
New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI): 

Air pollution is the
greatest threat to human
health in India and the av-
erage Indian resident is
set to lose five years of life
expectancy if the WHO
guidelines are not fol-
lowed, according to the
Energy Policy Institute at
the University of
Chicago's (EPIC) Air
Quality Life Index (AQLI)
released on Tuesday.

The residents of Delhi,
the most polluted mega

city in the world with the
average annual PM2.5 lev-

els exceeding 107 micro-
grams per cubic metre or

more than 21 times the
WHO guidelines, stand to
lose 10 years of life ex-
pectancy if the current air
pollution level persists, the
report said. According to
the new World Health
Organization (WHO)
guidelines issued last year,
the average annual PM2.5
concentration should be
no higher than five micro-
grams per cubic metre. It
was 10 micrograms per
cubic metre earlier.

Measured in terms of
life expectancy, the AQLI
shows that ambient partic-
ulate pollution is consis-
tently the world's greatest
risk to human health.

Hacked
MMuummbbaaii:: Unidentified
hackers gained access to
the website of Thane
Police in Maharashtra and
uploaded a message
demanding apology to
Muslims "all over the
world", police said on
Tuesday. Several Indian
websites have been
hacked in the last few
days and these attacks
seemed to have originated
in Indonesia and Malaysia,
said a senior official of
state police here.

Encounter
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: An encounter
broke out between secu-
rity forces and militants
in Kulgam district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Tuesday, police said. The
gunfight took place in the
Mishipora area of the
south Kashmir district, a
police official said. The
exchange of fire was
going on, he said, adding
there were no reports of
any casualty on either
side so far.

CBI action
NNEEWW DDEELLHHII:: The CBI has
filed a chargesheet
against five persons in the
killing of Tapan Kandu,
Congress councillor from
the Jhalda Municipality in
West Bengal, officials said
on Tuesday. In its
chargesheet filed before
Chief Judicial Magistrate,
Purulia, the Central
Bureau of Investigation
has named Dipak Kandu,
Kalebar Singh, Naren
Kandu, Md Asik and
Satyaban Pramanik as
accused.

Mishap
BBhhaaggaallppuurr:: Five people
were killed and four others
injured as a speeding truck
rammed into an auto-rick-
shaw in the early hours of
Tuesday in Bihar's
Bhagalpur district, police
said. The incident hap-
pened on National
Highway-31 near
Naugachia in Jhandapur
police station area, they
said. "Five people died on
the spot, while four others
sustained critical injuries.
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New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi was questioned by
the ED for the second con-
secutive day on Tuesday in
the National Herald
money-laundering case,
with the grand old party
calling the agency action
vendetta politics of the
Centre against opposition
leaders.

Gandhi (51) arrived at
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) head-
quarters on APJ Abdul
Kalam Road in central
Delhi around 11:05 am, ac-
companied by his sister
and Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra. His questioning
began at 11:30 am after the
completion of some legal
formalities, officials said.

After a session of about
four hours, Gandhi took a
break for about an hour at
around 3:30 pm and went
home. He rejoined the
questioning around 4:30
pm. In a similar play of
events like Monday, the
"Z+" category CRPF secu-
rity personnel of Gandhi
hanged on the footboard of
his SUV as the convoy
made a dash to the ED of-
fice in the morning.

Delhi Police personnel
were deployed in huge
numbers and section 144 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) was im-

posed around the agency's
office. All approach roads
leading to the ED office
were out of bounds for the
public as barricades were
put up and central anti-
riot police force RAF and
Central Reserve Police

Force (CRPF) personnel
were deployed, who de-
tained hundreds of
Congress leaders and sup-
porters outside the party
headquarters at 24, Akbar
Road and around central
Delhi.

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee and Left leaders
met NCP chief Sharad
Pawar separately on
Tuesday trying to con-
vince the veteran leader
to be the joint opposition
nominee for the presiden-
tial election. Pawar, how-
ever, refused, CPI(M) gen-
eral secretary Sitaram
Yechury said after his
meeting with him.

Pawar met Yechury,
CPI general secretary D
Raja, and NCP leaders
Praful Patel and P C
Chacko in Delhi and con-
veyed to them his deci-
sion to not contest the
election.

"I have been informed
that Pawar will not be the

opposition face for the
presidential poll, other
names are under consid-
eration," said Yechury.

Opposition sources
said Pawar was not keen
to enter a battle which he
is destined to lose at this
point in his political ca-
reer. Banerjee is in Delhi
for a meeting of non-BJP
parties she has convened
to formulate a joint strat-
egy for the upcoming
presidential poll.
Banerjee, the Trinamool
Congress supremo, has
convened the meeting on
June 15 at the
Constitution Club in the
national capital for dis-
cussions to come out with
a consensus opposition
candidate. The election of
the President of India
will be held on July 18.

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI): 

India on Tuesday un-
veiled a "transformative"
scheme called "Agnipath"
for the recruitment of sol-
diers into the Army, the
Navy and the Air Force
largely on a short-term con-
tractual basis with an aim
to cut the ballooning salary
and pension bills and en-
able a youthful profile of
the armed forces.

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh provided de-
tails of the new initiative at
a media briefing shortly
after the Prime Minister-led

Cabinet Committee on
Security approved the
scheme which the govern-
ment said would allow "pa-
triotic and motivated"
youth to serve in the armed
forces for a period of four
years. "Under the
'Agneepath' scheme, Indian
youth will be provided an
opportunity to serve in the
armed forces as 'Agniveer'.
This scheme has been
brought to strengthen the
security of the country. It is
a transformative scheme,"
Singh said in presence of
the three service chiefs. He
said the infusion of disci-

plined, motivated and
skilled 'Agniveers' back into
society after military serv-
ice, would be a great asset
for the nation as it will be a
"win-win proposition".
Describing it a major de-
fence policy reform to
usher in a "new era" in the
human resource policy of
the three services, the de-
fence ministry said the
scheme comes into immedi-
ate effect and will govern
the enrolment for the three
services, implying that ex-
isting framework of em-
ployment for soldiers will
cease to exist.

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI) 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has asked various gov-
ernment departments and
ministries to undertake the
recruitment of 10 lakh peo-
ple on a "mission mode" in
the next year and a half, his
office said on Tuesday.

The direction from Modi
came following a review of
the status of human re-
sources in all government
departments and min-

istries, the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) said.

The government's deci-
sion comes amid the opposi-
tion's frequent criticism of
it on the issue of unemploy-
ment. A large number of va-
cant posts in different gov-
ernment sectors has often
been flagged.

The decision to fill up 10
lakh posts in the next 18
months means that the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) will have something
solid to counter the opposi-
tion's criticism of its gov-

ernment on the issue of un-
employment in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls.

The country will be gear-
ing up for the next general
election, expected to be held
in April-May in 2024, by the
end of 18 months from now.

"PM Narendra Modi re-
viewed the status of Human
Resources in all depart-
ments and ministries and
instructed that recruitment
of 10 lakh people be done by
the Government in mission
mode in next 1.5 years," the
PMO said in a tweet.

MATTER OF CONCERN

‘Air pollution reducing life expectancy by 5 yrs in India’
̈ People in Delhi

stand to lose 10 yrs

In this Nov. 9, 2020 file photo, vehicles ply on a street amid hazy
weather conditions, in New Delhi. 

Govt unveils radical changes
in recruitment of soldiers

MASS RECRUITMENT

PM directs recruitment of 10 lakh people
̈ In next 1.5 years

Pawar refuses to being Oppn
nominee for prez poll

NCP chief Sharad Pawar has
refused to be the opposition
parties' nominee for the
presidential election, CPI(M)
general secretary Sitaram
Yechury said on Tuesday.
Pawar met Yechury, CPI gen-
eral secretary D Raja, and
NCP leaders Praful Patel and
P C Chacko in Delhi and con-
veyed to them his decision to
not contest the election.
"I have been informed that
Pawar will not be the opposi-
tion face for the presidential
polls, other names are under
consideration," said Yechury.
Opposition sources said
Pawar was not keen to enter
a battle which he is destined
to lose at this point in his
political career.

Other names in 
consideration: Yechury

BCCI hits Jackpot
New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI) 

The BCCI on Tuesday reaf-
firmed its status as a cricketing
behemoth by securing one of
the biggest broadcast deals in
the history of the sport, fetch-
ing an eye-popping 48,390
crore (USD 6.20 billion)
through IPL media rights for a
five-year period, starting 2023.
While Disney Star retained
their Indian sub-continent TV
rights with a figure of Rs
23,575 crore (Rs 57.5
crore/game), the most sought-
after India digital rights deal
was acquired for Rs 20,500
crore by the Reliance backed
Viacom18, which also won the
non-exclusive Package C, pay-
ing another Rs 2991 crore.

NATIONAL HERALD MONEY-LAUNDERING CASE

ED questions Rahul for
2nd consecutive day

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
at AICC headquarters before
leaving for the Enforcement

Directorate (ED) office to
appear in the National Herald
case, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Several Congress leaders, including K C Venugopal and Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, were detained for violating prohibitory orders outside
the heavily barricaded party headquarters here on Tuesday, the sec-
ond day of Rahul Gandhi being questioned by the ED. Ahead of his
questioning by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Tuesday, Gandhi
joined senior party leaders at a "dharna" at the Congress headquar-
ters, where the chief ministers of Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh --
Ashok Gehlot and Bhupesh Baghel -- were also present. All India
Congress Committee (AICC) general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra was also present at the protest at the Congress headquarters,
along with party MPs and workers. Several Congress leaders were
detained by the Delhi Police and taken to different police stations. 

Cong leaders detained 

As Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi appeared before the
Enforcement Directorate for
the second day on Tuesday,
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel accused the
BJP of indulging in "political
vendetta" against the opposi-
tion and claimed that cases
are "hushed up" when a per-
son joins the ruling party.
Baghel, along with other
party leaders, staged a dhar-
na in front of the ED office,
and was later detained by
the Delhi Police, party lead-
ers said. Talking to the
media, Baghel termed the
ED's action "malicious" and

accused the BJP government
of indulging in "political
vendetta" against the opposi-
tion. He cautioned that as
the Centre continues to "per-
petrate atrocities", the
protests will continue. "The
BJP government at the
Centre should tell whether
any action has been taken
against the leader of any pro-
BJP party in the last eight
years. The moment a leader
joins the BJP, all the cases
against that person get
hushed up. The ED, CBI, IT
department are used to sup-
press the voices of the
Opposition," Baghel alleged.

Baghel accuses BJP of ‘political vendetta’

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  15,  2022

Bhilai, Jun 14: 

District Collector ac-
companied with officials
of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation and Town
Services Department of
Bhilai Steel Plant conduct-
ed inspection of pre-mon-
soon preparations in
Bhilai Township on
Tuesday morning. He in-
structed to conduct the
work of cleaning the
drains on a war footing.

He inspected the main
nullah near Sector 6, Telha
Nala between Gautam
Nagar and Bapu Nagar,
nullah in front of Karuna
Hospital and other smaller
drains. During the visit,
he directed the officers of
BSP to increase the work-
force and resources for re-
moving water hyacinth

from the drains and get
them cleaned at the earli-
est. He also saw the clean-
ing of the back-lanes in
the township and instruct-
ed the officers to conduct a
mega campaign for clean-
ing the back lanes of all
the streets.

The Collector accompa-
nied by BSP and BMC offi-
cials inquired about the
status of pure drinking
water supply in Sector 7
and Sector 8 and other
areas and also took feed-
back from the residents.
Residents informed him
that they are still getting
impure water from taps
during the initial period of
opening of taps. After a
few minutes, the taps give
clean water. Considering
the complaints, Collector
gave strict instructions to

the BSP officials and
asked them to make every
possible effort for ensur-
ing supply of pure drink-
ing water. He further
asked them to get the
tanks cleaned regularly.
Water samples from
homes were also collected
for testing in the laborato-
ry. Collector also inspected
the construction of the
drain near the National
Highway and directed the
officials of the NH to com-
plete the drain construc-
tion work soon. He added
that all the drains should
be properly covered and
proper arrangements for
drainage must be in place.
Power House Bus Stand
had witnessed water log-
ging during the last rainy
season. Collector took in-
formation from the offi-

cials about the work of lay-
ing a pipeline towards
Pragati Market to prevent
water logging at the Bus
Stand. The Collector also
inspected the mainte-
nance and beautification
work of Power House
Over Bridge.

He instructed the offi-
cers to increase the speed
of work and complete it at
the earliest while main-
taining quality.

BMC Commissioner
Prakash Surve, Zone
Commissioner Amitabh
Sharma and NR Ratnesh,
Executive Engineers
Sanjay Sharma and
Sanjay Bagde, Health
Officer Dharmendra
Mishra, BSP officers, NH
officers and PWD officers
were present during the
inspection.

Collector inspects pre-monsoon
preparations in township 

Bhilai, Jun 14: 

Lord Jagannath and his
siblings Lord Balabhadra
and Devi Subhadra have
fallen sick after the cere-
monial bath on Tuesday.
They are going to take rest
for the next 15 days.
During this period, the
doors of the temple will re-
main closed. Deities will
give darshan to the devo-
tees on June 29, 2022.

This year also
Jagannath Samiti is going
to celebrate the 53rd Rath
Yatra Festival 2022 of Shri
Jagannath Mahaprabhu
in the Shri Jagannath
Temple Sector-4. As the
first episode of the Rath
Yatra, the religious event
of Devasan Purnima was
held on Tuesday at Shri
Jagannath Temple Sector-
4. As part of this event,
Mahaprabhu Shri
Jagannath Swami was
taken out of the sanctum
sanctorum and brought to
the Dev Snan Mandap in-
side the temple.
Mahaprabhu Shri
Jagannath Swami, elder
brother Bhagwan Shri
Balabhadra Dev, and sister
Mata Subhadra were of-

fered a bath with fragrant
water with all the rituals
in the Dev Snan Mandap.
This religious worship of
Dev Snan was performed
by priests Pitwas Padhi,
Ranjan Mohapatra and
Vikram Padhi with all the
rituals. After bathing,
Mahaprabhu was adorned
in the form of “Gajraj
Bhesh”. Due to

Mahaprabhu falling ill
after taking a bath, he was
placed in “Ansar Griha”
for rest. The doors of the
temple of Mahaprabhu
Shri Jagannath will re-
main closed from Tuesday
till the “Netrao-utsav” fes-
tival. Various herbs and
divine medicines will be
offered to Mahaprabhu
during this period. “Netra-

utsav” will be organized
on June 29. After that the
doors of the temple of
Mahaprabhu will be
opened for darshan.
Thereafter, the Rath-yatra
will be held on July 01 in
the Shri Jagannath temple
complex located in Sector-
4 itself. Jagannath
Committee President
Virendra Satpathy,
General Secretary
Satyawan Nayak,
Treasurer D Trinath,
Brindavan Swain, BC
Biswal, Bhim Swain, SC
Patro, Basant Pradhan,
along with the office bear-
ers of the committee,
Anam Nahak, Sushant
Satpathy, Kalu Behera,
Trinath Sahu, Prakash
Swain, Bisi Kesan Sahu,
Niranjan Maharana, Kavi
Biswal, Santosh Dalai,
Ramesh Kumar Nayak,
Seemanchal Behera,
Sudarshan Shanti,
Shankar Dalai, S Dakua,
Kailash Patro and VK
Hota made special contri-
butions to make this holy
festival of Dev Snan a suc-
cess. Following the Corona
protocol, the event was re-
stricted to the priests and
their associates.

Lord Jagannath and siblings
fall sick after ceremonial bath 

Devotees perform rituals of Devsnan Poornima rituals at Shri Jagannath Temple Sector-4

Dr Shailendra Jain,
Director, Pratimesh

Hospital, Nehru Nagar

After doing B Tech
from prestigious engi-
neering college we made
our way of future career.
We each were having our
own dreams. It is natural
for a young man to do so.
Everyone wants to do
something. I also had
dream. But also I knew
my constrains.

Among us Subhash
was more ambitious. Of
course, Sohan was also
as ambitious. He also
had high dreams.
Wanted to fly in the sky.
Many times both used to
laugh at me, why don’t
you have desire to fly. I

never answered. I know
power of my wings. I
know how to balance the
career and responsibili-
ty. Therefore, rather
than being an emotional,
I was more practical. I
was also from middle
class family as Sohan
and Subhash. I was also
energetic, had positive
attitude and never
swayed away with un-
reachable dreams. I on-
side little away from
these Guy’s in practical
approach. If there is a
sound of empty vessel
from kitchen, it is fool-
ishness from a person to
ask for the food.
Therefore, I remained
contained, and first pri-
oritise to meet two ends
of meal for me my fami-
ly. This was my first con-
sideration to run
smoothly my family
first, Do only who sprin-
kle has better life. I
know many examples
and follow and admire
them also. Mr Abdul
Kalam became President
after selling news paper
during childhood. Mr
Abraham Lincon be-
came president in spite
of all odds and so and so

became billionaire even
after working in a petrol
pump. They must also
be having dreams. But I
believe they must be
having perseverance and
positive thinking. They
all our heroes. I believe a
common man is also a
hero if he does his work
sincerely and completes
his task. I call them
every day hero. A loneli-
est star contributing and
making his or her pres-
ence in the galaxy. A
bakery cook gets up in
the morning at 5 am and
works tirelessly every
day then he runs his
shop. A teacher teaches
his students, for which
he prepares. He may be-
come professor or prin-
cipal. I call them back-
ground   (day to day) he-
roes. A useful person.

Did you not see
today’s news paper?

Hearing Subhash, I
came back from dream-
ing thoughts. O! No. I
did not see newspaper.
Sohan was not promoted
to IAS rank. He commit-
ted suicide.

After B tech, he ap-
peared for UPSC but
could not clear even

after maximum attempt.
Though he cleared State
public service commis-
sion and joined as SDO.
His dream of IAS re-
mained unfulfilled.
Subhash got his UPSC
cleared in first as was
posted as collector, later
promoted as commis-
sioner.

Sohan was also a per-
son from middle class
general category who
studied along with us. In
spite of getting 96
parentages his parents
used to scold him and
pressurised him to get
99%. There was always
discussion of Subhash
coming into this topic in
this matter. I was fortu-
nate that in spite of my
getting 85%, my parents
never scolded me. On the
contrary they encour-
aged me. Used to tell tale
of tortoise and Rabbit
race. ‘Don’t get disheart-
ened, be positive and you
will do better next year.
But have perseverance
and used to narrate the
story of many common
men / every day heroes.
Society needs all.
Constellation of all.
Everyone cannot be

moon. Existence is im-
portant. There is food for
every one the earth one
has to draw a line some-
where for the satisfac-
tion. Life is like a road.
You ride on any vehicle.
Sooner or later you will
reach your goal if don’t
halt. This positive think-
ing imbibed by my par-
ents in me. On the other
hand Sohan always used
talk about running,
money, position and sta-
tus. He never thought
that to satisfy you and to
achieve, it is not neces-
sary to run and compete.
There was other ways
also. To excel in medium
profession then to re-
main medium in excel-
lent field. It might be one
of the reason of frustra-
tion.

After graduation I
joined a school and de-
veloped teaching skills
and profanely in com-
puter. Few years ago I
started my coaching
Institute which slowly as
a tortoise pace achieved
a fame. There is niche of
reputation and sufficient
money for my biller liv-
ing. I never wasted time
in flying and in day

dreaming. I used to teach
my students to dream. It
is not wrong to dream
but always keep your
feet on the ground.
Accept new and forget
past. Some of the stu-
dents  remain through-
out in their past like
shiri-farhad, Laila
majnu. These emotional
and unrealistic stories,
used to tell them not to
dive in such ocean.
Don’t swim here also.
Stop following and be-
having like that.
Understand meaning of
life. Life is peace and
inner satisfaction.

To fly one has to
makes wings strong’s
which everyone cannot
do, your need is on the
earth irrespective how
much you shine. Only
Moon is not the sky.
Brightest star Sirius not
only make constellation
but loneliest- dim star.
Most important is do not
break away like
Ulkapind i.e breaking
heavenly bodies. Make
your life, family, house
with positive energy
how matter how big or
small.

(concluding part)

STAR AND MOON: WHY THE DIFFERENCE IN APPRECIATION! 

Bhilai, Jun 14: 

Union Minister of
State for Steel Faggan
Singh Kulaste addressed
a Durg Division level
Garib Kalyan Jan Sabha
at Ganjpara in Durg the
other day. He counted the
achievements on the com-
pletion of eight years of
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment at the Center.
MP Saroj Pandey, MP
Vijay Baghel, MP
Santosh Pandey, former
VS Speaker Prem
Prakash Pandey, MLA
Vidyaratan Bhasin and
other leaders were pres-
ent on the dais.

Faggan Singh Kulaste
said that Narendra Modi
has created a history in
the country in these eight
years. After being sworn
in as the Prime Minister,
the first task was to set
up an SIT to curb corrup-
tion.

He further said that
proceedings of the
Enforcement Directorate
are completely independ-
ent and it is a natural
process for ED to take
cognizance and conduct
investigation against the
person who commits an
economic offense. With
its action plan, the BJP
government at the Center
has shown how the wel-

fare of the poor is done.
During the Manmohan
Singh led Congress gov-
ernment, vital develop-
ment projects remained
closed for about ten
years. After the forma-
tion of Modi government
in 2014, the development
was accelerated by using
IT and new technology.
The government worked
with full commitment to
deal with the challenges
during the Corona transi-
tion. When Prime
Minister Modi intro-
duced the Jan Dhan
Yojana, Congressmen
made jokes and ques-
tioned from where the
money would come in the
account of the poor. But
today, money from the
central government is

coming directly to the ac-
count of the poor. The
Modi government made a
plan to build pucca hous-
es for the poor. He con-
demned the Chhattisgarh
state government for not
supporting this scheme.
Union Government is
continuously releasing
the money of Kisan
Samman Nidhi but many
farmers of Chhattisgarh
could not get the benefit
due to the negligence of
the state government.

In addition to the un-
precedented work in
roads, electricity, water,
education, health sector,
the Ayushman cards pro-
vided health insurance
coverage to a large sec-
tion. Many schemes have
been brought in the last

eight years to give respect
to the farmers and in-
crease their income.

There is no such area
for which the Narendra
Modi government has not
made any plan. Modi
Government has worked
with commitment to serv-
ice, good governance and
poor welfare. By abolish-
ing Article 370 of the
Constitution, Jammu and
Kashmir was united with
India.

The Congress had for-
gotten the heroes and he-
roes who sacrificed for
the country, but the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment has done the work
of remembering such he-
roes in the Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsava. Giving
information about his

ministry, Kulaste said
that it has been decided
by the Ministry of Rural
Development to build 75
lakes in each district on
the occasion of Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav. This
will not only increase the
water level, it will con-
serve water but will also
protect the environment.

Rajnandgaon MP
Santosh Pandey spoke
about the National
Herald case. District BJP
President Jitendra
Verma delivered the wel-
come address. Rajya
Sabha MP Saroj Pandey,
Durg Lok Sabha MP
Vijay Baghel, Former
Assembly Speaker Prem
Prakash Pandey, Former
Minister Ramshila Sahu,
Dayaldas Baghel, Former
MLA Labhchand Bafna,
Bhilai District BJP
President Virendra Sahu,
Balod District BJP
President Krishnakant
Pawar, Kawardha District
BJP President Anil Singh
Thakur, MLA Vidyaratan
Bhasin, State Working
Committee members
Ravi Shankar Singh,
Chandrika Chandrakar,
former MLAs Kailash
Sharma, Rajendra Rai,
Balmukund Devangan,
Rajendra Padhye and
other leaders were pres-
ent.

Kulaste counts achievements of Modi government 
Bhilai, Jun 14:

A ‘Bamboo handicraft
training camp’ was organ-
ised by SAIL-BSP’s CSR
department along with
Chhattisgarh Handicraft
Development Board. This
training programme was
organised as part of the
‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’
celebrations for women
empowerment. The pro-
gramme was inaugurated
by Nisha Soni, CGM
(Personnel) at Dundera
village on March 10, 2022.

As many as 20 women
were shortlisted for this
training programme.
They have been trained for
3 months from March 10,
2022 to June 09, 2022. The
participants also received
a scholarship of Rs 3000/
month.

The Valedictory func-
tion of the ‘Bamboo handi-
craft training camp’ was
held at Dundera village on
June 13, 2022. Sanjay Dhar,
CGM (HRD & BE) was the
Chief Guest on the occa-
sion.

Asit Saha, CGM (I & A)
was the Special Guest.
Dhar in his address said
that this is not the end of
the programme, but a be-
ginning to your skilled ef-
forts which will empower
your family through your

earnings. Saha in his ad-
dress said that this train-
ing will help you earn a
livelihood and earn you re-
spect and make you finan-
cially independent. At the
outset, Sushil Kamde,
Manager (CSR) gave the
welcome address. The
guests were welcomed by

Vivek Mishra, Assistant
Manager (CSR). The pro-
gramme was compered by
Rajni Rajak from CSR de-
partment. Local villagers,
members of Self Help
Groups, Budhelal, Sita
Sinha from CSR and oth-
ers were present on the oc-
casion.

Bamboo handicraft training camp 
conducted to help women earn livelihood

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  1144::

An e-periodical of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant’s Central Medical
Stores (CMS) named ‘Sanjeevani’
was released by AK Bhatta, ED
(Projects &MM) on June 13, 2022.
Designed and prepared with an
objective of sharing information
amongst various stakeholders,
the first issue of the e-periodical
encapsulates key highlights of
CMS, the CPA (centralised pro-
curement action) journey and the
COVID strive of the CMS team.

Dr SK Issar, ED (M&HS) and Dr
Ravindranath, CMO joined the
occasion virtually through Zoom
platform. Tapan Kumar, CGM
(MM) along with all sectional
heads of Material Management
Department were present on the
occasion.

Dr SK Issar acknowledged and
appreciated efforts of CMS.
While congratulating the CMS
team for their appreciable contri-
bution, especially during COVID
times, AK Bhatta, ED (Projects &
MM) stressed upon the impor-
tance of communication and
exhorted other areas of MM to
also come out with highlights and

case studies of respective areas.
Tapan Kumar, CGM (MM) said
apart from COVID management
and regular jobs, CMS team has
been successfully conducting
CPA also in collaboration with
M&HS departments. Dr
Ravindranath, CMO and In-
Charge Planning & Procurement
appreciated the team effort of
CMS and Planning section of
M&HS. 

Expressing her views on the
occasion, Preeti Bhatnagar, GM
(CMS) said the idea of having
communication forum was con-
ceived to develop competence of
persons working in CMS, to have
better coordination with various
stakeholders and build a stronger
team. It was also envisaged to
bring out e-periodical named
‘Sanjeevani’ for information and
knowledge dissemination. She
said robust communication, col-
laboration and data driven
approach in the job has enabled
CMS to achieve best perform-
ance parameters in FY 21-22. 

Sumanlata, Senior Manager
(CMS) conducted the proceed-
ings and D Palit, Manager (CMS)
proposed vote of thanks.

BSP’s Central Medical Stores
comes out with e-periodical
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KABIR JAYANTI

The members of ‘Satnam Panth’ took out a massive procession on occasion of ‘Kabir

Jayanti’ here on Tuesday.

People should come forward for voluntary
blood donation: Governor

Raipur, Jun 14: Governor
and President of Indian
Red Cross Society
Chhattisgarh branch, Ms
Anusuiya Uikey today
honored 60 voluntary
blood donors from all the
districts of the state and 60
voluntary organizations
and higher educational in-
stitutions supporting the
Red Cross Society at Raj
Bhavan on the occasion of
World Blood Donor Day.
This program was organ-
ized by the Indian Red
Cross Society
Chhattisgarh branch.
Website of the organiza-
tion was launched and the
first issue of the quarterly
magazine was also re-
leased. An ambulance for
Bijapur district was also
provided by the organiza-
tion on this occasion.

According to Ms Uikey
donating blood is a great
donation and it is a holy
act. A person gives new
life to others through
blood donation. She urged
the people to come for-
ward for voluntary blood
donation and cooperate
with the Red Cross Society

in this noble cause. By do-
nating blood you not only
save that patient’s life but
also give new life to that
patient’s family, because
life and feelings of many
people are attached to one
person’s life, she said.

She congratulated the
blood donors and volun-
tary organizations associ-
ated with blood donation,
educational institutions
for cooperating in this
holy work. She said that
educational institutions
should make a comprehen-
sive list of blood groups
and telephone numbers of
all the students by con-
ducting camps in their
campuses, so that blood
can be made available im-
mediately to the Red Cross
and to the needy when
needed. Even today there
is a lack of public aware-
ness in this direction and
people have to wander
when there is a need for
blood in remote areas, she
observed. She appreciated
the voluntary organiza-
tions of the state and said
that work should be done
to create health awareness
in remote areas of the
state.

Ms Uikey said that mod-
ern science has made a lot
of progress, but till date
neither human blood has
been developed by science

nor any alternative has
been prepared for it.
Whenever blood is needed,
it has to be obtained from
the human body itself.
Blood is such an element
of our body whose life
span is only 90 days and
after that it starts forming
new in the body. Blessed
are all of you blood donors
who have donated to save
the life of an unknown
person before it is de-
stroyed, she said.

Even during Covid-19
pandemic, there was a
need for a large amount of
plasma, a part of blood.
Even then, people were ap-
pealed to donate it. For the
supply of blood to the
needy patients in the state,
it is necessary that more
and more people should
become aware and come
forward for voluntary
blood donation after get-
ting influenced by blood
donors and organizations
working for blood dona-
tion like you, she empha-
sised.

She said that every year
about 3 lakh units of blood
are required by the pa-
tients for treatment in our
state, but only about 30
percent is fulfilled by the
blood banks of the state.
She appreciated the work
of Red Cross Society
Chhattisgarh branch and

said that Red Cross Blood
Center is continuously
contributing for the avail-
ability of blood. Red Cross
Blood Center does not de-
mand blood for blood, nor
does it charge any extra
amount. This work being
done for the patients of
Red Cross is certainly
commendable, she added.
She expressed hope that
with the cooperation of
the people and the efforts
of the institutions, a mod-
ern Red Cross blood center
would be established in
every district of the state,
so that safe blood could be
available to the people.

Addressing the pro-
gram, Secretary to the
Governor, Amrit Kumar
Khalkho said that apart
from providing blood to
the needy, many activities
are being conducted by the
Red Cross Society
Chhattisgarh branch. He
said that blood donation is
the biggest donation and
every healthy person must
donate blood in his life. He
said that even during the
Corona pandemic, the vol-
unteers of the Red Cross
Society Chhattisgarh were
constantly engaged in
serving the patients and

providing them material.
Appreciating Mr

Alexander M Cherian of
Bastar, he said that he per-
formed the last rites of
those died of COVID-19
even in the dreadful phase
of the COVID pandemic,
when their families were
also afraid of it. For this
service, he was awarded
Red Cross Merit
Certificate at the national
level. Six persons were
honored across the coun-
try, including Mr Cherian.
Secretary, Indian Red
Cross Society
Chhattisgarh branch,
Pranav Singh gave infor-
mation regarding the ac-
tivities of the organiza-
tion.

Legal Advisor to the
Governor, Rajesh
Srivastava, Deputy
Secretary to the Governor,
Deepak Kumar Agrawal,
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
Rakesh Chaturvedi, Vice
Chancellors of govern-
ment and private universi-
ties, higher educational in-
stitutions, representatives
of voluntary organiza-
tions and voluntary blood
donors were present on
the occasion.

Students to get benefit of govt schemes when schools reopen
Raipur, Jun 14: According to
the instructions of the govern-
ment, the students studying in
government schools of the
state are being provided books
and uniforms under the depart-
mental scheme in the academ-
ic session 2022-23. Distribution
of books and uniforms to stu-
dents has been started under

departmental schemes. Books
have been made available for
students in all development
blocks of the district. Similarly,
dress for students has been
sent to Dharsiwa block. In
remaining blocks the dress
would be provided to schools
on its receipt from handloom.
Similarly, distribution of bicy-

cles to the students for going
to schools will be done as soon
as possible after
administrative approval from
the government.

District Education Officer AN
Banjara informed that books
and dresses have been distrib-
uted to the students even dur-
ing the holiday period. 

Graduating students have big role in building nation’s future: Kirloskar

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1144:: Indian Institute
of Management (IIM) Raipur
conducted its 11th annual
convocation on 14th June
2022. The graduating students
donned their well-deserved
graduating robes after two
years of continuous hard work
and efforts towards self-bet-
terment. The atmosphere in
the auditorium was filled with
excitement as the students
were ready to finally receive

the fruits of their success.
The occasion was graced by

the presence of Vikram S
Kirloskar, Chairman and
Managing Director of
Kirloskar Systems Ltd. as the
chief guest of the event,
Shyamala Gopinathan, BoG,
Chairperson, IIM Raipur and
Prof. Ram Kumar Kakani,
Director, IIM Raipur.

Prof. Ram Kumar Kakani, in
the Director’s address, talked
about the milestones achieved
by the institute. He mentioned
the plan to increase the stu-
dent intake of the flagship
course from 267 to 331 from
the upcoming academic year.
Prof. Kakani informed that the
institute had enrolled 107
Doctoral students out of
whom 43 students graduated
successfully and he was going

to declare the ‘Doctor of
Philosophy’ award to 8 stu-
dents of FPM Batch and five
students of Executive Fellow
of the IIM Raipur’ after satis-
factory completion of the pre-
scribed requirement.

Shyamala Gopinath,
Chairperson, Board of
Governor, IIM Raipur began
her address by congratulating
all graduating students, their
parents, faculty, staff mem-
bers, and the entire team on
this milestone achievement.
She further shared the insti-
tute’s plan to have 1000-1200
students on campus every
year and to offer the
Bachelor’s IPM in the further
academic years. The institute
also proposed to start collabo-
rative and short-term courses
so that the campus can be

used as a place of learning
during the summers. The
institute also plans to launch
the program on entrepreneur-
ship for the local community,
especially in Chhattisgarh.

The Chief Guest Vikram S
Kirloskar, Chairman and
Managing Director of
Kirloskar Systems Ltd. began
his convocation address by
stating how proud he felt to be
standing in front of the bright
minds and the future of our
country. He congratulated
Prof. Kakani, the faculty, and
the students for building this
great institute. He addressed
graduating students as the
future leaders who will have a
huge role in building the
future of our country and said
that as leaders, we need to
focus on behavioral change to

create a positive impact in our
society. 

He advised students to be
fearless and learn from every
type of jobs they do and learn
from their mistakes as in
future frequent changes in
career path and jobs will be
normal, so it is important to
be used to change and have
an attitude to fix problems.

The IIM Raipur convocation
ceremony also saw gold
medals being given away for
scholastic performance.
Among the Post Graduate
Programme (PGP) students,
Mayank Tiwari received the
BOG Chairperson’s Gold
Medal for scholastic perform-
ance in academics, Prashant
Singh received the Director’s
Gold Medal, Anirudh Parmar
received the PGP

Chairperson’s medal and
Mayank Tiwari received the
medal for best overall per-
formance.

In the Post Graduate
Program Batch 2020-2022 of
IIM Raipur, of the total 252
students PGP batch, 240 stu-
dents got convocated. The
remaining students have gone
for the Students Exchange
Programme to its partner
institutions in different parts
of the world to complete their
final term. Out of 74 students
from the PGP-MWE
(Management Program for
Working Executives), 64 got
convocated. 8 Students from
the FPM Program (Fellowship
in Management) and 5 from
the e-FPM Program were con-
ferred their respective doctor-
al degrees. Addressing the

graduating students, Prof.
Kakani expressed his
immense pride in the students
brimming with passion,
knowledge and most impor-
tantly the right values to lead
and carve brighter realities
for the people, organisations
and society. He concluded his
address by thanking the stu-
dents for their continuous
efforts, the parents for their
constant guidance and sup-
port to the students to help
them successfully complete
IIM Raipur’s rigorous course.

Mr. Ashsih Chauhan, Board
of Governors, declared the
closure of the 11th convoca-
tion. It was followed by the
singing of National Anthem by
everyone present at the audi-
torium. Indian Institute of
Management Raipur has come

a long way in the academic
field since its establishment
twelve years ago. The insti-
tute offers Post Graduate
Program in Management
(PGP), Post Graduate
Program for Working
Executives (PGPWE), Fellow
Program in Management
(FPM), and Management
Development Program.
Because of its academic
excellence, high-quality
research, executive educa-
tion, and corporate and inter-
national links, it has estab-
lished a remarkable reputa-
tion in such a short time. The
institute strives to provide a
best-in-class academic and
research environment facili-
tating high quality research
relevant to society and the
nation.

Shubhashish Mishra, DGM interacts
with MSME entrepreneurs

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1144:: Bank of Baroda
Deputy General Manager,
MSME, BCC, Mumbai,
Shubhashish Mishra, visited
Raipur on  June 8-9. The pur-
pose of his visit was to pro-
mote credit to the MSME sec-
tor. During his visit he inter-
acted with potential new cus-
tomers and former customers
of the bank at Hotel Sayaji,
Raipur. On this occasion he
met Bank of Baroda’s Network
Deputy General Manager,
Chhattisgarh, Ranjit Kumar

Mandal, Chhattisgarh’s four
regions of Bank of Baroda,
Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg and
Dhamtari’s regional heads,
Satyaranjan Mohapatra,
Barun Meher,  Arvind Katkar
and Mr. Amit Banerjee and
Raipur sub-regional chief Mr.
Abhishek Bharti. Along with
this, he also participated in
the customer meet organized
for the customers of the four
regions. During this visit, he
also held meetings with
branch heads and honoured

the best performing branch
heads.  Since Raipur and
Chhattisgarh is mainly the
center of MSME growth,
therefore this visit of
Shubhashish Mishra was spe-
cially for Raipur and
Chhattisgarh. The customers
expressed satisfaction
towards Bank of Baroda.
Keeping in view the progress
of the MSME sector of Bank of
Baroda in Chhattisgarh, the
visit was quite successful.
Bank of Baroda’s network
deputy general manager,
Chhattisgarh,  Chhattisgarh’s
four regional heads, Raipur
sub-regional heads, distin-
guished customers of the
bank and officers of the bank
were present in the programs
organised during his visit.

Thieves decamp with box full
of gold, silver jewelleries

Bilaspur, Jun 14:
Taking advantage of
only an aged person left
in the house near
Lalkhadan over-bridge,
the thieves decamped
with cash worth Rs 50000
and a box full of silver
and gold jewelleries.
When the family who
had gone out for sister’s
marriage returned, they
found the almirah bro-
ken and all goods lying in
scattered condition. A
complaint in this regard
was lodged in Torva
Thana and the police has
lodged a case and taken
the matter under investi-
gation.

The resident of house
Janardhan Rai works in
a private firm and lives
near Lalkhadan over-
bridge. On May 10 they
all left to attend Rai’s sis-
ter’s wedding. After the
marriage there was
party at his sister’s house
and they all with family
left for Bhilai. In Rai’s
house, his relative
Urmila Rai was all alone
and his family came back
at 3:00 pm.

When they all entered
inside, they found goods
from Almirah lying in
scattered condition and
the cash of Rs 50000 and
silver and gold jewellery
box missing. The wire-
mesh on the window
with steel rods was found
broken and they took out
the bag with help of a
stick from the window.
Torva Police has filed a
case and taken the mat-
ter  under investigation.

Only RERA registered projects be considered for bank loans: Dhand

Raipur, Jun 14:
Chhattisgarh Real Estate
Regulatory Authority
(RERA) Chairman Vivek
Dhand, addressing a meet-
ing of bankers, chartered
accountants and builders
here today said that banks
should give priority to only
those housing projects
which are registered by
RERA. He said that con-
sumers should also be
given loans on priority for
the properties which are
registered with RERA so
that common consumers
can be saved from the un-
registered projects.

Underlining the impor-
tance and implementation
of RERA Act Dhand said
that the real estate sector
was growing day by day in
the country. Its contribu-
tion in country’s GDP was 6
percent and in the next six
to seven years it will go

upto 10 per cent, he said.
Before the formation of

RERA, there was lack of
transparency and account-
ability in the real estate sec-
tor of Chhattisgarh, but
after its formation the ac-
countability has increased,
he said. After the directions
of the Central Government
and the Supreme Court,

The need to regulate real
estate sector was felt after
directions of the central
government and Supreme
Court and accordingly
RERA Act framed.
According to Dhand the
housing sector will also
grow in the coming years
with the increase in the in-
come of the common peo-
ple. RERA has done the
work of regularizing the
real estate sector so that
customers and investors do
not face any problem, he
said and added that this

brought transparency in
this sector. With the intro-
duction of transparency in
the real estate sector, credi-
bility has increased in the
private sector, due to which
the consumers are showing
interest in the houses of
the private builders as well
as the housing board.

Dhand said that this time
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment was taking several
important steps to promote
the real estate sector. The
land guidelines have not
been increased for the last
three years. RERA keeps a
close watch on every hous-
ing project so that keenness
of consumers on housing
board and private sector
projects can be maintained.

Projects approved by
RERA are considered as

quality standards, said
Dhand adding that prompt
action is taken on the com-
plaints of the consumers.
So far 1496 complaints have
been redressed. Each proj-
ect is monitored through a
RERA designated account.
With the help of bankers
and CAs, it is ensured that
the money transferred to
the RERA designated ac-
count is used only for proj-
ect works.

Dhand also told about the
importance of
Chhattisgarh Awas Yojana
(Single Window System).
Earlier it used to take about
18 months to get permis-
sion for the project related
to it, but now permission is
granted in 6 months.
Describing the importance
of Chhattisgarh RERA

website, he said that this
website is public friendly
and it promotes trans-
parency in the works.

Opening of RERA ac-
count, management of
RERA designated account
and finance from the proj-
ect were discussed. Doubts
of bankers, chartered ac-
countants, builders over
RERA Act were also re-
solved. The program was
also addressed by Sheetal
Verma, Director,
Institutional Finance.
RERA Registrar Dr
Anupriya Mishra, Deepa
Katare Justice
Adjudicating Officer
Chhattisgarh RERA,
Radhakrishna Rao SLBC
Convenor and other guests
were present on the occa-
sion.

Honoures voluntary
blood donors and
voluntary organiza-
tions

And cash worth Rs
50000 from house
with only a aged
person

Institute plans to
open many short-
term courses:
Goopinathan

IIM Raipur conducts
11th annual convo-
cation ceremony
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PAINTING OF PILLARS

The pillars of the over-bridge in capital city are being painted reflecting local art &
culture of the state.

Action taken against 7 accused in
last one and half months

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 14:
Bastar Police has got great
success in taking action
against the vicious thugs
who cheated in the name
of buying second hand car.
It may be known that in
view of the increasing
cases of telephonic fraud
in Bastar district, under
the guidance of DIG and
SSP Jitendra Singh
Meena, Addl SP
Omprakash Sharma and
under the supervision of
DSP Nodal Cyber ??Cell

Gitika Sahu continuous
investigation is being done
by forming a team under
their leadership.

