
Moosewala case
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi
Police has identified six
shooters allegedly
involved in the murder of
popular Punjabi singer
Sidhu Moosewala, a sen-
ior police officer said on
Friday. H S Dhaliwal,
Special Commissioner of
Police, Special Cell, told
media that the singer's
death was an organised
and brazen killing. During
the media briefing, he
said the police had issued
eight pictures of the sus-
pects and six of the shoot-
ers were identified. Out of
them, the role of four in
the murder, which took
place in Punjab's Mansa
last month, has been
established. 

Pygmy hogs
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: Ten captive-
bred pygmy hogs, the
world's smallest and
rarest wild pigs, have
been released in Manas
National Park of Assam.
Found only in tall dense
alluvial grasslands,
pygmy hogs are incredi-
bly shy. This is the third
instance that pygmy hogs
have successfully been
introduced in the National
Park, a release issued by
biodiversity conservation
group 'Aarayank', a key
partner of the pro-
gramme, said on Friday.

Plastic ban 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Domestic
traders body CAIT on
Friday urged the govern-
ment for postponing the
ban on single use plastic on
account of absence of
alternatives. The ban on
single use plastic will be
enforced from July 1. "It is
a pragmatic step and much
needed to protect the envi-
ronment but in the absence
of equivalent alternatives,
it could prove to be a night-
mare for trade and com-
merce in India ... (But) suf-
ficient preparations have
not been done to provide
an equivalent alternative to
single use plastic,"
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) said.

Elephant attack
BBiillaassppuurr:: A 47-year-old
man was killed and anoth-
er injured in an elephant
attack in Chhattisgarh's
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi
(GPM) district on Friday,
a forest official said. With
this, three people have
been killed in attacks by
jumbos in the district bor-
dering Madhya Pradesh in
the last three months. 

Poachers held
BBaarriippaaddaa:: Four people were
arrested by the personnel of
the Similipal Tiger Reserve
in Odisha's Mayurbhanj dis-
trict for allegedly killing a
barking deer, police said on
Friday. Twelve kg of meat of
the wild animal and three
countrymade guns were
seized from them on
Thursday night, Assistant
Conservator of Forest
Pradeep Dey said.
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Mumbai/Chandigarh, Jun 10: 

The counting of votes for
the Rajya Sabha elections
was delayed on Friday in
Maharashtra and Haryana
over alleged violation of
rules, officials said.

The counting was held
up in Maharashtra after op-
position BJP alleged three
MLAs of the ruling Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA)--
Cabinet ministers Jitendra
Awhad (NCP) and
Yashomati Thakur
(Congress), besides Shiv
Sena legislator Suhas
Kande violated the model
code for voting.

"We have filed an appeal
before the Election
Commission of India, seek-
ing that their votes be held
invalid," said a state BJP
leader.

The BJP has alleged that
Awhad and Thakur handed
over their ballots to their
party agents instead of
only showing them the bal-

lots, while Kande showed
his ballot to two different
agents. The counting has
been put on hold in
Haryana for identical rea-
sons. The BJP and the

Independent candidate
backed by it have urged the
Election Commission to
cancel the votes of two
Congress MLAs. BJP nomi-
nee Krishan Lal Panwar
and Independent candidate
Kartikeya Sharma shot off
a missive to the EC, alleg-
ing Congress MLAs Kiran
Choudhary and B B Batra
showed their ballot papers
to unauthorised persons
after marking them and

that the episodes were
"duly captured" on cam-
eras. The counting has
been put on hold in view of
the complaint made to the
Election Commission,
sources said in
Chandigarh, adding fur-
ther action will depend on
the directions given by the
poll panel. "Permission is
needed from the Election
Commission for the count-
ing. Officials have sent an

email to the ECI seeking
the permission. It should
be granted in some time,"
said Shiv Sena minister
Eknath Shinde in Mumbai.

The Congress has, mean-
while, approached the
Election Commission in
New Delhi accusing the
BJP of trying to defeat the
process of free and fair
election to the Rajya Sabha
in Haryana and demanded
immediate declaration of
results.

A delegation of Congress
leaders comprising Pawan
Kumar Bansal, Vivek
Tankha and Ranjeet
Ranjan met the Election
Commission and handed
over a memorandum by
Ajay Maken, its candidate.

Maken urged Chief
Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar to order decla-
ration of the results with-
out delay after rejecting the
"frivolous" objection by the
BJP over alleged violation
of the secrecy of the ballot.

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Massive protests erupted
in Delhi, Kolkata,
Hyderabad, Kolkata and
cities in Uttar Pradesh on
Friday over remarks by
suspended Bharatiya
Janata Party spokesperson
Nupur Sharma for her con-
troversial remarks on
Prophet Mohammad.

A large crowd of people
gathered on the steps of the
Jama Masjid in New Delhi
after Friday prayers, carry-
ing placards and shouting
slogans against Sharma
and Naveen Jindal, former
head of the Delhi BJP's
media unit.

There was heavy securi-
ty deployment to manage
the situation and avoid any

untoward incident.
According to senior po-

lice officials, the protest
was held peacefully on the
stairs near gate number

one of the mosque, and it
lasted for around 15 to 20
minutes. The protesters
were dispersed from the
area later. "The protest was

held near the gate number
one of Jama Masjid. We de-
manded the arrested of
Nupur Sharma for her re-
mark on Prophet
Mohammad. It was a peace-
ful protest, and people left
the area after a while," said
Akram Qureshi, a resident
of the area.

Protests broke out at sev-
eral places in Uttar
Pradesh state after the
Friday prayers over now-
suspended BJP leader
Nupur Sharma's controver-
sial remark on Prophet
Mohammad recently.

A senior official at the
Uttar Pradesh Police head-
quarters in Lucknow said
sloganeering took place in
Saharanpur, Moradabad,
Rampur and Lucknow.

Navsari (Guj), Jun 10 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
attacked the Congress,
saying that those who
were in power in the coun-
try for a long time post-
Independence, never gave
priority to the develop-
ment of tribal areas as it
required hard work.

Addressing the Gujarat
Gaurav Abhiyan rally in
Khudvel village located in
tribal-dominated Navsari
district of the state, Modi
said he does not launch de-
velopment works to get
votes or to win elections,
but he does so with the in-

tention of improving the
lives of people.

Assembly polls in
Gujarat, Modi's home
state, are scheduled by the
end this year, where the
ruling BJP seeks to retain
power. "Those who ruled
the country for a long time
after Independence, never
gave priority to the devel-
opment of tribal areas.
They never undertook de-
velopment works in the
areas where it was re-
quired the most, because it
needed hard work. There
were no proper roads in
tribal areas in the past,"
Modi said without naming
any party.

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

The government is like-
ly to invite preliminary
bids for privatising IDBI
Bank by July-end, an offi-
cial said.

The Department of
Investment and Public
Asset Management
(DIPAM) is currently hold-
ing roadshows in the US
for the sale. After a few
more such investor meets,
it will finalise the contours
of the sale, the official
added. "We may need one
more round of discussion
with RBI on IDBI strategic
sale. The expression of in-
terest (EoI) may be invited
by July-end," the official
said. The government
holds 45.48 per cent stake
in the bank, while LIC
owns 49.24 per cent.

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Experts said people low-
ering their guard and va-
cation period are the main
reasons behind the recent
increase in coronavirus
cases in the national capi-
tal.

Delhi logged 622 fresh
COVID-19 cases and two
deaths on Thursday, while
the positivity rate rose to
3.17 per cent, according to
data shared by the city
health department.

On June 1, the city had
reported 368 cases with a
positivity rate of 1.74 per
cent. Within a span of 10
days, cases have crossed
the 500-mark in terms of

single-day infections. On
Wednesday, the national
capital had seen 564 infec-
tions in a single day, high-
est since May 15 when 613

cases were reported. B L
Sherwal, medical superin-
tendent, RML Hospital
said there is a need to keep
a vigil, but one should not
panic. "Everybody has low-
ered the guard so such
spikes (of cases) will hap-
pen. Patients are recover-
ing in three to four days,
and are having fever, body
ache or loose motions. The
good thing is that there is
no lung involvement and
requirement of oxygen," he
said. The senior doctor
added that only those who
are very sick and advised
by doctors are getting ad-
mitted to hospitals. S K
Arora, medical director,
Sanjay Gandhi Memorial

Hospital attributed the in-
crease in incidences of
coronavirus infection to
the vacation season.

"This has become a com-
mon mild infection and
such spurts will happen.
Also, it is the vacation sea-
son and people are travel-
ling from one state to an-
other, and there will be
such instances reported.
But the only thing is that
the infections are mild," he
added. As of Thursday, 85 of
9,630 hospital beds were oc-
cupied. According to Delhi
Corona mobile application,
the number of hospital
beds stood at 85 even on
Friday, while 28 out of 2,218
ICU beds are occupied.

Washington, Jun 10 (PTI):

India on Friday re-
mained on the US treasury
department's currency
Monitoring List of major
trading partners as
Washington placed India
along with 11 other major
economies that merit close
attention to their currency
practices and macroeco-
nomic policies.

The countries are China,
Japan, South Korea,
Germany, Italy, India,
Malaysia, Singapore,
Thailand, Taiwan,
Vietnam and Mexico, said
the US Department of
Treasury in its semi-annu-
al Report to Congress on
Macroeconomic and

Foreign Exchange Policies
of Major Trading Partners
of the United States.

All except Taiwan and
Vietnam (which were sub-
ject to enhanced engage-
ment) were on the
Monitoring List in the
December 2021 Report, a
media release said.

The Administration con-
tinues to strongly advocate
for our major trading part-
ners to carefully calibrate
policy tools to support a
strong and sustainable
global recovery. An uneven
global recovery is not a re-
silient recovery. It intensi-
fies inequality, exacerbates
global imbalances and
heightens risks to the glob-
al economy," said

Secretary of the Treasury
Janet L Yellen.

Explaining its decision
to keep India on the list,
the Treasury said that
India met two of the three
criteria in the December
2021 and the April 2021
Reports, having a signifi-
cant bilateral trade sur-
plus with the US and en-
gaged in persistent, one-
sided intervention over the
reporting period.

India met only the signif-
icant bilateral trade sur-
plus threshold in this
Report, the Treasury said,
adding that India will re-
main on the Monitoring
List until it meets fewer
than two criteria for two
consecutive Reports.

Lucknow, Jun 10 (PTI): 

The Lucknow bench of
the Allahabad High Court
on Friday declined to enter-
tain a PIL seeking the estab-
lishment of a committee
headed by a retired or sit-
ting judge of the Supreme
Court or a high court to as-
certain the truth about a
structure recently found in
the Gyanvapi mosque com-
plex in Varanasi.

After hearing the public
interest litigation (PIL) at
length, a vacation bench of
Justices Rajesh Singh
Chauhan and Subhash
Vidyarthi dismissed the
plea and said it would issue
a detailed order later.

It was claimed by the

Hindu side that a Shivling
was found during a videog-
raphy survey of the
Gyanvapi mosque-Shringar
Gauri complex last month.

The claim was disputed
by the mosque committee
members who said it was
part of the water fountain
mechanism in the wa-
zookhana reservoir, used by
devotees to perform ritual
ablutions before offering
namaz.

The PIL was filed by
Sudhir Singh, Ravi Mishra,
Mahant Balak Das,
Shivendra Pratap Singh,
Markendey Tiwari, Rajiv
Rai and Atul Kumar, claim-
ing themselves to be devo-
tees of Lord Shiva.

The petitioners have

made the central govern-
ment, the Uttar Pradesh
government and the
Archeological Survey of
India (ASI) as opposite par-
ties in the matter.

Appearing for the Uttar
Pradesh government, Chief
Standing Counsel (in-
charge) Abhinav Narayan
Trivedi vehemently op-
posed the PIL arguing that
it was not maintainable
here as Varanasi falls in the
territorial jurisdiction of
the Allahabad High Court
instead of the Lucknow
bench.

He also stressed that
since the Supreme Court is
already seized of the mat-
ter, the same plea cannot be
presented here.

Massive protests in multiple cities
over Prophet remarks

People from the Muslim community with police personnel during
a protest over controversial remarks made by two now-suspended
BJP leaders about Prophet Mohammad, in Prayagraj, Friday.

‘Govt to invite preliminary

bids for IDBI Bank 

privatisation next month’

HC rejects PIL seeking panel to ascertain truth
about structure found in Gyanvapi complex

PM Modi targets Congress

HHaarriiddwwaarr  ((UU''kkhhaanndd)):: A two-day meeting of the Kendriya Margdarshak
Mandal of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad will begin here on Saturday to dis-
cuss a range of issues like Gyanvapi mosque, targeted killings of
Kashmiri Pandits and 'ghar wapsi'. Around 250 seers, 'mahamandalesh-
wars', 'acharyas' and representatives of all 13 akhadas are likely to
attend the meeting to be held at Nishkam Seva Trust here. Such an event
is held twice a year since the establishment of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) in 1964. The inaugural session will be held on Saturday from 3 pm
to 6 pm, and the second and final session from 9 am to 1 pm on Sunday,
VHP central secretary Ashok Tiwari said. He noted that conversions,
'ghar wapsi' or 'reconversions', killings in Kashmir, population control
and uniform civil code are likely to be discussed in the meeting.

Noida, Jun 10 (PTI): 

A police constable de-
ployed in Gautam Buddh
Nagar has been dismissed
from duty for violating the
Uttar Pradesh government
service rules as he re-
mained absent from work
without permission for
nearly 200 days, officials
said on Friday.

The constable is also be-
lieved to have got married
for the second time during
this period even as his first
wife was alive and not sepa-
rated from him, they said.

Constable Chitrasen
Kumar, aged around 30
years, was inducted into the
service in 2012. During his
appointment in the Gautam
Buddh Nagar commission-

erate, he remained absent
from work from July 25,
2020 to February 3, 2021 --
193 days -- without permis-
sion, a police spokesperson
said.

The constable also got
married for a second time
even as his first wife was
alive, he said.

Preliminary inquiry
found his actions in viola-
tion of the provisions of
Rule 29 of the Uttar Pradesh
Government Servant
Conduct Rules, 1956 in rela-
tion to marriage, the official
said. Departmental proceed-
ings also found him guilty
under Rule-14(1) of the UP
Subordinate Category
Police Officers (Punishment
and Appeal) Rules, 1991, the
spokesperson said.

‘Those who ruled country for
long never gave priority to

development of tribal areas’

VHP meeting in
Haridwar on June 11-12

Cop skips work for nearly 200
days, gets married second time

India among 12 economies on currency
Monitoring List’ of US treasury

‘People lowering guard, vacation season
behind spike in COVID-19 cases’

A healthcare worker collects a
swab sample of a woman for
Covid-19 testing amid a surge

in coronavirus cases, in
Jammu, Friday.

RS polls: Counting halted over
accusations of violation of rules

Congress delegation comprising
senior leaders Vivek Tankha

address the media after meet-
ing the Election Commission of

India, in New Delhi, Friday.

JJaaiippuurr:: The ruling Congress on Friday won three of the four Rajya
Sabha seats in Rajasthan, overcoming the challenge posed by
BJP-backed independent candidate Subhash Chandra, according
to the party. The BJP got the fourth seat. Congress candidates
Randeep Surjewala, Mukul Wasnik and Pramod Tiwari were elect-
ed to the Rajya Sabha, according to a tweet by Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot. BJP candidate and former minister
Ghanshyam Tiwari said he had also won, polling 43 votes.
"Congress's victory on three Rajya Sabha seats in Rajasthan is a
victory of democracy. I congratulate all the three newly elected
MPs Shri Pramod Tiwari, Shri Mukul Wasnik and Shri Randeep
Surjewala. I am sure that all the three MPs will be able to strong-
ly advocate the rights of Rajasthan in Delhi," Gehlot tweeted.

Congress wins 3 seats in Rajasthan: Gehlot

Janjgir, Jun 10 (PTI): 

An 11-year-old boy fell into a
80-feet deep abandoned
borewell at a village in
Chhattisgarh's Janjgir-Champa
district on Friday, an official
said.
Teams from the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and state disaster
response force (SDRF) have
been called to assist in the res-
cue operation that has been on
since over four hours, he said.
The child, Rahul Sahu, fell into
the abandoned borewell locat-
ed in the backyard of his house
in Pihrid village, in Malkharoda
development block, around 2
pm, Janjgir-Champa superin-
tendent of police Vijay Agrawal
said. On hearing the boy's
cries, his family members

informed other villagers. The
district administration and
police officials were soon alert-
ed and the rescue operation
was launched around 4 pm, he
said. A team of doctors has
also been deputed at the spot
and arrangements have been
made to provide oxygen inside
the borewell, the official said.
According to the boy's father
Lala Ram Sahu, the borewell,
which is around 80-feet deep,
was dug earlier in his veg-
etable garden in the backyard
and when no water was found,
it was left unused and uncov-
ered, officials said.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has asked offi-
cials to take necessary meas-
ures to save the child and
intensify the rescue operation,
a government statement said.

CG : 11-year-old boy falls into
borewell in Janjgir-Champa

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 10: Place
is not a barrier for se-
lection in UPSC. One
can also crack UPSC by
studying from Raipur.
Aspirants can crack
this exam without
coaching and even
after studying in Hindi
medium. Five toppers
of UPSC gathered in
Durg on Friday and all
are from different edu-
cation streams.

Shraddha Shukla
from Raipur, Pooja
Sahu from Magarlod,
Abhishek Agrawal,
Akshay Pillai and
Divyanjali have
cracked UPSC this
year. They shared tips
and tricks with the as-
pirants during a pro-
gramme held at BIT on
Friday.

While addressing the
gathering, Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure also shared his
experiences. He said
that he was also attend-
ing such workshops be-
fore cracking the civil
services exam. Hard
work starts working
beyond the limits of
your intelligence.

SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava also shared his
experiences. He said
that there is no substi-
tute for hard work.
Smart work also starts
with the experiences

gained from hard
work.

If someone prepares
for UPSC, then he will
have to prepare with
complete dedication.

Unless you put your
energy into it with full
determination, you
will not get success,
but if you work hard
with the right strategy,
then success is certain.

During the workshop,
aspirants also asked
questions from the
UPSC toppers. At the
end of the workshop,
Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi proposed
the vote of thanks.

She said that the
workshop would defi-
nitely help the aspi-
rants. Deputy Collector
Jageshwar Kaushal,
Lavkesh Dhruv and
Deputy Director
(Manpower Planning)
Rajkumar Kurre were
also present.

SSeellff  ccoonnttrrooll  iiss  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  aassppiirraannttss::  AAbbhhiisshheekk  AAggaarrwwaall  
Sharing the strategy to crack UPSC, Abhishek Agrawal said that it is necessary to identi-

fy the pattern as the questions are asked in pattern in prelims. In the first round of prelims,
the aspirant should attempt only those questions for which he is sure. Then in the second
round, you can take a risk on some questions if you have studied enough. Thematic maps
are very useful, he said. If the aspirant is sound in technical, he can take such an option. He
also suggested paying special attention to the essay as often the candidates do not take it
seriously. Understanding the question seriously is the first step to answering correctly, he
said. He used to read editorials in the newspapers during preparations. If the aspirant is a
working person and has less time for studies, then he must decide his priorities. Self con-
trol is necessary so that you can spare enough time for studies, he concluded.

Usha Upadhyaya 

Bhilai: Sector 8 resi-
dent Usha Upadhyaya
left for heavenly
abode at the age of 78
years on Thursday
night. Last rites of the
mortal remains were
performed at
R a m n a g a r
Muktidham. She was
the mother of Om
Prakash Upadhyaya
and Pramod
Upadhyaya.

OBITUARY
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BMM students bag 43 top positions in the merit
list of Hemchand Yadav University, Durg

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 10: The quality
of any college is evaluated
by the achievements made
by the students and this has
been proved by the students
of Bhilai Mahila
Mahavidyalaya (Managed
by Bhilai Education Trust),
who have been successful in
bagging total 43 positions in
the merit list of 2019-20 in-
cluding 7 Gold Medals of
University Toppers for the
different UG & PG courses.
The merit list was recently
declared by the Hemchand
Yadav Durg
Vishwavidyalaya, Durg.

In the UG level courses,

Anjali Kashyap of BCom, R
Suman of BSc Home
Science secured first place
in the university merit list,
while in the PG level cours-
es, Deepshikha Sinha from
MSc Physics Course,
Shweta Rai of MSc Maths,
Vandana Yadav MSc
Human Development,
Aparna Shrivastava MSc
Textile & Clothing course
and Priya Agrawal of
MCom course  excelled
with the golden achieve-
ment by occupying first
place in the merit list and
bagging University gold
medals. Apart from these 7
first places, the students
from Bhilai Mahila

Mahavidyalaya who have
achieved top positions in
the University Merit list in
UG Courses are: Vandana
from BSc second place in
the university's merit list,
Raheeraj Nishad third,
Pragya Rajput got fifth and
Tarankita finished tenth.
Apart from this, profession-
al course B Ed student
Rashmi Pandey of the col-
lege secured eighth place in
the university merit list.

In the PG level courses
students of the MSc
Physics Course Monika
Meshram, Megha Bhatt,
Ankita Sharma, Shikha
Sahu, Shraddha Sahu se-
cured second, fourth sixth,

eighth and tenth place re-
spectively in the University
merit list. In MSc
Chemistry course, Renuka
Badwaik secured fourth po-
sition. Pooja Satpute stood
fourth in the merit list of
MSc Botany course. Raanu
Ghosh, Bheshmala Verma
and Uma secured eighth,
ninth and tenth position re-
spectively in MSc
Biotechnology course. In
MSc Maths, Ekta Pandey,
Itisha Verma, Ragini Yadav,
Neha Sharma & Anita Sahu
secured the second, fifth,
seventh (jointly) and the
ninth positions respectively.
Dally Pisda, Pooja Bhendia
and Jagriti Prasad ranked
fourth sixth and eighth re-
spectively in MSc
Microbiology course. In
MSc Human Development,
Kiran Mahla stood second,
Renuka Sahu third and
Lukeshwari fourth. Shikha
Rajpoot ranked second,
Jyoti Deshlahara third and
Pooja Sharma secured

fourth position in MSc
Textile & Clothing. In MSc
Computer Science course
Priti Prasad secured third,
K Jyoti sixth, Harshila
Kamde seventh, Jyoti
Baghel eighth and Shruti
Mishra got ninth position.
In MCom course Tejal
Rathore finished third and
Poonam Devi Pandey stood
eighth in the university
merit list.

On this outstanding per-
formance of the students of
Bhilai Mahila
Mahavidyalaya, Managing
Trustee of Bhilai
Education Trust Vijay
Kumar Gupta, Chairman of
Bhilai Mahila
Mahavidyalaya Arvind
Jain and Principal BMM Dr
Sandhya Madan Mohan ex-
pressed happiness at this
golden achievement of the
students and wished them a
bright future ahead. The
Head of the Departments,
faculty members and staff
of the college also congrat-
ulated the successful stu-
dents. It is worth noting
that Bhilai Mahila
Mahavidyalaya has been
consistently dominating
the university's merit list
for the past four decades
with its outstanding per-
formance in the field of aca-
demics.

Blast Furnace 8 creates new
daily production record

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 10: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's Modex
Unit, Blast Furnace 8(BF 8)
has once again created a

new day record. On June 09,
22, (BF 8) set a new daily
record by producing 9229 T
Hot metal, surpassing the
previous best of 9150 T Hot
metal on September 19,

2020. The Senior manage-
ment of BSP has congratu-
lated the entire BF 8 team
and its supporting depart-
ments for the record-break-
ing performance.

UPSC toppers share tips and tricks to crack exam
EExxppeerriieennccee  ggiivveess  pprraaccttiiccaall  kknnoowwlleeddggee;;  ssoo  ttaallkk  

wwiitthh  eexxppeerriieenncceedd  ppeeooppllee::  SShhrraaddddhhaa  SShhuukkllaa

Sharing her experiences, Shraddha Shukla said that one must know his capa-
bilities. The aspirant must ask himself whether he deserves it. She said that the
aspirants often remain puzzled whether they could get selected from smaller
cities. Shraddha said that aspirants from any city can prepare and get selected.
She studied from Raipur and cracked UPSC. She suggested reading the original
material and asserted that language is not a barrier. The aspirant must keep the
mindset that the paper will be tough. Attitude also matters a lot and hence don't
be afraid. She suggested checking the government websites frequently. Shraddha
added that she writes a diary and explained that this habit gives you a chance to
understand yourself. She fumbled in the last interview but this time it was great as she had prepared
well. Discussing with experienced people strengthens the understanding as practical aspects come from
experience. She further informed that she wore a Kosa saree for the interview. She further said that
there are so many coaching institutes but their role in preparations is only 10 to 20 percent.

Shraddha Shukla

UUPPSSCC  iiss  lliikkee  aa  mmaarraatthhoonn,,  nneeeeddss  ppaattiieennccee::  DDiivvyyaannjjaallii  JJaaiisswwaall  

UPSC can be compared with a marathon and hence the aspirant
needs to maintain patience to crack it. Divyanjali Jaiswal said
that her option was Political Science. She opined that one should
not follow any particular person but make strategy according to
your qualities. She detailed the three phases of UPSC and stated
that she practiced a lot in prelims. She took the decision according
to the subject in general studies. She suggested the aspirants to
Read one book over and over again and asserted that reading
NCERT books is a must. While practicing essays, the aspirant must get it checked
from seniors and make improvements on the basis of their suggestions. It is very im-
portant to complete all the questions and maintain the quality of answers. Speaking
about the last phase, she said that it is important to fill your resume correctly in the
interview. For example, while choosing a hobby, it is important that you have a deep
knowledge about it.

Divyanjali Jaiswal

Abhishek Agrawal

DDoonn''tt  wwoorrrryy  aabboouutt  rreessuullttss,,  jjuusstt  ccoonncceennttrraattee  oonn  ssttuuddiieess::  AAkksshhaayy  PPiillllaaii
Sharing his experiences, Akshay Pillai said that the aspirant should not worry about

the result but shall concentrate on preparations and studies. One must pay attention and
understand the concept with clarity. During preparations, the aspirant must regularly in-
teract with the subject experts. He suggested preparing as per the strategy. He also ex-
plained the Engineering options in detail. While preparing for the interview, the aspirant
should prepare well about hobbies as well as the home state. If the aspirant is from
Chhattisgarh, he must pay special attention to the government policies. One should not
try to invent any new hobby. Akshay further stated that he used to study for 8 to 10 hours
a day but he believes that the quality of reading is more important. Akshay Pillai

SSttaayy  sseellff  mmoottiivvaatteedd  ttoo  ffuullffiill  tthhee  ddrreeaammss::  PPoooojjaa  SSaahhuu
Pooja Sahu hails from Magarlod of Dhamtari District. She informed that the mobile net-

work is very weak in her area so she had to go up on the roof to access the internet. She
added that 70% of the population resides in rural areas and hence selection of a villager in
UPSC should not be a matter of surprise. There is no need to visit the Mussoorie Academy
for inspiration but the aspirant must remain self motivated to crack UPSC. She informed
that she was unable to clear the prelims in the first two attempts but rectified the mistakes
in the third attempt. It is very important to go through the books again and again. The
mock tests also help a lot and improve performance. One must closely observe the sur-
roundings. She learned it from her mother which helped her a lot in the exams. Ensuring
best quality output along with maintaining speed is required to clear the mains. Pooja fur-
ther said that she was an engineering student and during preparation of UPSC, she studied
arts also. She suggested the aspirants not be afraid of changes and make best use of the internet. Her hobby was to
watch movies and she prepared it well for the interviews. She further suggested the aspirants to take breaks during
studies and set a target for studies. She added that one must stay away from negative people and have positive
thoughts. Some people achieve their destination quickly but others are late. If you keep going, success is inevitable.
When District Collector Dr Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure asked how she remained motivated after failure in first two
attempts, Pooja said that her parents explained the message of Nishkaam Karma mentioned in Bhagwad Geeta. She
continued to work hard, stayed away from social media for 3 years and finally got success. 

Pooja Sahu

Discussions held with employees to
strengthen Safety inside Bhilai Steel Plant

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 10: A dis-
cussion was held with
the objective of
strengthening Safety in
the Plant with Senior
management, Union
representatives and offi-
cials of Officers
Association. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP), KK Singh, ED (P
& A), Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), Nisha Soni,
CGM (Personnel), GM
(IR & CLC) JN Thakur
and other officials were
present during the dis-
cussions.

NK Banchhor and
Pervinder Singh from
Officers Association,
Sanjay Sahu and Puran
Verma from INTUC,
Savita Malviya and SP

Dey from CITU, IP
Mishra Shri
Ravishankar Singh from
BMS, Rajesh Aggarwal
and Sheikh Mehmud
from Ispat Shramik
Manch, Ujjwal Dutta
and Khubchand Verma
from BSP Workers
Union, Vinod Soni and
Anil Panappan from
AITUC and Sunil
Ramteke, from SAIL-
SC/ST Federation were
present during the dis-
cussions.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) urged
everyone to work togeth-
er to strengthen the
Safety mechanisms in
the Plant. The Plant
management continu-
ously strives to improve
the Safety setup in the
Plant, he said. We must

strengthen the Safety
setup with the help of
Officers Association and
Unions to avoid mishaps,
he said. He urged those
present to give their sug-
gestions to strengthen
Safety in the Plant. We
must work together to
foster a safe work envi-
ronment, he added.

Members of Officers
Association and Unions
put forth their sugges-
tions to improve Safety
to control mishaps.
Others present praised
the joint efforts to im-
prove the Safety setup in
the Plant and put across
their views on the issue.
Safety training for con-
tract workers, focus on
Behavioural Safety and
specialised training re-
lated to Hot shops and

Mills were suggested.
Analysis of prime rea-

sons for accidents and
removing actual impedi-
ments were suggested.
Detailed information
must be shared before
doing dangerous jobs
and  people must be
made aware of dangers
beforehand. Suggestions
for formulation of a
Joint Safety Committee
was given. All members
who were part of the dis-
cussions were of the
united view that we will
get better results if we
work together on the
crucial issue of Safety.

All members of
Officers Association and
Unions pledged to ren-
der their complete sup-
port to strengthen Safety
in the Plant.

No Bigger Insult, than Parachute
Nominees for Rajya Sabha

By GV Rajshekher Rao

W hen we think
upon the literal

definition of
'CRIME'usually a nu-
merous strata of
thoughts flash into our
'MIND'S EYE' like-
Murder, Bloodshed,
Robbery, Looting,
fights, Mob-Lynchings,
Bankruptcy, illegal
trafficking of Humans,
drugs Target-killings
Religious rows and so
on......But, can you ever
imagine simply a legal
nomination of candi-
dates for 'RAJYASAB-
HA' from any state may
even be more heinous
'CRIME'? 

YES IT IS!  And this
'CRIME' is even bigger
than Mass  shooting
and Genocide as it in-
stantly kills all the
'LIVING SOULS'  of a
particular state when
few candidates from
other states are nomi-
nated to represent our
own state in 'RA-
JYASABHA'  at the
huge cost of whole
state's ignorance.

Now the point is-
How a stranger can be
more loyal and speak
our 'HEART' su-

perceeding our own
family members (Here
citizens of our state
CG) of the state? I, ut-
terly fail to understand
this illogical-logic
hence  No question of
further chewing and
digesting.

Me, as a common cit-
izen of the state
' C H A T T I S G A R H '
where I have born,
brought up, and still
have been living for the
past 'Half a Century' I
strongly Condemn, the
outside parachute
N o m i n a t i o n s
for'RAJYASABHA' by
our ruling party and
feel intensely that, its
not only an insult of

the state but an 'unfor-
givable crime' against
our innocent but brave
people of CHHATTIS-
GARH, who have ever
been betrayed like this
before since inception
of the Beautiful 'BOWL
OF RICE'.

Now, the ball is in the
Court of our state citi-
zens/voters to PON-
DER DEEP over the
'SILK CRIME' which
appears to be more
painful than being
physically stabbed
with the dagger.

Though, I am neither
politician nor having
any political taste but
being an honest soldier
of the mother-state
will always try my
level best to walk an
extra-mile in the inter-
est and welfare of the
state citizens just to
project our Beautiful
talented Chhattisgarhi
people as more
stronger and second to
'NONE'.

(The Author is
presently Principal

in TATA DAV Public
School, Sonadih,

Baloda-Bazar /
Fulbright Scholar

(USA)

GV Rajshekhar Rao
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FAREWELL PARTY

Girls from a private college are holding farewell party for seniors here on Friday.

Raipur, Jun 10:

Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey has
written a letter to Union
Minister of Chemicals
and Fertilizers Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya and
Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar regarding short
supply of chemical fertil-
izers to Chhattisgarh for
Kharif season 2022. In his
letter, Choubey has asked
for immediate supply of 2
lakh 5 thousand 82 metric
tonnes in the quantity of
fertilizer to Chhattisgarh
as per the supply plan for
the months of April and
May for Kharif. He also
asked to supply fertiliser
as per complete demand
for the month of June to
the state. Chhattisgarh is
an agricultural state and
80 percent of the popula-
tion of the state is associ-
ated with agriculture,
Choubey mentioned in
his letter. According to
him Kharif season is very
important from the point
of view of agriculture. In
the Kharif season, crops
are sown in 48.20 lakh
hectares in the state, in
which paddy and other ce-
reals are sown in 40.50
lakh hectares, pulses in

3.76 lakh hectares,
oilseeds in 2.55 lakh
hectares and other crops
in 1.32 lakh hectares, he
wrote in his letter.

A total of 13.70 lakh
metric tonnes of fertiliz-
ers have been approved by
the Government of India
for Chhattisgarh in
Kharif 2022. The state was
to get 3.29 lakh metric
tonnes of urea in the
months of April and May
as per the supply plan,
whereas only 2.30 lakh
metric tonnes of urea was
supplied to the state in the
above two months, which
is 99,378 metric tonnes
less than the supply plan,
he said in his letter.
Similarly, instead of sup-
plying 1.60 lakh metric

tonnes of DAP, only 1.09
lakh metric tonnes of
DAP was supplied to
Chhattisgarh, which is
51,034 metric tonnes less
than the supply plan.
Moreover 18,309 MT MOP
and 36,361 MT NPK fertil-
izers have been received
against the supply plan.
Thus, against the supply
plan of the above two
months, the total supply
of 2.05 lakh metric tonnes

of fertilizers to the state
has been reduced.
Choubey has written in
his letter that for
Chhattisgarh only 2.10
lakh metric tonnes of fer-
tilizer supply plan has
been approved against the
fixed demand of 2.66 lakh
metric tonnes in the
month of June, which is
56 thousand metric tonnes
less. He said that short
supply of fertilizers is

being made to
Chhattisgarh against the
demand and supply plan.
Choubey has written that
the monsoon is usually ac-
tive in the state in the sec-
ond week of June and
there is a rapid increase
in the offtake of fertiliz-
ers. The Kharif program
as well as law and order
will definitely be affected
by the shortage of fertiliz-
ers in the state.

Choubey asks Centre for 
supply of chemical fertilizers 

Writes to Union Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers and Union Agri Minister 

 To Ch’garh as per
supply plan

Inadequate supply of chemical fertilizers to Ch’garh 
RRaaiippuurr:: In view of the short supply of chemical fertilizers to Chhattisgarh against the demand
in Kharif 2022 by the Central Government, the State Government is making every effort to
ensure timely availability of fertilizers to the farmers of the state. Efforts are being made by
the Chhattisgarh government to ensure the supply of fertilizers in the state by constant con-
tact and coordination with the officials of chemical fertilizer suppliers. Necessary coordination
is also being done for rakes to be received through rail for fertilizers. According to the infor-
mation received from the officials, in the months of April and May 2022, the total supply of urea
to the state was to be 3.29 lakh tones, but only 2.20 lakh tones of urea was received. The entire
control of distribution of urea is exercised by the Ministry of Fertilizers, Government of India.
The availability of urea is 62 per cent against the target of Kharif. Similarly, the availability of
NPK in the state is 30 percent against the target of Kharif, the availability of DAP is 39 percent,
the availability of potash is 35 percent. Fertiliser shortage may arise in the days to come due to
delay in receipt of fertilizers. Efforts are being made by the state government to ensure avail-
ability of chemical fertilizers. It is worth noting that Chhattisgarh has demanded 13.70 lakh
tonnes of fertilizers from the Center for Kharif 2022, which has been approved by the
Government of India. The demand included 6.50 lakh tonnes of urea, 3 lakh tones of DAP, 80
thousand tones of potash, 1.10 lakh tonnes of NPA and 2.30 lakh tonnes of superphosphate.
Arrangements are being made by the state government to facilitate advance lifting for farmers
through cooperative institutions, regular entry in Pos machine and fast storage and distribution
of the fertilizer received so that the state does not face any problem in getting the fertilizers
on time. Since all other fertilizers except urea are mostly based on imported material, hence
they can be arranged only through Government of India. Therefore, it is the responsibility of
the Central Government to provide adequate fertilizers in the state.

Raipur, Jun 10:

Urla Police have arrest-
ed a ganja peddler with 29
kg ganja on the basis of in-
formation elicited through
interrogation from some
more peddlers who were
arrested recently with
about more than 5 quintals
of ganja.

According to informa-
tion available Police re-
ceived a tip off that a per-
son was waiting for the
bus with a lot of ganja in
the bags. On the said infor-

mation, Urla police imme-
diately rushed to the spot
and verified the informa-
tion verified. A person was

standing there with some
bags.

Seeing the police, he was
trying to run away in
panic but was caught by
the police team after a
quick siege. During search
of that suspect, four bags
filled with ganja were
found. These bags con-
tained 29 kg ganja with a
value of Rs 2.90 lakh. On
interrogation he informed
that he had sent congign-
ments of ganja from
Odisha to different places
of Uttar Pradesh.

Ganja peddler caught with 29 kg ganja from bus stand 

Raipur, Jun 10: 

Police have arrested two
miscreants in connection
with the incident of mur-
der of a youth in Raipur
late on Thursday night.
The miscreants who killed
the youth with a knife are
only 18 and 19 years old.
After arresting both the
youths, the police are in-
terrogating them in con-
nection with the incident
of murder which took
place in Santoshi Nagar
area of the city.

A youth named Aman
Khan was attacked with a
knife by two miscreants
near the government
school in the area. Aman,
who was badly injured,
was taken to Ambedkar
Hospital where doctors de-
clared him brought dead.
Since night, the police
were looking for the mis-
creants who carried out
this incident, who have

now been caught.
According to the infor-

mation received from the
police, some people in the
locality had seen the at-
tackers at the time of the
incident. On the basis of
inputs given by them, the
police caught the suspects.

Police have arrested
Mahendra Bagh alias
Bochu (18) and Govind
Joshi alias Babbu (19).
Both these youths are resi-
dents of Santoshi Nagar
area who already knew
Aman Khan. According to
information both the ar-

rested youths had old ri-
valry with Aman.

Aman’s father Abdul
Asad Khan told police that
Aman had left with his
bullet around 11:30 last
night. Mahendra Bagh
and Govind Joshi stopped
him near the government
school.

Soon fight broke out be-
tween Aman and both the
youths. In an attempt to
settle old scores
Mahendra and Govind
stabbed Aman, his father
said.

Aman’s father said that
his acquaintance Hanif
Khan, a resident of Nehru
Nagar, saw Aman lying on
the road and brought him
to the hospital in his car,
where Aman was declared
brought died.

Police have now regis-
tered crime under Section
302 against Mahendra and
Govind based on the state-
ment of Aman’s father.

Youth stabbed to death over old rivalry
Two arrested

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1100::  

In view of gradual increase in
the number of COVID-19 cases
the directorate of health services
has issued fresh guideline and
instructed to be vigilant regard-
ing COVID-19. The new guideline
has been issued to the Collector,
Chief Medical Health Officer and
Civil Surgeon of Raipur. 

According to guideline the
people should be encouraged to
wear masks for prevention of
COVID-19. People visiting crowd-
ed places, public auditoriums
and less ventilated places should
be especially encouraged to use
masks. Precautionary doses of
COVID-19 vaccination are to be
given to all eligible people.
Special effort should be made for
this. Additional COVID-19 vacci-
nation centers should be set up
at the local level as per the
requirement, so that people can
get the vaccine dose easily.

Patients coming to OPD and
IPD of hospitals should also be
tested for COVID-19 according to
their symptoms. Patients admit-
ted with diarrhea etc. are also to

be tested for COVID-19. General
public should be told about the
importance of physical distanc-
ing to prevent COVID-19 infec-
tion. They should also be advised
to avoid frequently going to
crowded places.

Chhattisgarh on Thursday
recorded 23 new COVID-19
cases, taking the tally in the state
to 11,52,566, while the death toll
remained unchanged at 14,035,
an official said. Of the new cases,
10 were in Raipur, followed by
four in Bilaspur and three in
Rajnandgaon among other dis-
tricts, while no new COVID-19
case was reported in 21 other
districts, he said. The number of
recoveries reached 11,38,442
after 10 persons completed their
home isolation, leaving the state
with an active tally of 89. With
3,165 samples examined during
the day, the overall test figure
went up to 1,77,65,045, he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coronavirus fig-
ures are as follows: Positive
cases 11,52,566, new cases 23,
death toll 14,035, recoveries
11,38,442, active cases 89, total
tests 1,77,65,045.

New guidelines issued in Raipur
as COVID cases slowly rise

Raipur, Jun 10:

The agency set up to
audit the status of compli-
ance with the guidelines
circulated by the Supreme
Court Committee on Road
Safety regarding road safe-
ty will be on visit to
Chhattisgarh from June 15
to June 21. The agency will
audit the works carried out
by various departments
over road safety and in-
spect various roads includ-

ing NH, SH and MDR.
Collector Sourabh

Kumar today chaired a
meeting of officers held at
Collectorate meeting hall
here over inspection and
tour programme of the
agency. Instructions were
given at the meeting to
make necessary prepara-
tions by coordinating for
the tour programe of the
agency to audit the works
done by various depart-
ments. Collector Sourabh

Kumar and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Agrawal dis-
cussed with the officials the
analysis of statistics of
road accidents, identifica-
tion of black spots and cor-
rective work, efforts made
for awareness of road safe-
ty, meeting of road safety
committee, action taken in
other cases including over-
loading, adequacy of ambu-
lance for emergency situa-
tion, coordination in health

department, highway and
other departments, and
road safety audit etc.
Additional Collector NR
Sahu and officers of Raipur
District Panchayat, Raipur
Municipal Corporation,
National Highway,
Transport Department,
Education Department,
Health Department, Public
Works Department and
various other departments
were present at the meet-
ing.

Status of compliance with SC guidelines circulated 
 Regarding road 

safety to be audited
in Ch’garh

 Prescribed agency to
be on Ch’garh visit
from June 15 to 21

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1100::

PWD Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu inspected various over-
bridges, railway under-bridges,
and Express-way in capital city
on Friday and gave necessary
instructions to the officials.
Sahu said that the construction
work during rainy season be
continued and added that the
general public should not face
any problem on account of the
construction work. The officers
too should carry out constant
monitoring of the ongoing con-
struction works, he added.
PWD Minister Sahu inspected
the under-bridge near DRM’s

office, Gongaon and Telghani
Naka; Express-way; and the
bridge  under construction near
NH-MMI Hopsital. In context of
the railway under-bridge, he
directed the officers to com-
plete the same working in co-
ordination with the railway offi-
cials. Further Sahu also gave
instructions about Express-way
and under-bridge to the offi-
cers present and asked them to
complete the pending works at
the earliest, so that can be ded-
icated at the earliest and gen-
eral public can be provided
convenience. During this offi-
cers from all the concerned
departments were present.

