
New Delhi, Jun 05 (PTI): 

The Railways cancelled
almost 9,000 train services
this year, out of which over
1,900 were due to coal move-
ment in the last three
months, an RTI query has
found.

In a reply to a query
under the Right To
Information (RTI) filed by
Chandra Shekhar Gaur, the
Railways has said that it
cancelled 6,995 train servic-
es for maintenance work or
for construction purposes,
while 1,934 services were
cancelled from March to
May due to coal movement.

Officials said due to se-
vere shortage of power, the
Railways has been forced to
prioritise the movement of

coal rakes over passenger
services.

They also said that the na-
tional transporter is on its
way to deliver 58 super criti-
cal and 68 critical projects
worth more than Rs 1,15,000
crore in the next few years,
and hence, maintenance as
well as construction work is
also being carried out as a
priority across its network.

However, this has critical-
ly affected the movement of
passengers across the coun-
try, especially during the
peak summer months.

According to the RTI,
from January to May, the
Railways cancelled 3,395
services of mail/express
trains, while 3,600 passenger
train services were can-
celled during the same peri-

od due to maintenance rea-
sons or for construction
works. While in January
and February, no train serv-
ices were cancelled due to
coal movement, 880 mail/ex-
press train services and
1,054 passenger train servic-
es were cancelled due to the
prioritising of coal rakes in
the last three months.

The Railways is also
struggling to provide con-
firmed tickets to passengers
due to a shortage in trains, a
severe surge in demand for
tickets over the last few
years and lack of new
trains. According to official
figures, in 2021-22, more
than 1.60 crore passengers
who had bought tickets
could not travel because
they were being wait-listed,

indicating a shortage of
trains on busy routes.

Due to the prioritising of
coal rakes, the Railways has
in fact recorded its best-ever
monthly freight loading of
131.6 million tonnes (MT) in
May 2022.

The loading of coal to
power houses -- both domes-
tic and imported -- has in-
creased by more than 11 MT
in May with 52.4 MT coal
being moved to power hous-
es as against 41.01 MT last
year, registering a 28 per
cent growth. Cumulatively,
in the first two months of
this year, Indian Railways
loaded over 18 MT extra coal
to power houses as com-
pared to the same period last
year with a growth of 24 per
cent.
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Terrorist arrested
JJaammmmuu:: A Hizbul
Mujahideen terrorist, who
had been active for the last
six years, was arrested in
Kishtwar district of Jammu
and Kashmir, an official
said on Sunday. Talib
Hussain, a resident of
Rashgwari in Nagseni tehsil,
was arrested in a joint oper-
ation by police, Rashtriya
Rifles and the CRPF, the
police official said.

Militants arrested
IIttaannaaggaarr:: Five militants
belonging to the banned
People's Revolutionary
Party of Kangleipak-Red
Army (PREPAK-RA) have
been arrested in
Changlang district of
Arunachal Pradesh, police
said on Sunday. Acting on
a tip-off, Assam Rifles
and Arunachal Pradesh
Police launched a joint
operation in Longkey
Makangtong area on June
3 and nabbed the five
insurgents over the next
two days, district
Superintendent of Police
Mihin Gambo said. 

Claws seized
MMaannddllaa:: Police have
arrested four poachers
and seized from them a
tiger hide, its claws and
the teeth of a wild boar in
Madhya Pradesh's
Mandla district, an offi-
cial said Sunday. Based
on a tip-off, the police
intercepted four men
moving on two motorcy-
cles on Saturday near a
temple under Bahmani
police station limits. 

Man tortured 
BBuuddaauunn  ((UUPP)):: Five police
personnel and two uniden-
tified people have been
booked here for allegedly
torturing a man in cus-
tody. Rehan (20) was held
by police on suspicion of
theft when he was return-
ing home from work. He
was given electric shocks
and the accused inserted a
wooden stick in his geni-
tals, a complaint lodged
by the man's family mem-
bers alleged.
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A woman drinks water 
to stay hydrated on a hot summer

day, in New Delhi, Sunday.

New Delhi, Jun 05 (PTI): 

The BJP on Sunday sus-
pended its national
spokesperson Nupur
Sharma and expelled its
Delhi media head Naveen
Kumar Jindal for their al-
leged derogatory remarks
against Prophet
Muhammad, as it sought
to defuse the row over the
issue.

Amid protests by
Muslim groups over the
remarks, the party also is-
sued a statement aimed at
assuaging the concerns of
minorities and distancing

itself from these mem-
bers, asserting that it re-
spects all religions and
strongly denounces the in-
sult of any religious per-

sonality. While Sharma's
comments during a TV de-

bate aimed at the founder
of Islam have drawn the

ire of Muslim groups,
Jindal also posted objec-
tionable tweets, deleted
later, and has been ac-
cused of often posting in-
citing comments. Their
comments also sparked a
Twitter trend calling for
boycotting Indian prod-
ucts in some countries.

A communication to
Sharma from the party's
disciplinary committee
secretary Om Pathak said
she has expressed views
contrary to the party's po-
sition on various matters,
which is in clear violation
of its constitution.

New Delhi, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Ahead of the June 10 Rajya
Sabha elections, Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi has appoint-
ed senior party leaders, includ-
ing Mallikarjun Kharge and
Bhupesh Baghel, as observers.
While Kharge has been made
the observer for Maharashtra,
Baghel and Rajeev Shukla have
been made observers for
Haryana, and Pawan Kumar
Bansal and T S Singh Deo for
Rajasthan. The Congress is
seeking to ensure that its candi-
dates win the Rajya Sabha (RS)
elections in Haryana, Rajasthan
and Maharashtra, while the BJP
has put its weight behind inde-
pendent candidates in Haryana

and Rajasthan. AICC general
secretary Ajay Maken is the
Congress candidate from
Haryana, where two seats have
fallen vacant.
The Congress and the BJP are
likely to get one seat each, but
the BJP has backed media
baron Kartikeya Sharma as an
independent. Sharma is the son
of Venod Sharma and son-in-
law of former Haryana Speaker
Kuldeep Sharma. Both are con-
sidered close to former Haryana
chief minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda.
The Congress needs 31 votes to
win the seat and has as many
MLAs. The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) is banking on cross-
voting.

Bhubaneswar, Jun 05 (PTI):

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on Sunday
effected a major reshuffle in
his three-year-old ministry
inducting 12 fresh faces into
his new team of 21 minis-
ters.

Patnaik, also the presi-
dent of the ruling Biju
Janata Dal (BJD), had on
Saturday asked all minis-
ters to resign to pave the
way for reconstituting the
ministry ahead of the 2024
elections to the Lok Sabha
and Assembly.

Among the 20 ministers
who quit the previous day,
Patnaik re-appointed only
nine. Some of those who
were dropped include min-
isters whose resignations

the opposition was demand-
ing over various issues.
Governor Prof Ganeshi Lal
administered the oath of of-
fice to 21 ministers includ-
ing five women. The pro-
gramme was held at the
new convention centre in
Lok Seva Bhavan, the state
secretariat. Of the new
ministers, 13 were of cabi-
net rank while the remain-
ing eight were appointed as

ministers of state (inde-
pendent charge). Three of
the five women -- Pramila
Mallick, Usha Devi and
Tukuni Sahu -- have been
given cabinet berths.

Representation has also
been given to leaders of the
scheduled tribe, scheduled
caste and Other Backward
Class (OBC) categories.
Besides, Patnaik has fo-
cused on Western Odisha,

considered the stronghold
of the opposition BJP. Of
the eight BJP MPs elected
from the state in 2019, five
are from that region. In the
new team, seven ministers
are from Western Odisha,
one more than the previous
ministry's figure.

Patnaik's new ministry
also included two members
of the royal family of the
state. Usha Devi and P K
Deb were appointed as cabi-
net ministers.

This is for the first time
that Patnaik filled all the
posts in the council of min-
isters by appointing 21 min-
isters as in his previous
terms as CM, he used to
keep one berth vacant. Now,
there are 22 ministers in-
cluding the chief minister.

Dubai, Jun 05 (AP): 

The death toll in a cata-
strophic tower collapse in
southwestern Iran rose to
at least 38 on Sunday, state
TV reported, as emer-
gency workers pulled an-
other body from the rubble
amid fears still more could
be trapped in the destruc-
tion.

It's unclear how many
more people remain unac-
counted for in the collapse
of the still under-construc-
tion tower at the Metropol
Building in Abadan nearly
two weeks ago. R escuers
were still working and
families still waiting for
word of their loved ones
despite promises the
search operation would be
finished by now.

The structural building
failure in the oil-rich but
impoverished Khuzestan
province has focused pub-
lic attention on shoddy
construction practices and
prompted mass allega-
tions of government cor-
ruption and negligence.

Authorities have arrest-
ed 13 people as part of a
broad probe into the disas-

ter, including Abadan's
mayor, Hossein
Hamidpour, who resigned
last Friday.

Protesters have gath-
ered in mourning at the
collapse site, denouncing
top officials and demand-
ing accountability, accord-
ing to videos widely
shared on social media
and analysed by The
Associated Press.
However, reporting on
events in Abadan remains
extremely difficult as the
threat of arrest looms.

Authorities have dis-
rupted internet access, ac-
cording to experts, re-
stricting people's ability to
share videos and informa-
tion.

In an effort to address
public mistrust, President
Ebrahim Raisi last Friday
paid a surprise visit to
Abadan, where he sur-
veyed the disaster site and
offered personal condo-
lences to the families of
victims. During his trip,
businessmen lodged com-
plaints about the scope of
corruption in local gov-
ernment, state-run media
reported.

Chandigarh, Jun 05 (PTI): 

BJP leader Manjinder Singh
Sirsa on Sunday said the Centre
is ready to get the killing of
Punjabi singer Sidhu Moosewala
probed by a central agency like
NIA if the Punjab government
recommends it. Sirsa visited
Moosewala's village in Mansa
and met the singer's family to
express his condolences.
Asked to comment on the
demand of the singer's family to
get the death investigated by a
central agency, the BJP leader
told reporters, "If they want it
to be probed by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA), we
will get it probed." He, however,
said the Punjab government will
have to recommend for a probe
by NIA or CBI after which the
central agency will take over
the investigation. Replying to
another question, he expressed
concern over the 'deteriorating'
law and order situation in the
state. Meanwhile, many other
political leaders from various
parties met Moosewala's family
and expressed their condo-
lences. Senior Congress leader
and former Union minister
Kumari Selja, who also met the
aggrieved family, termed the
late singer a multi-talented
artist.

BJP suspends Nupur Sharma,
expels Naveen Kumar Jindal

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Suspended from the BJP following her alleged
derogatory remark against Prophet Muhammad, Nupur Sharma
on Sunday unconditionally withdrew the controversial state-
ment made in a TV debate and said it was never her intention
to hurt anyone's religious feelings. Sharma, who was a BJP
national spokesperson, claimed that her comments were a
reaction to "continuous insult and disrespect towards our
Mahadev"' (Lord Shiva) as she could not tolerate it. In a state-
ment posted on Twitter, she said, "I have been attending TV
debates for the past many days where our Mahadev was being
insulted and disrespected continuously. It was mockingly being
said that it is not Shivling but a fountain. 

Nupur Sharma withdraws her 
controversial statement 

Kharge, Bhupesh Baghel
appointed observers

ahead of Rajya Sabha polls

ENVIRONMENT DAY

A young man looks at a birds nest at a roadside, on World Environment Day, 
in Gurugram, Sunday.

Odisha CM inducts 12 fresh faces into new ministry

Rlys cancelled almost 9,000 train services this yr,
over 1,900 due to coal movement: RTI

Death toll in Iran building
collapse rises to at least 38
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Collector reviews lease 
survey in Jamul and Ahiwara 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 05: On Friday,
District Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure visited Municipal
Councils of Ahiwara and
Jamul. He reviewed the on-
going work of survey re-
garding lease of housing
land (Patta). He discussed
with the concerned officials

regarding the related topics.
A total of 1168 applications
have been received for new
lease from all 15 wards of
Ahiwara and 20 wards of
Jamul. He instructed the
CMOs to review the ineligi-
ble beneficiaries and said
that the applications re-
ceived in the public griev-
ance redressal camp should
be resolved soon.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 05: Door-to-
door checking of Coolers,
flower pots etc by SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's Public
Health Department (PHD)
was started from Saturday
in the Bhilai Township to
check infestation of mos-
quito larvae in stagnant
water. This survey work in
different sectors of town-
ship was started with 8
teams comprising of 48 per-
sons despatched today.

These persons who have
been trained by Zila
Malaria Department are
checking households for
stagnant water deposited
in coolers, pots, plastic bags
etc. Tamiflu solution is

being distributed free of
cost. Residents are being
advised to keep away chil-
dren from Tamiflu as any
contact with Tamiflu may
be harmful since it is poi-
sonous.

It is advised that two caps
of Tamiflu may be used in
coolers and stagnant water
once a week. District
Malaria Officer and IEDSP
Zila Nodal Officer CBS
Banjare had a detailed dis-

cussion with Sunil
Chaurasia, AGM (PHD),
Bhilai Steel Plant and his
team on the Malaria
Prevention Month being
observed in June. A sym-
bolic rally was also taken
out on the occasion.

AK Banjare, Manager,
VK Bhondekar, Manager,
Ratnakar Dalai, Health
Inspector, Nagraju, Sharad
Dev, Subhash Maharana,
Shamshuzama, Viswanath

Dewangan, Kamta Prasad,
Ajay Khanna, Ankush
Dewangan etc were present
during a rally taken out for
Malaria Prevention Month.

Fraudster lures youth with
govt job dreams; arrested 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 05: Police
have arrested a fraudster
on charges of duping Rs 15
lakhs from three youth on
promise of getting them
recruited as constables in
Chhattisgarh Police. Team
of Ranitarai Police Station
traced the accused and ar-
rested him from
Kondagaon.

SDOP (Patan) Devansh
Singh Rathore informed
that Ranitarai Police
Station had received a
complaint from Milesh
Chaturvedi, Keval Kumar
Bandhe and Kundan
Kumar regarding a gov-
ernment job fraud. They
complained that
Pharasgaon (Kondagaon)
resident Dipendra Kumar
Nag (35) son of Shivlal Nag
had lured them on the
promise of getting them
recruited as Constables in
Chhattisgarh Police. The
victims paid Rs 08 lakh, Rs
05 lakh & Rs 02 lakh re-
spectively to the accused.
They asserted that
Dipendra had duped them
of Rs 15 lakh. Police lodged
a complaint under section
420 of IPC against

Dipendra Kumar Nag and
investigations were
launched.

Under the guidance of
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallava, and
supervision of Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu and
SDOP (Patan) Devansh
Singh Rathore, the team of
Ranitarai Police Station
succeeded in arresting
Deepender Kumar Nag.
The accused Dipendra
Kumar Nag was constantly
trying to dodge the police
by changing his where-
abouts. With the help of
Cyber Cell, the location of
the accused was traced
after which the accused

was arrested from his na-
tive place in Pharasgaon,
District Kondagaon.
During interrogation, the
accused admitted to have
committed the crime. He
was arrested and produced
before the Court from
where he was sent to jail
on judicial remand.

Under the leadership of
SDOP (Patan) Devansh
Rathore, SHO Manoj
Prajapati, ASI Nakul
Thakur, ASI Ramon Sahu,
Head Constable Lokesh
Lahiri, Constables
Talendra Chandrakar,
Dikesh Banchor and
Dhananjay Sinha played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

Five ruffians including a junk 
dealer arrested for thefts 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 05: Police ar-
rested four ruffians on
charges of stealing cen-
tring plates and copper
wire from the construction
sites. A junk dealer was
also arrested for purchas-
ing the stolen items. The
joint team of
Padmanabhpur Chowki
and Anti Crime and Cyber
Unit (ACCU) arrested all
the five accused and recov-
ered the stolen items.

Considering the rising
cases of thefts and burgla-
ries, the teams of various
police stations are working
with Anti Crime and Cyber
Unit (ACCU) to trap the ac-
cused. Under the directions
of SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv,
CSP (Durg) Abhishek Jha,
DSP (Crime) Nasar
Siddhiqui and
Probationary IPS Vaibhav
Banker, Police teams are
maintaining vigil on the ac-
tivities of suspects and
criminal record holders.
The network of informers
has also been activated for

the purpose. DSP (Crime)
Nasar Siddhiqui informed
that Police received a tip off
regarding some notorious
thieves who were recently
released from jail. The sus-
pects Karan, Bauwa and
Salman of Devar Mohalla
had stolen some centring
plates and had sold it to a
junk dealer.

The joint team of ACCU
and Padmanabhpur
Chowki took the suspects
into custody and during in-
terrogation, they confessed
to have stolen centring
plates from two construc-
tion sites in Dhanora. After
stealing the centring plates,
they carried it on a pull

cart and sold it to the junk
dealer Bittu alias
Mohammad Aaamir
Gehlot of Kasarideeh.

One of the accused
Karan Devar further dis-
closed that he had stolen
cable wires from Hockey
Ground situated near
Samriddhi Bazar and Jittu
Devar assisted him in the
crime. On the basis of his
statement, Jittu Devar was
also taken into custody.
Police team searched the
absconding junk dealer
Bittu alias Mohammad
Aamir Gehlot and man-
aged to arrest him. Later,
Police raided the junk deal-
er's premises and recovered

50 nos stolen centring
plates.

The arrested accused are
identified as Karan (23) son
of Usiyar Devar; Salman
Devar (29) son of Shamsher
Devar; Bauwa Devar (20)
son of Ramchand; Jittu
Devar (24) son of
Navbhaiyya Devar - all resi-
dents of Devar Mohalla,
Kasarideeh and Bittu alias
Mohammad Aamir Gehlot
(33) son of Late Anwar
Gehlot a resident of
Takiyapara, Durg.
Centring plates worth Rs
88200 and Copper Wires
worth Rs 8000 have been
seized.

SI Dharam Mandavi,

Chitralekha Sharma, ASI
Ganga Prasad Srivas, Head
Constable Shiv Prasad
Dubey, Nemu Prasad Sahu,
Constable Kishore Soni,
Balmukund Sahu from
Padmanabhpur Chowki
and Inspector Santosh
Mishra (I/c ACCU), ASI
Shamit Mishra, Head
Constable Chandra
Shekhar Banjir, Constable
Pradeep Singh, Jagjeet
Singh, Farukh Khan,
Keshav Sahu, Chitrasen
Sahu, Tileshwar Rathore,
Dhirendra Yadav, Narendra
Sahare, Ashwini Yadu and
Goverdhan Chouhan of
ACCU played vital role in
arresting the accused.

Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha celebrates ‘Samarsata Diwas’

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 05: Kshatriya
Kalyan Sabha celebrated
482nd birth anniversary of
Veer Shiromani Maharana
Pratap as Samarsata
Diwas. At the outset, the
people present paid hom-
age to the statue of
Maharana Pratap and
bowed to his ideals. Dr SN
Singh, retired Executive
Director of SAIL, who at-
tended the program as the
chief guest, remembered
him passionately and said
that Veer Shiromani
Maharana Pratap had over-
come many difficulties but
never ever let down the
country's great self-respect
and honor.

The ideals of such a
great patriot will always
guide the entire country
along with the Rajput socie-
ty. He said that it has be-
come necessary for us to
make our future genera-
tions also aware of our his-
tory. Dr Brijesh Singh, the
eminent litterateur of pa-
triotic and nationalistic
vein from Bilaspur invited
as special guest of the cere-
mony, in his remarks men-
tioned that Maharana
Pratap is a symbol of
Indian pride and has been
the ideal of freedom fight-

ers. The biggest proof of
Maharana Pratap's coordi-
nation with all classes is
that almost all sections of
the society supported him
in the war. From Bappa
Rawal to Pratap, Mewar's
holds long sacrificial tradi-
tion for the nation Dr
Brijesh Singh presented
more than fifty of his books
for the library of the com-
munity. Addressing the cer-
emony, Kaushalendra
Pratap Singh in his speech
said that Maharana Pratap
was the king of Udaipur,
Mewar and belonged to

Sisodia Rajput dynasty. His
name is immortal in histo-
ry for bravery, valour, sacri-
fice, and determination. He
did not accept the subjuga-
tion of the Mughal emper-
or Akbar and fought for
many years. Maharana
Pratap Singh defeated the
Mughals several times in
battle and brought the en-
tire Mughal Empire of
India to its knees.
Maharana Pratap fought
against Akbar by taking to-
gether with the representa-
tives of all the caste.

President of the Sabha

Digvijay Bahadur Singh,
Senior Vice President
Badri Vishal Singh,
Kalpana Bhadauria also
threw light on the lifestyle
of Maharana Pratap.

In the ceremony, Mala
Singh recited the poem of
'Veer Ras'. Geeta Singh re-
cited Vandana and patriot-
ic song during lamp light-
ing. At the end of the cere-
mony, the vote of thanks
was given by Rana Ashok
Kumar Singh. A remark-
able number of people of
the society were present on
this occasion. Secretary
Arvind Singh, Treasurer
Sanjay Singh, Chandan
Singh Bhadauria, Madhav
Singh, Dr Rajeev Pal, Prem
Sagar Singh, Mahendra
Pratap Singh, Badshah
Singh, Sudhir Singh
Gaharwal, Assistant
Inspector General of Police
UBS Chauhan, were pres-
ent at the function.

p Birth Anniversary 
of Veer Shiromani
Maharana Pratap

National Webinar on Collaboration 
and Co-Teaching Strategies organised
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 05:
Department of Education,
St Thomas College organ-
ized National Webinar on
Collaboration and Co-
Teaching Strategies on
Saturday. Principal of St
Thomas College, welcomed
the guests and all the partic-
ipants of the programme.
Deepti Santosh, gave a brief
introduction of the speaker
Dr Kiran Mishra. Dr Kiran
Mishra presented her views
on importance of
Collaboration and Co-
Teaching Strategies.

Principal, St Aloysius
Autonomous College,
Jabalpur, Rev Dr G Vazhan
Arasu, in his speech threw
light on benefit of collabo-
rative and Co- Teaching
Strategies as all the teach-
ers have distinguishing

qualities of their own.
Maju Joy, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Education, proposed vote of
thanks.

The programme was con-
ducted by Dr Jyotsna
Gadpayle. Convenor of the
National webinar was
Deepti Santosh and Dr
Shabnam Khan. Other

members of organizing
committee included J
Maju, Dr Jyotsna Gadpayle,
Dr Roshan Lal Sondhiya,
Dr Sushma Pillai and
Seema Potphode. Dr Sheeja
Thomas, Head, Department
of Education, gave her
valuable support in smooth
conduction of the pro-
gramme.

Public Health Dept begins Survey Work
in Township for preventing Dengue

Diabetes Clinic
operational in JLN
Hospital and RC

Bhilai, Jun 05: A Diabetes
Clinic was inaugurated by Dr
SK Issar, ED (M & HS) at
SAIL-BSP's JLN Hospital and
Research Centre on June 04,
2022 in view the rising num-
ber of diabetes patients. Dr
Pramod Binayake, CMO and
Dr Saurabh Mukherjee, Addl
CMO and the Medical and
Health services team were
present on the occasion. The
clinic will function from OPD
no 1 (A) from 09:00 hrs to 11:00
hrs daily except Sunday. The
clinic will offer nutrition, ex-
ercise, lifestyle changes and
medicine related information
for patients. Training for
using Insulin and testing
sugar levels by self using
Glucometer will be imparted
in the clinic. Symptoms of
low or high sugar levels will
be shared in the clinic.

Cyclist crushed to
death in road mishap 

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0055:: A cyclist was
crushed to death by a truck at
Rani Avanti Bai Square in Kohka
on Sunday morning. The truck
belongs to Bhilai Municipal
Corporation and was being used
to carry wastes. Police are trying
to identify the deceased.
According to information, the in-
cident occurred near Rani Avanti
Bai Square in the wee hours of
Sunday. The cyclist was hit by a
BMC's truck at the road turning.
The cyclist fell on the ground and
died on the spot after coming
under the wheels of the truck.
The truck driver left the vehicle
and escaped from the spot. On
information, team of Smriti
Nagar Chowki reached the spot
and the body was sent for autop-
sy after preparing an inquest.
Police have seized the truck
bearing registration number
CG07-CB-0745 and lodged a case
against the absconding driver.
The deceased was a fish vendor. 

BSP celebrates World Environment Day at Bhilai Niwas

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0055:: Several events were
organised by SAIL-BSP's
Environment Management
Department to mark World
Environment Day. The theme of
World Environment Day this year is
"Only One Earth" and the host coun-
try is Sweden. The theme itself
urges citizens of all nations to join
hands to take collective actions to
stop environmental degradation &
climate change - the twin chal-
lenges threatening the very exis-
tence of all living organisms on this
beautiful planet earth.  

SAIL-BSP is committed to be
clean and green and use sustainable
initiatives to protect the environ-
ment and save resources for a vi-
brant future. At a programme or-
ganized by BSP at Bhilai Niwas the
other day, saplings were planted, a

Tableau designed to spread the
message of environment protection
was flagged off and a web portal on
Carbon footprint was inaugurated. 

Dr MK Verma, Vice Chancellor,
Chhattisgarh Swami Vivekananda
Technical University (CSVTU)  was
the Chief Guest at the main function
in MP Hall, Bhilai Niwas. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director In-charge, Bhilai
Steel Plant was the Special Guest. 

At the outset, saplings were
planted by Dr MK Verma, Anirban
Dasgupta and other dignitaries and
officials present. This was followed
by flagging off of mobile exhibition
showcasing environment manage-
ment initiatives of BSP. The mobile
exhibition that will be touring Bhilai,
nearby villages and the Plant's min-
ing townships for the next few days
will also display short films on the
theme of environment protection as
well as films on BSP's environment

management activities, CSR activi-
ties etc.  An exhibition of paintings
and models by Eco Club members of
BSP schools was inaugurated and
pledge to protect Environment and
a Message for the Nation on
Environment day were taken.
School students spoke on the theme
of Environment Day during the pro-
gramme at Bhilai Niwas. The stu-

dents also staged a skit based on
the theme of Environment to mark
the Environment Day celebrations.
Later, a portal on Carbon footprint
was started. Dr SK Issar, ED
(Medical & Health services), Anish
Bhatta, ED (Projects & Material
Management), KK Singh, ED (P&A),
SN Abidi, Acting ED (Works), Dr AK
Panda, CGM I/c (F &A), Chief

General Managers and senior offi-
cials were present on the occasion.
Also present were teachers from
Education Department and school
students. Prof Dr MK Verma, Vice
Chancellor (CSVTU) in his inaugural
address said that programmes like
these bring about awareness about
Environment conservation. We must
reflect what we are doing for our

earth and change our behavior and
daily routine accordingly. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c (BSP) stated
that we must de-carbonise steel
making using hydrogen gas and de-
crease carbon dioxide intensity used
for steel making, this will happen as
India's economy develops further,
he added.  At the outset, DL Moitra,
CGM (Envt Mgt) welcomed every-

one on the occasion of World
Environment day.

As a responsible corporate,
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant has always
been sensitive towards environ-
ment & social concerns. In the last
few years, it took giant strides to-
wards minimizing emissions, treat-
ing and recycling effluents and
other solid wastes. BSP has in-
stalled state of the art clean tech-
nologies in its recently implement-
ed MODEX plan and implemented
technologies for energy conserva-
tion & pollution control. For the
better management of Municipal
solid wastes, BSP has installed
SLRM Center in BSP Township.
This facility is capable of turning
the green waste into Manure and
Plastics into useful granules which
is sold to the recyclers.

Fulfilling the aspirations of the
people living in the surrounding vil-

lages, BSP has implemented several
schemes for strengthening infra-
structure in schools, sanitation,
drinking water, solar operated
pumps, greenbelt, water conserva-
tion, pond cleaning and beautifica-
tion as part of the Corporate
Environment Responsibility.

For protection of Bio-diversity in
Plant, township & mines, BSP has
undertaken massive plantation
drives right since inception. So far
more than 56 lakh trees have been
planted, with the help of
Chhattisgarh Rajya Van Vikas
Nigam, thereby turning BSP's plant
area, township & mines as green
enclaves, sheltering variety of flora
& fauna. This massive plantation
has resulted in eco-restoration
leading to enhanced bio-diversity in
its township & mines which is the
true indicator of environmental
conservation.

Saplings planted, tableau flagged off, web portal on Carbon footprint inaugurated 
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HOT WEATHER

People on Sunday went out fully covered from head to feet to avoid sun-stroke as the
mercury shot to 44-45 deg. Celsius here on Sunday afternoon.

Raipur, Jun 05: Anand
Jewels included among the
250 companies with high
growth in Asia-Pacific re-
gion inaugurated its new
showroom spread in an area
of 11,000-12,000 sq.ft. at
Pandri, Raipur on Sunday.
The inauguration was done
by Ejaz Dhebar, Mayor,
Raipur Municipal
Corporation and  Pt. Vijay

Shankar Mehta. This is 3rd
showroom of Anand Jewels
in Raipur apart from its pres-
ence in Bhopal and Indore
which will offer jewelleries
of latest trend and modern
design to its customers.

Anand Jewels provide
right information to the cus-
tomers along with quality
and certification. All show-
rooms have Karat meter and

diamond testing lab in which
customer can check dia-
mond and gold ornaments
and know its right value. Not
only Hallmark jewellery is
available at Anand Jewels
but diamond is also available
with buy-back guarantee.
The brand is known for its
purity and providing value
for money to its customers.

Anand Jewels have made

aware its customers about
market charges. The mak-
ing charges starts from 3
per cent and customers are
informed about the making
charges on the jewellery
based on designs. The
transparency and one price
policy increases the thrust

for Anand Jewels among
the customers. Hailing
from Indore, the brand has
set the vision for global
standard. It exudes meticu-
lous planning to create a
singular platform that
would stalate all consumer
needs. The larger goal is to
surpass any paradigm of
luxury that any retail
brand has ever set in

Madhya Pradesh. Anand
Jewels  have shared a pro-
fessional relationship with
its customers, wherein the
design consortium has
been able to witness the
brand’s trajectory of
growth from inception to its
thriving success today.

Raipur, Jun 05: Bilaspur
received an amazing gift
from Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Sunday
as he inaugurated Alliance
Air Bilaspur-Bhopal-
Bilaspur flight service from
Bilasa Devi Kenwat Airport,
Chakarbhatha today via
video conferencing from
Kanker. Baghel virtually
participated in this program

organized at Chakarbhatha
and flagged off the aircraft.
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel is
on a visit to Kanker assem-
bly constituency today
under Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan.

In his address to the pro-
gram, Chief Minister said
that State Government is
making every possible effort
for expansion of new air
services in the state. As a re-
sult of State Government’s
consistent efforts, new air
services have been started
from Raipur as well as
Jagdalpur and Bilaspur in
the last three and a half
years. All the necessary
arrangements are being
made to ensure operation of
the airline in all kinds of
weathers. Besides, the facili-
ty of night landing has also
been made at Bilaspur and
Jagdalpur airports. Plans

for the development of a
new airstrip in Koriya and a
commercial airport at
Korba are being implement-
ed in a full swing. Similarly,
airport runway is being de-
veloped at Ambikapur at a
cost of Rs 43 crore.
Simultaneously, automated
ATC equipment has been in-
stalled at Jagdalpur,
Bilaspur and Ambikapur
airports, which will facili-
tate landing of airplanes
and helicopters in these air-
ports at any time.

50 passengers left in the
first Bilaspur-Bhopal flight
that has commenced from
today. The pilot of this plane
is Mr. Bhaskar Pant and the
co-pilot is Ms. Richa Parihar.
Chief Minister Baghel con-
gratulated people of the
state, especially those of
Bilaspur, on the commence-
ment of Bilaspur-Bhopal-

Bilaspur airline. He said that
the entire Chhattisgarh
would get the benefit of this
new service. Baghel said
that till three and a half
years ago, only Raipur had
proper air service, but from
today onwards, Bilaspur and
Jagdalpur have the regular
air service facility as well.
Central Chhattisgarh as well
as North and South
Chhattisgarh are well con-
nected with the country’s air
network. Regular domestic
air service has been started
from Bilaspur Airport in
Delhi-Jabalpur-Bilaspur-
Prayagraj sector from 01
March 2021. Today Bilaspur-
Bhopal-Bilaspur flight serv-
ice has commenced.
Lighting and runway are
being developed to introduce
night landing facility at
Bilaspur airport.

Expressing happiness on

the commencement of new
airline, Revenue Minister
Jaisingh Agrawal congratu-
lated the residents of
Bilaspur. He said that not
only Bilaspur but people of
entire North Chhattisgarh
would be benefited by the
commencement of this
flight. He expressed his grat-
itude to Chief Minister for
the expansion of air services
in Bilaspur. He directed the
officials concerned to ensure
proper parking facility for
vehicles in the airport prem-
ises and construction of
sheds for the drivers. He said
that the land adjoining the
airport belongs to the army
and the process of acquiring
the same has been started by
the state government. Once
the land is acquired, the run-
way will be extended and in
this way, more airlines will
have night landing facility.
Leader of Opposition Mr.
Dharamlal Kaushik,
Parliamentary Secretary
Mrs. Rashmi Singh, MLA
Mr. Shailesh Pandey, Mayor
Bilaspur Mr. Ramsharan
Yadav also addressed the
function. Collector Mr.
Saransh Mittar delivered the
welcome address. Bilha
SDM Mr. Amit Gupta pro-
posed vote of thanks.

Making all possible efforts to commence
new air services in state: Baghel

CM flags off Alliance
Air Bilaspur- Bhopal-
Bilaspur airline

In last three and a
half years, regular
air services from
Jagdalpur and
Bilaspur airports
have been started

Development of a
new airstrip in
Koriya and a com-
mercial airport in
Korba is in progress

Airport runway is
being developed in
Ambikapur at a cost
of Rs 43 crores

Raipur, Jun 05: Fire
broke out in the godown
of Gopal Cycle Store lo-
cated near Station Chowk
Tilda in Raipur. Fire
spread rapidly due to by-
cycle tyres.

According to the infor-
mation received, fire
broke out due to a short
circuit in the godown lo-

cated in the middle of the
house in the cycle store.
Soon fire spread to the en-
tire godown.

Fire brigade vehicle
reached the spot to extin-
guish fire. Meanwhile,
goods worth lakhs kept in
the godown were gutted
in fire. No casualty of any
kind was reported yet.

Raipur, Jun 05: Go Green
Committee of the National
Institute of Technology
(NIT), Raipur organized a
Plantation Drive and Cycle
Rally on the occasion of
World Environment Day
on 5th June, 2022. The
event started with Dr. A.
M. Rawani, the Director of
NIT Raipur planting a
sapling near the Souvenir
Garden. Dr. P. Y. Dhekne,
Dean (Student Welfare),
Dr. M. Pradhan, Professor
(Mining Engineering), Dr.
Gangadhar Ramtekkar,
Professor (Civil
Engineering), Dr. D. C.
Jhariya, Faculty In-
charge, Go Green, Dr.
Mridu Sahu, Assistant
Professor (IT), Dr. P. K.

Chaudhari, Associate
Professor (Chemical
Engineering) and Dr. V. K.
Singh, Associate Professor
(Chemical Engineering)
also contributed to the
same and helped to spread

the awareness.
Around 100
plants are being
planted all
around the cam-
pus.

This was fol-
lowed by the dis-
tribution of T-
Shirts to the at-
tendees and Dr. A.
M. Rawani flag-
ging off the Cycle
Rally. It was at-
tended by the fac-
ulties and their
families along
with the students
and the staff
members. The

rally began at the
Souvenir Garden and com-
pleted two rounds of the
campus. The Go Green vol-
unteers were present at
each check-post to direct
the rally.

Plantation Drive and Cycle Rally at NIT
p On World

Environment Day

Anand Jewels opens its 3rd showroom

Anand Jewels
Chairman, Harbhajan
Anand said that  we
offer lifetime free
repair on all
jewellery pur-
chased from
A n a n d
Jewels. In
addition to
this Anand
Jewels also
provide cent-
percent buy-back
on all jewellery. We only
deduct making charges
and reduces tax on old
Gold, Diamond and
Polki jewellery and re-
turns the entire amount
based on market value
to the customers. He

said that Anand Jewels
sells only VVS diamond
with buy-back guaran-

tee and quality.
Customers also

get best deal on
exchange fa-
cility here.
The Raipur
s h o w r o o m
that was

launched today
is much more

fabulous and ele-
gant than our Indore
and Bhopal showroom
and expect that this
showroom will get mas-
sive response from our
customer and become
the number one show-
room, he added.

Expects Raipur showroom to
become No.1: Harbhajan Anand

Anand Jewels MD
Gaurav Anand said that
transparent customer
policy adopted by us is
appreciated in the entire
country. Customers can
self check the  authentic-
ity, purity and right price
of the gold jewellery and
diamond items here at
our showroom. The cul-
ture of India is closely
associated with gold jew-
ellery, he added.
Customer should get
aware of various aspects
prior to purchase of gold
and diamond jewellery.
At present there is no
plan to launch our sister
concern Punjab Jewels
in Raipur. This show-
room is sufficient to
cater the needs of

Chhattisgarh, Orissa
and Jharkhand. ‘Saccha
Bhav’ is a concept that in
which we inform the cus-
tomers about the price,
making charges and  pu-
rity. We sell on wholesale
rate to our customers.
Gold jewellers costing Rs
10000 to Rs 75000 is avail-
able at ground floor. On
first floor we have jew-
ellery items costing Rs
75000 to Rs 2 lakh and on
third floor jewellery
above Rs 2 lakh will be
available. We also have
bridal and polki lounge
for younger generation
here. We are happy to
open this latest outlet as
we feel that the lifestyle
of this Raipur is growing
at a fast rate and so are
the demands. Raipur is
an emerging hot spot for
shopping and even the
people residing in other
cities have easy access to
Raipur. This outlet of
Anand Jewels has been
opened with special at-
tention to our already
growing customer-base.

Separate bridal and polki lounge for
younger generation: Gaurav Anand

Fire breaks out in cycle godown

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0055:: ‘Our ancestors
have handed over a healthy
and clean environment in her-
itage. We all have the responsi-
bility to make it better and
pass it on to the future genera-
tions’, Forest and Housing and
Environment Minister
Mohammad Akbar said while
addressing a seminar organ-
ized by the Chhattisgarh
Environment Protection Board
on the occasion of World
Environment Day here on
Sunday. He emphasized need-
ful and judicious use of natural
resources in view of the pres-
ent circumstances.

The seminar was based on
the theme ‘Earth is priceless,
maintain balance with nature’.
According to Akbar there is a
deep connection between
nature and life. According to
him the life safety and future
prosperity depend in environ-
ment protection and conserva-
tion. Underlining the impor-
tance of environment protec-
tion and prevention of pollution
he called for combined partici-
pation in such efforts.

Akbar said that sustainable
development would be possi-
ble through harmony with the

nature. He said that state gov-
ernment was making efforts
for environmental protection.
Environment Minister Akbar
also honored the winning par-
ticipants in the competition
organized by the Chhattisgarh
Environment Conservation
Board.

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, senior MLA and for-
mer minister Satyanaran
Sharma described nature as
our heritage and said that
whole world will have to unite
and make collective efforts to
save it. The keynote speaker
of the program Dr K
Subramaniam said that forests
and environment are a price-
less gift given by nature.

Forests provide a balanced
environment for thousands of
species of animals, he said,
adding that the well being of
all of us lies on its protection
and promotion.

