
New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

A total of 25 people have
been convicted by courts in
the country for the offence
of money laundering while
more than 400 arrests have
been made since the ED
was empowered to investi-
gate serious financial
crimes about 17 years back.

According to official
data accessed by PTI, the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has filed as many as
5,422 cases or Enforcement
Case Information Reports
(ECIRs) under the criminal
sections of the Prevention

of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) while it attached
(provisionally) assets
worth a whopping Rs
1,04,702 crore as part of
1,739 orders issued till
March 2022.

The ED was entrusted to
enforce the stringent provi-
sions of the PMLA, enact-
ed in 2002, from July 1,
2005.

The law empowers the
agency to summon, arrest,
attach the assets of the ac-
cused at the investigation
stage and prosecute the of-
fenders before a court of
law. The data said the feder-

al agency also filed a total
of 992 chargesheets or
prosecution complaints be-
fore the courts during the
same period.

A total of 25 people have
been convicted for the of-
fence of money laundering
while 400 arrests have been
made by the agency during
the 17-year period since the
PMLA came into force.

Those convicted, accord-
ing to officials, include ac-
cused in cases of drug traf-
ficking, sending fraudulent
remittances abroad, terror-
ist financing and corrup-
tion in government funds

among others.
The data said of the 1,739

provisional attachment of
assets orders issued by it,
1,369 have been confirmed
by the Adjudicating
Authority of the PMLA
while it also confirmed the
attachment of properties
worth Rs 5,8591 crore out of
the total 1,04,702 crore.

The agency has been in-
vestigating some high-pro-
file people, including top
politicians, bureaucrats,
business groups, corpo-
rates, foreign nationals and
others, under the anti-
money laundering law.

PAGE 11

AI Centre 
BBeennggaalluurruu:: The All India
Council for Robotics &
Automation (AICRA) on
Thursday announced that
a Centre of Excellence for
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
would be established in
Bengaluru, with a corpus
fund of Rs 100 crore. The
Centre of Excellence will
focus on providing state-
of-the-art infrastructure
to startups in the AI sec-
tor to help them start,
sustain and conduct
research and develop-
ment, it said. 

Naxals surrender
NNaarraayyaannppuurr:: Three naxals
surrendered, while another
cadre was arrested by the
security forces in two dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh's
insurgency-hit Bastar
region, official said on
Thursday. The ultras,
Ramesh Mohnda (25),
Rajesh Kumar Mohnda
(26) and Sadhu Pallo alias
Mahesh (25), turned them-
selves in before senior
police and Border Security
Force (BSF) officials in
Narayanpur district on
Thursday, while Ramlu
Durgam (36) was appre-
hended from Bijapur dis-
trict on Wednesday. 

Honey-trapping
GGuurruuggrraamm::  Gurugram
police on Thursday
nabbed two people for
allegedly honey-trapping
and abducting a man,
officials said. The key
accused, a woman, is still
absconding, police said.
The arrested people are
Dinesh Chaudhary from
Rajasthan's Jaipur and
Nitin, a resident of
Mahendergarh in
Haryana. Efforts to nab
the key accused, who
goes by the name Tanu
Sharma on her social
media profile, are under-
way, they said. The vic-
tim, who works as an air
conditioner mechanic in
Gurugram, had said in his
police complaint that he
came in contact with
Sharma on WhatsApp and
she later summoned him
to a hotel in Sector 29.

CC

C E N T R A L
https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

RRaaiippuurr,, Friday, June 10,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

BRIEF

A family get their childs head
shaved on Ganga Dussehra, at
Dussehra Ghat, behind the Taj

Mahal, in Agra, Thursday.
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New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Election for the next
President of India will be
held on July 18 in which
4,809 electors comprising
MPs and MLAs will vote to
elect incumbent Ram Nath
Kovind's successor, the
Election Commission an-
nounced on Thursday.

Going by its strength in
Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha, as well as in many
state assemblies, the BJP is
in a comfortable position to
ensure the victory of the
candidate nominated by it

in the upcoming election.
The nominations can be
filed after the issue of noti-
fication on June 15 and can
be filed till June 29, Chief

Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar said at a press
conference. Kovind's term
ends on July 24 and an elec-
tion for the next president
has to be held before that
day. Kumar said the
Election Commission is
fully geared to conduct the
election in a free and fair
way, while all Covid-related
safety protocol would be fol-
lowed during the voting and
counting of votes.

He further said that no
political party will be al-
lowed to issue any kind of
whip. Scrutiny of nomina-
tions will take place on
June 30 and the last date for
withdrawal of nominations
will be July 2. If necessary,

the voting will take place on
July 18 and counting of
votes on July 21. Kumar
said the total number of
electors for the election will
be 4,809 - 776 MPs and 4,033
MLAs. Voting for presiden-
tial election will take place
in Parliament and the
premises of state assem-
blies, while Rajya Sabha
Secretary-General will be
the returning officer.

Normally, MPs cast their
vote in Parliament and
MLAs in their respective
state assemblies.

If there is an emergency,
the EC would need to be in-
formed 10 days in advance
for MPs to vote in a state as-
sembly or for MLAs to vote

in Parliament complex,
Kumar said.

The president is elected
by the members of the elec-
toral college consisting of
elected members of both
houses of Parliament, and
elected members of the leg-
islative assemblies of all
states including the
National Capital Territory
of Delhi and the Union
Territory of Puducherry.

The nominated members
of either Rajya Sabha and
Lok Sabha or legislative as-
semblies of the states are
not eligible to be included
in the electoral college and
therefore, they are not enti-
tled to participate in the
election.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

With the Election
Commission on Thursday
setting the ball rolling for
the election of the new
President, all eyes are now
on who will be the BJP's
choice for the top constitu-
tional post as the party with
the support of its allies has
a clear advantage over the
opposition in any likely
contest.

For all practical purpos-
es, it is not which alliance's
candidate will win the poll
but who will be its choice is
the overriding aspect of the
contest, set for July 18 in
case more than one person
is in the fray. The BJP's em-
pathic win in four assembly
polls, including in all im-
portant Uttar Pradesh
where the value of vote of
each MLA is more than any
other state, has only added
to its overall advantage.

Though the BJP and its
allies in the NDA have
fewer MLAs than they had
during the 2017 presidential
polls, their numbers of MPs
have gone up since.

A BJP leader said the rul-
ing NDA already has close
to 50 per cent of votes in the
electoral college. The al-
liance is hopeful of getting
support from independent
regional parties like the rul-
ing YSRCP in Andhra
Pradesh and the incumbent
BJD in Odisha. The BJP is
also counting on support
from AIADMK, its ally in
the last Tamil Nadu assem-
bly polls.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Thursday said there has to
be a limit to the stray round
of counselling for All India
Quota in NEET-PG-21 and
the students cannot be
given admission by com-
promising the education
and the health of people.

The observation was
made by a vacation bench
of Justices M R Shah and
Aniruddha Bose which re-
served its order for Friday
on a batch of petitions seek-
ing a special stray round of
counselling to fill the 1,456

seats in NEET-PG-21 that
have remained vacant after
the conduct of a stray
round of counselling for
All India Quota.

"Special stray rounds,
special stray rounds- there
must be a limit. For many
years, the seats have re-
mained vacant and it is not
for the very first time.

"There must be a limit to
the entire exercise. Merely
because some seats have
been left vacant after 8-9
rounds of counselling can
you say you will be given
admission after one-and-
half years in a three-year

course compromising with
the education and the
health of people? Try to ap-
preciate this is a three-year
course," the bench ob-
served while concluding
the hearing.

When the hearing com-
menced, the apex court
asked Additional Solicitor
General Balbir Singh, ap-
pearing for the Centre, not
to treat the petitions as ad-
versarial litigation. "Don't
treat and consider it as an
adversarial litigation and
don't stand on the techni-
calities. It is a question of
1,400 medical seats.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

The Competition
Commission of India
(CCI) on Thursday slapped
penalties of nearly Rs 30
lakh on seven entities, in-
cluding individuals, for in-
dulging in manipulation
in the bidding process and
cartelisation in the ten-
ders floated by the Indian
railways.

The CCI found that
seven entities have violat-
ed competition norms. Out
of 7 entities, the fair trade
regulator did not impose
any penalty on one entity.

Besides slapping penal-
ties on certain entities, the
watchdog has directed
them to cease and desist
from anti-competitive

practices. The matter was
taken up by the CCI follow-
ing an application filed by
one of the cartelising enti-
ties. These entities have in-
dulged in cartelisation in
the supply of protective
tubes to the Indian
Railways by means of di-
rectly or indirectly deter-
mining prices, allocating
tenders, controlling sup-
ply and market, co-ordi-
nating bid prices and ma-
nipulating the bidding
process, CCI said in a re-
lease on Thursday.

"Evidence in the matter
included regular e-mail
communications between
the parties and filing of
bids from same IP address-
es by certain parties etc,"
it noted.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

The monsoon is pro-
gressing normally and is
likely to reach
Maharashtra in the next
two days, the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department said on
Thursday.

The MeT office has also
warned of isolated ex-
tremely heavy rainfall
(more than 204.5 mm) in
Arunachal Pradesh on
June 10-11, and Assam and
Meghalaya during the next
five days.

The monsoon accounts
for around 70 per cent of
the country's annual rain-

fall and is considered the
lifeline of its agriculture-
based economy. Senior IMD
scientist R K Jenamani
said monsoon touched the
Kerala coast on May 29 and
covered south and central
Arabian Sea, Kerala, parts
of Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu and the entire north-
east between May 31 and
June 7. "There is no delay
in the progress of the mon-
soon. It is likely to reach
Maharashtra in the next
two days and cover
Mumbai in the subsequent
two days," he told reporters
here, dismissing reports
that its progress had
slowed down.

Presidential poll on July 18
̈ Nominations to

begin June 15: EC

Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar addresses a press confer-

ence regarding the announcement
of the schedule of Presidential
elections, at Vigyan Bhawan, in

New Delhi, Thursday.

With advantage BJP in
President poll, all eyes on

its candidate

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: CPI Rajya Sabha
MP Binoy Viswam on Thursday
said the Congress had reached
out to him to discuss a "com-
mon candidate" for the upcom-
ing presidential election.
"Mallikarjun Khargeji called
and consulted about a common
candidate for the presidential
election. I told him that the CPI
would support a common can-
didate with secular credentials
and progressive outlook. He
replied that Madam Soniaji and
the Congress Party also have
the same position," Viswam
said in a tweet. 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Setting in motion
the process for the 16th presi-
dential election, the Election
Commission on Thursday said
anyone desiring to contest
would need 50 electors as pro-
posers and 50 others as secon-
ders -- a move aimed at weed-
ing out non-serious candidates
in these polls that once saw
nominations getting rejected for
36 out of total 37 candidates.
Besides, the candidate would
need to deposit an amount of Rs
15,000 as security. The security
deposit was increased from Rs
2,500 to Rs 15,000 in 1997, when
the total numbers of proposers
and seconders were also
increased from 10 each earlier.

Kharge calls CPI MP
Viswam to discuss
common candidate

for prez polls

Presidential poll: Candidate
must have  50 MPs, MLAs as 

proposers, another 50 as 
seconders

NEET-PG-21 counselling

Education and people’s health
can’t be compromised, says SC

CCI penalises 7 entities for bid-rigging
in Indian Railways tenders

25 people convicted for money
laundering in India till now: Data

Monsoon on track: IMD; warns of heavy
rainfall in Arunachal, Assam, Meghalaya

People wade through a waterlogged street after rain at Hatigaon
in Guwahati, Thursday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The maximum
temperature in Delhi-NCR and
other parts of northwest India
will come down by a few
notches over the weekend but
no major relief is likely till
June 15, the India
Meteorological Department
said on Thursday. It said mois-
ture-laden easterly winds will
bring significant relief in the
region from June 16 onwards.
"There is a heatwave warning
for parts of northwest and
central India on Thursday but
a steep rise in the tempera-
ture is not predicted," senior
IMD scientist R K Jenamani
said. Northwest and central
India is reeling under a heat-
wave spell since June 2 due to
an onslaught of hot and dry
westerly winds. "The ongoing
heatwave spell is less intense
as compared to those record-
ed in April-end and May, but
the area of impact is almost
equal," he said. Pre-monsoon
activity is predicted over east
Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Odisha from
June 12, but north Rajasthan,
Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh and north MP will
continue to see above normal
temperatures till June 15, the
IMD official said.

‘No major relief 
from intense heat

till June 15’
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St Thomas College students take Educational Tour to Govt Digvijay College 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0099::  The Department of
Physics and Electronics of St
Thomas College is always ahead to
encourage students to think out of
the box. The Department of Physics
and Electronics went for an
Educational trip to Government
Digvijay College, Rajnandgaon with
a group of PG students. There was a
one-day workshop on Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR) which was
conducted by  Dr SK Patel, Assistant
Professor, Government Digvijay
College, Rajnandgaon. It was a joint

venture of St Thomas College and
Government Digvijay College,
Rajnandgaon  under MOU activity.
Dr SK Patel delivered a lecture on
IPR and its importance in mankind

also in research and teaching ethics.
Students visited the campus of the
college and gathered knowledge
about the history of the college.
There was a Nukkad Natak played

by PG students of Digvijay College
on Save Hasdeo. They also visited
various departments and Labs. Amit
Kumar Tamrakar, Incharge of
Department of Physics &
Electronics, Tulika Harshit, Rojan Joy
and SK Singh were faculty members
of St Thomas College who also visit-
ed along with 23 PG students. 

Administrator Ref Father Dr Joshi
Varghese and the Principal Dr MG
Roymon congratulated the students
and the department by giving their
best wishes to the Department of
Physics & Electronics.

SAIL participating in DPE's Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav Mega Show

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0099:: Steel Authority of
India Limited (SAIL), the
Maharatna steelmaking Public
Sector Undertaking, is participat-
ing in an exhibition organized by
Department of Public Enterprises
(DPE) to commemorate the
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'
(AKAM) at Mahatma Mandir
Convention and Exhibition
Centre, Gandhinagar, Gujarat
from June 09 to June 12, 2022. 

DPE, with support of CPSEs
and SCOPE, is organizing a num-
ber of events under AKAM to
commemorate the 75 years of
India's independence. As a part of
the above, one of the major
events is an exhibition on 'Nation

Building and CPSEs', where 75
Central Public Sector Enterprises
from various sectors áre partici-
pating, including SAIL and they
will showcase their contribution
in building today's India. The ex-
hibition was inaugurated by
Bhupendrabhai Patel, Chief
Minister of Gujarat and Nirmala
Sitharaman, Union Minister of

Finance & Corporate Affairs.
Soma Mondal, Chairman SAIL
and SCOPE was also present dur-
ing the occasion, informed a
press communique from the local
SAIL unit- Bhilai Steel Plant. It
further informed that SAIL has put
up a stall in the above exhibition
where it has displayed the
Company's contribution in nation

building since its inception. 
In the stall put up by SAIL, the

Company has also talked about
its diverse product range, cater-
ing to various significant sectors
of the economy. SAIL is actively
participating in the 'Janandolan'
of commemorating AKAM and is
committed to make the initiative
a success.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 09: The
Border Security Force, de-
ployed in anti-insurgency
operations in Kanker dis-
trict, successfully persuad-
ed three naxals to surren-
der and join the main-
stream of society. One of
them was an armed LOS
member, second one was
an armed Jan Militia mem-
ber while the third one was
involved in arranging sup-
plies for naxals. BSF made
them realise the inhuman
and baseless ideology of
the naxals and explained
the rehabilitation policy of
Chhattisgarh government.
The Intelligence Wing of
BSF and District Police of
Narayanpur played a vital
role in convincing the nax-
als to surrender.

Under the guidance of
IG (BSF, Frontier HQ,
Special Operations, CG )
SK Tyagi; IGP (Bastar
Range) Sundarraj P; DIG
(BSF, Frontier HQ) Dinesh
Murmu and DIG (BSF,
Regional HQ, Raipur)
Sanjay Sharma, the anti-
naxal operations are being
carried out by BSF troops
in Kanker.

Aggrieved with the dis-

crimination with local
naxals within the organi-
sation, violence and ex-
ploitation of tribals as well
as inhuman and baseless
naxal ideology, three nax-
alites active in Madh divi-
sion surrendered before
police in Narayanpur on
Thursday in presence of
Anil Kumar Singh
(Commandant / I/c DIG,
Regional HQ, BSF, Raipur),
Kuldeep Singh (comman-
dant, 11th BSF Battalion),
Sadanand Kumar (SP,
Narayanpur), Sanjay
Singh (2IC, Frontier HQ,
CG), Santosh Sahu
(Deputy Commandant,
BSF) and Neeraj
Chandrakar (ASP,
Narayanpur).

Among the surrendered

naxals, Ramesh Monhada
alias Guddu (25) a resident
of village Lanka (PS
Oorcha), District
Narayanpur carried a re-
ward of Rs One lakh on his
head. He worked as
Sangham Member during
207 to 2014. Since 2014, he
has been working as an ac-
tive member of Jatlur
Local Operating Squad
(LOS). He was armed with
a 12 bore rifle and was in-
volved in naxals recruit-
ing. During the visit of
naxals from other areas, he
guarded them and
arranged food and medi-
cines for them.

The second naxal is
Rajesh Kumar Monhada
alias Raju (26) a resident of
village Puslanka (PS

Bedre), District Bijapur. He
worked as Sangham mem-
ber for one year after
which in the year 2018, he
was elevated to the post of
Jan Militia member in
2018. He was involved in
supplying ration, medi-
cines and other daily use
items to naxals.

The third one is identi-
fied as Sadhu Pallo (25) a
resident of village
Karangul Lanka (PS
Oorcha), District
Narayanpur. He was
armed with a Bharmar
Rifle (Single Barrel Muzzle
Loading Rifle). Earlier he
was a CNM member and
since 2018, he worked as
Jan Militia member and
was involved in supplying
medicines, ration and
other items to Naxals.

The surrendered naxals
will get benefits as per the
rehabilitation policy of the
state government. IG (BSF)
SK Tyagi and DIG (BSF)
Dinesh Murmu appreciat-
ed the BSF troops for this
achievement. They said
that with its strong intelli-
gence network, BSF is
playing a vital role in per-
suading the naxals to sur-
render and join the main-
stream of society.

Contract labour killed 
in fatal mishap at BSP 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0099:: In yet another
mishap, a contract worker was
killed in Bhilai Steel Plant on
Thursday. It was the fourth fatal
mishap that occurred in BSP
within ten days. Earlier on June
01, a contract labour was killed
while another was fatally injured
in a blast which occurred at SGP
of Blast Furnace 7. Thereafter on
June 03, three workers suffered
burns in a mishap at SMS-2. Then
on June 04, four workers had suf-
fered in another mishap at SMS2.
Now, one worker has died in a
mishap at Converter Shop 1 of
SMS2.

According to information, the
deceased was Arjun Sahu (45) a
resident of Bajrang Chowk,
Dundera, Joratarai. He was a
semi skilled labour and worked
for the contractor MJ
Enterprises. The work of replac-
ing the lancing pipe was being
conducted at the convertor shop.

The pipe was tied with chains
and lifted with the help of a
crane. In the meanwhile, the
chains broke away and the pipe
fell on the ground. Arjun Sahu
suffered serious head injury in
the mishap. He was rushed to the
Main Medical Post where he was
declared brought dead.

Arjun is survived by wife, three
daughters and an old mother. His
wife Meena Sahu is also a con-
tract worker and works for the
Contractor Naveen at CED. His
elder daughter Damini is a stu-
dent of class 12th, second daugh-
ter Santoshi is a student of 11th
while the youngest daughter Ritu
is a student of class 9th.
Hindustan Ispat Theka Shramik
Union (CITU) General Secretary
Yogesh Soni and other leaders
reached the residence of the be-
reaved family and expressed con-
dolences. They assured to provide
all possible support to the family
in getting the compensation and
other benefits as per the rules.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 09: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the convention of
Dhruv Gind Adivasi Samaj
at Patan on Wednesday. In
his address, he said that
the government has in-
creased administrative effi-
ciency in the tribal areas.
Specifically mentioning
how Bastar is changing,
the Chief Minister said
that the biggest problem
faced by the administrative
system in tribal areas is
about language.

People have their own
problems but due to lan-
guage problems the offi-
cials do not understand
and are unable to resolve
the problems. To overcome
this problem, the govern-
ment has made arrange-
ments for proper training
of the officers in the local
language. To strengthen
the people financially, the
forest produce collectors
have got a fair price for the
produce. Chief Minister
said that the government is
working with a holistic
view of economic, educa-
tional and cultural develop-

ment of the tribals. For
economic development,
many policies have been
adopted to provide relief to
the forest produce collec-
tors in the tribal areas. The
effect of these policies was
visible during the Bhet
Mulakat programme in
Bastar. CM said that he vis-
ited 12 assemblies of
Bastar during this pro-
gramme, he I felt very
pleasant changes in Bastar.
Bastar is progressing rap-
idly on the path of develop-
ment. During one such
visit, a tribal woman in-
formed him that her
mahua is being exported to
England. When the woman

expressed her desire to
know what the
Englishmen are doing with
Mahua, CM told her that
she will also be sent to
England to see how they
use Mahua. The atmos-
phere of peace has re-
turned in Bastar due to
which the tourism activi-
ties in Bastar have in-
creased. Beautiful infra-
structure of tourism is
being prepared in Bastar.
CM added that during the
visit to Bastar he too inau-
gurated some resorts. He
asserted that they have al-
ways given representation
to the tribal society. Till
now the chairman of

Bastar and Surguja
Development Authority
was the Chief Minister but
he gave opportunities to
the MLAs of Bastar and
Surguja for this post.
Baghel said that the gov-
ernment is also working
fast towards the cultural
development of Bastar. The
government has renovated
1200 Devgudis. Along with
this, state government also
renovated Ghotul, which
was the center of tribal cul-
ture. Congress government
has also done a great work
in the direction of saving
the culture and has formed
an organization in Asna
named Badal i.e. Bastar

Art Dance and Literature.
Through this organisation,
the state government is
working towards saving
the culture of Bastar.
Through the protection of
cultural heritage, we can
save the tribal culture, he
said. Better health infra-
structure is being made
available in tribal areas.
During a Bhet Mulakar
programme, a large num-
ber of people requested for
the establishment of
Swami Atmanand Schools
as well as banks. It is a
strong symbol of a chang-
ing Bastar. The tremen-
dous impact of the reforms
in agriculture is visible in

Bastar. Four tractor show-
rooms have opened in a
small city like Bijapur.
This shows how fast people
are adopting new reforms
in agriculture.

Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar also ad-
dressed the programme
and said that the
Chhattisgarh government
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is continuously
working towards the devel-
opment of the tribes. It is
working towards saving
tribal culture and is also
working continuously for
economic development.
Office bearers of the samaj
including MD Thakur,
Sitaram Thakur, Rajesh
Thakur and others were
present. District Panchayat
President Shalini Rivendra
Yadav, Nagar Panchayat
President Bhupendra
Kashyap, District
Panchayat Vice President
Ashok Sahu and other pub-
lic representatives were
also present. Chief
Minister announced a bore
well, kitchen shed, water
cooler and repair of the old
building of the samaj.

CM asks kids to focus on studies and 
partake in extracurricular activities

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 09: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
inaugurated the pre-pri-
mary classes at Swami
Atmanand Government
English Medium School lo-
cated at Patan develop-
ment block headquarters.
This will be the first
Swami Atmanand School
in Durg district, where
pre-primary classes will
be conducted.

The process of admis-
sion is underway for 20
seats of KG-1 and KG-2.
After inaugurating the
pre-primary wing, Chief
Minister interacted with
the school children as well
as the principals and
teachers of all the seven
Swami Atmanand English
Medium Schools of Patan
assembly constituency.

Chief Minister asked
the school children to
study diligently. At the
same time, he encouraged
them to participate in ex-
tracurricular activities
also. Chief Minister also
distributed the text books

to the school children. He
asked the teachers to lay
emphasis on creating a
better environment in the
schools. Guardian
Minister of the district,
Mohammad Akbar was
also present.

Chandrakala, a student
of Class II, welcomed the
Chief Minister with a rose
flower. CM interacted with
the school children and an-
swered the interesting
questions. When the kids
questioned, Chief
Minister threw light on
the talent and works of

Swami Atmanand Ji.
Vinakshi, a class VIII

student, wanted to know
"What was her goal behind
starting Swami Atmanand
English Medium School?"
In his reply, Chief
Minister recollected the
memories of his school
life and said that the facili-
ty of English medium
schools was not available
at that time.

English medium schools
with teachers of all sub-
jects were available at
schools of urban areas
only while the schools of

rural areas had no such fa-
cilities. There is no dearth
of talent in rural areas but
the people lagged behind
because of language. CM
added that considering the
situation, he initiated to
create facilities for educa-
tion in English medium in
rural areas also.

Swami Atmanand
Schools have been started
on the same lines as Late
Rajiv Gandhi opened
Navodaya Vidyalayas
across the country. CM
said that, when children
study in a better environ-

ment, they gain self-confi-
dence, and self-confidence
is the biggest asset of a
person.

Class VII student Shruti
Thakur asked the Chief
Minister, "Sir, how do you
spend your summer vaca-
tions?" In response, Chief
Minister said, "There is no
holiday in public service.
This year, Bhet - Mulakat
programme is being con-
ducted across the state for
the past one month. I have
visited 20 assembly con-
stituencies of Surguja and
Bastar.

In this way, the summer
so far has been spent inter-
acting with the people of
the state."

Shailendra Devangan, a
student of class 9th asked
the Chief Minister, 'When
you were a student, how
did your teacher treat
you?' In response, the
Chief Minister said that
the teachers expect disci-
pline from students. One
should reach school on
time, follow the instruc-
tions of the teachers and
focus on studies in the
classroom. A student must

partake in sports and
other school activities in a
disciplined manner.

During a meeting with
the principals and teach-
ers of all the seven Swami
Atmanand English
Medium Schools operat-
ing in Patan assembly con-
stituency, the Chief
Minister was appraised
about infrastructure, staff
and achievements of the
schools.

While addressing the
teachers, CM said that
Patan area has been the
land of freedom fighters.
There has already been an
atmosphere for education
in the area, but people's ex-
pectation from Swami
Atmanand Schools has in-
creased further.

Today, parents and chil-
dren all over the state are
excited about Swami
Atmanand Schools. Chief
Minister also emphasized
on preparing the children
for competitions. The
school environment
should be cheerful along
with discipline. The urge
to learn should be incul-

cated in children
The campus of Swami

Atmanand School, operat-
ed in the block headquar-
ter of Patan, is spread over
about 2 acres. Many facili-
ties are available here for
children including state-
of-the-art 16 class rooms,
separate labs for biology,
chemistry and physics and
3 smart class rooms.

Here, a grand stage has
been built with a depart-
ment room, 2 staff rooms,
head master room, princi-
pal room, office room,
exam hall, auditorium, li-
brary, sports room, com-
puter lab and a large
ground. Along with
English medium, Hindi
medium school is also
being run here.

At present, 494 students
are studying in English
medium from class I to
class X and 349 students
from class IX to XII are
studying in Hindi medi-
um. Now pre-primary
classes in English medium
are also being started here
from the academic session
2022-23.

Pre Primary wing inaugurated at Swami Atmanand English Medium School, Patan

Govt working with holistic approach for cultural, 
educational and economic development of tribals: CM 

BSF persuades armed naxals to surrender 
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RAMP FOR PASSENGERS

The construction of ramps for platform No’s 1-2 at the Raipur Railway Station is nearing completion.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 09: A total
of 28 MLAs camping in
Haryana since June 2 left

for Haryana here on
Thursday at 6:00 pm. CM
Bhupesh Baghel was also
present at the Airport
and accompanied the
MLAs to Delhi.

In view of security, it
was beefed up around
the Airport on depar-
ture of 28 MLAs from
Haryana to Delhi.

It is notable here that
the polling for Rajya
Sabha seats in Haryana
is to be held on June 10.
It is in order to avoid
cross-voting that the 28
Congress MLAs were
called to Chhattisgarh
on June 2 and were put
in a private resort in
Nava Raipur.

During this period the
newly appointed RS MP
from Chhattisgarh
Rajeev Shukla, interna-
tional boxer and
Congress leader
Vijender Singh, former
CM Haryana Bhupendra
Singh Hudda, CM
Baghel and other party
office bearers and MLAs
met and imparted train-
ing to all party MLAs
from Haryana.

It was just a day before
polling, all 28 MLAs
were called to Haryana.
On June 8, a special
training was imparted
as part of rehearsal to
all these MLAs to cast
vote for RS seat.
Congress leaders in-
formed that all the 28
MLAs would reach
Delhi by 8:00 pm and
then they will be put up
at some place before
polling on June 10.

CM leaves for Delhi along with 28 MLAs

Polling to be held on
June 10 for RS seats
in Haryana

Iron trader cheated of Rs 4 cr
Raipur, Jun 09: An iron trader has been allegedly
cheated of Rs 4 crore. The matter has come to light in
Azad Chowk police station of the capital. Rajesh
Agrawal, who does iron trading in Jawahar Nagar,
has filed a complaint of fraud against Swapnil Mittal
of MS Shop, resident of Samta Colony.

The complainant told that Swapnil Mittal had
bought 500 tonnes of bars in three different install-
ments in May for Rs 4 crore. He had assured to make
payment within a month, but later he started refus-
ing. The complainant told that after paying the first
installment for iron rod, Swapnil called him and
made an emotional blackmail by saying that he was
in another city for the treatment of his wife.

Raipur, Jun 09:
Anganbadi workers in
support of their six point
demand including in-
crease in their honorari-
um have opened front
against the state govern-
ment here on Thursday.
Thousands of Anganbadi
workers from all over the
state reached Dharna
venue at Budhatalab and
demanded to pay hon-
ourarium to all the
Anganbadi worker at
Collector’s rate.

This protest is jointly
being held under the aegis
of ‘Chhattisgarh Jujharu
Anganbadi Karyakarta
Sahayaika Sangh’
(CJAKSS) and ‘Anganbadi
Karyakarta & Sahayika
Union’ (AKSU). Regional
President of CJAKSS
Padmavati Sahu informed
that in support of their
long pending demands,

they all have gathered
here for two-day
protest.She informed that
Sangh and its members
have been protesting in
support of their demands
for long, but till date it has
fallen on deaf ears.
Through this protest they
want to bring it to knowl-
edge of the state govern-
ment about their just de-
mands, she added.

The party workers of
above two Sanghs in-
formed that they did not
get administrative permis-
sion for holding protest at

Budhatalab venue and still
they all reached here and
staged massive protest.
The protestor said that
even if they have to go to
jail in support of their de-
mands, then they are
ready to protest.

They cited that in such
increasing inflation, work-
ing with such a low and
meagre honourarium is
not possible.

It is notable here that
the permission for hold-
ing protest at city’s
Budhtalab has been
banned in large number

and here permission for
protestors from 100-200 is
being permitted. But
even after this the
Anganbadi workers in
large number gathered
here and police had to do
lot of working with erec-
tion of barricading on
both side and did not al-
lowed them to move from
this venue.

There was lot of traffic
congestion on this route
near Budhatalab area
due to this protest and
the passer-by faced lots of
problems.

Anganbadi workers stage
massive protest

In support of their
6-point demand
including demand
for hike in hon-
ourarium

Two nabbed for embezzlement of Rs 70 lakh

Raipur, Jun 09: A manag-
er of ‘Dal Mill’ and his col-
league were nabbed by the
capital police here on
Thursday. Both were fac-
ing charges of embezzle-
ment of funds worth Rs 70
lakhs from the ‘Dal-mill’
(pulses mill). The case
comes under Khamtarai
area.

Actually in Khamtarai,
there is a ‘dal-mill’ run by
Anand Trader’s owner
Abhishekh Sharma. He
lodged a complaint in
Khamtarai thana that the
Manager in his Mill-
Doman Chandrakar and
his  colleague Lalit

Agrawal by showing sales
of ‘Dal’ from the mill have
embezzled funds worth Rs
70 lakhs.

The owner of ‘Dal-mill’
came to know about it on
checking the cash-book. It
was on complaint by the
‘dal-mill’ owner that a case
was filed against the man-
ager Doman Chandrakar
and Lalit Agrawal. The
Police managed to arrest
the two and is investigat-
ing into the matter for re-
covery of Rs 70 lakh em-
bezzled from the ‘dal-mill’.

From owner of ‘Dal-
mill’ in Khamtarai

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur , Jun 09: A
girl from Bilaspur was
found dead in the jungle
near the dam in Kota of
Rajasthan and after in-
structions by CM
Bhupesh Baghel, IG
Bilaspur Range
Ratanlal Dangi held
talks withSP Kota.
After this the Kota po-
lice managed to arrest
the accused from
Gujarat and bringing
him to Kota.

It is notable here that
a girl from Bilaspur
went to study in Allen
Coaching Institute in
Kota just two months
back.

Her body was found
in the jungle near Kota
and the girl was report-
ed absconding for last
two days.

After this news the
parents of the girl

lodged complaint with
SP Kota and then the in-
vestigations were start-
ed.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
after knowing about the
incident, expressed his
condolences and then
directed IG Bilaspur
Range Ratanlal Dangi
to hold talks with SP
Kota. After talks the
proceedings in this re-
gard began and the
Kota Police managed to
arrest the accused from
Gujarat and making
preparations to bring
him to Kota.

The parents of the
girl informed that their
daughter went for
coaching to Kota just
one & half months back
and was studying there
residing in hostel for
girls. The girl is from
Yadunandan Nagar in
Bilaspur.

The parents of the
girl were teaching her
coaching in Kota and
are farmers by profes-
sion, but this particular
incident has literally
shaken their entire
family.

Accused in murder of girl
arrested from Gujarat

In case of girl from
Bilaspur found
dead in Kota near
dam

Case registered against porn enthusiasts

Raipur, Jun 09: Raipur
Police have registered a
case against two youths
for uploading obscene
videos of girls and minor
girls on Instagram and
other social media plat-
forms. Identify of both the
youth has not been estab-
lished yet. The action has
been taken against them
on the basis of input re-
ceived from Delhi. Police
are now claiming to catch
both the miscreants soon.

According to the infor-
mation available, both the
youth have been found
digitally active in
Badhaipara and
Ramsagar Para areas. The
police team will search for

them in these areas. In
fact, the team of National
Crime Bureau in Delhi
keeps an eye on the mobile
network. Monitoring is
done on such internet
users who upload such ob-
scene contents. From
there, the digital informa-
tion of two youth has been
sent to Raipur Police. Now
police will trace the youth
on the basis of digital
links. According to the in-
formation received from
the police, more than 100
obscene videos, photos of
minors and women are
being posted on different
social media platforms
every month. Among
those doing this act are
mostly educated. The
Raipur Cyber ??Cell re-
ceives hundreds of cases
from the National Crime
Records Bureau. In this,
obscene videos, photos,
messages etc. of minors
have been shared on social

media through mobile
numbers.

On these mobile num-
bers, FIRs are lodged in the
police stations. Apart from
Raipur, cases from other
districts and other states
are also coming to the
cyber cell. Those cases are
sent from the police head-
quarters to the respective
states. More than 40 cases
have been registered in
Raipur district for posting
obscene video-photos of
minors on social media
since January 2022.
Educated people are more
among those who post
pornographic videos, pho-
tos. These also include
from minor to elderly.
Action was taken against
28 people in 2020-21.

A case has been regis-
tered against 25 people
since January this year. Of
them, 20 were arrested
while search is on for the
rest.

Porn videos of girls
and children
uploaded on
Instagram, FIR on
Delhi’s input

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0099:: Five youth of
Chhattisgarh who have quali-
fied All India Civil Services Will
be present at a workshop to be
organised at BIT Auditorium in
Durg city to share their experi-
ences. Apart from sharing
their experiences they will
answer the questions of the
participants at the workshop.
This is the first time that this
year’s five toppers of
Chhattisgarh are gathering

together to share their strate-
gy.

Shraddha Shukla (ranked
45th in UPSC), Akshay Pillai
(ranked 51st), Pooja Sahu
(ranked 199th), Abhishek
Agarwal and Divyanjali Jaiswal
(ranked 254th) will share their
experiences. Giving informa-
tion in this regard, Additional
Collector Padmini Bhoi said
that this programme was
being organized under the

guidance of Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure.
Successful contestants of
UPSC will provide guidance to
the students preparing for the
competitive examination, over
the basic requirements for
selection in UPSC exam. The
toppers will tell how they did
time management for the
exam, what is the writing skills
like and how to avoid the
stress that comes during

preparation. 
Students preparing for the

competitive examination in the
session will also be able to put
their questions in front of the
participants. The session will
start at 3 pm and each contest-
ant will give brief about their
preparation besides interview
strategy. Focus will be laid on
the type of strategy that can
be adopted for preparation in a
short time.

The youth are enthusiastic
this time about the UPSC
results in Chhattisgarh. As
many as 12 contestants of the
state have been selected in
this prestigious examination.
Collectors are organizing such
workshops to ensure that the

contestants of the district con-
tinue to get the best guidance.
Last time the toppers of PSC
exam shared their views
through workshop and the
youth of the city took great
advantage of it.

This workshop is completely
free and youth preparing for
competitive exams and aspir-
ing for it can take advantage of
it. The training through DMF is
being provided by the district
administration for the prepara-
tion of civil services in the dis-
trict. A link has also been cre-
ated for this, which is
https://fb.me/e/4y2YrMXme.
By clicking on it, the live tele-
cast of the program can be
seen from 3 pm onwards.

Ch’garh’s UPSC talents to gather in BIT Durg today
UPSC toppers to tell
secrets of success

Event to be held on
Friday at 3 pm in BIT
auditorium

Police arrest 9 accused in dacoity case

Jagdalpur, Jun 09: In view
of increasing incidents of
thefts, burglary, dacoity,
murder and online frauds
in Bastar region, the
Jagdalpur Police nabbed 9
accused entering their
house and involved in da-
coity worth crores and
seized 2 four-wheelers, 4
two-wheelers and 8 mobiles
and cash of Rs 5300 from
their possession here on
Thursday.

ASP Jagdalpur OP

Sharma informed that they
received a complaint of
theft of Rs 30000 and loss of
2 mobiles from a house on
intervening night of Jun 4-5
in from Ghat Dhanora
under Bandaji thana. After
the complaint a 37 member
police team was formed and
was asked to keep a close
eye on the likely suspects.

It was based upon the
technical facts and evidence
from the site of the crime
and nearby areas, the Police

started nabbing the accused
and nabbed 9 dacoits from
different districts of Bastar
who were involved in da-
coity worth crores. All 9
have accepted their crime
in dacoity and after which
the Police produced them in
the Court and sent them to
jail.

The main accused in this
gang, Digam Kashyap in-
formed that on selling the
old coins from the victim
Baldev Baghel, they earned
crores and to which he has
hidden underneath in his
house. Baldev in order to
loot the same, made a well-
planned crime along with
his colleagues and managed
to steal the old coins.

Seizes two four-
wheelers and 4 bikes
and 8 mobiles from
their possession

Balrampur, Jun 09: The
Wadraufnagar Police
chowki got a major break-
through when they
nabbed an accused with 9
gms of Brown Sugar. The
drug smuggler was in
search of client to sell it
off.

The Wadraufnagar
Police chowki got tip
from an informer that a
youth on motorcycle
bearing No. CG 15/2183
named Ramalla Dubey
R/o Parasdiha Jamai, is

trying to sell off brown
sugar in his possession
and was searching for a
customer.

On getting this infor-
mation, the
Wadraufnagar Police in-
formed the seniors and
managed to nab the ac-
cused Ramalla Dubey S/o
Late Arjun Dubey (57)
R/o Parihar Chowk with
9 gms of Brown Sugar, es-
timated to cost around Rs
90000. Including the cost
of the motorcycle the cost
of total seizure is expect-
ed to reach Rs 1.40 lakh.

In this action SDOP
Wadraufnagar AK
Vishwakarma, Chowki
in-Charge Vinod Paswan,
ASI Jablun Kujur, head
constable Mukesh Minj,
constable Shiv Patel,
Sanjay Jaiswal and
Jugesh Jaiswal gave valu-
able support.

One nabbed with brown
sugar worth Rs 90000

p From Wadraufnagar
area

Raipur, Jun 09: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday took out a bike
rally in Raipur. Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha state
in-charge Alok Dangas
joined the rally. Earlier he
was welcomed by BJP
workers on his arrival at
airport. Former Minister

Brijmohan Agrawal too
joined the bike rally which
was taken out in the name
of ‘Vikas Tirtha Bike Rally.

The bike rally of Raipur
South Assembly
Constituency was started
from Indoor Stadium. The
rally followed its course
through Raipur Municipal
Corporation Building,
Subhash Stadium, Circuit
House, Mini Marine Drive,
Katoratalab, RDA
Building, Katratalab Main
Road via New Rajendra
Nagar, Kali Mandir Civil
Line, District Hospital
Kalibari Chowk, New Bus

Stand, Lakhenagar
Chowk, Old Talab via
Sadar Bazar and culminat-
ed near the statue of
Swami Vivekananda at
Bidhatalab.

BJP will organize such
bike rally in every assem-
bly constituency. BJP is
also highlighting the
achievements of the Modi
government on the com-
pletion of 8 years through
bike rally. With visit to
every part of the state, BJP
leaders are also saying that
state witnessed develop-
ment only during BJP
rule.

BJP takes out bike rally
Former minister
Brijmohan and
BJYM in-charge
Alok Dangas high-
light Modi Govt’s
achievements

Two two-wheeler riders killed in road accident
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0099:: In a road accident two youth were killed after a scooty which they were riding at a
high speed collided with a truck parked on a road side in Siltara area of Raipur. Both died on the spot
due to severe head injuries. The passers-by passing through the road informed the police team. After
this the information of the accident reached the families of the deceased. The police of Dharsiwa
area are investigating the accident.

According to information available, the truck was parked on the flyover near Dilbagh Dhaba on the
road connecting Raipur to Bilaspur on Thursday morning. Meanwhile two youth riding a scooter at a
very high speed collided with the truck. The scooter was badly damaged after accident. Due to high
speed both the two-wheeler riders did not get a chance to control the vehicle. 
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OVERLOADED

With intense heat during afternoon, people preferred to take auto and it turned out to be overloaded taking all risk. 

Delegation of SAKM gives information about election due

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Jun 09: A dele-
gation of office bearers of
many employees’ organisa-
tions who are part of the
‘Sarv Adhikari Karamchari
Mahasangh’ (SAKM) paid
courtesy call on the Collector
RK Sharma here on
Wednesday. This comprised
of Class III Employees’
Association President
Pratap Chandravanshi,
Rajya Karamchari Sangh
President VN Tiwari,
Shikshak Federation
President Pramod Shkla,
Ravi Verma, Shiv Sahu,
Hemant Sahu and others
were present.

