Justice A M
Khanwilkar said the material
collected during the investiga-
tion does not “give rise to
strong or grave suspicion
regarding hatching of larger
criminal conspiracy at the
highest level” for causing mass
violence against Muslims. 

No BJP role in current political crisis
in Maha, claims Chandrakant Patil 

Mumbai, Jun 24 (PTI):

Amid allegations of
BJP’s involvement in Shiv
Sena minister Eknath
Shinde’s revolt against his
party that has posed a
question mark over the
survival of the MVA gov-
ernment, BJP’s
Maharashtra unit chief
Chandrakant Patil on
Friday asserted that his
party did not play any role
in the ongoing political
crisis in the state.

He, however, admitted
that Leader of Opposition
in the Assembly Devendra
Fadnavis visited Delhi on
Thursday “for some
work”, without divulging
any details.

Patil’s remarks come a
day after NCP chief

Sharad Pawar asserted
that the BJP has played a
role in the crisis that has
befallen the Uddhav
Thackeray-led govern-
ment. Incidentally, rebel
Sena leader Eknath
Shinde, while addressing
the MLAs in his camp in
Guwahati, said in a veiled
reference to the BJP that a
“national party” has sup-
ported his rebellion and
assured all help to the
rebels.

Talking to reporters in
Kolhapur, his hometown,
Patil said, “The BJP has
nothing to do with the
current internal bicker-
ing in Shiv Sena or in the
Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) (comprising Sena,
NCP and Congress). I had
a lunch with Devendra

Fadnavis in Mumbai on
Thursday afternoon, and
then he left for New Delhi
for some work.”

“During our discussion,
Fadnavis told me that
some things are taking
place. But had it (any de-
velopment) been anything
important, he would have
definitely taken me into
confidence,” he said.

Patil said the BJP is
currently busy in prepa-
rations for the 2024 elec-
tions.

Shinde is presently
camping with 37 rebel
MLAs of the Sena and
nine independents in a
Guwahati hotel.

On Sharad Pawar’s
statement about BJP play-
ing a role behind Shinde’s
rebellion, Patil said, “I feel
Pawar and Sena’s Sanjay
Raut exercise their right
to freedom of speech ex-
cessively. I am not even
watching daily news so
not aware of what exactly
happening in Sena.”

When asked about re-
ports that Mumbai-based
BJP functionary Mohit
Kamboj was in Guwahati
with rebel Sena leaders,
Patil said, “He has friends
in every political party. He
might have gone to help
someone. I have no idea
about his whereabouts.”
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Man shoots himself dead  
Shimla: A man al-
legedly shot himself
dead after killing his
wife’s male friend at a
hotel in Himachal
Pradesh’s Kullu dis-
trict on Friday, a po-
lice officer said.
Superintendent of
Police (Kullu) Gurdev
Sharma told PTI that
two women from
Delhi, one of whom is
married, were staying
at a hotel in Manali.
They called their
friend Sunny to the
room on Thursday
night. The husband
reached the hotel the
next morning and
upon seeing his wife
with Sunny, he shot
him dead, he said.
According to the
woman, her husband
committed suicide by
shooting himself
after killing Sunny,
the SP said.

Cop held 
Jabalpur: An assis-
tant sub-inspector of
the Home Guard has
been arrested for al-
legedly taking a bribe
of Rs 10,000 from his
subordinate in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Chhindwara district,
an official of the
Lokayukta police said
on Friday. ASI
Pradeep Kumar
Verma posted in
Chhindwara was ar-
rested on Thursday
while accepting the
bribe amount from
his subordinate
Pankaj Pawar, said
Dileep Jharbade,
deputy superinten-
dent of Lokayukta po-
lice.

Engine driver dies 
Amethi (UP): The
engine driver of the
Pratapgarh-Kanpur
Intercity Express
died on Friday after
suddenly falling ill
on the train, a rail-
way official said.
Harishchandra
Sharma (46) of
Parshurampur
Chilbila was driv-
ing the train to-
wards Kanpur
when he suddenly
developed a health
problem near
Kasimpur Halt,
Gauriganj railway
station superinten-
dent Praveen Singh
said. The assistant
pilot on board
stopped the train
and called an ambu-
lance. Sharma was
rushed to a nearby
health centre,
where the doctors
declared him dead,
Singh said. The doc-
tors suspect
Sharma suffered a
cardiac arrest, he
said.

Honey-trapping 
New Delhi: Three
men were arrested
for allegedly honey-
trapping a person by
posing themselves as
policemen, officials
said on Thursday.
The accused have
been identified as
Pawan (37), Manjeet
(33) and Deepak (29),
all residents of
Haryana. The
woman gang mem-
ber Honey Preet is
absconding, police
said. On May 1, a 55-
year-old man had
complained that
Preet had befriended
him on social media
and invited him over
to her flat in
Paschim Vihar here.
As he was spending
time with her, the
three men entered
the flat in the guise
of policemen. They
extorted Rs 1.5 lakh
from him threaten-
ing that he would be
booked in a case if
he did not heed to
their demand, an of-
ficer said.

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

India reported a single-
day rise of more than
17,000 fresh COVID-19
cases on Friday after a gap
of over four months (124
days), recording a 30 per
cent jump in daily cases,
according to the Union
Health Ministry.

A total 17,336 coron-
avirus cases were reported
in a span of 24 hours, tak-
ing the total infection tally
to 4,33,62,294, while the
death toll due to the dis-
ease has climbed to
5,24,954 with 13 new fatali-
ties being reported, data
updated by the ministry at
8 am showed.

The daily positivity rate
was recorded at 4.32 per
cent and the weekly posi-
tivity rate at 3.07 per cent,

according to the ministry.
The count of active

cases has increased to
88,284, comprising 0.20 per
cent of the total infections,
while the national COVID-
19 recovery rate was
recorded at 98.59 per cent,
it said. An increase of

4,294 cases has been
recorded in the active
COVID-19 caseload in a
span of 24 hours, the data
showed. The number of
people who have recuper-
ated from the disease has
surged to 4,27,49,056, while
the case fatality rate was

recorded at 1.21 per cent.
According to the min-

istry, 196.77 crore vaccine
doses have been adminis-
tered in the country so far
under the nationwide
COVID-19 vaccination
drive.

India’s COVID-19 infec-
tion tally had crossed the
20-lakh mark on August 7,
2020, 30 lakh on August 23,
40 lakh on September 5, 50
lakh on September 16, 60
lakh on September 28, 70
lakh on October 11,
crossed 80 lakh on October
29, 90 lakh on November 20
and the one-crore mark on
December 19, 2020.

The country crossed the
grim milestones of two
crore cases on May 4, 2021,
three crore on June 23,
2021 and four crore on
January 25 this year.

India reports 17,336 fresh COVID-19 cases, 13 fatalities
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Poliovirus  

Islamabad:
Pakistan’s vaccina-
tion programme has
come under suspi-
cion after the detec-
tion of poliovirus in
sewage samples in
London for the first
time in four decades,
according to a media
report on Friday.
The UK Health
Security Agency has
noted that the virus
detected on
Thursday was prob-
ably imported from
some country, and
has asked parents to
ensure their chil-
dren were fully im-
munised against the
crippling disease.
Health authorities
in Islamabad claim
the vaccine-derived
virus found in the
UK exists in 22 coun-
tries and the type
found locally was
the wild poliovirus
(WPV).

Man convicted 
Copenhagen: A man
was found guilty
Friday of murder
and attempted mur-
der for fatally stab-
bing five people and
wounding four oth-
ers in southern
Norway when he at-
tacked strangers
with a bow and ar-
rows and knives. The
Buskerud District
Court sentenced
Espen Andersen
Brathen to compulso-
ry mental health
care. Three forensic
psychiatric experts
who assessed him
concluded he has
chronic paranoid
schizophrenia and
was mentally ill at
the time of the attack
on Oct. 13, 2021. Both
the prosecution and
the defense had
called for compulso-
ry mental health care
for Andersen Br
then.

London, Jun 24 (PTI):

COVID-19 vaccines pre-
vented over 42 lakh poten-
tial deaths in India in 2021,
according to a modelling
study published in The
Lancet Infectious Diseases
journal, which based its
findings on estimates of
“excess” mortalities in the
country during the pan-
demic. Globally, the study
based on excess deaths
from 185 countries and ter-
ritories found that in the
first year of the vaccina-
tion programme, 1.98
crore out of a potential
3.14 crore COVID-19 deaths
were prevented world-
wide. The study estimates
a further 5.99 lakh lives
could have been saved if
the World Health
Organisation’s target of
vaccinating 40 per cent of
the population in each
country with two or more
doses by the end of 2021

had been met.
The researchers esti-

mated the number of
deaths that were prevent-
ed between December 8,
2020 and December 8, 2021,
which reflects the first
year in which the vaccines
were distributed.

“For India, we estimate
that 42,10,000 (over 42
lakh) deaths were pre-
vented by vaccination in
this period. This is our
central estimate, with the
uncertainty in this esti-
mate ranging between

36,65,000-43,70,000 (over
36.6 lakh to 43.7 lakh),”
lead author of the study,
Oliver Watson from the
Imperial College London,
the UK, told PTI.

“What this modelling
study shows is that the
vaccination campaign in
India has likely saved mil-
lions of lives. This shows
the remarkable impact
that the vaccination has
had, especially in India,
which was the first coun-
try to experience the im-
pact of the Delta variant,”

Watson said in an email.
He said the India num-

bers are based on the esti-
mates that between 48.2
lakh and 56.3 lakh deaths
may have occurred in the
country during the pan-
demic, a number which is
10 times the official figure
of over 5.24 lakh deaths
reported so far.

“These are based on the
estimates of excess mor-
tality in India during the
COVID-19 pandemic,
which we have sourced
from The Economist and
are similar to the esti-
mates that the WHO have
reported.

“Independently, our
group has also investigat-
ed the COVID-19 death toll
based on reports of ex-
cess mortality and sero-
prevalence surveys and
arrived at similar esti-
mates of almost 10 times
the official count,”
Watson said.

Over 42 lakh deaths in India prevented by
Covid vaccines in 2021: Lancet study

Ukrainians cheer nation’s EU
candidacy amid wartime woes

Kyiv, Jun 24 (AP):

The European Union’s
decision to make Ukraine a
candidate for EU member-
ship offered war-weary
Ukrainians a morale boost
and hope of a more secure
future Friday as the coun-
try’s military ordered its
fighters to retreat from a
key city in the eastern
Donbas region.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
hailed the decision of EU
leaders as vindication for
his nation’s fight against
Russia’s aggression and
said he was determined to

ensure Ukraine retained
the ability to decide if be-
longed in Europe or
under Moscow’s influ-
ence.

This war began just
when Ukraine declared
its right to freedom. To
its choice of its future.
We saw it in the
European Union,”
Zelenskyy told the nation
in a televised address late
Thursday.

