
Free pilgrimage 
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Sunday
announced free pilgrimage
for the people of the state
to Sant Kabir and Guru
Ravidas' birthplace in Uttar
Pradesh's Varanasi. Khattar
also announced that his
official residence here will
be known as "Sant Kabir
Kutir". Addressing state-
level Sant Kabir Das Jayanti
celebrations organised in
Rohtak, Khattar said the
railway fare of those under-
taking the pilgrimage from
the state to Sant Kabir's
birthplace in Varanasi will
be reimbursed.

Robbed 
JJaabbaallppuurr:: Two persons
allegedly robbed a busi-
nessman of Rs 20 lakh
cash and some electronic
items while he was
returning after collecting
money from retailers in
Madhya Pradesh's
Jabalpur city, police said
on Sunday. The police
arrested five people with-
in 24 hours of the inci-
dent, which took on
Friday, he said.

Electrocuted 
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: A 48-
year-old farmer was elec-
trocuted when he came in
contact with a high-ten-
sion wire close to a tube-
well in his fields here,
police said on Sunday.
Sanjiv Kumar had gone to
irrigate his fields at
Kadirpur village on
Saturday night when the
accident took place. His
body was found on
Sunday. Police have sent
the body for a post-
mortem examination.

Mass marriage 
NNooiiddaa:: On June 10 -- a
day marked by protests in
Uttar Pradesh, the state
also witnessed around
12,000 couples tying the
knot under a state gov-
ernment-aided initiative
for mass weddings.
Violent protests were
triggered in some dis-
tricts of UP on Friday
over remarks on Prophet
Mohammad by now-sus-
pended BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma. 

Suspended 
GGoorraakkhhppuurr:: Eight police
personnel including an
Inspector and a Sub-
Inspector were suspended
after a lapse in security of
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, a senior officer
said on Sunday. The lapse
occurred on Friday when
Adityanath was on his way
to welcome BJP national
president J P Nadda at
Gorakhpur Airport.

New flight
TThhiirruuvvaannaanntthhaappuurraamm::  A
new flight service will be
launched from the inter-
national airport here to
Ahmedabad in Gujarat,
the airport authority has
said. The new daily serv-
ice of private airlines
Indigo will start from June
16, it said. "The inward
sector flight (6E-5301)
departs
Thiruvananthapuram
domestic terminal at 5 AM
and arrives in Ahmedabad
at 9.10 AM via Mumbai.
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A vendor sells freshly plucked
litchis in Tezpur, Sunday.
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Prayagraj, Jun 12 (PTI): 

The Prayagraj
Development Authority
(PDA) on Sunday demol-
ished the house of the al-
leged mastermind of
Friday's violence here amid
heavy police deployment.

A day earlier, the proper-
ties of two people accused
of rioting were demolished
in Saharanpur where
stone-pelting had taken
place as well.

Superintendent of
Police, City (Saharanpur),
Rajesh Kumar had said the
two accused who created
ruckus were identified as
Muzammil of Rahat
Colony and Abdul Vakir of
Khata Khedi. Municipal
corporation teams bull-
dozed their illegal proper-
ties, he said. In Prayagraj, a
senior PDA official on
Sunday said, "Javed
Ahmad's house -- JK

Ashiyana -- is located in the
Kareli area of Prayagraj.

Police personnel and a JCB
machine reached the

Kareli police station
around 10.30 am and demo-

lition commenced around 1
pm." "The house was built
without getting its map
passed by the PDA. For
this, he was issued a notice
on May 10 and was told to
present his side on May 24.
On the given date, neither
Javed nor his lawyer
turned up. No document
was presented as well, and
hence on May 25, demoli-
tion orders were issued," he
said. Speaking to PTI,
Superintendent of Police
(City) Dinesh Kumar Singh
said, "In the morning, some
family members of Javed
Ahmad took some of their
belongings, and left the
place through the back
door. As of now, no one is
inside the house."

He said three machines,
including two JCBs, were
used. The area around the
house has been cordoned-
off and demolition was car-
ried out, Singh added.

Srinagar, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
terrorist Adil Parray, who
was involved in the recent
killings of two police per-
sonnel, was killed in a
"chance" encounter with a
"small team" of police here
on Sunday, taking the
number of ultras killed in
Jammu and Kashmir in
the last 24 hours to five.

"LeT #terrorist Adil
Parray of #Ganderbal
who was involved in
#killing of 02 JKP person-
nel Gh Hassan Dar in
Sangam and Saifulla
Qadri in Anchar Soura
and injuring a 9 year old
girl, killed in a chance #en-
counter with a small team
of police," Inspector
General of Police (IGP),
Kashmir Vijay Kumar
wrote on Twitter.

The encounter took
place in the Kreesbal
Palpora Sangam area
here.

Parray's killing took the
number of terrorists
killed in the last 24 hours

to five and the number of
ultras killed in the valley
so far this year to 100.

One terrorist was killed
in Kulgam, while another
was killed in Pulwama on
Saturday. On Sunday
morning, two more ultras
were killed in the
Pulwama encounter -- tak-
ing the number of terror-
ists killed in the operation
to three. A police
spokesperson said acting
on specific information re-
garding the presence of
terrorists in Pulwama's
Drabgam village, a cor-
don-and-search operation
was launched by the secu-
rity forces in the area on
Saturday. As the security
personnel approached the
suspected spot, the terror-
ists hiding there fired in-
discriminately upon them,
which was retaliated effec-
tively, leading to an en-
counter, he added.

In the ensuing gunbat-
tle, three local terrorists of
proscribed outfit LeT were
killed and their bodies re-
trieved from the site of the
encounter, the spokesper-
son said.

Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi , Jun 12:

A 47-year-old man was
killed after a wild elephant
attacked him in
Chhattisgarh's Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi district, a
forest official said on Sunday.

With this, four people have
so far been killed in attacks
by jumbos in the district bor-
dering Madhya Pradesh
since March this year. The
latest incident took place on
Saturday evening in
Beljhariya village under
Katra forest range when the
victim, identified as
Ramdhan Gond, returned

home with his wife after
their daily routine work,
Marwahi divisional forest of-
ficer Dinesh Patel said. Gond
screamed as he spotted a
tusker in the backyard of his
house. The elephant lifted
the man with its trunk, flung
him to the ground and tram-
pled him. Gond died on the
spot, the official said, adding

that the man's wife managed
to escape.

The kin of the deceased
were provided an instant re-
lief of Rs 25,000, while the re-
maining compensation of Rs
5.75 lakh will be given after
the completion of necessary
formalities, he said.

A herd of three elephants
had entered the Marwahi

forest area from the neigh-
bouring Anuppur forest di-
vision in MP and the tusker
that attacked Gond and oth-
ers villagers recently be-
longed to the same herd, the
official said.

New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Asserting that India has
attained new milestones in
'gram swaraj' and democrat-
ic empowerment of pan-
chayats in the last eight
years, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has urged
sarpanches to make efforts
for saturation coverage of
welfare schemes, conserving
water and making the up-
coming Yoga Day special.

In a letter to sarpanches
(village heads) days after his
government marked its
eighth anniversary, Modi
listed several issues on
which he sought their sup-
port while appreciating
their contribution in the last

eight years.
He asked them to work to

make the eighth
International Yoga Day,
which falls on June 21, spe-
cial and to encourage every-
one in their village to join
the exercise.

They can select an ancient

or tourist place or a place
near a water body in their
area for everyone in the vil-
lage to do yoga on the day, he
said, urging them to share
pictures to inspire others.

People all over the world
observe the day enthusiasti-
cally, and pictures of them
doing yoga in different cor-
ners, from skies to the
Himalayas and sea, in the
preceding years have made
Indians proud, the prime
minister has written.

Noting that "Yoga for hu-
manity" is the theme of the
Yoga Day, he said the COVID-
19 pandemic has made peo-
ple realise the importance of
health and how big a role
yoga can play in this.

New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI): 

The current rise in
COVID-19 cases is not a
harbinger of a "new wave"
but an "expected fluctua-
tion" during endemic
prevalence, experts have
said, emphasising that
lack of mask-wearing and
low intake of booster shots
may be reasons behind the
surge.

They also said the re-
cent surge is due to in-
creased travel, social gath-
ering and economic activi-
ties resulting in a greater

possibility of the trans-
mission of the virus.

Seventeen districts in
India, including seven
from Kerala and five from
Mizoram, are reporting a
weekly COVID-19 positivi-
ty rate of more than 10
percent. In 24 districts, in-
cluding seven from Kerala
and four each from
Maharashtra and
Mizoram, the weekly posi-
tivity is between 5 to 10 per
cent, an official source
said. Noted virologist T
Jacob John said the pres-
ent increase in cases is not
like a surge but a gradual
increase that is not steady
or uniformly distributed.

A few states lead, others
are not involved. In those
states, the phenomenon is
mainly a big city picture,

not widely spreading. This
pattern is not a harbinger
of a new wave but expect-
ed fluctuations during en-
demic prevalence," he
said. "A wave must have
more numbers than the
previous day consistently -
- that is not the case for us
now, he told PTI.

He said not wearing and
not taking booster shots
can be two main reasons
for the surge.

Who gave the orders
that people need not wear
masks any longer. Who ad-
vised that people should
continue wearing masks
in places where people as-
semble indoors? That one
behaviour alone is suffi-
cient to explain the grad-
ual increase in cities,"
John said.

Mumbai, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Megastar Amitabh
Bachchan has announced
the return of his popular
game show "Kaun Banega
Crorepati" (KBC) with a
new video where the
screen icon addresses the
perils of misinformation
using the viral and fake
claims of the "GPS-en-
abled Rs 2,000 currency
notes".

When Prime Minister
Narendra Modi an-
nounced demonetisation
in 2016, several news chan-
nels had claimed how the
new Rs 2,000 currency
note would have an in-
built GPS which would
track its location round-

the-clock. The 50-second
promo, shared by Sony TV
on Saturday, took a dig at
these false claims as it fea-
tured Bachchan reprising
his role as the show's host,
posing a question to a con-
testant named Guddi.

In the video, the veteran
actor is seen asking the

contestant 'Out of the
typewriter, television,
satellite and Rs 2,000 note,
what has GPS technology
in them?' The contestant
confidently chooses Rs
2,000 currency note as her
answer, only to be told by
Bachchan that the correct
answer was satellite.

When the bewildered
contestant asks if
Bachchan was joking, the
79-year-old says, "What
you believed as the truth
was the joke". When the
contestant says she got the
information from the
news portals, so it was
their fault, Bachchan tells
her that even if it was the
mistake of journalists,
"the loss was hers".

Thiruvananthapuram, Jun 12 (PTI):

Indian students who had to
leave studies midway as they
fled the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict will be offered admission
in Russian universities without
them losing out on their previ-
ous academic years, Roman
Babushkin, Deputy Chief of
Mission of Russian Embassy in
New Delhi, said here on
Sunday.
Babushkin said the students
would be admitted to Russian
universities where they can
continue with their respective
courses from where they were
left off without losing out on

the previous years of study.
The statement came in
response to queries by
reporters on the fate of the
over 20,000 students who fled
Ukraine after Russia invaded
that country in February this
year. Ratheesh C Nair, the
Honorary Consul of the
Russian Federation and
Director of the Russian House
in Thiruvananthapuram, said
in cases wherein the students
held scholarships, it was pos-
sible that the same would be
accepted in Russian varsities.
However, the fees being paid
in Ukraine might not suffice in
Russia, he hinted.

New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI): 

With a growing indige-
nous base of manufactur-
ers, India's drone industry
may play an instrumental
role in public services
such as agriculture, de-
fence, healthcare and in-
frastructure maintenance
in the future, say experts
while also highlighting
some concerns around the
safety and privacy of these
unmanned aerial vehicles.

Drones are mini pilot-
less aircraft operated by
remote control and can be
accessed through simple
devices like a smartphone
app. These unmanned ve-
hicles require far less ef-

fort, time and energy, and
can reach far and difficult
terrains while being con-
trolled by a single person
remotely.

Popularity and adoption
of drone technology is
catching up across regions
and sectors and India is no
exception to it. Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said last month
that India will need ap-
proximately one lakh
drone pilots in the coming
years.

In order to showcase the
potential of the indige-
nous drone industry, India
recently organised its
biggest drone festival in
the national capital.

BULLDOZERS OUT FOR 2ND DAY IN UP

Govt razes house of
Prayagraj violence accused

Bulldozer being used to demolish the illegally constructed residence of Javed Ahmed, a local leader
who was allegedly the key conspirator of violent protests against now-suspended BJP leaders
remarks on Prophet Muhammad, in Prayagraj, Sunday.

Five LeT terrorists killed
in three encounters

̈ In J&K

Tusker tramples man to death
̈ 4th casualty in one

district since
March this year

Local MLA Dr K K Dhruv at the residence of victim.

The  incident took place on
Saturday evening in Beljhariya
village under Katra forest
range when the victim, identi-
fied as Ramdhan Gond,
returned home with his wife
after their daily routine work.
Gond screamed as he spotted a
tusker in the backyard of his
house. The elephant lifted the
man with its trunk, flung him to
the ground and trampled him.
Gond died on the spot, the offi-
cial said, adding that the man's
wife managed to escape.

About the incident

India achieved new milestones
in ‘gram swaraj’: PM

YOGA FOR HUMANITY

Children perform yoga asanas, ahead of International Yoga Day on June 21, outside the Gateway of Kashi
Vishwanath corridor, at Lalita Ghat in Varanasi, Sunday.

COVID-19 surge not harbinger
of ‘new wave’:  Experts

̈ But ‘expected 
fluctuation’ 
during endemic
prevalence

EXPERTS VIEW

‘India’s indigenous drones set to
take flight but concerns remain’

RAY OF HOPE

‘Indian students leaving
Ukraine will be accepted

by Russian varsities’

Amitabh introduces new ‘KBC’ season
with quip on ‘GPS enabled currency notes’

Kundan Ranjan Jha 

BBhhiillaaii::  Senior Congress
Leader and Industrialist KK
Jha's elder sister Kundan
Ranjan Jha left for heavenly
abode at the age of 89
years. She was presently re-
siding in Delhi with her elder
son. Last rites of the mortal
remains were performed in
Noida. Maithil Sangh Bhilai
expressed condolences on
her demise.
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BSP continues drive against illegal occupants
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 12: The
Enforcement Department
of Town Administration
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant is continuously tak-
ing action against the ille-
gal occupants of BSP quar-
ters as well as encroachers
and land mafias. The mega
eviction drive has been con-
ducted continuously for the
past several weeks.

On Saturday, a total of
nine quarters in Sector-6
were vacated from illegal
occupants and handed over
to the allottees and mainte-
nance office. So far, under
the Operation Mr
Natwarlal, a total of 40
houses in Sector-6 have
been vacated. Till now 100
houses have been vacated.
Campaign will be launched
soon against illegal occu-
pants in other sectors also.

The eviction drive is

being conducted in a very
impartial manner by the
Town Administration
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant. No illegal occupant
is being spared.

It needs to be mentioned
here that some goons and
local influential people had
captured a number of BSP
quarters and had illegally
given them on rent. These
people were illegally col-
lecting rent from the ten-
ants. Further, some goons
were involved in extracting
Goonda Tax from the ven-
dors at Civic Center, China
Market and other markets
in pretext of providing pro-
tection to their illegal
vends and kiosks. The
Enforcement Squad has
lodged FIRs against four
such brokers / goons. More
than three and a half hun-
dred houses have been va-
cated from illegal occu-
pants so far. A den of Drug

Addicts has been demol-
ished in Civic Center. Many
acres of land have been
freed from the land mafia.

The employees of Bhilai
Steel Plant are highly trou-
bled by illegal occupants in
the Township. The illegal
occupants are often in-

volved in illegal and im-
moral acts, fights, intimida-
tion etc, due to which the
legal allottees were con-
stantly pleading before the
Enforcement Department
to take strict action against
the illegal occupants. BSP
personnel have been ad-

vised by the Enforcement
Department that to avoid
future troubles, they shall
not give their allotted quar-
ters to any person on rent.
The Enforcement
Department had received
some applicants from re-
tired BSP employees also as

their allotted accommoda-
tions were captured by ille-
gal occupants. As the ille-
gal occupants were not va-
cating the houses, the re-
tired employees were fac-
ing troubles in getting their
final settlement/ payment
from the company. During
the drive, it was discovered
that the retired employees
were tempted by touts to
give their quarters on rent.

The enforcement depart-
ment is being highly appre-
ciated by the locals for tak-
ing action against the ille-
gal occupants. The depart-
ment officials stated that
continuous action will be
taken against illegal occu-
piers, land mafia and touts.
The quarters of the town-
ship are the property of the
nation.

The illegal occupiers, il-
legal extortion brokers,
land mafia and some crimi-
nal elements are trying to

create pressure and get po-
litical protection. If need-
ed, legal action will be
taken against these touts,
criminals also. The depart-
ment officials asserted that
no person will be allowed to
occupy even a single inch
BSP land or house illegally.
All the workers and execu-
tives of Bhilai Steel Plant
have united against the
brokers, illegal occupiers
and people who are raising
voice in favour of illegal oc-
cupants.

It could be recollected
here that a few years ago,
an illegal occupant had
tried to kill an innocent
child of a BSP worker for
human sacrifice in Street
34 of Sector-7. Some time
ago, a Bangladeshi was
caught in an illegally occu-
pied house in Sector-6
while some Naxalites were
caught from Sector 4. Many
of the illegal occupants are

of criminal nature or back-
ground and they often try
to hide their identity. Many
BSP employees have com-
plained about clashes and
fights with illegal occu-
pants. The dacoit was also
caught from Sector-7, who
was an illegal occupier. The
accused in the shooting in-
cident in Risali sector was
also an illegal occupant.

Proceedings against the
occupiers and land mafia
will be continued, no mat-
ter how influential the per-
son is, an official of the
Enforcement Department
said. The illegal occupier
will be evicted and the
property will be sealed and
confiscated by the order of
the Estate Court. The anti-
encroachment campaign
has received support from
the Officers Association,
Joint Trade Unions, vari-
ous social organizations as
well as the BSP personnel.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 12: On Sunday,
the Enforcement Squad of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation once again
took action against the ille-
gal encroachments at
Supela Sunday Market. The
team of BMC reached
Supela Sunday Market in
the wee hours of the day to
remove the illegal struc-
tures. On the instructions
of BMC Commissioner
Prakash Surve, the team led
by Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi conducted the

drive. To systematise the
Supela Sunday Market and
to improve the traffic sys-
tem, five joint teams of the
BMC took action simulta-
neously. Encroachments
were removed from 44
spots. Prior to this, the en-
croachers were being coun-
selled for the last two-three

days. Some of the people
had again setup stalls and
kiosks for conducting their
business. Some had placed
tables while some others
had constructed kiosks
with bamboo sticks.
Considering the situation,
the BMC team reached
Supela Sunday Market

early in the morning and
removed the tables and
other items kept on the
roads by the vendors. The
kiosks made of bamboo
sticks were razed with the
help of JCB. Some other
people had dumped debris
on the road side. The debris,
sand, etc was affecting traf-

fic movement on the road.
The BMC team seized the
debris and cleared the en-
tire road. During the anti-
encroachment drive, heavy
police force was deployed to
avoid any untoward situa-
tion. Police vehicles contin-
uously patrolled the entire
area. Zone Commissioner

Manish Gaikwad conduct-
ed discussion with the local
shopkeepers to improve the
traffic system. Earlier in
the month of April, the
road was cleared by taking
action on Supela Sunday
Market. To prevent the en-
croachments from coming
up again, the BMC team
was present on Sunday for
taking action with full
readiness and planning.
The structures which ob-
structed the road and the
building material were re-
moved and seized. On the
complaint of locals, the en-
croachments made by the
shopkeepers were also
razed. A shopkeeper had in-
stalled an iron staircase in-
front of the shop and was
not removing it even after

repeated notices. On
Sunday, the BMC team
seized the staircase. Four
JCBs and six dumpers were
used to clear the encroach-
ments. Supela Sunday
Market comes under Zone
No 1 Nehru Nagar and Zone
No 2 Vaishali Nagar of
BMC. Nehru Nagar Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad, Executive
Engineer in-charge
Kuldeep Gupta, Assistant
Engineer In-Charge Alok
Pasine, Assistant Engineer
in-charge Arvind Sharma,
Deputy Engineer Gaurav
Agrawal, Purushottam
Sinha, Assistant Revenue
Officer, Balkrishna Naidu,
Malkhan Singh Sori,
Jagannath Tiwari and oth-
ers were present.

Ruffian arrested for theft at neighbour’s house 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 12: Police
have arrested a ruffian and
a juvenile on charges of
committing theft at a
neighbour's house. The
third accused is at large.
Anti Crime and Cyber Unit
as well as Khursipar Police
Station jointly solved this
theft case. DSP (Crime)
Nasar Siddhiqui informed
that Khursipar Police
Station had received a com-
plaint from one Archana
Devi regarding theft of
cash and jewellery from
her residence situated at
KLC Colony in Khursipar.

The victim was sleeping
with her kids in the front
room of the house. The
unidentified accused tres-
passed into the house from
the back door and escaped
with cash and ornaments

which were kept in a purse
in the other room of the
house. Police lodged a com-
plaint under section 457,
380 of IPC.

During investigation, po-
lice came to know that her
neighbour Palvinder Singh
alias Chotu (23) was spend-
ing lavishly and was also
looking for customers to
sell a gold chain. He was
taken into custody and dur-
ing interrogation, he con-

fessed to have committed
theft at Archana Devi's resi-
dence. One Chandan
Paswan and a juvenile as-
sisted him in committing
theft.

The juvenile was also in-
terrogated in presence of
his parents and later taken
into custody. The accused
Palvinder Singh had pur-
chased a refrigerator from
the stolen money. Police are
trying to arrest Chandan

Paswan, a resident of
Machli Market Khursipar,
who has escaped to his na-
tive place in Bihar.

Police seized a gold
chain, ring, mangalsutra
and Rs 8500 cash from the
possession of the accused.
Police also seized the re-
frigerator which was pur-
chased from the stolen
money. Inspector Santosh
Mishra (I/c ACCU),
Inspector Trinath Tripathi
(SHO, Khursipar), SI
Shishupal Chandravanshi,
Head Constable Narendra
Singh of Khursipar Police
Station and ASI Shamit
Mishra, Constables Arvind
Mishra, Satyendra
Madharia, Evan Banchor,
D Prakash, Rinku Soni,
Anil Singh, Rakesh Anna,
Ramesh Pandey and Vijay
Paswan played a vital role
in arresting the accused.

OA-BSP and OA-FSNL meet to uphold idea of strategic merger 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 12: The apex
organization of execu-
tives of Public Sector
Steel Undertakings - Steel
Executives Federation of
India (SEFI) has been em-
phasizing on restructur-
ing and strategic merger,
instead of indiscriminate
privatization and disin-
vestment of PSUs.

Taking cognizance of
the highly sensitive
processes conducted by
Ferro Scrap Nigam
Limited and possible ap-
prehensions from the ar-
rival of the private sector,
SEFI has demanded
merger of this company
with SAIL instead of pri-
vatization. The represen-
tatives of the FSNL
Officers Association visit-
ed Pragati Bhawan (BSP-
OA Building) and de-
manded from the execu-
tive members of OA-BSP
to take necessary steps to
save FSNL from going
into private hands so that
national property can be
protected.

SEFI Chairman and
OA-BSP President
Narendra Kumar

Banchhore assured the
representatives of OA-
FSNL that SEFI and OA-
BSP have always been
striving for strategic
merger of steel sector
PSUs. The resolution of
SEFI for merger has also
been discussed in Lok
Sabha.

SEFI would take neces-
sary initiatives and ap-
proach the Prime
Minister's Office,
Ministry of Steel and
Ministry of Finance to
stop the disinvestment
and privatisation of
FSNL. In its upcoming
meeting, SEFI is going to

discuss and chalk out
strategy to get the idea of
strategic merger imple-
mented instead of disin-
vestment of some PSUs
under the Ministry of
Steel.

SEFI Chairman and OA
President Narendra
Kumar Banchhore, OA
General Secretary
Parvinder Singh, SEFI
nominee Ajay Kumar,
Treasurer Ankur Mishra,
Secretary Remi Thomas
and Akhilesh Mishra and
zonal representatives as
well as OA-FSNL
Secretary Deepak Tomar,
Vice President K Girish

and members Prashant
Sahu, Abhishek Singh, G
Srinivas and others were
present in the meeting.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that seeking
formation of a single
mega PSU for Steel, SEFI
had passed a resolution
for strategic merger of
PSUs in the steel sector in
its council meeting held
on April 04, 2021 in New
Delhi.

The resolution pro-
posed forming a Mega
Steel PSU under the
Ministry of Steel by
strategic merger of RINL,
SAIL, Nagarnar Steel

Plant, NMDC, MECON
etc under the Ministry of
Steel. On the basis of this
resolution, the topic of
strategic merger of steel
sector PSUs was dis-
cussed in Lok Sabha on
December 15, 2021.

Steel Sector PSUs have
not only created employ-
ment through steel plants
in different places of the
country in the last six
decades but have also
brought overall develop-
ment of its surrounding
areas through health, ed-
ucation, infrastructure
and CSR activities.

Today, the well-educat-
ed and capable class,
known as "middle class"
in the country, basically
flourished due to this type
of public undertakings
and became the reason
for the economic, educa-
tional progress of the
country.

There is a dire need to
save this inclusive model
of development so that a
strong citizen can build a
strong nation. The steel
sector has played an im-
portant role in nation
building in the last 60
years.

Govt trying to privatise a profit making company
The union government had earlier passed a motion to merge FSNL to SAIL or RINL. Ferro Scrap Nigam

Limited (FSNL) is a participant in many projects with the PSUs of the steel sector. But at present, the Central
Government has decided to privatize FSNL. This decision has triggered widespread resentment among the em-
ployees of this undertaking. It needs to be mentioned here that Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited is a government un-
dertaking under the Ministry of Steel, headquartered in Bhilai, Chhattisgarh. This organization mainly deals
with scrap processing in public sector steel undertakings like SAIL, RINL and NMDC. Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited
has never been in loss till date due to the hard work and dedication of its employees since its inception in 1979.
The company has given profit of 41.09 crore, 46.02 crore and 32.06 crore respectively in the last three years and
in the year 2021-22, it has earned a profit of 42.67 crores in just 09 months. Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited has also
got work worth Rs 240 crore in NMDC Nagarnar Steel Plant in Chhattisgarh which is to be started from May
2022. This project would provide employment to hundreds of unemployed youth in Chhattisgarh. At present,
about 600 regular and 3000 contract workers are working in various units in Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited.
Regarding FSNL, JP Shukla Committee had given recommendations in its report dated May 14, 2008 after site
inspection of various units of Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited and careful and in-depth study. The committee recom-
mended that Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited should be made a subsidiary company of SAIL or a joint venture should
be formed with SAIL, RINL and MSTC in which SAIL shall be a majority shareholder.

Benefits to SAIL and 
other PSUs from FSNL

For the last four decades, FSNL has been ren-
dering its valuable services to SAIL and other
PSUs with undisputed and uninterrupted serv-
ice. Over the years FSNL has become an integral
part of steel plants. Slag and scrap processing of
iron and steel scrap is done by FSNL in SAIL and
other PSUs. Which is used by SAIL to make vari-
ous iron products in its plants. FE Enrichment
Plant carries out Value Addition work in the
scrap of 45 percent to 85 percent less grade as
well as Blast Furnace (BF) and Steel Melting
Shop (SMS) Hot Slag Pit Management, Lancing
and Bowling, Collection of Mill Waste and pro-
cessing services are provided. Presently, FSNL
has become an integral part of SAIL and other
PSUs through its work.

Government to suffer loss
from FSNL disinvestment
FSNL provides an average of Rs 25 - 35 crore per

annum as dividend to the government whereas the
Government of India had invested only Rs 32 crore
in this company. FSNL is a low cost - high profit or-
ganization. FSNL has provided all possible facilities
to the government and society even during the
global pandemic Covid-19. It would be a big mis-
take on the part of the Government of India to hand
over a diamond like FSNL to private hands. The dis-
investment of FSNL will not only cause losses to the
Government but will also directly and indirectly
damage the Government Steel Plants. After privati-
zation of FSNL, opportunities will be available for
scrap mafia and middlemen to infiltrate govern-
ment steel plants and cause loss of national proper-
ty. FSNL does not have any immovable assets other
than its workforce.

Sahu lays stone for works worth Rs 655 lakhs 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  1122::  Development
works worth Rs 655 lakh will
be conducted in different
wards of Risali Municipal
Corporation. Durg Rural MLA
and Minister of Home and
Public Works Department -
Tamradhwaj Sahu performed
bhoomipujan of these projects
the other day. The projects in-
clude pipeline expansion work
worth Rs 33.30 lakh to be done
in Laxminagar.

After visiting Talpuri,
Ruabandha and Risali, Home
Minister performed
Bhoomipujan for construction
of an additional room in
Madarsa at Station Maroda
and laid the foundation for the

renovation of Anganwadi in
Surya Nagar. The tour and pro-
grammes of the Home Minister
remained unaffected from in-
cessant rains. He also reached
Newai Bhatha (Ward 32) to un-
veil the inscriptions for differ-
ent works. Mayor Shashi
Sinha, Speaker Keshav
Banchor, PCC Secretary
Jitendra Sahu, MIC members
Anoop Dey, Vilas Rao Borkar,
Govind Chaturvedi,
Chandrabhan Thakur, Sanir
Sahu, Parameshwara, Sonia

Devangan, Ishwari Sahu, Block
Congress Committee
President Mukund Bhau,
Councilor Tikam Sahu, Sarika
Sahu, Mamta Yadav, Sheela
Narkhede, Jamuna Thakur,
Sarita Devangan, Vinay
Netam, Rekha Devi,
Chandraprakash Nigam, Rama
Sahu, Zaheer Abbas, Anil
Kumar, Seema Sahu,
Shailendra Sahu, Domanlal
and others were present. 

In addition to the school
building and Anganwadi reno-

vation, roads, drains, commu-
nity buildings are included in
the development projects.
Apart from this, there is also a
project of pipeline expansion in
Ward 29 with Rs 33.30 lakhs.
This work has been approved
to address the special demand
of the citizens and the drinking
water crisis.

Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu said that
there will be no shortage of
money in the development of
Risali Municipal Corporation.
Due to his tireless efforts,
Bhilai and Risali Municipal
Corporation have got 150 -
150 acres of land from Bhilai
Steel Plant. Due to shortage
of land, many significant proj-
ects like hospital and college
building were pending. Home
Minister assured that he will
make efforts to get more land
from the BSP for Risali
Municipal Corporation. 

p Flags off 40 e-rick-
shaws for garbage
collection 

BMC bulldozes encroachments again at Supela Sunday Market
p Police provides 

protection to Anti-
encroachment drive
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COLOURING OF ‘RATH’

The preparations for Jagannath Rath-Yatra are in full swing and under this colouring of ‘Rath’ by the painters is going on.

Raipur, Jun 12: 

The Congress has
termed the case registered
in the ED (Enforcement
Directorate) against the
party leadership in the
National Herald case as
fake. Reacting to ED’s no-
tices to Sonia and Rahul
Gandhi in this case, Rajya
Sabha MP and Senior
Advocate Vivek Tankha
accused the Central
Government of framing
false charges. Did we fight
with the Britishers for this
democracy? He asked and
said that he had never
seen such biased action in
his life.

National Herald is a
brand, which has been a
part of the freedom strug-
gle, said Tankha, who
reached Raipur, adding
that it was started by free-
dom fighters like
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar
Patel and it is associated
with the ideology of
Congress. Talking to the
reporters at Congress
state headquarters Rajiv
Bhavan, Tankha told the
story of the National

Herald case. He said that
over time this newspaper
started going into losses.
To help it overcome this
crisis, the Congress gave it
a loan of Rs 90 crore in
about 100 installments
from 2002 to 2011, he said.
Out of this Rs 90 crore, Rs
67 crore was used by
National Herald to pay
salaries and VRS to its em-
ployees, he added.

Tankha said that the re-
maining amount was used
to pay government liabili-
ties like electricity duty,
house tax, rental charges
and building expenses etc.
According to him it was
not possible to repay the
loan of Rs 90 crore by
National Herald and its

parent company
Associated Journals Ltd.
And that the debt was con-
verted into equity shares
of Associated Journals
Ltd. Since the Indian
National Congress could
not retain the ownership
of the equity shares it was
allotted to a not-for-profit
company named ‘Young
Indian’ established under
section-25.

Tankha said that as
Congress leadership,
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi, Oscar Fernandes,
Motilal Vora, Suman
Dubey etc. were members
of the managing commit-
tee of this ‘not-for-profit’
company. This is part of
the general practice of

companies. Big companies
do this consistently; it is
not called a crime.

Rahul Gandhi will face
the summons of the ED.
Rahul Gandhi will go to
ED office tomorrow.
However, Sonia Gandhi
will go to ED office after
recovering from illness.
Tankha said that Congress
will not tolerate such bi-
ased action. He asked how
the country will run if the
opposition is not respect-
ed. According to Tankha
no FIR was filed in this
case and action is being
taken on the basis of a
complaint. The case was
also closed in 2015. The clo-
sure report was re-opened
in the year 2018-19 and
summons is being issued
now which the Congress is
opposing, he added.

PCC President Mohan
Markam said that central
government was misusing
ED and central agencies to
intimidate opposition. But
the opposition is not going
to bow down to the govern-
ment, he said, adding that
truth may be disturbed but
will not be defeated.

Cong will not tolerate
biased action: Tankha 

Commenting upon ED notices to Sonia, Rahul

Raipur, Jun 12:

In order to spread
awareness about road safe-
ty among the public and to
prevent road accidents,
the Chhattisgarh
Transport Department is
continuously making
many innovations. To this
end, now social media will
be used for creating aware-
ness about road safety.

For this, an account has
been created by the
Transport Department for
social networking sites
like Facebook and
Instagram in the name of
‘Road Safety Mitan’ and on
YouTube and Twitter as
‘Road Safety CG’.
Necessary information re-
lated to the Motor Vehicle
Act will be available to the
general public in these ac-
counts,. At the same time,
information about the
causes of road accidents
and ways to prevent them
will be given. The inter-de-
partmental lead agency for

road safety is working on
this.

The Transport
Department is taking ini-
tiatives under the guid-
ance of Transport
Minister Mohammad
Akbar to create better traf-
fic system in the state and
prevent road accidents as
per the intention of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
to make people aware
about road safety.

In view of the prolifera-
tion of social media in the
present times, the
Transport Department
has now considered social
media as a great medium
for awareness and is going
to work on the use of so-
cial media for road safety
awareness. According to
information received from
departmental officials, in
the first phase, efforts will

be made to reach people
through Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube and
Twitter.

The Chhattisgarh
Transport Department
has created an account for
social networking sites
Facebook and Instagram
in the name of ‘Road
Safety Mitan’ and on
YouTube and Twitter as
‘Road Safety CG’.

Information about the
black spots identified for
road accidents across the
state will also be available
on the account. Apart
from this, the real causes
of major road accidents
will be highlighted to pre-
vent recurrence of such
accidents. Information re-
lated to road safety and
transport system will also
be made available on the
accounts. The Transport
Department will also pro-
vide information about
various departmental ac-
tivities in these accounts
from time to time.

Social media for 
road safety awareness

Transport department’s new initiative to prevent road accidents

 Account created
on social media
networking site

Raipur, Jun 12: 

Under operation
‘Narcos’ , the Raipur divi-
sion task team, RPF post
Raipur and intelligence
wing jointly took action
and nabbed one inter-state
‘Ganja’ smuggler with
14.300 kg of ‘Ganja’ from
near Raipur Railway
Station ticket booking of-
fice.

It was on tip from an in-
former on Sunday that the
combined team was in-
formed that a person is sit-
ting near ATM, near the
ticket booking office of the
Raipur Railway Station
with dark-brown coloured
trolley bag. The team
went to the site and
nabbed the accused and
when inquired disclosed

his name as Raja Singh,
S/o Late Ram Prakash
(49), R/o Gram Chaturi,
Purwa, Bhartouli Kanpur
Dehat, Thana Musanagar,
District Kanker Deahat
(UP).

When the police
searched the bag they
found 3 packets full of
banned drug ‘ganja’
weighing 14.300 kg an esti-
mated to cost around Rs
71,500. He was booked
under NDPS Act and is
being interrogated.

This operation was
jointly carried out under
guidance of Division
Safety Commissioner RPF
Raipur and was done by
RPF Raipur Post Inspector
MK Mukherjee, M Patra,
Dy. Inspector of Crime
Intelligence wing Raipur
and Division Task team in-
charge Sanatan Thanapti,
Sub-inspector AZ
Choudhary, LK Yadav, DK
Singh, head constable VC
Banjare and constable
Devesh Singh.

One nabbed with 14.30 kg
‘ganja’ worth Rs 71,500

 From near ticket
booking office 
of Raipur 
Railway station

Raipur, Jun 12:

The issuance of notices
to Congress President
Sonia Gandhi and leader
Rahul Gandhi by
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has drawn furious re-
actions from Congress in
Chhattisgarh. The party
leaders will gheraoe ED
Office in Raipur on
Monday, the 13th June 2022
to lodge protest against ED
notices to Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi.

Raipur City District
Congress Committee has
completed preparations
for this protest. It has been
decided that the Congress
workers will go to the ED
office located near
Pachpedi Naka after tak-
ing a footmarch, wearing a
black belt. Meanwhile
City Congress Committee

President Girish Dubey
has charged the Central
Government with spread-
ing a feeling of hatred
among the people by incit-
ing religious sentiments,
instead of forcusing on de-
velopment works related
to public interests. The
Modi government wants
to divert public attention
from main issues like in-
flation, unemployment, he
said. Central government
is misusing government
institutions in its attempt
to intimidate Congress
leaders, Dubey alleged and
said that Congress was not
afraid of such attempts.
He said that Congress
workers will take the poli-
tics of hatred and fear
being done by the central
government at the grass-
roots level to the people.
Congress will also raise is-
sues like inflation and un-
employment before gener-
al public, he added.
Preparations for gheraoe
and demonstration were

discussed at Raipur City
District Congress
Committee meeting held
at Rajiv Bhavan. The lead-
ers present at the meeting
expressed sharp reactions
on ED notices. Alleging
that central government
was trying to intimidate
the Congress leaders by
misusing the constitution-
al institutions they said
that the party will not
allow this to happen.

ED notice to Rahul Gandhi
causes furore in Congress

ED office in Raipur to be gheraoed

 Cong charges centre

with doing politics 

of hatred and fear

Central agencies
suppressing voice
of Oppn: Baghel

Raipur: CM Bhupesh Baghel
said that he is leaving for
Delhi and they all would be
going to ED’s office for
protest from AICC tomorrow.
He charged that the central
government is mis-using
agencies viz. ED, CBI and IT
to suppress the voice of the
Opposition and it will not be
tolerated.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1122::

In case of theft in three
shops in Pandri cloth market
area on Jun 11, the Pandri
police got a major break-
through and nabbed one
Lokesh Sriwas, R/o
Kabirdhaam. On inquiry he
accepted his crime in all the
three shops in Pandri and ran
away with cash in large quanti-
ty. The police has recovered
cash of Rs 8, 52,300, along with
a screw driver and bike used in
the crime from his possession. 

Conducting reiki in the cloth
market Pandri in Devendra
Nagar area, this well-known
history-sheeter Lokesh Sriwas
informed that he came here in
bike from Kabirdhaam and con-
ducted theft in all the three
shops in Pandri viz. Ciana

Décor Essentials – a home fur-
nishing shop in Shopper’s para-
dise; a hardware shop of Vivek
Kothari and that of MM
Collection of Parth Ghosh and
ran away back to Kabirdhaam
in his bike. Police informed
that accused Lokesh is a histo-
ry-sheeter and having crime
cases of theft in a jewellery
shop in Vijaynagar in AP from
where he had stolen  6 Kg gold
jewelleries; 500 gms jew-
elleries from a jewellery shop
in Barampur of Odisha; gold
and silver jewelleries worth Rs
7 lakh from a jewellery shop in
Gadai in Rajnandgaon and jew-
elleries worth Rs 4 crore from
Parakh Jewellers in Durg and
cash of Rs 9 lakh from Bajaj’s
showroom in Durg. A warrant
against him has been issued
from Court in AP as well. 

Accuse in theft in 3
shops of Pandri nabbed

JJaannjjggiirr,,  JJuunn  1122  ((PPTTII))::

More than 45 hours after an
11-year-old boy fell into a deep
borewell in Chhattisgarh’s Janjgir
Champa district, rescue teams
were making hectic efforts on
Sunday to save him, officials
said. The boy is conscious, they
said, adding that a team of robot
specialists from Gujarat has
reached the spot and efforts are
being made to pull out the child,
who is stuck at a depth of about
60 feet in the abandoned
borewell. The boy, Rahul Sahu,
fell into the unused 80-feet-deep
borewell, located in the backyard
of his house in Pihrid village in
Malkharoda development block
around 2 pm on Friday while he
was playing there, officials said.

The rescue teams, comprising
over 500 personnel, including
officials of the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and the
Army, have been working tire-
lessly, using ultra-advance
machines and vehicles to evacu-
ate the child safely, they said.

As per the latest information,
a parallel pit, being dug since
Friday evening, is nearing its final
stage. A tunnel will then be cre-
ated which will enable rescuers
to reach the borewell and evacu-
ate the child. A team of robot
specialists from Gujarat has also
reached the spot and efforts are
also being made to pull out the
child safely with the help of a
robot, officials said. Health offi-
cials have been constantly moni-
toring Rahul’s condition through

cameras. He is conscious and
showing movement. He was
given a soft drink and banana in
the wee hours of Sunday and pro-
vided juice this morning. A pipe
has been installed for oxygen
supply in the borewell, a govern-
ment statement said. We are
hoping that we will be able to
rescue the child by late Sunday
night, a district administration
official said. Over 500 personnel,
including from the NDRF, a four-
member Army team, more than
150 policemen and 15 personnel
of the State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), have been
engaged in the rescue operation,
which began at 4 pm on Friday,
officials said.

There is some water inside the
borewell where the child is
trapped and the NDRF personnel
are trying to drain it out with the
help of a vessel tied to a rope.
Even the child has been helping
in the water draining exercise, as
per the government statement.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is in touch with officials
and constantly taking updates
about the operation. Baghel also
spoke to Rahul’s family members
over phone and assured them
that every possible step would be
taken to save the child. District
Collector Jitendra Shukla and
Superintendent of Police Vijay
Agrawal were at the spot since
Friday evening. The CM has also
directed all district collectors
and SPs that borewells should be
covered in order to prevent such
incidents.

Efforts on for 3rd day to save
11-yr-old boy stuck in borewell

Team of robot specialists reaches spot

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1122::  Naina Dhakad, a
mountaineer from Bastar called
on Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey at Raj Bhavan here on
Sunday. Ms. Naina Dhakad sub-
mitted a memorandum after
discussing the need for setting
up a training institution for
training young mountaineers in
the state and reservation in
sports quota for mountaineers
in the state.  Naina Dhakad

informed that young moun-
taineers in the state have to go
to other states for training,
where the number of seats is
also limited. For which the
mountainers of Chhattisgarh
have to spend a lot of their
time. Apart from this, she also
requested the Governor to
make arrangements for giving
reservation to mountaineers
from sports quota. She said

that with the establishment of
the training institute, where
youth would get better oppor-
tunities, adventure sports and
tourism would also get a boost
in the state.  On this occasion,
the Governor assured all possi-
ble help for the upliftment of
the young mountaineers of the
state. Governor Ms. Uikey hon-
ored Ms. Naina Dhakad with a
memento.