During the meeting,
Collector was given infor-

mation about the elec-
tions to be held for
President SAKM and he
was also provided with
the phone numbers of
District President and
District secy of various
employees’ organisations
in Kawardha district.
Collector was informed
that the names of district
presidents and secretaries
will be printed in a list
and then claims and ob-
jections will be invited. To
ensure free & fair poll pro-
cedure, Mahasangh has
appointed its senior

leader Vidyabhushan
Dubey as the Chief
Presiding Officer and re-
gional Treasurer of
Rajaswa Patwari Sangh as
the Asst. Presiding officer
and written information
with 30 signatures of the
Employees’ Association
has been submitted to the
Collector as well.

The delegation apprised
Collector about declaring
the existing President of
SAKM Dilip
Chandravanshi as ineligi-
ble for the next elections
and also about the illegal

activities and works car-
ried out by his during his
present term. Lodging
complaint about any doc-
uments related to
Karamchari Bhavan by
the former Presidents of
SAKM, the delegation
urged the Collector pro-
vide a copy of the same to
them.

Giving a patient hear-
ing to grievances of
SAKM, Collector asked
them to send information
about any employee or
person creating distur-
bances in holding elec-
tions. He also directed the
concerned branch to pro-
vide necessary docu-
ments to Sangh about the
building. In addition to
this the patch-work and
others work in the
Karamchari building was
also asked to be repaired
at the earliest.

Dr Pranjal Mishra honoured
with ‘Best Paper’ Award

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0099:: Young energetic
eye and retina specialist Dr Pranjal
Mishra while attending 80th
National Convention of All India
Ophthalmological Society (AIOS)
in Mumbai was honoured with the
‘Best Paper’ award for his research
paper based on retina of eye. His
paper received Best Paper award
in Asia Pacific Conference and for
receiving Best Free Paper award he
was honoured with International
Ophthalmic Hero of India award. 

Dr Pranjal Mishra is a resident of
Raipur and he has received his eye
specialist degree from Shankardeo

Netralaya Guwahati. Later he did
two years fellowship on retina
related diseases and surgery from
Narayana Netralaya Bengaluru.
More than 20 research papers of
Dr Mishra has got published in
National and International jour-
nals. He has offered his services
in eye camps of Life Line
Express. Dr Pranjal is working in
Eye Department of Dr B R
Ambedkar Memorial Hospital
under Pt Jawaharlal Nehru
Medical College. He is the son of
senior eye specialist Dr Dinesh
Mishra.  

Delegation of CCA met Ravindra Choubey
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 09: Tender
boycott of Chhattisgarh
Contractors Association is
going on for 26 days in gov-
ernment construction de-
partments. A delegation
led by Association
President Biresh Shukla
met Water Resources
Minister Ravindra
Choubey  at his official
residence in Shankar
Nagar. Minister Ravindra
Choubey assured the dele-
gation to take appropriate
decision. Simultaneously,
the minister directed the
officers to hold a meeting
with the officials of the
Chhattisgarh Contractors
Association to solve the
problems at the earliest.
Association president
Biresh Shukla said that
till the government does
not resolve the problem of
the contractors, the tender
boycott will continue in
the entire state.

Contractors’ meetings are
being organized in each of
the districts. If the gov-
ernment does not an-
nounce to give relief to the
contractors soon, then all
the construction work will
stop. And for this the gov-
ernment will be responsi-

ble. State
P r e s i d e n t ,
Biresh Shukla
has further in-
formed that the
contractors of
the state are
struggling for
their legitimate
demands, as tak-
ing loan from the
market and
banks, they have
been engaged in
getting the con-
tract construc-
tion work done,
but due to the
compulsion, the
tender boycott
was announced
from May 14, and

26th days has been com-
pleted, the tender process
is being stalled in all the
departments. He said that
the association will met
Chief Minister in this con-
cern. All the contractors
are supporting the tender
boycott.

IIIT-NR celebrates environment day

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 09: The NSS
unit of Dr. SPM-IIIT, Naya
Raipur, in collaboration
with the Institute of Social
Responsibility (ISR), or-
ganized a plantation drive
at the institute campus on
the occasion of World
Environment Day.

Dr. Lakhindar Murmu,
NSS Program Officer, led
the team of NSS volun-

teers who gave a message
for environmental protec-
tion by planting saplings,
watering plants & running
a cleanliness campaign
around the institute prem-
ises.

Dr. Murmu, in his ad-
dress to the volunteers,
emphasized that planting
trees is one of the vital
measures to minimize the
impacts of climate change
& save our environment.

The volunteers enthusias-
tically participated in the
initiative & planted trees
like peepal, almond &
neem in the institute
premises. They also volun-
tarily took up the responsi-
bility to take care of the
planted saplings & ensure
that they are watered reg-
ularly. The initiative pro-
vided the NSS volunteers
an opportunity to widen
their vision, attitudes &
commitments in the area
of environmental preser-
vation & enhancement. It
created an awareness
among the students to im-
prove & take care of the
environment they live in.
It was an excellent experi-
ence for the volunteers to
learn the correct way to
plant trees & take care of
them. They expressed
their willingness to work
for the betterment of the
environment & help in the
conservation of flora in all
possible ways.

Bastar has become a paradise for drug dealers!

NNiizzaamm  RRaahhmmaann

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  0099:: In Bastar the
younger generation, including
youth and men are falling prey to
intoxication as soon as the night
falls. Be it any kind of intoxica-
tion. It has now become an in-
thing and adopted by the youth
and the parents are equally wor-
ried. Especially if it becomes an
addiction or life-threatening
habit, then one has to think
about getting away from it. It is
necessary that any intoxicant,
whether it is alcohol, medicine,
ganja, cannabis or cigarette,
gutkha or tobacco, or whatever,
is dangerous to health. The

biggest weakness of a person is
that he loses his self-control very
easily and as a result of this he
either becomes a victim of some
addiction due to wrong company
or goes on the wrong path by
being getting misled. 

It is a matter of concern that
the number of cancer patients is
increasing in the region day-by-
day. According to the informa-
tion received, more than 50 oral
cancer patients have been found
in Bastar District Hospital in a
month and they are undergoing
treatment. One has to make a
confession remembering the
fact that it is always better to
eliminate the root-cause of the
disease than to cure it. From
school, colleges to rural areas,
pan masala has taken its deep
roots. The habit of eating pan
masala out for people of almost
all age-group is common and it
has now become very common
among women as well. In Bastar,
it has become common for
women to eat pan masala.

In order to save the costly bot-
tles of liquor and the false pride
of family and social prestige,
people are adopting intoxicants
like psychotropic drugs, ganja,
cannabis, munakka and other
means of intoxicants. The amaz-
ing thing is that no one even
comes to know about this intoxi-
cating habit for years and by the
time one realises it is late and by
this time the person becomes
addicted to it. The use of pan
masala has become so common
that now even the youngsters,
children and men are not taking
care in this matter. It is possible
that one may not find anything in
the smallest and biggest shops,
but if one wants to purchase
‘guthka’ it is readily available
and provided. Now the situation
is that ‘Guthka’ is being given in
lieu of change for coins or
rupees also. 

This entire drug business
after establishing its roots in
schools, colleges is now spread-
ing its feet in rural areas. The

day is not far when the drug
business flourishing here will
become a canker and it will not
be difficult but impossible to
eliminate it.

WWhhiittee  ccoollllaarr  ppeeooppllee  iinnvvoollvveedd  
iinn  ddrruugg  ssuuppppllyy

Like ganja, this news has also
become common in Bastar. A
drug peddler was arrested in the
police station with hundreds of
bottles of banned medicine and
pills. It is worth considering that
when such a large quantity of
drugs and intoxicating pills are
being caught every day and it
clearly speaks about the quanti-
ty of consumption in the city.
The drug peddler is always
caught by the police and sent to
jail, but they (police) do not try
to reach the kingpin or the mafia
working behind it. As a result of
which a new drug peddler
become active in the market the
next day. 

The entire drug is supplied
from Raipur and reaches
Jagdalpur by means of transport

and from there it is despatched
to the districts like Dantewada,
Narayanpur, Bijapur, and Sukma.
The drug trade has become like a
giant monster here, which prob-
ably no one wants to stop now.
Because everyone is aware of
the huge earnings from this. If
the police proceed in their inves-
tigation, then the names of many
white-collar people will be asso-
ciated in this work. Most of the

youth of the city have come
under the grip of this drug and
even their family is not aware of
this.

Between 2015 and 2016, the
drug department and police
administration of the district
swung into action after the
Central Chronicle published
news, reports against drugs
being sold in medical stores con-
tinuously. After which action was
taken against every medical
store inside the city which was
selling drugs. Due to the pub-
lished news of the Central
Chronicle, the sale of this poi-
son-like drug found in medical
was completely banned. Years
later many people joined this
business as drug peddlers and
then this drug trade has started
taking its roots in the district.

Currently, the consumption of
Codeine-containing cough
syrups and tablets called
Ispraxmo Proxyvan, Alfazolam
has increased tremendously.
There are reports that many peo-
ple have joined this business,
some elite family members of
the city are also involved in this
work. All these medicines are

supplied from Raipur and the
drug mafia here, through its
many sleeper drug peddlers,
transports the drugs to every
corner of the city. It is important
to mention here that this work
earns five times the income.

CCaannnnaabbiiss  ccaalllleedd  ‘‘MMuunnaakkkkaa’’  iiss
bbeeiinngg  ssoolldd  iinn  ppaann--sshhooppss

To say this work is illegal, but
companies have come into exis-

tence to sell the
cannabis named
‘Munakka’. They
are preparing it
in sachets like
pan-masala and

supplying it to the entire divi-
sion. It is such a cheap drug that
it reaches every hand. Available
for just five rupees, when the
intoxication of
munakka/cannabis reaches the
lives of teens and adults, they
themselves do not know. 

Today, this poison named
‘Munakka’ is being sold in most
of the pan-shops of Jagdalpur
and is being sold at a sting. The

news that the local administra-
tion is not aware of this is per-
haps not so easy to digest.
Companies selling poison right
under the nose of the system
come into existence, which is
completely illegal and by produc-
ing narcotics, establish a syndi-
cate of the entire supply and the
system is not aware of this, it can-
not be accepted easily.

GGaannjjaa  bbuussiinneessss  rreemmaaiinneedd  
tthhee  ssaammee  ffoorr  yyeeaarrss

If one talks about ‘drugs’ it is
not possible to talk skip supply of
‘ganja’ in Bastar. One can often
see it in the newspapers that
‘Ganja’ smugglers were caught
here. This intoxication not only
passes through the streets of this
city but also stops and has caught
many people in its grip. 

Last date for application is June 30

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jun 09: Dr.
Ambedkar Center of
Excellence has been estab-
lished at Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur under
the aegis of Ministry of
Social Justice and
E m p o w e r m e n t ,
Government of India.

Under the Dr. Ambedkar
Center of Excellence in
Guru Ghasidas University,
SC students will be given
free coaching for the prepa-
ration of administrative
services (preliminary and
main) examinations of
Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC). For
admission in this center, on-

line applications can be
filled from 8th June and the
last date is 30th June. A
total of 100 seats are avail-
able in this center, out of
which 33% as such for
which students of the same
category will be able to take
admission. For admission
in UPSC coaching, the uni-
versity will conduct online
entrance test and students
will be given admission on
the basis of merit. Students
who have completed their
graduation or are in the
final semester of gradua-
tion can apply for this.

For eligibility the appli-
cant should belong to
Scheduled Caste only.
Classes will start in
October. All the informa-
tion related to this center is
available on the website of
the World. The center is
being run by an advisory
committee appointed by the
university.

More than 100 teachers,
students participated 

BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJuunn  0099:: The
Department of Physical
Education of Guru Ghasidas
University is organizing a 21-
day (from May 21 to June 10)
online Common Yoga
Protocol (Common Yoga
Practice) from 7 to 8 in the
morning on the occasion of
World Yoga Day. This general
yoga program is being
organized under the guid-
ance of Dr. Sanjeet Sardar,
Head of Physical Education
Department, under the aegis
of the Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Chakrawal, under the action
plan sent by the Government
of India and the Ministry of
Sports, which aims at train-
ing of Yogasanas before
Yoga Day and to promote
them.

In this more than 100 stu-
dents and teachers of Guru

Ghasidas University are par-
ticipating every day using
the medium of digital, virtu-
al and electronic platforms.
Sitting postures
(Paschimottana, Vajrasana,
Padmasana and Manduk
asanas, Gomukh asanas),
standing postures
(Tadasana, Vrikshasana,
Trikonasana, Padahastasana,
Garudasana, Natarajasana
and Ardha Chakrasana) and
lying down postures
( D h u n a n g a s a n a ,
S a r v a n g a s a n a s a n a ,
Pawanmukt Asanas) and
various types of Pranayama
are also being practiced
under the guidance of yoga
instructor, Dr. Tilakraj
Meena and his associates.
This online Common Yoga
Protocol (Common Yoga
Practice Program) will be
concluded on 10th June.

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Jun 09:
Under the service, good-
governance and welfare of
poor programme on suc-
cessful completion of
8years of PM Narenrdra
Modi’s government at the
Centre, the BJP party
workers and leaders are
reaching out to the masses
and by contacting the peo-
ple benefitting from the
central sponsored
schemes are passing on
the same message to those
deprived and need of it.

In this context, BJP
Mahila Morcha and State
Secy. and Kawardha
District prog in-Charge
Bhawana Bohara in-
formed that under able

leadership of PM
Narendra Modi, it is under
the central leadership and
guidance of State
President BJP Mahila
Morcha Shalini Rajput,
the people and villagers in
Ravnvirpur Mandal,
Kunda Mandal, Pipariya
Mandal, Rengakhar
Mandal, Sahaspur-Lohara
Mandal, Kui-Kukdur,
Kawardha urban and
rural, Bhoramdev, Indori,
and other Mandal  gave in-
formation about the
schemes for the welfare of
the people from the central
government and for the
welfare of the state and
the nation. They were also
appealed to avail its maxi-
mum benefit. long with
this they are also meeting

the Aanganbadi workers,
assistants, sisters and
health workers who have
rendered valuable servic-
es during the corona pan-
demic and felicitating
them for their works done.
During this they also met
the people who have bene-
fitted from PM Ujjawala
Yojana; PM Aawas Yojana,
from toilet construction
under Swachch Bharat;
Ayushman Bharat and
other schemes and were
informed about the
schemes launched for the
welfare of women and oth-
ers by the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre.

Bhawana Bohara said
providing leadership to
women and their develop-
ment has been the main

agenda of BJP since be-
ginning. It was under lead-
ership of PM Narendra
Modi that his government
has left no stone unturned
for women’s empower-
ment.

It was development
under women’s leadership
that has been given top pri-
ority and behind this there
has been significant hard
work, commitment and
dedication on part of PM
Narendra Modi.

The way the entire coun-
try’s economy was han-
dled during the corona
pandemic and took the
benefit of vaccination pro-
gramme in effective man-
ner, speaks of far-sighted-
ness of PM Narendra
Modi and his Ministry.

India’s stand on world
forum strongly put: Bohara

On successful completion of 8 yrs of Modi govt at the Centre

p Meeting the
Collector along with
other office bearers

For coaching in Dr.
Ambedkar Center
of Excellence for
SC students



KKoonnttaa,,  JJuunn  0099::  

Naxalites have also extend-
ed their support to the strike of
MGNREGA workers who have
been agitating for the last two
months in the state of
Chhattisgarh.  

The Naxalites have appealed
to the government to fulfill
their legitimate demands at
the earliest and reinstate the
sacked employees.  North Sub-
Zonal Bureau (Dandakaranya)
spokesperson of Naxalites
Mangli has issued a press note
justifying the strike of MGNRE-
GA workers.  They say that

MNREGA workers have been on
strike for more than two
months, but the government is
taking an adamant stand on
this issue and taking action for
dismissal. The Naxalite
spokesman said that the
Bhupesh government should
fulfill the promises made at the
time of elections for regular-
ization of MGNREGA workers,
Anganwadi workers and con-
tract workers.  The govern-
ment should reinstate the
sacked employees with imme-
diate effect by abandoning the
undemocratic attitude towards
the MNREGA workers’ move-
ment.

‘‘GGoovvtt  iiss  bbeenneeffiittttiinngg  tthhee  ccoorr--
ppoorraattee  hhoouusseess’’

It has been said in the press
note that the central and state
governments are implement-
ing anti-people and anti-
employee policies to benefit
the big corporate houses like
Ambani and Adani.  Hasdev’s
forests were allowed to be cut
for Adani.  The ongoing
protests against this project
are being ignored.
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Bijapur, Jun 09:

To prevent road acci-
dents and to reduce mor-
tality rates in road acci-
dents, there is need for
massive public awareness.
Under this due action is
being taken against those
driving against the traffic
rules and violating other
traffic norms. In this re-
gard all concerned depart-
ment should make co-ordi-
nated efforts, says LS MP
Bastar Deepak Baij while
chairing the Road Safety
Committee meeting held
in the Collectorate on
Wednesday.

LS MP  Deepak Baij
asked the officials present
to install warning sign
boards near blind turns on
the national and state
highways and at sensitive
points; construct ‘Zebra
Crossing’ and stop-line at

the signals and install
speed-governors in the ve-
hicle and organise mas-
sive public awareness for
the vehicle riders and citi-
zens.

On the other hand he
also laid emphasis on car-
rying out surprise and
random checking and due
action against those driv-
ing violating traffic norms
and rules. He also asked to

ensure compliance of tim-
ing fixed for the buses
with permit and install
speed-governors in the
buses along with pasting
of bus fare.

In this meeting V-P and
MLA BDA Vikram
Mandavi suggestions to
construct taxi-stand in va-
cant land near the  new
bus stand in Bijapur. In the
urban areas of

Bhairamgarh and
Bhopalpatnam, the park-
ing area, bus stand and
Taxi Stand should be
made more organised.

At the same time
through public awareness
programmes, people
should be explained im-
portance of traffic rules
and its adherence; keeping
all valid vehicle docu-
ments while driving viz. li-

cence, RC book etc.
In the meeting the con-

cerned were asked to en-
sure strict compliance of
the instructions issued
and the action to be taken.
For all commercial vehi-
cles, in order to control the
speed of vehicles, speed-
governors and reflective
tapes should be installed
and then only the Fitness
certificates be issued.

Meeting was attended
by District Panchayat
President Shankar
Kudium, Nagar palika
parishad president
Benhoor Rawatia, District
panchayat member and
BDA member Neena
Rawatia Uddade and other
public reps,Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara,
SP Aanjanay Vasharnaya,
Add. SP Pankaj Shula and
other district-level officers
were present.

Create awareness to reduce traffic accidents: Baij
Meeting of Sansad Sadashya Road Safety committee held

Bilaspur, Jun 09:

SECR Bilaspur AGM
Vijay Pratap Singh on
June 08  performed win-
dow trailing inspection of
Bilaspur-Korba section.
As part of his visit AGM
inspected Korba station.
AGM started from
Bilaspur at 8 am on inspec-
tion vehicle and per-
formed window trailing
inspection of Bilaspur-
Korba section.

He inspected all tracks,
signal, interlocking, points
and manned level cross-
ings. AGM also inspected
Junadih and Dipika sid-
ing.

At Korba station he re-
viewed passenger ameni-
ties, inspected passenger
waiting hall, cleanliness
and ongoing development
works. Later he inspected
crew lobby and guard run-

ning room. In this period
he also inspected kitchen
and dining room along
with quality and cleanli-
ness of food. In this con-
nection he also talked to

the staff over there. While
performing inspection
AGM was accompanied by
DRM Bilaspur Shyam
Sunder, divisional officers
and observers.

AGM Singh inspects Korba 
station and Bilaspur-Korba section

Raigarh, Jun 09 (PTI):

A 23-year-old man
was found hanging in
the premises of the dis-
trict Collector’s official
residence in
Chhattisgarh’s Raigarh
on Thursday, police
said.

A police team rushed
to the scene in the
morning on being in-
formed that an unidenti-
fied man had allegedly
committed suicide in
the premises of collec-
tor Bhim Singh’s bunga-
low, said Manish Nagar,
the station house officer
of City Kotwali police
station.

The man was later
identified as Ashish
Ekka, a native of neigh-
bouring Surguja district
in northern part of

Chhattisgarh, it was
stated.

A security personnel
posted at the bungalow
first saw the man hang-
ing inside the bathroom
next to a compound wall
with a leather belt
around his neck, the of-
ficial said.

It was yet to be ascer-
tained how the man en-
tered the premises, he
said, adding that no sui-
cide note was found at
the spot.

A probe has revealed
that the deceased was a
resident of Kariya vil-
lage in Surguja district.
His family members
have been informed, the
SHO said.

A case has been regis-
tered in this regard and
further probe is under-
way.

Man found hanging 
in premises of Collector’s 

bungalow in Raigarh

Dongargaon, Jun 09:

On completion of 8
years of BJP led PM
Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment at the Centre, the
female doctors, nurses,
Anganbadi workers,
party workers, assis-
tants, Mitanins and oth-
ers working in the serv-
ice industry are being fe-
licitated. In this pro-
gramme as per instruc-

tions by BJP Mahila
Morcha President
Shalini Rajput, it was
under guidance of the
District BJP President
Madhusudhan Yadav,
BJP MM V-P Dr Rekha
Meshram and under
leadership of Mahila
Morcha District
President Kiran Sahu a
felicitation programme
was organised. In this
context, BJP Dongargaon

Mahila Morcha, felicitat-
ed the Anganbadi work-
ers, Assistants, Mitanins
working in Nagar
Panchayat area in
Anganbadi centre in
ward No. 10, near
Cinema Line viz. Karun
Lata Dewangan,
Poornima Dewangan,
Anita Netam, Sadhana
Salame, Jayanti Yadav,
Kavita Jangde, Seema,
Uma Bhuarya, Dukhiya
Rajput, Neeta Sonkar,
Laxmi Manikpuri were
felicitated. In the above
programme BJP Mandal
President Ramkumar
Gupta, Gen. Secy.
Santosh Yadav, Yuwa
leader Komal Sahu,
Mahila Morcha
President Anju Tripathi,
Aparna Tiwari,
Treasurer- Pratibha
Patel, secy. Allon Sahu,
office secy Poonam Sahu,
Mamta Uikey, Tijiya
Vera, Reena Verma and
others were present.

BJP-MM felicitates Anganbadi workers

Naxalites extends support
MNREGA workers on strike

Koriya, Jun 09: To wel-
come the children in the
new academic session,
more than 15 government
schools in Koriya district
are ready with painting
and fresh colours.The dis-
trict administration is tak-
ing full care of the chil-
dren’s future and better in-
frastructure, so that chil-
dren get a better environ-
ment for studies. This ini-
tiative has been taken by
the administration under
the guidance of Collector
Kuldeep Sharma.

District Education
Officer Mr. Sanjay Gupta

informed that to give a
new and good environ-
ment to the children, col-
ors have been done in the
schools and all schools are
ready to welcome chil-
dren. In this sequence, the
condition of the primary
and secondary school
Katkona Vikas Khand
Baikuthpur School of the
district headquarters has
changed completely.

From Secondary School
Tummibari and
Secondary School
Chiraguda, Government
Higher Secondary School
Ranai to Government

Higher Secondary School
Biharpur in remote area
Bharatpur, more than 15
schools have got a facelift.
There are 954 primary
schools, 414 secondary
schools, 71 government
high schools and 75 gov-
ernment higher secondary
schools in the district.
Apart from beautiful
colouring, special atten-
tion is also being paid to
necessary repairs and
maintenance in schools.

Changing nature of
Anganwadis

Keeping in mind the en-
tertainment of young chil-
dren, the nature of
Anganwadis is also slowly
changing. Paintings of
vegetables, fruits have also
been made to explain A to
Z, alphabet and nutrition-
al diet by marking the
ideal Anganwadis. Its pur-
pose is that children find it
interesting to come to
Anganwadis and learn
new information through
play.

‘Govt schools all decked 
in colors to welcome children’ Dongargaon, Jun 09: The

candidates for the three-
tier Panchayat by-polls
have started submitting
their nomination forms.
During this after passing of
no-confidence motion in
Kirgi (B), in the by-poll for
the post of Sarpanch,
Tikam Sahu filed his nomi-
nation on Jun 8. During
this former Sarpanch
Nirbhaya Sahu, villagers
Ganeshu, Toman, Komal,
Deepak, Risheshwar,
Laxman, Suraj, Santosh,
Chinta, Dularu, Tikeshwar,
Mannu, Satrohan, Kamal,
Narad, Golu and others
were present.

Tikam files nomination for post of Sarpanch

Birkoni, Jun 09:

The result of the
Government Girl’s HS
School Birkoni for Class
9th was 66.6%; that of
Class 10th was 80.46%;
and that of 11th was
71.31% and that of Class
12th was 86.25%. In the
Class 9th result,
Durgarani Nishad se-
cured 92.5% marks and
came first; Khushi
Chandrakar with 95%
marks in Class 10th
topped the list; Madhu
Sahu with 82.2% marks
in the Class 11th topped
in the School and
Pragya Chandrakar
with 84.4% marks
topped in the science
subject in Class 12th
exam.

The Principal in-
formed that the students
who qualified were ex-

tended greeetings and
boosted the morale of
those receiving compart-
ments and failing in the
exam and were informed
that this is not the final
chance and taking the
same as another oppor-
tunity, they can pass
with flying colours giv-
ing double their output.

The exam results also
provides the teachers to
give their level best per-
formance along with the
students and also pro-
vide them a chance to
correct their mistakes, if
any.

On this occasion vil-
lage representatives viz.

Sarpanch Tamradhwaj
Nishad, former
Sarpanch Toopsingh
Nishad; Dy Sarpanch’s
rep- Balram Patel,
Damodar Chandrakar,
Santosh Sahu, Rekhan
Sahu, Ghanshyam Sahu,
Mordhwaj Sahu and en-
tire family of the
School; Principal T Sahu
and other staff of the
school viz. Ragini
Chandrakar, Paras
Sinha, A Manikpuri,
Santram Sahu,
Chitrasen Sahu,
Shravan Sinha, Nidhi
Gupta Agrawal,
Manisha Tirki and oth-
ers were present.

Results of Class 9th to 12th excellent
 From Govt Girl’s HS

School, Birkoni

GANGA DUSSEHRA

Devotees gather to take a bath in the Ganga river on the occasion of Ganga Dussehra, at Har Ki Pauri ghat, in
Haridwar, here on Thursday.

VICTORY SIGN

Students flash the victory sign after the declaration of Maharashtra Board class XIIth exam results, at Ramnarain
Ruia College in Mumbai, Wednesday.
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BRIEF
Man beaten 
 Mumbai: Four con-

tractual civic employ-
ees were arrested for
allegedly beating a 28-
year-old man to death
during a theft attempt
in the eastern suburb
of Mulund here, po-
lice said on Thursday.
The incident took
place in Amar Nagar
pipeline locality of
the suburb in the
early hours of
Wednesday, an official
said. The victim,
Rafique Sheikh, al-
legedly entered the
premises where the
accused lived to steal a
mobile phone, when
one of the accused
caught him, he said.

Three drowned
 Balrampur (UP):

Three girls drowned
while bathing in a
river here, police said
on Thursday. The de-
ceased, identified as
sisters Karishma (8)
and Nisha (7) and one
Kajal (9) of Harbaspur
village, had gone to
bathe in the nearby
Rapti river on
Wednesday afternoon,
Superintendent of
Police Rajesh Kumar
Saxena said. The girls
drowned due to the
strong current of the
river, Saxena said.

Rounded up
 Chandigarh: The

Punjab Police on
Thursday said it
rounded up 20 people
and recovered seven
weapons and Rs 21
lakh in cash during a
special cordon and
search operation car-
ried out in three hous-
ing societies of
Mohali district. Police
said the operation was
carried out to instil a
sense of safety and se-
curity among people.
The operation was led
by Deputy Inspector
General of Police
(Ropar Range)
Gurpreet Singh
Bhullar and conduct-
ed jointly by police
forces of three dis-
tricts—Mohali,
Fatehgarh Sahib and
Rupnagar.

AIMIM protest
 New Delhi: AIMIM

supporters on
Thursday held a
protest outside
Parliament Street po-
lice station here after
party chief
Asaddudin Owaisi
was named in an FIR
for allegedly posting
and sharing messages
on social media
against the mainte-
nance of public tran-
quility and inciting
people on divisive
lines, officials said.
Over 20 people have
been detained, they
said. “AIMIM support-
ers were protesting
outside Parliament
Street police station.
Around 25, including
two to three women,
have been detained,” a
senior police officer
said.

Leopard kills
 Mhow (MP): A six-

year-old girl was at-
tacked and killed by
a leopard at a village
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Mhow tehsil in the
early hours of
Thursday, a forest of-
ficial said. The inci-
dent took place
around 2 am, when
the child, Ravina
Wasnik, was sleeping
with her parents out-
side their house on
the outskirts of
Dudhi Bawdi village,
Choral forest range
officer Rahul Jain
said. The leopard at-
tacked and killed her
on the spot. The
predator fled the
place after her par-
ents raised an alarm,
he said.

Mumbai, Jun 09 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court
on Thursday issued no-
tices to the Central Bureau
of Investigation, the
Union government and
IPS officer Subodh Kumar
Jaiswal following a plea
challenging the latter’s ap-
pointment as the CBI di-
rector.

A bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta
and Justice M S Karnik di-
rected the respondent
agencies and Jaiswal to
file their replies to the plea
by July 18.

The bench was hearing
a plea filed by Rajendra
Trivedi, former ACP of
the Maharashtra Police.

On Thursday, Trivedi’s
advocate S B Talekar also
submitted an affidavit,
stating that a private com-
plaint of defamation was
filed against Jaiswal in

2012 and a magistrate’s
court in the city had taken
its cognisance and issued
a process against him. The
matter was pending hear-
ing, Talekar said.

The HC took the affi-
davit on record. It will
hear the matter further on
July 28.

Jaiswal, who had earlier
held the post of
Maharashtra’s Director
General of Police (DGP),
was appointed as the CBI
director in May last year.

In his plea, filed through
advocate Talekar, Trivedi
has sought that Jaiswal’s
appointment as the CBI di-
rector be quashed.

Trivedi in his plea
claimed Jaiswal’s appoint-
ment was in contravention
of the Delhi Police
Establishment Act, and
sought that the high court
call for the records and
proceedings of the three-

member committee that
had approved Jaiswal’s
candidature.

The petition stated that
the CBI director must nec-
essarily be the senior most
Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer with impeccable
and unbreachable credi-
bility and an experience in
investigation of anti-cor-
ruption cases.

It said that Jaiswal, dur-
ing his tenure as a police
officer, had never been at-
tached to any anti-corrup-
tion wing and hence, did
not possess the requisite
experience required under
the Act.

The petition also stated
that in 2002, a special in-
vestigation team (SIT),
headed by Jaiswal, who
was then a deputy inspec-
tor general, was set up to
investigate a fake and
counterfeit stamps case, in
reference to the Telgi case.

HC issues notices to CBI,
Union govt & Subodh Jaiswal 

Over plea challenging his appointment as CBI Director

Kolkata, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Calcutta University
vice-chancellor Sonali
Chakravarti Banerjee
has alleged that some ob-
scene and misogynistic
messages and social
media posts are being cir-
culated against her fol-
lowing the varsity au-
thorities’ collective deci-
sion to conduct semester
exams in the UG level on
offline mode, and said
such abuses cannot be
tolerated.

The VC did not want to
elaborate on the matter
when contacted, while a
university official said
she was sent a screenshot
of a message of a student
of an affiliated college,
asking all friends and
class mates to rush to the
CU College Street campus
with arms to vandalise
properties of the insti-

tute as the authorities did
not give in to their de-
mand for online tests .

The authorities of the
college concerned said
the student has been
identified and the
strictest action will be
taken against him on
completion of an internal
inquiry.

Several students had
on June 7 demonstrated
outside the varsity’s
main campus at College
Street, claiming that
classroom teaching for
two months was not
enough for finishing the
syllabus of a six-month
semester and holding of-
fline examinations.

Several messages and
social media posts
against the VC have been
circulated in the public
domain by a section of

protestors in the last few
days after the university
syndicate unanimously
decided to hold offline
tests and take special
classes for certain sub-
jects if the syllabus was
not completed, the offi-
cial said.

The VC in her state-
ment said, “Some of the
messages/social media
posts that are circulating
in the public domain
and/or coming to me
from/on behalf of some
persons who are against
the university’s collective
and consensual decision
to conduct examinations
offline, are nothing but
violent and hateful, and
some of them are also ob-
scene and misogynistic.”

“I condemn such illegal
and unethical and foul
tactics,” she added.

The VC pointed out
that she should not be
singled out for any deci-
sion taken by the varsity
authorities.

The decision to con-
duct offline tests was
taken by members of all
faculty councils, all
chairpersons of the un-
dergraduate board of
studies and most of the
principals, she said.

Trinamool Congress
Chhatra Parishad state
president Trinankur
Bhattacharya said, “Such
abusive language cannot
be the expression of a
student. We strongly con-
demn such words. We
would urge those in-
dulging in such behav-
iour to concentrate on
studies and be prepared
for exams. We would urge
them not to take any con-
frontationist path.” PTI
SUS BDC

Obscene, misogynistic messages being circulated: CU VC
After decision on offline exams

Chandigarh, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Punjab Congress chief
Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring and other party
leaders held a protest at
the CM’s residential com-
plex on Thursday, com-
plaining that he failed to
keep his appointment with
them. The Congress lead-
ers claimed that they were
called inside the CM’s resi-
dence here, frisked and
their mobile phones also
taken away.

Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, however,
denied that the Congress
leaders were given time by
him and said they held a
protest in support of their
party leaders facing cor-
ruption charges. Mann
was apparently referring
to the arrest of former for-
est minister and Congress
leader Sadhu Singh

Dharamsot and naming of
Sangat Singh Gilzian in a
corruption case. Besides
Warring and Leader of
Opposition in the state
Assembly Partap Singh
Bajwa, former deputy
CMs Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa and O P Soni,
former ministers Aruna
Chaudhary and Bharat
Bhushan Ashu were pres-
ent during the protest.

Warring claimed that
when they reached the
CM’s residence in the
morning, they were made
to wait for 45 minutes.

Later, they were called
inside the residence, said
Warring, adding that the
Congress leaders were “in-
sulted” as they were
frisked and their mobile
phones taken away. The
opposition leaders were
later told that the CM is
busy and he could meet

them on Friday at 1 pm, he
said. Then Congress lead-
ers held a protest inside
the CM’s residential com-
plex and raised slogans
against the Bhagwant
Mann-led government.

Congress leader Partap
Singh Bajwa said he never
seen such a government
which insulted the opposi-
tion leaders.

“Our mobiles were kept
and leaders were frisked. I
never faced such an in-
sult,” said Bajwa.

Later, the Chandigarh
Police took all Congress
leaders in a bus to a near-
by police station after tak-
ing them into custody.

Chief Minister Mann
said the Congressmen
came to his residence
without taking time and
held a protest in support of
their leaders facing cor-
ruption charges.

Cong leaders protest at CM’s residence
Say Bhagwant Mann refused to meet them

Kolkata, Jun 09 (PTI):

L Kurseong’s BJP MLA
Bishnu Prasad Sharma on
Thursday again stoked the
demand for bifurcation of
West Bengal and said he
will bring up the matter
during party president J P
Nadda’s meeting with law-
makers during the day.

The Gorkha legislator
from Darjeeling had last
year demanded the separa-
tion of the hilly region
from the state.

“The people of North
Bengal have been deprived
of development for long. I
will bring up the demand
for bifurcation of West
Bengal during today’s

meeting with our party
president,” Sharma said.

Nadda, on the conclud-
ing day of his visit to West
Bengal, is scheduled to
hold a meeting with BJP
MPs and MLA in the after-
noon.

Referring to West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s recent
statement that she is ready
to give her blood but won’t
allow division of the state,
Sharma said there won’t
be any bloodshed as the
state will be divided demo-
cratically.

“I request honourable
Didi to save her blood for
patients who are in dire
need of it. But I can assure
her that there will be no
bloodshed as we will en-
sure division of Bengal
democratically,” he said.

Will bring up Bengal’s 
bifurcation demand: Sharma
 During lawmakers’

meet with Nadda 

Court issues 

summons to Sena

leader Sanjay Raut 
MMuummbbaaii:: A local court here on
Thursday issued process (sum-
mons) to Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Raut on a defamation
complaint filed by BJP leader
Kirit Somaiya’s wife Medha
Somaiya. The Sewri metropoli-
tan magistrate’s court has
directed Raut to appear before it
on July 4. The issuance of a
process marks the beginning of
criminal proceedings before a
metropolitan or judicial magis-
trate based on a complaint
lodged by an individual. Once
the process is issued, the
accused person has to appear
before the court. Somaiya, in
her complaint, has claimed that
Raut had made baseless and
completely defamatory allega-
tions against her and her hus-
band, accusing them of being
involved in a scam worth Rs 100
crore over the construction and
maintenance of some public toi-
lets under the jurisdiction of the
Mira Bhayander Municipal
Corporation.

Bengaluru, Jun 09 (PTI): 

A day ahead of the
Rajya Sabha polls for four
seats from Karnataka,
JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy on
Thursday strongly urged
the Congress to support
his party candidate to
strengthen “secular
forces”.

In a series of tweets, the
former Chief Minister
said to defeat the BJP, the
Congress should support
JD(S), which has more
votes than it.

“JD(S) has fielded
Kupendra Reddy as its
first candidate in the
Rajya Sabha election. He
is an entrepreneur, social
worker and a progressive
thinker. He is an experi-
enced Rajya Sabha mem-
ber and all parties must
extend support to him
with open mind. To
strengthen the secular

forces Congress must fully
support Kupendra Reddy,”
Kumaraswamy said.

“To defeat the BJP,
Congress should support
JD(S) which has more
votes than it. There is no
doubt that history and peo-
ple will decide in future
based on the outcome of
this election result. I firm-
ly believe that honourable
Randeep Singh Surjewala
(AICC General Secretary
in-charge of Karnataka)
will understand this
point,” he added.

The talks between the
Congress and JD(S) to find
some kind of a partner-
ship aimed at defeating
the ruling BJP in the con-
test for the fourth seat to
Rajya Sabha polls from
Karnataka seems to have
reached a deadlock, with
both parties firmly stick-

ing to their stand.
Kumaraswamy had made
an offer to trade second
preference votes with the
Congress, but the main op-
position party on
Wednesday made it clear
to the JD(S) that it was
now time for it to return
the favour, pointing out
that former prime minis-
ter H D Deve Gowda got
elected to Rajya Sabha last
time with its support in
June 2020.

Six candidates are in the
fray in the Rajya Sabha
elections for four seats
from Karnataka, necessi-
tating a tight contest for
the fourth seat.

Despite not having the
adequate number of votes
to win the fourth seat from
the state Assembly, all the
three political parties in
the state — BJP, Congress
and JD(S) — have fielded
candidates for the seat,
forcing an election.

Kamaraswamy urges Cong to support JD(S) candidate 
 In RS polls

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0099  ((PPTTII))::

India should make a list of citi-
zens who “instigated” Islamic
nations against it and “charge
them with treason,”
Information Commissioner
Uday Mahurkar has said fol-
lowing outrage by Islamic
countries over the remarks
against Prophet Mohammad by
the BJP’s now-sacked func-
tionaries. Mahurkar’s com-
ments invited a strong
response from Supreme Court
lawyer Prashant Bhushan, who
charged that statutory and
constitutional bodies are being
systematically destroyed by
the government. Mahurkar, a
former journalist who was
appointed at the transparency
watchdog Central Information
Commission, said in a tweet,
“The Nation has taken meas-
ures on the Prophet controver-

sy. Now time for India to make
a list of Indian citizens who
instigated Islamic nations
against India & charge them
with treason.” “Their’s is anti-
national activity. Even their
property could be attached by
enacting a Law,” he tweeted.
In another tweet, he said,
“Pan-Islamists & Leftists have
questioned my tweet below.
Did they ever condemn hate-
preacher Zakir Naik & MF
Hussain for their unparalleled
blasphemy?” “Beware, days of
1-sided secularism & Hindu-
Muslim unity at Hindu cost are
now gone in this new age of
national reawakening,” he said.
Lashing out at the Information
Commissioner, Bhushan
said,”This gentleman calls him-
self a journalist who was para
dropped from nowhere into the
Central Information
Commission. 

Charge those who instigated
Islamic nations against India

with treason: Mahurkar NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0099  ((PPTTII))::  

Thrust on research, innova-
tion and entrepreneurship and
focus on inclusivity, multicultur-
alism and internationalisation as
envisioned in new National
Education Policy (NEP) will pave
the way for a place of pride for
more Indian universities in the
global rankings, Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan said on Thursday.
Pradhan also congratulated 41
Indian universities which have
featured in the coveted QS
World University Rankings. In a
series of tweets, he said, “41
Indian universities have fea-
tured in the QS World University
Rankings 2023. My compliments
to all the universities.
Congratulate @iiscbangalore,
@iitbombay and @iitdelhi for
their academic excellence and
for consistently being among
the global league of top 200”.
“Thrust on research, innovation

and entrepreneurship, focus on
inclusivity, multiculturalism and
internationalisation as envi-
sioned in NEP 2020 will pave the
way for a place of pride for more
Indian universities in the global
rankings,” Pradhan added. A
total of 41 Indian universities
have featured in the ranking of
which 12 have improved, 12
remained stable, 10 declined
while seven universities are new
entries. The Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), Bengaluru, is the
fastest rising South Asian uni-
versity among the QS World
University Rankings top 200 var-
sities, having gained 31 places
while four IITs have also figured
in the category attaining a high-
er rank compared to the previ-
ous edition. Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS), London based
global higher education analyst,
on Thursday released the 19th
edition of the world’s most con-
sulted international university
ranking.

Focus on research, internationalisation
to pave way for more Indian 

varsities in global rankings:MoE



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR, FRIDAY, JUNE 10,  2022

GUARD OF HONOR

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, left, and Venezuelas President Nicolas

Maduro review the honor guard, in Ankara, Turkey..

BRIEF

Resignation
Warsaw: A govern-
ment minister in
Poland was forced to
resign after demand-
ing the dismissal of
local post office chief
whom he accused of
being aggressive when
she complained to him
about high prices.
Michal Cieslak, the
minister in charge of
developing local gov-
ernments, said on
Twitter late
Wednesday that he
was resigning in the
interest of Poland’s
right-wing governing
coalition. Hours earli-
er, the leader of the
country’s main ruling
party had said Cieslak
would be fired if he
did not resign.