That is why this deci-
sion of the EU is so im-
portant, motivates us and
shows all this is needed
not only by us.”

Others recalled the

2014 revolution that ousted
Ukraine’s pro-Moscow
president, sparked in part
by his decision not to com-
plete an association agree-
ment with the EU.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin had op-
posed the agreement, just
as he demanded before he
sent troops into Ukraine on
Feb. 24 that Ukraine never
be allowed to join NATO.

London, Jun 24 (PTI):

British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson suffered a
triple blow following
crushing defeats for his
Conservative Party in two
important by-elections
that also prompted the res-
ignation of the party’s
chairman and one of his
close allies, raising anoth-
er major challenge to the
embattled premier’s lead-
ership.

The triple blow comes as
the Tories lost Wakefield
in the north of England to
the Opposition Labour
Party and Tiverton and
Honiton in southern
England went to the
Liberal Democrats
overnight on Thursday.

Both polls were seen as
a de facto referendum on
58-year-old Johnson’s lead-
ership of the party and as

UK PM in the wake of the
partygate scandal of
COVID law-breaching par-
ties under his watch at
Downing Street.

“We cannot carry on
with business as usual,”
said party chairman
Oliver Dowden in his resig-
nation letter, which is being
interpreted as a sign for the
rest of the Cabinet to join
him in toppling the leader.

“Our supporters are dis-
tressed and disappointed
by recent events, and I
share their feelings
Somebody must take re-
sponsibility and I have con-
cluded that, in these cir-
cumstances, it would not be
right for me to remain in of-

fice,” he said.
Dowden is the first

Cabinet minister to step
down amid ongoing Tory
backbench discontent over
Johnson’s leadership fol-
lowing scathing findings of
the partygate report last
month, which prompted
148 Tory MPs to oppose the
PM in a vote of no confi-
dence earlier this month.

Dowden described the
by-elections as “the latest
in a run of very poor re-
sults”. The party chair-
man’s resignation came as
the Conservatives lost a
solid majority of 24,000 in
Tiverton and Honiton a
record majority reversal
for the party.

Blow to UK PM Boris Johnson as Tory
chief quits after by-election defeats

Tokyo, Jun 24 (AP):

The U.S. Navy’s top com-
mander in the Pacific and
the Japanese defense min-
ister on Friday said that
close cooperation between
their naval forces is more
important than ever in the
region amid rising tensions
over China, North Korea
and Russia. Defense
Minister Nobuo Kishi told
U.S. Pacific Fleet com-
mander Adm. Sam Paparo
that the American naval
presence in the region is in-
dispensable to maintain
and strengthen a free and
open Indo-Pacific, a vision
of a rules-based framework

that the two allies have pro-
moted as a counter to
China’s rise.

Kishi noted that the re-
gional security environ-
ment has further worsened
since last year when
Paparo took the post and
said cooperation between
the Japanese and U.S.
navies is only increasing.

Paparo agreed that the
security challenge is grow-
ing in the Pacific, adding
that tight coordination and
integration” between the
two navies have paced and
outpaced our potential ad-
versary’s operation.
Paparo said the Japan and
U.S. alliance is the corner-

stone of security in the
Pacific. After a decade of
steady increases in military
spending, Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishi has
pledged to further bolster
Japan’s military capability
and spending over the next
five years, while his govern-
ment works on a revision to
the national security 
strategy.

US Pacific admiral: Ties with Japan
key to regional security

S ri Lanka's prime minis-
ter says the island na-

tion's debt-laden economy has
collapsed as it runs out of
money to pay for food and fuel.
Short of cash to pay for im-
ports of such necessities and
already defaulting on its debt,
it is seeking help from neigh-
bouring India and China and
from the International
Monetary Fund. Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who took of-
fice in May, was emphasising
the monumental task he faces
in turning around an economy
he said is heading for rock bot-
tom. Sri Lankans are skipping
meals as they endure short-
ages, lining up for hours to try
to buy scarce fuel. It's a harsh
reality for a country whose
economy had been growing
quickly, with a growing and
comfortable middle class, until
the latest crisis deepened.

HOW SERIOUS IS THIS CRISIS?

Tropical Sri Lanka normally
is not lacking for food but peo-
ple are going hungry. The U.N.
World Food Program says
nearly nine of 10 families are
skipping meals or otherwise
skimping to stretch out their
food, while 3 million are receiv-

ing emergency humanitarian
aid. Doctors have resorted to
social media to try to get criti-
cal supplies of equipment and
medicine. Growing numbers of
Sri Lankans are seeking pass-
ports to go overseas in search
of work. Government workers
have been given an extra day
off for three months to allow
them time to grow their own
food. In short, people are suf-
fering and desperate for things
to improve.

WHY IS THE ECONOMY IN

SUCH DIRE STRAITS?

Economists say the crisis
stems from domestic factors
such as years of mismanage-
ment and corruption, but also
from other troubles such as a
growing USD 51 billion in debt,
the impact of the pandemic
and terror attacks on tourism,
and other problems. Much of
the public's ire has focused on
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
and his brother, former Prime
Minister Mahinda Rajapaksa.
The latter resigned after weeks
of anti-government protests
that eventually turned violent.
Conditions have been deterio-
rating for the past several
years. In 2019, Easter suicide
bombings at churches and ho-
tels killed more than 260 peo-
ple. That devastated tourism, a
key source of foreign ex-
change.

The government needed to
boost its revenues as foreign
debt for big infrastructure proj-
ects soared, but instead
Rajapaksa pushed through the
largest tax cuts in Sri Lankan
history, which recently were re-
versed. Creditors downgraded
Sri Lanka's ratings, blocking it
from borrowing more money
as its foreign reserves sank.

Then tourism flatlined again
during the pandemic.

In April 2021, Rajapaksa sud-
denly banned imports of chem-
ical fertilizers. The push for or-
ganic farming caught farmers
by surprise and decimated sta-
ple rice crops, driving prices
higher. To save on foreign ex-
change, imports of other items
deemed to be luxuries also
were banned. Meanwhile, the
Ukraine war has pushed prices
of food and oil higher. Inflation
was near 40% and food prices
were up nearly 60% in May.

WHY DID THE PRIME 

MINISTER SAY THE 

ECONOMY HAS COLLAPSED?

Such a stark declaration
might undermine any confi-
dence in the state of the econo-
my and it didn't reflect any spe-
cific new development.
Wickremesinghe appeared to
be underscoring the challenge
his government faces in turn-
ing things around as it seeks
help from the IMF and con-
fronts criticism over the lack of
improvement since he took of-
fice weeks ago. He's also fend-
ing off criticism from within
the country. His comment
might be intended to try to buy
more time and support as he
tries to get the economy back
on track.

The Finance Ministry says
Sri Lanka has only USD 25 mil-
lion in usable foreign reserves.
That has left it without the
wherewithal to pay for im-
ports, let alone repay billions
in debt.

Meanwhile the Sri Lankan
rupee has weakened in value
by nearly 80% to about 360 to
USD 1. That makes costs of im-
ports even more prohibitive.
Sri Lanka has suspended re-

payment of about USD 7 billion
in foreign loans due this year
out of USD 25 billion to be re-
paid by 2026.

WHAT IS THE GOVERN-

MENT DOING ABOUT IT?

Wickremesinghe has ample
experience. This latest is his
sixth term as prime minister.
So far, Sri Lanka has been mud-
dling through, mainly support-
ed by USD 4 billion in credit
lines from neighboring India.
An Indian delegation was in
the capital Colombo on
Thursday for talks on more as-
sistance, but Wickremesinghe
warned against expecting
India to keep Sri Lanka afloat
for long. Sri Lanka pins last
hopes on IMF," said Thursday's
headline in the Colombo Times
newspaper. The government is
in negotiations with the IMF
on a bailout plan. Wickreme
singhe said Wednesday he ex-
pects to have a preliminary
agreement with the IMF by late
July.

The government also is seek-
ing more help from China.
Other governments like the
U.S., Japan and Australia have
provided a few hundred mil-
lion dollars in extra support.

Earlier this month, the
United Nations began a world-
wide public appeal for assis-
tance. So far, projected funding
barely scratches the surface of
the 6 billion the country needs
to stay afloat over the next six
months.

To counter Sri Lanka's fuel
shortage, Wickremesinghe told
The Associated Press in a re-
cent interview that he would
consider buying more steeply
discounted oil from Russia to
help tide the country through
its crisis.
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Private police
force 

Ever since Mamata

Banerjee, also fondly

called as Didi by her fol-

lowers, has taken over

charge as the Chief

Minister of West Bengal

after dethroning the

CPM which ruled the

state for decades, it ap-

pears as if the State po-

lice force has become a

private police force be-

longing to ruling TMC

under her. The State po-

lice has shamefully be-

come a part of her mis-

deeds, as evidenced by

their inaction against

some very serious crimes

committed by her party

goons against their politi-

cal rivals BJP in particu-

lar before and during the

last Assembly poll. The

situation was so grave

that people of majority

community had to flee

their homeland in fear of

election backlashes.

Even the Governor's in-

tervention regarding

law-and-order situation

of the State did not have

any impact. We are all

aware of one TMC goon

named Garga Chatterjee

who had passed some

derogatory remarks

against Swargadeo

Sukhapha, the founder of

the Ahom dynasty in

Assam who ruled Assam

for six hundred years.

The six hundred years of

Ahom reign was a golden

chapter of Assam's histo-

ry. Accordingly, a FIR

was lodged against

Garga Chatterjee by

Banashree Gogoi in 2020

at the Latasil PS and also

the crime branch of the

State police had filed a

suo moto case against the

offender. Due to extreme

non-cooperation by the

West Bengal police, the

Assam Police has failed

to nab the culprit from

Kolkata. Now very right-

ly the Gauhati High

Court has issued a show-

cause notice to Chief

Secretary, Government of

West Bengal along with

the Police Commissioner

for the non-cooperation

in this issue. The failure

of Assam Police to nab

this culprit in spite of a

non-bailable arrest war-

rant was only because of

Didi, who sometime back

openly sat in dharna in

support of the police

commissioner, which is

simply unethical. Also

Read - Parenting skills: A

positive way It is jungle

raj in West Bengal, once a

cultural capital of India.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,

Guwahati.

