
Yoga session 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The National
Mission for Clean Ganga
will be holding Yoga ses-
sions on every ghat on
the occasion of the
International Day of
Yoga, a senior official
said on Wednesday.
NMCG Director General G
Asok Kumar said the
society will hold Yoga
sessions on every ghat of
the Ganga river.

Nomination
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The process
to file nominations for
the presidential election
began on Wednesday
with the Election
Commission issuing a
notification calling upon
the electors to fill the
vacancy. The election is
scheduled to be held on
July 18.

Operational
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The waste-to-
energy (WTE) plant
beside the Ghazipur land-
fill site here became
operational on
Wednesday, Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Saxena
said. "Of the 2600 MTs
garbage generated daily
in East Delhi, the Plant
will consume 1300 MTs
per day & would reduce
additional burden of fresh
waste on the mounds at
Ghazipur," he tweeted.

Stone
AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will lay the foundation
stone for the permanent
campus of the Central
University of Gujarat to
come up on a 100-acre
land at Kundhela village
near Vadodara during his
June 18 event in the city,
the state government
said on Wednesday.
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Bollywood actors Nushrratt
Bharuccha and Anud Singh Dhaka
pose for photos during a promo-
tional event for their upcoming

film Janhit Mein Jaari, in
Ahmedabad, Wednesday.
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Bilaspur, Jun 15:

The condition of 11-year-
old boy Rahul Sahu, who
was rescued from a
borewell in Janjgir
Champa district after an
over 100-hour-long opera-
tion, is currently stable and
he is being treated for sep-
sis, a doctor at the hospital
where he is admitted here
said on Wednesday.

Usually, the treatment of
sepsis takes minimum
seven days. It is difficult to
predict when Rahul will be
discharged, the Bilaspur-
based Apollo Hospital's
senior consultant (paedia-

trician) Dr Sushil Kumar
said. The infection could be

fatal, he added. Releasing a
medical bulletin of the res-

cued boy, Dr Kumar said
Rahul has multiple in-

juries due to which he has
fever. Since Rahul was in-
side the borewell for sever-
al hours, bacteria entered
his body causing infection,
and his blood test also re-
vealed the same," he said.

The boy is being given
antibiotics and other med-
ications to treat the infec-
tion, he said. "As a backup
plan, we are planning a
video conference with doc-
tors of the Indrapastha
Apollo, Delhi, said Dr
Kumar said. The reports of
several tests are yet to be
received, he added.
Bilaspur's Chief Medical
and Health Officer Dr
Pramod Mahajan said
Rahul is currently stable
and his all body parts are
functioning properly.

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi appeared before the
ED on Wednesday for the
third consecutive day of
questioning in the National
Herald money laundering
case, with the agency seek-
ing answers about his "per-
sonal role" in taking deci-
sions with regard to the
media organisation and its
owner Young Indian.

Gandhi (51) arrived at the
ED headquarters on APJ
Abdul Kalam Road in cen-
tral Delhi around 11.35 am
with his "Z+" category
CRPF security escort.

He was accompanied by
his sister and Congress gen-

eral secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra as his convoy
whizzed past police barri-
cades thronged by media
persons and party support-
ers. A huge contingent of
police and paramilitary
personnel has been de-
ployed around the federal
agency's office, and pro-
hibitory orders under sec-
tion 144 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC)
are in force. The question-

ing began at 12 noon and
the ED has been conducting
a video and audio recording
of the statement of Gandhi
during all the three days'
sessions.

His statements are being
typed on A4 size papers and
are minutely reviewed by
him and signed before sub-
mission to the investigating
officer.

Gandhi, agency sources
told PTI, is being asked
about the assets worth
about Rs 800 crore "owned"
by AJL and how a not-for-
profit company like Young
Indian (YI) was undertak-
ing commercial activities of
renting out its land and
building assets.

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

A day after the govern-
ment unveiled the ambi-
tious "Agnipath" scheme
for recruitment of soldiers
in the Army, Navy and the
Air Force largely on a four-
year short-term contractu-
al basis, the Indian Army
on Wednesday said it will
recruit 40,000 soldiers in
the coming months.

"The Indian Army will
recruit 25,000 'Agniveers' in
the next 180 days and the
process for recruitment of
the remaining 15,000 will
begin a month after that,"
Vice Chief of Army Staff
Lt General B S Raju told
PTI. He further said that
the recruitment drive will
be in all the 773 districts
throughout the country.

"It will cover every dis-
trict of the country," he

added. Gen Raju said that
the defence minister is em-
powered to make neces-
sary changes according to
operational requirements.

The "Agnipath" scheme
is being seen as a major
overhaul of the decades-
old selection process to
bring in fitter and younger
troops to deal with future
security challenges facing
the nation. Under the
scheme, around 46,000 sol-
diers between the ages of
17 and a half years and 21
years will be recruited this
year into the three servic-
es, the defence ministry
had said on Tuesday.

The recruitment will be
based on an "all-India, all-
class" basis that is set to
change the composition of
some regiments that re-
cruit youths from specific
regions as well as castes.

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

The CBI on Wednesday arrested
Kalyani Singh, daughter of the
Acting Chief Justice of Himachal
Pradesh High Court, in connec-
tion with the killing of national
level shooter Sukhmanpreet
Singh alias Sippy Sidhu over six
years ago in Chandigarh, offi-
cials said.
They said during investigation,
the CBI found some documen-
tary evidence suggesting that
Kalyani Singh and Sidhu were
close and a romantic relation-
ship had turned sour. The cen-

tral agency had called Kalyani
Singh, daughter of Acting Chief
Justice Sabina Singh, for ques-
tioning where she was found
evasive in responses following
which she was arrested, sources
said. The central agency had
registered the FIR in the killing
of Sidhu who was also a lawyer,
on April 13, 2016 on the request
of Chandigarh Administration,
the CBI said in a statement.
During further investigation,
alleged involvement of accused
(Kalyani Singh) came forth in
the case. Accordingly, she was
examined and arrested.

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

Government advisory
panel NTAGI will meet on
Thursday to review data on
Covaxin and Corbevax vac-
cines for the 6-12 age group
and also deliberate on re-
ducing the gap between the
second and precaution
doses from the current
nine to six months.

The National Technical
Advisory Group on
Immunisation (NTAGI)
will hold its meeting amid
a fresh spike in COVID-19
cases in the country.

Currently, those aged 12
years and above are vacci-
nated against COVID-19.

The agenda for the
NTAGI's Standing
Technical Sub-Committee
(STSC) meeting includes
discussion on a study by
the CMC Vellore on the fea-
sibility of allowing precau-
tion dose of a COVID-19
vaccine separate from the
one used for primary vacci-
nation, the Covid burden
in paediatric population,
and log-term safety of
ZyCoV-D vaccine, official
sources said. India's drug
regulator in April had
granted emergency use au-
thorisation for Biological
E's COVID-19 vaccine

Corbevax for those aged
five to 12 years and Bharat
Biotech's Covaxin for chil-
dren in the age group of six
to 12 years. The Covid
Working Group of NTAGI
which reviewed the find-
ings of the Christian
Medical College (CMC)
Vellore study in May had
found a lack of uniformity
in results upon mixing of
jabs for booster shots.

The study stated that the
scientific evidence showed
that administering a boost-
er dose of Covishield after
primary vaccination with
Covaxin gives 6 to 10 times
higher antibody level as
compared to when Covaxin
is given as the precaution

dose after a gap of six
months after the primary
schedule.

"However, the same ad-
vantage was not observed
when Covaxin as a booster
shot was given after two
Covishield doses," an offi-
cial source had told PTI.

Considering program-
matic challenges, it was de-
cided that the matter
would be discussed in the
NTAGI's STSC meeting for
final recommendation.

Also, the committee in
its meeting held in May
cited lack of clear evidence
of benefit of reducing the
interval between last dose
of the primary schedule
and the protection dose.

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

The BJP on Wednesday
began the consultation ex-
ercise on evolving a con-
sensus name for the presi-
dential election with sen-
ior party leader Rajnath
Singh speaking to a num-
ber of key opposition lead-
ers including Mallikarjun
Kharge, Mamata Banerjee
and Akhilesh Yadav,
sources said on Wednesday.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has authorised
Singh and party's chief J P
Nadda to consult with
other parties for building
consensus on a presiden-
tial candidate. Singh made

the calls to Kharge,
Banerjee and Yadav be-
sides some other leaders on
a day when leaders of 17
opposition parties met
here to build a consensus
on a joint opposition candi-
date. Singh has also called
Janata Dal (United) leader
and Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar and Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) supremo
and Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik to deliber-
ate upon the presidential
polls, the sources said.

The opposition leaders
asked Singh about BJP-led
NDA's nominee for the
presidential election, they
said.

NTAGI to review Covaxin, Corbevax data for 6-12 years
̈ Discuss reducing

booster dose gap

Boy rescued from borewell stable
̈ Undergoing sepsis

treatment

BBiillaassppuurr::  CM Bhupesh Baghel
visited the Apollo Hospital
and met the rescued boy
Rahul and his mother. On this
occasion mother of Rahul was
all praise for CM and he is
like a God for them for saving
life of Rahul. 
On this CM said that he just
fulfilled his responsibility and
extended greetings to all
from the NDRF, SDRF, District
Collector, SP and entire team

for doing such remarkable job
of rescuing Rahul from 65
feet borewell. On this occa-
sion CM made declaration to

bear the cost of entire expen-
diture on Rahul's education
by the state government as
well.

CM inquires about Rahul’s health
̈ Declares to bear

expenditure for
his education

AGNIPATH SCHEME

Army to recruit 40k soldiers
in coming months

CJ’s daughter arrested
in athlete murder case

25 Hours And Counting

ED quizzes Rahul for 3rd consecutive day
Prez poll: Rajnath reaches
out to key Oppn leaders

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

Some petrol pumps in
states like Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Karnataka have run dry
following a sudden surge in
demand at PSU outlets that
followed curtailment of op-
erations by private fuel re-
tailers to check the heavy
losses they were suffering
from trying to compete
with heavily under-priced
rates of public sector com-
panies.

The government howev-
er said there were suffi-
cient supplies of petrol and
diesel to meet extra de-
mand but admitted that the
rush to PSU bunks was
leading to delays and in-
creased waiting time for
customers.

PSU fuel retailers Indian
Oil, HPCL and BPCL
haven't raised petrol and
diesel prices in tandem
with the rise in crude oil
(raw material cost). They
sell petrol at a loss of Rs 14-
18 per litre and diesel at Rs
20-25 - a loss that private re-
tailers Nayara Energy, Jio-
bp and Shell aren't able to
absorb. A few petrol pumps

of Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL)
and Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) in
states like Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh ran out of
fuel, particularly diesel
after customers of private
retailers shifted to them.

HPCL in a tweet stated
that its pumps in
Rajasthan had seen a near
41 per cent rise in petrol
sales in May over the previ-
ous month and 32 per cent
in diesel while sales of pri-
vate companies fell 10.5 per
cent and 30 per cent, re-
spectively.

In Madhya Pradesh, the
petrol sales rose 40.6 per
cent and diesel by 46.1 per
cent as compared to a 4.3
per cent and 29.5 per cent
drop in private fuel retail-
ers. BPCL too has wit-
nessed a similar volume
surge in these states.

"In the past few days,
some areas have reported a
big increase in instances of
rush at the PSU retail out-
lets (petrol pumps), leading
to delays and increased
waiting time for cus-
tomers. This has, in turn,
led to speculation of supply
constraints by the public
sector oil marketing com-
panies," the oil ministry
said in a statement.

Petrol pumps in
hinterland go dry
̈ Govt claims 

sufficient supplies 

New Delhi, Jun 15: 

The Union Cabinet has
approved the modalities
for holding 5G spectrum
auctions, and 72097.85
MHz of radio waves will
be put on the block by
July-end, an official re-
lease said on Wednesday.

The Cabinet also decid-
ed to enable the develop-
ment and setting up of
'Private Captive Networks'
to spur a wave of innova-
tion in new-age industry
applications such as ma-
chine-to-machine commu-
nications, Internet of
Things (IoT), Artificial
Intelligence (AI) across au-
tomotive, healthcare, agri-
culture, energy, and other
sectors.

"The Union Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has ap-
proved a proposal of the
Department of
Telecommunications to
conduct spectrum auction
through which spectrum
will be assigned to the suc-
cessful bidders for provid-
ing 5G services to public
and enterprises," the re-
lease said.

A total of 72097.85 MHz
of spectrum with a validi-
ty period of 20 years will
be put to auction to be held
by the end of July, 2022.

Cabinet gives
nod for 5G
auctions

BACK TO SCHOOL

Many a private schools were opened a day earlier and children are made to go inside forming a line before

entering the School premises.
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Raipur, Jun 15: 

The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will vir-
tually inaugurate ‘Shala
Pravesh Utsav’ from his of-
ficial residence at 1:30 pm
tomorrow. This pro-
gramme will be telecast
live online in selected few
main schools. CM will in-
augurate closed 260
schools in Naxal infested
areas of Sukma,
Dantewada, Bijapur and
Narayanpur by pressing a
button. In these schools
around 11,013 children will
get benefitted and in this
highest of 158 School
which will be re-opened in
Bijapur; 97 in Sukma, 4 in
Narayanpur and 1 in
Dantewada district. CM
Baghel will inaugurate the
programme by garlanding
on the photo of
Chhattisgarhi Mahatari

and Swamy Atmanand.
On this occasion CM

will hold talks with the
children and their parents
of the Schools being re-
opened. The School
Education Minister Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam and
Minister in-Charge
Bijapur Kawasi Lakhma
will also address in this
programme. In this pro-
gramme CM will welcome
the students and will also
distribute text-books on-
line.

District-level prog to
start at 3:00 pm:

In this state-wide ‘Shala
Pravesh Utsav’, after the
main programme, the
District –level ‘Pravesh
Utsav’ will start at 3:00 pm.
In this the newly admitted

school children will be dis-
tributed sweets, applied
with ‘gulal’ and will be dis-
tributed text-books. The
guests will inform benefi-
ciaries about various
schemes and benefits from
‘Mahatari Dular Yojana’,
‘Cycle distribution’, spe-
cial institutions for differ-
ently able children and
symbolic distribution of
scholarship will be done.
In this programme the dis-
trict and block-level offi-

cers, Principals of ‘shala
Sankul’ will apprise the
parents about the work
plan prepared to better the
quality of education from
this session. In this select-
ed children will present
cultural programme and
then discussions will be
held between parents and
school management com-
mittee members.

It is notable here that
based upon the demand of
the community in the four
Naxal-affected districts,
the state government has
taken initiative and decid-
ed to restart 260 schools. In
this regard, the Collectors
of four Naxal-affected dis-
tricts – Narayanpur,
Dantewada, Bijapur and
Sukma have been directed
by the School Education
Department to complete
the preparations at their
level.

CM to inaugurate closed
260 schools online today

In Naxal infested areas under ‘Shala Pravesh Utsav’

 11,013 students to 

benefit in these schools

Raipur, Jun  15: 

Director General of
Police Ashok Juneja re-
viewed the law and order
situation in the state and
effective crime prevention
in a meeting organized
through video conferenc-
ing at the Police
Headquarters today.
Inspector General of
Police of all ranges and
Superintendents of Police
of all districts of the state
attended the meeting.

DGP Mr. Juneja re-
viewed in detail the action
taken against operators of

chit fund companies and
work being done to get
back money of the in-
vestors duped by chit fund
companies as per the in-
structions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
He directed the officials
concerned to take swift ac-
tion in these cases.

Besides, Mr. Juneja direct-
ed to take stern action
against the criminals in-
volved in drug trafficking,
theft, robbery and knife
crimes to curb related
crimes in the state. He also
directed to ensure effective
action under the relevant
Act against those involved

activities like gambling, il-
legal betting and sale of il-
licit liquor.

While reviewing the
control of property related
crimes, violent crimes,
crime against women and
children in all the dis-
tricts, DGP Juneja said
that strict action should be

taken against the accussed
to control the related
crimes.

Inquiring about the law
and order situation in all
the districts of the state,
Juneja directed the offi-
cers to take all necessary
measures and action to
maintain social harmony
in the state. He directed to
take preventive action
against criminals and
goons in the state and take
effective action to reduce
social crime, gambling,
betting and sale of illicit
liquor.

Additional Director
General of Police Mr.
Vivekanand Sinha, Mr.
Himanshu Gupta,
Inspector General of
Police Intelligence Mr.
Anand Chhabra and sen-
ior officers of Police
Headquarters were pres-
ent on the occasion.

DGP reviewes law and order situation and crime prevention in state
 Reviewed the

progress of action

taken against the

operators of chit

fund companies

Raipur, Jun 15:

The Hackathon compe-
tition in the name of
‘Hack-Manthan’ was inau-
gurated in the chief pres-
ence of DGP of State
Ashok Juneja and special
guest on the occasion was
Diector IIIT Pradeep
Sinha and head of
Technical Services
Pradeep Gupta and Addl.
DGP. It is notable here
that in order to find out
solutions to technical sub-
jects of the state police,
Chhattisgarh Police along
with IIIT is holding
Hackathon in the name of
‘Hack-Manthan’.

Addl. DGP (technical

services)  Kavi Gupta in-
formed that in this
month-long competition,
a total of 460 teams of
technical institutions
from all over the country
related to IT viz. IITs,
NITs, IIITs  will be taking
part. It is based upon the
applications accepted , in
the first leg from June 13-
20 the participants will
make efforts to find out
solution to problem state-
ments through coding.
After the first round of

the competition, a total of
12 teams will be short-list-
ed for the final round and
the final round will be
held at Hotel Marriot on
June 29 and in this the se-
lected teams will give
presentation of the solu-
tions prepared by them. It
is based upon this compe-
tition that the top three
teams will be finalized
and will be paid cash
prize of Rs 80000; Rs 40000
and Rs 20000 each.

In this regard DGP

Ashok Juneja informed
that now time has come
more and more use of
technology is done in
policing and make it
ultra-modern, so as to put
effective check on technol-
ogy based cyber crimes.

Technology services
Chief Pradeep Gupta,
Addl. DGP informed that
in order to make the
Hack-Manthan more rele-
vant and interesting, the
problem statements being
faced in the day-to-day

policing have been includ-
ed in this competition.
The track-1 includes- solu-
tion for tracking cryp-
tocurrency based transac-
tions; Track-2-
Upgradation of feeds
from CCTV cameras for
policing; Track-3 -filtering
and speech emotion
recognition of the emer-
gency calls through Dial
112; Track-4-Analysis of
Crime Data.

Asst. DGP (Technical
Services) Manish Sharma

informed that they have
received good response
for this national-level
competition and more
than 1200 applicants have
sent their applications so
far and this speaks of suc-
cess of this competition.
In this competition, com-
bined efforts are being
made joining hands with
the corporate sector.

Director IIIT Pradeep
Sinha informed that this
is first of its kind pro-
gramme being organized
by the Police Department
and IIIT and held the need
to organize such competi-
tions in the near future as
well. At the inaugural
function, senior police of-
ficers of the Police Hq’s,
entire staff from the tech-
nical department,
Professors and students
from IIIT and participants
were present in large
number.

Police deptt and IIIT to organize ‘Hack-Manthan’
 Total 460 teams 

from top technology

institutes like NIT,

IIT, IIIT to participate

Raipur, Jun 15: Fire
broke out in the city’s gov-
ernment college viz. Pt.
Jawaharlal Nehru Medical
College on Wednesday af-
ternoon. The fire broke
out in lecture hall-1 and
this created sensation. All
the students present were
safely taken out and the
fire-brigade was also call
and the fire was brought
under control well on
time. The exact reasons be-
hind the fire breaking out
could not be known till the
writing of these lines. It is
due to prompt action on
part of the College staff
that a major mishap was

averted due to this fire. As
per information in this the
fire broke out in the lec-
ture hall No. 1 of the
Medical College when the
students were waiting for
lecture in the hall. All of
sudden they found smoke
emitting from the AC and
the fire broke out all of
sudden. At that time
around 40 students were
sitting in the hall and they
were all taken out safely.
On getting information
about fire breaking out the

College staff first pull
down the main electricitiy
supply line of the College
and this prevented a major
mishap. Though there was
minor loss to the plastic
false ceiling in the hall due
to burning of the wires.
Meanwhile the Dean
Medical College has given
responsibility of conduct-
ing inquiry into the fire to
JNM administration and
they will find out the rea-
sons behind the fire and
submit report soon.

Fire breaks out in hall 
No.1 of Medical College

 40 students sitting 
to attend lecture
safely taken out

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1155::  The meeting of
the Mayor in Council of Raipur
Municipal Corporation will be
held on June 16 from 12 noon. In
the meeting, development works
done during the tenure of two
and a half years of MIC, upcom-
ing action plan, revenue recov-
ery, work done in wards, budget,
measures to eliminate the mos-
quitoes in the city, illegal ploting,
pension case and  waterlogging.
Discussions will be held on the

cleaning of drains prior to  the
rains. RK Dongre, Secretary,
Municipal Corporation said that
on the orders of RMC Mayor
Aiyaz Dhebar, the information of
the meeting has been issued by
the Municipal Secretariat. The
meeting will be held in the meet-
ing room located on the third
floor of the corporation head-
quarters building. All MIC mem-
bers have been asked to be pres-
ent in the meeting.  

RMC Mayor-in-Council
meeting today

Development works to be discussed

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1155::

The ‘Nav Sankalp Shivir’ of
DCC Raipur (Rural) was held
at party’s HO in Rajiv Bhavan
with objectives to strengthen
the organisation and to pass
on the state government’s
policies and news about its
development works to the
masses. After successful
organisation of ‘Nav Sankalp
Shivir’ in Udaipur, it was under
guidance of PCC that the
same camp was organised
under leadership of DCC
Raipur (rural) President
Udhoram Verma and Raipur
district in-charge Rajendra
Sahu here on Wednesday. On
this occasion former state
president and MLA Abhanpur
Bhupendra Sahu and District
President DCC Raipur (rural)
Udhoram Verma hoisted the
party’s flag and performed
national song and state song
and inaugurated the camp.
Minister Ravindra Choubey

said that the false propoganda
by the BJP should be brought
into open and made an appeal
to do lot of hard work in order
to bring back the government
in the state in next VS and also
make preparations for LS
seats.

Minister for urban adminis-
tration Dr Shiv Kumar Daharia
reminded the party workers
about the significant contribu-
tion made by the Congress
government in the country’s
freedom struggle and the
development works after its

Independence. Former State
President and MLA Abhanpur
Dhanendra Sahu said that it
should be an honour that we
all are members of Congress
party. The leaders of the party
have given valuable contribu-
tion in the freedom struggle
and in carrying out massive
development right after
Independence. He charged
that these days the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre is try-
ing to malign the image of for-
mer PM Late Pt. Jawahar Lal
Nehru and Father of Nation

Mahatma Gandhi through
social media platforms and
asked all the remain on the
alert. MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma said that more and
more general public should be
associated with the party and
strengthen the organisation.
Chairman State Mineral
Development Corpoation
Girish Dewangan said that it is
through foot-march, social,
political and other samitis
efforts should  be made to
associate more and more
workers.  PCC general secy.

Amarjeet Chawla raised ques-
tion on the action taken by ED
against Rahul Gandhi and the
works done to distract people
through high inflation and
unemployment.

Rajya Sabha MP Chhaya
Verma, MLA Anita Sharma, ex-
Mayor and Raipur LS MP can-
didate in last elections
Pramod Dubey, ex-MLA Janak
Ram Verma, general secy.
Chandrashekhar Shukla also
addressed the gathering.

The programme was con-
ducted by Rajendra Sahu gen-
eral secy and in-Charge DCC
Raipur (rural) and vote of
thanks was proposed by
District Panchayat President
Domeshwari Verma. It was
attended by Guru Khushwant
Sahu, Pankaj Sharma, Dwarika
Sahu, Pappu Rajendra
Banjare, DCC V-Ps, general
secretaries, BCC Presidents,
Janpad presidents and heads
of all the cells of Congress at
district-level.

‘Nav Sankalp Shivir’ of DCC Raipur (rural) held

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1155::  

Krishna Public School bright-
ened its campus with lots of
beautiful dance performances
in the recently held event
“Kaushal Mahotsav Fusion”,
where students from different
age groups from 5 to 19 and
above participated in National
Dance Competition. Around 140
students participated in Kaushal
Mahotsav Fusion in Semi classi-
cal, western, bollywood and folk
dance within categories solo,
duet and group.  The pro-

gramme inaugurated with a
lighting lamp and greeting to all
participants and parents along
with judges. 

KPS Executive Director
Ashutosh Tripathi, Principal
Priyanka Tripathi were the spe-
cial guest of honour for this
event. Renowned Finger Insect
(Member of Tatting India)
Shashank Vishwakarma,
Classical Dancer and ICCR Panel
Artist Shweta Naik and
Chhattisgarh Representative in
India for Hip Hop Dancing
Ashish Deshmukh were present

in the judgment panel.  Out of
140 students across the nation
Smaira Agrawal in Bollywood
(Senior) Category, Apeksha
Sanghi in Semi-classical (Junior)
category, Sampurna Roy
Choudhary in Semi-Classical
(Senior) category, Rishi Singh
Western Solo (Open) category,
Aryan & Arshita Western (Duet)
category and H Boys Crew
Western (Group) Senior catego-
ry were Star Performers and
winners of the competition.
Dance Gurus Sangeeta Kapse,
Anjani Thakur, Johnson, Rakesh
Rameteke, Kamlesh Markam,
Khushi Jain, Swapnil Premdas
Shyam Kunwar, and Chandani
were felicitated “Guru
Samman” from Chhattisgarh.
Mangesh sir, Pawan sir, Somu
sir and Anand sir were awarded
“Guru Samman” from Nagpur. 
The event concluded with prize
distribution and group photo-
graphs of participants. 

KPS Kaushal Mahotsav Fusion concludes
with mesmerizing performances
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Bhilai, Jun 15: World
Blood Donor Day is celebrat-
ed on June 14th every year.
A Blood donation camp was
organised at the Blood bank
of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
JLN Hospital and Research
Centre's to mark World
Blood Donor Day.

The event was inaugurat-
ed with blood donating by
KK Singh, ED (P & A) and
Dr SK Issar, ED (M & HS).
The Blood Bank Centre at
JLNH RC that has been op-
erational since many years
is one of the most important
sections rendering valuable

services for many decades.
SAIL-BSP has been encour-
aging more and more people
to come forward to donate
blood by publicising the
merits of blood donation
and the important role that

donors can play in saving
lives. JLNHRC's Blood Bank
has recorded 3549, 4271, 2982,
2344 and 2264 units of blood
donation in years 2017, 18,
19, 20 and 2021. In the years
2017, 18, 19, 20 and 2021, as

many as 5618, 7937, 4473, 3256
and 2999 units of blood were
issued including RBC and
components. Besides the
large volume of blood col-
lected, a large number of
tests are carried out every

year at blood bank.
Throughout the year, blood
is given to Thalassemia,
Sickling and Dialysis pa-
tients on non-replacement
basis. Close attention is paid
to screening of blood donat-

ed to prevent any infection.
While qualified doctors and
efficient technologists keep
a close watch, among the
checks in place are Internal
Controls & Kit Acceptance
tests being conducted,
Antisera Quality control
done routinely for better
performance, Equipment
Calibration & proper main-
tenance and Sterility check
and QC of each product pre-
pared in Blood Centre. In
March 2019, ID NAT or
Individual Donor Nucleic
Acid Testing machine was
installed. The ID NAT ma-
chine helps in detecting
even low dose of infection

and is an advanced test
which prevents transmis-
sion of infection. As many
as 2461 and 2342 ID NAT
tests have been carried out
in 2020 and 2021.

JLN HRC's blood bank
centre played an important
role during the period when
dengue spread in 2018.
Platelets were separated
and issued for all patients
who needed it. As many as
3663 units of blood and
blood products were donat-
ed during Dengue wave in
August and September 2018.
More than 1800 platelet
units were used for dengue
patients in 2018.

114 missing mobile phones 
recovered; handed over to owners

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 15: Durg
Police have searched and
recovered 114 nos missing
mobile phones from differ-
ent districts of the state.
Total value of the recov-
ered mobile phones is
around Rs 30 lakhs. The re-
covered devices were
handed over to the con-
cerned owners during a
simple function held at the
Police Control Room in
Sector 6 on Wednesday.

It needs to be mentioned
here that on the instruc-
tions of the Inspector
General of Police (Durg
Range) Badri Narayan
Meena, the Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit (ACCU)
was entrusted with the
task of recovering the
missing mobile phones of
the people who have
lodged reports at various
police stations.

Under the guidance of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
and DSP (Crime) Nassar
Siddiqui, the Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit led by
Inspector Santosh Mishra
conducted a special drive
and traced the missing
mobile phones which
were being used by other
people in different loca-
tions of the state. ACCU
tried to trace all the miss-
ing mobile phones as per
the applications received
from the owners during

the year 2021-2022.
Anti Crime and Cyber

Unit worked with dedica-
tion and commitment and
managed to trace 114 lost
mobile phones which
were being used by other
people in Durg, Bhilai,
Rajnandgaon, Balod,
Bemetara and Raipur. 114
nos missing / lost mobile
phones of various brands
worth about Rs 30 lakh
were recovered. The
handsets were distributed
to the concerned appli-
cants. Anti Crime and

Cyber Unit did an appre-
ciable task by recovering
such a large quantity of
mobile phones. On the in-
structions of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, the list
of IMEI numbers of re-
covered mobiles will be
uploaded on the social
media account (Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter) of
Durg Police, so that the
concerned mobile owners
can collect their mobile
from Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit Office located
in Sector 3.

BSP conducts extensive 
anti-encroachment drive in township 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 15: In compli-
ance with an order passed
by the Estate Court, one of
the biggest anti-encroach-
ment drives was conducted
in Bhilai Township on
Wednesday. The
Enforcement Department
assisted by officials of
other concerned depart-
ments removed over 70 ille-
gal shops / vends in a sin-
gle day. The illegal struc-
tures were bulldozed with-
in two hours in the morn-
ing.

The Town Services
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant is continuously tak-
ing action against the ille-
gal occupants and land
mafia. In this sequel, the
Estate Court had passed a

decree for removing illegal
vends / shops from various
spots of Bhilai Township.
The Enforcement Wing of
the Town Services
Department swung into ac-
tion on Wednesday morn-
ing for executing the decree
passed by Estate Court. The
anti-encroachment drive
began at 05:30 hrs from
Supela Square in presence
of Executive Magistrate,
SHOs of Kotwali and
Bhatti Police Stations and
heavy police force. About 70
illegal roadside vends /
shops were bulldozed till

07:30 hrs. All the illegal
vends of plastic items,
clothes, fruits, etc located
between Supela Square to
Sector Bhilai Vidyalaya
Square were removed.

The shops as well as the
vehicles of shoppers
caused traffic congestion
on this road. Accidents
were frequently occurring
on this road due to illegal
vends. On the orders of the
Estate Court, BSP demol-
ished all illegal shops and
made this road free from il-
legal occupants. It needs to
be mentioned here that on

June 6, 17 illegal shops
were demolished by BSP at
Civic Center next to the
Nehru Art Gallery.
Enforcement Department,
Land Department, General
Section and Revenue
Department jointly con-
ducted the drive. Under the
special campaign being run
by BSP against the illegal
occupants and land mafia,
over 400 quarters have been
freed from illegal occu-
pants. Further, land worth
crores has been freed from
encroachers and land
mafia.

Open Recruitment drives at SRGI 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 15: Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions (SRGI) has or-
ganised an open campus
drive for students of
Polytechnic & ITI final
year, 2021 & 2022 pass out.
It is a golden chance for ed-
ucated youth of the region
to get quality jobs in ten
companies among eight
leading core industries,
which have 600 plus vacan-
cies. Many major compa-
nies from Chhattisgarh,
Uttarakhand, Delhi &
Maharashtra will be visit-
ing SRGI for the job fair.

Pre-Registration is
mandatory for the drive.
GM (T&P) Abhishek Soni
explained that the drive
will be  highly anticipated
by students from Bilaspur,
Dhamtari, Kanker,
Khairagarh, Ambikapur
and many other regions.

The pupils of Bhilai &

Durg campuses of 'Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions'(SRGI) are
readily getting absorbed
into various quality estab-
lishments owing to their
versatile talent.

Continuing the series of
placements this season
many students from 2021
pass out and the current
2022 batch were placed in
various top tier compa-
nies such as Simplex,
ACC, Jayaswal Neco,
Maxion Wheels, Polyrub
Cooper, Birla White, SIS-
COL  etc. Recently a poly-
technic student
Mohammad Kalim got
placed in Oula Steel,
Kuwait at a package of 11
lakhs/annum.

The placement depart-
ment of SRGI explains
that in the present eco-
nomic atmosphere, the
core sector demands a lot
of skilled employees.
Diploma and graduate en-

gineers can find umpteen
opportunities in such com-
panies.

Director Saket Rungta
says that so far more than
200 students have received
job offers through place-
ment drives in the current
season & as many as 48
companies from all over
India have visited SRGI for
campus recruitment. This
chain of placements will
be ever continuing and
students need not be very
anxious because opportu-
nities are growing rapidly.

SRGI's top management
including Sanjay Rungta
(Chairman,SRGI), Saket
Rungta (Director), Mohd
Shajid Ansari(Asst
Director), Dr Pankaj
Agrawal (Principal, RSR-
RCET), all faculties and
staff have congratulated
students on this marvel-
lous feat and wished job
seekers all the best for fu-
ture campus drives.

BSP's Horticulture & TSD
department plant saplings

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 15: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's
Horticulture and TSD de-
partment employees, in-
cluding Executives and
Non-Executives planted
saplings in the ground next
to Estate office, Maroda on
June 12, 2022. Around 100
saplings of Gulmohar,
Mango, Jamun, Karanj,
and Putranjiva were plant-
ed. The plantation was car-
ried out under the leader-
ship of UK Jha, CGM
(TSD), Sanjay Sharma, GM
(TSD), GK Dubey, GM
(Horticulture) and Dr NK
Jain, DGM (Horticulture).
Lalit Yadav, Rajesh
Sharma, Sandeep Naidu,
Omprakash, Lokesh,
Santosh, Vikas and others

were present on the occa-
sion. It may be recalled that
Horticulture department
carried out plantation ac-
tivities at Bhilai Niwas on
June 04, 2022 in which
around 100 saplings were
planted. Around 300
saplings were planted on
June 05, 2022 on World
Environment day at Siyan
Sadan and near Ruabanda
water tank. Around 50
saplings were planted in
the campus of Officer's
Association by its mem-
bers on June 05, 2022. All
these saplings have been
planted by the internal re-
sources of BSP's Town
Services department.
Every year, SAIL-BSP also
carries out plantation ac-
tivities in association with
Van Vikas Nigam.

5500 Narva structures all set to reserve rain water

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 15: More
than 5500 structures built
in the district under the
state government's ambi-
tious Narva Project are
all set to reserve the rain
water and thereby in-
crease the level of under-
ground water. Due to
these structures, the
Narvas (seasonal water
channels in rural areas)
will be able to hold the
rain water for a longer
period.

The authorities are ex-
pecting a rise in under-
ground water level by
five to six inches this
Monsoon. About fifteen
thousand workers have
worked to complete 68
DPRs of 196 drains with-
in seven months. Now
the work is nearing com-
pletion. The work in all
the Narvas will be com-
pleted in the coming cou-
ple of days.

District Panchayat

CEO Ashwini Dewangan
informed that the first
phase of Narva Project
had succeeded in increas-
ing the water level by five
to six inches in the vil-
lages located near the
Narvas. This year, 5500
structures have been pre-
pared and 200 structures
have been repaired.

A big initiative has
been taken for water con-
servation through this
project. Dewangan fur-

ther informed that on the
instructions of Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, the work has been
done on making struc-
tures inside the Narvas
in the second phase.

The previous phase
targeted the banks of
Narvas as well as the de-
silting of water channels.
The major drains cov-
ered in the second phase
include Gajra,
Khurmudi, Daimar and

Lumati nullas. It is worth
mentioning that Chief
Minister Bhupesh

Baghel had also inspect-
ed the Narva work being
done in the Khummuri

Nullah and instructed
the officials to complete
the work soon.

Second phase of Narva project nearing completion 

Structures will slow down the water flow 
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel's Narva Scheme is mainly based on

the scientific fact of ground water recharge. If the rain water flows
off swiftly, the ground is unable to absorb it properly. If the water
flow is reduced, the ground gets more time to absorb water. It is
often seen that the water level in drains rises and falls down very fast
during rains. With the construction of structures on Narvas, the
speed of water flow will be reduced to a great extent. This will help in
recharging the underground water. Another significant aspect is that
the structures are constructed inside the drain itself and there is no
need of acquiring additional land for water conservation. 

Enthusiastic 
results expected in

coming years 
After the completion

of Narva treatment,
the first year yielded
good results. As the
groundwater recharge
is a gradual process,
the second year (2022)
is likely to get better re-
sults. Higher percent-
age of water recharge
is expected this year. It
is being anticipated
that if the monsoon is
good, then the water
level will increase by
five inches. The author-
ities are expecting
more enthusiastic re-
sults in the coming
years. They claim that
the farmers will get
enough water for the
Rabi crop as well.