Severe drought 
Lisbon: Almost the
whole of Portugal was
in severe drought at
the end of May, the
country’s weather
service said Thursday.
The month of May
was the hottest in the
southern European
country for the last 92
years, weather service
IPMA said in its
monthly climate re-
port. The average tem-
perature of just over
19 C (66 F) was more
than 3 degrees Celsius
(5.4 degrees
Fahrenheit) higher
than usual, it said. At
the same time, average
May rainfall of just
under 9 millimeters
(0.35 inches) was just
13% of what would
normally be expected.
That combination left
97% of the country in
severe drought one
classification lower
than the weather ser-
vice’s worst category
of extreme drought.
Climate scientists say
Portugal can expect
higher temperatures
and lower rainfall as a
consequence of global
warming.

Helicopter crashes
Hawaii: A helicopter
carrying six people
crashed Wednesday in
a lava field in Hawaii.
Cyrus Johnasen, a
public information of-
fice for Hawaii County,
said it was a tour heli-
copter with a pilot and
five passengers. The
initial report came in
about 5 pm and said
the aircraft had
crashed near the
southern most tip of
the Big Island,
Johnasen said. The
site was inaccessible
by vehicle so the
Hawaii Fire
Department sent two
helicopters to take vic-
tims to ambulances
waiting at nearby
roads. It’s a fluid situa-
tion, said Mayor Mitch
Roth. Johnasen said
the pilot, a man in his
50s, had been trapped
but was later extracted
and was in serious but
stable condition. An
18-year-old woman
was reported in seri-
ous and worsening
condition. Four people
were reported as am-
bulatory. All have been
safely evacuated from
the site.

Sri Lanka’s ex-finance minister Basil
Rajapaksa resigns from Parliament

Colombo, Jun 09: 

Basil Rajapaksa, the
youngest brother of Sri
Lanka’s president and for-
mer finance minister, re-
signed from his parlia-
mentary seat on Thursday,
the second such resigna-
tion from the cash-
strapped government in a
month from the powerful
Rajapaksa family amid
massive public protest
over the unprecedented
economic crisis in the
country. With the
Rajapaksas coming under
intense public pressure for
their mishandling of the
economic crisis, Mahinda
Rajapaksa, the prime min-
ister and elder brother of
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, had to resign
last month. Talking to re-
porters here, Basil said, “I
resigned my seat to allow
Sri Lanka Podujana

Peramuna (SLPP) to nomi-
nate someone suitable.
Asked if he had preempt-
ed resignation as he would
be disqualified to be in
Parliament through the
proposed 21st Amendment
(21A) to the Constitution
due to his holding of both
the US and Sri Lankan
dual citizenship, Basil, the
youngest of the Rajapaksa
brothers, said it wasn’t so.
Basil, however, said he is
opposed to the 21st
Amendment, the Daily

Mirror newspaper report-
ed. The 21A aims, among
other reforms, at barring
dual citizens from contest-
ing elections to hold public
office. The 21st
Amendment is also expect-
ed to annul the 20A to the
Constitution, which gives
unfettered powers to
President Gotabaya after
abolishing the 19th
Amendment that will
strengthen Parliament.

In a direct attack on
Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, Basil
said he is against presi-
dential powers being
pruned to be vested with
a prime minister not
elected by the people.

His elder brother
Mahinda Rajapaksa had
to resign amidst public
anger against the govern-
ment’s inability to handle
the economic crisis.
Wickremesinghe last

week batted for the 21st
Amendment to the
Constitution, saying it
will curb the president’s
unlimited powers while
enhancing the role of
Parliament in governing
the debt-ridden country
which is also facing an
unprecedented political
turmoil.

Both Basil, 71, and
Mahinda, 76, fell victim to
public rage as demonstra-
tions became widespread
urging the resignation of
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, 72, over the
economic crisis. Widely
regarded as the intellec-
tual pillar of the
Rajapaksa family of polit-
ical brothers, Basil was
the finance minister of
Sri Lanka until April 4
when he was sacked by
President Gotabaya as the
country’s economic crisis
worsened.

Spain evacuates 2,000 people as
crews race to check wildfire

Madrid, Jun 09: 

Emergency agencies de-
ployed almost 1,000 fire-
fighters, military person-
nel and support crews on
Thursday to fight a wild-
fire in southern Spain that
has forced the evacuation
of some 2,000 people amid
fears that torrid weather
may feed the blaze.
Authorities raced against
the clock in the dry, hilly
area of Andalucia as
Spain’s AEMET weather
service said the country

could be on the verge of a
heatwave.

Temperatures were fore-
cast to reach well over 30
degrees Celsius and to in-
crease over the weekend.
Crews sought to take ad-
vantage of lower temper-
atures and more humid
conditions overnight that
saw the flames quiet
down, according to the
regional firefighting
service Infoca and the
Andalucia regional gov-
ernment. Seven water-
dropping helicopters and

a coordinating plane
were on standby. Spain’s
Emergency Military
Unit, which is assigned to
help civilian forces with
major incidents, sent 233
personnel and more than
80 vehicles to the area,
authorities said.

People were evacuated
as a precaution late on
Wednesday from five dif-
ferent locations across
the province of Malaga,
with most sheltering
with relatives or in local
hotels, officials said. The
blaze injured three fire-
fighters after it broke out
Wednesday amid gusting
winds; one suffered
burns on 25 per cent of
his body. Spain’s worst
wildfire last year ravaged
the same rugged area in-
land from the coastal re-
sort town of Marbella.

Nearly 10,000 hectares
(24,00 acres) burned be-
fore the fire was finally
put out after 46 days. One
firefighter died in the
blaze.

Firefigters walk in the area of a wildfire in Pujerra, Malaga,
on Thursday, June 9.

Tel Aviv, Jun 09:  

Israeli Prime
Minister Naftali
Bennett was on a sur-
prise visit to the United
Arab Emirates on
Thursday, a snap trip
that came as efforts to
salvage a deal over
Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme were stalled
amid a deepening stand-
off with Tehran. The
visit was Bennett’s sec-
ond public trip to Abu
Dhabi since Israel and
the UAE agreed to nor-
malize ties in 2020 after
years of quiet coopera-
tion, mainly over their
shared concerns over
Iran’s nuclear capabili-
ties. A statement from
Bennett’s office said the
Israeli leader will meet
Crown Prince
Mohamed bin Zayed
and that the two will dis-
cuss various regional is-
sues, with Iran likely to
top the agenda. In a

video statement record-
ed before departing,
Bennett commended
countries at an
International Atomic
Energy Agency meeting
in Vienna on
Wednesday who voted
to censure Iran over its
transparency about nu-
clear activities at three
undeclared sites in the
country. We see here a
firm stance by the coun-
tries of the world re-

garding the distinction
between good and evil,
as they clearly state that
Iran is concealing
things. We will not let
up on this issue, he said
before boarding a plane
to the UAE. The IAEA
said Thursday Iran
plans to ramp up its ura-
nium enrichment, with
the installation of ad-
vanced centrifuges.
Israel considers Iran to
be its greatest enemy
and it strongly opposed
the 2015 deal. It says it
wants an improved deal
that places tighter re-
strictions on Iran’s nu-
clear programme and
addresses Iran’s long-
range missile pro-
gramme and its support
for hostile proxies along
Israel’s borders. Israel
also says the negotia-
tions must be accompa-
nied by a credible mili-
tary threat to ensure
that Iran does not delay
indefinitely. Iran and

world powers agreed in
2015 to the nuclear deal,
which saw Tehran dras-
tically limit its enrich-
ment of uranium in ex-
change for the lifting of
economic sanctions. In
2018, then-President
Donald Trump unilater-
ally withdrew America
from the accord, raising
tensions across the
wider Middle East and
sparking a series of at-
tacks and incidents.
Talks in Vienna over
Iran’s tattered nuclear
deal have been stalled
since April. Since the
deal’s collapse, Iran has
been running advanced
centrifuges, and has a
rapidly growing stock-
pile of enriched urani-
um. Iran insists its pro-
gramme is for peaceful
purposes, though UN
experts and Western in-
telligence agencies say
Iran had an organised
military nuclear pro-
gramme through 2003.

Israeli PM Bennett in snap UAE
visit amid standoff with Iran

Beijing, Jun 09: China on
Thursday termed the criti-
cal remarks by a top US
General on its infrastruc-
ture build-up at the Sino-
India border as a “despica-
ble act” and criticised the at-
tempts of some American
officials to “add fuel to fire”,
emphasising that Beijing
and New Delhi have the
“will and capability” to
properly resolve their differ-
ences through talks.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian
made the remarks during a
media briefing here while

replying to a question on the
comments by US Army’s
Pacific Commanding
General Charles A Flynn,
who termed the situation in
eastern Ladakh as “alarm-
ing.” “This border issue is
between China and India
(and) the two sides have the
will and capability to prop-
erly resolve the issue
through talks,” Zhao said.

Zhao said “some US offi-
cials are trying to add fuel to
the fire and pointing fin-
gers. This is a despicable
act. We hope they will do
more to contribute to re-
gional peace and stability.”
He reiterated that the situa-

tion at eastern Ladakh
where the two sides had
over two year-long military
standoff is “stabilising”.

“Now the situation there
is stabilising on the whole
and the frontline forces
from both countries have re-
alised disengagement in
most areas along the west-
ern section,” Zhao said. Gen
Flynn, who is on a visit to
India, said on Wednesday
that some of the defence in-
frastructure that is being
created by China near its
border with India in Ladakh
is “alarming”, calling the
Chinese activity in that re-
gion as “eye-opening”.

China slams US General for 
criticising its military build-up Karachi, Jun 09: The idols of

deities at a Hindu temple in
this Pakistani city have been
destroyed, police have said, the
latest incident of vandalism
against the places of worship
of the minority community in
this country. The idols of

deities at Shri Mari Maata
Mandir in Karachi’s Korangi
area were attacked on
Wednesday. The temple is lo-
cated in “J” area within the
limits of Korangi police sta-
tion. After getting informa-
tion, the police reached the

area and inspected the temple
and inquired about the inci-
dent. The Express Tribune
newspaper reported that the
incident caused panic and fear

among the Hindu community
living in Karachi, particularly
in the Korangi area where po-
lice were deployed to avoid any
untoward incident.

Hindu temple vandalised in Pakistan’s Karachi city

W e use internet-con-
nected devices to ac-

cess our bank accounts, keep
our transport systems mov-
ing, communicate with our
colleagues, listen to music,
undertake commercially sen-
sitive tasks and order pizza.
Digital security is integral to
our lives, every day.

And as our IT systems be-
come more complex, the po-
tential for vulnerabilities in-
creases. More and more or-
ganisations are being
breached, leading to financial
loss, interrupted supply
chains and identity fraud.

The current best practice in
secure technology architec-
ture used by major businesses
and organisations is a zero
trust approach. In other
words, no person or system is
trusted and every interaction
is verified through a central
entity.

Unfortunately, absolute
trust is then placed in the ver-
ification system being used.
So breaching this system
gives an attacker the keys to
the kingdom. To address this
issue, decentralisation is a
new paradigm that removes
any single point of vulnera-

bility.
Our work investigates and

develops the algorithms re-
quired to set up an effective
decentralised verification
system. We hope our efforts
will help safeguard digital
identities, and bolster the se-
curity of the verification
processes so many of us rely
on.

Never trust, always verify
A zero trust system imple-

ments verification at every
possible step. Every user is
verified, and every action
they take is verified, too, be-
fore implementation. Moving
towards this approach is con-
sidered so important that US
President Joe Biden made an
executive order last year re-
quiring all US federal govern-
ment organisations to adopt a
zero trust architecture.

Many commercial organi-
sations are following suit.
However, in a zero trust envi-
ronment absolute faith is
(counter intuitively) placed in
the validation and verifica-
tion system, which in most
cases is an Identity and
Access Management (IAM)
system.

This creates a single trusted
entity which, if breached,
gives unencumbered access to
the entire organisations sys-
tems. An attacker can use one
user's stolen credentials (such
as a username and password)
to impersonate that user and
do anything they're autho-
rised to do whether it's open-
ing doors, authorising certain
payments, or copying sensi-
tive data.

However, if an attacker
gains access to the entire

IAM system, they can do any-
thing the system is capable of.
For instance, they may grant
themselves authority over
the entire payroll.

In January, identity man-
agement company Okta was
hacked. Okta is a single-sign-
on service that allows a com-
pany's employees to have one
password for all the compa-
ny's systems (as large compa-
nies often use multiple sys-
tems, with each requiring dif-
ferent login credentials).

Following Okta's hack, the
large companies using its
services had their accounts
compromised giving hackers
control over their systems. So
long as IAM systems are a
central point of authority
over organisations, they will
continue to be an attractive
target for attackers.

Decentralising trust
In our latest work, we re-

fined and validated algo-
rithms that can be used to
create a decentralised verifi-
cation system, which would
make hacking a lot more diffi-
cult. Our industry collabora-
tor, TIDE, has developed a
prototype system using the
validated algorithms.

Currently, when a user sets
up an account on an IAM sys-
tem, they choose a password
which the system should en-
crypt and store for later use.
But even in an encrypted
form, stored passwords are at-
tractive targets. And al-
though multi-factor authenti-
cation is useful for confirm-
ing a user's identity, it can be
circumvented.

If passwords could be veri-
fied without having to be

stored like this, attackers
would no longer have a clear
target. This is where decen-
tralisation comes in. Instead
of placing trust in a single
central entity, decentralisa-
tion places trust in the net-
work as a whole, and this net-
work can exist outside of the
IAM system using it.

The mathematical struc-
ture of the algorithms under-
pinning the decentralised au-
thority ensure that no single
node that can act alone.
Moreover, each node on the
network can be operated by
an independently operating
organisation, such as a bank,
telecommunication company
or government departments.

So stealing a single secret
would require hacking sever-
al independent nodes. Even
in the event of an IAM sys-
tem breach, the attacker
would only gain access to
some user data not the entire
system. And to award them-
selves authority over the en-
tire organisation, they would
need to breach a combination
of 14 independently operat-
ing nodes.

This isn't impossible, but
it's a lot harder. But beautiful
mathematics and verified al-
gorithms still aren't enough
to make a usable system.
There's more work to be done
before we can take decen-
tralised authority from a con-
cept, to a functioning network
that will keep our accounts
safe.

Senior Lecturer in
Mathematics and

Cybersecurity, RMIT
University
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Mithali Dorai Raj
End of an aura of world’s

woman Tendulkar, Mithali Dorai
Raj! The most capped player and
highest run scorer in the history
of women’s cricket, at the age of
39 announce her decision, saying
that “I feel now is the perfect
time to call curtains on my play-
ing career.” By this saying Raj
concluded her 23-year long, sto-
ried international journey that
had started in 1999 with a centu-
ry while she set the record for the
youngest women’s ODI centuri-
on, aged 16 years and 205 days, a
record which stands till date. In
her 23 years long cricket career,
Mithali was a trailblazer of
women’s cricket, as a world-con-
quering batter and as a World
Cup captain. She represented
India in 12 Tests, 232 ODIs and 89
T20Is amassing a tally of 10,868
runs making her the leading run-
scorer in women’s international
cricket; with 7805 runs in ODIs,
she’s the highest run-getter in
women’s ODIs. She notched up a
record 64 ODI half-centuries, plus
21 fifties in the other two formats
to go with 7 ODI hundreds and
one three-figure score in Tests –
214 against England in 2002. Not
only as an international repute
batter Mithali was ascended to
the captaincy post. She not only
led India to the final of the 2005
World Cup, but also 12 years
later, she once again led India to
the World Cup final in 2017, in
England, becoming the first, and
only, male or female, Indian to
captain the team to two ODI
World Cup finals. Though, India
lost both of those finals. A career
almost as long as that of Sachin
Tendulkar, whose real worth can’t
be measured. Both played for
more than two decades, both
racked up records that will take
gifted players to break. The GOAT
(Greatest Of All Time) Mithali
from Rajasthan has received sev-
eral civilian awards including the
Arjuna award, the Padma Shri
and the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna
award in 2021. Raj, you have been
an inspiration to millions all over
the cricket world. A big thanks to
you for your contribution towards
the growth of women's cricket in
India.Wish you best for your sec-
ond innings!

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Mithali: An inspiration
to millions

Mithali Raj was not only a
great batter, but a personality of
impeccable self-respect as well.
Once when an interviewer asked
her "Who is your favourite male
cricketer?", Mithali quipped as if
dismissing the questioner for a
sixer ---  "Do you ask Virat Kohli
which woman cricketer is his
favourite!" Despite the over-
whelming majority of limelight
glamour wealth publicity hype
imparted upon male cricketers,
Mithali stood her ground without
accepting the status of female
cricketers in lesser footing. To
her, much neglected margin-
alised eve's cricket is not a bit
less important than that of the
guys. This gentle cricketer of
spine and fighting spirit should
be the true role model  of the
country even after her departure
from the playing arena.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

NNiittiinn  GGaaddkkaarrii
@@nniittiinn__ggaaddkkaarrii

Proud Moment For The Entire
Nation! Feel very happy to con-
gratulate our exceptional
Team @ NHAI_ Official,
Consultants &  Concessionaire,
Rajpath Infracon Pvt Ltd &
Jagdish Kadam, on achieving
the Guinness World Record
(@GWR) of laying 75 Km
continuous Bituminous

Concrete Road.

JJaaggaatt  PPrraakkaasshh  NNaaddddaa@@JJPPNNaaddddaa

It was great to be in the historic
land of Andhra Pradesh on a two
day tour and to experience the
love of all its people. This state
and @BJP4India  have a long his-
tory, and I hope this history will
lead to a new dawn of success for
our party and the state itself.

PPrreessss  TTrruusstt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@PPTTII__NNeewwss

Aam Aadmi Party claims ruling
Congress in Rajasthan wants to
send BJP-backed Independent
candidate Subhash Chandra to
Rajya Sabha, terms shifting of
party MLAs to Udaipur resort
"eyewash"

TThhee  WWaallll  SSttrreeeett
JJoouurrnnaall@@WWSSJJ

The Japanese central
bank’s governor apolo-
gized Wednesday for a
comment suggesting he
liked the way consumers
were going along with
higher prices, highlighting
the political sensitivities
of the yen’s fall to a 20-

year low

PPrreessiiddeenntt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@rraasshhttrraappaattiibbhhvvnn
The books compile speeches delivered by President Kovind in his 4th year in office. The books  were
released by Education Minister, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan along with I&B Minister, Shri Anurag Thakur,
MoS Dr L. Murugan and MoS Education, Dr Subhas Sarkar earlier today.

UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss  iinn  IInnddiiaa@@UUNNiinnIInnddiiaa

Residents of Mumbai are stepping up to
#SaveOurOcean. They joined
@AfrozShah1@UNEP Champion of the
Earth and @ShombiSharp #UNRC????
to clean up Versova beach.  The collec-
tive actions of these #ProPlanetPeople
resonate with the Govt of India's recent-
ly launched #LiFE campaign.

T wists in Bihar politics has now become perceivable with re-
emergence of caste based clamoring among leaders of both

national and regional political parties. The complexities and contrasts
in the three decades of politics, beginning around 1889 with the well
known Mandal vs Kamandal issue, now seems set to undergo a new
churning.  The Janata Dal (U) leader Nitish Kumar has already batting
for caste-census in the state to the discomfiture of the party’s al-
liance partner BJP that has been dominating the national politics on
Hindu consolidation of votes across caste lines. The BJP is obviously
under the grip of a fear that dominance of communal politics that had
reversed the emergence of caste politics in the 1990s may be upset
by re-emergence of caste based politics which may be the beginning
of fall of BJP in Bihar and resurgence of regional parties like Nitish
Kumar’s JD(U) of Lalu Yadav’s RJD.  This political twist in Bihar politics
has triggered due to several factors, including the recent Vidhan
Sabha election in Uttar Pradesh which showed re-emergence of
Akhilesh Yadav’s Samajwadi Party. Even other states of the country
are not immune to re-emergence of caste politics. Many politicians
believe that consolidation of Hindu votes can be broken only through
alienation of several castes from the communal fold of the BJP.  BJP is
also aware of the moves of regional political parties on caste lines. It
is perhaps due to this reason the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
been trying to play a major role in the OBC politics by bringing not
only more OBC leaders in his cabinet but also some policies relating
to reservations. BJP leadership is therefore trying their best to make
their Hindu vote bank intact by preventing any split of votes on caste
lines that may benefit the regional parties.  Stronger BJP in Bihar
means undoing of Nitish Kumar and his politics and he is conscious of
this possibility. He has therefore been not comfortable with the BJP
which has been manifested recently in denying RCP Singh a Rajya
Sabha Ticket who is now a minister in the Narendra Modi cabinet. It
means there will be no minister from JD(U) in the Union Government
led by the BJP.  Chief Minister Nitish Kumar is clearly upset by the BJP
politics in his state.  Denying ticket to RCP Singh for the third time is
not a simple incident, since he was once number two in JD(U), but his
proximity with BJP and his talking for the BJP has enraged Nitish
Kumar. Mr Singh had differed with the party line on conducting a
caste-based census in the state, and supported the BJP which does
not support any caste-based census. Going one step ahead, Nitish
Kumar has set up an all-party meet as a first step towards holding
caste census in Bihar. Nitish Kumar gave Rajya Sabha ticket to Khiru
Mahto, the Jharkhand JD(U) chief, which is indicative of the wish of
the JD(U) leader to extend his brand of politics even in Jharkhand, a
state where the BJP went out of power after being defeated by oppo-
sition alliance led by JMM’s Hemant Soren in the last Vidhan Sabha
election.   Former CM of Bihar, Lalu Prasad Yadav and his party RJD
led by his son Tejasvi Yadav, the leader of opposition in Bihar are also
batting for caste-census, obviously for the same reason. They also
believe that Hindu consolidation of votes in favour of the BJP can be
broken only if their unity on communal line can be weakened through
widening caste differences and caste based politics.  It should be
noted that Nitish Kumar have largest support base among Kurmis in
Bihar, while Lalu Yadav has among the Yadavas. Both have been try-
ing to widen their support base by winning other castes too, especial-
ly other backward castes. The BJP has also been tying the same so
that it can not only keep its support base intact but also attracting the
voters of other castes by incorporating their leaders in the party or
government structure.  There are also reports that Nitish Kumar is
trying to become a joint opposition face in the national politics, per-
haps in the hopes of becoming the PM face in the Lok Sabha election
of 2014 against the BJP. For this, it is said in the political circle,  he can
even realign with the RJD in the state by deserting the BJP, for a
greater role in national politics.  RCP Singh’s recent statements after
being denied a Rajya Sabha ticket also suggest the growing rift be-
tween the BJP and JD(U).  This rift is all set to escalate and become a
political contest between Hindutva communal forces led by BJP and
aspirational caste politics in the state led by the JD(U) and RJD. Re-
emergence of caste (Mandal) politics may dent into the Hindu com-
munal support base of the BJP, but only time will tell how much. 

Twists in Bihar politics 
signals new churnings

T here is strong potential for India to emerge as a refinery and
petrochemical hub for Europe as they look for an alternative

to China. India has an advantage in terms of scale, location, skill sets
and technology to play the part that China had played for Europe in
the past. In fact, India’s petroleum products exports, which surged
161% in FY22 to $67.5 billion, partly driven by a rise in prices, will get
a further fillip in the current year with several European countries re-
sorting to India to source refined products from Russia’s Urals crude,
which is out of bounds for them. Currently, discounted Russian crude
allows private Indian refiners Reliance and Nayara to realise over
$15-$18 per barrel from the export of refined products to Europe and
the US. This compares with $7-$9 per barrel in March-April when the
majority of discounts were taken by traders. Given the possibility of a
prolonged stand-off between Moscow and the West and the chances
of a steady supply of Russian crude to India at relatively lower rates,
India’s private oil refiners may go for capacity expansion in the short
term to raise supplies to Europe. Eventually, the changed structure
of crude sourcing could even let India realise its goal of becoming a
refinery hub. The Russia-Ukraine war and the stringent sanctions on
Russia by the West have thrown up more opportunities for India’s
businesses than earlier anticipated. Defence production and mainte-
nance, shipbuilding and oil refining are three areas where Indian
firms are already beneficiaries or have at least received enquiries
from potential importers. According to sources, hit by supply disrup-
tions, Russia’s defence companies have approached Indian firms
seeking to buy various components for naval shipbuilding and de-
fence equipment. These firms are also looking to recruit Indians as
the exit of skilled shipbuilding professionals, post the breakout of
war, has created a manpower shortage. Some European companies,
which purchased defence and shipbuilding articles from Russia, now
want India to assemble these products and supply them. Besides,
firms from Africa and South East Asia, which have conventionally
been reliant on Russian defence platforms, now want India to pro-
vide the maintenance repair and operations (MRO) services for such
equipment. The firms have agreed to give the technology support
needed for creating manufacturing and assembling facilities in India.
Russia-made naval ships may be repaired in India, with that coun-
try’s consent to share technology. In the 2011-21 decade, India im-
ported $22.8 billion worth of arms from Russia, its largest supplier.
The purchases during the period were up 42.5% over the previous
decade. The ramification and lessons to be learnt from the Russia-
Ukraine war are manifold for the Indian military, not only limited to
tactical or strategical level. Being self-reliant in defence is essential
to tackle the challenges in uncertain geopolitical times.

Ukraine war throws up more
opportunities for India
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Commuters look for other modes of conveyance after delay in metro services, outside Akshardham metro station, in
New Delhi, Thursday.

There are systems guarding’ your data in 
cyberspace but who is guarding the guards?

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

Modi Govt cannot stand up to the
Arabs. Indian Govt has voted against
Israel and in favour terrorist Hamas.
Indian Govt during Afghan crisis hung
around Qatar to pleading to make
India party with Taliban. Dubai is
recognised as a money launderer and
controls BCCI. Want more?

DELAY IN METRO SERVICES

JOANNE HALL
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BRIEF

Appointment

Washington: Indian
economist Krishna
Srinivasan has been
appointed as the
Director of the Asia
and Pacific
Department (APD) by
International
Monetary Fund
Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva.
According to an IMF
announcement,
Srinivasan will suc-
ceed Changyong Rhee
whose retirement
from the organisation
was announced on
March 23. “Krishna is
a highly regarded
member of our Fund
family and has made
many important and
innovative contribu-
tions to our mission
throughout his career
at the Fund,”
Georgieva said on
Wednesday.

EV charging
New Delhi: Jio-bp -
the fuel retailing joint
venture between
Reliance Industries
and supermajor bp -
will set up EV charg-
ing and battery swap-
ping stations at prop-
erties of real estate de-
veloper Omaxe in 12
cities as it looks to
take mobility solu-
tions to doorstep of
users. In a statement
to media, the firms
said Omaxe will be a
partner in establish-
ing a battery charging
ecosystem for electri-
cal vehicles.

Tax terror

New Delhi: Union
Minister Jitendra
Singh on Wednesday
said the number of
tax payers in the coun-
try has substantially
increased in the last
eight years and that
the earlier atmos-
phere of “tax terror”
gradually waned after
Narendra Modi be-
came the prime minis-
ter. Speaking after re-
leasing ‘Aarohan’, a
coffee table book and
e-book on the progres-
sive contribution of
the Income Tax de-
partment over the
decades, here, he said
that under the leader-
ship of Prime
Minister Modi, eco-
nomic behaviour of
the people of the coun-
try has changed.

Liquor prices 
Chandigarh: Prices
of liquor in Punjab
are expected to drop
by at least 30 to 40 per
cent to be on par with
the rates in Union
Territory Chandigarh
and Haryana, with the
state Cabinet of the
AAP-led government
approving its first ex-
cise policy on
Wednesday. Chief
minister Bhagwant
Mann-led government
set a target of collect-
ing Rs 9,647.85 crore,
40 per cent up from
the revenue mobilised
from the liquor busi-
ness last year.

BIOTECH START-UP EXPO

Visitors during Biotech Start-up Expo 2022, at Pragati Maidan, in New Delhi, Thursday, June 09. 

United Nations, Jun 09: 

Foreign Direct
Investment inflows to
India declined USD 19
billion to USD 45 billion
in 2021 but the country
still remained among
the top 10 global
economies for FDI last
year, the United Nations
said on Thursday.
According to the United
Nations Conference on
Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) World
Investment Report,
flows of foreign direct
investment recovered to
pre-pandemic levels last
year, hitting nearly USD
1.6 trillion. However,
the prospects for this
year are grimmer as
global FDI in 2022 and
beyond will be affected

by the security and hu-
manitarian crises
caused by the Ukraine
war, by macroeconomic
shocks set off by the
conflict, by energy and
food price hikes, and by
increased investor un-
certainty. India, which
had received USD 64 bil-
lion in FDI in 2020,
recorded a decline in
FDI inflows in 2021 at
USD 45 billion. But
India was still among
the top 10 economies for
FDI inflows in 2021,
ranking 7th after the
US, China, Hong Kong,
Singapore, Canada and
Brazil. South Africa,
Russia and Mexico
rounded up the top 10
economies for FDI in-
flows in 2021.

Flows to India de-
clined to USD 45 billion.
However, a flurry of
new international proj-
ect finance deals were

announced in the coun-
try: 108 projects, com-
pared with 20 projects
on average for the last 10
years, the report said,
adding that the largest
number of 23 projects
was in renewables.
Large projects include
the construction of a
steel and cement plant
in India for USD 13.5 bil-
lion by Arcelormittal
Nippon Steel (Japan)
and the construction of
a new car manufactur-
ing facility by Suzuki
Motor (Japan) for USD
2.4 billion. Outward FDI
from South Asia, mainly
from India, rose by 43
per cent to USD 16 bil-
lion. The report noted
that the war in Ukraine
will have far-reaching
consequences for inter-
national investment in
economic development
and the Sustainable
Development Goals

(SDGs) in all countries.
It comes as a fragile
world economy was just
beginning an uneven re-
covery from the effects
of the pandemic. The re-
port said the direct ef-
fects of the war on in-
vestment flows to and
from Russia and
Ukraine include the
halting of existing in-
vestment projects and
the cancellation of an-
nounced projects, an ex-
odus of multinational
enterprises (MNEs)
from Russia, wide-
spread loss of asset val-
ues and sanctions virtu-
ally precluding out-
flows. It added that to
date, MNEs from China
and India account for a
negligible share of FDI
stock in Russia (less
than 1 per cent), al-
though their share in
ongoing projects is larg-
er.

India among top 10 global
economies for FDI in 2021: UN
 Despite decline in

investment to $45 bn

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  JJuunn  0099::  The largest
iron ore producer of India,
NMDC is participating in the
Department of Public
Enterprises (DPE) Exhibition to
celebrate the ongoing
AzadiKaAmritMahotsav (AKAM)
at Mahatma Mandir Convention
and Exhibition Center,
Gandhinagar, Gujarat from 9th
to 12th June, 2022. Nirmala
Sitharaman, Honourable Union
Minister of Finance & Corporate
Affairs and  Bhupendrabhai
Patel, Chief Minister of Gujarat
inaugurated the exhibition on
‘Nation Building and CPSEs’
where 75 CPSEs including
NMDC showcased their achieve-
ments towards nation building.
The NMDC pavilion was inaugu-
rated by the company’s Director
(Finance) Amitava Mukherjee.
The stall was a display of
NMDC’s major achievements of
42 million tonnes iron ore pro-
duction, the company’s trans-
formational digital journey, and
investment in building the social
capital of its host communities.
In the honour of 75 years of
independence, NMDC is organ-

izing activities and campaigns
to engage people in celebrating
AzadikaAmritMahotsavas a Jan-
Utsav in the spirit of Jan-
Bhagidari.  In the backdrop of
the Smart Cities Mission of
India@75, NMDC also commis-
sioned a Solid and Liquid
Resource Management (SLRM)
Center at its BIOM Bacheli
Complex today. This initiative to
reuse and recycle waste aims to
make Bacheli a garbage-free
town and harness technology
for smart outcomes.
Congratulating team NMDC for
its excellent display at the exhi-
bition, Amitava Mukherjee said,

“NMDC’s endeavor to build a
robust digital infrastructure is in
line with the motive of the
Finance Ministry’s Iconic Week.
Our lighthouse digital initiative
will boost production, ensure
mineral security, and is a tribute
to India@75.” Speaking on the
occasion, Sumit Deb, CMD,
NMDC said “CPSEs have played
a pivotal role in the growth story
of our nation and this iconic
AzadikaAmritMahotsav celebra-
tion is befitting. NMDC is devot-
ed to building a self-reliant and
steel solid future for India. It is a
moment of pride for us to be a
part of this mega show.”

Spectacular NMDC exhibition at DPE’s
Azadi-Ka-Amrit-Mahotsav mega show

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0099:: German auto
major Volkswagen on Thursday
launched its mid-sized sedan
‘Virtus’ in India with prices
starting at Rs 11.21 lakh (ex-
showroom). The company’s
new offering would compete
with the likes of Honda City,

Maruti Ciaz, Hyundai Verna and
the recently-launched Skoda
Slavia in the mid-sized sedan
segment. Developed on the
company’s MQB A0 IN plat-
form, Virtus is manufactured at
the Chakan plant in Pune and
comes with up to 95 per cent

localisation levels. Virtus is the
second product under the
group’s India 2.0 project and
comes with 1 litre and 1.5 litre
TSI petrol powertrains, mated
with both manual and automat-
ic transmissions. The 1-litre
trims are tagged between Rs
11.21 lakh and Rs 15.71 lakh,
while the single 1.5-litre variant
is priced at Rs 17.91 lakh. The
one-litre petrol trims deliver
115 PS of power while the 1.5-
litre variants generate 150 PS
of power. 

The 1-litre trim with six
speed manual transmission
delivers a fuel efficiency of 19.4
km per litre while the six-speed
automatic version comes with a
18.12-km-per-litre fuel efficien-
cy, the company said. The 1.5-
litre variant with seven-speed
DSG transmission delivers a
fuel efficiency of 18.67 km per
litre, it added. 

Volkswagen drives in mid-sized
sedan ‘Virtus’ tagged at Rs 11.21 lakh

Kolkata, Jun 09: 

Export of tea during the
last fiscal FY22 declined
marginally to 200.79 mil-
lion kilograms as com-
pared to 203.79 million kilo-
grams in the previous fi-
nancial year, according to
Tea Board data. Offtake by
the CIS countries, the
largest importer of Indian
tea, fell to 42.48 million
kilograms in the last fiscal,
as against 49.08 million
kilograms during 2020-21.
The export to Iran, the sec-
ond-largest importer after
CIS, however, rose slightly
to 29.28 million kilograms
from 28.35 million kilo-
grams in the similar previ-
ous period. The United
Arab Emirates (UAE) lift-
ed a much higher offtake
during the last fiscal at

23.20 million kilograms as
against 13.60 million kilo-
grams in the correspon-
ding previous financial
year, Tea Board said. The
USA lifted a slightly high-
er amount from India at
13.46 million kilograms
from 12.06 million kilo-
grams while imports by
the UK were lower at 10.15
million kilograms during
the last fiscal. The value of
exports during the last fis-
cal was Rs 5,415.78 crore,
higher than Rs 5,311.53
crore in the same period
previous fiscal. Sources in
the tea industry said the
marginal fall in exports
was due to a shortage of
shipping containers and
high ocean freight. Tea
Board has set up an ag-
gressive target of 300 mil-
lion kilograms by 2025.

Tea exports fall marginally
in FY22: Tea Board data

Mumbai, Jun 09:

The country’s current
account deficit is likely to
hit a three-year high of 1.8
per cent or USD 43.81 bil-
lion in FY22, as against a
surplus of 0.9 per cent or
USD 23.91 billion in FY21,
a report said on Thursday.
According to an assess-
ment by India Ratings, the
Current Account Deficit
(CAD) has moderated to
USD 17.3 billion or 1.96
per cent of GDP in the
fourth quarter of FY22 as
against USD 8.2 billion or
1.03 per cent in the year-
ago period, and massively
down from USD 23.02 bil-
lion or 2.74 per cent in Q3,
which was a 13-quarter
high. The improvement in
the key numbers are due

to the remarkable im-
provement in merchan-
dise exports in FY22,
when it grew 42.4 per cent
as against a negative 7.5
per cent in the pandemic-
hit FY121.

But exports could face
significant headwinds
from rising uncertainty
and volatility in the global
economy primarily be-
cause of the spike in com-
modity prices, especially
crude oil after Russia in-
vaded Ukraine, the report
warned, and pointed to
the lower forecast of glob-
al growth by the World
Trade Organisation
(WTO) which sees the
global economy clipping
at just about 3 per cent in
2022, down from 4.7 per
cent forecast earlier.

Currency account deficit
likely to hit three-year high
at USD 43.8 billion in FY22

Mumbai, Jun 06: 

Samsung, India’s most
admired brand,today-
launched the inaugural
edition of Solve for
Tomorrow, a new youth-
centricnational education
and innovation competi-
tion,invitingIndia’sbrighte
st young minds to come up
with innovative ideas that
can transform the lives of
people and communities
around them. With Solve
for Tomorrow, a citizen-
ship initiative that engages
Gen Z around the world,
Samsung aims to provide
support to youth in India
aged 16-22 years from
across cities, towns and
villagesto turn their ideas
to solve real-world issues
into action. In the first
year, Solve for Tomorrow
is inviting ideas in the
areas of Education,
Environment, Healthcare
and Agriculture, the prior-
ity UN Sustainable
Development Goals for

India. Support will include
mentoring of the top 50
teams (individuals or
teams of up to 3 members)
by industry experts
andFoundation for
Innovation and
Technology Transfer
(FITT) atIndian Institute of
Technology, Delhi (IIT
Delhi) to help enhance
their ideas, along with a
boot-camp at IIT Delhi,a
certificate of participa-
tion, and vouchers worth
INR 100,000 for online
courses in design thinking,
STEM, innovation,leader-
ship, among others. The
top 10 teams will get the op-
portunity to visit Samsung
India offices, its R&D cen-
tres andSamsung Opera
House inBengaluru where
they will interact with
young Samsung employees
and researchers.

The annual programwill
end with the grand an-
nouncement ofthree na-
tional winners, who stand
a chance to get mega sup-

port of up toINR 1 crore-
and mentoring support for
six months to take their
ideas to the next level
under the expert guidance
of IIT Delhi. Participants
can apply for Solve for
Tomorrow, get detailed in-
formation on the program
and terms and conditions
at www.samsung.
com/in/solve fo rtomor-
row, starting June 09, 2022
till 5 pm, July 31, 2022. Mr.
Ken Kang, President and
CEO, Samsung Southwest
Asia, said, “At Samsung,
harnessing the power of
youth is priority. This is
what drives us and our
global CSR vision of
‘Together for Tomorrow!
Enabling People,’ which
seeks to empower the next
generation to achieve their
full potential and pioneer
positive social changes.
Solve for Tomorrow also
takes us a step ahead in
our vision of ‘Powering
Digital India’ as the coun-
try’s strongest partner.”

Samsung launches ‘Solve for Tomorrow’

Gandhinagar, Jun 09:

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday asked public sec-
tor enterprises to improve
on professionalism, reduce
expenditure and consider
working with private sector
entities. She was address-
ing the heads of various
central public sector enter-
prises (CPSEs) at Mahatma
Mandir in Gandhinagar
after inaugurating a mega
exhibition on the contribu-
tion of these government-
owned companies to na-
tion-building as part of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
celebrations. “It is now
time for PSEs to show that
you are very keen to im-
prove on your professional-
ism as much as you have
done between 1991 and now.

And where possible, in
order to bring down the
overheads, it might be
worth looking at private
participation together with
what you are doing...you
can benefit from the effi-
ciency of the private sec-
tor,” Sitharaman said.
Referring to the new PSE
policy announced in 2021,
the Finance Minister said
PSEs need to be aware of
the competition they will

face from the private sector
for whom the government
has opened the strategic
sectors. “The policy has
opened up for the private
sector to operate, and there-
fore, I would raise a flag
here to all the PSEs. The
moment you are opening
up for the private sector to
come into an area, we in the
public sector will have to be
conscious of the level of
competition which is going

to be before us. “And if we
are conscious of the level of
competition, I am sure, just
like you have done in the
past for several decades,
you will face the challenge,
and also be able to stand up
and through better efficien-
cies be on the top rather
than leave the space,”
Sitharaman said. She
termed the economic re-
forms, which were intro-
duced in the country in
1991, a “game-changer”.
“With India opening up
after 1991, PSEs started
competing with the private
sector entities. You found
that to be a game-changer
as the PSEs realised that
now they have to improve
on their efficiencies, also
scale up and reduce the
overheads,” the minister
said.

Improve on professionalism, 
reduce expenditure: Sitharaman to PSEs

New Delhi, Jun 09:  

Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer of
aluminium,is proud to de-
clare that its largest alu-
minium smelter has sub-
stantially reduced its GHG
or greenhouse gas emis-
sions intensity (carbon
footprint) by around 12%
in FY22 over the previous
fiscal, while increasing
production volume by
20%. On World
Environment Day, Vedanta
Aluminium commits to re-
duce GHG emissions in-
tensity by 25% by 2030,
over FY21 baseline, as part
of its climate action en-
deavours.

Historically, Vedanta
Aluminium has reduced
its GHG emissions intensi-
ty by 21% in the 2012-21 pe-

riod, while almost tripling
its production in the same
period.

Vedanta Aluminium
has deployed a multi-
pronged approach for com-
bating climate change.
This includes operating
plants at high levels of op-
erational efficiencies, in-
creasing quantum of re-
newables in energy mix,
and transitioning to clean-

er fuels from fossil fuels.
Speaking about Vedanta
Aluminium’s approach to
sustainable development,
Mr Rahul Sharma, CEO –
Aluminium Business,
Vedanta Limited, said,
“Being India’s largest pro-
ducers of aluminium, we
firmly believe in our role
as climate action stewards
while being industry lead-
ers.

We have set ambitious
targets for ourselves on
our road to Net Zero
Carbon by 2050, with the
first milestone being 25%
reduction in GHG emis-
sions intensity by 2030. We
have adopted a 360-degree
approach to sustainable
development, which in-
cludes products, process-
es, technology, policy and
partnerships.

Vedanta Aluminium’s largest smelter
reduces GHG emissions intensity by 12% 

P
raises contin-
ue to be
showered on

director Lokesh
Kanakaraj's ac-
tion entertainer
'Vikram', with
a c t r e s s e s
K e e r t h y
Suresh and
N i v e t h a
Thomas being
the latest
celebs to appreciate
the cast and crew.

Keerthy Suresh too
took to Twitter to
heap praises on the
film that is raking in
the moolah at the box
office.

She said, "'VIKRAM!'
Take a bow director
Lokesh sir for creating
your own universe! Hats
off to Ulaganayagan
Kamal Haasan sir for
making this an Ulaga
(world) level experience.
The backbone of the
film Anirudh, you were
just terrific! BGMs lam
theri!

" G i r i s h
Gangadharan's cine-
matography was just
stunning! Fahadh
Faasil and Vijay
Sethupathi sir, you
both rocked the show.
And Suriya sir AKA
'Rolex' your cameo gave lit-
eral goosebumps, it was a
vera level experience to
watch!!