Delivering the welcome
address, Board Secretary RP
Tiwari said that it was social
and moral responsibility of
every citizen to work for pro-
tection of environment. Tiwari
highlighted the work being
done in the field of environ-
mental protection.

Environment Conservation
Board was making efforts
under guidance of the State
Government towards environ-
mental protection, he said,
adding that monitoring sta-

tions are being set up in the
major cities of Chhattisgarh
namely Raipur, Durg-Bhilai,
Korba and Raigarh for continu-
ous ambient air quality meas-
urement. Work is also being
done to establish monitoring
station for continuous meas-
urement of water quality of
five major rivers Mahanadi,
Shivnath, Kharun, Hasdeo and
Kelo rivers.

Establishment of modern
Central Environment
Laboratory at Sector 19 Atal
Nagar, Nava Raipur by
Chhattisgarh Environment
Conservation Board is in
progress. Facility of world-
class testing of various com-
ponents of the environment
will be available in this labora-
tory. 

A presentation on environ-
mental protection was given
by the children of Bharat Mata
English Medium School
through a mime show. A cycle
rally was also organized by the
Board at 6 am which was
flagged off by Parliamentary
Secretary Vikas Upadhyay.
Around 350 school children
and other people participated
in the rally.

Environmental protection necessary for safety of life: Akbar

Kanker, Jun 05: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Sunday reached Badal village
of Kanker assembly con-
stituency as a part of his meet
and greet programme. He in-
spected the Anganwadi centre
and inquired about the status
of schemes being provided to
the mothers and children. The
Chief Minister also inspected

Gothan of Badal village and
asked to take a step ahead to-
wards environmental protec-
tion by planting cashew trees.

Offered prayers at the an-
cient Shiv temple

Chief Minister Baghel of-
fered prayers at the historic
Shiv temple located in Badal
village and wished for the pros-
perity and well-being of the

people of the region, state and
country. Worshipped
‘Chhattisgarh Mahtari’

After reaching the venue,
Chief Minister first worshiped
‘Chhattisgarh Mahtari’
(Mother) and then commenced
his public interaction drive tak-
ing  feedback about the govern-
ment schemes from the local
people.

CM interacts with people in Badal village 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 05: Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh
(JCCJ) demonstrated at
the crossroads near Raj
Bhavan on Sunday to
save forests of Hasdeo.
Demonstrators, led by
JCCJ State President
Amit Jogi, planted
saplings in pots near
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh memorial close to
Rajbhavan. They raised
slogans and appealed to
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi to save Hasdeo.

According to Amit Jogi
the issue of harvesting of
Hasdeo Aranya is very
serious. Not only Hasdeo

Aranya, but the entire
Chhattisgarh has been af-
fected due to the approval
of the felling of the forest
for coal mining, he said,
adding that 350 different
types of animals and
birds are living in
Hasdeo Aranya. Hasdeo
Aranya is also a protect-
ed forest area of tribes
and elephants, he said
and added that the agri-
cultural area of
??Janjgir-Champa dis-
trict is irrigated through
Hasdeo river.

The future of lakhs of
farmers of Chhattisgarh
depends on Hasdeo
Aranya, he said. Amit
Jogi said that if the min-
ing work is not stopped,
then Hasdeo Aranya,
spread over four thou-
sand square kilometers,
will be reduced to only
400 square kilometers.

Jogi said, Amar
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh belonged to the
Gond tribe. In 1857, he

laid down life while fight-
ing British to save the
land and forests of
Chhattisgarh. ‘Today, on
World Environment Day,
we are protesting against
the ongoing illegal min-
ing, illegal forest cutting
and atrocities on Gonds
and other tribals and fu-
ture water shortage for
the farmers of Janjgir
district’, he said.

According to Jogi both
the national parties are
not speaking anything
on this important issue
of Chhattisgarh. Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh
will struggle on this
issue, he said, adding
that in the coming week,
the workers of Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh
will travel in large num-
bers to Hasdeo where
they will join the mas-
sive protest of people.

Hasdeo Aranya is a
rich forest situated be-
tween Korba, Surguja
and Surajpur districts of

Chhattisgarh. Spread
over one lakh 70 thou-
sand hectares, this forest
is known for its biodiver-
sity. The Wildlife
Institute of India’s re-
port for the year 2021
states that there are 10
thousand tribals in this
area. Elephant, leopard,
bear, hyena, 82 types of
birds, rare species of but-
terflies and 167 types of
flora and fauna have
been found.

Rajasthan Rajya
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
has been allotted a coal
mine in this area. For
this 841 hectares of forest
has to be cut. At the same
time, two villages have to
be displaced. Local vil-
lagers are opposing it.
On the night of 26 April,
the administration se-
cretly cut hundreds of
trees. After that the
movement spread all
over the state. Now the
administration has cut
trees again.

Demonstration near Raj Bhavan for Hasdev
JCC-J plants
saplings in pots
near Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh
memorial
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POSITIVE MESSAGE 

Students of Veer Chhatrapati Shivaji English Medium School organised ‘Nukkad-Natak’ to create awareness about
environment and its conservation and likely effect if it is ignored.

Antagarh, Jun 05: 

On the occasion, Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel did
bhoomipujan of 12 works
of Public Health
Engineering Department
worth Rs. 5 crore 80 lakh, 4
works of Water Resources
Department worth Rs. 11
crore 65 lakh, one work of
District Construction
Committee worth Rs. 1
crore 62 lakh, eight works
of Education Department
worth Rs one crore 75
lakhs, 1 work of Women
and Child Development
Department worth Rs 45
lakhs, 3 works of Public
Works Department worth
Rs 8 crores 71 lakhs, 18
works of District Mineral
Trust Institute, Directorate

of Public Instruction
worth Rs 1 crore 46 lakhs.

Besides, Chief Minister
inaugurated 2 works of

Water Resources
Department worth Rs 4
crore 53 lakh, 2 works of
Public Works Department

worth about Rs 11 crore 22
lakhs, 18 works of Public
Works Department worth
Rs 22 crores 49 lakhs, 21
works of Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana worth
Rs 39 crore 5 lakh, one work
for Rural Mechanical
Service worth Rs 14 lakh
and one work worth Rs 25
lakh for Health Department.

In-charge Minister Mrs.
Anila Bhendiya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Mr. Shishupal Sori,
Antagarh MLA Mr. Anoop
Nag, Advisor to the Chief
Minister Mr. Rajesh Tiwari,
District Panchayat
President Mr. Hemant

Dhruv along with public
representatives and senior
officials were present in the
program.

CM unveils 88 devp works
worth Rs 109 cr

p For the people of
Antagarh assembly
constituency

Kanker: It’s not every
day that you get a chance
to witness a scenario
where someone grabs
Chief Minister’s collar,
but rather than taking ac-
tion he bursts out laugh-
ing. It’s not every day that
you get a chance to wit-
ness a scenario where
someone grabs Chief
Minister’s collar, but
rather than taking action
he bursts out laughing.

During his visit to
Anganwadi centre in
Badal village falling
under Kanker assembly
constituency today, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
lifted a lil girl in his arms.
Known for his cheerful
mood and affection to-

wards children, Baghel
burst into laughter when
the child grabbed his col-
lar. “Isne to sidha
Mukhyamantri ka hi col-
lar pakad liye” (She di-
rectly grabbed the collar
of the Chief Minister), he
said jokingly.

Baghel embraced the
baby girl and offered her
chocolates. This gesture
of the Chief Minister
brought a smile to every-
one’s face. Besides, he
also visited the kitchen of
the Anganwadi centre
and inspected the prepa-
ration of hot meals
served to mother and
children.

CM bursts out laughing when a lil girl grabs his collar

p She directly
grabbed the collar
of the CM, he said
jokingly

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, 5th Jun: At the re-
view meeting held today,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel took information
from the officials con-
cerned about the ongoing
works under Water
Resources Department and
Narva program.At the re-

view meeting held today,
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel took infor-
mation from the officials
concerned about the ongo-
ing works under Water
Resources Department and
Narva program.

Baghel gave necessary
instructions regarding the
Narva Development work

in Korar and Phase One of
Charma area. Baghel gave
necessary instructions re-
garding the Narva
Development work in
Korar and Phase -1 of
Charma area. He also re-
viewed the rise in water
level based on the survey of
forest, revenue and water
resources.

CM takes stock of ongoing works under WRD, Narva prog

Jagdalpur , Jun 05: On
occasion of World
Environment Day, people
present, including public
representatives, top offi-
cials of district adminis-
tration, planted saplings
in the programme organ-
ized by the Municipal
Corporation at Jheeram
Memorial Martyr
Memorial (JMMM) locat-
ed at Lalbagh Maidan in
the city. On this occasion
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, Mayor
Safira Sahu, Chairman of
Municipal Corporation
Kavita Sahu, CEO District
Panchayat Rohit Vyas,
Commissioner Municipal
Corporation Prem Patel,
SDM Dinesh Nag and
those present celebrated
Environment Day by
planting saplings.

On this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, while
giving information about
the importance of trees for
conservation and promo-
tion of the environment,
asked them to ensure
measures for protection by
planting saplings. He said
that the availability of life-
giving oxygen is absolute-
ly necessary to save life,
which one gets only from
trees. Therefore, it is the
duty of all of us to plant

more and more trees to
protect and promote them.

Mayor Safira Sahu said
that it is very necessary to
protect the environment
and the trees and plants to
protect the entire
mankind all over the
world. He said that merely
planting trees does not ful-
fill our duties, but we all
have to take up the respon-
sibility of protecting the
trees. On this occasion, the
Chairman of the
Municipal Corporation,
Kavita Sahu, while giving
information about the im-
portance of trees and
plants environment con-
sevation, appealed all the
people to plant more and
more saplings and ensure
its safety.

While congratulating
and wishing the people
present on World
Environment Day, CEO
District Panchayat Rohit
Vyas informed about the
importance of trees to

protect the environment.
He threw light on the dan-
gers of climate change,
global warming, etc., and
gave important informa-
tion regarding the meas-
ures to protect them.

On this occasion, a
painting and essay com-
petition was also organ-
ized by the Education
Department for the school
children of the city. In the
program, attractive and
beautiful pictures based
on environmental protec-
tion were made by school
children. Taking a pledge
to protect the environ-
ment, saplings were also
distributed to the people
present in the program.
Apart from MIC mem-
bers, councilors and pub-
lic representatives of the
Municipal Corporation,
District Education
Officer Bharti Pradhan
and other officers-em-
ployees were present in
the program.

Plantation done in JMMM

Antagarh, Jun 05: The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel visited Podgaon
village of Antagarh con-
stituency where he inter-
acted with the villagers.
The Chief Minister an-
nounced the posting of

Additional Collector and
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
in Antagarh on people’s
demand. He also an-
nounced the construction
of a Tehsil office at
Antagarh.

The Chief Minister an-
nounced the widening of
Antagarh Podgaon to
Temrupani road as well as
upgrading Amabeda
Primary Health Center to

a Community Health cen-
tre. He announced the con-
struction of a model road
from Antagarh Golden
Chowk to the Electricity
Department Office, Gram
Panchayat Bandapal
Boys-Girls Middle School
Ashram, upgrading Sub-
Health Center Bhainsasur
as Primary Health Center,
a new Anganwadi in
Gram Panchayat Bade
Gopal, construction of a

culvert at Gudrapara and
a new building for Higher
Secondary School
Podgaon.

The Chief Minister of-
fered prayers to
‘Chhattisgarh Mahtari’ in
Podgaon. During the dis-
cussion on agriculture, a
farmer named Sonu of
Amabeda put his point in
front of the Chief
Minister. Sonu said after
the implementation of
Rajiv Gandhi Nyay
Yojana we all are getting
a good price for our
crops. Sonu thanked him
for the implementation of
farmer-centric schemes
that have been started by
the present government.
“When I came to know
that you are coming to
our village, I have
brought black rice grown
in my fields for you”, he
added.

Addl. Collector, Addl. SP will be posted in Antagarh: CM
CM in Bhent-
Mulaqat campaign
in Podgaon 

Announcement of
Tehsil Office in
Antagarh

CM said farmer’s
satisfaction is our
top priority

Appeal to make and
use compost
manure for soil fer-
tility

Antagarh, Jun 05:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, who reached
Pakhanjur of Antagarh
Vidhan Sabha for the
meeting, made several im-
portant announcements
like the establishment of
an Agricultural College in
Pakhanjur and giving
tehsil status to Bande. He
also made announcements
to open a  Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School in
Koylibeda and the renova-
tion of Paralkot reservoir.
Along with this, he an-
nounced the construction
of a 4 km road of the vil-
lage Gaurav Path in
Pakhanjur, a sub-health
center and a co-ed ashram
in Kandari, help of
Divyang Nitai Mandal and
a special camp to issue ra-
tion card was announced.

Somen, a youth from
Pakhanjur, told the chief
minister that earlier the
city’s stadium was named
after Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose. Fifteen
years ago it was renamed
after Pandit Shyama
Prasad Mhukerjee. “We
want that it should be re-
named after Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose.”
The crowd present sup-
ported Somen’s idea by

clapping. After this, the
Chief Minister announced
to name the stadium after
Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose.

Somen himself told the
Chief Minister that
Kherkatta Dam has been
built on Paralkot reservoir
in the area but the condi-
tion of the dam is not
good. The dam is in dire
need of repair and restora-
tion. The restoration of

the dam will provide water
and irrigation facilities to
many villages in the area.
Chief Minister Baghel
took an immediate deci-
sion this time and ap-
proved the deepening of
Paralkot reservoir and
renovation of Kherkatta
dam. On this occasion, the
Chief Minister also gar-
landed the statue of
Paralkot Zamindar and
martyr Shri Gaind Singh.
The Chief Minister was
welcomed with the tradi-
tional Halbi folk song
Dhankul. A  traditional
musical instrument called
Todi was presented to him.
In addition, tribal women
presented Kuta
Chivda,Chaar, Nagar
Kanda, Kochai Kanda,
Dang Kanda and Keu
Kanda to the Chief
Minister.

Agriculture College to be open in Pakhanjur, Bande: CM

Keshkal, Jun 05: The
National Highway from
Raipur to Bastar is a very
busy route and it was de-
void of any good food zone,
viewpoints, or resting
spots till now where
tourists could relax and
unwind and continue
their journey after con-
suming hygienic food and
spending some quality
time in the vicinity of nat-
ural beauty. The Limdarha
Midway Resort in
Khalhemurwend is here to
fill this gap. This will be
the first fully equipped
midway resort of
Chhattisgarh, where na-
tional and international
cuisines will be available.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today inaugurated
a one of its kind resort
constructed at a cost of Rs
7 crores. On this occasion,
Kondagaon MLA Mohan
Markam, Keshkal MLA
Santram Netam, Antagarh
MLA Anoop Nag, Advisor
to Chief Minister Rajesh
Tiwari and other public
representatives were also
present. The tourists gath-
ered for the inauguration
ceremony suggested that if
there was a game zone
here, the children will
enjoy traveling here even

more. On the suggestion of
the tourists, the Chief
Minister said that soon a
game zone would also be
developed here.

This resort, built by the
district administration of
Kondagaon, will act as a
refreshment-cum view-
point spot for travelers.
Refreshment and accom-
modation facilities along
with hygienic toilets will
be available here.
Delicious food items from
well-known food chains, as
well as beautiful cottages
with hygienic toilets will
also be available for travel-
ers. Moreover, with the es-
tablishment of this resort,
employment will also be
provided to the local peo-
ple on a large scale. It is
noteworthy that approxi-

mately 200 buses and thou-
sands of cars pass through
this National Highway
every day. Khalhemurvent
is 160 km from Raipur and
140 km from Jagdalpur. So,
this resort will prove to be
a great opportunity for
tourists who can use this
resort as a pit stop for
some time or for an
overnight stay in case of
long journeys. This will be
beneficial for passengers
coming from both sides.

The resort is spread
over 25 acres of land ad-
joining the lush and beau-
tiful Keshkal valley on the
R a i p u r - J a g d a l p u r
National Highway. The re-
sort is built in
Khalemurwend, 160 km
from Raipur and 140 km
from Jagdalpur.

Limdarha Midway Resort will be a
landmark place for tourists: CM

Bhanupratappur, Jun
05: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Saturday inaugurated
and performed
‘Bhoomipujan’ of 106
development works
worth Rs 39.75 crore in
Bhanupratappur.

During his visit to
Bhanupratappur today,
Baghel performed
‘Bhoomipujan’ of 101
development works
worth Rs 30.10 crore
and inauguration of 05
development works
worth Rs 9.64 crore.

This includes
Bhoomipujan of 20 de-
velopment works worth
Rs 13.64 crore of Public
Health Engineering
Department, 02 devel-
opment works worth Rs
4.83 crores of Water
Resources Department,
construction of school
building under
Samagra Shiksha at a
cost of Rs 21.85 lakhs,
02 development works
worth Rs 4.22 crores of

Public Works
Department and 76 de-
velopment works worth
Rs 6.93 crores under the
DMF fund.

Besides, the Chief
Minister inaugurated
02 development works
of Water Resources
Department worth Rs
3.46 crore, 02 develop-
ment works of Public
Works Department
worth Rs 5.71 crore and
operation theatre built
at CHC Durgukondal at
a cost of Rs 46.95 lakh.

In a bid to promote
and preserve the rich
local tribal culture for
future generations, as
many as 23 ‘Ghotuls’
are being built at a cost
of Rs 1.91 crore under
the Bhanupratappur
assembly constituency.
A total of 26 theatres
are being set up at a
cost of Rs 1.30 crores to
provide a platform the
local artists to show-
case their talents. In ad-
dition, food godowns
will be constructed in
14 villages at a cost of
Rs 2.79 crore for the
purpose of ensuring
food security.

CM inaugurates, lays
stone for 106 devp works 
p Worth Rs 39.75

crore in
Bhanupratappur
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Dhamtari, Jun 05: City
investment area is to be re-
organized, in the district
with four villages includ-
ing Demar, Khapri,
Telinsati and Uslapur to be
further added to the invest-
ment zone. It is noteworthy
that the Dhamtari Nagar
investment area is being
reorganized, as earlier the
investment area of
Dhamtari included about 4
thousand 226 hectare area
of 13 surrounding villages
outside the municipal lim-
its.

Now four more villages
will be added to this and ac-
cording to the Urban
Investment Department,
the four villages that are
being added to the invest-
ment area are Demar,
Khapri, Telinsati and
Uslapur, 6 km away from
the city, and with this, the

number of villages in the
investment area will in-
crease to 17.

At present, the Dhamtari
investment area includes
the Municipal Corporation
and the villages outside its
limits Ratnabandha,
Mujhagan, Arjuni,
Sambalpur, Shyamtarai,
Bhatgaon, Rudri,
Sehradbari, Shankardah,
Harfatarai, Kanidbari,
Koliari and Karetha.
Similarly, the investment
area for Kurud includes
Bhathagaon, Rakhi,
Charmuriya, Bhothali,
Kuhakuha, Bharda,
Navagaon, Umda, Charra,
Kanharpuri along with
Kurud. The investment
areas of the city (Sihawa)
are Nagri, Goregaon,
Amali, Sambalpur,
Chhilipara, Bilbhadar,
Dongardula, Hardibhatha,
Bhirras, Sihawa, Sirsida,
Bodsemra, Biranpur,

Mode, Sankara, Churiara,
Chhipi, Devpur. Apart
from this, Magarlod,
Bhainsmundi, Bharda,
Shuklabhatha, Belardona,
Tendubhatha, Sonpari,
Luge, Parswani, Kamraud,
Charbhatha in the invest-
ment area of Magarlod.
Now permission will have
to be taken from the de-
partment for construction
works for any purpose in
these villages.

Collector conducts Janchaupal in Bishnupur
Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jun 05: District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
conducted a Janchaupal in
Gram Panchayat
Bishunpur and discussed
the needs, problems, acces-
sibility of important
schemes of government
with the public.

In the Janchaupal, he re-
viewed in detail the basic
needs of the village, drink-
ing water system, electrici-
ty, resolving revenue cases,
arrangement of
Anganwadi centers, pres-
ence of teachers in the
school and the collector
also inspired the members
of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
to work with the intention
of making the village a bet-
ter model village by
spreading the publicity of
various schemes of the
government.

He encouraged the mem-

bers to identify the govern-
ment land of the village
and construct a pond
through the club. After
meeting the students who
got the highest marks in the
board examinations, the
collector wished them a

bright future. Here it needs
a mention that Subhash
Kumar Saini, a class 12th
student of Government
Higher Secondary School,
Bishnupur, has secured the
highest marks in the school
with 86 percentile and on

being asked by the
Collector, he expressed his
desire to become a bureau-
crat himself. In the same re-
gion, Vidya Rajwade, a stu-
dent of the school, has se-
cured 94 percent marks in
class 10th.
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Dongargarh, Jun 05: The
mixing of sand and soil in
vermi- compost sacks has
once again been caught in
the region. The sacks also
with contents less than the
actual weight, was found in
the Mani Kanchan Center
of Municipal Council
Dongargarh.

This time the matter is of
the Musara Service Co-op-
erative Society (MSCS),
where a crowd of farmers
engaged in buying fertiliz-
er unearthed sacks of
vermi-compost earthworm
manure both adulterated
and less of weight than the
actual facilitated weight
per sack. Each sack
weighed 25 kg to 27 kg, than
the actual 30 kg. In the in-
vestigation conducted by
the farmers with immedi-
ate effect, the compost
sacks were found to be rich
in soil and sand in place of

cow dung and vermi-com-
post. District Co-operative
Central Bank President
Nawaz Khan taking cog-
nizance of the constant

complaint regarding adul-
teration in fertilizers, said
that the farmers will not
tolerate being cheated, and
has urged the District

Collector to take action
against the responsible offi-
cers. Later State
Coordinator of the cooper-
ative cell, Shashikant
Dwivedi, lodged a com-
plaint with the Chief
Executive Officer of the
municipality by registering
an objection and said that
in this way farmers are
being cheated and earlier
too objections were lodged
regarding this matter. He
also alleged of vermi-com-
post or super compost
being supplied to the soci-
eties without lab test re-
port. Meanwhile commit-
tee manager Ganesh
Verma, clarified that the
weight of the sacks were
less than the actual weight
and the sacks were adulter-
ated with mud and
sand.Farmers Chand,
Lalchand, Bisahu Verma,
Pyarelal, Ramesh Kumar,
Khemchand, Manharan,
Manbodh etc. were present.
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Jagdalpur, Jun 05: In 7
districts of Bastar divi-
sion, the guest teachers
are sitting on indefinite
strike against the govern-
ment's promise to the
teachers of Bastar, taking
the faltering education
system on their shoulders
with a low pay-scale due to
the apathy of the local
public representatives.

Bastar Adhikar Mukti
Morcha and JCC (J) justi-
fied the demands of the
striking workers under the
leadership of Bastar
District President Navneet
Chand. Putting the state
government, regional local
public representatives and
departmental responsibili-
ties under the scanner, he
said that even after the
maximum work, the mini-
mum wage should be given
to the state government's
teachers who are support-

ing the faltering education
system in Bastar. It shows
atrocities against them.
Navneet said that the state
government and local pub-
lic representatives should
fulfill their promise to the
teachers of Bastar and reg-
ularize them and fulfill
their legitimate 09-point
demands as per rules.

Navneet Chand said that
while in Bastar, the state
government has constitut-

ed a committee at the dis-
trict level and spent the
amount of DMFT schemes
for the part of Bastar. At
the same time, primary,
secondary, higher second-
ary school teachers of
Bastar, run under the
Ministry of Education of
the Government, are lag-
ging behind due to lack of
facilities and quality. The
government of the entire
state including Bastar is

playing with the future of
the children by depriving
them of their right to
equal education by operat-
ing a dual policy of educa-
tion among the children.

During this, workers in-
cluding Mukti Morcha
and Janata Congress J,
city youth president
Shalend Verma, city gen-
eral secretary Bittu, city
secretary Kundan Patil
were present.
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Jagdalpur, Jun 05: The
party workers of AAP
under leadership of AAP's
District President TS
Bedarkar and Assembly
Speaker Shubham Singh
burnt an effigy of CM
Bhupesh Baghel at
Golbazar Chowk in protest
against the fraudulent lease
of Nagarnar Steel Plant by
his government.

Tarun Sabe said that this
decision of the state gov-
ernment will have far-
reaching impact on the
background of Bastar. The
Nagarnar Steel Plant in
Bastar district was pro-
posed to be privatized by
the central government.
This proposal of privatiza-

tion by the central govern-
ment was opposed by the
general public of Bastar as
well as the state govern-
ment. Now the state govern-
ment has announced to
lease Nagarnar Steel Plant
to NMDC for 99 years,
which is a complete betray-

al of the people of Bastar.
Aam Aadmi Party's
Jagdalpur VS spokesman
Shubham Singh said that
Bhupesh Baghel was visit-
ing Bastar in the past, he
was applauded for his own
work. Direct people were
contacted by holding meet-

ings. But this matter was
not discussed anywhere
and overnight the
Nagarnar plant was given
on lease for 99 years.

He said that Nagarnar
Steel Plant is linked to liveli-
hood and employment of
the residents of Bastar. Now
by giving it on lease, the
government will be able to
fulfill its promise of giving
employment to the unem-
ployed, land owners their
rights. During this, mainly
vidhaanasabha sachiv
Vivek Paandey, sangathan
mantree Aaratee
Patanaayak, shosal meediya
adhyaksh Dheeraj Jain,
Phuldas kashyap, saavitree
banjaare, chaand Rao,
Mangalsay Yadav, Krishna
Yadav etc. were present.

Businessman kills mother,
attacks brother & sister

before committing suicide
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 05 (PTI):
A 32-year-old business-
man, who was apparently
upset over his financial
losses, allegedly murdered
his mother and also tried
to kill his brother and sis-
ter before committing sui-
cide in Chhattisgarh's
Bastar district, police said
on Sunday.

The incident took place
on Saturday night in
Arapur Basti under
Tokapal block, Additional
Superintendent of Police
O P Sharma said.

The man, identified as
Surendra Kutch, was the
son of a retired Sales Tax
officer and was also the
relative of a former

Congress MLA. As per
preliminary investigation,
the man was upset due to
his business losses, the of-
ficial said.

He allegedly killed his
mother Radhika (75) with
a sharp-edged weapon and
also attacked his brother
and sister before commit-
ting suicide, the police
said, without specifying
more details.

His siblings suffered in-
juries in the attack and are
undergoing treatment in a
hospital here, he
said.After being alerted,
police along with a foren-
sic team rushed to the
spot, the official said. The
police have registered a
case and are conducting a
probe into it, he added.
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FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  JJuunn  0055::  A massive
cycle rally was organized here
on the occasion of World Cycle
Day in Phanikeshwar Nath
Government College, in which
all the students of the college
enthusiastically participated. 

The students of Fit India and
Red Cross had major participa-
tion, and the students present-
ed a unique example of cycling
and kept raising slogans
demonstrating health aware-
ness enroute. Principal of the
institution, Dr. Sunita Satsangi,
interacted with the children in
a virtual meeting and gave

blessings for the rally. 
It should be known that the

work of NAAC is progressing
continuously in the college,
and in this episode, this rally
assumes special importance.
Majorly among the students
present here were, Nagendra
Sahu, Anant Soni, Rakesh
Dahre etc who led this rally
and the rally saw full coopera-
tion of the health and police
department too. In-charge Ms.
Priyanka Sonwani and all the
staff were prominently pres-
ent, in which Heera Singh and
Tej Ram and other ground staff
played an important role in
making the program a success.

50 yrs old dilapidated primary
school building demolished

Central Chronicle News

Pandariya, June 05: The
primary school building of
Gram Panchayat Mahli of
Pandariya-block, which
was approximately 50
years old and in a dilapi-
dated condition, was de-
molished by the orders of
SDM, under the observa-
tion of the Gram
Sarpanch.

It should be known that
Gram Panchayat Mahli
comes under Mahali
Rurban, and proposal for
new building and further
approval had been given by

Gram Panchayat to Janpad
Panchayat Pandriya long
back, but the approval of
the building was not done
by Janpad and Zilla
Panchayat.

Panchayat Mahli is a big
gram panchayat of
Pandariya development
block, situated just 7 km
away from the block head-
quarter located on the na-
tional highway.

With the new academic
session going to start from
June 16, the parents have
raised their concern about
the setback the children
are going to receive if a

proper school building is
not allotted to them.

The Parents have de-
manded the government
and administration to ap-
prove the new building
and the construction work
should be completed soon,
so that the children can
continue their education
smoothly.

According to Head read-
er Pawan Pathak the infor-
mation has been sent to
the departmental officers
and information regarding
the new building will be
provided/approved at the
administrative level.

Mass plantation drive marks 
World Environment day

Central Chronicle News

Lara, Jun 05: On World
Environment Day 2022 a
mass tree plantation drive
was organized by NTPC
Lara station to spread the
message of save our envi-

ronment. JSS Murty, GM
(O&M) along with SK Jha,
GM (Project), Akhilesh
Singh, GM
(Maintenance), Rajeev
Ranjan, GM (FM),
Kanhaiya Das, AGM (HR),
representative of union
and association planted
saplings at plant premis-
es. JSS Murty, GM (O&M)

administered the environ-
ment protection pledge to
all participants.

It is pertinent to men-
tion that from 31st May
2022, Lara station is cele-
brating Environment
Week. During this week
plantation drive and
awareness generation ac-
tivities were organized to

sensitize employees,
house wives and children
for protection of our envi-
ronment. Besides, appeal
of Diwakar Kaushik,
CGM (Lara) is being
broadcasting in FM chan-
nel for sensitization of
general public.

The commencement of
Environment week

marked with inaugura-
tion of Miyawaki
Plantation drive at
Maitree Nagar township.
This year theme of World
Environment Day is
"Only One Earth" it
means earth is the only
planet of this universe
which is suitable for liv-
ing, hence we should pro-
tect this. Now a days envi-
ronment protection is a
buzz word, it means
everybody is thinking
about this. To sensitize
public NTPC Lara takes
various measures for en-
vironment protection.
Sapling plantation by
Miyawaki technology has
been started, sensitization
of local public is being
done by organizing draw-
ing and painting competi-
tion for the students of
Girl Empowerment
Mission.

p At NTPC Lara
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AAP burns CM’s effigy to protest 
against leasing out steel plant

Bicycle rally organized
on World Cycle Day

JCC (J) supports striking guest teachers Adulterated vermi-compost found in MSCS

Free training
imparted for 

competitive exams
Jagdalpur, Jun 05:
Teaching cum Guidance
Center Adawal Jagdalpur is
providing training to the ap-
plicants of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes of
Bastar district for free com-
puter skill test for
Chhattisgarh State Power
Holding Company Limited
(CSPHC), Vyapam and other
competitive examinations.
Candidates appearing in any
competitive examination and
examinations conducted for
the post of Assistant Grade-
03 and Data Anti Operator
can take advantage of this
training. The District
Employment Officer said
that the candidates willing to
participate in this training
can contact the Teaching
cum Guidance Center locat-
ed in the District
Employment Office premises
at Adawal Jagdalpur be-
tween 10 am to 5 pm.

City investment area to be reorganized

What officer says:
The Dhamtari invest-

ment area is being re-
structured. In this, four
villages Demar, Khapri
Telinasati, and Uslapur
will be connected. For
this, publication will be
done this month. Lalita
Dhurve, Assistant
Director, Nagar Gram
Nivesh.

FISHING BANNED

Boats stand parked on the shore in anticipation of rains, in Mangaluru, Sunday, June 5, 2022. The annual deep sea
fishing ban of the Karnataka government has come into force from June 1, and will stay till July 31.

CHIPKO ANDOLAN

NCP workers take part in Chipko Andolan to save 400 trees to be cut by NMMC for a
proposed flyover project, on World Environment Day, in Navi Mumbai on Sunday.

BJP’s denouncement of insult of
any religious personality aimed

at intl audience: Omar 
Srinagar, Jun 05 (PTI): 

NC vice-president
Omar Abdullah on
Sunday said the BJP
“suddenly waking up” to
denounce the insult of
any religious personality
has nothing to do with
having “offended” the
sentiments of Muslims
in the country but is
aimed at an internation-
al audience.

The National
Conference leader’s re-
marks came after the
BJP, seeking to defuse a
row over allegedly con-
troversial remarks made
by its spokesperson
Nupur Sharma against
Prophet Mohammed,
said it respects all reli-
gions and strongly de-
nounces insult of any
religious personality.

“There is a context to
the BJP suddenly wak-

ing up to denounce “in-
sult to any religious per-
sonalities of any reli-
gion” and it has nothing
to do with having offend-
ed the sentiments of
lakhs of Muslims in
India. This apology of a
statement is aimed at an
international audi-
ence,” Abdullah said in
a tweet.

In a statement, BJP
general secretary Arun
Singh said the party is
strongly against any ide-
ology which insults or
demeans any sect or re-
ligion.

The statement, howev-
er, made no direct men-
tion of any incident or
comment.

Later, the BJP suspend-
ed Nupur Sharma from
the party.

A communication to
her from the party’s dis-
ciplinary committee said

she has expressed views
contrary to the party’s
position on various mat-
ters, which is in clear vio-
lation of its constitution.

Sharma’s remarks in a
news debate triggered
protests by Muslim
groups.

The BJP also expelled
Naveen Kumar Jindal,
who heads its Delhi
media cell, from the
party, saying that his
views on social media vi-
tiate communal harmo-
ny and are in violation
of its fundamental be-
liefs. On Sharma’s sus-
pension and Jindal’s ex-
pulsion from the BJP,
Abdullah said, “The re-
action in the Arab world
must have really stung”.

Jindal said his re-
marks were not aimed
at hurting the religious
sentiments of any com-
munity.
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Ban of single-use plastic
i Chandigarh: The

Punjab government
on Sunday announced
to impose a ban on
single-use plastic from
July. During a virtual
state-level function to
mark World
Environment Day
2022, Secretary,
Science, Technology
and Environment
Rahul Tewari an-
nounced the decision
of the state govern-
ment for environment
protection. He said
the ban on single-use
plastic will be im-
posed from July to
make Punjab greener
and healthier.

Arrested 
i Ballia: The police on

Sunday arrested a
youth on charges of
abducting and raping
a 24-year-old married
woman, officials said.
Accused Chandan
Pandey, 27, who stays
in Gadwar police sta-
tion area, allegedly
kidnapped the 24-year-
old woman from her
in-laws’ house located
in Bansdih Road po-
lice station limits on
May 17 and raped her,
Bansdih Station
House Officer Raj
Kumar Singh said. A
case was registered
against him on May
23. He was arrested
from a hotel in
Parikhra village,
Singh said.

Suicide 
i Kota: A 25-year-old

man and a 17-year-old
girl, likely to be in a
relationship, allegedly
committed suicide by
jumping before a mov-
ing train near Lakheri
railway station in
Bundi district early
Sunday morning, po-
lice said. The man
was identified as
Kamal Jangid alias
Kanku, a resident of
Maliyon Ka Mohalla
in Lakheri town, they
said, adding that
minor girl was also
from the same locality.

Gehlot appeals
i Jaipur: Rajasthan

Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot on Sunday ex-
pressed concern over
rising number of
coronavirus cases in
the country and the
world, and appealed to
people to take ade-
quate steps to curb its
spread. “Covid cases
are on the rise in
many countries, in-
cluding the United
States of America,
Australia, Germany,
India. Last day, more
than 2,500 cases were
reported and 15 people
died due to the disease
in India. It has been
seen that people are
no longer serious
about the disease,” he
said in a tweet in
Hindi.

New Delhi, Jun 05 (PTI): 

After the BJP acted
against its leaders Nupur
Sharma and Naveen
Kumar Jindal for their al-
leged derogatory remarks
against Prophet
Muhammad, its minority
cell head Jamal Siddiqui
on Sunday said the action
showed the “actual face”
of the party and sent a
message to the rank and
file that no one would be
allowed to violate Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
mantra of ‘sabka saath,
sabka vikas’.

The BJP on Sunday sus-
pended its national
spokesperson Sharma and
expelled its Delhi media
head Jindal.

Amid protests by
Muslim groups over their
remarks, the party also is-
sued a statement aimed at
assuaging the concerns of
minorities and distancing
itself from these mem-
bers, asserting that it re-
spects all religions and
strongly denounces the in-
sult of any religious per-
sonality.

“This (action) shows the
actual face of the
BJP...which believes in the
motto of ‘sabka saath,
sabka vikas’ (With all, de-
velopment for all). Prime
Minister Modi has initiat-
ed a culture of develop-

mental politics in the
country,” Siddqui told PTI
when asked about the ac-
tion against the party
spokespersons.

At the same time, he
said, members of Muslim
and all other communities
should understand that
the BJP doesn’t differenti-
ate between people on the
basis of religion and caste.

“BJP respects all reli-
gions and believes in
bringing all people togeth-
er. But attempts are al-
ways being made to por-
tray a false picture of the
party,” Siddqui said.

Underlining that the
BJP not only believes but
also practises the motto of
‘sabka saath, sabka vikas’,
he said, “Today’s decision
shows this and it is a les-

son for all that the party
will not let anyone, even
those inside the party, to
work against this princi-
ple.”

Before cracking the
whip on the two members,
the party also issued a
statement underscoring
its respect for all religions
and their revered figures.

Party general secretary
Arun Singh said in the
statement that the party is
strongly against any ideol-
ogy which insults or de-
means any sect or reli-
gion.

The BJP does not pro-
mote such people or phi-
losophy, he said.

The BJP statement,
however, made no direct
mention of any incident
or comment.

It shows ‘actual face’ of BJP: Siddiqui
After party acts

against Nupur

Sharma, Jindal

Modi has weakened environmental

laws in India: Ramesh

New Delhi, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on
Sunday accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
of hypocrisy and alleged
that while he has weak-
ened all environmental
and forest laws in India,
he is posing as an eco-
champion on the world
stage.

Ramesh said this as the
prime minister is set to
launch the “LiFE
(Lifestyle for the
Environment)” initiative
on World Environment
Day.

“Today is World
Environment Day, cele-
brated since 1973.
Vishguru is launching
LiFE (Lifestyle for
Environment). This is

maximum hypocrisy,
since he’s weakening all
environmental and forest
laws, regulations and in-
stitutions at home, while
posing to be an eco-cham-
pion on world stage!” the
former Union minister
wrote on Twitter.

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera also hit out
at the prime minister, say-
ing “his understanding of
climate change came out
clearly when he loudly
proclaimed, ‘There is no
climate change but only
‘our tolerance and habits’
have changed”.

In a tweet on Saturday,
Modi said, “Tomorrow, 5th
June is marked as
#WorldEnvironmentDay.

At 6 PM, the LiFE global
movement will be
launched. This movement
seeks to encourage prac-
tices that further sustain-
able living and environ-
mentally friendly develop-
ment.” PTI SKC

p Posing as 
eco-champion 
on world stage

New Delhi, Jun 5 (PTI) 

Union minister Kiren
Rijiju on Sunday alleged
the Aam Aadmi Party
was insulting officials
working in the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs and
claimed according to
the ruling party in
Delhi, no one should
work in the ministry.

In a tweet, the minis-
ter shared a short video
in which AAP leader
Raghav Chadha is pur-
portedly telling an inter-
viewer that ‘babus’ (bu-
reaucrats) cannot be re-
moved from service and
the government can
only transfer or post
them to different de-
partments.

