
Watery grave
KKaannppuurr:: A IIT-Kanpur stu-
dent died after drowning
in river Ganga here on
Sunday morning, police
said. The deceased was
identified as Chanchal
Kumar Meena, a native of
Jhunjhunu Rajasthan.
Assistant Commissioner
for Police Kernalganj
Tirpurari Pandey said,
"Two students of IIT
Kanpur had drowned
while taking bath in river
Ganga. One of them was
saved, while the other
one drowned."

Lightning death
BBhhaavvnnaaggaarr:: Two members
of a family were killed
and one person was
injured in a lightning
strike in Moti Jagdhar vil-
lage in Gujarat's
Bhavnagar district on
Sunday amid rain and
thunder in many parts of
the state. Bhupati Mavji
(25) and his nephew Ravi
(10) were killed after
lightning struck them in
the afternoon when they
were returning after com-
pleting a job under the
MGNREGA scheme in
Moti Jagdhar village, a
Mahuva police station
official said.

CBI action
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI on
Sunday conducted
searches at the premises
of noted businessman
Showkat Chaudhary in
Srinagar after registering
a case against him and
others in the alleged
Roshni Land allocation
scam, officials said. On
June 15, the CBI had reg-
istered a fresh case
against Chaudhary, and
retired IAS officers and
former Srinagar deputy
commissioners Mehboob
Iqbal and Sheikh Ejaz
Iqbal, they said.

New CJs
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: New chief jus-
tices were appointed to
six high courts on Sunday
including to the Delhi HC.
While five HC judges were
elevated as chief justices,
the chief justice of the
Telangana High Court,
Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma, was transferred
to the Delhi High Court in
the same capacity.

Boat capsize
DDiibbrruuggaarrhh:: At least four
persons were missing
after a boat capsized in
the Brahmaputra river in
Assam's Dibrugarh dis-
trict on Sunday, police
said. Nine people were
travelling in the country
boat, fitted with a motor,
when it capsized at
Rahmaria near Chabua,
they said. "Five persons
swam to the bank, while
four are still missing. We
have called the NDRF,
which is carrying out an
extensive search in the
entire area and down-
stream," Dibrugarh's
Additional
Superintendent of Police
Bitul Chetia told PTI.
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A man holds the finger of his
child on Fathers Day, in
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New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI): 

Ruling out the rollback of
the 'Agnipath' recruitment
scheme despite widespread
protests, the three services of
the military on Sunday came
out with a broad schedule of
enrolment under the new
policy and asserted that it
was aimed at bringing down
the age profile of the armed
forces.

Lt Gen Anil Puri, the addi-
tional secretary in the
Department of Military
Affairs, told a press confer-
ence that the supportive
measures announced in the
last few days for the
Agniveers were not because
of the protests and arson,
and the government was al-
ready working on them.

He said the youths who
were involved in arson and
violence while protesting the
scheme will not be able to
join the three services as a

police verification process
will be carried out before en-
rolling anyone.

"There is no space for in-
discipline in the armed
forces. There is no space for

arson and violence. All those
who want to become a part of
the armed forces under the
Agnipath scheme will have
to give a certificate that they
were not part of any arson,"
he said. To a question on
whether the government
was reviewing or rolling
back the scheme because of
the protests, Lt Gen Puri
said, "No, why should there
be a rollback?" The tri-servic-
es media briefing at the
Defence Ministry took place
hours after Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh held a meet-
ing with the chiefs of the
Army, Navy and the Air
Force on Sunday for the sec-
ond straight day.

Lt Gen Puri said the major
reform in the armed forces
to bring down their age pro-
file was introduced after
years of deliberations and
studying the recruitment
process and tenure of sol-
diers in several countries.

Balodabazar-Bhatapara, Jun 19:

Four persons, including two
government employees, were
arrested for allegedly trying to
hunt wild animals and a gun,
sharp-edged weapons and bul-
lets were recovered from them
in Balodabazar-Bhatapara dis-
trict, police said on Sunday.
Acting on a tip-off, a police
team intercepted them in
Piparchhedi protected forest
area under Kasdol police sta-
tion limits on Friday when they
were moving about in a car,
Balodabazar-Bhatapara Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Deepak Kumar Jha said.
"Those held were identified as
Shaeed Naqvi, who is posted
as supervisor in the mining
department, Mohammad
Wasim Khan (33) who is a for-
est guard, PWD civil contrac-
tor Anand Shrivastava (51)
and Nawaz Khan (51). All hail
from Raipur district," he said.
"When the vehicle was
searched, a telescope-mount-
ed .22 rifle, 24 live rounds, five

sharp-edged weapons and an
axe were recovered. Naqvi
possessed the license of the
gun but he did not have
authority to carry it in a
reserve forest area," the SSP
added.

New Delhi, June 19 (PTI):

The Ministry of
Education initiative to use
ICT under the "PM
eVidya" scheme during
the Covid pandemic has
won UNESCO's recogni-
tion, officials said on
Sunday.

The PM eVIDYA pro-
gramme was initiated as
part of the 'Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyaan' by the
ministry in May 2020
which unifies all efforts
related to digital, online,
on-air education to enable
multi-mode access for im-
parting education by
using technology to min-
imise learning losses.

"The Central Institute of
Educational Technology

(CIET), a constituent unit
of the NCERT has been
awarded with the
UNESCO's King Hamad
Bin Isa Al-Khalifa Prize
for the use of ICT
(Information And
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Technology) in Education
for the year 2021," a senior
education ministry offi-
cial said.

"This award recognises
innovative approaches in
leveraging new technolo-
gies to expand educational
and lifelong learning op-
portunities for all, in line
with the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development
and its Goal 4 on
Education," the official
said.

Established in 2005 with
the support of the
Kingdom of Bahrain, the
prize rewards individuals
and organisations that are

implementing outstand-
ing projects and promot-
ing creative use of tech-
nologies to enhance learn-
ing, teaching and overall
educational performance
in the digital age.

An international jury
selects two best projects
annually. Each prizewin-
ner receives USD 25,000, a
medal and a diploma dur-
ing a ceremony at UN-
ESCO Headquarters in
Paris on June 24.

The ministry has a
mandate to deploy afford-
able technology to en-
hance educational oppor-
tunities for all, augment
the quality of education
and bring equity into the
educational system in the
country keeping in view
the recommendations of
the new National
Education Policy (NEP),
the official said.

Srinagar, Jun 19 (PTI): 

Four terrorists were
killed in two separate en-
counters with security
forces Sunday in Jammu
and Kashmir's Kupwara
and Kulgam districts, police
said.

While two terrorists were
killed in Kupwara as many
were eliminated in Kulgam,
they said, adding some
more terrorists are hiding
and operation was still un-
derway in both the areas.

One of the terrorists
killed in the Kupwara en-
counter was identified as a
Pakistani affiliated with the
proscribed Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT), they said, adding the
identity of the second was
being ascertained. Police
said the Kupwara en-

counter started after the
forces launched a operation
in Lolab area of the north
Kashmir on the instance of
an arrested terrorist,
Showket Ahmed Sheikh.

During the search of the
hideouts, the hiding terror-
ists fired upon the force per-
sonnel who retaliated, in
which one terrorist was
killed, the Kashmir Zone
Police said on Twitter.

Inspector General of
Police Vijay Kumar said the
killed terrorist has been
identified as a Pakistani,
linked with the LeT terror
outfit. The IGP Kashmir
tweeted, "2-3 more #terror-
ists alongwith arrested ter-
rorist trapped in ongoing
#encounter." "The arrested
terrorist also got trapped,"
the police said.

Nagpur, Jun 19 (PTI): 

Nagpur (Rural) Police
stood first in the 'Dial 112'
project across
Maharashtra by clocking
the response time of 7.58
minutes in May and nine
minutes in April this year,
a senior official said.

This technology-driven
project launched earlier
this year by the state gov-
ernment seeks to help the
police bring down the re-
sponse time to 10 minutes
in cities and 15 minutes in
rural areas in cases of
criminal activities and
emergencies. The system
has a state-of-the-art mech-

anism installed in the con-
trol rooms of all 45 com-
missionerates and offices
of district superintendent.

Under the project, the
Nagpur rrural police re-
sponded quickly to 1,076
calls in May and reached
the distressed persons for
their help within 7.58 min-
utes in May 2022. In April
2022, the police personnel
received 923 distress calls
and the response time was
nine minutes, a statement
said.

The average response
time of Raigad police was
9.55 minutes, followed by
10.04 of Sindhudurg po-
lice, 10.13 of Aurangabad
police, 10.17 of Mira
Bhayandar (Thane dis-
trict) police and 10.41 of
Chandrapur police.

Patna, June 19 (PTI):

Nearly 200 people
on board a Delhi-
bound aircraft on

Sunday had a close shave as
the plane caught fire soon
after take-off from the air-
port here and made an emer-
gency landing minutes later,
officials said.

The Spice Jet aircraft took
off at around quarter past
noon and, according to
Patna District Magistrate
Chandrashekhar Singh,
local administration began
receiving calls soon after-
wards that it has caught fire.

"Many people, mostly resi-
dents of the nearby
Phulwari Sharif locality,
began making frantic calls

upon watching the plane in
flames. Thankfully, all 185 oc-
cupants are safe," he told re-
porters at the airport.

Director of Jaiprakash
Narayan International
Airport, Anchal Prakash,
said arrangements were
made for the affected passen-
gers' travel to their destina-
tion by an alternative plane.

The Spice Jet said in a
statement on takeoff, during
rotation, cockpit crew sus-
pected bird hit on engine 01.
As a precautionary measure
..the captain shut down the
affected engine and decided
to return to Patna." "The air-
craft landed safely in Patna
and the passengers deboard-
ed safely. Post flight inspec-

tion showed bird hit, with
three fan blades damaged,"
said the airways. Many pas-
sengers shared their experi-
ence with media persons,
with a mix of horror and re-
lief. "I had come to the airport
groggy and dozed off before
the plane took off. Within a
few minutes, a judder woke
me up. It was only after land-
ing that I realised how lucky I
was," recalled a young man.
"The entire plane was trem-
bling. We were petrified and
crew members were busy
pacifying us. We were initial-
ly told that the plane would
land at an airstrip in Bihta or
Arrah. Thankfully, it landed
at the airport itself, said an
elderly woman who also
showered blessings on the
pilot, whom she has not met,
for showing presence of
mind.

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI): 

All applicants aiming to
join the three services
under the 'Agnipath' mili-
tary recruitment scheme
will have to give an under-
taking that they were not
part of any protest, arson or
vandalism, a senior mili-
tary official said on Sunday.

The comments by Lt Gen
Anil Puri, Additional
Secretary in the
Department of Military
Affairs, came amid violent
protests against the new
model of recruitment of sol-
diers into the three services.

The government on
Tuesday announced the
'Agnipath' model of recruit-

ment under which soldiers
will be inducted into the
three services for four years
with a provision of retain-
ing 25 per cent of them for
an additional 15 years fol-
lowing a selection process.

"The foundation of the
Indian armed forces is disci-
pline. There is no space for
arson. There is no problem
if you show your anger and
engage in talks. But there is
no space for arson and van-
dalism," Lt Gen Puri said at
a tri-services media brief-
ing. He said every individ-
ual wanting to join the three
forces through the
'Agnipath' scheme will have
to give an undertaking that
they were not part of any

protest, arson or vandalism.
Lt Gen Puri said the

youths who are part of the
arson and violence against
the scheme will not be able
to join the three services as
a police verification process
will be carried out before
enrolling anyone under the
scheme.

"Every individual who
wants to join the armed
forces through the
'Agnipath' scheme they will
have to submit a pledge that
they were neither part of
any protest nor were in-
volved in any violence.
Nobody can join the forces
without police verifica-
tion..We have made the pro-
visions," Lt Gen Puri said.

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI): 

The CBI on Sunday con-
ducted searches at three lo-
cations in Mumbai after it
registered an FIR against
Pune Buildtech Private
Limited and its directors
for alleged bank fraud of Rs
30 crore in Punjab National
Bank during 2013-16, offi-
cials said.

The searches were con-
ducted at the premises of
promoters Ishaq Yusuf
Balwa and Javardhan
Vinod Goenka and Pune
Buildtech Private Limited,
earlier known as Dynamix
Balwas Resorts Private
Limited, in Mumbai, they
said. The Dynamix Balwas
Group had faced a CBI

probe in the 2G spectrum
allocation case, but all the
accused were acquitted by a
special court.

The fresh case pertains to
Pune Buildtech Private
Limited, which was set up
in 1997 to build five-star ho-
tels and resorts. The compa-
ny is a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of DB Hospitality
Pvt. Ltd., which is promot-
ed by the Balwas Group and
the Dynamix Group,
Punjab National Bank had
said in its complaint, which
is now part of the FIR.

It had planned a five-star
hotel in Yerwada, Pune
which was financed by PNB
(Rs 102 crore) and Allahabad
Bank (now Indian Bank) (Rs
102 crore).

Kokrajhar , Jun 19 (PTI): 

Prohibitory orders were
imposed in Kokrajhar dis-
trict on Sunday appre-
hending breach of law and
order, making it the sev-
enth district in Assam to
be placed under such re-
strictions within a week.

The Additional District
Magistrate clamped pro-
hibitory order throughout
Kokrajhar district under
Section 144 of CrPC in
'view of the urgency in

maintaining peace and
tranquility in the district',
an order said.

The order was issued 'as
it has been noticed that
there is a possibility of oc-
currence of law and order
situation due to activities
of anti-social elements
and agitational pro-
grammes of political par-
ties, students' unions and
other organisations'.

Assembly of five or
more persons in any pub-
lic places, processions,
shouting slogans, rallies,
organising melas without
obtaining permission, pil-
lion riding, carrying and
brandishing of weapons
have been banned in the
district.

GOVT CLEARS STAND

‘No rollback of ‘Agnipath’ scheme’

Department of Military Affairs
Additional Secretary Lt.

General Anil Puri addresses a
press conference regarding

the Central governments
Agnipath scheme, at South

Block, Ministry of Defence, in
New Delhi, Sunday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Sunday met the three
service chiefs amid escalating protests against the 'Agnipath' military
recruitment scheme in several parts of the country. It was Singh's second
meeting with the chiefs of the Army, Navy and the Air Force for the sec-
ond straight day on the issue. There was no official comment on the
meeting. It is learnt that the focus of the deliberations was on pacifying
the protesters. As the protests intensified in various parts of the country,
the defence minister on Saturday approved a proposal to reserve 10 per
cent of the jobs in various organisations under the ministry for recruits
under the 'Agnipath' scheme if they meet the requisite eligibility criteria.
The Home Ministry also announced 10 per cent reservations for
'Agniveers' in Central Armed Police Forces and Assam Rifles following
completion of their four-year tenure under the new recruitment scheme.

The Army Navy and the Air Force on Sunday came out with a broad
schedule for recruitment of soldiers under the Agnipath scheme while
asserting that it is being implemented to bring down the age profile of
the armed forces. Lt Gen A Puri, the additional secretary in the
Department of Military Affairs, strongly defended the scheme, saying
that reducing the age profile of the three services has been on the
table for quite some time and even the Kargil review committee had
made observations on it. At a press conference, Lt Gen Puri said the
government was going ahead with implementing the Agnipath scheme
and appealed to the youths to end their protest.

Rajnath meets heads of 3 services 
amid Agnipath stir

Broad schedule for recruitment

Two govt staffers held for
attempting to hunt wild animals
̈ Rifle, bullets seized

Acting on a tip-off, a police
team intercepted four persons
in Piparchhedi protected for-
est area under Kasdol police
station limits on Friday when
they were moving about in a
car. Those held were identi-
fied as Shaeed Naqvi, who is
posted as supervisor in the
mining department,
Mohammad Wasim Khan (33)
who is a forest guard, PWD
civil contractor Anand
Shrivastava (51) and Nawaz
Khan (51). All hail from Raipur
district. When the vehicle was
searched, a telescope-mount-
ed .22 rifle, 24 live rounds,
five sharp-edged weapons
and an axe were recovered.
Naqvi possessed the license
of the gun but he did not have
authority to carry it in a
reserve forest area.

About the incident

Education Ministry wins UNESCO award
̈ For using ICT in school

education in India 

Nagpur rural police
tops in Maha

̈ In Dial 112 project in
April-May this year

Four terrorists
killed in encounters

PUBLIC PERFORMANCE

Artists perform during the ceremony for the launch of torch relay for 44th Chess
Olympiad, at Indira Gandhi Stadium in New Delhi, Sunday.
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E Patna-Delhi SpiceJet flight catches fire mid-air
̈ All 185 

occupants safe

The Delhi-bound SpiceJet airplane following its emergency 
landing after it caught fire mid-air, at Jai Prakash Narayan Airport,
in Patna, Sunday.

BREACH OF LAW AND ORDER

Prohibitory orders
imposed in Kokrajhar
̈ 7th district in

Assam under such
restrictions within
a week

BANK FRAUD

CBI books Pune Buildtech
Pvt Ltd and promoters 

UNDERTAKING 

‘Agnipath applicants will not
take part in protests, arson’
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Bhilai, Jun 19: 

PHE Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar visited vil-
lage Khapri and Pahra the
other day and laid the
foundation stone of many
development works. He
also made many an-
nouncements in the pub-
lic interest. In his address,
PHE Minister said that
the promises made by the
government to the public
have been fulfilled in three
and a half years of
Congress rule in the state.
The promises made to the
farmers have been ful-
filled. They are getting full
price for the crop. The gov-
ernment had promised to

reduce the electricity bill
by 50% to the general pub-
lic. State government ful-
filled this promise also.
Along with this, Congress
had promised to increase
the collection amount for
the tendu leaves collec-
tors. Works were done in
this direction also.
English medium schools
were established through
Swami Atmanand
Schools. The government
has made plans keeping in
mind the interests of all
sections.

PHE Minister added
that he frequently reaches
among the common peo-
ple to take feedback and
get appraised with the

public expectations. In fu-
ture also, works related to
public interest will be
done on priority. The
Minister said that whatev-
er basic facilities related
demands are raised by the
general public in his area,
work is done towards ful-
filling them. Providing
basic facilities to the peo-
ple and promoting liveli-
hood activities is the pri-
ority of the government.
In his address, the
Minister further said that
the government is con-
stantly in touch with the
common people to explore
their problems through
meetings. Government is
examining the work done

at the grassroots level.
The campaign so far
shows that people have
benefited from the devel-
opment works and their
economic status has im-
proved rapidly. Good work
is being done at the ad-
ministrative level, which
is benefiting the common
people. On the occasion,
the Minister also an-
nounced the restoration of
Baba ji's temple in
Ghatiyakhurd, dependent
village of village Khapri.
Along with this, he also
announced the construc-
tion of Bus Stand and
Mangal Bhavan. Along
with the implementation
of Nal Jal Yojana, the
Minister also made an-
nouncements for con-
struction of CC roads in
rural areas. He further an-
nounced to provide Rs 5
lakh for Shri Ram temple
in village Pahra. He also
assured to get the work of
leveling done at the
Gauthan.

Cong Govt fulfilled promises made
to the public: Guru Rudra Kumar

 PHE Minister

addresses public

rally after laying

foundation stone of

development works

Bhilai, Jun 19: 

‘Demanding relocation
/ closure of the liquor
shop situated at, people
took out a torch rally
under the banner of
Yuva Shakti Sangathan
the other day.

They are demanding to
remove the liquor shops
located near  Gada
Chowk in Supela. People
are protesting against
these liquor shops since
2019. They have submit-
ted memorandums, rep-
resentations and have
staged demonstrations
also to remove the liquor
shop, but the govern-
ment is not taking any
initiative in this direc-
tion. Recently a signa-
ture campaign was also
conducted in which more
than 4000 people turned
up voluentarily and
signed the memorandum
seeking removal of the
liquor shop. It needs to
be mentioned here that
the Yuva Shakti
Sangathan had submit-
ted a memorandum to
the Collector in the past
and ha demanded to re-
move the liquor shops,
but the administration
has not yet taken any ini-
tiative. The volunteers of

Yuva Shakti Sangathan
are demanding reloca-
tion of both the shops .
Residents and local shop-
keepers stated that the
liquor shops are situated
on the busiest road
which connects Supela
Square to Gada Square.
This road is used by a
large population of
Kohka, Shanti Nagar,
Vaishali Nagar, Smriti
Nagar and other areas.
Medical College,
Hospitals, schools, etc
are situated in this area
and a large number of
students commute on
this road. They face un-

pleasant situations due
to the presence of large
number of boozers near
the liquor shops. The al-
coholics linger on the
road and even throw bot-
tles and disposables on
the road. Women and
children feel troubled
and embarrassed on
moving from this road.

Yuva Shakti
Sangathan has warned
of an aggressive move-
ment if the shop is not
relocated immediately.
They have sent memo-
randums to the Chief
Minister, Divisional
Commissioner, Inspector

General of Police,
Superintendent of
Police, BMC
Commissioner, Excise
Department, Durg, and
other public representa-
tives. Madan Sen, Paras
Janghel, Shankar Lal
Devangan, Ramesh
Srivastava, Dhaneshwari
Sahu, Sharda Gupta,
Mahesh Verma, Praveen
Pandey, Ram Avatar
Janghel, Councilor
Rajendra Kumar, Amol
Das Sahu, Junaid Khan,
Pinku Tiwari, Sunil
Kumar Sharma, Nishu
Pandey, Virendra Kumar,
Vijay Sahu, Paro Verma,
Mandavi, Balram
Thakur, Rinku Tiwari,
Vijay Singh, Naveen
Singh, Amitabh, Inderjit
Singh, Sunil Gupta,
Sunil Sharma, Karan
Banjare, Radha Yadav,
Bilkis Bano, Manoj
Gupta, Rajesh Singh,
Babulal Sahu,
Ramkishan Devangan,
Saurabh Gupta, Roshan
Singh, Tinku Abhay
Tiwari, Sant Ram, Mani
Verma, Jitendra, Utpal,
Ashok, Vipin Pal, Ganga
Singh Rajput, Rajendra
Singh along with promi-
nent activists were pres-
ent.

Torch rally taken out against liquor shop

Bhilai, Jun 19: Police have
arrested two women and
their husbands on charges
of cheating the gold mer-
chants in Durg. This four-
member gang used to visit
the jewellery shops as cus-
tomers and exchange old
jewellery with new gold
jewellery. Later the gold
merchants discovered that
the old jewellery provided
by the customers was fake.
The accused hail from
Uttar Pradesh and have
duped four gold merchants
in Bilaspur, two in Raipur
and two in Durg. The ac-
cused stayed in a city for
one or two days only and
were frequently changing
their locations. While ad-
dressing media persons
here at Police Control
Room on Saturday, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava informed
that they have busted an in-
terstate gang of fraudsters
and recovered gold jewel-
ery worth lakhs and docu-
ments. Police had received
a complaint from Mohit
Jain (33) of Saheli Jewelers,
Durg. He complained that a
lady Sunita Devi visited his
shop and selected two gold
tops. Against the purchase,
she exchanged some old

gold jewellery. The shop-
keeper exchanged the jew-
ellery and provided new
jewellery and the invoice.
Later on examination, the
gold smith found that the
jewellery was fake. A simi-
lar incident occurred at the
shop of Mahaveer
Jewelers. Police lodged a
complaint under section
420, 34 of IPC.

During the investigation,
CCTV footage and almost
all the lodges and hotels of
Durg were checked. A sus-
picious woman named
Sunita was found at Lakhe
Lodge located in Station

Road, Durg. She was taken
into custody and during in-
terrogation, she confessed
to have committed the
crime. She disclosed that
her husband Sanjay
Kumar, his friend Pintu
and Pintu's wife Reshmi
were also involved in the
crime. All the four have
been arrested and gold jew-
ellery worth lakhs has been
seized from them.

Sub Inspector Saroj
Chaure, ASI RL Verma,
ASI KS Yadav, Constable
Anup Sahu, Gaur Singh
Rajput, Rajkumar Yadav
and Mithlesh Sahu played a

vital role in arresting the
accused. The accused
Sunita Devi (34) wife of
Sanjay Kumar a resident of
Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Noida (UP); Reshmi alias
Dashmi (23) wife of Pintu a
resident of Kanjipura,
Ballia (UP); Sanjay Kumar
(32) son of Late Hanuman
Prasad a resident of
Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Noida (UP) and Pintu
Khairwar (26) son of Late
Samdutt a resident of
Kanjipura, Ballia (UP) were
produced before the court
and have been sent to jail
on judicial remand.

Police busts gang involved
in cheating gold merchants 

Bhilai, Jun 19:

On Sunday, former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh attended the three-
day BJP training session
organized at Nagapura.
Delivering the keynote ad-
dress, he called upon the
BJP workers to go among
the people and make them
aware of the benefits pro-
vided by the Modi govern-
ment. BJP workers were
asked to interact with the
people and appraise them
about the benefits they
have received from the
schemes of the Modi
Government. He added
that the BJP has made 9
crore houses smoke free.
However, the poor of
Chhattisgarh suffered
losses due to the forma-
tion of Bhupesh Baghel
government. The
Congress state govern-
ment snatched the facility
of pucca housing that the
Modi government was
providing to them, Dr
Raman Singh alleged. BJP
workers should reach out
to the masses and explain
to such homeless people
that the Cong Govt has

snatched the right of
pucca house. In the last 8
years from 2014 to 2022, 50
elections were held in
which, except one , the
Congress has lost almost
all the elections. Dr Singh
asserted that there is no
possibility of the
Congress victory in fu-
ture. In Chhattisgarh,
there is a rule of coal
mafia, sand mafia and
liquor mafia. Auctions are
held in the districts to get
the post of Collector on
the same lines as the play-
ers are auctioned in the

IPL. He further alleged
that auctions are also held
for the posting of SP and
illegal operation of gam-
bling, betting and liquor.
Bhupesh Baghel protests
in Delhi against ED but is
giving open protection to
coal mafia and liquor
mafia in Chhattisgarh.

Dr Raman Singh said
that the image of a gentle-
man like Motilal Vora is
being spoiled after his
death. Raman Singh said
that Vora has been a gen-
tleman and he should not
be defamed after his

death. Counting the
achievements of the BJP
rule of 15 years, Dr
Raman Singh said that in
these 15 years,
Chhattisgarh witnessed
historic development. In
2003, Chhattisgarh had
only 1200 km of pacca
roads, which was extend-
ed to 12000 km. The num-
ber of pump connections
rose from 60000 to 4 lakhs
in 15 years and the per
capita income increased
manifold.

Former IAS and BJP
state secretary OP

Chaudhary said about the
responsibility of BJP in
the changed circum-
stances. He spoke about
the rising extortion and
corruption across
Chhattisgarh. He asserted
that change is very neces-
sary in Chhattisgarh be-
cause this state has be-
come an ATM for
Congress.

Ashok Bajaj, former
Chairman of State Co-op-
erative Bank said that in
the last eight years, India
has gained immense repu-
tation globally. India’s re-

spect has increased a lot
globally.

Presiding over the con-
cluding session, District
BJP President Jitendra
Verma said that he is
going to meet all the bene-
ficiaries of the schemes of
Modi government in all
the four mandals of Durg
and make them aware of
the works of the Modi gov-
ernment..District BJP
President Jitendra
Verma, State Secretary
Usha Tavari, District
General Secretary Lalit
Chandrakar, Natwar
Tamrakar, Kantilal
Bothra, former minister
Ramshila Sahu, Dr
Dayaram Sahu, Doman
Lal Korsewada,
Labhchand Bafna, Dr
Balmukund Devangan,
Chandrika Chandrakar,
Sarita Mishra, Kailash
Sharma, Kantilal Jain,
Basant Chandrakar,
Santosh Soni, Manoj
Mishra, Chainsukh
Bhattar, Preetpal
Belchandan, Dr Sunil
Sahu, Surendra Kaushik,
Dilip Sahu, Anoop
Gatagat and other party
workers were present.

CM snatched rights of pucca houses 
from the poor: Dr Raman Singh Bhilai, Jun 19: 

A 20-year-old youth was
beaten to death in
Chhawani area on the in-
tervening night of Sunday.
The accused carried him
in their car and dumped
him near Supela
Government Hospital. The
deceased was a driver by
profession. Police have re-
portedly taken three sus-
pects into custody. Two
other suspects are at large.
The family of the deceased
alleged that a BJP leader
was behind this murder.
Police are exploring all
possible angles of the case.

According to informa-
tion, the deceased was
Ranjeet Singh, a resident
of Ward 19, Camp 1,
Chhawani. Around mid-
night, he was sitting with
his friends near the pond
of Panchmukhi Temple.
In the meanwhile, five per-
sons reached there in a car
and attacked Ranjeet with
hockey and baseball
sticks. Sensing trouble, his
friends escaped from the
spot. The accused beat
Ranjeet black and blue and
even stabbed him. Later,
they took Ranjeet with
them in the car and

dumped him near Supela
Government Hospital.
Passers by rushed his to
the hospital where he was
pronounced brought dead.

Police have lodged a
case and on the basis of
the statements given by
the eye witnesses, three
ruffians have been taken
into custody. Two others
are at large. The family of
the victim has alleged in-
volvement of a BJP leader
in this crime. All the ar-
rested ruffians have previ-
ous criminal record. The
deceased Ranjeet was also
arrested earlier in connec-
tion with some crime.

Youth beaten to death,
three suspects in custody 

Bhilai, Jun 19: A child
was rescued from a
Borewell in Phirhid vil-
lage of Jhangir Chappa
district . The child fell into
the borewell on June 10,
2022 at 4 pm and was res-
cued after continuous ef-
forts lasting 102 hours on
June 14, 2022 at 12 mid-
night. A green corridor
was made till Bilaspur
after rescuing the child
and he was shifted imme-
diately to Apollo hospital
for treatment. This is one
of the longest such rescue
operations conducted in
the country. NDRF, SDRF
and Indian Army worked
on a war footing and suc-

cessfully rescued Rahul
and saved his life. New
challenges came up
throughout the rescue op-
eration. The child could be
reached 64 feet below after
digging a tunnel. District
administration contacted
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant for
help on June 13, 2022.
Taking immediate action,
top Management of BSP
sent two teams from Hirri
for the operation.
Somnath Kumar Singh,
DGM(Mines), Pradeep
Kumar, Asst
MGR(Mining), Sonab
Pandey, Sr Mgr(Mech.),
Milind Sahare,
AGM(Mining), Lokesh

Kumar, Mgr (Mech) and
Raju, Mgr (Mechanical),
Shiv Singh and Pardesi
were part of the team.
Structural Steel and ex-
pansion chemical mortar
were ensured by the team
as per the need of the res-
cue operation. They ac-
tively took part in the res-
cue operation for 36 hours
and contributed in mak-
ing the operation success-
ful. The District adminis-
tration of Jhangir Chappa
thanked BSP's team and
stated that SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant has displayed
its social responsibility by
supporting us in the res-
cue operation.

Special programme in
District Court on

International Yoga Day

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  1199:: On the direction of
National Legal Services
Authority, New Delhi and
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority and in keep-
ing with the protocol issued by
the government for June 21,
2022, International Yoga Day,
yoga programme will be organ-
ized at 07:00 hrs in the District
Court Complex, Durg. According
to the e-mail of the National
Legal Services Authority, New
Delhi, the theme of International
Day of Yoga has been kept as
Yoga for Well Being. The program
on International Yoga Day will
begin at 07.00 where yoga guru
will train the judges, advocates,
employees and also share the
benefits of yoga. The program
will be presided over by Sanjay
Kumar Jaiswal District and
Sessions Judge/Chairman,
District Legal Services Authority,
Durg, informed a press commu-
nique.  It further stated that
every person remains healthy
through yoga. Yoga should be
included in every person's life so
that freshness remains in both
the mind and body of the person.
It should be the responsibility of
every person to include yoga in
their daily routine. The ancient
sages have said in relation to
yoga that do yoga, stay healthy.
In today's modern times, where
food and living habits are irregu-
lar, people are surrounded by
many diseases in their short life.
In such a situation, it is necessary
to bring yoga in your life.

BSP plays pivotal role in
child rescue from borewell
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Second convocation ceremony concludes with great triumph

Raipur, Jun 19: The
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Bhilai
held its Second
Convocation on June 18,
2022 with great joy. Dr.
Saurabh Garg, CEO,
Unique Identification
Authority of India
(UIDAI), Government of
India, graced the event as
the Chief Guest.
Following an elegant aca-
demic procession and
Saraswati Vandana, Dr.
Jayesh Chandra S. Pai
(Registrar, IIT Bhilai)
welcomed the Chief
Guest, BOG Chairman
and Director.
K r i s h n a m u r t h i
Ve n k a t a r a m a n a n ,
Chairman, BOG, IIT
Bhilai, declared the open-
ing of the ceremony.

In his welcome ad-
dress, Prof Rajat Moona,
Director, IIT Bhilai, felici-
tated all the graduating
students on this signifi-
cant occasion of the sec-
ond convocation held by
the institute. He spoke
about the institute’s
tremendous growth over
the last six years. Every
member of the IIT Bhilai
community has shown
the energy and resolve to
innovate, challenge, and
create in all spheres of
life. From academics to
research, from sports to
arts, from incubation to
execution, the students,
faculty members, and
staff members have
demonstrated that lofti-
ness of vision fused with
calibre and fortitude al-
ways results in distinc-
tion and eminence.
Today the institute

boasts of about 800 stu-
dents and research schol-
ars in as many as 19 pro-
grammes. Now, there are
about 20% girl students
in the institute represent-
ing steps towards gender
equality. An all-inclusive
policy to admit brilliant
students from underpriv-
ileged backgrounds and
providing them a quality
education is part of our
efforts in reaffirming our
commitment towards so-
ciety. Despite the onerous
impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on our every-
day life and emotional
and mental well-being,
our faculty has contin-
ued to take obstacles in
their stride and march
forward in pursuit of ex-
cellence.

The graduating stu-
dents include 6 PhD, 14
MSc, 11 MTech, 12 BTech

(Honours) and 102 BTech
graduates. Following the
scroll signing, and the
oath-taking ceremony by
the graduates, Dr. Garg
and Prof. Moona present-
ed the Institute Gold
Medal to Mr. Abinash
Acharya (BTech 2022),
while the Director’s Gold
Medals were awarded to

Mr. Saksham Bhushan
(BTech 2022), Mr.
Abhishek Shrivastava
(MTech 2022), Ms.
Kumari Rani
(Outstanding female stu-
dent for BTech/MSc
2022). The Senate Awards
were given to 8 candi-
dates from different dis-
ciplines.

In line with the govern-
ment’s “Digital India”
initiative, IIT Bhilai
awarded the degree cer-
tificates to the students
in digital format, moving
towards a sustainable
and environmentally-
friendly operation. The
certificates, digitally
signed by the signatories,
were stored in a pendrive
and also uploaded on
DigiLocker, a digital
repository recognized by
the government, and
linked with the students’
Aadhaar ID. This process
of digitising the certifi-
cates ensures that stu-
dents can avoid the has-
sle of certificate verifica-
tion or difficulties in case
of loss of the original.

As part of the
Chairman, Board of
Governor’s address,
Venkataramanan con-

veyed his special admira-
tion for the graduating
students, and congratu-
lated the Director, faculty
and staff members for or-
ganising the second con-
vocation in a positive
spirit. He congratulated
all graduates and wished
them the best for the next
phase of the journey.
“The world is very differ-
ent now as compared to
earlier times. The role of
technology is critical.
After Silicon Valley,
Bangalore, Pune and
Hyderabad are next.
Many of you try to take
risks to achieve some-
thing special and fail. But
the failure to try, the fail-
ure to take any risk at all
is perhaps the greatest
failure of all”, he said.

Dr. Garg delivered the
convocation address in a
similar vein. He com-

mended the institute on
its considerable growth
and expressed happiness
at the impending move of
the institute to its perma-
nent campus in Bhilai.
He addressed the gradu-
ates with some special
words stating, “Success
and happiness are two
goals which most peo-
ple would like to
achieve. Success is very
aptly being said as get-
ting what you want and
happiness on the other
hand is wanting what
you get. It’s rare, but it’s
up to you to decide.”

The programme con-
cluded with the presen-
tation of mementos to
the guest and, after a
rendition of the nation-
al anthem, the convoca-
tion was declared
closed by
Venkatramanan.

Lecture session held at NIT

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 19:
Department of
Humanities and Social
Sciences, National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur organised a
lecture session to rejuve-
nate the mental and
physical system through
yoga and meditation on
18th June 2022.

This event was con-

ducted in anticipation of
International Yoga Day
on 21st June. It was held
in the APJ Abdul Kalam
Hall.

The speaker for this
session was SK Rajeev
Nair, Corporate Relations
Manager, Chhatrapati
Shivaji Group of
Institutions (CSGI). He

talked about various ac-
tivities such as clapping,
tapping, music therapy,
sports and yogaasanas as
a medium to awaken the
mind and also taught
about personality devel-
opment. The programme
was thoroughly enjoyed
by the students.

Dr PY Dhekne, Dean

(Student Welfare), Dr UK
Dewangan, Head of
Department, Department
of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Dr DC Jhariya,
Faculty, Applied Geology,
along with Dr Anoop
Tiwari, Dr Hina Chawda,
Dr Manju Shukla, Suraj
Nishad, Lomash
Chandrakar, Sharda
Mahapatra and other fac-
ulties from the
Department of
Humanities and Social
Sciences were present
during this lecture. The
event witnessed an en-
thusiastic participation
of more than 100 stu-
dents.

Finals of Pan IIT Yoga Sports competition at IIT Bhilai
Raipur Jun 19: The Indian
Institute of Technology
Bhilai is celebrating the
International Day of Yoga
with an 80 days ‘Yoga
Mahotsav’ in which the
first-ever Pan IIT Yoga
Sports Competition is being
conducted in two phases,
online and offline. The
event has been organised by
the Sports and Yoga team
under the leadership of
Prof. Rajat Moona, Director,
IIT Bhilai.

The final stage of the
competition will be organ-
ised in offline mode on the
campus on June 20 and 21,
followed by a grand celebra-
tion of IDY which will in-
clude the prize distribution
for the Pan-IIT Yoga Sports
Competition. This follows
the elimination round of
the competition held from
May 14 to 16 in online mode
with participation from 11
IITs. With the esteemed
judges who possess NYSF
certification and a proactive
management team, the on-
line mode was a roaring
success. The athletes put up
an invigorating show dur-
ing the online stage. On the

occasion, Wing Commander
Dr. Jayesh Chandra S. Pai,
Registrar, IIT Bhilai astute-
ly observed, ‘Yoga is not
only about performing vari-
ous and diverse asanas but
also about achieving the
sole aim of Self - Mastery.’

After the successful run
of the online event, success-
ful teams from IITs across
the country have been invit-
ed for the final rounds. The
preparations are ongoing
with great enthusiasm, and
the participating contin-
gents have started to arrive
on the campus for the finale.

The final round of the PAN
IIT Yoga Sports
Competition will commence
from June 20. It will be a
two-day event with several
competitions and cultural
events. It will culminate in
the celebration of
International Day of Yoga.
Dr. Suryakant Patil
(National Yoga Federation
Member) and Mr. Gyanesh
Sharma (Chairperson, Yoga
Ayog Chhattisgarh) will be
the chief guest and the
guest of honour of the prize
distribution program in the
final program.

One arrested with banned drug
Raipur, Jun 19: The Civil
Line Police Station of the
capital Raipur arrested
one Mohd Sarfaraj with
400 tablets of banned drug.
Sarfaraj, a resident of
Chaurasia Colony
Santoshi Nagar Raipur
told that he brought this
banned drug from
Cuttack, Odisha. He was
sent to jail after registra-
tion of an offense under
the Narcotics Act.

Police Station Civil Line
got information on Friday
night that a person near
Pandri on the roadside be-
hind Forest Colony, is try-
ing to sell banned intoxi-
cating tablets. Acting on
this tip-off police reached

the said area and arrested
Sarfaraj. During search in
his vehicle banned drugs
were found. Sarfaraj could
not produce valid docu-
ments of drugs. He was ar-
rested and the bike and
drugs were confiscated.

Sarfaraj disclosed
names of some more peo-
ple of Raipur in connec-
tion with the trade of
banned drugs. Major ac-
tion can be taken against
them soon. Supply of drug
was being done from
Cuttack in Odisha to
Raipur and other districts.
On this, the Narcotics Cell
took swift action against
banned intoxicating
tablets, syrups and ganja.

Rains lasting for 2.5 hrs cause water-logging

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 19: The first
showers that lashed the
city from 10:30 am to 1 pm
on Sunday morning after
arrival of monsoon in
Chhattisgarh caused
water logging at several
residential colonies and
led to chaos on the city
roads besides exposing the
lack of preparedness of
Raipur Municipal
Corporation to deal with
the problem of water log-
ging. Residents in low
lying areas fear that in-
crease in rains would fur-
ther compound their prob-
lems.

Apart from water-log-
ging on the roads, drains
were seen overflowing at
several places in the city.
For the last several weeks
the Municipal
Corporation officials were
discussing solution to

problem of water logging
in the city. Instructions
were also issued to com-
plete the preparations to
tackle water logging.
Accordingly officials were
entrusted with separate
responsibilities and spe-
cial cleanliness drive was
being run. But accumula-
tion of rain water on the
roads at some parts of the
city proved that there was
a lack of preparation.

Hundreds of families
living in Jal Vihar Colony
of Telibandha, who have
been facing problem of
water logging for years, do
not seem to be getting re-

lief even this time as rain-
fall on Sunday led to heavy
water-logging  in the area.
Local residents met the of-
ficials of the Municipal
Corporation hundreds of
times regarding this prob-
lem but nothing has
changed yet. The rainfall
on Sunday caused water
inundation on the streets
of Jal Vihar Colony.

The road leading from
Raipur’s NIT campus to
Nalanda campus re-
mained water-logged. Due
to water logging more
than half a dozen shops in
Chowpatty along this
stretch kept looking for

the customers on Sunday.
In DD Nagar area of ??the
city, the foul smelling
drain water spilled over
the road leading to
Century Colony.

According to Raipur
Municipal Commissioner
Mayank Chaturvedi an ac-
tion plan of the corpora-
tion is ready to overcome
the problem of water log-
ging in the city due to
monsoon rains. The
drains of the city are
being cleaned at night so
that water does not stag-
nate. Sometimes, contami-
nated water also comes
from the taps in the rain.

Therefore, the commis-
sioner has asked all the
zone commissioners of
Raipur to disinfect all
hand pumps, power
pumps. To this end work
will be done in the first
phase on June 25, the sec-
ond phase on July 10, and
the third phase on July 30.
In the event of a flood-like
situation, school buildings
or community buildings
close to the areas will shift
people to dharamshalas
and make arrangements
for their shelter.
Instructions have also
been given to fill all pot-
holes.

Heavy rains in Raipur, Durg and
Bilaspur divisions

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 19: Weather
pattern across
Chhattisgarh has changed
now with rapid increase
in monsoon activity.
Dense clouds covering the
sky in capital Raipur and
Durg since Saturday led to
rainfall on Sunday morn-
ing. It rained heavily with
light wind and thunder.
Rainfalls have been re-
ported at several places in-
cluding Raipur, Durg,
Rajnandgaon, Dhamtari,
Mahasamund, Gariaband,
Kabirdham, Bilaspur,
Janjgir-Champa, Baloda
Bazar and Balod.

Raipur recorded the
highest maximum tem-
perature 35.6 degree
Celsius in the state.
According to the

M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department, by Saturday
afternoon, the northern
boundary of the south-
west monsoon had
reached Pendra Road.

According to
Meteorological depart-

ment, similar weather is
likely to prevail in the
state for the next few days.
The Meteorological
Centre has forecast heavy
rainfall and thunderstorm
with lightning at isolated
places over Chhattisgarh

for the next four days. In
its weather outlook for
subsequent two days it
has predicted rain or
thundershower at most
places over Chhattisgarh.

For Raipur the meteoro-
logical centre has predict-
ed rain or thundershower
with maximum tempera-
ture of around 33 degree
Celsius for the next 72
hours. With rains, sowing
of Kharif is going to start
in the farm fields of
Chhattisgarh. The farm-
ers were eagerly awaiting
light water to collect in
their fields for paddy 
sowing.

Baghel writes to Central
Petroleum Minister 

Raipur, Jun 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
wrote a letter to the Central
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri to inform him about
the difficulties faced by
farmers and common peo-
ple in the state due to the
shortage of petrol and
diesel. He requested the

minister to provide a regu-
lar supply of petrol and
diesel in all the petroleum
company depots in
Chhattisgarh.