ACROSS

1. Hurl

5. Ancient object

10. Above

14. Choir voice

15. Coliseum

16. Tender

17. Close tightly

18. Principal

20. Seoul's country

22. Most destitute

23. Not spicy

26. Indicates assent

27. Temporary

31. Hurricane

35. Pirate's liquor

36. Letterman's rival

37. Oxford, e.g.

38. Boxing great

39. Beseech

43. Med. group

44. Copper coin

46. Identical

47. Jogged

48. Scout unit

50. Not temporary

52. Actress ____ Hayworth

54. Forfeit

55. Certain connectors

59. Occurrence

63. Plant eater

66. Precinct

67. Chilled

68. Slogan

69. Radio tuner

70. Extinct creature

71. Ranch animal

72. 43,560 square feet

DOWN

1. Chore

2. Butter's rival

3. "A ____ Is Born"

4. Serious

5. Football cheer

6. Before, to Keats

7. Slim

8. Set in from the margin

9. Engraved gem

10. Helps

11. Handbag

12. Crude metals

13. Jaunty

19. Tacks on

21. Theater walkway

24. Property right

25. Fender dimple

27. Digestive ____

28. King, e.g.

29. ____ acid (protein component)

30. From Oslo

32. Midwest airport

33. Nero, e.g.

34. Signified

40. British nobleman

41. Munitions, for short

42. Poke fun at

45. Underwater weapon

49. Actor Brad ____

50. Talking bird

51. Las Vegas's state

53. Athletic groups

55. Keen

56. Art ____ ('20s movement)

57. Mellowed

58. Location

60. Clapton or Idle

61. Adjacent

62. Story

64. Consumed

65. And not
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You often need to thrive on personal
emotions. Today will be no exception to
the rule. For instance, you could try to
captivate the attention of people you
admire. The only problem is that they
might not be receptive at first. Try to
take your time. You will have other
opportunities in the near future.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You shouldn't try to fight the feelings that
run through you today. Don't even try to
rationalize them. These feelings are prob-
ably related to emotions dating back to
your childhood. You shouldn't avoid or
analyze them. There will be a lot of tur-
moil welling up inside you, Pisces. You
should try to find some peace and quiet
with special someone.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You'll be lost in your thoughts today, ana-
lyzing your life and relationships. You'll be
asking yourself if your existence is meet-
ing your standards. You will ponder what
to expect from the future and from the
people around you. You're in the right
frame of mind to make a few life-changing
decisions.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you will have all the energy you
need to deal with long-term family prob-
lems. Indeed, you'll probably clash with
some of your relatives. But this situation
won't cause any serious issues, and you'll
deal with these circumstances like a pro.
You have the ability to get out of any deli-
cate situation you find yourself in today.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You enjoy caring for others and you
intervene regularly in their lives to guide
them. Ironically, today you're the one
who needs advice. You'll probably need
to get away from it all in order to get a
clear view of your own life, Gemini. You
could even decide to make the neces-
sary arrangements for a trip abroad at
some point in the future.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

We all have to make compromises in order
to live in contemporary society. You may
have strong beliefs, but it's difficult to com-
bine your ideals and a social life. Today you
may wonder if you're prepared to be edged
out of society and fight for your convictions.
Shouldn't you try to find a compromise
between life and your ideals?

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You've always felt the need to free your-
self from society. You need to feel inde-
pendent at any cost. You may need to
face certain relationship problems at this
time. Perhaps you're hesitant to commit
either at work or in your personal life.
You may ask yourself if your attitude isn't
in fact revealing a desire to get away
from it all. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You may feel annoyed about the attitude
of some of your group of friends. Unlike
these people, you're very open-minded
and you can deal with situations as they
arise. Indeed, you have a natural ability to
adapt to every situation. Virgo, today
you'll probably have to arbitrate between
two people with widely differing opinions.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today, Libra, you'll be submerged under
a lot of emotions. In a way, you'll be
revisiting your childhood. You may be
very edgy. This is a good disposition in
which to analyze your life. You'll be able
to see if everything around you is where
you think it belongs. Try to make the
most out of this frame of mind.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You really know how to seduce, Scorpio.
There is a spark inside of you that spreads
naturally to those around you. You have a
big reservoir of sensitivity and emotion
that could grow today. You might charm
new people. Don't forget to recharge your
batteries in order to keep your feelings
intact in the days to come.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You're a very active person, Sagittarius, but
today you'll probably be disappointed. If
you ask those around you to help with your
activities, they most likely won't under-
stand your needs. They'll wonder why you
need to move constantly and why you need
to create. The day may seem exhausting
and complicated to you.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Nothing much is happening today, yet you
seem worried and tense. You'll have to use
this day to your advantage. Think about
your life. You'll also think about the needs
of your relatives in the years to come and
how to attain those goals. You'll also be in
the best disposition to think about your
own family life.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T
he makers of the
upcoming film
'Khuda Haafiz

Chapter II Agni Pariksha'
unveiled the trailer of the
Viidyut Jammwal-star-
rer and it shows the ac-
tion star's fierce side as
this time its about his
character's daughter.

The glimpses of its
trailer show Vidyut in a
novel avatar, which is
sure to make the fans
wonder what he has in
store for them. The ac-
tion-packed trailer shows
a determined Sameer
(Vidyut), who is looking
for his missing daughter
and will stop at nothing
to bring her home.

Vidyut says: "After the
success of Khuda Haafiz,
we were asked by viewers
if there are happy end-
ings. We pondered on it
and realised that the soci-
ety must also undergo a
test. We thought about
the aftermath of the
events in the first chapter
and what it meant for

Sameer and Nargis."
"That's how we arrived

on the second chapter. Its
trailer shows glimpses of
how challenging and bru-
tal it can be to pass the
test of love."

The film brings back
Shivaleeka Oberoi, who
plays Vidyut's wife
Nargis in the movie.
Slated to hit the theatres
on 8th July 2022, the
Faruk Kabir directorial
has been inspiring cu-
riosity since its an-
nouncement. Shivaleeka

said: "Every love story
comes with an 'Agni
Pariksha'. Part one was
about Sameer and
Nargis' finding each
other again despite all
odds. But will love with-
stand the new chal-
lenges? This is one test of
love I can't wait to show-
case on the big screen."
Filmmaker Faruk Kabir
added: "I'm overwhelmed
with the release of the
much-awaited trailer of
our film Khuda Haafiz
Chapter II Agni

Pariksha. We are truly
grateful for the love that
our first film Khuda
Haafiz has been show-
ered with. It's amazing to
have viewers curious
about the fate of Sameer
and Nargis in the second
chapter." Founder and
MD, Panorama Studios,
Kumar Mangat Pathak
says, "The trailer of
Khuda Haafiz Chapter II
Agni Pariksha carries an
essence of what it means
to be in love with some-
one and go all out for
them. It is amazing to be
catering to the audience
that has been waiting so
eagerly for Chapter II."
Producer at Cinergy,
Ram Mirchandani
shared that Vidyut has
rewritten the rules of ac-
tion heroism in our films
and with 'Khuda Haafiz
Chapter II Agni
Pariksha', he has set
harder hitting bench-
marks. The action drama
is all set to hit the the-
atres on July 8.

He’ll find you, he’ll kill you:
Vidyut’s unstoppable in ‘Khuda

Haafiz Chapter II’ trailer

A
ctor Karthi, the
younger brother of
Tamil star Suriya, has

showered praise on director
Lokesh Kanakaraj's action
entertainer 'Vikram', saying
the film was a "true celebra-
tion of Kamal Haasan".

The actor, who took to
Twitter to pen his thoughts
on the film, wrote, "'Vikram' -
as mentioned by all, a true cel-
ebration of our Kamal
Haasan sir! It's such a high to
watch him kick up a storm.
Action and visuals were racy
with interesting connections
and surprises throughout."

The actor also spoke about
the performances of the other
members of the cast.

He said, "Fahadh Faasil
never lets his intensity drop.
Vijay Sethupathi brings out a
new shade of baddie."

Heaping praises on the
film's music director, Karthi
said, "Anirudh…what a back-
ground score… He makes
danger seem so large and the
savior seem so powerful."

He also spoke about his
brother Suriya's perform-
ance. He said, "Finally, man
Rolex sir was SCARY.
Director Lokesh, you trans-
ferred your fanboy excite-
ment completely to the audi-
ence."

The film, which released on
June 7, has been garnering
praise ever since it hit

screens.

Karthi
calls

‘Vikram’ 
a true 

celebration
of Kamal
Haasan

Keerthy
Suresh

heaps praise
on ‘Vikram’

S
ince the first glimpse of Sony
Entertainment Television’s up-
coming drama

‘Appnapan…Badalte Rishton Ka
Bandhan’ has sent a ripple of excite-
ment through the crowd with its in-
triguing storyline. Shedding light on
the dilemma and complexities in rela-
tionships, the show brings forth the
story of an estranged couple – Pallavi
and Nikhil, who are single parents and
how both face their own challenges of
parenting while battling their obstacles
from their past. But, destiny brings

them face to face once again….will they
give a second chance to their relation-
ship for the sake of their children? The
answer to this question is definitely
going to keep the viewers intrigued.

Starring popular actress Cezanne
Khan and Rajshree Thakur in the lead
roles, the show is all set to premiere on
15th June every Monday to Friday at 10
pm. ‘Appnapan… Badalate rishton ka
bandhan’ is all set to premiere from
15th June, every Monday to Friday at 10
pm only on Sony Entertainment
Television!

Mehak Ghai roped in for‘Appnapan…
Badalte Rishton Ka Bandhan’

B
irthdays call for celebration
with close ones and it be-
comes extra special when you

get to meet your loved one after
years! Ashna Kishore, who essays
the role of Kate in &TV's Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan, recently had one of the
most memorable birthday celebra-
tions with her twin brother
Abhishek. While the twin siblings
could not celebrate their special day
together last year owing to travel re-
strictions, this year, Ashna took a

day off, travelled to her hometown
Delhi and had a mega celebration
with Abhishek.

Talking about her birthday cele-
bration, Ashna Kishore (Kate) says,
"We love to celebrate our birthdays
together. This year’s celebration was
extremely special as we could not
meet last year." 

Watch Ashna Kishore as Kate in
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
airing every Monday to Friday only
on &TV!

Ashna celebrates her B’Day
with twin brother Abhishek!
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New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Hoping to break his indi-
vidual title drought that has
stretched to five years, HS
Prannoy says he will have
no regrets even if it doesn't
come his way since he has a
Thomas Cup gold in his tro-
phy cabinet now.

The giant-killer's tag has
stayed for far too long for
Prannoy, who scripted some
of the most headline-grab-
bing victories over top stars
such as Lee Chong Wei, Lin
Dan, Chen Long and Viktor
Axelsen.

However, he could not
weave the big wins together
in a week's time and even
though he rose to a career-
best ranking of world num-
ber 8 in 2018, the Indian's
last individual title win
came way back in 2017, at
the US Open Grand Prix
Gold. "See there will be
some extraordinary play-
ers, who go on to win con-
tinuously. But there are oth-
ers who have the potential
and have big wins against

big players but never been
able to win something real-
ly big. I come in that catego-
ry," Prannoy told PTI dur-
ing an interview. "I know I
haven't won something real-
ly big, may be something is
on the cards, it will come
when it has to but even if it
doesn't, it's okay because
you know you are putting
in the effort. I think I have

been blessed to be in that
Thomas Cup squad."

The Kerala shuttler had
come close to winning a
title after reaching the
Swiss Open Super 300 final
in March this year.

Though Prannoy, cur-
rently ranked 23, couldn't
go the distance, his per-
formance earned him a
place in the Thomas Cup

squad and he went on to
play a pivotal role in India's
epic triumph by winning
the decisive third singles
against Malaysia and
Denmark in the quarterfi-
nals and semifinals respec-
tively. It was his win over
Jun Hao Leung which
helped India stun Malaysia,
a five-time champions, and
secure a first-ever medal in
the Thomas Cup in 43 years.

"Being part of this squad,
I could be part of that mo-
ment, could be part of that
podium. I am lucky enough
to get that feeling which no
one else in the world can
feel." While injuries are
part of an athlete's life, the
29-year-old's progress in in-
ternational badminton has
also been affected by severe
health issues.

When things were look-
ing up on court in 2018,
Prannoy was diagnosed
with gastroesophageal re-
flux disease during the
World Championships,
which affected his training
and performance.

No regrets if I don't win another individual
title, I've Thomas Cup gold: Prannoy New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Manish Narwal and
Rubina Francis won the
10m P6 air pistol mixed
team event to clinch
India's third gold medal at
the ongoing World
Shooting Para Sport World
Cup in Chateauroux,
France on Wednesday.

Narwal and Francis,
who aggregated a world
record qualifying score of
565 to enter the final at the
top position, defeated
Chinese pair of Yang Chao
and Min Li 17-11 in the
title clash.

The Indian pair totalled
274.3. Tokyo Paralympics
gold medallist Narwal
scored 138.7 in the final six
shots. He shot consistent
scores of 10s and 9s, but
Francis also matched her
fancied partner with 9s, a
few 8s and 10.

China's Chao was im-
pressive with four 10s but
Min faltered in crucial mo-
ments. On Thursday,
Narwal, Singhraj Adhana,
Rahul Jakhar and Akash
will be in action in P4 -

mixed 50m pistol SH1
event. On Tuesday,
Sriharsha Devaraddi
Ramakrishna became the
second Indian para shoot-
er to earn a quota for the
Paris Paralympics after se-
curing a gold medal in
mixed 10m air rifle SH2
event. Ramakrishna pro-
duced a final score of 253.1
to claim the yellow metal,
while Slovakia's Francek
Tirsek (252.6) and Tanguy
De La Forest (230.3) bagged
the silver and bronze.

Ramakrishna thus fol-

lowed the extraordinary
show of Tokyo 2020
Paralympic champion
Avani Lekhara, who set a
new world record en route
clinching the gold medal.

In the R2 - women's 10m
air rifle standing finals,
Lekhara, the 20-year-old
from Rajasthan, shot a
final score of 250.6 to
break her own world
record of 249.6 and take
the gold ahead of Poland's
Emilia Babska (247.6) and
Anna Normann of
Sweden (225.6). "This event

is very important for me
as it is the first event after
Tokyo. It will help me un-
derstand the progress that
I've made on various as-
pects that I have been
working on since then,"
Lekhara told the
Paralympic Committee of
India (PCI).

"It is also my first inter-
national event with my
new equipment and this
will help me analyse my
game further and know
further adjustments that
need to be made!

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

A penchant for leading by
example mingles with intent
and positivity to make IPL
title-winning skipper Hardik
Pandya a strong contender for
Indian captaincy in near
future, reckons spin great
Harbhajan Singh.
The 28-year-old all-rounder is
being tipped as a future India
captain after leading unfan-
cied Gujarat Titans to victory
in their maiden season in the
world's most lucrative T20
league. "One of the biggest
revelations in this year's IPL
was the advent of Hardik
Pandya as the skipper of the
Gujarat Titans and the way he
led the team from the front to
win the coveted title is defi-
nitely praiseworthy.
"His intent and positive cap-
taincy are signs that he can
lead Team India in the future,"

Harbhajan told PTI in an inter-
view.
It was the culmination of an
extraordinary season that
began with experts refusing to
put their money on the fran-
chise after questioning its pur-
chases in the player auction.

Bengaluru, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Domestic giants Mumbai
on Thursday broke the
world record for highest
margin of victory in the his-
tory of first-class cricket as
they crushed minnows
Uttarakhand by a stagger-
ing 725 runs on the fourth
day of their Ranji Trophy
quarter-final here and
stormed into the semi-fi-
nals. Mumbai broke New
South Wales' 92-year-old
Sheffield Shield record
when they beat Queensland
by 685 runs.

In the Ranji Trophy, the
previous record for highest
margin for victory was held
by Bengal, who had defeat-
ed Odisha by 540 runs in
1953-54. Mumbai's world
record comes a day after
Bengal broke a 129-year-old

one with all their nine bat-
ters scoring half-century in
a single innings against
Jharkhand in another quar-
ter-final. Mumbai will now
meet Uttar Pradesh in the
semi-final of the prestigious
domestic competition. The
41-time Ranji Trophy cham-
pions, who dominated right
from the first-day, declared
their second innings at

261/3 and thus set
Uttarakhand an improbable
794-run target.

They had piled up 647/8
declared in their first essay,
riding on maiden double
hundred from debutant
Suved Parkar (252).
Uttarakhand who were bun-
dled out for partly 114 in
their first essay, once again
capitulated in front of the

Mumbai bowlers, as they
were bundled out for just 69
in the second innings.

Mumbai bowlers led by
experienced pacer Dhawal
Kulkarni run riot. Kulkarni
(3/11) along with in-form
left-arm spinner Shams
Mulani (3/15) and off-spin-
ner Tanush Kotian (3/13)
grabbed three wickets
apiece as none of the
Uttarakhand batters
showed any spine.

Kulkarni wreaked havoc
as he first castled opener
Kamal Singh (0) and then
trapped rival skipper Jay
Bista (0) in front of the
wickets, with the opposition
tottering at 1/2. He then
cleaned up Robin Bist (3)
with a delivery that jagged
backed in as Uttarakhand
was starring at a huge de-
feat.

Kolkata, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Indian football team
head coach Igor Stimac
wants his attacking play-
ers to start learning to
play without talisman
Sunil Chhetri, and score
some goals too.

At 37, Chhetri is at the
fag end of his career, but
India still needed him to
score the two goals and
start their Asian Cup
Qualifiers campaign with
a win over Cambodia here
on Wednesday.

Stimac said it's high
time that players such as
Udanta Singh, Manvir
Singh, Ashique
Kuruniyan, Sahal Abdul
Samad and Liston Colaco
start scoring.

"It's again Sunil. Others
tried to get it but not find-
ing a way. So I expect goals
from Liston, Manvir,
Udanta, Aashique, Sahal.

"They all need to start
scoring. We need to start

learning... The boys need
to start learning to play
without Sunil -- simple as
that," Stimac said after the
match. The Croatian
World Cup semifinalist
said Udanta and Ashique
are the team's two main
weapons up front.

"I don't mind how bad
they play in the club -- sim-

ple as that. I need them
here to use the speed they
have to hurt the opponents
who are stronger because
we don't have a big pool of
players to choose from," he
added. Indian captain
Chhetri said their attack-
ing force could have done
better in the win over
lowly Cambodia.

On an evening of
missed chances, Chhetri
again rose to the occasion
slamming home a brace to
be the architect of their
win, which put them
ahead of Hong Kong, on
goal difference, in group D.

"It feels good, I'm more
happy as we ensured a
clean sheet. There are a lot
of things that we could
have done better. I'm not
trying to be harsh but
there are a lot of things we
could have done better,"
Chhetri told reporters at
the mixed zone.

Chhetri drew the first
blood by converting a
penalty in the 14th minute
after Colaco was tripped
inside the box. Thereafter,
India struggled with fin-
ishing even though they
dominated possession.

Chhetri himself missed
a couple of headers before
sealing it off a delightful
cross from Brandon
Fernandes.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Opener KL Rahul is
"gutted" at not being able
to lead India on home soil
after a last-minute groin
injury ruled him out of
the five-match T20I series
against South Africa.

Rahul will miss the en-
tire series, starting on
Thursday, owing to a right
groin injury that he sus-
tained during training. On
the eve of the first game,
w i c k e t k e e p e r- b a t t e r
Rishabh Pant was named
the captain in Rahul's ab-
sence. "Hard to accept but I
begin another challenge
today. Gutted not to be
leading the side for the
first time at home, but the
boys have all my support
from the sidelines.

"Heartfelt thanks to all
for your support. Wishing
Rishabh and the boys all
the luck for the series. See
you soon," he said in a

tweet. An elegant batter,
Rahul has been in good
form in the IPL and was
named captain in the ab-
sence of regular skipper
Rohit Sharma, who was
rested from the series fol-
lowing the lucrative
league.

London, Jun 09 (AP): 

British tennis player Tara Moore
has been provisionaldonly sus-
pended after testing positive for
banned substances under the
sport's anti-doping rules. The
International Tennis Integrity
Agency on Wednesday said the
29-year-old Moore, who is
ranked 83rd in doubles, tested
positive for nandrolone metabo-
lites and Boldenone during a
WTA tournament in Colombia in
April. "The player now has the
opportunity to request that the
B sample is analyzed to see if
that confirms the A sample," the
ITIA said. Moore responded on
her social media accounts, say-
ing she has never knowingly
taken a banned substance in my
career." "I am investigating how
the positive result could have
occurred and look forward to
proving that I am a clean ath-
lete," she wrote.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Swastika Ghosh on
Thursday became the third
table tennis player to ap-
proach the Delhi High Court
over exclusion from India's
Commonwealth Games
squad.

Her father and coach
Sandeep Ghosh told PTI that
they have a filed a writ peti-
tion in the Delhi High Court
and the matter will be heard
on Friday. "She is number
four as per the selection crite-
ria and should be in the
team," said the father.

Diya Chitale and Manush
Shah had also sought the
HC's intervention in the mat-
ter. Chitale has now been in-
cluded in the squad at the ex-
pense of Archana Kamath
but the selectors did not in-
clude Manush, who too is in

the top-four as per the crite-
ria, in the men's team when
the Committee of
Administrators running the
TTFI announced the final
squad on Tuesday. Manush's
case will also be heard on
Friday.

Swastika, 19, was named as
a standby with the revised
squad comprising Manika
Batra, Chitale, Reeth Rishya
and Sreeja Akula.

The men's squad includes
veteran Sharath Kamal, G
Sathiyan, Harmeet Desai,
Sanil Shetty with Manush on
standby. The selection crite-
ria, which factors in domestic
performances (50 percent), in-
ternational performances (30
percent) and selectors' discre-
tion (20 percent), has attract-
ed a lot of attention with the
players moving court for "jus-
tice".

Nottingham, Jun 09 (AP): 

Top-seeded Dan Evans main-
tained his bid for a second
title at the Nottingham Open
by reaching the quarterfinals
of the grass-court event with a
7-5, 6-0 win against Thomas
Fabbiano of Italy.
Evans the British No. 2 and the
2019 champion will next play
Switzerland's Marc-Andrea
Huesler, who beat Britain's
Dan Cox 6-2, 4-6, 6-2.
On a rain-affected day in cen-
tral England, fifth-seeded
Alexei Popyrin of Australia and
a second Briton, Ryan
Peniston, also advanced to the
quarterfinals.
In the women's event, fourth-
seeded Shuai Zhang, the run-
ner-up to Johanna Konta last
year, beat Jodie Burrage 6-2,
7-6 (4) in the second round. 

Brussels, Jun 09 (AP): 

So much for Belgium
not caring about the
Nations League. By com-
ing from behind to rout

Poland 6-1 on Wednesday,
Belgium's players gave an
emphatic riposte to those
questioning the team's
commitment to the compe-
tition at the end of a long

season and, in particular,
after a 4-1 loss to the
Netherlands on Friday.
Belgium coach Roberto
Martinez had been quick
to dismiss accusations of

his players lacking desire,
and they backed up that
support by recovering
from going behind to
Robert Lewandowski's
76th goal for Poland.

Karachi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Pakistan's young pacer
Mohammad Hasnain's bowling

action has been cleared by the
ICC, making him eligible to play
at all levels of cricket. The
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
said on Thursday that Hasnain's
bowling action has been found
to be legal as the amount of
elbow extension in the reassess-
ment was within the 15-degree
level of tolerance permitted
under the ICC Illegal Bowling
Regulations. "As such, he can
now resume bowling in all forms
of cricket, which includes
domestic cricket worldwide,"
the board said. Hasnain's bowl-
ing action was reported in
February when he was playing in
the Big Bash League in Australia,
and thereafter, he failed a bowl-
ing action review test conducted
under ICC supervision.

Coimbatore, Jun 09 (PTI):

Top riders from across
the country will be seen in
action in the MRF-MMSC-
FMSCI Indian National
Motorcycle Racing
Championship which will
return to the refurbished
Kari Motor Speedway here
after a three-year gap for
the Rolon round begin-
ning on Friday.

Among those in the fray
are Rajini Krishnan and
Jagan Kumar, both multi-
ple national title winners.

The five-round 2022
championship will see
teams including TVS,

Honda, KTM and Yamaha
vie for honours, with the
number of entries cross-
ing the 200-mark, a press
release said.

The weekend card in-
cludes the National
Championship compris-
ing four categories Pro-
Stock 301-400cc and 165cc,
Novice (Stock 165cc) and
Girls (Stock 165cc) while
Petronas TVS One-Make
Championship (301-400cc
Open, Rookie, Girls and
media) and Idemitsu
Honda India Talent Cup
(NSF 250R, CBR 150 and
Hornet 2.0) are also part of
the programme.

Narwal-Francis pair win India’s third
gold in Para Shooting World Cup 

Rubina Francis and Manish Narwal win gold medal in the 10m Air Pistol mixed team event at the Para
Shooting World Cup, in Chateauroux, France.

Hardik's intent and positive
captaincy proved that he can

lead India in future: Harbhajan

KL Rahul ‘gutted’ after groin
injury ruled him out of SA series

World Record: Mumbai decimate Uttarakhand by 
725 runs, eclipse 92-year-old Sheffield Shield record

Tennis player Tara
Moore suspended

under anti-doping rules

Swastika Ghosh becomes third Indian
player to move Delhi High Court over

exclusion from CWG squad

Evans reaches
quarterfinals in

bid for 2nd
Nottingham title

National motorcycle racing
championship set to kick

off in Coimbatore

Boys need to start learning to play without Sunil, says Stimac

Belgium routs Poland 6-1, Netherlands wins on late goal

Belgiums Eden Hazard, left, and Polands Grzegorz Krychowiak fight
for the ball during the UEFA Nations League soccer match between
Belgium and the Poland, at the King Baudouin Stadium in Brussels.

Waless Rubin Colwill, left, jumps for the ball with Netherlands
Matthijs de Ligt, top, during the UEFA Nations League soccer match
between Wales and the Netherlands at Cardiff City Stadium.

Hasnain’s bowling
action cleared by ICC

Jaipur, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar on Thursday said
the Congress would have
implemented the recom-
mendations of
Swaminathan Commission
if the party was serious
about welfare of farmers.
He also alleged that the for-
mer UPA government kept
sitting on the recommen-
dations of the commission
for 10 years.

"The country is witness
to the fact that the
Congress has always adopt-
ed an anti-farmer policy.
During the 10 years of UPA
government, when
Manmohan Singh was the
prime minister, M S
Swaminathan had recom-

mended to increase mini-
mum support price (MSP).
But, the Congress govern-
ment kept sitting on the
recommendations," Tomar
told reporters at Jaipur air-
port.

His comments come
after the Congress alleged
that the MSP of Kharif
crops announced by the
Centre for 2022-23 were
meagre and far below
the rate of inflation.

"If the Congress gov-
ernment had thought
about the welfare of
farmers, it would have
implemented the recom-
mendations in 10 years,
the minister said.

Tomar said after
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi took
charge of the govern-

ment at the Centre and ac-
cepted the recommenda-
tions, MSP is being given
to farmers after adding 50
per cent profit on the input
cost of any cereal.

He said the MSP is ris-
ing continuously and so is
the production and gov-
ernment procurement of
crops.

Centre plans third chopper
route for Amarnath pilgrims

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI): 

The Centre is contem-
plating to start a new hel-
icopter service from
Srinagar to Panchtarni,
which is the last drop-off
point for pilgrims visit-
ing holy cave shrine
Amarnath, in addition to
the two already existing
chopper routes for the
pilgrimage, officials said.

The move came in view
of the anticipated rush of
the pilgrims to the shrine
dedicated to Lord Shiva
located at an altitude of

3,888 metres in the upper
reaches of Himalaya in
Jammu and Kashmir.
The pilgrimage is sched-
uled to begin on June 30
and will continue for 43
days.

As of now, helicopter
services are available for
the pilgrims from Baltal
and Pahalgam to
Panchtarni. From this
drop-off point, pilgrims
either walk or ride a
mule or travel in a palan-
quin to the Amarnath
shrine 6 km away. Both
Baltal and Pahalgam are
about 90 km from
Srinagar.

A new helicopter route
is being planned this
year - from Budgam
(near Srinagar airport)
to Panchtarni, an official
said. The Shree
Amarnath Shrine Board

(SASB), which manages
the pilgrimage, has also
been asked to check if it
would be feasible to land
the choppers at the
foothill of the Amarnath
cave.

As of now, only the
choppers which ferry
high level dignitaries
land near the cave. As per
the Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) formu-
lated following a direc-
tion of the Supreme
Court, only 15,000 regis-
tered Shri Amarnath
Yatra pilgrims are al-
lowed beyond Pehlgam
and Baltal in a day -- 7,500
each from Baltal and
Pahalgam.

This is excluding pil-
grims who travel by heli-
copters on either route to
Panchtarni. Officials
said if more pilgrims

take the choppers, the
threat from militants
would also be reduced
considerably.

The pilgrimage, which
presents a big security
challenge for the govern-
ment, could not take
place in 2020 and 2021 due
to the coronavirus pan-
demic and was cut short
in 2019 just before the ab-
rogation of Article 370.

About three lakh pil-
grims are likely to take
part in the pilgrimage,
which is expected to end
on August 11.

Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) tags
will be given to each pil-
grim to monitor their
movements and security,
the officials said. Earlier,
RFID tags were given
only to the vehicles of the
pilgrims.

Mahouts paint their elephants to prepare them for the upcoming religious procession, Jalyatra outside the
Jagannath Temple, in Ahmedabad, Thursday.

JALYATRA PROCESSION

Delhi University writes to
colleges to stop caste-based

discrimination on campus
New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

The Delhi University has
written to colleges asking
them to ensure there is no
caste-based discrimination
on the campus, saying offi-
cials or faculty members
should desist from any such
act against SC/ST students
on grounds of their social
origin.

The varsity's assistant reg-
istrar on May 25 wrote to col-
leges attaching several let-
ters from the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
on the prevention of caste-
based discrimination in
higher education and re-
questing them to take neces-
sary action in the matter. The
UGC, in this direction, has

requested to take four ac-
tions, including constitution
of a committee to look into
the discrimination com-
plaints received from
SC/ST/OBC students, teach-
ers and non-teaching staff.

"The university/ insti-
tute/ college may develop a
page on their website for
lodging such complaints of
caste discrimination by
Scheduled Caste/Scheduled
Tribes (SC/ST) students and
also place a complaint regis-
ter in the registrar/principal
office for the purpose. "If any
such incident comes to the
notice of the authorities, ac-
tion should be taken against
the erring official/faculty
members promptly," it fur-
ther suggested.

Rishikesh, Jun 09 (PTI): 

The process of setting
up a tiger conservation
foundation for the Rajaji
Tiger Reserve has been
initiated, officials said on
Thursday. A tiger conser-
vation foundation will
help boost research activi-
ties in the reserve, im-
prove staff welfare and
strengthen the local
ecosystem, Rajaji Tiger
Reserve (RTR) Director
Saket Badola said.

It will also pave the way
for getting funds from
other institutions under
corporate social responsi-
bility for important works
like reducing the depend-
ence of villagers living
along the fringes of the re-
serve on the forests, he

said.
According to the

National Tiger
Conservation Authority
guidelines, setting up a
tiger conservation founda-
tion in every tiger reserve
is a must, Badola said. A
tiger conservation founda-
tion is already in existence
in the Corbett Tiger
Reserve, he said.

In keeping with the
NTCA guidelines, a meet-
ing was chaired here re-
cently by Principal
Secretary (Forest) R K
Sudhanshu in which in-
structions were issued to
constitute a similar foun-
dation for Rajaji at the ear-
liest, the RTR director
said. "Hence, we have initi-
ated efforts in that direc-
tion," he said.

Hyderabad, Jun 09 (PTI): 

The city police is
mulling filing a petition
with the Juvenile Justice
Board seeking to treat the
five CCLs (child in conflict
with law) as adults during
the trial in the gang-rape
case, to ensure that they
get the maximum punish-
ment.

Six people including five
juveniles have been appre-
hended in connection with
the case. Five of them
were involved in the sexu-
al assault of the 17-year-
old girl on May 28. One ju-
venile was purportedly
seen in videos misbehav-
ing with her, but was not
involved in the rape, police
said. Hyderabad Police
Commissioner C V Anand
told PTI that they are con-
sidering filing a plea be-

fore the board to treat the
five as adults to ensure
that they receive maxi-
mum punishment.

Anand had already said
stringent sections of law
have been invoked against
those involved in the
heinous crime and the
punishment under the sec-
tions could be imprison-
ment for life till death or
even death penalty.

The case is now under
investigation and once the
charge sheet is filed, a req-
uisition will be made to
the Juvenile Justice Board
(JJB) to make a recom-
mendation that the five
CCLs be tried as adults, po-
lice sources said adding
"otherwise as juveniles
they get only 3 years 
jail term".

Telangana Minister and
Working President of TRS

K T Rama Rao welcomed
the move by the police to
file the plea.

In a tweet he said, "I wel-
come & support the stand
of @TelanganaCOPs. If
you are adult enough to
commit a crime as
heinous as rape, one must
also be punished as an
adult & not as a juvenile".

Meanwhile, the police
took custody of the adult
accused from a jail here
after a local court granted
his custody after they
sought custodial interro-
gation of the accused as
part of further investiga-
tions into the case includ-
ing for recreation of scene
of offence. The teenage
girl, who visited a pub
here on May 28 for a day-
time party, was allegedly
raped by five people, in-
cluding four juveniles.

Spl observers in 4
states, polling to be
videographed: CEC

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Amid allegations
of attempts at
horse-trading in the
Rajya Sabha elec-
tions in four states,
Chief Election
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Rajiv Kumar on

Thursday said special ob-
servers have been ap-
pointed to oversee the
poll process which will
be videographed.

Bienniel elections to 57
Rajya Sabha seats were
announced recently and
all 41 candidates in Uttar
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Bihar, Andhra Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
Punjab, Telangana,
Jharkhand and
Uttarakhand were de-

clared elected unopposed
last Friday.

However, elections will
be held for 16 seats of
Haryana, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and
Karnataka on Friday as
the number of candi-
dates exceeds the seats
going to the polls.

Taking questions after
announcing the schedule
for the presidential elec-
tion, Kumar said "We
have appointed special
observers in all the four
places (states). The entire
process will be video-
graphed."

Seeking to keep their
flock together, major po-
litical parties have cor-
ralled their MLAs in ho-
tels and resorts, amid ac-
cusations of attempts at
poaching.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Delhi Police has regis-
tered two FIRs - one against
former BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma and the
other against 31 people, in-
cluding AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi and con-
troversial priest Yati
Narsinghanand - for al-
legedly spreading hate and
hurting religious senti-
ments, officials said on
Thursday. The two FIRs
were registered on
Wednesday after an analy-
sis of social media, they
said.

Former Delhi BJP media
unit head Naveen Kumar
Jindal, who was expelled
from the party over alleged
remarks against Prophet
Mohammad, and journal-
ist Saba Naqvi, are among

the people named in
the second FIR. "The
cases have been regis-
tered against those
who were posting and
sharing messages
against the mainte-
nance of public tran-
quility and were incit-
ing people on the basis
of divisive lines," a
senior police officer
said. The cases have
been registered under
sections 153 (wantonly
giving provocation
with intent to cause
riot), 295 (injuring or
defiling place of wor-
ship with intent to in-
sult the religion of any
class), and 505 (statements
conducing to public mis-
chief) of the Indian Penal
Code, he said. Reacting to
the FIR, All India Majlis-e-

Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) chief Owaisi said
that he will not be intimi-
dated by these tactics, as-
serting that criticising hate

speech and giving
hate speeches cannot
be equated. Owaisi at-
tacked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, alleg-
ing that if he were sin-
cere, he would have
stamped out hate
speech without in-
dulging in "fake bal-
ance-vaad". The
AIMIM chief alleged
that Delhi Police is
suffering from "both
sideism" or "balance-
waad" syndrome. One
side has openly insult-
ed our Prophet while
the other side has
been named to as-
suage BJP supporters

and make it look like there
was hate speech on both
sides, he said. According to
police, one case has been
registered against Sharma

and another against multi-
ple social media entities,
including Owaisi, Jindal,
Narsinghanand, Shadab
Chauhan, Saba Naqvi,
Maulana Mufti Nadeem,
Abdur Rehman and
Gulzar Ansari, based on
the analysis.

Notices will be sent to
the social media intermedi-
aries for the details, the po-
lice officer. According to
the FIR, 31 people named in
it were also using hate-wor-
thy languages intentional-
ly or having complete
knowledge that use of such
type of language, claim
and assertion is not only
discriminatory but more
than sufficient to create a
situation of animosity
amongst different groups
of persons having faith in
different religions.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  FRIDAY,  JUNE  10,  2022

̈ The pilgrimage 
is scheduled to
begin on June 30
and will continue
for 43 days.

Printed and Published by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, Navbharat Bhawan, Press Complex, Raipur. Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari. Editor: Sameer Shukla  (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.),
Phone: (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703 , Postal Regn. No. C.G./RYPD.N./62/2019-21, Regd. No. 26172/74/RNI

Delhi Police files FIRs against Sharma, Jindal
and Owaisi for inciting people on divisive lines

India carefully monitors
developments along its

border areas: MEA
New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI):
India on Thursday said it
carefully monitors devel-
opments along its border
areas including the con-
struction of infrastruc-
ture by the Chinese side in
the eastern Ladakh sector.

The comments by
External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi came in response
to remarks by an
American military com-
mander that some of the
defence infrastructures
that China is creating near
its border with India in
Ladakh is "alarming".

"The government is
committed to and takes all
adequate and appropriate
measures to safeguard ter-
ritorial integrity and sov-
ereignty as the develop-
ments in recent years have
clearly demonstrated,"
Bagchi said at a media
briefing.
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Congress didn’t implement 
Swaminathan panel recommendations 

during its 10-yr rule: Tomar

T’gana gangrape case: Cops to appeal
to JJB to try 5 juveniles as adults

Process of setting up 
tiger conservation 

foundation at Rajaji begins

Cong & JDS fail to strike deal for RS poll in Karnataka
Bengaluru, June 09 (PTI): 

As the stage is set for
Rajya Sabha polls for four
seats from Karnataka on
Friday, suspense contin-
ues over the outcome of
the fourth seat, to which
all three political parties
are contenders, despite
none of them having ade-
quate number of votes to
win it.

The ruling BJP ap-
peared confident of win-
ning the three seats it is
contesting in, and made
final efforts to ensure all
its votes are intact and get
cast validly, by holding a
mock voting exercise and
a dinner meeting for legis-
lators, hosted by Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, one
of the candidates.

Interesting turn of

events took place in the
opposition camp, as top
leaders of Congress and
JD(S) tried to reach out to
MLAs of each other, with
talks between them to
forge some kind of a for-
mal understanding reach-
ing a deadlock, as both
parties firmly stuck to
their stand.

JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy had made
an offer to trade second
preference votes with the
Congress and to "start
afresh" by forgetting the
past between the two polit-
ical parties, but the grand
old party made it clear to
the regional party that it
was now time for it to re-
turn the favour, pointing
out that former PM H D
Deve Gowda got elected to
RS last time with its sup-
port in June 2020.

JD(S) has also decided
to shift all its MLAs to a
hotel or resort by this
evening, aimed at ensur-
ing that its numbers are
intact and cross-voting
doesn't take place.

Six candidates are in
the fray in the Rajya
Sabha elections for four
seats from Karnataka, ne-
cessitating a tight contest
for the fourth seat.

Despite not having the
adequate number of votes
to win the fourth seat
from the state Assembly,
all the three political par-
ties -- BJP, Congress and
JD(S) -- have fielded candi-
dates for the seat, forcing
an election.

The six candidates in
the fray for Rajya Sabha
polls from the state are --
Nirmala Sitharaman,
actor-politician Jaggesh

and outgoing MLC Lehar
Singh Siroya from the
BJP, former Union
Minister Jairam Ramesh
and state general secre-
tary Mansoor Ali Khan
from the Congress, and
former MP D Kupendra
Reddy from the JD(S).

A candidate needs the
support of 45 MLAs to
win and based on their
strength in the Legislative
Assembly, the BJP can
win two seats and the
Congress one.

After getting two Rajya
Sabha candidates
(Sitharaman and Jaggesh)
elected on its own
strength in the Assembly,
the BJP will be left with
an additional 32 MLA
votes. The Congress will
be left with 25 MLA votes
after electing Jairam
Ramesh, while the JD(S)

has only 32 MLAs, which
is not sufficient to win a
seat.

While polling will take
place between 9 am to 4
pm tomorrow, counting of
votes will take place at 5
pm, after the polling
hours.

Official sources said as
there are three candidates
for the fourth seat and
none of them have ade-
quate number of votes to
win, a situation may arise
where the second and
third preferential votes
may have to be counted if
necessary.

There is also a view that
the BJP may be at an ad-
vantage if preferential
votes were to be counted
and the Congress and
JD(S) don't come to any
understanding or if there
is no cross-voting.



New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

A total of 25 people have
been convicted by courts in
the country for the offence
of money laundering while
more than 400 arrests have
been made since the ED
was empowered to investi-
gate serious financial
crimes about 17 years back.

According to official
data accessed by PTI, the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has filed as many as
5,422 cases or Enforcement
Case Information Reports
(ECIRs) under the criminal
sections of the Prevention

of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) while it attached
(provisionally) assets
worth a whopping Rs
1,04,702 crore as part of
1,739 orders issued till
March 2022.

The ED was entrusted to
enforce the stringent provi-
sions of the PMLA, enact-
ed in 2002, from July 1,
2005.

The law empowers the
agency to summon, arrest,
attach the assets of the ac-
cused at the investigation
stage and prosecute the of-
fenders before a court of
law. The data said the feder-

al agency also filed a total
of 992 chargesheets or
prosecution complaints be-
fore the courts during the
same period.

A total of 25 people have
been convicted for the of-
fence of money laundering
while 400 arrests have been
made by the agency during
the 17-year period since the
PMLA came into force.

Those convicted, accord-
ing to officials, include ac-
cused in cases of drug traf-
ficking, sending fraudulent
remittances abroad, terror-
ist financing and corrup-
tion in government funds

among others.
The data said of the 1,739

provisional attachment of
assets orders issued by it,
1,369 have been confirmed
by the Adjudicating
Authority of the PMLA
while it also confirmed the
attachment of properties
worth Rs 5,8591 crore out of
the total 1,04,702 crore.

The agency has been in-
vestigating some high-pro-
file people, including top
politicians, bureaucrats,
business groups, corpo-
rates, foreign nationals and
others, under the anti-
money laundering law.
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AI Centre 
BBeennggaalluurruu:: The All India
Council for Robotics &
Automation (AICRA) on
Thursday announced that
a Centre of Excellence for
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
would be established in
Bengaluru, with a corpus
fund of Rs 100 crore. The
Centre of Excellence will
focus on providing state-
of-the-art infrastructure
to startups in the AI sec-
tor to help them start,
sustain and conduct
research and develop-
ment, it said. 

