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Free sickle cell test, medicines and
counseling in all govt hospitals

Raipur, Jun 18: About
one percent of the popula-
tion of Chhattisgarh is
suffering from sickle cell,
a genetic disease related to
blood. All the community
health centers, district
hospitals and medical col-
lege hospitals of the state
have the facility of free
tests, medicines and con-
sultation. Sicklecell pa-
tients are also provided
free blood when needed
from licensed blood banks.
On the occasion of World
Sickle Cell Day on June 19,
the Health Department

has appealed to conduct
sickle cell test for all preg-
nant women and children.
If it is detected in time, the
lives of pregnant women
and children can be saved.

State Sickle Cell
Institute is also operating
in Raipur, where there is a
provision for Tertiary
Care of patients. Research
is also being done about
this disease in the insti-
tute. Medical officers and
lab technicians across the
state are also given train-
ing on Sickle Cell.

Sickle cell is a genetic
disease. It is not caused by
blood transfusion or mal-
nutrition. There are two
types of this disease – sick-
le cell disease SS and sick-
le cell carrier AS.

Sickle cell disease SS
can cause severe pain and
discomfort to the patient

and may require frequent
blood transfusions. By tak-
ing the medicine accord-
ing to the doctor’s advice,
the patient can live a long
life and can avoid serious
problems.

A sickle cell carrier is
an AS carrier. It is not a
disease. In this the person
does not suffer any physi-
cal pain nor does he need
any treatment. However, if
both parents are carriers,
then their child may be
prone to sickle cell disease.
Pre-marriage screening
should be done to prevent
its spread to the next gen-
eration. Sickle cell carri-
ers or persons with the dis-
ease should not intermar-
ry.

It is detected in time by
sickle cell test of pregnant
women and children. With
this, a person with sickle

cell can take necessary
precautions at the time of
marriage. Also, people
who are diagnosed with
sickle cell disease and
whose treatment is started
in time, can be saved from
trouble. When sickle cell is
detected in childhood, nec-
essary advice and treat-
ment can be started imme-
diately.

It is especially impor-
tant to check pregnant and
her husband. This helps in
keeping them as well as
their future children safe.
Sickle cell is first tested by
the solubility method.
This check is easily done
by ANMs or other health
workers in sub health cen-
ters or schools. This is con-
firmed through elec-
trophoresis test or HPLC
test or Point of Care Test
(POC).

UIDAI CEO admires works of Aadhaar
services by CHiPS in Chhattisgarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 18: The
works of Aadhaar servic-
es in Chhattisgarh for the
common people in the
state are commendable,
said Dr Saurabh Garg
Chief Executive Officer
of Unique Identification
Authority of India, New
Delhi during his visit to
the Municipal
Corporation Aadhaar
Center here today. Dr
Saurabh Garg along with
Deputy Director General
Smt Sangeeta P and
Chhattisgarh State
Aadhaar Director
Srinivas Naik were also
present on the occasion.

Apart from the
Municipal Corporation
Aadhar Center the UIDAI
team also visited the
Aadhaar Center of Zone
Seven.

M u n i c i p a l
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi informed

that most of the civic
services of the Municipal
Corporation are being
provided conveniently to
the common citizens in
coordination with
CHiPS.

Nilesh Soni, Joint
Chief Executive Officer
of CHiPS, provided com-
plete information about
the operation of Aadhaar
services in the state to
the team from New
Delhi.

Nilesh Soni informed
that as per the intention
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, ChiPS
is continuously working
to increase transparency
and reliability in the de-

livery of citizen services
in the state, in which
Aadhaar services are
playing an important
role.

Chhattisgarh UIDAI
project head Anit Tiwari
and assistant manager
Saurabh Ramteke, offi-
cers of the municipal
corporation were also
present on the occasion.
It is worth noting that the
work of updating the
new Aadhaar card, ad-
dress, photo, bio-metric
information is being
done in Aadhaar centers.
Aadhaar authentication
is required in many
schemes with Direct
Benefit Transfer.

YC workers burn PM’s effigy in
protest against ‘Agnipath’ scheme

Raipur, Jun 18: Central
government’s new army
recruitment scheme
‘Agnipath’ has sparked
protest in Chhattisgarh
also. Youth Congress work-
ers staged demonstration
at Rajiv Chowk in Raipur
on Saturday besides burn-
ing effigy of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
protest against this
scheme. They also tried to
gherao BJP MP Sunil
Soni’s house, but senior
leaders stopped them from

doing so.
Protesters led by Youth

Congress leader Vinod
Kashyap protested against
the ‘Agnipath’ scheme in
the capital. It was decided
that the protesters would
go to the house of BJP MP
Sunil Soni by taking out a
foot march and will hold
demonstration and burn
effigy of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi outside his
house. Later, senior
Congress leaders stopped
the Youth Congressmen
from protesting outside the
MP’s house.

Later the program
changed and the protesters

gathered at Rajiv Gandhi
Chowk where they raised
slogans against the central
government and the Prime
Minister besides burning
effigy of the Prime
Minister. The policemen
somehow managed to dis-
perse them from Rajiv
Gandhi Chowk. Vinod
Kashyap-Bhakku said, the
central government
brought this ‘Agnipath’
scheme to deceive the
youth.

BJP’s central govern-
ment, which calls itself a
nationalist, is going to
make fun of national secu-
rity in the name of

Agniveer, Pradesh
Congress Communications
Chief Sushil Anand
Shukla said. The youth
who dream of a golden fu-
ture with national service
in the country’s armies are
feeling cheated, he said,
adding that Modi govern-
ment is spoiling the future
of the youth of India along
with the army of the coun-
try. Since the announce-
ment of this scheme, there
is anger among the youth
all over the country.
According to him former
army officers have also
come out in protest regard-
ing this plan.

BWF announces dates of two new India
International challengers in Nagpur and Raipur

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 18: The
Badminton World
Federation on Friday an-
nounced the dates of the
two India international
challenge to be held in
Nagpur and Raipur in
September this year.
According to the BWF cal-
ender, the India

M a h a r a s h t r a
International Challenge
will be held in Nagpur
from September 13-18,
while the Indian
C h h a t t i s g a r h
International Challenge is
set to be staged in Raipur
from September 20-25.

The world governing
body, BWF, had awarded
the two events, beside also

allotting a junior interna-
tional event to Hyderabad
— also in September — fol-
lowing a request from the
Badminton Association of
India last month. Apart
from these events, India
will conduct one
International Challenge in
Bengaluru and a junior in-
ternational tournament in
Pune.

CBI action against Raj CM’s brother: Baghel
slams Centre, decries ‘vendetta politics’

Raipur, Jun 18:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday described the
CBI searches at the prem-
ises of the brother of his
Rajasthan counterpart
and Congress colleague
Ashok Gehlot as “vendet-
ta politics” and said
Central agencies were
being misused , which is
“highly condemnable .
The CBI on Friday raided
Agrasen Gehlot’s resi-
dence in Jodhpur in con-
nection with a corruption
case. An Enforcement
Directorate (ED) team too
had raided his place in
2020. Talking to reporters
here, Baghel alleged no
action against any BJP
leader by these investi-
gating agencies in the
last eight years clearly in-
dicated that they were
not acting impartially.

“This is politics of re-
venge. Every probe
agency should be allowed

to work independently. A
person (in Chhattisgarh)
had complained to the
Prime Ministers’ Office
(PMO) against (former
chief minister and BJP
leader) Raman Singh and
his son accusing them of
being involved in money
laundering and sought
probe into it by the
Enforcement Directorate.
But no action was taken
on it,” Baghel said when
queried on the CBI raids
at the premises of
Rajasthan CM’s brother.
“Was any action taken
against a single BJP
leader by Central agen-
cies in the last eight years
(of NDA rule at the
Centre)? Central agencies
have not been working
impartially. They are
being misused. It should
be pressure free. There
are many instances when
probe agencies raided op-
position leaders, but no
further inquiry was held

after they joined the BJP.
This is highly con-
demnable,” the CM said.
The CM further slammed
the Centre over shortage
of petrol and diesel and
asked if the country was
heading towards a Sri
Lanka like situation. The
island nation has been
going through an eco-
nomic crisis.

“There is a shortage in
supply of petrol and
diesel in the country. Are
we heading towards a Sri
Lanka like situation be-
cause the sale of petrol
and diesel was first
stopped when the eco-
nomic crisis started
there. The Union govern-
ment should clarify, he
said. Baghel said short-
age of fuel will trigger in-
flation, affect farming ac-
tivities at the start of the
monsoon, adding that he
would meet pump owners
in the evening and listen
to their grievances.

Sickling patient undergoes surgery for Ebstein Anomaly

Raipur, Jun 18: The
Heart, Chest and Vascular
Surgery Department
under Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Medical
College Raipur and Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, has set
another record in the field
of heart surgery by per-
forming a rare and ex-
tremely complex operation
of the heart in a sickling
patient. The team led by
the Head of the
Department of Heart,
Chest and Vascular
Surgery, Dr Krishnakant
Sahu saved life of a 23-
year-old woman who is
sickling patient, by suc-
cessfully performing oper-
ation of the Ebstein ane-

mia on her. Similar sur-
gery was done six months
ago for the first time in the
state in this institute.

‘Usually during heart
operation the heart and
lung functions are tem-
porarily stopped by put-
ting the patient on heart-
lung machine and patient’s
body temperature is kept
between 28° C and 30 ° C so
as to prevent damage to pa-
tient’s organs like brain,
heart, liver and kidney’, Dr
Krishnakant Sahu said.

According to him this
operation was very chal-
lenging because in sickling
patient the body tempera-
ture cannot be reduced as
it may cause permanent
damage to patient’s blood
cells besides affecting or-
gans.

Before the operation the
oxygen saturation of the
patient was 80 to 85% but
now it is 98%. In this type
of operation, the patient
has a 50% chance of get-
ting a pacemaker. But this

patient’s operation was
done with the use of spe-
cial technology so that the
patient did not need a per-
manent pacemaker.
However, the patient had to
be given support of the
pacemaker machine for 3
days.

World’s finest tissue
valve called Bovine Tissue
Valve was fitted in patient.
After this, the patient does
not need blood thinners
like Acitrom & Warf, be-
cause the structure of this

valve is like the valve of
the human heart. After re-
covering completely, this
patient is ready to go to her
home. This operation has
been done at free of cost
under Ayushman and
Khoobchand Baghel
scheme.

This operation is called
tricuspid valve replace-
ment with 29mm bovine
tissue valve+ RVOT obus-
truction release under nor-
mothermic cardiopul-
monary bypass.

At Heart, Chest and
Vascular Surgery
Department of
Ambedkar Hospital

Surgery performed
by team led by Dr
Krishnakant Sahu

Try to gherao BJP
MP’s house 

Unique
Identification
Authority of India’s
3-member team
visits Aadhaar
Center

CM salutes 
sacrifice of Rani

Lakshmi Bai 

Raipur, Jun 18:
Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel
saluted valor,
courage and patriot-
ism of Rani Lakshmi
Bai by paying floral
tributes at her por-
trait on her martyr-
dom day at his resi-
dence office here
today. He said that the
queen of Jhansi was
a heroine in the true
sense, who sacrificed
her life for the moth-
er land. According to
Chief Minister Rani
Lakshmi Bai is an ex-
ample of bravery and
women power, her
personality is a
source of inspiration
not only for women
but for the entire so-
ciety and country.

Free blood also pro-
vided from licensed
blood-banks

World Sickle Cell
Day on June 19

Raipur, Jun 18: In yet an-
other initiative to promote
the rich and glorious cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday gave instruc-
tions to give prominent
place to the portrait of

‘Chhattisgarh Mahtari’
(mother) in all government
programmes.

Chief Minister took to
Twitter to share informa-
tion in this regard. “The
splendor, prosperity of
Chhattisgarh is from our
farmers and the blessing of
Chhattisgarh Mahtari is
bringing prosperity in their
lives. We have decided to
give a prominent place to

the portrait of Chhattisgarh
Mahtari in all government
programmes so that we can
remember our glorious his-
tory and culture”, the tweet
said. Meanwhile, it is worth
mentioning that on the ini-
tiative of the Chief
Minister, the state song
‘Arpa Pairi Ke Dhar’ is
being sung at the beginning
of all government pro-
grammes.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 18:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
questioned the BJP-led
Union government’s in-
tention in rolling out the
‘Agnipath’ scheme for
military recruitment and
asked why it was playing
with the security of the
country and the future of
the youth. Demanding
immediate withdrawal of
the policy, the CM said
youths, trained in
weapons, could indulge
in criminal activities
when they become job-
less after completion of
their four-year tenure as
part of the scheme.

Unveiling the scheme on
Tuesday, the Centre had
said youths between the
ages of 17-and-a-half and
21 years would be induct-
ed as ‘Agniveers’ in the
armed forces for a four-
year tenure while 25 per-
cent of the recruits will
be retained for regular
service.

Later, the government
decided to raise the upper
age limit for recruitment
under the scheme to 23
years from 21 for this
year only.

Asked about the ongo-
ing protests in several
parts of the country
against the scheme,
Baghel told reporters,
“Why is full time recruit-
ment not being done in
the armed forces? Are
you (Centre) trying to say
you don’t have money for
recruitment in the army,
which protects our coun-
try? Youths join armed

forces with a spirit to
serve the nation. Why are
you playing with their fu-
ture and borders of the
country?”

“On one hand you have
been selling the country’s
assets and on the other
you don’t have money for
army recruitment. You
should issue a white
paper on this situation,”
he added. He also
slammed BJP-ruled
states that have an-
nounced that priority
would be given to de-in-
ducted ‘Agniveers’ in po-
lice recruitment and re-
lated services. “The army
and police are two signifi-
cantly different profes-
sions. Police are for main-
taining law and order
while the army is for de-
fence. An army man
knows only two things,
friend and foe. They fight
and eliminate their ene-
mies. Police are mainly

tasked with maintaining
law and order and cannot
be associated with it,” he
said. He said training in
both professions were dif-
ferent and questioned
why the Centre was try-
ing to mislead people on
the issue (by saying that
the Agniveers will be pre-
ferred in police recruit-
ment).

“Will it be possible to
recruit all de-inducted
Agniveers as police per-
sonnel after their tenure
gets over? What will hap-
pen to those who will not
get jobs? In which direc-
tion are you taking socie-
ty? Your intention does
not seem to be right,” the
Chhattisgarh CM said.
“They (Agniveers) would
be trained in arms and if
you leave them in the
lurch in such a way then
they can indulge in crimi-
nal activities by forming
gangs,” the CM claimed.

CM slams ‘Agnipath’ scheme
Says Centre playing
with nation’s secu-
rity, future of
youths

Portrait of ‘Chhattisgarh Mahtari’ to get
prominent place in all govt programmes
p Important decision

to promote rich cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh

Raipur, Jun 18: President
of Shri Jagannath Seva
Samiti Raipur, Purandar
Mishra had a courtesy call
on Governor Ms.

Anusuiya Uikey at Raj
Bhavan here. Mr. Mishra
invited Governor Ms.
Uikey to participate in the
Jagannath Rath Yatra to
be held on July 01. On this
occasion, Mr. Mishra pre-
sented traditional clothes
to Governor Ms. Uikey
and also gave ‘Mada’ and
‘Khaja’ as Prasad of Lord
Jagannath.

Governor invited to attend
Jagannath Rath Yatra



New Delhi, Jun 18 (PTI): 

States and Union territo-
ries have been asked to sub-
mit "larger number" of sam-
ples for whole genome se-
quencing from districts and
areas which have seen a
surge in COVID-19 cases
over a period of seven days,
official sources said on
Saturday.

The direction was issued
during Friday's meeting by
the INSACOG which re-
viewed the COVID-19 data to
check the possibility of any
new emerging variant or

sub-variant and ascertain
the reasons behind the
breakthrough infections.

"The idea behind asking
states and Union territories
to send larger number of
samples is to keep a closer
watch over the current cir-
culating sublineagues of
Omicron and its correlation
to the current epidemiologi-
cal picture," an official said.

"Also, we want to see if we
are missing out any impor-
tant clues regarding newer
sub variants during routine
sequencing through the sen-
tinel surveillance," the offi-

cial added. As on date, 10
states and Union territories
-- Maharashtra, Kerala,
Delhi, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Telangana, West
Bengal and Gujarat have
over 1,000 cases.

"The last review meeting
that there is no variant of
concern in the country as of
now. India now has BA.4 and
BA.5 in addition to BA.2
which have slightly higher
transmissibility as com-
pared to other Omicron sub
lineages," the official said.

The INSACOG is a joint

initiative of the Department
of Biotechnology under the
ministries of science and
technology, and health to
carry out genome sequenc-
ing of the virus to under-
stand how it spreads and
evolves. Thirty-two districts
in India including 11 from
Kerala and five from
Maharashtra are reporting
a weekly Covid positivity
rate of more than 10 per
cent while in 35 districts in-
cluding 9 from Delhi, the
weekly positivity is between
5 and 10 per cent, sources
said.

Stable
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi is stable
and recovering well,
sources at Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital here said on
Saturday, nearly a week
after she was admitted to
the facility owing to post-
Covid issues. She was
detected with a lower res-
piratory tract infection
after her admission to the
hospital, according to the
Congress.

Shot dead 
DDeeoogghhaarr:: A prisoner was
shot dead by unidentified
miscreants near civil
court premises in
Jharkhand's Deoghar dis-
trict on Saturday, police
said. The incident took
place around 11.30 am
when the prisoner, identi-
fied as Amit Kumar
Singh, was being brought
from Bihta in Bihar for
production in court.

Landslide 
JJaammmmuu:: A fresh landslide,
triggered by rains,
Saturday blocked Jammu-
Srinagar national highway
in Udhampur district of
Jammu and Kashmir, leav-
ing hundreds of vehicles
stranded, officials said.
The landslide struck the
270-km highway, the only
all weather road linking
Kashmir with the rest of
the country, around 1.30
pm at Samroli, forcing
suspension of the traffic
from both sides, the offi-
cials said.

Fire 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A fire broke
out at a furniture factory
in southwest Delhi's
Bindapur area on early
Saturday morning, offi-
cials said. According to
fire officials, they
received information
about the blaze at 4.05
am and eight fire tenders
were rushed to the spot. 

Seized 
CChheennnnaaii:: Foreign curren-
cies amounting to Rs
34.76 lakh were seized
from three women pas-
sengers ahead of their
departure to Colombo,
the Customs Department
said on Saturday.
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Bollywood actors Anil Kapoor
and Neetu Kapoor during the

promotional event of their
upcoming movie Jug Jug Jeeyo,

in Jaipur, Saturday. 
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New Delhi, Jun 18: 

Union minister Anurag
Thakur on Saturday ap-
pealed to the youths
protesting against the
Agnipath scheme to shun
violence and come for-
ward for talks, asserting
that the government is
ready to look into their
grievances with an "open
mind" and make changes
"if required".

The Information and
Broadcasting Minister
said the Agnipath scheme
is a "historic decision"
taken by the Narendra
Modi government towards
making the country "more
secured" in future and also
provide "opportunities" to
the country's youth.

Thakur said the coun-
try's youth, who want to
join Army, would never
take the path of the vio-
lence. But some political
parties, which keep look-

ing of every opportunity
under an agenda to block
any change taking place,
have "provoked" the youth,
he alleged, without nam-
ing any party.

"I would like to appeal to
the country's youth that
path of violence would not
take you anywhere. In a
democracy, you have right
to protest but not by set-
ting government property
on fire. Violence has no
place in a democracy," he
said replying to questions
at a conclave organised by
the TV9 media group.

Ahmedabad, Jun 18 (PTI):

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday met his
mother Hiraba at her resi-
dence in Gandhinagar as
she entered the 100th year of
her life, and sought her
blessings.

In a blogpost penned on
the occasion, Modi termed
her a "symbol of resilience."
The prime minister, who is
on a visit to Gujarat,
reached Hiraba's residence
at Raysan on the outskirts
of Gandhinagar around 6:30
in the morning, and spent
around half an hour with
her. Hiraba Modi lives with
Pankaj Modi, the prime
minister's younger brother.

The PM offered her
sweets, washed her feet and
took her blessings. He also
gifted her a shawl and chat-
ted with her while sitting at

her feet, video footage of the
meeting, released by offi-
cials here, showed. "Maa
this isn't a mere word but it
captures a range of emo-
tions. Today, 18th June is the
day my Mother Heeraba en-
ters her 100th year. On this

special day, I have penned a
few thoughts expressing joy
and gratitude," Modi tweet-
ed. In the blogpost, Modi
called her a "symbol of re-
silience," someone who
finds happiness in others'
joys.

Kondagaon, Jun 18: 

Three government offi-
cials were arrested by the
Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) for allegedly ac-
cepting a bribe of Rs 1.3
lakh in Kondagaon dis-
trict, an official said on
Saturday. Based on a com-
plaint, the ACB team on
Friday caught executive
engineer R B Singh, sub-
divisional officer (SDO) R
B Chaurasia and deputy
engineer D K Arya, all
posted in the water re-
source department in

Kondagaon, ACB superin-
tendent of police Pankaj
Chandra said. The trio
had sought Rs 24 lakh
from the complainant to
release his pending bills
for construction works
worth Rs 1.11 crore, the of-
ficial said. The accused
demanded Rs 7.20 lakh as
first instalment, but later
settled for Rs 1.30 lakh, he
said. The trio were caught
red-handed while accept-
ing the bribe amount as
an advance at the SDO's
residence, the official
added.

Srinagar, Jun 18 (PTI): 

Former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister
Farooq Abdullah Saturday
withdrew his name as the
potential joint opposition
candidate for the upcoming
presidential elections, say-
ing he has a "lot more active
politics" ahead of him, and
that he wanted to con-
tribute in navigating the
Union Territory through
the current "critical junc-
ture".

The 84-year-old Abdullah
is the second political per-

son after Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) chief
Sharad Pawar to have with-
drawn their names as prob-
able opposition nominee for
the July elections.
Abdullah's statement
comes ahead of a scheduled
meeting of opposition par-
ties in Mumbai to discuss
their joint candidate for the
presidential elections.

In a statement, Abdullah,
who heads the National
Conference and is at pres-
ent a Lok Sabha member,
however, thanked the oppo-
sition leaders for proposing

his name. He said he was
honoured that his name
was proposed by West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee to run for
the office of the President
of India. "Subsequent to
Mamata didi proposing my
name, I have received a
number of calls from oppo-
sition leaders offering their
support for my candida-
ture," Abdullah said in the
statement, adding he had
discussions with senior col-
leagues of his party and
family about this "unex-
pected" development.

Surge in Covid cases

‘States, UTs to submit ‘larger number’ of
samples for whole genome sequencing’

AGNIPATH SCHEME PROTESTS

‘Shun violence; govt
ready to hold talks’

The Railways cancelled 369
trains on Saturday due to the
agitation against the Centre's
recently announced Agnipath
scheme for recruitment of
soldiers in the armed forces,
officials said. These include
210 mail/express and 159
local passenger trains. The
Railways has also partially
cancelled two mail/express
trains, thus the total number
of trains affected during the
day is 371, the officials said.

The Centre on Saturday
announced several incentives
including reserving 10 per
cent vacancies in its paramil-
itary and the defence min-
istry for Agnipath retirees
and said it will look into any
grievance about the new mil-
itary recruitment scheme
"with an open mind'', even as
violent protests raged on in
many states and opposition
parties stepped up pressure
for a rollback. The Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) said it
has decided to reserve 10 per
cent vacancies for recruit-
ment in CAPFs and Assam
Rifles for Agniveers. 

369 trains cancelled
due to Agnipath

protests

10% quota for
Agniveers in defence

ministry jobs

PPaattnnaa//KKoollkkaattaa//BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr//RRaanncchhii:: Protestors continued to
target railway properties in Bihar and West Bengal on Saturday
to vent their ire against the Agnipath defence recruitment
scheme disrupting train services in the eastern region for the
fourth day in a row, while demonstrations were held on roads in
Odisha and Jharkhand.
Job aspirants also did push-ups on a road in Bihar capital Patna
and on railway tracks in West Bengal's North 24 Parganas, while
one youth ran 60 kilometres in Odisha's Nabarangpur as marks
of their opposition to the 'Agnipath' short-term recruitment
scheme.

Protestors continue to attack railway properties

Anurag Thakur

Three govt officials caught
taking Rs 1.3 lakh bribe

PM meets his mother on her
birthday, seeks blessings

PM Narendra Modi meets his mother Heeraba on her 100th birthday,
at her residence in Gandhinagar, Saturday.

New Delhi, Jun 18 (PTI): 

In a setback for Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain, a court
here on Saturday dismissed the
bail plea of the AAP leader who
was arrested last month by the
Enforcement Directorate in a
money laundering case.
Special Judge Geetanjli Goel
denied the relief to Jain, saying
that in the absence of medical
documents showing his medical
condition, the accused cannot be
enlarged on bail only on the
ground that he suffers from
sleep apnea. The court also said
that if granted bail, there was a
possibility that Jain could tamp-
er with evidence as he occupied
an influential position.
Considering the facts and cir-
cumstances of the case and the
nature of allegations against the
accused and that the application
for bail does not pass muster
even on the triple test (accused
is not a flight risk, will not influ-
ence witnesses and will not
tamper with the evidence) for
grant of bail at this stage, the
application is dismissed being
without merits, the judge said.

Jain refused bail

Vadodara, Jun 18 (PTI): 

Asserting that empow-
erment of women and
their rapid progress is nec-
essary for the speedy de-
velopment of the 21st cen-
tury India, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday said making the
lives of women easier and
providing opportunities to
them to move ahead are
among the top priorities of
his government.

India is making plans
and taking decisions keep-
ing in mind the needs and
aspirations of women, he

said, adding that his gov-
ernment has opened doors
for women so that they can
pursue career in the fields
of their interest - be it

armed forces or mines.
Modi was addressing a
rally here after launching
a project of the Gujarat
government addressing
the nutritional require-
ment of pregnant women
and a similar programme
targeting tribal women.
On the occasion, he also
unveiled via video link 18
railway projects worth Rs
16,000-crore, laid the foun-
dation stone for the per-
manent campus of the
Central University of
Gujarat and the new build-
ing of Bharatiya Gati
Shakti Vishwavidyalaya.

‘Empowerment of women necessary
for India’s development’

Oppn Prez nominee: Farooq withdraws his name
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MiC of DMC approves survey list of OBC 
and economically weaker sections 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  1188::  The MiC meeting
of Durg Municipal Corporation
was held under the chair of
Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal at the
Data Center the other day. The
Chhattisgarh Quantifiable Data
Commission  had conducted a
survey of the people from the
Other Backward Classes
Commission and economically
weaker sections under the Durg
Municipal limits. 

After conducting this survey
from September 2021 to April
2022, claims were invited by
publishing the list between May

5 to May 13, 2022. A total of 08
claims have been received,
after resolving which the list
was tabled in the meeting of
MIC for approval of the final list.
The MiC gave approval to the
list and marked it for being

placed in the general body
meeting. It needs a mention
that Corporation Commissioner
Haresh Mandavi gave detailed
information about the survey
list to the Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal, Speaker Rajesh Yadav

and members of MiC present.
Thereafter approval was given
by MIC to send the above list to
the general meeting. 

In the meeting, MiC mem-
bers Abdul Gani, Rishabh Jain,
Bhola Mahobia, Deepak Sahu,
Sanjay Kohle, Mandeep Bhatia,
Hameed Khokhar, Jayshree
Joshi, Satyawati Verma,
Jamuna Sahu, Shankar Thakur,
Executive Engineer Rajesh
Pandey, Assistant Engineer RK
Jain, Shankar Dayal Sharma,
Nodal Officer Prakash Chand
Thawani, Accounts Officer RK
Borkar, Sharad Ratnakar were
present.

Juhi Vyas crowned Mrs India Inc 1st runner-up 
Bhilai, Jun 18: Juhi Vyas,
a multi-talented woman en-
trepreneur of Durg, has
been crowned Mrs India
Inc First Runner-up by the
prestigious and most credi-
ble beauty pageant for mar-
ried women in India. Mrs
India Inc is associated with
the oldest and world's most
prestigious beauty pageant
"Mrs World". Juhi will rep-
resent India globally at Mrs
Galaxy next year.

She was accorded a rous-
ing welcome on her arrival
at home town on Saturday.
While interacting with
media persons, Juhi said
that participation in a pres-
tigious beauty pageant was
a challenging task for her.
Being a 31-year-old mother
of two kids, she worked
hard for more than two
years and lost almost 15-17

kgs of body weight. Juhi
said that her husband, in-
laws, sister and mother
supported her a lot in chas-
ing the dream.

Juhi Vyas resides at
Shikshak Nagar in Durg in
a joint family. She is happi-
ly married to businessman
Shantanu Vyas and the cou-
ple is blessed with two
adorable kids. Although a
student of software engi-
neering, she let the passion
guide her profession. Juhi
is an internationally certi-

fied make-up artist and
hairdresser and successful-
ly runs her own salon and
spa.

"Hard work and dedica-
tion are at the core of all I
do and I don't believe in giv-
ing up! I'm a fitness enthu-
siast and agree with the
adage that Health is
Wealth. Dancing is one of
the many ways I keep fit
and learning
Bharatnatyam post mar-
riage has added form and
discipline to my life. I truly

appreciate the importance
of balanced living and
therefore try to dedicate
equal time to my personal
and professional life", she
said.

"As a mother, the very
thought of children being
sexually abused breaks my
heart and I want to work to-
wards tougher penalties for
rapists and paedophiles for
a safer society. I believe that
after winning the beauty
pageant crown at a presti-
gious platform, I'd have a
larger reach to voice my
opinion and bring about a
positive change in this
world", she concluded.

Juhi's husband
Shantanu Vyas, sister
Purvi Ostwal, Dr Pradeep
Chaudhary and family
friends were present dur-
ing the press conference.

Over 9000 students apply for online admission in first two days 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  1188:: In the first two days
of the opening of online admis-
sions, so far 9000 students have
applied for admission in
Hemchand Yadav University,
Durg. Giving this information, the
Dean of the University, Student
Welfare, Dr Prashant Srivastava
said that the maximum number of
applications are for Government
Vishwanath Yadav Tamaskar
Mahavidyalaya, Durg and
Government Girls College, Durg. 

It is noteworthy that, as per the
instructions of the Government of
Chhattisgarh, at present only the
students who have passed the
12th examination from the
Chhattisgarh Board are applying
for admission in the first year

graduation classes. Students who
have appeared in CBSE of ICSE
board will apply for online admis-
sion after the declaration of result.
Dr Srivastava told that while ap-
plying online, students should up-
load all the documents as per the
instructions given on the portal,
otherwise there may be difficulty
in their admission process. The
merit list for admission will be re-
leased only after the declaration of
CBSE result. In this regard, the
Vice Chancellor of the University,
Dr Aruna Palta has taken a meet-
ing of the principals of all the col-
leges and apprised them about the
instructions of the government re-

garding the admission process.
Meanwhile in the RDC meeting for
PhD, a thorough examination of
the synopsis submitted by 25 re-
searchers of psychology and
mathematics was done by the sub-
ject experts. Dr Usha Kiran
Agarwal, external expert of psy-
chology, emphasized on the need
to include the results of research
work of all the researchers from
Raipur in view of the importance in
social interest. Also present were
Dr Shobha Srivastava, Department
head and Dr Devjani Mukherjee,
President of the Board of Studies.
The research scholars were ac-
companied by their research direc-

tors Dr Sonber, Dr Gurpreet Kaur
Chhabra. In the RDC meeting of
Mathematics, external expert Dr
VS Thakur suggested for many
changes in the title of the synopsis
of the researchers and in the re-
search methodology. Head
Department Dr Anupama Asthana
and President of the Study Board
Dr Padmavati were present in the
meeting of Mathematics. Dr
Rakesh Tiwari, Dr Prachi Singh
were also present as research di-
rectors. According to Dr
Srivastava, on June 21, 2022, RDC
meeting for Political Science will
be held. Dr Rajmani Patel, Deputy
Registrar of University
Examinations said that out of 51
annual examinations of the
University, results of 32 have been
declared. After the entire results of
the annual examination are de-
clared, results of graduation and
semester examinations will be de-
clared.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 18: It is a
matter of great pride that
Yash Singh Bhadauria
(s/o Nagesh Pratap Singh
Bhadauria and Anita
Singh Bhadauria), of Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya, Sec-
10, Bhilai, has exhibited
an excellent performance
in CG-PET conducted by
C h h a t t i s g a r h
P r o f e s s i o n a l
Examination Board.

He has brought laurels
to the school by securing
9th rank in PET 2022. The
result reflects the com-
bined efforts, hardwork,
sincerity and dedication
of the SSV fraternity and
the family.

The School
Management, Principal
and Staff extended their

heartiest congratulations
to Yash Singh Bhadauria
and his parents and fami-
ly for his magnificent
achievement and also
conveyed their best wish-
es for all his future en-
deavours.

Considering frequent mishaps, MP 
Vijay Baghel inspects Bhilai Steel Plant

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 18: In view of
the frequent mishaps in
the last few days, MP
Vijay Baghel visited
Bhilai Steel Plant and as-
sessed the safety arrange-
ments and other facilities.
First of all, he visited the
Safety Department and
questioned the officials
about the safety measures
being taken in the plant.
Executive Director
(Personnel) KK Singh and
Executive Director
(Operations) Anjani
Kumar accompanied him
during the visit. General
Manager (Safety) GP
Singh detailed the safety
processes being followed
in BSP. Baghel opined

that instead of hiring an
external agency, the plant
workers can give more
suggestions and informa-
tion about the safety
arrangements as they
have first hand informa-
tion about the plant.

Baghel added that
along with the life of
workers, protection of the
plant's property is also
very important. Proper
security measures must
be in place to check thefts
and burglaries. The shops
which have been closed
should be dismantled as
soon as possible, he said.

Thereafter, MP Vijay
Baghel visited the mishap
site of SMS 2 where casu-
alties occurred in the re-
cent past. He instructed
the CGM that there
should be no compromise
with safety. He added that
there must be a good can-
teen, rest room and toilet
for personnel. The rate of
accidents can also be
brought down by giving a
favourable atmosphere to
the workmen.

During the tour of Rail
and Structural Mill,
Baghel reached the place
where he had worked for
19 years as an employee.
He got emotional on spot-
ting his chair and the
locker. His co-workers ac-
corded a rousing welcome
at Baghel at RSM.

He said that there has
been a lot of improve-
ment in Rail and
Structural Mill, but for
achieving zero accident
status, a lot more needs to
be done. Baghel unexpect-
edly moved towards the

toilet and canteen of Rail
and Structural Mill. He
expressed resentment on
seeing the lack of sanita-
tion at the toilet and the
condition of fittings. He
said that the responsibili-
ty of the officers should
be fixed for the arrange-
ment of rest rooms, can-
teens and toilets.

Then, he moved to-
wards the Wire and Road
Mill and Merchant Mill
and expressed satisfac-
tion over the cleanliness.
He pointed out the need
for improvements in the

canteen and other
arrangements.