The Chief Minister wrote
in the letter that for the last
1-2 months, there has been a
shortage in the supply of
petrol and diesel in
Chhattisgarh, due to which
many petrol pumps in many
districts are becoming dry.
The Chhattisgarh
Petroleum Dealer Welfare

Association has also in-
formed that there are 750 re-
tail outlets of Messrs.
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited in
Chhattisgarh which is get-
ting closed due to the short-
age in the supply of petrol
and diesel.

The review of petroleum
companies has revealed
that earlier, the buffer stock
would last for 4-5 days, while
for the past 1-2 months it
only lasts for one day, which
gets over quickly and the
petrol pumps become dry.

The Chief Minister also
wrote that Chhattisgarh is
an agriculture-dominated
state. Agricultural activities
are in progress after the ar-
rival of the monsoon.
Farmers are facing difficul-
ties in farming due to the
shortage of diesel.
Moreover, in rural areas,
ambulance facilities are get-
ting affected due to the

shortage of diesel and the
common people are facing
many problems.
Agricultural work will get
negatively impacted due to
the shortage in diesel and
petrol supply, due to which
common people will face
economical losses. Even
after making advance pay-
ments at retail outlets in
rural areas, there is no sup-
ply of petrol and diesel.

The Chief Minister
Baghel has urged Central
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri to start the regular
supply of petrol and diesel
in all the depots of Messrs.
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited,
Bharat Petroleum, and
Messrs. Indian Oil
Corporation Limited so that
farmers and common peo-
ple do not have to face diffi-
culties. He requested the
minister to thoughtfully re-
solve the problem.

For regular supply
of petrol and diesel
in Ch’garh

Says Ch’garh is fac-
ing a shortage in
supply of petrol and
diesel from last 1-2
months

Petrol pumps and
petroleum depots
in many districts
going dry

Similar weather
likely for the next
few days

Expose lack of pre-
paredness of civic
body

To rejuvenate men-
tal and physical sys-
tem through yoga
and meditation

CM instructs to provide financial
assistance of Rs 4 lakh  

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1199::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has
expressed deep grief over the
death of three people in
Thakurikapa village of
Mungeli, Rohasi village of
Balodabazar and Sahaspur
village of Gariaband due to
the occurrence of lightning
strike. These include two men

and one woman. The Chief
Minister has expressed his
condolences to the bereaved
families. Baghel has directed
to provide financial assis-
tance of Rs.4 lakh each to the
next of kin of those who died
in the incident of lightning,
under the provision of
Revenue Book Circular 6-4.

Chief Minister Baghel has
also given instructions to all
the collectors to take neces-
sary precautions to prevent
and prevent loss of life during
lightning strikes. In this
regard, it is noteworthy that
advisory had also been issued
by the state government in
the past.

To the family of
each victim

Expresses deep
grief over the death
of three people
lightning strike

p At IIT Bhilai
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VEHICLES STUCK

With first heavy showers in capital city, the excavated area which was left without compaction, led to wheels of

four-wheelers getting stuck near Spare School area.

Narva devp is important for increasing green cover: CM
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1199::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Friday said it
is the need of hour to save sur-
face and ground water to main-
tain the availability of water for
the future generation. He
instructed not to compromise
on the quality of groundwater
restoration and conservation
work being done under Narva
Yojana. The programme was
presided over by Forest and
Climate Change Minister Mr.
Mohammad Akbar.

He was addressing a virtual
programme organized by the
Forest Department from his res-
idence office here today. On the
occasion, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel launched the
works approved by the state
government under the ambi-
tious ‘Narva Vikas’ programme
in the year 2022-23 in 40 forest
divisions of the state at a cost of
Rs 300 crore 52 lakh under
CAMPA head. He also trans-
ferred an amount of Rs 34 crore
41 lakh to 4 lakh 72 thousand

collectors associated with 432
societies as remuneration for
the tendu leaf collection done in
the state in the year 2020.

In the programme, Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel inaugurat-
ed laboratories established at
the forest circle level in Raipur,
Bilaspur, Kanker, Jagdalpur and
Surguja for quality testing of
forest produce and products.
Along with this, he also
launched the eco-tourism devel-
opment works in Mahasamund
Forest Division at a cost of Rs 5
crore.

Addressing the programme,
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel said
that Narva Vikas Yojana is
important for increasing green
cover and boosting the income
of the people in forest region.
This scheme should be given the
form of a campaign keeping in
view its importance. He direct-
ed the officials concerned to
ensure that there is no compro-
mise in the quality of works
being done under this scheme. 

Referring his visit to Surguja
and Bastar divisions during the
Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan, the

Chief Minister said that the
water level in Surajpur, Bijapur
and Sukma is very low and it is
the need of hour to do maximum
Narva development work in
these districts. He said that dur-
ing the meet and greet pro-
gramme, information was
received that due to these
works, the water level has
increased by about 30 cm in for-
est areas while about 7 cm in
plain areas. The Narva develop-
ment will not only ensure avail-
ability of adequate quantities of
water for wildlife and animals

and birds in the forest areas, but
will also encourage farmers to
opt for double cropping which
will eventually help to increase
the biodiversity.

The Chief Minister gave
instructions for plantation of
fruit-bearing trees in the
forests. Referring to the launch
of C-Mart at Kondagaon,
Kanker, and Bijapur during the
Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan, he said
that it is necessary to keep a
check that prices of products
here are less than the market
price.  Referring to the work of
Mahua collection through nets
started in some districts, Mr.
Baghel said that Mahua collec-
tors are getting good benefit
from this, on the same lines;
Char-Chironji should also be col-
lected through nets. Char-
Chironji gets a good price in the
market. At present, people cut a
tree trunk to collect char; it
should be ensured that no tree
is cut in the process. 

Presiding over the pro-

gramme, Forest Minister Akbar
said that Narva Vikas is a multi-
use scheme for reviving the
drains and streams and conser-
vation and augmentation of
groundwater resources. For the
successful implementation of
the scheme, the programme
should be continuously moni-
tored. For this, preparations are
also being made to assess the
increase in water level and
increase in irrigation area as a
result of Narva development
works. Forest Minister Mr.
Akbar said that keeping in view
the interest of forest dwellers,
continuous efforts are being
made to ensure that they get
maximum benefits from the col-
lection of minor forest produce
and its processing. As a result of
these meaningful efforts,
Chhattisgarh has topped in the
country in terms of collection of
minor forest produce. At pres-
ent, about three-fourth of the
country’s minor forest produce
is collected in Chhattisgarh.

State govt working to fulfill dreams of people: CM

Raipur, Jun 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
inaugurated the 831 meter
long flyover constructed
on National Highway near
Kamal Vihar constructed
at a cost of Rs 25.38 crore.
With the inauguration of
Kamal Vihar flyover, there
will be ease in traffic and
the local people will bene-
fit a lot from it. Along with
this, the Chief Minister
also performed bhoomi
pujan of 4 important con-
struction works costing Rs
27.29 crore. These works
include construction of a
culvert in Nala near Akoli
Khurd from Arang to
Khapri access road, con-

struction of high level
bridge and access road at
Palaud Nala on Tekari-
Paloud road, Kolar Nala
on Biroda to Singar
Bhatha road and high level
bridge over Tanki Nala.
On this occasion, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that our government
is working to fulfill the
dreams of the people, con-
taminated water is being
treated, urban slum health
scheme is being run keep-
ing the poor in mind,
through Dhanwantri
Yojana, Generic medicines
are available at less than
half the cost. Mr. Baghel
said that every man’s

dream is to build a house,
but it took many years as
the procedures were
lenghty to get various
sanctions. Now there is no
need to get approvals from
Town and Country plan-
ning, as all approvals are
given from Municipal
Corporation. We have de-
livered 100 types of servic-
es  through Mitan Yojana.
The Chief Minister said
that today Chhattisgarh
model is being discussed
all over the country and
our initiative has also
been praised by NITI
Aayog, the work of
Revenue Department is
being done fast and all the

people of the state are get-
ting its benefits.

In the last three and a
half years, due to the ef-
forts of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, continu-
ous work is being done to
make the life of Raipur
city more convenient. It is
worth mentioning that
along with making the
cities beautiful and order-
ly, ensuring a clean envi-
ronment is also the goal of
the Bhupesh Baghel gov-
ernment of Chhattisgarh.
That is why along with the
construction of roads and
culverts, this important
initiative has been taken
by the Chief Minister to

make the air and water of
the city pollution-free. On
this occasion, Minister of
Public Works
D e p a r t m e n t ,
Tamradhwaj Sahu while
addressing the people said
that the construction of
this flyover of Kamal
Vihar will provide a lot of
convenience to the people
of the area. Mr. Sahu said
that in three and a half
years, we have completed
most of the works of the
manifesto and are work-
ing outside the manifesto
as well.

The technical report of
the program was present-
ed by the Secretary, Public
Works Department,
Siddharth Komal Singh
Pardeshi. Parliamentary
Secretary  Vikas
Upadhyay, MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
MLA Dhanendra Sahu
and other public represen-
tatives and officials of
Public Works Department
were also present on the
occasion.

CM inaugurates railway 
under-bridge near Telghani Naka

Raipur, Jun 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
inaugurated Railway
Under Bridge near
Telghani Naka connecting

Agrasen Chowk to
Ramnagar Road and con-
gratulated the people for
better transportation facil-
ity. On this occasion, Chief
Minister along with Public
Works Department
Minister, Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Parliamentary
Secretary, Vikas Upadhyay
and other public represen-
tatives inspected the quali-
ty and beautification of
the newly constructed
Under Bridge from

Telghani Naka to
Ramnagar.

On this occasion, the
residents of Ramnagar
welcomed the Chief
Minister very enthusiasti-
cally and expressed their
gratitude by showering
flowers on him.

With the commissioning
of this under bridge,
smooth traffic will be
available to the com-
muters from Samta
Colony, Agrasen Chowk to

Gudhiyari, Ramnagar and
Hirapur. The length of this
under bridge built by the
Public Works Department
is 272 meters and width is
7.5 meters.

Ramnagar residents
Radheshyam Kashyap and
Prem Kumar Lodhi said
that there was a long wait
for the completion of this
railway under bridge.
There is an atmosphere of
joy among the people due
to the inauguration of the
new underbridge by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
Now people will not have
to travel long distance of
overbridge. People com-
muting from Samta
Colony, Agrasen Chowk to
Gudhiyari, Ramnagar,
Hirapur will be able to use
the under bridge. This will
also save money and time
and ease the traffic.

Residents of
Ramnagar
expressed their
gratitude by show-
ering flowers on the
Chief Minister

Ch’garh model is
being discussed all
over the country

Inauguration of
Kamal Vihar flyover
constructed at a
cost of Rs 25.38
crore

CAIT urge implementation of Standing
Committee recommendations 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1199:: CAIT  National
Vice President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi ,  States Working
President Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu Makhija,
State General Secretary
Suriender Singh, State Working
General Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay Agrawal
and state media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed  the
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) has welcomed
the report of Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Commerce submitted to Rajya
Sabha on  June 15th, on e-com-
merce. The CAIT has urged
Union Minister for Commerce,
Piyush Goyal to take immediate
effective steps in light of the
recommendations of the
Committee in order to protect
small businesses of the country
which is facing enormous heat
from the hands of global e-
giants by making e-commerce
as an uneven level playing field.
The CAIT has sought an audi-

ence with  Goyal to discuss the
issue.

“The report of the Standing
Committee is comprehensive
which has deliberated on cur-
rent scenario of e-commerce in
India and its recommendations,
if implemented will surely
remove the vicious atmosphere
which is prevailed in e-com-
merce trade. The report of the
Committee fully substantiate
the charges levelled by CAIT in
more than past two years
against few e-commerce com-
panies who are flouting the rules
& policies in order to captivate
not only the e-commerce but
retail trade of the Country as
well”-said CAIT National  Vice
President Mr. Amar Parwani
and State President  Mr.
Jitendra Doshi.

Mr. Parwani  and Mr. Doshi
appreciated the work of the
Committee which not only gave
ample time for the stakeholders
to submit their views but also
toured few cities and saw itself
the ground realties of e-com-
merce trade. The trade leaders

said that remark of the
Committee in introduction of the
report which says “The e-com-
merce market in India exhibits a
clear pattern of concentration,
where few e-marketplace giants
hold control over a large part of
the market, making them indis-
pensable for sellers/business
user seeking access to such e-
marketplaces’ sizeable online
consumer base” is alarming and
runs contrary to the democratic
principles of India and Digital
India vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Mr. Parwani &
Mr. Doshi  said that the report of
the Committee has dealt with
every aspect of e-commerce
trade in a most diligent matter
in which various observations
and remarks puts a question
mark on the current ecosystem
of e-commerce. The recommen-
dations of the Committee
speaks the about the real crux of
e-commerce business and there-
fore need to be looked seriously
and immediate steps needed to
purify the e-commerce trade in
India.

Two female
Naxalites surrender

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jun 19: Two
hardcore female naxalites
of banned Naxal organi-
zation viz. Madkam Pojje
and Ranita alis Kosi
(PPCM) R/o Police
Station Bheji, having a re-
ward of Rs 8 lakh on their
head, surrendered with-
out arms before Yogyan
Singh DIG CRPF Sukma

range, Sunil Kumar SP
Sukma and Om Chandel .

Duo informed that it is
getting influenced by
‘Rehabilitation Policy’ of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government and ‘Poona
Narkom campaign’ being
run by Sukma Police
(new morning, new be-
ginning) and developing
hatred from obsolete ide-
ology of Naxalite and fed-
up with their exploita-
tion, atrocities and dis-
crimination by outside
Naxalites and violence on
local tribals that they de-
cided to surrender.

Were having Rs 8
lakh award on their
head

MMaahhaassaammuunndd,,  JJuunn  1188::  Kumar
Gaurav of Bihar securing 7 points
secured the Mahasamund Trophy
All India FIDE Rating Chess
Tournament which concluded
here on Wednesday. He was pre-
sented with cash of Rs 21000 and
trophy and certificate by the
guests. In the same way, Sneha
Haldar of WB securing 7.5 points
was the runner’s up and was pre-
sented with cash prize of Rs
15000, trophy and certificate.

The chief guest of the five-day
long tourney was the President
Chhattisgarh State Chess
Association (CSCA) Raghvendra
Singh and it was chaired by
District Collector Nileshkumar
Kshirsagar and special guest was
DFO Pankaj Rajput, District pan-
chayat CEO S Alok, District
Sports officer Manoj Dhritlahare,
District Chess Association
President Dr DN Sahu and

Secretary State Chess
Association Hemant Khunte.

At the conclusion of this tour-
nament, President CSCA
Raghvendra Singhania said that
the players from all over country
were eyeing on this tourney.
Seeing the enthusiasm of players
it appears as if the those taking
part would bring laurels to the
country at national and interna-
tional level. Chess teaches a per-
son lot of things in life and CSCA
will take game of Chess to new
heights in Chhattisgarh, he

added. With help from
Chhattisgarh government,
International Grandmaster
Tournament will be organised in
the state from September
onwards and it will be in the
name of Mukhyamantri Trophy.
He also made an appeal to all
Chess players to take part in the
State Open Championship to be
held in Rajnandgaon from June 18
as it is associated with Chess
Olympiad.

On this occasion Collector
Nilesh Kshirsagar extended

greetings to the organisers and to
all the players for successful
organisation of the tournament.
He said that the game of chess in
itself is an art which teaches con-
centration, patience. Playing
Chess during student life not only
enhances intelligence, but also
develops human values.  He said
that through programme ‘chess-
in-school’, they will start training
in Chess in four different schools
of the district to promote the
game. In the rating tournament
under Men’s prize, a total of 10
Chess players were presented
with prizes. In this the first prize
went to Kumar Gaurav of Bihar
securing 8 points; second to
Sneha Haldar of WB with 7.5
points; third to Kishan Kumar
with 7.5 points; fourth to Kamad
Mishra of MP with 7.5 points;
fifth to Debpriyo Saha of WB with
7.5 points; sixth to Raja Bose of

Jhakhand with 7.5 points; 7th to
Vinod Kumar Sharma of
Chhattisgarh with 7 points; 8th to
Omji Verma of UP with 7.0 points;
9th to Yashad Bambeshwar of
Chhattisgarh with 7.0 points; and
10th prize to Mukesh Thakur of
Chhattisgarh with 7.0 points. In
the same way in the best female
Chess players of Chhattisgarh-
Pari Tiwari with 6.0 points was
presented prize; Sania
Dhruvanshi of Ch’garh with 6.0
points second; Anshul Mishra of
Ch’garh with 6.0 points as third;
Prachi Yadav of state with 6.0
points as fourth. In the award for
best Vetern - Sudhir Kumar of
Odisha got first place with 7.0
points; KRK Gupta of Rajashtan
with 6.0 points in second place
and Rajkumar Rai of Odisha with
6.0 points in the third and Mirza
Matin of Ch’garh with 6.0 points
in the fourth place.

Kumar Gaurav of Bihar lifts Mahasamund Chess trophy

Raipur, Jun 19: Under the
aegis of United Muay Thai
Association of India
(UMAI), Sports Muay Thai
Association Madhya
Pradesh is hosting senior,
junior, sub-junior( Boys

and Girls) National Muay
Thai Championship and
Pro Night Fight from June
16-22 at Shrimant Tukoji
Rao Pawar Indoor Stadium
Dewas.

Rudra Pratap Singh of
Raipur defeated player of
Assam in Age 17-51 kg cate-
gory to win gold for

Chhatisgarh. Misha Sindu
of Korba bagged second
gold (Age 17-51 kg catego-
ry) in Girls’ section after
defeating the player from
Maharashtra. Third gold
was won by Shruti Sahu 13
years, 36 kg category by de-
feating the player from TN.

To take part in this
event, 80 member
Chhattisgarh team (40
Boys, 40 Girls), 09
Technical Official, 04
Women Manager, 02 State
Association representative
which comprises of 95
members are in Dewas.
Most of the players from
Chhattisgarh are in quar-
ter final and semifinal in
their respective categories,
informs Anis Mmeon GS
Chhattisgarh Amateur
Muay Thai Association.

Three players bag gold for Chh’garh 

Rudra Pratap Singh Shruti Sahu and Misha Sindu 

At UMAI National
Muay Thai C’ship



CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  MONDAY,  JUNE  20,  2022

Jagdalpur, Jun 19: 

Children, parents and
teachers were very much
enthusiastic on the first
day of ‘Shala Pravesh
Utsav’ being organised
after long gap of two years
of Corona pandemic. This
programme was organised
in Government Higher
Secondary School,
D h a r a m p u r a .
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain was pres-
ent as the chief guest and
he welcomed the children
with garlands, sweets and
distributioni of textbooks
and uniforms.

He first welcomed
Kewalya Sonwani, a differ-
ently-abled student of pri-
mary school Kosabari and
Kanchan Yadav, a student
of primary school Kalipur
with flowers. During this,
he also provided financial
assistance under the
Mahtari Dular scheme to
the children who lost their
parents due to Corona dur-
ing this period. In the pro-

gram, Municipal
Corporation Speaker
Kavita Sahu, District
Panchayat CEO Rohit
Vyas, Education
Department’s Joint
Director Ramsagar
Chauhan, DEO Bharti
Pradhan, Deputy
Commissioner of Tribal
Development Department
Vivek Dalela, District
Mission Officer Akhilesh
Mishra along with offi-
cials of the Education
Department, staff and
school students were pres-
ent.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel was virtually con-
nected to this programme
from his official residence
in Raipur.

He also held talks with
the students and parents
who were excited with the
reopening of schools

closed due to Naxal vio-
lence of the division and
congratulated them.

It is noteworthy that 156
schools in Bijapur, 97 in
Sukma, 4 in Narayanpur,
in Dantewada and
Narayanpur of Bastar di-
vision have been restarted
with the efforts of the
state government.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister said that
the students will have to
carry out studies with
double the enthusiasm
and folding up theri
sleeves to meet up the loss
during last two years of
corona pandemic. He said
that this decision was
taken by the government
in view of the demand for
re-opening of schools
which were closed due to
Naxal violence. This has
brought lot of happiness

to the children and par-
ents in the region. He said
that where earlier gun-
shots used to reverberate,
now it is good to hear the
whispers of children. CM
said that the studies were
affected due to the Covid
pandemic, but various ef-
forts were made by the
teachers to control the co-
rona as well as to maintain
the level of education of
children.

Kawasi Lakhma and
Vice-Chairman of Bastar
Area Tribal Development
Authority Vikram Shah
Mandavi expressed their
gratitude to the Chief
Minister for the re-open-
ing of the schools. In-
charge Minister Kawasi
Lakhma said that now
peace is coming again in
the villages and happiness
can be seen among the vil-

lagers due to the re-open-
ing of schools, hospitals,
ration shops in the vil-
lages. Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand Jain
said that this year 80 per
cent in class X and more
than 85 per cent in class
XII examination results
are the result of change in
the field of education in
Bastar. He said that Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel is
continuously encouraging
the children for better ex-
amination results. He has
promised to take the stu-
dent who secured first po-
sition in the district in
class 10th and 12th exami-
nations in a helicopter.
The Parliamentary
Secretary said that the stu-
dent who secured first po-
sition in the district in
class X and XII examina-
tions would be given a
prize money of Rs 51-51
thousand. He said that
Yuvodaya Academy has
been established in the dis-
trict for the students
preparing for competitive
examinations, where chil-
dren of inner villages are
also climbing the ladder of
success after getting guid-
ance. Appealing to the par-
ents to send their children
to school regularly, he ex-
pressed the hope that max-
imum number of children
of Bastar district will get a
place in the merit list.

Jain welcomes children with
garlands of flowers, sweets

Also distributes textbooks and uniforms on occasion of ‘Shala Pravesh Utsav’

 Under the Mahtari

Dular Yojana, 

financial assistance

of Rs 5000 each was

given to the children

who lost their 

parents to Corona.

Fingeshwar, Jun 19: 

In the year 2020-21 in
Kaundkera village of the
district, a severe hail-
storm had destroyed
standing crops of many
farmers, on which the vil-
lagers had demanded the
amount of compensation
for the destroyed crop
from the district adminis-
tration.

CM announced to give
the amount of compensa-
tion and had asked the
Collector to conduct a sur-
vey regularly and submit
it to the government after
preparing a Girdawari re-
port. But it is being alleged
by the villagers that
Ahishek Chaturvedi, the
then patwari prepared a
report without survey and
also as per the villagers

got 100% compensation
amount to his relatives.

Not only this, the vil-
lagers say that there are
many people in whose
name only 1 or 2 acres of
agricultural land is
recorded, but they claimed
compensation for 15 to 20
acres of land and they
were provided 100% of the
crop compensation
amount by the patwari.
Also, there are many farm-
ers whose names are miss-
ing from the survey re-
port, even though they are
the actual beneficiaries,
the villagers have claimed.
The villagers came to
know about this when the
names of the farmers who
got crop compensation
were assessed in front of
everyone in the Gram
Sabha. The villagers have

also accused regional BJP
leaders behind the act.
However, the villagers
wanted to conduct a high-
level investigation by a
team of state officials, ex-
cept the district officials,
by putting up a chaupal in
public.

On this demand of the
villagers, the Gariaband
Collector along with Rajim
Tehsildar Revenue Staff,
set up a Jan Choupal in
the market square of
Kaundkera and assured to
take appropriate action in
the matter after listening
to the problems of the vil-
lagers.

At the same time,
District Panchayat CEO
Roktima Yadav has also as-
sured the villagers to take
strict action against the
culprits.

Collector assures action against
fake compensation beneficiaries

Dantewada, Jun 19: 

Aazadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav Inkdew Lit
Fest was organised by
Inkdew Publications in
collaboration with
Sahitya Academy
National Academy of
Letters and National
Aluminium Company
Limited with gaiety at
Damanjodi of District
Koraput, Odisha from
11th to 13th June 2022.
Entire Lit Fest was suc-
cessfully managed by Dr
Manoj Kishore Nayak
Founder Inkdew
Publications, Pradeep
Kumar Hota Chief
Advisor Inkdew
Publications, Ashok
Kumar Patnayak Chief
Editor Seemanta.
Yogendra Mahapatra,
lyricist of Pani Marigala
Jhain Chhattisgarhi
Song and Mrs. Urmila
Acharya, President
Awardee from Jagdalpur,
Chhattisgarh and
Amujuri Biswanath,
Author Educationist,
Aastha Vidya Mandir
Jawanga Dantewada
Chhattisgarh participat-
ed actively in literature
and poetry sessions.
Amujuri Biswanath pre-
sented self written
English poem on
‘Because Life is
Beautiful’ and Hindi
poem on ‘Papa Aap Bahut

Yaad Aate Ho’ and ‘Han
Yeh Akhanda Bharat
Bhoomi Hai’ which
touched every audience,
poets emotionally and lit-
erary. Dr Manoj Kishore
Nayak Founder Inkdew
Publications honoured
Amujuri Biswanath with
momento and citation for
his wonderful poetry. The
inauguration ceremony
was started by Chief
Guest Sushil Kumar
Padhee, Executive
Director NALCO and
guests of honour M. P.
Samal Group General
Manager (H&A) NALCO,
P. K. Behera Group
General Manager (CRG)
NALCO, Krushna Singh,
freedom fighter
(Sarvoday Movement).
Special guest Member of
P a r l i a m e n t
Nabarangapur Ramesh
Chandra Majhi expressed
his voice on literature

and arts and released
new books namely
Glorious India, The Fire
Flies, The Words of the
World, Tinipada, Dehant
Pare. Everyone is a Poet,
Women in Indian
Literature, Meri
Kavitayein, Conversation,
Literature knows no
Border : One World One
Family, The Midnight
Poetry Show sessions
were brought energy and
creativity. Dharmaraj
Majhi, Sushil Kumar
Gochhayat, Sonal
Maharana, Dr Sumant
Kumar Padhy, Rasmita
Barik, Durgaprasad
Padhy, Ashok Kumar
Pattnaik and Kaustubh
Patnayak received
National Poet Awards and
Social Service Awards.
On second day, Shri Alok
Kumar Anugulia, Deputy
Collector, Koraput Odisha
attended the closing cere-

mony program as Chief
Guest and congratulated
all poets and authors for
their magnificent works.
MP Nabarangapur
Ramesh Chandra Majhi
and Alok Kumar
Anugulia Deputy
Collector Koraput felici-
tated Amujuri Biswanath
with an award certificate
for his poems and write-
up. Various discussions
like Tribal Literature: Its
impact on modern era,
Poetica De Aboriginals,
Experiment of an Artists,
Multilingual Poetry
Session were successfully
conducted.

Students of Sai Care
Education Institute,
Nabarangapur, Odisha
performed tribal dances
to present local folks cul-
ture of Koraput, Odisha
and set the glory of litera-
ture in leadership of
Durga Padhy. On third
day, Poetry on Wheels
through song, presenta-
tion was organised where
the authors went to
Deomali Hill, the highest
mountain peak of
Odisha. Sarita Nayak and
Khushboo Kumari man-
aged stage with melliflu-
ous voice continued the
fluency of literature to
success the program.

In this Lit Fest poets
from 12 states of India,
Bangladesh, Nepal and
UAE participated actively.

Poets and authors present literary write up
In Aazadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav Inkdew National Lit Fest

‘Cleanliness
workers face

injustice’ 

TTiillddaa--NNeeoorraa,,  JJuunn  1199:: Part-time

School Cleanliness Workers

Association are on strike in sup-

port of their demands and

Pramod Sharma MLA

Balodabazar extending his sup-

port to this strike termed that

government has done injustice to

these workers. He added, no

body from the administration has

come for talks with them and

they are on strike for 122 days.

Cleanliness workers in large

number are at Budhatalab

Dharna venue and are even ready

to tender mass resignation.  MLA

Sharma said, Congress govern-

ment assured that within 10 days

after coming to power they will

regularize the services of all

cleanliness workers in school but

even after three and half years

they have not been regularized.

The schools have opened from

June 16 and staff who are sup-

posed to maintain cleanliness in

schools are on strike but adminis-

tration is not interested to listen

to them. MLA added, these work-

ers receive Rs 2300 as wages per

month and questioned that how

it is possible to earn livelihood

with this small amount.

Konta, Jun 19: 

An  unique initiative
was  taken by the Central
Reserve Police Force in
Sukma district along with
the civic action program
for the villagers as well as
for the animals now by the
241 Bastariya Battalion
Minpa Camp.

Minpa Camp is a
Central Reserve Police
Force camp located in a
very sensitive and Naxal
affected area in dense
forests under Chintagufa
Police Station District
Sukma area of ??Konta
Block.

At present, there is an
outbreak of severe heat,
which continues every
year from March to June
till the arrival of mon-
soon. During this period,
at times the temperature
has crossed 40 to 45 de-
grees. This is an area in
which rivers, streams,
ponds dry up from March
to June. Here water is not
available for humans as
well as animals, birds and
animals. Human beings
make arrangements for
water from wherever they
go. But the biggest prob-
lem is to the animals, birds
and animals in this sum-
mer season. These
speechless people are un-
able to speak their plight
to anyone.

In these months, small
calves of cows, small chil-
dren of birds and wild ani-
mals lose their lives in the
forest due to lack of water.
Many times animals were
seen roaming around the
camp in search of water in
the wet areas of the
camp’s waste water, in
such a situation, C. 241
Bastaria Battalion CRPF,
on the request of the vil-
lagers, took a decision to
offer water to cows, bulls,
birds and wild animals.
Apart from this, due to the
death of wild animals, ani-
mals and birds due to lack
of water, the forest will
also become devoid of ani-
mals and the environment
will also be affected.

The villagers expressed
their happiness to the
Company Commander
Subhash Chandra Meena,

CRPF C. 241 Bastaria
Battalion. Thus, on the
request of the villagers,
Padma Kumar, A.
Commandant 241 Bastaria
Battalion CRPF, Subhash
Chandra Meena, Assistant
Commandant built a
water tank for the animals
in the periphery of the
camp with the help / labor
of the soldiers of C,241
Bastaria Battalion.

The construction was
done and arrangements
were made to fill it with
water every day. When
the water tank was filled
with water, calves of cow
and buffalo, many types of
birds were drinking water
in it.

And the special thing is
that during the night, a
herd of deer was also seen
drinking water in Minpa
Camp.

Unique initiative for animals 
by Minpa Camp CRPF

In Sukma district, the ‘Shala
Pravesh Utsav’program was cele-
brated with full gusto. Here this
year the happiness of the ‘Shala
Pravesh Utsav’was doubled.
During the Salwa Judum, the
newly admitted students were
welcomed with uniforms, books
in the 97 schools destroyed by
Naxalite violence, which started
operating again. The district
level program was organized at
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School, Sukma where
students and their families had
also reached from the re-run
schools in the interior village.
The chief guest of the program,
Sukma District Panchayat
President Harish Kawasi, Sukma
Municipal President Jagannath

Sahu and other public represen-
tatives, Collector Vineet
Nandanwar, Superintendent of
Police Sunil Sunil Sharma wel-
comed the newly admitted stu-
dents by garlanding them, feed-
ing them sweets and provided
bags, uniforms, and books.
During this, in his address, Harish
Kawasi reiterated the words of
Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar and said
that education is the most impor-
tant chapter of human life.
Education gives man the ability
to think, understand and reason.
Human development is possible
only through education. He said
that strengthening the education
system in rural areas has been a
continuous effort of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel and

Industries Minister Kawasi
Lakhma. To fulfill this, the gov-
ernment is working with commit-
ment. Recalling his school days,
Collector Nandanwar said that
students should always learn
from their mistakes and failures.
Teachers should understand
every student, always       moti-
vate them, children will
definitely besuccessful.
He said that it is a collective
effort of all of us to provide better
education in the district, educa-
tion is such a power, a formula
that can change everyone.
Jagannath Sahu and
Superintendent of Police Sharma
also congratulated the newly
admitted students and wished
them bright future.

Konta/Sukma, Jun 19: 

After the summer vaca-
tion, now the bells will
ring again in the schools.
On June 16, ‘Shala
Pravesh Utsav’program
was celebrated by distrib-
uting uniforms, books to
the newly arrived stu-
dents across the state.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel joined the‘Shala

Pravesh Utsav’ program
through virtual medium
from his residence office.
During this, he congratu-
lated the children of 97
schools demolished dur-
ing Salwa Judum in
Sukma district on the
school entrance festival.
He discussed with class V
student Veko Kosa and en-
couraged him to study
diligently. The Chief

Minister spoke to the stu-
dent’s family member
Madkam Masa, who told
that he was deeply sad-
dened by the collapse of
the schools, due to which
the future of hundreds of
children of the village had
gone into balance. He had
no hope that the laughter
of the children would res-
onate in these schools
again, but he had faith in

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Today schools
are being run again in his
village Karigundam, and
children are building
their future. He ex-
pressed his gratitude to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Industries
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
and district administra-
tion for restarting the
closed schools.

‘Shala Pravesh Utsav’ celebrated with pomp in Sukma 
97 closed schools demolished by Naxal violence during Salwa Judum restarted 

Re-operation of demolished 97 schools, 
children are now building their future 

FLOODED ROAD

A biker wades through a flooded road after heavy rains, in Nagaon district, Sunday.

Prophet remarks row protests: 415
arrested, 20 FIRs registered in UP

Lucknow, Jun 19 (PTI):

The Uttar Pradesh
Police has arrested 415 peo-
ple and registered 20 FIRs
so far in connection with
the violent protests that
erupted in the state over
now-suspended BJP
spokesperson Nupur
Sharma’s remarks on
Prophet Mohammad.

Violence broke out in
Kanpur on June 3 and in
nine other districts of the
state on June 10 after
protests against Sharma’s

remarks during a TV de-
bate spun out of control.
At least 40 people, includ-
ing 20 police personnel,
were injured in the vio-
lence in Kanpur.
Additional Director
General of Police (Law and
Order) Prashant Kumar on
Sunday said that a total of
415 people have been ar-
rested and 20 FIRs regis-
tered in 10 districts so far
in connection with the vio-
lence on June 3 and June
10. Three FIRs each have
been registered in Kanpur

Police Commissionerate
and Saharanpur, seven in
Prayagraj and one each in
Firozabad, Aligarh,
Hathras, Moradabad,
Ambedkarnagar, Kheri
and Jalaun, he said.

The ADG said 97 people
have been arrested in
Prayagraj, 85 in
Saharanpur, 58 in Kanpur,
41 in Ambedkarnagar, 40
in Moradabad, 35 in
Hathras, 20 in Firozabad,
eight in Kheri, six in
Aligarh and five in
Jalaun.

Agnipath protests trigger fresh
friction between allies BJP, JD (U)
Patna, Jun 19 (PTI):

The protests against the
Centre’s ‘Agnipath’ scheme
that envisages recruitment
of soldiers on a short-term
contractual basis, triggered
a fresh war of words be-
tween the two ruling allies -
the BJP and the JD(U) - with
the former holding the
Nitish Kumar government
responsible for its “inability
to stop attacks” on the resi-
dences of saffron party
leaders.

Talking to reporters here
on Saturday, Bihar’s BJP
chief Sanjay Jaiswal, whose
house was vandalised by
‘Agnipath’ protesters, criti-
cised the state government,
alleging that its effort was
“inadequate” to stop violent
protests in the state. He held
Nitish Kumar-led coalition
government responsible for
what he termed as targeted
attacks on BJP leaders in
the state.

“When protestors at-
tacked my house in Bettiah
district on Friday, we called
the fire brigade...they said
fire tenders would come
only if the local administra-
tion allows it,” a visibly
upset Jaiswal told re-
porters.

Bihar Deputy Chief

Minister Renu Devi’s house
and several BJP offices
were also vandalised by the
protesters on June 17.

The state BJP chief said
targeting people at the be-
hest of the administration
and torching offices of a
particular party with police
as mute spectators are unac-
ceptable .

“We are part of the ruling
alliance, but something like
this has not happened any-
where in the country. It is
happening only in Bihar. As
a leader of the BJP, I con-
demn this incident and if
this is not stopped, it won’t
be good for anyone,” he
said.

Reacting to Jaiswal’s
comment, JD(U)’s national
chief Rajiv Ranjan alias
Lalan Singh, said, The cen-
tral government took a deci-
sion. There are protests in
other states too. Young peo-
ple are concerned about
their future, so they came
out to protest. Of course vi-
olence is not the way. We
can’t accept violence. But
the BJP should also listen to
what is worrying these
young people and their con-
cerns. Instead, the BJP is
blaming the administra-
tion,” Ranjan said in 
a video.

Iranian national held for posing as
intelligence agent, looting foreigners
New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

An Iranian national
has been arrested for al-
legedly impersonating
as an intelligence agent
and looting foreigners
visiting India on the pre-
text of checking their
bags on suspicion of car-
rying drugs, police said
on Sunday.

The accused has been
identified as 46-year-old
Hossein Rezafard
Ahmad, who resides in
Lajpat Nagar in south
east Delhi. He came to
India on May 21 on a
medical visa, they said.

After coming to India,
he befriended two others
who are currently ab-
sconding. The trio tar-
geted vulnerable foreign
nationals coming to the
national capital on med-
ical visa.

The accused used to

track the movement of
those who visited hospi-
tals and then followed
them, police said.

According to police,
Ahmed was arrested fol-
lowing a complaint filed
by a Sudanese national
at Lajpat Nagar police
station on June 16.

The foreign national
had come to India on
medical visa last month.
He alleged that he along
with his wife was re-
turning home from a
hospital in Greater
Kailash when suddenly
three people came in a
car and stopped them.

Thereafter, they intro-
duced themselves as offi-
cials from the intelli-
gence agency and start-
ed searching the vic-
tim’s bag.

“After searching the
bag, the accused fled
away from the spot.

When the complainant
looked into his hand
bag, he found that cur-
rency, including Rs
50,000, USD 6500 and
some Sudanese Pound,
was missing.

“Accordingly, a case
under section 379 (pun-
ishment for theft) of the
Indian Penal Code was
registered at Lajpat
Nagar police station and
investigation of the case
was taken up,” a senior
police officer said.

The CCTV footage of
the cameras installed
near the place of inci-
dent was analysed and a
suspected car was iden-
tified.

When the owner of
the car was contacted,
he said he had sold the
vehicle around three
months ago to one
Nawab. On reaching
Nawab’s last address, it

was found that he had al-
ready left Gurgaon.
Then Nawab’s mobile
number was put on sur-
veillance, the officer
added.

“... the team finally
succeeded in arresting
Nawab’s co-associate
Ahmad and he was
taken into police cus-
tody,” Esha Pandey,
Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Southeast)
said.

During the course of
investigation, Ahmed
confessed to his crime
and USD 2,000, 4,000
Sudanese Pound, 28,000
Iranian Riyal, 200 Saudi
Riyal, 5,000 INR and a
car used in the commis-
sion of crime was seized
from his possession, she
said. Police said efforts
have been taken to trace
the associates of the
Iranian national.

Thackeray slams Centre’s Agnipath’ scheme, says
wrong to play with lives & ambition of youth

Mumbai, Jun 19 (PTI):

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Sunday hit
out at the Centre over its
‘Agnipath’ military re-
cruitment scheme and
said it was wrong to play
with the lives and ambi-
tions of the country’s
youth.

Addressing Shiv Sena
MLAs and senior leaders
on the occasion of the
party’s 56th foundation
day, Thackeray said if the
youth do not have jobs,
there is no use of speaking
only about Lord Ram. He
said farmers were the first
to take to the streets
against some the of the
Centre’s agri laws .

“You must assure only
what you can deliver, “ the
chief minister said. Why
give names like ‘Agniveer’
and ‘Agnipath’ to schemes
which have no meaning?
What will the youth aged
17 to 21 years get after four

years? he asked.
“Having soldiers on con-

tract is dangerous, and
playing with the ambi-
tions and lives of youth is
wrong. There is no use of
only speaking about Lord
Ram, if the youth do not
have jobs,” the Sena presi-
dent said.

He said Maharashtra
was calm, despite violent
protests in some parts of
the country against the
‘Agnipath’ scheme. “Today
may be my day, tomorrow
some one else will emerge
as a better alternative,” he
added. The Centre had on
Tuesday announced the
scheme, saying youth be-

tween the ages of 17 and-a-
half and 21 years would be
inducted for a four-year
tenure in the armed
forces, while 25 per cent of
them will be subsequently
inducted for regular serv-
ice. The youths to be re-
cruited under the new
scheme would be called
‘Agniveer’.

Later, in an attempt to
pacify the protesters, the
government on Thursday
increased the upper age
limit for recruitment
under the ‘Agnipath’
scheme to 23 years from 21
for the year 2022.

As the protests intensi-
fied in various parts of the
country, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Saturday approved a pro-
posal to reserve 10 per cent
of the jobs in various or-
ganisations under the
ministry for recruits
under the ‘Agnipath’
scheme if they meet the
requisite eligibility 
criteria.

Mamata may not attend Pawar’s meet on Prez poll
Kolkatta, June 19:

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee is unlikely to par-
ticipate in the opposition
meeting convened by NCP
chief Sharad Pawar on
June 21 on the upcoming
presidential poll due to
prior engagements, a TMC
functionary said on
Sunday.

A senior TMC leader
will be present at the pro-
posed meeting, he said.

“Mamata Banerjee will
not be able to attend the
meeting as she has some
prior engagements. She

has also conveyed it to
Sharad Pawarji. But a
leader from our party will
be present there,” a senior
TMC functionary said.

During the first such
meeting called by Banerjee
in Delhi on June 15 to for-
mulate a strategy for the

upcoming presidential
poll, it has been decided
that a common candidate,
who will “uphold the dem-
ocratic ethos of the coun-
try”, will be chosen as the
opposition nominee. As
many as 17 parties attend-
ed the meeting.

Leaders of the Congress,
Samajwadi Party, NCP,
DMK, RJD and the Left
parties attended the over
two-hour-long meeting
called by the Trinamool
Congress supremo, while
the AAP, SAD, AIMIM,
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi and Odisha’s rul-
ing BJD skipped it.

Central govt changing face of Delhi,
modernising it: PM Modi

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
asserted that modern de-
velopment work being un-
dertaken by the Centre is
changing the face of Delhi
and modernising the na-
tional capital.

Speaking after inaugu-
rating the main tunnel
and five underpasses of
the Pragati Maidan
Integrated Transit

Corridor project here,
Modi cited a number of
initiatives, including
Eastern and Western
Peripheral Expressways,
more than doubling of
metro tracks in Delhi-NCR
and the Delhi-Meerut
highway, among other
things, as steps taken by
his government to solve
the region’s problems.

Delhi has received a
beautiful infrastructure
gift from the central gov-

ernment, the prime minis-
ter said after inaugurating
the project. He noted that
the project will help save
55 lakh litres of fuel and
cut down pollution.

Modi said his govern-
ment looks at increasing
urbanisation as an oppor-
tunity and has been work-
ing to boost ease of living
for the people.

The inauguration of the
1.6-km-long tunnel, which
will be Delhi’s first, will

allow commuters travel-
ling to India Gate and
other central Delhi areas
from east Delhi, Noida
and Ghaziabad to ditch
traffic snarls at ITO,
Mathura Road and
Bhairon Marg, and there-
by save time, fuel and
money.

“Time is money,” Modi
said, adding that if the
government announces
Rs 100 for people, then it
makes headlines but if Rs
200 is saved, it is not talked
about much.

Modi also lauded the
artwork adorning the tun-
nel and underpasses, and
suggested that they should
be closed for traffic for a
few hours on Sundays so
that people can walk and
take a look at the art.

He added that he will
also ask MPs to do so.

The Pragati Maidan
Integrated Transit
Corridor project has been
built at a cost of more
than Rs 920 crore and is
entirely funded by the cen-
tral government.

It is aimed at providing
hassle-free and smooth ac-
cess to the new world-class
exhibition and convention
centre being developed at
Pragati Maidan to facili-
tate easy participation of
exhibitors and visitors in
the programmes being
held there.
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BRIEF

Poor monsoon
New Delhi: Already
reeling under the
after-effects of tor-
menting heatwaves,
India cannot afford to
have a poor monsoon
which could spell dis-
aster for its agricul-
ture-based economy,
experts have said,
hoping a revival of
monsoon rains will
ease food inflation and
ensure food security.
The monsoon ac-
counts for around 70
per cent of the coun-
try’s annual rainfall
and irrigates 60 per
cent of its net sown
area. Nearly half of
the population de-
pends on agriculture
directly or indirectly.
A bad monsoon in-
variably means bad
crop production and
inflation.