Encroachments removed from NH Service Lane 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 15: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation re-
moved encroachments
from 71 spots on the
Service Road of National
Highway on Wednesday.
Further, the scrap vehicles
parked on the service road
were seized and fine was
imposed on haphazardly
parked vehicles. BMC
Commissioner Prakash
Surve monitored the anti-
encroachment drive.

On Wednesday, Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
took a major action
against encroachments
and illegal occupants on
NH Service Road between
Nehru Nagar Bharat Mata
Square to Power House
Square. Encroachments
were razed from 71 spots.
On the instructions of the
District Administration, a
joint team of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation

and Traffic Police razed
the illegal structures, sign
boards, kiosks, etc as well
as took action against the
vehicles parked on the
road. Some of the scrap ve-
hicles lying on the road-
side were seized.

BMC Commissioner
Prakash Surve monitored
the eviction drive and gave
necessary instructions to
the officers. The BMC
team collected a fine of Rs
12000 from 13 people for ob-

structing the road. Two
JCBs and three dumpers
and other vehicles were de-
ployed in the drive.

Assistant Revenue
Officer Parmeshwar
Chandrakar, Balkrishna
Naidu, Jagannath Tiwari
and Malkhan Singh Sori
conducted the eviction
drive. The Traffic Police
team initially gave warn-
ings on loud speakers to re-
move the haphazardly
parked vehicles. When the

owners did not remove the
vehicles, plenary action
was taken against them.
The drive would be con-
ducted regularly in future
as well.

It needs to be mentioned
here that as the monsoon
is round the corner, BMC
has to clean the drains
running along the service
lane of National Highway
to prevent water logging of
roads. The illegal struc-
tures and kiosks were

causing obstacles in this
task. Further the haphaz-
ardly parked vehicles on
the service lane were caus-
ing traffic congestion.

Traffic jams were fre-
quently occurring at sever-
al spots and the beauty of
the city was also getting
spoiled due to illegal struc-
tures. This anti-encroach-
ment drive was a part of
the efforts being made to
reduce the traffic pressure
on the Service Road.

p Over 70 illegal 
shops bulldozed 

Blood Donation Camp organised at JLNH&RC
Poster Competition 

organised, Skit staged 
A Poster competition was or-

ganised by M & HS Dept in OPD
block of JLNHRC on June 13,
2022. Students of Nursing col-
leges took part actively in the
competition. The theme of the
competition was the importance
of Blood donation and removing
fear or any apprehensions in gen-
eral public about donating blood.
A skit was also performed by
Nursing students on 'Blood dona-
tion'. It depicted the need for
safe blood and blood products for
transfusion, and highlighted the
critical contribution that volun-
tary, unpaid blood donors make
to national health systems. 
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DDhhaammttaarrii,,  JJuunn  1155::  A public
awareness rally was taken out
on occasion of World Blood
Donation day from District
Hospital, Dhamtari and it
passed through Makai Chowk to
Golebazar and then finally con-
cluded at District Hospital. 

This awareness rally was
taken out under guidance of
CHMO and Secretary Indian
Red Cross Society Dr DK Turre
and under leadership of District
organiser Dr Shailendra Gupta.

Through this rally people, an ap-
peal was made to people pres-
ent in large number to donate
blood on occasion of World
Blood Donation Day on June 14
through the blood donation
camp. Along with this slogans
were raised that 'blood dona-
tion is the most sacred of all do-
nations'. On this occasion Dr
Turre highlighted on the bene-
fits of blood donation and said
that by doing so, one can con-
trol weight, save one from heart
attack and it develops more of
Red Blood Cells.
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Dongargarh, Jun 15: It
was without informing
to villagers of Gram
Daragaon dependent
upon Gram Panchayat
Lendra that the Patwari
and RI carried out de-
marcation of land. On
this villagers in large
number reached Tehsil
office and lodged com-
plaint with the
Tehsildar and demand-
ed re-demarcation of
land.

Duringi complaint
with the Tehsildar, MLA
rep- Kamlesh Verma,
Fattu Verma, Janpad
member rep Raju
Verma, Gram Patel
Hemrai, Panch Govind
Verma, Duvas Ram,
Gunesh Vema, Vishnu
Verma, Praveen Verma,
Sabali Ram, Gokul
Verma, Narrotam
Verma, Amrutlal,
Umeshwar Verma,
Hukumchand, Hemlal,
Choun Singh, Sanju
Verma and others in-
formed that a farmer
Vishwanath Verma, S/o
Pushuram Verma of

Gram Daragaon
(Kolendra) got the de-
marcation done and in
this the Patwari and RI
got it done without the
presence of other vil-
lagers having land near-
by and took decision in
favour of Vishwanath
and gave the border area

of pond (Medh) to
Vishwanath. After this
Vishwanath sold out the
trees on the border area
(Medh) of the pond, de-
spite the fact that it is
government pond and
this has led great deal of
annoyment among the
villagers.
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Mandir Hasoud, Jun 15:
The building of the
Government Middle School
in Gram Panchayat
Navagaon (Khuteri) in
Naya Raipur sector-1-2, near
the National Highway (NH),
is in dilapidated condition.
The plaster of the slab and
the wall keep falling in the
Class 6 to 8th and one can
very easily see the iron
rods. Even the walls of this
building are in very bad
shape.

Now the schools are re-
opening from June 16 and so
far no additional building

has been taken on rent to
run the school. At the same
time the responsible offi-
cers from the School
Education department and
NRDA are aware of the
same and about which the
Sarpanch of Gram
Panchayat Bhuneswar Yadu
and former Sarpanch have
apprised them many a
times earlier, but it was in

vein. Proposal for selecting
an additional building too
has been sent, but no action
taken so far. The govern-
ment and local administra-
tion in the state keeps
changing, but the problems
remain the same and even
after apprising the responsi-
ble officers about their prob-
lem, they take stock of it,
but fails to take any serious

and prompt action.
One of the main reasons

behind it can be the fact that
it the children of the poor
people from villages who
are studying in the school
and those from the elite and
business community go to
private schools having all
the best of the amenities.
BJYM general secretary
Mahesh Yadu said that

that Nava Raipur is still an
untapped area with massive
network of roads and other
facilities, but the villagers
of the villages in this area
are deprived of even basic
education and health facili-
ties. At one place where the
plaster of the School is peel-

ing off in the School build-
ing, on the other, the condi-
tion of studies and teaching
in school is falling each day
and it may fall during forth-
coming rains and then who
will be held responsible for
the same.

On the other hand, the
villagers want reply from
the local administration
and government as to
whether they will have to
send their children for stud-
ies in such dilapidated
school buildings. Sarpanch
Bhuneswar Yadu informed
that he has informed about
it to the senior officers of
the School Education
Department and NRDA in
writing, but so far no action
has been taken, despite the
fact that officials have taken
stock of it just few days
back.
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p In Gram Panchayat
Navagaon (Khuteri) 
in Nava Raipur

p With opening of school
tomorrow, no alternative
arrangements made so far

School building in dilapidated condition Public awareness rally taken out

Villagers lodge complaint against Patwari, RI
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Raipur, Jun 15: 

It was a routine evening
on June 10 after the day’s
training exercise at the
NDRF’s regional response
centre (RRC) in Bhilai
town of Chhattisgarh.

While some disaster re-
sponse personnel were
resting, some others were
busy on their phones
when suddenly their com-
manding officer got a call
from a police official of
Janjgir-Champa district. It
was not a usual call for re-
sponse towards natural
calamities like floods, but
for the rescue of an 11-
year-old boy who fell into
an unused borewell in
Pihrid village of the dis-
trict, located over 250 km
from Bhilai.

The third battalion of
National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF),
headquartered in
Mundali, Cuttack (Odisha)
played a vital role in the
rescue of the child from
the borewell which accom-
plished on Tuesday night
after 104 hours he fell into
it. The battalion’s unit sta-
tioned in the RRC centre

Bhilai for looking after
Chhattisgarh, was called
up for the operation.

An official of the NDRF,
whose personnel were at
the forefront of the rescue
operation to save Rahul
Sahu who fell into the
borewell in the backyard
of his house, said tears
rolled down the eyes of the
rescuers when they saw
the minor through a tun-
nel hole of a parallel pit.
Being stuck at a depth of
around 60-feet below the
surface, he was finally res-
cued late Tuesday night.

Talking to PTI on
Wednesday, Inspector of
the battalion in the
Bhilai’s centre, Mahabir
Mohanty said, “I got a call
from a police official from
Janjgir-Champa at 5.35 pm
on June 10, who sought

our help to evacuate a
child from the borewell.”

The squad of 22 person-
nel headed by Mohanty
immediately packed their
equipment and left for the
site at around 6 pm. Ten
others joined later.

On the way to the site,
Mohanty did not waste
any time and got connect-
ed via a video call with the
district administration
and police officials, who
were at the spot, and
briefed them about the
standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs).

“I asked the officials on
video call to first clear the
crowd from the spot and
then insert an oxygen sup-
ply pipe and a light inside
the borewell. I also told the
official to tell the child’s
family members to keep

talking to the boy from the
mouth of the borewell for
moral support,” he said.

“We reached the spot
around 11 pm (on Friday)
and launched our opera-
tion. Meanwhile, the local
administration had
arranged the required ma-
chinery and a team of
SDRF had also reached
there,” he said.

The NDRF joined the op-
eration. A CCTV camera
and speaker were inserted
inside the borewell to
monitor the child and give
commands to him. There
was water inside the
borewell, so wasting no
time the NDRF asked the
officials to tell villagers to
switch on their borewells
to maintain the ground
water level, he said.

The child being mental-

ly weak was a major chal-
lenge before the rescuers
as he was not responding
properly to our com-
mands. Otherwise, he
could have been pulled up
using a rope with a hook
attached to it, he said.

“Another thing that wor-
ried us was the presence of
a snake and scorpion in-
side the borewell. It was
visible on the monitor con-
nected to the camera. We
informed the medical
team stationed there about
it, which gave necessary

medicines to the child
through ORS,” he said.

The child was provided
bananas and ORS using a
rope, he said.

A parallel pit, around 75
feet deep, was dug nearby
borewell and then a 20 feet
long horizontal tunnel was
created to reach the child,
he said. “The rescuers did
not even sleep or take
bath. They continued
working during the 102
hour-long rescue opera-
tion. It was expectations of
the public who were stand-

ing there day and night
that encouraged us to
work relentlessly,” he said.
“Tears rolled down the
eyes of the rescuers as
soon as they saw the child
through a hole in the last
phase of the tunnel cre-
ation. We thought as if it
was our child and from the
last five days we were try-
ing to save him,” 40-year-
old Mohanty said, adding
that he has been getting
greeting calls from all over
the country. “No such inci-
dent has been earlier re-

ported in Chhattisgarh
and Odisha. Though we
are well-trained in han-
dling all kinds of emergen-
cies, for the first time my
team did such an opera-
tion,” Mohanty said.

The Army jawans and a
12 member team from
SECL’s Gevra, Kusmunda
and Manendragarh coal
mines also assisted in res-
cue operation.

The rescuers faced a
major challenge in creat-
ing a tunnel while cutting
the undersurface hard
dolomite rocks. Generally
in mining activity blasting
is used to break hard rocks
but in this case it was not
possible keeping in view
the safety of the child.
Initially we used a trolley
mounted drilling machine
and later the excavation
was done both with hand
drilling machines and
manually while maintain-
ing maximum precaution,
he said.

Sarpanch of Pihrid vil-
lage Kiran Kumar
Dahariya, said that al-
though the administration
did not ask for any kind of
major support from them,
the villagers voluntarily
arranged two times meal
and breakfast for the res-
cuers during the opera-
tion.

‘Rahul Sahu was safely rescued 
from a borewell after 104 hrs’

‘Rescuers had tears of joy when they finally saw through tunnel hole the boy trapped in borewell’

 Nation’s biggest
rescue operation is
successful

While the roads were rocky and tortuous,
our courage was even mightier:  Baghel

RRaaiippuurr::  Trapped in a borewell in village Pihrid of Malkharauda Development Block in Janjgir-
Champa, the 11-year-old Rahul Sahu was rescued successfully. The Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel prayed for his speedy recovery. Rahul has been taken to the Apollo Hospital in Bilaspur
through a green corridor for his health evaluation. The Chief Minister said that Rahul showed
extraordinary courage while being trapped in a borewell for almost 105 hours. This rescue oper-
ation was quite challenging, and the rescue groups conducted the operation with patience,
courage, and intelligence. Mr. Baghel said that every team involved in the operation including
NDRF, SDRF, SECL, Chhattisgarh Police, Indian Army, Medical groups, and administrative officers
have collectively accomplished making this operation of rescuing Rahul a huge success with their
dedication and hard work. While expressing his happiness at the successful rescue of Rahul from
the borewell, the Chief Minister Baghel tweeted, “Yes, the challenge was difficult, but our team
was always ready to handle it. While the roads were rocky, our courage was even mightier.” He
said that everyone’s prayers and the dedication of the rescue team have led to the safe rescue of
Rahul. We wish for the speedy recovery and sound health of the child. The Chief Minister said
that he was personally concerned about the difficult situation faced by Rahul and his family. He
was being updated at all times. He had assured Rahul’s parents over a phone call that they will
implement every possible effort to save him. However, this incident has raised an alarm against
the dangers of open borewells. The Chief Minister has instructed the officers to ensure the cov-
ering of such dangerous borewells.

Raipur, Jun 15: 

CAIT  National Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani,
State President Jitendra
Doshi, States Working
President Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state media
incharge Sanjay Choubey
informed  the
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) has wel-
comed the order of the
National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) order for uphold-
ing the penalty of Rs.200
crore imposed by CCI on
Amazon against which the

Amazon appealed in the
NCLAT. “ The order has
proved the dictum “ Truth
always prevail” as right
and gives a strong signal to
one and all that India is
not a banana republic and
the laws are not weak-said
CAIT National Vice
President Mr. Amar
Parwani  & State
President  Mr. Jitendra
Doshi  in a joint statement
while reacting on the
order of the NCLAT. They
further said that any move
to captivate Indian e-com-
merce and retail trade by
anyone will not be suc-
ceeded under any circum-
stances and no second edi-
tion of East India
Company will be allowed
in India.

The National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT)  pronounced its
judgment in the various

appeals filed by Amazon,
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) and others
against the order dated 17
December 2021 passed by
the Competition
Commission of India (CCI
Order), wherein the CCI
held that Amazon had, by
deliberate design, made
false representations, mis-
statements and sup-
pressed material informa-
tion in seeking approval of
the combination for its in-
vestment in Future Retail
Ltd. (FRL). The CCI Order
also imposed penalties of
over Rs. 200 Crores on
Amazon.

The NCLAT has held
that Amazon has in fact
suppressed information
pertaining to the combina-
tion and not disclosed all
the material particulars.
The NCLAT has upheld
the CCI Order and con-

firmed the penalty of Rs.
200 Crores. Amazon has
been directed to file a fresh
notice and pay the penalty
amount within 45 days. A
copy of the judgment is
awaited.

CAIT was represented
by Mr. Krishnan
Venugopal, Senior
Advocate, and Mr.
Saurabh Kirpal, Senior
Advocate. Mr. Venugopal
argued that Amazon’s en-
tire transaction with the
Future Group companies
is based on the intention to
illegally enter physical re-
tail market, take over re-
tail stores owned by
Future Retail Limited (an
Indian multi-brand retail
company), and cut out the
micro, small, medium en-
terprises and retail
traders, a majority of
whom are members of
CAIT.

CAIT  welcomes NCLAT judgment 
Balconagar, Jun 15:

Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited under
the leadership of Manish
Jain extended their ac-
tive support to the rescue
operation of Rahul
Sahu, who is a 10 year old
boy of village Pihrid,
Malkharauda, Janjgir-
Champa.

The rescue operation
was jointly carried out
by the Indian Army,
National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF),
and District
Administration and
BALCO.

Rahul was rescued
from the borewell
through 105 hour long op-
eration of state govern-
ment which started on
June 10, 2 pm and ended
on June 14, 12:00 am.

Team BALCO included
19 members who actively
contributed in ensuring
sufficient supply of es-
sential PPEs, ventilation
pipe, torch helmet, res-
cue harness fire brigade
and life saving kit at the
rescue operation site.
Appreciating the dedicat-
ed efforts of the team,

Abhijit Pati, CEO &
Director, BALCO, said,
“We, at BALCO are com-
mitted to support the
members of our society
and the administration
in such crucial times. I
wish Rahul a speedy re-
covery and extend my
best wishes to his fami-
ly.”

Team BALCO contributes actively
to the rescue operation of Rahul

30 days 
certification course
on Data Analytics to
begin in NIT Raipur

Raipur, Jun 15: NIT
Raipur is organising a
certification course on
Data Analytics - A
Practical Approach in
virtual mode. The course
is being conducted by
Continuing Education
Cell and Department of
Information Technology,
NIT Raipur from June 15
to July 14, 2022.

A total of 170 applica-
tions have been received
from various educational
and industrial institu-
tions across the country.
The course will be taught
online from 5:30 P.M to
6:30 P.M during its dura-
tion of one month.

The course will be over-
seen by Dr. S Ghosh,
Chairman, CEC, Dr.
Mridu Sahu and Dr. G. P.
Gupta, Course
Cordinator.

KKoonnttaa//SSuukkmmaa,,  JJuunn  1155::

In a few days, it will start rain-
ing in the state, during this
time the risk of malaria
increases due to the breeding
of mosquitoes, for its preven-
tion, the ground level officers
should be alert and work with
utmost seriousness. In the
meeting held on Tuesday,
Collector Vineet Nandanwar
said that good efforts have
been made in the last years to
prevent and prevent malaria in
the district, yet all of us should
work seriously to prevent
malaria. He asked to bring
public awareness through
Mitanin and Kotwar to ensure
the use of mosquito nets by the
villagers in rural areas, espe-
cially in areas where there is a
high risk of malaria. Along
with this, instructions were
also given to take special pre-
cautions in the ashram hostels
and to conduct regular check-
ups of the children. While
reviewing the construction
works, Collector Nandanwar
has directed to start the opera-
tion of Purna Ashram hostels
soon so that the children get
convenience as soon as possi-
ble. At the same time, he
asked to send proposals for

electrification in the buildings
to be completed within the
next one month. Entry on the
online portal, Internet facility
in the buildings of Police
Department including Health
Department, Education
Department, Ration Shop,
Tribal Development
Department, Women and Child
Development Department
operating across the district to
facilitate the benefit of online
services to the residents of the
district. All the department
heads have been directed to
install fiber nets. In the meet-
ing, Nandanwar while review-
ing the weekly progress of all
departments gave necessary
directions to the concerned
officers. In order to promote
C-Mart as per the intention of
the government, he asked to
purchase office useful items
from C-Mart itself, so that
women’s groups should be
encouraged. 
PPrroommpptt  aaccttiioonn  oonn  tthhee  aapppplliiccaa--
ttiioonnss  rreecceeiivveedd  dduurriinngg  CCMM  vviissiitt

Department-wise review of dis-
posal of applications received
during the meeting of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
During this, he said that
speedy action should be taken
on the applications which are
being disposed off at the dis-
trict level. At the same time,
inform the state offices for
resolving the cases at the state
level. Along with this, instruc-
tions were also given to take
immediate action regarding
the announcements made by
the Chief Minister during the
program. Nandanwar bluntly
told the heads of departments
in the meeting of the deadline
that it is the responsibility of
the department heads to
ensure the timely attendance
of the officers and employees
in the offices. Surprise
inspection of offices will be
done regularly. Strict action
will be taken against absent
officer employees in case of
non-attendance of office on
time.

Work seriously for the 
prevention of malaria: Collector
 Ensure to 

use mosquito nets

Konta, Jun 15: 

Bastar is changing,
this picture is an exam-
ple in the fight between
the security forces de-
ployed in the Naxal front
and the Naxalites, not
only with weapons, but
this war can also be won
with confidence.

The biggest victory is
to increase the confi-
dence of the tribals of
Bastar in the security
forces. In the picture
the jawans of 165 battal-
ion posted in
Jagargunda area of
????Konta block of
Sukma district, where
awareness and free
health check-up of vil-
lagers was conducted in
the ultra-naxal affected
area.

A public meeting was
organized with the peo-

ple of Jagargunda area
along with 165 Battalion
Central Reserve Police
Force and Chhattisgarh
Police located at
Jagargunda. On this oc-
casion, Commandant of
Central Reserve Police
Force of 165 Battalion
Dharmendra Kumar Jha,
Dr. Prabhat Kumar,
Assistant Commandant
Pawan Kumar, Assistant
Commandant Arvind
Kumar Mishra,
Assistant Commandant
Maruti B. Nayak and
SHO Narendra Dubey
were present.

During this, a detailed
discussion was held re-
garding the security
arrangements of the
area. The youth of the
area were informed
about employment relat-
ed and other welfare
schemes run by the

Government of India.
Discussions were also
held regarding the wel-
fare of the people of
Jagargunda area and
their small development
which is suffering from
Naxal problem. Health
related information was
given to the people espe-
cially women and chil-
dren by Medical Officer
Dr. Prabhat Kumar. The
people of the area were
made aware to prevent
malaria. And during
this free medical advice
and medicines were dis-
tributed to about 120
local people of
Jagargunda. The youth
were motivated to take
active part in sports.
The officers present lis-
tened carefully to the
problems of the people
present on the spot and
fully resolved their prob-
lems as soon as possible.

Proposals were also
made for pre-training the
local youth for recruit-
ment in various Central
Police Forces and State
Police. All the people of
Jagargunda area
thanked 105 Battalion
Central Reserve Police
Force wholeheartedly for
this constructive step.
Snacks were also made
available to all present
villagers and civil police
personnel.

‘Trying to establish peace by faith, not with guns’

Raipur, Jun 15: 

Hidayatullah National
Law University (HNLU)
was honoured with a cer-
tificate of appreciation by
the Governor of
Chhattisgarh Anusuiya
Uikey on behalf of the
Indian Red Cross Society.

The Indian Red Cross so-
ciety held a function to ho-
nour, individuals, corpo-
rates and Institutions who
have undertaken blood do-
nation drive in recent
times. HNLU legal aid
Clinic in the past has con-
ducted blood donation

drive in its campus. Dr.
Balwinder Kaur faculty
and former head of Legal
Aid Clinic at HNLU with a
team of students had con-
tributed to this noble
cause. The Legal Aid
Clinic of HNLU played a
stellar role in mitigating
the migrants problems in
COVID times and proac-
tively involved in pro bono
activities.

Prof.(Dr.) V.C.
Vivekanandan received
the memento and
Certificate of appreciation
from the Hon’ble
Governor with Pranav
Sing, Secretary, IRCS CG
State Branch and Shri
Amrit Xalxo IAS,
Secretary to Governor &
Chairman IRCS, CG State
Branch were present in
the award function.

HNLU receives certificate
of appreciation 

 From Governor 
of Ch’garh on
behalf of the Indian
Red Cross Society



CCaaiirroo,,  JJuunn  1155  ((AAPP)):: Egypt, Israel,
and the European Union on
Wednesday signed a deal to
increase liquified natural gas
sales to EU countries, who aim to
reduce dependence on supply
from Russia as the war in Ukraine
drags on. The deal, stamped in a
five-star Cairo hotel, will see
Israel sending more gas via Egypt,
which has facilities to liquify it for
export via sea, European

Commission chief Ursula von der
Leyen said. What a special
moment, von der Leyen said in a
joint news conference alongside
Egyptian and Israel energy minis-
ters. I very warmly welcome the
signing of this historic agreement.
Last year, the European Union
imported roughly 40% of its gas
from Russia, and due to that has
had difficulty imposing sanctions
on Russia over its ongoing inva-

sion of Ukraine. The Israeli gas
will be brought via a pipeline to
Egypt’s LNG terminal on the
Mediterranean before being
transported on tankers to the
European shores.

Egypt, Israel to boost gas supply to EU amid Ukraine war

Brussels, June 15 (AP):

NATO defense minis-
ters attending a two-day
meeting starting
Wednesday will discuss
beefing up weapons sup-
plies to Ukraine, and
Sweden and Finland’s ap-
plications to join the
trans-Atlantic military al-
liance, Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg said.

The meeting, less two
weeks before a summit of
NATO leaders in Madrid,
comes with Kyiv implor-
ing the West to send more
and heavier weapons to
help fend off Russia’s on-
slaught in eastern
Ukraine.

Allies are committed to
continue providing the
military equipment that
Ukraine needs to prevail,
including heavy weapons

and long-range systems,
Stoltenberg said.

He added that
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
would be invited to ad-
dress the June 29-30
Madrid summit, either in
person or by videoconfer-
ence.

Increased arms sup-
plies can’t come soon
enough for the Ukrainian
forces battling to keep
Russia from taking con-
trol of their country’s in-
dustrial east after more
than 3 months of war.

In his nightly address to
the nation, Zelenskyy
pleaded Tuesday for more
and faster deliveries of
Western arms, specifical-
ly asking for anti-missile
defense systems.

U.S. Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin is hosting a

meeting Wednesday of
about 50 nations at
NATO’s Brussels head-
quarters to discuss
weapons deliveries to
Ukraine.

Ukrainian Deputy
Defense Minister Hanna
Malyar said Tuesday that
the invaded nation’s mili-
tary had received only
around 10% of the
Western weapons it had
requested to create parity
with the Russian army.

No matter how much ef-
fort Ukraine makes, no
matter how professional
our army, without the
help of Western partners
we will not be able to win

this war, Malyar said in a
televised news confer-
ence.

She said Ukraine uses
5,000 to 6,000 artillery
rounds a day, while Russia
uses 10 times more. The
NATO meeting opens
with a working dinner
Wednesday evening at
which ministers will
speak with their counter-
parts from Ukraine, as
well as Georgia, Sweden,
Finland, and the
European Union.

This will be an opportu-
nity for Defense Minister
(Oleksii) Reznikov to up-
date us on what Ukraine
urgently needs.
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YOGA SESSION

Dubai: A unique full-moon yoga session on the terrace of a hospital marking the beginning of the International
Yoga Day celebrations, in UAE. 

BRIEF

Illegal immigrants

Colombo: Sri Lankan
Navy on Wednesday
arrested 64 persons,
who were suspected to
be attempting to ille-
gally migrate from the
country via sea routes,
during a special opera-
tion in the eastern
seas. The Navy inter-
cepted a suspicious
local fishing trawler,
during a patrol off
Trincomalee. After
search, it apprehended
64 persons, believed to
be illegal immigrants
heading to a foreign
country by sea, along
with the fishing
trawler used for the il-
legal activity, a Navy
release said.

Economic forum
Moscow: Organisers
of Russia’s showpiece
investment gathering
are telling foreign par-
ticipants to be sure to
bring cash not neces-
sarily for making in-
vestments, but for
spending money.With
Russia under wide
sanctions after send-
ing troops into
Ukraine, most foreign
bank cards don’t work
in the country. The ad-
vice for those at the St.
Petersburg
International
Economic Forum,
which starts
Wednesday and runs
through Saturday, is a
quiet acknowledgment
of the economic diffi-
culties Russia faces as
it tries to promote it-
self to international
businesses. The atten-
dance list is another
sign of Russia’s uncer-
tain economic
prospects.

Tehran hacking
Tehran (Iran):
Iranian authorities
have arrested a sus-
pect allegedly involved
in a cyber-attack on
the Tehran municipal-
ity’s website, media re-
ported on
Wednesday.The official
IRNA news agency
gave no further details
but said more informa-
tion would be released
later. The semi-official
Tasnim news agency
reported that the sus-
pect worked for the
municipality and had
links to foreign intelli-
gence services.

Earthquakes 
Dubai: Seven earth-
quakes struck off
Iran’s southern Kish
Island on Wednesday,
rattling Dubai and
other areas across the
Persian Gulf. The U.S.
Geological Survey
said six magnitude 4
temblors struck, as
well as one magni-
tude 5.3 off the island
near the strategic
Strait of Hormuz.
Iranian state televi-
sion reported that au-
thorities deployed
rescue teams to the
town of Jenah in
Hormozgan province,
though no damage
and casualties were
initially reported.
Jenah is some 1,080
kilometers south of
the capital, Tehran.

A soldier of Ukraines special
operations unit lays a

Germany-donated DM22
directional anti-tank mine

on a forest road on the
Russian troops potential

way in the Donetsk 
region, Ukraine.

Washington/Islamaba
d, Jun 15 (PTI):
Pakistan’s newly ap-
pointed Ambassador to
the US Masood Khan has
met US President Joe
Biden at the White House
and discussed ways on
building a strong basis
for taking bilateral ties
between the two coun-
tries forward.

Khan visited the White
House for a meet and
greet with President
Biden, an established tra-
dition for newly-appoint-
ed envoys, according to
the Pakistan Embassy in
the US.

The US President and
the Ambassador had a
brief conversation on
building a strong basis
for moving the US-
Pakistan ties forward,
the statement said.

Ambassador Khan was
sent to Washington in
March this year by the

previous Imran Khan
regime amidst lukewarm
bilateral ties, especially
under the Biden adminis-
tration.

Following the ouster of
prime minister Khan in
April, there was some
confusion whether it
would impact Masood
Khan’s appointment.

But on April 19, Khan
received an official com-
munique from the Chief
of Protocol at the US
State Department, en-
dorsing his appointment
as Pakistan’s Working
Ambassador’ in
Washington.

There were
Ambassadors from 46
other countries who were
present on Tuesday for a
photo-op with President
Biden.

The conversation took
place amidst a chill in bi-
lateral ties between
Islamabad and

Washington after Khan,
the 69-year-old cricketer-
t u r n e d - p o l i t i c i a n ,
claimed that he was oust-
ed from power two
months ago through an
alleged US-backed vote of
no-confidence in the
National Assembly.

Khan has claimed that
he was ousted because
Washington did not like
his Russia policy and he
went on to meet Vladimir
Putin in Moscow on the
same day when the
Russian President or-
dered a special military
operation against
Ukraine.

These claims were
strongly refuted by the
US.

The new Pakistan gov-
ernment under Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has made the initial high-
level contact with the
Biden administration
last month.

Pak Ambassador discuss ways to abuild
stronger bilateral ties with Biden

Brussels, Jun 15 (AP):

The European Union is
launching legal action
against the UK in response
to Britain’s unilateral
moves to rip up parts of
the post-Brexit deal be-
tween both sides, officials
said Wednesday,

But the European
Commission, the bloc’s ex-
ecutive branch, insisted it
remained open to finding a
joint solution outside of
the courts. The proposed
UK bill seeks to remove
customs checks on some
goods entering Northern
Ireland from the rest of
the UK. That will override
parts of the trade treaty
that Prime Minister Boris
Johnson signed with the
EU less than two years
ago. The EU believes that
the UK’s unilateral deci-

sion is violating interna-
tional law and is unaccept-
able. European
Commission Vice
President Maro efcovic
told a news conference in
Brussels that he’s willing
to keep talks going with

the U.K. in bringing long-
term certainty to people
and businesses in
Northern Ireland, but in-
sisted solutions should be
found within the so-called
Northern Ireland
Protocol. The protocol is

the part of the Brexit deal
which keeps Northern
Ireland in the EU’s single
market for goods.

efcovic, however, didn’t
exclude imposing tariffs
on U.K. goods in the future
if the dispute can’t be set-
tled.

The 27-nation bloc said
it will restart the infringe-
ment procedure launched
against the U.K. govern-
ment last year after
Britain unilaterally ex-
tended a grace period that
applies to trade on the is-
land of Ireland.

The action had been put
on hold in September 2021
as both parties tried to
find joint solution, but the
EU says it is forced to re-
launch the action because
of the impossibility to
hold constructive talks
with British counterparts.

EU launches legal action 
against UK over post-Brexit changes

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson leaves 10 Downing
Street, in London, to attend the weekly Prime Ministers
Questions at the Houses of Parliament.

NATO defense ministers 
to discuss weapons for Ukraine

Abu Dhabi/New Delhi,
Jun 15 (PTI): The UAE has
ordered a suspension of ex-
ports and re-exports of
wheat and wheat flour orig-
inating from India for four
months, the Gulf nation’s
ministry of economy said
on Wednesday.

The move follows India
banning the export of
wheat last month to check
the surge in local prices.
With this, Indian wheat
cannot be rooted to third
countries via the UAE.

The ban, which the min-
istry called as ‘moratori-
um’, has been imposed ef-
fective from May 13 “in
view of the international
developments that have af-
fected trade flows”.

India had on May 14
banned wheat exports ex-
cept for those backed by al-
ready issued letters of cred-
it (LCs) and to countries

seeking to ensure food secu-
rity. Since then, it has al-
lowed shipments of 469,202
tonnes of wheat. The
United Arab Emirates
Ministry of Economy said
the ban “applies to all
wheat varieties namely
hard, ordinary and soft
wheat and wheat flour.”

In a statement said a
moratorium has been im-
posed “on the export and
re-export of wheat and
wheat flour originating
from the Republic of India,
including free zones, for a
period of four months
starting from May 13, 2022.”
This “decision comes in
view of the international
developments that have af-
fected trade flows, and in
appreciation of the solid
and strategic relations that
bind the UAE and India, es-
pecially after the signing of
the Comprehensive

Economic Partnership
Agreement between the
two countries and the
Indian government’s ap-
proval to export wheat to
the UAE for domestic con-
sumption.” India and UAE
had in February signed the
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Trade
Agreement (CEPA) to cut
all tariffs on each other’s
goods and aims to increase
their annual trade to USD
100 billion within five
years. The pact took effect
on May 1. “However, com-
panies wishing to
export/re-export wheat and
wheat flour varieties of
Indian origin, which were
imported into the country
before May 13, 2022, must
submit a request to the
Ministry to obtain permis-
sion to export outside of
the UAE,” the ministry
said.

UAE suspends exports and re-exports
of Indian wheat for four months

Charleston (US), Jun 15
(AP): US Rep. Tom Rice of
South Carolina has been
ousted from Congress in
his Republican primary
after voting to impeach
Donald Trump over the
January 6 insurrection.

He is the first of the 10
House Republicans who
voted to impeach Trump
to lose a reelection bid.

Rice, a five-term con-
gressman, was defeated
on Tuesday by state Rep.
Russell Fry, who was en-
dorsed by Trump.

Rice was a strong sup-
porter of Trump’s policies
in Washington but said he
was left no choice but to
impeach Trump over his
failure to calm the mob
that violently sought to
stop the certification of
Joe Biden’s victory.

US Rep. Nancy Mace of
South Carolina also an-

gered Trump, but she
sought to make amends
and won her GOP primary
over her own Trump-
backed challenger.

In other races on
Tuesday, Democratic Rep.
Dina Titus in Nevada
handily defeated her pro-
gressive challenger, while
Republican Rep. Mark
Amodei won his primary
against a son of one of the
state’s most famous sports
figures. In Maine, a for-
mer Republican congress-
man is hoping to reclaim
his seat in November in a
rematch with the
Democrat who defeated
him four years ago.

In Texas, Republican
Mayra Flores narrowed
Nancy Pelosi’s
Democratic majority in
the House by winning a
special primary election
to serve the remaining

months of former
Democratic Rep. Filemon
Vela’s term.

Key congressional races
in Tuesday’s primary elec-
tions in Maine, Nevada,
South Carolina and Texas:

Rice, who attracted a
half-dozen GOP chal-
lengers after his vote to
impeach Trump, had
stood by his decision, ac-
knowledging that it could
lead to his ouster but say-
ing he followed his con-
science.

Fry, the House majority
whip, has served in the
South Carolina state
House since 2015. Trump
had campaigned with Fry
earlier this year in the 7th
Congressional District, a
Republican stronghold
that includes the tourist
hotspot of Myrtle Beach
and a number of inland,
rural areas.

Rice loses House seat after
impeaching Trump

Jakarta, Jun 15 (AP):

Indonesian President
Joko Widodo announced a
Cabinet reshuffle on
Wednesday, replacing key
economic ministers amid
a national cooking oil
shortage and rising food
prices. Widodo selected
Zulkifli Hasan, the chair-
man of a political party
that joined the ruling
coalition last year, as
Indonesia’s new trade
minister, replacing
Muhammad Lutfi, who
had been criticized for his
handling of the cooking
oil situation. Hasan held
ministerial positions in
previous governments and
vowed to quickly tackle
the shortage, making
cooking oil available any-
where at an affordable
price, he told a news con-
ference after his inaugura-

tion. A cooking oil crisis
that was initially triggered
by the Russia-Ukraine war
shook up both domestic
Indonesian politics and
the global supply chain
after the government in
April banned all exports of
crude palm oil, a key in-
gredient in cooking oils,
amid a series of student
protests against skyrock-
eting food prices.
Indonesia resumed ex-
ports of crude palm oil a
month later. Indonesia and
Malaysia are the world’s
largest exporters of palm
oil, accounting for 85% of
global production.

Pressure on the global
supply of cooking oil has
increased due to the war
in Ukraine, which ac-
counts for nearly half of
the world’s sunflower oil.
Russia accounts for anoth-
er 25%.