PWD Ministers inspects
bridges under construction

Raipur, Jun 10:
Initiatives have been taken
to promote early child-
hood care and education
in Chhattisgarh. The new
education policy has also
recommended special at-
tention to childhood.
Taking this series for-
ward, the Minister of
Women and Child
Development, Mrs. Anila
Bhedia on Friday
launched the ‘Parvarish
Ke Champion’ and
‘Navankur’ programs at
her residence office in
Raipur. For the inclusive
development of children,
the ‘Parvarish Ke
Champion’ and
‘Navankur’ programs
have been prepared by the
Department of Women
and Child Development in
collaboration with
UNICEF. Through this, the
early years of childhood
will be specifically target-
ed towards strengthening
language and cognitive de-
velopment. The objective
of the ‘Champions of
Parenting’ program is to
introduce the responsible
role of parents in child
rearing (Responsive
Parenting). Through this,
the family will be in-
formed about the emotion-
al and physical needs of
the children, and the ap-
propriate response will be
given to them. This in-

cludes health, nutrition,
early education, safety and
responsible care. Under
the programme,
‘Parvarish Ke Champion
Kit’ will be provided. It
will have alphabet charts,
activity calendars, videos
of responsive parenting,
posters to help parents in-
teract with children up to
6 years of age and infor-
mation on various devel-
opmental points in a sim-
ple way. The ‘Navankur’
program is an e-learning
course on Early Childhood
Care and Education
(ECCE). It aims at capacity
building of Anganwadi
workers and supervisors
for child care and educa-
tion. There are 14 modules
in this 8-hour training
course. Each module is
based on self assessment.
It also focuses on educa-
tion, care and inclusion of
children with special
needs in Anganwadis.
After the training, a cer-
tificate recognized by the
Government of India will
also be provided. Mrs.
Bhedia said that young

children spend more time
with their family mem-
bers, so the responsibility
of the family increases. If
children are properly
looked after and nurtured,
then the child will become
strong. Family based pro-
gram for Early Childhood
Care and Education
(ECCE) ‘Parvarish Ke
Champion’ and online
training for field staff
with new technology
‘Navankur’ will help the
family to better under-
stand about the needs and
development of the chil-
dren. UNICEF State Head
Mr Job Zakaria said that
maximum development of
children occurs till the age
of 2 years. During this
time children spend most
of their time with their
families. By giving the
right guidance to the par-
ents as well as the family,
the right direction can be
given to the physical, men-
tal and intellectual devel-
opment of the children.
For this, the ‘Parvarish Ke
Champion’ program has
been prepared.

Bhedia launches ‘Parvarish Ke Champion’
 And ‘Navankur’ prog

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1100  ((PPTTII))::  The
Chhattisgarh government has
halted the proceedings regard-
ing three upcoming coal mine
projects allotted to the
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Limited
(RRVUNL) in Hasdeo Arand for-
est in Surguja division. The
projects are facing strong
opposition by locals and
activists who claim that mining
in the biodiversity-rich and
ecologically sensitive Hasdeo
Arand region will not only dis-
place tribals and cause mas-
sive damage to the environ-
ment, but would also trigger

human-elephant conflict.
Chhattisgarh Health Minister T
S Singh Deo on June 6 visited
Hasdeo Arand in support of the
local people who are protest-
ing against the projects.

Next day, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said if Singh
Deo did not want trees to be
cut down for coal mine proj-
ects, then not a single branch
will be chopped. Confirming
the government’s decision to
put the projects on hold,
Surguja district collector
Sanjeev Jha told PTI that the
three upcoming projects Parsa,
Parsa East and Kente Basan

(PEKB) phase II and Kete
Extension coal mines — are at
different stages of pre-mining
process. All the processes have
been put on hold for indefinite
period till further orders.
“Without the consent of the
local public representative the
process will not be taken up
further,” he said. We have can-
celled the gram sabha pro-
posed on June 8 for
Rehabilitation and
Resettlement for PEKB phase II
project-affected villagers.
Similarly, the public hearing
scheduled on June 13 for the
Kente extension block for envi-

ronment clearance has also
been cancelled. Besides the
legal procedures, the tree
felling exercise for PEKB phase
II mine and Parsa block has
also been halted, the collector
added. The three mines were
allotted to RRVUNL and the
Adani group is associated with
it as MDO (mine developer and
operator), Jha said. The opera-
tional mines in the region will
continue to function, he added.
The state government had
recently granted final approval
for felling of trees on forest
land for Parsa mine and PEKB
phase II mine coal projects.

One killed, 
another injured in
elephant attack 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1100::  A 47-year-old
man was killed and another
injured in an elephant attack in
Chhattisgarh’s Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi (GPM) dis-
trict on Friday, a forest official
said. With this, three people
have been killed in attacks by
jumbos in the district border-
ing Madhya Pradesh in the last
three months. The incident
took place near Maladand vil-
lage under Sivni forest circle in
the morning, when the victims
were out for labour work under
MGNREGA, said Dinesh Patel,
divisional forest officer (DFO)
Marwahi forest division.
Badiram Panika, Sahdev
Panika (50) and Ranjeet Armo
were on their way home after
work, when they encountered
a tusker. The elephant lifted
Sahdev with its trunk and flung
him and then attacked
Badiram, critically injuring
him, the official said. Sahdev,
who fractured his leg, man-
aged to escape along with
Ranjeet and alerted locals, fol-
lowing which the injured men
were shifted to Marwahi pri-
mary health centre, from
where they were referred to
Gaurela district hospital, he
said. Badiram succumbed to
injuries during treatment
there, the official said. The kin
of the deceased were provided
an instant relief of Rs 25,000,
while the remaining compen-
sation of Rs 5.75 lakh will be
given after the completion of
necessary formalities, he said.

Ch’garh govt puts on hold three coal mine projects 
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CONGESTION

With building material thrown by the road-side in Ring Road area near Mathpurena-Raipura, it lead to traffic
congestion for long hours.

Raipur, Jun 10:  

The Socio-Economic
Survey of the 79th round is
being conducted by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO) from 1st July 2022.
This survey will be con-
ducted at all India level in
rural and urban areas of
the country by 30 June
2023. The National
Statistical Office, under
the Ministry of Statistics
and Program
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,
Government of India, is
conducting a comprehen-
sive annual modular sur-
vey to address the data gap
to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals. It is
noteworthy that the
Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation
is the nodal ministry for
monitoring the
Sustainable Development
Goal 2030. Along with this
survey, during the same pe-

riod, information will also
be collected through sur-
vey related to population
using AYUSH system.

The state level training
conference of this survey
was inaugurated on
Thursday by the chief
guest Dr. K. Subramaniam,
Member, State Planning
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Chhattisgarh with the
lighting of the lamp at
Hotel Kingsway,
Telibandha, Raipur.
Deputy Director General,
NSO (FOD), Western Zone,

R.C. Gautam and SK
Tiwari, Assistant Director,
Press Information Bureau
were also present on the
occasion as special guests.
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director General, National
Statistical Office, Raipur
presided over the program.
In this state level training
conference, officers and
employees of the regional
and all sub-regional offices
of National Statistical
Office located at Raipur,
Durg, Bilaspur and
Ambikapur and

Directorate of Economics
and Statistics,
Government of
Chhattisgarh are partici-
pating in this state level
training conference. At the
beginning of the program,
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director General, National
Statistical Office, Raipur,
while welcoming all the
guests present, highlighted
the importance of this sur-
vey and called upon the
participants to actively
participate in the training
programme.

Addressing the pro-
gram, special guest Sunil
Tiwari, Assistant Director,
Bureau of
Communications, while
giving information about
the simplicity, accuracy
and reliability of the data,
highlighted the contribu-
tion of the surveys con-
ducted in the socio-eco-
nomic sector by the
National Statistical Office.

State level training conf of 
socio-economic survey from July 1

Raipur, Jun 10: 

CAIT  National Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani
State President, Jitendra
Doshi, State Working
President, Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary,
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasuret Ajay
Agrawal and state media
inchargei Sanjay Choubey
informed   the ban on sin-
gle use plastic to be en-
forced from 1st July, 2022,
is a pragmatic step and

much needed to protect
the environment but in the
absence of equivalent al-
ternatives it could prove to
be a nightmare for trade &
commerce in India. The
business community of
the country stands with
the Government on this
critical issue but at the
same time is of the view
that sufficient prepara-
tions have not been done
to provide an equivalent
alternative to single use of
plastic. In view of the
mass usage of single use
plastic throughout the
Country, a complete ban
will prove much detrimen-
tal for the trade and indus-
try-said the Confederation

of All India Traders
(CAIT) in a communica-
tion sent to Union
Environment Minister Mr.
Bhupendra Yadav.

CAIT National Vice
President Mr. Amar
Parwani & State President
Mr. Jitendra Doshi  in a
communication to Mr.
Yadav said that in view of
the non availability of
equivalent alternatives an
extension to the enforce-
ment of this ban for a rea-
sonable time may be made
and in the meantime the
Government while hold-
ing discussions with the
stakeholders may draw
equivalent alternatives to
avoid any inflation in the

prices of the goods where
plastic is used. They sug-
gested that a task force
may be formed compris-
ing of the senior officials
and stakeholders to draw
out a timeline for imple-
mentation of this order
and to explore equivalent
alternatives. While assur-
ing the support of the
business community of
the country, the CAIT has
sought an appointment
with Mr. Yadav on this cru-
cial issue.

Mr. Parwani & Mr.
Doshi  said that since
traders are the first con-
nect point for the con-
sumers and the public,
they will have to face the

consequences though  the
traders selling the prod-
ucts are acting merely as a
component of the supply
chain making things avail-
able for the public.
However, 98% of single
use plastic is used by
MNCs, Corporate
Manufacturers, produc-
ers, e-commerce compa-
nies, warehousing hubs,
Industry and other types
of production units either
in their production line or
packaging of finished
goods. The traders are
under compulsion to sell
goods in whatever packing
they receive from the
Manufacturer or source of
origin.

CAIT has urged extension of single use plastic ban order

Raipur, Jun 10:

Shrimant Jha, who is
working in Jindal Steel
and Power Machinery
Division, Raipur. He is the
para paw wrestling player
in the city. Shrimant Jha
received a gold medal in
the 44th National Para
Arm-Wrestling 

Competition weighing
70 KG. The competition
was held in Hyderabad,
Telangana from May 31 to
June 5, 2022. Top-level para
men and women paw

wrestling players from
across the country partici-
pated in it. Shrimant Jha
maintained his 

grip in the competition
from the very beginning.
In the final, Shrimant Jha
faced a player from
Haryana. Shrimant Jha

won the  gold medal by
winning the final match.
He has won 15 Gold, 18
,Silver and 8 Bronze
medals at the
International level. At the 

same time, 11 gold
medals have been won at
the national level.

Shrimant Jha wins Gold medal 
 In the 44th National

Para Arm Wrestling
competition 
in 70 KG Weight

Bilaspur, Jun 10: 

The University Grants
C o m m i s s i o n - H u m a n
Resource Development
Center of Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University) has
reached 33rd position in
the national level rank-
ing. Human Resource
Development Center was
established in the year
2009 after upgrading
from State University to
Central University.

On coming at 33rd posi-
tion in the order of rank-
ing of HRDCs, the Vice-
Chancellor of the
University, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
expressed happiness and
expressed hope of per-
forming better in the
coming times. Vice-
Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal said that

teachers need to be
trained and encouraged
with new experiences for
better learning. In such a
situation, the role of
Human Resource
Development Center be-
comes important. Under
the National Education
Policy 2020, special em-
phasis has been laid on
research, innovation and
training of teachers. The
university is trying to
fully implement all the
provisions of the
National Education
Policy 2020.

The UGC Human
Resource Development
Center of the University
is dedicated to the all-
round development of
the teachers. In such a
situation, it is a challeng-
ing task to provide better
education to the students
by adopting different

teaching systems and
kinds of teaching. The
Human Resource
Development Center of
the University is a tool
for facilitating these
challenges for the teach-
ers.

The UGC Human
Resource Development
Center of the University
is the youngest among all
the centres. In such a sit-
uation, this achievement
of the Center is impor-
tant in various ways. The
ranking of the Central
University in the year
2012 was last, at 66th. For
teachers of various high-
er educational institu-
tions and colleges of the
country, Refresher pro-
grammes, orientation
programmes, teacher
skills workshops and
short term courses are
organized in the center.

CU’s HRDC is the main center 
of quality education – V-C

Included in the best human resource development centers of the country

9 nursing students
seriously injured as

bus turned turtle
JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  1100:: A bus carrying
nursing students in Jagdalpur
turned turtle and in this 9 girl stu-
dents got seriously injured and
15 others got minor injuries on
Thursday. On getting informa-
tion in this regard the Jagdalpur
police reached the site and sent
the injured girls to hospital for
treatment to Maharani Hospital.
There are no reports of any casu-
alty in this accident. It is learnt
that the bus turned turtle when a
vehicle of poultry farm came in
the front and the bus driver in
order to save took sudden turn of
steering and due to which the
bus turned turtle.  TI Nagarnar
BR Nag informed that only 8 girls
have got injured in this incident
and they were shifted to
Maharani Hospital in 108
Ambulance and they are being
treated there and all are reported
to be out of danger.  It is notable
here that the nursing students
were residing in Aadeshwar
Academy hostel and on comple-
tion of morning duty were going
back to their hostel, when this
incident took place.

SSuurraajjppuurr,,  JJuunn  1100::

The Surajpur police based
upon tip from an informer
managed to arrest the
accused woman Shajia Begum
R/o Kabristan Mohalla,
Surajpur on Thursday with
large quantity of banned
cough syrups and psychotrop-
ic drugs stored in her resi-
dence and was basically
meant for selling. 

It was forming a team as
per instructions from senior
police officers, TI Surajpur
raided the residence of the
above woman and seized
banned cough syrup E-Scoof
Cough syrup 98 bottles; Onrex

cough syrup 236 bottles, total-
ing 334 bottles, estimated to
cost around 1.67 lakhs.  It was
on interrogation the woman
accused informed that this lot
of banned cough syrup and
drugs was brought by Lalan
Jaiswal R/o Baiyanthan Road
Surajpur in his Bolero vehicle
on 7 June 2022 and left at her
place for selling. 

So in this case the police
arrested Lallan Jaiswal and
filed case under section 21 (C)
of NDPS Act and arrested
Shajia Begum W/o Late Ibraeel
(29) R/o Kabristan Mohalla,
Surajpur and Lallan Jaiswal,
S/o Ramgopal Jaiswal, R/o
Bhaiyathan Road, Surajpur. 

Two nabbed with
banned cough syrup

Bilaspur, Jun 10: 

Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
(Central) Bilaspur, with
reference to Rolling
Advertisement No.
3310/Recruitment/Adm
n./2022 dated 24.08.2022,
the last date for submis-
sion of online applica-
tions for various posts in
the following subjects is
extended up to 20.06.2022:

A n t h r o p o l o g y,
Department of
Biotechnology, Botany,
Chemical Engineering,
Computer Science
Engineering, Chemistry,
Civil Engineering,
Department of
Commerce, Computer
Science Engineering,
Department of
Economics, Department
of Education, Computer

Science Engineering,
Electronics and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Engineering, English,
Forensic Science,
Department of Forestry,
Human Resource Centre,
Industrial and
Production Engineering,
Information Technology
E n g i n e e r i n g ,
Journalism and Mass
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Department, Law
Department, Library
Information Science
D e p a r t m e n t ,
Management Studies,
M a t h e m a t i c s ,
M e c h a n i c a l
Engineering, Pharmacy,
Department of Applied
Physics, Political
Science, Rural
Technology Department,
Zoology, Social Work
Department.

Last Date for 
applications extended 

For posts at CU

Jagdalpur, Jun 10: 

Under the aegis of the
South Central Zone
Cultural Center, Nagpur,
Government of India,
Bastar District
Administration on
Thursday, June 9 at the
Town Hall Jagdalpur,
based on the life and
struggles of the country’s
great revolutionary Birsa
Munda, a play ‘Abua
Dishum Abua Raj Birsa
Munda’ was staged.
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain was
present as the chief guest
in the programme and
Padmashree Dharampal
Saini presided over the
program.

Collector Rajat Bansal,
Assistant Director of
South Central Zone
Cultural Center, Nagpur
Gopal Betwa along with
many dignitaries from
the field of art, literature
and theater were espe-
cially present in the pro-

gram.
On this occasion, the

artists of the play ‘Abua
Dishum Abua Raj Birsa
Munda’ enthralled the
guests and the audience
with a live presentation
of the biography, strug-
gles and contributions of
the great revolutionary
Birsa Munda. During
this, the artists created a
wonderful atmosphere
with their excellent per-
formance.

Addressing the pro-

gram, Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand
Jain said that Birsa
Munda is the pride of the
entire country including
the tribal society.

To protect our mother-
land and water, forest and
land, it is very important
to inform our new gener-
ation about their pride
saga done against the
British. He said that the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is doing excellent
work in this direction by

preserving and promot-
ing the art, culture and
language of the tribals.

Appreciating the pres-
entation of the best play,
Jain congratulated the
artists. On this occasion,
Collector Rajat Bansal
lauded the live perform-
ance of the play ‘Abua
Dishum Abua Raj Birsa
Munda’.

He said that it is very
important to acquaint the
new generation with the
contributions of our
great sons and heroes of
tribal society in the free-
dom movement and new
construction of the na-
tion. He said that the
great men of the tribal
society of the whole
country including Bastar
have played a remarkable
role in the freedom move-
ment.

Keeping this in mind,
according to the inten-
tion of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the
Bastar Academy of
Dance, Art and Language
Badal was established at
Aasna in Bastar district
to preserve and promote
the dialect, language, art,
culture, living, tolerance
of the tribals.

Has been. This insti-
tute will prove to be an
important institution for
the preservation and pro-
motion of art, culture, di-
alect, language and other
characteristics of the res-
idents of the entire
Bastar division including
the tribal society. On this
occasion, apart from pub-
lic representatives in-
cluding Commissioner
Municipal Corporation
Dinesh Nag, Joint
Collector Hitesh Baghel,
officers-employees and
people of art, literature
and theater world were
present in large numbers.

Play ‘Abua Dishum Abua Raj Birsa Munda’ staged
 Live performance 

of the play 
hailed by all

Jagdalpur, Jun 10: For
the last 17 years, on the aus-
picious occasion of Ganga
Dussehra, religious cere-
mony of Ganga Maha-
Aarti is being organized in
the lifeline of Jagdalpur
city- viz. Indravati river of
Bastar at Mahadev Ghat of
Indravati river of Bastar
divisional headquarters.
This year also, Maha Aarti
was organized on the
Mahadev Ghat bank of
river Indravati at 06:15 pm
on Thursday, June 9.

Devotees thronged the
ghats of river Indravati to
offer bath and donations on
the incarnation day of
Mother Ganga. Har Har
Gange was also being an-
nounced on this occasion,
Prasad was distributed
after the Maha Aarti. On
the tenth day of Shukl

Paksha of Ganga Dussehra
i.e. Jyeshtha month, a com-
bination of not one or two
seven yogas is happening.
Due to which this great co-
incidence has been made. If
there is Hasta Nakshatra
in it, then there is also
Vyatipat Yoga. The Moon
in Virgo and the Sun in
Taurus. Due to the union of
all these seven major
yogas, the festival of Ganga
Dussehra has become even
more special.

Pandit Virendra Kumar
Mishra told that Ganga
Dussehra, which falls on
the tenth day of Shukla
Paksha of Jyeshtha month,
is special in Sanatan
Dharma. On this day, after
bathing in the Ganges, the
reward of doing charity
and charity to the needy is
increased many times
more than on other days, as
well as there is a law to
offer special worship to
Mother Jahnavi on Ganga
Dussehra.

Maha Aarti of river
Indravati performed 
 On auspicious

occasion of Ganga
Dussehra

Dead body of the young
man found hanging 

Jagdalpur: A dead body of the
youth was found hanging in the
noose this morning in the fruit
shop located in Shaheed Park
Chowk under Bodhat police sta-
tion of the district. After getting
information about the incident,
Bodhghat Police and a team of
forensic experts got involved in
the investigation. Police sources
said that prima facie it seems to
be a case of suicide. Police is
investigating from all angles and
considering forensic evidence as
important, the help of experts is
being taken. It is being told that
the name of the deceased youth
is Rajkumar Pujari and he is a res-
ident of Odisha. He worked in
this fruit shop for a long time.

All caves of KVNP to remain
closed from June 15 to Oct 31

JJaaggddaallppuurr:: Keeping in view the
rainy season, all the caves of
Kanger Valley National Park
(KVNP) were decided to remain
closed from June 15 to October 10
for the safety of the tourists.
According to the memorandum
issued from the office of Director
Kanger Valley National Park,
Kotamsar Cave, Kailash Cave,
Aranyak Cave and all other caves
under Kanger Valley National Park
have been banned for tourism pur-
pose till 31 October.



Memorandum submitted over the issue of water scarcity
Central Chronicle News

CChhuurriikkaallaa,,  JJuunn  1100::  With the consent
of Nagar Panchayat President
Neelam Devangan, in the retire-
ment of regional MLA Purushottam
Singh Kanwar, MLA representative
Ashok Devangan, with the consent
of his councilors Rakesh Pratap
Singh, Santosh Kenwat, Alderman
Vinay Dubey, besides Tirath God,
Balgovind Devangan, memoran-
dums were handed over with Usha
Kamta Jaiswal after a formal meet-
ing with District Collector Ranu
Sahu, over the scarcity of water in
the region. 

It is to be known that for the last
many years, the residents of the
city are facing the problem of

drinking water and in view of this,
10 years ago, in the year 2017 by
the State Government to solve the
drinking water problem, an ap-
proval amount of 11 crore 86 lakh
was given under the Water
Augmentation Scheme, whose
construction agency was handed
over to the Public Health
Engineering Department, but even
after 10 years the residents of the

city are not getting its benefit.
Some work of the plan has been
done, two water tanks have been
constructed in the city, the pipeline
has been expanded and water is to
be supplied yet.  Due to the slow
progress of the scheme due to the
carelessness of the Public Health
Engineering Department, the resi-
dents of the city have to bear the
problem of water scarcity. In this

regard, MLA representative Ashok
Devangan told that the water sup-
ply system of the city has reached
the verge of drying up and at the
Panchayat level, water is being
supplied to the wards through
tankers. 

Regarding the delay being done
in the work by the Public Health
Engineering Department, the coun-
cilor alderman of regional MLA
Purushottam Singh Kanwar, collec-
tively met the District Collector
Smt. Ranu Sahu and demanded to
start the water augmentation
scheme soon, on which the District
Collector assured taking immedi-
ate cognizance, and along with it
approval was given to excavate 8
hand pumps in the city.

Bridge on Haff River in
dilapidated condition

Central Chronicle News

Pandariya, Jun 10: The
bridge built on Haff river
in Bisheshara Kawardha
Marg on Pandariya-
National Highway 130A is
in a dilapidated condition
and the railing is broken
and cracks are easily visi-
ble. Where there are
cracks in the foot of the
bridge, the upper part of
the bridge has started
cracking already.

It has been more than 50
years since the bridge was
built, and apart from re-
pair, maintenance has also
been not done, due to
which traffic can be dis-
rupted at any time due to
the damage of the bridge.

Meanwhile some part of
the railing made on the
bridge is broken for many

months; it also has not
been repaired. A few days
ago, PWD had made a rail-
ing with the help of bam-
boo, but the temporary re-
arrangement is also not
present there.

According to reports,
one of the reasons for the
deterioration of the bridge
is that the upper segment
of the bridge is not
cleaned and the water re-
mains on the bridge itself.
Similarly, the layer of soil
gets frozen in the area and
the bridge gets damaged.

What officer says: The
said road comes under
National Highway. Small
improvement work is done
by PWD. Pool making and
major work will be done
by National Highway.
Nitya Thakur, SDO PWD
Pandaria.

Dr. Preeti Sahu felicitated
Central Chronicle News

Korba, June 10: Dr. Preeti
Sahu, a resident of Korba
city, has increased the pres-
tige of the district by get-
ting gold medal in MD
Pathology studies and she
has got the distinction of
being the first of the dis-
trict to receive Gold Medal
in MD Pathology course.

Dr. Sahu was presented
the Gold Medal by the
Governor of Maharashtra,
Bhagat Singh Koshyari, at
the convocation held in the
auditorium of Jawaharlal

Nehru Medical College,
Wardha, Maharashtra.
Collector Mrs. Ranu Sahu
also felicitated Dr. Sahu
here and congratulated her
for a bright future. It is

worth mention-
ing that Dr.
Preeti Sahu is
the daughter of
Dr. Rajendra
Sahu, famous
orthopedic sur-
geon of Korba
and Dr. Jyoti
Sahu, who is
serving as a fe-
male medical of-

ficer in Medical College,
Korba. Dr. Sahu's husband
Dr. Anupam Anand is
studying in MCh Urology
in Medical College,
Calcutta and her younger

brother is also studying in
his final year in Medical
College, Raipur. Dr. Sahu
has given the credit of his
success to her teachers and
family. Sahu completed
MBBS and MD from
Jawaharlal Nehru Medical
College affiliated to Datta
Meghe Institute of Medical
Sciences, Wardha. Her
paper has also been pub-
lished in the International
Journal about the study of
various types of wounds
and diseases in the alimen-
tary canal through endo-
scopic biopsy.

Central Chronicle News

Bhond, Jun 10: Bastar
MLA Lakeshwar Baghel
has appointed his represen-
tatives at block level in zone
and division for the smooth
functioning of organization
and for the fast redressal of
public grievances. Those ap-
pointed are Shobharam
Markande, Mansingh
Kawasi and Baijnath
Mourya. These representa-

tives will work at village
level to ensure that public
welfare programmes of the
government benefit every
person. These party work-
ers are active in working
with poor people and farm-
ers so that they keep their
faith on the government. All
these representatives ex-
pressed their gratitude to-
wards MLA Baghel and
pledged to keep working to-
wards welfare of the people.

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 10: The
Anganwadi workers and
assistants of the district
submitted a memoran-
dum in the name of the
Chief Minister on June 8
holding a one-day sit-in
demonstration regarding
their six-point demands.

Further strategy is
being made after the
demonstration organized
under the banner of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Anganwadi Workers
Sahayika Sangh.

Even after the phased
agitation, there will be an
indefinite strike for the

demands. District
President Premvati Nag
told that all the organiza-
tions of the worker-assis-
tant union of the state
are uniting and agitating
this time.

The memorandum was
handed over after a one-
day sit-in demonstration
by taking a mass holiday
for its 6-point demand.
After this, a phased
movement will be car-
ried out, even after this, if
the demands are not de-
cided, then the operation
of the centers will be
stopped by indefinite agi-
tation.

They informed that

among their main de-
mands is that they
should be declared as
government employees.
Like MP and other states,
honorarium should be
approved by the govern-
ment here too. Upgrade
as a nursery teacher ac-
cording to the public
manifesto.

Policy should be pre-
scribed for group insur-
ance, monthly pension.
Along with converting
the Mini Anganwadi
Center into a full-fledged
Anganwadi, the dress
code for the supervisor is
included and other de-
mands are included.

Central Chronicle News

Dhmatari, Jun 10:
Dhamtari is one such dis-
trict in the state, where a
record of illegal registra-
tion and plotting is being re-
coded. The land mafia ac-
tive in this spree has done
this under the guise of get-
ting exemption of registry
in lands below five dec-
imels. On the other hand,
many people bought land
and registered them by-
passing laws.

After the corona pandem-
ic this business has
boomed, and according to
the old guideline sale and
purchase of land, people
are now investing money
freely in real estates, and
they after purchasing agri-

culture lands at marginal
price, are cutting them into
plots and reselling them
making good profits. In
such a situation, there has
been a record registration
as compared to last year.
According to a report in
2021-22, for the registry the
department was targeted to
get revenue of 36 crore 80
lakh, but in lieu of this the
goal of redressal registry
has been achieved fully.
According to resources, last
year 678 in Kurud and 720 in
Dhamtari and 116 in Nagri
town did land registration,
whereas in April 2021, due
to record registry ten thou-
sand seven fifty nine people
made land registrations,
out of which maximum five
thousand one ninety eight

registry happened in
Dhamtari Tehsil. In this
way Dhamtari registry of-
fice generated a revenue
worth 21 crore 43 lakh five
thousand twenty seven ru-
pees, while Kurud office
generated revenue worth 12
crore, one lakh, eighty none
thousand and one twenty
nine rupees, accumulating
a net worth of 36 crore, 34
lakh 53 thousand and eight
twenty seven rupees.

Arrears payment of crores
sanctioned against rules!

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Jun 10:
Recovery of arrears worth
crores of rupees against
the rules, in the region has
come to fore. District
Education Officers of the
State Pre-teacher Cadre
Panchayat/Urban has
recorded the payment of
arrears after promotion to
the body (education person-
nel) after promotion / time
scale / resignation from
lower post to higher post.

In this episode, the
District Education Officer
of Gariaband district has
also been ordered, under
which it has been learned
from reliable sources that
in the five development
blocks of the district-

Fingeshwar Chura,
Gariaband Mainpur and
Devbhog, hundreds of low
posts have been promoted
to high posts or after resign-
ing from the lower posts.
Hundreds of teachers ap-
pointed without depart-
mental permission in high-
er posts than L. B. Under
the guise of commission by
the Development Block
Education Officers to the
cadre, without the permis-
sion of the department, the
government has suffered fi-
nancial loss of crores of ru-
pees by paying arrears
amount of crores of rupees
without checking the serv-
ice book from the fund and
account without the per-
mission of the department.

On doing so, it was in-

formed that detailed infor-
mation regarding arrears
payment has been called
from all the Block
Education Officers and
Drawing Disbursement
Officers of the district
within two days. The peo-
ple's representatives of the
area have demanded from
the District Collector,
Gariaband, District
Education Officer,
Gariaband and Education
Minister Premsai Singh
Tekam that strict action
should be taken against the
then Development Block
Education Officer and
District Treasury Officer,
who paid arrears of crores
of rupees against the rules
and the arrears amount
paid against the rules.

District level credit outreach
program organized

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jun 10: Under
the Amrit Mahotsav cele-
brations, a district level
credit outreach pro-
gramme was organized in
the District Panchayat
Auditorium here under
the chief hospitality of
Collector Kuldeep
Sharma, during which
District Panchayat CEO
Kunal Dudawat and
Regional Manager of
Chhattisgarh State Rural
Bank Balram Mishra
were present.

Collector Kuldeep
Sharma asked the people
present in the programme
to be aware to avoid cyber
frauds that happen
through phone calls, on-

line and he asked all the
banks present to provide
information about benefi-
ciary oriented schemes to
the people in the bank it-
self. Loans worth more
than Rs 50 crore were
sanctioned and mobilized

under the program.
In the program, District

Lead Bank Manager Vikas
Kumar Gupta gave de-
tailed information regard-
ing various loan schemes
like Kisan Credit Card,
Prime Minister's

Employment Loan
Program, Chief Minister's
Employment Loan, Prime
Minister's Security
Insurance, Prime
Minister Jeevan Jyoti
Bima, Atal Pension
Yojana, Fake Chit Fund
Company. Along with this,
guidance was also given
for personality develop-
ment, moral upliftment to
increase morale.

Apart from this, infor-
mation about how to con-
duct business was given to
all the beneficiaries.
During the program,
Collector Sharma gave
loan sanction letters to
various beneficiaries as
well as the branch manag-
er was rewarded for excel-
lent work.
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LS MP Baij and Mandavi flag off
mobile blood donation van

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Jun 10: MP
Bastar Parliamentary
Constituency Deepak Baij
and MLA and Vice
President Bastar
Development Authority
(BDA) Vikram Mandavi
flagged off the mobile
blood donation van on
June 8th in Hari
Collectorate premises here.

Before this, he visited
the mobile blood donation
Van and inquired about
the necessary equipment
and facilities. District
Panchayat President
Shankar Kudiyam,
Municipal Council
President Benhur
Rawatia, District
Panchayat member and

Bastar Development
Authority member Neena
Rawatiya Udde, Public
Representatives of the
area and Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara,
Superintendent of Police
Anjaneya Varshney,

Additional Superintendent
of Police Pankal Shukla,
CEO, District Panchayat
Ravi Kumar Sahu and offi-
cers of district administra-
tion were present.

On this occasion, Civil
Surgeon District Hospital

Dr. Abhay Tomar in-
formed that earlier in the
district blood donation fa-
cility was available only
in the district
hospital,but now blood
donation will be promot-
ed in different areas of
the district through mo-
bile blood donation van,
due to which the avail-
ability of blood will be en-
sured to other needy pa-
tients including the pa-
tients undergoing major
and minor operations in
the district hospital.

He said that on the very
first day on June 8, 20
units of blood were collect-
ed from the said mobile
blood donation van at
Bhairamgarh Community
Health Center.

Commissioner and Collector inspect Tehsil office
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jun 10:
Commissioner Dr. Sanjay
Alang along with Collector
Dr. Saransh Mitter con-
ducted a surprise inspec-
tion of Kota and Belgahna
Tehsil office here on
Thursday. This inspection
was done to provide quick
benefits of government
services to the beneficiar-
ies, farmers and general
public under annual in-
spection roster and admin-
istrative strengthening.

During this, the revenue
cases like transfer, division,
demarcation, diversion,
record rectification etc.
were reviewed and instruc-
tions were given to resolve
the revenue cases outside
the time limit on priority
basis. During the inspec-
tion, the Commissioner
where he closely observed

the maintenance of rev-
enue records and docu-
ments in the Tehsil office,
while discussing with the
parties and advocates pres-
ent, inquired about the
working of the Tehsil.

The lawyers of Kota
Tehsil demanded to ensure
necessary arrangements
for the hearing of Nazul
cases and to make neces-
sary arrangements to expe-
dite the cases of lease re-
newal, distribution, demar-
cation etc. On which the
Divisional Commissioner
took cognizance and direct-
ed for necessary action.
During this, the commis-
sioner assured to make bet-
ter arrangements for the
sitting of advocates in the
tehsil office. During this,
Dr. Alang and Dr. Mitter
also distributed loan book
and Kisan book to the
farmers.

Illegal registration and plotting recorded

What officer says
Registry is being done in

accordance to government
guidelines and no complaints
have been received against ille-
gal plotting and higher authori-
ties will be informed if any case
is registered. Chitrasen Patel -
Deputy Registrar.

Anganwadi workers
staged one-day protest

Shobharam, Mansingh and Baijnath
appointed MLA representative

Of Bastar MLA Baghel

PROTESTORS DETAINED

Police attempt to detain protestors during a demonstration over the controversial remarks by two now-suspended
BJP leaders against Prophet Mohammad, after offering Friday prayers in Saharanpur, Friday.

ON DUTY

Security personnel on duty during a strike against controversial remarks by two now-suspended 
BJP leaders about Prophet Mohammad, in Srinagar, Friday.
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BRIEF
5 killed 
 Nainital: Five people

were killed and one in-
jured when their car
fell into a gorge here,
police said on
Friday.The incident oc-
curred on Thursday
night in the
Okhalkanda area
when the car was
going to Gurdwara
Reetha Sahib from
Haldwani, Senior
Superintendent of
Police Pankaj Bhatt
said. Five passengers
were killed on the spot
and the injured driver
was rushed to a hospi-
tal, the SSP said.
Earlier on Thursday,
five people had been
killed when a utility
vehicle fell into a gorge
in the Tehri district.

Mock fire drill 
 New Delhi: The fire

that broke out on the
fourth floor of the
Union Public Service
Commission’s build-
ing on Shahjahan
Road in central Delhi
on Friday afternoon
turned out to be a
mock drill, officials
said. Earlier, the fire
department said that
the information re-
garding the blaze
was received around
3.10 pm, following
which four to five
fire tenders were
rushed to the spot.

‘Hybrid’ terrorists 
 Srinagar: Security

forces arrested two
‘hybrid terrorists’
linked to the banned
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT)
outfit in Sopore area
of Baramulla district
in Jammu and
Kashmir, officials said
on Friday. The terror-
ists were arrested at a
check point jointly set
up by the police, CRPF
and Army at Gurseer
in Sopore area late on
Thursday night, the
officials said.

Four remanded
 Erode: The police said

on Friday they have
sought from two infer-
tility cure hospitals in
the district a detailed
list of ovum (egg)
donors with aadhaar
numbers and residen-
tial addresses, after a
minor girl was forced
to donate her eggs.
Based on a complaint
from relatives of the
girl who was forced to
donate eggs eight
times by her mother,
the latter’s paramour,
a woman broker and
an auto-driver.

Acid thrown
 Bengaluru: A jilted

lover allegedly threw
acid on a woman for
turning down his
marriage proposal at
Sarakki in the city on
Friday morning, po-
lice said. The 32-year-
old woman, a divorcee
with three children,
sustained injuries in
her right eye and is
under treatment in a
private hospital, they
said. The accused
Ahmed, aged 36, has
been arrested.

Complaint 
 Muzaffarpur: A com-

plaint was on Friday
filed at a court here
against suspended BJP
spokespersons Nupur
Sharma and Naveen
Jindal who were in
news for their deroga-
tory statements
against Prophet
Mohammad. The peti-
tion was filed before
the Chief Judicial
Magistrate’s court by
social activist M Raju
Naiyer who has also
named as a co-accused
religious leader Swami
Yati Narsinghanand
whose similar incendi-
ary statement has
gone viral on the so-
cial media.

Bhaderwah/Srinagar,
June 10 (PTI): Tension
mounted in Jammu’s
Bhaderwah and some
areas of Kishtwar prompt-
ing authorities to impose a
curfew while parts of
Kashmir observed a shut-
down over the controver-
sial remarks against
Prophet Mohammad by
two now-suspended BJP
leaders, officials said on
Friday.

Internet services were
snapped in the Bhaderwah
and Kishtwar towns and
Srinagar city of Kashmir
as a precautionary meas-
ure. Mobile Internet was
also suspended in parts of
Kashmir, they said.

Sporadic incidents of
stone-pelting were report-
ed in Bhaderwah town.
Some people, violating re-
strictions, came out on the
streets and threw stones at
security forces while rais-
ing slogans.

There was a minor inci-
dent of stone-pelting in
Bhaderwah town but it
has been brought under
control. No one was in-
jured, a senior officer told
PTI.

The protest started in
Baderwah town of Doda
on Thursday when hun-
dreds of people staged a
sit-in against the remarks
made by now-suspended
BJP leaders Nupur
Sharma and Naveen
Jindal against Prophet
Mohammad.

After intense negotia-
tions, the protestors
agreed to clear the road
and entered the neigh-
bouring Jama Masjid.
Purported video clips of
the inflammatory speech-
es went viral on social
media. The police have
registered a case and
warned people against
taking the law into their
own hands.

However, tension in-
creased around midnight
when two women, who
came out of the mosque,
claimed that they were
roughed up by the security
forces who were imple-
menting the curfew in the
town.

Stones were pelted at the
security forces who had to
later lob tear gas shells
and resort to lathi charge.

Tension eased after sen-
ior officials, including the
additional deputy commis-
sioner, assured the protes-
tors that an enquiry would
be held to probe into the al-
legations levelled by the
two women.

Additional Director
General (ADG) of Police
Mukesh Singh visited the
Baderwah town along
with the Divisional
Commissioner of Jammu,
Ramesh Kumar, and other
officials to assess the situa-
tion.

Curfew in tense Doda,
Kishtwar districts

Internet suspended in Bhaderwah, parts of Kashmir

Chennai, Jun 10 (PTI):

The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment on Friday an-
nounced that an ordi-
nance would soon be
promulgated to take on
online rummy and consti-
tuted a committee led by a
retired judge to look into
the matter and make rec-
ommendations to the state
within 2 weeks.

Pointing to continuing
incidents of some people
ending their lives after los-
ing money in card game
‘rummy,’ played online,
Chief Minister M K Stalin
has ordered setting up a
panel headed by Justice K
Chandru, retired judge of
the Madras High Court,
an official release here
said. By collating data, the
committee would look
into aspects including fi-

nancial losses caused by
online rummy and conse-
quent huge risk factors
like suicidal tendencies.
Also, it would study the so-
cietal impact of advertise-
ments promoting the card
game and evaluate its
overall impact.

Based on the panel’s re-
port, “an ordinance will
be promulgated soon to
find an immediate solu-
tion to this social prob-
lem.” This would serve as
a model law for other state
governments to follow, the
release said.

The committee would
submit its report, making
recommendations to the
government within 2
weeks. Technology expert
Sankararaman (IIT), Dr
Lakshmi Vijayakumar,
(Psychiatrist and founder
of NGO, Sneha),

Additional Director
General of Police, Vinit
Dev Wankhede are the
other members of the
panel.

In 2021, the Tamil Nadu
government had enacted a
legislation banning online
rummy. Subsequently, the
Madras High Court had
set aside that law. The
court, among other as-
pects, had said that the
law lacked scientific data.
On November 13, 2021, the
state government had
filed an appeal in the
Supreme Court challeng-
ing the High Court ver-
dict. The plea is yet to
come up for hearing.
Similar laws passed by
states including
Karnataka had been
struck down by the High
Courts of the respective
states.

Ordinance soon to corner
online card games: TN Govt

Panaji, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Goa Tourism Minister
Rohan Khaunte on Friday
said the beaches in the
state should be restored to
their past glory with the
active participation of all
stakeholders.

The minister said the
coastal state needs to fight
the challenges on its
shoreline, including the
environmental degrada-
tion, and the tourism sec-
tor should not meet the
same fate as the mining
industry.

The state government
and stakeholders should
start thinking on how
beaches should be, he
said.

The real challenge is to
make the beaches how
they were in the past. We
need to restore their past
glory, Khaunte said.

The state needs to also
give a sense of security to
tourists while creating the
infrastructure required
for the growth of the sec-
tor, he said.

People from outside the
state work as touts, pimps
and open illegal massage
parlours and misguide
tourists, Khaunte said.

The minister further
said that the traffic police
are seen selectively issu-
ing challans to tourists.

We had a meeting with
the DGP and other offi-
cials asking the police to
stop harassing tourists, he
said.

Speaking about basic
amenities on beaches,
Khaunte said that the
tourism department plans
to have two model beach
stretches by September,
where all amenities would
be provided.

Goa’s beaches should be restored
to their past glory: Minister

Bhopal, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Emphasising on the
need for soil conserva-
tion, Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said Isha
Foundation founder
Sadguru Jaggi Vasudev
has shown the power of
Indian soil to the world
and the state will work
step by step in his cam-
paign.

Sadhguru, who is on a
100-day motorcycle jour-
ney passing through 27
countries as part of his
Save Soil’ campaign, ar-
rived in Bhopal on
Thursday evening and
was welcomed by the
chief minister.
Addressing the ‘Mitti
Bachao Jan-Jagran’ pro-
gramme organised in the

presence of Sadhguru at
Motilal Nehru Stadium
here, Chouhan said the
fertility of soil is decreas-
ing and Madhya Pradesh
will work step by step
with the cooperation of
people in Sadhguru’s save
soil campaign.

We have planted
saplings around
Narmada river. A big tree
gives shelter to lakhs of
animals. All living beings
have a right on this earth.
Our goal is to strengthen
the ecosystem by main-
taining the natural bal-
ance, the chief minister
said. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Sadhguru said
soil is important for all
living beings and one
must take a pledge to
make every effort for soil
conservation.

MP will work step 
by step in Sadhguru’s save
soil campaign: Chouhan

Mumbai, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Hours after a single
bench of the Bombay
High Court on Friday re-
jected Maharashtra min-
ister Nawab Malik’s plea
seeking temporary re-
lease from jail to enable
him to cast his vote in the
Rajya Sabha elections,
voting for which is under-
way, another bench of the
high court refused to en-
tertain his petition.

A single bench presided
over by Justice Bharati
Dangre refused an imme-
diate hearing to Malik
saying there was no ques-
tion of sending him for
casting his vote with a po-
lice escort when permis-
sion for the same had

been refused by the spe-
cial court. Voting for six
seats of Rajya Sabha from
the state, which began at
the Vidhan Bhavan here
at 9 am, will continue till 4
pm. Malik, an NCP leader,
is currently in jail in a
money laundering case.
He was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on February 23 this
year in connection with a
money laundering probe
linked to the activities of
fugitive gangster Dawood
Ibrahim and his aides.