The good ones can be

rewarded with good
postings such as health
secretary or home sec-
retary. If a bureaucrat is
not doing a good job, he
would be sent to say,
tribal affairs, on a pun-
ishment posting,
Chadha said in the
video.

But the entire context
of the AAP leader’s re-
marks was not avail-
able. “According to
Arvind Kejriwal’s AAP,
no one should work in
Tribal Affairs Ministry.
I appeal all the officers
and staff to keep work-
ing for the tribals of our
country,” Rijiju wrote
on Twitter.

Switching to Hindi,
the law minister urged
officials of the ministry
to “ignore the insult to
their services by
Kejriwal’s team as we
salute your contribu-
tion”.

AAP insulting officials working
in tribal affairs ministry

Claims Union

Minister Kiren Rijiju 

Itanagar, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Urging people to work for
protection of environment,
Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu on
Sunday called for immedi-
ate attention to deal with
climate change, loss of bio-
diversity and pollution. He
also appealed to citizens to
cooperate with authorities
to tackle the environmental
issues through low carbon
mobility, waste and plastics
management and local sus-
tainability.

“Three planet emergen-
cies - climate change, biodi-
versity and nature loss and
pollution and waste - cry
for immediate attention.
O n
#WorldEnvironmentDay I
call upon citizens to join
hands to tackle them
through low carbon mobili-
ty; waste and plastics
Mngmt & local sustainabil-
ity,” Khandu wrote on

Twitter. On the occasion of
World Environment Day, he
planted a sapling and ap-
pealed to all to do their best
to “protect and preserve
natural heritage of
Arunachal Pradesh”.

“Our mother nature
nourishes us and helps in
our well-being at every
point and the responsibili-
ty of saving her lies on all
of us...No better pleasure
than nurturing Mother
Earth and doing our own
very tiny bits to add to her
beauty & plenty,” he said on
the microblogging site.

World Environment Day
is celebrated on June 5
every year. Governor Brig
(Retd) Dr B D Mishra along
with his wife Neelam Misra
participated in an event
with the children of Oju
Mission School at
Naharlagun near here. The
governor planted a sapling
on the school campus and
said that there is a need for

a change of mindset to-
wards nature for the per-
fect balance between ecolo-
gy and development.

“Every citizen must im-
bibe the mantra to leave
this planet in a better state
and shape than what he or
she has inherited from
one’s forebears by wisely
ensuring a cleaner, greener
and nature compatible
lifestyle,” he said.

Mishra appealed to the
people of the state, espe-
cially the students and
youth, to plant as many
saplings as possible to
make Arunachal Pradesh a
better place for the posteri-
ty to live. Pained to learn
that the intake capacity of
the institute has been re-
duced due to lack of infra-
structure, the governor as-
sured the school authori-
ties of trying to get them a
hostel block through
Corporate Social
Responsibility fund.

Khandu focuses on local 
sustainability, low-carbon mobility 

Sustainable development

possible only if environment

is preserved: Maha CM

Mumbai, Jun 05 (PTI):
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Sunday
said sustainable develop-
ment was possible only if
the environment was pro-
tected and preserved.

Speaking at a function
to mark World
Environment Day,
Thackeray said climate
change was causing natu-
ral calamities, adding
that united efforts were
necessary to protect and
preserve the environ-
ment.

“Development is a
must, but not at the cost of
environment damage. In
the last few years, there is
more rain in less number
of days and the incidents
of landslides are also ris-
ing,” he pointed out.

Every stakeholder was
important in preserving
the environment and if
united efforts were taken,
any initiative for environ-
ment protection would be
a success, he added.

Kolkata, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Actor-turned-TMC MP
Deepak Adhikari, better
known as Dev, on Sunday
stood by the police and the
administration, amid op-
position’s allegations of
crowd mismanagement at
singer KK’s concert, stat-
ing that such instances are
witnessed at political ral-
lies too.

Singer KK died of car-
diac arrest on May 31
shortly after his power-
packed performance at the
Nazrul Manch concert
here.

The TMC MP said that it
is “out of love for the
artiste” that people come
to attend his or her pro-
gramme in large numbers.

“If the police has to
count the number of atten-
dees every time, they will
have to stop all rallies too,
and not just the musical
soirees,” Dev told re-
porters on the sidelines of
a programme here.

He also pointed out that
COVID-19 restrictions on
people count were not ad-
hered too at political
events even when the pan-
demic was at its peak.

“Whether it was ours or
of others, we have seen
lakhs of people attending
rallies,” he said, adding
that “if that is right then
calling out this pro-
gramme alone is uncalled
for.”

Opposition BJP,
Congress and CPI(M) had
been criticising the ad-
ministration for alleged
mismanagement during
the soiree at Nazrul
Manch, with several lead-
ers claiming that number
of attendees had far ex-
ceeded the capacity of the
auditorium.

Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar had said on
Saturday that there was
“complete failure” on the
part of those who were
supposed to control the
crowd.

TMC MP comes out
in support of cops 

Raj Guv presses for nature
conservation policies 

Jaipur, Jun 05 (PTI):
Rajasthan Governor
Kalraj Mishra on
Sunday stressed upon
the formulation of envi-
ronment-friendly poli-
cies based on the vision
of ‘Sanatan Bharat’ to
conserve nature in order
to promote a balanced
development.

He said that the
‘Sanatan Bharat’ culture
gives importance to the
five elements of nature
earth, water, fire, air and
sky and hence it has a
scientific basis to main-
tain ecological balance.

Mishra was address-
ing a programme organ-
ised by Brahma Kumari
Sansthan under the
‘Kalp Taru’ campaign at
Gyan Sarovar in Mount
Abu on the occasion of
World Environment Day.

He said scientific de-
velopment is meaningful
as long as it does not ad-
versely impact the envi-
ronment. “It is necessary
that we live in harmony
with nature,” he added.

Guwahati, Jun 05 (PTI): 

A day after threatening
to file a criminal defama-
tion case against the
Delhi deputy CM over al-
legations of corruption in
procurement of PPE kits,
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
Sunday claimed that his
counterpart in the nation-
al capital offered to buy
the medical equipment
without floating any ten-
der back in 2020.

Sarma tagged an old
tweet by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
in which he urged BJP
MP Gautam Gambhir to
arrange for PPE kits from
anywhere “immediately”,
after the former India

cricketer had pledged a
total of Rs 1 crore from
his MP LAD fund for pro-
curement of medical
equipment.

“Delhi CM suo moto of-
fered to buy PPE kits from
anywhere without tender.
Why?” Sarma tweeted.

“Does his Deputy CM
think the CM is corrupt as
he asked someone to
arrange PPE kits from
somewhere immediately,
and said that Delhi Govt
will buy them? No refer-
ence to any tender etc
AAP leaders chose to con-
tradict each other rather
than fighting a crisis.
People of Delhi are pay-
ing the price for this, he
added.

Sarma also sought to

defend his wife Riniki
Bhuyan Sarma, who has
been facing accusations
amid an alleged PPE kit
scam, asserting that her
action can be termed as
“humanity” as she had
tried to help the state by
“contributing” in the
fight against COVID-19 in
2020.

“The company in ques-
tion wrote to Assam’s
NHM stating that supply
of around 1,500 PPE kits
for Covid warriors must
be treated as CSR contri-
bution and hence, not a
single rupee must be paid
by Govt,” he said, refer-
ring to his wife’s company.

Sarma uploaded a letter
purportedly written by a
person named Utpal

Baruah, of JCB
Industries, owned by the
CM’s wife, to the Mission
Director of National
Health Mission (NHM),
Assam, in March 2020.

The letter claimed that
it had donated 1,485 PPE
kits to the NHM.

“Assam NHM duly ac-
knowledged the same.
Manish bhai (Delhi
Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia), this is not cor-
ruption, it’s humanity. My
wife hasn’t committed a
crime, she tried to help
Assam at the time of its
biggest crisis,” Sarma
said.

“Throwing muck at oth-
ers will not be accepted.
You will face legal conse-
quences,” he said.

Kejriwal planned to purchase PPE kits
without tender in 2020: Assam CM
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BRIEF
Death sentence 

Monroe (US): A
North Carolina man
has been sentenced to
death for the 2019 mur-
der of his teenage
daughter, according to
the local prosecutor’s
office. The Union
County District
Attorney’s Office said
in a news release
Friday that a jury
handed the sentence
down after about three
hours of deliberations
following the three-
week trial of 35-year-
old Joshua Lee
Burgess. Burgess
killed his 15-year-old
daughter, Zaria, after
psychologically and
sexually torturing her
for 22 hours,” the news
release said. “This was
truly an especially
heinous, atrocious,
and cruel killing of an
innocent child. This
case was emotionally
taxing for everyone in-
volved.

Philadelphia shooting
Philadelphia (US):
Three people have
died and at least 11
other people were
wounded in a shooting
late Saturday night in
Philadelphia, authori-
ties said. Police offi-
cers were patrolling
the area on South
Street in downtown
Philadelphia when
they heard multiple
gunshots and wit-
nessed several sus-
pects firing into a
large crowd just before
midnight, Police
Inspector D. F. Pace
said during a news
conference. An officer
shot at one of the sus-
pects from about 30
feet (9 meters) away,
but it is unclear if the
suspect was hit, Pace
said. You can imagine
there were hundreds
of individuals just en-
joying South Street, as
they do every single
weekend, when this
shooting broke out,
Pace said.

Defence spending
Islamabad: Pakistan’s
armed forces are likely
to be allocated Rs 1.4
trillion (USD 7.6 bil-
lion) in the budget for
the next fiscal year,
about Rs 83 billion
higher than the cur-
rent year, a media re-
port said on Sunday.
Defence spending often
comes under scrutiny
at the time of the
annou nce ment of the
annual budget when al-
locati ons for various
sectors are earmarked.
The allocation of Rs
1.453 trillion (USD 7.6
billion) would be about
Rs 83 billion higher
than the outgoing
year’s allocation of Rs
1.37 trillion, an in-
crease of almost six
per cent, the Dawn
newspaper reported.
The increased amount,
defence sources say,
will be consumed most-
ly by the allocation for
employees-related ex-
penses, salaries and al-
lowances of service-
men.

Church attack
Abuja: Gunmen
opened fire on wor-
shippers at a Catholic
church in southwest-
ern Nigeria on Sunday
and also detonated ex-
plosives, a state law-
maker said. Dozens
were feared dead in-
cluding children.
Ogunmolasuyi
Oluwole said the at-
tackers targeted the St.
Francis Catholic
Church in Ondo state
just as the worshippers
gathered on Pentecost
Sunday. Among the
dead were many chil-
dren, said Oluwole,
who visited the scene
and also the hospital
where many of the
wounded were being
treated.

Seoul (South Korea), Jun 05: 

North Korea test-fired a
barrage of short-range
ballistic missiles from
multiple locations toward
the sea on Sunday, South
Korea’s military said, ex-
tending a provocative
streak in weapons demon-
strations this year that US
and South Korean officials
say may culminate with a
nuclear test explosion.
Possibly setting a single-
day record for North
Korean ballistic launches,
eight missiles were fired
in succession over 35 min-
utes from at least four dif-
ferent locations, including
from western and eastern
coastal areas and two in-
land areas north of and
near the capital
Pyongyang, South Korea’s
Joint Chiefs of Staff said.
It said the missiles flew 110
to 670 kilometres at maxi-
mum altitudes of 25 to 80
kilometres. Hours later,
Japan and the US conduct-
ed a joint ballistic missile
exercise aimed at showing

their rapid response capa-
bility” and strong determi-
nation to counter threats,
Japan’s Defence Ministry
said in a statement. South
Korean Joint Chiefs of
Staff Chairman Gen. Won
In-Choul held a video con-
ference with Gen. Paul
LaCamera, an American
general who heads the
South Korea-US combined

forces command in Seoul,
and they reaffirmed the al-
lies’ joint defense posture,
according to the military
in Seoul.

Sung Kim, US President
Joe Biden’s special envoy
for North Korea, also dis-
cussed the launches with
South Korean officials
while on a visit to Seoul.
They expressed deep re-

gret that North Korea was
continuing weapons devel-
opment despite grappling
with a COVID-19 outbreak
at home, Seoul’s Foreign
Ministry said. Japanese
Defence Minister Nobuo
Kishi said none of the mis-
siles fell inside Japan’s ex-
clusive economic zone.
The launches came a day
after the US aircraft carri-
er Ronald Reagan conclud-
ed a three-day naval drill
with South Korea in the
Philippine Sea, apparently
their first joint drill in-
volving a carrier since
November 2017, as the
countries move to upgrade
their defense exercises in
the face of North Korean
threats. North Korea has
long condemned the allies’
combined military exer-
cises as invasion re-
hearsals and often coun-
tered with its own missile
drills, including short-
range launches in 2016 and
2017 that simulated nu-
clear attacks on South
Korean ports and US mili-
tary facilities in Japan.

North Korea test-fires salvo
of short-range missiles

People watch a TV screen showing a news program re-
porting about North Koreas missile launch with file image,
at a train station in Seoul, South Korea, Sunday, June 5,
2022. North Korea test-fired a salvo of multiple short-range
ballistic missiles toward the sea on Sunday, South Koreas
military said

Kathmandu, Jun 05:  

Nepal has started export-
ing an additional 144 MW of
electricity generated by its
Kaligandaki hydropower
plant to India through its
power exchange market.
Buoyed by continuous rain-
fall this year, the
Himalayan nation is export-
ing surplus electricity to
India through its power ex-
change market for the sec-
ond consecutive year, ac-
cording to the Nepal
Electricity Authority
(NEA), the state-owned
power utility body. The av-
erage rate of selling elec-
tricity was around Rs 7, ac-
cording to Pradeep Thike,
Deputy Chief of the Nepal
Electricity Authority.

The NEA started export-
ing the additional electrici-
ty generated by its
Kaligandaki hydropower
plant to India from
Saturday midnight. The
electricity is being exported
to India under the Nepal-
India power exchange
agreement, Thike said.

The NEA earlier started
selling 37.7 MW electricity
generated by its 24 MW

Trishuli and 15 MW
Devighat power plants from
Wednesday midnight after
the Himalayan nation’s
power plants started gener-
ating surplus energy.

After the addition of elec-
tricity generated from 144
MW Kaligandaki
Hydropower Project, Nepal
will be selling a total of 178
MW electricity to India
through India Energy
Exchange Limited (IEX),
said Thike. On April 6,
India allowed the NEA to
sell additional 325 MW of
electricity generated from
four hydel projects Kali
Gandaki (144MW), Middle
Marsyangdi (70MW), and
Marsyangdi (69MW) all de-
veloped by the NEA, and
Likhu 4 Hydropower
Project with 52.4MW capac-
ity, developed by the private
sector. This is the second
year in a row that the
Himalayan nation is selling
electricity to India through
its exchange market. With
the onset of monsoons, hy-
dropower plants in Nepal
have been producing excess
electricity from the elevat-
ed water levels in the
Himalayan rivers. Last

month, it had invited bids
from Indian companies to
sell its 200 MW surplus en-
ergy in the upcoming mon-
soon season under a long-
term power purchase agree-
ment. During the recent
visit of Nepal Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba to India, Nepal had
received approval from the
Indian side to export up to
364 MW of electricity to the
Indian energy market. The
IEX under India’s Power
Ministry had granted the
NEA permission to supply
additional 326 MW to be
traded in the Indian power-
exchange market. Nepal
will be able to export elec-
tricity to India till mid-
November, and based on the
existing arrangements, it
can earn up to 14 billion
Nepali Rupees from the
Indian market over the next
five-and-half month period,
according to the NEA offi-
cials. Nepal became energy
surplus ever since the 456
MW Upper Tamakoshi
Hydropower Project came
into full operation in
August last year, the
Himalayan Times report
said in November last year.

Nepal starts exporting additional
144 MW electricity to India

Dhaka, Jun 05: 

At least 43 people were
killed and over 450 injured
in a massive fire caused by
an explosion that swept
through a private chemi-
cal container depot in
southeastern Bangladesh,
officials said on Sunday.
On Saturday night, the fire
broke out at BM Container
Depot in the Kadamrasul
area in Sitakunda Upazila
in Chittagong.

So far 43 dead bodies
have been brought to the
morgue, Sitakunda
Shahadat Hossain, a sen-
ior government official,
was quoted as saying by
the Dhaka Tribune. Over
450 people have been in-
jured in this incident of
which, at least 350 are at
state-run Chattagram
Medical College Hospital
(CMCH),” Istakul Islam,
chief of the Health &
Service Department at
Red Crescent Youth
Chittagong was quoted as
saying by the Dhaka

Tribune. “The death toll
could be more at other hos-
pitals, Islam said.
Meanwhile, Chattogram
Divisional Commissioner
(DC) Ashraf Uddin fur-
ther said that families of
the deceased are being
given USD 560 (Taka
50,000) by the DC office.
Meanwhile, USD 224 (Taka
20,000) is being given to the

families of the injured, the
Daily Star reported.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina mourned the death
of people and ordered the
mobilisation of all facili-
ties for the salvage cam-
paign. Officials formed a
high-powered investiga-
tion committee demand-
ing it to submit a report in
the next three days.

43 killed in fire at Bangladesh
chemical container depot: report

A fire rages at the BM Inland Container Depot, a Dutch-
Bangladesh joint venture, in Chittagong, 216 kilometers
(134 miles) southeast of capital, Dhaka, Bangladesh, early
Sunday, June 5, 2022. 

Lahore, Jun 05: 

Amid an acute power cri-
sis plaguing Pakistan,
Prime Minis ter Shehbaz
Sharif has dire cted au-
thorities to prepare an
emergency plan to reduce
electricity load-shedding in
the country within the next
24 hours, according to
media reports on Sunday.
The load shedding in vari-
ous parts of the country
has been creating problems
for citizens — particularly
the business community.
Prime Minister Sharif took
stock of the situation in de-
tail on Saturday during a 5-
hour long meeting where
he was briefed on the hur-
dles in providing electricity
to domestic and commer-
cial consumers,
Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb said.
Sharif tasked a committee
comprising ministers for
Energy, Petroleum, and
Finance to present an ac-
tionable plan pronto. He

also pledged that effective
implementation of the plan
to gradually reduce load-
shedding would be en-
sured, state-run APP news
agency said.

The meeting attended by
federal ministers and high-
level officials, discussed the
hours-long load shedding
in various parts of the
country that has left citi-
zens suffering soaring high
temperatures, Dawn news-
paper reported.

The meeting reviewed
the loadshedding situation
and stressed measures to
reduce the electricity short-
fall in the country.

Pakistan PM Shehbaz seeks emergency
plan to cut load shedding

Paris, Jun 05: 

Fierce thunderstorms
and hailstorms around
France left one woman
dead and 14 people in-
jured, ravaged vineyards
and delayed flights.
Lightning hit the Eiffel
Tower, without causing
damage, and set roofs on
fire east of Paris, accord-
ing to local authorities.
Residents of southwest
France posted photos on-
line of hail the size of
tennis balls, and drivers
in the Paris region
shared images of flooded
highways and daytime
skies blackened by thun-
der clouds.

Thousands of house-
holds remained without
electricity Sunday after
the storms struck across
France on Saturday, ac-
cording to utility Enedis.
Flights out of Paris’ Orly
Airport were temporari-
ly suspended Saturday,
and there were delays at

Charles de Gaulle
Airport. A woman swept
away by flooding was
found dead under a car in
the historic Normandy
city of Rouen, Interior
Minister Gerald
Darmanin tweeted. The
circumstances of the
death were unclear.

In the Loire Valley,
thousands of young peo-
ple who were taking part
in a huge scout gathering
had to take refuge in the
Chateau of Chambord as
hail, thunder and light-
ning pounded the area.
The chateau director told
public broadcaster
France-Info that some
children were treated for
signs of hypothermia but
no serious injuries were
reported.

Rains also lashed
Normandy beaches as
veterans and others gath-
ered for the 78th anniver-
sary of the World War II
D-Day invasion against
the Nazis.

Lightning, hail, floods lash
France, leaving 1 dead, damage

Doha, Jun 05:

Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu on
Sunday met Qatar’s Prime
Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Khalid
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz
Al Thani here and the two
leaders held delegation
level talks and reviewed
bilateral relations includ-
ing trade, investment, eco-
nomic and security coop-
eration. Naidu, who
reached here on the last
leg of his three-nation
tour from May 30 to June
7, was accorded a ceremo-
nial reception and a Guard
of Honour at the Doha air-
port on Saturday. He was
also welcomed by the

Indian community upon
his arrival.

His visit to Qatar is tak-
ing place as both sides pre-
pare to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic re-
lations. Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
Spokesperson Arindam

Bagchi on Sunday said
that Vice President Naidu
and Qatar Prime Minister
Abdulaziz Al Thani held
delegation level talks.

PM & Minister of
Interior of Qatar, Sheikh
Khalid bin Khalifa bin
Abdulaziz Al Thani re-
ceived VP

@MVenkaiahNaidu at
Amiri Diwan in Doha.
Both sides held delegation
level talks & reviewed bi-
lateral relations including
trade, investment, eco-
nomic & security coopera-
tion, Bagchi said on
Twitter. Naidu is also
scheduled to meet several
other Qatari dignitaries
during this visit. He will
also address a business
roundtable in Qatar.
“People-to-people contacts
are at the heart of the his-
torical relations between
India and Qatar, with the
latter hosting over 7,50,000
Indians,” the MEA said in
a statement ahead of his
visit to the three coun-
tries.

VP Naidu holds delegation-level talks
with Qatar PM; reviews bilateral ties Kyiv, Jun 05: 

Russia’s defence ministry
said a barrage of airstrikes
on Ukraine’s capital de-
stroyed tanks donated by the
West and other armor in an
attack on Sunday that shat-
tered five weeks of eerie calm
in Kyiv, as President Vladimir
Putin warned the West about
supplying long-range rocket
systems to Ukraine. Putin
said that Moscow would hit
targets we haven’t yet struck
if it went ahead with such de-
liveries. It wasn’t immediate-
ly clear if Putin was referring
to new targets within or out-
side Ukraine’s borders.

Kyiv hadn’t faced any such
strikes since the April 28 visit
of UN Secretary-General Ant
nio Guterres. The early morn-
ing attack triggered air raid

alarms and showed that
Russia still had the capability
and willingness to hit at
Ukraine’s heart since aban-
doning its wider offensive
across the country to instead
focus its efforts in the east.
The strikes appeared aimed at

thwarting the resupplying of
Ukrainian fighters, a rising
concern in Moscow. In a post-
ing on the Telegram app, the
Russian Defense Ministry
said high-precision, long-
range air-launched missiles
were used.

Russia says Kyiv strikes destroyed
tanks donated by West

A security member of a medical rescue team cleans his
weapon in the Donetsk oblast region, eastern Ukraine. 

Beijing, Jun 05: 

Australia on Sunday said
a Chinese fighter jet carried
out dangerous maneuvers
threatening the safety of
one of its maritime surveil-
lance planes over the South
China Sea. The May 26 inci-
dent in international air-
space saw a Chinese Air
Force J-16 intercept a P-8A
Poseidon maritime surveil-
lance aircraft on routine pa-
trol, the Defense Ministry
said in a statement on its
website. The intercept re-

sulted in a dangerous ma-
neuver that “posed a safety
threat to the P-8 aircraft and
its crew,” the ministry said.

The Australian government
has raised its concerns
about the incident with the
Chinese government, it
added. There was no official
response Sunday from
Beijing over the reported in-
cident.

Such incidents are not
unprecedented. A collision
between a U.S. EP-3 surveil-
lance plane and a Chinese
naval air force jet in April
2001 resulted in the death of
the Chinese pilot and the 10-
day detention of the U.S. air
crew by China.

Australia says China threatened
plane over South China Sea

In this undated file photo
released by the Taiwan
Ministry of Defense, a
Chinese PLA J-16 fighter jet
flies in an undisclosed loca-
tion. Australia on Sunday,
June 5.

Beijing/Jiuquan, Jun 05:  

China on Sunday success-
fully launched three astro-
nauts on a six-month mis-
sion to complete the con-
struction of the country’s
space station currently or-
biting the earth. The
Shenzhou-14 spacecraft car-
rying astronauts Chen
Dong, Liu Yang and Cai
Xuzhe, was lifted off from
the Jiuquan Satellite
Launch Center in northwest
China. Minutes later, the of-
ficial at the ground control
declared the mission a great
success , saying the space-
craft has reached its desig-

nated orbit. The trio will co-
operate with the ground
team to complete the assem-
bly and construction of the
Tiangong space station, de-
veloping it from a single-
module structure into a na-
tional space laboratory with
three modules — the core
module, Tianhe and two lab
modules — Wentian and
Mengtian.

The launch was telecast
live all over the country. The
mission will build the space
station into a national space
laboratory, Lin Xiqiang, the
deputy director of the China
Manned Space Agency
(CMSA) announced on

Saturday.
The Shenzhou-14 crew

will work with the ground
team to complete the ren-
dezvous, docking and trans-
position of the two lab mod-
ules with the core module,
Lin said at a pre-launch
press conference. They will
enter the two lab modules
for the first time and help
make the environment suit-
able for their stay, he said,
adding that they will unlock
and install a dozen of scien-
tific experiment cabinets in
the two modules. This is the
2nd set of six astronauts
China has sent to build its
space station.

China successfully launches crewed mission to complete space station construction

In this photo released by
Xinhua News Agency, the
Long March-2F carrier rock-
et carrying Chinas
Shenzhou 14 spacecraft
blasts off from the launch
pad at the Jiuquan Satellite
Launch Center in Jiuquan,
northwest Chinas Gansu
Province, Sunday, June 5.

Humans are unrivalled in the
area of cognition. After all, no
other species has sent probes to
other planets, produced lifesav-
ing vaccines or created poetry.
How information is processed in
the human brain to make this
possible is a question that has
drawn endless fascination, yet
no definitive answers. Our un-
derstanding of brain function
has changed over the years. But
current theoretical models de-
scribe the brain as a distributed
information-processing system.
This means that it has distinct
components, which are tightly
networked through the brain's
wiring. To interact with each
other, regions exchange infor-
mation though a system of
input and output signals.
However, this is only a small
part of a more complex picture.
In a study published in Nature
Neuroscience, using evidence
from different species and multi-
ple neuro-scientific disciplines,
we show that there isn't just one
type of information processing
in the brain. How information is
processed also differs between
humans and other primates,
which may explain why our
species' cognitive abilities are so
superior. We borrowed concepts
from what's known as the math-
ematical framework of informa-
tion theory the study of measur-

ing, storing and communicating
digital information which is cru-
cial to technology such as the in-
ternet and artificial intelligence
to track how the brain processes
information.

We found that different brain
regions in fact use different
strategies to interact with each
other. Some brain regions ex-
change information with others
in a very stereotypical way,
using input and output. This en-
sures that signals get across in a
reproducible and dependable
manner. This is the case for
areas that are specialised for
sensory and motor functions
(such as processing sound, visu-
al and movement information).
Take the eyes, for example,
which send signals to the back of
the brain for processing. The
majority of information that is
sent is duplicate, being provided
by each eye. Half of this infor-
mation, in other words, is not
needed. So we call this type of
input-output information pro-
cessing redundant. But the re-
dundancy provides robustness
and reliability it is what enables
us to still see with only one eye.
This capability is essential for
survival. In fact, it is so crucial
that the connections between
these brain regions are anatomi-
cally hard-wired in the brain, a
bit like a telephone landline.
However, not all information
provided by the eyes is redun-
dant. Combining information
from both eyes ultimately en-
ables the brain to process depth
and distance between objects.
This is the basis for many kinds
of 3D glasses at the cinema. This
is an example of a fundamental-
ly different way of processing
information, in a way that is
greater than the sum of its
parts. We call this type of infor-
mation processing when com-
plex signals from across differ-

ent brain networks are integrat-
ed synergistic .

Synergistic processing is most
prevalent in brain regions that
support a wide range of more
complex cognitive functions,
such as attention, learning,
working memory, social and nu-
merical cognition. It is not hard-
wired in the sense that it can
change in response to our expe-
riences, connecting different
networks in different ways. This
facilitates the combination of
information. Such areas where
lots of synergy takes place most-
ly in the the front and middle of
the cortex (the brain's outer
layer) integrate different
sources of information from the
entire brain. They are therefore
more widely and efficiently con-
nected with the rest of the brain
than the regions which deal
with primary sensory and move-
ment related information. High-
synergy areas that support inte-
gration of information are also
typically have lots of synapses,
the microscopic connections
that enable nerve cells to com-
municate.

Is synergy what 
makes us special?

We wanted to know whether
this ability to accumulate and
build information through com-
plex networks across the brain
is different between humans
and other primates, which are
close relatives of ours in evolu-
tionary terms. To find out, we
looked at brain imaging data
and genetic analyses of different
species. We found that synergis-
tic interactions account for a
higher proportion of total infor-
mation flow in the human brain
than in the brains of macaque
monkeys. In contrast, the brains
of both species are equal in
terms of how much they rely on
redundant information.
However, we also looked specifi-

cally at the prefrontal cortex, an
area in the front of the brain
that supports more advanced
cognitive functioning. In
macaques, redundant informa-
tion processing is more preva-
lent in this region, whereas in
humans it is a synergy-heavy
area. The prefrontal cortex has
also undergone significant ex-
pansion with evolution. When
we examined data from chim-
panzee brains, we found that the
more a region of the human
brain had expanded during evo-
lution in size relative to its coun-
terpart in the chimp, the more
this region relied on synergy. We
also looked at genetic analyses
from human donors. This
showed that brain regions asso-
ciated with processing synergis-
tic information are more likely
to express genes that are unique-
ly human and related to brain
development and function, such
as intelligence.

This led us to the conclusion
that additional human brain tis-
sue, acquired as a result of evo-
lution, may be primarily dedi-
cated to synergy. In turn, it is
tempting to speculate that the
advantages of greater synergy
may, in part, explain our species'
additional cognitive capabili-
ties. Synergy may add an impor-
tant piece to the puzzle of
human brain evolution, which
was previously missing.
Ultimately, our work reveals
how the human brain navigates
the trade-off between reliability
and integration of information
we need both. Importantly, the
framework we developed holds
the promise of critical new in-
sights into a wide array of
neuro-scientific questions, from
those about general cognition to
disorders.
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Take care of plight 
of ASHA workers

Even the ASHA workers lack basic
amenities such as maternity leave,
security, gloves, masks and rest-
rooms etc and it the duty of govern-
ment to take care of their problems
who are known as the changemak-
ers.of healthcare system of
country.It is generally seen that of-
tenly credit does not trickle down to
the agenda of change.Unfortunately
govt had done little to assist these
frontline workers when it comes to
the severe challenges that they are
facing while performing their duties.
The World Health Organization be-
stowing the Global Health Leaders
Award-2022 on Indiaâ€™s
Accredited Social Health Activists is,
therefore, heartening. Indiaâ€™s 10-
lakh-strong force of ASHA workers
was tasked with spreading aware-
ness about Covid-19, identifying and
tracking Covid-19 positive cases as
well as carrying out vaccination
drives, often, allegedly, without  any
safety gear. The prime minister,
Narendra Modi, has been quick to
laud the â€œdedication and determi-
nationâ€  of this constituency.
Worse, they face a double-burden.
Research by the voluntary organisa-
tion, Karnataka Health Promotion
Trust, revealed that ASHAs encoun-
tered malice in the community over
their erratic work hours and faced
domestic violence for working late,
not to mention the harassment they
suffer at the hands of doctors and
nursing staff of hospitals to which
they accompany patients. Reforms
are needed to uplift the status of
ASHAs as critical frontline workers.
There should also be scope for them
to move up the skills ladder with for-
mal training in primary healthcare
â€” courses in auxiliary or general
nursing and midwifery can not only
motivate this workforce but also gain
them respect. While the award is
well-deserved and the cheerleading
around it encouraging, what matters
is how the Indian government serves
its last-mile health workers who are
its feet on the ground.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Good job 
The Batadroba incident of May 21

should be an eye-opener for all the
indigenous sons and daughters of
the soil regarding the very threat of
the people of doubtful integrity and
nationality towards the existence of
the indigenous people. A huge chunk
of our own people is pretending or
under the impression that there is no
threat to their existence from these
people. They treat this line as a polit-
ical slogan, but if they wake up now
then it will be good for the entire
community or else the writing on the
wall is there for everyone to see. The
so-called flag-bearers of Assamese
identity AASU, AJYCP etc., are main-
taining stoic silence over the
Batadroba incident. The evergreen
AASU leader Samujjal Bhattacharjee,
who has knack of hitting the streets
with thousand of youth with his
trademark slogans, is today a com-
pletely a mute spectator in regards
to burning of the police station by lin-
guistic and religious minority people
in Batadroba. Had this crime been
committed by any other 'xyz' com-
munity, then Samujjal Bhattacharjee
along with his over-aged student
leaders would have made us deaf by
giving stern warnings to the perpe-
trators as well as the Government. I
have purposefully excluded the
name of AIUDF from the list because
this party is born to protect and safe-
guard the interests of people of East
Bengal origin who were bought to
our land by people like Syed
Sadullah, Abdul Bhashani,
Fakaruddin Ali Ahmed, etc.

JJuulliiee  BBhhuuyyaann,,  GGaauurriissaaggaarr..

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAlllluu  AArrjjuunn@@aalllluuaarrjjuunn

Big congratulations to the
entire team of
#MajorTheFilm. A very heart
touching film . Man of the
show @AdiviSesh  does his
magic once again. Impactful
support by @prakashraaj ji ,
Revathi ,  @saieemmanjrekar,
#SobhitaDhulipala & all
artists . Mind blowing Bsm by

@SricharanPakala

SSaammbbiitt  PPaattrraa@@ssaammbbiittsswwaarraajj
Itâ€™s the character of AAP
..alledge  loudly and apologise
softly in the court ..both in cases
of Arun Jaitley ji & Nitin Gadkari ji
we had encountered the true
nature of â€œAll About
Propagandaâ€  Party!

vviikkrraamm  llaallvvaannii@@vviikkrraammllaallvvaannii

#KGFChapter2 I may have been late
but finally saw this film last night.
What a film! Superb. @TandonRaveena
rocks. Want to see more of #ramikasen
confrontations with #rocky in
#KGFChapter3 . Brilliant direction ,
editing, sound , screenplay and charac-
tization. @AAFilmsIndia.

HHiimmaannttaa  BBiisswwaa
SSaarrmmaa@@hhiimmaannttaabbiisswwaa

At a time when the entire
country was facing the worst
pandemic in over 100 years ,
Assam hardly had any PPE
Kits My wife took the
courage of coming forward
and donating around 1500
free of cost to the govt to
save lives She didnâ€™t take

a single penny.

KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu@@KKiirreennRRiijjiijjuu

Diya Shinde, ex-street child won her 1st Under-11 girls singles title in Pune District Table Tennis
Tournament. I met her when I visited 'Sports Inquilab Project' run for destitute children by 'India
Khelega' at Pune.

PPrreessss  TTrruusstt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@PPTTII__NNeewwss

National Commission for Protection of
Child Rights seeks explanation from
Hyderabad police over delay in regis-
tration of an FIR in connection with
the gang-rape of a 17-year-old girl.

T he Preamble to the Constitution of India describes the mainte-
nance of 'unity and integrity of the nation' as its prime objective.

Reference to India being a Union of States is for defining the pattern of
governance that the Constitution was to lay down in its text. Strangely,
the world's largest democracy born in 1947 could not - for reasons of in-
ternal politics - define the 'idea of India' despite this country's deeply in-
clusive civilizational past and allowed the concept to remain vague, de-
batable and uncertain in terms of the nationalist values it was supposed
to invoke amongst its citizens. Citizens of a free nation had every right to
connect with their collective recall of history that inculcated in them a
sense of oneness rooted in the shared happy and unhappy memories.
The political complexities flowing out of the traumatic division of India on
communal lines built into the process of Independence itself and the ap-
proach of the Congress as the first ruling party of India, of presenting the
democratic dispensation here as a contrast to Islamic Pakistan by 'dis-
owning' any cultural heritage of the Hindu majority in India, created an
amorphous kind of polity that was to open the way for putting the
Muslim minority on a special footing for its numbers. All of this produced
an unnatural environment for governance that seemed to run against the
first democratic principle of 'one man one vote' followed in India from
day one of the enforcement of the Indian Constitution in 1950. Our
Constitution was inherently secular in as much as it drew no lines
amongst the citizens in providing equal opportunities and equal protec-
tion of law to them but the Congress -apparently out of a sense of politi-
cal insecurity - amended the Preamble in 1976 to introduce the adjective
'secular' for the State primarily to retain the loyalty of Muslim minority
for the party. With the gradual but steady rise of the BJP as a democratic
party, Indian politics was marked by a growing consciousness among
other parties that in a situation of the acute divide of the majority com-
munity due to politics of caste, language and region, the solid support of
the Muslim minority was the only possible match-winner in elections. At
present the internal security scene in India is potentially disturbed be-
cause of the revival of the historical disputes India had inherited in 1947 -
mainly revolving around the destruction of the Ram temple at Ayodhya,
Kashi Vishwanath temple at Varanasi and the Krishna Janamsthan tem-
ple at Mathura. Construction of mosques there in apparent pursuit of the
Islamic mandate of subjugating idol worshippers during the Mughal peri-
od of Indian history and earlier - provoked strong Hindu sentiments on
the issue that even took the form of a national movement. To stall that,
the Narsimha Rao government in its wisdom passed the Places of
Worship Act in Parliament in July 1991 putting a lid on the disputes at
Varanasi and Mathura while exempting Ayodhya from its application. An
Act of Parliament can always be contested before the higher judiciary
and this is happening now regarding the 1991 legislation. The question is
whether the Hindu's sense of continued hurt due to a dark chapter of
Mughal history justified corrective action in Independent India and
whether it was logical for the leadership of the minority community here
to identify itself with the doings of a bigoted ruler like Aurangzeb? Both
Hindus and Muslims - at least the bulk of the latter represented by
Deobandis- had condemned the colonial British rule in India. Why was
then this divergence in responding to the infamous site of the earlier
Muslim invaders? It is possible that the Partition of India forced in the
name of Islam, made the leaders of Indian Muslims cling to any links that
religion provided to them with these outside rulers and with Pakistan.
This, however, will only aggravate the situation. The exclusivism of a reli-
gion that led it to 'reject' other faiths, had to be first worked on by the
community's leadership. 