Indonesian leader reshuffles
Cabinet amid rising food prices

S ingle-use plastic is a huge
environmental problem,

but it can help limit food waste
another big problem. Tackling
both will take ingenuity. In 1970,
Coca-Cola investigated the envi-
ronmental impact of making
reusable glass bottles and found
single-use plastic bottles could
be better in many contexts. It
switched to plastic in the early
1990s. Plastic these days is
framed as a problem to be
solved. There is global momen-
tum to ban plastic, particularly
single-use packaging. The EU
has issued directives, the UN
Environment Assembly has
committed to end plastic pollu-
tion and charitable organisa-
tions have formed global plastic
pacts. The environmental im-
pacts of proliferating plastic
packaging are mounting, and
there's evidence microplastic
particles are ending up in
human food, the effects on
human health starting to gar-
ner attention.

So it seems paradoxical that
Coca-Cola could have chosen
plastic on the basis of environ-
mental values. The 1970 study
used a method that these days is
known as life cycle assessment.
It measures materials, energy,
waste and emissions at every
step of the packaging's manufac-
ture, use and disposal and attrib-
utes potential environmental
impacts to them. For commer-
cial reasons the full results of
the Coke study were not pub-
lished, but summaries released
in 1976 said that shipping heav-

ier reusable glass bottles and the
resources required to maintain
such systems meant single-use
plastic bottles were usually
preferable.

Life cycle assessment is a pow-
erful tool because of Its ability to
compare impacts of different
systems with interdependencies
between inputs and outputs. The
related industrial systems may
have evolved since 1970, but the
Coke example illustrates the
method often challenges precon-
ceptions of what the best envi-
ronmental choice may be. A life
cycle assessment is a good tool
for investigating complex envi-
ronmental trade-offs, particular-
ly since one of the key industries
that runs in parallel with single-
use plastic, the food industry,
connects to another global prob-
lem: food loss and waste.
According to UN data, 20 to 30
percent of food produced is wast-
ed. If global food waste and loss
were a country, it would be the
third-largest emitter of green-
house gases on Earth. The ener-
gy that has gone into growing
the food, the supply-chain fuels
and energy, and the greenhouse
gases emitted when food rots are
key contributors to this stun-
ning statistic. Somewhat count-
er-intuitively, life cycle assess-
ments of single-use plastics and
food waste can show climate-
change impacts of wasting food
can dwarf those of packaging.

Packaging is designed for a
range of purposes. Good packag-
ing helps extend shelf life by
protecting food from bumps,
heat and cold, various spoiling
gases and light. Often this is
done across land, sea and air, as
our supply chains become global
and more complicated.
Packaging also plays a role in
helping conserve food once it's
in homes. Moisture-reduction
sachets, resealable zips, infor-
mation on the pack to advise on
correct storage, best before' or
use by' dates, and sophisticated
technologies such as barrier

properties or gas scavengers all
serve to keep food at its best.
Consumers often don't recognise
the purpose, or benefits, of pack-
aging in terms of preventing
food waste. If reducing packag-
ing leads to more food waste, a
nuanced and sophisticated ap-
proach is required to consider
these twin issues. Ultimately, the
best option for the environment
is to reduce both excess packag-
ing and food waste. In Australia,
2025 targets to make packaging
recyclable, reusable or com-
postable are gaining momen-
tum. They are loosely in align-
ment with related European
movements. Such an approach
does not just involve packaging
design and manufacture; end-of-
life systems also need to be
ready for these changes, or else
all those design efforts will be
for naught.

Education can encourage
consumers to recycle, reuse and
compost effectively. In the past,
consumers have shown they can
learn new programmes for
managing their waste and
scholars have spent consider-
able time analysing which edu-
cation strategies are the most ef-
fective. Packaging could be re-
tired for food where it is not re-
quired. UK charity WRAP re-
cently released a study explain-
ing where there may be oppor-
tunities to reduce packaging on
a range of fresh-produce cate-
gories. Where packaging is still
needed to reduce food waste due
to elongated supply chains or
highly perishable goods, then
making it recyclable, reusable
or compostable may help reduce
end-of-life plastic problems.
Educating consumers about the
role packaging plays in reduc-
ing food waste and how to make
sure packaging is recouped in a
circular system would likely
need to go hand in hand with
this approach so consumers be-
come active agents for change.

If the world moved towards a
zero-packaging scenario across

the board, the whole supply
chain and the way humans as a
society relate to food would need
a transformational rethink.
Without moving to a distributed
system of production and sup-
ply, the goal of zero packaging
would be difficult to achieve.
The sheer distance involved and
time required to ship food par-
ticularly highly perishable fresh
produce from centralised farms
in a condition fit to eat make
this nearly impossible.

Solutions will require cre-
ativity. Perhaps in the future
micro farms will be established
across metropolises. As the
technology develops, these sites
might consist of urban indoor
or vertical farming to max-
imise control, volume and effi-
ciency in small or dense spaces.
Likewise, people may need to
revert to eating produce in sea-
son and buying it closer to the
time of harvest. Or perhaps in-
dustry will engineer a way to
produce food out of season in
micro farms, or produce crops
with more resilience to being
unpackaged. Such attributes
would likely require bioengi-
neering, climate control and
nutrient dosing, and immense
smarts', sites and resources.

The move to a fully circular
economy where organic waste
is processed in cities adjacent
to urban farms to feed' the sys-
tem and repeat the cycle may
help. Clearly, a range of other
issues would need to be ad-
dressed and actions taken in
concert with such visions of
the future. Humans have trans-
formed cities before. Rome, the
thriving capital of modern
Italy, is famously built on the
ruins of the Rome of millennia
past. It's possible that com-
pounding environmental prob-
lems and life cycle assessment
of the damage already done
may force humankind into a fu-
ture more radical than an ordi-
nary plastic Coke bottle could
ever have presaged.
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Violation of 
democratic process
Bengal Govt had passed the

resolution that chancellor of
state universities will be from
onwards chief minister of state
and not the governor of the
state and the same resolution
had been passed in the state as-
sembly and it will be sent for
signing to governor and there
are much chances that gover-
nor may not sign it and in that
case ordinance will be issued by
the state government. It does
not look good that persons
holding constitutional posts and
themselves are indulging un-
healthy practice. It is the high
time that Central Govt should
interfere in this episode and
should take care that wrong
message may not go to other
states. In case of need it is also
expected from the President of
India to intervene in the matter
and get it amicably solved as
we know since long different
views emerged between chief
minister and governor of state.
If required governor can be
changed in a routine process
and wrong message should not
go that governor had been re-
moved unceremonial way.
Recently even the governor of
Kerala also himself offered that
chief minister can do himself
job of governor if he feels so. On
passing the resolution there are
different opinions emanating on
this matter some are speaking
against the resolution and some
are supporting it and some are
calling it a violation of demo-
cratic rules. "This tradition was
established during the time of
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. On
Radhakrishnan Committee's
recommendation, it became a
tradition that the Governor of
state will be the chancellor of
state Universities. If you have
political opposition, it does not
mean you can violate demo-
cratic processes." It is also ar-
gued that as far as the appoint-
ment of the Vice-Chancellor is
concerned, only the Governor
alone does not have the right to
appointment of Vice-
Chancellors, a search commit-
tee of 3-4 Members was
formed for the appointment
and then the Governor and the
Chief Minister together decide
the names. It is also possible
that chief minister  will not be
able to do anything. She cannot
make such a provision because
the final consent has to be
given by the Governor. Even if
the cabinet passes it, the as-
sembly passes it, even then the
consent has to be given by
Governor,". Referring to Tamil
Nadu, "Despite Opposition by
Tamil Nadu CM, was Governor
removed from Chancellor post
there? There is a good tradition
going on for years that the
Chancellor is the head of the
universities, and that tradition
should be maintained."
Currently, the Governor is the
Chancellor of all state universi-
ties. According to the
Governor's official website,
Dhankar is the ex-officio chan-
cellor of 17 universities in
Bengal. The move has drawn
sharp criticism from the various
quarters and some had  termed
the move an "attack on federal-
ism" and called it "another at-
tempt to evade accountability
and transparency.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
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WHAT THEY TWEET!

ssoonnuu  ssoooodd@@SSoonnuuSSoooodd

Thank you to the people of
hyderabad for this amaz-
ing graffiti

AAnnuuppaamm  KKhheerr@@AAnnuuppaammPPKKhheerr
On way to # Varanasi from # Lucknow.
Travelling on # Purvanchal Express
inaugurated recently by PM @naren-
dramodi is like any European or
American freeways/highways. Makes
me feel so proud. Kudos to @nitin_gad-
kari ji @myogiadityanath & the entire
team who worked so hard! Jai Ho!

NNeewwss1188..ccoomm@@nneewwss1188ddoottccoomm

The government has approved
#5G spectrum auctions in
India. A total of 72097.85 MHz
of spectrum with a validity
period of 20 years will be put
to auction to be held by the
end of July, 2022.

JJaayy  SShhaahh@@JJaayySShhaahh

Since its inception, the
IPL has been synonymous
with growth & today is a
red-letter day for India
Cricket, with Brand
IPLtouching a new high
with e-auction resulting in
INR 48,390 cr value. IPL is
now the 2nd most valued
sporting league in the
world in terms of per

match value!

KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu@@KKiirreennRRiijjiijjuu

I had fruitful meeting with President of Mongolia, HE Ukhnaa Khürelsükh. I conveyed India's  gratitude
for his excellent leadership in building very strong India-Mongolia relation. He expressed gratefulness to
India & PM @narendramodi Ji for getting Buddha Relics to Mongolia.

YYoouuTTuubbee  IInnddiiaa@@YYoouuTTuubbeeIInnddiiaa

Every day, millions of Indians come
to YouTube to learn new skills, and
transform their lives. Neeraj Chopra
is an outstanding example, as he
turned to YouTube to watch and
learn from internationally
acclaimed players to pursue his pas-
sion and excel in javelin.

B angladesh Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen's upcoming
New Delhi gains quite significance as the neighbouring

country is among the Muslim majority nations that neither issued a
statement nor summoned the Indian envoy over the remarks by
the BJP spokespersons against the Prophet. Rather, Bangladesh
Minister Hasan Mahmud termed the row over remarks against
Prophet Muhammad as 'internal issue' and "congratulated" the
Indian government for taking legal action in the matter. For the
record, Momen's visit is for a bilateral Joint Consultative
Commission (JCC) meeting that will help prepare for a trip by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the coming months. The JCC is ex-
pected to be held on or around June 18. The meeting, to be held
after two years, will be co-chaired by the foreign ministers of the
two sides and will focus on issues including connectivity, river
water sharing, investments and security partnership. It is pertinent
to mention that when Momen met his Indian counterpart S
Jaishankar in Guwahati last month, he sought suggestions to im-
port crude oil from Russia by managing sanctions as Bangladesh is
also keen to ensure energy security. Jaishankar was in Dhaka in
April and last year both the President and PM visited Dhaka de-
spite the Covid-19 crisis to mark 50 years of diplomatic relations
with Bangladesh, while also commemorating the birth centenary
of Bangladesh founder Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. During his visit to
Dhaka in April, Jaishankar met with Sheikh Hasina as well as
Momen. While the declared purpose of Jaishankar’s visit was to
hand over in person a letter from Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
Hasina, inviting her to visit India, regional geopolitics was no doubt
an important item on the Indian foreign minister’s agenda in
Dhaka. Jaishankar’s visit to Bangladesh came close on the heels of
his recent visits to Maldives and Sri Lanka and a day ahead of his
visit to Bhutan. His swing through South Asia seems aimed at
building India’s geopolitical influence in the region, especially to
stop China’s growing influence. The last JCC meeting was held vir-
tually in September 2020. The two countries have also launched
several connectivity initiatives, including the revival of rail links
that were halted after the 1965 India-Pakistan war and river routes
that provide access to Bangladeshi ports for north-eastern states.
The Bangladeshi side is expected to bring up its long-standing de-
mand for finalising an interim agreement for sharing the waters of
the Teesta river. The two sides are further expected to take up the
early conclusion of arrangements on sharing the waters of six
other joint rivers – Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti, Dharla and
Dudhkumar.  Bangladesh is emerging as a connectivity link be-
tween Northeast India and Southeast Asia after connectivity
through Myanmar came to standstill following the 2021 coup.
Besides trade and connectivity, the other issues that are expected
to figure in the JCC meeting are security matters, development co-
operation, and consular and cultural issues. The two sides are also
expected to discuss ways to increase train services and flights to
facilitate the large number of Bangladeshi travellers who come to
India for tourism and medical treatment.

B’desh foreign minister’s India
tour to be quite significant

S amajwadi Party and Bahujan Samaj Party are confronting
each other to poach vote bank to the advantage of BJP in next

Lok Sabha polls. At a time Samajwadi Party is facing tough challenge
from BJP in two crucial by-elections in Azamgargh and Rampur won
by the party in 2019, BSP national President Mayawati is more keen
to damage SP as    against   the    BJP. That is why the party decided
to contest these polls after long time.  Normally BSP avoids contest-
ing by-polls but this time Mayawati surprised everybody with an-
nouncement of Muslim candidate from Azamgarh which had been
pocket burrow of. Mulayam Singh Yadav and his party. Mayawati an-
nounced the name of her party leader Guddu Jamali also known as
Shah Alam to take on SP candidate Dharmendra Yadav and cousin
brother of Akhilesh Yadav and BJP candidate a popular Bhojpuri
actor and singer Dinesh Lal Yadav known as Nirahua.  During last
elections, Akhilesh Yadav won from this seat and vacated it later to
become Leader of Opposition in UP Assembly. Now Mayawati is also
testing ground to see how voters react to her candidate who could
damage chances of SP candidate.  Mayawati had gained significant-
ly in 2019 Lok Sabha polls when she entered into alliance with
Samajwadi Party and raised the tally of MPs in Lok Sabha from 0 to
10. Mayawati got the advantage of Muslim votes thanks to
Samajwadi Party but she terminated the alliance soon after the re-
sults were announced.  For the poor performance of her party which
got only two seats in 2022 assembly polls with worst ever vote share
which came down to only two per cent, Mayawati blamed Muslim
community which supported SP. Now Mayawati is more keen to cut
into Muslim support of Samajwadi Party to ensure victory of party
candidates with dalit votes and caste support of the candidate con-
cerned.  Although BSP has not announced any candidate in Rampur
but party but is more keen to win over Muslim support in a seat va-
cated by SP leader Mohd Azam Khan who would play victim card for
his candidate as he was lodged in Jail for more than two years.  In
order to overhaul party organization, Mayawati has given responsi-
bility to her brother Anand and nephew Akash. Mayawati has also re-
vived bhaichara samiti of different castes to add to support for dalit
and Muslims. On the other hand Akhilesh Yadav is strengthening his
alliance partners to face next Lok Sabha polls.  Significantly Akhilesh
Yadav decided to send RLD president Jayant Choudhry to Rajya
Sabha to strengthen SP-RLD influence over jat community which
plays important role in Western UP. Jayant Choudhry also announced
that RLD and Samajwadi Party would work in alliance to defeat BJP.
Similarly Akhilesh Yadav decided to send powerful backward leader
and former minister Swami Prasad Maurya who had joined SP after
parting company of BJP but lost assembly polls to UP Legislative
Council.  Akhilesh Yadav wants to keep alliance partners happy to
face crucial Lok Sabha polls. That is why he is sending important
leaders to Rajya Sabha and UP Council. At the same time Akhilesh
Yadav is busy overhauling the organisation to give prominence to
youth to take on BJP.  Significantly Samajwadi Party founder
Mulayam Singh Yadav also interacted with party leaders and an-
nounced that it would be direct fight between SP and BJP in next Lok
Sabha polls. Mulayam Singh Yadav also appealed to youth to come
forward to play important role in next Lok Sabha polls.  Moreover
Akhilesh Yadav is also busy to increase vote share of party to defeat
BJP. During last assembly polls Samajwadi Party gained 12 per cent
votes and raised the tally of party MLAs from 48 to 111. As a part of
strategy to poach dalit votes from BSP, Akhilesh Yadav accommodat-
ed large number of dalit leaders and bureaucrats who had been
close to Mayawati. Now Akhilesh Yadav has asked them to work with
community to ensure more votes for Samajwadi Party.  Only t time
will tell whether Mayawati will continue to help BJP in Lok Sabha
polls as she did in last assembly polls or build party organisation to
improve vote share and gain more seats.

Witnessing big battle
between SP & BSP
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Students carry their luggage to safer places after their hostels and accommodations were flooded due to rains, in Guwahati, Wednesday.

Plastic pollution is bad, but food waste is far worse

PPrraasshhaanntt  BBhhuusshhaann@@ppbbhhuusshhaann11

"Former SC judge, Justice Pasayat,
Dy Chairman of the SIT on black
money, availed of the Govt’s
amnesty scheme after IT authori-
ties flagged alleged misreporting
of income by him." Wow!! The Dy
Chair of SIT on Black money found
with Crores of black money!

FLOOD SITUATION

SIMON LOCKREY
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Young people

New Delhi: Fertiliser
cooperative Kribhco
Chairman Chandra
Pal Singh on
Wednesday stressed
on the need to attract
young people to the co-
operative sector and
said there should be
courses in universi-
ties to teach about co-
operation. He was ad-
dressing a seminar
"Sahakar Se
Samridhi: Many
Pathways" organised
by Rural Voice, a digi-
tal news platform.
Singh, who is also
President of
International
Cooperative Alliance-
Asia Pacific, high-
lighted that the gov-
ernment has created a
separate ministry for
this sector. He hoped
that the new Ministry
of Cooperation will
provide the necessary
support to grow the
cooperative sector.

Mineral output 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on
Wednesday said the
country's mineral pro-
duction rose by 7.8 per
cent in April 2022 over
the same month a
year ago. The index of
mineral production of
mining and quarry-
ing sector for the
month stood at 116,
which was 7.8 per cent
higher as compared to
the level in April last
year, the mines min-
istry said in a state-
ment. As per the pro-
visional figures of the
Indian Bureau of
Mines (IBM), produc-
tion level of impor-
tant minerals in April
includes coal at 665
lakh tonnes, lignite 40
lakh tonnes, natural
gas (utilised) 2,748
million cubic metre,
petroleum (crude) 25
lakh tonnes and baux-
ite 2,054 thousand
tonnes.

Renewal scheme

Chennai: Public sec-
tor Indian Bank has
unveiled KCC Digital
Renewal Scheme en-
abling customers to
renew their Kisan
Credit Card accounts
through the digital
platform, the city-
based bank said on
Tuesday. Under the
project WAVE - World
of Advanced Virtual
Experience initiative,
Indian Bank
Managing Director
and CEO, S L Jain
launched the scheme
which eliminates the
need to visit a branch
or submit added phys-
ical documents.

Multiplex 
New Delhi: Bharti
Airtel on Tuesday an-
nounced Xstream
multiplex, which the
telco said is India's
first multiplex in the
metaverse. The
Xstream multiplex is
an extension of
Airtel's Xstream
Premium offering,
which recently
achieved a two million
subscriber milestone
within 100 days of its
launch, the company
said in a statement.

FIRE-FIGHTING ROBOT

Firefighters during a demonstration of the working of a fire-fighting robot, in Surat on Wednesday.

New Delhi, Jun 15: 

India's merchandise ex-
ports in May rose by 20.55
per cent to USD 38.94 bil-
lion, while the trade deficit
ballooned to a record USD
24.29 billion, according to
the government data re-
leased on Wednesday.
Imports during May 2022
grew by 62.83 per cent to
USD 63.22 billion, the data
showed. The trade deficit
stood at USD 6.53 billion in
the same month last year.
Cumulative exports in
April-May 2022-23 rose by
about 25 per cent to USD
78.72 billion. Imports in
April-May 2022-23 in-
creased 45.42 per cent to
USD 123.41 billion. The
trade deficit during the first
two months of this fiscal
widened to USD 44.69 bil-

lion against USD 21.82 bil-
lion in the year-ago period.

Petroleum and crude oil
imports during May 2022
surged 102.72 per cent to
USD 19.2 billion. Coal, coke
and briquettes imports
jumped to USD 5.5 billion
against USD 2 billion in
May 2021. Gold imports in-
creased to USD 6 billion
during the month under re-
view from USD 677 million
in May 2021. Engineering
goods exports in May in-
creased by 12.65 per cent to
USD 9.7 billion, while petro-

leum products exports
grew by 60.87 per cent to
USD 8.54 billion. Gems and
jewellery exports stood at
USD 3.22 billion in May
compared to USD 2.96 bil-
lion in the same month last
year.

Exports of chemicals
rose 17.35 per cent to USD
2.5 billion in May. Similarly,
shipments of pharma and
ready-made garments of all
textiles grew by 10.28 per
cent and 27.85 per cent to
USD 2 billion and USD 1.41
billion, respectively.

Exports rise 20.55 pc to
USD 38.94 bn in May

̈ Trade deficit at
record USD 24.29 bn

New Delhi, Jun 15: 

The spectrum auction
for 5G services marks the
beginning of a new era for
Indian telecom,
Communications Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said on
Wednesday. The comment
assumes significance as
the Union Cabinet has ap-
proved the modalities for
holding 5G spectrum auc-
tion, and 72 GHz of radio
waves will be put on the
block by July-end.
Spectrum auction will
commence on July 26,
2022. The Cabinet also de-
cided to enable the devel-
opment and setting up of
'Private Captive Networks'
to spur a wave of innova-
tion in new-age industry
applications such as ma-
chine-to-machine commu-

nications, Internet of
Things (IoT), Artificial
Intelligence (AI) across au-
tomotive, healthcare, agri-
culture, energy, and other
sectors. "The beginning of
a new era for Indian
Telecom. 5G spectrum
auction announced,"
Vaishnaw tweeted.
Continuing the telecom re-
forms agenda, develop-
ment and setting up of
Private Captive Networks

will be enabled, he wrote.
"Moving forward with PM
@narendramodi ji's vision
of a Digital India.
Spectrum auction an-
nounced today is an inte-
gral part of developing
#BharatKa5G ecosystem,"
Vaishnaw said. Cabinet
has approved 5G auctions
at reserve prices recom-
mended by the sector regu-
lator TRAI. TRAI had rec-
ommended around a 39
per cent cut in the reserve
or floor price for the sale of
5G spectrum for mobile
services. All the available
spectrum in 600 MHz, 700
MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz,
1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300
MHz, 2500 MHz, 3300 MHz,
and 26 GHz bands is part of
the auction. Overall,
72097.85 MHz of spectrum
has been put to auction.

Start of new era for Indian Telecom:
Vaishnaw on 5G spectrum auction

New Delhi, Jun 15: 

The government has held
discussions with a number
of countries, includ-
ing Japan and
Germany, for future
exports of hydrogen
from India, Union
power minister R K
Singh said on
Wednesday. Singh,
who is also the minis-
ter for new and re-
newable energy, informed
that India is aiming to pro-
duce 20 million tonne (MT)
of green hydrogen by 2030.
"We are the largest and
fastest growing renewable
energy capacity in the world
and that is what is neces-
sary for green
hydrogen...We have already

discussed with a number
countries who are going to
import hydrogen like Japan,
Germany etc. Our objective

is that by 2030, we
should be producing
20 MT green hydro-
gen," he told re-
porters on the side-
lines of an event
here. The minister
exuded confidence
that India will
emerge as a leader in

green hydrogen.
With Germany, India has

signed a joint declaration of
intent on Indo- German hy-
drogen task force. The
agreement was signed be-
tween power minister Singh
and Germany's minister for
economic affairs and cli-
mate change in May 2022.

Govt discusses future
export of hydrogen with

Japan, Germany and others New Delhi, Jun 15: 

The government is look-
ing to hire a new chairman
of National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural
Development (Nabard) to re-
place GR Chintala, who will
be demitting office on
August 1.

Chintala was appointed
as the Nabard Chairman in
May 2020. Even those work-
ing in private sector banks
and financial institutions
and organisations in agri-
culture, cooperative and
rural development sectors,
with relevant experience
will be eligible for the ap-
pointment. As per the circu-
lar issued by the depart-
ment of financial services,
the candidate should also
possess an advanced univer-
sity degree preferably in

subjects, like economics, fi-
nance and business admin-
istration. Officers serving as
joint secretary or above in
government or regulatory
bodies are also eligible for
deputation as chairman of
Nabard.

The new chairman would
hold office for up to five
years or until he or she at-
tains the age of 60 years,
whichever is earlier.
Chintala is a post graduate
from Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, New
Delhi. He had joined Nabard
as an officer and worked in
various capacities in the
bank. Nabard is a national
level institutions engaged in
providing credit for promo-
tion of agriculture, small-
scale industries, cottage and
village industries, and hand-
icrafts, among others.

Govt looks for new

Nabard chairman

Geneva, Jun 15: 

India on Tuesday
strongly pitched to the
WTO members for finding
a permanent solution to
the issue of public stock
holding of grains for food
security programmes,
stating that one cannot
tread the path of trade on
an empty stomach.
Addressing a thematic ses-
sion on agriculture, com-
merce and industry minis-
ter Piyush Goyal said that
the developing countries
are in a situation, where
the temporary declara-
tions on the issue are not
going to help the countries
and the permanent solu-
tion to public stock hold-
ing, pending for more than
9 years, is not yet being
taken up for closure.
"WTO is an organisation

for trade, but one should
remember that before
trade, there comes hunger
and one cannot tread the
path of trade on an empty
stomach," he said. Goyal
said that it is possible to
find the solution as there
are well established and
proven mechanisms avail-
able and documents are on
the table which can be
adopted and finalised. It is
ironical that the
Agreement on Agriculture
(AoA) of the WTO pro-
vides considerable flexibil-
ity to the developed mem-
bers to provide huge subsi-

dies in the form of
Aggregate Measure of
Support (AMS).

The same flexibilities
are not available to the ma-
jority of the developing
countries including LDCs
(Least Developed
Countries). The developed
countries are giving more
than 200 times the support
that most developing coun-
tries are able to give. "The
special and differential
treatment accorded to de-
veloping countries re-
mains crucial for us and
hence bringing it into the
ambit of negotiations is
just not acceptable. We feel
that the draft ministerial
decisions on agriculture
are expansive and go be-
yond the Doha Round man-
date and do not acknowl-
edge the progress achieved
so far," he added.

One cannot tread the path of trade on
an empty stomach: Goyal at WTO meet

New Delhi, Jun 15: 

Italian automaker
Automobili Lamborghini
expects the super luxury
car segment in India this
year to reach the peak lev-
els witnessed in 2018-19 on
the back of robust de-
mand, according to a sen-
ior company official. The
company, which on
Wednesday showcased the
limited edition Aventador
LP 780-4 Ultimae Roadster
priced between Rs 8 crore
and Rs 10 crore in India,
also feels that the country
needs to "celebrate wealth
creators" as the number of
super luxury cars sold in
the country does not re-
flect its real potential. "If
you look at the super luxu-
ry segment in India, it
does not fully reflect the
potential in the market.
The segment has not yet

reached its peak of what it
was in 2018-19,"
Lamborghini India Head
Sharad Agarwal said here
in an interaction. The
super luxury segment,
which comprises cars
priced above Rs 2.5 crore,
had sold about 300 units
last year, he added. "I an-
ticipate that this year it
should be crossing the
benchmark of about 325
cars (reached in 2018-19).
(In) the first five months
the trend looks positive
but yes, there are also a lot
of external challenges
which we are facing,"

Agarwal said. He, howev-
er, hastened to add that
right now it is "more of a
speculation" as it is very
difficult to predict how the
market or the industry
will be during the year.
From Lamborghini's per-
spective, he said, "We are
continuing with a strong
order. Most of the
Lamborghini models today
are on a long waiting time
between 10 to 12
months...the customer has
to wait from the time he
places in order to get his car.
Right now we are taking or-
ders for next year.

Lamborghini expects super luxury car segment
in India to reach peak levels of 2018-19

Sensex drops 152 pts;

Fed decision eyed
Mumbai, Jun 15:  

Equities ended lower for
the fourth straight day on
Wednesday, with the
Sensex falling 152 points
in volatile trade amid
mixed global cues and un-
abated foreign capital out-
flows. The BSE bench-
mark settled 152.18 points
or 0.29 per cent lower at
52,541.39. During the day, it
dropped 200.21 points or
0.37 per cent to 52,493.36.

The NSE Nifty declined
by 39.95 points or 0.25 per
cent to 15,692.15. From the
Sensex pack, NTPC,
Infosys, Reliance
Industries, Hindustan
Unilever, Wipro, Tech
Mahindra and PowerGrid
were the major laggards.

On the other hand, Bajaj
Finserv, Bajaj Finance,
Tata Steel and Larsen &
Toubro were among the
gainers.

Mumbai, Jun 15: 

HDFC Bank  announced
signing a memorandum of
understanding with 100X.
VC, a leading early stage
venture capital firm, to en-
gage more deeply with the
start-up community. The
Bank will extend its full-
suite of specialised servic-
es and facilities tailored for
start-ups, known as Smart-
Up,to all the firms associat-
ed with 100X.VC. It will also
extend additional credit fa-
cilities and evaluate invest-
ment opportunities in
these start-ups.

With this MoU, HDFC
Bank and 100X.VC will
work together in mutually
beneficial areas. The ven-
ture capital firm will rec-
ommend HDFC Bank as

primary Bank to all its in-
vestee companies. Through
such collaboration, the
bank hopes to enhance the
ecosystem by supporting
innovation and entrepre-
neurship. HDFC Bank and
100X.VC will also conduct
jointprograms for start-ups
such as Master Classes.
Additionally, the bank will
evaluate start-ups referred
to it by 100X.VC for invest-
ment and extending loans.
The MoU was signed by Mr.
Abhishek Deshmukh,
Branch Banking Head -
Maharashtra, and Mr.
Yagnesh Sanghrajka–
Founder & CFO, 100X.VC in
the presence of Mr. Sanjay
Mehta, Founder & Partner,
100X.VC; Mr. Ninad Karpe-
Partner, 100X.VC, and other
senior bank officials.

Speaking on the occa-
sion,Mr. Abhishek
Deshmukh, Branch
Banking Head –
Maharashtra, HDFC Bank,
said, “India is among the
largest and fastest-growing
start-up ecosystems in the
world. In the first half of
2022 alone, 15start-ups have
emerged as unicorns. In
the past decade, we have
seen the rebirth of the
start-up ecosystem with a
more sustainable business
model in the form of ven-
ture capital.100X.VC has
done transformational
work in the early-stage
ecosystem since their
launch 3 years ago and we
hope to leverage their ex-
pertise in mentoring start-
ups identified by HDFC
bank.

HDFC Bank signs MoU with
100X VC to support start-ups

Mumbai, Jun 15: 

IDBI Bank on Tuesday
said it has raised interest
rates by up to 25 basis points
(bps) on retail term deposits
of less than Rs 2 crore. The
revised rates would be appli-
cable across various tenors
for domestic term deposits,
non-resident ordinary
(NRO) and non-resident ex-
ternal (NRE) term deposits,
effective June 15, a release
said. The lender has in-
creased the interest rate by
25 basis points to 4 per cent
from 3.75 per cent on retail
term deposits maturing be-
tween 91 days and six
months. For fixed deposits
maturing in 3 years to less
than 5 years, the rate has
been hiked by 10 bps to 5.60

per cent, compared to 5.50
per cent earlier. Retail term
deposits with a maturity of
more than 5 years and up to
7 years will now fetch an in-
terest rate of 5.75 per cent
against 5.60 per cent. The in-
terest rate on fixed deposits
maturing above 7 years and
up to 10 years has been re-
vised to 5.75 per cent from
5.50 per cent. The country's
largest lender State Bank of
India (SBI) has raised inter-
est rates by 0.20 per cent on
domestic term deposits of
below Rs 2 crore for select
tenors. The revised interest
rates on retail domestic term
deposits (below Rs 2 crore)
come into effect from June
14, 2022, State Bank of India
(SBI) informed on its web-
site.

IDBI Bank raises interest
rates on retail term

deposits by up to 25 bps
New Delhi, Jun 15: 

PhonePe, part of the
Walmart Inc-controlled
Flipkart group, is consid-
ering to raise funds
through an initial public
offering for expanding its
financial services portfo-
lio and deepening its core
United Payments
Interface (UPI)-based pay-
ments operations, invest-
ment banking sources
said on Wednesday. The
digital payment company
is seeking a valuation of
USD 8-10 billion, they
added.

According to the
sources, the company will
soon engage with bankers
and legal consultants to
take forward the IPO
(Initial Public Offering)

process. Also, the compa-
ny has initiated plans to
move its registered hold-
ing entity from Singapore
to India, underlining its
'made in India' creden-
tials. PhonePe's board has
already ratified the pro-
posal to move the holding
company to India. The
company will list on
Indian stock exchanges as
opposed to many startups
that prefer to incorporate
overseas, primarily
Singapore or the US, chas-
ing relatively friendlier
tax laws and business reg-
ulations there. PhonePe
was founded by ex-
Flipkart executives
Sameer Nigam, Rahul
Chari and Burzin
Engineer, and was ac-
quired by Flipkart in 2016.
In 2018 Flipkart was ac-
quired by Walmart, and
PhonePe was part of the
transaction as well.

PhonePe prepping for IPO
̈ Seeks valuation 

of USD 8-10 billion

S
ai Pallavi, who rose to
prominence after starring
in Malayalam film

'Premam,' is now one of
Telugu's most popular heroines.

During the promotional tour
for 'Virata Parvam', Sai Pallavi
shares interesting tidbits about
her upcoming films as well as
her professional insights.

"My forthcoming film 'Gargi'
was shot during the pandemic
in Tamil. It's as personal to me
as 'Virata Parvam'. It's a brand
new narrative that will surprise
all", Sai Pallavi revealed. 'Gargi'
is an upcoming Kannada movie
written and directed by
Gautham Ramachandran.

Speaking about her
Kollywood movies, Sai Pallavi
said, "In Tamil, I've agreed to
star opposite Sivakarthikeyan
in a new film".

A
ctress Malaika Arora is set to turn
into an author with her debut yet-to-
be-titled book on nutrition, the work

on which is currently in progress. The book
will offer readers an understanding into her
healthy eating routine.

Covering some key elements of food and
nutrition like the relationship between eat-
ing right and overall well-being, the chal-
lenges associated with food deprivation; the
literary work will help the readers grasp the
process of mastering discipline in eating
with a guide on how to blend nutrition plan
with fitness goals. Talking about the book,
Malaika Arora said in a statement, "My goal
has always been to facilitate ideas around
health and wellness. The book will help us
share our insights with people at large. I per-
sonally believe in the comprehensive well-
being of our body. Concentrating on just one,
does not support the other. So the idea is to
promote good health inside out and we have
barely scratched the surface as of now." The
book is being agented by The Sunflower
Seeds literary consulting. Speaking about
the project.Pallavi Barman, Founder, LAP
Ventures- An Exceed Entertainment group
company, added by saying, "We are glad to
partner with The Sunflower Seeds for
Malaika's literary foray. The book is an ex-
tension of the focus on health, fitness and
well being that Malaika Arora
Ventures (MAV) has." "As an entre-
preneur, MAV has already invest-
ed in Label Life, Sarva Yoga
and now Nude Bowl. Her pur-
pose as an author will be
guided by the same values
that she believes in as an en-
trepreneur", she concluded.

T
he wait is over as Sony Entertainment Television’s latest
offering, Yashomati Maiyya Ke Nandlala, brings to its
viewers a refreshing narrative of the mother-son bond be-

tween Yashoda and Kanha (Lord Shri Krishna).
In its first week, viewers will witness Yashoda Maiyaa’s (Neha

Sargam) wish-fulfillment for a child by Lord Vishnu who takes over
Krishna’s avatar to experience a mother's love and to vanquish
Kans. He will be seen promising Dhara that she will become
Krishna’s mother in her next avatar. The week will set a premise to
one of the greatest mother-son relationships in mythology. Viewers
will see Yashoda Maiyaa’s love for her natkhat Krishna.

There’s more! Kans will get baffled after hearing an Akashwani
that predicts his defeat in the hands of Devki's eighth child, which
makes him try to kill Devki. But the week will end on a happy
note with Purnamashi coming in and informing Yashoda that
her wish has been fulfilled and soon she is going to be a mother,
leaving Yashoda and Nand elated. Neha Sargam, essaying the
role of Yashoda, says, “The first week is filled with all kinds of
emotions! Yashoda Maiyaa has always craved for a child and
having her wish fulfilled is something she never expected. Her
life will now take an interesting turn with Kanha, and viewers
are sure to experience sympathy and love for Yashoda
Maiyaa. I was very emotional while shooting this sequence as
it made me realize that there is nothing in this world that is
stronger than a mother’s love!”

D
irector Mithran R.
Jawahar's much-awaited
c o m e d y - d r a m a

'Thiruchitrambalam', featuring
actor Dhanush in the lead, will hit

screens on August 18, its makers an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Taking to Twitter, Sun Pictures, the
production house producing the film,

tweeted, "'Thiruchitrambhalam' releasing
in theaters on August 18!"
Dhanush too confirmed the news, tweet-

ing, "Well it's been a while, isn't it?
'Thiruchitrambalam' from August 18th. See you all
in theatres."