“The special court’s
order will have to be
quashed (if any relief was
to be granted),” Justice
Dangre said. Malik’s
counsel Taraq Sayed ap-
proached Justice

Dangre’s court after a
bench of Justice P D Naik
earlier in the day had re-
fused to allow the minis-
ter to step out of custody
under police escort or pro-
tection and go to the
Vidhan Bhavan to cast his
vote.

On Thursday, a special
court had rejected Malik’s
petition seeking that he be
either released on a tem-
porary bail for a day or be
permitted to go with po-
lice escort for voting.

After that,Malik had
moved the high court
with a plea seeking simi-
lar reliefs. On Friday, sen-
ior counsel Amit Desai,
however, argued before
Justice Naik that Malik
was not pressing for bail.

Another bench of Bombay 
HC refuses to hear Malik’s plea 

Seeking release from jail to cast vote in RS polls

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI):

Most of the historians
in India have given promi-
nence to recording the his-
tory of Mughals only, ig-
noring the glorious rules
of many empires like
Pandyas and Cholas,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said on Friday
and asserted that “nobody
can stop us from writing
history as we are inde-
pendent now”.

Asking historians to re-
vive the glory of the past
for the present, Shah,
while releasing the book
‘Maharana: Sahastra
Varsha Ka Dharma
Yuddha’, said history is
not written at the behest of
the governments and
other books but on the
basis of factual events.

Speaking in Hindi, the

home minister also said
many Indian kings had
fought invaders and pro-
tected their territories by
defeating them bravely but
unfortunately this has not
found a place in great de-
tail in the history so far.

The battle fought for the
protection of the culture,
language and religion for
1,000 years has not gone in
vain as “India is again
standing with respect be-
fore the world now and the
country’s glory is recog-
nised’, he said.

“I want to tell the histo-
rians. We have many em-
pires but historians have
concentrated only on the
Mughals and wrote mostly
about them. The Pandya
empire ruled for 800 years.
The Ahom empire ruled
Assam for 650 years. They
(Ahoms) had even defeat-

ed Bakhtiyar Khalji,
Aurangzeb and kept
Assam sovereign. The
Pallava Empire ruled for
600 years. The Cholas
ruled for 600 years.

“The Mauryas ruled the
whole country — from
Afghanistan to Lanka for
550 years. The Satvahanas
ruled for 500 years. The
Guptas ruled for 400 years
and (Gupta emperor)
Samudragupta had for the
first time visioned a unit-
ed India and established
an empire with the whole
country. But there is no
reference book on them,”
he said.

The home minister said
reference books should be
written on these empires
and if they are
written,”the history
which we believe wrong
will gradually fade away

and the truth will
emerge”.

For this, he said, there is
a need to start work by
many people.

“By keeping aside com-
ments, our glorious histo-
ry should be kept in front
of the public. When we
make big efforts, then au-
tomatically the attempt of
falsehood becomes small.
So, we should pay more at-
tention to make our efforts
bigger because even com-
menting on a lie also gives
traction to it,” he said.

Shah said history is not
written on the basis of vic-
tory or defeat but on the
basis of the outcome of
any event.

“No one can stop us
from writing the truth. We
are now independent. We
can write our own histo-
ry,” he said.

Most historians gave prominence to Mughals
only, little on Cholas, Pandyas, Mauryas: Shah

PPuunnee,,  JJuunn  1100  ((PPTTII))::  

A team of the Pune rural
police has travelled to Delhi to
interrogate gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi, who is currently in the
custody of the police there and
who is said to be the master-
mind in the murder case of
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala, an official said on
Friday. The purpose of the inter-
rogation is to get some leads on
the whereabouts of Santosh
Jadhav, a member of the Bishnoi
gang and one of the accused in
the Moosewala murder case,
who is currently on the run, he
said. Bishnoi is currently in Delhi
police’s custody. On
Wednesday, the Delhi police had
said that Bishnoi was the mas-
termind of Moosewala’s mur-
der. “A team of two officers has
gone to Delhi special cell, seek-

ing to interrogate Bishnoi. We
would like to interrogate Bishnoi
to find out the whereabouts of
Jadhav, who is one of the mem-
bers of his gang,” a senior offi-
cial of the Pune rural police said.
Jadhav, who has been identified
as a shooter in the Moosewala
murder case, is also an accused
in a murder case in Pune, in
which the stringent
Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act (MCOCA)
has been invoked against him.
Apart from gathering informa-
tion about Jadhav’s where-
abouts, the Pune rural police
also want to know if any other
youth from Maharashtra is asso-
ciated with the Bishnoi gang,
the official said. Besides the
team in Delhi, three more teams
are out to trace Jadhav, he said.
Meanwhile, a team of the
Punjab police, which had come

to Pune rural police headquar-
ters, grilled ‘Mahakal’ alias
Siddhesh Kamble, an alleged
member of the Bishnoi gang, in
connection with the Moosewala
murder case.

Kamble, against whom the
stringent Maharashtra Control
of Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA) has been invoked,
was wanted by the Pune rural
police for allegedly sheltering
Jadhav, against whom a murder
case was registered at Manchar
police station in Pune district in
2021. On Thursday, the Mumbai
police had claimed that three
members of the Bishnoi gang
had delivered a letter threaten-
ing Bollywood actor Salman
Khan and his father, writer
Salim Khan, and it was part of
gangster Vikram Brar’s plan to
terrorise them and extort
money from them.

Pune police team visits Delhi 
to question gangster Bishnoi 

For leads on Moosewala murder case accused



Damascus (Syria), Jun 10:
Syria has suspended all
flights to and from
Damascus International
Airport after an Israeli
airstrike on Friday hit
an area close to the facili-
ty, a pro-government
newspaper reported. Al-
Watan said the strike left
the runway damaged,
without giving further
details about the attack.
The airport is located
south of the capital
Damascus where Syrian
opposition activists say
Iran-backed militiamen
are active and have arms
depots. Israel has for
years carried out strikes
in the area, including
one on May 21 that re-
sulted in a fire near the

airport, leading to the
postponement of two
flights. State news
agency SANA said the
Ministry of
Transportation con-
firmed that all flights
have been suspended be-
cause some technical
equipment stopped func-
tioning at the airport.” It
did not mention a strike.
The private Sham Wings
airlines said it is divert-
ing all its flights from
Damascus to the Aleppo
International Airport in
the country’s north. It
added that all passengers
will be shuttled by buses
between the two cities
for free. The airport is lo-
cated south of
Damascus. Flightradar24

showed no flights in the
vicinity of airport on
Friday at noon.
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SIGNING CEREMONY

Canada Prime Minister Justin Trudeau takes part in a signing ceremony and joint media availability with California
Gov. Gavin Newsom and Canada Minister of Environment and Climate Change Steven Guilbeault and California
Secretary for Environmental Protection Jared Blumenfeld in Los Angeles.

BRIEF

Lyoya shooting
Grand Rapids (US): A
prosecutor filed a sec-
ond-degree murder
charge Thursday
against the Michigan
police officer who
killed Patrick Lyoya, a
Black man who was on
the ground when he
was shot in the back of
the head following a
traffic stop captured
on a bystander’s
phone. Kent County
prosecutor Chris
Becker announced his
decision against
Grand Rapids Officer
Christopher Schurr,
who killed Lyoya min-
utes after a traffic stop
on April 4. Video from
a passenger in the car
captured the final
chilling moments.
Schurr fired the fatal
shot while Lyoya was
on the ground, de-
manding that the 26-
year-old refugee from
Congo let go of the offi-
cer’s Taser. The death
was not justified or ex-
cused, for example, by
self defence, the prose-
cutor said, reciting the
elements of second-de-
gree murder. Schurr,
who is white, told
Lyoya that he stopped
his car because the li-
cense plate didn’t
match the vehicle.

Cocaine found 
Thessaloniki (Greece):
Authorities in Greece
say four British na-
tionals have been ar-
rested on drug smug-
gling charges after
nearly 300 kilograms
(660 pounds) of co-
caine was found
stashed in a shipment
of bananas from
South America. The
suspects were arrest-
ed at a rental home
near the northern
Greek city of
Thessaloniki, and
were identified only
as residents of
London and
Liverpool, men aged
38, 45, 48, and 52, po-
lice in the city said
Friday, giving no fur-
ther details. A fifth
British man, believed
to be outside the
country, was also
wanted for question-
ing, police said. The
arrests followed an in-
ternational law en-
forcement operation
that also involved
Italian customs au-
thorities and the U.S.

Priest dead
Berlin: A Roman
Catholic priest in
Germany was found
dead a day after he
was questioned and
suspended as part of
an investigation into
abuse allegations,
church officials said
on Friday. The
Diocese of Limburg
said in a statement
that the head of its
seminary was found
dead on Thursday. It
said the priest had
held roles of responsi-
bility within the dio-
cese for several years.
The diocese said that
the priest’s death hits
us hard, causes con-
sternation and bewil-
derment, and raises
many questions.

Colombo, Jun 10:  

Sri Lanka aims to set up
a financial safety net of Rs
200 billion to provide so-
cial security support to the
needy amidst the worst
economic crisis in the
country, Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe
has announced. The gov-
ernment is making maxi-
mum effort to reduce the
impact through providing
financial and logistical
support,” said

Wickremesinghe, who also
holds the post of the fi-
nance minister of the
debt-ridden economy. “A
Rs 200 billion financial
safety net is being raised
for social sector support,”
he said while addressing
the owners of Sri Lankan
media organisations late
on Thursday.

He said a team from the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) would visit the
country on June 20 and
hoped that a staff-level

agreement with the IMF
would be reached by the
end of June.
Wickremesinghe also ex-
plained that due to the
pending food shortage, he
was launching the food se-
curity programme in the
country. He was hopeful
that through the food secu-
rity programme, the gov-
ernment of the crisis hit
country would be able to
provide food free of charge
to 10 per cent of the popu-
lation, who were unable to
afford three meals.

He had previously
warned of a food crisis in
addition to the ongoing
economic crisis, which
has also left the country in
shortage of fuel, gas, medi-
cines as well as essential
supplies. When asked to
respond to the govern-
ment’s initiatives to com-
bat the current crisis, the
prime minister explained
the country would have to
suffer the consequences of
the damage caused to the
economy by the Covid-19
pandemic.

Sri Lanka economic crisis: PM announces
financial safety net for social security

Police fire tear gas to disperse anti-government protesters
during a protest outside the police headquarters in Colombo,
Sri Lanka.

London, Jun 10:

When British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson
survived a no-confidence
vote this week, at least one
other world leader shared
his relief. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said it was great
news that we have not lost
a very important ally. It
was a welcome boost for a
British leader who divides
his country, and his party,
but has won wide praise as
an ally of Ukraine.
Johnson’s relatively nar-
row victory in Monday’s
Conservative Party vote
which left him in power
but in danger of further re-
bellions has implications
beyond Britain’s shores.
It’s quite hard to address
whatever international
challenges we face while
you are battling your own

political party, said David
Lawrence, a research fel-
low at international affairs
think-tank Chatham
House. Johnson has many
opponents in London and
at European Union head-
quarters in Brussels, but
he gets a warmer recep-
tion in Kyiv. His staunch

backing for Ukraine’s fight
against Russian invasion,
backed by some 3 billion
pounds (USD 3.8 billion) in
UK military and humani-
tarian aid, has won him
many fans. A bakery in
Ukraine’s capital has even
created a sweet treat
named the Boris Johnson :

a puff pastry cake topped
with meringue and ice
cream, vaguely reminis-
cent of the British leader’s
blond mop. Lawrence says
Johnson’s rapport with
Zelenskyy both quite big
personalities has been an
asset for both leaders. But
experts say Johnson’s
weakness is unlikely to
have a serious impact on
Britain’s backing for
Ukraine. Support for mili-
tary aid to Kyiv and tough
sanctions on Moscow is
strong among both
Britain’s governing
Conservatives and the left-
of-center Labour Party op-
position. I think any
British government would
have done the same,
Lawrence said. Johnson’s
woes have more immedi-
ate repercussions for
Britain’s relations with the
EU.

Boris Johnson’s weakness brings international complications

Britains Prime Minister Boris Johnson makes a speech at
Blackpool and The Fylde College in Blackpool, England.

Lahore/Dubai, Jun 10:

Pakistan’s former
military dictator
General Pervez
Musharraf is critical
and on a ventilator sup-
port at a hospital in the
UAE, his close aide and
former information min-
ister Fawad Chaudhry
said on Friday. Gen.
Musharraf, 78, ruled
Pakistan from 1999 to
2008.

“Musharraf is critical
as he is on a ventilator,”
Chaudhry told PTI.
Chaudhry, who was the
information minister in
the Imran Khan govern-
ment, was once a media
spokesperson for
Musharraf. He said that
he spoke to Musharraf ’s
son who confirmed his

illness. “I have just spo-
ken to Gen Musharraf ’s
son Bilal in Dubai who
confirmed that he
(Musharraf) is on venti-
lator,” Chaudhry said.

Reacting to reports,
Ifzaal Siddique, the
President of the All
Pakistan Muslim League
(APML) Overseas —
founded by Musharraf —

said that the former pres-
ident is little bit ill but
fully alert. “General
Pervez Musharraf is at
home (a little) bit ill
though, but fully alert as
usual, please don’t listen
to fake news. Just pray
for his good health,
Ameen,” Siddique said.

Musharraf has been
declared a fugitive in for-
mer prime minister
Benazir Bhutto murder
case and Red Mosque
cleric killing case. The
former president, living
in Dubai since 2016, was
facing the treason case
for suspending the
Constitution in 2007. The
former military ruler
left for Dubai in March
2016 for medical treat-
ment and has not re-
turned since.

Pakistan’s ex-military dictator General 
Pervez Musharraf critical in UAE: Ex-minister

Syria suspends Damascus 
airport flights after Israel strike

Los Angeles, Jun 10: 

The Port of Los Angeles
is a testament to President
Joe Biden’s unrewarded ef-
forts to address what he
calls his top economic pri-
ority: inflation. Biden will
speak at the port,
America’s busiest, on
Friday with inflation per-
sisting as a problem that
has eluded his policy
tweaks, deals brokered
with the private sector, in-

frastructure spending and
regulatory actions. The
port moved to round-the-
clock operations last
October under an agree-
ment that the White House
helped to shepherd.

The goal was to remove
backlogs of ships waiting
to dock and containers
waiting to flow into the
country, a logjam that was
pumping up prices as the
world began to recover
from the coronavirus pan-

demic. The port is now
moving out a record 200,000
containers on a rolling 30-
day average. But the forces
driving inflation have shift-
ed to rising energy and
food costs in the aftermath
of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. The Democratic
president’s speech will
overlap with the release of
the consumer price index
for May, a key measure of
inflation. Economists sur-
veyed by the data firm
FactSet expect inflation
rose at a yearly rate of 8.2
per cent, only slightly
below the 40-year peak of
8.5 per cent set in March.
The new report could be
paired with average US
gasoline prices climbing
above USD 5 a gallon, a
nominal record that is
hurting Biden’s public ap-
proval ahead of the
midterm elections. Gene
Seroka, executive director
of the Port of Los Angeles,
said there were many
levers that caused perform-
ance to improve in terms of
getting goods to consumers
and businesses faster.

Biden visiting LA port 
as high prices persist as threat

President Joe Biden sits beside Vice President Kamala
Harris after speaking during the opening plenary session
of the Summit of the Americas.

VVaattiiccaann  CCiittyy,,  JJuunn  1100::  Pope
Francis cancelled a planned
July trip to Africa on doctors’

orders because of ongoing
knee problems, the Vatican
said on Friday, raising further
questions about the health and
mobility problems of the 85-
year-old pontiff. The Vatican
said the July 2-7 trip to Congo
and South Sudan would be
rescheduled to a later date to
be determined . At the request
of his doctors, and in order not
to jeopardise the results of the
therapy that he is undergoing
for his knee, the Holy Father
has been forced to postpone,
with regret, his Apostolic
Journey to the Democratic
Republic of Congo and to South
Sudan, the Vatican said in a
statement. 

Pope cancels trip to Congo and
South Sudan due to knee issue

Pope Francis walks with a 
cane as he arrives for his weekly

general audience in St. Peters
Square at The Vatican.

S even days may be a long time in
politics, but eight years is too

short a time in a nation's history. Yet,
in this short time Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has raised the global
profile of India and restored to the
nation, in large measure, its lost
pride, prestige and glory as
Vishwaguru. As we enter the ninth
year of his leadership as Prime
Minister, not only will India rise fur-
ther at home but also in the world.
The course of India's destiny has
been firmly set. 

PM Modi's 'India First' policy - of
placing the national interest above
conventional geopolitics - has no
doubt propelled India's rise abroad. A
deft mix of hard and soft power pro-
jection, coupled with a robust
demonstration of India's expertise in
technology and its application that
will ensure the Fourth Industrial
Revolution does not pass us by, has
added heft to the 'India First' policy
architecture. PM Modi's thrust on un-
abashedly promoting India's civilisa-
tional heritage and its culture has
provided it with clout.  

Previous Governments have tried
to project India's soft power, but
those efforts had a limited impact.
Promoting tourism without focusing
on tourism-related infrastructure, or
restricting India's many-hued appeal
to only one monument, or, worse,
showcasing the lowest denominator
of popular culture as India's heritage,
restrained India's rise on the soft
power front. PM Modi has brought
about a sweeping change in this ap-

proach, enlarging the canvas and in-
cluding complementary elements.
For example, Yoga is now a household
name around the world, thanks to PM
Modi's initiative in getting the UN to
declare June 21 as 'International Day
of Yoga' and backing it up with multi-
ple initiatives to popularise this
unique civilisational inheritance of
India and turning it into a gift to the
world from this ancient land. 

In the past, 'Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam' had become a vacuous
slogan, a cliché which had lost its
strong moral connotation. Saying the
'World is one family' and living this
eternal truth anchored in India's civil-
isational ethos are two different
things. PM Modi has shown that India
not only believes in this dictum, dis-
tilled from the wisdom of its ancient
sages and contained in its ancient
texts, but also lives it. Hence, when
the developed world showed its re-
luctance to help others with COVID-
19 vaccine, PM Modi stepped for-
ward to help neighbours as well as
distant countries. 'Vaccine Maitri', in
many ways, was India's finest mo-
ment in recent times when we
showed to the world that we are dif-
ferent as a nation and as a civilisa-
tion; that we do not subscribe to the
developed world's view that 'the
devil take the hind most'. 

'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam', for PM
Modi, is not only about pandemic as-
sistance. India was the first country to
reach out with disaster relief when a
terrible earthquake struck Nepal,
even before other countries in the re-
gion stirred themselves into action. At
a time when Sri Lanka is going
through turbulent times, India has un-
hesitatingly stepped forward to help
tide over the crisis. The world has
turned its face away from
Afghanistan after the fall of Kabul and
the rise of the Taliban. Regardless of
the security implications of this mo-
mentous event, India has chosen to
provide food relief to the people of
Afghanistan. In the past, it was India
which had gifted Afghans with a
Parliament House and built one of

Afghanistan's most important dams. 
The list of India living the lofty prin-

ciple of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbukum', of
reinstilling values in how we perceive
and engage with the world, is long,
just as PM Modi's vision is vast. For
instance, even while placing a re-
straint on the export of wheat for
compelling domestic reasons, India
has made it abundantly clear that
countries which need wheat will be
provided with wheat on a case-to-
case basis. Underlying this decision is
the deeply moral view that if the
world is one family, food security can-
not be for India alone. While other
world leaders pay lip service to values
and principles, PM Modi ensures val-
ues and principles guide India's en-
gagement with the world.  

The story of 'Digital India' is too
well-known to be recounted. We now
host the third largest number of start-
ups and boast of 100 Unicorns. We
have one of the finest UPIs which has
made digital payments far more pop-
ular than in other countries. The
world's largest COVID-19 vaccination
drive was managed and monitored
digitally. Digital inclusion has been
the cornerstone of PM Modi's 'Digital
India' policy. Unlike others, we are
willing to share technology. On cli-
mate, India has led the way on renew-
ables, especially solar energy, re-
silient development and green invest-
ment, serving as a lighthouse to the
reluctant.  

This burst of exuberance we see,
the confidence among Indians that
they can do it because PM Modi be-
lieves it can be done, is all pervasive.
Our sportspersons, among the finest
examples of 'Young India' and in-
spired by the 'can do' Modi Mantra,
are excelling and bringing home tro-
phies that we could only dream of
earlier. Bollywood is no longer only
about popular culture of a certain va-
riety. Our hugely talented film indus-
try has stepped forward to combine
creativity, culture and technology to
produce world class content that can
compete with the best globally.
Entertainment media and technology

have merged seamlessly to make
India a content sub-continent, an
ideal platform for content producers
around the world. India is poised to be
both the largest consumer as well as
producer of content. Recognition has
come, most recently, by way of India
being designated this year's 'Country
of Honour' at Cannes. 

The vastness of what India ia - and
what the world is yet to discover
about this great nation - is exempli-
fied by the gifts PM Modi carries with
him for world leaders. No two gifts
are similar, no two gifts come from
the same place. Each is unique, each
symbolises a tiny piece of the great
mosaic of India's soft power in its
truest sense; each celebrates the
greatness of India's achievements
and accomplishments as a civilisa-
tional nation. Today, India can send a
mission to Mars and Moon; India can
make supersonic missiles and aircraft
carriers; India can produce the finest
creative minds; India can rapidly
cover the infrastructure gap; India
can manage a debilitating pandemic
better than other countries and
restart its economy faster than any-
body else; India can effectively re-
duce poverty and inequality; and,
India can stand tall as the world's
largest democracy. 

As India celebrates the 75th an-
niversary of its independence, it must
be recognised that in these eight
years PM Modi has laid the founda-
tion for India's unrestrained rise for
decades to come. India shall continue
to prosper at home and India's
stature shall continue to rise in the
comity of nations. As an ancient civili-
sation takes its rightful place in
today's world, India shall be acknowl-
edged as Vishwa Guru - a self-confi-
dent and self-reliant nation that leads
and inspires. PM Modi has truly and
irrevocably changed the course of
India's destiny. 

((TThhee  aauutthhoorr  iiss  IInnddiiaaââ€€™™ss  UUnniioonn
MMiinniisstteerr  ffoorr  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  &&

BBrrooaaddccaassttiinngg  aanndd  SSppoorrttss  &&  YYoouutthh
AAffffaaiirrss..))    
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Volatile debates
No doubt the comments

made against Prophet
Mohammed by Nupur Sharma
were uncalled for, however, it is
vital to take into account how
she was provoked by the oppo-
site panellist, who made objec-
tionable comments on Lord
Shiva. Over years, to grab more
eyeballs and increase TRPs, the
debates on TV channels have
metamorphosised into warring
zones where panellists go ham-
mer and tongs against each
other to emphasise their points,
as a result, often crossing the vi-
olable line. Nupur Sharma is a
mere scapegoat among the long
roll of representatives, across
party lines, who have, every now
and then, transgressed moral
decorum of shows and issued
controversial statements.

AAaarrttii  AAggggaarrwwaall,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

Microbes: Boon 
& bane

Nature is the creator, true
caretaker and well-wisher of all
plants, animals and human be-
ings. On June 5, we all celebrat-
ed World Environment Day to re-
store our nature and stop man-
made destruction of nature. In
the name of modernization, we
destroy nature and transform
the natural beauty to artificial
beauty. We are doing research
on biological laboratories and
producing artificial microbes
which become a great threat for
entire humanity. COVID-19 is a
brilliant example in this regard
and now the world is facing an
economic crisis for the last two
years.

However, nature also takes
the burden of small microscopic
particles, viruses, bacteria, pro-
tozoa, amoeba, yeast etc., which
become beneficial and also
harmful to others. Without mi-
crobes we cannot survive be-
cause they clean the environ-
ment by decomposing the decay
plants and animals. They also
play the role of nitrogen fixers
and help us to protect our bod-
ies from other diseases, what
we called antibodies.

We have not yet overcome the
Corona virtues fully, even
though most of us are vaccinat-
ed. Now, another microbe in the
name of monkeypox has come
into the picture and become a
threat for human beings. It true
that its symptoms resemble
those of chicken pox, so detec-
tion of monkeypox won't be a
different. But we should not wait
for its arrival and instead take
precautionary measures before-
hand so that it doesn't turn out
to be a pandemic and a life haz-
ard. It is time for the state's
health department to think how
to make the people aware about
monkeypox or other epidemic
diseases or communicable dis-
eases. During the rainy season
the chances of an outbreak of
other communicable diseases
increase. Therefore, the
Government has to create
awareness and set up more
health camps with the help of
NGOs or educational institutions
with qualified educators, who
can play a crucial role to make
the people aware about the out-
break of any epidemic. 

IInnddrraajjiitt  SSaarrmmaa,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill..

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

DDhhaarrmmeennddrraa
PPrraaddhhaann@@ddpprraaddhhaannbbjjpp

41 Indian universities have
featured in the QS World
University Rankings 2023.
My compliments to all the
universities. Congratulate
@iiscbangalore, @iitbom-
bay and @iitdelhi for their
academic excellence and
for consistently being
among the global league of

top 200.

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii@@nnaarreennddrraammooddii

Our Government has successfully
changed the mindset that only a few
sectors can contribute to economic
growth. The last 8 years have seen
the rise of many new sectors which
have captured the imagination of
our youth.

AA..RR..RRaahhmmaann@@aarrrraahhmmaann

Happy to announce that @inbritish
has launched a milestone celebration
#IndiaUKTogether #SeasonofCulture
marking Indiaâ€™s 75th anniversary.
Happy to be the Ambassador for the
Season.

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr
@@SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr

And I even took selfies
that didnâ€™t involve
other people!

DDeevveennddrraa  FFaaddnnaavviiss@@DDeevv__FFaaddnnaavviiss

Met Hon Union Minister & @BJP4India #Maharashtra Prabhari for #RajyaSabhaElections2022 Shri
@AshwiniVaishnaw ji, this morning at my residence in Mumbai with @BJP4Maharashtra colleagues.

KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu@@KKiirreennRRiijjiijjuu

I truly appreciate the roles of
#ICSI in fulfilling the vision of
hon'ble PM @narendramodi  Ji in
making #AatmaNirbharBharat
and establishing India as the
fastest growing economic engine
of the world!

A ccess to fresh water is one of the biggest environmental chal-
lenges of the 21st Century. According to World Health

Organization, 1.1 billion people lack access to clean drinking water.
Nearby 2.7 billion people experience water scarcity at least one month
out of the year. By 2025 it is expected that two-thirds of the world's
population will be living in water-stressed areas. The non-accessibility
to clean drinking water exposes these vulnerable populations to dead-
ly water-borne illnesses such as diarrhoea, cholera and typhoid and
every year it kills thousands of people in a developing country like
India and affects its human resource. The world population is project-
ed to reach 9.7 billion by 2050 the increase in the demand for agricul-
tural land and its produce will further put stress on the use of freshwa-
ter resources. India being the second-most populous country in the
world is about to face the brunt of this water crisis. With time, the
problem of water scarcity becomes the problem of existence of
human beings. Currently, water scarcity is witnessed both in terms of
quantity and quality and this problem is well knitted with all the prob-
lems related to human existence. Water scarcity poses threat to the
availability of water for drinking, cultivation, land use, construction,
management of reservoirs etc. There are millions of people on the en-
tire earth who are facing the problem of water scarcity, even if they
have access to water the quality of water is very poor and it is unable
to be used. Although 70% of the earth's surface is covered with water
ironically only 3% of it is fresh water available for human consump-
tion. Out of this 3% fresh water, two-thirds is hidden in glaciers and is
not available for consumption. The reports of the world water forum
state that 1.1 billion people on earth lack access to water and 2.7 bil-
lion people face the challenge of water scarcity at least for a month in
a year. Availability of clean drinking water is a dream for millions and
millions of population across the globe. Despite this all those who have
an access to safe drinking water are not utilising it wisely by 2040
there will be no drinking water in almost all of India. According to
India's Ministry of Water Resources, India only has 4% of the total
water resource for supporting 18% of the world's population. The
World Bank's latest statistics reveal that India's 163 million population
lacks access to safe drinking water and 210 million population don't
have the access to better sanitation facilities, 21% of communicable
diseases are due to unsafe water and approximately 500 children die
due to diarrhoea each day in India. The decline in groundwater is one
of the major key challenges and it is further becoming severe with
very fast-growing suburbs and increasing stress on a single aquifer,
India is losing the ability and capacity to safeguard the public health of
the country, also failing in ensuring the farm productivity of the coun-
try and posing threat to food security and its further letting lose the
fabric of social stability. With incidences of severe drought and weak
monsoons, 60% of farmland and one-fourth of India's population are
facing the problem of irrigation and extending drought and this is fur-
ther bringing devastation to food security by the incidences of dying
crops and dead wells. This is forcing the rural families to migrate to-
wards cities for livelihood, increasing water stress in cities too. Some
farmers are even carrying out production works on farms with un-
treated wastewater that contains harmful sewage-borne microorgan-
isms and metals. This is leading to generating crops with a toxic sub-
stance in them posing a threat to public health. To date, there is no
particular regulatory framework for testing vegetables, fruits and
crops grown with the help of untreated wastewater. 

Water scarcity: A major
threat to the nation

F ew days back media was running a story that says a
Bangladeshi woman crossed the swampy Sundarban forests,

also home to Royal Bengal Tigers, and then swam for an hour to cross
a river and meet her Indian boyfriend. The 22-year-old Krishna
Mandal had met her boyfriend Abhik Mandal on Facebook. The cou-
ple got married at Kolkata's famous Kalighat temple before their love
story got viral and the lady was arrested for illegally entering India. In
her defense, she said she had no passport so she took the easier way
to meet and marry her man.  Another similar story says a boy crossed
over the river to buy his favourite chocolate from India but was
caught by the Border Security Force on April 13 and was finally re-
manded to judicial custody. Earlier, the India-Bangladesh border was
notorious for cattle smuggling where young calves would be herded
from India into Bangladesh for slaughter. Before that, the illegal mi-
gration of refugees from Bangladesh into India kept the borders in
news. Now, occasional incidents of gold smuggling and people cross-
ing over for strange reasons make news. The feat of Krishna Mandal
in crossing the Sundarban forest and then swimming across the river
to meet her love underscores the stamina and resilience of average
Bangladeshis. In Delhi, a majority of rag-pickers and garbage collec-
tion people's "men, women, and kids" are Bangladeshi. For decades,
they have collected garbage from every neighbourhood in Delhi and
lived amidst garbage heaps, sorting recyclable plastics and other
wastes to create an economy that no Indian was interested in.  Delhi's
Jahangirpuri, which was recently in news for the use of bulldozers to
raze down the homes of miscreants, is believed to be a major hub of
Bangladeshi refugees who have been able to build their homes after
decades of struggle. Bangladeshi refugees are believed to be in good
numbers in India's North Eastern states, particularly Assam, and
West Bengal. Over the decades, their existence is more or less stabi-
lized but they have not been able to escape being the pawns in the
country's politics.  Does the Bangladesh government have any stake
or say in the matter? While Bangladeshi politicians and ministers
have time to time reminded India that minorities should be given fair
treatment, the country has not been ready to take illegal migrants
back into the country. With over a million Rohingya refugees taking
shelter in makeshift camps in Bangladesh, the plight of the larger
Bengali community is a centrepiece agenda that no politician is ready
to take up.  Against this backdrop, Krishna Mandal braving the
swamps, tigers, forests, and the river makes for a stunning story of
bravery and dare-devilry. It forces us to look back at the country that
promised to be the home of all Bengalis. The India-Bangladesh rela-
tions are at a critical stage and the apparent normalcy is thanks to the
Sheikh Hasina regime that has been in power since 2009. Over the
last decade, the Hasina government has come to represent stability
in a nation of about 15 crore people with roughly 1.5 crore Hindus.  To
battle the growing influence of Islamist militancy, it raised Rapid
Action Battalion (RAB) with the help of the UK and US, but human
rights watchdogs have put the force under the scanner for torture,
killing, and forced disappearances mainly of political workers of the
non-ruling parties. The US has imposed a sanction on RAB and it
wants the cases brought to light to be investigated and people held
accountable.  Besides, there are other irritants. Over the last few
years, incidents of violence and discrimination against minority
Hindus in Bangladesh have been more frequent. Recently, a video got
viral where a Muslim woman was seen harassing a Hindu woman for
not wearing the burqa. 

Equal responsibility to look
after foreigners' interests
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Devotees take a holy dip in the Ganga river on the occasion of Nirjala Ekadashi, at Dashashwamedh Ghat in Varanasi, Friday.

‘Prime Minister Modi has changed India’s destiny’

HHaarrsshhaa  BBhhooggllee@@bbhhoogglleehhaarrsshhaa

Competition on the field but great
camaraderie off it. What an inspir-
ing #HappydentBaatAchhiSi story,
isn't it? If you were able to guess
the two players of this story let me
know in the comments below.
#Happydent #Collab

NIRJALA EKADASHI

ANURAG SINGH THAKUR 
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Digital India Act 

Mumbai: Tata Sons
Chairman N
Chandrasekaran on
Thursday said the up-
coming Digital India
Act is "necessary" as it
has been over two
decades since the IT
Act was promulgated
and the technology
landscape has changed
since then. The head of
the conglomerate
which recently
launched its new super
app aggregating offer-
ings of group compa-
nies also welcomed the
government's partici-
pative approach in
writing the new law. "I
think the Digital India
Act is necessary be-
cause so much has
changed over the last
couple of decades
since the original IT
Act was put in place,"
Chandrasekaran said,
addressing the annual
general meeting of the
group's cash cow TCS
virtually.

Solar modules
New Delhi: There are
"no plans" to review the
basic customs duty
(BCD) levied on solar
modules and cells,
Union Power Minister
R K Singh has said. "I
don't want any Chinese
imports and want
everything Made in
India," Singh, who is
also the Minister of
New and Renewable
Energy told PTI in reply
to a question related to
the duty levied on the
two items. Last year, the
government had an-
nounced imposing 40
per cent BCD on solar
modules and 25 per cent
on solar cells with effect
from April 1, 2022.

Excise Policy

Chandigarh: Punjab
Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema
on Thursday said that
with the new excise
policy rolled out by
the state government,
revenue from the
liquor sector will in-
crease to Rs 9,600
crore, and smuggling
from the neighbour-
ing states will also be
checked. "Revenue
from liquor will in-
crease to Rs 9,600
crore," said Cheema
here. The liquor mafia
will be finished with
the new excise policy.
"Smuggling of liquor
from other states will
also come to an end,"
he added.

Import restrictions
New Delhi: Domestic
refrigerator makers
have approached the
government to put im-
port restrictions on the
product to boost local
manufacturing, accord-
ing to sources. An im-
porter will have to seek
a license or permission
from the government if
refrigerators are put
under the restricted
category of imports.
"We have received a
proposal regarding this
from the industry," one
of the sources said. In
October last year, the
government banned
imports of air condi-
tioners with refriger-
ants with a view to pro-
moting domestic manu-
facturing and cutting
imports of non-essen-
tial items.

AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV

CBDT Chairperson Sangeeta Singh flagging off the Cyclothon being organized by
Ministry of Finance, as a part of the Iconic Week celebrations under the Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM), in New Delhi on June 10.

Mumbai, Jun 10:  

Revenue Secretary
Tarun Bajaj said tax rev-
enue collections in ongo-
ing fiscal year are expect-
ed to be far better than the
budget estimates. Last fis-
cal year, indirect taxes
grew at 20 per cent and di-
rect taxes at 49 per cent.
The tax-to-GDP ratio in
2021-22 jumped to 11.7 per
cent -- the highest since
1999. In 2020-21, the ratio
was 10.3 per cent.

The country's tax collec-
tions soared to a record
high of Rs 27.07 lakh crore
last year, compared to
budget estimate of Rs 22.17
lakh crore. Bajaj said the
government was able to
collect Rs 5 lakh crore
more in taxes than what
was anticipated in the

budget estimates for 2021-
22, he said. While we are
starting the new financial
year and are in the month
of June, I would need an-
other one month to be sure
as to how we are going
ahead with the revenue
figures. But whatever indi-
cators I have at the mo-
ment, I feel very opti-
mistic, and think this year
again, we will be able to do
far better than we thought

initially when we were
making the budget as to
how we will do, Bajaj said.
This is in spite of the fact
that there have been some
concessions on the cus-
toms duty, more so on the
excise duty on the indirect
taxes, he said. Bajaj was
speaking at the Iconic
Week celebration as part
of the 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav', to mark 75
years of India's independ-
ence. The event was organ-
ized by the Central Board
of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC).

He said on the Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
front, there has been a
healthy growth of rev-
enues. I am very hopeful
that in the current year,
the average revenues
would be close to between

Rs 1.40-1.50 lakh crore for
the year as a whole as far
as GST is concerned, Bajaj
said.

Even on the direct taxes
front, the initial indicators
are good and there should
be a healthy growth of tax
revenues out there also, he
noted. Speaking on the
economy, he said current-
ly, the country is facing
some challenges on infla-
tion, rising current ac-
count deficit, fiscal deficit
and currency valuation. I
think at this point of time,
in our desire to control in-
flation both RBI and the
government have taken a
few steps and I hope these
steps will bear fruit, and
we will be able to see sta-
bility in our macro indica-
tors in the times to come,
he added.

Tax revenue collection in FY23
expected to be far better than

budget estimate: RS

New Delhi, Jun 10:  

Industrial output grew by 7.1
per cent in April on better per-
formance by power and mining
sectors, as per government
data released on Friday.
Manufacturing sector recorded
a growth of 6.3 per cent in the
first month of the current finan-
cial year, as per the data
released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO). It fur-
ther said growth rates over cor-
responding period of the previ-
ous year are to be interpreted
considering the unusual circum-
stances on account of the
COVID-19 pandemic since
March 2020. As per the data,
power and mining sectors grew
by 11.8 per cent and 7.8 per
cent, respectively. As per the
use-based classification, the
capital goods segment recorded
a growth of 14.7 per cent, while
the consumer durables sector
expanded by 8.5 per cent. NSO
further said the primary goods,
intermediate goods, infrastruc-
ture/ construction goods, and
consumer non-durables sectors
expanded by 10.1 per cent, 7.6
per cent, 3.8 per cent, and 0.3
per cent, respectively.

Industrial 
production grows

7.1 pc in April

New Delhi, Jun 10: 

German luxury carmak-
er Mercedes-Benz on
Friday said it has deliv-
ered the first-ever unit of
AMG GT Black Series in
India. The price of the
super exclusive models
starts from Rs 5.5 crore
(ex-showroom) and can go
up depending on individ-
ual configurations.

The AMG GT Black
Series, the most powerful
AMG ever, comes with a 4-
litre V8 engine that devel-
ops 537 kW (730 hp), en-
abling the two-door vehi-
cle to accelerate from 0 to
100 km/h in 3.2 seconds
and 0 to 200 km/h in
under 9 seconds with a top
speed of 325 km/h. The
model highlights
Mercedes-Benz's rich tra-
dition in motorsports, as
well as its expertise in
consistent technology
transfer from motorsport

to series production cars.
The company said it has
delivered the first AMG
GT Black Series super
sports car in India to su-
percar enthusiast
Boopesh Reddy. "There
was an overwhelming re-
sponse from the AMG cus-
tomers for the AMG GT
Black Series supercar
since its global debut, and
we will deliver two units
of this exclusive master-
piece in India based on
our allocations. The sec-

ond unit of the Black
Series will be delivered to
our customer next
month," Mercedes-Benz
India Managing Director
and CEO Martin Schwenk
said in a statement. The
delivery of AMG GT
Black Series strongly em-
phasises the commitment
towards introducing the
most desirable and exclu-
sive products from the
company's global portfo-
lio for performance
purists in India, he noted.

Mercedes delivers first ever unit
of AMG GT Black Series in India

New Delhi, Jun 10:  

There is no alternative
to the rules-based multilat-
eral trading system, and
strong commitment to the
World Trade Organization
(WTO) is the only way for-
ward, Minister of Sate for
Commerce and Industry
Anupriya Patel has said.
She also said WTO re-
forms must strengthen the
fundamental principles of
WTO, including consen-
sus-based decision mak-
ing, inclusivity, equitable,
non-discrimination, spe-
cial and differential treat-
ment. She made the re-
marks during the 12th
BRICS Trade Ministers
Meeting, held virtually on
June 9.

To make the forthcom-
ing ministerial meet of
WTO in Geneva a success,
the WTO members need
to build trust among each
other and repose confi-
dence in the multilateral

trading system. "The deci-
sion on the matter of pub-
lic stockholding for food

security needs to be deliv-
ered in order to honour
the mandate decided by
the ministers," she added.
The four-day 12th ministe-
rial conference (MC) will
begin from June 12 in
Geneva.

The meet is happening
after a gap of four years,
against the backdrop of
Ukraine-Russia war and
uncertain global econom-
ic situation. Last time it
was held in Argentina in
2017. Further, Patel said
while India looks forward
for a fair, balanced and eq-
uitable outcome in the
fisheries subsidy negotia-
tions in MC12, the princi-
ple of common but differ-
entiated responsibility
should be applied.

"Moreover, it is impera-
tive that the S&DT (spe-
cial and differential treat-
ment )provisions contin-
ue to be relevant for devel-
oping countries," she
added.

No alternative to rules-based 
multilateral trading system: Patel

New Delhi, Jun 10:  

Irdai on Friday extended
the 'use and file' procedure
for the most of the life insur-
ance products, thereby allow-
ing insurers to launch new
products without prior ap-
proval of the regulator. This
comes days after Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (Irdai) ex-
tending similar relaxations
to health insurance products
as well as general insurance
covers. In a press release,
Irdai said that in its continu-
ous endeavour towards the
reform agenda taken up to-
wards having a fully insured
India, it has extended the 'use
and file' procedure for most of
the life insurance products.

"This means now the life
insurance companies can
also launch these products
without prior approval of
Irdai," the regulator said.
Earlier when the industry
was in nascent stage, it was
made mandatory for the in-
surance companies to take

prior approval before launch-
ing any life insurance prod-
uct. However, with the matu-
rity attained by the industry,
it is envisaged that necessary
relaxations may be allowed,
Irdai said.

"This move will enable life
Insurers to launch most of
the products (except individ-
ual savings, individual pen-
sions and annuity) in a time-
ly manner according to the
dynamic needs of the mar-
ket," it added. According to
Irdai, the relaxation will re-
sult in improving ease of
doing business for insurers
and also lead to expansion of
the choices available to poli-
cyholders. "The life insur-
ance industry is expected to
use this opportunity to re-
spond faster to the emerging
market needs, in terms of de-
signing and pricing of insur-
ance products resulting in
more choices for the policy-
holders, which will further
help in increasing the insur-
ance penetration in India," it
said.

Irdai allows life insurers
to launch products

without prior approval

New Delhi, Jun 10:  

Industry body Assocham on
Thursday said the Reserve
Bank's decision to raise the
benchmark lending rate by
50 basis points to 4.9 per
cent will help the Indian
economy in the medium
term. The central bank on
Wednesday raised the repo
rate for the second time in
five weeks. Earlier, it had
raised the short term lending
rate by 40 basis points (bps)
on May 4. Assocham
President Sumant Sinha said
through a clearly well-coordi-
nated approach between the
RBI and Finance Ministry,
Indian government and mon-
etary policymakers have

managed the challenging
global environment with
foresight and calmness.
"The RBI's move to raise pol-
icy interest rate by another
50 bps within a short time-
frame will help the Indian
economy in the medium
term," Sinha said. He further
said that inflation, though a
concern, is still within rela-
tively manageable limits,
especially when compared to
many parts of the world. "It
is understandable that there
is concern about the rate
hikes resulting in higher
EMIs, but, in the longer run,
the resulting price stability
will play a crucial role in sup-
porting rising demand, which
is key," he said. 