Mountaineer Naina Dhakad calls on Governor 

Raipur, Jun 12: 

Naxal activities are
coming on the back foot
due to the state govern-
ment focusing on develop-
mental activities in Naxal
affected areas in the last
years. About 15 years ago
from today, more than 400
schools in Naxal areas
were closed due to various
reasons. Based on the de-
mand of the community
in the four Naxal-affected
districts, the state govern-
ment has taken initiative
and decided to restart 260
schools. These schools
will be formally an-
nounced to be opened by
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on June 16 during
the state level school en-
trance festival. In this re-
gard, the Collectors of
four Naxal-affected dis-

tricts – Narayanpur,
Dantewada, Bijapur and
Sukma have been directed
by the School Education
Department to complete
the preparations at their
level. In the letter issued
to the collectors, it has
been said that on the day
of the school entrance fes-
tival, on June 16, the main
program of the school
‘Shala Pravesh Utsav’
should be organised by se-
lecting one school in the
district. In the program,
the minister in charge of
the district, district pan-
chayat president, other
public representatives
and concerned officials
should be invited. This
program should be organ-
ized in two ways. The pro-

gram to be held in the
presence of the Chief
Minister will be broadcast
online. Arrangements
should be made to dissem-
inate it in the respective
schools of the district.
Immediately after this,
the program should be or-
ganised at the district
level. The detailed details
of the program to be or-
ganized during the
Pravesh Utsav in various
schools in the district will
be sent separately.
Accordingly, make all nec-
essary arrangements in
the district. Through this
program, 100% admission
and regular attendance of
all the children of the dis-
trict should be ensured. In
the schools which are

being opened on the de-
mand of the community,
arrangements should be
made for teachers for
teaching from the first
day itself. Arrangements
for regular teaching
should be made in these
schools from the very be-
ginning. The services of
the students, who are al-
ready helping in the
teaching work in the
school, should be contin-
ued in the same way. In
this way, a campaign
should be launched with
special attention to im-
prove the number of chil-
dren in the schools to be
reopened. Emphasis
should be laid on 100% en-
rollment and attendance
at the pre-primary level
also, so that the learning
of children can be contin-
ued from that level.

Decision to restart 260 schools in four Naxal-affected districts 
 With the initiative of the state government

Raipur, Jun 12:
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey was welcomed by
the Collector Mr. Ramesh
Kumar Sharma,
Superintendent of Police
Dr. Lal Umaid Singh at
the Circuit House on
reaching Kawardha at the
Baiga community con-
vention on Sunday. Apart
from this, members of the
delegation of Sarva
Adivasi Samaj and Baiga Samaj, representatives of Haritima organization

working in the field of en-
vironmental protection
in Kawardha  also wel-
comed the Governor in
the auditorium of Circuit
House. The Guard of
Honour was received by
the Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey. DFO Mr.
Chudamani Singh and
Zilla Panchayat CEO Mr.
Sandeep Agarwal were
also present on the occa-
sion.

Governor receives warm welcome on reaching Kawardha
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RISK FOR PASSER-BY

A water pipeline area in capital city has been dug and left open, posing risk to those passing in vehicles or on foot.

Jashpur, Jun 12:

Under his state-wide
Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is not only meeting
the people in rural areas of
various assembly con-
stituencies personally, but
also inspecting the imple-
mentation of various gov-
ernment schemes. Under
this campaign, Baghel is
taking review meetings of
District-level officials and
directing them to ensure
time-bound implementa-
tion of various benefici-
ary-oriented welfare
schemes.

Chief Minister Baghel
gave aforementioned in-
structions to the officials
while addressing the re-
view meeting held at the
circuit house of
Patthalgaon today. He
added that Jashpur dis-

trict is blessed with scenic
natural beauty. However,
this district has its fair
share of challenges as
well. Hence, collective ef-
forts are needed to over-
come these challenges and
to ensure optimal utiliza-
tion of the resources for
development of the dis-
trict, he said. In the meet-
ing, Mr. Baghel directed
the officials to ensure
proper implementation of
government schemes for
eradication of malnutri-
tion in children and ane-
mia in women. Chief
Minister Baghel said that

improving the income of
the people should be our
main objective. Besides
agriculture and minor for-
est produce collection, ef-
forts should be made to
promote fish farming and
animal husbandry as the
additional sources of in-
come in the district.
Recurring grazing,
Revenue Gauthan, and
livelihood activities in
Rural Industrial Park
should be promoted fur-
thermore. Chief Minister
Baghel said that like
Bastar, faith-oriented
works should be promoted

for the tribals of Jashpur
as well. Soon, Sarna will
be developed as a beautiful
and organized faith center
of tribal people.

Chief Minister directed
the officials to launch a
drive to issue caste certifi-
cate to children. If the
caste certificate of father
is available, then the chil-
dren should be provided
caste certificate immedi-
ately. List of caste names,
which have been notified
to avoid spelling-related
ambiguities, should be put
on display at the offices
concerned. Public service
guarantee should be fol-
lowed and people’s work
should be done within the
given time-limit. Chief
Minister further said that
the way government is
taking care of everyone in-
cluding tribals, farmers,
labourers and government
employees, government of-
ficials should also dedicat-
edly serve the public and
solve their problems.

Baghel directs officials to ensure 
implementation of beneficiary-oriented schemes 

CM chairs review meeting of Jashpur District Officials

 In a time-bound
manner

Takathpur, Jun 12:

On completion of 8 years
of Modi-led government at
the centre for its services,
good-governance and wel-
fare of the poor, a massive
‘Vikas Teerth Yatra’ was
taken out by BJP party
workers and leaders here
on Sunday and it was led by
former Chairperson State
Women’s Commission
Harshita Pandey. The rally
made the entire Vidhan
Sabhha area in the hues of
saffron and pro-BJP. The
‘Vikas-Yatra’ started from
Ganiyari, amidst playing of
drum-beats and DJ tunes
and in this large number of
BJP party workers and
leaders took part. Speaking
on the occasion she said
that under leadership of
PM Narendra Modi for last
8 yrs the country has got

new orientation, as it has
worked tremendously  for
people from all sections of
the society. It is to pass on
the same to the masses, that
this ‘VikasTeerth’ rally has
been organized. It is by pro-
viding ration to the poor
and needy, the very ideolo-
gy of ‘Antodaya’ has been
fulfilled. In honour of the
farmers, ‘Kissan Samman

Nidhi Yojana’ has been
launched and an amount of
Rs 6000 is being credited di-
rectly into farmers account
annually.

Similarly under PM
Ujjawala Yojana, poor
women have been provided
LGP gas connection and
around 20 cr people have
been linked through ‘Jan-
Dhan’ account.

Implementing one-nation-
one tax policy, GST has
been introduced and most
important of the all, Article
370 has been removed from
J&K and provided new
lease of life to people of
J&K. The rally passed
through main thorough-
fares in the city and con-
cluded in the form of mas-
sive  meeting at Belapan.
The rally was welcomed at
different places with ‘arti’
and ‘hanuman chalisa’.
The rally was participated
by Jeevanlal Pandey,
Narendra Kosale, BR
Mohobia, Santosh
Kashayap, Dilip Kori,
Deepmala Kurre, Tilak
Dewangan, Ajay Yadav,
Tikeshwar Kaushik,
Abhilash Lania, Ajay
Yadav, Arun Chouhan,
Komal Singh Thakur and
others.

India made world leader thru Modi’s commitments: Harshita
BJP leaders, party workers take out huge ‘Vikas-Teerth’ rally

Raipur, Jun 12: 

On the penultimate day
of the Khelo India Youth
Games presently under-
way in Panchkula
(Haryana), Sadhike
Dubey of Dalli Rajahara
bagged only bronze medal
for Chhattisgarh in
Kalaripayattu sports.
Sadhika under the guid-
ance of Lakhan Kumar
Sahu and Kamlesh
Dewangan is taking
coaching from Harvansh
Kaur. Her success has
been hailed by
Chhattisgarh Olympic
Association GS
Gurucharan Singh Hora,
Sports Director Mrs
Sweta Sinha, Anis
Memon, Mrs Nazma

Parveen Qureshi and
other persons associated
with sports.

Sadhike bags 
bronze medal

In  Khelo India Youth Games
BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJuunn  1122::  

It is notified by Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya,
(Central) Bilaspur that accord-
ing to the decision taken in the
meeting of the Executive
Council held on 27th January,
2004, on the basis of the
reports of the concerned exam-
iners and the oral examination
held on 20th May, 2022, by
accepting the thesis presented
by Chuleshwar, the Vice-
Chancellor, on behalf of the
council, declares Chuleshwar
eligible for conferment of the
degree of “Doctor of
Philosophy” of Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur from the
date of oral examination.

The candidate Chuleshwar
carried out his research works
under guidance of  supervisor
Dr Budheshwar Prasad
Singraul From the department
of Commerce under School of

Management and Commerce.
The title of the dissertation
was ‘Study of Kisan Credit
Card Scheme in Agricultural
Finance’ (With Special
Reference to the State of
Chhattisgarh).

The other Ph.D. was award-
ed to Bhumika, by the Vice-
Chancellor, on behalf of the
council, declaring Bhumika eli-
gible for conferment of the
degree of “Doctor of
Philosophy” of Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur from the
date of oral examination. The
candidate Bhumika carried
out her research works under
guidance of the Supervisor Dr
Subal Das of  department of
Anthropology and Tribal
Development under School :
Life Sciences. The title of dis-
sertation was  ‘Reproductive
Health and Nutritional Status
of Women in Slums of Bhilai
Chhattisgarh.

Chuleshwar, Bhumika
awarded PhD

Raipur, Jun 12:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel today
spoke to Janjgir-Champa
Collector on a video call
from Pathalgaon and took
information about the
progress of the rescue op-
eration for Rahul Sahu.

11-year-old Rahul Sahu
is trapped in 60-ft deep
borewell in Pihrid village
of Malkharoda block. Mr.
Baghel asked the
Collector about Rahul’s
health condition. Chief
Minister also spoke to the

family members of Rahul
and consoled them. He
asked Rahul’s family to
hold on to faith, patience
and prayers, as the admin-
istration does its best to
bring Rahul back home
safe and sound.

Chief Minister spoke to
Rahul’s grandmother
Shyam Bai Sahu, in pres-

ence of Rahul’s uncle
Bajrang Sahu. He told her
that the administration is
equipped with robots and
other resources to rescue
Rahul. Chief Minister
also spoke to the robot op-
erator Mahesh Ahir and
Rahul’s father. Chief
Minister also observed
the ongoing excavation

work at the borewell,
through the video call.
Robot operator Mahesh
Ahir, who has come all the
way from Amreli,
Gujarat, updated Chief
Minister about the relief
and rescue work in
progress. He told Chief
Minister that he has con-
ducted many demos and
has the experience of
three successful rescue
operations.

Chief Minister also ob-
served the robot and its
operation process,
through the video call.
Speaker of the Assembly
Dr. Charandas Mahant
and Minister-in-Charge
Mr. Jai Singh Agrawal
also inquired about the
developments in the res-
cue process underway in
Pihrid.

Hold on to faith, patience and prayers, we
are taking every possible steps: CM

 To bring Rahul
back home safely,
says CM again
speaking  to
Rahul’s family

Jagdalpur, June 12: 

BJYM took out a
‘Vikas Teerth’ bike rally
in the Bastar assembly
of the district. The Vikas
Teerth bike rally of
BJYM started simultane-

ously from two places of
Nagar Panchayat Bastar
and village Sargipal of
Bakavad area, which
ended after reaching
Karpavand. Here BJP
leaders addressed the
Nukkad sabha. Former
MP Dinesh Kashyap,
District in-charge
Lokesh Kavadia, District
President Roopsinh

Madavi, Dr. Subhau
Kashyap, BJYM District
President Avinash
Srivastava were present
on the occasion.

The Vikas Teerth bike
rally of BJYM covered a
distance of about 50 km.
Enthusiastic workers of
Yuva Morcha took out a
bike rally with loud slo-
gans and kept informing

them about the works of
the Modi government in
the villages along the
way. After the bike rally
concluded in Karpavand,
a road-side meeting was
organized in the market
area.

Addressing which for-
mer MP Dinesh Kashyap
said that the Modi gov-
ernment at the Center
has been taking the
country forward on the
path of progress for
eight years. Modi gov-
ernment is working with
the resolve of upliftment
of the poor.

District in-charge
Lokesh Kavadia said
that the Modi govern-
ment at the Center has
done big works like
starting the construc-
tion of Shri Ram temple
and removing Article 370
from Kashmir.

BJYM ‘Vikas Teerth’ bike rally reaches Karpavand 

 After covering a
distance of 50 km

Jagdalpur, Jun 12:

Malaria was considered
the curse of Bastar, but the
malaria-free Bastar being
run by the Chhattisgarh
government to eradicate
malaria has become a
boon, due to which there
has been a huge reduction
in the cases of malaria.

Chief Medical and
Health Officer Dr RK
Chaturvedi said that since
this campaign started
about two and a half years
ago on January 1, 2020,
now the sixth phase is
going on and after each
phase, there is a steady de-
cline in the annual malar-
ia parasite index.

Before starting this cam-
paign in the year 2019, the
annual malaria parasite
index was 7.29, which de-
creased to 4.16 in 2021 and

the positivity rate was 0.27.
The cases of malaria
among pregnant women
have also come down dras-
tically due to intensive
screening under the
malaria-free campaign.

Due to this campaign,
9694 asymptomatic pa-
tients were identified in
the district, who were
made malaria free by time-

ly treatment. Due to the
wide publicity done dur-
ing this period to avoid
malaria and the increas-
ing use of mosquito nets
due to awareness among
the people, the cases of
malaria have also de-
creased. To control malar-
ia, anti-malarial drug is
also being sprayed in 515
villages of the district.

Malaria free Bastar campaign became a boon
 For Bastar district

Pathalgaon, Jun 12:

Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel inaugu-
rated and performed
Bhoomi Pujan of 156
works worth Rs.94 crore 35
lakh in Pathalgaon today.
Chief Minister inaugurat-
ed 56 works worth Rs 42
crore 62 lakh and laid the

foundation of 100 works
worth Rs 51 crore 73. lakh.

These include inaugura-
tion of 5 works of
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
These include inaugura-
tion of 5 works of
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department,
26 works of Public Works

Division, Pathalgaon, 3
works of Agriculture
Department, 2 works of
Health Department, 2 of
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana, 2 works of
Water Resources
Department, 1 of
Renewable Energy
Department, 4 works of
District Planning and
Statistics Department, one
work of Tribal Welfare
Department, 9 works of
Rural Engineering
Services, 9 of Jashpur, 1
work of Police
Department. On the occa-
sion, Mr. Baghel per-
formed Bhumi Pujan of 4
works of Public Works
Division, Pathalgaon, 2
works of CREDA, 90 works
of Public Health
Engineering Department
and 4 works of Tribal
Welfare Department.

CM inaugurates-lay stone for 156 works 
Worth Rs 94.35 cr

Jagdalpur, Jun 12: 

This year there is
delay in the arrival of
monsoon in Bastar and it
is expected to reach
Bastar after June 13.
Delay in arrival of mon-
soon in Bastar has  de-
layed the arrival of rains
in the whole of
Chhattisgarh, as mon-
soon generally enters
Chhattisgarh through
Bastar region. Normally,
the time of monsoon
reaching Bastar is con-
sidered to be June 15, but
for the past few years,
the monsoon had started
knocking Bastar before
the scheduled time.
Although this year also

the monsoon had
reached Kerala 3 days be-
fore the scheduled time,
on the basis of which
there is possibility of it
reaching Bastar by June
12 as predicted. But now
it will take about 3 to 4
days for the monsoon to
reach Bastar.

Meteorologist HP
Chandra informed that
the monsoon winds are
increasing at a slow pace
from Karnataka. He said
that due to non-forma-
tion of any system near
Karwar in Karnataka,
the monsoon winds
could not advance due to
which there is a delay in
the arrival of monsoon
in Bastar region.

Monsoon likely 
to arrive in 3-4 days

In Bastar region
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MMaassttuurrii,,  JJuunn  1122::    Celebrating
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav in the
courtyard of Mother
Didineshwari in Malhar, remem-
bering the millions of unknow-
ingly martyrs of her country,
how they fought for the coun-
try's independence from the
British in so many difficult con-
ditions, neither had any means
nor wealth.  If that steely spirit
was selfless, no matter how
self-powerful to sacrifice for the
country, our country should be
free and we are free from the
scolding of the British so that
our children and the coming
generations get freedom from
the slavery of English, brothers
and sisters, how much for free-
dom from slavery.  How many
sisters, mother's has sacrificed
their husbands and sons, out of
which we do not even know mil-
lions of anonymous sacrifices.

Today, this elixir of freedom is
being celebrated across the
country from 12th March to re-
member them for their sacri-
fices, their selfless service to
the nation, the spirit of dying.
Today this program is organized
in your city Malhar, now you
have to decide our young
friends that what we can con-
tribute for the progress, pros-
perity and development of our
country.  Without all of us, how
will the country progress with-
out the contribution, so all of
you should take a pledge to do
something for the country.
Today the Prime Minister of our
country Narendra Modi is lead-
ing the country for 8 years, he
has given income tax exemption
for the poor, Sukanya Samridhi
Yojana, Janaushadhi Kendra,
Smart City, Metro City, Paid
Maternity Leave, free ration
system to the poor.  By running
many public welfare schemes

like Co KCC, Crop support price,
Prime Minister's Sammannidhi,
they are serving people of every
section of the society and the
country is developing in every
field.  Expressed with the gusto
of the chief guest in the plat-
form of the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav program by the
Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, he exhorted the
youth that the opportunity to do
something for our country is

very good.  Let's welcome you,
the program was addressed by
special guest former minister
and Masturi MLA Dr.
Krishnamurti Bandhi, Deputy
Principal Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya CK Sankri, Rahul
Singh Saini of Nehru Yuva
Kendra, lighting the lamp in the
photo of Mother Didineshwari
Devi and garlanded it.  Regional
Officer of the Regional Public
Relations Office, Dr.

Premkumar delivered the wel-
come address and welcomed
the guests with a bouquet.  On
this occasion, painting rangoli,
speech, essay and fancy dress
competition were organized for
the students, in which first
Ankur Yadav (Gandhi ji), second
Manyata Sharma (Rani
Laxmibai) third Kumari Prasun
Napit (Rani Laxmibai) in fancy
dress competition.  .  First K.
Pragya Kant of Rangoli, second

K. Preeti, third K. Sonam Verma,
first Pragya Kant in speech
competition, second K. Anjali
Thakur, third principle meas-
ured, first K. Pragya Kant in
essay competition, second K.
Anjali Singh  And third
Bhuneshwar Prasad, first Dilip
Kumar in painting, second Ku.
Preeti and third Manisha
Thakur. Head reader
Sheshnarayan Gupta, writer ar-
chaeologist branch postmaster
Rajesh Pandey, in-charge
Pracharya Kashiram Rajak,
secretary from the temple
committee, Santosh Kaivart,
Ramhari Kaivart, Dukhram
Kaivart, Jatan Kaivart, Chandu
Kaivart were given a citation
for special assistance.  Prizes
were given to all the participat-
ing students in the hands of the
chief guest.  The MP appreciat-
ed the children very much that
senior journalist Omprakash
Pandey requested the MP to

build a grand museum in
Malhar.  The program was con-
ducted by Shashank Sayan, KV
Giri, Ambika Lal, Jawahar
Singh, Sohan Sinha from
Regional Public Relations
Office, Kamal Dubey from
Doordarshan, Parul Srivastava
from Indian Postal Department,
Sub Divisional Inspector East,
Shriram Baruwa, Senior
Manager India Post Payment
Bank, Ramit  Sinha, Rishi
Jaiswal were present.  NSS pro-
gram officers Karunesh Napit
and Puran Singh were also
given certificates for their co-
operation.  Leader of
Opposition Thakur Surendra
Singh, MP representative
Sushil Choubey, MLA represen-
tative Arvind Sahu, Rishabh
Chaturvedi, Shanti Shandilya,
Ranjit Singh, Dilip Pandey,
Rakesh Gupta and a large num-
ber of BJP workers were pres-
ent in the program.

Free of cost veterinary check-up camp held

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Jun 12: A free
of cost veterinary
camp, vaccination and
high-breed calves
demonstration rally
was organised by the
Animal Husbandry de-
partment in village
Gram Khapri (B), at
Govt Primary Clinic
Silouti in Bhakhara

Sector and here the
Sarpanch Khileshwari
Nishad of Semara (C),
Panchs- Ramsgar Sahu,
Nandini Sahu and vil-
lagers in large number
were present.

In this camp, Dr GP
Suryavanshi (VAS)
Dhamtari gave detailed
information about ani-
mal husbandry man-
agement, about produc-
tion of quality milk and
also about the depart-
mental schemes to the
animal owners.

In this camp, veteri-
nary check-up of 27 ani-

mals was done and 72
were offered medicines
for anti-creamie; 8 were
examined for conceiv-
ing; 2 'Baghiyakaran', 6
'banjh Pashu Upchar',
280 vaccination; blood
samples of 12 were sent
to laboratory.

In this camp from
Vaccination depart-
ment - Manisha Sahu,
SR Sahu,
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Nirmalkar, Yadav and
other employees and
animal owners were
present in large num-
ber.

Three-day training prog held under MSS prog
Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jun 12: A three-
day training programme
was organised at Sankul
Kendra Ganiyari under
'Mukhyamantri Shala
Suraksha' (MSS) pro-
gramme and it was inaugu-
rated by Nodal Principal
and head masters by light-
ing the traditional lamp be-
fore photo of Goddess
Saraswati.

In this training, as train-
er- Lecturer- Taran Singh
Nayak and Sankul Co-ordi-
nator Dushyant Kumar
Bandhey were present.
Ravi Kumar Dheewar held
detailed discussions on
school's safety and ex-
plained the trainees about
what is disaster and how
many types of it are there;
the loss from disasters and
how its loses can be mini-

mized. He explained that
natural disasters means
flooding, earthquake, fire
breakout, snake or Scorpio
bite etc. Further in order to
keep children safe from dis-
asters, the trainers high-
lighted the means in an in-
teresting manner. Master
Trainer Nayak performed a
mock-drill on how to pass
on the benefits to victims of
disaster. He explained as to
how a stretcher can be

made using the un-used ma-
terial lying nearby; how to
bring the unconscious per-
son in state of conscious-
ness and other facilities.
The teachers obtained the
training with full interest
and mental presence. This
training was held under the
guidance of Nodal
Principal and it was attend-
ed by Mr. Patel, Reena
Rajput, Tripti Verma,
Namrata Gaikwad,

Rajeshwari Sahu, Sunita
Verma, Uttara Banjare,
Lokeshwari Dheewar,
Neeta Verma, Tukaram
Chandrakar, Ramkumar
Verma, Manoj Kumar
Yadu, Abhinav Tiwari,
Ram Kumar Dheewar,
Sheshnarayan Verma,
Bhavesh Verma, Madhav
Ram Sahu, Lakhan Lal
Bharadwaj, DK Patel, HK
Chandrakar, Santosh
Kumbhkar and others.

Parmeshwari lays
stone for devp works

Central Chronicle News

AAnnwwaarrii,,  JJuunn  1122::  Gram Panchayat
Bhedsar - Sabhapati-
Parmeshwari Mahendra Sahu laid
stone for various development
works under the 15th Finance
Scheme in Gram Panchayat
Bhedsar of Janpad area No. 18.
Under this sanction was granted
for 'pachari' construction at the
cost of Rs 2.50 lakh in  ward No. 1;
Rs 1.90 lakh for construction of
culvert and Rs 2.10 lakh for open-
ing of 'borewell' for drinking
water facility. 

In this camp, Janpad 'sabhap-
ati' - Paremeshwari Mahendra
Sahu laid stone for the develop-
ment works and assured to ex-
tend all possible support for over-
all development works in the

Janpad area.  It is notable here
that due to activeness on part of
Parmeshwari Sahu that develop-
ment works in the Janpad are
gaining momentum and under her
leadership the works which could
not be done in last 15 yrs of BJP
rule, have started taking place. 

On this occasion Sarpanch
Vikas Sinha said that as & when
the Janpad 'Sabhapati' is given
some demand, she always grants
sanction for continuous develop-
ment of villages. On this occasion
Dy. Sarpanch Bharti Sahu,
Panchs- Durga Sahu, Chandrika
Dhruv, Anita Sahu, Makhan
Dheemar, Chandrika Sahu, and
other noted citizens of the village
were present comprising Lakhan
Lal Sahu, Santosh Yadav, Chandu
Yadav, Manik Badhe and others.

Permanent water supply to
quench thirst of 20 villages

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jun 12: Around
20 villages, reeling under
water scarcity problem,
will be connected in the
Lai Group Water Supply
Scheme under Jal Jeevan
Mission. Giving informa-
tion Executive Engineer
PHE said that 42 hand
pumps are installed in
Nagpur, out of which 40
hand pumps are opera-
tional.

Due to very low water
level in the village, the
running hand pumps are
giving water intermittent-
ly, due to which drinking
water is being supplied.
To solve the problem of
common man, efforts are
being made to supply
water by increasing the

riser pipe 130 feet in hand
pumps.

Apart from this, water
is being supplied from the
railway station of Nagpur
in the areas of Nagpur
Chowk through Chirmiri

Arvadhan Jal Pradya
Yojna.He said that in
order to ensure sustain-
able water supply in
Nagpur and 20 other
drinking water problem
villages, Lai group water

supply scheme costing Rs
20.43 crore has been pre-
pared under Jal Jeevan
Mission. The administra-
tive approval has been re-
ceived for which tender is
being processed.

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jun 12:
President of Sahakari
Samiti and that of
farmer's leader Yogesh
Chandrakar said that if
the state government
wants to take state and its
farmers ahead in the field
of organic manure/
vermi-compost, then it
should provide subsidy for
the organic manure/
vermi-compost directly to
farmer in line with fertil-
izer subsidy.

If subsidy is giving in
vermi-compost, then more
and more farmers will
take up organic farming
and it would hopefully pro-
vide relief to farmers from
the ongoing shortage of
chemical fertilizers from
the central government.

Speaking further
Yogesh Chandrakar said
that in line with subsidy
on fertilizers by the
Agriculture Ministry, sub-
sidy should also be provid-
ed on Potash in line with
DAP and Urea.

Presently the cost of
DAP is Rs 2400 per bag and
which after subsidy from

the central government
comes to Rs 1350 per bag
for the farmer. The Potash
fertilizer available a year
back for Rs 850 per bag is
now being sold in the rage
of Rs 1700-1800 per bag and
it's cost has just doubled.

Farmer's leader Yogesh
said that the way the state
government forms agricul-
ture policy, in the same way
it should form Agriculture
Planning Commission, so
that the farmers of the
state and country can be
made economically strong
and able to withstand the
loss or damage due to un-
seasonal rains.

Chandrakar suspecting
the role of commission in
the subsidy being provid-
ed charged that the compa-
nies are being provided
subsidy on account of the

same. The way the tractor
and other agriculture
equipments are available
in the open market on cash
purchase, in the same way
in order to provide sub-
sidy or loan on the same
material, it is being sold by
10-20% higher rate.

Presently the farmers in
the state and in entire
country are facing finan-
cial crisis and in order to
pass on the relief to farm-
ers, all the agriculture
equipments and materials
related to farming and
agriculture be made free
from all taxes including
GST. At the same time,
when tax is being charged
that arrangement for sales
or purchase be made by in-
cluding the actual produc-
tion cost for any crop by
the farmers.
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‘Govt should pay subsidy in vermi-compost’
If the govt wants to take farmers ahead in the field of organic farming

Yogesh Chandrakar

Village Barbaspur
has been included in
the Lai group water
supply scheme under
Jal Jeevan Mission. At
present 47 hand pumps
are installed in village
Barbaspur, out of
which 46 hand pumps
are operational and 1
hand pump is closed,
whose improvement
work is being done.

There is no problem
of falling ground water
level in village
Barbaspur due to
which drinking water
is easily available.
Similarly, there are 27
hand pumps in
Sonvarsha village and
04 hand pumps are in-
stalled in Cachar Para,
and in addition to this,

pure drinking water
has been provided by
installing 01 new hand
pump in Parasapara of
the same village about
04 months ago.Apart
from this, 45, 43, 07, 45,
13 hand pumps are in-
stalled and operational
in village Lai, Semra,
Bunji, Harra, and
Chiraipani respectively.
There is no problem of
depleting ground water
level in these villages.
Sufficient drinking
water is available from
hand pumps.

All these villages
have been included in
the Lai Group Water
Supply Scheme under
Jal Jeevan Mission to
provide sustainable
water supply.

Villages included 
in the Lai Group Water

Supply Scheme

BCC offers rich tributes Pt. VC Shukla

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jun 12: The of-
fice bearers and Congmen
of BCC Kharora offered
rich tributes to martyr of
Jheeram Ghati massacre
and well-known political
leader Pt. Vidya Charan
Shukla on occasion of his
in Martyrdom day at
MLA's office in Kharora.

On this occasion BCC
President Kharora
Saurabh Mishra said that
there was a time when
Chhattisgarh was known
with special reference of

Pt. Vidya Charan Shukla
in the entire country.
Formation of Raipur
Doordarshan Kendra in
Raipur is one of his gifts.

In this programme BCC
President Saurabh
Mishra, Arvind
Dewangan, former
President Nagar
Panchayat Kharora;
Shashank Shekhar
Chandrakar in-Charge
Gen. Secy. Kharora; corpo-
rator Surendra Mandaldas
Gilhare, Bharat
Kumbhkar, office in-
charge Dhanesh Ram

Verma, Sewadal Block
President Shyam Lal
Baghel, Mahila Congress-
Sarojini Verma, corpora-
tor's rep Sant Navrange,
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Dewangan BCC general
secy. 'Vyavastha' in-charge;
Ganga Verma, Sita
Chouhan, Sandeep Sahu,
Mukesh Thakur, Raju
Gaikwad, Khilu Sahu,
Mukesh Sahu, Yudhisthir
Patel, Rohit Veram,
Surendra Gendre, Sanju
Verma and other party
workers of BCC were pres-
ent in large number.

On occasion of his martyrdom day

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav program concludes

ROHTANG TOURISM

Tourists visit Atal Tunnel, Rohtang, near Manali, Sunday.

TRAWLING BAN

A fishing boat being transported through a goods carrier vehicle to Vizhinjam fishing harbour amid the annual
trawling ban, in Thiruvananthapuram, Sunday.
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BRIEF

Chemical blast 
 Hyderabad: A 32-year-

old man died while his
father was injured
here on Sunday in a
suspected blast trig-
gered while they were
cleaning a chemical
can, police said. The
incident happened
under Afzalgunj police
station limits in the
city when the duo was
cleaning a can contain-
ing liquid chemical
with water and dispos-
ing the waste into a
manhole in front of
their house when
there was a sudden ex-
plosion resulting in
the man’s death on the
spot and injury to his
father, they said.

Major reshuffle
 Chennai: As part of a

major reshuffle, Tamil
Nadu Health Secretary
J Radhakrishnan was
on Sunday shifted to
Food Department,
with the government
transferring a total of
37 IAS officials. S K
Prabakar, Additional
Chief Secretary, Home,
Prohibition and Excise
Department is posted
as Additional Chief
Secretary /
Commissioner of
Revenue
Administration. K
Phanindra Reddy,
Additional Chief
Secretary/Commissio
ner, Commercial Taxes
has replaced Prabakar
in the Home
Department.

Car catches fire 
 Sultanpur:A moving

BMW car suddenly
caught fire on
Lucknow-Varanasi
highway here, forcing
the driver to jump out of
it to save his life,police
said on Sunday.
According to eyewit-
nesses, the incident had
taken at around 11.30
pm on Saturday.Some
local residents placed
barricades on the road
to signal other vehicles
passing through about
the burning car.
Fire tenders were called
to put out the blaze,po-
lice said.

Scrub typhus 
 Thiruvananthapuram:

A 38-year-old woman
on Sunday died at the
government medical
college hospital here
due to scrub typhus,
the second death due
to the disease in the
last three days.
Thiruvananthapuram
native Subitha who
died this morning was
admitted on June 10,
hospital authorities
told PTI. “She was
brought here on June
10, but died early this
morning. As of now,
we don’t have any sim-
ilar case,” a senior hos-
pital source told PTI.

Woman killed 
 Siliguri (WB): A 50-

year-old woman was
killed and her husband
injured when their
two-wheeler was hit by
a state-run bus in
Siliguri in West Bengal
on Sunday, police said.
The incident happened
on Asian Highway-2
near Noukaghat
bridge in Kaoakhali in
New Jalpaiguri police
station area, they said.
The scooter was hit
from behind, following
which the woman who
was riding pillion fell
and went under the
wheels of the bus,
police said.

A peacock drinks water,
flowing from a tap to

quench his thirst on a hot
summer day, in New Delhi,

Sunday.

Malkangiri (Odisha),
Jun 12 (PTI): As many as
295 active Maoist militia
members unarmed vil-
lagers who act as sympa-
thisers, informers and aid
of the red rebels surren-
dered before the Odisha
Police in Swabhiman
Anchal of Malkangiri dis-
trict, Director General of
Police (DGP) S K Bansal
said on Sunday.

The militia, comprising
members of Gana Natya
Sangha and village com-
mittees, includes both men
and women who hail from
Dhakadpadar, Dabuguda,
Taber and Arlingpada vil-
lages in Jantri gram pan-
chayat area under the ju-
risdiction of Jodambo
Police Station.

They voluntarily came
to a BSF camp in Jantri
and surrendered before
Odisha Police in the pres-
ence of Malkangiri dis-
trict administration on
Saturday afternoon, the
DGP said. The militia

members are not cadres of
the banned CPI (Maoist)
outfit but act as their
“helping hands”, Bansal
said.

The surrendered militia
members were involved in
arson incidents, hoisting
of black flags, burning of
vehicles, enforcing boycott
of elections, arranging
food and logistics for
Maoists, passing informa-
tion about movement of
security forces, and threat-
ening and assaulting inno-
cent tribals branded as
“police informers” and
forcing them to leave their
homes, he said.

The villagers claimed
they were “misled” by
Maoists, and they were en-
couraged by the surrender
of 50 militia members on
June 2 this year, the DGP
said. “Seeing the govern-
ment’s development work
in the region, they decided
to join the mainstream
and lead a peaceful life,”
he said. The surrendered

militia members burnt
Maoist uniforms and
raised slogans against
them. They performed
“Dhemsa” (local folk
dance) at the camp and
took part in a feast organ-
ised by the police and the
administration on the oc-
casion.

The administration dis-
tributed MGNREGA job
cards and pension cards,
and the police gave out
sports equipment to the
surrendered militia mem-
bers.

“We appeal to the
Maoists to return to the
mainstream and lead a
peaceful life,” the DGP
added.

Swabhiman Anchal in
Chitrakonda block of
Malkangiri was earlier a
“cut-off ” area and a
Maoist hotbed. Red rebels
from Andhra Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh used to take
shelter in the region after
committing crimes in the
neighbouring states.

Nearly 300 Maoist militia members
surrender before Odisha Police

Indore, Jun 12 (PTI):

Hope is the last thing
that one loses, it is said,
and a 62-year-old real es-
tate businessman from
Indore in Madhya
Pradesh is perhaps on a
mission to prove that.

Despite having lost his
security deposit 17 times
earlier in different elec-
tions, the sexagenerian
has filed his nomination
paper for the mayoral
elections in Indore sched-
uled next month.

In fact, the family of
this businessman -
Parmanand Tolani - with
a non-political back-
ground is known for its
unique tradition of con-
testing elections for two

generations without any
electoral victory and con-
stantly losing deposits
every time.

Officials said that
Tolani filed his nomina-
tion on Saturday as an in-
dependent candidate for
the post of mayor in
Indore Municipal
Corporation, for which
polling is to be held on
July 6.

Talking to PTI on
Sunday, Tolani, popularly
known as “Indori
Dhartipakad”, said,
“This will be the 18th
election of my life as a
candidate. I have contest-
ed a total of 17 elections.
They included polls for
the post of mayor, as well
as Lok Sabha and

Assembly elections.” The
real estate businessman
said that despite forfei-
ture of deposits every
time, he has not given up
and continues to follow
his “family tradition” by
contesting elections
again.

“My father, Metharam
Tolani, fought different
elections continuously
for 30 years during his
lifetime. After his death
in 1988, I started contest-
ing elections from 1989
onwards,” he said.

He said that he had
once fielded his wife
Laxmi Tolani in the civic
elections as the mayoral
candidate, then the seat
was reserved for women
candidates.

Defeat no deterrent

Indore’s elderly businessman in poll fray
again despite losing deposit 17 times

Chandigarh, Jun 12 (PTI):

Congress leader and
Rajya Sabha MP Ranjeet
Ranjan alleged on Sunday
that the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) sum-
monses issued to Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi and
her son Rahul Gandhi
were part of the BJP-led
Centre’s “tactic to muzzle
the voice of the opposition
and divert public attention
from issues like inflation,
unemployment and the de-
teriorating security situa-
tion in Kashmir”.

The ED has summoned
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi to appear in con-
nection with a money-
laundering case linked to
the National Herald news-
paper-AJL issue. Ranjan
claimed that the sum-
monses were legally and

technically untenable as
no case could be made out
against the Congress lead-
ers since there was no fi-
nancial transaction any-
where. Referring to the
National Herald case, she
said the Congress had
bailed out the newspaper,
which was incurring huge
losses.

Ranjan said of the Rs 90
crore, Rs 67 crore were
paid to the employees
under the voluntary retire-
ment scheme (VRS) and as
gratuity and the remain-
ing amount was paid as
rent, electricity charges
and a certain amount was
also paid to the govern-
ment, which the company
owed to it. The Congress
leader alleged that it is a
clear case of “vendetta
and harassment” as the
BJP’s policy is to “either

make people join it or un-
leash various central
agencies like the CBI and
the ED on their political
opponents”. She said the
Congress and its leaders
cannot be cowed down by
such harassment. “We will
face it legally while at the
same time, will not let you
(BJP) off the hook and will
continue to oppose and ex-
pose you,” Ranjan said.

The Congress will keep
maintaining its pressure
on the Centre and draw
public attention towards
its wrongdoings, she
added. Ranjan alleged that
leaders from opposition
parties such as the
Congress, the Shiv Sena,
the DMK, the TMC and the
NCP are “selectively being
targeted and harassed by
misusing the CBI and the
ED”.

ED summonses to Sonia, Rahul 
attempt to silence opposition: Cong MP

Ahmedabad, Jun 12 (PTI):

Days after dissolving its
organisational structure
in Gujarat, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Sunday announced the list
of its new office-bearers
in the restructured unit,
and said it is ready for a
direct fight with the rul-
ing BJP in the Assembly
elections due in December
this year.

During the AAP’s re-
cent ‘parivartan yatra’
and village-level meets,
lakhs of people joined the
party and more than
30,000 people took its ac-
tive membership, AAP’s
Gujarat in-charge
Sandeep Pathak claimed
while talking to reporters
here. The Aam Aadmi
Party had on Wednesday

said its Gujarat organisa-
tional structure was dis-
solved to restructure the
party unit with an aim to
defeat the BJP, which has
been in power in the state
for over two decades.

Pathak said the “idea
behind the dissolution
was to accommodate new
members in the expanded
family, and to reorganise
the party before the
Assembly polls”.

This time, the political
fight is going to be be-
tween the BJP and the
AAP, he claimed, and said
“with the public support-
ing us, the new AAP or-
ganisation will be able to
fulfil their expectations
for a change.”

A total of 850 AAP mem-
bers have found the place
in the restructured organ-

isation in Gujarat, as per
the list release by the
party.

The AAP has appointed
Kishor Desai as the state
president (frontal organi-
sation), Manoj Sorathiya
as state general secretary,
and Kailash Gadhvi as
treasurer.

The party has also ap-
pointed Isudan Gadhvi as
its national joint general
secretary and Indranil
Rajguru as the national
joint secretary.

The AAP has also ap-
pointed presidents and
vice presidents of various
wings, secretaries, joint
secretaries at the state
level, Lok Sabha and dis-
trict pramukhs, and
Vidhan Sabha sangathan
mantris, according to the
list.

AAP restructures Gujarat
unit ahead of Assembly polls

New Delhi, Jun 12 ( PTI):

A team of the National
Monuments Authority will
visit ancient monuments,
especially those bordering
Tibet-China region of
Arunachal Pradesh, to find
out places of indigenous
faith which connect the
state with the rest of India.

The team will visit the
state between June 14 and
18. “The team will also
meet local tribal leaders to
find out places of indige-
nous faith which connect
Arunachal Pradesh with
other parts of the nation
through legends and ver-
bal history,” a statement
from the Culture Ministry
said on Sunday.

The full team of NMA
will comprise two mem-
bers — Hemraj
Kamdarand and Professor

Kailash Rao — in addition
to its Chairman Tarun
Vijay. Vijay said that it goes
to the credit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
who initiated an annual
yatra from Arunachal to
Porbandar in Gujarat,
strengthening the cultural
threads woven around the
legacy of Rukmini.

He said that Arunachal
Pradesh has lagged behind
in the area of heritage pro-
tection and enlisting of
new monuments in cen-
trally-protected list of na-
tional archaeological sites.

“The stream of the local
indigenous faiths and their
monuments, tangible and
intangible heritage con-
necting them to the west-
ern most coast in Gujarat
and other parts of India
has remained relatively un-
noticed and unrecognized.

National Monuments 
Authority team to visit Arunachal

from June 14-18
New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI):

Delhi Lt Governor V K
Saxena, along with Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia, on Sunday visited
the Asola-Bhatti Mines
forest area and directed of-
ficials to prepare a master
plan for developing the
area into a world class eco-
tourism destination, said
an official statement.

Saxena directed the offi-
cials to prepare within 30
days a master plan for de-
veloping the large abun-
dant pits into reservoirs
for collecting rain, flood
and storm water, recharg-
ing groundwater and en-
hancing the area into a
world class eco-tourism
destination, the statement
added. The move comes
after the LG’s earlier visit

on May 31. The master
plan will be prepared by a
committee of officers of
the concerned depart-
ments in consultation
with experts and institu-
tions.

The eco-tourism compo-
nent of the master plan
will include provisions of
creating butterfly trails,
wildlife trails, cycle tracks,
walking tracks, bird-
watching spots and rope-
ways, amongst others.

The statement said that
Saxena, Kejriwal and
Sisodia were in unison on
the desirability of develop-
ing the 14 pits (four large
and 10 small), with a hold-
ing capacity of more than
800 million gallons of
water, into reservoirs that
would help recharge the
national capital’s ground-
water.

Delhi LG directs for developing
Asola-Bhatti Mines forest 

area into eco-tourism destination

Ahmedabad, Jun 12 (PTI):

A patrolling team of
the Border Security Force
(BSF) recovered 10 pack-
ets containing charas,
likely to have washed
ashore from Pakistan,
from an island off Jakhau
coast near Gujarat’s
Kutch district on Sunday,
officials said.

The charas, which was
found in packets with
‘Cobra brand Kohinoor
basmati rice’ written on
them, was recovered from
Varaya Thar Bet in
Karmatha off Jakhau
coast, the BSF said in a re-
lease.