Dr Ashim Chowdhury,

Guwahati

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

Printed by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat
Press, G.E. Road, Press Complex, Raipur and Published at Navbharat Bhawan, Near Bus

Stand, Bilaspur, Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla (Responsible for
selection of news under PRB Act.) Phone: (07752) 224563, 230591 Fax : (07752) 405338,

Raipur : (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703, Regd. No. CHHENG/2012/44065

D raupadi Murmu has been declared by the Bharatiya Janata
Party as its presidential candidate for the fifteenth presidential

election in 2022, which shows good political skills and maturity. She is
a tribal representative who will be the first tribal to reach the highest
constitutional post and the second woman President of the Republic of
India, which will give new strength to the democracy of India, along
with the world. India is also changing rapidly. A new political vision, a
new political environment is taking shape in the all-pervading turmoil,
in this era, with Draupadi Murmu becoming the President, not only the
dignity of this highest constitutional post will get a new record, but the
national existence and identity will also be strengthened. It is because
her image has been that of a knowledgeable and soft-spoken politi-
cian of settled democratic traditions. It is hoped that her presence as
the constitutional head of the country will reassure every Indian, espe-
cially women, tribal for their peaceful and safe life. Only the tribal can
feel the pain of the tribal - that is, the pain of the reality that has been
experienced. It is no surprise, in my view, that Draupadi Murmu
emerged as the greatest female representative to raise the voice of
the tribals and the oppressed in today's world. Former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee had sent a Muslim APJ Abdul Kalam to
Rashtrapati Bhavan and now Narendra Modi is consecrating first a
Dalit, Ramnath Kovind and then Draupadi Murmu, a Scheduled Tribe,
to the highest post of the executive, which is certainly a healthy and
progressive decision. Narendra Modi has not only stunned, and sur-
prised, but has been doing miracles with his decisions, the same has
been done by announcing the name of Draupadi Murmu. Because
many targets have been hit with this one arrow. The BJP has been
struggling hard in these states due to the presence of very powerful
regional parties like Mamata Banerjee's Trinamool Congress in West
Bengal, BJD in Odisha and Jharkhand Mukti Morcha in Jharkhand.
Whereas in these three states the dominance of Congress is negligi-
ble. In such a situation, by sending Draupadi Murmu to Rashtrapati
Bhavan, BJP will not only be able to ease its fight but will also be suc-
cessful in making its place in these states. The elections are in front of
Gujrat, there is also a tribal community in abundance, and the effect of
this decision will be seen there as well. On the other hand, for the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, its fight against the conversion of a
large number of tribals on behalf of Christian missionaries may also
become easier now. Today, the fire of communal hatred is being delib-
erately fuelled in the country. All kinds of crises are being created; it is
a great irony of democracy that heads are counted here, not brains.
Our democracy is suffering because of this, it has been suffering.
More heads are coming, not the brain. There are more masks of caste,
religion and class and fewer faces of humanity. By deceitful use of in-
telligence, they create a maze of equations, from which Abhimanyu
did not learn to get out. In fact, the people who drive democracy need
such training so that a new definition of democracy can be rewritten.
This vision made Draupadi Murmu's role not only important but also
decisive. Therefore, by placing this burden on Draupadi Murmu, the
country wants to assure that the governance of the Constitution from
Arunachal Pradesh to West Bengal; it will run uninterrupted and the
country's borders will be completely safe because the President is the
Supreme Commander of the armies. This will be the first time in the
history of India that the dignity of the office of a tribal woman will be
increased by placing her as the President.

Draupadi Murmu gives heights
to the Presidential race

S harp price rise and inflation in general and of food articles in par-
ticular is now casting devastating impact on poor household,

though Modi government and so called economic experts trying to un-
derplay the dire consequences by telling the people all sorts of things
including it is global phenomena, it is due to external factors, and even
that the RBI and the Centre are doing their best to rein them in due to
which inflation in May 2022 moderated to 7.04 per cent from 7.79 per
cent. However, nobody is telling what it means to poor households
and what domestic factors including the mentality of profiteering and
mismanagement of the Indian economy have brought us where we are
today. The digits such as 7.04 per cent (inflation in May) or 7.79 per
cent (inflation in April) do show that inflation calm down a little, but
after rising to a 95-months (almost 8 years) high. People who know
the number system may have rightly understood it in digits but only
those have really understood it in wholeness of the situation who have
been undergoing the impact, which has gone even beyond the com-
prehension of those who are not members of the poor households.
Undergoing experience provides quite different knowledge than one
can acquire through words. Let us take example of poor households to
know what happened to them last month in May when inflation was
moderated compared to April. A little softening of the inflation should
not mislead our intelligentsia to believe that poor households have re-
ceived the relief they required. It is because the average households in
the country have reported 2½ days of shortfall of provisions in May. It
means the provisions they purchased for a month did not last a month,
and at this rate, they will have a shortfall of 30 days of provisions in 12
months of a year. It implies that the poor households must earn the
money they need for an extra month’s provisions, and if they can’t
earn, which is most likely to be in the present situation of joblessness
in the country, they need to curtail their necessary expenditure, such
as on food, education of children, or medical requirement etc, which
they have already resorted to. And this moderation of CPI inflation in
May to 7.04 per cent and somewhat moderated Core CPI to 6.09 from
6.97 in April is still deceptive, despite the claim of SBI’s recent re-
search report ‘Ecowrap’ that “RBI is much ahead of the curve in con-
trolling inflation and the Fed can now borrow a template from RBI to
control US inflation that is all-pervasive and threatens to rip apart
global financial stability.” Even the RBI, whose actions are lauded by
the SBI, is aware of the challenge ahead in successfully tackling the
price rise and inflation. RBI itself has revised upwards its inflation pro-
jection to 6.7 per cent for the current fiscal from its previous forecast
of 5.7 per cent. It shows that the RBI is well aware that the country is
heading towards more precarious situation which is reflected in even
its assessment of the first quarter inflation at 7.5 per cent, more than
the so called moderated 7.04 per cent inflation in May. Even for the
second quarter of the current financial year it has projected an infla-
tion of 7.4 per cent. Though the RBI has tried to create a hope among
the people suffering from high price rise and inflation, especially on
food, by its assessment for the third quarter at 6.2 per cent, and for
the fourth quarter at 5.8 per cent, with risks, evenly balanced, it is very
hard to believe on it, in the backdrop of our experience of the recent
past when inflation breached its assessed range of 4 to 6 per cent. 

Price rise and inflation
devastating poor 

households
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Chief Minister of Delhi Arvind Kejriwal presents a cheque to an athlete under Mission Excellence Scheme, in New Delhi. Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia is also seen.

Why Sri Lanka’s economy collapsed and what’s next

MISSION EXCELLENCE SCHEME

KRISHAN FRANCIS AND
ELAINE KURTENBACH

R esearchers at the Medical Research
Council (MRC) Laboratory for Molecular

Biology in the UK, who produced the first 4D
map of healthy human brain temperature, have
found that an average human brain tempera-
ture is 38.5 degrees Celsius, with deeper brain
regions often exceeding 40 degrees Celsius,
particularly in women during the daytime.
Normal human brain temperature varies much
more than previously thought, and this could
be a sign of healthy brain function. The map
overturns several previous assumptions and
shows the remarkable extent to which brain
temperature varies by brain region, age, sex,
and time of day. Importantly, these findings
also challenge a widely held belief that human
brain and body temperature are the same. The
research, published in the journal Brain, also
included analysis of data from patients with
traumatic brain injury, showing that the pres-
ence of daily brain temperature cycles strongly
correlates with survival. These findings could
be used to improve understanding, prognosis,
and treatment of brain injury. "To me, the most
surprising finding from our study is that the
healthy human brain can reach temperatures
that would be diagnosed as fever anywhere
else in the body. Such high temperatures have
been measured in people with brain injuries in
the past, but had been assumed to result from
the injury," said Dr. John O'Neill, Group Leader
at the MRC Lab. To study the healthy brain, the
researchers recruited 40 volunteers, aged 20-

40 years, to be scanned in the morning, after-
noon, and late evening over one day. In healthy
participants, the average brain temperature
was 38.5 degrees Celsius, more than two de-
grees warmer than that measured under the
tongue. The study also found that brain tem-
perature varied depending on: time of day,
brain region, sex and menstrual cycle, and age.
While the brain surface was generally cooler,
deeper brain structures were frequently
warmer than 40 degrees Celsius; with the high-
est observed brain temperature being 40.9 de-
grees Celsius. Across all individuals, brain tem-
perature showed consistent time-of-day varia-
tion by nearly 1 degrees Celsius, with highest
brain temperatures observed in the afternoon,
and the lowest at night. "We found that brain
temperature drops at night before you go to
sleep and rises during the day. There is good
reason to believe this daily variation is associ-
ated with long-term brain health a" something
we hope to investigate next," O'Neill said.

F or the fitness-freak/diet conscious eaters,
this aquatic-plant provides nutrient-rich-

low-fat-low-calorie-high fibre super food and
dietary supplements. For those suffering from
various lifestyle diseases or metabolic ail-
ments, bioactive molecules (nutraceuticals)
derived from the plant can offer relief and
health benefits. For the environment con-
scious, edible, biodegradable natural biopoly-
mer sachets derived from this plant can be a
substitute for toxic, polluting plastics. During
the pandemic, hand sanitizers were also made
from this plant. All thanks to this all-in-one
magical aquatic herb – seaweed or macro
algae and its multifarious applications. After
Prime Minister Narendra Modi emphasised on
developing the blue economy in coastal states
and asked stakeholders to re-focus on sea-
weed farming and research, the latter has
been carried out in full swing in the pandemic
years. Seaweeds (macro algae) have been put
to multifarious uses, especially, in the food,
agro and pharma sectors. 

Government marine scientists from top re-
search institutes – namely the Central Marine
Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI) and
Central Institute of Fisheries Technology (CIFT)
under the aegis of Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) have come up
with diversified and interesting natural, sea-
weed-based products and culture, which are
primarily produced along the coasts of Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala and Gujarat.
Diversifying the utilization of seaweed, scien-

tists have also developed varieties of value-
added food products and dietary supplements
enriched with seaweed nutrients. This nutri-
ent-rich, high-fibre super food is low in calories
and fat, rich in antioxidants and polyunsaturat-
ed fatty acid (good fat), high in protein, iodine,
calcium, copper, iron and vitamins (especially
Vitamin K). It is being used to make nutra-
drink and fucoidan dietary supplements, di-
etary fibre fortified-fish sausages, seaweed yo-
ghurt, cookies, seaweed-enriched noodles and
pasta. Elaborating on the various edible prod-
ucts, researcher on seaweeds at ICAR-CIFT
Jesmi Debbarma avers, “We have optimised
the technology for dietary fibre extraction
from a species of red seaweed — Gracilaria
edulis — that grows abundantly in the East and
West Coast of India. Dietary fibre helps in re-
ducing incidences of coronary diseases and di-
abetes, gut neoplasia, prevents constipation
and reduces colon cancer risks. A new product
— seaweed dietary fibre fortified fish sausage
has also been developed. 