RBI's decision to raise policy
rate to help economy in

medium term: Assocham

Mumbai, Jun 10: 

With the onset of the monsoon
season in India, Amazon.in is
excited to announce its
‘Monsoon Carnival’ kickstarted
from June 07, 2022. The shop-
ping event  provide customers
with exciting deals and addi-
tional cashbacks on thousands
of products across waterproof
smartphones and gadgets,
consumer electronics, TV,
home & kitchen appliances,
groceries, beauty & fashion
essentials, and much more.
During the Monsoon Carnival,
customers can look forward to
great savings from brands
such as Samsung, Redmi,
boAt, Chumbak, L’Oreal, Crocs,
Hush Puppies, The Sleep
Company and much more.
Customers can save more and
opt for a wide range of afford-
able finance options such as
10% instant bank discount on
Bank of Baroda Credit Cards
and Citi Bank Credit and Debit
Cards, Credit/Debit EMI trans-
actions; no-cost EMI on Debit
& Credit cards, exchange
offers and more.  

Amazon announces

‘Monsoon Carnival’

Mumbai, Jun 10: 

Fino Payments Bank
Limited (“Fino Bank” or
“The Bank”) today an-
nounced that it has part-
nered with Go Digit
General Insurance, one of
India’s fastest growing
general insurers, to offer
shop insurance policy to
small and medium busi-
ness owners. Fino is asso-
ciated with Go Digit as a
corporate agent. The
product was launched at
an event organized at Fino
Bank’s regional office in
Ranchi. Manish Dwivedi,
Zonal Head, Shishir Singh
(Regional Head),Sanjeev
Sinha (Business Support
Manager), Dilshad Ali

(Key Account Manager),
Kaushal Raj Srivastava
(Portfolio Manager) and
other team members of
Fino Bank were present at
the launch event.

The tie-up will allow
small and medium busi-
nesses to avail the benefits
of Digit’s My
BusinessPolicy in case of
any adverse event. The
policy, which will be valid
for one year, will cover
loss or damage to the in-
ventory or stock due to
burglary, earthquake, fire,
lightning, storm, flood,
riots, among others. The
policy will also include in-
built coverages like
money in safe, money in
transit, etc.

Small and medium busi-
nesses form a significant
part of Fino Bank’s strong
customer base as well as
its well established mer-
chant network. Fino
Bank’s customers will be
able to enroll in the policy
offered by Go Digit at an
annual premium of Rs 550
(for a sum insured of Rs 3
lakh), which will go up to
Rs 2,600 (for a sum insured
of Rs 15 lakh). This will
allow customers to avail
the cover as per their re-
quirements.

Darpan Anand, EVP
(North), Fino Payments
Bank said,“Innovation
through partnerships is
an integral part of Fino
Bank’s ethos.

Fino Payments Bank partners
exclusively with Go Digit

New Delhi, Jun 10:  

Auto, home and person-
al loans have become
costlier with banks and
other financial institu-
tions increasing interest
rates following the repo
rate hike by RBI on
Wednesday. A number of
banks including ICICI
Bank, Bank of Baroda,
Punjab National Bank
(PNB), Bank of India,
Indian Bank, Indian
Overseas Bank and the
country's leading mort-
gage lender HDFC Ltd
have raised lending rates
for their customers. Repo
is the rate at which RBI
lends to banks for their
short-term borrowing
needs. In its June 8 sec-

ond bi-monthly monetary
policy meeting review for
FY23, RBI raised the
benchmark repo rate by
50 basis points to 4.90 per
cent with immediate ef-
fect. It followed an off-
cycle rate hike of 40 basis
points in May to rein in
the soaring inflation in
the country, mainly trig-
gered by supply side woes
due to Russia-Ukraine
war. Private sector lender
ICICI Bank raised the
repo linked External
Benchmark Lending Rate

(EBLR) with effect from
June 8, 2022 to 8.60 per
cent from 8.10 per cent
earlier. Public sector
lender Punjab National
Bank has raised repo
linked lending rate
(RLLR) to 7.40 per cent
from 6.90 per cent earlier.
Bank of Baroda, the third
largest bank in the public
sector, raised the RLLR to
7.40 per cent. HDFC Ltd
has raised its Retail
Prime Lending Rate
(RPLR) for housing loans,
on which its Adjustable
Rate Home Loans (ARHL)
are benchmarked, by 50
basis points, with effect
from June 10, 2022. This
translates into an in-
crease of Rs 31 per Rs 1
lakh for a 20-year loan.

Auto, home and personal loans become
expensive with banks raising rates

New Delhi, Jun 10:  

Passenger vehicle dis-
patches to dealers in India
rose over two-fold last
month on a low base of
Covid-19-hit May last year.

As per the Society of
Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM),
passenger vehicle whole-
sales rose to 2,51,052 units
last month as compared to
88,045 units in May 2021.
The two-wheeler sales rose
to 12,53,187 units in May as
compared to 3,54,824 units
in the year-ago period.
Similarly, total three-
wheeler dispatches stood
at 28,542 units last month
as against 1,262 units in
May 2021.

Passenger vehicle
wholesales jump
over two-fold to

2,51,052 units in May

New Delhi, Jun 10: 

Technical textiles is
a fast-growing sec-
tor in the country
and to further pro-
mote this, there is
a need to put in
place standards
required by the
industry, Textiles
Secretary UP Singh
said here on Friday.
He also said that going for-
ward, the government would
have to consider issuing
quality control orders for the
sector in consultation with
the domestic industry. "I do
not think we have issued any
kind of quality control orders
as far as technical textiles
are concerned. But going for-

ward, we will need to do that
also," he said at a conclave

on standards for
technical textiles.
Standards or quality
norms help the
industry tap global
markets and get
good prices for their
products.
Speaking at the
event, Rajeev
Sharma, Deputy

Director General
(Standardisation), Bureau of
Indian Standards, said tech-
nical textiles accounts for
about 19 per cent of India's
total textiles and apparel
industry. India's share in the
global trade of technical tex-
tiles (USD 250 billion) stood
at about 6 per cent. 

Need to put in place standards
as required by technical 
textiles industry: Singh

Mukti Mohan
shares glimpse

of Leh vacation
Leh seems like the most

preferred holiday destina-
tion. Riding high on

the success of
her latest

release,
‘Thar’, the

gorgeous
actress

Mukti
Mohan
whisked
off to Leh
for a vaca-
tion recently
with her girl
gang. Mukti,
who was busy
shooting for ‘Thar’
apart from other work
commitments, decided to
take a break from her busy
schedule to unwind and reju-
venate. Right from visiting
monasteries and exploring
popular delicacies to having
fun & perfect posing, Mukti
along with her girl gang
seem to have had a whale of
a time in Leh… at least the
pictures suggest so! Sharing
an interesting caption along
with a few pictures on her
social media, Mukti wrote,
“Those who don’t. I’d just say
JAAAO!! See the world with
your loved ones! Fill your
senses with wonder and
share quality time with each
other till you can! I had a
time of my life with my
school friends in Leh-Ladakh!
Love you @shrishti_dhillon
@anamika.m.yadav
@sin_shivani @khush-
bookatyal06.”

The team of director
Mithran R. Jawahar's

much-awaited comedy
drama

'Thiruchitrambalam',
featuring Dhanush in the
lead, has disclosed
actress Raashi Khanna's
character's name and
role in the film.Taking to
Twitter, director Mithran
Jawahar posted a clip
and said, "Meet Anusha
played by Raashi
Khanna."
Actor Dhanush too
released the same short
clip in which actress
Raashi is seen sitting in
the driver's seat of a car.
He wrote,
"'Thiruchitrambalam'...
Meet Anusha... His high
school friend."
The film, which will also
feature Nithya Menon,
Priya Bhavani Shankar,
Prakash Raj and director
Bharathi Raja, has music
by Anirudh.
This is the first time that
Anirudh is scoring music
for a Mithran R. Jawahar
film. The film has cine-
matography by Om
Prakash and editing by
Prasanna G.K. It has
been produced by Sun
Pictures Kalanithi Maran.

ACROSS

1. Fragrant shrub

6. Thought

10. Provides workers

14. Sports locale

15. Races the engine

16. Toast spread

17. Sail supports

18. Tie

19. Temperament

20. Desirable qualities

22. Hare ____ (religious sect)

24. Beef, e.g. (2 wds.)

27. Pack animal

28. Fragrant shrub

32. Thanksgiving veggie

34. Jazz great ____ Fitzgerald

35. Actuality

37. Skier's hotel

41. Adolescents

43. Shooter's group (abbr.)

44. Give way

45. Odor

46. Munches

48. Arrogant

49. So far

51. In the ____ (until then)

53. ____ wing and a prayer (2 wds.)

56. Car gear

58. Singer with one name

60. Zone

65. Acknowledge

66. Medicinal herb

69. Operate a car

70. Present!

71. Void's partner

72. Fine fabric

73. Pub potables

74. Be abundant

75. ____ & Roeper

DOWN

1. Buddhist monk

2. Nest eggs (abbr.)

3. Not so much

4. Poker bet

5. Fidel ____

6. Bother

7. TV room

8. Call forth

9. Off course

10. Dads' partners

11. Honolulu greeting

12. Broadway lights

13. Carbonated beverages

21. ____-service

23. Milan's land

25. Keaton or Sawyer

26. Yarn craft

28. New York baseball team
29. Actor ____ Guinness
30. Mirth
31. Female goat
33. Slightly wet
36. Starchy veggie (sl.)
38. ____ Moore of "Ghost"
39. Morose
40. Advantage
42. Severe
47. Talk back
50. Renter
52. Sewing item
53. D-Day beach
54. Bellybutton
55. Idolize
57. Worth
59. Is indebted
61. Baby bed
62. Fork prong
63. Completed
64. Budget item
67. Bullring cry
68. Stately tree
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Your intuition is heightened almost to the
point of telepathy today. Aquarius, you
may be able to sense what others want
and need even before they know it them-
selves. You could also experience a few
visionary impressions that prove valuable
inspiration for creative and artistic work.
When images well up from your psyche,
don't dismiss them as irrelevant. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Getting in touch with your closest friends
could bring about some intense commu-
nication, with many revealing some of
your deepest concerns, Pisces. Your
thinking should be greatly influenced by
feeling, so you might experience a high
level of understanding that your friends
are going to appreciate. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A heightened level of intuition and under-
standing of others might catapult you to the
center of attention at a gathering, Aries.
Knowledge combined with experience
results in wisdom today. Insights could lead
to more efficient ways of doing things. You'll
probably pass this on to others, especially
since more than one person could ask you
for insights into their particular situation. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Communication with friends who have
traveled widely could have you hankering
to make a future visit to a distant place
that you've always wanted to experience.
At the very least, you'll probably want to
take a virtual tour of your city of choice. If
you're dreaming of traveling to a foreign
country, you may want to take a stab at
learning the language. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Relationships of all kinds are likely to be
strengthened by an increased level of
understanding today, Cancer. Your
thinking is greatly enhanced by your
emotional intuitiveness, so you'll be
more able than usual to identify with the
needs and desires of those around you. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Relationships of all kinds are likely to be
strengthened by an increased level of
understanding today, Cancer. Your thinking
is greatly enhanced by your emotional intu-
itiveness, so you'll be more able than usual
to identify with the needs and desires of
those around you. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today your emotional intuition intensifies
your mental abilities, Leo. Friends and
family members are likely to grow closer
to you. You may be more aware of what
they really need and want, and they could
see you in a new light. This can make you
feel loved and wanted. The downside is
that your empathy is so high that you may
pick up on everyone's aches and pains. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Relationships with those closest to you,
particularly friends and love partners,
should be enhanced by an increased
understanding of their emotional world,
Virgo. You're likely to identify even more
strongly than usual with others' feelings,
and this could provide inspiration for
artistic activities of some kind. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Dealing with the ups and downs of other
family members could be easier for you
today than usual, Libra. You're less
inclined to be logical and more apt to
identify with what other people feel.
This will increase your understanding of
their situation's undercurrents, and
they'll likely appreciate your empathy.
Don't forget your own concerns. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today your mind is strongly influenced by
feeling and intuition, Scorpio, so you'll be
able to communicate especially well with
others. You might sense what they need to
hear before they know it themselves. This
ability could be used in many ways. It could
enhance your writing skills. If you're into
performance of any kind, it could sharpen
your ability to speak, teach, or act. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You generally like to think of yourself as
someone who faces life logically and ration-
ally, Sagittarius, but today your intuitive
side could prove a valuable resource, espe-
cially when it comes to dealing with others.
Your communicative ability is enhanced by
a strong sense of what others are thinking
and feeling. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your intuition is usually very strong,
Capricorn, and your level of empathy
enhances your relationships. Today, how-
ever, a burst of logic could enable you to
see many things in a different light. This
adds a new dimension to your commu-
nicative abilities and could prove valuable
in bringing you closer to the ones you love
the most.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Raashi Khanna

plays Dhanush’s high

school friend in

'Thiruchitrambalam’

H
e could be an old
friend you bump
into on the Kolkata

streets, a colleague you
shared a meal with, he
could tell you it was all
fine, or he might reach
into his bag for a gun -
Appearances can be de-
ceiving! Bob Biswas, a

story of full on unpre-
dictability, deviance of a
deadly contract killer with
amnesia is primed to air
on &pictures on 11th June
at 10 pm. With the versa-
tile Abhishek Bachchan as
Bob Biswas, get ready to
sink into a world of thrill
and mystery.

The adept debutant di-
rector Diya Annapurna
Ghosh brought forth Bob
in great authenticity with
an archetypal look and the
significance of every lay-
ered character that un-
folds interestingly as the
story moves ahead. Also
starring Chitrangada

Singh as Bob’s wife Mary,
who finds herself juggling
between emotional and fi-
nancial struggles while
living with a husband who
has no memory of their
life together post an 8-year
coma.

Talking about the char-
acter, Abhishek Bachchan

said, “Bob Biswas is a
carefully written charac-
ter, the complexities of liv-
ing dual life as a family
man and a hitman were
mindfully sketched out." 

Don’t forget to catch
&pictures premiere of Bob
Biswas on 11th June at 10
pm.

&pictures premieres ‘Bob Biswas’ on Jun 11

A
amir Khan's sister Nikhat Khan
Hegde, Actress, has made her small-
screen debut with 'Banni Chow

Home Delivery'presently being aired in
Star Plus. She shared her experiences on
this project.

Excerpts of interview:
1) How do you feel making your first

small-screen debut?
To tell you the truth, I was a little nerv-

ous at first. But now that I've started work-
ing on the project, I'm really excited. The
small screen has a vast audience, so I'm
looking forward to reaching out to a large
audience.

2) What made to take the offer of
Banni Chow Homer Delivery?

I auditioned for the role and got selected
for Sulekha's character. It was for Star Plus
and also Shashi Sumeet production house
so I decided to take it up. My character was
also positive towards the main character.

3) What is so special about the show
Banni Chow Home Delivery?

Banni is a unique character. She deals
with the issue of empowering women and
overcoming injustice and fear which
makes the character Banni very special.
This production has excellent actors, and
our director, Jaladh Sir, is a treat to work
with.

‘Banni deals with empowering women
and overcoming injustice’

A
ll set to release on
Friday, Telugu
movie 'Ante

Sundaraniki' is 'Natural
Star' Nani's second the-
atrical release in the post-
pandemic scenario. Nani
feels that a lighthearted
rom-com like 'Ante
Sundaraniki' will be wel-
comed by theatre audi-
ences.

"A film like this is much
needed at this point of
time after watching back-
to-back huge action
movies and after the pan-
demic, people need some
relief, a breather which is
just lighthearted, which
will put a smile on you
throughout the film and
you walk out with a nice
feeling. I mean that's the
kind of film we're all look-
ing for now. Im super
happy that it's coming out
now," Nani said. In the
movie, Nani is a young
Brahmin named Sundar
whose dream is to visit the
USA at least once in his
life. Nazriya Nazim who
played his love interest as
Leela aims to become a
popular photographer.
The two different worlds
of Sundar and Leela, their
love story and the fun in
the journey together is de-
picted interestingly in
'Ante Sundaraniki'.

While in the past there
have been protests by
Brahmin organisations
over caricaturing and deni-
grating the community in
some Telugu films, Nani

who portrays the travails of
a Brahmin youth in love
with a Christian girl is con-
fident that his movie will
not annoy the community.
"Not at all. Because we did-
n't exaggerate or mock any-
one. Or it's not a loud kind
of comedy. It's a very realis-
tic approach. And we're not
discussing the religion.
We're discussing people
here. So I'm not worried
about it at all," he said.

Nani confident that
‘Ante Sundaraniki’ will
not annoy Brahmins
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New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Regular skipper Rohit
Sharma and KL Rahul are
quite few notches above
him in terms of sheer qual-
ity and Ishan Kishan
knows only too well that he
can't just ask the "world
class" batters to "drop
themselves" from playing
XI in order to accommo-
date him.

The Indian team man-
agement looks at Kishan as
a specialist opener, know-
ing that he isn't the one
blessed with a power game
to negotiate the variations
during back-end of T20I
games. After his 48-ball-76
in a losing cause against
South Africa, which was
blazing most of the times
and scratchy in some parts,
Kishan pledged to control
the controllables.

"They (Rohit Sharma
and KL Rahul) are world-
class players and I won't
ask for my spot when they
are there in the team. They
have scored so many runs

for our country, I cannot
ask them to drop them-
selves and make me play in
the first place," Kishan said
at the post-match press
conference.

"My job here is to give
my best in the practice ses-
sion. Whenever I get my
opportunity, I have to
prove myself or do well for
the team. I focus more on
that on what I have to do,"

Kishan added.
For him, it is all about

performing whenever he
gets an opportunity and
allow the coaches and se-
lectors to do their job.

"I have to keep doing my
thing, it's up to the selec-
tors and the coaches what-
ever they think, but my job
is to give my best whenev-
er I get my chance," he
added.

Can’t ask Rohit and Rahul to
drop themselves for me: Ishan 

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: Players of the Indian and South African cricket
teams reached Odisha on Friday amid tight security ahead of their
T20I game at the Barabati Stadium in Cuttack on June 12.
The two teams landed at the Biju Patnaik International Airport
(BPIA) in Bhubaneswar around 2 pm as hundreds of cricket enthu-
siasts gathered to welcome them. Fans gathered in large numbers
at the airport, outside their hotel and on both sides of the road
between the two places for one glimpse of the cricketing stars.
The players were welcomed at the airport by members of the
Odisha Cricket Association (OCA). They were taken to the hotel in
special buses amid tight security. Ahead of the Sunday's match,
Director-General (DG) of Odisha Police SK Bansal along with sen-
ior officers of the police and the district administration took stock
of the arrangements at the Barabati Stadium.

India, SA teams reach Odisha as
Cuttack gears up for Sunday’s T20I

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Veteran Indian boxer
MC Mary Kom was on
Friday forced to withdraw
midway through her
Commonwealth Games
48kg trial after sustaining
a leg injury.

The six-time world
champion injured herself
in the first round of the
48kg semifinals.

Haryana's Nitu thus ad-
vanced to the finals of the
CWG trials at the Indira
Gandhi International
Stadium here.

The 2018 gold medallist,
Mary, fell down in the first
round of the bout. The 39-
year-old tried to keep
going but after a couple of

punches struggled to keep
balance as she clutched

her left leg.
She had to be carried

out of the ring with refer-
ee announcing a win for
Nitu by Referee Stops the
Contest (RSCI). She has
been taken to the hospital
for scans.

The most decorated
Indian boxer had given the
World Championships and
Asian Games a miss to
concentrate on the CWG,
which is to be held in
Birmingham next month.

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Buoyed by the success in
his maiden Diamond
League appearance in
Morocco, where he
smashed the national
record in men's 3000m stee-
plechase yet again, Avinash
Sable is now aiming for a
sub-eight minute time.

"When I first started com-
peting in steeplechase way
back in 2018, I regularly
used to clock somewhere
around 8.29-30. I never
thought I would reach a
stage where I could rise to
the margin of 8.12 at any
point.

"That said, I think a sub-
eight minute mark is defi-
nitely possible, and, Indians
are no less capable than
their foreign counterparts,"
Sable said during a virtual
interaction on Friday.

The 27-year-old Sable
clocked 8.12.48 at the recent-
ly-concluded Diamond
League in Rabat, bettering
his own national record by
over three seconds.

Sable, in fact, pipped 2020
Tokyo Olympic Games
Bronze medallist, Benjamin

Kigen, and finished fifth.
The Maharastra-born ath-
lete stated that the feat will
allow him to prepare better
for the upcoming World
Championships event and
the Commonwealth Games.

"It was my maiden ap-
pearance at the Diamond
League and to me it's akin
to performing at the
Olympic Games or the
World Championships
final. This will allow me to
have a better preparation
leading up to the World
Championships and also at
the Commonwealth Games
in Birmingham."

Sable also said that the
Diamond League participa-
tion has been a huge learn-
ing curve for him and men-
tioned that competing in
world-class events would
allow him to further hone
his skills by competing
with top athletes.

"It has truly been an
amazing experience for me.
Competing in world-class
events like the Diamond
League made me under-
stood the overall quality of
the event and also the level
of competitiveness it

brings." "In India, when I
compete in steeplechase
events, I usually run alone
in field. However, in events
like this, one gets to know
new strategies from the
other top athletes while
competing with them,"
Sable said from Colorado
Springs in the US.

Having only taken up
running as a sport in 2015,
Sable remarked that his
stint at the Indian Army
had provided him a much-
needed fillip.

"A nine-month stint at
the Indian Army has been
the most important thing in
my life as an athlete. The
rigorous training schedules
not only moulded me as a
better athlete but also in-
stilled in me a never-say-die
attitude and taught me
never to give up under any
circumstances," Sable stat-
ed.

Sable, who broke the na-
tional record for the eighth
time in men's 3000m stee-
plechase, heaped praise on
his current coach Scott
Simmons for helping him
reach the next level as an
athlete.

Steeplechase runner Sable now
aiming for sub-eight minute mark

Mary Kom withdraws from CWG
trials after sustaining leg injury

Boxer Mary Kom after 
getting injured during her
match at the Elite Women
CWG Trials 2022, at Indira
Gandhi stadium, in New

Delhi, Friday.

Mumbai, Jun 10 (PTI) 

Former Australian skip-
per Ricky Ponting believes
that Rishabh Pant will be
"exceptionally dangerous"
on "fast and bouncy"
Australian wickets during
the upcoming T20 World
Cup, where he could be
best utilised as a floater as
per match situation.

Ponting has worked
closely with Pant at Delhi
Capitals and rates the
Indian keeper-batter very
highly.

"He (Pant) is a wonder-
ful player. An outstanding
young man, who has got
the world at his feet. And
he'll be exceptionally dan-
gerous for India, especial-

ly on the wickets we'll pro-
vide in Australia . good
flat, fast, bouncy wickets.
He'll be one of the players
to watch out (for) in the
tournament (World T20)
for sure, Ponting said on
'ICC Review'. For Ponting,

Pant's batting position
should be flexible as per
Indian team's require-
ments. "I reckon having
him as a floater. I'll proba-
bly have him listed at
(number) five in the
(Indian) batting line-up.

Pant should be used as floater
during T20 World Cup: Ponting

Panchkula, Jun 10 (PTI): 

For India to become a
"world force" in hockey
again, the players need to
focus more on aerial
skills, a vital component
of modern-day game, and
avoid coming close to de-
fenders in 'rival D', former
national team High-
Performance Director
David John advised on
Friday.

Eight-time Olympic
gold medal-winners in
men's hockey, India have
battled a heartbreaking
slump in the last four
decades but restored the
pride to some extent by
claiming a bronze at
Tokyo Games.

While the men's team
won a medal after a 41-
year long gap, the women's
team finishing fourth, its

best-ever display, at the
Olympics. "Don't try to
dribble past your oppo-
nents. Modern hockey is
all about 3D and aerial
skills. Fortunately, these
youngsters have all im-
bibed these skills," John
said on the sidelines of a
Khelo India Youth Games
match here.

"Our players are quick
and adept at attacking but
they lose the ball in the
rival D as they run too
close to the defenders.
Worse, that allows the
other side to counter-at-
tack with devastating ef-
fect," he added. The
Australian is optimistic of
Indian hockey team doing
well at the 2024 and 2028
Olympic Games as the
players will have played a
good number of interna-
tional games together.

Kolkata, Jun 10 (PTI): 

The inspirational Sunil
Chhetri would look to con-
tinue from where he left
against Cambodia as India
face Afghanistan in their
second match of the Asian
Cup Qualifiers here on
Saturday.

On an evening of
missed opportunities, the
37-year-old veteran struck
a goal in each half to give
Igor Stimac's side all three
points, ensuring the group
hosts keep ahead of Hong
Kong on goal difference
after Jorn Andersen's
team won 2-1 over
Afghanistan in the first
match on Wednesday.

Seeking to make a sec-
ond successive Asian Cup
Finals, the Chhetri-led
India would look to bring
out their best, especially
up front with the likes of
Liston Colaco, Manvir
Singh, Udanta Singh,

Ashique Kuruniyan and
Roshan Singh hoping to
improving their finishing
abilities. All of them got
ample opportunities but
failed to make an impact
as far as scoring was con-

cerned and it was once
again left to the veteran to
settle the nerves with his
brace that took his inter-
national tally to 82 goals,
behind Cristiano Ronaldo
(117) and Lionel Messi (86).

"I'm tired of answering
this question," Stimac said
when asked about life after
Chhetri.

"When he's (Sunil) with
us, I don't care if others
are not scoring. If he's not
here, then others will start
scoring. Why look for
someone else when he's
scoring two goals every
day?" he asked.

From Afghan's point of
view it will be a do-or-die
match and the physically
stronger team would look
to make it count against
the Indian backline of
Roshan Singh, Sandesh
Jhingan, Anwar Ali and
Akash Mishra, who im-
pressed the most in their
outing against Cambodia.

In such a scenario, the
onus would be on the at-
tacking line-up to "kill the
contest" by scoring early
goals, something that
buried Afghanistan
against Hong Kong.

Chennai, Jun 10 (PTI) 

The National Anti-
Doping Agency (NADA)
will collect samples from all
medal winners at the ongo-
ing National Inter-State
Senior Athletics
Championships and will
not take random samples
for testing.

There are 43 medal
events in the champi-
onships but there might be
athletes who win more than
one medal.

"We will take samples of
gold, silver and bronze win-
ners in each event, both
men and women. We are
not collecting random sam-
ples," a member of the dope

testing team told PTI. A
NADA dope testing team
from Bengaluru arrived on
Thursday, a day before the
start of the event, which
will serve as a selection
trial for the July 28 to Aug 8
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham.

Last month,
Maharashtra quarter-miler
Aishwarya Mishra evaded
dope testing agencies as she
"disappeared" after win-
ning gold in the Federation
Cup in April with the third
fastest Indian time (51.18
seconds) ever. She, however,
false-started in the women's
400m heats in the morning
session on Friday and was
disqualified.

NADA to collect dope samples
from all medals winners at 

athletics Nationals

Jakarta, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Rising Indian badminton
star Lakshya Sen went
down fighting against his
higher-seeded Chinese
Taipei rival Chou Tien
Chen in the quarter-finals
of the Indonesia Masters
Super 500 tournament here
on Friday.

The World
Championships bronze
medallist bounced back
from behind to level the sec-
ond game but the third-seed
from Chinese Taipei was
superior in the decider with
a 21-16 12-21 21-14 scoreline
in his favour after an in-
triguing battle that lasted
more than an hour. This
was Sen's second straight
defeat against Chou in less

than a month. Sen lost to
his Chinese Taipei rival 19-
21 21-13 17-21 during the
group stage of the Thomas
Cup, before turning it
around to script a historic
triumph. The 2018 Asian
Games silver medallist,
who had defeated the
Indian in the group stage of

the Thomas Cup in their
only previous meeting, put
up a power-packed show in
the decider and mounted
early pressure on the 20-
year-old. The world No. 4
from Chinese Taipei an-
nexed three points in a row
to build a six-point lead
midway into the decider.

Chhetri in focus again as India face Afghanistan

Indian national soccer team coach Igor Stimac with team goal-
keeper Gurpreet Singh (L) Sandhu (R) poses for the media, prior
their match against Afghanistan during AFC Asian cup 2023
Qualifiers final round, at VYBK Stadium in Kolkata.

David John to Indian players

‘Sharpen your aerial skills to
become force in hockey again’

Indonesia Masters: Sen’s
challenge ends in quarters

Stavanger , Jun 10 (PTI): 

Indian maestro
Viswanathan Anand's cam-
paign at the Norway Chess
tournament suffered a set-
back after losing to
Azerbaijan's Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov in the ninth
round even as Norwegian
star Magnus Carlsen shot
into sole lead with a win
over Frenchman Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave.

Anand showed impres-
sive form with a victory
over Carlsen to lead the
standings after the fifth
round but was outgunned
by Mamedyarov in 22
moves in the Classical
match in a Petroff
Millenium Attack game
late on Thursday.

As the tournament re-
sumed after Wednesday's
rest day, the 37-year old
Azerbaijan player capi-
talised on an error from

the Indian veteran to pick
up three full points.

Anand, who was in sec-
ond spot behind world No.1
Carlsen after seven rounds,
slipped to third with 13
points at the conclusion of
the eighth and penultimate
round. Carlsen meanwhile,
defeated Vachier-Lagrave
via the Armageddon after
the regular classical game
ended in a marathon 79-
move draw. The sudden
death tie-break too was a
long one with the
Norwegian superstar re-
quiring 54 moves to subdue
his opponent.

Norway Chess: Anand loses to
Mamedyarov; Carlsen surges ahead

Madrid, Jun 10 (AP): 

Portugal and Spain
picked up victories in the
Nations League to set up a
battle between the Iberian
neighbors for a spot in the
Final Four.

Portugal took sole pos-
session of the lead in
Group 2 of the top-tier
League A by defeating the
Czech Republic 2-0, while
Spain earned a first win
and moved into second
place by edging past strug-
gling Switzerland 1-0 in
Geneva.

Portugal, the inaugural
champion in 2019, is two
points ahead of Spain and
three in front of the
Czechs after three match-
es. Only the group win-
ners make it to the Final
Four, while the last-placed
teams will be relegated.

It's still wide open,
Portugal coach Fernando

Santos said. It was the sec-
ond consecutive win for

Cristiano Ronaldo's
Portugal after it had
opened with a draw
against Spain, last year's
runner-up to France.

The Spaniards ended
their winless run with the
victory over last-place
Switzerland, which has
lost all its matches. The
Swiss hadn't been beaten
at home in eight years in a
run of 23 matches.

Professional soccer is
about results, Spain coach
Luis Enrique said.

We were able to impose
our style.

Portugal opened the
scoring with Jo o
Cancelo's low shot from a
narrow angle in the 33rd
minute, and Gon alo
Guedes added to the lead
five minutes later from in-
side the area after an as-
sist by Bernardo Silva.

Portugal, Spain win to set up Nations League Final 4 battle

Switzerlands midfielder Steven Zuber, left, fights for the ball with
Spains goalkeeper Unai Simon, right, during the UEFA Nations
League soccer match between Switzerland and Spain at the Stade
de Geneve stadium, in Geneva.

London, Jun 10 (AP): 

Liverpool forward
Mohamed Salah was voted as
men's player of the year by
his fellow professionals in
England for the second time,
while Chelsea striker Sam
Kerr won the women's
award. Salah became only
the seventh man to win the
Professional Footballers'
Association award more
than once after a season in
which he scored 23 goals in
the Premier League tied for
first with Tottenham's Son
Heung-min and had a league-
leading 14 assists.

"I have my room with tro-
phies in a cabinet, Salah said,
and I made sure that I had an-
other space for one more. I al-
ways keep space and just try
to imagine that the trophies
are going to come.

Salah, Kerr voted
players of the year
in English soccer

New Delhi, June 10 (PTI): 

The Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) is launching a
'Learning from
Practitioners' programme
where affiliated school
teachers and educators
can apply to share about
their work in addressing
key challenges and prob-
lems of practice in educa-
tion and schooling, accord-
ing to officials.

The board will select
and support the best inno-
vations through a grant as
well as a network of men-
torship which will help in
documenting and scaling
the programme, they said,

adding, preference will be
given to proposals that are
directly in alignment with
the new National
Education Policy (NEP),
2020. "On-the-ground expe-
riences, professional prac-
tice, and rigorous action
research in classrooms
and schools have the po-
tential to be translated
into evidence-based theo-
ries, policies, and systemic
reforms that inform and
guide the overall educa-
tion ecosystem. It is im-
portant to learn from
micro experiments and de-
velop avenues of finding
and adopting new solu-
tions to systemic chal-
lenges," a senior board of-

ficial said. "Therefore,
CBSE is initiating a
'Learning from
Practitioners' Program
where affiliated school
teachers and educators
can apply to share about
their work. Applicants will
be expected to have pilot-
ed, tested, researched
upon key challenges and
problems of practice in ed-
ucation and schooling.
CBSE will select and sup-
port the best innovations
through a grant as well as
a network of mentorship, "
the official added. The se-
lected applicants will be
given a fixed grant of Rs
25,000 in three instalments
over a period of one year.

The grant can be utilised
towards generating and
documenting evidence
and scaling the program.
The amount will be dis-
bursed into the applicant's
bank account, online.

"After the first round,
the shortlisted applicants
will submit another
round of artifacts includ-
ing feedback from the
school ecosystem and the
community. The applica-
tions will go through a
round of vetting where
the proposed selection
may interact with the ap-
plicant virtually.

"Proposals that address
the subject level, grade
and learning stage,

school and governance
level, community, teacher
training can be submit-
ted. Preference will be
given to proposals that
are directly in alignment
with the NEP," the official
added.

Policeman shoots self
after killing woman

Kolkata, Jun 10 (PTI): 

A policeman allegedly
fired several rounds near
the Bangladesh Deputy
High Commission in cen-
tral Kolkata's busy Park
Circus area on Friday after-
noon, killing a woman and
injuring two people before
shooting himself dead, po-
lice said.

The incident happened
around 2.30 pm a few hun-
dred metres away from the
Seven-Point Crossing
where thousands of people
had gathered to protest
against the inflammatory
remarks made by suspend-
ed BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma.

The woman, identified as
Rima Singha of Dasnagar
in Howrah, was passing by,
riding pillion on a bike taxi

when she was hit by a bul-
let as the on-duty police-
man kept firing from his
Self-Loading Rifle (SLR),

triggering chaos in the con-
gested area, police said.

She died on the spot,
while the policeman after

firing a few rounds more
shot himself in the head,
they added. The gunman,
constable Chodhup Lepcha
of the Fifth Battalion of
Kolkata Armed Police,
fired at least 15-20 rounds, a
senior police officer said.

"He was on duty outside
the Bangladesh Deputy
High Commission.
Suddenly, he started firing
indiscriminately and
walked along Lower Range
to AJC Bose Road-
Beckbagan crossing," the
officer said.

Lepcha specifically tar-
getted the woman as the
two-wheeler was passing
by, he said. Two by-standers
were also injured in the fir-
ing. They were admitted to
the Chittaranjan National
Medical College and
Hospital, he said.

Earthen pitchers and hand fans donated by devotees on the occasion of Nirjala Ekadashi, at Lord Jagannath temple,
in Ahmedabad, Friday.

NIRJALA EKADASHI

CBSE calls its teachers, educators to share their best
work in addressing challenges in schooling

Govt issues new guidelines to prevent misleading ads

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

The government on
Friday came out with
new guidelines to prevent
misleading advertise-
ments, including those
targeting children and
making free claims to
woo consumers. The
guidelines also specify
due diligence to be car-
ried out while endorsing
in advertisements.

The new guidelines no-
tified by the Consumer
Affairs Ministry -- that
have come into force with
immediate effect -- also
prohibit surrogate adver-
tisements and have
brought transparency in
disclaimers in ads.

Announcing the guide-
lines, Consumer Affairs
Secretary Rohit Kumar
Singh said:
"Advertisements have
great interest for con-
sumers. Under the CCPA
Act, there are provisions
to handle misleading ad-
vertisements affecting
consumers rights.

"But to make it more
explicit, clear and aware
to the industry, the gov-
ernment has come out
with guidelines for fair
advertising with effect
from today," he said. The
guidelines will be appli-
cable to advertisements
published on all plat-
forms like print, televi-
sion and online.

Action against viola-
tion of the new guide-
lines will be taken as per
the provisions of the

Central Consumer
Protection Act (CCPA).
Stating that these guide-
lines will not bring
change overnight, the
Secretary said, however,
it gives a framework for
the industry stakeholders
to prevent misleading ads
even by mistake and will
also empower consumers
and consumer organisa-
tions to file complaints
against misleading ads.

The Secretary also
mentioned that these
guidelines will apply to
government advertise-
ments as well. The adver-
tising guidelines for self-
regulation issued by the
Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI)
will also be in place in a
parallel manner.

Elaborating on the
guidelines, CCPA Chief

Commissioner and
Additional Secretary in
the Consumer Affairs
Ministry Nidhi Khare
said: "CCPA has taken
action against mislead-
ing ads during the pan-
demic. We felt that there
was a need to have
guidelines, so that stake-
holders are aware of
them and do not violate
without knowledge."

The new guidelines
clearly define what 'mis-
leading advertisement'
means and provide vari-
ous criteria for an adver-
tisement to be considered
valid and non-mislead-
ing, she said. It also pro-
vides clarity on 'bait' ad-
vertisements, and 'free
claims' advertisements,
while prohibits 'surro-
gate' advertisements or
indirect advertisements.

Will take strict legal action against 
use of children in ‘violent protests’ 

over Prophet remarks: NCPCR
New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Amid protests over
controversial remarks
made by two now-sus-
pended BJP leaders
against Prophet
Mohammad, the apex
child rights body NCPCR
alleged on Friday that
children were used in
many of these "violent
demonstrations" and
that it would take strict
legal action in the mat-
ter.

Protests erupted in
several parts of the
country, including out-
side Delhi's Jama
Masjid, with hundreds of
people demanding the
arrest of Nupur Sharma
and Naveen Jindal over
their controversial re-
marks against Prophet
Mohammad.

National Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) chief

Priyank Kanoongo has
claimed that children
were used in many of
these "violent demon-
strations".

"Instances of use of
children in violent
demonstrations have
come to notice again
today. Strict legal action
will be taken and not a
single extremist
('charampanthi') will be
spared," Kanoongo said
in a tweet in Hindi.

Earlier, Kanoongo had
asked the Uttar Pradesh
Police to probe if chil-
dren were engaged by
"anti-social" elements in
the recent communal vi-
olence in Kanpur.

The communal vio-
lence in parts of Kanpur
during protests against
the remarks on Prophet
Mohammad last week
left at least 40 people, in-
cluding 20 police person-
nel, injured.

US lifts COVID-19 test requirement
for international travel

Washington, Jun 10 (AP): 

The Biden administra-
tion is lifting its require-
ment that international
air travellers to the US
take a COVID-19 test with-
in a day before boarding
their flights, easing one of
the last remaining govern-
ment mandates meant to
contain the spread of the
coronavirus. A senior ad-
ministration official said
the mandate expires on
Sunday at 12.01 am (local
time), saying the Centres
for Disease Control and
Prevention has deter-
mined that it's no longer
necessary.

The official, speaking on
Friday on the condition of
anonymity to preview the
formal announcement,
said that the agency would
reevaluate the need for the
testing requirement every
90 days and that it could be
reinstated if a troubling
new variant emerges.

The Biden administra-
tion put in place the testing
requirement last year, as it

moved away from restric-
tions that banned
nonessential travel from
several dozen countries
most of Europe, China,
Brazil, South Africa, India
and Iran and instead focus-
es on classifying individu-
als by the risk they pose to
others. It came in conjunc-
tion with a requirement
that foreign, non-immi-
grant adults traveling to
the United States need to
be fully vaccinated, with
only limited exceptions.

The initial mandate al-
lowed those who were
fully vaccinated to show
proof of a negative test
within three days of trav-
el, while unvaccinated
people had to present a test
taken within one day of
travel. In November, as the
highly transmissible omi-
cron variant swept the
world, the Biden adminis-
tration toughened the re-
quirement and required
all travellers, regardless of
vaccination status, to test
within a day of travel to
the US.

Delhi HC grants interim bail 
of 3 weeks to man to take care 

of pregnant live-in partner
New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
has granted interim bail
of three weeks to a man
who was arrested in a
cheating case to take
care of his pregnant
live-in partner, also a co-
accused in the case.

Justice Poonam A
Bamba granted relief to
the applicant on a per-
sonal bond of Rs 30,000
with one surety of the
like amount, consider-
ing that except for her
elderly grandparents,
there was no one to take
care of the co-accused
who was about to deliv-
er at any time .

In view of the above
facts and circumstances
and considering that
presently, except for her

grandparents, who are
in their nineties, there
is no one to take care of
the co-accused/live-in
partner of the appli-
cant/accused, the appli-
cant/accused is admit-
ted to interim bail for a
period of three weeks
from the date of his re-
lease, subject to his fur-
nishing of personal
bond in the sum of
Rs.30,000/-, with one
surety of the like
amount, to the satisfac-
tion of the Ld. Trial
Court, said the court in
an order dated June 3.

The FIR against the
applicant and his preg-
nant partner was regis-
tered for the commis-
sion of several offences
under the Indian Penal
Code, including sections

419 (cheating for person-
ation), 420 (cheating and
dishonestly inducing
delivery of property),
468 (forgery for cheat-
ing), etc, for possessing
fake and forged IDs of
intelligence agencies
RAW and IB.

The applicant sought
interim bail for eight
weeks on the ground
that he was in a live-in
relationship with the co-
accused who was in the
advanced stage of preg-
nancy and her 95-year-
old grandparents, who
came from Assam,
would be unable to take
care of her in case of
any complication.

The applicant stated
that he was the only per-
son who can provide
care at this stage and as-

sured that he would not
in any manner interfere
with the trial and would
abide by any condition.
The court was informed
that the charge sheet
has already been filed
and the case was now
fixed for prosecution ev-
idence.

While releasing the
applicant, the court di-
rected him to not tamp-
er with evidence and in-
fluence witnesses in any
manner and to regular-
ly appear before the
court concerned on the
dates fixed.

It also directed the ap-
plicant to provide his
mobile number to the
investigating agency
and keep his mobile
switched on/location on
mode all the time.

p Bans surrogate
advertisements
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Police personnel at the site after a policeman allegedly
fired several rounds outside the Bangladesh Deputy High
Commission, in Kolkata, Friday.



Moosewala case
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The Delhi
Police has identified six
shooters allegedly
involved in the murder of
popular Punjabi singer
Sidhu Moosewala, a sen-
ior police officer said on
Friday. H S Dhaliwal,
Special Commissioner of
Police, Special Cell, told
media that the singer's
death was an organised
and brazen killing. During
the media briefing, he
said the police had issued
eight pictures of the sus-
pects and six of the shoot-
ers were identified. Out of
them, the role of four in
the murder, which took
place in Punjab's Mansa
last month, has been
established. 

Pygmy hogs
GGuuwwaahhaattii:: Ten captive-
bred pygmy hogs, the
world's smallest and
rarest wild pigs, have
been released in Manas
National Park of Assam.
Found only in tall dense
alluvial grasslands,
pygmy hogs are incredi-
bly shy. This is the third
instance that pygmy hogs
have successfully been
introduced in the National
Park, a release issued by
biodiversity conservation
group 'Aarayank', a key
partner of the pro-
gramme, said on Friday.

Plastic ban 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Domestic
traders body CAIT on
Friday urged the govern-
ment for postponing the
ban on single use plastic on
account of absence of
alternatives. The ban on
single use plastic will be
enforced from July 1. "It is
a pragmatic step and much
needed to protect the envi-
ronment but in the absence
of equivalent alternatives,
it could prove to be a night-
mare for trade and com-
merce in India ... (But) suf-
ficient preparations have
not been done to provide
an equivalent alternative to
single use plastic,"
Confederation of All India
Traders (CAIT) said.