During November 2021,
the applicant of the case,
Nadeem Khan resident
Jagdalpur was called by
unknown accused through
mobile phone on OLX. But
in the name of buying a
second-hand car, a total of
Rs. 1 lakh 19 thousand 250
was defrauded from his ac-
count in different install-
ments. When the applicant
Nadeem Khan came to
know about the fraud, on
the report of the appli-
cant, was filed against the
concerned mobile caller
and the account holder, in
the police station Kotwali
with charges of section
420, IPC, and 66 (D) IT Act
registered.

During the investiga-
tion, on the basis of the

analysis of bank accounts
and technical evidence,
the presence of the ac-
cused was received in
Madhya Pradesh, a team
was constituted under the
leadership of Inspector
Kishor Kevant and sent to
Madhya Pradesh. A per-
son was caught on the
basis of suspicion in dis-
trict Sidhi by the said
team. On being ques-
tioned, who told his name
to be of Sidhi MP, resident
of Santosh Saket. On en-
quiry, hereby by pretend-
ing to buy second hand car
through mobile phone to
the applicant Nadeem
Khan, he accepted to cheat
a total of 1 lakh 19 thou-
sand 250 rupees in differ-
ent installments. One
number mobile phone, 1
debit card and bank pass-
book used in the incident
have been confiscated

from the possession of the
accused. The accused has
been arrested from
Madhya Pradesh and
brought to Jagdalpur.

The accused has been
arrested from Madhya
Pradesh and brought to
Jagdalpur. It is to be
known that in the last one
and a half months, action
has been taken against the
7th accused in the online
fraud case. Officers who
played a key role in this
matter included Inspector
Eman Sahu, Kishor
Kevant, Dhananjay Sinha,
Sub Inspector Amit Sidar,
ASI Nilambar Nag,
Avinash Jha, Banmali
Baghel, Sudharam Netam
P.R. Mausam Gupta, con-
stable Krishna Sawade,
Gautam Sinha, Ravi
Kumar, Dharmendra,
Lomesh Dewan, Deepak
Kumar were there.

Adivasi Congress gheraoes ED office
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 14: Led by
PCC president Mohan
Markam and as per the or-
ders of Adivasi Congress
state president Janak
Dhruv, members of
Adivasi Congress
gheraoed ED office under
the leadership of Adivasi
Congress Raipur district
Mohan Markam. Bhavani
Markam said, protest was
against Enforcement
Directorate (ED) for issu-

ing summons to party’s
national president Sonia
Gandhi and top leader
Rahul Gandhi. The
Congress leaders submit-

ted a memorandum to the
district administration. In
the memorandum ad-
dressed to the President,
they described ED action
as malicious and demand-
ed to stay on it. The
demonstration was partic-
ipated by senior party
leader Anila Bhedia, MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Dhanendra Sahu, Girish
Dewangan, Amitesh
Shukla, Anita Sharma,
Amarjeet Chawla and oth-
ers.

Teachers should adhere to discipline before
teaching it to children: Dr Bhartidasan

Raipur, Jun 14: The
Secretary School
Education Department Dr
S Bhartidasan inaugurat-
ing the training session of
teachers from English
medium at SIRD citing
about objectives of
English medium schools
said that they have to
make students academic
excellent. He said that to
ensure that children from
poor families get good
quality education and they
can also avail education in
English medium. Dr
Dasan said that all the
children are good and all
have certain qualities in
them and if someone is
unable to lear or study,
then it is on part of the
teachers to analyse where
the weakness is. Prior to
teaching discipline to
teachers, one has to ad-
here to discipline itself, he
said, adding that, no per-
son is perfect, but it is
teachers who can help

children reach some level
of perfection. He said that
this training would prove
to be helping in capacity
development among chil-
dren.

The training of teachers
from Swamy Atmanand
English Medium School
(SAEMS) started in all the
five institutions in capital
city viz. SCERT, CET,
DIET, KIET, Thakur
Pyarelal Vikas Sansthan
(SIRD) here on Monday. In
these institution a total of
500 teachers are undertak-
ing training. In the train-
ing the teachers are being

imparted training on pro-
fessional capabilities; lan-
guage command; leader-
ship management skills.
The Special Secretary
School Education
Department Rajesh Singh
Rana addressing the
newly appointed teachers
said that on getting ap-
pointed in the School start-
ed under Swamy
Atmanand Utkrist Yojana
is a big honour. It is one of
the top priority pro-
gramme in the state and
the teachers are important
part of it. He said that chil-
dren leader watching the

teachers only and there-
fore the teachers should
bring a change in their at-
tire, conduct and conversa-
tion and had to talk to chil-
dren reaching at their
level. The teachers will
have to leave negativity
and start adopting positiv-
ity.

Rana further said that
children learn what they
see and what the teachers
want to deliver the chil-
dren should be visible in
their conduct. Recalling
his school period he said
that the teacher from
whom I have learnt, I still

remember his conduct and
style of teaching. Rana
said that children do not
have to be made as robots
and rather how the moral
education can be given to
them has to be paid due at-
tention. He said that this
has been mentioned in the
National Education Policy
(NEP). Rana said that
there is no dearth of lack
of confidence among
teachers they only need
proper training and oppor-
tunity. Under this how to
talk on various issues, cul-
tural programmes and
arrangement of yoga will
be made by SCERT.

The Addl Director
School Education
Department Dr Yogesh
Shivhare inaugurated the
training at SCERT at
Shankar Nagar. Rana on
this occasion answered to
the queries of the partici-
pants and motivated the
children for the next aca-
demic session. On this oc-
casion Asst. Director
Koustub Chatterjee,
Director Literacy Mission
and Nodal Officer
Prashant Pandey,
Resource Person Charnit
Sandhu, Kamla Rajpal,
Kavita Mishra, MK
Sharma and Pragya
Senapati were present.

Goncha festival will start with Chandan Jatra worship

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 14: The
princely state’s Bastar
Goncha festival has start-
ed on Tuesday, June 14,

with the worship of
Devsnan Chandan Jatra.
In the Jagannath temple
premises from 09 am, 360
houses of Aranyak
Brahmin community, ac-
cording to tradition, after
anointing Lord

Shaligram with the holy
water of river Indravati,
the deities of Lord
Jagannath Swami, Devi
Subhadra and
Balabhadra were given
sandal bath.

360 Ghar Aranyak
Brahmin Samaj President
Ishwar Khambari told
that as per tradition, on
June 14, Lord Shaligram
from village Aasna was
established in Shri
Jagannath temple under
Devasnana Chandan

Jatra worship law.
Thereafter, the Brahmins
of 360 Ghar Aranyak
Brahmin Samaj per-
formed the Devasnana-
chandan Jatra Puja Vidhi
by bringing the holy
water of Indravati River
to Jagannath Temple.
After this the Deities of
the Lord were installed in
the Mukti Mandap.

With this, the fast of
Lord Jagannath Swami
will start and continue till
June 29. During this dar-

shan will be prohibited,
on June 30, Lord
Jagannath Swami will
have darshan along with
the worship rituals. On
July 01, along with the
Gundicha Rath Yatra
Puja Vidhi, Lord
Jagannath Swami will
stay in Janakpuri
Sirhasar Bhavan for 09
days, where various wor-
ship rituals of Bastar
Goncha festival will be
performed according to
tradition.

Jewellery and cash stolen
from teacher’s house

Jagdalpur, Jun 14:
Unknown thieves stole a
total of Rs 13,500 including
precious jewellery and
cash from village Rajur
Bedaguda Para, from the
house of Anand Kumar
Sahu, posted as a teacher
in village Barupata
Secondary School under
Parpa police station area.
In the case of theft the po-
lice is investigating
against the unknown
thieves by registering an
FIR. According to the in-
formation received from
the police, Anand Kumar
Sahu resident of village
Rajur had gone to his res-
idence village Surra po-
lice station Gurur with
his family on May 25 due
to school holiday. To
whom Sampatram, who

lives in the neighbor-
hood, called and told that
the lock of the main door
of your house is broken,
it seems that it has been
stolen.

After this, Anand Sahu
came back to the village
and saw that the main
door was not locked.
The door of 02 cup-
boards kept in the room
was open. The whole

thing was in disarray. 01
gold garland kept in the
locker of a almirah, 08
thousand rupees, two
pairs of children’s silver
anklets, 4 thousand ru-
pees, cash amount 1500
rupees were missing. In
all, 13 thousand 500 ru-
pees were stolen. After
which he has complained
of theft to Parpa police
station.

Resolve public problems and
solve them quickly: Akbar

Kawardha, Jun 14:
Minister for Forest,
Transport, Housing,
Environment, Law,
Legislative and Climate
Change and Kawardha
MLA Mohammad Akbar
is reaching the villages of
remote Vananchal area
himself to listen to the
problems, grievances, de-
mands of the people and
solve them. In the same
connect, the Minister
reached village Taregaon
in remote Vananchal area
of ??Bodla block and in the
camp held instructed the
officials to address public
problems with priority.

While directing the de-
partmental officers, Akbar
said that the department
should take time to resolve
such applications, and
take action on them and
take concrete and quality
solutions. Minister Shri
Akbar directed to issue

show cause notices for the
absence of the Executive
Engineer of the Public
Works Department in the
camp. Minister Akbar
said that the main objec-
tive of the district level
public problem prevention
camp is to reach out to the
villagers and listen to
their problems and solve
them quickly.

Problems like ration
card, electricity, and drink-
ing water can reach the
government administra-
tion in Vananchal area
and they can be resolved
quickly. The Minister also
informed that a diversion
of Rs. 3 crore 86 lakh has
been approved in village
Magarwada and the work
of canal drain is to be
done in it. On the applica-
tion received in relation to
the forest rights letter to
the Tribal Welfare
Department, he said that

after preparing the in-
quiry report in 2 months,
take further action. The
Assistant Commissioner
said that applications were
received for increasing the
number of seats in the
tribal hostel of village
Swaghi, for which a pro-
posal has been prepared
and sent.

During this, Collector
Mr. Ramesh Sharma,
Superintendent of Police
Dr. Lal Umend Singh,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Mrs. Manisha Raote, SDM
Mr. PC Kori, Mr. Agam
Anant, Mr. Rajkumar
Tiwari, District President
Mrs. Amita Prabhati
Markam, District
Panchayat member Mr.
Mukhi Ram. Markam,
Shri Tuka Ram
Chandravanshi, Shri Ram
Kumar Patel, Shri Sanat
Jaiswal, Shri Pitambar
Verma, Shri Rajesh
Meravi, Shri Gore Lal
Chandravanshi, Shri
Amar Singh Verma, Shri
Darpat Gadewal, Shri
Hira Gwal, Shri
Chhaviram Verma, Shri
Mannu Chandravanshi, A
large number of villagers
of Vananchal area includ-
ing Shri Santosh Awasthi,
Shri Amit Verma, Shri
Ramsharan Sahu and
Sarpanch, Panchs were
present.

Bastar monsoon prediction fails due
to slow pace of monsoon winds

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 14: Due
to the continuous failure
of monsoon predictions
in Bastar, the
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department is also mov-
ing ahead for a day or two.
First of all, the prediction
of monsoon entering
Bastar was made by the
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department from June 7
to 8. After this, the possi-
bility of 13-14 June was
expressed. Whether or not
the monsoon reaches
Bastar today remains to
be seen.

Now that a system is ac-
tive in Southern region,
the pace of monsoon is
very slow. Even today, the
game of hide and seek is
going on in Bastar since
morning but it has not
rained. People are tired of

the heat. The
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department is now pre-
dicting that the monsoon
will be effective from June
17 to 18 in Chhattisgarh
via Bastar.

It is being told that this
year the speed of mon-
soon winds has been rela-
tively less. This is the rea-
son why it is taking so
long for the monsoon to
reach Bastar.

It is worth noting that
the monsoon had reached
Bastar on June 11 last
year. There was heavy

rain in Bastar division on
this day. After this, the
monsoon had become
fully effective in the state
by June 14. This year also
it was expected that the
monsoon would reach
around June 10 but it did
not happen.

According to the
Meteorological Center,
monsoon can reach here
in a day or two. Due to
lack of rain, the tempera-
ture of Bastar is still run-
ning around 40 degrees.

For the last two days, a
pre-monsoon-like situa-
tion is being created in
Bastar, but the Rain God
is not showering his bless-
ings. The condition of the
city is worst as the heat
and humidity has made
life miserable for people.
The maximum tempera-
ture of the city was
recorded at 38 degree

Celsius, while the mini-
mum temperature was
24.1 degrees Celsius. The
heat of the sun during the
day has left people stay in-
doors. People are now
praying that the monsoon
arrives at the earliest and
there is respite from the
heat.

Scientist HP Chandra of
Meteorological Center
said that there is a pre-
monsoon-like situation in
Bastar due to cloud cover,
strong wind and drizzle.
Monsoon is near and it
may take one to two more
days to reach Bastar. With
the onset of monsoon, the
process of rain will start
in Bastar, after which the
monsoon wind will cover
the entire state. With this,
the monsoon in
Chhattisgarh via Bastar
will become effective from
June 17 to 18.

Children learn
watching teachers:
Rana

Training prog of
teachers of SAEMS
begins

Telephonic fraud
case

In the name of buy-
ing a second hand
car, there was a
fraud of Rs 1.19 lakh 

Of princely state of
Bastar 

Lord Shaligram will
be anointed with
the water of river
Indravati

Summer Table Tennis
camp concludes

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1144::  More than 30
budding players attended the
month-long Table Tennis
camp being organized under
the aegis of Chhattisgarh
Table Tennis Association
(CTTA) in association with
Rajdhani TT Sangh at Sapre
School TT Hall which began
from May 9 onwards.

CTTA President Sharad
Shukla was the chief guest of
the concluding ceremony
held here whereas senior
Vice President Kishore
Jadwani presided over the
function. Providing the above
information the CTTA
Secretary Vinay Baiswade
said that certificates were
distributed to the player at
the concluding ceremony
here. Nageshwar Sahu,
Priyanshi Purohit, Laksya
Maithil, Rishi Jain, Eklavya
Chandrrakar, VarunDutt

Agrawal, Prapti Kedia, Jaidev
Tiwari, Mahvisha Ansari,
Mahavin Ansari, Keshav Goel,
Ashmi Jain, Arham Jain,
Lavanya Pandey, Jiven
Chandiramani, Chahek
Kataria, Aahana Singh, Advik
Singh, Anchal Bareth,
Kshestra Mishra, Vedi
Kutchwaha, Yashwant
Decate, Vishal Decate, Ramji
Kumar, Harshit Kedia, Pranay
Chouhan, Lokesh Jangade,
Arjun Malhotra, Karan
Malhota, Andrew Aron T
Williams, Atharva Jindal and
Rajiv Sahu were the partici-
pants in the summer camp.

Vinay Baiswade, Miraj,
Pravin Nirapure were the offi-
cials who imparted coaching
to the players.

CTTA Joint Secretary
Vimal Nair and Pradeep Joshi
were also present on the
occasion.
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Bilaspur, Jun 14: 

Encouraged by positive
response from passengers
to the pilot project of “One
Station One Product” at
Bilaspur station, the
Bilaspur railway division
has decided to extend the
project to other stations
under Bilaspur division.

The ambitious scheme
of the ministry of railways
is aimed at providing op-
portunities to local arti-
sans, potters, weavers,

craftsmen, etc to make a
living through their skills
and provide them with sale
outlets at railway stations
across the country.

The stalls promoting
local products under “One
station One product” will
be put up at identified sta-
tions, initially for 15 days.
Under the Bialspur divi-
sion, the initiative was
first launched at the
Bilaspur railway station
on March 25 this year
where artisans from

Raigarh displayed their
local  products for 15 days
each on four occasions.

Now, the scheme is being
rolled out at Korba,
Janjgir-Naila, Anupur,
Pendra, Uslapur and
Vishrampur stations.

“It will also promote
local handicrafts, hand-
looms and processed food
items which are unique to
the area around the rail-
way stations. The project
will provide a stable mar-
keting platform to improve

income, local employment,
skills and livelihood,” said
an official spokesperson.
To avail of the facility, arti-
sans can apply with the
local railway officials or at
the division level. In this
initiative, the railway ad-
ministration provides in-
frastructure and other as-
sistance for free. At pres-
ent Herbal Product stall is
running on platform no 01
of Bilaspur station. In ad-
dition, on platform no 01 of
Jangir-Naila station handi-

crafts made out of paddy
husk by local artisans is
being displayed from June
11. On platform no 01 of
Korba station stall of local
herbal products is on dis-
play from June 11. At
Anupur station on plat-
form no 01 from June 11,
exhibition cum  sale of
tribal Gondi painting is
being run by the local
Tribal Shristi Kala
Kendra. At Pendra Road
railway station on plat-
form no 01, herbal prod-
ucts, spices and other
household products manu-
factured by the local
Woman Self-Hep Group is
on display and sale from
June 11. Likewise in
Uslapur station from June
13  stall of local products
has been established and
in Vishrampur station too
from June 13 products
made out of soil by the
local Mati Kala Kendra is
on display on platform no
01.

Bilaspur Division covers six 
rly stations under pilot project

One station one product

Jagdalpur, Jun 14:

Bastar Police personnel
are participating enthusi-
astically in the sports in
May 2022, in the weightlift-
ing competition
(weightlifting) of the
National Sports
Competition organized by
Master Guess Federation
in Kerala. Bastar Police’s
female constable
Poornima Thakur has
won gold in 64 kg category.

This success of
Poornima Thakur has
made the police depart-
ment proud. This success
of Poornima has proved
that even the biggest goal
can be achieved with a
strong willpower and hard
work.

The success story of
Poornima is very inspir-
ing. Poornima was away
from the game after the
Caesar operation, but in
the last 2 years, Poornima
started working hard
again and the hard work
also paid off and got the
first position in 64 Kg-cate-
gory of weightlifting com-
petition held in Kerala.

After winning the gold
medal, Poornima says that
she sweats every day for
three hours to improve her
game. Along with her
game, Poornima also gives
ample time to duty. For
this, Poornima gives cred-
it to the higher officials of
her department.

Bastar IG Sundarraj P
Bastar SP and Additional
SP. Bastar IG Sundarraj P.
said that this success of
Purnima means a lot for
the police department.
Poornima has illuminated

the name of Bastar along
with the department. The
IG said that in recent
times such an environ-
ment is being created in
Bastar, under which the
police personnel of Bastar
are advancing themselves
in different sports. For
this, a better environment
is also being created in col-
laboration with the dis-
trict administration,
under which an interna-
tional level playing field
has been prepared in
Jagdalpur.

Poornima Thakur wins gold medal 
In national sports competition; represent from Bastar Police 

working as female constable

Jagdalpur, Jun 14: 

Passenger railway facil-
ity has been kept at the
lowest rung in Bastar for
last many years. Ignoring
the demand for its reform,
the railway administra-
tion is keeping silent on
this issue. Due to this neg-
lect, the anger of the
youth of Bastar against
the railway administra-
tion has come to the
brink, and there is a say-
ing that changes often
come only when one acts.
An indefinite rail roko
movement has been an-
nounced by the youth
from June 15, the local
youths are ready to stop
the trains. This move-
ment will be started on
June 15th by a team of 500
youth with the initiative
to stop the train move-
ment in the region.

The convener of the
movement Saket Shukla,
Navneet Chand, Sushil
Maurya and Rohit Arya
informed that we have
been preparing for it for
last 6 months. In addition
to informing the top offi-
cials of the railways along
with the one-day protest
at the Chowk, detailed in-
formation has been pro-

vided in this regard by
meeting the Union
Railway Minister during
his stay in Koraput. It is a
matter of regret that no
satisfactory initiative has
been taken by the Railway
Administration in this re-
gard so far.

For this reason, in
order to wake up the rail-
way administration from
the deep slumber the pro-
posed movement will be
started from June 15. He
said that the preparations
for this movement are in
the final stages. A lot of
enthusiasm can also be
seen about this movement
among the youth. Every
resident of Bastar seems
to be serious about this

matter. This is the reason
that the youths who are
initiating the movement
together with 500 compan-
ions on June 15th are feel-
ing sure about the success
of the movement.

It may be noted that in
this regard, an ultimatum
(memorandum) in the
name of DRM Anup
Kumar Satpathy of East
Coast Railway,
Visakhapatnam Railway
Division was handed over
to SMR Shri Nayak of
Jagdalpur. It was demand-
ed by mentioning promi-
nently in the memoran-
dum that Jagdalpur op-
poses the transfer of
Rayagada new railway di-
vision, it should be kept

as it is in Visakhapatnam
division. A demand has
been made for the con-
struction of the Rawghat-
Jagdalpur rail line kept in
a cold storage by the
Railway Development
Corporation and by sus-
pending the Bastar
Railway Private Limited
Irkam Company and tak-
ing strict action against
the corrupt officials. A de-
mand has been made to
start the Rawghat-
Jagdalpur rail project and
to extend this train to the
capital of the country by
restarting the Durg-
Jagdalpur Intercity
Express.

Like NMDC, a demand
has been made to upgrade

the existing railway hos-
pital at Jagdalpur and
convert it into a super spe-
cialty hospital by releas-
ing funds from CSR head
to Bastar division.
Construction of over-
bridge or under-bridge by
marking sensitive railway
crossings falling under
Jagdalpur area.

A demand has also been
made to develop
Jagdalpur railway station
as a model station with all
facilities.

Around 500 youths to start ‘Rail-Roko’ movement 

DRM instructed 
to inform the police

Local SMR MR Nayak, con-

firming the agitation memo-

randum submitted by the

railway agitators, immedi-

ately gave the information

about it to the DRM of

Visakhapatnam Railway

Division. DRM Anup

Satpathy has given instruc-

tions to maintain law and

order keeping in view the

indefinite rail movement. He

has asked to send all the

information related to this

movement to the district

police force so that law and

order can be maintained

locally.

Jagdalpur, Jun 14: MLA
Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, on the oc-
casion of his birthday, felici-
tated the brilliant students
of Jagdalpur block. This in-
cludes class 12th student
Priya Nishad, who was a
student of Saraswati
Shishu Mandir and she has
secured first position in the
district. Similarly, in class
12th, Jyoti Vishwas has se-
cured second position in de-
velopment block and third
in district. Kumari
Harshita, a student who se-
cured first and second posi-
tion in development block
in class 10th and Kumari
Shivani, who secured sec-

ond position in develop-
ment block and fourth in
district in class 10th, was
honored by presenting
them with mobile phone
and citation. MLA
Jagdalpur gave best wishes
to the children while wish-
ing them a bright future.
MLA Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain said that
every effort is being made to
improve the level of educa-
tion as per the intention of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Children are being
encouraged so that they can
achieve better position in
the field of education. He
said that today English
medium education is being

provided to the children
from Swami Atmanand
English Medium School, so
that they too can compete
with the children of big
cities.On this occasion,
along with Rekhchand Jain,
Municipal Corporation
Chairman Kavita Sahu,
Councilor Surya Pani, City
District Congress
Committee General
Secretary Gournath Nag,
Hemu Upadhyay, District
President of Law
Department Awadhesh Jha,
Vicky Nishad, Block
Education Officer
Mansingh Bharadwaj,
Bharti Devangan, BRC
Garuda Mishra along with
others were present.

Parliamentary Secy honours
meritorious students 

By providing mobile and citation

Bhond, Jun 14: 

As per the directives of
district administration
in connection with Shala
Pravesh Utsav for 2022-23,
rally was organized on
June 14 in Cluster Centre
Kurkanar. This rally was
organised with an aim to
make all the teachers in
the schools under Cluster
Centre Kurkanar as well
as students, parents and
others aware about the
opening of school on
June 16. As part of the

rally Cluster Principal
Saida Khan while con-
tacting the parents and
teachers on the way
made them aware about
the importance of educa-
tion. To make the pro-
gramme successful vil-
lage panchayat
K u r k a n a r s a r p a n c h
Sadan Ram Kashyap,
School Management
Committee president
Anil Thakur,
Coordinator Hemant
Dhruv, Avantika Bhedia
and others were present.

Awareness rally for Shala
Pravesh Utsav taken out

Kondagaon, Jun 14: 

A married man and a
woman with whom he
was allegedly having an
affair were stripped and
paraded in  Kondagaon
district, police said on
Tuesday. Four persons
including the man’s wife
have been arrested in
connection with the in-
cident that took place at
a village under
Urindabeda police sta-
tion limits on June 11,
said a senior police offi-
cial.

After the incident
came to light, a police
team was sent to the vil-
lage for investigation, he
added. The man’s wife
spotted him with anoth-
er woman, and called
some people including

her relatives, the official
said. The group then
stripped the duo and pa-
raded them through the
locality, he said.

Based on the victims’
statements, a case was
registered at
Urindabeda police sta-
tion under section 354

(assault or criminal
force to woman to out-
rage her modesty) and
other relevant sections
of the Indian Penal
Code, and four persons
including the man’s wife
were arrested.

Further probe is on,
the official said.

Man, woman paraded naked over
extramarital relationship

About the incident
The man’s wife spotted him with another woman, and
called some people including her relatives. The group
then stripped the duo and paraded them through the
locality.

Police action

Based on the victims’ statements, a case was regis-
tered at Urindabeda police station under section 354
(assault or criminal force to woman to outrage her
modesty) and other relevant sections of the Indian
Penal Code, and four persons including the man’s
wife were arrested.

Bilaspur, Jun 14:

Pepperfry, the ecom-
merce furniture and
home goods company,
announced the launch
of its 1st Studio in
B i l a s p u r ,
Chhattisgarh. The of-
fline expansion is in
line with the compa-
ny’s aim to penetrate
into niche markets and
build an omnichannel

business in home and
living marketplace in
India. Pepperfry’s stu-
dio footprint currently
spans across 80+ cities
with 160+ studios in
the country. The com-
pany launched its first
studio in 2014.
The new studio
launched in partner-
ship with Mahavir
Enterprises, is situat-
ed at a prime location

at TM Business Park,
Near Magneto Mall, in
Bilaspur, spanning
across a carpet area of
827 sq. ft. It offers cus-
tomers a first-hand ex-
perience of a large cat-
alogue of furniture
and home products
carefully selected from
a differentiated portfo-
lio of 1 lakh plus prod-
ucts available on
Pepperfry website.

Pepperfry launches new studio in Bilaspur

RESCUE OPERATION

Rescue operation underway after a massive landslide amid heavy rains in Guwahati, Tuesday. At least four people
were killed in the landslide, according to officials.

FOREST FIRE

Smoke billows after a fire broke out in the forest in Lug valley area of Kullu district, Tuesday.

Natural farming good for toxin-free
agriculture with better production

at less cost: Adityanath
Lucknow, Jun 14 (PTI) 

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Tuesday said natural
farming is a good medium
for toxin-free agriculture
with better production at
less cost.

“The biggest challenge
before us today is how we
can do toxic-free farming
at low cost. We are grateful
to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who made
a provision for this in the
Union Budget. This option
is ‘cow-based natural
farming,” Adityanath said
while addressing the 33rd
foundation day of the
Uttar Pradesh Agriculture
Research Council through
video conferencing.

“In 2020, the Prime
Minister had asked in UP
whether we can promote it

on the banks of river
Ganga? Can we promote
horticulture crops and
vegetable cultivation in
this form? At that time we
had taken out Ganga
Yatra. Ganga Yatra suc-
ceeded in establishing
Ganga Nursery, Ganga
Garden, Ganga Udyan etc.
at many places,” he added.

There is a provision in
the Union Budget that we
have to pursue natural
farming in a 5-kilometre
area on both the banks of
river Ganga. The Centre
and state government will
cooperate in this endeav-
our, the chief minister
said.

Apart from this, the
state government has
made a programme to en-
courage natural farming
in the entire region of
Bundelkhand.

MP: SP expels MLA Rajesh Kumar
Shukla for crossing over to BJP

Indore, Jun 14 (PTI) 

The Samajwadi Party
on Tuesday said it has
expelled MLA Rajesh
Kumar Shukla from the
party’s primary mem-
bership in the wake of
his “anti-party activi-
ties” and switching over
to the ruling BJP in
Madhya Pradesh.

Shukla, the lone SP
MLA in Madhya
Pradesh, along with an
MLA of the Bahujan
Samaj Party and an inde-
pendent legislator joined
the BJP in Bhopal on
Tuesday in the presence
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan.

Now, the SP has no leg-
islator in the 230-mem-
ber state Assembly.

After Shukla joined

the BJP, SP’s Madhya
Pradesh unit president
Ramayan Patel, while
talking to PTI, claimed
“the ruling BJP is show-
ing its money power and
luring MLAs from oppo-
sition parties into its
fold, resulting in the
murder of democracy.”

He said Shukla has
been expelled from the
SP’s primary member-
ship for indulging in
anti-party activities and
joining hands with the
BJP.

“We are also trying to
ensure that his Assembly
membership gets termi-
nated, and will take swift
action in the matter after
discussing it with the
Samajwadi Party’s na-
tional president,
Akhilesh Yadav,” Patel

said. He also said that
Shukla’s move to switch
over to the BJP will not
affect the SP’s prospects
in the Madhya Pradesh
Assembly elections due
next year.

We will contest the
Assembly polls with full
preparation,” Patel said,
and claimed the next gov-
ernment in Madhya
Pradesh will not be
formed without the SP’s
support.

Shukla represents
Bijawar Assembly seat
in Chhattarpur district.

Besides Shukla, BSP’s
Sanjeev Singh
Kushwaha (MLA from
Bhind) and Independent
legislator Vikram Singh
Rana (from Susner) also
joined the BJP on
Tuesday.

Assam: NRC boss files vigilance
complaint against predecessor

Guwahati, Jun 14 (PTI) 

The state coordinator of
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) in Assam has filed a
complaint with the vigilance
wing against his predeces-
sor, Prateek Hajela, alleging
financial irregularities.

A senior official of the
Vigilance & Anti-Corruption
wing of Assam Police told
PTI that it has received a
complaint from NRC State
Coordinator Hitesh Dev
Sarma, but no FIR has been
registered yet.

“We will study the com-
plaint first. If we find any
merit in it, we shall discuss
with the appropriate author-
ity and proceed,” he said.
When contacted, Sarma told
PTI that he filed the com-
plaint on Monday. He, howev-
er, declined to comment on
its contents. Sources said
that Sarma’s complaint al-

leges financial irregularities
during preparation of the
final list of the NRC. Last
month, Sarma had lodged a
complaint with the CID
against Hajela, several other
officers and data entry oper-
ators associated with updat-
ing the citizenship docu-
ment, accusing them of “anti
national” and “criminal ac-
tivities” during the process.
The final NRC was released
on August 31, 2019, with the
list excluding 19,06,657 peo-
ple. A total of 3,11,21,004
names were included out of
3,30,27,661 applicants. After
taking charge, Sarma had
told the Gauhati High Court
in an affidavit that in the
“supplementary list” of the
NRC, over 10,000 names were
either wrongly included or
excluded, and necessary or-
ders were issued to delete
nearly 4,800 “ineligible per-
sons” from the document.

Delhi govt proposes to empower local bodies,
SHOs to act against noise pollution

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI) 

Aiming to effectively
control and curb noise
pollution in Delhi, the city
government has proposed
to empower officials of
civic bodies to take action
against violators, accord-
ing to officials.

The Delhi Environment
Department has also sub-
mitted a proposal to the
Union Environment
Ministry to designate
SHOs as an authority to
prosecute violators under
noise pollution rules.

Under the Noise
Pollution (Regulation and
Control) Rules, 2000,
deputy commissioners,
subdivisional magis-
trates, assistant commis-
sioners of police (traffic),
subdivisional police offi-
cers — including of rail-
ways and airports — and
member secretary and
chairman of the Delhi

Pollution Control
Committee have been des-
ignated as an authority to
take action against viola-
tors.

In Delhi, the local and
civic bodies — MCD,
NDMC and Delhi
Cantonment Board — are
not empowered to initiate
legal action under the
Noise Pollution
(Regulation and Control)
Rules. The only option
available to them is to re-
port the violation to the
designated authorities.

A committee set up by
the National Green
Tribunal to monitor com-
pliance of the noise rules
felt that noise pollution
cannot be effectively con-
trolled and curbed in
Delhi without active par-
ticipation of local bodies.

It asked the Law
Department of the city
government to initiate a
proposal to empower the

officials of local and civic
bodies under the Noise
Pollution (Regulation and
Control) Rules. The pro-
posal is pending with the
lieutenant governor.

The committee also no-
ticed that the Delhi Police
procured 244 sound level
meters and distributed
them among ACPs/sub-di-
visions and SHOs.

However, “very few ac-
tions” have been reported
utilising the sound level
meters. The reason for in-
action is that SHOs are
not designated as an au-
thority to prosecute viola-
tors under noise pollution
rules, according to the
panel headed by Justice
(retired) S P Garg.

The panel then asked
the environment depart-
ment to prepare a propos-
al for delegation of au-
thorities to all station
house officers (SHOs) in
Delhi.

BJP stance on history, articulated by
Shah, gets thumbs down from Nitish

Patna, Jun 14 (PTI) 

The BJP’s insistence
that history be rewritten
with more emphasis on
Hindu kings who resisted
Muslim invasion than on
the invaders themselves
has received a thumbs
down from Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar,
whose JD(U) is the saffron
party’s largest alliance
partner. Kumar was asked
about the debate, especial-
ly in academic circles, that
has been triggered by the
recent statement of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
at the launch of a book on
history written by a med-
ical professional.

How can you change his-
tory? Is it possible to do so ,
quipped Kumar with ex-
clamatory laughter in
reply to the question that
was posed on the sidelines

of his weekly public inter-
action programme here on
Monday.

Although the septuage-
narian dismissed the issue
with his curt reply, the
message was loud and
clear. History, incidentally,
has often been the stick
that the BJP and the JD(U)
have used to beat each
other with.

Last year, a BJP MLA
Haribhushan Thakur
Bachaul, who is seen as a
Hindutva hardliner, had
come out with the sugges-
tion that Bakhtiyarpur, a
sleepy town on the out-
skirts of the state capital
where the chief minister
was born, be renamed
after the JD(U) leader.

Kumar had summarily
rejected the suggestion
terming it as faltu baat
(rubbish). Bakhtiyarpur is
said to have been named

after Bakhtiyar Khilji, the
12th century Afghan gen-
eral who had marauded
Bihar and Bengal and
whose infamous exploits
include the razing of the
centre of higher learning
at Nalanda where
Buddhists from far and
wide used to pursue their
studies. The JD(U),
seemed intent on giving it
back to its domineering
coalition partner when the
party’s parliamentary
board chief Upendra
Kushwaha carried out a
sustained campaign
against the alleged deni-
gration of Emperor
Asoka. The legendary
king of Magadha was the
grandson of
Chandragupta Maurya,
who was born in a poor
family of shepherds and
went on to found the
Maurya dynasty which the

BJP also seeks to remi-
nisce with a lot of nation-
alistic pride. However, be-
cause of Chandragputa
Maurya’s humble origins,
the king and his descen-
dants have come to be seen
as cultural icons of sort
for the OBCs who domi-
nate politics in the state.

Uttar Pradesh-based
playwright Daya Prakash
Sinha, who got selected for
the Sahitya Akademi
award this year, had
stoked a controversy by
drawing a parallel be-
tween Asoka and Mughal
Emperor Aurangzeb, who
is reviled by the BJP and
its ilk as a bigot. Sinha had
contended that piety was
used by both rulers as a
cloak for their unbridled
ambition, though unsur-
prisingly, the nuanced
view found no takers in
the political world.

SC asks Jharkhand govt to approach registry
for urgent listing of plea against HC order

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI) 

The Supreme Court
Tuesday asked the
Jharkhand government to
approach the apex court
registrar for urgent listing
of its petition challenging
an order of the high court,
which had accepted the
maintainability of a plea
seeking a probe against
Chief Minister Hemant
Soren so that the registry
can take orders from the of-
fice of the chief justice
about its listing.

The plea before the
Jharkhand High Court has
sought a probe into alleged
irregularities in the grant
of mining leases and also
into the transactions of
some shell companies al-
legedly operated by Soren’s
family members and asso-

ciates.
On June 3, the High

Court had said it was of the
considered opinion that the
writ petitions cannot be
thrown away on the ground
of maintainability and it
will proceed to hear the
matters on merit.

The plea filed by the state
against the June 3 order of
the high court was men-
tioned for urgent listing be-
fore a vacation bench of
Justices A S Bopanna and
Vikram Nath. The bench
told senior advocate
Arunabh Chowdhury, who
mentioned the matter on
behalf of the state, to give
details about the petition to
the registrar. The state gov-
ernment told the bench
that there is urgency as de-
spite being informed that a
special leave petition (SLP)

has been filed in the apex
court challenging the June
3 order, the high court has
listed the matter for hear-
ing on June 17, it said. You
just give the details. They
(apex court registry) will
take orders, the bench said.
It observed that two vaca-
tion benches are sitting at
present and the chief jus-
tice would take a call about
the listing of the matter.
When Chowdhury told the
bench that the high court
has listed the matter for
hearing on June 17 despite
being informed about the
filing of the petition in the
apex court, the bench said,
Tell this to the registry. In
its June 3 order, a division
bench of the high court had
said, This court, after hav-
ing answered the issue, as
framed by this court, and

on the basis of discussions
made hereinabove, is sum-
ming up its view and is of
the considered opinion that
the writ petitions cannot be
thrown away on the ground
of maintainability.” Before
that, on May 24, the apex
court had asked the high
court to first hear the pre-
liminary objections on the
maintainability of the pub-
lic interest litigation (PIL)
seeking a probe in the mat-
ter. “The issue of maintain-
ability should be dealt with
by the high court on the
next date of listing when
the proceedings are taken
up. Based on the outcome of
the objections to the main-
tainability of the proceed-
ings, the high court may
thereafter proceed in accor-
dance with the law,” the
apex court had said.
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‘Unitary’ leadership 
i Chennai: After a gap,

a demand that the
party be led by a sin-
gle leader emerged
again in the main op-
position AIADMK on
Tuesday. A majority of
district secretaries
and top office-bearers
have underscored the
need for unitary lead-
ership and the party
would take a decision
in the due course on
who should lead the
party, senior
AIADMK leader and
former Minister D
Jayakumar said.
Briefing reporters fol-
lowing a meeting of
district secretaries
and senior functionar-
ies here, Jayakumar,
answering a question
reiterated that V K
Sasikala is not a mem-
ber of the AIADMK.

Jewellery ‘theft’ 
i Mumbai: Three per-

sons have been arrest-
ed here for allegedly
stealing gold and dia-
mond jewellery worth
Rs 4 crore from a rent-
ed premises in south
Mumbai, police said
on Tuesday. The ar-
rested men were iden-
tified as Prakash Sonu
Bhuvad (41) who
works as a sweeper,
his son Praveen (25)
and Yaseek Dinesh
Parmar (32). Out of
six kg of stolen jew-
ellery, two kg of jew-
ellery was recovered
from their possession,
a police official said.

Father-son killed 
i Deoria (UP): A man

and his elder son
were killed and his
younger son was crit-
ically injured after
they were attacked
while sleeping by an
unidentified miscre-
ant in Deoria district
of Uttar Pradesh, po-
lice said on Tuesday.
The deceased were
identified as Shahid
Ali (50) and Nazeer
(22), they said.
Superintendent of
Police Sankalp
Sharma said Ali had
an argument with
someone on phone
on Monday following
which later in the
night an unidentified
miscreant attacked
him and his sons
with a sharp-edged
weapon while their
were sleeping. While
Ali and Nazeer died
on the spot, his other
son Sonu (20) was
taken to the district
hospital by his fami-
ly members.

Engineer held 
i Bhopal: Lokayukta’s

Special Police
Establishment (SPE)
on Tuesday nabbed an
executive engineer of
Madhya Pradesh’s
Public Works
Department (PWD)
for accepting a bribe
of Rs 40,000 from a
contractor in Bhopal,
an official said. PWD’s
Executive Engineer
SC Verma was held
while he was accept-
ing Rs 40,000 in his of-
fice in Jawahar
Chowk locality, said
Superintendent of
Police Manu Vyas. A
Rajgarh-based con-
tractor had com-
plained that Verma
had demanded Rs one
lakh “commission”
for releasing the secu-
rity deposit kept
against a contract
work and clearing the
bill payment, he said.

A tourist drinks water to
stay hydrated on a hot
summer day, at the Taj
Mahal, in Agra, Tuesday.

Puri, Jun 14 (PTI)

After a gap of two years,
thousands of devotees on
Tuesday witnessed the
bathing rituals of the
deities of Lord
Balabhadra, Devi
Subhadra, Lord
Jagannath and Lord
Sudarshan.

The rituals are conduct-
ed on the full moon day of
Jyestha’ (mid May-mid
June). Over two lakh devo-
tees have already assem-
bled in the pilgrim town to
witness the bathing ritu-
als, an official of the Shree
Jagannath Temple
Administration said.

On this occasion, the
deities are brought out
from the garbagriha’
(sanctum sanctorum) of
the Jagannath Temple at

Puri in a ceremonial pro-
cession and taken to the
Snan Mandap’ (bathing
platform) where they are
bathed. Snan Jatra’ was
conducted without public
participation in the last
two years due to COVID-19
pandemic. According to
tradition, the deities were
brought to the Snan
Mandap’, early in the
morning and the Pahandi’

concluded at around 6 am.
Later, a group of servitors
poured 108 pitchers of pu-
rified water, drawn from
the Suna Kua’ (golden
well) in the temple premis-
es, on the four deities.
After fetching water from
the Suna Kua’, the servi-
tors add herbal and aro-
matic essence to it before
performing Jalabhishek’
or water ritual.

Devotees witness Jagannath’s
bathing rituals after 2 years
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HONORARY DOCTORATE

EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, center, receives an honorary doctor-
ate from Ben-Gurion University of the Negev by the university president Daniel
Chamovitz, left, and professor Chaim Hames, right, in Beersheba, southern Israel,
Tuesday, June 14, 2022. 

BRIEF

Independence referendum 
London: Scottish
First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon is starting
her campaign for a
second independence
referendum on
Tuesday, arguing that
Scotland would be eco-
nomically better off
outside the United
Kingdom. Sturgeon,
who leads the Scottish
National Party as well
as the devolved gov-
ernment in Scotland,
says she will release
the first in a series of
papers laying out the
case for independence.
Scotland rejected inde-
pendence in a 2014 ref-
erendum, with 55% of
voters saying they
wanted to remain part
of the United
Kingdom.