Naxals surrender
NNaarraayyaannppuurr:: Three naxals
surrendered, while another
cadre was arrested by the
security forces in two dis-
tricts of Chhattisgarh's
insurgency-hit Bastar
region, official said on
Thursday. The ultras,
Ramesh Mohnda (25),
Rajesh Kumar Mohnda
(26) and Sadhu Pallo alias
Mahesh (25), turned them-
selves in before senior
police and Border Security
Force (BSF) officials in
Narayanpur district on
Thursday, while Ramlu
Durgam (36) was appre-
hended from Bijapur dis-
trict on Wednesday. 

Honey-trapping
GGuurruuggrraamm::  Gurugram
police on Thursday
nabbed two people for
allegedly honey-trapping
and abducting a man,
officials said. The key
accused, a woman, is still
absconding, police said.
The arrested people are
Dinesh Chaudhary from
Rajasthan's Jaipur and
Nitin, a resident of
Mahendergarh in
Haryana. Efforts to nab
the key accused, who
goes by the name Tanu
Sharma on her social
media profile, are under-
way, they said. The vic-
tim, who works as an air
conditioner mechanic in
Gurugram, had said in his
police complaint that he
came in contact with
Sharma on WhatsApp and
she later summoned him
to a hotel in Sector 29.
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A family get their childs head
shaved on Ganga Dussehra, at
Dussehra Ghat, behind the Taj

Mahal, in Agra, Thursday.
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New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Election for the next
President of India will be
held on July 18 in which
4,809 electors comprising
MPs and MLAs will vote to
elect incumbent Ram Nath
Kovind's successor, the
Election Commission an-
nounced on Thursday.

Going by its strength in
Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha, as well as in many
state assemblies, the BJP is
in a comfortable position to
ensure the victory of the
candidate nominated by it

in the upcoming election.
The nominations can be
filed after the issue of noti-
fication on June 15 and can
be filed till June 29, Chief

Election Commissioner
Rajiv Kumar said at a press
conference. Kovind's term
ends on July 24 and an elec-
tion for the next president
has to be held before that
day. Kumar said the
Election Commission is
fully geared to conduct the
election in a free and fair
way, while all Covid-related
safety protocol would be fol-
lowed during the voting and
counting of votes.

He further said that no
political party will be al-
lowed to issue any kind of
whip. Scrutiny of nomina-
tions will take place on
June 30 and the last date for
withdrawal of nominations
will be July 2. If necessary,

the voting will take place on
July 18 and counting of
votes on July 21. Kumar
said the total number of
electors for the election will
be 4,809 - 776 MPs and 4,033
MLAs. Voting for presiden-
tial election will take place
in Parliament and the
premises of state assem-
blies, while Rajya Sabha
Secretary-General will be
the returning officer.

Normally, MPs cast their
vote in Parliament and
MLAs in their respective
state assemblies.

If there is an emergency,
the EC would need to be in-
formed 10 days in advance
for MPs to vote in a state as-
sembly or for MLAs to vote

in Parliament complex,
Kumar said.

The president is elected
by the members of the elec-
toral college consisting of
elected members of both
houses of Parliament, and
elected members of the leg-
islative assemblies of all
states including the
National Capital Territory
of Delhi and the Union
Territory of Puducherry.

The nominated members
of either Rajya Sabha and
Lok Sabha or legislative as-
semblies of the states are
not eligible to be included
in the electoral college and
therefore, they are not enti-
tled to participate in the
election.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

With the Election
Commission on Thursday
setting the ball rolling for
the election of the new
President, all eyes are now
on who will be the BJP's
choice for the top constitu-
tional post as the party with
the support of its allies has
a clear advantage over the
opposition in any likely
contest.

For all practical purpos-
es, it is not which alliance's
candidate will win the poll
but who will be its choice is
the overriding aspect of the
contest, set for July 18 in
case more than one person
is in the fray. The BJP's em-
pathic win in four assembly
polls, including in all im-
portant Uttar Pradesh
where the value of vote of
each MLA is more than any
other state, has only added
to its overall advantage.

Though the BJP and its
allies in the NDA have
fewer MLAs than they had
during the 2017 presidential
polls, their numbers of MPs
have gone up since.

A BJP leader said the rul-
ing NDA already has close
to 50 per cent of votes in the
electoral college. The al-
liance is hopeful of getting
support from independent
regional parties like the rul-
ing YSRCP in Andhra
Pradesh and the incumbent
BJD in Odisha. The BJP is
also counting on support
from AIADMK, its ally in
the last Tamil Nadu assem-
bly polls.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Thursday said there has to
be a limit to the stray round
of counselling for All India
Quota in NEET-PG-21 and
the students cannot be
given admission by com-
promising the education
and the health of people.

The observation was
made by a vacation bench
of Justices M R Shah and
Aniruddha Bose which re-
served its order for Friday
on a batch of petitions seek-
ing a special stray round of
counselling to fill the 1,456

seats in NEET-PG-21 that
have remained vacant after
the conduct of a stray
round of counselling for
All India Quota.

"Special stray rounds,
special stray rounds- there
must be a limit. For many
years, the seats have re-
mained vacant and it is not
for the very first time.

"There must be a limit to
the entire exercise. Merely
because some seats have
been left vacant after 8-9
rounds of counselling can
you say you will be given
admission after one-and-
half years in a three-year

course compromising with
the education and the
health of people? Try to ap-
preciate this is a three-year
course," the bench ob-
served while concluding
the hearing.

When the hearing com-
menced, the apex court
asked Additional Solicitor
General Balbir Singh, ap-
pearing for the Centre, not
to treat the petitions as ad-
versarial litigation. "Don't
treat and consider it as an
adversarial litigation and
don't stand on the techni-
calities. It is a question of
1,400 medical seats.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

The Competition
Commission of India
(CCI) on Thursday slapped
penalties of nearly Rs 30
lakh on seven entities, in-
cluding individuals, for in-
dulging in manipulation
in the bidding process and
cartelisation in the ten-
ders floated by the Indian
railways.

The CCI found that
seven entities have violat-
ed competition norms. Out
of 7 entities, the fair trade
regulator did not impose
any penalty on one entity.

Besides slapping penal-
ties on certain entities, the
watchdog has directed
them to cease and desist
from anti-competitive

practices. The matter was
taken up by the CCI follow-
ing an application filed by
one of the cartelising enti-
ties. These entities have in-
dulged in cartelisation in
the supply of protective
tubes to the Indian
Railways by means of di-
rectly or indirectly deter-
mining prices, allocating
tenders, controlling sup-
ply and market, co-ordi-
nating bid prices and ma-
nipulating the bidding
process, CCI said in a re-
lease on Thursday.

"Evidence in the matter
included regular e-mail
communications between
the parties and filing of
bids from same IP address-
es by certain parties etc,"
it noted.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

The monsoon is pro-
gressing normally and is
likely to reach
Maharashtra in the next
two days, the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department said on
Thursday.

The MeT office has also
warned of isolated ex-
tremely heavy rainfall
(more than 204.5 mm) in
Arunachal Pradesh on
June 10-11, and Assam and
Meghalaya during the next
five days.

The monsoon accounts
for around 70 per cent of
the country's annual rain-

fall and is considered the
lifeline of its agriculture-
based economy. Senior IMD
scientist R K Jenamani
said monsoon touched the
Kerala coast on May 29 and
covered south and central
Arabian Sea, Kerala, parts
of Karnataka and Tamil
Nadu and the entire north-
east between May 31 and
June 7. "There is no delay
in the progress of the mon-
soon. It is likely to reach
Maharashtra in the next
two days and cover
Mumbai in the subsequent
two days," he told reporters
here, dismissing reports
that its progress had
slowed down.

Presidential poll on July 18
̈ Nominations to

begin June 15: EC

Chief Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar addresses a press confer-

ence regarding the announcement
of the schedule of Presidential
elections, at Vigyan Bhawan, in

New Delhi, Thursday.

With advantage BJP in
President poll, all eyes on

its candidate

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: CPI Rajya Sabha
MP Binoy Viswam on Thursday
said the Congress had reached
out to him to discuss a "com-
mon candidate" for the upcom-
ing presidential election.
"Mallikarjun Khargeji called
and consulted about a common
candidate for the presidential
election. I told him that the CPI
would support a common can-
didate with secular credentials
and progressive outlook. He
replied that Madam Soniaji and
the Congress Party also have
the same position," Viswam
said in a tweet. 

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Setting in motion
the process for the 16th presi-
dential election, the Election
Commission on Thursday said
anyone desiring to contest
would need 50 electors as pro-
posers and 50 others as secon-
ders -- a move aimed at weed-
ing out non-serious candidates
in these polls that once saw
nominations getting rejected for
36 out of total 37 candidates.
Besides, the candidate would
need to deposit an amount of Rs
15,000 as security. The security
deposit was increased from Rs
2,500 to Rs 15,000 in 1997, when
the total numbers of proposers
and seconders were also
increased from 10 each earlier.

Kharge calls CPI MP
Viswam to discuss
common candidate

for prez polls

Presidential poll: Candidate
must have  50 MPs, MLAs as 

proposers, another 50 as 
seconders

NEET-PG-21 counselling

Education and people’s health
can’t be compromised, says SC

CCI penalises 7 entities for bid-rigging
in Indian Railways tenders

25 people convicted for money
laundering in India till now: Data

Monsoon on track: IMD; warns of heavy
rainfall in Arunachal, Assam, Meghalaya

People wade through a waterlogged street after rain at Hatigaon
in Guwahati, Thursday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: The maximum
temperature in Delhi-NCR and
other parts of northwest India
will come down by a few
notches over the weekend but
no major relief is likely till
June 15, the India
Meteorological Department
said on Thursday. It said mois-
ture-laden easterly winds will
bring significant relief in the
region from June 16 onwards.
"There is a heatwave warning
for parts of northwest and
central India on Thursday but
a steep rise in the tempera-
ture is not predicted," senior
IMD scientist R K Jenamani
said. Northwest and central
India is reeling under a heat-
wave spell since June 2 due to
an onslaught of hot and dry
westerly winds. "The ongoing
heatwave spell is less intense
as compared to those record-
ed in April-end and May, but
the area of impact is almost
equal," he said. Pre-monsoon
activity is predicted over east
Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Odisha from
June 12, but north Rajasthan,
Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh and north MP will
continue to see above normal
temperatures till June 15, the
IMD official said.

‘No major relief 
from intense heat

till June 15’
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St Thomas College students take Educational Tour to Govt Digvijay College 
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0099::  The Department of
Physics and Electronics of St
Thomas College is always ahead to
encourage students to think out of
the box. The Department of Physics
and Electronics went for an
Educational trip to Government
Digvijay College, Rajnandgaon with
a group of PG students. There was a
one-day workshop on Intellectual
Property Rights (IPR) which was
conducted by  Dr SK Patel, Assistant
Professor, Government Digvijay
College, Rajnandgaon. It was a joint

venture of St Thomas College and
Government Digvijay College,
Rajnandgaon  under MOU activity.
Dr SK Patel delivered a lecture on
IPR and its importance in mankind

also in research and teaching ethics.
Students visited the campus of the
college and gathered knowledge
about the history of the college.
There was a Nukkad Natak played

by PG students of Digvijay College
on Save Hasdeo. They also visited
various departments and Labs. Amit
Kumar Tamrakar, Incharge of
Department of Physics &
Electronics, Tulika Harshit, Rojan Joy
and SK Singh were faculty members
of St Thomas College who also visit-
ed along with 23 PG students. 

Administrator Ref Father Dr Joshi
Varghese and the Principal Dr MG
Roymon congratulated the students
and the department by giving their
best wishes to the Department of
Physics & Electronics.

SAIL participating in DPE's Azadi 
Ka Amrit Mahotsav Mega Show

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0099:: Steel Authority of
India Limited (SAIL), the
Maharatna steelmaking Public
Sector Undertaking, is participat-
ing in an exhibition organized by
Department of Public Enterprises
(DPE) to commemorate the
'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav'
(AKAM) at Mahatma Mandir
Convention and Exhibition
Centre, Gandhinagar, Gujarat
from June 09 to June 12, 2022. 

DPE, with support of CPSEs
and SCOPE, is organizing a num-
ber of events under AKAM to
commemorate the 75 years of
India's independence. As a part of
the above, one of the major
events is an exhibition on 'Nation

Building and CPSEs', where 75
Central Public Sector Enterprises
from various sectors áre partici-
pating, including SAIL and they
will showcase their contribution
in building today's India. The ex-
hibition was inaugurated by
Bhupendrabhai Patel, Chief
Minister of Gujarat and Nirmala
Sitharaman, Union Minister of

Finance & Corporate Affairs.
Soma Mondal, Chairman SAIL
and SCOPE was also present dur-
ing the occasion, informed a
press communique from the local
SAIL unit- Bhilai Steel Plant. It
further informed that SAIL has put
up a stall in the above exhibition
where it has displayed the
Company's contribution in nation

building since its inception. 
In the stall put up by SAIL, the

Company has also talked about
its diverse product range, cater-
ing to various significant sectors
of the economy. SAIL is actively
participating in the 'Janandolan'
of commemorating AKAM and is
committed to make the initiative
a success.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Nov 09: The
Border Security Force, de-
ployed in anti-insurgency
operations in Kanker dis-
trict, successfully persuad-
ed three naxals to surren-
der and join the main-
stream of society. One of
them was an armed LOS
member, second one was
an armed Jan Militia mem-
ber while the third one was
involved in arranging sup-
plies for naxals. BSF made
them realise the inhuman
and baseless ideology of
the naxals and explained
the rehabilitation policy of
Chhattisgarh government.
The Intelligence Wing of
BSF and District Police of
Narayanpur played a vital
role in convincing the nax-
als to surrender.

Under the guidance of
IG (BSF, Frontier HQ,
Special Operations, CG )
SK Tyagi; IGP (Bastar
Range) Sundarraj P; DIG
(BSF, Frontier HQ) Dinesh
Murmu and DIG (BSF,
Regional HQ, Raipur)
Sanjay Sharma, the anti-
naxal operations are being
carried out by BSF troops
in Kanker.

Aggrieved with the dis-

crimination with local
naxals within the organi-
sation, violence and ex-
ploitation of tribals as well
as inhuman and baseless
naxal ideology, three nax-
alites active in Madh divi-
sion surrendered before
police in Narayanpur on
Thursday in presence of
Anil Kumar Singh
(Commandant / I/c DIG,
Regional HQ, BSF, Raipur),
Kuldeep Singh (comman-
dant, 11th BSF Battalion),
Sadanand Kumar (SP,
Narayanpur), Sanjay
Singh (2IC, Frontier HQ,
CG), Santosh Sahu
(Deputy Commandant,
BSF) and Neeraj
Chandrakar (ASP,
Narayanpur).

Among the surrendered

naxals, Ramesh Monhada
alias Guddu (25) a resident
of village Lanka (PS
Oorcha), District
Narayanpur carried a re-
ward of Rs One lakh on his
head. He worked as
Sangham Member during
207 to 2014. Since 2014, he
has been working as an ac-
tive member of Jatlur
Local Operating Squad
(LOS). He was armed with
a 12 bore rifle and was in-
volved in naxals recruit-
ing. During the visit of
naxals from other areas, he
guarded them and
arranged food and medi-
cines for them.

The second naxal is
Rajesh Kumar Monhada
alias Raju (26) a resident of
village Puslanka (PS

Bedre), District Bijapur. He
worked as Sangham mem-
ber for one year after
which in the year 2018, he
was elevated to the post of
Jan Militia member in
2018. He was involved in
supplying ration, medi-
cines and other daily use
items to naxals.

The third one is identi-
fied as Sadhu Pallo (25) a
resident of village
Karangul Lanka (PS
Oorcha), District
Narayanpur. He was
armed with a Bharmar
Rifle (Single Barrel Muzzle
Loading Rifle). Earlier he
was a CNM member and
since 2018, he worked as
Jan Militia member and
was involved in supplying
medicines, ration and
other items to Naxals.

The surrendered naxals
will get benefits as per the
rehabilitation policy of the
state government. IG (BSF)
SK Tyagi and DIG (BSF)
Dinesh Murmu appreciat-
ed the BSF troops for this
achievement. They said
that with its strong intelli-
gence network, BSF is
playing a vital role in per-
suading the naxals to sur-
render and join the main-
stream of society.

Contract labour killed 
in fatal mishap at BSP 

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0099:: In yet another
mishap, a contract worker was
killed in Bhilai Steel Plant on
Thursday. It was the fourth fatal
mishap that occurred in BSP
within ten days. Earlier on June
01, a contract labour was killed
while another was fatally injured
in a blast which occurred at SGP
of Blast Furnace 7. Thereafter on
June 03, three workers suffered
burns in a mishap at SMS-2. Then
on June 04, four workers had suf-
fered in another mishap at SMS2.
Now, one worker has died in a
mishap at Converter Shop 1 of
SMS2.

According to information, the
deceased was Arjun Sahu (45) a
resident of Bajrang Chowk,
Dundera, Joratarai. He was a
semi skilled labour and worked
for the contractor MJ
Enterprises. The work of replac-
ing the lancing pipe was being
conducted at the convertor shop.

The pipe was tied with chains
and lifted with the help of a
crane. In the meanwhile, the
chains broke away and the pipe
fell on the ground. Arjun Sahu
suffered serious head injury in
the mishap. He was rushed to the
Main Medical Post where he was
declared brought dead.

Arjun is survived by wife, three
daughters and an old mother. His
wife Meena Sahu is also a con-
tract worker and works for the
Contractor Naveen at CED. His
elder daughter Damini is a stu-
dent of class 12th, second daugh-
ter Santoshi is a student of 11th
while the youngest daughter Ritu
is a student of class 9th.
Hindustan Ispat Theka Shramik
Union (CITU) General Secretary
Yogesh Soni and other leaders
reached the residence of the be-
reaved family and expressed con-
dolences. They assured to provide
all possible support to the family
in getting the compensation and
other benefits as per the rules.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 09: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the convention of
Dhruv Gind Adivasi Samaj
at Patan on Wednesday. In
his address, he said that
the government has in-
creased administrative effi-
ciency in the tribal areas.
Specifically mentioning
how Bastar is changing,
the Chief Minister said
that the biggest problem
faced by the administrative
system in tribal areas is
about language.

People have their own
problems but due to lan-
guage problems the offi-
cials do not understand
and are unable to resolve
the problems. To overcome
this problem, the govern-
ment has made arrange-
ments for proper training
of the officers in the local
language. To strengthen
the people financially, the
forest produce collectors
have got a fair price for the
produce. Chief Minister
said that the government is
working with a holistic
view of economic, educa-
tional and cultural develop-

ment of the tribals. For
economic development,
many policies have been
adopted to provide relief to
the forest produce collec-
tors in the tribal areas. The
effect of these policies was
visible during the Bhet
Mulakat programme in
Bastar. CM said that he vis-
ited 12 assemblies of
Bastar during this pro-
gramme, he I felt very
pleasant changes in Bastar.
Bastar is progressing rap-
idly on the path of develop-
ment. During one such
visit, a tribal woman in-
formed him that her
mahua is being exported to
England. When the woman

expressed her desire to
know what the
Englishmen are doing with
Mahua, CM told her that
she will also be sent to
England to see how they
use Mahua. The atmos-
phere of peace has re-
turned in Bastar due to
which the tourism activi-
ties in Bastar have in-
creased. Beautiful infra-
structure of tourism is
being prepared in Bastar.
CM added that during the
visit to Bastar he too inau-
gurated some resorts. He
asserted that they have al-
ways given representation
to the tribal society. Till
now the chairman of

Bastar and Surguja
Development Authority
was the Chief Minister but
he gave opportunities to
the MLAs of Bastar and
Surguja for this post.
Baghel said that the gov-
ernment is also working
fast towards the cultural
development of Bastar. The
government has renovated
1200 Devgudis. Along with
this, state government also
renovated Ghotul, which
was the center of tribal cul-
ture. Congress government
has also done a great work
in the direction of saving
the culture and has formed
an organization in Asna
named Badal i.e. Bastar

Art Dance and Literature.
Through this organisation,
the state government is
working towards saving
the culture of Bastar.
Through the protection of
cultural heritage, we can
save the tribal culture, he
said. Better health infra-
structure is being made
available in tribal areas.
During a Bhet Mulakar
programme, a large num-
ber of people requested for
the establishment of
Swami Atmanand Schools
as well as banks. It is a
strong symbol of a chang-
ing Bastar. The tremen-
dous impact of the reforms
in agriculture is visible in

Bastar. Four tractor show-
rooms have opened in a
small city like Bijapur.
This shows how fast people
are adopting new reforms
in agriculture.

Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar also ad-
dressed the programme
and said that the
Chhattisgarh government
under the leadership of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel is continuously
working towards the devel-
opment of the tribes. It is
working towards saving
tribal culture and is also
working continuously for
economic development.
Office bearers of the samaj
including MD Thakur,
Sitaram Thakur, Rajesh
Thakur and others were
present. District Panchayat
President Shalini Rivendra
Yadav, Nagar Panchayat
President Bhupendra
Kashyap, District
Panchayat Vice President
Ashok Sahu and other pub-
lic representatives were
also present. Chief
Minister announced a bore
well, kitchen shed, water
cooler and repair of the old
building of the samaj.

CM asks kids to focus on studies and 
partake in extracurricular activities

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 09: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
inaugurated the pre-pri-
mary classes at Swami
Atmanand Government
English Medium School lo-
cated at Patan develop-
ment block headquarters.
This will be the first
Swami Atmanand School
in Durg district, where
pre-primary classes will
be conducted.

The process of admis-
sion is underway for 20
seats of KG-1 and KG-2.
After inaugurating the
pre-primary wing, Chief
Minister interacted with
the school children as well
as the principals and
teachers of all the seven
Swami Atmanand English
Medium Schools of Patan
assembly constituency.

Chief Minister asked
the school children to
study diligently. At the
same time, he encouraged
them to participate in ex-
tracurricular activities
also. Chief Minister also
distributed the text books

to the school children. He
asked the teachers to lay
emphasis on creating a
better environment in the
schools. Guardian
Minister of the district,
Mohammad Akbar was
also present.

Chandrakala, a student
of Class II, welcomed the
Chief Minister with a rose
flower. CM interacted with
the school children and an-
swered the interesting
questions. When the kids
questioned, Chief
Minister threw light on
the talent and works of

Swami Atmanand Ji.
Vinakshi, a class VIII

student, wanted to know
"What was her goal behind
starting Swami Atmanand
English Medium School?"
In his reply, Chief
Minister recollected the
memories of his school
life and said that the facili-
ty of English medium
schools was not available
at that time.

English medium schools
with teachers of all sub-
jects were available at
schools of urban areas
only while the schools of

rural areas had no such fa-
cilities. There is no dearth
of talent in rural areas but
the people lagged behind
because of language. CM
added that considering the
situation, he initiated to
create facilities for educa-
tion in English medium in
rural areas also.

Swami Atmanand
Schools have been started
on the same lines as Late
Rajiv Gandhi opened
Navodaya Vidyalayas
across the country. CM
said that, when children
study in a better environ-

ment, they gain self-confi-
dence, and self-confidence
is the biggest asset of a
person.

Class VII student Shruti
Thakur asked the Chief
Minister, "Sir, how do you
spend your summer vaca-
tions?" In response, Chief
Minister said, "There is no
holiday in public service.
This year, Bhet - Mulakat
programme is being con-
ducted across the state for
the past one month. I have
visited 20 assembly con-
stituencies of Surguja and
Bastar.

In this way, the summer
so far has been spent inter-
acting with the people of
the state."

Shailendra Devangan, a
student of class 9th asked
the Chief Minister, 'When
you were a student, how
did your teacher treat
you?' In response, the
Chief Minister said that
the teachers expect disci-
pline from students. One
should reach school on
time, follow the instruc-
tions of the teachers and
focus on studies in the
classroom. A student must

partake in sports and
other school activities in a
disciplined manner.

During a meeting with
the principals and teach-
ers of all the seven Swami
Atmanand English
Medium Schools operat-
ing in Patan assembly con-
stituency, the Chief
Minister was appraised
about infrastructure, staff
and achievements of the
schools.

While addressing the
teachers, CM said that
Patan area has been the
land of freedom fighters.
There has already been an
atmosphere for education
in the area, but people's ex-
pectation from Swami
Atmanand Schools has in-
creased further.

Today, parents and chil-
dren all over the state are
excited about Swami
Atmanand Schools. Chief
Minister also emphasized
on preparing the children
for competitions. The
school environment
should be cheerful along
with discipline. The urge
to learn should be incul-

cated in children
The campus of Swami

Atmanand School, operat-
ed in the block headquar-
ter of Patan, is spread over
about 2 acres. Many facili-
ties are available here for
children including state-
of-the-art 16 class rooms,
separate labs for biology,
chemistry and physics and
3 smart class rooms.

Here, a grand stage has
been built with a depart-
ment room, 2 staff rooms,
head master room, princi-
pal room, office room,
exam hall, auditorium, li-
brary, sports room, com-
puter lab and a large
ground. Along with
English medium, Hindi
medium school is also
being run here.

At present, 494 students
are studying in English
medium from class I to
class X and 349 students
from class IX to XII are
studying in Hindi medi-
um. Now pre-primary
classes in English medium
are also being started here
from the academic session
2022-23.

Pre Primary wing inaugurated at Swami Atmanand English Medium School, Patan

Govt working with holistic approach for cultural, 
educational and economic development of tribals: CM 

BSF persuades armed naxals to surrender 
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RAMP FOR PASSENGERS

The construction of ramps for platform No’s 1-2 at the Raipur Railway Station is nearing completion.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 09: A total
of 28 MLAs camping in
Haryana since June 2 left

for Haryana here on
Thursday at 6:00 pm. CM
Bhupesh Baghel was also
present at the Airport
and accompanied the
MLAs to Delhi.

In view of security, it
was beefed up around
the Airport on depar-
ture of 28 MLAs from
Haryana to Delhi.

It is notable here that
the polling for Rajya
Sabha seats in Haryana
is to be held on June 10.
It is in order to avoid
cross-voting that the 28
Congress MLAs were
called to Chhattisgarh
on June 2 and were put
in a private resort in
Nava Raipur.

During this period the
newly appointed RS MP
from Chhattisgarh
Rajeev Shukla, interna-
tional boxer and
Congress leader
Vijender Singh, former
CM Haryana Bhupendra
Singh Hudda, CM
Baghel and other party
office bearers and MLAs
met and imparted train-
ing to all party MLAs
from Haryana.

It was just a day before
polling, all 28 MLAs
were called to Haryana.
On June 8, a special
training was imparted
as part of rehearsal to
all these MLAs to cast
vote for RS seat.
Congress leaders in-
formed that all the 28
MLAs would reach
Delhi by 8:00 pm and
then they will be put up
at some place before
polling on June 10.

CM leaves for Delhi along with 28 MLAs

Polling to be held on
June 10 for RS seats
in Haryana

Iron trader cheated of Rs 4 cr
Raipur, Jun 09: An iron trader has been allegedly
cheated of Rs 4 crore. The matter has come to light in
Azad Chowk police station of the capital. Rajesh
Agrawal, who does iron trading in Jawahar Nagar,
has filed a complaint of fraud against Swapnil Mittal
of MS Shop, resident of Samta Colony.

The complainant told that Swapnil Mittal had
bought 500 tonnes of bars in three different install-
ments in May for Rs 4 crore. He had assured to make
payment within a month, but later he started refus-
ing. The complainant told that after paying the first
installment for iron rod, Swapnil called him and
made an emotional blackmail by saying that he was
in another city for the treatment of his wife.

Raipur, Jun 09:
Anganbadi workers in
support of their six point
demand including in-
crease in their honorari-
um have opened front
against the state govern-
ment here on Thursday.
Thousands of Anganbadi
workers from all over the
state reached Dharna
venue at Budhatalab and
demanded to pay hon-
ourarium to all the
Anganbadi worker at
Collector’s rate.

This protest is jointly
being held under the aegis
of ‘Chhattisgarh Jujharu
Anganbadi Karyakarta
Sahayaika Sangh’
(CJAKSS) and ‘Anganbadi
Karyakarta & Sahayika
Union’ (AKSU). Regional
President of CJAKSS
Padmavati Sahu informed
that in support of their
long pending demands,

they all have gathered
here for two-day
protest.She informed that
Sangh and its members
have been protesting in
support of their demands
for long, but till date it has
fallen on deaf ears.
Through this protest they
want to bring it to knowl-
edge of the state govern-
ment about their just de-
mands, she added.

The party workers of
above two Sanghs in-
formed that they did not
get administrative permis-
sion for holding protest at

Budhatalab venue and still
they all reached here and
staged massive protest.
The protestor said that
even if they have to go to
jail in support of their de-
mands, then they are
ready to protest.

They cited that in such
increasing inflation, work-
ing with such a low and
meagre honourarium is
not possible.

It is notable here that
the permission for hold-
ing protest at city’s
Budhtalab has been
banned in large number

and here permission for
protestors from 100-200 is
being permitted. But
even after this the
Anganbadi workers in
large number gathered
here and police had to do
lot of working with erec-
tion of barricading on
both side and did not al-
lowed them to move from
this venue.

There was lot of traffic
congestion on this route
near Budhatalab area
due to this protest and
the passer-by faced lots of
problems.

Anganbadi workers stage
massive protest

In support of their
6-point demand
including demand
for hike in hon-
ourarium

Two nabbed for embezzlement of Rs 70 lakh

Raipur, Jun 09: A manag-
er of ‘Dal Mill’ and his col-
league were nabbed by the
capital police here on
Thursday. Both were fac-
ing charges of embezzle-
ment of funds worth Rs 70
lakhs from the ‘Dal-mill’
(pulses mill). The case
comes under Khamtarai
area.

Actually in Khamtarai,
there is a ‘dal-mill’ run by
Anand Trader’s owner
Abhishekh Sharma. He
lodged a complaint in
Khamtarai thana that the
Manager in his Mill-
Doman Chandrakar and
his  colleague Lalit

Agrawal by showing sales
of ‘Dal’ from the mill have
embezzled funds worth Rs
70 lakhs.

The owner of ‘Dal-mill’
came to know about it on
checking the cash-book. It
was on complaint by the
‘dal-mill’ owner that a case
was filed against the man-
ager Doman Chandrakar
and Lalit Agrawal. The
Police managed to arrest
the two and is investigat-
ing into the matter for re-
covery of Rs 70 lakh em-
bezzled from the ‘dal-mill’.

From owner of ‘Dal-
mill’ in Khamtarai

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur , Jun 09: A
girl from Bilaspur was
found dead in the jungle
near the dam in Kota of
Rajasthan and after in-
structions by CM
Bhupesh Baghel, IG
Bilaspur Range
Ratanlal Dangi held
talks withSP Kota.
After this the Kota po-
lice managed to arrest
the accused from
Gujarat and bringing
him to Kota.

It is notable here that
a girl from Bilaspur
went to study in Allen
Coaching Institute in
Kota just two months
back.

Her body was found
in the jungle near Kota
and the girl was report-
ed absconding for last
two days.

After this news the
parents of the girl

lodged complaint with
SP Kota and then the in-
vestigations were start-
ed.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
after knowing about the
incident, expressed his
condolences and then
directed IG Bilaspur
Range Ratanlal Dangi
to hold talks with SP
Kota. After talks the
proceedings in this re-
gard began and the
Kota Police managed to
arrest the accused from
Gujarat and making
preparations to bring
him to Kota.

The parents of the
girl informed that their
daughter went for
coaching to Kota just
one & half months back
and was studying there
residing in hostel for
girls. The girl is from
Yadunandan Nagar in
Bilaspur.

The parents of the
girl were teaching her
coaching in Kota and
are farmers by profes-
sion, but this particular
incident has literally
shaken their entire
family.

Accused in murder of girl
arrested from Gujarat

In case of girl from
Bilaspur found
dead in Kota near
dam

Case registered against porn enthusiasts

Raipur, Jun 09: Raipur
Police have registered a
case against two youths
for uploading obscene
videos of girls and minor
girls on Instagram and
other social media plat-
forms. Identify of both the
youth has not been estab-
lished yet. The action has
been taken against them
on the basis of input re-
ceived from Delhi. Police
are now claiming to catch
both the miscreants soon.

According to the infor-
mation available, both the
youth have been found
digitally active in
Badhaipara and
Ramsagar Para areas. The
police team will search for

them in these areas. In
fact, the team of National
Crime Bureau in Delhi
keeps an eye on the mobile
network. Monitoring is
done on such internet
users who upload such ob-
scene contents. From
there, the digital informa-
tion of two youth has been
sent to Raipur Police. Now
police will trace the youth
on the basis of digital
links. According to the in-
formation received from
the police, more than 100
obscene videos, photos of
minors and women are
being posted on different
social media platforms
every month. Among
those doing this act are
mostly educated. The
Raipur Cyber ??Cell re-
ceives hundreds of cases
from the National Crime
Records Bureau. In this,
obscene videos, photos,
messages etc. of minors
have been shared on social

media through mobile
numbers.

On these mobile num-
bers, FIRs are lodged in the
police stations. Apart from
Raipur, cases from other
districts and other states
are also coming to the
cyber cell. Those cases are
sent from the police head-
quarters to the respective
states. More than 40 cases
have been registered in
Raipur district for posting
obscene video-photos of
minors on social media
since January 2022.
Educated people are more
among those who post
pornographic videos, pho-
tos. These also include
from minor to elderly.
Action was taken against
28 people in 2020-21.

A case has been regis-
tered against 25 people
since January this year. Of
them, 20 were arrested
while search is on for the
rest.

Porn videos of girls
and children
uploaded on
Instagram, FIR on
Delhi’s input

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0099:: Five youth of
Chhattisgarh who have quali-
fied All India Civil Services Will
be present at a workshop to be
organised at BIT Auditorium in
Durg city to share their experi-
ences. Apart from sharing
their experiences they will
answer the questions of the
participants at the workshop.
This is the first time that this
year’s five toppers of
Chhattisgarh are gathering

together to share their strate-
gy.

Shraddha Shukla (ranked
45th in UPSC), Akshay Pillai
(ranked 51st), Pooja Sahu
(ranked 199th), Abhishek
Agarwal and Divyanjali Jaiswal
(ranked 254th) will share their
experiences. Giving informa-
tion in this regard, Additional
Collector Padmini Bhoi said
that this programme was
being organized under the

guidance of Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure.
Successful contestants of
UPSC will provide guidance to
the students preparing for the
competitive examination, over
the basic requirements for
selection in UPSC exam. The
toppers will tell how they did
time management for the
exam, what is the writing skills
like and how to avoid the
stress that comes during

preparation. 
Students preparing for the

competitive examination in the
session will also be able to put
their questions in front of the
participants. The session will
start at 3 pm and each contest-
ant will give brief about their
preparation besides interview
strategy. Focus will be laid on
the type of strategy that can
be adopted for preparation in a
short time.

The youth are enthusiastic
this time about the UPSC
results in Chhattisgarh. As
many as 12 contestants of the
state have been selected in
this prestigious examination.
Collectors are organizing such
workshops to ensure that the

contestants of the district con-
tinue to get the best guidance.
Last time the toppers of PSC
exam shared their views
through workshop and the
youth of the city took great
advantage of it.

This workshop is completely
free and youth preparing for
competitive exams and aspir-
ing for it can take advantage of
it. The training through DMF is
being provided by the district
administration for the prepara-
tion of civil services in the dis-
trict. A link has also been cre-
ated for this, which is
https://fb.me/e/4y2YrMXme.
By clicking on it, the live tele-
cast of the program can be
seen from 3 pm onwards.

Ch’garh’s UPSC talents to gather in BIT Durg today
UPSC toppers to tell
secrets of success

Event to be held on
Friday at 3 pm in BIT
auditorium

Police arrest 9 accused in dacoity case

Jagdalpur, Jun 09: In view
of increasing incidents of
thefts, burglary, dacoity,
murder and online frauds
in Bastar region, the
Jagdalpur Police nabbed 9
accused entering their
house and involved in da-
coity worth crores and
seized 2 four-wheelers, 4
two-wheelers and 8 mobiles
and cash of Rs 5300 from
their possession here on
Thursday.

ASP Jagdalpur OP

Sharma informed that they
received a complaint of
theft of Rs 30000 and loss of
2 mobiles from a house on
intervening night of Jun 4-5
in from Ghat Dhanora
under Bandaji thana. After
the complaint a 37 member
police team was formed and
was asked to keep a close
eye on the likely suspects.

It was based upon the
technical facts and evidence
from the site of the crime
and nearby areas, the Police

started nabbing the accused
and nabbed 9 dacoits from
different districts of Bastar
who were involved in da-
coity worth crores. All 9
have accepted their crime
in dacoity and after which
the Police produced them in
the Court and sent them to
jail.

The main accused in this
gang, Digam Kashyap in-
formed that on selling the
old coins from the victim
Baldev Baghel, they earned
crores and to which he has
hidden underneath in his
house. Baldev in order to
loot the same, made a well-
planned crime along with
his colleagues and managed
to steal the old coins.

Seizes two four-
wheelers and 4 bikes
and 8 mobiles from
their possession

Balrampur, Jun 09: The
Wadraufnagar Police
chowki got a major break-
through when they
nabbed an accused with 9
gms of Brown Sugar. The
drug smuggler was in
search of client to sell it
off.

The Wadraufnagar
Police chowki got tip
from an informer that a
youth on motorcycle
bearing No. CG 15/2183
named Ramalla Dubey
R/o Parasdiha Jamai, is

trying to sell off brown
sugar in his possession
and was searching for a
customer.

On getting this infor-
mation, the
Wadraufnagar Police in-
formed the seniors and
managed to nab the ac-
cused Ramalla Dubey S/o
Late Arjun Dubey (57)
R/o Parihar Chowk with
9 gms of Brown Sugar, es-
timated to cost around Rs
90000. Including the cost
of the motorcycle the cost
of total seizure is expect-
ed to reach Rs 1.40 lakh.

In this action SDOP
Wadraufnagar AK
Vishwakarma, Chowki
in-Charge Vinod Paswan,
ASI Jablun Kujur, head
constable Mukesh Minj,
constable Shiv Patel,
Sanjay Jaiswal and
Jugesh Jaiswal gave valu-
able support.

One nabbed with brown
sugar worth Rs 90000

p From Wadraufnagar
area

Raipur, Jun 09: Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Thursday took out a bike
rally in Raipur. Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha state
in-charge Alok Dangas
joined the rally. Earlier he
was welcomed by BJP
workers on his arrival at
airport. Former Minister

Brijmohan Agrawal too
joined the bike rally which
was taken out in the name
of ‘Vikas Tirtha Bike Rally.

The bike rally of Raipur
South Assembly
Constituency was started
from Indoor Stadium. The
rally followed its course
through Raipur Municipal
Corporation Building,
Subhash Stadium, Circuit
House, Mini Marine Drive,
Katoratalab, RDA
Building, Katratalab Main
Road via New Rajendra
Nagar, Kali Mandir Civil
Line, District Hospital
Kalibari Chowk, New Bus

Stand, Lakhenagar
Chowk, Old Talab via
Sadar Bazar and culminat-
ed near the statue of
Swami Vivekananda at
Bidhatalab.

BJP will organize such
bike rally in every assem-
bly constituency. BJP is
also highlighting the
achievements of the Modi
government on the com-
pletion of 8 years through
bike rally. With visit to
every part of the state, BJP
leaders are also saying that
state witnessed develop-
ment only during BJP
rule.

BJP takes out bike rally
Former minister
Brijmohan and
BJYM in-charge
Alok Dangas high-
light Modi Govt’s
achievements

Two two-wheeler riders killed in road accident
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0099:: In a road accident two youth were killed after a scooty which they were riding at a
high speed collided with a truck parked on a road side in Siltara area of Raipur. Both died on the spot
due to severe head injuries. The passers-by passing through the road informed the police team. After
this the information of the accident reached the families of the deceased. The police of Dharsiwa
area are investigating the accident.

According to information available, the truck was parked on the flyover near Dilbagh Dhaba on the
road connecting Raipur to Bilaspur on Thursday morning. Meanwhile two youth riding a scooter at a
very high speed collided with the truck. The scooter was badly damaged after accident. Due to high
speed both the two-wheeler riders did not get a chance to control the vehicle. 
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OVERLOADED

With intense heat during afternoon, people preferred to take auto and it turned out to be overloaded taking all risk. 

Delegation of SAKM gives information about election due

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Jun 09: A dele-
gation of office bearers of
many employees’ organisa-
tions who are part of the
‘Sarv Adhikari Karamchari
Mahasangh’ (SAKM) paid
courtesy call on the Collector
RK Sharma here on
Wednesday. This comprised
of Class III Employees’
Association President
Pratap Chandravanshi,
Rajya Karamchari Sangh
President VN Tiwari,
Shikshak Federation
President Pramod Shkla,
Ravi Verma, Shiv Sahu,
Hemant Sahu and others
were present.

During the meeting,
Collector was given infor-

mation about the elec-
tions to be held for
President SAKM and he
was also provided with
the phone numbers of
District President and
District secy of various
employees’ organisations
in Kawardha district.
Collector was informed
that the names of district
presidents and secretaries
will be printed in a list
and then claims and ob-
jections will be invited. To
ensure free & fair poll pro-
cedure, Mahasangh has
appointed its senior

leader Vidyabhushan
Dubey as the Chief
Presiding Officer and re-
gional Treasurer of
Rajaswa Patwari Sangh as
the Asst. Presiding officer
and written information
with 30 signatures of the
Employees’ Association
has been submitted to the
Collector as well.

The delegation apprised
Collector about declaring
the existing President of
SAKM Dilip
Chandravanshi as ineligi-
ble for the next elections
and also about the illegal

activities and works car-
ried out by his during his
present term. Lodging
complaint about any doc-
uments related to
Karamchari Bhavan by
the former Presidents of
SAKM, the delegation
urged the Collector pro-
vide a copy of the same to
them.

Giving a patient hear-
ing to grievances of
SAKM, Collector asked
them to send information
about any employee or
person creating distur-
bances in holding elec-
tions. He also directed the
concerned branch to pro-
vide necessary docu-
ments to Sangh about the
building. In addition to
this the patch-work and
others work in the
Karamchari building was
also asked to be repaired
at the earliest.

Dr Pranjal Mishra honoured
with ‘Best Paper’ Award

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0099:: Young energetic
eye and retina specialist Dr Pranjal
Mishra while attending 80th
National Convention of All India
Ophthalmological Society (AIOS)
in Mumbai was honoured with the
‘Best Paper’ award for his research
paper based on retina of eye. His
paper received Best Paper award
in Asia Pacific Conference and for
receiving Best Free Paper award he
was honoured with International
Ophthalmic Hero of India award. 