15-year-old held for rape
Dehradun: A 24-year-
old woman house-
keeping staff of a five-
star hotel here was
raped allegedly by a
15-year-old boy, police
said on Sunday. The
boy has been taken
into custody and sent
to a juvenile correc-
tional home, they
said. The boy, who was
staying in the hotel
with his parents,
barged into a ladies
washroom on Friday
and raped a woman
housekeeping staff
who was charging her
mobile phone there,
Station House Officer,
Rajpur police station,
Mohan Singh said.
The woman’s cries for
help could not be
heard as the accused
locked the washroom
from inside, he said.
The woman’s medical
examination has con-
firmed rape, the SHO
said.

2 injured
Mumbai: Two broth-
ers were injured after
a big and heavy stone
rolled down a hill and
hit their hut in
Mumbai in the early
hours of Sunday, a fire
official said. The inci-
dent took place when
the victims, aged 20
and 25, were sleeping
inside their hut in
New Bharat Nagar lo-
cality of suburban
Chembur, he said.
Both the injured per-
sons were rushed to
the Sion Hospital and
they were stated to be
out of danger, the offi-
cial said.

16-year-old boy killed
Itanagar: A 16-year-old
boy was killed in a mas-
sive landslide in
Arunachal Pradesh’s
Papum Pare district on
Sunday, police said.
The landslide hit
Yupia, the district
headquarters, around 8
am. The boy, identified
as Rage Hilli, was rid-
ing a motorcycle and
got buried in the de-
bris, Papu Hills police
station inspector O
Ronang told PTI. His
body was later re-
trieved from under the
debris.

Dummy message
Bhubaneswar: A
dummy message’
from the official
Twitter account of
the Special Relief
Commissioner
(SRC), Odisha on
Sunday created a
flutter among the
people with many
making queries on
the intention behind
such a move. The
SRC’s dummy mes-
sage said an impend-
ing’ Cyclone Sitrang’
is likely to cross
north Odisha close to
Dhamra as a very se-
vere cyclonic storm
with a maximum
wind speed of 155
kmph.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Union Minister of Commerce & Industry Piyush Goyal,
Union Minister of Housing & Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri and Union MoS of
Commerce & Industry Anupriya Patel, arrives for a ceremony to dedicate to the nation
the main tunnel and five underpasses of Pragati Maidan Integrated Transit Corridor
Project, in New Delhi, Sunday.

Thiruvananthapuram, Jun 19 (PTI):

Union Minister of State
for External Affairs V
Muraleedharan on Sunday
alleged that BJP has “grave
suspicions and concerns”
that Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan may be a
participant in the gold
smuggling case, based on
the conduct of his govern-
ment in the matter. The
statement was in response
to a query from a reporter
as to whether BJP believes
that Vijayan has any in-
volvement in the smug-

gling case subsequent to
revelations made against
him by a key accused in the
matter. He said that this be-
lief emanates from the fact
that the Left government’s
General Administration
Department, which comes
under the CM, had alleged-
ly unlawfully issued diplo-

matic identities to UAE
consul employees.

The Union Minister fur-
ther alleged that the kind
of relationship that the CM
had with the consul em-
ployees was unheard of in
other states where such
consulates exist and ques-
tioned the need for such
contacts with employees of
the UAE consulate here.

He told the media that
the Left government has
taken steps which have
‘posed obstacles’ in the
probe being carried out in
the case by investigating

agencies like the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED). This was evident
from the fact the ED offi-
cials had to resort to litiga-
tion against the
Commission of Inquiry set
up by the state govern-
ment, he claimed.

Such attempts by the
state would distract and
dishearten the officials
from going ahead with the
probe, he further claimed
and questioned the Left
government’s intentions
behind such steps when it
itself was contending there

should be a fair probe. He
also clarified that while he
never said Kerala Police
and its Crime Branch were
incompetent, they were un-
able to perform their du-
ties properly due to the al-
leged poltical intereference
of the state government.
Muraleedharan said as
long as Narendra Modi
was Prime Minister, no
one involved in smuggling
or corruption would be
able to escape from the
clutches of law and there
would be no settlement of
such cases.

Kerala CM may have been participant in gold smuggling case: Muraleedharan

‘Insult’ to Hindu Gods: Cong leader’s
house attacked in Karnataka

Mangaluru, Jun 19 (PTI):

Unidentified miscre-
ants attacked the house of
Congress IT cell secretary
V Shylaja Amarnath at
Puttur in Dakshina
Kannada district in
protest against the
derogatory’ remarks on
Hindu Gods allegedly
made by her through so-
cial media, police said.

Based on a complaint
from Hindu organisa-
tions, the police have reg-
istered a case against the
leader for making the

comments with the inten-
tion of creating enmity
between religions and
breaching peace in 
society.

The miscreants who
vandalised the house of
Shylaja, smashed the win-
dow panes and sprayed
black ink on the walls on
Saturday. The lawyer has
lodged a complaint with
the police in this connec-
tion.

Police reached Shylaja’s
house and conducted an
inspection. Investigation
is on, the sources said.
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PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

France’s Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne arrives to cast her vote for the second stage
of parliamentary elections at a polling station in Conde-sur-Vire, northern France on
June 19.

GO HOME CAMPAIGN

Rohingya refugees walk a “Go home campaign” rally demanding repatriation at
Kutupalong Rohingya camp in Cox’s Bazar on June 19. Tens of thousands of Rohingya
Muslims in Bangladesh’s southeastern refugee camps on Sunday have demonstrated
a “Go home” rally today ahead of the World Refugee Day.

BRIEF
Save soil walkathon

Houston: Hundreds
of people from differ-
ent walks of life in the
US participated in a
walkathon to promote
soil conservation and
urged the global popu-
lation to intensify ef-
forts towards increas-
ing the organic con-
tent of the world’s soil
to 3-6 per cent.
Organised by the Isha
Foundation in con-
junction with
Conscious Planet, an
effort to align human
activity to be support-
ive of nature and all
life on our planet, the 5
km walkathon was
part of a global effort
to secure the future
generation. According
to authorities, hun-
dreds of people, de-
spite scorching heat,
joined Save Soil move-
ment in over 60 cities
across North and
South America, for co-
ordinated walkathons
to raise awareness
about a silently brew-
ing crisis of soil degra-
dation.

Hot weekend
Berlin: People flocked
to parks and pools
across Western
Europe on Saturday
for a bit of respite
from an early heat
wave that saw the mer-
cury rise above 40 C
(104 F) in France and
Spain, and highs of 38
C (100.4 F) in Germany.
Officials warned of
wildfires across the
western
Mediterranean region
as high temperatures
and a long dry spell
made for combustible
conditions. The
European
Commission’s
Copernicus
Emergency
Management Service
said the fire risk was
extreme and very ex-
treme in much of
Spain, the Rhone river
valley in France,
Sardinia, Sicily and
parts of mainland
Italy.

Building collapse 
Philadelphia: A
building caught fire
and later collapsed in
Philadelphia, killing
one firefighter and in-
juring five other peo-
ple, two critically, after
all became trapped
early Saturday, author-
ities said. The fire was
reported just before 2
am Saturday in the
building in north
Philadelphia, eight oc-
cupants were safely
evacuated and the fire
had been declared
under control, officials
said. At 3:24 am, the
building collapsed,
Deputy Fire
Commissioner Craig
Murphy said. Lt. Sean
Williamson, 51, was
pronounced dead at
the scene after he and
another firefighter
were freed from the
rubble hours after the
collapse.

Mali peacekeepers
United Nations:
Tensions between
Russia and the West
are aggravating talks
about the future of one
of the United Nations’
biggest and most per-
ilous peacekeeping op-
erations, the force sent
to help Mali resist a
decade-long Islamic
extremist insurgency.
The U.N.’s mission in
the West African na-
tion is up for renewal
this month, at a
volatile time when ex-
tremist attacks are in-
tensifying. Three U.N.
peacekeepers have
been killed this month
alone. Mali’s economy
is choking on sanc-
tions imposed by
neighbouring coun-
tries after its military
rulers postponed a
promised election.

Islamabad, Jun 19 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari said on Sunday
that his country was com-
mitted to follow interna-
tional standards related to
the counter-terrorism fi-
nancing and anti-money
laundering.

The Paris-based global
money-laundering and ter-
ror-financing watchdog
said on Friday that
Pakistan will continue to
be on the “Grey List” of
countries under increased
monitoring of the
Financial Action Task
Force (FATF).

It said Pakistan may be
removed from the list after
an on-site visit to verify
the implementation of its
reforms on countering ter-
ror-financing mecha-
nisms.

Let me reiterate the
Government of Pakistan’s
high-level commitment to

continue aligning our
AML/CFT regime with
global standards, Bilawal
said in a statement.

He said that Pakistan is
committed to continuing
this positive trajectory of
reforming the financial
sector as part of its larger
strategic objective of
strengthening its econo-
my.

The foreign minister
also expressed hope that

this good news from
FATF will restore confi-
dence in Pakistan’s econ-
omy and act as a catalyst
for sustained growth and
development.

I welcome FATF’s unan-
imous acknowledgement
of completion by
Pakistan of its 2018 and
2021 Action Plans, he
said, commending the
hard work and efforts of
Pakistan’s FATF team.

This was the result of
concerted national efforts
and complete harmony of
interests by all stakehold-
ers, he said.

Bilawal said Pakistan
looked forward to the on-
site visit and a successful
and early culmination of
the process leading to
Pakistan’s exit from the
grey list.

Pakistan has been on
the grey list of the FATF
since June 2018 for failing
to check money launder-
ing, leading to terror fi-
nancing, and was given a
plan of action to complete
the task by October 2019.

With Pakistan’s contin-
uation on the grey list, it
had increasingly become
difficult for Islamabad to
get financial aid from the
IMF, the World Bank, the
Asian Development Bank
(ADB) and the European
Union, thus further en-
hancing problems for the
country.

Pakistan committed to following
international standards to exit FATF

‘grey list’: Bilawal Bhutto Zardari

London, Jun 19 (PTI):

Prince William, the
Duke of Cambridge, on
Sunday released a new pic-
ture with his three chil-
dren to mark Father’s Day.

William, the second in
line to the British throne
who turns 40 on Tuesday,
is seen beaming as he is
flanked by Prince George,
8, and Princess Charlotte,
7. His youngest, four-year-
old Prince Louis, is play-
fully perched on his shoul-
ders as all four royals
smile for the camera
against a rocky backdrop
during a family holiday in
Jordan last year.

The image was released
on William and wife Kate
Middleton’s official
Kensington Palace Twitter
account with Father’s Day
wishes.

“Wishing a Happy
Father’s Day to fathers
and grandfathers across
the world today!” the mes-
sage reads.

A relaxed looking
William is dressed casual-
ly in a T-shirt and shorts,

while his kids look like
they were all sharing a
joke at the time. The set-
ting for the photograph,
thought to be at Petra, is
reminiscent of the back-
drop for the Hollywood
epic Indiana Jones and
The Last Crusade’.
William and Kate also
used a photograph from
the Jordan holiday for
their official Christmas
2021 card.

It has been reported that
the Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge, currently
based out of Kensington
Palace in London, are
planning to shift to a new

home Adelaide Cottage in
Windsor to be close to the
Queen and also Kate’s
own Middleton family in
Bucklebury. Being on the
royal Windsor estate in
Berkshire, it would not re-
quire additional taxpayer
funded security and the
couple will reportedly pay
rent on the Crown Estate
property privately.

While Anmer Hall in
Norfolk will remain their
family country retreat,
the Kensington Palace
apartments will be repur-
posed as staff offices, ac-
cording to UK media re-
ports.

Britain’s Prince William releases new
picture with his kids for Father’s Day

United Nations, Jun 19 (PTI):

There cannot be “dou-
ble standards” on religio-
phobia and combating it
should not be a “selective
exercise” involving only
one or two religions but
also apply equally to pho-
bias against non-
Abrahamic religions,
India has said at the
United Nations.

India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador TS
Tirumurti said that India
has been the greatest vic-
tim of terrorism, espe-
cially cross-border terror-
ism.

He called on countries
to develop an education
system that truly con-
tributes to combating ter-
rorism by promoting the
principles of pluralism
and democracy. “As we
have emphasised time
and again, combating re-
ligiophobia should not be
a selective exercise in-

volving only one or two
religions but should apply
equally to phobias
against non-Abrahamic
religions as well. Till this
is done, such internation-
al days will never achieve
their objectives. There
cannot be double stan-
dards on religiophobia,
he said.

Tirumurti was speak-
ing at a high-level event to
make the celebration of
the 1st anniversary of the
International Day on
Countering Hate Speech
titled Role of education to
address the root causes of
hate speech and advance

inclusion, non-discrimi-
nation, and peace’.

The strong statement
came just hours before
blasts in the Gurdwara
Karte Parwan in Kabul’s
Bagh-e Bala area on
Saturday in which two
persons, including a Sikh,
were killed and seven oth-
ers were injured.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
said in a tweet that the
cowardly attack on
Gurdwara Karte Parwan
should be condemned in
the strongest terms by all.

India has consistently
called, including at vari-
ous UN platforms, for
concerted efforts by the
international community
to combat hate and vio-
lence not just against
Abrahamic religions but
against all religions, in-
cluding Sikhism,
Buddhism and Hinduism.

On several occasions in
the UN, Tirumurti has
pointed out that contem-

porary forms of religio-
phobia can be witnessed
in the increase in attacks
on religious places of wor-
ship like gurdwaras,
monasteries and temples
or in the spreading of ha-
tred and disinformation
against non-Abrahamic
religions in many coun-
tries. India has said that
the shattering of the icon-
ic Bamiyan Buddha by
fundamentalists, the ter-
rorist bombing of the
Sikh gurudwara in
Afghanistan where 25
Sikh worshippers were
killed in March 2020 and
the destruction of Hindu
and Buddhist temples call
for condemning such acts
and religions also. The
emergence of contempo-
rary forms of religiopho-
bia, especially anti-Hindu,
anti-Buddhist and anti-
Sikh phobias is a matter
of serious concern and
needs the attention of the
UN and all Member States
to address this threat.

There cannot be ‘double standards’
on religiophobia, India at UN

TS Tirumurti

Kabul, June 19:

Islamic State Khorasan
Province on Sunday
claimed the responsibili-
ty for the Karte Parwan
Gurdwara attack in
Kabul. ISKP released a
statement claiming re-
sponsibility for the at-
tack. According to ISKP,
‘Abu Mohammed al
Tajiki’ carried out the at-
tack which lasted for
three hours. The group

claimed that besides sub-
machine guns and hand
grenades, four IEDs and
a car bomb were also
used in the attack.

It further claimed that
about 50 Hindu Sikhs and
Taliban members were
killed in the attack and
the attack was conducted
as revenge for the insult
of Prophet Mohammed
by an Indian politician.
However, in the attack,
only two people were

killed and seven others
were wounded. Strong ac-
tion has already been
taken against those who
made derogatory re-
marks.

A statement was also
issued by concerned
quarters emphasizing re-
spect for all religions, de-
nouncing insult to any
religious personality or
demeaning any religion
or sect. Vested interests
that are against India-

Kuwait relations have
been inciting the people
using these derogatory
comments. The
Bharatiya Janata Party
had suspended its
spokesperson Nupur
Sharma from the party’s
primary membership
and expelled its Delhi
media head Naveen
Kumar Jindal after their
alleged inflammatory re-
marks against minori-
ties.

IS claims responsibility for Kabul Gurdwara attack

Karachi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Pakistan in a goodwill
gesture on Sunday released
20 Indian fishermen who
have been languishing in a
jail here for the last five
years for allegedly fishing
illegally in the country’s
waters.

The twenty fishermen
were lodged at Malir dis-
trict jail in the Landhi area
of Karachi. They were sent
to Lahore on their way to
the Wagah border where
they will be handed over to
the Indian authorities.

Jail superintendent
Muhammad Irshad said the
fishermen were released on
the order of the federal gov-
ernment.

They were in jail for the
last five years. Today, they

were handed over to the
Edhi trust which will be re-
sponsible for taking them to
Lahore under police escort,
he said.

Irshad said the fishermen
were arrested by the
Maritime Security Force in
June 2018 and then jailed for
fishing illegally in
Pakistan’s territorial wa-
ters.

Faisal Edhi, who heads
the welfare foundation, said
all expenses and travelling
of the Indian fishermen
were being taken care of by
them. Edhi trust is a non-
profit social welfare organi-
sation. Pakistan and India
regularly arrest rival fisher-
men for violating the mar-
itime boundary which is
poorly marked at some
points.

20 Indian fishermen jailed in
Pakistan for five years released

Islamabad, Jun 19 (PTI):

Pakistan’s ousted prime
minister Imran Khan had “fas-
cist plans” to extend his rule
for 15 years and wanted to get
the entire opposition leader-
ship disqualified by the end of
this year, a senior PML-N min-
ister has claimed, according to
a media report on Sunday.
Speaking at a TV show,
Minister for Power Khurram
Dastagir said he had prior in-

formation that Khan wanted
to clean sweep the entire oppo-
sition leadership, including

Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) president and
incumbent premier Shehbaz
Sharif, Ahsan Iqbal and for-
mer Pakistan prime minister
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi.

Lending strength to his
claim, the minister recalled
the former prime minister had
also announced that the serv-
ices of 100 judges would be
hired to expedite cases against
his political opponents, the
Dawn newspaper reported.

Imran Khan wanted to rule for 15 years by getting
opposition leadership disqualified: Pak minister

Khurram Dastagir

Warren Buffett’s final charity lunch
draws record USD 19M bid

Omaha (US), Jun 19 (AP): An anonymous bidder
has shelled out a record USD 19 million for a private
lunch with billionaire Warren Buffet at a steakhouse
in New York City.

The meal with the Berkshire Hathaway CEO was
offered on an eBay auction to benefit the San-
Francisco-based charity GLIDE, which helps home-
less people and those in poverty. The winner can
bring up to seven guests.

Buffett has raised USD 53 million for GLIDE since
the auction began in 2000. The charity earned the
philanthropist billionaire’s support when his first
wife, Susie, introduced him to it after she started vol-
unteering there. She died in 2004.

This year’s event will be the first private lunch of-
fered with the 91-year-old billionaire since the previ-
ous record-setting bid of USD 4.5 million by cryp-
tocurrency entrepreneur Justin Sun in 2019. The past
two auctions were called off due to COVID-19 con-
cerns and Buffett has said this will be the last.

It’s been nothing but good, Buffett said of the chari-
ty lunch in a news release. I’ve met a lot of interesting
people from all over the world. The one universal
characteristic is that they feel the money is going to
be put to very good uses.

Babies don’t come with instruction
manuals. Children are at once joy-
ful, sad, confusing, predictable,
generous, selfish, gentle and mean.
What’s a parent to do when faced
with such perplexing offspring?
Given the complex interactions of
parent, child and surroundings, par-
ents often feel lost. Many may seek
answers in parenting books.

Parenting books are big business,
and there are tens of thousands of
titles for sale. The big question,
though, is: 

DDoo  ppaarreennttiinngg  bbooookkss  hheellpp??
How effective they are is a mat-

ter of debate, especially given the
lack of scientific evidence regarding
their usefulness. Limited research
has found that problem-focused
self-help books may be helpful to
readers think tips about time man-
agement or healthy eating. And
studies find that using books inde-
pendently to improve well-being
what psychologists call bibliothera-
py is somewhat effective for
addressing stress, anxiety and
depression.

So it makes sense that reading a
parenting book could be useful. In
terms of quality and usefulness,
however, they exist on a continuum.

We’re scholars of human devel-
opment, have taught thousands of
students about parenting and write
about family, parenting and devel-
opment through the lifespan. One of
us (Bethany) is the mother of six lit-
tle ones, while the other of us
(Denise) has two adult children, one

of whom is Bethany. We believe that
parents can become critical
thinkers and choose the books that
will be most appropriate for them.
Here are five questions to think
about when you’re looking for the
best parenting book for you.

A good parent doesn’t need a
Ph.D.; neither does an author.
However, an advanced degree in an
area related to parenting helps in
understanding and interpreting rel-
evant research.

Another consideration is the
experience of the author. Having
one or a dozen children does not
make someone an expert. Doing
more parenting doesn’t necessarily
make you better at it. Not having a
child doesn’t disqualify someone
from being an expert, either, but
should be thoughtfully considered.
We taught parenting classes before
having children, and it’s fair to say
that our own parenting experiences
have added depth, insight and even
grace to what we teach.

The reason someone wrote a par-
enting book can also be informa-
tive. Advice from authors who write
out of angst about their own
upbringing or who failed at parent-
ing should be taken with a grain of
salt.

Finally, don’t let celebrities’
books fool you. Most of these are
written by ghostwriters and are pri-
marily designed to sell books or
build a brand.

Psychology researcher and par-
enting expert Laurence Steinberg
writes that scientists have studied
parenting for over 75 years, and
findings related to effective parent-
ing are among the most consistent
and longstanding in social science.
If you notice inconsistencies
between parenting books, it’s
because few popular books are
grounded in well-documented sci-
ence.

How can you tell if a book is
grounded in science? Look for cita-
tions, names of researchers,
sources and an index. Also, learn

the basic principles of effective par-
enting determined through decades
of research and outlined by
Steinberg. They include: set rules,
be consistent, be loving, treat chil-
dren with respect, and avoid harsh
discipline.

If the book you’re considering is
not consistent with these guide-
lines, rethink its parenting advice.
Likely it’s based not on science but
opinion or personal belief. Opinion
and belief have a place, but science
is better in this space.

If the book is not interesting, you
are unlikely to finish it, much less
learn from it. Before taking a book
home, read the first page and flip to
a page in the middle to see if it
grabs your attention. Try to find
books that you can read in small
bites, skip around in, and return to
in the future.

Avoid books that contain psy-
chobabble, pseudoscientific jargon
that has an air of authenticity but
lacks clarity. For example, the pub-
lisher’s description of the book The
Indigo Children: The New Kids have
Arrived reads, The Indigo Child is a
child who displays a new and
unusual set of psychological attrib-
utes that reveal a pattern of behav-
ior generally undocumented before.

This pattern has common yet
unique factors that demand that
parents and teachers change their
treatment and upbringing of them
in order to achieve balance. To
ignore these new patterns is to
potentially create great frustration
in the minds of these precious new
lives. Pass.

Run, don’t walk, from any book
that tells you its method always
works or any failure is because of
you or worse yet, ignores failure.

It’s impossible to provide advice
for every single parent, child and
situation! An effective parenting
book appreciates context and com-
plexity and informs the reader that
not all answers are in the book. No
parent is perfect, but recognizing
weaknesses and failures leads to

growth and improvement, and no
child is completely malleable. Even
parents who do everything right
may have children who become
wayward.

Make sure the book provides you
with detailed instructions and
things to do, as well as ways to
track improvements. In other
words, make sure it is actionable.

Finally, a parenting book should
respect a parent’s instincts.

Some parenting books offer
insights related to general behavior,
like Raising Good Humans. Others
offer insights for specific issues,
like Safe Infant Sleep: Expert
Answers to Your Cosleeping
Questions. Likely, you will be more
motivated to read a book that
reflects your specific needs and val-
ues and leaves you feeling hopeful.

A word of caution, however. One
study found that parenting books
that stress strict routines for infant
sleep, feeding and general care
might actually make parents feel
worse by increasing depression,
stress and doubt. Parenting
research does not support overly
strict routines, and it’s easy to
understand why most of these par-
ents did not find such books useful.

When you read a parenting book,
the goal is to feel empowered, more
confident, excited and even
relieved. You are not alone, nor are
you the only parent with questions.

Psychologist Edward Zigler
described parenting as the most
challenging and most complex of all
the tasks of adulthood.

Yes, parenting can be tough. In
your parenting adventures, you’ll
likely need all the resources and
tools you can muster. With thought-
ful and critical explorations, you can
find books that enhance your per-
sonal wisdom and intuition to help
in raising these delightfully compli-
cated little humans. 

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  PPrriinncciippaall  LLeeccttuurreerr  iinn
SSoocciiaall  aanndd  FFaammiillyy  DDyynnaammiiccss,,
AArriizzoonnaa  SSttaattee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy))
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Violence will not
yield anything 

It is really unfortunate of
late to see so much violence
happening in various
protests connected to differ-
ent issues in various cor-
ners of our nation. The
protests against the
Agnipath recruitment
scheme are the latest one,
and it is heart-breaking to
see bloody violence, arson,
clashes and conflicts hap-
pening in the name of
protests. Be it the Agnipath
protests, protests connected
to comments on prophet
Muhammed, the Kerala
gold scam protests, or ED
questioning Rahul Gandhi -
what one can see is just
clashes and conflicts occur-
ring at the drop of a hat.
Violence is not going to yield
any good results. Our heads
have to hang in shame as
this is happening in a land
where the greatest of
preachers of peace and non-
violence was born. In a land
where the greatest apostle of
peace was born, it seems his
people have completely for-
gotten that. Gandhiji’s prin-
ciples and ideals paved way
for a nation and its people to
unharness themselves from
a powerful empire. And to
get freedom, Mahatma
Gandhi did not instigate his
people to follow the path of
violence and crooked ways
but plain non-violence, truth
and tolerance. There is a lot
of difference between the
generation the great
Mahatma led and that of
today. Even though most of
the people of that era were
poor, uneducated and unem-
ployed they did not resort to
unwanted arson, clashes
and conflicts and the credit
for that goes to the leaders
who were committed to the
cause, dedicated to their
motherland, transparent to
the core and duty-bound to
see that they worked along
with the followers teaching
them the right way to attain
whatever the aim be. Today
we have the so-called ‘lead-
ers’ seated in their air-condi-
tioned suites watching ar-
sons and clashes live and re-
mote controlling the activi-
ties done by their well-fed
mobs. They are neither seen
along with the followers nor
do they in reality feel the
heat of the conflicts. Poor
people, especially the youth
are just taken for a ride.
They are completely mis-
guided, instigated, incited
and brainwashed to the core
only for these pseudo lead-
ers to achieve their aims and
for their selfish motives. We
the citizens of a beautiful
nation rich in its culture and
heritage must truly intro-
spect ourselves, analyse the
matters in deep and choose
the right. Let us also not for-
get the Mahatma’s thought-
provoking words-be the
change you wish to see in
the world.

M Pradyu,Kannur.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

Kevin Pietersen
@KP24

Dylan getting intro-
duced by these two

friends of mine today.
Will post a video later

on how it goes!

Kamal Haasan
@ikamalhaasan

Warm wishes to @RahulGandhi
on his birthday.  Wishing him a

long, healthy & happy life.

Rajdeep Sardesai
@sardesairajdeep

In last 8 years, his critics have
made various charges against

@RahulGandhi  but the one
they haven’t made or been able
to stick on him is corruption. So

what does the ED case mean
politically?

Joe Biden@
JoeBiden

How well are you going
to sleep at night know-

ing that every five years
ultra-MAGA Republicans

are going to vote on
whether you’ll have

Social Security,
Medicare, and

Medicaid?

MMaaddhhuurrii  DDiixxiitt  NNeennee@@MMaaddhhuurriiDDiixxiitt
A father is a tough shield that protects his kids. Come what may, he will go great lengths to 

protect them, but also teach them the lessons that nobody else can. Happy Father’s Day to the world’s best dad!
Our boys are growing into the young gentlemen we always envisioned.

JJaaggaatt  PPrraakkaasshh  NNaaddddaa@@JJPPNNaaddddaa
Heartiest congratulations

@Neeraj_chopra1 for winning
gold medal at Kuortane Games
with a throw of 86.69m. Your

consistency and drive to win is
inspirational to everyone.

Whole country is proud of you.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh undertook a three-day tour of
neighbouring Vietnam quite recently. It was not just one of those
usual bilateral visits, rather it had wider ramifications. On record, it
was an occasion to mark the golden jubilee year of establishment of
ambassadorlevel relations between the two nations. But, what was
significant was the inking of a mutual logistics support pact for mil-
itary interoperability, making Vietnam the seventh country with
which New Delhi has entered into such an agreement. It is also the
first such major agreement that Vietnam has signed with any coun-
try. Since 2016, India has concluded such logistical pacts with coun-
tries such as Japan, Australia, France, Singapore, South Korea, and
the United States. This is a landmark agreement as it allows war-
ships, including defence aircraft, of the signatory state to refuel and
dock at each other’s military bases. The bilateral ties should be
seen in the context of the common threat that binds the two coun-
tries together, as they fall increasingly under Chinese territorial
encroachments on their respective neighbourhoods. Reports have
appeared in the media saying the China-funded naval base project
in Cambodia is for the “exclusive use” of the Chinese navy, some-
thing not palatable to both countries. The reports are bound to have
a considerable strategic bearing on Vietnam’s national security pol-
icy, perhaps more than any other country in the region. A new
Chinese presence in the Gulf of Thailand, if materialised, would
mean a significant expansion of its naval operational reach, provid-
ing a crucial strategic foothold for Beijing in the contested waters
of the Indo-Pacific. From India’s point of view, increasing defence
cooperation with Vietnam, which has a 3,260 km-long coastline in
the South China Sea, would mean an increasing role in the security
landscape of Southeast Asia and the broader Indo-Pacific.
Moreover, 55 per cent of India’s maritime trade passes through this
region, making it a crucial matter of commercial and economic
importance for India, alongside strategic and security implications.
India’s growing military capabilities, including its nuclear potential,
has ample power to instil confidence in regional countries as a
responsible and reliable partner that can contribute to regional
security in Southeast Asia. New Delhi’s frequent naval manoeuvres
in the region, including periodic port visits, passage exercises, and
other joint multilateral exercises such as ‘Milan’ and ‘Malabar’
clearly embody India’s strong resolve and commitment to a rules-
based international order. 

Rajnath Singh’s Vietnam
trip: The bigger picture

Excessive rainfall triggering massive landslides, disrupting road and
railway connectivity in the Northeast region brings the issue of
landslide risk mitigation to the centre stage of public discourse
every time these events occur, but it is soon forgotten once the dis-
aster period is over. Expansion of the highway and railway network
has also given rise to the number of landslide events and disruption
in the region. This gives rise to the question of whether recommen-
dations for landslide risk mitigation given by experts are strictly fol-
lowed while undertaking construction or expansion or roads, high-
ways and railways or other construction activities in the hilly
regions, or if the challenges have become more complex requiring
new solutions. The ‘Compendium of Task Force Sub Group Reports
on National Landslide Risk Management Strategy’ published by the
National Disaster Management Authority in 2019 lists a set of rec-
ommendations for landslide risks. These include, among others,
creation of a state-wise data base of all critical landslides on vari-
ous important lines of communications at national level. Allocation
of resources/fund available for mitigation needs based on criticali-
ty and inter se priority among critical landslides has been empha-
sized. The report flagged a key deficiency and questioned the pres-
ent engineering practice of relying on fragmentary approaches
involving “quick fix treatments of landslides”, and claims result in
recurrence, year after year, at the very same locations. The set of
recommendations include provision of adequate funding through
national landslide mitigation and management projects or by one-
time funding from the Central Government. The Task Force headed
by NDMA member Lt Gen (Retd) NC Marwah cautioned that the
answer to face a landslide crisis is not to end up doing patch work
of control but to achieve economy and bring speed in implementa-
tion by use of modern technology. The report highlights that geot-
echnical engineering practice is sufficiently advanced to blend the
short and long-term recommendations in a design package by tak-
ing recourse to the well-established observational method of design
and construction. It points out that “many landslides are the result
of human actions, which fail to prevent violence against our moun-
tain and river system.” The Task Force expressed the view that
every major slope failure and landslide generally begins as a minor
landslip or small slope movement and can be nipped in the bud. The
experts also suggested in the report that by preventing small land-
slips “at modicum of expenditure, we can prevent future landslide
catastrophe.” The report concludes that the stabilization of hill
slopes and mitigation of landslides is very important and a vital
aspect in overall landslide management. The compendium includes
study findings, observations and recommendations of six sub-
groups on Generation of User-Friendly Landslide Hazard Maps,
Development of Landslide Monitoring and Early Warning System,
Awareness Programmes, Capacity Building and Training of
Stakeholders, Preparation of Mountain Zone Regulations & Policies
and on Stabilization and Mitigation of Landslides and Creation of
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) for Landslide Management. The Task
Force cites the example of landslides at Sonapur in Meghalaya to
back its argument that permanent solutions to major landslides
may appear to be capital intensive and even unaffordable, but in
true analysis the benefits will far overweigh the cost. An investment
of Rs 11 crore on mitigation of “old perpetual trouble spot” at
Sonapur on the National Highway-6 had saved over a period of eight
years more than Rs 350 crore of direct/indirect cost of road closure.
Fresh landslides at the Sonapur stretch of the NH-6 on Thursday,
disrupting traffic between Silchar and Guwahati, raises the ques-
tion if the trouble spot was regularly monitored for detection of any
fresh trigger or if mitigation measures at the trouble spot need to
be updated to new requirements. Emphasizing on the role of local
residents and the importance of awareness drive among them
about landslide risks, the report states that the “locals are the first
and probably the best observers of the slow and progressive land-
slides in and around the place of their inhabitancy,” but it may
remain unnoticed due to lack of awareness or due to a gap in com-
munication with the authorities concerned. A key recommendation
of the Task Force, which calls for urgent attention of the authorities
concerned, is developing a seismicity-induced Landslide Early
Warning System for Himalayan and North-eastern States as hilly
regions in these states coincide with earthquake hazard zones.

Landslides have no 
quick fix solution
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Sand artist Sudarsan Pattnaik creates a sand sculpture on the occasion of Fathers Day, at Puri beach.

Babies don’t come with instruction manuals

NNiittiinn  GGaaddkkaarrii@@  nniittiinn__ggaaddkkaarrii
Connecting India With Prosperity!

New India of 21st Century is
focused on building the best infra-

structure facilities in the world.
Keeping it in mind, the project for
Six laning of Bengaluru Nidaghatta
Section of NH-275 is progressing

ahead with lots of promises.

FATHERS DAY SCULPTURE

DENISE BODMAN
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Online platforms 
Paris: Government's
platforms for vaccina-
tion of children,
organ and blood dona-
tion are expected to be
ready in six months
but data required to be
seeded on these plat-
forms may take some
more time, a top offi-
cial of National
Health Authority said
here. Speaking on the
sidelines of Vivatech
2022, Co-WIN chief
and National Health
Authority CEO R S
Sharma told PTI that
parents of children
will need to provide
information related to
birth and vaccination
of child for tracking
their vaccination
schedule and other
agencies will also
need to populate their
data like vaccination
centres etc for it to be
ready for use.

Bitcoin 
London: The price of
bitcoin fell below 20,000
for the first time since
late 2020 on Saturday,
in a fresh sign that the
selloff in cryptocur-
rencies is deepening.
Bitcoin, the most popu-
lar cryptocurrency, fell
below the psychologi-
cally important thresh-
old, dropping as much
as 9% to less than
19,000, according to
CoinDesk. The last
time bitcoin was at this
level was November
2020, when it was on its
way up to its all-time
high of nearly 69,000.
Bitcoin has now lost
more than 70 percent of
its value since reach-
ing that peak.

South Indian Bank
New Delhi: Private
sector lender South
Indian Bank has
raised the marginal
cost of funds based
lending rates by up to
0.20 per cent across
various tenors to be ef-
fective from Monday.
The Marginal Cost of
Funds Based Lending
Rates (MCLR) applica-
ble for multiple tenors
has been revised with
effect from June 20,
2022, South Indian
Bank said in regulato-
ry filing on Saturday.

Apple workers vote
Towson: Apple store
employees in a
Baltimore suburb
voted to unionize by a
nearly 2-to-1 margin
Saturday, a union said,
joining a growing
push across US retail,
service and tech in-
dustries to organise
for greater workplace
protections. The
Apple retail workers
in Towson, Maryland,
voted 65-33 to seek
entry into the
International
Association of
Machinists and
Aerospace Workers,
the union's announce-
ment said. The vote
could not immediately
be confirmed with the
National Labour
Relations Board,
which would have to
certify the outcome.

Wipro 
New Delhi: Wipro
Lighting on Sunday an-
nounced the creation of
a new business unit
combining Commercial
Lighting and Seating so-
lutions. The new organ-
isation has been created
to enable greater syner-
gies and accelerate
growth by leveraging
Wipro's common dealer-
ship network, as well as
servicing customers,
the company said in a
statement. "Wipro
merges its Commercial
Lighting and Seating
Solutions to create a
combined business
unit," the statement
said.

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

India has completely
protected the interests of
farmers and fishermen in
the recently concluded
ministerial conference of
the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) in
Geneva, commerce and in-
dustry minister Piyush
Goyal said on Sunday.

Goyal, who led the
Indian delegation for the
WTO talks, also said that
the decisions taken in the
conference will further
strengthen the role of the
multi-lateral body in pro-
moting global trade and
India championed the
cause of the developing
and under-developed coun-
tries.

Members of the Geneva-
based WTO on June 17 se-
cured a 'Geneva Package'
which included agree-
ments on curbing harmful
fishing subsidies and tem-

porary patent waiver for
production of COVID-19
vaccines. The four-day
talks of the 164-member
body, which started on
June 12, ended on June 17
after hectic negotiations.
"In the WTO ministerial
conference, we fully pro-
tected the interests of
farmers, MSMEs, and fish-
ermen. There will be no
burden on them. We pro-
tected their interests," the

minister said here at an
event where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
dedicated to the nation the
main tunnel and five un-
derpasses of Pragati
Maidan Integrated Transit
Corridor Project.

The Integrated Transit
Corridor project is an inte-
gral part of Pragati
Maidan Redevelopment
Project. "Checks are being
placed on illegal fishing in

the high seas and our fish-
ermen will have full free-
dom in our EEZ (Exclusive
Economic Zones).
Similarly, we have ensured
the MSP (Minimum
Support Price) stays and
our farmers interests have
been protected," he said.

Developed countries en-
gaged in distant water
fishing would not be able
to provide subsidies for il-
legal, unreported and un-
regulated fishing activi-
ties, he added. Further, the
MSP operations for farm-
ers are also protected and
"farmers will not have any
problem," he said.

The WTO formulates
rules for global exports
and imports and adjudi-
cates disputes between
two or more than two na-
tions. As per its rules, all
decisions are taken by con-
sensus and a single mem-
ber nation can veto a deci-
sion.

India fully protected interests of farmers,
fishermen at WTO meet: Goyal

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

The Reserve Bank's
'Payments Vision 2025' doc-
ument, which seeks a
three-fold jump in the
number of digital pay-
ments, is progressive and
aims to establish India as a
powerhouse of payments
globally, opined industry
players.

The RBI on Friday came
out with its 'Payments
Vision 2025' document
which also talks about
ring-fencing of domestic
payment systems, includ-
ing the need to mandate
domestic processing of
payment transactions, in
view of the emerging
geopolitical risks.

The core theme of the

vision documents is 'E-
Payments for Everyone,
Everywhere, Everytime'
(4Es), with an overall ob-
jective to provide every
user with safe, secure, fast,
convenient, accessible,
and affordable e-payment
options. Commenting on
the document, Rajesh
Mirjankar, MD and CEO,
Kiya.ai, said the Payments
Vision 2025 is progressive
and has an outlook to es-
tablish India as a power-
house of payments global-
ly. "One of the most impor-

tant forward-looking ini-
tiatives is the global out-
reach of UPI, RTGS, NEFT
and RuPay cards with in-
ternationalisation, where
bilateral treaties with na-
tions especially covering
the USD, GBP and Euro
will hugely benefit Indian
residents and their coun-
terparties overseas with
online realisation at lesser
costs," said Mirjankar.

Dilip Modi, founder of
Spice Money, said while
the pandemic raged across
the country, India was on a
path to realising its pay-
ments vision, and digital
payments grew phenome-
nally in volume and popu-
larity, with a constant
thrust from the govern-
ment and the rise of rural
fintechs.

It is heartening to note
that the RBI takes meas-
ures that will further en-

hance safety and security
for rural citizens, where
digital and financial litera-
cy continues to be core
challenges, he said.

V Swaminathan,
Executive Chairman,
Andromeda Loans and
Apnapaisa, said the RBI
came out with its
Payments Vision 2025 doc-
ument to check the flow of
cash in distribution and
enhance the overall digital
transactions in the coun-
try.

"Overall, the RBI seems
to be pushing digital trans-
actions and reducing the
time taken in various set-
tlements. With the UPI on
its side, the momentum is
on the rise and the nation
looks forward to having
multiple options to trans-
act irrespective of the
quantum of the amount to
be transacted," he said.

Mumbai, Jun 19 (PTI):

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Saturday said
the auto industry should
go for need-based research
to address various issues
of the sector from fuel to
engineering.

While addressing the sil-
ver jubilee celebration
program of the Society of
Automotive Engineers
India (SAEINDIA) in
Pune, the Road Transport
Minister said there is a
need for the auto industry
to go for need-based re-
search that will help the
poor.

"You (auto industry)
should address issues
from fuel to engineering --
need-based research with
an understanding of the
country's requirements,"
the minister said.

He said, the automobile
industry should always
have a vision that will help

the country in becoming
self-reliant and the empha-
sis on quality should be a
priority.

The automobile indus-
try is one of the biggest
strengths of the country
with a turnover of Rs 7.5
lakh crore, exports of Rs
3.5 lakh crore, a GDP con-
tribution of 7.1 per cent,
manufacturing GDP of 49
per cent and providing
jobs to over 4.5 crore peo-
ple, he said.

"I believe that before the
end of 2025, our automo-
bile sector will become the
world's number one manu-
facturing hub and we will
be exporting to the entire
world," the minister said.

Auto industry should go
for need-based research
to help the poor: Gadkari

Vi enhances
4G network

strength 
Bhopal, Jun 19: 

Leading telecom brand Vi, has
enhanced its 4G experience in
Madhya Pradesh & Chhattisgarh
enabling its customers get a bet-
ter network experience and
faster speeds. Vi has till now
deployed the highly efficient
900MHz spectrum on 3043 sites
as well as 1800 MHz band on
11772 sites in Madhya Pradesh &
Chhattisgarh empowering its
customers to enjoy stronger net-
work indoors while they work,
study, socialize, access enter-
tainment, ecommerce and other
digital services. In addition, Vi
Customers in commercial/resi-
dential areas of Indore, Bhopal,
Gwalior, Jabalpur, Raipur, Ujjain,
Bilaspur, Dewas, Dhar and other
important towns are experienc-
ing enhanced voice and data
experience even indoors in high
population pockets of these
cities. During a visit to Bhopal,
Abhijit Kishore, Chief Operating
Officer, Vodafone Idea, said “I
would like to extend an invita-
tion to pre-paid and post-paid
mobile phone users in Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh to
enjoy a superior, upgraded 4G
experience on the Vi network." 

RBI  aims to establish India as powerhouse
of payments globally, say experts

̈ ‘Payments 
Vision 2025’

SIGNING CEREMONY

Qatar's Minister of State for Energy Affairs and President and CEO of QatarEnergy Saad Sherida al-

Kaabi (R) shakes the hand of Claudio Descalzi, CEO of Italian multinational oil and gas company ENI,

during a signing ceremony at the QatarEnergy headquarters in Doha on June 19. Italian company Eni

joined Qatar Energy's project to expand production from the world's biggest natural gas field, days

after Russia slashed supplies to Italy.

Bhopal, Jun 19:  

Kirloskar iGreen Version 2.0
was unveiled as the new vari-
ant for the power generation
business of Kirloskar Oil
Engines Ltd (KOEL), the lead-
ing manufacturer of diesel
generating sets in India.
The Gensets powered with the
R550 series of engines offer
compactness, fuel efficiency
and high power quality. The
new iGreen 2.0 version has a
30% volumetric reduction in
terms of a smaller footprint
and provides a renewed com-
mitment to its customers as a
reliable and efficient product,
and also reinstates the compa-
ny’s commitment of providing
innovative and state-of-the-art
products to its customers. The
launch of the Kirloskar iGreen
2.0 version further cements
the company’s undertaking of

being a complete back-up solu-
tions provider. These Gensets
have an improved product life
and are equipped with a bolt-
less canopy, while the silencer
inside the canopy ensures sav-
ing on space and enhances the
aesthetics of the product.
These products come with in-
built features like remote mon-
itoring of the Diesel
Generating set, where the
Genset actually does a self-
diagnosis and electronically
reports any problem to the
control room, thus safeguard-
ing itself against any possible
problems in the future. Like its
predecessor, the iGreen 2.0 DG
set comes with an inbuilt AMF
panel. This means that the
Diesel Generating set will
switch on automatically once
the grid power is off and
switch off automatically once
the grid power is on. 