Democratic India has to
have a national identity

W hy are the Indians curious about the British Royal family even
after India's Independence? Even the present generation of

Indians know of Queen Elizabeth 11. We have listened to the nursery
rhyme in our childhood, "Pussy cat, pussy cat, where have you been? I
have been to London to look at the Queen." Then TV series like 'Crown"
and "Jewel in the Crown" also revived the memories of the colonial past.
English is still the lingua franca of the Indian elite. The Queen's connec-
tion with India has been long. The Nizam of Hyderabad even presented
her with a diamond tiara made by the Cartiers as her wedding present.
The famous Kohinoor diamond is sitting in her crown. India, projected as
a 'jewel in the Crown' by the British, held a special place in the post-colo-
nial world. The Queen has visited India three times during her long reign.
People have lined up on the streets (including me as a child ) to greet the
Royal couple. Her children, including the future King Charles, are also fa-
miliar with India during their visits. It is time to look back on when Britain
celebrates Queen Elizebeth's Platinum jubilee to mark her reign from
June 2 to June 6. The Royal couple's maiden visit was in 1961 at the invita-
tion of the then President Dr Rajendra Prasad. They visited Bombay (now
Mumbai), Madras (now Chennai), Jaipur, Agra and Calcutta (now
Kolkata). They were also the guests of honour at the Republic Day pa-
rade. The Maharaja of Jaipur had even organised a tiger hunting session
for the royals. Their second visit was in 1983 at the invitation of President
Giani Zail Singh. This time they stayed at the refurbished wing of the
Rashtrapathi Bhavan. The Queen presented Mother Teresa with an hon-
orary Order of Merit. The Queen also visited the historic Red Fort. She
was 'carried' in a mock palanquin built without a bottom to avoid the
possible embarrassment of an accident with the royal passenger. The
third visit was in 1997 to mark the 50th anniversary of India's independ-
ence. The Royal couple were to visit Amritsar, but many protested
against the Jalianwalla Bagh massacre. The trouble began even before
the Queen landed on Indian soil. In her state banquet address, the Queen
admitted, "It is no secret that there have been some difficult episodes in
our past â€” Jallianwala Bagh, which I shall visit tomorrow, is a distress-
ing example". On the next day, October 14, the Royal couple went to
Jallianwala Bagh, where she bowed her head and placed a wreath at the
memorial, but the protests continued. The Queen was also a gracious
host to three Indian presidents in 1963 (Dr Radhakrishnan),1990 ( R.
Venlataraman), and 2009 (Pratibha Patil). At the banquet, she recalled
the warmth of the people in welcoming the Royal couple. One of the most
recent events was Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit in 2015. He pre-
sented a crocheted cotton lace sent by Mahatma Gandhi as her wedding
present. He also gave the photographs taken on the 1961 visit and some
exclusive tea from the Makabari Estate in Bengal. England will celebrate
the historic Platinum Jubilee event this month with much fanfare. The
celebrations will begin with Trooping the Colour on June 2, the traditional
parade to mark the Queen's official birthday. Over 1,500 beacons
throughout the U.K. and its commonwealth countries will be lit to com-
memorate the occasion. The following day, the Queen will attend the
Derby at Epsom Downs. On June 3, she will attend a thanksgiving service
at St. Paul's Cathedral. June 5 will see the London-based Platinum Jubilee
Pageant. Seven Indian authors, too, had made it to the Queen's 'read list'
for the Platinum Jubilee. The list includes R.K.Narayan, Arundhati Roy,
V.S. Naipaul. Kamala Markandaya, and Raj Kamal Jha. Buckingham
Palace has released a press statement giving some little known facts
about the Queen. She has met 14 presidents of the United States, and 14
British Prime Ministers have served the Queen. 

Why are the Indians curious
about the British Royal family?
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Indian rapper Raftaar and his team perform during the inauguration of Khelo India Youth Games at Tau Devi Lal
Stadium, in Panchkula.

What is it about human brain that makes us smarter than other animals?

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

J&K administration of the Union
Government (since there is Presidentâ€™s
Rule) keeps putting out statements that
the â€œGovt will not allow ethnic cleans-
ingâ€ . Kashmir to Kanyakumari we In
india are of the same ethnicity so the J&K
Admn must use instead the words â€œre-
ligious cleansingâ€

KHELO INDIA YOUTH GAMES

EMMANUEL 

A STAMATAKIS
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BRIEF

Relinquishes 

New Delhi: Larsen
and Toubro Infotech on
Saturday said its Chief
Executive Officer and
Managing Director
Sanjay Jalona has re-
linquished office.
Jalona had resigned on
May 6 after announc-
ing the merger of
Mindtree with Larsen
and Toubro Infotech
(LTI), citing personal
reasons. "Sanjay
Jalona has relin-
quished the office of
chief executive officer
and managing director
of the company with ef-
fect from close of busi-
ness hours of June 3,
2022," LTI said in a reg-
ulatory filing. The com-
pany is yet to announce
Jalona's successor.

Loan growth 
New Delhi: TVS
Credit, non-bank fi-
nancing arm of USD
8.5-billion TVS Group,
aims at a loan growth
of 25 per cent during
the current financial
year, with the focus on
underserved segments
of the market. The
company, which got
NBFC (Non-Banking
Finance Company) li-
cence in FY10, started
primarily with two-
wheeler financing and
subsequently forayed
into used car, commer-
cial vehicle and tractor
loans. It is also present
in business and con-
sumer durable loans.
The company closed
FY22 with a Rs 13,911
crore balance sheet
and expects 25-30 per
cent growth in the cur-
rent fiscal, TVS Credit
CEO Venkatraman
Gopalakrishnan said.

Subsidy benefits

Jaipur: Over 1.25 crore
farmers and domestic
electricity consumers
have been benefitted by
various schemes under
which the Rajasthan
government has pro-
vided subsidies of Rs
1,044 crore, chief minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot said
on Saturday. Electricity
bills of about 43 lakh
consumers have now
become zero. Power
supply in the state has
become smooth due to
proactive and efficient
management of the
state government, ac-
cording to an official
statement.

Aluminium products
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has decided
not to impose counter-
vailing duty on certain
aluminium products
being imported from
Malaysia, as the fi-
nance ministry has
not accepted the rec-
ommendations of the
directorate general of
trade remedies
(DGTR). The com-
merce ministry's in-
vestigation arm DGTR
had conducted a probe
into alleged exports
subsidisation by
Malaysia on 'alumini-
um primary foundry
alloy ingot in different
forms' following a com-
plaint by the domestic
industry and on
January 31 this year
recommended imposi-
tion of the duty.

New Delhi, Jun 05:  

The RBI's policy deci-
sion would be the major
event driving trading sen-
timent in the equity mar-
ket this week, while global
cues, foreign funds move-
ment and crude oil prices
will be the other key fac-
tors to watch out for, ana-
lysts said. Markets have
been witnessing a rebound
recently. However, the
move lacks decisiveness
amid lingering challenges
like global policy tighten-
ing due to soaring infla-
tion and geopolitical ten-
sions, they added.

"RBI policy, global
macro numbers and crude
oil prices will set the trend
for this week. Outcome of
RBI policy will be an-
nounced on 8th of June
and it will be important to
listen to RBI commentary
as a rate hike is imminent.
IIP data will be released on
10th June after market
hours. "On the global

front, US jobless claim on
Thursday and CPI num-
bers on Friday will be im-
portant for the direction of
global markets," said
Santosh Meena, Head of
Research, Swastika
Investmart Ltd. Crude oil
is continuing its north-
ward journey and if it
does not cool off, then it
may hurt sentiment of
markets. FIIs are still in
selling mode, though the
momentum has slowed
down a bit. However, there
is a risk of further selling
if the rupee weakens due

to a rally in crude oil
prices, he added. Last
week, the BSE Sensex ad-
vanced 884.57 points or
1.61 per cent.

"With earnings season
behind us, focus would be
on the upcoming MPC's
monetary policy review
meet, which is scheduled
during June 6-8. Markets
have already priced in an-
other hike citing sticky in-
flation. However, focus
would be on commentary
amid updates of a
favourable monsoon.
"Besides, performance of

global markets and move-
ment in crude will also be
in focus. On the macroeco-
nomic front, participants
will be eyeing IIP data on
June 10," said Ajit Mishra,
VP - Research, Religare
Broking Ltd.

Yesha Shah, Head of
Equity Research, Samco
Securities, said inflation
being a key factor will be
the central point of all dis-
cussions this week as
China and US inflation
data will be released,
apart from RBI's policy
meeting. "Markets are
likely to remain in a
broader range as we con-
tinue to monitor global
cues, including geopolitical
developments, crude oil
price movement as well as
institutional flows. "RBI's
monetary policy meeting
this week will be a key
event that will be tracked by
investors," said Siddharth
Khemka, Head - Retail
Research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd.

RBI policy, global trends to
be key drivers for markets

this week: Analysts
Mumbai, Jun 05:  

South-east carrier
Vietjet on Saturday an-
nounced the launch of its
direct flight services to the
financial capital from
Hanoi, the capital city of
Vietnam, and Ho Chi
Minh City. It said services
on the Hanoi-Mumbai-
Hanoi route will be operat-
ed three times a week,
while the Mumbai to Ho
Chi Minh City flights will
be run four times per
week. Vietjet started its op-
erations in India in
December 2019, connect-
ing New Delhi to Hanoi
and Ho Chi Minh City. The
services were discontin-
ued following India sus-
pending commercial inter-
national passenger flight
operations in late March
2020 due to the emergence
of the coronavirus pan-
demic. After the govern-
ment lifted the ban on
March 27 this year, Vietjet
announced resumption of
operations along with ex-
pansion of its services be-
tween Vietnam and India.

"Following the launch of
our New Delhi - Ho Chi
Minh City/Hanoi services,
we are delighted to launch

two more direct routes be-
tween Vietnam and
Mumbai. "We believe that
the two services from Ho
Chi Minh City and Hanoi
to Mumbai as well as the
coming Phu Quoc -
Mumbai route will
strengthen the on-going
relationship of Vietnam's
two biggest cities with
Mumbai," Vietjet's Vice
President Do Xuan Quang
said at the launch of the
Mumbai flight.

The services on these
new routes are expected to
be scaled up in the coming
times to meet customers'
demand, he added. From
September 9, the Mumbai -
Phu Quoc route will com-
mence operation with four

round trips per week,
while the New Delhi - Phu
Quoc service will operate
with a frequency of three
round trips per week, the
airline said.

Commenting on the new
services from its airport, a
spokesperson of the
Chhtrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) said,
"These services by Vietjet
will offer diversified travel
destinations and flight
schedules, as well as add
direct flight options to the
Mumbai Airport's route
network from the city to
Ho Chi Minh City and
Hanoi to further boost
travel opportunities be-
tween the two countries." 

Vietjet launches direct flights from
Mumbai to Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City

New Delhi, Jun 05:  

The coal dispatch by
state-owned CIL to captive
power plants and sectors
like cement registered a
decline in May as com-
pared to the year-ago
month. While the fuel sup-
ply by Coal India Ltd (CIL)
to captive power plants
dropped 39.74 per cent in
May 2022 over the year-ago
period, dispatch to the ce-
ment sector declined 16.74
per cent, according to lat-
est government data. The
coal supply by the PSU to
the sponge sector also
dropped 8.74 per cent year-
on-year in May. However,
supply to the steel sector
went up by 67.83 per cent
and to the power sector in-
creased by 19.48 per cent
last month, over May 2021.
In the wake of the short
supply of coal to the non-

regulated sector, industry
bodies had earlier sought
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's intervention in the
matter, stating that indus-
tries are compelled to pur-
chase power from ex-
changes at higher rates
due to increased demand.

Reeling under the crisis
on account of continued
coal shortage, a major seg-
ment of the manufactur-
ing sector, MSMEs and
captive power plant-based
industry had jointly sub-
mitted a representation to
the prime minister
through a group of 10 in-
dustry associations.
According to the represen-
tation, dispatches of coal
to sectors like captive
power plants (CPPs), steel,
cement and sponge iron
have been reduced by up to
32 per cent in current fis-
cal year.

New Delhi, Jun 05:  

Tata Motors is gearing
up to strengthen its R&D
with fresh hiring as well
as upskilling of the cur-
rent employees this fiscal
year in order to scale up
capabilities across vari-
ous business verticals, in-
cluding the electric vehi-
cle segment, as per a top
company official. In the
EV space, the company is
looking to enhance its ex-
pertise in the area of bat-
tery packs and vehicle ar-
chitecture, among others.
"As far as hiring in R&D
is concerned we are going
for major hiring, especial-
ly this year, but there is
also another area which
we have looked into very
deeply and that is up-
skilling the current engi-
neers within R&D," Tata

Motors President
Passenger Vehicle and
Electric Vehicles Shailesh
Chandra said in an ana-
lyst call. It is going to be a
big component of how the
company is planning to
really expand its R&D
base, he added. The
Mumbai-based auto
major, in line with its
growth aspirations and
business plans for the
next few years, is hiring

across various verticals
like advanced engineer-
ing, product development,
supply chain, operations
and commercial func-
tions at different levels.
Chandra noted that there
would be enhanced col-
laborations with other
group entities, including
JLR going ahead to en-
hance capabilities. "There
is a lot of collaboration
which will happen with
various Tata companies,
including JLR. So capa-
bilities will not be only...
limited to within Tata
Motors, but also seeing
the opportunities of syn-
ergies with JLR as well as
other Tata companies,
which have a lot of capa-
bility in the area of soft-
wares. So, these are the
areas where we are focus-
ing on," Chandra stated.

Tata Motors looks to strengthen R&D 
capabilities with aggressive hiring this year

Coal supply by CIL to CPPs,
cement sector drops in May

New Delhi, Jun 05:  

Bank of Baroda (BoB) is
set to benefit from the gov-
ernment's thrust on in-
creased infrastructure
spending and other invest-
ments to revive the econo-
my, its Chairman
Hasmukh Adhia said.
Addressing the state-run
lender's shareholders in its
latest annual report, he
further said the bank has a
positive outlook for 2022-23.

"The Government of
India has come up with
many initiatives for in-
creasing spending on in-
frastructure projects and
other investments to re-
vive the economy. The
banking industry of
course would be benefited

due to increase in the de-
mand for bank credit and
Bank of Baroda would be a
key beneficiary of these
developments," he said.
The bank has shown that it
is adaptable to change and
has been able to respond
quickly to the evolving
macroeconomic condi-
tions, he said, adding it has
fine-tuned its operational
capabilities and increased
its delivery capacity. BoB
has adopted a 'phygital'
model by offering the latest

products and services
using its strong digital
platform along with con-
ventional branch banking,
Adhia noted. The major
business goals and objec-
tives of the bank are fo-
cused on creating a sus-
tainable and profitable
business model with a
greater customer-friendly
approach, adopting latest
technological innovations
to increase its brand name,
he added. The bank is now
on a firm footing in terms
of both operational and fi-
nancial performance. It is
well positioned to support
the growth aspirations of
the Indian economy and
fulfil the expectations of
all stakeholders, the annu-
al report said.

BoB to benefit from govt thrust
on infra spending: Chairman

New Delhi, Jun 05:  

Continuing its heavy
selling spree for the eighth
consecutive month, for-
eign investors pulled out
nearly Rs 40,000 crore from
the Indian equity market
in May on fears of an ag-
gressive rate hike by US
Federal Reserve that dent-
ed investor sentiments.
With this, net outflow by
foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) from equities
reached at Rs 1.69 lakh
crore so far in 2022, data
with depositories showed.

Going ahead, FPI flows
will remain volatile in the
emerging markets on ac-
count of rising geo-politi-
cal risk, rising inflation,

tightening of monetary
policy by central banks,
among others, Shrikant
Chouhan, Head - Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities said. According
to the data, foreign in-
vestors withdrew a net
amount of Rs 39,993 crore
from equities in May. This
massive outflow is the
major factor for the weak-
ness in the Indian market.

Himanshu Srivastava,
Associate Director -
Manager Research,
Morningstar India, attrib-
uted the latest sell-off to
concerns over the
prospects of more aggres-
sive rate hike by US Fed
going ahead. US Fed has
hiked rates twice this year
to battle surging inflation
caused by the disruption
in supply chain due to the
war between Russia and
Ukraine.

FPIs outflow continues
for 8th straight month
̈ Pull out nearly 

Rs 40,000-cr from
equities in May

New Delhi, Jun 05:  

India has achieved the
target of supplying 10 per
cent ethanol-blended
petrol five months ahead of
schedule and is aiming to
double the blend by 2025-26
in order to cut oil import
dependence and address
environmental issues. The
original target for doping
10 per cent ethanol, ex-
tracted from sugarcane
and other agri commodi-
ties, in petrol originally
was November 2022 but
this has been achieved in
June thanks to tremen-
dous effort by state-owned
fuel retailers Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (BPCL) and Hindustan

Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (HPCL). "Due to the co-
ordinated efforts of the
public sector oil marketing
companies (OMCs), the
target of 10 per cent blend-
ing has been achieved
much ahead of the target-
ed timelines of November,
2022 with OMCs attaining
an average 10 per cent
ethanol blending in petrol
(10 per cent ethanol, 90 per
cent petrol) across the
country," an official state-
ment said. This, it added,

translates into a forex im-
pact of over Rs 41,500
crore, reduced greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions of 27
lakh tonnes and has also
led to the expeditious pay-
ment of over Rs 40,600
crore to farmers.

India is the world's fifth
largest producer of
ethanol after the US,
Brazil, EU and China.
Ethanol worldwide is
largely used for consump-
tion but nations like Brazil
and India also dope it in
petrol. "The Government
of India, with the aim to
enhance India's energy se-
curity, reduce import de-
pendency on fuel, save for-
eign exchange, address en-
vironmental issues and
give a boost to the domestic

agriculture sector, has
been promoting the
Ethanol Blended Petrol
(EBP) Programme," the
statement said. It has ad-
vanced the nation's target
of making petrol with 20
per cent ethanol by five
years to 2025 in a move
that's expected to save USD
4 billion annually. This in-
creased blending will ex-
pand the use of renewable
energy in the world's third-
biggest oil importer and
help turn the nation's sur-
plus rice and damaged
foodgrains into ethanol.
"The 'National Policy on
Biofuels' notified by the
Government in 2018 envis-
aged an indicative target of
20 per cent ethanol blend-
ing in petrol by year 2030.

India turns 10 pc of its petrol green; targets a fifth by 2025

Nagpur, Jun 05:  

The RSS-affiliated
Swadeshi Jagran Manch
on Saturday passed a reso-
lution on the need to pro-
tect the country's economic
interests at a coming meet-
ing of the World Trade
Organization. A two-day
national convention of the
SJM began here on
Saturday, said its national
co-convenor Dr Ashwini
Mahajan.

One of the resolutions
passed at the convention
was about the need to pro-
tect national interests at
the World Trade
Organisation as the 12th
ministerial conference of

WTO will take place from
June 12-15 at Geneva, he
said. The issues which
carry special importance
for people of less developed
countries and developing
countries are decisions on
"temporary moratorium
on custom duty on elec-
tronic transmission,
TRIPS waiver on vaccine,
medicines and related tech-
nologies for treatment of
COVID-19, permanent solu-
tion to Peace Clause in

Agreement on Agriculture
on public stockholding for
food security and fisheries
subsidies," Mahajan told
PTI. The current moratori-
um on custom duty on elec-
tronic transmissions is
against the interest of de-
veloping countries in gen-
eral and India in particu-
lar, he said.

"This is not only impact-
ing job creation in electron-
ic transmission sector, but
also the revenue genera-
tion. Imposition of tariff
on electronic transmission
will be the first condition
for success in fourth indus-
trial revolution, namely,
digital industrialisation,"
Mahajan added.

LUXURY CRUISE SHIP

View of newly inaugurated luxury cruise ship service from Chennai Port. The State government had partnered with
Cordelia cruises to offer the luxury cruise service. The cruise ship will start from Chennai and sail in high seas.

Swadeshi Jagran Manch calls on Govt to
protect country’s interests at WTO meet

S
ony Entertainment
Television brings
forth a refreshing

narrative with ‘Yashomati
Maiyaa Ke Nandlala’
which highlights the story
of Lord Vishnu who incar-
nated as Lord Krishna on
Earth to experience a
mother’s unconditional
love. Showcasing this
beautiful mother-son bond,
the show will highlight the
various facets of Yashoda
as a mother.

Starring Neha Sargam
as Yashoda, Rahul Sharma
as Nand Maharaj, Ram
Yashvardhan as Kans,
Romiit Raaj as Lord

Vasudev and Hitanshu
Jinsi as Lord Vishnu, the
show will see many more
notable names from the in-
dustry portraying pivotal
roles. Produced by
Contiloe Pictures,
Yashomati Maiyaa Ke
Nandlala will premiere on
13th June 2022 and air
every Monday to Friday at
9:00 PM only on Sony
Entertainment Television.

Bringing the authentici-
ty alive, the show kick-
started with an auspicious
launch in Mathura where
Lord Krishna is believed to
have spent his childhood.
Neha Sargam who plays
Yashoda in the show, visit-
ed some revered temples in
the city to seek blessings
and to talk about the show
and her role at length.

Be sure to tune in to
Yashomati Maiyaa Ke
Nandlala starting 13th
June, every Monday to
Friday at 9:00 PM only on
Sony Entertainment
Television!

I
love to eat kheer made
by my mother on my
birthday – Says &TV’s

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
artist Kaamna Pathak. My
late grandfather used to
get his pension at the be-
ginning of the month, and
he Would give me a 100
rupee note from that
amount every year. I used
to look forward to it. I
spent that money as a
child, but as I grew older, I
began to keep the notes as
a mark of his affection. He
is no longer with us, and I
miss receiving this special
gift From him. The notes
he has given to me will al-
ways be the most memo-
rable and Priceless gift as
it carries his blessings.
Now, my father writes a
special poem for me On
my birthdays, and I love it.

Excerpts of interview:
1. Tell us something

about you.
I come from Indore,

Madhya Pradesh, and
started performing theatre
at an early age and wanted
to pursue a career in it. My
parents and family have
always been

strong pillars in my career.
While I was working on a
play with Manoj Joshi Ji, I
got an opportunity to trav-
el and perform to a varied
audience across various
parts of the world like the
USA, Europe, and United
Kingdom. While audition-
ing for television shows,
both my gurus – M.S
Sathayu and Barry John
guided and supported me
in acting, my acting skills
and this is how I landed up
in &TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan.

2. Tell us something
about your character in
the show Happu Ki Ultan

Paltan.
Dabang Dulhania

Rajesh in &TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan has been en-
tertaining viewers with
her witty comebacks and
catchy Bundelkhandi dia-
logues for a while now. She
is the mother of Happu’s 9
children and has a sweet
and sour relationship with
her mother-in-law Katori
Amma played by Himani
Shivpuri ji. Rajesh is a
strong lady and her prob-
lem-solving nature helps
Happu in uncertain situa-
tions. The makers of
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
were on the lookout for
someone who resembled
Bollywood beauty –
Sonakshi Sinha from the
movie Dabang. The mak-
ers felt I had a striking re-
semblance to the actor and
had the personality to
carry off this role with

ease during the look
test and audition.

T
ollywood star Allu Arjun expressed his
delight on social media, congratulat-
ing Adivi Sesh and his 'Major' team

for delivering such a fantastic film.
'Major' has received rave reviews from all
quarters, making it one of the most criti-
cally acclaimed films recently.

Allu Arjun's tweet reads, "Big congrat-
ulations to the entire team of
#MajorTheFilm. A very heart touching
film. Man of the show Adivi Sesh does
his magic once again. Excelled work by
director Sashi Tikka. Beautifully craft-
ed. Big congratulations and my per-
sonal respect to Mahesh Babu for
giving the audience such a
heartwarming expe-
rience. Major: A
story that touches
every Indian
heart."

Adivi Sesh is
o v e r w h e l m e d
with all the love
coming his way and
with the film crossing
Rs 13 crore worldwide
on its opening day.
Responding to Allu
Arjun's tweet, Sesh said,
"Big Man! Thank you so
much for aLL the love. From
Kshanam to Major your sup-
port, grace and kindness has
been incredible. It means a lot to
me personally. You gifted Pushpa on
my birthday (Dec 17) and now you
have made the success of Major even
sweeter." Adivi not only wowed audiences
and critics alike, but he also had industry
heavyweights like Allu Arjun rooting for him,
praising his powerful and sensitive perform-
ance in 'Major.' 'Major' is the film that traces the
inspirational journey of Major Sandeep
Unnikrishnan and his bravery before he at-
tained martyrdom in the 26/11 Mumbai ter-
ror attacks.

B
ollyw-
ood actress
Mrunal Thakur,

who made a switch from
television to cinema, is set

to essay the role of a fierce fe-
male cop in the upcoming thriller

'Gumraah' for which she underwent
grilling physical training and even

trained with athletes for the part.
Elaborating on the same, the ac-
tress said in a statement: "For por-

traying the role of a committed
cop, I had to go through exten-

sive body training, from get-
ting physically trained to

maintaining the body
structure while run-

ning with trained ath-
letes."

She even spent
time with female
cops to understand

their psychology and
the worldview of a female

police officer. "I have tried every-
thing to adapt to the essence of a
cop. My preparation for the role
also involved talking to and spend-
ing time with some female cops of

our force in order to understand
their world through a better
lens."

Mrunal Thakur was last seen
opposite Shahid Kapoor in the
family cricket drama 'Jersey',
which is currently available
to stream on Netflix.

ACROSS

1. Regional

6. Nail polish shades

10. Grease job

14. Unattended

15. Crude minerals

16. Voyaging

17. Feats

18. Aardvarks

20. Fizzy drinks

21. Game cube

22. Brink

23. Negative word

25. Blooper

27. Kevin ____ of "Dances with Wolves"

31. Incapable

35. Pimples

36. Mails

39. Committed perjury

40. Business VIP

41. Perfumes

42. Wilt

43. Canvas cover

45. Scoundrel

46. Change residences

47. Unbroken

49. Gathered

51. Trials

54. "Leaving ____ Vegas"

55. Discolored spot

58. Choose

60. Head skin

64. Custodian

66. Forbidden

67. Prayer finale

68. Diner list

69. Explode

70. Defeat

71. Poker bet

72. Appraises

DOWN

1. Chaps

2. Butter's rival

3. College woman

4. Moderately slow, in music

5. School assignment

6. Highway

7. Bert's friend

8. Discourage

9. Compass reading (abbr.)

10. Type of football pass

11. Client

12. "Titanic" foe

13. Alleviate

19. Bard of ____

24. Vacation spots

26. Actor ____ Crowe

27. Prickly plants

28. Atlantic or Indian

29. Nasal sound

30. Renovate

32. Buffalo

33. Depart

34. Advanced gradually

37. Yule drink

38. Medicine

44. Doctor's client

46. Eyelash makeup

48. Penny

50. ____ Bunny

52. Keepsake

53. Depleted

55. Wound covering

56. Docile

57. Location

59. Factual

61. Adjoin

62. Easy stride

63. Cooking vessels

65. Physicians' gp.
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Your health is likely to be glowing and
your physical energy high, Aquarius.
You'll probably want to spend some of
your time today working out or other-
wise getting some exercise. This gets
the endorphins going so you feel that
much more motivated to pursue job-
related or personal projects. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Intense communication throughout the
day could bring you closer to a friend or
lover, Pisces. Conversations about a num-
ber of different subjects could increase
your understanding of one another and
leave you with a lot of wonderful memo-
ries of the day. If possible, you could drive
into the country or just hang out togeth-
er, too. Above all, have fun.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Your self-confidence is likely to skyrocket
today, Aries. Good news about money
could reach you while you're at home,
causing family members to want to cele-
brate. You might be a little tired, but you'll
be up for it anyway, since the news gives
you a second wind. Expect a lot of compli-
ments from your household as well as oth-
ers you might happen to meet.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It’s time to get in touch with the people in
your neighborhood, Taurus. By reaching
out to the people you live near in a jovial
and congenial way you build community
spirit. You can expect a lot of stimulating
conversation once you take the initiative.
Valuable business contacts could be made
today, although you might not be aware of
it at the time.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today could bring a lot of physical
activity, possibly including workouts
and dancing, as your energy, enthusi-
asm, and stamina are all high, Gemini.
Life may be mentally demanding, too,
but you can handle it. Communications
with friends and colleagues should be
warm, congenial, and full of good-
natured banter. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Children cross your path today for a reason.
You might get caught up in their games and
momentarily experience being a child again
yourself. This could increase your appeal
for love partners, Cancer, so don't be sur-
prised if you're the recipient of admiring
advances from others. At some point, you
might be the center of attention, which is
flattering. Enjoy!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Communication flows freely today, Leo.
Land might be discussed. At some
point you'll be reminded of someone
from the past and experience a
momentary wave of longing to see this
person again. This won't last, however.
You'll be too busy relating to those
you’re currently talking to. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Expect to hear some great news from rel-
atives or neighbors, perhaps involving
money. You could hear this from more
than one source, Virgo, so it's likely true.
You might spend a lot of time driving
around, mainly running errands but also
seeking people who are in the know. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The forthcoming completion of a frus-
trating project could be moved closer
by one intense burst of energy from
you, Libra. Self-confidence and deter-
mination come together to make sure
you tie up all the loose ends and finish
it all up. However, don't expect to be
able to relax for long. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you might plan a trip, Scorpio, perhaps
a long-distance vacation. You may be plan-
ning far in advance, but you love to dream
about the possibilities now. You're in the posi-
tion where you feel secure enough financially
and established enough in your working life
to cut yourself a little slack and make time for
enjoyment. Do something new and different
even if others think you're crazy.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Sagittarius, some interesting insights could
steer you in the right direction regarding a
goal you've been working toward for a long
time. You generally prefer logic to ESP, but
today your intuition is so strong that it's dif-
ficult to resist. You could also feel a burst of
physical energy that spurs you on to do
whatever needs to be done. Don't worry
about what's rational. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Expect to spend a lot of time communicat-
ing with others, perhaps texting multiple
friends at one time either individually or in
a group chat. At least one could end up
being helpful to your professional life. A
lot of stimulating conversation could take
place today, Capricorn, perhaps giving
you clues to opportunities or trends that
you want to follow. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20

C R O S S WO R D 322

SOLUTION 321

HOROSCOPE MONDAY JUNE 06

Mrunal Thakur
dons khaki in

upcoming
thriller

‘Gumraah’

‘Pushpa’ star
Allu Arjun

salutes Adivi
Sesh's ‘Major’

'D
il Chahta Hai' film-
maker Farhan
Akhtar, who last di-

rected and wrote 'Don 2:
The King Is Back', is back to
penning the script for his
to-be-announced film.

The last time Farhan
swirled his pen was for the
sports drama 'Toofan'. It
has been a year since he
donned the writer's cap.

Farhan's friend and busi-
ness partner, Ritesh
Sindhwani, who is a co-
founder of Excel
Entertainment along with
Farhan Akhtar, took to his
social media to share a
snap from Farhan's study
room where the actor is
seen to be in his writer
mode. Taking to his cap-
tion, the producer wrote:
"100 per cent focus even
when he's putting pen to

paper (err.. fingers to key-
board) @faroutakhtar is
back in writer mode after a
long hiatus. Guess what
he's working on (sic)."

The picture has set
Twitter on fire as speculat-
ing fans have started trend-
ing 'Don 3' on the micro-
blogging site.

As a writer, Farhan, who
is the son of veteran
screenwriter Javed Akhtar
and Honey Irani, has deliv-
ered major hits like
'Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara',
the National Award-win-
ning coming-of-age film 'Dil
Chahta Hai', 'Dil Dhadakne
Do', 'Don', 'Don 2', and 'Rock
On'. Talking about Excel
Entertainment, their last
project was a successful
franchise of the Yash-star-
rer 'KGF' which was a
major hit nationwide.

Farhan Akhtar back to
scribble pad, starts 

working on new script

‘Will spend time with my
family on my birthday’

Sony TV presents ‘Yashomati
Maiyaa KeNandlala’
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London, Jun 05: 

Joe Root made a superb
unbeaten century to mas-
terfully guide England to
an impressive five-wicket
victory over New Zealand
on a gloomy fourth morn-
ing of the first Test at
Lord’s on Sunday.

Former captain Root
became the 14th batsman
to pass 10,000 Test runs
and finished on 115 not
out after sharing a sixth-
wicket partnership of 120
with Ben Foakes, whose
32 not out was also cru-
cial for England to reach their victory target of 277. New Zealand’s seam-

ers, previously so potent
through the Test, found
no swing on a cold morn-
ing and failed to test the
batsmen as the pair
picked off the runs with
little alarm after England
had resumed at 216 for
five, needing 61 for victo-
ry.

England captain Ben
Stokes can celebrate vic-
tory in his first Test in
charge and will be target-
ing a series win when the
second of three Tests gets
underway at Trent
Bridge in Nottingham on
Friday.

Root century leads England
to victory over NZ at Lord’s

Hungary beats England 1-0; Italy
and Germany draw 1-1 in NL

Rome, Jun 05 (AP): 

England slumped to its
first loss to Hungary in six
decades by 1-0 in the Nations
League. Dominik Szoboszlai
converted a second-half
penalty after being fouled by
Reece James on Saturday.

The last time Hungary
beat England came at the
1962 World Cup, with
England having gone 15
matches unbeaten against
Hungary since then.

Excluding penalty
shootouts, it was England's
first defeat in 23 matches.

"We have to accept that we
did not do enough to win the
game. A draw would have
been the fair outcome,"
England coach Gareth
Southgate said. "We did not
create too many clear cut

chances. "The heat was a fac-
tor and took a lot out of the
players and we tried to re-
fresh the team earlier than
normal. The balance of find-

ing out about new things and
the consistency of the regu-
lar team, I have to look at
whether I got that right."
Also in the same group, Italy

and Germany drew 1-1 with
Lorenzo Pellegrini and
Joshua Kimmich trading
goals three minutes apart in
the second half in Bologna.

Pellegrini redirected a
cross from Italy debutant
Wilfried Gnonto before
Kimmich fired in a rebound.
European champion Italy,
which did not qualify for a
second consecutive World
Cup, made wholesale
changes following a 3-0 loss
to Argentina in the
Finalissima on Wednesday.

"We played evenly against
a great national team," Italy
coach Roberto Mancini said.

"Germany is one of the
strongest teams right now."

Italy goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma appeared to
injure his left wrist on the
final play of the match.

Dominik Szoboszlai celebrates with Adam Szalai after scoring
Hungary's goal in the UEFA Nations League Group C match against
England at Puskas Arena Park, Budapest, Hungary.

Indian men’s team beats Switzerland
and draw against Pakistan in FIH Hockey
Lausanne, Jun 05 (PTI): 

The Indian men's team
began its campaign in the
inaugural FIH Hockey 5s
with a 4-3 win over hosts
Switzerland before playing
out a pulsating 2-2 draw
against arch-rivals
Pakistan here on Saturday.

The Indian women's
team, however, had a bad
day in office, losing both
its matches against
Uruguay (3-4) and Poland
(1-3).

The men's team, led by
Gurinder Singh, dished
out an impressive show of
fitness, skill and speed in
the opening match with
Raheel Mohammed scor-
ing two field goals in the

second and 10th minutes.
M o i r a n g t h e m

Rabichandra score a 'chal-

lenge goal' in the first
minute while captain
Gurinder struck in the

19th minute for India at
the Place de la Navigation
Stadium. For Switzerland,
Winkler Jonas (6th
minute), Reinhard Fabio
(11th) and Kruesi Patrick
(16th) were the goal scor-
ers. India led 3-1 at the half
time. A Hockey 5s match is
of 20 minutes divide into
two halves of 10 minutes
each. In its second match
of the day, the Indian
men's team led twice but
conceded a last minute
goal to play out a 2-2 draw
against the arch-rivals..

Raheel Mohammed gave
India the lead in the very
first minute through a
field goal before Laiqat
Arshad restored parity six
minutes later.

Afghanistan beats host
Zimbabwe by 60 runs in 1st ODI
Harare, Jun 5 (AP): 

Rahmat Shah hit 94 and
Mohammad Nabi took
four wickets as
Afghanistan beat host
Zimbabwe by 60 runs in
the first of three One-Day
Internationals here.

Afghanistan hasn't lost
an ODI series against the
Zimbabweans in five con-
tests since the first meet-
ing in 2014, and under-
lined its status as series
favourite with a dominant
performance at Harare
Sports Club on Saturday.
The Afghans totalled 276-5
before bowling out the
host for 216.

Shah and skipper
Hashmatullah Shahidi
were cautious at the start
of their partnership then
lashed out after reaching
their half-centuries. They
shared 181 for the third

wicket. Shah dominated
pace and spin and was
comfortable at the crease
while cracking seven
fours and three sixes from
120 balls in a man-of-the-
match effort. Shahidi
scored 88 from 104, includ-
ing 13 boundaries. Both
fell to Zimbabwe fast
bowler Blessing
Muzarabani, who took 4-
52 on his return to inter-
national cricket after a
stint as a practice bowler
for Lucknow Super
Giants in the Indian
Premier League.

Brazil faces Japan in friendly
with lesser focus on Neymar
Tokyo, Jun 05 (AP): 

Brazil coach Tite has had the
full four-year cycle to prepare
for this year's World Cup in
Qatar, unlike 2018 in Russia
when he took over in the mid-
dle of the cycle after Dunga
was fired.
Fresh from beating South
Korea 5-1 on Thursday in
Seoul, Brazil faces Japan on
Monday in an international
friendly in Tokyo. Brazil has
not lost since falling 1-0
against Argentina in the Copa
America final almost a year
ago.
Japan could be a good omen.
Brazil's under-23 team won
Olympic gold last year in
Tokyo, and Brazil's last World
Cup title came in 2002 in near-
by Yokohama in a World Cup
co-hosted by Japan and South
Korea.
"In a period of four years you
can do a better job," Tite said

Sunday, speaking at Japan's
new National Stadium, venue
for the Tokyo Olympics that
were delayed by a year.
"In that period you can see
many mistakes, but many
good things. You see a lot of
players. And now we are see-
ing a new generation in terms
of offense."
Neymar scored two penalties
against South Korea, but he's
no longer the entire fulcrum of
the attack. Three players from
the English Premier League
Richarlison, Coutinho and
Gabriel Jesus also scored in
Seoul. To that mix, add other
threats like Raphinha, Lucas
Paqueta and Vinicius Junior.

Women devotees perform rituals under a banyan tree on the occasion of Jamai Sashthi, at Balurghat in South
Dinajpur district, Sunday.

JAMAI SASHTHI

New Delhi, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leaders
on Sunday started plan-
ning for the "Bharat Jodo
Yatra" announced by the
party at the Udaipur "Nav
Sankalp Shivir". Former
Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi was also present at
the first meeting of the the
party's central planning
group for the "yatra".

The "Bharat Jodo Yatra"
will begin from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir
on October 2, coinciding
with Gandhi Jayanti. "The
first meeting of the Central
Planning Group for Bharat
Jodo Yatra took place today.
The Kanyakumari to
Kashmir yatra will start on
October 2nd and planning

for it began in right
earnest. Rahul Gandhi also
attended the meeting," sen-
ior party leader Digvijaya
Singh wrote on Twitter.

Singh is the convenor of
the group set up by
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi for the planning of
the "yatra". The "Bharat
Jodo Yatra" is to help unite
India, which the Congress
alleges is being divided
with increased polarisa-
tion in the country.

Others present at the
meeting included Jairam
Ramesh, Shashi Tharoor,
Jothi Mani, Indian Youth
Congress chief B V
Srinivas, Mahila Congress
chief Netta D'souza and
NSUI president Neeraj
Kundan.

Islamabad, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Pakistan's ruling al-
liance have questioned
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif's decision to em-
power the spy agency -
I n t e r - S e r v i c e s
Intelligence (ISI) - to con-
duct verification of all
government officers be-
fore their induction, ap-
pointments and postings,
as well as promotions.

The Sharif government
issued a notification on
Friday to give the status of
a Special Vetting Agency
(SVA) to the ISI. The deci-
sion angered not just the
allies but also his own

Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N). The ISI
is Pakistan's powerful spy
agency. In 1950, it was offi-
cially given the task of
safeguarding Pakistani
interests and national se-
curity, inside and outside
the country.

Some members belong-
ing to allied parties even
criticised Prime Minister
Sharif for not taking the
coalition partners and
parliament into confi-
dence, vowing to take the
matter to the court, The
Express Tribune newspa-
per has reported. They
quipped that the premier
should also consider in-

cluding politicians in the
notification as most of the
traitors were there.