The film's team has already announced the
names of all the characters in the film and dis-
closed who is playing which character. While
Dhanush plays the titular role of
Thiruchitrambalam, director Bharathiraja plays
the role of senior Thiruchitrambalam. Nithya
Menon plays a character called Shobana, who hap-
pens to be Thiruchitrambalam's best friend in the
film.

Prakash Raj plays a strict inspector called
Neelakandan in the film while actress Priya
Bhavani Shankar plays Ranjani, a village lass.
Actress Raashi Khanna, who plays the female lead,

plays Anusha, Dhanush's high school friend in the
film.

The film, which has music by Anirudh, has
cinematography by Om Prakash and editing
by Prasanna G K. It has been produced by

Sun Pictures Kalanithi Maran.

ACROSS

1. Out of port

5. Swiss mountains

9. Ship's rear

14. Asian language

15. Aria

16. Blender setting

17. Rendered fat

18. Fraudulent scheme

19. Diva's offerings

20. Ease

22. Film spools

23. Foxy

24. Emerald ____

25. Wind dir.

26. Procured

27. Sat in on

32. ____ wave

35. Hawaiian cookout

36. Alias abbr.

37. Separate

39. Underwriter

42. Author ____ Tolstoy

43. British nobleman

45. Wave top

46. Citrus drink

49. ____ Diego

50. Feminine pronoun

51. On top of

53. Tango need

56. Gardener's tool

59. Unchanged

61. Broadcast

62. River in Egypt

63. Cargo

64. Swipe

65. Ledger entry

66. Deep affection

67. Gape

68. Shore bird

69. Mimicker

DOWN

1. Road guide

2. Will

3. Ahead of time

4. Staff member

5. Aid

6. In the area

7. Flat highland

8. A few

9. Scanty

10. Soup bowl

11. Toledo's waterfront

12. Not imaginary

13. Monster's loch

21. Fiddle's kin

25. Daze

26. Guy's date

28. Peacock's pride
29. Risk
30. Squeaks by
31. Move quickly
32. Cultivate
33. Enlightened one's words (2 wds.)
34. Tragic fate
35. Show the way
38. Sad drop
40. Meager
41. Coffee vessel
44. Get together again
47. Distress cry (2 wds.)
48. Sewing item
49. Serious
52. More ashen
53. Scout unit
54. Manufacture cloth
55. More peculiar
56. Back talk
57. Heartthrob Brad ____
58. Range
59. Army division
60. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald
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Career and business matters are likely to
be very much on your mind today,
Aquarius. Perhaps a new opportunity has
come your way, or you're thinking of
becoming involved in a new enterprise on
your own or with a partner. This might not
be a good day to make a decision, so don't
rush it. Before you make any dramatic
changes, think things through carefully. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Matters involving creativity, romance,
and children could require considerable
thought today, Pisces. Some exciting new
options may be available to you and your
loved ones. You might be inclined to mull
over the possibilities. You could consult
others to get more opinions. For the most
part, you'll want to decide on your own. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Matters involving the home could suddenly
grow serious. This is a positive develop-
ment, Aries, but new possibilities could be
opening up and force you to make a deci-
sion. The value of your home could have
gone up and you might consider selling it
and moving. Or you could have the oppor-
tunity to work out of your home and save
commuting costs. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you might consider entering into a
business partnership with a relative or
neighbor. This could show promise of suc-
cess, Taurus, and is definitely worth seri-
ous consideration. You'll want to be sure
it's right for you, so caution is recom-
mended. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

The value of any investment you may have
made in land, including your home, could
come into your thoughts today. Whatever
time and energy you've put into it is likely to
pay off, Gemini, and this might make a differ-
ence to you when formulating plans for the
future. You might spend some time working
outside, which should clear your head and
enable you to get your thoughts together. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A partnership of some kind, perhaps busi-
ness, perhaps romantic, is likely to be on
your mind today. You might want to seri-
ously consider whether or not it has a
future, and if it does, what to do next. You
could spend time socializing, if possible,
but you could be too preoccupied to partic-
ipate much. A lot of serious decisions need
to be made, Cancer. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A lot of serious matters are on your mind,
perhaps involving plans for the future. It's
likely that you'll want to stay home today
and do some contemplating. Various new
opportunities could be coming your way,
Leo, and you won't want to let them pass
you by without serious consideration. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Contemplation is the word for today. At
some point, you might receive a call from
a friend wanting advice on a serious deci-
sion. Don't be surprised if you spend more
time listening than advising, Virgo. Goals
of your own might need some thought
and possibly reevaluation, as changes in
your immediate environment could pres-
ent new and exciting possibilities to you. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today much of your mental - and possi-
bly physical - energy could be directed
at career matters. You might reevaluate
goals and ambitions, Libra, and consid-
er other possibilities. The desire for
more income might be the catalyst, but
there's more to it than that. This is def-
initely a good day to think about a num-
ber of options. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The desire for personal and career
advancement could cause you to consider
furthering your education in some way,
Scorpio. Someone close to you, probably a
woman, could wake you up to the advan-
tages of returning to school and getting an
advanced degree at some point in the
future. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Today you're apt to be a bit preoccupied,
Sagittarius. You might find yourself consid-
ering concepts that others think are strange
and impractical. This might involve meta-
physics or the occult or unusual ways of
making a living - or all of the above. You
might want to discuss this with others.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today is likely to be a gratifying day,
Capricorn, but perhaps more serious than
you'd planned. A longtime friend might call
and want to talk. This person or another
might want to discuss a possible business
enterprise that's apt to be worthy of con-
sideration. Everyone around you might
seem egocentric, and you could feel that
your concerns are of no interest to anyone.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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F
ather’s Day is cele-
brated to honour
fatherhood and pa-

ternal bonds. They play
a special role in motivat-
ing their children, show-
ing them the right direc-
tion and encouraging
them to attain the best
in life. On International
Father’s Day, &TV ac-
tors Aan Tiwari (Baal
Shiv, Baal Shiv),
Farhana Fatema (Shanti
Mishra, Aur Bhai Kya
Chal Raha Hai?), Yogesh
Tripathi (Daroga Happu
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), and Rohitashv
Gour (Manmohan
Tiwari, Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai) talk about their
special bond with their
fathers and their super-
hero qualities.

Farhana Fatema aka
Shanti Mishra in &TV’s
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai? shares, “My father
is my greatest strength
and best superhero. He
is the best dad ever be-
cause, despite being
from a conservative
family, he has always
supported and inspired
all women in the house
to achieve their aspira-

tions. He taught me how
to ride a bike, climb a
tree, and encouraged me
to participate in sports.

He also believed in me
and encouraged me to
pursue acting. Happy
Father's Day to all the

amazing dads who con-
stantly encourage and
assist their children in
reaching their goals."

Yogesh Tripathi, aka
Daroga Happu Singh in
&TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, shares, “I loved
my father more than
anything. He was my
mentor, a friend, and
the one who stood with
me even when I failed.
My father instilled in
me the ability to be self-
assured and pursue my
goals. He was always a
superhero to me,
through thick and thin.
Before getting my big
break in television, I
started performing in
street plays and the-
atres, but I owe my ca-
reer to him because of
his unwavering moral
support. I remember
how hard he worked for
us, and I have inherited
his desire to accom-
plish the best, which I
hope to pass on to my
children.”

Watch Baal Shiv at
8:00 pm, Aur Bhai Kya
Chal Raha Hai? at 9:30
pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only
on &TV!

‘My father, my superhero’

Dhanush-starrer ‘Thiruchitrambalam’
to hit screens on August 18

‘Nothing in this

world is stronger

than a mother’s

love’ 

Malaika Arora to turn an author with
her book on fitness, wellness, nutrition

Sai Pallavi reveals interesting tidbits
about her next film ‘Gargi’
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Jakarta, Jun 15 (PTI):

World No. 8 Lakshya Sen
crashed out of the
Indonesia Open bad-
minton tournament after
losing to compatriot HS
Prannoy in an all-India
second round clash here
on Wednesday.

Sen was comprehensive-
ly beaten 10-21 9-21 by
Prannoy in a men's singles
match that lasted a little
more than half an hour.

Sen, who is in red hot
form, clinched his first-
ever Super 500 title this
year. The 20-year-old

reached the finals of the
prestigious All England
Championships and was
also part of the Indian
men's team that lifted the
historic Thomas Cup
crown.

Interestingly, this was
Prannoy's first-ever win
against Sen out of their
three head-to-head meet-
ings so far.

In the doubles action,
the duo of M R Arjun and
Dhruv Kapila opened
their account with a win,
getting the better of high-
er ranked Japanese pair of
Kelichiro Matsui and

Yoshinori Takeuchi 27-25
18-25 21-19. However, it was
curtains for the women's
duo of Ashwini Bhat and
Shikha Gautam as it lost 9-
21 10-21 to China's Zhang
Shu Xian and Zheng Yu in
just 28 minutes.

The campaign also
ended for another
women's pairing of
Haritha M Harinarayan
and Ashna Noy as the duo
also suffered straight-
game defeat against South
Korea's Jeong Na Eun and
Kim Hye Jeong.

In the Sen versus
Prannoy game, the former

was in no match in front of
over-aggressive Prannoy,
who despite trailing 3-6 at
one point, made a strong
comeback, courtesy some
good shots. The 29-year-old
eventually extended his
lead to 21-10 and pocketed
the first game easily. In the
second game, Prannoy
continued from where he
left off and took a massive
11-3 lead.

Trailing, Sen was ex-
pected to make a come-
back, but Prannoy's un-
playable cross-court
smashes made it a difficult
affair for the former.

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI):

Sit down and take a
deep breath. Nobody in
their wildest of imagina-
tions would have created
a scenario that the Indian
Premier League would
soon become the second
most valued sporting
property in the world. In
its 15 years of existence,
the IPL has managed to
sell its media rights for an
astronomical sum of Rs
48,390 or in other words,
the broadcasters will be
paying BCCI Rs 118.02
crore for each match dur-
ing the next five-year
cycle.

BCCI Secretary Jay
Shah termed Tuesday as a
‘red-letter day for India
Cricket’ as in a series of
tweets he gave a brief
idea of how the board
plans to spend the money
to strengthen “domestic
cricket structure starting
from grassroots, to boost
infrastructure and spruce
up facilities across India
and enrich the overall
cricket-watching experi-
ence."

Now the big question:
How will the BCCI share
the jaw-dropped revenue
among its stakeholders
including the IPL fran-
chises, players, state asso-
ciations and its staff?

IPL franchises
Half of Rs 48,390 crore

will be distributed be-
tween the eight original
franchises i.e. Mumbai
Indians, Chennai Super
Kings, Kolkata Knight
Riders, Rajasthan Royals,

Royal Challengers
Bangalore, Sunrisers
Hyderabad, Punjab Kings
and Delhi Capitals. The
two new entrants -
Gujarat Titans and
Lucknow Super Giants -
will have to wait for some
time before getting as
much share as their eight
counterparts. Roughly,
the each of the eight IPL
teams mentioned above

will get around Rs 3,000
crore.
What About the Other
Half?  (Rs 24,195 crore)

The other half will be
shared with players and
state associations. As per
a report, the old formula
of dividing the share was
26 percent of the second
half will be distributed
among domestic and in-
ternational players. Off

the remaining 74 percent,
four per cent has been
earmarked for the staff
salaries and the remain-
der will go into the kitty
of the various state asso-
ciations. Numerically
speaking, Rs 6290 crore
(approx.) will be shared
with players and Rs
16,936 crore (approx.)
with BCCI affiliated state
boards.

IPL Media Rights:
How will BCCI share Rs 48,390 crore among
Franchises, Players and State Associations

Indonesia Open

Lakshya Sen bows down to
compatriot HS Prannoy

Kolkata, Jun 15 (PTI):

Indian football team cap-
tain Sunil Chhetri says the
side would love to play the
AFC Asian Cup on home
soil with the star forward
confessing to "hitting my
peak" at 37.

A near-capacity crowd at
the iconic Salt Lake
Stadium in Kolkata wit-
nessed the Indian national
football team qualify for the
2023 AFC Asian Cup finals
in style, beating Hong Kong
4-0 on Tuesday night.

Impressed by the huge
turnout for their last quali-
fying game despite heavy
rains, Chhetri expressed
his desire to play the finals
in India.

"The kind of form we are
in, we would have loved to
play at home. The way the
fans are coming up and sup-
porting us in numbers, it
would be great to play
here," said Chhetri after
India secured a second
straight qualification to the
Asian Cup for the first time
in history. China, where the
Asian Cup finals were
scheduled next year, had
withdrawn as hosts keeping

the fluid COVID-19 situa-
tion in the country.

India defeated Cambodia
and Afghanistan before se-
curing a convincing win
over Hong Kong in Group D
of the third round of the
Asian Cup qualifiers.

All matches were played
at the Salt Lake Stadium,
where India were playing

for the first time in over two
years. Chhetri praised the
rise of youngsters in the na-
tional team over the course
of the three-match cam-
paign. "The kids are just
amazing, They'll probably
kill me for calling kids, the
boys are fantastic. We have
the right mix of senior and
junior players in the dress-

ing room. "You've also got
Liston (Colaco) and Suresh
(Wangjam) along with
Akash (Mishra) and
Roshan (Singh) who have
been brilliant."

"So yes, a lot of young-
sters coming up, and also
Ishan (Pandita) has been
outstanding in training too,
and look what he did today.

Ishan and Sahal (Abdul
Samad) are two players who
deserve nights like this,"
said Chhetri, who scored
the second goal of the night
while Anwar Ali, Manvir
Singh, and Ishan Pandita
got their names on the
scoresheet.

Chhetri is set to play in
his third Asian Cup tourna-
ment finals after previous
appearances in 2011 and
2019. Despite being 37 years
old, the striker feels he is at
his peak now.

"Now I am hitting my
peak. The last Asian Cup is
already past. We really
want to work hard. It does
not matter in the next big
tournaments I am there or
anyone else gets the nod,
India should be there at the
Asian Cup, I have already
said this.

"It is paramount for us as
a nation to keep being at the
Asian Cup so that we can
rub our shoulders with the
best in India, which is not
very often. This gives us a
chance to play friendlies
with better-ranked oppo-
nents leading up to the tour-
nament," said the talisman-
ic striker.

Would be great to play Asian Cup at home, I’m hitting my peak: Chhetri

Indian players celebrate with the national flag after winning their AFC Asian Cup 2023 Qualifiers final
round football match against Hong Kong, at VYBK stadium in Kolkata, Tuesday.

Dubai, Jun 15 (PTI):

India opener
Ishan Kishan climbed up
68 places to grab the sev-
enth spot among batters,
while the bowling duo of
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Yuzvendra Chahal also
made gains in the latest
ICC T20 rankings released
on Wednesday.

Kishan,who has been
one of India's consistent
performers in the ongoing
T20I home series against
South Africa, aggregating
164 runs in three matches
including two half-cen-
turies, has made a massive
jump to enter the top 10
among T20 batters.

The 23-year-old is the
lone Indian batter in the
top 10 with KL Rahul occu-
pying the 14 spot.

Skipper Rohit Sharma
and Shreyas Iyer have
dropped a place each to
16th and 17th spots respec-
tively, while Virat Kohli
has slid two places to 21st.

Among bowlers,
Bhuvneshwar is up seven
places to 11th while leg-

spinner Chahal has
climbed up four places to
26th.

Australia's Josh
Hazlewood has regained
his number one spot
among T20 bowlers, while
Maheesh Theekshana of
Sri Lanka is up 16 places to
eighth in the list.

In the Test rankings,
pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah has moved a spot
to third, behind compatri-
ot Ravichandran Ashwin,
who remains static on
number two.

Ravindra Jadeja and
Ashwin, however, contin-
ue to occupy the top two

spots in the all rounders'
list.

Rohit and Kohli re-
tained their seventh and 10
spots respectively among
batters while England's
Joe Root is back at the top
after smashing a second
successive century in the
ongoing ICC World Test
Championship series
against New Zealand.

Root, who had reached
within striking distance of
Marnus Labuschagne
after the first Test, has
wrested back the top spot
from the Australia batter,
whom he now leads by five
rating points.
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s Ishan Kishan jumps 68th

places to 7th in T20 batters list

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI):

The DY Patil Stadium in
Navi Mumbai will host the
summit clash of the U-17
Women's World Cup on
October 30 while the semi-
finals will be played in Goa,
FIFA and Local Organising
Committee (LOC) an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Bhubaneswar is set to
host India's three group
stage matches beginning on
October 11. The official
draw will take place on
June 24th. The 24 group
stage games will conclude
on October 18 and the
matches will be shared
among all three host states
Odisha, Goa and
Maharashtra. The quarter-
final round of games will
be held on October 21 and 22
following which the semi-fi-

nals will be held on October
26. The Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar will see hosts
India compete in all three
group stage games on
October 11, 14 and 17.

Meanwhile, the DY Patil
Stadium in Navi Mumbai
and the Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium in Fatorda
will equally share the four
quarterfinal games.

LOC Project Directors,
Ankush Arora and Nandini
Arora, in a joint statement
said, "We are extremely

grateful to FIFA, our host
states and all other stake-
holders for their continued
support in the aligned vi-
sion of uplifting women's
football. "The launch of the
schedule is a significant
moment on the road to the
historic tournament. The
preparations for hosting
India's second FIFA compe-
tition are progressing as
per timelines and we re-
main confident of deliver-
ing a highly successful tour-
nament, one which will pro-
vide a platform for future
stars of women's football to
shine." A total of 32 games
contested by 16 teams will
decide the winner of the
seventh edition of the bien-
nial youth tournament over
10 match-days, with each
venue hosting double head-
ers on each matchday.

FIFA U17 WOMEN’S WORLD CUP

Navi Mumbai to host final, India to play
group league Bhubaneswar

Wolverhampton, Jun 15 (AP):

England suffered its
worst home defeat since
1928 with a 4-0 loss to
Hungary in the Nations
League.

Less than a year after
reaching the European
Championship final on
home soil to raucous cele-
brations, England was
booed by its own fans after
a heavy loss to an unher-
alded Hungary team that
completed a double after
upsetting England last
week. European champion
Italy had it little better as it
was beaten 5-2 by Germany.

England's last game of
the long 2021-22 season will
ensure plenty of reflection
before the World Cup in
Qatar in five months' time.
Manager Gareth
Southgate, a national hero

during Euro 2020, had to
endure chants of you don't
know what you're doing."

It's our first big defeat in
a long time," England cap-
tain Harry Kane told

broadcaster Channel 4.
"Our defense has been

the structure behind our
success over the last four
or five years. It was a night
to forget of course but

we've got to take it on the
chin and move forward.

At the end of the day
we're preparing for what's
going to be a big World
Cup. That's the most impor-
tant thing. We'll learn from
it." Asked if Southgate re-
mained the right person to
coach England, Kane said:
"Without any question.
That's not a question I
should even be answering
if I'm honest.

There was tension before
the game kicked off as
England fans drowned out
the Hungarian anthem
with a chant referencing
Hungary's history of racist
abuse of players by fans.
Hungary was punished by
UEFA and FIFA for racist
incidents in games last
year, including one in
which England players
were abused.

England slumps to historic loss to
Hungary in Nations League

Hungary's striker Adam Szalai (C) leads the celebrations as
Hungary's players celebrate in front of their supporters after the
UEFA Nations League, league A group 3 football match between
England and Hungary at Molineux Stadium in Wolverhampton,
central England. Hungary won the game 4-0.

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI):

India's superstar javelin throw-
er Neeraj Chopra made a spec-
tacular return to competition
after his historic gold in the
Tokyo Olympics, a stunning
throw of 89.30m shattering his
national record and placing
him second in a star-studded
field at the Paavo Nurmi
Games in Turku, Finland, on
Tuesday. The 24-year-old
Chopra's first competitive
event after just over 10 months
was nothing short of extraordi-
nary as he nearly touched the
coveted 90m mark, considered
the gold standard in the world
of javelin throw.

Neeraj Chopra
shatters own

national record 

Goat ear cartilage
corrects human

body deformity in
Kolkata hospital

Kolkata, Jun 15 (PTI): A
team of researchers from
a state-run hospital and a
university in West Bengal
has claimed to have suc-
cessfully used cartilage
from the ears of goats to
correct body deformities
in at least 25 people.

Doctors of R G Kar
Medical College and
Hospital and scientists of
West Bengal University of
Animal and Fishery
Sciences used that carti-
lage to treat Microtia (a
congenital deformity of
the outer ear), cleft lips
and other body deformi-
ties caused by accidents.

The cost of treatment in
that process would be very
low, they said.

EC initiates revision of
electoral rolls in J&K

post-delimitation
New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI):
The Election Commission
has initiated the revision
of electoral rolls in
Jammu and Kashmir fol-
lowing the delimitation ex-
ercise and the draft rolls
will be prepared by August
31, sources said on
Wednesday.

Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar and Election
Commissioner Anup
Chandra Pandey carried
out a review and directed
the Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Electoral Officer to
map the redrawn assem-
bly constituencies.

The electoral roll revi-
sion needs to be carried
out before the first assem-
bly election in the Union
territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Officials said that inten-
sive and time-bound pre-
revision activities are re-
quired due to the redraw-
ing of assembly con-
stituencies.

Workers plant paddy saplings in a field, on the outskirts of Amritsar, Wednesday.

PADDY PLANTATION

Students on the first day of the opening of their school, in Thane, Wednesday.

BACK TO SCHOOL
Maha minister Parab fails

to appear before ED
Mumbai, Jun 15 (PTI): 

Maharashtra transport
minister and senior Shiv
Sena leader Anil Parab did
not appear before the
Enforcement Directorate
here on Wednesday in con-
nection with a money
laundering case, an ED of-
ficial said. The central
agency had summoned
Parab for questioning at
its zonal office here in a
probe linked to alleged vio-
lation of coastal regula-
tion zone provisions in the
construction of a resort at
coastal Dapoli in Ratnagiri
district.

The agency wanted to
record Parab's statement
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), officials had said
on Tuesday. An aide of

Parab told PTI
that the minis-
ter had submit-
ted a reply to
the ED sum-
mons on
Tuesday itself,
and therefore
he did not ap-
pear before it.

The ED had
raided premis-
es of Parab and some per-
sons allegedly linked to
him in May. Parab (57), is
a three-time Shiv Sena
legislator in the
Maharashtra Legislative
Council and is also the
state parliamentary af-
fairs minister. After the
raids on May 26, the ED
had questioned Parab and
recorded his preliminary
statement as part of the
case filed after taking cog-

nisance of a re-
cent Union
Environment
Ministry show-
cause notice
that termed
the Dapoli re-
sort "illegal".
Dapoli, about
230 km from
Mumbai, is a
scenic coastal

hill station. Parab is also
facing some other charges
of alleged irregularities
and corruption. The first
set of charges pertains to
allegations of purchasing
a parcel of land in Dapoli
in 2017 for a consideration
of Rs 1 crore. It is alleged
that the land was subse-
quently sold to a Mumbai-
based cable operator
Sadanand Kadam in 2020
for a consideration of Rs

1.10 crore. In between, a
resort was built on the
land. The Income Tax
Department made these
allegations after it con-
ducted raids in March
against some people al-
legedly close to Parab, in-
cluding Kadam and
deputy regional transport
officer Bajrang
Kharmate.

The CBDT had in March
stated that construction of
the resort started in 2017
and over Rs 6 crore was
spent in cash for it. "...rele-
vant facts about the con-
struction of the resort
were not intimated to the
registration authorities
and accordingly, the stamp
duty was paid only for the
registration of the land on
both the occasions i.e. in
2019 and 2020," it said.

Bishnoi remanded in 
7-day police custody

Chandigarh, Jun 15 (PTI): 

G a n g s t e r
Lawrence Bishnoi,
who was brought
under heavy securi-
ty to the state by the
Punjab Police from
Delhi in the early
hours of Wednesday,
is being questioned

at length in the singer
Sidhu Moosewala murder
case. Bishnoi is being
questioned at the Crime
Investigation Agency of-
fice in Kharar near here,
sources said.

After he was brought
from Delhi, Bishnoi was
produced before a court in
Mansa district which re-
manded him into seven-

day police custody. As per
an official statement is-
sued here on Tuesday
evening, Bishnoi has been
named as an accused and
conspirator in the murder
case of the singer.

A Delhi court on
Tuesday granted the
Punjab Police the transit
remand of Bishnoi to
take him to Punjab in the
case. The Delhi court
passed the order after the
Punjab Police produced
Bishnoi before it after for-
mally arresting him in
the case.

After being brought to
Mansa, he was produced
before a court following a
medical check-up at the
district civil hospital. The

court later remanded him
into week-long custody of
the Punjab Police, the
sources said. From Delhi
to Mansa and then from
Mansa to Kharar, Bishnoi
was brought in a bullet-
proof vehicle under
heavy police escort.

The Special
Investigation Team con-
stituted in the Moosewala
murder case and the Anti-
Gangster Task Force will
question him at length,
the sources said. The SIT
probing the murder case
of Moosewala is making
steady progress,
Additional Director
General of Punjab Police
Pramod Ban had said on
Tuesday.

Bhaderwah/Jammu, Jun 15 (PTI):

Curfew was re-
laxed for two hours
on Wednesday in
Bhaderwah town of
Jammu and

Kashmir's Doda while it
was completely lifted in
the neighbouring
Kishtwar district head-
quarters, officials said.

Curfew and strict re-
strictions under prohibito-
ry orders were imposed in
parts of Jammu regions
Chenab valley, including
Bhaderwah and Kishtwar
on June 9 following com-
munal tension in the wake
of protests over the re-
marks of former BJP
spokesperson Nupur
Sharma on Prophet
Mohammad and social
media posts by some right
wing local activists in her

support.
The broadband and mo-

bile internet services,
however, remained sus-
pended for the seventh
consecutive day in both
Doda and Kishtwar dis-
tricts. "The curfew was re-

laxed in Bhaderwah town
for two hours from 3.30 pm
till 5.30 pm," Additional
Deputy Commissioner,
Bhaderwah, Dil Mir
Chowdhary told PTI.

He said the relaxation
followed a series of meet-

ings between socio-reli-
gious organisations and
the civil-police adminis-
tration during which both
the communities, includ-
ing representatives of Shri
Sanatan Dharam Sabha in
Bhaderwah, Anjuman-e-
Islamia and senior citi-
zens council called for
maintaining peace and
brotherhood.

Officials said the meet-
ing was also attended by
Deputy Commissioner
Doda, Vikas Sharma and
Senior Superintendent of
Police Abdul Qayoom.

During the meeting,
Senior citizens Council
Bhadarwah urged the ad-
ministration to relax the
curfew to allow people to
buy essential commodi-
ties. Shops and business
establishments reopened
soon after the relaxation

was announced and people
were seen making pur-
chases, officials said,
adding security forces are
deployed in strength and
are keeping a close watch
on the situation.

Senior Superintendent
of Police, Kishtwar,
Shafqat Hussain Bhat said
the day curfew was lifted
from Kishtwar town early
this morning.

The curfew was relaxed
for one-and-a-half hours
on Monday and five hours
on Tuesday and there was
no untoward incident re-
ported from anywhere
during the relaxation peri-
od. "After 5-hours relax-
ation yesterday (Tuesday),
a full day relaxation was
given in curfew today and
the situation in the entire
district is normal," the
SSP said.

Cherrapunji logs 
whopping 811.6 mm 

of rainfall in a day

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

As monsoon rain pum-
melled the northeast,
Cherrapunji in Meghalaya
recorded a massive 811.6
mm of rainfall in 24 hours
ending 8:30 am on
Wednesday, the highest in
June since 1995, the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) said.

One of the wettest
places in the world,
Cherrapunji has recorded
more than 750 mm of pre-
cipitation on a June day on
10 occasions since the IMD

started keeping records,
the IMD data showed.

On June 16, 1995, the
town nestled in the East
Khasi Hills gauged 1563.3
mm of rainfall. A day be-
fore, on June 15, 1995, it re-
ceived 930 mm of precipi-
tation.

The Met office said the
southwest monsoon fur-
ther advanced into more
parts of Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu
and coastal Andhra
Pradesh on Wednesday.

It said the ongoing spell
of intense rainfall is likely
to continue in the north-
east and sub-Himalayan
West Bengal and Sikkim
during the next five days.

Chidambaram accuses Delhi police of forcibly entering AICC HQ
New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
and former home minister
P Chidambaram on
Wednesday said the police
action at the AICC head-
quarters was an "outra-
geous violation of liberty"
and every legal and politi-
cal norm in a democracy
was "violated".

The Congress alleged
that some Delhi Police per-
sonnel forcibly entered its
headquarters and beat up
party workers and leaders
on Wednesday, a day the
party staged protests
against the questioning of
Rahul Gandhi by the
Enforcement Directorate.
The party demanded that

an FIR for "criminal tres-
pass" be registered, the
erring police personnel be
suspended and discipli-
nary action initiated
against them. Reacting to
the developments at the
AICC headquarters here,
Chidambaram said on
Twitter, "What the police
did at the AICC office this
morning was an outra-
geous violation of liberty."

The police had no
search warrant or arrest
warrant, yet they entered
the office, pulled out
Congress leaders and
members, including MPs,
and threw them on the
road, he alleged. "The
roughing up of Mr Adhir
Ranjan Choudhary and

others has been captured
on video," Chidambaram
said. "Every legal norm
and political norm in a
democracy was violated.
We condemn the action of
the police in the strongest
terms," he said.

Earlier, Congress' chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said, "In an act
of absolute goondaism
perpetuated by the Delhi
Police at the instance of
the Modi government, the
police today forcibly en-
tered the national head-
quarters of the Congress
here and beat up party
workers and leaders. This
is patently criminal tres-
pass. The goondaism of
Delhi Police and Modi gov-

ernment has reached its
zenith." The Delhi Police,
however, rejected as "total-
ly false" the allegations

that its personnel forcibly
entered the Congress
headquarters and beat up
party workers and leaders.

p Highest in June 
in 27 years
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Outrageous Violation Of Liberty

In money laundering case

The Delhi Police on Wednesday rejected as "totally false" the allega-
tions that its personnel forcibly entered the Congress headquarters and
beat up party workers and leaders on a day the party staged protests
against the questioning of Rahul Gandhi by the Enforcement Directorate.
The Delhi Police said despite its suggestion to hold the protest at Jantar
Mantar, Congress leaders with "utter disregard of Supreme Court guide-
lines" tried to create public disturbances in the area. "The allegations are
totally false and we denied them strongly," a senior police officer said.
The party, however, shared purported video clips on social media show-
ing police personnel entering its office premises. The police officer said,
"We tried to stop them and tried to close the gate of AICC (All India
Congress Committee) in order to prevent a procession from being taken
out. "In this process, their might be some scrimmage, but police had not
tried to enter the premises of the AICC and they had no reason to enter."
The police officer said, "They (Congress workers and leaders) were not
listening to the police. We had been telling them for the past three days
that no procession is allowed. We had been giving them the chance to
hold their protest at the designated place at Jantar Mantar.

‘Allegations false’

Too premature to comment
on it: Gopalkrishna Gandhi

on Prez candidate buzz
New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

With his name doing the
rounds as a possible
choice for the Opposition's
candidate for presidential
polls, former West Bengal
governor Gopalkrishna
Gandhi on Wednesday
said it is "too premature"
to comment on the matter.

Gandhi was the consen-
sus opposition candidate
for the post of Vice
President of India in 2017
but had lost to M Venkaiah
Naidu in the election.

Sources said some
Opposition leaders talked
to Gandhi over the phone
and urged him to consider
their request for being the
joint opposition candidate
for the post of President.

Asked about his name
doing the rounds as a pos-
sible choice for the

Opposition's candidate for
presidential polls, Gandhi

told PTI, "It is too prema-
ture to comment on it."

According to sources,
Gandhi, who was gover-
nor of West Bengal from
2004 to 2009, has sought
some time from these lead-
ers to respond to their re-
quest. The 77-year-old for-

mer bureaucrat has also
served as India's High
Commissioner to South
Africa and Sri Lanka. He
is the grandson of
Mahatma Gandhi and C
Rajagopalachari.

Also on Wednesday,
West Bengal chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee held
a meeting with various op-
position parties to deliber-
ate on the opposition's
choice of a presidential
nominee. Some leaders
had proposed the name of
NCP patron Sharad Pawar,
but the veteran leader has
declined to contest.

The election to elect a
successor to incumbent
Ram Nath Kovind would
be held on July 18. Kovind
had defeated joint opposi-
tion nominee Meira
Kumar in the last presi-
dential polls.

Gopalkrishna Gandhi

Curfew relaxed for 2 hrs in J&K’s Bhaderwah
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Security personnel keep vigil during a two-hour relaxation
in the curfew imposed by administration, at Bhaderwah in
Doda district, Wednesday.

Lifted in Kishtwar
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Yoga session 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The National
Mission for Clean Ganga
will be holding Yoga ses-
sions on every ghat on
the occasion of the
International Day of
Yoga, a senior official
said on Wednesday.
NMCG Director General G
Asok Kumar said the
society will hold Yoga
sessions on every ghat of
the Ganga river.

Nomination
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The process
to file nominations for
the presidential election
began on Wednesday
with the Election
Commission issuing a
notification calling upon
the electors to fill the
vacancy. The election is
scheduled to be held on
July 18.

Operational
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The waste-to-
energy (WTE) plant
beside the Ghazipur land-
fill site here became
operational on
Wednesday, Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Saxena
said. "Of the 2600 MTs
garbage generated daily
in East Delhi, the Plant
will consume 1300 MTs
per day & would reduce
additional burden of fresh
waste on the mounds at
Ghazipur," he tweeted.

Stone
AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd:: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
will lay the foundation
stone for the permanent
campus of the Central
University of Gujarat to
come up on a 100-acre
land at Kundhela village
near Vadodara during his
June 18 event in the city,
the state government
said on Wednesday.
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Bollywood actors Nushrratt
Bharuccha and Anud Singh Dhaka
pose for photos during a promo-
tional event for their upcoming

film Janhit Mein Jaari, in
Ahmedabad, Wednesday.
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Bilaspur, Jun 15:

The condition of 11-year-
old boy Rahul Sahu, who
was rescued from a
borewell in Janjgir
Champa district after an
over 100-hour-long opera-
tion, is currently stable and
he is being treated for sep-
sis, a doctor at the hospital
where he is admitted here
said on Wednesday.

Usually, the treatment of
sepsis takes minimum
seven days. It is difficult to
predict when Rahul will be
discharged, the Bilaspur-
based Apollo Hospital's
senior consultant (paedia-

trician) Dr Sushil Kumar
said. The infection could be

fatal, he added. Releasing a
medical bulletin of the res-

cued boy, Dr Kumar said
Rahul has multiple in-

juries due to which he has
fever. Since Rahul was in-
side the borewell for sever-
al hours, bacteria entered
his body causing infection,
and his blood test also re-
vealed the same," he said.

The boy is being given
antibiotics and other med-
ications to treat the infec-
tion, he said. "As a backup
plan, we are planning a
video conference with doc-
tors of the Indrapastha
Apollo, Delhi, said Dr
Kumar said. The reports of
several tests are yet to be
received, he added.
Bilaspur's Chief Medical
and Health Officer Dr
Pramod Mahajan said
Rahul is currently stable
and his all body parts are
functioning properly.

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi appeared before the
ED on Wednesday for the
third consecutive day of
questioning in the National
Herald money laundering
case, with the agency seek-
ing answers about his "per-
sonal role" in taking deci-
sions with regard to the
media organisation and its
owner Young Indian.

Gandhi (51) arrived at the
ED headquarters on APJ
Abdul Kalam Road in cen-
tral Delhi around 11.35 am
with his "Z+" category
CRPF security escort.

He was accompanied by
his sister and Congress gen-

eral secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra as his convoy
whizzed past police barri-
cades thronged by media
persons and party support-
ers. A huge contingent of
police and paramilitary
personnel has been de-
ployed around the federal
agency's office, and pro-
hibitory orders under sec-
tion 144 of the Code of
Criminal Procedure (CrPC)
are in force. The question-

ing began at 12 noon and
the ED has been conducting
a video and audio recording
of the statement of Gandhi
during all the three days'
sessions.

His statements are being
typed on A4 size papers and
are minutely reviewed by
him and signed before sub-
mission to the investigating
officer.

Gandhi, agency sources
told PTI, is being asked
about the assets worth
about Rs 800 crore "owned"
by AJL and how a not-for-
profit company like Young
Indian (YI) was undertak-
ing commercial activities of
renting out its land and
building assets.

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

A day after the govern-
ment unveiled the ambi-
tious "Agnipath" scheme
for recruitment of soldiers
in the Army, Navy and the
Air Force largely on a four-
year short-term contractu-
al basis, the Indian Army
on Wednesday said it will
recruit 40,000 soldiers in
the coming months.

"The Indian Army will
recruit 25,000 'Agniveers' in
the next 180 days and the
process for recruitment of
the remaining 15,000 will
begin a month after that,"
Vice Chief of Army Staff
Lt General B S Raju told
PTI. He further said that
the recruitment drive will
be in all the 773 districts
throughout the country.