Kirloskar launches
its iGreen 2.0 version

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is
scheduled to meet the
heads of public sector
banks (PSBs) on Monday
to review the performance
of the lenders and the
progress made by them on
various schemes launched
by the government for the
revival of the economy.

Banks would be urged to
sanction loans for produc-
tive sectors to accelerate
the revival of the economy
facing headwinds includ-
ing from the Russia-
Ukraine war, sources said.

Last week during the
Iconic Week celebration of
the finance ministry,
banks conducted outreach
programs across the coun-
try where eligible borrow-

ers have sanctioned loans
on the spot.

The Finance Minister
would take stock of credit
growth, asset quality, and
business growth plan of
banks, sources said,
adding non-performing as-
sets (NPAs) of Rs 100 crore
and the recovery status
would also be discussed.

They said there would
be a comprehensive re-
view of various segments
and progress in govern-

ment schemes including
the Kisan Credit Card, and
Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS).

In the Budget, ECLGS
was extended by a year till
March 2023. Further, the
guarantee cover for the
scheme was expanded by
Rs 50,000 crore to Rs 5 lakh
crore. The coverage, scope,
and extent of benefits
under ECLGS 3.0 for hos-
pitality, travel, tourism,
and civil aviation sectors
were expanded.

Also, the credit limit for
eligible borrowers was in-
creased to 50 per cent of
their fund-based credit
outstanding from 40 per
cent earlier. The enhanced
limit is subject to a maxi-
mum of Rs 200 crore per
borrower.

FM to meet heads of PSBs on Mon;
may urge them for credit growth

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

The Employees' State
Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) on Sunday decided
its health insurance
scheme ESI will be imple-
mented throughout the
country by the end of 2022.

Presently, the
Employees' State
Insurance (ESI) Scheme is
fully implemented in 443
districts and partially im-
plemented in 153 districts.
A total of 148 districts are
not covered under the ESI
Scheme.

The ESIC, under the
chairmanship of Minister
of Labour and
Employment Bhupender
Yadav, in its 188th meeting
held on Sunday has taken
significant decisions to
augment the medical care
and service delivery mech-

anism across the country,
a labour ministry state-
ment said.

It has been decided that
the ESI Scheme will be im-
plemented in the entire
country by the end of 2022,
it added.

By the end of the year,
the districts which are
partially covered and not
covered under the scheme
will be fully brought under
the ambit of the ESI
Scheme, the statement
said. The medical care
services will be provided
through establishing new
DCBOs (dispensary cum
branch offices), by empan-
elling mIMP (Modified
Insurance Medical
Practitioner) and tie-up
hospitals of Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana
(PMJAY).

ESIC to cover entire India under
ESI Scheme by year-end

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Home-grown video
streaming platform ZEE5 is
aiming for high double-digit
to triple-digit revenue
growth this year, riding on
the momentum built over
the last two years during the
Covid pandemic, which
acted as a catalyst for people
to explore content online, ac-
cording to a top company of-
ficial.

The platform, which had
recently unveiled 11 original
series in Telugu as part of
its strategy to cater to differ-
ent languages in the coun-
try, is also making invest-
ments in terms of "hun-
dreds of crores" this year for
content creation.

"We have big aspirations
and want to ensure we are
achieving high double-digit

or triple-digit growth this
year as well," ZEE5 chief
business officer Manish
Kalra told PTI when asked
about the company's rev-
enue growth expectations
for this year. In FY22, ZEE5's
revenue stood at Rs 549.6
crore, up 31 per cent from Rs
419.1 crore in the previous
fiscal. Explaining the rea-
sons behind the company's
bullishness, he said,"There
is an opportunity and
there's intent for users to
consume content online and
more and more of them are
coming..." Also, Kalra said,
there is "an appetite from us
to create content, and pro-
vide the right kind of con-
tent to audiences. We're in a
high growth, high valuable
industry right now and we
intend to keep on growing
significantly."

ZEE5 eyes high double-digit
growth this year

Bhopal, Jun 19: 

Cooke & Kelvey and
Rolex  announced the open-
ing of a new point of sale
located at the Currency
Tower Mall, G.E. VIP Road
Corner, in  Raipur (C.G),
India.

The new 55.8 sqm space
offers professional expert-
ise in an elegant setting,
one  that promotes a sense
of harmony, discretion, and
intimacy with the brand.

“As a historic partner of
Rolex in the Indian subcon-
tinent, we are very proud to
be  expanding the Rolex
presence to Raipur, uphold-
ing the highest standards of
quality  and service that are
integral to both the brand
and our own business,” said
Harsh  Khemka, Managing
Director of Cooke & Kelvey
Pvt. Ltd.

Cooke & Kelvey
opens new outlet 

Jaipur, Jun 19: 

Allen Career Institute (ACI),
the pioneers of organized
coaching for students in
India,  today announced its
foray into ed-tech with the
launch of its maiden digital
arm, Allen Digital Pvt. Ltd.
The Company, which has pio-
neered coaching for entrance
examinations such as JEE
(Advanced & Main) and NEET
(UG),  aims to dramatically
improve learning outcomes
for students in India and
beyond, through their new
digital venture. 
With the belief that circum-
stances should not hinder a
student’s career aspirations,
Allen Career Institute is plan-
ning to revolutionize how
career coaching is imparted
today with a blend of digital
and offline learning options.

ACI launches its
maiden digital arm

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

The telecom department
is moving ahead in full
stream towards ushering
the next round of reforms
in the sector and a commit-
tee, set up to make sugges-
tions on licencing reforms,
is expected to submit its re-
port to the Department by
the month-end, a senior offi-
cial said.

Even as hectic prepara-
tions are on in the
Department of Telecom
(DoT) for the upcoming
spectrum auctions, work on
the second set of reforms is
going on in parallel. Some of
these reforms may be an-
nounced by the July-August
timeframe.

The reforms span multi-
ple areas including licenc-

ing, wireless WPC, satellite
telephony, and other areas.
A DoT committee headed by
Member Technology is de-
liberating on the licencing
terms and conditions re-
forms, and is expected to
submit its report by the
month end, following which
Department of Telecom will
assess which measures in-
volve reference to Telecom
Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI) and those
which can be taken forward
by the Department directly,
the official said.

The panel, which has
been formed, is looking at
various aspects of licence
reforms including licencing
terms and conditions, to
make things simpler and
easier for the licensee.

The idea overall is to en-

sure a simpler regime with
ease of doing business,
lower compliance burden,
as also reduction of certain
unnecessary charges, and
delayering of costs, said the
official privy to the develop-
ments. The second area is
WPC (Wireless Planning
and Coordination) reforms,
which is again a procedural
reform, aimed at making
things simpler, cutting
down the number of
processes, removing some
unnecessary fees, eliminat-
ing some approvals which
are required.

"That also is in the final
stages," the official said,
adding that 'saral sanchar'
portal will be revamped
next month to incorporate
and reflect the new features
and changes.

DoT’s committee on licencing reforms
to submit report by month-end

Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari:
Creators are always

in doubt, need
voice of reason

F
or filmmaker Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari,
it's very important for a creator to
have a voice of reason while making a

content piece because by nature creators
are always battling self-doubt a little
more than often.

The rationale comes from a business
mind, in her opinion.

The filmmaker, who has made films
like 'Nil Battey Sannata', 'Bareilly Ki
Barfi' and 'Panga' in the past, is gear-
ing up for the release of her web series
'Faadu', which stars Pavail Gulati and
Saiyami Kher.

Speaking at the sidelines of a
media event to celebrate the second
anniversary of the OTT platform
SonyLIV, Ashwiny said, "Creators
are always in doubt about their
work. That's the reason we need a
business mind to give a certain ob-
jectivity and to streamline the con-
tent."

However, she is quick to admit
that if there's a danger of artistic
indulgence then there's also a dan-
ger of content losing out on its
essence because of makers' overtly com-
mercial approach.

She said, "Having said that, there has
to be a balance. Storytellers should not
find themselves crumbling under the
pressure of business. The key is to strike
the perfect balance and to create a win-
win situation for every stakeholder so
that the outcome is truly satisfying."

&TV artists reveal
their reasons for
practicing Yoga
Indian sages have regarded Yoga as one of the most

effective methods of establishing a connection
between the body and mind since time immemorial.
Every year on June 21st, International Yoga Day is
celebrated to highlight its value and how it gives
solace to the human body. On this Yoga Day, &TV
artists Mouli Ganguly (Mahasati Anusuya),
Siddharth Arora (Mahadev) of Baal Shiv,
Farhana Fatema (Shanti Mishra) of Aur Bhai
Kya Chal Raha Hai?, Himani Shivpuri (Katori
Amma) of Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, Vidisha
Srivastava (Anita Bhabi), and Aasif Sheikh
(Vibhuti Mishra) of Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
reveal why they practice Yoga and how it
helps them mentally, spiritually, and phys-
ically. Mouli Ganguly, Mahasati Anusuya
in &TV’s Baal Shiv, shares, “Yoga is a
retreat for me amid my stressful life. Lack
of exercise, inconsistent sleeping pat-
terns, and bad eating habits are impor-
tant concerns for actors because
they severely impact their physi-
cal and mental health. So, my
main motivation for yoga
daily is to stay on track and
maintain my physical fit-
ness. As a regular yoga
practitioner, I believe
that Yoga and
pranayama are
among the old-
est and most
tried and
true meth-
ods for
reaching
my goals. 

ACROSS

1. Farm measure

5. ____ preview

10. Strike

14. Horn sound

15. Green sauce

16. Hue

17. Mascara spot

18. Role player

19. Complexion woe

20. Ridiculous

22. Not one or the other

24. Pub mug

25. Clip

27. Shut

29. Road curves

34. ____ a boy!

37. Glossy paint

40. Southern veggie

41. Bagel warmer

43. Legislative meeting

45. Rocker ____ Clapton

46. Method

48. Opposite of NNW

49. Newspapers and TV, e.g.

51. Tuckered out

53. Nighttime vision

56. Church walkway

60. Window above a door

64. President ____ Lincoln

66. Unaccompanied

67. Sharp

69. Standard

70. Proceed slowly

71. Adjust again

72. Jealousy

73. Looks at

74. Plant beginnings

75. Oceans

DOWN

1. Map book

2. ____ Guard

3. Comic ____ O'Donnell

4. Cultural

5. Stretch across

6. Essential

7. Superlative ending

8. Repent

9. "M*A*S*H" locale

10. RBI, e.g.

11. ____ Ness

12. "The Diary of ____ Frank"

13. Look narrowly

21. Small bay

23. Intense rage

26. Dress edge

28. Small bills

30. Distress call

31. Enjoys the slopes
32. Greek god of love
33. Of sound mind
34. List entry
35. Shredded
36. Uttered
38. Approximated
39. Malicious look
42. Chem., e.g.
44. Greasy streak
47. RR depot
50. Paid notices
52. Keaton and Sawyer
54. Jungle sounds
55. Host
57. Glistened
58. Immature insect
59. Television awards
60. Recipe units (abbr.)
61. Actor's desire
62. Lotion ingredient
63. Head gestures
65. Wagers
68. Manipulate

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, MONDAY,  JUNE  20,  2022

Other responsibilities could force you to
postpone work on personal projects that
mean a lot to you. This could be frustrat-
ing, Aquarius, and you're likely to want to
sequester yourself with whatever you
need to do and throw yourself into getting
the problem resolved as soon as possible.
You'll be able to do this as long as you
don't let frustrations get the best of you. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Stress from overwork could have you
feeling weaker than usual. You might be
tempted to stay at home, get some rest,
and recoup your energies. Do this if you
can, Pisces. Otherwise, you may not be
able to give your project the concentra-
tion it needs, and therefore may not
accomplish as much as you think you
should. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You might feel a little gloomy today, Aries,
and perhaps have no idea why. It might be a
good idea to retrace your steps for the past
day or so. Look within to find out if anything
you may have seen could have awakened
unconscious memories from the past. What a
relief if this is the case. Release the traumas
from the past and you'll feel like a heavy
weight has come off your shoulders.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

One of your closest friends could be in a rot-
ten mood today, Taurus. This person might be
short with everyone and not inclined to com-
municate why. This could be due more to per-
sonal problems and little, if anything, to do
with you or anyone else. You'll probably
decide to leave him or her alone to work
things out and get on with your own business.
This is the wisest course of action.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A project that you're rather excited
about could require some intense soli-
tary work today, Gemini. You might
sometimes feel as if the walls are
closing in on you, but you need to con-
centrate in order to get the best pos-
sible results. You'll also need to take
occasional breaks to clear your head. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Today you might spend a lot of time run-
ning errands, Cancer. You could run into
friends or neighbors, but you probably
won't feel like stopping to talk with them.
You're apt to be working on something
important that you'll want to get back to
as soon as possible. Traffic or other
delays could get in your way, however.
Don't make yourself crazy. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A troubled night with little sleep could
have you feeling out of sorts and not like
doing much socializing today. If you can,
Leo, work on projects at home alone
where you can stop and take a nap if you
want. Your concentration may not be
what it usually is, but if you isolate your-
self from distractions, you should be
happy with what you accomplish. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Perhaps you were able to see friends or
neighbors a day or so ago, Virgo, but
today you don't feel like socializing.
Nerve strain and other stresses might
leave you more in the mood to be
alone. However, since your friends
could be connected with your business,
you won't want to shut them out. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You probably aren't going to feel very
social today, Libra. In fact, you're likely to
want to work on projects and tasks alone if
you can. This might be good for you, since
you probably need to concentrate without
being distracted. Still, you should get out
among others at some point during the
day. You might want to be alone, but you'll
still need to feel that you belong.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The need to concentrate may necessitate
that you isolate yourself in order to fully
focus on the task at hand, Scorpio. This is
fortunate, because you'll probably accom-
plish a lot more than you would otherwise
and be satisfied with what you've done.
Those in authority should be pleased with
you, too. Take care not to nibble while you
work, though. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Research on a subject related to a project
could have you heading to a place where you
can read without being constantly distract-
ed, Sagittarius. Your concentration is high
and you're likely to accomplish a lot in this
regard. Although you might not find the
material as interesting as you'd hoped, the
quality of the work you produce is going to
get the attention of people in authority. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today you might spend a lot of time running
errands, Capricorn. You could run into
friends or neighbors, but you probably
won't feel like stopping to talk with them.
You're apt to be working on something
important that you'll want to get back to as
soon as possible. Traffic or other delays
could get in your way, however. Don't make
yourself crazy. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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V
eteran actor Anil
Kapoor who is play-
ing a pivotal part in

the upcoming film 'JugJug
Jeyoo' explains how these
days characters of middle-
aged men are more inter-
estingly written and the
fact that every actor should
keep rediscovering himself
beyond age.

In the upcoming film,
Anil is playing the on-
screen father of Varun
Dhawan and the husband
of Neetu Kapoor. His char-
acter Bheem Sukhnani is a
man in his early 50s frus-
trated in his marriage, hav-
ing an affair with another
woman and struggling to
divorce his wife while he
gets to know that his son is
also planning to divorce his
wife. According to the actor,
it is only on the surface that
the audience gets to know
more about Bheem once
the film releases.

Anil shared why these
days with films like 'Dil
Dhadakne Do', 'Malang',
'AK vs AK', 'Thar' - he start-
ed enjoying playing his age
on-screen. Anil said: "I
think there are three fac-
tors working for me here.
Firstly, this is another
phase in my career where I
am constantly learning,
nurturing my curious

mind to grow as an actor
and also collaborating with
new directors and writers
who are offering me some-
thing that is challenging
me the most."

He went on adding,
"These new kids are very
bold with their thinking
and they have clarity of
thoughts in writing. They
just look at me as an actor
and extract my perform-
ance. My latest release
'Thar' was also the result of
that. These days, middle-
aged characters are more
nuancedly written; I am en-
joying it, to play my age."

Highlighting how some
Hollywood personalities re-
define themselves with age,
Anil mentioned that more
than 'looking young' it's im-
portant to 'look interesting'.

"There is Steve Martin,
Jack Nicholson, Tom
Hanks and also Tom
Cruise. People are writing
characters for them, and
they are delivering to the
audience. You see, you have
to sustain that likability
and the magic alive where
even after working for
decades when you come on-
screen, you have to offer
something that the audi-
ence hasn't seen you before.
I do not have to play a young
man anymore," said Anil.

Anil Kapoor:
Characters of 

middle-aged men are
more nuanced now

Aakanksha Singh goes gangsta:
‘Rangbaaz’ has been an 

interesting journey

A
akanksha Singh who
was last seen in the
Amitabh Bachchan

Ajay Devgn starrer
'Runway 34' is busy shoot-
ing for the new season of
the upcoming web series

'Rangbaaz 3'. The story and her
character is inspired by Hena

Shahab, the wife of gangster-turned-
politician Mohammad
Shahabuddin, and the actress went
through extensive preparation for
her role. Confirming the same,

Aakanksha said, "Since I play a politi-
cian's character in the web series, I had to
do extensive research by reading every-
thing. I also watched a few interviews,
documentaries and videos available every
day for four to five hours before I started
shooting for the show." "The idea was not
just to look like my character but also im-
bibe the character traits to make it look
authentic on screen. Overall, working on
'Rangbaaz' has been an interesting jour-
ney," she added. The upcoming season will
also be featuring actors like Vineet Kumar
Singh, Rajesh Tilang in pivotal roles.

S
tar Bharat's much-await-
ed show 'Swayamvar-
Mika Di Vohti' pre-

miered recently and it is
all anyone can talk
about. Television star
Divyanka Tripathi
Dahiya will soon be seen
in the show 'Swayamvar
- Mika Di Vohti'. Her in-
teractions with the bride-
to-be contestants are going
to be something to look for-
ward to.

Actress Divyanka Tripathi,
who has won the hearts of the au-

dience with her tremendous per-
formance, has now become a
well-known face of the TV in-
dustry. She will be making an
appearance on Mika Singh's

'Swayamvar - Mika Di Vohti’,
as a show of support.

Divyanka Tripathi
Dahiya on 'Swayamvar -
Mika Di Vohti’, “I am
very happy to be a part
of the show
‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’! Because the con-
cept of Swayamvar is

very exciting in itself
and who doesn’t love wed-

dings? I am here in search of
Mika Singh's 'Vohti' and help

him make a wise decision." The
show 'Swayamvar - Mika Di Vohti'
has premiered recently. It will be in-
teresting for the viewers to witness
the interactions between Divyanka
Tripathi Dahiya, Mika Singh and the
contestants.

Divyanka to appear in
‘Swayamvar-Mika Di Vohti’
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Rotterdam, Jun 19 (PTI):

A valiant Indian
women's hockey team
squandered a one-goal
lead to lose 2-3 to Olympic
silver medallist Argentina
in the second match of the
double-leg FIH Pro League
tie here on Sunday.

Argentina won the FIH
Pro League crown, finish-
ing with 42 points from 16
games, 10 clear of second
placed Netherlands, who
still have two games re-
maining. The Indians con-
tinued to occupy the third
position in the standings
in their debut season with
24 points from 12 games.

In the first match on
Saturday, the Indians had
dished out a spirited per-
formance to stun
Argentina 2-1 in the shoot-
out after a 3-3 stalemate in
regulation time.

Their confidence on a
high after the terrific win
a day before, India contin-
ued in the same vein and
put pressure on the
Argentine defence early
on. Not just in attack, the
Indians produced a bril-
liant show in the backline
too, at least in the opening
two quarters with the
Savita Punia-led defence
thwarting a number of
Argentina attacks.

The two teams fought
tooth and nail in the first
quarter but failed to break
the deadlock.

It was India who broke
the stalemate in the 23rd
minute, scoring through a

counter-attack with
Salima Tete showing her
rapid speed by cutting
through the Argentine de-
fence before taking a shot
that deflected in off oppo-
sition goalkeeper Belen
Succi's stick.

Three minutes later,
Indian custodian Savita
made a fine save to keep
her side's lead intact. A
cross from the left found
Julieta Jankunas in space
and she tried to tap the
ball in, but Savita changed
directions quickly to make
a terrific save. Thereafter,
Argentina had three shots

on goal but failed to get
past Savita.

After the change of
ends, Argentina came out
attacking and controlled
the game for a major part
of the third quarter.

The Indians struggled to
match the pace of the
Argentina players and
play was mostly centred
inside the Indian half.

In the 37th minute,
Savita once again came to
her side's rescue by deny-
ing Jankunas from close
range. But Argentina were
not to be denied a minute
later when Delfine Thome

did enough to loop the ball
over a stretched Savita
after she was set up by
Sofia Toccalino's brilliant
run from the right flank.

India soon secured a
penalty corner but Udita
wasted the chance.

Argentina then scored
twice in a span of three
minutes from two penalty
corners to take a 3-1 lead.

Eugenia Trinchinetti
first scored from a fantas-
tic variation in the 41st
minute and then, two min-
utes later, last match's hat-
trick scorer, Agustina
Gorzelany, sounded the

board from another set
piece. But India were no
mood to give up without a
fight as three minutes
later, Deep Grace Ekka
scored from a penalty cor-
ner with a fierce slap shot
to reduce the margin to 2-3.

The Indians played their
hearts out till the final
hooter and in the 55th
minute, Vandana Katariya
came close to restoring
parity from a counter-at-
tack but her reverse hit
was saved by Succi.

The Indians will next
play USA on June 21 and
22.

Indian women lose 2-3 to
Argentina in FIH Pro League

Fraser-Pryce equals
world-leading time to

win 100 in Paris
Paris, Jun 19 (AP):

Three-time Olympic gold medallist Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce equaled her world-leading time of the
year in winning the 100 meters in 10.67 seconds at the
Diamond League meet in Paris.

She was unchallenged at Stade Charlety on Saturday
as she matched her time at the Kip Keino Classic
in Kenya last month. She also beat Jamaican
countrywoman and two-time reigning
Olympic champion Elaine Thompson-Herah's
meet record of 10.72, set last year.

The 35-year-old Fraser-Pryce will go for a
10th world championship gold medal in
Eugene, Oregon, next month.

Winfred Yavi of Bahrain triumphed in the
women's 3,000 steeplechase in a world-lead-
ing and personal best time of 8:56.55.

Olympic bronze medallist Yaroslava
Mahuchikh also set a world-leading
mark for 2022 in the women's high
jump at 2.01 meters as she led a 1-2-3
for Ukraine with Iryna
Gerashchenko and Yuliya Levchenko.

South African sprinter Luxolo
Adams won the men's 200 commandingly in 19.82.
Alexander Ogando of the Dominican Republic
was second in 20.03.

American Devon Allen won the men's 110 hurdles
in 13.16, and Nigerian Tobi Amusan clinched the
women's 100 hurdles in 12.41 ahead of Bahamian
Devynne Charlton.

Frenchman Benjamin Robert pleased the crowd
with a late surge to overtake Australian Peter Bol
and win the men's 800 in 1:43.75, while Ethiopian
Selemon Barega cruised to victory in the men's
5,000 in 12:56.19.

Olympic champions Steven Gardiner and
Shaunae Miller-Uibo of the Bahamas won the
men's and women's 400, in 44.21 and 50.10, re-
spectively. Also, Olympic champion Valarie
Allman won the women's discus with a meet
record of 68.68 meters to beat the previous mark set by
rival Sandra Perkovic of Croatia. Perkovic was second
with a throw of 68.19. Sweden hosts the next Diamond
League meet in Stockholm on June 30.

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Legendary long jumper
Anju Bobby George on
Saturday said India has
the talent to win more
Olympic medals in athlet-
ics after superstar javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra
opened the country's ac-
count by winning a his-
toric gold in the Tokyo
Games.

Anju, the lone World
Athletics Championships
medallist Indian with her
bronze in 2003, said the
athletes need proper guid-
ance to achieve success.

"Indian athletes are
good in technical events in
Olympics but are yet to
reach that level to win
medals in sprinting and
long distance running,"
she said

"We can win more
Olympic medals in athlet-
ics. We need good coaches
and facilities at grassroots.
Through Khelo India
Games, we are putting in
effort but it will take time,"

Anju said at the TV9 'What
India Thinks Today'
Global Summit.

"Slowly, we will see the
changes. Things are mov-
ing in a positive direction,"
she added.

Chief badminton coach
of the Indian badminton
team Pullela Gopichand
said India can fight for
gold medals in all cate-
gories in the coming 4-8
years.

"To achieve that strong
planning and execution
and a scientific approach
are needed," he said.

"In the last eight years,
Indian sports have grown
a lot. Structures laid down
by the government have
started to show results.
But still a long way to go.

"We have to identify tal-
ented players. Consistent
scientific training with in-
ternational exposure
should be provided to
them. The first step to-
wards it is to identify play-
ers keeping in mind their
physicality and talent,"
Gopichand said.

Former India football
captain Bhaichung Bhutia
said the country should
target individual sports
like China has done to win
more medals.

He said India realistical-
ly should target 14 medals
in the 2024 Olympics but
winning 50 should be a
long-term plan.

"Shooting is the biggest
medal prospect at the
Olympics. Badminton,
wrestling and archery are
also huge prospects," he
said.

Bengaluru, Jun 19 (PTI):

India women's cricket
team head coach Ramesh
Powar stressed on the need
to build a strong squad
that can play in all condi-
tions in their pursuit of
winning an elusive World
Cup title.

The Indian women came
close to winning a world
title twice -- 2017 ODI World
Cup in England and Wales
and 2020 Twenty20 World
Cup in Australia, only to
finish second best on both
occasion to the host na-
tions.

"We are trying to work
on our fielding, fitness and
take our players to the next
level, so that is the immedi-
ate goal what we are trying
to achieve.

"Yes, moving forward
you want to win World
Cups, but it is important
you build a squad which
can compete in every con-
dition and against every
opponent . So this is what
we are working on," Powar

said at the pre-departure
press conference ahead of
the team's tour of Sri
Lanka.

"We are looking at con-
sistency, we are looking at
winning habit and for that
I think we all came togeth-
er as captain, coach, vice-
captain and we already
have spoken with the
BCCI. We have spoken
with VVS Laxman, the
head of cricket and there
has been few things going
on," the former India off-
spinner added. India will
be taking part in the up-

coming Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham
where women's cricket
will feature in T20 format.

And Powar said per-
formances in the upcom-
ing tour of Sri Lanka will
be taken into considera-
tion while selecting the
team for the multi-sport
event. "We will freeze
down to a combination of
eleven which will take part
in the Commonwealth
(Games), so we are confi-
dent of walking into the
tournament and players
will be confident that they
are going to play the first
game," said.

The coach also informed
that all-rounder Sneh Rana
was rested from the up-
coming tour to manage her
workload.

"Sneh has been rested
for this series and she is in
the NCA working on her
fitness. Moving forward,
the FTP that we have, there
are about 20-25 T20 games
and we want our players
fresh for all the series.

Powar stresses on building all-condition
team to win elusive world title

India has talent to win more Olympic
medals in athletics: Anju Bobby George

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Promising Indian player
Anahat Singh won the gold
medal in the girls Under-15
category at the Asian Juniors
Squash Championships in
Pattaya, Thailand.
The tournament, which start-
ed in the picturesque beach
town on Wednesday, conclud-
ed on Sunday.
The 14-year-old Anahat
defeated Kwong Ena of Hong
Kong 3-0 in the final to claim

the top prize. She reached the
finals without dropping a sin-
gle game in the tournament.
Anahat had defeated
Malaysian top seed Whitney
Isabelle Wilson 3-0 in the
semi-finals.
So far, Anahat has won 46
national circuit titles, two
national championships and
eight international titles.
She is the only Indian girl to
win the US Junior Open in any
category and the British Junior
Open.

India’s Anahat Singh wins
Asian Junior Squash title

in U-15 category

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Olympic champion Neeraj
Chopra clinched his first top
podium finish of the season by
winning the javelin throw
event at the Kuortane Games
in Finland, beating reigning
world champion Anderson
Peters of Grenada for the sec-
ond time in four days, on
Saturday.
The 24-year-old Chopra's
opening throw of 86.69m
turned out to be the winning
distance. Trinidad and
Tobago's 2012 Olympics cham-
pion Keshorn Walcott was sec-

ond with a first round throw of
86.64m. Peters was third with
a best throw of
84.75m, which also came in
the opening round.
Chopra's second and third
attempts were fouls and he did
only three throws. That meant
Chopra had single legal throw
and he won the competition
with it. His throw was not as
big as the 89.30m effort while
finishing second in the Paavo
Nurmi Games in Turku, Finland,
in a star-studded field but the
win will surely boost his confi-
dence ahead of the Stockholm
Diamond League on June 30.

Neeraj Chopra wins
at Kuortane Games

Colombo, Jun 19 (PTI):

The Harmanpreet Kaur-
led Indian women's cricket
team arrived here on
Sunday for its limited-over
tour of Sri Lanka, begin-
ning on June 23.

Without senior players
like Mithali Raj, who has
announced her retire-
ment, and veteran pacer

Jhulan Goswami, a young
Indian team will play
three ODIs and as many
T20 Internationals at
Pallekele and Dambulla re-
spectively.

The Sri Lanka Cricket
(SLC) welcomed the visit-
ing team, coached by
Ramesh Powar, on its ar-
rival and also posted pic-
tures and visuals on its so-

cial media handles.
Prior to its departure,

the Indian team under-
went a camp at the
National Cricket Academy
in Bengaluru and also in-
teracted with NCA head
VVS Laxman.

According to
Harmanpreet, the tour
was a great opportunity to
build the team.

Indian women’s cricket team arrives
in Sri Lanka for limited-overs tour

Members of the Indian women's cricket team arrive in Colombo.

London, Jun 19:

Italy's Matteo Berrettini
reached his fourth consec-
utive grasscourt final as he
overpowered unseeded
Dutchman Botic van de
Zandschulp at the Queen's
Club Championship on
Saturday.

Friday's sizzling heat
had disappeared at the his-
toric London venue, but de-
fending champion
Berrettini maintained his
hot streak on the grass to
win 6-4, 6-3. The second
seed will be a big favourite
in Sunday's final against
Serbia's Filip Krajinovic,
who took advantage of a
poor display by twice for-
mer winner Marin Cilic.

Krajinovic, who had
never won a grasscourt
match prior to this week,
won 6-3, 6-3 against the sev-
enth-seeded Croatian.

Berrettini was briefly
held up in the second set by
a short rain delay but he re-
turned to break serve and

cruised to victory, ending
the contest with a neat
drop volley.

World number 10
Berrettini, who reached
the Wimbledon final last
year, has now won 19 of his

last 20 matches on grass.
His only loss in that spell

was against Novak
Djokovic in the Wimbledon
final a year ago.

The 26-year-old was once
again rock solid on his
serve, dropping only four
points on his first delivery.

Berrettini broke serve in
a marathon sixth game and
moved 5-2 ahead only to
drop his own when serving
for the set. He responded in
style though, breaking
again to pocket the opener.

Van de Zandschulp
never looked like turning it
around as Berrettini re-
mained clinical in the sec-
ond set. Krajinovic, 30, con-
tinued to surprise himself
as he took apart Cilic
whose usually strong serve
malfunctioned.

"I don't like playing on
grass, normally I skip the
grasscourt events, then
turn up and lose in the
Wimbledon first round.
But maybe I'm starting to
like it," he said on court.

Berrettini powers into Queen’s
final, will face Krajinovic
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Sikh devotees perform during a religious procession on the occasion of 400th
Prakash Parv of Guru Teg Bahadur, in Shimla, Sunday.

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION

An artist prepares an idol of Goddess Durga, at Kumortuli in Kolkata, Sunday. 

ARTIST AT WORK
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Lucknow, Jun 19 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party (SP)
National president
Akhilesh Yadav on Sunday
alleged that all BJP lead-
ers including the Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
begin and end their talk
with a lie.

Yadav’s statement came
after Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
addressed a rally in
Azamgarh, where he al-
leged that Yadav betrayed
people of Azamgarh and
obstructed its develop-
ment and supported crimi-
nals. The CM also spoke
about foundation laying
and later inauguration of
Purvanchal expressway
for the people of
Azamgarh.

Yadav, in his turn,
claimed credit for con-
struction of Agra-
Lucknow Expressway, and

another project to connect
Azamgarh with the state
and national capital.

“It is well known that
the Samajwadi Party gov-
ernment has constructed
the Agra-Lucknow
Expressway and in its se-
quel, Azamgarh will be re-
placed by the state capital
Lucknow and had laid the
foundation of the
Samajwadi Purvanchal
Expressway to connect
Azamgarh with Lucknow
and New Delhi.” Yadav
said in a statement issued

here. Yadav claimed that
land acquisition for the ex-
pressway was done under
the SP rule and alignment
was decided, but BJP
stopped its work and
changed the name.

“Samajwadis (socialists)
always worked for the de-
velopment of Azamgarh
and entire Purvanchal
(East UP) region,” he said.

“BJP always ignored
Azamgarh and defamed it.
The BJP is still betraying
people. Its leaders includ-
ing UP CM start and end
their talks with a lie,” he
said, adding that people of
Azamgarh have always re-
jected BJP’s communal-
ism and anti-development
approach.

Yadav said that the en-
tire state and country is
suffering because of the
anti-people and wrong
policies of the BJP govern-
ment.

BJP party of liars:
Akhilesh Yadav

JNU assistant 
professor abducted,

assaulted after traffic
altercation

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunnee  1199  ((  PPTTII)):: An
Assistant Professor of
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) was abducted by a group
of people for several hours and
was subjected to physical
assault, threats and extortion
following a traffic altercation,
the university’s teachers body
alleged on Sunday.

Sharad Baviskar filed a
police complaint on June 18,
JNU Teachers Association
(JNUTA) said and demanded
swift action against the cul-
prits. However, no immediate
reaction was available from the
police. In a statement on
Saturday, the JNUTA alleged
that the professor was subject-
ed to a “protracted violent
assault” on the night of 17-18
June 2022. The incident
allegedly stemmed from a road
traffic dispute.

“Prof Baviskar (who was
travelling alone in his car) was
forcibly abducted by a group of
miscreants when he suggested
that the dispute be taken to the
police station,” the statement
alleged.

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

One month since the
Congress drafted a plan
for revamp at the Udaipur
Chintan Shivir, the party
has begun to walk the talk,
though the task of elec-
toral revival remains te-
dious and challenging.

The latest appointment
of veteran Jairam Ramesh
as general secretary in-
charge of communica-
tions with publicity, social
and digital media under
him and firebrand Pawan
Khera as media chief has
set the ball rolling for a
new outreach wing that
will show the way to re-
connect with the masses,
according to party leaders.

Strengthening the
party’s communication
strategy to improve public
engagement is foremost on
the Congress agenda after
Rahul Gandhi had
stressed that they “have to
go back to the people” at
the Udaipur meeting.

Senior Congress leader
Ajay Maken says the mes-
sage of the three-day
brainstorming and the de-
cisions taken there have
reached the grassroots
and state units have al-
ready been instructed to
enforce the new pledges.

“These decisions in-
clude ensuring 50 percent
representation to workers
who are under 50 at state,
district and block levels in
the Congress and setting
up of new mandal commit-
tees to have more feet on
the ground,” Maken said.

Senior Congress leaders
add that the party has al-
ready embarked on the
new path of revival and

changes will be visible
over the coming months
once the recently consti-
tuted Task Force for 2024
Lok Sabha polls reworks
its strategy.

Party functionaries
holding positions for over
five years will gradually
be replaced and ‘one per-
son, one post’ formula, as
agreed on in Udaipur, will
be enforced, says AICC
general secretary Maken,
who had read out the
Chintan Shivir pledges.

The replacement of
Randeep Surjewala as in
charge of communica-
tions by Ramesh is the
first major signal of reliev-
ing leaders from multiple
posts.

Surjewala held the post
for seven years and contin-
ued as media chief even
after being appointed
AICC general secretary
Karnataka in 2020.

“We have started em-
barking on the path laid
down by the Udaipur dec-
laration. The outcome of
the brainstorming session
and tangible differences
will be seen in the party
and its functioning soon,”
said Maken.

On the expansion of the
Communications depart-
ment, insiders said all
state units have been
brought under its wings
now to ensure better coor-
dination and uniform mes-
saging. The communica-
tions wing is also set to
have dedicated units on re-
search and data analytics,
sources say, adding that
the promised election
management and public
insight departments were
in the works too.

One month since Chintan:
Cong takes first steps to

revival, steep road ahead

Patna, Jun 19 (PTI): 

Election strategist
Prashant Kishor on
Sunday slammed the
Bihar’s ruling allies JD(U)
and BJP for “fighting” with
each other over violent
protests by job aspirants
for the armed forces
against the Centre’s newly
introduced ‘Agnipath’
scheme. He supported a
non-violent demonstration
against the short-term con-
tractual recruitment pro-
gramme in the defence
services. “There should be
movement on the Agnipath
scheme, not violence and
vandalism. “The people of
Bihar are bearing the
brunt of the tussle between

the JD(U) and the BJP.
Bihar is burning and lead-
ers of both the parties are
busy fighting with each
other on the issue of
protests against Agnipath,
instead of solving the mat-
ter,” Kishor wrote on
Twitter in Hindi. His com-
ment came a day after a
fresh war of words be-
tween the JD(U) and the
BJP started over the vio-
lent protests by job seekers
in the state. The BJP held

the Nitish Kumar govern-
ment responsible for its
“inability to stop attacks”
on the residences of saf-
fron party leaders. Bihar
BJP chief Sanjay Jaiswal
had on Saturday criticised
the state government, al-
leging that its effort was
“inadequate” to stop the vi-
olent protests in the state.
The houses of Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister
Renu Devi and Jaiswal and
several offices of their
party were vandalised by
the protesters on Friday.
Reacting to Jaiswal’s com-
ment, JD(U)’s national
chief Rajiv Ranjan alias
Lalan Singh, said, The cen-
tral government took a de-
cision.

Kishor slams ‘fighting’ 
JD(U)-BJP over Agnipath protests

Bengaluru, Jun 19 (PTI): 

A special court dealing
exclusively with criminal
cases related to legislators
has granted bail to former
Karnataka chief minister
B S Yediyurappa in a cor-
ruption case.

Judge B Jayantha
Kumar granted the bail on
Saturday after the advo-
cate for the complainant in
the objections that were
filed had stated that they
did not oppose the granti-
ng of bail to the senior
BJP leader.

The complainant’s advo-
cate K V Dhananjay, how-
ever, contended in the sub-
mission that they object
only to some of the
grounds assigned by the
accused that was claimed
to be irrelevant and im-
proper. The objections said
the bail application of
Yediyurappa refers to the
case against Congress
leader R V Deshpande and
other accused against
whom the original com-

plaint was filed. But now
the case is only against the
BJP leader and reference
to the others was improp-
er. “In his bail application,
the accused B S
Yediyurapppa, has further
denied the commission of
offence for which he has
been summoned and has
also offered justification
for his actions that are
subject of this criminal
proceedings. The accused
has further insinuated im-
proper motive to this com-
plainant,” the objections
stated. “In a proceeding of
this nature, it would be un-
necessary, improper and
unproductive for this com-
plainant to deal with such

contentions except to deny
it,” the objections further
stated. However, the bail
was granted to
Yediyurappa and the hear-
ing adjourned to July 16.

The special court had
summoned the 79-year-old
leader in a private com-
plaint filed by one
Vasudeva Reddy in 2013.

The Lokayaukta police
had filed a B Report in the
case citing lack of evi-
dence, but the special
court had rejected it.

The complaint alleges
that Yediyurappa as the
then deputy chief minis-
ter in 2006 illegally denoti-
fied 15 acres and 30 guntas
land in Bengaluru’s
Bellandur and
Devarabeesanahalli that
was acquired for an IT
park.

R V Deshpande, the for-
mer industries minister,
was the main accused in
the original complaint but
the Karnataka High Court
had quashed the case
against him in 2015.

CORRUPTION CASE

Former K’taka CM Yediyurappa granted bail 

JJaammmmuu,,  JJuunn  1199  ((PPTTII))::  

Nearly three weeks after the
demise of its founder Bhim
Singh, the Jammu and Kashmir
National Panthers Party
(JKNPP) Sunday announced
prominent lawyer and senior
leader Vilakshan Singh as its
new president.

The announcement was
made after a meeting of the
party leaders and members of
the working committee chaired
by Bhim Singh’s wife and
founder member Jay Mala at
the party headquarters here, a
party release said. It said the
name of Vilakshan Singh was

proposed by Mala herself and
was unanimously supported by
the party leadership.

“All the existing committees
were dissolved and the new
president was authorised to
constitute the JKNPP team
afresh in consultation with the
party leadership,” the release
said. Addressing the meeting,
Singh said he would act as an
“interim President” till the
post was filled up by regular
election to be held on the foun-
dation day of the party on
March 23 next year.The 81-
year-old Bhim Singh passed
away here on May 31 after
being unwell for about a
month.

In April-May, prominent
leaders of JKNPP including for-
mer minister Harsh Dev Singh
and legislators Balwant Singh
Mankotia and Yash Paul
Kundal along with a large
number of party colleagues
joined the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP).

Prominent lawyer
named new JKNPP prez

Vilakshan Singh

 Weeks after Bhim
Singh’s demise Guwahati, Jun 19 (PTI):

The Centre’s statement
made earlier this month
that no proposal has yet
been received for a green-
field airport in Assam’s
Cachar district, despite
large-scale land acquisition
by the state government for
a second airport in the
Barak valley, has sparked
off a political controversy.
However, the fact remains
that the Airports Authority
of India (AAI) way back in
2019 had sought land for the
construction of the pro-
posed facility, and even con-
ducted a pre-feasibility
study in 2020 for the same,
documents reveal. Analysis
of a set of documents, such
as minutes of meetings,
survey reports, and letters
exchanged between the
Assam government and
AAI —all of which is avail-
able with PTI — clearly
show that the state is ac-
quiring 2,500 bighas (826.45
acres) of land in Cachar

district on the request of
the central PSU. In a reply
to queries by TMC Rajya
Sabha MP Sushmita Dev, if
sanction had been granted,
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia men-
tioned in a letter dated June
8, “no proposal as per GFA
Policy, 2008 to construct a
Greenfield airport in
Cachar District of Assam
has been received”.

“However, if any such
proposal from any Airport
Developer or the State
Government is received,
the same would be consid-
ered as per the Greenfield
airports Policy, 2008.”
During a meeting between
the then Transport
Department Principal
Secretary Biswa Ranjan
Samal and AAI Regional
Executive Director (RED) D
K Kamra on April 6, 2019,
the PSU sought 116.5 acres
of additional land to ex-
pand the existing airport at
Kumbhirgram in Silchar.

Political controversy erupts
over greenfield airport

In Assam’s Barak Valley

HC RULING

‘No illegality in
Bengal govt’s Duare

Ration scheme’
Kolkata, Jun 19 (PTI):The
Calcutta High Court has
held that there is no illegali-
ty in the West Bengal Duare
Ration scheme, under
which the Mamata
Banerjee government deliv-
ers foodgrains through the
public distribution system
at the doorsteps of benefici-
aries. Passing judgement
on a plea challenging the
state government’s Duare
Ration scheme, Justice
Krishna Rao noted that on
an earlier occasion, too, fair
price shop dealers had filed
petitions on similar issue,
but the high court, even
then, did not interfere with
the Duare Ration Scheme.
Justice Rao, in the judge-
ment passed on June 16, ob-
served that as per provi-
sions of the National Food
Security Act (NFSA), 2013,
it is the obligation of the
state government to ensure
actual delivery or supply of
the foodgrains to the enti-
tled persons at prices speci-
fied.



Watery grave
KKaannppuurr:: A IIT-Kanpur stu-
dent died after drowning
in river Ganga here on
Sunday morning, police
said. The deceased was
identified as Chanchal
Kumar Meena, a native of
Jhunjhunu Rajasthan.
Assistant Commissioner
for Police Kernalganj
Tirpurari Pandey said,
"Two students of IIT
Kanpur had drowned
while taking bath in river
Ganga. One of them was
saved, while the other
one drowned."