Dr Pranjal Mishra is a resident of
Raipur and he has received his eye
specialist degree from Shankardeo

Netralaya Guwahati. Later he did
two years fellowship on retina
related diseases and surgery from
Narayana Netralaya Bengaluru.
More than 20 research papers of
Dr Mishra has got published in
National and International jour-
nals. He has offered his services
in eye camps of Life Line
Express. Dr Pranjal is working in
Eye Department of Dr B R
Ambedkar Memorial Hospital
under Pt Jawaharlal Nehru
Medical College. He is the son of
senior eye specialist Dr Dinesh
Mishra.  

Delegation of CCA met Ravindra Choubey
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 09: Tender
boycott of Chhattisgarh
Contractors Association is
going on for 26 days in gov-
ernment construction de-
partments. A delegation
led by Association
President Biresh Shukla
met Water Resources
Minister Ravindra
Choubey  at his official
residence in Shankar
Nagar. Minister Ravindra
Choubey assured the dele-
gation to take appropriate
decision. Simultaneously,
the minister directed the
officers to hold a meeting
with the officials of the
Chhattisgarh Contractors
Association to solve the
problems at the earliest.
Association president
Biresh Shukla said that
till the government does
not resolve the problem of
the contractors, the tender
boycott will continue in
the entire state.

Contractors’ meetings are
being organized in each of
the districts. If the gov-
ernment does not an-
nounce to give relief to the
contractors soon, then all
the construction work will
stop. And for this the gov-
ernment will be responsi-

ble. State
P r e s i d e n t ,
Biresh Shukla
has further in-
formed that the
contractors of
the state are
struggling for
their legitimate
demands, as tak-
ing loan from the
market and
banks, they have
been engaged in
getting the con-
tract construc-
tion work done,
but due to the
compulsion, the
tender boycott
was announced
from May 14, and

26th days has been com-
pleted, the tender process
is being stalled in all the
departments. He said that
the association will met
Chief Minister in this con-
cern. All the contractors
are supporting the tender
boycott.

IIIT-NR celebrates environment day

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 09: The NSS
unit of Dr. SPM-IIIT, Naya
Raipur, in collaboration
with the Institute of Social
Responsibility (ISR), or-
ganized a plantation drive
at the institute campus on
the occasion of World
Environment Day.

Dr. Lakhindar Murmu,
NSS Program Officer, led
the team of NSS volun-

teers who gave a message
for environmental protec-
tion by planting saplings,
watering plants & running
a cleanliness campaign
around the institute prem-
ises.

Dr. Murmu, in his ad-
dress to the volunteers,
emphasized that planting
trees is one of the vital
measures to minimize the
impacts of climate change
& save our environment.

The volunteers enthusias-
tically participated in the
initiative & planted trees
like peepal, almond &
neem in the institute
premises. They also volun-
tarily took up the responsi-
bility to take care of the
planted saplings & ensure
that they are watered reg-
ularly. The initiative pro-
vided the NSS volunteers
an opportunity to widen
their vision, attitudes &
commitments in the area
of environmental preser-
vation & enhancement. It
created an awareness
among the students to im-
prove & take care of the
environment they live in.
It was an excellent experi-
ence for the volunteers to
learn the correct way to
plant trees & take care of
them. They expressed
their willingness to work
for the betterment of the
environment & help in the
conservation of flora in all
possible ways.

Bastar has become a paradise for drug dealers!

NNiizzaamm  RRaahhmmaann

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  0099:: In Bastar the
younger generation, including
youth and men are falling prey to
intoxication as soon as the night
falls. Be it any kind of intoxica-
tion. It has now become an in-
thing and adopted by the youth
and the parents are equally wor-
ried. Especially if it becomes an
addiction or life-threatening
habit, then one has to think
about getting away from it. It is
necessary that any intoxicant,
whether it is alcohol, medicine,
ganja, cannabis or cigarette,
gutkha or tobacco, or whatever,
is dangerous to health. The

biggest weakness of a person is
that he loses his self-control very
easily and as a result of this he
either becomes a victim of some
addiction due to wrong company
or goes on the wrong path by
being getting misled. 

It is a matter of concern that
the number of cancer patients is
increasing in the region day-by-
day. According to the informa-
tion received, more than 50 oral
cancer patients have been found
in Bastar District Hospital in a
month and they are undergoing
treatment. One has to make a
confession remembering the
fact that it is always better to
eliminate the root-cause of the
disease than to cure it. From
school, colleges to rural areas,
pan masala has taken its deep
roots. The habit of eating pan
masala out for people of almost
all age-group is common and it
has now become very common
among women as well. In Bastar,
it has become common for
women to eat pan masala.

In order to save the costly bot-
tles of liquor and the false pride
of family and social prestige,
people are adopting intoxicants
like psychotropic drugs, ganja,
cannabis, munakka and other
means of intoxicants. The amaz-
ing thing is that no one even
comes to know about this intoxi-
cating habit for years and by the
time one realises it is late and by
this time the person becomes
addicted to it. The use of pan
masala has become so common
that now even the youngsters,
children and men are not taking
care in this matter. It is possible
that one may not find anything in
the smallest and biggest shops,
but if one wants to purchase
‘guthka’ it is readily available
and provided. Now the situation
is that ‘Guthka’ is being given in
lieu of change for coins or
rupees also. 

This entire drug business
after establishing its roots in
schools, colleges is now spread-
ing its feet in rural areas. The

day is not far when the drug
business flourishing here will
become a canker and it will not
be difficult but impossible to
eliminate it.

WWhhiittee  ccoollllaarr  ppeeooppllee  iinnvvoollvveedd  
iinn  ddrruugg  ssuuppppllyy

Like ganja, this news has also
become common in Bastar. A
drug peddler was arrested in the
police station with hundreds of
bottles of banned medicine and
pills. It is worth considering that
when such a large quantity of
drugs and intoxicating pills are
being caught every day and it
clearly speaks about the quanti-
ty of consumption in the city.
The drug peddler is always
caught by the police and sent to
jail, but they (police) do not try
to reach the kingpin or the mafia
working behind it. As a result of
which a new drug peddler
become active in the market the
next day. 

The entire drug is supplied
from Raipur and reaches
Jagdalpur by means of transport

and from there it is despatched
to the districts like Dantewada,
Narayanpur, Bijapur, and Sukma.
The drug trade has become like a
giant monster here, which prob-
ably no one wants to stop now.
Because everyone is aware of
the huge earnings from this. If
the police proceed in their inves-
tigation, then the names of many
white-collar people will be asso-
ciated in this work. Most of the

youth of the city have come
under the grip of this drug and
even their family is not aware of
this.

Between 2015 and 2016, the
drug department and police
administration of the district
swung into action after the
Central Chronicle published
news, reports against drugs
being sold in medical stores con-
tinuously. After which action was
taken against every medical
store inside the city which was
selling drugs. Due to the pub-
lished news of the Central
Chronicle, the sale of this poi-
son-like drug found in medical
was completely banned. Years
later many people joined this
business as drug peddlers and
then this drug trade has started
taking its roots in the district.

Currently, the consumption of
Codeine-containing cough
syrups and tablets called
Ispraxmo Proxyvan, Alfazolam
has increased tremendously.
There are reports that many peo-
ple have joined this business,
some elite family members of
the city are also involved in this
work. All these medicines are

supplied from Raipur and the
drug mafia here, through its
many sleeper drug peddlers,
transports the drugs to every
corner of the city. It is important
to mention here that this work
earns five times the income.

CCaannnnaabbiiss  ccaalllleedd  ‘‘MMuunnaakkkkaa’’  iiss
bbeeiinngg  ssoolldd  iinn  ppaann--sshhooppss

To say this work is illegal, but
companies have come into exis-

tence to sell the
cannabis named
‘Munakka’. They
are preparing it
in sachets like
pan-masala and

supplying it to the entire divi-
sion. It is such a cheap drug that
it reaches every hand. Available
for just five rupees, when the
intoxication of
munakka/cannabis reaches the
lives of teens and adults, they
themselves do not know. 

Today, this poison named
‘Munakka’ is being sold in most
of the pan-shops of Jagdalpur
and is being sold at a sting. The

news that the local administra-
tion is not aware of this is per-
haps not so easy to digest.
Companies selling poison right
under the nose of the system
come into existence, which is
completely illegal and by produc-
ing narcotics, establish a syndi-
cate of the entire supply and the
system is not aware of this, it can-
not be accepted easily.

GGaannjjaa  bbuussiinneessss  rreemmaaiinneedd  
tthhee  ssaammee  ffoorr  yyeeaarrss

If one talks about ‘drugs’ it is
not possible to talk skip supply of
‘ganja’ in Bastar. One can often
see it in the newspapers that
‘Ganja’ smugglers were caught
here. This intoxication not only
passes through the streets of this
city but also stops and has caught
many people in its grip. 

Last date for application is June 30

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, Jun 09: Dr.
Ambedkar Center of
Excellence has been estab-
lished at Guru Ghasidas
University, Bilaspur under
the aegis of Ministry of
Social Justice and
E m p o w e r m e n t ,
Government of India.

Under the Dr. Ambedkar
Center of Excellence in
Guru Ghasidas University,
SC students will be given
free coaching for the prepa-
ration of administrative
services (preliminary and
main) examinations of
Union Public Service
Commission (UPSC). For
admission in this center, on-

line applications can be
filled from 8th June and the
last date is 30th June. A
total of 100 seats are avail-
able in this center, out of
which 33% as such for
which students of the same
category will be able to take
admission. For admission
in UPSC coaching, the uni-
versity will conduct online
entrance test and students
will be given admission on
the basis of merit. Students
who have completed their
graduation or are in the
final semester of gradua-
tion can apply for this.

For eligibility the appli-
cant should belong to
Scheduled Caste only.
Classes will start in
October. All the informa-
tion related to this center is
available on the website of
the World. The center is
being run by an advisory
committee appointed by the
university.

More than 100 teachers,
students participated 

BBiillaassppuurr,,  JJuunn  0099:: The
Department of Physical
Education of Guru Ghasidas
University is organizing a 21-
day (from May 21 to June 10)
online Common Yoga
Protocol (Common Yoga
Practice) from 7 to 8 in the
morning on the occasion of
World Yoga Day. This general
yoga program is being
organized under the guid-
ance of Dr. Sanjeet Sardar,
Head of Physical Education
Department, under the aegis
of the Vice-Chancellor of the
University, Professor Alok
Chakrawal, under the action
plan sent by the Government
of India and the Ministry of
Sports, which aims at train-
ing of Yogasanas before
Yoga Day and to promote
them.

In this more than 100 stu-
dents and teachers of Guru

Ghasidas University are par-
ticipating every day using
the medium of digital, virtu-
al and electronic platforms.
Sitting postures
(Paschimottana, Vajrasana,
Padmasana and Manduk
asanas, Gomukh asanas),
standing postures
(Tadasana, Vrikshasana,
Trikonasana, Padahastasana,
Garudasana, Natarajasana
and Ardha Chakrasana) and
lying down postures
( D h u n a n g a s a n a ,
S a r v a n g a s a n a s a n a ,
Pawanmukt Asanas) and
various types of Pranayama
are also being practiced
under the guidance of yoga
instructor, Dr. Tilakraj
Meena and his associates.
This online Common Yoga
Protocol (Common Yoga
Practice Program) will be
concluded on 10th June.

Central Chronicle News

Kawardha, Jun 09:
Under the service, good-
governance and welfare of
poor programme on suc-
cessful completion of
8years of PM Narenrdra
Modi’s government at the
Centre, the BJP party
workers and leaders are
reaching out to the masses
and by contacting the peo-
ple benefitting from the
central sponsored
schemes are passing on
the same message to those
deprived and need of it.

In this context, BJP
Mahila Morcha and State
Secy. and Kawardha
District prog in-Charge
Bhawana Bohara in-
formed that under able

leadership of PM
Narendra Modi, it is under
the central leadership and
guidance of State
President BJP Mahila
Morcha Shalini Rajput,
the people and villagers in
Ravnvirpur Mandal,
Kunda Mandal, Pipariya
Mandal, Rengakhar
Mandal, Sahaspur-Lohara
Mandal, Kui-Kukdur,
Kawardha urban and
rural, Bhoramdev, Indori,
and other Mandal  gave in-
formation about the
schemes for the welfare of
the people from the central
government and for the
welfare of the state and
the nation. They were also
appealed to avail its maxi-
mum benefit. long with
this they are also meeting

the Aanganbadi workers,
assistants, sisters and
health workers who have
rendered valuable servic-
es during the corona pan-
demic and felicitating
them for their works done.
During this they also met
the people who have bene-
fitted from PM Ujjawala
Yojana; PM Aawas Yojana,
from toilet construction
under Swachch Bharat;
Ayushman Bharat and
other schemes and were
informed about the
schemes launched for the
welfare of women and oth-
ers by the BJP govern-
ment at the Centre.

Bhawana Bohara said
providing leadership to
women and their develop-
ment has been the main

agenda of BJP since be-
ginning. It was under lead-
ership of PM Narendra
Modi that his government
has left no stone unturned
for women’s empower-
ment.

It was development
under women’s leadership
that has been given top pri-
ority and behind this there
has been significant hard
work, commitment and
dedication on part of PM
Narendra Modi.

The way the entire coun-
try’s economy was han-
dled during the corona
pandemic and took the
benefit of vaccination pro-
gramme in effective man-
ner, speaks of far-sighted-
ness of PM Narendra
Modi and his Ministry.

India’s stand on world
forum strongly put: Bohara

On successful completion of 8 yrs of Modi govt at the Centre

p Meeting the
Collector along with
other office bearers

For coaching in Dr.
Ambedkar Center
of Excellence for
SC students



Konta, Jun 09:  

Naxalites have also
extended their support
to the strike of MGNRE-
GA workers who have
been agitating for the
last two months in the
state of Chhattisgarh.
The Naxalites have ap-
pealed to the govern-
ment to fulfill their le-
gitimate demands at the
earliest and reinstate
the sacked employees.
North Sub-Zonal Bureau
( D a n d a k a r a n y a )
spokesperson of
Naxalites Mangli has is-
sued a press note justi-
fying the strike of MGN-
REGA workers. They
say that MNREGA work-
ers have been on strike
for more than two
months, but the govern-
ment is taking an
adamant stand on this
issue and taking action
for dismissal. The
Naxalite spokesman
said that the Bhupesh

government should ful-
fill the promises made
at the time of elections
for regularization of
MGNREGA workers,
Anganwadi workers
and contract workers.
The government should
reinstate the sacked em-
ployees with immediate
effect by abandoning
the undemocratic atti-
tude towards the MN-
REGA workers’ move-
ment.

‘Govt is benefitting
the corporate houses’

It has been said in the
press note that the cen-
tral and state govern-
ments are implement-
ing anti-people and
anti-employee policies
to benefit the big corpo-
rate houses like
Ambani and Adani.
Hasdev’s forests were
allowed to be cut for
Adani. The ongoing
protests against this
project are being ig-
nored.
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Bijapur, Jun 09:

To prevent road acci-
dents and to reduce mor-
tality rates in road acci-
dents, there is need for
massive public awareness.
Under this due action is
being taken against those
driving against the traffic
rules and violating other
traffic norms. In this re-
gard all concerned depart-
ment should make co-ordi-
nated efforts, says LS MP
Bastar Deepak Baij while
chairing the Road Safety
Committee meeting held
in the Collectorate on
Wednesday.

LS MP  Deepak Baij
asked the officials present
to install warning sign
boards near blind turns on
the national and state
highways and at sensitive
points; construct ‘Zebra
Crossing’ and stop-line at

the signals and install
speed-governors in the ve-
hicle and organise mas-
sive public awareness for
the vehicle riders and citi-
zens.

On the other hand he
also laid emphasis on car-
rying out surprise and
random checking and due
action against those driv-
ing violating traffic norms
and rules. He also asked to

ensure compliance of tim-
ing fixed for the buses
with permit and install
speed-governors in the
buses along with pasting
of bus fare.

In this meeting V-P and
MLA BDA Vikram
Mandavi suggestions to
construct taxi-stand in va-
cant land near the  new
bus stand in Bijapur. In the
urban areas of

Bhairamgarh and
Bhopalpatnam, the park-
ing area, bus stand and
Taxi Stand should be
made more organised.

At the same time
through public awareness
programmes, people
should be explained im-
portance of traffic rules
and its adherence; keeping
all valid vehicle docu-
ments while driving viz. li-

cence, RC book etc.
In the meeting the con-

cerned were asked to en-
sure strict compliance of
the instructions issued
and the action to be taken.
For all commercial vehi-
cles, in order to control the
speed of vehicles, speed-
governors and reflective
tapes should be installed
and then only the Fitness
certificates be issued.

Meeting was attended
by District Panchayat
President Shankar
Kudium, Nagar palika
parishad president
Benhoor Rawatia, District
panchayat member and
BDA member Neena
Rawatia Uddade and other
public reps,Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara,
SP Aanjanay Vasharnaya,
Add. SP Pankaj Shula and
other district-level officers
were present.

Create awareness to reduce traffic accidents: Baij
Meeting of Sansad Sadashya Road Safety committee held

Bilaspur, Jun 09:

SECR Bilaspur AGM
Vijay Pratap Singh on
June 08  performed win-
dow trailing inspection of
Bilaspur-Korba section.
As part of his visit AGM
inspected Korba station.
AGM started from
Bilaspur at 8 am on inspec-
tion vehicle and per-
formed window trailing
inspection of Bilaspur-
Korba section.

He inspected all tracks,
signal, interlocking, points
and manned level cross-
ings. AGM also inspected
Junadih and Dipika sid-
ing.

At Korba station he re-
viewed passenger ameni-
ties, inspected passenger
waiting hall, cleanliness
and ongoing development
works. Later he inspected
crew lobby and guard run-

ning room. In this period
he also inspected kitchen
and dining room along
with quality and cleanli-
ness of food. In this con-
nection he also talked to

the staff over there. While
performing inspection
AGM was accompanied by
DRM Bilaspur Shyam
Sunder, divisional officers
and observers.

AGM Singh inspects Korba 
station and Bilaspur-Korba section

Raigarh, Jun 09 (PTI):

A 23-year-old man
was found hanging in
the premises of the dis-
trict Collector’s official
residence in
Chhattisgarh’s Raigarh
on Thursday, police
said.

A police team rushed
to the scene in the
morning on being in-
formed that an unidenti-
fied man had allegedly
committed suicide in
the premises of collec-
tor Bhim Singh’s bunga-
low, said Manish Nagar,
the station house officer
of City Kotwali police
station.

The man was later
identified as Ashish
Ekka, a native of neigh-
bouring Surguja district
in northern part of

Chhattisgarh, it was
stated.

A security personnel
posted at the bungalow
first saw the man hang-
ing inside the bathroom
next to a compound wall
with a leather belt
around his neck, the of-
ficial said.

It was yet to be ascer-
tained how the man en-
tered the premises, he
said, adding that no sui-
cide note was found at
the spot.

A probe has revealed
that the deceased was a
resident of Kariya vil-
lage in Surguja district.
His family members
have been informed, the
SHO said.

A case has been regis-
tered in this regard and
further probe is under-
way.

Man found hanging 
in premises of Collector’s 

bungalow in Raigarh

Dongargaon, Jun 09:

On completion of 8
years of BJP led PM
Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment at the Centre, the
female doctors, nurses,
Anganbadi workers,
party workers, assis-
tants, Mitanins and oth-
ers working in the serv-
ice industry are being fe-
licitated. In this pro-
gramme as per instruc-

tions by BJP Mahila
Morcha President
Shalini Rajput, it was
under guidance of the
District BJP President
Madhusudhan Yadav,
BJP MM V-P Dr Rekha
Meshram and under
leadership of Mahila
Morcha District
President Kiran Sahu a
felicitation programme
was organised. In this
context, BJP Dongargaon

Mahila Morcha, felicitat-
ed the Anganbadi work-
ers, Assistants, Mitanins
working in Nagar
Panchayat area in
Anganbadi centre in
ward No. 10, near
Cinema Line viz. Karun
Lata Dewangan,
Poornima Dewangan,
Anita Netam, Sadhana
Salame, Jayanti Yadav,
Kavita Jangde, Seema,
Uma Bhuarya, Dukhiya
Rajput, Neeta Sonkar,
Laxmi Manikpuri were
felicitated. In the above
programme BJP Mandal
President Ramkumar
Gupta, Gen. Secy.
Santosh Yadav, Yuwa
leader Komal Sahu,
Mahila Morcha
President Anju Tripathi,
Aparna Tiwari,
Treasurer- Pratibha
Patel, secy. Allon Sahu,
office secy Poonam Sahu,
Mamta Uikey, Tijiya
Vera, Reena Verma and
others were present.

BJP-MM felicitates Anganbadi workers

Naxalites extends support
MNREGA workers on strike

Koriya, Jun 09: To wel-
come the children in the
new academic session,
more than 15 government
schools in Koriya district
are ready with painting
and fresh colours.The dis-
trict administration is tak-
ing full care of the chil-
dren’s future and better in-
frastructure, so that chil-
dren get a better environ-
ment for studies. This ini-
tiative has been taken by
the administration under
the guidance of Collector
Kuldeep Sharma.

District Education
Officer Mr. Sanjay Gupta

informed that to give a
new and good environ-
ment to the children, col-
ors have been done in the
schools and all schools are
ready to welcome chil-
dren. In this sequence, the
condition of the primary
and secondary school
Katkona Vikas Khand
Baikuthpur School of the
district headquarters has
changed completely.

From Secondary School
Tummibari and
Secondary School
Chiraguda, Government
Higher Secondary School
Ranai to Government

Higher Secondary School
Biharpur in remote area
Bharatpur, more than 15
schools have got a facelift.
There are 954 primary
schools, 414 secondary
schools, 71 government
high schools and 75 gov-
ernment higher secondary
schools in the district.
Apart from beautiful
colouring, special atten-
tion is also being paid to
necessary repairs and
maintenance in schools.

Changing nature of
Anganwadis

Keeping in mind the en-
tertainment of young chil-
dren, the nature of
Anganwadis is also slowly
changing. Paintings of
vegetables, fruits have also
been made to explain A to
Z, alphabet and nutrition-
al diet by marking the
ideal Anganwadis. Its pur-
pose is that children find it
interesting to come to
Anganwadis and learn
new information through
play.

‘Govt schools all decked 
in colors to welcome children’

Dongargaon, Jun 09: 

The candidates for the
three-tier Panchayat by-
polls have started submit-
ting their nomination
forms. During this after
passing of no-confidence
motion in Kirgi (B), in the
by-poll for the post of
Sarpanch, Tikam Sahu
filed his nomination on
Jun 8. During this former
Sarpanch Nirbhaya Sahu,
villagers Ganeshu, Toman,
Komal, Deepak,
Risheshwar, Laxman,
Suraj, Santosh, Chinta,
Dularu, Tikeshwar,
Mannu, Satrohan, Kamal,
Narad, Golu and others
were present.

Tikam files nomination
for post of Sarpanch

Birkoni, Jun 09:

The result of the
Government Girl’s HS
School Birkoni for Class
9th was 66.6%; that of
Class 10th was 80.46%;
and that of 11th was
71.31% and that of Class
12th was 86.25%. In the
Class 9th result,
Durgarani Nishad se-
cured 92.5% marks and
came first; Khushi
Chandrakar with 95%
marks in Class 10th
topped the list; Madhu
Sahu with 82.2% marks
in the Class 11th topped
in the School and
Pragya Chandrakar
with 84.4% marks
topped in the science
subject in Class 12th
exam.

The Principal in-
formed that the students
who qualified were ex-

tended greeetings and
boosted the morale of
those receiving compart-
ments and failing in the
exam and were informed
that this is not the final
chance and taking the
same as another oppor-
tunity, they can pass
with flying colours giv-
ing double their output.

The exam results also
provides the teachers to
give their level best per-
formance along with the
students and also pro-
vide them a chance to
correct their mistakes, if
any.

On this occasion vil-
lage representatives viz.

Sarpanch Tamradhwaj
Nishad, former
Sarpanch Toopsingh
Nishad; Dy Sarpanch’s
rep- Balram Patel,
Damodar Chandrakar,
Santosh Sahu, Rekhan
Sahu, Ghanshyam Sahu,
Mordhwaj Sahu and en-
tire family of the
School; Principal T Sahu
and other staff of the
school viz. Ragini
Chandrakar, Paras
Sinha, A Manikpuri,
Santram Sahu,
Chitrasen Sahu,
Shravan Sinha, Nidhi
Gupta Agrawal,
Manisha Tirki and oth-
ers were present.

Results of Class 9th to 12th excellent
 From Govt Girl’s HS

School, Birkoni

Korba, Jun 09: 

Revenue Minister
Jaisingh Agrawal here
said that Ashok Vatika,
the old and dilapidated
garden of the city, will be-
come the most attractive,
beautiful and grand place
of Korba district, where
people of all age groups
can enjoy tourism, enter-
tainment, and health.
Other necessary facilities
including sports will be
provided; he said adding
that beautifying Ashok
Vatika, was one of his top
priority.

The Minister was talk-
ing on the occasion of
Bhoomi Pujan of Ashok
Vatika Upgradation and
Development work here.
The work of upgradation
and development of
Ashok Vatika is to be done
by Municipal Corporation
Korba from District
Mineral Trust at a cost of
Rs.10 crore, The program
was presided over by

Mayor Rajkishore Prasad,
while Chairman
Shyamsundar Soni,
Mayor-in-Council mem-
bers, councilors and alder-
men and senior citizens of
the city were present as
special guests.

Revenue Minister
Agrawal, in his speech on
this occasion, further said
that during the stay of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel in Korba, he was
requested to grant ap-
proval for the upgradation
and development work of
Ashok Vatika, and the
Chief Minister gave the
gift of Ashok Vatika
upgradation and develop-

ment work at a cost of Rs
10 crore. Revenue Minister
Agrawal further said that
the plan prepared for the
development work of
Ashok Vatika will be im-
plemented 100% and the
garden will be in front of
us in a grand form, which
will be open for all citi-
zens. He further said that
in the last 06-07 years,
dozens of well-equipped
gardens have been built in
the corporation area,
along with this; work has
been done on a large scale
in the field of roads, drink-
ing water, electricity,
health, medicine and edu-
cation.

Ashok Vatika will become most
beautiful place of district: Agrawal

Konta, Jun 09:

Plantation, awareness
rally, mehendi competi-
tion and oath were organ-
ized by Piramal
Foundation/NITI Aayog
on 5th June in Kudukaras
village of Pushpali Gram
Panchayat on occasion of
World Environment Day.

In this programme
ICDS  Supervisor Rashmi,
while clarifying her views
on environmental conser-
vation gave information
about the importance of

the environment and the
harmful repercussion if
openly ignored. By plant-
ing saplings with the peo-
ple of the community, all
the people of the village
were made aware about
plantation and make the
surrounding green near
their homes as well.

Pledge was adminis-
tered in Gondi language to
save the environment by
planting saplings through
Anganwadi workers. A
rally was taken out in the
village with the people of

the community and the
people of the village were
made aware about the en-
vironment.

On the occasion of
World Environment Day,
Kajal Fatting and Yogita
Jhilpe from Piramal
Foundation/NITI Aayog,
all Anganwadi workers
were given a message to
protect the environment
by planting a sapling.
Everyone from the com-
munity participated in the
Mehendi competition and
3 contests were selected
and the winners of the
competition were felicitat-
ed. In this programme su-
pervisor Rashmi
C h a n d r a v a n s h i ,
Anganwadi worker Yogita
Jhilpe from Piramal
Foundation / NITI Aayog
and Kajal Fatting and ac-
tivists were present.

Piramal Foundation celebrate World Environment Day

GANGA DUSSEHRA

Devotees gather to take a bath in the Ganga river on the occasion of Ganga Dussehra, at Har Ki Pauri ghat, in
Haridwar, here on Thursday.

VICTORY SIGN

Students flash the victory sign after the declaration of Maharashtra Board class XIIth exam results, at Ramnarain
Ruia College in Mumbai, Wednesday.
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BRIEF
Man beaten 
 Mumbai: Four con-

tractual civic employ-
ees were arrested for
allegedly beating a 28-
year-old man to death
during a theft attempt
in the eastern suburb
of Mulund here, po-
lice said on Thursday.
The incident took
place in Amar Nagar
pipeline locality of
the suburb in the
early hours of
Wednesday, an official
said. The victim,
Rafique Sheikh, al-
legedly entered the
premises where the
accused lived to steal a
mobile phone, when
one of the accused
caught him, he said.

Three drowned
 Balrampur (UP):

Three girls drowned
while bathing in a
river here, police said
on Thursday. The de-
ceased, identified as
sisters Karishma (8)
and Nisha (7) and one
Kajal (9) of Harbaspur
village, had gone to
bathe in the nearby
Rapti river on
Wednesday afternoon,
Superintendent of
Police Rajesh Kumar
Saxena said. The girls
drowned due to the
strong current of the
river, Saxena said.

Rounded up
 Chandigarh: The

Punjab Police on
Thursday said it
rounded up 20 people
and recovered seven
weapons and Rs 21
lakh in cash during a
special cordon and
search operation car-
ried out in three hous-
ing societies of
Mohali district. Police
said the operation was
carried out to instil a
sense of safety and se-
curity among people.
The operation was led
by Deputy Inspector
General of Police
(Ropar Range)
Gurpreet Singh
Bhullar and conduct-
ed jointly by police
forces of three dis-
tricts—Mohali,
Fatehgarh Sahib and
Rupnagar.

AIMIM protest
 New Delhi: AIMIM

supporters on
Thursday held a
protest outside
Parliament Street po-
lice station here after
party chief
Asaddudin Owaisi
was named in an FIR
for allegedly posting
and sharing messages
on social media
against the mainte-
nance of public tran-
quility and inciting
people on divisive
lines, officials said.
Over 20 people have
been detained, they
said. “AIMIM support-
ers were protesting
outside Parliament
Street police station.
Around 25, including
two to three women,
have been detained,” a
senior police officer
said.

Leopard kills
 Mhow (MP): A six-

year-old girl was at-
tacked and killed by
a leopard at a village
in Madhya Pradesh’s
Mhow tehsil in the
early hours of
Thursday, a forest of-
ficial said. The inci-
dent took place
around 2 am, when
the child, Ravina
Wasnik, was sleeping
with her parents out-
side their house on
the outskirts of
Dudhi Bawdi village,
Choral forest range
officer Rahul Jain
said. The leopard at-
tacked and killed her
on the spot. The
predator fled the
place after her par-
ents raised an alarm,
he said.

Mumbai, Jun 09 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court
on Thursday issued no-
tices to the Central Bureau
of Investigation, the
Union government and
IPS officer Subodh Kumar
Jaiswal following a plea
challenging the latter’s ap-
pointment as the CBI di-
rector.

A bench of Chief
Justice Dipankar Datta
and Justice M S Karnik di-
rected the respondent
agencies and Jaiswal to
file their replies to the plea
by July 18.

The bench was hearing
a plea filed by Rajendra
Trivedi, former ACP of
the Maharashtra Police.

On Thursday, Trivedi’s
advocate S B Talekar also
submitted an affidavit,
stating that a private com-
plaint of defamation was
filed against Jaiswal in

2012 and a magistrate’s
court in the city had taken
its cognisance and issued
a process against him. The
matter was pending hear-
ing, Talekar said.

The HC took the affi-
davit on record. It will
hear the matter further on
July 28.

Jaiswal, who had earlier
held the post of
Maharashtra’s Director
General of Police (DGP),
was appointed as the CBI
director in May last year.

In his plea, filed through
advocate Talekar, Trivedi
has sought that Jaiswal’s
appointment as the CBI di-
rector be quashed.

Trivedi in his plea
claimed Jaiswal’s appoint-
ment was in contravention
of the Delhi Police
Establishment Act, and
sought that the high court
call for the records and
proceedings of the three-

member committee that
had approved Jaiswal’s
candidature.

The petition stated that
the CBI director must nec-
essarily be the senior most
Indian Police Service (IPS)
officer with impeccable
and unbreachable credi-
bility and an experience in
investigation of anti-cor-
ruption cases.

It said that Jaiswal, dur-
ing his tenure as a police
officer, had never been at-
tached to any anti-corrup-
tion wing and hence, did
not possess the requisite
experience required under
the Act.

The petition also stated
that in 2002, a special in-
vestigation team (SIT),
headed by Jaiswal, who
was then a deputy inspec-
tor general, was set up to
investigate a fake and
counterfeit stamps case, in
reference to the Telgi case.

HC issues notices to CBI,
Union govt & Subodh Jaiswal 

Over plea challenging his appointment as CBI Director

Kolkata, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Calcutta University
vice-chancellor Sonali
Chakravarti Banerjee
has alleged that some ob-
scene and misogynistic
messages and social
media posts are being cir-
culated against her fol-
lowing the varsity au-
thorities’ collective deci-
sion to conduct semester
exams in the UG level on
offline mode, and said
such abuses cannot be
tolerated.

The VC did not want to
elaborate on the matter
when contacted, while a
university official said
she was sent a screenshot
of a message of a student
of an affiliated college,
asking all friends and
class mates to rush to the
CU College Street campus
with arms to vandalise
properties of the insti-

tute as the authorities did
not give in to their de-
mand for online tests .

The authorities of the
college concerned said
the student has been
identified and the
strictest action will be
taken against him on
completion of an internal
inquiry.

Several students had
on June 7 demonstrated
outside the varsity’s
main campus at College
Street, claiming that
classroom teaching for
two months was not
enough for finishing the
syllabus of a six-month
semester and holding of-
fline examinations.

Several messages and
social media posts
against the VC have been
circulated in the public
domain by a section of

protestors in the last few
days after the university
syndicate unanimously
decided to hold offline
tests and take special
classes for certain sub-
jects if the syllabus was
not completed, the offi-
cial said.

The VC in her state-
ment said, “Some of the
messages/social media
posts that are circulating
in the public domain
and/or coming to me
from/on behalf of some
persons who are against
the university’s collective
and consensual decision
to conduct examinations
offline, are nothing but
violent and hateful, and
some of them are also ob-
scene and misogynistic.”

“I condemn such illegal
and unethical and foul
tactics,” she added.

The VC pointed out
that she should not be
singled out for any deci-
sion taken by the varsity
authorities.

The decision to con-
duct offline tests was
taken by members of all
faculty councils, all
chairpersons of the un-
dergraduate board of
studies and most of the
principals, she said.

Trinamool Congress
Chhatra Parishad state
president Trinankur
Bhattacharya said, “Such
abusive language cannot
be the expression of a
student. We strongly con-
demn such words. We
would urge those in-
dulging in such behav-
iour to concentrate on
studies and be prepared
for exams. We would urge
them not to take any con-
frontationist path.” PTI
SUS BDC

Obscene, misogynistic messages being circulated: CU VC
After decision on offline exams

Chandigarh, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Punjab Congress chief
Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring and other party
leaders held a protest at
the CM’s residential com-
plex on Thursday, com-
plaining that he failed to
keep his appointment with
them. The Congress lead-
ers claimed that they were
called inside the CM’s resi-
dence here, frisked and
their mobile phones also
taken away.

Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, however,
denied that the Congress
leaders were given time by
him and said they held a
protest in support of their
party leaders facing cor-
ruption charges. Mann
was apparently referring
to the arrest of former for-
est minister and Congress
leader Sadhu Singh

Dharamsot and naming of
Sangat Singh Gilzian in a
corruption case. Besides
Warring and Leader of
Opposition in the state
Assembly Partap Singh
Bajwa, former deputy
CMs Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa and O P Soni,
former ministers Aruna
Chaudhary and Bharat
Bhushan Ashu were pres-
ent during the protest.

Warring claimed that
when they reached the
CM’s residence in the
morning, they were made
to wait for 45 minutes.

Later, they were called
inside the residence, said
Warring, adding that the
Congress leaders were “in-
sulted” as they were
frisked and their mobile
phones taken away. The
opposition leaders were
later told that the CM is
busy and he could meet

them on Friday at 1 pm, he
said. Then Congress lead-
ers held a protest inside
the CM’s residential com-
plex and raised slogans
against the Bhagwant
Mann-led government.

Congress leader Partap
Singh Bajwa said he never
seen such a government
which insulted the opposi-
tion leaders.

“Our mobiles were kept
and leaders were frisked. I
never faced such an in-
sult,” said Bajwa.

Later, the Chandigarh
Police took all Congress
leaders in a bus to a near-
by police station after tak-
ing them into custody.

Chief Minister Mann
said the Congressmen
came to his residence
without taking time and
held a protest in support of
their leaders facing cor-
ruption charges.

Cong leaders protest at CM’s residence
Say Bhagwant Mann refused to meet them

Kolkata, Jun 09 (PTI):

L Kurseong’s BJP MLA
Bishnu Prasad Sharma on
Thursday again stoked the
demand for bifurcation of
West Bengal and said he
will bring up the matter
during party president J P
Nadda’s meeting with law-
makers during the day.

The Gorkha legislator
from Darjeeling had last
year demanded the separa-
tion of the hilly region
from the state.

“The people of North
Bengal have been deprived
of development for long. I
will bring up the demand
for bifurcation of West
Bengal during today’s

meeting with our party
president,” Sharma said.

Nadda, on the conclud-
ing day of his visit to West
Bengal, is scheduled to
hold a meeting with BJP
MPs and MLA in the after-
noon.

Referring to West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s recent
statement that she is ready
to give her blood but won’t
allow division of the state,
Sharma said there won’t
be any bloodshed as the
state will be divided demo-
cratically.

“I request honourable
Didi to save her blood for
patients who are in dire
need of it. But I can assure
her that there will be no
bloodshed as we will en-
sure division of Bengal
democratically,” he said.

Will bring up Bengal’s 
bifurcation demand: Sharma
 During lawmakers’

meet with Nadda 

Court issues 

summons to Sena

leader Sanjay Raut 
MMuummbbaaii:: A local court here on
Thursday issued process (sum-
mons) to Shiv Sena leader
Sanjay Raut on a defamation
complaint filed by BJP leader
Kirit Somaiya’s wife Medha
Somaiya. The Sewri metropoli-
tan magistrate’s court has
directed Raut to appear before it
on July 4. The issuance of a
process marks the beginning of
criminal proceedings before a
metropolitan or judicial magis-
trate based on a complaint
lodged by an individual. Once
the process is issued, the
accused person has to appear
before the court. Somaiya, in
her complaint, has claimed that
Raut had made baseless and
completely defamatory allega-
tions against her and her hus-
band, accusing them of being
involved in a scam worth Rs 100
crore over the construction and
maintenance of some public toi-
lets under the jurisdiction of the
Mira Bhayander Municipal
Corporation.

Bengaluru, Jun 09 (PTI): 

A day ahead of the
Rajya Sabha polls for four
seats from Karnataka,
JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy on
Thursday strongly urged
the Congress to support
his party candidate to
strengthen “secular
forces”.

In a series of tweets, the
former Chief Minister
said to defeat the BJP, the
Congress should support
JD(S), which has more
votes than it.

“JD(S) has fielded
Kupendra Reddy as its
first candidate in the
Rajya Sabha election. He
is an entrepreneur, social
worker and a progressive
thinker. He is an experi-
enced Rajya Sabha mem-
ber and all parties must
extend support to him
with open mind. To
strengthen the secular

forces Congress must fully
support Kupendra Reddy,”
Kumaraswamy said.

“To defeat the BJP,
Congress should support
JD(S) which has more
votes than it. There is no
doubt that history and peo-
ple will decide in future
based on the outcome of
this election result. I firm-
ly believe that honourable
Randeep Singh Surjewala
(AICC General Secretary
in-charge of Karnataka)
will understand this
point,” he added.

The talks between the
Congress and JD(S) to find
some kind of a partner-
ship aimed at defeating
the ruling BJP in the con-
test for the fourth seat to
Rajya Sabha polls from
Karnataka seems to have
reached a deadlock, with
both parties firmly stick-

ing to their stand.
Kumaraswamy had made
an offer to trade second
preference votes with the
Congress, but the main op-
position party on
Wednesday made it clear
to the JD(S) that it was
now time for it to return
the favour, pointing out
that former prime minis-
ter H D Deve Gowda got
elected to Rajya Sabha last
time with its support in
June 2020.

Six candidates are in the
fray in the Rajya Sabha
elections for four seats
from Karnataka, necessi-
tating a tight contest for
the fourth seat.

Despite not having the
adequate number of votes
to win the fourth seat from
the state Assembly, all the
three political parties in
the state — BJP, Congress
and JD(S) — have fielded
candidates for the seat,
forcing an election.

Kamaraswamy urges Cong to support JD(S) candidate 
 In RS polls

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0099  ((PPTTII))::

India should make a list of citi-
zens who “instigated” Islamic
nations against it and “charge
them with treason,”
Information Commissioner
Uday Mahurkar has said fol-
lowing outrage by Islamic
countries over the remarks
against Prophet Mohammad by
the BJP’s now-sacked func-
tionaries. Mahurkar’s com-
ments invited a strong
response from Supreme Court
lawyer Prashant Bhushan, who
charged that statutory and
constitutional bodies are being
systematically destroyed by
the government. Mahurkar, a
former journalist who was
appointed at the transparency
watchdog Central Information
Commission, said in a tweet,
“The Nation has taken meas-
ures on the Prophet controver-

sy. Now time for India to make
a list of Indian citizens who
instigated Islamic nations
against India & charge them
with treason.” “Their’s is anti-
national activity. Even their
property could be attached by
enacting a Law,” he tweeted.
In another tweet, he said,
“Pan-Islamists & Leftists have
questioned my tweet below.
Did they ever condemn hate-
preacher Zakir Naik & MF
Hussain for their unparalleled
blasphemy?” “Beware, days of
1-sided secularism & Hindu-
Muslim unity at Hindu cost are
now gone in this new age of
national reawakening,” he said.
Lashing out at the Information
Commissioner, Bhushan
said,”This gentleman calls him-
self a journalist who was para
dropped from nowhere into the
Central Information
Commission. 

Charge those who instigated
Islamic nations against India

with treason: Mahurkar NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0099  ((PPTTII))::  

Thrust on research, innova-
tion and entrepreneurship and
focus on inclusivity, multicultur-
alism and internationalisation as
envisioned in new National
Education Policy (NEP) will pave
the way for a place of pride for
more Indian universities in the
global rankings, Union
Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan said on Thursday.
Pradhan also congratulated 41
Indian universities which have
featured in the coveted QS
World University Rankings. In a
series of tweets, he said, “41
Indian universities have fea-
tured in the QS World University
Rankings 2023. My compliments
to all the universities.
Congratulate @iiscbangalore,
@iitbombay and @iitdelhi for
their academic excellence and
for consistently being among
the global league of top 200”.
“Thrust on research, innovation

and entrepreneurship, focus on
inclusivity, multiculturalism and
internationalisation as envi-
sioned in NEP 2020 will pave the
way for a place of pride for more
Indian universities in the global
rankings,” Pradhan added. A
total of 41 Indian universities
have featured in the ranking of
which 12 have improved, 12
remained stable, 10 declined
while seven universities are new
entries. The Indian Institute of
Science (IISc), Bengaluru, is the
fastest rising South Asian uni-
versity among the QS World
University Rankings top 200 var-
sities, having gained 31 places
while four IITs have also figured
in the category attaining a high-
er rank compared to the previ-
ous edition. Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS), London based
global higher education analyst,
on Thursday released the 19th
edition of the world’s most con-
sulted international university
ranking.