Elephant attack
BBiillaassppuurr:: A 47-year-old
man was killed and anoth-
er injured in an elephant
attack in Chhattisgarh's
Gaurela-Pendra-Marwahi
(GPM) district on Friday,
a forest official said. With
this, three people have
been killed in attacks by
jumbos in the district bor-
dering Madhya Pradesh in
the last three months. 

Poachers held
BBaarriippaaddaa:: Four people were
arrested by the personnel of
the Similipal Tiger Reserve
in Odisha's Mayurbhanj dis-
trict for allegedly killing a
barking deer, police said on
Friday. Twelve kg of meat of
the wild animal and three
countrymade guns were
seized from them on
Thursday night, Assistant
Conservator of Forest
Pradeep Dey said.
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Mumbai/Chandigarh, Jun 10: 

The counting of votes for
the Rajya Sabha elections
was delayed on Friday in
Maharashtra and Haryana
over alleged violation of
rules, officials said.

The counting was held
up in Maharashtra after op-
position BJP alleged three
MLAs of the ruling Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA)--
Cabinet ministers Jitendra
Awhad (NCP) and
Yashomati Thakur
(Congress), besides Shiv
Sena legislator Suhas
Kande violated the model
code for voting.

"We have filed an appeal
before the Election
Commission of India, seek-
ing that their votes be held
invalid," said a state BJP
leader.

The BJP has alleged that
Awhad and Thakur handed
over their ballots to their
party agents instead of
only showing them the bal-

lots, while Kande showed
his ballot to two different
agents. The counting has
been put on hold in
Haryana for identical rea-
sons. The BJP and the

Independent candidate
backed by it have urged the
Election Commission to
cancel the votes of two
Congress MLAs. BJP nomi-
nee Krishan Lal Panwar
and Independent candidate
Kartikeya Sharma shot off
a missive to the EC, alleg-
ing Congress MLAs Kiran
Choudhary and B B Batra
showed their ballot papers
to unauthorised persons
after marking them and

that the episodes were
"duly captured" on cam-
eras. The counting has
been put on hold in view of
the complaint made to the
Election Commission,
sources said in
Chandigarh, adding fur-
ther action will depend on
the directions given by the
poll panel. "Permission is
needed from the Election
Commission for the count-
ing. Officials have sent an

email to the ECI seeking
the permission. It should
be granted in some time,"
said Shiv Sena minister
Eknath Shinde in Mumbai.

The Congress has, mean-
while, approached the
Election Commission in
New Delhi accusing the
BJP of trying to defeat the
process of free and fair
election to the Rajya Sabha
in Haryana and demanded
immediate declaration of
results.

A delegation of Congress
leaders comprising Pawan
Kumar Bansal, Vivek
Tankha and Ranjeet
Ranjan met the Election
Commission and handed
over a memorandum by
Ajay Maken, its candidate.

Maken urged Chief
Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar to order decla-
ration of the results with-
out delay after rejecting the
"frivolous" objection by the
BJP over alleged violation
of the secrecy of the ballot.

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Massive protests erupted
in Delhi, Kolkata,
Hyderabad, Kolkata and
cities in Uttar Pradesh on
Friday over remarks by
suspended Bharatiya
Janata Party spokesperson
Nupur Sharma for her con-
troversial remarks on
Prophet Mohammad.

A large crowd of people
gathered on the steps of the
Jama Masjid in New Delhi
after Friday prayers, carry-
ing placards and shouting
slogans against Sharma
and Naveen Jindal, former
head of the Delhi BJP's
media unit.

There was heavy securi-
ty deployment to manage
the situation and avoid any

untoward incident.
According to senior po-

lice officials, the protest
was held peacefully on the
stairs near gate number

one of the mosque, and it
lasted for around 15 to 20
minutes. The protesters
were dispersed from the
area later. "The protest was

held near the gate number
one of Jama Masjid. We de-
manded the arrested of
Nupur Sharma for her re-
mark on Prophet
Mohammad. It was a peace-
ful protest, and people left
the area after a while," said
Akram Qureshi, a resident
of the area.

Protests broke out at sev-
eral places in Uttar
Pradesh state after the
Friday prayers over now-
suspended BJP leader
Nupur Sharma's controver-
sial remark on Prophet
Mohammad recently.

A senior official at the
Uttar Pradesh Police head-
quarters in Lucknow said
sloganeering took place in
Saharanpur, Moradabad,
Rampur and Lucknow.

Navsari (Guj), Jun 10 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
attacked the Congress,
saying that those who
were in power in the coun-
try for a long time post-
Independence, never gave
priority to the develop-
ment of tribal areas as it
required hard work.

Addressing the Gujarat
Gaurav Abhiyan rally in
Khudvel village located in
tribal-dominated Navsari
district of the state, Modi
said he does not launch de-
velopment works to get
votes or to win elections,
but he does so with the in-

tention of improving the
lives of people.

Assembly polls in
Gujarat, Modi's home
state, are scheduled by the
end this year, where the
ruling BJP seeks to retain
power. "Those who ruled
the country for a long time
after Independence, never
gave priority to the devel-
opment of tribal areas.
They never undertook de-
velopment works in the
areas where it was re-
quired the most, because it
needed hard work. There
were no proper roads in
tribal areas in the past,"
Modi said without naming
any party.

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

The government is like-
ly to invite preliminary
bids for privatising IDBI
Bank by July-end, an offi-
cial said.

The Department of
Investment and Public
Asset Management
(DIPAM) is currently hold-
ing roadshows in the US
for the sale. After a few
more such investor meets,
it will finalise the contours
of the sale, the official
added. "We may need one
more round of discussion
with RBI on IDBI strategic
sale. The expression of in-
terest (EoI) may be invited
by July-end," the official
said. The government
holds 45.48 per cent stake
in the bank, while LIC
owns 49.24 per cent.

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Experts said people low-
ering their guard and va-
cation period are the main
reasons behind the recent
increase in coronavirus
cases in the national capi-
tal.

Delhi logged 622 fresh
COVID-19 cases and two
deaths on Thursday, while
the positivity rate rose to
3.17 per cent, according to
data shared by the city
health department.

On June 1, the city had
reported 368 cases with a
positivity rate of 1.74 per
cent. Within a span of 10
days, cases have crossed
the 500-mark in terms of

single-day infections. On
Wednesday, the national
capital had seen 564 infec-
tions in a single day, high-
est since May 15 when 613

cases were reported. B L
Sherwal, medical superin-
tendent, RML Hospital
said there is a need to keep
a vigil, but one should not
panic. "Everybody has low-
ered the guard so such
spikes (of cases) will hap-
pen. Patients are recover-
ing in three to four days,
and are having fever, body
ache or loose motions. The
good thing is that there is
no lung involvement and
requirement of oxygen," he
said. The senior doctor
added that only those who
are very sick and advised
by doctors are getting ad-
mitted to hospitals. S K
Arora, medical director,
Sanjay Gandhi Memorial

Hospital attributed the in-
crease in incidences of
coronavirus infection to
the vacation season.

"This has become a com-
mon mild infection and
such spurts will happen.
Also, it is the vacation sea-
son and people are travel-
ling from one state to an-
other, and there will be
such instances reported.
But the only thing is that
the infections are mild," he
added. As of Thursday, 85 of
9,630 hospital beds were oc-
cupied. According to Delhi
Corona mobile application,
the number of hospital
beds stood at 85 even on
Friday, while 28 out of 2,218
ICU beds are occupied.

Washington, Jun 10 (PTI):

India on Friday re-
mained on the US treasury
department's currency
Monitoring List of major
trading partners as
Washington placed India
along with 11 other major
economies that merit close
attention to their currency
practices and macroeco-
nomic policies.

The countries are China,
Japan, South Korea,
Germany, Italy, India,
Malaysia, Singapore,
Thailand, Taiwan,
Vietnam and Mexico, said
the US Department of
Treasury in its semi-annu-
al Report to Congress on
Macroeconomic and

Foreign Exchange Policies
of Major Trading Partners
of the United States.

All except Taiwan and
Vietnam (which were sub-
ject to enhanced engage-
ment) were on the
Monitoring List in the
December 2021 Report, a
media release said.

The Administration con-
tinues to strongly advocate
for our major trading part-
ners to carefully calibrate
policy tools to support a
strong and sustainable
global recovery. An uneven
global recovery is not a re-
silient recovery. It intensi-
fies inequality, exacerbates
global imbalances and
heightens risks to the glob-
al economy," said

Secretary of the Treasury
Janet L Yellen.

Explaining its decision
to keep India on the list,
the Treasury said that
India met two of the three
criteria in the December
2021 and the April 2021
Reports, having a signifi-
cant bilateral trade sur-
plus with the US and en-
gaged in persistent, one-
sided intervention over the
reporting period.

India met only the signif-
icant bilateral trade sur-
plus threshold in this
Report, the Treasury said,
adding that India will re-
main on the Monitoring
List until it meets fewer
than two criteria for two
consecutive Reports.

Lucknow, Jun 10 (PTI): 

The Lucknow bench of
the Allahabad High Court
on Friday declined to enter-
tain a PIL seeking the estab-
lishment of a committee
headed by a retired or sit-
ting judge of the Supreme
Court or a high court to as-
certain the truth about a
structure recently found in
the Gyanvapi mosque com-
plex in Varanasi.

After hearing the public
interest litigation (PIL) at
length, a vacation bench of
Justices Rajesh Singh
Chauhan and Subhash
Vidyarthi dismissed the
plea and said it would issue
a detailed order later.

It was claimed by the

Hindu side that a Shivling
was found during a videog-
raphy survey of the
Gyanvapi mosque-Shringar
Gauri complex last month.

The claim was disputed
by the mosque committee
members who said it was
part of the water fountain
mechanism in the wa-
zookhana reservoir, used by
devotees to perform ritual
ablutions before offering
namaz.

The PIL was filed by
Sudhir Singh, Ravi Mishra,
Mahant Balak Das,
Shivendra Pratap Singh,
Markendey Tiwari, Rajiv
Rai and Atul Kumar, claim-
ing themselves to be devo-
tees of Lord Shiva.

The petitioners have

made the central govern-
ment, the Uttar Pradesh
government and the
Archeological Survey of
India (ASI) as opposite par-
ties in the matter.

Appearing for the Uttar
Pradesh government, Chief
Standing Counsel (in-
charge) Abhinav Narayan
Trivedi vehemently op-
posed the PIL arguing that
it was not maintainable
here as Varanasi falls in the
territorial jurisdiction of
the Allahabad High Court
instead of the Lucknow
bench.

He also stressed that
since the Supreme Court is
already seized of the mat-
ter, the same plea cannot be
presented here.

Massive protests in multiple cities
over Prophet remarks

People from the Muslim community with police personnel during
a protest over controversial remarks made by two now-suspended
BJP leaders about Prophet Mohammad, in Prayagraj, Friday.

‘Govt to invite preliminary

bids for IDBI Bank 

privatisation next month’

HC rejects PIL seeking panel to ascertain truth
about structure found in Gyanvapi complex

PM Modi targets Congress

HHaarriiddwwaarr  ((UU''kkhhaanndd)):: A two-day meeting of the Kendriya Margdarshak
Mandal of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad will begin here on Saturday to dis-
cuss a range of issues like Gyanvapi mosque, targeted killings of
Kashmiri Pandits and 'ghar wapsi'. Around 250 seers, 'mahamandalesh-
wars', 'acharyas' and representatives of all 13 akhadas are likely to
attend the meeting to be held at Nishkam Seva Trust here. Such an event
is held twice a year since the establishment of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP) in 1964. The inaugural session will be held on Saturday from 3 pm
to 6 pm, and the second and final session from 9 am to 1 pm on Sunday,
VHP central secretary Ashok Tiwari said. He noted that conversions,
'ghar wapsi' or 'reconversions', killings in Kashmir, population control
and uniform civil code are likely to be discussed in the meeting.

Noida, Jun 10 (PTI): 

A police constable de-
ployed in Gautam Buddh
Nagar has been dismissed
from duty for violating the
Uttar Pradesh government
service rules as he re-
mained absent from work
without permission for
nearly 200 days, officials
said on Friday.

The constable is also be-
lieved to have got married
for the second time during
this period even as his first
wife was alive and not sepa-
rated from him, they said.

Constable Chitrasen
Kumar, aged around 30
years, was inducted into the
service in 2012. During his
appointment in the Gautam
Buddh Nagar commission-

erate, he remained absent
from work from July 25,
2020 to February 3, 2021 --
193 days -- without permis-
sion, a police spokesperson
said.

The constable also got
married for a second time
even as his first wife was
alive, he said.

Preliminary inquiry
found his actions in viola-
tion of the provisions of
Rule 29 of the Uttar Pradesh
Government Servant
Conduct Rules, 1956 in rela-
tion to marriage, the official
said. Departmental proceed-
ings also found him guilty
under Rule-14(1) of the UP
Subordinate Category
Police Officers (Punishment
and Appeal) Rules, 1991, the
spokesperson said.

‘Those who ruled country for
long never gave priority to

development of tribal areas’

VHP meeting in
Haridwar on June 11-12

Cop skips work for nearly 200
days, gets married second time

India among 12 economies on currency
Monitoring List’ of US treasury

‘People lowering guard, vacation season
behind spike in COVID-19 cases’

A healthcare worker collects a
swab sample of a woman for
Covid-19 testing amid a surge

in coronavirus cases, in
Jammu, Friday.

RS polls: Counting halted over
accusations of violation of rules

Congress delegation comprising
senior leaders Vivek Tankha

address the media after meet-
ing the Election Commission of

India, in New Delhi, Friday.

JJaaiippuurr:: The ruling Congress on Friday won three of the four Rajya
Sabha seats in Rajasthan, overcoming the challenge posed by
BJP-backed independent candidate Subhash Chandra, according
to the party. The BJP got the fourth seat. Congress candidates
Randeep Surjewala, Mukul Wasnik and Pramod Tiwari were elect-
ed to the Rajya Sabha, according to a tweet by Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot. BJP candidate and former minister
Ghanshyam Tiwari said he had also won, polling 43 votes.
"Congress's victory on three Rajya Sabha seats in Rajasthan is a
victory of democracy. I congratulate all the three newly elected
MPs Shri Pramod Tiwari, Shri Mukul Wasnik and Shri Randeep
Surjewala. I am sure that all the three MPs will be able to strong-
ly advocate the rights of Rajasthan in Delhi," Gehlot tweeted.

Congress wins 3 seats in Rajasthan: Gehlot

Janjgir, Jun 10 (PTI): 

An 11-year-old boy fell into a
80-feet deep abandoned
borewell at a village in
Chhattisgarh's Janjgir-Champa
district on Friday, an official
said.
Teams from the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) and state disaster
response force (SDRF) have
been called to assist in the res-
cue operation that has been on
since over four hours, he said.
The child, Rahul Sahu, fell into
the abandoned borewell locat-
ed in the backyard of his house
in Pihrid village, in Malkharoda
development block, around 2
pm, Janjgir-Champa superin-
tendent of police Vijay Agrawal
said. On hearing the boy's
cries, his family members

informed other villagers. The
district administration and
police officials were soon alert-
ed and the rescue operation
was launched around 4 pm, he
said. A team of doctors has
also been deputed at the spot
and arrangements have been
made to provide oxygen inside
the borewell, the official said.
According to the boy's father
Lala Ram Sahu, the borewell,
which is around 80-feet deep,
was dug earlier in his veg-
etable garden in the backyard
and when no water was found,
it was left unused and uncov-
ered, officials said.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has asked offi-
cials to take necessary meas-
ures to save the child and
intensify the rescue operation,
a government statement said.

CG : 11-year-old boy falls into
borewell in Janjgir-Champa

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 10: Place
is not a barrier for se-
lection in UPSC. One
can also crack UPSC by
studying from Raipur.
Aspirants can crack
this exam without
coaching and even
after studying in Hindi
medium. Five toppers
of UPSC gathered in
Durg on Friday and all
are from different edu-
cation streams.

Shraddha Shukla
from Raipur, Pooja
Sahu from Magarlod,
Abhishek Agrawal,
Akshay Pillai and
Divyanjali have
cracked UPSC this
year. They shared tips
and tricks with the as-
pirants during a pro-
gramme held at BIT on
Friday.

While addressing the
gathering, Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure also shared his
experiences. He said
that he was also attend-
ing such workshops be-
fore cracking the civil
services exam. Hard
work starts working
beyond the limits of
your intelligence.

SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava also shared his
experiences. He said
that there is no substi-
tute for hard work.
Smart work also starts
with the experiences

gained from hard
work.

If someone prepares
for UPSC, then he will
have to prepare with
complete dedication.

Unless you put your
energy into it with full
determination, you
will not get success,
but if you work hard
with the right strategy,
then success is certain.

During the workshop,
aspirants also asked
questions from the
UPSC toppers. At the
end of the workshop,
Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi proposed
the vote of thanks.

She said that the
workshop would defi-
nitely help the aspi-
rants. Deputy Collector
Jageshwar Kaushal,
Lavkesh Dhruv and
Deputy Director
(Manpower Planning)
Rajkumar Kurre were
also present.

SSeellff  ccoonnttrrooll  iiss  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  aassppiirraannttss::  AAbbhhiisshheekk  AAggaarrwwaall  
Sharing the strategy to crack UPSC, Abhishek Agrawal said that it is necessary to identi-

fy the pattern as the questions are asked in pattern in prelims. In the first round of prelims,
the aspirant should attempt only those questions for which he is sure. Then in the second
round, you can take a risk on some questions if you have studied enough. Thematic maps
are very useful, he said. If the aspirant is sound in technical, he can take such an option. He
also suggested paying special attention to the essay as often the candidates do not take it
seriously. Understanding the question seriously is the first step to answering correctly, he
said. He used to read editorials in the newspapers during preparations. If the aspirant is a
working person and has less time for studies, then he must decide his priorities. Self con-
trol is necessary so that you can spare enough time for studies, he concluded.

Usha Upadhyaya 

Bhilai: Sector 8 resi-
dent Usha Upadhyaya
left for heavenly
abode at the age of 78
years on Thursday
night. Last rites of the
mortal remains were
performed at
R a m n a g a r
Muktidham. She was
the mother of Om
Prakash Upadhyaya
and Pramod
Upadhyaya.

OBITUARY
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BMM students bag 43 top positions in the merit
list of Hemchand Yadav University, Durg

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 10: The quality
of any college is evaluated
by the achievements made
by the students and this has
been proved by the students
of Bhilai Mahila
Mahavidyalaya (Managed
by Bhilai Education Trust),
who have been successful in
bagging total 43 positions in
the merit list of 2019-20 in-
cluding 7 Gold Medals of
University Toppers for the
different UG & PG courses.
The merit list was recently
declared by the Hemchand
Yadav Durg
Vishwavidyalaya, Durg.

In the UG level courses,

Anjali Kashyap of BCom, R
Suman of BSc Home
Science secured first place
in the university merit list,
while in the PG level cours-
es, Deepshikha Sinha from
MSc Physics Course,
Shweta Rai of MSc Maths,
Vandana Yadav MSc
Human Development,
Aparna Shrivastava MSc
Textile & Clothing course
and Priya Agrawal of
MCom course  excelled
with the golden achieve-
ment by occupying first
place in the merit list and
bagging University gold
medals. Apart from these 7
first places, the students
from Bhilai Mahila

Mahavidyalaya who have
achieved top positions in
the University Merit list in
UG Courses are: Vandana
from BSc second place in
the university's merit list,
Raheeraj Nishad third,
Pragya Rajput got fifth and
Tarankita finished tenth.
Apart from this, profession-
al course B Ed student
Rashmi Pandey of the col-
lege secured eighth place in
the university merit list.

In the PG level courses
students of the MSc
Physics Course Monika
Meshram, Megha Bhatt,
Ankita Sharma, Shikha
Sahu, Shraddha Sahu se-
cured second, fourth sixth,

eighth and tenth place re-
spectively in the University
merit list. In MSc
Chemistry course, Renuka
Badwaik secured fourth po-
sition. Pooja Satpute stood
fourth in the merit list of
MSc Botany course. Raanu
Ghosh, Bheshmala Verma
and Uma secured eighth,
ninth and tenth position re-
spectively in MSc
Biotechnology course. In
MSc Maths, Ekta Pandey,
Itisha Verma, Ragini Yadav,
Neha Sharma & Anita Sahu
secured the second, fifth,
seventh (jointly) and the
ninth positions respectively.
Dally Pisda, Pooja Bhendia
and Jagriti Prasad ranked
fourth sixth and eighth re-
spectively in MSc
Microbiology course. In
MSc Human Development,
Kiran Mahla stood second,
Renuka Sahu third and
Lukeshwari fourth. Shikha
Rajpoot ranked second,
Jyoti Deshlahara third and
Pooja Sharma secured

fourth position in MSc
Textile & Clothing. In MSc
Computer Science course
Priti Prasad secured third,
K Jyoti sixth, Harshila
Kamde seventh, Jyoti
Baghel eighth and Shruti
Mishra got ninth position.
In MCom course Tejal
Rathore finished third and
Poonam Devi Pandey stood
eighth in the university
merit list.

On this outstanding per-
formance of the students of
Bhilai Mahila
Mahavidyalaya, Managing
Trustee of Bhilai
Education Trust Vijay
Kumar Gupta, Chairman of
Bhilai Mahila
Mahavidyalaya Arvind
Jain and Principal BMM Dr
Sandhya Madan Mohan ex-
pressed happiness at this
golden achievement of the
students and wished them a
bright future ahead. The
Head of the Departments,
faculty members and staff
of the college also congrat-
ulated the successful stu-
dents. It is worth noting
that Bhilai Mahila
Mahavidyalaya has been
consistently dominating
the university's merit list
for the past four decades
with its outstanding per-
formance in the field of aca-
demics.

Blast Furnace 8 creates new
daily production record

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 10: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's Modex
Unit, Blast Furnace 8(BF 8)
has once again created a

new day record. On June 09,
22, (BF 8) set a new daily
record by producing 9229 T
Hot metal, surpassing the
previous best of 9150 T Hot
metal on September 19,

2020. The Senior manage-
ment of BSP has congratu-
lated the entire BF 8 team
and its supporting depart-
ments for the record-break-
ing performance.

UPSC toppers share tips and tricks to crack exam
EExxppeerriieennccee  ggiivveess  pprraaccttiiccaall  kknnoowwlleeddggee;;  ssoo  ttaallkk  

wwiitthh  eexxppeerriieenncceedd  ppeeooppllee::  SShhrraaddddhhaa  SShhuukkllaa

Sharing her experiences, Shraddha Shukla said that one must know his capa-
bilities. The aspirant must ask himself whether he deserves it. She said that the
aspirants often remain puzzled whether they could get selected from smaller
cities. Shraddha said that aspirants from any city can prepare and get selected.
She studied from Raipur and cracked UPSC. She suggested reading the original
material and asserted that language is not a barrier. The aspirant must keep the
mindset that the paper will be tough. Attitude also matters a lot and hence don't
be afraid. She suggested checking the government websites frequently. Shraddha
added that she writes a diary and explained that this habit gives you a chance to
understand yourself. She fumbled in the last interview but this time it was great as she had prepared
well. Discussing with experienced people strengthens the understanding as practical aspects come from
experience. She further informed that she wore a Kosa saree for the interview. She further said that
there are so many coaching institutes but their role in preparations is only 10 to 20 percent.

Shraddha Shukla

UUPPSSCC  iiss  lliikkee  aa  mmaarraatthhoonn,,  nneeeeddss  ppaattiieennccee::  DDiivvyyaannjjaallii  JJaaiisswwaall  

UPSC can be compared with a marathon and hence the aspirant
needs to maintain patience to crack it. Divyanjali Jaiswal said
that her option was Political Science. She opined that one should
not follow any particular person but make strategy according to
your qualities. She detailed the three phases of UPSC and stated
that she practiced a lot in prelims. She took the decision according
to the subject in general studies. She suggested the aspirants to
Read one book over and over again and asserted that reading
NCERT books is a must. While practicing essays, the aspirant must get it checked
from seniors and make improvements on the basis of their suggestions. It is very im-
portant to complete all the questions and maintain the quality of answers. Speaking
about the last phase, she said that it is important to fill your resume correctly in the
interview. For example, while choosing a hobby, it is important that you have a deep
knowledge about it.

Divyanjali Jaiswal

Abhishek Agrawal

DDoonn''tt  wwoorrrryy  aabboouutt  rreessuullttss,,  jjuusstt  ccoonncceennttrraattee  oonn  ssttuuddiieess::  AAkksshhaayy  PPiillllaaii
Sharing his experiences, Akshay Pillai said that the aspirant should not worry about

the result but shall concentrate on preparations and studies. One must pay attention and
understand the concept with clarity. During preparations, the aspirant must regularly in-
teract with the subject experts. He suggested preparing as per the strategy. He also ex-
plained the Engineering options in detail. While preparing for the interview, the aspirant
should prepare well about hobbies as well as the home state. If the aspirant is from
Chhattisgarh, he must pay special attention to the government policies. One should not
try to invent any new hobby. Akshay further stated that he used to study for 8 to 10 hours
a day but he believes that the quality of reading is more important. Akshay Pillai

SSttaayy  sseellff  mmoottiivvaatteedd  ttoo  ffuullffiill  tthhee  ddrreeaammss::  PPoooojjaa  SSaahhuu
Pooja Sahu hails from Magarlod of Dhamtari District. She informed that the mobile net-

work is very weak in her area so she had to go up on the roof to access the internet. She
added that 70% of the population resides in rural areas and hence selection of a villager in
UPSC should not be a matter of surprise. There is no need to visit the Mussoorie Academy
for inspiration but the aspirant must remain self motivated to crack UPSC. She informed
that she was unable to clear the prelims in the first two attempts but rectified the mistakes
in the third attempt. It is very important to go through the books again and again. The
mock tests also help a lot and improve performance. One must closely observe the sur-
roundings. She learned it from her mother which helped her a lot in the exams. Ensuring
best quality output along with maintaining speed is required to clear the mains. Pooja fur-
ther said that she was an engineering student and during preparation of UPSC, she studied
arts also. She suggested the aspirants not be afraid of changes and make best use of the internet. Her hobby was to
watch movies and she prepared it well for the interviews. She further suggested the aspirants to take breaks during
studies and set a target for studies. She added that one must stay away from negative people and have positive
thoughts. Some people achieve their destination quickly but others are late. If you keep going, success is inevitable.
When District Collector Dr Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure asked how she remained motivated after failure in first two
attempts, Pooja said that her parents explained the message of Nishkaam Karma mentioned in Bhagwad Geeta. She
continued to work hard, stayed away from social media for 3 years and finally got success. 

Pooja Sahu

Discussions held with employees to
strengthen Safety inside Bhilai Steel Plant

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 10: A dis-
cussion was held with
the objective of
strengthening Safety in
the Plant with Senior
management, Union
representatives and offi-
cials of Officers
Association. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c
(BSP), KK Singh, ED (P
& A), Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), Nisha Soni,
CGM (Personnel), GM
(IR & CLC) JN Thakur
and other officials were
present during the dis-
cussions.

NK Banchhor and
Pervinder Singh from
Officers Association,
Sanjay Sahu and Puran
Verma from INTUC,
Savita Malviya and SP

Dey from CITU, IP
Mishra Shri
Ravishankar Singh from
BMS, Rajesh Aggarwal
and Sheikh Mehmud
from Ispat Shramik
Manch, Ujjwal Dutta
and Khubchand Verma
from BSP Workers
Union, Vinod Soni and
Anil Panappan from
AITUC and Sunil
Ramteke, from SAIL-
SC/ST Federation were
present during the dis-
cussions.

Anirban Dasgupta,
Director I/c (BSP) urged
everyone to work togeth-
er to strengthen the
Safety mechanisms in
the Plant. The Plant
management continu-
ously strives to improve
the Safety setup in the
Plant, he said. We must

strengthen the Safety
setup with the help of
Officers Association and
Unions to avoid mishaps,
he said. He urged those
present to give their sug-
gestions to strengthen
Safety in the Plant. We
must work together to
foster a safe work envi-
ronment, he added.

Members of Officers
Association and Unions
put forth their sugges-
tions to improve Safety
to control mishaps.
Others present praised
the joint efforts to im-
prove the Safety setup in
the Plant and put across
their views on the issue.
Safety training for con-
tract workers, focus on
Behavioural Safety and
specialised training re-
lated to Hot shops and

Mills were suggested.
Analysis of prime rea-

sons for accidents and
removing actual impedi-
ments were suggested.
Detailed information
must be shared before
doing dangerous jobs
and  people must be
made aware of dangers
beforehand. Suggestions
for formulation of a
Joint Safety Committee
was given. All members
who were part of the dis-
cussions were of the
united view that we will
get better results if we
work together on the
crucial issue of Safety.

All members of
Officers Association and
Unions pledged to ren-
der their complete sup-
port to strengthen Safety
in the Plant.

No Bigger Insult, than Parachute
Nominees for Rajya Sabha

By GV Rajshekher Rao

W hen we think
upon the literal

definition of
'CRIME'usually a nu-
merous strata of
thoughts flash into our
'MIND'S EYE' like-
Murder, Bloodshed,
Robbery, Looting,
fights, Mob-Lynchings,
Bankruptcy, illegal
trafficking of Humans,
drugs Target-killings
Religious rows and so
on......But, can you ever
imagine simply a legal
nomination of candi-
dates for 'RAJYASAB-
HA' from any state may
even be more heinous
'CRIME'? 

YES IT IS!  And this
'CRIME' is even bigger
than Mass  shooting
and Genocide as it in-
stantly kills all the
'LIVING SOULS'  of a
particular state when
few candidates from
other states are nomi-
nated to represent our
own state in 'RA-
JYASABHA'  at the
huge cost of whole
state's ignorance.

Now the point is-
How a stranger can be
more loyal and speak
our 'HEART' su-

perceeding our own
family members (Here
citizens of our state
CG) of the state? I, ut-
terly fail to understand
this illogical-logic
hence  No question of
further chewing and
digesting.

Me, as a common cit-
izen of the state
' C H A T T I S G A R H '
where I have born,
brought up, and still
have been living for the
past 'Half a Century' I
strongly Condemn, the
outside parachute
N o m i n a t i o n s
for'RAJYASABHA' by
our ruling party and
feel intensely that, its
not only an insult of

the state but an 'unfor-
givable crime' against
our innocent but brave
people of CHHATTIS-
GARH, who have ever
been betrayed like this
before since inception
of the Beautiful 'BOWL
OF RICE'.

Now, the ball is in the
Court of our state citi-
zens/voters to PON-
DER DEEP over the
'SILK CRIME' which
appears to be more
painful than being
physically stabbed
with the dagger.

Though, I am neither
politician nor having
any political taste but
being an honest soldier
of the mother-state
will always try my
level best to walk an
extra-mile in the inter-
est and welfare of the
state citizens just to
project our Beautiful
talented Chhattisgarhi
people as more
stronger and second to
'NONE'.

(The Author is
presently Principal

in TATA DAV Public
School, Sonadih,

Baloda-Bazar /
Fulbright Scholar

(USA)

GV Rajshekhar Rao
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FAREWELL PARTY

Girls from a private college are holding farewell party for seniors here on Friday.

Raipur, Jun 10:

Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey has
written a letter to Union
Minister of Chemicals
and Fertilizers Dr
Mansukh Mandaviya and
Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar regarding short
supply of chemical fertil-
izers to Chhattisgarh for
Kharif season 2022. In his
letter, Choubey has asked
for immediate supply of 2
lakh 5 thousand 82 metric
tonnes in the quantity of
fertilizer to Chhattisgarh
as per the supply plan for
the months of April and
May for Kharif. He also
asked to supply fertiliser
as per complete demand
for the month of June to
the state. Chhattisgarh is
an agricultural state and
80 percent of the popula-
tion of the state is associ-
ated with agriculture,
Choubey mentioned in
his letter. According to
him Kharif season is very
important from the point
of view of agriculture. In
the Kharif season, crops
are sown in 48.20 lakh
hectares in the state, in
which paddy and other ce-
reals are sown in 40.50
lakh hectares, pulses in

3.76 lakh hectares,
oilseeds in 2.55 lakh
hectares and other crops
in 1.32 lakh hectares, he
wrote in his letter.

A total of 13.70 lakh
metric tonnes of fertiliz-
ers have been approved by
the Government of India
for Chhattisgarh in
Kharif 2022. The state was
to get 3.29 lakh metric
tonnes of urea in the
months of April and May
as per the supply plan,
whereas only 2.30 lakh
metric tonnes of urea was
supplied to the state in the
above two months, which
is 99,378 metric tonnes
less than the supply plan,
he said in his letter.
Similarly, instead of sup-
plying 1.60 lakh metric

tonnes of DAP, only 1.09
lakh metric tonnes of
DAP was supplied to
Chhattisgarh, which is
51,034 metric tonnes less
than the supply plan.
Moreover 18,309 MT MOP
and 36,361 MT NPK fertil-
izers have been received
against the supply plan.
Thus, against the supply
plan of the above two
months, the total supply
of 2.05 lakh metric tonnes

of fertilizers to the state
has been reduced.
Choubey has written in
his letter that for
Chhattisgarh only 2.10
lakh metric tonnes of fer-
tilizer supply plan has
been approved against the
fixed demand of 2.66 lakh
metric tonnes in the
month of June, which is
56 thousand metric tonnes
less. He said that short
supply of fertilizers is

being made to
Chhattisgarh against the
demand and supply plan.
Choubey has written that
the monsoon is usually ac-
tive in the state in the sec-
ond week of June and
there is a rapid increase
in the offtake of fertiliz-
ers. The Kharif program
as well as law and order
will definitely be affected
by the shortage of fertiliz-
ers in the state.

Choubey asks Centre for 
supply of chemical fertilizers 

Writes to Union Minister of Chemicals and Fertilizers and Union Agri Minister 

 To Ch’garh as per
supply plan

Inadequate supply of chemical fertilizers to Ch’garh 
RRaaiippuurr:: In view of the short supply of chemical fertilizers to Chhattisgarh against the demand
in Kharif 2022 by the Central Government, the State Government is making every effort to
ensure timely availability of fertilizers to the farmers of the state. Efforts are being made by
the Chhattisgarh government to ensure the supply of fertilizers in the state by constant con-
tact and coordination with the officials of chemical fertilizer suppliers. Necessary coordination
is also being done for rakes to be received through rail for fertilizers. According to the infor-
mation received from the officials, in the months of April and May 2022, the total supply of urea
to the state was to be 3.29 lakh tones, but only 2.20 lakh tones of urea was received. The entire
control of distribution of urea is exercised by the Ministry of Fertilizers, Government of India.
The availability of urea is 62 per cent against the target of Kharif. Similarly, the availability of
NPK in the state is 30 percent against the target of Kharif, the availability of DAP is 39 percent,
the availability of potash is 35 percent. Fertiliser shortage may arise in the days to come due to
delay in receipt of fertilizers. Efforts are being made by the state government to ensure avail-
ability of chemical fertilizers. It is worth noting that Chhattisgarh has demanded 13.70 lakh
tonnes of fertilizers from the Center for Kharif 2022, which has been approved by the
Government of India. The demand included 6.50 lakh tonnes of urea, 3 lakh tones of DAP, 80
thousand tones of potash, 1.10 lakh tonnes of NPA and 2.30 lakh tonnes of superphosphate.
Arrangements are being made by the state government to facilitate advance lifting for farmers
through cooperative institutions, regular entry in Pos machine and fast storage and distribution
of the fertilizer received so that the state does not face any problem in getting the fertilizers
on time. Since all other fertilizers except urea are mostly based on imported material, hence
they can be arranged only through Government of India. Therefore, it is the responsibility of
the Central Government to provide adequate fertilizers in the state.

Raipur, Jun 10:

Urla Police have arrest-
ed a ganja peddler with 29
kg ganja on the basis of in-
formation elicited through
interrogation from some
more peddlers who were
arrested recently with
about more than 5 quintals
of ganja.

According to informa-
tion available Police re-
ceived a tip off that a per-
son was waiting for the
bus with a lot of ganja in
the bags. On the said infor-

mation, Urla police imme-
diately rushed to the spot
and verified the informa-
tion verified. A person was

standing there with some
bags.

Seeing the police, he was
trying to run away in
panic but was caught by
the police team after a
quick siege. During search
of that suspect, four bags
filled with ganja were
found. These bags con-
tained 29 kg ganja with a
value of Rs 2.90 lakh. On
interrogation he informed
that he had sent congign-
ments of ganja from
Odisha to different places
of Uttar Pradesh.

Ganja peddler caught with 29 kg ganja from bus stand 

Raipur, Jun 10: 

Police have arrested two
miscreants in connection
with the incident of mur-
der of a youth in Raipur
late on Thursday night.
The miscreants who killed
the youth with a knife are
only 18 and 19 years old.
After arresting both the
youths, the police are in-
terrogating them in con-
nection with the incident
of murder which took
place in Santoshi Nagar
area of the city.

A youth named Aman
Khan was attacked with a
knife by two miscreants
near the government
school in the area. Aman,
who was badly injured,
was taken to Ambedkar
Hospital where doctors de-
clared him brought dead.
Since night, the police
were looking for the mis-
creants who carried out
this incident, who have

now been caught.
According to the infor-

mation received from the
police, some people in the
locality had seen the at-
tackers at the time of the
incident. On the basis of
inputs given by them, the
police caught the suspects.

Police have arrested
Mahendra Bagh alias
Bochu (18) and Govind
Joshi alias Babbu (19).
Both these youths are resi-
dents of Santoshi Nagar
area who already knew
Aman Khan. According to
information both the ar-

rested youths had old ri-
valry with Aman.

Aman’s father Abdul
Asad Khan told police that
Aman had left with his
bullet around 11:30 last
night. Mahendra Bagh
and Govind Joshi stopped
him near the government
school.

Soon fight broke out be-
tween Aman and both the
youths. In an attempt to
settle old scores
Mahendra and Govind
stabbed Aman, his father
said.

Aman’s father said that
his acquaintance Hanif
Khan, a resident of Nehru
Nagar, saw Aman lying on
the road and brought him
to the hospital in his car,
where Aman was declared
brought died.

Police have now regis-
tered crime under Section
302 against Mahendra and
Govind based on the state-
ment of Aman’s father.

Youth stabbed to death over old rivalry
Two arrested

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1100::  

In view of gradual increase in
the number of COVID-19 cases
the directorate of health services
has issued fresh guideline and
instructed to be vigilant regard-
ing COVID-19. The new guideline
has been issued to the Collector,
Chief Medical Health Officer and
Civil Surgeon of Raipur. 

According to guideline the
people should be encouraged to
wear masks for prevention of
COVID-19. People visiting crowd-
ed places, public auditoriums
and less ventilated places should
be especially encouraged to use
masks. Precautionary doses of
COVID-19 vaccination are to be
given to all eligible people.
Special effort should be made for
this. Additional COVID-19 vacci-
nation centers should be set up
at the local level as per the
requirement, so that people can
get the vaccine dose easily.

Patients coming to OPD and
IPD of hospitals should also be
tested for COVID-19 according to
their symptoms. Patients admit-
ted with diarrhea etc. are also to

be tested for COVID-19. General
public should be told about the
importance of physical distanc-
ing to prevent COVID-19 infec-
tion. They should also be advised
to avoid frequently going to
crowded places.

Chhattisgarh on Thursday
recorded 23 new COVID-19
cases, taking the tally in the state
to 11,52,566, while the death toll
remained unchanged at 14,035,
an official said. Of the new cases,
10 were in Raipur, followed by
four in Bilaspur and three in
Rajnandgaon among other dis-
tricts, while no new COVID-19
case was reported in 21 other
districts, he said. The number of
recoveries reached 11,38,442
after 10 persons completed their
home isolation, leaving the state
with an active tally of 89. With
3,165 samples examined during
the day, the overall test figure
went up to 1,77,65,045, he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coronavirus fig-
ures are as follows: Positive
cases 11,52,566, new cases 23,
death toll 14,035, recoveries
11,38,442, active cases 89, total
tests 1,77,65,045.

New guidelines issued in Raipur
as COVID cases slowly rise

Raipur, Jun 10:

The agency set up to
audit the status of compli-
ance with the guidelines
circulated by the Supreme
Court Committee on Road
Safety regarding road safe-
ty will be on visit to
Chhattisgarh from June 15
to June 21. The agency will
audit the works carried out
by various departments
over road safety and in-
spect various roads includ-

ing NH, SH and MDR.
Collector Sourabh

Kumar today chaired a
meeting of officers held at
Collectorate meeting hall
here over inspection and
tour programme of the
agency. Instructions were
given at the meeting to
make necessary prepara-
tions by coordinating for
the tour programe of the
agency to audit the works
done by various depart-
ments. Collector Sourabh

Kumar and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Agrawal dis-
cussed with the officials the
analysis of statistics of
road accidents, identifica-
tion of black spots and cor-
rective work, efforts made
for awareness of road safe-
ty, meeting of road safety
committee, action taken in
other cases including over-
loading, adequacy of ambu-
lance for emergency situa-
tion, coordination in health

department, highway and
other departments, and
road safety audit etc.
Additional Collector NR
Sahu and officers of Raipur
District Panchayat, Raipur
Municipal Corporation,
National Highway,
Transport Department,
Education Department,
Health Department, Public
Works Department and
various other departments
were present at the meet-
ing.

Status of compliance with SC guidelines circulated 
 Regarding road 

safety to be audited
in Ch’garh

 Prescribed agency to
be on Ch’garh visit
from June 15 to 21

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1100::

PWD Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu inspected various over-
bridges, railway under-bridges,
and Express-way in capital city
on Friday and gave necessary
instructions to the officials.
Sahu said that the construction
work during rainy season be
continued and added that the
general public should not face
any problem on account of the
construction work. The officers
too should carry out constant
monitoring of the ongoing con-
struction works, he added.
PWD Minister Sahu inspected
the under-bridge near DRM’s

office, Gongaon and Telghani
Naka; Express-way; and the
bridge  under construction near
NH-MMI Hopsital. In context of
the railway under-bridge, he
directed the officers to com-
plete the same working in co-
ordination with the railway offi-
cials. Further Sahu also gave
instructions about Express-way
and under-bridge to the offi-
cers present and asked them to
complete the pending works at
the earliest, so that can be ded-
icated at the earliest and gen-
eral public can be provided
convenience. During this offi-
cers from all the concerned
departments were present.

PWD Ministers inspects
bridges under construction

Raipur, Jun 10:
Initiatives have been taken
to promote early child-
hood care and education
in Chhattisgarh. The new
education policy has also
recommended special at-
tention to childhood.
Taking this series for-
ward, the Minister of
Women and Child
Development, Mrs. Anila
Bhedia on Friday
launched the ‘Parvarish
Ke Champion’ and
‘Navankur’ programs at
her residence office in
Raipur. For the inclusive
development of children,
the ‘Parvarish Ke
Champion’ and
‘Navankur’ programs
have been prepared by the
Department of Women
and Child Development in
collaboration with
UNICEF. Through this, the
early years of childhood
will be specifically target-
ed towards strengthening
language and cognitive de-
velopment. The objective
of the ‘Champions of
Parenting’ program is to
introduce the responsible
role of parents in child
rearing (Responsive
Parenting). Through this,
the family will be in-
formed about the emotion-
al and physical needs of
the children, and the ap-
propriate response will be
given to them. This in-

cludes health, nutrition,
early education, safety and
responsible care. Under
the programme,
‘Parvarish Ke Champion
Kit’ will be provided. It
will have alphabet charts,
activity calendars, videos
of responsive parenting,
posters to help parents in-
teract with children up to
6 years of age and infor-
mation on various devel-
opmental points in a sim-
ple way. The ‘Navankur’
program is an e-learning
course on Early Childhood
Care and Education
(ECCE). It aims at capacity
building of Anganwadi
workers and supervisors
for child care and educa-
tion. There are 14 modules
in this 8-hour training
course. Each module is
based on self assessment.
It also focuses on educa-
tion, care and inclusion of
children with special
needs in Anganwadis.
After the training, a cer-
tificate recognized by the
Government of India will
also be provided. Mrs.
Bhedia said that young

children spend more time
with their family mem-
bers, so the responsibility
of the family increases. If
children are properly
looked after and nurtured,
then the child will become
strong. Family based pro-
gram for Early Childhood
Care and Education
(ECCE) ‘Parvarish Ke
Champion’ and online
training for field staff
with new technology
‘Navankur’ will help the
family to better under-
stand about the needs and
development of the chil-
dren. UNICEF State Head
Mr Job Zakaria said that
maximum development of
children occurs till the age
of 2 years. During this
time children spend most
of their time with their
families. By giving the
right guidance to the par-
ents as well as the family,
the right direction can be
given to the physical, men-
tal and intellectual devel-
opment of the children.
For this, the ‘Parvarish Ke
Champion’ program has
been prepared.