He interacted with the
contract workers and
asked about their salary
and safety kits. The con-
tract workers shared
their problems with
Baghel. The MP exam-
ined the safety tools and
assured them that he
would take initiatives to
solve their problems. He
said that safety at the
workplace and wages as
per the law are the rights
of every worker.

Later, MP Baghel

chaired a meeting with
Director Incharge
Anirban Dasgupta, ED
(Personnel) KK Singh and
ED (Operations) Anjani
Kumar. He said that BSP
management should
work more seriously for
the safety and facilities of
the workers. He asked
them to take steps for pre-
venting thefts in the Plant
and install CCTV cam-
eras. He added that safety
meetings must be held in
every department and the
contract workers should
not be changed even if

their contractors are
changed. Biometric sys-
tems should be installed
for attendance of contract
labourers so that their
salary related malprac-
tices can be removed.

OA-BSP President
Narendra Banchhor,
BWU President Ujjwal
Dutta, Khubchand
Verma, Bhilai Ispat
Mazdoor Sangh President
IP Mishra, General
Secretary Ravi Singh,
Working President
Chinna Keshavalu,
SC/ST Federation

Chairman Sunil
Ramteke; Bhilai Ispat
Mazdoor Sangh Vice
President Sharda Gupta,
Harishankar Chaturvedi,
Rajesh Chauhan
Mahendra Singh, Umesh
Mishra, CP Singh,
Srinivas Mishra, Anil
Singh, Pradeep Pal, Viren
Murkute, Sanjay Sharma,
Madhavrao, Ravindra
Raul, John Arthar, Shiv
Bahadur Singh,
Dileshwar Rao, Amit
Burman, Suresh Singh,
Vimal Pandey, S Girish,
Poshan Verma, Shankar
Verma, Leelesh
Deshmukh, Chandra
Prakash Verma, Dinesh
Singh, Ashish Sharma,
Laxmikant Tiwari, DN
Pandey, Sheikh
Mehmood, Rajesh
Agrawal, Sanjay Sahu,
Vinod Soni Sahu, Manish
Yadav, Manoj Verma,
Santosh Kitchlu, Shekhar
Singh, Gopal Krishna
Verma, Dakeshwar
Parganiha, Bhagirathi
Chandrakar, Doman Soni
and others were present.

̈ Accesses safety
arrangements and
facilities for workers 

̈ Visits mishap sites,
interacts with
workers 

Four arrested for duping man of Rs 40 lakh 
in pretext of investments in business 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 18: Police have
arrested four persons on
charges of duping over Rs
40 lakh from a person in
pretext of investments in
different businesses. The
fifth accused is at large and
police are making sus-
tained efforts to trap him.
The accused had convinced
the victim to invest in a mo-
bile app "Instant Pocket
Money" through which
loans were to be provided
to the students.

They had also lured the
victim to invest money for
purchasing the gold de-
posited in the banks (gold
seized by banks in case of
default in gold loans) and
sell it at higher prices in
the open market. The joint
team of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit, Durg and
Thana Bhilai Bhatti has ar-

rested the accused.
While addressing

media persons here
at the Police Control
Room on Saturday,
SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed
that Bhatti Police
Station had received
a complaint from
Jai Prakash
Chauhan of Sector
01. He complained
that one Shekhar
Pasine, Pankaj
Verma, Muskan
Gupta, Adnan Sheikh and
Sharik Khan have duped
Rs 40.58 lakhs from him in
pretext of investment in
two businesses.

The victim paid the
money to the accused in in-
stallments during
December 21, 2019 to June
20, 2021 through bank
transfers and cash. A case
was lodged under section

420, 34 of IPC and taken up
for investigation.

The joint team of ACCU
and Bhatti Police Station
collected detailed informa-
tion from the victim Jai
Prakash Chauhan after
which all the necessary evi-
dence including the bank
accounts & statements, mo-
biles, etc were collected and
analysed. On the basis of

technical analysis, the loca-
tions of accused Shekhar
Pasine, Pankaj Verma,
Muskan Gupta and Adnan
Sheikh were ensured. The
accused Shekhar Pasien
was arrested from Bilaspur
while the accused Pankaj
Verma, Muskan Gupta and
Adnan Sheikh were arrest-
ed from Raipur. During in-
terrogation, they confessed

to have cheated Jai
Prakash Chauhan.
Adnan Sheikh is a
bank employee and
had convinced the
victim to invest
money for purchas-
ing gold from banks.
The amount deposit-
ed in the bank ac-
counts of the ac-
cused has been put
on hold. The investi-
gation is going on re-
garding the money
used by the accused.

Under the guidance of
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
and DSP (Crime) Nasar
Siddhiqui, the joint team
led by Inspector Santosh
Mishra (I/c ACCU) and
Inspector KK Kushwaha
(SHO, Bhatti) including
ASI Praveen Singh, Head
Constable Hemlata
Markam, Constable
Jhumuk Lal Sinha, ASI

Shamit Mishra, Head
Constable Chandrashekhar
Banjir, Constable Javed
Khan, Vikrant Yadu,
Satyendra Maria, Shahbaz
Khan, Pankaj Chaturvedi
and Jugnu Singh played a
vital role in solving the
case.

The accused Shekhar
Pasine (33) son of Shashi
Kumar Pasine a resident of
Talpuri Colony, Bhilai;
Pankaj Verma (29) son of
Rajendra Kumar Verma a
resident of Jawahar Nagar,
Satna (M.P.); Muskan Gupta
(23) wife of Pankaj Verma a
resident of Jawahar Nagar,
Satna (M.P.) and Adnan
Shaheed (32) son of
Shaheed Ahmed Qureshi a
resident of Sanjay Nagar,
RDA, Raipur have been ar-
rested. Police are trying to
arrest the absconding ac-
cused who has been identi-
fied as Sharik Khan.

Sri Sankara
Vidyalaya excels

in CG- PET 2021-22

p Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg

CONTRASTING GENERATIONS OF NEEDS & DEMANDS

A round three to four
decades ago during our

sunny days of childhood, al-
most majority of the kids, ir-

respective of their social sta-
tus, rich or poor, popular or
unpopular, educated or uned-
ucated were kids of NEED
BASED GENERATION who
used to ask for their basic
needs and up to some extent,
luxurious needs and the par-
ents of all sections were capa-
ble to fulfill their needs ac-
cording to the limitations of
their pockets, but quite con-
trary to this now-a-days this
DEMAND BASED GENERA-
TION of kids are not like we
used to be needy generation
kids rather these kids are gen-
eration of demands not needy
and at his point of time, the
kids are not bothered about

the source of their parental
income rather they want their
demands to be met even at
the cost of loosing lives, cor-
ruption, bloodshed, quarrels,
rows and ultimately parents
are compelled to satisfy their
kids by 'HOOK OR CROOK'.
This picture of life is alarming
and kids do not know the lim-
its and chasing towards end-
less Horizons of their de-
mands and greed. Now, its
right time to strike the IRON
when it's HOT. We education-
alists, Teaching-learning bod-
ies, academic institutions, so-
cial platforms, must make
them feel, think and realize
the value of Human emotions,

value of mutual respect,
depth of communal Harmony,
Universal brotherhood and all
soft skills to be groomed, nur-
tured polished and see them
flourishing within stipulated
time frame infront of our
eyes-say about within a
decade from now, moreover,
if we do not think in this situa-
tion then we must be ready to
pay heavy for NO-SIN from
we parents or elder's side.

GV Rajshekhar Rao
TThhee  AAuutthhoorr  iiss  FFuullbbrriigghhtt

SScchhoollaarr//pprreesseennttllyy  PPrriinncciippaall  ooff
TTAATTAA  DDAAVV  PPuubblliicc  SScchhooooll,,

SSoonnaaddiihh
BBaallooddaa  BBaazzaarr..    

GV Rajshekhar Rao



Guest teachers 
continuing their strike

Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  1188::  The new aca-
demic session has started in the
state and around 2100 local
guest teachers are continuing
their strike in Bastar. The serv-
ices of these local guest teach-
ers were taken in the last
months of the session, but the
local guest teachers are de-
manding joining at the begin-
ning of the session itself. 

So far no initiative has been
taken by the government or ad-
ministration for talks. Due to
which the patience limit of
these guest teachers has start-
ed breaking. Local guest teach-
ers are on strike since June 1 in
support of their 9 point de-
mands. These teachers have
been recruited as local guest
teachers in Dantewada,
Narayanpur, Kanker,
Kondagaon districts. At the
same time, he was appointed as
a 'Shikshak Sewak' in Bastar
district and as 'Shikshank doot'
in Sukma and Bijapur. 

Local teachers say that as

soon as regular teachers join
the school, they are being evict-
ed from their jobs. Many female
guest teachers sitting on strike
have reached Jagdalpur city
from far and wide. Their hope is
that from this dharna, the gov-
ernment will listen to their de-
mands and they will be able to
get their job again.

Pravesh Utsav celebrated on the theme
of ‘Everybody’s Right to Education’

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jun 18: On the
theme of "No child should
be left this time, education
is on everyone's right", the
School Coming Festival or
Pravesh Utsav was started
at Maharani Laxmi Bai
Kanya Shala in Bilaspur
district on 16 June.

Inaugurating this pro-
gram virtually, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that in the present era
there is a need to integrate
education with innovation
and new technology. He
said that despite the clo-
sure of schools and other
educational institutions
during the Corona era, the
teaching work continued
continuously with new
technology.

Bhupesh Baghel talked

about the conduct of regu-
lar classes in this session
and special attention
should be paid to the back-
ward children in studies
during the Corona period.
He also encouraged the stu-
dents and teachers to study
and teach with new energy
and new enthusiasm.

School Education
Minister Premsai Singh
Tekam, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, Higher
Education Minister Umesh

Patel, Urban Development
Minister Shivkumar
Dahria, Parliamentary
Secretary Rashmi Ashish
Singh and senior officials
were virtually present in
the programme.

With the commencement
of the school after a long
gap, not only was there en-
thusiasm among the newly
admitted for admission in
the school, but the enthusi-
asm of the parents and
teachers was also being

seen.
On the occasion of the

utsav, Joint Director of
Education Department RN
Hiradhar, District
Education Officer DK
Kaushik, D.M.C. Om
Pandey, A.P.C. Rameshwar
Jaiswal, public representa-
tives Sheikh Nazruddin,
Ankit Gauraha, other pub-
lic representatives and offi-
cials and a large number of
parents and students were
present.

Door-to-door garbage collection
started in Odgi Panchayat 

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jun 18: With the
objective of a clean, beauti-
ful, and prosperous village,
door-to-door garbage collec-
tion is being started by
Swachhata Didis in Odgi
Gram Panchayat. Along
with this, a segregation
unit has also been started
for solid and liquid waste
management.

Parliamentary Secretary
and Baikunthpur MLA
Ambika Singhdeo,
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
and District Panchayat
CEO Kunal Dudawat here
in a inaugural function,
presented four e-for waste
collection for solid and liq-
uid waste management in
Panchayat Bhawan office
premises of Gram
Panchayat Odgi under

Swachh Bharat Mission
Rural. The rickshaw was
flagged off. Through e-rick-
shaw, door-to-door garbage
collection will be done by
Swachhata Didis in the
Gram Panchayat area.

Parliamentary Secretary
and Baikunthpur MLA
Singhdeo congratulated the
sanitation didis and en-
couraged them to do better
work. Collector Sharma in-
formed the present sanita-

tion workers and villagers
about the methods of waste
management through their
own efforts.

To make the Gram
Panchayat clean, beautiful
and prosperous, he asked to
ensure the use of dustbins
in the houses so that the
Swachhata Didis should be
able to collect the garbage
easily. Along with this, he
appealed to the villagers for
better management of cat-
tle and sending the cattle to
Gauthan.

On the call of the
Collector, all the villagers
took oath to maintain
cleanliness in the village.
Villagers including repre-
sentatives of Gram
Panchayat and officers and
employees of district ad-
ministration were present
on this occasion.
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AAsssstt..  iinn  SSDDMM  

ooffffiiccee  ssuussppeennddeedd
Mahasamund, Jun 18: The

Collector Nileshkumar
Kshirsagar has suspended
Roshan Lal Soni, working as
Asst. Grade-2 SDM (Revenue)
office in Bagbahra with imme-
diate effect. The order in this
regard  was issued from
Collector's office today.
Roshan Lal Soni, is posted in
Tehsil office Saraipali, associ-
ated with SDM (R) Office of
Bagbahra, in District
Mahasamund. Working in the
post of Reader, there is video
with demand for bribe of Rs
30000 and from this he is seen
accepting Rs 10000 and this
video has gone viral on the so-
cial media.  

Delhi Police arrests man for ‘instigating’
Agnipath protesters in Delhi

New Delhi, Jun 18 (PTI):

The Delhi Police has ar-
rested a man for allegedly
making an inflammatory
speech and instigating
youths protesting against
the Agnipath Scheme
here, officials said on
Saturday.

Police said Surender
Sharma alias Fauji made
the alleged speech Friday
morning to a gathering of
50-60 agitators during the
protest near the gate of the
MCD office in Baba

Haridas Nagar.
The youths were shout-

ing slogans to press for the
withdrawal of the newly
announced Agnipath
scheme for the recruit-
ment of soldiers in the
armed forces on a contrac-
tual basis for four years.

The protesters were
moved to one side of the
road so that the traffic
movement was not dis-
turbed, a senior police offi-
cer said, adding they were
later asked to disperse
peacefully.

Later, Sharma, a resi-
dent of Asalatpur Khawad
village near Daulatpur,
joined the protest and
started to “instigate” the
agitators through his in-
flammatory speech. He
also got into a scuffle with
the police personnel there,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Dwarka) M Harsha
Vardhan said.

A total of 18 protesters
were detained at the spot
and they were booked
under preventive action,
police said.

Modi to visit Bengaluru and Mysuru
on June 20-21: Karnataka CM

Bengaluru, Jun 18 (PTI):

Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai on
Saturday said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
be on a two-day visit to the
state during which he will be
participating at various
events in Bengaluru and
Mysuru.

Laying the foundation
stone for Bengaluru
Suburban Railway Project,
inauguration of Dr B R
Ambedkar School of
Economics (BASE), partici-
pating in the Yoga Day event
and visit to Chamundi hills
and Suttur Mutt, a promi-
nent Lingayat seminary, are
among the key highlights of
his upcoming visit.

“On June 20 and 21, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
be visiting Bengaluru and
Mysuru. We have got his pro-
gramme schedule. All
arrangements have been

done for the smooth conduct
of the programmes and all
our leaders, legislators, min-
isters, officials and also po-
lice are working in coordina-
tion with the SPG,” Bommai
said. SPG refers to the
Special Protection Group
which is a government
agency responsible for the
safety and protection of the
Prime Minister. Speaking to
reporters after reviewing
preparations at
Kommaghatta where the
Prime Minister will be ad-
dressing a public function,
Bommai said PM Modi will
be landing in Bengaluru’s
Yelahanka Airforce Station
at 11.55 am on June 20 and
from there he will take a
chopper to Air Force
Command and further pro-
ceed to the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), where he will
be attending two events.

At IISc, Modi will be inau-
gurating the Brain Cell

Development Centre, for
which IT major Infosys co-
founder Kris
Gopalakrishnan and family
have donated Rs 450 crore.
Also, the Prime Minister will
be laying foundation for a
850-bed research hospital
which is being setup by IT
company Mindtree, Bommai
added.

After IISC, the PM will be
heading to Kommaghatta to
lay the foundation stone for
Bengaluru Suburban
Railway Project and inaugu-
ration or foundation stone
for railway, road projects, and
multi-modal logistic parks.
Stating that suburban rail-
way is needed for Bengaluru
to connect the city to the out-
skirts, the CM said talks were
going on for long regarding
the Rs 15,000 crore-worth
project and a firm decision
has been taken to start the
work with the BJP govern-
ment coming to power.
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Man held
New Delhi: A man was
arrested for allegedly
raping a 25-year-old
woman in west Delhi’s
Kirti Nagar area on the
pretext of providing
her a job, police said on
Saturday. The incident
took place on Thursday
and an FIR was regis-
tered at the Kirti Nagar
police station on
Friday, police said.
Deputy Commissioner
of Police (west)
Ghanshyam Bansal
said the accused, iden-
tified as Shubham, is a
resident of Baba
Haridas Nagar. He has
been sent to judicial
custody, police said.

2 killed 
Ludhiana: A 25-year-
old man and his tod-
dler-niece were killed
when the roof of their
house on the city’s out-
skirts collapsed follow-
ing heavy rains in the
early hours of
Saturday, police said.
Four members of the
family were injured.
The incident happened
in Bohra village when
Vijay Kumar and his
niece Divya (17
months) were sleeping
in the house with other
family members. The
area had witnessed
rains before the inci-
dent. Police said the
neighbours rushed for
help on hearing the
cries of the members of
the family trapped
under the debris follow-
ing the roof collapse.

8.46 cr Ganja seized 
Agartala: Ganja
worth Rs 8.46 crore has
been seized and two
persons have been ar-
rested in Tripura’s
Khowai district, police
said on Saturday.
Acting on a tip-off, po-
lice intercepted an
LPG tanker in
Mugiakami Police
Station area on Friday
and seized 5,364 kg of
cannabis from it, a po-
lice officer said. Two
persons, hailing from
Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh, were arrest-
ed, Superintendent of
Police Bhanupada
Chakraborty said. This
was the highest ganja
seizure in Tripura in
recent times, he said,
adding they were
smuggling cannabis
for a long time.

New Delhi, Jun 18:

India’s COVID genome
sequencing facility, the
Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG) on Friday has
reviewed the genomic sur-
veillance data, where they
have found that Omicron
sub-lineages majorly BA.2,
BA.2.38 and in some parts
of the country BA.4 and
BA.5 have caused a spike
in COVID-19 cases. But
there is no new variant
found as of now, sources
said.

According to the
sources, BA.2 is 60 per cent
and BA.2.38 is 33 per cent
and has been found in ge-
nomic surveillance.

But the percentage of
BA.4 and BA.5 is still very

less. In various parts of
the country where clusters
have been reported like
Mumbai, Trivandrum,
Puducherry, Mizoram,
North-east, Delhi - NCR
like Gurugram,

Faridabad, and Kerala
most of the cases are of
BA.2 and BA.2.38.

The BA.2 and BA.2.38 is
running ‘neck to neck’ and
indicating higher trans-
missibility and dominat-

ing currently in most of
the places.

Most of the cases are of
mild infection that in-
cludes cold, cough, fever
and body ache.

Amid rising COVID-19
cases it has been discussed
and recommended by the
team members of IN-
SACOG that people should
continue to follow COVID-
19 appropriate behaviour
and contact tracing should
continue in the country, es-
pecially where clusters
have been reported.

India on Saturday has
recorded a total number of
13,216 cases in the last 24
hours with a weekly posi-
tivity rate of 2.47 per cent.

This is the first time in
113 days that India has re-
ported over 13,000 cases.

Omicron sub-lineages
behind Covid spike in India

New Delhi, Jun 18 (PTI):

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Saturday
held a meeting with the top
brass of the Army, Navy
and the Air Force on the

overall situation arising
out of the rollout of the
‘Agnipath’ military recruit-
ment scheme as protests
against it intensified in
several parts of the coun-
try. The meeting was at-

tended by Chief of Air
Staff Air Chief Marshal
VR Chaudhari, Navy Chief
Admiral R Hari Kumar
and Vice Chief of Army
Staff Gen B S Raju.

It is learnt that the focus
of the meeting was to en-
sure a quick rollout of the
‘Agnipath’ scheme and
ways to pacify the agita-
tors.

Army Chief Gen Manoj
Pande could not attend the
meeting as he is in
Hyderabad on an official
tour. The Army, Navy and
the Air Force on Friday an-
nounced to start the enrol-
ment process under the
new model by next week.

Rajnath meets top brass of Army, Navy and IAF
Guwahati, Jun 18 (PTI):

Assam reeled under dev-
astating floods caused by
incessant rain, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
taking stock of the situa-
tion and Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma vis-
iting several relief camps
sheltering affected people
on Saturday, officials said.

As many as 19 lakh peo-
ple remained affected by
the deluge in 28 districts. A
total of 55 people have died
due to floods and land-
slides in the state this year.

A boat carrying flood-af-
fected people has capsized
in Hojai district, leaving
three children missing

while 21 others have been
rescued.

A group of 24 villagers
were moving to safety
from inundated Islampur

village late on Friday
night when the boat hit
submerged a brick kiln
and capsized in Raikota
area. Modi called up

Sarma and enquired about
the flood situation, while
also assuring the chief
minister of all possible
help from the Centre.

“Earlier today, spoke to
Assam CM and took stock
of the situation due to
floods in the state. Assured
all possible support from
the Centre. I pray for the
safety and well-being of
the people of Assam affect-
ed by flooding,” Modi
tweeted. Sarma, replying
to the prime minister’s
tweet, thanked him. “Very
kind of you to have called
to take an update on the re-
lief and rehabilitation
work in flood affected
areas of Assam.

Assam reels under devastating floods, PM Modi dials Himanta

The Urban population
and accompanied ad-

vantages are likely to hit
the 50 percent mark in
Telangana by 2025. This is
two and half decades
ahead of all other states in
the country. As of now the
national average of the
urban population in the
country stood at 31.16 per
cent in the total population
and Telangana recorded
46.8 percent in its total pop-
ulation at the same period.
These averages were regis-
tered in the Niti Aayog rev-
elations and only two
states Tamil Nadu and
Kerala are ahead of
Telangana in this aspect.
Among the top three ur-
banised states Tamil Nadu
records an average of 48.45
percent urban population
among its total population
while Kerala recorded
47.23 percent.
Maharashtra followed
Telangana with 45.23 per-
cent.

The Niti Aayog while
considering the cities as
the engines of economic
growth feels the ripple ef-
fect of the economic activi-
ties in Urban areas would
lead to multi-fold increase
in employment and in-
come levels.

It may be recalled that
the progressive urban poli-
cies and initiatives of the

state government have
helped the state to secure
expansion of urban areas
and urban population ef-
fectively. The initiatives of
government to increase
the number of urban local
bodies subsequent to the
formation of the
Telangana state heave
helped the transformation
of urban landscape in the
state.

Though the existing
urban local bodies consti-
tute less than three percent
of the land mass in the
state the same region con-
tributes close to two thirds
of the state’s GDP and it
may be one of the reason
why the population and
man power is attracted to
the urban areas in the
state.

Mercer rated Hyderabad
as the best city in India in
the “Quality of living

index” for six consecutive
years and this can be taken
as a bench mark of the
government’s interest to-
wards attaining develop-
ment in the state.

While the population in-
crease in the urban local
bodies and urban areas are
making the state a major
achiever on the urbanisa-
tion, the state is likely to
inch towards fifty percent
urban population covered
area by 2025. The Niti
Aayog as per the CEO
Amitabh Kanth is predict-
ing the same urbanisation
process would be achieved
in the country by 2050.
Thus the state of
Telangana is two and a half
decades ahead of its count-
er parts and Hyderabad
being at the top of the table
with major achievements
remained to be the number
one. The city tops in pur-
chasing power index, safe-
ty index, healthcare index,
cost of living index, prop-
erty price to income ratio
index, traffic commute
time index, and pollution
or climate index respec-
tively. The city though not
competing with any other
urban part of the country
remained one among the
thirty major cities in the
world to achieve the quali-
ty and economic competi-
tiveness.

Leh, Jun 18 (PTI):

Amid complaints of
tourists facing hardships in
getting accommodation in
high-altitude areas due to a
heavy rush, authorities in
Ladakh have advised holi-
daymakers not to plan a stay
in the Pangong Lake area
without a prior booking.

The tourism department
Ladakh also advised the
tourists not to travel to high-
altitude areas like
Khardongla, Changla,
Pangong Lake, Tsomoriri
and Penzela before 48 hours

have elapsed since their ar-
rival in Leh.

“Pangong lake area is a
wild-life notified sanctuary
and hence accommodation
availability is limited.
Considering the limited ac-
commodation available,
tourists/visitors should
avoid plans of stay at
Pangong without prior
booking of accommoda-
tion,” the Ladakh tourism
department said in an advi-
sory. Extending to almost
160km with one-third lying
in India and the other two-
thirds in China, the

Pangong Lake is the world’s
highest saltwater water
body at an altitude of 4,350
metre, and a great attraction
for the tourists visiting
Ladakh.

Its water, which seems to
be dyed in blue, stands in
stark contrast to the arid
mountains surrounding it.
The advisory was issued on
Friday to ensure safe and se-
cure visit and stay of the
tourists in the Union
Territory of Ladakh.

“Tourists/visitors are ad-
vised to travel to Ladakh by
road/air with proper pre-
booking (through registered
travel agents/tour opera-
tors) of
accommodation...Tourists/
visitors are advised to not
travel to high altitude areas
such as Khardongla,
Changla, Pangong Lake,
Tsomoriri, Penzela etc be-
fore 48 hours from the time
of landing/arrival at Leh,
the advisory read.

A damaged bridge after flood due to heavy rains in
Sonitpur district, Saturday.

Avoid planning stays in Pangong Lake area without
prior booking: Ladakh admin to tourists

Telangana transforming
urban ahead of all states
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Washington, Jun 18 (PTI):

US President Joe Biden
said on Friday said that he
shared a “very good” rela-
tionship with India and
has visited the country
twice, as he left on a week-
end trip to his home in
Delaware. The president
told reporters at the White
House that he had been
briefed on the three

Americans who have been
missing in Ukraine.

“I don’t know where
they are. But I want to reit-
erate. Americans should
not be going to Ukraine. I
say it again. Americans
should not be going to
Ukraine, he said.

In response to a ques-
tion on India, Biden said,
“I have been to India twice
and will be back. My rela-

tionship with (India is)
very good”. Biden’s re-
marks came a day after
State Department
spokesperson Ned Price
said the US is there for
India and reiterated that
New Delhi’s relationship
with Moscow developed
over several decades when
Washington was “not pre-
pared or able to be a part-
ner of choice” for the
Indian government. Price
was responding to a ques-
tion on whether the US
was talking with the
Indian authorities as India
and other Asian nations
are becoming an increas-
ingly vital source of oil
revenues for sanctions-hit
Russia, despite strong
pressure from America.

“We have had a number
of discussions with our
Indian partners, and the
point that we have made is
that every country is going
to have a different rela-
tionship with Moscow,”
Price told reporters at his
daily news conference on
Thursday.

My relationship with India
is ‘very good’ : Joe Biden

U.S. President Joe Biden speaks to members of the press
prior to a Marine One departure from the White House in
Washington, DC. President Biden is traveling to Rehoboth
Beach, Delaware to spend his weekend.

IMF team to visit Colombo next week to
discuss Sri Lanka assistance programme
Colombo, Jun 18 (PTI):

The IMF has reaffirmed
its commitment to help
crisis-hit Sri Lanka as a
team from the global
lender is set to visit
Colombo from Monday to
continue discussions on a
possible bailout pro-
gramme to support the is-
land nation’s economic re-
covery.

The economic crisis in
Sri Lanka has prompted
an acute shortage of es-
sential items like food,
medicine, cooking gas and
fuel across the island na-
tion.

“The International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
team is visiting Colombo
during June 20-30 to con-
tinue discussions on an
economic programme

that could be supported by
an IMF lending arrange-
ment, building on the
progress made during the
May 9-24 virtual mission,”
the international lender
has said in an email while
responding to local press
inquiries.

“We reaffirm our com-
mitment to support Sri
Lanka at this difficult
time, in line with the
IMF’s policies,” it said as
the island nation is facing
its worst economic crisis
since independence from
Britain in 1948.

9 dead, 40 injured
Mexico City: At least nine
people were killed and 40
injured in southern
Mexico when a bus carry-
ing people on a religious
outing overturned. The
civil defense office in the
southern state of Chiapas
said the crash occurred be-
fore dawn on Friday in the
township of Tila. The pas-
sengers had attended a
Feast of Corpus Christi
event, and were returning
to their homes state of
Tabasco when the bus
flipped. The cause of the
crash remains under in-
vestigation.

Gaza rocket
Jerusalem: Palestinian
militants fired a rocket
into southern Israel early
Saturday, shattering a two-
month lull that prevailed
along Gaza-Israel fence in
contrast to soaring ten-
sions in the West Bank.
The Israeli military said
aerial defence systems in-
tercepted the projectile,
which activated warning
sirens in the southern
coastal city of Ashkelon.
There were no reports of
casualties. No Palestinian
group claimed responsibil-
ity for the rocket fire.
Israel usually blames the
militant Hamas group for
any violence emanating
from the coastal enclave it
controls.

7 arrested 
Washington: US Capitol
Police said Friday that of-
ficers arrested seven
unauthorised people in a
congressional office
building Thursday night
and charged them with
unlawful entry. The peo-
ple identified themselves
as being affiliated with
CBS’ Late Show with
Stephen Colbert, a person
familiar with the matter
told The Associated
Press. Another person fa-
miliar with the matter
provided the AP with a
list of nine people who
had been stopped by
Capitol Police.

WWaasshhiinnggttoonn,,  JJuunn  1188  ((PPTTII))::  The
COVID-19 pandemic, climate crisis
and rise of authoritarianism, along
with conflicts in various parts of
the world, have resulted in an
increase in gender inequality,
according to Indian-American
Geeta Rao Gupta, who is
President Joe Biden’s nominee for
the position of the ambassador-
at-large for global women’s
issues.

During her confirmation hear-
ing on Thursday before the Senate
Committee on Foreign Relations,
Gupta, an expert on gender and
women’s issues, said she was
proud to be a US citizen and a

first-generation immigrant who
belongs to a family of professional
women, each of whom dedicated

their lives to serving their com-
munities and from a family of
men who supported them fully.

Gender inequality has increased, says US ambassador

T he world's coastlines are
at the forefront of cli-

mate change. That's because
they're constantly changing,
and respond quickly to
changes in climate. They're
particularly important be-
cause around 70% of the
world's population live within
100km of the coast, and 90% of
the world's trade passes
through ports on the coast. The
global economy relies on our
coastal systems functioning be-
cause of the volume of trade
and commerce that takes place
at or through the coastal zone.

Change and disruption do
not fall evenly across the globe,
however. Our new research is
the first to find a group of
coastal locations around the
world highly vulnerable to one
specific climate-driven change:
stronger waves, or waves com-
ing from a different direction,
which may cause widespread
coastal erosion.

These changes will affect
major ports and coastal cities
such as Lima, Cape Town,
Durban and Mombasa, as well
as broadly affecting the
Pacific-facing east coasts of
Peru and Chile, the Atlantic-
facing west coasts of Namibia
and South Africa, and the
southeast coast of Kenya down
to South Africa.

Many of these locations are
in developing nations with low
GDP, making it harder to adapt
or reduce damage from these
changes. While some areas
will be able to respond better
than others, the combined
GDP of countries most affect-
ed is only about one percent of
global GDP. This speaks to how
climate change can act as an
inequality amplifier, hitting
the Global South the hardest.

What's the link between 
climate change and 

wave strength?
Our previous work found cli-

mate change is already making
waves more powerful, particu-
larly in the Southern
Hemisphere.

How? Ocean waves are gener-
ated by winds blowing along
the ocean surface. If the sea
surface becomes warmer, wind
patterns change as well. In
turn, this can alter the wave
conditions across the world's
oceans.

But due to reasons such as
the fact that oceans are heating
at different rates in different
places, wave conditions are not
changing at the same rate
everywhere. Some areas will be
worse affected than others.

Why does this matter for hu-
mans on dry land? Because
waves have shaped Earth's
coastlines for millions of years.
Even small, sustained changes
in waves can have long term
consequences for our coasts
and the people who rely on
them.

That's because waves control
how much sand is moved along
the coast, and where it is de-
posited. Changes to local wave
climates could dramatically in-
crease erosion in some areas,
for instance, threatening
human and natural use of the

coasts as well as infrastructure
and houses.

To find out where they are
changing the most, we applied
wave tracking algorithms to
models of future wave condi-
tions. To model ocean waves in
the future, we used numerical
wave models driven by atmos-
pheric conditions such as wind
and air pressure, taken from
global climate models used by
the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change.

Our work builds on years of
research developing a method
to track different wave condi-
tions (or wave climates ) global-
ly. For example, the Southern
Ocean wave climate is charac-
terised by big, powerful waves
with long wave periods as they
circumnavigate the globe west
to east.

By comparison, the wave cli-
mate of equatorial regions is
typically lower energy, shorter
wave period, and travels west to
east. The characteristics of
each wave climate is what we
call their signature and this is
what we track.

We use data from the last 19
years to identify the signature
for each wave climate, and
track how they will change
under different emissions sce-
narios by the end of the centu-
ry. By comparing the differ-
ences between present and fu-
ture conditions across the
world's oceans, we can identify
the areas likely to see the great-
est changes in wave conditions.

What about sea level rise?
Until recently, most of the

focus on coastal climate change
impacts has been on sea level
rise, which will affect low-lying
areas and cities.

In the next few decades, how-
ever, changes in wave condi-
tions are likely to be more im-

portant than sea level rise
along millions of kilometres of
the world's sandy coastlines.

By itself, sea level rise does
not cause erosion. Waves do. As
the sea rises, waves can expand
the reach and eat away at the
beach and beyond. The net ef-
fect of wave power increasing
and sea level rise will vary lo-
cally, however, because changes
in wave conditions can either
boost or dampen the effect of
sea level rise on the coast, de-
pending on how much sand is
available and where it is moved
to.

Cutting carbon emissions
makes a difference

Our modelling explored two
scenarios. The first was a high
emissions future world with lit-
tle to no carbon emissions re-
duction, leading to global tem-
peratures rising by over 4 de-
gree Celsius by the end of the
century compared to pre-indus-
trial levels.

The second was a low emis-
sions scenario, where global
warming is kept below 2 degree
Celsius by 2100, which requires
deep and immediate reduction
in global carbon emissions.

We found reducing emissions
can have a significant impact
on how much wave conditions
change in the future. By keep-
ing warming under 2 degree
Celsius, we found there would
be almost no change in wave
conditions for many of the
coastal locations which we
identified as particularly at
risk in a 4 degree Celsius world.

It is still not too late to avoid
the worst impacts of climate
change, but the window of op-
portunity is closing fast. We
hope this research will help di-
rect funding for coastal adapta-
tion and resilience to the areas
which will need it most.
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Will hit morale
Apropos of ‘Radical

recruitment changes,
now soldiers to be in-
ducted for 4 years’; in its
enthusiasm to do some-
thing new and cut pen-
sion bills, the govern-
ment is opening up an-
other area for experi-
mentation, contrary to
the professional advice
and without factoring
in the long-term impact
on soldiering. What was
wrong with the existing
system? Four years is
too less to train and mo-
tivate soldiers. Isn’t 15%
absorption as perma-
nent cadre too less to
even sustain the train-
ing cost, while releasing
85% personnel without
any blueprint for a sec-
ond career in civil? The
scheme has been sugar-
coated but its impact on
the operational poten-
tial and morale of the
services is anybody’s
guess. The perfectly
working system of ‘sin-
gle class’ regiments too
is up for change to ‘all
India, all class’ method
of recruitment which
failed in the past.