"It will cover every dis-
trict of the country," he

added. Gen Raju said that
the defence minister is em-
powered to make neces-
sary changes according to
operational requirements.

The "Agnipath" scheme
is being seen as a major
overhaul of the decades-
old selection process to
bring in fitter and younger
troops to deal with future
security challenges facing
the nation. Under the
scheme, around 46,000 sol-
diers between the ages of
17 and a half years and 21
years will be recruited this
year into the three servic-
es, the defence ministry
had said on Tuesday.

The recruitment will be
based on an "all-India, all-
class" basis that is set to
change the composition of
some regiments that re-
cruit youths from specific
regions as well as castes.

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

The CBI on Wednesday arrested
Kalyani Singh, daughter of the
Acting Chief Justice of Himachal
Pradesh High Court, in connec-
tion with the killing of national
level shooter Sukhmanpreet
Singh alias Sippy Sidhu over six
years ago in Chandigarh, offi-
cials said.
They said during investigation,
the CBI found some documen-
tary evidence suggesting that
Kalyani Singh and Sidhu were
close and a romantic relation-
ship had turned sour. The cen-

tral agency had called Kalyani
Singh, daughter of Acting Chief
Justice Sabina Singh, for ques-
tioning where she was found
evasive in responses following
which she was arrested, sources
said. The central agency had
registered the FIR in the killing
of Sidhu who was also a lawyer,
on April 13, 2016 on the request
of Chandigarh Administration,
the CBI said in a statement.
During further investigation,
alleged involvement of accused
(Kalyani Singh) came forth in
the case. Accordingly, she was
examined and arrested.

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

Government advisory
panel NTAGI will meet on
Thursday to review data on
Covaxin and Corbevax vac-
cines for the 6-12 age group
and also deliberate on re-
ducing the gap between the
second and precaution
doses from the current
nine to six months.

The National Technical
Advisory Group on
Immunisation (NTAGI)
will hold its meeting amid
a fresh spike in COVID-19
cases in the country.

Currently, those aged 12
years and above are vacci-
nated against COVID-19.

The agenda for the
NTAGI's Standing
Technical Sub-Committee
(STSC) meeting includes
discussion on a study by
the CMC Vellore on the fea-
sibility of allowing precau-
tion dose of a COVID-19
vaccine separate from the
one used for primary vacci-
nation, the Covid burden
in paediatric population,
and log-term safety of
ZyCoV-D vaccine, official
sources said. India's drug
regulator in April had
granted emergency use au-
thorisation for Biological
E's COVID-19 vaccine

Corbevax for those aged
five to 12 years and Bharat
Biotech's Covaxin for chil-
dren in the age group of six
to 12 years. The Covid
Working Group of NTAGI
which reviewed the find-
ings of the Christian
Medical College (CMC)
Vellore study in May had
found a lack of uniformity
in results upon mixing of
jabs for booster shots.

The study stated that the
scientific evidence showed
that administering a boost-
er dose of Covishield after
primary vaccination with
Covaxin gives 6 to 10 times
higher antibody level as
compared to when Covaxin
is given as the precaution

dose after a gap of six
months after the primary
schedule.

"However, the same ad-
vantage was not observed
when Covaxin as a booster
shot was given after two
Covishield doses," an offi-
cial source had told PTI.

Considering program-
matic challenges, it was de-
cided that the matter
would be discussed in the
NTAGI's STSC meeting for
final recommendation.

Also, the committee in
its meeting held in May
cited lack of clear evidence
of benefit of reducing the
interval between last dose
of the primary schedule
and the protection dose.

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

The BJP on Wednesday
began the consultation ex-
ercise on evolving a con-
sensus name for the presi-
dential election with sen-
ior party leader Rajnath
Singh speaking to a num-
ber of key opposition lead-
ers including Mallikarjun
Kharge, Mamata Banerjee
and Akhilesh Yadav,
sources said on Wednesday.

The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) has authorised
Singh and party's chief J P
Nadda to consult with
other parties for building
consensus on a presiden-
tial candidate. Singh made

the calls to Kharge,
Banerjee and Yadav be-
sides some other leaders on
a day when leaders of 17
opposition parties met
here to build a consensus
on a joint opposition candi-
date. Singh has also called
Janata Dal (United) leader
and Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar and Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) supremo
and Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik to deliber-
ate upon the presidential
polls, the sources said.

The opposition leaders
asked Singh about BJP-led
NDA's nominee for the
presidential election, they
said.

NTAGI to review Covaxin, Corbevax data for 6-12 years
̈ Discuss reducing

booster dose gap

Boy rescued from borewell stable
̈ Undergoing sepsis

treatment

BBiillaassppuurr::  CM Bhupesh Baghel
visited the Apollo Hospital
and met the rescued boy
Rahul and his mother. On this
occasion mother of Rahul was
all praise for CM and he is
like a God for them for saving
life of Rahul. 
On this CM said that he just
fulfilled his responsibility and
extended greetings to all
from the NDRF, SDRF, District
Collector, SP and entire team

for doing such remarkable job
of rescuing Rahul from 65
feet borewell. On this occa-
sion CM made declaration to

bear the cost of entire expen-
diture on Rahul's education
by the state government as
well.

CM inquires about Rahul’s health
̈ Declares to bear

expenditure for
his education

AGNIPATH SCHEME

Army to recruit 40k soldiers
in coming months

CJ’s daughter arrested
in athlete murder case

25 Hours And Counting

ED quizzes Rahul for 3rd consecutive day
Prez poll: Rajnath reaches
out to key Oppn leaders

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

Some petrol pumps in
states like Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Karnataka have run dry
following a sudden surge in
demand at PSU outlets that
followed curtailment of op-
erations by private fuel re-
tailers to check the heavy
losses they were suffering
from trying to compete
with heavily under-priced
rates of public sector com-
panies.

The government howev-
er said there were suffi-
cient supplies of petrol and
diesel to meet extra de-
mand but admitted that the
rush to PSU bunks was
leading to delays and in-
creased waiting time for
customers.

PSU fuel retailers Indian
Oil, HPCL and BPCL
haven't raised petrol and
diesel prices in tandem
with the rise in crude oil
(raw material cost). They
sell petrol at a loss of Rs 14-
18 per litre and diesel at Rs
20-25 - a loss that private re-
tailers Nayara Energy, Jio-
bp and Shell aren't able to
absorb. A few petrol pumps

of Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL)
and Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) in
states like Rajasthan and
Madhya Pradesh ran out of
fuel, particularly diesel
after customers of private
retailers shifted to them.

HPCL in a tweet stated
that its pumps in
Rajasthan had seen a near
41 per cent rise in petrol
sales in May over the previ-
ous month and 32 per cent
in diesel while sales of pri-
vate companies fell 10.5 per
cent and 30 per cent, re-
spectively.

In Madhya Pradesh, the
petrol sales rose 40.6 per
cent and diesel by 46.1 per
cent as compared to a 4.3
per cent and 29.5 per cent
drop in private fuel retail-
ers. BPCL too has wit-
nessed a similar volume
surge in these states.

"In the past few days,
some areas have reported a
big increase in instances of
rush at the PSU retail out-
lets (petrol pumps), leading
to delays and increased
waiting time for cus-
tomers. This has, in turn,
led to speculation of supply
constraints by the public
sector oil marketing com-
panies," the oil ministry
said in a statement.

Petrol pumps in
hinterland go dry
̈ Govt claims 

sufficient supplies 

New Delhi, Jun 15: 

The Union Cabinet has
approved the modalities
for holding 5G spectrum
auctions, and 72097.85
MHz of radio waves will
be put on the block by
July-end, an official re-
lease said on Wednesday.

The Cabinet also decid-
ed to enable the develop-
ment and setting up of
'Private Captive Networks'
to spur a wave of innova-
tion in new-age industry
applications such as ma-
chine-to-machine commu-
nications, Internet of
Things (IoT), Artificial
Intelligence (AI) across au-
tomotive, healthcare, agri-
culture, energy, and other
sectors.

"The Union Cabinet
chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has ap-
proved a proposal of the
Department of
Telecommunications to
conduct spectrum auction
through which spectrum
will be assigned to the suc-
cessful bidders for provid-
ing 5G services to public
and enterprises," the re-
lease said.

A total of 72097.85 MHz
of spectrum with a validi-
ty period of 20 years will
be put to auction to be held
by the end of July, 2022.

Cabinet gives
nod for 5G
auctions

BACK TO SCHOOL

Many a private schools were opened a day earlier and children are made to go inside forming a line before

entering the School premises.
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Raipur, Jun 15: 

The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel will vir-
tually inaugurate ‘Shala
Pravesh Utsav’ from his of-
ficial residence at 1:30 pm
tomorrow. This pro-
gramme will be telecast
live online in selected few
main schools. CM will in-
augurate closed 260
schools in Naxal infested
areas of Sukma,
Dantewada, Bijapur and
Narayanpur by pressing a
button. In these schools
around 11,013 children will
get benefitted and in this
highest of 158 School
which will be re-opened in
Bijapur; 97 in Sukma, 4 in
Narayanpur and 1 in
Dantewada district. CM
Baghel will inaugurate the
programme by garlanding
on the photo of
Chhattisgarhi Mahatari

and Swamy Atmanand.
On this occasion CM

will hold talks with the
children and their parents
of the Schools being re-
opened. The School
Education Minister Dr
Premsai Singh Tekam and
Minister in-Charge
Bijapur Kawasi Lakhma
will also address in this
programme. In this pro-
gramme CM will welcome
the students and will also
distribute text-books on-
line.

District-level prog to
start at 3:00 pm:

In this state-wide ‘Shala
Pravesh Utsav’, after the
main programme, the
District –level ‘Pravesh
Utsav’ will start at 3:00 pm.
In this the newly admitted

school children will be dis-
tributed sweets, applied
with ‘gulal’ and will be dis-
tributed text-books. The
guests will inform benefi-
ciaries about various
schemes and benefits from
‘Mahatari Dular Yojana’,
‘Cycle distribution’, spe-
cial institutions for differ-
ently able children and
symbolic distribution of
scholarship will be done.
In this programme the dis-
trict and block-level offi-

cers, Principals of ‘shala
Sankul’ will apprise the
parents about the work
plan prepared to better the
quality of education from
this session. In this select-
ed children will present
cultural programme and
then discussions will be
held between parents and
school management com-
mittee members.

It is notable here that
based upon the demand of
the community in the four
Naxal-affected districts,
the state government has
taken initiative and decid-
ed to restart 260 schools. In
this regard, the Collectors
of four Naxal-affected dis-
tricts – Narayanpur,
Dantewada, Bijapur and
Sukma have been directed
by the School Education
Department to complete
the preparations at their
level.

CM to inaugurate closed
260 schools online today

In Naxal infested areas under ‘Shala Pravesh Utsav’

 11,013 students to 

benefit in these schools

Raipur, Jun  15: 

Director General of
Police Ashok Juneja re-
viewed the law and order
situation in the state and
effective crime prevention
in a meeting organized
through video conferenc-
ing at the Police
Headquarters today.
Inspector General of
Police of all ranges and
Superintendents of Police
of all districts of the state
attended the meeting.

DGP Mr. Juneja re-
viewed in detail the action
taken against operators of

chit fund companies and
work being done to get
back money of the in-
vestors duped by chit fund
companies as per the in-
structions of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
He directed the officials
concerned to take swift ac-
tion in these cases.

Besides, Mr. Juneja direct-
ed to take stern action
against the criminals in-
volved in drug trafficking,
theft, robbery and knife
crimes to curb related
crimes in the state. He also
directed to ensure effective
action under the relevant
Act against those involved

activities like gambling, il-
legal betting and sale of il-
licit liquor.

While reviewing the
control of property related
crimes, violent crimes,
crime against women and
children in all the dis-
tricts, DGP Juneja said
that strict action should be

taken against the accussed
to control the related
crimes.

Inquiring about the law
and order situation in all
the districts of the state,
Juneja directed the offi-
cers to take all necessary
measures and action to
maintain social harmony
in the state. He directed to
take preventive action
against criminals and
goons in the state and take
effective action to reduce
social crime, gambling,
betting and sale of illicit
liquor.

Additional Director
General of Police Mr.
Vivekanand Sinha, Mr.
Himanshu Gupta,
Inspector General of
Police Intelligence Mr.
Anand Chhabra and sen-
ior officers of Police
Headquarters were pres-
ent on the occasion.

DGP reviewes law and order situation and crime prevention in state
 Reviewed the

progress of action

taken against the

operators of chit

fund companies

Raipur, Jun 15:

The Hackathon compe-
tition in the name of
‘Hack-Manthan’ was inau-
gurated in the chief pres-
ence of DGP of State
Ashok Juneja and special
guest on the occasion was
Diector IIIT Pradeep
Sinha and head of
Technical Services
Pradeep Gupta and Addl.
DGP. It is notable here
that in order to find out
solutions to technical sub-
jects of the state police,
Chhattisgarh Police along
with IIIT is holding
Hackathon in the name of
‘Hack-Manthan’.

Addl. DGP (technical

services)  Kavi Gupta in-
formed that in this
month-long competition,
a total of 460 teams of
technical institutions
from all over the country
related to IT viz. IITs,
NITs, IIITs  will be taking
part. It is based upon the
applications accepted , in
the first leg from June 13-
20 the participants will
make efforts to find out
solution to problem state-
ments through coding.
After the first round of

the competition, a total of
12 teams will be short-list-
ed for the final round and
the final round will be
held at Hotel Marriot on
June 29 and in this the se-
lected teams will give
presentation of the solu-
tions prepared by them. It
is based upon this compe-
tition that the top three
teams will be finalized
and will be paid cash
prize of Rs 80000; Rs 40000
and Rs 20000 each.

In this regard DGP

Ashok Juneja informed
that now time has come
more and more use of
technology is done in
policing and make it
ultra-modern, so as to put
effective check on technol-
ogy based cyber crimes.

Technology services
Chief Pradeep Gupta,
Addl. DGP informed that
in order to make the
Hack-Manthan more rele-
vant and interesting, the
problem statements being
faced in the day-to-day

policing have been includ-
ed in this competition.
The track-1 includes- solu-
tion for tracking cryp-
tocurrency based transac-
tions; Track-2-
Upgradation of feeds
from CCTV cameras for
policing; Track-3 -filtering
and speech emotion
recognition of the emer-
gency calls through Dial
112; Track-4-Analysis of
Crime Data.

Asst. DGP (Technical
Services) Manish Sharma

informed that they have
received good response
for this national-level
competition and more
than 1200 applicants have
sent their applications so
far and this speaks of suc-
cess of this competition.
In this competition, com-
bined efforts are being
made joining hands with
the corporate sector.

Director IIIT Pradeep
Sinha informed that this
is first of its kind pro-
gramme being organized
by the Police Department
and IIIT and held the need
to organize such competi-
tions in the near future as
well. At the inaugural
function, senior police of-
ficers of the Police Hq’s,
entire staff from the tech-
nical department,
Professors and students
from IIIT and participants
were present in large
number.

Police deptt and IIIT to organize ‘Hack-Manthan’
 Total 460 teams 

from top technology

institutes like NIT,

IIT, IIIT to participate

Raipur, Jun 15: Fire
broke out in the city’s gov-
ernment college viz. Pt.
Jawaharlal Nehru Medical
College on Wednesday af-
ternoon. The fire broke
out in lecture hall-1 and
this created sensation. All
the students present were
safely taken out and the
fire-brigade was also call
and the fire was brought
under control well on
time. The exact reasons be-
hind the fire breaking out
could not be known till the
writing of these lines. It is
due to prompt action on
part of the College staff
that a major mishap was

averted due to this fire. As
per information in this the
fire broke out in the lec-
ture hall No. 1 of the
Medical College when the
students were waiting for
lecture in the hall. All of
sudden they found smoke
emitting from the AC and
the fire broke out all of
sudden. At that time
around 40 students were
sitting in the hall and they
were all taken out safely.
On getting information
about fire breaking out the

College staff first pull
down the main electricitiy
supply line of the College
and this prevented a major
mishap. Though there was
minor loss to the plastic
false ceiling in the hall due
to burning of the wires.
Meanwhile the Dean
Medical College has given
responsibility of conduct-
ing inquiry into the fire to
JNM administration and
they will find out the rea-
sons behind the fire and
submit report soon.

Fire breaks out in hall 
No.1 of Medical College

 40 students sitting 
to attend lecture
safely taken out

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1155::  The meeting of
the Mayor in Council of Raipur
Municipal Corporation will be
held on June 16 from 12 noon. In
the meeting, development works
done during the tenure of two
and a half years of MIC, upcom-
ing action plan, revenue recov-
ery, work done in wards, budget,
measures to eliminate the mos-
quitoes in the city, illegal ploting,
pension case and  waterlogging.
Discussions will be held on the

cleaning of drains prior to  the
rains. RK Dongre, Secretary,
Municipal Corporation said that
on the orders of RMC Mayor
Aiyaz Dhebar, the information of
the meeting has been issued by
the Municipal Secretariat. The
meeting will be held in the meet-
ing room located on the third
floor of the corporation head-
quarters building. All MIC mem-
bers have been asked to be pres-
ent in the meeting.  

RMC Mayor-in-Council
meeting today

Development works to be discussed

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1155::

The ‘Nav Sankalp Shivir’ of
DCC Raipur (Rural) was held
at party’s HO in Rajiv Bhavan
with objectives to strengthen
the organisation and to pass
on the state government’s
policies and news about its
development works to the
masses. After successful
organisation of ‘Nav Sankalp
Shivir’ in Udaipur, it was under
guidance of PCC that the
same camp was organised
under leadership of DCC
Raipur (rural) President
Udhoram Verma and Raipur
district in-charge Rajendra
Sahu here on Wednesday. On
this occasion former state
president and MLA Abhanpur
Bhupendra Sahu and District
President DCC Raipur (rural)
Udhoram Verma hoisted the
party’s flag and performed
national song and state song
and inaugurated the camp.
Minister Ravindra Choubey

said that the false propoganda
by the BJP should be brought
into open and made an appeal
to do lot of hard work in order
to bring back the government
in the state in next VS and also
make preparations for LS
seats.

Minister for urban adminis-
tration Dr Shiv Kumar Daharia
reminded the party workers
about the significant contribu-
tion made by the Congress
government in the country’s
freedom struggle and the
development works after its

Independence. Former State
President and MLA Abhanpur
Dhanendra Sahu said that it
should be an honour that we
all are members of Congress
party. The leaders of the party
have given valuable contribu-
tion in the freedom struggle
and in carrying out massive
development right after
Independence. He charged
that these days the BJP gov-
ernment at the Centre is try-
ing to malign the image of for-
mer PM Late Pt. Jawahar Lal
Nehru and Father of Nation

Mahatma Gandhi through
social media platforms and
asked all the remain on the
alert. MLA Satyanarayan
Sharma said that more and
more general public should be
associated with the party and
strengthen the organisation.
Chairman State Mineral
Development Corpoation
Girish Dewangan said that it is
through foot-march, social,
political and other samitis
efforts should  be made to
associate more and more
workers.  PCC general secy.

Amarjeet Chawla raised ques-
tion on the action taken by ED
against Rahul Gandhi and the
works done to distract people
through high inflation and
unemployment.

Rajya Sabha MP Chhaya
Verma, MLA Anita Sharma, ex-
Mayor and Raipur LS MP can-
didate in last elections
Pramod Dubey, ex-MLA Janak
Ram Verma, general secy.
Chandrashekhar Shukla also
addressed the gathering.

The programme was con-
ducted by Rajendra Sahu gen-
eral secy and in-Charge DCC
Raipur (rural) and vote of
thanks was proposed by
District Panchayat President
Domeshwari Verma. It was
attended by Guru Khushwant
Sahu, Pankaj Sharma, Dwarika
Sahu, Pappu Rajendra
Banjare, DCC V-Ps, general
secretaries, BCC Presidents,
Janpad presidents and heads
of all the cells of Congress at
district-level.

‘Nav Sankalp Shivir’ of DCC Raipur (rural) held

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1155::  

Krishna Public School bright-
ened its campus with lots of
beautiful dance performances
in the recently held event
“Kaushal Mahotsav Fusion”,
where students from different
age groups from 5 to 19 and
above participated in National
Dance Competition. Around 140
students participated in Kaushal
Mahotsav Fusion in Semi classi-
cal, western, bollywood and folk
dance within categories solo,
duet and group.  The pro-

gramme inaugurated with a
lighting lamp and greeting to all
participants and parents along
with judges. 

KPS Executive Director
Ashutosh Tripathi, Principal
Priyanka Tripathi were the spe-
cial guest of honour for this
event. Renowned Finger Insect
(Member of Tatting India)
Shashank Vishwakarma,
Classical Dancer and ICCR Panel
Artist Shweta Naik and
Chhattisgarh Representative in
India for Hip Hop Dancing
Ashish Deshmukh were present

in the judgment panel.  Out of
140 students across the nation
Smaira Agrawal in Bollywood
(Senior) Category, Apeksha
Sanghi in Semi-classical (Junior)
category, Sampurna Roy
Choudhary in Semi-Classical
(Senior) category, Rishi Singh
Western Solo (Open) category,
Aryan & Arshita Western (Duet)
category and H Boys Crew
Western (Group) Senior catego-
ry were Star Performers and
winners of the competition.
Dance Gurus Sangeeta Kapse,
Anjani Thakur, Johnson, Rakesh
Rameteke, Kamlesh Markam,
Khushi Jain, Swapnil Premdas
Shyam Kunwar, and Chandani
were felicitated “Guru
Samman” from Chhattisgarh.
Mangesh sir, Pawan sir, Somu
sir and Anand sir were awarded
“Guru Samman” from Nagpur. 
The event concluded with prize
distribution and group photo-
graphs of participants. 

KPS Kaushal Mahotsav Fusion concludes
with mesmerizing performances



www.centralchronicle.in CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, THURSDAY, JUNE 16,  2022 03

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  THURSDAY,  JUNE  16,  2022

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 15: World
Blood Donor Day is celebrat-
ed on June 14th every year.
A Blood donation camp was
organised at the Blood bank
of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
JLN Hospital and Research
Centre's to mark World
Blood Donor Day.

The event was inaugurat-
ed with blood donating by
KK Singh, ED (P & A) and
Dr SK Issar, ED (M & HS).
The Blood Bank Centre at
JLNH RC that has been op-
erational since many years
is one of the most important
sections rendering valuable

services for many decades.
SAIL-BSP has been encour-
aging more and more people
to come forward to donate
blood by publicising the
merits of blood donation
and the important role that

donors can play in saving
lives. JLNHRC's Blood Bank
has recorded 3549, 4271, 2982,
2344 and 2264 units of blood
donation in years 2017, 18,
19, 20 and 2021. In the years
2017, 18, 19, 20 and 2021, as

many as 5618, 7937, 4473, 3256
and 2999 units of blood were
issued including RBC and
components. Besides the
large volume of blood col-
lected, a large number of
tests are carried out every

year at blood bank.
Throughout the year, blood
is given to Thalassemia,
Sickling and Dialysis pa-
tients on non-replacement
basis. Close attention is paid
to screening of blood donat-

ed to prevent any infection.
While qualified doctors and
efficient technologists keep
a close watch, among the
checks in place are Internal
Controls & Kit Acceptance
tests being conducted,
Antisera Quality control
done routinely for better
performance, Equipment
Calibration & proper main-
tenance and Sterility check
and QC of each product pre-
pared in Blood Centre. In
March 2019, ID NAT or
Individual Donor Nucleic
Acid Testing machine was
installed. The ID NAT ma-
chine helps in detecting
even low dose of infection

and is an advanced test
which prevents transmis-
sion of infection. As many
as 2461 and 2342 ID NAT
tests have been carried out
in 2020 and 2021.

JLN HRC's blood bank
centre played an important
role during the period when
dengue spread in 2018.
Platelets were separated
and issued for all patients
who needed it. As many as
3663 units of blood and
blood products were donat-
ed during Dengue wave in
August and September 2018.
More than 1800 platelet
units were used for dengue
patients in 2018.

114 missing mobile phones 
recovered; handed over to owners

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 15: Durg
Police have searched and
recovered 114 nos missing
mobile phones from differ-
ent districts of the state.
Total value of the recov-
ered mobile phones is
around Rs 30 lakhs. The re-
covered devices were
handed over to the con-
cerned owners during a
simple function held at the
Police Control Room in
Sector 6 on Wednesday.

It needs to be mentioned
here that on the instruc-
tions of the Inspector
General of Police (Durg
Range) Badri Narayan
Meena, the Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit (ACCU)
was entrusted with the
task of recovering the
missing mobile phones of
the people who have
lodged reports at various
police stations.

Under the guidance of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv
and DSP (Crime) Nassar
Siddiqui, the Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit led by
Inspector Santosh Mishra
conducted a special drive
and traced the missing
mobile phones which
were being used by other
people in different loca-
tions of the state. ACCU
tried to trace all the miss-
ing mobile phones as per
the applications received
from the owners during

the year 2021-2022.
Anti Crime and Cyber

Unit worked with dedica-
tion and commitment and
managed to trace 114 lost
mobile phones which
were being used by other
people in Durg, Bhilai,
Rajnandgaon, Balod,
Bemetara and Raipur. 114
nos missing / lost mobile
phones of various brands
worth about Rs 30 lakh
were recovered. The
handsets were distributed
to the concerned appli-
cants. Anti Crime and

Cyber Unit did an appre-
ciable task by recovering
such a large quantity of
mobile phones. On the in-
structions of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, the list
of IMEI numbers of re-
covered mobiles will be
uploaded on the social
media account (Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter) of
Durg Police, so that the
concerned mobile owners
can collect their mobile
from Anti Crime and
Cyber Unit Office located
in Sector 3.

BSP conducts extensive 
anti-encroachment drive in township 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 15: In compli-
ance with an order passed
by the Estate Court, one of
the biggest anti-encroach-
ment drives was conducted
in Bhilai Township on
Wednesday. The
Enforcement Department
assisted by officials of
other concerned depart-
ments removed over 70 ille-
gal shops / vends in a sin-
gle day. The illegal struc-
tures were bulldozed with-
in two hours in the morn-
ing.

The Town Services
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant is continuously tak-
ing action against the ille-
gal occupants and land
mafia. In this sequel, the
Estate Court had passed a

decree for removing illegal
vends / shops from various
spots of Bhilai Township.
The Enforcement Wing of
the Town Services
Department swung into ac-
tion on Wednesday morn-
ing for executing the decree
passed by Estate Court. The
anti-encroachment drive
began at 05:30 hrs from
Supela Square in presence
of Executive Magistrate,
SHOs of Kotwali and
Bhatti Police Stations and
heavy police force. About 70
illegal roadside vends /
shops were bulldozed till

07:30 hrs. All the illegal
vends of plastic items,
clothes, fruits, etc located
between Supela Square to
Sector Bhilai Vidyalaya
Square were removed.

The shops as well as the
vehicles of shoppers
caused traffic congestion
on this road. Accidents
were frequently occurring
on this road due to illegal
vends. On the orders of the
Estate Court, BSP demol-
ished all illegal shops and
made this road free from il-
legal occupants. It needs to
be mentioned here that on

June 6, 17 illegal shops
were demolished by BSP at
Civic Center next to the
Nehru Art Gallery.
Enforcement Department,
Land Department, General
Section and Revenue
Department jointly con-
ducted the drive. Under the
special campaign being run
by BSP against the illegal
occupants and land mafia,
over 400 quarters have been
freed from illegal occu-
pants. Further, land worth
crores has been freed from
encroachers and land
mafia.

Open Recruitment drives at SRGI 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 15: Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions (SRGI) has or-
ganised an open campus
drive for students of
Polytechnic & ITI final
year, 2021 & 2022 pass out.
It is a golden chance for ed-
ucated youth of the region
to get quality jobs in ten
companies among eight
leading core industries,
which have 600 plus vacan-
cies. Many major compa-
nies from Chhattisgarh,
Uttarakhand, Delhi &
Maharashtra will be visit-
ing SRGI for the job fair.

Pre-Registration is
mandatory for the drive.
GM (T&P) Abhishek Soni
explained that the drive
will be  highly anticipated
by students from Bilaspur,
Dhamtari, Kanker,
Khairagarh, Ambikapur
and many other regions.

The pupils of Bhilai &

Durg campuses of 'Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions'(SRGI) are
readily getting absorbed
into various quality estab-
lishments owing to their
versatile talent.

Continuing the series of
placements this season
many students from 2021
pass out and the current
2022 batch were placed in
various top tier compa-
nies such as Simplex,
ACC, Jayaswal Neco,
Maxion Wheels, Polyrub
Cooper, Birla White, SIS-
COL  etc. Recently a poly-
technic student
Mohammad Kalim got
placed in Oula Steel,
Kuwait at a package of 11
lakhs/annum.

The placement depart-
ment of SRGI explains
that in the present eco-
nomic atmosphere, the
core sector demands a lot
of skilled employees.
Diploma and graduate en-

gineers can find umpteen
opportunities in such com-
panies.

Director Saket Rungta
says that so far more than
200 students have received
job offers through place-
ment drives in the current
season & as many as 48
companies from all over
India have visited SRGI for
campus recruitment. This
chain of placements will
be ever continuing and
students need not be very
anxious because opportu-
nities are growing rapidly.

SRGI's top management
including Sanjay Rungta
(Chairman,SRGI), Saket
Rungta (Director), Mohd
Shajid Ansari(Asst
Director), Dr Pankaj
Agrawal (Principal, RSR-
RCET), all faculties and
staff have congratulated
students on this marvel-
lous feat and wished job
seekers all the best for fu-
ture campus drives.

BSP's Horticulture & TSD
department plant saplings

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 15: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's
Horticulture and TSD de-
partment employees, in-
cluding Executives and
Non-Executives planted
saplings in the ground next
to Estate office, Maroda on
June 12, 2022. Around 100
saplings of Gulmohar,
Mango, Jamun, Karanj,
and Putranjiva were plant-
ed. The plantation was car-
ried out under the leader-
ship of UK Jha, CGM
(TSD), Sanjay Sharma, GM
(TSD), GK Dubey, GM
(Horticulture) and Dr NK
Jain, DGM (Horticulture).
Lalit Yadav, Rajesh
Sharma, Sandeep Naidu,
Omprakash, Lokesh,
Santosh, Vikas and others

were present on the occa-
sion. It may be recalled that
Horticulture department
carried out plantation ac-
tivities at Bhilai Niwas on
June 04, 2022 in which
around 100 saplings were
planted. Around 300
saplings were planted on
June 05, 2022 on World
Environment day at Siyan
Sadan and near Ruabanda
water tank. Around 50
saplings were planted in
the campus of Officer's
Association by its mem-
bers on June 05, 2022. All
these saplings have been
planted by the internal re-
sources of BSP's Town
Services department.
Every year, SAIL-BSP also
carries out plantation ac-
tivities in association with
Van Vikas Nigam.

5500 Narva structures all set to reserve rain water

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 15: More
than 5500 structures built
in the district under the
state government's ambi-
tious Narva Project are
all set to reserve the rain
water and thereby in-
crease the level of under-
ground water. Due to
these structures, the
Narvas (seasonal water
channels in rural areas)
will be able to hold the
rain water for a longer
period.

The authorities are ex-
pecting a rise in under-
ground water level by
five to six inches this
Monsoon. About fifteen
thousand workers have
worked to complete 68
DPRs of 196 drains with-
in seven months. Now
the work is nearing com-
pletion. The work in all
the Narvas will be com-
pleted in the coming cou-
ple of days.

District Panchayat

CEO Ashwini Dewangan
informed that the first
phase of Narva Project
had succeeded in increas-
ing the water level by five
to six inches in the vil-
lages located near the
Narvas. This year, 5500
structures have been pre-
pared and 200 structures
have been repaired.

A big initiative has
been taken for water con-
servation through this
project. Dewangan fur-

ther informed that on the
instructions of Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure, the work has been
done on making struc-
tures inside the Narvas
in the second phase.

The previous phase
targeted the banks of
Narvas as well as the de-
silting of water channels.
The major drains cov-
ered in the second phase
include Gajra,
Khurmudi, Daimar and

Lumati nullas. It is worth
mentioning that Chief
Minister Bhupesh

Baghel had also inspect-
ed the Narva work being
done in the Khummuri

Nullah and instructed
the officials to complete
the work soon.

Second phase of Narva project nearing completion 

Structures will slow down the water flow 
Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel's Narva Scheme is mainly based on

the scientific fact of ground water recharge. If the rain water flows
off swiftly, the ground is unable to absorb it properly. If the water
flow is reduced, the ground gets more time to absorb water. It is
often seen that the water level in drains rises and falls down very fast
during rains. With the construction of structures on Narvas, the
speed of water flow will be reduced to a great extent. This will help in
recharging the underground water. Another significant aspect is that
the structures are constructed inside the drain itself and there is no
need of acquiring additional land for water conservation. 

Enthusiastic 
results expected in

coming years 
After the completion

of Narva treatment,
the first year yielded
good results. As the
groundwater recharge
is a gradual process,
the second year (2022)
is likely to get better re-
sults. Higher percent-
age of water recharge
is expected this year. It
is being anticipated
that if the monsoon is
good, then the water
level will increase by
five inches. The author-
ities are expecting
more enthusiastic re-
sults in the coming
years. They claim that
the farmers will get
enough water for the
Rabi crop as well.

Encroachments removed from NH Service Lane 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 15: Bhilai
Municipal Corporation re-
moved encroachments
from 71 spots on the
Service Road of National
Highway on Wednesday.
Further, the scrap vehicles
parked on the service road
were seized and fine was
imposed on haphazardly
parked vehicles. BMC
Commissioner Prakash
Surve monitored the anti-
encroachment drive.

On Wednesday, Bhilai
Municipal Corporation
took a major action
against encroachments
and illegal occupants on
NH Service Road between
Nehru Nagar Bharat Mata
Square to Power House
Square. Encroachments
were razed from 71 spots.
On the instructions of the
District Administration, a
joint team of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation

and Traffic Police razed
the illegal structures, sign
boards, kiosks, etc as well
as took action against the
vehicles parked on the
road. Some of the scrap ve-
hicles lying on the road-
side were seized.

BMC Commissioner
Prakash Surve monitored
the eviction drive and gave
necessary instructions to
the officers. The BMC
team collected a fine of Rs
12000 from 13 people for ob-

structing the road. Two
JCBs and three dumpers
and other vehicles were de-
ployed in the drive.

Assistant Revenue
Officer Parmeshwar
Chandrakar, Balkrishna
Naidu, Jagannath Tiwari
and Malkhan Singh Sori
conducted the eviction
drive. The Traffic Police
team initially gave warn-
ings on loud speakers to re-
move the haphazardly
parked vehicles. When the

owners did not remove the
vehicles, plenary action
was taken against them.
The drive would be con-
ducted regularly in future
as well.

It needs to be mentioned
here that as the monsoon
is round the corner, BMC
has to clean the drains
running along the service
lane of National Highway
to prevent water logging of
roads. The illegal struc-
tures and kiosks were

causing obstacles in this
task. Further the haphaz-
ardly parked vehicles on
the service lane were caus-
ing traffic congestion.

Traffic jams were fre-
quently occurring at sever-
al spots and the beauty of
the city was also getting
spoiled due to illegal struc-
tures. This anti-encroach-
ment drive was a part of
the efforts being made to
reduce the traffic pressure
on the Service Road.

p Over 70 illegal 
shops bulldozed 

Blood Donation Camp organised at JLNH&RC
Poster Competition 

organised, Skit staged 
A Poster competition was or-

ganised by M & HS Dept in OPD
block of JLNHRC on June 13,
2022. Students of Nursing col-
leges took part actively in the
competition. The theme of the
competition was the importance
of Blood donation and removing
fear or any apprehensions in gen-
eral public about donating blood.
A skit was also performed by
Nursing students on 'Blood dona-
tion'. It depicted the need for
safe blood and blood products for
transfusion, and highlighted the
critical contribution that volun-
tary, unpaid blood donors make
to national health systems. 



Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Jun 15: The
Nagar Palika President
Hemendra Goswami by
carrying out drilling of
borewell in Dilvapara of
Andrews ward, inaguruat-
ed the water supply to
denizens of the ward by
pressing the button of the
water pump installed in
the borewell and perform-
ing prayers here on
Tuesday.

Understanding the need
for water supply during
peak of summer season,
Nagar Palika President
Hemendra Goswami came
to know that citizens in in-
accessible area of the ward
are facing water crisis. The

denizens of the ward have
apprised the President
about their problem and
held the need for immedi-
ate solution during the
peak of summer season.

So the Nagar Palika
President taking the de-
mands of the residents of

the ward seriously gave in-
structions to carry out
drilling for borewell in the
Delwapara area of
Andrews ward located at
higher level and installed a
pump there.

The President first per-
formed prayers of the

borewell and then pressing
the button of the pump re-
leased water supply to the
residents of the ward.
Since the borewell is locat-
ed at higher altitude, water
is being supplied easily to
all the houses in
Dilwapara. For this the

residents of the ward ex-
pressed gratitude to the
President Goswami. On
this occasion Rahul Kurre,
Sadhu Singh Thakur, Som
Verma, Anand Dewangan
and other residents of the
wards were present in
large number.