"This has been done be-
hind the back of coalition
partners and parliament,"
Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) General-Secretary
Farhatullah Babar said,
asking why the decision
was taken as it is not a sin-
gle-party government.

In a tweet, Babar said
that the decision must be
unacceptable to many
coalition partners, and
they must protest to re-
verse it, adding that uni-
lateral alteration in civil
service rules must be
challenged.

Ahead of Amarnath Yatra, security
forces concerned over ‘sticky bombs’

Srinagar, Jun 05 (PTI): 

With the Amarnath
Yatra around the corner,
security forces in Jammu
and Kashmir are con-
cerned over terrorist
groups possessing "sticky
bombs" -- explosives that
can be attached to vehi-
cles and detonated re-
motely -- and are reshap-
ing their standard operat-
ing procedure for the pil-
grimage, officials said on
Sunday.

According to them, in-
terrogation of arrested
terrorists and their sym-
pathisers and other evi-
dence suggest that while
some "sticky bombs" have
been recovered by securi-

ty forces, many of them
may have found their way
into terror groups in
Kashmir Valley.

Recently a drone flying
in from Pakistan devel-
oped a technical snag and
was spotted by people in
Kathua. Later, the police
recovered arms and am-
munition, including seven
magnetic bombs or "sticky
bombs", from the place.

Concerned over the de-
velopment, the security
agencies reworked their
strategy, especially keep-
ing in mind the
Amarnath Yatra begin-
ning June 30.

About three lakh pil-
grims are likely to take
part in the pilgrimage to

the cave shrine located in
the upper reaches of
south Kashmir. It is ex-
pected to end on August
11. It has been decided
that vehicles of pilgrims
as well as of security
forces will be secluded
during their movement,
the officials said.

Instructions have also
been issued to the security
forces as well as those
managing the pilgrimage
not to leave vehicles unat-
tended. When contacted,
Inspector General of
Police (Kashmir range)
Vijay Kumar said the se-
curity forces are dealing
with the menace. "We have
taken adequate precau-
tions," he told PTI.

Colourful pageant, street fests cap
queen’s Platinum Jubilee

London, Jun 05 (AP): 

Royal fans were hoping
for an appearance by
Queen Elizabeth II at
Buckingham Palace after
a colourful street pageant
sashays through London
on Sunday, the final day of
a long holiday weekend
celebrating the monarch's
70 years on the throne.

Thousands of perform-
ers will parade along a
three-kilometre route
from Horse Guards Parade
down the Mall to
Buckingham Palace,
telling the story of the
queen's life with dance,
vintage cars, vibrant cos-

tumes, carnival music and
giant puppets. Festivities
will begin with the ringing
of bells at Westminster
Abbey, and a military band
will lead the gilded gold
state coach, a horse-drawn
carriage that transported
the queen to her corona-
tion 69 years ago.

The 96-year-old
monarch won't take part
in the pageant, but
archival video of her will
be broadcast at the coach's
windows. The keenest
royal fans braved the wet,
chilly weather and
camped out on the Mall
overnight to secure the
best view of the pageant.

Some came for the celebri-
ties who will be perform-
ing, while others wanted
to be part of a historical
moment. It's part of histo-
ry, it's never going to hap-
pen again. It's something
special, so if you are going
to do it you've got to go big
or go home," said Shaun
Wallen, 50.

The queen hasn't ap-
peared in public for the
Platinum Jubilee events
since Thursday, when she
smiled and waved on
Buckingham Palace's bal-
cony with her family. She
has limited her appear-
ances in recent months
due to what the palace de-

scribes as episodic mobili-
ty issues. She also had
COVID-19 this spring. Still,
she delighted the country
when she appeared in a
surprise comedy video
that opened a concert
Saturday staged in front of
Buckingham Palace.

In the video, the
monarch had tea with a
c o m p u t e r - a n i m a t e d
Paddington Bear and re-
vealed that, just like the
furry character, she was
partial to marmalade
sandwiches and liked to
keep them in her handbag.

Diana Ross and the rock
band Queen headlined the
star-studded tribute con-

cert Saturday night, which
also featured Rod Stewart,
Duran Duran, Alicia Keys
and Andrea Bocelli.

The celebrities paid trib-
ute to the queen's decades
of service to the UK and
the Commonwealth.
Prince Charles, her eldest
son and heir to the throne,
highlighted his mother's
role as a symbol of unity
and stability through the
decades.

Addressing the queen as
Your Majesty, mummy,
Charles said: You laugh
and cry with us and, most
importantly, you have
been there for us for these
70 years.

One more juvenile held in
Hyderabad teen rape case

Hyderabad, Jun 05 (PTI): 

The city police on
Sunday apprehended an-
other juvenile for his al-
leged involvement in the
sensational gang-rape of a
17-year-old girl at Jubilee
Hills here, even as
Telangana Governor
Tamilisai Soundararajan
sought a detailed report
within two days from the
Chief Secretary and
Director General of Police
regarding the case.

With this, the police has
nabbed an 18-year-old man
and three children in con-
flict with law (juveniles) in
connection with the case.
The police are on the look-
out for another suspect who
is still at large. One of the
teenage boys accused in the
incident is alleged to be a
son of a leader wielding

power. "In continuation of
arrest of three accused ear-
lier one CCLs (Child in
Conflict with Law) is appre-
hended by Jubilee Hills po-
lice today i.e., on 05-06-2022
and his apprehension was
effected in the above case
and he is being produced be-
fore the Hon'ble Juvenile
Court for their safe cus-
tody," Deputy Commiss-
ioner of Police (West Zone)
Joel Davis said in a press
note. Of the five accused
persons, one adult and three
juvenile have been appre-
hended while efforts are on
to catch hold of the remain-
ing accused, the DCP said,
adding that further investi-
gation is in progress. The
teenage girl, who visited a
pub here on May 28 for a
daytime party, was gang-
raped by five persons, in-
cluding three juveniles, po-

lice had said on June 3. The
girl was sexually assaulted
in a Multi-Purpose Vehicle
(MPV) here, police had said.
A press communication
from Soundararajan's press
secretary on Sunday said
the Governor was deeply
anguished over the heinous
incident. "Deeply anguished
over this heinous incident,
the Hon'ble Governor has
ordered for the submission
of a detailed report within
two days on the issue from
the Chief Secretary and the
Director General of Police,"
it said. The K
Chandrashekar Rao-led
government came under
sharp political attack from
the opposition BJP and
Congress demanding that
the TRS dispensation hand
over investigation in the
case to the CBI to ensure an
impartial probe.

Amritsar, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Sunday
paid obeisance at the Golden
Temple here and held a
closed-door meeting with
Akal Takht Jathedar Gyani
Harpreet Singh ahead of the
Operation Bluestar anniver-
sary. Mann after paying
obeisance at the Sikh shrine
went straight to the resi-
dence of the Jathedar. Tight
security arrangements
were made keeping in view
his visit and the Operation
Bluestar anniversary on
June 6.

However, what transpired
at the meeting was not
shared by the chief minis-
ter with the media when he
came out of the residence of
the Jathedar. According to
sources, both held the
closed-door meeting for
over an hour. An official
statement said Mann paid

obeisance at the Golden
Temple and prayed to the
God for peace, progress and
prosperity in the state.

"I bowed my head in rev-
erence to the Sri Guru
Granth Sahib and prayed
that my government's every
action should be aimed at
making Punjab a frontrun-
ner state in the county," said
Mann according to the
statement.

During the meeting with
the Jathedar, the chief min-
ister held deliberations on
social and religious issues,
said the statement. The
chief minister said that the
Golden Temple and the
Akal Takht have since long
remained a source of both
worldly and spiritual pow-
ers.

Mann said not only Sikhs,
every Punjabi derives
power from the land blessed
by the great Gurus.

The chief minister said

people of the state have
given a whopping mandate
to his government so he had
paid reverence at this di-
vine place to seek blessings
of the Almighty to fulfil all
aspirations of people.

Bhagwant Mann said he
was feeling rejuvenated
after paying obeisance at
the shrine, which filled him
with new vigour and enthu-

siasm to serve people with a
missionary zeal.

Meanwhile, the security
has been beefed up in the
city as a large number of
Sikh devotees are expected
to throng the Akal Takht on
June 6. The Army had car-
ried out the Operation
Bluestar in June 1984 to
flush out militants from the
Golden Temple complex.

Mann had on Saturday re-
viewed the law and order
situation ahead of the an-
niversary of Operation
Bluestar and said the state
police has been put on high
alert for maintaining peace
in the state. The CM had
said no one should be al-
lowed to disturb the hard-
earned peace of the state at
any cost.

Last month, the Jathedar
had advised Sikhs to keep li-
censed weapons, drawing
criticism from Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann.
The Punjab government
had recently pruned the
Jathedar's security cover.

The Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) had
later claimed that the
Punjab government re-
stored the security cover of
the Akal Takht Jathedar
but he refused to take it
back.
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Focus on giving precaution shot of Covid vaccine
to 4.7 cr elderly under Har Ghar Dastak 2.0

New Delhi, June 05 (PTI): 

The government plans to
focus on administering
precaution dose of Covid
vaccine to 4.7 crore 60-plus
population, due for it by
July 31, under its ongoing
door-to-door Har Ghar
Dastak 2.0 campaign, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

Of the estimated 13.75
crore senior citizens in the
country, 11.91 crore have
been administered both the
doses of Covid vaccine till
June 3. Of the 6.67 crore
beneficiaries in the age
group due for the booster
dose till July 31, 1.94 crore
have taken the shot.

Besides, 1.04 crore of the
total estimated senior citi-
zens are yet to take the first
dose of the Covid vaccine.
In 27 states, the coverage of
precaution dose among 60
years and above is below
the national average of 42
per cent.

These states include
Nagaland (13 per cent),

Meghalaya (15 per cent),
Arunachal Pradesh (16 per
cent), Manipur (19 per
cent), Jharkhand (27 per
cent), Punjab (24 per cent),
Maharashtra (31 per cent),
Madhya Pradesh (31 per
cent) and Assam (29 per
cent).

The second round of the
door-to-door campaign to
accelerate the pace and
coverage of the COVID-19
vaccination commenced on
June 1. It is a two-month-
long programme.

The Union Health
Ministry has asked states
and Union Territories to
focus on vaccinating all
those due for the second
dose and those aged 60 and
above eligible for precau-
tion shot through the door-
to-door activity.

States have also been ad-
vised to organise school-
based campaigns for fo-
cussed coverage of the pop-
ulation in the 12 to 18 years
age group.

According to official

data, of the estimated 7.40
crore adolescents in the
age group of 15-18 years, 80
per cent have been admin-
istered the first dose of
Covid vaccine and 62 per
cent are fully vaccinated
till June 3.

Besides, 73 per cent of
the estimated 4.71 crore
children aged 12 to 14
years have received the
first dose and 50 per cent
the second dose. Overall,
95 per cent of the popula-
tion aged 12 years and
above have been adminis-
tered the first dose of the
Covid vaccine and 84 per
cent are fully vaccinated.

The countrywide vacci-
nation drive was rolled out
on January 16 last year
with healthcare workers
getting inoculated in the
first phase. Vaccination of
frontline workers started
from February 2 last year.

The next phase of
COVID-19 vaccination com-
menced on March 1 last
year for people over 60

years of age and those aged
45 and above with specified
comorbid conditions.

Vaccination for all peo-
ple aged more than 45
years began on April 1 last
year. The government then
decided to expand the
ambit of the vaccination
drive by allowing everyone
above 18 years to be inocu-
lated against Covid from
May 1 last year.
Inoculation of adolescents
in the age group of 15-18
years commenced on
January 3.

India began administer-
ing precaution doses of
vaccines to healthcare and
frontline workers and
those aged 60 and above
with comorbidities from
January 10.

The country began inoc-
ulating children aged 12-14
from March 16 and also re-
moved the comorbidity
clause making all people
aged above 60 eligible for
the precaution dose of
Covid vaccine.

Punjab CM holds closed-door 
meeting with Akal Takht Jathedar

Telangana Guv seeks report on incident

Congress leaders start 
planning for ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’

Pak’s ruling alliance questions PM
Sharif’s decision to empower ISI to

conduct verification of civil servants

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann with Akal Takht
Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh during their meeting in
Amritsar, Sunday.

Young visitors during an arms and ammunition exhibition organised by Blazing Sword Division
under Gajraj Corps of the Indian Army, as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, in Tezpur, Sunday.

AZADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV



New Delhi, Jun 05 (PTI): 

The Railways cancelled
almost 9,000 train services
this year, out of which over
1,900 were due to coal move-
ment in the last three
months, an RTI query has
found.

In a reply to a query
under the Right To
Information (RTI) filed by
Chandra Shekhar Gaur, the
Railways has said that it
cancelled 6,995 train servic-
es for maintenance work or
for construction purposes,
while 1,934 services were
cancelled from March to
May due to coal movement.

Officials said due to se-
vere shortage of power, the
Railways has been forced to
prioritise the movement of

coal rakes over passenger
services.

They also said that the na-
tional transporter is on its
way to deliver 58 super criti-
cal and 68 critical projects
worth more than Rs 1,15,000
crore in the next few years,
and hence, maintenance as
well as construction work is
also being carried out as a
priority across its network.

However, this has critical-
ly affected the movement of
passengers across the coun-
try, especially during the
peak summer months.

According to the RTI,
from January to May, the
Railways cancelled 3,395
services of mail/express
trains, while 3,600 passenger
train services were can-
celled during the same peri-

od due to maintenance rea-
sons or for construction
works. While in January
and February, no train serv-
ices were cancelled due to
coal movement, 880 mail/ex-
press train services and
1,054 passenger train servic-
es were cancelled due to the
prioritising of coal rakes in
the last three months.

The Railways is also
struggling to provide con-
firmed tickets to passengers
due to a shortage in trains, a
severe surge in demand for
tickets over the last few
years and lack of new
trains. According to official
figures, in 2021-22, more
than 1.60 crore passengers
who had bought tickets
could not travel because
they were being wait-listed,

indicating a shortage of
trains on busy routes.

Due to the prioritising of
coal rakes, the Railways has
in fact recorded its best-ever
monthly freight loading of
131.6 million tonnes (MT) in
May 2022.

The loading of coal to
power houses -- both domes-
tic and imported -- has in-
creased by more than 11 MT
in May with 52.4 MT coal
being moved to power hous-
es as against 41.01 MT last
year, registering a 28 per
cent growth. Cumulatively,
in the first two months of
this year, Indian Railways
loaded over 18 MT extra coal
to power houses as com-
pared to the same period last
year with a growth of 24 per
cent.
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Terrorist arrested
JJaammmmuu:: A Hizbul
Mujahideen terrorist, who
had been active for the last
six years, was arrested in
Kishtwar district of Jammu
and Kashmir, an official
said on Sunday. Talib
Hussain, a resident of
Rashgwari in Nagseni tehsil,
was arrested in a joint oper-
ation by police, Rashtriya
Rifles and the CRPF, the
police official said.

Militants arrested
IIttaannaaggaarr:: Five militants
belonging to the banned
People's Revolutionary
Party of Kangleipak-Red
Army (PREPAK-RA) have
been arrested in
Changlang district of
Arunachal Pradesh, police
said on Sunday. Acting on
a tip-off, Assam Rifles
and Arunachal Pradesh
Police launched a joint
operation in Longkey
Makangtong area on June
3 and nabbed the five
insurgents over the next
two days, district
Superintendent of Police
Mihin Gambo said. 

Claws seized
MMaannddllaa:: Police have
arrested four poachers
and seized from them a
tiger hide, its claws and
the teeth of a wild boar in
Madhya Pradesh's
Mandla district, an offi-
cial said Sunday. Based
on a tip-off, the police
intercepted four men
moving on two motorcy-
cles on Saturday near a
temple under Bahmani
police station limits. 

Man tortured 
BBuuddaauunn  ((UUPP)):: Five police
personnel and two uniden-
tified people have been
booked here for allegedly
torturing a man in cus-
tody. Rehan (20) was held
by police on suspicion of
theft when he was return-
ing home from work. He
was given electric shocks
and the accused inserted a
wooden stick in his geni-
tals, a complaint lodged
by the man's family mem-
bers alleged.
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A woman drinks water 
to stay hydrated on a hot summer

day, in New Delhi, Sunday.

New Delhi, Jun 05 (PTI): 

The BJP on Sunday sus-
pended its national
spokesperson Nupur
Sharma and expelled its
Delhi media head Naveen
Kumar Jindal for their al-
leged derogatory remarks
against Prophet
Muhammad, as it sought
to defuse the row over the
issue.

Amid protests by
Muslim groups over the
remarks, the party also is-
sued a statement aimed at
assuaging the concerns of
minorities and distancing

itself from these mem-
bers, asserting that it re-
spects all religions and
strongly denounces the in-
sult of any religious per-

sonality. While Sharma's
comments during a TV de-

bate aimed at the founder
of Islam have drawn the

ire of Muslim groups,
Jindal also posted objec-
tionable tweets, deleted
later, and has been ac-
cused of often posting in-
citing comments. Their
comments also sparked a
Twitter trend calling for
boycotting Indian prod-
ucts in some countries.

A communication to
Sharma from the party's
disciplinary committee
secretary Om Pathak said
she has expressed views
contrary to the party's po-
sition on various matters,
which is in clear violation
of its constitution.

New Delhi, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Ahead of the June 10 Rajya
Sabha elections, Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi has appoint-
ed senior party leaders, includ-
ing Mallikarjun Kharge and
Bhupesh Baghel, as observers.
While Kharge has been made
the observer for Maharashtra,
Baghel and Rajeev Shukla have
been made observers for
Haryana, and Pawan Kumar
Bansal and T S Singh Deo for
Rajasthan. The Congress is
seeking to ensure that its candi-
dates win the Rajya Sabha (RS)
elections in Haryana, Rajasthan
and Maharashtra, while the BJP
has put its weight behind inde-
pendent candidates in Haryana

and Rajasthan. AICC general
secretary Ajay Maken is the
Congress candidate from
Haryana, where two seats have
fallen vacant.
The Congress and the BJP are
likely to get one seat each, but
the BJP has backed media
baron Kartikeya Sharma as an
independent. Sharma is the son
of Venod Sharma and son-in-
law of former Haryana Speaker
Kuldeep Sharma. Both are con-
sidered close to former Haryana
chief minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda.
The Congress needs 31 votes to
win the seat and has as many
MLAs. The Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) is banking on cross-
voting.

Bhubaneswar, Jun 05 (PTI):

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik on Sunday
effected a major reshuffle in
his three-year-old ministry
inducting 12 fresh faces into
his new team of 21 minis-
ters.

Patnaik, also the presi-
dent of the ruling Biju
Janata Dal (BJD), had on
Saturday asked all minis-
ters to resign to pave the
way for reconstituting the
ministry ahead of the 2024
elections to the Lok Sabha
and Assembly.

Among the 20 ministers
who quit the previous day,
Patnaik re-appointed only
nine. Some of those who
were dropped include min-
isters whose resignations

the opposition was demand-
ing over various issues.
Governor Prof Ganeshi Lal
administered the oath of of-
fice to 21 ministers includ-
ing five women. The pro-
gramme was held at the
new convention centre in
Lok Seva Bhavan, the state
secretariat. Of the new
ministers, 13 were of cabi-
net rank while the remain-
ing eight were appointed as

ministers of state (inde-
pendent charge). Three of
the five women -- Pramila
Mallick, Usha Devi and
Tukuni Sahu -- have been
given cabinet berths.

Representation has also
been given to leaders of the
scheduled tribe, scheduled
caste and Other Backward
Class (OBC) categories.
Besides, Patnaik has fo-
cused on Western Odisha,

considered the stronghold
of the opposition BJP. Of
the eight BJP MPs elected
from the state in 2019, five
are from that region. In the
new team, seven ministers
are from Western Odisha,
one more than the previous
ministry's figure.

Patnaik's new ministry
also included two members
of the royal family of the
state. Usha Devi and P K
Deb were appointed as cabi-
net ministers.

This is for the first time
that Patnaik filled all the
posts in the council of min-
isters by appointing 21 min-
isters as in his previous
terms as CM, he used to
keep one berth vacant. Now,
there are 22 ministers in-
cluding the chief minister.

Dubai, Jun 05 (AP): 

The death toll in a cata-
strophic tower collapse in
southwestern Iran rose to
at least 38 on Sunday, state
TV reported, as emer-
gency workers pulled an-
other body from the rubble
amid fears still more could
be trapped in the destruc-
tion.

It's unclear how many
more people remain unac-
counted for in the collapse
of the still under-construc-
tion tower at the Metropol
Building in Abadan nearly
two weeks ago. R escuers
were still working and
families still waiting for
word of their loved ones
despite promises the
search operation would be
finished by now.

The structural building
failure in the oil-rich but
impoverished Khuzestan
province has focused pub-
lic attention on shoddy
construction practices and
prompted mass allega-
tions of government cor-
ruption and negligence.

Authorities have arrest-
ed 13 people as part of a
broad probe into the disas-

ter, including Abadan's
mayor, Hossein
Hamidpour, who resigned
last Friday.

Protesters have gath-
ered in mourning at the
collapse site, denouncing
top officials and demand-
ing accountability, accord-
ing to videos widely
shared on social media
and analysed by The
Associated Press.
However, reporting on
events in Abadan remains
extremely difficult as the
threat of arrest looms.

Authorities have dis-
rupted internet access, ac-
cording to experts, re-
stricting people's ability to
share videos and informa-
tion.

In an effort to address
public mistrust, President
Ebrahim Raisi last Friday
paid a surprise visit to
Abadan, where he sur-
veyed the disaster site and
offered personal condo-
lences to the families of
victims. During his trip,
businessmen lodged com-
plaints about the scope of
corruption in local gov-
ernment, state-run media
reported.

Chandigarh, Jun 05 (PTI): 

BJP leader Manjinder Singh
Sirsa on Sunday said the Centre
is ready to get the killing of
Punjabi singer Sidhu Moosewala
probed by a central agency like
NIA if the Punjab government
recommends it. Sirsa visited
Moosewala's village in Mansa
and met the singer's family to
express his condolences.
Asked to comment on the
demand of the singer's family to
get the death investigated by a
central agency, the BJP leader
told reporters, "If they want it
to be probed by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA), we
will get it probed." He, however,
said the Punjab government will
have to recommend for a probe
by NIA or CBI after which the
central agency will take over
the investigation. Replying to
another question, he expressed
concern over the 'deteriorating'
law and order situation in the
state. Meanwhile, many other
political leaders from various
parties met Moosewala's family
and expressed their condo-
lences. Senior Congress leader
and former Union minister
Kumari Selja, who also met the
aggrieved family, termed the
late singer a multi-talented
artist.

BJP suspends Nupur Sharma,
expels Naveen Kumar Jindal

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Suspended from the BJP following her alleged
derogatory remark against Prophet Muhammad, Nupur Sharma
on Sunday unconditionally withdrew the controversial state-
ment made in a TV debate and said it was never her intention
to hurt anyone's religious feelings. Sharma, who was a BJP
national spokesperson, claimed that her comments were a
reaction to "continuous insult and disrespect towards our
Mahadev"' (Lord Shiva) as she could not tolerate it. In a state-
ment posted on Twitter, she said, "I have been attending TV
debates for the past many days where our Mahadev was being
insulted and disrespected continuously. It was mockingly being
said that it is not Shivling but a fountain. 

Nupur Sharma withdraws her 
controversial statement 

Kharge, Bhupesh Baghel
appointed observers

ahead of Rajya Sabha polls

ENVIRONMENT DAY

A young man looks at a birds nest at a roadside, on World Environment Day, 
in Gurugram, Sunday.

Odisha CM inducts 12 fresh faces into new ministry

Rlys cancelled almost 9,000 train services this yr,
over 1,900 due to coal movement: RTI

Death toll in Iran building
collapse rises to at least 38

‘Centre ready to get

Moosewala’s death

probed by NIA’
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Collector reviews lease 
survey in Jamul and Ahiwara 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 05: On Friday,
District Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure visited Municipal
Councils of Ahiwara and
Jamul. He reviewed the on-
going work of survey re-
garding lease of housing
land (Patta). He discussed
with the concerned officials

regarding the related topics.
A total of 1168 applications
have been received for new
lease from all 15 wards of
Ahiwara and 20 wards of
Jamul. He instructed the
CMOs to review the ineligi-
ble beneficiaries and said
that the applications re-
ceived in the public griev-
ance redressal camp should
be resolved soon.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 05: Door-to-
door checking of Coolers,
flower pots etc by SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's Public
Health Department (PHD)
was started from Saturday
in the Bhilai Township to
check infestation of mos-
quito larvae in stagnant
water. This survey work in
different sectors of town-
ship was started with 8
teams comprising of 48 per-
sons despatched today.

These persons who have
been trained by Zila
Malaria Department are
checking households for
stagnant water deposited
in coolers, pots, plastic bags
etc. Tamiflu solution is

being distributed free of
cost. Residents are being
advised to keep away chil-
dren from Tamiflu as any
contact with Tamiflu may
be harmful since it is poi-
sonous.

It is advised that two caps
of Tamiflu may be used in
coolers and stagnant water
once a week. District
Malaria Officer and IEDSP
Zila Nodal Officer CBS
Banjare had a detailed dis-

cussion with Sunil
Chaurasia, AGM (PHD),
Bhilai Steel Plant and his
team on the Malaria
Prevention Month being
observed in June. A sym-
bolic rally was also taken
out on the occasion.

AK Banjare, Manager,
VK Bhondekar, Manager,
Ratnakar Dalai, Health
Inspector, Nagraju, Sharad
Dev, Subhash Maharana,
Shamshuzama, Viswanath

Dewangan, Kamta Prasad,
Ajay Khanna, Ankush
Dewangan etc were present
during a rally taken out for
Malaria Prevention Month.

Fraudster lures youth with
govt job dreams; arrested 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 05: Police
have arrested a fraudster
on charges of duping Rs 15
lakhs from three youth on
promise of getting them
recruited as constables in
Chhattisgarh Police. Team
of Ranitarai Police Station
traced the accused and ar-
rested him from
Kondagaon.

SDOP (Patan) Devansh
Singh Rathore informed
that Ranitarai Police
Station had received a
complaint from Milesh
Chaturvedi, Keval Kumar
Bandhe and Kundan
Kumar regarding a gov-
ernment job fraud. They
complained that
Pharasgaon (Kondagaon)
resident Dipendra Kumar
Nag (35) son of Shivlal Nag
had lured them on the
promise of getting them
recruited as Constables in
Chhattisgarh Police. The
victims paid Rs 08 lakh, Rs
05 lakh & Rs 02 lakh re-
spectively to the accused.
They asserted that
Dipendra had duped them
of Rs 15 lakh. Police lodged
a complaint under section
420 of IPC against

Dipendra Kumar Nag and
investigations were
launched.

Under the guidance of
Superintendent of Police
Dr Abhishek Pallava, and
supervision of Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu and
SDOP (Patan) Devansh
Singh Rathore, the team of
Ranitarai Police Station
succeeded in arresting
Deepender Kumar Nag.
The accused Dipendra
Kumar Nag was constantly
trying to dodge the police
by changing his where-
abouts. With the help of
Cyber Cell, the location of
the accused was traced
after which the accused

was arrested from his na-
tive place in Pharasgaon,
District Kondagaon.
During interrogation, the
accused admitted to have
committed the crime. He
was arrested and produced
before the Court from
where he was sent to jail
on judicial remand.

Under the leadership of
SDOP (Patan) Devansh
Rathore, SHO Manoj
Prajapati, ASI Nakul
Thakur, ASI Ramon Sahu,
Head Constable Lokesh
Lahiri, Constables
Talendra Chandrakar,
Dikesh Banchor and
Dhananjay Sinha played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

Five ruffians including a junk 
dealer arrested for thefts 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 05: Police ar-
rested four ruffians on
charges of stealing cen-
tring plates and copper
wire from the construction
sites. A junk dealer was
also arrested for purchas-
ing the stolen items. The
joint team of
Padmanabhpur Chowki
and Anti Crime and Cyber
Unit (ACCU) arrested all
the five accused and recov-
ered the stolen items.

Considering the rising
cases of thefts and burgla-
ries, the teams of various
police stations are working
with Anti Crime and Cyber
Unit (ACCU) to trap the ac-
cused. Under the directions
of SP Dr Abhishek Pallava,
ASP (City) Sanjay Dhruv,
CSP (Durg) Abhishek Jha,
DSP (Crime) Nasar
Siddhiqui and
Probationary IPS Vaibhav
Banker, Police teams are
maintaining vigil on the ac-
tivities of suspects and
criminal record holders.
The network of informers
has also been activated for

the purpose. DSP (Crime)
Nasar Siddhiqui informed
that Police received a tip off
regarding some notorious
thieves who were recently
released from jail. The sus-
pects Karan, Bauwa and
Salman of Devar Mohalla
had stolen some centring
plates and had sold it to a
junk dealer.

The joint team of ACCU
and Padmanabhpur
Chowki took the suspects
into custody and during in-
terrogation, they confessed
to have stolen centring
plates from two construc-
tion sites in Dhanora. After
stealing the centring plates,
they carried it on a pull

cart and sold it to the junk
dealer Bittu alias
Mohammad Aaamir
Gehlot of Kasarideeh.

One of the accused
Karan Devar further dis-
closed that he had stolen
cable wires from Hockey
Ground situated near
Samriddhi Bazar and Jittu
Devar assisted him in the
crime. On the basis of his
statement, Jittu Devar was
also taken into custody.
Police team searched the
absconding junk dealer
Bittu alias Mohammad
Aamir Gehlot and man-
aged to arrest him. Later,
Police raided the junk deal-
er's premises and recovered

50 nos stolen centring
plates.

The arrested accused are
identified as Karan (23) son
of Usiyar Devar; Salman
Devar (29) son of Shamsher
Devar; Bauwa Devar (20)
son of Ramchand; Jittu
Devar (24) son of
Navbhaiyya Devar - all resi-
dents of Devar Mohalla,
Kasarideeh and Bittu alias
Mohammad Aamir Gehlot
(33) son of Late Anwar
Gehlot a resident of
Takiyapara, Durg.
Centring plates worth Rs
88200 and Copper Wires
worth Rs 8000 have been
seized.

SI Dharam Mandavi,

Chitralekha Sharma, ASI
Ganga Prasad Srivas, Head
Constable Shiv Prasad
Dubey, Nemu Prasad Sahu,
Constable Kishore Soni,
Balmukund Sahu from
Padmanabhpur Chowki
and Inspector Santosh
Mishra (I/c ACCU), ASI
Shamit Mishra, Head
Constable Chandra
Shekhar Banjir, Constable
Pradeep Singh, Jagjeet
Singh, Farukh Khan,
Keshav Sahu, Chitrasen
Sahu, Tileshwar Rathore,
Dhirendra Yadav, Narendra
Sahare, Ashwini Yadu and
Goverdhan Chouhan of
ACCU played vital role in
arresting the accused.

Kshatriya Kalyan Sabha celebrates ‘Samarsata Diwas’

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 05: Kshatriya
Kalyan Sabha celebrated
482nd birth anniversary of
Veer Shiromani Maharana
Pratap as Samarsata
Diwas. At the outset, the
people present paid hom-
age to the statue of
Maharana Pratap and
bowed to his ideals. Dr SN
Singh, retired Executive
Director of SAIL, who at-
tended the program as the
chief guest, remembered
him passionately and said
that Veer Shiromani
Maharana Pratap had over-
come many difficulties but
never ever let down the
country's great self-respect
and honor.

The ideals of such a
great patriot will always
guide the entire country
along with the Rajput socie-
ty. He said that it has be-
come necessary for us to
make our future genera-
tions also aware of our his-
tory. Dr Brijesh Singh, the
eminent litterateur of pa-
triotic and nationalistic
vein from Bilaspur invited
as special guest of the cere-
mony, in his remarks men-
tioned that Maharana
Pratap is a symbol of
Indian pride and has been
the ideal of freedom fight-

ers. The biggest proof of
Maharana Pratap's coordi-
nation with all classes is
that almost all sections of
the society supported him
in the war. From Bappa
Rawal to Pratap, Mewar's
holds long sacrificial tradi-
tion for the nation Dr
Brijesh Singh presented
more than fifty of his books
for the library of the com-
munity. Addressing the cer-
emony, Kaushalendra
Pratap Singh in his speech
said that Maharana Pratap
was the king of Udaipur,
Mewar and belonged to

Sisodia Rajput dynasty. His
name is immortal in histo-
ry for bravery, valour, sacri-
fice, and determination. He
did not accept the subjuga-
tion of the Mughal emper-
or Akbar and fought for
many years. Maharana
Pratap Singh defeated the
Mughals several times in
battle and brought the en-
tire Mughal Empire of
India to its knees.
Maharana Pratap fought
against Akbar by taking to-
gether with the representa-
tives of all the caste.

President of the Sabha

Digvijay Bahadur Singh,
Senior Vice President
Badri Vishal Singh,
Kalpana Bhadauria also
threw light on the lifestyle
of Maharana Pratap.

In the ceremony, Mala
Singh recited the poem of
'Veer Ras'. Geeta Singh re-
cited Vandana and patriot-
ic song during lamp light-
ing. At the end of the cere-
mony, the vote of thanks
was given by Rana Ashok
Kumar Singh. A remark-
able number of people of
the society were present on
this occasion. Secretary
Arvind Singh, Treasurer
Sanjay Singh, Chandan
Singh Bhadauria, Madhav
Singh, Dr Rajeev Pal, Prem
Sagar Singh, Mahendra
Pratap Singh, Badshah
Singh, Sudhir Singh
Gaharwal, Assistant
Inspector General of Police
UBS Chauhan, were pres-
ent at the function.

p Birth Anniversary 
of Veer Shiromani
Maharana Pratap

National Webinar on Collaboration 
and Co-Teaching Strategies organised
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 05:
Department of Education,
St Thomas College organ-
ized National Webinar on
Collaboration and Co-
Teaching Strategies on
Saturday. Principal of St
Thomas College, welcomed
the guests and all the partic-
ipants of the programme.
Deepti Santosh, gave a brief
introduction of the speaker
Dr Kiran Mishra. Dr Kiran
Mishra presented her views
on importance of
Collaboration and Co-
Teaching Strategies.

Principal, St Aloysius
Autonomous College,
Jabalpur, Rev Dr G Vazhan
Arasu, in his speech threw
light on benefit of collabo-
rative and Co- Teaching
Strategies as all the teach-
ers have distinguishing

qualities of their own.
Maju Joy, Assistant
Professor, Department of
Education, proposed vote of
thanks.

The programme was con-
ducted by Dr Jyotsna
Gadpayle. Convenor of the
National webinar was
Deepti Santosh and Dr
Shabnam Khan. Other

members of organizing
committee included J
Maju, Dr Jyotsna Gadpayle,
Dr Roshan Lal Sondhiya,
Dr Sushma Pillai and
Seema Potphode. Dr Sheeja
Thomas, Head, Department
of Education, gave her
valuable support in smooth
conduction of the pro-
gramme.

Public Health Dept begins Survey Work
in Township for preventing Dengue

Diabetes Clinic
operational in JLN
Hospital and RC

Bhilai, Jun 05: A Diabetes
Clinic was inaugurated by Dr
SK Issar, ED (M & HS) at
SAIL-BSP's JLN Hospital and
Research Centre on June 04,
2022 in view the rising num-
ber of diabetes patients. Dr
Pramod Binayake, CMO and
Dr Saurabh Mukherjee, Addl
CMO and the Medical and
Health services team were
present on the occasion. The
clinic will function from OPD
no 1 (A) from 09:00 hrs to 11:00
hrs daily except Sunday. The
clinic will offer nutrition, ex-
ercise, lifestyle changes and
medicine related information
for patients. Training for
using Insulin and testing
sugar levels by self using
Glucometer will be imparted
in the clinic. Symptoms of
low or high sugar levels will
be shared in the clinic.

Cyclist crushed to
death in road mishap 

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0055:: A cyclist was
crushed to death by a truck at
Rani Avanti Bai Square in Kohka
on Sunday morning. The truck
belongs to Bhilai Municipal
Corporation and was being used
to carry wastes. Police are trying
to identify the deceased.
According to information, the in-
cident occurred near Rani Avanti
Bai Square in the wee hours of
Sunday. The cyclist was hit by a
BMC's truck at the road turning.
The cyclist fell on the ground and
died on the spot after coming
under the wheels of the truck.
The truck driver left the vehicle
and escaped from the spot. On
information, team of Smriti
Nagar Chowki reached the spot
and the body was sent for autop-
sy after preparing an inquest.
Police have seized the truck
bearing registration number
CG07-CB-0745 and lodged a case
against the absconding driver.
The deceased was a fish vendor. 

BSP celebrates World Environment Day at Bhilai Niwas

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0055:: Several events were
organised by SAIL-BSP's
Environment Management
Department to mark World
Environment Day. The theme of
World Environment Day this year is
"Only One Earth" and the host coun-
try is Sweden. The theme itself
urges citizens of all nations to join
hands to take collective actions to
stop environmental degradation &
climate change - the twin chal-
lenges threatening the very exis-
tence of all living organisms on this
beautiful planet earth.  

SAIL-BSP is committed to be
clean and green and use sustainable
initiatives to protect the environ-
ment and save resources for a vi-
brant future. At a programme or-
ganized by BSP at Bhilai Niwas the
other day, saplings were planted, a

Tableau designed to spread the
message of environment protection
was flagged off and a web portal on
Carbon footprint was inaugurated. 

Dr MK Verma, Vice Chancellor,
Chhattisgarh Swami Vivekananda
Technical University (CSVTU)  was
the Chief Guest at the main function
in MP Hall, Bhilai Niwas. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director In-charge, Bhilai
Steel Plant was the Special Guest. 

At the outset, saplings were
planted by Dr MK Verma, Anirban
Dasgupta and other dignitaries and
officials present. This was followed
by flagging off of mobile exhibition
showcasing environment manage-
ment initiatives of BSP. The mobile
exhibition that will be touring Bhilai,
nearby villages and the Plant's min-
ing townships for the next few days
will also display short films on the
theme of environment protection as
well as films on BSP's environment

management activities, CSR activi-
ties etc.  An exhibition of paintings
and models by Eco Club members of
BSP schools was inaugurated and
pledge to protect Environment and
a Message for the Nation on
Environment day were taken.
School students spoke on the theme
of Environment Day during the pro-
gramme at Bhilai Niwas. The stu-

dents also staged a skit based on
the theme of Environment to mark
the Environment Day celebrations.
Later, a portal on Carbon footprint
was started. Dr SK Issar, ED
(Medical & Health services), Anish
Bhatta, ED (Projects & Material
Management), KK Singh, ED (P&A),
SN Abidi, Acting ED (Works), Dr AK
Panda, CGM I/c (F &A), Chief

General Managers and senior offi-
cials were present on the occasion.
Also present were teachers from
Education Department and school
students. Prof Dr MK Verma, Vice
Chancellor (CSVTU) in his inaugural
address said that programmes like
these bring about awareness about
Environment conservation. We must
reflect what we are doing for our

earth and change our behavior and
daily routine accordingly. Anirban
Dasgupta, Director I/c (BSP) stated
that we must de-carbonise steel
making using hydrogen gas and de-
crease carbon dioxide intensity used
for steel making, this will happen as
India's economy develops further,
he added.  At the outset, DL Moitra,
CGM (Envt Mgt) welcomed every-

one on the occasion of World
Environment day.