GP Capt JS Boparai
(Retd), Bhadsali

Not a good 
decision

The new Agnipath
scheme to recruit sol-
diers for only four years
is not a right step.
Recruits will have less
motivation as they
would have to search for
jobs again after getting
released. There will be
difference of skill be-
tween regular jawans
and Agniveers who will
have less training. This
cannot be called em-
ployment as the period
is very less.

IPS Anand,
Gurugram

Act of revenge
It is shameful if the

MC uses a bulldozer or
JCB to remove an en-
croachment in the
name of revenge. Why
was the encroachment
allowed in the first
place? Encroachments
are ignored for the sake
of votes and later these
are demolished without
due notice or a chance
for hearing. This is not
as per the Constitution
of our country.
Moreover, demolishing
the house of a person
belonging to a particu-
lar community must be
condemned. The judici-
ary should take suo
motu cognisance and
give clear orders to all
elected heads to stop it
with immediate effect.
Otherwise, the conse-
quences of this act may
snowball into more con-
troversies.

PK Patpatia, Ambala

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

aannaanndd  mmaahhiinnddrraa
@@aannaannddmmaahhiinnddrraa

Life can be as colour-
ful and entertaining
as you want it to be…
#OnlyInIndia

PPrraasshhaanntt  AArroorraa

@@PPrraasshhaannttIIRRAASS

For any average Indian, this
could be an unfortunate scene,
but for a railway man this is a
heart breaking devastating
nightmare which can not be
expressed in words.

AAsshhookk  GGeehhlloott@@aasshhookkggeehhlloott5511

On World Day to Combat Desertification
and Drought, let’s commit to check
degradation of land. Our focus should be
to help biodiversity to recover and
increase land productivity which can
bring food security, economic growth, job
creation and rise in incomes.

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa
@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

The twelve pillars in the
#Vidyashankara temple
surrounding the mandapa
with figures of the twelve
signs of the zodiac. They
are constructed in such an
ingenious way that the rays
of the sun fall on each pillar
in the order of the twelve
months of the calendar.

#Incredible India

PPIIBB  IInnddiiaa@@PPIIBB__IInnddiiaa

Union Minister @drsanjeevbalyan participates in Yogotsav at Ganga Ghat, Rishikesh, Uttarakhand.
Countdown event of International day of #Yoga

NNuuppuurr  JJ  SShhaarrmmaa@@UUnnSSuubbttlleeDDeessii

I won’t lie, I am quite anglicized in
my communication. But I have
started greeting everyone I meet
with “Jai Shree Ram” and I have
never felt better. My “hello” has
officially been replaced with “Jai
Shree Ram” forever.

T
he roads are finally clear for the 5G auctions. This is probably one
of  the most awaited spectrum auctions,    which    will    bring    sig-

nificant advancements for the industry and the consumers. The 5G spec-
trum auction, pitting Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel and to a lesser extent
Vodafone Idea in a bidding battle, heralds a new era for the Indian
Telecom. The initial rollout of 5G service (about 10 times faster than 4G)
could begin from August in a phased manner in the country. The 5G auc-
tion and steps outlined for bidding will open up newer avenues for deeper
penetration, access and rich user experience. The government also an-
nounced an auction of  the millimetre-wave (mm-wave) band, which will
not only help in unlocking the true potential of 5G but will also help strate-
gically manage costs for the operators. The good part is that spectrum
across bands will go under the hammer shortly. Another aspect which will
spur "a good auction" is that operators will have the flexibility to surren-
der the spectrum after 10 years without any liabilities. To boost technolog-
ical advancement, the government has also announced the development
of private networks, which will pave the way for Industry 4.0 applications.
Together, these steps will open up newer avenues for deeper penetration
and access, rich user experience via consolidation as well. The wide avail-
ability of spectrum across all bands is encouraging as potential bidders
can opt for spectrum bands and quantum as per their strategy. Having
said that, the base prices for spectrum remain an issue for the bidders
who were expecting a much lower price.  The Union Cabinet approved the
auction of airwaves capable of  offering fifth-generation or 5G telecom
services, including ultra-high-speed internet, and gave its nod to set up of
captive 5G networks by the big tech firms. The auction of  the spectrum
will be held by July end, said an officiall statement, detailing the decision
taken by the Union Cabinet at its meeting chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra  Modi. The cabinet has approved 5G auctions at reserve prices
recommended by the sector regulator Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India (Trai). Trai, in April this year, recommended about 39 per cent reduc-
tion in the reserve or floor price for the sale of 5G spectrum for mobile
services, although the industry at that time had termed the cost as being
"too high". The Broadband India Forum (BIF), which had batted for private
5G networks by enterprises, has said the Cabinet's decision to enable cap-
tive networks is a forward-looking step that will drive digital transforma-
tion, augment industry efficiencies and lead to greater economic benefits.
BIF -- whose members include tech   giants   Google,   Amazon,   Meta,
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), among others -- had made a passionate
pitch for direct allocation of spectrum for private 5G networks to enter-
prises a nominal administrative fee. A total of 72,097.85 MHz of spectrum
with a validity period of 20 years will be put to auction as India market
gears up 5G services that will usher in ultra high speeds and spawn new-
age services and business models. Going by the stipulated base price, the
entire spectrum put on the block is worth a east Rs 4.31 lakh crore.

5G spectrum auction: A new
era for Indian Telecom

R
eserve Bank of India has done a delicate pirouette in formulating its
monetary policy in the context of extreme volatility and uncertain

turn of events. All that RBI has done  is to raise the policy interest rate —
called the repo rate— by half a percentage point. This rate hike comes on
the back on another hike just a month back on May 4 by 40 bps. In effect,
the two hikes together raises interest rate by close to 1%. The central bank
has left other levers like the cash reserve ratio (CRR), which is the portion
of money commercial banks leave with the central bank, unchanged.
Additionally, RBI has done some liberalisation with subsidiary banking sys-
tems, like the co-operative banks, which should help grater flow of funds
into select sectors of  the real economy. What is the overall import of the
manipulations of the RBI had done and what is the Intent of the central
bank. The RBI has sought to rein in rising prices, without harming too
much the growth momentum of the economy that a rise in interest rates
could inflict. Behind these moves, what were the compulsions before the
Reserve Bank. Policy formulators and managers are facing a dilemma.
Prices are rising currently at a faster than comfortable pace. Maintaining
price stability is the first charge of the Reserve Bank and doing this two-
sage hike in basic policy rate, India’scentral bank has demonstrated its
commitment to maintain price stability.That is important, if you remember
what is happening in neighbouring Sri Lanka or in Pakistan. Prices in these
neighbours are rising so fast that price of items of daily uses could fluctu-
ate by even 50% between morning and evening. At the same time the
Indian economy is recovering from its worst  trauma recent times for the
pandemic. Just to remind only 2020 the Indian economy had contracted by
a quarter in a single quarter. We are now again growing and India is  billed
as  the  fastest  growing  major economy. That’s a hard task, given the way
the global economy is turning and there is uncertainty. So it is important to
egg on that growth stimulus with proper incentives. In the context of that
contraction and drop  in  the  economy’s  pace  following COVID-19 pan-
demic, the central bank had sought to give support to economic activity by
pursuing extraordinarily accommodative stance. Bank credit was offered
at easier terms and loans norms have been diluted. The continued easy
money policy pursued to counter the ill effects of the pandemic had built
up large liquidity in the financial system. Again from interest rate prevail-
ing in the money markets. Interest is the price for money that there is a
market where banks lend and borrow from among themselves to tide over
temporary —that is, overnight—shortages of money or excess of it. This is
called the overnight call money market.The call money rate currently —
June 8—hovered around 3%. Since the repo rate is at 4.5%, it means that
the Indian financial system is having excess liquidity. Ordinarily, as deputy
governor, D Michael Patra of  Reserve Bank explained in the post-policy
press interaction, this was at the floor of the liquidity corridor. In one sim-
ple word, the system is flush with funds. Commercial banks are parking
excess liquidity to the tune of Rs5.5 lakh crore din overnight deposits with
the RBI. It is against this background   that the RBI governor, Shaktikanta
Das, said that he would pursue a  policy  of  normalisation of monetary pol-
icy and withdrawal of  accommodative position. This is important for over-
all financial stability as well as for inflation control. Too much money in the
system would result in race pressure and hence these should be rough
down normal levels. Remember what you are trying to do is to achieve
price stability with growth. The mantra  of  reconciling  the  apparently ir-
reconcilable. The entire exercise would have to be arguably be anchored
on the dynamics of the current state of the Indian economy. Let us take a
stock of  that.  Being the conservative institution the RBI is, the central
bank has assumed a growth rate of 7.2% for 2022-23. This is in line with
the World Bank which had released its World Economic Prospect on
Monday. In fact, the World Bank lowered its estimate of India’sgrowth
from over 8% in January to 7.5% now. The downward revision has been
due to the surge in COVID cases and mobility restrictions in major areas.
Nonetheless, the RBI governor Das felt that the growth impulses were
strong with high capacity     utilisation of the manufacturing  sector  at
over 75% and strong upsurge in demand in both rural and urban areas.
Besides, governor Das particularly emphasised the robust export perform-
ance and large foreign exchange reserves. The strong trends in imports —
particularly of capital goods- also indicated a resumption of the cape cycle
and more capital  investment  are  expected  in  the coming months.These
certainly provide buffer against global head winds. The raging war in
Europe is driving up commodity prices all around. Oil prices are far above
the earlier levels and is thus exerting strong upward pressure on overall
prices. The average crude price for India has surged to $105 per barrel
from $85 per barrel last year.  As the RBI had noted three quarters of the
current price rise is attributable to spurts in food and fuels. Supply disrup-
tions are happening leading to occasional rises in prices of select items.
These are disrupting   the production processes as well.There are wide-
spread fears that the global economy might be entering another reces-
sionary cycle which had just resumed its uptick after the pandemic. India
will have to maintain its growth momentum and fight the ill winds of
stagflation from global economy. Not the least an easy job.

Policy makers taking 
precautionary steps

against recession
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Flood-affected people being shifted to safe place near Rangia in Kamrup district, Saturday.

Climate-fuelled wave patterns pose an 
erosion risk for developing countries
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Took blessings of my mother
today as she enters her 100th
year...

FLOOD-AFFECTED PEOPLE

THOMAS MORTLOCK
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Kolkata, Jun 18:  

The government wants
to unleash the entrepre-
neurial skills of Indian
youth, Sanjeev Sanyal,
member of the PM's
Economic Advisory
Council said here on
Saturday. The noted econ-
omist was speaking at
Bharat Chamber of
Commerce's conference
on Reform agenda for the
next 24 years.' 

I believe that three im-
portant reforms are neces-
sary to be implemented if
we are to evolve as a su-
perpower in the next 25
years. Firstly, we need to
enforce legal contract and
deliver speedy justice.
Secondly, administrative
reforms such as re-orient-
ing the Government de-
partments and recruiting
specialised professionals
are needed. Lastly, infra-
structure development
has to be top-notched

which India has achieved
to a great extent , he stat-
ed. The Government in-
tends to create opportuni-
ties for unleashing the in-
nate entrepreneurial
skills of the people,
Sanyal said. He said that
since an economy is com-
plicated with exposure to
frequent unprecedented
shocks, there neither ex-
ists a definitive strategy
nor any optimal point of
equilibrium, which may
be equated in course of
time.

The failures of our 5
year plans and the
Planning Commission
could be attributed to this
cause as well. The formula
of successful governance

lies in abandoning rigidi-
ty. We need to adapt, take
risks, fail, rise and act
again , he stated. Speaking
on the nature of reforms
the government has been
implementing for the last
eight years, Sanyal ob-
served that withdrawal of
its intervention has al-
ways been the potent phi-
losophy behind every as-
pect of policy making.

He emphasised that ar-
chaic and regressive laws
which have crippled the
functioning of India's ad-
ministrative and legal sys-
tem should be removed
immediately. Speaking on
the current economic sce-
nario, the economist
claimed that inflation de-
spite being at an uncom-
fortable level is still with-
in controllable limits. He
felt that India's productive
capability and macroeco-
nomic stability have im-
proved significantly since
the COVID onslaught.

Govt for unleashing the
entrepreneurial skills of the

youth : Sanjeev Sanyal
Mumbai, Jun 18: 

Global oil and invest-
ment giants from UAE and
the UK are likely to invest
nearly $ 1.0 billion (approx-
imately Rs 7,700 crore) in
Darwin Platform Group’s
four oil fields which have
been recently awarded.
Darwin Platform Group of
Companies (DPGC), a lead-
ing global Indian Business
Conglomerate, today an-
nounced that the company
has won a bid for four oil
blocks in Contract Areas
(CA) of Rajahmundry,
Ahmedabad, Cauvery, and
Assam Assets. The Group
got these block from
Government-run ONGC in
a very fierce competition.
ONGC is the largest gov-
ernment-owned-oil and
gas exploration and pro-
duction corporation in the
country. To cater to the en-
ergy requirement of the
country, DPGC was keenly
eyeing oil fields. Following
the award of oil fields, sev-
eral UAE and UK- based
energy and investment sec-
tors global players includ-
ing international financ-

ing agencies started show-
ing their interest in joining
hands with the DPGC. In
the oil sector, UAE-based
Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company (ADNOC),
Dubai Petroleum
Establishment, and Al
Masaood Oil & Gas are
globally known for their fi-
nancial capabilities, expe-
rience, and expertise.
From the UK Shell PLC,
BG Group, and Kuwait Oil
Company are also expect-
ed to leverage the huge po-
tential that the Indian oil
and gas sector offers.

From the international
investment and finance
sectors, Barclays (BCS)
PLC (London) and
International Finance
Corporation (IFC) prefer to
invest in the oil sector as
they provide support to in-
duce effects on GDP and
employment. With techni-
cal and financing support

coming from such reputed
global players, DPGC aims
to bring in positive socio-
economic effects in its na-
tion-building exercise. In a
recently concluded bid-
ding process in New Delhi,
Darwin Platform
Refineries Ltd bagged four
oil blocks in different
Contract Areas. It success-
fully won four blocks
n a m e l y
ONGC/MNF/2021/CA-16
P o n n a m a n d a -
R a j a h m u n d r y ,
ONGC/MNF/2021/CA-
2/Nandej Ahmedabad
A s s e t ,
ONGC/MNF/2021/CA-
10/Kovilkalappal Cauvery
Asset and
ONGC/MNF/2021/CA-
Demulgaon Assam Asset.

In Contract Area-16
( P o n n a m a n d a -
Rajahmundry Asset) the
Company has allotted
Adavipalem, Elamanchili,
Razole, Kammapalem,
Geddanapalli+TVAA,
Mori, Penumandam, and
Endamuru fields. In
Contract Area-2 (Nandej-
Ahmedabad Asset), it has
the Nandej field.

Global Oil and Investment Giants
gear up to invest $1.0 billion

̈ In Darwin Platform
Group’s 4 Oil
Blocks awarded by
ONGC

RBI not behind the curve, focus on
inflation target could have been

disastrous for economy: Das
Mumbai, Jun 18: 

Governor Shaktikanta Das
refuted criticism of the RBI
being behind the curve in its
policies, making it clear that
the consequences of focusing
on the 4 per cent inflation tar-
get would have been "disas-
trous" for the pandemic-hit
economy. In comments that
came two days after former
Chief Economic Advisor
Arvind Subramanian co-
authored an article blaming
the RBI for acting late on
inflation and being behind the
curve, Das said the central
bank acted as per the evolving
economic developments and
also gave out a timeline of its
actions to explain the shift. "
tolerance of a higher inflation
during the pandemic was a
necessity, and we still stand
by our decision," Das said
speaking at an event organ-
ised by Financial Express
here. He said the RBI switched
into ultra-accommodation as
soon as the country went into
the lockdown and shifted
focus to inflation two years
later in April 2022, when it
saw that the GDP had gone
beyond the pre-pandemic

level. Despite its accommoda-
tive policies, the economy
contracted by 6.6 per cent in
FY21 and recovered to barely
above the pre-pandemic levels
in FY22, he said, stressing that
a shift in policy management
to focus on inflation even 3-4
months before April 2022 was
not apt. "I feel that we are
very much in line with the
requirements of our time, the
RBI has acted proactively and
I would not agree with any
perception or any sort of
description that the RBI has
fallen behind the curve," Das
said. Subramanian's article
blamed the RBI for being
behind the curve, pointing out
that the 4 per cent inflation
target has not been met since
October 2019 and in 18 of the
32 months since then, the
headline consumer price infla-
tion has breached even the
RBI's ceiling of 6 per cent.

Don’t see any adverse impact
of US Fed rate hike: DEA Secy

New Delhi, Jun 18:  

The government does
not see any adverse impact
on the Indian economy
post the US Federal
Reserve's decision to raise
interest rates by 75 basis
points, Economic Affairs
Secretary Ajay Seth said.
"All central banks are
grappling with it and tak-
ing adequate measures
which are needed to con-
trol the inflation.

I see fair amount of co-
ordination ...directly or in-
directly they are moving
in tandem," Seth told re-
porters. "So, I don't see any
adverse impact of that
(rate hike by Fed) because
Reserve Bank of India, in
the two previous cycles,
has already taken ade-
quate measures," he said.
On Wednesday, the US
Federal Open Market
Committee, on expected
lines, raised the target
range for federal funds
rate by 75 basis points to
1.50-1.75 per cent. It also
said it would hike rates ag-
gressively in the rest of
the calendar year. Citing

upside inflationary pres-
sures, the RBI has raised
interest rates by 40 basis
points and 50 basis points
respectively in May and
June to 4.9 per cent. Since
May, the government has
announced a host of steps
to curb inflationary pres-
sures, including a cut in
excise duty on petrol and
diesel and reduction in im-
port duty on some raw ma-
terials used in iron and
steel and plastic indus-
tries. Seth said inflation in
India is mainly because of
high energy and food
prices and hoped that it
would moderate in the
coming months. "We are
all aware that summer
months are the difficult
months in terms of veg-
etables and other items,"
Seth said.

Aspirational district 
programme should be extended

to block and city levels: PM
New Delhi, Jun 18: 

Aspirational districts
should be 'inspirational
districts' of India, and the
Aspirational District
Programme should be ex-
tended to block and city
levels, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Thursday. Aspirational
Districts Programme
(ADP) launched in 2018
aims to transform 112 dis-
tricts that have shown rel-
atively lesser progress in
key social areas.

"Lauding the success of
the Aspirational Districts
Programme, the Prime
Minister said the govern-
ment should strive to
make these the 'inspira-
tional districts' of India
and extend the pro-
gramme to the block and
city levels," an official
statement said quoting
Modi. The prime minister
was chairing the three-
day national conference
of chief secretaries,
which is currently under-
way at Dharamshala,
Himachal Pradesh. The
conference began on June
15. The statement said the
prime minister stressed
that India's best, young of-
ficers should be posted to
the aspirational districts
to bring about noticeable
changes through their
creative thinking and
fresh ideas.

The experience and
learnings gained by them
while working in these
districts would be unpar-
alleled and prove useful
for the entire country, the
statement said, quoting
Modi. Speaking on edu-
cation, the prime minis-
ter said that teachers'
training can be strength-
ened by leveraging digi-
tal technology and learn-
ing mobile apps. He said
that award winning re-
tired school teachers
could also be roped in for
visiting schools and
training teachers. Modi
also noted that there
could be a dedicated TV
channel for teachers'
training.

It may be recalled that
in the Budget 2022-23, the
government announced
that 200 TV channels
would be launched for
improving access to high
quality education in the
remotest part of the
country.

Shriya Pilgaonkar:
Don’t want to

give people a chance
to stereotype me

Genelia D’Souza’s
grand re-entry in
Tollywood with

bilingual movie

G
enelia D'Souza, who
once was one of the
top heroines in

Tollywood, was last seen in
the 2012 film 'Naa Ishtam'.
So it's been 10 years since
she last acted in a Telugu
film.

With a Kannada-Telugu
bilingual feature, she will
again return to the Telugu
film industry.

Furthermore, Kireeti, the
son of former Karnataka
minister and well-known in-
dustrialist Gali Janardhan
Reddy, will make his screen
debut in this film.

When it comes to
Genelia's part, she has ap-
parently been offered the
role of CEO of a software
company and has higher
importance in this bilin-
gual movie. The makers
will soon make Genelia's
role official, as per the
sources.

Kireeti will be ro-
mancing Sree Leela,
who is most known for
her role in the film 'Pelli
SandaD'. Billed as an ac-
tion-based romantic
drama, the movie is ex-
pected to have many
other entertaining as-
pects. Ravichandra, a
senior Kannada actor,
will also appear in the
film. Radha Krishna will
helm the film, which will be
produced by Sai Korrapati
under the Vaaraahi Chalana
Chitram banner.

Afather
is his

son’s first hero and
his daughter’s first love. He

is the one who shoulders us as a
child and leads us to a brighter future,

developing our conscious and subcon-
scious understanding of the world. On
this special day, the actors of Sony
Entertainment Television express their

love and gratitude to their beloved

fathers. Rajshree Thakur essaying the role of
Pallavi in Appnapan says, “I have shared some
of my fondest memories with my father. He
had always supported me and my dreams,
never telling me to back down, even when
things did not seem to be working the way I
wanted them to. As a daughter, I am lucky to
have had a father like him. I am as proud of
him as he was of me. I miss him every single
day of my life, he was a strong personality
and my leader.  Father’s Day always brings
back the memories I have locked away in my
childhood 'pitara'. Every time I open the pan-
dora's box in my mind, I am flooded with
sweet reminiscences.” Abhishek Rawat, essay-
ing the role of Manav in Kaamnaa, says, "My
dad gave me his time, care and love. I remem-
ber watching late-night action movies with
him and I am planning the same this Father's
Day as well. I am very close to my dad and for
me, it is a day of gratitude for him. This
Father's Day, I thank all the fathers for being
pillars of support for their families."

A
ctress Sonali
Bendre re-
cently re-

turned to the world
of audio-visual con-
tent with her newly-
released series 'The

Broken News' where
she plays a righteous edi-

tor of a news channel.
While it's a comeback vehi-

cle for her after a period of
struggle in terms of health,
the series also marked her
digital debut.

The actress spoke about
her experience of coming
back in front of camera,
how sensationalism isn't
confined to news in the cur-
rent age, her access point
for consumption of infor-
mation and her detoxifica-
tion process from all infor-
mation junk. While TV an-
chors may rupture the
eardrums by screaming at
the top of their lungs, or
flashy graphics may blind
the viewer with horren-
dously loud colours, it's not
just the news where sensa-
tionalism finds its place.

As Sonali says,
"Sensationalism is a part of
society, it's not just the
news. Everything out there
has a bit of sensational-
ism. There are so many
voices that we end up
noticing only the
louder ones."
S a d l y

there's not much one can do on an in-
dividual level in her opinion, "Hence,
the voices just want to be louder and
louder. We as a society collectively get
drawn towards louder voices and
that's something really unfortunate
and not in our control, honestly."

But then how does she detoxify
herself from the overwhelming flow
of information that tends to turn
toxic? The answer is simple, Sonali
dissociates and switches off, "My way
of detoxifying is to shut down com-
pletely. During my illness when I did
not want to be agitated because the
balance was so fragile that anything
that could trigger sadness or dark-
ness, I switched it off and focused on
things that truly made a difference."

The series marks her digital debut
but for the actress the experience of
working on a new medium wasn't
very different from that of films, as
she shares, "For me, shooting for 'The
Broken News' was like shooting for a
longer film. In terms of working on
the digital medium it didn't make any
difference as such." However, the
changing times manifested in more
ways than one. The actress explains,
"Having said that, the times have defi-
nitely changed, the way of working
on the sets, the technology, the
rhythm of storytelling and
the acting has also
changed consid-
erably."

ACROSS

1. Bartlett's kin

5. Student's assignment

10. Bothers

14. Between continents

15. Australian dog

16. Playwright ____ Simon

17. Close loudly

18. Excessive

20. Most painful

22. Has-____

23. Morning droplets

24. Wild disorder

26. BPOE members

28. Large seabird

32. Chip dip

36. Pasture sound

37. Common contraction

38. "Family ____"

39. Oak nut

41. Pouch

43. Stop

44. Sensible

45. Loud noise

47. Weaken

48. Slumber

50. Not temporary

52. Audition tape

54. Singer ____ Seeger

55. RR stop

58. Decays

60. More adjacent

64. Figured

67. Floor piece

68. Margarine

69. Expiate

70. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald

71. Quiz

72. Lassoed

73. Poetic contraction

DOWN

1. Freshwater fish

2. Norwegian port

3. Singe

4. Photographer's need

5. Magazine VIPs

6. Wickedness

7. Uppity person

8. Concurs

9. Alpine call

10. Wayside hotel

11. ____ between the lines

12. Flying toy

13. Large amount

19. Pen fluids

21. Certain protest (hyph.)

25. Heavy weights

27. Umpire's call

28. Pile up
29. Regional
30. Pioneer Daniel ____
31. Gape
33. Rent contract
34. Actress ____ Sarandon
35. Highly skilled
40. Swamp plant
42. Business abbr.
43. Box
46. Changed
49. Lima's country
50. Idaho product
51. Straighten up
53. Grinding tooth
55. Aberdeen native
56. Story
57. Pub offerings
59. Intersection sign
61. Provoke
62. She (Fr.)
63. Aft
65. Camp bed
66. Compass point (abbr.)
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You should make more of your own deci-
sions, Aquarius. Don't let others have so
much control over your life. When in a
relationship, for example, you tend to let
your partner dominate. You seem to no
longer want to be in charge of any initia-
tives with regard to your joint life. Try to
free yourself from this situation and take
charge. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You are very interested in technological
breakthroughs and innovation, Pisces,
especially if it has some benefit for indi-
viduals. Since you also concern yourself
with social issues and subjects like psy-
chology and spiritual therapies, you real-
ize the importance of progress in these
areas for the future. You also wonder
where you fit in.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You're a reasonable, generous person, Aries.
Your altruism plays a big part in your life. This
is why your friends will be amazed to see you
express a lot of personal desires now. When
you think about it, everything is getting
clearer. You might even want to change a lot
of things in your life. And letting your feelings
guide you doesn't have to mean that you
won't think about your friends.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today, you'll need to come up with the
answer to an important question, Taurus.
What do you really want? Events might com-
pel you to choose between your current way
of living and a more stable life. But you could
be worried about the unknown. It's ironic, but
you will need to change your habits if you
want more stability. Think about it.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Your calm will be put to the test
today, Gemini. Try not to fall into this
trap. You should try to show people
that you're a thoughtful person and
your past experiences have given you
wisdom. You don't necessarily have to
respond to aggression. However, you
shouldn't forget about your own point
of view. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You tend to think that you're the only per-
son on this planet born under a lucky star,
Cancer. Try to trust the ones you love,
because they might not appreciate having
to deal with your anxiety. Don't forget
that they also know how to fend for them-
selves. They, too, have had to adapt to
this world we live in. They can stand up
for themselves.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You're an eccentric person, Leo. Yet you
also feel the need to be loved and feel the
approval of those around you. It isn't
always easy to think differently from
other people or to feel completely differ-
ent. In order to be accepted, you must
help them understand you. Try to express
your ideas and opinions in a more realis-
tic way. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your altruism and ability to listen to
others will greatly influence the day,
Virgo. Someone close to you is having
difficulties and doesn't know how to
explain the problem. This person needs
you and knows that you're the only one
who can help find a way out. Make time
to listen patiently and you'll find a solu-
tion together.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The day belongs to you. The celestial
movements encourage you to think
about your future. Don't be afraid. With
your usual self-confidence and
dynamism, you're in the best position to
have a head start. Your Libra nature will
be in control of your actions and you
can rest assured that this period in time
will be a favorable one for you. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

There's a radical change taking place in the
Zodiac, Scorpio. The changes in the economy
and society seem to suggest that now is the
time to think about how your actions impact
the lives of your loved ones, community, and
society at large. What steps could you take to
help make this world a better place? Thinking
about these issues prepares you to shape
your future as you want it to be.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Sagittarius, the atmosphere of the day gives
you the impression that there could be a lot
of changes waiting to unfold in your person-
al life. Most of them will concern your rela-
tionships. Today you could feel as if you've
just changed your star sign. Take the time to
open up and listen to what the stars might
reveal to you. This will be time well spent.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You're the type of person who loves know-
ing a lot of different people, Capricorn. You
feel that you must help your friends com-
municate so that they have a better forum
in which to express themselves. You're
good at bringing out the best in others and
helping them find a solid footing in the pres-
ent, despite your love of the past. Go with
the flow.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Sonali Bendre:
Sensationalism is part 

of society, not just 
confined to news

W
hat happens
when your son
brings home a

foreigner as a wife? The
story of Anandi Baa and
her 'Videshi' bahu starts
here on Star Plus's new of-
fering 'Anandi Baa aur
Emily'.

The dynamic of a tradi-
tional Indian family gets
shaken due to the arrival
of a foreign 'Bahu'. The
cast includes Kanchan
Gupta in the role of
'Anandi Baa', Jazzy
Ballerini as the exotic
Bahu 'Emily', and
Mishkat Verma in the
male lead of eager 'Aarav'.

The show 'Anandi Baa
aur Emily' explores these
different dynamics of re-
lationships with each
family member and
Emily, the foreigner
Bahu. Chaos ensues at
their household as
Anandi Baa tries to figure
out how to get rid of
Emily with the help of
some family members.
The reality of the situa-
tion dawns on her and we
will get to see the beauti-
ful relationship go from
initial hesitancy to under-
standing and accepting of

all.
Mishkat Varma, who

plays ‘Aarav’, on the show
‘Anandi Baa aur Emily,
“Anandi Baa aur Emily is
a story on what happens
when east marries the
west. The show will de-
pict the funny and comic
relationship of the char-
acters. I am portraying
Aarav, a charming, ju-
gadu, and most impor-
tantly, a daydreamer. The

casting is flawless, as if
the role was written
specifically for them. I'm
thrilled to be a member of
Star Plus, and I'm looking
forward to my forthcom-
ing show, which features
an incredible cast.”

Star Plus is taking on
the responsibility of
practicing what they
preach by bringing
'Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam'
into our lives and our tel-

evision screens. The idea
is to not just preach but
practice multicultural di-
versity. And sincerely try
to understand an imper-
fectly perfect family dy-
namic with a great appre-
ciation for unity in diver-
sity.

So, stay tuned for more
information on 'Anandi
Baa aur Emily' set to
launch soon, only on Star
Plus!

Star Plus’s new offering
Anandi Baa aur Emily’

Sony TV actors
express love to their

beloved fathers

A
ctress Shriya Pilgaonkar
says that she's here to
showcase her versatility

through her performances and is
consciously seeking projects that
prevent her from being stereo-
typed.

Shriya says: "It feels surreal at
this point that both my shows
'Guilty Minds' and 'The Broken
News' have got such critical ap-
preciation and love from the view-
ers. This truly is an exciting, new
phase in my career and I have
nothing but gratitude for the love
and appreciation coming my way.

"It means a lot to receive mes-
sages, especially from young girls
who have been inspired by the
characters of Kashaf and Radha.
I've never taken this for granted."

She added: "After playing a
forensics expert, a lawyer and a
news reporter, I am now doing a
comedy-drama 'Taaza Khabar'
with Bhuvan Bam where I play a
sex worker. It's unlike anything
I've done before which is super ex-
citing.

"There's another film coming
up which is a romantic comedy of
sorts. I want to continue to chal-
lenge myself and don't want to
give people a chance to stereotype
me in any way which is why I am
consciously seeking out different
genres and characters. I also want
to explore more films." She awaits
the release of 'Crackdown' Season
2, 'Taaza Khabar', a romantic com-
edy and a few exciting titles.
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Bengaluru, Jun 18 (PTI):

Domestic giants
Mumbai completed the
formality of qualifying for
the Ranji Trophy final by
virtue of first innings lead
on the final day of their
last-four match against
Uttar Pradesh, here on
Saturday.

The 41-time champions,
Mumbai thoroughly domi-
nated from the first ball of
the game, which ended in
a draw, at the Just Cricket
Academy ground.

Mumbai had posted 393
in their first innings and
then bundled out Uttar
Pradesh for a meagre 180,
to gain a massive first-in-

nings lead. When play
ended on the fourth day on
Friday, Mumbai had piled
up a mammoth 449 for 4 in
their second essay, cour-
tesy hundreds by Yashasvi
Jaiswal and Armaan
Jaffer.

At stumps of Day 4,
Mumbai took an overall
lead of 662 runs, making it
amply clear that there was
only one result possible
from the match.

On Saturday, play began
after lunch due to wet out-
field and overnight batters
Sarfaraz Khan and Shams
Mulani continued to tor-
ment the UP bowlers.

Both Sarfaraz (59 not
out) and Mulani (51 not

out) completed their half-
centuries, after which
both the captains decided
to shake hands.

Mumbai posted 533 for 4
in their second essay.

Sarfaraz hit one bound-
ary and three sixes, while
Mulani hammered six
fours.

Mumbai will meet
Madhya Pradesh in the
final, which will be played
at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium from June 22.

The final will be a battle
between two former
Mumbai players Amol
Mazumdar and
Chandrakant Pandit, who
are coaches of Mumbai
and MP respectively.

Mumbai march into Ranji
Trophy final, to meet MP

Bengaluru, Jun 18 (PTI):

A lot of grey areas are
yet to be addressed but a
young Indian team, with
an admirable collective
temperament, will start
as favourites in the series-
deciding fifth T20
International against
South Africa here on
Sunday.

In a space of eight days,
this Indian team has
played four games. It field-
ed an identical XI, which
is in sync with Rahul
Dravid's "school of conti-
nuity", seen the nadir in
the first two games, only
to break its own record of
highest margin of victo-
ries over the Proteas -- by
47 runs in the third game
and by 82 runs in the
fourth.

With Dinesh Karthik
doing exactly what is ex-
pected of him and
Harshal Patel and Avesh
Khan also hitting the
straps, the Indian fans
would want to see
Yuzvendra Chahal per-
form a trick or two at his
IPL home ground in a
match that matters the
most.

Therefore, when the
teams step out on the M

Chinnaswamy Stadium
turf, the side that looked
jaded and overcooked in
the first two games will
start as overwhelming
favourites as the South
Africans have already lost

the plot. If Temba
Bavuma is unable to re-
cover, they will miss a
leader more than the bat-
ter. And suddenly in the
last two games, the bat-
ting has looked iffy on

tracks that have variable
bounce, which has made
this Indian attack look
way more lethal. Call it
strangely pleasant, but it
remains a fact that in this
series a lot of things
haven't exactly gone as
per plan but yet India
have managed to level the
series after being 0-2
down.

A young captain who,
perhaps, would have liked
a few days in his home-
town in Rourkee had
there not been a pressure
from one of the stakehold-
ers to have at least a few
stars in the absence of
safe 'box-office' bets like
Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma or Jasprit
Bumrah.

Neither has Pant's cap-
taincy been exceptional
nor has his similar pat-
tern of dismissals in-
spired confidence but
India have somehow man-
aged to pull through.