Inflation package
Berlin: The Austrian
government on
Tuesday presented a
package of measures
aimed at cushioning
the impact of high in-
flation that includes
500-euro ( 523) pay-
ments for all residents
and a three-month
delay to a new levy on
carbon dioxide emis-
sions. The govern-
ment, a coalition of
Chancellor Karl
Nehammer’s conser-
vatives and the envi-
ronmentalist Greens,
put the price of imme-
diate measures at
about 5 billion euros
and said the package
will cost a total of 28
billion euros through
2026.

Reactivate ties
Dubai: Venezuelan
President Nicolas
Maduro visited
Kuwait on Monday
and spoke to the small,
oil-rich nation’s crown
prince, state media re-
ported. We are on this
necessary tour to reac-
tivate ties of work, co-
operation, commonali-
ty, solidarity, brother-
hood, Maduro said
from Kuwait in a tele-
vised conversation
with his collaborators
in Caracas. Maduro
spoke with Sheikh
Meshal Al Ahmed Al
Jaber at Kuwait
International Airport
alongside Maduro’s
delegation, including
his wife, Cilia Flores,
state-run KUNA news
agency reported, with-
out detailing their dis-
cussions.

University appointment
Washington: Texas
Governor Greg Abbott
has appointed eminent
Indian-American
Ashok A K Mago to
the University of
North Texas System
Board of Regents. This
is the second consecu-
tive term for Mago,
who is also the found-
ing chairman of the
Greater Dallas Indo-
American Chamber,
now known as the US-
INDIA Chamber. Mago
is a recipient of the
Pravasi Bhartiya
Samman in 2010 and
Padma Shri in 2014.

Brexit deal
London: The UK gov-
ernment has intro-
duced a legislation in
Parliament that would
override parts of the
landmark 2019 Brexit
agreement struck with
the European Union
(EU) when Britain left
the common economic
zone. While the British
government insists
the Northern Ireland
Protocol Bill is aimed
at fixing parts of the
Northern Ireland
Protocol, the EU is op-
posed to the move be-
cause it warns it goes
back on agreed terms
signed by British
Prime Minister Boris
Johnson over two
years ago.

Islamabad, Jun 14:  

The US expects Pakistan
to take sustained and indis-
criminate action against all
terrorist groups,
Washington’s new envoy
here has said, stressing that
America will continue to en-
gage partners, allies, and
key states around the world
on how best to address ter-
rorism. Ambassador Donald
Blome arrived in Pakistan
late last month to take over
the charge of the US mis-
sion. His immediate task
would be to ease the strained
ties and rebuild the bilateral

relations which had been
under stress for the last
many years due to the mis-
trust over the issue of ter-
rorism and the Afghan
Taliban. Ambassador Blome
in an interview with Dawn
newspaper on Monday hint-
ed that counterterrorism co-
operation will remain a
defining feature of the US-

Pakistan relationship for
some time to come.

He said the US was seek-
ing a strong partnership
with Pakistan on counterter-
rorism and expects from
Islamabad sustained and in-
discriminate action against
all terrorist groups. The am-
bassador was specifically
asked to clarify if the US
pursuit for strengthening
counterterrorism coopera-
tion with Pakistan included
negotiations over drone bas-
ing access closer to
Afghanistan, but he avoided
a direct reply. The United
States is committed to pre-
venting the re-emergence of
terrorist threats, in
Afghanistan or anywhere
else. Fighting terrorism is a
global effort,” he said. “We
will continue to engage part-

ners, allies, and key states
around the world on how
best to address terrorism, he
said while referring to
President Joe Biden’s state-
ment in which he had talked
about developing capabili-
ties and deploying assets in
the region to prevent the re-
emergence of terrorists
from over the horizon.

On Afghanistan, the
envoy said, the US would
work with Pakistan to press
the Taliban to prevent terrorist
groups from using Afghanistan
as a base for external opera-
tions and to meet the interna-
tional community’s expecta-
tions including pressing the
Taliban to adhere to their coun-
terterrorism commitments,
form an inclusive government,
and protect the rights of
women and girls.

US expects Pak to take sustained
and indiscriminate action 

Lahore, Jun 14: 

Pakistan’s ex-military
dictator General Pervez
Musharraf, who is in a UAE
hospital in a critical condi-
tion with no possibility of
recovery, may be brought
back to the country in an air
ambulance as the Army
stands by its former chief, a
media report said on
Tuesday.

Gen. Musharraf, 78, who
ruled Pakistan from 1999 to
2008, was charged with high
treason and given a death
sentence in 2019 for sus-
pending the Constitution.
His death sentence was
later suspended. The power-
ful military establishment
has offered the family of the
former president that it can
facilitate the return of Gen.
Musharraf if it wishes,

Dunya TV reported. “The
military contacted the fami-
ly of Gen. Musharraf and
offered its help in his treat-
ment and bringing him
back home,” it said. He may
be brought back to the coun-
try in an air ambulance, the
report said. “All arrange-
ments to bring Gen.
Musharraf back to
Pakistan (are) being made

after family’s consent and
doctors’ advice. This in-
cludes the air ambulance
The institution (of the
Army) stands by its ex-
chief,” TV anchor Kamran
Shahid said in a tweet.

His family has confirmed
that the ex-general is in hos-
pital and his recovery is not
possible. “Gen Musharraf
has been hospitalised for
the last three weeks due to a
complication of his ailment
(Amyloidosis). (He is) Going
through a difficult stage
where recovery is not possi-
ble and organs are malfunc-
tioning. Pray for ease in his
daily living,” his family said
in a statement on Friday.
Amyloidosis is a rare dis-
ease that occurs when an
abnormal protein builds up
in organs and interferes
with the normal function.

He was diagnosed with the
life-threatening disease
Amyloidosis in 2018 in the
UAE. Gen. Musharraf had
left for Dubai in March 2016
for medical treatment and
has not returned since. He
was declared a fugitive in
the assassination case of
former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto and the Red
Mosque cleric killing case.

In 2020, the Lahore High
Court declared “unconsti-
tutional” all actions taken
by the Nawaz Sharif gov-
ernment against
Musharraf, including the
filing of a complaint on
high treason charge and the
formation of a special court
as well as its proceedings,
leading to the abolition of
the death penalty handed
down to him by the trial
court.

Critically-ill Musharraf may be
brought back from UAE: Report

51-year-old Indian woman
jailed in Singapore

Singapore, Jun 14: 

A 51-year-old Indian-ori-
gin woman was on
Tuesday sentenced to
seven months’ jail by a
Singapore court for dup-
ing an Indian man and his
father of more than SGD
5,000 by masquerading as
a younger woman on a
matchmaking website.
Maliha Ramu had posted a
fake profile for a 25-year-
old single woman named
Keerthana on the Tamil
Matrimony website,
TODAY newspaper report-
ed. Maliha used her rela-
tive’s photographs and
avoided video calls by say-
ing she worked at an army
base overseas and was not

allowed to use a camera
phone. On Tuesday, she
pleaded guilty to two
cheating charges, with an-
other three similar counts
taken into consideration
for sentencing.

She had already served
jail time some 15 years ago
for similar offences com-
mitted in 2006 and 2007, in-
volving much larger sums
of money. In one case, she
befriended victims in
India and Australia, prom-
ising to marry them but
cheating them of SGD
225,000 instead. The court
heard that at the time of
her latest offences, she
was widowed and self-em-
ployed. In November 2018,
the father of her victim,
Govindandhanasekaran
Murallikrishna, signed
up for an account on the
matchmaking website to

find a partner for his 29-
year-old son. When the
victim’s father contacted
her through the website,
she asked him to call on
her home number and
speak to her mother.
However, Maliha’s mother
had died in 2002 and she
lived alone. She pretended
as Keerthana’s mother
and gave her approval for
Govindandhanasekaran
to speak to Keerthana.
From then on, posing as
Keerthana, Maliha spoke
to Govindandhanase
karan through WhatsApp
text messages and calls.
She told them that she
worked as a counsellor at
an army base in Australia
and was not allowed to
use a camera phone.
Because of that, she re-
jected his requests for
video calls.

Against all terrorist
groups, says new
American envoy

For duping man on
matchmaking website

Islamabad, Jun 14: 

Pakistan will default if
the government does not
abolish the subsidies on pe-
troleum products, Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail has
said, warning that the cash-
strapped country’s econo-
my could be in a similar po-
sition as that of Sri Lanka if
tough decisions were not
taken.

Ismail claimed that the
government was still giv-
ing Rs 19 subsidy on petrol

and Rs 53 subsidy on
diesel, adding that Sri
Lanka also gave subsidies
to its public and it, eventu-
ally, defaulted. Speaking
during Geo News’ pro-
gramme Capital Talk on
Monday night, Finance
Minister Ismail said the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has insisted on
abolishing the subsidies
on petroleum products.

The finance minister said
if the price of petrol and
electricity is not increased,
then the country will de-
fault. I have told the prime
minister that we have to
take tough decisions. The
prime minister is unhappy
with increasing the prices
of petroleum products...,
Miftah lamented.

Pak finance minister warns of default
if fuel subsidies not abolished Beirut, Jun 14:  

The U.S. envoy mediating
between Lebanon and Israel
over their disputed mar-
itime border met Lebanese
President Michel Aoun on
Tuesday in Beirut, the
president’s office said .
The talks focused on ways
of reaching a solution
amid rising tensions along
the tense boundary. Amos

Hochstein, a senior adviser
for energy security at the
U.S. State Department, ar-
rived in Beirut on Monday
following an invitation by
the Lebanese government.
The invitation came after

Israel set up a gas rig at its
designated location at the
Karish field, which Israel
says is part of its U.N.-recog-
nised exclusive economic
zone. Lebanon insists it is in
a disputed area.

US envoy talks with Lebanese on
border dispute with Israel

China city mayor apologises over COVID-19 lockdown response
Beijing, Jun 14: 

The mayor of a north-
eastern Chinese city on the
North Korean border that
had been under lockdown
for more than 50 days has
apologised for failures in
his administration’s work
amid widespread - but often
disguised - dissatisfaction
over the government’s
heavy-handed approach to
handling the pandemic.
Dandong Mayor Hao
Jianjun gave no specifics,
but said government work
and basic services had been
unsatisfactory, for which he
offered his apologies, ac-
cording to a statement is-
sued by the city govern-
ment late Monday. It is
highly unusual for a rank-
ing Communist Party offi-
cial to publicly concede er-
rors, particularly regard-
ing the hardline zero-
COVID policy that has
been repeatedly endorsed
by top officials under
President and party leader
Xi Jinping. Despite report-
ing only a handful of
cases, Dandong had seen
one of the strictest lock-
downs in China, with even
deliveries of food and
other necessities banned,
according to unofficial
sources. In his reported
comments at a meeting
with residents, Hao ac-

knowledged the sacrifices
made by the city’s 2.4 mil-
lion citizens, along with the

complaining voices” among
them over the government’s
work.
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Private 
tutoring 

Of late, the popularity of
private tutoring has
been on the increase. It
should not come as a sur-
prise at a time when
many a student has the
competitive spirit.
Needless to say that a
student can gain huge
positives from private
tuition as it negates sev-
eral problems of a class-
room. Few will deny that
in private tutoring, les-
sons can easily be tai-
lored to suit each stu-
dent, which is not possi-
ble in a larger class.
Private tuitions can as-
sist students with per-
sonalized one -to-one at-
tention and, hence, can
easily troubleshoot the
weak points in their
knowledge. However, one
should be very cautious
while picking a tutor.
Hiring a tutor who is
wanting in teaching
skills or qualifications
or is not well-suited to a
student will, no doubt,
do more harm than good.
But, receiving tuition
from a tutor who is well
versed in his field, or
whose personality the
student gets along with,
can indeed make a big
difference for him or her.

Dipen Gogoi, Teok,
Jorhat

Will the 
flood problem be

solved? 

Floods are an inevitable
fundamental problem of
our lives. There are
many reasons why peo-
ple have been suffering
from floods for years.
There are many novels
and films about floods.
There is politics about
floods. They build dams
and break dams. Floods,
landslides etc., are our
own disasters. There are
many reasons why
floods are increasing
day by day. In the era of
building houses in the
sky, it does not seem im-
possible to control
floods by controlling
rivers and planned ur-
banization. There are
many problems we have
created ourselves, like
building houses on the
slopes of the mountains,
destroying reservoirs,
sewers etc. But when
will this problem end?
Will floods remain an
issue without an effec-
tive solution? Twenty-
seven districts were re-
ported to have been af-
fected by the recent
floods. The Central
Gover nment and the
State Governments can
control floods if they
wish.

Paban Kumar Borah.
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Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
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WHAT THEY TWEET!

Harsh Goenka
@hvgoenka

I asked Swami Harshanand
“Amazon is in everything.
Anything they are miss-
ing?” He answered “Yes,

they should be in matrimo-
nial services. It is a block-
buster idea because they

have a 30 day return policy,
no questions asked.”

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii
@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp

Night musing: don’t think one has
seen so many senior Cong lead-

ers/MPs hit the street so energet-
ically for a price rise agitation as
we saw today in support of Rahul
Gandhi as he was questioned by
ED. Clearly the Cong has got its

priorities wrong/right? 

President of India
@rashtrapatibhvn

Temples are often much more than
places of worship. They are like the
sangam sthal, or the point of holy

confluence, of art, architecture, lan-
guage and knowledge traditions.

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy
SSuubbrraammaanniiaann

Swamy@Swamy39
Bambino is in a Catch 22

situation : If he speaks the
truth then he will be, for
confessing to a crime, he
will he arrested. If he tells
untruth which ED will be

able to recognise, then too
he will be arrested for

telling lies.

AAnnuuppaamm  KKhheerr@@AAnnuuppaammPPKKhheerr
Happy Birthday dearest #Kirron! May God give you all the happiness in the world. 

May you have a long, healthy & peaceful life!! May your life be full of laughter. You are God’s special person! May
@sikandarkher get married soon. Love & prayers always!@KirronKherBJP

PPrreessss  TTrruusstt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@PPTTII__NNeewwss
NCP leader Sharad Pawar said
no to being opposition parties'
nominee for presidential polls,
other names under considera-

tion: Sitaram Yechury.

After moving back and forth several times, it's perhaps an idea
whose time has come. An overarching regulatory body for higher
education -- Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) --
appears to be very much in the pipeline. The corridors of power
have been toying with the thought of having a single higher educa-
tion regulator for the past 10 years. The previous United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) government had moved a bill in the
Rajya Sabha, which was later withdrawn by the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) government after a change in regime at
the Centre. The need for the revamp of the higher education regu-
lator was also part of the Bharatiya Janata Party’s election mani-
festo ahead of the 2014 general elections. But the move never saw
the light of the day. The government is now likely to introduce a Bill
in the upcoming monsoon season of Parliament to set up an over-
arching regulatory body for higher education — Higher Education
Commission of India (HECI). The proposed commission will have
powers to enforce academic quality standards and order the clo-
sure of sub-standard institutions. Non-compliance could result in
fines or jail sentences. HECI is a key regulatory reform envisaged in
the National Education Policy, 2020 in which it was stated that “the
regulatory system is in need of a complete overhaul in order to re-
energise the higher education sector and enable it to thrive”. The
idea of an umbrella body of regulators actually preceded the NEP
2020, when in June 2018 the government uploaded a draft law titled,
‘Higher Education Commission of India Act, 2018 (Repeal of
University Grants Commission Act)’. As per the new education pol-
icy, regulation of higher education has been rife with very basic
problems, such as heavy concentrations of power within a few bod-
ies, conflicts of interest among these bodies, and a resulting lack of
accountability. As stated in the NEP 2020 and draft being readied at
the ministry of education (MoE), HECI will have four verticals —
National Higher Education Regulatory Council (NHERC) as a single
point regulator for the higher education sector; meta-accrediting
body called the National Accreditation Council (NAC); Higher
Education Grants Council (HEGC), which will carry out funding and
financing of higher education; and General Education Council
(GEC), which will frame expected learning outcomes for higher
education programmes. The proposed umbrella regulator will
absorb arts and science, technical and teacher education into its
fold, replacing several existing regulatory bodies, and also ensure a
level playing field for public and private players. Top foreign uni-
versities will be allowed to set up campuses in India. For students,
the biggest change may be the introduction of four-year under-
graduate degrees, with options for entry and exit at various stages,
a credit transfer system, and the abolition of the M Phil programme.

An idea whose 
time has come

Dr. Gyan PathakIn the absence of adequate social security for
migrant workers, their rural households of largely left-behind
women supported millions of migrant workers when they returned
after the COVID-19 pandemic struck the country and induced a
severe recession that also rendered small traders and operators of
microenterprises destitute and reduced the incomes of small-scale
farmers. It did not only highlight the weakness in state policy and
lack of resources, but also resulted in temporary loss of income,
increased inequality, and strengthened oligopoly structure of the
Indian economy.  It has been concluded by the latest ILO working
paper titled “Gendered Safety Nets and Growing Inequality:
Pandemic-induced Recession in India” on the basis of study of food
supply chains that found the gendered rural households functioned
as safety nets during the recession. Workers drew on and liquidat-
ed much of their savings to meet the immediate consumption needs
of their families. These savings are usually accumulated for lump-
sum expenses, such as children's education and marriages.
Reducing these savings is a manner of mortgaging the future of
workers and their families. This will affect the ability of these work-
ers to undertake capability upgrading, for themselves and for their
children. The collapse of education for the poor, and the high costs
of digital education, are not just a matter of losing a couple of years
of education. They will have severe impacts on the capabilities of
workers at the lowest level of the working class and are thus likely
to affect their lifetime earnings. The loss of education will particu-
larly affect Dalits in their ability to move out of caste-dictated
occupations, and affect the ability of both Dalits and Adivasis to
improve their positions in the labour market. Small-scale farmers
have liquidated their assets, including jewellery, and have incurred
debts. This will reduce their ability to undertake investments. If left
uncorrected, this economic shock is likely to result in small-scale
farmers being forced to sell their lands and becoming wage work-
ers or petty traders. Product markets, including auctions, are
becoming more concentrated with large players increasing market
share. Small-scale farmers have postponed their investments in
growth and upgrading in value chains. These factors along with the
fall in rural wages and the destitution of many small-scale traders
and farmers have a feedback effect on rural demand for consump-
tion goods purchased from urban industry. There are reports of
stagnation in the demand for two-wheeled vehicles, otherwise pur-
chased in substantial numbers by the rural population. This is in
stark contrast to the boom in the stock markets and in urban start-
ups, creating many new dollar millionaires and billionaires, with
two Indians currently competing to be the richest people in Asia.
The social security policy seen during the recession forced the rural
economy to accept the burden of sustaining laid-off urban workers.
Bound to urban migrants by family ties, rural households of left-
behind women and the elderly are forced to and will, of course, take
up this burden. As this study shows, the result has been destitution
and indebtedness of rural working people: wage workers, small-
scale farmers and petty traders. Instead of dealing with the prob-
lems of agricultural stability and growth, which were made worse
by the recession, the Government of India sought to bring in legis-
lation to increase the role of agricultural trading conglomerates in
agricultural marketing, thereby strengthening the role of trading
monopsonies in agriculture. The determined opposition of the farm-
ers' movement in some states, and the importance of the rural vote
in elections, seem to have forced a halt in these monopsonization
attempts as laws have been repealed and the Government has com-
mitted to minimum support prices for some crops. Unless policy
measures are taken to increase social security and capability
upgrading for workers and small-scale farmers, urban–rural
inequality, rural gender inequality and social inequality are all like-
ly to increase in the Indian economy. 

Workers, small traders and
farmers rendered destitute
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Principal Secretary to J&K Lieutenant Governor, Nitishwar Kumar visits holy cave shrine of Amarnath during Pratham Pooja in
Anantnag district, Tuesday.

Jay Shah@JayShah
I’m pleased to announce an

increase in the monthly pen-
sion of former cricketers (men
& women) and match officials.
Around 900 personnel will avail

of this benefit and close to
75% of personnel will be bene-

ficiaries of a 100% raise.

HOLY CAVE SHRINE OF AMARNATH

MM ost people know themselves better
than others. They know what they

are doing and what they are capable of.
Till a person does not utilize his or her
time and energy rightly and expresses his
or her highest potential there is no satis-
faction within them. It is said that the
greatest pain at the end of life is the
potential unexpressed. Most people know
that they have the capability to excel in a
certain field but they never reach that
stage and remain unhappy with them-
selves. Everybody knows their good and
bad habits; their right and wrong actions
and what they can become in their best
form. But most people lack the willpower
and determination to take responsibility
for their lives and try to improve them.
When they observe their lives and see a
lot of mess all around, they can't under-
stand which one to take care of and end
up doing nothing. They try to avoid think-
ing about the things that need to be
changed and try to find comfort in the
existing conditions. But till the thorn is not
taken out of the foot there will be pain and
discomfort. So, they pass their days being
miserable and can't sleep at night peace-
fully due to anxiety and depression.
Instead of taking responsibility and acting
for improvement, they start blaming and
complaining about other people and situ-
ations. Gradually they lack energy, and
enthusiasm and can't manage time prop-
erly to do anything to change their lives
and fall deeper into the pit they are
trapped in. Many people cocoon them-
selves in their small lives and find comfort
in it. They pass their days by keeping
themselves busy with little things. Their
potentials remain dormant within them
and the world is not benefited from them.
The people who are connected with them
and are dependent on them also suffer
because of them. Comfort and instant
pleasures are the greatest addictions that
hold a person back from taking charge of
life and building it. It stops the person
from discovering their hidden potential
and working on them to achieve success.
Dreams of such a person remain as a

dream which never gets fulfilled. When a
person gets addicted to comfort, he or she
finds out ways to do everything superfi-
cially instead of bringing out their best
performance. They just get it done some-
how instead of excelling in it and creating
a masterpiece. Such person procrasti-
nates on their work, projects, assign-
ments and dreams. They like to pass time
in leisure, luxury and entertainment then,
later on, complain about lack of time. The
things and activities that give a person
instant pleasure and satisfaction attract
the person easily. It is a strong trap and
very hard to get out of it.

Such persons will lie on the couch or
bed, plug in their earphones and keep
watching different things on their mobile
phones for hours. Many are addicted to
television serials, movies and net series,
many are addicted to online and offline
games, and many to social media and
online shopping. Such people find it diffi-
cult to leave their comfort zone and go out
in the real world for some work or to
interact with people. They do it only when
it is inevitable or when they are forced by
someone. They become unaware of time
and space. They are cut off from the real
world and people and live in a virtual
world with fake online friends. When they
face some problem, they don't find any-
body near them to help them. There are
thousands of online friends but when they
want to share their feelings there is
nobody they can trust or who is ready to
listen to them. They don't know that these
addictions to comfort and entertainment
is taking away the precious time in their
lives. One day they will become aware of
the truth and then realize that they have
not worked for self-improvement for a
long time and are lagging behind others in
many aspects of life. When they realize
that they need to fix their life they
become frightened and reluctant to take
the first step. They don't understand
where to start and in which direction to
go. But one should remember the
proverbs like 'journey of thousand miles
start with a single step' and 'the best time
to plant a tree was twenty-five years ago
and the next best time is today.

One should understand that the games
they are playing are the result of the hard
work and dedication of their creator, who
hustled days and nights to develop them.
If they stayed addicted to comfort and
procrastination, these could not have
been developed. What many people are
using for entertainment is an income
source for a few who worked for it. And
these people don't relax and enjoy their
success for a long time. Such people move
on to do the next higher work as soon as
one project is completed. Also, they have
to work continuously to maintain their

success intact and going. Similarly,
movies, serials and other shows we keep
watching are the results of hard work,
dedication and discipline of the actors,
director and all other crew members.
They are relentless and consistent in their
actions to complete the project success-
fully. They don't relax and enjoy the luxu-
ry they have earned. During their prime
time, they work for many hours a day.
Sometimes they work on several projects
simultaneously. Soon after completing a
film, they focus on the next one. They
have to follow strict discipline to keep
them fit, look good and remain presenta-
ble all the time. They are always followed
by a camera and their every action
becomes news. They take calculated
diets, exercise regularly, learn and prac-
tise different skills related to their profes-
sion and are constantly engaged in devel-
oping themselves. One who will stagnate
will be replaced by someone better as
there are always people waiting in the
queue with talent. They have to sacrifice
many things and bear a lot of pain and dis-
comfort on their road to success. Once
they are committed to a project, they have
to be present on time and location as a lot
of other people are involved and they have
to work in synchronization. 

They rehearse several times before the
final performance so that they get the
perfect shot. They try to put forward their
best performance every time. They have
to move to different locations and stay
away from home and family and work
according to the demand of the script.
After several years of hard work and ded-
ication, they become popular. The sports
stars we watch playing and following also
left their comfort zone long ago. They
have to overcome many obstacles, suffer
many losses and embrace a lot of pain
before becoming world-class in their field.
The skills they possess are the result of
years of hard work, discipline, dedication
and sacrifices they made. They have gone
through failures, rejection, and injuries
and suffered a lot of physical, mental and
emotional pain to reach the height of their
career. People recognize them only after
they are successful but during their strug-
gle, they were fighting alone. Everyone
sticks to the one who succeeds and their
story is heard by all. But when they were
hustling very few were there to support
and encourage them. After becoming
famous they are provided everything but
during their grooming period, they had to
struggle for very little things. They had to
practise every day for hours with faith and
determination. Nobody knows whether
they will be successful till they become.
But those who don't quit are the ones who
do it. According to the ten thousand hours
rule, if a person works hard and sincerely

for ten thousand hours or for ten hours on
any field, skill or talent he or she becomes
a master in that. So, genuine talent and
success are not easy but take years of
practice before becoming perfect and
world-class. According to a new concept
of epigenetics, it is found that a person
can overcome their genetic weaknesses
through consistent hard work. So, genet-
ics cannot be an excuse for anybody to be
the best in what they do or who they
become. By nature, every human-like to
feels important, appreciated and to be in
the limelight. For that many people are
finding easy shortcuts to present them-
selves and get instant results. Social
media is full of such pictures, reels and
posts. But most of them are superficial,
average or fake. That's why only one in
lakhs succeed on such platforms. Those
who succeed also worked hard and con-
sistently for that. They are focused on
developing their own content and improv-
ing themselves by learning from others
and from their own mistakes. They don't
waste time watching what others are
doing and then comparing and competing
with them. They find their own unique tal-
ent and path to success. They also follow
a disciplined lifestyle and work on their
craft regularly to come up with out-of-
the-box content. Succeeding once in a
while is not enough. One has to be consis-
tent and persistent in their work. They
have to keep improving and evolving with
time. 

After years of good work, they are rec-
ognized and become successful. So, to be
successful one has to leave the comfort
zone and embrace some discomfort.
Every pain one suffers and survives makes
him or her stronger and wiser. So, one
should not try to avoid pain but rather
take some consciously. For example, wak-
ing up early and exercising regularly seem
to be painful in the beginning but the out-
come is precious. To follow discipline, one
has to give up some habits and adopt
some new ones even if one does not like
them. One has to eat consciously and
sleep adequately to be physically and
mentally fit. One has to learn and develop
their skills regularly to succeed in their
profession. One has to give up some luxu-
ries and entertainment so that they can
create some time and space for their hob-
bies, crafts and talents. One should start
by taking small but consistent steps
towards their goal from wherever they are
and with whatever they have.
Procrastinating will never let one accom-
plish anything. Greatest intentions and
perfect plans are useless if one does not
take action on it. Only by strong willpow-
er and persistent hard work one can bring
some difference in their life and the
world.

Leaving comfort zone for self-improvement
DR SUMAN BHARALI



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  WEDNESDAY, JUNE  15,  2022

BRIEF

Bridge construction

New Delhi: Union
Minister for Road
Transport and
Highways Nitin
Gadkari on Tuesday
said the project for the
construction and
maintenance of a
cable-stayed bridge
across the river
Chambal on Kota by-
pass on NH-76 of the
east-west corridor in
Rajasthan has been
completed. In a series
of tweets, Gadkari
said the 1.4 kilometres
long cable-stayed
bridge across
Chambal river was
built with a total capex
(capital expenditure)
of Rs 214 crore. He
said the bridge is the
part of Kota bypass
and part of the east-
west corridor from
Porbander (Gujarat)
to Silcher (Assam).

iPads purchase
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has allowed
its employees to pur-
chase iPads by avail-
ing computer ad-
vance. In an office
memorandum, the
Department of
Expenditure under
the finance ministry
said it has received re-
quests seeking clarifi-
cation on whether
iPad comes under the
definition of personal
computer for the pur-
pose of grant of com-
puter advance. "It has
been decided that an
official can also pur-
chase an iPad by avail-
ing computer advance
subject to other condi-
tions...," the depart-
ment said.

Drone rules 

New Delhi: Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia on Tuesday
granted the first type
certificate under the
new drone rules,
which was issued on
August 25 last year, to
IoTechWorld
Avigation. "Under the
Drone Rules 2021, a
type certificate is is-
sued for specific type
of unmanned aircraft
system (drone) by the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
on the recommenda-
tion of the Quality
Council of India (QCI)
or an authorised test-
ing entity," the avia-
tion ministry said on
Twitter. Drone manu-
facturers are free to
approach any certifi-
cation body approved
by the QCI for their
type certificate test re-
ports, it mentioned.

Merchandise
exports 

Mumbai: The coun-
try's total merchandise
exports are likely to be
at USD 117.2 billion in
the first quarter of
FY23, according to
India Exim Bank. The
total merchandise ex-
ports stood at USD 95.5
billion in the correspon-
ding quarter of the pre-
vious year, the bank
said on Monday. Non-oil
exports continue to wit-
ness a double-digit
growth of 12.6 per cent,
amounting to USD 93
billion, during the first
quarter (April-June) of
2022-23, compared to
USD 82.6 billion in the
year-ago period.

BUDGET PRESENTATION

Uttarakhand Finance Minister Prem Chand Aggrawal with Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami arrives to present the state budget, on the first day of the Budget
Session of the State Assembly, in Dehradun, Tuesday, June 14.

New Delhi, Jun 14: 

Wholesale price-based
inflation surged to a
record high of 15.88 per
cent in May as crude
prices rose and heatwave
brought about a spike in
prices of vegetables and
fruits, strengthening the
possibility of a further in-
terest rate hike by the
Reserve Bank. The
Wholesale Price Index
(WPI)-based inflation
maintained its increasing
trajectory for the third
month in a row, and re-
mained in double digits for
the 14th consecutive
month since April last
year.

"The high rate of infla-
tion in May 2022 is prima-
rily due to rise in prices of
mineral oils, crude petro-
leum and natural gas, food
articles, basic metals, non-
food articles, chemicals

and chemical products
and food products etc. as
compared to the corre-
sponding month of the
previous year," the com-
merce and industry min-
istry said in a statement.

The Wholesale Price
Index (WPI)-based infla-
tion was 15.08 per cent in
April and 13.11 per cent in
May last year.

Considering the old se-
ries, the last time WPI in-
flation was higher than
this was in August 1991,

when it was at 16.06 per
cent. Inflation in food
items crossed the double-
digit mark after a gap of 4
months as vegetables, po-
tato, wheat and protein-
rich items saw the price
rise. Inflation in onion,
however, saw easing at (-)
20.40 per cent.

Inflation in food articles
in May was 12.34 per cent,
against 8.35 per cent in the
previous month. The last
time, it had recorded the
double-digit print was in

January at 10.40 per cent.
The rate of price rise in

vegetables was 56.36 per
cent, potato (24.83 per
cent), wheat (10.55 per
cent) and egg, meat and
fish (7.78 per cent). In the
fuel and power basket, in-
flation was 40.62 per cent,
while in manufactured
products and oil seeds, it
was 10.11 per cent and 7.08
per cent, respectively.
Inflation in crude petrole-
um and natural gas was
79.50 per cent in May.
Retail inflation in May
eased to 7.04 per cent, from
7.8 per cent in April, but
remained above the
Reserve Bank's inflation
target for the fifth straight
month.

To tame stubbornly
high inflation, the RBI
hiked its key interest rate
by 40 basis points in May
and 50 basis points in
June. The central bank,
last week, also raised the
inflation projection by 100
basis points to 6.7 per cent
for 2022-23.

WPI inflation spikes to
record 15.88% in May

̈ As heatwave
stokes food prices

New Delhi, Jun 14:  

The country's largest
lender SBI has raised its
deposit and lending rates
following the Reserve
Bank's repo rate hike last
week. SBI said interest
rates have been raised by
0.20 per cent on domestic
term deposits of below Rs
2 crore for select tenors.
The revised interest rates
on retail domestic term de-
posits (below Rs 2 crore)
come into effect from June
14, 2022, State Bank of
India (SBI) said on its web-
site.

For deposits of 211 days
to less than 1 year, the
lender will offer interest
rate at 4.60 per cent, as
against 4.40 per cent earli-
er. Senior citizens will be
offered an interest of 5.10
per cent as against 4.90 per
cent earlier. Likewise, for
domestic term deposits of
1 year to less than 2 years,
customers can earn inter-

est of 5.30 per cent, up by
0.20 per cent. For senior
citizens, the interest rate
will be higher by similar
margin at 5.80 per cent. On
tenor of 2 years to less
than 3 years, SBI has
raised the interest rate to
5.35 per cent from 5.20 per
cent, while senior citizens
can earn 5.85 per cent as
against 5.70 per cent earli-
er. The lender has also re-
vised the interest rates on
domestic bulk term de-
posits of Rs 2 crore and
above for select tenors by
up to 0.75 per cent. For
tenors of 1 year to less
than 2 years, customers
having bulk deposits will
earn interest at 4.75 per
cent from 4 per cent earli-
er, with effect from June
14, 2022. For senior citi-
zens, the new rate will be
5.25 per cent as against 4.50
per cent. "Premature
penalty for bulk term de-
posits for all tenors will be
1 per cent. It will be appli-

cable for all new deposits
including renewals. The
revised rates of interest
shall be made applicable to
fresh deposits and re-
newals of maturing de-
posits," SBI said. The
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) had last week hiked
the repo rate by 0.50 per
cent to 4.90 per cent. Repo
is the short term lending
rate RBI charges to the
banks. SBI has also re-
vised by up to 0.20 per cent
the marginal cost of fund
based lending rates
(MCLR) with effect from
June 15, 2022.

The benchmark one-
year MCLR has been re-
vised upwards to 7.40 per
cent from the existing rate
of 7.20 per cent. Most of
the consumer loans such
as auto, home and person-
al loans are linked to
MCLR. The overnight to
three-year tenor MCLRs
have been raised to 7.05-
7.70 per cent.

SBI hikes deposit, lending rates
New Delhi, Jun 14:  

Chief Economic
Adviser (CEA) V Anantha
Nageswaran on Tuesday
said India would become
a USD 5 trillion economy
by 2026-27 and USD 10 tril-
lion by 2033-34.
Addressing an event or-
ganised by UNDP India,
Nageswaran said India is
relatively better placed
than other emerging
economies.

"On the face of it, looks
optimistic, even ambi-
tious, but if we get to USD
5 trillion by 2026-27. "We
are now USD 3.3 trillion,
it is not such a difficult
target to reach. Then if
you simply assume 10 per
cent nominal GDP growth
in dollar terms, then you
get to USD 10 trillion by
2033-34 and another dou-
bling with the same rate,"
he said. In 2019, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

envisioned to make India
a USD 5 trillion economy
and global powerhouse by
2024-25. The CEA said
there is a need for climate
tagging of the budget.
"GDP is the worst meas-
ure of economic activities
but for all others. Because
everything else you take,
comes with their own lim-
itations and serious sub-
jectivity," he noted. The
World Bank has cut
India's economic growth
forecast for the current
fiscal to 7.5 per cent as ris-
ing inflation, supply
chain disruptions, and
geopolitical tensions
taper recovery.

India would become USD 5-trillion
economy by 2026-27: CEA

Chennai, Jun 14: 

Switch Mobility, the
electric vehicle division of
Hinduja Group flagship
Ashok Leyland, on
Tuesday unveiled electric
bus -- EiV12 --, eyeing to
garner a major chunk of
the electric vehicle indus-
try, equipped with a host of
customer-friendly fea-
tures. With today's launch,
the company aims to serve
inter-city, intra-city, staff
transportation, school seg-
ment among other sectors,
according to company offi-
cials.

The buses will be avail-
able in variants based on
travel which ranges be-
tween 100km to 300km on a
single charge. According
to company Director and
Chief Executive Officer
Mahesh Babu, Switch
Mobility was in discussion
with several state govern-

ments for the launch of
these electric buses.
Talking to reporters after
unveiling the buses here,
he said, the bus will be
priced about Rs 70 lakh to
Rs one crore and will be
carrying 65 per cent locali-
sation levels. "We are in
discussions with several
state governments for
these electric buses. talks
are on with the Tamil
Nadu government," he
said. Company chairman
Dheeraj Hinduja said

Switch Mobility has ear-
marked 300 million
pounds as investments to
be spread over next three
years. "The investments
will be for developing new
product range and plans
include setting up of new
technology development
centre," he said.

To a query, he said the
company was aiming to
bring in 'commanalities'
on the EV buses sold in
India, Europe and in other
markets.

Switch Mobility unveils electric bus EiV12

Mumbai, Jun 14:  

Non-banking financial
companies are likely to wit-
ness close to Rs 18 lakh
crore of their outstanding
debt getting repriced at
higher levels in FY23 amid
the rising interest rate sce-
nario, Crisil Ratings said in
a report on Tuesday. The
agency expects borrowing
cost of NBFCs (Non-
Banking Financial
Companies) to go up by 85-
105 basis points (bps) in this
fiscal owing to recent hikes
in repo rate by 90 basis
points in two tranches and
an expected rise of another
75 bps in the remaining fis-
cal. The agency said an
analysis of its rated NBFCs
shows, "Rs 15 lakh crore of
debt, or around 65 per cent
of outstanding debt as on

March 31, 2022, is due for
repricing this fiscal owing
to interest reset or maturity.
Another Rs 3 lakh crore of
incremental debt is likely to
be raised to support expect-
ed growth in lending."
Banks remain a major fund-
ing resource for NBFCs.
The share of banks in
NBFCs' total borrowings
has increased to 34 per cent
in March 2022 from 27 per
cent in March 2018. The
agency said the impact of
rate hikes will vary based
on the mix of fixed and
floating rate borrowings in
NBFC portfolios. Earlier,
transmission of such rate
changes made by the RBI
used to happen with a lag.
However, with banks' float-
ing loans now benchmarked
to external gauges such as
the repo since October 2019,

the pass-through is relative-
ly quicker compared with
loans linked to the Marginal
Cost of funds-based
Lending Rate (MCLR). "Our
study shows increases or de-
creases in MCLR over the
past five fiscals have not
kept pace with the changes
in the repo rate. At the same
time, interest rates on repo-
linked bank facilities do re-
flect such changes very
quickly," the agency's senior
director and deputy chief
ratings officer Krishnan
Sitaraman said. In home
loans, constituting 35-40 per
cent of Assets Under
Management (AUM),
NBFCs should be able to
pass on the higher rates to
both existing and new
clients since lending rates
here are primarily floating
in nature, the report said.

New Delhi, Jun 14: 

India's palm oil imports
declined by 33.20 per cent to
5,14,022 tonne during May
this year, but there was
sharp rise in shipment of
RBD palmolein oil by re-
fineries, industry body
Solvent Extractors
Association (SEA) said on
Tuesday. India, the world's
leading vegetable oil buyer,
imported 7,69,602 tonnes of
palm oils in May 2021. The
country's total vegetable oil
imports declined to
10,05,547 tonne in May this
year, compared to 12,13,142
tonne in the year-ago peri-
od. The share of palm oil is
about 50 per cent of the
country's total vegetable oil
imports.

According to the SEA,
Indonesia has lifted the ban
on export of palm oil with
some conditions from May
23 and also reduced export

tax. This will increase ex-
ports from Indonesia and
have a dampening effect on
global prices. Among palm
oil products, import of
crude palm oil (CPO) de-
clined to 4.09 lakh tonnes in
May this year, from 7.55
lakh tonnes in the year-ago
period, as per the SEA data.
However, the import of
RBD palmolein rose
sharply to 1 lakh tonnes
from 2,075 tonnes, while
that of crude palm kernel
oil (CPKO) declined to 4,265
tonnes from 11,894 tonnes
in the said period. Among
soft oils, the import of soy-
abean oil increased sharply
to 3.73 lakh tonnes in May
this year, as against 2.67
lakh tonnes in the same pe-
riod of the previous year.
Whereas import of sun-
flower oil fell marginally to
1.18 lakh tonnes, as against
1.75 lakh tonnes in the said
period.

India’s palm oil imports
dip 33 pc in May: SEA

NBFCs to see Rs 18 lakh crore loans
getting repriced in FY23: Crisil

New Delhi, Jun 14:  

Skoda Auto India on
Tuesday said it has crossed
200 customer touchpoint
mark across the country
with plans to cross 250 out-
let milestone by the end of
the year. The first half of
2022 has been a product on-
slaught for the automaker
with the new Kodiaq, Slavia
and the new Kushaq Monte
Carlo, the Czech carmaker
said in a statement.

While the product offen-
sive brought about one
phase of India 2.0 strategy,
another phase of the proj-
ect, improving customer
satisfaction, has also been
gathering momentum with
the company crossing 205
plus customer touchpoints
across 123 cities in all four
regions of the country, it
added.

Skoda Auto India
crosses 200 customer

touchpoint mark

Ahmedabad,  Jun 14: 

Adani, India's fastest-growing
diversified business portfolio,
and energy supermajor
TotalEnergies of France, have
entered into a new partnership
to jointly create the world's
largest green hydrogen ecosys-
tem. In this strategic alliance,
TotalEnergies will acquire 25%
minority interest in Adani New
Industries Ltd (ANIL) from
Adani Enterprises Ltd (AEL).
The new partnership, centered
on green hydrogen, is expect-
ed to transform the energy
landscape both in India and
globally. Both Adani and
TotalEnergies are pioneers in
energy transition and clean
energy adoption, and this joint
energy platform further

strengthens the public ESG
commitments made by both
companies. ANIL's ambition is
to invest over USD 50 billion
over the next 10 years in green
hydrogen and associated
ecosystem. In the initial phase,
ANIL will develop green hydro-
gen production capacity of 1
million ton per annum before
2030. k"The strategic value of

the Adani-TotalEnergies rela-
tionship is immense at both
the business level and the
ambition level," said Mr.
Gautam Adani, Chairman,
Adani Group.  "In our journey
to become the largest green
hydrogen player in the world,
the partnership with
TotalEnergies adds several
dimensions that include R&D,

market reach and an under-
standing of the end consumer.
This fundamentally allows us
to shape market demand. This
is why I find the continued
extension of our partnership to
hold such great value. Our
confidence in our ability to
produce the world's least
expensive electron is what will
drive our ability to produce the
world's least expensive green
hydrogen. This partnership will
open up a number of exciting
downstream pathways."
"TotalEnergies' entry into ANIL
is a major milestone in imple-
menting our renewable and
low carbon hydrogen strategy,
where we want to not only
decarbonize the hydrogen used
in our European refineries by
2030, but also pioneer the

mass production of green
hydrogen to meet demand, as
the market will take off by the
end of this decade." said Mr.
Patrick Pouyanné, Chairman
and CEO of TotalEnergies. "We
are also very pleased with this
agreement, which further
strengthens our alliance with
the Adani Group in India and
contributes to the valorization
of India's abundant low-cost
renewable power potential.
This future production capacity
of 1 million ton per annum of
green hydrogen will be a major
step in increasing
TotalEnergies' share of new
decarbonized molecules
including biofuels, biogas,
hydrogen, and e-fuels to 25%
of its energy production and
sales by 2050."