Tmperature variations in the brain associated 
with healthy functioning of the human mind

Seaweed, the wonder aquatic plant
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BRIEF

Dr Reddy’s 
Hyderabad: Dr
Reddy’s Laboratories
Ltd on Friday an-
nounced that it has ac-
quired a portfolio of
branded and generic
injectable products
from USA-based Eton
Pharmaceuticals, Inc
for USD 50 million. A
press release from the
Indian drug maker
said, the portfolio in-
cludes the Biorphen
(phenylephrine hydro-
choloride) injection
and Rezipres
(ephedrine hydrochlo-
ride) injection NDAs
(New Drug
Applications) with
nine separate combi-
nations of strengths
and presentations and
one first-to-file ap-
proved ANDA ( abbre-
viated new drug appli-
cation) for Cysteine
Hydrochloride for the
USA.

Ola Electric
New Delhi: Electric
two-wheeler maker
Ola Electric on Friday
said it has crossed Rs
500 crore revenue in
the first two months of
FY2022-23. Amid re-
ports that the compa-
ny’s sales have slowed
down, Ola Electric as-
serted that it is on
track to cross the USD
1 billion (over Rs 7,800
crore) revenue by the
end of this year. In a
statement, Ola
Electric said it has
surpassed Rs 500 crore
revenue in its first two
months of FY22-23
without sharing the
total number of vehi-
cles sold during the
two months.

Forex reserves 
Mumbai: The coun-
try’s foreign exchange
reserves declined by
USD 5.87 billion to
USD 590.588 billion in
the week ended on
June 17, the RBI data
showed. In the previ-
ous week ended on
June 10, the reserves
had dropped by USD
4.599 billion to USD
596.458 billion. In the
reporting week, the
forex reserves fell due
to a dip in foreign cur-
rent assets (FCAs), a
major component of
the overall reserves,
and also in gold re-
serves, the data
showed.

Shadowfax
Mumbai: On-demand
third party logistics
provider Shadowfax
Technology has said it
plans to hire 75,000 de-
livery partners by
next month as it ex-
pands delivery net-
work. In addition, the
company said, it is
open to hiring people
who can not commute
long distances but
want to earn
money/be financially
independent, it said.
The platform had ear-
lier announced its
plan to create 5,000 de-
livery partner jobs in
Tamil Nadu.

MG Motor 
Mumbai: MG Motor
India on Friday said it
has inaugurated the
first two residential
community SMART
electric vehicle charg-
ers in Jaipur as part
of its plans to set up
more such charging
stations in the
Rajasthan capital.
Under the company’s
MG Charge initiative,
the automaker will in-
stall 1,000 AC fast
chargers at residen-
tial localities across
India in 1,000 days, it
said in a statement.
MG Motor said it is
taking conscious
steps towards green
mobility and
strengthening the EV
charging infrastruc-
ture in the country.

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

Union minister Nitin
Gadkari on Friday said
the new car assessment
program — Bharat
NCAP, proposes a mecha-
nism wherein automo-
biles in India shall be ac-
corded ‘Star Ratings’
based upon their per-
formance in crash tests.

In a series of tweets,
Gadkari said the Bharat
New Car Assessment
Programme (Bharat
NCAP) will serve as a
consumer-centric plat-
form, allowing cus-
tomers to opt for safer
cars based upon their
Star-Ratings, while pro-
moting a healthy compe-
tition among original
equipment manufactur-
ers (OEMs) in India to
manufacture safer vehi-

cles.
“I have now approved

the draft GSR notifica-
tion to introduce Bharat
NCAP (New Car
Assessment Program),
wherein automobiles in
India shall be accorded
Star Ratings based upon
their performance in
crash tests,” he said.

The Road Transport
and Highways minister
stressed that Star

Ratings of Indian cars
based on crash tests is ex-
tremely crucial not only
to ensure structural and
passenger safety in cars,
but to also increase the
export-worthiness of
Indian automobiles.

The testing protocol of
Bharat NCAP shall be
aligned with global
crash-test protocols fac-
toring in the existing
Indian regulations, al-
lowing OEMs to get their
vehicles tested at India’s
own in-house testing fa-
cilities, Gadkari said.

According to him,
Bharat NCAP will prove
to be a critical instru-
ment in making our auto-
mobile industry
Aatmanirbhar with the
mission of making India
the top automobile hub
in the world.

Automobiles in India to be accorded ‘Star Ratings’
based on performance in crash tests: Gadkari

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

German luxury carmak-
er BMW on Friday
launched the ‘M340i
xDrive 50 Jahre M Edition’
car priced at Rs 68.9 lakh
in India. Locally produced
at BMW Group’s Chennai
plant, the special edition

car is powered by a 2,998 cc
petrol engine with a power
output of 387 hp and 500
Nm maximum torque. It
can accelerate from 0 to
100 km/hr in 4.4 seconds,
BMW India said in a state-
ment. It comes with a host
of features such as virtual
assistant, gesture control,

wireless Apple CarPlay
and Android Auto, along
with head-up display, park-
ing assistant with rear
view camera and revers-
ing assistant, it added. It is
the first special edition to
be launched as the compa-
ny celebrates 50 years of
BMW M series sportscars.

BMW launches M340i xDrive 50
Jahre M Edition in India

ESIC scheme adds
12.67 lakh new

members in April
New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):
Around 12.67 lakh new
members joined the ESIC-
run social security scheme
in April 2022, according to
official data released on
Friday.

The latest data is part of
a report — Payroll
Reporting in India: An
Employment Perspective -
April 2022 — released by
the National Statistical
Office (NSO).

It showed that the gross
new enrolments with
Employees’ State
Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) rose to 1.49 crore in
2021-22 from 1.15 crore in
2020-21. It was 1.51 crore in
2019-20 and 1.49 crore in
2018-19.

From September 2017 to
March 2018, around 83.35
lakh new subscribers
joined the ESIC scheme.

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJuunn  2244  ((PPTTII))::

Bajaj Auto on Friday
announced the launch of an all-
black variant of its Pulsar 250
model with dual-channel ABS
(anti-lock braking system).

Pulsar N250 (Naked
Streetfighter) and Pulsar F250
(Semi-Faired Street Racer) are
priced at around Rs 1.50 lakh
(Ex-showroom Delhi), the com-
pany said in a statement.
However, the single-channel
ABS variant of the bike model
will continue to sell in the
existing colours, it added.
The company also said that it
has delivered 10,000 units in
less than six months of the
bike’s launch, which is an
achievement for any 250-cc
segment motorcycle in the
post-BS VI era. The all-new
dual-channel ABS variant of

the Pulsar 250 is equipped with
300 mm front and 230 mm rear
disc brakes and larger tyre
dimensions for an improved
grip to provide assured overall
safety, it noted. 

“Bajaj Pulsar 250 has
enjoyed an immense response
from riders across the country.
We will continue to entice
them with the newly launched
Dual-Channel ABS variant,

which comes on top of already
existing features. “Rider safety
is of utmost importance for us
at Bajaj Auto and the introduc-
tion of dual-channel ABS on
Pulsar 250 combined with an
all-black variant will further
spruce up the demand for
Pulsar 250,” said Sarang
Kanade, President of
Motorcycle Business at Bajaj
Auto Ltd.

Bajaj Auto launches all-black
variant of Pulsar 250

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

Two-wheeler market
leader Hero MotoCorp on
Friday announced the
launch of its new Passion
‘XTec’ motorcycle with
prices starting at Rs 74,590
(ex-showroom Delhi).

The bike is powered by a
110cc engine with a power
output of 9 BHP and has fea-
tures like Bluetooth connec-
tivity, SMS and call alerts,
real-time mileage indicator,
low-fuel indicator, side-stand
engine cut-off and service
reminder, Hero MotoCorp
said in a statement. It is

available in two options
with the drum brake vari-
ant priced at Rs 74,590 and
the disc brake variant
tagged at Rs 78,990 (ex-show-
room Delhi), it added. Hero
MotoCorp Head of Strategy
and Global Product
Planning Malo Le Masson
said the company’s range of
‘XTec’ products, such as the
Splendor+ XTec, Glamour
125 XTec, Pleasure+ 110
XTec and Destini 125 XTec
have “received an over-
whelming response from
customers and we expect the
Passion XTec to continue
this trend”.

Hero MotoCorp launches
Passion Xtec motorcycle

Price starts at Rs 74,590

Mumbai, Jun 24 (PTI):

The rupee on Friday
slipped 1 paisa to close at
its all-time low of 78.33
(provisional) against the
US dollar. At the interbank
foreign exchange market,
the local currency opened
at 78.20 and finally settled
at its all-time low of 78.33,
down 1 paisa from its pre-

vious close. During the
day, the local unit wit-
nessed an intra-day high of
78.19 and a low of 78.35
against the American cur-
rency.

On Thursday, the rupee
had settled at 78.32 against
the US dollar.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket
of six currencies, fell 0.25
per cent to 104.17.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark, ad-
vanced 1.13 per cent to
USD 111.29 per barrel.

On the domestic equity
market front, the BSE
Sensex ended 462.26 points
or 0.88 per cent higher at
52,727.98, while the broad-
er NSE Nifty gained 142.60
points or 0.92 per cent to
15,699.25.

Rupee settles at all-time low
of 78.33 against US dollar

Mumbai, Jun 24 (PTI):

Benchmark equity in-
dices Sensex and Nifty
rose by nearly 1 per cent
on Friday, extending gains
for a second day on the
back of buying in bank-
ing, financials and energy
stocks in line with firm
global trends.

The 30-share BSE
Sensex advanced further
by 462.26 points or 0.88 per
cent to settle at 52,727.98.

During the day, it rallied
644.15 points or 1.23 per
cent to 52,909.87.

The Nifty gained 142.60
points or 0.92 per cent to
settle at 15,699.25. Sensex
and Nifty had recovered
nearly 1 per cent
Thursday.

From the Sensex pack,
M&M, IndusInd Bank,
Bajaj Finance, Hindustan
Unilever, ICICI Bank,
Bharti Airtel, Reliance
Industries and Tata Steel

were the major gainers.
On the other hand, Tech
Mahindra, Infosys, HCL
Technologies, TCS, Wipro
and Sun Pharma were the
laggards.

Elsewhere in Asia, mar-
kets in Tokyo, Seoul, Hong
Kong and Shanghai ended
with sharp gains.

European markets were
also trading in the green
in mid-session deals.

The US markets had
ended with gains on
Thursday.

“Mirroring a firm trend
in the global market and in
response to declining com-
modity prices, the domes-
tic market maintained its
positive trend. The up-
move was supported by
broad-based buying except
in IT,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research at Geojit
Financial Services.

International oil bench-
mark Brent crude rose by
1.11 per cent to USD 111.27
per barrel.

Markets gain for 2nd day; Sensex, Nifty
climb nearly 1 pc amid firm global trends

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

Chemicals and
Fertiliser Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Friday urged the industry
players to make the manu-
facturing of green hydro-
gen affordable and accessi-
ble. India has tremendous
opportunities in green hy-
drogen due to its geo-
graphical advantage, he
said. Addressing an event,
Mandaviya said the gov-
ernment alone cannot
achieve the target of green
energy. Synergy among in-
dustries, academia and the
government is required.