If they finally win the
series the young man
would be in that leader-
ship mix alongside
Hardik Pandya and KL
Rahul when the next tran-
sition in Indian cricket
happens after the 2023
ODI World Cup. If coach

Dravid wanted to check
out whether there is a pos-
sibility to tinker with the
existing top three, the
troika of Ishan Kishan,
Ruturaj Gaikwad and
Shreyas Iyer haven't ex-
actly fitted into the jigsaw
puzzle.

Gaikwad, with his cur-
rent technique, would be
nine out of 10 times found
wanting against quality
attack on better pitches,
with sporadic perform-
ances here and there. In
top flight cricket, he won't
get those couple of un-
capped domestic bowlers
whom he can bully. On the
contrary, he could get bul-
lied by express pace.

Ishan Kishan has a lim-
ited range of strokes and
one shouldn't go by the
volume of runs scored in
this series as the extra
bounce and pace on
Australian wickets will be
a difficult proposition.

Shreyas Iyer got a full
series but he should be
the first one to admit that
he has blown it with both
hands and when India
next play against Ireland
at Malahide, his place will
go to Suryakumar Yadav,
considered a way better
T20 proponent.

Pacers and middle-order make
India favourites in series decider

New Delhi, Jun 18 (PTI):

It's time to give back to
the sport, says the leg-
endary Viswanathan
Anand, who is seeking to
enter global chess admin-
istration with an aim to
make it professionally
more enticing for the
youth.

Anand, whose moves on
the board still leave oppo-
nents grasping at straws,
wants to fully commit
himself as "someone" who
can work towards the bet-
terment of the sport.

In an exclusive inter-
view with PTI, the five-
time world champion
charted out his future
plans, days after the All
India Chess Federation
(AICF) unanimously de-
cided to endorse his candi-
dature for the deputy pres-
ident's post in the forth-
coming FIDE election.

"Compared to three or
four years back, I have cut
down on my time as a ac-
tive chess player. I have
long aspired to come into
the chess administration
and this opportunity as
the deputy president will
be a huge learning curve
for me," Anand remarked.

"The game of chess

helped me become what I
am today. It's time for me
to give back. The idea is to
encourage more youth to
take up the sport seriously
and make it a profession. I
will communicate my
ideas and vision once I am
elected to the new panel,"
he added.

While Anand will be
part of incumbent Arkady
Dvorkovich's panel,
among other candidates is
the seasoned administra-
tor and former deputy
president of the interna-
tional chess federation,
Bachar Kouatly.

However, Anand be-
lieves the Dvorkovich ad-
ministration will have a

clear advantage over the
others because of the
work done by them to
make the sport immensely
popular, especially at the
height of the COVID-19
pandemic.

"The current adminis-
tration has done some out-
standing work to give the
game a facelift especially
when every sport was side-
lined because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. So, I
readily agreed to be a part
this panel when I was
nominated for the posi-
tion," Anand said, speak-
ing about his decision to
take part in the elections.

The year was 1987 when
India got its first grand-

master in Anand. As many
as 35 years down the line,
India has 74 of them, with
the latest being the 19-
year-old Rahul Srivatshav
Peddi from Hyderabad.

"I always had a firm be-
lief that we deserve to
have many grandmasters
in Chess. During the first
time ten years of my ca-
reer, there were only
Pravin Thipsey, Dibyendu
Barua, and I. But the cur-
rent figures make me im-
mensely happy because of
the fact that we have pro-
gressed so much in chess
by leaps and bounds,"
Anand said.

It is unbeknownst to
many that there is a seri-
ous cost factor involved
when it comes to making a
child an age-group world
champions or a
Grandmaster. Unlike
other sports like cricket,
football, badminton, or
even hockey, where talent-
ed athletes are offered
scholarships, chess doesn't
seem to have many.

Anand, however, men-
tions that once he gets into
administration, his prime
focus would be to help
those athletes who are tal-
ented enough to make the
country proud.

Rajkot, Jun 18 (PTI):

Batting great Sunil
Gavaskar has questioned
Rishabh Pant's shot selec-
tion, saying it is "not a
good sign" that the Indian
stumper is repeatedly
falling into the outside the
off-stump trap in the ongo-
ing T20I series against
South Africa.

Pant, who has scored 740
runs in 47 T20Is at 23.12,
has been getting out in al-
most identical fashion
while going for the big
shot wife outside the off-
stump.

"He hasn't learned. He
hasn't learned from his
previous three dismissals,
Gavaskar said while com-
mentating on Star Sports.

"They throw wide, and
he keeps going for it. He
can't throw enough muscle
on that. He has got to stop
looking to go aerial that
far outside the off-stump.

"There is no way he's
going to get enough on it.
It has gone to short-third!
They all plan it, South
African bowlers and
Temba Bavuma just bowl
wide outside the off-stump
and you will get him."

Pant has scored 29, 5, 6
and 17 in the last four in-
nings. "10 times, he has

been dismissed wide out-
side off-stump (in T20s in
2022). Some of them would
have been called wide if he
hadn't made contact with
it. Because he's so far away,
he has to reach out for it.
He will never get enough
power on it.

"To keep getting out in
the same series in the
same manner, for a cap-
tain of the Indian team,
that's not a good sign," said
Gavaskar. While he hasn't
fired with the bat, Pant
marshalled his resources
well to orchestrate India's
revival in the five-match
series with back-to-back
wins to leave the series
tied at 2-2.

After India crushed
South Africa by 82 runs in
the fourth game, Pant too
admitted that there are
"certain areas" in his bat-
ting which he needs to im-
prove.

Berlin, Jun 18 (AP):

Coco Gauff reached the
semifinals on grass for the
first time after beating
Karolina Pliskova 7-5, 6-4 at
the Berlin Open on Friday
to set up a match with Ons
Jabeur.

Already in uncharted ter-
ritory in her first quarterfi-
nal on grass, the 18-year-old
French Open finalist had to
fight back from 2-0 down at
the start of each set against
an opponent who was the
Wimbledon runner-up last
year.

Gauff said she needed
some time to find her
rhythm, and found the an-
swer by mixing up her
shots to include more slices.

"It was really tough to be
honest. I had to come up
with a couple different
game styles that I normally
don't use, but sometimes it's
like that," she said.

Pliskova missed out on
what would have been her
first final since August. The

Czech player missed the
first two months of this sea-
son when she broke her
arm in an accident while
training in the gym.

Fourth-ranked Jabeur
won against Aliaksandra
Sasnovich 6-7 (3), 6-2, 6-2 to
reach the semifinals.

In the other half of the
draw, sixth-ranked Maria
Sakkari is another first-
time semifinalist on grass
following her quickfire 6-0,
6-3 win over French Open
semifinalist Daria

Kasatkina. Kasatkina
dropped the first set in her
previous two matches in
Berlin this week before
comeback wins but couldn't
find a way back against
Sakkari's power hitting.

"I'm very pleased that I
had the right game plan. I
went for it, I was very ag-
gressive and I really en-
joyed it," said Sakkari, who
has won three straight
matches for the first time
since March and her run to
the Indian Wells final.

Rajkot, Jun 18 (PTI):

A total of 155 interna-
tional games across for-
mats in 18 years since his
debut doesn't do justice to
Dinesh Karthik's immense
potential but it has perhaps
got to do with the insecuri-
ties that crop up with spo-
radic chances over the
years.

Having played a big role
in India's series levelling 82-
run win against South
Africa, Karthik attributes
performances like 27-ball-
55 to a sense of security
and clarity in thought
process.

"Just feels good,' he said
about the innings. "I am
feeling very secure in this
set-up. In the last game,
things didn't go according
to plan, but I went and ex-
pressed myself today,"
Karthik said at the post-
match presentation cere-
mony. He gave a lot of cred-
it to coach Rahul Dravid.

"Credit to Rahul Dravid;
there is a certain sense of
calmness. The dressing

room is a calm place right
now. It is important to learn
to embrace pressure. It
feels secure and fuzzy. That
clarity and the environ-
ment environment helped."

Having played India's in-
augural T20 game in 2006,
coincidentally against the
Proteas and also a 'Player of
the match' award back
then, Karthik is now more
clear about his role in the
team. "I think DK is think-
ing a little better. He is able
to assess situations better
and that comes with prac-
tice." he said.

Karthik is happy that the
series has gone down to the
wire.

"It is good to see a bilater-
al series going down to the
final match. To see the pres-
sure being absorbed in the
third and fourth games was
something we would rel-
ish." Karthik's junior and
team's skipper Rishabh
Pant was all praise for both
Hardik Pandya and
Karthik's game-changing
stand after being reduced
to 56 for 3 in 10 overs.

New Delhi, Jun 18 (PTI):  

Indian paddler Sathiyan
Gnanasekaran suffered a
straight game loss to
Chinese Taipei's Chuang
Chih-Yuan in the quarterfi-
nals to crash out of the
men's singles event of the
WTT Contender 2022 in
Zagreb, Croatia on
Saturday.

Sathiyan, world no. 34,
lost 7-11 9-11 5-11 against the
world no. 18 Chih-Yuan.

It was a disappointing re-
sult for the Indian, who had
started his campaign here
with a stunning 6-11 12-10 11-
9 12-10 win over world no. 6
and reigning European
champion Darko Jorgic of
Slovenia. Sathiyan then de-
feated 16-year-old Chen
Yuanyu of China 11-9 11-7
12-10 to advance to the quar-
terfinals. Sathiyan is part of
the Indian table tennis
squad for the upcoming
Commonwealth Games
which is scheduled to be
held in Birmingham from
July 28 to August 8.

Chess helped me become what I am, it’s time
for me to give back: Viswanathan Anand

Pant falling into outside off-stump
trap, not a good sign: Gavaskar

Halle, Jun 18 (AP):

Top-ranked Daniil
Medvedev was strong on
key points to beat Roberto
Bautista Agut 6-2, 6-4 and
reach the semifinals of
the Halle Open.

Medvedev faced nine
break points and saved
them all to set up a semifi-
nal with German Oscar
Otte.

"It was tough for me to
win, he said. Today
I had my plan,
managed to
keep it going.
Definitely got
more edge on
the most impor-
tant points, because he had
more break points than
me."

Medvedev started his
grass-court swing strongly
as runner-up last week in
' s - H e r t o g e n b o s c h .
Medvedev won't be allowed
to play at Wimbledon,
though, because it has
barred players from Russia
and its ally Belarus over
the invasion of Ukraine.

Otte paid tribute to the
help of his home crowd
after he came through a
hard-fought match against
Karen Khachanov 4-6, 7-6
(5), 6-4. The 51st-ranked
Otte will bid to reach his

first career ATP final at the
age of 28 after a steady rise
from being ranked outside
of the top 150 a year ago.

Nick Kyrgios reached
the semifinals of back-to-
back tournaments as the
Australian won against
Pablo Carre o Busta 6-4, 6-2.
Kyrgios goes on to play
Hubert Hurkacz after the
Polish player beat Felix
Auger-Aliassime 7-6 (2), 7-6
(4) despite not having any
break points on Auger-
Aliassime's serve as the
Canadian hit 21 aces. (AP)

Medvedev beats Bautista
Agut for Halle semifinal

I am feeling very secure in this set-up: KarthikSathiyan out of
WTT Contender

Zagreb

Gauff beats Pliskova in Berlin
for first grass semifinal

Students celebrate their success after the UP Board declared its 10th class results, in Prayagraj, Saturday.

JOY OF SUCCESS

Young women pose for photographs at the Taj Mahal complex, in Agra, Saturday. 

ENJOYING TAJ VISIT

BJP aims to repeat RS success
Mumbai, Jun 18 (PTI): 

After being out-
witted by the opposi-
tion BJP in the re-
cent Rajya Sabha
elections in
Maharashtra, the
ruling Shiv Sena-led

Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
is now facing another chal-
lenge of getting all its six
candidates elected to the
state Legislative Council
in the June 20 polls, which
has once again put the
spotlight on Independents
and smaller parties.

While the tenure of nine
sitting members of the leg-
islative council is coming
to an end on July 7, the
election for the 10th seat
was necessitated following
the death of a BJP legisla-
tor earlier this year.

A total of 11 candidates
are in the fray for the 10
seats up for grabs, with the
MVA allies - Shiv Sena,

NCP and Congress - each
fielding two candidates.
The BJP has nominated
five candidates. In the June
10 RS polls for a total of six
seats, the BJP led by
Devendra Fadnavis
clinched all three seats de-
spite the numbers appear-
ing in favour of the MVA
on paper.

In a setback to the MVA,
BJP's third nominee
Dhananjay Mahadik de-
feated Sena's second nomi-
nee Sanjay Pawar. The role
played by Independents
and smaller parties in that
election is discussed ani-
matedly in the state politi-
cal circles. What makes the
next week's MLC elections
more tricky is that MLAs
have to cast votes by secret
ballot.

Unlike the Rajya Sabha
polls, where MLAs were re-
quired to show their ballot
paper to their respective
party's authorised repre-

sentative after casting vote,
the legislative council elec-
tions will be held through a
secret ballot, raising appre-
hensions of cross-voting
and keeping the contest-
ants guessing about the
stand of Independents and
smaller parties.

The nine retiring mem-
bers of the Legislative
Council are its present
Chairman Ramraje Naik
Nimbalkar and Sanjay
Daund (both NCP), Leader
of Opposition Pravin
Darekar, Sujitsinh Thakur,
Prasad Lad (all BJP),
Maratha leader Vinayak
Mete and former minister
Sadabhau Khot (both allies
of the BJP), Industries
minister Subhash Desai
and Diwakar Raote (both
Shiv Sena). The tenth seat
fell vacant following the
death of BJP MLC R N
Singh.

The NCP has fielded
Ramraje Naik Nimbalkar

and former minister
Eknath Khadse, a BJP
turncoat. The Shiv Sena
has nominated Sachin Ahir
and Amshya Padvi, a party
functionary from the tribal-
dominated Nandurbar dis-
trict. The Congress has
fielded Mumbai Congress
chief Bhai Jagtap and for-
mer minister Chandrakant
Handore.

The BJP has renominat-
ed outgoing MLCs Darekar
and Lad, and given tickets
to Ram Shinde, Uma
Khapre and Shrikant
Bharatiya. MLAs form the
electoral college for the
MLC elections. The effec-
tive strength of the 288-
member Maharashtra
House is reduced to 285 fol-
lowing the death of Shiv
Sena MLA Ramesh Latke,
while two NCP MLAs -
Nawab Malik and Anil
Deshmukh - are currently
in jail and are not allowed
to vote by the high court.

‘UP Govt working in ‘autocratic’ manner’
Bareilly (UP), June 18 (PTI): 

Alleging Uttar Pradesh
government was working
in an autocratic manner,
senior Samajwadi Party
leader Azam Khan on
Saturday said he and his
family members were even
accused of stealing goats.
The Rampur MLA also at-
tacked the BJP-led central
government over the
'Agnipath' scheme saying
that it is quite evident as
how beneficial it is for the
youth who are agitating
over it.

"Dictatorship will be bet-
ter than the present situa-
tion prevailing in the state.
The state government is
working in an autocratic
manner," the SP leader who
recently got released from
jail following the Supreme

Court order told newsper-
sons at the Bareilly airport
here.

"Allegations like having
stolen hen and goat, rob-
bing a liquor shop were lev-
elled against me and my
family. In such a situation,
you yourself can under-
stand the level of the gov-
ernment's functioning ,"
Khan, who had been in
Sitapur Jail for 27 months,
said. On the way to
Varanasi, the SP leader
said,"the treatment given to
my city, my district and my
loved ones, I can bet no gov-
ernment in the world would
have treated any political
leader so badly. No govern-
ment would have fallen so
low to lodge cases such as
robbing liquor shops and
theft of Rs 16 thousand ru-
pees from my college," he

said. To a question on the
'Agnipath' scheme, he said
"All know as to who will
benefit from the Agnipath
scheme. Everyone knows
the whole country is burn-
ing." "It is clear from the cir-
cumstances what interest of
youth the 'Agnipath'

scheme will serve," he
added. The Centre on
Saturday announced sever-
al incentives including re-
serving 10 per cent vacan-
cies in its paramilitary and
the defence ministry for
Agnipath retirees and said
it will look into any griev-

ance about the new mili-
tary recruitment scheme
"with an open mind'', even
as violent protests raged on
in many states and opposi-
tion parties stepped up
pressure for a rollback.

Unveiling the scheme on
Tuesday, the government
said youths between the
ages of 17-and-a-half and 21
years would be inducted for
a four-year tenure while 25
per cent of the recruits will
be retained for regular serv-
ice. The upper age limit was
raised to 23 years on
Thursday. The new scheme
for the recruitment of sol-
diers in the Army, Navy and
Air Force was projected by
the government as a major
overhaul of the decades-old
selection process to en-
hance the youthful profile
of the three services.

Thiruvananthapuram, Jun 18 (PTI): 

The Centre on Saturday
said it would be approach-
ing the Supreme Court in
connection with its order to
create a one-kilometre eco-
sensitive zone (ESZ) around
all wildlife sanctuaries and
national parks in the wake
of rising protests in the
high ranges of Kerala
against the apex court di-
rection.

Responding to a query on
the ongoing protest in
Kerala over the apex court
order, Union Minister of
State for Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public
Distribution and
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Ashwini
Kumar Choubey said any
verdict of the Supreme
Court has to be accepted.
"We will be holding discus-

sions with the
Kerala govern-
ment and we will
file an affidavit
in the Supreme
Court. Whatever
disquiet is there
a m o n g
people...that will
be taken care of,"
the Union minis-
ter told reporters
here. Expressing
their anguish
over the implications of the
Supreme Court order, farm-
ers in high range areas of
the state had been holding
various forms of protests
including hartals for the
past two weeks urging the
Centre and state govern-
ments to seek legal reme-
dies to exclude human habi-
tations from the one-km
ESZ around protected
forests, national parks and

wildlife sanctu-
aries. The state
government has
said it would ex-
plore the legal
options to take
care of the liveli-
hood options of
the people living
in such areas.
The apex court
recently issued a
direction that
each protected

forest, including national
parks and wildlife sanctuar-
ies, must have an ESZ of
one kilometre and banned
mining activities within
such parks across the na-
tion. The high range areas
of Kerala, particularly
areas in Idukki, Wayanad,
Kottayam and
Pathanamthitta districts,
had been witnessing hartals
by various political and

farmers' groups against the
apex court order delivered
on June 3. Issuing a slew of
directions, a bench headed
by Justice L Nageswara Rao
had on June 3 ordered that
no permanent structure
will be allowed within such
ESZs and said if the local
law or other rules provide
for an ESZ of more than one
kilometre then the earlier
provision would continue to
apply.

The SC order came on a
batch of applications filed
on a pending PIL of 1995
and they raised two sets of
issues with the first one re-
lated to mining activities in
and around Jamua
Ramgarh, a wildlife sanctu-
ary in Rajasthan. The sec-
ond set of issues was relat-
ed to prescribing ESZs sur-
rounding the wildlife sanc-
tuaries and national parks.

Hyderabad, Jun 18 (PTI): 

Transformational re-
forms are underway in the
armed forces in the human
resources management and
other domains such as ca-
pability development with
focus on 'Atmanirbharta
(self-reliance), Army Chief
General Manoj Pande said
on Saturday. He was ad-
dressing a Combined
Graduation Parade (CGP)
at the Air Force Academy
in Dundigal near here.

"India's security canvas
is very vast, complex and
multifaceted. Our active
borders and equally chal-
lenging internal security
threats mandate a very
high level of operational
preparedness," he said ad-

dressing officer cadets at
the academy. Further, he
said disruptive technolo-
gies are shaping the charac-
ter of modern warfare.
Emerging technologies like
artificial intelligence, quan-

tum computing, robotics
and hypersonics are no
longer confined to theory,
but are physically manifest-
ing in battlespaces, Gen
Pande said. Therefore, har-
nessing and leveraging

technology is no longer an
option but an essential mis-
sion mandate, he said.
"There are also transforma-
tional reforms underway in
the armed forces in the
human resources manage-
ment and other domains
such as capability develop-
ment with focus on
'Atmanirbharta'," he said.

The young officers would
be the torchbearers to lead
the changes, the Army chief
further said. He exhorted
the passing out officers to
continue the pursuit of
knowledge. Concurrently,
imbibing leadership quali-
ties is the bounden duty of
every officer of the armed
forces, he said. Gen Pande
reviewed the Parade on the
occasion.
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‘Transformational reforms 
underway in armed forces’

Chief of the Army Staff General Manoj Pande presents wings to the
newly commissioned officers, during the Combined Graduation
Parade at Air Force Academy in Dundigal, near Hyderabad, Saturday.

‘My ministry set 5 world
records this year’

Pune, Jun 18 (PTI): 

The Union Ministry of
Road Transport and
Highways set five world
records this year, includ-
ing building a 75-kilome-
tre highway stretch in
just 105 hours and 33
minutes, and the credit
went to a dedicated team
of engineers, contrac-
tors, consultants and
workers, Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari said on
Saturday.

The 75-km continuous
single bituminous con-
crete road was construct-
ed between Amravati
and Akola on National
Highway 53, he said.

"The credit for all this

does not go to me, but to
the engineers, contrac-
tors, consultants, work-
ers who toiled through
day and night," the min-
ister said at the
'Pandurang Abaji Raut
Amrut Mahotsavi

Satkar' event here. He
stressed on the need to
increase ethanol produc-
tion from sugarcane to
bolster the country's fuel
needs and to make it an
energy exporter.

The minister said the
18th century belonged
to the Mughals, the 19th
century to the Union
Jack (British Empire),
while United States of
America was the super-
power of the 20th 
century.

"If all of us work to-
gether, then the 21st cen-
tury will belong to India.
The country will become
a 'vishwaguru' and an
economic superpower,"
Gadkari asserted.

Nitin Gadkari 

‘Centre to move SC on issue 
of ESZ around protected forests’

Samajwadi Party (SP) leader Azam Khan speaks during a
public meeting in support of Dharmendra Yadav, SP candi-
date for Azamgarh parliamentary constituency by-elections. 

Patnaik to meet Pope
Francis in Vatican City

Bhubaneswar, Jun 18 (PTI): 

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik will begin
an 11-day trip abroad on
Monday during which he
will meet Pope Francis in
Vatican City and potential
investors in Dubai, a state-
ment said on Saturday.

Patnaik left for Delhi
during the day with a dele-
gation for his second offi-
cial foreign trip during his
22-year-long rule. "In re-
sponse to an invitation by
the World Food
Programme (WFP), the
chief minister will lead a
delegation to the organisa-
tion's headquarters in
Rome and share transfor-
mative initiatives of

Odisha in the field of food
security and disaster man-
agement. "He will also
meet WFP Director David
Beasley and other senior
office-bearers of the or-
ganisation and have de-
tailed discussions on part-
nership between the
Odisha government and

the body and future proj-
ects to ensure food securi-
ty in a sustainable man-
ner," a statement issued by
the chief minister's office
said. During the chief
minister's stay in Rome, he
will meet Pope Francis in
Vatican City, it said.

Patnaik will meet the
Odia diaspora from vari-
ous parts of Europe, and
discuss ways to engage it
in promoting Odisha's art
and culture and also be
part of the state's transfor-
mational journey, the
statement said. On his way
back from Italy, Patnaik
will meet potential in-
vestors from across West
Asia in Dubai in the
United Arab Emirates.

Naveen Patnaik

‘Digital kranti’
Panaji, Jun 18 (PTI):
Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant on Saturday paid
tribute to all freedom
fighters on Goa Revolution
Day and said that the time
is ripe for "digital kranti"
in the coastal state.
Addressing a state-level
function on the occasion
here, Sawant recalled the
sacrifices made by free-
dom fighters to liberate
Goa from the Portuguese
rule. Goa Governor P S
Sreedharan Pillai was
present as the chief guest
for the function. Sawant,
Pillai and other leaders
paid tributes at the
Martyrs' Memorial at
Azad Maidan. Goa
Revolution Day is celebrat-
ed on June 18 to commem-
orate the public meeting
held at Margao in 1946,
during which freedom
fighter Ram Manohar
Lohia had given a clarion
call for liberation.
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Free sickle cell test, medicines and
counseling in all govt hospitals

Raipur, Jun 18: About
one percent of the popula-
tion of Chhattisgarh is
suffering from sickle cell,
a genetic disease related to
blood. All the community
health centers, district
hospitals and medical col-
lege hospitals of the state
have the facility of free
tests, medicines and con-
sultation. Sicklecell pa-
tients are also provided
free blood when needed
from licensed blood banks.
On the occasion of World
Sickle Cell Day on June 19,
the Health Department

has appealed to conduct
sickle cell test for all preg-
nant women and children.
If it is detected in time, the
lives of pregnant women
and children can be saved.

State Sickle Cell
Institute is also operating
in Raipur, where there is a
provision for Tertiary
Care of patients. Research
is also being done about
this disease in the insti-
tute. Medical officers and
lab technicians across the
state are also given train-
ing on Sickle Cell.

Sickle cell is a genetic
disease. It is not caused by
blood transfusion or mal-
nutrition. There are two
types of this disease – sick-
le cell disease SS and sick-
le cell carrier AS.

Sickle cell disease SS
can cause severe pain and
discomfort to the patient

and may require frequent
blood transfusions. By tak-
ing the medicine accord-
ing to the doctor’s advice,
the patient can live a long
life and can avoid serious
problems.

A sickle cell carrier is
an AS carrier. It is not a
disease. In this the person
does not suffer any physi-
cal pain nor does he need
any treatment. However, if
both parents are carriers,
then their child may be
prone to sickle cell disease.
Pre-marriage screening
should be done to prevent
its spread to the next gen-
eration. Sickle cell carri-
ers or persons with the dis-
ease should not intermar-
ry.

It is detected in time by
sickle cell test of pregnant
women and children. With
this, a person with sickle

cell can take necessary
precautions at the time of
marriage. Also, people
who are diagnosed with
sickle cell disease and
whose treatment is started
in time, can be saved from
trouble. When sickle cell is
detected in childhood, nec-
essary advice and treat-
ment can be started imme-
diately.

It is especially impor-
tant to check pregnant and
her husband. This helps in
keeping them as well as
their future children safe.
Sickle cell is first tested by
the solubility method.
This check is easily done
by ANMs or other health
workers in sub health cen-
ters or schools. This is con-
firmed through elec-
trophoresis test or HPLC
test or Point of Care Test
(POC).

UIDAI CEO admires works of Aadhaar
services by CHiPS in Chhattisgarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 18: The
works of Aadhaar servic-
es in Chhattisgarh for the
common people in the
state are commendable,
said Dr Saurabh Garg
Chief Executive Officer
of Unique Identification
Authority of India, New
Delhi during his visit to
the Municipal
Corporation Aadhaar
Center here today. Dr
Saurabh Garg along with
Deputy Director General
Smt Sangeeta P and
Chhattisgarh State
Aadhaar Director
Srinivas Naik were also
present on the occasion.

Apart from the
Municipal Corporation
Aadhar Center the UIDAI
team also visited the
Aadhaar Center of Zone
Seven.

M u n i c i p a l
Commissioner Mayank
Chaturvedi informed

that most of the civic
services of the Municipal
Corporation are being
provided conveniently to
the common citizens in
coordination with
CHiPS.

Nilesh Soni, Joint
Chief Executive Officer
of CHiPS, provided com-
plete information about
the operation of Aadhaar
services in the state to
the team from New
Delhi.

Nilesh Soni informed
that as per the intention
of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, ChiPS
is continuously working
to increase transparency
and reliability in the de-

livery of citizen services
in the state, in which
Aadhaar services are
playing an important
role.

Chhattisgarh UIDAI
project head Anit Tiwari
and assistant manager
Saurabh Ramteke, offi-
cers of the municipal
corporation were also
present on the occasion.
It is worth noting that the
work of updating the
new Aadhaar card, ad-
dress, photo, bio-metric
information is being
done in Aadhaar centers.
Aadhaar authentication
is required in many
schemes with Direct
Benefit Transfer.

YC workers burn PM’s effigy in
protest against ‘Agnipath’ scheme

Raipur, Jun 18: Central
government’s new army
recruitment scheme
‘Agnipath’ has sparked
protest in Chhattisgarh
also. Youth Congress work-
ers staged demonstration
at Rajiv Chowk in Raipur
on Saturday besides burn-
ing effigy of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
protest against this
scheme. They also tried to
gherao BJP MP Sunil
Soni’s house, but senior
leaders stopped them from

doing so.
Protesters led by Youth

Congress leader Vinod
Kashyap protested against
the ‘Agnipath’ scheme in
the capital. It was decided
that the protesters would
go to the house of BJP MP
Sunil Soni by taking out a
foot march and will hold
demonstration and burn
effigy of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi outside his
house. Later, senior
Congress leaders stopped
the Youth Congressmen
from protesting outside the
MP’s house.

Later the program
changed and the protesters

gathered at Rajiv Gandhi
Chowk where they raised
slogans against the central
government and the Prime
Minister besides burning
effigy of the Prime
Minister. The policemen
somehow managed to dis-
perse them from Rajiv
Gandhi Chowk. Vinod
Kashyap-Bhakku said, the
central government
brought this ‘Agnipath’
scheme to deceive the
youth.

BJP’s central govern-
ment, which calls itself a
nationalist, is going to
make fun of national secu-
rity in the name of

Agniveer, Pradesh
Congress Communications
Chief Sushil Anand
Shukla said. The youth
who dream of a golden fu-
ture with national service
in the country’s armies are
feeling cheated, he said,
adding that Modi govern-
ment is spoiling the future
of the youth of India along
with the army of the coun-
try. Since the announce-
ment of this scheme, there
is anger among the youth
all over the country.
According to him former
army officers have also
come out in protest regard-
ing this plan.

BWF announces dates of two new India
International challengers in Nagpur and Raipur

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 18: The
Badminton World
Federation on Friday an-
nounced the dates of the
two India international
challenge to be held in
Nagpur and Raipur in
September this year.
According to the BWF cal-
ender, the India

M a h a r a s h t r a
International Challenge
will be held in Nagpur
from September 13-18,
while the Indian
C h h a t t i s g a r h
International Challenge is
set to be staged in Raipur
from September 20-25.

The world governing
body, BWF, had awarded
the two events, beside also

allotting a junior interna-
tional event to Hyderabad
— also in September — fol-
lowing a request from the
Badminton Association of
India last month. Apart
from these events, India
will conduct one
International Challenge in
Bengaluru and a junior in-
ternational tournament in
Pune.

CBI action against Raj CM’s brother: Baghel
slams Centre, decries ‘vendetta politics’

Raipur, Jun 18:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday described the
CBI searches at the prem-
ises of the brother of his
Rajasthan counterpart
and Congress colleague
Ashok Gehlot as “vendet-
ta politics” and said
Central agencies were
being misused , which is
“highly condemnable .
The CBI on Friday raided
Agrasen Gehlot’s resi-
dence in Jodhpur in con-
nection with a corruption
case. An Enforcement
Directorate (ED) team too
had raided his place in
2020. Talking to reporters
here, Baghel alleged no
action against any BJP
leader by these investi-
gating agencies in the
last eight years clearly in-
dicated that they were
not acting impartially.

“This is politics of re-
venge. Every probe
agency should be allowed

to work independently. A
person (in Chhattisgarh)
had complained to the
Prime Ministers’ Office
(PMO) against (former
chief minister and BJP
leader) Raman Singh and
his son accusing them of
being involved in money
laundering and sought
probe into it by the
Enforcement Directorate.
But no action was taken
on it,” Baghel said when
queried on the CBI raids
at the premises of
Rajasthan CM’s brother.
“Was any action taken
against a single BJP
leader by Central agen-
cies in the last eight years
(of NDA rule at the
Centre)? Central agencies
have not been working
impartially. They are
being misused. It should
be pressure free. There
are many instances when
probe agencies raided op-
position leaders, but no
further inquiry was held

after they joined the BJP.
This is highly con-
demnable,” the CM said.
The CM further slammed
the Centre over shortage
of petrol and diesel and
asked if the country was
heading towards a Sri
Lanka like situation. The
island nation has been
going through an eco-
nomic crisis.

“There is a shortage in
supply of petrol and
diesel in the country. Are
we heading towards a Sri
Lanka like situation be-
cause the sale of petrol
and diesel was first
stopped when the eco-
nomic crisis started
there. The Union govern-
ment should clarify, he
said. Baghel said short-
age of fuel will trigger in-
flation, affect farming ac-
tivities at the start of the
monsoon, adding that he
would meet pump owners
in the evening and listen
to their grievances.

Sickling patient undergoes surgery for Ebstein Anomaly

Raipur, Jun 18: The
Heart, Chest and Vascular
Surgery Department
under Pt Jawaharlal
Nehru Memorial Medical
College Raipur and Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar
Memorial Hospital, has set
another record in the field
of heart surgery by per-
forming a rare and ex-
tremely complex operation
of the heart in a sickling
patient. The team led by
the Head of the
Department of Heart,
Chest and Vascular
Surgery, Dr Krishnakant
Sahu saved life of a 23-
year-old woman who is
sickling patient, by suc-
cessfully performing oper-
ation of the Ebstein ane-

mia on her. Similar sur-
gery was done six months
ago for the first time in the
state in this institute.

‘Usually during heart
operation the heart and
lung functions are tem-
porarily stopped by put-
ting the patient on heart-
lung machine and patient’s
body temperature is kept
between 28° C and 30 ° C so
as to prevent damage to pa-
tient’s organs like brain,
heart, liver and kidney’, Dr
Krishnakant Sahu said.

According to him this
operation was very chal-
lenging because in sickling
patient the body tempera-
ture cannot be reduced as
it may cause permanent
damage to patient’s blood
cells besides affecting or-
gans.

Before the operation the
oxygen saturation of the
patient was 80 to 85% but
now it is 98%. In this type
of operation, the patient
has a 50% chance of get-
ting a pacemaker. But this

patient’s operation was
done with the use of spe-
cial technology so that the
patient did not need a per-
manent pacemaker.
However, the patient had to
be given support of the
pacemaker machine for 3
days.

World’s finest tissue
valve called Bovine Tissue
Valve was fitted in patient.
After this, the patient does
not need blood thinners
like Acitrom & Warf, be-
cause the structure of this

valve is like the valve of
the human heart. After re-
covering completely, this
patient is ready to go to her
home. This operation has
been done at free of cost
under Ayushman and
Khoobchand Baghel
scheme.

This operation is called
tricuspid valve replace-
ment with 29mm bovine
tissue valve+ RVOT obus-
truction release under nor-
mothermic cardiopul-
monary bypass.

At Heart, Chest and
Vascular Surgery
Department of
Ambedkar Hospital

Surgery performed
by team led by Dr
Krishnakant Sahu

Try to gherao BJP
MP’s house 

Unique
Identification
Authority of India’s
3-member team
visits Aadhaar
Center

CM salutes 
sacrifice of Rani

Lakshmi Bai 

Raipur, Jun 18:
Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel
saluted valor,
courage and patriot-
ism of Rani Lakshmi
Bai by paying floral
tributes at her por-
trait on her martyr-
dom day at his resi-
dence office here
today. He said that the
queen of Jhansi was
a heroine in the true
sense, who sacrificed
her life for the moth-
er land. According to
Chief Minister Rani
Lakshmi Bai is an ex-
ample of bravery and
women power, her
personality is a
source of inspiration
not only for women
but for the entire so-
ciety and country.