Bhedia launches ‘Parvarish Ke Champion’
 And ‘Navankur’ prog

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1100  ((PPTTII))::  The
Chhattisgarh government has
halted the proceedings regard-
ing three upcoming coal mine
projects allotted to the
Rajasthan Rajya Vidyut
Utpadan Nigam Limited
(RRVUNL) in Hasdeo Arand for-
est in Surguja division. The
projects are facing strong
opposition by locals and
activists who claim that mining
in the biodiversity-rich and
ecologically sensitive Hasdeo
Arand region will not only dis-
place tribals and cause mas-
sive damage to the environ-
ment, but would also trigger

human-elephant conflict.
Chhattisgarh Health Minister T
S Singh Deo on June 6 visited
Hasdeo Arand in support of the
local people who are protest-
ing against the projects.

Next day, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said if Singh
Deo did not want trees to be
cut down for coal mine proj-
ects, then not a single branch
will be chopped. Confirming
the government’s decision to
put the projects on hold,
Surguja district collector
Sanjeev Jha told PTI that the
three upcoming projects Parsa,
Parsa East and Kente Basan

(PEKB) phase II and Kete
Extension coal mines — are at
different stages of pre-mining
process. All the processes have
been put on hold for indefinite
period till further orders.
“Without the consent of the
local public representative the
process will not be taken up
further,” he said. We have can-
celled the gram sabha pro-
posed on June 8 for
Rehabilitation and
Resettlement for PEKB phase II
project-affected villagers.
Similarly, the public hearing
scheduled on June 13 for the
Kente extension block for envi-

ronment clearance has also
been cancelled. Besides the
legal procedures, the tree
felling exercise for PEKB phase
II mine and Parsa block has
also been halted, the collector
added. The three mines were
allotted to RRVUNL and the
Adani group is associated with
it as MDO (mine developer and
operator), Jha said. The opera-
tional mines in the region will
continue to function, he added.
The state government had
recently granted final approval
for felling of trees on forest
land for Parsa mine and PEKB
phase II mine coal projects.

One killed, 
another injured in
elephant attack 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  1100::  A 47-year-old
man was killed and another
injured in an elephant attack in
Chhattisgarh’s Gaurela-
Pendra-Marwahi (GPM) dis-
trict on Friday, a forest official
said. With this, three people
have been killed in attacks by
jumbos in the district border-
ing Madhya Pradesh in the last
three months. The incident
took place near Maladand vil-
lage under Sivni forest circle in
the morning, when the victims
were out for labour work under
MGNREGA, said Dinesh Patel,
divisional forest officer (DFO)
Marwahi forest division.
Badiram Panika, Sahdev
Panika (50) and Ranjeet Armo
were on their way home after
work, when they encountered
a tusker. The elephant lifted
Sahdev with its trunk and flung
him and then attacked
Badiram, critically injuring
him, the official said. Sahdev,
who fractured his leg, man-
aged to escape along with
Ranjeet and alerted locals, fol-
lowing which the injured men
were shifted to Marwahi pri-
mary health centre, from
where they were referred to
Gaurela district hospital, he
said. Badiram succumbed to
injuries during treatment
there, the official said. The kin
of the deceased were provided
an instant relief of Rs 25,000,
while the remaining compen-
sation of Rs 5.75 lakh will be
given after the completion of
necessary formalities, he said.

Ch’garh govt puts on hold three coal mine projects 
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CONGESTION

With building material thrown by the road-side in Ring Road area near Mathpurena-Raipura, it lead to traffic
congestion for long hours.

Raipur, Jun 10:  

The Socio-Economic
Survey of the 79th round is
being conducted by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO) from 1st July 2022.
This survey will be con-
ducted at all India level in
rural and urban areas of
the country by 30 June
2023. The National
Statistical Office, under
the Ministry of Statistics
and Program
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,
Government of India, is
conducting a comprehen-
sive annual modular sur-
vey to address the data gap
to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals. It is
noteworthy that the
Ministry of Statistics and
Program Implementation
is the nodal ministry for
monitoring the
Sustainable Development
Goal 2030. Along with this
survey, during the same pe-

riod, information will also
be collected through sur-
vey related to population
using AYUSH system.

The state level training
conference of this survey
was inaugurated on
Thursday by the chief
guest Dr. K. Subramaniam,
Member, State Planning
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Chhattisgarh with the
lighting of the lamp at
Hotel Kingsway,
Telibandha, Raipur.
Deputy Director General,
NSO (FOD), Western Zone,

R.C. Gautam and SK
Tiwari, Assistant Director,
Press Information Bureau
were also present on the
occasion as special guests.
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director General, National
Statistical Office, Raipur
presided over the program.
In this state level training
conference, officers and
employees of the regional
and all sub-regional offices
of National Statistical
Office located at Raipur,
Durg, Bilaspur and
Ambikapur and

Directorate of Economics
and Statistics,
Government of
Chhattisgarh are partici-
pating in this state level
training conference. At the
beginning of the program,
Roshan Lal Sahu, Deputy
Director General, National
Statistical Office, Raipur,
while welcoming all the
guests present, highlighted
the importance of this sur-
vey and called upon the
participants to actively
participate in the training
programme.

Addressing the pro-
gram, special guest Sunil
Tiwari, Assistant Director,
Bureau of
Communications, while
giving information about
the simplicity, accuracy
and reliability of the data,
highlighted the contribu-
tion of the surveys con-
ducted in the socio-eco-
nomic sector by the
National Statistical Office.

State level training conf of 
socio-economic survey from July 1

Raipur, Jun 10: 

CAIT  National Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani
State President, Jitendra
Doshi, State Working
President, Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary,
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasuret Ajay
Agrawal and state media
inchargei Sanjay Choubey
informed   the ban on sin-
gle use plastic to be en-
forced from 1st July, 2022,
is a pragmatic step and

much needed to protect
the environment but in the
absence of equivalent al-
ternatives it could prove to
be a nightmare for trade &
commerce in India. The
business community of
the country stands with
the Government on this
critical issue but at the
same time is of the view
that sufficient prepara-
tions have not been done
to provide an equivalent
alternative to single use of
plastic. In view of the
mass usage of single use
plastic throughout the
Country, a complete ban
will prove much detrimen-
tal for the trade and indus-
try-said the Confederation

of All India Traders
(CAIT) in a communica-
tion sent to Union
Environment Minister Mr.
Bhupendra Yadav.

CAIT National Vice
President Mr. Amar
Parwani & State President
Mr. Jitendra Doshi  in a
communication to Mr.
Yadav said that in view of
the non availability of
equivalent alternatives an
extension to the enforce-
ment of this ban for a rea-
sonable time may be made
and in the meantime the
Government while hold-
ing discussions with the
stakeholders may draw
equivalent alternatives to
avoid any inflation in the

prices of the goods where
plastic is used. They sug-
gested that a task force
may be formed compris-
ing of the senior officials
and stakeholders to draw
out a timeline for imple-
mentation of this order
and to explore equivalent
alternatives. While assur-
ing the support of the
business community of
the country, the CAIT has
sought an appointment
with Mr. Yadav on this cru-
cial issue.

Mr. Parwani & Mr.
Doshi  said that since
traders are the first con-
nect point for the con-
sumers and the public,
they will have to face the

consequences though  the
traders selling the prod-
ucts are acting merely as a
component of the supply
chain making things avail-
able for the public.
However, 98% of single
use plastic is used by
MNCs, Corporate
Manufacturers, produc-
ers, e-commerce compa-
nies, warehousing hubs,
Industry and other types
of production units either
in their production line or
packaging of finished
goods. The traders are
under compulsion to sell
goods in whatever packing
they receive from the
Manufacturer or source of
origin.

CAIT has urged extension of single use plastic ban order

Raipur, Jun 10:

Shrimant Jha, who is
working in Jindal Steel
and Power Machinery
Division, Raipur. He is the
para paw wrestling player
in the city. Shrimant Jha
received a gold medal in
the 44th National Para
Arm-Wrestling 

Competition weighing
70 KG. The competition
was held in Hyderabad,
Telangana from May 31 to
June 5, 2022. Top-level para
men and women paw

wrestling players from
across the country partici-
pated in it. Shrimant Jha
maintained his 

grip in the competition
from the very beginning.
In the final, Shrimant Jha
faced a player from
Haryana. Shrimant Jha

won the  gold medal by
winning the final match.
He has won 15 Gold, 18
,Silver and 8 Bronze
medals at the
International level. At the 

same time, 11 gold
medals have been won at
the national level.

Shrimant Jha wins Gold medal 
 In the 44th National

Para Arm Wrestling
competition 
in 70 KG Weight

Bilaspur, Jun 10: 

The University Grants
C o m m i s s i o n - H u m a n
Resource Development
Center of Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a
(Central University) has
reached 33rd position in
the national level rank-
ing. Human Resource
Development Center was
established in the year
2009 after upgrading
from State University to
Central University.

On coming at 33rd posi-
tion in the order of rank-
ing of HRDCs, the Vice-
Chancellor of the
University, Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal
expressed happiness and
expressed hope of per-
forming better in the
coming times. Vice-
Chancellor, Prof.
Chakrawal said that

teachers need to be
trained and encouraged
with new experiences for
better learning. In such a
situation, the role of
Human Resource
Development Center be-
comes important. Under
the National Education
Policy 2020, special em-
phasis has been laid on
research, innovation and
training of teachers. The
university is trying to
fully implement all the
provisions of the
National Education
Policy 2020.

The UGC Human
Resource Development
Center of the University
is dedicated to the all-
round development of
the teachers. In such a
situation, it is a challeng-
ing task to provide better
education to the students
by adopting different

teaching systems and
kinds of teaching. The
Human Resource
Development Center of
the University is a tool
for facilitating these
challenges for the teach-
ers.

The UGC Human
Resource Development
Center of the University
is the youngest among all
the centres. In such a sit-
uation, this achievement
of the Center is impor-
tant in various ways. The
ranking of the Central
University in the year
2012 was last, at 66th. For
teachers of various high-
er educational institu-
tions and colleges of the
country, Refresher pro-
grammes, orientation
programmes, teacher
skills workshops and
short term courses are
organized in the center.

CU’s HRDC is the main center 
of quality education – V-C

Included in the best human resource development centers of the country

9 nursing students
seriously injured as

bus turned turtle
JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  1100:: A bus carrying
nursing students in Jagdalpur
turned turtle and in this 9 girl stu-
dents got seriously injured and
15 others got minor injuries on
Thursday. On getting informa-
tion in this regard the Jagdalpur
police reached the site and sent
the injured girls to hospital for
treatment to Maharani Hospital.
There are no reports of any casu-
alty in this accident. It is learnt
that the bus turned turtle when a
vehicle of poultry farm came in
the front and the bus driver in
order to save took sudden turn of
steering and due to which the
bus turned turtle.  TI Nagarnar
BR Nag informed that only 8 girls
have got injured in this incident
and they were shifted to
Maharani Hospital in 108
Ambulance and they are being
treated there and all are reported
to be out of danger.  It is notable
here that the nursing students
were residing in Aadeshwar
Academy hostel and on comple-
tion of morning duty were going
back to their hostel, when this
incident took place.

SSuurraajjppuurr,,  JJuunn  1100::

The Surajpur police based
upon tip from an informer
managed to arrest the
accused woman Shajia Begum
R/o Kabristan Mohalla,
Surajpur on Thursday with
large quantity of banned
cough syrups and psychotrop-
ic drugs stored in her resi-
dence and was basically
meant for selling. 

It was forming a team as
per instructions from senior
police officers, TI Surajpur
raided the residence of the
above woman and seized
banned cough syrup E-Scoof
Cough syrup 98 bottles; Onrex

cough syrup 236 bottles, total-
ing 334 bottles, estimated to
cost around 1.67 lakhs.  It was
on interrogation the woman
accused informed that this lot
of banned cough syrup and
drugs was brought by Lalan
Jaiswal R/o Baiyanthan Road
Surajpur in his Bolero vehicle
on 7 June 2022 and left at her
place for selling. 

So in this case the police
arrested Lallan Jaiswal and
filed case under section 21 (C)
of NDPS Act and arrested
Shajia Begum W/o Late Ibraeel
(29) R/o Kabristan Mohalla,
Surajpur and Lallan Jaiswal,
S/o Ramgopal Jaiswal, R/o
Bhaiyathan Road, Surajpur. 

Two nabbed with
banned cough syrup

Bilaspur, Jun 10: 

Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
(Central) Bilaspur, with
reference to Rolling
Advertisement No.
3310/Recruitment/Adm
n./2022 dated 24.08.2022,
the last date for submis-
sion of online applica-
tions for various posts in
the following subjects is
extended up to 20.06.2022:

A n t h r o p o l o g y,
Department of
Biotechnology, Botany,
Chemical Engineering,
Computer Science
Engineering, Chemistry,
Civil Engineering,
Department of
Commerce, Computer
Science Engineering,
Department of
Economics, Department
of Education, Computer

Science Engineering,
Electronics and
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Engineering, English,
Forensic Science,
Department of Forestry,
Human Resource Centre,
Industrial and
Production Engineering,
Information Technology
E n g i n e e r i n g ,
Journalism and Mass
C o m m u n i c a t i o n
Department, Law
Department, Library
Information Science
D e p a r t m e n t ,
Management Studies,
M a t h e m a t i c s ,
M e c h a n i c a l
Engineering, Pharmacy,
Department of Applied
Physics, Political
Science, Rural
Technology Department,
Zoology, Social Work
Department.

Last Date for 
applications extended 

For posts at CU

Jagdalpur, Jun 10: 

Under the aegis of the
South Central Zone
Cultural Center, Nagpur,
Government of India,
Bastar District
Administration on
Thursday, June 9 at the
Town Hall Jagdalpur,
based on the life and
struggles of the country’s
great revolutionary Birsa
Munda, a play ‘Abua
Dishum Abua Raj Birsa
Munda’ was staged.
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain was
present as the chief guest
in the programme and
Padmashree Dharampal
Saini presided over the
program.

Collector Rajat Bansal,
Assistant Director of
South Central Zone
Cultural Center, Nagpur
Gopal Betwa along with
many dignitaries from
the field of art, literature
and theater were espe-
cially present in the pro-

gram.
On this occasion, the

artists of the play ‘Abua
Dishum Abua Raj Birsa
Munda’ enthralled the
guests and the audience
with a live presentation
of the biography, strug-
gles and contributions of
the great revolutionary
Birsa Munda. During
this, the artists created a
wonderful atmosphere
with their excellent per-
formance.

Addressing the pro-

gram, Parliamentary
Secretary Rekhchand
Jain said that Birsa
Munda is the pride of the
entire country including
the tribal society.

To protect our mother-
land and water, forest and
land, it is very important
to inform our new gener-
ation about their pride
saga done against the
British. He said that the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment is doing excellent
work in this direction by

preserving and promot-
ing the art, culture and
language of the tribals.

Appreciating the pres-
entation of the best play,
Jain congratulated the
artists. On this occasion,
Collector Rajat Bansal
lauded the live perform-
ance of the play ‘Abua
Dishum Abua Raj Birsa
Munda’.

He said that it is very
important to acquaint the
new generation with the
contributions of our
great sons and heroes of
tribal society in the free-
dom movement and new
construction of the na-
tion. He said that the
great men of the tribal
society of the whole
country including Bastar
have played a remarkable
role in the freedom move-
ment.

Keeping this in mind,
according to the inten-
tion of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, the
Bastar Academy of
Dance, Art and Language
Badal was established at
Aasna in Bastar district
to preserve and promote
the dialect, language, art,
culture, living, tolerance
of the tribals.

Has been. This insti-
tute will prove to be an
important institution for
the preservation and pro-
motion of art, culture, di-
alect, language and other
characteristics of the res-
idents of the entire
Bastar division including
the tribal society. On this
occasion, apart from pub-
lic representatives in-
cluding Commissioner
Municipal Corporation
Dinesh Nag, Joint
Collector Hitesh Baghel,
officers-employees and
people of art, literature
and theater world were
present in large numbers.

Play ‘Abua Dishum Abua Raj Birsa Munda’ staged
 Live performance 

of the play 
hailed by all

Jagdalpur, Jun 10: For
the last 17 years, on the aus-
picious occasion of Ganga
Dussehra, religious cere-
mony of Ganga Maha-
Aarti is being organized in
the lifeline of Jagdalpur
city- viz. Indravati river of
Bastar at Mahadev Ghat of
Indravati river of Bastar
divisional headquarters.
This year also, Maha Aarti
was organized on the
Mahadev Ghat bank of
river Indravati at 06:15 pm
on Thursday, June 9.

Devotees thronged the
ghats of river Indravati to
offer bath and donations on
the incarnation day of
Mother Ganga. Har Har
Gange was also being an-
nounced on this occasion,
Prasad was distributed
after the Maha Aarti. On
the tenth day of Shukl

Paksha of Ganga Dussehra
i.e. Jyeshtha month, a com-
bination of not one or two
seven yogas is happening.
Due to which this great co-
incidence has been made. If
there is Hasta Nakshatra
in it, then there is also
Vyatipat Yoga. The Moon
in Virgo and the Sun in
Taurus. Due to the union of
all these seven major
yogas, the festival of Ganga
Dussehra has become even
more special.

Pandit Virendra Kumar
Mishra told that Ganga
Dussehra, which falls on
the tenth day of Shukla
Paksha of Jyeshtha month,
is special in Sanatan
Dharma. On this day, after
bathing in the Ganges, the
reward of doing charity
and charity to the needy is
increased many times
more than on other days, as
well as there is a law to
offer special worship to
Mother Jahnavi on Ganga
Dussehra.

Maha Aarti of river
Indravati performed 
 On auspicious

occasion of Ganga
Dussehra

Dead body of the young
man found hanging 

Jagdalpur: A dead body of the
youth was found hanging in the
noose this morning in the fruit
shop located in Shaheed Park
Chowk under Bodhat police sta-
tion of the district. After getting
information about the incident,
Bodhghat Police and a team of
forensic experts got involved in
the investigation. Police sources
said that prima facie it seems to
be a case of suicide. Police is
investigating from all angles and
considering forensic evidence as
important, the help of experts is
being taken. It is being told that
the name of the deceased youth
is Rajkumar Pujari and he is a res-
ident of Odisha. He worked in
this fruit shop for a long time.

All caves of KVNP to remain
closed from June 15 to Oct 31

JJaaggddaallppuurr:: Keeping in view the
rainy season, all the caves of
Kanger Valley National Park
(KVNP) were decided to remain
closed from June 15 to October 10
for the safety of the tourists.
According to the memorandum
issued from the office of Director
Kanger Valley National Park,
Kotamsar Cave, Kailash Cave,
Aranyak Cave and all other caves
under Kanger Valley National Park
have been banned for tourism pur-
pose till 31 October.



Acute problem of water in wards
of Nagar Panchayat Kurud

Anwari, Jun 10: A memo-
randum will be submitted
to the SDM; CMO to make a
smooth system over the pre-
vailing water scarcity prob-
lem by the workers of BJP
Mahila Morcha and Jhuggi
Jhopri Cell.

According to information
water scarcity is at its peak
in the region and there is
anger in the mind of the peo-
ple as almost wards 2, 3, 4,
9,10,11,12,13,14,15 of the city
there is a huge problem of

drinking water. Tankers are
being used to provide water
and two big water tanks were
demolished during the sum-
mer, saying that they were di-
lapidated, due to which the
drinking water crisis has
deepened in the city.

Memorandum submitted over the issue of water scarcity
Central Chronicle News

Churikala, Jun 10: With
the consent of Nagar
Panchayat President
Neelam Devangan, in the
retirement of regional
MLA Purushottam Singh
Kanwar, MLA representa-
tive Ashok Devangan, with
the consent of his coun-
cilors Rakesh Pratap
Singh, Santosh Kenwat,
Alderman Vinay Dubey,
besides Tirath God,
Balgovind Devangan,
memorandums were hand-
ed over with Usha Kamta
Jaiswal after a formal
meeting with District

Collector Ranu Sahu, over
the scarcity of water in the
region.

It is to be known that for
the last many years, the
residents of the city are
facing the problem of
drinking water and in
view of this, 10 years ago,
in the year 2017 by the
State Government to solve

the drinking water prob-
lem, an approval amount
of 11 crore 86 lakh was
given under the Water
Augmentation Scheme,
whose construction
agency was handed over to
the Public Health
Engineering Department,
but even after 10 years the
residents of the city are

not getting its benefit.
Some work of the plan has
been done, two water tanks
have been constructed in
the city, the pipeline has
been expanded and water
is to be supplied yet. Due
to the slow progress of the
scheme due to the careless-
ness of the Public Health
Engineering Department,
the residents of the city
have to bear the problem of
water scarcity. In this re-
gard, MLA representative
Ashok Devangan told that
the water supply system of
the city has reached the
verge of drying up and at
the Panchayat level, water

is being supplied to the
wards through tankers.

Regarding the delay
being done in the work by
the Public Health
Engineering Department,
the councilor alderman of
regional MLA
Purushottam Singh
Kanwar, collectively met
the District Collector Smt.
Ranu Sahu and demanded
to start the water augmen-
tation scheme soon, on
which the District
Collector assured taking
immediate cognizance,
and along with it approval
was given to excavate 8
hand pumps in the city.

Bridge on Haff River in
dilapidated condition

Central Chronicle News

Pandariya, Jun 10: The
bridge built on Haff river
in Bisheshara Kawardha
Marg on Pandariya-
National Highway 130A is
in a dilapidated condition
and the railing is broken
and cracks are easily visi-
ble. Where there are
cracks in the foot of the
bridge, the upper part of
the bridge has started
cracking already.

It has been more than 50
years since the bridge was
built, and apart from re-
pair, maintenance has also
been not done, due to
which traffic can be dis-
rupted at any time due to
the damage of the bridge.

Meanwhile some part of
the railing made on the
bridge is broken for many

months; it also has not
been repaired. A few days
ago, PWD had made a rail-
ing with the help of bam-
boo, but the temporary re-
arrangement is also not
present there.

According to reports,
one of the reasons for the
deterioration of the bridge
is that the upper segment
of the bridge is not
cleaned and the water re-
mains on the bridge itself.
Similarly, the layer of soil
gets frozen in the area and
the bridge gets damaged.

What officer says: The
said road comes under
National Highway. Small
improvement work is done
by PWD. Pool making and
major work will be done
by National Highway.
Nitya Thakur, SDO PWD
Pandaria.

Dr. Preeti Sahu felicitated
Central Chronicle News

Korba, June 10: Dr. Preeti
Sahu, a resident of Korba
city, has increased the pres-
tige of the district by get-
ting gold medal in MD
Pathology studies and she
has got the distinction of
being the first of the dis-
trict to receive Gold Medal
in MD Pathology course.

Dr. Sahu was presented
the Gold Medal by the
Governor of Maharashtra,
Bhagat Singh Koshyari, at
the convocation held in the
auditorium of Jawaharlal

Nehru Medical College,
Wardha, Maharashtra.
Collector Mrs. Ranu Sahu
also felicitated Dr. Sahu
here and congratulated her
for a bright future. It is

worth mention-
ing that Dr.
Preeti Sahu is
the daughter of
Dr. Rajendra
Sahu, famous
orthopedic sur-
geon of Korba
and Dr. Jyoti
Sahu, who is
serving as a fe-
male medical of-

ficer in Medical College,
Korba. Dr. Sahu's husband
Dr. Anupam Anand is
studying in MCh Urology
in Medical College,
Calcutta and her younger

brother is also studying in
his final year in Medical
College, Raipur. Dr. Sahu
has given the credit of his
success to her teachers and
family. Sahu completed
MBBS and MD from
Jawaharlal Nehru Medical
College affiliated to Datta
Meghe Institute of Medical
Sciences, Wardha. Her
paper has also been pub-
lished in the International
Journal about the study of
various types of wounds
and diseases in the alimen-
tary canal through endo-
scopic biopsy.

Central Chronicle News

Bhond, Jun 10: Bastar
MLA Lakeshwar Baghel
has appointed his represen-
tatives at block level in zone
and division for the smooth
functioning of organization
and for the fast redressal of
public grievances. Those ap-
pointed are Shobharam
Markande, Mansingh
Kawasi and Baijnath
Mourya. These representa-

tives will work at village
level to ensure that public
welfare programmes of the
government benefit every
person. These party work-
ers are active in working
with poor people and farm-
ers so that they keep their
faith on the government. All
these representatives ex-
pressed their gratitude to-
wards MLA Baghel and
pledged to keep working to-
wards welfare of the people.

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 10: The
Anganwadi workers and
assistants of the district
submitted a memoran-
dum in the name of the
Chief Minister on June 8
holding a one-day sit-in
demonstration regarding
their six-point demands.

Further strategy is
being made after the
demonstration organized
under the banner of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Anganwadi Workers
Sahayika Sangh.

Even after the phased
agitation, there will be an
indefinite strike for the

demands. District
President Premvati Nag
told that all the organiza-
tions of the worker-assis-
tant union of the state
are uniting and agitating
this time.

The memorandum was
handed over after a one-
day sit-in demonstration
by taking a mass holiday
for its 6-point demand.
After this, a phased
movement will be car-
ried out, even after this, if
the demands are not de-
cided, then the operation
of the centers will be
stopped by indefinite agi-
tation.

They informed that

among their main de-
mands is that they
should be declared as
government employees.
Like MP and other states,
honorarium should be
approved by the govern-
ment here too. Upgrade
as a nursery teacher ac-
cording to the public
manifesto.

Policy should be pre-
scribed for group insur-
ance, monthly pension.
Along with converting
the Mini Anganwadi
Center into a full-fledged
Anganwadi, the dress
code for the supervisor is
included and other de-
mands are included.

Central Chronicle News

Dhmatari, Jun 10:
Dhamtari is one such dis-
trict in the state, where a
record of illegal registra-
tion and plotting is being re-
coded. The land mafia ac-
tive in this spree has done
this under the guise of get-
ting exemption of registry
in lands below five dec-
imels. On the other hand,
many people bought land
and registered them by-
passing laws.

After the corona pandem-
ic this business has
boomed, and according to
the old guideline sale and
purchase of land, people
are now investing money
freely in real estates, and
they after purchasing agri-

culture lands at marginal
price, are cutting them into
plots and reselling them
making good profits. In
such a situation, there has
been a record registration
as compared to last year.
According to a report in
2021-22, for the registry the
department was targeted to
get revenue of 36 crore 80
lakh, but in lieu of this the
goal of redressal registry
has been achieved fully.
According to resources, last
year 678 in Kurud and 720 in
Dhamtari and 116 in Nagri
town did land registration,
whereas in April 2021, due
to record registry ten thou-
sand seven fifty nine people
made land registrations,
out of which maximum five
thousand one ninety eight

registry happened in
Dhamtari Tehsil. In this
way Dhamtari registry of-
fice generated a revenue
worth 21 crore 43 lakh five
thousand twenty seven ru-
pees, while Kurud office
generated revenue worth 12
crore, one lakh, eighty none
thousand and one twenty
nine rupees, accumulating
a net worth of 36 crore, 34
lakh 53 thousand and eight
twenty seven rupees.

Arrears payment of crores
sanctioned against rules!

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Jun 10:
Recovery of arrears worth
crores of rupees against
the rules, in the region has
come to fore. District
Education Officers of the
State Pre-teacher Cadre
Panchayat/Urban has
recorded the payment of
arrears after promotion to
the body (education person-
nel) after promotion / time
scale / resignation from
lower post to higher post.

In this episode, the
District Education Officer
of Gariaband district has
also been ordered, under
which it has been learned
from reliable sources that
in the five development
blocks of the district-

Fingeshwar Chura,
Gariaband Mainpur and
Devbhog, hundreds of low
posts have been promoted
to high posts or after resign-
ing from the lower posts.
Hundreds of teachers ap-
pointed without depart-
mental permission in high-
er posts than L. B. Under
the guise of commission by
the Development Block
Education Officers to the
cadre, without the permis-
sion of the department, the
government has suffered fi-
nancial loss of crores of ru-
pees by paying arrears
amount of crores of rupees
without checking the serv-
ice book from the fund and
account without the per-
mission of the department.

On doing so, it was in-

formed that detailed infor-
mation regarding arrears
payment has been called
from all the Block
Education Officers and
Drawing Disbursement
Officers of the district
within two days. The peo-
ple's representatives of the
area have demanded from
the District Collector,
Gariaband, District
Education Officer,
Gariaband and Education
Minister Premsai Singh
Tekam that strict action
should be taken against the
then Development Block
Education Officer and
District Treasury Officer,
who paid arrears of crores
of rupees against the rules
and the arrears amount
paid against the rules.

District level credit outreach
program organized

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jun 10: Under
the Amrit Mahotsav cele-
brations, a district level
credit outreach pro-
gramme was organized in
the District Panchayat
Auditorium here under
the chief hospitality of
Collector Kuldeep
Sharma, during which
District Panchayat CEO
Kunal Dudawat and
Regional Manager of
Chhattisgarh State Rural
Bank Balram Mishra
were present.

Collector Kuldeep
Sharma asked the people
present in the programme
to be aware to avoid cyber
frauds that happen
through phone calls, on-

line and he asked all the
banks present to provide
information about benefi-
ciary oriented schemes to
the people in the bank it-
self. Loans worth more
than Rs 50 crore were
sanctioned and mobilized

under the program.
In the program, District

Lead Bank Manager Vikas
Kumar Gupta gave de-
tailed information regard-
ing various loan schemes
like Kisan Credit Card,
Prime Minister's

Employment Loan
Program, Chief Minister's
Employment Loan, Prime
Minister's Security
Insurance, Prime
Minister Jeevan Jyoti
Bima, Atal Pension
Yojana, Fake Chit Fund
Company. Along with this,
guidance was also given
for personality develop-
ment, moral upliftment to
increase morale.

Apart from this, infor-
mation about how to con-
duct business was given to
all the beneficiaries.
During the program,
Collector Sharma gave
loan sanction letters to
various beneficiaries as
well as the branch manag-
er was rewarded for excel-
lent work.
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LS MP Baij and Mandavi flag off
mobile blood donation van

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, Jun 10: MP
Bastar Parliamentary
Constituency Deepak Baij
and MLA and Vice
President Bastar
Development Authority
(BDA) Vikram Mandavi
flagged off the mobile
blood donation van on
June 8th in Hari
Collectorate premises here.

Before this, he visited
the mobile blood donation
Van and inquired about
the necessary equipment
and facilities. District
Panchayat President
Shankar Kudiyam,
Municipal Council
President Benhur
Rawatia, District
Panchayat member and

Bastar Development
Authority member Neena
Rawatiya Udde, Public
Representatives of the
area and Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara,
Superintendent of Police
Anjaneya Varshney,

Additional Superintendent
of Police Pankal Shukla,
CEO, District Panchayat
Ravi Kumar Sahu and offi-
cers of district administra-
tion were present.

On this occasion, Civil
Surgeon District Hospital

Dr. Abhay Tomar in-
formed that earlier in the
district blood donation fa-
cility was available only
in the district
hospital,but now blood
donation will be promot-
ed in different areas of
the district through mo-
bile blood donation van,
due to which the avail-
ability of blood will be en-
sured to other needy pa-
tients including the pa-
tients undergoing major
and minor operations in
the district hospital.

He said that on the very
first day on June 8, 20
units of blood were collect-
ed from the said mobile
blood donation van at
Bhairamgarh Community
Health Center.

Commissioner and Collector inspect Tehsil office
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jun 10:
Commissioner Dr. Sanjay
Alang along with Collector
Dr. Saransh Mitter con-
ducted a surprise inspec-
tion of Kota and Belgahna
Tehsil office here on
Thursday. This inspection
was done to provide quick
benefits of government
services to the beneficiar-
ies, farmers and general
public under annual in-
spection roster and admin-
istrative strengthening.

During this, the revenue
cases like transfer, division,
demarcation, diversion,
record rectification etc.
were reviewed and instruc-
tions were given to resolve
the revenue cases outside
the time limit on priority
basis. During the inspec-
tion, the Commissioner
where he closely observed

the maintenance of rev-
enue records and docu-
ments in the Tehsil office,
while discussing with the
parties and advocates pres-
ent, inquired about the
working of the Tehsil.

The lawyers of Kota
Tehsil demanded to ensure
necessary arrangements
for the hearing of Nazul
cases and to make neces-
sary arrangements to expe-
dite the cases of lease re-
newal, distribution, demar-
cation etc. On which the
Divisional Commissioner
took cognizance and direct-
ed for necessary action.
During this, the commis-
sioner assured to make bet-
ter arrangements for the
sitting of advocates in the
tehsil office. During this,
Dr. Alang and Dr. Mitter
also distributed loan book
and Kisan book to the
farmers.

Illegal registration and plotting recorded

What officer says
Registry is being done in

accordance to government
guidelines and no complaints
have been received against ille-
gal plotting and higher authori-
ties will be informed if any case
is registered. Chitrasen Patel -
Deputy Registrar.

Anganwadi workers
staged one-day protest

Shobharam, Mansingh and Baijnath
appointed MLA representative

Of Bastar MLA Baghel

PROTESTORS DETAINED

Police attempt to detain protestors during a demonstration over the controversial remarks by two now-suspended
BJP leaders against Prophet Mohammad, after offering Friday prayers in Saharanpur, Friday.

ON DUTY

Security personnel on duty during a strike against controversial remarks by two now-suspended 
BJP leaders about Prophet Mohammad, in Srinagar, Friday.
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BRIEF
5 killed 
 Nainital: Five people

were killed and one in-
jured when their car
fell into a gorge here,
police said on
Friday.The incident oc-
curred on Thursday
night in the
Okhalkanda area
when the car was
going to Gurdwara
Reetha Sahib from
Haldwani, Senior
Superintendent of
Police Pankaj Bhatt
said. Five passengers
were killed on the spot
and the injured driver
was rushed to a hospi-
tal, the SSP said.
Earlier on Thursday,
five people had been
killed when a utility
vehicle fell into a gorge
in the Tehri district.

Mock fire drill 
 New Delhi: The fire

that broke out on the
fourth floor of the
Union Public Service
Commission’s build-
ing on Shahjahan
Road in central Delhi
on Friday afternoon
turned out to be a
mock drill, officials
said. Earlier, the fire
department said that
the information re-
garding the blaze
was received around
3.10 pm, following
which four to five
fire tenders were
rushed to the spot.

‘Hybrid’ terrorists 
 Srinagar: Security

forces arrested two
‘hybrid terrorists’
linked to the banned
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT)
outfit in Sopore area
of Baramulla district
in Jammu and
Kashmir, officials said
on Friday. The terror-
ists were arrested at a
check point jointly set
up by the police, CRPF
and Army at Gurseer
in Sopore area late on
Thursday night, the
officials said.

Four remanded
 Erode: The police said

on Friday they have
sought from two infer-
tility cure hospitals in
the district a detailed
list of ovum (egg)
donors with aadhaar
numbers and residen-
tial addresses, after a
minor girl was forced
to donate her eggs.
Based on a complaint
from relatives of the
girl who was forced to
donate eggs eight
times by her mother,
the latter’s paramour,
a woman broker and
an auto-driver.

Acid thrown
 Bengaluru: A jilted

lover allegedly threw
acid on a woman for
turning down his
marriage proposal at
Sarakki in the city on
Friday morning, po-
lice said. The 32-year-
old woman, a divorcee
with three children,
sustained injuries in
her right eye and is
under treatment in a
private hospital, they
said. The accused
Ahmed, aged 36, has
been arrested.

Complaint 
 Muzaffarpur: A com-

plaint was on Friday
filed at a court here
against suspended BJP
spokespersons Nupur
Sharma and Naveen
Jindal who were in
news for their deroga-
tory statements
against Prophet
Mohammad. The peti-
tion was filed before
the Chief Judicial
Magistrate’s court by
social activist M Raju
Naiyer who has also
named as a co-accused
religious leader Swami
Yati Narsinghanand
whose similar incendi-
ary statement has
gone viral on the so-
cial media.

Bhaderwah/Srinagar,
June 10 (PTI): Tension
mounted in Jammu’s
Bhaderwah and some
areas of Kishtwar prompt-
ing authorities to impose a
curfew while parts of
Kashmir observed a shut-
down over the controver-
sial remarks against
Prophet Mohammad by
two now-suspended BJP
leaders, officials said on
Friday.

Internet services were
snapped in the Bhaderwah
and Kishtwar towns and
Srinagar city of Kashmir
as a precautionary meas-
ure. Mobile Internet was
also suspended in parts of
Kashmir, they said.

Sporadic incidents of
stone-pelting were report-
ed in Bhaderwah town.
Some people, violating re-
strictions, came out on the
streets and threw stones at
security forces while rais-
ing slogans.

There was a minor inci-
dent of stone-pelting in
Bhaderwah town but it
has been brought under
control. No one was in-
jured, a senior officer told
PTI.

The protest started in
Baderwah town of Doda
on Thursday when hun-
dreds of people staged a
sit-in against the remarks
made by now-suspended
BJP leaders Nupur
Sharma and Naveen
Jindal against Prophet
Mohammad.

After intense negotia-
tions, the protestors
agreed to clear the road
and entered the neigh-
bouring Jama Masjid.
Purported video clips of
the inflammatory speech-
es went viral on social
media. The police have
registered a case and
warned people against
taking the law into their
own hands.

However, tension in-
creased around midnight
when two women, who
came out of the mosque,
claimed that they were
roughed up by the security
forces who were imple-
menting the curfew in the
town.

Stones were pelted at the
security forces who had to
later lob tear gas shells
and resort to lathi charge.

Tension eased after sen-
ior officials, including the
additional deputy commis-
sioner, assured the protes-
tors that an enquiry would
be held to probe into the al-
legations levelled by the
two women.

Additional Director
General (ADG) of Police
Mukesh Singh visited the
Baderwah town along
with the Divisional
Commissioner of Jammu,
Ramesh Kumar, and other
officials to assess the situa-
tion.

Curfew in tense Doda,
Kishtwar districts

Internet suspended in Bhaderwah, parts of Kashmir

Chennai, Jun 10 (PTI):

The Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment on Friday an-
nounced that an ordi-
nance would soon be
promulgated to take on
online rummy and consti-
tuted a committee led by a
retired judge to look into
the matter and make rec-
ommendations to the state
within 2 weeks.

Pointing to continuing
incidents of some people
ending their lives after los-
ing money in card game
‘rummy,’ played online,
Chief Minister M K Stalin
has ordered setting up a
panel headed by Justice K
Chandru, retired judge of
the Madras High Court,
an official release here
said. By collating data, the
committee would look
into aspects including fi-

nancial losses caused by
online rummy and conse-
quent huge risk factors
like suicidal tendencies.
Also, it would study the so-
cietal impact of advertise-
ments promoting the card
game and evaluate its
overall impact.

Based on the panel’s re-
port, “an ordinance will
be promulgated soon to
find an immediate solu-
tion to this social prob-
lem.” This would serve as
a model law for other state
governments to follow, the
release said.

The committee would
submit its report, making
recommendations to the
government within 2
weeks. Technology expert
Sankararaman (IIT), Dr
Lakshmi Vijayakumar,
(Psychiatrist and founder
of NGO, Sneha),

Additional Director
General of Police, Vinit
Dev Wankhede are the
other members of the
panel.

In 2021, the Tamil Nadu
government had enacted a
legislation banning online
rummy. Subsequently, the
Madras High Court had
set aside that law. The
court, among other as-
pects, had said that the
law lacked scientific data.
On November 13, 2021, the
state government had
filed an appeal in the
Supreme Court challeng-
ing the High Court ver-
dict. The plea is yet to
come up for hearing.
Similar laws passed by
states including
Karnataka had been
struck down by the High
Courts of the respective
states.

Ordinance soon to corner
online card games: TN Govt

Panaji, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Goa Tourism Minister
Rohan Khaunte on Friday
said the beaches in the
state should be restored to
their past glory with the
active participation of all
stakeholders.

The minister said the
coastal state needs to fight
the challenges on its
shoreline, including the
environmental degrada-
tion, and the tourism sec-
tor should not meet the
same fate as the mining
industry.

The state government
and stakeholders should
start thinking on how
beaches should be, he
said.

The real challenge is to
make the beaches how
they were in the past. We
need to restore their past
glory, Khaunte said.

The state needs to also
give a sense of security to
tourists while creating the
infrastructure required
for the growth of the sec-
tor, he said.

People from outside the
state work as touts, pimps
and open illegal massage
parlours and misguide
tourists, Khaunte said.

The minister further
said that the traffic police
are seen selectively issu-
ing challans to tourists.

We had a meeting with
the DGP and other offi-
cials asking the police to
stop harassing tourists, he
said.

Speaking about basic
amenities on beaches,
Khaunte said that the
tourism department plans
to have two model beach
stretches by September,
where all amenities would
be provided.

Goa’s beaches should be restored
to their past glory: Minister

Bhopal, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Emphasising on the
need for soil conserva-
tion, Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan said Isha
Foundation founder
Sadguru Jaggi Vasudev
has shown the power of
Indian soil to the world
and the state will work
step by step in his cam-
paign.

Sadhguru, who is on a
100-day motorcycle jour-
ney passing through 27
countries as part of his
Save Soil’ campaign, ar-
rived in Bhopal on
Thursday evening and
was welcomed by the
chief minister.
Addressing the ‘Mitti
Bachao Jan-Jagran’ pro-
gramme organised in the

presence of Sadhguru at
Motilal Nehru Stadium
here, Chouhan said the
fertility of soil is decreas-
ing and Madhya Pradesh
will work step by step
with the cooperation of
people in Sadhguru’s save
soil campaign.

We have planted
saplings around
Narmada river. A big tree
gives shelter to lakhs of
animals. All living beings
have a right on this earth.
Our goal is to strengthen
the ecosystem by main-
taining the natural bal-
ance, the chief minister
said. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Sadhguru said
soil is important for all
living beings and one
must take a pledge to
make every effort for soil
conservation.

MP will work step 
by step in Sadhguru’s save
soil campaign: Chouhan

Mumbai, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Hours after a single
bench of the Bombay
High Court on Friday re-
jected Maharashtra min-
ister Nawab Malik’s plea
seeking temporary re-
lease from jail to enable
him to cast his vote in the
Rajya Sabha elections,
voting for which is under-
way, another bench of the
high court refused to en-
tertain his petition.

A single bench presided
over by Justice Bharati
Dangre refused an imme-
diate hearing to Malik
saying there was no ques-
tion of sending him for
casting his vote with a po-
lice escort when permis-
sion for the same had

been refused by the spe-
cial court. Voting for six
seats of Rajya Sabha from
the state, which began at
the Vidhan Bhavan here
at 9 am, will continue till 4
pm. Malik, an NCP leader,
is currently in jail in a
money laundering case.
He was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) on February 23 this
year in connection with a
money laundering probe
linked to the activities of
fugitive gangster Dawood
Ibrahim and his aides.