Focus on research, internationalisation
to pave way for more Indian 

varsities in global rankings:MoE
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GUARD OF HONOR

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, left, and Venezuelas President Nicolas

Maduro review the honor guard, in Ankara, Turkey..

BRIEF

Resignation
Warsaw: A govern-
ment minister in
Poland was forced to
resign after demand-
ing the dismissal of
local post office chief
whom he accused of
being aggressive when
she complained to him
about high prices.
Michal Cieslak, the
minister in charge of
developing local gov-
ernments, said on
Twitter late
Wednesday that he
was resigning in the
interest of Poland’s
right-wing governing
coalition. Hours earli-
er, the leader of the
country’s main ruling
party had said Cieslak
would be fired if he
did not resign.

Severe drought 
Lisbon: Almost the
whole of Portugal was
in severe drought at
the end of May, the
country’s weather
service said Thursday.
The month of May
was the hottest in the
southern European
country for the last 92
years, weather service
IPMA said in its
monthly climate re-
port. The average tem-
perature of just over
19 C (66 F) was more
than 3 degrees Celsius
(5.4 degrees
Fahrenheit) higher
than usual, it said. At
the same time, average
May rainfall of just
under 9 millimeters
(0.35 inches) was just
13% of what would
normally be expected.
That combination left
97% of the country in
severe drought one
classification lower
than the weather ser-
vice’s worst category
of extreme drought.
Climate scientists say
Portugal can expect
higher temperatures
and lower rainfall as a
consequence of global
warming.

Helicopter crashes
Hawaii: A helicopter
carrying six people
crashed Wednesday in
a lava field in Hawaii.
Cyrus Johnasen, a
public information of-
fice for Hawaii County,
said it was a tour heli-
copter with a pilot and
five passengers. The
initial report came in
about 5 pm and said
the aircraft had
crashed near the
southern most tip of
the Big Island,
Johnasen said. The
site was inaccessible
by vehicle so the
Hawaii Fire
Department sent two
helicopters to take vic-
tims to ambulances
waiting at nearby
roads. It’s a fluid situa-
tion, said Mayor Mitch
Roth. Johnasen said
the pilot, a man in his
50s, had been trapped
but was later extracted
and was in serious but
stable condition. An
18-year-old woman
was reported in seri-
ous and worsening
condition. Four people
were reported as am-
bulatory. All have been
safely evacuated from
the site.

Sri Lanka’s ex-finance minister Basil
Rajapaksa resigns from Parliament

Colombo, Jun 09: 

Basil Rajapaksa, the
youngest brother of Sri
Lanka’s president and for-
mer finance minister, re-
signed from his parlia-
mentary seat on Thursday,
the second such resigna-
tion from the cash-
strapped government in a
month from the powerful
Rajapaksa family amid
massive public protest
over the unprecedented
economic crisis in the
country. With the
Rajapaksas coming under
intense public pressure for
their mishandling of the
economic crisis, Mahinda
Rajapaksa, the prime min-
ister and elder brother of
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, had to resign
last month. Talking to re-
porters here, Basil said, “I
resigned my seat to allow
Sri Lanka Podujana

Peramuna (SLPP) to nomi-
nate someone suitable.
Asked if he had preempt-
ed resignation as he would
be disqualified to be in
Parliament through the
proposed 21st Amendment
(21A) to the Constitution
due to his holding of both
the US and Sri Lankan
dual citizenship, Basil, the
youngest of the Rajapaksa
brothers, said it wasn’t so.
Basil, however, said he is
opposed to the 21st
Amendment, the Daily

Mirror newspaper report-
ed. The 21A aims, among
other reforms, at barring
dual citizens from contest-
ing elections to hold public
office. The 21st
Amendment is also expect-
ed to annul the 20A to the
Constitution, which gives
unfettered powers to
President Gotabaya after
abolishing the 19th
Amendment that will
strengthen Parliament.

In a direct attack on
Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe, Basil
said he is against presi-
dential powers being
pruned to be vested with
a prime minister not
elected by the people.

His elder brother
Mahinda Rajapaksa had
to resign amidst public
anger against the govern-
ment’s inability to handle
the economic crisis.
Wickremesinghe last

week batted for the 21st
Amendment to the
Constitution, saying it
will curb the president’s
unlimited powers while
enhancing the role of
Parliament in governing
the debt-ridden country
which is also facing an
unprecedented political
turmoil.

Both Basil, 71, and
Mahinda, 76, fell victim to
public rage as demonstra-
tions became widespread
urging the resignation of
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, 72, over the
economic crisis. Widely
regarded as the intellec-
tual pillar of the
Rajapaksa family of polit-
ical brothers, Basil was
the finance minister of
Sri Lanka until April 4
when he was sacked by
President Gotabaya as the
country’s economic crisis
worsened.

Spain evacuates 2,000 people as
crews race to check wildfire

Madrid, Jun 09: 

Emergency agencies de-
ployed almost 1,000 fire-
fighters, military person-
nel and support crews on
Thursday to fight a wild-
fire in southern Spain that
has forced the evacuation
of some 2,000 people amid
fears that torrid weather
may feed the blaze.
Authorities raced against
the clock in the dry, hilly
area of Andalucia as
Spain’s AEMET weather
service said the country

could be on the verge of a
heatwave.

Temperatures were fore-
cast to reach well over 30
degrees Celsius and to in-
crease over the weekend.
Crews sought to take ad-
vantage of lower temper-
atures and more humid
conditions overnight that
saw the flames quiet
down, according to the
regional firefighting
service Infoca and the
Andalucia regional gov-
ernment. Seven water-
dropping helicopters and

a coordinating plane
were on standby. Spain’s
Emergency Military
Unit, which is assigned to
help civilian forces with
major incidents, sent 233
personnel and more than
80 vehicles to the area,
authorities said.

People were evacuated
as a precaution late on
Wednesday from five dif-
ferent locations across
the province of Malaga,
with most sheltering
with relatives or in local
hotels, officials said. The
blaze injured three fire-
fighters after it broke out
Wednesday amid gusting
winds; one suffered
burns on 25 per cent of
his body. Spain’s worst
wildfire last year ravaged
the same rugged area in-
land from the coastal re-
sort town of Marbella.

Nearly 10,000 hectares
(24,00 acres) burned be-
fore the fire was finally
put out after 46 days. One
firefighter died in the
blaze.

Firefigters walk in the area of a wildfire in Pujerra, Malaga,
on Thursday, June 9.

Tel Aviv, Jun 09:  

Israeli Prime
Minister Naftali
Bennett was on a sur-
prise visit to the United
Arab Emirates on
Thursday, a snap trip
that came as efforts to
salvage a deal over
Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme were stalled
amid a deepening stand-
off with Tehran. The
visit was Bennett’s sec-
ond public trip to Abu
Dhabi since Israel and
the UAE agreed to nor-
malize ties in 2020 after
years of quiet coopera-
tion, mainly over their
shared concerns over
Iran’s nuclear capabili-
ties. A statement from
Bennett’s office said the
Israeli leader will meet
Crown Prince
Mohamed bin Zayed
and that the two will dis-
cuss various regional is-
sues, with Iran likely to
top the agenda. In a

video statement record-
ed before departing,
Bennett commended
countries at an
International Atomic
Energy Agency meeting
in Vienna on
Wednesday who voted
to censure Iran over its
transparency about nu-
clear activities at three
undeclared sites in the
country. We see here a
firm stance by the coun-
tries of the world re-

garding the distinction
between good and evil,
as they clearly state that
Iran is concealing
things. We will not let
up on this issue, he said
before boarding a plane
to the UAE. The IAEA
said Thursday Iran
plans to ramp up its ura-
nium enrichment, with
the installation of ad-
vanced centrifuges.
Israel considers Iran to
be its greatest enemy
and it strongly opposed
the 2015 deal. It says it
wants an improved deal
that places tighter re-
strictions on Iran’s nu-
clear programme and
addresses Iran’s long-
range missile pro-
gramme and its support
for hostile proxies along
Israel’s borders. Israel
also says the negotia-
tions must be accompa-
nied by a credible mili-
tary threat to ensure
that Iran does not delay
indefinitely. Iran and

world powers agreed in
2015 to the nuclear deal,
which saw Tehran dras-
tically limit its enrich-
ment of uranium in ex-
change for the lifting of
economic sanctions. In
2018, then-President
Donald Trump unilater-
ally withdrew America
from the accord, raising
tensions across the
wider Middle East and
sparking a series of at-
tacks and incidents.
Talks in Vienna over
Iran’s tattered nuclear
deal have been stalled
since April. Since the
deal’s collapse, Iran has
been running advanced
centrifuges, and has a
rapidly growing stock-
pile of enriched urani-
um. Iran insists its pro-
gramme is for peaceful
purposes, though UN
experts and Western in-
telligence agencies say
Iran had an organised
military nuclear pro-
gramme through 2003.

Israeli PM Bennett in snap UAE
visit amid standoff with Iran

Beijing, Jun 09: China on
Thursday termed the criti-
cal remarks by a top US
General on its infrastruc-
ture build-up at the Sino-
India border as a “despica-
ble act” and criticised the at-
tempts of some American
officials to “add fuel to fire”,
emphasising that Beijing
and New Delhi have the
“will and capability” to
properly resolve their differ-
ences through talks.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian
made the remarks during a
media briefing here while

replying to a question on the
comments by US Army’s
Pacific Commanding
General Charles A Flynn,
who termed the situation in
eastern Ladakh as “alarm-
ing.” “This border issue is
between China and India
(and) the two sides have the
will and capability to prop-
erly resolve the issue
through talks,” Zhao said.

Zhao said “some US offi-
cials are trying to add fuel to
the fire and pointing fin-
gers. This is a despicable
act. We hope they will do
more to contribute to re-
gional peace and stability.”
He reiterated that the situa-

tion at eastern Ladakh
where the two sides had
over two year-long military
standoff is “stabilising”.

“Now the situation there
is stabilising on the whole
and the frontline forces
from both countries have re-
alised disengagement in
most areas along the west-
ern section,” Zhao said. Gen
Flynn, who is on a visit to
India, said on Wednesday
that some of the defence in-
frastructure that is being
created by China near its
border with India in Ladakh
is “alarming”, calling the
Chinese activity in that re-
gion as “eye-opening”.

China slams US General for 
criticising its military build-up Karachi, Jun 09: The idols of

deities at a Hindu temple in
this Pakistani city have been
destroyed, police have said, the
latest incident of vandalism
against the places of worship
of the minority community in
this country. The idols of

deities at Shri Mari Maata
Mandir in Karachi’s Korangi
area were attacked on
Wednesday. The temple is lo-
cated in “J” area within the
limits of Korangi police sta-
tion. After getting informa-
tion, the police reached the

area and inspected the temple
and inquired about the inci-
dent. The Express Tribune
newspaper reported that the
incident caused panic and fear

among the Hindu community
living in Karachi, particularly
in the Korangi area where po-
lice were deployed to avoid any
untoward incident.

Hindu temple vandalised in Pakistan’s Karachi city

W e use internet-con-
nected devices to ac-

cess our bank accounts, keep
our transport systems mov-
ing, communicate with our
colleagues, listen to music,
undertake commercially sen-
sitive tasks and order pizza.
Digital security is integral to
our lives, every day.

And as our IT systems be-
come more complex, the po-
tential for vulnerabilities in-
creases. More and more or-
ganisations are being
breached, leading to financial
loss, interrupted supply
chains and identity fraud.

The current best practice in
secure technology architec-
ture used by major businesses
and organisations is a zero
trust approach. In other
words, no person or system is
trusted and every interaction
is verified through a central
entity.

Unfortunately, absolute
trust is then placed in the ver-
ification system being used.
So breaching this system
gives an attacker the keys to
the kingdom. To address this
issue, decentralisation is a
new paradigm that removes
any single point of vulnera-

bility.
Our work investigates and

develops the algorithms re-
quired to set up an effective
decentralised verification
system. We hope our efforts
will help safeguard digital
identities, and bolster the se-
curity of the verification
processes so many of us rely
on.

Never trust, always verify
A zero trust system imple-

ments verification at every
possible step. Every user is
verified, and every action
they take is verified, too, be-
fore implementation. Moving
towards this approach is con-
sidered so important that US
President Joe Biden made an
executive order last year re-
quiring all US federal govern-
ment organisations to adopt a
zero trust architecture.

Many commercial organi-
sations are following suit.
However, in a zero trust envi-
ronment absolute faith is
(counter intuitively) placed in
the validation and verifica-
tion system, which in most
cases is an Identity and
Access Management (IAM)
system.

This creates a single trusted
entity which, if breached,
gives unencumbered access to
the entire organisations sys-
tems. An attacker can use one
user's stolen credentials (such
as a username and password)
to impersonate that user and
do anything they're autho-
rised to do whether it's open-
ing doors, authorising certain
payments, or copying sensi-
tive data.

However, if an attacker
gains access to the entire

IAM system, they can do any-
thing the system is capable of.
For instance, they may grant
themselves authority over
the entire payroll.

In January, identity man-
agement company Okta was
hacked. Okta is a single-sign-
on service that allows a com-
pany's employees to have one
password for all the compa-
ny's systems (as large compa-
nies often use multiple sys-
tems, with each requiring dif-
ferent login credentials).

Following Okta's hack, the
large companies using its
services had their accounts
compromised giving hackers
control over their systems. So
long as IAM systems are a
central point of authority
over organisations, they will
continue to be an attractive
target for attackers.

Decentralising trust
In our latest work, we re-

fined and validated algo-
rithms that can be used to
create a decentralised verifi-
cation system, which would
make hacking a lot more diffi-
cult. Our industry collabora-
tor, TIDE, has developed a
prototype system using the
validated algorithms.

Currently, when a user sets
up an account on an IAM sys-
tem, they choose a password
which the system should en-
crypt and store for later use.
But even in an encrypted
form, stored passwords are at-
tractive targets. And al-
though multi-factor authenti-
cation is useful for confirm-
ing a user's identity, it can be
circumvented.

If passwords could be veri-
fied without having to be

stored like this, attackers
would no longer have a clear
target. This is where decen-
tralisation comes in. Instead
of placing trust in a single
central entity, decentralisa-
tion places trust in the net-
work as a whole, and this net-
work can exist outside of the
IAM system using it.

The mathematical struc-
ture of the algorithms under-
pinning the decentralised au-
thority ensure that no single
node that can act alone.
Moreover, each node on the
network can be operated by
an independently operating
organisation, such as a bank,
telecommunication company
or government departments.

So stealing a single secret
would require hacking sever-
al independent nodes. Even
in the event of an IAM sys-
tem breach, the attacker
would only gain access to
some user data not the entire
system. And to award them-
selves authority over the en-
tire organisation, they would
need to breach a combination
of 14 independently operat-
ing nodes.

This isn't impossible, but
it's a lot harder. But beautiful
mathematics and verified al-
gorithms still aren't enough
to make a usable system.
There's more work to be done
before we can take decen-
tralised authority from a con-
cept, to a functioning network
that will keep our accounts
safe.

Senior Lecturer in
Mathematics and

Cybersecurity, RMIT
University
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Mithali Dorai Raj
End of an aura of world’s

woman Tendulkar, Mithali Dorai
Raj! The most capped player and
highest run scorer in the history
of women’s cricket, at the age of
39 announce her decision, saying
that “I feel now is the perfect
time to call curtains on my play-
ing career.” By this saying Raj
concluded her 23-year long, sto-
ried international journey that
had started in 1999 with a centu-
ry while she set the record for the
youngest women’s ODI centuri-
on, aged 16 years and 205 days, a
record which stands till date. In
her 23 years long cricket career,
Mithali was a trailblazer of
women’s cricket, as a world-con-
quering batter and as a World
Cup captain. She represented
India in 12 Tests, 232 ODIs and 89
T20Is amassing a tally of 10,868
runs making her the leading run-
scorer in women’s international
cricket; with 7805 runs in ODIs,
she’s the highest run-getter in
women’s ODIs. She notched up a
record 64 ODI half-centuries, plus
21 fifties in the other two formats
to go with 7 ODI hundreds and
one three-figure score in Tests –
214 against England in 2002. Not
only as an international repute
batter Mithali was ascended to
the captaincy post. She not only
led India to the final of the 2005
World Cup, but also 12 years
later, she once again led India to
the World Cup final in 2017, in
England, becoming the first, and
only, male or female, Indian to
captain the team to two ODI
World Cup finals. Though, India
lost both of those finals. A career
almost as long as that of Sachin
Tendulkar, whose real worth can’t
be measured. Both played for
more than two decades, both
racked up records that will take
gifted players to break. The GOAT
(Greatest Of All Time) Mithali
from Rajasthan has received sev-
eral civilian awards including the
Arjuna award, the Padma Shri
and the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna
award in 2021. Raj, you have been
an inspiration to millions all over
the cricket world. A big thanks to
you for your contribution towards
the growth of women's cricket in
India.Wish you best for your sec-
ond innings!

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Mithali: An inspiration
to millions

Mithali Raj was not only a
great batter, but a personality of
impeccable self-respect as well.
Once when an interviewer asked
her "Who is your favourite male
cricketer?", Mithali quipped as if
dismissing the questioner for a
sixer ---  "Do you ask Virat Kohli
which woman cricketer is his
favourite!" Despite the over-
whelming majority of limelight
glamour wealth publicity hype
imparted upon male cricketers,
Mithali stood her ground without
accepting the status of female
cricketers in lesser footing. To
her, much neglected margin-
alised eve's cricket is not a bit
less important than that of the
guys. This gentle cricketer of
spine and fighting spirit should
be the true role model  of the
country even after her departure
from the playing arena.

KKaajjaall  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  KKoollkkaattaa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

NNiittiinn  GGaaddkkaarrii
@@nniittiinn__ggaaddkkaarrii

Proud Moment For The Entire
Nation! Feel very happy to con-
gratulate our exceptional
Team @ NHAI_ Official,
Consultants &  Concessionaire,
Rajpath Infracon Pvt Ltd &
Jagdish Kadam, on achieving
the Guinness World Record
(@GWR) of laying 75 Km
continuous Bituminous

Concrete Road.

JJaaggaatt  PPrraakkaasshh  NNaaddddaa@@JJPPNNaaddddaa

It was great to be in the historic
land of Andhra Pradesh on a two
day tour and to experience the
love of all its people. This state
and @BJP4India  have a long his-
tory, and I hope this history will
lead to a new dawn of success for
our party and the state itself.

PPrreessss  TTrruusstt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@PPTTII__NNeewwss

Aam Aadmi Party claims ruling
Congress in Rajasthan wants to
send BJP-backed Independent
candidate Subhash Chandra to
Rajya Sabha, terms shifting of
party MLAs to Udaipur resort
"eyewash"

TThhee  WWaallll  SSttrreeeett
JJoouurrnnaall@@WWSSJJ

The Japanese central
bank’s governor apolo-
gized Wednesday for a
comment suggesting he
liked the way consumers
were going along with
higher prices, highlighting
the political sensitivities
of the yen’s fall to a 20-

year low

PPrreessiiddeenntt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@rraasshhttrraappaattiibbhhvvnn
The books compile speeches delivered by President Kovind in his 4th year in office. The books  were
released by Education Minister, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan along with I&B Minister, Shri Anurag Thakur,
MoS Dr L. Murugan and MoS Education, Dr Subhas Sarkar earlier today.

UUnniitteedd  NNaattiioonnss  iinn  IInnddiiaa@@UUNNiinnIInnddiiaa

Residents of Mumbai are stepping up to
#SaveOurOcean. They joined
@AfrozShah1@UNEP Champion of the
Earth and @ShombiSharp #UNRC????
to clean up Versova beach.  The collec-
tive actions of these #ProPlanetPeople
resonate with the Govt of India's recent-
ly launched #LiFE campaign.

T wists in Bihar politics has now become perceivable with re-
emergence of caste based clamoring among leaders of both

national and regional political parties. The complexities and contrasts
in the three decades of politics, beginning around 1889 with the well
known Mandal vs Kamandal issue, now seems set to undergo a new
churning.  The Janata Dal (U) leader Nitish Kumar has already batting
for caste-census in the state to the discomfiture of the party’s al-
liance partner BJP that has been dominating the national politics on
Hindu consolidation of votes across caste lines. The BJP is obviously
under the grip of a fear that dominance of communal politics that had
reversed the emergence of caste politics in the 1990s may be upset
by re-emergence of caste based politics which may be the beginning
of fall of BJP in Bihar and resurgence of regional parties like Nitish
Kumar’s JD(U) of Lalu Yadav’s RJD.  This political twist in Bihar politics
has triggered due to several factors, including the recent Vidhan
Sabha election in Uttar Pradesh which showed re-emergence of
Akhilesh Yadav’s Samajwadi Party. Even other states of the country
are not immune to re-emergence of caste politics. Many politicians
believe that consolidation of Hindu votes can be broken only through
alienation of several castes from the communal fold of the BJP.  BJP is
also aware of the moves of regional political parties on caste lines. It
is perhaps due to this reason the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
been trying to play a major role in the OBC politics by bringing not
only more OBC leaders in his cabinet but also some policies relating
to reservations. BJP leadership is therefore trying their best to make
their Hindu vote bank intact by preventing any split of votes on caste
lines that may benefit the regional parties.  Stronger BJP in Bihar
means undoing of Nitish Kumar and his politics and he is conscious of
this possibility. He has therefore been not comfortable with the BJP
which has been manifested recently in denying RCP Singh a Rajya
Sabha Ticket who is now a minister in the Narendra Modi cabinet. It
means there will be no minister from JD(U) in the Union Government
led by the BJP.  Chief Minister Nitish Kumar is clearly upset by the BJP
politics in his state.  Denying ticket to RCP Singh for the third time is
not a simple incident, since he was once number two in JD(U), but his
proximity with BJP and his talking for the BJP has enraged Nitish
Kumar. Mr Singh had differed with the party line on conducting a
caste-based census in the state, and supported the BJP which does
not support any caste-based census. Going one step ahead, Nitish
Kumar has set up an all-party meet as a first step towards holding
caste census in Bihar. Nitish Kumar gave Rajya Sabha ticket to Khiru
Mahto, the Jharkhand JD(U) chief, which is indicative of the wish of
the JD(U) leader to extend his brand of politics even in Jharkhand, a
state where the BJP went out of power after being defeated by oppo-
sition alliance led by JMM’s Hemant Soren in the last Vidhan Sabha
election.   Former CM of Bihar, Lalu Prasad Yadav and his party RJD
led by his son Tejasvi Yadav, the leader of opposition in Bihar are also
batting for caste-census, obviously for the same reason. They also
believe that Hindu consolidation of votes in favour of the BJP can be
broken only if their unity on communal line can be weakened through
widening caste differences and caste based politics.  It should be
noted that Nitish Kumar have largest support base among Kurmis in
Bihar, while Lalu Yadav has among the Yadavas. Both have been try-
ing to widen their support base by winning other castes too, especial-
ly other backward castes. The BJP has also been tying the same so
that it can not only keep its support base intact but also attracting the
voters of other castes by incorporating their leaders in the party or
government structure.  There are also reports that Nitish Kumar is
trying to become a joint opposition face in the national politics, per-
haps in the hopes of becoming the PM face in the Lok Sabha election
of 2014 against the BJP. For this, it is said in the political circle,  he can
even realign with the RJD in the state by deserting the BJP, for a
greater role in national politics.  RCP Singh’s recent statements after
being denied a Rajya Sabha ticket also suggest the growing rift be-
tween the BJP and JD(U).  This rift is all set to escalate and become a
political contest between Hindutva communal forces led by BJP and
aspirational caste politics in the state led by the JD(U) and RJD. Re-
emergence of caste (Mandal) politics may dent into the Hindu com-
munal support base of the BJP, but only time will tell how much. 

Twists in Bihar politics 
signals new churnings

T here is strong potential for India to emerge as a refinery and
petrochemical hub for Europe as they look for an alternative

to China. India has an advantage in terms of scale, location, skill sets
and technology to play the part that China had played for Europe in
the past. In fact, India’s petroleum products exports, which surged
161% in FY22 to $67.5 billion, partly driven by a rise in prices, will get
a further fillip in the current year with several European countries re-
sorting to India to source refined products from Russia’s Urals crude,
which is out of bounds for them. Currently, discounted Russian crude
allows private Indian refiners Reliance and Nayara to realise over
$15-$18 per barrel from the export of refined products to Europe and
the US. This compares with $7-$9 per barrel in March-April when the
majority of discounts were taken by traders. Given the possibility of a
prolonged stand-off between Moscow and the West and the chances
of a steady supply of Russian crude to India at relatively lower rates,
India’s private oil refiners may go for capacity expansion in the short
term to raise supplies to Europe. Eventually, the changed structure
of crude sourcing could even let India realise its goal of becoming a
refinery hub. The Russia-Ukraine war and the stringent sanctions on
Russia by the West have thrown up more opportunities for India’s
businesses than earlier anticipated. Defence production and mainte-
nance, shipbuilding and oil refining are three areas where Indian
firms are already beneficiaries or have at least received enquiries
from potential importers. According to sources, hit by supply disrup-
tions, Russia’s defence companies have approached Indian firms
seeking to buy various components for naval shipbuilding and de-
fence equipment. These firms are also looking to recruit Indians as
the exit of skilled shipbuilding professionals, post the breakout of
war, has created a manpower shortage. Some European companies,
which purchased defence and shipbuilding articles from Russia, now
want India to assemble these products and supply them. Besides,
firms from Africa and South East Asia, which have conventionally
been reliant on Russian defence platforms, now want India to pro-
vide the maintenance repair and operations (MRO) services for such
equipment. The firms have agreed to give the technology support
needed for creating manufacturing and assembling facilities in India.
Russia-made naval ships may be repaired in India, with that coun-
try’s consent to share technology. In the 2011-21 decade, India im-
ported $22.8 billion worth of arms from Russia, its largest supplier.
The purchases during the period were up 42.5% over the previous
decade. The ramification and lessons to be learnt from the Russia-
Ukraine war are manifold for the Indian military, not only limited to
tactical or strategical level. Being self-reliant in defence is essential
to tackle the challenges in uncertain geopolitical times.

Ukraine war throws up more
opportunities for India
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Commuters look for other modes of conveyance after delay in metro services, outside Akshardham metro station, in
New Delhi, Thursday.

There are systems guarding’ your data in 
cyberspace but who is guarding the guards?

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

Modi Govt cannot stand up to the
Arabs. Indian Govt has voted against
Israel and in favour terrorist Hamas.
Indian Govt during Afghan crisis hung
around Qatar to pleading to make
India party with Taliban. Dubai is
recognised as a money launderer and
controls BCCI. Want more?

DELAY IN METRO SERVICES

JOANNE HALL
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BRIEF

Appointment

Washington: Indian
economist Krishna
Srinivasan has been
appointed as the
Director of the Asia
and Pacific
Department (APD) by
International
Monetary Fund
Managing Director
Kristalina Georgieva.
According to an IMF
announcement,
Srinivasan will suc-
ceed Changyong Rhee
whose retirement
from the organisation
was announced on
March 23. “Krishna is
a highly regarded
member of our Fund
family and has made
many important and
innovative contribu-
tions to our mission
throughout his career
at the Fund,”
Georgieva said on
Wednesday.

EV charging
New Delhi: Jio-bp -
the fuel retailing joint
venture between
Reliance Industries
and supermajor bp -
will set up EV charg-
ing and battery swap-
ping stations at prop-
erties of real estate de-
veloper Omaxe in 12
cities as it looks to
take mobility solu-
tions to doorstep of
users. In a statement
to media, the firms
said Omaxe will be a
partner in establish-
ing a battery charging
ecosystem for electri-
cal vehicles.

Tax terror

New Delhi: Union
Minister Jitendra
Singh on Wednesday
said the number of
tax payers in the coun-
try has substantially
increased in the last
eight years and that
the earlier atmos-
phere of “tax terror”
gradually waned after
Narendra Modi be-
came the prime minis-
ter. Speaking after re-
leasing ‘Aarohan’, a
coffee table book and
e-book on the progres-
sive contribution of
the Income Tax de-
partment over the
decades, here, he said
that under the leader-
ship of Prime
Minister Modi, eco-
nomic behaviour of
the people of the coun-
try has changed.

Liquor prices 
Chandigarh: Prices
of liquor in Punjab
are expected to drop
by at least 30 to 40 per
cent to be on par with
the rates in Union
Territory Chandigarh
and Haryana, with the
state Cabinet of the
AAP-led government
approving its first ex-
cise policy on
Wednesday. Chief
minister Bhagwant
Mann-led government
set a target of collect-
ing Rs 9,647.85 crore,
40 per cent up from
the revenue mobilised
from the liquor busi-
ness last year.

BIOTECH START-UP EXPO

Visitors during Biotech Start-up Expo 2022, at Pragati Maidan, in New Delhi, Thursday, June 09. 

United Nations, Jun 09: 

Foreign Direct
Investment inflows to
India declined USD 19
billion to USD 45 billion
in 2021 but the country
still remained among
the top 10 global
economies for FDI last
year, the United Nations
said on Thursday.
According to the United
Nations Conference on
Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) World
Investment Report,
flows of foreign direct
investment recovered to
pre-pandemic levels last
year, hitting nearly USD
1.6 trillion. However,
the prospects for this
year are grimmer as
global FDI in 2022 and
beyond will be affected

by the security and hu-
manitarian crises
caused by the Ukraine
war, by macroeconomic
shocks set off by the
conflict, by energy and
food price hikes, and by
increased investor un-
certainty. India, which
had received USD 64 bil-
lion in FDI in 2020,
recorded a decline in
FDI inflows in 2021 at
USD 45 billion. But
India was still among
the top 10 economies for
FDI inflows in 2021,
ranking 7th after the
US, China, Hong Kong,
Singapore, Canada and
Brazil. South Africa,
Russia and Mexico
rounded up the top 10
economies for FDI in-
flows in 2021.

Flows to India de-
clined to USD 45 billion.
However, a flurry of
new international proj-
ect finance deals were

announced in the coun-
try: 108 projects, com-
pared with 20 projects
on average for the last 10
years, the report said,
adding that the largest
number of 23 projects
was in renewables.
Large projects include
the construction of a
steel and cement plant
in India for USD 13.5 bil-
lion by Arcelormittal
Nippon Steel (Japan)
and the construction of
a new car manufactur-
ing facility by Suzuki
Motor (Japan) for USD
2.4 billion. Outward FDI
from South Asia, mainly
from India, rose by 43
per cent to USD 16 bil-
lion. The report noted
that the war in Ukraine
will have far-reaching
consequences for inter-
national investment in
economic development
and the Sustainable
Development Goals

(SDGs) in all countries.
It comes as a fragile
world economy was just
beginning an uneven re-
covery from the effects
of the pandemic. The re-
port said the direct ef-
fects of the war on in-
vestment flows to and
from Russia and
Ukraine include the
halting of existing in-
vestment projects and
the cancellation of an-
nounced projects, an ex-
odus of multinational
enterprises (MNEs)
from Russia, wide-
spread loss of asset val-
ues and sanctions virtu-
ally precluding out-
flows. It added that to
date, MNEs from China
and India account for a
negligible share of FDI
stock in Russia (less
than 1 per cent), al-
though their share in
ongoing projects is larg-
er.

India among top 10 global
economies for FDI in 2021: UN
 Despite decline in

investment to $45 bn

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  JJuunn  0099::  The largest
iron ore producer of India,
NMDC is participating in the
Department of Public
Enterprises (DPE) Exhibition to
celebrate the ongoing
AzadiKaAmritMahotsav (AKAM)
at Mahatma Mandir Convention
and Exhibition Center,
Gandhinagar, Gujarat from 9th
to 12th June, 2022. Nirmala
Sitharaman, Honourable Union
Minister of Finance & Corporate
Affairs and  Bhupendrabhai
Patel, Chief Minister of Gujarat
inaugurated the exhibition on
‘Nation Building and CPSEs’
where 75 CPSEs including
NMDC showcased their achieve-
ments towards nation building.
The NMDC pavilion was inaugu-
rated by the company’s Director
(Finance) Amitava Mukherjee.
The stall was a display of
NMDC’s major achievements of
42 million tonnes iron ore pro-
duction, the company’s trans-
formational digital journey, and
investment in building the social
capital of its host communities.
In the honour of 75 years of
independence, NMDC is organ-

izing activities and campaigns
to engage people in celebrating
AzadikaAmritMahotsavas a Jan-
Utsav in the spirit of Jan-
Bhagidari.  In the backdrop of
the Smart Cities Mission of
India@75, NMDC also commis-
sioned a Solid and Liquid
Resource Management (SLRM)
Center at its BIOM Bacheli
Complex today. This initiative to
reuse and recycle waste aims to
make Bacheli a garbage-free
town and harness technology
for smart outcomes.
Congratulating team NMDC for
its excellent display at the exhi-
bition, Amitava Mukherjee said,

“NMDC’s endeavor to build a
robust digital infrastructure is in
line with the motive of the
Finance Ministry’s Iconic Week.
Our lighthouse digital initiative
will boost production, ensure
mineral security, and is a tribute
to India@75.” Speaking on the
occasion, Sumit Deb, CMD,
NMDC said “CPSEs have played
a pivotal role in the growth story
of our nation and this iconic
AzadikaAmritMahotsav celebra-
tion is befitting. NMDC is devot-
ed to building a self-reliant and
steel solid future for India. It is a
moment of pride for us to be a
part of this mega show.”

Spectacular NMDC exhibition at DPE’s
Azadi-Ka-Amrit-Mahotsav mega show

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0099:: German auto
major Volkswagen on Thursday
launched its mid-sized sedan
‘Virtus’ in India with prices
starting at Rs 11.21 lakh (ex-
showroom). The company’s
new offering would compete
with the likes of Honda City,

Maruti Ciaz, Hyundai Verna and
the recently-launched Skoda
Slavia in the mid-sized sedan
segment. Developed on the
company’s MQB A0 IN plat-
form, Virtus is manufactured at
the Chakan plant in Pune and
comes with up to 95 per cent

localisation levels. Virtus is the
second product under the
group’s India 2.0 project and
comes with 1 litre and 1.5 litre
TSI petrol powertrains, mated
with both manual and automat-
ic transmissions. The 1-litre
trims are tagged between Rs
11.21 lakh and Rs 15.71 lakh,
while the single 1.5-litre variant
is priced at Rs 17.91 lakh. The
one-litre petrol trims deliver
115 PS of power while the 1.5-
litre variants generate 150 PS
of power. 

The 1-litre trim with six
speed manual transmission
delivers a fuel efficiency of 19.4
km per litre while the six-speed
automatic version comes with a
18.12-km-per-litre fuel efficien-
cy, the company said. The 1.5-
litre variant with seven-speed
DSG transmission delivers a
fuel efficiency of 18.67 km per
litre, it added. 

Volkswagen drives in mid-sized
sedan ‘Virtus’ tagged at Rs 11.21 lakh

Kolkata, Jun 09: 

Export of tea during the
last fiscal FY22 declined
marginally to 200.79 mil-
lion kilograms as com-
pared to 203.79 million kilo-
grams in the previous fi-
nancial year, according to
Tea Board data. Offtake by
the CIS countries, the
largest importer of Indian
tea, fell to 42.48 million
kilograms in the last fiscal,
as against 49.08 million
kilograms during 2020-21.
The export to Iran, the sec-
ond-largest importer after
CIS, however, rose slightly
to 29.28 million kilograms
from 28.35 million kilo-
grams in the similar previ-
ous period. The United
Arab Emirates (UAE) lift-
ed a much higher offtake
during the last fiscal at

23.20 million kilograms as
against 13.60 million kilo-
grams in the correspon-
ding previous financial
year, Tea Board said. The
USA lifted a slightly high-
er amount from India at
13.46 million kilograms
from 12.06 million kilo-
grams while imports by
the UK were lower at 10.15
million kilograms during
the last fiscal. The value of
exports during the last fis-
cal was Rs 5,415.78 crore,
higher than Rs 5,311.53
crore in the same period
previous fiscal. Sources in
the tea industry said the
marginal fall in exports
was due to a shortage of
shipping containers and
high ocean freight. Tea
Board has set up an ag-
gressive target of 300 mil-
lion kilograms by 2025.

Tea exports fall marginally
in FY22: Tea Board data

Mumbai, Jun 09:

The country’s current
account deficit is likely to
hit a three-year high of 1.8
per cent or USD 43.81 bil-
lion in FY22, as against a
surplus of 0.9 per cent or
USD 23.91 billion in FY21,
a report said on Thursday.
According to an assess-
ment by India Ratings, the
Current Account Deficit
(CAD) has moderated to
USD 17.3 billion or 1.96
per cent of GDP in the
fourth quarter of FY22 as
against USD 8.2 billion or
1.03 per cent in the year-
ago period, and massively
down from USD 23.02 bil-
lion or 2.74 per cent in Q3,
which was a 13-quarter
high. The improvement in
the key numbers are due

to the remarkable im-
provement in merchan-
dise exports in FY22,
when it grew 42.4 per cent
as against a negative 7.5
per cent in the pandemic-
hit FY121.

But exports could face
significant headwinds
from rising uncertainty
and volatility in the global
economy primarily be-
cause of the spike in com-
modity prices, especially
crude oil after Russia in-
vaded Ukraine, the report
warned, and pointed to
the lower forecast of glob-
al growth by the World
Trade Organisation
(WTO) which sees the
global economy clipping
at just about 3 per cent in
2022, down from 4.7 per
cent forecast earlier.

Currency account deficit
likely to hit three-year high
at USD 43.8 billion in FY22

Mumbai, Jun 06: 

Samsung, India’s most
admired brand,today-
launched the inaugural
edition of Solve for
Tomorrow, a new youth-
centricnational education
and innovation competi-
tion,invitingIndia’sbrighte
st young minds to come up
with innovative ideas that
can transform the lives of
people and communities
around them. With Solve
for Tomorrow, a citizen-
ship initiative that engages
Gen Z around the world,
Samsung aims to provide
support to youth in India
aged 16-22 years from
across cities, towns and
villagesto turn their ideas
to solve real-world issues
into action. In the first
year, Solve for Tomorrow
is inviting ideas in the
areas of Education,
Environment, Healthcare
and Agriculture, the prior-
ity UN Sustainable
Development Goals for

India. Support will include
mentoring of the top 50
teams (individuals or
teams of up to 3 members)
by industry experts
andFoundation for
Innovation and
Technology Transfer
(FITT) atIndian Institute of
Technology, Delhi (IIT
Delhi) to help enhance
their ideas, along with a
boot-camp at IIT Delhi,a
certificate of participa-
tion, and vouchers worth
INR 100,000 for online
courses in design thinking,
STEM, innovation,leader-
ship, among others. The
top 10 teams will get the op-
portunity to visit Samsung
India offices, its R&D cen-
tres andSamsung Opera
House inBengaluru where
they will interact with
young Samsung employees
and researchers.

The annual programwill
end with the grand an-
nouncement ofthree na-
tional winners, who stand
a chance to get mega sup-

port of up toINR 1 crore-
and mentoring support for
six months to take their
ideas to the next level
under the expert guidance
of IIT Delhi. Participants
can apply for Solve for
Tomorrow, get detailed in-
formation on the program
and terms and conditions
at www.samsung.
com/in/solve fo rtomor-
row, starting June 09, 2022
till 5 pm, July 31, 2022. Mr.
Ken Kang, President and
CEO, Samsung Southwest
Asia, said, “At Samsung,
harnessing the power of
youth is priority. This is
what drives us and our
global CSR vision of
‘Together for Tomorrow!
Enabling People,’ which
seeks to empower the next
generation to achieve their
full potential and pioneer
positive social changes.
Solve for Tomorrow also
takes us a step ahead in
our vision of ‘Powering
Digital India’ as the coun-
try’s strongest partner.”

Samsung launches ‘Solve for Tomorrow’

Gandhinagar, Jun 09:

Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday asked public sec-
tor enterprises to improve
on professionalism, reduce
expenditure and consider
working with private sector
entities. She was address-
ing the heads of various
central public sector enter-
prises (CPSEs) at Mahatma
Mandir in Gandhinagar
after inaugurating a mega
exhibition on the contribu-
tion of these government-
owned companies to na-
tion-building as part of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
celebrations. “It is now
time for PSEs to show that
you are very keen to im-
prove on your professional-
ism as much as you have
done between 1991 and now.

And where possible, in
order to bring down the
overheads, it might be
worth looking at private
participation together with
what you are doing...you
can benefit from the effi-
ciency of the private sec-
tor,” Sitharaman said.
Referring to the new PSE
policy announced in 2021,
the Finance Minister said
PSEs need to be aware of
the competition they will

face from the private sector
for whom the government
has opened the strategic
sectors. “The policy has
opened up for the private
sector to operate, and there-
fore, I would raise a flag
here to all the PSEs. The
moment you are opening
up for the private sector to
come into an area, we in the
public sector will have to be
conscious of the level of
competition which is going

to be before us. “And if we
are conscious of the level of
competition, I am sure, just
like you have done in the
past for several decades,
you will face the challenge,
and also be able to stand up
and through better efficien-
cies be on the top rather
than leave the space,”
Sitharaman said. She
termed the economic re-
forms, which were intro-
duced in the country in
1991, a “game-changer”.
“With India opening up
after 1991, PSEs started
competing with the private
sector entities. You found
that to be a game-changer
as the PSEs realised that
now they have to improve
on their efficiencies, also
scale up and reduce the
overheads,” the minister
said.

Improve on professionalism, 
reduce expenditure: Sitharaman to PSEs

New Delhi, Jun 09:  

Vedanta Aluminium,
India’s largest producer of
aluminium,is proud to de-
clare that its largest alu-
minium smelter has sub-
stantially reduced its GHG
or greenhouse gas emis-
sions intensity (carbon
footprint) by around 12%
in FY22 over the previous
fiscal, while increasing
production volume by
20%. On World
Environment Day, Vedanta
Aluminium commits to re-
duce GHG emissions in-
tensity by 25% by 2030,
over FY21 baseline, as part
of its climate action en-
deavours.

Historically, Vedanta
Aluminium has reduced
its GHG emissions intensi-
ty by 21% in the 2012-21 pe-

riod, while almost tripling
its production in the same
period.