Lightning death
BBhhaavvnnaaggaarr:: Two members
of a family were killed
and one person was
injured in a lightning
strike in Moti Jagdhar vil-
lage in Gujarat's
Bhavnagar district on
Sunday amid rain and
thunder in many parts of
the state. Bhupati Mavji
(25) and his nephew Ravi
(10) were killed after
lightning struck them in
the afternoon when they
were returning after com-
pleting a job under the
MGNREGA scheme in
Moti Jagdhar village, a
Mahuva police station
official said.

CBI action
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The CBI on
Sunday conducted
searches at the premises
of noted businessman
Showkat Chaudhary in
Srinagar after registering
a case against him and
others in the alleged
Roshni Land allocation
scam, officials said. On
June 15, the CBI had reg-
istered a fresh case
against Chaudhary, and
retired IAS officers and
former Srinagar deputy
commissioners Mehboob
Iqbal and Sheikh Ejaz
Iqbal, they said.

New CJs
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: New chief jus-
tices were appointed to
six high courts on Sunday
including to the Delhi HC.
While five HC judges were
elevated as chief justices,
the chief justice of the
Telangana High Court,
Justice Satish Chandra
Sharma, was transferred
to the Delhi High Court in
the same capacity.

Boat capsize
DDiibbrruuggaarrhh:: At least four
persons were missing
after a boat capsized in
the Brahmaputra river in
Assam's Dibrugarh dis-
trict on Sunday, police
said. Nine people were
travelling in the country
boat, fitted with a motor,
when it capsized at
Rahmaria near Chabua,
they said. "Five persons
swam to the bank, while
four are still missing. We
have called the NDRF,
which is carrying out an
extensive search in the
entire area and down-
stream," Dibrugarh's
Additional
Superintendent of Police
Bitul Chetia told PTI.
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child on Fathers Day, in
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New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI): 

Ruling out the rollback of
the 'Agnipath' recruitment
scheme despite widespread
protests, the three services of
the military on Sunday came
out with a broad schedule of
enrolment under the new
policy and asserted that it
was aimed at bringing down
the age profile of the armed
forces.

Lt Gen Anil Puri, the addi-
tional secretary in the
Department of Military
Affairs, told a press confer-
ence that the supportive
measures announced in the
last few days for the
Agniveers were not because
of the protests and arson,
and the government was al-
ready working on them.

He said the youths who
were involved in arson and
violence while protesting the
scheme will not be able to
join the three services as a

police verification process
will be carried out before en-
rolling anyone.

"There is no space for in-
discipline in the armed
forces. There is no space for

arson and violence. All those
who want to become a part of
the armed forces under the
Agnipath scheme will have
to give a certificate that they
were not part of any arson,"
he said. To a question on
whether the government
was reviewing or rolling
back the scheme because of
the protests, Lt Gen Puri
said, "No, why should there
be a rollback?" The tri-servic-
es media briefing at the
Defence Ministry took place
hours after Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh held a meet-
ing with the chiefs of the
Army, Navy and the Air
Force on Sunday for the sec-
ond straight day.

Lt Gen Puri said the major
reform in the armed forces
to bring down their age pro-
file was introduced after
years of deliberations and
studying the recruitment
process and tenure of sol-
diers in several countries.

Balodabazar-Bhatapara, Jun 19:

Four persons, including two
government employees, were
arrested for allegedly trying to
hunt wild animals and a gun,
sharp-edged weapons and bul-
lets were recovered from them
in Balodabazar-Bhatapara dis-
trict, police said on Sunday.
Acting on a tip-off, a police
team intercepted them in
Piparchhedi protected forest
area under Kasdol police sta-
tion limits on Friday when they
were moving about in a car,
Balodabazar-Bhatapara Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Deepak Kumar Jha said.
"Those held were identified as
Shaeed Naqvi, who is posted
as supervisor in the mining
department, Mohammad
Wasim Khan (33) who is a for-
est guard, PWD civil contrac-
tor Anand Shrivastava (51)
and Nawaz Khan (51). All hail
from Raipur district," he said.
"When the vehicle was
searched, a telescope-mount-
ed .22 rifle, 24 live rounds, five

sharp-edged weapons and an
axe were recovered. Naqvi
possessed the license of the
gun but he did not have
authority to carry it in a
reserve forest area," the SSP
added.

New Delhi, June 19 (PTI):

The Ministry of
Education initiative to use
ICT under the "PM
eVidya" scheme during
the Covid pandemic has
won UNESCO's recogni-
tion, officials said on
Sunday.

The PM eVIDYA pro-
gramme was initiated as
part of the 'Atmanirbhar
Bharat Abhiyaan' by the
ministry in May 2020
which unifies all efforts
related to digital, online,
on-air education to enable
multi-mode access for im-
parting education by
using technology to min-
imise learning losses.

"The Central Institute of
Educational Technology

(CIET), a constituent unit
of the NCERT has been
awarded with the
UNESCO's King Hamad
Bin Isa Al-Khalifa Prize
for the use of ICT
(Information And
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Technology) in Education
for the year 2021," a senior
education ministry offi-
cial said.

"This award recognises
innovative approaches in
leveraging new technolo-
gies to expand educational
and lifelong learning op-
portunities for all, in line
with the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development
and its Goal 4 on
Education," the official
said.

Established in 2005 with
the support of the
Kingdom of Bahrain, the
prize rewards individuals
and organisations that are

implementing outstand-
ing projects and promot-
ing creative use of tech-
nologies to enhance learn-
ing, teaching and overall
educational performance
in the digital age.

An international jury
selects two best projects
annually. Each prizewin-
ner receives USD 25,000, a
medal and a diploma dur-
ing a ceremony at UN-
ESCO Headquarters in
Paris on June 24.

The ministry has a
mandate to deploy afford-
able technology to en-
hance educational oppor-
tunities for all, augment
the quality of education
and bring equity into the
educational system in the
country keeping in view
the recommendations of
the new National
Education Policy (NEP),
the official said.

Srinagar, Jun 19 (PTI): 

Four terrorists were
killed in two separate en-
counters with security
forces Sunday in Jammu
and Kashmir's Kupwara
and Kulgam districts, police
said.

While two terrorists were
killed in Kupwara as many
were eliminated in Kulgam,
they said, adding some
more terrorists are hiding
and operation was still un-
derway in both the areas.

One of the terrorists
killed in the Kupwara en-
counter was identified as a
Pakistani affiliated with the
proscribed Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT), they said, adding the
identity of the second was
being ascertained. Police
said the Kupwara en-

counter started after the
forces launched a operation
in Lolab area of the north
Kashmir on the instance of
an arrested terrorist,
Showket Ahmed Sheikh.

During the search of the
hideouts, the hiding terror-
ists fired upon the force per-
sonnel who retaliated, in
which one terrorist was
killed, the Kashmir Zone
Police said on Twitter.

Inspector General of
Police Vijay Kumar said the
killed terrorist has been
identified as a Pakistani,
linked with the LeT terror
outfit. The IGP Kashmir
tweeted, "2-3 more #terror-
ists alongwith arrested ter-
rorist trapped in ongoing
#encounter." "The arrested
terrorist also got trapped,"
the police said.

Nagpur, Jun 19 (PTI): 

Nagpur (Rural) Police
stood first in the 'Dial 112'
project across
Maharashtra by clocking
the response time of 7.58
minutes in May and nine
minutes in April this year,
a senior official said.

This technology-driven
project launched earlier
this year by the state gov-
ernment seeks to help the
police bring down the re-
sponse time to 10 minutes
in cities and 15 minutes in
rural areas in cases of
criminal activities and
emergencies. The system
has a state-of-the-art mech-

anism installed in the con-
trol rooms of all 45 com-
missionerates and offices
of district superintendent.

Under the project, the
Nagpur rrural police re-
sponded quickly to 1,076
calls in May and reached
the distressed persons for
their help within 7.58 min-
utes in May 2022. In April
2022, the police personnel
received 923 distress calls
and the response time was
nine minutes, a statement
said.

The average response
time of Raigad police was
9.55 minutes, followed by
10.04 of Sindhudurg po-
lice, 10.13 of Aurangabad
police, 10.17 of Mira
Bhayandar (Thane dis-
trict) police and 10.41 of
Chandrapur police.

Patna, June 19 (PTI):

Nearly 200 people
on board a Delhi-
bound aircraft on

Sunday had a close shave as
the plane caught fire soon
after take-off from the air-
port here and made an emer-
gency landing minutes later,
officials said.

The Spice Jet aircraft took
off at around quarter past
noon and, according to
Patna District Magistrate
Chandrashekhar Singh,
local administration began
receiving calls soon after-
wards that it has caught fire.

"Many people, mostly resi-
dents of the nearby
Phulwari Sharif locality,
began making frantic calls

upon watching the plane in
flames. Thankfully, all 185 oc-
cupants are safe," he told re-
porters at the airport.

Director of Jaiprakash
Narayan International
Airport, Anchal Prakash,
said arrangements were
made for the affected passen-
gers' travel to their destina-
tion by an alternative plane.

The Spice Jet said in a
statement on takeoff, during
rotation, cockpit crew sus-
pected bird hit on engine 01.
As a precautionary measure
..the captain shut down the
affected engine and decided
to return to Patna." "The air-
craft landed safely in Patna
and the passengers deboard-
ed safely. Post flight inspec-

tion showed bird hit, with
three fan blades damaged,"
said the airways. Many pas-
sengers shared their experi-
ence with media persons,
with a mix of horror and re-
lief. "I had come to the airport
groggy and dozed off before
the plane took off. Within a
few minutes, a judder woke
me up. It was only after land-
ing that I realised how lucky I
was," recalled a young man.
"The entire plane was trem-
bling. We were petrified and
crew members were busy
pacifying us. We were initial-
ly told that the plane would
land at an airstrip in Bihta or
Arrah. Thankfully, it landed
at the airport itself, said an
elderly woman who also
showered blessings on the
pilot, whom she has not met,
for showing presence of
mind.

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI): 

All applicants aiming to
join the three services
under the 'Agnipath' mili-
tary recruitment scheme
will have to give an under-
taking that they were not
part of any protest, arson or
vandalism, a senior mili-
tary official said on Sunday.

The comments by Lt Gen
Anil Puri, Additional
Secretary in the
Department of Military
Affairs, came amid violent
protests against the new
model of recruitment of sol-
diers into the three services.

The government on
Tuesday announced the
'Agnipath' model of recruit-

ment under which soldiers
will be inducted into the
three services for four years
with a provision of retain-
ing 25 per cent of them for
an additional 15 years fol-
lowing a selection process.

"The foundation of the
Indian armed forces is disci-
pline. There is no space for
arson. There is no problem
if you show your anger and
engage in talks. But there is
no space for arson and van-
dalism," Lt Gen Puri said at
a tri-services media brief-
ing. He said every individ-
ual wanting to join the three
forces through the
'Agnipath' scheme will have
to give an undertaking that
they were not part of any

protest, arson or vandalism.
Lt Gen Puri said the

youths who are part of the
arson and violence against
the scheme will not be able
to join the three services as
a police verification process
will be carried out before
enrolling anyone under the
scheme.

"Every individual who
wants to join the armed
forces through the
'Agnipath' scheme they will
have to submit a pledge that
they were neither part of
any protest nor were in-
volved in any violence.
Nobody can join the forces
without police verifica-
tion..We have made the pro-
visions," Lt Gen Puri said.

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI): 

The CBI on Sunday con-
ducted searches at three lo-
cations in Mumbai after it
registered an FIR against
Pune Buildtech Private
Limited and its directors
for alleged bank fraud of Rs
30 crore in Punjab National
Bank during 2013-16, offi-
cials said.

The searches were con-
ducted at the premises of
promoters Ishaq Yusuf
Balwa and Javardhan
Vinod Goenka and Pune
Buildtech Private Limited,
earlier known as Dynamix
Balwas Resorts Private
Limited, in Mumbai, they
said. The Dynamix Balwas
Group had faced a CBI

probe in the 2G spectrum
allocation case, but all the
accused were acquitted by a
special court.

The fresh case pertains to
Pune Buildtech Private
Limited, which was set up
in 1997 to build five-star ho-
tels and resorts. The compa-
ny is a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary of DB Hospitality
Pvt. Ltd., which is promot-
ed by the Balwas Group and
the Dynamix Group,
Punjab National Bank had
said in its complaint, which
is now part of the FIR.

It had planned a five-star
hotel in Yerwada, Pune
which was financed by PNB
(Rs 102 crore) and Allahabad
Bank (now Indian Bank) (Rs
102 crore).

Kokrajhar , Jun 19 (PTI): 

Prohibitory orders were
imposed in Kokrajhar dis-
trict on Sunday appre-
hending breach of law and
order, making it the sev-
enth district in Assam to
be placed under such re-
strictions within a week.

The Additional District
Magistrate clamped pro-
hibitory order throughout
Kokrajhar district under
Section 144 of CrPC in
'view of the urgency in

maintaining peace and
tranquility in the district',
an order said.

The order was issued 'as
it has been noticed that
there is a possibility of oc-
currence of law and order
situation due to activities
of anti-social elements
and agitational pro-
grammes of political par-
ties, students' unions and
other organisations'.

Assembly of five or
more persons in any pub-
lic places, processions,
shouting slogans, rallies,
organising melas without
obtaining permission, pil-
lion riding, carrying and
brandishing of weapons
have been banned in the
district.

GOVT CLEARS STAND

‘No rollback of ‘Agnipath’ scheme’

Department of Military Affairs
Additional Secretary Lt.

General Anil Puri addresses a
press conference regarding

the Central governments
Agnipath scheme, at South

Block, Ministry of Defence, in
New Delhi, Sunday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Sunday met the three
service chiefs amid escalating protests against the 'Agnipath' military
recruitment scheme in several parts of the country. It was Singh's second
meeting with the chiefs of the Army, Navy and the Air Force for the sec-
ond straight day on the issue. There was no official comment on the
meeting. It is learnt that the focus of the deliberations was on pacifying
the protesters. As the protests intensified in various parts of the country,
the defence minister on Saturday approved a proposal to reserve 10 per
cent of the jobs in various organisations under the ministry for recruits
under the 'Agnipath' scheme if they meet the requisite eligibility criteria.
The Home Ministry also announced 10 per cent reservations for
'Agniveers' in Central Armed Police Forces and Assam Rifles following
completion of their four-year tenure under the new recruitment scheme.

The Army Navy and the Air Force on Sunday came out with a broad
schedule for recruitment of soldiers under the Agnipath scheme while
asserting that it is being implemented to bring down the age profile of
the armed forces. Lt Gen A Puri, the additional secretary in the
Department of Military Affairs, strongly defended the scheme, saying
that reducing the age profile of the three services has been on the
table for quite some time and even the Kargil review committee had
made observations on it. At a press conference, Lt Gen Puri said the
government was going ahead with implementing the Agnipath scheme
and appealed to the youths to end their protest.

Rajnath meets heads of 3 services 
amid Agnipath stir

Broad schedule for recruitment

Two govt staffers held for
attempting to hunt wild animals
̈ Rifle, bullets seized

Acting on a tip-off, a police
team intercepted four persons
in Piparchhedi protected for-
est area under Kasdol police
station limits on Friday when
they were moving about in a
car. Those held were identi-
fied as Shaeed Naqvi, who is
posted as supervisor in the
mining department,
Mohammad Wasim Khan (33)
who is a forest guard, PWD
civil contractor Anand
Shrivastava (51) and Nawaz
Khan (51). All hail from Raipur
district. When the vehicle was
searched, a telescope-mount-
ed .22 rifle, 24 live rounds,
five sharp-edged weapons
and an axe were recovered.
Naqvi possessed the license
of the gun but he did not have
authority to carry it in a
reserve forest area.

About the incident

Education Ministry wins UNESCO award
̈ For using ICT in school

education in India 

Nagpur rural police
tops in Maha

̈ In Dial 112 project in
April-May this year

Four terrorists
killed in encounters

PUBLIC PERFORMANCE

Artists perform during the ceremony for the launch of torch relay for 44th Chess
Olympiad, at Indira Gandhi Stadium in New Delhi, Sunday.
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E Patna-Delhi SpiceJet flight catches fire mid-air
̈ All 185 

occupants safe

The Delhi-bound SpiceJet airplane following its emergency 
landing after it caught fire mid-air, at Jai Prakash Narayan Airport,
in Patna, Sunday.

BREACH OF LAW AND ORDER

Prohibitory orders
imposed in Kokrajhar
̈ 7th district in

Assam under such
restrictions within
a week

BANK FRAUD

CBI books Pune Buildtech
Pvt Ltd and promoters 

UNDERTAKING 

‘Agnipath applicants will not
take part in protests, arson’
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Bhilai, Jun 19: 

PHE Minister Guru
Rudra Kumar visited vil-
lage Khapri and Pahra the
other day and laid the
foundation stone of many
development works. He
also made many an-
nouncements in the pub-
lic interest. In his address,
PHE Minister said that
the promises made by the
government to the public
have been fulfilled in three
and a half years of
Congress rule in the state.
The promises made to the
farmers have been ful-
filled. They are getting full
price for the crop. The gov-
ernment had promised to

reduce the electricity bill
by 50% to the general pub-
lic. State government ful-
filled this promise also.
Along with this, Congress
had promised to increase
the collection amount for
the tendu leaves collec-
tors. Works were done in
this direction also.
English medium schools
were established through
Swami Atmanand
Schools. The government
has made plans keeping in
mind the interests of all
sections.

PHE Minister added
that he frequently reaches
among the common peo-
ple to take feedback and
get appraised with the

public expectations. In fu-
ture also, works related to
public interest will be
done on priority. The
Minister said that whatev-
er basic facilities related
demands are raised by the
general public in his area,
work is done towards ful-
filling them. Providing
basic facilities to the peo-
ple and promoting liveli-
hood activities is the pri-
ority of the government.
In his address, the
Minister further said that
the government is con-
stantly in touch with the
common people to explore
their problems through
meetings. Government is
examining the work done

at the grassroots level.
The campaign so far
shows that people have
benefited from the devel-
opment works and their
economic status has im-
proved rapidly. Good work
is being done at the ad-
ministrative level, which
is benefiting the common
people. On the occasion,
the Minister also an-
nounced the restoration of
Baba ji's temple in
Ghatiyakhurd, dependent
village of village Khapri.
Along with this, he also
announced the construc-
tion of Bus Stand and
Mangal Bhavan. Along
with the implementation
of Nal Jal Yojana, the
Minister also made an-
nouncements for con-
struction of CC roads in
rural areas. He further an-
nounced to provide Rs 5
lakh for Shri Ram temple
in village Pahra. He also
assured to get the work of
leveling done at the
Gauthan.

Cong Govt fulfilled promises made
to the public: Guru Rudra Kumar

 PHE Minister

addresses public

rally after laying

foundation stone of

development works

Bhilai, Jun 19: 

‘Demanding relocation
/ closure of the liquor
shop situated at, people
took out a torch rally
under the banner of
Yuva Shakti Sangathan
the other day.

They are demanding to
remove the liquor shops
located near  Gada
Chowk in Supela. People
are protesting against
these liquor shops since
2019. They have submit-
ted memorandums, rep-
resentations and have
staged demonstrations
also to remove the liquor
shop, but the govern-
ment is not taking any
initiative in this direc-
tion. Recently a signa-
ture campaign was also
conducted in which more
than 4000 people turned
up voluentarily and
signed the memorandum
seeking removal of the
liquor shop. It needs to
be mentioned here that
the Yuva Shakti
Sangathan had submit-
ted a memorandum to
the Collector in the past
and ha demanded to re-
move the liquor shops,
but the administration
has not yet taken any ini-
tiative. The volunteers of

Yuva Shakti Sangathan
are demanding reloca-
tion of both the shops .
Residents and local shop-
keepers stated that the
liquor shops are situated
on the busiest road
which connects Supela
Square to Gada Square.
This road is used by a
large population of
Kohka, Shanti Nagar,
Vaishali Nagar, Smriti
Nagar and other areas.
Medical College,
Hospitals, schools, etc
are situated in this area
and a large number of
students commute on
this road. They face un-

pleasant situations due
to the presence of large
number of boozers near
the liquor shops. The al-
coholics linger on the
road and even throw bot-
tles and disposables on
the road. Women and
children feel troubled
and embarrassed on
moving from this road.

Yuva Shakti
Sangathan has warned
of an aggressive move-
ment if the shop is not
relocated immediately.
They have sent memo-
randums to the Chief
Minister, Divisional
Commissioner, Inspector

General of Police,
Superintendent of
Police, BMC
Commissioner, Excise
Department, Durg, and
other public representa-
tives. Madan Sen, Paras
Janghel, Shankar Lal
Devangan, Ramesh
Srivastava, Dhaneshwari
Sahu, Sharda Gupta,
Mahesh Verma, Praveen
Pandey, Ram Avatar
Janghel, Councilor
Rajendra Kumar, Amol
Das Sahu, Junaid Khan,
Pinku Tiwari, Sunil
Kumar Sharma, Nishu
Pandey, Virendra Kumar,
Vijay Sahu, Paro Verma,
Mandavi, Balram
Thakur, Rinku Tiwari,
Vijay Singh, Naveen
Singh, Amitabh, Inderjit
Singh, Sunil Gupta,
Sunil Sharma, Karan
Banjare, Radha Yadav,
Bilkis Bano, Manoj
Gupta, Rajesh Singh,
Babulal Sahu,
Ramkishan Devangan,
Saurabh Gupta, Roshan
Singh, Tinku Abhay
Tiwari, Sant Ram, Mani
Verma, Jitendra, Utpal,
Ashok, Vipin Pal, Ganga
Singh Rajput, Rajendra
Singh along with promi-
nent activists were pres-
ent.

Torch rally taken out against liquor shop

Bhilai, Jun 19: Police have
arrested two women and
their husbands on charges
of cheating the gold mer-
chants in Durg. This four-
member gang used to visit
the jewellery shops as cus-
tomers and exchange old
jewellery with new gold
jewellery. Later the gold
merchants discovered that
the old jewellery provided
by the customers was fake.
The accused hail from
Uttar Pradesh and have
duped four gold merchants
in Bilaspur, two in Raipur
and two in Durg. The ac-
cused stayed in a city for
one or two days only and
were frequently changing
their locations. While ad-
dressing media persons
here at Police Control
Room on Saturday, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava informed
that they have busted an in-
terstate gang of fraudsters
and recovered gold jewel-
ery worth lakhs and docu-
ments. Police had received
a complaint from Mohit
Jain (33) of Saheli Jewelers,
Durg. He complained that a
lady Sunita Devi visited his
shop and selected two gold
tops. Against the purchase,
she exchanged some old

gold jewellery. The shop-
keeper exchanged the jew-
ellery and provided new
jewellery and the invoice.
Later on examination, the
gold smith found that the
jewellery was fake. A simi-
lar incident occurred at the
shop of Mahaveer
Jewelers. Police lodged a
complaint under section
420, 34 of IPC.

During the investigation,
CCTV footage and almost
all the lodges and hotels of
Durg were checked. A sus-
picious woman named
Sunita was found at Lakhe
Lodge located in Station

Road, Durg. She was taken
into custody and during in-
terrogation, she confessed
to have committed the
crime. She disclosed that
her husband Sanjay
Kumar, his friend Pintu
and Pintu's wife Reshmi
were also involved in the
crime. All the four have
been arrested and gold jew-
ellery worth lakhs has been
seized from them.

Sub Inspector Saroj
Chaure, ASI RL Verma,
ASI KS Yadav, Constable
Anup Sahu, Gaur Singh
Rajput, Rajkumar Yadav
and Mithlesh Sahu played a

vital role in arresting the
accused. The accused
Sunita Devi (34) wife of
Sanjay Kumar a resident of
Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Noida (UP); Reshmi alias
Dashmi (23) wife of Pintu a
resident of Kanjipura,
Ballia (UP); Sanjay Kumar
(32) son of Late Hanuman
Prasad a resident of
Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Noida (UP) and Pintu
Khairwar (26) son of Late
Samdutt a resident of
Kanjipura, Ballia (UP) were
produced before the court
and have been sent to jail
on judicial remand.

Police busts gang involved
in cheating gold merchants 

Bhilai, Jun 19:

On Sunday, former
Chief Minister Dr Raman
Singh attended the three-
day BJP training session
organized at Nagapura.
Delivering the keynote ad-
dress, he called upon the
BJP workers to go among
the people and make them
aware of the benefits pro-
vided by the Modi govern-
ment. BJP workers were
asked to interact with the
people and appraise them
about the benefits they
have received from the
schemes of the Modi
Government. He added
that the BJP has made 9
crore houses smoke free.
However, the poor of
Chhattisgarh suffered
losses due to the forma-
tion of Bhupesh Baghel
government. The
Congress state govern-
ment snatched the facility
of pucca housing that the
Modi government was
providing to them, Dr
Raman Singh alleged. BJP
workers should reach out
to the masses and explain
to such homeless people
that the Cong Govt has

snatched the right of
pucca house. In the last 8
years from 2014 to 2022, 50
elections were held in
which, except one , the
Congress has lost almost
all the elections. Dr Singh
asserted that there is no
possibility of the
Congress victory in fu-
ture. In Chhattisgarh,
there is a rule of coal
mafia, sand mafia and
liquor mafia. Auctions are
held in the districts to get
the post of Collector on
the same lines as the play-
ers are auctioned in the

IPL. He further alleged
that auctions are also held
for the posting of SP and
illegal operation of gam-
bling, betting and liquor.
Bhupesh Baghel protests
in Delhi against ED but is
giving open protection to
coal mafia and liquor
mafia in Chhattisgarh.

Dr Raman Singh said
that the image of a gentle-
man like Motilal Vora is
being spoiled after his
death. Raman Singh said
that Vora has been a gen-
tleman and he should not
be defamed after his

death. Counting the
achievements of the BJP
rule of 15 years, Dr
Raman Singh said that in
these 15 years,
Chhattisgarh witnessed
historic development. In
2003, Chhattisgarh had
only 1200 km of pacca
roads, which was extend-
ed to 12000 km. The num-
ber of pump connections
rose from 60000 to 4 lakhs
in 15 years and the per
capita income increased
manifold.

Former IAS and BJP
state secretary OP

Chaudhary said about the
responsibility of BJP in
the changed circum-
stances. He spoke about
the rising extortion and
corruption across
Chhattisgarh. He asserted
that change is very neces-
sary in Chhattisgarh be-
cause this state has be-
come an ATM for
Congress.

Ashok Bajaj, former
Chairman of State Co-op-
erative Bank said that in
the last eight years, India
has gained immense repu-
tation globally. India’s re-

spect has increased a lot
globally.

Presiding over the con-
cluding session, District
BJP President Jitendra
Verma said that he is
going to meet all the bene-
ficiaries of the schemes of
Modi government in all
the four mandals of Durg
and make them aware of
the works of the Modi gov-
ernment..District BJP
President Jitendra
Verma, State Secretary
Usha Tavari, District
General Secretary Lalit
Chandrakar, Natwar
Tamrakar, Kantilal
Bothra, former minister
Ramshila Sahu, Dr
Dayaram Sahu, Doman
Lal Korsewada,
Labhchand Bafna, Dr
Balmukund Devangan,
Chandrika Chandrakar,
Sarita Mishra, Kailash
Sharma, Kantilal Jain,
Basant Chandrakar,
Santosh Soni, Manoj
Mishra, Chainsukh
Bhattar, Preetpal
Belchandan, Dr Sunil
Sahu, Surendra Kaushik,
Dilip Sahu, Anoop
Gatagat and other party
workers were present.

CM snatched rights of pucca houses 
from the poor: Dr Raman Singh Bhilai, Jun 19: 

A 20-year-old youth was
beaten to death in
Chhawani area on the in-
tervening night of Sunday.
The accused carried him
in their car and dumped
him near Supela
Government Hospital. The
deceased was a driver by
profession. Police have re-
portedly taken three sus-
pects into custody. Two
other suspects are at large.
The family of the deceased
alleged that a BJP leader
was behind this murder.
Police are exploring all
possible angles of the case.

According to informa-
tion, the deceased was
Ranjeet Singh, a resident
of Ward 19, Camp 1,
Chhawani. Around mid-
night, he was sitting with
his friends near the pond
of Panchmukhi Temple.
In the meanwhile, five per-
sons reached there in a car
and attacked Ranjeet with
hockey and baseball
sticks. Sensing trouble, his
friends escaped from the
spot. The accused beat
Ranjeet black and blue and
even stabbed him. Later,
they took Ranjeet with
them in the car and

dumped him near Supela
Government Hospital.
Passers by rushed his to
the hospital where he was
pronounced brought dead.

Police have lodged a
case and on the basis of
the statements given by
the eye witnesses, three
ruffians have been taken
into custody. Two others
are at large. The family of
the victim has alleged in-
volvement of a BJP leader
in this crime. All the ar-
rested ruffians have previ-
ous criminal record. The
deceased Ranjeet was also
arrested earlier in connec-
tion with some crime.

Youth beaten to death,
three suspects in custody 

Bhilai, Jun 19: A child
was rescued from a
Borewell in Phirhid vil-
lage of Jhangir Chappa
district . The child fell into
the borewell on June 10,
2022 at 4 pm and was res-
cued after continuous ef-
forts lasting 102 hours on
June 14, 2022 at 12 mid-
night. A green corridor
was made till Bilaspur
after rescuing the child
and he was shifted imme-
diately to Apollo hospital
for treatment. This is one
of the longest such rescue
operations conducted in
the country. NDRF, SDRF
and Indian Army worked
on a war footing and suc-

cessfully rescued Rahul
and saved his life. New
challenges came up
throughout the rescue op-
eration. The child could be
reached 64 feet below after
digging a tunnel. District
administration contacted
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant for
help on June 13, 2022.
Taking immediate action,
top Management of BSP
sent two teams from Hirri
for the operation.
Somnath Kumar Singh,
DGM(Mines), Pradeep
Kumar, Asst
MGR(Mining), Sonab
Pandey, Sr Mgr(Mech.),
Milind Sahare,
AGM(Mining), Lokesh

Kumar, Mgr (Mech) and
Raju, Mgr (Mechanical),
Shiv Singh and Pardesi
were part of the team.
Structural Steel and ex-
pansion chemical mortar
were ensured by the team
as per the need of the res-
cue operation. They ac-
tively took part in the res-
cue operation for 36 hours
and contributed in mak-
ing the operation success-
ful. The District adminis-
tration of Jhangir Chappa
thanked BSP's team and
stated that SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant has displayed
its social responsibility by
supporting us in the res-
cue operation.

Special programme in
District Court on

International Yoga Day

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  1199:: On the direction of
National Legal Services
Authority, New Delhi and
Chhattisgarh State Legal
Services Authority and in keep-
ing with the protocol issued by
the government for June 21,
2022, International Yoga Day,
yoga programme will be organ-
ized at 07:00 hrs in the District
Court Complex, Durg. According
to the e-mail of the National
Legal Services Authority, New
Delhi, the theme of International
Day of Yoga has been kept as
Yoga for Well Being. The program
on International Yoga Day will
begin at 07.00 where yoga guru
will train the judges, advocates,
employees and also share the
benefits of yoga. The program
will be presided over by Sanjay
Kumar Jaiswal District and
Sessions Judge/Chairman,
District Legal Services Authority,
Durg, informed a press commu-
nique.  It further stated that
every person remains healthy
through yoga. Yoga should be
included in every person's life so
that freshness remains in both
the mind and body of the person.
It should be the responsibility of
every person to include yoga in
their daily routine. The ancient
sages have said in relation to
yoga that do yoga, stay healthy.
In today's modern times, where
food and living habits are irregu-
lar, people are surrounded by
many diseases in their short life.
In such a situation, it is necessary
to bring yoga in your life.

BSP plays pivotal role in
child rescue from borewell
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Second convocation ceremony concludes with great triumph

Raipur, Jun 19: The
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Bhilai
held its Second
Convocation on June 18,
2022 with great joy. Dr.
Saurabh Garg, CEO,
Unique Identification
Authority of India
(UIDAI), Government of
India, graced the event as
the Chief Guest.
Following an elegant aca-
demic procession and
Saraswati Vandana, Dr.
Jayesh Chandra S. Pai
(Registrar, IIT Bhilai)
welcomed the Chief
Guest, BOG Chairman
and Director.
K r i s h n a m u r t h i
Ve n k a t a r a m a n a n ,
Chairman, BOG, IIT
Bhilai, declared the open-
ing of the ceremony.

In his welcome ad-
dress, Prof Rajat Moona,
Director, IIT Bhilai, felici-
tated all the graduating
students on this signifi-
cant occasion of the sec-
ond convocation held by
the institute. He spoke
about the institute’s
tremendous growth over
the last six years. Every
member of the IIT Bhilai
community has shown
the energy and resolve to
innovate, challenge, and
create in all spheres of
life. From academics to
research, from sports to
arts, from incubation to
execution, the students,
faculty members, and
staff members have
demonstrated that lofti-
ness of vision fused with
calibre and fortitude al-
ways results in distinc-
tion and eminence.
Today the institute

boasts of about 800 stu-
dents and research schol-
ars in as many as 19 pro-
grammes. Now, there are
about 20% girl students
in the institute represent-
ing steps towards gender
equality. An all-inclusive
policy to admit brilliant
students from underpriv-
ileged backgrounds and
providing them a quality
education is part of our
efforts in reaffirming our
commitment towards so-
ciety. Despite the onerous
impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on our every-
day life and emotional
and mental well-being,
our faculty has contin-
ued to take obstacles in
their stride and march
forward in pursuit of ex-
cellence.

The graduating stu-
dents include 6 PhD, 14
MSc, 11 MTech, 12 BTech

(Honours) and 102 BTech
graduates. Following the
scroll signing, and the
oath-taking ceremony by
the graduates, Dr. Garg
and Prof. Moona present-
ed the Institute Gold
Medal to Mr. Abinash
Acharya (BTech 2022),
while the Director’s Gold
Medals were awarded to

Mr. Saksham Bhushan
(BTech 2022), Mr.
Abhishek Shrivastava
(MTech 2022), Ms.
Kumari Rani
(Outstanding female stu-
dent for BTech/MSc
2022). The Senate Awards
were given to 8 candi-
dates from different dis-
ciplines.

In line with the govern-
ment’s “Digital India”
initiative, IIT Bhilai
awarded the degree cer-
tificates to the students
in digital format, moving
towards a sustainable
and environmentally-
friendly operation. The
certificates, digitally
signed by the signatories,
were stored in a pendrive
and also uploaded on
DigiLocker, a digital
repository recognized by
the government, and
linked with the students’
Aadhaar ID. This process
of digitising the certifi-
cates ensures that stu-
dents can avoid the has-
sle of certificate verifica-
tion or difficulties in case
of loss of the original.

As part of the
Chairman, Board of
Governor’s address,
Venkataramanan con-

veyed his special admira-
tion for the graduating
students, and congratu-
lated the Director, faculty
and staff members for or-
ganising the second con-
vocation in a positive
spirit. He congratulated
all graduates and wished
them the best for the next
phase of the journey.
“The world is very differ-
ent now as compared to
earlier times. The role of
technology is critical.
After Silicon Valley,
Bangalore, Pune and
Hyderabad are next.
Many of you try to take
risks to achieve some-
thing special and fail. But
the failure to try, the fail-
ure to take any risk at all
is perhaps the greatest
failure of all”, he said.

Dr. Garg delivered the
convocation address in a
similar vein. He com-

mended the institute on
its considerable growth
and expressed happiness
at the impending move of
the institute to its perma-
nent campus in Bhilai.
He addressed the gradu-
ates with some special
words stating, “Success
and happiness are two
goals which most peo-
ple would like to
achieve. Success is very
aptly being said as get-
ting what you want and
happiness on the other
hand is wanting what
you get. It’s rare, but it’s
up to you to decide.”

The programme con-
cluded with the presen-
tation of mementos to
the guest and, after a
rendition of the nation-
al anthem, the convoca-
tion was declared
closed by
Venkatramanan.

Lecture session held at NIT

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 19:
Department of
Humanities and Social
Sciences, National
Institute of Technology
(NIT) Raipur organised a
lecture session to rejuve-
nate the mental and
physical system through
yoga and meditation on
18th June 2022.

This event was con-

ducted in anticipation of
International Yoga Day
on 21st June. It was held
in the APJ Abdul Kalam
Hall.

The speaker for this
session was SK Rajeev
Nair, Corporate Relations
Manager, Chhatrapati
Shivaji Group of
Institutions (CSGI). He

talked about various ac-
tivities such as clapping,
tapping, music therapy,
sports and yogaasanas as
a medium to awaken the
mind and also taught
about personality devel-
opment. The programme
was thoroughly enjoyed
by the students.

Dr PY Dhekne, Dean

(Student Welfare), Dr UK
Dewangan, Head of
Department, Department
of Humanities and Social
Sciences, Dr DC Jhariya,
Faculty, Applied Geology,
along with Dr Anoop
Tiwari, Dr Hina Chawda,
Dr Manju Shukla, Suraj
Nishad, Lomash
Chandrakar, Sharda
Mahapatra and other fac-
ulties from the
Department of
Humanities and Social
Sciences were present
during this lecture. The
event witnessed an en-
thusiastic participation
of more than 100 stu-
dents.

Finals of Pan IIT Yoga Sports competition at IIT Bhilai
Raipur Jun 19: The Indian
Institute of Technology
Bhilai is celebrating the
International Day of Yoga
with an 80 days ‘Yoga
Mahotsav’ in which the
first-ever Pan IIT Yoga
Sports Competition is being
conducted in two phases,
online and offline. The
event has been organised by
the Sports and Yoga team
under the leadership of
Prof. Rajat Moona, Director,
IIT Bhilai.

The final stage of the
competition will be organ-
ised in offline mode on the
campus on June 20 and 21,
followed by a grand celebra-
tion of IDY which will in-
clude the prize distribution
for the Pan-IIT Yoga Sports
Competition. This follows
the elimination round of
the competition held from
May 14 to 16 in online mode
with participation from 11
IITs. With the esteemed
judges who possess NYSF
certification and a proactive
management team, the on-
line mode was a roaring
success. The athletes put up
an invigorating show dur-
ing the online stage. On the

occasion, Wing Commander
Dr. Jayesh Chandra S. Pai,
Registrar, IIT Bhilai astute-
ly observed, ‘Yoga is not
only about performing vari-
ous and diverse asanas but
also about achieving the
sole aim of Self - Mastery.’

After the successful run
of the online event, success-
ful teams from IITs across
the country have been invit-
ed for the final rounds. The
preparations are ongoing
with great enthusiasm, and
the participating contin-
gents have started to arrive
on the campus for the finale.

The final round of the PAN
IIT Yoga Sports
Competition will commence
from June 20. It will be a
two-day event with several
competitions and cultural
events. It will culminate in
the celebration of
International Day of Yoga.
Dr. Suryakant Patil
(National Yoga Federation
Member) and Mr. Gyanesh
Sharma (Chairperson, Yoga
Ayog Chhattisgarh) will be
the chief guest and the
guest of honour of the prize
distribution program in the
final program.

One arrested with banned drug
Raipur, Jun 19: The Civil
Line Police Station of the
capital Raipur arrested
one Mohd Sarfaraj with
400 tablets of banned drug.
Sarfaraj, a resident of
Chaurasia Colony
Santoshi Nagar Raipur
told that he brought this
banned drug from
Cuttack, Odisha. He was
sent to jail after registra-
tion of an offense under
the Narcotics Act.

Police Station Civil Line
got information on Friday
night that a person near
Pandri on the roadside be-
hind Forest Colony, is try-
ing to sell banned intoxi-
cating tablets. Acting on
this tip-off police reached

the said area and arrested
Sarfaraj. During search in
his vehicle banned drugs
were found. Sarfaraj could
not produce valid docu-
ments of drugs. He was ar-
rested and the bike and
drugs were confiscated.

Sarfaraj disclosed
names of some more peo-
ple of Raipur in connec-
tion with the trade of
banned drugs. Major ac-
tion can be taken against
them soon. Supply of drug
was being done from
Cuttack in Odisha to
Raipur and other districts.
On this, the Narcotics Cell
took swift action against
banned intoxicating
tablets, syrups and ganja.

Rains lasting for 2.5 hrs cause water-logging

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 19: The first
showers that lashed the
city from 10:30 am to 1 pm
on Sunday morning after
arrival of monsoon in
Chhattisgarh caused
water logging at several
residential colonies and
led to chaos on the city
roads besides exposing the
lack of preparedness of
Raipur Municipal
Corporation to deal with
the problem of water log-
ging. Residents in low
lying areas fear that in-
crease in rains would fur-
ther compound their prob-
lems.

Apart from water-log-
ging on the roads, drains
were seen overflowing at
several places in the city.
For the last several weeks
the Municipal
Corporation officials were
discussing solution to

problem of water logging
in the city. Instructions
were also issued to com-
plete the preparations to
tackle water logging.
Accordingly officials were
entrusted with separate
responsibilities and spe-
cial cleanliness drive was
being run. But accumula-
tion of rain water on the
roads at some parts of the
city proved that there was
a lack of preparation.

Hundreds of families
living in Jal Vihar Colony
of Telibandha, who have
been facing problem of
water logging for years, do
not seem to be getting re-

lief even this time as rain-
fall on Sunday led to heavy
water-logging  in the area.
Local residents met the of-
ficials of the Municipal
Corporation hundreds of
times regarding this prob-
lem but nothing has
changed yet. The rainfall
on Sunday caused water
inundation on the streets
of Jal Vihar Colony.

The road leading from
Raipur’s NIT campus to
Nalanda campus re-
mained water-logged. Due
to water logging more
than half a dozen shops in
Chowpatty along this
stretch kept looking for

the customers on Sunday.
In DD Nagar area of ??the
city, the foul smelling
drain water spilled over
the road leading to
Century Colony.

According to Raipur
Municipal Commissioner
Mayank Chaturvedi an ac-
tion plan of the corpora-
tion is ready to overcome
the problem of water log-
ging in the city due to
monsoon rains. The
drains of the city are
being cleaned at night so
that water does not stag-
nate. Sometimes, contami-
nated water also comes
from the taps in the rain.

Therefore, the commis-
sioner has asked all the
zone commissioners of
Raipur to disinfect all
hand pumps, power
pumps. To this end work
will be done in the first
phase on June 25, the sec-
ond phase on July 10, and
the third phase on July 30.
In the event of a flood-like
situation, school buildings
or community buildings
close to the areas will shift
people to dharamshalas
and make arrangements
for their shelter.
Instructions have also
been given to fill all pot-
holes.

Heavy rains in Raipur, Durg and
Bilaspur divisions

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 19: Weather
pattern across
Chhattisgarh has changed
now with rapid increase
in monsoon activity.
Dense clouds covering the
sky in capital Raipur and
Durg since Saturday led to
rainfall on Sunday morn-
ing. It rained heavily with
light wind and thunder.
Rainfalls have been re-
ported at several places in-
cluding Raipur, Durg,
Rajnandgaon, Dhamtari,
Mahasamund, Gariaband,
Kabirdham, Bilaspur,
Janjgir-Champa, Baloda
Bazar and Balod.

Raipur recorded the
highest maximum tem-
perature 35.6 degree
Celsius in the state.
According to the

M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department, by Saturday
afternoon, the northern
boundary of the south-
west monsoon had
reached Pendra Road.

According to
Meteorological depart-

ment, similar weather is
likely to prevail in the
state for the next few days.
The Meteorological
Centre has forecast heavy
rainfall and thunderstorm
with lightning at isolated
places over Chhattisgarh

for the next four days. In
its weather outlook for
subsequent two days it
has predicted rain or
thundershower at most
places over Chhattisgarh.

For Raipur the meteoro-
logical centre has predict-
ed rain or thundershower
with maximum tempera-
ture of around 33 degree
Celsius for the next 72
hours. With rains, sowing
of Kharif is going to start
in the farm fields of
Chhattisgarh. The farm-
ers were eagerly awaiting
light water to collect in
their fields for paddy 
sowing.

Baghel writes to Central
Petroleum Minister 

Raipur, Jun 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
wrote a letter to the Central
Petroleum and Natural Gas
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri to inform him about
the difficulties faced by
farmers and common peo-
ple in the state due to the
shortage of petrol and
diesel. He requested the

minister to provide a regu-
lar supply of petrol and
diesel in all the petroleum
company depots in
Chhattisgarh.