“These charas packets
likely to have washed
ashore from the Pakistan
side and reached the
Indian coast. So far since
May 20, 2022, a total of
1,516 similar packets of

the drug have been recov-
ered by the BSF and other
agencies,” it said.

On several occasions in
the past, the BSF, local po-
lice, Indian Coast Guard
(ICG), and the Customs of-
ficials have recovered
packets off Jakhau coast
and Creek area.

This comes nearly a
week after the security
agencies and the police in
Kutch district similarly
recovered 49 packets of
heroin worth Rs 250 crore
after they washed ashore
in the creek area of the
Arabian sea near Jakhau.

The Gujarat Anti
Terrorist Squad (ATS)
later confirmed that the
packets were part of the
consignment being smug-
gled on a Pakistani boat
that was recently appre-
hended by the ICG and the
ATS in a joint operation.

BSF recovers 10 charas
packets at island off coast

Malappuram/Kozhikod,
Jun 12 (PTI): Congress
and BJP continued their
protests seeking the resig-
nation of Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
over the allegations made
by Swapna Suresh, a key
accused in the gold-smug-
gling through diplomatic
bags case, by waving black
flags at him in various
parts of Malappuram and
Kozhikode districts of the
State. While the police had
put in place elaborate secu-
rity measures, including
ensuring no one wears
black masks or clothes to
the Chief Minister’s func-
tions in the two districts,
TV channels showed visu-
als of protestors in small
numbers waving black
flags at Vijayan’s cavalcade
at some places as he sped
from one location to anoth-

er. TV channels showed
also members of the pub-
lic, who had gone to attend
an event in Kozhikode
where the Chief Minister
would be present, being
asked by the police to re-
move their black masks
and wear the yellow ones
provided by the agency.
When asked why such elab-
orate security arrange-
ments for the Chief
Minister and why a prohi-
bition on black apparel,
LDF convener E P
Jayarajan, while speaking
to reporters, asked “why
the insistence on wearing
black masks or shirts?”

“Were you wearing black
masks till now? Shouldn’t a
Chief Minister have prop-
er security, especially when
people are walking around
with sticks and swords”
were his response.

Gold-smuggling case:
Congress, BJP continue protests

against Kerala CM
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BALI ARTS FESTIVAL

Female dancers perform during the opening of Bali Arts Festival in Bali, Indonesia, Sunday, June 12. The island of
Bali is currently holding a month-long annual Bali Arts Festival from June 12.

BRIEF

Soldier killed 
Islamabad: A
Pakistani soldier was
killed during an ex-
change of fire with
militants in the tribal
district of North
Waziristan near the
Afghan border, the
military said Sunday.
The shootout took
place in the Datta Khel
area and security
forces quickly started
a search-and-clear-
ance operation to lo-
cate militants who
fled, the military said
in a statement. No mil-
itant group immedi-
ately claimed respon-
sibility. The militant
Pakistani Taliban re-
cently extended a
cease-fire agreement
and are holding talks
with Pakistani 
authorities.

Nine arrested
Hong Kong: Chinese
authorities arrested
nine people on suspi-
cion of violently as-
saulting several
women at a restaurant
after surveillance
footage of the attack
sparked widespread
outrage. Footage from
a barbecue restaurant
in Tangshan in north-
ern Hebei province,
time stamped 2.40 am
on Friday, showed one
of the men approach-
ing a table where a
party of four women
were seated and plac-
ing his hand on a
woman’s back. She re-
buffed him several
times before he flew
into a rage and
slapped her, prompt-
ing her to fight back.

Coptic priest
Cairo: An Egyptian
court Saturday sen-
tenced a man to die for
the April stabbing
death of a Coptic
Christian priest in an
attack that shocked
the Arab world’s most
populous nation.
Nehru Tawfiq, 60, was
convicted in
Alexandria criminal
court of murder for
killing 56-year-old
priest Arsanious
Wadid and illegal pos-
session of a knife. His
lawyers had argued
that the killing was
not deliberate. Tawfiq
can appeal the verdict.
Wadid was killed at a
popular seaside prom-
enade in the
Mediterranean city of
Alexandria in April.
Investigators found
that Tawfiq was an
Islamist with an ex-
tremist background.

Libya elections
Cairo: Libyan offi-
cials returned to the
Egyptian capital
Sunday for a third
round of talks on con-
stitutional amend-
ments for elections.
The North African na-
tion once again finds
itself at a political im-
passe with two rival
administrations
claiming legitimacy.
The talks in Cairo
come on the heels of
clashes between rival
militias that caused
residents of the
Libyan capital of
Tripoli to panic and re-
vived nightmares of
previous bouts of
fighting in the chaos-
stricken nation.

Birth anniversary
Beijing: The poetry
and music of Nobel
laureate
Rabindranath Tagore
and Bangladesh’s na-
tional poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam resonat-
ed the Indian embassy
here as fans and fol-
lowers of the
renowned poets cele-
brated their works at
a joint get-together or-
ganised by the mis-
sions of both the
countries.

Geneva, Jun 12:  

The head of the World
Trade Organisation pre-
dicted a bumpy and
rocky” road as the trade
body opened its highest-
level meeting in 4-1/2
years Sunday, with issues
like pandemic prepared-
ness, food insecurity
against the backdrop of
Russia’s war in Ukraine
and overfishing of the
world’s seas on the agen-

da. At a time when some
experts question WTO’s
future and relevance,
Director-General Ngozi
Okonjo-Iweala hopes the
meeting involving more
than 120 ministers from
the organization’s 164
member countries yields
progress toward reducing
inequality and ensuring
fair and free trade. Okonjo-
Iweala acknowledged the
Geneva-based trade body
needs reform, The road

will be bumpy and rocky.
There may be a few land-
mines on the way, Okonjo-
Iweala told reporters
Sunday before the opening
of the four-day meeting.
We’ll have to navigate
those landmines and see
how we can successfully
land one or two deliver-
ables. The WTO chief in-
sisted that trade has lifted
1 billion people out of
poverty, but poorer coun-
tries - and poor people in
richer ones - are often left
behind. She pointed to the
food emergency caused by
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, where blockaded
ports have impeded ex-
ports of between 22 mil-
lion to 25 million tons of
grain from a key
European breadbasket.
Ministers at the meeting
will consider whether to
commit to lifting or easing
export restrictions on food
to help alleviate pressures
on countries facing a
shortage of wheat, fertiliz-
er and other products be-
cause of the war.

WTO chief sees ‘bumpy’ road as
ministers work to reach deals

WTO Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala speaks before
the opening of the 12th Ministerial Conference at the
headquarters of the World Trade Organization in Geneva,
Switzerland, Sunday, June 12.

Colombo, Jun 12: 

The Sri Lankan gov-
ernment plans to intro-
duce a fuel rationing
scheme from next month,
under which registered
consumers at filling sta-
tions would be guaran-
teed a weekly quota, a sen-
ior minister said on
Sunday.

The island nation has
been experiencing long
lines for fuel refilling
since mid-February with
pressure coming on the
diesel supplies for ther-
mal power generation. By
early April, the island was
experiencing 10-hour
power cuts due to short-
ages of diesel and furnace
oil for power generation.
We have no choice but to
register consumers at fill-
ing stations and give them

a guaranteed weekly
quota until we are able to
strengthen the financial
situation, restore 24 Hour
Power and a steady
Supply of fuel. I hope to
have this system in place
by the 1st week of July,
Energy Minister
Kanchana Wijesekera

tweeted on Sunday. The
minister said that the sup-
ply of fuel should be man-
aged until there is a
round-the-clock 24-hour
uninterrupted supply of
electricity and fuel. This
paucity has led to reports
of stockpiling and hoard-
ing of fuel. Wijesekera

hoped that this measure
of imposing a fuel quota
would go a long way in ad-
dressing the crisis.

With the financial re-
strictions in place, the
Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation imports fuel
to manage for a week, but
some consumers stockpile
fuel for a month or more
for their machinery and
generators, he said in an-
other tweet. He said that
24-hour power supply
costs an additional USD
100 million monthly for
diesel, furnace oil and
naptha. The shortage in
gas supply has increased
the demand for electricity
and kerosene, and the
monthly fuel bill that was
USD 200 million four
months ago, now stands at
USD 550 million, the min-
ister added.

Sri Lanka to introduce guaranteed weekly fuel quota
For consumers at filling stations from next month

People wait in a long queues to buy fuel for their vehicles
at a filling station in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Saturday.

Paris, Jun 12:

French voters are
choosing lawmakers in a
parliamentary election
Sunday as President
Emmanuel Macron seeks
to secure his majority
while under growing
threat from a leftist coali-
tion. More than 6,000 can-
didates, ranging in age
from 18 to 92, are running
for 577 seats in the
National Assembly in the
first round of the election.
Those who receive the
most votes will advance to
the decisive second round
on June 19.

Following Macron’s re-
election in May, his cen-
trist coalition is seeking
an absolute majority that
would enable it to imple-
ment his campaign prom-
ises, which include tax
cuts and raising the retire-
ment age from 62 to 65. But
the latest opinion polls

suggest Macron and his al-
lies may have trouble win-
ning over half of the par-
liamentary seats. A gov-
ernment with a large, but
not absolute majority
would still be able to rule,
but only by bargaining
with legislators. The main
opposition force appears

to be a newly-created coali-
tion made up of leftists,
greens and communists
led by hard-left figure
Jean-Luc M lenchon. M
lenchon urged voters to
give his coalition a majori-
ty and thereby force
Macron to name him as
prime minister, which

would prompt a situation
called cohabitation.” The
leftists’ platform includes
a significant minimum
wage increase, lowering
the retirement age to 60
and locking in energy
prices. Though
Melenchon’s coalition
could win more than 200
seats, current projections
give the left little chance of
winning a majority.
Macron and his allies are
expected to win between
260 and 320 seats, accord-
ing to the latest polls. The
two-round voting system
is complex and not propor-
tionate to the nationwide
support for a party.
Lawmakers are elected by
district. The parliamen-
tary election is traditional-
ly a difficult race for the
French far-right’s candi-
dates, as rivals tend to step
aside in the second round
to improve the chances of
another contender.

France holds parliamentary election in vital test for Macron
French President

Emmanuel Macron
casts his vote followed

by his wife Brigitte
Macron in the first

round of French parlia-
mentary election at a
polling station in Le
Touquet, northern

France, Sunday June 12.

Washington, Jun 12:  

An Indian spiritual
leader has met US
President Joe Biden and
suggested introducing
peace education in
American schools to tack-
le the rising incidents of
gun violence in the coun-
try. Jain leader Acharya
Lokesh Muni, who is cur-
rently on a month-long
trip to the US, met
President Biden in Los
Angeles last week on the
sidelines of a Democratic
Party event. The problem
is not only guns, but the
problem is with the mind-
set, the real solution is to
train that mindset inside
our brain, Muni told
Biden during the meeting.
We need to introduce
Peace Education’ from the

primary level itself, and if
we are successful in doing
this, then we will find a
permanent solution, he
asserted. On May 24, a
gunman stormed into an
elementary school in
Uvalde, Texas, killing 19
children and two teach-
ers, in the deadliest school
shooting in the US in
nearly a decade. Since
that massacre, several
celebrities from different
walks in life have ap-
pealed for ensuring gun
responsibility in the US.
But Muni offered a differ-
ent take on this complex,

deep-rooted and multi-
faceted issue. Gun is only
an instrument, it is a tool,
the real problem is the
human brain. I am not
saying this only being an
Indian monk or a Jain
saint. It is a scientific
truth, medical science
also accepts that it if the
student’s sympathetic
nervous system is more
active than either the
parasympathetic nervous
system, he or she will ei-
ther go into an inferiority
complex or become so ag-
gressive as seen by stu-
dents shooting several
people in Texas and at the
University of Virginia, he
explained.

Gun violence is a lead-
ing cause of premature
death in the US. Guns kill
more than 38,000 people
and cause nearly 85,000 in-
juries each year, accord-
ing to the American
Public Health
Association.

Indian spiritual leader meets President Biden
 Suggests peace 

education’ to tackle
gun violence in US

London, Jun 12:

Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth II on Sunday
overtook Thailand’s King
to become the world’s sec-
ond-longest reigning
monarch in history, after
France’s Louis XIV. The
UK has been celebrating
the 96-year-old Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee to mark
70 years of service to the
nation with grand events
taking place last weekend.
Now she has overtaken
Thailand’s King Bhumibol
Adulyadej, who reigned
for 70 years and 126 days
between 1927 and 2016, to
set another record. Louis
XIV of France remains the
longest-reigning monarch,
with a 72-year and 110-day
reign from 1643 until 1715.
Crowned in 1953, Queen
Elizabeth II became the

longest-serving British
monarch in September
2015, surpassing her great-
great grandmother Queen
Victoria. After four days of
royal parades, street par-
ties, pageantry and other
events held across the UK
and the Commonwealth to
mark the Platinum Jubilee
milestone, the monarch
thanked the nation in a let-
ter, saying that she had
been “humbled and deeply
touched”, and that “this
renewed sense of together-

ness will be felt for many
years to come”. “When it
comes to how to mark 70
years as your Queen, there
is no guidebook to follow.
It really is a first, the letter
read. “But I have been
humbled and deeply
touched that so many peo-
ple have taken to the
streets to celebrate my
Platinum Jubilee,” she
said. The Queen has been
hit with some age-related
mobility problems and
chose to miss some of the
events, with her son and
heir Prince Charles and
second in line Prince
William and close ranks of
the royal family joining.
But she did appear on the
balcony of Buckingham
Palace at the end of the
Jubilee Pageant as the ex-
tended Bank Holiday
weekend drew to a close.

Britain’s Queen becomes world’s
second-longest reigning monarch

Kyiv, Jun 12: 

Ukrainian and British
officials warned  that
Russian forces are relying
on weapons able to cause
mass casualties as they
try to make headway in
capturing eastern
Ukraine and fierce, pro-
longed fighting depletes
resources on both sides.
Russian bombers have
likely been launching
heavy 1960s-era anti-ship
missiles in Ukraine, the
UK Defence Ministry said.
The Kh-22 missiles were
primarily designed to de-
stroy aircraft carriers
using a nuclear warhead.
When used in ground at-
tacks with conventional
warheads, they are highly
inaccurate and therefore
can cause severe collateral
damage and casualties,

the ministry said. Both
sides have expended large
amounts of weaponry in
what has become a grind-
ing war of attrition for the
eastern region of coal
mines and factories
known as the Donbas,
placing huge strains on
their resources and stock-
piles. Russia is likely
using the 5.5-tonne (6.1-
ton) anti-ship missiles be-
cause it is running short
of more precise modern
missiles, the British min-
istry said. It gave no de-
tails of where exactly
such missiles are thought
to have been deployed. As
Russia also sought to con-
solidate its hold over terri-
tory seized so far in the
108-day war, the U.S. de-
fense secretary said
Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine is what happens

when oppressors trample
the rules that protect us
all. It’s what happens
when big powers decide
that their imperial ap-
petites matter more than
the rights of their peace-
ful neighbours, Lloyd
Austin said during a visit
to Asia. And it’s a preview
of a possible world of
chaos and turmoil that
none of us would want to
live in. A Ukrainian gover-
nor accused Russia of
using incendiary weapons
in a village in the eastern
province of Luhansk,
southwest of the fiercely
contested cities of
Sievierodonetsk and
Lysychansk. While the
use of flamethrowers on
the battlefield is legal,
Luhansk Gov. Serhii
Haidai alleged the
overnight attacks in

Vrubivka caused wide-
spread damage to civilian
facilities and an unknown
number of victims. “At
night, the enemy used a
flamethrower rocket sys-
tem - many houses burnt
down, Haidai wrote on
Telegram on Saturday. His
claim could not be imme-
diately verified.
Sievierodonetsk and
neighboring Lysychansk
are the last major areas of
Luhansk remaining
under Ukrainian control.
Haidai said Russian forces
destroyed railway depots,
a brick factory and a glass
factory. The Ukrainian
army said Saturday that
Russian forces also were
to launch an offensive on
the city of Sloviansk in
Donetsk province, which
together with Luhansk
makes up the Donbas,

Ukraine: Russia said to be using more deadly weapons in war

Singapore, Jun 12:

China and India are
neighbours and maintain-
ing a good relationship
meets the interests of both
countries, Chinese
Defence Minister General
Wei Fenghe said on
Sunday, stressing that the
two nations are working
together for peace along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC). Addressing the
Shangri-La Dialogue here,
Wei also called for peace-
ful means for settling terri-
torial disputes including
those in the South China
Sea. China and India are
neighbours and maintain-
ing a good relationship
meets the interests of both
countries. And that is
what we are working on,

he stressed. On a question
about conflict on the Line
of Actual Control (LAC)
with India, Wei said: We
have had 15 rounds of
talks at commander level
with the Indians and we
are working together for
peace in this area.” Wei
was responding to a ques-
tion by Dr Tanvi Madan,
director of The India

Project at the Brookings
Institution, a US think
tank. Madan had asked the
minister to explain why
the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) two years ago
had unilaterally moved to
change the status quo at
multiple points at the LAC
with India, reasons that
led to a military clash, the
first in 45 years between
the two countries, and
steps that were in viola-
tion of agreements that
Beijing-Delhi had careful-
ly negotiated over 25 years.

The Indian and Chinese
troops have been locked in
a tense border standoff in
eastern Ladakh since May
5, 2020, when a violent
clash between the two
sides erupted in the
Pangong lake area.

Maintaining good relationship meets interests of
both India and China: Chinese Defence Minister

T he accelerating loss of
other species around

the globe is so extensive that
many experts now refer to it
as the sixth mass extinction.
It’s driven in large part by an
unprecedented loss of vital
ecosystems such as forests
and wetlands, the result of so-
cial and economic systems
that are focused on constant
growth. The latest UN
Biodiversity Conference,
COP15, the second session of
which is due to take place in
October 2022, aims to imple-
ment ambitious measures for
stemming biodiversity loss.
The ultimate goal is to estab-
lish harmony between hu-
mans and nature by 2050.

However, in a recent aca-
demic article, we argue that
key players such as the body
of conservation scientists that
produces reports on biodiver-
sity for the UN, continue to
prioritise human wellbeing
above all else. This prioritisa-
tion may stem from an anthro-
pocentric culture that typical-
ly considers humans to be sep-
arate from and of greater
value than other species.

To effectively address our
extinction crisis, we argue
that we need more than mere-
ly technical advances or poli-

cies that remain mired in an-
thropocentric assumptions.
Rather, we need fundamental
changes in how we view and
value nature and other
species.

Human supremacy
Anthropocentrism results

in the treatment of other
species and nature as objects
and resources for human
ends. This assumption still
underlies the way many peo-
ple approach conservation.

In environmental science
and resource management,
the concepts of “natural re-
sources” and “ecosystem serv-
ices” reflect the prevailing an-
thropocentric approach for as-
sessing natural value, espe-
cially through cost-benefit
economic analyses.

Such approaches ask how
much a given natural entity,
such as a forest or an animal
species, is worth, and then at-
tempt to assign a monetary
value to it. Policies based on
trading carbon credits or pay-
ing countries for not clearing
their forests are examples of
this.

Biodiversity scientists 
are still human-centred
COP15 will be partly in-

formed by the work of the
Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES), conserva-
tion scientists’ equivalent of
the IPCC group of climate sci-
entists. The IPBES’s most re-
cent Global Assessment of
Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services, published in 2019,
promotes the term “nature’s
contributions to people” as a
more inclusive framework for
capturing natural value be-
yond mere economic indica-

tors.
The stated aim is to empha-

sise that nature and other
species are “not just com-
modities”, and to highlight na-
ture’s range of contributions,
both material and non-materi-
al, to “the quality of life for
people”.

The report is commendable
for attempting to include a
wider range of environmental
worldviews and values as a
basis for biodiversity conser-
vation. We maintain, however,
that its approach remains
human-centered. Non-human
species are still valued only
instrumentally, in terms of
what they can provide for us.
The relationship between peo-
ple and natural entities is still
centred around other species’
perceived utility for helping
humans live the “good life”.
There is no explicit reference
to the good lives of our earth
kin, to what they might need
to thrive.

The report also fails to advo-
cate for the inherent value of
all Earthly inhabitants. We be-
lieve this is a profound flaw
for any platform that seeks to
promote the fundamental cul-
tural transformations re-
quired to meet the UN’s “har-
mony with nature” goal by
2050.

Towards ecocentric 
conservation

An alternative would be to
broaded the focus of conserva-
tion science and policy from
“ecosystem services” and “na-
ture’s contributions to people”
to explicitly include peoples’
moral obligations to nature.
We argue that this would re-
quire a shift towards ecocen-
trism, a moral point of view
in which every species and

ecosystem type is seen as hav-
ing intrinsic value.

This kind of moral senti-
ment, which rests on lots of
religious and philosophical
work, means in essence that
non-human organisms and
environmental systems have
value in and of themselves,
not merely as means to
human ends. From this per-
spective, we would ask not
only what nature can do for
us, but also how we can con-
tribute to the health and re-
silience of the entire bios-
phere and all of the living
things that animate it. With
this approach we would also
ask how we can ensure that
other species have what they
need to have a “good life” too.

From resources to kin
Motives matter. If we con-

tinue to value nature and
other species based only on
what they can provide for us,
we won’t be able to radically
transform our relationship
with them. Their lives are
priceless, and their loss can-
not be quantified or recov-
ered. After all, extinction is
forever. Their proliferating ab-
sence doesn’t just threaten
our existence – it constitutes a
grave ethical failing.

As the final session of
COP15 looms, it is critical to
recognise that the innovative
policies that are needed to pre-
vent biological annihilation
cannot possibly be rooted in
entirely anthropocentric
premises. An adequate re-
sponse to the biodiversity cri-
sis requires a fundamental
shift in our values wherein we
see other species as kin and all
of Earth’s diverse environ-
mental systems as inherently
valuable.
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Can they be trust-
ed?

Our democracy has be-
come a farce. Keeping
MLAs ‘captive’ in hotels
and resorts so they may
not vote for rival party
candidates is a mockery.
Resorting to jamming of
the Internet, so they can’t
be tempted to cross-vote
shows these elected repre-
sentatives lack trust and
loyalty. What good can
they do for people when
their own loyalty is doubt-
ful? If they are not trust-
worthy, why should they
not be removed? Media is
conducting hate debates
and the government is
supporting them. Our
democracy is made un-
trustworthy by these un-
ethical politicians.

Capt Amar Jeet (retd),
via mail

Chinese build-up
Refer to the Chinese

infra build-up; it is sur-
prising that a visiting US
General had to draw
India’s attention to the
build-up of military infra-
structure along the LAC.
It is hoped that the Indian
Army is not caught nap-
ping. China is rapidly
building border infra-
structure, like troop shel-
ters and helipads, in dis-
puted areas along the bor-
der. With Chinese
President Xi Jinping look-
ing to secure his third
term at the CCP Congress,
he is not likely to compro-
mise on his aggressive
posture. The only way
India can counter this is
by developing its own bor-
der infrastructure. But
given that Beijing out-
guns India in terms of re-
sources, New Delhi needs
to simultaneously engage
in tactical collaboration
with the US and other
countries which are con-
cerned about Chinese bel-
ligerence.

PL SINGH, by mail

AAP goes off track
The AAP has an-

nounced a new liquor pol-
icy for Punjab to bring
down liquor prices by at
least 30-40%. This contra-
dicts its commitment to
abolish the drug menace
in ‘Udta Punjab’ by reha-
bilitating addicts and
bringing them back into
the mainstream by pro-
viding them jobs in newly
established industries.
The state will see a rise in
the crime graph. The new
policy will encourage
people to purchase more
and create a nuisance on
roads. Their families will
wait for longer at night
for their safe return. Are
the party’s basic promis-
es to bring down unem-
ployment and inflation,
and prevent brain drain
becoming a distant
dream?

Puneet Mehta, Patiala

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAmmiitt  MMaallvviiyyaa
@@aammiittmmaallvviiyyaa

Mamata Banerjee, Home
Minister of Bengal, has once
again failed to manage Law &
Order in the state. Her adminis-
tration has remained a mute
spectator to the rampaging riot-
ers as they burn and vandalise
property. If she is unable to act,
she should urge the Governor

do deploy Army.

NNeehhaa  BBeeddii@@NNeehhaa__BBeeddii

Another one for the archives
@vijay lokapally. Two
absolute Legends from 2 dif-
ferent eras. Priceless!
@Bishan Bedi #rahuldravid.

PPaarrggaatt  SSiinngghh@@PPaarrggaattSSOOffffiicciiaall

Anarchy in Punjab.AAP council-
lor’s son fired at congressmen in
front of @BhagwantMann's mute
Police. 1 killed,1 injured.Jungle
Raj in Punjab. This is not the
Badlaav it had voted for.

KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu
@@KKiirreennRRiijjiijjuu

Union Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways &
Minister of AYUSH Shri @sar-
banandsonwal Ji visited
Arunachal Pradesh to see the
real benefits of the welfare
schemes launched PM @naren-
dramodi Ji with the mantra of
Seva, Sushasan and Garib

Kalyan. #8YearsOfSeva

VViisswwaannaatthhaann  AAnnaanndd@@vviisshhyy6644tthheekkiinngg
The “chess thambis” out for dinner with Anna@aicfchess#chennaichessolympiad

SSmmrriittii  ZZ  IIrraannii@@ssmmrriittiiiirraannii

PM @narendramodi Ji led
Government has taken several meas-
ures to ensure holistic protection of
children. On this World Day against
Child Labour, pledge to help any child
in need. All you need to do is report on
PENCIL Portal http://pencil.gov.in or
call on Childline - 1098.

T he world believes that the success of western sanctions
against Putin’s Russia depends on just two countries:

India and China. On the face of it, it would appear to be a
straightforward positioning. For, much of the Russian oil that
has been made redundant by the sanctions is expected to flow
to these two countries. India has already made it clear that it is
not an India-specific issue and asserted that its procurement of
Russian crude is guided by its energy security considerations
and that therefore everything is above board. This is no doubt, a
bold defence, which the western nations will have difficulty in
accepting, but nevertheless is close to what they have been
doing themselves when it came to securing of economic inter-
ests. In spite of President Joe Biden’s best efforts, it has not
been possible to bring all European nations on the same page in
wholeheartedly implementing the sanctions. Instead, the EU
has been looking for exit routes that will not appear to bust the
sanctions, and yet ensures continued supply of Russian energy,
without which some of the European countries cannot manage
in the short to medium term. The European Commission has is-
sued new guidance on how EU companies can pay for Russian
gas in roubles without violating sanctions. A month previously
to that, the European Commission had ruled that gas payments
to Russia by European companies in roubles would be a viola-
tion of sanctions. But the latest guidance says European com-
panies can make payments to Russia by fulfilling certain condi-
tions. This will be achieved through the companies opening an
account in a bank designated by Russia for the payments.
However, these payments can only be made in the currency
agreed on in their existing contracts and the companies will be
required to make a ‘declaration’ to the effect that the payments
are for fulfilling the contractual obligations. New Delhi has
drawn parallel from these European positions and asserted that
its approach is guided by energy security considerations and
cited policy decisions taken by many countries with a ‘similar
perspective’. The western capitals have been showing disquiet
with India’s stand on the Russian invasion of Ukraine, which is
to call immediate cessation of hostilities and resolution of the
problem through dialogue and diplomacy. The western capitals
are unable to come up with a strong counter argument as they
themselves have been trying to flout their political stand in
favour of economic interests through ‘practical’ measures.
President Biden, spearheading the campaign against Putin,
knows the limitations of the situation and is therefore recon-
ciled to the fact that he cannot carry the allies along his pre-
ferred lines of action due to  the  complexities  of  the  prevailing
energy paradigms. Biden achieved a face-saving concession
the other day from Saudi Arabia, the relations with which have
been under strain of late due to the tough position taken by
Crown Prince Bin Salman, who is reported to have even refused
to attend phone calls from the president. Saudi Arabia has
made it clear that it is now prepared to raise its oil production if
Russia’s output falls substantially because of  the western sanc-
tions. This follows discussions between and among the counties
involved, and the deal has been announced as a package from
the oil cartel OPEC, led by Riyadh and to some extent Moscow.
Under the deal, both Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
will increase crude output with immediate effect. The Saudi ad-
ministration, which is firmly under the control of the crown
prince, had earlier rebuffed calls by Washington to boost oil
output by more than the gradual increases as set forth by
OPEC. The softening of the Saudi stand is obviously part of a
rapprochement with the Biden administration in view of  his
forthcoming trip to the oil kingdom.

New Delhi holds its 
own on discounted oil
imports from Russia

“R ecognising” the Indian government’s great efforts in
supporting Sri Lanka, China has expressed willingness

to work with India and the international community to help Sri
Lanka tide over its crushing economic crisis. Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian outlined the Chinese gov-
ernment’s recent humanitarian assistance totalling 500 million
RMB (approximately $73 million) to Sri Lanka. He also noted
the Indian government made "great efforts" in this aspect. We
recognise that, and we are willing to work with India and other
members of  the international community to help Sri Lanka
and other countries with difficulties to help these developing
countries  to  get  through  this situation,     he     said.     China’s
official acknowledgement of Indian assistance to Sri Lanka —
totalling $ 3.5 billion this year by way of currency swaps, loan
deferments, and credit lines — is significant, coming amid a
well-known geopolitical contest between the two powers in Sri
Lanka. Earlier this year, China expressed disappointment over
Colombo replacing a proposed Chinese energy project in three
islands off  the northern Jaffna peninsula with an Indian proj-
ect. China is one of Sri Lanka’s top two bilateral creditors,
along with Japan. Chinese loans, however, make up about 10%
of  the island’s external debt that is dominated by market bor-
rowings accounting for nearly half of the total foreign loans. In
April 2022, Sri Lanka decided to pre-emptively default on all its
foreign debt of about $50 billion to cope with a foreign ex-
change crunch that left the country with no dollars to pay for
even essential imports. Colombo has sought the IMF’s help on
debt restructuring and economic revival. Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who spoke to the IMF chief, urged the Fund’s
team to visit Sri Lanka “as soon as possible” to finalise the
staff-level agreement, his office said. Sri Lanka must restruc-
ture its debt owed to private creditors and bilateral lenders. Sri
Lanka, which needs $6 billion to wade through the next six
months, has also sought help from China and Japan. As part
ofits assistance during the pandemic, China extended $2.8 bil-
lion in assistance to Sri Lanka. But Colombo has raised concern
over not being able to access the swap, that is contingent on
Colombo showing adequate foreign reserves for three months.
Wickremesinghe told Parliament that  Colombo  has  request-
ed  the  Chinese government to consider removing that condi-
tion from the agreement that has been signed with them. Amid
speculation in Colombo over China’s possible response  to  a
debt  restructure programme prescribed by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), Beijing has said it stands ready to work
with relevant countries and international   financial   institu-
tions   to continuously help Sri Lanka in dealing with the cur-
rent circumstances and easing its debt burden to achieve sus-
tainable development.

China to work with 
India to help Sri Lanka
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Honey bees visit a flower in a garden, in New Delhi, Sunday.

Conservation science still rests on 
how animals can benefit humans

RRaajjaasstthhaann  RRooyyaallss

@@rraajjaasstthhaannrrooyyaallss

6 years ago, ODIs Yuzi. The rest

is history. #OnThis Day@

yuzi_chahal

HONEY BEES VISIT A FLOWER

ANATOLIY LUKICH
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Economic power

New Delhi: Union
Minister Rao Inderjit
Singh on Saturday
stressed on the signifi-
cance of a strong econ-
omy and said the eco-
nomic power is going
to make India not only
audible, but also per-
suasive in its dealings
with the world. He was
speaking at the
National Conference
on Competition Law
as part of 'Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav' cele-
brations under
Ministry of Corporate
Affairs. "When India
became independent,
most of the industry
was government
owned, public owned...
Today the government
is not a regulator any-
more. we are not in-
spectors anymore... we
are facilitators," the
Union Minister of
State for Corporate
Affairs said.

New centres
New Delhi: Test
preparation major
Aakash Educational
Services (AESL),
owned by Byju's, is
confident of growing
at 60-70 per cent this
year, with its business
momentum driven by
market demand, hir-
ings, addition of new
centres, and increase
in student count, a top
official said. AESL's
positive commentary
assumes significance
given that reopening of
schools and colleges in
the offline mode has
hit the business mod-
els of many new-age
edtech startups.

Power generation

New Delhi: Vedanta
plans to modify the de-
sign of one of its waste
heat recovery power
plants in Goa and reop-
timise its turbines
through the use of a
specialised technology
in order to increase
power generation by
another 5 MW, a top of-
ficial of the company
said. This is in line
with Vedanta's efforts
towards reducing the
carbon footprint. "The
design of turbine of
our power plant will be
slightly modified and it
is getting reoptimised.
The idea is in the nas-
cent stage. The turbine
which used to generate
30 MW will generate 35
MW using same
amount of heat.

Strengthening NFRA
New Delhi:The govern-
ment on Saturday said it
is committed to further
strengthening the func-
tioning of National
Financial Reporting
Authority (NFRA).
NFRA is an independ-
ent regulator for the au-
diting profession under
Ministry of Corporate
Affairs. Speaking at an
event organised by
NFRA as a part of Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav
(AKAM) celebrations,
Ministry of Corporate
Affairs Secretary
Rajesh Verma said,"We
need to see what more
needs to be done to
strengthen NFRA to en-
able it to discharge its
duties effectively" as
well as strengthen the
mandates of protecting
the public interests.

FASHION CONTEST

Michelle Patten Coy, of Brooklyn, celebrates after winning the Longines Prize for Elegance fashion contest,
Saturday, at Belmont Park in New York. 

New Delhi, Jun 12: 

Wary of the scenario on
the global and domestic
fronts, foreign investors
continued to withdraw
from Indian equity mar-
kets and pulled out close to
Rs 14,000 crore in this
month so far. With this, net
outflow by foreign portfo-
lio investors (FPIs) from
equities reached Rs 1.81
lakh crore so far in 2022,
data with depositories
showed. Going forward,
the FPIs' selling may con-
tinue in the near-term,
however, a moderation in
sell-off is expected during
short to medium-term,
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit

Financial Services, said.
"This is because a large

part of the changeover
like economic slowdown,
hawkish monetary policy,
supply constraints and
high inflation is factored
in, in the market prices,
which was consolidating
over the last 7 months.
And for central banks to
maintain the aggressive
policy in long-term, the in-
flation must remain high,"
he added.

According to the data,
foreign investors with-
drew a net amount of Rs
13,888 crore from equities
during June 1-10. FPIs
have been incessantly
withdrawing money from
Indian equities since
October 2021. Nair attrib-
uted the latest FPI outflow
to anticipation of a hawk-
ish Federal Reserve meet-

ing. "Global markets wit-
nessed selling pressure in
anticipation of record
high inflation numbers in
the US, which could force
the Fed to accelerate in-
creasing interest rates.

At 8.6 per cent, the US
inflation is at a 40-year
high. Talks of stagnation
and China announcing an-
other round of lockdowns
all weighed down on in-
vestors, prompting anoth-
er round of selling," Vijay
Singhania, Chairman,
TradeSmart, said. In addi-
tion, RBI also increased
repo rate by 50 basis points
and revised upwards its
inflation projection.

The central bank ex-
pects inflation to remain
above 6 per cent for three
quarters which will add
pressure on bond
yields.These factors en-

couraged foreign investors
to continue their walk out
of the door, he added.
Apart from equities, FPIs
withdrew a net Rs 600
crore from the debt market
during the period under
review. They have been in-
cessantly withdrawing
money from the debt side
since February. From the
risk reward perspective
and with interest rates ris-
ing in US too, Indian debt
may not offer an attractive
investment option to for-
eign investors, Himanshu
Srivastava, Associate
Director - Manager
Research, Morningstar
India, said. Apart from
India, other emerging
markets, including
Taiwan, South Korea,
Thailand and the
Philippines witnessed out-
flow in this month so far.

FPIs pull out Rs 14,000-cr
from Indian equities in June 
̈ On global, 

domestic concerns

Gurugram, Jun 12:  

The country has shown
exemplary resilience in re-
covery from the COVID-19
pandemic crisis, Chief
Economic Advisor (CEA)
Anantha Nageswaran said
on Saturday. Nageswaran
was addressing an event
on "Indian Economy:
Prospects, Challenges and
Action Points" at Haryana
Institute of Public
Administration (HIPA)
here.

"India has shown an ex-
emplary resilience in re-
covering from a crisis due
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic," he said.

All major activities and
parameters of the econo-
my have crossed their pre-
COVID levels, and it is
now enjoying macroeco-

nomic tailwinds, he added.
Quick and precise steps
have been taken by the
government at the policy
level, which was support-
ed by the Reserve Bank of
India's timely interven-
tions, the advisor noted.
Compared to developing
and developed countries,
the Indian economy is
firm and stable in terms of
various fundamentals.
The developed world is

moving from low inflation
to high inflation and it is
in such times that we have
managed to keep inflation-
ary pressure under check,
he said. The CEA said he
is hopeful that as per the
projections of the
International Monetary
Fund, India is heading to-
wards achieving a GDP
size of USD five trillion by
2027. "Today, we have a
strong revival of private
investment, and the coun-
try has comfortable forex
reserves to withstand tur-
bulence in the internation-
al currency market. The
exponential growth of dig-
ital payments in India dur-
ing the last few years is an
indication enough of fast
changes in the informal
sector," Nageswaran
added.

Panaji, Jun 12:  

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman  said
that maximum gover-
nance is arrived at only
when people ask the right
questions and the govern-
ment can remove the
"deadwood and the under-
growth".

She was speaking at
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
Iconic Week' of the
Ministry of Finance,
being celebrated from
June 6-12. The minister
launched a slew of innova-
tive communication and
outreach products aimed
at spreading financial and
tax literacy and explained
the contributions of differ-
ent departments toward
the nation's development
during the event.
Speaking on the occasion,
Sitharaman said, maxi-
mum governance is ar-

rived at only when people
ask the right questions
and we are able to remove
deadwood undergrowth
and make it for bright
amrit kal .

Referring to the Iconic
week, she said, "the
Finance Ministry had its
reservations about how ef-
fective a campaign can be
since the kind of work we
do involves activities
which when we speak,
people do not tend to ap-

preciate . She said the min-
istry is putting many ac-
tivities out in a crisp man-
ner. "Once we examined,
we understood that many
activities which the public
was not aware of were
worth looking at and put-
ting them out in a crisp
manner in which people
can understand so that
people appreciate how the
Ministry contributes to
nation building,
Sitharaman added.

Maximum governance is arrived at
when people ask right questions: FM

India shows exemplary resilience in
recovery from COVID-19 crisis: CEA

New Delhi, Jun 12: 

The finance ministry has come
out with draft SoP for facilitat-
ing e-commerce jewellery
exports through courier route,
as it looks to provide a simpli-
fied regulatory framework for
manufacturers and traders
who want to export jewellery.
The Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) has
invited feedback and sugges-
tions from stakeholders by
June 14 on the Standard
Operating Procedure (SoP) for
implementation of a simplified
regulatory framework to facili-
tate export of jewellery made
of precious metals and imita-
tion jewellery through e-com-
merce in courier mode. The
CBIC also proposes to amend
the Courier Imports and

Exports (Electronic
Declaration and Processing)
Regulations, 2010, and related
forms and come out with a
notification prescribing condi-
tions for reimport of returned
jewellery and has invited
views from stakeholders on
the same. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had in the
2022-23 Budget announced
implementation of a simplified
regulatory framework to facili-
tate export of jewellery
through e-commerce. 
Subsequently stakeholder con-
sultations, including those
with the Express Industry
Council Of India (EICI), Gems
and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council (GJEPC), e-
commerce operators, mem-
bers of the trade, officers
working in the Directorate
General Of Export Promotion,
Directorate General of
Systems and Customs field
formations, have been held.

FinMin issues draft SoP for 
e-commerce jewellery exports 
̈ Through 

courier route New Delhi, Jun 12: 

IRDAI's decision to permit 'use
and file' facility for most of the
insurance products will encour-
age insurers to come out with
innovative covers quickly to the
benefit of customers and also
deepen the insurance penetra-
tion in the country, said
experts. The Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI) last
week extended the 'use and
file' procedure for most of the
life insurance products, thereby
allowing insurers to launch new
products without prior approval
of the regulator.
Earlier, similar relaxations were
extended to all the health insur-
ance products and almost all
the general insurance products.
The relaxed norms for launch-
ing insurance products, experts
feel, will also make insurers

more responsible as they would
be held accountable for the
products which are offered in
the marketplace without prior
approval of IRDAI. S Prakash,
MD, Star Health and Allied
Insurance said the new guide-
lines will support the industry
to launch products faster. This
also puts a lot of responsibility
on insurers. While the regulator
has given freedom to industry,
it also will require insurers to
act in a more responsible man-
ner, he said. Prasun Sikdar, MD
& CEO - ManipalCigna Health
Insurance Company said the
reforms will further reduce the
human intervention, thereby
cutting down on the cumber-
some waiting period that will
ease the process, help the suit-
able products to reach the
untapped geographies and
enable their launch in a faster
and efficient manner. 

IRDAI’s new norms to prompt
insurers to launch innovative

policies swiftly: Experts

New Delhi, Jun 12: 

India's power demand
this year has jumped by a
record 40,000-45,000 MW
per day as an intense heat
wave sweeps through
northern parts of the
country, the economy ex-
pands, and electricity
reaches millions of un-
electrified homes, Power
Minister RK Singh has
said. A massive addition
in the generation capacity,
integrating the country
into one transmission grid
and strengthening of the
distribution system dur-
ing eight years of the Modi
government is ensuring
the 23 to 23.5 hours of elec-
tricity supply, he said in an
interview with PTI. India's

electricity demand on
June 9 was recorded at an
all-time high of 2,10,792
megawatts, and 4,712 mil-
lion units of electricity
were consumed. Power
plants are operating at full
throttle to meet this de-
mand, and the govern-
ment has ordered coal im-
port to meet the shortfall
in domestic supplies. "The
whole power sector has
changed (in last 8 years),"
Singh said. "Before (2014),
we were power deficit,

load shedding was endem-
ic". According to a survey
by an NGO, the average
availability of power in
rural areas was about 12.5
hours at the national level.
"Today it is 22.5 hours," he
said.

A power deficit nation
with an average shortage
of anywhere between 17
and 20 per cent, India has
been transformed into a
power surplus country.
Detailing the steps, he said
in 8 years, 1,69,000 MW of
capacity was added to take
electricity generation ca-
pacity to over 4,00,000 MW
(or 400 gigawatts). Against
this, the peak demand is
just 215 GW. Power plants
operate at run rates much
lower than their capacity.
This in the case of renew-
able energy units, such as
solar power, is just one-fifth
of the rated capacity.

India’s power demand jumps
by 45,000 MW in a year: Singh
̈ Ensuring 23-23.5

hours supplies

Washington, Jun 12: 

The Indian economy has
rebounded strongly despite
three significant COVID-19
waves, the US Treasury has
said in a report to Congress.
India's acute second wave
weighed heavily on growth
through the middle of 2021,
delaying its economic re-
covery, the Treasury said in
a semi-annual report.
"However, economic activi-
ty rebounded strongly in
the second half of the year
as India's vaccination roll-
out accelerated," the
Treasury said on Friday, as
it praised India's vaccina-
tion efforts. As of the end of
2021, about 44 per cent of
India's population was fully
vaccinated, it said. After
contracting seven per cent
in 2020, the output returned
to pre-pandemic levels by
the second quarter of 2021,

with full-year 2021 growth
of eight per cent, it added.
Since the beginning of 2022,
India faced a third major
outbreak driven by the
Omicron variant, but the
number of deaths and
broader economic fallout
has been limited, it said.