“The special court’s
order will have to be
quashed (if any relief was
to be granted),” Justice
Dangre said. Malik’s
counsel Taraq Sayed ap-
proached Justice

Dangre’s court after a
bench of Justice P D Naik
earlier in the day had re-
fused to allow the minis-
ter to step out of custody
under police escort or pro-
tection and go to the
Vidhan Bhavan to cast his
vote.

On Thursday, a special
court had rejected Malik’s
petition seeking that he be
either released on a tem-
porary bail for a day or be
permitted to go with po-
lice escort for voting.

After that,Malik had
moved the high court
with a plea seeking simi-
lar reliefs. On Friday, sen-
ior counsel Amit Desai,
however, argued before
Justice Naik that Malik
was not pressing for bail.

Another bench of Bombay 
HC refuses to hear Malik’s plea 

Seeking release from jail to cast vote in RS polls

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI):

Most of the historians
in India have given promi-
nence to recording the his-
tory of Mughals only, ig-
noring the glorious rules
of many empires like
Pandyas and Cholas,
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said on Friday
and asserted that “nobody
can stop us from writing
history as we are inde-
pendent now”.

Asking historians to re-
vive the glory of the past
for the present, Shah,
while releasing the book
‘Maharana: Sahastra
Varsha Ka Dharma
Yuddha’, said history is
not written at the behest of
the governments and
other books but on the
basis of factual events.

Speaking in Hindi, the

home minister also said
many Indian kings had
fought invaders and pro-
tected their territories by
defeating them bravely but
unfortunately this has not
found a place in great de-
tail in the history so far.

The battle fought for the
protection of the culture,
language and religion for
1,000 years has not gone in
vain as “India is again
standing with respect be-
fore the world now and the
country’s glory is recog-
nised’, he said.

“I want to tell the histo-
rians. We have many em-
pires but historians have
concentrated only on the
Mughals and wrote mostly
about them. The Pandya
empire ruled for 800 years.
The Ahom empire ruled
Assam for 650 years. They
(Ahoms) had even defeat-

ed Bakhtiyar Khalji,
Aurangzeb and kept
Assam sovereign. The
Pallava Empire ruled for
600 years. The Cholas
ruled for 600 years.

“The Mauryas ruled the
whole country — from
Afghanistan to Lanka for
550 years. The Satvahanas
ruled for 500 years. The
Guptas ruled for 400 years
and (Gupta emperor)
Samudragupta had for the
first time visioned a unit-
ed India and established
an empire with the whole
country. But there is no
reference book on them,”
he said.

The home minister said
reference books should be
written on these empires
and if they are
written,”the history
which we believe wrong
will gradually fade away

and the truth will
emerge”.

For this, he said, there is
a need to start work by
many people.

“By keeping aside com-
ments, our glorious histo-
ry should be kept in front
of the public. When we
make big efforts, then au-
tomatically the attempt of
falsehood becomes small.
So, we should pay more at-
tention to make our efforts
bigger because even com-
menting on a lie also gives
traction to it,” he said.

Shah said history is not
written on the basis of vic-
tory or defeat but on the
basis of the outcome of
any event.

“No one can stop us
from writing the truth. We
are now independent. We
can write our own histo-
ry,” he said.

Most historians gave prominence to Mughals
only, little on Cholas, Pandyas, Mauryas: Shah

PPuunnee,,  JJuunn  1100  ((PPTTII))::  

A team of the Pune rural
police has travelled to Delhi to
interrogate gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi, who is currently in the
custody of the police there and
who is said to be the master-
mind in the murder case of
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala, an official said on
Friday. The purpose of the inter-
rogation is to get some leads on
the whereabouts of Santosh
Jadhav, a member of the Bishnoi
gang and one of the accused in
the Moosewala murder case,
who is currently on the run, he
said. Bishnoi is currently in Delhi
police’s custody. On
Wednesday, the Delhi police had
said that Bishnoi was the mas-
termind of Moosewala’s mur-
der. “A team of two officers has
gone to Delhi special cell, seek-

ing to interrogate Bishnoi. We
would like to interrogate Bishnoi
to find out the whereabouts of
Jadhav, who is one of the mem-
bers of his gang,” a senior offi-
cial of the Pune rural police said.
Jadhav, who has been identified
as a shooter in the Moosewala
murder case, is also an accused
in a murder case in Pune, in
which the stringent
Maharashtra Control of
Organised Crime Act (MCOCA)
has been invoked against him.
Apart from gathering informa-
tion about Jadhav’s where-
abouts, the Pune rural police
also want to know if any other
youth from Maharashtra is asso-
ciated with the Bishnoi gang,
the official said. Besides the
team in Delhi, three more teams
are out to trace Jadhav, he said.
Meanwhile, a team of the
Punjab police, which had come

to Pune rural police headquar-
ters, grilled ‘Mahakal’ alias
Siddhesh Kamble, an alleged
member of the Bishnoi gang, in
connection with the Moosewala
murder case.

Kamble, against whom the
stringent Maharashtra Control
of Organised Crime Act
(MCOCA) has been invoked,
was wanted by the Pune rural
police for allegedly sheltering
Jadhav, against whom a murder
case was registered at Manchar
police station in Pune district in
2021. On Thursday, the Mumbai
police had claimed that three
members of the Bishnoi gang
had delivered a letter threaten-
ing Bollywood actor Salman
Khan and his father, writer
Salim Khan, and it was part of
gangster Vikram Brar’s plan to
terrorise them and extort
money from them.

Pune police team visits Delhi 
to question gangster Bishnoi 

For leads on Moosewala murder case accused



Damascus (Syria), Jun 10:
Syria has suspended all
flights to and from
Damascus International
Airport after an Israeli
airstrike on Friday hit
an area close to the facili-
ty, a pro-government
newspaper reported. Al-
Watan said the strike left
the runway damaged,
without giving further
details about the attack.
The airport is located
south of the capital
Damascus where Syrian
opposition activists say
Iran-backed militiamen
are active and have arms
depots. Israel has for
years carried out strikes
in the area, including
one on May 21 that re-
sulted in a fire near the

airport, leading to the
postponement of two
flights. State news
agency SANA said the
Ministry of
Transportation con-
firmed that all flights
have been suspended be-
cause some technical
equipment stopped func-
tioning at the airport.” It
did not mention a strike.
The private Sham Wings
airlines said it is divert-
ing all its flights from
Damascus to the Aleppo
International Airport in
the country’s north. It
added that all passengers
will be shuttled by buses
between the two cities
for free. The airport is lo-
cated south of
Damascus. Flightradar24

showed no flights in the
vicinity of airport on
Friday at noon.
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SIGNING CEREMONY

Canada Prime Minister Justin Trudeau takes part in a signing ceremony and joint media availability with California
Gov. Gavin Newsom and Canada Minister of Environment and Climate Change Steven Guilbeault and California
Secretary for Environmental Protection Jared Blumenfeld in Los Angeles.

BRIEF

Lyoya shooting
Grand Rapids (US): A
prosecutor filed a sec-
ond-degree murder
charge Thursday
against the Michigan
police officer who
killed Patrick Lyoya, a
Black man who was on
the ground when he
was shot in the back of
the head following a
traffic stop captured
on a bystander’s
phone. Kent County
prosecutor Chris
Becker announced his
decision against
Grand Rapids Officer
Christopher Schurr,
who killed Lyoya min-
utes after a traffic stop
on April 4. Video from
a passenger in the car
captured the final
chilling moments.
Schurr fired the fatal
shot while Lyoya was
on the ground, de-
manding that the 26-
year-old refugee from
Congo let go of the offi-
cer’s Taser. The death
was not justified or ex-
cused, for example, by
self defence, the prose-
cutor said, reciting the
elements of second-de-
gree murder. Schurr,
who is white, told
Lyoya that he stopped
his car because the li-
cense plate didn’t
match the vehicle.

Cocaine found 
Thessaloniki (Greece):
Authorities in Greece
say four British na-
tionals have been ar-
rested on drug smug-
gling charges after
nearly 300 kilograms
(660 pounds) of co-
caine was found
stashed in a shipment
of bananas from
South America. The
suspects were arrest-
ed at a rental home
near the northern
Greek city of
Thessaloniki, and
were identified only
as residents of
London and
Liverpool, men aged
38, 45, 48, and 52, po-
lice in the city said
Friday, giving no fur-
ther details. A fifth
British man, believed
to be outside the
country, was also
wanted for question-
ing, police said. The
arrests followed an in-
ternational law en-
forcement operation
that also involved
Italian customs au-
thorities and the U.S.

Priest dead
Berlin: A Roman
Catholic priest in
Germany was found
dead a day after he
was questioned and
suspended as part of
an investigation into
abuse allegations,
church officials said
on Friday. The
Diocese of Limburg
said in a statement
that the head of its
seminary was found
dead on Thursday. It
said the priest had
held roles of responsi-
bility within the dio-
cese for several years.
The diocese said that
the priest’s death hits
us hard, causes con-
sternation and bewil-
derment, and raises
many questions.

Colombo, Jun 10:  

Sri Lanka aims to set up
a financial safety net of Rs
200 billion to provide so-
cial security support to the
needy amidst the worst
economic crisis in the
country, Prime Minister
Ranil Wickremesinghe
has announced. The gov-
ernment is making maxi-
mum effort to reduce the
impact through providing
financial and logistical
support,” said

Wickremesinghe, who also
holds the post of the fi-
nance minister of the
debt-ridden economy. “A
Rs 200 billion financial
safety net is being raised
for social sector support,”
he said while addressing
the owners of Sri Lankan
media organisations late
on Thursday.

He said a team from the
International Monetary
Fund (IMF) would visit the
country on June 20 and
hoped that a staff-level

agreement with the IMF
would be reached by the
end of June.
Wickremesinghe also ex-
plained that due to the
pending food shortage, he
was launching the food se-
curity programme in the
country. He was hopeful
that through the food secu-
rity programme, the gov-
ernment of the crisis hit
country would be able to
provide food free of charge
to 10 per cent of the popu-
lation, who were unable to
afford three meals.

He had previously
warned of a food crisis in
addition to the ongoing
economic crisis, which
has also left the country in
shortage of fuel, gas, medi-
cines as well as essential
supplies. When asked to
respond to the govern-
ment’s initiatives to com-
bat the current crisis, the
prime minister explained
the country would have to
suffer the consequences of
the damage caused to the
economy by the Covid-19
pandemic.

Sri Lanka economic crisis: PM announces
financial safety net for social security

Police fire tear gas to disperse anti-government protesters
during a protest outside the police headquarters in Colombo,
Sri Lanka.

London, Jun 10:

When British Prime
Minister Boris Johnson
survived a no-confidence
vote this week, at least one
other world leader shared
his relief. Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said it was great
news that we have not lost
a very important ally. It
was a welcome boost for a
British leader who divides
his country, and his party,
but has won wide praise as
an ally of Ukraine.
Johnson’s relatively nar-
row victory in Monday’s
Conservative Party vote
which left him in power
but in danger of further re-
bellions has implications
beyond Britain’s shores.
It’s quite hard to address
whatever international
challenges we face while
you are battling your own

political party, said David
Lawrence, a research fel-
low at international affairs
think-tank Chatham
House. Johnson has many
opponents in London and
at European Union head-
quarters in Brussels, but
he gets a warmer recep-
tion in Kyiv. His staunch

backing for Ukraine’s fight
against Russian invasion,
backed by some 3 billion
pounds (USD 3.8 billion) in
UK military and humani-
tarian aid, has won him
many fans. A bakery in
Ukraine’s capital has even
created a sweet treat
named the Boris Johnson :

a puff pastry cake topped
with meringue and ice
cream, vaguely reminis-
cent of the British leader’s
blond mop. Lawrence says
Johnson’s rapport with
Zelenskyy both quite big
personalities has been an
asset for both leaders. But
experts say Johnson’s
weakness is unlikely to
have a serious impact on
Britain’s backing for
Ukraine. Support for mili-
tary aid to Kyiv and tough
sanctions on Moscow is
strong among both
Britain’s governing
Conservatives and the left-
of-center Labour Party op-
position. I think any
British government would
have done the same,
Lawrence said. Johnson’s
woes have more immedi-
ate repercussions for
Britain’s relations with the
EU.

Boris Johnson’s weakness brings international complications

Britains Prime Minister Boris Johnson makes a speech at
Blackpool and The Fylde College in Blackpool, England.

Lahore/Dubai, Jun 10:

Pakistan’s former
military dictator
General Pervez
Musharraf is critical
and on a ventilator sup-
port at a hospital in the
UAE, his close aide and
former information min-
ister Fawad Chaudhry
said on Friday. Gen.
Musharraf, 78, ruled
Pakistan from 1999 to
2008.

“Musharraf is critical
as he is on a ventilator,”
Chaudhry told PTI.
Chaudhry, who was the
information minister in
the Imran Khan govern-
ment, was once a media
spokesperson for
Musharraf. He said that
he spoke to Musharraf ’s
son who confirmed his

illness. “I have just spo-
ken to Gen Musharraf ’s
son Bilal in Dubai who
confirmed that he
(Musharraf) is on venti-
lator,” Chaudhry said.

Reacting to reports,
Ifzaal Siddique, the
President of the All
Pakistan Muslim League
(APML) Overseas —
founded by Musharraf —

said that the former pres-
ident is little bit ill but
fully alert. “General
Pervez Musharraf is at
home (a little) bit ill
though, but fully alert as
usual, please don’t listen
to fake news. Just pray
for his good health,
Ameen,” Siddique said.

Musharraf has been
declared a fugitive in for-
mer prime minister
Benazir Bhutto murder
case and Red Mosque
cleric killing case. The
former president, living
in Dubai since 2016, was
facing the treason case
for suspending the
Constitution in 2007. The
former military ruler
left for Dubai in March
2016 for medical treat-
ment and has not re-
turned since.

Pakistan’s ex-military dictator General 
Pervez Musharraf critical in UAE: Ex-minister

Syria suspends Damascus 
airport flights after Israel strike

Los Angeles, Jun 10: 

The Port of Los Angeles
is a testament to President
Joe Biden’s unrewarded ef-
forts to address what he
calls his top economic pri-
ority: inflation. Biden will
speak at the port,
America’s busiest, on
Friday with inflation per-
sisting as a problem that
has eluded his policy
tweaks, deals brokered
with the private sector, in-

frastructure spending and
regulatory actions. The
port moved to round-the-
clock operations last
October under an agree-
ment that the White House
helped to shepherd.

The goal was to remove
backlogs of ships waiting
to dock and containers
waiting to flow into the
country, a logjam that was
pumping up prices as the
world began to recover
from the coronavirus pan-

demic. The port is now
moving out a record 200,000
containers on a rolling 30-
day average. But the forces
driving inflation have shift-
ed to rising energy and
food costs in the aftermath
of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. The Democratic
president’s speech will
overlap with the release of
the consumer price index
for May, a key measure of
inflation. Economists sur-
veyed by the data firm
FactSet expect inflation
rose at a yearly rate of 8.2
per cent, only slightly
below the 40-year peak of
8.5 per cent set in March.
The new report could be
paired with average US
gasoline prices climbing
above USD 5 a gallon, a
nominal record that is
hurting Biden’s public ap-
proval ahead of the
midterm elections. Gene
Seroka, executive director
of the Port of Los Angeles,
said there were many
levers that caused perform-
ance to improve in terms of
getting goods to consumers
and businesses faster.

Biden visiting LA port 
as high prices persist as threat

President Joe Biden sits beside Vice President Kamala
Harris after speaking during the opening plenary session
of the Summit of the Americas.

VVaattiiccaann  CCiittyy,,  JJuunn  1100::  Pope
Francis cancelled a planned
July trip to Africa on doctors’

orders because of ongoing
knee problems, the Vatican
said on Friday, raising further
questions about the health and
mobility problems of the 85-
year-old pontiff. The Vatican
said the July 2-7 trip to Congo
and South Sudan would be
rescheduled to a later date to
be determined . At the request
of his doctors, and in order not
to jeopardise the results of the
therapy that he is undergoing
for his knee, the Holy Father
has been forced to postpone,
with regret, his Apostolic
Journey to the Democratic
Republic of Congo and to South
Sudan, the Vatican said in a
statement. 

Pope cancels trip to Congo and
South Sudan due to knee issue

Pope Francis walks with a 
cane as he arrives for his weekly

general audience in St. Peters
Square at The Vatican.

S even days may be a long time in
politics, but eight years is too

short a time in a nation's history. Yet,
in this short time Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has raised the global
profile of India and restored to the
nation, in large measure, its lost
pride, prestige and glory as
Vishwaguru. As we enter the ninth
year of his leadership as Prime
Minister, not only will India rise fur-
ther at home but also in the world.
The course of India's destiny has
been firmly set. 

PM Modi's 'India First' policy - of
placing the national interest above
conventional geopolitics - has no
doubt propelled India's rise abroad. A
deft mix of hard and soft power pro-
jection, coupled with a robust
demonstration of India's expertise in
technology and its application that
will ensure the Fourth Industrial
Revolution does not pass us by, has
added heft to the 'India First' policy
architecture. PM Modi's thrust on un-
abashedly promoting India's civilisa-
tional heritage and its culture has
provided it with clout.  

Previous Governments have tried
to project India's soft power, but
those efforts had a limited impact.
Promoting tourism without focusing
on tourism-related infrastructure, or
restricting India's many-hued appeal
to only one monument, or, worse,
showcasing the lowest denominator
of popular culture as India's heritage,
restrained India's rise on the soft
power front. PM Modi has brought
about a sweeping change in this ap-

proach, enlarging the canvas and in-
cluding complementary elements.
For example, Yoga is now a household
name around the world, thanks to PM
Modi's initiative in getting the UN to
declare June 21 as 'International Day
of Yoga' and backing it up with multi-
ple initiatives to popularise this
unique civilisational inheritance of
India and turning it into a gift to the
world from this ancient land. 

In the past, 'Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam' had become a vacuous
slogan, a cliché which had lost its
strong moral connotation. Saying the
'World is one family' and living this
eternal truth anchored in India's civil-
isational ethos are two different
things. PM Modi has shown that India
not only believes in this dictum, dis-
tilled from the wisdom of its ancient
sages and contained in its ancient
texts, but also lives it. Hence, when
the developed world showed its re-
luctance to help others with COVID-
19 vaccine, PM Modi stepped for-
ward to help neighbours as well as
distant countries. 'Vaccine Maitri', in
many ways, was India's finest mo-
ment in recent times when we
showed to the world that we are dif-
ferent as a nation and as a civilisa-
tion; that we do not subscribe to the
developed world's view that 'the
devil take the hind most'. 

'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam', for PM
Modi, is not only about pandemic as-
sistance. India was the first country to
reach out with disaster relief when a
terrible earthquake struck Nepal,
even before other countries in the re-
gion stirred themselves into action. At
a time when Sri Lanka is going
through turbulent times, India has un-
hesitatingly stepped forward to help
tide over the crisis. The world has
turned its face away from
Afghanistan after the fall of Kabul and
the rise of the Taliban. Regardless of
the security implications of this mo-
mentous event, India has chosen to
provide food relief to the people of
Afghanistan. In the past, it was India
which had gifted Afghans with a
Parliament House and built one of

Afghanistan's most important dams. 
The list of India living the lofty prin-

ciple of 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbukum', of
reinstilling values in how we perceive
and engage with the world, is long,
just as PM Modi's vision is vast. For
instance, even while placing a re-
straint on the export of wheat for
compelling domestic reasons, India
has made it abundantly clear that
countries which need wheat will be
provided with wheat on a case-to-
case basis. Underlying this decision is
the deeply moral view that if the
world is one family, food security can-
not be for India alone. While other
world leaders pay lip service to values
and principles, PM Modi ensures val-
ues and principles guide India's en-
gagement with the world.  

The story of 'Digital India' is too
well-known to be recounted. We now
host the third largest number of start-
ups and boast of 100 Unicorns. We
have one of the finest UPIs which has
made digital payments far more pop-
ular than in other countries. The
world's largest COVID-19 vaccination
drive was managed and monitored
digitally. Digital inclusion has been
the cornerstone of PM Modi's 'Digital
India' policy. Unlike others, we are
willing to share technology. On cli-
mate, India has led the way on renew-
ables, especially solar energy, re-
silient development and green invest-
ment, serving as a lighthouse to the
reluctant.  

This burst of exuberance we see,
the confidence among Indians that
they can do it because PM Modi be-
lieves it can be done, is all pervasive.
Our sportspersons, among the finest
examples of 'Young India' and in-
spired by the 'can do' Modi Mantra,
are excelling and bringing home tro-
phies that we could only dream of
earlier. Bollywood is no longer only
about popular culture of a certain va-
riety. Our hugely talented film indus-
try has stepped forward to combine
creativity, culture and technology to
produce world class content that can
compete with the best globally.
Entertainment media and technology

have merged seamlessly to make
India a content sub-continent, an
ideal platform for content producers
around the world. India is poised to be
both the largest consumer as well as
producer of content. Recognition has
come, most recently, by way of India
being designated this year's 'Country
of Honour' at Cannes. 

The vastness of what India ia - and
what the world is yet to discover
about this great nation - is exempli-
fied by the gifts PM Modi carries with
him for world leaders. No two gifts
are similar, no two gifts come from
the same place. Each is unique, each
symbolises a tiny piece of the great
mosaic of India's soft power in its
truest sense; each celebrates the
greatness of India's achievements
and accomplishments as a civilisa-
tional nation. Today, India can send a
mission to Mars and Moon; India can
make supersonic missiles and aircraft
carriers; India can produce the finest
creative minds; India can rapidly
cover the infrastructure gap; India
can manage a debilitating pandemic
better than other countries and
restart its economy faster than any-
body else; India can effectively re-
duce poverty and inequality; and,
India can stand tall as the world's
largest democracy. 

As India celebrates the 75th an-
niversary of its independence, it must
be recognised that in these eight
years PM Modi has laid the founda-
tion for India's unrestrained rise for
decades to come. India shall continue
to prosper at home and India's
stature shall continue to rise in the
comity of nations. As an ancient civili-
sation takes its rightful place in
today's world, India shall be acknowl-
edged as Vishwa Guru - a self-confi-
dent and self-reliant nation that leads
and inspires. PM Modi has truly and
irrevocably changed the course of
India's destiny. 

((TThhee  aauutthhoorr  iiss  IInnddiiaaââ€€™™ss  UUnniioonn
MMiinniisstteerr  ffoorr  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  &&

BBrrooaaddccaassttiinngg  aanndd  SSppoorrttss  &&  YYoouutthh
AAffffaaiirrss..))    
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Volatile debates
No doubt the comments

made against Prophet
Mohammed by Nupur Sharma
were uncalled for, however, it is
vital to take into account how
she was provoked by the oppo-
site panellist, who made objec-
tionable comments on Lord
Shiva. Over years, to grab more
eyeballs and increase TRPs, the
debates on TV channels have
metamorphosised into warring
zones where panellists go ham-
mer and tongs against each
other to emphasise their points,
as a result, often crossing the vi-
olable line. Nupur Sharma is a
mere scapegoat among the long
roll of representatives, across
party lines, who have, every now
and then, transgressed moral
decorum of shows and issued
controversial statements.

AAaarrttii  AAggggaarrwwaall,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

Microbes: Boon 
& bane

Nature is the creator, true
caretaker and well-wisher of all
plants, animals and human be-
ings. On June 5, we all celebrat-
ed World Environment Day to re-
store our nature and stop man-
made destruction of nature. In
the name of modernization, we
destroy nature and transform
the natural beauty to artificial
beauty. We are doing research
on biological laboratories and
producing artificial microbes
which become a great threat for
entire humanity. COVID-19 is a
brilliant example in this regard
and now the world is facing an
economic crisis for the last two
years.

However, nature also takes
the burden of small microscopic
particles, viruses, bacteria, pro-
tozoa, amoeba, yeast etc., which
become beneficial and also
harmful to others. Without mi-
crobes we cannot survive be-
cause they clean the environ-
ment by decomposing the decay
plants and animals. They also
play the role of nitrogen fixers
and help us to protect our bod-
ies from other diseases, what
we called antibodies.

We have not yet overcome the
Corona virtues fully, even
though most of us are vaccinat-
ed. Now, another microbe in the
name of monkeypox has come
into the picture and become a
threat for human beings. It true
that its symptoms resemble
those of chicken pox, so detec-
tion of monkeypox won't be a
different. But we should not wait
for its arrival and instead take
precautionary measures before-
hand so that it doesn't turn out
to be a pandemic and a life haz-
ard. It is time for the state's
health department to think how
to make the people aware about
monkeypox or other epidemic
diseases or communicable dis-
eases. During the rainy season
the chances of an outbreak of
other communicable diseases
increase. Therefore, the
Government has to create
awareness and set up more
health camps with the help of
NGOs or educational institutions
with qualified educators, who
can play a crucial role to make
the people aware about the out-
break of any epidemic. 

IInnddrraajjiitt  SSaarrmmaa,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill..

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

DDhhaarrmmeennddrraa
PPrraaddhhaann@@ddpprraaddhhaannbbjjpp

41 Indian universities have
featured in the QS World
University Rankings 2023.
My compliments to all the
universities. Congratulate
@iiscbangalore, @iitbom-
bay and @iitdelhi for their
academic excellence and
for consistently being
among the global league of

top 200.

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii@@nnaarreennddrraammooddii

Our Government has successfully
changed the mindset that only a few
sectors can contribute to economic
growth. The last 8 years have seen
the rise of many new sectors which
have captured the imagination of
our youth.

AA..RR..RRaahhmmaann@@aarrrraahhmmaann

Happy to announce that @inbritish
has launched a milestone celebration
#IndiaUKTogether #SeasonofCulture
marking Indiaâ€™s 75th anniversary.
Happy to be the Ambassador for the
Season.

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr
@@SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr

And I even took selfies
that didnâ€™t involve
other people!

DDeevveennddrraa  FFaaddnnaavviiss@@DDeevv__FFaaddnnaavviiss

Met Hon Union Minister & @BJP4India #Maharashtra Prabhari for #RajyaSabhaElections2022 Shri
@AshwiniVaishnaw ji, this morning at my residence in Mumbai with @BJP4Maharashtra colleagues.

KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu@@KKiirreennRRiijjiijjuu

I truly appreciate the roles of
#ICSI in fulfilling the vision of
hon'ble PM @narendramodi  Ji in
making #AatmaNirbharBharat
and establishing India as the
fastest growing economic engine
of the world!

A ccess to fresh water is one of the biggest environmental chal-
lenges of the 21st Century. According to World Health

Organization, 1.1 billion people lack access to clean drinking water.
Nearby 2.7 billion people experience water scarcity at least one month
out of the year. By 2025 it is expected that two-thirds of the world's
population will be living in water-stressed areas. The non-accessibility
to clean drinking water exposes these vulnerable populations to dead-
ly water-borne illnesses such as diarrhoea, cholera and typhoid and
every year it kills thousands of people in a developing country like
India and affects its human resource. The world population is project-
ed to reach 9.7 billion by 2050 the increase in the demand for agricul-
tural land and its produce will further put stress on the use of freshwa-
ter resources. India being the second-most populous country in the
world is about to face the brunt of this water crisis. With time, the
problem of water scarcity becomes the problem of existence of
human beings. Currently, water scarcity is witnessed both in terms of
quantity and quality and this problem is well knitted with all the prob-
lems related to human existence. Water scarcity poses threat to the
availability of water for drinking, cultivation, land use, construction,
management of reservoirs etc. There are millions of people on the en-
tire earth who are facing the problem of water scarcity, even if they
have access to water the quality of water is very poor and it is unable
to be used. Although 70% of the earth's surface is covered with water
ironically only 3% of it is fresh water available for human consump-
tion. Out of this 3% fresh water, two-thirds is hidden in glaciers and is
not available for consumption. The reports of the world water forum
state that 1.1 billion people on earth lack access to water and 2.7 bil-
lion people face the challenge of water scarcity at least for a month in
a year. Availability of clean drinking water is a dream for millions and
millions of population across the globe. Despite this all those who have
an access to safe drinking water are not utilising it wisely by 2040
there will be no drinking water in almost all of India. According to
India's Ministry of Water Resources, India only has 4% of the total
water resource for supporting 18% of the world's population. The
World Bank's latest statistics reveal that India's 163 million population
lacks access to safe drinking water and 210 million population don't
have the access to better sanitation facilities, 21% of communicable
diseases are due to unsafe water and approximately 500 children die
due to diarrhoea each day in India. The decline in groundwater is one
of the major key challenges and it is further becoming severe with
very fast-growing suburbs and increasing stress on a single aquifer,
India is losing the ability and capacity to safeguard the public health of
the country, also failing in ensuring the farm productivity of the coun-
try and posing threat to food security and its further letting lose the
fabric of social stability. With incidences of severe drought and weak
monsoons, 60% of farmland and one-fourth of India's population are
facing the problem of irrigation and extending drought and this is fur-
ther bringing devastation to food security by the incidences of dying
crops and dead wells. This is forcing the rural families to migrate to-
wards cities for livelihood, increasing water stress in cities too. Some
farmers are even carrying out production works on farms with un-
treated wastewater that contains harmful sewage-borne microorgan-
isms and metals. This is leading to generating crops with a toxic sub-
stance in them posing a threat to public health. To date, there is no
particular regulatory framework for testing vegetables, fruits and
crops grown with the help of untreated wastewater. 

Water scarcity: A major
threat to the nation

F ew days back media was running a story that says a
Bangladeshi woman crossed the swampy Sundarban forests,

also home to Royal Bengal Tigers, and then swam for an hour to cross
a river and meet her Indian boyfriend. The 22-year-old Krishna
Mandal had met her boyfriend Abhik Mandal on Facebook. The cou-
ple got married at Kolkata's famous Kalighat temple before their love
story got viral and the lady was arrested for illegally entering India. In
her defense, she said she had no passport so she took the easier way
to meet and marry her man.  Another similar story says a boy crossed
over the river to buy his favourite chocolate from India but was
caught by the Border Security Force on April 13 and was finally re-
manded to judicial custody. Earlier, the India-Bangladesh border was
notorious for cattle smuggling where young calves would be herded
from India into Bangladesh for slaughter. Before that, the illegal mi-
gration of refugees from Bangladesh into India kept the borders in
news. Now, occasional incidents of gold smuggling and people cross-
ing over for strange reasons make news. The feat of Krishna Mandal
in crossing the Sundarban forest and then swimming across the river
to meet her love underscores the stamina and resilience of average
Bangladeshis. In Delhi, a majority of rag-pickers and garbage collec-
tion people's "men, women, and kids" are Bangladeshi. For decades,
they have collected garbage from every neighbourhood in Delhi and
lived amidst garbage heaps, sorting recyclable plastics and other
wastes to create an economy that no Indian was interested in.  Delhi's
Jahangirpuri, which was recently in news for the use of bulldozers to
raze down the homes of miscreants, is believed to be a major hub of
Bangladeshi refugees who have been able to build their homes after
decades of struggle. Bangladeshi refugees are believed to be in good
numbers in India's North Eastern states, particularly Assam, and
West Bengal. Over the decades, their existence is more or less stabi-
lized but they have not been able to escape being the pawns in the
country's politics.  Does the Bangladesh government have any stake
or say in the matter? While Bangladeshi politicians and ministers
have time to time reminded India that minorities should be given fair
treatment, the country has not been ready to take illegal migrants
back into the country. With over a million Rohingya refugees taking
shelter in makeshift camps in Bangladesh, the plight of the larger
Bengali community is a centrepiece agenda that no politician is ready
to take up.  Against this backdrop, Krishna Mandal braving the
swamps, tigers, forests, and the river makes for a stunning story of
bravery and dare-devilry. It forces us to look back at the country that
promised to be the home of all Bengalis. The India-Bangladesh rela-
tions are at a critical stage and the apparent normalcy is thanks to the
Sheikh Hasina regime that has been in power since 2009. Over the
last decade, the Hasina government has come to represent stability
in a nation of about 15 crore people with roughly 1.5 crore Hindus.  To
battle the growing influence of Islamist militancy, it raised Rapid
Action Battalion (RAB) with the help of the UK and US, but human
rights watchdogs have put the force under the scanner for torture,
killing, and forced disappearances mainly of political workers of the
non-ruling parties. The US has imposed a sanction on RAB and it
wants the cases brought to light to be investigated and people held
accountable.  Besides, there are other irritants. Over the last few
years, incidents of violence and discrimination against minority
Hindus in Bangladesh have been more frequent. Recently, a video got
viral where a Muslim woman was seen harassing a Hindu woman for
not wearing the burqa. 

Equal responsibility to look
after foreigners’ interests
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Devotees take a holy dip in the Ganga river on the occasion of Nirjala Ekadashi, at Dashashwamedh Ghat in Varanasi, Friday.

‘Prime Minister Modi has changed India’s destiny’

HHaarrsshhaa  BBhhooggllee@@bbhhoogglleehhaarrsshhaa

Competition on the field but great
camaraderie off it. What an inspir-
ing #HappydentBaatAchhiSi story,
isn't it? If you were able to guess
the two players of this story let me
know in the comments below.
#Happydent #Collab

NIRJALA EKADASHI

ANURAG SINGH THAKUR 
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Digital India Act 

Mumbai: Tata Sons
Chairman N
Chandrasekaran on
Thursday said the up-
coming Digital India
Act is "necessary" as it
has been over two
decades since the IT
Act was promulgated
and the technology
landscape has changed
since then. The head of
the conglomerate
which recently
launched its new super
app aggregating offer-
ings of group compa-
nies also welcomed the
government's partici-
pative approach in
writing the new law. "I
think the Digital India
Act is necessary be-
cause so much has
changed over the last
couple of decades
since the original IT
Act was put in place,"
Chandrasekaran said,
addressing the annual
general meeting of the
group's cash cow TCS
virtually.

Solar modules
New Delhi: There are
"no plans" to review the
basic customs duty
(BCD) levied on solar
modules and cells,
Union Power Minister
R K Singh has said. "I
don't want any Chinese
imports and want
everything Made in
India," Singh, who is
also the Minister of
New and Renewable
Energy told PTI in reply
to a question related to
the duty levied on the
two items. Last year, the
government had an-
nounced imposing 40
per cent BCD on solar
modules and 25 per cent
on solar cells with effect
from April 1, 2022.

Excise Policy

Chandigarh: Punjab
Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema
on Thursday said that
with the new excise
policy rolled out by
the state government,
revenue from the
liquor sector will in-
crease to Rs 9,600
crore, and smuggling
from the neighbour-
ing states will also be
checked. "Revenue
from liquor will in-
crease to Rs 9,600
crore," said Cheema
here. The liquor mafia
will be finished with
the new excise policy.
"Smuggling of liquor
from other states will
also come to an end,"
he added.

Import restrictions
New Delhi: Domestic
refrigerator makers
have approached the
government to put im-
port restrictions on the
product to boost local
manufacturing, accord-
ing to sources. An im-
porter will have to seek
a license or permission
from the government if
refrigerators are put
under the restricted
category of imports.
"We have received a
proposal regarding this
from the industry," one
of the sources said. In
October last year, the
government banned
imports of air condi-
tioners with refriger-
ants with a view to pro-
moting domestic manu-
facturing and cutting
imports of non-essen-
tial items.

AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV

CBDT Chairperson Sangeeta Singh flagging off the Cyclothon being organized by
Ministry of Finance, as a part of the Iconic Week celebrations under the Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav (AKAM), in New Delhi on June 10.

Mumbai, Jun 10:  

Revenue Secretary
Tarun Bajaj said tax rev-
enue collections in ongo-
ing fiscal year are expect-
ed to be far better than the
budget estimates. Last fis-
cal year, indirect taxes
grew at 20 per cent and di-
rect taxes at 49 per cent.
The tax-to-GDP ratio in
2021-22 jumped to 11.7 per
cent -- the highest since
1999. In 2020-21, the ratio
was 10.3 per cent.

The country's tax collec-
tions soared to a record
high of Rs 27.07 lakh crore
last year, compared to
budget estimate of Rs 22.17
lakh crore. Bajaj said the
government was able to
collect Rs 5 lakh crore
more in taxes than what
was anticipated in the

budget estimates for 2021-
22, he said. While we are
starting the new financial
year and are in the month
of June, I would need an-
other one month to be sure
as to how we are going
ahead with the revenue
figures. But whatever indi-
cators I have at the mo-
ment, I feel very opti-
mistic, and think this year
again, we will be able to do
far better than we thought

initially when we were
making the budget as to
how we will do, Bajaj said.
This is in spite of the fact
that there have been some
concessions on the cus-
toms duty, more so on the
excise duty on the indirect
taxes, he said. Bajaj was
speaking at the Iconic
Week celebration as part
of the 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav', to mark 75
years of India's independ-
ence. The event was organ-
ized by the Central Board
of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC).

He said on the Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
front, there has been a
healthy growth of rev-
enues. I am very hopeful
that in the current year,
the average revenues
would be close to between

Rs 1.40-1.50 lakh crore for
the year as a whole as far
as GST is concerned, Bajaj
said.

Even on the direct taxes
front, the initial indicators
are good and there should
be a healthy growth of tax
revenues out there also, he
noted. Speaking on the
economy, he said current-
ly, the country is facing
some challenges on infla-
tion, rising current ac-
count deficit, fiscal deficit
and currency valuation. I
think at this point of time,
in our desire to control in-
flation both RBI and the
government have taken a
few steps and I hope these
steps will bear fruit, and
we will be able to see sta-
bility in our macro indica-
tors in the times to come,
he added.

Tax revenue collection in FY23
expected to be far better than

budget estimate: RS

New Delhi, Jun 10:  

Industrial output grew by 7.1
per cent in April on better per-
formance by power and mining
sectors, as per government
data released on Friday.
Manufacturing sector recorded
a growth of 6.3 per cent in the
first month of the current finan-
cial year, as per the data
released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO). It fur-
ther said growth rates over cor-
responding period of the previ-
ous year are to be interpreted
considering the unusual circum-
stances on account of the
COVID-19 pandemic since
March 2020. As per the data,
power and mining sectors grew
by 11.8 per cent and 7.8 per
cent, respectively. As per the
use-based classification, the
capital goods segment recorded
a growth of 14.7 per cent, while
the consumer durables sector
expanded by 8.5 per cent. NSO
further said the primary goods,
intermediate goods, infrastruc-
ture/ construction goods, and
consumer non-durables sectors
expanded by 10.1 per cent, 7.6
per cent, 3.8 per cent, and 0.3
per cent, respectively.

Industrial 
production grows

7.1 pc in April

New Delhi, Jun 10: 

German luxury carmak-
er Mercedes-Benz on
Friday said it has deliv-
ered the first-ever unit of
AMG GT Black Series in
India. The price of the
super exclusive models
starts from Rs 5.5 crore
(ex-showroom) and can go
up depending on individ-
ual configurations.

The AMG GT Black
Series, the most powerful
AMG ever, comes with a 4-
litre V8 engine that devel-
ops 537 kW (730 hp), en-
abling the two-door vehi-
cle to accelerate from 0 to
100 km/h in 3.2 seconds
and 0 to 200 km/h in
under 9 seconds with a top
speed of 325 km/h. The
model highlights
Mercedes-Benz's rich tra-
dition in motorsports, as
well as its expertise in
consistent technology
transfer from motorsport

to series production cars.
The company said it has
delivered the first AMG
GT Black Series super
sports car in India to su-
percar enthusiast
Boopesh Reddy. "There
was an overwhelming re-
sponse from the AMG cus-
tomers for the AMG GT
Black Series supercar
since its global debut, and
we will deliver two units
of this exclusive master-
piece in India based on
our allocations. The sec-

ond unit of the Black
Series will be delivered to
our customer next
month," Mercedes-Benz
India Managing Director
and CEO Martin Schwenk
said in a statement. The
delivery of AMG GT
Black Series strongly em-
phasises the commitment
towards introducing the
most desirable and exclu-
sive products from the
company's global portfo-
lio for performance
purists in India, he noted.

Mercedes delivers first ever unit
of AMG GT Black Series in India

New Delhi, Jun 10:  

There is no alternative
to the rules-based multilat-
eral trading system, and
strong commitment to the
World Trade Organization
(WTO) is the only way for-
ward, Minister of Sate for
Commerce and Industry
Anupriya Patel has said.
She also said WTO re-
forms must strengthen the
fundamental principles of
WTO, including consen-
sus-based decision mak-
ing, inclusivity, equitable,
non-discrimination, spe-
cial and differential treat-
ment. She made the re-
marks during the 12th
BRICS Trade Ministers
Meeting, held virtually on
June 9.

To make the forthcom-
ing ministerial meet of
WTO in Geneva a success,
the WTO members need
to build trust among each
other and repose confi-
dence in the multilateral

trading system. "The deci-
sion on the matter of pub-
lic stockholding for food

security needs to be deliv-
ered in order to honour
the mandate decided by
the ministers," she added.
The four-day 12th ministe-
rial conference (MC) will
begin from June 12 in
Geneva.

The meet is happening
after a gap of four years,
against the backdrop of
Ukraine-Russia war and
uncertain global econom-
ic situation. Last time it
was held in Argentina in
2017. Further, Patel said
while India looks forward
for a fair, balanced and eq-
uitable outcome in the
fisheries subsidy negotia-
tions in MC12, the princi-
ple of common but differ-
entiated responsibility
should be applied.

"Moreover, it is impera-
tive that the S&DT (spe-
cial and differential treat-
ment )provisions contin-
ue to be relevant for devel-
oping countries," she
added.

No alternative to rules-based 
multilateral trading system: Patel

New Delhi, Jun 10:  

Irdai on Friday extended
the 'use and file' procedure
for the most of the life insur-
ance products, thereby allow-
ing insurers to launch new
products without prior ap-
proval of the regulator. This
comes days after Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (Irdai) ex-
tending similar relaxations
to health insurance products
as well as general insurance
covers. In a press release,
Irdai said that in its continu-
ous endeavour towards the
reform agenda taken up to-
wards having a fully insured
India, it has extended the 'use
and file' procedure for most of
the life insurance products.

"This means now the life
insurance companies can
also launch these products
without prior approval of
Irdai," the regulator said.
Earlier when the industry
was in nascent stage, it was
made mandatory for the in-
surance companies to take

prior approval before launch-
ing any life insurance prod-
uct. However, with the matu-
rity attained by the industry,
it is envisaged that necessary
relaxations may be allowed,
Irdai said.

"This move will enable life
Insurers to launch most of
the products (except individ-
ual savings, individual pen-
sions and annuity) in a time-
ly manner according to the
dynamic needs of the mar-
ket," it added. According to
Irdai, the relaxation will re-
sult in improving ease of
doing business for insurers
and also lead to expansion of
the choices available to poli-
cyholders. "The life insur-
ance industry is expected to
use this opportunity to re-
spond faster to the emerging
market needs, in terms of de-
signing and pricing of insur-
ance products resulting in
more choices for the policy-
holders, which will further
help in increasing the insur-
ance penetration in India," it
said.

Irdai allows life insurers
to launch products

without prior approval

New Delhi, Jun 10:  

Industry body Assocham on
Thursday said the Reserve
Bank's decision to raise the
benchmark lending rate by
50 basis points to 4.9 per
cent will help the Indian
economy in the medium
term. The central bank on
Wednesday raised the repo
rate for the second time in
five weeks. Earlier, it had
raised the short term lending
rate by 40 basis points (bps)
on May 4. Assocham
President Sumant Sinha said
through a clearly well-coordi-
nated approach between the
RBI and Finance Ministry,
Indian government and mon-
etary policymakers have

managed the challenging
global environment with
foresight and calmness.
"The RBI's move to raise pol-
icy interest rate by another
50 bps within a short time-
frame will help the Indian
economy in the medium
term," Sinha said. He further
said that inflation, though a
concern, is still within rela-
tively manageable limits,
especially when compared to
many parts of the world. "It
is understandable that there
is concern about the rate
hikes resulting in higher
EMIs, but, in the longer run,
the resulting price stability
will play a crucial role in sup-
porting rising demand, which
is key," he said. 