The government aims
production of 5 million
tonnes of green hydrogen
by 2030 and the related de-
velopment of renewable

energy capacity under the
National Hydrogen
Mission.

“We need to grow in the
research and production
sector and innovate in the
development and manu-
facturing of green hydro-
gen. Only the government
alone can’t achieve the tar-
get of green energy,” an of-
ficial statement quoted
Mandaviya as saying at
the event.

Make green hydrogen 
manufacturing affordable,

accessible: Mansukh Mandaviya

RBI will not allow
‘jerky movements’
of Rupee: Deputy
Governor Patra

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  2244  ((PPTTII))::

Reserve Bank Deputy Governor
Michael D Patra on Friday said
the Central Bank will not allow
“jerky movements” of Rupee
and stressed that the Indian
currency has witnessed least
depreciation in recent times.
Addressing an interactive ses-
sion on ‘Geo-Political Spillovers
and Indian Economy’, he attrib-
uted the lesser depreciation of
Rupee to high foreign
exchange reserves of around
USD 600 billion. 

“We will stand for its stabili-
ty, and we’re doing it on an
ongoing basis even as I speak.
We are there in the market. We
will not allow disorderly move-
ments. We have no level in our
mind, but we will not allow
jerky movements that is for
certain and let it be widely
known that we are in the mar-
ket defending the rupee
against volatility,” he said dur-
ing the session organised by
industry body PHDCCI.

ACROSS

1. Charge

5. Chaps

9. Leading actors

14. Mimic

15. Water (Sp.)

16. Dutch bloom

17. Strong gust

18. Abound

19. Marry clandestinely

20. She, in Madrid

21. Intrigued

23. Beach material

25. Memorable period

26. Bush

29. Voyaging

32. Picnic pest

35. Weepy

36. Ecstasy

39. Roof edges

40. Saloon

41. Baking chambers

42. Dislike

44. Belief

45. Barbie’s beau

46. Movie personnel

48. Wipe clean

49. Sock tip

51. Slippery creatures

53. Washington inlet (2 wds.)

58. Chef’s measures (abbr.)

62. Separated

63. Pharmacy item

64. Medicinal herb

65. Din

66. Bogeyman

67. Swipe

68. Go onstage

69. Marsh plant

70. Water pitcher

DOWN

1. Pen

2. Colorful gem

3. Peddle

4. Financial officer

5. Old Roman language

6. Program

7. Music for two

8. Unchanged

9. Ranch animal

10. Oklahoma metropolis

11. Oodles (2 wds.)

12. Ready to pick

13. Hurried

22. Gather crops

24. Chasm

26. Sirloin, e.g.

27. Throw

28. Black bird

30. Penn and Connery

31. Spain’s cont.

32. Sports building

33. Dressed to the ____

34. A sense

37. Lodge

38. Exaggerate

40. Long scarf

43. Chills

47. Professor’s protection

49. Concise

50. Furry swimmer

52. Advanced gradually

53. Window section

54. On top of

55. Gallop or trot

56. Bloodhound’s clue

57. Encourage

59. Cabbage salad

60. Prod

61. Clairvoyant one
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Too many projects to complete might
have you feeling just a little bit pres-
sured, Aquarius. However, your innate
determination is likely to drive you on to
try to get it all done even if it seems
impossible. Don’t try to do it all yourself.
Don’t be afraid to ask for a little help.
This might accomplish your ends with-
out putting undue burdens on yourself.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You’ve been doing well, Pisces, but today
you might be feeling more focused than
ever. The path ahead seems clear and well
defined. You’re looking forward to the
future with motivation and anticipation. You
might be considering a travel adventure or
perhaps going back to school for an
advanced degree. Today is a good day to
start doing some research and finalizing
your plans. Go to it.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

The astral energy indicates positive financial

news. A settlement, grant, or bonus of some

kind that you’ve anticipated for a long time

may finally manifest. You might want to cele-

brate, Aries. A chance to attend a large gath-

ering might come your way. Have fun. Tonight,

don’t be surprised if you have vivid dreams -

some great, some sad. Keep paper and pen

handy so you can write them down.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

oday you’ll put a lot of energy into business,

personal, or romantic partnerships. They’re

likely to be especially beneficial now, Taurus.

So even if you prefer to work alone, this is the

time to explore the possibility of joining with

those who share your ambitions. Romantic

partnerships formed or advanced today are

likely to prove stable and enduring. Don’t let

fear stand in your way. Move ahead.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Too much work and the resulting pressure

over the past few days could have you feel-

ing too tired to do anything more, Gemini,

although your optimism and enthusiasm

are still intact. Don’t be too hard on your-

self if you’re dragging a little toward the

end of the day. You’ll be able to recharge

your batteries before tomorrow. In the

evening, relax at home with a good book.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Romance blossoms for you tonight, Cancer,

perhaps after a long period of standing still. A

new sense of stability and security may settle

on love relationships and close friendships.

Children could also be a source of warmth and

pleasure. You might want to channel some of

this positive energy into creative activity of

some kind, which will increase your sense of

contentment and well-being.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Tonight you might host a virtual social
event, perhaps for business associates.
You could be nervous at first, Leo, wonder-
ing if all will go as well as you hope, but
your efforts should produce the results you
want. You might be introduced to new con-
tacts, leading to increased opportunities.
Take a walk after itâ€™s over. Your mind
will be churning, and you’ll want to clear
your head.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Paperwork, perhaps contracts or other legal

documents of some kind, might need atten-

tion so you can move ahead with some of your

projects. These projects could involve writing

or speaking. Your mind is in just the right

space to participate in anything involving

communication, Virgo, and doors of opportu-

nity may open up for you in this field. Gird

your loins and get to it. You’ll be glad you did.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The financial picture continues to improve,

Libra. At some point during the day, you

might have the feeling that you aren’t work-

ing hard enough to keep the forward motion

going, and you might feel panic rise. This

could prove a good motivating factor, but

you don’t need to push yourself harder than

you’re going now. You’re on a roll and it’s

likely to continue. Just pace yourself.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Even though all continues to go well for you,

Scorpio, your mood may go up and down

today. In spite of all the great things in your

life, you might find yourself feeling a little

blue sometime during the day. Don’t read too

much into it. It’s probably just the result of

low biorhythms. Try to distract yourself with

work. This evening talk or text with some

friends who always cheer you up.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Trying to get too much work done in the
course of one day might prove self-defeating
today, Sagittarius. Your energy isn’t what it
usually is, and you’re probably operating on
nervous energy. Consider the situation and
list your tasks in order of urgency. The world
won’t come to an end if you don’t get them all
done today. In the evening, rent a pile of
DVDs, order a pizza, and relax.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

A depressed friend may need cheering up.

Your ability to nurture and listen sympatheti-

cally will prove beneficial, Capricorn. Take

care not to absorb any of this person’s dejec-

tion. Your own life should continue to go well,

with business and career successes leading to

new friendships and goals. Hang onto your

own enthusiasm and optimism while extend-

ing a compassionate ear to others.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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HH e will be turning 37 on June
26 but it's not his birthday

Arjun Kapoor is excited about.
The actor instead is gung-ho
about his upcoming film 'Ek
Villain Returns' and said that he is
only excited about celebrating
being a villain. About his 37th
birthday plans, Arjun  said: "My
birthday is full of villain because
'Ek Villain Returns' (releases)
soon and I am only excited about
being a villain this birthday. All
my plans are revolving around
being a villain and celebrating
being a villain and bringing 'Ek
Villain Returns' to you."

Looking back, Arjun has had a
"pretty fun year". Now he has a
gamut of releases coming up
starting with 'Ek Villain Returns',
'Kuttey' and 'The Lady Killer'.

Arjun, whose first job in the
film industry was as an assistant
director on Nikhil Advani's 'Kal Ho
Naa Ho' in 2003, said: "I have had
the chance to play a complete vil-
lain and the release of 'Bhoot

Police'. I managed to shoot
'Kuttey' and I have just almost
completed 'The Lady Killer'. So, (I
have) been able to be in three dif-
ferent worlds... Also and I am
looking forward to a theatrical
release. It has been a fun year."

With a string of releases lined
up, Arjun feels the responsibility.

"The pressure is always there
but then excitement is also a lot.
It has a lot to do with the fact that
these are three films I shot after
selecting them with a lot of
excitement and care in order to
make sure that I present myself to
the audience in a new dynamic
way. 

There is a lot of intensity in all
three films," said Arjun, who is
fondly called 'Baba' by his fans.
The 'Sandeep Aur Pinky Faraar'
actor describes 'Ek Villain
Returns' as "very cinematic". He
shared that 'Kuttey' "has mad
energy" and that 'The Lady Killer'
has "the raw edgy intensity"
which he wanted to explore. "So,

the pressure is to make sure that
the audiences enjoy all the three
films and my work comes across
as different. But that pressure is
good. One must always have that
pressure while making a film...You
can't take the audiences for
granted. 

Nervous excitement is the best
way to put it," added the actor,
who is in a relationship with diva
Malaika Arora. Arjun says he is
looking forward to see how the
audiences react to him. 2021 and
2022 have been years of personal
developments for Arjun. He is
focussing on his health and has
taken to fitness seriously.

"I think it has been a year of
my personal developments also. I
have learnt to take care of myself
also... Yeah, so right now is the
new exciting times. The year that
has gone by will allow me to see
the results in the coming year. So,
looking forward to my hardwork
paying dividends and love from
the audience."

Arjun Kapoor: I’m only excited
about being a villain this birthday

S tar Bharat comes up
with the most inter-

esting storylines for its
viewers and they have
done it again. Shireen
Mirza will be seen por-
traying an important role
on their upcoming show
‘Bohot Pyaar Karte Hai’.

Shireen Mirza will play
‘Kaamna Malhotra’ on
‘Bohot Pyaar Karte Hai’.
Shireen Mirza has an ex-
tensive body of work,
where she has worked in
many different shows
with exemplary acting
skills. She is regarded as
a versatile actress and
has received a lot of ap-

preciation from her fans.
Shireen Mirza on her

role of ‘Kaamna’, “I’m so
happy to be back on tele-
vision after such a long
time. I’m playing the role
of Kaamna Malhotra on
the show ‘Bohot Pyaar
Karte Hai’. I had taken a
break for two years due to
my marriage, the pan-
demic and the lockdown.
I wanted to focus on fami-
ly after my marriage.
And now I am very excit-
ed to be back on the small
screen.” The show is
about bringing two very
different people together.
We will get to see how
things unfold for this
strange and sudden fami-
ly created through the
goal of loving and pro-
tecting a child named
Zoon. We are excited to
see what Shireen’s char-
acter will bring to the sto-
ryline!

Stay tuned for more
updates and watch out
for ‘Bohot Pyaar Karte
Hai’, only on Star
Bharat!