Adani and TotalEnergies to create the world’s largest green hydrogen ecosystemWTO should allow food exports from public
stock to help countries in need: Goyal

Geneva, Jun 14: 

India on Monday strong-
ly suggested the WTO to
permit exports of
food grains from
public stocks for in-
ternational food aid
and for humanitari-
an purposes, espe-
cially on govern-
ment-to-government
basis, as the UN's World
Food Programme was not
able to ramp up its supplies
to help needy nations.
During an agri interven-
tion in a WTO session, com-
merce and industry minis-
ter Piyush Goyal said that
the World Food Programme
(WFP) over the last few
years has demonstrated its

inability to really ramp up
supplies to the countries in
distress. The United
Nation's World Food

Programme works in
over 120 countries
and territories to sup-
ply life-saving food to
people displaced by
conflict or made des-
titute by disasters.
Citing data, the min-

ister said that in 2020-21, the
WFP programme can only
procure 4.47 million tonnes
at a cost of about USD 1.7
billion, which by itself is
grossly inadequate to serve
in the interest of humani-
tarian crisis or a problem
that is faced by many coun-
tries in terms of their food
security.

H
ungama Play, a leading OTT
platform owned by Hungama
Digital Media, today launched

its latest Hindi original show, Dhappa.
Headlining the anthology is an ensem-
ble cast led by TV and film actors such
as Monalisa, Jay Bhanushali, Abigail
Pande, Krissann Barretto, Vishal
Singh, Sanam Johar, Smriti Khanna,
Abhishek Kapur, Samridh Bawa,

Dishank Arora, Sakshi Sharma,
Varunn Jain and Mohit

Duseja. Dhappa has five
unique love stories, each

with a peculiar twist
and hints of comedy
and drama.
Love is pure and eter-

nal, but not all stories of
romance are smooth,
especially those that

come with their share
of suspicious glares and
are often turned into
juicy gossip. Dhappa is a

collection of five such sto-
ries of romance. Whether it is a cou-

ple struggling to buy
contraceptives in a town
where everyone knows
everyone, a professor being
friends with her young stu-
dent, a bride-to-be who con-
ceives a little earlier, than expect-
ed, or two friends who are being
forced by their families to tie the knot, a
sudden funeral disturbing the plan of a

couple planning to enjoy their wedding
night before the actual night, these cou-
ples try their best to save their relation-
ship from the prying eyes of their rela-
tives and neighbors. Only time will tell
if they will succeed, or not. Watch the
show to find out how they dodge every
obstacle to save their love life.

Actor Monalisa, on her part, adds, “It
feels wonderful to be a part of Dhappa.
The fact that couples in smaller towns
face a lot of stigmas to stay close to each
other is a revelation for sure. Their love
life is much like the hide and seek
game. My character, Mira is a young at
heart woman who is somewhat trapped
in the mundane married life.

Mugdha Godse talks about
her experience of working

on ‘The Broken News’

Actress Mugdha Veira Godse, who made a scintillating debut
with Madhur Bhandarkar's 'Fashion' is currently enjoying the

positive response to her new web show 'The Broken News'
where she features along with Jaideep Ahlawat, Sonali Bendre
and Shriya Pilgaonkar. Recently, she spoke about her character
in the show and her experience of working with the cast.
Expressing her excitement, the actress said, "My character in
'The Broken News' is super exciting and important too. I'm play-
ing a politician's role and that has required quite some research
and conscious acting." Breaking down her screen presence, she
said, "My scenes were mostly Jaideep but the ones with Sonali
are my favorites as we had an awesome time on set.
She is a gem of a person, also the entire team
was just perfect and I had a great time
working with them."
She further revealed how she got on
board for the project, "Since the pro-
ducers had already seen me in
'Bloody Brothers' - their previ-
ous series, they
approached me for the
part (in 'The Broken
News'). After meeting
with the director
and reading the
part, I was
eager to take
the part since
it was chal-
lenging
and really
fresh."

T
he audience wants
fresh, new, and enter-
taining films, and Zee

Cinema is responding to the
audience’s demand with a
fully-Taaza movie line-up of
the recent superhits. The
channel flags-off the season
of biggest new blockbusters
with their ‘Taaza Hai Toh
Mazza Hai’ campaign for
cinephiles jinke seene me
hai cinema. It’s time to re-
fresh your life with smash-
ing television movie pre-
mieres. Expect the best of
entertainment and big hits
that broke the box-office
with performances from
the best of the best like
Akshay Kumar, Alia Bhatt,
John Abraham,
Ramcharan, NTR Jr., Tiger
Shroff, Kangana Ranaut
and many others.

Fuelling audiences ever-
growing appetite for enter-
tainment, Zee Cinema’s
larger-than-life premieres
and spectacular refreshing
line-up will light up your
homes with the must-watch
and record-breaking film
premieres. This summer,
experience the game-chang-

er film that touched an emo-
tional chord of an entire na-
tion and received tremen-
dous response from the au-
dience with the brilliant
The Kashmir Files. Later,
get ready to be a part of the
quest entailing sacrifice
and patriotism, with the
high-octane raw action film
– Attack, starring John
Abraham and Rakul Preet
Singh. Elevating the enter-
tainment quotient is the
first ever collaboration be-
tween Alia Bhatt and the vi-

sionary craftsman of cine-
ma, Sanjay Leela Bhansali,
with Gangubai Kathiawadi.
One of the biggest female-
led films of today’s time, the
delicate emotions, immacu-
late performances, and a
great story is what makes
the film a must watch.

The hits keep on coming!
The plethora of fresh top-
rated forthcoming titles on
Zee Cinema also include
world television premiere of
glory of Indian cinema and
India’s highest grossing

blockbuster SS
Rajamouli’s RRR.
Superstar Akshay
Kumar’s Bachchan
Pandey, much-loved action
star Tiger Shroff ’s
Heropanti 2, Jersey star-
ring Shahid Kapoor,
Bollywood’s fearless queen
Kangana Ranuat’s Dhaakad
and many more.

Zee Cinema is set to fill
your homes and life with
the Taaza new blockbusters
– because Taaza Hai Toh
Mazza Hai!

Zee Cinema brings ‘Taaza Hai
Toh Mazza Hai’ Campaign A

mber Heard has given
her first sit-down inter-
view following the verdict

against her in her latest legal battle
with ex-husband Johnny Depp, reports

'Variety'.
In an interview with Savannah

Guthrie of the American television net-
work NBC's 'Today' show, Heard said she

understands why the Virginia jury
reached their verdict in favour of Depp.

"I don't blame them," Heard told Guthrie,
according to 'Variety'. "I actually understand.

He's a beloved character and people feel they
know him. He's a fantastic actor." The news-

based show is scheduled to go on air on
Wednesday.

Referring to the extended negative social
media coverage she faced, Heard said she be-
lieved her treatment had been unfair. A clip
from the interview was carried on Monday on
the Twitter handle of the 'Today' show.

"I don't care what one thinks about me or
what judgments you want to make about what
happened in the privacy of my home, in my
marriage, behind closed doors," Heard said. "I
don't presume the average person should know
those things. And so I don't take it personally."

Heard continued: "But even somebody who
is sure I'm deserving of all this hate and vitri-
ol, even if you think that I'm lying, you still
couldn't look me in the eye and tell me that
you think on social media there's been a fair
representation. You cannot tell me that you
think that this has been fair."

Last month, a jury in Virginia ruled that
Heard had defamed Depp in a 2018
'Washington Post' op-ed published under her
byline. In it, she spoke about being a victim of
domestic violence. Heard was ordered to pay

Depp $10 million in compensatory damages
and $350,000 in punitive damages after he suc-

cessfully persuaded the court that his career
and reputation had been damaged as a re-

sult of the article.
Depp had previously lost a similar
case in the U.K. after he sued the red-

top tabloid 'The Sun' over an article
which called him a "wifebeater". In

that case a judge ruled there was
sufficient evidence to back up

the allegation.

ACROSS

1. Lumber source

5. Beyond

9. Takes a break

14. Curtain holders

15. Female singer

16. ____ Banks of baseball

17. Not genuine

19. Hoisting machine

20. Choose

21. Cautious

22. Lasso user

23. Hair coloring

24. Part of mph

25. Nab

28. Party

30. Public notices

33. Raise

34. Railroad station

35. Regulation

36. Keepsake

39. Unpleasant sight

41. Psychic letters

42. Assisted

44. Leg part

45. French preposition

46. Teen's dance

47. Least rainy

49. Female deer

50. Nobleman

52. Christmas song

55. Mixed greens

56. In good shape

59. Stage remark

60. Square dance figure

62. Beatle beatkeeper

63. Spanish water

64. Steel ingredient

65. Seized

66. Agrees silently

67. Fur

DOWN

1. Three musicians

2. Frolic

3. Revise text

4. Washington, DC time zone

5. Inventor's protection

6. Foreigner

7. What cabinets are used for

8. Acting award

9. Make again

10. Baseball blunder

11. Metal fastener

12. Fork prong

13. Soothsayer

18. Pub offerings

23. Not there

24. Scheme

25. Carrying weapons
26. ____ Witherspoon of "Just Like
Heaven"
27. Highway entrances
29. Mimicked
30. Without company
31. Is bold
32. Like honey
34. Extinct creature
37. ____ Bonaparte
38. Become weary
40. Rind
43. Trade restriction
47. Serious plays
48. Took a bus
49. Evade
51. Orally
52. Wagon
53. Vietnam's continent
54. Ice arena
55. Stretch across
56. Bus money
57. Revered one
58. Portable shelter
61. Small bite
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Today you might decide to do some
repairs or decorating in your home. You'll
have a lot of good ideas welling up from
deep within you, Aquarius, and be astute
enough to put them to work in the real
world. You might not feel much like talk-
ing, however. Therefore, don't be sur-
prised if communication is more subtle
than overt today.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Communicating with a current or poten-
tial romantic partner could involve a lot of
subtlety, finding a way to enjoy each
other's company while not divulging too
much. You're likely to feel especially pas-
sionate today, Pisces. Take care of your
health and look your best. Your aesthetic
sense is especially high right now. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Your communications could bring up the
subject of the world economy and what it's
going to mean to individuals today. You
could be contemplating and maybe even
discussing your financial future. This is a
good time to make such plans, Aries, as
your mind is logical and intuitive today.
Write down any ideas or insights that come
your way. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you might receive a phone call from
a friend you haven't seen for a while. An
intense and emotional conversation could
follow, Taurus. Stimulating news could
have you preoccupied for a while. Spiritual
activities could also take up much of your
time. Listening to someone speak might
cause you to feel more insightful than
usual. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You generally enjoy philosophy, meta-
physics, and other forms of higher thought,
Gemini, but today you could find yourself
almost obsessive about them. You might
decide to sequester yourself and concen-
trate on these concepts. This is a great day
to do this because intellect combines with
intuition to enable you to understand and
make sense of abstract ideas. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Discussions involving a group you're affili-
ated with could lead to some deep sub-
jects, such as philosophy, metaphysics, sci-
ence - or all three. Your mind should be
quick and sharp today, Cancer, on both a
logical and an intuitive level. You'll proba-
bly soak up just about everything you hear.
You could give it a lot of thought, and yes,
you should be able to make sense of it all.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today you might decide to do some
repairs or decorating in your home. You'll
have a lot of good ideas welling up from
deep within you, Leo, and be astute
enough to put them to work in the real
world. You might not feel much like talk-
ing, however. Therefore, don't be sur-
prised if communication is more subtle
than overt today.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Communicating with a current or poten-
tial romantic partner could involve a lot of
subtlety, finding a way to enjoy each
other's company while not divulging too
much. You're likely to feel especially pas-
sionate today, Virgo. Take care of your
health and look your best. Your aesthetic
sense is especially high right now. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

An increased psychological awareness
and heightened intuition could have you
tuning in to the thoughts and feelings of
family members before they even know
what they want, Libra. You might be
able to pick up the thoughts of
strangers. This is the day to trust your
inner voice, especially when it comes to
making plans with others. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The focus today is on families, with special
emphasis on children. You might spend
time telling stories today. Someone with
whom you're in contact could be dealing
with some powerful emotional issues and
not want company. There isn't much you
can do, Scorpio. Let the person know
you're there and then leave them alone. In
the meantime, others are in a festive mood. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Others, particularly family members, might
be rather quiet today. It could seem as if
everyone is running around like crazy but not
sharing what's on their minds. You'll have to
trust your intuition when you need to know
what they're up to, Sagittarius. Writing could
come from deep within, whether through let-
ters, poetry, or novels, allowing you to
express a facet you don't often see. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Communication, particularly with family
members and romantic partners, could take
place more subtly than verbally today.
Nonetheless, Capricorn, you'll sense strong
love and support from everyone. Romance,
especially, should be intense and sensual,
so this is a great day to schedule an evening
alone with a lover if possible. k

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Amber lashes 

out a social media, 

but says Depp is a

‘beloved character’

A
ctress Pranitha Subhash,
who was recently blessed
with a girl, has now penned

an appreciation post for her moth-
er, Jayashri, a gynaecologist by
profession. Taking to Instagram,
Pranitha said, "Appreciation post
for my mum Dr Jayashri... The
best any girl could ask for would be
a gynaecologist mom. But when a
gynaecologist has to deal with her
own daughter's pregnancy, it's very
very tough emotionally because
she knows of the various compli-
cations that can possibly happen. "I
remember this scene from 'Munna
Bhai MBBS' where Boman Irani
talks about how his hands would
shiver if he had to operate on his
own daughter. Thank you mummy
for making this a peaceful experi-
ence and it's only now that I under-
stand why she's always running to
the hospital at odd hours for her
own patients because each pa-
tient's responsibility is on the
hands of her gynaec.

Actress Pranitha pens appreciation
post for doctor mom

Hungama Play announces Hindi 
original - ‘Dhappa’
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Jakarta, Jun 14 (PTI) 

Two-time Olympic
medallist P V Sindhu
made a shock first round
exit from the Indonesia
Open Super 1000 event
after suffering a straight-
game defeat against
China's He Bing Jiao, here
on Tuesday.

Seventh seed Sindhu

lost 14-21 18-21 to Bing Jiao
in the women's singles.

Sindhu, a former world
champion, has won two
Super 300 titles -- the Syed
Modi International and
the Swiss Open -- this sea-
son. By virtue of this win,
world No. 9 Bing Jiao,
whom Sindhu had defeat-
ed at the Badminton Asia
Championship, lead the

Indian 10-8 on head-to-
head record.

The defeat at the Istora
Gelora Bung Karno has af-
fected Sindhu's prepara-
tions for the next month's
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham.

Also bowing out was B
Sai Praneeth, who lost 16-
21 19-21 to Hans-Kristian
Solberg Vittinghus of

Denmark in the men's sin-
gles.

The mixed doubles pair
of Ishaan Bhatnagar and
Tanisha Crasto faced simi-
lar fate, crashing out in the
opening round after losing
14-21 11-21 to Hong Kong
combination of Chang
Tak Ching and NG Wing
Yung Hong in just 32 min-
utes.

In the Sindhu vs Bing
Jiao match, the Indian was
slow off the blocks as the
Chinese didn't let her get a
grip, racing to a 9-2 lead
and then extended it to 11-4
at the break.

Sindhu began playing
aggressively after the
break and pocketed four
straight points to reduce
the deficit to 8-11. But the
Chinese didn't allow
Sindhu to dominate the af-
fair and easily bagged the
first game.

Trailing, Sindhu was ex-
pected to come out all guns
blazing in the second game
but it was Bing Jiao, who
took an early 5-1 lead.

Although the Chinese
enjoyed a slight upper
hand throughout the sec-
ond game, Sindhu kept it
close. But eventually Bing
Jiao sealed the match in
her favour.

Sindhu, Praneeth bow
out of Indonesia Open

Indias Pusarla V. Sindhu competes against Chinas He Bing Jiao during their womens singles first
round match at Indonesia Open badminton tournament at Istora Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in
Jakarta, Indonesia, Tuesday.

Kolkata, Jun 14 (PTI): 

Indian men's football team
on Tuesday qualified for the
Asian Cup Finals after
Palestine defeated
Philippines 4-0 in a group B
match in Ulaanbaatar.

The result meant that the
Palestinians directly quali-
fied for the 24-team Finals
finishing as group B toppers,
while Philippines, with four
points, were eliminated de-
spite finishing second.

It is the first time India
have qualified for the Asian
Cup in two successive edi-
tions, having made a group
league exit in 2019.

The 24 teams in the quali-
fication third round were di-
vided into six groups of four
each. The matches of each
group were played across
different venues with India
hosting the group D games.

All the group winners and
the five best second place
finishers across the six
groups will qualify for the
Asian Cup. As things stand
now, Hong Kong (six points)
lead group D ahead of India
on goal difference as both

teams cross swords in their
final round clash later in the
day. Afghanistan and
Cambodia, who are yet to
open their respective ac-
counts and are already elim-
inated, face each other in
the other group D match. So,

even if India lose to Hong
Kong, they will still have
more points than Group B
runners-up Philippines (4
points) and will thus make
the cut for the Asian Cup as
one of the best five runners-
up teams.

India qualify for Asian Cup with one
match left after Palestine oust PhilippinesChennai, Jun 14 (PTI): 

"Since you are born, you
will have to achieve some-
thing," says Aishwarya
Babu matter-of-factly.

Living by that maxim,
she smashed the triple
jump national record with a
stunning effort of 14.14m at
the National Inter-State
Senior Athletics
Championships here on
Monday, reflecting her de-
termination to reach the
top.

This, after trying her
luck in 100m and 200m
sprints and overcoming an
anterior cruciate ligament
(ACL) injury, a dreaded
word in sporting circles.

The 24-year-old
Aishwarya bettered
Mayookha Johny's national
record of 14.11m set in 2011.
A day earlier, Aishwarya
became the second best
Indian woman long jumper

after the legendary Anju
Bobby George, with an ef-
fort of 6.73m. Anju Bobby
George holds the national
long jump record of 6.83m.

She started with 100m
and 200m sprints before
switching to long jump and
triple jump, which is her
main event. "I started at the
age of eight and I was ini-
tially doing 100m and 200m.
But later, switched to

jumps. I was interested in
sports and my uncle was a
decathlete," she said.

Asked why she took up
sports, she said, "I need to
achieve. Since you are born,
you will have to achieve
something."

Aishwarya's 14.14m effort
in the 'hope, step and jump'
event has put her in joint
14th in the season's top list
in the world and third
among long jumpers from
Commonwealth countries.
"I was expecting to break
the national record (in
triple jump). I had prepared
very well for that, with a lot
of hard work," said
Aishwarya whose husband
works at the Governor's of-
fice in Bengaluru. "In
September last year, I did
13.55m (while winning gold)
in the National Open
Championships. I have im-
proved nearly 60cm since
then. My target is 14.35m."

Nottingham, Jun 14 (PTI): 

When sporting activi-
ties including cricket
came to a halt during the
COVID-19 pandemic,
English maestro Joe Root
started practicing batting
on one leg to achieve bet-
ter balance, his father
Matt has revealed.

One of the greatest
modern-day batters, Root
has been in phenomenal
form in the ongoing Test
series against New
Zealand in which he not
only scaled the 'Mount
10K' peak, but also sur-
passed Indian legend
Sunil Gavaskar in the list
of top run-getters in the
traditional format.

Giving an account of
Root's dedication towards
become one of the best in
the world, his father spoke
about his preparation, es-
pecially during the pan-
demic.

"During COVID he (Joe)
got one of the Root
Academy ball feeders that
we have and he'd be there
for an hour batting on one
leg for balance. There's a
video somewhere of him
doing it," Matt said on the
Test Match Special.

"Joe just loves batting,"
added Matt.

"As a kid, wherever

someone would bowl at
him he'd be there with a
bat. He just loves doing it,
he just loves batting."

The former England
skipper recently became
the second English batter
after Alastair Cook to
score 10,000 runs in Tests
during his 115 not out in
the second innings
against New Zealand as
the hosts romped home by
five wickets to take a 1-0
lead in the three-match se-
ries.

In the ongoing second
Test here, Root went past
Gavaskar and reached
10191 runs with his knock
of 176 in the first innings.
Root has jumped to 12th
spot in the elite list led by
Indian icon Sachin
Tendulkar (15921).

Father reveals Root practiced batting
on one leg to achieve balance

Nottingham: New Zealand set England a target of 299 to win the second test on the
final day Tuesday and take an unassailable 2-0 lead in the series. It would be a record
run chase at Trent Bridge and England has a little over two sessions and a minimum
of 72 overs to do it. New Zealand was dismissed for 284 about 45 minutes before
lunch, after adding 60 valuable runs to its overnight score of 224-7. Stuart Broad took
the first two wickets of the session, getting top-edges off, first, Matt Henry (18) and
then Kyle Jamieson (1) with wicketkeeper Ben Foakes taking the catches. Trent
Boult scored a potentially crucial 17 runs at No. 11 before hammering James
Anderson to Ben Stokes at mid-on. It left Daryl Mitchell stranded on 62 not out.
There have been only three successful run chases above 200 at Trent Bridge, the
highest coming in 2004 when England's 284-6 defeated New Zealand. Jamieson is un-
likely to bowl on Tuesday because of a back injury.

New Zealand sets England 299 to win 2nd test

Since you are born, you will have to
achieve something: Aishwarya Babu

Paris, Jun 14 (AP): 

Defending champion
France lost its Nations
League title and faced the
dim prospect of relegation
after losing at home to
Croatia 1-0.

Meanwhile, while their
group leader Denmark
beat Austria 2-0 to boost its
Final Four bid on Monday.

Denmark has nine
points, two more than sec-
ond-placed Croatia with
only the group winner
going through. Austria
was third with four points
and rock-bottom France
had two after a fourth
game without a win. The
team in last place is rele-

gated. Croatia scored with
a fifth-minute penalty
from standout midfielder
Luka Modric at the Stade

de France. It is where he
played so commandingly
for Champions League
winner Real Madrid in the

final just over two weeks
ago, and he belied his ad-
vancing years with a dis-
play full of astute passing
and clever movement into
space. Croatia's fans chant-
ed, "Luka, Luka," to their
inspirational captain as he
gave them a thumbs up
after the game.

In Copenhagen, wide
forwards Jonas Older
Wind and Andreas Skov
Olsen got Denmark's goals
in the first half.

Croatia hosts Denmark
in a table-topping clash on
September 22.

France coach Didier
Deschamps finally
dropped first-choice for-
ward Antoine Griezmann,

who has not scored for the
team since early January,
and instead selected
Christopher Nkunku in at-
tack alongside Karim
Benzema and Kylian
Mbappe. It was Nkunku's
astute pass which set up
Mbappe's late equalizer in
a 1-1 draw in Austria on
Friday. Perhaps to rouse
the players, the band
stopped playing at the
start of the "La
Marseillaise" and most of
the 77,400 crowd at Stade
de France sang it A cappel-
la style. The home fans fell
quiet when Croatia won a
penalty after Ibrahima
Konate fouled Josip
Brekalo for the penalty.

Defending champ France loses to Croatia in Nations League

Al Rayyan (Qatar), Jun 14 (AP): 

Australia qualified for a
fifth straight World Cup
after a 5-4 penalty shootout
win over Peru in their inter-
continental playoff.

The teams failed to score
in regulation and extra time
at Ahmad bin Ali Stadium
on Monday, and goalkeeper
Andrew Redmayne, sent on
as a substitute for captain
Mat Ryan in the dying sec-
onds of extra time, proved
to be the star for Australia
by saving the last penalty
from Alex Valera. "I'm not a
hero," Redmayne said. "I
just played my role like
everyone else did tonight.
I'm not going to take credit

for this." Taking off estab-
lished No. 1 Ryan for

Redmayne, who had made
just two previous interna-

tional appearances, was a
major gamble from
Socceroos coach Graham
Arnold. Redmayne's uncon-
ventional dancing and

jumping along the goal-line
with his aims and legs flail-
ing as the Peru players
stepped up, however,
worked.

Australia edges Peru on penalties to qualify for World Cup

Australia players celebrate after qualifying for the FIFA World Cup.

France's Kylian Mbappe in action with Croatia's Luka Modric.

Doha: Government workers in Costa Rica will be allowed extra time
off for lunch to watch their national team take on New Zealand in a
playoff to decide the last team to qualify for the World Cup in Qatar.
President' Rodrigo Chaves' edict allowing Costa Rican public sector
workers to follow the broadcast in an extended lunch break on
Tuesday will come as something of a shock to the team from New
Zealand, where rugby is the national sporting obsession. When the
playoff at the Ahmad bin Ali Stadium in Doha kicks off, in New
Zealand it'll be 6 am Wednesday local time. World Cup qualifying
campaigns have occasionally brought soccer to prominence in New
Zealand. The so-called All Whites first qualified for the World Cup
finals in 1982 through a record campaign of 13 matches which saw
them zigzag from China to Saudi Arabia.

Costa Rica, New Zealand to play off for 
last World Cup placePanchkula, Jun 14 (PTI): 

Haryana's boxers deliv-
ered the golden punch on
the last and final day to
capture the Khelo India
Youth Games crown in
dramatic fashion here on
Monday.

Tied on 41 gold with
Maharashtra, the hosts
swooped on as many as 10
out of the 20-boxing gold
on offer to surge past the
defending champions.

Haryana ended their
campaign with a grand
tally of 52 gold, 39 silver
and 46 bronze medals to re-
inforce their status as the

country's premier sport-
ing state. Maharashtra,
who fought tooth and nail
from Day 1, abdicated
their throne, after manag-
ing 45 gold, 40 silver and 40
bronze.

Karnataka finished
third with 22 gold, includ-
ing a whopping 19 from
the swimming pool.
Manipur were fourth with
19 gold and Kerala fifth
with 18.

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,
Maharashtra began the
day on a high note, regain-
ing the mallakhamb boy's
individual pole gold which
was held back on Sunday

after a protest. Their kho-
kho boys and girls expect-
edly clinched both the gold
to even put them ahead on
the medals' table.
Haryana's girls mustered
the handball gold, narrow-
ly beating Himachal
Pradesh 29-28, to continue
breathing down their
necks. But once the action
shifted to the boxing ring,
it turned out to be a wind-
fall for Haryana. Six out of
their eight pugilists
knocked down the gold in
the girls' category while
four out of their five boys
danced to the top of the
podium.

Boxers’ golden punch hands
KIYG crown to hosts Haryana

Puerto Rico, Jun 14 (AP) 

Rio de Janeiro Olympics
gold medallist Monica
Puig announced her re-
tirement from profession-
al tennis at age 28 via a
post on social media
Monday.

Puig became the first
athlete to win gold for
Puerto Rico in any sport at
an Olympics with her
women's singles triumph
in 2016. She also was the
first woman representing
her country to earn an
Olympic medal of any
color. "After a tough 3 year
fight with injuries and 4
surgeries, my body had
enough, Puig wrote
Monday. "This decision
isn't an easy one because I
would've loved to retire on
my own terms, but some-
times life has other plans
and we have to open new
doors that lead to exciting
possibilities."

2016 Olympic gold
medallist Monica Puig

retires from tennis

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI): 

On a day when the BCCI
closed in on a 6 billion dol-
lar media deal, the coun-
try's richest sporting body
announced a hike in
monthly pensions of for-
mer cricketers (both men
and women) and also for-
mer umpires.

The first-class players,
who used to get Rs 15,000
will now get Rs 30,000
while former Test players,
who get Rs 37,500, will now
get Rs 60,000 and those
with Rs 50,000 pension will
get Rs 70,000.

The women internation-
als, who got Rs 30,000, will
receive Rs 52,500 from now.

The first-class cricketers
who retired before 2003
and get Rs 22,500 will now
get Rs 45,000.

"I'm pleased to an-
nounce an increase in the
monthly pension of for-
mer cricketers (men &
women) and match offi-
cials. Around 900 person-
nel will avail of this bene-
fit and close to 75% of per-
sonnel will be beneficiar-
ies of a 100 pc raise," BCCI
secretary Jay Shah tweet-
ed.

BCCI doubles up pension of
former players and umpires

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Indian Cricketers
Association (ICA) on Tuesday
expressed their "immense grati-
tude" towards BCCI for increas-
ing the pension of former Test
and first-class cricketers along
with retired umpires. "The
announcement by the BCCI yes-
terday has been very well
received by our members, many
of whom have benefitted with
this move in these days of rising
prices and falling interest
income, all of which has become
a world-wide phenomenon," ICA
stated in a media release.

ICA welcomes BCCI’s 
decision to double pension

of former cricketers
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Dehu (Maharashtra),
Jun 14 (PTI): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday said Hindutva
ideologue Veer Savarkar
sang abhangs (devotional
poetry in praise of Lord
Vitthal) of Sant Tukaram
while in jail during India’s
freedom struggle.

While in jail, Veer
Savarkar used his hand-
cuffs like the chipli (a mu-
sical instrument) of Sant
Tukaram and sang his ab-
hangs, Modi said.

He was addressing a
gathering of warkaris
(devotees undertaking the
pilgrimage to Lord Vitthal
temple at Pandharpur),
after inaugurating a shila
(rock) temple at the Sant
Tukaram Maharaj
Mandir dedicated to the
17th-century saint at Dehu
near Pune.

Modi also interacted
with the warkaris during
his visit, which comes
ahead of the annual ‘wari’
pilgrimage which will
commence on June 20
from Dehu.

The Prime Minister was
also presented with a spe-
cial headgear, the
Tukaram pagdi, on the oc-
casion. Lauding Sant
Tukaram, a prominent fig-

ure in the Bhakti move-
ment, Modi said he played
an important role in the
life of a Rashtra Nayak’
like Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj. Built with a spe-
cial type of Rajasthani

stone, the Shila temple is a
temple dedicated to a slab
of stone on which Sant
Tukaram had meditated
for 13 days. Warkaris offer
prayers at the Shila tem-
ple before starting their

pilgrimage to
Pandharpur. A new idol of
Sant Tukaram has also
been installed in the tem-
ple near the Shila
Mandir’. Sant Tukaram
was famous for his devo-
tional poetry known as ab-
hang and spiritual songs
known as kirtan. His
works are central to the
warkari sect in
Maharashtra. Dehu, on
the banks of the
Indrayani river, is the
birthplace of the poet
saint.

Modi said the construc-
tion of Sant Dnyaneshwar
Maharaj and Sant
Tukaram Maharaj palkhi
marg will be completed in
five phases and Rs 11,000
crore will be spent to con-
struct the 350-km (Alandi-
Dehu-Pandharpur) high-
way. Modi said Sant
Tukaram had meditated
for 13 days by sitting on
the shila (rock) to bring
the Vedas back. “It is not
just a shila but is the foun-
dation stone of bhakti (de-
votion) and dnyan (reali-
sation),” he said.

We are proud that India
is one of the oldest living
civilizations in the world
and the credit goes to
sants and sages, he said.

‘Veer Savarkar sang Sant
Tukaram’s abhangs in jail’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visits the Jagatguru
Shrisant Tukaram Maharaj temple in Dehu, Pune, Tuesday.

Women in traditional attire perform rituals by tying ceremonial threads to a banyan
tree on the occasion of the Hindu festival Vat Purnima, in Mumbai, Tuesday. 

RELIGIOUS RITUALS

BBeennggaalluurruu,,  JJuunn  1144  ((PPTTII))::  resi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind on
Tuesday said a single defining
feature of the quest of ‘rishis-
munis’ in ancient times that has
inspired society along with oth-
ers is plurality. Dedicating the
ISKCON Sri Rajadhiraja Govinda
Temple here in a ‘Lokarpana’
(inauguration) ceremony, he
said religious impulse is at the
heart of India’s culture. “The
quest of the rishi-munis of this
land in ancient times has also
inspired our society along with
its kings and scholars, poets
and architects. If there is a sin-
gle defining feature of this
quest, it is plurality”, the
President said. “All competing
worldviews, from ‘Advaita Vad’
to ‘Vishishtadvait Vad’, all have

flourished under one umbrella.
There are different sects, such

as ‘Vaishnavism’, ‘Shaivism’ and
‘Shakta sampradaya’,” he

observed. Karnataka Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot and Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
were among those who graced
the occasion. 

According to ISKCON
(International Society for
Krishna Consciousness), Sri
Rajadhiraja Govinda Temple on
Vaikuntha hill at Vasanthapura
on Kanakapura Road is a tradi-
tional, stone-carved structure
and a replica of the famous Sri
Venkateshwara temple in
Tirumala in Andhra Pradesh.
The dimensions, stone carvings
and aesthetics are also similar.
“The deity of Lord Srinivasa is
nearly the same height and has
been named Sri Rajadhiraja
Govinda, which means He is the
king of kings,” ISKCON said.

Prez dedicates new ISKCON temple, 
replica of famous Tirumala shrine

President Ram Nath Kovind during the inauguration of the
ISKCON Rajadhiraja Govinda temple and cultural complex
as part of the 125th birth anniversary of Srila Prabhupada,
in Bengaluru, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Tuesday said that the
right of private defence is
necessarily a defensive
right that is available only
when the circumstances
so justify it and acquitted
an ex-BSF Jawan for the
charges of murder of an
alleged smuggler on the
Indo-Bangladesh border.

The top court said that
the underlying factor
should be that such an act
of private defence should
have been done in good
faith and without malice.

A bench of Justices BR
Gavai and Hima Kohli
said that the circum-
stances under which the
right to self-defense is
available are elaborated in
the Indian Penal Code.

To sum up, the right of
private defence is neces-
sarily a defensive right
which is available only
when the circumstances
so justify it. The circum-
stances are those that
have been elaborated in
the IPC.

Such a right would be
available to the accused
when he or his property is
faced with a danger and
there is little scope of the
State machinery coming
to his aid , the bench said
in its verdict.

It added that at the same
time, the courts must keep
in mind that the extent of
the violence used by the
accused of defending him-
self or his property
should be in proportion to
the injury apprehended.
This is not to say that a

step-to-step analysis of the
injury that was appre-
hended and the violence
used is required to be un-
dertaken by the Court;
nor is it feasible to pre-
scribe specific parameters
for determining whether
the steps taken by the ac-
cused to invoke private
self-defence and the ex-
tent of force used by him

was proper or not,’’ it
said. The bench said that
the Court’s assessment
should be guided by sever-
al circumstances includ-
ing the position on the
spot at the relevant point
in time, the nature of ap-
prehension in the mind of
the accused, the kind of
situation that the accused
was seeking to ward off,
the confusion created by
the situation that had sud-
denly cropped up result-
ing in the knee jerk reac-
tion of the accused, the
nature of the overt acts of
the party who had threat-
ened the accused resulting
in his resorting to an im-
mediate defensive action,
etc. It added that the in-
stinct of self-preservation
is embedded in the DNA of
every person. The doc-

trine of the right to pri-
vate defence is founded on
the very same instinct of
self-preservation that has
been duly enshrined in
the criminal law .

Justice Kohli, who
penned down the verdict
on behalf of the bench,
said that whether a person
has legitimately acted in
exercise of the right of de-
fence given a particular
set of facts and circum-
stances, would depend on
the nuance of each case.

For arriving at any con-
clusion, the Court would
be required to examine all
the surrounding circum-
stances. If the Court finds
that the circumstances did
warrant a person to exer-
cise the right of private
defence, then such a plea
can be considered , it said.

‘Right of private defence is defensive right when circumstances so justify’

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI): 

All vacant teaching and
non-teaching posts in high-
er education institutions
(HEIs), Kendriya
Vidyalayas and Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalayas will
be filled at the earliest,
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said
on Tuesday. Pradhan, who
is also the Skill
Development Minister,
said the two ministries are
committed to filling all va-
cancies in their respective
departments in the next 1.5
years. “All vacant teaching
& non-teaching posts in
HEIs, Kendriya
Vidyalayas, Jawahar

Navodaya Vidyalayas and
other departments will be
filled up at the earliest.

“Taking forward PM
@narendramodi ji’s deci-
sion to recruit 10 lakh peo-
ple in all govt. departments
and ministries in mission-
mode, @EduMinOfIndia

and @MSDESkillIndia is
committed to fill-up all va-
cancies in their respective
departments in the next 1.5
years,” the Minister said
in a series of tweets. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has asked various govern-
ment departments and
ministries to undertake
the recruitment of 10 lakh
people on a “mission
mode” in the next year and
a half, his office said on
Tuesday. The direction
from Modi came following
a review of the status of
human resources in all
government departments
and ministries, the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO)
said.

‘Vacancies in Higher Education
Institutes to be filled up at earliest’

Dharmendra Pradhan

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI):

Aviation regulator
DGCA on Tuesday said it
has imposed a fine of Rs 10
lakh on Air India for deny-
ing boarding to passengers
holding valid tickets and
thereafter not providing
mandatory compensation
to them.

“After that a series of
checks were carried out by
DGCA and during our sur-
veillance at Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Delhi,
there were specific in-
stances, in the case of Air
India - where the regula-
tion (regarding compensa-
tion to passengers) is not
being followed and there-

fore, a show cause notice
was issued to the airline
and also a personal hear-
ing was afforded,” the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said in a statement.

According to the regula-
tor, Air India may not have
a policy in this regard and
does not pay compensa-
tion to the passengers.

“To say the least, it is a
matter of serious concern
and unacceptable. In the
specific cases detailed in
the show cause notice,
after going through AI
submissions, as part of en-
forcement action, the com-
petent authority has
levied a penalty of Rs 10

lakh,” it noted. “In addi-
tion, the Airline has been
advised to immediately
put the systems in place to
resolve the issue - failing
which further action shall
be taken by DGCA,” it
added. If a passenger is de-
nied boarding despite hav-
ing a valid ticket and has
reported at the airport on
time, certain regulations
have to be followed by the
airline concerned, as per
the DGCA.

In case the airline con-
cerned is able to arrange
an alternative flight for
the affected passenger
within an hour, no com-
pensation is to be paid, the
DGCA regulations state.

However, if the airline is
able to provide the alterna-
tive arrangement within
next 24 hours, a compensa-
tion of up to Rs 10,000 is
prescribed in the regula-
tions.

For anything beyond 24
hours, a compensation up
to Rs. 20,000 is laid down,
as per the DGCA regula-
tions.

“Our stipulations on the
subject are in sync with
US aviation regulator FAA
and European aviation
regulator EASA and simi-
lar regulations is followed
globally to accord appro-
priate respect to passenger
rights,” the DGCA said on
Tuesday.

AI fined Rs 10 L for denying boarding
to passengers without compensation

KKoollkkaattaa,,  JJuunn  1144  ((PPTTII))::  

The CBI interrogated TMC
MP Abhishek Banerjee’s wife
Rujira at their south Kolkata
residence on Tuesday morning
in connection with the coal pil-
ferage scam, a senior officer
said. An eight-member CBI
team, which had a woman offi-
cer, reached Banerjee’s resi-
dence ‘Santiniketan’ on Harish
Mukherjee Road around 11.30
am, he said.

This is the second time that
the central agency was
quizzing her in connection with
the case.

The CBI had interrogated
her in February last year ahead
of the assembly elections in
the state. Moments before the
CBI team arrived that day,

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had visited her
nephew Abhishek’s residence.
“We were not satisfied with
Mrs Banerjee’s replies, hence
we are questioning her again,”
the CBI officer said.

The CBI had last year also
interrogated Ruira Narula
Banerjee’s sister Menoka
Gambhir, her husband and
father-in-law in connection
with their probe.

It is alleged that illegal min-
ing of coal was done at lease-
hold mines of Eastern
Coalfields’ in Kunustoria and
Kajora areas near Asansol.
Investigations have hinted
towards financial transactions
of Rs 1,300 crore, the bulk of
which went to several influen-
tial people, as per the CBI.

CBI quizzes Abhishek’s
wife in coal scam

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI):

Water and fodder aug-
mentation in jungle areas
is the next mission of the
government and will lead
to the development of the
country’s circular econo-
my, senior BJP leader and
former Environment min-
ister Prakash Javadekar
said on Tuesday.
Uncollected plastic waste,
to the tune of nearly 10,000
tonnes, is the real prob-
lem, the minister said at
an event held by the week-
ly journal Panchjanya.
“Water and fodder aug-
mentation in jungle areas
is the next mission... we
will do that next and that
will lead to development in

circular economy of the
country. We will lead by
being an example to the
world,” Javadekar said.
The impact of climate
change is at our doorstep,
added Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat.

‘Water, fodder augmentation in
jungle areas next mission of govt’

Prakash Javadekar

‘Pratham Puja’
held at Amarnath

cave shrine 
Srinagar, Jun 14 (PTI):
Pratham Puja (first
prayer), marking the ritual
beginning of the annual
Amarnath yatra, was held
on Tuesday on the occa-
sion of Jyestha Purnima
at the holy cave shrine in
south Kashmir Himalayas,
officials said. The formal
yatra will begin on June 30
and culminate on August
11, coinciding with Raksha
Bandhan. “To mark the be-
ginning of annual
# A m a r n a t h Y a t r a ,
Pratham puja was per-
formed on Tuesday on the
occasion of Jyestha
Purnima at the holy cave
shrine of Lord #Shiva,”
the Shri Amarnath Shrine
Board (SASB) tweeted.



New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI): 

Air pollution is the
greatest threat to human
health in India and the av-
erage Indian resident is
set to lose five years of life
expectancy if the WHO
guidelines are not fol-
lowed, according to the
Energy Policy Institute at
the University of
Chicago's (EPIC) Air
Quality Life Index (AQLI)
released on Tuesday.

The residents of Delhi,
the most polluted mega

city in the world with the
average annual PM2.5 lev-

els exceeding 107 micro-
grams per cubic metre or

more than 21 times the
WHO guidelines, stand to
lose 10 years of life ex-
pectancy if the current air
pollution level persists, the
report said. According to
the new World Health
Organization (WHO)
guidelines issued last year,
the average annual PM2.5
concentration should be
no higher than five micro-
grams per cubic metre. It
was 10 micrograms per
cubic metre earlier.

Measured in terms of
life expectancy, the AQLI
shows that ambient partic-
ulate pollution is consis-
tently the world's greatest
risk to human health.