The Chief Minister wrote
in the letter that for the last
1-2 months, there has been a
shortage in the supply of
petrol and diesel in
Chhattisgarh, due to which
many petrol pumps in many
districts are becoming dry.
The Chhattisgarh
Petroleum Dealer Welfare

Association has also in-
formed that there are 750 re-
tail outlets of Messrs.
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited in
Chhattisgarh which is get-
ting closed due to the short-
age in the supply of petrol
and diesel.

The review of petroleum
companies has revealed
that earlier, the buffer stock
would last for 4-5 days, while
for the past 1-2 months it
only lasts for one day, which
gets over quickly and the
petrol pumps become dry.

The Chief Minister also
wrote that Chhattisgarh is
an agriculture-dominated
state. Agricultural activities
are in progress after the ar-
rival of the monsoon.
Farmers are facing difficul-
ties in farming due to the
shortage of diesel.
Moreover, in rural areas,
ambulance facilities are get-
ting affected due to the

shortage of diesel and the
common people are facing
many problems.
Agricultural work will get
negatively impacted due to
the shortage in diesel and
petrol supply, due to which
common people will face
economical losses. Even
after making advance pay-
ments at retail outlets in
rural areas, there is no sup-
ply of petrol and diesel.

The Chief Minister
Baghel has urged Central
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri to start the regular
supply of petrol and diesel
in all the depots of Messrs.
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited,
Bharat Petroleum, and
Messrs. Indian Oil
Corporation Limited so that
farmers and common peo-
ple do not have to face diffi-
culties. He requested the
minister to thoughtfully re-
solve the problem.

For regular supply
of petrol and diesel
in Ch’garh

Says Ch’garh is fac-
ing a shortage in
supply of petrol and
diesel from last 1-2
months

Petrol pumps and
petroleum depots
in many districts
going dry

Similar weather
likely for the next
few days

Expose lack of pre-
paredness of civic
body

To rejuvenate men-
tal and physical sys-
tem through yoga
and meditation

CM instructs to provide financial
assistance of Rs 4 lakh  

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1199::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has
expressed deep grief over the
death of three people in
Thakurikapa village of
Mungeli, Rohasi village of
Balodabazar and Sahaspur
village of Gariaband due to
the occurrence of lightning
strike. These include two men

and one woman. The Chief
Minister has expressed his
condolences to the bereaved
families. Baghel has directed
to provide financial assis-
tance of Rs.4 lakh each to the
next of kin of those who died
in the incident of lightning,
under the provision of
Revenue Book Circular 6-4.

Chief Minister Baghel has
also given instructions to all
the collectors to take neces-
sary precautions to prevent
and prevent loss of life during
lightning strikes. In this
regard, it is noteworthy that
advisory had also been issued
by the state government in
the past.

To the family of
each victim

Expresses deep
grief over the death
of three people
lightning strike

p At IIT Bhilai
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VEHICLES STUCK

With first heavy showers in capital city, the excavated area which was left without compaction, led to wheels of

four-wheelers getting stuck near Spare School area.

Narva devp is important for increasing green cover: CM
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1199::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Friday said it
is the need of hour to save sur-
face and ground water to main-
tain the availability of water for
the future generation. He
instructed not to compromise
on the quality of groundwater
restoration and conservation
work being done under Narva
Yojana. The programme was
presided over by Forest and
Climate Change Minister Mr.
Mohammad Akbar.

He was addressing a virtual
programme organized by the
Forest Department from his res-
idence office here today. On the
occasion, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel launched the
works approved by the state
government under the ambi-
tious ‘Narva Vikas’ programme
in the year 2022-23 in 40 forest
divisions of the state at a cost of
Rs 300 crore 52 lakh under
CAMPA head. He also trans-
ferred an amount of Rs 34 crore
41 lakh to 4 lakh 72 thousand

collectors associated with 432
societies as remuneration for
the tendu leaf collection done in
the state in the year 2020.

In the programme, Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel inaugurat-
ed laboratories established at
the forest circle level in Raipur,
Bilaspur, Kanker, Jagdalpur and
Surguja for quality testing of
forest produce and products.
Along with this, he also
launched the eco-tourism devel-
opment works in Mahasamund
Forest Division at a cost of Rs 5
crore.

Addressing the programme,
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel said
that Narva Vikas Yojana is
important for increasing green
cover and boosting the income
of the people in forest region.
This scheme should be given the
form of a campaign keeping in
view its importance. He direct-
ed the officials concerned to
ensure that there is no compro-
mise in the quality of works
being done under this scheme. 

Referring his visit to Surguja
and Bastar divisions during the
Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan, the

Chief Minister said that the
water level in Surajpur, Bijapur
and Sukma is very low and it is
the need of hour to do maximum
Narva development work in
these districts. He said that dur-
ing the meet and greet pro-
gramme, information was
received that due to these
works, the water level has
increased by about 30 cm in for-
est areas while about 7 cm in
plain areas. The Narva develop-
ment will not only ensure avail-
ability of adequate quantities of
water for wildlife and animals

and birds in the forest areas, but
will also encourage farmers to
opt for double cropping which
will eventually help to increase
the biodiversity.

The Chief Minister gave
instructions for plantation of
fruit-bearing trees in the
forests. Referring to the launch
of C-Mart at Kondagaon,
Kanker, and Bijapur during the
Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan, he said
that it is necessary to keep a
check that prices of products
here are less than the market
price.  Referring to the work of
Mahua collection through nets
started in some districts, Mr.
Baghel said that Mahua collec-
tors are getting good benefit
from this, on the same lines;
Char-Chironji should also be col-
lected through nets. Char-
Chironji gets a good price in the
market. At present, people cut a
tree trunk to collect char; it
should be ensured that no tree
is cut in the process. 

Presiding over the pro-

gramme, Forest Minister Akbar
said that Narva Vikas is a multi-
use scheme for reviving the
drains and streams and conser-
vation and augmentation of
groundwater resources. For the
successful implementation of
the scheme, the programme
should be continuously moni-
tored. For this, preparations are
also being made to assess the
increase in water level and
increase in irrigation area as a
result of Narva development
works. Forest Minister Mr.
Akbar said that keeping in view
the interest of forest dwellers,
continuous efforts are being
made to ensure that they get
maximum benefits from the col-
lection of minor forest produce
and its processing. As a result of
these meaningful efforts,
Chhattisgarh has topped in the
country in terms of collection of
minor forest produce. At pres-
ent, about three-fourth of the
country’s minor forest produce
is collected in Chhattisgarh.

State govt working to fulfill dreams of people: CM

Raipur, Jun 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
inaugurated the 831 meter
long flyover constructed
on National Highway near
Kamal Vihar constructed
at a cost of Rs 25.38 crore.
With the inauguration of
Kamal Vihar flyover, there
will be ease in traffic and
the local people will bene-
fit a lot from it. Along with
this, the Chief Minister
also performed bhoomi
pujan of 4 important con-
struction works costing Rs
27.29 crore. These works
include construction of a
culvert in Nala near Akoli
Khurd from Arang to
Khapri access road, con-

struction of high level
bridge and access road at
Palaud Nala on Tekari-
Paloud road, Kolar Nala
on Biroda to Singar
Bhatha road and high level
bridge over Tanki Nala.
On this occasion, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that our government
is working to fulfill the
dreams of the people, con-
taminated water is being
treated, urban slum health
scheme is being run keep-
ing the poor in mind,
through Dhanwantri
Yojana, Generic medicines
are available at less than
half the cost. Mr. Baghel
said that every man’s

dream is to build a house,
but it took many years as
the procedures were
lenghty to get various
sanctions. Now there is no
need to get approvals from
Town and Country plan-
ning, as all approvals are
given from Municipal
Corporation. We have de-
livered 100 types of servic-
es  through Mitan Yojana.
The Chief Minister said
that today Chhattisgarh
model is being discussed
all over the country and
our initiative has also
been praised by NITI
Aayog, the work of
Revenue Department is
being done fast and all the

people of the state are get-
ting its benefits.

In the last three and a
half years, due to the ef-
forts of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, continu-
ous work is being done to
make the life of Raipur
city more convenient. It is
worth mentioning that
along with making the
cities beautiful and order-
ly, ensuring a clean envi-
ronment is also the goal of
the Bhupesh Baghel gov-
ernment of Chhattisgarh.
That is why along with the
construction of roads and
culverts, this important
initiative has been taken
by the Chief Minister to

make the air and water of
the city pollution-free. On
this occasion, Minister of
Public Works
D e p a r t m e n t ,
Tamradhwaj Sahu while
addressing the people said
that the construction of
this flyover of Kamal
Vihar will provide a lot of
convenience to the people
of the area. Mr. Sahu said
that in three and a half
years, we have completed
most of the works of the
manifesto and are work-
ing outside the manifesto
as well.

The technical report of
the program was present-
ed by the Secretary, Public
Works Department,
Siddharth Komal Singh
Pardeshi. Parliamentary
Secretary  Vikas
Upadhyay, MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
MLA Dhanendra Sahu
and other public represen-
tatives and officials of
Public Works Department
were also present on the
occasion.

CM inaugurates railway 
under-bridge near Telghani Naka

Raipur, Jun 19: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
inaugurated Railway
Under Bridge near
Telghani Naka connecting

Agrasen Chowk to
Ramnagar Road and con-
gratulated the people for
better transportation facil-
ity. On this occasion, Chief
Minister along with Public
Works Department
Minister, Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Parliamentary
Secretary, Vikas Upadhyay
and other public represen-
tatives inspected the quali-
ty and beautification of
the newly constructed
Under Bridge from

Telghani Naka to
Ramnagar.

On this occasion, the
residents of Ramnagar
welcomed the Chief
Minister very enthusiasti-
cally and expressed their
gratitude by showering
flowers on him.

With the commissioning
of this under bridge,
smooth traffic will be
available to the com-
muters from Samta
Colony, Agrasen Chowk to

Gudhiyari, Ramnagar and
Hirapur. The length of this
under bridge built by the
Public Works Department
is 272 meters and width is
7.5 meters.

Ramnagar residents
Radheshyam Kashyap and
Prem Kumar Lodhi said
that there was a long wait
for the completion of this
railway under bridge.
There is an atmosphere of
joy among the people due
to the inauguration of the
new underbridge by Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
Now people will not have
to travel long distance of
overbridge. People com-
muting from Samta
Colony, Agrasen Chowk to
Gudhiyari, Ramnagar,
Hirapur will be able to use
the under bridge. This will
also save money and time
and ease the traffic.

Residents of
Ramnagar
expressed their
gratitude by show-
ering flowers on the
Chief Minister

Ch’garh model is
being discussed all
over the country

Inauguration of
Kamal Vihar flyover
constructed at a
cost of Rs 25.38
crore

CAIT urge implementation of Standing
Committee recommendations 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1199:: CAIT  National
Vice President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi ,  States Working
President Vikram Singh Deo,
Parmanand Jain, Vashu Makhija,
State General Secretary
Suriender Singh, State Working
General Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay Agrawal
and state media incharge Sanjay
Choubey informed  the
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) has welcomed
the report of Parliamentary
Standing Committee on
Commerce submitted to Rajya
Sabha on  June 15th, on e-com-
merce. The CAIT has urged
Union Minister for Commerce,
Piyush Goyal to take immediate
effective steps in light of the
recommendations of the
Committee in order to protect
small businesses of the country
which is facing enormous heat
from the hands of global e-
giants by making e-commerce
as an uneven level playing field.
The CAIT has sought an audi-

ence with  Goyal to discuss the
issue.

“The report of the Standing
Committee is comprehensive
which has deliberated on cur-
rent scenario of e-commerce in
India and its recommendations,
if implemented will surely
remove the vicious atmosphere
which is prevailed in e-com-
merce trade. The report of the
Committee fully substantiate
the charges levelled by CAIT in
more than past two years
against few e-commerce com-
panies who are flouting the rules
& policies in order to captivate
not only the e-commerce but
retail trade of the Country as
well”-said CAIT National  Vice
President Mr. Amar Parwani
and State President  Mr.
Jitendra Doshi.

Mr. Parwani  and Mr. Doshi
appreciated the work of the
Committee which not only gave
ample time for the stakeholders
to submit their views but also
toured few cities and saw itself
the ground realties of e-com-
merce trade. The trade leaders

said that remark of the
Committee in introduction of the
report which says “The e-com-
merce market in India exhibits a
clear pattern of concentration,
where few e-marketplace giants
hold control over a large part of
the market, making them indis-
pensable for sellers/business
user seeking access to such e-
marketplaces’ sizeable online
consumer base” is alarming and
runs contrary to the democratic
principles of India and Digital
India vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Mr. Parwani &
Mr. Doshi  said that the report of
the Committee has dealt with
every aspect of e-commerce
trade in a most diligent matter
in which various observations
and remarks puts a question
mark on the current ecosystem
of e-commerce. The recommen-
dations of the Committee
speaks the about the real crux of
e-commerce business and there-
fore need to be looked seriously
and immediate steps needed to
purify the e-commerce trade in
India.

Two female
Naxalites surrender

Central Chronicle News

Konta, Jun 19: Two
hardcore female naxalites
of banned Naxal organi-
zation viz. Madkam Pojje
and Ranita alis Kosi
(PPCM) R/o Police
Station Bheji, having a re-
ward of Rs 8 lakh on their
head, surrendered with-
out arms before Yogyan
Singh DIG CRPF Sukma

range, Sunil Kumar SP
Sukma and Om Chandel .

Duo informed that it is
getting influenced by
‘Rehabilitation Policy’ of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Government and ‘Poona
Narkom campaign’ being
run by Sukma Police
(new morning, new be-
ginning) and developing
hatred from obsolete ide-
ology of Naxalite and fed-
up with their exploita-
tion, atrocities and dis-
crimination by outside
Naxalites and violence on
local tribals that they de-
cided to surrender.

Were having Rs 8
lakh award on their
head

MMaahhaassaammuunndd,,  JJuunn  1188::  Kumar
Gaurav of Bihar securing 7 points
secured the Mahasamund Trophy
All India FIDE Rating Chess
Tournament which concluded
here on Wednesday. He was pre-
sented with cash of Rs 21000 and
trophy and certificate by the
guests. In the same way, Sneha
Haldar of WB securing 7.5 points
was the runner’s up and was pre-
sented with cash prize of Rs
15000, trophy and certificate.

The chief guest of the five-day
long tourney was the President
Chhattisgarh State Chess
Association (CSCA) Raghvendra
Singh and it was chaired by
District Collector Nileshkumar
Kshirsagar and special guest was
DFO Pankaj Rajput, District pan-
chayat CEO S Alok, District
Sports officer Manoj Dhritlahare,
District Chess Association
President Dr DN Sahu and

Secretary State Chess
Association Hemant Khunte.

At the conclusion of this tour-
nament, President CSCA
Raghvendra Singhania said that
the players from all over country
were eyeing on this tourney.
Seeing the enthusiasm of players
it appears as if the those taking
part would bring laurels to the
country at national and interna-
tional level. Chess teaches a per-
son lot of things in life and CSCA
will take game of Chess to new
heights in Chhattisgarh, he

added. With help from
Chhattisgarh government,
International Grandmaster
Tournament will be organised in
the state from September
onwards and it will be in the
name of Mukhyamantri Trophy.
He also made an appeal to all
Chess players to take part in the
State Open Championship to be
held in Rajnandgaon from June 18
as it is associated with Chess
Olympiad.

On this occasion Collector
Nilesh Kshirsagar extended

greetings to the organisers and to
all the players for successful
organisation of the tournament.
He said that the game of chess in
itself is an art which teaches con-
centration, patience. Playing
Chess during student life not only
enhances intelligence, but also
develops human values.  He said
that through programme ‘chess-
in-school’, they will start training
in Chess in four different schools
of the district to promote the
game. In the rating tournament
under Men’s prize, a total of 10
Chess players were presented
with prizes. In this the first prize
went to Kumar Gaurav of Bihar
securing 8 points; second to
Sneha Haldar of WB with 7.5
points; third to Kishan Kumar
with 7.5 points; fourth to Kamad
Mishra of MP with 7.5 points;
fifth to Debpriyo Saha of WB with
7.5 points; sixth to Raja Bose of

Jhakhand with 7.5 points; 7th to
Vinod Kumar Sharma of
Chhattisgarh with 7 points; 8th to
Omji Verma of UP with 7.0 points;
9th to Yashad Bambeshwar of
Chhattisgarh with 7.0 points; and
10th prize to Mukesh Thakur of
Chhattisgarh with 7.0 points. In
the same way in the best female
Chess players of Chhattisgarh-
Pari Tiwari with 6.0 points was
presented prize; Sania
Dhruvanshi of Ch’garh with 6.0
points second; Anshul Mishra of
Ch’garh with 6.0 points as third;
Prachi Yadav of state with 6.0
points as fourth. In the award for
best Vetern - Sudhir Kumar of
Odisha got first place with 7.0
points; KRK Gupta of Rajashtan
with 6.0 points in second place
and Rajkumar Rai of Odisha with
6.0 points in the third and Mirza
Matin of Ch’garh with 6.0 points
in the fourth place.

Kumar Gaurav of Bihar lifts Mahasamund Chess trophy

Raipur, Jun 19: Under the
aegis of United Muay Thai
Association of India
(UMAI), Sports Muay Thai
Association Madhya
Pradesh is hosting senior,
junior, sub-junior( Boys

and Girls) National Muay
Thai Championship and
Pro Night Fight from June
16-22 at Shrimant Tukoji
Rao Pawar Indoor Stadium
Dewas.

Rudra Pratap Singh of
Raipur defeated player of
Assam in Age 17-51 kg cate-
gory to win gold for

Chhatisgarh. Misha Sindu
of Korba bagged second
gold (Age 17-51 kg catego-
ry) in Girls’ section after
defeating the player from
Maharashtra. Third gold
was won by Shruti Sahu 13
years, 36 kg category by de-
feating the player from TN.

To take part in this
event, 80 member
Chhattisgarh team (40
Boys, 40 Girls), 09
Technical Official, 04
Women Manager, 02 State
Association representative
which comprises of 95
members are in Dewas.
Most of the players from
Chhattisgarh are in quar-
ter final and semifinal in
their respective categories,
informs Anis Mmeon GS
Chhattisgarh Amateur
Muay Thai Association.

Three players bag gold for Chh’garh 

Rudra Pratap Singh Shruti Sahu and Misha Sindu 

At UMAI National
Muay Thai C’ship
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Jagdalpur, Jun 19: 

Children, parents and
teachers were very much
enthusiastic on the first
day of ‘Shala Pravesh
Utsav’ being organised
after long gap of two years
of Corona pandemic. This
programme was organised
in Government Higher
Secondary School,
D h a r a m p u r a .
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain was pres-
ent as the chief guest and
he welcomed the children
with garlands, sweets and
distributioni of textbooks
and uniforms.

He first welcomed
Kewalya Sonwani, a differ-
ently-abled student of pri-
mary school Kosabari and
Kanchan Yadav, a student
of primary school Kalipur
with flowers. During this,
he also provided financial
assistance under the
Mahtari Dular scheme to
the children who lost their
parents due to Corona dur-
ing this period. In the pro-

gram, Municipal
Corporation Speaker
Kavita Sahu, District
Panchayat CEO Rohit
Vyas, Education
Department’s Joint
Director Ramsagar
Chauhan, DEO Bharti
Pradhan, Deputy
Commissioner of Tribal
Development Department
Vivek Dalela, District
Mission Officer Akhilesh
Mishra along with offi-
cials of the Education
Department, staff and
school students were pres-
ent.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel was virtually con-
nected to this programme
from his official residence
in Raipur.

He also held talks with
the students and parents
who were excited with the
reopening of schools

closed due to Naxal vio-
lence of the division and
congratulated them.

It is noteworthy that 156
schools in Bijapur, 97 in
Sukma, 4 in Narayanpur,
in Dantewada and
Narayanpur of Bastar di-
vision have been restarted
with the efforts of the
state government.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister said that
the students will have to
carry out studies with
double the enthusiasm
and folding up theri
sleeves to meet up the loss
during last two years of
corona pandemic. He said
that this decision was
taken by the government
in view of the demand for
re-opening of schools
which were closed due to
Naxal violence. This has
brought lot of happiness

to the children and par-
ents in the region. He said
that where earlier gun-
shots used to reverberate,
now it is good to hear the
whispers of children. CM
said that the studies were
affected due to the Covid
pandemic, but various ef-
forts were made by the
teachers to control the co-
rona as well as to maintain
the level of education of
children.

Kawasi Lakhma and
Vice-Chairman of Bastar
Area Tribal Development
Authority Vikram Shah
Mandavi expressed their
gratitude to the Chief
Minister for the re-open-
ing of the schools. In-
charge Minister Kawasi
Lakhma said that now
peace is coming again in
the villages and happiness
can be seen among the vil-

lagers due to the re-open-
ing of schools, hospitals,
ration shops in the vil-
lages. Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand Jain
said that this year 80 per
cent in class X and more
than 85 per cent in class
XII examination results
are the result of change in
the field of education in
Bastar. He said that Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel is
continuously encouraging
the children for better ex-
amination results. He has
promised to take the stu-
dent who secured first po-
sition in the district in
class 10th and 12th exami-
nations in a helicopter.
The Parliamentary
Secretary said that the stu-
dent who secured first po-
sition in the district in
class X and XII examina-
tions would be given a
prize money of Rs 51-51
thousand. He said that
Yuvodaya Academy has
been established in the dis-
trict for the students
preparing for competitive
examinations, where chil-
dren of inner villages are
also climbing the ladder of
success after getting guid-
ance. Appealing to the par-
ents to send their children
to school regularly, he ex-
pressed the hope that max-
imum number of children
of Bastar district will get a
place in the merit list.

Jain welcomes children with
garlands of flowers, sweets

Also distributes textbooks and uniforms on occasion of ‘Shala Pravesh Utsav’

 Under the Mahtari

Dular Yojana, 

financial assistance

of Rs 5000 each was

given to the children

who lost their 

parents to Corona.

Fingeshwar, Jun 19: 

In the year 2020-21 in
Kaundkera village of the
district, a severe hail-
storm had destroyed
standing crops of many
farmers, on which the vil-
lagers had demanded the
amount of compensation
for the destroyed crop
from the district adminis-
tration.

CM announced to give
the amount of compensa-
tion and had asked the
Collector to conduct a sur-
vey regularly and submit
it to the government after
preparing a Girdawari re-
port. But it is being alleged
by the villagers that
Ahishek Chaturvedi, the
then patwari prepared a
report without survey and
also as per the villagers

got 100% compensation
amount to his relatives.

Not only this, the vil-
lagers say that there are
many people in whose
name only 1 or 2 acres of
agricultural land is
recorded, but they claimed
compensation for 15 to 20
acres of land and they
were provided 100% of the
crop compensation
amount by the patwari.
Also, there are many farm-
ers whose names are miss-
ing from the survey re-
port, even though they are
the actual beneficiaries,
the villagers have claimed.
The villagers came to
know about this when the
names of the farmers who
got crop compensation
were assessed in front of
everyone in the Gram
Sabha. The villagers have

also accused regional BJP
leaders behind the act.
However, the villagers
wanted to conduct a high-
level investigation by a
team of state officials, ex-
cept the district officials,
by putting up a chaupal in
public.

On this demand of the
villagers, the Gariaband
Collector along with Rajim
Tehsildar Revenue Staff,
set up a Jan Choupal in
the market square of
Kaundkera and assured to
take appropriate action in
the matter after listening
to the problems of the vil-
lagers.

At the same time,
District Panchayat CEO
Roktima Yadav has also as-
sured the villagers to take
strict action against the
culprits.

Collector assures action against
fake compensation beneficiaries

Dantewada, Jun 19: 

Aazadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav Inkdew Lit
Fest was organised by
Inkdew Publications in
collaboration with
Sahitya Academy
National Academy of
Letters and National
Aluminium Company
Limited with gaiety at
Damanjodi of District
Koraput, Odisha from
11th to 13th June 2022.
Entire Lit Fest was suc-
cessfully managed by Dr
Manoj Kishore Nayak
Founder Inkdew
Publications, Pradeep
Kumar Hota Chief
Advisor Inkdew
Publications, Ashok
Kumar Patnayak Chief
Editor Seemanta.
Yogendra Mahapatra,
lyricist of Pani Marigala
Jhain Chhattisgarhi
Song and Mrs. Urmila
Acharya, President
Awardee from Jagdalpur,
Chhattisgarh and
Amujuri Biswanath,
Author Educationist,
Aastha Vidya Mandir
Jawanga Dantewada
Chhattisgarh participat-
ed actively in literature
and poetry sessions.
Amujuri Biswanath pre-
sented self written
English poem on
‘Because Life is
Beautiful’ and Hindi
poem on ‘Papa Aap Bahut

Yaad Aate Ho’ and ‘Han
Yeh Akhanda Bharat
Bhoomi Hai’ which
touched every audience,
poets emotionally and lit-
erary. Dr Manoj Kishore
Nayak Founder Inkdew
Publications honoured
Amujuri Biswanath with
momento and citation for
his wonderful poetry. The
inauguration ceremony
was started by Chief
Guest Sushil Kumar
Padhee, Executive
Director NALCO and
guests of honour M. P.
Samal Group General
Manager (H&A) NALCO,
P. K. Behera Group
General Manager (CRG)
NALCO, Krushna Singh,
freedom fighter
(Sarvoday Movement).
Special guest Member of
P a r l i a m e n t
Nabarangapur Ramesh
Chandra Majhi expressed
his voice on literature

and arts and released
new books namely
Glorious India, The Fire
Flies, The Words of the
World, Tinipada, Dehant
Pare. Everyone is a Poet,
Women in Indian
Literature, Meri
Kavitayein, Conversation,
Literature knows no
Border : One World One
Family, The Midnight
Poetry Show sessions
were brought energy and
creativity. Dharmaraj
Majhi, Sushil Kumar
Gochhayat, Sonal
Maharana, Dr Sumant
Kumar Padhy, Rasmita
Barik, Durgaprasad
Padhy, Ashok Kumar
Pattnaik and Kaustubh
Patnayak received
National Poet Awards and
Social Service Awards.
On second day, Shri Alok
Kumar Anugulia, Deputy
Collector, Koraput Odisha
attended the closing cere-

mony program as Chief
Guest and congratulated
all poets and authors for
their magnificent works.
MP Nabarangapur
Ramesh Chandra Majhi
and Alok Kumar
Anugulia Deputy
Collector Koraput felici-
tated Amujuri Biswanath
with an award certificate
for his poems and write-
up. Various discussions
like Tribal Literature: Its
impact on modern era,
Poetica De Aboriginals,
Experiment of an Artists,
Multilingual Poetry
Session were successfully
conducted.

Students of Sai Care
Education Institute,
Nabarangapur, Odisha
performed tribal dances
to present local folks cul-
ture of Koraput, Odisha
and set the glory of litera-
ture in leadership of
Durga Padhy. On third
day, Poetry on Wheels
through song, presenta-
tion was organised where
the authors went to
Deomali Hill, the highest
mountain peak of
Odisha. Sarita Nayak and
Khushboo Kumari man-
aged stage with melliflu-
ous voice continued the
fluency of literature to
success the program.

In this Lit Fest poets
from 12 states of India,
Bangladesh, Nepal and
UAE participated actively.

Poets and authors present literary write up
In Aazadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav Inkdew National Lit Fest

‘Cleanliness
workers face

injustice’ 

TTiillddaa--NNeeoorraa,,  JJuunn  1199:: Part-time

School Cleanliness Workers

Association are on strike in sup-

port of their demands and

Pramod Sharma MLA

Balodabazar extending his sup-

port to this strike termed that

government has done injustice to

these workers. He added, no

body from the administration has

come for talks with them and

they are on strike for 122 days.

Cleanliness workers in large

number are at Budhatalab

Dharna venue and are even ready

to tender mass resignation.  MLA

Sharma said, Congress govern-

ment assured that within 10 days

after coming to power they will

regularize the services of all

cleanliness workers in school but

even after three and half years

they have not been regularized.

The schools have opened from

June 16 and staff who are sup-

posed to maintain cleanliness in

schools are on strike but adminis-

tration is not interested to listen

to them. MLA added, these work-

ers receive Rs 2300 as wages per

month and questioned that how

it is possible to earn livelihood

with this small amount.

Konta, Jun 19: 

An  unique initiative
was  taken by the Central
Reserve Police Force in
Sukma district along with
the civic action program
for the villagers as well as
for the animals now by the
241 Bastariya Battalion
Minpa Camp.

Minpa Camp is a
Central Reserve Police
Force camp located in a
very sensitive and Naxal
affected area in dense
forests under Chintagufa
Police Station District
Sukma area of ??Konta
Block.

At present, there is an
outbreak of severe heat,
which continues every
year from March to June
till the arrival of mon-
soon. During this period,
at times the temperature
has crossed 40 to 45 de-
grees. This is an area in
which rivers, streams,
ponds dry up from March
to June. Here water is not
available for humans as
well as animals, birds and
animals. Human beings
make arrangements for
water from wherever they
go. But the biggest prob-
lem is to the animals, birds
and animals in this sum-
mer season. These
speechless people are un-
able to speak their plight
to anyone.

In these months, small
calves of cows, small chil-
dren of birds and wild ani-
mals lose their lives in the
forest due to lack of water.
Many times animals were
seen roaming around the
camp in search of water in
the wet areas of the
camp’s waste water, in
such a situation, C. 241
Bastaria Battalion CRPF,
on the request of the vil-
lagers, took a decision to
offer water to cows, bulls,
birds and wild animals.
Apart from this, due to the
death of wild animals, ani-
mals and birds due to lack
of water, the forest will
also become devoid of ani-
mals and the environment
will also be affected.

The villagers expressed
their happiness to the
Company Commander
Subhash Chandra Meena,

CRPF C. 241 Bastaria
Battalion. Thus, on the
request of the villagers,
Padma Kumar, A.
Commandant 241 Bastaria
Battalion CRPF, Subhash
Chandra Meena, Assistant
Commandant built a
water tank for the animals
in the periphery of the
camp with the help / labor
of the soldiers of C,241
Bastaria Battalion.

The construction was
done and arrangements
were made to fill it with
water every day. When
the water tank was filled
with water, calves of cow
and buffalo, many types of
birds were drinking water
in it.

And the special thing is
that during the night, a
herd of deer was also seen
drinking water in Minpa
Camp.

Unique initiative for animals 
by Minpa Camp CRPF

In Sukma district, the
‘Shala Pravesh
Utsav’program was cele-
brated with full gusto.
Here this year the happi-
ness of the ‘Shala Pravesh
Utsav’was doubled. During
the Salwa Judum, the newly
admitted students were
welcomed with uniforms,
books in the 97 schools
destroyed by Naxalite vio-
lence, which started oper-
ating again.

The district level pro-
gram was organized at
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School, Sukma
where students and their

families had also reached
from the re-run schools in
the interior village. The
chief guest of the program,
Sukma District Panchayat
President Harish Kawasi,
Sukma Municipal President
Jagannath Sahu and other
public representatives,
Collector Vineet
Nandanwar,Superintendent
of Police Sunil Sunil Sharma
welcomed the newly admit-
ted students by garlanding
them, feeding them sweets
and provided bags, uni-
forms, and books. During
this, in his address, Harish
Kawasi reiterated the words

of Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar
and said that education is
the most important chapter
of human life. Education
gives man the ability to
think, understand and rea-
son. Human development
is possible only through
education. He said that
strengthening the educa-
tion system in rural areas
has been a continuous
effort of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and
Industries Minister Kawasi
Lakhma. To fulfill this, the
government is working with
commitment. Recalling his
school days, Collector

Nandanwar said that stu-
dents should always learn
from their mistakes and
failures. Teachers should
understand every student,
always       motivate them,
children will              defi-
nitely besuccessful. He said
that it is a collective effort
of all of us to provide better
education in the district,
education is such a power, a
formula that can change
everyone. Jagannath Sahu
and Superintendent of
Police Sharma also congrat-
ulated the newly admitted
students and wished them
bright future.

Konta/Sukma, Jun 19: 

After the summer vaca-
tion, now the bells will
ring again in the schools.
On June 16, ‘Shala
Pravesh Utsav’program
was celebrated by distrib-
uting uniforms, books to
the newly arrived stu-
dents across the state.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel joined the‘Shala

Pravesh Utsav’ program
through virtual medium
from his residence office.
During this, he congratu-
lated the children of 97
schools demolished dur-
ing Salwa Judum in
Sukma district on the
school entrance festival.
He discussed with class V
student Veko Kosa and en-
couraged him to study
diligently. The Chief

Minister spoke to the stu-
dent’s family member
Madkam Masa, who told
that he was deeply sad-
dened by the collapse of
the schools, due to which
the future of hundreds of
children of the village had
gone into balance. He had
no hope that the laughter
of the children would res-
onate in these schools
again, but he had faith in

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Today schools
are being run again in his
village Karigundam, and
children are building
their future. He ex-
pressed his gratitude to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Industries
Minister Kawasi Lakhma
and district administra-
tion for restarting the
closed schools.

‘Shala Pravesh Utsav’ celebrated with pomp in Sukma 
97 closed schools demolished by Naxal violence during Salwa Judum restarted 

Re-operation of demolished 97 schools, 
children are now building their future 

FLOODED ROAD

A biker wades through a flooded road after heavy rains, in Nagaon district, Sunday.

Prophet remarks row protests: 415
arrested, 20 FIRs registered in UP

Lucknow, Jun 19 (PTI):

The Uttar Pradesh
Police has arrested 415 peo-
ple and registered 20 FIRs
so far in connection with
the violent protests that
erupted in the state over
now-suspended BJP
spokesperson Nupur
Sharma’s remarks on
Prophet Mohammad.

Violence broke out in
Kanpur on June 3 and in
nine other districts of the
state on June 10 after
protests against Sharma’s

remarks during a TV de-
bate spun out of control.
At least 40 people, includ-
ing 20 police personnel,
were injured in the vio-
lence in Kanpur.
Additional Director
General of Police (Law and
Order) Prashant Kumar on
Sunday said that a total of
415 people have been ar-
rested and 20 FIRs regis-
tered in 10 districts so far
in connection with the vio-
lence on June 3 and June
10. Three FIRs each have
been registered in Kanpur

Police Commissionerate
and Saharanpur, seven in
Prayagraj and one each in
Firozabad, Aligarh,
Hathras, Moradabad,
Ambedkarnagar, Kheri
and Jalaun, he said.

The ADG said 97 people
have been arrested in
Prayagraj, 85 in
Saharanpur, 58 in Kanpur,
41 in Ambedkarnagar, 40
in Moradabad, 35 in
Hathras, 20 in Firozabad,
eight in Kheri, six in
Aligarh and five in
Jalaun.

Agnipath protests trigger fresh
friction between allies BJP, JD (U)
Patna, Jun 19 (PTI):

The protests against the
Centre’s ‘Agnipath’ scheme
that envisages recruitment
of soldiers on a short-term
contractual basis, triggered
a fresh war of words be-
tween the two ruling allies -
the BJP and the JD(U) - with
the former holding the
Nitish Kumar government
responsible for its “inability
to stop attacks” on the resi-
dences of saffron party
leaders.

Talking to reporters here
on Saturday, Bihar’s BJP
chief Sanjay Jaiswal, whose
house was vandalised by
‘Agnipath’ protesters, criti-
cised the state government,
alleging that its effort was
“inadequate” to stop violent
protests in the state. He held
Nitish Kumar-led coalition
government responsible for
what he termed as targeted
attacks on BJP leaders in
the state.

“When protestors at-
tacked my house in Bettiah
district on Friday, we called
the fire brigade...they said
fire tenders would come
only if the local administra-
tion allows it,” a visibly
upset Jaiswal told re-
porters.

Bihar Deputy Chief

Minister Renu Devi’s house
and several BJP offices
were also vandalised by the
protesters on June 17.

The state BJP chief said
targeting people at the be-
hest of the administration
and torching offices of a
particular party with police
as mute spectators are unac-
ceptable .

“We are part of the ruling
alliance, but something like
this has not happened any-
where in the country. It is
happening only in Bihar. As
a leader of the BJP, I con-
demn this incident and if
this is not stopped, it won’t
be good for anyone,” he
said.

Reacting to Jaiswal’s
comment, JD(U)’s national
chief Rajiv Ranjan alias
Lalan Singh, said, The cen-
tral government took a deci-
sion. There are protests in
other states too. Young peo-
ple are concerned about
their future, so they came
out to protest. Of course vi-
olence is not the way. We
can’t accept violence. But
the BJP should also listen to
what is worrying these
young people and their con-
cerns. Instead, the BJP is
blaming the administra-
tion,” Ranjan said in 
a video.

Iranian national held for posing as
intelligence agent, looting foreigners
New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

An Iranian national
has been arrested for al-
legedly impersonating
as an intelligence agent
and looting foreigners
visiting India on the pre-
text of checking their
bags on suspicion of car-
rying drugs, police said
on Sunday.

The accused has been
identified as 46-year-old
Hossein Rezafard
Ahmad, who resides in
Lajpat Nagar in south
east Delhi. He came to
India on May 21 on a
medical visa, they said.

After coming to India,
he befriended two others
who are currently ab-
sconding. The trio tar-
geted vulnerable foreign
nationals coming to the
national capital on med-
ical visa.

The accused used to

track the movement of
those who visited hospi-
tals and then followed
them, police said.

According to police,
Ahmed was arrested fol-
lowing a complaint filed
by a Sudanese national
at Lajpat Nagar police
station on June 16.

The foreign national
had come to India on
medical visa last month.
He alleged that he along
with his wife was re-
turning home from a
hospital in Greater
Kailash when suddenly
three people came in a
car and stopped them.

Thereafter, they intro-
duced themselves as offi-
cials from the intelli-
gence agency and start-
ed searching the vic-
tim’s bag.

“After searching the
bag, the accused fled
away from the spot.

When the complainant
looked into his hand
bag, he found that cur-
rency, including Rs
50,000, USD 6500 and
some Sudanese Pound,
was missing.

“Accordingly, a case
under section 379 (pun-
ishment for theft) of the
Indian Penal Code was
registered at Lajpat
Nagar police station and
investigation of the case
was taken up,” a senior
police officer said.

The CCTV footage of
the cameras installed
near the place of inci-
dent was analysed and a
suspected car was iden-
tified.

When the owner of
the car was contacted,
he said he had sold the
vehicle around three
months ago to one
Nawab. On reaching
Nawab’s last address, it

was found that he had al-
ready left Gurgaon.
Then Nawab’s mobile
number was put on sur-
veillance, the officer
added.

“... the team finally
succeeded in arresting
Nawab’s co-associate
Ahmad and he was
taken into police cus-
tody,” Esha Pandey,
Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Southeast)
said.

During the course of
investigation, Ahmed
confessed to his crime
and USD 2,000, 4,000
Sudanese Pound, 28,000
Iranian Riyal, 200 Saudi
Riyal, 5,000 INR and a
car used in the commis-
sion of crime was seized
from his possession, she
said. Police said efforts
have been taken to trace
the associates of the
Iranian national.

Thackeray slams Centre’s Agnipath’ scheme, says
wrong to play with lives & ambition of youth

Mumbai, Jun 19 (PTI):

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Sunday hit
out at the Centre over its
‘Agnipath’ military re-
cruitment scheme and
said it was wrong to play
with the lives and ambi-
tions of the country’s
youth.

Addressing Shiv Sena
MLAs and senior leaders
on the occasion of the
party’s 56th foundation
day, Thackeray said if the
youth do not have jobs,
there is no use of speaking
only about Lord Ram. He
said farmers were the first
to take to the streets
against some the of the
Centre’s agri laws .

“You must assure only
what you can deliver, “ the
chief minister said. Why
give names like ‘Agniveer’
and ‘Agnipath’ to schemes
which have no meaning?
What will the youth aged
17 to 21 years get after four

years? he asked.
“Having soldiers on con-

tract is dangerous, and
playing with the ambi-
tions and lives of youth is
wrong. There is no use of
only speaking about Lord
Ram, if the youth do not
have jobs,” the Sena presi-
dent said.

He said Maharashtra
was calm, despite violent
protests in some parts of
the country against the
‘Agnipath’ scheme. “Today
may be my day, tomorrow
some one else will emerge
as a better alternative,” he
added. The Centre had on
Tuesday announced the
scheme, saying youth be-

tween the ages of 17 and-a-
half and 21 years would be
inducted for a four-year
tenure in the armed
forces, while 25 per cent of
them will be subsequently
inducted for regular serv-
ice. The youths to be re-
cruited under the new
scheme would be called
‘Agniveer’.

Later, in an attempt to
pacify the protesters, the
government on Thursday
increased the upper age
limit for recruitment
under the ‘Agnipath’
scheme to 23 years from 21
for the year 2022.

As the protests intensi-
fied in various parts of the
country, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on
Saturday approved a pro-
posal to reserve 10 per cent
of the jobs in various or-
ganisations under the
ministry for recruits
under the ‘Agnipath’
scheme if they meet the
requisite eligibility 
criteria.

Mamata may not attend Pawar’s meet on Prez poll
Kolkatta, June 19:

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee is unlikely to par-
ticipate in the opposition
meeting convened by NCP
chief Sharad Pawar on
June 21 on the upcoming
presidential poll due to
prior engagements, a TMC
functionary said on
Sunday.

A senior TMC leader
will be present at the pro-
posed meeting, he said.

“Mamata Banerjee will
not be able to attend the
meeting as she has some
prior engagements. She

has also conveyed it to
Sharad Pawarji. But a
leader from our party will
be present there,” a senior
TMC functionary said.

During the first such
meeting called by Banerjee
in Delhi on June 15 to for-
mulate a strategy for the

upcoming presidential
poll, it has been decided
that a common candidate,
who will “uphold the dem-
ocratic ethos of the coun-
try”, will be chosen as the
opposition nominee. As
many as 17 parties attend-
ed the meeting.

Leaders of the Congress,
Samajwadi Party, NCP,
DMK, RJD and the Left
parties attended the over
two-hour-long meeting
called by the Trinamool
Congress supremo, while
the AAP, SAD, AIMIM,
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi and Odisha’s rul-
ing BJD skipped it.

Central govt changing face of Delhi,
modernising it: PM Modi

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
asserted that modern de-
velopment work being un-
dertaken by the Centre is
changing the face of Delhi
and modernising the na-
tional capital.

Speaking after inaugu-
rating the main tunnel
and five underpasses of
the Pragati Maidan
Integrated Transit

Corridor project here,
Modi cited a number of
initiatives, including
Eastern and Western
Peripheral Expressways,
more than doubling of
metro tracks in Delhi-NCR
and the Delhi-Meerut
highway, among other
things, as steps taken by
his government to solve
the region’s problems.

Delhi has received a
beautiful infrastructure
gift from the central gov-

ernment, the prime minis-
ter said after inaugurating
the project. He noted that
the project will help save
55 lakh litres of fuel and
cut down pollution.

Modi said his govern-
ment looks at increasing
urbanisation as an oppor-
tunity and has been work-
ing to boost ease of living
for the people.

The inauguration of the
1.6-km-long tunnel, which
will be Delhi’s first, will

allow commuters travel-
ling to India Gate and
other central Delhi areas
from east Delhi, Noida
and Ghaziabad to ditch
traffic snarls at ITO,
Mathura Road and
Bhairon Marg, and there-
by save time, fuel and
money.

“Time is money,” Modi
said, adding that if the
government announces
Rs 100 for people, then it
makes headlines but if Rs
200 is saved, it is not talked
about much.

Modi also lauded the
artwork adorning the tun-
nel and underpasses, and
suggested that they should
be closed for traffic for a
few hours on Sundays so
that people can walk and
take a look at the art.

He added that he will
also ask MPs to do so.

The Pragati Maidan
Integrated Transit
Corridor project has been
built at a cost of more
than Rs 920 crore and is
entirely funded by the cen-
tral government.

It is aimed at providing
hassle-free and smooth ac-
cess to the new world-class
exhibition and convention
centre being developed at
Pragati Maidan to facili-
tate easy participation of
exhibitors and visitors in
the programmes being
held there.
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BRIEF

Poor monsoon
New Delhi: Already
reeling under the
after-effects of tor-
menting heatwaves,
India cannot afford to
have a poor monsoon
which could spell dis-
aster for its agricul-
ture-based economy,
experts have said,
hoping a revival of
monsoon rains will
ease food inflation and
ensure food security.
The monsoon ac-
counts for around 70
per cent of the coun-
try’s annual rainfall
and irrigates 60 per
cent of its net sown
area. Nearly half of
the population de-
pends on agriculture
directly or indirectly.
A bad monsoon in-
variably means bad
crop production and
inflation.