The Indian government
continued to provide fiscal
support to the economy
against the backdrop of the
pandemic in 2021, it said.
The authorities estimate
that the overall fiscal
deficit will reach 6.9 per
cent of GDP for the 2022 fis-
cal year, which is higher
than deficits prior to the
pandemic, it said.
According to the Treasury,
the Reserve Bank of India
kept its key policy rates un-
changed at four per cent
since May 2020, but in
January 2021 it began to
gradually unwind the ex-

traordinary liquidity
measures designed to sup-
port growth during the
early part of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

After recording a cur-
rent account surplus of 1.3
per cent of GDP in 2020, its
first surplus since 2004,
India returned to a current
account deficit of 1.1 per
cent of GDP in 2021. The re-
turn to a current account
deficit was driven by a
sharp deterioration in
India's trade deficit, which
widened to USD 177 billion
in 2021 from USD 95 billion
the previous year, it said.
Further, goods imports
rose particularly sharply
in the second half of 2021
amid the economic recov-
ery and rising commodity
prices, particularly energy
prices, leading imports to
increase 54 per cent year-
on-year in 2021.

India’s economy recovered strongly despite
3 COVID waves: US Treasury report

New Delhi, Jun 12:  

The country's largest
carmaker Maruti Suzuki
India (MSI) has shipped
2.33 lakh units through
Railways last fiscal, its
highest ever dispatch in a
financial year so far, since
commencing the initiative
eight years ago, as per a
senior company official.
The company's dispatch in
2021-22 was 23 per cent up
from 1.89 lakh units it
transported using
Railways in the 2020-21 fi-
nancial year. Cumulatively,
the auto major has trans-
ported close to 11 lakh vehi-
cles through Indian
Railways in the last eight
years, helping avoid over
4,800 MT of carbon dioxide
emissions. The move has

helped save over 1,56,000
truck trips and over 174
million litres of fuel.
"Railway logistics offers a
significant potential over
road logistics to lower car-
bon footprint and reduce
road congestion. Over the
years we have consciously
increased the share of car
dispatches from our facto-
ry to dealers using rail-
ways," MSI Executive
Director Rahul Bharti told
PTI in an interaction.
From around 66,000 units
in 2014-15, it has reached an
all-time high of 2.33 lakh
units in 2021-22, he noted.

Maruti Suzuki dispatches
record 2.33 lakh units 

̈ Through 
Railways in FY22

New Delhi, Jun 12:  

Industry body ISA has
sought the government's
immediate intervention to
check coking coal price,
which has grown three-
fold to around USD 450 a
tonne. "Coking coal prices
is something, which is im-
pacting the industry dras-
tically and the production
cost is impacted, affecting
the steel prices," Alok
Sahay, Secretary-General
of Indian Steel
Association said during an
interaction with PTI.
Indian Steel Association
(ISA) represents the do-
mestic steel industry.
Explaining the situation,
Sahay said the price of
coking coal used to be in
the range of USD 120-130
per tonne around a year
back. In March 2022, cok-
ing coal prices had peaked
at about USD 670 per

tonne, he added. At the
current price range, the
industry expert said, the
cost of coking coal alone
in steel making is around
Rs 28,000 to Rs 30,000 per
tonne, which works to
about 40-45 per cent of the
production cost. Besides,
there are other input mate-
rials like iron ore, ferroal-
loys, logistics, fuel costs
and other fixed costs.
Sahay further noted that
when crude oil prices go
up, prices of petrol and
diesel also go up, impact-
ing the entire supply
chain.

Steel industry seeks govt intervention
to check coking coal price

A
ctress Samara Tijori, who plays
the character of Sana in the up-
coming series 'Masoom' is elated to

have worked with Boman Irani. For her, it
was an enriching experience which

has helped her immensely.
Elaborating on the same, the

actress shared, "My experience
working with Boman sir was
honestly the best. I was super
excited when I got to know that
he is playing my father and I was

just really really excited be-
cause I knew that he is the

school in himself. I mean
you just work with him
and you will pick up
things as an actor, you
will learn things just by
watching and probably
being around him be-

cause he is knowledge-
able."

She further said, "He is somebody who
encourages you, he pushes you and I think
that something is very important when
you have a newcomer like me who is there
and who is looking up to you for guidance
and I didn't feel pressured at all to sort of
work with him or anything. Honestly it
was just a lot of excitement." 'Masoom',
which is set in Falauli, Punjab, unfolds the
unspoken truths that cloud the lives of the
Kapoor family, where complex relation-
ship dynamics change with time and am-

bition. Recollecting what it was like for
her initially on the project, the actress

said, "I was nervous to play a charac-
ter because I didn't know if I could

do justice to it. I was trying to be sure
but while working and while shooting,

I think Boman sir just helped me add so
many things to my character and after a
certain point everything was just so real
while we shot. Because he was so real and
honest, I think it's the best experience of
my life and the bond I built with him I
don't think I can ever let go of."'Masoom' is
set to stream on Disney+ Hotstar from
June 17.

‘Pushpa to
ensure that

mothers do not
feel ‘Abla’

anymore!’

T
alented actor Naveen Pandita,
who is known for his roles in
the shows Gandii Baat, Aap

Ke Aa Jaane Se, and Dil Sambhal
Jaa Zara, is back to entertain the

masses in a new character. The actor
is currently seen as Ashwin in Sony

Sab’s latest offering Pushpa Impossible.
Excerpts of interview:

How does it feel to be associated with
Sony SAB’s Pushpa Impossible?

Amazing! In fact, this is my second associ-
ation. I did a brief cameo in Tenali Rama as
Akbar a few years ago with Sony Sab. I have
really liked working with Sony Sab because
every show is colorful and every show has a
unique appeal. I am grateful that I am a part of
it!

What intrigued you about the show? 
Pushpa Impossible is not your regular daily

soap. It has an aim to inspire and provoke
women to better their lives. Pushpa is not like the

stereotypical Indian mothers they portray in
shows, it gives her an edge. She is a multitasker but
not a ‘bechari’ maa doing it all; she is doing every-
thing with self-confidence which is often lacking in
the good ol’ representation of Indian Mothers on
T.V. I liked that aspect of the story. I am sure, the
show will create ripples in the society and even if
one woman benefits from the show, it is a huge deal

for us.
Share something about your character. How

much do you relate to it? 
One quality that immediately hits my mind is a

sense of responsibility. Ashwin and I are alike in that
terms. However, Ashwin’s responsibilities are dim-
ming him down, and he lacks scope for personal

growth and time whereas I consider myself privileged
in that area with god’s grace.

What will the audience love about Pushpa
Impossible, according to you?

Mothers are not going to be ‘Abla’ anymore! The au-
dience is going to be shaken to their core. She is
that fierce! 

Watch Pushpa Impossible from Mon-Sat, 9:30 pm
onwards on Sony SAB.

ACROSS

1. Decrease

6. English princess

10. Gradual

14. Shoe fasteners

15. Kernel

16. Economize

17. Slumbered

18. Boundary

20. Golden ____

22. Love to excess

23. Shakespeare's "before"

24. Sticker

26. Distinctive period

28. Vital statistic

31. Concocted

32. Remove

36. Highland Scot

38. Speech impediment

40. Hard metal

41. Enter uninvited

43. Type of football pass

45. Sag

46. Customer

48. Stand up

49. Madrid matron

51. Tresses

53. Yet, poetically

54. Cooking vessel

55. Author ____ Asimov

57. That woman

60. Sunburn remedy

62. Flag feature

66. Endurable

69. Wave type

70. Emerald ____

71. Carbonated beverage

72. Ogles

73. Spool

74. Big quiz

75. Clear the blackboard

DOWN

1. As well

2. Formal dance

3. Served perfectly

4. Moderately warm

5. Admiration

6. Horned viper

7. Tailors' needs

8. Roman fiddler

9. Censored

10. Wind dir.

11. Delayed

12. Finished

13. "Wish You ____ Here"

19. Slightest

21. Burn with hot water

25. Goodbye (Fr.)

27. Change
28. Citric and boric
29. Sort
30. Singer ____ John
33. Uncanny
34. Tantalize
35. Actress ____ DeGeneres
37. Scout unit
39. Appeals
42. Clamor
44. Operatic melodies
47. Knight protectors
50. Finally (2 wds.)
52. Infant's toy
56. Town's announcer
57. Move slightly
58. Nylons
59. She, in Toulouse
61. Wind instrument
63. Inspiration
64. Norms
65. Other
67. Moray
68. Break a fast
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You love interacting with people others
might consider eccentric. You can't help
it. You're simply attracted to them. You
will probably encounter one of these peo-
ple today, Aquarius. But you might have a
feeling of déjà vu. As strange as it may
seem, it's possible that this person will be
no one but you.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You have always tried to build up your
health using traditional methods, and you
take great care of yourself. But this morn-
ing you might feel a little curious. Indeed,
there are so many different courses of
treatment available. Why not inquire
about alternative forms of medicine? You
could learn a great deal today and bene-
fit your health in the process.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

ometimes, it's amazing to see how your
relationships can spin so easily out of con-
trol, Aries. Today you may have to deal with
a lot of tension within your group. You'll
almost feel as if no one understands the sit-
uation. You just need to keep your cool.
Why not try to solve any outstanding issues
with your relatives? Stay calm and things
will be OK.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You sometimes have difficulty making up
your mind. You don't always know exactly
what you want. Today, Taurus, you'll be at
peace with yourself. If you need to make
an important decision concerning your pri-
vate life, you'll able to do it. But if you find
yourself confronted by a big decision, you
should take the time to think about it. You
will decide once you have more clarity.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Sometimes we all feel a little lost, Gemini.
We often want to move mountains and use
all our energy and enthusiasm to try to do
so. But a few moments later we could feel
that all efforts have been in vain. It pays to
remember one of the hard facts of life -
take nothing for granted. You shouldn't let
that keep you from trying to make
changes to things around you. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You have a natural ability to accomplish a
great deal rather easily, Cancer. But
today you may feel snowed under with
projects. Things around you might be
moving quickly, and perhaps you're hav-
ing difficulty dealing with it all. For once,
try to take it easy. You don't need to
struggle all the time in order to be
accepted by the world. Lighten up!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Your day has finally come, Leo. You have
your own vision of life and you like shar-
ing it with others. You're far from thinking
that you're any sort of new messiah, but
you feel the need to talk to children or
young people about your views. Today,
you'll be able to communicate clearly
with the people around you and they'll be
receptive to your ideas.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Today you'll have the strange feeling that
something is floating in the air. The time
is right to try to understand the different
needs of your family circle. There will be
a lot of movement around you, Virgo, so
you should feel free to step back. Your
relatives will understand that you need
more space in order to gain perspective
on the situation.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

As the dawn of another quiet and
peaceful day appears, Libra, you will be
in the best disposition to observe and
appreciate the lightness of things. Life
can seem so beautiful on some days.
You will benefit from this state of mind
because you'll be able to meditate. But
be careful not to start reminiscing
about sad memories. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You will find a clean page on the agenda
today, Scorpio. You should try to think only
about yourself. This will allow you to medi-
tate about your life and be at peace with
yourself. Life will seem much simpler. This
frame of mind will enable you to solve
issues with some of your personal ties if
you so desire. Take advantage of this ener-
gy to calm your mind and your life.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You will wake up today on cloud nine,
Sagittarius. Your morale is at a peak. You
will feel totally free and be able to clearly
perceive the essentials of life. You have the
perfect opportunity to share this gift from
the stars with your loved ones. Even after
this aspect has passed, you may have trou-
ble getting your feet back on the ground.
Don't rush it.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The astral energy will have you reminiscing
all day long over childhood memories,
Capricorn. These memories will take you to
the houses and places where you were
raised and where your personality and
character were formed. Many memories
will surface - happy, melancholy, and every-
thing in between. You should probably seize
this opportunity to write them down.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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S
tar Bharat  unveiled
the opulent and lav-
ish set of its highly

anticipated show
‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’ at the beautiful
Ummed Jodhpur Palace
Resort & Spa. The resort
was decked up like a new-
lywed bride with flowers,
lights and candles, and
the atmosphere was cele-
bratory as the festivities
saw participation from
Mika Singh, the gorgeous
contestants and more.
The grand celebration for
the launch was packed
with several energetic
performances and cele-
bratory music booming
throughout the palace.
The night was dedicated
to folk musicians,
Bollywood music and the
mesmerising performanc-
es by close friend and host
of the show Shaan, the ef-
fervescent Bhoomi
Trivedi and musically
gifted Jaspinder Narula,
to name a few.

Star Bharat’s landmark

show, which will have 12
contestants and Mika woo
each other, will be hosted
by Shaan the melody
king. Shaan the host and
dost will give audiences a
glimpse of the real Mika
behind the very public
persona as he sets out to

select his dream girl.
The star of the evening

and the show, singer and
performer Mika Singh
says “I am very excited
and all set to find my
dream girl - ‘Dusron ki
shaadiyon mein bohot
Bhangra paa liya, ab apni

baari hai’. Star Bharat’s
‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’ has given me the
opportunity to find my
companion for life and
when they approached me
with the show, it seemed
like fate had already set
things in motion! To find

out who will be the cho-
sen one finally, stay glued
to Star Bharat at 8.00 p.m.
starting June 19, 2022!”.

Shaan who returned to
host a reality show after a
gap of 14 years, said, "I
was absolutely delighted
and could never say no to
such an opportunity. I am
grateful to Star Bharat for
making me a part of
‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’, jahan mera yaar
will finally be on a pursuit
to find his best life com-
panion. I feel very excited
but I am also nervous as it
is a very big responsibili-
ty to make sure that I help
him make the right
choice. But anything for
my brother and I am all
set for it.

Swayamvar - Mika Di
Vohti is produced by SOL
Productions and present-
ed by Star Bharat. The
show is a weekly offering,
premiering on Sunday
19th June 8 PM and will
air every Monday to
Friday at 8 pm! 

Star Bharat unveils the grand set
of ‘Swayamvar - Mika Di Vohti’

H
ip Hop artiste Raja
Kumari, whose
track 'Goddess' in

collaboration with
Krewella and NERVO fea-
tures in the newly re-
leased superhero minis-
eries 'Ms Marvel', has
called the show a cultural
landmark as it presents
brown or desi culture in
its full glory.

Elaborating on the
same, she said, "I have
been a fan of the Marvel
series. This is one of the
ventures that is a cultural
landmark for South
Asians. In more ways than
one, the show is unapolo-
getically brown. It makes
frequent references to
Shah Rukh Khan."
Talking about what makes
the series click with the
south Asian community,
she said, "It has snippets of
the best of South Asian
music. Anyone of South

Asian descent will instant-
ly identify with the series
and may recognise the
songs mentioned in the
first two episodes."

Speaking of the series'
soundtrack, Raja
Kumari's 'Goddess' was
joined by S P
Balasubramaniam's voice,
A R Rahman's 'Oh Nanba'

from Rajinikanth's
Lingaa, Ritviz's 'Sage',
music by Kully Bhamra
and Ishq Bector, and
Angus Campbell's 'Disco
Gully'.

After the resounding
success of her latest 'EP
HBIC', Raja Kumari is all
set to announce exciting
music soon.

Raja Kumari calls ‘Ms
Marvel’ a cultural landmark

B
ollywood actress Nushrratt Bharuccha, whose
film 'Janhit Mein Jaari' released recently, is ex-
tremely content with the kind of work that's com-

ing her way.
Nushrratt, who started her career with bold and

glamorous roles in films like Dibakar Banerjee's highly
experimental anthology drama 'Love Sex Aur Dhokha'
and 'Pyaar Ka Punchnama' changed gears and took
more defining roles in the films.

Speaking about it, Nushrratt said, "At the time of
'Pyaar Ka Punchnama', 'Pyaar Ka Punchnama 2' and
'Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety', my aunt would say, 'Agli
baar tu kuch aisi picture kyun nahi karti jahan
par tu actually kuch kar rahi ho'. Then, when
films like 'Chhalaang', 'Chhorii' or a web project
like 'Ajeeb Daastaans' happened, I started feeling
satisfied as an actor. Personally, as an actor, I am
extremely happy with the kind of space I have
created for myself."

Adding onto it, she further mentioned, "If
you are considered for a movie, but things
don't work out, then it's fine, but what
hurts the most is when you are not even
considered for a particular project. In that
phase, your mind can either drown you or
lead you."

"I chose the latter by focusing on my
work and celebrating the work that came
my way. Personally, I would like to bal-
ance out my choices. However, post
Chhorii there has been an influx of fe-
male-oriented scripts coming my way.
Filmmakers tell me that when I
started out, they could not imag-
ine me beyond my glam
avatar, but that has
changed now", she
concluded.

Samara Tijori of ‘Masoom’ on cloud
nine after working with Boman Irani

Nushrratt 
Bharuccha pleased 

with meaty characters 
coming her way



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  MONDAY,  JUNE  13,  2022

New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Young Paralympic
champion Avani Lekhara
continued her rich vein of
form to clinch her second
gold medal at the ongoing
Chateauroux 2022 World
Shooting Para Sport World
Cup in France.

Lekhara shot 458.3 in
the R8 - Women's 50m Rifle
3 Positions SH1 finals to
take the gold ahead of ex-
perienced Paralympic
stars Veronica Vadovicova
(456.6) of Slovakia and
Sweden's Anna Normann
(441.9).

Vadovicova and
Normann took the silver
and bronze respectively.

The promising shooter
from Rajasthan made a
slow start to the finals but
quickly got back her
rhythm to produce consis-
tent shots, including over
10 scores in the last three
rounds, to emerge the win-
ner.

The 20-year-old Lekhara
has already won the R2 -
Women's 10m Air Rifle

Standing SH1 gold with a
world record effort on Day
1, and ensured India a
quota for Paris 2024
Paralympics Games.

Another youngster to
shine on the day was

Rubina Francis, who
claimed her second indi-
vidual medal in consecu-
tive days. Francis settled
for the bronze shooting
213.1 in the P2 - Women's
10m Air Pistol SH1 finals,

as Turkey's Aysel Ozgan
clinched the gold with a
world record effort of
240.0. Ozgan's fellow shoot-
er from Turkey, Aysegul
Pehlivanlar (236.7)
claimed the silver medal.

Chateauroux 2022 World Cup:
Lekhara clinches second gold

Para shooter Avani Lekhara reacts after winning the gold medal in the womens 50m rifle 3 positions
SH1 event at the Para Shooting World Cup, in Chateauroux, France.

Stuttgart, Jun 12 (AP): 

Nick Kyrgios said he
faced racist abuse from the
crowd during a semifinal
loss to Andy Murray at the
Stuttgart Open.

The Australian posted
on Instagram following
the 7-6 (5), 6-2 loss to
Murray that he had heard
abusive comments from
the stands on Saturday.

"When is this going to
stop? Dealing with racial
slurs from the crowd?" he
wrote on Instagram.

"I understand that my
behavior isn't the best all
the time but you little
black sheep' shut up and
play' little comments like
this are not acceptable.
When I retaliate to the
crowd I get penalised. This
is messed up."

Kyrgios was given a
point penalty for breaking
his racket at the end of the
first-set tiebreaker, and
then a game penalty for
unsportsmanlike conduct
in the second set after he
approached the crowd and
appeared to ask: "What did

you say?" Kyrgios then sat
down and did not continue
the match until he had

spoken with the tourna-
ment supervisor.

Murray will play his

first grass-court singles
final since winning
Wimbledon in 2016 when
he plays second-seeded
Italian Matteo Berrettini
in Sunday's final.

Murray stunned
Stefanos Tsitsipas in the
quarterfinals on Friday,
the first win for Murray in
six years against an oppo-
nent ranked in the top five.

It's the second final of
2022 for Murray, who lost
to Aslan Karatsev at the
hard-court Sydney Tennis
Classic in January, and the
first time that he has
reached two finals in the
same season since 2017.

Murray, who has strug-
gled to get back to his best
following hip surgery, last
won a tour singles title at
the European Open in
Belgium in 2019 and has a
46-23 record in finals.

Berrettini prevailed 7-6
(7), 7-6 (5) over Oscar Otte
in a tight match with no
breaks of serve. Berrettini
saved a set point in the
first-set tiebreaker and
needed three match points
to close out the win.

Kyrgios says he faced racist abuse
from crowd in Murray loss

Panchkula, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Haryana's Riddhi and
Rajasthan's Kapish Singh
came from behind to
clinch the girls and boys'
recurve archery gold
while Maharashtra and
Andhra Pradesh shared
the spoils in compound
archery on the penulti-
mate day of the Khelo
India Youth Games here
on Sunday.

With both, the hosts and
the defending champions,
winning one title each,
Maharashtra held on to
their solitary gold lead,
with a total of 38 gold, 35
silver and 29 gold while
Haryana have 37 gold, 34
silver and 39 bronze.

Tamil Nadu girls
clinched the football gold

with a 2-0 win over
Jharkhand, with
Shanmuga Priya and
Shanmugapriya, two girls
with the same name, scor-
ing a goal each.

The main attraction of
the morning session was
the archery action at
Panjab University with all
four gold medals at stake.

The two recurve summit
clashes were contested be-
tween state-mates. In a re-
peat of last edition's final,
Haryana's Riddhi fought
back from 2-4 down to beat
Tamanna 6-4 and avenge
the loss in Guwahati.

In the boy's final, Singh
lost the opening set but
stormed back in style to
beat Ajay Nagarwal 7-3.

Maharashtra had a
chance to extend their lead

at the top with their com-
pound archers reaching
the final in both the girls
and boys category.

Aditi Swami gave them
the perfect start with a
convincing 144-137 win
over Punjab's Avneet Kaur.
However, Parth Korde
went down to Andhra
Pradesh's Kunderu
Venkatadri 144-143, hand-
ing Maharashtra just one
gold .Twelve -year-old
Madala Surya Hamsini
bagged the bronze medal.

The girls basketball
final will see Punjab face
Tamil Nadu after the two
teams registered contrast-
ing wins in the semis.
Favourites Punjab ham-
mered Rajasthan 74-46
while Tamil Nadu edged
past Karnataka 65-62.

KIYG: Haryana’s Riddi, Maharashtra's
Aditi Swami bag archery gold to keep

title race evenly poised Kolkata, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Their tails up after two
successive wins in front of
a strong home crowd,
India captain Sunil
Chhetri has backed his
team to beat Honk Kong in
the last qualifying game
and secure a berth in next
year's AFC Asian Cup.

India prevailed over
Afghanistan 2-1 in a
thrilling match that saw
three quick goals being
scored at the fag end of the
game after both teams de-
nied each other for 86 min-
utes at the Salt Lake
Stadium that had 40000
spectators in the stands on
Saturday evening.

The day coincided with
talismanic skipper
Chhetri completing 17
years in international foot-
ball. "It feels great to cele-
brate my 17th year in in-

ternational football in this
fashion. I felt that maybe
we will be splitting the
points after Afghanistan
equalised. But the boys did

what they did. "But at the
same time, such mile-
stones don't mean much to
me. I am honoured and
privileged to wear the na-

tional team jersey for so
long," Chhetri said.
Chhetri laughed when re-
minded about him sprint-
ing like Usain Bolt to cele-

brate Abdul Sahal Samad's
decisive strike in the in-
jury time. "The GPS will
say that that was my
fastest sprint of the night.
We will rest, recover, and
have a look at the videos.
Hong Kong are a good side,
but we are at home, and
will be backing ourselves.
All of the fans will be
there too." The win helped
India consolidate their po-
sition in the group as they
seek to make a second
straight appearance in the
Asian Cup and fifth over-
all, having been knocked
out in the group stage in
the last edition in 2019.

Head Coach Igor Stimac
stated, "We were Blue
Tigers in the match
against Afghanistan, and
that's what they need to be
on the pitch. That's our in-
tent, keeping the pride in-
tact."

We will be backing ourselves against Hong Kong: Chhetri

New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI): 

India's Akansha Kishor
Vyavhare won the silver
medal in 40kg category
while Vijay Prajapati fin-
ished second in 49kg in
2022 IWF Youth World
W e i g h t l i f t i n g
Championships for men
and women in Leon,
Mexico.

The two silver medals
were won on Saturday, the
opening day of the event.

Akansha lifted a total of
127kg (59kg + 68kg), while
Vijay managed to lift 175kg
(78kg + 97kg).

Akansha is a trainee of
SAI National Centre of
Excellence, Aurangabad
and Vijay is a trainee of
NCOE Patiala.

"I would like to congrat-
ulate all the weightlifters
for putting a good show
during 2022 IWF Youth
World Weightlifting
Championships at Leon
and laud the efforts of
Indian coaches who have
trained the athletes in
short span of time in the
national camps," said
Sahdev Yadav, president of
Indian Weightlifting
Federation.

Two silver for Indian
lifters in Youth World

Championships Antwerp, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Goalkeeper PR Sreejesh saved a
penalty stroke in an exhilarating
shoot out after making some
breathtaking saves in regulation
time as the Indian men's team
stunned Olympic champions
Belgium 5-4 in the first match
of the two-legged FIH Pro
Hockey League here on
Saturday.
The Indian team was down 1-3
with just eight minutes left in
the match but made it 3-3 to
force a penalty shoot out.
Sreejesh foiled an attempt from
Nicolas de Kerpel when the
shoot out was locked 4-4 and
Akashdeep Singh found the net
to make it 5-4 for the Tokyo

Games bronze medallists.
Sreejesh, as usual, was brilliant
under the bar, foiling a number
of attempts from the hosts
throughout the match but his
two saves in the final quarter

proved to be crucial. The event-
ful first quarter ended in a goal-
less stalemate with Sreehesh
doing a fantastic job under the
bar, making two saves. It was
India who had the first opportu-
nity to open the scoring but
both the short corners went
abegging as the home goalie
foiled those attempts with his
rock solid defence. Akashdeep
too fluffed a shot near the goal-
post which on any other day he
would have flicked inside the
post. However, early in the sec-
ond quarter, India found the net
when Abhishek's shot rebound-
ed off the custodian's leg and
Shamsher Singh (18') tapped
the high ball into the net after it
came off the post.

Sreejesh helps India stun
Belgium in penalty shoot out

Chennai, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Star sprinter Hima Das is not ruling
out a return to 400m, an event which
shot her to fame in 2018, and is hoping to
make a comeback to the quartermile in
the now-postponed Asian Games, which
is likely to be held next year.

The 22-year-old 'Dhing Express' last
ran a major 400m race during the Asian
Championships in Doha in April 2019.
She pulled out of that race midway due
to a lower back injury.

She later ran two 400m races in low-
grade events in Czech Republic in 2019,
but since then, has not featured in the
one-lap race. She also missed the World
Championships in the later part of 2019
due to the back injury.

Hima, who became the first Indian to
win a global track event title by clinch-
ing gold in the World Junior
Championships in 2018, first suffered
the injury during the 2018 Asian Games
in Jakarta where she won an individual
400m silver and gold medals in the
4x400m and mixed 4x400m relays.

After returning from the injury lay-
off, Hima has been running 100m and
200m. She holds the national record of
50.79 seconds in 400m.

"I have not cut (off) running the 400m.
It (recovery from injury) is a long
process. During my injury time, I was
not being able to run 400m because a lot
of pressure developed on the right side
of my back," Hima said after winning
the 100m gold in the National Inter-Sate
Championships here with her personal
best time of 10.43s. "My L4 and L5 (two
lowest vertebrae in the lumbar spine)
were broken and was in a different posi-
tion. Whenever I run it affects me. Then
I did my physiotherapy and ran 30m,
40m, 50m, 100m and then 200m gradual-
ly. Till 300m, I am fine. I ran 300m in
Europe sometime earlier.

"You need to pick up speed in the last
100m (of 400m) and when I did that once
I had to be taken to the hospital (during
a training stint in Poland in 2019)," said
the sprinter from Assam. Asked when

she can start running 400m, she said,
"Not at this point in time, but will surely
do it (in near future). "It may happen at
the end of this year, otherwise I may
prepare 400m for the postponed Asian
Games because I will get time to prepare
(for Asian Games)."

When asked if 400m coach Galina
Bukharina will recommend her to run
it, Hima said, "Galina madam and the
federation will take the decision what is
to be done for me. I will do whatever the
AFI says. "Galina madam is not only my
coach but she is also like my mother. I
even told my mother at home in Assam
not to get tense thinking about me be-
cause I have a mother there (national
camp) also." Hima was earlier training
at the NIS Patiala before shifting base
temporarily to Thiruvananthapuram.
She was part of the Indian team that un-
derwent a training-cum-competition
tour in Turkey. The team returned home
earlier this month.

Running individual 400m
is not yet over for Hima

London, Jun 12 (AP): 

It was a night of stale-
mates for the big teams in
the Nations League on
Saturday, including a drab
scoreless draw in the re-
match of last year's
European Championship
final.

England was held 0-0 by
Italy to leave Gareth
Southgate's side without a
win in three matches in the
top-tier Group 3 this month
as it prepares for the World
Cup.

Just a couple of thousand
schoolchildren were al-
lowed into the
Wolverhampton stadium as
part of England's punish-
ment for its fans' disorder
ahead of the Euro 2020 final
at Wembley, which Italy
won in a penalty shootout.

Mason Mount hit the
crossbar early on for

England and home goal-
keeper Aaron Ramsdale de-
nied Sandro Tonali before a

second half disrupted by
many substitutions as both
coaches rotated their squad

after a gruelling season.
While last-place England is
headed to Qatar in

November, being top of the
group will be no consulta-
tion for the Italians who did
not qualify for a second
straight World Cup.

Hungary, which beat
England last Saturday, is a
point behind Italy, after
drawing 1-1 with Germany.
The goals came in the open-
ing nine minutes with
Jonas Hofmann slotting in
Germany's equalizer to can-
cel out Zsolt Nagy's strike
in Budapest. There were
also two draws in Group 4.
The Netherlands had to
come from two goals down
against Turkey to draw 2-2
after Davy Klaassen and
Denzel Dumfries scored in-
side three minutes early in
the second half. The Dutch
had a chance to seal a third
straight win but Memphis
Depay's penalty hit the post
to leave Louis van Gaal's
side with seven points.

England, Italy draw 0-0 among Nations League stalemates

Ukraines Viktor Tsygankov runs with the ball ahead of Armenias Kamo Hovhannisyan, left, and
Styopa Mkrtchyan, right, during the UEFA Nations League soccer match between Ukraine and
Armenia, in Lodz, Poland.

Bengal LoP prevented from 
visiting violence-hit Howrah

Tamluk (WB), Jun 12 (PTI): 

High drama was wit-
nessed at Tamluk in Purba
Medinipur district on
Sunday afternoon as West
Bengal Leader of
Opposition (LoP) Suvendu
Adhikari was prevented
by police from visiting vio-
lence-hit areas in Howrah.

He was later allowed to
proceed after a two-hour-
long stand-off on the con-
dition that he would go
straight to Kolkata, with-
out making any pit stop in
violence-hit areas in ad-
joining Howrah district.

Adhikari said he would
move the court on Monday
over being prevented from
visiting the areas affected
by violent protests over

controversial remarks on
Prophet Mohammad by
now suspended BJP
spokespersons.

Police claimed prevent-
ing him from travelling to
Howrah was a "precau-
tionary measure" as pro-
hibitory orders under
Section 144 of CrPC have
been clamped in many
areas in the district and
his visit may have caused
law and order problems.

Adhikari was moving
with his security en-
tourage when he was
stopped by a huge police
team at Radharani More
in Tamluk. He was not ac-
companied by any other
BJP leader.

"We have received infor-
mation that Adhikari was
planning to visit Howrah
district, in parts of which

Section 144 of CrPC has
been imposed. So, as a pre-
cautionary measure, we
had to prevent him from
going there as his visit
may have caused a law and
order problem," a senior
police officer told PTI.

Adhikari remained seat-
ed inside the vehicle,
claiming he had no inten-
tion of visiting Howrah.
He was also reluctant to
return to his hometown

Kanthi in Purba
Medinipur district from
where he had started.

He engaged in heated ar-
guments with police offi-
cers present at the spot,
stating that he wanted to
have lunch and take rest at
a guest house in Kolaghat
in Purba Medinipur dis-
trict, before proceeding to
Kolkata.

"I have been unlawfully
obstructed by @WBPolice
on NH 116 at Radhamoni
under Tamluk PS.
@MedinipurSp is there a
Curfew in place in Purba
Medinipur District or
Section 144 has been im-
posed? I am moving to-
wards Kolaghat for having
lunch. How is it prohibit-
ed?" Adhikari said in a se-
ries of tweets from 
the spot.

A priest with devotees during Khuti Puja, a customary ritual that marks the beginning of pandal making for Durga
Puja festivities, in Kolkata, Sunday.

CUSTOMARY RITUAL

People take a bath in the Ranbir Canal to beat the heat on a hot summer day, in Jammu, Sunday.

BEATING THE HEAT

New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI): 

The BJP on
Sunday authorised
its president J P
Nadda and Union
minister Rajnath
Singh to hold consul-
tations with different

political parties, including
those in the opposition, on
the president's election, in
what is being seen as an
outreach by the ruling
party to arrive at a con-
sensus on the choice for
the top constitutional
post.

The two senior leaders
will talk to both ruling
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) and oppo-
sition United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) con-
stituents, besides other po-
litical parties as well as in-
dependent members, the

BJP said in a statement is-
sued by its general secre-
tary Arun Singh.

Nadda and Singh will
start holding these consul-
tations soon, it added.

The election for the next
president will be held on
July 18, in which 4,809
electors, including MPs
and MLAs, will vote to
elect incumbent Ram
Nath Kovind's successor.

Going by its strength in
the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha as well as in
many state assemblies,
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) is in a com-
fortable position to ensure
the victory of the candi-
date nominated by it in
the upcoming election.

Singh, who enjoys a
good rapport with leaders
across the political spec-
trum, was also part of the

BJP's committee during
the 2017 presidential polls
to deliberate with opposi-
tion parties.

In 2017, then BJP presi-
dent Amit Shah had con-
stituted a three-member
panel of then senior
Union ministers Singh,
Arun Jaitley and M
Venkaiah Naidu to hold
talks with all the political
parties over the presiden-
tial polls.

The BJP had fielded
then Bihar governor
Kovind as its candidate in
the polls. Kovind went on
to become the president
after defeating opposition-
backed Meira Kumar.

With relatively less
numbers on its side this
time, the BJP-led NDA's
nominee will require the
support of one of the two
fence-sitters -- the Biju

Janata Dal (BJD) and the
YSR Congress Party. In
the last presidential polls,
both parties had support-
ed Kovind.

Meanwhile, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi
has also reached out to
several opposition leaders,
including Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP)
chief Sharad Pawar and
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) supremo and West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, for the
presidential polls.

Banerjee has called a
meeting of opposition
parties in Delhi on June
15 in the backdrop of the
presidential election. The
presidential polls will be
held on July 18 and the
counting of votes, if need-
ed, will be taken up on
July 21.

Amaravati, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Various schemes initiat-
ed by the Central govern-
ment for providing quality
healthcare services at af-
fordable prices have start-
ed showing good results,
Union Minister of State
for Health Bharati Pravin
Pawar said here on
Sunday.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the end of her
three-day visit to Andhra
Pradesh, the Union minis-
ter said medical infra-
structure has seen a
major push in the last
seven years with the set-
ting up of new medical
colleges and also facilities
in hospitals across the
country.

"In the last seven years,
209 medical colleges have
been added, marking a 54
per cent increase in gov-

ernment medical colleges
and 37 per cent in the pri-
vate sector. In addition, 157
new medical colleges have
been approved and 71 of
them have become func-
tional," she pointed out.

This has resulted in a 75
per cent increase in
MBBS seats and 95 per
cent rise in post-gradua-

tion seats.
She said the Centre has

been continuously provid-
ing funds and technical
support to the states for
various schemes.

"Every scheme and poli-
cy of the Narendra Modi
government is targeted to-
wards the uplift of the
poor. Seva (service) is the
goal of this government
and we are strengthening
the implementation of the
schemes," the Union min-
ister added.

Under the National
Health Mission (NHM),
Andhra Pradesh has been
granted Rs 2,063 crore, in-
cluding a central share of
Rs 1,200 crore.

Under the Emergency
Covid Relief Package, the
state has been given Rs
1,199 crore in two tranch-
es. Also, a grant of Rs 490
crore was extended in

2021-22 under the 15th
Finance Commission,
Pawar said.

Over Rs 200 crore was
also released under vari-
ous other schemes for the
state, she added.

During her three-day
visit, the minister visited
some primary health cen-
tres, the Government
General Hospital in
Vijayawada, the genome
sequencing laboratory,
AIIMS-Mangalagiri and
held a high-level review
meeting on the health sec-
tor with state Health
Minister V Rajini.

As part of the BJP's
Grah Sampark (house
contact) programme, she
visited some households
in Tenali town and inter-
acted with people to ex-
plain the various schemes
being implemented by the
Centre.

Anand, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday said
the development of villages
is essential to achieve the
goal of making India a "five
trillion dollar economy". "I
am of the firm belief that
development of the country
is not possible without the
development of its vil-
lages," Shah said, while ad-
dressing the 41st convoca-
tion ceremony of the
Institute of Rural
Management (IRMA) here
in Gujarat.

Over 250 students re-
ceived their management
degrees in rural manage-
ment during the ceremony.
"Mahatma Gandhi had said
the soul of the country is in
our villages and I firmly be-
lieve that," the Union minis-

ter said. "If villages are
prosperous, self-reliant and
with good facilities, the
country will be prosperous.
It will help achieve the
dream of Atmanirbhar
Bharat (self-reliant India)
and making India a five tril-
lion dollar economy," he
said. Shah said he is excited
to see so many students are

passing out from the IRMA
and will work for the rural
development and manage-
ment. "You will help in
achieving the dreams of
Mahatma Gandhi. You can
work for your personal de-
velopment, but you will also
have to take an oath today
when you are passing out
that you will also work for

the development of our
rural areas," the Union
minister said. He listed the
works done by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
government for rural devel-
opment. The rural man-
agers will play an impor-
tant role in rural develop-
ment, Shah said while ad-
dressing the function. The
Modi government estab-
lished the cooperation min-
istry, which will help
achieve rural development,
he added. IRMA Chairman
Dilip Rath said their insti-
tute, which is shaping up
managers to run coopera-
tive movements in villages,
is best placed to be declared
a national institute of ex-
cellence. The IRMA has al-
ready made a representa-
tion to the government
about this, he said.

J&K admin to provide 
subsidised timber to 

houseboat, shikara owners
Srinagar, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Jammu and Kashmir admin-
istration will provide sub-
sidised timber for repairs and
maintenance of houseboats
and taxi shikaras, an official
said on Sunday. The decision
was taken during a meeting of
the administrative council,
which met here under the
chairmanship of Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha, he said.

The council approved the
proposal of the Tourism
Department to provide sub-
sidised timber to the owners of
houseboats and taxi shikaras,
the spokesperson said. Timber
will be provided for minor/peri-
odical repairs and upkeep of
registered houseboats on 50
per cent concessional rate up
to a maximum of 70 per cent

requirement or 30 cubic feet, 
Whichever is less, through

the Forest Department, he
said. The timber will be provid-
ed to the beneficiaries once in
six years, the spokesperson
said. Similarly, for reconstruc-
tion and major repairs of
houseboats, the timber will be
provided on a one-time basis,
on 50 per cent concessional
rate up to a maximum of 70 per
cent of the requirement or 80
cubic feet, whichever is less,
the spokesperson said. 

In case of registered taxi
shikaras, the timber will be
provided for periodical re-
pairs/ maintenance on 50 per
cent concessional rates to a
maximum of 70 per cent of re-
quirement or 15 cubic feet,
whichever is less, once in five
years, he said.

‘Lalu Prasad Yadav’
to run for President

Patna, Jun 12 (PTI): 

In the upcoming
Presidential election, Lalu
Prasad Yadav plans to
throw his hat in the ring,
firm in his belief that there
must be a Bihari in the con-
test. However, he is not the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
chief. A resident of Saran
district, which incidentally
has been the karmabhoomi
(land of work) of his fa-
mous namesake, Yadav
claims to have already
booked a flight ticket to
Delhi where he proposes to
file his nomination papers
on June 15.

He had filed his nomina-
tion papers in 2017 as well
when the contest was be-
tween the then Bihar

Governor Ram Nath
Kovind, who went on to
win, and former Lok Sabha
Speaker Meira Kumar, who
was also a native of the
soil. My papers got rejected
last time since these were
not endorsed by an ade-
quate number of pro-
posers. This time, I am bet-
ter prepared , Yadav told
PTI over phone. A resident
of Yadav Rahimpur village
in Marhaura assembly seg-
ment of Saran, Yadav is
barely 42, young enough to
be a son of the RJD presi-
dent, though, like the latter,
he too takes care of a large
family. I practise agricul-
ture for a living and engage
in social work. I have seven
children. My eldest daugh-
ter is married, said Yadav.
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To move court

‘Development of villages must to
achieve dream of self-reliant India’

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addresses the inauguration
and ground-breaking ceremony of various developmental
projects, in Gandhinagar, Sunday.

But not the one who comes to mind

‘Centre’s health schemes yielding good results’ Kacha Badam’ fame Bhuban’s  new jingle
aims at creating financial awareness

Kolkata, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Bhuban Badyakar,
whose 'Kacha Badam'
rocked the internet a few
months ago, has been
roped in by a micro-fi-
nance company to gener-
ate and enhance financial
awareness in rural areas.

Loan niyechi, kaj ko-
rechi' (I have taken a loan,
I have worked), a jingle
recorded by Badyakar for
Arohan Financial
Services, urges villagers to
repay borrowings on time
to be eligible for advances
of larger amounts.

The song is about help-
ing create financial disci-
pline among people, the
internet sensation told

PTI. I will be more than
happy if people benefit
through my jingle." Reema
Mukherjee, the spokesper-
son of Arohan Financial
Services, said Badyakar is
a popular name in villages
and semi-urban areas, and
his success story has in-
spired many people. We
have uploaded the jingle

on YouTube. Our field offi-
cers, when they visit our
customers, play it. Many
of our customers identify
with Badyakar's struggle,
his achievement in parts
of central, eastern and
north-eastern India. His
story and his rise to fame
gives hope to many entre-
preneurs, Mukherjee said.

The Kolkata-basd com-
pany caters to customers
with low-financial litera-
cy, placed at the bottom of
the socio-economic pyra-
mid in financially under-
penetrated and low-in-
come geographies of the
country.

It is our constant effort
to educate customers and
make them financially in-
formed and independent,"
Managing Director Manoj
Nambiar said.

BJP, BJD cross 
swords over Patnaik’s

foreign tour

Bhubaneswar, Jun 12 (PTI):
The BJP and BJD on
Sunday crossed swords
over Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik's
proposed foreign tour dur-
ing the Budget session of
the Assembly. BJP Odisha
chief Samir Mohanty said
Patnaik should have
planned his foreign tour
either before or after the
Budget session of the
Assembly beginning on
July 2. Reacting to media
reports that Patnaik will
go on a foreign tour in the
last week of June and is
likely to attend the upcom-
ing assembly session
through virtual mode,
Mohanty said it would be
disappointing if the chief
minister attends the
Monsoon session of the
House virtually.