As a responsible corporate,
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant has always
been sensitive towards environ-
ment & social concerns. In the last
few years, it took giant strides to-
wards minimizing emissions, treat-
ing and recycling effluents and
other solid wastes. BSP has in-
stalled state of the art clean tech-
nologies in its recently implement-
ed MODEX plan and implemented
technologies for energy conserva-
tion & pollution control. For the
better management of Municipal
solid wastes, BSP has installed
SLRM Center in BSP Township.
This facility is capable of turning
the green waste into Manure and
Plastics into useful granules which
is sold to the recyclers.

Fulfilling the aspirations of the
people living in the surrounding vil-

lages, BSP has implemented several
schemes for strengthening infra-
structure in schools, sanitation,
drinking water, solar operated
pumps, greenbelt, water conserva-
tion, pond cleaning and beautifica-
tion as part of the Corporate
Environment Responsibility.

For protection of Bio-diversity in
Plant, township & mines, BSP has
undertaken massive plantation
drives right since inception. So far
more than 56 lakh trees have been
planted, with the help of
Chhattisgarh Rajya Van Vikas
Nigam, thereby turning BSP's plant
area, township & mines as green
enclaves, sheltering variety of flora
& fauna. This massive plantation
has resulted in eco-restoration
leading to enhanced bio-diversity in
its township & mines which is the
true indicator of environmental
conservation.

Saplings planted, tableau flagged off, web portal on Carbon footprint inaugurated 
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HOT WEATHER

People on Sunday went out fully covered from head to feet to avoid sun-stroke as the
mercury shot to 44-45 deg. Celsius here on Sunday afternoon.

Raipur, Jun 05: Anand
Jewels included among the
250 companies with high
growth in Asia-Pacific re-
gion inaugurated its new
showroom spread in an area
of 11,000-12,000 sq.ft. at
Pandri, Raipur on Sunday.
The inauguration was done
by Ejaz Dhebar, Mayor,
Raipur Municipal
Corporation and  Pt. Vijay

Shankar Mehta. This is 3rd
showroom of Anand Jewels
in Raipur apart from its pres-
ence in Bhopal and Indore
which will offer jewelleries
of latest trend and modern
design to its customers.

Anand Jewels provide
right information to the cus-
tomers along with quality
and certification. All show-
rooms have Karat meter and

diamond testing lab in which
customer can check dia-
mond and gold ornaments
and know its right value. Not
only Hallmark jewellery is
available at Anand Jewels
but diamond is also available
with buy-back guarantee.
The brand is known for its
purity and providing value
for money to its customers.

Anand Jewels have made

aware its customers about
market charges. The mak-
ing charges starts from 3
per cent and customers are
informed about the making
charges on the jewellery
based on designs. The
transparency and one price
policy increases the thrust

for Anand Jewels among
the customers. Hailing
from Indore, the brand has
set the vision for global
standard. It exudes meticu-
lous planning to create a
singular platform that
would stalate all consumer
needs. The larger goal is to
surpass any paradigm of
luxury that any retail
brand has ever set in

Madhya Pradesh. Anand
Jewels  have shared a pro-
fessional relationship with
its customers, wherein the
design consortium has
been able to witness the
brand’s trajectory of
growth from inception to its
thriving success today.

Raipur, Jun 05: Bilaspur
received an amazing gift
from Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Sunday
as he inaugurated Alliance
Air Bilaspur-Bhopal-
Bilaspur flight service from
Bilasa Devi Kenwat Airport,
Chakarbhatha today via
video conferencing from
Kanker. Baghel virtually
participated in this program

organized at Chakarbhatha
and flagged off the aircraft.
Chief Minister Mr. Baghel is
on a visit to Kanker assem-
bly constituency today
under Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan.

In his address to the pro-
gram, Chief Minister said
that State Government is
making every possible effort
for expansion of new air
services in the state. As a re-
sult of State Government’s
consistent efforts, new air
services have been started
from Raipur as well as
Jagdalpur and Bilaspur in
the last three and a half
years. All the necessary
arrangements are being
made to ensure operation of
the airline in all kinds of
weathers. Besides, the facili-
ty of night landing has also
been made at Bilaspur and
Jagdalpur airports. Plans

for the development of a
new airstrip in Koriya and a
commercial airport at
Korba are being implement-
ed in a full swing. Similarly,
airport runway is being de-
veloped at Ambikapur at a
cost of Rs 43 crore.
Simultaneously, automated
ATC equipment has been in-
stalled at Jagdalpur,
Bilaspur and Ambikapur
airports, which will facili-
tate landing of airplanes
and helicopters in these air-
ports at any time.

50 passengers left in the
first Bilaspur-Bhopal flight
that has commenced from
today. The pilot of this plane
is Mr. Bhaskar Pant and the
co-pilot is Ms. Richa Parihar.
Chief Minister Baghel con-
gratulated people of the
state, especially those of
Bilaspur, on the commence-
ment of Bilaspur-Bhopal-

Bilaspur airline. He said that
the entire Chhattisgarh
would get the benefit of this
new service. Baghel said
that till three and a half
years ago, only Raipur had
proper air service, but from
today onwards, Bilaspur and
Jagdalpur have the regular
air service facility as well.
Central Chhattisgarh as well
as North and South
Chhattisgarh are well con-
nected with the country’s air
network. Regular domestic
air service has been started
from Bilaspur Airport in
Delhi-Jabalpur-Bilaspur-
Prayagraj sector from 01
March 2021. Today Bilaspur-
Bhopal-Bilaspur flight serv-
ice has commenced.
Lighting and runway are
being developed to introduce
night landing facility at
Bilaspur airport.

Expressing happiness on

the commencement of new
airline, Revenue Minister
Jaisingh Agrawal congratu-
lated the residents of
Bilaspur. He said that not
only Bilaspur but people of
entire North Chhattisgarh
would be benefited by the
commencement of this
flight. He expressed his grat-
itude to Chief Minister for
the expansion of air services
in Bilaspur. He directed the
officials concerned to ensure
proper parking facility for
vehicles in the airport prem-
ises and construction of
sheds for the drivers. He said
that the land adjoining the
airport belongs to the army
and the process of acquiring
the same has been started by
the state government. Once
the land is acquired, the run-
way will be extended and in
this way, more airlines will
have night landing facility.
Leader of Opposition Mr.
Dharamlal Kaushik,
Parliamentary Secretary
Mrs. Rashmi Singh, MLA
Mr. Shailesh Pandey, Mayor
Bilaspur Mr. Ramsharan
Yadav also addressed the
function. Collector Mr.
Saransh Mittar delivered the
welcome address. Bilha
SDM Mr. Amit Gupta pro-
posed vote of thanks.

Making all possible efforts to commence
new air services in state: Baghel

CM flags off Alliance
Air Bilaspur- Bhopal-
Bilaspur airline

In last three and a
half years, regular
air services from
Jagdalpur and
Bilaspur airports
have been started

Development of a
new airstrip in
Koriya and a com-
mercial airport in
Korba is in progress

Airport runway is
being developed in
Ambikapur at a cost
of Rs 43 crores

Raipur, Jun 05: Fire
broke out in the godown
of Gopal Cycle Store lo-
cated near Station Chowk
Tilda in Raipur. Fire
spread rapidly due to by-
cycle tyres.

According to the infor-
mation received, fire
broke out due to a short
circuit in the godown lo-

cated in the middle of the
house in the cycle store.
Soon fire spread to the en-
tire godown.

Fire brigade vehicle
reached the spot to extin-
guish fire. Meanwhile,
goods worth lakhs kept in
the godown were gutted
in fire. No casualty of any
kind was reported yet.

Raipur, Jun 05: Go Green
Committee of the National
Institute of Technology
(NIT), Raipur organized a
Plantation Drive and Cycle
Rally on the occasion of
World Environment Day
on 5th June, 2022. The
event started with Dr. A.
M. Rawani, the Director of
NIT Raipur planting a
sapling near the Souvenir
Garden. Dr. P. Y. Dhekne,
Dean (Student Welfare),
Dr. M. Pradhan, Professor
(Mining Engineering), Dr.
Gangadhar Ramtekkar,
Professor (Civil
Engineering), Dr. D. C.
Jhariya, Faculty In-
charge, Go Green, Dr.
Mridu Sahu, Assistant
Professor (IT), Dr. P. K.

Chaudhari, Associate
Professor (Chemical
Engineering) and Dr. V. K.
Singh, Associate Professor
(Chemical Engineering)
also contributed to the
same and helped to spread

the awareness.
Around 100
plants are being
planted all
around the cam-
pus.

This was fol-
lowed by the dis-
tribution of T-
Shirts to the at-
tendees and Dr. A.
M. Rawani flag-
ging off the Cycle
Rally. It was at-
tended by the fac-
ulties and their
families along
with the students
and the staff
members. The

rally began at the
Souvenir Garden and com-
pleted two rounds of the
campus. The Go Green vol-
unteers were present at
each check-post to direct
the rally.

Plantation Drive and Cycle Rally at NIT
p On World

Environment Day

Anand Jewels opens its 3rd showroom

Anand Jewels
Chairman, Harbhajan
Anand said that  we
offer lifetime free
repair on all
jewellery pur-
chased from
A n a n d
Jewels. In
addition to
this Anand
Jewels also
provide cent-
percent buy-back
on all jewellery. We only
deduct making charges
and reduces tax on old
Gold, Diamond and
Polki jewellery and re-
turns the entire amount
based on market value
to the customers. He

said that Anand Jewels
sells only VVS diamond
with buy-back guaran-

tee and quality.
Customers also

get best deal on
exchange fa-
cility here.
The Raipur
s h o w r o o m
that was

launched today
is much more

fabulous and ele-
gant than our Indore
and Bhopal showroom
and expect that this
showroom will get mas-
sive response from our
customer and become
the number one show-
room, he added.

Expects Raipur showroom to
become No.1: Harbhajan Anand

Anand Jewels MD
Gaurav Anand said that
transparent customer
policy adopted by us is
appreciated in the entire
country. Customers can
self check the  authentic-
ity, purity and right price
of the gold jewellery and
diamond items here at
our showroom. The cul-
ture of India is closely
associated with gold jew-
ellery, he added.
Customer should get
aware of various aspects
prior to purchase of gold
and diamond jewellery.
At present there is no
plan to launch our sister
concern Punjab Jewels
in Raipur. This show-
room is sufficient to
cater the needs of

Chhattisgarh, Orissa
and Jharkhand. ‘Saccha
Bhav’ is a concept that in
which we inform the cus-
tomers about the price,
making charges and  pu-
rity. We sell on wholesale
rate to our customers.
Gold jewellers costing Rs
10000 to Rs 75000 is avail-
able at ground floor. On
first floor we have jew-
ellery items costing Rs
75000 to Rs 2 lakh and on
third floor jewellery
above Rs 2 lakh will be
available. We also have
bridal and polki lounge
for younger generation
here. We are happy to
open this latest outlet as
we feel that the lifestyle
of this Raipur is growing
at a fast rate and so are
the demands. Raipur is
an emerging hot spot for
shopping and even the
people residing in other
cities have easy access to
Raipur. This outlet of
Anand Jewels has been
opened with special at-
tention to our already
growing customer-base.

Separate bridal and polki lounge for
younger generation: Gaurav Anand

Fire breaks out in cycle godown

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0055:: ‘Our ancestors
have handed over a healthy
and clean environment in her-
itage. We all have the responsi-
bility to make it better and
pass it on to the future genera-
tions’, Forest and Housing and
Environment Minister
Mohammad Akbar said while
addressing a seminar organ-
ized by the Chhattisgarh
Environment Protection Board
on the occasion of World
Environment Day here on
Sunday. He emphasized need-
ful and judicious use of natural
resources in view of the pres-
ent circumstances.

The seminar was based on
the theme ‘Earth is priceless,
maintain balance with nature’.
According to Akbar there is a
deep connection between
nature and life. According to
him the life safety and future
prosperity depend in environ-
ment protection and conserva-
tion. Underlining the impor-
tance of environment protec-
tion and prevention of pollution
he called for combined partici-
pation in such efforts.

Akbar said that sustainable
development would be possi-
ble through harmony with the

nature. He said that state gov-
ernment was making efforts
for environmental protection.
Environment Minister Akbar
also honored the winning par-
ticipants in the competition
organized by the Chhattisgarh
Environment Conservation
Board.

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, senior MLA and for-
mer minister Satyanaran
Sharma described nature as
our heritage and said that
whole world will have to unite
and make collective efforts to
save it. The keynote speaker
of the program Dr K
Subramaniam said that forests
and environment are a price-
less gift given by nature.

Forests provide a balanced
environment for thousands of
species of animals, he said,
adding that the well being of
all of us lies on its protection
and promotion.

Delivering the welcome
address, Board Secretary RP
Tiwari said that it was social
and moral responsibility of
every citizen to work for pro-
tection of environment. Tiwari
highlighted the work being
done in the field of environ-
mental protection.

Environment Conservation
Board was making efforts
under guidance of the State
Government towards environ-
mental protection, he said,
adding that monitoring sta-

tions are being set up in the
major cities of Chhattisgarh
namely Raipur, Durg-Bhilai,
Korba and Raigarh for continu-
ous ambient air quality meas-
urement. Work is also being
done to establish monitoring
station for continuous meas-
urement of water quality of
five major rivers Mahanadi,
Shivnath, Kharun, Hasdeo and
Kelo rivers.

Establishment of modern
Central Environment
Laboratory at Sector 19 Atal
Nagar, Nava Raipur by
Chhattisgarh Environment
Conservation Board is in
progress. Facility of world-
class testing of various com-
ponents of the environment
will be available in this labora-
tory. 

A presentation on environ-
mental protection was given
by the children of Bharat Mata
English Medium School
through a mime show. A cycle
rally was also organized by the
Board at 6 am which was
flagged off by Parliamentary
Secretary Vikas Upadhyay.
Around 350 school children
and other people participated
in the rally.

Environmental protection necessary for safety of life: Akbar

Kanker, Jun 05: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Sunday reached Badal village
of Kanker assembly con-
stituency as a part of his meet
and greet programme. He in-
spected the Anganwadi centre
and inquired about the status
of schemes being provided to
the mothers and children. The
Chief Minister also inspected

Gothan of Badal village and
asked to take a step ahead to-
wards environmental protec-
tion by planting cashew trees.

Offered prayers at the an-
cient Shiv temple

Chief Minister Baghel of-
fered prayers at the historic
Shiv temple located in Badal
village and wished for the pros-
perity and well-being of the

people of the region, state and
country. Worshipped
‘Chhattisgarh Mahtari’

After reaching the venue,
Chief Minister first worshiped
‘Chhattisgarh Mahtari’
(Mother) and then commenced
his public interaction drive tak-
ing  feedback about the govern-
ment schemes from the local
people.

CM interacts with people in Badal village 
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Raipur, Jun 05: Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh
(JCCJ) demonstrated at
the crossroads near Raj
Bhavan on Sunday to
save forests of Hasdeo.
Demonstrators, led by
JCCJ State President
Amit Jogi, planted
saplings in pots near
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh memorial close to
Rajbhavan. They raised
slogans and appealed to
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi to save Hasdeo.

According to Amit Jogi
the issue of harvesting of
Hasdeo Aranya is very
serious. Not only Hasdeo

Aranya, but the entire
Chhattisgarh has been af-
fected due to the approval
of the felling of the forest
for coal mining, he said,
adding that 350 different
types of animals and
birds are living in
Hasdeo Aranya. Hasdeo
Aranya is also a protect-
ed forest area of tribes
and elephants, he said
and added that the agri-
cultural area of
??Janjgir-Champa dis-
trict is irrigated through
Hasdeo river.

The future of lakhs of
farmers of Chhattisgarh
depends on Hasdeo
Aranya, he said. Amit
Jogi said that if the min-
ing work is not stopped,
then Hasdeo Aranya,
spread over four thou-
sand square kilometers,
will be reduced to only
400 square kilometers.

Jogi said, Amar
Shaheed Veer Narayan
Singh belonged to the
Gond tribe. In 1857, he

laid down life while fight-
ing British to save the
land and forests of
Chhattisgarh. ‘Today, on
World Environment Day,
we are protesting against
the ongoing illegal min-
ing, illegal forest cutting
and atrocities on Gonds
and other tribals and fu-
ture water shortage for
the farmers of Janjgir
district’, he said.

According to Jogi both
the national parties are
not speaking anything
on this important issue
of Chhattisgarh. Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh
will struggle on this
issue, he said, adding
that in the coming week,
the workers of Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh
will travel in large num-
bers to Hasdeo where
they will join the mas-
sive protest of people.

Hasdeo Aranya is a
rich forest situated be-
tween Korba, Surguja
and Surajpur districts of

Chhattisgarh. Spread
over one lakh 70 thou-
sand hectares, this forest
is known for its biodiver-
sity. The Wildlife
Institute of India’s re-
port for the year 2021
states that there are 10
thousand tribals in this
area. Elephant, leopard,
bear, hyena, 82 types of
birds, rare species of but-
terflies and 167 types of
flora and fauna have
been found.

Rajasthan Rajya
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
has been allotted a coal
mine in this area. For
this 841 hectares of forest
has to be cut. At the same
time, two villages have to
be displaced. Local vil-
lagers are opposing it.
On the night of 26 April,
the administration se-
cretly cut hundreds of
trees. After that the
movement spread all
over the state. Now the
administration has cut
trees again.

Demonstration near Raj Bhavan for Hasdev
JCC-J plants
saplings in pots
near Shaheed Veer
Narayan Singh
memorial
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POSITIVE MESSAGE 

Students of Veer Chhatrapati Shivaji English Medium School organised ‘Nukkad-Natak’ to create awareness about
environment and its conservation and likely effect if it is ignored.

Antagarh, Jun 05: 

On the occasion, Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel did
bhoomipujan of 12 works
of Public Health
Engineering Department
worth Rs. 5 crore 80 lakh, 4
works of Water Resources
Department worth Rs. 11
crore 65 lakh, one work of
District Construction
Committee worth Rs. 1
crore 62 lakh, eight works
of Education Department
worth Rs one crore 75
lakhs, 1 work of Women
and Child Development
Department worth Rs 45
lakhs, 3 works of Public
Works Department worth
Rs 8 crores 71 lakhs, 18
works of District Mineral
Trust Institute, Directorate

of Public Instruction
worth Rs 1 crore 46 lakhs.

Besides, Chief Minister
inaugurated 2 works of

Water Resources
Department worth Rs 4
crore 53 lakh, 2 works of
Public Works Department

worth about Rs 11 crore 22
lakhs, 18 works of Public
Works Department worth
Rs 22 crores 49 lakhs, 21
works of Pradhan Mantri
Gram Sadak Yojana worth
Rs 39 crore 5 lakh, one work
for Rural Mechanical
Service worth Rs 14 lakh
and one work worth Rs 25
lakh for Health Department.

In-charge Minister Mrs.
Anila Bhendiya,
Parliamentary Secretary
Mr. Shishupal Sori,
Antagarh MLA Mr. Anoop
Nag, Advisor to the Chief
Minister Mr. Rajesh Tiwari,
District Panchayat
President Mr. Hemant

Dhruv along with public
representatives and senior
officials were present in the
program.

CM unveils 88 devp works
worth Rs 109 cr

p For the people of
Antagarh assembly
constituency

Kanker: It’s not every
day that you get a chance
to witness a scenario
where someone grabs
Chief Minister’s collar,
but rather than taking ac-
tion he bursts out laugh-
ing. It’s not every day that
you get a chance to wit-
ness a scenario where
someone grabs Chief
Minister’s collar, but
rather than taking action
he bursts out laughing.

During his visit to
Anganwadi centre in
Badal village falling
under Kanker assembly
constituency today, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
lifted a lil girl in his arms.
Known for his cheerful
mood and affection to-

wards children, Baghel
burst into laughter when
the child grabbed his col-
lar. “Isne to sidha
Mukhyamantri ka hi col-
lar pakad liye” (She di-
rectly grabbed the collar
of the Chief Minister), he
said jokingly.

Baghel embraced the
baby girl and offered her
chocolates. This gesture
of the Chief Minister
brought a smile to every-
one’s face. Besides, he
also visited the kitchen of
the Anganwadi centre
and inspected the prepa-
ration of hot meals
served to mother and
children.

CM bursts out laughing when a lil girl grabs his collar

p She directly
grabbed the collar
of the CM, he said
jokingly
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Raipur, 5th Jun: At the re-
view meeting held today,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel took information
from the officials con-
cerned about the ongoing
works under Water
Resources Department and
Narva program.At the re-

view meeting held today,
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel took infor-
mation from the officials
concerned about the ongo-
ing works under Water
Resources Department and
Narva program.

Baghel gave necessary
instructions regarding the
Narva Development work

in Korar and Phase One of
Charma area. Baghel gave
necessary instructions re-
garding the Narva
Development work in
Korar and Phase -1 of
Charma area. He also re-
viewed the rise in water
level based on the survey of
forest, revenue and water
resources.

CM takes stock of ongoing works under WRD, Narva prog

Jagdalpur , Jun 05: On
occasion of World
Environment Day, people
present, including public
representatives, top offi-
cials of district adminis-
tration, planted saplings
in the programme organ-
ized by the Municipal
Corporation at Jheeram
Memorial Martyr
Memorial (JMMM) locat-
ed at Lalbagh Maidan in
the city. On this occasion
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, Mayor
Safira Sahu, Chairman of
Municipal Corporation
Kavita Sahu, CEO District
Panchayat Rohit Vyas,
Commissioner Municipal
Corporation Prem Patel,
SDM Dinesh Nag and
those present celebrated
Environment Day by
planting saplings.

On this occasion,
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekhchand Jain, while
giving information about
the importance of trees for
conservation and promo-
tion of the environment,
asked them to ensure
measures for protection by
planting saplings. He said
that the availability of life-
giving oxygen is absolute-
ly necessary to save life,
which one gets only from
trees. Therefore, it is the
duty of all of us to plant

more and more trees to
protect and promote them.

Mayor Safira Sahu said
that it is very necessary to
protect the environment
and the trees and plants to
protect the entire
mankind all over the
world. He said that merely
planting trees does not ful-
fill our duties, but we all
have to take up the respon-
sibility of protecting the
trees. On this occasion, the
Chairman of the
Municipal Corporation,
Kavita Sahu, while giving
information about the im-
portance of trees and
plants environment con-
sevation, appealed all the
people to plant more and
more saplings and ensure
its safety.

While congratulating
and wishing the people
present on World
Environment Day, CEO
District Panchayat Rohit
Vyas informed about the
importance of trees to

protect the environment.
He threw light on the dan-
gers of climate change,
global warming, etc., and
gave important informa-
tion regarding the meas-
ures to protect them.

On this occasion, a
painting and essay com-
petition was also organ-
ized by the Education
Department for the school
children of the city. In the
program, attractive and
beautiful pictures based
on environmental protec-
tion were made by school
children. Taking a pledge
to protect the environ-
ment, saplings were also
distributed to the people
present in the program.
Apart from MIC mem-
bers, councilors and pub-
lic representatives of the
Municipal Corporation,
District Education
Officer Bharti Pradhan
and other officers-em-
ployees were present in
the program.

Plantation done in JMMM

Antagarh, Jun 05: The
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel visited Podgaon
village of Antagarh con-
stituency where he inter-
acted with the villagers.
The Chief Minister an-
nounced the posting of

Additional Collector and
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
in Antagarh on people’s
demand. He also an-
nounced the construction
of a Tehsil office at
Antagarh.

The Chief Minister an-
nounced the widening of
Antagarh Podgaon to
Temrupani road as well as
upgrading Amabeda
Primary Health Center to

a Community Health cen-
tre. He announced the con-
struction of a model road
from Antagarh Golden
Chowk to the Electricity
Department Office, Gram
Panchayat Bandapal
Boys-Girls Middle School
Ashram, upgrading Sub-
Health Center Bhainsasur
as Primary Health Center,
a new Anganwadi in
Gram Panchayat Bade
Gopal, construction of a

culvert at Gudrapara and
a new building for Higher
Secondary School
Podgaon.

The Chief Minister of-
fered prayers to
‘Chhattisgarh Mahtari’ in
Podgaon. During the dis-
cussion on agriculture, a
farmer named Sonu of
Amabeda put his point in
front of the Chief
Minister. Sonu said after
the implementation of
Rajiv Gandhi Nyay
Yojana we all are getting
a good price for our
crops. Sonu thanked him
for the implementation of
farmer-centric schemes
that have been started by
the present government.
“When I came to know
that you are coming to
our village, I have
brought black rice grown
in my fields for you”, he
added.

Addl. Collector, Addl. SP will be posted in Antagarh: CM
CM in Bhent-
Mulaqat campaign
in Podgaon 

Announcement of
Tehsil Office in
Antagarh

CM said farmer’s
satisfaction is our
top priority

Appeal to make and
use compost
manure for soil fer-
tility

Antagarh, Jun 05:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, who reached
Pakhanjur of Antagarh
Vidhan Sabha for the
meeting, made several im-
portant announcements
like the establishment of
an Agricultural College in
Pakhanjur and giving
tehsil status to Bande. He
also made announcements
to open a  Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School in
Koylibeda and the renova-
tion of Paralkot reservoir.
Along with this, he an-
nounced the construction
of a 4 km road of the vil-
lage Gaurav Path in
Pakhanjur, a sub-health
center and a co-ed ashram
in Kandari, help of
Divyang Nitai Mandal and
a special camp to issue ra-
tion card was announced.

Somen, a youth from
Pakhanjur, told the chief
minister that earlier the
city’s stadium was named
after Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose. Fifteen
years ago it was renamed
after Pandit Shyama
Prasad Mhukerjee. “We
want that it should be re-
named after Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose.”
The crowd present sup-
ported Somen’s idea by

clapping. After this, the
Chief Minister announced
to name the stadium after
Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose.

Somen himself told the
Chief Minister that
Kherkatta Dam has been
built on Paralkot reservoir
in the area but the condi-
tion of the dam is not
good. The dam is in dire
need of repair and restora-
tion. The restoration of

the dam will provide water
and irrigation facilities to
many villages in the area.
Chief Minister Baghel
took an immediate deci-
sion this time and ap-
proved the deepening of
Paralkot reservoir and
renovation of Kherkatta
dam. On this occasion, the
Chief Minister also gar-
landed the statue of
Paralkot Zamindar and
martyr Shri Gaind Singh.
The Chief Minister was
welcomed with the tradi-
tional Halbi folk song
Dhankul. A  traditional
musical instrument called
Todi was presented to him.
In addition, tribal women
presented Kuta
Chivda,Chaar, Nagar
Kanda, Kochai Kanda,
Dang Kanda and Keu
Kanda to the Chief
Minister.

Agriculture College to be open in Pakhanjur, Bande: CM

Keshkal, Jun 05: The
National Highway from
Raipur to Bastar is a very
busy route and it was de-
void of any good food zone,
viewpoints, or resting
spots till now where
tourists could relax and
unwind and continue
their journey after con-
suming hygienic food and
spending some quality
time in the vicinity of nat-
ural beauty. The Limdarha
Midway Resort in
Khalhemurwend is here to
fill this gap. This will be
the first fully equipped
midway resort of
Chhattisgarh, where na-
tional and international
cuisines will be available.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today inaugurated
a one of its kind resort
constructed at a cost of Rs
7 crores. On this occasion,
Kondagaon MLA Mohan
Markam, Keshkal MLA
Santram Netam, Antagarh
MLA Anoop Nag, Advisor
to Chief Minister Rajesh
Tiwari and other public
representatives were also
present. The tourists gath-
ered for the inauguration
ceremony suggested that if
there was a game zone
here, the children will
enjoy traveling here even

more. On the suggestion of
the tourists, the Chief
Minister said that soon a
game zone would also be
developed here.

This resort, built by the
district administration of
Kondagaon, will act as a
refreshment-cum view-
point spot for travelers.
Refreshment and accom-
modation facilities along
with hygienic toilets will
be available here.
Delicious food items from
well-known food chains, as
well as beautiful cottages
with hygienic toilets will
also be available for travel-
ers. Moreover, with the es-
tablishment of this resort,
employment will also be
provided to the local peo-
ple on a large scale. It is
noteworthy that approxi-

mately 200 buses and thou-
sands of cars pass through
this National Highway
every day. Khalhemurvent
is 160 km from Raipur and
140 km from Jagdalpur. So,
this resort will prove to be
a great opportunity for
tourists who can use this
resort as a pit stop for
some time or for an
overnight stay in case of
long journeys. This will be
beneficial for passengers
coming from both sides.

The resort is spread
over 25 acres of land ad-
joining the lush and beau-
tiful Keshkal valley on the
R a i p u r - J a g d a l p u r
National Highway. The re-
sort is built in
Khalemurwend, 160 km
from Raipur and 140 km
from Jagdalpur.

Limdarha Midway Resort will be a
landmark place for tourists: CM

Bhanupratappur, Jun
05: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Saturday inaugurated
and performed
‘Bhoomipujan’ of 106
development works
worth Rs 39.75 crore in
Bhanupratappur.

During his visit to
Bhanupratappur today,
Baghel performed
‘Bhoomipujan’ of 101
development works
worth Rs 30.10 crore
and inauguration of 05
development works
worth Rs 9.64 crore.

This includes
Bhoomipujan of 20 de-
velopment works worth
Rs 13.64 crore of Public
Health Engineering
Department, 02 devel-
opment works worth Rs
4.83 crores of Water
Resources Department,
construction of school
building under
Samagra Shiksha at a
cost of Rs 21.85 lakhs,
02 development works
worth Rs 4.22 crores of

Public Works
Department and 76 de-
velopment works worth
Rs 6.93 crores under the
DMF fund.

Besides, the Chief
Minister inaugurated
02 development works
of Water Resources
Department worth Rs
3.46 crore, 02 develop-
ment works of Public
Works Department
worth Rs 5.71 crore and
operation theatre built
at CHC Durgukondal at
a cost of Rs 46.95 lakh.

In a bid to promote
and preserve the rich
local tribal culture for
future generations, as
many as 23 ‘Ghotuls’
are being built at a cost
of Rs 1.91 crore under
the Bhanupratappur
assembly constituency.
A total of 26 theatres
are being set up at a
cost of Rs 1.30 crores to
provide a platform the
local artists to show-
case their talents. In ad-
dition, food godowns
will be constructed in
14 villages at a cost of
Rs 2.79 crore for the
purpose of ensuring
food security.

CM inaugurates, lays
stone for 106 devp works 
p Worth Rs 39.75

crore in
Bhanupratappur
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Dhamtari, Jun 05: City
investment area is to be re-
organized, in the district
with four villages includ-
ing Demar, Khapri,
Telinsati and Uslapur to be
further added to the invest-
ment zone. It is noteworthy
that the Dhamtari Nagar
investment area is being
reorganized, as earlier the
investment area of
Dhamtari included about 4
thousand 226 hectare area
of 13 surrounding villages
outside the municipal lim-
its.

Now four more villages
will be added to this and ac-
cording to the Urban
Investment Department,
the four villages that are
being added to the invest-
ment area are Demar,
Khapri, Telinsati and
Uslapur, 6 km away from
the city, and with this, the

number of villages in the
investment area will in-
crease to 17.

At present, the Dhamtari
investment area includes
the Municipal Corporation
and the villages outside its
limits Ratnabandha,
Mujhagan, Arjuni,
Sambalpur, Shyamtarai,
Bhatgaon, Rudri,
Sehradbari, Shankardah,
Harfatarai, Kanidbari,
Koliari and Karetha.
Similarly, the investment
area for Kurud includes
Bhathagaon, Rakhi,
Charmuriya, Bhothali,
Kuhakuha, Bharda,
Navagaon, Umda, Charra,
Kanharpuri along with
Kurud. The investment
areas of the city (Sihawa)
are Nagri, Goregaon,
Amali, Sambalpur,
Chhilipara, Bilbhadar,
Dongardula, Hardibhatha,
Bhirras, Sihawa, Sirsida,
Bodsemra, Biranpur,

Mode, Sankara, Churiara,
Chhipi, Devpur. Apart
from this, Magarlod,
Bhainsmundi, Bharda,
Shuklabhatha, Belardona,
Tendubhatha, Sonpari,
Luge, Parswani, Kamraud,
Charbhatha in the invest-
ment area of Magarlod.
Now permission will have
to be taken from the de-
partment for construction
works for any purpose in
these villages.

Collector conducts Janchaupal in Bishnupur
Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jun 05: District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
conducted a Janchaupal in
Gram Panchayat
Bishunpur and discussed
the needs, problems, acces-
sibility of important
schemes of government
with the public.

In the Janchaupal, he re-
viewed in detail the basic
needs of the village, drink-
ing water system, electrici-
ty, resolving revenue cases,
arrangement of
Anganwadi centers, pres-
ence of teachers in the
school and the collector
also inspired the members
of Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
to work with the intention
of making the village a bet-
ter model village by
spreading the publicity of
various schemes of the
government.

He encouraged the mem-

bers to identify the govern-
ment land of the village
and construct a pond
through the club. After
meeting the students who
got the highest marks in the
board examinations, the
collector wished them a

bright future. Here it needs
a mention that Subhash
Kumar Saini, a class 12th
student of Government
Higher Secondary School,
Bishnupur, has secured the
highest marks in the school
with 86 percentile and on

being asked by the
Collector, he expressed his
desire to become a bureau-
crat himself. In the same re-
gion, Vidya Rajwade, a stu-
dent of the school, has se-
cured 94 percent marks in
class 10th.

Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Jun 05: The
mixing of sand and soil in
vermi- compost sacks has
once again been caught in
the region. The sacks also
with contents less than the
actual weight, was found in
the Mani Kanchan Center
of Municipal Council
Dongargarh.

This time the matter is of
the Musara Service Co-op-
erative Society (MSCS),
where a crowd of farmers
engaged in buying fertiliz-
er unearthed sacks of
vermi-compost earthworm
manure both adulterated
and less of weight than the
actual facilitated weight
per sack. Each sack
weighed 25 kg to 27 kg, than
the actual 30 kg. In the in-
vestigation conducted by
the farmers with immedi-
ate effect, the compost
sacks were found to be rich
in soil and sand in place of

cow dung and vermi-com-
post. District Co-operative
Central Bank President
Nawaz Khan taking cog-
nizance of the constant

complaint regarding adul-
teration in fertilizers, said
that the farmers will not
tolerate being cheated, and
has urged the District

Collector to take action
against the responsible offi-
cers. Later State
Coordinator of the cooper-
ative cell, Shashikant
Dwivedi, lodged a com-
plaint with the Chief
Executive Officer of the
municipality by registering
an objection and said that
in this way farmers are
being cheated and earlier
too objections were lodged
regarding this matter. He
also alleged of vermi-com-
post or super compost
being supplied to the soci-
eties without lab test re-
port. Meanwhile commit-
tee manager Ganesh
Verma, clarified that the
weight of the sacks were
less than the actual weight
and the sacks were adulter-
ated with mud and
sand.Farmers Chand,
Lalchand, Bisahu Verma,
Pyarelal, Ramesh Kumar,
Khemchand, Manharan,
Manbodh etc. were present.

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 05: In 7
districts of Bastar divi-
sion, the guest teachers
are sitting on indefinite
strike against the govern-
ment's promise to the
teachers of Bastar, taking
the faltering education
system on their shoulders
with a low pay-scale due to
the apathy of the local
public representatives.

Bastar Adhikar Mukti
Morcha and JCC (J) justi-
fied the demands of the
striking workers under the
leadership of Bastar
District President Navneet
Chand. Putting the state
government, regional local
public representatives and
departmental responsibili-
ties under the scanner, he
said that even after the
maximum work, the mini-
mum wage should be given
to the state government's
teachers who are support-

ing the faltering education
system in Bastar. It shows
atrocities against them.
Navneet said that the state
government and local pub-
lic representatives should
fulfill their promise to the
teachers of Bastar and reg-
ularize them and fulfill
their legitimate 09-point
demands as per rules.

Navneet Chand said that
while in Bastar, the state
government has constitut-

ed a committee at the dis-
trict level and spent the
amount of DMFT schemes
for the part of Bastar. At
the same time, primary,
secondary, higher second-
ary school teachers of
Bastar, run under the
Ministry of Education of
the Government, are lag-
ging behind due to lack of
facilities and quality. The
government of the entire
state including Bastar is

playing with the future of
the children by depriving
them of their right to
equal education by operat-
ing a dual policy of educa-
tion among the children.

During this, workers in-
cluding Mukti Morcha
and Janata Congress J,
city youth president
Shalend Verma, city gen-
eral secretary Bittu, city
secretary Kundan Patil
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 05: The
party workers of AAP
under leadership of AAP's
District President TS
Bedarkar and Assembly
Speaker Shubham Singh
burnt an effigy of CM
Bhupesh Baghel at
Golbazar Chowk in protest
against the fraudulent lease
of Nagarnar Steel Plant by
his government.

Tarun Sabe said that this
decision of the state gov-
ernment will have far-
reaching impact on the
background of Bastar. The
Nagarnar Steel Plant in
Bastar district was pro-
posed to be privatized by
the central government.
This proposal of privatiza-

tion by the central govern-
ment was opposed by the
general public of Bastar as
well as the state govern-
ment. Now the state govern-
ment has announced to
lease Nagarnar Steel Plant
to NMDC for 99 years,
which is a complete betray-

al of the people of Bastar.
Aam Aadmi Party's
Jagdalpur VS spokesman
Shubham Singh said that
Bhupesh Baghel was visit-
ing Bastar in the past, he
was applauded for his own
work. Direct people were
contacted by holding meet-

ings. But this matter was
not discussed anywhere
and overnight the
Nagarnar plant was given
on lease for 99 years.

He said that Nagarnar
Steel Plant is linked to liveli-
hood and employment of
the residents of Bastar. Now
by giving it on lease, the
government will be able to
fulfill its promise of giving
employment to the unem-
ployed, land owners their
rights. During this, mainly
vidhaanasabha sachiv
Vivek Paandey, sangathan
mantree Aaratee
Patanaayak, shosal meediya
adhyaksh Dheeraj Jain,
Phuldas kashyap, saavitree
banjaare, chaand Rao,
Mangalsay Yadav, Krishna
Yadav etc. were present.

Businessman kills mother,
attacks brother & sister

before committing suicide
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 05 (PTI):
A 32-year-old business-
man, who was apparently
upset over his financial
losses, allegedly murdered
his mother and also tried
to kill his brother and sis-
ter before committing sui-
cide in Chhattisgarh's
Bastar district, police said
on Sunday.

The incident took place
on Saturday night in
Arapur Basti under
Tokapal block, Additional
Superintendent of Police
O P Sharma said.

The man, identified as
Surendra Kutch, was the
son of a retired Sales Tax
officer and was also the
relative of a former

Congress MLA. As per
preliminary investigation,
the man was upset due to
his business losses, the of-
ficial said.

He allegedly killed his
mother Radhika (75) with
a sharp-edged weapon and
also attacked his brother
and sister before commit-
ting suicide, the police
said, without specifying
more details.

His siblings suffered in-
juries in the attack and are
undergoing treatment in a
hospital here, he
said.After being alerted,
police along with a foren-
sic team rushed to the
spot, the official said. The
police have registered a
case and are conducting a
probe into it, he added.