RBI's decision to raise policy
rate to help economy in

medium term: Assocham

Mumbai, Jun 10: 

With the onset of the monsoon
season in India, Amazon.in is
excited to announce its
‘Monsoon Carnival’ kickstarted
from June 07, 2022. The shop-
ping event  provide customers
with exciting deals and addi-
tional cashbacks on thousands
of products across waterproof
smartphones and gadgets,
consumer electronics, TV,
home & kitchen appliances,
groceries, beauty & fashion
essentials, and much more.
During the Monsoon Carnival,
customers can look forward to
great savings from brands
such as Samsung, Redmi,
boAt, Chumbak, L’Oreal, Crocs,
Hush Puppies, The Sleep
Company and much more.
Customers can save more and
opt for a wide range of afford-
able finance options such as
10% instant bank discount on
Bank of Baroda Credit Cards
and Citi Bank Credit and Debit
Cards, Credit/Debit EMI trans-
actions; no-cost EMI on Debit
& Credit cards, exchange
offers and more.  

Amazon announces

‘Monsoon Carnival’

Mumbai, Jun 10: 

Fino Payments Bank
Limited (“Fino Bank” or
“The Bank”) today an-
nounced that it has part-
nered with Go Digit
General Insurance, one of
India’s fastest growing
general insurers, to offer
shop insurance policy to
small and medium busi-
ness owners. Fino is asso-
ciated with Go Digit as a
corporate agent. The
product was launched at
an event organized at Fino
Bank’s regional office in
Ranchi. Manish Dwivedi,
Zonal Head, Shishir Singh
(Regional Head),Sanjeev
Sinha (Business Support
Manager), Dilshad Ali

(Key Account Manager),
Kaushal Raj Srivastava
(Portfolio Manager) and
other team members of
Fino Bank were present at
the launch event.

The tie-up will allow
small and medium busi-
nesses to avail the benefits
of Digit’s My
BusinessPolicy in case of
any adverse event. The
policy, which will be valid
for one year, will cover
loss or damage to the in-
ventory or stock due to
burglary, earthquake, fire,
lightning, storm, flood,
riots, among others. The
policy will also include in-
built coverages like
money in safe, money in
transit, etc.

Small and medium busi-
nesses form a significant
part of Fino Bank’s strong
customer base as well as
its well established mer-
chant network. Fino
Bank’s customers will be
able to enroll in the policy
offered by Go Digit at an
annual premium of Rs 550
(for a sum insured of Rs 3
lakh), which will go up to
Rs 2,600 (for a sum insured
of Rs 15 lakh). This will
allow customers to avail
the cover as per their re-
quirements.

Darpan Anand, EVP
(North), Fino Payments
Bank said,“Innovation
through partnerships is
an integral part of Fino
Bank’s ethos.

Fino Payments Bank partners
exclusively with Go Digit

New Delhi, Jun 10:  

Auto, home and person-
al loans have become
costlier with banks and
other financial institu-
tions increasing interest
rates following the repo
rate hike by RBI on
Wednesday. A number of
banks including ICICI
Bank, Bank of Baroda,
Punjab National Bank
(PNB), Bank of India,
Indian Bank, Indian
Overseas Bank and the
country's leading mort-
gage lender HDFC Ltd
have raised lending rates
for their customers. Repo
is the rate at which RBI
lends to banks for their
short-term borrowing
needs. In its June 8 sec-

ond bi-monthly monetary
policy meeting review for
FY23, RBI raised the
benchmark repo rate by
50 basis points to 4.90 per
cent with immediate ef-
fect. It followed an off-
cycle rate hike of 40 basis
points in May to rein in
the soaring inflation in
the country, mainly trig-
gered by supply side woes
due to Russia-Ukraine
war. Private sector lender
ICICI Bank raised the
repo linked External
Benchmark Lending Rate

(EBLR) with effect from
June 8, 2022 to 8.60 per
cent from 8.10 per cent
earlier. Public sector
lender Punjab National
Bank has raised repo
linked lending rate
(RLLR) to 7.40 per cent
from 6.90 per cent earlier.
Bank of Baroda, the third
largest bank in the public
sector, raised the RLLR to
7.40 per cent. HDFC Ltd
has raised its Retail
Prime Lending Rate
(RPLR) for housing loans,
on which its Adjustable
Rate Home Loans (ARHL)
are benchmarked, by 50
basis points, with effect
from June 10, 2022. This
translates into an in-
crease of Rs 31 per Rs 1
lakh for a 20-year loan.

Auto, home and personal loans become
expensive with banks raising rates

New Delhi, Jun 10:  

Passenger vehicle dis-
patches to dealers in India
rose over two-fold last
month on a low base of
Covid-19-hit May last year.

As per the Society of
Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM),
passenger vehicle whole-
sales rose to 2,51,052 units
last month as compared to
88,045 units in May 2021.
The two-wheeler sales rose
to 12,53,187 units in May as
compared to 3,54,824 units
in the year-ago period.
Similarly, total three-
wheeler dispatches stood
at 28,542 units last month
as against 1,262 units in
May 2021.

Passenger vehicle
wholesales jump
over two-fold to

2,51,052 units in May

New Delhi, Jun 10: 

Technical textiles is
a fast-growing sec-
tor in the country
and to further pro-
mote this, there is
a need to put in
place standards
required by the
industry, Textiles
Secretary UP Singh
said here on Friday.
He also said that going for-
ward, the government would
have to consider issuing
quality control orders for the
sector in consultation with
the domestic industry. "I do
not think we have issued any
kind of quality control orders
as far as technical textiles
are concerned. But going for-

ward, we will need to do that
also," he said at a conclave

on standards for
technical textiles.
Standards or quality
norms help the
industry tap global
markets and get
good prices for their
products.
Speaking at the
event, Rajeev
Sharma, Deputy

Director General
(Standardisation), Bureau of
Indian Standards, said tech-
nical textiles accounts for
about 19 per cent of India's
total textiles and apparel
industry. India's share in the
global trade of technical tex-
tiles (USD 250 billion) stood
at about 6 per cent. 

Need to put in place standards
as required by technical 
textiles industry: Singh

Mukti Mohan
shares glimpse

of Leh vacation
Leh seems like the most

preferred holiday destina-
tion. Riding high on

the success of
her latest

release,
‘Thar’, the

gorgeous
actress

Mukti
Mohan
whisked
off to Leh
for a vaca-
tion recently
with her girl
gang. Mukti,
who was busy
shooting for ‘Thar’
apart from other work
commitments, decided to
take a break from her busy
schedule to unwind and reju-
venate. Right from visiting
monasteries and exploring
popular delicacies to having
fun & perfect posing, Mukti
along with her girl gang
seem to have had a whale of
a time in Leh… at least the
pictures suggest so! Sharing
an interesting caption along
with a few pictures on her
social media, Mukti wrote,
“Those who don’t. I’d just say
JAAAO!! See the world with
your loved ones! Fill your
senses with wonder and
share quality time with each
other till you can! I had a
time of my life with my
school friends in Leh-Ladakh!
Love you @shrishti_dhillon
@anamika.m.yadav
@sin_shivani @khush-
bookatyal06.”

The team of director
Mithran R. Jawahar's

much-awaited comedy
drama

'Thiruchitrambalam',
featuring Dhanush in the
lead, has disclosed
actress Raashi Khanna's
character's name and
role in the film.Taking to
Twitter, director Mithran
Jawahar posted a clip
and said, "Meet Anusha
played by Raashi
Khanna."
Actor Dhanush too
released the same short
clip in which actress
Raashi is seen sitting in
the driver's seat of a car.
He wrote,
"'Thiruchitrambalam'...
Meet Anusha... His high
school friend."
The film, which will also
feature Nithya Menon,
Priya Bhavani Shankar,
Prakash Raj and director
Bharathi Raja, has music
by Anirudh.
This is the first time that
Anirudh is scoring music
for a Mithran R. Jawahar
film. The film has cine-
matography by Om
Prakash and editing by
Prasanna G.K. It has
been produced by Sun
Pictures Kalanithi Maran.

ACROSS

1. Fragrant shrub

6. Thought

10. Provides workers

14. Sports locale

15. Races the engine

16. Toast spread

17. Sail supports

18. Tie

19. Temperament

20. Desirable qualities

22. Hare ____ (religious sect)

24. Beef, e.g. (2 wds.)

27. Pack animal

28. Fragrant shrub

32. Thanksgiving veggie

34. Jazz great ____ Fitzgerald

35. Actuality

37. Skier's hotel

41. Adolescents

43. Shooter's group (abbr.)

44. Give way

45. Odor

46. Munches

48. Arrogant

49. So far

51. In the ____ (until then)

53. ____ wing and a prayer (2 wds.)

56. Car gear

58. Singer with one name

60. Zone

65. Acknowledge

66. Medicinal herb

69. Operate a car

70. Present!

71. Void's partner

72. Fine fabric

73. Pub potables

74. Be abundant

75. ____ & Roeper

DOWN

1. Buddhist monk

2. Nest eggs (abbr.)

3. Not so much

4. Poker bet

5. Fidel ____

6. Bother

7. TV room

8. Call forth

9. Off course

10. Dads' partners

11. Honolulu greeting

12. Broadway lights

13. Carbonated beverages

21. ____-service

23. Milan's land

25. Keaton or Sawyer

26. Yarn craft

28. New York baseball team
29. Actor ____ Guinness
30. Mirth
31. Female goat
33. Slightly wet
36. Starchy veggie (sl.)
38. ____ Moore of "Ghost"
39. Morose
40. Advantage
42. Severe
47. Talk back
50. Renter
52. Sewing item
53. D-Day beach
54. Bellybutton
55. Idolize
57. Worth
59. Is indebted
61. Baby bed
62. Fork prong
63. Completed
64. Budget item
67. Bullring cry
68. Stately tree
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Your intuition is heightened almost to the
point of telepathy today. Aquarius, you
may be able to sense what others want
and need even before they know it them-
selves. You could also experience a few
visionary impressions that prove valuable
inspiration for creative and artistic work.
When images well up from your psyche,
don't dismiss them as irrelevant. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Getting in touch with your closest friends
could bring about some intense commu-
nication, with many revealing some of
your deepest concerns, Pisces. Your
thinking should be greatly influenced by
feeling, so you might experience a high
level of understanding that your friends
are going to appreciate. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A heightened level of intuition and under-
standing of others might catapult you to the
center of attention at a gathering, Aries.
Knowledge combined with experience
results in wisdom today. Insights could lead
to more efficient ways of doing things. You'll
probably pass this on to others, especially
since more than one person could ask you
for insights into their particular situation. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Communication with friends who have
traveled widely could have you hankering
to make a future visit to a distant place
that you've always wanted to experience.
At the very least, you'll probably want to
take a virtual tour of your city of choice. If
you're dreaming of traveling to a foreign
country, you may want to take a stab at
learning the language. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Relationships of all kinds are likely to be
strengthened by an increased level of
understanding today, Cancer. Your
thinking is greatly enhanced by your
emotional intuitiveness, so you'll be
more able than usual to identify with the
needs and desires of those around you. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Relationships of all kinds are likely to be
strengthened by an increased level of
understanding today, Cancer. Your thinking
is greatly enhanced by your emotional intu-
itiveness, so you'll be more able than usual
to identify with the needs and desires of
those around you. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today your emotional intuition intensifies
your mental abilities, Leo. Friends and
family members are likely to grow closer
to you. You may be more aware of what
they really need and want, and they could
see you in a new light. This can make you
feel loved and wanted. The downside is
that your empathy is so high that you may
pick up on everyone's aches and pains. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Relationships with those closest to you,
particularly friends and love partners,
should be enhanced by an increased
understanding of their emotional world,
Virgo. You're likely to identify even more
strongly than usual with others' feelings,
and this could provide inspiration for
artistic activities of some kind. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Dealing with the ups and downs of other
family members could be easier for you
today than usual, Libra. You're less
inclined to be logical and more apt to
identify with what other people feel.
This will increase your understanding of
their situation's undercurrents, and
they'll likely appreciate your empathy.
Don't forget your own concerns. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today your mind is strongly influenced by
feeling and intuition, Scorpio, so you'll be
able to communicate especially well with
others. You might sense what they need to
hear before they know it themselves. This
ability could be used in many ways. It could
enhance your writing skills. If you're into
performance of any kind, it could sharpen
your ability to speak, teach, or act. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You generally like to think of yourself as
someone who faces life logically and ration-
ally, Sagittarius, but today your intuitive
side could prove a valuable resource, espe-
cially when it comes to dealing with others.
Your communicative ability is enhanced by
a strong sense of what others are thinking
and feeling. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your intuition is usually very strong,
Capricorn, and your level of empathy
enhances your relationships. Today, how-
ever, a burst of logic could enable you to
see many things in a different light. This
adds a new dimension to your commu-
nicative abilities and could prove valuable
in bringing you closer to the ones you love
the most.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Raashi Khanna

plays Dhanush’s high

school friend in

'Thiruchitrambalam’

H
e could be an old
friend you bump
into on the Kolkata

streets, a colleague you
shared a meal with, he
could tell you it was all
fine, or he might reach
into his bag for a gun -
Appearances can be de-
ceiving! Bob Biswas, a

story of full on unpre-
dictability, deviance of a
deadly contract killer with
amnesia is primed to air
on &pictures on 11th June
at 10 pm. With the versa-
tile Abhishek Bachchan as
Bob Biswas, get ready to
sink into a world of thrill
and mystery.

The adept debutant di-
rector Diya Annapurna
Ghosh brought forth Bob
in great authenticity with
an archetypal look and the
significance of every lay-
ered character that un-
folds interestingly as the
story moves ahead. Also
starring Chitrangada

Singh as Bob’s wife Mary,
who finds herself juggling
between emotional and fi-
nancial struggles while
living with a husband who
has no memory of their
life together post an 8-year
coma.

Talking about the char-
acter, Abhishek Bachchan

said, “Bob Biswas is a
carefully written charac-
ter, the complexities of liv-
ing dual life as a family
man and a hitman were
mindfully sketched out." 

Don’t forget to catch
&pictures premiere of Bob
Biswas on 11th June at 10
pm.

&pictures premieres ‘Bob Biswas’ on Jun 11

A
amir Khan's sister Nikhat Khan
Hegde, Actress, has made her small-
screen debut with 'Banni Chow

Home Delivery'presently being aired in
Star Plus. She shared her experiences on
this project.

Excerpts of interview:
1) How do you feel making your first

small-screen debut?
To tell you the truth, I was a little nerv-

ous at first. But now that I've started work-
ing on the project, I'm really excited. The
small screen has a vast audience, so I'm
looking forward to reaching out to a large
audience.

2) What made to take the offer of
Banni Chow Homer Delivery?

I auditioned for the role and got selected
for Sulekha's character. It was for Star Plus
and also Shashi Sumeet production house
so I decided to take it up. My character was
also positive towards the main character.

3) What is so special about the show
Banni Chow Home Delivery?

Banni is a unique character. She deals
with the issue of empowering women and
overcoming injustice and fear which
makes the character Banni very special.
This production has excellent actors, and
our director, Jaladh Sir, is a treat to work
with.

‘Banni deals with empowering women
and overcoming injustice’

A
ll set to release on
Friday, Telugu
movie 'Ante

Sundaraniki' is 'Natural
Star' Nani's second the-
atrical release in the post-
pandemic scenario. Nani
feels that a lighthearted
rom-com like 'Ante
Sundaraniki' will be wel-
comed by theatre audi-
ences.

"A film like this is much
needed at this point of
time after watching back-
to-back huge action
movies and after the pan-
demic, people need some
relief, a breather which is
just lighthearted, which
will put a smile on you
throughout the film and
you walk out with a nice
feeling. I mean that's the
kind of film we're all look-
ing for now. Im super
happy that it's coming out
now," Nani said. In the
movie, Nani is a young
Brahmin named Sundar
whose dream is to visit the
USA at least once in his
life. Nazriya Nazim who
played his love interest as
Leela aims to become a
popular photographer.
The two different worlds
of Sundar and Leela, their
love story and the fun in
the journey together is de-
picted interestingly in
'Ante Sundaraniki'.

While in the past there
have been protests by
Brahmin organisations
over caricaturing and deni-
grating the community in
some Telugu films, Nani

who portrays the travails of
a Brahmin youth in love
with a Christian girl is con-
fident that his movie will
not annoy the community.
"Not at all. Because we did-
n't exaggerate or mock any-
one. Or it's not a loud kind
of comedy. It's a very realis-
tic approach. And we're not
discussing the religion.
We're discussing people
here. So I'm not worried
about it at all," he said.

Nani confident that
‘Ante Sundaraniki’ will
not annoy Brahmins
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New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Regular skipper Rohit
Sharma and KL Rahul are
quite few notches above
him in terms of sheer qual-
ity and Ishan Kishan
knows only too well that he
can't just ask the "world
class" batters to "drop
themselves" from playing
XI in order to accommo-
date him.

The Indian team man-
agement looks at Kishan as
a specialist opener, know-
ing that he isn't the one
blessed with a power game
to negotiate the variations
during back-end of T20I
games. After his 48-ball-76
in a losing cause against
South Africa, which was
blazing most of the times
and scratchy in some parts,
Kishan pledged to control
the controllables.

"They (Rohit Sharma
and KL Rahul) are world-
class players and I won't
ask for my spot when they
are there in the team. They
have scored so many runs

for our country, I cannot
ask them to drop them-
selves and make me play in
the first place," Kishan said
at the post-match press
conference.

"My job here is to give
my best in the practice ses-
sion. Whenever I get my
opportunity, I have to
prove myself or do well for
the team. I focus more on
that on what I have to do,"

Kishan added.
For him, it is all about

performing whenever he
gets an opportunity and
allow the coaches and se-
lectors to do their job.

"I have to keep doing my
thing, it's up to the selec-
tors and the coaches what-
ever they think, but my job
is to give my best whenev-
er I get my chance," he
added.

Can’t ask Rohit and Rahul to
drop themselves for me: Ishan 

BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: Players of the Indian and South African cricket
teams reached Odisha on Friday amid tight security ahead of their
T20I game at the Barabati Stadium in Cuttack on June 12.
The two teams landed at the Biju Patnaik International Airport
(BPIA) in Bhubaneswar around 2 pm as hundreds of cricket enthu-
siasts gathered to welcome them. Fans gathered in large numbers
at the airport, outside their hotel and on both sides of the road
between the two places for one glimpse of the cricketing stars.
The players were welcomed at the airport by members of the
Odisha Cricket Association (OCA). They were taken to the hotel in
special buses amid tight security. Ahead of the Sunday's match,
Director-General (DG) of Odisha Police SK Bansal along with sen-
ior officers of the police and the district administration took stock
of the arrangements at the Barabati Stadium.

India, SA teams reach Odisha as
Cuttack gears up for Sunday’s T20I

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Veteran Indian boxer
MC Mary Kom was on
Friday forced to withdraw
midway through her
Commonwealth Games
48kg trial after sustaining
a leg injury.

The six-time world
champion injured herself
in the first round of the
48kg semifinals.

Haryana's Nitu thus ad-
vanced to the finals of the
CWG trials at the Indira
Gandhi International
Stadium here.

The 2018 gold medallist,
Mary, fell down in the first
round of the bout. The 39-
year-old tried to keep
going but after a couple of

punches struggled to keep
balance as she clutched

her left leg.
She had to be carried

out of the ring with refer-
ee announcing a win for
Nitu by Referee Stops the
Contest (RSCI). She has
been taken to the hospital
for scans.

The most decorated
Indian boxer had given the
World Championships and
Asian Games a miss to
concentrate on the CWG,
which is to be held in
Birmingham next month.

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Buoyed by the success in
his maiden Diamond
League appearance in
Morocco, where he
smashed the national
record in men's 3000m stee-
plechase yet again, Avinash
Sable is now aiming for a
sub-eight minute time.

"When I first started com-
peting in steeplechase way
back in 2018, I regularly
used to clock somewhere
around 8.29-30. I never
thought I would reach a
stage where I could rise to
the margin of 8.12 at any
point.

"That said, I think a sub-
eight minute mark is defi-
nitely possible, and, Indians
are no less capable than
their foreign counterparts,"
Sable said during a virtual
interaction on Friday.

The 27-year-old Sable
clocked 8.12.48 at the recent-
ly-concluded Diamond
League in Rabat, bettering
his own national record by
over three seconds.

Sable, in fact, pipped 2020
Tokyo Olympic Games
Bronze medallist, Benjamin

Kigen, and finished fifth.
The Maharastra-born ath-
lete stated that the feat will
allow him to prepare better
for the upcoming World
Championships event and
the Commonwealth Games.

"It was my maiden ap-
pearance at the Diamond
League and to me it's akin
to performing at the
Olympic Games or the
World Championships
final. This will allow me to
have a better preparation
leading up to the World
Championships and also at
the Commonwealth Games
in Birmingham."

Sable also said that the
Diamond League participa-
tion has been a huge learn-
ing curve for him and men-
tioned that competing in
world-class events would
allow him to further hone
his skills by competing
with top athletes.

"It has truly been an
amazing experience for me.
Competing in world-class
events like the Diamond
League made me under-
stood the overall quality of
the event and also the level
of competitiveness it

brings." "In India, when I
compete in steeplechase
events, I usually run alone
in field. However, in events
like this, one gets to know
new strategies from the
other top athletes while
competing with them,"
Sable said from Colorado
Springs in the US.

Having only taken up
running as a sport in 2015,
Sable remarked that his
stint at the Indian Army
had provided him a much-
needed fillip.

"A nine-month stint at
the Indian Army has been
the most important thing in
my life as an athlete. The
rigorous training schedules
not only moulded me as a
better athlete but also in-
stilled in me a never-say-die
attitude and taught me
never to give up under any
circumstances," Sable stat-
ed.

Sable, who broke the na-
tional record for the eighth
time in men's 3000m stee-
plechase, heaped praise on
his current coach Scott
Simmons for helping him
reach the next level as an
athlete.

Steeplechase runner Sable now
aiming for sub-eight minute mark

Mary Kom withdraws from CWG
trials after sustaining leg injury

Boxer Mary Kom after 
getting injured during her
match at the Elite Women
CWG Trials 2022, at Indira
Gandhi stadium, in New

Delhi, Friday.

Mumbai, Jun 10 (PTI) 

Former Australian skip-
per Ricky Ponting believes
that Rishabh Pant will be
"exceptionally dangerous"
on "fast and bouncy"
Australian wickets during
the upcoming T20 World
Cup, where he could be
best utilised as a floater as
per match situation.

Ponting has worked
closely with Pant at Delhi
Capitals and rates the
Indian keeper-batter very
highly.

"He (Pant) is a wonder-
ful player. An outstanding
young man, who has got
the world at his feet. And
he'll be exceptionally dan-
gerous for India, especial-

ly on the wickets we'll pro-
vide in Australia . good
flat, fast, bouncy wickets.
He'll be one of the players
to watch out (for) in the
tournament (World T20)
for sure, Ponting said on
'ICC Review'. For Ponting,

Pant's batting position
should be flexible as per
Indian team's require-
ments. "I reckon having
him as a floater. I'll proba-
bly have him listed at
(number) five in the
(Indian) batting line-up.

Pant should be used as floater
during T20 World Cup: Ponting

Panchkula, Jun 10 (PTI): 

For India to become a
"world force" in hockey
again, the players need to
focus more on aerial
skills, a vital component
of modern-day game, and
avoid coming close to de-
fenders in 'rival D', former
national team High-
Performance Director
David John advised on
Friday.

Eight-time Olympic
gold medal-winners in
men's hockey, India have
battled a heartbreaking
slump in the last four
decades but restored the
pride to some extent by
claiming a bronze at
Tokyo Games.

While the men's team
won a medal after a 41-
year long gap, the women's
team finishing fourth, its

best-ever display, at the
Olympics. "Don't try to
dribble past your oppo-
nents. Modern hockey is
all about 3D and aerial
skills. Fortunately, these
youngsters have all im-
bibed these skills," John
said on the sidelines of a
Khelo India Youth Games
match here.

"Our players are quick
and adept at attacking but
they lose the ball in the
rival D as they run too
close to the defenders.
Worse, that allows the
other side to counter-at-
tack with devastating ef-
fect," he added. The
Australian is optimistic of
Indian hockey team doing
well at the 2024 and 2028
Olympic Games as the
players will have played a
good number of interna-
tional games together.

Kolkata, Jun 10 (PTI): 

The inspirational Sunil
Chhetri would look to con-
tinue from where he left
against Cambodia as India
face Afghanistan in their
second match of the Asian
Cup Qualifiers here on
Saturday.

On an evening of
missed opportunities, the
37-year-old veteran struck
a goal in each half to give
Igor Stimac's side all three
points, ensuring the group
hosts keep ahead of Hong
Kong on goal difference
after Jorn Andersen's
team won 2-1 over
Afghanistan in the first
match on Wednesday.

Seeking to make a sec-
ond successive Asian Cup
Finals, the Chhetri-led
India would look to bring
out their best, especially
up front with the likes of
Liston Colaco, Manvir
Singh, Udanta Singh,

Ashique Kuruniyan and
Roshan Singh hoping to
improving their finishing
abilities. All of them got
ample opportunities but
failed to make an impact
as far as scoring was con-

cerned and it was once
again left to the veteran to
settle the nerves with his
brace that took his inter-
national tally to 82 goals,
behind Cristiano Ronaldo
(117) and Lionel Messi (86).

"I'm tired of answering
this question," Stimac said
when asked about life after
Chhetri.

"When he's (Sunil) with
us, I don't care if others
are not scoring. If he's not
here, then others will start
scoring. Why look for
someone else when he's
scoring two goals every
day?" he asked.

From Afghan's point of
view it will be a do-or-die
match and the physically
stronger team would look
to make it count against
the Indian backline of
Roshan Singh, Sandesh
Jhingan, Anwar Ali and
Akash Mishra, who im-
pressed the most in their
outing against Cambodia.

In such a scenario, the
onus would be on the at-
tacking line-up to "kill the
contest" by scoring early
goals, something that
buried Afghanistan
against Hong Kong.

Chennai, Jun 10 (PTI) 

The National Anti-
Doping Agency (NADA)
will collect samples from all
medal winners at the ongo-
ing National Inter-State
Senior Athletics
Championships and will
not take random samples
for testing.

There are 43 medal
events in the champi-
onships but there might be
athletes who win more than
one medal.

"We will take samples of
gold, silver and bronze win-
ners in each event, both
men and women. We are
not collecting random sam-
ples," a member of the dope

testing team told PTI. A
NADA dope testing team
from Bengaluru arrived on
Thursday, a day before the
start of the event, which
will serve as a selection
trial for the July 28 to Aug 8
Commonwealth Games in
Birmingham.

Last month,
Maharashtra quarter-miler
Aishwarya Mishra evaded
dope testing agencies as she
"disappeared" after win-
ning gold in the Federation
Cup in April with the third
fastest Indian time (51.18
seconds) ever. She, however,
false-started in the women's
400m heats in the morning
session on Friday and was
disqualified.

NADA to collect dope samples
from all medals winners at 

athletics Nationals

Jakarta, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Rising Indian badminton
star Lakshya Sen went
down fighting against his
higher-seeded Chinese
Taipei rival Chou Tien
Chen in the quarter-finals
of the Indonesia Masters
Super 500 tournament here
on Friday.

The World
Championships bronze
medallist bounced back
from behind to level the sec-
ond game but the third-seed
from Chinese Taipei was
superior in the decider with
a 21-16 12-21 21-14 scoreline
in his favour after an in-
triguing battle that lasted
more than an hour. This
was Sen's second straight
defeat against Chou in less

than a month. Sen lost to
his Chinese Taipei rival 19-
21 21-13 17-21 during the
group stage of the Thomas
Cup, before turning it
around to script a historic
triumph. The 2018 Asian
Games silver medallist,
who had defeated the
Indian in the group stage of

the Thomas Cup in their
only previous meeting, put
up a power-packed show in
the decider and mounted
early pressure on the 20-
year-old. The world No. 4
from Chinese Taipei an-
nexed three points in a row
to build a six-point lead
midway into the decider.

Chhetri in focus again as India face Afghanistan

Indian national soccer team coach Igor Stimac with team goal-
keeper Gurpreet Singh (L) Sandhu (R) poses for the media, prior
their match against Afghanistan during AFC Asian cup 2023
Qualifiers final round, at VYBK Stadium in Kolkata.

David John to Indian players

‘Sharpen your aerial skills to
become force in hockey again’

Indonesia Masters: Sen’s
challenge ends in quarters

Stavanger , Jun 10 (PTI): 

Indian maestro
Viswanathan Anand's cam-
paign at the Norway Chess
tournament suffered a set-
back after losing to
Azerbaijan's Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov in the ninth
round even as Norwegian
star Magnus Carlsen shot
into sole lead with a win
over Frenchman Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave.

Anand showed impres-
sive form with a victory
over Carlsen to lead the
standings after the fifth
round but was outgunned
by Mamedyarov in 22
moves in the Classical
match in a Petroff
Millenium Attack game
late on Thursday.

As the tournament re-
sumed after Wednesday's
rest day, the 37-year old
Azerbaijan player capi-
talised on an error from

the Indian veteran to pick
up three full points.

Anand, who was in sec-
ond spot behind world No.1
Carlsen after seven rounds,
slipped to third with 13
points at the conclusion of
the eighth and penultimate
round. Carlsen meanwhile,
defeated Vachier-Lagrave
via the Armageddon after
the regular classical game
ended in a marathon 79-
move draw. The sudden
death tie-break too was a
long one with the
Norwegian superstar re-
quiring 54 moves to subdue
his opponent.

Norway Chess: Anand loses to
Mamedyarov; Carlsen surges ahead

Madrid, Jun 10 (AP): 

Portugal and Spain
picked up victories in the
Nations League to set up a
battle between the Iberian
neighbors for a spot in the
Final Four.

Portugal took sole pos-
session of the lead in
Group 2 of the top-tier
League A by defeating the
Czech Republic 2-0, while
Spain earned a first win
and moved into second
place by edging past strug-
gling Switzerland 1-0 in
Geneva.

Portugal, the inaugural
champion in 2019, is two
points ahead of Spain and
three in front of the
Czechs after three match-
es. Only the group win-
ners make it to the Final
Four, while the last-placed
teams will be relegated.

It's still wide open,
Portugal coach Fernando

Santos said. It was the sec-
ond consecutive win for

Cristiano Ronaldo's
Portugal after it had
opened with a draw
against Spain, last year's
runner-up to France.

The Spaniards ended
their winless run with the
victory over last-place
Switzerland, which has
lost all its matches. The
Swiss hadn't been beaten
at home in eight years in a
run of 23 matches.

Professional soccer is
about results, Spain coach
Luis Enrique said.

We were able to impose
our style.

Portugal opened the
scoring with Jo o
Cancelo's low shot from a
narrow angle in the 33rd
minute, and Gon alo
Guedes added to the lead
five minutes later from in-
side the area after an as-
sist by Bernardo Silva.

Portugal, Spain win to set up Nations League Final 4 battle

Switzerlands midfielder Steven Zuber, left, fights for the ball with
Spains goalkeeper Unai Simon, right, during the UEFA Nations
League soccer match between Switzerland and Spain at the Stade
de Geneve stadium, in Geneva.

London, Jun 10 (AP): 

Liverpool forward
Mohamed Salah was voted as
men's player of the year by
his fellow professionals in
England for the second time,
while Chelsea striker Sam
Kerr won the women's
award. Salah became only
the seventh man to win the
Professional Footballers'
Association award more
than once after a season in
which he scored 23 goals in
the Premier League tied for
first with Tottenham's Son
Heung-min and had a league-
leading 14 assists.

"I have my room with tro-
phies in a cabinet, Salah said,
and I made sure that I had an-
other space for one more. I al-
ways keep space and just try
to imagine that the trophies
are going to come.

Salah, Kerr voted
players of the year
in English soccer

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
has granted interim bail
of three weeks to a man
who was arrested in a
cheating case to take care
of his pregnant live-in
partner, also a co-accused
in the case.

Justice Poonam A
Bamba granted relief to
the applicant on a person-
al bond of Rs 30,000 with
one surety of the like
amount, considering that
except for her elderly
grandparents, there was
no one to take care of the
co-accused who was about
to deliver at any time .

In view of the above facts
and circumstances and
considering that presently,
except for her grandpar-
ents, who are in their

nineties, there is no one to
take care of the co-ac-
cused/live-in partner of the
applicant/accused, the ap-
plicant/accused is admit-
ted to interim bail for a pe-
riod of three weeks from
the date of his release, sub-
ject to his furnishing of
personal bond in the sum of
Rs.30,000/-, with one surety
of the like amount, to the
satisfaction of the Ld. Trial
Court, said the court in an
order dated June 3.

The FIR against the ap-
plicant and his pregnant
partner was registered for
the commission of several
offences under the Indian
Penal Code, including sec-
tions 419 (cheating for per-
sonation), 420 (cheating
and dishonestly inducing
delivery of property), 468
(forgery for cheating), etc,

for possessing fake and
forged IDs of intelligence
agencies RAW and IB.

The applicant sought in-
terim bail for eight weeks
on the ground that he was
in a live-in relationship
with the co-accused who
was in the advanced stage
of pregnancy and her 95-
year-old grandparents,
who came from Assam,
would be unable to take
care of her in case of any
complication.

The applicant stated
that he was the only per-
son who can provide care
at this stage and assured
that he would not in any
manner interfere with
the trial and would abide
by any condition. The
court was informed that
the charge sheet has al-
ready been filed and the

case was now fixed for pros-
ecution evidence.

While releasing the ap-
plicant, the court directed
him to not tamper with ev-
idence and influence wit-
nesses in any manner and
to regularly appear before
the court concerned on the
dates fixed.

Policeman shoots self
after killing woman

Kolkata, Jun 10 (PTI): 

A policeman allegedly
fired several rounds near
the Bangladesh Deputy
High Commission in cen-
tral Kolkata's busy Park
Circus area on Friday after-
noon, killing a woman and
injuring two people before
shooting himself dead, po-
lice said.

The incident happened
around 2.30 pm a few hun-
dred metres away from the
Seven-Point Crossing
where thousands of people
had gathered to protest
against the inflammatory
remarks made by suspend-
ed BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma.

The woman, identified as
Rima Singha of Dasnagar
in Howrah, was passing by,
riding pillion on a bike taxi

when she was hit by a bul-
let as the on-duty police-
man kept firing from his
Self-Loading Rifle (SLR),

triggering chaos in the con-
gested area, police said.

She died on the spot,
while the policeman after

firing a few rounds more
shot himself in the head,
they added. The gunman,
constable Chodhup Lepcha
of the Fifth Battalion of
Kolkata Armed Police,
fired at least 15-20 rounds, a
senior police officer said.

"He was on duty outside
the Bangladesh Deputy
High Commission.
Suddenly, he started firing
indiscriminately and
walked along Lower Range
to AJC Bose Road-
Beckbagan crossing," the
officer said.

Lepcha specifically tar-
getted the woman as the
two-wheeler was passing
by, he said. Two by-standers
were also injured in the fir-
ing. They were admitted to
the Chittaranjan National
Medical College and
Hospital, he said.

Earthen pitchers and hand fans donated by devotees on the occasion of Nirjala Ekadashi, at Lord Jagannath temple,
in Ahmedabad, Friday.

NIRJALA EKADASHI

Sadhus pose for pictures after arriving at the base camp of Amarnath Yatra, in Jammu district, Friday.

AMARNATH YATRA

Govt issues new guidelines to prevent misleading ads

New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

The government on
Friday came out with new
guidelines to prevent mis-
leading advertisements, in-
cluding those targeting
children and making free
claims to woo consumers.
The guidelines also specify
due diligence to be carried
out while endorsing in ad-
vertisements.

The new guidelines noti-
fied by the Consumer
Affairs Ministry -- that
have come into force with
immediate effect -- also pro-
hibit surrogate advertise-
ments and have brought
transparency in dis-
claimers in ads.

Announcing the guide-
lines, Consumer Affairs
Secretary Rohit Kumar
Singh said:
"Advertisements have

great interest for con-
sumers. Under the CCPA
Act, there are provisions to
handle misleading adver-
tisements affecting con-
sumers rights.

"But to make it more ex-
plicit, clear and aware to
the industry, the govern-
ment has come out with
guidelines for fair advertis-
ing with effect from today,"
he said. The guidelines will
be applicable to advertise-
ments published on all
platforms like print, televi-
sion and online.

Action against violation
of the new guidelines will
be taken as per the provi-
sions of the Central
Consumer Protection Act
(CCPA). Stating that these
guidelines will not bring
change overnight, the
Secretary said, however, it
gives a framework for the
industry stakeholders to
prevent misleading ads
even by mistake and will
also empower consumers

and consumer organisa-
tions to file complaints
against misleading ads.

The Secretary also men-
tioned that these guide-
lines will apply to govern-
ment advertisements as
well. The advertising
guidelines for self-regula-
tion issued by the
Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI)
will also be in place in a
parallel manner.

Elaborating on the
guidelines, CCPA Chief
Commissioner and
Additional Secretary in the
Consumer Affairs
Ministry Nidhi Khare said:
"CCPA has taken action
against misleading ads
during the pandemic. We
felt that there was a need to
have guidelines, so that
stakeholders are aware of
them and do not violate
without knowledge."

The new guidelines
clearly define what 'mis-
leading advertisement'

means and provide various
criteria for an advertise-
ment to be considered valid
and non-misleading, she
said. It also provides clari-
ty on 'bait' advertisements,
and 'free claims' advertise-
ments, while prohibits 'sur-
rogate' advertisements or
indirect advertisements.

Bait advertisement
means an advertisement in
which goods, products or
service is offered for sale at
a low price to attract con-
sumers. Besides, the guide-
lines lay down conditions
to be complied with while
issuing bait advertise-
ments and free claims ad-
vertisements, enumerat-
ing various factors to be
considered in publishing
ads especially targeting
children.

Khare said the advertise-
ments should not be "such
as to develop negative body
image in children or give
any impression that such
goods, product or service is

better than the natural or
traditional food which chil-
dren may be consuming."

That apart, the guide-
lines provide various du-
ties of manufacturer, serv-
ice provider, advertiser
and advertising agency.
They have been asked to
indicate the source and
date of independent re-
search or assessment in
case claims in the ads
based on or supported by
such research or assess-
ments.

Khare said, "any en-
dorsement must reflect the
genuine, reasonably cur-
rent opinion of the indi-
vidual, group or organisa-
tions making such repre-
sentation and must be
based on adequate infor-
mation about, or experi-
ence with, the identified
goods, product or service." 

Where Indian profes-
sionals are barred under
any law from making en-
dorsement in any adver-

tisement, then foreign pro-
fessionals of such profes-
sion are not permitted to
make endorsement in such
ads, she said.

To bring transparency
in disclaimers in adver-
tisements, the guidelines
specify the company not to
contradict the material
claim made in the ads and
not attempt to hide materi-
al information with re-
spect to any claim made in
such ads. The guidelines
also provide for disclosure
of material connection.

"If there exists a connec-
tion between the endorser
and the trader, manufac-
turer or advertiser of the
endorsed product that
might materially affect the
value or credibility of the
endorsement and the con-
nection is not reasonably
expected by the audience,
such connection should be
fully disclosed in making
the endorsement," Khare
added.

p Bans surrogate
advertisements
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Police personnel at the site after a policeman allegedly
fired several rounds outside the Bangladesh Deputy High
Commission, in Kolkata, Friday.

Will take strict legal action against 
use of children in ‘violent protests’ 

over Prophet remarks: NCPCR
New Delhi, Jun 10 (PTI): 

Amid protests over con-
troversial remarks made
by two now-suspended
BJP leaders against
Prophet Mohammad, the
apex child rights body
NCPCR alleged on Friday
that children were used in
many of these "violent
demonstrations" and that
it would take strict legal
action in the matter.

Protests erupted in sev-
eral parts of the country,
including outside Delhi's
Jama Masjid, with hun-
dreds of people demand-
ing the arrest of Nupur
Sharma and Naveen
Jindal over their contro-
versial remarks against
Prophet Mohammad.

National Commission
for Protection of Child
Rights (NCPCR) chief
Priyank Kanoongo has

claimed that children
were used in many of
these "violent demonstra-
tions".

"Instances of use of chil-
dren in violent demonstra-
tions have come to notice
again today. Strict legal ac-
tion will be taken and not a
single extremist ('charam-
panthi') will be spared,"
Kanoongo said in a tweet
in Hindi.

Earlier, Kanoongo had
asked the Uttar Pradesh
Police to probe if children
were engaged by "anti-so-
cial" elements in the recent
communal violence in
Kanpur.

The communal violence
in parts of Kanpur during
protests against the re-
marks on Prophet
Mohammad last week left
at least 40 people, includ-
ing 20 police personnel,
injured.

US lifts COVID-19 test requirement
for international travel

Washington, Jun 10 (AP): 

The Biden administra-
tion is lifting its require-
ment that international air
travellers to the US take a
COVID-19 test within a day
before boarding their
flights, easing one of the
last remaining government
mandates meant to contain
the spread of the coron-
avirus. A senior adminis-
tration official said the
mandate expires on Sunday
at 12.01 am (local time), say-
ing the Centres for Disease
Control and Prevention has
determined that it's no
longer necessary. The offi-
cial, speaking on Friday on
the condition of anonymity
to preview the formal an-
nouncement, said that the

agency would reevaluate
the need for the testing re-
quirement every 90 days
and that it could be reinstat-
ed if a troubling new vari-
ant emerges. The Biden ad-
ministration put in place
the testing requirement last
year, as it moved away from
restrictions that banned
nonessential travel from
several dozen countries
most of Europe, China,
Brazil, South Africa, India
and Iran and instead focus-
es on classifying individu-
als by the risk they pose to
others. It came in conjunc-
tion with a requirement
that foreign, non-immi-
grant adults traveling to the
United States need to be
fully vaccinated, with only
limited exceptions.

Delhi HC grants interim bail of 3 weeks to
man to take care of pregnant live-in partner

CBSE calls its teachers, educators to share their
best work in addressing challenges in schooling

New Delhi, June 10 (PTI): 

The Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) is launching a
'Learning from
Practitioners' pro-
gramme where affiliated
school teachers and edu-
cators can apply to share
about their work in ad-
dressing key challenges
and problems of prac-
tice in education and
schooling, according to
officials.

The board will select
and support the best in-
novations through a
grant as well as a net-
work of mentorship

which will help in docu-
menting and scaling the
programme, they said,
adding, preference will
be given to proposals
that are directly in align-
ment with the new
National Education
Policy (NEP), 2020.

"On-the-ground expe-
riences, professional
practice, and rigorous
action research in class-
rooms and schools have
the potential to be trans-
lated into evidence-
based theories, policies,
and systemic reforms
that inform and guide
the overall education
ecosystem.

It is important to learn
from micro experiments
and develop avenues of
finding and adopting
new solutions to sys-
temic challenges," a sen-
ior board official said.

"Therefore, CBSE is
initiating a 'Learning
from Practitioners'
Program where affiliat-
ed school teachers and
educators can apply to
share about their work.

Applicants will be ex-
pected to have piloted,
tested, researched upon
key challenges and prob-
lems of practice in edu-
cation and schooling.
CBSE will select and

support the best innova-
tions through a grant as
well as a network of
mentorship, " the official
added.

The selected appli-
cants will be given a
fixed grant of Rs 25,000
in three instalments
over a period of one
year. The grant can be
utilised towards generat-
ing and documenting ev-
idence and scaling the
program. The amount
will be disbursed into
the applicant's bank ac-
count, online.

"After the first round,
the shortlisted appli-
cants will submit anoth-

er round of artifacts in-
cluding feedback from
the school ecosystem
and the community. The
applications will go
through a round of vet-
ting where the proposed
selection may interact
with the applicant virtu-
ally.

"Proposals that ad-
dress the subject level,
grade and learning
stage, school and gover-
nance level, community,
teacher training can be
submitted. Preference
will be given to propos-
als that are directly in
alignment with the
NEP," the official added.