̈ In rural belts

Bhuban Badyakar

Nadda, Rajnath to hold talks with
other parties on BJP’s behalf
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Free pilgrimage 
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar on Sunday
announced free pilgrimage
for the people of the state
to Sant Kabir and Guru
Ravidas' birthplace in Uttar
Pradesh's Varanasi. Khattar
also announced that his
official residence here will
be known as "Sant Kabir
Kutir". Addressing state-
level Sant Kabir Das Jayanti
celebrations organised in
Rohtak, Khattar said the
railway fare of those under-
taking the pilgrimage from
the state to Sant Kabir's
birthplace in Varanasi will
be reimbursed.

Robbed 
JJaabbaallppuurr:: Two persons
allegedly robbed a busi-
nessman of Rs 20 lakh
cash and some electronic
items while he was
returning after collecting
money from retailers in
Madhya Pradesh's
Jabalpur city, police said
on Sunday. The police
arrested five people with-
in 24 hours of the inci-
dent, which took on
Friday, he said.

Electrocuted 
MMuuzzaaffffaarrnnaaggaarr:: A 48-
year-old farmer was elec-
trocuted when he came in
contact with a high-ten-
sion wire close to a tube-
well in his fields here,
police said on Sunday.
Sanjiv Kumar had gone to
irrigate his fields at
Kadirpur village on
Saturday night when the
accident took place. His
body was found on
Sunday. Police have sent
the body for a post-
mortem examination.

Mass marriage 
NNooiiddaa:: On June 10 -- a
day marked by protests in
Uttar Pradesh, the state
also witnessed around
12,000 couples tying the
knot under a state gov-
ernment-aided initiative
for mass weddings.
Violent protests were
triggered in some dis-
tricts of UP on Friday
over remarks on Prophet
Mohammad by now-sus-
pended BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma. 

Suspended 
GGoorraakkhhppuurr:: Eight police
personnel including an
Inspector and a Sub-
Inspector were suspended
after a lapse in security of
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, a senior officer
said on Sunday. The lapse
occurred on Friday when
Adityanath was on his way
to welcome BJP national
president J P Nadda at
Gorakhpur Airport.

New flight
TThhiirruuvvaannaanntthhaappuurraamm::  A
new flight service will be
launched from the inter-
national airport here to
Ahmedabad in Gujarat,
the airport authority has
said. The new daily serv-
ice of private airlines
Indigo will start from June
16, it said. "The inward
sector flight (6E-5301)
departs
Thiruvananthapuram
domestic terminal at 5 AM
and arrives in Ahmedabad
at 9.10 AM via Mumbai.
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A vendor sells freshly plucked
litchis in Tezpur, Sunday.
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Prayagraj, Jun 12 (PTI): 

The Prayagraj
Development Authority
(PDA) on Sunday demol-
ished the house of the al-
leged mastermind of
Friday's violence here amid
heavy police deployment.

A day earlier, the proper-
ties of two people accused
of rioting were demolished
in Saharanpur where
stone-pelting had taken
place as well.

Superintendent of
Police, City (Saharanpur),
Rajesh Kumar had said the
two accused who created
ruckus were identified as
Muzammil of Rahat
Colony and Abdul Vakir of
Khata Khedi. Municipal
corporation teams bull-
dozed their illegal proper-
ties, he said. In Prayagraj, a
senior PDA official on
Sunday said, "Javed
Ahmad's house -- JK

Ashiyana -- is located in the
Kareli area of Prayagraj.

Police personnel and a JCB
machine reached the

Kareli police station
around 10.30 am and demo-

lition commenced around 1
pm." "The house was built
without getting its map
passed by the PDA. For
this, he was issued a notice
on May 10 and was told to
present his side on May 24.
On the given date, neither
Javed nor his lawyer
turned up. No document
was presented as well, and
hence on May 25, demoli-
tion orders were issued," he
said. Speaking to PTI,
Superintendent of Police
(City) Dinesh Kumar Singh
said, "In the morning, some
family members of Javed
Ahmad took some of their
belongings, and left the
place through the back
door. As of now, no one is
inside the house."

He said three machines,
including two JCBs, were
used. The area around the
house has been cordoned-
off and demolition was car-
ried out, Singh added.

Srinagar, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
terrorist Adil Parray, who
was involved in the recent
killings of two police per-
sonnel, was killed in a
"chance" encounter with a
"small team" of police here
on Sunday, taking the
number of ultras killed in
Jammu and Kashmir in
the last 24 hours to five.

"LeT #terrorist Adil
Parray of #Ganderbal
who was involved in
#killing of 02 JKP person-
nel Gh Hassan Dar in
Sangam and Saifulla
Qadri in Anchar Soura
and injuring a 9 year old
girl, killed in a chance #en-
counter with a small team
of police," Inspector
General of Police (IGP),
Kashmir Vijay Kumar
wrote on Twitter.

The encounter took
place in the Kreesbal
Palpora Sangam area
here.

Parray's killing took the
number of terrorists
killed in the last 24 hours

to five and the number of
ultras killed in the valley
so far this year to 100.

One terrorist was killed
in Kulgam, while another
was killed in Pulwama on
Saturday. On Sunday
morning, two more ultras
were killed in the
Pulwama encounter -- tak-
ing the number of terror-
ists killed in the operation
to three. A police
spokesperson said acting
on specific information re-
garding the presence of
terrorists in Pulwama's
Drabgam village, a cor-
don-and-search operation
was launched by the secu-
rity forces in the area on
Saturday. As the security
personnel approached the
suspected spot, the terror-
ists hiding there fired in-
discriminately upon them,
which was retaliated effec-
tively, leading to an en-
counter, he added.

In the ensuing gunbat-
tle, three local terrorists of
proscribed outfit LeT were
killed and their bodies re-
trieved from the site of the
encounter, the spokesper-
son said.

Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi , Jun 12:

A 47-year-old man was
killed after a wild elephant
attacked him in
Chhattisgarh's Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi district, a
forest official said on Sunday.

With this, four people have
so far been killed in attacks
by jumbos in the district bor-
dering Madhya Pradesh
since March this year. The
latest incident took place on
Saturday evening in
Beljhariya village under
Katra forest range when the
victim, identified as
Ramdhan Gond, returned

home with his wife after
their daily routine work,
Marwahi divisional forest of-
ficer Dinesh Patel said. Gond
screamed as he spotted a
tusker in the backyard of his
house. The elephant lifted
the man with its trunk, flung
him to the ground and tram-
pled him. Gond died on the
spot, the official said, adding

that the man's wife managed
to escape.

The kin of the deceased
were provided an instant re-
lief of Rs 25,000, while the re-
maining compensation of Rs
5.75 lakh will be given after
the completion of necessary
formalities, he said.

A herd of three elephants
had entered the Marwahi

forest area from the neigh-
bouring Anuppur forest di-
vision in MP and the tusker
that attacked Gond and oth-
ers villagers recently be-
longed to the same herd, the
official said.

New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Asserting that India has
attained new milestones in
'gram swaraj' and democrat-
ic empowerment of pan-
chayats in the last eight
years, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has urged
sarpanches to make efforts
for saturation coverage of
welfare schemes, conserving
water and making the up-
coming Yoga Day special.

In a letter to sarpanches
(village heads) days after his
government marked its
eighth anniversary, Modi
listed several issues on
which he sought their sup-
port while appreciating
their contribution in the last

eight years.
He asked them to work to

make the eighth
International Yoga Day,
which falls on June 21, spe-
cial and to encourage every-
one in their village to join
the exercise.

They can select an ancient

or tourist place or a place
near a water body in their
area for everyone in the vil-
lage to do yoga on the day, he
said, urging them to share
pictures to inspire others.

People all over the world
observe the day enthusiasti-
cally, and pictures of them
doing yoga in different cor-
ners, from skies to the
Himalayas and sea, in the
preceding years have made
Indians proud, the prime
minister has written.

Noting that "Yoga for hu-
manity" is the theme of the
Yoga Day, he said the COVID-
19 pandemic has made peo-
ple realise the importance of
health and how big a role
yoga can play in this.

New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI): 

The current rise in
COVID-19 cases is not a
harbinger of a "new wave"
but an "expected fluctua-
tion" during endemic
prevalence, experts have
said, emphasising that
lack of mask-wearing and
low intake of booster shots
may be reasons behind the
surge.

They also said the re-
cent surge is due to in-
creased travel, social gath-
ering and economic activi-
ties resulting in a greater

possibility of the trans-
mission of the virus.

Seventeen districts in
India, including seven
from Kerala and five from
Mizoram, are reporting a
weekly COVID-19 positivi-
ty rate of more than 10
percent. In 24 districts, in-
cluding seven from Kerala
and four each from
Maharashtra and
Mizoram, the weekly posi-
tivity is between 5 to 10 per
cent, an official source
said. Noted virologist T
Jacob John said the pres-
ent increase in cases is not
like a surge but a gradual
increase that is not steady
or uniformly distributed.

A few states lead, others
are not involved. In those
states, the phenomenon is
mainly a big city picture,

not widely spreading. This
pattern is not a harbinger
of a new wave but expect-
ed fluctuations during en-
demic prevalence," he
said. "A wave must have
more numbers than the
previous day consistently -
- that is not the case for us
now, he told PTI.

He said not wearing and
not taking booster shots
can be two main reasons
for the surge.

Who gave the orders
that people need not wear
masks any longer. Who ad-
vised that people should
continue wearing masks
in places where people as-
semble indoors? That one
behaviour alone is suffi-
cient to explain the grad-
ual increase in cities,"
John said.

Mumbai, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Megastar Amitabh
Bachchan has announced
the return of his popular
game show "Kaun Banega
Crorepati" (KBC) with a
new video where the
screen icon addresses the
perils of misinformation
using the viral and fake
claims of the "GPS-en-
abled Rs 2,000 currency
notes".

When Prime Minister
Narendra Modi an-
nounced demonetisation
in 2016, several news chan-
nels had claimed how the
new Rs 2,000 currency
note would have an in-
built GPS which would
track its location round-

the-clock. The 50-second
promo, shared by Sony TV
on Saturday, took a dig at
these false claims as it fea-
tured Bachchan reprising
his role as the show's host,
posing a question to a con-
testant named Guddi.

In the video, the veteran
actor is seen asking the

contestant 'Out of the
typewriter, television,
satellite and Rs 2,000 note,
what has GPS technology
in them?' The contestant
confidently chooses Rs
2,000 currency note as her
answer, only to be told by
Bachchan that the correct
answer was satellite.

When the bewildered
contestant asks if
Bachchan was joking, the
79-year-old says, "What
you believed as the truth
was the joke". When the
contestant says she got the
information from the
news portals, so it was
their fault, Bachchan tells
her that even if it was the
mistake of journalists,
"the loss was hers".

Thiruvananthapuram, Jun 12 (PTI):

Indian students who had to
leave studies midway as they
fled the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict will be offered admission
in Russian universities without
them losing out on their previ-
ous academic years, Roman
Babushkin, Deputy Chief of
Mission of Russian Embassy in
New Delhi, said here on
Sunday.
Babushkin said the students
would be admitted to Russian
universities where they can
continue with their respective
courses from where they were
left off without losing out on

the previous years of study.
The statement came in
response to queries by
reporters on the fate of the
over 20,000 students who fled
Ukraine after Russia invaded
that country in February this
year. Ratheesh C Nair, the
Honorary Consul of the
Russian Federation and
Director of the Russian House
in Thiruvananthapuram, said
in cases wherein the students
held scholarships, it was pos-
sible that the same would be
accepted in Russian varsities.
However, the fees being paid
in Ukraine might not suffice in
Russia, he hinted.

New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI): 

With a growing indige-
nous base of manufactur-
ers, India's drone industry
may play an instrumental
role in public services
such as agriculture, de-
fence, healthcare and in-
frastructure maintenance
in the future, say experts
while also highlighting
some concerns around the
safety and privacy of these
unmanned aerial vehicles.

Drones are mini pilot-
less aircraft operated by
remote control and can be
accessed through simple
devices like a smartphone
app. These unmanned ve-
hicles require far less ef-

fort, time and energy, and
can reach far and difficult
terrains while being con-
trolled by a single person
remotely.

Popularity and adoption
of drone technology is
catching up across regions
and sectors and India is no
exception to it. Aviation
Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia said last month
that India will need ap-
proximately one lakh
drone pilots in the coming
years.

In order to showcase the
potential of the indige-
nous drone industry, India
recently organised its
biggest drone festival in
the national capital.

BULLDOZERS OUT FOR 2ND DAY IN UP

Govt razes house of
Prayagraj violence accused

Bulldozer being used to demolish the illegally constructed residence of Javed Ahmed, a local leader
who was allegedly the key conspirator of violent protests against now-suspended BJP leaders
remarks on Prophet Muhammad, in Prayagraj, Sunday.

Five LeT terrorists killed
in three encounters

̈ In J&K

Tusker tramples man to death
̈ 4th casualty in one

district since
March this year

Local MLA Dr K K Dhruv at the residence of victim.

The  incident took place on
Saturday evening in Beljhariya
village under Katra forest
range when the victim, identi-
fied as Ramdhan Gond,
returned home with his wife
after their daily routine work.
Gond screamed as he spotted a
tusker in the backyard of his
house. The elephant lifted the
man with its trunk, flung him to
the ground and trampled him.
Gond died on the spot, the offi-
cial said, adding that the man's
wife managed to escape.

About the incident

India achieved new milestones
in ‘gram swaraj’: PM

YOGA FOR HUMANITY

Children perform yoga asanas, ahead of International Yoga Day on June 21, outside the Gateway of Kashi
Vishwanath corridor, at Lalita Ghat in Varanasi, Sunday.

COVID-19 surge not harbinger
of ‘new wave’:  Experts

̈ But ‘expected 
fluctuation’ 
during endemic
prevalence

EXPERTS VIEW

‘India’s indigenous drones set to
take flight but concerns remain’

RAY OF HOPE

‘Indian students leaving
Ukraine will be accepted

by Russian varsities’

Amitabh introduces new ‘KBC’ season
with quip on ‘GPS enabled currency notes’

Kundan Ranjan Jha 

BBhhiillaaii::  Senior Congress
Leader and Industrialist KK
Jha's elder sister Kundan
Ranjan Jha left for heavenly
abode at the age of 89
years. She was presently re-
siding in Delhi with her elder
son. Last rites of the mortal
remains were performed in
Noida. Maithil Sangh Bhilai
expressed condolences on
her demise.
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BSP continues drive against illegal occupants
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 12: The
Enforcement Department
of Town Administration
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant is continuously tak-
ing action against the ille-
gal occupants of BSP quar-
ters as well as encroachers
and land mafias. The mega
eviction drive has been con-
ducted continuously for the
past several weeks.

On Saturday, a total of
nine quarters in Sector-6
were vacated from illegal
occupants and handed over
to the allottees and mainte-
nance office. So far, under
the Operation Mr
Natwarlal, a total of 40
houses in Sector-6 have
been vacated. Till now 100
houses have been vacated.
Campaign will be launched
soon against illegal occu-
pants in other sectors also.

The eviction drive is

being conducted in a very
impartial manner by the
Town Administration
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant. No illegal occupant
is being spared.

It needs to be mentioned
here that some goons and
local influential people had
captured a number of BSP
quarters and had illegally
given them on rent. These
people were illegally col-
lecting rent from the ten-
ants. Further, some goons
were involved in extracting
Goonda Tax from the ven-
dors at Civic Center, China
Market and other markets
in pretext of providing pro-
tection to their illegal
vends and kiosks. The
Enforcement Squad has
lodged FIRs against four
such brokers / goons. More
than three and a half hun-
dred houses have been va-
cated from illegal occu-
pants so far. A den of Drug

Addicts has been demol-
ished in Civic Center. Many
acres of land have been
freed from the land mafia.

The employees of Bhilai
Steel Plant are highly trou-
bled by illegal occupants in
the Township. The illegal
occupants are often in-

volved in illegal and im-
moral acts, fights, intimida-
tion etc, due to which the
legal allottees were con-
stantly pleading before the
Enforcement Department
to take strict action against
the illegal occupants. BSP
personnel have been ad-

vised by the Enforcement
Department that to avoid
future troubles, they shall
not give their allotted quar-
ters to any person on rent.
The Enforcement
Department had received
some applicants from re-
tired BSP employees also as

their allotted accommoda-
tions were captured by ille-
gal occupants. As the ille-
gal occupants were not va-
cating the houses, the re-
tired employees were fac-
ing troubles in getting their
final settlement/ payment
from the company. During
the drive, it was discovered
that the retired employees
were tempted by touts to
give their quarters on rent.

The enforcement depart-
ment is being highly appre-
ciated by the locals for tak-
ing action against the ille-
gal occupants. The depart-
ment officials stated that
continuous action will be
taken against illegal occu-
piers, land mafia and touts.
The quarters of the town-
ship are the property of the
nation.

The illegal occupiers, il-
legal extortion brokers,
land mafia and some crimi-
nal elements are trying to

create pressure and get po-
litical protection. If need-
ed, legal action will be
taken against these touts,
criminals also. The depart-
ment officials asserted that
no person will be allowed to
occupy even a single inch
BSP land or house illegally.
All the workers and execu-
tives of Bhilai Steel Plant
have united against the
brokers, illegal occupiers
and people who are raising
voice in favour of illegal oc-
cupants.

It could be recollected
here that a few years ago,
an illegal occupant had
tried to kill an innocent
child of a BSP worker for
human sacrifice in Street
34 of Sector-7. Some time
ago, a Bangladeshi was
caught in an illegally occu-
pied house in Sector-6
while some Naxalites were
caught from Sector 4. Many
of the illegal occupants are

of criminal nature or back-
ground and they often try
to hide their identity. Many
BSP employees have com-
plained about clashes and
fights with illegal occu-
pants. The dacoit was also
caught from Sector-7, who
was an illegal occupier. The
accused in the shooting in-
cident in Risali sector was
also an illegal occupant.

Proceedings against the
occupiers and land mafia
will be continued, no mat-
ter how influential the per-
son is, an official of the
Enforcement Department
said. The illegal occupier
will be evicted and the
property will be sealed and
confiscated by the order of
the Estate Court. The anti-
encroachment campaign
has received support from
the Officers Association,
Joint Trade Unions, vari-
ous social organizations as
well as the BSP personnel.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 12: On Sunday,
the Enforcement Squad of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation once again
took action against the ille-
gal encroachments at
Supela Sunday Market. The
team of BMC reached
Supela Sunday Market in
the wee hours of the day to
remove the illegal struc-
tures. On the instructions
of BMC Commissioner
Prakash Surve, the team led
by Additional
Commissioner Ashok
Dwivedi conducted the

drive. To systematise the
Supela Sunday Market and
to improve the traffic sys-
tem, five joint teams of the
BMC took action simulta-
neously. Encroachments
were removed from 44
spots. Prior to this, the en-
croachers were being coun-
selled for the last two-three

days. Some of the people
had again setup stalls and
kiosks for conducting their
business. Some had placed
tables while some others
had constructed kiosks
with bamboo sticks.
Considering the situation,
the BMC team reached
Supela Sunday Market

early in the morning and
removed the tables and
other items kept on the
roads by the vendors. The
kiosks made of bamboo
sticks were razed with the
help of JCB. Some other
people had dumped debris
on the road side. The debris,
sand, etc was affecting traf-

fic movement on the road.
The BMC team seized the
debris and cleared the en-
tire road. During the anti-
encroachment drive, heavy
police force was deployed to
avoid any untoward situa-
tion. Police vehicles contin-
uously patrolled the entire
area. Zone Commissioner

Manish Gaikwad conduct-
ed discussion with the local
shopkeepers to improve the
traffic system. Earlier in
the month of April, the
road was cleared by taking
action on Supela Sunday
Market. To prevent the en-
croachments from coming
up again, the BMC team
was present on Sunday for
taking action with full
readiness and planning.
The structures which ob-
structed the road and the
building material were re-
moved and seized. On the
complaint of locals, the en-
croachments made by the
shopkeepers were also
razed. A shopkeeper had in-
stalled an iron staircase in-
front of the shop and was
not removing it even after

repeated notices. On
Sunday, the BMC team
seized the staircase. Four
JCBs and six dumpers were
used to clear the encroach-
ments. Supela Sunday
Market comes under Zone
No 1 Nehru Nagar and Zone
No 2 Vaishali Nagar of
BMC. Nehru Nagar Zone
Commissioner Manish
Gaikwad, Executive
Engineer in-charge
Kuldeep Gupta, Assistant
Engineer In-Charge Alok
Pasine, Assistant Engineer
in-charge Arvind Sharma,
Deputy Engineer Gaurav
Agrawal, Purushottam
Sinha, Assistant Revenue
Officer, Balkrishna Naidu,
Malkhan Singh Sori,
Jagannath Tiwari and oth-
ers were present.

Ruffian arrested for theft at neighbour’s house 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 12: Police
have arrested a ruffian and
a juvenile on charges of
committing theft at a
neighbour's house. The
third accused is at large.
Anti Crime and Cyber Unit
as well as Khursipar Police
Station jointly solved this
theft case. DSP (Crime)
Nasar Siddhiqui informed
that Khursipar Police
Station had received a com-
plaint from one Archana
Devi regarding theft of
cash and jewellery from
her residence situated at
KLC Colony in Khursipar.

The victim was sleeping
with her kids in the front
room of the house. The
unidentified accused tres-
passed into the house from
the back door and escaped
with cash and ornaments

which were kept in a purse
in the other room of the
house. Police lodged a com-
plaint under section 457,
380 of IPC.

During investigation, po-
lice came to know that her
neighbour Palvinder Singh
alias Chotu (23) was spend-
ing lavishly and was also
looking for customers to
sell a gold chain. He was
taken into custody and dur-
ing interrogation, he con-

fessed to have committed
theft at Archana Devi's resi-
dence. One Chandan
Paswan and a juvenile as-
sisted him in committing
theft.

The juvenile was also in-
terrogated in presence of
his parents and later taken
into custody. The accused
Palvinder Singh had pur-
chased a refrigerator from
the stolen money. Police are
trying to arrest Chandan

Paswan, a resident of
Machli Market Khursipar,
who has escaped to his na-
tive place in Bihar.

Police seized a gold
chain, ring, mangalsutra
and Rs 8500 cash from the
possession of the accused.
Police also seized the re-
frigerator which was pur-
chased from the stolen
money. Inspector Santosh
Mishra (I/c ACCU),
Inspector Trinath Tripathi
(SHO, Khursipar), SI
Shishupal Chandravanshi,
Head Constable Narendra
Singh of Khursipar Police
Station and ASI Shamit
Mishra, Constables Arvind
Mishra, Satyendra
Madharia, Evan Banchor,
D Prakash, Rinku Soni,
Anil Singh, Rakesh Anna,
Ramesh Pandey and Vijay
Paswan played a vital role
in arresting the accused.

OA-BSP and OA-FSNL meet to uphold idea of strategic merger 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 12: The apex
organization of execu-
tives of Public Sector
Steel Undertakings - Steel
Executives Federation of
India (SEFI) has been em-
phasizing on restructur-
ing and strategic merger,
instead of indiscriminate
privatization and disin-
vestment of PSUs.

Taking cognizance of
the highly sensitive
processes conducted by
Ferro Scrap Nigam
Limited and possible ap-
prehensions from the ar-
rival of the private sector,
SEFI has demanded
merger of this company
with SAIL instead of pri-
vatization. The represen-
tatives of the FSNL
Officers Association visit-
ed Pragati Bhawan (BSP-
OA Building) and de-
manded from the execu-
tive members of OA-BSP
to take necessary steps to
save FSNL from going
into private hands so that
national property can be
protected.

SEFI Chairman and
OA-BSP President
Narendra Kumar

Banchhore assured the
representatives of OA-
FSNL that SEFI and OA-
BSP have always been
striving for strategic
merger of steel sector
PSUs. The resolution of
SEFI for merger has also
been discussed in Lok
Sabha.

SEFI would take neces-
sary initiatives and ap-
proach the Prime
Minister's Office,
Ministry of Steel and
Ministry of Finance to
stop the disinvestment
and privatisation of
FSNL. In its upcoming
meeting, SEFI is going to

discuss and chalk out
strategy to get the idea of
strategic merger imple-
mented instead of disin-
vestment of some PSUs
under the Ministry of
Steel.

SEFI Chairman and OA
President Narendra
Kumar Banchhore, OA
General Secretary
Parvinder Singh, SEFI
nominee Ajay Kumar,
Treasurer Ankur Mishra,
Secretary Remi Thomas
and Akhilesh Mishra and
zonal representatives as
well as OA-FSNL
Secretary Deepak Tomar,
Vice President K Girish

and members Prashant
Sahu, Abhishek Singh, G
Srinivas and others were
present in the meeting.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that seeking
formation of a single
mega PSU for Steel, SEFI
had passed a resolution
for strategic merger of
PSUs in the steel sector in
its council meeting held
on April 04, 2021 in New
Delhi.

The resolution pro-
posed forming a Mega
Steel PSU under the
Ministry of Steel by
strategic merger of RINL,
SAIL, Nagarnar Steel

Plant, NMDC, MECON
etc under the Ministry of
Steel. On the basis of this
resolution, the topic of
strategic merger of steel
sector PSUs was dis-
cussed in Lok Sabha on
December 15, 2021.

Steel Sector PSUs have
not only created employ-
ment through steel plants
in different places of the
country in the last six
decades but have also
brought overall develop-
ment of its surrounding
areas through health, ed-
ucation, infrastructure
and CSR activities.

Today, the well-educat-
ed and capable class,
known as "middle class"
in the country, basically
flourished due to this type
of public undertakings
and became the reason
for the economic, educa-
tional progress of the
country.

There is a dire need to
save this inclusive model
of development so that a
strong citizen can build a
strong nation. The steel
sector has played an im-
portant role in nation
building in the last 60
years.

Govt trying to privatise a profit making company
The union government had earlier passed a motion to merge FSNL to SAIL or RINL. Ferro Scrap Nigam

Limited (FSNL) is a participant in many projects with the PSUs of the steel sector. But at present, the Central
Government has decided to privatize FSNL. This decision has triggered widespread resentment among the em-
ployees of this undertaking. It needs to be mentioned here that Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited is a government un-
dertaking under the Ministry of Steel, headquartered in Bhilai, Chhattisgarh. This organization mainly deals
with scrap processing in public sector steel undertakings like SAIL, RINL and NMDC. Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited
has never been in loss till date due to the hard work and dedication of its employees since its inception in 1979.
The company has given profit of 41.09 crore, 46.02 crore and 32.06 crore respectively in the last three years and
in the year 2021-22, it has earned a profit of 42.67 crores in just 09 months. Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited has also
got work worth Rs 240 crore in NMDC Nagarnar Steel Plant in Chhattisgarh which is to be started from May
2022. This project would provide employment to hundreds of unemployed youth in Chhattisgarh. At present,
about 600 regular and 3000 contract workers are working in various units in Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited.
Regarding FSNL, JP Shukla Committee had given recommendations in its report dated May 14, 2008 after site
inspection of various units of Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited and careful and in-depth study. The committee recom-
mended that Ferro Scrap Nigam Limited should be made a subsidiary company of SAIL or a joint venture should
be formed with SAIL, RINL and MSTC in which SAIL shall be a majority shareholder.

Benefits to SAIL and 
other PSUs from FSNL

For the last four decades, FSNL has been ren-
dering its valuable services to SAIL and other
PSUs with undisputed and uninterrupted serv-
ice. Over the years FSNL has become an integral
part of steel plants. Slag and scrap processing of
iron and steel scrap is done by FSNL in SAIL and
other PSUs. Which is used by SAIL to make vari-
ous iron products in its plants. FE Enrichment
Plant carries out Value Addition work in the
scrap of 45 percent to 85 percent less grade as
well as Blast Furnace (BF) and Steel Melting
Shop (SMS) Hot Slag Pit Management, Lancing
and Bowling, Collection of Mill Waste and pro-
cessing services are provided. Presently, FSNL
has become an integral part of SAIL and other
PSUs through its work.

Government to suffer loss
from FSNL disinvestment
FSNL provides an average of Rs 25 - 35 crore per

annum as dividend to the government whereas the
Government of India had invested only Rs 32 crore
in this company. FSNL is a low cost - high profit or-
ganization. FSNL has provided all possible facilities
to the government and society even during the
global pandemic Covid-19. It would be a big mis-
take on the part of the Government of India to hand
over a diamond like FSNL to private hands. The dis-
investment of FSNL will not only cause losses to the
Government but will also directly and indirectly
damage the Government Steel Plants. After privati-
zation of FSNL, opportunities will be available for
scrap mafia and middlemen to infiltrate govern-
ment steel plants and cause loss of national proper-
ty. FSNL does not have any immovable assets other
than its workforce.

Sahu lays stone for works worth Rs 655 lakhs 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  1122::  Development
works worth Rs 655 lakh will
be conducted in different
wards of Risali Municipal
Corporation. Durg Rural MLA
and Minister of Home and
Public Works Department -
Tamradhwaj Sahu performed
bhoomipujan of these projects
the other day. The projects in-
clude pipeline expansion work
worth Rs 33.30 lakh to be done
in Laxminagar.

After visiting Talpuri,
Ruabandha and Risali, Home
Minister performed
Bhoomipujan for construction
of an additional room in
Madarsa at Station Maroda
and laid the foundation for the

renovation of Anganwadi in
Surya Nagar. The tour and pro-
grammes of the Home Minister
remained unaffected from in-
cessant rains. He also reached
Newai Bhatha (Ward 32) to un-
veil the inscriptions for differ-
ent works. Mayor Shashi
Sinha, Speaker Keshav
Banchor, PCC Secretary
Jitendra Sahu, MIC members
Anoop Dey, Vilas Rao Borkar,
Govind Chaturvedi,
Chandrabhan Thakur, Sanir
Sahu, Parameshwara, Sonia

Devangan, Ishwari Sahu, Block
Congress Committee
President Mukund Bhau,
Councilor Tikam Sahu, Sarika
Sahu, Mamta Yadav, Sheela
Narkhede, Jamuna Thakur,
Sarita Devangan, Vinay
Netam, Rekha Devi,
Chandraprakash Nigam, Rama
Sahu, Zaheer Abbas, Anil
Kumar, Seema Sahu,
Shailendra Sahu, Domanlal
and others were present. 

In addition to the school
building and Anganwadi reno-

vation, roads, drains, commu-
nity buildings are included in
the development projects.
Apart from this, there is also a
project of pipeline expansion in
Ward 29 with Rs 33.30 lakhs.
This work has been approved
to address the special demand
of the citizens and the drinking
water crisis.

Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu said that
there will be no shortage of
money in the development of
Risali Municipal Corporation.
Due to his tireless efforts,
Bhilai and Risali Municipal
Corporation have got 150 -
150 acres of land from Bhilai
Steel Plant. Due to shortage
of land, many significant proj-
ects like hospital and college
building were pending. Home
Minister assured that he will
make efforts to get more land
from the BSP for Risali
Municipal Corporation. 

p Flags off 40 e-rick-
shaws for garbage
collection 

BMC bulldozes encroachments again at Supela Sunday Market
p Police provides 

protection to Anti-
encroachment drive
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COLOURING OF ‘RATH’

The preparations for Jagannath Rath-Yatra are in full swing and under this colouring of ‘Rath’ by the painters is going on.

Raipur, Jun 12: 

The Congress has
termed the case registered
in the ED (Enforcement
Directorate) against the
party leadership in the
National Herald case as
fake. Reacting to ED’s no-
tices to Sonia and Rahul
Gandhi in this case, Rajya
Sabha MP and Senior
Advocate Vivek Tankha
accused the Central
Government of framing
false charges. Did we fight
with the Britishers for this
democracy? He asked and
said that he had never
seen such biased action in
his life.

National Herald is a
brand, which has been a
part of the freedom strug-
gle, said Tankha, who
reached Raipur, adding
that it was started by free-
dom fighters like
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar
Patel and it is associated
with the ideology of
Congress. Talking to the
reporters at Congress
state headquarters Rajiv
Bhavan, Tankha told the
story of the National

Herald case. He said that
over time this newspaper
started going into losses.
To help it overcome this
crisis, the Congress gave it
a loan of Rs 90 crore in
about 100 installments
from 2002 to 2011, he said.
Out of this Rs 90 crore, Rs
67 crore was used by
National Herald to pay
salaries and VRS to its em-
ployees, he added.

Tankha said that the re-
maining amount was used
to pay government liabili-
ties like electricity duty,
house tax, rental charges
and building expenses etc.
According to him it was
not possible to repay the
loan of Rs 90 crore by
National Herald and its

parent company
Associated Journals Ltd.
And that the debt was con-
verted into equity shares
of Associated Journals
Ltd. Since the Indian
National Congress could
not retain the ownership
of the equity shares it was
allotted to a not-for-profit
company named ‘Young
Indian’ established under
section-25.

Tankha said that as
Congress leadership,
Sonia Gandhi, Rahul
Gandhi, Oscar Fernandes,
Motilal Vora, Suman
Dubey etc. were members
of the managing commit-
tee of this ‘not-for-profit’
company. This is part of
the general practice of

companies. Big companies
do this consistently; it is
not called a crime.

Rahul Gandhi will face
the summons of the ED.
Rahul Gandhi will go to
ED office tomorrow.
However, Sonia Gandhi
will go to ED office after
recovering from illness.
Tankha said that Congress
will not tolerate such bi-
ased action. He asked how
the country will run if the
opposition is not respect-
ed. According to Tankha
no FIR was filed in this
case and action is being
taken on the basis of a
complaint. The case was
also closed in 2015. The clo-
sure report was re-opened
in the year 2018-19 and
summons is being issued
now which the Congress is
opposing, he added.

PCC President Mohan
Markam said that central
government was misusing
ED and central agencies to
intimidate opposition. But
the opposition is not going
to bow down to the govern-
ment, he said, adding that
truth may be disturbed but
will not be defeated.

Cong will not tolerate
biased action: Tankha 

Commenting upon ED notices to Sonia, Rahul

Raipur, Jun 12:

In order to spread
awareness about road safe-
ty among the public and to
prevent road accidents,
the Chhattisgarh
Transport Department is
continuously making
many innovations. To this
end, now social media will
be used for creating aware-
ness about road safety.

For this, an account has
been created by the
Transport Department for
social networking sites
like Facebook and
Instagram in the name of
‘Road Safety Mitan’ and on
YouTube and Twitter as
‘Road Safety CG’.
Necessary information re-
lated to the Motor Vehicle
Act will be available to the
general public in these ac-
counts,. At the same time,
information about the
causes of road accidents
and ways to prevent them
will be given. The inter-de-
partmental lead agency for

road safety is working on
this.

The Transport
Department is taking ini-
tiatives under the guid-
ance of Transport
Minister Mohammad
Akbar to create better traf-
fic system in the state and
prevent road accidents as
per the intention of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
to make people aware
about road safety.

In view of the prolifera-
tion of social media in the
present times, the
Transport Department
has now considered social
media as a great medium
for awareness and is going
to work on the use of so-
cial media for road safety
awareness. According to
information received from
departmental officials, in
the first phase, efforts will

be made to reach people
through Facebook,
Instagram, YouTube and
Twitter.

The Chhattisgarh
Transport Department
has created an account for
social networking sites
Facebook and Instagram
in the name of ‘Road
Safety Mitan’ and on
YouTube and Twitter as
‘Road Safety CG’.

Information about the
black spots identified for
road accidents across the
state will also be available
on the account. Apart
from this, the real causes
of major road accidents
will be highlighted to pre-
vent recurrence of such
accidents. Information re-
lated to road safety and
transport system will also
be made available on the
accounts. The Transport
Department will also pro-
vide information about
various departmental ac-
tivities in these accounts
from time to time.

Social media for 
road safety awareness

Transport department’s new initiative to prevent road accidents

 Account created
on social media
networking site

Raipur, Jun 12: 

Under operation
‘Narcos’ , the Raipur divi-
sion task team, RPF post
Raipur and intelligence
wing jointly took action
and nabbed one inter-state
‘Ganja’ smuggler with
14.300 kg of ‘Ganja’ from
near Raipur Railway
Station ticket booking of-
fice.

It was on tip from an in-
former on Sunday that the
combined team was in-
formed that a person is sit-
ting near ATM, near the
ticket booking office of the
Raipur Railway Station
with dark-brown coloured
trolley bag. The team
went to the site and
nabbed the accused and
when inquired disclosed

his name as Raja Singh,
S/o Late Ram Prakash
(49), R/o Gram Chaturi,
Purwa, Bhartouli Kanpur
Dehat, Thana Musanagar,
District Kanker Deahat
(UP).

When the police
searched the bag they
found 3 packets full of
banned drug ‘ganja’
weighing 14.300 kg an esti-
mated to cost around Rs
71,500. He was booked
under NDPS Act and is
being interrogated.

This operation was
jointly carried out under
guidance of Division
Safety Commissioner RPF
Raipur and was done by
RPF Raipur Post Inspector
MK Mukherjee, M Patra,
Dy. Inspector of Crime
Intelligence wing Raipur
and Division Task team in-
charge Sanatan Thanapti,
Sub-inspector AZ
Choudhary, LK Yadav, DK
Singh, head constable VC
Banjare and constable
Devesh Singh.

One nabbed with 14.30 kg
‘ganja’ worth Rs 71,500

 From near ticket
booking office 
of Raipur 
Railway station

Raipur, Jun 12:

The issuance of notices
to Congress President
Sonia Gandhi and leader
Rahul Gandhi by
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has drawn furious re-
actions from Congress in
Chhattisgarh. The party
leaders will gheraoe ED
Office in Raipur on
Monday, the 13th June 2022
to lodge protest against ED
notices to Sonia Gandhi
and Rahul Gandhi.

Raipur City District
Congress Committee has
completed preparations
for this protest. It has been
decided that the Congress
workers will go to the ED
office located near
Pachpedi Naka after tak-
ing a footmarch, wearing a
black belt. Meanwhile
City Congress Committee

President Girish Dubey
has charged the Central
Government with spread-
ing a feeling of hatred
among the people by incit-
ing religious sentiments,
instead of forcusing on de-
velopment works related
to public interests. The
Modi government wants
to divert public attention
from main issues like in-
flation, unemployment, he
said. Central government
is misusing government
institutions in its attempt
to intimidate Congress
leaders, Dubey alleged and
said that Congress was not
afraid of such attempts.
He said that Congress
workers will take the poli-
tics of hatred and fear
being done by the central
government at the grass-
roots level to the people.
Congress will also raise is-
sues like inflation and un-
employment before gener-
al public, he added.
Preparations for gheraoe
and demonstration were

discussed at Raipur City
District Congress
Committee meeting held
at Rajiv Bhavan. The lead-
ers present at the meeting
expressed sharp reactions
on ED notices. Alleging
that central government
was trying to intimidate
the Congress leaders by
misusing the constitution-
al institutions they said
that the party will not
allow this to happen.

ED notice to Rahul Gandhi
causes furore in Congress

ED office in Raipur to be gheraoed

 Cong charges centre

with doing politics 

of hatred and fear

Central agencies
suppressing voice
of Oppn: Baghel

Raipur: CM Bhupesh Baghel
said that he is leaving for
Delhi and they all would be
going to ED’s office for
protest from AICC tomorrow.
He charged that the central
government is mis-using
agencies viz. ED, CBI and IT
to suppress the voice of the
Opposition and it will not be
tolerated.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1122::

In case of theft in three
shops in Pandri cloth market
area on Jun 11, the Pandri
police got a major break-
through and nabbed one
Lokesh Sriwas, R/o
Kabirdhaam. On inquiry he
accepted his crime in all the
three shops in Pandri and ran
away with cash in large quanti-
ty. The police has recovered
cash of Rs 8, 52,300, along with
a screw driver and bike used in
the crime from his possession. 

Conducting reiki in the cloth
market Pandri in Devendra
Nagar area, this well-known
history-sheeter Lokesh Sriwas
informed that he came here in
bike from Kabirdhaam and con-
ducted theft in all the three
shops in Pandri viz. Ciana

Décor Essentials – a home fur-
nishing shop in Shopper’s para-
dise; a hardware shop of Vivek
Kothari and that of MM
Collection of Parth Ghosh and
ran away back to Kabirdhaam
in his bike. Police informed
that accused Lokesh is a histo-
ry-sheeter and having crime
cases of theft in a jewellery
shop in Vijaynagar in AP from
where he had stolen  6 Kg gold
jewelleries; 500 gms jew-
elleries from a jewellery shop
in Barampur of Odisha; gold
and silver jewelleries worth Rs
7 lakh from a jewellery shop in
Gadai in Rajnandgaon and jew-
elleries worth Rs 4 crore from
Parakh Jewellers in Durg and
cash of Rs 9 lakh from Bajaj’s
showroom in Durg. A warrant
against him has been issued
from Court in AP as well. 

Accuse in theft in 3
shops of Pandri nabbed

JJaannjjggiirr,,  JJuunn  1122  ((PPTTII))::

More than 45 hours after an
11-year-old boy fell into a deep
borewell in Chhattisgarh’s Janjgir
Champa district, rescue teams
were making hectic efforts on
Sunday to save him, officials
said. The boy is conscious, they
said, adding that a team of robot
specialists from Gujarat has
reached the spot and efforts are
being made to pull out the child,
who is stuck at a depth of about
60 feet in the abandoned
borewell. The boy, Rahul Sahu,
fell into the unused 80-feet-deep
borewell, located in the backyard
of his house in Pihrid village in
Malkharoda development block
around 2 pm on Friday while he
was playing there, officials said.

The rescue teams, comprising
over 500 personnel, including
officials of the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and the
Army, have been working tire-
lessly, using ultra-advance
machines and vehicles to evacu-
ate the child safely, they said.

As per the latest information,
a parallel pit, being dug since
Friday evening, is nearing its final
stage. A tunnel will then be cre-
ated which will enable rescuers
to reach the borewell and evacu-
ate the child. A team of robot
specialists from Gujarat has also
reached the spot and efforts are
also being made to pull out the
child safely with the help of a
robot, officials said. Health offi-
cials have been constantly moni-
toring Rahul’s condition through

cameras. He is conscious and
showing movement. He was
given a soft drink and banana in
the wee hours of Sunday and pro-
vided juice this morning. A pipe
has been installed for oxygen
supply in the borewell, a govern-
ment statement said. We are
hoping that we will be able to
rescue the child by late Sunday
night, a district administration
official said. Over 500 personnel,
including from the NDRF, a four-
member Army team, more than
150 policemen and 15 personnel
of the State Disaster Response
Force (SDRF), have been
engaged in the rescue operation,
which began at 4 pm on Friday,
officials said.

There is some water inside the
borewell where the child is
trapped and the NDRF personnel
are trying to drain it out with the
help of a vessel tied to a rope.
Even the child has been helping
in the water draining exercise, as
per the government statement.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is in touch with officials
and constantly taking updates
about the operation. Baghel also
spoke to Rahul’s family members
over phone and assured them
that every possible step would be
taken to save the child. District
Collector Jitendra Shukla and
Superintendent of Police Vijay
Agrawal were at the spot since
Friday evening. The CM has also
directed all district collectors
and SPs that borewells should be
covered in order to prevent such
incidents.

Efforts on for 3rd day to save
11-yr-old boy stuck in borewell

Team of robot specialists reaches spot

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1122::  Naina Dhakad, a
mountaineer from Bastar called
on Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey at Raj Bhavan here on
Sunday. Ms. Naina Dhakad sub-
mitted a memorandum after
discussing the need for setting
up a training institution for
training young mountaineers in
the state and reservation in
sports quota for mountaineers
in the state.  Naina Dhakad

informed that young moun-
taineers in the state have to go
to other states for training,
where the number of seats is
also limited. For which the
mountainers of Chhattisgarh
have to spend a lot of their
time. Apart from this, she also
requested the Governor to
make arrangements for giving
reservation to mountaineers
from sports quota. She said

that with the establishment of
the training institute, where
youth would get better oppor-
tunities, adventure sports and
tourism would also get a boost
in the state.  On this occasion,
the Governor assured all possi-
ble help for the upliftment of
the young mountaineers of the
state. Governor Ms. Uikey hon-
ored Ms. Naina Dhakad with a
memento.