Central Chronicle News

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  JJuunn  0055::  A massive
cycle rally was organized here
on the occasion of World Cycle
Day in Phanikeshwar Nath
Government College, in which
all the students of the college
enthusiastically participated. 

The students of Fit India and
Red Cross had major participa-
tion, and the students present-
ed a unique example of cycling
and kept raising slogans
demonstrating health aware-
ness enroute. Principal of the
institution, Dr. Sunita Satsangi,
interacted with the children in
a virtual meeting and gave

blessings for the rally. 
It should be known that the

work of NAAC is progressing
continuously in the college,
and in this episode, this rally
assumes special importance.
Majorly among the students
present here were, Nagendra
Sahu, Anant Soni, Rakesh
Dahre etc who led this rally
and the rally saw full coopera-
tion of the health and police
department too. In-charge Ms.
Priyanka Sonwani and all the
staff were prominently pres-
ent, in which Heera Singh and
Tej Ram and other ground staff
played an important role in
making the program a success.

50 yrs old dilapidated primary
school building demolished

Central Chronicle News

Pandariya, June 05: The
primary school building of
Gram Panchayat Mahli of
Pandariya-block, which
was approximately 50
years old and in a dilapi-
dated condition, was de-
molished by the orders of
SDM, under the observa-
tion of the Gram
Sarpanch.

It should be known that
Gram Panchayat Mahli
comes under Mahali
Rurban, and proposal for
new building and further
approval had been given by

Gram Panchayat to Janpad
Panchayat Pandriya long
back, but the approval of
the building was not done
by Janpad and Zilla
Panchayat.

Panchayat Mahli is a big
gram panchayat of
Pandariya development
block, situated just 7 km
away from the block head-
quarter located on the na-
tional highway.

With the new academic
session going to start from
June 16, the parents have
raised their concern about
the setback the children
are going to receive if a

proper school building is
not allotted to them.

The Parents have de-
manded the government
and administration to ap-
prove the new building
and the construction work
should be completed soon,
so that the children can
continue their education
smoothly.

According to Head read-
er Pawan Pathak the infor-
mation has been sent to
the departmental officers
and information regarding
the new building will be
provided/approved at the
administrative level.

Mass plantation drive marks 
World Environment day

Central Chronicle News

Lara, Jun 05: On World
Environment Day 2022 a
mass tree plantation drive
was organized by NTPC
Lara station to spread the
message of save our envi-

ronment. JSS Murty, GM
(O&M) along with SK Jha,
GM (Project), Akhilesh
Singh, GM
(Maintenance), Rajeev
Ranjan, GM (FM),
Kanhaiya Das, AGM (HR),
representative of union
and association planted
saplings at plant premis-
es. JSS Murty, GM (O&M)

administered the environ-
ment protection pledge to
all participants.

It is pertinent to men-
tion that from 31st May
2022, Lara station is cele-
brating Environment
Week. During this week
plantation drive and
awareness generation ac-
tivities were organized to

sensitize employees,
house wives and children
for protection of our envi-
ronment. Besides, appeal
of Diwakar Kaushik,
CGM (Lara) is being
broadcasting in FM chan-
nel for sensitization of
general public.

The commencement of
Environment week

marked with inaugura-
tion of Miyawaki
Plantation drive at
Maitree Nagar township.
This year theme of World
Environment Day is
"Only One Earth" it
means earth is the only
planet of this universe
which is suitable for liv-
ing, hence we should pro-
tect this. Now a days envi-
ronment protection is a
buzz word, it means
everybody is thinking
about this. To sensitize
public NTPC Lara takes
various measures for en-
vironment protection.
Sapling plantation by
Miyawaki technology has
been started, sensitization
of local public is being
done by organizing draw-
ing and painting competi-
tion for the students of
Girl Empowerment
Mission.

p At NTPC Lara
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AAP burns CM’s effigy to protest 
against leasing out steel plant

Bicycle rally organized
on World Cycle Day

JCC (J) supports striking guest teachers Adulterated vermi-compost found in MSCS

Free training
imparted for 

competitive exams
Jagdalpur, Jun 05:
Teaching cum Guidance
Center Adawal Jagdalpur is
providing training to the ap-
plicants of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes of
Bastar district for free com-
puter skill test for
Chhattisgarh State Power
Holding Company Limited
(CSPHC), Vyapam and other
competitive examinations.
Candidates appearing in any
competitive examination and
examinations conducted for
the post of Assistant Grade-
03 and Data Anti Operator
can take advantage of this
training. The District
Employment Officer said
that the candidates willing to
participate in this training
can contact the Teaching
cum Guidance Center locat-
ed in the District
Employment Office premises
at Adawal Jagdalpur be-
tween 10 am to 5 pm.

City investment area to be reorganized

What officer says:
The Dhamtari invest-

ment area is being re-
structured. In this, four
villages Demar, Khapri
Telinasati, and Uslapur
will be connected. For
this, publication will be
done this month. Lalita
Dhurve, Assistant
Director, Nagar Gram
Nivesh.

FISHING BANNED

Boats stand parked on the shore in anticipation of rains, in Mangaluru, Sunday, June 5, 2022. The annual deep sea
fishing ban of the Karnataka government has come into force from June 1, and will stay till July 31.

CHIPKO ANDOLAN

NCP workers take part in Chipko Andolan to save 400 trees to be cut by NMMC for a
proposed flyover project, on World Environment Day, in Navi Mumbai on Sunday.

BJP’s denouncement of insult of
any religious personality aimed

at intl audience: Omar 
Srinagar, Jun 05 (PTI): 

NC vice-president
Omar Abdullah on
Sunday said the BJP
“suddenly waking up” to
denounce the insult of
any religious personality
has nothing to do with
having “offended” the
sentiments of Muslims
in the country but is
aimed at an internation-
al audience.

The National
Conference leader’s re-
marks came after the
BJP, seeking to defuse a
row over allegedly con-
troversial remarks made
by its spokesperson
Nupur Sharma against
Prophet Mohammed,
said it respects all reli-
gions and strongly de-
nounces insult of any
religious personality.

“There is a context to
the BJP suddenly wak-

ing up to denounce “in-
sult to any religious per-
sonalities of any reli-
gion” and it has nothing
to do with having offend-
ed the sentiments of
lakhs of Muslims in
India. This apology of a
statement is aimed at an
international audi-
ence,” Abdullah said in
a tweet.

In a statement, BJP
general secretary Arun
Singh said the party is
strongly against any ide-
ology which insults or
demeans any sect or re-
ligion.

The statement, howev-
er, made no direct men-
tion of any incident or
comment.

Later, the BJP suspend-
ed Nupur Sharma from
the party.

A communication to
her from the party’s dis-
ciplinary committee said

she has expressed views
contrary to the party’s
position on various mat-
ters, which is in clear vio-
lation of its constitution.

Sharma’s remarks in a
news debate triggered
protests by Muslim
groups.

The BJP also expelled
Naveen Kumar Jindal,
who heads its Delhi
media cell, from the
party, saying that his
views on social media vi-
tiate communal harmo-
ny and are in violation
of its fundamental be-
liefs. On Sharma’s sus-
pension and Jindal’s ex-
pulsion from the BJP,
Abdullah said, “The re-
action in the Arab world
must have really stung”.

Jindal said his re-
marks were not aimed
at hurting the religious
sentiments of any com-
munity.
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Ban of single-use plastic
i Chandigarh: The

Punjab government
on Sunday announced
to impose a ban on
single-use plastic from
July. During a virtual
state-level function to
mark World
Environment Day
2022, Secretary,
Science, Technology
and Environment
Rahul Tewari an-
nounced the decision
of the state govern-
ment for environment
protection. He said
the ban on single-use
plastic will be im-
posed from July to
make Punjab greener
and healthier.

Arrested 
i Ballia: The police on

Sunday arrested a
youth on charges of
abducting and raping
a 24-year-old married
woman, officials said.
Accused Chandan
Pandey, 27, who stays
in Gadwar police sta-
tion area, allegedly
kidnapped the 24-year-
old woman from her
in-laws’ house located
in Bansdih Road po-
lice station limits on
May 17 and raped her,
Bansdih Station
House Officer Raj
Kumar Singh said. A
case was registered
against him on May
23. He was arrested
from a hotel in
Parikhra village,
Singh said.

Suicide 
i Kota: A 25-year-old

man and a 17-year-old
girl, likely to be in a
relationship, allegedly
committed suicide by
jumping before a mov-
ing train near Lakheri
railway station in
Bundi district early
Sunday morning, po-
lice said. The man
was identified as
Kamal Jangid alias
Kanku, a resident of
Maliyon Ka Mohalla
in Lakheri town, they
said, adding that
minor girl was also
from the same locality.

Gehlot appeals
i Jaipur: Rajasthan

Chief Minister Ashok
Gehlot on Sunday ex-
pressed concern over
rising number of
coronavirus cases in
the country and the
world, and appealed to
people to take ade-
quate steps to curb its
spread. “Covid cases
are on the rise in
many countries, in-
cluding the United
States of America,
Australia, Germany,
India. Last day, more
than 2,500 cases were
reported and 15 people
died due to the disease
in India. It has been
seen that people are
no longer serious
about the disease,” he
said in a tweet in
Hindi.

New Delhi, Jun 05 (PTI): 

After the BJP acted
against its leaders Nupur
Sharma and Naveen
Kumar Jindal for their al-
leged derogatory remarks
against Prophet
Muhammad, its minority
cell head Jamal Siddiqui
on Sunday said the action
showed the “actual face”
of the party and sent a
message to the rank and
file that no one would be
allowed to violate Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
mantra of ‘sabka saath,
sabka vikas’.

The BJP on Sunday sus-
pended its national
spokesperson Sharma and
expelled its Delhi media
head Jindal.

Amid protests by
Muslim groups over their
remarks, the party also is-
sued a statement aimed at
assuaging the concerns of
minorities and distancing
itself from these mem-
bers, asserting that it re-
spects all religions and
strongly denounces the in-
sult of any religious per-
sonality.

“This (action) shows the
actual face of the
BJP...which believes in the
motto of ‘sabka saath,
sabka vikas’ (With all, de-
velopment for all). Prime
Minister Modi has initiat-
ed a culture of develop-

mental politics in the
country,” Siddqui told PTI
when asked about the ac-
tion against the party
spokespersons.

At the same time, he
said, members of Muslim
and all other communities
should understand that
the BJP doesn’t differenti-
ate between people on the
basis of religion and caste.

“BJP respects all reli-
gions and believes in
bringing all people togeth-
er. But attempts are al-
ways being made to por-
tray a false picture of the
party,” Siddqui said.

Underlining that the
BJP not only believes but
also practises the motto of
‘sabka saath, sabka vikas’,
he said, “Today’s decision
shows this and it is a les-

son for all that the party
will not let anyone, even
those inside the party, to
work against this princi-
ple.”

Before cracking the
whip on the two members,
the party also issued a
statement underscoring
its respect for all religions
and their revered figures.

Party general secretary
Arun Singh said in the
statement that the party is
strongly against any ideol-
ogy which insults or de-
means any sect or reli-
gion.

The BJP does not pro-
mote such people or phi-
losophy, he said.

The BJP statement,
however, made no direct
mention of any incident
or comment.

It shows ‘actual face’ of BJP: Siddiqui
After party acts

against Nupur

Sharma, Jindal

Modi has weakened environmental

laws in India: Ramesh

New Delhi, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leader
Jairam Ramesh on
Sunday accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
of hypocrisy and alleged
that while he has weak-
ened all environmental
and forest laws in India,
he is posing as an eco-
champion on the world
stage.

Ramesh said this as the
prime minister is set to
launch the “LiFE
(Lifestyle for the
Environment)” initiative
on World Environment
Day.

“Today is World
Environment Day, cele-
brated since 1973.
Vishguru is launching
LiFE (Lifestyle for
Environment). This is

maximum hypocrisy,
since he’s weakening all
environmental and forest
laws, regulations and in-
stitutions at home, while
posing to be an eco-cham-
pion on world stage!” the
former Union minister
wrote on Twitter.

Congress spokesperson
Pawan Khera also hit out
at the prime minister, say-
ing “his understanding of
climate change came out
clearly when he loudly
proclaimed, ‘There is no
climate change but only
‘our tolerance and habits’
have changed”.

In a tweet on Saturday,
Modi said, “Tomorrow, 5th
June is marked as
#WorldEnvironmentDay.

At 6 PM, the LiFE global
movement will be
launched. This movement
seeks to encourage prac-
tices that further sustain-
able living and environ-
mentally friendly develop-
ment.” PTI SKC

p Posing as 
eco-champion 
on world stage

New Delhi, Jun 5 (PTI) 

Union minister Kiren
Rijiju on Sunday alleged
the Aam Aadmi Party
was insulting officials
working in the Ministry
of Tribal Affairs and
claimed according to
the ruling party in
Delhi, no one should
work in the ministry.

In a tweet, the minis-
ter shared a short video
in which AAP leader
Raghav Chadha is pur-
portedly telling an inter-
viewer that ‘babus’ (bu-
reaucrats) cannot be re-
moved from service and
the government can
only transfer or post
them to different de-
partments.

The good ones can be

rewarded with good
postings such as health
secretary or home sec-
retary. If a bureaucrat is
not doing a good job, he
would be sent to say,
tribal affairs, on a pun-
ishment posting,
Chadha said in the
video.

But the entire context
of the AAP leader’s re-
marks was not avail-
able. “According to
Arvind Kejriwal’s AAP,
no one should work in
Tribal Affairs Ministry.
I appeal all the officers
and staff to keep work-
ing for the tribals of our
country,” Rijiju wrote
on Twitter.

Switching to Hindi,
the law minister urged
officials of the ministry
to “ignore the insult to
their services by
Kejriwal’s team as we
salute your contribu-
tion”.

AAP insulting officials working
in tribal affairs ministry

Claims Union

Minister Kiren Rijiju 

Itanagar, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Urging people to work for
protection of environment,
Arunachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Pema Khandu on
Sunday called for immedi-
ate attention to deal with
climate change, loss of bio-
diversity and pollution. He
also appealed to citizens to
cooperate with authorities
to tackle the environmental
issues through low carbon
mobility, waste and plastics
management and local sus-
tainability.

“Three planet emergen-
cies - climate change, biodi-
versity and nature loss and
pollution and waste - cry
for immediate attention.
O n
#WorldEnvironmentDay I
call upon citizens to join
hands to tackle them
through low carbon mobili-
ty; waste and plastics
Mngmt & local sustainabil-
ity,” Khandu wrote on

Twitter. On the occasion of
World Environment Day, he
planted a sapling and ap-
pealed to all to do their best
to “protect and preserve
natural heritage of
Arunachal Pradesh”.

“Our mother nature
nourishes us and helps in
our well-being at every
point and the responsibili-
ty of saving her lies on all
of us...No better pleasure
than nurturing Mother
Earth and doing our own
very tiny bits to add to her
beauty & plenty,” he said on
the microblogging site.

World Environment Day
is celebrated on June 5
every year. Governor Brig
(Retd) Dr B D Mishra along
with his wife Neelam Misra
participated in an event
with the children of Oju
Mission School at
Naharlagun near here. The
governor planted a sapling
on the school campus and
said that there is a need for

a change of mindset to-
wards nature for the per-
fect balance between ecolo-
gy and development.

“Every citizen must im-
bibe the mantra to leave
this planet in a better state
and shape than what he or
she has inherited from
one’s forebears by wisely
ensuring a cleaner, greener
and nature compatible
lifestyle,” he said.

Mishra appealed to the
people of the state, espe-
cially the students and
youth, to plant as many
saplings as possible to
make Arunachal Pradesh a
better place for the posteri-
ty to live. Pained to learn
that the intake capacity of
the institute has been re-
duced due to lack of infra-
structure, the governor as-
sured the school authori-
ties of trying to get them a
hostel block through
Corporate Social
Responsibility fund.

Khandu focuses on local 
sustainability, low-carbon mobility 

Sustainable development

possible only if environment

is preserved: Maha CM

Mumbai, Jun 05 (PTI):
Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray on Sunday
said sustainable develop-
ment was possible only if
the environment was pro-
tected and preserved.

Speaking at a function
to mark World
Environment Day,
Thackeray said climate
change was causing natu-
ral calamities, adding
that united efforts were
necessary to protect and
preserve the environ-
ment.

“Development is a
must, but not at the cost of
environment damage. In
the last few years, there is
more rain in less number
of days and the incidents
of landslides are also ris-
ing,” he pointed out.

Every stakeholder was
important in preserving
the environment and if
united efforts were taken,
any initiative for environ-
ment protection would be
a success, he added.

Kolkata, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Actor-turned-TMC MP
Deepak Adhikari, better
known as Dev, on Sunday
stood by the police and the
administration, amid op-
position’s allegations of
crowd mismanagement at
singer KK’s concert, stat-
ing that such instances are
witnessed at political ral-
lies too.

Singer KK died of car-
diac arrest on May 31
shortly after his power-
packed performance at the
Nazrul Manch concert
here.

The TMC MP said that it
is “out of love for the
artiste” that people come
to attend his or her pro-
gramme in large numbers.

“If the police has to
count the number of atten-
dees every time, they will
have to stop all rallies too,
and not just the musical
soirees,” Dev told re-
porters on the sidelines of
a programme here.

He also pointed out that
COVID-19 restrictions on
people count were not ad-
hered too at political
events even when the pan-
demic was at its peak.

“Whether it was ours or
of others, we have seen
lakhs of people attending
rallies,” he said, adding
that “if that is right then
calling out this pro-
gramme alone is uncalled
for.”

Opposition BJP,
Congress and CPI(M) had
been criticising the ad-
ministration for alleged
mismanagement during
the soiree at Nazrul
Manch, with several lead-
ers claiming that number
of attendees had far ex-
ceeded the capacity of the
auditorium.

Governor Jagdeep
Dhankhar had said on
Saturday that there was
“complete failure” on the
part of those who were
supposed to control the
crowd.

TMC MP comes out
in support of cops 

Raj Guv presses for nature
conservation policies 

Jaipur, Jun 05 (PTI):
Rajasthan Governor
Kalraj Mishra on
Sunday stressed upon
the formulation of envi-
ronment-friendly poli-
cies based on the vision
of ‘Sanatan Bharat’ to
conserve nature in order
to promote a balanced
development.

He said that the
‘Sanatan Bharat’ culture
gives importance to the
five elements of nature
earth, water, fire, air and
sky and hence it has a
scientific basis to main-
tain ecological balance.

Mishra was address-
ing a programme organ-
ised by Brahma Kumari
Sansthan under the
‘Kalp Taru’ campaign at
Gyan Sarovar in Mount
Abu on the occasion of
World Environment Day.

He said scientific de-
velopment is meaningful
as long as it does not ad-
versely impact the envi-
ronment. “It is necessary
that we live in harmony
with nature,” he added.

Guwahati, Jun 05 (PTI): 

A day after threatening
to file a criminal defama-
tion case against the
Delhi deputy CM over al-
legations of corruption in
procurement of PPE kits,
Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma
Sunday claimed that his
counterpart in the nation-
al capital offered to buy
the medical equipment
without floating any ten-
der back in 2020.

Sarma tagged an old
tweet by Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
in which he urged BJP
MP Gautam Gambhir to
arrange for PPE kits from
anywhere “immediately”,
after the former India

cricketer had pledged a
total of Rs 1 crore from
his MP LAD fund for pro-
curement of medical
equipment.

“Delhi CM suo moto of-
fered to buy PPE kits from
anywhere without tender.
Why?” Sarma tweeted.

“Does his Deputy CM
think the CM is corrupt as
he asked someone to
arrange PPE kits from
somewhere immediately,
and said that Delhi Govt
will buy them? No refer-
ence to any tender etc
AAP leaders chose to con-
tradict each other rather
than fighting a crisis.
People of Delhi are pay-
ing the price for this, he
added.

Sarma also sought to

defend his wife Riniki
Bhuyan Sarma, who has
been facing accusations
amid an alleged PPE kit
scam, asserting that her
action can be termed as
“humanity” as she had
tried to help the state by
“contributing” in the
fight against COVID-19 in
2020.

“The company in ques-
tion wrote to Assam’s
NHM stating that supply
of around 1,500 PPE kits
for Covid warriors must
be treated as CSR contri-
bution and hence, not a
single rupee must be paid
by Govt,” he said, refer-
ring to his wife’s company.

Sarma uploaded a letter
purportedly written by a
person named Utpal

Baruah, of JCB
Industries, owned by the
CM’s wife, to the Mission
Director of National
Health Mission (NHM),
Assam, in March 2020.

The letter claimed that
it had donated 1,485 PPE
kits to the NHM.

“Assam NHM duly ac-
knowledged the same.
Manish bhai (Delhi
Deputy CM Manish
Sisodia), this is not cor-
ruption, it’s humanity. My
wife hasn’t committed a
crime, she tried to help
Assam at the time of its
biggest crisis,” Sarma
said.

“Throwing muck at oth-
ers will not be accepted.
You will face legal conse-
quences,” he said.

Kejriwal planned to purchase PPE kits
without tender in 2020: Assam CM
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BRIEF
Death sentence 

Monroe (US): A
North Carolina man
has been sentenced to
death for the 2019 mur-
der of his teenage
daughter, according to
the local prosecutor’s
office. The Union
County District
Attorney’s Office said
in a news release
Friday that a jury
handed the sentence
down after about three
hours of deliberations
following the three-
week trial of 35-year-
old Joshua Lee
Burgess. Burgess
killed his 15-year-old
daughter, Zaria, after
psychologically and
sexually torturing her
for 22 hours,” the news
release said. “This was
truly an especially
heinous, atrocious,
and cruel killing of an
innocent child. This
case was emotionally
taxing for everyone in-
volved.

Philadelphia shooting
Philadelphia (US):
Three people have
died and at least 11
other people were
wounded in a shooting
late Saturday night in
Philadelphia, authori-
ties said. Police offi-
cers were patrolling
the area on South
Street in downtown
Philadelphia when
they heard multiple
gunshots and wit-
nessed several sus-
pects firing into a
large crowd just before
midnight, Police
Inspector D. F. Pace
said during a news
conference. An officer
shot at one of the sus-
pects from about 30
feet (9 meters) away,
but it is unclear if the
suspect was hit, Pace
said. You can imagine
there were hundreds
of individuals just en-
joying South Street, as
they do every single
weekend, when this
shooting broke out,
Pace said.

Defence spending
Islamabad: Pakistan’s
armed forces are likely
to be allocated Rs 1.4
trillion (USD 7.6 bil-
lion) in the budget for
the next fiscal year,
about Rs 83 billion
higher than the cur-
rent year, a media re-
port said on Sunday.
Defence spending often
comes under scrutiny
at the time of the
annou nce ment of the
annual budget when al-
locati ons for various
sectors are earmarked.
The allocation of Rs
1.453 trillion (USD 7.6
billion) would be about
Rs 83 billion higher
than the outgoing
year’s allocation of Rs
1.37 trillion, an in-
crease of almost six
per cent, the Dawn
newspaper reported.
The increased amount,
defence sources say,
will be consumed most-
ly by the allocation for
employees-related ex-
penses, salaries and al-
lowances of service-
men.

Church attack
Abuja: Gunmen
opened fire on wor-
shippers at a Catholic
church in southwest-
ern Nigeria on Sunday
and also detonated ex-
plosives, a state law-
maker said. Dozens
were feared dead in-
cluding children.
Ogunmolasuyi
Oluwole said the at-
tackers targeted the St.
Francis Catholic
Church in Ondo state
just as the worshippers
gathered on Pentecost
Sunday. Among the
dead were many chil-
dren, said Oluwole,
who visited the scene
and also the hospital
where many of the
wounded were being
treated.

Seoul (South Korea), Jun 05: 

North Korea test-fired a
barrage of short-range
ballistic missiles from
multiple locations toward
the sea on Sunday, South
Korea’s military said, ex-
tending a provocative
streak in weapons demon-
strations this year that US
and South Korean officials
say may culminate with a
nuclear test explosion.
Possibly setting a single-
day record for North
Korean ballistic launches,
eight missiles were fired
in succession over 35 min-
utes from at least four dif-
ferent locations, including
from western and eastern
coastal areas and two in-
land areas north of and
near the capital
Pyongyang, South Korea’s
Joint Chiefs of Staff said.
It said the missiles flew 110
to 670 kilometres at maxi-
mum altitudes of 25 to 80
kilometres. Hours later,
Japan and the US conduct-
ed a joint ballistic missile
exercise aimed at showing

their rapid response capa-
bility” and strong determi-
nation to counter threats,
Japan’s Defence Ministry
said in a statement. South
Korean Joint Chiefs of
Staff Chairman Gen. Won
In-Choul held a video con-
ference with Gen. Paul
LaCamera, an American
general who heads the
South Korea-US combined

forces command in Seoul,
and they reaffirmed the al-
lies’ joint defense posture,
according to the military
in Seoul.

Sung Kim, US President
Joe Biden’s special envoy
for North Korea, also dis-
cussed the launches with
South Korean officials
while on a visit to Seoul.
They expressed deep re-

gret that North Korea was
continuing weapons devel-
opment despite grappling
with a COVID-19 outbreak
at home, Seoul’s Foreign
Ministry said. Japanese
Defence Minister Nobuo
Kishi said none of the mis-
siles fell inside Japan’s ex-
clusive economic zone.
The launches came a day
after the US aircraft carri-
er Ronald Reagan conclud-
ed a three-day naval drill
with South Korea in the
Philippine Sea, apparently
their first joint drill in-
volving a carrier since
November 2017, as the
countries move to upgrade
their defense exercises in
the face of North Korean
threats. North Korea has
long condemned the allies’
combined military exer-
cises as invasion re-
hearsals and often coun-
tered with its own missile
drills, including short-
range launches in 2016 and
2017 that simulated nu-
clear attacks on South
Korean ports and US mili-
tary facilities in Japan.

North Korea test-fires salvo
of short-range missiles

People watch a TV screen showing a news program re-
porting about North Koreas missile launch with file image,
at a train station in Seoul, South Korea, Sunday, June 5,
2022. North Korea test-fired a salvo of multiple short-range
ballistic missiles toward the sea on Sunday, South Koreas
military said

Kathmandu, Jun 05:  

Nepal has started export-
ing an additional 144 MW of
electricity generated by its
Kaligandaki hydropower
plant to India through its
power exchange market.
Buoyed by continuous rain-
fall this year, the
Himalayan nation is export-
ing surplus electricity to
India through its power ex-
change market for the sec-
ond consecutive year, ac-
cording to the Nepal
Electricity Authority
(NEA), the state-owned
power utility body. The av-
erage rate of selling elec-
tricity was around Rs 7, ac-
cording to Pradeep Thike,
Deputy Chief of the Nepal
Electricity Authority.

The NEA started export-
ing the additional electrici-
ty generated by its
Kaligandaki hydropower
plant to India from
Saturday midnight. The
electricity is being exported
to India under the Nepal-
India power exchange
agreement, Thike said.

The NEA earlier started
selling 37.7 MW electricity
generated by its 24 MW

Trishuli and 15 MW
Devighat power plants from
Wednesday midnight after
the Himalayan nation’s
power plants started gener-
ating surplus energy.

After the addition of elec-
tricity generated from 144
MW Kaligandaki
Hydropower Project, Nepal
will be selling a total of 178
MW electricity to India
through India Energy
Exchange Limited (IEX),
said Thike. On April 6,
India allowed the NEA to
sell additional 325 MW of
electricity generated from
four hydel projects Kali
Gandaki (144MW), Middle
Marsyangdi (70MW), and
Marsyangdi (69MW) all de-
veloped by the NEA, and
Likhu 4 Hydropower
Project with 52.4MW capac-
ity, developed by the private
sector. This is the second
year in a row that the
Himalayan nation is selling
electricity to India through
its exchange market. With
the onset of monsoons, hy-
dropower plants in Nepal
have been producing excess
electricity from the elevat-
ed water levels in the
Himalayan rivers. Last

month, it had invited bids
from Indian companies to
sell its 200 MW surplus en-
ergy in the upcoming mon-
soon season under a long-
term power purchase agree-
ment. During the recent
visit of Nepal Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba to India, Nepal had
received approval from the
Indian side to export up to
364 MW of electricity to the
Indian energy market. The
IEX under India’s Power
Ministry had granted the
NEA permission to supply
additional 326 MW to be
traded in the Indian power-
exchange market. Nepal
will be able to export elec-
tricity to India till mid-
November, and based on the
existing arrangements, it
can earn up to 14 billion
Nepali Rupees from the
Indian market over the next
five-and-half month period,
according to the NEA offi-
cials. Nepal became energy
surplus ever since the 456
MW Upper Tamakoshi
Hydropower Project came
into full operation in
August last year, the
Himalayan Times report
said in November last year.

Nepal starts exporting additional
144 MW electricity to India

Dhaka, Jun 05: 

At least 43 people were
killed and over 450 injured
in a massive fire caused by
an explosion that swept
through a private chemi-
cal container depot in
southeastern Bangladesh,
officials said on Sunday.
On Saturday night, the fire
broke out at BM Container
Depot in the Kadamrasul
area in Sitakunda Upazila
in Chittagong.

So far 43 dead bodies
have been brought to the
morgue, Sitakunda
Shahadat Hossain, a sen-
ior government official,
was quoted as saying by
the Dhaka Tribune. Over
450 people have been in-
jured in this incident of
which, at least 350 are at
state-run Chattagram
Medical College Hospital
(CMCH),” Istakul Islam,
chief of the Health &
Service Department at
Red Crescent Youth
Chittagong was quoted as
saying by the Dhaka

Tribune. “The death toll
could be more at other hos-
pitals, Islam said.
Meanwhile, Chattogram
Divisional Commissioner
(DC) Ashraf Uddin fur-
ther said that families of
the deceased are being
given USD 560 (Taka
50,000) by the DC office.
Meanwhile, USD 224 (Taka
20,000) is being given to the

families of the injured, the
Daily Star reported.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina mourned the death
of people and ordered the
mobilisation of all facili-
ties for the salvage cam-
paign. Officials formed a
high-powered investiga-
tion committee demand-
ing it to submit a report in
the next three days.

43 killed in fire at Bangladesh
chemical container depot: report

A fire rages at the BM Inland Container Depot, a Dutch-
Bangladesh joint venture, in Chittagong, 216 kilometers
(134 miles) southeast of capital, Dhaka, Bangladesh, early
Sunday, June 5, 2022. 

Lahore, Jun 05: 

Amid an acute power cri-
sis plaguing Pakistan,
Prime Minis ter Shehbaz
Sharif has dire cted au-
thorities to prepare an
emergency plan to reduce
electricity load-shedding in
the country within the next
24 hours, according to
media reports on Sunday.
The load shedding in vari-
ous parts of the country
has been creating problems
for citizens — particularly
the business community.
Prime Minister Sharif took
stock of the situation in de-
tail on Saturday during a 5-
hour long meeting where
he was briefed on the hur-
dles in providing electricity
to domestic and commer-
cial consumers,
Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Marriyum Aurangzeb said.
Sharif tasked a committee
comprising ministers for
Energy, Petroleum, and
Finance to present an ac-
tionable plan pronto. He

also pledged that effective
implementation of the plan
to gradually reduce load-
shedding would be en-
sured, state-run APP news
agency said.

The meeting attended by
federal ministers and high-
level officials, discussed the
hours-long load shedding
in various parts of the
country that has left citi-
zens suffering soaring high
temperatures, Dawn news-
paper reported.

The meeting reviewed
the loadshedding situation
and stressed measures to
reduce the electricity short-
fall in the country.

Pakistan PM Shehbaz seeks emergency
plan to cut load shedding

Paris, Jun 05: 

Fierce thunderstorms
and hailstorms around
France left one woman
dead and 14 people in-
jured, ravaged vineyards
and delayed flights.
Lightning hit the Eiffel
Tower, without causing
damage, and set roofs on
fire east of Paris, accord-
ing to local authorities.
Residents of southwest
France posted photos on-
line of hail the size of
tennis balls, and drivers
in the Paris region
shared images of flooded
highways and daytime
skies blackened by thun-
der clouds.

Thousands of house-
holds remained without
electricity Sunday after
the storms struck across
France on Saturday, ac-
cording to utility Enedis.
Flights out of Paris’ Orly
Airport were temporari-
ly suspended Saturday,
and there were delays at

Charles de Gaulle
Airport. A woman swept
away by flooding was
found dead under a car in
the historic Normandy
city of Rouen, Interior
Minister Gerald
Darmanin tweeted. The
circumstances of the
death were unclear.

In the Loire Valley,
thousands of young peo-
ple who were taking part
in a huge scout gathering
had to take refuge in the
Chateau of Chambord as
hail, thunder and light-
ning pounded the area.
The chateau director told
public broadcaster
France-Info that some
children were treated for
signs of hypothermia but
no serious injuries were
reported.

Rains also lashed
Normandy beaches as
veterans and others gath-
ered for the 78th anniver-
sary of the World War II
D-Day invasion against
the Nazis.

Lightning, hail, floods lash
France, leaving 1 dead, damage

Doha, Jun 05:

Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu on
Sunday met Qatar’s Prime
Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Khalid
bin Khalifa bin Abdulaziz
Al Thani here and the two
leaders held delegation
level talks and reviewed
bilateral relations includ-
ing trade, investment, eco-
nomic and security coop-
eration. Naidu, who
reached here on the last
leg of his three-nation
tour from May 30 to June
7, was accorded a ceremo-
nial reception and a Guard
of Honour at the Doha air-
port on Saturday. He was
also welcomed by the

Indian community upon
his arrival.

His visit to Qatar is tak-
ing place as both sides pre-
pare to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic re-
lations. Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
Spokesperson Arindam

Bagchi on Sunday said
that Vice President Naidu
and Qatar Prime Minister
Abdulaziz Al Thani held
delegation level talks.

PM & Minister of
Interior of Qatar, Sheikh
Khalid bin Khalifa bin
Abdulaziz Al Thani re-
ceived VP

@MVenkaiahNaidu at
Amiri Diwan in Doha.
Both sides held delegation
level talks & reviewed bi-
lateral relations including
trade, investment, eco-
nomic & security coopera-
tion, Bagchi said on
Twitter. Naidu is also
scheduled to meet several
other Qatari dignitaries
during this visit. He will
also address a business
roundtable in Qatar.
“People-to-people contacts
are at the heart of the his-
torical relations between
India and Qatar, with the
latter hosting over 7,50,000
Indians,” the MEA said in
a statement ahead of his
visit to the three coun-
tries.

VP Naidu holds delegation-level talks
with Qatar PM; reviews bilateral ties Kyiv, Jun 05: 

Russia’s defence ministry
said a barrage of airstrikes
on Ukraine’s capital de-
stroyed tanks donated by the
West and other armor in an
attack on Sunday that shat-
tered five weeks of eerie calm
in Kyiv, as President Vladimir
Putin warned the West about
supplying long-range rocket
systems to Ukraine. Putin
said that Moscow would hit
targets we haven’t yet struck
if it went ahead with such de-
liveries. It wasn’t immediate-
ly clear if Putin was referring
to new targets within or out-
side Ukraine’s borders.

Kyiv hadn’t faced any such
strikes since the April 28 visit
of UN Secretary-General Ant
nio Guterres. The early morn-
ing attack triggered air raid

alarms and showed that
Russia still had the capability
and willingness to hit at
Ukraine’s heart since aban-
doning its wider offensive
across the country to instead
focus its efforts in the east.
The strikes appeared aimed at

thwarting the resupplying of
Ukrainian fighters, a rising
concern in Moscow. In a post-
ing on the Telegram app, the
Russian Defense Ministry
said high-precision, long-
range air-launched missiles
were used.

Russia says Kyiv strikes destroyed
tanks donated by West

A security member of a medical rescue team cleans his
weapon in the Donetsk oblast region, eastern Ukraine. 

Beijing, Jun 05: 

Australia on Sunday said
a Chinese fighter jet carried
out dangerous maneuvers
threatening the safety of
one of its maritime surveil-
lance planes over the South
China Sea. The May 26 inci-
dent in international air-
space saw a Chinese Air
Force J-16 intercept a P-8A
Poseidon maritime surveil-
lance aircraft on routine pa-
trol, the Defense Ministry
said in a statement on its
website. The intercept re-

sulted in a dangerous ma-
neuver that “posed a safety
threat to the P-8 aircraft and
its crew,” the ministry said.

The Australian government
has raised its concerns
about the incident with the
Chinese government, it
added. There was no official
response Sunday from
Beijing over the reported in-
cident.

Such incidents are not
unprecedented. A collision
between a U.S. EP-3 surveil-
lance plane and a Chinese
naval air force jet in April
2001 resulted in the death of
the Chinese pilot and the 10-
day detention of the U.S. air
crew by China.

Australia says China threatened
plane over South China Sea

In this undated file photo
released by the Taiwan
Ministry of Defense, a
Chinese PLA J-16 fighter jet
flies in an undisclosed loca-
tion. Australia on Sunday,
June 5.

Beijing/Jiuquan, Jun 05:  

China on Sunday success-
fully launched three astro-
nauts on a six-month mis-
sion to complete the con-
struction of the country’s
space station currently or-
biting the earth. The
Shenzhou-14 spacecraft car-
rying astronauts Chen
Dong, Liu Yang and Cai
Xuzhe, was lifted off from
the Jiuquan Satellite
Launch Center in northwest
China. Minutes later, the of-
ficial at the ground control
declared the mission a great
success , saying the space-
craft has reached its desig-

nated orbit. The trio will co-
operate with the ground
team to complete the assem-
bly and construction of the
Tiangong space station, de-
veloping it from a single-
module structure into a na-
tional space laboratory with
three modules — the core
module, Tianhe and two lab
modules — Wentian and
Mengtian.

The launch was telecast
live all over the country. The
mission will build the space
station into a national space
laboratory, Lin Xiqiang, the
deputy director of the China
Manned Space Agency
(CMSA) announced on

Saturday.
The Shenzhou-14 crew

will work with the ground
team to complete the ren-
dezvous, docking and trans-
position of the two lab mod-
ules with the core module,
Lin said at a pre-launch
press conference. They will
enter the two lab modules
for the first time and help
make the environment suit-
able for their stay, he said,
adding that they will unlock
and install a dozen of scien-
tific experiment cabinets in
the two modules. This is the
2nd set of six astronauts
China has sent to build its
space station.

China successfully launches crewed mission to complete space station construction

In this photo released by
Xinhua News Agency, the
Long March-2F carrier rock-
et carrying Chinas
Shenzhou 14 spacecraft
blasts off from the launch
pad at the Jiuquan Satellite
Launch Center in Jiuquan,
northwest Chinas Gansu
Province, Sunday, June 5.

Humans are unrivalled in the
area of cognition. After all, no
other species has sent probes to
other planets, produced lifesav-
ing vaccines or created poetry.
How information is processed in
the human brain to make this
possible is a question that has
drawn endless fascination, yet
no definitive answers. Our un-
derstanding of brain function
has changed over the years. But
current theoretical models de-
scribe the brain as a distributed
information-processing system.
This means that it has distinct
components, which are tightly
networked through the brain's
wiring. To interact with each
other, regions exchange infor-
mation though a system of
input and output signals.
However, this is only a small
part of a more complex picture.
In a study published in Nature
Neuroscience, using evidence
from different species and multi-
ple neuro-scientific disciplines,
we show that there isn't just one
type of information processing
in the brain. How information is
processed also differs between
humans and other primates,
which may explain why our
species' cognitive abilities are so
superior. We borrowed concepts
from what's known as the math-
ematical framework of informa-
tion theory the study of measur-

ing, storing and communicating
digital information which is cru-
cial to technology such as the in-
ternet and artificial intelligence
to track how the brain processes
information.