Free blood also pro-
vided from licensed
blood-banks

World Sickle Cell
Day on June 19

Raipur, Jun 18: In yet an-
other initiative to promote
the rich and glorious cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday gave instruc-
tions to give prominent
place to the portrait of

‘Chhattisgarh Mahtari’
(mother) in all government
programmes.

Chief Minister took to
Twitter to share informa-
tion in this regard. “The
splendor, prosperity of
Chhattisgarh is from our
farmers and the blessing of
Chhattisgarh Mahtari is
bringing prosperity in their
lives. We have decided to
give a prominent place to

the portrait of Chhattisgarh
Mahtari in all government
programmes so that we can
remember our glorious his-
tory and culture”, the tweet
said. Meanwhile, it is worth
mentioning that on the ini-
tiative of the Chief
Minister, the state song
‘Arpa Pairi Ke Dhar’ is
being sung at the beginning
of all government pro-
grammes.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 18:
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
questioned the BJP-led
Union government’s in-
tention in rolling out the
‘Agnipath’ scheme for
military recruitment and
asked why it was playing
with the security of the
country and the future of
the youth. Demanding
immediate withdrawal of
the policy, the CM said
youths, trained in
weapons, could indulge
in criminal activities
when they become job-
less after completion of
their four-year tenure as
part of the scheme.

Unveiling the scheme on
Tuesday, the Centre had
said youths between the
ages of 17-and-a-half and
21 years would be induct-
ed as ‘Agniveers’ in the
armed forces for a four-
year tenure while 25 per-
cent of the recruits will
be retained for regular
service.

Later, the government
decided to raise the upper
age limit for recruitment
under the scheme to 23
years from 21 for this
year only.

Asked about the ongo-
ing protests in several
parts of the country
against the scheme,
Baghel told reporters,
“Why is full time recruit-
ment not being done in
the armed forces? Are
you (Centre) trying to say
you don’t have money for
recruitment in the army,
which protects our coun-
try? Youths join armed

forces with a spirit to
serve the nation. Why are
you playing with their fu-
ture and borders of the
country?”

“On one hand you have
been selling the country’s
assets and on the other
you don’t have money for
army recruitment. You
should issue a white
paper on this situation,”
he added. He also
slammed BJP-ruled
states that have an-
nounced that priority
would be given to de-in-
ducted ‘Agniveers’ in po-
lice recruitment and re-
lated services. “The army
and police are two signifi-
cantly different profes-
sions. Police are for main-
taining law and order
while the army is for de-
fence. An army man
knows only two things,
friend and foe. They fight
and eliminate their ene-
mies. Police are mainly

tasked with maintaining
law and order and cannot
be associated with it,” he
said. He said training in
both professions were dif-
ferent and questioned
why the Centre was try-
ing to mislead people on
the issue (by saying that
the Agniveers will be pre-
ferred in police recruit-
ment).

“Will it be possible to
recruit all de-inducted
Agniveers as police per-
sonnel after their tenure
gets over? What will hap-
pen to those who will not
get jobs? In which direc-
tion are you taking socie-
ty? Your intention does
not seem to be right,” the
Chhattisgarh CM said.
“They (Agniveers) would
be trained in arms and if
you leave them in the
lurch in such a way then
they can indulge in crimi-
nal activities by forming
gangs,” the CM claimed.

CM slams ‘Agnipath’ scheme
Says Centre playing
with nation’s secu-
rity, future of
youths

Portrait of ‘Chhattisgarh Mahtari’ to get
prominent place in all govt programmes
p Important decision

to promote rich cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh

Raipur, Jun 18: President
of Shri Jagannath Seva
Samiti Raipur, Purandar
Mishra had a courtesy call
on Governor Ms.

Anusuiya Uikey at Raj
Bhavan here. Mr. Mishra
invited Governor Ms.
Uikey to participate in the
Jagannath Rath Yatra to
be held on July 01. On this
occasion, Mr. Mishra pre-
sented traditional clothes
to Governor Ms. Uikey
and also gave ‘Mada’ and
‘Khaja’ as Prasad of Lord
Jagannath.

Governor invited to attend
Jagannath Rath Yatra



New Delhi, Jun 18 (PTI): 

States and Union territo-
ries have been asked to sub-
mit "larger number" of sam-
ples for whole genome se-
quencing from districts and
areas which have seen a
surge in COVID-19 cases
over a period of seven days,
official sources said on
Saturday.

The direction was issued
during Friday's meeting by
the INSACOG which re-
viewed the COVID-19 data to
check the possibility of any
new emerging variant or

sub-variant and ascertain
the reasons behind the
breakthrough infections.

"The idea behind asking
states and Union territories
to send larger number of
samples is to keep a closer
watch over the current cir-
culating sublineagues of
Omicron and its correlation
to the current epidemiologi-
cal picture," an official said.

"Also, we want to see if we
are missing out any impor-
tant clues regarding newer
sub variants during routine
sequencing through the sen-
tinel surveillance," the offi-

cial added. As on date, 10
states and Union territories
-- Maharashtra, Kerala,
Delhi, Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh, Telangana, West
Bengal and Gujarat have
over 1,000 cases.

"The last review meeting
that there is no variant of
concern in the country as of
now. India now has BA.4 and
BA.5 in addition to BA.2
which have slightly higher
transmissibility as com-
pared to other Omicron sub
lineages," the official said.

The INSACOG is a joint

initiative of the Department
of Biotechnology under the
ministries of science and
technology, and health to
carry out genome sequenc-
ing of the virus to under-
stand how it spreads and
evolves. Thirty-two districts
in India including 11 from
Kerala and five from
Maharashtra are reporting
a weekly Covid positivity
rate of more than 10 per
cent while in 35 districts in-
cluding 9 from Delhi, the
weekly positivity is between
5 and 10 per cent, sources
said.

Stable
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Congress presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi is stable
and recovering well,
sources at Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital here said on
Saturday, nearly a week
after she was admitted to
the facility owing to post-
Covid issues. She was
detected with a lower res-
piratory tract infection
after her admission to the
hospital, according to the
Congress.

Shot dead 
DDeeoogghhaarr:: A prisoner was
shot dead by unidentified
miscreants near civil
court premises in
Jharkhand's Deoghar dis-
trict on Saturday, police
said. The incident took
place around 11.30 am
when the prisoner, identi-
fied as Amit Kumar
Singh, was being brought
from Bihta in Bihar for
production in court.

Landslide 
JJaammmmuu:: A fresh landslide,
triggered by rains,
Saturday blocked Jammu-
Srinagar national highway
in Udhampur district of
Jammu and Kashmir, leav-
ing hundreds of vehicles
stranded, officials said.
The landslide struck the
270-km highway, the only
all weather road linking
Kashmir with the rest of
the country, around 1.30
pm at Samroli, forcing
suspension of the traffic
from both sides, the offi-
cials said.

Fire 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A fire broke
out at a furniture factory
in southwest Delhi's
Bindapur area on early
Saturday morning, offi-
cials said. According to
fire officials, they
received information
about the blaze at 4.05
am and eight fire tenders
were rushed to the spot. 

Seized 
CChheennnnaaii:: Foreign curren-
cies amounting to Rs
34.76 lakh were seized
from three women pas-
sengers ahead of their
departure to Colombo,
the Customs Department
said on Saturday.

CC

C E N T R A L
https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

BBiillaassppuurr,, Sunday, June 19,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

BRIEF

Bollywood actors Anil Kapoor
and Neetu Kapoor during the

promotional event of their
upcoming movie Jug Jug Jeeyo,

in Jaipur, Saturday. 
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New Delhi, Jun 18: 

Union minister Anurag
Thakur on Saturday ap-
pealed to the youths
protesting against the
Agnipath scheme to shun
violence and come for-
ward for talks, asserting
that the government is
ready to look into their
grievances with an "open
mind" and make changes
"if required".

The Information and
Broadcasting Minister
said the Agnipath scheme
is a "historic decision"
taken by the Narendra
Modi government towards
making the country "more
secured" in future and also
provide "opportunities" to
the country's youth.

Thakur said the coun-
try's youth, who want to
join Army, would never
take the path of the vio-
lence. But some political
parties, which keep look-

ing of every opportunity
under an agenda to block
any change taking place,
have "provoked" the youth,
he alleged, without nam-
ing any party.

"I would like to appeal to
the country's youth that
path of violence would not
take you anywhere. In a
democracy, you have right
to protest but not by set-
ting government property
on fire. Violence has no
place in a democracy," he
said replying to questions
at a conclave organised by
the TV9 media group.

Ahmedabad, Jun 18 (PTI):

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday met his
mother Hiraba at her resi-
dence in Gandhinagar as
she entered the 100th year of
her life, and sought her
blessings.

In a blogpost penned on
the occasion, Modi termed
her a "symbol of resilience."
The prime minister, who is
on a visit to Gujarat,
reached Hiraba's residence
at Raysan on the outskirts
of Gandhinagar around 6:30
in the morning, and spent
around half an hour with
her. Hiraba Modi lives with
Pankaj Modi, the prime
minister's younger brother.

The PM offered her
sweets, washed her feet and
took her blessings. He also
gifted her a shawl and chat-
ted with her while sitting at

her feet, video footage of the
meeting, released by offi-
cials here, showed. "Maa
this isn't a mere word but it
captures a range of emo-
tions. Today, 18th June is the
day my Mother Heeraba en-
ters her 100th year. On this

special day, I have penned a
few thoughts expressing joy
and gratitude," Modi tweet-
ed. In the blogpost, Modi
called her a "symbol of re-
silience," someone who
finds happiness in others'
joys.

Kondagaon, Jun 18: 

Three government offi-
cials were arrested by the
Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) for allegedly ac-
cepting a bribe of Rs 1.3
lakh in Kondagaon dis-
trict, an official said on
Saturday. Based on a com-
plaint, the ACB team on
Friday caught executive
engineer R B Singh, sub-
divisional officer (SDO) R
B Chaurasia and deputy
engineer D K Arya, all
posted in the water re-
source department in

Kondagaon, ACB superin-
tendent of police Pankaj
Chandra said. The trio
had sought Rs 24 lakh
from the complainant to
release his pending bills
for construction works
worth Rs 1.11 crore, the of-
ficial said. The accused
demanded Rs 7.20 lakh as
first instalment, but later
settled for Rs 1.30 lakh, he
said. The trio were caught
red-handed while accept-
ing the bribe amount as
an advance at the SDO's
residence, the official
added.

Srinagar, Jun 18 (PTI): 

Former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister
Farooq Abdullah Saturday
withdrew his name as the
potential joint opposition
candidate for the upcoming
presidential elections, say-
ing he has a "lot more active
politics" ahead of him, and
that he wanted to con-
tribute in navigating the
Union Territory through
the current "critical junc-
ture".

The 84-year-old Abdullah
is the second political per-

son after Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP) chief
Sharad Pawar to have with-
drawn their names as prob-
able opposition nominee for
the July elections.
Abdullah's statement
comes ahead of a scheduled
meeting of opposition par-
ties in Mumbai to discuss
their joint candidate for the
presidential elections.

In a statement, Abdullah,
who heads the National
Conference and is at pres-
ent a Lok Sabha member,
however, thanked the oppo-
sition leaders for proposing

his name. He said he was
honoured that his name
was proposed by West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee to run for
the office of the President
of India. "Subsequent to
Mamata didi proposing my
name, I have received a
number of calls from oppo-
sition leaders offering their
support for my candida-
ture," Abdullah said in the
statement, adding he had
discussions with senior col-
leagues of his party and
family about this "unex-
pected" development.

Surge in Covid cases

‘States, UTs to submit ‘larger number’ of
samples for whole genome sequencing’

AGNIPATH SCHEME PROTESTS

‘Shun violence; govt
ready to hold talks’

The Railways cancelled 369
trains on Saturday due to the
agitation against the Centre's
recently announced Agnipath
scheme for recruitment of
soldiers in the armed forces,
officials said. These include
210 mail/express and 159
local passenger trains. The
Railways has also partially
cancelled two mail/express
trains, thus the total number
of trains affected during the
day is 371, the officials said.

The Centre on Saturday
announced several incentives
including reserving 10 per
cent vacancies in its paramil-
itary and the defence min-
istry for Agnipath retirees
and said it will look into any
grievance about the new mil-
itary recruitment scheme
"with an open mind'', even as
violent protests raged on in
many states and opposition
parties stepped up pressure
for a rollback. The Ministry of
Home Affairs (MHA) said it
has decided to reserve 10 per
cent vacancies for recruit-
ment in CAPFs and Assam
Rifles for Agniveers. 

369 trains cancelled
due to Agnipath

protests

10% quota for
Agniveers in defence

ministry jobs

PPaattnnaa//KKoollkkaattaa//BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr//RRaanncchhii:: Protestors continued to
target railway properties in Bihar and West Bengal on Saturday
to vent their ire against the Agnipath defence recruitment
scheme disrupting train services in the eastern region for the
fourth day in a row, while demonstrations were held on roads in
Odisha and Jharkhand.
Job aspirants also did push-ups on a road in Bihar capital Patna
and on railway tracks in West Bengal's North 24 Parganas, while
one youth ran 60 kilometres in Odisha's Nabarangpur as marks
of their opposition to the 'Agnipath' short-term recruitment
scheme.

Protestors continue to attack railway properties

Anurag Thakur

Three govt officials caught
taking Rs 1.3 lakh bribe

PM meets his mother on her
birthday, seeks blessings

PM Narendra Modi meets his mother Heeraba on her 100th birthday,
at her residence in Gandhinagar, Saturday.

New Delhi, Jun 18 (PTI): 

In a setback for Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain, a court
here on Saturday dismissed the
bail plea of the AAP leader who
was arrested last month by the
Enforcement Directorate in a
money laundering case.
Special Judge Geetanjli Goel
denied the relief to Jain, saying
that in the absence of medical
documents showing his medical
condition, the accused cannot be
enlarged on bail only on the
ground that he suffers from
sleep apnea. The court also said
that if granted bail, there was a
possibility that Jain could tamp-
er with evidence as he occupied
an influential position.
Considering the facts and cir-
cumstances of the case and the
nature of allegations against the
accused and that the application
for bail does not pass muster
even on the triple test (accused
is not a flight risk, will not influ-
ence witnesses and will not
tamper with the evidence) for
grant of bail at this stage, the
application is dismissed being
without merits, the judge said.

Jain refused bail

Vadodara, Jun 18 (PTI): 

Asserting that empow-
erment of women and
their rapid progress is nec-
essary for the speedy de-
velopment of the 21st cen-
tury India, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday said making the
lives of women easier and
providing opportunities to
them to move ahead are
among the top priorities of
his government.

India is making plans
and taking decisions keep-
ing in mind the needs and
aspirations of women, he

said, adding that his gov-
ernment has opened doors
for women so that they can
pursue career in the fields
of their interest - be it

armed forces or mines.
Modi was addressing a
rally here after launching
a project of the Gujarat
government addressing
the nutritional require-
ment of pregnant women
and a similar programme
targeting tribal women.
On the occasion, he also
unveiled via video link 18
railway projects worth Rs
16,000-crore, laid the foun-
dation stone for the per-
manent campus of the
Central University of
Gujarat and the new build-
ing of Bharatiya Gati
Shakti Vishwavidyalaya.

‘Empowerment of women necessary
for India’s development’

Oppn Prez nominee: Farooq withdraws his name
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MiC of DMC approves survey list of OBC 
and economically weaker sections 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  1188::  The MiC meeting
of Durg Municipal Corporation
was held under the chair of
Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal at the
Data Center the other day. The
Chhattisgarh Quantifiable Data
Commission  had conducted a
survey of the people from the
Other Backward Classes
Commission and economically
weaker sections under the Durg
Municipal limits. 

After conducting this survey
from September 2021 to April
2022, claims were invited by
publishing the list between May

5 to May 13, 2022. A total of 08
claims have been received,
after resolving which the list
was tabled in the meeting of
MIC for approval of the final list.
The MiC gave approval to the
list and marked it for being

placed in the general body
meeting. It needs a mention
that Corporation Commissioner
Haresh Mandavi gave detailed
information about the survey
list to the Mayor Dheeraj
Bakliwal, Speaker Rajesh Yadav

and members of MiC present.
Thereafter approval was given
by MIC to send the above list to
the general meeting. 

In the meeting, MiC mem-
bers Abdul Gani, Rishabh Jain,
Bhola Mahobia, Deepak Sahu,
Sanjay Kohle, Mandeep Bhatia,
Hameed Khokhar, Jayshree
Joshi, Satyawati Verma,
Jamuna Sahu, Shankar Thakur,
Executive Engineer Rajesh
Pandey, Assistant Engineer RK
Jain, Shankar Dayal Sharma,
Nodal Officer Prakash Chand
Thawani, Accounts Officer RK
Borkar, Sharad Ratnakar were
present.

Juhi Vyas crowned Mrs India Inc 1st runner-up 
Bhilai, Jun 18: Juhi Vyas,
a multi-talented woman en-
trepreneur of Durg, has
been crowned Mrs India
Inc First Runner-up by the
prestigious and most credi-
ble beauty pageant for mar-
ried women in India. Mrs
India Inc is associated with
the oldest and world's most
prestigious beauty pageant
"Mrs World". Juhi will rep-
resent India globally at Mrs
Galaxy next year.

She was accorded a rous-
ing welcome on her arrival
at home town on Saturday.
While interacting with
media persons, Juhi said
that participation in a pres-
tigious beauty pageant was
a challenging task for her.
Being a 31-year-old mother
of two kids, she worked
hard for more than two
years and lost almost 15-17

kgs of body weight. Juhi
said that her husband, in-
laws, sister and mother
supported her a lot in chas-
ing the dream.

Juhi Vyas resides at
Shikshak Nagar in Durg in
a joint family. She is happi-
ly married to businessman
Shantanu Vyas and the cou-
ple is blessed with two
adorable kids. Although a
student of software engi-
neering, she let the passion
guide her profession. Juhi
is an internationally certi-

fied make-up artist and
hairdresser and successful-
ly runs her own salon and
spa.

"Hard work and dedica-
tion are at the core of all I
do and I don't believe in giv-
ing up! I'm a fitness enthu-
siast and agree with the
adage that Health is
Wealth. Dancing is one of
the many ways I keep fit
and learning
Bharatnatyam post mar-
riage has added form and
discipline to my life. I truly

appreciate the importance
of balanced living and
therefore try to dedicate
equal time to my personal
and professional life", she
said.

"As a mother, the very
thought of children being
sexually abused breaks my
heart and I want to work to-
wards tougher penalties for
rapists and paedophiles for
a safer society. I believe that
after winning the beauty
pageant crown at a presti-
gious platform, I'd have a
larger reach to voice my
opinion and bring about a
positive change in this
world", she concluded.

Juhi's husband
Shantanu Vyas, sister
Purvi Ostwal, Dr Pradeep
Chaudhary and family
friends were present dur-
ing the press conference.

Over 9000 students apply for online admission in first two days 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  1188:: In the first two days
of the opening of online admis-
sions, so far 9000 students have
applied for admission in
Hemchand Yadav University,
Durg. Giving this information, the
Dean of the University, Student
Welfare, Dr Prashant Srivastava
said that the maximum number of
applications are for Government
Vishwanath Yadav Tamaskar
Mahavidyalaya, Durg and
Government Girls College, Durg. 

It is noteworthy that, as per the
instructions of the Government of
Chhattisgarh, at present only the
students who have passed the
12th examination from the
Chhattisgarh Board are applying
for admission in the first year

graduation classes. Students who
have appeared in CBSE of ICSE
board will apply for online admis-
sion after the declaration of result.
Dr Srivastava told that while ap-
plying online, students should up-
load all the documents as per the
instructions given on the portal,
otherwise there may be difficulty
in their admission process. The
merit list for admission will be re-
leased only after the declaration of
CBSE result. In this regard, the
Vice Chancellor of the University,
Dr Aruna Palta has taken a meet-
ing of the principals of all the col-
leges and apprised them about the
instructions of the government re-

garding the admission process.
Meanwhile in the RDC meeting for
PhD, a thorough examination of
the synopsis submitted by 25 re-
searchers of psychology and
mathematics was done by the sub-
ject experts. Dr Usha Kiran
Agarwal, external expert of psy-
chology, emphasized on the need
to include the results of research
work of all the researchers from
Raipur in view of the importance in
social interest. Also present were
Dr Shobha Srivastava, Department
head and Dr Devjani Mukherjee,
President of the Board of Studies.
The research scholars were ac-
companied by their research direc-

tors Dr Sonber, Dr Gurpreet Kaur
Chhabra. In the RDC meeting of
Mathematics, external expert Dr
VS Thakur suggested for many
changes in the title of the synopsis
of the researchers and in the re-
search methodology. Head
Department Dr Anupama Asthana
and President of the Study Board
Dr Padmavati were present in the
meeting of Mathematics. Dr
Rakesh Tiwari, Dr Prachi Singh
were also present as research di-
rectors. According to Dr
Srivastava, on June 21, 2022, RDC
meeting for Political Science will
be held. Dr Rajmani Patel, Deputy
Registrar of University
Examinations said that out of 51
annual examinations of the
University, results of 32 have been
declared. After the entire results of
the annual examination are de-
clared, results of graduation and
semester examinations will be de-
clared.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 18: It is a
matter of great pride that
Yash Singh Bhadauria
(s/o Nagesh Pratap Singh
Bhadauria and Anita
Singh Bhadauria), of Sri
Sankara Vidyalaya, Sec-
10, Bhilai, has exhibited
an excellent performance
in CG-PET conducted by
C h h a t t i s g a r h
P r o f e s s i o n a l
Examination Board.

He has brought laurels
to the school by securing
9th rank in PET 2022. The
result reflects the com-
bined efforts, hardwork,
sincerity and dedication
of the SSV fraternity and
the family.

The School
Management, Principal
and Staff extended their

heartiest congratulations
to Yash Singh Bhadauria
and his parents and fami-
ly for his magnificent
achievement and also
conveyed their best wish-
es for all his future en-
deavours.

Considering frequent mishaps, MP 
Vijay Baghel inspects Bhilai Steel Plant

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 18: In view of
the frequent mishaps in
the last few days, MP
Vijay Baghel visited
Bhilai Steel Plant and as-
sessed the safety arrange-
ments and other facilities.
First of all, he visited the
Safety Department and
questioned the officials
about the safety measures
being taken in the plant.
Executive Director
(Personnel) KK Singh and
Executive Director
(Operations) Anjani
Kumar accompanied him
during the visit. General
Manager (Safety) GP
Singh detailed the safety
processes being followed
in BSP. Baghel opined

that instead of hiring an
external agency, the plant
workers can give more
suggestions and informa-
tion about the safety
arrangements as they
have first hand informa-
tion about the plant.

Baghel added that
along with the life of
workers, protection of the
plant's property is also
very important. Proper
security measures must
be in place to check thefts
and burglaries. The shops
which have been closed
should be dismantled as
soon as possible, he said.

Thereafter, MP Vijay
Baghel visited the mishap
site of SMS 2 where casu-
alties occurred in the re-
cent past. He instructed
the CGM that there
should be no compromise
with safety. He added that
there must be a good can-
teen, rest room and toilet
for personnel. The rate of
accidents can also be
brought down by giving a
favourable atmosphere to
the workmen.

During the tour of Rail
and Structural Mill,
Baghel reached the place
where he had worked for
19 years as an employee.
He got emotional on spot-
ting his chair and the
locker. His co-workers ac-
corded a rousing welcome
at Baghel at RSM.

He said that there has
been a lot of improve-
ment in Rail and
Structural Mill, but for
achieving zero accident
status, a lot more needs to
be done. Baghel unexpect-
edly moved towards the

toilet and canteen of Rail
and Structural Mill. He
expressed resentment on
seeing the lack of sanita-
tion at the toilet and the
condition of fittings. He
said that the responsibili-
ty of the officers should
be fixed for the arrange-
ment of rest rooms, can-
teens and toilets.

Then, he moved to-
wards the Wire and Road
Mill and Merchant Mill
and expressed satisfac-
tion over the cleanliness.
He pointed out the need
for improvements in the

canteen and other
arrangements.

He interacted with the
contract workers and
asked about their salary
and safety kits. The con-
tract workers shared
their problems with
Baghel. The MP exam-
ined the safety tools and
assured them that he
would take initiatives to
solve their problems. He
said that safety at the
workplace and wages as
per the law are the rights
of every worker.

Later, MP Baghel

chaired a meeting with
Director Incharge
Anirban Dasgupta, ED
(Personnel) KK Singh and
ED (Operations) Anjani
Kumar. He said that BSP
management should
work more seriously for
the safety and facilities of
the workers. He asked
them to take steps for pre-
venting thefts in the Plant
and install CCTV cam-
eras. He added that safety
meetings must be held in
every department and the
contract workers should
not be changed even if

their contractors are
changed. Biometric sys-
tems should be installed
for attendance of contract
labourers so that their
salary related malprac-
tices can be removed.

OA-BSP President
Narendra Banchhor,
BWU President Ujjwal
Dutta, Khubchand
Verma, Bhilai Ispat
Mazdoor Sangh President
IP Mishra, General
Secretary Ravi Singh,
Working President
Chinna Keshavalu,
SC/ST Federation

Chairman Sunil
Ramteke; Bhilai Ispat
Mazdoor Sangh Vice
President Sharda Gupta,
Harishankar Chaturvedi,
Rajesh Chauhan
Mahendra Singh, Umesh
Mishra, CP Singh,
Srinivas Mishra, Anil
Singh, Pradeep Pal, Viren
Murkute, Sanjay Sharma,
Madhavrao, Ravindra
Raul, John Arthar, Shiv
Bahadur Singh,
Dileshwar Rao, Amit
Burman, Suresh Singh,
Vimal Pandey, S Girish,
Poshan Verma, Shankar
Verma, Leelesh
Deshmukh, Chandra
Prakash Verma, Dinesh
Singh, Ashish Sharma,
Laxmikant Tiwari, DN
Pandey, Sheikh
Mehmood, Rajesh
Agrawal, Sanjay Sahu,
Vinod Soni Sahu, Manish
Yadav, Manoj Verma,
Santosh Kitchlu, Shekhar
Singh, Gopal Krishna
Verma, Dakeshwar
Parganiha, Bhagirathi
Chandrakar, Doman Soni
and others were present.

̈ Accesses safety
arrangements and
facilities for workers 

̈ Visits mishap sites,
interacts with
workers 

Four arrested for duping man of Rs 40 lakh 
in pretext of investments in business 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 18: Police have
arrested four persons on
charges of duping over Rs
40 lakh from a person in
pretext of investments in
different businesses. The
fifth accused is at large and
police are making sus-
tained efforts to trap him.
The accused had convinced
the victim to invest in a mo-
bile app "Instant Pocket
Money" through which
loans were to be provided
to the students.

They had also lured the
victim to invest money for
purchasing the gold de-
posited in the banks (gold
seized by banks in case of
default in gold loans) and
sell it at higher prices in
the open market. The joint
team of Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit, Durg and
Thana Bhilai Bhatti has ar-

rested the accused.
While addressing

media persons here
at the Police Control
Room on Saturday,
SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed
that Bhatti Police
Station had received
a complaint from
Jai Prakash
Chauhan of Sector
01. He complained
that one Shekhar
Pasine, Pankaj
Verma, Muskan
Gupta, Adnan Sheikh and
Sharik Khan have duped
Rs 40.58 lakhs from him in
pretext of investment in
two businesses.

The victim paid the
money to the accused in in-
stallments during
December 21, 2019 to June
20, 2021 through bank
transfers and cash. A case
was lodged under section

420, 34 of IPC and taken up
for investigation.

The joint team of ACCU
and Bhatti Police Station
collected detailed informa-
tion from the victim Jai
Prakash Chauhan after
which all the necessary evi-
dence including the bank
accounts & statements, mo-
biles, etc were collected and
analysed. On the basis of

technical analysis, the loca-
tions of accused Shekhar
Pasine, Pankaj Verma,
Muskan Gupta and Adnan
Sheikh were ensured. The
accused Shekhar Pasien
was arrested from Bilaspur
while the accused Pankaj
Verma, Muskan Gupta and
Adnan Sheikh were arrest-
ed from Raipur. During in-
terrogation, they confessed

to have cheated Jai
Prakash Chauhan.
Adnan Sheikh is a
bank employee and
had convinced the
victim to invest
money for purchas-
ing gold from banks.
The amount deposit-
ed in the bank ac-
counts of the ac-
cused has been put
on hold. The investi-
gation is going on re-
garding the money
used by the accused.

Under the guidance of
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
and DSP (Crime) Nasar
Siddhiqui, the joint team
led by Inspector Santosh
Mishra (I/c ACCU) and
Inspector KK Kushwaha
(SHO, Bhatti) including
ASI Praveen Singh, Head
Constable Hemlata
Markam, Constable
Jhumuk Lal Sinha, ASI

Shamit Mishra, Head
Constable Chandrashekhar
Banjir, Constable Javed
Khan, Vikrant Yadu,
Satyendra Maria, Shahbaz
Khan, Pankaj Chaturvedi
and Jugnu Singh played a
vital role in solving the
case.

The accused Shekhar
Pasine (33) son of Shashi
Kumar Pasine a resident of
Talpuri Colony, Bhilai;
Pankaj Verma (29) son of
Rajendra Kumar Verma a
resident of Jawahar Nagar,
Satna (M.P.); Muskan Gupta
(23) wife of Pankaj Verma a
resident of Jawahar Nagar,
Satna (M.P.) and Adnan
Shaheed (32) son of
Shaheed Ahmed Qureshi a
resident of Sanjay Nagar,
RDA, Raipur have been ar-
rested. Police are trying to
arrest the absconding ac-
cused who has been identi-
fied as Sharik Khan.

Sri Sankara
Vidyalaya excels

in CG- PET 2021-22

p Hemchand Yadav
University, Durg

CONTRASTING GENERATIONS OF NEEDS & DEMANDS

A round three to four
decades ago during our

sunny days of childhood, al-
most majority of the kids, ir-

respective of their social sta-
tus, rich or poor, popular or
unpopular, educated or uned-
ucated were kids of NEED
BASED GENERATION who
used to ask for their basic
needs and up to some extent,
luxurious needs and the par-
ents of all sections were capa-
ble to fulfill their needs ac-
cording to the limitations of
their pockets, but quite con-
trary to this now-a-days this
DEMAND BASED GENERA-
TION of kids are not like we
used to be needy generation
kids rather these kids are gen-
eration of demands not needy
and at his point of time, the
kids are not bothered about

the source of their parental
income rather they want their
demands to be met even at
the cost of loosing lives, cor-
ruption, bloodshed, quarrels,
rows and ultimately parents
are compelled to satisfy their
kids by 'HOOK OR CROOK'.
This picture of life is alarming
and kids do not know the lim-
its and chasing towards end-
less Horizons of their de-
mands and greed. Now, its
right time to strike the IRON
when it's HOT. We education-
alists, Teaching-learning bod-
ies, academic institutions, so-
cial platforms, must make
them feel, think and realize
the value of Human emotions,

value of mutual respect,
depth of communal Harmony,
Universal brotherhood and all
soft skills to be groomed, nur-
tured polished and see them
flourishing within stipulated
time frame infront of our
eyes-say about within a
decade from now, moreover,
if we do not think in this situa-
tion then we must be ready to
pay heavy for NO-SIN from
we parents or elder's side.

GV Rajshekhar Rao
TThhee  AAuutthhoorr  iiss  FFuullbbrriigghhtt

SScchhoollaarr//pprreesseennttllyy  PPrriinncciippaall  ooff
TTAATTAA  DDAAVV  PPuubblliicc  SScchhooooll,,

SSoonnaaddiihh
BBaallooddaa  BBaazzaarr..    

GV Rajshekhar Rao
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Jagdalpur, Jun 18: With
starting of the new aca-
demic session from June
16 in Vidya Jyoti School, a
well-known educational
institution of the city, the
school entrance festival
was celebrated in the
school premises.

For the last two to three
years, due to the Corona
epidemic, the graph of ed-
ucation was going down
due to the lack of proper
functioning of the educa-
tional institution. Even in
such circumstances, the
school staff, facing many
difficulties, were working
to improve the intellectu-
al development, morality,
mental development of

the students through on-
line education.

Starting the new ses-
sion today, the school
manager and Principal,
Father Biju welcomed the
students by applying tilak
and gifting bouquets to
the new school staff.
Principal gave informa-
tion about various activi-
ties of the school along
with Mexlab, Science Lab,

English lab, Sports, Eco
Club, Music Class and
gave the blessings of get-
ting good education while
staying in discipline.
First of all, the school fes-
tival was celebrated with
great pomp with they
sang Saraswati Vandana
by lighting the lamp. On
the very first day itself,
school students entered
the school in large num-

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 18: The
general body meeting of
the district panchayat was
held at the meeting room
of the district panchayat
here on Friday. In this dis-
cussions were held on the
development works in the
district in the presence of
District Panchayat Vice
President Maniram
Kashyap, Chief Executive
Officer Rohit Vyas, mem-
bers of Zilla Panchayat
and heads of the depart-
ment

During this, emphasis
was laid on speedy redres-
sal of drinking water re-
lated problems.
Emphasizing on speedy
execution of works under
Jal Jeevan Mission, dis-
cussion was held regard-
ing repair of faulty hand
pumps and solar pumps as
well as evaluation of
newly opened tubewells.
In view of the monsoon,

instructions were given to
the officials of the con-
cerned department to
carry out Chlorination in
the drinking water
sources. In view of the in-
creasing demand of water
due to increasing popula-
tion, instructions were
given to ensure the
drilling of tubewells at a
minimum distance of 150
meters to conserve water
for future. There was a
need to promote water

harvesting. Along with
this, emphasis was also
laid on excavation of
ponds and wells.
Instructions were given
for immediate repair of
faulty solar pumps in-
stalled in rural areas for
drinking water supply and
ashram hostels. Along
with ensuring the supply
of fertilizers and seeds,
the need to monitor the
quality was also told by
the Agriculture

Department.
In addition to tightening

the implementation of nu-
trition schemes to remove
malnutrition of women
and children, instructions
were also given regarding
the construction of new
centers in place of dilapi-
dated Anganwadi centers.
Instructions were given to
the Public Works
Department to expedite
the construction of
ashrams and hostels.

CM inaugurates the state-level ‘Shala Pravesh Utsav’

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jun 18: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
here inaugurated the state
level School Entrance
Festival or Shala Pravesh
Utsav, from his residence
office in the capital Raipur.
School students from all
the districts of the state
participated in this virtual
program, and the Chief
Minister Baghel wished all
the children to do better in
the new academic session.

He talked about provid-
ing better and quality edu-
cation full of creativity to
the children in the schools
and urged upon the teach-
ers to start the new aca-
demic session, with new
energy and new resolve.
Parliamentary Secretary
and Baikunthpur MLA
Ambika Singhdeo, District
Panchayat Vice President
Vedanti Tiwari, Municipal
Baikunthpur President

Navita Shivhare, Collector
Kuldeep Sharma, CEO
District Panchayat Kunal
Dudawat, were present in
the district level program
organized at Ramanuj
Higher Secondary School
Hall, Baikunthpur in Korea
district.