Mountaineer Naina Dhakad calls on Governor 

Raipur, Jun 12: 

Naxal activities are
coming on the back foot
due to the state govern-
ment focusing on develop-
mental activities in Naxal
affected areas in the last
years. About 15 years ago
from today, more than 400
schools in Naxal areas
were closed due to various
reasons. Based on the de-
mand of the community
in the four Naxal-affected
districts, the state govern-
ment has taken initiative
and decided to restart 260
schools. These schools
will be formally an-
nounced to be opened by
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on June 16 during
the state level school en-
trance festival. In this re-
gard, the Collectors of
four Naxal-affected dis-

tricts – Narayanpur,
Dantewada, Bijapur and
Sukma have been directed
by the School Education
Department to complete
the preparations at their
level. In the letter issued
to the collectors, it has
been said that on the day
of the school entrance fes-
tival, on June 16, the main
program of the school
‘Shala Pravesh Utsav’
should be organised by se-
lecting one school in the
district. In the program,
the minister in charge of
the district, district pan-
chayat president, other
public representatives
and concerned officials
should be invited. This
program should be organ-
ized in two ways. The pro-

gram to be held in the
presence of the Chief
Minister will be broadcast
online. Arrangements
should be made to dissem-
inate it in the respective
schools of the district.
Immediately after this,
the program should be or-
ganised at the district
level. The detailed details
of the program to be or-
ganized during the
Pravesh Utsav in various
schools in the district will
be sent separately.
Accordingly, make all nec-
essary arrangements in
the district. Through this
program, 100% admission
and regular attendance of
all the children of the dis-
trict should be ensured. In
the schools which are

being opened on the de-
mand of the community,
arrangements should be
made for teachers for
teaching from the first
day itself. Arrangements
for regular teaching
should be made in these
schools from the very be-
ginning. The services of
the students, who are al-
ready helping in the
teaching work in the
school, should be contin-
ued in the same way. In
this way, a campaign
should be launched with
special attention to im-
prove the number of chil-
dren in the schools to be
reopened. Emphasis
should be laid on 100% en-
rollment and attendance
at the pre-primary level
also, so that the learning
of children can be contin-
ued from that level.

Decision to restart 260 schools in four Naxal-affected districts 
 With the initiative of the state government

Raipur, Jun 12:
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey was welcomed by
the Collector Mr. Ramesh
Kumar Sharma,
Superintendent of Police
Dr. Lal Umaid Singh at
the Circuit House on
reaching Kawardha at the
Baiga community con-
vention on Sunday. Apart
from this, members of the
delegation of Sarva
Adivasi Samaj and Baiga Samaj, representatives of Haritima organization

working in the field of en-
vironmental protection
in Kawardha  also wel-
comed the Governor in
the auditorium of Circuit
House. The Guard of
Honour was received by
the Governor Ms.
Anusuiya Uikey. DFO Mr.
Chudamani Singh and
Zilla Panchayat CEO Mr.
Sandeep Agarwal were
also present on the occa-
sion.

Governor receives warm welcome on reaching Kawardha
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RISK FOR PASSER-BY

A water pipeline area in capital city has been dug and left open, posing risk to those passing in vehicles or on foot.

Jashpur, Jun 12:

Under his state-wide
Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is not only meeting
the people in rural areas of
various assembly con-
stituencies personally, but
also inspecting the imple-
mentation of various gov-
ernment schemes. Under
this campaign, Baghel is
taking review meetings of
District-level officials and
directing them to ensure
time-bound implementa-
tion of various benefici-
ary-oriented welfare
schemes.

Chief Minister Baghel
gave aforementioned in-
structions to the officials
while addressing the re-
view meeting held at the
circuit house of
Patthalgaon today. He
added that Jashpur dis-

trict is blessed with scenic
natural beauty. However,
this district has its fair
share of challenges as
well. Hence, collective ef-
forts are needed to over-
come these challenges and
to ensure optimal utiliza-
tion of the resources for
development of the dis-
trict, he said. In the meet-
ing, Mr. Baghel directed
the officials to ensure
proper implementation of
government schemes for
eradication of malnutri-
tion in children and ane-
mia in women. Chief
Minister Baghel said that

improving the income of
the people should be our
main objective. Besides
agriculture and minor for-
est produce collection, ef-
forts should be made to
promote fish farming and
animal husbandry as the
additional sources of in-
come in the district.
Recurring grazing,
Revenue Gauthan, and
livelihood activities in
Rural Industrial Park
should be promoted fur-
thermore. Chief Minister
Baghel said that like
Bastar, faith-oriented
works should be promoted

for the tribals of Jashpur
as well. Soon, Sarna will
be developed as a beautiful
and organized faith center
of tribal people.

Chief Minister directed
the officials to launch a
drive to issue caste certifi-
cate to children. If the
caste certificate of father
is available, then the chil-
dren should be provided
caste certificate immedi-
ately. List of caste names,
which have been notified
to avoid spelling-related
ambiguities, should be put
on display at the offices
concerned. Public service
guarantee should be fol-
lowed and people’s work
should be done within the
given time-limit. Chief
Minister further said that
the way government is
taking care of everyone in-
cluding tribals, farmers,
labourers and government
employees, government of-
ficials should also dedicat-
edly serve the public and
solve their problems.

Baghel directs officials to ensure 
implementation of beneficiary-oriented schemes 

CM chairs review meeting of Jashpur District Officials

 In a time-bound
manner

Takathpur, Jun 12:

On completion of 8 years
of Modi-led government at
the centre for its services,
good-governance and wel-
fare of the poor, a massive
‘Vikas Teerth Yatra’ was
taken out by BJP party
workers and leaders here
on Sunday and it was led by
former Chairperson State
Women’s Commission
Harshita Pandey. The rally
made the entire Vidhan
Sabhha area in the hues of
saffron and pro-BJP. The
‘Vikas-Yatra’ started from
Ganiyari, amidst playing of
drum-beats and DJ tunes
and in this large number of
BJP party workers and
leaders took part. Speaking
on the occasion she said
that under leadership of
PM Narendra Modi for last
8 yrs the country has got

new orientation, as it has
worked tremendously  for
people from all sections of
the society. It is to pass on
the same to the masses, that
this ‘VikasTeerth’ rally has
been organized. It is by pro-
viding ration to the poor
and needy, the very ideolo-
gy of ‘Antodaya’ has been
fulfilled. In honour of the
farmers, ‘Kissan Samman

Nidhi Yojana’ has been
launched and an amount of
Rs 6000 is being credited di-
rectly into farmers account
annually.

Similarly under PM
Ujjawala Yojana, poor
women have been provided
LGP gas connection and
around 20 cr people have
been linked through ‘Jan-
Dhan’ account.

Implementing one-nation-
one tax policy, GST has
been introduced and most
important of the all, Article
370 has been removed from
J&K and provided new
lease of life to people of
J&K. The rally passed
through main thorough-
fares in the city and con-
cluded in the form of mas-
sive  meeting at Belapan.
The rally was welcomed at
different places with ‘arti’
and ‘hanuman chalisa’.
The rally was participated
by Jeevanlal Pandey,
Narendra Kosale, BR
Mohobia, Santosh
Kashayap, Dilip Kori,
Deepmala Kurre, Tilak
Dewangan, Ajay Yadav,
Tikeshwar Kaushik,
Abhilash Lania, Ajay
Yadav, Arun Chouhan,
Komal Singh Thakur and
others.

India made world leader thru Modi’s commitments: Harshita
BJP leaders, party workers take out huge ‘Vikas-Teerth’ rally

Raipur, Jun 12: 

On the penultimate day
of the Khelo India Youth
Games presently under-
way in Panchkula
(Haryana), Sadhike
Dubey of Dalli Rajahara
bagged only bronze medal
for Chhattisgarh in
Kalaripayattu sports.
Sadhika under the guid-
ance of Lakhan Kumar
Sahu and Kamlesh
Dewangan is taking
coaching from Harvansh
Kaur. Her success has
been hailed by
Chhattisgarh Olympic
Association GS
Gurucharan Singh Hora,
Sports Director Mrs
Sweta Sinha, Anis
Memon, Mrs Nazma

Parveen Qureshi and
other persons associated
with sports.

Sadhike bags 
bronze medal

In  Khelo India Youth Games
BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJuunn  1122::  

It is notified by Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya,
(Central) Bilaspur that accord-
ing to the decision taken in the
meeting of the Executive
Council held on 27th January,
2004, on the basis of the
reports of the concerned exam-
iners and the oral examination
held on 20th May, 2022, by
accepting the thesis presented
by Chuleshwar, the Vice-
Chancellor, on behalf of the
council, declares Chuleshwar
eligible for conferment of the
degree of “Doctor of
Philosophy” of Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur from the
date of oral examination.

The candidate Chuleshwar
carried out his research works
under guidance of  supervisor
Dr Budheshwar Prasad
Singraul From the department
of Commerce under School of

Management and Commerce.
The title of the dissertation
was ‘Study of Kisan Credit
Card Scheme in Agricultural
Finance’ (With Special
Reference to the State of
Chhattisgarh).

The other Ph.D. was award-
ed to Bhumika, by the Vice-
Chancellor, on behalf of the
council, declaring Bhumika eli-
gible for conferment of the
degree of “Doctor of
Philosophy” of Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur from the
date of oral examination. The
candidate Bhumika carried
out her research works under
guidance of the Supervisor Dr
Subal Das of  department of
Anthropology and Tribal
Development under School :
Life Sciences. The title of dis-
sertation was  ‘Reproductive
Health and Nutritional Status
of Women in Slums of Bhilai
Chhattisgarh.

Chuleshwar, Bhumika
awarded PhD

Raipur, Jun 12:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel today
spoke to Janjgir-Champa
Collector on a video call
from Pathalgaon and took
information about the
progress of the rescue op-
eration for Rahul Sahu.

11-year-old Rahul Sahu
is trapped in 60-ft deep
borewell in Pihrid village
of Malkharoda block. Mr.
Baghel asked the
Collector about Rahul’s
health condition. Chief
Minister also spoke to the

family members of Rahul
and consoled them. He
asked Rahul’s family to
hold on to faith, patience
and prayers, as the admin-
istration does its best to
bring Rahul back home
safe and sound.

Chief Minister spoke to
Rahul’s grandmother
Shyam Bai Sahu, in pres-

ence of Rahul’s uncle
Bajrang Sahu. He told her
that the administration is
equipped with robots and
other resources to rescue
Rahul. Chief Minister
also spoke to the robot op-
erator Mahesh Ahir and
Rahul’s father. Chief
Minister also observed
the ongoing excavation

work at the borewell,
through the video call.
Robot operator Mahesh
Ahir, who has come all the
way from Amreli,
Gujarat, updated Chief
Minister about the relief
and rescue work in
progress. He told Chief
Minister that he has con-
ducted many demos and
has the experience of
three successful rescue
operations.

Chief Minister also ob-
served the robot and its
operation process,
through the video call.
Speaker of the Assembly
Dr. Charandas Mahant
and Minister-in-Charge
Mr. Jai Singh Agrawal
also inquired about the
developments in the res-
cue process underway in
Pihrid.

Hold on to faith, patience and prayers, we
are taking every possible steps: CM

 To bring Rahul
back home safely,
says CM again
speaking  to
Rahul’s family

Jagdalpur, June 12: 

BJYM took out a
‘Vikas Teerth’ bike rally
in the Bastar assembly
of the district. The Vikas
Teerth bike rally of
BJYM started simultane-

ously from two places of
Nagar Panchayat Bastar
and village Sargipal of
Bakavad area, which
ended after reaching
Karpavand. Here BJP
leaders addressed the
Nukkad sabha. Former
MP Dinesh Kashyap,
District in-charge
Lokesh Kavadia, District
President Roopsinh

Madavi, Dr. Subhau
Kashyap, BJYM District
President Avinash
Srivastava were present
on the occasion.

The Vikas Teerth bike
rally of BJYM covered a
distance of about 50 km.
Enthusiastic workers of
Yuva Morcha took out a
bike rally with loud slo-
gans and kept informing

them about the works of
the Modi government in
the villages along the
way. After the bike rally
concluded in Karpavand,
a road-side meeting was
organized in the market
area.

Addressing which for-
mer MP Dinesh Kashyap
said that the Modi gov-
ernment at the Center
has been taking the
country forward on the
path of progress for
eight years. Modi gov-
ernment is working with
the resolve of upliftment
of the poor.

District in-charge
Lokesh Kavadia said
that the Modi govern-
ment at the Center has
done big works like
starting the construc-
tion of Shri Ram temple
and removing Article 370
from Kashmir.

BJYM ‘Vikas Teerth’ bike rally reaches Karpavand 

 After covering a
distance of 50 km

Jagdalpur, Jun 12:

Malaria was considered
the curse of Bastar, but the
malaria-free Bastar being
run by the Chhattisgarh
government to eradicate
malaria has become a
boon, due to which there
has been a huge reduction
in the cases of malaria.

Chief Medical and
Health Officer Dr RK
Chaturvedi said that since
this campaign started
about two and a half years
ago on January 1, 2020,
now the sixth phase is
going on and after each
phase, there is a steady de-
cline in the annual malar-
ia parasite index.

Before starting this cam-
paign in the year 2019, the
annual malaria parasite
index was 7.29, which de-
creased to 4.16 in 2021 and

the positivity rate was 0.27.
The cases of malaria
among pregnant women
have also come down dras-
tically due to intensive
screening under the
malaria-free campaign.

Due to this campaign,
9694 asymptomatic pa-
tients were identified in
the district, who were
made malaria free by time-

ly treatment. Due to the
wide publicity done dur-
ing this period to avoid
malaria and the increas-
ing use of mosquito nets
due to awareness among
the people, the cases of
malaria have also de-
creased. To control malar-
ia, anti-malarial drug is
also being sprayed in 515
villages of the district.

Malaria free Bastar campaign became a boon
 For Bastar district

Pathalgaon, Jun 12:

Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel inaugu-
rated and performed
Bhoomi Pujan of 156
works worth Rs.94 crore 35
lakh in Pathalgaon today.
Chief Minister inaugurat-
ed 56 works worth Rs 42
crore 62 lakh and laid the

foundation of 100 works
worth Rs 51 crore 73. lakh.

These include inaugura-
tion of 5 works of
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
These include inaugura-
tion of 5 works of
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department,
26 works of Public Works

Division, Pathalgaon, 3
works of Agriculture
Department, 2 works of
Health Department, 2 of
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana, 2 works of
Water Resources
Department, 1 of
Renewable Energy
Department, 4 works of
District Planning and
Statistics Department, one
work of Tribal Welfare
Department, 9 works of
Rural Engineering
Services, 9 of Jashpur, 1
work of Police
Department. On the occa-
sion, Mr. Baghel per-
formed Bhumi Pujan of 4
works of Public Works
Division, Pathalgaon, 2
works of CREDA, 90 works
of Public Health
Engineering Department
and 4 works of Tribal
Welfare Department.

CM inaugurates-lay stone for 156 works 
Worth Rs 94.35 cr

Jagdalpur, Jun 12: 

This year there is
delay in the arrival of
monsoon in Bastar and it
is expected to reach
Bastar after June 13.
Delay in arrival of mon-
soon in Bastar has  de-
layed the arrival of rains
in the whole of
Chhattisgarh, as mon-
soon generally enters
Chhattisgarh through
Bastar region. Normally,
the time of monsoon
reaching Bastar is con-
sidered to be June 15, but
for the past few years,
the monsoon had started
knocking Bastar before
the scheduled time.
Although this year also

the monsoon had
reached Kerala 3 days be-
fore the scheduled time,
on the basis of which
there is possibility of it
reaching Bastar by June
12 as predicted. But now
it will take about 3 to 4
days for the monsoon to
reach Bastar.

Meteorologist HP
Chandra informed that
the monsoon winds are
increasing at a slow pace
from Karnataka. He said
that due to non-forma-
tion of any system near
Karwar in Karnataka,
the monsoon winds
could not advance due to
which there is a delay in
the arrival of monsoon
in Bastar region.

Monsoon likely 
to arrive in 3-4 days

In Bastar region
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MMaassttuurrii,,  JJuunn  1122::    Celebrating Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav in the courtyard
of Mother Didineshwari in Malhar,
remembering the millions of un-
knowingly martyrs of her country,
how they fought for the country's
independence from the British in so
many difficult conditions, neither
had any means nor wealth.  If that
steely spirit was selfless, no matter
how self-powerful to sacrifice for
the country, our country should be
free and we are free from the scold-
ing of the British so that our chil-
dren and the coming generations
get freedom from the slavery of
English, brothers and sisters, how
much for freedom from slavery.  

How many sisters, mother's has
sacrificed their husbands and sons,
out of which we do not even know
millions of anonymous sacrifices.
Today, this elixir of freedom is
being celebrated across the coun-
try from 12th March to remember
them for their sacrifices, their self-
less service to the nation, the spirit
of dying.  Today this program is or-
ganized in your city Malhar, now

you have to decide our young
friends that what we can contribute
for the progress, prosperity and de-
velopment of our country.  Without
all of us, how will the country
progress without the contribution,
so all of you should take a pledge to
do something for the country.
Today the Prime Minister of our
country Narendra Modi is leading
the country for 8 years, he has
given income tax exemption for the
poor, Sukanya Samridhi Yojana,
Janaushadhi Kendra, Smart City,
Metro City, Paid Maternity Leave,
free ration system to the poor.  By
running many public welfare
schemes like Co KCC, Crop support
price, Prime Minister's
Sammannidhi, they are serving

people of every section of the soci-
ety and the country is developing in
every field.  Expressed with the
gusto of the chief guest in the plat-
form of the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav program by the Ministry
of Information and Broadcasting,
he exhorted the youth that the op-
portunity to do something for our
country is very good.  Let's wel-
come you, the program was ad-
dressed by special guest former
minister and Masturi MLA Dr.
Krishnamurti Bandhi, Deputy
Principal Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya CK Sankri, Rahul Singh
Saini of Nehru Yuva Kendra, light-
ing the lamp in the photo of Mother
Didineshwari Devi and garlanded it.
Regional Officer of the Regional

Public Relations Office, Dr.
Premkumar delivered the welcome
address and welcomed the guests
with a bouquet.  

On this occasion, painting ran-
goli, speech, essay and fancy dress
competition were organized for the
students, in which first Ankur
Yadav (Gandhi ji), second Manyata
Sharma (Rani Laxmibai) third
Kumari Prasun Napit (Rani
Laxmibai) in fancy dress competi-
tion.  First K. Pragya Kant of
Rangoli, second K. Preeti, third K.
Sonam Verma, first Pragya Kant in
speech competition, second K.
Anjali Thakur, third principle meas-
ured, first K. Pragya Kant in essay
competition, second K. Anjali Singh
And third Bhuneshwar Prasad, first
Dilip Kumar in painting, second Ku.
Preeti and third Manisha Thakur.  

Head reader Sheshnarayan
Gupta, writer archaeologist branch
postmaster Rajesh Pandey, in-
charge Pracharya Kashiram Rajak,
secretary from the temple commit-
tee, Santosh Kaivart, Ramhari
Kaivart, Dukhram Kaivart, Jatan
Kaivart, Chandu Kaivart were given

a citation for special assistance.
Prizes were given to all the partici-

pating students in the hands of the
chief guest.  The MP appreciated

the children very much that senior
journalist Omprakash Pandey re-

quested the MP to build a grand
museum in Malhar.  

Free of cost veterinary check-up camp held

Central Chronicle News

Anwari, Jun 12: A free
of cost veterinary
camp, vaccination and
high-breed calves
demonstration rally
was organised by the
Animal Husbandry de-
partment in village
Gram Khapri (B), at
Govt Primary Clinic
Silouti in Bhakhara

Sector and here the
Sarpanch Khileshwari
Nishad of Semara (C),
Panchs- Ramsgar Sahu,
Nandini Sahu and vil-
lagers in large number
were present.

In this camp, Dr GP
Suryavanshi (VAS)
Dhamtari gave detailed
information about ani-
mal husbandry man-
agement, about produc-
tion of quality milk and
also about the depart-
mental schemes to the
animal owners.

In this camp, veteri-
nary check-up of 27 ani-

mals was done and 72
were offered medicines
for anti-creamie; 8 were
examined for conceiv-
ing; 2 'Baghiyakaran', 6
'banjh Pashu Upchar',
280 vaccination; blood
samples of 12 were sent
to laboratory.

In this camp from
Vaccination depart-
ment - Manisha Sahu,
SR Sahu,
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Nirmalkar, Yadav and
other employees and
animal owners were
present in large num-
ber.

Three-day training prog held under MSS prog
Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jun 12: A three-
day training programme
was organised at Sankul
Kendra Ganiyari under
'Mukhyamantri Shala
Suraksha' (MSS) pro-
gramme and it was inaugu-
rated by Nodal Principal
and head masters by light-
ing the traditional lamp be-
fore photo of Goddess
Saraswati.

In this training, as train-
er- Lecturer- Taran Singh
Nayak and Sankul Co-ordi-
nator Dushyant Kumar
Bandhey were present.
Ravi Kumar Dheewar held
detailed discussions on
school's safety and ex-
plained the trainees about
what is disaster and how
many types of it are there;
the loss from disasters and
how its loses can be mini-

mized. He explained that
natural disasters means
flooding, earthquake, fire
breakout, snake or Scorpio
bite etc. Further in order to
keep children safe from dis-
asters, the trainers high-
lighted the means in an in-
teresting manner. Master
Trainer Nayak performed a
mock-drill on how to pass
on the benefits to victims of
disaster. He explained as to
how a stretcher can be

made using the un-used ma-
terial lying nearby; how to
bring the unconscious per-
son in state of conscious-
ness and other facilities.
The teachers obtained the
training with full interest
and mental presence. This
training was held under the
guidance of Nodal
Principal and it was attend-
ed by Mr. Patel, Reena
Rajput, Tripti Verma,
Namrata Gaikwad,

Rajeshwari Sahu, Sunita
Verma, Uttara Banjare,
Lokeshwari Dheewar,
Neeta Verma, Tukaram
Chandrakar, Ramkumar
Verma, Manoj Kumar
Yadu, Abhinav Tiwari,
Ram Kumar Dheewar,
Sheshnarayan Verma,
Bhavesh Verma, Madhav
Ram Sahu, Lakhan Lal
Bharadwaj, DK Patel, HK
Chandrakar, Santosh
Kumbhkar and others.

Parmeshwari lays
stone for devp works

Central Chronicle News

AAnnwwaarrii,,  JJuunn  1122::  Gram Panchayat
Bhedsar - Sabhapati-
Parmeshwari Mahendra Sahu laid
stone for various development
works under the 15th Finance
Scheme in Gram Panchayat
Bhedsar of Janpad area No. 18.
Under this sanction was granted
for 'pachari' construction at the
cost of Rs 2.50 lakh in  ward No. 1;
Rs 1.90 lakh for construction of
culvert and Rs 2.10 lakh for open-
ing of 'borewell' for drinking
water facility. 

In this camp, Janpad 'sabhap-
ati' - Paremeshwari Mahendra
Sahu laid stone for the develop-
ment works and assured to ex-
tend all possible support for over-
all development works in the

Janpad area.  It is notable here
that due to activeness on part of
Parmeshwari Sahu that develop-
ment works in the Janpad are
gaining momentum and under her
leadership the works which could
not be done in last 15 yrs of BJP
rule, have started taking place. 

On this occasion Sarpanch
Vikas Sinha said that as & when
the Janpad 'Sabhapati' is given
some demand, she always grants
sanction for continuous develop-
ment of villages. On this occasion
Dy. Sarpanch Bharti Sahu,
Panchs- Durga Sahu, Chandrika
Dhruv, Anita Sahu, Makhan
Dheemar, Chandrika Sahu, and
other noted citizens of the village
were present comprising Lakhan
Lal Sahu, Santosh Yadav, Chandu
Yadav, Manik Badhe and others.

Permanent water supply to
quench thirst of 20 villages

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jun 12: Around
20 villages, reeling under
water scarcity problem,
will be connected in the
Lai Group Water Supply
Scheme under Jal Jeevan
Mission. Giving informa-
tion Executive Engineer
PHE said that 42 hand
pumps are installed in
Nagpur, out of which 40
hand pumps are opera-
tional.

Due to very low water
level in the village, the
running hand pumps are
giving water intermittent-
ly, due to which drinking
water is being supplied.
To solve the problem of
common man, efforts are
being made to supply
water by increasing the

riser pipe 130 feet in hand
pumps.

Apart from this, water
is being supplied from the
railway station of Nagpur
in the areas of Nagpur
Chowk through Chirmiri

Arvadhan Jal Pradya
Yojna.He said that in
order to ensure sustain-
able water supply in
Nagpur and 20 other
drinking water problem
villages, Lai group water

supply scheme costing Rs
20.43 crore has been pre-
pared under Jal Jeevan
Mission. The administra-
tive approval has been re-
ceived for which tender is
being processed.

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jun 12:
President of Sahakari
Samiti and that of
farmer's leader Yogesh
Chandrakar said that if
the state government
wants to take state and its
farmers ahead in the field
of organic manure/
vermi-compost, then it
should provide subsidy for
the organic manure/
vermi-compost directly to
farmer in line with fertil-
izer subsidy.

If subsidy is giving in
vermi-compost, then more
and more farmers will
take up organic farming
and it would hopefully pro-
vide relief to farmers from
the ongoing shortage of
chemical fertilizers from
the central government.

Speaking further
Yogesh Chandrakar said
that in line with subsidy
on fertilizers by the
Agriculture Ministry, sub-
sidy should also be provid-
ed on Potash in line with
DAP and Urea.

Presently the cost of
DAP is Rs 2400 per bag and
which after subsidy from

the central government
comes to Rs 1350 per bag
for the farmer. The Potash
fertilizer available a year
back for Rs 850 per bag is
now being sold in the rage
of Rs 1700-1800 per bag and
it's cost has just doubled.

Farmer's leader Yogesh
said that the way the state
government forms agricul-
ture policy, in the same way
it should form Agriculture
Planning Commission, so
that the farmers of the
state and country can be
made economically strong
and able to withstand the
loss or damage due to un-
seasonal rains.

Chandrakar suspecting
the role of commission in
the subsidy being provid-
ed charged that the compa-
nies are being provided
subsidy on account of the

same. The way the tractor
and other agriculture
equipments are available
in the open market on cash
purchase, in the same way
in order to provide sub-
sidy or loan on the same
material, it is being sold by
10-20% higher rate.

Presently the farmers in
the state and in entire
country are facing finan-
cial crisis and in order to
pass on the relief to farm-
ers, all the agriculture
equipments and materials
related to farming and
agriculture be made free
from all taxes including
GST. At the same time,
when tax is being charged
that arrangement for sales
or purchase be made by in-
cluding the actual produc-
tion cost for any crop by
the farmers.
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‘Govt should pay subsidy in vermi-compost’
If the govt wants to take farmers ahead in the field of organic farming

Yogesh Chandrakar

Village Barbaspur
has been included in
the Lai group water
supply scheme under
Jal Jeevan Mission. At
present 47 hand pumps
are installed in village
Barbaspur, out of
which 46 hand pumps
are operational and 1
hand pump is closed,
whose improvement
work is being done.

There is no problem
of falling ground water
level in village
Barbaspur due to
which drinking water
is easily available.
Similarly, there are 27
hand pumps in
Sonvarsha village and
04 hand pumps are in-
stalled in Cachar Para,
and in addition to this,

pure drinking water
has been provided by
installing 01 new hand
pump in Parasapara of
the same village about
04 months ago.Apart
from this, 45, 43, 07, 45,
13 hand pumps are in-
stalled and operational
in village Lai, Semra,
Bunji, Harra, and
Chiraipani respectively.
There is no problem of
depleting ground water
level in these villages.
Sufficient drinking
water is available from
hand pumps.

All these villages
have been included in
the Lai Group Water
Supply Scheme under
Jal Jeevan Mission to
provide sustainable
water supply.

Villages included 
in the Lai Group Water

Supply Scheme

BCC offers rich tributes Pt. VC Shukla

Central Chronicle News

Kharora, Jun 12: The of-
fice bearers and Congmen
of BCC Kharora offered
rich tributes to martyr of
Jheeram Ghati massacre
and well-known political
leader Pt. Vidya Charan
Shukla on occasion of his
in Martyrdom day at
MLA's office in Kharora.

On this occasion BCC
President Kharora
Saurabh Mishra said that
there was a time when
Chhattisgarh was known
with special reference of

Pt. Vidya Charan Shukla
in the entire country.
Formation of Raipur
Doordarshan Kendra in
Raipur is one of his gifts.

In this programme BCC
President Saurabh
Mishra, Arvind
Dewangan, former
President Nagar
Panchayat Kharora;
Shashank Shekhar
Chandrakar in-Charge
Gen. Secy. Kharora; corpo-
rator Surendra Mandaldas
Gilhare, Bharat
Kumbhkar, office in-
charge Dhanesh Ram

Verma, Sewadal Block
President Shyam Lal
Baghel, Mahila Congress-
Sarojini Verma, corpora-
tor's rep Sant Navrange,
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Dewangan BCC general
secy. 'Vyavastha' in-charge;
Ganga Verma, Sita
Chouhan, Sandeep Sahu,
Mukesh Thakur, Raju
Gaikwad, Khilu Sahu,
Mukesh Sahu, Yudhisthir
Patel, Rohit Veram,
Surendra Gendre, Sanju
Verma and other party
workers of BCC were pres-
ent in large number.

On occasion of his martyrdom day

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav program concludes

ROHTANG TOURISM

Tourists visit Atal Tunnel, Rohtang, near Manali, Sunday.

TRAWLING BAN

A fishing boat being transported through a goods carrier vehicle to Vizhinjam fishing harbour amid the annual
trawling ban, in Thiruvananthapuram, Sunday.
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BRIEF

Chemical blast 
 Hyderabad: A 32-year-

old man died while his
father was injured
here on Sunday in a
suspected blast trig-
gered while they were
cleaning a chemical
can, police said. The
incident happened
under Afzalgunj police
station limits in the
city when the duo was
cleaning a can contain-
ing liquid chemical
with water and dispos-
ing the waste into a
manhole in front of
their house when
there was a sudden ex-
plosion resulting in
the man’s death on the
spot and injury to his
father, they said.

Major reshuffle
 Chennai: As part of a

major reshuffle, Tamil
Nadu Health Secretary
J Radhakrishnan was
on Sunday shifted to
Food Department,
with the government
transferring a total of
37 IAS officials. S K
Prabakar, Additional
Chief Secretary, Home,
Prohibition and Excise
Department is posted
as Additional Chief
Secretary /
Commissioner of
Revenue
Administration. K
Phanindra Reddy,
Additional Chief
Secretary/Commissio
ner, Commercial Taxes
has replaced Prabakar
in the Home
Department.

Car catches fire 
 Sultanpur:A moving

BMW car suddenly
caught fire on
Lucknow-Varanasi
highway here, forcing
the driver to jump out of
it to save his life,police
said on Sunday.
According to eyewit-
nesses, the incident had
taken at around 11.30
pm on Saturday.Some
local residents placed
barricades on the road
to signal other vehicles
passing through about
the burning car.
Fire tenders were called
to put out the blaze,po-
lice said.

Scrub typhus 
 Thiruvananthapuram:

A 38-year-old woman
on Sunday died at the
government medical
college hospital here
due to scrub typhus,
the second death due
to the disease in the
last three days.
Thiruvananthapuram
native Subitha who
died this morning was
admitted on June 10,
hospital authorities
told PTI. “She was
brought here on June
10, but died early this
morning. As of now,
we don’t have any sim-
ilar case,” a senior hos-
pital source told PTI.

Woman killed 
 Siliguri (WB): A 50-

year-old woman was
killed and her husband
injured when their
two-wheeler was hit by
a state-run bus in
Siliguri in West Bengal
on Sunday, police said.
The incident happened
on Asian Highway-2
near Noukaghat
bridge in Kaoakhali in
New Jalpaiguri police
station area, they said.
The scooter was hit
from behind, following
which the woman who
was riding pillion fell
and went under the
wheels of the bus,
police said.

A peacock drinks water,
flowing from a tap to

quench his thirst on a hot
summer day, in New Delhi,

Sunday.

Malkangiri (Odisha),
Jun 12 (PTI): As many as
295 active Maoist militia
members unarmed vil-
lagers who act as sympa-
thisers, informers and aid
of the red rebels surren-
dered before the Odisha
Police in Swabhiman
Anchal of Malkangiri dis-
trict, Director General of
Police (DGP) S K Bansal
said on Sunday.

The militia, comprising
members of Gana Natya
Sangha and village com-
mittees, includes both men
and women who hail from
Dhakadpadar, Dabuguda,
Taber and Arlingpada vil-
lages in Jantri gram pan-
chayat area under the ju-
risdiction of Jodambo
Police Station.

They voluntarily came
to a BSF camp in Jantri
and surrendered before
Odisha Police in the pres-
ence of Malkangiri dis-
trict administration on
Saturday afternoon, the
DGP said. The militia

members are not cadres of
the banned CPI (Maoist)
outfit but act as their
“helping hands”, Bansal
said.

The surrendered militia
members were involved in
arson incidents, hoisting
of black flags, burning of
vehicles, enforcing boycott
of elections, arranging
food and logistics for
Maoists, passing informa-
tion about movement of
security forces, and threat-
ening and assaulting inno-
cent tribals branded as
“police informers” and
forcing them to leave their
homes, he said.

The villagers claimed
they were “misled” by
Maoists, and they were en-
couraged by the surrender
of 50 militia members on
June 2 this year, the DGP
said. “Seeing the govern-
ment’s development work
in the region, they decided
to join the mainstream
and lead a peaceful life,”
he said. The surrendered

militia members burnt
Maoist uniforms and
raised slogans against
them. They performed
“Dhemsa” (local folk
dance) at the camp and
took part in a feast organ-
ised by the police and the
administration on the oc-
casion.

The administration dis-
tributed MGNREGA job
cards and pension cards,
and the police gave out
sports equipment to the
surrendered militia mem-
bers.

“We appeal to the
Maoists to return to the
mainstream and lead a
peaceful life,” the DGP
added.

Swabhiman Anchal in
Chitrakonda block of
Malkangiri was earlier a
“cut-off ” area and a
Maoist hotbed. Red rebels
from Andhra Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh used to take
shelter in the region after
committing crimes in the
neighbouring states.

Nearly 300 Maoist militia members
surrender before Odisha Police

Indore, Jun 12 (PTI):

Hope is the last thing
that one loses, it is said,
and a 62-year-old real es-
tate businessman from
Indore in Madhya
Pradesh is perhaps on a
mission to prove that.

Despite having lost his
security deposit 17 times
earlier in different elec-
tions, the sexagenerian
has filed his nomination
paper for the mayoral
elections in Indore sched-
uled next month.

In fact, the family of
this businessman -
Parmanand Tolani - with
a non-political back-
ground is known for its
unique tradition of con-
testing elections for two

generations without any
electoral victory and con-
stantly losing deposits
every time.

Officials said that
Tolani filed his nomina-
tion on Saturday as an in-
dependent candidate for
the post of mayor in
Indore Municipal
Corporation, for which
polling is to be held on
July 6.

Talking to PTI on
Sunday, Tolani, popularly
known as “Indori
Dhartipakad”, said,
“This will be the 18th
election of my life as a
candidate. I have contest-
ed a total of 17 elections.
They included polls for
the post of mayor, as well
as Lok Sabha and

Assembly elections.” The
real estate businessman
said that despite forfei-
ture of deposits every
time, he has not given up
and continues to follow
his “family tradition” by
contesting elections
again.

“My father, Metharam
Tolani, fought different
elections continuously
for 30 years during his
lifetime. After his death
in 1988, I started contest-
ing elections from 1989
onwards,” he said.

He said that he had
once fielded his wife
Laxmi Tolani in the civic
elections as the mayoral
candidate, then the seat
was reserved for women
candidates.

Defeat no deterrent

Indore’s elderly businessman in poll fray
again despite losing deposit 17 times

Chandigarh, Jun 12 (PTI):

Congress leader and
Rajya Sabha MP Ranjeet
Ranjan alleged on Sunday
that the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) sum-
monses issued to Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi and
her son Rahul Gandhi
were part of the BJP-led
Centre’s “tactic to muzzle
the voice of the opposition
and divert public attention
from issues like inflation,
unemployment and the de-
teriorating security situa-
tion in Kashmir”.

The ED has summoned
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi to appear in con-
nection with a money-
laundering case linked to
the National Herald news-
paper-AJL issue. Ranjan
claimed that the sum-
monses were legally and

technically untenable as
no case could be made out
against the Congress lead-
ers since there was no fi-
nancial transaction any-
where. Referring to the
National Herald case, she
said the Congress had
bailed out the newspaper,
which was incurring huge
losses.

Ranjan said of the Rs 90
crore, Rs 67 crore were
paid to the employees
under the voluntary retire-
ment scheme (VRS) and as
gratuity and the remain-
ing amount was paid as
rent, electricity charges
and a certain amount was
also paid to the govern-
ment, which the company
owed to it. The Congress
leader alleged that it is a
clear case of “vendetta
and harassment” as the
BJP’s policy is to “either

make people join it or un-
leash various central
agencies like the CBI and
the ED on their political
opponents”. She said the
Congress and its leaders
cannot be cowed down by
such harassment. “We will
face it legally while at the
same time, will not let you
(BJP) off the hook and will
continue to oppose and ex-
pose you,” Ranjan said.

The Congress will keep
maintaining its pressure
on the Centre and draw
public attention towards
its wrongdoings, she
added. Ranjan alleged that
leaders from opposition
parties such as the
Congress, the Shiv Sena,
the DMK, the TMC and the
NCP are “selectively being
targeted and harassed by
misusing the CBI and the
ED”.

ED summonses to Sonia, Rahul 
attempt to silence opposition: Cong MP

Ahmedabad, Jun 12 (PTI):

Days after dissolving its
organisational structure
in Gujarat, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) on
Sunday announced the list
of its new office-bearers
in the restructured unit,
and said it is ready for a
direct fight with the rul-
ing BJP in the Assembly
elections due in December
this year.

During the AAP’s re-
cent ‘parivartan yatra’
and village-level meets,
lakhs of people joined the
party and more than
30,000 people took its ac-
tive membership, AAP’s
Gujarat in-charge
Sandeep Pathak claimed
while talking to reporters
here. The Aam Aadmi
Party had on Wednesday

said its Gujarat organisa-
tional structure was dis-
solved to restructure the
party unit with an aim to
defeat the BJP, which has
been in power in the state
for over two decades.

Pathak said the “idea
behind the dissolution
was to accommodate new
members in the expanded
family, and to reorganise
the party before the
Assembly polls”.

This time, the political
fight is going to be be-
tween the BJP and the
AAP, he claimed, and said
“with the public support-
ing us, the new AAP or-
ganisation will be able to
fulfil their expectations
for a change.”

A total of 850 AAP mem-
bers have found the place
in the restructured organ-

isation in Gujarat, as per
the list release by the
party.

The AAP has appointed
Kishor Desai as the state
president (frontal organi-
sation), Manoj Sorathiya
as state general secretary,
and Kailash Gadhvi as
treasurer.

The party has also ap-
pointed Isudan Gadhvi as
its national joint general
secretary and Indranil
Rajguru as the national
joint secretary.

The AAP has also ap-
pointed presidents and
vice presidents of various
wings, secretaries, joint
secretaries at the state
level, Lok Sabha and dis-
trict pramukhs, and
Vidhan Sabha sangathan
mantris, according to the
list.

AAP restructures Gujarat
unit ahead of Assembly polls

New Delhi, Jun 12 ( PTI):

A team of the National
Monuments Authority will
visit ancient monuments,
especially those bordering
Tibet-China region of
Arunachal Pradesh, to find
out places of indigenous
faith which connect the
state with the rest of India.

The team will visit the
state between June 14 and
18. “The team will also
meet local tribal leaders to
find out places of indige-
nous faith which connect
Arunachal Pradesh with
other parts of the nation
through legends and ver-
bal history,” a statement
from the Culture Ministry
said on Sunday.

The full team of NMA
will comprise two mem-
bers — Hemraj
Kamdarand and Professor

Kailash Rao — in addition
to its Chairman Tarun
Vijay. Vijay said that it goes
to the credit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
who initiated an annual
yatra from Arunachal to
Porbandar in Gujarat,
strengthening the cultural
threads woven around the
legacy of Rukmini.

He said that Arunachal
Pradesh has lagged behind
in the area of heritage pro-
tection and enlisting of
new monuments in cen-
trally-protected list of na-
tional archaeological sites.

“The stream of the local
indigenous faiths and their
monuments, tangible and
intangible heritage con-
necting them to the west-
ern most coast in Gujarat
and other parts of India
has remained relatively un-
noticed and unrecognized.

National Monuments 
Authority team to visit Arunachal

from June 14-18
New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI):

Delhi Lt Governor V K
Saxena, along with Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
and Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia, on Sunday visited
the Asola-Bhatti Mines
forest area and directed of-
ficials to prepare a master
plan for developing the
area into a world class eco-
tourism destination, said
an official statement.

Saxena directed the offi-
cials to prepare within 30
days a master plan for de-
veloping the large abun-
dant pits into reservoirs
for collecting rain, flood
and storm water, recharg-
ing groundwater and en-
hancing the area into a
world class eco-tourism
destination, the statement
added. The move comes
after the LG’s earlier visit

on May 31. The master
plan will be prepared by a
committee of officers of
the concerned depart-
ments in consultation
with experts and institu-
tions.

The eco-tourism compo-
nent of the master plan
will include provisions of
creating butterfly trails,
wildlife trails, cycle tracks,
walking tracks, bird-
watching spots and rope-
ways, amongst others.

The statement said that
Saxena, Kejriwal and
Sisodia were in unison on
the desirability of develop-
ing the 14 pits (four large
and 10 small), with a hold-
ing capacity of more than
800 million gallons of
water, into reservoirs that
would help recharge the
national capital’s ground-
water.

Delhi LG directs for developing
Asola-Bhatti Mines forest 

area into eco-tourism destination

Ahmedabad, Jun 12 (PTI):

A patrolling team of
the Border Security Force
(BSF) recovered 10 pack-
ets containing charas,
likely to have washed
ashore from Pakistan,
from an island off Jakhau
coast near Gujarat’s
Kutch district on Sunday,
officials said.

The charas, which was
found in packets with
‘Cobra brand Kohinoor
basmati rice’ written on
them, was recovered from
Varaya Thar Bet in
Karmatha off Jakhau
coast, the BSF said in a re-
lease.

“These charas packets
likely to have washed
ashore from the Pakistan
side and reached the
Indian coast. So far since
May 20, 2022, a total of
1,516 similar packets of

the drug have been recov-
ered by the BSF and other
agencies,” it said.

On several occasions in
the past, the BSF, local po-
lice, Indian Coast Guard
(ICG), and the Customs of-
ficials have recovered
packets off Jakhau coast
and Creek area.

This comes nearly a
week after the security
agencies and the police in
Kutch district similarly
recovered 49 packets of
heroin worth Rs 250 crore
after they washed ashore
in the creek area of the
Arabian sea near Jakhau.