Hacked
MMuummbbaaii:: Unidentified
hackers gained access to
the website of Thane
Police in Maharashtra and
uploaded a message
demanding apology to
Muslims "all over the
world", police said on
Tuesday. Several Indian
websites have been
hacked in the last few
days and these attacks
seemed to have originated
in Indonesia and Malaysia,
said a senior official of
state police here.

Encounter
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: An encounter
broke out between secu-
rity forces and militants
in Kulgam district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Tuesday, police said. The
gunfight took place in the
Mishipora area of the
south Kashmir district, a
police official said. The
exchange of fire was
going on, he said, adding
there were no reports of
any casualty on either
side so far.

CBI action
NNEEWW DDEELLHHII:: The CBI has
filed a chargesheet
against five persons in the
killing of Tapan Kandu,
Congress councillor from
the Jhalda Municipality in
West Bengal, officials said
on Tuesday. In its
chargesheet filed before
Chief Judicial Magistrate,
Purulia, the Central
Bureau of Investigation
has named Dipak Kandu,
Kalebar Singh, Naren
Kandu, Md Asik and
Satyaban Pramanik as
accused.

Mishap
BBhhaaggaallppuurr:: Five people
were killed and four others
injured as a speeding truck
rammed into an auto-rick-
shaw in the early hours of
Tuesday in Bihar's
Bhagalpur district, police
said. The incident hap-
pened on National
Highway-31 near
Naugachia in Jhandapur
police station area, they
said. "Five people died on
the spot, while four others
sustained critical injuries.
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New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI): 

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi was questioned by
the ED for the second con-
secutive day on Tuesday in
the National Herald
money-laundering case,
with the grand old party
calling the agency action
vendetta politics of the
Centre against opposition
leaders.

Gandhi (51) arrived at
the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) head-
quarters on APJ Abdul
Kalam Road in central
Delhi around 11:05 am, ac-
companied by his sister
and Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra. His questioning
began at 11:30 am after the
completion of some legal
formalities, officials said.

After a session of about
four hours, Gandhi took a
break for about an hour at
around 3:30 pm and went
home. He rejoined the
questioning around 4:30
pm. In a similar play of
events like Monday, the
"Z+" category CRPF secu-
rity personnel of Gandhi
hanged on the footboard of
his SUV as the convoy
made a dash to the ED of-
fice in the morning.

Delhi Police personnel
were deployed in huge
numbers and section 144 of
the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) was im-

posed around the agency's
office. All approach roads
leading to the ED office
were out of bounds for the
public as barricades were
put up and central anti-
riot police force RAF and
Central Reserve Police

Force (CRPF) personnel
were deployed, who de-
tained hundreds of
Congress leaders and sup-
porters outside the party
headquarters at 24, Akbar
Road and around central
Delhi.

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee and Left leaders
met NCP chief Sharad
Pawar separately on
Tuesday trying to con-
vince the veteran leader
to be the joint opposition
nominee for the presiden-
tial election. Pawar, how-
ever, refused, CPI(M) gen-
eral secretary Sitaram
Yechury said after his
meeting with him.

Pawar met Yechury,
CPI general secretary D
Raja, and NCP leaders
Praful Patel and P C
Chacko in Delhi and con-
veyed to them his deci-
sion to not contest the
election.

"I have been informed
that Pawar will not be the

opposition face for the
presidential poll, other
names are under consid-
eration," said Yechury.

Opposition sources
said Pawar was not keen
to enter a battle which he
is destined to lose at this
point in his political ca-
reer. Banerjee is in Delhi
for a meeting of non-BJP
parties she has convened
to formulate a joint strat-
egy for the upcoming
presidential poll.
Banerjee, the Trinamool
Congress supremo, has
convened the meeting on
June 15 at the
Constitution Club in the
national capital for dis-
cussions to come out with
a consensus opposition
candidate. The election of
the President of India
will be held on July 18.

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI): 

India on Tuesday un-
veiled a "transformative"
scheme called "Agnipath"
for the recruitment of sol-
diers into the Army, the
Navy and the Air Force
largely on a short-term con-
tractual basis with an aim
to cut the ballooning salary
and pension bills and en-
able a youthful profile of
the armed forces.

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh provided de-
tails of the new initiative at
a media briefing shortly
after the Prime Minister-led

Cabinet Committee on
Security approved the
scheme which the govern-
ment said would allow "pa-
triotic and motivated"
youth to serve in the armed
forces for a period of four
years. "Under the
'Agneepath' scheme, Indian
youth will be provided an
opportunity to serve in the
armed forces as 'Agniveer'.
This scheme has been
brought to strengthen the
security of the country. It is
a transformative scheme,"
Singh said in presence of
the three service chiefs. He
said the infusion of disci-

plined, motivated and
skilled 'Agniveers' back into
society after military serv-
ice, would be a great asset
for the nation as it will be a
"win-win proposition".
Describing it a major de-
fence policy reform to
usher in a "new era" in the
human resource policy of
the three services, the de-
fence ministry said the
scheme comes into immedi-
ate effect and will govern
the enrolment for the three
services, implying that ex-
isting framework of em-
ployment for soldiers will
cease to exist.

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI) 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has asked various gov-
ernment departments and
ministries to undertake the
recruitment of 10 lakh peo-
ple on a "mission mode" in
the next year and a half, his
office said on Tuesday.

The direction from Modi
came following a review of
the status of human re-
sources in all government
departments and min-

istries, the Prime Minister's
Office (PMO) said.

The government's deci-
sion comes amid the opposi-
tion's frequent criticism of
it on the issue of unemploy-
ment. A large number of va-
cant posts in different gov-
ernment sectors has often
been flagged.

The decision to fill up 10
lakh posts in the next 18
months means that the rul-
ing Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) will have something
solid to counter the opposi-
tion's criticism of its gov-

ernment on the issue of un-
employment in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls.

The country will be gear-
ing up for the next general
election, expected to be held
in April-May in 2024, by the
end of 18 months from now.

"PM Narendra Modi re-
viewed the status of Human
Resources in all depart-
ments and ministries and
instructed that recruitment
of 10 lakh people be done by
the Government in mission
mode in next 1.5 years," the
PMO said in a tweet.

MATTER OF CONCERN

‘Air pollution reducing life expectancy by 5 yrs in India’
̈ People in Delhi

stand to lose 10 yrs

In this Nov. 9, 2020 file photo, vehicles ply on a street amid hazy
weather conditions, in New Delhi. 

Govt unveils radical changes
in recruitment of soldiers

MASS RECRUITMENT

PM directs recruitment of 10 lakh people
̈ In next 1.5 years

Pawar refuses to being Oppn
nominee for prez poll

NCP chief Sharad Pawar has
refused to be the opposition
parties' nominee for the
presidential election, CPI(M)
general secretary Sitaram
Yechury said on Tuesday.
Pawar met Yechury, CPI gen-
eral secretary D Raja, and
NCP leaders Praful Patel and
P C Chacko in Delhi and con-
veyed to them his decision to
not contest the election.
"I have been informed that
Pawar will not be the opposi-
tion face for the presidential
polls, other names are under
consideration," said Yechury.
Opposition sources said
Pawar was not keen to enter
a battle which he is destined
to lose at this point in his
political career.

Other names in 
consideration: Yechury

BCCI hits Jackpot
New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI) 

The BCCI on Tuesday reaf-
firmed its status as a cricketing
behemoth by securing one of
the biggest broadcast deals in
the history of the sport, fetch-
ing an eye-popping 48,390
crore (USD 6.20 billion)
through IPL media rights for a
five-year period, starting 2023.
While Disney Star retained
their Indian sub-continent TV
rights with a figure of Rs
23,575 crore (Rs 57.5
crore/game), the most sought-
after India digital rights deal
was acquired for Rs 20,500
crore by the Reliance backed
Viacom18, which also won the
non-exclusive Package C, pay-
ing another Rs 2991 crore.

NATIONAL HERALD MONEY-LAUNDERING CASE

ED questions Rahul for
2nd consecutive day

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
at AICC headquarters before
leaving for the Enforcement

Directorate (ED) office to
appear in the National Herald
case, in New Delhi, Tuesday.

Several Congress leaders, including K C Venugopal and Adhir Ranjan
Chowdhury, were detained for violating prohibitory orders outside
the heavily barricaded party headquarters here on Tuesday, the sec-
ond day of Rahul Gandhi being questioned by the ED. Ahead of his
questioning by the Enforcement Directorate (ED) on Tuesday, Gandhi
joined senior party leaders at a "dharna" at the Congress headquar-
ters, where the chief ministers of Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh --
Ashok Gehlot and Bhupesh Baghel -- were also present. All India
Congress Committee (AICC) general secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra was also present at the protest at the Congress headquarters,
along with party MPs and workers. Several Congress leaders were
detained by the Delhi Police and taken to different police stations. 

Cong leaders detained 

As Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi appeared before the
Enforcement Directorate for
the second day on Tuesday,
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel accused the
BJP of indulging in "political
vendetta" against the opposi-
tion and claimed that cases
are "hushed up" when a per-
son joins the ruling party.
Baghel, along with other
party leaders, staged a dhar-
na in front of the ED office,
and was later detained by
the Delhi Police, party lead-
ers said. Talking to the
media, Baghel termed the
ED's action "malicious" and

accused the BJP government
of indulging in "political
vendetta" against the opposi-
tion. He cautioned that as
the Centre continues to "per-
petrate atrocities", the
protests will continue. "The
BJP government at the
Centre should tell whether
any action has been taken
against the leader of any pro-
BJP party in the last eight
years. The moment a leader
joins the BJP, all the cases
against that person get
hushed up. The ED, CBI, IT
department are used to sup-
press the voices of the
Opposition," Baghel alleged.

Baghel accuses BJP of ‘political vendetta’
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Bhilai, Jun 14: 

District Collector ac-
companied with officials
of Bhilai Municipal
Corporation and Town
Services Department of
Bhilai Steel Plant conduct-
ed inspection of pre-mon-
soon preparations in
Bhilai Township on
Tuesday morning. He in-
structed to conduct the
work of cleaning the
drains on a war footing.

He inspected the main
nullah near Sector 6, Telha
Nala between Gautam
Nagar and Bapu Nagar,
nullah in front of Karuna
Hospital and other smaller
drains. During the visit,
he directed the officers of
BSP to increase the work-
force and resources for re-
moving water hyacinth

from the drains and get
them cleaned at the earli-
est. He also saw the clean-
ing of the back-lanes in
the township and instruct-
ed the officers to conduct a
mega campaign for clean-
ing the back lanes of all
the streets.

The Collector accompa-
nied by BSP and BMC offi-
cials inquired about the
status of pure drinking
water supply in Sector 7
and Sector 8 and other
areas and also took feed-
back from the residents.
Residents informed him
that they are still getting
impure water from taps
during the initial period of
opening of taps. After a
few minutes, the taps give
clean water. Considering
the complaints, Collector
gave strict instructions to

the BSP officials and
asked them to make every
possible effort for ensur-
ing supply of pure drink-
ing water. He further
asked them to get the
tanks cleaned regularly.
Water samples from
homes were also collected
for testing in the laborato-
ry. Collector also inspected
the construction of the
drain near the National
Highway and directed the
officials of the NH to com-
plete the drain construc-
tion work soon. He added
that all the drains should
be properly covered and
proper arrangements for
drainage must be in place.
Power House Bus Stand
had witnessed water log-
ging during the last rainy
season. Collector took in-
formation from the offi-

cials about the work of lay-
ing a pipeline towards
Pragati Market to prevent
water logging at the Bus
Stand. The Collector also
inspected the mainte-
nance and beautification
work of Power House
Over Bridge.

He instructed the offi-
cers to increase the speed
of work and complete it at
the earliest while main-
taining quality.

BMC Commissioner
Prakash Surve, Zone
Commissioner Amitabh
Sharma and NR Ratnesh,
Executive Engineers
Sanjay Sharma and
Sanjay Bagde, Health
Officer Dharmendra
Mishra, BSP officers, NH
officers and PWD officers
were present during the
inspection.

Collector inspects pre-monsoon
preparations in township 

Bhilai, Jun 14: 

Lord Jagannath and his
siblings Lord Balabhadra
and Devi Subhadra have
fallen sick after the cere-
monial bath on Tuesday.
They are going to take rest
for the next 15 days.
During this period, the
doors of the temple will re-
main closed. Deities will
give darshan to the devo-
tees on June 29, 2022.

This year also
Jagannath Samiti is going
to celebrate the 53rd Rath
Yatra Festival 2022 of Shri
Jagannath Mahaprabhu
in the Shri Jagannath
Temple Sector-4. As the
first episode of the Rath
Yatra, the religious event
of Devasan Purnima was
held on Tuesday at Shri
Jagannath Temple Sector-
4. As part of this event,
Mahaprabhu Shri
Jagannath Swami was
taken out of the sanctum
sanctorum and brought to
the Dev Snan Mandap in-
side the temple.
Mahaprabhu Shri
Jagannath Swami, elder
brother Bhagwan Shri
Balabhadra Dev, and sister
Mata Subhadra were of-

fered a bath with fragrant
water with all the rituals
in the Dev Snan Mandap.
This religious worship of
Dev Snan was performed
by priests Pitwas Padhi,
Ranjan Mohapatra and
Vikram Padhi with all the
rituals. After bathing,
Mahaprabhu was adorned
in the form of “Gajraj
Bhesh”. Due to

Mahaprabhu falling ill
after taking a bath, he was
placed in “Ansar Griha”
for rest. The doors of the
temple of Mahaprabhu
Shri Jagannath will re-
main closed from Tuesday
till the “Netrao-utsav” fes-
tival. Various herbs and
divine medicines will be
offered to Mahaprabhu
during this period. “Netra-

utsav” will be organized
on June 29. After that the
doors of the temple of
Mahaprabhu will be
opened for darshan.
Thereafter, the Rath-yatra
will be held on July 01 in
the Shri Jagannath temple
complex located in Sector-
4 itself. Jagannath
Committee President
Virendra Satpathy,
General Secretary
Satyawan Nayak,
Treasurer D Trinath,
Brindavan Swain, BC
Biswal, Bhim Swain, SC
Patro, Basant Pradhan,
along with the office bear-
ers of the committee,
Anam Nahak, Sushant
Satpathy, Kalu Behera,
Trinath Sahu, Prakash
Swain, Bisi Kesan Sahu,
Niranjan Maharana, Kavi
Biswal, Santosh Dalai,
Ramesh Kumar Nayak,
Seemanchal Behera,
Sudarshan Shanti,
Shankar Dalai, S Dakua,
Kailash Patro and VK
Hota made special contri-
butions to make this holy
festival of Dev Snan a suc-
cess. Following the Corona
protocol, the event was re-
stricted to the priests and
their associates.

Lord Jagannath and siblings
fall sick after ceremonial bath 

Devotees perform rituals of Devsnan Poornima rituals at Shri Jagannath Temple Sector-4

Dr Shailendra Jain,
Director, Pratimesh

Hospital, Nehru Nagar

After doing B Tech
from prestigious engi-
neering college we made
our way of future career.
We each were having our
own dreams. It is natural
for a young man to do so.
Everyone wants to do
something. I also had
dream. But also I knew
my constrains.

Among us Subhash
was more ambitious. Of
course, Sohan was also
as ambitious. He also
had high dreams.
Wanted to fly in the sky.
Many times both used to
laugh at me, why don’t
you have desire to fly. I

never answered. I know
power of my wings. I
know how to balance the
career and responsibili-
ty. Therefore, rather
than being an emotional,
I was more practical. I
was also from middle
class family as Sohan
and Subhash. I was also
energetic, had positive
attitude and never
swayed away with un-
reachable dreams. I on-
side little away from
these Guy’s in practical
approach. If there is a
sound of empty vessel
from kitchen, it is fool-
ishness from a person to
ask for the food.
Therefore, I remained
contained, and first pri-
oritise to meet two ends
of meal for me my fami-
ly. This was my first con-
sideration to run
smoothly my family
first, Do only who sprin-
kle has better life. I
know many examples
and follow and admire
them also. Mr Abdul
Kalam became President
after selling news paper
during childhood. Mr
Abraham Lincon be-
came president in spite
of all odds and so and so

became billionaire even
after working in a petrol
pump. They must also
be having dreams. But I
believe they must be
having perseverance and
positive thinking. They
all our heroes. I believe a
common man is also a
hero if he does his work
sincerely and completes
his task. I call them
every day hero. A loneli-
est star contributing and
making his or her pres-
ence in the galaxy. A
bakery cook gets up in
the morning at 5 am and
works tirelessly every
day then he runs his
shop. A teacher teaches
his students, for which
he prepares. He may be-
come professor or prin-
cipal. I call them back-
ground   (day to day) he-
roes. A useful person.

Did you not see
today’s news paper?

Hearing Subhash, I
came back from dream-
ing thoughts. O! No. I
did not see newspaper.
Sohan was not promoted
to IAS rank. He commit-
ted suicide.

After B tech, he ap-
peared for UPSC but
could not clear even

after maximum attempt.
Though he cleared State
public service commis-
sion and joined as SDO.
His dream of IAS re-
mained unfulfilled.
Subhash got his UPSC
cleared in first as was
posted as collector, later
promoted as commis-
sioner.

Sohan was also a per-
son from middle class
general category who
studied along with us. In
spite of getting 96
parentages his parents
used to scold him and
pressurised him to get
99%. There was always
discussion of Subhash
coming into this topic in
this matter. I was fortu-
nate that in spite of my
getting 85%, my parents
never scolded me. On the
contrary they encour-
aged me. Used to tell tale
of tortoise and Rabbit
race. ‘Don’t get disheart-
ened, be positive and you
will do better next year.
But have perseverance
and used to narrate the
story of many common
men / every day heroes.
Society needs all.
Constellation of all.
Everyone cannot be

moon. Existence is im-
portant. There is food for
every one the earth one
has to draw a line some-
where for the satisfac-
tion. Life is like a road.
You ride on any vehicle.
Sooner or later you will
reach your goal if don’t
halt. This positive think-
ing imbibed by my par-
ents in me. On the other
hand Sohan always used
talk about running,
money, position and sta-
tus. He never thought
that to satisfy you and to
achieve, it is not neces-
sary to run and compete.
There was other ways
also. To excel in medium
profession then to re-
main medium in excel-
lent field. It might be one
of the reason of frustra-
tion.

After graduation I
joined a school and de-
veloped teaching skills
and profanely in com-
puter. Few years ago I
started my coaching
Institute which slowly as
a tortoise pace achieved
a fame. There is niche of
reputation and sufficient
money for my biller liv-
ing. I never wasted time
in flying and in day

dreaming. I used to teach
my students to dream. It
is not wrong to dream
but always keep your
feet on the ground.
Accept new and forget
past. Some of the stu-
dents  remain through-
out in their past like
shiri-farhad, Laila
majnu. These emotional
and unrealistic stories,
used to tell them not to
dive in such ocean.
Don’t swim here also.
Stop following and be-
having like that.
Understand meaning of
life. Life is peace and
inner satisfaction.

To fly one has to
makes wings strong’s
which everyone cannot
do, your need is on the
earth irrespective how
much you shine. Only
Moon is not the sky.
Brightest star Sirius not
only make constellation
but loneliest- dim star.
Most important is do not
break away like
Ulkapind i.e breaking
heavenly bodies. Make
your life, family, house
with positive energy
how matter how big or
small.

(concluding part)

STAR AND MOON: WHY THE DIFFERENCE IN APPRECIATION! 

Bhilai, Jun 14: 

Union Minister of
State for Steel Faggan
Singh Kulaste addressed
a Durg Division level
Garib Kalyan Jan Sabha
at Ganjpara in Durg the
other day. He counted the
achievements on the com-
pletion of eight years of
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment at the Center.
MP Saroj Pandey, MP
Vijay Baghel, MP
Santosh Pandey, former
VS Speaker Prem
Prakash Pandey, MLA
Vidyaratan Bhasin and
other leaders were pres-
ent on the dais.

Faggan Singh Kulaste
said that Narendra Modi
has created a history in
the country in these eight
years. After being sworn
in as the Prime Minister,
the first task was to set
up an SIT to curb corrup-
tion.

He further said that
proceedings of the
Enforcement Directorate
are completely independ-
ent and it is a natural
process for ED to take
cognizance and conduct
investigation against the
person who commits an
economic offense. With
its action plan, the BJP
government at the Center
has shown how the wel-

fare of the poor is done.
During the Manmohan
Singh led Congress gov-
ernment, vital develop-
ment projects remained
closed for about ten
years. After the forma-
tion of Modi government
in 2014, the development
was accelerated by using
IT and new technology.
The government worked
with full commitment to
deal with the challenges
during the Corona transi-
tion. When Prime
Minister Modi intro-
duced the Jan Dhan
Yojana, Congressmen
made jokes and ques-
tioned from where the
money would come in the
account of the poor. But
today, money from the
central government is

coming directly to the ac-
count of the poor. The
Modi government made a
plan to build pucca hous-
es for the poor. He con-
demned the Chhattisgarh
state government for not
supporting this scheme.
Union Government is
continuously releasing
the money of Kisan
Samman Nidhi but many
farmers of Chhattisgarh
could not get the benefit
due to the negligence of
the state government.

In addition to the un-
precedented work in
roads, electricity, water,
education, health sector,
the Ayushman cards pro-
vided health insurance
coverage to a large sec-
tion. Many schemes have
been brought in the last

eight years to give respect
to the farmers and in-
crease their income.

There is no such area
for which the Narendra
Modi government has not
made any plan. Modi
Government has worked
with commitment to serv-
ice, good governance and
poor welfare. By abolish-
ing Article 370 of the
Constitution, Jammu and
Kashmir was united with
India.

The Congress had for-
gotten the heroes and he-
roes who sacrificed for
the country, but the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment has done the work
of remembering such he-
roes in the Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsava. Giving
information about his

ministry, Kulaste said
that it has been decided
by the Ministry of Rural
Development to build 75
lakes in each district on
the occasion of Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav. This
will not only increase the
water level, it will con-
serve water but will also
protect the environment.

Rajnandgaon MP
Santosh Pandey spoke
about the National
Herald case. District BJP
President Jitendra
Verma delivered the wel-
come address. Rajya
Sabha MP Saroj Pandey,
Durg Lok Sabha MP
Vijay Baghel, Former
Assembly Speaker Prem
Prakash Pandey, Former
Minister Ramshila Sahu,
Dayaldas Baghel, Former
MLA Labhchand Bafna,
Bhilai District BJP
President Virendra Sahu,
Balod District BJP
President Krishnakant
Pawar, Kawardha District
BJP President Anil Singh
Thakur, MLA Vidyaratan
Bhasin, State Working
Committee members
Ravi Shankar Singh,
Chandrika Chandrakar,
former MLAs Kailash
Sharma, Rajendra Rai,
Balmukund Devangan,
Rajendra Padhye and
other leaders were pres-
ent.

Kulaste counts achievements of Modi government 
Bhilai, Jun 14:

A ‘Bamboo handicraft
training camp’ was organ-
ised by SAIL-BSP’s CSR
department along with
Chhattisgarh Handicraft
Development Board. This
training programme was
organised as part of the
‘Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav’
celebrations for women
empowerment. The pro-
gramme was inaugurated
by Nisha Soni, CGM
(Personnel) at Dundera
village on March 10, 2022.

As many as 20 women
were shortlisted for this
training programme.
They have been trained for
3 months from March 10,
2022 to June 09, 2022. The
participants also received
a scholarship of Rs 3000/
month.

The Valedictory func-
tion of the ‘Bamboo handi-
craft training camp’ was
held at Dundera village on
June 13, 2022. Sanjay Dhar,
CGM (HRD & BE) was the
Chief Guest on the occa-
sion.

Asit Saha, CGM (I & A)
was the Special Guest.
Dhar in his address said
that this is not the end of
the programme, but a be-
ginning to your skilled ef-
forts which will empower
your family through your

earnings. Saha in his ad-
dress said that this train-
ing will help you earn a
livelihood and earn you re-
spect and make you finan-
cially independent. At the
outset, Sushil Kamde,
Manager (CSR) gave the
welcome address. The
guests were welcomed by

Vivek Mishra, Assistant
Manager (CSR). The pro-
gramme was compered by
Rajni Rajak from CSR de-
partment. Local villagers,
members of Self Help
Groups, Budhelal, Sita
Sinha from CSR and oth-
ers were present on the oc-
casion.

Bamboo handicraft training camp 
conducted to help women earn livelihood

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  1144::

An e-periodical of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant’s Central Medical
Stores (CMS) named ‘Sanjeevani’
was released by AK Bhatta, ED
(Projects &MM) on June 13, 2022.
Designed and prepared with an
objective of sharing information
amongst various stakeholders,
the first issue of the e-periodical
encapsulates key highlights of
CMS, the CPA (centralised pro-
curement action) journey and the
COVID strive of the CMS team.

Dr SK Issar, ED (M&HS) and Dr
Ravindranath, CMO joined the
occasion virtually through Zoom
platform. Tapan Kumar, CGM
(MM) along with all sectional
heads of Material Management
Department were present on the
occasion.

Dr SK Issar acknowledged and
appreciated efforts of CMS.
While congratulating the CMS
team for their appreciable contri-
bution, especially during COVID
times, AK Bhatta, ED (Projects &
MM) stressed upon the impor-
tance of communication and
exhorted other areas of MM to
also come out with highlights and

case studies of respective areas.
Tapan Kumar, CGM (MM) said
apart from COVID management
and regular jobs, CMS team has
been successfully conducting
CPA also in collaboration with
M&HS departments. Dr
Ravindranath, CMO and In-
Charge Planning & Procurement
appreciated the team effort of
CMS and Planning section of
M&HS. 

Expressing her views on the
occasion, Preeti Bhatnagar, GM
(CMS) said the idea of having
communication forum was con-
ceived to develop competence of
persons working in CMS, to have
better coordination with various
stakeholders and build a stronger
team. It was also envisaged to
bring out e-periodical named
‘Sanjeevani’ for information and
knowledge dissemination. She
said robust communication, col-
laboration and data driven
approach in the job has enabled
CMS to achieve best perform-
ance parameters in FY 21-22. 

Sumanlata, Senior Manager
(CMS) conducted the proceed-
ings and D Palit, Manager (CMS)
proposed vote of thanks.

BSP’s Central Medical Stores
comes out with e-periodical
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KABIR JAYANTI

The members of ‘Satnam Panth’ took out a massive procession on occasion of ‘Kabir

Jayanti’ here on Tuesday.

People should come forward for voluntary
blood donation: Governor

Raipur, Jun 14: Governor
and President of Indian
Red Cross Society
Chhattisgarh branch, Ms
Anusuiya Uikey today
honored 60 voluntary
blood donors from all the
districts of the state and 60
voluntary organizations
and higher educational in-
stitutions supporting the
Red Cross Society at Raj
Bhavan on the occasion of
World Blood Donor Day.
This program was organ-
ized by the Indian Red
Cross Society
Chhattisgarh branch.
Website of the organiza-
tion was launched and the
first issue of the quarterly
magazine was also re-
leased. An ambulance for
Bijapur district was also
provided by the organiza-
tion on this occasion.

According to Ms Uikey
donating blood is a great
donation and it is a holy
act. A person gives new
life to others through
blood donation. She urged
the people to come for-
ward for voluntary blood
donation and cooperate
with the Red Cross Society

in this noble cause. By do-
nating blood you not only
save that patient’s life but
also give new life to that
patient’s family, because
life and feelings of many
people are attached to one
person’s life, she said.

She congratulated the
blood donors and volun-
tary organizations associ-
ated with blood donation,
educational institutions
for cooperating in this
holy work. She said that
educational institutions
should make a comprehen-
sive list of blood groups
and telephone numbers of
all the students by con-
ducting camps in their
campuses, so that blood
can be made available im-
mediately to the Red Cross
and to the needy when
needed. Even today there
is a lack of public aware-
ness in this direction and
people have to wander
when there is a need for
blood in remote areas, she
observed. She appreciated
the voluntary organiza-
tions of the state and said
that work should be done
to create health awareness
in remote areas of the
state.

Ms Uikey said that mod-
ern science has made a lot
of progress, but till date
neither human blood has
been developed by science

nor any alternative has
been prepared for it.
Whenever blood is needed,
it has to be obtained from
the human body itself.
Blood is such an element
of our body whose life
span is only 90 days and
after that it starts forming
new in the body. Blessed
are all of you blood donors
who have donated to save
the life of an unknown
person before it is de-
stroyed, she said.

Even during Covid-19
pandemic, there was a
need for a large amount of
plasma, a part of blood.
Even then, people were ap-
pealed to donate it. For the
supply of blood to the
needy patients in the state,
it is necessary that more
and more people should
become aware and come
forward for voluntary
blood donation after get-
ting influenced by blood
donors and organizations
working for blood dona-
tion like you, she empha-
sised.

She said that every year
about 3 lakh units of blood
are required by the pa-
tients for treatment in our
state, but only about 30
percent is fulfilled by the
blood banks of the state.
She appreciated the work
of Red Cross Society
Chhattisgarh branch and

said that Red Cross Blood
Center is continuously
contributing for the avail-
ability of blood. Red Cross
Blood Center does not de-
mand blood for blood, nor
does it charge any extra
amount. This work being
done for the patients of
Red Cross is certainly
commendable, she added.
She expressed hope that
with the cooperation of
the people and the efforts
of the institutions, a mod-
ern Red Cross blood center
would be established in
every district of the state,
so that safe blood could be
available to the people.

Addressing the pro-
gram, Secretary to the
Governor, Amrit Kumar
Khalkho said that apart
from providing blood to
the needy, many activities
are being conducted by the
Red Cross Society
Chhattisgarh branch. He
said that blood donation is
the biggest donation and
every healthy person must
donate blood in his life. He
said that even during the
Corona pandemic, the vol-
unteers of the Red Cross
Society Chhattisgarh were
constantly engaged in
serving the patients and

providing them material.
Appreciating Mr

Alexander M Cherian of
Bastar, he said that he per-
formed the last rites of
those died of COVID-19
even in the dreadful phase
of the COVID pandemic,
when their families were
also afraid of it. For this
service, he was awarded
Red Cross Merit
Certificate at the national
level. Six persons were
honored across the coun-
try, including Mr Cherian.
Secretary, Indian Red
Cross Society
Chhattisgarh branch,
Pranav Singh gave infor-
mation regarding the ac-
tivities of the organiza-
tion.

Legal Advisor to the
Governor, Rajesh
Srivastava, Deputy
Secretary to the Governor,
Deepak Kumar Agrawal,
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
Rakesh Chaturvedi, Vice
Chancellors of govern-
ment and private universi-
ties, higher educational in-
stitutions, representatives
of voluntary organiza-
tions and voluntary blood
donors were present on
the occasion.

Students to get benefit of govt schemes when schools reopen
Raipur, Jun 14: According to
the instructions of the govern-
ment, the students studying in
government schools of the
state are being provided books
and uniforms under the depart-
mental scheme in the academ-
ic session 2022-23. Distribution
of books and uniforms to stu-
dents has been started under

departmental schemes. Books
have been made available for
students in all development
blocks of the district. Similarly,
dress for students has been
sent to Dharsiwa block. In
remaining blocks the dress
would be provided to schools
on its receipt from handloom.
Similarly, distribution of bicy-

cles to the students for going
to schools will be done as soon
as possible after
administrative approval from
the government.

District Education Officer AN
Banjara informed that books
and dresses have been distrib-
uted to the students even dur-
ing the holiday period. 

Graduating students have big role in building nation’s future: Kirloskar

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1144:: Indian Institute
of Management (IIM) Raipur
conducted its 11th annual
convocation on 14th June
2022. The graduating students
donned their well-deserved
graduating robes after two
years of continuous hard work
and efforts towards self-bet-
terment. The atmosphere in
the auditorium was filled with
excitement as the students
were ready to finally receive

the fruits of their success.
The occasion was graced by

the presence of Vikram S
Kirloskar, Chairman and
Managing Director of
Kirloskar Systems Ltd. as the
chief guest of the event,
Shyamala Gopinathan, BoG,
Chairperson, IIM Raipur and
Prof. Ram Kumar Kakani,
Director, IIM Raipur.

Prof. Ram Kumar Kakani, in
the Director’s address, talked
about the milestones achieved
by the institute. He mentioned
the plan to increase the stu-
dent intake of the flagship
course from 267 to 331 from
the upcoming academic year.
Prof. Kakani informed that the
institute had enrolled 107
Doctoral students out of
whom 43 students graduated
successfully and he was going

to declare the ‘Doctor of
Philosophy’ award to 8 stu-
dents of FPM Batch and five
students of Executive Fellow
of the IIM Raipur’ after satis-
factory completion of the pre-
scribed requirement.

Shyamala Gopinath,
Chairperson, Board of
Governor, IIM Raipur began
her address by congratulating
all graduating students, their
parents, faculty, staff mem-
bers, and the entire team on
this milestone achievement.
She further shared the insti-
tute’s plan to have 1000-1200
students on campus every
year and to offer the
Bachelor’s IPM in the further
academic years. The institute
also proposed to start collabo-
rative and short-term courses
so that the campus can be

used as a place of learning
during the summers. The
institute also plans to launch
the program on entrepreneur-
ship for the local community,
especially in Chhattisgarh.

The Chief Guest Vikram S
Kirloskar, Chairman and
Managing Director of
Kirloskar Systems Ltd. began
his convocation address by
stating how proud he felt to be
standing in front of the bright
minds and the future of our
country. He congratulated
Prof. Kakani, the faculty, and
the students for building this
great institute. He addressed
graduating students as the
future leaders who will have a
huge role in building the
future of our country and said
that as leaders, we need to
focus on behavioral change to

create a positive impact in our
society. 

He advised students to be
fearless and learn from every
type of jobs they do and learn
from their mistakes as in
future frequent changes in
career path and jobs will be
normal, so it is important to
be used to change and have
an attitude to fix problems.

The IIM Raipur convocation
ceremony also saw gold
medals being given away for
scholastic performance.
Among the Post Graduate
Programme (PGP) students,
Mayank Tiwari received the
BOG Chairperson’s Gold
Medal for scholastic perform-
ance in academics, Prashant
Singh received the Director’s
Gold Medal, Anirudh Parmar
received the PGP

Chairperson’s medal and
Mayank Tiwari received the
medal for best overall per-
formance.

In the Post Graduate
Program Batch 2020-2022 of
IIM Raipur, of the total 252
students PGP batch, 240 stu-
dents got convocated. The
remaining students have gone
for the Students Exchange
Programme to its partner
institutions in different parts
of the world to complete their
final term. Out of 74 students
from the PGP-MWE
(Management Program for
Working Executives), 64 got
convocated. 8 Students from
the FPM Program (Fellowship
in Management) and 5 from
the e-FPM Program were con-
ferred their respective doctor-
al degrees. Addressing the

graduating students, Prof.
Kakani expressed his
immense pride in the students
brimming with passion,
knowledge and most impor-
tantly the right values to lead
and carve brighter realities
for the people, organisations
and society. He concluded his
address by thanking the stu-
dents for their continuous
efforts, the parents for their
constant guidance and sup-
port to the students to help
them successfully complete
IIM Raipur’s rigorous course.

Mr. Ashsih Chauhan, Board
of Governors, declared the
closure of the 11th convoca-
tion. It was followed by the
singing of National Anthem by
everyone present at the audi-
torium. Indian Institute of
Management Raipur has come

a long way in the academic
field since its establishment
twelve years ago. The insti-
tute offers Post Graduate
Program in Management
(PGP), Post Graduate
Program for Working
Executives (PGPWE), Fellow
Program in Management
(FPM), and Management
Development Program.
Because of its academic
excellence, high-quality
research, executive educa-
tion, and corporate and inter-
national links, it has estab-
lished a remarkable reputa-
tion in such a short time. The
institute strives to provide a
best-in-class academic and
research environment facili-
tating high quality research
relevant to society and the
nation.

Shubhashish Mishra, DGM interacts
with MSME entrepreneurs

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1144:: Bank of Baroda
Deputy General Manager,
MSME, BCC, Mumbai,
Shubhashish Mishra, visited
Raipur on  June 8-9. The pur-
pose of his visit was to pro-
mote credit to the MSME sec-
tor. During his visit he inter-
acted with potential new cus-
tomers and former customers
of the bank at Hotel Sayaji,
Raipur. On this occasion he
met Bank of Baroda’s Network
Deputy General Manager,
Chhattisgarh, Ranjit Kumar

Mandal, Chhattisgarh’s four
regions of Bank of Baroda,
Raipur, Bilaspur, Durg and
Dhamtari’s regional heads,
Satyaranjan Mohapatra,
Barun Meher,  Arvind Katkar
and Mr. Amit Banerjee and
Raipur sub-regional chief Mr.
Abhishek Bharti. Along with
this, he also participated in
the customer meet organized
for the customers of the four
regions. During this visit, he
also held meetings with
branch heads and honoured

the best performing branch
heads.  Since Raipur and
Chhattisgarh is mainly the
center of MSME growth,
therefore this visit of
Shubhashish Mishra was spe-
cially for Raipur and
Chhattisgarh. The customers
expressed satisfaction
towards Bank of Baroda.
Keeping in view the progress
of the MSME sector of Bank of
Baroda in Chhattisgarh, the
visit was quite successful.
Bank of Baroda’s network
deputy general manager,
Chhattisgarh,  Chhattisgarh’s
four regional heads, Raipur
sub-regional heads, distin-
guished customers of the
bank and officers of the bank
were present in the programs
organised during his visit.

Thieves decamp with box full
of gold, silver jewelleries

Bilaspur, Jun 14:
Taking advantage of
only an aged person left
in the house near
Lalkhadan over-bridge,
the thieves decamped
with cash worth Rs 50000
and a box full of silver
and gold jewelleries.
When the family who
had gone out for sister’s
marriage returned, they
found the almirah bro-
ken and all goods lying in
scattered condition. A
complaint in this regard
was lodged in Torva
Thana and the police has
lodged a case and taken
the matter under investi-
gation.

The resident of house
Janardhan Rai works in
a private firm and lives
near Lalkhadan over-
bridge. On May 10 they
all left to attend Rai’s sis-
ter’s wedding. After the
marriage there was
party at his sister’s house
and they all with family
left for Bhilai. In Rai’s
house, his relative
Urmila Rai was all alone
and his family came back
at 3:00 pm.

When they all entered
inside, they found goods
from Almirah lying in
scattered condition and
the cash of Rs 50000 and
silver and gold jewellery
box missing. The wire-
mesh on the window
with steel rods was found
broken and they took out
the bag with help of a
stick from the window.
Torva Police has filed a
case and taken the mat-
ter  under investigation.

Only RERA registered projects be considered for bank loans: Dhand

Raipur, Jun 14:
Chhattisgarh Real Estate
Regulatory Authority
(RERA) Chairman Vivek
Dhand, addressing a meet-
ing of bankers, chartered
accountants and builders
here today said that banks
should give priority to only
those housing projects
which are registered by
RERA. He said that con-
sumers should also be
given loans on priority for
the properties which are
registered with RERA so
that common consumers
can be saved from the un-
registered projects.

Underlining the impor-
tance and implementation
of RERA Act Dhand said
that the real estate sector
was growing day by day in
the country. Its contribu-
tion in country’s GDP was 6
percent and in the next six
to seven years it will go

upto 10 per cent, he said.
Before the formation of

RERA, there was lack of
transparency and account-
ability in the real estate sec-
tor of Chhattisgarh, but
after its formation the ac-
countability has increased,
he said. After the directions
of the Central Government
and the Supreme Court,

The need to regulate real
estate sector was felt after
directions of the central
government and Supreme
Court and accordingly
RERA Act framed.
According to Dhand the
housing sector will also
grow in the coming years
with the increase in the in-
come of the common peo-
ple. RERA has done the
work of regularizing the
real estate sector so that
customers and investors do
not face any problem, he
said and added that this

brought transparency in
this sector. With the intro-
duction of transparency in
the real estate sector, credi-
bility has increased in the
private sector, due to which
the consumers are showing
interest in the houses of
the private builders as well
as the housing board.

Dhand said that this time
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment was taking several
important steps to promote
the real estate sector. The
land guidelines have not
been increased for the last
three years. RERA keeps a
close watch on every hous-
ing project so that keenness
of consumers on housing
board and private sector
projects can be maintained.

Projects approved by
RERA are considered as

quality standards, said
Dhand adding that prompt
action is taken on the com-
plaints of the consumers.
So far 1496 complaints have
been redressed. Each proj-
ect is monitored through a
RERA designated account.
With the help of bankers
and CAs, it is ensured that
the money transferred to
the RERA designated ac-
count is used only for proj-
ect works.

Dhand also told about the
importance of
Chhattisgarh Awas Yojana
(Single Window System).
Earlier it used to take about
18 months to get permis-
sion for the project related
to it, but now permission is
granted in 6 months.
Describing the importance
of Chhattisgarh RERA

website, he said that this
website is public friendly
and it promotes trans-
parency in the works.

Opening of RERA ac-
count, management of
RERA designated account
and finance from the proj-
ect were discussed. Doubts
of bankers, chartered ac-
countants, builders over
RERA Act were also re-
solved. The program was
also addressed by Sheetal
Verma, Director,
Institutional Finance.
RERA Registrar Dr
Anupriya Mishra, Deepa
Katare Justice
Adjudicating Officer
Chhattisgarh RERA,
Radhakrishna Rao SLBC
Convenor and other guests
were present on the occa-
sion.

Honoures voluntary
blood donors and
voluntary organiza-
tions

And cash worth Rs
50000 from house
with only a aged
person

Institute plans to
open many short-
term courses:
Goopinathan

IIM Raipur conducts
11th annual convo-
cation ceremony
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PAINTING OF PILLARS

The pillars of the over-bridge in capital city are being painted reflecting local art &
culture of the state.

Action taken against 7 accused in
last one and half months

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 14:
Bastar Police has got great
success in taking action
against the vicious thugs
who cheated in the name
of buying second hand car.
It may be known that in
view of the increasing
cases of telephonic fraud
in Bastar district, under
the guidance of DIG and
SSP Jitendra Singh
Meena, Addl SP
Omprakash Sharma and
under the supervision of
DSP Nodal Cyber ??Cell

Gitika Sahu continuous
investigation is being done
by forming a team under
their leadership.

During November 2021,
the applicant of the case,
Nadeem Khan resident
Jagdalpur was called by
unknown accused through
mobile phone on OLX. But
in the name of buying a
second-hand car, a total of
Rs. 1 lakh 19 thousand 250
was defrauded from his ac-
count in different install-
ments. When the applicant
Nadeem Khan came to
know about the fraud, on
the report of the appli-
cant, was filed against the
concerned mobile caller
and the account holder, in
the police station Kotwali
with charges of section
420, IPC, and 66 (D) IT Act
registered.