Central Chronicle News

Mandir Hasoud, Jun 15:
The building of the
Government Middle
School in Gram Panchayat
Navagaon (Khuteri) in
Naya Raipur sector-1-2,
near the National
Highway (NH), is in dilapi-
dated condition. The plas-
ter of the slab and the wall
keep falling in the Class 6
to 8th and one can very
easily see the iron rods.
Even the walls of this
building are in very bad
shape.

Now the schools are re-
opening from June 16 and

so far no additional build-
ing has been taken on rent
to run the school. At the
same time the responsible
officers from the School
Education department
and NRDA are aware of
the same and about which
the Sarpanch of Gram
Panchayat Bhuneswar
Yadu and former
Sarpanch have apprised

them many a times earlier,
but it was in vein.
Proposal for selecting an
additional building too
has been sent, but no ac-
tion taken so far. The gov-
ernment and local admin-
istration in the state keeps
changing, but the prob-
lems remain the same and
even after apprising the re-
sponsible officers about

their problem, they take
stock of it, but fails to take
any serious and prompt
action.

One of the main reasons
behind it can be the fact
that it the children of the
poor people from villages
who are studying in the
school and those from the
elite and business commu-
nity go to private schools

having all the best of the
amenities. BJYM general
secretary Mahesh Yadu
said that that Nava Raipur
is still an untapped area
with massive network of
roads and other facilities,
but the villagers of the vil-
lages in this area are de-
prived of even basic edu-
cation and health facili-
ties. At one place where

the plaster of the School is
peeling off in the School
building, on the other, the
condition of studies and
teaching in school is
falling each day and it may
fall during forthcoming
rains and then who will be
held responsible for the
same.

On the other hand, the
villagers want reply from
the local administration
and government as to
whether they will have to
send their children for
studies in such dilapidated
school buildings.
Sarpanch Bhuneswar
Yadu informed that he has
informed about it to the
senior officers of the
School Education
Department and NRDA in
writing, but so far no ac-
tion has been taken, de-
spite the fact that officials
have taken stock of it just
few days back.

BJP SC cell members 
take out ‘bike-rally’

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Jun 15: The mem-
bers of BJP SC Morcha VS
Arang District Raipur
(rural) took out a massive
bike rally and created
awareness about the big
achievements of last 8 yrs
of services, good-gover-
nance and welfare
schemes for the poor
under leadership of PM
Narendra Modi. This rally
was taken out under
'Ambedkar Vishwas Rally'
and 'Chaupal Programme'
in Arang VS area.

In this programme, dis-
trict cum convener
Bedram Khunte informed
that in this bike rally they
got massive response and
due respect from the vil-
lagers. In this programme,
state president Naveen

Markandey, ex-MLA
Sanjay Didhi, Shyam
Narang, Vedram
Manhare, KK Bharadwaj,
Dhruv Mirgha, Ganesh
Sahu, Chandrashekhar
Sahu, Morcha District
president Chandra Kumar
Patil, District President
Baratu Kurre, Vikram
Parmar-District social
media in-charge; Mandal
President Raja Tamboli,

Lakhan Sahu, Arvind
Prahare, general secy.
Devnath Sahu, Morcha
Mandal Arang President
Aakush Singh Bharadwaj,
Nandlal Oagre, Sukhiram
Kurre, Lemant Khande,
Mahesh Mirgha, Bhupesh
Kurre and other district
and mandal level office
bearers of BJP SC cell and
other organisations were
present in large number.

Always encourage children for
their all-round devp: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Korba, June 15: District
Collector Ranu Sahu took
a review meeting of the
Education Department in
the District Panchayat
meeting here and dis-
cussed the admission fes-
tival and education quali-
ty in schools starting from
June 16 under the session
2022-23.

Collector Sahu dis-
cussed in detail various
topics for improving the
quality of education in
the schools of the district
and for 100% success of
the children. Describing
practice as the key to suc-
cess, the Collector in-
structed to bring writing
practice into the practice
of children.

Along with this, in-

structions were also given
to prepare an action plan
for preparation of com-
petitive examinations,
PET, PMT, NDA etc.
preparation of national
level examinations by
identifying meritorious
children.

The Collector directed
to compile necessary
books related to the syl-
labus for the children in

the libraries of the
schools and to compile in-
formative and motivation-
al books along with the
textbooks.

The Collector instruct-
ed to encourage school
children to participate in
sports, cultural programs
and other activities apart
from studies. Instructions
were also given to assess
the writing practice of the

whole week by taking
weekly test once a week.

Instructions were also
given to encourage the
children who got first, sec-
ond and third place in the
unit evaluation by giving
them pen, copy etc. In the
meeting, Education
Officer Shri G.P.
Bharadwaj, District
Project Officer, District
Mission Coordinator, all

Block Education Officers,
Principals of High-Higher
Secondary Schools, BRC
and other officers-employ-
ees were present.

She also inquired about
Rain Water Harvesting
System in school build-
ings and instructed to in-
stall Rain Water
Harvesting System for
rain water conservation
in the abandoned schools.

p Of Dilwapara in
Andrew's ward

p In Gram Panchayat
Navagaon (Khuteri) 
in Nava Raipur

p With opening of school
tomorrow, no alternative
arrangements made so far
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On occasion of 8 yrs of Modi-led central govt

School building in dilapidated condition

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, Jun 15: A
public awareness
rally was taken out on
occasion of World
Blood Donation day
from District
Hospital, Dhamtari
and it passed through
Makai Chowk to
Golebazar and then fi-
nally concluded at
District Hospital.

This awareness
rally was taken out
under guidance of
CHMO and Secretary
Indian Red Cross
Society Dr DK Turre
and under leadership
of District organiser
Dr Shailendra Gupta.

Through this rally
people, an appeal was
made to people pres-
ent in large number to
donate blood on occa-
sion of World Blood
Donation Day on June
14 through the blood
donation camp. Along
with this slogans were
raised that 'blood do-
nation is the most sa-
cred of all donations'.

On this occasion Dr
Turre highlighted on
the benefits of blood
donation and said
that by doing so, one
can control weight,
save one from heart
attack and it develops
more of Red Blood
Cells.

Public awareness
rally taken out

On occasion of World Blood Donation day

Sneha Haldar remains among top 3 

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Jun 15: The
13 yr old girl and Chess
player from West Bengal
Sneha Haldar D/o
Bhogirath Haldar is going
ahead in 7 rounds out of
total 9 rounds of the
National FIDE Rating
Chess Tourney being or-
ganised by CG State Chess
Federation in Forest School
in Mahasamund district
and remaining unbeaten in
7 rounds she is among the
top three among all the 245
Chess players and bringing
laurels to WB.

Sneha Haldar had defeat-

ed well-known rated Chess
player of Chhattisgarh
Shekh Idu in the 5th round
and then she won against
Gaurav Kumar of Bihar in
the 7th round in a draw.

It is notable here that
Sneha Haldar under guid-
ance of her father
Bhogirath Haldar has won
gold medal in
Commonwealth Chess

Championship in age-
group of 10 and have won
the Diploma Award by the
biggest institution FIDE in
the Asian Championship,
National Championship
and World Championship.

President of FIDE Moh.
Azhar Navaz said that she
holds talent to make
achievements in the
International Masters and
GM norm and extended his
best wishes to her. NRCA
Patron Vivek Vasnik,
Presidnet Moh. Azhar
Navaz, Matin Khan, Pankaj
Agrawal, DL Temburkar,
Dr Munna Lal
Nandeshwar, Ramprasad
Pal, Nikhil Larokar,
Mukesh Dakhane, Moh.
Saharyar, A Shekh, Lajmi
Shekh, Gautam Rao,
Virendra Agrawal, Deepak
Chourasia, senior Chess
player have expressed hap-
piness on success of Sneha
Halda and expressed grati-
tude for bringing laurels to
NRCA institution.

p Out of total 245
Chess players and
unbeaten so far in 7
out of total 9 rounds

p National FIDE Rating
Chess Tourney in
Mahasamund

Total 131 villagers benefit from health camp

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Jun 15: With pro-
people objectives, Rajiv
Gandhi Yuwa Mitan Club
(RGYMC) organised health
and blood donation camp
and in this there was lot of
enthusiasm among the vil-
lagers and large number
got their health check-up
done and donated blood as
well.

It was under the aegis of
RGYMC and Gram
Panchayat that this camp
was organised. It was inau-
gurated by garlanding
photo of Rajiv Gandhi. The
special guests on the occa-
sion were Rajkumar (V-P
SC, ST Ch'garh); Kanti
Sonwani (President
District Panchayat
Dhamtari); Tarani
Chandrakar (V-P District
Panchayat Dhamtari) and
Bharat Nahar (V-P DCC).
Chief guest on the occa-

sion was Bineshwari Sinha
(Sarpanch Gram
Panchayat Semara) and
Motilal Sinha (former
Janpad member); Pawan
Sahu (Dy. Sarpanch); Dr US
Navratna (Block Medical
Officer); Dr Gaurav
Bangani (Medical Officer).

Addressing the people
Rajkumar Diwan hailed
the works of the doctors
saying that during corona
pandemic, entire team of
doctors put their lives at

stake and saved lives of
many. Citing about the dan-
gers of corona pandemic,
she urged all the use Masks
as & when they go out in
public and also urged them
to take full benefit of the
medical and blood dona-
tion camp.

Dr US Navratna said that
holding health camp for
general public is highly ap-
preciable and hailed this
work and added that with
such camps it helps many

people. Here separate coun-
ters have been formed for
all the doctors and entire
team of the Club was pres-
ent and in this a total of 131
members availed health
benefit.

All members of RGYMC
including member Yatish
Sinha (President) Chandan
Sen (Secy), Pramod Sinha
(Treasurer) and Lokesh
Sahu (Asst. Secy.) and
other members were pres-
ent in large number.

Organised by RGYMC and Gram Panchayat

President dedicates borewell to denizens of wardVillagers lodge complaint against Patwari, RI

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Jun 15: It
was without informing to
villagers of Gram
Daragaon dependent upon
Gram Panchayat Lendra
that the Patwari and RI
carried out demarcation of
land. On this villagers in
large number reached
Tehsil office and lodged
complaint with the
Tehsildar and demanded
re-demarcation of land.

Duringi complaint with
the Tehsildar, MLA rep-

Kamlesh Verma, Fattu
Verma, Janpad member
rep Raju Verma, Gram
Patel Hemrai, Panch
Govind Verma, Duvas
Ram, Gunesh Vema,
Vishnu Verma, Praveen
Verma, Sabali Ram, Gokul
Verma, Narrotam Verma,
Amrutlal, Umeshwar
Verma, Hukumchand,
Hemlal, Choun Singh,
Sanju Verma and others
informed that a farmer
Vishwanath Verma, S/o
Pushuram Verma of Gram
Daragaon (Kolendra) got

the demarcation done and
in this the Patwari and RI
got it done without the
presence of other villagers
having land nearby and
took decision in favour of
Vishwanath and gave the
border area of pond
(Medh) to Vishwanath.
After this Vishwanath sold
out the trees on the border
area (Medh) of the pond,
despite the fact that it is
government pond and this
has led great deal of an-
noyment among the vil-
lagers.
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Raipur, Jun 15: 

It was a routine evening
on June 10 after the day’s
training exercise at the
NDRF’s regional response
centre (RRC) in Bhilai
town of Chhattisgarh.

While some disaster re-
sponse personnel were
resting, some others were
busy on their phones
when suddenly their com-
manding officer got a call
from a police official of
Janjgir-Champa district. It
was not a usual call for re-
sponse towards natural
calamities like floods, but
for the rescue of an 11-
year-old boy who fell into
an unused borewell in
Pihrid village of the dis-
trict, located over 250 km
from Bhilai.

The third battalion of
National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF),
headquartered in
Mundali, Cuttack (Odisha)
played a vital role in the
rescue of the child from
the borewell which accom-
plished on Tuesday night
after 104 hours he fell into
it. The battalion’s unit sta-
tioned in the RRC centre

Bhilai for looking after
Chhattisgarh, was called
up for the operation.

An official of the NDRF,
whose personnel were at
the forefront of the rescue
operation to save Rahul
Sahu who fell into the
borewell in the backyard
of his house, said tears
rolled down the eyes of the
rescuers when they saw
the minor through a tun-
nel hole of a parallel pit.
Being stuck at a depth of
around 60-feet below the
surface, he was finally res-
cued late Tuesday night.

Talking to PTI on
Wednesday, Inspector of
the battalion in the
Bhilai’s centre, Mahabir
Mohanty said, “I got a call
from a police official from
Janjgir-Champa at 5.35 pm
on June 10, who sought

our help to evacuate a
child from the borewell.”

The squad of 22 person-
nel headed by Mohanty
immediately packed their
equipment and left for the
site at around 6 pm. Ten
others joined later.

On the way to the site,
Mohanty did not waste
any time and got connect-
ed via a video call with the
district administration
and police officials, who
were at the spot, and
briefed them about the
standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs).

“I asked the officials on
video call to first clear the
crowd from the spot and
then insert an oxygen sup-
ply pipe and a light inside
the borewell. I also told the
official to tell the child’s
family members to keep

talking to the boy from the
mouth of the borewell for
moral support,” he said.

“We reached the spot
around 11 pm (on Friday)
and launched our opera-
tion. Meanwhile, the local
administration had
arranged the required ma-
chinery and a team of
SDRF had also reached
there,” he said.

The NDRF joined the op-
eration. A CCTV camera
and speaker were inserted
inside the borewell to
monitor the child and give
commands to him. There
was water inside the
borewell, so wasting no
time the NDRF asked the
officials to tell villagers to
switch on their borewells
to maintain the ground
water level, he said.

The child being mental-

ly weak was a major chal-
lenge before the rescuers
as he was not responding
properly to our com-
mands. Otherwise, he
could have been pulled up
using a rope with a hook
attached to it, he said.

“Another thing that wor-
ried us was the presence of
a snake and scorpion in-
side the borewell. It was
visible on the monitor con-
nected to the camera. We
informed the medical
team stationed there about
it, which gave necessary

medicines to the child
through ORS,” he said.

The child was provided
bananas and ORS using a
rope, he said.

A parallel pit, around 75
feet deep, was dug nearby
borewell and then a 20 feet
long horizontal tunnel was
created to reach the child,
he said. “The rescuers did
not even sleep or take
bath. They continued
working during the 102
hour-long rescue opera-
tion. It was expectations of
the public who were stand-

ing there day and night
that encouraged us to
work relentlessly,” he said.
“Tears rolled down the
eyes of the rescuers as
soon as they saw the child
through a hole in the last
phase of the tunnel cre-
ation. We thought as if it
was our child and from the
last five days we were try-
ing to save him,” 40-year-
old Mohanty said, adding
that he has been getting
greeting calls from all over
the country. “No such inci-
dent has been earlier re-

ported in Chhattisgarh
and Odisha. Though we
are well-trained in han-
dling all kinds of emergen-
cies, for the first time my
team did such an opera-
tion,” Mohanty said.

The Army jawans and a
12 member team from
SECL’s Gevra, Kusmunda
and Manendragarh coal
mines also assisted in res-
cue operation.

The rescuers faced a
major challenge in creat-
ing a tunnel while cutting
the undersurface hard
dolomite rocks. Generally
in mining activity blasting
is used to break hard rocks
but in this case it was not
possible keeping in view
the safety of the child.
Initially we used a trolley
mounted drilling machine
and later the excavation
was done both with hand
drilling machines and
manually while maintain-
ing maximum precaution,
he said.

Sarpanch of Pihrid vil-
lage Kiran Kumar
Dahariya, said that al-
though the administration
did not ask for any kind of
major support from them,
the villagers voluntarily
arranged two times meal
and breakfast for the res-
cuers during the opera-
tion.

‘Rahul Sahu was safely rescued 
from a borewell after 104 hrs’

‘Rescuers had tears of joy when they finally saw through tunnel hole the boy trapped in borewell’

 Nation’s biggest
rescue operation is
successful

While the roads were rocky and tortuous,
our courage was even mightier:  Baghel

RRaaiippuurr::  Trapped in a borewell in village Pihrid of Malkharauda Development Block in Janjgir-
Champa, the 11-year-old Rahul Sahu was rescued successfully. The Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel prayed for his speedy recovery. Rahul has been taken to the Apollo Hospital in Bilaspur
through a green corridor for his health evaluation. The Chief Minister said that Rahul showed
extraordinary courage while being trapped in a borewell for almost 105 hours. This rescue oper-
ation was quite challenging, and the rescue groups conducted the operation with patience,
courage, and intelligence. Mr. Baghel said that every team involved in the operation including
NDRF, SDRF, SECL, Chhattisgarh Police, Indian Army, Medical groups, and administrative officers
have collectively accomplished making this operation of rescuing Rahul a huge success with their
dedication and hard work. While expressing his happiness at the successful rescue of Rahul from
the borewell, the Chief Minister Baghel tweeted, “Yes, the challenge was difficult, but our team
was always ready to handle it. While the roads were rocky, our courage was even mightier.” He
said that everyone’s prayers and the dedication of the rescue team have led to the safe rescue of
Rahul. We wish for the speedy recovery and sound health of the child. The Chief Minister said
that he was personally concerned about the difficult situation faced by Rahul and his family. He
was being updated at all times. He had assured Rahul’s parents over a phone call that they will
implement every possible effort to save him. However, this incident has raised an alarm against
the dangers of open borewells. The Chief Minister has instructed the officers to ensure the cov-
ering of such dangerous borewells.

Raipur, Jun 15: 

CAIT  National Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani,
State President Jitendra
Doshi, States Working
President Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state media
incharge Sanjay Choubey
informed  the
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) has wel-
comed the order of the
National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT) order for uphold-
ing the penalty of Rs.200
crore imposed by CCI on
Amazon against which the

Amazon appealed in the
NCLAT. “ The order has
proved the dictum “ Truth
always prevail” as right
and gives a strong signal to
one and all that India is
not a banana republic and
the laws are not weak-said
CAIT National Vice
President Mr. Amar
Parwani  & State
President  Mr. Jitendra
Doshi  in a joint statement
while reacting on the
order of the NCLAT. They
further said that any move
to captivate Indian e-com-
merce and retail trade by
anyone will not be suc-
ceeded under any circum-
stances and no second edi-
tion of East India
Company will be allowed
in India.

The National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal
(NCLAT)  pronounced its
judgment in the various

appeals filed by Amazon,
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) and others
against the order dated 17
December 2021 passed by
the Competition
Commission of India (CCI
Order), wherein the CCI
held that Amazon had, by
deliberate design, made
false representations, mis-
statements and sup-
pressed material informa-
tion in seeking approval of
the combination for its in-
vestment in Future Retail
Ltd. (FRL). The CCI Order
also imposed penalties of
over Rs. 200 Crores on
Amazon.

The NCLAT has held
that Amazon has in fact
suppressed information
pertaining to the combina-
tion and not disclosed all
the material particulars.
The NCLAT has upheld
the CCI Order and con-

firmed the penalty of Rs.
200 Crores. Amazon has
been directed to file a fresh
notice and pay the penalty
amount within 45 days. A
copy of the judgment is
awaited.

CAIT was represented
by Mr. Krishnan
Venugopal, Senior
Advocate, and Mr.
Saurabh Kirpal, Senior
Advocate. Mr. Venugopal
argued that Amazon’s en-
tire transaction with the
Future Group companies
is based on the intention to
illegally enter physical re-
tail market, take over re-
tail stores owned by
Future Retail Limited (an
Indian multi-brand retail
company), and cut out the
micro, small, medium en-
terprises and retail
traders, a majority of
whom are members of
CAIT.

CAIT  welcomes NCLAT judgment 
Balconagar, Jun 15:

Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited under
the leadership of Manish
Jain extended their ac-
tive support to the rescue
operation of Rahul
Sahu, who is a 10 year old
boy of village Pihrid,
Malkharauda, Janjgir-
Champa.

The rescue operation
was jointly carried out
by the Indian Army,
National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF),
and District
Administration and
BALCO.

Rahul was rescued
from the borewell
through 105 hour long op-
eration of state govern-
ment which started on
June 10, 2 pm and ended
on June 14, 12:00 am.

Team BALCO included
19 members who actively
contributed in ensuring
sufficient supply of es-
sential PPEs, ventilation
pipe, torch helmet, res-
cue harness fire brigade
and life saving kit at the
rescue operation site.
Appreciating the dedicat-
ed efforts of the team,

Abhijit Pati, CEO &
Director, BALCO, said,
“We, at BALCO are com-
mitted to support the
members of our society
and the administration
in such crucial times. I
wish Rahul a speedy re-
covery and extend my
best wishes to his fami-
ly.”

Team BALCO contributes actively
to the rescue operation of Rahul

30 days 
certification course
on Data Analytics to
begin in NIT Raipur

Raipur, Jun 15: NIT
Raipur is organising a
certification course on
Data Analytics - A
Practical Approach in
virtual mode. The course
is being conducted by
Continuing Education
Cell and Department of
Information Technology,
NIT Raipur from June 15
to July 14, 2022.

A total of 170 applica-
tions have been received
from various educational
and industrial institu-
tions across the country.
The course will be taught
online from 5:30 P.M to
6:30 P.M during its dura-
tion of one month.

The course will be over-
seen by Dr. S Ghosh,
Chairman, CEC, Dr.
Mridu Sahu and Dr. G. P.
Gupta, Course
Cordinator.

KKoonnttaa//SSuukkmmaa,,  JJuunn  1155::

In a few days, it will start rain-
ing in the state, during this
time the risk of malaria
increases due to the breeding
of mosquitoes, for its preven-
tion, the ground level officers
should be alert and work with
utmost seriousness. In the
meeting held on Tuesday,
Collector Vineet Nandanwar
said that good efforts have
been made in the last years to
prevent and prevent malaria in
the district, yet all of us should
work seriously to prevent
malaria. He asked to bring
public awareness through
Mitanin and Kotwar to ensure
the use of mosquito nets by the
villagers in rural areas, espe-
cially in areas where there is a
high risk of malaria. Along
with this, instructions were
also given to take special pre-
cautions in the ashram hostels
and to conduct regular check-
ups of the children. While
reviewing the construction
works, Collector Nandanwar
has directed to start the opera-
tion of Purna Ashram hostels
soon so that the children get
convenience as soon as possi-
ble. At the same time, he
asked to send proposals for

electrification in the buildings
to be completed within the
next one month. Entry on the
online portal, Internet facility
in the buildings of Police
Department including Health
Department, Education
Department, Ration Shop,
Tribal Development
Department, Women and Child
Development Department
operating across the district to
facilitate the benefit of online
services to the residents of the
district. All the department
heads have been directed to
install fiber nets. In the meet-
ing, Nandanwar while review-
ing the weekly progress of all
departments gave necessary
directions to the concerned
officers. In order to promote
C-Mart as per the intention of
the government, he asked to
purchase office useful items
from C-Mart itself, so that
women’s groups should be
encouraged. 
PPrroommpptt  aaccttiioonn  oonn  tthhee  aapppplliiccaa--
ttiioonnss  rreecceeiivveedd  dduurriinngg  CCMM  vviissiitt

Department-wise review of dis-
posal of applications received
during the meeting of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.
During this, he said that
speedy action should be taken
on the applications which are
being disposed off at the dis-
trict level. At the same time,
inform the state offices for
resolving the cases at the state
level. Along with this, instruc-
tions were also given to take
immediate action regarding
the announcements made by
the Chief Minister during the
program. Nandanwar bluntly
told the heads of departments
in the meeting of the deadline
that it is the responsibility of
the department heads to
ensure the timely attendance
of the officers and employees
in the offices. Surprise
inspection of offices will be
done regularly. Strict action
will be taken against absent
officer employees in case of
non-attendance of office on
time.

Work seriously for the 
prevention of malaria: Collector
 Ensure to 

use mosquito nets

Konta, Jun 15: 

Bastar is changing,
this picture is an exam-
ple in the fight between
the security forces de-
ployed in the Naxal front
and the Naxalites, not
only with weapons, but
this war can also be won
with confidence.

The biggest victory is
to increase the confi-
dence of the tribals of
Bastar in the security
forces. In the picture
the jawans of 165 battal-
ion posted in
Jagargunda area of
????Konta block of
Sukma district, where
awareness and free
health check-up of vil-
lagers was conducted in
the ultra-naxal affected
area.

A public meeting was
organized with the peo-

ple of Jagargunda area
along with 165 Battalion
Central Reserve Police
Force and Chhattisgarh
Police located at
Jagargunda. On this oc-
casion, Commandant of
Central Reserve Police
Force of 165 Battalion
Dharmendra Kumar Jha,
Dr. Prabhat Kumar,
Assistant Commandant
Pawan Kumar, Assistant
Commandant Arvind
Kumar Mishra,
Assistant Commandant
Maruti B. Nayak and
SHO Narendra Dubey
were present.

During this, a detailed
discussion was held re-
garding the security
arrangements of the
area. The youth of the
area were informed
about employment relat-
ed and other welfare
schemes run by the

Government of India.
Discussions were also
held regarding the wel-
fare of the people of
Jagargunda area and
their small development
which is suffering from
Naxal problem. Health
related information was
given to the people espe-
cially women and chil-
dren by Medical Officer
Dr. Prabhat Kumar. The
people of the area were
made aware to prevent
malaria. And during
this free medical advice
and medicines were dis-
tributed to about 120
local people of
Jagargunda. The youth
were motivated to take
active part in sports.
The officers present lis-
tened carefully to the
problems of the people
present on the spot and
fully resolved their prob-
lems as soon as possible.

Proposals were also
made for pre-training the
local youth for recruit-
ment in various Central
Police Forces and State
Police. All the people of
Jagargunda area
thanked 105 Battalion
Central Reserve Police
Force wholeheartedly for
this constructive step.
Snacks were also made
available to all present
villagers and civil police
personnel.

‘Trying to establish peace by faith, not with guns’

Raipur, Jun 15: 

Hidayatullah National
Law University (HNLU)
was honoured with a cer-
tificate of appreciation by
the Governor of
Chhattisgarh Anusuiya
Uikey on behalf of the
Indian Red Cross Society.

The Indian Red Cross so-
ciety held a function to ho-
nour, individuals, corpo-
rates and Institutions who
have undertaken blood do-
nation drive in recent
times. HNLU legal aid
Clinic in the past has con-
ducted blood donation

drive in its campus. Dr.
Balwinder Kaur faculty
and former head of Legal
Aid Clinic at HNLU with a
team of students had con-
tributed to this noble
cause. The Legal Aid
Clinic of HNLU played a
stellar role in mitigating
the migrants problems in
COVID times and proac-
tively involved in pro bono
activities.

Prof.(Dr.) V.C.
Vivekanandan received
the memento and
Certificate of appreciation
from the Hon’ble
Governor with Pranav
Sing, Secretary, IRCS CG
State Branch and Shri
Amrit Xalxo IAS,
Secretary to Governor &
Chairman IRCS, CG State
Branch were present in
the award function.

HNLU receives certificate
of appreciation 

 From Governor 
of Ch’garh on
behalf of the Indian
Red Cross Society



CCaaiirroo,,  JJuunn  1155  ((AAPP)):: Egypt, Israel,
and the European Union on
Wednesday signed a deal to
increase liquified natural gas
sales to EU countries, who aim to
reduce dependence on supply
from Russia as the war in Ukraine
drags on. The deal, stamped in a
five-star Cairo hotel, will see
Israel sending more gas via Egypt,
which has facilities to liquify it for
export via sea, European

Commission chief Ursula von der
Leyen said. What a special
moment, von der Leyen said in a
joint news conference alongside
Egyptian and Israel energy minis-
ters. I very warmly welcome the
signing of this historic agreement.
Last year, the European Union
imported roughly 40% of its gas
from Russia, and due to that has
had difficulty imposing sanctions
on Russia over its ongoing inva-

sion of Ukraine. The Israeli gas
will be brought via a pipeline to
Egypt’s LNG terminal on the
Mediterranean before being
transported on tankers to the
European shores.

Egypt, Israel to boost gas supply to EU amid Ukraine war

Brussels, June 15 (AP):

NATO defense minis-
ters attending a two-day
meeting starting
Wednesday will discuss
beefing up weapons sup-
plies to Ukraine, and
Sweden and Finland’s ap-
plications to join the
trans-Atlantic military al-
liance, Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg said.

The meeting, less two
weeks before a summit of
NATO leaders in Madrid,
comes with Kyiv implor-
ing the West to send more
and heavier weapons to
help fend off Russia’s on-
slaught in eastern
Ukraine.

Allies are committed to
continue providing the
military equipment that
Ukraine needs to prevail,
including heavy weapons

and long-range systems,
Stoltenberg said.

He added that
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy
would be invited to ad-
dress the June 29-30
Madrid summit, either in
person or by videoconfer-
ence.

Increased arms sup-
plies can’t come soon
enough for the Ukrainian
forces battling to keep
Russia from taking con-
trol of their country’s in-
dustrial east after more
than 3 months of war.

In his nightly address to
the nation, Zelenskyy
pleaded Tuesday for more
and faster deliveries of
Western arms, specifical-
ly asking for anti-missile
defense systems.

U.S. Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin is hosting a

meeting Wednesday of
about 50 nations at
NATO’s Brussels head-
quarters to discuss
weapons deliveries to
Ukraine.

Ukrainian Deputy
Defense Minister Hanna
Malyar said Tuesday that
the invaded nation’s mili-
tary had received only
around 10% of the
Western weapons it had
requested to create parity
with the Russian army.

No matter how much ef-
fort Ukraine makes, no
matter how professional
our army, without the
help of Western partners
we will not be able to win

this war, Malyar said in a
televised news confer-
ence.

She said Ukraine uses
5,000 to 6,000 artillery
rounds a day, while Russia
uses 10 times more. The
NATO meeting opens
with a working dinner
Wednesday evening at
which ministers will
speak with their counter-
parts from Ukraine, as
well as Georgia, Sweden,
Finland, and the
European Union.

This will be an opportu-
nity for Defense Minister
(Oleksii) Reznikov to up-
date us on what Ukraine
urgently needs.
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YOGA SESSION

Dubai: A unique full-moon yoga session on the terrace of a hospital marking the beginning of the International
Yoga Day celebrations, in UAE. 

BRIEF

Illegal immigrants

Colombo: Sri Lankan
Navy on Wednesday
arrested 64 persons,
who were suspected to
be attempting to ille-
gally migrate from the
country via sea routes,
during a special opera-
tion in the eastern
seas. The Navy inter-
cepted a suspicious
local fishing trawler,
during a patrol off
Trincomalee. After
search, it apprehended
64 persons, believed to
be illegal immigrants
heading to a foreign
country by sea, along
with the fishing
trawler used for the il-
legal activity, a Navy
release said.

Economic forum
Moscow: Organisers
of Russia’s showpiece
investment gathering
are telling foreign par-
ticipants to be sure to
bring cash not neces-
sarily for making in-
vestments, but for
spending money.With
Russia under wide
sanctions after send-
ing troops into
Ukraine, most foreign
bank cards don’t work
in the country. The ad-
vice for those at the St.
Petersburg
International
Economic Forum,
which starts
Wednesday and runs
through Saturday, is a
quiet acknowledgment
of the economic diffi-
culties Russia faces as
it tries to promote it-
self to international
businesses. The atten-
dance list is another
sign of Russia’s uncer-
tain economic
prospects.

Tehran hacking
Tehran (Iran):
Iranian authorities
have arrested a sus-
pect allegedly involved
in a cyber-attack on
the Tehran municipal-
ity’s website, media re-
ported on
Wednesday.The official
IRNA news agency
gave no further details
but said more informa-
tion would be released
later. The semi-official
Tasnim news agency
reported that the sus-
pect worked for the
municipality and had
links to foreign intelli-
gence services.

Earthquakes 
Dubai: Seven earth-
quakes struck off
Iran’s southern Kish
Island on Wednesday,
rattling Dubai and
other areas across the
Persian Gulf. The U.S.
Geological Survey
said six magnitude 4
temblors struck, as
well as one magni-
tude 5.3 off the island
near the strategic
Strait of Hormuz.
Iranian state televi-
sion reported that au-
thorities deployed
rescue teams to the
town of Jenah in
Hormozgan province,
though no damage
and casualties were
initially reported.
Jenah is some 1,080
kilometers south of
the capital, Tehran.

A soldier of Ukraines special
operations unit lays a

Germany-donated DM22
directional anti-tank mine

on a forest road on the
Russian troops potential

way in the Donetsk 
region, Ukraine.

Washington/Islamaba
d, Jun 15 (PTI):
Pakistan’s newly ap-
pointed Ambassador to
the US Masood Khan has
met US President Joe
Biden at the White House
and discussed ways on
building a strong basis
for taking bilateral ties
between the two coun-
tries forward.

Khan visited the White
House for a meet and
greet with President
Biden, an established tra-
dition for newly-appoint-
ed envoys, according to
the Pakistan Embassy in
the US.

The US President and
the Ambassador had a
brief conversation on
building a strong basis
for moving the US-
Pakistan ties forward,
the statement said.

Ambassador Khan was
sent to Washington in
March this year by the

previous Imran Khan
regime amidst lukewarm
bilateral ties, especially
under the Biden adminis-
tration.

Following the ouster of
prime minister Khan in
April, there was some
confusion whether it
would impact Masood
Khan’s appointment.

But on April 19, Khan
received an official com-
munique from the Chief
of Protocol at the US
State Department, en-
dorsing his appointment
as Pakistan’s Working
Ambassador’ in
Washington.

There were
Ambassadors from 46
other countries who were
present on Tuesday for a
photo-op with President
Biden.

The conversation took
place amidst a chill in bi-
lateral ties between
Islamabad and

Washington after Khan,
the 69-year-old cricketer-
t u r n e d - p o l i t i c i a n ,
claimed that he was oust-
ed from power two
months ago through an
alleged US-backed vote of
no-confidence in the
National Assembly.

Khan has claimed that
he was ousted because
Washington did not like
his Russia policy and he
went on to meet Vladimir
Putin in Moscow on the
same day when the
Russian President or-
dered a special military
operation against
Ukraine.

These claims were
strongly refuted by the
US.

The new Pakistan gov-
ernment under Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
has made the initial high-
level contact with the
Biden administration
last month.

Pak Ambassador discuss ways to abuild
stronger bilateral ties with Biden

Brussels, Jun 15 (AP):

The European Union is
launching legal action
against the UK in response
to Britain’s unilateral
moves to rip up parts of
the post-Brexit deal be-
tween both sides, officials
said Wednesday,

But the European
Commission, the bloc’s ex-
ecutive branch, insisted it
remained open to finding a
joint solution outside of
the courts. The proposed
UK bill seeks to remove
customs checks on some
goods entering Northern
Ireland from the rest of
the UK. That will override
parts of the trade treaty
that Prime Minister Boris
Johnson signed with the
EU less than two years
ago. The EU believes that
the UK’s unilateral deci-

sion is violating interna-
tional law and is unaccept-
able. European
Commission Vice
President Maro efcovic
told a news conference in
Brussels that he’s willing
to keep talks going with

the U.K. in bringing long-
term certainty to people
and businesses in
Northern Ireland, but in-
sisted solutions should be
found within the so-called
Northern Ireland
Protocol. The protocol is

the part of the Brexit deal
which keeps Northern
Ireland in the EU’s single
market for goods.

efcovic, however, didn’t
exclude imposing tariffs
on U.K. goods in the future
if the dispute can’t be set-
tled.

The 27-nation bloc said
it will restart the infringe-
ment procedure launched
against the U.K. govern-
ment last year after
Britain unilaterally ex-
tended a grace period that
applies to trade on the is-
land of Ireland.

The action had been put
on hold in September 2021
as both parties tried to
find joint solution, but the
EU says it is forced to re-
launch the action because
of the impossibility to
hold constructive talks
with British counterparts.

EU launches legal action 
against UK over post-Brexit changes

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson leaves 10 Downing
Street, in London, to attend the weekly Prime Ministers
Questions at the Houses of Parliament.

NATO defense ministers 
to discuss weapons for Ukraine

Abu Dhabi/New Delhi,
Jun 15 (PTI): The UAE has
ordered a suspension of ex-
ports and re-exports of
wheat and wheat flour orig-
inating from India for four
months, the Gulf nation’s
ministry of economy said
on Wednesday.

The move follows India
banning the export of
wheat last month to check
the surge in local prices.
With this, Indian wheat
cannot be rooted to third
countries via the UAE.

The ban, which the min-
istry called as ‘moratori-
um’, has been imposed ef-
fective from May 13 “in
view of the international
developments that have af-
fected trade flows”.

India had on May 14
banned wheat exports ex-
cept for those backed by al-
ready issued letters of cred-
it (LCs) and to countries

seeking to ensure food secu-
rity. Since then, it has al-
lowed shipments of 469,202
tonnes of wheat. The
United Arab Emirates
Ministry of Economy said
the ban “applies to all
wheat varieties namely
hard, ordinary and soft
wheat and wheat flour.”