The Gujarat Anti
Terrorist Squad (ATS)
later confirmed that the
packets were part of the
consignment being smug-
gled on a Pakistani boat
that was recently appre-
hended by the ICG and the
ATS in a joint operation.

BSF recovers 10 charas
packets at island off coast

Malappuram/Kozhikod,
Jun 12 (PTI): Congress
and BJP continued their
protests seeking the resig-
nation of Kerala Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan
over the allegations made
by Swapna Suresh, a key
accused in the gold-smug-
gling through diplomatic
bags case, by waving black
flags at him in various
parts of Malappuram and
Kozhikode districts of the
State. While the police had
put in place elaborate secu-
rity measures, including
ensuring no one wears
black masks or clothes to
the Chief Minister’s func-
tions in the two districts,
TV channels showed visu-
als of protestors in small
numbers waving black
flags at Vijayan’s cavalcade
at some places as he sped
from one location to anoth-

er. TV channels showed
also members of the pub-
lic, who had gone to attend
an event in Kozhikode
where the Chief Minister
would be present, being
asked by the police to re-
move their black masks
and wear the yellow ones
provided by the agency.
When asked why such elab-
orate security arrange-
ments for the Chief
Minister and why a prohi-
bition on black apparel,
LDF convener E P
Jayarajan, while speaking
to reporters, asked “why
the insistence on wearing
black masks or shirts?”

“Were you wearing black
masks till now? Shouldn’t a
Chief Minister have prop-
er security, especially when
people are walking around
with sticks and swords”
were his response.

Gold-smuggling case:
Congress, BJP continue protests

against Kerala CM
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BALI ARTS FESTIVAL

Female dancers perform during the opening of Bali Arts Festival in Bali, Indonesia, Sunday, June 12. The island of
Bali is currently holding a month-long annual Bali Arts Festival from June 12.

BRIEF

Soldier killed 
Islamabad: A
Pakistani soldier was
killed during an ex-
change of fire with
militants in the tribal
district of North
Waziristan near the
Afghan border, the
military said Sunday.
The shootout took
place in the Datta Khel
area and security
forces quickly started
a search-and-clear-
ance operation to lo-
cate militants who
fled, the military said
in a statement. No mil-
itant group immedi-
ately claimed respon-
sibility. The militant
Pakistani Taliban re-
cently extended a
cease-fire agreement
and are holding talks
with Pakistani 
authorities.

Nine arrested
Hong Kong: Chinese
authorities arrested
nine people on suspi-
cion of violently as-
saulting several
women at a restaurant
after surveillance
footage of the attack
sparked widespread
outrage. Footage from
a barbecue restaurant
in Tangshan in north-
ern Hebei province,
time stamped 2.40 am
on Friday, showed one
of the men approach-
ing a table where a
party of four women
were seated and plac-
ing his hand on a
woman’s back. She re-
buffed him several
times before he flew
into a rage and
slapped her, prompt-
ing her to fight back.

Coptic priest
Cairo: An Egyptian
court Saturday sen-
tenced a man to die for
the April stabbing
death of a Coptic
Christian priest in an
attack that shocked
the Arab world’s most
populous nation.
Nehru Tawfiq, 60, was
convicted in
Alexandria criminal
court of murder for
killing 56-year-old
priest Arsanious
Wadid and illegal pos-
session of a knife. His
lawyers had argued
that the killing was
not deliberate. Tawfiq
can appeal the verdict.
Wadid was killed at a
popular seaside prom-
enade in the
Mediterranean city of
Alexandria in April.
Investigators found
that Tawfiq was an
Islamist with an ex-
tremist background.

Libya elections
Cairo: Libyan offi-
cials returned to the
Egyptian capital
Sunday for a third
round of talks on con-
stitutional amend-
ments for elections.
The North African na-
tion once again finds
itself at a political im-
passe with two rival
administrations
claiming legitimacy.
The talks in Cairo
come on the heels of
clashes between rival
militias that caused
residents of the
Libyan capital of
Tripoli to panic and re-
vived nightmares of
previous bouts of
fighting in the chaos-
stricken nation.

Birth anniversary
Beijing: The poetry
and music of Nobel
laureate
Rabindranath Tagore
and Bangladesh’s na-
tional poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam resonat-
ed the Indian embassy
here as fans and fol-
lowers of the
renowned poets cele-
brated their works at
a joint get-together or-
ganised by the mis-
sions of both the
countries.

Geneva, Jun 12:  

The head of the World
Trade Organisation pre-
dicted a bumpy and
rocky” road as the trade
body opened its highest-
level meeting in 4-1/2
years Sunday, with issues
like pandemic prepared-
ness, food insecurity
against the backdrop of
Russia’s war in Ukraine
and overfishing of the
world’s seas on the agen-

da. At a time when some
experts question WTO’s
future and relevance,
Director-General Ngozi
Okonjo-Iweala hopes the
meeting involving more
than 120 ministers from
the organization’s 164
member countries yields
progress toward reducing
inequality and ensuring
fair and free trade. Okonjo-
Iweala acknowledged the
Geneva-based trade body
needs reform, The road

will be bumpy and rocky.
There may be a few land-
mines on the way, Okonjo-
Iweala told reporters
Sunday before the opening
of the four-day meeting.
We’ll have to navigate
those landmines and see
how we can successfully
land one or two deliver-
ables. The WTO chief in-
sisted that trade has lifted
1 billion people out of
poverty, but poorer coun-
tries - and poor people in
richer ones - are often left
behind. She pointed to the
food emergency caused by
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, where blockaded
ports have impeded ex-
ports of between 22 mil-
lion to 25 million tons of
grain from a key
European breadbasket.
Ministers at the meeting
will consider whether to
commit to lifting or easing
export restrictions on food
to help alleviate pressures
on countries facing a
shortage of wheat, fertiliz-
er and other products be-
cause of the war.

WTO chief sees ‘bumpy’ road as
ministers work to reach deals

WTO Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala speaks before
the opening of the 12th Ministerial Conference at the
headquarters of the World Trade Organization in Geneva,
Switzerland, Sunday, June 12.

Colombo, Jun 12: 

The Sri Lankan gov-
ernment plans to intro-
duce a fuel rationing
scheme from next month,
under which registered
consumers at filling sta-
tions would be guaran-
teed a weekly quota, a sen-
ior minister said on
Sunday.

The island nation has
been experiencing long
lines for fuel refilling
since mid-February with
pressure coming on the
diesel supplies for ther-
mal power generation. By
early April, the island was
experiencing 10-hour
power cuts due to short-
ages of diesel and furnace
oil for power generation.
We have no choice but to
register consumers at fill-
ing stations and give them

a guaranteed weekly
quota until we are able to
strengthen the financial
situation, restore 24 Hour
Power and a steady
Supply of fuel. I hope to
have this system in place
by the 1st week of July,
Energy Minister
Kanchana Wijesekera

tweeted on Sunday. The
minister said that the sup-
ply of fuel should be man-
aged until there is a
round-the-clock 24-hour
uninterrupted supply of
electricity and fuel. This
paucity has led to reports
of stockpiling and hoard-
ing of fuel. Wijesekera

hoped that this measure
of imposing a fuel quota
would go a long way in ad-
dressing the crisis.

With the financial re-
strictions in place, the
Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation imports fuel
to manage for a week, but
some consumers stockpile
fuel for a month or more
for their machinery and
generators, he said in an-
other tweet. He said that
24-hour power supply
costs an additional USD
100 million monthly for
diesel, furnace oil and
naptha. The shortage in
gas supply has increased
the demand for electricity
and kerosene, and the
monthly fuel bill that was
USD 200 million four
months ago, now stands at
USD 550 million, the min-
ister added.

Sri Lanka to introduce guaranteed weekly fuel quota
For consumers at filling stations from next month

People wait in a long queues to buy fuel for their vehicles
at a filling station in Colombo, Sri Lanka, Saturday.

Paris, Jun 12:

French voters are
choosing lawmakers in a
parliamentary election
Sunday as President
Emmanuel Macron seeks
to secure his majority
while under growing
threat from a leftist coali-
tion. More than 6,000 can-
didates, ranging in age
from 18 to 92, are running
for 577 seats in the
National Assembly in the
first round of the election.
Those who receive the
most votes will advance to
the decisive second round
on June 19.

Following Macron’s re-
election in May, his cen-
trist coalition is seeking
an absolute majority that
would enable it to imple-
ment his campaign prom-
ises, which include tax
cuts and raising the retire-
ment age from 62 to 65. But
the latest opinion polls

suggest Macron and his al-
lies may have trouble win-
ning over half of the par-
liamentary seats. A gov-
ernment with a large, but
not absolute majority
would still be able to rule,
but only by bargaining
with legislators. The main
opposition force appears

to be a newly-created coali-
tion made up of leftists,
greens and communists
led by hard-left figure
Jean-Luc M lenchon. M
lenchon urged voters to
give his coalition a majori-
ty and thereby force
Macron to name him as
prime minister, which

would prompt a situation
called cohabitation.” The
leftists’ platform includes
a significant minimum
wage increase, lowering
the retirement age to 60
and locking in energy
prices. Though
Melenchon’s coalition
could win more than 200
seats, current projections
give the left little chance of
winning a majority.
Macron and his allies are
expected to win between
260 and 320 seats, accord-
ing to the latest polls. The
two-round voting system
is complex and not propor-
tionate to the nationwide
support for a party.
Lawmakers are elected by
district. The parliamen-
tary election is traditional-
ly a difficult race for the
French far-right’s candi-
dates, as rivals tend to step
aside in the second round
to improve the chances of
another contender.

France holds parliamentary election in vital test for Macron
French President

Emmanuel Macron
casts his vote followed

by his wife Brigitte
Macron in the first

round of French parlia-
mentary election at a
polling station in Le
Touquet, northern

France, Sunday June 12.

Washington, Jun 12:  

An Indian spiritual
leader has met US
President Joe Biden and
suggested introducing
peace education in
American schools to tack-
le the rising incidents of
gun violence in the coun-
try. Jain leader Acharya
Lokesh Muni, who is cur-
rently on a month-long
trip to the US, met
President Biden in Los
Angeles last week on the
sidelines of a Democratic
Party event. The problem
is not only guns, but the
problem is with the mind-
set, the real solution is to
train that mindset inside
our brain, Muni told
Biden during the meeting.
We need to introduce
Peace Education’ from the

primary level itself, and if
we are successful in doing
this, then we will find a
permanent solution, he
asserted. On May 24, a
gunman stormed into an
elementary school in
Uvalde, Texas, killing 19
children and two teach-
ers, in the deadliest school
shooting in the US in
nearly a decade. Since
that massacre, several
celebrities from different
walks in life have ap-
pealed for ensuring gun
responsibility in the US.
But Muni offered a differ-
ent take on this complex,

deep-rooted and multi-
faceted issue. Gun is only
an instrument, it is a tool,
the real problem is the
human brain. I am not
saying this only being an
Indian monk or a Jain
saint. It is a scientific
truth, medical science
also accepts that it if the
student’s sympathetic
nervous system is more
active than either the
parasympathetic nervous
system, he or she will ei-
ther go into an inferiority
complex or become so ag-
gressive as seen by stu-
dents shooting several
people in Texas and at the
University of Virginia, he
explained.

Gun violence is a lead-
ing cause of premature
death in the US. Guns kill
more than 38,000 people
and cause nearly 85,000 in-
juries each year, accord-
ing to the American
Public Health
Association.

Indian spiritual leader meets President Biden
 Suggests peace 

education’ to tackle
gun violence in US

London, Jun 12:

Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth II on Sunday
overtook Thailand’s King
to become the world’s sec-
ond-longest reigning
monarch in history, after
France’s Louis XIV. The
UK has been celebrating
the 96-year-old Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee to mark
70 years of service to the
nation with grand events
taking place last weekend.
Now she has overtaken
Thailand’s King Bhumibol
Adulyadej, who reigned
for 70 years and 126 days
between 1927 and 2016, to
set another record. Louis
XIV of France remains the
longest-reigning monarch,
with a 72-year and 110-day
reign from 1643 until 1715.
Crowned in 1953, Queen
Elizabeth II became the

longest-serving British
monarch in September
2015, surpassing her great-
great grandmother Queen
Victoria. After four days of
royal parades, street par-
ties, pageantry and other
events held across the UK
and the Commonwealth to
mark the Platinum Jubilee
milestone, the monarch
thanked the nation in a let-
ter, saying that she had
been “humbled and deeply
touched”, and that “this
renewed sense of together-

ness will be felt for many
years to come”. “When it
comes to how to mark 70
years as your Queen, there
is no guidebook to follow.
It really is a first, the letter
read. “But I have been
humbled and deeply
touched that so many peo-
ple have taken to the
streets to celebrate my
Platinum Jubilee,” she
said. The Queen has been
hit with some age-related
mobility problems and
chose to miss some of the
events, with her son and
heir Prince Charles and
second in line Prince
William and close ranks of
the royal family joining.
But she did appear on the
balcony of Buckingham
Palace at the end of the
Jubilee Pageant as the ex-
tended Bank Holiday
weekend drew to a close.

Britain’s Queen becomes world’s
second-longest reigning monarch

Kyiv, Jun 12: 

Ukrainian and British
officials warned  that
Russian forces are relying
on weapons able to cause
mass casualties as they
try to make headway in
capturing eastern
Ukraine and fierce, pro-
longed fighting depletes
resources on both sides.
Russian bombers have
likely been launching
heavy 1960s-era anti-ship
missiles in Ukraine, the
UK Defence Ministry said.
The Kh-22 missiles were
primarily designed to de-
stroy aircraft carriers
using a nuclear warhead.
When used in ground at-
tacks with conventional
warheads, they are highly
inaccurate and therefore
can cause severe collateral
damage and casualties,

the ministry said. Both
sides have expended large
amounts of weaponry in
what has become a grind-
ing war of attrition for the
eastern region of coal
mines and factories
known as the Donbas,
placing huge strains on
their resources and stock-
piles. Russia is likely
using the 5.5-tonne (6.1-
ton) anti-ship missiles be-
cause it is running short
of more precise modern
missiles, the British min-
istry said. It gave no de-
tails of where exactly
such missiles are thought
to have been deployed. As
Russia also sought to con-
solidate its hold over terri-
tory seized so far in the
108-day war, the U.S. de-
fense secretary said
Moscow’s invasion of
Ukraine is what happens

when oppressors trample
the rules that protect us
all. It’s what happens
when big powers decide
that their imperial ap-
petites matter more than
the rights of their peace-
ful neighbours, Lloyd
Austin said during a visit
to Asia. And it’s a preview
of a possible world of
chaos and turmoil that
none of us would want to
live in. A Ukrainian gover-
nor accused Russia of
using incendiary weapons
in a village in the eastern
province of Luhansk,
southwest of the fiercely
contested cities of
Sievierodonetsk and
Lysychansk. While the
use of flamethrowers on
the battlefield is legal,
Luhansk Gov. Serhii
Haidai alleged the
overnight attacks in

Vrubivka caused wide-
spread damage to civilian
facilities and an unknown
number of victims. “At
night, the enemy used a
flamethrower rocket sys-
tem - many houses burnt
down, Haidai wrote on
Telegram on Saturday. His
claim could not be imme-
diately verified.
Sievierodonetsk and
neighboring Lysychansk
are the last major areas of
Luhansk remaining
under Ukrainian control.
Haidai said Russian forces
destroyed railway depots,
a brick factory and a glass
factory. The Ukrainian
army said Saturday that
Russian forces also were
to launch an offensive on
the city of Sloviansk in
Donetsk province, which
together with Luhansk
makes up the Donbas,

Ukraine: Russia said to be using more deadly weapons in war

Singapore, Jun 12:

China and India are
neighbours and maintain-
ing a good relationship
meets the interests of both
countries, Chinese
Defence Minister General
Wei Fenghe said on
Sunday, stressing that the
two nations are working
together for peace along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC). Addressing the
Shangri-La Dialogue here,
Wei also called for peace-
ful means for settling terri-
torial disputes including
those in the South China
Sea. China and India are
neighbours and maintain-
ing a good relationship
meets the interests of both
countries. And that is
what we are working on,

he stressed. On a question
about conflict on the Line
of Actual Control (LAC)
with India, Wei said: We
have had 15 rounds of
talks at commander level
with the Indians and we
are working together for
peace in this area.” Wei
was responding to a ques-
tion by Dr Tanvi Madan,
director of The India

Project at the Brookings
Institution, a US think
tank. Madan had asked the
minister to explain why
the People’s Liberation
Army (PLA) two years ago
had unilaterally moved to
change the status quo at
multiple points at the LAC
with India, reasons that
led to a military clash, the
first in 45 years between
the two countries, and
steps that were in viola-
tion of agreements that
Beijing-Delhi had careful-
ly negotiated over 25 years.

The Indian and Chinese
troops have been locked in
a tense border standoff in
eastern Ladakh since May
5, 2020, when a violent
clash between the two
sides erupted in the
Pangong lake area.

Maintaining good relationship meets interests of
both India and China: Chinese Defence Minister

T he accelerating loss of
other species around

the globe is so extensive that
many experts now refer to it
as the sixth mass extinction.
It’s driven in large part by an
unprecedented loss of vital
ecosystems such as forests
and wetlands, the result of so-
cial and economic systems
that are focused on constant
growth. The latest UN
Biodiversity Conference,
COP15, the second session of
which is due to take place in
October 2022, aims to imple-
ment ambitious measures for
stemming biodiversity loss.
The ultimate goal is to estab-
lish harmony between hu-
mans and nature by 2050.

However, in a recent aca-
demic article, we argue that
key players such as the body
of conservation scientists that
produces reports on biodiver-
sity for the UN, continue to
prioritise human wellbeing
above all else. This prioritisa-
tion may stem from an anthro-
pocentric culture that typical-
ly considers humans to be sep-
arate from and of greater
value than other species.

To effectively address our
extinction crisis, we argue
that we need more than mere-
ly technical advances or poli-

cies that remain mired in an-
thropocentric assumptions.
Rather, we need fundamental
changes in how we view and
value nature and other
species.

Human supremacy
Anthropocentrism results

in the treatment of other
species and nature as objects
and resources for human
ends. This assumption still
underlies the way many peo-
ple approach conservation.

In environmental science
and resource management,
the concepts of “natural re-
sources” and “ecosystem serv-
ices” reflect the prevailing an-
thropocentric approach for as-
sessing natural value, espe-
cially through cost-benefit
economic analyses.

Such approaches ask how
much a given natural entity,
such as a forest or an animal
species, is worth, and then at-
tempt to assign a monetary
value to it. Policies based on
trading carbon credits or pay-
ing countries for not clearing
their forests are examples of
this.

Biodiversity scientists 
are still human-centred
COP15 will be partly in-

formed by the work of the
Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on
Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services (IPBES), conserva-
tion scientists’ equivalent of
the IPCC group of climate sci-
entists. The IPBES’s most re-
cent Global Assessment of
Biodiversity and Ecosystem
Services, published in 2019,
promotes the term “nature’s
contributions to people” as a
more inclusive framework for
capturing natural value be-
yond mere economic indica-

tors.
The stated aim is to empha-

sise that nature and other
species are “not just com-
modities”, and to highlight na-
ture’s range of contributions,
both material and non-materi-
al, to “the quality of life for
people”.

The report is commendable
for attempting to include a
wider range of environmental
worldviews and values as a
basis for biodiversity conser-
vation. We maintain, however,
that its approach remains
human-centered. Non-human
species are still valued only
instrumentally, in terms of
what they can provide for us.
The relationship between peo-
ple and natural entities is still
centred around other species’
perceived utility for helping
humans live the “good life”.
There is no explicit reference
to the good lives of our earth
kin, to what they might need
to thrive.

The report also fails to advo-
cate for the inherent value of
all Earthly inhabitants. We be-
lieve this is a profound flaw
for any platform that seeks to
promote the fundamental cul-
tural transformations re-
quired to meet the UN’s “har-
mony with nature” goal by
2050.

Towards ecocentric 
conservation

An alternative would be to
broaded the focus of conserva-
tion science and policy from
“ecosystem services” and “na-
ture’s contributions to people”
to explicitly include peoples’
moral obligations to nature.
We argue that this would re-
quire a shift towards ecocen-
trism, a moral point of view
in which every species and

ecosystem type is seen as hav-
ing intrinsic value.

This kind of moral senti-
ment, which rests on lots of
religious and philosophical
work, means in essence that
non-human organisms and
environmental systems have
value in and of themselves,
not merely as means to
human ends. From this per-
spective, we would ask not
only what nature can do for
us, but also how we can con-
tribute to the health and re-
silience of the entire bios-
phere and all of the living
things that animate it. With
this approach we would also
ask how we can ensure that
other species have what they
need to have a “good life” too.

From resources to kin
Motives matter. If we con-

tinue to value nature and
other species based only on
what they can provide for us,
we won’t be able to radically
transform our relationship
with them. Their lives are
priceless, and their loss can-
not be quantified or recov-
ered. After all, extinction is
forever. Their proliferating ab-
sence doesn’t just threaten
our existence – it constitutes a
grave ethical failing.

As the final session of
COP15 looms, it is critical to
recognise that the innovative
policies that are needed to pre-
vent biological annihilation
cannot possibly be rooted in
entirely anthropocentric
premises. An adequate re-
sponse to the biodiversity cri-
sis requires a fundamental
shift in our values wherein we
see other species as kin and all
of Earth’s diverse environ-
mental systems as inherently
valuable.
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Can they be trust-
ed?

Our democracy has be-
come a farce. Keeping
MLAs ‘captive’ in hotels
and resorts so they may
not vote for rival party
candidates is a mockery.
Resorting to jamming of
the Internet, so they can’t
be tempted to cross-vote
shows these elected repre-
sentatives lack trust and
loyalty. What good can
they do for people when
their own loyalty is doubt-
ful? If they are not trust-
worthy, why should they
not be removed? Media is
conducting hate debates
and the government is
supporting them. Our
democracy is made un-
trustworthy by these un-
ethical politicians.

Capt Amar Jeet (retd),
via mail

Chinese build-up
Refer to the Chinese

infra build-up; it is sur-
prising that a visiting US
General had to draw
India’s attention to the
build-up of military infra-
structure along the LAC.
It is hoped that the Indian
Army is not caught nap-
ping. China is rapidly
building border infra-
structure, like troop shel-
ters and helipads, in dis-
puted areas along the bor-
der. With Chinese
President Xi Jinping look-
ing to secure his third
term at the CCP Congress,
he is not likely to compro-
mise on his aggressive
posture. The only way
India can counter this is
by developing its own bor-
der infrastructure. But
given that Beijing out-
guns India in terms of re-
sources, New Delhi needs
to simultaneously engage
in tactical collaboration
with the US and other
countries which are con-
cerned about Chinese bel-
ligerence.

PL SINGH, by mail

AAP goes off track
The AAP has an-

nounced a new liquor pol-
icy for Punjab to bring
down liquor prices by at
least 30-40%. This contra-
dicts its commitment to
abolish the drug menace
in ‘Udta Punjab’ by reha-
bilitating addicts and
bringing them back into
the mainstream by pro-
viding them jobs in newly
established industries.
The state will see a rise in
the crime graph. The new
policy will encourage
people to purchase more
and create a nuisance on
roads. Their families will
wait for longer at night
for their safe return. Are
the party’s basic promis-
es to bring down unem-
ployment and inflation,
and prevent brain drain
becoming a distant
dream?

Puneet Mehta, Patiala

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
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The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAmmiitt  MMaallvviiyyaa
@@aammiittmmaallvviiyyaa

Mamata Banerjee, Home
Minister of Bengal, has once
again failed to manage Law &
Order in the state. Her adminis-
tration has remained a mute
spectator to the rampaging riot-
ers as they burn and vandalise
property. If she is unable to act,
she should urge the Governor

do deploy Army.

NNeehhaa  BBeeddii@@NNeehhaa__BBeeddii

Another one for the archives
@vijay lokapally. Two
absolute Legends from 2 dif-
ferent eras. Priceless!
@Bishan Bedi #rahuldravid.

PPaarrggaatt  SSiinngghh@@PPaarrggaattSSOOffffiicciiaall

Anarchy in Punjab.AAP council-
lor’s son fired at congressmen in
front of @BhagwantMann's mute
Police. 1 killed,1 injured.Jungle
Raj in Punjab. This is not the
Badlaav it had voted for.

KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu
@@KKiirreennRRiijjiijjuu

Union Minister of Ports,
Shipping and Waterways &
Minister of AYUSH Shri @sar-
banandsonwal Ji visited
Arunachal Pradesh to see the
real benefits of the welfare
schemes launched PM @naren-
dramodi Ji with the mantra of
Seva, Sushasan and Garib

Kalyan. #8YearsOfSeva

VViisswwaannaatthhaann  AAnnaanndd@@vviisshhyy6644tthheekkiinngg
The “chess thambis” out for dinner with Anna@aicfchess#chennaichessolympiad

SSmmrriittii  ZZ  IIrraannii@@ssmmrriittiiiirraannii

PM @narendramodi Ji led
Government has taken several meas-
ures to ensure holistic protection of
children. On this World Day against
Child Labour, pledge to help any child
in need. All you need to do is report on
PENCIL Portal http://pencil.gov.in or
call on Childline - 1098.

T he world believes that the success of western sanctions
against Putin’s Russia depends on just two countries:

India and China. On the face of it, it would appear to be a
straightforward positioning. For, much of the Russian oil that
has been made redundant by the sanctions is expected to flow
to these two countries. India has already made it clear that it is
not an India-specific issue and asserted that its procurement of
Russian crude is guided by its energy security considerations
and that therefore everything is above board. This is no doubt, a
bold defence, which the western nations will have difficulty in
accepting, but nevertheless is close to what they have been
doing themselves when it came to securing of economic inter-
ests. In spite of President Joe Biden’s best efforts, it has not
been possible to bring all European nations on the same page in
wholeheartedly implementing the sanctions. Instead, the EU
has been looking for exit routes that will not appear to bust the
sanctions, and yet ensures continued supply of Russian energy,
without which some of the European countries cannot manage
in the short to medium term. The European Commission has is-
sued new guidance on how EU companies can pay for Russian
gas in roubles without violating sanctions. A month previously
to that, the European Commission had ruled that gas payments
to Russia by European companies in roubles would be a viola-
tion of sanctions. But the latest guidance says European com-
panies can make payments to Russia by fulfilling certain condi-
tions. This will be achieved through the companies opening an
account in a bank designated by Russia for the payments.
However, these payments can only be made in the currency
agreed on in their existing contracts and the companies will be
required to make a ‘declaration’ to the effect that the payments
are for fulfilling the contractual obligations. New Delhi has
drawn parallel from these European positions and asserted that
its approach is guided by energy security considerations and
cited policy decisions taken by many countries with a ‘similar
perspective’. The western capitals have been showing disquiet
with India’s stand on the Russian invasion of Ukraine, which is
to call immediate cessation of hostilities and resolution of the
problem through dialogue and diplomacy. The western capitals
are unable to come up with a strong counter argument as they
themselves have been trying to flout their political stand in
favour of economic interests through ‘practical’ measures.
President Biden, spearheading the campaign against Putin,
knows the limitations of the situation and is therefore recon-
ciled to the fact that he cannot carry the allies along his pre-
ferred lines of action due to  the  complexities  of  the  prevailing
energy paradigms. Biden achieved a face-saving concession
the other day from Saudi Arabia, the relations with which have
been under strain of late due to the tough position taken by
Crown Prince Bin Salman, who is reported to have even refused
to attend phone calls from the president. Saudi Arabia has
made it clear that it is now prepared to raise its oil production if
Russia’s output falls substantially because of  the western sanc-
tions. This follows discussions between and among the counties
involved, and the deal has been announced as a package from
the oil cartel OPEC, led by Riyadh and to some extent Moscow.
Under the deal, both Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
will increase crude output with immediate effect. The Saudi ad-
ministration, which is firmly under the control of the crown
prince, had earlier rebuffed calls by Washington to boost oil
output by more than the gradual increases as set forth by
OPEC. The softening of the Saudi stand is obviously part of a
rapprochement with the Biden administration in view of  his
forthcoming trip to the oil kingdom.

New Delhi holds its 
own on discounted oil
imports from Russia

“R ecognising” the Indian government’s great efforts in
supporting Sri Lanka, China has expressed willingness

to work with India and the international community to help Sri
Lanka tide over its crushing economic crisis. Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian outlined the Chinese gov-
ernment’s recent humanitarian assistance totalling 500 million
RMB (approximately $73 million) to Sri Lanka. He also noted
the Indian government made "great efforts" in this aspect. We
recognise that, and we are willing to work with India and other
members of  the international community to help Sri Lanka
and other countries with difficulties to help these developing
countries  to  get  through  this situation,     he     said.     China’s
official acknowledgement of Indian assistance to Sri Lanka —
totalling $ 3.5 billion this year by way of currency swaps, loan
deferments, and credit lines — is significant, coming amid a
well-known geopolitical contest between the two powers in Sri
Lanka. Earlier this year, China expressed disappointment over
Colombo replacing a proposed Chinese energy project in three
islands off  the northern Jaffna peninsula with an Indian proj-
ect. China is one of Sri Lanka’s top two bilateral creditors,
along with Japan. Chinese loans, however, make up about 10%
of  the island’s external debt that is dominated by market bor-
rowings accounting for nearly half of the total foreign loans. In
April 2022, Sri Lanka decided to pre-emptively default on all its
foreign debt of about $50 billion to cope with a foreign ex-
change crunch that left the country with no dollars to pay for
even essential imports. Colombo has sought the IMF’s help on
debt restructuring and economic revival. Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, who spoke to the IMF chief, urged the Fund’s
team to visit Sri Lanka “as soon as possible” to finalise the
staff-level agreement, his office said. Sri Lanka must restruc-
ture its debt owed to private creditors and bilateral lenders. Sri
Lanka, which needs $6 billion to wade through the next six
months, has also sought help from China and Japan. As part
ofits assistance during the pandemic, China extended $2.8 bil-
lion in assistance to Sri Lanka. But Colombo has raised concern
over not being able to access the swap, that is contingent on
Colombo showing adequate foreign reserves for three months.
Wickremesinghe told Parliament that  Colombo  has  request-
ed  the  Chinese government to consider removing that condi-
tion from the agreement that has been signed with them. Amid
speculation in Colombo over China’s possible response  to  a
debt  restructure programme prescribed by the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), Beijing has said it stands ready to work
with relevant countries and international   financial   institu-
tions   to continuously help Sri Lanka in dealing with the cur-
rent circumstances and easing its debt burden to achieve sus-
tainable development.

China to work with 
India to help Sri Lanka
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Honey bees visit a flower in a garden, in New Delhi, Sunday.

Conservation science still rests on 
how animals can benefit humans

RRaajjaasstthhaann  RRooyyaallss

@@rraajjaasstthhaannrrooyyaallss

6 years ago, ODIs Yuzi. The rest

is history. #OnThis Day@

yuzi_chahal

HONEY BEES VISIT A FLOWER

ANATOLIY LUKICH
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Economic power

New Delhi: Union
Minister Rao Inderjit
Singh on Saturday
stressed on the signifi-
cance of a strong econ-
omy and said the eco-
nomic power is going
to make India not only
audible, but also per-
suasive in its dealings
with the world. He was
speaking at the
National Conference
on Competition Law
as part of 'Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav' cele-
brations under
Ministry of Corporate
Affairs. "When India
became independent,
most of the industry
was government
owned, public owned...
Today the government
is not a regulator any-
more. we are not in-
spectors anymore... we
are facilitators," the
Union Minister of
State for Corporate
Affairs said.

New centres
New Delhi: Test
preparation major
Aakash Educational
Services (AESL),
owned by Byju's, is
confident of growing
at 60-70 per cent this
year, with its business
momentum driven by
market demand, hir-
ings, addition of new
centres, and increase
in student count, a top
official said. AESL's
positive commentary
assumes significance
given that reopening of
schools and colleges in
the offline mode has
hit the business mod-
els of many new-age
edtech startups.

Power generation

New Delhi: Vedanta
plans to modify the de-
sign of one of its waste
heat recovery power
plants in Goa and reop-
timise its turbines
through the use of a
specialised technology
in order to increase
power generation by
another 5 MW, a top of-
ficial of the company
said. This is in line
with Vedanta's efforts
towards reducing the
carbon footprint. "The
design of turbine of
our power plant will be
slightly modified and it
is getting reoptimised.
The idea is in the nas-
cent stage. The turbine
which used to generate
30 MW will generate 35
MW using same
amount of heat.

Strengthening NFRA
New Delhi:The govern-
ment on Saturday said it
is committed to further
strengthening the func-
tioning of National
Financial Reporting
Authority (NFRA).
NFRA is an independ-
ent regulator for the au-
diting profession under
Ministry of Corporate
Affairs. Speaking at an
event organised by
NFRA as a part of Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav
(AKAM) celebrations,
Ministry of Corporate
Affairs Secretary
Rajesh Verma said,"We
need to see what more
needs to be done to
strengthen NFRA to en-
able it to discharge its
duties effectively" as
well as strengthen the
mandates of protecting
the public interests.

FASHION CONTEST

Michelle Patten Coy, of Brooklyn, celebrates after winning the Longines Prize for Elegance fashion contest,
Saturday, at Belmont Park in New York. 

New Delhi, Jun 12: 

Wary of the scenario on
the global and domestic
fronts, foreign investors
continued to withdraw
from Indian equity mar-
kets and pulled out close to
Rs 14,000 crore in this
month so far. With this, net
outflow by foreign portfo-
lio investors (FPIs) from
equities reached Rs 1.81
lakh crore so far in 2022,
data with depositories
showed. Going forward,
the FPIs' selling may con-
tinue in the near-term,
however, a moderation in
sell-off is expected during
short to medium-term,
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit

Financial Services, said.
"This is because a large

part of the changeover
like economic slowdown,
hawkish monetary policy,
supply constraints and
high inflation is factored
in, in the market prices,
which was consolidating
over the last 7 months.
And for central banks to
maintain the aggressive
policy in long-term, the in-
flation must remain high,"
he added.

According to the data,
foreign investors with-
drew a net amount of Rs
13,888 crore from equities
during June 1-10. FPIs
have been incessantly
withdrawing money from
Indian equities since
October 2021. Nair attrib-
uted the latest FPI outflow
to anticipation of a hawk-
ish Federal Reserve meet-

ing. "Global markets wit-
nessed selling pressure in
anticipation of record
high inflation numbers in
the US, which could force
the Fed to accelerate in-
creasing interest rates.

At 8.6 per cent, the US
inflation is at a 40-year
high. Talks of stagnation
and China announcing an-
other round of lockdowns
all weighed down on in-
vestors, prompting anoth-
er round of selling," Vijay
Singhania, Chairman,
TradeSmart, said. In addi-
tion, RBI also increased
repo rate by 50 basis points
and revised upwards its
inflation projection.

The central bank ex-
pects inflation to remain
above 6 per cent for three
quarters which will add
pressure on bond
yields.These factors en-

couraged foreign investors
to continue their walk out
of the door, he added.
Apart from equities, FPIs
withdrew a net Rs 600
crore from the debt market
during the period under
review. They have been in-
cessantly withdrawing
money from the debt side
since February. From the
risk reward perspective
and with interest rates ris-
ing in US too, Indian debt
may not offer an attractive
investment option to for-
eign investors, Himanshu
Srivastava, Associate
Director - Manager
Research, Morningstar
India, said. Apart from
India, other emerging
markets, including
Taiwan, South Korea,
Thailand and the
Philippines witnessed out-
flow in this month so far.

FPIs pull out Rs 14,000-cr
from Indian equities in June 
̈ On global, 

domestic concerns

Gurugram, Jun 12:  

The country has shown
exemplary resilience in re-
covery from the COVID-19
pandemic crisis, Chief
Economic Advisor (CEA)
Anantha Nageswaran said
on Saturday. Nageswaran
was addressing an event
on "Indian Economy:
Prospects, Challenges and
Action Points" at Haryana
Institute of Public
Administration (HIPA)
here.

"India has shown an ex-
emplary resilience in re-
covering from a crisis due
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic," he said.

All major activities and
parameters of the econo-
my have crossed their pre-
COVID levels, and it is
now enjoying macroeco-

nomic tailwinds, he added.
Quick and precise steps
have been taken by the
government at the policy
level, which was support-
ed by the Reserve Bank of
India's timely interven-
tions, the advisor noted.
Compared to developing
and developed countries,
the Indian economy is
firm and stable in terms of
various fundamentals.
The developed world is

moving from low inflation
to high inflation and it is
in such times that we have
managed to keep inflation-
ary pressure under check,
he said. The CEA said he
is hopeful that as per the
projections of the
International Monetary
Fund, India is heading to-
wards achieving a GDP
size of USD five trillion by
2027. "Today, we have a
strong revival of private
investment, and the coun-
try has comfortable forex
reserves to withstand tur-
bulence in the internation-
al currency market. The
exponential growth of dig-
ital payments in India dur-
ing the last few years is an
indication enough of fast
changes in the informal
sector," Nageswaran
added.

Panaji, Jun 12:  

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman  said
that maximum gover-
nance is arrived at only
when people ask the right
questions and the govern-
ment can remove the
"deadwood and the under-
growth".

She was speaking at
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
Iconic Week' of the
Ministry of Finance,
being celebrated from
June 6-12. The minister
launched a slew of innova-
tive communication and
outreach products aimed
at spreading financial and
tax literacy and explained
the contributions of differ-
ent departments toward
the nation's development
during the event.
Speaking on the occasion,
Sitharaman said, maxi-
mum governance is ar-

rived at only when people
ask the right questions
and we are able to remove
deadwood undergrowth
and make it for bright
amrit kal .

Referring to the Iconic
week, she said, "the
Finance Ministry had its
reservations about how ef-
fective a campaign can be
since the kind of work we
do involves activities
which when we speak,
people do not tend to ap-

preciate . She said the min-
istry is putting many ac-
tivities out in a crisp man-
ner. "Once we examined,
we understood that many
activities which the public
was not aware of were
worth looking at and put-
ting them out in a crisp
manner in which people
can understand so that
people appreciate how the
Ministry contributes to
nation building,
Sitharaman added.

Maximum governance is arrived at
when people ask right questions: FM

India shows exemplary resilience in
recovery from COVID-19 crisis: CEA

New Delhi, Jun 12: 

The finance ministry has come
out with draft SoP for facilitat-
ing e-commerce jewellery
exports through courier route,
as it looks to provide a simpli-
fied regulatory framework for
manufacturers and traders
who want to export jewellery.
The Central Board of Indirect
Taxes and Customs (CBIC) has
invited feedback and sugges-
tions from stakeholders by
June 14 on the Standard
Operating Procedure (SoP) for
implementation of a simplified
regulatory framework to facili-
tate export of jewellery made
of precious metals and imita-
tion jewellery through e-com-
merce in courier mode. The
CBIC also proposes to amend
the Courier Imports and

Exports (Electronic
Declaration and Processing)
Regulations, 2010, and related
forms and come out with a
notification prescribing condi-
tions for reimport of returned
jewellery and has invited
views from stakeholders on
the same. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had in the
2022-23 Budget announced
implementation of a simplified
regulatory framework to facili-
tate export of jewellery
through e-commerce. 
Subsequently stakeholder con-
sultations, including those
with the Express Industry
Council Of India (EICI), Gems
and Jewellery Export
Promotion Council (GJEPC), e-
commerce operators, mem-
bers of the trade, officers
working in the Directorate
General Of Export Promotion,
Directorate General of
Systems and Customs field
formations, have been held.

FinMin issues draft SoP for 
e-commerce jewellery exports 
̈ Through 

courier route New Delhi, Jun 12: 

IRDAI's decision to permit 'use
and file' facility for most of the
insurance products will encour-
age insurers to come out with
innovative covers quickly to the
benefit of customers and also
deepen the insurance penetra-
tion in the country, said
experts. The Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI) last
week extended the 'use and
file' procedure for most of the
life insurance products, thereby
allowing insurers to launch new
products without prior approval
of the regulator.
Earlier, similar relaxations were
extended to all the health insur-
ance products and almost all
the general insurance products.
The relaxed norms for launch-
ing insurance products, experts
feel, will also make insurers

more responsible as they would
be held accountable for the
products which are offered in
the marketplace without prior
approval of IRDAI. S Prakash,
MD, Star Health and Allied
Insurance said the new guide-
lines will support the industry
to launch products faster. This
also puts a lot of responsibility
on insurers. While the regulator
has given freedom to industry,
it also will require insurers to
act in a more responsible man-
ner, he said. Prasun Sikdar, MD
& CEO - ManipalCigna Health
Insurance Company said the
reforms will further reduce the
human intervention, thereby
cutting down on the cumber-
some waiting period that will
ease the process, help the suit-
able products to reach the
untapped geographies and
enable their launch in a faster
and efficient manner. 

IRDAI’s new norms to prompt
insurers to launch innovative

policies swiftly: Experts

New Delhi, Jun 12: 

India's power demand
this year has jumped by a
record 40,000-45,000 MW
per day as an intense heat
wave sweeps through
northern parts of the
country, the economy ex-
pands, and electricity
reaches millions of un-
electrified homes, Power
Minister RK Singh has
said. A massive addition
in the generation capacity,
integrating the country
into one transmission grid
and strengthening of the
distribution system dur-
ing eight years of the Modi
government is ensuring
the 23 to 23.5 hours of elec-
tricity supply, he said in an
interview with PTI. India's

electricity demand on
June 9 was recorded at an
all-time high of 2,10,792
megawatts, and 4,712 mil-
lion units of electricity
were consumed. Power
plants are operating at full
throttle to meet this de-
mand, and the govern-
ment has ordered coal im-
port to meet the shortfall
in domestic supplies. "The
whole power sector has
changed (in last 8 years),"
Singh said. "Before (2014),
we were power deficit,

load shedding was endem-
ic". According to a survey
by an NGO, the average
availability of power in
rural areas was about 12.5
hours at the national level.
"Today it is 22.5 hours," he
said.

A power deficit nation
with an average shortage
of anywhere between 17
and 20 per cent, India has
been transformed into a
power surplus country.
Detailing the steps, he said
in 8 years, 1,69,000 MW of
capacity was added to take
electricity generation ca-
pacity to over 4,00,000 MW
(or 400 gigawatts). Against
this, the peak demand is
just 215 GW. Power plants
operate at run rates much
lower than their capacity.
This in the case of renew-
able energy units, such as
solar power, is just one-fifth
of the rated capacity.

India’s power demand jumps
by 45,000 MW in a year: Singh
̈ Ensuring 23-23.5

hours supplies

Washington, Jun 12: 

The Indian economy has
rebounded strongly despite
three significant COVID-19
waves, the US Treasury has
said in a report to Congress.
India's acute second wave
weighed heavily on growth
through the middle of 2021,
delaying its economic re-
covery, the Treasury said in
a semi-annual report.
"However, economic activi-
ty rebounded strongly in
the second half of the year
as India's vaccination roll-
out accelerated," the
Treasury said on Friday, as
it praised India's vaccina-
tion efforts. As of the end of
2021, about 44 per cent of
India's population was fully
vaccinated, it said. After
contracting seven per cent
in 2020, the output returned
to pre-pandemic levels by
the second quarter of 2021,

with full-year 2021 growth
of eight per cent, it added.
Since the beginning of 2022,
India faced a third major
outbreak driven by the
Omicron variant, but the
number of deaths and
broader economic fallout
has been limited, it said.