15-year-old held for rape
Dehradun: A 24-year-
old woman house-
keeping staff of a five-
star hotel here was
raped allegedly by a
15-year-old boy, police
said on Sunday. The
boy has been taken
into custody and sent
to a juvenile correc-
tional home, they
said. The boy, who was
staying in the hotel
with his parents,
barged into a ladies
washroom on Friday
and raped a woman
housekeeping staff
who was charging her
mobile phone there,
Station House Officer,
Rajpur police station,
Mohan Singh said.
The woman’s cries for
help could not be
heard as the accused
locked the washroom
from inside, he said.
The woman’s medical
examination has con-
firmed rape, the SHO
said.

2 injured
Mumbai: Two broth-
ers were injured after
a big and heavy stone
rolled down a hill and
hit their hut in
Mumbai in the early
hours of Sunday, a fire
official said. The inci-
dent took place when
the victims, aged 20
and 25, were sleeping
inside their hut in
New Bharat Nagar lo-
cality of suburban
Chembur, he said.
Both the injured per-
sons were rushed to
the Sion Hospital and
they were stated to be
out of danger, the offi-
cial said.

16-year-old boy killed
Itanagar: A 16-year-old
boy was killed in a mas-
sive landslide in
Arunachal Pradesh’s
Papum Pare district on
Sunday, police said.
The landslide hit
Yupia, the district
headquarters, around 8
am. The boy, identified
as Rage Hilli, was rid-
ing a motorcycle and
got buried in the de-
bris, Papu Hills police
station inspector O
Ronang told PTI. His
body was later re-
trieved from under the
debris.

Dummy message
Bhubaneswar: A
dummy message’
from the official
Twitter account of
the Special Relief
Commissioner
(SRC), Odisha on
Sunday created a
flutter among the
people with many
making queries on
the intention behind
such a move. The
SRC’s dummy mes-
sage said an impend-
ing’ Cyclone Sitrang’
is likely to cross
north Odisha close to
Dhamra as a very se-
vere cyclonic storm
with a maximum
wind speed of 155
kmph.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Union Minister of Commerce & Industry Piyush Goyal,
Union Minister of Housing & Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri and Union MoS of
Commerce & Industry Anupriya Patel, arrives for a ceremony to dedicate to the nation
the main tunnel and five underpasses of Pragati Maidan Integrated Transit Corridor
Project, in New Delhi, Sunday.

Thiruvananthapuram, Jun 19 (PTI):

Union Minister of State
for External Affairs V
Muraleedharan on Sunday
alleged that BJP has “grave
suspicions and concerns”
that Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan may be a
participant in the gold
smuggling case, based on
the conduct of his govern-
ment in the matter. The
statement was in response
to a query from a reporter
as to whether BJP believes
that Vijayan has any in-
volvement in the smug-

gling case subsequent to
revelations made against
him by a key accused in the
matter. He said that this be-
lief emanates from the fact
that the Left government’s
General Administration
Department, which comes
under the CM, had alleged-
ly unlawfully issued diplo-

matic identities to UAE
consul employees.

The Union Minister fur-
ther alleged that the kind
of relationship that the CM
had with the consul em-
ployees was unheard of in
other states where such
consulates exist and ques-
tioned the need for such
contacts with employees of
the UAE consulate here.

He told the media that
the Left government has
taken steps which have
‘posed obstacles’ in the
probe being carried out in
the case by investigating

agencies like the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED). This was evident
from the fact the ED offi-
cials had to resort to litiga-
tion against the
Commission of Inquiry set
up by the state govern-
ment, he claimed.

Such attempts by the
state would distract and
dishearten the officials
from going ahead with the
probe, he further claimed
and questioned the Left
government’s intentions
behind such steps when it
itself was contending there

should be a fair probe. He
also clarified that while he
never said Kerala Police
and its Crime Branch were
incompetent, they were un-
able to perform their du-
ties properly due to the al-
leged poltical intereference
of the state government.
Muraleedharan said as
long as Narendra Modi
was Prime Minister, no
one involved in smuggling
or corruption would be
able to escape from the
clutches of law and there
would be no settlement of
such cases.

Kerala CM may have been participant in gold smuggling case: Muraleedharan

‘Insult’ to Hindu Gods: Cong leader’s
house attacked in Karnataka

Mangaluru, Jun 19 (PTI):

Unidentified miscre-
ants attacked the house of
Congress IT cell secretary
V Shylaja Amarnath at
Puttur in Dakshina
Kannada district in
protest against the
derogatory’ remarks on
Hindu Gods allegedly
made by her through so-
cial media, police said.

Based on a complaint
from Hindu organisa-
tions, the police have reg-
istered a case against the
leader for making the

comments with the inten-
tion of creating enmity
between religions and
breaching peace in 
society.

The miscreants who
vandalised the house of
Shylaja, smashed the win-
dow panes and sprayed
black ink on the walls on
Saturday. The lawyer has
lodged a complaint with
the police in this connec-
tion.

Police reached Shylaja’s
house and conducted an
inspection. Investigation
is on, the sources said.
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PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

France’s Prime Minister Elisabeth Borne arrives to cast her vote for the second stage
of parliamentary elections at a polling station in Conde-sur-Vire, northern France on
June 19.

GO HOME CAMPAIGN

Rohingya refugees walk a “Go home campaign” rally demanding repatriation at
Kutupalong Rohingya camp in Cox’s Bazar on June 19. Tens of thousands of Rohingya
Muslims in Bangladesh’s southeastern refugee camps on Sunday have demonstrated
a “Go home” rally today ahead of the World Refugee Day.

BRIEF
Save soil walkathon

Houston: Hundreds
of people from differ-
ent walks of life in the
US participated in a
walkathon to promote
soil conservation and
urged the global popu-
lation to intensify ef-
forts towards increas-
ing the organic con-
tent of the world’s soil
to 3-6 per cent.
Organised by the Isha
Foundation in con-
junction with
Conscious Planet, an
effort to align human
activity to be support-
ive of nature and all
life on our planet, the 5
km walkathon was
part of a global effort
to secure the future
generation. According
to authorities, hun-
dreds of people, de-
spite scorching heat,
joined Save Soil move-
ment in over 60 cities
across North and
South America, for co-
ordinated walkathons
to raise awareness
about a silently brew-
ing crisis of soil degra-
dation.

Hot weekend
Berlin: People flocked
to parks and pools
across Western
Europe on Saturday
for a bit of respite
from an early heat
wave that saw the mer-
cury rise above 40 C
(104 F) in France and
Spain, and highs of 38
C (100.4 F) in Germany.
Officials warned of
wildfires across the
western
Mediterranean region
as high temperatures
and a long dry spell
made for combustible
conditions. The
European
Commission’s
Copernicus
Emergency
Management Service
said the fire risk was
extreme and very ex-
treme in much of
Spain, the Rhone river
valley in France,
Sardinia, Sicily and
parts of mainland
Italy.

Building collapse 
Philadelphia: A
building caught fire
and later collapsed in
Philadelphia, killing
one firefighter and in-
juring five other peo-
ple, two critically, after
all became trapped
early Saturday, author-
ities said. The fire was
reported just before 2
am Saturday in the
building in north
Philadelphia, eight oc-
cupants were safely
evacuated and the fire
had been declared
under control, officials
said. At 3:24 am, the
building collapsed,
Deputy Fire
Commissioner Craig
Murphy said. Lt. Sean
Williamson, 51, was
pronounced dead at
the scene after he and
another firefighter
were freed from the
rubble hours after the
collapse.

Mali peacekeepers
United Nations:
Tensions between
Russia and the West
are aggravating talks
about the future of one
of the United Nations’
biggest and most per-
ilous peacekeeping op-
erations, the force sent
to help Mali resist a
decade-long Islamic
extremist insurgency.
The U.N.’s mission in
the West African na-
tion is up for renewal
this month, at a
volatile time when ex-
tremist attacks are in-
tensifying. Three U.N.
peacekeepers have
been killed this month
alone. Mali’s economy
is choking on sanc-
tions imposed by
neighbouring coun-
tries after its military
rulers postponed a
promised election.

Islamabad, Jun 19 (PTI):

Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari said on Sunday
that his country was com-
mitted to follow interna-
tional standards related to
the counter-terrorism fi-
nancing and anti-money
laundering.

The Paris-based global
money-laundering and ter-
ror-financing watchdog
said on Friday that
Pakistan will continue to
be on the “Grey List” of
countries under increased
monitoring of the
Financial Action Task
Force (FATF).

It said Pakistan may be
removed from the list after
an on-site visit to verify
the implementation of its
reforms on countering ter-
ror-financing mecha-
nisms.

Let me reiterate the
Government of Pakistan’s
high-level commitment to

continue aligning our
AML/CFT regime with
global standards, Bilawal
said in a statement.

He said that Pakistan is
committed to continuing
this positive trajectory of
reforming the financial
sector as part of its larger
strategic objective of
strengthening its econo-
my.

The foreign minister
also expressed hope that

this good news from
FATF will restore confi-
dence in Pakistan’s econ-
omy and act as a catalyst
for sustained growth and
development.

I welcome FATF’s unan-
imous acknowledgement
of completion by
Pakistan of its 2018 and
2021 Action Plans, he
said, commending the
hard work and efforts of
Pakistan’s FATF team.

This was the result of
concerted national efforts
and complete harmony of
interests by all stakehold-
ers, he said.

Bilawal said Pakistan
looked forward to the on-
site visit and a successful
and early culmination of
the process leading to
Pakistan’s exit from the
grey list.

Pakistan has been on
the grey list of the FATF
since June 2018 for failing
to check money launder-
ing, leading to terror fi-
nancing, and was given a
plan of action to complete
the task by October 2019.

With Pakistan’s contin-
uation on the grey list, it
had increasingly become
difficult for Islamabad to
get financial aid from the
IMF, the World Bank, the
Asian Development Bank
(ADB) and the European
Union, thus further en-
hancing problems for the
country.

Pakistan committed to following
international standards to exit FATF

‘grey list’: Bilawal Bhutto Zardari

London, Jun 19 (PTI):

Prince William, the
Duke of Cambridge, on
Sunday released a new pic-
ture with his three chil-
dren to mark Father’s Day.

William, the second in
line to the British throne
who turns 40 on Tuesday,
is seen beaming as he is
flanked by Prince George,
8, and Princess Charlotte,
7. His youngest, four-year-
old Prince Louis, is play-
fully perched on his shoul-
ders as all four royals
smile for the camera
against a rocky backdrop
during a family holiday in
Jordan last year.

The image was released
on William and wife Kate
Middleton’s official
Kensington Palace Twitter
account with Father’s Day
wishes.

“Wishing a Happy
Father’s Day to fathers
and grandfathers across
the world today!” the mes-
sage reads.

A relaxed looking
William is dressed casual-
ly in a T-shirt and shorts,

while his kids look like
they were all sharing a
joke at the time. The set-
ting for the photograph,
thought to be at Petra, is
reminiscent of the back-
drop for the Hollywood
epic Indiana Jones and
The Last Crusade’.
William and Kate also
used a photograph from
the Jordan holiday for
their official Christmas
2021 card.

It has been reported that
the Duke and Duchess of
Cambridge, currently
based out of Kensington
Palace in London, are
planning to shift to a new

home Adelaide Cottage in
Windsor to be close to the
Queen and also Kate’s
own Middleton family in
Bucklebury. Being on the
royal Windsor estate in
Berkshire, it would not re-
quire additional taxpayer
funded security and the
couple will reportedly pay
rent on the Crown Estate
property privately.

While Anmer Hall in
Norfolk will remain their
family country retreat,
the Kensington Palace
apartments will be repur-
posed as staff offices, ac-
cording to UK media re-
ports.

Britain’s Prince William releases new
picture with his kids for Father’s Day

United Nations, Jun 19 (PTI):

There cannot be “dou-
ble standards” on religio-
phobia and combating it
should not be a “selective
exercise” involving only
one or two religions but
also apply equally to pho-
bias against non-
Abrahamic religions,
India has said at the
United Nations.

India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador TS
Tirumurti said that India
has been the greatest vic-
tim of terrorism, espe-
cially cross-border terror-
ism.

He called on countries
to develop an education
system that truly con-
tributes to combating ter-
rorism by promoting the
principles of pluralism
and democracy. “As we
have emphasised time
and again, combating re-
ligiophobia should not be
a selective exercise in-

volving only one or two
religions but should apply
equally to phobias
against non-Abrahamic
religions as well. Till this
is done, such internation-
al days will never achieve
their objectives. There
cannot be double stan-
dards on religiophobia,
he said.

Tirumurti was speak-
ing at a high-level event to
make the celebration of
the 1st anniversary of the
International Day on
Countering Hate Speech
titled Role of education to
address the root causes of
hate speech and advance

inclusion, non-discrimi-
nation, and peace’.

The strong statement
came just hours before
blasts in the Gurdwara
Karte Parwan in Kabul’s
Bagh-e Bala area on
Saturday in which two
persons, including a Sikh,
were killed and seven oth-
ers were injured.

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar
said in a tweet that the
cowardly attack on
Gurdwara Karte Parwan
should be condemned in
the strongest terms by all.

India has consistently
called, including at vari-
ous UN platforms, for
concerted efforts by the
international community
to combat hate and vio-
lence not just against
Abrahamic religions but
against all religions, in-
cluding Sikhism,
Buddhism and Hinduism.

On several occasions in
the UN, Tirumurti has
pointed out that contem-

porary forms of religio-
phobia can be witnessed
in the increase in attacks
on religious places of wor-
ship like gurdwaras,
monasteries and temples
or in the spreading of ha-
tred and disinformation
against non-Abrahamic
religions in many coun-
tries. India has said that
the shattering of the icon-
ic Bamiyan Buddha by
fundamentalists, the ter-
rorist bombing of the
Sikh gurudwara in
Afghanistan where 25
Sikh worshippers were
killed in March 2020 and
the destruction of Hindu
and Buddhist temples call
for condemning such acts
and religions also. The
emergence of contempo-
rary forms of religiopho-
bia, especially anti-Hindu,
anti-Buddhist and anti-
Sikh phobias is a matter
of serious concern and
needs the attention of the
UN and all Member States
to address this threat.

There cannot be ‘double standards’
on religiophobia, India at UN

TS Tirumurti

Kabul, June 19:

Islamic State Khorasan
Province on Sunday
claimed the responsibili-
ty for the Karte Parwan
Gurdwara attack in
Kabul. ISKP released a
statement claiming re-
sponsibility for the at-
tack. According to ISKP,
‘Abu Mohammed al
Tajiki’ carried out the at-
tack which lasted for
three hours. The group

claimed that besides sub-
machine guns and hand
grenades, four IEDs and
a car bomb were also
used in the attack.

It further claimed that
about 50 Hindu Sikhs and
Taliban members were
killed in the attack and
the attack was conducted
as revenge for the insult
of Prophet Mohammed
by an Indian politician.
However, in the attack,
only two people were

killed and seven others
were wounded. Strong ac-
tion has already been
taken against those who
made derogatory re-
marks.

A statement was also
issued by concerned
quarters emphasizing re-
spect for all religions, de-
nouncing insult to any
religious personality or
demeaning any religion
or sect. Vested interests
that are against India-

Kuwait relations have
been inciting the people
using these derogatory
comments. The
Bharatiya Janata Party
had suspended its
spokesperson Nupur
Sharma from the party’s
primary membership
and expelled its Delhi
media head Naveen
Kumar Jindal after their
alleged inflammatory re-
marks against minori-
ties.

IS claims responsibility for Kabul Gurdwara attack

Karachi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Pakistan in a goodwill
gesture on Sunday released
20 Indian fishermen who
have been languishing in a
jail here for the last five
years for allegedly fishing
illegally in the country’s
waters.

The twenty fishermen
were lodged at Malir dis-
trict jail in the Landhi area
of Karachi. They were sent
to Lahore on their way to
the Wagah border where
they will be handed over to
the Indian authorities.

Jail superintendent
Muhammad Irshad said the
fishermen were released on
the order of the federal gov-
ernment.

They were in jail for the
last five years. Today, they

were handed over to the
Edhi trust which will be re-
sponsible for taking them to
Lahore under police escort,
he said.

Irshad said the fishermen
were arrested by the
Maritime Security Force in
June 2018 and then jailed for
fishing illegally in
Pakistan’s territorial wa-
ters.

Faisal Edhi, who heads
the welfare foundation, said
all expenses and travelling
of the Indian fishermen
were being taken care of by
them. Edhi trust is a non-
profit social welfare organi-
sation. Pakistan and India
regularly arrest rival fisher-
men for violating the mar-
itime boundary which is
poorly marked at some
points.

20 Indian fishermen jailed in
Pakistan for five years released

Islamabad, Jun 19 (PTI):

Pakistan’s ousted prime
minister Imran Khan had “fas-
cist plans” to extend his rule
for 15 years and wanted to get
the entire opposition leader-
ship disqualified by the end of
this year, a senior PML-N min-
ister has claimed, according to
a media report on Sunday.
Speaking at a TV show,
Minister for Power Khurram
Dastagir said he had prior in-

formation that Khan wanted
to clean sweep the entire oppo-
sition leadership, including

Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) president and
incumbent premier Shehbaz
Sharif, Ahsan Iqbal and for-
mer Pakistan prime minister
Shahid Khaqan Abbasi.

Lending strength to his
claim, the minister recalled
the former prime minister had
also announced that the serv-
ices of 100 judges would be
hired to expedite cases against
his political opponents, the
Dawn newspaper reported.

Imran Khan wanted to rule for 15 years by getting
opposition leadership disqualified: Pak minister

Khurram Dastagir

Warren Buffett’s final charity lunch
draws record USD 19M bid

Omaha (US), Jun 19 (AP): An anonymous bidder
has shelled out a record USD 19 million for a private
lunch with billionaire Warren Buffet at a steakhouse
in New York City.

The meal with the Berkshire Hathaway CEO was
offered on an eBay auction to benefit the San-
Francisco-based charity GLIDE, which helps home-
less people and those in poverty. The winner can
bring up to seven guests.

Buffett has raised USD 53 million for GLIDE since
the auction began in 2000. The charity earned the
philanthropist billionaire’s support when his first
wife, Susie, introduced him to it after she started vol-
unteering there. She died in 2004.

This year’s event will be the first private lunch of-
fered with the 91-year-old billionaire since the previ-
ous record-setting bid of USD 4.5 million by cryp-
tocurrency entrepreneur Justin Sun in 2019. The past
two auctions were called off due to COVID-19 con-
cerns and Buffett has said this will be the last.

It’s been nothing but good, Buffett said of the chari-
ty lunch in a news release. I’ve met a lot of interesting
people from all over the world. The one universal
characteristic is that they feel the money is going to
be put to very good uses.

Babies don’t come with instruction
manuals. Children are at once joy-
ful, sad, confusing, predictable,
generous, selfish, gentle and mean.
What’s a parent to do when faced
with such perplexing offspring?
Given the complex interactions of
parent, child and surroundings, par-
ents often feel lost. Many may seek
answers in parenting books.

Parenting books are big business,
and there are tens of thousands of
titles for sale. The big question,
though, is: 

DDoo  ppaarreennttiinngg  bbooookkss  hheellpp??
How effective they are is a mat-

ter of debate, especially given the
lack of scientific evidence regarding
their usefulness. Limited research
has found that problem-focused
self-help books may be helpful to
readers think tips about time man-
agement or healthy eating. And
studies find that using books inde-
pendently to improve well-being
what psychologists call bibliothera-
py is somewhat effective for
addressing stress, anxiety and
depression.

So it makes sense that reading a
parenting book could be useful. In
terms of quality and usefulness,
however, they exist on a continuum.

We’re scholars of human devel-
opment, have taught thousands of
students about parenting and write
about family, parenting and devel-
opment through the lifespan. One of
us (Bethany) is the mother of six lit-
tle ones, while the other of us
(Denise) has two adult children, one

of whom is Bethany. We believe that
parents can become critical
thinkers and choose the books that
will be most appropriate for them.
Here are five questions to think
about when you’re looking for the
best parenting book for you.

A good parent doesn’t need a
Ph.D.; neither does an author.
However, an advanced degree in an
area related to parenting helps in
understanding and interpreting rel-
evant research.

Another consideration is the
experience of the author. Having
one or a dozen children does not
make someone an expert. Doing
more parenting doesn’t necessarily
make you better at it. Not having a
child doesn’t disqualify someone
from being an expert, either, but
should be thoughtfully considered.
We taught parenting classes before
having children, and it’s fair to say
that our own parenting experiences
have added depth, insight and even
grace to what we teach.

The reason someone wrote a par-
enting book can also be informa-
tive. Advice from authors who write
out of angst about their own
upbringing or who failed at parent-
ing should be taken with a grain of
salt.

Finally, don’t let celebrities’
books fool you. Most of these are
written by ghostwriters and are pri-
marily designed to sell books or
build a brand.

Psychology researcher and par-
enting expert Laurence Steinberg
writes that scientists have studied
parenting for over 75 years, and
findings related to effective parent-
ing are among the most consistent
and longstanding in social science.
If you notice inconsistencies
between parenting books, it’s
because few popular books are
grounded in well-documented sci-
ence.

How can you tell if a book is
grounded in science? Look for cita-
tions, names of researchers,
sources and an index. Also, learn

the basic principles of effective par-
enting determined through decades
of research and outlined by
Steinberg. They include: set rules,
be consistent, be loving, treat chil-
dren with respect, and avoid harsh
discipline.

If the book you’re considering is
not consistent with these guide-
lines, rethink its parenting advice.
Likely it’s based not on science but
opinion or personal belief. Opinion
and belief have a place, but science
is better in this space.

If the book is not interesting, you
are unlikely to finish it, much less
learn from it. Before taking a book
home, read the first page and flip to
a page in the middle to see if it
grabs your attention. Try to find
books that you can read in small
bites, skip around in, and return to
in the future.

Avoid books that contain psy-
chobabble, pseudoscientific jargon
that has an air of authenticity but
lacks clarity. For example, the pub-
lisher’s description of the book The
Indigo Children: The New Kids have
Arrived reads, The Indigo Child is a
child who displays a new and
unusual set of psychological attrib-
utes that reveal a pattern of behav-
ior generally undocumented before.

This pattern has common yet
unique factors that demand that
parents and teachers change their
treatment and upbringing of them
in order to achieve balance. To
ignore these new patterns is to
potentially create great frustration
in the minds of these precious new
lives. Pass.

Run, don’t walk, from any book
that tells you its method always
works or any failure is because of
you or worse yet, ignores failure.

It’s impossible to provide advice
for every single parent, child and
situation! An effective parenting
book appreciates context and com-
plexity and informs the reader that
not all answers are in the book. No
parent is perfect, but recognizing
weaknesses and failures leads to

growth and improvement, and no
child is completely malleable. Even
parents who do everything right
may have children who become
wayward.

Make sure the book provides you
with detailed instructions and
things to do, as well as ways to
track improvements. In other
words, make sure it is actionable.

Finally, a parenting book should
respect a parent’s instincts.

Some parenting books offer
insights related to general behavior,
like Raising Good Humans. Others
offer insights for specific issues,
like Safe Infant Sleep: Expert
Answers to Your Cosleeping
Questions. Likely, you will be more
motivated to read a book that
reflects your specific needs and val-
ues and leaves you feeling hopeful.

A word of caution, however. One
study found that parenting books
that stress strict routines for infant
sleep, feeding and general care
might actually make parents feel
worse by increasing depression,
stress and doubt. Parenting
research does not support overly
strict routines, and it’s easy to
understand why most of these par-
ents did not find such books useful.

When you read a parenting book,
the goal is to feel empowered, more
confident, excited and even
relieved. You are not alone, nor are
you the only parent with questions.

Psychologist Edward Zigler
described parenting as the most
challenging and most complex of all
the tasks of adulthood.

Yes, parenting can be tough. In
your parenting adventures, you’ll
likely need all the resources and
tools you can muster. With thought-
ful and critical explorations, you can
find books that enhance your per-
sonal wisdom and intuition to help
in raising these delightfully compli-
cated little humans. 

((WWrriitteerr  iiss  PPrriinncciippaall  LLeeccttuurreerr  iinn
SSoocciiaall  aanndd  FFaammiillyy  DDyynnaammiiccss,,
AArriizzoonnaa  SSttaattee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy))
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Violence will not
yield anything 

It is really unfortunate of
late to see so much violence
happening in various
protests connected to differ-
ent issues in various cor-
ners of our nation. The
protests against the
Agnipath recruitment
scheme are the latest one,
and it is heart-breaking to
see bloody violence, arson,
clashes and conflicts hap-
pening in the name of
protests. Be it the Agnipath
protests, protests connected
to comments on prophet
Muhammed, the Kerala
gold scam protests, or ED
questioning Rahul Gandhi -
what one can see is just
clashes and conflicts occur-
ring at the drop of a hat.
Violence is not going to yield
any good results. Our heads
have to hang in shame as
this is happening in a land
where the greatest of
preachers of peace and non-
violence was born. In a land
where the greatest apostle of
peace was born, it seems his
people have completely for-
gotten that. Gandhiji’s prin-
ciples and ideals paved way
for a nation and its people to
unharness themselves from
a powerful empire. And to
get freedom, Mahatma
Gandhi did not instigate his
people to follow the path of
violence and crooked ways
but plain non-violence, truth
and tolerance. There is a lot
of difference between the
generation the great
Mahatma led and that of
today. Even though most of
the people of that era were
poor, uneducated and unem-
ployed they did not resort to
unwanted arson, clashes
and conflicts and the credit
for that goes to the leaders
who were committed to the
cause, dedicated to their
motherland, transparent to
the core and duty-bound to
see that they worked along
with the followers teaching
them the right way to attain
whatever the aim be. Today
we have the so-called ‘lead-
ers’ seated in their air-condi-
tioned suites watching ar-
sons and clashes live and re-
mote controlling the activi-
ties done by their well-fed
mobs. They are neither seen
along with the followers nor
do they in reality feel the
heat of the conflicts. Poor
people, especially the youth
are just taken for a ride.
They are completely mis-
guided, instigated, incited
and brainwashed to the core
only for these pseudo lead-
ers to achieve their aims and
for their selfish motives. We
the citizens of a beautiful
nation rich in its culture and
heritage must truly intro-
spect ourselves, analyse the
matters in deep and choose
the right. Let us also not for-
get the Mahatma’s thought-
provoking words-be the
change you wish to see in
the world.

M Pradyu,Kannur.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

Kevin Pietersen
@KP24

Dylan getting intro-
duced by these two

friends of mine today.
Will post a video later

on how it goes!

Kamal Haasan
@ikamalhaasan

Warm wishes to @RahulGandhi
on his birthday.  Wishing him a

long, healthy & happy life.

Rajdeep Sardesai
@sardesairajdeep

In last 8 years, his critics have
made various charges against

@RahulGandhi  but the one
they haven’t made or been able
to stick on him is corruption. So

what does the ED case mean
politically?

Joe Biden@
JoeBiden

How well are you going
to sleep at night know-

ing that every five years
ultra-MAGA Republicans

are going to vote on
whether you’ll have

Social Security,
Medicare, and

Medicaid?

MMaaddhhuurrii  DDiixxiitt  NNeennee@@MMaaddhhuurriiDDiixxiitt
A father is a tough shield that protects his kids. Come what may, he will go great lengths to 

protect them, but also teach them the lessons that nobody else can. Happy Father’s Day to the world’s best dad!
Our boys are growing into the young gentlemen we always envisioned.

JJaaggaatt  PPrraakkaasshh  NNaaddddaa@@JJPPNNaaddddaa
Heartiest congratulations

@Neeraj_chopra1 for winning
gold medal at Kuortane Games
with a throw of 86.69m. Your

consistency and drive to win is
inspirational to everyone.

Whole country is proud of you.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh undertook a three-day tour of
neighbouring Vietnam quite recently. It was not just one of those
usual bilateral visits, rather it had wider ramifications. On record, it
was an occasion to mark the golden jubilee year of establishment of
ambassadorlevel relations between the two nations. But, what was
significant was the inking of a mutual logistics support pact for mil-
itary interoperability, making Vietnam the seventh country with
which New Delhi has entered into such an agreement. It is also the
first such major agreement that Vietnam has signed with any coun-
try. Since 2016, India has concluded such logistical pacts with coun-
tries such as Japan, Australia, France, Singapore, South Korea, and
the United States. This is a landmark agreement as it allows war-
ships, including defence aircraft, of the signatory state to refuel and
dock at each other’s military bases. The bilateral ties should be
seen in the context of the common threat that binds the two coun-
tries together, as they fall increasingly under Chinese territorial
encroachments on their respective neighbourhoods. Reports have
appeared in the media saying the China-funded naval base project
in Cambodia is for the “exclusive use” of the Chinese navy, some-
thing not palatable to both countries. The reports are bound to have
a considerable strategic bearing on Vietnam’s national security pol-
icy, perhaps more than any other country in the region. A new
Chinese presence in the Gulf of Thailand, if materialised, would
mean a significant expansion of its naval operational reach, provid-
ing a crucial strategic foothold for Beijing in the contested waters
of the Indo-Pacific. From India’s point of view, increasing defence
cooperation with Vietnam, which has a 3,260 km-long coastline in
the South China Sea, would mean an increasing role in the security
landscape of Southeast Asia and the broader Indo-Pacific.
Moreover, 55 per cent of India’s maritime trade passes through this
region, making it a crucial matter of commercial and economic
importance for India, alongside strategic and security implications.
India’s growing military capabilities, including its nuclear potential,
has ample power to instil confidence in regional countries as a
responsible and reliable partner that can contribute to regional
security in Southeast Asia. New Delhi’s frequent naval manoeuvres
in the region, including periodic port visits, passage exercises, and
other joint multilateral exercises such as ‘Milan’ and ‘Malabar’
clearly embody India’s strong resolve and commitment to a rules-
based international order. 

Rajnath Singh’s Vietnam
trip: The bigger picture

Excessive rainfall triggering massive landslides, disrupting road and
railway connectivity in the Northeast region brings the issue of
landslide risk mitigation to the centre stage of public discourse
every time these events occur, but it is soon forgotten once the dis-
aster period is over. Expansion of the highway and railway network
has also given rise to the number of landslide events and disruption
in the region. This gives rise to the question of whether recommen-
dations for landslide risk mitigation given by experts are strictly fol-
lowed while undertaking construction or expansion or roads, high-
ways and railways or other construction activities in the hilly
regions, or if the challenges have become more complex requiring
new solutions. The ‘Compendium of Task Force Sub Group Reports
on National Landslide Risk Management Strategy’ published by the
National Disaster Management Authority in 2019 lists a set of rec-
ommendations for landslide risks. These include, among others,
creation of a state-wise data base of all critical landslides on vari-
ous important lines of communications at national level. Allocation
of resources/fund available for mitigation needs based on criticali-
ty and inter se priority among critical landslides has been empha-
sized. The report flagged a key deficiency and questioned the pres-
ent engineering practice of relying on fragmentary approaches
involving “quick fix treatments of landslides”, and claims result in
recurrence, year after year, at the very same locations. The set of
recommendations include provision of adequate funding through
national landslide mitigation and management projects or by one-
time funding from the Central Government. The Task Force headed
by NDMA member Lt Gen (Retd) NC Marwah cautioned that the
answer to face a landslide crisis is not to end up doing patch work
of control but to achieve economy and bring speed in implementa-
tion by use of modern technology. The report highlights that geot-
echnical engineering practice is sufficiently advanced to blend the
short and long-term recommendations in a design package by tak-
ing recourse to the well-established observational method of design
and construction. It points out that “many landslides are the result
of human actions, which fail to prevent violence against our moun-
tain and river system.” The Task Force expressed the view that
every major slope failure and landslide generally begins as a minor
landslip or small slope movement and can be nipped in the bud. The
experts also suggested in the report that by preventing small land-
slips “at modicum of expenditure, we can prevent future landslide
catastrophe.” The report concludes that the stabilization of hill
slopes and mitigation of landslides is very important and a vital
aspect in overall landslide management. The compendium includes
study findings, observations and recommendations of six sub-
groups on Generation of User-Friendly Landslide Hazard Maps,
Development of Landslide Monitoring and Early Warning System,
Awareness Programmes, Capacity Building and Training of
Stakeholders, Preparation of Mountain Zone Regulations & Policies
and on Stabilization and Mitigation of Landslides and Creation of
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) for Landslide Management. The Task
Force cites the example of landslides at Sonapur in Meghalaya to
back its argument that permanent solutions to major landslides
may appear to be capital intensive and even unaffordable, but in
true analysis the benefits will far overweigh the cost. An investment
of Rs 11 crore on mitigation of “old perpetual trouble spot” at
Sonapur on the National Highway-6 had saved over a period of eight
years more than Rs 350 crore of direct/indirect cost of road closure.
Fresh landslides at the Sonapur stretch of the NH-6 on Thursday,
disrupting traffic between Silchar and Guwahati, raises the ques-
tion if the trouble spot was regularly monitored for detection of any
fresh trigger or if mitigation measures at the trouble spot need to
be updated to new requirements. Emphasizing on the role of local
residents and the importance of awareness drive among them
about landslide risks, the report states that the “locals are the first
and probably the best observers of the slow and progressive land-
slides in and around the place of their inhabitancy,” but it may
remain unnoticed due to lack of awareness or due to a gap in com-
munication with the authorities concerned. A key recommendation
of the Task Force, which calls for urgent attention of the authorities
concerned, is developing a seismicity-induced Landslide Early
Warning System for Himalayan and North-eastern States as hilly
regions in these states coincide with earthquake hazard zones.

Landslides have no 
quick fix solution
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Sand artist Sudarsan Pattnaik creates a sand sculpture on the occasion of Fathers Day, at Puri beach.

Babies don’t come with instruction manuals

NNiittiinn  GGaaddkkaarrii@@  nniittiinn__ggaaddkkaarrii
Connecting India With Prosperity!

New India of 21st Century is
focused on building the best infra-

structure facilities in the world.
Keeping it in mind, the project for
Six laning of Bengaluru Nidaghatta
Section of NH-275 is progressing

ahead with lots of promises.

FATHERS DAY SCULPTURE

DENISE BODMAN
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Online platforms 
Paris: Government's
platforms for vaccina-
tion of children,
organ and blood dona-
tion are expected to be
ready in six months
but data required to be
seeded on these plat-
forms may take some
more time, a top offi-
cial of National
Health Authority said
here. Speaking on the
sidelines of Vivatech
2022, Co-WIN chief
and National Health
Authority CEO R S
Sharma told PTI that
parents of children
will need to provide
information related to
birth and vaccination
of child for tracking
their vaccination
schedule and other
agencies will also
need to populate their
data like vaccination
centres etc for it to be
ready for use.

Bitcoin 
London: The price of
bitcoin fell below 20,000
for the first time since
late 2020 on Saturday,
in a fresh sign that the
selloff in cryptocur-
rencies is deepening.
Bitcoin, the most popu-
lar cryptocurrency, fell
below the psychologi-
cally important thresh-
old, dropping as much
as 9% to less than
19,000, according to
CoinDesk. The last
time bitcoin was at this
level was November
2020, when it was on its
way up to its all-time
high of nearly 69,000.
Bitcoin has now lost
more than 70 percent of
its value since reach-
ing that peak.

South Indian Bank
New Delhi: Private
sector lender South
Indian Bank has
raised the marginal
cost of funds based
lending rates by up to
0.20 per cent across
various tenors to be ef-
fective from Monday.
The Marginal Cost of
Funds Based Lending
Rates (MCLR) applica-
ble for multiple tenors
has been revised with
effect from June 20,
2022, South Indian
Bank said in regulato-
ry filing on Saturday.

Apple workers vote
Towson: Apple store
employees in a
Baltimore suburb
voted to unionize by a
nearly 2-to-1 margin
Saturday, a union said,
joining a growing
push across US retail,
service and tech in-
dustries to organise
for greater workplace
protections. The
Apple retail workers
in Towson, Maryland,
voted 65-33 to seek
entry into the
International
Association of
Machinists and
Aerospace Workers,
the union's announce-
ment said. The vote
could not immediately
be confirmed with the
National Labour
Relations Board,
which would have to
certify the outcome.

Wipro 
New Delhi: Wipro
Lighting on Sunday an-
nounced the creation of
a new business unit
combining Commercial
Lighting and Seating so-
lutions. The new organ-
isation has been created
to enable greater syner-
gies and accelerate
growth by leveraging
Wipro's common dealer-
ship network, as well as
servicing customers,
the company said in a
statement. "Wipro
merges its Commercial
Lighting and Seating
Solutions to create a
combined business
unit," the statement
said.

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

India has completely
protected the interests of
farmers and fishermen in
the recently concluded
ministerial conference of
the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) in
Geneva, commerce and in-
dustry minister Piyush
Goyal said on Sunday.

Goyal, who led the
Indian delegation for the
WTO talks, also said that
the decisions taken in the
conference will further
strengthen the role of the
multi-lateral body in pro-
moting global trade and
India championed the
cause of the developing
and under-developed coun-
tries.

Members of the Geneva-
based WTO on June 17 se-
cured a 'Geneva Package'
which included agree-
ments on curbing harmful
fishing subsidies and tem-

porary patent waiver for
production of COVID-19
vaccines. The four-day
talks of the 164-member
body, which started on
June 12, ended on June 17
after hectic negotiations.
"In the WTO ministerial
conference, we fully pro-
tected the interests of
farmers, MSMEs, and fish-
ermen. There will be no
burden on them. We pro-
tected their interests," the

minister said here at an
event where Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
dedicated to the nation the
main tunnel and five un-
derpasses of Pragati
Maidan Integrated Transit
Corridor Project.

The Integrated Transit
Corridor project is an inte-
gral part of Pragati
Maidan Redevelopment
Project. "Checks are being
placed on illegal fishing in

the high seas and our fish-
ermen will have full free-
dom in our EEZ (Exclusive
Economic Zones).
Similarly, we have ensured
the MSP (Minimum
Support Price) stays and
our farmers interests have
been protected," he said.

Developed countries en-
gaged in distant water
fishing would not be able
to provide subsidies for il-
legal, unreported and un-
regulated fishing activi-
ties, he added. Further, the
MSP operations for farm-
ers are also protected and
"farmers will not have any
problem," he said.

The WTO formulates
rules for global exports
and imports and adjudi-
cates disputes between
two or more than two na-
tions. As per its rules, all
decisions are taken by con-
sensus and a single mem-
ber nation can veto a deci-
sion.

India fully protected interests of farmers,
fishermen at WTO meet: Goyal

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

The Reserve Bank's
'Payments Vision 2025' doc-
ument, which seeks a
three-fold jump in the
number of digital pay-
ments, is progressive and
aims to establish India as a
powerhouse of payments
globally, opined industry
players.

The RBI on Friday came
out with its 'Payments
Vision 2025' document
which also talks about
ring-fencing of domestic
payment systems, includ-
ing the need to mandate
domestic processing of
payment transactions, in
view of the emerging
geopolitical risks.

The core theme of the

vision documents is 'E-
Payments for Everyone,
Everywhere, Everytime'
(4Es), with an overall ob-
jective to provide every
user with safe, secure, fast,
convenient, accessible,
and affordable e-payment
options. Commenting on
the document, Rajesh
Mirjankar, MD and CEO,
Kiya.ai, said the Payments
Vision 2025 is progressive
and has an outlook to es-
tablish India as a power-
house of payments global-
ly. "One of the most impor-

tant forward-looking ini-
tiatives is the global out-
reach of UPI, RTGS, NEFT
and RuPay cards with in-
ternationalisation, where
bilateral treaties with na-
tions especially covering
the USD, GBP and Euro
will hugely benefit Indian
residents and their coun-
terparties overseas with
online realisation at lesser
costs," said Mirjankar.

Dilip Modi, founder of
Spice Money, said while
the pandemic raged across
the country, India was on a
path to realising its pay-
ments vision, and digital
payments grew phenome-
nally in volume and popu-
larity, with a constant
thrust from the govern-
ment and the rise of rural
fintechs.

It is heartening to note
that the RBI takes meas-
ures that will further en-

hance safety and security
for rural citizens, where
digital and financial litera-
cy continues to be core
challenges, he said.

V Swaminathan,
Executive Chairman,
Andromeda Loans and
Apnapaisa, said the RBI
came out with its
Payments Vision 2025 doc-
ument to check the flow of
cash in distribution and
enhance the overall digital
transactions in the coun-
try.

"Overall, the RBI seems
to be pushing digital trans-
actions and reducing the
time taken in various set-
tlements. With the UPI on
its side, the momentum is
on the rise and the nation
looks forward to having
multiple options to trans-
act irrespective of the
quantum of the amount to
be transacted," he said.

Mumbai, Jun 19 (PTI):

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Saturday said
the auto industry should
go for need-based research
to address various issues
of the sector from fuel to
engineering.

While addressing the sil-
ver jubilee celebration
program of the Society of
Automotive Engineers
India (SAEINDIA) in
Pune, the Road Transport
Minister said there is a
need for the auto industry
to go for need-based re-
search that will help the
poor.

"You (auto industry)
should address issues
from fuel to engineering --
need-based research with
an understanding of the
country's requirements,"
the minister said.

He said, the automobile
industry should always
have a vision that will help

the country in becoming
self-reliant and the empha-
sis on quality should be a
priority.

The automobile indus-
try is one of the biggest
strengths of the country
with a turnover of Rs 7.5
lakh crore, exports of Rs
3.5 lakh crore, a GDP con-
tribution of 7.1 per cent,
manufacturing GDP of 49
per cent and providing
jobs to over 4.5 crore peo-
ple, he said.

"I believe that before the
end of 2025, our automo-
bile sector will become the
world's number one manu-
facturing hub and we will
be exporting to the entire
world," the minister said.

Auto industry should go
for need-based research
to help the poor: Gadkari

Vi enhances
4G network

strength 
Bhopal, Jun 19: 

Leading telecom brand Vi, has
enhanced its 4G experience in
Madhya Pradesh & Chhattisgarh
enabling its customers get a bet-
ter network experience and
faster speeds. Vi has till now
deployed the highly efficient
900MHz spectrum on 3043 sites
as well as 1800 MHz band on
11772 sites in Madhya Pradesh &
Chhattisgarh empowering its
customers to enjoy stronger net-
work indoors while they work,
study, socialize, access enter-
tainment, ecommerce and other
digital services. In addition, Vi
Customers in commercial/resi-
dential areas of Indore, Bhopal,
Gwalior, Jabalpur, Raipur, Ujjain,
Bilaspur, Dewas, Dhar and other
important towns are experienc-
ing enhanced voice and data
experience even indoors in high
population pockets of these
cities. During a visit to Bhopal,
Abhijit Kishore, Chief Operating
Officer, Vodafone Idea, said “I
would like to extend an invita-
tion to pre-paid and post-paid
mobile phone users in Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh to
enjoy a superior, upgraded 4G
experience on the Vi network." 

RBI  aims to establish India as powerhouse
of payments globally, say experts

̈ ‘Payments 
Vision 2025’

SIGNING CEREMONY

Qatar's Minister of State for Energy Affairs and President and CEO of QatarEnergy Saad Sherida al-

Kaabi (R) shakes the hand of Claudio Descalzi, CEO of Italian multinational oil and gas company ENI,

during a signing ceremony at the QatarEnergy headquarters in Doha on June 19. Italian company Eni

joined Qatar Energy's project to expand production from the world's biggest natural gas field, days

after Russia slashed supplies to Italy.

Bhopal, Jun 19:  

Kirloskar iGreen Version 2.0
was unveiled as the new vari-
ant for the power generation
business of Kirloskar Oil
Engines Ltd (KOEL), the lead-
ing manufacturer of diesel
generating sets in India.
The Gensets powered with the
R550 series of engines offer
compactness, fuel efficiency
and high power quality. The
new iGreen 2.0 version has a
30% volumetric reduction in
terms of a smaller footprint
and provides a renewed com-
mitment to its customers as a
reliable and efficient product,
and also reinstates the compa-
ny’s commitment of providing
innovative and state-of-the-art
products to its customers. The
launch of the Kirloskar iGreen
2.0 version further cements
the company’s undertaking of

being a complete back-up solu-
tions provider. These Gensets
have an improved product life
and are equipped with a bolt-
less canopy, while the silencer
inside the canopy ensures sav-
ing on space and enhances the
aesthetics of the product.
These products come with in-
built features like remote mon-
itoring of the Diesel
Generating set, where the
Genset actually does a self-
diagnosis and electronically
reports any problem to the
control room, thus safeguard-
ing itself against any possible
problems in the future. Like its
predecessor, the iGreen 2.0 DG
set comes with an inbuilt AMF
panel. This means that the
Diesel Generating set will
switch on automatically once
the grid power is off and
switch off automatically once
the grid power is on. 