In a statement said a
moratorium has been im-
posed “on the export and
re-export of wheat and
wheat flour originating
from the Republic of India,
including free zones, for a
period of four months
starting from May 13, 2022.”
This “decision comes in
view of the international
developments that have af-
fected trade flows, and in
appreciation of the solid
and strategic relations that
bind the UAE and India, es-
pecially after the signing of
the Comprehensive

Economic Partnership
Agreement between the
two countries and the
Indian government’s ap-
proval to export wheat to
the UAE for domestic con-
sumption.” India and UAE
had in February signed the
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Trade
Agreement (CEPA) to cut
all tariffs on each other’s
goods and aims to increase
their annual trade to USD
100 billion within five
years. The pact took effect
on May 1. “However, com-
panies wishing to
export/re-export wheat and
wheat flour varieties of
Indian origin, which were
imported into the country
before May 13, 2022, must
submit a request to the
Ministry to obtain permis-
sion to export outside of
the UAE,” the ministry
said.

UAE suspends exports and re-exports
of Indian wheat for four months

Charleston (US), Jun 15
(AP): US Rep. Tom Rice of
South Carolina has been
ousted from Congress in
his Republican primary
after voting to impeach
Donald Trump over the
January 6 insurrection.

He is the first of the 10
House Republicans who
voted to impeach Trump
to lose a reelection bid.

Rice, a five-term con-
gressman, was defeated
on Tuesday by state Rep.
Russell Fry, who was en-
dorsed by Trump.

Rice was a strong sup-
porter of Trump’s policies
in Washington but said he
was left no choice but to
impeach Trump over his
failure to calm the mob
that violently sought to
stop the certification of
Joe Biden’s victory.

US Rep. Nancy Mace of
South Carolina also an-

gered Trump, but she
sought to make amends
and won her GOP primary
over her own Trump-
backed challenger.

In other races on
Tuesday, Democratic Rep.
Dina Titus in Nevada
handily defeated her pro-
gressive challenger, while
Republican Rep. Mark
Amodei won his primary
against a son of one of the
state’s most famous sports
figures. In Maine, a for-
mer Republican congress-
man is hoping to reclaim
his seat in November in a
rematch with the
Democrat who defeated
him four years ago.

In Texas, Republican
Mayra Flores narrowed
Nancy Pelosi’s
Democratic majority in
the House by winning a
special primary election
to serve the remaining

months of former
Democratic Rep. Filemon
Vela’s term.

Key congressional races
in Tuesday’s primary elec-
tions in Maine, Nevada,
South Carolina and Texas:

Rice, who attracted a
half-dozen GOP chal-
lengers after his vote to
impeach Trump, had
stood by his decision, ac-
knowledging that it could
lead to his ouster but say-
ing he followed his con-
science.

Fry, the House majority
whip, has served in the
South Carolina state
House since 2015. Trump
had campaigned with Fry
earlier this year in the 7th
Congressional District, a
Republican stronghold
that includes the tourist
hotspot of Myrtle Beach
and a number of inland,
rural areas.

Rice loses House seat after
impeaching Trump

Jakarta, Jun 15 (AP):

Indonesian President
Joko Widodo announced a
Cabinet reshuffle on
Wednesday, replacing key
economic ministers amid
a national cooking oil
shortage and rising food
prices. Widodo selected
Zulkifli Hasan, the chair-
man of a political party
that joined the ruling
coalition last year, as
Indonesia’s new trade
minister, replacing
Muhammad Lutfi, who
had been criticized for his
handling of the cooking
oil situation. Hasan held
ministerial positions in
previous governments and
vowed to quickly tackle
the shortage, making
cooking oil available any-
where at an affordable
price, he told a news con-
ference after his inaugura-

tion. A cooking oil crisis
that was initially triggered
by the Russia-Ukraine war
shook up both domestic
Indonesian politics and
the global supply chain
after the government in
April banned all exports of
crude palm oil, a key in-
gredient in cooking oils,
amid a series of student
protests against skyrock-
eting food prices.
Indonesia resumed ex-
ports of crude palm oil a
month later. Indonesia and
Malaysia are the world’s
largest exporters of palm
oil, accounting for 85% of
global production.

Pressure on the global
supply of cooking oil has
increased due to the war
in Ukraine, which ac-
counts for nearly half of
the world’s sunflower oil.
Russia accounts for anoth-
er 25%.

Indonesian leader reshuffles
Cabinet amid rising food prices

S ingle-use plastic is a huge
environmental problem,

but it can help limit food waste
another big problem. Tackling
both will take ingenuity. In 1970,
Coca-Cola investigated the envi-
ronmental impact of making
reusable glass bottles and found
single-use plastic bottles could
be better in many contexts. It
switched to plastic in the early
1990s. Plastic these days is
framed as a problem to be
solved. There is global momen-
tum to ban plastic, particularly
single-use packaging. The EU
has issued directives, the UN
Environment Assembly has
committed to end plastic pollu-
tion and charitable organisa-
tions have formed global plastic
pacts. The environmental im-
pacts of proliferating plastic
packaging are mounting, and
there's evidence microplastic
particles are ending up in
human food, the effects on
human health starting to gar-
ner attention.

So it seems paradoxical that
Coca-Cola could have chosen
plastic on the basis of environ-
mental values. The 1970 study
used a method that these days is
known as life cycle assessment.
It measures materials, energy,
waste and emissions at every
step of the packaging's manufac-
ture, use and disposal and attrib-
utes potential environmental
impacts to them. For commer-
cial reasons the full results of
the Coke study were not pub-
lished, but summaries released
in 1976 said that shipping heav-

ier reusable glass bottles and the
resources required to maintain
such systems meant single-use
plastic bottles were usually
preferable.

Life cycle assessment is a pow-
erful tool because of Its ability to
compare impacts of different
systems with interdependencies
between inputs and outputs. The
related industrial systems may
have evolved since 1970, but the
Coke example illustrates the
method often challenges precon-
ceptions of what the best envi-
ronmental choice may be. A life
cycle assessment is a good tool
for investigating complex envi-
ronmental trade-offs, particular-
ly since one of the key industries
that runs in parallel with single-
use plastic, the food industry,
connects to another global prob-
lem: food loss and waste.
According to UN data, 20 to 30
percent of food produced is wast-
ed. If global food waste and loss
were a country, it would be the
third-largest emitter of green-
house gases on Earth. The ener-
gy that has gone into growing
the food, the supply-chain fuels
and energy, and the greenhouse
gases emitted when food rots are
key contributors to this stun-
ning statistic. Somewhat count-
er-intuitively, life cycle assess-
ments of single-use plastics and
food waste can show climate-
change impacts of wasting food
can dwarf those of packaging.

Packaging is designed for a
range of purposes. Good packag-
ing helps extend shelf life by
protecting food from bumps,
heat and cold, various spoiling
gases and light. Often this is
done across land, sea and air, as
our supply chains become global
and more complicated.
Packaging also plays a role in
helping conserve food once it's
in homes. Moisture-reduction
sachets, resealable zips, infor-
mation on the pack to advise on
correct storage, best before' or
use by' dates, and sophisticated
technologies such as barrier

properties or gas scavengers all
serve to keep food at its best.
Consumers often don't recognise
the purpose, or benefits, of pack-
aging in terms of preventing
food waste. If reducing packag-
ing leads to more food waste, a
nuanced and sophisticated ap-
proach is required to consider
these twin issues. Ultimately, the
best option for the environment
is to reduce both excess packag-
ing and food waste. In Australia,
2025 targets to make packaging
recyclable, reusable or com-
postable are gaining momen-
tum. They are loosely in align-
ment with related European
movements. Such an approach
does not just involve packaging
design and manufacture; end-of-
life systems also need to be
ready for these changes, or else
all those design efforts will be
for naught.

Education can encourage
consumers to recycle, reuse and
compost effectively. In the past,
consumers have shown they can
learn new programmes for
managing their waste and
scholars have spent consider-
able time analysing which edu-
cation strategies are the most ef-
fective. Packaging could be re-
tired for food where it is not re-
quired. UK charity WRAP re-
cently released a study explain-
ing where there may be oppor-
tunities to reduce packaging on
a range of fresh-produce cate-
gories. Where packaging is still
needed to reduce food waste due
to elongated supply chains or
highly perishable goods, then
making it recyclable, reusable
or compostable may help reduce
end-of-life plastic problems.
Educating consumers about the
role packaging plays in reduc-
ing food waste and how to make
sure packaging is recouped in a
circular system would likely
need to go hand in hand with
this approach so consumers be-
come active agents for change.

If the world moved towards a
zero-packaging scenario across

the board, the whole supply
chain and the way humans as a
society relate to food would need
a transformational rethink.
Without moving to a distributed
system of production and sup-
ply, the goal of zero packaging
would be difficult to achieve.
The sheer distance involved and
time required to ship food par-
ticularly highly perishable fresh
produce from centralised farms
in a condition fit to eat make
this nearly impossible.

Solutions will require cre-
ativity. Perhaps in the future
micro farms will be established
across metropolises. As the
technology develops, these sites
might consist of urban indoor
or vertical farming to max-
imise control, volume and effi-
ciency in small or dense spaces.
Likewise, people may need to
revert to eating produce in sea-
son and buying it closer to the
time of harvest. Or perhaps in-
dustry will engineer a way to
produce food out of season in
micro farms, or produce crops
with more resilience to being
unpackaged. Such attributes
would likely require bioengi-
neering, climate control and
nutrient dosing, and immense
smarts', sites and resources.

The move to a fully circular
economy where organic waste
is processed in cities adjacent
to urban farms to feed' the sys-
tem and repeat the cycle may
help. Clearly, a range of other
issues would need to be ad-
dressed and actions taken in
concert with such visions of
the future. Humans have trans-
formed cities before. Rome, the
thriving capital of modern
Italy, is famously built on the
ruins of the Rome of millennia
past. It's possible that com-
pounding environmental prob-
lems and life cycle assessment
of the damage already done
may force humankind into a fu-
ture more radical than an ordi-
nary plastic Coke bottle could
ever have presaged.
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Violation of 
democratic process
Bengal Govt had passed the

resolution that chancellor of
state universities will be from
onwards chief minister of state
and not the governor of the
state and the same resolution
had been passed in the state as-
sembly and it will be sent for
signing to governor and there
are much chances that gover-
nor may not sign it and in that
case ordinance will be issued by
the state government. It does
not look good that persons
holding constitutional posts and
themselves are indulging un-
healthy practice. It is the high
time that Central Govt should
interfere in this episode and
should take care that wrong
message may not go to other
states. In case of need it is also
expected from the President of
India to intervene in the matter
and get it amicably solved as
we know since long different
views emerged between chief
minister and governor of state.
If required governor can be
changed in a routine process
and wrong message should not
go that governor had been re-
moved unceremonial way.
Recently even the governor of
Kerala also himself offered that
chief minister can do himself
job of governor if he feels so. On
passing the resolution there are
different opinions emanating on
this matter some are speaking
against the resolution and some
are supporting it and some are
calling it a violation of demo-
cratic rules. "This tradition was
established during the time of
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. On
Radhakrishnan Committee's
recommendation, it became a
tradition that the Governor of
state will be the chancellor of
state Universities. If you have
political opposition, it does not
mean you can violate demo-
cratic processes." It is also ar-
gued that as far as the appoint-
ment of the Vice-Chancellor is
concerned, only the Governor
alone does not have the right to
appointment of Vice-
Chancellors, a search commit-
tee of 3-4 Members was
formed for the appointment
and then the Governor and the
Chief Minister together decide
the names. It is also possible
that chief minister  will not be
able to do anything. She cannot
make such a provision because
the final consent has to be
given by the Governor. Even if
the cabinet passes it, the as-
sembly passes it, even then the
consent has to be given by
Governor,". Referring to Tamil
Nadu, "Despite Opposition by
Tamil Nadu CM, was Governor
removed from Chancellor post
there? There is a good tradition
going on for years that the
Chancellor is the head of the
universities, and that tradition
should be maintained."
Currently, the Governor is the
Chancellor of all state universi-
ties. According to the
Governor's official website,
Dhankar is the ex-officio chan-
cellor of 17 universities in
Bengal. The move has drawn
sharp criticism from the various
quarters and some had  termed
the move an "attack on federal-
ism" and called it "another at-
tempt to evade accountability
and transparency.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr
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WHAT THEY TWEET!

ssoonnuu  ssoooodd@@SSoonnuuSSoooodd

Thank you to the people of
hyderabad for this amaz-
ing graffiti

AAnnuuppaamm  KKhheerr@@AAnnuuppaammPPKKhheerr
On way to # Varanasi from # Lucknow.
Travelling on # Purvanchal Express
inaugurated recently by PM @naren-
dramodi is like any European or
American freeways/highways. Makes
me feel so proud. Kudos to @nitin_gad-
kari ji @myogiadityanath & the entire
team who worked so hard! Jai Ho!

NNeewwss1188..ccoomm@@nneewwss1188ddoottccoomm

The government has approved
#5G spectrum auctions in
India. A total of 72097.85 MHz
of spectrum with a validity
period of 20 years will be put
to auction to be held by the
end of July, 2022.

JJaayy  SShhaahh@@JJaayySShhaahh

Since its inception, the
IPL has been synonymous
with growth & today is a
red-letter day for India
Cricket, with Brand
IPLtouching a new high
with e-auction resulting in
INR 48,390 cr value. IPL is
now the 2nd most valued
sporting league in the
world in terms of per

match value!

KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu@@KKiirreennRRiijjiijjuu

I had fruitful meeting with President of Mongolia, HE Ukhnaa Khürelsükh. I conveyed India's  gratitude
for his excellent leadership in building very strong India-Mongolia relation. He expressed gratefulness to
India & PM @narendramodi Ji for getting Buddha Relics to Mongolia.

YYoouuTTuubbee  IInnddiiaa@@YYoouuTTuubbeeIInnddiiaa

Every day, millions of Indians come
to YouTube to learn new skills, and
transform their lives. Neeraj Chopra
is an outstanding example, as he
turned to YouTube to watch and
learn from internationally
acclaimed players to pursue his pas-
sion and excel in javelin.

B angladesh Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen's upcoming
New Delhi gains quite significance as the neighbouring

country is among the Muslim majority nations that neither issued a
statement nor summoned the Indian envoy over the remarks by
the BJP spokespersons against the Prophet. Rather, Bangladesh
Minister Hasan Mahmud termed the row over remarks against
Prophet Muhammad as 'internal issue' and "congratulated" the
Indian government for taking legal action in the matter. For the
record, Momen's visit is for a bilateral Joint Consultative
Commission (JCC) meeting that will help prepare for a trip by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in the coming months. The JCC is ex-
pected to be held on or around June 18. The meeting, to be held
after two years, will be co-chaired by the foreign ministers of the
two sides and will focus on issues including connectivity, river
water sharing, investments and security partnership. It is pertinent
to mention that when Momen met his Indian counterpart S
Jaishankar in Guwahati last month, he sought suggestions to im-
port crude oil from Russia by managing sanctions as Bangladesh is
also keen to ensure energy security. Jaishankar was in Dhaka in
April and last year both the President and PM visited Dhaka de-
spite the Covid-19 crisis to mark 50 years of diplomatic relations
with Bangladesh, while also commemorating the birth centenary
of Bangladesh founder Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. During his visit to
Dhaka in April, Jaishankar met with Sheikh Hasina as well as
Momen. While the declared purpose of Jaishankar’s visit was to
hand over in person a letter from Prime Minister Narendra Modi to
Hasina, inviting her to visit India, regional geopolitics was no doubt
an important item on the Indian foreign minister’s agenda in
Dhaka. Jaishankar’s visit to Bangladesh came close on the heels of
his recent visits to Maldives and Sri Lanka and a day ahead of his
visit to Bhutan. His swing through South Asia seems aimed at
building India’s geopolitical influence in the region, especially to
stop China’s growing influence. The last JCC meeting was held vir-
tually in September 2020. The two countries have also launched
several connectivity initiatives, including the revival of rail links
that were halted after the 1965 India-Pakistan war and river routes
that provide access to Bangladeshi ports for north-eastern states.
The Bangladeshi side is expected to bring up its long-standing de-
mand for finalising an interim agreement for sharing the waters of
the Teesta river. The two sides are further expected to take up the
early conclusion of arrangements on sharing the waters of six
other joint rivers – Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti, Dharla and
Dudhkumar.  Bangladesh is emerging as a connectivity link be-
tween Northeast India and Southeast Asia after connectivity
through Myanmar came to standstill following the 2021 coup.
Besides trade and connectivity, the other issues that are expected
to figure in the JCC meeting are security matters, development co-
operation, and consular and cultural issues. The two sides are also
expected to discuss ways to increase train services and flights to
facilitate the large number of Bangladeshi travellers who come to
India for tourism and medical treatment.

B’desh foreign minister’s India
tour to be quite significant

S amajwadi Party and Bahujan Samaj Party are confronting
each other to poach vote bank to the advantage of BJP in next

Lok Sabha polls. At a time Samajwadi Party is facing tough challenge
from BJP in two crucial by-elections in Azamgargh and Rampur won
by the party in 2019, BSP national President Mayawati is more keen
to damage SP as    against   the    BJP. That is why the party decided
to contest these polls after long time.  Normally BSP avoids contest-
ing by-polls but this time Mayawati surprised everybody with an-
nouncement of Muslim candidate from Azamgarh which had been
pocket burrow of. Mulayam Singh Yadav and his party. Mayawati an-
nounced the name of her party leader Guddu Jamali also known as
Shah Alam to take on SP candidate Dharmendra Yadav and cousin
brother of Akhilesh Yadav and BJP candidate a popular Bhojpuri
actor and singer Dinesh Lal Yadav known as Nirahua.  During last
elections, Akhilesh Yadav won from this seat and vacated it later to
become Leader of Opposition in UP Assembly. Now Mayawati is also
testing ground to see how voters react to her candidate who could
damage chances of SP candidate.  Mayawati had gained significant-
ly in 2019 Lok Sabha polls when she entered into alliance with
Samajwadi Party and raised the tally of MPs in Lok Sabha from 0 to
10. Mayawati got the advantage of Muslim votes thanks to
Samajwadi Party but she terminated the alliance soon after the re-
sults were announced.  For the poor performance of her party which
got only two seats in 2022 assembly polls with worst ever vote share
which came down to only two per cent, Mayawati blamed Muslim
community which supported SP. Now Mayawati is more keen to cut
into Muslim support of Samajwadi Party to ensure victory of party
candidates with dalit votes and caste support of the candidate con-
cerned.  Although BSP has not announced any candidate in Rampur
but party but is more keen to win over Muslim support in a seat va-
cated by SP leader Mohd Azam Khan who would play victim card for
his candidate as he was lodged in Jail for more than two years.  In
order to overhaul party organization, Mayawati has given responsi-
bility to her brother Anand and nephew Akash. Mayawati has also re-
vived bhaichara samiti of different castes to add to support for dalit
and Muslims. On the other hand Akhilesh Yadav is strengthening his
alliance partners to face next Lok Sabha polls.  Significantly Akhilesh
Yadav decided to send RLD president Jayant Choudhry to Rajya
Sabha to strengthen SP-RLD influence over jat community which
plays important role in Western UP. Jayant Choudhry also announced
that RLD and Samajwadi Party would work in alliance to defeat BJP.
Similarly Akhilesh Yadav decided to send powerful backward leader
and former minister Swami Prasad Maurya who had joined SP after
parting company of BJP but lost assembly polls to UP Legislative
Council.  Akhilesh Yadav wants to keep alliance partners happy to
face crucial Lok Sabha polls. That is why he is sending important
leaders to Rajya Sabha and UP Council. At the same time Akhilesh
Yadav is busy overhauling the organisation to give prominence to
youth to take on BJP.  Significantly Samajwadi Party founder
Mulayam Singh Yadav also interacted with party leaders and an-
nounced that it would be direct fight between SP and BJP in next Lok
Sabha polls. Mulayam Singh Yadav also appealed to youth to come
forward to play important role in next Lok Sabha polls.  Moreover
Akhilesh Yadav is also busy to increase vote share of party to defeat
BJP. During last assembly polls Samajwadi Party gained 12 per cent
votes and raised the tally of party MLAs from 48 to 111. As a part of
strategy to poach dalit votes from BSP, Akhilesh Yadav accommodat-
ed large number of dalit leaders and bureaucrats who had been
close to Mayawati. Now Akhilesh Yadav has asked them to work with
community to ensure more votes for Samajwadi Party.  Only t time
will tell whether Mayawati will continue to help BJP in Lok Sabha
polls as she did in last assembly polls or build party organisation to
improve vote share and gain more seats.

Witnessing big battle
between SP & BSP
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Students carry their luggage to safer places after their hostels and accommodations were flooded due to rains, in Guwahati, Wednesday.

Plastic pollution is bad, but food waste is far worse

PPrraasshhaanntt  BBhhuusshhaann@@ppbbhhuusshhaann11

"Former SC judge, Justice Pasayat,
Dy Chairman of the SIT on black
money, availed of the Govt’s
amnesty scheme after IT authori-
ties flagged alleged misreporting
of income by him." Wow!! The Dy
Chair of SIT on Black money found
with Crores of black money!

FLOOD SITUATION

SIMON LOCKREY
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Young people

New Delhi: Fertiliser
cooperative Kribhco
Chairman Chandra
Pal Singh on
Wednesday stressed
on the need to attract
young people to the co-
operative sector and
said there should be
courses in universi-
ties to teach about co-
operation. He was ad-
dressing a seminar
"Sahakar Se
Samridhi: Many
Pathways" organised
by Rural Voice, a digi-
tal news platform.
Singh, who is also
President of
International
Cooperative Alliance-
Asia Pacific, high-
lighted that the gov-
ernment has created a
separate ministry for
this sector. He hoped
that the new Ministry
of Cooperation will
provide the necessary
support to grow the
cooperative sector.

Mineral output 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on
Wednesday said the
country's mineral pro-
duction rose by 7.8 per
cent in April 2022 over
the same month a
year ago. The index of
mineral production of
mining and quarry-
ing sector for the
month stood at 116,
which was 7.8 per cent
higher as compared to
the level in April last
year, the mines min-
istry said in a state-
ment. As per the pro-
visional figures of the
Indian Bureau of
Mines (IBM), produc-
tion level of impor-
tant minerals in April
includes coal at 665
lakh tonnes, lignite 40
lakh tonnes, natural
gas (utilised) 2,748
million cubic metre,
petroleum (crude) 25
lakh tonnes and baux-
ite 2,054 thousand
tonnes.

Renewal scheme

Chennai: Public sec-
tor Indian Bank has
unveiled KCC Digital
Renewal Scheme en-
abling customers to
renew their Kisan
Credit Card accounts
through the digital
platform, the city-
based bank said on
Tuesday. Under the
project WAVE - World
of Advanced Virtual
Experience initiative,
Indian Bank
Managing Director
and CEO, S L Jain
launched the scheme
which eliminates the
need to visit a branch
or submit added phys-
ical documents.

Multiplex 
New Delhi: Bharti
Airtel on Tuesday an-
nounced Xstream
multiplex, which the
telco said is India's
first multiplex in the
metaverse. The
Xstream multiplex is
an extension of
Airtel's Xstream
Premium offering,
which recently
achieved a two million
subscriber milestone
within 100 days of its
launch, the company
said in a statement.

FIRE-FIGHTING ROBOT

Firefighters during a demonstration of the working of a fire-fighting robot, in Surat on Wednesday.

New Delhi, Jun 15: 

India's merchandise ex-
ports in May rose by 20.55
per cent to USD 38.94 bil-
lion, while the trade deficit
ballooned to a record USD
24.29 billion, according to
the government data re-
leased on Wednesday.
Imports during May 2022
grew by 62.83 per cent to
USD 63.22 billion, the data
showed. The trade deficit
stood at USD 6.53 billion in
the same month last year.
Cumulative exports in
April-May 2022-23 rose by
about 25 per cent to USD
78.72 billion. Imports in
April-May 2022-23 in-
creased 45.42 per cent to
USD 123.41 billion. The
trade deficit during the first
two months of this fiscal
widened to USD 44.69 bil-

lion against USD 21.82 bil-
lion in the year-ago period.

Petroleum and crude oil
imports during May 2022
surged 102.72 per cent to
USD 19.2 billion. Coal, coke
and briquettes imports
jumped to USD 5.5 billion
against USD 2 billion in
May 2021. Gold imports in-
creased to USD 6 billion
during the month under re-
view from USD 677 million
in May 2021. Engineering
goods exports in May in-
creased by 12.65 per cent to
USD 9.7 billion, while petro-

leum products exports
grew by 60.87 per cent to
USD 8.54 billion. Gems and
jewellery exports stood at
USD 3.22 billion in May
compared to USD 2.96 bil-
lion in the same month last
year.

Exports of chemicals
rose 17.35 per cent to USD
2.5 billion in May. Similarly,
shipments of pharma and
ready-made garments of all
textiles grew by 10.28 per
cent and 27.85 per cent to
USD 2 billion and USD 1.41
billion, respectively.

Exports rise 20.55 pc to
USD 38.94 bn in May

̈ Trade deficit at
record USD 24.29 bn

New Delhi, Jun 15: 

The spectrum auction
for 5G services marks the
beginning of a new era for
Indian telecom,
Communications Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said on
Wednesday. The comment
assumes significance as
the Union Cabinet has ap-
proved the modalities for
holding 5G spectrum auc-
tion, and 72 GHz of radio
waves will be put on the
block by July-end.
Spectrum auction will
commence on July 26,
2022. The Cabinet also de-
cided to enable the devel-
opment and setting up of
'Private Captive Networks'
to spur a wave of innova-
tion in new-age industry
applications such as ma-
chine-to-machine commu-

nications, Internet of
Things (IoT), Artificial
Intelligence (AI) across au-
tomotive, healthcare, agri-
culture, energy, and other
sectors. "The beginning of
a new era for Indian
Telecom. 5G spectrum
auction announced,"
Vaishnaw tweeted.
Continuing the telecom re-
forms agenda, develop-
ment and setting up of
Private Captive Networks

will be enabled, he wrote.
"Moving forward with PM
@narendramodi ji's vision
of a Digital India.
Spectrum auction an-
nounced today is an inte-
gral part of developing
#BharatKa5G ecosystem,"
Vaishnaw said. Cabinet
has approved 5G auctions
at reserve prices recom-
mended by the sector regu-
lator TRAI. TRAI had rec-
ommended around a 39
per cent cut in the reserve
or floor price for the sale of
5G spectrum for mobile
services. All the available
spectrum in 600 MHz, 700
MHz, 800 MHz, 900 MHz,
1800 MHz, 2100 MHz, 2300
MHz, 2500 MHz, 3300 MHz,
and 26 GHz bands is part of
the auction. Overall,
72097.85 MHz of spectrum
has been put to auction.

Start of new era for Indian Telecom:
Vaishnaw on 5G spectrum auction

New Delhi, Jun 15: 

The government has held
discussions with a number
of countries, includ-
ing Japan and
Germany, for future
exports of hydrogen
from India, Union
power minister R K
Singh said on
Wednesday. Singh,
who is also the minis-
ter for new and re-
newable energy, informed
that India is aiming to pro-
duce 20 million tonne (MT)
of green hydrogen by 2030.
"We are the largest and
fastest growing renewable
energy capacity in the world
and that is what is neces-
sary for green
hydrogen...We have already

discussed with a number
countries who are going to
import hydrogen like Japan,
Germany etc. Our objective

is that by 2030, we
should be producing
20 MT green hydro-
gen," he told re-
porters on the side-
lines of an event
here. The minister
exuded confidence
that India will
emerge as a leader in

green hydrogen.
With Germany, India has

signed a joint declaration of
intent on Indo- German hy-
drogen task force. The
agreement was signed be-
tween power minister Singh
and Germany's minister for
economic affairs and cli-
mate change in May 2022.

Govt discusses future
export of hydrogen with

Japan, Germany and others New Delhi, Jun 15: 

The government is look-
ing to hire a new chairman
of National Bank for
Agriculture and Rural
Development (Nabard) to re-
place GR Chintala, who will
be demitting office on
August 1.

Chintala was appointed
as the Nabard Chairman in
May 2020. Even those work-
ing in private sector banks
and financial institutions
and organisations in agri-
culture, cooperative and
rural development sectors,
with relevant experience
will be eligible for the ap-
pointment. As per the circu-
lar issued by the depart-
ment of financial services,
the candidate should also
possess an advanced univer-
sity degree preferably in

subjects, like economics, fi-
nance and business admin-
istration. Officers serving as
joint secretary or above in
government or regulatory
bodies are also eligible for
deputation as chairman of
Nabard.

The new chairman would
hold office for up to five
years or until he or she at-
tains the age of 60 years,
whichever is earlier.
Chintala is a post graduate
from Indian Agricultural
Research Institute, New
Delhi. He had joined Nabard
as an officer and worked in
various capacities in the
bank. Nabard is a national
level institutions engaged in
providing credit for promo-
tion of agriculture, small-
scale industries, cottage and
village industries, and hand-
icrafts, among others.

Govt looks for new

Nabard chairman

Geneva, Jun 15: 

India on Tuesday
strongly pitched to the
WTO members for finding
a permanent solution to
the issue of public stock
holding of grains for food
security programmes,
stating that one cannot
tread the path of trade on
an empty stomach.
Addressing a thematic ses-
sion on agriculture, com-
merce and industry minis-
ter Piyush Goyal said that
the developing countries
are in a situation, where
the temporary declara-
tions on the issue are not
going to help the countries
and the permanent solu-
tion to public stock hold-
ing, pending for more than
9 years, is not yet being
taken up for closure.
"WTO is an organisation

for trade, but one should
remember that before
trade, there comes hunger
and one cannot tread the
path of trade on an empty
stomach," he said. Goyal
said that it is possible to
find the solution as there
are well established and
proven mechanisms avail-
able and documents are on
the table which can be
adopted and finalised. It is
ironical that the
Agreement on Agriculture
(AoA) of the WTO pro-
vides considerable flexibil-
ity to the developed mem-
bers to provide huge subsi-

dies in the form of
Aggregate Measure of
Support (AMS).

The same flexibilities
are not available to the ma-
jority of the developing
countries including LDCs
(Least Developed
Countries). The developed
countries are giving more
than 200 times the support
that most developing coun-
tries are able to give. "The
special and differential
treatment accorded to de-
veloping countries re-
mains crucial for us and
hence bringing it into the
ambit of negotiations is
just not acceptable. We feel
that the draft ministerial
decisions on agriculture
are expansive and go be-
yond the Doha Round man-
date and do not acknowl-
edge the progress achieved
so far," he added.

One cannot tread the path of trade on
an empty stomach: Goyal at WTO meet

New Delhi, Jun 15: 

Italian automaker
Automobili Lamborghini
expects the super luxury
car segment in India this
year to reach the peak lev-
els witnessed in 2018-19 on
the back of robust de-
mand, according to a sen-
ior company official. The
company, which on
Wednesday showcased the
limited edition Aventador
LP 780-4 Ultimae Roadster
priced between Rs 8 crore
and Rs 10 crore in India,
also feels that the country
needs to "celebrate wealth
creators" as the number of
super luxury cars sold in
the country does not re-
flect its real potential. "If
you look at the super luxu-
ry segment in India, it
does not fully reflect the
potential in the market.
The segment has not yet

reached its peak of what it
was in 2018-19,"
Lamborghini India Head
Sharad Agarwal said here
in an interaction. The
super luxury segment,
which comprises cars
priced above Rs 2.5 crore,
had sold about 300 units
last year, he added. "I an-
ticipate that this year it
should be crossing the
benchmark of about 325
cars (reached in 2018-19).
(In) the first five months
the trend looks positive
but yes, there are also a lot
of external challenges
which we are facing,"

Agarwal said. He, howev-
er, hastened to add that
right now it is "more of a
speculation" as it is very
difficult to predict how the
market or the industry
will be during the year.
From Lamborghini's per-
spective, he said, "We are
continuing with a strong
order. Most of the
Lamborghini models today
are on a long waiting time
between 10 to 12
months...the customer has
to wait from the time he
places in order to get his car.
Right now we are taking or-
ders for next year.

Lamborghini expects super luxury car segment
in India to reach peak levels of 2018-19

Sensex drops 152 pts;

Fed decision eyed
Mumbai, Jun 15:  

Equities ended lower for
the fourth straight day on
Wednesday, with the
Sensex falling 152 points
in volatile trade amid
mixed global cues and un-
abated foreign capital out-
flows. The BSE bench-
mark settled 152.18 points
or 0.29 per cent lower at
52,541.39. During the day, it
dropped 200.21 points or
0.37 per cent to 52,493.36.

The NSE Nifty declined
by 39.95 points or 0.25 per
cent to 15,692.15. From the
Sensex pack, NTPC,
Infosys, Reliance
Industries, Hindustan
Unilever, Wipro, Tech
Mahindra and PowerGrid
were the major laggards.

On the other hand, Bajaj
Finserv, Bajaj Finance,
Tata Steel and Larsen &
Toubro were among the
gainers.

Mumbai, Jun 15: 

HDFC Bank  announced
signing a memorandum of
understanding with 100X.
VC, a leading early stage
venture capital firm, to en-
gage more deeply with the
start-up community. The
Bank will extend its full-
suite of specialised servic-
es and facilities tailored for
start-ups, known as Smart-
Up,to all the firms associat-
ed with 100X.VC. It will also
extend additional credit fa-
cilities and evaluate invest-
ment opportunities in
these start-ups.

With this MoU, HDFC
Bank and 100X.VC will
work together in mutually
beneficial areas. The ven-
ture capital firm will rec-
ommend HDFC Bank as

primary Bank to all its in-
vestee companies. Through
such collaboration, the
bank hopes to enhance the
ecosystem by supporting
innovation and entrepre-
neurship. HDFC Bank and
100X.VC will also conduct
jointprograms for start-ups
such as Master Classes.
Additionally, the bank will
evaluate start-ups referred
to it by 100X.VC for invest-
ment and extending loans.
The MoU was signed by Mr.
Abhishek Deshmukh,
Branch Banking Head -
Maharashtra, and Mr.
Yagnesh Sanghrajka–
Founder & CFO, 100X.VC in
the presence of Mr. Sanjay
Mehta, Founder & Partner,
100X.VC; Mr. Ninad Karpe-
Partner, 100X.VC, and other
senior bank officials.

Speaking on the occa-
sion,Mr. Abhishek
Deshmukh, Branch
Banking Head –
Maharashtra, HDFC Bank,
said, “India is among the
largest and fastest-growing
start-up ecosystems in the
world. In the first half of
2022 alone, 15start-ups have
emerged as unicorns. In
the past decade, we have
seen the rebirth of the
start-up ecosystem with a
more sustainable business
model in the form of ven-
ture capital.100X.VC has
done transformational
work in the early-stage
ecosystem since their
launch 3 years ago and we
hope to leverage their ex-
pertise in mentoring start-
ups identified by HDFC
bank.

HDFC Bank signs MoU with
100X VC to support start-ups

Mumbai, Jun 15: 

IDBI Bank on Tuesday
said it has raised interest
rates by up to 25 basis points
(bps) on retail term deposits
of less than Rs 2 crore. The
revised rates would be appli-
cable across various tenors
for domestic term deposits,
non-resident ordinary
(NRO) and non-resident ex-
ternal (NRE) term deposits,
effective June 15, a release
said. The lender has in-
creased the interest rate by
25 basis points to 4 per cent
from 3.75 per cent on retail
term deposits maturing be-
tween 91 days and six
months. For fixed deposits
maturing in 3 years to less
than 5 years, the rate has
been hiked by 10 bps to 5.60

per cent, compared to 5.50
per cent earlier. Retail term
deposits with a maturity of
more than 5 years and up to
7 years will now fetch an in-
terest rate of 5.75 per cent
against 5.60 per cent. The in-
terest rate on fixed deposits
maturing above 7 years and
up to 10 years has been re-
vised to 5.75 per cent from
5.50 per cent. The country's
largest lender State Bank of
India (SBI) has raised inter-
est rates by 0.20 per cent on
domestic term deposits of
below Rs 2 crore for select
tenors. The revised interest
rates on retail domestic term
deposits (below Rs 2 crore)
come into effect from June
14, 2022, State Bank of India
(SBI) informed on its web-
site.

IDBI Bank raises interest
rates on retail term

deposits by up to 25 bps
New Delhi, Jun 15: 

PhonePe, part of the
Walmart Inc-controlled
Flipkart group, is consid-
ering to raise funds
through an initial public
offering for expanding its
financial services portfo-
lio and deepening its core
United Payments
Interface (UPI)-based pay-
ments operations, invest-
ment banking sources
said on Wednesday. The
digital payment company
is seeking a valuation of
USD 8-10 billion, they
added.

According to the
sources, the company will
soon engage with bankers
and legal consultants to
take forward the IPO
(Initial Public Offering)

process. Also, the compa-
ny has initiated plans to
move its registered hold-
ing entity from Singapore
to India, underlining its
'made in India' creden-
tials. PhonePe's board has
already ratified the pro-
posal to move the holding
company to India. The
company will list on
Indian stock exchanges as
opposed to many startups
that prefer to incorporate
overseas, primarily
Singapore or the US, chas-
ing relatively friendlier
tax laws and business reg-
ulations there. PhonePe
was founded by ex-
Flipkart executives
Sameer Nigam, Rahul
Chari and Burzin
Engineer, and was ac-
quired by Flipkart in 2016.
In 2018 Flipkart was ac-
quired by Walmart, and
PhonePe was part of the
transaction as well.