In the program the newly
admitted children were
welcomed with gulal,
flower garlands and school
bags, and a welcome song
and cultural presentation
were also presented by the
children.

Parliamentary Secretary

and Baikunthpur MLA
Ambika Singhdeo while ad-
dressing the program said
that children are our future
and all facilities will be pro-
vided to them for better ed-
ucation.

Addressing the program,
Collector Sharma said that

children have immense po-
tential and talent and there
is a need to recognize this
potential and give direc-
tion. He also appealed to
parents to pay full attention
to the education of the chil-
dren.In the program, the
children who performed
better in the board exami-
nations were honored with
medals and mementos.

During this, Anjila
Kushwaha, who secured
10th place in merit at the
state level, Shraddha
Bhardwaj, who secured
first place in the district in
10th, Disha Soni, who se-
cured first place in the dis-
trict in 12th and Shubham
Beck of 12th were included.

In the program symboli-
cally, cycles were distrib-
uted to three girl students
Roshni, Asrita and
Manisha at the hands of
Parliamentary Secretary
and MLA Mrs. Singhdev
and Collector Mr. Sharma.

Guest teachers continuing their strike

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 18: The
new academic session has
started in the state and
around 2100 local guest
teachers are continuing
their strike in Bastar. The
services of these local
guest teachers were taken
in the last months of the
session, but the local
guest teachers are de-
manding joining at the be-
ginning of the session it-
self.

So far no initiative has

been taken by the govern-
ment or administration
for talks. Due to which the
patience limit of these
guest teachers has started
breaking. Local guest
teachers are on strike
since June 1 in support of
their 9 point demands.

These teachers have
been recruited as local
guest teachers in
Dantewada, Narayanpur,
Kanker, Kondagaon dis-
tricts. At the same time,
he was appointed as a
'Shikshak Sewak' in

Bastar district and as
'Shikshank doot' in
Sukma and Bijapur.

Local teachers say that
as soon as regular teach-
ers join the school, they
are being evicted from
their jobs. Many female
guest teachers sitting on
strike have reached
Jagdalpur city from far
and wide. Their hope is
that from this dharna, the
government will listen to
their demands and they
will be able to get their job
again.

Pravesh Utsav celebrated on the theme
of ‘Everybody’s Right to Education’

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jun 18: On the
theme of "No child should
be left this time, education
is on everyone's right", the
School Coming Festival or
Pravesh Utsav was started
at Maharani Laxmi Bai
Kanya Shala in Bilaspur
district on 16 June.

Inaugurating this pro-
gram virtually, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
said that in the present era
there is a need to integrate
education with innovation
and new technology. He
said that despite the clo-
sure of schools and other
educational institutions
during the Corona era, the
teaching work continued
continuously with new
technology.

Bhupesh Baghel talked

about the conduct of regu-
lar classes in this session
and special attention
should be paid to the back-
ward children in studies
during the Corona period.
He also encouraged the stu-
dents and teachers to study
and teach with new energy
and new enthusiasm.

School Education
Minister Premsai Singh
Tekam, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, Higher
Education Minister Umesh

Patel, Urban Development
Minister Shivkumar
Dahria, Parliamentary
Secretary Rashmi Ashish
Singh and senior officials
were virtually present in
the programme.

With the commencement
of the school after a long
gap, not only was there en-
thusiasm among the newly
admitted for admission in
the school, but the enthusi-
asm of the parents and
teachers was also being

seen.
On the occasion of the

utsav, Joint Director of
Education Department RN
Hiradhar, District
Education Officer DK
Kaushik, D.M.C. Om
Pandey, A.P.C. Rameshwar
Jaiswal, public representa-
tives Sheikh Nazruddin,
Ankit Gauraha, other pub-
lic representatives and offi-
cials and a large number of
parents and students were
present.

Door-to-door garbage collection
started in Odgi Panchayat 

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jun 18: With the
objective of a clean, beauti-
ful, and prosperous village,
door-to-door garbage collec-
tion is being started by
Swachhata Didis in Odgi
Gram Panchayat. Along
with this, a segregation
unit has also been started
for solid and liquid waste
management.

Parliamentary Secretary
and Baikunthpur MLA
Ambika Singhdeo,
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
and District Panchayat
CEO Kunal Dudawat here
in a inaugural function,
presented four e-for waste
collection for solid and liq-
uid waste management in
Panchayat Bhawan office
premises of Gram
Panchayat Odgi under

Swachh Bharat Mission
Rural. The rickshaw was
flagged off. Through e-rick-
shaw, door-to-door garbage
collection will be done by
Swachhata Didis in the
Gram Panchayat area.

Parliamentary Secretary
and Baikunthpur MLA
Singhdeo congratulated the
sanitation didis and en-
couraged them to do better
work. Collector Sharma in-
formed the present sanita-

tion workers and villagers
about the methods of waste
management through their
own efforts.

To make the Gram
Panchayat clean, beautiful
and prosperous, he asked to
ensure the use of dustbins
in the houses so that the
Swachhata Didis should be
able to collect the garbage
easily. Along with this, he
appealed to the villagers for
better management of cat-
tle and sending the cattle to
Gauthan.

On the call of the
Collector, all the villagers
took oath to maintain
cleanliness in the village.
Villagers including repre-
sentatives of Gram
Panchayat and officers and
employees of district ad-
ministration were present
on this occasion.

p In Vidya Jyoti School
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Newly admitted children welcomed with ‘gulal’, flower, garlands 

Discussions held on developmental issues
In general body meeting of District Panchayat, Jagdalpur

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 18:
National Muthai Boxing
Competition will be organ-
ized by Indian Muthai
Federation under aegis of
Madhya Pradesh Muthai
Association from June 16
to 22 at Srimanttukoji Rao
Pawar Indoor Stadium in
Dewas.

In the said competition,
there will be a competition

for sub-junior, junior, sen-
ior category boys and girls
as per the age and weight.
86 players and 10 officials
from all over Chhattisgarh
will participate in this
competition. Competitors
and coaches left from
Bastar district including
Shanika Mishra,
Geetakshi Srivas, Sonali
Kushwaha, Vedant Srivas,
Aishwarya Yadav,
Shoryvardhan Jain,
Yuvraj Singh, Himanshu
Nirmalkar, Adil Khan,
Chandshekhar Manikpuri,
Coach Abdul Moin,

Women Coach, Maqsood
Hussain is present.

All the players who will
participate in the said
competition are fully pre-
pared. After getting the
first position in the state
level competition and mak-
ing a place for himself in
the team of Chhattisgarh
state, on the selection of
the players for the national
level competition, the
Principal of Vidya Jyoti
School, Father Biju Father
Thomas, teachers, parents
and colleagues extended
best wishes to the team.

Ten players of Bastar selected
for National Muthai Boxing

p Leaves to show their
talent in Dewas - MP

Asst. in SDM 
office suspended
Mahasamund, Jun 18:
The Collector
N i l e s h k u m a r
Kshirsagar has sus-
pended Roshan Lal
Soni, working as Asst.
Grade-2 SDM (Revenue)
office in Bagbahra with
immediate effect. The
order in this regard
was issued from
Collector's office today.
Roshan Lal Soni, is
posted in Tehsil office
Saraipali, associated
with SDM (R) Office of
Bagbahra, in District
Mahasamund. Working
in the post of Reader,
there is video with de-
mand for bribe of Rs
30000 and from this he
is seen accepting Rs
10000 and this video has
gone viral on the social
media. During the sus-
pension period, he will
be attached to Tehsil of-
fice Mahasamund hq's
and during this he will
continue to get DA as
per the rules.

‘CM’s school safety training
successfully completed’

Central Chronicle News

KKhhaarroorraa,,  JJuunn  1188::  Three-day
Chief Minister's school safety
training for all the teachers of
the cluster center Kharora was
successfully completed from
June  13-15, 2022 at Bharat
Devangan Government Higher
Secondary School Kharora.  The
training started with the speech
of Nodal Principal Mrs. Rajni
Minj and Vice-Principal Mr.
Harish Devangan. 

In this training, Master
Trainer Mr. Devendra Singh
Thakur (Package Coordinator
Kharora) and Mrs. Sunita Singh
told the important things of per-
sonal safety, cleanliness of chil-
dren as well as methods of pro-
tection against natural calami-
ties like earthquake, lightning

and accidental incidents like
snake bite, sudden fire, short cir-
cuit.  Technical assistance was
given in the training by Narayan
Prasad Devangan, teacher of
Government Primary School,
Nayaktand. In this sequence, the
scout in-charge Ms. Shahina
Parveen informed about the way
to save the drowning in water
and the important knots to be
made in the rope and the way of
tying the flag. On the last day of
the program, important informa-

tion was given by Shri Harish
Devangan regarding water pol-
lution and its diseases and pre-
vention and arrangement of
clean water at the school level.
The principal readers of the
schools of the cluster are Mr.
Laxman Singh Verma, Mr.
Santosh Verma, Mr. Ramesh
Kumar Verma, Mrs. Pawara
Narwas, Mrs. Surekha Sharma,
Ms. Sushila Verma, Mrs. Ishwari
Pandey, Mr. Deepak Verma and
Mrs. Indrani Verma.

Shala Pravesh Utsav celebrated with great pomp

Delhi Police arrests man for ‘instigating’
Agnipath protesters in Delhi

New Delhi, Jun 18 (PTI):

The Delhi Police has ar-
rested a man for allegedly
making an inflammatory
speech and instigating
youths protesting against
the Agnipath Scheme
here, officials said on
Saturday.

Police said Surender
Sharma alias Fauji made
the alleged speech Friday
morning to a gathering of
50-60 agitators during the
protest near the gate of the
MCD office in Baba

Haridas Nagar.
The youths were shout-

ing slogans to press for the
withdrawal of the newly
announced Agnipath
scheme for the recruit-
ment of soldiers in the
armed forces on a contrac-
tual basis for four years.

The protesters were
moved to one side of the
road so that the traffic
movement was not dis-
turbed, a senior police offi-
cer said, adding they were
later asked to disperse
peacefully.

Later, Sharma, a resi-
dent of Asalatpur Khawad
village near Daulatpur,
joined the protest and
started to “instigate” the
agitators through his in-
flammatory speech. He
also got into a scuffle with
the police personnel there,
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Dwarka) M Harsha
Vardhan said.

A total of 18 protesters
were detained at the spot
and they were booked
under preventive action,
police said.

Modi to visit Bengaluru and Mysuru
on June 20-21: Karnataka CM

Bengaluru, Jun 18 (PTI):

Karnataka Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai on
Saturday said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
be on a two-day visit to the
state during which he will be
participating at various
events in Bengaluru and
Mysuru.

Laying the foundation
stone for Bengaluru
Suburban Railway Project,
inauguration of Dr B R
Ambedkar School of
Economics (BASE), partici-
pating in the Yoga Day event
and visit to Chamundi hills
and Suttur Mutt, a promi-
nent Lingayat seminary, are
among the key highlights of
his upcoming visit.

“On June 20 and 21, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will
be visiting Bengaluru and
Mysuru. We have got his pro-
gramme schedule. All
arrangements have been

done for the smooth conduct
of the programmes and all
our leaders, legislators, min-
isters, officials and also po-
lice are working in coordina-
tion with the SPG,” Bommai
said. SPG refers to the
Special Protection Group
which is a government
agency responsible for the
safety and protection of the
Prime Minister. Speaking to
reporters after reviewing
preparations at
Kommaghatta where the
Prime Minister will be ad-
dressing a public function,
Bommai said PM Modi will
be landing in Bengaluru’s
Yelahanka Airforce Station
at 11.55 am on June 20 and
from there he will take a
chopper to Air Force
Command and further pro-
ceed to the Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), where he will
be attending two events.

At IISc, Modi will be inau-
gurating the Brain Cell

Development Centre, for
which IT major Infosys co-
founder Kris
Gopalakrishnan and family
have donated Rs 450 crore.
Also, the Prime Minister will
be laying foundation for a
850-bed research hospital
which is being setup by IT
company Mindtree, Bommai
added.

After IISC, the PM will be
heading to Kommaghatta to
lay the foundation stone for
Bengaluru Suburban
Railway Project and inaugu-
ration or foundation stone
for railway, road projects, and
multi-modal logistic parks.
Stating that suburban rail-
way is needed for Bengaluru
to connect the city to the out-
skirts, the CM said talks were
going on for long regarding
the Rs 15,000 crore-worth
project and a firm decision
has been taken to start the
work with the BJP govern-
ment coming to power.
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BRIEF

Man held
New Delhi: A man was
arrested for allegedly
raping a 25-year-old
woman in west Delhi’s
Kirti Nagar area on the
pretext of providing
her a job, police said on
Saturday. The incident
took place on Thursday
and an FIR was regis-
tered at the Kirti Nagar
police station on
Friday, police said.
Deputy Commissioner
of Police (west)
Ghanshyam Bansal
said the accused, iden-
tified as Shubham, is a
resident of Baba
Haridas Nagar. He has
been sent to judicial
custody, police said.

2 killed 
Ludhiana: A 25-year-
old man and his tod-
dler-niece were killed
when the roof of their
house on the city’s out-
skirts collapsed follow-
ing heavy rains in the
early hours of
Saturday, police said.
Four members of the
family were injured.
The incident happened
in Bohra village when
Vijay Kumar and his
niece Divya (17
months) were sleeping
in the house with other
family members. The
area had witnessed
rains before the inci-
dent. Police said the
neighbours rushed for
help on hearing the
cries of the members of
the family trapped
under the debris follow-
ing the roof collapse.

8.46 cr Ganja seized 
Agartala: Ganja
worth Rs 8.46 crore has
been seized and two
persons have been ar-
rested in Tripura’s
Khowai district, police
said on Saturday.
Acting on a tip-off, po-
lice intercepted an
LPG tanker in
Mugiakami Police
Station area on Friday
and seized 5,364 kg of
cannabis from it, a po-
lice officer said. Two
persons, hailing from
Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh, were arrest-
ed, Superintendent of
Police Bhanupada
Chakraborty said. This
was the highest ganja
seizure in Tripura in
recent times, he said,
adding they were
smuggling cannabis
for a long time.

New Delhi, Jun 18:

India’s COVID genome
sequencing facility, the
Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG) on Friday has
reviewed the genomic sur-
veillance data, where they
have found that Omicron
sub-lineages majorly BA.2,
BA.2.38 and in some parts
of the country BA.4 and
BA.5 have caused a spike
in COVID-19 cases. But
there is no new variant
found as of now, sources
said.

According to the
sources, BA.2 is 60 per cent
and BA.2.38 is 33 per cent
and has been found in ge-
nomic surveillance.

But the percentage of
BA.4 and BA.5 is still very

less. In various parts of
the country where clusters
have been reported like
Mumbai, Trivandrum,
Puducherry, Mizoram,
North-east, Delhi - NCR
like Gurugram,

Faridabad, and Kerala
most of the cases are of
BA.2 and BA.2.38.

The BA.2 and BA.2.38 is
running ‘neck to neck’ and
indicating higher trans-
missibility and dominat-

ing currently in most of
the places.

Most of the cases are of
mild infection that in-
cludes cold, cough, fever
and body ache.

Amid rising COVID-19
cases it has been discussed
and recommended by the
team members of IN-
SACOG that people should
continue to follow COVID-
19 appropriate behaviour
and contact tracing should
continue in the country, es-
pecially where clusters
have been reported.

India on Saturday has
recorded a total number of
13,216 cases in the last 24
hours with a weekly posi-
tivity rate of 2.47 per cent.

This is the first time in
113 days that India has re-
ported over 13,000 cases.

Omicron sub-lineages
behind Covid spike in India

New Delhi, Jun 18 (PTI):

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Saturday
held a meeting with the top
brass of the Army, Navy
and the Air Force on the

overall situation arising
out of the rollout of the
‘Agnipath’ military recruit-
ment scheme as protests
against it intensified in
several parts of the coun-
try. The meeting was at-

tended by Chief of Air
Staff Air Chief Marshal
VR Chaudhari, Navy Chief
Admiral R Hari Kumar
and Vice Chief of Army
Staff Gen B S Raju.

It is learnt that the focus
of the meeting was to en-
sure a quick rollout of the
‘Agnipath’ scheme and
ways to pacify the agita-
tors.

Army Chief Gen Manoj
Pande could not attend the
meeting as he is in
Hyderabad on an official
tour. The Army, Navy and
the Air Force on Friday an-
nounced to start the enrol-
ment process under the
new model by next week.

Rajnath meets top brass of Army, Navy and IAF
Guwahati, Jun 18 (PTI):

Assam reeled under dev-
astating floods caused by
incessant rain, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
taking stock of the situa-
tion and Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma vis-
iting several relief camps
sheltering affected people
on Saturday, officials said.

As many as 19 lakh peo-
ple remained affected by
the deluge in 28 districts. A
total of 55 people have died
due to floods and land-
slides in the state this year.

A boat carrying flood-af-
fected people has capsized
in Hojai district, leaving
three children missing

while 21 others have been
rescued.

A group of 24 villagers
were moving to safety
from inundated Islampur

village late on Friday
night when the boat hit
submerged a brick kiln
and capsized in Raikota
area. Modi called up

Sarma and enquired about
the flood situation, while
also assuring the chief
minister of all possible
help from the Centre.

“Earlier today, spoke to
Assam CM and took stock
of the situation due to
floods in the state. Assured
all possible support from
the Centre. I pray for the
safety and well-being of
the people of Assam affect-
ed by flooding,” Modi
tweeted. Sarma, replying
to the prime minister’s
tweet, thanked him. “Very
kind of you to have called
to take an update on the re-
lief and rehabilitation
work in flood affected
areas of Assam.

Assam reels under devastating floods, PM Modi dials Himanta

The Urban population
and accompanied ad-

vantages are likely to hit
the 50 percent mark in
Telangana by 2025. This is
two and half decades
ahead of all other states in
the country. As of now the
national average of the
urban population in the
country stood at 31.16 per
cent in the total population
and Telangana recorded
46.8 percent in its total pop-
ulation at the same period.
These averages were regis-
tered in the Niti Aayog rev-
elations and only two
states Tamil Nadu and
Kerala are ahead of
Telangana in this aspect.
Among the top three ur-
banised states Tamil Nadu
records an average of 48.45
percent urban population
among its total population
while Kerala recorded
47.23 percent.
Maharashtra followed
Telangana with 45.23 per-
cent.

The Niti Aayog while
considering the cities as
the engines of economic
growth feels the ripple ef-
fect of the economic activi-
ties in Urban areas would
lead to multi-fold increase
in employment and in-
come levels.

It may be recalled that
the progressive urban poli-
cies and initiatives of the

state government have
helped the state to secure
expansion of urban areas
and urban population ef-
fectively. The initiatives of
government to increase
the number of urban local
bodies subsequent to the
formation of the
Telangana state heave
helped the transformation
of urban landscape in the
state.

Though the existing
urban local bodies consti-
tute less than three percent
of the land mass in the
state the same region con-
tributes close to two thirds
of the state’s GDP and it
may be one of the reason
why the population and
man power is attracted to
the urban areas in the
state.

Mercer rated Hyderabad
as the best city in India in
the “Quality of living

index” for six consecutive
years and this can be taken
as a bench mark of the
government’s interest to-
wards attaining develop-
ment in the state.

While the population in-
crease in the urban local
bodies and urban areas are
making the state a major
achiever on the urbanisa-
tion, the state is likely to
inch towards fifty percent
urban population covered
area by 2025. The Niti
Aayog as per the CEO
Amitabh Kanth is predict-
ing the same urbanisation
process would be achieved
in the country by 2050.
Thus the state of
Telangana is two and a half
decades ahead of its count-
er parts and Hyderabad
being at the top of the table
with major achievements
remained to be the number
one. The city tops in pur-
chasing power index, safe-
ty index, healthcare index,
cost of living index, prop-
erty price to income ratio
index, traffic commute
time index, and pollution
or climate index respec-
tively. The city though not
competing with any other
urban part of the country
remained one among the
thirty major cities in the
world to achieve the quali-
ty and economic competi-
tiveness.

Leh, Jun 18 (PTI):

Amid complaints of
tourists facing hardships in
getting accommodation in
high-altitude areas due to a
heavy rush, authorities in
Ladakh have advised holi-
daymakers not to plan a stay
in the Pangong Lake area
without a prior booking.

The tourism department
Ladakh also advised the
tourists not to travel to high-
altitude areas like
Khardongla, Changla,
Pangong Lake, Tsomoriri
and Penzela before 48 hours

have elapsed since their ar-
rival in Leh.

“Pangong lake area is a
wild-life notified sanctuary
and hence accommodation
availability is limited.
Considering the limited ac-
commodation available,
tourists/visitors should
avoid plans of stay at
Pangong without prior
booking of accommoda-
tion,” the Ladakh tourism
department said in an advi-
sory. Extending to almost
160km with one-third lying
in India and the other two-
thirds in China, the

Pangong Lake is the world’s
highest saltwater water
body at an altitude of 4,350
metre, and a great attraction
for the tourists visiting
Ladakh.

Its water, which seems to
be dyed in blue, stands in
stark contrast to the arid
mountains surrounding it.
The advisory was issued on
Friday to ensure safe and se-
cure visit and stay of the
tourists in the Union
Territory of Ladakh.

“Tourists/visitors are ad-
vised to travel to Ladakh by
road/air with proper pre-
booking (through registered
travel agents/tour opera-
tors) of
accommodation...Tourists/
visitors are advised to not
travel to high altitude areas
such as Khardongla,
Changla, Pangong Lake,
Tsomoriri, Penzela etc be-
fore 48 hours from the time
of landing/arrival at Leh,
the advisory read.

A damaged bridge after flood due to heavy rains in
Sonitpur district, Saturday.

Avoid planning stays in Pangong Lake area without
prior booking: Ladakh admin to tourists

Telangana transforming
urban ahead of all states
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PM BORIS JOHNSON IN ACTION

Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson (2nd L) speaks to Air Loadmaster 99 Squadron
Sergeant Tom Clare (L), Officer Commanding 99 squadron Wing commander Will
Essex and officer commanding operations wing at RAF Brize Norton Wing command-
er Andy Hampshire on board a C17, after arriving at RAF Brize Norton, west of London
having returned from Kyiv in Ukraine.

YOGA SESSION

Guru N.K. Singh leads a yoga session, ahead of the International Day of Yoga, in Beijing, Saturday.

BRIEF
9 dead, 40 injured

Mexico City: At least
nine people were
killed and 40 injured
in southern Mexico
when a bus carrying
people on a religious
outing overturned.
The civil defense of-
fice in the southern
state of Chiapas said
the crash occurred
before dawn on
Friday in the town-
ship of Tila. The pas-
sengers had attended
a Feast of Corpus
Christi event, and
were returning to
their homes state of
Tabasco when the
bus flipped. The
cause of the crash re-
mains under investi-
gation.

Gaza rocket
Jerusalem:
Palestinian militants
fired a rocket into
southern Israel early
Saturday, shattering a
two-month lull that
prevailed along Gaza-
Israel fence in con-
trast to soaring ten-
sions in the West
Bank. The Israeli mil-
itary said aerial de-
fence systems inter-
cepted the projectile,
which activated
warning sirens in the
southern coastal city
of Ashkelon. There
were no reports of ca-
sualties. No
Palestinian group
claimed responsibili-
ty for the rocket fire.
Israel usually blames
the militant Hamas
group for any vio-
lence emanating
from the coastal en-
clave it controls.

UNICEF
Panama City: The
number of child mi-
grants who crossed
the treacherous
Darien Gap between
Colombia and
Panama has spiked,
the United Nations
Children’s Fund has
said. UNICEF said
that in May 2021, 500
children were detect-
ed crossing on the
jungle trail. But in
May 2022, that num-
ber rose to 2,000. The
fund estimates that
about 5,000 children
have crossed the
Darien Gap so far
this year. Plagued by
wild animals, swollen
rivers, rough terrain
and thieves, the gap
claims many lives.

7 arrested 
Washington: US
Capitol Police said
Friday that officers ar-
rested seven unautho-
rised people in a con-
gressional office build-
ing Thursday night
and charged them
with unlawful entry.
The people identified
themselves as being af-
filiated with CBS’ Late
Show with Stephen
Colbert, a person fa-
miliar with the matter
told The Associated
Press. Another person
familiar with the mat-
ter provided the AP
with a list of nine peo-
ple who had been
stopped by Capitol
Police. They included
several producers,
along with Robert
Smigel, the voice be-
hind Triumph the
Insult Comic Dog.

Firefighters 
Philadelphia (US):
The Philadelphia Fire
Department said sev-
eral firefighters and a
city inspector became
trapped when a build-
ing collapsed during a
fire response early
Saturday, with more
than one person still
under the rubble
hours later. So far, sev-
eral were rescued and
transported to hospi-
tals. Work continues to
free others, the fire de-
partment tweeted.

Colombo, Jun 18 (PTI):

The IMF has reaf-
firmed its commitment
to help crisis-hit Sri
Lanka as a team from the
global lender is set to
visit Colombo from
Monday to continue dis-
cussions on a possible
bailout programme to
support the island na-
tion’s economic recovery.

The economic crisis in
Sri Lanka has prompted
an acute shortage of es-
sential items like food,
medicine, cooking gas
and fuel across the island
nation.

“The International
Monetary Fund (IMF)
team is visiting Colombo
during June 20-30 to con-
tinue discussions on an
economic programme
that could be supported

by an IMF lending
arrangement, building
on the progress made
during the May 9-24 vir-
tual mission,” the inter-
national lender has said
in an email while re-
sponding to local press
inquiries. “We reaffirm
our commitment to sup-
port Sri Lanka at this dif-
ficult time, in line with
the IMF’s policies,” it
said as the island nation
is facing its worst eco-
nomic crisis since inde-
pendence from Britain in
1948.

Sri Lanka seeks an
IMF support facility
worth USD 4 to 5 bil-
lion.

The government has
said it needs USD 5 bil-
lion this year in sup-
port from the interna-
tional community, in-

cluding the IMF.
Sri Lanka defaulted on

its foreign debt for the
first time in its history
last month.

The nearly bankrupt
country, with an acute
foreign currency crisis
that resulted in foreign
debt default, announced
in April that it is sus-
pending nearly USD 7 bil-
lion foreign debt repay-
ment due for this year
out of about USD 25 bil-
lion due through 2026.
Sri Lanka’s total foreign
debt stands at USD 51 bil-

lion. Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe
said a deal with the IMF
would be key to the is-
land nation receiving
bridging finance.

President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa had admitted
that the country should
have sought IMF assis-
tance much earlier.

The Indian credit lines
since January this year
have provided a lifeline
to Sri Lanka amidst
growing public dissent
over the worsening eco-
nomic conditions.

IMF team to visit Colombo next week to
discuss Sri Lanka assistance programme

Brussels, Jun 18 (PTI):

With India and the
European Union (EU) for-
mally resuming negotia-
tions for proposed agree-
ments on trade, invest-
ments and geographical in-
dications (GI), Commerce
and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal has said im-
plementation of these
pacts would help unleash
the significant untapped
potential for enhancing
economic ties between the
two regions.

India and the EU on
June 17 formally resumed
negotiations on the pro-
posed agreements, after a

gap of over eight years.
Goyal said they were

here to relaunch the nego-
tiations for a fair, equitable
and balanced free trade
agreement (FTA) between
the EU and India.

“We have our teams in
place...It will further
strengthen our relations.
Our bilateral trade has
grown significantly in the
last few months...There is a
significant untapped po-
tential which we will hope
to unleash with the execu-
tion of these three agree-
ments — trade , invest-
ment and GIs,” he told re-
porters here. India had
started negotiations for a

trade pact, dubbed the
Bilateral Trade and
Investment Agreement
(BTIA), with the 27-coun-
try economic bloc in 2007,
but the talks stalled in 2013
as both sides failed to
reach an agreement on key
issues, including customs
duties on automobiles and
spirits, and the movement
of professionals.

Asked about the key de-
mands from the Indian
side, Goyal said India
wishes to engage with the
world on modern products
and look at areas where it
can gain in terms of new
technology and invest-
ments.

India, EU trade pact to help unleash 
significant untapped potential: Goyal

Washington, Jun 18 (PTI):

US President Joe Biden
said on Friday said that he
shared a “very good” rela-
tionship with India and
has visited the country
twice, as he left on a week-
end trip to his home in
Delaware. The president
told reporters at the White
House that he had been
briefed on the three

Americans who have been
missing in Ukraine.

“I don’t know where
they are. But I want to reit-
erate. Americans should
not be going to Ukraine. I
say it again. Americans
should not be going to
Ukraine, he said.

In response to a ques-
tion on India, Biden said,
“I have been to India twice
and will be back. My rela-

tionship with (India is)
very good”. Biden’s re-
marks came a day after
State Department
spokesperson Ned Price
said the US is there for
India and reiterated that
New Delhi’s relationship
with Moscow developed
over several decades when
Washington was “not pre-
pared or able to be a part-
ner of choice” for the
Indian government. Price
was responding to a ques-
tion on whether the US
was talking with the
Indian authorities as India
and other Asian nations
are becoming an increas-
ingly vital source of oil
revenues for sanctions-hit
Russia, despite strong
pressure from America.

“We have had a number
of discussions with our
Indian partners, and the
point that we have made is
that every country is going
to have a different rela-
tionship with Moscow,”
Price told reporters at his
daily news conference on
Thursday.

My relationship with India
is ‘very good’ : Joe Biden

U.S. President Joe Biden speaks to members of the press
prior to a Marine One departure from the White House in
Washington, DC. President Biden is traveling to Rehoboth
Beach, Delaware to spend his weekend.

UN names deputy rep for
Afghanistan; no word on a top envoy
United Nations, Jun 18 (AP):

The United Nations has
announced a new deputy
special representative for
Afghanistan, but it’s un-
clear how soon the world
body may replace its top of-
ficial there. For now, the
newly appointed political
affairs deputy, German
diplomat Markus Potzel,
will be in charge of the
UN’s political mission in
Afghanistan, UN deputy
spokesperson Farhan Haq
said on Friday.

The announcement
came a day after Deborah
Lyons ended her tenure as
the UN’s chief representa-
tive in Afghanistan, de-
parting with a lament for a
country that was reshaped
by Taliban militants’
takeover last year.

I could not have imag-
ined, when I accepted this

job, the Afghanistan that I
am now leaving, she said in
a statement Thursday,
adding that my heart
breaks” for Afghan girls
and women kept from
school and work because of
Taliban edicts. It is that
much more painful, as a
woman, to leave my
Afghan sisters in the con-
dition they are in, she said.

Haq declined to give a
timeline for naming a suc-
cessor for Lyons, who took
the job in 2020.

Potzel, a career diplo-
mat, served as Germany’s
ambassador to
Afghanistan from 2014 to
2016 and his country’s spe-
cial representative for
Afghanistan and Pakistan
from 2017 into last year.
He’s fluent in multiple lan-
guages, including Dari,
one of Afghanistan’s offi-
cial languages.

Gender inequality has
increased, says US ambassador
Washington, Jun 18 (PTI):

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic, climate crisis and rise
of authoritarianism,
along with conflicts in
various parts of the
world, have resulted in an
increase in gender in-
equality, according to
Indian-American Geeta
Rao Gupta, who is
President Joe Biden’s
nominee for the position
of the ambassador-at-
large for global women’s
issues.

During her confirma-
tion hearing on
Thursday before the
Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations, Gupta,
an expert on gender and
women’s issues, said she
was proud to be a US citi-
zen and a first-generation

immigrant who belongs
to a family of profession-
al women, each of whom
dedicated their lives to
serving their communi-
ties and from a family of
men who supported them
fully.

“If you look at the
world today, the situation
of women, if you look at
the gender inequality in-
dicators, they show that
the inequality has in-
creased,” she said.

“We have regressed on
gender equality because
of the threats that we’ve
had at the moment,
which is the COVID-19
pandemic, which has
kept women from the
labour force, the climate
crisis, the rise of authori-
tarianism, conflicts
around the world,” she

said in response to a
question from Senator
Jeanne Shaheen.

According to Gupta,
there are many in-
equities and indignities
that women suffer
around the world which
hold them back from par-
ticipating fully in the
economy.

“They are subject to
threats to their safety and
have a fear of violence
even on a daily basis, and
that determines their mo-
bility. In situations of
conflict and emergencies
and humanitarian crises,
they are particularly vul-
nerable, both in terms of
their safety and also in
terms of their being able
to look after their fami-
lies and feed their fami-
lies,” she said.

T he world's coastlines are
at the forefront of cli-

mate change. That's because
they're constantly changing,
and respond quickly to
changes in climate. They're
particularly important be-
cause around 70% of the
world's population live within
100km of the coast, and 90% of
the world's trade passes
through ports on the coast. The
global economy relies on our
coastal systems functioning be-
cause of the volume of trade
and commerce that takes place
at or through the coastal zone.

Change and disruption do
not fall evenly across the globe,
however. Our new research is
the first to find a group of
coastal locations around the
world highly vulnerable to one
specific climate-driven change:
stronger waves, or waves com-
ing from a different direction,
which may cause widespread
coastal erosion.

These changes will affect
major ports and coastal cities
such as Lima, Cape Town,
Durban and Mombasa, as well
as broadly affecting the
Pacific-facing east coasts of
Peru and Chile, the Atlantic-
facing west coasts of Namibia
and South Africa, and the
southeast coast of Kenya down
to South Africa.

Many of these locations are
in developing nations with low
GDP, making it harder to adapt
or reduce damage from these
changes. While some areas
will be able to respond better
than others, the combined
GDP of countries most affect-
ed is only about one percent of
global GDP. This speaks to how
climate change can act as an
inequality amplifier, hitting
the Global South the hardest.

What's the link between 
climate change and 

wave strength?
Our previous work found cli-

mate change is already making
waves more powerful, particu-
larly in the Southern
Hemisphere.

How? Ocean waves are gener-
ated by winds blowing along
the ocean surface. If the sea
surface becomes warmer, wind
patterns change as well. In
turn, this can alter the wave
conditions across the world's
oceans.

But due to reasons such as
the fact that oceans are heating
at different rates in different
places, wave conditions are not
changing at the same rate
everywhere. Some areas will be
worse affected than others.

Why does this matter for hu-
mans on dry land? Because
waves have shaped Earth's
coastlines for millions of years.
Even small, sustained changes
in waves can have long term
consequences for our coasts
and the people who rely on
them.

That's because waves control
how much sand is moved along
the coast, and where it is de-
posited. Changes to local wave
climates could dramatically in-
crease erosion in some areas,
for instance, threatening
human and natural use of the

coasts as well as infrastructure
and houses.

To find out where they are
changing the most, we applied
wave tracking algorithms to
models of future wave condi-
tions. To model ocean waves in
the future, we used numerical
wave models driven by atmos-
pheric conditions such as wind
and air pressure, taken from
global climate models used by
the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change.

Our work builds on years of
research developing a method
to track different wave condi-
tions (or wave climates ) global-
ly. For example, the Southern
Ocean wave climate is charac-
terised by big, powerful waves
with long wave periods as they
circumnavigate the globe west
to east.