During the investiga-
tion, on the basis of the

analysis of bank accounts
and technical evidence,
the presence of the ac-
cused was received in
Madhya Pradesh, a team
was constituted under the
leadership of Inspector
Kishor Kevant and sent to
Madhya Pradesh. A per-
son was caught on the
basis of suspicion in dis-
trict Sidhi by the said
team. On being ques-
tioned, who told his name
to be of Sidhi MP, resident
of Santosh Saket. On en-
quiry, hereby by pretend-
ing to buy second hand car
through mobile phone to
the applicant Nadeem
Khan, he accepted to cheat
a total of 1 lakh 19 thou-
sand 250 rupees in differ-
ent installments. One
number mobile phone, 1
debit card and bank pass-
book used in the incident
have been confiscated

from the possession of the
accused. The accused has
been arrested from
Madhya Pradesh and
brought to Jagdalpur.

The accused has been
arrested from Madhya
Pradesh and brought to
Jagdalpur. It is to be
known that in the last one
and a half months, action
has been taken against the
7th accused in the online
fraud case. Officers who
played a key role in this
matter included Inspector
Eman Sahu, Kishor
Kevant, Dhananjay Sinha,
Sub Inspector Amit Sidar,
ASI Nilambar Nag,
Avinash Jha, Banmali
Baghel, Sudharam Netam
P.R. Mausam Gupta, con-
stable Krishna Sawade,
Gautam Sinha, Ravi
Kumar, Dharmendra,
Lomesh Dewan, Deepak
Kumar were there.

Adivasi Congress gheraoes ED office
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 14: Led by
PCC president Mohan
Markam and as per the or-
ders of Adivasi Congress
state president Janak
Dhruv, members of
Adivasi Congress
gheraoed ED office under
the leadership of Adivasi
Congress Raipur district
Mohan Markam. Bhavani
Markam said, protest was
against Enforcement
Directorate (ED) for issu-

ing summons to party’s
national president Sonia
Gandhi and top leader
Rahul Gandhi. The
Congress leaders submit-

ted a memorandum to the
district administration. In
the memorandum ad-
dressed to the President,
they described ED action
as malicious and demand-
ed to stay on it. The
demonstration was partic-
ipated by senior party
leader Anila Bhedia, MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Dhanendra Sahu, Girish
Dewangan, Amitesh
Shukla, Anita Sharma,
Amarjeet Chawla and oth-
ers.

Teachers should adhere to discipline before
teaching it to children: Dr Bhartidasan

Raipur, Jun 14: The
Secretary School
Education Department Dr
S Bhartidasan inaugurat-
ing the training session of
teachers from English
medium at SIRD citing
about objectives of
English medium schools
said that they have to
make students academic
excellent. He said that to
ensure that children from
poor families get good
quality education and they
can also avail education in
English medium. Dr
Dasan said that all the
children are good and all
have certain qualities in
them and if someone is
unable to lear or study,
then it is on part of the
teachers to analyse where
the weakness is. Prior to
teaching discipline to
teachers, one has to ad-
here to discipline itself, he
said, adding that, no per-
son is perfect, but it is
teachers who can help

children reach some level
of perfection. He said that
this training would prove
to be helping in capacity
development among chil-
dren.

The training of teachers
from Swamy Atmanand
English Medium School
(SAEMS) started in all the
five institutions in capital
city viz. SCERT, CET,
DIET, KIET, Thakur
Pyarelal Vikas Sansthan
(SIRD) here on Monday. In
these institution a total of
500 teachers are undertak-
ing training. In the train-
ing the teachers are being

imparted training on pro-
fessional capabilities; lan-
guage command; leader-
ship management skills.
The Special Secretary
School Education
Department Rajesh Singh
Rana addressing the
newly appointed teachers
said that on getting ap-
pointed in the School start-
ed under Swamy
Atmanand Utkrist Yojana
is a big honour. It is one of
the top priority pro-
gramme in the state and
the teachers are important
part of it. He said that chil-
dren leader watching the

teachers only and there-
fore the teachers should
bring a change in their at-
tire, conduct and conversa-
tion and had to talk to chil-
dren reaching at their
level. The teachers will
have to leave negativity
and start adopting positiv-
ity.

Rana further said that
children learn what they
see and what the teachers
want to deliver the chil-
dren should be visible in
their conduct. Recalling
his school period he said
that the teacher from
whom I have learnt, I still

remember his conduct and
style of teaching. Rana
said that children do not
have to be made as robots
and rather how the moral
education can be given to
them has to be paid due at-
tention. He said that this
has been mentioned in the
National Education Policy
(NEP). Rana said that
there is no dearth of lack
of confidence among
teachers they only need
proper training and oppor-
tunity. Under this how to
talk on various issues, cul-
tural programmes and
arrangement of yoga will
be made by SCERT.

The Addl Director
School Education
Department Dr Yogesh
Shivhare inaugurated the
training at SCERT at
Shankar Nagar. Rana on
this occasion answered to
the queries of the partici-
pants and motivated the
children for the next aca-
demic session. On this oc-
casion Asst. Director
Koustub Chatterjee,
Director Literacy Mission
and Nodal Officer
Prashant Pandey,
Resource Person Charnit
Sandhu, Kamla Rajpal,
Kavita Mishra, MK
Sharma and Pragya
Senapati were present.

Goncha festival will start with Chandan Jatra worship

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 14: The
princely state’s Bastar
Goncha festival has start-
ed on Tuesday, June 14,

with the worship of
Devsnan Chandan Jatra.
In the Jagannath temple
premises from 09 am, 360
houses of Aranyak
Brahmin community, ac-
cording to tradition, after
anointing Lord

Shaligram with the holy
water of river Indravati,
the deities of Lord
Jagannath Swami, Devi
Subhadra and
Balabhadra were given
sandal bath.

360 Ghar Aranyak
Brahmin Samaj President
Ishwar Khambari told
that as per tradition, on
June 14, Lord Shaligram
from village Aasna was
established in Shri
Jagannath temple under
Devasnana Chandan

Jatra worship law.
Thereafter, the Brahmins
of 360 Ghar Aranyak
Brahmin Samaj per-
formed the Devasnana-
chandan Jatra Puja Vidhi
by bringing the holy
water of Indravati River
to Jagannath Temple.
After this the Deities of
the Lord were installed in
the Mukti Mandap.

With this, the fast of
Lord Jagannath Swami
will start and continue till
June 29. During this dar-

shan will be prohibited,
on June 30, Lord
Jagannath Swami will
have darshan along with
the worship rituals. On
July 01, along with the
Gundicha Rath Yatra
Puja Vidhi, Lord
Jagannath Swami will
stay in Janakpuri
Sirhasar Bhavan for 09
days, where various wor-
ship rituals of Bastar
Goncha festival will be
performed according to
tradition.

Jewellery and cash stolen
from teacher’s house

Jagdalpur, Jun 14:
Unknown thieves stole a
total of Rs 13,500 including
precious jewellery and
cash from village Rajur
Bedaguda Para, from the
house of Anand Kumar
Sahu, posted as a teacher
in village Barupata
Secondary School under
Parpa police station area.
In the case of theft the po-
lice is investigating
against the unknown
thieves by registering an
FIR. According to the in-
formation received from
the police, Anand Kumar
Sahu resident of village
Rajur had gone to his res-
idence village Surra po-
lice station Gurur with
his family on May 25 due
to school holiday. To
whom Sampatram, who

lives in the neighbor-
hood, called and told that
the lock of the main door
of your house is broken,
it seems that it has been
stolen.

After this, Anand Sahu
came back to the village
and saw that the main
door was not locked.
The door of 02 cup-
boards kept in the room
was open. The whole

thing was in disarray. 01
gold garland kept in the
locker of a almirah, 08
thousand rupees, two
pairs of children’s silver
anklets, 4 thousand ru-
pees, cash amount 1500
rupees were missing. In
all, 13 thousand 500 ru-
pees were stolen. After
which he has complained
of theft to Parpa police
station.

Resolve public problems and
solve them quickly: Akbar

Kawardha, Jun 14:
Minister for Forest,
Transport, Housing,
Environment, Law,
Legislative and Climate
Change and Kawardha
MLA Mohammad Akbar
is reaching the villages of
remote Vananchal area
himself to listen to the
problems, grievances, de-
mands of the people and
solve them. In the same
connect, the Minister
reached village Taregaon
in remote Vananchal area
of ??Bodla block and in the
camp held instructed the
officials to address public
problems with priority.

While directing the de-
partmental officers, Akbar
said that the department
should take time to resolve
such applications, and
take action on them and
take concrete and quality
solutions. Minister Shri
Akbar directed to issue

show cause notices for the
absence of the Executive
Engineer of the Public
Works Department in the
camp. Minister Akbar
said that the main objec-
tive of the district level
public problem prevention
camp is to reach out to the
villagers and listen to
their problems and solve
them quickly.

Problems like ration
card, electricity, and drink-
ing water can reach the
government administra-
tion in Vananchal area
and they can be resolved
quickly. The Minister also
informed that a diversion
of Rs. 3 crore 86 lakh has
been approved in village
Magarwada and the work
of canal drain is to be
done in it. On the applica-
tion received in relation to
the forest rights letter to
the Tribal Welfare
Department, he said that

after preparing the in-
quiry report in 2 months,
take further action. The
Assistant Commissioner
said that applications were
received for increasing the
number of seats in the
tribal hostel of village
Swaghi, for which a pro-
posal has been prepared
and sent.

During this, Collector
Mr. Ramesh Sharma,
Superintendent of Police
Dr. Lal Umend Singh,
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Mrs. Manisha Raote, SDM
Mr. PC Kori, Mr. Agam
Anant, Mr. Rajkumar
Tiwari, District President
Mrs. Amita Prabhati
Markam, District
Panchayat member Mr.
Mukhi Ram. Markam,
Shri Tuka Ram
Chandravanshi, Shri Ram
Kumar Patel, Shri Sanat
Jaiswal, Shri Pitambar
Verma, Shri Rajesh
Meravi, Shri Gore Lal
Chandravanshi, Shri
Amar Singh Verma, Shri
Darpat Gadewal, Shri
Hira Gwal, Shri
Chhaviram Verma, Shri
Mannu Chandravanshi, A
large number of villagers
of Vananchal area includ-
ing Shri Santosh Awasthi,
Shri Amit Verma, Shri
Ramsharan Sahu and
Sarpanch, Panchs were
present.

Bastar monsoon prediction fails due
to slow pace of monsoon winds

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 14: Due
to the continuous failure
of monsoon predictions
in Bastar, the
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department is also mov-
ing ahead for a day or two.
First of all, the prediction
of monsoon entering
Bastar was made by the
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department from June 7
to 8. After this, the possi-
bility of 13-14 June was
expressed. Whether or not
the monsoon reaches
Bastar today remains to
be seen.

Now that a system is ac-
tive in Southern region,
the pace of monsoon is
very slow. Even today, the
game of hide and seek is
going on in Bastar since
morning but it has not
rained. People are tired of

the heat. The
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department is now pre-
dicting that the monsoon
will be effective from June
17 to 18 in Chhattisgarh
via Bastar.

It is being told that this
year the speed of mon-
soon winds has been rela-
tively less. This is the rea-
son why it is taking so
long for the monsoon to
reach Bastar.

It is worth noting that
the monsoon had reached
Bastar on June 11 last
year. There was heavy

rain in Bastar division on
this day. After this, the
monsoon had become
fully effective in the state
by June 14. This year also
it was expected that the
monsoon would reach
around June 10 but it did
not happen.

According to the
Meteorological Center,
monsoon can reach here
in a day or two. Due to
lack of rain, the tempera-
ture of Bastar is still run-
ning around 40 degrees.

For the last two days, a
pre-monsoon-like situa-
tion is being created in
Bastar, but the Rain God
is not showering his bless-
ings. The condition of the
city is worst as the heat
and humidity has made
life miserable for people.
The maximum tempera-
ture of the city was
recorded at 38 degree

Celsius, while the mini-
mum temperature was
24.1 degrees Celsius. The
heat of the sun during the
day has left people stay in-
doors. People are now
praying that the monsoon
arrives at the earliest and
there is respite from the
heat.

Scientist HP Chandra of
Meteorological Center
said that there is a pre-
monsoon-like situation in
Bastar due to cloud cover,
strong wind and drizzle.
Monsoon is near and it
may take one to two more
days to reach Bastar. With
the onset of monsoon, the
process of rain will start
in Bastar, after which the
monsoon wind will cover
the entire state. With this,
the monsoon in
Chhattisgarh via Bastar
will become effective from
June 17 to 18.

Children learn
watching teachers:
Rana

Training prog of
teachers of SAEMS
begins

Telephonic fraud
case

In the name of buy-
ing a second hand
car, there was a
fraud of Rs 1.19 lakh 

Of princely state of
Bastar 

Lord Shaligram will
be anointed with
the water of river
Indravati

Summer Table Tennis
camp concludes

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1144::  More than 30
budding players attended the
month-long Table Tennis
camp being organized under
the aegis of Chhattisgarh
Table Tennis Association
(CTTA) in association with
Rajdhani TT Sangh at Sapre
School TT Hall which began
from May 9 onwards.

CTTA President Sharad
Shukla was the chief guest of
the concluding ceremony
held here whereas senior
Vice President Kishore
Jadwani presided over the
function. Providing the above
information the CTTA
Secretary Vinay Baiswade
said that certificates were
distributed to the player at
the concluding ceremony
here. Nageshwar Sahu,
Priyanshi Purohit, Laksya
Maithil, Rishi Jain, Eklavya
Chandrrakar, VarunDutt

Agrawal, Prapti Kedia, Jaidev
Tiwari, Mahvisha Ansari,
Mahavin Ansari, Keshav Goel,
Ashmi Jain, Arham Jain,
Lavanya Pandey, Jiven
Chandiramani, Chahek
Kataria, Aahana Singh, Advik
Singh, Anchal Bareth,
Kshestra Mishra, Vedi
Kutchwaha, Yashwant
Decate, Vishal Decate, Ramji
Kumar, Harshit Kedia, Pranay
Chouhan, Lokesh Jangade,
Arjun Malhotra, Karan
Malhota, Andrew Aron T
Williams, Atharva Jindal and
Rajiv Sahu were the partici-
pants in the summer camp.

Vinay Baiswade, Miraj,
Pravin Nirapure were the offi-
cials who imparted coaching
to the players.

CTTA Joint Secretary
Vimal Nair and Pradeep Joshi
were also present on the
occasion.



Gariaband, Jun 14: 

The process of death of
kidney affected patients is
going on in Gariaband dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh, in
which another kidney pa-
tient died on Friday night.
The death of kidney pa-
tients continues in the vil-
lage for the last 12 years,
and with the death of
Tukaram Kshetrapal, a
teacher of the village, the
death toll has risen to 79.
Contamintaed water is
being speculated the cul-
prit behind the deaths.

The condition of the vil-
lage remains the same
even today. Mahendra
Sonwani of the village
told that the teacher
Tukaram Kshetrapal was
suffering from kidney dis-
ease for the last four years
and he was also undergo-
ing treatment at AIIMS

Raipur,and the family
members were preparing
to bring him home after
getting him discharged
late last night, during
which he died.
Gariaband CMHO doctor
NR Navratna said that
the patient’s paratoneal
dialysis was also going
on, and every effort was
being made from the gov-
ernment for treatment.

Problem of contami-
nated water continues
in Supebeda:

The problem of con-
taminated water persists
in Supebeda for a long
time. People are falling ill
by drinking contaminat-
ed water. Villager
Mahendra Sonwani said
that there was an an-
nouncement to give
water from the nearby
Tel River, but till date the
water of Tel River has

not been received, there-
fore the villagers are com-
pelled to drink contami-
nated water. It would be
necessary to mention here
that recently the Health
Minister of the state TS
Singhdev had reached
Supebeda’s visit, during
which the villagers were
hopeful that their impor-
tant demand of getting
water from the river
would be fulfilled.
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Bilaspur, Jun 14: 

Encouraged by positive
response from passengers
to the pilot project of “One
Station One Product” at
Bilaspur station, the
Bilaspur railway division
has decided to extend the
project to other stations
under Bilaspur division.

The ambitious scheme
of the ministry of railways
is aimed at providing op-
portunities to local arti-
sans, potters, weavers,

craftsmen, etc to make a
living through their skills
and provide them with sale
outlets at railway stations
across the country.

The stalls promoting
local products under “One
station One product” will
be put up at identified sta-
tions, initially for 15 days.
Under the Bialspur divi-
sion, the initiative was
first launched at the
Bilaspur railway station
on March 25 this year
where artisans from

Raigarh displayed their
local  products for 15 days
each on four occasions.

Now, the scheme is being
rolled out at Korba,
Janjgir-Naila, Anupur,
Pendra, Uslapur and
Vishrampur stations.

“It will also promote
local handicrafts, hand-
looms and processed food
items which are unique to
the area around the rail-
way stations. The project
will provide a stable mar-
keting platform to improve

income, local employment,
skills and livelihood,” said
an official spokesperson.
To avail of the facility, arti-
sans can apply with the
local railway officials or at
the division level. In this
initiative, the railway ad-
ministration provides in-
frastructure and other as-
sistance for free. At pres-
ent Herbal Product stall is
running on platform no 01
of Bilaspur station. In ad-
dition, on platform no 01 of
Jangir-Naila station handi-

crafts made out of paddy
husk by local artisans is
being displayed from June
11. On platform no 01 of
Korba station stall of local
herbal products is on dis-
play from June 11. At
Anupur station on plat-
form no 01 from June 11,
exhibition cum  sale of
tribal Gondi painting is
being run by the local
Tribal Shristi Kala
Kendra. At Pendra Road
railway station on plat-
form no 01, herbal prod-
ucts, spices and other
household products manu-
factured by the local
Woman Self-Hep Group is
on display and sale from
June 11. Likewise in
Uslapur station from June
13  stall of local products
has been established and
in Vishrampur station too
from June 13 products
made out of soil by the
local Mati Kala Kendra is
on display on platform no
01.

Bilaspur Division covers six 
rly stations under pilot project

One station one product

Jagdalpur, Jun 14:

Bastar Police personnel
are participating enthusi-
astically in the sports in
May 2022, in the weightlift-
ing competition
(weightlifting) of the
National Sports
Competition organized by
Master Guess Federation
in Kerala. Bastar Police’s
female constable
Poornima Thakur has
won gold in 64 kg category.

This success of
Poornima Thakur has
made the police depart-
ment proud. This success
of Poornima has proved
that even the biggest goal
can be achieved with a
strong willpower and hard
work.

The success story of
Poornima is very inspir-
ing. Poornima was away
from the game after the
Caesar operation, but in
the last 2 years, Poornima
started working hard
again and the hard work
also paid off and got the
first position in 64 Kg-cate-
gory of weightlifting com-
petition held in Kerala.

After winning the gold
medal, Poornima says that
she sweats every day for
three hours to improve her
game. Along with her
game, Poornima also gives
ample time to duty. For
this, Poornima gives cred-
it to the higher officials of
her department.

Bastar IG Sundarraj P
Bastar SP and Additional
SP. Bastar IG Sundarraj P.
said that this success of
Purnima means a lot for
the police department.
Poornima has illuminated

the name of Bastar along
with the department. The
IG said that in recent
times such an environ-
ment is being created in
Bastar, under which the
police personnel of Bastar
are advancing themselves
in different sports. For
this, a better environment
is also being created in col-
laboration with the dis-
trict administration,
under which an interna-
tional level playing field
has been prepared in
Jagdalpur.

Poornima Thakur wins gold medal 
In national sports competition; represent from Bastar Police 

working as female constable

Jagdalpur, Jun 14: 

Passenger railway facil-
ity has been kept at the
lowest rung in Bastar for
last many years. Ignoring
the demand for its reform,
the railway administra-
tion is keeping silent on
this issue. Due to this neg-
lect, the anger of the
youth of Bastar against
the railway administra-
tion has come to the
brink, and there is a say-
ing that changes often
come only when one acts.
An indefinite rail roko
movement has been an-
nounced by the youth
from June 15, the local
youths are ready to stop
the trains. This move-
ment will be started on
June 15th by a team of 500
youth with the initiative
to stop the train move-
ment in the region.

The convener of the
movement Saket Shukla,
Navneet Chand, Sushil
Maurya and Rohit Arya
informed that we have
been preparing for it for
last 6 months. In addition
to informing the top offi-
cials of the railways along
with the one-day protest
at the Chowk, detailed in-
formation has been pro-

vided in this regard by
meeting the Union
Railway Minister during
his stay in Koraput. It is a
matter of regret that no
satisfactory initiative has
been taken by the Railway
Administration in this re-
gard so far.

For this reason, in
order to wake up the rail-
way administration from
the deep slumber the pro-
posed movement will be
started from June 15. He
said that the preparations
for this movement are in
the final stages. A lot of
enthusiasm can also be
seen about this movement
among the youth. Every
resident of Bastar seems
to be serious about this

matter. This is the reason
that the youths who are
initiating the movement
together with 500 compan-
ions on June 15th are feel-
ing sure about the success
of the movement.

It may be noted that in
this regard, an ultimatum
(memorandum) in the
name of DRM Anup
Kumar Satpathy of East
Coast Railway,
Visakhapatnam Railway
Division was handed over
to SMR Shri Nayak of
Jagdalpur. It was demand-
ed by mentioning promi-
nently in the memoran-
dum that Jagdalpur op-
poses the transfer of
Rayagada new railway di-
vision, it should be kept

as it is in Visakhapatnam
division. A demand has
been made for the con-
struction of the Rawghat-
Jagdalpur rail line kept in
a cold storage by the
Railway Development
Corporation and by sus-
pending the Bastar
Railway Private Limited
Irkam Company and tak-
ing strict action against
the corrupt officials. A de-
mand has been made to
start the Rawghat-
Jagdalpur rail project and
to extend this train to the
capital of the country by
restarting the Durg-
Jagdalpur Intercity
Express.

Like NMDC, a demand
has been made to upgrade

the existing railway hos-
pital at Jagdalpur and
convert it into a super spe-
cialty hospital by releas-
ing funds from CSR head
to Bastar division.
Construction of over-
bridge or under-bridge by
marking sensitive railway
crossings falling under
Jagdalpur area.

A demand has also been
made to develop
Jagdalpur railway station
as a model station with all
facilities.

Around 500 youths to start ‘Rail-Roko’ movement 

DRM instructed 
to inform the police

Local SMR MR Nayak, con-

firming the agitation memo-

randum submitted by the

railway agitators, immedi-

ately gave the information

about it to the DRM of

Visakhapatnam Railway

Division. DRM Anup

Satpathy has given instruc-

tions to maintain law and

order keeping in view the

indefinite rail movement. He

has asked to send all the

information related to this

movement to the district

police force so that law and

order can be maintained

locally.

Jagdalpur, Jun 14: MLA
Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, on the oc-
casion of his birthday, felici-
tated the brilliant students
of Jagdalpur block. This in-
cludes class 12th student
Priya Nishad, who was a
student of Saraswati
Shishu Mandir and she has
secured first position in the
district. Similarly, in class
12th, Jyoti Vishwas has se-
cured second position in de-
velopment block and third
in district. Kumari
Harshita, a student who se-
cured first and second posi-
tion in development block
in class 10th and Kumari
Shivani, who secured sec-

ond position in develop-
ment block and fourth in
district in class 10th, was
honored by presenting
them with mobile phone
and citation. MLA
Jagdalpur gave best wishes
to the children while wish-
ing them a bright future.
MLA Jagdalpur and
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain said that
every effort is being made to
improve the level of educa-
tion as per the intention of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Children are being
encouraged so that they can
achieve better position in
the field of education. He
said that today English
medium education is being

provided to the children
from Swami Atmanand
English Medium School, so
that they too can compete
with the children of big
cities.On this occasion,
along with Rekhchand Jain,
Municipal Corporation
Chairman Kavita Sahu,
Councilor Surya Pani, City
District Congress
Committee General
Secretary Gournath Nag,
Hemu Upadhyay, District
President of Law
Department Awadhesh Jha,
Vicky Nishad, Block
Education Officer
Mansingh Bharadwaj,
Bharti Devangan, BRC
Garuda Mishra along with
others were present.

Parliamentary Secy honours
meritorious students 

By providing mobile and citation

Bhond, Jun 14: 

As per the directives of
district administration
in connection with Shala
Pravesh Utsav for 2022-23,
rally was organized on
June 14 in Cluster Centre
Kurkanar. This rally was
organised with an aim to
make all the teachers in
the schools under Cluster
Centre Kurkanar as well
as students, parents and
others aware about the
opening of school on
June 16. As part of the

rally Cluster Principal
Saida Khan while con-
tacting the parents and
teachers on the way
made them aware about
the importance of educa-
tion. To make the pro-
gramme successful vil-
lage panchayat
K u r k a n a r s a r p a n c h
Sadan Ram Kashyap,
School Management
Committee president
Anil Thakur,
Coordinator Hemant
Dhruv, Avantika Bhedia
and others were present.

Awareness rally for Shala
Pravesh Utsav taken out

Kondagaon, Jun 14: 

A married man and a
woman with whom he
was allegedly having an
affair were stripped and
paraded in  Kondagaon
district, police said on
Tuesday.

Four persons includ-
ing the man’s wife have
been arrested in connec-
tion with the incident
that took place at a vil-
lage under Urindabeda
police station limits on
June 11, said a senior po-
lice official.

After the incident
came to light, a police
team was sent to the vil-
lage for investigation, he
added. The man’s wife
spotted him with anoth-
er woman, and called
some people including

her relatives, the official
said. The group then
stripped the duo and pa-
raded them through the
locality, he said.

Based on the victims’
statements, a case was
registered at
Urindabeda police sta-
tion under section 354

(assault or criminal
force to woman to out-
rage her modesty) and
other relevant sections
of the Indian Penal
Code, and four persons
including the man’s wife
were arrested.

Further probe is on,
the official said.

Man, woman paraded naked over
extramarital relationship

About the incident
The man’s wife spotted him with another woman, and
called some people including her relatives. The group
then stripped the duo and paraded them through the
locality.

Police action

Based on the victims’ statements, a case was regis-
tered at Urindabeda police station under section 354
(assault or criminal force to woman to outrage her
modesty) and other relevant sections of the Indian
Penal Code, and four persons including the man’s wife
were arrested.

Bilaspur, Jun 14:

Pepperfry, the ecom-
merce furniture and
home goods company,
announced the launch
of its 1st Studio in
B i l a s p u r ,
Chhattisgarh. The of-
fline expansion is in
line with the compa-
ny’s aim to penetrate
into niche markets and
build an omnichannel

business in home and
living marketplace in
India. Pepperfry’s stu-
dio footprint currently
spans across 80+ cities
with 160+ studios in
the country. The com-
pany launched its first
studio in 2014.
The new studio
launched in partner-
ship with Mahavir
Enterprises, is situated
at a prime location at

TM Business Park,
Near Magneto Mall, in
Bilaspur, spanning
across a carpet area of
827 sq. ft. It offers cus-
tomers a first-hand ex-
perience of a large cat-
alogue of furniture
and home products
carefully selected from
a differentiated portfo-
lio of 1 lakh plus prod-
ucts available on
Pepperfry website.

Pepperfry launches new studio in Bilaspur

Supebeda records 79th 
death due to kidney disease

RESCUE OPERATION

Rescue operation underway after a massive landslide amid heavy rains in Guwahati, Tuesday. At least four people
were killed in the landslide, according to officials.

FOREST FIRE

Smoke billows after a fire broke out in the forest in Lug valley area of Kullu district, Tuesday.

Natural farming good for toxin-free
agriculture with better production

at less cost: Adityanath
Lucknow, Jun 14 (PTI) 

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
on Tuesday said natural
farming is a good medium
for toxin-free agriculture
with better production at
less cost.

“The biggest challenge
before us today is how we
can do toxic-free farming
at low cost. We are grateful
to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, who made
a provision for this in the
Union Budget. This option
is ‘cow-based natural
farming,” Adityanath said
while addressing the 33rd
foundation day of the
Uttar Pradesh Agriculture
Research Council through
video conferencing.

“In 2020, the Prime
Minister had asked in UP
whether we can promote it

on the banks of river
Ganga? Can we promote
horticulture crops and
vegetable cultivation in
this form? At that time we
had taken out Ganga
Yatra. Ganga Yatra suc-
ceeded in establishing
Ganga Nursery, Ganga
Garden, Ganga Udyan etc.
at many places,” he added.

There is a provision in
the Union Budget that we
have to pursue natural
farming in a 5-kilometre
area on both the banks of
river Ganga. The Centre
and state government will
cooperate in this endeav-
our, the chief minister
said.

Apart from this, the
state government has
made a programme to en-
courage natural farming
in the entire region of
Bundelkhand.

MP: SP expels MLA Rajesh Kumar
Shukla for crossing over to BJP

Indore, Jun 14 (PTI) 

The Samajwadi Party
on Tuesday said it has
expelled MLA Rajesh
Kumar Shukla from the
party’s primary mem-
bership in the wake of
his “anti-party activi-
ties” and switching over
to the ruling BJP in
Madhya Pradesh.

Shukla, the lone SP
MLA in Madhya
Pradesh, along with an
MLA of the Bahujan
Samaj Party and an inde-
pendent legislator joined
the BJP in Bhopal on
Tuesday in the presence
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan.

Now, the SP has no leg-
islator in the 230-mem-
ber state Assembly.

After Shukla joined

the BJP, SP’s Madhya
Pradesh unit president
Ramayan Patel, while
talking to PTI, claimed
“the ruling BJP is show-
ing its money power and
luring MLAs from oppo-
sition parties into its
fold, resulting in the
murder of democracy.”

He said Shukla has
been expelled from the
SP’s primary member-
ship for indulging in
anti-party activities and
joining hands with the
BJP.

“We are also trying to
ensure that his Assembly
membership gets termi-
nated, and will take swift
action in the matter after
discussing it with the
Samajwadi Party’s na-
tional president,
Akhilesh Yadav,” Patel

said. He also said that
Shukla’s move to switch
over to the BJP will not
affect the SP’s prospects
in the Madhya Pradesh
Assembly elections due
next year.

We will contest the
Assembly polls with full
preparation,” Patel said,
and claimed the next gov-
ernment in Madhya
Pradesh will not be
formed without the SP’s
support.

Shukla represents
Bijawar Assembly seat
in Chhattarpur district.

Besides Shukla, BSP’s
Sanjeev Singh
Kushwaha (MLA from
Bhind) and Independent
legislator Vikram Singh
Rana (from Susner) also
joined the BJP on
Tuesday.

Assam: NRC boss files vigilance
complaint against predecessor

Guwahati, Jun 14 (PTI) 

The state coordinator of
National Register of Citizens
(NRC) in Assam has filed a
complaint with the vigilance
wing against his predeces-
sor, Prateek Hajela, alleging
financial irregularities.

A senior official of the
Vigilance & Anti-Corruption
wing of Assam Police told
PTI that it has received a
complaint from NRC State
Coordinator Hitesh Dev
Sarma, but no FIR has been
registered yet.

“We will study the com-
plaint first. If we find any
merit in it, we shall discuss
with the appropriate author-
ity and proceed,” he said.
When contacted, Sarma told
PTI that he filed the com-
plaint on Monday. He, howev-
er, declined to comment on
its contents. Sources said
that Sarma’s complaint al-

leges financial irregularities
during preparation of the
final list of the NRC. Last
month, Sarma had lodged a
complaint with the CID
against Hajela, several other
officers and data entry oper-
ators associated with updat-
ing the citizenship docu-
ment, accusing them of “anti
national” and “criminal ac-
tivities” during the process.
The final NRC was released
on August 31, 2019, with the
list excluding 19,06,657 peo-
ple. A total of 3,11,21,004
names were included out of
3,30,27,661 applicants. After
taking charge, Sarma had
told the Gauhati High Court
in an affidavit that in the
“supplementary list” of the
NRC, over 10,000 names were
either wrongly included or
excluded, and necessary or-
ders were issued to delete
nearly 4,800 “ineligible per-
sons” from the document.

Delhi govt proposes to empower local bodies,
SHOs to act against noise pollution

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI) 

Aiming to effectively
control and curb noise
pollution in Delhi, the city
government has proposed
to empower officials of
civic bodies to take action
against violators, accord-
ing to officials.

The Delhi Environment
Department has also sub-
mitted a proposal to the
Union Environment
Ministry to designate
SHOs as an authority to
prosecute violators under
noise pollution rules.

Under the Noise
Pollution (Regulation and
Control) Rules, 2000,
deputy commissioners,
subdivisional magis-
trates, assistant commis-
sioners of police (traffic),
subdivisional police offi-
cers — including of rail-
ways and airports — and
member secretary and
chairman of the Delhi

Pollution Control
Committee have been des-
ignated as an authority to
take action against viola-
tors.

In Delhi, the local and
civic bodies — MCD,
NDMC and Delhi
Cantonment Board — are
not empowered to initiate
legal action under the
Noise Pollution
(Regulation and Control)
Rules. The only option
available to them is to re-
port the violation to the
designated authorities.

A committee set up by
the National Green
Tribunal to monitor com-
pliance of the noise rules
felt that noise pollution
cannot be effectively con-
trolled and curbed in
Delhi without active par-
ticipation of local bodies.

It asked the Law
Department of the city
government to initiate a
proposal to empower the

officials of local and civic
bodies under the Noise
Pollution (Regulation and
Control) Rules. The pro-
posal is pending with the
lieutenant governor.

The committee also no-
ticed that the Delhi Police
procured 244 sound level
meters and distributed
them among ACPs/sub-di-
visions and SHOs.

However, “very few ac-
tions” have been reported
utilising the sound level
meters. The reason for in-
action is that SHOs are
not designated as an au-
thority to prosecute viola-
tors under noise pollution
rules, according to the
panel headed by Justice
(retired) S P Garg.

The panel then asked
the environment depart-
ment to prepare a propos-
al for delegation of au-
thorities to all station
house officers (SHOs) in
Delhi.

BJP stance on history, articulated by
Shah, gets thumbs down from Nitish

Patna, Jun 14 (PTI) 

The BJP’s insistence
that history be rewritten
with more emphasis on
Hindu kings who resisted
Muslim invasion than on
the invaders themselves
has received a thumbs
down from Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar,
whose JD(U) is the saffron
party’s largest alliance
partner. Kumar was asked
about the debate, especial-
ly in academic circles, that
has been triggered by the
recent statement of Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
at the launch of a book on
history written by a med-
ical professional.

How can you change his-
tory? Is it possible to do so ,
quipped Kumar with ex-
clamatory laughter in
reply to the question that
was posed on the sidelines

of his weekly public inter-
action programme here on
Monday.

Although the septuage-
narian dismissed the issue
with his curt reply, the
message was loud and
clear. History, incidentally,
has often been the stick
that the BJP and the JD(U)
have used to beat each
other with.

Last year, a BJP MLA
Haribhushan Thakur
Bachaul, who is seen as a
Hindutva hardliner, had
come out with the sugges-
tion that Bakhtiyarpur, a
sleepy town on the out-
skirts of the state capital
where the chief minister
was born, be renamed
after the JD(U) leader.

Kumar had summarily
rejected the suggestion
terming it as faltu baat
(rubbish). Bakhtiyarpur is
said to have been named

after Bakhtiyar Khilji, the
12th century Afghan gen-
eral who had marauded
Bihar and Bengal and
whose infamous exploits
include the razing of the
centre of higher learning
at Nalanda where
Buddhists from far and
wide used to pursue their
studies. The JD(U),
seemed intent on giving it
back to its domineering
coalition partner when the
party’s parliamentary
board chief Upendra
Kushwaha carried out a
sustained campaign
against the alleged deni-
gration of Emperor
Asoka. The legendary
king of Magadha was the
grandson of
Chandragupta Maurya,
who was born in a poor
family of shepherds and
went on to found the
Maurya dynasty which the

BJP also seeks to remi-
nisce with a lot of nation-
alistic pride. However, be-
cause of Chandragputa
Maurya’s humble origins,
the king and his descen-
dants have come to be seen
as cultural icons of sort
for the OBCs who domi-
nate politics in the state.

Uttar Pradesh-based
playwright Daya Prakash
Sinha, who got selected for
the Sahitya Akademi
award this year, had
stoked a controversy by
drawing a parallel be-
tween Asoka and Mughal
Emperor Aurangzeb, who
is reviled by the BJP and
its ilk as a bigot. Sinha had
contended that piety was
used by both rulers as a
cloak for their unbridled
ambition, though unsur-
prisingly, the nuanced
view found no takers in
the political world.

SC asks Jharkhand govt to approach registry
for urgent listing of plea against HC order

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI) 

The Supreme Court
Tuesday asked the
Jharkhand government to
approach the apex court
registrar for urgent listing
of its petition challenging
an order of the high court,
which had accepted the
maintainability of a plea
seeking a probe against
Chief Minister Hemant
Soren so that the registry
can take orders from the of-
fice of the chief justice
about its listing.

The plea before the
Jharkhand High Court has
sought a probe into alleged
irregularities in the grant
of mining leases and also
into the transactions of
some shell companies al-
legedly operated by Soren’s
family members and asso-

ciates.
On June 3, the High

Court had said it was of the
considered opinion that the
writ petitions cannot be
thrown away on the ground
of maintainability and it
will proceed to hear the
matters on merit.

The plea filed by the state
against the June 3 order of
the high court was men-
tioned for urgent listing be-
fore a vacation bench of
Justices A S Bopanna and
Vikram Nath. The bench
told senior advocate
Arunabh Chowdhury, who
mentioned the matter on
behalf of the state, to give
details about the petition to
the registrar. The state gov-
ernment told the bench
that there is urgency as de-
spite being informed that a
special leave petition (SLP)

has been filed in the apex
court challenging the June
3 order, the high court has
listed the matter for hear-
ing on June 17, it said. You
just give the details. They
(apex court registry) will
take orders, the bench said.
It observed that two vaca-
tion benches are sitting at
present and the chief jus-
tice would take a call about
the listing of the matter.
When Chowdhury told the
bench that the high court
has listed the matter for
hearing on June 17 despite
being informed about the
filing of the petition in the
apex court, the bench said,
Tell this to the registry. In
its June 3 order, a division
bench of the high court had
said, This court, after hav-
ing answered the issue, as
framed by this court, and

on the basis of discussions
made hereinabove, is sum-
ming up its view and is of
the considered opinion that
the writ petitions cannot be
thrown away on the ground
of maintainability.” Before
that, on May 24, the apex
court had asked the high
court to first hear the pre-
liminary objections on the
maintainability of the pub-
lic interest litigation (PIL)
seeking a probe in the mat-
ter. “The issue of maintain-
ability should be dealt with
by the high court on the
next date of listing when
the proceedings are taken
up. Based on the outcome of
the objections to the main-
tainability of the proceed-
ings, the high court may
thereafter proceed in accor-
dance with the law,” the
apex court had said.
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‘Unitary’ leadership 
i Chennai: After a gap,

a demand that the
party be led by a sin-
gle leader emerged
again in the main op-
position AIADMK on
Tuesday. A majority of
district secretaries
and top office-bearers
have underscored the
need for unitary lead-
ership and the party
would take a decision
in the due course on
who should lead the
party, senior
AIADMK leader and
former Minister D
Jayakumar said.
Briefing reporters fol-
lowing a meeting of
district secretaries
and senior functionar-
ies here, Jayakumar,
answering a question
reiterated that V K
Sasikala is not a mem-
ber of the AIADMK.

Jewellery ‘theft’ 
i Mumbai: Three per-

sons have been arrest-
ed here for allegedly
stealing gold and dia-
mond jewellery worth
Rs 4 crore from a rent-
ed premises in south
Mumbai, police said
on Tuesday. The ar-
rested men were iden-
tified as Prakash Sonu
Bhuvad (41) who
works as a sweeper,
his son Praveen (25)
and Yaseek Dinesh
Parmar (32). Out of
six kg of stolen jew-
ellery, two kg of jew-
ellery was recovered
from their possession,
a police official said.

Father-son killed 
i Deoria (UP): A man

and his elder son
were killed and his
younger son was crit-
ically injured after
they were attacked
while sleeping by an
unidentified miscre-
ant in Deoria district
of Uttar Pradesh, po-
lice said on Tuesday.
The deceased were
identified as Shahid
Ali (50) and Nazeer
(22), they said.
Superintendent of
Police Sankalp
Sharma said Ali had
an argument with
someone on phone
on Monday following
which later in the
night an unidentified
miscreant attacked
him and his sons
with a sharp-edged
weapon while their
were sleeping. While
Ali and Nazeer died
on the spot, his other
son Sonu (20) was
taken to the district
hospital by his fami-
ly members.

Engineer held 
i Bhopal: Lokayukta’s

Special Police
Establishment (SPE)
on Tuesday nabbed an
executive engineer of
Madhya Pradesh’s
Public Works
Department (PWD)
for accepting a bribe
of Rs 40,000 from a
contractor in Bhopal,
an official said. PWD’s
Executive Engineer
SC Verma was held
while he was accept-
ing Rs 40,000 in his of-
fice in Jawahar
Chowk locality, said
Superintendent of
Police Manu Vyas. A
Rajgarh-based con-
tractor had com-
plained that Verma
had demanded Rs one
lakh “commission”
for releasing the secu-
rity deposit kept
against a contract
work and clearing the
bill payment, he said.

A tourist drinks water to
stay hydrated on a hot
summer day, at the Taj
Mahal, in Agra, Tuesday.

Puri, Jun 14 (PTI)

After a gap of two years,
thousands of devotees on
Tuesday witnessed the
bathing rituals of the
deities of Lord
Balabhadra, Devi
Subhadra, Lord
Jagannath and Lord
Sudarshan.

The rituals are conduct-
ed on the full moon day of
Jyestha’ (mid May-mid
June). Over two lakh devo-
tees have already assem-
bled in the pilgrim town to
witness the bathing ritu-
als, an official of the Shree
Jagannath Temple
Administration said.

On this occasion, the
deities are brought out
from the garbagriha’
(sanctum sanctorum) of
the Jagannath Temple at

Puri in a ceremonial pro-
cession and taken to the
Snan Mandap’ (bathing
platform) where they are
bathed. Snan Jatra’ was
conducted without public
participation in the last
two years due to COVID-19
pandemic. According to
tradition, the deities were
brought to the Snan
Mandap’, early in the
morning and the Pahandi’

concluded at around 6 am.
Later, a group of servitors
poured 108 pitchers of pu-
rified water, drawn from
the Suna Kua’ (golden
well) in the temple premis-
es, on the four deities.
After fetching water from
the Suna Kua’, the servi-
tors add herbal and aro-
matic essence to it before
performing Jalabhishek’
or water ritual.

Devotees witness Jagannath’s
bathing rituals after 2 years
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HONORARY DOCTORATE

EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, center, receives an honorary doctor-
ate from Ben-Gurion University of the Negev by the university president Daniel
Chamovitz, left, and professor Chaim Hames, right, in Beersheba, southern Israel,
Tuesday, June 14, 2022. 