PhonePe prepping for IPO
̈ Seeks valuation 

of USD 8-10 billion

S
ai Pallavi, who rose to
prominence after starring
in Malayalam film

'Premam,' is now one of
Telugu's most popular heroines.

During the promotional tour
for 'Virata Parvam', Sai Pallavi
shares interesting tidbits about
her upcoming films as well as
her professional insights.

"My forthcoming film 'Gargi'
was shot during the pandemic
in Tamil. It's as personal to me
as 'Virata Parvam'. It's a brand
new narrative that will surprise
all", Sai Pallavi revealed. 'Gargi'
is an upcoming Kannada movie
written and directed by
Gautham Ramachandran.

Speaking about her
Kollywood movies, Sai Pallavi
said, "In Tamil, I've agreed to
star opposite Sivakarthikeyan
in a new film".

A
ctress Malaika Arora is set to turn
into an author with her debut yet-to-
be-titled book on nutrition, the work

on which is currently in progress. The book
will offer readers an understanding into her
healthy eating routine.

Covering some key elements of food and
nutrition like the relationship between eat-
ing right and overall well-being, the chal-
lenges associated with food deprivation; the
literary work will help the readers grasp the
process of mastering discipline in eating
with a guide on how to blend nutrition plan
with fitness goals. Talking about the book,
Malaika Arora said in a statement, "My goal
has always been to facilitate ideas around
health and wellness. The book will help us
share our insights with people at large. I per-
sonally believe in the comprehensive well-
being of our body. Concentrating on just one,
does not support the other. So the idea is to
promote good health inside out and we have
barely scratched the surface as of now." The
book is being agented by The Sunflower
Seeds literary consulting. Speaking about
the project.Pallavi Barman, Founder, LAP
Ventures- An Exceed Entertainment group
company, added by saying, "We are glad to
partner with The Sunflower Seeds for
Malaika's literary foray. The book is an ex-
tension of the focus on health, fitness and
well being that Malaika Arora
Ventures (MAV) has." "As an entre-
preneur, MAV has already invest-
ed in Label Life, Sarva Yoga
and now Nude Bowl. Her pur-
pose as an author will be
guided by the same values
that she believes in as an en-
trepreneur", she concluded.

T
he wait is over as Sony Entertainment Television’s latest
offering, Yashomati Maiyya Ke Nandlala, brings to its
viewers a refreshing narrative of the mother-son bond be-

tween Yashoda and Kanha (Lord Shri Krishna).
In its first week, viewers will witness Yashoda Maiyaa’s (Neha

Sargam) wish-fulfillment for a child by Lord Vishnu who takes over
Krishna’s avatar to experience a mother's love and to vanquish
Kans. He will be seen promising Dhara that she will become
Krishna’s mother in her next avatar. The week will set a premise to
one of the greatest mother-son relationships in mythology. Viewers
will see Yashoda Maiyaa’s love for her natkhat Krishna.

There’s more! Kans will get baffled after hearing an Akashwani
that predicts his defeat in the hands of Devki's eighth child, which
makes him try to kill Devki. But the week will end on a happy
note with Purnamashi coming in and informing Yashoda that
her wish has been fulfilled and soon she is going to be a mother,
leaving Yashoda and Nand elated. Neha Sargam, essaying the
role of Yashoda, says, “The first week is filled with all kinds of
emotions! Yashoda Maiyaa has always craved for a child and
having her wish fulfilled is something she never expected. Her
life will now take an interesting turn with Kanha, and viewers
are sure to experience sympathy and love for Yashoda
Maiyaa. I was very emotional while shooting this sequence as
it made me realize that there is nothing in this world that is
stronger than a mother’s love!”

D
irector Mithran R.
Jawahar's much-awaited
c o m e d y - d r a m a

'Thiruchitrambalam', featuring
actor Dhanush in the lead, will hit

screens on August 18, its makers an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Taking to Twitter, Sun Pictures, the
production house producing the film,

tweeted, "'Thiruchitrambhalam' releasing
in theaters on August 18!"
Dhanush too confirmed the news, tweet-

ing, "Well it's been a while, isn't it?
'Thiruchitrambalam' from August 18th. See you all
in theatres."

The film's team has already announced the
names of all the characters in the film and dis-
closed who is playing which character. While
Dhanush plays the titular role of
Thiruchitrambalam, director Bharathiraja plays
the role of senior Thiruchitrambalam. Nithya
Menon plays a character called Shobana, who hap-
pens to be Thiruchitrambalam's best friend in the
film.

Prakash Raj plays a strict inspector called
Neelakandan in the film while actress Priya
Bhavani Shankar plays Ranjani, a village lass.
Actress Raashi Khanna, who plays the female lead,

plays Anusha, Dhanush's high school friend in the
film.

The film, which has music by Anirudh, has
cinematography by Om Prakash and editing
by Prasanna G K. It has been produced by

Sun Pictures Kalanithi Maran.

ACROSS

1. Out of port

5. Swiss mountains

9. Ship's rear

14. Asian language

15. Aria

16. Blender setting

17. Rendered fat

18. Fraudulent scheme

19. Diva's offerings

20. Ease

22. Film spools

23. Foxy

24. Emerald ____

25. Wind dir.

26. Procured

27. Sat in on

32. ____ wave

35. Hawaiian cookout

36. Alias abbr.

37. Separate

39. Underwriter

42. Author ____ Tolstoy

43. British nobleman

45. Wave top

46. Citrus drink

49. ____ Diego

50. Feminine pronoun

51. On top of

53. Tango need

56. Gardener's tool

59. Unchanged

61. Broadcast

62. River in Egypt

63. Cargo

64. Swipe

65. Ledger entry

66. Deep affection

67. Gape

68. Shore bird

69. Mimicker

DOWN

1. Road guide

2. Will

3. Ahead of time

4. Staff member

5. Aid

6. In the area

7. Flat highland

8. A few

9. Scanty

10. Soup bowl

11. Toledo's waterfront

12. Not imaginary

13. Monster's loch

21. Fiddle's kin

25. Daze

26. Guy's date

28. Peacock's pride
29. Risk
30. Squeaks by
31. Move quickly
32. Cultivate
33. Enlightened one's words (2 wds.)
34. Tragic fate
35. Show the way
38. Sad drop
40. Meager
41. Coffee vessel
44. Get together again
47. Distress cry (2 wds.)
48. Sewing item
49. Serious
52. More ashen
53. Scout unit
54. Manufacture cloth
55. More peculiar
56. Back talk
57. Heartthrob Brad ____
58. Range
59. Army division
60. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald
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Career and business matters are likely to
be very much on your mind today,
Aquarius. Perhaps a new opportunity has
come your way, or you're thinking of
becoming involved in a new enterprise on
your own or with a partner. This might not
be a good day to make a decision, so don't
rush it. Before you make any dramatic
changes, think things through carefully. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Matters involving creativity, romance,
and children could require considerable
thought today, Pisces. Some exciting new
options may be available to you and your
loved ones. You might be inclined to mull
over the possibilities. You could consult
others to get more opinions. For the most
part, you'll want to decide on your own. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Matters involving the home could suddenly
grow serious. This is a positive develop-
ment, Aries, but new possibilities could be
opening up and force you to make a deci-
sion. The value of your home could have
gone up and you might consider selling it
and moving. Or you could have the oppor-
tunity to work out of your home and save
commuting costs. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you might consider entering into a
business partnership with a relative or
neighbor. This could show promise of suc-
cess, Taurus, and is definitely worth seri-
ous consideration. You'll want to be sure
it's right for you, so caution is recom-
mended. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

The value of any investment you may have
made in land, including your home, could
come into your thoughts today. Whatever
time and energy you've put into it is likely to
pay off, Gemini, and this might make a differ-
ence to you when formulating plans for the
future. You might spend some time working
outside, which should clear your head and
enable you to get your thoughts together. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

A partnership of some kind, perhaps busi-
ness, perhaps romantic, is likely to be on
your mind today. You might want to seri-
ously consider whether or not it has a
future, and if it does, what to do next. You
could spend time socializing, if possible,
but you could be too preoccupied to partic-
ipate much. A lot of serious decisions need
to be made, Cancer. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A lot of serious matters are on your mind,
perhaps involving plans for the future. It's
likely that you'll want to stay home today
and do some contemplating. Various new
opportunities could be coming your way,
Leo, and you won't want to let them pass
you by without serious consideration. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Contemplation is the word for today. At
some point, you might receive a call from
a friend wanting advice on a serious deci-
sion. Don't be surprised if you spend more
time listening than advising, Virgo. Goals
of your own might need some thought
and possibly reevaluation, as changes in
your immediate environment could pres-
ent new and exciting possibilities to you. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today much of your mental - and possi-
bly physical - energy could be directed
at career matters. You might reevaluate
goals and ambitions, Libra, and consid-
er other possibilities. The desire for
more income might be the catalyst, but
there's more to it than that. This is def-
initely a good day to think about a num-
ber of options. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The desire for personal and career
advancement could cause you to consider
furthering your education in some way,
Scorpio. Someone close to you, probably a
woman, could wake you up to the advan-
tages of returning to school and getting an
advanced degree at some point in the
future. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Today you're apt to be a bit preoccupied,
Sagittarius. You might find yourself consid-
ering concepts that others think are strange
and impractical. This might involve meta-
physics or the occult or unusual ways of
making a living - or all of the above. You
might want to discuss this with others.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Today is likely to be a gratifying day,
Capricorn, but perhaps more serious than
you'd planned. A longtime friend might call
and want to talk. This person or another
might want to discuss a possible business
enterprise that's apt to be worthy of con-
sideration. Everyone around you might
seem egocentric, and you could feel that
your concerns are of no interest to anyone.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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F
ather’s Day is cele-
brated to honour
fatherhood and pa-

ternal bonds. They play
a special role in motivat-
ing their children, show-
ing them the right direc-
tion and encouraging
them to attain the best
in life. On International
Father’s Day, &TV ac-
tors Aan Tiwari (Baal
Shiv, Baal Shiv),
Farhana Fatema (Shanti
Mishra, Aur Bhai Kya
Chal Raha Hai?), Yogesh
Tripathi (Daroga Happu
Singh, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan), and Rohitashv
Gour (Manmohan
Tiwari, Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai) talk about their
special bond with their
fathers and their super-
hero qualities.

Farhana Fatema aka
Shanti Mishra in &TV’s
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai? shares, “My father
is my greatest strength
and best superhero. He
is the best dad ever be-
cause, despite being
from a conservative
family, he has always
supported and inspired
all women in the house
to achieve their aspira-

tions. He taught me how
to ride a bike, climb a
tree, and encouraged me
to participate in sports.

He also believed in me
and encouraged me to
pursue acting. Happy
Father's Day to all the

amazing dads who con-
stantly encourage and
assist their children in
reaching their goals."

Yogesh Tripathi, aka
Daroga Happu Singh in
&TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, shares, “I loved
my father more than
anything. He was my
mentor, a friend, and
the one who stood with
me even when I failed.
My father instilled in
me the ability to be self-
assured and pursue my
goals. He was always a
superhero to me,
through thick and thin.
Before getting my big
break in television, I
started performing in
street plays and the-
atres, but I owe my ca-
reer to him because of
his unwavering moral
support. I remember
how hard he worked for
us, and I have inherited
his desire to accom-
plish the best, which I
hope to pass on to my
children.”

Watch Baal Shiv at
8:00 pm, Aur Bhai Kya
Chal Raha Hai? at 9:30
pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at
10:30 pm, airing every
Monday to Friday only
on &TV!

‘My father, my superhero’

Dhanush-starrer ‘Thiruchitrambalam’
to hit screens on August 18

‘Nothing in this

world is stronger

than a mother’s

love’ 

Malaika Arora to turn an author with
her book on fitness, wellness, nutrition

Sai Pallavi reveals interesting tidbits
about her next film ‘Gargi’
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Jakarta, Jun 15 (PTI):

World No. 8 Lakshya Sen
crashed out of the
Indonesia Open bad-
minton tournament after
losing to compatriot HS
Prannoy in an all-India
second round clash here
on Wednesday.

Sen was comprehensive-
ly beaten 10-21 9-21 by
Prannoy in a men's singles
match that lasted a little
more than half an hour.

Sen, who is in red hot
form, clinched his first-
ever Super 500 title this
year. The 20-year-old

reached the finals of the
prestigious All England
Championships and was
also part of the Indian
men's team that lifted the
historic Thomas Cup
crown.

Interestingly, this was
Prannoy's first-ever win
against Sen out of their
three head-to-head meet-
ings so far.

In the doubles action,
the duo of M R Arjun and
Dhruv Kapila opened
their account with a win,
getting the better of high-
er ranked Japanese pair of
Kelichiro Matsui and

Yoshinori Takeuchi 27-25
18-25 21-19. However, it was
curtains for the women's
duo of Ashwini Bhat and
Shikha Gautam as it lost 9-
21 10-21 to China's Zhang
Shu Xian and Zheng Yu in
just 28 minutes.

The campaign also
ended for another
women's pairing of
Haritha M Harinarayan
and Ashna Noy as the duo
also suffered straight-
game defeat against South
Korea's Jeong Na Eun and
Kim Hye Jeong.

In the Sen versus
Prannoy game, the former

was in no match in front of
over-aggressive Prannoy,
who despite trailing 3-6 at
one point, made a strong
comeback, courtesy some
good shots. The 29-year-old
eventually extended his
lead to 21-10 and pocketed
the first game easily. In the
second game, Prannoy
continued from where he
left off and took a massive
11-3 lead.

Trailing, Sen was ex-
pected to make a come-
back, but Prannoy's un-
playable cross-court
smashes made it a difficult
affair for the former.

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI):

Sit down and take a
deep breath. Nobody in
their wildest of imagina-
tions would have created
a scenario that the Indian
Premier League would
soon become the second
most valued sporting
property in the world. In
its 15 years of existence,
the IPL has managed to
sell its media rights for an
astronomical sum of Rs
48,390 or in other words,
the broadcasters will be
paying BCCI Rs 118.02
crore for each match dur-
ing the next five-year
cycle.

BCCI Secretary Jay
Shah termed Tuesday as a
‘red-letter day for India
Cricket’ as in a series of
tweets he gave a brief
idea of how the board
plans to spend the money
to strengthen “domestic
cricket structure starting
from grassroots, to boost
infrastructure and spruce
up facilities across India
and enrich the overall
cricket-watching experi-
ence."

Now the big question:
How will the BCCI share
the jaw-dropped revenue
among its stakeholders
including the IPL fran-
chises, players, state asso-
ciations and its staff?

IPL franchises
Half of Rs 48,390 crore

will be distributed be-
tween the eight original
franchises i.e. Mumbai
Indians, Chennai Super
Kings, Kolkata Knight
Riders, Rajasthan Royals,

Royal Challengers
Bangalore, Sunrisers
Hyderabad, Punjab Kings
and Delhi Capitals. The
two new entrants -
Gujarat Titans and
Lucknow Super Giants -
will have to wait for some
time before getting as
much share as their eight
counterparts. Roughly,
the each of the eight IPL
teams mentioned above

will get around Rs 3,000
crore.
What About the Other
Half?  (Rs 24,195 crore)

The other half will be
shared with players and
state associations. As per
a report, the old formula
of dividing the share was
26 percent of the second
half will be distributed
among domestic and in-
ternational players. Off

the remaining 74 percent,
four per cent has been
earmarked for the staff
salaries and the remain-
der will go into the kitty
of the various state asso-
ciations. Numerically
speaking, Rs 6290 crore
(approx.) will be shared
with players and Rs
16,936 crore (approx.)
with BCCI affiliated state
boards.

IPL Media Rights:
How will BCCI share Rs 48,390 crore among
Franchises, Players and State Associations

Indonesia Open

Lakshya Sen bows down to
compatriot HS Prannoy

Kolkata, Jun 15 (PTI):

Indian football team cap-
tain Sunil Chhetri says the
side would love to play the
AFC Asian Cup on home
soil with the star forward
confessing to "hitting my
peak" at 37.

A near-capacity crowd at
the iconic Salt Lake
Stadium in Kolkata wit-
nessed the Indian national
football team qualify for the
2023 AFC Asian Cup finals
in style, beating Hong Kong
4-0 on Tuesday night.

Impressed by the huge
turnout for their last quali-
fying game despite heavy
rains, Chhetri expressed
his desire to play the finals
in India.

"The kind of form we are
in, we would have loved to
play at home. The way the
fans are coming up and sup-
porting us in numbers, it
would be great to play
here," said Chhetri after
India secured a second
straight qualification to the
Asian Cup for the first time
in history. China, where the
Asian Cup finals were
scheduled next year, had
withdrawn as hosts keeping

the fluid COVID-19 situa-
tion in the country.

India defeated Cambodia
and Afghanistan before se-
curing a convincing win
over Hong Kong in Group D
of the third round of the
Asian Cup qualifiers.

All matches were played
at the Salt Lake Stadium,
where India were playing

for the first time in over two
years. Chhetri praised the
rise of youngsters in the na-
tional team over the course
of the three-match cam-
paign. "The kids are just
amazing, They'll probably
kill me for calling kids, the
boys are fantastic. We have
the right mix of senior and
junior players in the dress-

ing room. "You've also got
Liston (Colaco) and Suresh
(Wangjam) along with
Akash (Mishra) and
Roshan (Singh) who have
been brilliant."

"So yes, a lot of young-
sters coming up, and also
Ishan (Pandita) has been
outstanding in training too,
and look what he did today.

Ishan and Sahal (Abdul
Samad) are two players who
deserve nights like this,"
said Chhetri, who scored
the second goal of the night
while Anwar Ali, Manvir
Singh, and Ishan Pandita
got their names on the
scoresheet.

Chhetri is set to play in
his third Asian Cup tourna-
ment finals after previous
appearances in 2011 and
2019. Despite being 37 years
old, the striker feels he is at
his peak now.

"Now I am hitting my
peak. The last Asian Cup is
already past. We really
want to work hard. It does
not matter in the next big
tournaments I am there or
anyone else gets the nod,
India should be there at the
Asian Cup, I have already
said this.

"It is paramount for us as
a nation to keep being at the
Asian Cup so that we can
rub our shoulders with the
best in India, which is not
very often. This gives us a
chance to play friendlies
with better-ranked oppo-
nents leading up to the tour-
nament," said the talisman-
ic striker.

Would be great to play Asian Cup at home, I’m hitting my peak: Chhetri

Indian players celebrate with the national flag after winning their AFC Asian Cup 2023 Qualifiers final
round football match against Hong Kong, at VYBK stadium in Kolkata, Tuesday.

Dubai, Jun 15 (PTI):

India opener
Ishan Kishan climbed up
68 places to grab the sev-
enth spot among batters,
while the bowling duo of
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Yuzvendra Chahal also
made gains in the latest
ICC T20 rankings released
on Wednesday.

Kishan,who has been
one of India's consistent
performers in the ongoing
T20I home series against
South Africa, aggregating
164 runs in three matches
including two half-cen-
turies, has made a massive
jump to enter the top 10
among T20 batters.

The 23-year-old is the
lone Indian batter in the
top 10 with KL Rahul occu-
pying the 14 spot.

Skipper Rohit Sharma
and Shreyas Iyer have
dropped a place each to
16th and 17th spots respec-
tively, while Virat Kohli
has slid two places to 21st.

Among bowlers,
Bhuvneshwar is up seven
places to 11th while leg-

spinner Chahal has
climbed up four places to
26th.

Australia's Josh
Hazlewood has regained
his number one spot
among T20 bowlers, while
Maheesh Theekshana of
Sri Lanka is up 16 places to
eighth in the list.

In the Test rankings,
pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah has moved a spot
to third, behind compatri-
ot Ravichandran Ashwin,
who remains static on
number two.

Ravindra Jadeja and
Ashwin, however, contin-
ue to occupy the top two

spots in the all rounders'
list.

Rohit and Kohli re-
tained their seventh and 10
spots respectively among
batters while England's
Joe Root is back at the top
after smashing a second
successive century in the
ongoing ICC World Test
Championship series
against New Zealand.

Root, who had reached
within striking distance of
Marnus Labuschagne
after the first Test, has
wrested back the top spot
from the Australia batter,
whom he now leads by five
rating points.
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places to 7th in T20 batters list

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI):

The DY Patil Stadium in
Navi Mumbai will host the
summit clash of the U-17
Women's World Cup on
October 30 while the semi-
finals will be played in Goa,
FIFA and Local Organising
Committee (LOC) an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Bhubaneswar is set to
host India's three group
stage matches beginning on
October 11. The official
draw will take place on
June 24th. The 24 group
stage games will conclude
on October 18 and the
matches will be shared
among all three host states
Odisha, Goa and
Maharashtra. The quarter-
final round of games will
be held on October 21 and 22
following which the semi-fi-

nals will be held on October
26. The Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar will see hosts
India compete in all three
group stage games on
October 11, 14 and 17.

Meanwhile, the DY Patil
Stadium in Navi Mumbai
and the Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium in Fatorda
will equally share the four
quarterfinal games.

LOC Project Directors,
Ankush Arora and Nandini
Arora, in a joint statement
said, "We are extremely

grateful to FIFA, our host
states and all other stake-
holders for their continued
support in the aligned vi-
sion of uplifting women's
football. "The launch of the
schedule is a significant
moment on the road to the
historic tournament. The
preparations for hosting
India's second FIFA compe-
tition are progressing as
per timelines and we re-
main confident of deliver-
ing a highly successful tour-
nament, one which will pro-
vide a platform for future
stars of women's football to
shine." A total of 32 games
contested by 16 teams will
decide the winner of the
seventh edition of the bien-
nial youth tournament over
10 match-days, with each
venue hosting double head-
ers on each matchday.

FIFA U17 WOMEN’S WORLD CUP

Navi Mumbai to host final, India to play
group league Bhubaneswar

Wolverhampton, Jun 15 (AP):

England suffered its
worst home defeat since
1928 with a 4-0 loss to
Hungary in the Nations
League.

Less than a year after
reaching the European
Championship final on
home soil to raucous cele-
brations, England was
booed by its own fans after
a heavy loss to an unher-
alded Hungary team that
completed a double after
upsetting England last
week. European champion
Italy had it little better as it
was beaten 5-2 by Germany.

England's last game of
the long 2021-22 season will
ensure plenty of reflection
before the World Cup in
Qatar in five months' time.
Manager Gareth
Southgate, a national hero

during Euro 2020, had to
endure chants of you don't
know what you're doing."

It's our first big defeat in
a long time," England cap-
tain Harry Kane told

broadcaster Channel 4.
"Our defense has been

the structure behind our
success over the last four
or five years. It was a night
to forget of course but

we've got to take it on the
chin and move forward.

At the end of the day
we're preparing for what's
going to be a big World
Cup. That's the most impor-
tant thing. We'll learn from
it." Asked if Southgate re-
mained the right person to
coach England, Kane said:
"Without any question.
That's not a question I
should even be answering
if I'm honest.

There was tension before
the game kicked off as
England fans drowned out
the Hungarian anthem
with a chant referencing
Hungary's history of racist
abuse of players by fans.
Hungary was punished by
UEFA and FIFA for racist
incidents in games last
year, including one in
which England players
were abused.

England slumps to historic loss to
Hungary in Nations League

Hungary's striker Adam Szalai (C) leads the celebrations as
Hungary's players celebrate in front of their supporters after the
UEFA Nations League, league A group 3 football match between
England and Hungary at Molineux Stadium in Wolverhampton,
central England. Hungary won the game 4-0.

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI):

India's superstar javelin throw-
er Neeraj Chopra made a spec-
tacular return to competition
after his historic gold in the
Tokyo Olympics, a stunning
throw of 89.30m shattering his
national record and placing
him second in a star-studded
field at the Paavo Nurmi
Games in Turku, Finland, on
Tuesday. The 24-year-old
Chopra's first competitive
event after just over 10 months
was nothing short of extraordi-
nary as he nearly touched the
coveted 90m mark, considered
the gold standard in the world
of javelin throw.

Neeraj Chopra
shatters own

national record 

Goat ear cartilage
corrects human

body deformity in
Kolkata hospital

Kolkata, Jun 15 (PTI): A
team of researchers from
a state-run hospital and a
university in West Bengal
has claimed to have suc-
cessfully used cartilage
from the ears of goats to
correct body deformities
in at least 25 people.

Doctors of R G Kar
Medical College and
Hospital and scientists of
West Bengal University of
Animal and Fishery
Sciences used that carti-
lage to treat Microtia (a
congenital deformity of
the outer ear), cleft lips
and other body deformi-
ties caused by accidents.

The cost of treatment in
that process would be very
low, they said.

EC initiates revision of
electoral rolls in J&K

post-delimitation
New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI):
The Election Commission
has initiated the revision
of electoral rolls in
Jammu and Kashmir fol-
lowing the delimitation ex-
ercise and the draft rolls
will be prepared by August
31, sources said on
Wednesday.

Chief Election
Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar and Election
Commissioner Anup
Chandra Pandey carried
out a review and directed
the Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Electoral Officer to
map the redrawn assem-
bly constituencies.

The electoral roll revi-
sion needs to be carried
out before the first assem-
bly election in the Union
territory of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Officials said that inten-
sive and time-bound pre-
revision activities are re-
quired due to the redraw-
ing of assembly con-
stituencies.

Workers plant paddy saplings in a field, on the outskirts of Amritsar, Wednesday.

PADDY PLANTATION

Students on the first day of the opening of their school, in Thane, Wednesday.

BACK TO SCHOOL
Maha minister Parab fails

to appear before ED
Mumbai, Jun 15 (PTI): 

Maharashtra transport
minister and senior Shiv
Sena leader Anil Parab did
not appear before the
Enforcement Directorate
here on Wednesday in con-
nection with a money
laundering case, an ED of-
ficial said. The central
agency had summoned
Parab for questioning at
its zonal office here in a
probe linked to alleged vio-
lation of coastal regula-
tion zone provisions in the
construction of a resort at
coastal Dapoli in Ratnagiri
district.

The agency wanted to
record Parab's statement
under the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA), officials had said
on Tuesday. An aide of

Parab told PTI
that the minis-
ter had submit-
ted a reply to
the ED sum-
mons on
Tuesday itself,
and therefore
he did not ap-
pear before it.

The ED had
raided premis-
es of Parab and some per-
sons allegedly linked to
him in May. Parab (57), is
a three-time Shiv Sena
legislator in the
Maharashtra Legislative
Council and is also the
state parliamentary af-
fairs minister. After the
raids on May 26, the ED
had questioned Parab and
recorded his preliminary
statement as part of the
case filed after taking cog-

nisance of a re-
cent Union
Environment
Ministry show-
cause notice
that termed
the Dapoli re-
sort "illegal".
Dapoli, about
230 km from
Mumbai, is a
scenic coastal

hill station. Parab is also
facing some other charges
of alleged irregularities
and corruption. The first
set of charges pertains to
allegations of purchasing
a parcel of land in Dapoli
in 2017 for a consideration
of Rs 1 crore. It is alleged
that the land was subse-
quently sold to a Mumbai-
based cable operator
Sadanand Kadam in 2020
for a consideration of Rs

1.10 crore. In between, a
resort was built on the
land. The Income Tax
Department made these
allegations after it con-
ducted raids in March
against some people al-
legedly close to Parab, in-
cluding Kadam and
deputy regional transport
officer Bajrang
Kharmate.

The CBDT had in March
stated that construction of
the resort started in 2017
and over Rs 6 crore was
spent in cash for it. "...rele-
vant facts about the con-
struction of the resort
were not intimated to the
registration authorities
and accordingly, the stamp
duty was paid only for the
registration of the land on
both the occasions i.e. in
2019 and 2020," it said.

Bishnoi remanded in 
7-day police custody

Chandigarh, Jun 15 (PTI): 

G a n g s t e r
Lawrence Bishnoi,
who was brought
under heavy securi-
ty to the state by the
Punjab Police from
Delhi in the early
hours of Wednesday,
is being questioned

at length in the singer
Sidhu Moosewala murder
case. Bishnoi is being
questioned at the Crime
Investigation Agency of-
fice in Kharar near here,
sources said.

After he was brought
from Delhi, Bishnoi was
produced before a court in
Mansa district which re-
manded him into seven-

day police custody. As per
an official statement is-
sued here on Tuesday
evening, Bishnoi has been
named as an accused and
conspirator in the murder
case of the singer.

A Delhi court on
Tuesday granted the
Punjab Police the transit
remand of Bishnoi to
take him to Punjab in the
case. The Delhi court
passed the order after the
Punjab Police produced
Bishnoi before it after for-
mally arresting him in
the case.

After being brought to
Mansa, he was produced
before a court following a
medical check-up at the
district civil hospital. The

court later remanded him
into week-long custody of
the Punjab Police, the
sources said. From Delhi
to Mansa and then from
Mansa to Kharar, Bishnoi
was brought in a bullet-
proof vehicle under
heavy police escort.

The Special
Investigation Team con-
stituted in the Moosewala
murder case and the Anti-
Gangster Task Force will
question him at length,
the sources said. The SIT
probing the murder case
of Moosewala is making
steady progress,
Additional Director
General of Punjab Police
Pramod Ban had said on
Tuesday.

Bhaderwah/Jammu, Jun 15 (PTI):

Curfew was re-
laxed for two hours
on Wednesday in
Bhaderwah town of
Jammu and

Kashmir's Doda while it
was completely lifted in
the neighbouring
Kishtwar district head-
quarters, officials said.

Curfew and strict re-
strictions under prohibito-
ry orders were imposed in
parts of Jammu regions
Chenab valley, including
Bhaderwah and Kishtwar
on June 9 following com-
munal tension in the wake
of protests over the re-
marks of former BJP
spokesperson Nupur
Sharma on Prophet
Mohammad and social
media posts by some right
wing local activists in her

support.
The broadband and mo-

bile internet services,
however, remained sus-
pended for the seventh
consecutive day in both
Doda and Kishtwar dis-
tricts. "The curfew was re-

laxed in Bhaderwah town
for two hours from 3.30 pm
till 5.30 pm," Additional
Deputy Commissioner,
Bhaderwah, Dil Mir
Chowdhary told PTI.

He said the relaxation
followed a series of meet-

ings between socio-reli-
gious organisations and
the civil-police adminis-
tration during which both
the communities, includ-
ing representatives of Shri
Sanatan Dharam Sabha in
Bhaderwah, Anjuman-e-
Islamia and senior citi-
zens council called for
maintaining peace and
brotherhood.

Officials said the meet-
ing was also attended by
Deputy Commissioner
Doda, Vikas Sharma and
Senior Superintendent of
Police Abdul Qayoom.

During the meeting,
Senior citizens Council
Bhadarwah urged the ad-
ministration to relax the
curfew to allow people to
buy essential commodi-
ties. Shops and business
establishments reopened
soon after the relaxation

was announced and people
were seen making pur-
chases, officials said,
adding security forces are
deployed in strength and
are keeping a close watch
on the situation.

Senior Superintendent
of Police, Kishtwar,
Shafqat Hussain Bhat said
the day curfew was lifted
from Kishtwar town early
this morning.

The curfew was relaxed
for one-and-a-half hours
on Monday and five hours
on Tuesday and there was
no untoward incident re-
ported from anywhere
during the relaxation peri-
od. "After 5-hours relax-
ation yesterday (Tuesday),
a full day relaxation was
given in curfew today and
the situation in the entire
district is normal," the
SSP said.

Cherrapunji logs 
whopping 811.6 mm 

of rainfall in a day

New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

As monsoon rain pum-
melled the northeast,
Cherrapunji in Meghalaya
recorded a massive 811.6
mm of rainfall in 24 hours
ending 8:30 am on
Wednesday, the highest in
June since 1995, the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) said.

One of the wettest
places in the world,
Cherrapunji has recorded
more than 750 mm of pre-
cipitation on a June day on
10 occasions since the IMD

started keeping records,
the IMD data showed.

On June 16, 1995, the
town nestled in the East
Khasi Hills gauged 1563.3
mm of rainfall. A day be-
fore, on June 15, 1995, it re-
ceived 930 mm of precipi-
tation.

The Met office said the
southwest monsoon fur-
ther advanced into more
parts of Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu
and coastal Andhra
Pradesh on Wednesday.

It said the ongoing spell
of intense rainfall is likely
to continue in the north-
east and sub-Himalayan
West Bengal and Sikkim
during the next five days.

Chidambaram accuses Delhi police of forcibly entering AICC HQ
New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
and former home minister
P Chidambaram on
Wednesday said the police
action at the AICC head-
quarters was an "outra-
geous violation of liberty"
and every legal and politi-
cal norm in a democracy
was "violated".

The Congress alleged
that some Delhi Police per-
sonnel forcibly entered its
headquarters and beat up
party workers and leaders
on Wednesday, a day the
party staged protests
against the questioning of
Rahul Gandhi by the
Enforcement Directorate.
The party demanded that

an FIR for "criminal tres-
pass" be registered, the
erring police personnel be
suspended and discipli-
nary action initiated
against them. Reacting to
the developments at the
AICC headquarters here,
Chidambaram said on
Twitter, "What the police
did at the AICC office this
morning was an outra-
geous violation of liberty."

The police had no
search warrant or arrest
warrant, yet they entered
the office, pulled out
Congress leaders and
members, including MPs,
and threw them on the
road, he alleged. "The
roughing up of Mr Adhir
Ranjan Choudhary and

others has been captured
on video," Chidambaram
said. "Every legal norm
and political norm in a
democracy was violated.
We condemn the action of
the police in the strongest
terms," he said.

Earlier, Congress' chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said, "In an act
of absolute goondaism
perpetuated by the Delhi
Police at the instance of
the Modi government, the
police today forcibly en-
tered the national head-
quarters of the Congress
here and beat up party
workers and leaders. This
is patently criminal tres-
pass. The goondaism of
Delhi Police and Modi gov-

ernment has reached its
zenith." The Delhi Police,
however, rejected as "total-
ly false" the allegations

that its personnel forcibly
entered the Congress
headquarters and beat up
party workers and leaders.

p Highest in June 
in 27 years
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Outrageous Violation Of Liberty

In money laundering case

The Delhi Police on Wednesday rejected as "totally false" the allega-
tions that its personnel forcibly entered the Congress headquarters and
beat up party workers and leaders on a day the party staged protests
against the questioning of Rahul Gandhi by the Enforcement Directorate.
The Delhi Police said despite its suggestion to hold the protest at Jantar
Mantar, Congress leaders with "utter disregard of Supreme Court guide-
lines" tried to create public disturbances in the area. "The allegations are
totally false and we denied them strongly," a senior police officer said.
The party, however, shared purported video clips on social media show-
ing police personnel entering its office premises. The police officer said,
"We tried to stop them and tried to close the gate of AICC (All India
Congress Committee) in order to prevent a procession from being taken
out. "In this process, their might be some scrimmage, but police had not
tried to enter the premises of the AICC and they had no reason to enter."
The police officer said, "They (Congress workers and leaders) were not
listening to the police. We had been telling them for the past three days
that no procession is allowed. We had been giving them the chance to
hold their protest at the designated place at Jantar Mantar.

‘Allegations false’

Too premature to comment
on it: Gopalkrishna Gandhi

on Prez candidate buzz
New Delhi, Jun 15 (PTI): 

With his name doing the
rounds as a possible
choice for the Opposition's
candidate for presidential
polls, former West Bengal
governor Gopalkrishna
Gandhi on Wednesday
said it is "too premature"
to comment on the matter.

Gandhi was the consen-
sus opposition candidate
for the post of Vice
President of India in 2017
but had lost to M Venkaiah
Naidu in the election.

Sources said some
Opposition leaders talked
to Gandhi over the phone
and urged him to consider
their request for being the
joint opposition candidate
for the post of President.

Asked about his name
doing the rounds as a pos-
sible choice for the

Opposition's candidate for
presidential polls, Gandhi

told PTI, "It is too prema-
ture to comment on it."

According to sources,
Gandhi, who was gover-
nor of West Bengal from
2004 to 2009, has sought
some time from these lead-
ers to respond to their re-
quest. The 77-year-old for-

mer bureaucrat has also
served as India's High
Commissioner to South
Africa and Sri Lanka. He
is the grandson of
Mahatma Gandhi and C
Rajagopalachari.

Also on Wednesday,
West Bengal chief minis-
ter Mamata Banerjee held
a meeting with various op-
position parties to deliber-
ate on the opposition's
choice of a presidential
nominee. Some leaders
had proposed the name of
NCP patron Sharad Pawar,
but the veteran leader has
declined to contest.

The election to elect a
successor to incumbent
Ram Nath Kovind would
be held on July 18. Kovind
had defeated joint opposi-
tion nominee Meira
Kumar in the last presi-
dential polls.

Gopalkrishna Gandhi

Curfew relaxed for 2 hrs in J&K’s Bhaderwah
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Security personnel keep vigil during a two-hour relaxation
in the curfew imposed by administration, at Bhaderwah in
Doda district, Wednesday.

Lifted in Kishtwar
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