By comparison, the wave cli-
mate of equatorial regions is
typically lower energy, shorter
wave period, and travels west to
east. The characteristics of
each wave climate is what we
call their signature and this is
what we track.

We use data from the last 19
years to identify the signature
for each wave climate, and
track how they will change
under different emissions sce-
narios by the end of the centu-
ry. By comparing the differ-
ences between present and fu-
ture conditions across the
world's oceans, we can identify
the areas likely to see the great-
est changes in wave conditions.

What about sea level rise?
Until recently, most of the

focus on coastal climate change
impacts has been on sea level
rise, which will affect low-lying
areas and cities.

In the next few decades, how-
ever, changes in wave condi-
tions are likely to be more im-

portant than sea level rise
along millions of kilometres of
the world's sandy coastlines.

By itself, sea level rise does
not cause erosion. Waves do. As
the sea rises, waves can expand
the reach and eat away at the
beach and beyond. The net ef-
fect of wave power increasing
and sea level rise will vary lo-
cally, however, because changes
in wave conditions can either
boost or dampen the effect of
sea level rise on the coast, de-
pending on how much sand is
available and where it is moved
to.

Cutting carbon emissions
makes a difference

Our modelling explored two
scenarios. The first was a high
emissions future world with lit-
tle to no carbon emissions re-
duction, leading to global tem-
peratures rising by over 4 de-
gree Celsius by the end of the
century compared to pre-indus-
trial levels.

The second was a low emis-
sions scenario, where global
warming is kept below 2 degree
Celsius by 2100, which requires
deep and immediate reduction
in global carbon emissions.

We found reducing emissions
can have a significant impact
on how much wave conditions
change in the future. By keep-
ing warming under 2 degree
Celsius, we found there would
be almost no change in wave
conditions for many of the
coastal locations which we
identified as particularly at
risk in a 4 degree Celsius world.

It is still not too late to avoid
the worst impacts of climate
change, but the window of op-
portunity is closing fast. We
hope this research will help di-
rect funding for coastal adapta-
tion and resilience to the areas
which will need it most.
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Will hit morale
Apropos of ‘Radical

recruitment changes,
now soldiers to be in-
ducted for 4 years’; in its
enthusiasm to do some-
thing new and cut pen-
sion bills, the govern-
ment is opening up an-
other area for experi-
mentation, contrary to
the professional advice
and without factoring
in the long-term impact
on soldiering. What was
wrong with the existing
system? Four years is
too less to train and mo-
tivate soldiers. Isn’t 15%
absorption as perma-
nent cadre too less to
even sustain the train-
ing cost, while releasing
85% personnel without
any blueprint for a sec-
ond career in civil? The
scheme has been sugar-
coated but its impact on
the operational poten-
tial and morale of the
services is anybody’s
guess. The perfectly
working system of ‘sin-
gle class’ regiments too
is up for change to ‘all
India, all class’ method
of recruitment which
failed in the past.

GP Capt JS Boparai
(Retd), Bhadsali

Not a good 
decision

The new Agnipath
scheme to recruit sol-
diers for only four years
is not a right step.
Recruits will have less
motivation as they
would have to search for
jobs again after getting
released. There will be
difference of skill be-
tween regular jawans
and Agniveers who will
have less training. This
cannot be called em-
ployment as the period
is very less.

IPS Anand,
Gurugram

Act of revenge
It is shameful if the

MC uses a bulldozer or
JCB to remove an en-
croachment in the
name of revenge. Why
was the encroachment
allowed in the first
place? Encroachments
are ignored for the sake
of votes and later these
are demolished without
due notice or a chance
for hearing. This is not
as per the Constitution
of our country.
Moreover, demolishing
the house of a person
belonging to a particu-
lar community must be
condemned. The judici-
ary should take suo
motu cognisance and
give clear orders to all
elected heads to stop it
with immediate effect.
Otherwise, the conse-
quences of this act may
snowball into more con-
troversies.

PK Patpatia, Ambala

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

aannaanndd  mmaahhiinnddrraa
@@aannaannddmmaahhiinnddrraa

Life can be as colour-
ful and entertaining
as you want it to be…
#OnlyInIndia

PPrraasshhaanntt  AArroorraa

@@PPrraasshhaannttIIRRAASS

For any average Indian, this
could be an unfortunate scene,
but for a railway man this is a
heart breaking devastating
nightmare which can not be
expressed in words.

AAsshhookk  GGeehhlloott@@aasshhookkggeehhlloott5511

On World Day to Combat Desertification
and Drought, let’s commit to check
degradation of land. Our focus should be
to help biodiversity to recover and
increase land productivity which can
bring food security, economic growth, job
creation and rise in incomes.

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa
@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

The twelve pillars in the
#Vidyashankara temple
surrounding the mandapa
with figures of the twelve
signs of the zodiac. They
are constructed in such an
ingenious way that the rays
of the sun fall on each pillar
in the order of the twelve
months of the calendar.

#Incredible India

PPIIBB  IInnddiiaa@@PPIIBB__IInnddiiaa

Union Minister @drsanjeevbalyan participates in Yogotsav at Ganga Ghat, Rishikesh, Uttarakhand.
Countdown event of International day of #Yoga

NNuuppuurr  JJ  SShhaarrmmaa@@UUnnSSuubbttlleeDDeessii

I won’t lie, I am quite anglicized in
my communication. But I have
started greeting everyone I meet
with “Jai Shree Ram” and I have
never felt better. My “hello” has
officially been replaced with “Jai
Shree Ram” forever.

T
he roads are finally clear for the 5G auctions. This is probably one
of  the most awaited spectrum auctions,    which    will    bring    sig-

nificant advancements for the industry and the consumers. The 5G spec-
trum auction, pitting Reliance Jio, Bharti Airtel and to a lesser extent
Vodafone Idea in a bidding battle, heralds a new era for the Indian
Telecom. The initial rollout of 5G service (about 10 times faster than 4G)
could begin from August in a phased manner in the country. The 5G auc-
tion and steps outlined for bidding will open up newer avenues for deeper
penetration, access and rich user experience. The government also an-
nounced an auction of  the millimetre-wave (mm-wave) band, which will
not only help in unlocking the true potential of 5G but will also help strate-
gically manage costs for the operators. The good part is that spectrum
across bands will go under the hammer shortly. Another aspect which will
spur "a good auction" is that operators will have the flexibility to surren-
der the spectrum after 10 years without any liabilities. To boost technolog-
ical advancement, the government has also announced the development
of private networks, which will pave the way for Industry 4.0 applications.
Together, these steps will open up newer avenues for deeper penetration
and access, rich user experience via consolidation as well. The wide avail-
ability of spectrum across all bands is encouraging as potential bidders
can opt for spectrum bands and quantum as per their strategy. Having
said that, the base prices for spectrum remain an issue for the bidders
who were expecting a much lower price.  The Union Cabinet approved the
auction of airwaves capable of  offering fifth-generation or 5G telecom
services, including ultra-high-speed internet, and gave its nod to set up of
captive 5G networks by the big tech firms. The auction of  the spectrum
will be held by July end, said an officiall statement, detailing the decision
taken by the Union Cabinet at its meeting chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra  Modi. The cabinet has approved 5G auctions at reserve prices
recommended by the sector regulator Telecom Regulatory Authority of
India (Trai). Trai, in April this year, recommended about 39 per cent reduc-
tion in the reserve or floor price for the sale of 5G spectrum for mobile
services, although the industry at that time had termed the cost as being
"too high". The Broadband India Forum (BIF), which had batted for private
5G networks by enterprises, has said the Cabinet's decision to enable cap-
tive networks is a forward-looking step that will drive digital transforma-
tion, augment industry efficiencies and lead to greater economic benefits.
BIF -- whose members include tech   giants   Google,   Amazon,   Meta,
Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), among others -- had made a passionate
pitch for direct allocation of spectrum for private 5G networks to enter-
prises a nominal administrative fee. A total of 72,097.85 MHz of spectrum
with a validity period of 20 years will be put to auction as India market
gears up 5G services that will usher in ultra high speeds and spawn new-
age services and business models. Going by the stipulated base price, the
entire spectrum put on the block is worth a east Rs 4.31 lakh crore.

5G spectrum auction: A new
era for Indian Telecom

R
eserve Bank of India has done a delicate pirouette in formulating its
monetary policy in the context of extreme volatility and uncertain

turn of events. All that RBI has done  is to raise the policy interest rate —
called the repo rate— by half a percentage point. This rate hike comes on
the back on another hike just a month back on May 4 by 40 bps. In effect,
the two hikes together raises interest rate by close to 1%. The central bank
has left other levers like the cash reserve ratio (CRR), which is the portion
of money commercial banks leave with the central bank, unchanged.
Additionally, RBI has done some liberalisation with subsidiary banking sys-
tems, like the co-operative banks, which should help grater flow of funds
into select sectors of  the real economy. What is the overall import of the
manipulations of the RBI had done and what is the Intent of the central
bank. The RBI has sought to rein in rising prices, without harming too
much the growth momentum of the economy that a rise in interest rates
could inflict. Behind these moves, what were the compulsions before the
Reserve Bank. Policy formulators and managers are facing a dilemma.
Prices are rising currently at a faster than comfortable pace. Maintaining
price stability is the first charge of the Reserve Bank and doing this two-
sage hike in basic policy rate, India’scentral bank has demonstrated its
commitment to maintain price stability.That is important, if you remember
what is happening in neighbouring Sri Lanka or in Pakistan. Prices in these
neighbours are rising so fast that price of items of daily uses could fluctu-
ate by even 50% between morning and evening. At the same time the
Indian economy is recovering from its worst  trauma recent times for the
pandemic. Just to remind only 2020 the Indian economy had contracted by
a quarter in a single quarter. We are now again growing and India is  billed
as  the  fastest  growing  major economy. That’s a hard task, given the way
the global economy is turning and there is uncertainty. So it is important to
egg on that growth stimulus with proper incentives. In the context of that
contraction and drop  in  the  economy’s  pace  following COVID-19 pan-
demic, the central bank had sought to give support to economic activity by
pursuing extraordinarily accommodative stance. Bank credit was offered
at easier terms and loans norms have been diluted. The continued easy
money policy pursued to counter the ill effects of the pandemic had built
up large liquidity in the financial system. Again from interest rate prevail-
ing in the money markets. Interest is the price for money that there is a
market where banks lend and borrow from among themselves to tide over
temporary —that is, overnight—shortages of money or excess of it. This is
called the overnight call money market.The call money rate currently —
June 8—hovered around 3%. Since the repo rate is at 4.5%, it means that
the Indian financial system is having excess liquidity. Ordinarily, as deputy
governor, D Michael Patra of  Reserve Bank explained in the post-policy
press interaction, this was at the floor of the liquidity corridor. In one sim-
ple word, the system is flush with funds. Commercial banks are parking
excess liquidity to the tune of Rs5.5 lakh crore din overnight deposits with
the RBI. It is against this background   that the RBI governor, Shaktikanta
Das, said that he would pursue a  policy  of  normalisation of monetary pol-
icy and withdrawal of  accommodative position. This is important for over-
all financial stability as well as for inflation control. Too much money in the
system would result in race pressure and hence these should be rough
down normal levels. Remember what you are trying to do is to achieve
price stability with growth. The mantra  of  reconciling  the  apparently ir-
reconcilable. The entire exercise would have to be arguably be anchored
on the dynamics of the current state of the Indian economy. Let us take a
stock of  that.  Being the conservative institution the RBI is, the central
bank has assumed a growth rate of 7.2% for 2022-23. This is in line with
the World Bank which had released its World Economic Prospect on
Monday. In fact, the World Bank lowered its estimate of India’sgrowth
from over 8% in January to 7.5% now. The downward revision has been
due to the surge in COVID cases and mobility restrictions in major areas.
Nonetheless, the RBI governor Das felt that the growth impulses were
strong with high capacity     utilisation of the manufacturing  sector  at
over 75% and strong upsurge in demand in both rural and urban areas.
Besides, governor Das particularly emphasised the robust export perform-
ance and large foreign exchange reserves. The strong trends in imports —
particularly of capital goods- also indicated a resumption of the cape cycle
and more capital  investment  are  expected  in  the coming months.These
certainly provide buffer against global head winds. The raging war in
Europe is driving up commodity prices all around. Oil prices are far above
the earlier levels and is thus exerting strong upward pressure on overall
prices. The average crude price for India has surged to $105 per barrel
from $85 per barrel last year.  As the RBI had noted three quarters of the
current price rise is attributable to spurts in food and fuels. Supply disrup-
tions are happening leading to occasional rises in prices of select items.
These are disrupting   the production processes as well.There are wide-
spread fears that the global economy might be entering another reces-
sionary cycle which had just resumed its uptick after the pandemic. India
will have to maintain its growth momentum and fight the ill winds of
stagflation from global economy. Not the least an easy job.

Policy makers taking 
precautionary steps

against recession
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Flood-affected people being shifted to safe place near Rangia in Kamrup district, Saturday.

Climate-fuelled wave patterns pose an 
erosion risk for developing countries

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii@@nnaarreennddrraammooddii

Took blessings of my mother
today as she enters her 100th
year...

FLOOD-AFFECTED PEOPLE

THOMAS MORTLOCK
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Industrial growth

Chennai: Businesses
in the United States
should invest in Tamil
Nadu as it is strategi-
cally placed for indus-
trial growth with the
presence of sea ports
and airports, State
Minister Thangam
Thennarasu said. The
Minister for Industries
said the State is a pre-
ferred destination for
investment because of
a progressive and pro-
active government.
Thennarasu, along
with his Cabinet col-
league Minister for
Finance and Human
Resources Palanivel
Thiagarajan took part
in an event held to
mark the 246th an-
niversary of United
States independence
and 75 years of US-
India partnership or-
ganised by the U S
Consulate here on
Thursday, a press re-
lease said.

Capital expenditure
Mumbai: The gov-
ernment is committed
to ensure that capital
expenditure will con-
tinue to support the
economic growth mo-
mentum regained
after the third COVID-
19 wave, Chief
Economic Advisor V
Anantha Nageswaran
said on Friday. The
government has taken
various steps -- includ-
ing lowering taxes, the
continuation of pri-
vatisation, setting up
institutions for se-
questering bad loans
and managing them
and launching an
asset monetisation
drive -- to strengthen
the real economy.

Inflation lower

Thiruvananthapuram:
Kerala's strong public
distribution system
and effective govern-
ment intervention in
the public market
have helped control
inflation in the State,
Finance Minister K N
Balagopal said. Citing
the latest data, he said
the consumer price
index (CPI) declined
from 5.1 in April to
4.82 in May.

Natural growth
Mumbai: State Bank
of India chairman
Dinesh Khara on
Friday said the im-
provement in capacity
utilisation to 74 per
cent from 69 per cent
shows that the econo-
my is geared for its
natural growth. He
said among the large
nations across the
globe, India is one of
the most stable
economies in the cur-
rent situation. "The
way the capacity utili-
sation in the economy
has improved from 69
per cent to 74 per cent,
and is inching up-
wards, it is a clear sign
that the economy is
poised for its natural
growth," Khara said at
a banking event organ-
ised at the Financial
Express newspaper.

Kolkata, Jun 18:  

The government wants
to unleash the entrepre-
neurial skills of Indian
youth, Sanjeev Sanyal,
member of the PM's
Economic Advisory
Council said here on
Saturday. The noted econ-
omist was speaking at
Bharat Chamber of
Commerce's conference
on Reform agenda for the
next 24 years.' 

I believe that three im-
portant reforms are neces-
sary to be implemented if
we are to evolve as a su-
perpower in the next 25
years. Firstly, we need to
enforce legal contract and
deliver speedy justice.
Secondly, administrative
reforms such as re-orient-
ing the Government de-
partments and recruiting
specialised professionals
are needed. Lastly, infra-

structure development
has to be top-notched
which India has achieved
to a great extent , he stat-
ed.

The Government in-
tends to create opportuni-
ties for unleashing the in-
nate entrepreneurial
skills of the people,
Sanyal said. He said that
since an economy is com-
plicated with exposure to
frequent unprecedented

shocks, there neither ex-
ists a definitive strategy
nor any optimal point of
equilibrium, which may
be equated in course of
time.

The failures of our 5
year plans and the
Planning Commission
could be attributed to this
cause as well. The formula
of successful governance
lies in abandoning rigidi-
ty. We need to adapt, take

risks, fail, rise and act
again , he stated. Speaking
on the nature of reforms
the government has been
implementing for the last
eight years, Sanyal ob-
served that withdrawal of
its intervention has al-
ways been the potent phi-
losophy behind every as-
pect of policy making.

He emphasised that ar-
chaic and regressive laws
which have crippled the
functioning of India's ad-
ministrative and legal sys-
tem should be removed
immediately. Speaking on
the current economic sce-
nario, the economist
claimed that inflation de-
spite being at an uncom-
fortable level is still with-
in controllable limits. He
felt that India's productive
capability and macroeco-
nomic stability have im-
proved significantly since
the COVID onslaught.

Govt for unleashing the
entrepreneurial skills of

the youth : Sanjeev Sanyal

New Delhi, Jun 18:  

The government does
not see any adverse impact
on the Indian economy
post the US Federal
Reserve's decision to raise
interest rates by 75 basis
points, Economic Affairs
Secretary Ajay Seth said.
"All central banks are
grappling with it and tak-
ing adequate measures
which are needed to con-
trol the inflation.

I see fair amount of co-
ordination ...directly or in-
directly they are moving
in tandem," Seth told re-
porters. "So, I don't see any
adverse impact of that
(rate hike by Fed) because
Reserve Bank of India, in
the two previous cycles,

has already taken ade-
quate measures," he said.
On Wednesday, the US
Federal Open Market
Committee, on expected
lines, raised the target
range for federal funds
rate by 75 basis points to
1.50-1.75 per cent. It also
said it would hike rates ag-
gressively in the rest of
the calendar year. Citing
upside inflationary pres-
sures, the RBI has raised

interest rates by 40 basis
points and 50 basis points
respectively in May and
June to 4.9 per cent. Since
May, the government has
announced a host of steps
to curb inflationary pres-
sures, including a cut in
excise duty on petrol and
diesel and reduction in im-
port duty on some raw ma-
terials used in iron and
steel and plastic indus-
tries. Seth said inflation in
India is mainly because of
high energy and food
prices and hoped that it
would moderate in the
coming months. "We are
all aware that summer
months are the difficult
months in terms of veg-
etables and other items,"
Seth said.

Mumbai, Jun 18: 

Governor Shaktikanta
Das refuted criticism of the
RBI being behind the curve
in its policies, making it
clear that the consequences
of focusing on the 4 per cent
inflation target would have
been "disastrous" for the
pandemic-hit economy. In
comments that came two
days after former Chief
Economic Advisor Arvind
Subramanian co-authored
an article blaming the RBI
for acting late on inflation
and being behind the curve,
Das said the central bank
acted as per the evolving
economic developments
and also gave out a timeline
of its actions to explain the
shift. " tolerance of a higher
inflation during the pan-
demic was a necessity, and
we still stand by our deci-
sion," Das said speaking at
an event organised by
Financial Express here. He
said the RBI switched into
ultra-accommodation as
soon as the country went
into the lockdown and shift-
ed focus to inflation two
years later in April 2022,

when it saw that the GDP
had gone beyond the pre-
pandemic level.

Despite its accommoda-
tive policies, the economy
contracted by 6.6 per cent in
FY21 and recovered to bare-
ly above the pre-pandemic
levels in FY22, he said,
stressing that a shift in poli-
cy management to focus on
inflation even 3-4 months
before April 2022 was not
apt. "I feel that we are very
much in line with the re-
quirements of our time, the
RBI has acted proactively
and I would not agree with
any perception or any sort
of description that the RBI
has fallen behind the
curve," Das said.
Subramanian's article
blamed the RBI for being
behind the curve, pointing
out that the 4 per cent infla-
tion target has not been met

since October 2019 and in 18
of the 32 months since then,
the headline consumer
price inflation has
breached even the RBI's
ceiling of 6 per cent. It also
raised question marks over
inflation forecasting.
Disclosing that he has not
read the article and making
it clear that he does not
want to join any debate, Das
said the RBI's mandate is
that of flexible inflation tar-
geting where it is required
to take care of both price
rise and growth, especially
so in extraordinary situa-
tions like a pandemic. "If
we had been very firm in
maintaining 4 per cent (in-
flation) and kept the rates
unduly high, I'm sorry, the
consequences of that ap-
proach would have been dis-
astrous for the economy. "If
we had attempted to keep
monetary policy tighter at
that time, the economic
damage that you would
have caused to our economy
and to our financial mar-
kets would have been enor-
mous and it would have
taken years for India to
come back," he noted.

RBI not behind the curve, focus on
inflation target could have been

disastrous for economy: Das

Don’t see any adverse impact
of US Fed rate hike: DEA Secy

New Delhi, Jun 18: 

Aspirational districts
should be 'inspirational
districts' of India, and the
Aspirational District
Programme should be ex-
tended to block and city
levels, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Thursday. Aspirational
Districts Programme
(ADP) launched in 2018
aims to transform 112 dis-
tricts that have shown rel-
atively lesser progress in
key social areas.

"Lauding the success of
the Aspirational Districts
Programme, the Prime
Minister said the govern-
ment should strive to
make these the 'inspira-
tional districts' of India
and extend the pro-

gramme to the block and
city levels," an official
statement said quoting
Modi. The prime minister
was chairing the three-
day national conference
of chief secretaries,
which is currently under-
way at Dharamshala,
Himachal Pradesh. The
conference began on June
15. The statement said the

prime minister stressed
that India's best, young of-
ficers should be posted to
the aspirational districts
to bring about noticeable
changes through their
creative thinking and
fresh ideas.

The experience and
learnings gained by them
while working in these
districts would be unpar-
alleled and prove useful
for the entire country, the
statement said, quoting
Modi. Speaking on educa-
tion, the prime minister
said that teachers' train-
ing can be strengthened
by leveraging digital
technology and learning
mobile apps. He said that
award winning retired
school teachers could
also be roped in for visit-

ing schools and training
teachers. Modi also noted
that there could be a dedi-
cated TV channel for
teachers' training.

It may be recalled that
in the Budget 2022-23, the
government announced
that 200 TV channels
would be launched for im-
proving access to high
quality education in the
remotest part of the
country. The statement
said the prime minister
suggested organising
competitions among
young entrepreneurs,
startups and youths
across states for prepara-
tion of quality content in
various mediums such as
drama, animation, mono-
acting, etc. in regional
languages.

Aspirational district programme should
be extended to block and city levels: PM

Mumbai, Jun 18: 

Global oil and invest-
ment giants from UAE and
the UK are likely to invest
nearly $ 1.0 billion (approx-
imately Rs 7,700 crore) in
Darwin Platform Group’s
four oil fields which have
been recently awarded.
Darwin Platform Group of
Companies (DPGC), a lead-
ing global Indian Business
Conglomerate, today an-
nounced that the company
has won a bid for four oil
blocks in Contract Areas

(CA) of Rajahmundry,
Ahmedabad, Cauvery, and
Assam Assets. The Group
got these block from
Government-run ONGC in
a very fierce competition.
ONGC is the largest gov-
ernment-owned-oil and
gas exploration and pro-
duction corporation in the
country. To cater to the en-
ergy requirement of the
country, DPGC was keenly
eyeing oil fields. Following
the award of oil fields, sev-
eral UAE and UK- based
energy and investment sec-
tors global players includ-
ing international financ-
ing agencies started show-
ing their interest in joining
hands with the DPGC. In
the oil sector, UAE-based
Abu Dhabi National Oil

Company (ADNOC),
Dubai Petroleum
Establishment, and Al
Masaood Oil & Gas are
globally known for their fi-
nancial capabilities, expe-
rience, and expertise.
From the UK Shell PLC,
BG Group, and Kuwait Oil
Company are also expect-
ed to leverage the huge po-
tential that the Indian oil
and gas sector offers.

From the international
investment and finance
sectors, Barclays (BCS)
PLC (London) and
International Finance
Corporation (IFC) prefer to
invest in the oil sector as
they provide support to in-
duce effects on GDP and
employment. With techni-
cal and financing support

coming from such reputed
global players, DPGC aims
to bring in positive socio-
economic effects in its na-
tion-building exercise. In a
recently concluded bid-
ding process in New Delhi,
Darwin Platform
Refineries Ltd bagged four
oil blocks in different
Contract Areas. It success-
fully won four blocks
n a m e l y
ONGC/MNF/2021/CA-16
P o n n a m a n d a -
R a j a h m u n d r y ,
ONGC/MNF/2021/CA-
2/Nandej Ahmedabad
A s s e t ,
ONGC/MNF/2021/CA-
10/Kovilkalappal Cauvery
Asset and
ONGC/MNF/2021/CA-
Demulgaon Assam Asset.

Global Oil and Investment Giants
gear up to invest $1.0 billion

̈ In Darwin Platform
Group’s 4 Oil
Blocks awarded by
ONGC

Mumbai, Jun 18: 

India's gems and jew-
ellery exports during May
witnessed a year-on-year
growth of 20 per cent to Rs
25,365.35 crore (USD 3.28 bil-
lion), amid strong demand
from key markets, includ-
ing the US, the Gem and
Jewellery Export
Promotion Council
(GJEPC) said on Saturday.
The overall gems and jew-
ellery exports stood at Rs
21,156.10 crore (USD 2.89 bil-
lion) in May 2021, GJEPC
said in a statement.

Gross exports of gems
and jewellery for the period
of April-May 2022 grew
10.08 per cent to Rs 51,050.53
crore (USD 6.65 billion),
compared to Rs 46,376.57
crore (USD 6.28 billion) dur-

ing April-May 2021. "I be-
lieve we're witnessing
India's steady progress to-
wards becoming the gem
and jewellery manufactur-
er of choice for the rest of
the world. "For instance, the
April to May 2022 period
has seen consistent export
growth to many of our key
markets, including the US
which accounted for USD
2.58 billion, Hong Kong
(USD 1.38 billion), UAE
(USD 810.16 million) and
Belgium (USD 441.37 mil-
lion)," GJEPC chairman
Colin Shah said. Given its
satisfaction with the indus-
try's export performance
last year, the government
has pushed the goal post
forward by another 17 per
cent to USD 45.7 billion for
2022-23, he stated. "I am con-

fident that the groundwork
laid by trade agreements
with UAE and Australia
will help us in reaching this
new target. We remain
proactive in identifying
new opportunities to coun-
terbalance the effects of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, he
added. Meanwhile, in May
exports of Cut and Polished
Diamonds (CPD) surged
10.04 per cent to Rs 16,156.03
crore (USD 2,089.17 mil-
lion), compared to Rs
14,681.42 crore (USD 2,004.99
million) in 2021. Gold jew-
ellery exports (plain and
studded jewellery) in May
jumped 50.11 per cent to Rs
5,273.40 crore (USD 681.47
million), compared to Rs
3,513.08 crore (USD 479.54
million) in May 2021, ac-
cording to the data.

Gems, jewellery exports surge 20 pc
to Rs 25,365 cr in May: GJEPC

Milan, Jun 18: 

Italian luxury sportscar
maker Ferrari on
Thursday outlined an elec-
trification strategy that
calls for 40% full-electric
vehicles and 40% hybrid
models by 2030. CEO
Benedetto Vigna con-
firmed that the first elec-
tric car will be presented
in 2025, with the first deliv-
eries the following year.
Now, just four Ferrari
models, or 20% of the
range, are hybrid cars. Its
first hybrid model was the
limited edition La Ferrari
launched in 2013, capitalis-
ing on Formula 1 technolo-
gy. Vigna, a former tech-
nology entrepreneur who

joined Ferrari as CEO
nine months ago, said the
electrification strategy is
highly relevant . Not only
it is required by emissions
regulations, but most im-
portantly, we believe we
can use the electric engine
to enhance the perform-
ance of our cars, as we did
already with our hybrid
Ferrari," he said at an ana-
lyst presentation.

As Ferrari expands its
model range, the car com-
pany based in the north-
ern Italian city of
Maranello said it would
unveil the long-awaited
Purosangue utility vehicle
in September. Bearing the
Italian name for thorough-
bred, the Purosangue will
represent no more than
20% of vehicles produced
during its cycle.

Ferrari to make 80% hybrid and
full-electric range by 2030

Mumbai, Jun 18: 

The RBI lifted the restrictions
imposed last year on
Mastercard and allowed the
global payment processor to
onboard new customers for
debit, credit or prepaid cards in
India, after satisfactory compli-
ance with data storage norms.
In July last year, the Reserve
Bank had taken a major supervi-
sory action on the US-based
entity and barred it from issuing
new credit, debit and prepaid
cards for its failure to comply
with data storage guidelines.
"In view of the satisfactory
compliance demonstrated by
Mastercard Asia / Pacific Pte.
Ltd. with the Reserve Bank of

India ...on Storage of Payment
System Data, the restrictions
imposed...on on-boarding of
new domestic customers have
been lifted with immediate
effect," the central bank said in
a statement. Mastercard is a
Payment System Operator
authorised to operate a card
network in the country under
the the Payment and Settlement
Systems Act, 2007 (PSS Act).
Mastercard, in a statement,
said, "We welcome and are
grateful for today's decision by
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI),
enabling us to resume onboard-
ing of new domestic customers
(debit, credit and prepaid) onto
our card network in the country,
with immediate effect. 

RBI lifts curbs on
Mastercard, allows it to
onboard new customers Mumbai, Jun 18: 

Amid lending rate hikes
by several lenders, state-run
Bank of Baroda's chief ex-
ecutive and managing direc-
tor Sanjiv Chadha  termed
the increases as "normalisa-
tion" in borrowing costs
which will not deter loan
seekers. He also said that
the corporate sector is in a
better shape after the de-
leveraging seen during the
pandemic to absorb the rate
hikes, and the economy will
also handle the increases.
The comments come amid a
rash of lending rate hikes
by banks following a switch
in rate strategy by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
towards hiking, in a bid to
tame the runaway inflation,

which has been consistently
breaching the upper toler-
ance band of the central
bank. The RBI has hiked its
key rates by 0.90 per cent in
two consecutive actions in
the last 45 days, which has
led to an automatic increase
in the external benchmark
linked rates and the banks
have also hiked those under
older systems like marginal
cost of funding based lend-
ing.

Lending rate hikes will not deter
borrowers: Bank of Baroda MD

Shriya Pilgaonkar:
Don’t want to

give people a chance
to stereotype me

Genelia D’Souza’s
grand re-entry in
Tollywood with

bilingual movie

G
enelia D'Souza, who
once was one of the
top heroines in

Tollywood, was last seen in
the 2012 film 'Naa Ishtam'.
So it's been 10 years since
she last acted in a Telugu
film.

With a Kannada-Telugu
bilingual feature, she will
again return to the Telugu
film industry.

Furthermore, Kireeti, the
son of former Karnataka
minister and well-known in-
dustrialist Gali Janardhan
Reddy, will make his screen
debut in this film.

When it comes to
Genelia's part, she has ap-
parently been offered the
role of CEO of a software
company and has higher
importance in this bilin-
gual movie. The makers
will soon make Genelia's
role official, as per the
sources.

Kireeti will be ro-
mancing Sree Leela,
who is most known for
her role in the film 'Pelli
SandaD'. Billed as an ac-
tion-based romantic
drama, the movie is ex-
pected to have many
other entertaining as-
pects. Ravichandra, a
senior Kannada actor,
will also appear in the
film. Radha Krishna will
helm the film, which will be
produced by Sai Korrapati
under the Vaaraahi Chalana
Chitram banner.

Afather
is his

son’s first hero and
his daughter’s first love. He

is the one who shoulders us as a
child and leads us to a brighter future,

developing our conscious and subcon-
scious understanding of the world. On
this special day, the actors of Sony
Entertainment Television express their

love and gratitude to their beloved

fathers. Rajshree Thakur essaying the role of
Pallavi in Appnapan says, “I have shared some
of my fondest memories with my father. He
had always supported me and my dreams,
never telling me to back down, even when
things did not seem to be working the way I
wanted them to. As a daughter, I am lucky to
have had a father like him. I am as proud of
him as he was of me. I miss him every single
day of my life, he was a strong personality
and my leader.  Father’s Day always brings
back the memories I have locked away in my
childhood 'pitara'. Every time I open the pan-
dora's box in my mind, I am flooded with
sweet reminiscences.” Abhishek Rawat, essay-
ing the role of Manav in Kaamnaa, says, "My
dad gave me his time, care and love. I remem-
ber watching late-night action movies with
him and I am planning the same this Father's
Day as well. I am very close to my dad and for
me, it is a day of gratitude for him. This
Father's Day, I thank all the fathers for being
pillars of support for their families."

A
ctress Sonali
Bendre re-
cently re-

turned to the world
of audio-visual con-
tent with her newly-
released series 'The

Broken News' where
she plays a righteous edi-

tor of a news channel.
While it's a comeback vehi-

cle for her after a period of
struggle in terms of health,
the series also marked her
digital debut.

The actress spoke about
her experience of coming
back in front of camera,
how sensationalism isn't
confined to news in the cur-
rent age, her access point
for consumption of infor-
mation and her detoxifica-
tion process from all infor-
mation junk. While TV an-
chors may rupture the
eardrums by screaming at
the top of their lungs, or
flashy graphics may blind
the viewer with horren-
dously loud colours, it's not
just the news where sensa-
tionalism finds its place.

As Sonali says,
"Sensationalism is a part of
society, it's not just the
news. Everything out there
has a bit of sensational-
ism. There are so many
voices that we end up
noticing only the
louder ones."
S a d l y

there's not much one can do on an in-
dividual level in her opinion, "Hence,
the voices just want to be louder and
louder. We as a society collectively get
drawn towards louder voices and
that's something really unfortunate
and not in our control, honestly."

But then how does she detoxify
herself from the overwhelming flow
of information that tends to turn
toxic? The answer is simple, Sonali
dissociates and switches off, "My way
of detoxifying is to shut down com-
pletely. During my illness when I did
not want to be agitated because the
balance was so fragile that anything
that could trigger sadness or dark-
ness, I switched it off and focused on
things that truly made a difference."

The series marks her digital debut
but for the actress the experience of
working on a new medium wasn't
very different from that of films, as
she shares, "For me, shooting for 'The
Broken News' was like shooting for a
longer film. In terms of working on
the digital medium it didn't make any
difference as such." However, the
changing times manifested in more
ways than one. The actress explains,
"Having said that, the times have defi-
nitely changed, the way of working
on the sets, the technology, the
rhythm of storytelling and
the acting has also
changed consid-
erably."