'Shireen
makes a
come-
back on
TV after
2 years’ 

Urvashi Rautela

talks about 
her pan-India
debut film 
‘The Legend’

AA ctress Urvashi Rautela is making her pan-
India debut with the film 'The Legend'.

The actress is over-the-moon and said that the
film is about romance, humour, action, and plot
twists. Expressing excitement for her film,
Urvashi stated, "At last! My goal of becoming a
pan-Indian actress was realised with the launch
of the trailer for my pan-India release film,
which is all about romance, humour, action,
and plot twists abound throughout the movie."
She added: "With its stunning surroundings,
vibrant music, comedic tunes, and necessary
social message, it is a big-budget mainstream
entertainment." Urvashi will be seen playing a
"microbiologist and IITian in the movie". "The
movie will also convey a message about the
educational system. I appreciate everyone's
kindness and genuine affection they have
showed me for my movie."

GG et ready to witness India’s
first ever Super-soldier

take on the terrorists and
secure the nation with the
World Television Premiere of
Attack on Zee Cinema on 26th
June at 8pm. A homegrown
story with action matching the
international level, Attack fea-
tures John Abraham as the
super-soldier along with Rakul
Preet Singh and Jacqueline

Fernandez in pivotal roles.
Taking the genre to the next
level, John Abraham opens up
about unconventional film
choices, producing Attack and
experimenting with action gen-
res.

TThhee  ffiillmm  iiss  bbaasseedd  oonn  aa  ffaaiirrllyy
nneeww  ccoonncceepptt..  WWhhaatt  iiss  iitt  tthhaatt
ccoommppeelllleedd  yyoouu  ttoo  ttaakkee  tthhiiss  pprroojj--
eecctt  uupp,,  aass  aa  pprroodduucceerr,,  aanndd  aann
aaccttoorr??

I have always wanted to take
action in India to the next level
and this film gave me that
opportunity. But honestly, it
isn’t as much about the action
as it is about the attitude, and
that’s what we tried to maintain
in the film. As a producer, I
wanted to risk a lot in the kind
of content that I was making. If
you do what you’ve always
done, you might face disap-
pointment. But if you're making
something different and risk
the probability of failure, you at
least tried something different.
I wanted to reinvent action and
didn't want to play safe. Attack
is an action film for the world of
tomorrow. If you look at mod-
ern warfare, it isn’t convention-
al anymore. Keeping that in
mind, we have made this film
technologically elevated while
keeping the patriotic appeal in
the top gear. And the beauty of

the film is that every generation
can watch the film.

LLooookkiinngg  aatt  yyoouurr  wwoorrkk  ttrraajjeecc--
ttoorryy  tthhaatt  eennccoommppaasssseess  ffiillmmss
lliikkee  AAttttaacckk,,  BBaattllaa  HHoouussee,,  NNoo
SSmmookkiinngg,,  yyoouu  aallwwaayyss  ttaakkee  uupp
pprroojjeeccttss  tthhaatt  aarree  ddiiffffeerreenntt..
WWhhaatt  iiss  yyoouurr  sseelleeccttiioonn  pprroocceessss
lliikkee??    

One has to ask themselves
what they want in life. Do you
want money or respect? For
me, it’s respect. And I take com-
plete responsibility for my
choices. Every day is a learning
process. Every day is a choice.
You can go horribly wrong or
you can make the best decision
– that’s a bet you need to put on
your instinct. Failure is not a
fear I have anymore. There’s
always going to be another
chance. This is why I select
films that are radically differ-
ent. That keeps me going
absolutely all the time.

‘Attack is
an action
film for the
world of
tomorrow

R ashmika Mandanna, who became a national sensa-
tion after starring in 'Pushpa: The Rise', has begun

her entrepreneurial journey the vegan way. Vegan beau-
ty and personal care brand Plum on Thursday said that
actor Rashmika Mandanna has come on board as an in-
vestor and brand ambassador. This comes at a time
when the brand aims to double its annual recurring rev-
enue (ARR) over the next 12 months, with Rashmika's
pan-India presence and fan base. In just a short span of 6
years, Rashmika has not only emerged as one of the
most bankable actresses in the Indian film industry, but
also an influential name in the brand world, endorsing
the top ones. With this, the actress has turned entrepre-
neur. Apart from being a lucky mascot at the box office
and one of the leading female stars of her generation,
Rashmika is fast emerging as a savvy businesswoman
too. On the work front, Rashmika currently boasts of
one of the strongest line-ups. She will be next seen in
'Pushpa 2' alongside Allu Arjun, 'Goodbye' opposite
Amitabh Bachchan, 'Animal' opposite Ranbir Kapoor,
'Varisu' alongside Vijay Thalapatty and 'Mission
Majnu' with Sidharth Malhotra.

Rashmika
Mandanna turns 

vegan entrepreneur
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Bengaluru, Jun 24 (PTI):

Unheralded Yash
Dubey and Shubham
Sharma made the
biggest stage of Indian
domestic cricket their
own with well-crafted
centuries, that pulled
the rug from under
heavyweights Mumbai’s
feet as Madhya Pradesh
took a giant leap to-
wards their maiden
Ranji Trophy title, here
on Friday.

Mumbai’s first in-
nings score of 374
looked reasonably good
on the second day but
Dubey (133, 336 balls)
and Sharma (116, 215
balls) added 222 runs for
the second wicket to
take MP to a solid 368 for
3 at the end of day three.

Madhya Pradesh now
need only seven more
runs to take a decisive
first innings lead and
unless they suffer a col-
lapse in the fourth in-
nings, the title is theirs
for taking.

MP had lost to
Karnataka when the
last time they compet-
ed in a Ranji Trophy
final in the 1998-99 sea-
son. The duo took the
sting out of Mumbai
attack with some
‘khadoos’ (stubborn)

batting straight out of
Chandrakant Pandit’s
coaching play book as

245 runs were scored
through the whole day
but more effectively,

they ran Mumbai at-
tack ragged with their
solid game plan.

Rajat Patidar, one of
the heroes of RCB’s
campaign in the IPL,
then used his new-
found confidence to
score an unbeaten 67
with 13 boundaries.

MP would certainly
want to stretch their
innings as much as
possible so that
Mumbai have no
chance to make a come-
back in the game.

The Chinnaswamy
Stadium track didn’t
show signs of wear and
tear and the bright
sunshine only helped
the MP batters to settle
down easily against a
Mumbai attack which
was at one level ordi-
nary.

The biggest disap-
pointment was their
left-arm spinner
Shams Mulani (1/117
in 40 overs), who
bowled too many loose
deliveries.

Veteran Dhawal
Kulkarni (21-3-51-0)
and the seasoned
Tushar Deshpande (24-
8-73-1) were also below-
par as they consistent-
ly gave drivable length
the batters in the
morning session.

Yash, Shubham tons deflate Mumbai,
MP close in on maiden Ranji title

Madhya Pradesh
batsman
Shubham
Sharma 

celebrates his
century.

Dambulla, Jun 24

(PTI):

Eyeing a series-clinch-
ing victory, the Indian
women’s cricket team
would expect a better
showing from its top-
order when it takes on
Sri Lanka in the second
T20 International, here
on Saturday.

The Indians made a
positive start to the lim-
ited-overs tour of the
Island nation with a 34-
run win in the series-
opener on Thursday.

The team would not
only aim to secure the
three-match series but
also address the grey
areas and continue the
winning momentum
ahead of the
B i r m i n g h a m
Commonwealth Games,
where women’s cricket
will make its debut in
the T20 format. The
Birmingham Games will
be held from July 28 to
August 8.

In the series opener,
the Indians managed a
modest 138 for six after
opting to bat before the
bowlers, led by left-arm
spinner Radha Yadav,
chocked the Lankan bat-
ters. But India’s batting
show left a lot to be de-
sired in the first game.
The likes of Shafali

Verma, who made a run-
a-ball 31, skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur (22)
and Richa Ghosh (11) all
got starts but could not
convert them into sub-
stantial knocks.

Having failed in the
previous game,
Harmanpreet will be
hoping to eclipse the leg-
endary Mithali Raj in
the shortest format. She
needs just 24 runs to be-
come the highest run-
getter from India in this
format. Mithali, who re-
cently retired from all

forms of cricket, had
scored 2364 run from 89
games.

Vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana and
Sabbhineni Meghana en-
dured an off day in of-
fice and the visitors
would need the duo to
click if India are to put
on a big total.

It was left to Jemimah
Rodrigues, who made
her comeback to the side
after a while, and Deepti
Sharma to provide the
late burst and take India
to the winning total.

Even though
Rodrigues and Deepti
did the rescue act, the
Indian think tank would
want the top-order to do
better job.

The Indian bowlers, on
the other hand, were
right on the money with
the spin troika of Radha
(2/22), Deepti (1/9) and
part-timer Shafali (1/10)
shinning bright on the
low and slow wicket.

With the same venue
hosting all the three
T20s, spinners of both
teams will play vital
roles. Sri Lanka too
would be hoping for a
better effort from their
batters.

Middle-order batter
Kavisha Dilhari (47 not
out) remained stranded
as she failed to get sup-
port from the other
hand. The likes of skip-
per Chamari
Athapaththu, Vishmi
Gunaratne, Harshitha
Madavi and Nilakshi de
Silva will have to take
more responsibility in
the batting unit.

On the bowling front,
spin duo of Inoka
Ranaweera (3/30) and
Oshadi Ranasinghe
(2/22) would look for
support from their open-
ing bowlers to keep
Indian batters quiet.

Match starts at
2:00PM.

India eye improved top-order
show in 2nd T20I against Sri Lanka

Wimbledon, Jun 24 (AP):

Serena Williams will
begin her Wimbledon
comeback by facing
Harmony Tan, a 24-year-
old from France who is
ranked 113th and owns a
2-6 career record in
Grand Slam matches.

The placement of
Williams in the women’s
bracket was the most an-
ticipated aspect of
Friday’s draw at the All
England Club.

She is making her first
appearance in singles at
any tournament since
she hurt her right leg
and stopped playing dur-
ing the first set of her
first-round match at
Centre Court a year ago.

Because of her lack of
activity over the past 12
months, Williams who
has been No. 1 in the
rankings is outside the
WTA’s top 1,200 this
week and so could have
ended up anywhere in
the field and against any
opponent in the first
round. She only re-

turned to the tour this
week by playing two dou-
bles matches at a tuneup
event in England.

While the 40-year-old
American’s track record
would merit a seeding,
the All England Club
now adheres strictly to
the rankings in deter-

mining how it seeds
players. Williams has
won seven Wimbledon
championships, part of
her total of 23 Grand
Slam singles titles, a
record for the profes-
sional era. Tan, mean-
while, will be making
her debut at the grass-

court tournament.
If Williams gets past

Tan, next up could be a
match against Sara
Sorribes Tormo, who is
seeded 32nd but has
never been past the sec-
ond round at the All
England Club or the
third round at any major
in 19 past appearances.