The Indian government
continued to provide fiscal
support to the economy
against the backdrop of the
pandemic in 2021, it said.
The authorities estimate
that the overall fiscal
deficit will reach 6.9 per
cent of GDP for the 2022 fis-
cal year, which is higher
than deficits prior to the
pandemic, it said.
According to the Treasury,
the Reserve Bank of India
kept its key policy rates un-
changed at four per cent
since May 2020, but in
January 2021 it began to
gradually unwind the ex-

traordinary liquidity
measures designed to sup-
port growth during the
early part of the coron-
avirus pandemic.

After recording a cur-
rent account surplus of 1.3
per cent of GDP in 2020, its
first surplus since 2004,
India returned to a current
account deficit of 1.1 per
cent of GDP in 2021. The re-
turn to a current account
deficit was driven by a
sharp deterioration in
India's trade deficit, which
widened to USD 177 billion
in 2021 from USD 95 billion
the previous year, it said.
Further, goods imports
rose particularly sharply
in the second half of 2021
amid the economic recov-
ery and rising commodity
prices, particularly energy
prices, leading imports to
increase 54 per cent year-
on-year in 2021.

India’s economy recovered strongly despite
3 COVID waves: US Treasury report

New Delhi, Jun 12:  

The country's largest
carmaker Maruti Suzuki
India (MSI) has shipped
2.33 lakh units through
Railways last fiscal, its
highest ever dispatch in a
financial year so far, since
commencing the initiative
eight years ago, as per a
senior company official.
The company's dispatch in
2021-22 was 23 per cent up
from 1.89 lakh units it
transported using
Railways in the 2020-21 fi-
nancial year. Cumulatively,
the auto major has trans-
ported close to 11 lakh vehi-
cles through Indian
Railways in the last eight
years, helping avoid over
4,800 MT of carbon dioxide
emissions. The move has

helped save over 1,56,000
truck trips and over 174
million litres of fuel.
"Railway logistics offers a
significant potential over
road logistics to lower car-
bon footprint and reduce
road congestion. Over the
years we have consciously
increased the share of car
dispatches from our facto-
ry to dealers using rail-
ways," MSI Executive
Director Rahul Bharti told
PTI in an interaction.
From around 66,000 units
in 2014-15, it has reached an
all-time high of 2.33 lakh
units in 2021-22, he noted.

Maruti Suzuki dispatches
record 2.33 lakh units 

̈ Through 
Railways in FY22

New Delhi, Jun 12:  

Industry body ISA has
sought the government's
immediate intervention to
check coking coal price,
which has grown three-
fold to around USD 450 a
tonne. "Coking coal prices
is something, which is im-
pacting the industry dras-
tically and the production
cost is impacted, affecting
the steel prices," Alok
Sahay, Secretary-General
of Indian Steel
Association said during an
interaction with PTI.
Indian Steel Association
(ISA) represents the do-
mestic steel industry.
Explaining the situation,
Sahay said the price of
coking coal used to be in
the range of USD 120-130
per tonne around a year
back. In March 2022, cok-
ing coal prices had peaked
at about USD 670 per

tonne, he added. At the
current price range, the
industry expert said, the
cost of coking coal alone
in steel making is around
Rs 28,000 to Rs 30,000 per
tonne, which works to
about 40-45 per cent of the
production cost. Besides,
there are other input mate-
rials like iron ore, ferroal-
loys, logistics, fuel costs
and other fixed costs.
Sahay further noted that
when crude oil prices go
up, prices of petrol and
diesel also go up, impact-
ing the entire supply
chain.

Steel industry seeks govt intervention
to check coking coal price

A
ctress Samara Tijori, who plays
the character of Sana in the up-
coming series 'Masoom' is elated to

have worked with Boman Irani. For her, it
was an enriching experience which

has helped her immensely.
Elaborating on the same, the

actress shared, "My experience
working with Boman sir was
honestly the best. I was super
excited when I got to know that
he is playing my father and I was

just really really excited be-
cause I knew that he is the

school in himself. I mean
you just work with him
and you will pick up
things as an actor, you
will learn things just by
watching and probably
being around him be-

cause he is knowledge-
able."

She further said, "He is somebody who
encourages you, he pushes you and I think
that something is very important when
you have a newcomer like me who is there
and who is looking up to you for guidance
and I didn't feel pressured at all to sort of
work with him or anything. Honestly it
was just a lot of excitement." 'Masoom',
which is set in Falauli, Punjab, unfolds the
unspoken truths that cloud the lives of the
Kapoor family, where complex relation-
ship dynamics change with time and am-

bition. Recollecting what it was like for
her initially on the project, the actress

said, "I was nervous to play a charac-
ter because I didn't know if I could

do justice to it. I was trying to be sure
but while working and while shooting,

I think Boman sir just helped me add so
many things to my character and after a
certain point everything was just so real
while we shot. Because he was so real and
honest, I think it's the best experience of
my life and the bond I built with him I
don't think I can ever let go of."'Masoom' is
set to stream on Disney+ Hotstar from
June 17.

‘Pushpa to
ensure that

mothers do not
feel ‘Abla’

anymore!’

T
alented actor Naveen Pandita,
who is known for his roles in
the shows Gandii Baat, Aap

Ke Aa Jaane Se, and Dil Sambhal
Jaa Zara, is back to entertain the

masses in a new character. The actor
is currently seen as Ashwin in Sony

Sab’s latest offering Pushpa Impossible.
Excerpts of interview:

How does it feel to be associated with
Sony SAB’s Pushpa Impossible?

Amazing! In fact, this is my second associ-
ation. I did a brief cameo in Tenali Rama as
Akbar a few years ago with Sony Sab. I have
really liked working with Sony Sab because
every show is colorful and every show has a
unique appeal. I am grateful that I am a part of
it!

What intrigued you about the show? 
Pushpa Impossible is not your regular daily

soap. It has an aim to inspire and provoke
women to better their lives. Pushpa is not like the

stereotypical Indian mothers they portray in
shows, it gives her an edge. She is a multitasker but
not a ‘bechari’ maa doing it all; she is doing every-
thing with self-confidence which is often lacking in
the good ol’ representation of Indian Mothers on
T.V. I liked that aspect of the story. I am sure, the
show will create ripples in the society and even if
one woman benefits from the show, it is a huge deal

for us.
Share something about your character. How

much do you relate to it? 
One quality that immediately hits my mind is a

sense of responsibility. Ashwin and I are alike in that
terms. However, Ashwin’s responsibilities are dim-
ming him down, and he lacks scope for personal

growth and time whereas I consider myself privileged
in that area with god’s grace.

What will the audience love about Pushpa
Impossible, according to you?

Mothers are not going to be ‘Abla’ anymore! The au-
dience is going to be shaken to their core. She is
that fierce! 

Watch Pushpa Impossible from Mon-Sat, 9:30 pm
onwards on Sony SAB.

ACROSS

1. Decrease

6. English princess

10. Gradual

14. Shoe fasteners

15. Kernel

16. Economize

17. Slumbered

18. Boundary

20. Golden ____

22. Love to excess

23. Shakespeare's "before"

24. Sticker

26. Distinctive period

28. Vital statistic

31. Concocted

32. Remove

36. Highland Scot

38. Speech impediment

40. Hard metal

41. Enter uninvited

43. Type of football pass

45. Sag

46. Customer

48. Stand up

49. Madrid matron

51. Tresses

53. Yet, poetically

54. Cooking vessel

55. Author ____ Asimov

57. That woman

60. Sunburn remedy

62. Flag feature

66. Endurable

69. Wave type

70. Emerald ____

71. Carbonated beverage

72. Ogles

73. Spool

74. Big quiz

75. Clear the blackboard

DOWN

1. As well

2. Formal dance

3. Served perfectly

4. Moderately warm

5. Admiration

6. Horned viper

7. Tailors' needs

8. Roman fiddler

9. Censored

10. Wind dir.

11. Delayed

12. Finished

13. "Wish You ____ Here"

19. Slightest

21. Burn with hot water

25. Goodbye (Fr.)

27. Change
28. Citric and boric
29. Sort
30. Singer ____ John
33. Uncanny
34. Tantalize
35. Actress ____ DeGeneres
37. Scout unit
39. Appeals
42. Clamor
44. Operatic melodies
47. Knight protectors
50. Finally (2 wds.)
52. Infant's toy
56. Town's announcer
57. Move slightly
58. Nylons
59. She, in Toulouse
61. Wind instrument
63. Inspiration
64. Norms
65. Other
67. Moray
68. Break a fast
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You love interacting with people others
might consider eccentric. You can't help
it. You're simply attracted to them. You
will probably encounter one of these peo-
ple today, Aquarius. But you might have a
feeling of déjà vu. As strange as it may
seem, it's possible that this person will be
no one but you.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You have always tried to build up your
health using traditional methods, and you
take great care of yourself. But this morn-
ing you might feel a little curious. Indeed,
there are so many different courses of
treatment available. Why not inquire
about alternative forms of medicine? You
could learn a great deal today and bene-
fit your health in the process.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

ometimes, it's amazing to see how your
relationships can spin so easily out of con-
trol, Aries. Today you may have to deal with
a lot of tension within your group. You'll
almost feel as if no one understands the sit-
uation. You just need to keep your cool.
Why not try to solve any outstanding issues
with your relatives? Stay calm and things
will be OK.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You sometimes have difficulty making up
your mind. You don't always know exactly
what you want. Today, Taurus, you'll be at
peace with yourself. If you need to make
an important decision concerning your pri-
vate life, you'll able to do it. But if you find
yourself confronted by a big decision, you
should take the time to think about it. You
will decide once you have more clarity.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Sometimes we all feel a little lost, Gemini.
We often want to move mountains and use
all our energy and enthusiasm to try to do
so. But a few moments later we could feel
that all efforts have been in vain. It pays to
remember one of the hard facts of life -
take nothing for granted. You shouldn't let
that keep you from trying to make
changes to things around you. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You have a natural ability to accomplish a
great deal rather easily, Cancer. But
today you may feel snowed under with
projects. Things around you might be
moving quickly, and perhaps you're hav-
ing difficulty dealing with it all. For once,
try to take it easy. You don't need to
struggle all the time in order to be
accepted by the world. Lighten up!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Your day has finally come, Leo. You have
your own vision of life and you like shar-
ing it with others. You're far from thinking
that you're any sort of new messiah, but
you feel the need to talk to children or
young people about your views. Today,
you'll be able to communicate clearly
with the people around you and they'll be
receptive to your ideas.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Today you'll have the strange feeling that
something is floating in the air. The time
is right to try to understand the different
needs of your family circle. There will be
a lot of movement around you, Virgo, so
you should feel free to step back. Your
relatives will understand that you need
more space in order to gain perspective
on the situation.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

As the dawn of another quiet and
peaceful day appears, Libra, you will be
in the best disposition to observe and
appreciate the lightness of things. Life
can seem so beautiful on some days.
You will benefit from this state of mind
because you'll be able to meditate. But
be careful not to start reminiscing
about sad memories. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You will find a clean page on the agenda
today, Scorpio. You should try to think only
about yourself. This will allow you to medi-
tate about your life and be at peace with
yourself. Life will seem much simpler. This
frame of mind will enable you to solve
issues with some of your personal ties if
you so desire. Take advantage of this ener-
gy to calm your mind and your life.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You will wake up today on cloud nine,
Sagittarius. Your morale is at a peak. You
will feel totally free and be able to clearly
perceive the essentials of life. You have the
perfect opportunity to share this gift from
the stars with your loved ones. Even after
this aspect has passed, you may have trou-
ble getting your feet back on the ground.
Don't rush it.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The astral energy will have you reminiscing
all day long over childhood memories,
Capricorn. These memories will take you to
the houses and places where you were
raised and where your personality and
character were formed. Many memories
will surface - happy, melancholy, and every-
thing in between. You should probably seize
this opportunity to write them down.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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S
tar Bharat  unveiled
the opulent and lav-
ish set of its highly

anticipated show
‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’ at the beautiful
Ummed Jodhpur Palace
Resort & Spa. The resort
was decked up like a new-
lywed bride with flowers,
lights and candles, and
the atmosphere was cele-
bratory as the festivities
saw participation from
Mika Singh, the gorgeous
contestants and more.
The grand celebration for
the launch was packed
with several energetic
performances and cele-
bratory music booming
throughout the palace.
The night was dedicated
to folk musicians,
Bollywood music and the
mesmerising performanc-
es by close friend and host
of the show Shaan, the ef-
fervescent Bhoomi
Trivedi and musically
gifted Jaspinder Narula,
to name a few.

Star Bharat’s landmark

show, which will have 12
contestants and Mika woo
each other, will be hosted
by Shaan the melody
king. Shaan the host and
dost will give audiences a
glimpse of the real Mika
behind the very public
persona as he sets out to

select his dream girl.
The star of the evening

and the show, singer and
performer Mika Singh
says “I am very excited
and all set to find my
dream girl - ‘Dusron ki
shaadiyon mein bohot
Bhangra paa liya, ab apni

baari hai’. Star Bharat’s
‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’ has given me the
opportunity to find my
companion for life and
when they approached me
with the show, it seemed
like fate had already set
things in motion! To find

out who will be the cho-
sen one finally, stay glued
to Star Bharat at 8.00 p.m.
starting June 19, 2022!”.

Shaan who returned to
host a reality show after a
gap of 14 years, said, "I
was absolutely delighted
and could never say no to
such an opportunity. I am
grateful to Star Bharat for
making me a part of
‘Swayamvar – Mika Di
Vohti’, jahan mera yaar
will finally be on a pursuit
to find his best life com-
panion. I feel very excited
but I am also nervous as it
is a very big responsibili-
ty to make sure that I help
him make the right
choice. But anything for
my brother and I am all
set for it.

Swayamvar - Mika Di
Vohti is produced by SOL
Productions and present-
ed by Star Bharat. The
show is a weekly offering,
premiering on Sunday
19th June 8 PM and will
air every Monday to
Friday at 8 pm! 

Star Bharat unveils the grand set
of ‘Swayamvar - Mika Di Vohti’

H
ip Hop artiste Raja
Kumari, whose
track 'Goddess' in

collaboration with
Krewella and NERVO fea-
tures in the newly re-
leased superhero minis-
eries 'Ms Marvel', has
called the show a cultural
landmark as it presents
brown or desi culture in
its full glory.

Elaborating on the
same, she said, "I have
been a fan of the Marvel
series. This is one of the
ventures that is a cultural
landmark for South
Asians. In more ways than
one, the show is unapolo-
getically brown. It makes
frequent references to
Shah Rukh Khan."
Talking about what makes
the series click with the
south Asian community,
she said, "It has snippets of
the best of South Asian
music. Anyone of South

Asian descent will instant-
ly identify with the series
and may recognise the
songs mentioned in the
first two episodes."

Speaking of the series'
soundtrack, Raja
Kumari's 'Goddess' was
joined by S P
Balasubramaniam's voice,
A R Rahman's 'Oh Nanba'

from Rajinikanth's
Lingaa, Ritviz's 'Sage',
music by Kully Bhamra
and Ishq Bector, and
Angus Campbell's 'Disco
Gully'.

After the resounding
success of her latest 'EP
HBIC', Raja Kumari is all
set to announce exciting
music soon.

Raja Kumari calls ‘Ms
Marvel’ a cultural landmark

B
ollywood actress Nushrratt Bharuccha, whose
film 'Janhit Mein Jaari' released recently, is ex-
tremely content with the kind of work that's com-

ing her way.
Nushrratt, who started her career with bold and

glamorous roles in films like Dibakar Banerjee's highly
experimental anthology drama 'Love Sex Aur Dhokha'
and 'Pyaar Ka Punchnama' changed gears and took
more defining roles in the films.

Speaking about it, Nushrratt said, "At the time of
'Pyaar Ka Punchnama', 'Pyaar Ka Punchnama 2' and
'Sonu Ke Titu Ki Sweety', my aunt would say, 'Agli
baar tu kuch aisi picture kyun nahi karti jahan
par tu actually kuch kar rahi ho'. Then, when
films like 'Chhalaang', 'Chhorii' or a web project
like 'Ajeeb Daastaans' happened, I started feeling
satisfied as an actor. Personally, as an actor, I am
extremely happy with the kind of space I have
created for myself."

Adding onto it, she further mentioned, "If
you are considered for a movie, but things
don't work out, then it's fine, but what
hurts the most is when you are not even
considered for a particular project. In that
phase, your mind can either drown you or
lead you."

"I chose the latter by focusing on my
work and celebrating the work that came
my way. Personally, I would like to bal-
ance out my choices. However, post
Chhorii there has been an influx of fe-
male-oriented scripts coming my way.
Filmmakers tell me that when I
started out, they could not imag-
ine me beyond my glam
avatar, but that has
changed now", she
concluded.

Samara Tijori of ‘Masoom’ on cloud
nine after working with Boman Irani

Nushrratt 
Bharuccha pleased 

with meaty characters 
coming her way
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New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Young Paralympic
champion Avani Lekhara
continued her rich vein of
form to clinch her second
gold medal at the ongoing
Chateauroux 2022 World
Shooting Para Sport World
Cup in France.

Lekhara shot 458.3 in
the R8 - Women's 50m Rifle
3 Positions SH1 finals to
take the gold ahead of ex-
perienced Paralympic
stars Veronica Vadovicova
(456.6) of Slovakia and
Sweden's Anna Normann
(441.9).

Vadovicova and
Normann took the silver
and bronze respectively.

The promising shooter
from Rajasthan made a
slow start to the finals but
quickly got back her
rhythm to produce consis-
tent shots, including over
10 scores in the last three
rounds, to emerge the win-
ner.

The 20-year-old Lekhara
has already won the R2 -
Women's 10m Air Rifle

Standing SH1 gold with a
world record effort on Day
1, and ensured India a
quota for Paris 2024
Paralympics Games.

Another youngster to
shine on the day was

Rubina Francis, who
claimed her second indi-
vidual medal in consecu-
tive days. Francis settled
for the bronze shooting
213.1 in the P2 - Women's
10m Air Pistol SH1 finals,

as Turkey's Aysel Ozgan
clinched the gold with a
world record effort of
240.0. Ozgan's fellow shoot-
er from Turkey, Aysegul
Pehlivanlar (236.7)
claimed the silver medal.

Chateauroux 2022 World Cup:
Lekhara clinches second gold

Para shooter Avani Lekhara reacts after winning the gold medal in the womens 50m rifle 3 positions
SH1 event at the Para Shooting World Cup, in Chateauroux, France.

Stuttgart, Jun 12 (AP): 

Nick Kyrgios said he
faced racist abuse from the
crowd during a semifinal
loss to Andy Murray at the
Stuttgart Open.

The Australian posted
on Instagram following
the 7-6 (5), 6-2 loss to
Murray that he had heard
abusive comments from
the stands on Saturday.

"When is this going to
stop? Dealing with racial
slurs from the crowd?" he
wrote on Instagram.

"I understand that my
behavior isn't the best all
the time but you little
black sheep' shut up and
play' little comments like
this are not acceptable.
When I retaliate to the
crowd I get penalised. This
is messed up."

Kyrgios was given a
point penalty for breaking
his racket at the end of the
first-set tiebreaker, and
then a game penalty for
unsportsmanlike conduct
in the second set after he
approached the crowd and
appeared to ask: "What did

you say?" Kyrgios then sat
down and did not continue
the match until he had

spoken with the tourna-
ment supervisor.

Murray will play his

first grass-court singles
final since winning
Wimbledon in 2016 when
he plays second-seeded
Italian Matteo Berrettini
in Sunday's final.

Murray stunned
Stefanos Tsitsipas in the
quarterfinals on Friday,
the first win for Murray in
six years against an oppo-
nent ranked in the top five.

It's the second final of
2022 for Murray, who lost
to Aslan Karatsev at the
hard-court Sydney Tennis
Classic in January, and the
first time that he has
reached two finals in the
same season since 2017.

Murray, who has strug-
gled to get back to his best
following hip surgery, last
won a tour singles title at
the European Open in
Belgium in 2019 and has a
46-23 record in finals.

Berrettini prevailed 7-6
(7), 7-6 (5) over Oscar Otte
in a tight match with no
breaks of serve. Berrettini
saved a set point in the
first-set tiebreaker and
needed three match points
to close out the win.

Kyrgios says he faced racist abuse
from crowd in Murray loss

Panchkula, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Haryana's Riddhi and
Rajasthan's Kapish Singh
came from behind to
clinch the girls and boys'
recurve archery gold
while Maharashtra and
Andhra Pradesh shared
the spoils in compound
archery on the penulti-
mate day of the Khelo
India Youth Games here
on Sunday.

With both, the hosts and
the defending champions,
winning one title each,
Maharashtra held on to
their solitary gold lead,
with a total of 38 gold, 35
silver and 29 gold while
Haryana have 37 gold, 34
silver and 39 bronze.

Tamil Nadu girls
clinched the football gold

with a 2-0 win over
Jharkhand, with
Shanmuga Priya and
Shanmugapriya, two girls
with the same name, scor-
ing a goal each.

The main attraction of
the morning session was
the archery action at
Panjab University with all
four gold medals at stake.

The two recurve summit
clashes were contested be-
tween state-mates. In a re-
peat of last edition's final,
Haryana's Riddhi fought
back from 2-4 down to beat
Tamanna 6-4 and avenge
the loss in Guwahati.

In the boy's final, Singh
lost the opening set but
stormed back in style to
beat Ajay Nagarwal 7-3.

Maharashtra had a
chance to extend their lead

at the top with their com-
pound archers reaching
the final in both the girls
and boys category.

Aditi Swami gave them
the perfect start with a
convincing 144-137 win
over Punjab's Avneet Kaur.
However, Parth Korde
went down to Andhra
Pradesh's Kunderu
Venkatadri 144-143, hand-
ing Maharashtra just one
gold .Twelve -year-old
Madala Surya Hamsini
bagged the bronze medal.

The girls basketball
final will see Punjab face
Tamil Nadu after the two
teams registered contrast-
ing wins in the semis.
Favourites Punjab ham-
mered Rajasthan 74-46
while Tamil Nadu edged
past Karnataka 65-62.

KIYG: Haryana’s Riddi, Maharashtra's
Aditi Swami bag archery gold to keep

title race evenly poised Kolkata, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Their tails up after two
successive wins in front of
a strong home crowd,
India captain Sunil
Chhetri has backed his
team to beat Honk Kong in
the last qualifying game
and secure a berth in next
year's AFC Asian Cup.

India prevailed over
Afghanistan 2-1 in a
thrilling match that saw
three quick goals being
scored at the fag end of the
game after both teams de-
nied each other for 86 min-
utes at the Salt Lake
Stadium that had 40000
spectators in the stands on
Saturday evening.

The day coincided with
talismanic skipper
Chhetri completing 17
years in international foot-
ball. "It feels great to cele-
brate my 17th year in in-

ternational football in this
fashion. I felt that maybe
we will be splitting the
points after Afghanistan
equalised. But the boys did

what they did. "But at the
same time, such mile-
stones don't mean much to
me. I am honoured and
privileged to wear the na-

tional team jersey for so
long," Chhetri said.
Chhetri laughed when re-
minded about him sprint-
ing like Usain Bolt to cele-

brate Abdul Sahal Samad's
decisive strike in the in-
jury time. "The GPS will
say that that was my
fastest sprint of the night.
We will rest, recover, and
have a look at the videos.
Hong Kong are a good side,
but we are at home, and
will be backing ourselves.
All of the fans will be
there too." The win helped
India consolidate their po-
sition in the group as they
seek to make a second
straight appearance in the
Asian Cup and fifth over-
all, having been knocked
out in the group stage in
the last edition in 2019.

Head Coach Igor Stimac
stated, "We were Blue
Tigers in the match
against Afghanistan, and
that's what they need to be
on the pitch. That's our in-
tent, keeping the pride in-
tact."

We will be backing ourselves against Hong Kong: Chhetri

New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI): 

India's Akansha Kishor
Vyavhare won the silver
medal in 40kg category
while Vijay Prajapati fin-
ished second in 49kg in
2022 IWF Youth World
W e i g h t l i f t i n g
Championships for men
and women in Leon,
Mexico.

The two silver medals
were won on Saturday, the
opening day of the event.

Akansha lifted a total of
127kg (59kg + 68kg), while
Vijay managed to lift 175kg
(78kg + 97kg).

Akansha is a trainee of
SAI National Centre of
Excellence, Aurangabad
and Vijay is a trainee of
NCOE Patiala.

"I would like to congrat-
ulate all the weightlifters
for putting a good show
during 2022 IWF Youth
World Weightlifting
Championships at Leon
and laud the efforts of
Indian coaches who have
trained the athletes in
short span of time in the
national camps," said
Sahdev Yadav, president of
Indian Weightlifting
Federation.

Two silver for Indian
lifters in Youth World

Championships Antwerp, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Goalkeeper PR Sreejesh saved a
penalty stroke in an exhilarating
shoot out after making some
breathtaking saves in regulation
time as the Indian men's team
stunned Olympic champions
Belgium 5-4 in the first match
of the two-legged FIH Pro
Hockey League here on
Saturday.
The Indian team was down 1-3
with just eight minutes left in
the match but made it 3-3 to
force a penalty shoot out.
Sreejesh foiled an attempt from
Nicolas de Kerpel when the
shoot out was locked 4-4 and
Akashdeep Singh found the net
to make it 5-4 for the Tokyo

Games bronze medallists.
Sreejesh, as usual, was brilliant
under the bar, foiling a number
of attempts from the hosts
throughout the match but his
two saves in the final quarter

proved to be crucial. The event-
ful first quarter ended in a goal-
less stalemate with Sreehesh
doing a fantastic job under the
bar, making two saves. It was
India who had the first opportu-
nity to open the scoring but
both the short corners went
abegging as the home goalie
foiled those attempts with his
rock solid defence. Akashdeep
too fluffed a shot near the goal-
post which on any other day he
would have flicked inside the
post. However, early in the sec-
ond quarter, India found the net
when Abhishek's shot rebound-
ed off the custodian's leg and
Shamsher Singh (18') tapped
the high ball into the net after it
came off the post.

Sreejesh helps India stun
Belgium in penalty shoot out

Chennai, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Star sprinter Hima Das is not ruling
out a return to 400m, an event which
shot her to fame in 2018, and is hoping to
make a comeback to the quartermile in
the now-postponed Asian Games, which
is likely to be held next year.

The 22-year-old 'Dhing Express' last
ran a major 400m race during the Asian
Championships in Doha in April 2019.
She pulled out of that race midway due
to a lower back injury.

She later ran two 400m races in low-
grade events in Czech Republic in 2019,
but since then, has not featured in the
one-lap race. She also missed the World
Championships in the later part of 2019
due to the back injury.

Hima, who became the first Indian to
win a global track event title by clinch-
ing gold in the World Junior
Championships in 2018, first suffered
the injury during the 2018 Asian Games
in Jakarta where she won an individual
400m silver and gold medals in the
4x400m and mixed 4x400m relays.

After returning from the injury lay-
off, Hima has been running 100m and
200m. She holds the national record of
50.79 seconds in 400m.

"I have not cut (off) running the 400m.
It (recovery from injury) is a long
process. During my injury time, I was
not being able to run 400m because a lot
of pressure developed on the right side
of my back," Hima said after winning
the 100m gold in the National Inter-Sate
Championships here with her personal
best time of 10.43s. "My L4 and L5 (two
lowest vertebrae in the lumbar spine)
were broken and was in a different posi-
tion. Whenever I run it affects me. Then
I did my physiotherapy and ran 30m,
40m, 50m, 100m and then 200m gradual-
ly. Till 300m, I am fine. I ran 300m in
Europe sometime earlier.

"You need to pick up speed in the last
100m (of 400m) and when I did that once
I had to be taken to the hospital (during
a training stint in Poland in 2019)," said
the sprinter from Assam. Asked when

she can start running 400m, she said,
"Not at this point in time, but will surely
do it (in near future). "It may happen at
the end of this year, otherwise I may
prepare 400m for the postponed Asian
Games because I will get time to prepare
(for Asian Games)."

When asked if 400m coach Galina
Bukharina will recommend her to run
it, Hima said, "Galina madam and the
federation will take the decision what is
to be done for me. I will do whatever the
AFI says. "Galina madam is not only my
coach but she is also like my mother. I
even told my mother at home in Assam
not to get tense thinking about me be-
cause I have a mother there (national
camp) also." Hima was earlier training
at the NIS Patiala before shifting base
temporarily to Thiruvananthapuram.
She was part of the Indian team that un-
derwent a training-cum-competition
tour in Turkey. The team returned home
earlier this month.

Running individual 400m
is not yet over for Hima

London, Jun 12 (AP): 

It was a night of stale-
mates for the big teams in
the Nations League on
Saturday, including a drab
scoreless draw in the re-
match of last year's
European Championship
final.

England was held 0-0 by
Italy to leave Gareth
Southgate's side without a
win in three matches in the
top-tier Group 3 this month
as it prepares for the World
Cup.

Just a couple of thousand
schoolchildren were al-
lowed into the
Wolverhampton stadium as
part of England's punish-
ment for its fans' disorder
ahead of the Euro 2020 final
at Wembley, which Italy
won in a penalty shootout.

Mason Mount hit the
crossbar early on for

England and home goal-
keeper Aaron Ramsdale de-
nied Sandro Tonali before a

second half disrupted by
many substitutions as both
coaches rotated their squad

after a gruelling season.
While last-place England is
headed to Qatar in

November, being top of the
group will be no consulta-
tion for the Italians who did
not qualify for a second
straight World Cup.

Hungary, which beat
England last Saturday, is a
point behind Italy, after
drawing 1-1 with Germany.
The goals came in the open-
ing nine minutes with
Jonas Hofmann slotting in
Germany's equalizer to can-
cel out Zsolt Nagy's strike
in Budapest. There were
also two draws in Group 4.
The Netherlands had to
come from two goals down
against Turkey to draw 2-2
after Davy Klaassen and
Denzel Dumfries scored in-
side three minutes early in
the second half. The Dutch
had a chance to seal a third
straight win but Memphis
Depay's penalty hit the post
to leave Louis van Gaal's
side with seven points.

England, Italy draw 0-0 among Nations League stalemates

Ukraines Viktor Tsygankov runs with the ball ahead of Armenias Kamo Hovhannisyan, left, and
Styopa Mkrtchyan, right, during the UEFA Nations League soccer match between Ukraine and
Armenia, in Lodz, Poland.

Bengal LoP prevented from 
visiting violence-hit Howrah

Tamluk (WB), Jun 12 (PTI): 

High drama was wit-
nessed at Tamluk in Purba
Medinipur district on
Sunday afternoon as West
Bengal Leader of
Opposition (LoP) Suvendu
Adhikari was prevented
by police from visiting vio-
lence-hit areas in Howrah.

He was later allowed to
proceed after a two-hour-
long stand-off on the con-
dition that he would go
straight to Kolkata, with-
out making any pit stop in
violence-hit areas in ad-
joining Howrah district.

Adhikari said he would
move the court on Monday
over being prevented from
visiting the areas affected
by violent protests over

controversial remarks on
Prophet Mohammad by
now suspended BJP
spokespersons.

Police claimed prevent-
ing him from travelling to
Howrah was a "precau-
tionary measure" as pro-
hibitory orders under
Section 144 of CrPC have
been clamped in many
areas in the district and
his visit may have caused
law and order problems.

Adhikari was moving
with his security en-
tourage when he was
stopped by a huge police
team at Radharani More
in Tamluk. He was not ac-
companied by any other
BJP leader.

"We have received infor-
mation that Adhikari was
planning to visit Howrah
district, in parts of which

Section 144 of CrPC has
been imposed. So, as a pre-
cautionary measure, we
had to prevent him from
going there as his visit
may have caused a law and
order problem," a senior
police officer told PTI.

Adhikari remained seat-
ed inside the vehicle,
claiming he had no inten-
tion of visiting Howrah.
He was also reluctant to
return to his hometown

Kanthi in Purba
Medinipur district from
where he had started.

He engaged in heated ar-
guments with police offi-
cers present at the spot,
stating that he wanted to
have lunch and take rest at
a guest house in Kolaghat
in Purba Medinipur dis-
trict, before proceeding to
Kolkata.

"I have been unlawfully
obstructed by @WBPolice
on NH 116 at Radhamoni
under Tamluk PS.
@MedinipurSp is there a
Curfew in place in Purba
Medinipur District or
Section 144 has been im-
posed? I am moving to-
wards Kolaghat for having
lunch. How is it prohibit-
ed?" Adhikari said in a se-
ries of tweets from 
the spot.

A priest with devotees during Khuti Puja, a customary ritual that marks the beginning of pandal making for Durga
Puja festivities, in Kolkata, Sunday.

CUSTOMARY RITUAL

People take a bath in the Ranbir Canal to beat the heat on a hot summer day, in Jammu, Sunday.

BEATING THE HEAT

New Delhi, Jun 12 (PTI): 

The BJP on
Sunday authorised
its president J P
Nadda and Union
minister Rajnath
Singh to hold consul-
tations with different

political parties, including
those in the opposition, on
the president's election, in
what is being seen as an
outreach by the ruling
party to arrive at a con-
sensus on the choice for
the top constitutional
post.

The two senior leaders
will talk to both ruling
National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) and oppo-
sition United Progressive
Alliance (UPA) con-
stituents, besides other po-
litical parties as well as in-
dependent members, the

BJP said in a statement is-
sued by its general secre-
tary Arun Singh.

Nadda and Singh will
start holding these consul-
tations soon, it added.

The election for the next
president will be held on
July 18, in which 4,809
electors, including MPs
and MLAs, will vote to
elect incumbent Ram
Nath Kovind's successor.

Going by its strength in
the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha as well as in
many state assemblies,
the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) is in a com-
fortable position to ensure
the victory of the candi-
date nominated by it in
the upcoming election.

Singh, who enjoys a
good rapport with leaders
across the political spec-
trum, was also part of the

BJP's committee during
the 2017 presidential polls
to deliberate with opposi-
tion parties.

In 2017, then BJP presi-
dent Amit Shah had con-
stituted a three-member
panel of then senior
Union ministers Singh,
Arun Jaitley and M
Venkaiah Naidu to hold
talks with all the political
parties over the presiden-
tial polls.

The BJP had fielded
then Bihar governor
Kovind as its candidate in
the polls. Kovind went on
to become the president
after defeating opposition-
backed Meira Kumar.

With relatively less
numbers on its side this
time, the BJP-led NDA's
nominee will require the
support of one of the two
fence-sitters -- the Biju

Janata Dal (BJD) and the
YSR Congress Party. In
the last presidential polls,
both parties had support-
ed Kovind.

Meanwhile, Congress
president Sonia Gandhi
has also reached out to
several opposition leaders,
including Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP)
chief Sharad Pawar and
Trinamool Congress
(TMC) supremo and West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, for the
presidential polls.

Banerjee has called a
meeting of opposition
parties in Delhi on June
15 in the backdrop of the
presidential election. The
presidential polls will be
held on July 18 and the
counting of votes, if need-
ed, will be taken up on
July 21.

Amaravati, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Various schemes initiat-
ed by the Central govern-
ment for providing quality
healthcare services at af-
fordable prices have start-
ed showing good results,
Union Minister of State
for Health Bharati Pravin
Pawar said here on
Sunday.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the end of her
three-day visit to Andhra
Pradesh, the Union minis-
ter said medical infra-
structure has seen a
major push in the last
seven years with the set-
ting up of new medical
colleges and also facilities
in hospitals across the
country.

"In the last seven years,
209 medical colleges have
been added, marking a 54
per cent increase in gov-

ernment medical colleges
and 37 per cent in the pri-
vate sector. In addition, 157
new medical colleges have
been approved and 71 of
them have become func-
tional," she pointed out.

This has resulted in a 75
per cent increase in
MBBS seats and 95 per
cent rise in post-gradua-

tion seats.
She said the Centre has

been continuously provid-
ing funds and technical
support to the states for
various schemes.

"Every scheme and poli-
cy of the Narendra Modi
government is targeted to-
wards the uplift of the
poor. Seva (service) is the
goal of this government
and we are strengthening
the implementation of the
schemes," the Union min-
ister added.

Under the National
Health Mission (NHM),
Andhra Pradesh has been
granted Rs 2,063 crore, in-
cluding a central share of
Rs 1,200 crore.

Under the Emergency
Covid Relief Package, the
state has been given Rs
1,199 crore in two tranch-
es. Also, a grant of Rs 490
crore was extended in

2021-22 under the 15th
Finance Commission,
Pawar said.

Over Rs 200 crore was
also released under vari-
ous other schemes for the
state, she added.

During her three-day
visit, the minister visited
some primary health cen-
tres, the Government
General Hospital in
Vijayawada, the genome
sequencing laboratory,
AIIMS-Mangalagiri and
held a high-level review
meeting on the health sec-
tor with state Health
Minister V Rajini.

As part of the BJP's
Grah Sampark (house
contact) programme, she
visited some households
in Tenali town and inter-
acted with people to ex-
plain the various schemes
being implemented by the
Centre.

Anand, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday said
the development of villages
is essential to achieve the
goal of making India a "five
trillion dollar economy". "I
am of the firm belief that
development of the country
is not possible without the
development of its vil-
lages," Shah said, while ad-
dressing the 41st convoca-
tion ceremony of the
Institute of Rural
Management (IRMA) here
in Gujarat.

Over 250 students re-
ceived their management
degrees in rural manage-
ment during the ceremony.
"Mahatma Gandhi had said
the soul of the country is in
our villages and I firmly be-
lieve that," the Union minis-

ter said. "If villages are
prosperous, self-reliant and
with good facilities, the
country will be prosperous.
It will help achieve the
dream of Atmanirbhar
Bharat (self-reliant India)
and making India a five tril-
lion dollar economy," he
said. Shah said he is excited
to see so many students are

passing out from the IRMA
and will work for the rural
development and manage-
ment. "You will help in
achieving the dreams of
Mahatma Gandhi. You can
work for your personal de-
velopment, but you will also
have to take an oath today
when you are passing out
that you will also work for

the development of our
rural areas," the Union
minister said. He listed the
works done by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
government for rural devel-
opment. The rural man-
agers will play an impor-
tant role in rural develop-
ment, Shah said while ad-
dressing the function. The
Modi government estab-
lished the cooperation min-
istry, which will help
achieve rural development,
he added. IRMA Chairman
Dilip Rath said their insti-
tute, which is shaping up
managers to run coopera-
tive movements in villages,
is best placed to be declared
a national institute of ex-
cellence. The IRMA has al-
ready made a representa-
tion to the government
about this, he said.

J&K admin to provide 
subsidised timber to 

houseboat, shikara owners
Srinagar, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Jammu and Kashmir admin-
istration will provide sub-
sidised timber for repairs and
maintenance of houseboats
and taxi shikaras, an official
said on Sunday. The decision
was taken during a meeting of
the administrative council,
which met here under the
chairmanship of Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha, he said.

The council approved the
proposal of the Tourism
Department to provide sub-
sidised timber to the owners of
houseboats and taxi shikaras,
the spokesperson said. Timber
will be provided for minor/peri-
odical repairs and upkeep of
registered houseboats on 50
per cent concessional rate up
to a maximum of 70 per cent

requirement or 30 cubic feet, 
Whichever is less, through

the Forest Department, he
said. The timber will be provid-
ed to the beneficiaries once in
six years, the spokesperson
said. Similarly, for reconstruc-
tion and major repairs of
houseboats, the timber will be
provided on a one-time basis,
on 50 per cent concessional
rate up to a maximum of 70 per
cent of the requirement or 80
cubic feet, whichever is less,
the spokesperson said. 

In case of registered taxi
shikaras, the timber will be
provided for periodical re-
pairs/ maintenance on 50 per
cent concessional rates to a
maximum of 70 per cent of re-
quirement or 15 cubic feet,
whichever is less, once in five
years, he said.

‘Lalu Prasad Yadav’
to run for President

Patna, Jun 12 (PTI): 

In the upcoming
Presidential election, Lalu
Prasad Yadav plans to
throw his hat in the ring,
firm in his belief that there
must be a Bihari in the con-
test. However, he is not the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD)
chief. A resident of Saran
district, which incidentally
has been the karmabhoomi
(land of work) of his fa-
mous namesake, Yadav
claims to have already
booked a flight ticket to
Delhi where he proposes to
file his nomination papers
on June 15.

He had filed his nomina-
tion papers in 2017 as well
when the contest was be-
tween the then Bihar

Governor Ram Nath
Kovind, who went on to
win, and former Lok Sabha
Speaker Meira Kumar, who
was also a native of the
soil. My papers got rejected
last time since these were
not endorsed by an ade-
quate number of pro-
posers. This time, I am bet-
ter prepared , Yadav told
PTI over phone. A resident
of Yadav Rahimpur village
in Marhaura assembly seg-
ment of Saran, Yadav is
barely 42, young enough to
be a son of the RJD presi-
dent, though, like the latter,
he too takes care of a large
family. I practise agricul-
ture for a living and engage
in social work. I have seven
children. My eldest daugh-
ter is married, said Yadav.
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To move court

‘Development of villages must to
achieve dream of self-reliant India’

Union Home Minister Amit Shah addresses the inauguration
and ground-breaking ceremony of various developmental
projects, in Gandhinagar, Sunday.

But not the one who comes to mind

‘Centre’s health schemes yielding good results’ Kacha Badam’ fame Bhuban’s  new jingle
aims at creating financial awareness

Kolkata, Jun 12 (PTI): 

Bhuban Badyakar,
whose 'Kacha Badam'
rocked the internet a few
months ago, has been
roped in by a micro-fi-
nance company to gener-
ate and enhance financial
awareness in rural areas.

Loan niyechi, kaj ko-
rechi' (I have taken a loan,
I have worked), a jingle
recorded by Badyakar for
Arohan Financial
Services, urges villagers to
repay borrowings on time
to be eligible for advances
of larger amounts.

The song is about help-
ing create financial disci-
pline among people, the
internet sensation told

PTI. I will be more than
happy if people benefit
through my jingle." Reema
Mukherjee, the spokesper-
son of Arohan Financial
Services, said Badyakar is
a popular name in villages
and semi-urban areas, and
his success story has in-
spired many people. We
have uploaded the jingle

on YouTube. Our field offi-
cers, when they visit our
customers, play it. Many
of our customers identify
with Badyakar's struggle,
his achievement in parts
of central, eastern and
north-eastern India. His
story and his rise to fame
gives hope to many entre-
preneurs, Mukherjee said.

The Kolkata-basd com-
pany caters to customers
with low-financial litera-
cy, placed at the bottom of
the socio-economic pyra-
mid in financially under-
penetrated and low-in-
come geographies of the
country.

It is our constant effort
to educate customers and
make them financially in-
formed and independent,"
Managing Director Manoj
Nambiar said.

BJP, BJD cross 
swords over Patnaik’s

foreign tour

Bhubaneswar, Jun 12 (PTI):
The BJP and BJD on
Sunday crossed swords
over Odisha Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik's
proposed foreign tour dur-
ing the Budget session of
the Assembly. BJP Odisha
chief Samir Mohanty said
Patnaik should have
planned his foreign tour
either before or after the
Budget session of the
Assembly beginning on
July 2. Reacting to media
reports that Patnaik will
go on a foreign tour in the
last week of June and is
likely to attend the upcom-
ing assembly session
through virtual mode,
Mohanty said it would be
disappointing if the chief
minister attends the
Monsoon session of the
House virtually.

̈ In rural belts

Bhuban Badyakar

Nadda, Rajnath to hold talks with
other parties on BJP’s behalf
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