ACROSS

1. Bartlett's kin

5. Student's assignment

10. Bothers

14. Between continents

15. Australian dog

16. Playwright ____ Simon

17. Close loudly

18. Excessive

20. Most painful

22. Has-____

23. Morning droplets

24. Wild disorder

26. BPOE members

28. Large seabird

32. Chip dip

36. Pasture sound

37. Common contraction

38. "Family ____"

39. Oak nut

41. Pouch

43. Stop

44. Sensible

45. Loud noise

47. Weaken

48. Slumber

50. Not temporary

52. Audition tape

54. Singer ____ Seeger

55. RR stop

58. Decays

60. More adjacent

64. Figured

67. Floor piece

68. Margarine

69. Expiate

70. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald

71. Quiz

72. Lassoed

73. Poetic contraction

DOWN

1. Freshwater fish

2. Norwegian port

3. Singe

4. Photographer's need

5. Magazine VIPs

6. Wickedness

7. Uppity person

8. Concurs

9. Alpine call

10. Wayside hotel

11. ____ between the lines

12. Flying toy

13. Large amount

19. Pen fluids

21. Certain protest (hyph.)

25. Heavy weights

27. Umpire's call

28. Pile up
29. Regional
30. Pioneer Daniel ____
31. Gape
33. Rent contract
34. Actress ____ Sarandon
35. Highly skilled
40. Swamp plant
42. Business abbr.
43. Box
46. Changed
49. Lima's country
50. Idaho product
51. Straighten up
53. Grinding tooth
55. Aberdeen native
56. Story
57. Pub offerings
59. Intersection sign
61. Provoke
62. She (Fr.)
63. Aft
65. Camp bed
66. Compass point (abbr.)
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You should make more of your own deci-
sions, Aquarius. Don't let others have so
much control over your life. When in a
relationship, for example, you tend to let
your partner dominate. You seem to no
longer want to be in charge of any initia-
tives with regard to your joint life. Try to
free yourself from this situation and take
charge. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You are very interested in technological
breakthroughs and innovation, Pisces,
especially if it has some benefit for indi-
viduals. Since you also concern yourself
with social issues and subjects like psy-
chology and spiritual therapies, you real-
ize the importance of progress in these
areas for the future. You also wonder
where you fit in.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You're a reasonable, generous person, Aries.
Your altruism plays a big part in your life. This
is why your friends will be amazed to see you
express a lot of personal desires now. When
you think about it, everything is getting
clearer. You might even want to change a lot
of things in your life. And letting your feelings
guide you doesn't have to mean that you
won't think about your friends.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today, you'll need to come up with the
answer to an important question, Taurus.
What do you really want? Events might com-
pel you to choose between your current way
of living and a more stable life. But you could
be worried about the unknown. It's ironic, but
you will need to change your habits if you
want more stability. Think about it.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Your calm will be put to the test
today, Gemini. Try not to fall into this
trap. You should try to show people
that you're a thoughtful person and
your past experiences have given you
wisdom. You don't necessarily have to
respond to aggression. However, you
shouldn't forget about your own point
of view. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You tend to think that you're the only per-
son on this planet born under a lucky star,
Cancer. Try to trust the ones you love,
because they might not appreciate having
to deal with your anxiety. Don't forget
that they also know how to fend for them-
selves. They, too, have had to adapt to
this world we live in. They can stand up
for themselves.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You're an eccentric person, Leo. Yet you
also feel the need to be loved and feel the
approval of those around you. It isn't
always easy to think differently from
other people or to feel completely differ-
ent. In order to be accepted, you must
help them understand you. Try to express
your ideas and opinions in a more realis-
tic way. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your altruism and ability to listen to
others will greatly influence the day,
Virgo. Someone close to you is having
difficulties and doesn't know how to
explain the problem. This person needs
you and knows that you're the only one
who can help find a way out. Make time
to listen patiently and you'll find a solu-
tion together.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The day belongs to you. The celestial
movements encourage you to think
about your future. Don't be afraid. With
your usual self-confidence and
dynamism, you're in the best position to
have a head start. Your Libra nature will
be in control of your actions and you
can rest assured that this period in time
will be a favorable one for you. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

There's a radical change taking place in the
Zodiac, Scorpio. The changes in the economy
and society seem to suggest that now is the
time to think about how your actions impact
the lives of your loved ones, community, and
society at large. What steps could you take to
help make this world a better place? Thinking
about these issues prepares you to shape
your future as you want it to be.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Sagittarius, the atmosphere of the day gives
you the impression that there could be a lot
of changes waiting to unfold in your person-
al life. Most of them will concern your rela-
tionships. Today you could feel as if you've
just changed your star sign. Take the time to
open up and listen to what the stars might
reveal to you. This will be time well spent.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You're the type of person who loves know-
ing a lot of different people, Capricorn. You
feel that you must help your friends com-
municate so that they have a better forum
in which to express themselves. You're
good at bringing out the best in others and
helping them find a solid footing in the pres-
ent, despite your love of the past. Go with
the flow.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 335

SOLUTION 334

HOROSCOPE SUNDAY JUNE 19

Sonali Bendre:
Sensationalism is part 

of society, not just 
confined to news

W
hat happens
when your son
brings home a

foreigner as a wife? The
story of Anandi Baa and
her 'Videshi' bahu starts
here on Star Plus's new of-
fering 'Anandi Baa aur
Emily'.

The dynamic of a tradi-
tional Indian family gets
shaken due to the arrival
of a foreign 'Bahu'. The
cast includes Kanchan
Gupta in the role of
'Anandi Baa', Jazzy
Ballerini as the exotic
Bahu 'Emily', and
Mishkat Verma in the
male lead of eager 'Aarav'.

The show 'Anandi Baa
aur Emily' explores these
different dynamics of re-
lationships with each
family member and
Emily, the foreigner
Bahu. Chaos ensues at
their household as
Anandi Baa tries to figure
out how to get rid of
Emily with the help of
some family members.
The reality of the situa-
tion dawns on her and we
will get to see the beauti-
ful relationship go from
initial hesitancy to under-
standing and accepting of

all.
Mishkat Varma, who

plays ‘Aarav’, on the show
‘Anandi Baa aur Emily,
“Anandi Baa aur Emily is
a story on what happens
when east marries the
west. The show will de-
pict the funny and comic
relationship of the char-
acters. I am portraying
Aarav, a charming, ju-
gadu, and most impor-
tantly, a daydreamer. The

casting is flawless, as if
the role was written
specifically for them. I'm
thrilled to be a member of
Star Plus, and I'm looking
forward to my forthcom-
ing show, which features
an incredible cast.”

Star Plus is taking on
the responsibility of
practicing what they
preach by bringing
'Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam'
into our lives and our tel-

evision screens. The idea
is to not just preach but
practice multicultural di-
versity. And sincerely try
to understand an imper-
fectly perfect family dy-
namic with a great appre-
ciation for unity in diver-
sity.

So, stay tuned for more
information on 'Anandi
Baa aur Emily' set to
launch soon, only on Star
Plus!

Star Plus’s new offering
Anandi Baa aur Emily’

Sony TV actors
express love to their

beloved fathers

A
ctress Shriya Pilgaonkar
says that she's here to
showcase her versatility

through her performances and is
consciously seeking projects that
prevent her from being stereo-
typed.

Shriya says: "It feels surreal at
this point that both my shows
'Guilty Minds' and 'The Broken
News' have got such critical ap-
preciation and love from the view-
ers. This truly is an exciting, new
phase in my career and I have
nothing but gratitude for the love
and appreciation coming my way.

"It means a lot to receive mes-
sages, especially from young girls
who have been inspired by the
characters of Kashaf and Radha.
I've never taken this for granted."

She added: "After playing a
forensics expert, a lawyer and a
news reporter, I am now doing a
comedy-drama 'Taaza Khabar'
with Bhuvan Bam where I play a
sex worker. It's unlike anything
I've done before which is super ex-
citing.

"There's another film coming
up which is a romantic comedy of
sorts. I want to continue to chal-
lenge myself and don't want to
give people a chance to stereotype
me in any way which is why I am
consciously seeking out different
genres and characters. I also want
to explore more films." She awaits
the release of 'Crackdown' Season
2, 'Taaza Khabar', a romantic com-
edy and a few exciting titles.
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Bengaluru, Jun 18 (PTI):

Domestic giants
Mumbai completed the
formality of qualifying for
the Ranji Trophy final by
virtue of first innings lead
on the final day of their
last-four match against
Uttar Pradesh, here on
Saturday.

The 41-time champions,
Mumbai thoroughly domi-
nated from the first ball of
the game, which ended in
a draw, at the Just Cricket
Academy ground.

Mumbai had posted 393
in their first innings and
then bundled out Uttar
Pradesh for a meagre 180,
to gain a massive first-in-

nings lead. When play
ended on the fourth day on
Friday, Mumbai had piled
up a mammoth 449 for 4 in
their second essay, cour-
tesy hundreds by Yashasvi
Jaiswal and Armaan
Jaffer.

At stumps of Day 4,
Mumbai took an overall
lead of 662 runs, making it
amply clear that there was
only one result possible
from the match.

On Saturday, play began
after lunch due to wet out-
field and overnight batters
Sarfaraz Khan and Shams
Mulani continued to tor-
ment the UP bowlers.

Both Sarfaraz (59 not
out) and Mulani (51 not

out) completed their half-
centuries, after which
both the captains decided
to shake hands.

Mumbai posted 533 for 4
in their second essay.

Sarfaraz hit one bound-
ary and three sixes, while
Mulani hammered six
fours.

Mumbai will meet
Madhya Pradesh in the
final, which will be played
at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium from June 22.

The final will be a battle
between two former
Mumbai players Amol
Mazumdar and
Chandrakant Pandit, who
are coaches of Mumbai
and MP respectively.

Mumbai march into Ranji
Trophy final, to meet MP

Bengaluru, Jun 18 (PTI):

A lot of grey areas are
yet to be addressed but a
young Indian team, with
an admirable collective
temperament, will start
as favourites in the series-
deciding fifth T20
International against
South Africa here on
Sunday.

In a space of eight days,
this Indian team has
played four games. It field-
ed an identical XI, which
is in sync with Rahul
Dravid's "school of conti-
nuity", seen the nadir in
the first two games, only
to break its own record of
highest margin of victo-
ries over the Proteas -- by
47 runs in the third game
and by 82 runs in the
fourth.

With Dinesh Karthik
doing exactly what is ex-
pected of him and
Harshal Patel and Avesh
Khan also hitting the
straps, the Indian fans
would want to see
Yuzvendra Chahal per-
form a trick or two at his
IPL home ground in a
match that matters the
most.

Therefore, when the
teams step out on the M

Chinnaswamy Stadium
turf, the side that looked
jaded and overcooked in
the first two games will
start as overwhelming
favourites as the South
Africans have already lost

the plot. If Temba
Bavuma is unable to re-
cover, they will miss a
leader more than the bat-
ter. And suddenly in the
last two games, the bat-
ting has looked iffy on

tracks that have variable
bounce, which has made
this Indian attack look
way more lethal. Call it
strangely pleasant, but it
remains a fact that in this
series a lot of things
haven't exactly gone as
per plan but yet India
have managed to level the
series after being 0-2
down.

A young captain who,
perhaps, would have liked
a few days in his home-
town in Rourkee had
there not been a pressure
from one of the stakehold-
ers to have at least a few
stars in the absence of
safe 'box-office' bets like
Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma or Jasprit
Bumrah.

Neither has Pant's cap-
taincy been exceptional
nor has his similar pat-
tern of dismissals in-
spired confidence but
India have somehow man-
aged to pull through.

If they finally win the
series the young man
would be in that leader-
ship mix alongside
Hardik Pandya and KL
Rahul when the next tran-
sition in Indian cricket
happens after the 2023
ODI World Cup. If coach

Dravid wanted to check
out whether there is a pos-
sibility to tinker with the
existing top three, the
troika of Ishan Kishan,
Ruturaj Gaikwad and
Shreyas Iyer haven't ex-
actly fitted into the jigsaw
puzzle.

Gaikwad, with his cur-
rent technique, would be
nine out of 10 times found
wanting against quality
attack on better pitches,
with sporadic perform-
ances here and there. In
top flight cricket, he won't
get those couple of un-
capped domestic bowlers
whom he can bully. On the
contrary, he could get bul-
lied by express pace.

Ishan Kishan has a lim-
ited range of strokes and
one shouldn't go by the
volume of runs scored in
this series as the extra
bounce and pace on
Australian wickets will be
a difficult proposition.

Shreyas Iyer got a full
series but he should be
the first one to admit that
he has blown it with both
hands and when India
next play against Ireland
at Malahide, his place will
go to Suryakumar Yadav,
considered a way better
T20 proponent.

Pacers and middle-order make
India favourites in series decider

New Delhi, Jun 18 (PTI):

It's time to give back to
the sport, says the leg-
endary Viswanathan
Anand, who is seeking to
enter global chess admin-
istration with an aim to
make it professionally
more enticing for the
youth.

Anand, whose moves on
the board still leave oppo-
nents grasping at straws,
wants to fully commit
himself as "someone" who
can work towards the bet-
terment of the sport.

In an exclusive inter-
view with PTI, the five-
time world champion
charted out his future
plans, days after the All
India Chess Federation
(AICF) unanimously de-
cided to endorse his candi-
dature for the deputy pres-
ident's post in the forth-
coming FIDE election.

"Compared to three or
four years back, I have cut
down on my time as a ac-
tive chess player. I have
long aspired to come into
the chess administration
and this opportunity as
the deputy president will
be a huge learning curve
for me," Anand remarked.

"The game of chess

helped me become what I
am today. It's time for me
to give back. The idea is to
encourage more youth to
take up the sport seriously
and make it a profession. I
will communicate my
ideas and vision once I am
elected to the new panel,"
he added.

While Anand will be
part of incumbent Arkady
Dvorkovich's panel,
among other candidates is
the seasoned administra-
tor and former deputy
president of the interna-
tional chess federation,
Bachar Kouatly.

However, Anand be-
lieves the Dvorkovich ad-
ministration will have a

clear advantage over the
others because of the
work done by them to
make the sport immensely
popular, especially at the
height of the COVID-19
pandemic.

"The current adminis-
tration has done some out-
standing work to give the
game a facelift especially
when every sport was side-
lined because of the
COVID-19 pandemic. So, I
readily agreed to be a part
this panel when I was
nominated for the posi-
tion," Anand said, speak-
ing about his decision to
take part in the elections.

The year was 1987 when
India got its first grand-

master in Anand. As many
as 35 years down the line,
India has 74 of them, with
the latest being the 19-
year-old Rahul Srivatshav
Peddi from Hyderabad.

"I always had a firm be-
lief that we deserve to
have many grandmasters
in Chess. During the first
time ten years of my ca-
reer, there were only
Pravin Thipsey, Dibyendu
Barua, and I. But the cur-
rent figures make me im-
mensely happy because of
the fact that we have pro-
gressed so much in chess
by leaps and bounds,"
Anand said.

It is unbeknownst to
many that there is a seri-
ous cost factor involved
when it comes to making a
child an age-group world
champions or a
Grandmaster. Unlike
other sports like cricket,
football, badminton, or
even hockey, where talent-
ed athletes are offered
scholarships, chess doesn't
seem to have many.

Anand, however, men-
tions that once he gets into
administration, his prime
focus would be to help
those athletes who are tal-
ented enough to make the
country proud.

Rajkot, Jun 18 (PTI):

Batting great Sunil
Gavaskar has questioned
Rishabh Pant's shot selec-
tion, saying it is "not a
good sign" that the Indian
stumper is repeatedly
falling into the outside the
off-stump trap in the ongo-
ing T20I series against
South Africa.

Pant, who has scored 740
runs in 47 T20Is at 23.12,
has been getting out in al-
most identical fashion
while going for the big
shot wife outside the off-
stump.

"He hasn't learned. He
hasn't learned from his
previous three dismissals,
Gavaskar said while com-
mentating on Star Sports.

"They throw wide, and
he keeps going for it. He
can't throw enough muscle
on that. He has got to stop
looking to go aerial that
far outside the off-stump.

"There is no way he's
going to get enough on it.
It has gone to short-third!
They all plan it, South
African bowlers and
Temba Bavuma just bowl
wide outside the off-stump
and you will get him."

Pant has scored 29, 5, 6
and 17 in the last four in-
nings. "10 times, he has

been dismissed wide out-
side off-stump (in T20s in
2022). Some of them would
have been called wide if he
hadn't made contact with
it. Because he's so far away,
he has to reach out for it.
He will never get enough
power on it.

"To keep getting out in
the same series in the
same manner, for a cap-
tain of the Indian team,
that's not a good sign," said
Gavaskar. While he hasn't
fired with the bat, Pant
marshalled his resources
well to orchestrate India's
revival in the five-match
series with back-to-back
wins to leave the series
tied at 2-2.

After India crushed
South Africa by 82 runs in
the fourth game, Pant too
admitted that there are
"certain areas" in his bat-
ting which he needs to im-
prove.

Berlin, Jun 18 (AP):

Coco Gauff reached the
semifinals on grass for the
first time after beating
Karolina Pliskova 7-5, 6-4 at
the Berlin Open on Friday
to set up a match with Ons
Jabeur.

Already in uncharted ter-
ritory in her first quarterfi-
nal on grass, the 18-year-old
French Open finalist had to
fight back from 2-0 down at
the start of each set against
an opponent who was the
Wimbledon runner-up last
year.

Gauff said she needed
some time to find her
rhythm, and found the an-
swer by mixing up her
shots to include more slices.

"It was really tough to be
honest. I had to come up
with a couple different
game styles that I normally
don't use, but sometimes it's
like that," she said.

Pliskova missed out on
what would have been her
first final since August. The

Czech player missed the
first two months of this sea-
son when she broke her
arm in an accident while
training in the gym.

Fourth-ranked Jabeur
won against Aliaksandra
Sasnovich 6-7 (3), 6-2, 6-2 to
reach the semifinals.

In the other half of the
draw, sixth-ranked Maria
Sakkari is another first-
time semifinalist on grass
following her quickfire 6-0,
6-3 win over French Open
semifinalist Daria

Kasatkina. Kasatkina
dropped the first set in her
previous two matches in
Berlin this week before
comeback wins but couldn't
find a way back against
Sakkari's power hitting.

"I'm very pleased that I
had the right game plan. I
went for it, I was very ag-
gressive and I really en-
joyed it," said Sakkari, who
has won three straight
matches for the first time
since March and her run to
the Indian Wells final.

Rajkot, Jun 18 (PTI):

A total of 155 interna-
tional games across for-
mats in 18 years since his
debut doesn't do justice to
Dinesh Karthik's immense
potential but it has perhaps
got to do with the insecuri-
ties that crop up with spo-
radic chances over the
years.

Having played a big role
in India's series levelling 82-
run win against South
Africa, Karthik attributes
performances like 27-ball-
55 to a sense of security
and clarity in thought
process.

"Just feels good,' he said
about the innings. "I am
feeling very secure in this
set-up. In the last game,
things didn't go according
to plan, but I went and ex-
pressed myself today,"
Karthik said at the post-
match presentation cere-
mony. He gave a lot of cred-
it to coach Rahul Dravid.

"Credit to Rahul Dravid;
there is a certain sense of
calmness. The dressing

room is a calm place right
now. It is important to learn
to embrace pressure. It
feels secure and fuzzy. That
clarity and the environ-
ment environment helped."

Having played India's in-
augural T20 game in 2006,
coincidentally against the
Proteas and also a 'Player of
the match' award back
then, Karthik is now more
clear about his role in the
team. "I think DK is think-
ing a little better. He is able
to assess situations better
and that comes with prac-
tice." he said.

Karthik is happy that the
series has gone down to the
wire.

"It is good to see a bilater-
al series going down to the
final match. To see the pres-
sure being absorbed in the
third and fourth games was
something we would rel-
ish." Karthik's junior and
team's skipper Rishabh
Pant was all praise for both
Hardik Pandya and
Karthik's game-changing
stand after being reduced
to 56 for 3 in 10 overs.

New Delhi, Jun 18 (PTI):  

Indian paddler Sathiyan
Gnanasekaran suffered a
straight game loss to
Chinese Taipei's Chuang
Chih-Yuan in the quarterfi-
nals to crash out of the
men's singles event of the
WTT Contender 2022 in
Zagreb, Croatia on
Saturday.

Sathiyan, world no. 34,
lost 7-11 9-11 5-11 against the
world no. 18 Chih-Yuan.

It was a disappointing re-
sult for the Indian, who had
started his campaign here
with a stunning 6-11 12-10 11-
9 12-10 win over world no. 6
and reigning European
champion Darko Jorgic of
Slovenia. Sathiyan then de-
feated 16-year-old Chen
Yuanyu of China 11-9 11-7
12-10 to advance to the quar-
terfinals. Sathiyan is part of
the Indian table tennis
squad for the upcoming
Commonwealth Games
which is scheduled to be
held in Birmingham from
July 28 to August 8.

Chess helped me become what I am, it’s time
for me to give back: Viswanathan Anand

Pant falling into outside off-stump
trap, not a good sign: Gavaskar

Halle, Jun 18 (AP):

Top-ranked Daniil
Medvedev was strong on
key points to beat Roberto
Bautista Agut 6-2, 6-4 and
reach the semifinals of
the Halle Open.

Medvedev faced nine
break points and saved
them all to set up a semifi-
nal with German Oscar
Otte.

"It was tough for me to
win, he said. Today
I had my plan,
managed to
keep it going.
Definitely got
more edge on
the most impor-
tant points, because he had
more break points than
me."

Medvedev started his
grass-court swing strongly
as runner-up last week in
' s - H e r t o g e n b o s c h .
Medvedev won't be allowed
to play at Wimbledon,
though, because it has
barred players from Russia
and its ally Belarus over
the invasion of Ukraine.

Otte paid tribute to the
help of his home crowd
after he came through a
hard-fought match against
Karen Khachanov 4-6, 7-6
(5), 6-4. The 51st-ranked
Otte will bid to reach his

first career ATP final at the
age of 28 after a steady rise
from being ranked outside
of the top 150 a year ago.

Nick Kyrgios reached
the semifinals of back-to-
back tournaments as the
Australian won against
Pablo Carre o Busta 6-4, 6-2.
Kyrgios goes on to play
Hubert Hurkacz after the
Polish player beat Felix
Auger-Aliassime 7-6 (2), 7-6
(4) despite not having any
break points on Auger-
Aliassime's serve as the
Canadian hit 21 aces. (AP)

Medvedev beats Bautista
Agut for Halle semifinal

I am feeling very secure in this set-up: KarthikSathiyan out of
WTT Contender

Zagreb

Gauff beats Pliskova in Berlin
for first grass semifinal

Students celebrate their success after the UP Board declared its 10th class results, in Prayagraj, Saturday.

JOY OF SUCCESS

Young women pose for photographs at the Taj Mahal complex, in Agra, Saturday. 

ENJOYING TAJ VISIT

BJP aims to repeat RS success
Mumbai, Jun 18 (PTI): 

After being out-
witted by the opposi-
tion BJP in the re-
cent Rajya Sabha
elections in
Maharashtra, the
ruling Shiv Sena-led

Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA)
is now facing another chal-
lenge of getting all its six
candidates elected to the
state Legislative Council
in the June 20 polls, which
has once again put the
spotlight on Independents
and smaller parties.

While the tenure of nine
sitting members of the leg-
islative council is coming
to an end on July 7, the
election for the 10th seat
was necessitated following
the death of a BJP legisla-
tor earlier this year.

A total of 11 candidates
are in the fray for the 10
seats up for grabs, with the
MVA allies - Shiv Sena,

NCP and Congress - each
fielding two candidates.
The BJP has nominated
five candidates. In the June
10 RS polls for a total of six
seats, the BJP led by
Devendra Fadnavis
clinched all three seats de-
spite the numbers appear-
ing in favour of the MVA
on paper.

In a setback to the MVA,
BJP's third nominee
Dhananjay Mahadik de-
feated Sena's second nomi-
nee Sanjay Pawar. The role
played by Independents
and smaller parties in that
election is discussed ani-
matedly in the state politi-
cal circles. What makes the
next week's MLC elections
more tricky is that MLAs
have to cast votes by secret
ballot.

Unlike the Rajya Sabha
polls, where MLAs were re-
quired to show their ballot
paper to their respective
party's authorised repre-

sentative after casting vote,
the legislative council elec-
tions will be held through a
secret ballot, raising appre-
hensions of cross-voting
and keeping the contest-
ants guessing about the
stand of Independents and
smaller parties.

The nine retiring mem-
bers of the Legislative
Council are its present
Chairman Ramraje Naik
Nimbalkar and Sanjay
Daund (both NCP), Leader
of Opposition Pravin
Darekar, Sujitsinh Thakur,
Prasad Lad (all BJP),
Maratha leader Vinayak
Mete and former minister
Sadabhau Khot (both allies
of the BJP), Industries
minister Subhash Desai
and Diwakar Raote (both
Shiv Sena). The tenth seat
fell vacant following the
death of BJP MLC R N
Singh.

The NCP has fielded
Ramraje Naik Nimbalkar

and former minister
Eknath Khadse, a BJP
turncoat. The Shiv Sena
has nominated Sachin Ahir
and Amshya Padvi, a party
functionary from the tribal-
dominated Nandurbar dis-
trict. The Congress has
fielded Mumbai Congress
chief Bhai Jagtap and for-
mer minister Chandrakant
Handore.

The BJP has renominat-
ed outgoing MLCs Darekar
and Lad, and given tickets
to Ram Shinde, Uma
Khapre and Shrikant
Bharatiya. MLAs form the
electoral college for the
MLC elections. The effec-
tive strength of the 288-
member Maharashtra
House is reduced to 285 fol-
lowing the death of Shiv
Sena MLA Ramesh Latke,
while two NCP MLAs -
Nawab Malik and Anil
Deshmukh - are currently
in jail and are not allowed
to vote by the high court.

‘UP Govt working in ‘autocratic’ manner’
Bareilly (UP), June 18 (PTI): 

Alleging Uttar Pradesh
government was working
in an autocratic manner,
senior Samajwadi Party
leader Azam Khan on
Saturday said he and his
family members were even
accused of stealing goats.
The Rampur MLA also at-
tacked the BJP-led central
government over the
'Agnipath' scheme saying
that it is quite evident as
how beneficial it is for the
youth who are agitating
over it.

"Dictatorship will be bet-
ter than the present situa-
tion prevailing in the state.
The state government is
working in an autocratic
manner," the SP leader who
recently got released from
jail following the Supreme

Court order told newsper-
sons at the Bareilly airport
here.

"Allegations like having
stolen hen and goat, rob-
bing a liquor shop were lev-
elled against me and my
family. In such a situation,
you yourself can under-
stand the level of the gov-
ernment's functioning ,"
Khan, who had been in
Sitapur Jail for 27 months,
said. On the way to
Varanasi, the SP leader
said,"the treatment given to
my city, my district and my
loved ones, I can bet no gov-
ernment in the world would
have treated any political
leader so badly. No govern-
ment would have fallen so
low to lodge cases such as
robbing liquor shops and
theft of Rs 16 thousand ru-
pees from my college," he

said. To a question on the
'Agnipath' scheme, he said
"All know as to who will
benefit from the Agnipath
scheme. Everyone knows
the whole country is burn-
ing." "It is clear from the cir-
cumstances what interest of
youth the 'Agnipath'

scheme will serve," he
added. The Centre on
Saturday announced sever-
al incentives including re-
serving 10 per cent vacan-
cies in its paramilitary and
the defence ministry for
Agnipath retirees and said
it will look into any griev-

ance about the new mili-
tary recruitment scheme
"with an open mind'', even
as violent protests raged on
in many states and opposi-
tion parties stepped up
pressure for a rollback.

Unveiling the scheme on
Tuesday, the government
said youths between the
ages of 17-and-a-half and 21
years would be inducted for
a four-year tenure while 25
per cent of the recruits will
be retained for regular serv-
ice. The upper age limit was
raised to 23 years on
Thursday. The new scheme
for the recruitment of sol-
diers in the Army, Navy and
Air Force was projected by
the government as a major
overhaul of the decades-old
selection process to en-
hance the youthful profile
of the three services.

Thiruvananthapuram, Jun 18 (PTI): 

The Centre on Saturday
said it would be approach-
ing the Supreme Court in
connection with its order to
create a one-kilometre eco-
sensitive zone (ESZ) around
all wildlife sanctuaries and
national parks in the wake
of rising protests in the
high ranges of Kerala
against the apex court di-
rection.

Responding to a query on
the ongoing protest in
Kerala over the apex court
order, Union Minister of
State for Consumer Affairs,
Food and Public
Distribution and
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Ashwini
Kumar Choubey said any
verdict of the Supreme
Court has to be accepted.
"We will be holding discus-

sions with the
Kerala govern-
ment and we will
file an affidavit
in the Supreme
Court. Whatever
disquiet is there
a m o n g
people...that will
be taken care of,"
the Union minis-
ter told reporters
here. Expressing
their anguish
over the implications of the
Supreme Court order, farm-
ers in high range areas of
the state had been holding
various forms of protests
including hartals for the
past two weeks urging the
Centre and state govern-
ments to seek legal reme-
dies to exclude human habi-
tations from the one-km
ESZ around protected
forests, national parks and

wildlife sanctu-
aries. The state
government has
said it would ex-
plore the legal
options to take
care of the liveli-
hood options of
the people living
in such areas.
The apex court
recently issued a
direction that
each protected

forest, including national
parks and wildlife sanctuar-
ies, must have an ESZ of
one kilometre and banned
mining activities within
such parks across the na-
tion. The high range areas
of Kerala, particularly
areas in Idukki, Wayanad,
Kottayam and
Pathanamthitta districts,
had been witnessing hartals
by various political and

farmers' groups against the
apex court order delivered
on June 3. Issuing a slew of
directions, a bench headed
by Justice L Nageswara Rao
had on June 3 ordered that
no permanent structure
will be allowed within such
ESZs and said if the local
law or other rules provide
for an ESZ of more than one
kilometre then the earlier
provision would continue to
apply.

The SC order came on a
batch of applications filed
on a pending PIL of 1995
and they raised two sets of
issues with the first one re-
lated to mining activities in
and around Jamua
Ramgarh, a wildlife sanctu-
ary in Rajasthan. The sec-
ond set of issues was relat-
ed to prescribing ESZs sur-
rounding the wildlife sanc-
tuaries and national parks.

Hyderabad, Jun 18 (PTI): 

Transformational re-
forms are underway in the
armed forces in the human
resources management and
other domains such as ca-
pability development with
focus on 'Atmanirbharta
(self-reliance), Army Chief
General Manoj Pande said
on Saturday. He was ad-
dressing a Combined
Graduation Parade (CGP)
at the Air Force Academy
in Dundigal near here.

"India's security canvas
is very vast, complex and
multifaceted. Our active
borders and equally chal-
lenging internal security
threats mandate a very
high level of operational
preparedness," he said ad-

dressing officer cadets at
the academy. Further, he
said disruptive technolo-
gies are shaping the charac-
ter of modern warfare.
Emerging technologies like
artificial intelligence, quan-

tum computing, robotics
and hypersonics are no
longer confined to theory,
but are physically manifest-
ing in battlespaces, Gen
Pande said. Therefore, har-
nessing and leveraging

technology is no longer an
option but an essential mis-
sion mandate, he said.
"There are also transforma-
tional reforms underway in
the armed forces in the
human resources manage-
ment and other domains
such as capability develop-
ment with focus on
'Atmanirbharta'," he said.

The young officers would
be the torchbearers to lead
the changes, the Army chief
further said. He exhorted
the passing out officers to
continue the pursuit of
knowledge. Concurrently,
imbibing leadership quali-
ties is the bounden duty of
every officer of the armed
forces, he said. Gen Pande
reviewed the Parade on the
occasion.
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MVA trying to get math right for 6 seats
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‘Transformational reforms 
underway in armed forces’

Chief of the Army Staff General Manoj Pande presents wings to the
newly commissioned officers, during the Combined Graduation
Parade at Air Force Academy in Dundigal, near Hyderabad, Saturday.

‘My ministry set 5 world
records this year’

Pune, Jun 18 (PTI): 

The Union Ministry of
Road Transport and
Highways set five world
records this year, includ-
ing building a 75-kilome-
tre highway stretch in
just 105 hours and 33
minutes, and the credit
went to a dedicated team
of engineers, contrac-
tors, consultants and
workers, Union Minister
Nitin Gadkari said on
Saturday.

The 75-km continuous
single bituminous con-
crete road was construct-
ed between Amravati
and Akola on National
Highway 53, he said.

"The credit for all this

does not go to me, but to
the engineers, contrac-
tors, consultants, work-
ers who toiled through
day and night," the min-
ister said at the
'Pandurang Abaji Raut
Amrut Mahotsavi

Satkar' event here. He
stressed on the need to
increase ethanol produc-
tion from sugarcane to
bolster the country's fuel
needs and to make it an
energy exporter.

The minister said the
18th century belonged
to the Mughals, the 19th
century to the Union
Jack (British Empire),
while United States of
America was the super-
power of the 20th 
century.

"If all of us work to-
gether, then the 21st cen-
tury will belong to India.
The country will become
a 'vishwaguru' and an
economic superpower,"
Gadkari asserted.

Nitin Gadkari 

‘Centre to move SC on issue 
of ESZ around protected forests’

Samajwadi Party (SP) leader Azam Khan speaks during a
public meeting in support of Dharmendra Yadav, SP candi-
date for Azamgarh parliamentary constituency by-elections. 

Patnaik to meet Pope
Francis in Vatican City

Bhubaneswar, Jun 18 (PTI): 

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik will begin
an 11-day trip abroad on
Monday during which he
will meet Pope Francis in
Vatican City and potential
investors in Dubai, a state-
ment said on Saturday.

Patnaik left for Delhi
during the day with a dele-
gation for his second offi-
cial foreign trip during his
22-year-long rule. "In re-
sponse to an invitation by
the World Food
Programme (WFP), the
chief minister will lead a
delegation to the organisa-
tion's headquarters in
Rome and share transfor-
mative initiatives of

Odisha in the field of food
security and disaster man-
agement. "He will also
meet WFP Director David
Beasley and other senior
office-bearers of the or-
ganisation and have de-
tailed discussions on part-
nership between the
Odisha government and

the body and future proj-
ects to ensure food securi-
ty in a sustainable man-
ner," a statement issued by
the chief minister's office
said. During the chief
minister's stay in Rome, he
will meet Pope Francis in
Vatican City, it said.

Patnaik will meet the
Odia diaspora from vari-
ous parts of Europe, and
discuss ways to engage it
in promoting Odisha's art
and culture and also be
part of the state's transfor-
mational journey, the
statement said. On his way
back from Italy, Patnaik
will meet potential in-
vestors from across West
Asia in Dubai in the
United Arab Emirates.

Naveen Patnaik

‘Digital kranti’
Panaji, Jun 18 (PTI):
Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant on Saturday paid
tribute to all freedom
fighters on Goa Revolution
Day and said that the time
is ripe for "digital kranti"
in the coastal state.
Addressing a state-level
function on the occasion
here, Sawant recalled the
sacrifices made by free-
dom fighters to liberate
Goa from the Portuguese
rule. Goa Governor P S
Sreedharan Pillai was
present as the chief guest
for the function. Sawant,
Pillai and other leaders
paid tributes at the
Martyrs' Memorial at
Azad Maidan. Goa
Revolution Day is celebrat-
ed on June 18 to commem-
orate the public meeting
held at Margao in 1946,
during which freedom
fighter Ram Manohar
Lohia had given a clarion
call for liberation.