The third round poten-
tially would put
Williams against a
tougher test: No. 6-seed-
ed Karolina Pliskova,
who was the runner-up
to Ash Barty last year at
Wimbledon and also
reached the final of the
2016 U.S. Open beating
Williams in the semifi-
nals there. Barty retired
at age 25 in March and so
is not defending her title
when play begins on
Monday. That also leaves
open the question of
which woman will have
the honor of playing the
first match at Centre
Court on Tuesday, a slot
traditionally reserved
for the prior year’s
champion.

Serena Williams to begin 
Wimbledon against 113th-ranked foe

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

Hosts India have been
clubbed alongside football
powerhouse Brazil,
Morocco and the USA in a
tough Group A for the up-
coming U-17 FIFA
Women’s World Cup, the
draw for which took place
on Friday.

The country is slated to
host the tournament from
October 11 to 30 across
three venues.

A total of 16 teams
across four groups will be
participating in the tour-
nament.

Matches of the quadren-
nial event will take place
in Bhubaneshwar, Goa
and Navi Mumbai.

India will begin their
campaign against the USA
on October 11 (Tuesday) at
the Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar. Their sec-
ond match will be against
Morocco on October 14
(Friday) at the same
venue. The home team’s
last group stage match
against Brazil will be on

October 17 (Monday).
India were scheduled to
host the 2020 edition of the
World Cup but the tourna-
ment was cancelled due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Defending champions
Spain, who beat Mexico in
the final of the 2018 edi-
tion, are placed in Group C
along with Colombia,
China, and Mexico.

North Korea are the
most successful team in
the history of the tourna-
ment, having won the tro-
phy in 2008 and 2016, while
Japan, South Korea, and
France have each won the
title once.

Host Mollie Kmita pre-
sented the official draw
and was joined by former
US women’s national team
player and FIFA women’s
World Cup winner,
Heather O’Reilly, former
coach of the New Zealand
national team, Ricki
Herbert, as well as Jaime
Yarza, FIFA’s director of
tournaments, and Sarai
Bareman, FIFA chief
women’s football officer.

India clubbed with Brazil,
Morocco, USA in

women’s U-17 World Cup
Bad Homburg
(Germany), Jun 24 (AP):
Bianca Andreescu
reached her first semifinal
in over a year, and first on
grass, with a 6-4, 6-1 win
over top-seeded Daria
Kasatkina at the Bad
Homburg Open.

The former U.S.
Open winner broke
Kasatkina’s serve
five times in a dom-
inant showing on
Thursday. It’s the
closest that
Andreescu has
come to a title since
she took time off to
recharge and work on her
mental health, missing the
Australian Open before re-
turning to the tour in
April.

The Canadian’s last title
win was her breakout U.S.
Open victory in 2019, and
her last final was in Miami
in April 2021. During that
time, Andreescu has devel-
oped her interests away
from the court, making
music and writing a chil-
dren’s book inspired by

her childhood on the ten-
nis court.

The 22-year-old
Andreescu will play
Simona Halep, whose
quick-fire 6-2, 6-1 win over
Amanda Anisimova puts
her in back-to-back semifi-
nals after reaching the last
four in Birmingham last
week.

Defending champion
Angelique Kerber lost for
the first time in Bad
Homburg as Alize Cornet
beat her 6-4, 2-6, 6-1.

Andreescu beats
Kasatkina for 

1st semifinal on grass

Palma, Jun 24 (AP): Top-
ranked Daniil Medvedev
will remain without a
title on grass
this season
after a
straight-set
loss to
R o b e r t o
Bautista Agut
in the quarter-
finals of the
M a l l o r c a
Championships.
Medvedev lost 6-3, 6-2
after entering the
match with an 8-2
record on the surface
for the year, with his
losses coming in con-
secutive finals in Germany
and the Netherlands.
Medvedev, who will not
play at Wimbledon be-
cause of the ban on
Russians over the war in
Ukraine, needed to come
from behind to get past
Aslan Karatsev in the
round of 16 on Wednesday.

Medvedev, the defending
champion in Mallorca, had
only one break opportuni-
ty against the 20th-ranked
Bautista Agut, who had ad-
vanced without having to

play in the last 16 because
Nick Kyrgios withdrew
with an abdominal injury.

It was the fourth win
against a No. 1 player for

the Spaniard, with his
three previous victo-
ries coming against
Novak Djokovic. I had
to play very good to
beat Daniil,” Bautista
Agut said. He’s the No.
1, the last champion
here in Mallorca. He
just beat me a few
days ago. I played a re-
ally complete match.
Medvedev had beaten

Bautista Agut in two
sets in the quarterfinals
in Germany last week.
Bautista Agut will play
in the semifinals against

Antoine Bellier, a 303rd-
ranked Swiss qualifier

who got past Tallon
Griekspoor of the
Netherlands 5-7, 7-6
(5), 6-2. Bellier be-
came the lowest-
ranked semifinalist
since then-No. 335
Juan Manuel
Cerundolo tri-
umphed in
Cordoba in 2021.

Medvedev loses to Bautista
Agut in Mallorca quarterfinals

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

India captain Savita
feels there is no dearth of
motivation and confidence
in the national women’s
hockey team as it eyes a
historic podium finish at
the upcoming World Cup.

The top FIH tournament
will be jointly hosted by
the Netherlands and Spain
from July 1 to 17.

India finished a historic
fourth at the Olympics last
year and Savita said the
Tokyo Games had instilled
a belief that they can
match the best in the busi-
ness on the biggest stage.

“Our performance in
Tokyo gave us the belief
that we can finish on the
podium in global events,”
Savita said.

“Post Olympics, we re-
aligned our focus on tak-
ing our performance to the
next level. We channelled
our energy into doing well
in the FIH Pro League and
finishing third in this
prestigious league has
given us a boost ahead of
the World Cup.”

Indian women’s best-

ever result at the World
Cup is a fourth place finish
in the inaugural edition in
1974. In the 2018 tourna-
ment, India secured the
eighth spot.

India’s splendid show in
Tokyo has changed the
face of women’s hockey in
the country. Featuring in
its debut FIH Pro League,
the Indian women gave big
shots like the Netherlands
and Argentina tough
fights to finish a creditable
third. “The Indian

women’s hockey team has
never won a medal at the
World Cup and it is our
mission to make this
dream come alive this
time,” Savita said.

The ace goalkeeper said
playing and fighting to-
gether as a unit will be key
to success in the World
Cup.

“We are very excited to
play in the World Cup. We
just want to play as a team.
For us, the Olympics was a
great experience.

India can finish on podium
in hockey World Cup: Savita

Paris, Jun 24 (PTI):

Indian archers assured
themselves of a second
medal in the World Cup
Stage 3 with ace duo of
Abhishek Verma and
Jyothi Surekha Vennam
sailing into the compound
mixed team final here on
Friday.

A day after Deepika
Kumari and Co. cruised
into the final of recurve
women’s team event to
confirm their first medal
of the meet, the compound
mixed pair of Verma and
Jyothi followed suit, de-
feating Estonia’s Robin
Jaatma and Lisell Jaatma
156-151 in a lopsided semi-
final. The Indian duo will
face fifth seed France in
the compound mixed team
final on Saturday.

Making a comeback
after more than seven
months, world number 3
Jyothi, who was sidelined
in the Asian Games trial,
is also in the hunt for an
individual medal, having
advanced into the semi-
final. A day after Lisell
gave Jyothi a tough fight

in the individual quarter-
final, the Estonian along
with her teammate Robin
failed to create much pres-
sure and slipped behind
after the Indian pair had a
perfect first round.

Maintaining their con-
sistency, Verma and Jyothi
extended their lead to five
points in the third round
that proved decisive, even
as their rivals levelled it
38-38 in the final set of ar-
rows. Having got a bye into
the pre-quarters, third
seeded India began their
mixed team campaign
eliminating Puerto Rico
by a handsome eight-point
margin (158-150).

In the quarters, the
Indian duo faced their
stiffest challenge from El
Salvador’s Roberto
Hernandez and Sofia Paiz
who stretched it to shoot-
off.

But Verma and Jyothi
kept their calm to oust
their 11th seed opponents,
drilling in an X which
made the difference in the
shoot-off after their final
scoreline read an identical
155-155 (19-19).

Archery World Cup Stage 3

Compound mixed pair make final,
confirm second medal for India

Shiv Sena workers take part in a protest rally against rebel Shiv Sena leader Eknath Shinde, in Kolhapur, Maharashtra, Friday.

PROTEST RALLY

Indian Army personnel visit a start-up exhibition on defense, in Gandhinagar, Friday.

DEFENSE EXHIBITION

Visa scam: ED assures HC no coercive action
against Karti Chidambaram till July 12

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) Friday
orally assured the Delhi
High Court that no coer-
cive action will be taken
against Congress MP
Karti P Chidambaram
till July 12, when his an-
ticipatory bail plea in the
alleged Chinese Visas
scam will be taken up for
hearing.

Justice Jasmeet Singh
also asked the ED to file a
status report on the mat-
ter before the next date of
hearing. At the request of
counsel for Karti and ED,
the court listed the mat-
ter for further hearing on
July 12.

Additional Solicitor

General SV Raju, repre-
senting the ED, orally as-
sured the court that noth-
ing will happen till July
12.

"I will not make a state-
ment but it is understood
that nothing will happen
till then. My understand-
ing is only till the 12th (of
July)," he said, adding
that there is no apprehen-
sion of the arrest.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, appearing for
Karti, urged the court to
grant interim protection
from arrest to Karti till
the next date of hearing.

Karti had approached
the high court after his
anticipatory bail plea
and that of two others
was dismissed by the

trial court on June 3 on
the ground that the of-
fence was of a very seri-
ous nature.

ED has registered the
money laundering case
against Karti and others
in the alleged scam per-
taining to the issuance of
a visa to 263 Chinese na-
tionals in 2011 when his
father P Chidambaram
was the home minister.

ED has said that the ac-
tual magnitude or vol-
ume of the processed or
laundered amount of
money in the case was
yet to be established dur-
ing the investigation and
the bribe amount of Rs 50
lakh in the CBl case can-
not be taken or consid-
ered as the basis of the

present case.
The agency has regis-

tered its case under the
provisions of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
taking cognisance of a
recent first information
report by the CBI in the
same case.

The ED had earlier op-
posed the anticipatory
bail plea, saying he can-
not file the application on
a figment of imagination
that does not show any
genuine apprehension of
his arrest.

The ED had said the ap-
plication is premature as
the investigation has not
yet begun in the matter
and even Karti has not
been summoned yet.

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to hear on
June 27 a plea filed by a
man seeking a direction
to exhume the body of his
son, who was dubbed a
terrorist and killed in an
encounter in November
2021, and hand it to his
family for last rites.