BRIEF

Independence referendum 
London: Scottish
First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon is starting
her campaign for a
second independence
referendum on
Tuesday, arguing that
Scotland would be eco-
nomically better off
outside the United
Kingdom. Sturgeon,
who leads the Scottish
National Party as well
as the devolved gov-
ernment in Scotland,
says she will release
the first in a series of
papers laying out the
case for independence.
Scotland rejected inde-
pendence in a 2014 ref-
erendum, with 55% of
voters saying they
wanted to remain part
of the United
Kingdom.

Inflation package
Berlin: The Austrian
government on
Tuesday presented a
package of measures
aimed at cushioning
the impact of high in-
flation that includes
500-euro ( 523) pay-
ments for all residents
and a three-month
delay to a new levy on
carbon dioxide emis-
sions. The govern-
ment, a coalition of
Chancellor Karl
Nehammer’s conser-
vatives and the envi-
ronmentalist Greens,
put the price of imme-
diate measures at
about 5 billion euros
and said the package
will cost a total of 28
billion euros through
2026.

Reactivate ties
Dubai: Venezuelan
President Nicolas
Maduro visited
Kuwait on Monday
and spoke to the small,
oil-rich nation’s crown
prince, state media re-
ported. We are on this
necessary tour to reac-
tivate ties of work, co-
operation, commonali-
ty, solidarity, brother-
hood, Maduro said
from Kuwait in a tele-
vised conversation
with his collaborators
in Caracas. Maduro
spoke with Sheikh
Meshal Al Ahmed Al
Jaber at Kuwait
International Airport
alongside Maduro’s
delegation, including
his wife, Cilia Flores,
state-run KUNA news
agency reported, with-
out detailing their dis-
cussions.

University appointment
Washington: Texas
Governor Greg Abbott
has appointed eminent
Indian-American
Ashok A K Mago to
the University of
North Texas System
Board of Regents. This
is the second consecu-
tive term for Mago,
who is also the found-
ing chairman of the
Greater Dallas Indo-
American Chamber,
now known as the US-
INDIA Chamber. Mago
is a recipient of the
Pravasi Bhartiya
Samman in 2010 and
Padma Shri in 2014.

Brexit deal
London: The UK gov-
ernment has intro-
duced a legislation in
Parliament that would
override parts of the
landmark 2019 Brexit
agreement struck with
the European Union
(EU) when Britain left
the common economic
zone. While the British
government insists
the Northern Ireland
Protocol Bill is aimed
at fixing parts of the
Northern Ireland
Protocol, the EU is op-
posed to the move be-
cause it warns it goes
back on agreed terms
signed by British
Prime Minister Boris
Johnson over two
years ago.

Islamabad, Jun 14:  

The US expects Pakistan
to take sustained and indis-
criminate action against all
terrorist groups,
Washington’s new envoy
here has said, stressing that
America will continue to en-
gage partners, allies, and
key states around the world
on how best to address ter-
rorism. Ambassador Donald
Blome arrived in Pakistan
late last month to take over
the charge of the US mis-
sion. His immediate task
would be to ease the strained
ties and rebuild the bilateral

relations which had been
under stress for the last
many years due to the mis-
trust over the issue of ter-
rorism and the Afghan
Taliban. Ambassador Blome
in an interview with Dawn
newspaper on Monday hint-
ed that counterterrorism co-
operation will remain a
defining feature of the US-

Pakistan relationship for
some time to come.

He said the US was seek-
ing a strong partnership
with Pakistan on counterter-
rorism and expects from
Islamabad sustained and in-
discriminate action against
all terrorist groups. The am-
bassador was specifically
asked to clarify if the US
pursuit for strengthening
counterterrorism coopera-
tion with Pakistan included
negotiations over drone bas-
ing access closer to
Afghanistan, but he avoided
a direct reply. The United
States is committed to pre-
venting the re-emergence of
terrorist threats, in
Afghanistan or anywhere
else. Fighting terrorism is a
global effort,” he said. “We
will continue to engage part-

ners, allies, and key states
around the world on how
best to address terrorism, he
said while referring to
President Joe Biden’s state-
ment in which he had talked
about developing capabili-
ties and deploying assets in
the region to prevent the re-
emergence of terrorists
from over the horizon.

On Afghanistan, the
envoy said, the US would
work with Pakistan to press
the Taliban to prevent terrorist
groups from using Afghanistan
as a base for external opera-
tions and to meet the interna-
tional community’s expecta-
tions including pressing the
Taliban to adhere to their coun-
terterrorism commitments,
form an inclusive government,
and protect the rights of
women and girls.

US expects Pak to take sustained
and indiscriminate action 

Lahore, Jun 14: 

Pakistan’s ex-military
dictator General Pervez
Musharraf, who is in a UAE
hospital in a critical condi-
tion with no possibility of
recovery, may be brought
back to the country in an air
ambulance as the Army
stands by its former chief, a
media report said on
Tuesday.

Gen. Musharraf, 78, who
ruled Pakistan from 1999 to
2008, was charged with high
treason and given a death
sentence in 2019 for sus-
pending the Constitution.
His death sentence was
later suspended. The power-
ful military establishment
has offered the family of the
former president that it can
facilitate the return of Gen.
Musharraf if it wishes,

Dunya TV reported. “The
military contacted the fami-
ly of Gen. Musharraf and
offered its help in his treat-
ment and bringing him
back home,” it said. He may
be brought back to the coun-
try in an air ambulance, the
report said. “All arrange-
ments to bring Gen.
Musharraf back to
Pakistan (are) being made

after family’s consent and
doctors’ advice. This in-
cludes the air ambulance
The institution (of the
Army) stands by its ex-
chief,” TV anchor Kamran
Shahid said in a tweet.

His family has confirmed
that the ex-general is in hos-
pital and his recovery is not
possible. “Gen Musharraf
has been hospitalised for
the last three weeks due to a
complication of his ailment
(Amyloidosis). (He is) Going
through a difficult stage
where recovery is not possi-
ble and organs are malfunc-
tioning. Pray for ease in his
daily living,” his family said
in a statement on Friday.
Amyloidosis is a rare dis-
ease that occurs when an
abnormal protein builds up
in organs and interferes
with the normal function.

He was diagnosed with the
life-threatening disease
Amyloidosis in 2018 in the
UAE. Gen. Musharraf had
left for Dubai in March 2016
for medical treatment and
has not returned since. He
was declared a fugitive in
the assassination case of
former prime minister
Benazir Bhutto and the Red
Mosque cleric killing case.

In 2020, the Lahore High
Court declared “unconsti-
tutional” all actions taken
by the Nawaz Sharif gov-
ernment against
Musharraf, including the
filing of a complaint on
high treason charge and the
formation of a special court
as well as its proceedings,
leading to the abolition of
the death penalty handed
down to him by the trial
court.

Critically-ill Musharraf may be
brought back from UAE: Report

51-year-old Indian woman
jailed in Singapore

Singapore, Jun 14: 

A 51-year-old Indian-ori-
gin woman was on
Tuesday sentenced to
seven months’ jail by a
Singapore court for dup-
ing an Indian man and his
father of more than SGD
5,000 by masquerading as
a younger woman on a
matchmaking website.
Maliha Ramu had posted a
fake profile for a 25-year-
old single woman named
Keerthana on the Tamil
Matrimony website,
TODAY newspaper report-
ed. Maliha used her rela-
tive’s photographs and
avoided video calls by say-
ing she worked at an army
base overseas and was not

allowed to use a camera
phone. On Tuesday, she
pleaded guilty to two
cheating charges, with an-
other three similar counts
taken into consideration
for sentencing.

She had already served
jail time some 15 years ago
for similar offences com-
mitted in 2006 and 2007, in-
volving much larger sums
of money. In one case, she
befriended victims in
India and Australia, prom-
ising to marry them but
cheating them of SGD
225,000 instead. The court
heard that at the time of
her latest offences, she
was widowed and self-em-
ployed. In November 2018,
the father of her victim,
Govindandhanasekaran
Murallikrishna, signed
up for an account on the
matchmaking website to

find a partner for his 29-
year-old son. When the
victim’s father contacted
her through the website,
she asked him to call on
her home number and
speak to her mother.
However, Maliha’s mother
had died in 2002 and she
lived alone. She pretended
as Keerthana’s mother
and gave her approval for
Govindandhanasekaran
to speak to Keerthana.
From then on, posing as
Keerthana, Maliha spoke
to Govindandhanase
karan through WhatsApp
text messages and calls.
She told them that she
worked as a counsellor at
an army base in Australia
and was not allowed to
use a camera phone.
Because of that, she re-
jected his requests for
video calls.

Against all terrorist
groups, says new
American envoy

For duping man on
matchmaking website

Islamabad, Jun 14: 

Pakistan will default if
the government does not
abolish the subsidies on pe-
troleum products, Finance
Minister Miftah Ismail has
said, warning that the cash-
strapped country’s econo-
my could be in a similar po-
sition as that of Sri Lanka if
tough decisions were not
taken.

Ismail claimed that the
government was still giv-
ing Rs 19 subsidy on petrol

and Rs 53 subsidy on
diesel, adding that Sri
Lanka also gave subsidies
to its public and it, eventu-
ally, defaulted. Speaking
during Geo News’ pro-
gramme Capital Talk on
Monday night, Finance
Minister Ismail said the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) has insisted on
abolishing the subsidies
on petroleum products.

The finance minister said
if the price of petrol and
electricity is not increased,
then the country will de-
fault. I have told the prime
minister that we have to
take tough decisions. The
prime minister is unhappy
with increasing the prices
of petroleum products...,
Miftah lamented.

Pak finance minister warns of default
if fuel subsidies not abolished Beirut, Jun 14:  

The U.S. envoy mediating
between Lebanon and Israel
over their disputed mar-
itime border met Lebanese
President Michel Aoun on
Tuesday in Beirut, the
president’s office said .
The talks focused on ways
of reaching a solution
amid rising tensions along
the tense boundary. Amos

Hochstein, a senior adviser
for energy security at the
U.S. State Department, ar-
rived in Beirut on Monday
following an invitation by
the Lebanese government.
The invitation came after

Israel set up a gas rig at its
designated location at the
Karish field, which Israel
says is part of its U.N.-recog-
nised exclusive economic
zone. Lebanon insists it is in
a disputed area.

US envoy talks with Lebanese on
border dispute with Israel

China city mayor apologises over COVID-19 lockdown response
Beijing, Jun 14: 

The mayor of a north-
eastern Chinese city on the
North Korean border that
had been under lockdown
for more than 50 days has
apologised for failures in
his administration’s work
amid widespread - but often
disguised - dissatisfaction
over the government’s
heavy-handed approach to
handling the pandemic.
Dandong Mayor Hao
Jianjun gave no specifics,
but said government work
and basic services had been
unsatisfactory, for which he
offered his apologies, ac-
cording to a statement is-
sued by the city govern-
ment late Monday. It is
highly unusual for a rank-
ing Communist Party offi-
cial to publicly concede er-
rors, particularly regard-
ing the hardline zero-
COVID policy that has
been repeatedly endorsed
by top officials under
President and party leader
Xi Jinping. Despite report-
ing only a handful of
cases, Dandong had seen
one of the strictest lock-
downs in China, with even
deliveries of food and
other necessities banned,
according to unofficial
sources. In his reported
comments at a meeting
with residents, Hao ac-

knowledged the sacrifices
made by the city’s 2.4 mil-
lion citizens, along with the

complaining voices” among
them over the government’s
work.

MM ost people know themselves better
than others. They know what they

are doing and what they are capable of.
Till a person does not utilize his or her
time and energy rightly and expresses his
or her highest potential there is no satis-
faction within them. It is said that the
greatest pain at the end of life is the
potential unexpressed. Most people know
that they have the capability to excel in a
certain field but they never reach that
stage and remain unhappy with them-
selves. Everybody knows their good and
bad habits; their right and wrong actions
and what they can become in their best
form. But most people lack the willpower
and determination to take responsibility
for their lives and try to improve them.
When they observe their lives and see a
lot of mess all around, they can't under-
stand which one to take care of and end
up doing nothing. They try to avoid think-
ing about the things that need to be
changed and try to find comfort in the
existing conditions. But till the thorn is not
taken out of the foot there will be pain and
discomfort. So, they pass their days being
miserable and can't sleep at night peace-
fully due to anxiety and depression.
Instead of taking responsibility and acting
for improvement, they start blaming and
complaining about other people and situ-
ations. Gradually they lack energy, and
enthusiasm and can't manage time prop-
erly to do anything to change their lives
and fall deeper into the pit they are
trapped in. Many people cocoon them-
selves in their small lives and find comfort
in it. They pass their days by keeping
themselves busy with little things. Their
potentials remain dormant within them
and the world is not benefited from them.
The people who are connected with them
and are dependent on them also suffer
because of them. Comfort and instant
pleasures are the greatest addictions that
hold a person back from taking charge of
life and building it. It stops the person
from discovering their hidden potential
and working on them to achieve success.
Dreams of such a person remain as a

dream which never gets fulfilled. When a
person gets addicted to comfort, he or she
finds out ways to do everything superfi-
cially instead of bringing out their best
performance. They just get it done some-
how instead of excelling in it and creating
a masterpiece. Such person procrasti-
nates on their work, projects, assign-
ments and dreams. They like to pass time
in leisure, luxury and entertainment then,
later on, complain about lack of time. The
things and activities that give a person
instant pleasure and satisfaction attract
the person easily. It is a strong trap and
very hard to get out of it.

Such persons will lie on the couch or
bed, plug in their earphones and keep
watching different things on their mobile
phones for hours. Many are addicted to
television serials, movies and net series,
many are addicted to online and offline
games, and many to social media and
online shopping. Such people find it diffi-
cult to leave their comfort zone and go out
in the real world for some work or to
interact with people. They do it only when
it is inevitable or when they are forced by
someone. They become unaware of time
and space. They are cut off from the real
world and people and live in a virtual
world with fake online friends. When they
face some problem, they don't find any-
body near them to help them. There are
thousands of online friends but when they
want to share their feelings there is
nobody they can trust or who is ready to
listen to them. They don't know that these
addictions to comfort and entertainment
is taking away the precious time in their
lives. One day they will become aware of
the truth and then realize that they have
not worked for self-improvement for a
long time and are lagging behind others in
many aspects of life. When they realize
that they need to fix their life they
become frightened and reluctant to take
the first step. They don't understand
where to start and in which direction to
go. But one should remember the
proverbs like 'journey of thousand miles
start with a single step' and 'the best time
to plant a tree was twenty-five years ago
and the next best time is today.

One should understand that the games
they are playing are the result of the hard
work and dedication of their creator, who
hustled days and nights to develop them.
If they stayed addicted to comfort and
procrastination, these could not have
been developed. What many people are
using for entertainment is an income
source for a few who worked for it. And
these people don't relax and enjoy their
success for a long time. Such people move
on to do the next higher work as soon as
one project is completed. Also, they have
to work continuously to maintain their

success intact and going. Similarly,
movies, serials and other shows we keep
watching are the results of hard work,
dedication and discipline of the actors,
director and all other crew members.
They are relentless and consistent in their
actions to complete the project success-
fully. They don't relax and enjoy the luxu-
ry they have earned. During their prime
time, they work for many hours a day.
Sometimes they work on several projects
simultaneously. Soon after completing a
film, they focus on the next one. They
have to follow strict discipline to keep
them fit, look good and remain presenta-
ble all the time. They are always followed
by a camera and their every action
becomes news. They take calculated
diets, exercise regularly, learn and prac-
tise different skills related to their profes-
sion and are constantly engaged in devel-
oping themselves. One who will stagnate
will be replaced by someone better as
there are always people waiting in the
queue with talent. They have to sacrifice
many things and bear a lot of pain and dis-
comfort on their road to success. Once
they are committed to a project, they have
to be present on time and location as a lot
of other people are involved and they have
to work in synchronization. 

They rehearse several times before the
final performance so that they get the
perfect shot. They try to put forward their
best performance every time. They have
to move to different locations and stay
away from home and family and work
according to the demand of the script.
After several years of hard work and ded-
ication, they become popular. The sports
stars we watch playing and following also
left their comfort zone long ago. They
have to overcome many obstacles, suffer
many losses and embrace a lot of pain
before becoming world-class in their field.
The skills they possess are the result of
years of hard work, discipline, dedication
and sacrifices they made. They have gone
through failures, rejection, and injuries
and suffered a lot of physical, mental and
emotional pain to reach the height of their
career. People recognize them only after
they are successful but during their strug-
gle, they were fighting alone. Everyone
sticks to the one who succeeds and their
story is heard by all. But when they were
hustling very few were there to support
and encourage them. After becoming
famous they are provided everything but
during their grooming period, they had to
struggle for very little things. They had to
practise every day for hours with faith and
determination. Nobody knows whether
they will be successful till they become.
But those who don't quit are the ones who
do it. According to the ten thousand hours
rule, if a person works hard and sincerely

for ten thousand hours or for ten hours on
any field, skill or talent he or she becomes
a master in that. So, genuine talent and
success are not easy but take years of
practice before becoming perfect and
world-class. According to a new concept
of epigenetics, it is found that a person
can overcome their genetic weaknesses
through consistent hard work. So, genet-
ics cannot be an excuse for anybody to be
the best in what they do or who they
become. By nature, every human-like to
feels important, appreciated and to be in
the limelight. For that many people are
finding easy shortcuts to present them-
selves and get instant results. Social
media is full of such pictures, reels and
posts. But most of them are superficial,
average or fake. That's why only one in
lakhs succeed on such platforms. Those
who succeed also worked hard and con-
sistently for that. They are focused on
developing their own content and improv-
ing themselves by learning from others
and from their own mistakes. They don't
waste time watching what others are
doing and then comparing and competing
with them. They find their own unique tal-
ent and path to success. They also follow
a disciplined lifestyle and work on their
craft regularly to come up with out-of-
the-box content. Succeeding once in a
while is not enough. One has to be consis-
tent and persistent in their work. They
have to keep improving and evolving with
time. 

After years of good work, they are rec-
ognized and become successful. So, to be
successful one has to leave the comfort
zone and embrace some discomfort.
Every pain one suffers and survives makes
him or her stronger and wiser. So, one
should not try to avoid pain but rather
take some consciously. For example, wak-
ing up early and exercising regularly seem
to be painful in the beginning but the out-
come is precious. To follow discipline, one
has to give up some habits and adopt
some new ones even if one does not like
them. One has to eat consciously and
sleep adequately to be physically and
mentally fit. One has to learn and develop
their skills regularly to succeed in their
profession. One has to give up some luxu-
ries and entertainment so that they can
create some time and space for their hob-
bies, crafts and talents. One should start
by taking small but consistent steps
towards their goal from wherever they are
and with whatever they have.
Procrastinating will never let one accom-
plish anything. Greatest intentions and
perfect plans are useless if one does not
take action on it. Only by strong willpow-
er and persistent hard work one can bring
some difference in their life and the
world.
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Private 
tutoring 

Of late, the popularity of
private tutoring has
been on the increase. It
should not come as a sur-
prise at a time when
many a student has the
competitive spirit.
Needless to say that a
student can gain huge
positives from private
tuition as it negates sev-
eral problems of a class-
room. Few will deny that
in private tutoring, les-
sons can easily be tai-
lored to suit each stu-
dent, which is not possi-
ble in a larger class.
Private tuitions can as-
sist students with per-
sonalized one -to-one at-
tention and, hence, can
easily troubleshoot the
weak points in their
knowledge. However, one
should be very cautious
while picking a tutor.
Hiring a tutor who is
wanting in teaching
skills or qualifications
or is not well-suited to a
student will, no doubt,
do more harm than good.
But, receiving tuition
from a tutor who is well
versed in his field, or
whose personality the
student gets along with,
can indeed make a big
difference for him or her.

Dipen Gogoi, Teok,
Jorhat

Will the 
flood problem be

solved? 

Floods are an inevitable
fundamental problem of
our lives. There are
many reasons why peo-
ple have been suffering
from floods for years.
There are many novels
and films about floods.
There is politics about
floods. They build dams
and break dams. Floods,
landslides etc., are our
own disasters. There are
many reasons why
floods are increasing
day by day. In the era of
building houses in the
sky, it does not seem im-
possible to control
floods by controlling
rivers and planned ur-
banization. There are
many problems we have
created ourselves, like
building houses on the
slopes of the mountains,
destroying reservoirs,
sewers etc. But when
will this problem end?
Will floods remain an
issue without an effec-
tive solution? Twenty-
seven districts were re-
ported to have been af-
fected by the recent
floods. The Central
Gover nment and the
State Governments can
control floods if they
wish.

Paban Kumar Borah.

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

Harsh Goenka
@hvgoenka

I asked Swami Harshanand
“Amazon is in everything.
Anything they are miss-
ing?” He answered “Yes,

they should be in matrimo-
nial services. It is a block-
buster idea because they

have a 30 day return policy,
no questions asked.”

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii
@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp

Night musing: don’t think one has
seen so many senior Cong lead-

ers/MPs hit the street so energet-
ically for a price rise agitation as
we saw today in support of Rahul
Gandhi as he was questioned by
ED. Clearly the Cong has got its

priorities wrong/right? 

President of India
@rashtrapatibhvn

Temples are often much more than
places of worship. They are like the
sangam sthal, or the point of holy

confluence, of art, architecture, lan-
guage and knowledge traditions.

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy
SSuubbrraammaanniiaann

Swamy@Swamy39
Bambino is in a Catch 22

situation : If he speaks the
truth then he will be, for
confessing to a crime, he
will he arrested. If he tells
untruth which ED will be

able to recognise, then too
he will be arrested for

telling lies.

AAnnuuppaamm  KKhheerr@@AAnnuuppaammPPKKhheerr
Happy Birthday dearest #Kirron! May God give you all the happiness in the world. 

May you have a long, healthy & peaceful life!! May your life be full of laughter. You are God’s special person! May
@sikandarkher get married soon. Love & prayers always!@KirronKherBJP

PPrreessss  TTrruusstt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@PPTTII__NNeewwss
NCP leader Sharad Pawar said
no to being opposition parties'
nominee for presidential polls,
other names under considera-

tion: Sitaram Yechury.

After moving back and forth several times, it's perhaps an idea
whose time has come. An overarching regulatory body for higher
education -- Higher Education Commission of India (HECI) --
appears to be very much in the pipeline. The corridors of power
have been toying with the thought of having a single higher educa-
tion regulator for the past 10 years. The previous United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) government had moved a bill in the
Rajya Sabha, which was later withdrawn by the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) government after a change in regime at
the Centre. The need for the revamp of the higher education regu-
lator was also part of the Bharatiya Janata Party’s election mani-
festo ahead of the 2014 general elections. But the move never saw
the light of the day. The government is now likely to introduce a Bill
in the upcoming monsoon season of Parliament to set up an over-
arching regulatory body for higher education — Higher Education
Commission of India (HECI). The proposed commission will have
powers to enforce academic quality standards and order the clo-
sure of sub-standard institutions. Non-compliance could result in
fines or jail sentences. HECI is a key regulatory reform envisaged in
the National Education Policy, 2020 in which it was stated that “the
regulatory system is in need of a complete overhaul in order to re-
energise the higher education sector and enable it to thrive”. The
idea of an umbrella body of regulators actually preceded the NEP
2020, when in June 2018 the government uploaded a draft law titled,
‘Higher Education Commission of India Act, 2018 (Repeal of
University Grants Commission Act)’. As per the new education pol-
icy, regulation of higher education has been rife with very basic
problems, such as heavy concentrations of power within a few bod-
ies, conflicts of interest among these bodies, and a resulting lack of
accountability. As stated in the NEP 2020 and draft being readied at
the ministry of education (MoE), HECI will have four verticals —
National Higher Education Regulatory Council (NHERC) as a single
point regulator for the higher education sector; meta-accrediting
body called the National Accreditation Council (NAC); Higher
Education Grants Council (HEGC), which will carry out funding and
financing of higher education; and General Education Council
(GEC), which will frame expected learning outcomes for higher
education programmes. The proposed umbrella regulator will
absorb arts and science, technical and teacher education into its
fold, replacing several existing regulatory bodies, and also ensure a
level playing field for public and private players. Top foreign uni-
versities will be allowed to set up campuses in India. For students,
the biggest change may be the introduction of four-year under-
graduate degrees, with options for entry and exit at various stages,
a credit transfer system, and the abolition of the M Phil programme.

An idea whose 
time has come

Dr. Gyan PathakIn the absence of adequate social security for
migrant workers, their rural households of largely left-behind
women supported millions of migrant workers when they returned
after the COVID-19 pandemic struck the country and induced a
severe recession that also rendered small traders and operators of
microenterprises destitute and reduced the incomes of small-scale
farmers. It did not only highlight the weakness in state policy and
lack of resources, but also resulted in temporary loss of income,
increased inequality, and strengthened oligopoly structure of the
Indian economy.  It has been concluded by the latest ILO working
paper titled “Gendered Safety Nets and Growing Inequality:
Pandemic-induced Recession in India” on the basis of study of food
supply chains that found the gendered rural households functioned
as safety nets during the recession. Workers drew on and liquidat-
ed much of their savings to meet the immediate consumption needs
of their families. These savings are usually accumulated for lump-
sum expenses, such as children's education and marriages.
Reducing these savings is a manner of mortgaging the future of
workers and their families. This will affect the ability of these work-
ers to undertake capability upgrading, for themselves and for their
children. The collapse of education for the poor, and the high costs
of digital education, are not just a matter of losing a couple of years
of education. They will have severe impacts on the capabilities of
workers at the lowest level of the working class and are thus likely
to affect their lifetime earnings. The loss of education will particu-
larly affect Dalits in their ability to move out of caste-dictated
occupations, and affect the ability of both Dalits and Adivasis to
improve their positions in the labour market. Small-scale farmers
have liquidated their assets, including jewellery, and have incurred
debts. This will reduce their ability to undertake investments. If left
uncorrected, this economic shock is likely to result in small-scale
farmers being forced to sell their lands and becoming wage work-
ers or petty traders. Product markets, including auctions, are
becoming more concentrated with large players increasing market
share. Small-scale farmers have postponed their investments in
growth and upgrading in value chains. These factors along with the
fall in rural wages and the destitution of many small-scale traders
and farmers have a feedback effect on rural demand for consump-
tion goods purchased from urban industry. There are reports of
stagnation in the demand for two-wheeled vehicles, otherwise pur-
chased in substantial numbers by the rural population. This is in
stark contrast to the boom in the stock markets and in urban start-
ups, creating many new dollar millionaires and billionaires, with
two Indians currently competing to be the richest people in Asia.
The social security policy seen during the recession forced the rural
economy to accept the burden of sustaining laid-off urban workers.
Bound to urban migrants by family ties, rural households of left-
behind women and the elderly are forced to and will, of course, take
up this burden. As this study shows, the result has been destitution
and indebtedness of rural working people: wage workers, small-
scale farmers and petty traders. Instead of dealing with the prob-
lems of agricultural stability and growth, which were made worse
by the recession, the Government of India sought to bring in legis-
lation to increase the role of agricultural trading conglomerates in
agricultural marketing, thereby strengthening the role of trading
monopsonies in agriculture. The determined opposition of the farm-
ers' movement in some states, and the importance of the rural vote
in elections, seem to have forced a halt in these monopsonization
attempts as laws have been repealed and the Government has com-
mitted to minimum support prices for some crops. Unless policy
measures are taken to increase social security and capability
upgrading for workers and small-scale farmers, urban–rural
inequality, rural gender inequality and social inequality are all like-
ly to increase in the Indian economy. 

Workers, small traders and
farmers rendered destitute
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Principal Secretary to J&K Lieutenant Governor, Nitishwar Kumar visits holy cave shrine of Amarnath during Pratham Pooja in
Anantnag district, Tuesday.

Leaving comfort zone for self-improvement

Jay Shah@JayShah
I’m pleased to announce an

increase in the monthly pen-
sion of former cricketers (men
& women) and match officials.
Around 900 personnel will avail

of this benefit and close to
75% of personnel will be bene-

ficiaries of a 100% raise.

HOLY CAVE SHRINE OF AMARNATH

DR SUMAN BHARALI
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Bridge construction

New Delhi: Union
Minister for Road
Transport and
Highways Nitin
Gadkari on Tuesday
said the project for the
construction and
maintenance of a
cable-stayed bridge
across the river
Chambal on Kota by-
pass on NH-76 of the
east-west corridor in
Rajasthan has been
completed. In a series
of tweets, Gadkari
said the 1.4 kilometres
long cable-stayed
bridge across
Chambal river was
built with a total capex
(capital expenditure)
of Rs 214 crore. He
said the bridge is the
part of Kota bypass
and part of the east-
west corridor from
Porbander (Gujarat)
to Silcher (Assam).

iPads purchase
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has allowed
its employees to pur-
chase iPads by avail-
ing computer ad-
vance. In an office
memorandum, the
Department of
Expenditure under
the finance ministry
said it has received re-
quests seeking clarifi-
cation on whether
iPad comes under the
definition of personal
computer for the pur-
pose of grant of com-
puter advance. "It has
been decided that an
official can also pur-
chase an iPad by avail-
ing computer advance
subject to other condi-
tions...," the depart-
ment said.

Drone rules 

New Delhi: Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia on Tuesday
granted the first type
certificate under the
new drone rules,
which was issued on
August 25 last year, to
IoTechWorld
Avigation. "Under the
Drone Rules 2021, a
type certificate is is-
sued for specific type
of unmanned aircraft
system (drone) by the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
on the recommenda-
tion of the Quality
Council of India (QCI)
or an authorised test-
ing entity," the avia-
tion ministry said on
Twitter. Drone manu-
facturers are free to
approach any certifi-
cation body approved
by the QCI for their
type certificate test re-
ports, it mentioned.

Merchandise
exports 

Mumbai: The coun-
try's total merchandise
exports are likely to be
at USD 117.2 billion in
the first quarter of
FY23, according to
India Exim Bank. The
total merchandise ex-
ports stood at USD 95.5
billion in the correspon-
ding quarter of the pre-
vious year, the bank
said on Monday. Non-oil
exports continue to wit-
ness a double-digit
growth of 12.6 per cent,
amounting to USD 93
billion, during the first
quarter (April-June) of
2022-23, compared to
USD 82.6 billion in the
year-ago period.

BUDGET PRESENTATION

Uttarakhand Finance Minister Prem Chand Aggrawal with Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami arrives to present the state budget, on the first day of the Budget
Session of the State Assembly, in Dehradun, Tuesday, June 14.

New Delhi, Jun 14: 

Wholesale price-based
inflation surged to a
record high of 15.88 per
cent in May as crude
prices rose and heatwave
brought about a spike in
prices of vegetables and
fruits, strengthening the
possibility of a further in-
terest rate hike by the
Reserve Bank. The
Wholesale Price Index
(WPI)-based inflation
maintained its increasing
trajectory for the third
month in a row, and re-
mained in double digits for
the 14th consecutive
month since April last
year.

"The high rate of infla-
tion in May 2022 is prima-
rily due to rise in prices of
mineral oils, crude petro-
leum and natural gas, food
articles, basic metals, non-
food articles, chemicals

and chemical products
and food products etc. as
compared to the corre-
sponding month of the
previous year," the com-
merce and industry min-
istry said in a statement.

The Wholesale Price
Index (WPI)-based infla-
tion was 15.08 per cent in
April and 13.11 per cent in
May last year.

Considering the old se-
ries, the last time WPI in-
flation was higher than
this was in August 1991,

when it was at 16.06 per
cent. Inflation in food
items crossed the double-
digit mark after a gap of 4
months as vegetables, po-
tato, wheat and protein-
rich items saw the price
rise. Inflation in onion,
however, saw easing at (-)
20.40 per cent.

Inflation in food articles
in May was 12.34 per cent,
against 8.35 per cent in the
previous month. The last
time, it had recorded the
double-digit print was in

January at 10.40 per cent.
The rate of price rise in

vegetables was 56.36 per
cent, potato (24.83 per
cent), wheat (10.55 per
cent) and egg, meat and
fish (7.78 per cent). In the
fuel and power basket, in-
flation was 40.62 per cent,
while in manufactured
products and oil seeds, it
was 10.11 per cent and 7.08
per cent, respectively.
Inflation in crude petrole-
um and natural gas was
79.50 per cent in May.
Retail inflation in May
eased to 7.04 per cent, from
7.8 per cent in April, but
remained above the
Reserve Bank's inflation
target for the fifth straight
month.

To tame stubbornly
high inflation, the RBI
hiked its key interest rate
by 40 basis points in May
and 50 basis points in
June. The central bank,
last week, also raised the
inflation projection by 100
basis points to 6.7 per cent
for 2022-23.

WPI inflation spikes to
record 15.88% in May

̈ As heatwave
stokes food prices

New Delhi, Jun 14:  

The country's largest
lender SBI has raised its
deposit and lending rates
following the Reserve
Bank's repo rate hike last
week. SBI said interest
rates have been raised by
0.20 per cent on domestic
term deposits of below Rs
2 crore for select tenors.
The revised interest rates
on retail domestic term de-
posits (below Rs 2 crore)
come into effect from June
14, 2022, State Bank of
India (SBI) said on its web-
site.

For deposits of 211 days
to less than 1 year, the
lender will offer interest
rate at 4.60 per cent, as
against 4.40 per cent earli-
er. Senior citizens will be
offered an interest of 5.10
per cent as against 4.90 per
cent earlier. Likewise, for
domestic term deposits of
1 year to less than 2 years,
customers can earn inter-

est of 5.30 per cent, up by
0.20 per cent. For senior
citizens, the interest rate
will be higher by similar
margin at 5.80 per cent. On
tenor of 2 years to less
than 3 years, SBI has
raised the interest rate to
5.35 per cent from 5.20 per
cent, while senior citizens
can earn 5.85 per cent as
against 5.70 per cent earli-
er. The lender has also re-
vised the interest rates on
domestic bulk term de-
posits of Rs 2 crore and
above for select tenors by
up to 0.75 per cent. For
tenors of 1 year to less
than 2 years, customers
having bulk deposits will
earn interest at 4.75 per
cent from 4 per cent earli-
er, with effect from June
14, 2022. For senior citi-
zens, the new rate will be
5.25 per cent as against 4.50
per cent. "Premature
penalty for bulk term de-
posits for all tenors will be
1 per cent. It will be appli-

cable for all new deposits
including renewals. The
revised rates of interest
shall be made applicable to
fresh deposits and re-
newals of maturing de-
posits," SBI said. The
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) had last week hiked
the repo rate by 0.50 per
cent to 4.90 per cent. Repo
is the short term lending
rate RBI charges to the
banks. SBI has also re-
vised by up to 0.20 per cent
the marginal cost of fund
based lending rates
(MCLR) with effect from
June 15, 2022.

The benchmark one-
year MCLR has been re-
vised upwards to 7.40 per
cent from the existing rate
of 7.20 per cent. Most of
the consumer loans such
as auto, home and person-
al loans are linked to
MCLR. The overnight to
three-year tenor MCLRs
have been raised to 7.05-
7.70 per cent.

SBI hikes deposit, lending rates
New Delhi, Jun 14:  

Chief Economic
Adviser (CEA) V Anantha
Nageswaran on Tuesday
said India would become
a USD 5 trillion economy
by 2026-27 and USD 10 tril-
lion by 2033-34.
Addressing an event or-
ganised by UNDP India,
Nageswaran said India is
relatively better placed
than other emerging
economies.

"On the face of it, looks
optimistic, even ambi-
tious, but if we get to USD
5 trillion by 2026-27. "We
are now USD 3.3 trillion,
it is not such a difficult
target to reach. Then if
you simply assume 10 per
cent nominal GDP growth
in dollar terms, then you
get to USD 10 trillion by
2033-34 and another dou-
bling with the same rate,"
he said. In 2019, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

envisioned to make India
a USD 5 trillion economy
and global powerhouse by
2024-25. The CEA said
there is a need for climate
tagging of the budget.
"GDP is the worst meas-
ure of economic activities
but for all others. Because
everything else you take,
comes with their own lim-
itations and serious sub-
jectivity," he noted. The
World Bank has cut
India's economic growth
forecast for the current
fiscal to 7.5 per cent as ris-
ing inflation, supply
chain disruptions, and
geopolitical tensions
taper recovery.

India would become USD 5-trillion
economy by 2026-27: CEA

Chennai, Jun 14: 

Switch Mobility, the
electric vehicle division of
Hinduja Group flagship
Ashok Leyland, on
Tuesday unveiled electric
bus -- EiV12 --, eyeing to
garner a major chunk of
the electric vehicle indus-
try, equipped with a host of
customer-friendly fea-
tures. With today's launch,
the company aims to serve
inter-city, intra-city, staff
transportation, school seg-
ment among other sectors,
according to company offi-
cials.

The buses will be avail-
able in variants based on
travel which ranges be-
tween 100km to 300km on a
single charge. According
to company Director and
Chief Executive Officer
Mahesh Babu, Switch
Mobility was in discussion
with several state govern-

ments for the launch of
these electric buses.
Talking to reporters after
unveiling the buses here,
he said, the bus will be
priced about Rs 70 lakh to
Rs one crore and will be
carrying 65 per cent locali-
sation levels. "We are in
discussions with several
state governments for
these electric buses. talks
are on with the Tamil
Nadu government," he
said. Company chairman
Dheeraj Hinduja said

Switch Mobility has ear-
marked 300 million
pounds as investments to
be spread over next three
years. "The investments
will be for developing new
product range and plans
include setting up of new
technology development
centre," he said.

To a query, he said the
company was aiming to
bring in 'commanalities'
on the EV buses sold in
India, Europe and in other
markets.

Switch Mobility unveils electric bus EiV12

Mumbai, Jun 14:  

Non-banking financial
companies are likely to wit-
ness close to Rs 18 lakh
crore of their outstanding
debt getting repriced at
higher levels in FY23 amid
the rising interest rate sce-
nario, Crisil Ratings said in
a report on Tuesday. The
agency expects borrowing
cost of NBFCs (Non-
Banking Financial
Companies) to go up by 85-
105 basis points (bps) in this
fiscal owing to recent hikes
in repo rate by 90 basis
points in two tranches and
an expected rise of another
75 bps in the remaining fis-
cal. The agency said an
analysis of its rated NBFCs
shows, "Rs 15 lakh crore of
debt, or around 65 per cent
of outstanding debt as on

March 31, 2022, is due for
repricing this fiscal owing
to interest reset or maturity.
Another Rs 3 lakh crore of
incremental debt is likely to
be raised to support expect-
ed growth in lending."
Banks remain a major fund-
ing resource for NBFCs.
The share of banks in
NBFCs' total borrowings
has increased to 34 per cent
in March 2022 from 27 per
cent in March 2018. The
agency said the impact of
rate hikes will vary based
on the mix of fixed and
floating rate borrowings in
NBFC portfolios. Earlier,
transmission of such rate
changes made by the RBI
used to happen with a lag.
However, with banks' float-
ing loans now benchmarked
to external gauges such as
the repo since October 2019,

the pass-through is relative-
ly quicker compared with
loans linked to the Marginal
Cost of funds-based
Lending Rate (MCLR). "Our
study shows increases or de-
creases in MCLR over the
past five fiscals have not
kept pace with the changes
in the repo rate. At the same
time, interest rates on repo-
linked bank facilities do re-
flect such changes very
quickly," the agency's senior
director and deputy chief
ratings officer Krishnan
Sitaraman said. In home
loans, constituting 35-40 per
cent of Assets Under
Management (AUM),
NBFCs should be able to
pass on the higher rates to
both existing and new
clients since lending rates
here are primarily floating
in nature, the report said.

New Delhi, Jun 14: 

India's palm oil imports
declined by 33.20 per cent to
5,14,022 tonne during May
this year, but there was
sharp rise in shipment of
RBD palmolein oil by re-
fineries, industry body
Solvent Extractors
Association (SEA) said on
Tuesday. India, the world's
leading vegetable oil buyer,
imported 7,69,602 tonnes of
palm oils in May 2021. The
country's total vegetable oil
imports declined to
10,05,547 tonne in May this
year, compared to 12,13,142
tonne in the year-ago peri-
od. The share of palm oil is
about 50 per cent of the
country's total vegetable oil
imports.

According to the SEA,
Indonesia has lifted the ban
on export of palm oil with
some conditions from May
23 and also reduced export

tax. This will increase ex-
ports from Indonesia and
have a dampening effect on
global prices. Among palm
oil products, import of
crude palm oil (CPO) de-
clined to 4.09 lakh tonnes in
May this year, from 7.55
lakh tonnes in the year-ago
period, as per the SEA data.
However, the import of
RBD palmolein rose
sharply to 1 lakh tonnes
from 2,075 tonnes, while
that of crude palm kernel
oil (CPKO) declined to 4,265
tonnes from 11,894 tonnes
in the said period. Among
soft oils, the import of soy-
abean oil increased sharply
to 3.73 lakh tonnes in May
this year, as against 2.67
lakh tonnes in the same pe-
riod of the previous year.
Whereas import of sun-
flower oil fell marginally to
1.18 lakh tonnes, as against
1.75 lakh tonnes in the said
period.

India’s palm oil imports
dip 33 pc in May: SEA

NBFCs to see Rs 18 lakh crore loans
getting repriced in FY23: Crisil

New Delhi, Jun 14:  

Skoda Auto India on
Tuesday said it has crossed
200 customer touchpoint
mark across the country
with plans to cross 250 out-
let milestone by the end of
the year. The first half of
2022 has been a product on-
slaught for the automaker
with the new Kodiaq, Slavia
and the new Kushaq Monte
Carlo, the Czech carmaker
said in a statement.

While the product offen-
sive brought about one
phase of India 2.0 strategy,
another phase of the proj-
ect, improving customer
satisfaction, has also been
gathering momentum with
the company crossing 205
plus customer touchpoints
across 123 cities in all four
regions of the country, it
added.