Vedanta Aluminium
has deployed a multi-
pronged approach for com-
bating climate change.
This includes operating
plants at high levels of op-
erational efficiencies, in-
creasing quantum of re-
newables in energy mix,
and transitioning to clean-

er fuels from fossil fuels.
Speaking about Vedanta
Aluminium’s approach to
sustainable development,
Mr Rahul Sharma, CEO –
Aluminium Business,
Vedanta Limited, said,
“Being India’s largest pro-
ducers of aluminium, we
firmly believe in our role
as climate action stewards
while being industry lead-
ers.

We have set ambitious
targets for ourselves on
our road to Net Zero
Carbon by 2050, with the
first milestone being 25%
reduction in GHG emis-
sions intensity by 2030. We
have adopted a 360-degree
approach to sustainable
development, which in-
cludes products, process-
es, technology, policy and
partnerships.

Vedanta Aluminium’s largest smelter
reduces GHG emissions intensity by 12% 

P
raises contin-
ue to be
showered on

director Lokesh
Kanakaraj's ac-
tion entertainer
'Vikram', with
a c t r e s s e s
K e e r t h y
Suresh and
N i v e t h a
Thomas being
the latest
celebs to appreciate
the cast and crew.

Keerthy Suresh too
took to Twitter to
heap praises on the
film that is raking in
the moolah at the box
office.

She said, "'VIKRAM!'
Take a bow director
Lokesh sir for creating
your own universe! Hats
off to Ulaganayagan
Kamal Haasan sir for
making this an Ulaga
(world) level experience.
The backbone of the
film Anirudh, you were
just terrific! BGMs lam
theri!

" G i r i s h
Gangadharan's cine-
matography was just
stunning! Fahadh
Faasil and Vijay
Sethupathi sir, you
both rocked the show.
And Suriya sir AKA
'Rolex' your cameo gave lit-
eral goosebumps, it was a
vera level experience to
watch!!

ACROSS

1. Hurl

5. Ancient object

10. Above

14. Choir voice

15. Coliseum

16. Tender

17. Close tightly

18. Principal

20. Seoul's country

22. Most destitute

23. Not spicy

26. Indicates assent

27. Temporary

31. Hurricane

35. Pirate's liquor

36. Letterman's rival

37. Oxford, e.g.

38. Boxing great

39. Beseech

43. Med. group

44. Copper coin

46. Identical

47. Jogged

48. Scout unit

50. Not temporary

52. Actress ____ Hayworth

54. Forfeit

55. Certain connectors

59. Occurrence

63. Plant eater

66. Precinct

67. Chilled

68. Slogan

69. Radio tuner

70. Extinct creature

71. Ranch animal

72. 43,560 square feet

DOWN

1. Chore

2. Butter's rival

3. "A ____ Is Born"

4. Serious

5. Football cheer

6. Before, to Keats

7. Slim

8. Set in from the margin

9. Engraved gem

10. Helps

11. Handbag

12. Crude metals

13. Jaunty

19. Tacks on

21. Theater walkway

24. Property right

25. Fender dimple

27. Digestive ____

28. King, e.g.

29. ____ acid (protein component)

30. From Oslo

32. Midwest airport

33. Nero, e.g.

34. Signified

40. British nobleman

41. Munitions, for short

42. Poke fun at

45. Underwater weapon

49. Actor Brad ____

50. Talking bird

51. Las Vegas's state

53. Athletic groups

55. Keen

56. Art ____ ('20s movement)

57. Mellowed

58. Location

60. Clapton or Idle

61. Adjacent

62. Story

64. Consumed

65. And not
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You often need to thrive on personal
emotions. Today will be no exception to
the rule. For instance, you could try to
captivate the attention of people you
admire. The only problem is that they
might not be receptive at first. Try to
take your time. You will have other
opportunities in the near future.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You shouldn't try to fight the feelings that
run through you today. Don't even try to
rationalize them. These feelings are prob-
ably related to emotions dating back to
your childhood. You shouldn't avoid or
analyze them. There will be a lot of tur-
moil welling up inside you, Pisces. You
should try to find some peace and quiet
with special someone.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You'll be lost in your thoughts today, ana-
lyzing your life and relationships. You'll be
asking yourself if your existence is meet-
ing your standards. You will ponder what
to expect from the future and from the
people around you. You're in the right
frame of mind to make a few life-changing
decisions.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you will have all the energy you
need to deal with long-term family prob-
lems. Indeed, you'll probably clash with
some of your relatives. But this situation
won't cause any serious issues, and you'll
deal with these circumstances like a pro.
You have the ability to get out of any deli-
cate situation you find yourself in today.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You enjoy caring for others and you
intervene regularly in their lives to guide
them. Ironically, today you're the one
who needs advice. You'll probably need
to get away from it all in order to get a
clear view of your own life, Gemini. You
could even decide to make the neces-
sary arrangements for a trip abroad at
some point in the future.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

We all have to make compromises in order
to live in contemporary society. You may
have strong beliefs, but it's difficult to com-
bine your ideals and a social life. Today you
may wonder if you're prepared to be edged
out of society and fight for your convictions.
Shouldn't you try to find a compromise
between life and your ideals?

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You've always felt the need to free your-
self from society. You need to feel inde-
pendent at any cost. You may need to
face certain relationship problems at this
time. Perhaps you're hesitant to commit
either at work or in your personal life.
You may ask yourself if your attitude isn't
in fact revealing a desire to get away
from it all. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You may feel annoyed about the attitude
of some of your group of friends. Unlike
these people, you're very open-minded
and you can deal with situations as they
arise. Indeed, you have a natural ability to
adapt to every situation. Virgo, today
you'll probably have to arbitrate between
two people with widely differing opinions.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today, Libra, you'll be submerged under
a lot of emotions. In a way, you'll be
revisiting your childhood. You may be
very edgy. This is a good disposition in
which to analyze your life. You'll be able
to see if everything around you is where
you think it belongs. Try to make the
most out of this frame of mind.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You really know how to seduce, Scorpio.
There is a spark inside of you that spreads
naturally to those around you. You have a
big reservoir of sensitivity and emotion
that could grow today. You might charm
new people. Don't forget to recharge your
batteries in order to keep your feelings
intact in the days to come.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You're a very active person, Sagittarius, but
today you'll probably be disappointed. If
you ask those around you to help with your
activities, they most likely won't under-
stand your needs. They'll wonder why you
need to move constantly and why you need
to create. The day may seem exhausting
and complicated to you.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Nothing much is happening today, yet you
seem worried and tense. You'll have to use
this day to your advantage. Think about
your life. You'll also think about the needs
of your relatives in the years to come and
how to attain those goals. You'll also be in
the best disposition to think about your
own family life.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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T
he makers of the
upcoming film
'Khuda Haafiz

Chapter II Agni Pariksha'
unveiled the trailer of the
Viidyut Jammwal-star-
rer and it shows the ac-
tion star's fierce side as
this time its about his
character's daughter.

The glimpses of its
trailer show Vidyut in a
novel avatar, which is
sure to make the fans
wonder what he has in
store for them. The ac-
tion-packed trailer shows
a determined Sameer
(Vidyut), who is looking
for his missing daughter
and will stop at nothing
to bring her home.

Vidyut says: "After the
success of Khuda Haafiz,
we were asked by viewers
if there are happy end-
ings. We pondered on it
and realised that the soci-
ety must also undergo a
test. We thought about
the aftermath of the
events in the first chapter
and what it meant for

Sameer and Nargis."
"That's how we arrived

on the second chapter. Its
trailer shows glimpses of
how challenging and bru-
tal it can be to pass the
test of love."

The film brings back
Shivaleeka Oberoi, who
plays Vidyut's wife
Nargis in the movie.
Slated to hit the theatres
on 8th July 2022, the
Faruk Kabir directorial
has been inspiring cu-
riosity since its an-
nouncement. Shivaleeka

said: "Every love story
comes with an 'Agni
Pariksha'. Part one was
about Sameer and
Nargis' finding each
other again despite all
odds. But will love with-
stand the new chal-
lenges? This is one test of
love I can't wait to show-
case on the big screen."
Filmmaker Faruk Kabir
added: "I'm overwhelmed
with the release of the
much-awaited trailer of
our film Khuda Haafiz
Chapter II Agni

Pariksha. We are truly
grateful for the love that
our first film Khuda
Haafiz has been show-
ered with. It's amazing to
have viewers curious
about the fate of Sameer
and Nargis in the second
chapter." Founder and
MD, Panorama Studios,
Kumar Mangat Pathak
says, "The trailer of
Khuda Haafiz Chapter II
Agni Pariksha carries an
essence of what it means
to be in love with some-
one and go all out for
them. It is amazing to be
catering to the audience
that has been waiting so
eagerly for Chapter II."
Producer at Cinergy,
Ram Mirchandani
shared that Vidyut has
rewritten the rules of ac-
tion heroism in our films
and with 'Khuda Haafiz
Chapter II Agni
Pariksha', he has set
harder hitting bench-
marks. The action drama
is all set to hit the the-
atres on July 8.

He’ll find you, he’ll kill you:
Vidyut’s unstoppable in ‘Khuda

Haafiz Chapter II’ trailer

A
ctor Karthi, the
younger brother of
Tamil star Suriya, has

showered praise on director
Lokesh Kanakaraj's action
entertainer 'Vikram', saying
the film was a "true celebra-
tion of Kamal Haasan".

The actor, who took to
Twitter to pen his thoughts
on the film, wrote, "'Vikram' -
as mentioned by all, a true cel-
ebration of our Kamal
Haasan sir! It's such a high to
watch him kick up a storm.
Action and visuals were racy
with interesting connections
and surprises throughout."

The actor also spoke about
the performances of the other
members of the cast.

He said, "Fahadh Faasil
never lets his intensity drop.
Vijay Sethupathi brings out a
new shade of baddie."

Heaping praises on the
film's music director, Karthi
said, "Anirudh…what a back-
ground score… He makes
danger seem so large and the
savior seem so powerful."

He also spoke about his
brother Suriya's perform-
ance. He said, "Finally, man
Rolex sir was SCARY.
Director Lokesh, you trans-
ferred your fanboy excite-
ment completely to the audi-
ence."

The film, which released on
June 7, has been garnering
praise ever since it hit

screens.

Karthi
calls

‘Vikram’ 
a true 

celebration
of Kamal
Haasan

Keerthy
Suresh

heaps praise
on ‘Vikram’

S
ince the first glimpse of Sony
Entertainment Television’s up-
coming drama

‘Appnapan…Badalte Rishton Ka
Bandhan’ has sent a ripple of excite-
ment through the crowd with its in-
triguing storyline. Shedding light on
the dilemma and complexities in rela-
tionships, the show brings forth the
story of an estranged couple – Pallavi
and Nikhil, who are single parents and
how both face their own challenges of
parenting while battling their obstacles
from their past. But, destiny brings

them face to face once again….will they
give a second chance to their relation-
ship for the sake of their children? The
answer to this question is definitely
going to keep the viewers intrigued.

Starring popular actress Cezanne
Khan and Rajshree Thakur in the lead
roles, the show is all set to premiere on
15th June every Monday to Friday at 10
pm. ‘Appnapan… Badalate rishton ka
bandhan’ is all set to premiere from
15th June, every Monday to Friday at 10
pm only on Sony Entertainment
Television!

Mehak Ghai roped in for‘Appnapan…
Badalte Rishton Ka Bandhan’

B
irthdays call for celebration
with close ones and it be-
comes extra special when you

get to meet your loved one after
years! Ashna Kishore, who essays
the role of Kate in &TV's Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan, recently had one of the
most memorable birthday celebra-
tions with her twin brother
Abhishek. While the twin siblings
could not celebrate their special day
together last year owing to travel re-
strictions, this year, Ashna took a

day off, travelled to her hometown
Delhi and had a mega celebration
with Abhishek.

Talking about her birthday cele-
bration, Ashna Kishore (Kate) says,
"We love to celebrate our birthdays
together. This year’s celebration was
extremely special as we could not
meet last year." 

Watch Ashna Kishore as Kate in
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm,
airing every Monday to Friday only
on &TV!

Ashna celebrates her B’Day
with twin brother Abhishek!
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New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Hoping to break his indi-
vidual title drought that has
stretched to five years, HS
Prannoy says he will have
no regrets even if it doesn't
come his way since he has a
Thomas Cup gold in his tro-
phy cabinet now.

The giant-killer's tag has
stayed for far too long for
Prannoy, who scripted some
of the most headline-grab-
bing victories over top stars
such as Lee Chong Wei, Lin
Dan, Chen Long and Viktor
Axelsen.

However, he could not
weave the big wins together
in a week's time and even
though he rose to a career-
best ranking of world num-
ber 8 in 2018, the Indian's
last individual title win
came way back in 2017, at
the US Open Grand Prix
Gold. "See there will be
some extraordinary play-
ers, who go on to win con-
tinuously. But there are oth-
ers who have the potential
and have big wins against

big players but never been
able to win something real-
ly big. I come in that catego-
ry," Prannoy told PTI dur-
ing an interview. "I know I
haven't won something real-
ly big, may be something is
on the cards, it will come
when it has to but even if it
doesn't, it's okay because
you know you are putting
in the effort. I think I have

been blessed to be in that
Thomas Cup squad."

The Kerala shuttler had
come close to winning a
title after reaching the
Swiss Open Super 300 final
in March this year.

Though Prannoy, cur-
rently ranked 23, couldn't
go the distance, his per-
formance earned him a
place in the Thomas Cup

squad and he went on to
play a pivotal role in India's
epic triumph by winning
the decisive third singles
against Malaysia and
Denmark in the quarterfi-
nals and semifinals respec-
tively. It was his win over
Jun Hao Leung which
helped India stun Malaysia,
a five-time champions, and
secure a first-ever medal in
the Thomas Cup in 43 years.

"Being part of this squad,
I could be part of that mo-
ment, could be part of that
podium. I am lucky enough
to get that feeling which no
one else in the world can
feel." While injuries are
part of an athlete's life, the
29-year-old's progress in in-
ternational badminton has
also been affected by severe
health issues.

When things were look-
ing up on court in 2018,
Prannoy was diagnosed
with gastroesophageal re-
flux disease during the
World Championships,
which affected his training
and performance.

No regrets if I don't win another individual
title, I've Thomas Cup gold: Prannoy New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Manish Narwal and
Rubina Francis won the
10m P6 air pistol mixed
team event to clinch
India's third gold medal at
the ongoing World
Shooting Para Sport World
Cup in Chateauroux,
France on Wednesday.

Narwal and Francis,
who aggregated a world
record qualifying score of
565 to enter the final at the
top position, defeated
Chinese pair of Yang Chao
and Min Li 17-11 in the
title clash.

The Indian pair totalled
274.3. Tokyo Paralympics
gold medallist Narwal
scored 138.7 in the final six
shots. He shot consistent
scores of 10s and 9s, but
Francis also matched her
fancied partner with 9s, a
few 8s and 10.

China's Chao was im-
pressive with four 10s but
Min faltered in crucial mo-
ments. On Thursday,
Narwal, Singhraj Adhana,
Rahul Jakhar and Akash
will be in action in P4 -

mixed 50m pistol SH1
event. On Tuesday,
Sriharsha Devaraddi
Ramakrishna became the
second Indian para shoot-
er to earn a quota for the
Paris Paralympics after se-
curing a gold medal in
mixed 10m air rifle SH2
event. Ramakrishna pro-
duced a final score of 253.1
to claim the yellow metal,
while Slovakia's Francek
Tirsek (252.6) and Tanguy
De La Forest (230.3) bagged
the silver and bronze.

Ramakrishna thus fol-

lowed the extraordinary
show of Tokyo 2020
Paralympic champion
Avani Lekhara, who set a
new world record en route
clinching the gold medal.

In the R2 - women's 10m
air rifle standing finals,
Lekhara, the 20-year-old
from Rajasthan, shot a
final score of 250.6 to
break her own world
record of 249.6 and take
the gold ahead of Poland's
Emilia Babska (247.6) and
Anna Normann of
Sweden (225.6). "This event

is very important for me
as it is the first event after
Tokyo. It will help me un-
derstand the progress that
I've made on various as-
pects that I have been
working on since then,"
Lekhara told the
Paralympic Committee of
India (PCI).

"It is also my first inter-
national event with my
new equipment and this
will help me analyse my
game further and know
further adjustments that
need to be made!

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

A penchant for leading by
example mingles with intent
and positivity to make IPL
title-winning skipper Hardik
Pandya a strong contender for
Indian captaincy in near
future, reckons spin great
Harbhajan Singh.
The 28-year-old all-rounder is
being tipped as a future India
captain after leading unfan-
cied Gujarat Titans to victory
in their maiden season in the
world's most lucrative T20
league. "One of the biggest
revelations in this year's IPL
was the advent of Hardik
Pandya as the skipper of the
Gujarat Titans and the way he
led the team from the front to
win the coveted title is defi-
nitely praiseworthy.
"His intent and positive cap-
taincy are signs that he can
lead Team India in the future,"

Harbhajan told PTI in an inter-
view.
It was the culmination of an
extraordinary season that
began with experts refusing to
put their money on the fran-
chise after questioning its pur-
chases in the player auction.

Bengaluru, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Domestic giants Mumbai
on Thursday broke the
world record for highest
margin of victory in the his-
tory of first-class cricket as
they crushed minnows
Uttarakhand by a stagger-
ing 725 runs on the fourth
day of their Ranji Trophy
quarter-final here and
stormed into the semi-fi-
nals. Mumbai broke New
South Wales' 92-year-old
Sheffield Shield record
when they beat Queensland
by 685 runs.

In the Ranji Trophy, the
previous record for highest
margin for victory was held
by Bengal, who had defeat-
ed Odisha by 540 runs in
1953-54. Mumbai's world
record comes a day after
Bengal broke a 129-year-old

one with all their nine bat-
ters scoring half-century in
a single innings against
Jharkhand in another quar-
ter-final. Mumbai will now
meet Uttar Pradesh in the
semi-final of the prestigious
domestic competition. The
41-time Ranji Trophy cham-
pions, who dominated right
from the first-day, declared
their second innings at

261/3 and thus set
Uttarakhand an improbable
794-run target.

They had piled up 647/8
declared in their first essay,
riding on maiden double
hundred from debutant
Suved Parkar (252).
Uttarakhand who were bun-
dled out for partly 114 in
their first essay, once again
capitulated in front of the

Mumbai bowlers, as they
were bundled out for just 69
in the second innings.

Mumbai bowlers led by
experienced pacer Dhawal
Kulkarni run riot. Kulkarni
(3/11) along with in-form
left-arm spinner Shams
Mulani (3/15) and off-spin-
ner Tanush Kotian (3/13)
grabbed three wickets
apiece as none of the
Uttarakhand batters
showed any spine.

Kulkarni wreaked havoc
as he first castled opener
Kamal Singh (0) and then
trapped rival skipper Jay
Bista (0) in front of the
wickets, with the opposition
tottering at 1/2. He then
cleaned up Robin Bist (3)
with a delivery that jagged
backed in as Uttarakhand
was starring at a huge de-
feat.

Kolkata, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Indian football team
head coach Igor Stimac
wants his attacking play-
ers to start learning to
play without talisman
Sunil Chhetri, and score
some goals too.

At 37, Chhetri is at the
fag end of his career, but
India still needed him to
score the two goals and
start their Asian Cup
Qualifiers campaign with
a win over Cambodia here
on Wednesday.

Stimac said it's high
time that players such as
Udanta Singh, Manvir
Singh, Ashique
Kuruniyan, Sahal Abdul
Samad and Liston Colaco
start scoring.

"It's again Sunil. Others
tried to get it but not find-
ing a way. So I expect goals
from Liston, Manvir,
Udanta, Aashique, Sahal.

"They all need to start
scoring. We need to start

learning... The boys need
to start learning to play
without Sunil -- simple as
that," Stimac said after the
match. The Croatian
World Cup semifinalist
said Udanta and Ashique
are the team's two main
weapons up front.

"I don't mind how bad
they play in the club -- sim-

ple as that. I need them
here to use the speed they
have to hurt the opponents
who are stronger because
we don't have a big pool of
players to choose from," he
added. Indian captain
Chhetri said their attack-
ing force could have done
better in the win over
lowly Cambodia.

On an evening of
missed chances, Chhetri
again rose to the occasion
slamming home a brace to
be the architect of their
win, which put them
ahead of Hong Kong, on
goal difference, in group D.

"It feels good, I'm more
happy as we ensured a
clean sheet. There are a lot
of things that we could
have done better. I'm not
trying to be harsh but
there are a lot of things we
could have done better,"
Chhetri told reporters at
the mixed zone.

Chhetri drew the first
blood by converting a
penalty in the 14th minute
after Colaco was tripped
inside the box. Thereafter,
India struggled with fin-
ishing even though they
dominated possession.

Chhetri himself missed
a couple of headers before
sealing it off a delightful
cross from Brandon
Fernandes.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Opener KL Rahul is
"gutted" at not being able
to lead India on home soil
after a last-minute groin
injury ruled him out of
the five-match T20I series
against South Africa.

Rahul will miss the en-
tire series, starting on
Thursday, owing to a right
groin injury that he sus-
tained during training. On
the eve of the first game,
w i c k e t k e e p e r- b a t t e r
Rishabh Pant was named
the captain in Rahul's ab-
sence. "Hard to accept but I
begin another challenge
today. Gutted not to be
leading the side for the
first time at home, but the
boys have all my support
from the sidelines.

"Heartfelt thanks to all
for your support. Wishing
Rishabh and the boys all
the luck for the series. See
you soon," he said in a

tweet. An elegant batter,
Rahul has been in good
form in the IPL and was
named captain in the ab-
sence of regular skipper
Rohit Sharma, who was
rested from the series fol-
lowing the lucrative
league.

London, Jun 09 (AP): 

British tennis player Tara Moore
has been provisionaldonly sus-
pended after testing positive for
banned substances under the
sport's anti-doping rules. The
International Tennis Integrity
Agency on Wednesday said the
29-year-old Moore, who is
ranked 83rd in doubles, tested
positive for nandrolone metabo-
lites and Boldenone during a
WTA tournament in Colombia in
April. "The player now has the
opportunity to request that the
B sample is analyzed to see if
that confirms the A sample," the
ITIA said. Moore responded on
her social media accounts, say-
ing she has never knowingly
taken a banned substance in my
career." "I am investigating how
the positive result could have
occurred and look forward to
proving that I am a clean ath-
lete," she wrote.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Swastika Ghosh on
Thursday became the third
table tennis player to ap-
proach the Delhi High Court
over exclusion from India's
Commonwealth Games
squad.

Her father and coach
Sandeep Ghosh told PTI that
they have a filed a writ peti-
tion in the Delhi High Court
and the matter will be heard
on Friday. "She is number
four as per the selection crite-
ria and should be in the
team," said the father.

Diya Chitale and Manush
Shah had also sought the
HC's intervention in the mat-
ter. Chitale has now been in-
cluded in the squad at the ex-
pense of Archana Kamath
but the selectors did not in-
clude Manush, who too is in

the top-four as per the crite-
ria, in the men's team when
the Committee of
Administrators running the
TTFI announced the final
squad on Tuesday. Manush's
case will also be heard on
Friday.

Swastika, 19, was named as
a standby with the revised
squad comprising Manika
Batra, Chitale, Reeth Rishya
and Sreeja Akula.

The men's squad includes
veteran Sharath Kamal, G
Sathiyan, Harmeet Desai,
Sanil Shetty with Manush on
standby. The selection crite-
ria, which factors in domestic
performances (50 percent), in-
ternational performances (30
percent) and selectors' discre-
tion (20 percent), has attract-
ed a lot of attention with the
players moving court for "jus-
tice".

Nottingham, Jun 09 (AP): 

Top-seeded Dan Evans main-
tained his bid for a second
title at the Nottingham Open
by reaching the quarterfinals
of the grass-court event with a
7-5, 6-0 win against Thomas
Fabbiano of Italy.
Evans the British No. 2 and the
2019 champion will next play
Switzerland's Marc-Andrea
Huesler, who beat Britain's
Dan Cox 6-2, 4-6, 6-2.
On a rain-affected day in cen-
tral England, fifth-seeded
Alexei Popyrin of Australia and
a second Briton, Ryan
Peniston, also advanced to the
quarterfinals.
In the women's event, fourth-
seeded Shuai Zhang, the run-
ner-up to Johanna Konta last
year, beat Jodie Burrage 6-2,
7-6 (4) in the second round. 

Brussels, Jun 09 (AP): 

So much for Belgium
not caring about the
Nations League. By com-
ing from behind to rout

Poland 6-1 on Wednesday,
Belgium's players gave an
emphatic riposte to those
questioning the team's
commitment to the compe-
tition at the end of a long

season and, in particular,
after a 4-1 loss to the
Netherlands on Friday.
Belgium coach Roberto
Martinez had been quick
to dismiss accusations of

his players lacking desire,
and they backed up that
support by recovering
from going behind to
Robert Lewandowski's
76th goal for Poland.

Karachi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Pakistan's young pacer
Mohammad Hasnain's bowling

action has been cleared by the
ICC, making him eligible to play
at all levels of cricket. The
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
said on Thursday that Hasnain's
bowling action has been found
to be legal as the amount of
elbow extension in the reassess-
ment was within the 15-degree
level of tolerance permitted
under the ICC Illegal Bowling
Regulations. "As such, he can
now resume bowling in all forms
of cricket, which includes
domestic cricket worldwide,"
the board said. Hasnain's bowl-
ing action was reported in
February when he was playing in
the Big Bash League in Australia,
and thereafter, he failed a bowl-
ing action review test conducted
under ICC supervision.

Coimbatore, Jun 09 (PTI):

Top riders from across
the country will be seen in
action in the MRF-MMSC-
FMSCI Indian National
Motorcycle Racing
Championship which will
return to the refurbished
Kari Motor Speedway here
after a three-year gap for
the Rolon round begin-
ning on Friday.

Among those in the fray
are Rajini Krishnan and
Jagan Kumar, both multi-
ple national title winners.

The five-round 2022
championship will see
teams including TVS,

Honda, KTM and Yamaha
vie for honours, with the
number of entries cross-
ing the 200-mark, a press
release said.

The weekend card in-
cludes the National
Championship compris-
ing four categories Pro-
Stock 301-400cc and 165cc,
Novice (Stock 165cc) and
Girls (Stock 165cc) while
Petronas TVS One-Make
Championship (301-400cc
Open, Rookie, Girls and
media) and Idemitsu
Honda India Talent Cup
(NSF 250R, CBR 150 and
Hornet 2.0) are also part of
the programme.

Narwal-Francis pair win India’s third
gold in Para Shooting World Cup 

Rubina Francis and Manish Narwal win gold medal in the 10m Air Pistol mixed team event at the Para
Shooting World Cup, in Chateauroux, France.

Hardik's intent and positive
captaincy proved that he can

lead India in future: Harbhajan

KL Rahul ‘gutted’ after groin
injury ruled him out of SA series

World Record: Mumbai decimate Uttarakhand by 
725 runs, eclipse 92-year-old Sheffield Shield record

Tennis player Tara
Moore suspended

under anti-doping rules

Swastika Ghosh becomes third Indian
player to move Delhi High Court over

exclusion from CWG squad

Evans reaches
quarterfinals in

bid for 2nd
Nottingham title

National motorcycle racing
championship set to kick

off in Coimbatore

Boys need to start learning to play without Sunil, says Stimac

Belgium routs Poland 6-1, Netherlands wins on late goal

Belgiums Eden Hazard, left, and Polands Grzegorz Krychowiak fight
for the ball during the UEFA Nations League soccer match between
Belgium and the Poland, at the King Baudouin Stadium in Brussels.

Waless Rubin Colwill, left, jumps for the ball with Netherlands
Matthijs de Ligt, top, during the UEFA Nations League soccer match
between Wales and the Netherlands at Cardiff City Stadium.

Hasnain’s bowling
action cleared by ICC

Jaipur, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Union Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh
Tomar on Thursday said
the Congress would have
implemented the recom-
mendations of
Swaminathan Commission
if the party was serious
about welfare of farmers.
He also alleged that the for-
mer UPA government kept
sitting on the recommen-
dations of the commission
for 10 years.

"The country is witness
to the fact that the
Congress has always adopt-
ed an anti-farmer policy.
During the 10 years of UPA
government, when
Manmohan Singh was the
prime minister, M S
Swaminathan had recom-

mended to increase mini-
mum support price (MSP).
But, the Congress govern-
ment kept sitting on the
recommendations," Tomar
told reporters at Jaipur air-
port.

His comments come
after the Congress alleged
that the MSP of Kharif
crops announced by the
Centre for 2022-23 were
meagre and far below
the rate of inflation.

"If the Congress gov-
ernment had thought
about the welfare of
farmers, it would have
implemented the recom-
mendations in 10 years,
the minister said.

Tomar said after
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi took
charge of the govern-

ment at the Centre and ac-
cepted the recommenda-
tions, MSP is being given
to farmers after adding 50
per cent profit on the input
cost of any cereal.

He said the MSP is ris-
ing continuously and so is
the production and gov-
ernment procurement of
crops.

Centre plans third chopper
route for Amarnath pilgrims

New Delhi, Jul 09 (PTI): 

The Centre is contem-
plating to start a new hel-
icopter service from
Srinagar to Panchtarni,
which is the last drop-off
point for pilgrims visit-
ing holy cave shrine
Amarnath, in addition to
the two already existing
chopper routes for the
pilgrimage, officials said.

The move came in view
of the anticipated rush of
the pilgrims to the shrine
dedicated to Lord Shiva
located at an altitude of

3,888 metres in the upper
reaches of Himalaya in
Jammu and Kashmir.
The pilgrimage is sched-
uled to begin on June 30
and will continue for 43
days.

As of now, helicopter
services are available for
the pilgrims from Baltal
and Pahalgam to
Panchtarni. From this
drop-off point, pilgrims
either walk or ride a
mule or travel in a palan-
quin to the Amarnath
shrine 6 km away. Both
Baltal and Pahalgam are
about 90 km from
Srinagar.

A new helicopter route
is being planned this
year - from Budgam
(near Srinagar airport)
to Panchtarni, an official
said. The Shree
Amarnath Shrine Board

(SASB), which manages
the pilgrimage, has also
been asked to check if it
would be feasible to land
the choppers at the
foothill of the Amarnath
cave.

As of now, only the
choppers which ferry
high level dignitaries
land near the cave. As per
the Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) formu-
lated following a direc-
tion of the Supreme
Court, only 15,000 regis-
tered Shri Amarnath
Yatra pilgrims are al-
lowed beyond Pehlgam
and Baltal in a day -- 7,500
each from Baltal and
Pahalgam.

This is excluding pil-
grims who travel by heli-
copters on either route to
Panchtarni. Officials
said if more pilgrims

take the choppers, the
threat from militants
would also be reduced
considerably.

The pilgrimage, which
presents a big security
challenge for the govern-
ment, could not take
place in 2020 and 2021 due
to the coronavirus pan-
demic and was cut short
in 2019 just before the ab-
rogation of Article 370.

About three lakh pil-
grims are likely to take
part in the pilgrimage,
which is expected to end
on August 11.

Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) tags
will be given to each pil-
grim to monitor their
movements and security,
the officials said. Earlier,
RFID tags were given
only to the vehicles of the
pilgrims.

Mahouts paint their elephants to prepare them for the upcoming religious procession, Jalyatra outside the
Jagannath Temple, in Ahmedabad, Thursday.

JALYATRA PROCESSION

Rishikesh, Jun 09 (PTI): 

The process of setting
up a tiger conservation
foundation for the Rajaji
Tiger Reserve has been
initiated, officials said on
Thursday. A tiger conser-
vation foundation will
help boost research activi-
ties in the reserve, im-
prove staff welfare and
strengthen the local
ecosystem, Rajaji Tiger
Reserve (RTR) Director
Saket Badola said.

It will also pave the way
for getting funds from
other institutions under
corporate social responsi-
bility for important works
like reducing the depend-
ence of villagers living
along the fringes of the re-
serve on the forests, he

said.
According to the

National Tiger
Conservation Authority
guidelines, setting up a
tiger conservation founda-
tion in every tiger reserve
is a must, Badola said. A
tiger conservation founda-
tion is already in existence
in the Corbett Tiger
Reserve, he said.

In keeping with the
NTCA guidelines, a meet-
ing was chaired here re-
cently by Principal
Secretary (Forest) R K
Sudhanshu in which in-
structions were issued to
constitute a similar foun-
dation for Rajaji at the ear-
liest, the RTR director
said. "Hence, we have initi-
ated efforts in that direc-
tion," he said.

Hyderabad, Jun 09 (PTI): 

The city police is
mulling filing a petition
with the Juvenile Justice
Board seeking to treat the
five CCLs (child in conflict
with law) as adults during
the trial in the gang-rape
case, to ensure that they
get the maximum punish-
ment.

Six people including five
juveniles have been appre-
hended in connection with
the case. Five of them
were involved in the sexu-
al assault of the 17-year-
old girl on May 28. One ju-
venile was purportedly
seen in videos misbehav-
ing with her, but was not
involved in the rape, police
said. Hyderabad Police
Commissioner C V Anand
told PTI that they are con-
sidering filing a plea be-

fore the board to treat the
five as adults to ensure
that they receive maxi-
mum punishment.

Anand had already said
stringent sections of law
have been invoked against
those involved in the
heinous crime and the
punishment under the sec-
tions could be imprison-
ment for life till death or
even death penalty.

The case is now under
investigation and once the
charge sheet is filed, a req-
uisition will be made to
the Juvenile Justice Board
(JJB) to make a recom-
mendation that the five
CCLs be tried as adults, po-
lice sources said adding
"otherwise as juveniles
they get only 3 years 
jail term".

Telangana Minister and
Working President of TRS

K T Rama Rao welcomed
the move by the police to
file the plea.

In a tweet he said, "I wel-
come & support the stand
of @TelanganaCOPs. If
you are adult enough to
commit a crime as
heinous as rape, one must
also be punished as an
adult & not as a juvenile".

Meanwhile, the police
took custody of the adult
accused from a jail here
after a local court granted
his custody after they
sought custodial interro-
gation of the accused as
part of further investiga-
tions into the case includ-
ing for recreation of scene
of offence. The teenage
girl, who visited a pub
here on May 28 for a day-
time party, was allegedly
raped by five people, in-
cluding four juveniles.

Spl observers in 4
states, polling to be
videographed: CEC

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Amid allegations
of attempts at
horse-trading in the
Rajya Sabha elec-
tions in four states,
Chief Election
C o m m i s s i o n e r
Rajiv Kumar on

Thursday said special ob-
servers have been ap-
pointed to oversee the
poll process which will
be videographed.

Bienniel elections to 57
Rajya Sabha seats were
announced recently and
all 41 candidates in Uttar
Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Bihar, Andhra Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
Punjab, Telangana,
Jharkhand and
Uttarakhand were de-

clared elected unopposed
last Friday.

However, elections will
be held for 16 seats of
Haryana, Rajasthan,
Maharashtra and
Karnataka on Friday as
the number of candi-
dates exceeds the seats
going to the polls.

Taking questions after
announcing the schedule
for the presidential elec-
tion, Kumar said "We
have appointed special
observers in all the four
places (states). The entire
process will be video-
graphed."

Seeking to keep their
flock together, major po-
litical parties have cor-
ralled their MLAs in ho-
tels and resorts, amid ac-
cusations of attempts at
poaching.

New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

Delhi Police has regis-
tered two FIRs - one against
former BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma and the
other against 31 people, in-
cluding AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi and con-
troversial priest Yati
Narsinghanand - for al-
legedly spreading hate and
hurting religious senti-
ments, officials said on
Thursday. The two FIRs
were registered on
Wednesday after an analy-
sis of social media, they
said.

Former Delhi BJP media
unit head Naveen Kumar
Jindal, who was expelled
from the party over alleged
remarks against Prophet
Mohammad, and journal-
ist Saba Naqvi, are among

the people named in
the second FIR. "The
cases have been regis-
tered against those
who were posting and
sharing messages
against the mainte-
nance of public tran-
quility and were incit-
ing people on the basis
of divisive lines," a
senior police officer
said. The cases have
been registered under
sections 153 (wantonly
giving provocation
with intent to cause
riot), 295 (injuring or
defiling place of wor-
ship with intent to in-
sult the religion of any
class), and 505 (statements
conducing to public mis-
chief) of the Indian Penal
Code, he said. Reacting to
the FIR, All India Majlis-e-

Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) chief Owaisi said
that he will not be intimi-
dated by these tactics, as-
serting that criticising hate

speech and giving
hate speeches cannot
be equated. Owaisi at-
tacked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, alleg-
ing that if he were sin-
cere, he would have
stamped out hate
speech without in-
dulging in "fake bal-
ance-vaad". The
AIMIM chief alleged
that Delhi Police is
suffering from "both
sideism" or "balance-
waad" syndrome. One
side has openly insult-
ed our Prophet while
the other side has
been named to as-
suage BJP supporters

and make it look like there
was hate speech on both
sides, he said. According to
police, one case has been
registered against Sharma

and another against multi-
ple social media entities,
including Owaisi, Jindal,
Narsinghanand, Shadab
Chauhan, Saba Naqvi,
Maulana Mufti Nadeem,
Abdur Rehman and
Gulzar Ansari, based on
the analysis.

Notices will be sent to
the social media intermedi-
aries for the details, the po-
lice officer. According to
the FIR, 31 people named in
it were also using hate-wor-
thy languages intentional-
ly or having complete
knowledge that use of such
type of language, claim
and assertion is not only
discriminatory but more
than sufficient to create a
situation of animosity
amongst different groups
of persons having faith in
different religions.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  FRIDAY,  JUNE  10,  2022

̈ The pilgrimage 
is scheduled to
begin on June 30
and will continue
for 43 days.
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Delhi Police files FIRs against Sharma, Jindal
and Owaisi for inciting people on divisive lines

India carefully monitors
developments along its

border areas: MEA
New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI):
India on Thursday said it
carefully monitors devel-
opments along its border
areas including the con-
struction of infrastruc-
ture by the Chinese side in
the eastern Ladakh sector.

The comments by
External Affairs Ministry
Spokesperson Arindam
Bagchi came in response
to remarks by an
American military com-
mander that some of the
defence infrastructures
that China is creating near
its border with India in
Ladakh is "alarming".

"The government is
committed to and takes all
adequate and appropriate
measures to safeguard ter-
ritorial integrity and sov-
ereignty as the develop-
ments in recent years have
clearly demonstrated,"
Bagchi said at a media
briefing.

R
S

 p
o

lls

Congress didn’t implement 
Swaminathan panel recommendations 

during its 10-yr rule: Tomar

T’gana gangrape case: Cops to appeal
to JJB to try 5 juveniles as adults

Process of setting up 
tiger conservation 

foundation at Rajaji begins

Delhi University writes to
colleges to stop caste-based

discrimination on campus
New Delhi, Jun 09 (PTI): 

The Delhi University has
written to colleges asking
them to ensure there is no
caste-based discrimination
on the campus, saying offi-
cials or faculty members
should desist from any such
act against SC/ST students
on grounds of their social
origin.

The varsity's assistant reg-
istrar on May 25 wrote to col-
leges attaching several let-
ters from the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
on the prevention of caste-
based discrimination in
higher education and re-
questing them to take neces-
sary action in the matter. The
UGC, in this direction, has

requested to take four ac-
tions, including constitution
of a committee to look into
the discrimination com-
plaints received from
SC/ST/OBC students, teach-
ers and non-teaching staff.

"The university/ insti-
tute/ college may develop a
page on their website for
lodging such complaints of
caste discrimination by
Scheduled Caste/Scheduled
Tribes (SC/ST) students and
also place a complaint regis-
ter in the registrar/principal
office for the purpose. "If any
such incident comes to the
notice of the authorities, ac-
tion should be taken against
the erring official/faculty
members promptly," it fur-
ther suggested.

Cong & JDS fail to strike deal for RS poll in Karnataka
Bengaluru, June 09 (PTI): 

As the stage is set for
Rajya Sabha polls for four
seats from Karnataka on
Friday, suspense contin-
ues over the outcome of
the fourth seat, to which
all three political parties
are contenders, despite
none of them having ade-
quate number of votes to
win it.

The ruling BJP ap-
peared confident of win-
ning the three seats it is
contesting in, and made
final efforts to ensure all
its votes are intact and get
cast validly, by holding a
mock voting exercise and
a dinner meeting for legis-
lators, hosted by Union
Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, one
of the candidates.

Interesting turn of

events took place in the
opposition camp, as top
leaders of Congress and
JD(S) tried to reach out to
MLAs of each other, with
talks between them to
forge some kind of a for-
mal understanding reach-
ing a deadlock, as both
parties firmly stuck to
their stand.

JD(S) leader H D
Kumaraswamy had made
an offer to trade second
preference votes with the
Congress and to "start
afresh" by forgetting the
past between the two polit-
ical parties, but the grand
old party made it clear to
the regional party that it
was now time for it to re-
turn the favour, pointing
out that former PM H D
Deve Gowda got elected to
RS last time with its sup-
port in June 2020.

JD(S) has also decided
to shift all its MLAs to a
hotel or resort by this
evening, aimed at ensur-
ing that its numbers are
intact and cross-voting
doesn't take place.

Six candidates are in
the fray in the Rajya
Sabha elections for four
seats from Karnataka, ne-
cessitating a tight contest
for the fourth seat.

Despite not having the
adequate number of votes
to win the fourth seat
from the state Assembly,
all the three political par-
ties -- BJP, Congress and
JD(S) -- have fielded candi-
dates for the seat, forcing
an election.

The six candidates in
the fray for Rajya Sabha
polls from the state are --
Nirmala Sitharaman,
actor-politician Jaggesh

and outgoing MLC Lehar
Singh Siroya from the
BJP, former Union
Minister Jairam Ramesh
and state general secre-
tary Mansoor Ali Khan
from the Congress, and
former MP D Kupendra
Reddy from the JD(S).

A candidate needs the
support of 45 MLAs to
win and based on their
strength in the Legislative
Assembly, the BJP can
win two seats and the
Congress one.

After getting two Rajya
Sabha candidates
(Sitharaman and Jaggesh)
elected on its own
strength in the Assembly,
the BJP will be left with
an additional 32 MLA
votes. The Congress will
be left with 25 MLA votes
after electing Jairam
Ramesh, while the JD(S)

has only 32 MLAs, which
is not sufficient to win a
seat.

While polling will take
place between 9 am to 4
pm tomorrow, counting of
votes will take place at 5
pm, after the polling
hours.

Official sources said as
there are three candidates
for the fourth seat and
none of them have ade-
quate number of votes to
win, a situation may arise
where the second and
third preferential votes
may have to be counted if
necessary.

There is also a view that
the BJP may be at an ad-
vantage if preferential
votes were to be counted
and the Congress and
JD(S) don't come to any
understanding or if there
is no cross-voting.