A vacation bench of jus-
tices CT Ravi Kumar and
Sudhanshu Dhulia was
told by senior advocate
Anand Grover, appearing
for Mohammad Latief
Magrey, that a single judge
bench of the Jammu and
Kashmir High Court had
allowed the exhuming of
his son's body but it was
later stayed by a division
bench.

He said that his client
has supported the Army
all through his life, and the
only need to exhume the
body was to perform the
last rites of his son Aamir
Magrey, who was killed

along with three others in
the encounter.

Grover sought urgent
listing of the plea, saying
that with every passing
day, it would get more diffi-
cult to exhume the body
and that he has several
judgements of the top
court in his favour. The
bench said it would hear
the petition on June 27.

On June 3, a division
bench of the High Court of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh stayed the single
bench order for exhuming
the body of Aamir Magrey
and handing it to his fami-
ly for last rites.

On May 27, the single
judge bench had directed
the Jammu and Kashmir
authorities to make
arrangements for exhum-
ing the remains of the de-
ceased from the Wadder
Payeen graveyard in the
presence of Latief Magrey.

The court, however, had
said if the body is "highly
putrefied and is not in de-

liverable state or is likely
to pose risk to public
health and hygiene, the pe-
titioner and his close rela-
tives shall be allowed to
perform last rites as per
their tradition and reli-
gious beliefs in the grave-
yard itself".

In that situation, the
state shall pay petitioner
Mohammad Latief
Magrey a compensation of
Rs 5 lakh for deprivation of
his right to have the dead
body of his son and give
him a decent burial as per
the family traditions, reli-
gious obligations and faith
which the deceased pro-
fessed when he was alive,
the single judge bench
order had said.

Bodies of two more civil-
ians, Altaf Ahmad Bhat
and Dr Mudasir Gul, who
were killed in the
Hyderpora encounter, were
exhumed and returned to
the families following an
outcry days after the gun-
fight.

Mumbai, Jun 24 (PTI): 

Even as the Shiv Sena-
led MVA dispensation is
currently facing a survival
crisis due to a rebellion by
Sena minister Eknath
Shinde, the state depart-
ments - mostly controlled
by ruling allies NCP and
Congress - have issued gov-
ernment orders for the re-
lease of funds worth thou-
sands of crores in the last
four days for various devel-
opment-related works.

Between June 20 and 23,
the departments issued as
many as 182 government
resolutions (GRs), while on
June 17, they passed 107
such GRs. These orders
can be seen on the govern-
ment's official website.

Technically, these are
called government resolu-

tions or GRs, which are es-
sentially an approval order
sanctioning release of
funds for development re-
lated works.

However, the opposition
BJP sought Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari's
intervention to curb the
"rush of GRs" seen over
the past few days, which it
termed as "suspicious".

From Tuesday,
Maharashtra's ruling al-
liance - the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) - started
battling its worst crisis
since coming into exis-
tence in 2019 after Shinde
rebelled against the party
and herded some MLAs to
BJP-ruled Assam.

The crisis, which erupt-
ed hours after the
Legislative Council polls
held on June 20, which saw

the opposition BJP manag-
ing to get its fifth candidate
elected. Shinde had gone
incommunicado following
the results. He and a group
of rebel MLAs first stayed
in Gujarat, but later moved
to Assam. He is currently
camping in a Guwahati
hotel along with 37 rebel
MLAs of the Sena and
nine independents.

Although Shinde's rebel-
lion became public on
June 21 morning, his grow-
ing discomfort had been
sensed by the Sena's allies -
NCP and Congress. NCP
chief Sharad Pawar had
even claimed that he had
sounded Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray about
the possible revolt by
Shinde and some MLAs,
sources said.

So since the ruling part-

ners had sensed what was
coming, the departments
controlled by these parties
went on a spree to issue the
GRs, they said.

The water supply and
sanitation department,
headed by Shiv Sena's
Gulabrao Patil, issued over
84 GRs on a single day on
June 17. Most of the orders
were pertaining to sanc-
tion of funds, administra-
tive approvals and for
salaries of staff working
on various water supply
schemes in the state.

Patil was among the last
Sena legislators who
joined the rebel camp
headed by Shinde by
reaching in Guwahati.
June 17 was a Friday - the
last working day of the
week - and MLC elections
took place on Monday.

CBI searches five locations in bank
fraud case against Delhi company

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI): 

The CBI on Friday con-
ducted searches at five lo-
cations in Delhi after reg-
istering an FIR against
Delhi-based packaging
company Rave Scans Pvt
Ltd for allegedly defraud-
ing a consortium of banks
to the tune of Rs 69.33
crore, officials said Friday.

The CBI acted on a com-
plaint from Indian
Overseas Bank alleging
serious manipulation in
the finances of the compa-
ny. This included diver-
sion of funds, fabrication
of account books and for-
gery in account books to
defraud the banks during
2011-16, the officials said.

Following the FIR, the

CBI conducted the search-
es on Friday at the premis-
es of the accused former
directors of the company
across Delhi, they said.

The bank alleged that
the company and its direc-
tors -- Rakesh Bhatnagar,
Bhavnesh Kumar Kanwar,
Premnath Arora and
Anuradha Bhatnagar -- re-
sorted to various fraudu-
lent activities causing
wrongful loss of Rs 69.33
crore to banks and corre-
sponding wrongful gain to
themselves.

The agency has booked
the accused under the
charges of criminal con-
spiracy, cheating and pro-
visions of Prevention of
Corruption Act, officials
said.

‘In ‘New India’ will only ‘friends’ be
heard and not country’s heroes’

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI): 

Former Congress presi-
dent Rahul Gandhi on
Friday shared a tweet by
Param Vir Chakra awardee
Capt Bana Singh criticising
the Agnipath scheme for
military recruitment and
asked whether only
"friends" will be heard 'new
India' and not heroes.
Sharing the tweet, he also
attacked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi saying on
one side is his arrogance
and dictatorship and on the
other is the country's
'Paramvir'. Last week, vio-
lent protests against the
Agnipath scheme rocked
several states, including
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Haryana

and Telangana, while
peaceful agitations were
held in several places. "On
one side is the country's
Paramvir and on the other
is the arrogance and dicta-
torship of the prime minis-
ter. In 'New India', will only
'friends' be heard and not
the heroes of the country,"
Gandhi asked in a tweet in
Hindi, while sharing a
screenshot of Capt Bana
Singh's tweet.

Naidu administers oath to five 
newly-elected Rajya Sabha MPs

New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI): 

Rajya Sabha Chairman
M Venkaiah Naidu on
Friday administered oath
to five newly-elected MPs
from Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Odisha.
The oath was adminis-
tered in the Rajya Sabha
chamber in Parliament
House here.

Those who took oath are
Niranjan Reddy Sirgapoor
and Ryaga Krishnaiah
(both of YSRCP) from
Andhra Pradesh,
Damodar Rao Divakonda
and B Parthasaradhi
Reddy (both of TRS) from
Telangana and Niranjan
Bishi (of BJD) from

Odisha. While
Krishnaiah, Divakonda

and Reddy took oath in
Telugu, Sirgapoor did so

in English. Bishi has been
elected to the Rajya Sabha
in the bypoll to fill the ca-
sual vacancy caused in the
Rajya Sabha due to resig-
nation of Subhash
Chandra Singh. He took
oath in Oriya.

Rajya Sabha deputy
chairman Harivansh and
Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs and
External Affairs V
M u r a l e e d h a r a n ,
Secretary-General of
Rajya Sabha P C Mody and
other senior officers of the
Rajya Sabha Secretariat
were present. The MPs
were elected unopposed
from the respective states
earlier.
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YSRCP leader Niranjan Reddy takes oath as a Rajya Sabha
member, at Parliament House, in New Delhi, Friday.

Amid MVA's survival crisis, govt depts 
headed by Sena allies NCP, Cong issue GRs

for sanction of funds worth crores
New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI): 

Students who were evac-
uated from war-torn
Ukraine staged a demon-
stration here on Friday,
seeking admission to med-
ical colleges across the
country. They have urged
the government that the
students be accommodat-
ed as a one-time measure
to prevent academic year
loss.

The MBBS students and
their parents from Delhi,
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Himachal Pradesh,
Punjab, Uttarakhand,
Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan, gathered out-
side the National Medical
Commission here and
staged a protest.

"As all students are fu-
ture doctors, online educa-

tion is not a good option
for them. Our demand is to
accommodate all the stu-
dents in Indian medical
colleges," said a statement
issued by the Parents'
Association of Ukraine
Medical Students.

R B Gupta, President of
the association said, "We
are gathered here to seek
government help in ac-
commodation of our chil-
dren. My child is a second-
year student who is study-
ing in Ivano. We are just
requesting the govern-
ment that these children
should be accommodated
as a one-time measure."

Meanwhile, the stu-
dents said they were wor-
ried about their future as
the war in Ukraine is still
raging on.

"We dont know when

this war will end. Our
studies are getting affect-
ed. Our parents have in-
vested so much money
and many have also taken
loans, all will go to waste if
we will not be able to con-
tinue the study. So the gov-
ernment should accomo-
date us," said a 5th-year
MBBS student, who did
not wish to be named.

Vaishali, another stu-
dent, said even if the war
ends in Ukraine in the
near future, the
Universities there will
take time to get back to
normal.

"Our future is at stake
here. Universities will
take time to get back to
normal academic sched-
ule even if the war ends.
In that case, our year will
be lost. We appeal to the

government to help us,
she said.

Thousands of students
from India studying in
various medical colleges
in Ukraine had to aban-
don their courses and re-
turn home after Russian
forces launched an offen-
sive against the country.

In April too, the parents
of MBBS students staged
a protest at Jantar Mantar
demanding the govern-
ment's intervention to ac-
commodate their children
in medical colleges.

Earlier in March, a PIL
was filed in the Supreme
Court seeking directions
on the issue of admission
and continuation of stud-
ies in the country of
Indian medical students
who were evacuated from
Ukraine.

Ukraine-returned medical 
students stage protest

Seek admission in Indian medical colleges

Hyderpora encounter: SC to hear plea of
man seeking exhumation of son’s body

NHRC notice to
Environment Ministry on
air pollution impacting

life expectancy
New Delhi, Jun 24 (PTI):
The National Human
Rights Commission has is-
sued a notice to the Union
Environment Ministry
over the impact of air pol-
lution on the life expectan-
cy of people, officials said
on Friday. In a statement,
the NHRC said it has
taken motu cognizance of
media reports quoting a
survey that air pollution
is a great threat to human
health in India, reducing
overall life expectancy by
five years and 9.7 years for
the people in Delhi.

The rights panel has ob-
served that the contents of
the media reports, if true,
raise a serious issue of
the right to life.
Accordingly, it has issued
notice to the Secretary of
the Union Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, seeking
a report within four
weeks, including the sta-
tus of the National Clean
Air Programme, launched
in 2019.