Skoda Auto India
crosses 200 customer

touchpoint mark

Ahmedabad,  Jun 14: 

Adani, India's fastest-growing
diversified business portfolio,
and energy supermajor
TotalEnergies of France, have
entered into a new partnership
to jointly create the world's
largest green hydrogen ecosys-
tem. In this strategic alliance,
TotalEnergies will acquire 25%
minority interest in Adani New
Industries Ltd (ANIL) from
Adani Enterprises Ltd (AEL).
The new partnership, centered
on green hydrogen, is expect-
ed to transform the energy
landscape both in India and
globally. Both Adani and
TotalEnergies are pioneers in
energy transition and clean
energy adoption, and this joint
energy platform further

strengthens the public ESG
commitments made by both
companies. ANIL's ambition is
to invest over USD 50 billion
over the next 10 years in green
hydrogen and associated
ecosystem. In the initial phase,
ANIL will develop green hydro-
gen production capacity of 1
million ton per annum before
2030. k"The strategic value of

the Adani-TotalEnergies rela-
tionship is immense at both
the business level and the
ambition level," said Mr.
Gautam Adani, Chairman,
Adani Group.  "In our journey
to become the largest green
hydrogen player in the world,
the partnership with
TotalEnergies adds several
dimensions that include R&D,

market reach and an under-
standing of the end consumer.
This fundamentally allows us
to shape market demand. This
is why I find the continued
extension of our partnership to
hold such great value. Our
confidence in our ability to
produce the world's least
expensive electron is what will
drive our ability to produce the
world's least expensive green
hydrogen. This partnership will
open up a number of exciting
downstream pathways."
"TotalEnergies' entry into ANIL
is a major milestone in imple-
menting our renewable and
low carbon hydrogen strategy,
where we want to not only
decarbonize the hydrogen used
in our European refineries by
2030, but also pioneer the

mass production of green
hydrogen to meet demand, as
the market will take off by the
end of this decade." said Mr.
Patrick Pouyanné, Chairman
and CEO of TotalEnergies. "We
are also very pleased with this
agreement, which further
strengthens our alliance with
the Adani Group in India and
contributes to the valorization
of India's abundant low-cost
renewable power potential.
This future production capacity
of 1 million ton per annum of
green hydrogen will be a major
step in increasing
TotalEnergies' share of new
decarbonized molecules
including biofuels, biogas,
hydrogen, and e-fuels to 25%
of its energy production and
sales by 2050."

Adani and TotalEnergies to create the world’s largest green hydrogen ecosystemWTO should allow food exports from public
stock to help countries in need: Goyal

Geneva, Jun 14: 

India on Monday strong-
ly suggested the WTO to
permit exports of
food grains from
public stocks for in-
ternational food aid
and for humanitari-
an purposes, espe-
cially on govern-
ment-to-government
basis, as the UN's World
Food Programme was not
able to ramp up its supplies
to help needy nations.
During an agri interven-
tion in a WTO session, com-
merce and industry minis-
ter Piyush Goyal said that
the World Food Programme
(WFP) over the last few
years has demonstrated its

inability to really ramp up
supplies to the countries in
distress. The United
Nation's World Food

Programme works in
over 120 countries
and territories to sup-
ply life-saving food to
people displaced by
conflict or made des-
titute by disasters.
Citing data, the min-

ister said that in 2020-21, the
WFP programme can only
procure 4.47 million tonnes
at a cost of about USD 1.7
billion, which by itself is
grossly inadequate to serve
in the interest of humani-
tarian crisis or a problem
that is faced by many coun-
tries in terms of their food
security.

H
ungama Play, a leading OTT
platform owned by Hungama
Digital Media, today launched

its latest Hindi original show, Dhappa.
Headlining the anthology is an ensem-
ble cast led by TV and film actors such
as Monalisa, Jay Bhanushali, Abigail
Pande, Krissann Barretto, Vishal
Singh, Sanam Johar, Smriti Khanna,
Abhishek Kapur, Samridh Bawa,

Dishank Arora, Sakshi Sharma,
Varunn Jain and Mohit

Duseja. Dhappa has five
unique love stories, each

with a peculiar twist
and hints of comedy
and drama.
Love is pure and eter-

nal, but not all stories of
romance are smooth,
especially those that

come with their share
of suspicious glares and
are often turned into
juicy gossip. Dhappa is a

collection of five such sto-
ries of romance. Whether it is a cou-

ple struggling to buy
contraceptives in a town
where everyone knows
everyone, a professor being
friends with her young stu-
dent, a bride-to-be who con-
ceives a little earlier, than expect-
ed, or two friends who are being
forced by their families to tie the knot, a
sudden funeral disturbing the plan of a

couple planning to enjoy their wedding
night before the actual night, these cou-
ples try their best to save their relation-
ship from the prying eyes of their rela-
tives and neighbors. Only time will tell
if they will succeed, or not. Watch the
show to find out how they dodge every
obstacle to save their love life.

Actor Monalisa, on her part, adds, “It
feels wonderful to be a part of Dhappa.
The fact that couples in smaller towns
face a lot of stigmas to stay close to each
other is a revelation for sure. Their love
life is much like the hide and seek
game. My character, Mira is a young at
heart woman who is somewhat trapped
in the mundane married life.

Mugdha Godse talks about
her experience of working

on ‘The Broken News’

Actress Mugdha Veira Godse, who made a scintillating debut
with Madhur Bhandarkar's 'Fashion' is currently enjoying the

positive response to her new web show 'The Broken News'
where she features along with Jaideep Ahlawat, Sonali Bendre
and Shriya Pilgaonkar. Recently, she spoke about her character
in the show and her experience of working with the cast.
Expressing her excitement, the actress said, "My character in
'The Broken News' is super exciting and important too. I'm play-
ing a politician's role and that has required quite some research
and conscious acting." Breaking down her screen presence, she
said, "My scenes were mostly Jaideep but the ones with Sonali
are my favorites as we had an awesome time on set.
She is a gem of a person, also the entire team
was just perfect and I had a great time
working with them."
She further revealed how she got on
board for the project, "Since the pro-
ducers had already seen me in
'Bloody Brothers' - their previ-
ous series, they
approached me for the
part (in 'The Broken
News'). After meeting
with the director
and reading the
part, I was
eager to take
the part since
it was chal-
lenging
and really
fresh."

T
he audience wants
fresh, new, and enter-
taining films, and Zee

Cinema is responding to the
audience’s demand with a
fully-Taaza movie line-up of
the recent superhits. The
channel flags-off the season
of biggest new blockbusters
with their ‘Taaza Hai Toh
Mazza Hai’ campaign for
cinephiles jinke seene me
hai cinema. It’s time to re-
fresh your life with smash-
ing television movie pre-
mieres. Expect the best of
entertainment and big hits
that broke the box-office
with performances from
the best of the best like
Akshay Kumar, Alia Bhatt,
John Abraham,
Ramcharan, NTR Jr., Tiger
Shroff, Kangana Ranaut
and many others.

Fuelling audiences ever-
growing appetite for enter-
tainment, Zee Cinema’s
larger-than-life premieres
and spectacular refreshing
line-up will light up your
homes with the must-watch
and record-breaking film
premieres. This summer,
experience the game-chang-

er film that touched an emo-
tional chord of an entire na-
tion and received tremen-
dous response from the au-
dience with the brilliant
The Kashmir Files. Later,
get ready to be a part of the
quest entailing sacrifice
and patriotism, with the
high-octane raw action film
– Attack, starring John
Abraham and Rakul Preet
Singh. Elevating the enter-
tainment quotient is the
first ever collaboration be-
tween Alia Bhatt and the vi-

sionary craftsman of cine-
ma, Sanjay Leela Bhansali,
with Gangubai Kathiawadi.
One of the biggest female-
led films of today’s time, the
delicate emotions, immacu-
late performances, and a
great story is what makes
the film a must watch.

The hits keep on coming!
The plethora of fresh top-
rated forthcoming titles on
Zee Cinema also include
world television premiere of
glory of Indian cinema and
India’s highest grossing

blockbuster SS
Rajamouli’s RRR.
Superstar Akshay
Kumar’s Bachchan
Pandey, much-loved action
star Tiger Shroff ’s
Heropanti 2, Jersey star-
ring Shahid Kapoor,
Bollywood’s fearless queen
Kangana Ranuat’s Dhaakad
and many more.

Zee Cinema is set to fill
your homes and life with
the Taaza new blockbusters
– because Taaza Hai Toh
Mazza Hai!

Zee Cinema brings ‘Taaza Hai
Toh Mazza Hai’ Campaign A

mber Heard has given
her first sit-down inter-
view following the verdict

against her in her latest legal battle
with ex-husband Johnny Depp, reports

'Variety'.
In an interview with Savannah

Guthrie of the American television net-
work NBC's 'Today' show, Heard said she

understands why the Virginia jury
reached their verdict in favour of Depp.

"I don't blame them," Heard told Guthrie,
according to 'Variety'. "I actually understand.

He's a beloved character and people feel they
know him. He's a fantastic actor." The news-

based show is scheduled to go on air on
Wednesday.

Referring to the extended negative social
media coverage she faced, Heard said she be-
lieved her treatment had been unfair. A clip
from the interview was carried on Monday on
the Twitter handle of the 'Today' show.

"I don't care what one thinks about me or
what judgments you want to make about what
happened in the privacy of my home, in my
marriage, behind closed doors," Heard said. "I
don't presume the average person should know
those things. And so I don't take it personally."

Heard continued: "But even somebody who
is sure I'm deserving of all this hate and vitri-
ol, even if you think that I'm lying, you still
couldn't look me in the eye and tell me that
you think on social media there's been a fair
representation. You cannot tell me that you
think that this has been fair."

Last month, a jury in Virginia ruled that
Heard had defamed Depp in a 2018
'Washington Post' op-ed published under her
byline. In it, she spoke about being a victim of
domestic violence. Heard was ordered to pay

Depp $10 million in compensatory damages
and $350,000 in punitive damages after he suc-

cessfully persuaded the court that his career
and reputation had been damaged as a re-

sult of the article.
Depp had previously lost a similar
case in the U.K. after he sued the red-

top tabloid 'The Sun' over an article
which called him a "wifebeater". In

that case a judge ruled there was
sufficient evidence to back up

the allegation.

ACROSS

1. Lumber source

5. Beyond

9. Takes a break

14. Curtain holders

15. Female singer

16. ____ Banks of baseball

17. Not genuine

19. Hoisting machine

20. Choose

21. Cautious

22. Lasso user

23. Hair coloring

24. Part of mph

25. Nab

28. Party

30. Public notices

33. Raise

34. Railroad station

35. Regulation

36. Keepsake

39. Unpleasant sight

41. Psychic letters

42. Assisted

44. Leg part

45. French preposition

46. Teen's dance

47. Least rainy

49. Female deer

50. Nobleman

52. Christmas song

55. Mixed greens

56. In good shape

59. Stage remark

60. Square dance figure

62. Beatle beatkeeper

63. Spanish water

64. Steel ingredient

65. Seized

66. Agrees silently

67. Fur

DOWN

1. Three musicians

2. Frolic

3. Revise text

4. Washington, DC time zone

5. Inventor's protection

6. Foreigner

7. What cabinets are used for

8. Acting award

9. Make again

10. Baseball blunder

11. Metal fastener

12. Fork prong

13. Soothsayer

18. Pub offerings

23. Not there

24. Scheme

25. Carrying weapons
26. ____ Witherspoon of "Just Like
Heaven"
27. Highway entrances
29. Mimicked
30. Without company
31. Is bold
32. Like honey
34. Extinct creature
37. ____ Bonaparte
38. Become weary
40. Rind
43. Trade restriction
47. Serious plays
48. Took a bus
49. Evade
51. Orally
52. Wagon
53. Vietnam's continent
54. Ice arena
55. Stretch across
56. Bus money
57. Revered one
58. Portable shelter
61. Small bite
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Today you might decide to do some
repairs or decorating in your home. You'll
have a lot of good ideas welling up from
deep within you, Aquarius, and be astute
enough to put them to work in the real
world. You might not feel much like talk-
ing, however. Therefore, don't be sur-
prised if communication is more subtle
than overt today.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Communicating with a current or poten-
tial romantic partner could involve a lot of
subtlety, finding a way to enjoy each
other's company while not divulging too
much. You're likely to feel especially pas-
sionate today, Pisces. Take care of your
health and look your best. Your aesthetic
sense is especially high right now. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Your communications could bring up the
subject of the world economy and what it's
going to mean to individuals today. You
could be contemplating and maybe even
discussing your financial future. This is a
good time to make such plans, Aries, as
your mind is logical and intuitive today.
Write down any ideas or insights that come
your way. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you might receive a phone call from
a friend you haven't seen for a while. An
intense and emotional conversation could
follow, Taurus. Stimulating news could
have you preoccupied for a while. Spiritual
activities could also take up much of your
time. Listening to someone speak might
cause you to feel more insightful than
usual. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You generally enjoy philosophy, meta-
physics, and other forms of higher thought,
Gemini, but today you could find yourself
almost obsessive about them. You might
decide to sequester yourself and concen-
trate on these concepts. This is a great day
to do this because intellect combines with
intuition to enable you to understand and
make sense of abstract ideas. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Discussions involving a group you're affili-
ated with could lead to some deep sub-
jects, such as philosophy, metaphysics, sci-
ence - or all three. Your mind should be
quick and sharp today, Cancer, on both a
logical and an intuitive level. You'll proba-
bly soak up just about everything you hear.
You could give it a lot of thought, and yes,
you should be able to make sense of it all.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today you might decide to do some
repairs or decorating in your home. You'll
have a lot of good ideas welling up from
deep within you, Leo, and be astute
enough to put them to work in the real
world. You might not feel much like talk-
ing, however. Therefore, don't be sur-
prised if communication is more subtle
than overt today.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Communicating with a current or poten-
tial romantic partner could involve a lot of
subtlety, finding a way to enjoy each
other's company while not divulging too
much. You're likely to feel especially pas-
sionate today, Virgo. Take care of your
health and look your best. Your aesthetic
sense is especially high right now. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

An increased psychological awareness
and heightened intuition could have you
tuning in to the thoughts and feelings of
family members before they even know
what they want, Libra. You might be
able to pick up the thoughts of
strangers. This is the day to trust your
inner voice, especially when it comes to
making plans with others. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The focus today is on families, with special
emphasis on children. You might spend
time telling stories today. Someone with
whom you're in contact could be dealing
with some powerful emotional issues and
not want company. There isn't much you
can do, Scorpio. Let the person know
you're there and then leave them alone. In
the meantime, others are in a festive mood. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Others, particularly family members, might
be rather quiet today. It could seem as if
everyone is running around like crazy but not
sharing what's on their minds. You'll have to
trust your intuition when you need to know
what they're up to, Sagittarius. Writing could
come from deep within, whether through let-
ters, poetry, or novels, allowing you to
express a facet you don't often see. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Communication, particularly with family
members and romantic partners, could take
place more subtly than verbally today.
Nonetheless, Capricorn, you'll sense strong
love and support from everyone. Romance,
especially, should be intense and sensual,
so this is a great day to schedule an evening
alone with a lover if possible. k

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Amber lashes 

out a social media, 

but says Depp is a

‘beloved character’

A
ctress Pranitha Subhash,
who was recently blessed
with a girl, has now penned

an appreciation post for her moth-
er, Jayashri, a gynaecologist by
profession. Taking to Instagram,
Pranitha said, "Appreciation post
for my mum Dr Jayashri... The
best any girl could ask for would be
a gynaecologist mom. But when a
gynaecologist has to deal with her
own daughter's pregnancy, it's very
very tough emotionally because
she knows of the various compli-
cations that can possibly happen. "I
remember this scene from 'Munna
Bhai MBBS' where Boman Irani
talks about how his hands would
shiver if he had to operate on his
own daughter. Thank you mummy
for making this a peaceful experi-
ence and it's only now that I under-
stand why she's always running to
the hospital at odd hours for her
own patients because each pa-
tient's responsibility is on the
hands of her gynaec.

Actress Pranitha pens appreciation
post for doctor mom

Hungama Play announces Hindi 
original - ‘Dhappa’
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Jakarta, Jun 14 (PTI) 

Two-time Olympic
medallist P V Sindhu
made a shock first round
exit from the Indonesia
Open Super 1000 event
after suffering a straight-
game defeat against
China's He Bing Jiao, here
on Tuesday.

Seventh seed Sindhu

lost 14-21 18-21 to Bing Jiao
in the women's singles.

Sindhu, a former world
champion, has won two
Super 300 titles -- the Syed
Modi International and
the Swiss Open -- this sea-
son. By virtue of this win,
world No. 9 Bing Jiao,
whom Sindhu had defeat-
ed at the Badminton Asia
Championship, lead the

Indian 10-8 on head-to-
head record.

The defeat at the Istora
Gelora Bung Karno has af-
fected Sindhu's prepara-
tions for the next month's
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham.

Also bowing out was B
Sai Praneeth, who lost 16-
21 19-21 to Hans-Kristian
Solberg Vittinghus of

Denmark in the men's sin-
gles.

The mixed doubles pair
of Ishaan Bhatnagar and
Tanisha Crasto faced simi-
lar fate, crashing out in the
opening round after losing
14-21 11-21 to Hong Kong
combination of Chang
Tak Ching and NG Wing
Yung Hong in just 32 min-
utes.

In the Sindhu vs Bing
Jiao match, the Indian was
slow off the blocks as the
Chinese didn't let her get a
grip, racing to a 9-2 lead
and then extended it to 11-4
at the break.

Sindhu began playing
aggressively after the
break and pocketed four
straight points to reduce
the deficit to 8-11. But the
Chinese didn't allow
Sindhu to dominate the af-
fair and easily bagged the
first game.

Trailing, Sindhu was ex-
pected to come out all guns
blazing in the second game
but it was Bing Jiao, who
took an early 5-1 lead.

Although the Chinese
enjoyed a slight upper
hand throughout the sec-
ond game, Sindhu kept it
close. But eventually Bing
Jiao sealed the match in
her favour.

Sindhu, Praneeth bow
out of Indonesia Open

Indias Pusarla V. Sindhu competes against Chinas He Bing Jiao during their womens singles first
round match at Indonesia Open badminton tournament at Istora Gelora Bung Karno Stadium in
Jakarta, Indonesia, Tuesday.

Kolkata, Jun 14 (PTI): 

Indian men's football team
on Tuesday qualified for the
Asian Cup Finals after
Palestine defeated
Philippines 4-0 in a group B
match in Ulaanbaatar.

The result meant that the
Palestinians directly quali-
fied for the 24-team Finals
finishing as group B toppers,
while Philippines, with four
points, were eliminated de-
spite finishing second.

It is the first time India
have qualified for the Asian
Cup in two successive edi-
tions, having made a group
league exit in 2019.

The 24 teams in the quali-
fication third round were di-
vided into six groups of four
each. The matches of each
group were played across
different venues with India
hosting the group D games.

All the group winners and
the five best second place
finishers across the six
groups will qualify for the
Asian Cup. As things stand
now, Hong Kong (six points)
lead group D ahead of India
on goal difference as both

teams cross swords in their
final round clash later in the
day. Afghanistan and
Cambodia, who are yet to
open their respective ac-
counts and are already elim-
inated, face each other in
the other group D match. So,

even if India lose to Hong
Kong, they will still have
more points than Group B
runners-up Philippines (4
points) and will thus make
the cut for the Asian Cup as
one of the best five runners-
up teams.

India qualify for Asian Cup with one
match left after Palestine oust PhilippinesChennai, Jun 14 (PTI): 

"Since you are born, you
will have to achieve some-
thing," says Aishwarya
Babu matter-of-factly.

Living by that maxim,
she smashed the triple
jump national record with a
stunning effort of 14.14m at
the National Inter-State
Senior Athletics
Championships here on
Monday, reflecting her de-
termination to reach the
top.

This, after trying her
luck in 100m and 200m
sprints and overcoming an
anterior cruciate ligament
(ACL) injury, a dreaded
word in sporting circles.

The 24-year-old
Aishwarya bettered
Mayookha Johny's national
record of 14.11m set in 2011.
A day earlier, Aishwarya
became the second best
Indian woman long jumper

after the legendary Anju
Bobby George, with an ef-
fort of 6.73m. Anju Bobby
George holds the national
long jump record of 6.83m.

She started with 100m
and 200m sprints before
switching to long jump and
triple jump, which is her
main event. "I started at the
age of eight and I was ini-
tially doing 100m and 200m.
But later, switched to

jumps. I was interested in
sports and my uncle was a
decathlete," she said.

Asked why she took up
sports, she said, "I need to
achieve. Since you are born,
you will have to achieve
something."

Aishwarya's 14.14m effort
in the 'hope, step and jump'
event has put her in joint
14th in the season's top list
in the world and third
among long jumpers from
Commonwealth countries.
"I was expecting to break
the national record (in
triple jump). I had prepared
very well for that, with a lot
of hard work," said
Aishwarya whose husband
works at the Governor's of-
fice in Bengaluru. "In
September last year, I did
13.55m (while winning gold)
in the National Open
Championships. I have im-
proved nearly 60cm since
then. My target is 14.35m."

Nottingham, Jun 14 (PTI): 

When sporting activi-
ties including cricket
came to a halt during the
COVID-19 pandemic,
English maestro Joe Root
started practicing batting
on one leg to achieve bet-
ter balance, his father
Matt has revealed.

One of the greatest
modern-day batters, Root
has been in phenomenal
form in the ongoing Test
series against New
Zealand in which he not
only scaled the 'Mount
10K' peak, but also sur-
passed Indian legend
Sunil Gavaskar in the list
of top run-getters in the
traditional format.

Giving an account of
Root's dedication towards
become one of the best in
the world, his father spoke
about his preparation, es-
pecially during the pan-
demic.

"During COVID he (Joe)
got one of the Root
Academy ball feeders that
we have and he'd be there
for an hour batting on one
leg for balance. There's a
video somewhere of him
doing it," Matt said on the
Test Match Special.

"Joe just loves batting,"
added Matt.

"As a kid, wherever

someone would bowl at
him he'd be there with a
bat. He just loves doing it,
he just loves batting."

The former England
skipper recently became
the second English batter
after Alastair Cook to
score 10,000 runs in Tests
during his 115 not out in
the second innings
against New Zealand as
the hosts romped home by
five wickets to take a 1-0
lead in the three-match se-
ries.

In the ongoing second
Test here, Root went past
Gavaskar and reached
10191 runs with his knock
of 176 in the first innings.
Root has jumped to 12th
spot in the elite list led by
Indian icon Sachin
Tendulkar (15921).

Father reveals Root practiced batting
on one leg to achieve balance

Nottingham: New Zealand set England a target of 299 to win the second test on the
final day Tuesday and take an unassailable 2-0 lead in the series. It would be a record
run chase at Trent Bridge and England has a little over two sessions and a minimum
of 72 overs to do it. New Zealand was dismissed for 284 about 45 minutes before
lunch, after adding 60 valuable runs to its overnight score of 224-7. Stuart Broad took
the first two wickets of the session, getting top-edges off, first, Matt Henry (18) and
then Kyle Jamieson (1) with wicketkeeper Ben Foakes taking the catches. Trent
Boult scored a potentially crucial 17 runs at No. 11 before hammering James
Anderson to Ben Stokes at mid-on. It left Daryl Mitchell stranded on 62 not out.
There have been only three successful run chases above 200 at Trent Bridge, the
highest coming in 2004 when England's 284-6 defeated New Zealand. Jamieson is un-
likely to bowl on Tuesday because of a back injury.

New Zealand sets England 299 to win 2nd test

Since you are born, you will have to
achieve something: Aishwarya Babu

Paris, Jun 14 (AP): 

Defending champion
France lost its Nations
League title and faced the
dim prospect of relegation
after losing at home to
Croatia 1-0.

Meanwhile, while their
group leader Denmark
beat Austria 2-0 to boost its
Final Four bid on Monday.

Denmark has nine
points, two more than sec-
ond-placed Croatia with
only the group winner
going through. Austria
was third with four points
and rock-bottom France
had two after a fourth
game without a win. The
team in last place is rele-

gated. Croatia scored with
a fifth-minute penalty
from standout midfielder
Luka Modric at the Stade

de France. It is where he
played so commandingly
for Champions League
winner Real Madrid in the

final just over two weeks
ago, and he belied his ad-
vancing years with a dis-
play full of astute passing
and clever movement into
space. Croatia's fans chant-
ed, "Luka, Luka," to their
inspirational captain as he
gave them a thumbs up
after the game.

In Copenhagen, wide
forwards Jonas Older
Wind and Andreas Skov
Olsen got Denmark's goals
in the first half.

Croatia hosts Denmark
in a table-topping clash on
September 22.

France coach Didier
Deschamps finally
dropped first-choice for-
ward Antoine Griezmann,

who has not scored for the
team since early January,
and instead selected
Christopher Nkunku in at-
tack alongside Karim
Benzema and Kylian
Mbappe. It was Nkunku's
astute pass which set up
Mbappe's late equalizer in
a 1-1 draw in Austria on
Friday. Perhaps to rouse
the players, the band
stopped playing at the
start of the "La
Marseillaise" and most of
the 77,400 crowd at Stade
de France sang it A cappel-
la style. The home fans fell
quiet when Croatia won a
penalty after Ibrahima
Konate fouled Josip
Brekalo for the penalty.

Defending champ France loses to Croatia in Nations League

Al Rayyan (Qatar), Jun 14 (AP): 

Australia qualified for a
fifth straight World Cup
after a 5-4 penalty shootout
win over Peru in their inter-
continental playoff.

The teams failed to score
in regulation and extra time
at Ahmad bin Ali Stadium
on Monday, and goalkeeper
Andrew Redmayne, sent on
as a substitute for captain
Mat Ryan in the dying sec-
onds of extra time, proved
to be the star for Australia
by saving the last penalty
from Alex Valera. "I'm not a
hero," Redmayne said. "I
just played my role like
everyone else did tonight.
I'm not going to take credit

for this." Taking off estab-
lished No. 1 Ryan for

Redmayne, who had made
just two previous interna-

tional appearances, was a
major gamble from
Socceroos coach Graham
Arnold. Redmayne's uncon-
ventional dancing and

jumping along the goal-line
with his aims and legs flail-
ing as the Peru players
stepped up, however,
worked.

Australia edges Peru on penalties to qualify for World Cup

Australia players celebrate after qualifying for the FIFA World Cup.

France's Kylian Mbappe in action with Croatia's Luka Modric.

Doha: Government workers in Costa Rica will be allowed extra time
off for lunch to watch their national team take on New Zealand in a
playoff to decide the last team to qualify for the World Cup in Qatar.
President' Rodrigo Chaves' edict allowing Costa Rican public sector
workers to follow the broadcast in an extended lunch break on
Tuesday will come as something of a shock to the team from New
Zealand, where rugby is the national sporting obsession. When the
playoff at the Ahmad bin Ali Stadium in Doha kicks off, in New
Zealand it'll be 6 am Wednesday local time. World Cup qualifying
campaigns have occasionally brought soccer to prominence in New
Zealand. The so-called All Whites first qualified for the World Cup
finals in 1982 through a record campaign of 13 matches which saw
them zigzag from China to Saudi Arabia.

Costa Rica, New Zealand to play off for 
last World Cup placePanchkula, Jun 14 (PTI): 

Haryana's boxers deliv-
ered the golden punch on
the last and final day to
capture the Khelo India
Youth Games crown in
dramatic fashion here on
Monday.

Tied on 41 gold with
Maharashtra, the hosts
swooped on as many as 10
out of the 20-boxing gold
on offer to surge past the
defending champions.

Haryana ended their
campaign with a grand
tally of 52 gold, 39 silver
and 46 bronze medals to re-
inforce their status as the

country's premier sport-
ing state. Maharashtra,
who fought tooth and nail
from Day 1, abdicated
their throne, after manag-
ing 45 gold, 40 silver and 40
bronze.

Karnataka finished
third with 22 gold, includ-
ing a whopping 19 from
the swimming pool.
Manipur were fourth with
19 gold and Kerala fifth
with 18.

I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,
Maharashtra began the
day on a high note, regain-
ing the mallakhamb boy's
individual pole gold which
was held back on Sunday

after a protest. Their kho-
kho boys and girls expect-
edly clinched both the gold
to even put them ahead on
the medals' table.
Haryana's girls mustered
the handball gold, narrow-
ly beating Himachal
Pradesh 29-28, to continue
breathing down their
necks. But once the action
shifted to the boxing ring,
it turned out to be a wind-
fall for Haryana. Six out of
their eight pugilists
knocked down the gold in
the girls' category while
four out of their five boys
danced to the top of the
podium.

Boxers’ golden punch hands
KIYG crown to hosts Haryana

Puerto Rico, Jun 14 (AP) 

Rio de Janeiro Olympics
gold medallist Monica
Puig announced her re-
tirement from profession-
al tennis at age 28 via a
post on social media
Monday.

Puig became the first
athlete to win gold for
Puerto Rico in any sport at
an Olympics with her
women's singles triumph
in 2016. She also was the
first woman representing
her country to earn an
Olympic medal of any
color. "After a tough 3 year
fight with injuries and 4
surgeries, my body had
enough, Puig wrote
Monday. "This decision
isn't an easy one because I
would've loved to retire on
my own terms, but some-
times life has other plans
and we have to open new
doors that lead to exciting
possibilities."

2016 Olympic gold
medallist Monica Puig

retires from tennis

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI): 

On a day when the BCCI
closed in on a 6 billion dol-
lar media deal, the coun-
try's richest sporting body
announced a hike in
monthly pensions of for-
mer cricketers (both men
and women) and also for-
mer umpires.

The first-class players,
who used to get Rs 15,000
will now get Rs 30,000
while former Test players,
who get Rs 37,500, will now
get Rs 60,000 and those
with Rs 50,000 pension will
get Rs 70,000.

The women internation-
als, who got Rs 30,000, will
receive Rs 52,500 from now.

The first-class cricketers
who retired before 2003
and get Rs 22,500 will now
get Rs 45,000.

"I'm pleased to an-
nounce an increase in the
monthly pension of for-
mer cricketers (men &
women) and match offi-
cials. Around 900 person-
nel will avail of this bene-
fit and close to 75% of per-
sonnel will be beneficiar-
ies of a 100 pc raise," BCCI
secretary Jay Shah tweet-
ed.

BCCI doubles up pension of
former players and umpires

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Indian Cricketers
Association (ICA) on Tuesday
expressed their "immense grati-
tude" towards BCCI for increas-
ing the pension of former Test
and first-class cricketers along
with retired umpires. "The
announcement by the BCCI yes-
terday has been very well
received by our members, many
of whom have benefitted with
this move in these days of rising
prices and falling interest
income, all of which has become
a world-wide phenomenon," ICA
stated in a media release.

ICA welcomes BCCI’s 
decision to double pension

of former cricketers
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Residents carrying their belongings wade through a flooded street after heavy rains in Guwahati, Tuesday.

FLOOD WOES
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Dehu (Maharashtra),
Jun 14 (PTI): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday said Hindutva
ideologue Veer Savarkar
sang abhangs (devotional
poetry in praise of Lord
Vitthal) of Sant Tukaram
while in jail during India’s
freedom struggle.

While in jail, Veer
Savarkar used his hand-
cuffs like the chipli (a mu-
sical instrument) of Sant
Tukaram and sang his ab-
hangs, Modi said.

He was addressing a
gathering of warkaris
(devotees undertaking the
pilgrimage to Lord Vitthal
temple at Pandharpur),
after inaugurating a shila
(rock) temple at the Sant
Tukaram Maharaj
Mandir dedicated to the
17th-century saint at Dehu
near Pune.

Modi also interacted
with the warkaris during
his visit, which comes
ahead of the annual ‘wari’
pilgrimage which will
commence on June 20
from Dehu.

The Prime Minister was
also presented with a spe-
cial headgear, the
Tukaram pagdi, on the oc-
casion. Lauding Sant
Tukaram, a prominent fig-

ure in the Bhakti move-
ment, Modi said he played
an important role in the
life of a Rashtra Nayak’
like Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj. Built with a spe-
cial type of Rajasthani

stone, the Shila temple is a
temple dedicated to a slab
of stone on which Sant
Tukaram had meditated
for 13 days. Warkaris offer
prayers at the Shila tem-
ple before starting their

pilgrimage to
Pandharpur. A new idol of
Sant Tukaram has also
been installed in the tem-
ple near the Shila
Mandir’. Sant Tukaram
was famous for his devo-
tional poetry known as ab-
hang and spiritual songs
known as kirtan. His
works are central to the
warkari sect in
Maharashtra. Dehu, on
the banks of the
Indrayani river, is the
birthplace of the poet
saint.

Modi said the construc-
tion of Sant Dnyaneshwar
Maharaj and Sant
Tukaram Maharaj palkhi
marg will be completed in
five phases and Rs 11,000
crore will be spent to con-
struct the 350-km (Alandi-
Dehu-Pandharpur) high-
way. Modi said Sant
Tukaram had meditated
for 13 days by sitting on
the shila (rock) to bring
the Vedas back. “It is not
just a shila but is the foun-
dation stone of bhakti (de-
votion) and dnyan (reali-
sation),” he said.

We are proud that India
is one of the oldest living
civilizations in the world
and the credit goes to
sants and sages, he said.

‘Veer Savarkar sang Sant
Tukaram’s abhangs in jail’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visits the Jagatguru
Shrisant Tukaram Maharaj temple in Dehu, Pune, Tuesday.

Women in traditional attire perform rituals by tying ceremonial threads to a banyan
tree on the occasion of the Hindu festival Vat Purnima, in Mumbai, Tuesday. 

RELIGIOUS RITUALS

BBeennggaalluurruu,,  JJuunn  1144  ((PPTTII))::  resi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind on
Tuesday said a single defining
feature of the quest of ‘rishis-
munis’ in ancient times that has
inspired society along with oth-
ers is plurality. Dedicating the
ISKCON Sri Rajadhiraja Govinda
Temple here in a ‘Lokarpana’
(inauguration) ceremony, he
said religious impulse is at the
heart of India’s culture. “The
quest of the rishi-munis of this
land in ancient times has also
inspired our society along with
its kings and scholars, poets
and architects. If there is a sin-
gle defining feature of this
quest, it is plurality”, the
President said. “All competing
worldviews, from ‘Advaita Vad’
to ‘Vishishtadvait Vad’, all have

flourished under one umbrella.
There are different sects, such

as ‘Vaishnavism’, ‘Shaivism’ and
‘Shakta sampradaya’,” he

observed. Karnataka Governor
Thaawarchand Gehlot and Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
were among those who graced
the occasion. 

According to ISKCON
(International Society for
Krishna Consciousness), Sri
Rajadhiraja Govinda Temple on
Vaikuntha hill at Vasanthapura
on Kanakapura Road is a tradi-
tional, stone-carved structure
and a replica of the famous Sri
Venkateshwara temple in
Tirumala in Andhra Pradesh.
The dimensions, stone carvings
and aesthetics are also similar.
“The deity of Lord Srinivasa is
nearly the same height and has
been named Sri Rajadhiraja
Govinda, which means He is the
king of kings,” ISKCON said.

Prez dedicates new ISKCON temple, 
replica of famous Tirumala shrine

President Ram Nath Kovind during the inauguration of the
ISKCON Rajadhiraja Govinda temple and cultural complex
as part of the 125th birth anniversary of Srila Prabhupada,
in Bengaluru, Tuesday.

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Tuesday said that the
right of private defence is
necessarily a defensive
right that is available only
when the circumstances
so justify it and acquitted
an ex-BSF Jawan for the
charges of murder of an
alleged smuggler on the
Indo-Bangladesh border.

The top court said that
the underlying factor
should be that such an act
of private defence should
have been done in good
faith and without malice.

A bench of Justices BR
Gavai and Hima Kohli
said that the circum-
stances under which the
right to self-defense is
available are elaborated in
the Indian Penal Code.

To sum up, the right of
private defence is neces-
sarily a defensive right
which is available only
when the circumstances
so justify it. The circum-
stances are those that
have been elaborated in
the IPC.

Such a right would be
available to the accused
when he or his property is
faced with a danger and
there is little scope of the
State machinery coming
to his aid , the bench said
in its verdict.

It added that at the same
time, the courts must keep
in mind that the extent of
the violence used by the
accused of defending him-
self or his property
should be in proportion to
the injury apprehended.
This is not to say that a

step-to-step analysis of the
injury that was appre-
hended and the violence
used is required to be un-
dertaken by the Court;
nor is it feasible to pre-
scribe specific parameters
for determining whether
the steps taken by the ac-
cused to invoke private
self-defence and the ex-
tent of force used by him

was proper or not,’’ it
said. The bench said that
the Court’s assessment
should be guided by sever-
al circumstances includ-
ing the position on the
spot at the relevant point
in time, the nature of ap-
prehension in the mind of
the accused, the kind of
situation that the accused
was seeking to ward off,
the confusion created by
the situation that had sud-
denly cropped up result-
ing in the knee jerk reac-
tion of the accused, the
nature of the overt acts of
the party who had threat-
ened the accused resulting
in his resorting to an im-
mediate defensive action,
etc. It added that the in-
stinct of self-preservation
is embedded in the DNA of
every person. The doc-

trine of the right to pri-
vate defence is founded on
the very same instinct of
self-preservation that has
been duly enshrined in
the criminal law .

Justice Kohli, who
penned down the verdict
on behalf of the bench,
said that whether a person
has legitimately acted in
exercise of the right of de-
fence given a particular
set of facts and circum-
stances, would depend on
the nuance of each case.

For arriving at any con-
clusion, the Court would
be required to examine all
the surrounding circum-
stances. If the Court finds
that the circumstances did
warrant a person to exer-
cise the right of private
defence, then such a plea
can be considered , it said.

‘Right of private defence is defensive right when circumstances so justify’

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI): 

All vacant teaching and
non-teaching posts in high-
er education institutions
(HEIs), Kendriya
Vidyalayas and Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalayas will
be filled at the earliest,
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said
on Tuesday. Pradhan, who
is also the Skill
Development Minister,
said the two ministries are
committed to filling all va-
cancies in their respective
departments in the next 1.5
years. “All vacant teaching
& non-teaching posts in
HEIs, Kendriya
Vidyalayas, Jawahar

Navodaya Vidyalayas and
other departments will be
filled up at the earliest.

“Taking forward PM
@narendramodi ji’s deci-
sion to recruit 10 lakh peo-
ple in all govt. departments
and ministries in mission-
mode, @EduMinOfIndia

and @MSDESkillIndia is
committed to fill-up all va-
cancies in their respective
departments in the next 1.5
years,” the Minister said
in a series of tweets. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has asked various govern-
ment departments and
ministries to undertake
the recruitment of 10 lakh
people on a “mission
mode” in the next year and
a half, his office said on
Tuesday. The direction
from Modi came following
a review of the status of
human resources in all
government departments
and ministries, the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO)
said.

‘Vacancies in Higher Education
Institutes to be filled up at earliest’

Dharmendra Pradhan

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI):

Aviation regulator
DGCA on Tuesday said it
has imposed a fine of Rs 10
lakh on Air India for deny-
ing boarding to passengers
holding valid tickets and
thereafter not providing
mandatory compensation
to them.

“After that a series of
checks were carried out by
DGCA and during our sur-
veillance at Bengaluru,
Hyderabad and Delhi,
there were specific in-
stances, in the case of Air
India - where the regula-
tion (regarding compensa-
tion to passengers) is not
being followed and there-

fore, a show cause notice
was issued to the airline
and also a personal hear-
ing was afforded,” the
Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA)
said in a statement.

According to the regula-
tor, Air India may not have
a policy in this regard and
does not pay compensa-
tion to the passengers.

“To say the least, it is a
matter of serious concern
and unacceptable. In the
specific cases detailed in
the show cause notice,
after going through AI
submissions, as part of en-
forcement action, the com-
petent authority has
levied a penalty of Rs 10

lakh,” it noted. “In addi-
tion, the Airline has been
advised to immediately
put the systems in place to
resolve the issue - failing
which further action shall
be taken by DGCA,” it
added. If a passenger is de-
nied boarding despite hav-
ing a valid ticket and has
reported at the airport on
time, certain regulations
have to be followed by the
airline concerned, as per
the DGCA.

In case the airline con-
cerned is able to arrange
an alternative flight for
the affected passenger
within an hour, no com-
pensation is to be paid, the
DGCA regulations state.

However, if the airline is
able to provide the alterna-
tive arrangement within
next 24 hours, a compensa-
tion of up to Rs 10,000 is
prescribed in the regula-
tions.

For anything beyond 24
hours, a compensation up
to Rs. 20,000 is laid down,
as per the DGCA regula-
tions.

“Our stipulations on the
subject are in sync with
US aviation regulator FAA
and European aviation
regulator EASA and simi-
lar regulations is followed
globally to accord appro-
priate respect to passenger
rights,” the DGCA said on
Tuesday.

AI fined Rs 10 L for denying boarding
to passengers without compensation

KKoollkkaattaa,,  JJuunn  1144  ((PPTTII))::  

The CBI interrogated TMC
MP Abhishek Banerjee’s wife
Rujira at their south Kolkata
residence on Tuesday morning
in connection with the coal pil-
ferage scam, a senior officer
said. An eight-member CBI
team, which had a woman offi-
cer, reached Banerjee’s resi-
dence ‘Santiniketan’ on Harish
Mukherjee Road around 11.30
am, he said.

This is the second time that
the central agency was
quizzing her in connection with
the case.

The CBI had interrogated
her in February last year ahead
of the assembly elections in
the state. Moments before the
CBI team arrived that day,

Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee had visited her
nephew Abhishek’s residence.
“We were not satisfied with
Mrs Banerjee’s replies, hence
we are questioning her again,”
the CBI officer said.

The CBI had last year also
interrogated Ruira Narula
Banerjee’s sister Menoka
Gambhir, her husband and
father-in-law in connection
with their probe.

It is alleged that illegal min-
ing of coal was done at lease-
hold mines of Eastern
Coalfields’ in Kunustoria and
Kajora areas near Asansol.
Investigations have hinted
towards financial transactions
of Rs 1,300 crore, the bulk of
which went to several influen-
tial people, as per the CBI.

CBI quizzes Abhishek’s
wife in coal scam

New Delhi, Jun 14 (PTI):

Water and fodder aug-
mentation in jungle areas
is the next mission of the
government and will lead
to the development of the
country’s circular econo-
my, senior BJP leader and
former Environment min-
ister Prakash Javadekar
said on Tuesday.
Uncollected plastic waste,
to the tune of nearly 10,000
tonnes, is the real prob-
lem, the minister said at
an event held by the week-
ly journal Panchjanya.
“Water and fodder aug-
mentation in jungle areas
is the next mission... we
will do that next and that
will lead to development in

circular economy of the
country. We will lead by
being an example to the
world,” Javadekar said.
The impact of climate
change is at our doorstep,
added Jal Shakti Minister
Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat.

‘Water, fodder augmentation in
jungle areas next mission of govt’

Prakash Javadekar

‘Pratham Puja’
held at Amarnath

cave shrine 
Srinagar, Jun 14 (PTI):
Pratham Puja (first
prayer), marking the ritual
beginning of the annual
Amarnath yatra, was held
on Tuesday on the occa-
sion of Jyestha Purnima
at the holy cave shrine in
south Kashmir Himalayas,
officials said. The formal
yatra will begin on June 30
and culminate on August
11, coinciding with Raksha
Bandhan. “To mark the be-
ginning of annual
# A m a r n a t h Y a t r a ,
Pratham puja was per-
formed on Tuesday on the
occasion of Jyestha
Purnima at the holy cave
shrine of Lord #Shiva,”
the Shri Amarnath Shrine
Board (SASB) tweeted.