Kirloskar launches
its iGreen 2.0 version

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman is
scheduled to meet the
heads of public sector
banks (PSBs) on Monday
to review the performance
of the lenders and the
progress made by them on
various schemes launched
by the government for the
revival of the economy.

Banks would be urged to
sanction loans for produc-
tive sectors to accelerate
the revival of the economy
facing headwinds includ-
ing from the Russia-
Ukraine war, sources said.

Last week during the
Iconic Week celebration of
the finance ministry,
banks conducted outreach
programs across the coun-
try where eligible borrow-

ers have sanctioned loans
on the spot.

The Finance Minister
would take stock of credit
growth, asset quality, and
business growth plan of
banks, sources said,
adding non-performing as-
sets (NPAs) of Rs 100 crore
and the recovery status
would also be discussed.

They said there would
be a comprehensive re-
view of various segments
and progress in govern-

ment schemes including
the Kisan Credit Card, and
Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee Scheme
(ECLGS).

In the Budget, ECLGS
was extended by a year till
March 2023. Further, the
guarantee cover for the
scheme was expanded by
Rs 50,000 crore to Rs 5 lakh
crore. The coverage, scope,
and extent of benefits
under ECLGS 3.0 for hos-
pitality, travel, tourism,
and civil aviation sectors
were expanded.

Also, the credit limit for
eligible borrowers was in-
creased to 50 per cent of
their fund-based credit
outstanding from 40 per
cent earlier. The enhanced
limit is subject to a maxi-
mum of Rs 200 crore per
borrower.

FM to meet heads of PSBs on Mon;
may urge them for credit growth

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

The Employees' State
Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) on Sunday decided
its health insurance
scheme ESI will be imple-
mented throughout the
country by the end of 2022.

Presently, the
Employees' State
Insurance (ESI) Scheme is
fully implemented in 443
districts and partially im-
plemented in 153 districts.
A total of 148 districts are
not covered under the ESI
Scheme.

The ESIC, under the
chairmanship of Minister
of Labour and
Employment Bhupender
Yadav, in its 188th meeting
held on Sunday has taken
significant decisions to
augment the medical care
and service delivery mech-

anism across the country,
a labour ministry state-
ment said.

It has been decided that
the ESI Scheme will be im-
plemented in the entire
country by the end of 2022,
it added.

By the end of the year,
the districts which are
partially covered and not
covered under the scheme
will be fully brought under
the ambit of the ESI
Scheme, the statement
said. The medical care
services will be provided
through establishing new
DCBOs (dispensary cum
branch offices), by empan-
elling mIMP (Modified
Insurance Medical
Practitioner) and tie-up
hospitals of Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan Mantri
Jan Arogya Yojana
(PMJAY).

ESIC to cover entire India under
ESI Scheme by year-end

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Home-grown video
streaming platform ZEE5 is
aiming for high double-digit
to triple-digit revenue
growth this year, riding on
the momentum built over
the last two years during the
Covid pandemic, which
acted as a catalyst for people
to explore content online, ac-
cording to a top company of-
ficial.

The platform, which had
recently unveiled 11 original
series in Telugu as part of
its strategy to cater to differ-
ent languages in the coun-
try, is also making invest-
ments in terms of "hun-
dreds of crores" this year for
content creation.

"We have big aspirations
and want to ensure we are
achieving high double-digit

or triple-digit growth this
year as well," ZEE5 chief
business officer Manish
Kalra told PTI when asked
about the company's rev-
enue growth expectations
for this year. In FY22, ZEE5's
revenue stood at Rs 549.6
crore, up 31 per cent from Rs
419.1 crore in the previous
fiscal. Explaining the rea-
sons behind the company's
bullishness, he said,"There
is an opportunity and
there's intent for users to
consume content online and
more and more of them are
coming..." Also, Kalra said,
there is "an appetite from us
to create content, and pro-
vide the right kind of con-
tent to audiences. We're in a
high growth, high valuable
industry right now and we
intend to keep on growing
significantly."

ZEE5 eyes high double-digit
growth this year

Bhopal, Jun 19: 

Cooke & Kelvey and
Rolex  announced the open-
ing of a new point of sale
located at the Currency
Tower Mall, G.E. VIP Road
Corner, in  Raipur (C.G),
India.

The new 55.8 sqm space
offers professional expert-
ise in an elegant setting,
one  that promotes a sense
of harmony, discretion, and
intimacy with the brand.

“As a historic partner of
Rolex in the Indian subcon-
tinent, we are very proud to
be  expanding the Rolex
presence to Raipur, uphold-
ing the highest standards of
quality  and service that are
integral to both the brand
and our own business,” said
Harsh  Khemka, Managing
Director of Cooke & Kelvey
Pvt. Ltd.

Cooke & Kelvey
opens new outlet 

Jaipur, Jun 19: 

Allen Career Institute (ACI),
the pioneers of organized
coaching for students in
India,  today announced its
foray into ed-tech with the
launch of its maiden digital
arm, Allen Digital Pvt. Ltd.
The Company, which has pio-
neered coaching for entrance
examinations such as JEE
(Advanced & Main) and NEET
(UG),  aims to dramatically
improve learning outcomes
for students in India and
beyond, through their new
digital venture. 
With the belief that circum-
stances should not hinder a
student’s career aspirations,
Allen Career Institute is plan-
ning to revolutionize how
career coaching is imparted
today with a blend of digital
and offline learning options.

ACI launches its
maiden digital arm

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

The telecom department
is moving ahead in full
stream towards ushering
the next round of reforms
in the sector and a commit-
tee, set up to make sugges-
tions on licencing reforms,
is expected to submit its re-
port to the Department by
the month-end, a senior offi-
cial said.

Even as hectic prepara-
tions are on in the
Department of Telecom
(DoT) for the upcoming
spectrum auctions, work on
the second set of reforms is
going on in parallel. Some of
these reforms may be an-
nounced by the July-August
timeframe.

The reforms span multi-
ple areas including licenc-

ing, wireless WPC, satellite
telephony, and other areas.
A DoT committee headed by
Member Technology is de-
liberating on the licencing
terms and conditions re-
forms, and is expected to
submit its report by the
month end, following which
Department of Telecom will
assess which measures in-
volve reference to Telecom
Regulatory Authority of
India (TRAI) and those
which can be taken forward
by the Department directly,
the official said.

The panel, which has
been formed, is looking at
various aspects of licence
reforms including licencing
terms and conditions, to
make things simpler and
easier for the licensee.

The idea overall is to en-

sure a simpler regime with
ease of doing business,
lower compliance burden,
as also reduction of certain
unnecessary charges, and
delayering of costs, said the
official privy to the develop-
ments. The second area is
WPC (Wireless Planning
and Coordination) reforms,
which is again a procedural
reform, aimed at making
things simpler, cutting
down the number of
processes, removing some
unnecessary fees, eliminat-
ing some approvals which
are required.

"That also is in the final
stages," the official said,
adding that 'saral sanchar'
portal will be revamped
next month to incorporate
and reflect the new features
and changes.

DoT’s committee on licencing reforms
to submit report by month-end

Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari:
Creators are always

in doubt, need
voice of reason

F
or filmmaker Ashwiny Iyer Tiwari,
it's very important for a creator to
have a voice of reason while making a

content piece because by nature creators
are always battling self-doubt a little
more than often.

The rationale comes from a business
mind, in her opinion.

The filmmaker, who has made films
like 'Nil Battey Sannata', 'Bareilly Ki
Barfi' and 'Panga' in the past, is gear-
ing up for the release of her web series
'Faadu', which stars Pavail Gulati and
Saiyami Kher.

Speaking at the sidelines of a
media event to celebrate the second
anniversary of the OTT platform
SonyLIV, Ashwiny said, "Creators
are always in doubt about their
work. That's the reason we need a
business mind to give a certain ob-
jectivity and to streamline the con-
tent."

However, she is quick to admit
that if there's a danger of artistic
indulgence then there's also a dan-
ger of content losing out on its
essence because of makers' overtly com-
mercial approach.

She said, "Having said that, there has
to be a balance. Storytellers should not
find themselves crumbling under the
pressure of business. The key is to strike
the perfect balance and to create a win-
win situation for every stakeholder so
that the outcome is truly satisfying."

&TV artists reveal
their reasons for
practicing Yoga
Indian sages have regarded Yoga as one of the most

effective methods of establishing a connection
between the body and mind since time immemorial.
Every year on June 21st, International Yoga Day is
celebrated to highlight its value and how it gives
solace to the human body. On this Yoga Day, &TV
artists Mouli Ganguly (Mahasati Anusuya),
Siddharth Arora (Mahadev) of Baal Shiv,
Farhana Fatema (Shanti Mishra) of Aur Bhai
Kya Chal Raha Hai?, Himani Shivpuri (Katori
Amma) of Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, Vidisha
Srivastava (Anita Bhabi), and Aasif Sheikh
(Vibhuti Mishra) of Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
reveal why they practice Yoga and how it
helps them mentally, spiritually, and phys-
ically. Mouli Ganguly, Mahasati Anusuya
in &TV’s Baal Shiv, shares, “Yoga is a
retreat for me amid my stressful life. Lack
of exercise, inconsistent sleeping pat-
terns, and bad eating habits are impor-
tant concerns for actors because
they severely impact their physi-
cal and mental health. So, my
main motivation for yoga
daily is to stay on track and
maintain my physical fit-
ness. As a regular yoga
practitioner, I believe
that Yoga and
pranayama are
among the old-
est and most
tried and
true meth-
ods for
reaching
my goals. 

ACROSS

1. Farm measure

5. ____ preview

10. Strike

14. Horn sound

15. Green sauce

16. Hue

17. Mascara spot

18. Role player

19. Complexion woe

20. Ridiculous

22. Not one or the other

24. Pub mug

25. Clip

27. Shut

29. Road curves

34. ____ a boy!

37. Glossy paint

40. Southern veggie

41. Bagel warmer

43. Legislative meeting

45. Rocker ____ Clapton

46. Method

48. Opposite of NNW

49. Newspapers and TV, e.g.

51. Tuckered out

53. Nighttime vision

56. Church walkway

60. Window above a door

64. President ____ Lincoln

66. Unaccompanied

67. Sharp

69. Standard

70. Proceed slowly

71. Adjust again

72. Jealousy

73. Looks at

74. Plant beginnings

75. Oceans

DOWN

1. Map book

2. ____ Guard

3. Comic ____ O'Donnell

4. Cultural

5. Stretch across

6. Essential

7. Superlative ending

8. Repent

9. "M*A*S*H" locale

10. RBI, e.g.

11. ____ Ness

12. "The Diary of ____ Frank"

13. Look narrowly

21. Small bay

23. Intense rage

26. Dress edge

28. Small bills

30. Distress call

31. Enjoys the slopes
32. Greek god of love
33. Of sound mind
34. List entry
35. Shredded
36. Uttered
38. Approximated
39. Malicious look
42. Chem., e.g.
44. Greasy streak
47. RR depot
50. Paid notices
52. Keaton and Sawyer
54. Jungle sounds
55. Host
57. Glistened
58. Immature insect
59. Television awards
60. Recipe units (abbr.)
61. Actor's desire
62. Lotion ingredient
63. Head gestures
65. Wagers
68. Manipulate
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Other responsibilities could force you to
postpone work on personal projects that
mean a lot to you. This could be frustrat-
ing, Aquarius, and you're likely to want to
sequester yourself with whatever you
need to do and throw yourself into getting
the problem resolved as soon as possible.
You'll be able to do this as long as you
don't let frustrations get the best of you. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Stress from overwork could have you
feeling weaker than usual. You might be
tempted to stay at home, get some rest,
and recoup your energies. Do this if you
can, Pisces. Otherwise, you may not be
able to give your project the concentra-
tion it needs, and therefore may not
accomplish as much as you think you
should. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You might feel a little gloomy today, Aries,
and perhaps have no idea why. It might be a
good idea to retrace your steps for the past
day or so. Look within to find out if anything
you may have seen could have awakened
unconscious memories from the past. What a
relief if this is the case. Release the traumas
from the past and you'll feel like a heavy
weight has come off your shoulders.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

One of your closest friends could be in a rot-
ten mood today, Taurus. This person might be
short with everyone and not inclined to com-
municate why. This could be due more to per-
sonal problems and little, if anything, to do
with you or anyone else. You'll probably
decide to leave him or her alone to work
things out and get on with your own business.
This is the wisest course of action.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A project that you're rather excited
about could require some intense soli-
tary work today, Gemini. You might
sometimes feel as if the walls are
closing in on you, but you need to con-
centrate in order to get the best pos-
sible results. You'll also need to take
occasional breaks to clear your head. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Today you might spend a lot of time run-
ning errands, Cancer. You could run into
friends or neighbors, but you probably
won't feel like stopping to talk with them.
You're apt to be working on something
important that you'll want to get back to
as soon as possible. Traffic or other
delays could get in your way, however.
Don't make yourself crazy. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A troubled night with little sleep could
have you feeling out of sorts and not like
doing much socializing today. If you can,
Leo, work on projects at home alone
where you can stop and take a nap if you
want. Your concentration may not be
what it usually is, but if you isolate your-
self from distractions, you should be
happy with what you accomplish. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Perhaps you were able to see friends or
neighbors a day or so ago, Virgo, but
today you don't feel like socializing.
Nerve strain and other stresses might
leave you more in the mood to be
alone. However, since your friends
could be connected with your business,
you won't want to shut them out. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You probably aren't going to feel very
social today, Libra. In fact, you're likely to
want to work on projects and tasks alone if
you can. This might be good for you, since
you probably need to concentrate without
being distracted. Still, you should get out
among others at some point during the
day. You might want to be alone, but you'll
still need to feel that you belong.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The need to concentrate may necessitate
that you isolate yourself in order to fully
focus on the task at hand, Scorpio. This is
fortunate, because you'll probably accom-
plish a lot more than you would otherwise
and be satisfied with what you've done.
Those in authority should be pleased with
you, too. Take care not to nibble while you
work, though. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Research on a subject related to a project
could have you heading to a place where you
can read without being constantly distract-
ed, Sagittarius. Your concentration is high
and you're likely to accomplish a lot in this
regard. Although you might not find the
material as interesting as you'd hoped, the
quality of the work you produce is going to
get the attention of people in authority. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today you might spend a lot of time running
errands, Capricorn. You could run into
friends or neighbors, but you probably
won't feel like stopping to talk with them.
You're apt to be working on something
important that you'll want to get back to as
soon as possible. Traffic or other delays
could get in your way, however. Don't make
yourself crazy. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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V
eteran actor Anil
Kapoor who is play-
ing a pivotal part in

the upcoming film 'JugJug
Jeyoo' explains how these
days characters of middle-
aged men are more inter-
estingly written and the
fact that every actor should
keep rediscovering himself
beyond age.

In the upcoming film,
Anil is playing the on-
screen father of Varun
Dhawan and the husband
of Neetu Kapoor. His char-
acter Bheem Sukhnani is a
man in his early 50s frus-
trated in his marriage, hav-
ing an affair with another
woman and struggling to
divorce his wife while he
gets to know that his son is
also planning to divorce his
wife. According to the actor,
it is only on the surface that
the audience gets to know
more about Bheem once
the film releases.

Anil shared why these
days with films like 'Dil
Dhadakne Do', 'Malang',
'AK vs AK', 'Thar' - he start-
ed enjoying playing his age
on-screen. Anil said: "I
think there are three fac-
tors working for me here.
Firstly, this is another
phase in my career where I
am constantly learning,
nurturing my curious

mind to grow as an actor
and also collaborating with
new directors and writers
who are offering me some-
thing that is challenging
me the most."

He went on adding,
"These new kids are very
bold with their thinking
and they have clarity of
thoughts in writing. They
just look at me as an actor
and extract my perform-
ance. My latest release
'Thar' was also the result of
that. These days, middle-
aged characters are more
nuancedly written; I am en-
joying it, to play my age."

Highlighting how some
Hollywood personalities re-
define themselves with age,
Anil mentioned that more
than 'looking young' it's im-
portant to 'look interesting'.

"There is Steve Martin,
Jack Nicholson, Tom
Hanks and also Tom
Cruise. People are writing
characters for them, and
they are delivering to the
audience. You see, you have
to sustain that likability
and the magic alive where
even after working for
decades when you come on-
screen, you have to offer
something that the audi-
ence hasn't seen you before.
I do not have to play a young
man anymore," said Anil.

Anil Kapoor:
Characters of 

middle-aged men are
more nuanced now

Aakanksha Singh goes gangsta:
‘Rangbaaz’ has been an 

interesting journey

A
akanksha Singh who
was last seen in the
Amitabh Bachchan

Ajay Devgn starrer
'Runway 34' is busy shoot-
ing for the new season of
the upcoming web series

'Rangbaaz 3'. The story and her
character is inspired by Hena

Shahab, the wife of gangster-turned-
politician Mohammad
Shahabuddin, and the actress went
through extensive preparation for
her role. Confirming the same,

Aakanksha said, "Since I play a politi-
cian's character in the web series, I had to
do extensive research by reading every-
thing. I also watched a few interviews,
documentaries and videos available every
day for four to five hours before I started
shooting for the show." "The idea was not
just to look like my character but also im-
bibe the character traits to make it look
authentic on screen. Overall, working on
'Rangbaaz' has been an interesting jour-
ney," she added. The upcoming season will
also be featuring actors like Vineet Kumar
Singh, Rajesh Tilang in pivotal roles.

S
tar Bharat's much-await-
ed show 'Swayamvar-
Mika Di Vohti' pre-

miered recently and it is
all anyone can talk
about. Television star
Divyanka Tripathi
Dahiya will soon be seen
in the show 'Swayamvar
- Mika Di Vohti'. Her in-
teractions with the bride-
to-be contestants are going
to be something to look for-
ward to.

Actress Divyanka Tripathi,
who has won the hearts of the au-

dience with her tremendous per-
formance, has now become a
well-known face of the TV in-
dustry. She will be making an
appearance on Mika Singh's

'Swayamvar - Mika Di Vohti’,
as a show of support.

Divyanka Tripathi
Dahiya on 'Swayamvar -
Mika Di Vohti’, “I am
very happy to be a part
of the show
‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’! Because the con-
cept of Swayamvar is

very exciting in itself
and who doesn’t love wed-

dings? I am here in search of
Mika Singh's 'Vohti' and help

him make a wise decision." The
show 'Swayamvar - Mika Di Vohti'
has premiered recently. It will be in-
teresting for the viewers to witness
the interactions between Divyanka
Tripathi Dahiya, Mika Singh and the
contestants.

Divyanka to appear in
‘Swayamvar-Mika Di Vohti’
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Rotterdam, Jun 19 (PTI):

A valiant Indian
women's hockey team
squandered a one-goal
lead to lose 2-3 to Olympic
silver medallist Argentina
in the second match of the
double-leg FIH Pro League
tie here on Sunday.

Argentina won the FIH
Pro League crown, finish-
ing with 42 points from 16
games, 10 clear of second
placed Netherlands, who
still have two games re-
maining. The Indians con-
tinued to occupy the third
position in the standings
in their debut season with
24 points from 12 games.

In the first match on
Saturday, the Indians had
dished out a spirited per-
formance to stun
Argentina 2-1 in the shoot-
out after a 3-3 stalemate in
regulation time.

Their confidence on a
high after the terrific win
a day before, India contin-
ued in the same vein and
put pressure on the
Argentine defence early
on. Not just in attack, the
Indians produced a bril-
liant show in the backline
too, at least in the opening
two quarters with the
Savita Punia-led defence
thwarting a number of
Argentina attacks.

The two teams fought
tooth and nail in the first
quarter but failed to break
the deadlock.

It was India who broke
the stalemate in the 23rd
minute, scoring through a

counter-attack with
Salima Tete showing her
rapid speed by cutting
through the Argentine de-
fence before taking a shot
that deflected in off oppo-
sition goalkeeper Belen
Succi's stick.

Three minutes later,
Indian custodian Savita
made a fine save to keep
her side's lead intact. A
cross from the left found
Julieta Jankunas in space
and she tried to tap the
ball in, but Savita changed
directions quickly to make
a terrific save. Thereafter,
Argentina had three shots

on goal but failed to get
past Savita.

After the change of
ends, Argentina came out
attacking and controlled
the game for a major part
of the third quarter.

The Indians struggled to
match the pace of the
Argentina players and
play was mostly centred
inside the Indian half.

In the 37th minute,
Savita once again came to
her side's rescue by deny-
ing Jankunas from close
range. But Argentina were
not to be denied a minute
later when Delfine Thome

did enough to loop the ball
over a stretched Savita
after she was set up by
Sofia Toccalino's brilliant
run from the right flank.

India soon secured a
penalty corner but Udita
wasted the chance.

Argentina then scored
twice in a span of three
minutes from two penalty
corners to take a 3-1 lead.

Eugenia Trinchinetti
first scored from a fantas-
tic variation in the 41st
minute and then, two min-
utes later, last match's hat-
trick scorer, Agustina
Gorzelany, sounded the

board from another set
piece. But India were no
mood to give up without a
fight as three minutes
later, Deep Grace Ekka
scored from a penalty cor-
ner with a fierce slap shot
to reduce the margin to 2-3.

The Indians played their
hearts out till the final
hooter and in the 55th
minute, Vandana Katariya
came close to restoring
parity from a counter-at-
tack but her reverse hit
was saved by Succi.

The Indians will next
play USA on June 21 and
22.

Indian women lose 2-3 to
Argentina in FIH Pro League

Fraser-Pryce equals
world-leading time to

win 100 in Paris
Paris, Jun 19 (AP):

Three-time Olympic gold medallist Shelly-Ann
Fraser-Pryce equaled her world-leading time of the
year in winning the 100 meters in 10.67 seconds at the
Diamond League meet in Paris.

She was unchallenged at Stade Charlety on Saturday
as she matched her time at the Kip Keino Classic
in Kenya last month. She also beat Jamaican
countrywoman and two-time reigning
Olympic champion Elaine Thompson-Herah's
meet record of 10.72, set last year.

The 35-year-old Fraser-Pryce will go for a
10th world championship gold medal in
Eugene, Oregon, next month.

Winfred Yavi of Bahrain triumphed in the
women's 3,000 steeplechase in a world-lead-
ing and personal best time of 8:56.55.

Olympic bronze medallist Yaroslava
Mahuchikh also set a world-leading
mark for 2022 in the women's high
jump at 2.01 meters as she led a 1-2-3
for Ukraine with Iryna
Gerashchenko and Yuliya Levchenko.

South African sprinter Luxolo
Adams won the men's 200 commandingly in 19.82.
Alexander Ogando of the Dominican Republic
was second in 20.03.

American Devon Allen won the men's 110 hurdles
in 13.16, and Nigerian Tobi Amusan clinched the
women's 100 hurdles in 12.41 ahead of Bahamian
Devynne Charlton.

Frenchman Benjamin Robert pleased the crowd
with a late surge to overtake Australian Peter Bol
and win the men's 800 in 1:43.75, while Ethiopian
Selemon Barega cruised to victory in the men's
5,000 in 12:56.19.

Olympic champions Steven Gardiner and
Shaunae Miller-Uibo of the Bahamas won the
men's and women's 400, in 44.21 and 50.10, re-
spectively. Also, Olympic champion Valarie
Allman won the women's discus with a meet
record of 68.68 meters to beat the previous mark set by
rival Sandra Perkovic of Croatia. Perkovic was second
with a throw of 68.19. Sweden hosts the next Diamond
League meet in Stockholm on June 30.

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Legendary long jumper
Anju Bobby George on
Saturday said India has
the talent to win more
Olympic medals in athlet-
ics after superstar javelin
thrower Neeraj Chopra
opened the country's ac-
count by winning a his-
toric gold in the Tokyo
Games.

Anju, the lone World
Athletics Championships
medallist Indian with her
bronze in 2003, said the
athletes need proper guid-
ance to achieve success.

"Indian athletes are
good in technical events in
Olympics but are yet to
reach that level to win
medals in sprinting and
long distance running,"
she said

"We can win more
Olympic medals in athlet-
ics. We need good coaches
and facilities at grassroots.
Through Khelo India
Games, we are putting in
effort but it will take time,"

Anju said at the TV9 'What
India Thinks Today'
Global Summit.

"Slowly, we will see the
changes. Things are mov-
ing in a positive direction,"
she added.

Chief badminton coach
of the Indian badminton
team Pullela Gopichand
said India can fight for
gold medals in all cate-
gories in the coming 4-8
years.

"To achieve that strong
planning and execution
and a scientific approach
are needed," he said.

"In the last eight years,
Indian sports have grown
a lot. Structures laid down
by the government have
started to show results.
But still a long way to go.

"We have to identify tal-
ented players. Consistent
scientific training with in-
ternational exposure
should be provided to
them. The first step to-
wards it is to identify play-
ers keeping in mind their
physicality and talent,"
Gopichand said.

Former India football
captain Bhaichung Bhutia
said the country should
target individual sports
like China has done to win
more medals.

He said India realistical-
ly should target 14 medals
in the 2024 Olympics but
winning 50 should be a
long-term plan.

"Shooting is the biggest
medal prospect at the
Olympics. Badminton,
wrestling and archery are
also huge prospects," he
said.

Bengaluru, Jun 19 (PTI):

India women's cricket
team head coach Ramesh
Powar stressed on the need
to build a strong squad
that can play in all condi-
tions in their pursuit of
winning an elusive World
Cup title.

The Indian women came
close to winning a world
title twice -- 2017 ODI World
Cup in England and Wales
and 2020 Twenty20 World
Cup in Australia, only to
finish second best on both
occasion to the host na-
tions.

"We are trying to work
on our fielding, fitness and
take our players to the next
level, so that is the immedi-
ate goal what we are trying
to achieve.

"Yes, moving forward
you want to win World
Cups, but it is important
you build a squad which
can compete in every con-
dition and against every
opponent . So this is what
we are working on," Powar

said at the pre-departure
press conference ahead of
the team's tour of Sri
Lanka.

"We are looking at con-
sistency, we are looking at
winning habit and for that
I think we all came togeth-
er as captain, coach, vice-
captain and we already
have spoken with the
BCCI. We have spoken
with VVS Laxman, the
head of cricket and there
has been few things going
on," the former India off-
spinner added. India will
be taking part in the up-

coming Commonwealth
Games in Birmingham
where women's cricket
will feature in T20 format.

And Powar said per-
formances in the upcom-
ing tour of Sri Lanka will
be taken into considera-
tion while selecting the
team for the multi-sport
event. "We will freeze
down to a combination of
eleven which will take part
in the Commonwealth
(Games), so we are confi-
dent of walking into the
tournament and players
will be confident that they
are going to play the first
game," said.

The coach also informed
that all-rounder Sneh Rana
was rested from the up-
coming tour to manage her
workload.

"Sneh has been rested
for this series and she is in
the NCA working on her
fitness. Moving forward,
the FTP that we have, there
are about 20-25 T20 games
and we want our players
fresh for all the series.

Powar stresses on building all-condition
team to win elusive world title

India has talent to win more Olympic
medals in athletics: Anju Bobby George

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Promising Indian player
Anahat Singh won the gold
medal in the girls Under-15
category at the Asian Juniors
Squash Championships in
Pattaya, Thailand.
The tournament, which start-
ed in the picturesque beach
town on Wednesday, conclud-
ed on Sunday.
The 14-year-old Anahat
defeated Kwong Ena of Hong
Kong 3-0 in the final to claim

the top prize. She reached the
finals without dropping a sin-
gle game in the tournament.
Anahat had defeated
Malaysian top seed Whitney
Isabelle Wilson 3-0 in the
semi-finals.
So far, Anahat has won 46
national circuit titles, two
national championships and
eight international titles.
She is the only Indian girl to
win the US Junior Open in any
category and the British Junior
Open.

India’s Anahat Singh wins
Asian Junior Squash title

in U-15 category

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

Olympic champion Neeraj
Chopra clinched his first top
podium finish of the season by
winning the javelin throw
event at the Kuortane Games
in Finland, beating reigning
world champion Anderson
Peters of Grenada for the sec-
ond time in four days, on
Saturday.
The 24-year-old Chopra's
opening throw of 86.69m
turned out to be the winning
distance. Trinidad and
Tobago's 2012 Olympics cham-
pion Keshorn Walcott was sec-

ond with a first round throw of
86.64m. Peters was third with
a best throw of
84.75m, which also came in
the opening round.
Chopra's second and third
attempts were fouls and he did
only three throws. That meant
Chopra had single legal throw
and he won the competition
with it. His throw was not as
big as the 89.30m effort while
finishing second in the Paavo
Nurmi Games in Turku, Finland,
in a star-studded field but the
win will surely boost his confi-
dence ahead of the Stockholm
Diamond League on June 30.

Neeraj Chopra wins
at Kuortane Games

Colombo, Jun 19 (PTI):

The Harmanpreet Kaur-
led Indian women's cricket
team arrived here on
Sunday for its limited-over
tour of Sri Lanka, begin-
ning on June 23.

Without senior players
like Mithali Raj, who has
announced her retire-
ment, and veteran pacer

Jhulan Goswami, a young
Indian team will play
three ODIs and as many
T20 Internationals at
Pallekele and Dambulla re-
spectively.

The Sri Lanka Cricket
(SLC) welcomed the visit-
ing team, coached by
Ramesh Powar, on its ar-
rival and also posted pic-
tures and visuals on its so-

cial media handles.
Prior to its departure,

the Indian team under-
went a camp at the
National Cricket Academy
in Bengaluru and also in-
teracted with NCA head
VVS Laxman.

According to
Harmanpreet, the tour
was a great opportunity to
build the team.

Indian women’s cricket team arrives
in Sri Lanka for limited-overs tour

Members of the Indian women's cricket team arrive in Colombo.

London, Jun 19:

Italy's Matteo Berrettini
reached his fourth consec-
utive grasscourt final as he
overpowered unseeded
Dutchman Botic van de
Zandschulp at the Queen's
Club Championship on
Saturday.

Friday's sizzling heat
had disappeared at the his-
toric London venue, but de-
fending champion
Berrettini maintained his
hot streak on the grass to
win 6-4, 6-3. The second
seed will be a big favourite
in Sunday's final against
Serbia's Filip Krajinovic,
who took advantage of a
poor display by twice for-
mer winner Marin Cilic.

Krajinovic, who had
never won a grasscourt
match prior to this week,
won 6-3, 6-3 against the sev-
enth-seeded Croatian.

Berrettini was briefly
held up in the second set by
a short rain delay but he re-
turned to break serve and

cruised to victory, ending
the contest with a neat
drop volley.

World number 10
Berrettini, who reached
the Wimbledon final last
year, has now won 19 of his

last 20 matches on grass.
His only loss in that spell

was against Novak
Djokovic in the Wimbledon
final a year ago.

The 26-year-old was once
again rock solid on his
serve, dropping only four
points on his first delivery.

Berrettini broke serve in
a marathon sixth game and
moved 5-2 ahead only to
drop his own when serving
for the set. He responded in
style though, breaking
again to pocket the opener.

Van de Zandschulp
never looked like turning it
around as Berrettini re-
mained clinical in the sec-
ond set. Krajinovic, 30, con-
tinued to surprise himself
as he took apart Cilic
whose usually strong serve
malfunctioned.

"I don't like playing on
grass, normally I skip the
grasscourt events, then
turn up and lose in the
Wimbledon first round.
But maybe I'm starting to
like it," he said on court.

Berrettini powers into Queen’s
final, will face Krajinovic
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Sikh devotees perform during a religious procession on the occasion of 400th
Prakash Parv of Guru Teg Bahadur, in Shimla, Sunday.

RELIGIOUS PROCESSION

An artist prepares an idol of Goddess Durga, at Kumortuli in Kolkata, Sunday. 

ARTIST AT WORK
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Lucknow, Jun 19 (PTI): 

Samajwadi Party (SP)
National president
Akhilesh Yadav on Sunday
alleged that all BJP lead-
ers including the Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
begin and end their talk
with a lie.

Yadav’s statement came
after Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
addressed a rally in
Azamgarh, where he al-
leged that Yadav betrayed
people of Azamgarh and
obstructed its develop-
ment and supported crimi-
nals. The CM also spoke
about foundation laying
and later inauguration of
Purvanchal expressway
for the people of
Azamgarh.

Yadav, in his turn,
claimed credit for con-
struction of Agra-
Lucknow Expressway, and

another project to connect
Azamgarh with the state
and national capital.

“It is well known that
the Samajwadi Party gov-
ernment has constructed
the Agra-Lucknow
Expressway and in its se-
quel, Azamgarh will be re-
placed by the state capital
Lucknow and had laid the
foundation of the
Samajwadi Purvanchal
Expressway to connect
Azamgarh with Lucknow
and New Delhi.” Yadav
said in a statement issued

here. Yadav claimed that
land acquisition for the ex-
pressway was done under
the SP rule and alignment
was decided, but BJP
stopped its work and
changed the name.

“Samajwadis (socialists)
always worked for the de-
velopment of Azamgarh
and entire Purvanchal
(East UP) region,” he said.

“BJP always ignored
Azamgarh and defamed it.
The BJP is still betraying
people. Its leaders includ-
ing UP CM start and end
their talks with a lie,” he
said, adding that people of
Azamgarh have always re-
jected BJP’s communal-
ism and anti-development
approach.

Yadav said that the en-
tire state and country is
suffering because of the
anti-people and wrong
policies of the BJP govern-
ment.

BJP party of liars:
Akhilesh Yadav

JNU assistant 
professor abducted,

assaulted after traffic
altercation

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunnee  1199  ((  PPTTII)):: An
Assistant Professor of
Jawaharlal Nehru University
(JNU) was abducted by a group
of people for several hours and
was subjected to physical
assault, threats and extortion
following a traffic altercation,
the university’s teachers body
alleged on Sunday.

Sharad Baviskar filed a
police complaint on June 18,
JNU Teachers Association
(JNUTA) said and demanded
swift action against the cul-
prits. However, no immediate
reaction was available from the
police. In a statement on
Saturday, the JNUTA alleged
that the professor was subject-
ed to a “protracted violent
assault” on the night of 17-18
June 2022. The incident
allegedly stemmed from a road
traffic dispute.

“Prof Baviskar (who was
travelling alone in his car) was
forcibly abducted by a group of
miscreants when he suggested
that the dispute be taken to the
police station,” the statement
alleged.

New Delhi, Jun 19 (PTI):

One month since the
Congress drafted a plan
for revamp at the Udaipur
Chintan Shivir, the party
has begun to walk the talk,
though the task of elec-
toral revival remains te-
dious and challenging.

The latest appointment
of veteran Jairam Ramesh
as general secretary in-
charge of communica-
tions with publicity, social
and digital media under
him and firebrand Pawan
Khera as media chief has
set the ball rolling for a
new outreach wing that
will show the way to re-
connect with the masses,
according to party leaders.

Strengthening the
party’s communication
strategy to improve public
engagement is foremost on
the Congress agenda after
Rahul Gandhi had
stressed that they “have to
go back to the people” at
the Udaipur meeting.

Senior Congress leader
Ajay Maken says the mes-
sage of the three-day
brainstorming and the de-
cisions taken there have
reached the grassroots
and state units have al-
ready been instructed to
enforce the new pledges.

“These decisions in-
clude ensuring 50 percent
representation to workers
who are under 50 at state,
district and block levels in
the Congress and setting
up of new mandal commit-
tees to have more feet on
the ground,” Maken said.

Senior Congress leaders
add that the party has al-
ready embarked on the
new path of revival and

changes will be visible
over the coming months
once the recently consti-
tuted Task Force for 2024
Lok Sabha polls reworks
its strategy.

Party functionaries
holding positions for over
five years will gradually
be replaced and ‘one per-
son, one post’ formula, as
agreed on in Udaipur, will
be enforced, says AICC
general secretary Maken,
who had read out the
Chintan Shivir pledges.

The replacement of
Randeep Surjewala as in
charge of communica-
tions by Ramesh is the
first major signal of reliev-
ing leaders from multiple
posts.

Surjewala held the post
for seven years and contin-
ued as media chief even
after being appointed
AICC general secretary
Karnataka in 2020.

“We have started em-
barking on the path laid
down by the Udaipur dec-
laration. The outcome of
the brainstorming session
and tangible differences
will be seen in the party
and its functioning soon,”
said Maken.

On the expansion of the
Communications depart-
ment, insiders said all
state units have been
brought under its wings
now to ensure better coor-
dination and uniform mes-
saging. The communica-
tions wing is also set to
have dedicated units on re-
search and data analytics,
sources say, adding that
the promised election
management and public
insight departments were
in the works too.

One month since Chintan:
Cong takes first steps to

revival, steep road ahead

Patna, Jun 19 (PTI): 

Election strategist
Prashant Kishor on
Sunday slammed the
Bihar’s ruling allies JD(U)
and BJP for “fighting” with
each other over violent
protests by job aspirants
for the armed forces
against the Centre’s newly
introduced ‘Agnipath’
scheme. He supported a
non-violent demonstration
against the short-term con-
tractual recruitment pro-
gramme in the defence
services. “There should be
movement on the Agnipath
scheme, not violence and
vandalism. “The people of
Bihar are bearing the
brunt of the tussle between

the JD(U) and the BJP.
Bihar is burning and lead-
ers of both the parties are
busy fighting with each
other on the issue of
protests against Agnipath,
instead of solving the mat-
ter,” Kishor wrote on
Twitter in Hindi. His com-
ment came a day after a
fresh war of words be-
tween the JD(U) and the
BJP started over the vio-
lent protests by job seekers
in the state. The BJP held

the Nitish Kumar govern-
ment responsible for its
“inability to stop attacks”
on the residences of saf-
fron party leaders. Bihar
BJP chief Sanjay Jaiswal
had on Saturday criticised
the state government, al-
leging that its effort was
“inadequate” to stop the vi-
olent protests in the state.
The houses of Bihar
Deputy Chief Minister
Renu Devi and Jaiswal and
several offices of their
party were vandalised by
the protesters on Friday.
Reacting to Jaiswal’s com-
ment, JD(U)’s national
chief Rajiv Ranjan alias
Lalan Singh, said, The cen-
tral government took a de-
cision.

Kishor slams ‘fighting’ 
JD(U)-BJP over Agnipath protests

Bengaluru, Jun 19 (PTI): 

A special court dealing
exclusively with criminal
cases related to legislators
has granted bail to former
Karnataka chief minister
B S Yediyurappa in a cor-
ruption case.

Judge B Jayantha
Kumar granted the bail on
Saturday after the advo-
cate for the complainant in
the objections that were
filed had stated that they
did not oppose the granti-
ng of bail to the senior
BJP leader.

The complainant’s advo-
cate K V Dhananjay, how-
ever, contended in the sub-
mission that they object
only to some of the
grounds assigned by the
accused that was claimed
to be irrelevant and im-
proper. The objections said
the bail application of
Yediyurappa refers to the
case against Congress
leader R V Deshpande and
other accused against
whom the original com-

plaint was filed. But now
the case is only against the
BJP leader and reference
to the others was improp-
er. “In his bail application,
the accused B S
Yediyurapppa, has further
denied the commission of
offence for which he has
been summoned and has
also offered justification
for his actions that are
subject of this criminal
proceedings. The accused
has further insinuated im-
proper motive to this com-
plainant,” the objections
stated. “In a proceeding of
this nature, it would be un-
necessary, improper and
unproductive for this com-
plainant to deal with such

contentions except to deny
it,” the objections further
stated. However, the bail
was granted to
Yediyurappa and the hear-
ing adjourned to July 16.

The special court had
summoned the 79-year-old
leader in a private com-
plaint filed by one
Vasudeva Reddy in 2013.

The Lokayaukta police
had filed a B Report in the
case citing lack of evi-
dence, but the special
court had rejected it.

The complaint alleges
that Yediyurappa as the
then deputy chief minis-
ter in 2006 illegally denoti-
fied 15 acres and 30 guntas
land in Bengaluru’s
Bellandur and
Devarabeesanahalli that
was acquired for an IT
park.

R V Deshpande, the for-
mer industries minister,
was the main accused in
the original complaint but
the Karnataka High Court
had quashed the case
against him in 2015.

CORRUPTION CASE

Former K’taka CM Yediyurappa granted bail 

JJaammmmuu,,  JJuunn  1199  ((PPTTII))::  

Nearly three weeks after the
demise of its founder Bhim
Singh, the Jammu and Kashmir
National Panthers Party
(JKNPP) Sunday announced
prominent lawyer and senior
leader Vilakshan Singh as its
new president.

The announcement was
made after a meeting of the
party leaders and members of
the working committee chaired
by Bhim Singh’s wife and
founder member Jay Mala at
the party headquarters here, a
party release said. It said the
name of Vilakshan Singh was

proposed by Mala herself and
was unanimously supported by
the party leadership.

“All the existing committees
were dissolved and the new
president was authorised to
constitute the JKNPP team
afresh in consultation with the
party leadership,” the release
said. Addressing the meeting,
Singh said he would act as an
“interim President” till the
post was filled up by regular
election to be held on the foun-
dation day of the party on
March 23 next year.The 81-
year-old Bhim Singh passed
away here on May 31 after
being unwell for about a
month.

In April-May, prominent
leaders of JKNPP including for-
mer minister Harsh Dev Singh
and legislators Balwant Singh
Mankotia and Yash Paul
Kundal along with a large
number of party colleagues
joined the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP).

Prominent lawyer
named new JKNPP prez

Vilakshan Singh

 Weeks after Bhim
Singh’s demise Guwahati, Jun 19 (PTI):

The Centre’s statement
made earlier this month
that no proposal has yet
been received for a green-
field airport in Assam’s
Cachar district, despite
large-scale land acquisition
by the state government for
a second airport in the
Barak valley, has sparked
off a political controversy.
However, the fact remains
that the Airports Authority
of India (AAI) way back in
2019 had sought land for the
construction of the pro-
posed facility, and even con-
ducted a pre-feasibility
study in 2020 for the same,
documents reveal. Analysis
of a set of documents, such
as minutes of meetings,
survey reports, and letters
exchanged between the
Assam government and
AAI —all of which is avail-
able with PTI — clearly
show that the state is ac-
quiring 2,500 bighas (826.45
acres) of land in Cachar

district on the request of
the central PSU. In a reply
to queries by TMC Rajya
Sabha MP Sushmita Dev, if
sanction had been granted,
Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia men-
tioned in a letter dated June
8, “no proposal as per GFA
Policy, 2008 to construct a
Greenfield airport in
Cachar District of Assam
has been received”.

“However, if any such
proposal from any Airport
Developer or the State
Government is received,
the same would be consid-
ered as per the Greenfield
airports Policy, 2008.”
During a meeting between
the then Transport
Department Principal
Secretary Biswa Ranjan
Samal and AAI Regional
Executive Director (RED) D
K Kamra on April 6, 2019,
the PSU sought 116.5 acres
of additional land to ex-
pand the existing airport at
Kumbhirgram in Silchar.

Political controversy erupts
over greenfield airport

In Assam’s Barak Valley

HC RULING

‘No illegality in
Bengal govt’s Duare

Ration scheme’
Kolkata, Jun 19 (PTI):The
Calcutta High Court has
held that there is no illegali-
ty in the West Bengal Duare
Ration scheme, under
which the Mamata
Banerjee government deliv-
ers foodgrains through the
public distribution system
at the doorsteps of benefici-
aries. Passing judgement
on a plea challenging the
state government’s Duare
Ration scheme, Justice
Krishna Rao noted that on
an earlier occasion, too, fair
price shop dealers had filed
petitions on similar issue,
but the high court, even
then, did not interfere with
the Duare Ration Scheme.
Justice Rao, in the judge-
ment passed on June 16, ob-
served that as per provi-
sions of the National Food
Security Act (NFSA), 2013,
it is the obligation of the
state government to ensure
actual delivery or supply of
the foodgrains to the enti-
tled persons at prices speci-
fied.