We found that different brain
regions in fact use different
strategies to interact with each
other. Some brain regions ex-
change information with others
in a very stereotypical way,
using input and output. This en-
sures that signals get across in a
reproducible and dependable
manner. This is the case for
areas that are specialised for
sensory and motor functions
(such as processing sound, visu-
al and movement information).
Take the eyes, for example,
which send signals to the back of
the brain for processing. The
majority of information that is
sent is duplicate, being provided
by each eye. Half of this infor-
mation, in other words, is not
needed. So we call this type of
input-output information pro-
cessing redundant. But the re-
dundancy provides robustness
and reliability it is what enables
us to still see with only one eye.
This capability is essential for
survival. In fact, it is so crucial
that the connections between
these brain regions are anatomi-
cally hard-wired in the brain, a
bit like a telephone landline.
However, not all information
provided by the eyes is redun-
dant. Combining information
from both eyes ultimately en-
ables the brain to process depth
and distance between objects.
This is the basis for many kinds
of 3D glasses at the cinema. This
is an example of a fundamental-
ly different way of processing
information, in a way that is
greater than the sum of its
parts. We call this type of infor-
mation processing when com-
plex signals from across differ-

ent brain networks are integrat-
ed synergistic .

Synergistic processing is most
prevalent in brain regions that
support a wide range of more
complex cognitive functions,
such as attention, learning,
working memory, social and nu-
merical cognition. It is not hard-
wired in the sense that it can
change in response to our expe-
riences, connecting different
networks in different ways. This
facilitates the combination of
information. Such areas where
lots of synergy takes place most-
ly in the the front and middle of
the cortex (the brain's outer
layer) integrate different
sources of information from the
entire brain. They are therefore
more widely and efficiently con-
nected with the rest of the brain
than the regions which deal
with primary sensory and move-
ment related information. High-
synergy areas that support inte-
gration of information are also
typically have lots of synapses,
the microscopic connections
that enable nerve cells to com-
municate.

Is synergy what 
makes us special?

We wanted to know whether
this ability to accumulate and
build information through com-
plex networks across the brain
is different between humans
and other primates, which are
close relatives of ours in evolu-
tionary terms. To find out, we
looked at brain imaging data
and genetic analyses of different
species. We found that synergis-
tic interactions account for a
higher proportion of total infor-
mation flow in the human brain
than in the brains of macaque
monkeys. In contrast, the brains
of both species are equal in
terms of how much they rely on
redundant information.
However, we also looked specifi-

cally at the prefrontal cortex, an
area in the front of the brain
that supports more advanced
cognitive functioning. In
macaques, redundant informa-
tion processing is more preva-
lent in this region, whereas in
humans it is a synergy-heavy
area. The prefrontal cortex has
also undergone significant ex-
pansion with evolution. When
we examined data from chim-
panzee brains, we found that the
more a region of the human
brain had expanded during evo-
lution in size relative to its coun-
terpart in the chimp, the more
this region relied on synergy. We
also looked at genetic analyses
from human donors. This
showed that brain regions asso-
ciated with processing synergis-
tic information are more likely
to express genes that are unique-
ly human and related to brain
development and function, such
as intelligence.

This led us to the conclusion
that additional human brain tis-
sue, acquired as a result of evo-
lution, may be primarily dedi-
cated to synergy. In turn, it is
tempting to speculate that the
advantages of greater synergy
may, in part, explain our species'
additional cognitive capabili-
ties. Synergy may add an impor-
tant piece to the puzzle of
human brain evolution, which
was previously missing.
Ultimately, our work reveals
how the human brain navigates
the trade-off between reliability
and integration of information
we need both. Importantly, the
framework we developed holds
the promise of critical new in-
sights into a wide array of
neuro-scientific questions, from
those about general cognition to
disorders.

Writer is from University 
of Cambridge
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Take care of plight 
of ASHA workers

Even the ASHA workers lack basic
amenities such as maternity leave,
security, gloves, masks and rest-
rooms etc and it the duty of govern-
ment to take care of their problems
who are known as the changemak-
ers.of healthcare system of
country.It is generally seen that of-
tenly credit does not trickle down to
the agenda of change.Unfortunately
govt had done little to assist these
frontline workers when it comes to
the severe challenges that they are
facing while performing their duties.
The World Health Organization be-
stowing the Global Health Leaders
Award-2022 on Indiaâ€™s
Accredited Social Health Activists is,
therefore, heartening. Indiaâ€™s 10-
lakh-strong force of ASHA workers
was tasked with spreading aware-
ness about Covid-19, identifying and
tracking Covid-19 positive cases as
well as carrying out vaccination
drives, often, allegedly, without  any
safety gear. The prime minister,
Narendra Modi, has been quick to
laud the â€œdedication and determi-
nationâ€  of this constituency.
Worse, they face a double-burden.
Research by the voluntary organisa-
tion, Karnataka Health Promotion
Trust, revealed that ASHAs encoun-
tered malice in the community over
their erratic work hours and faced
domestic violence for working late,
not to mention the harassment they
suffer at the hands of doctors and
nursing staff of hospitals to which
they accompany patients. Reforms
are needed to uplift the status of
ASHAs as critical frontline workers.
There should also be scope for them
to move up the skills ladder with for-
mal training in primary healthcare
â€” courses in auxiliary or general
nursing and midwifery can not only
motivate this workforce but also gain
them respect. While the award is
well-deserved and the cheerleading
around it encouraging, what matters
is how the Indian government serves
its last-mile health workers who are
its feet on the ground.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Good job 
The Batadroba incident of May 21

should be an eye-opener for all the
indigenous sons and daughters of
the soil regarding the very threat of
the people of doubtful integrity and
nationality towards the existence of
the indigenous people. A huge chunk
of our own people is pretending or
under the impression that there is no
threat to their existence from these
people. They treat this line as a polit-
ical slogan, but if they wake up now
then it will be good for the entire
community or else the writing on the
wall is there for everyone to see. The
so-called flag-bearers of Assamese
identity AASU, AJYCP etc., are main-
taining stoic silence over the
Batadroba incident. The evergreen
AASU leader Samujjal Bhattacharjee,
who has knack of hitting the streets
with thousand of youth with his
trademark slogans, is today a com-
pletely a mute spectator in regards
to burning of the police station by lin-
guistic and religious minority people
in Batadroba. Had this crime been
committed by any other 'xyz' com-
munity, then Samujjal Bhattacharjee
along with his over-aged student
leaders would have made us deaf by
giving stern warnings to the perpe-
trators as well as the Government. I
have purposefully excluded the
name of AIUDF from the list because
this party is born to protect and safe-
guard the interests of people of East
Bengal origin who were bought to
our land by people like Syed
Sadullah, Abdul Bhashani,
Fakaruddin Ali Ahmed, etc.

JJuulliiee  BBhhuuyyaann,,  GGaauurriissaaggaarr..

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAlllluu  AArrjjuunn@@aalllluuaarrjjuunn

Big congratulations to the
entire team of
#MajorTheFilm. A very heart
touching film . Man of the
show @AdiviSesh  does his
magic once again. Impactful
support by @prakashraaj ji ,
Revathi ,  @saieemmanjrekar,
#SobhitaDhulipala & all
artists . Mind blowing Bsm by

@SricharanPakala

SSaammbbiitt  PPaattrraa@@ssaammbbiittsswwaarraajj
Itâ€™s the character of AAP
..alledge  loudly and apologise
softly in the court ..both in cases
of Arun Jaitley ji & Nitin Gadkari ji
we had encountered the true
nature of â€œAll About
Propagandaâ€  Party!

vviikkrraamm  llaallvvaannii@@vviikkrraammllaallvvaannii

#KGFChapter2 I may have been late
but finally saw this film last night.
What a film! Superb. @TandonRaveena
rocks. Want to see more of #ramikasen
confrontations with #rocky in
#KGFChapter3 . Brilliant direction ,
editing, sound , screenplay and charac-
tization. @AAFilmsIndia.

HHiimmaannttaa  BBiisswwaa
SSaarrmmaa@@hhiimmaannttaabbiisswwaa

At a time when the entire
country was facing the worst
pandemic in over 100 years ,
Assam hardly had any PPE
Kits My wife took the
courage of coming forward
and donating around 1500
free of cost to the govt to
save lives She didnâ€™t take

a single penny.

KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu@@KKiirreennRRiijjiijjuu

Diya Shinde, ex-street child won her 1st Under-11 girls singles title in Pune District Table Tennis
Tournament. I met her when I visited 'Sports Inquilab Project' run for destitute children by 'India
Khelega' at Pune.

PPrreessss  TTrruusstt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@PPTTII__NNeewwss

National Commission for Protection of
Child Rights seeks explanation from
Hyderabad police over delay in regis-
tration of an FIR in connection with
the gang-rape of a 17-year-old girl.

T he Preamble to the Constitution of India describes the mainte-
nance of 'unity and integrity of the nation' as its prime objective.

Reference to India being a Union of States is for defining the pattern of
governance that the Constitution was to lay down in its text. Strangely,
the world's largest democracy born in 1947 could not - for reasons of in-
ternal politics - define the 'idea of India' despite this country's deeply in-
clusive civilizational past and allowed the concept to remain vague, de-
batable and uncertain in terms of the nationalist values it was supposed
to invoke amongst its citizens. Citizens of a free nation had every right to
connect with their collective recall of history that inculcated in them a
sense of oneness rooted in the shared happy and unhappy memories.
The political complexities flowing out of the traumatic division of India on
communal lines built into the process of Independence itself and the ap-
proach of the Congress as the first ruling party of India, of presenting the
democratic dispensation here as a contrast to Islamic Pakistan by 'dis-
owning' any cultural heritage of the Hindu majority in India, created an
amorphous kind of polity that was to open the way for putting the
Muslim minority on a special footing for its numbers. All of this produced
an unnatural environment for governance that seemed to run against the
first democratic principle of 'one man one vote' followed in India from
day one of the enforcement of the Indian Constitution in 1950. Our
Constitution was inherently secular in as much as it drew no lines
amongst the citizens in providing equal opportunities and equal protec-
tion of law to them but the Congress -apparently out of a sense of politi-
cal insecurity - amended the Preamble in 1976 to introduce the adjective
'secular' for the State primarily to retain the loyalty of Muslim minority
for the party. With the gradual but steady rise of the BJP as a democratic
party, Indian politics was marked by a growing consciousness among
other parties that in a situation of the acute divide of the majority com-
munity due to politics of caste, language and region, the solid support of
the Muslim minority was the only possible match-winner in elections. At
present the internal security scene in India is potentially disturbed be-
cause of the revival of the historical disputes India had inherited in 1947 -
mainly revolving around the destruction of the Ram temple at Ayodhya,
Kashi Vishwanath temple at Varanasi and the Krishna Janamsthan tem-
ple at Mathura. Construction of mosques there in apparent pursuit of the
Islamic mandate of subjugating idol worshippers during the Mughal peri-
od of Indian history and earlier - provoked strong Hindu sentiments on
the issue that even took the form of a national movement. To stall that,
the Narsimha Rao government in its wisdom passed the Places of
Worship Act in Parliament in July 1991 putting a lid on the disputes at
Varanasi and Mathura while exempting Ayodhya from its application. An
Act of Parliament can always be contested before the higher judiciary
and this is happening now regarding the 1991 legislation. The question is
whether the Hindu's sense of continued hurt due to a dark chapter of
Mughal history justified corrective action in Independent India and
whether it was logical for the leadership of the minority community here
to identify itself with the doings of a bigoted ruler like Aurangzeb? Both
Hindus and Muslims - at least the bulk of the latter represented by
Deobandis- had condemned the colonial British rule in India. Why was
then this divergence in responding to the infamous site of the earlier
Muslim invaders? It is possible that the Partition of India forced in the
name of Islam, made the leaders of Indian Muslims cling to any links that
religion provided to them with these outside rulers and with Pakistan.
This, however, will only aggravate the situation. The exclusivism of a reli-
gion that led it to 'reject' other faiths, had to be first worked on by the
community's leadership. 

Democratic India has to
have a national identity

W hy are the Indians curious about the British Royal family even
after India's Independence? Even the present generation of

Indians know of Queen Elizabeth 11. We have listened to the nursery
rhyme in our childhood, "Pussy cat, pussy cat, where have you been? I
have been to London to look at the Queen." Then TV series like 'Crown"
and "Jewel in the Crown" also revived the memories of the colonial past.
English is still the lingua franca of the Indian elite. The Queen's connec-
tion with India has been long. The Nizam of Hyderabad even presented
her with a diamond tiara made by the Cartiers as her wedding present.
The famous Kohinoor diamond is sitting in her crown. India, projected as
a 'jewel in the Crown' by the British, held a special place in the post-colo-
nial world. The Queen has visited India three times during her long reign.
People have lined up on the streets (including me as a child ) to greet the
Royal couple. Her children, including the future King Charles, are also fa-
miliar with India during their visits. It is time to look back on when Britain
celebrates Queen Elizebeth's Platinum jubilee to mark her reign from
June 2 to June 6. The Royal couple's maiden visit was in 1961 at the invita-
tion of the then President Dr Rajendra Prasad. They visited Bombay (now
Mumbai), Madras (now Chennai), Jaipur, Agra and Calcutta (now
Kolkata). They were also the guests of honour at the Republic Day pa-
rade. The Maharaja of Jaipur had even organised a tiger hunting session
for the royals. Their second visit was in 1983 at the invitation of President
Giani Zail Singh. This time they stayed at the refurbished wing of the
Rashtrapathi Bhavan. The Queen presented Mother Teresa with an hon-
orary Order of Merit. The Queen also visited the historic Red Fort. She
was 'carried' in a mock palanquin built without a bottom to avoid the
possible embarrassment of an accident with the royal passenger. The
third visit was in 1997 to mark the 50th anniversary of India's independ-
ence. The Royal couple were to visit Amritsar, but many protested
against the Jalianwalla Bagh massacre. The trouble began even before
the Queen landed on Indian soil. In her state banquet address, the Queen
admitted, "It is no secret that there have been some difficult episodes in
our past â€” Jallianwala Bagh, which I shall visit tomorrow, is a distress-
ing example". On the next day, October 14, the Royal couple went to
Jallianwala Bagh, where she bowed her head and placed a wreath at the
memorial, but the protests continued. The Queen was also a gracious
host to three Indian presidents in 1963 (Dr Radhakrishnan),1990 ( R.
Venlataraman), and 2009 (Pratibha Patil). At the banquet, she recalled
the warmth of the people in welcoming the Royal couple. One of the most
recent events was Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit in 2015. He pre-
sented a crocheted cotton lace sent by Mahatma Gandhi as her wedding
present. He also gave the photographs taken on the 1961 visit and some
exclusive tea from the Makabari Estate in Bengal. England will celebrate
the historic Platinum Jubilee event this month with much fanfare. The
celebrations will begin with Trooping the Colour on June 2, the traditional
parade to mark the Queen's official birthday. Over 1,500 beacons
throughout the U.K. and its commonwealth countries will be lit to com-
memorate the occasion. The following day, the Queen will attend the
Derby at Epsom Downs. On June 3, she will attend a thanksgiving service
at St. Paul's Cathedral. June 5 will see the London-based Platinum Jubilee
Pageant. Seven Indian authors, too, had made it to the Queen's 'read list'
for the Platinum Jubilee. The list includes R.K.Narayan, Arundhati Roy,
V.S. Naipaul. Kamala Markandaya, and Raj Kamal Jha. Buckingham
Palace has released a press statement giving some little known facts
about the Queen. She has met 14 presidents of the United States, and 14
British Prime Ministers have served the Queen. 

Why are the Indians curious
about the British Royal family?
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Indian rapper Raftaar and his team perform during the inauguration of Khelo India Youth Games at Tau Devi Lal
Stadium, in Panchkula.

What is it about human brain that makes us smarter than other animals?

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

J&K administration of the Union
Government (since there is Presidentâ€™s
Rule) keeps putting out statements that
the â€œGovt will not allow ethnic cleans-
ingâ€ . Kashmir to Kanyakumari we In
india are of the same ethnicity so the J&K
Admn must use instead the words â€œre-
ligious cleansingâ€

KHELO INDIA YOUTH GAMES

EMMANUEL 

A STAMATAKIS
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BRIEF

Relinquishes 

New Delhi: Larsen
and Toubro Infotech on
Saturday said its Chief
Executive Officer and
Managing Director
Sanjay Jalona has re-
linquished office.
Jalona had resigned on
May 6 after announc-
ing the merger of
Mindtree with Larsen
and Toubro Infotech
(LTI), citing personal
reasons. "Sanjay
Jalona has relin-
quished the office of
chief executive officer
and managing director
of the company with ef-
fect from close of busi-
ness hours of June 3,
2022," LTI said in a reg-
ulatory filing. The com-
pany is yet to announce
Jalona's successor.

Loan growth 
New Delhi: TVS
Credit, non-bank fi-
nancing arm of USD
8.5-billion TVS Group,
aims at a loan growth
of 25 per cent during
the current financial
year, with the focus on
underserved segments
of the market. The
company, which got
NBFC (Non-Banking
Finance Company) li-
cence in FY10, started
primarily with two-
wheeler financing and
subsequently forayed
into used car, commer-
cial vehicle and tractor
loans. It is also present
in business and con-
sumer durable loans.
The company closed
FY22 with a Rs 13,911
crore balance sheet
and expects 25-30 per
cent growth in the cur-
rent fiscal, TVS Credit
CEO Venkatraman
Gopalakrishnan said.

Subsidy benefits

Jaipur: Over 1.25 crore
farmers and domestic
electricity consumers
have been benefitted by
various schemes under
which the Rajasthan
government has pro-
vided subsidies of Rs
1,044 crore, chief minis-
ter Ashok Gehlot said
on Saturday. Electricity
bills of about 43 lakh
consumers have now
become zero. Power
supply in the state has
become smooth due to
proactive and efficient
management of the
state government, ac-
cording to an official
statement.

Aluminium products
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has decided
not to impose counter-
vailing duty on certain
aluminium products
being imported from
Malaysia, as the fi-
nance ministry has
not accepted the rec-
ommendations of the
directorate general of
trade remedies
(DGTR). The com-
merce ministry's in-
vestigation arm DGTR
had conducted a probe
into alleged exports
subsidisation by
Malaysia on 'alumini-
um primary foundry
alloy ingot in different
forms' following a com-
plaint by the domestic
industry and on
January 31 this year
recommended imposi-
tion of the duty.

New Delhi, Jun 05:  

The RBI's policy deci-
sion would be the major
event driving trading sen-
timent in the equity mar-
ket this week, while global
cues, foreign funds move-
ment and crude oil prices
will be the other key fac-
tors to watch out for, ana-
lysts said. Markets have
been witnessing a rebound
recently. However, the
move lacks decisiveness
amid lingering challenges
like global policy tighten-
ing due to soaring infla-
tion and geopolitical ten-
sions, they added.

"RBI policy, global
macro numbers and crude
oil prices will set the trend
for this week. Outcome of
RBI policy will be an-
nounced on 8th of June
and it will be important to
listen to RBI commentary
as a rate hike is imminent.
IIP data will be released on
10th June after market
hours. "On the global

front, US jobless claim on
Thursday and CPI num-
bers on Friday will be im-
portant for the direction of
global markets," said
Santosh Meena, Head of
Research, Swastika
Investmart Ltd. Crude oil
is continuing its north-
ward journey and if it
does not cool off, then it
may hurt sentiment of
markets. FIIs are still in
selling mode, though the
momentum has slowed
down a bit. However, there
is a risk of further selling
if the rupee weakens due

to a rally in crude oil
prices, he added. Last
week, the BSE Sensex ad-
vanced 884.57 points or
1.61 per cent.

"With earnings season
behind us, focus would be
on the upcoming MPC's
monetary policy review
meet, which is scheduled
during June 6-8. Markets
have already priced in an-
other hike citing sticky in-
flation. However, focus
would be on commentary
amid updates of a
favourable monsoon.
"Besides, performance of

global markets and move-
ment in crude will also be
in focus. On the macroeco-
nomic front, participants
will be eyeing IIP data on
June 10," said Ajit Mishra,
VP - Research, Religare
Broking Ltd.

Yesha Shah, Head of
Equity Research, Samco
Securities, said inflation
being a key factor will be
the central point of all dis-
cussions this week as
China and US inflation
data will be released,
apart from RBI's policy
meeting. "Markets are
likely to remain in a
broader range as we con-
tinue to monitor global
cues, including geopolitical
developments, crude oil
price movement as well as
institutional flows. "RBI's
monetary policy meeting
this week will be a key
event that will be tracked by
investors," said Siddharth
Khemka, Head - Retail
Research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd.

RBI policy, global trends to
be key drivers for markets

this week: Analysts
Mumbai, Jun 05:  

South-east carrier
Vietjet on Saturday an-
nounced the launch of its
direct flight services to the
financial capital from
Hanoi, the capital city of
Vietnam, and Ho Chi
Minh City. It said services
on the Hanoi-Mumbai-
Hanoi route will be operat-
ed three times a week,
while the Mumbai to Ho
Chi Minh City flights will
be run four times per
week. Vietjet started its op-
erations in India in
December 2019, connect-
ing New Delhi to Hanoi
and Ho Chi Minh City. The
services were discontin-
ued following India sus-
pending commercial inter-
national passenger flight
operations in late March
2020 due to the emergence
of the coronavirus pan-
demic. After the govern-
ment lifted the ban on
March 27 this year, Vietjet
announced resumption of
operations along with ex-
pansion of its services be-
tween Vietnam and India.

"Following the launch of
our New Delhi - Ho Chi
Minh City/Hanoi services,
we are delighted to launch

two more direct routes be-
tween Vietnam and
Mumbai. "We believe that
the two services from Ho
Chi Minh City and Hanoi
to Mumbai as well as the
coming Phu Quoc -
Mumbai route will
strengthen the on-going
relationship of Vietnam's
two biggest cities with
Mumbai," Vietjet's Vice
President Do Xuan Quang
said at the launch of the
Mumbai flight.

The services on these
new routes are expected to
be scaled up in the coming
times to meet customers'
demand, he added. From
September 9, the Mumbai -
Phu Quoc route will com-
mence operation with four

round trips per week,
while the New Delhi - Phu
Quoc service will operate
with a frequency of three
round trips per week, the
airline said.

Commenting on the new
services from its airport, a
spokesperson of the
Chhtrapati Shivaji
Maharaj International
Airport (CSMIA) said,
"These services by Vietjet
will offer diversified travel
destinations and flight
schedules, as well as add
direct flight options to the
Mumbai Airport's route
network from the city to
Ho Chi Minh City and
Hanoi to further boost
travel opportunities be-
tween the two countries." 

Vietjet launches direct flights from
Mumbai to Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City

New Delhi, Jun 05:  

The coal dispatch by
state-owned CIL to captive
power plants and sectors
like cement registered a
decline in May as com-
pared to the year-ago
month. While the fuel sup-
ply by Coal India Ltd (CIL)
to captive power plants
dropped 39.74 per cent in
May 2022 over the year-ago
period, dispatch to the ce-
ment sector declined 16.74
per cent, according to lat-
est government data. The
coal supply by the PSU to
the sponge sector also
dropped 8.74 per cent year-
on-year in May. However,
supply to the steel sector
went up by 67.83 per cent
and to the power sector in-
creased by 19.48 per cent
last month, over May 2021.
In the wake of the short
supply of coal to the non-

regulated sector, industry
bodies had earlier sought
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's intervention in the
matter, stating that indus-
tries are compelled to pur-
chase power from ex-
changes at higher rates
due to increased demand.

Reeling under the crisis
on account of continued
coal shortage, a major seg-
ment of the manufactur-
ing sector, MSMEs and
captive power plant-based
industry had jointly sub-
mitted a representation to
the prime minister
through a group of 10 in-
dustry associations.
According to the represen-
tation, dispatches of coal
to sectors like captive
power plants (CPPs), steel,
cement and sponge iron
have been reduced by up to
32 per cent in current fis-
cal year.

New Delhi, Jun 05:  

Tata Motors is gearing
up to strengthen its R&D
with fresh hiring as well
as upskilling of the cur-
rent employees this fiscal
year in order to scale up
capabilities across vari-
ous business verticals, in-
cluding the electric vehi-
cle segment, as per a top
company official. In the
EV space, the company is
looking to enhance its ex-
pertise in the area of bat-
tery packs and vehicle ar-
chitecture, among others.
"As far as hiring in R&D
is concerned we are going
for major hiring, especial-
ly this year, but there is
also another area which
we have looked into very
deeply and that is up-
skilling the current engi-
neers within R&D," Tata

Motors President
Passenger Vehicle and
Electric Vehicles Shailesh
Chandra said in an ana-
lyst call. It is going to be a
big component of how the
company is planning to
really expand its R&D
base, he added. The
Mumbai-based auto
major, in line with its
growth aspirations and
business plans for the
next few years, is hiring

across various verticals
like advanced engineer-
ing, product development,
supply chain, operations
and commercial func-
tions at different levels.
Chandra noted that there
would be enhanced col-
laborations with other
group entities, including
JLR going ahead to en-
hance capabilities. "There
is a lot of collaboration
which will happen with
various Tata companies,
including JLR. So capa-
bilities will not be only...
limited to within Tata
Motors, but also seeing
the opportunities of syn-
ergies with JLR as well as
other Tata companies,
which have a lot of capa-
bility in the area of soft-
wares. So, these are the
areas where we are focus-
ing on," Chandra stated.

Tata Motors looks to strengthen R&D 
capabilities with aggressive hiring this year

Coal supply by CIL to CPPs,
cement sector drops in May

New Delhi, Jun 05:  

Bank of Baroda (BoB) is
set to benefit from the gov-
ernment's thrust on in-
creased infrastructure
spending and other invest-
ments to revive the econo-
my, its Chairman
Hasmukh Adhia said.
Addressing the state-run
lender's shareholders in its
latest annual report, he
further said the bank has a
positive outlook for 2022-23.

"The Government of
India has come up with
many initiatives for in-
creasing spending on in-
frastructure projects and
other investments to re-
vive the economy. The
banking industry of
course would be benefited

due to increase in the de-
mand for bank credit and
Bank of Baroda would be a
key beneficiary of these
developments," he said.
The bank has shown that it
is adaptable to change and
has been able to respond
quickly to the evolving
macroeconomic condi-
tions, he said, adding it has
fine-tuned its operational
capabilities and increased
its delivery capacity. BoB
has adopted a 'phygital'
model by offering the latest

products and services
using its strong digital
platform along with con-
ventional branch banking,
Adhia noted. The major
business goals and objec-
tives of the bank are fo-
cused on creating a sus-
tainable and profitable
business model with a
greater customer-friendly
approach, adopting latest
technological innovations
to increase its brand name,
he added. The bank is now
on a firm footing in terms
of both operational and fi-
nancial performance. It is
well positioned to support
the growth aspirations of
the Indian economy and
fulfil the expectations of
all stakeholders, the annu-
al report said.

BoB to benefit from govt thrust
on infra spending: Chairman

New Delhi, Jun 05:  

Continuing its heavy
selling spree for the eighth
consecutive month, for-
eign investors pulled out
nearly Rs 40,000 crore from
the Indian equity market
in May on fears of an ag-
gressive rate hike by US
Federal Reserve that dent-
ed investor sentiments.
With this, net outflow by
foreign portfolio investors
(FPIs) from equities
reached at Rs 1.69 lakh
crore so far in 2022, data
with depositories showed.

Going ahead, FPI flows
will remain volatile in the
emerging markets on ac-
count of rising geo-politi-
cal risk, rising inflation,

tightening of monetary
policy by central banks,
among others, Shrikant
Chouhan, Head - Equity
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities said. According
to the data, foreign in-
vestors withdrew a net
amount of Rs 39,993 crore
from equities in May. This
massive outflow is the
major factor for the weak-
ness in the Indian market.

Himanshu Srivastava,
Associate Director -
Manager Research,
Morningstar India, attrib-
uted the latest sell-off to
concerns over the
prospects of more aggres-
sive rate hike by US Fed
going ahead. US Fed has
hiked rates twice this year
to battle surging inflation
caused by the disruption
in supply chain due to the
war between Russia and
Ukraine.

FPIs outflow continues
for 8th straight month
̈ Pull out nearly 

Rs 40,000-cr from
equities in May

New Delhi, Jun 05:  

India has achieved the
target of supplying 10 per
cent ethanol-blended
petrol five months ahead of
schedule and is aiming to
double the blend by 2025-26
in order to cut oil import
dependence and address
environmental issues. The
original target for doping
10 per cent ethanol, ex-
tracted from sugarcane
and other agri commodi-
ties, in petrol originally
was November 2022 but
this has been achieved in
June thanks to tremen-
dous effort by state-owned
fuel retailers Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC), Bharat
Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (BPCL) and Hindustan

Petroleum Corporation
Ltd (HPCL). "Due to the co-
ordinated efforts of the
public sector oil marketing
companies (OMCs), the
target of 10 per cent blend-
ing has been achieved
much ahead of the target-
ed timelines of November,
2022 with OMCs attaining
an average 10 per cent
ethanol blending in petrol
(10 per cent ethanol, 90 per
cent petrol) across the
country," an official state-
ment said. This, it added,

translates into a forex im-
pact of over Rs 41,500
crore, reduced greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions of 27
lakh tonnes and has also
led to the expeditious pay-
ment of over Rs 40,600
crore to farmers.

India is the world's fifth
largest producer of
ethanol after the US,
Brazil, EU and China.
Ethanol worldwide is
largely used for consump-
tion but nations like Brazil
and India also dope it in
petrol. "The Government
of India, with the aim to
enhance India's energy se-
curity, reduce import de-
pendency on fuel, save for-
eign exchange, address en-
vironmental issues and
give a boost to the domestic

agriculture sector, has
been promoting the
Ethanol Blended Petrol
(EBP) Programme," the
statement said. It has ad-
vanced the nation's target
of making petrol with 20
per cent ethanol by five
years to 2025 in a move
that's expected to save USD
4 billion annually. This in-
creased blending will ex-
pand the use of renewable
energy in the world's third-
biggest oil importer and
help turn the nation's sur-
plus rice and damaged
foodgrains into ethanol.
"The 'National Policy on
Biofuels' notified by the
Government in 2018 envis-
aged an indicative target of
20 per cent ethanol blend-
ing in petrol by year 2030.

India turns 10 pc of its petrol green; targets a fifth by 2025

Nagpur, Jun 05:  

The RSS-affiliated
Swadeshi Jagran Manch
on Saturday passed a reso-
lution on the need to pro-
tect the country's economic
interests at a coming meet-
ing of the World Trade
Organization. A two-day
national convention of the
SJM began here on
Saturday, said its national
co-convenor Dr Ashwini
Mahajan.

One of the resolutions
passed at the convention
was about the need to pro-
tect national interests at
the World Trade
Organisation as the 12th
ministerial conference of

WTO will take place from
June 12-15 at Geneva, he
said. The issues which
carry special importance
for people of less developed
countries and developing
countries are decisions on
"temporary moratorium
on custom duty on elec-
tronic transmission,
TRIPS waiver on vaccine,
medicines and related tech-
nologies for treatment of
COVID-19, permanent solu-
tion to Peace Clause in

Agreement on Agriculture
on public stockholding for
food security and fisheries
subsidies," Mahajan told
PTI. The current moratori-
um on custom duty on elec-
tronic transmissions is
against the interest of de-
veloping countries in gen-
eral and India in particu-
lar, he said.

"This is not only impact-
ing job creation in electron-
ic transmission sector, but
also the revenue genera-
tion. Imposition of tariff
on electronic transmission
will be the first condition
for success in fourth indus-
trial revolution, namely,
digital industrialisation,"
Mahajan added.

LUXURY CRUISE SHIP

View of newly inaugurated luxury cruise ship service from Chennai Port. The State government had partnered with
Cordelia cruises to offer the luxury cruise service. The cruise ship will start from Chennai and sail in high seas.

Swadeshi Jagran Manch calls on Govt to
protect country’s interests at WTO meet

S
ony Entertainment
Television brings
forth a refreshing

narrative with ‘Yashomati
Maiyaa Ke Nandlala’
which highlights the story
of Lord Vishnu who incar-
nated as Lord Krishna on
Earth to experience a
mother’s unconditional
love. Showcasing this
beautiful mother-son bond,
the show will highlight the
various facets of Yashoda
as a mother.

Starring Neha Sargam
as Yashoda, Rahul Sharma
as Nand Maharaj, Ram
Yashvardhan as Kans,
Romiit Raaj as Lord

Vasudev and Hitanshu
Jinsi as Lord Vishnu, the
show will see many more
notable names from the in-
dustry portraying pivotal
roles. Produced by
Contiloe Pictures,
Yashomati Maiyaa Ke
Nandlala will premiere on
13th June 2022 and air
every Monday to Friday at
9:00 PM only on Sony
Entertainment Television.

Bringing the authentici-
ty alive, the show kick-
started with an auspicious
launch in Mathura where
Lord Krishna is believed to
have spent his childhood.
Neha Sargam who plays
Yashoda in the show, visit-
ed some revered temples in
the city to seek blessings
and to talk about the show
and her role at length.

Be sure to tune in to
Yashomati Maiyaa Ke
Nandlala starting 13th
June, every Monday to
Friday at 9:00 PM only on
Sony Entertainment
Television!

I
love to eat kheer made
by my mother on my
birthday – Says &TV’s

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
artist Kaamna Pathak. My
late grandfather used to
get his pension at the be-
ginning of the month, and
he Would give me a 100
rupee note from that
amount every year. I used
to look forward to it. I
spent that money as a
child, but as I grew older, I
began to keep the notes as
a mark of his affection. He
is no longer with us, and I
miss receiving this special
gift From him. The notes
he has given to me will al-
ways be the most memo-
rable and Priceless gift as
it carries his blessings.
Now, my father writes a
special poem for me On
my birthdays, and I love it.

Excerpts of interview:
1. Tell us something

about you.
I come from Indore,

Madhya Pradesh, and
started performing theatre
at an early age and wanted
to pursue a career in it. My
parents and family have
always been

strong pillars in my career.
While I was working on a
play with Manoj Joshi Ji, I
got an opportunity to trav-
el and perform to a varied
audience across various
parts of the world like the
USA, Europe, and United
Kingdom. While audition-
ing for television shows,
both my gurus – M.S
Sathayu and Barry John
guided and supported me
in acting, my acting skills
and this is how I landed up
in &TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan.

2. Tell us something
about your character in
the show Happu Ki Ultan

Paltan.
Dabang Dulhania

Rajesh in &TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan has been en-
tertaining viewers with
her witty comebacks and
catchy Bundelkhandi dia-
logues for a while now. She
is the mother of Happu’s 9
children and has a sweet
and sour relationship with
her mother-in-law Katori
Amma played by Himani
Shivpuri ji. Rajesh is a
strong lady and her prob-
lem-solving nature helps
Happu in uncertain situa-
tions. The makers of
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan
were on the lookout for
someone who resembled
Bollywood beauty –
Sonakshi Sinha from the
movie Dabang. The mak-
ers felt I had a striking re-
semblance to the actor and
had the personality to
carry off this role with

ease during the look
test and audition.

T
ollywood star Allu Arjun expressed his
delight on social media, congratulat-
ing Adivi Sesh and his 'Major' team

for delivering such a fantastic film.
'Major' has received rave reviews from all
quarters, making it one of the most criti-
cally acclaimed films recently.

Allu Arjun's tweet reads, "Big congrat-
ulations to the entire team of
#MajorTheFilm. A very heart touching
film. Man of the show Adivi Sesh does
his magic once again. Excelled work by
director Sashi Tikka. Beautifully craft-
ed. Big congratulations and my per-
sonal respect to Mahesh Babu for
giving the audience such a
heartwarming expe-
rience. Major: A
story that touches
every Indian
heart."

Adivi Sesh is
o v e r w h e l m e d
with all the love
coming his way and
with the film crossing
Rs 13 crore worldwide
on its opening day.
Responding to Allu
Arjun's tweet, Sesh said,
"Big Man! Thank you so
much for aLL the love. From
Kshanam to Major your sup-
port, grace and kindness has
been incredible. It means a lot to
me personally. You gifted Pushpa on
my birthday (Dec 17) and now you
have made the success of Major even
sweeter." Adivi not only wowed audiences
and critics alike, but he also had industry
heavyweights like Allu Arjun rooting for him,
praising his powerful and sensitive perform-
ance in 'Major.' 'Major' is the film that traces the
inspirational journey of Major Sandeep
Unnikrishnan and his bravery before he at-
tained martyrdom in the 26/11 Mumbai ter-
ror attacks.

B
ollyw-
ood actress
Mrunal Thakur,

who made a switch from
television to cinema, is set

to essay the role of a fierce fe-
male cop in the upcoming thriller

'Gumraah' for which she underwent
grilling physical training and even

trained with athletes for the part.
Elaborating on the same, the ac-
tress said in a statement: "For por-

traying the role of a committed
cop, I had to go through exten-

sive body training, from get-
ting physically trained to

maintaining the body
structure while run-

ning with trained ath-
letes."

She even spent
time with female
cops to understand

their psychology and
the worldview of a female

police officer. "I have tried every-
thing to adapt to the essence of a
cop. My preparation for the role
also involved talking to and spend-
ing time with some female cops of

our force in order to understand
their world through a better
lens."

Mrunal Thakur was last seen
opposite Shahid Kapoor in the
family cricket drama 'Jersey',
which is currently available
to stream on Netflix.

ACROSS

1. Regional

6. Nail polish shades

10. Grease job

14. Unattended

15. Crude minerals

16. Voyaging

17. Feats

18. Aardvarks

20. Fizzy drinks

21. Game cube

22. Brink

23. Negative word

25. Blooper

27. Kevin ____ of "Dances with Wolves"

31. Incapable

35. Pimples

36. Mails

39. Committed perjury

40. Business VIP

41. Perfumes

42. Wilt

43. Canvas cover

45. Scoundrel

46. Change residences

47. Unbroken

49. Gathered

51. Trials

54. "Leaving ____ Vegas"

55. Discolored spot

58. Choose

60. Head skin

64. Custodian

66. Forbidden

67. Prayer finale

68. Diner list

69. Explode

70. Defeat

71. Poker bet

72. Appraises

DOWN

1. Chaps

2. Butter's rival

3. College woman

4. Moderately slow, in music

5. School assignment

6. Highway

7. Bert's friend

8. Discourage

9. Compass reading (abbr.)

10. Type of football pass

11. Client

12. "Titanic" foe

13. Alleviate

19. Bard of ____

24. Vacation spots

26. Actor ____ Crowe

27. Prickly plants

28. Atlantic or Indian

29. Nasal sound

30. Renovate

32. Buffalo

33. Depart

34. Advanced gradually

37. Yule drink

38. Medicine

44. Doctor's client

46. Eyelash makeup

48. Penny

50. ____ Bunny

52. Keepsake

53. Depleted

55. Wound covering

56. Docile

57. Location

59. Factual

61. Adjoin

62. Easy stride

63. Cooking vessels

65. Physicians' gp.
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Your health is likely to be glowing and
your physical energy high, Aquarius.
You'll probably want to spend some of
your time today working out or other-
wise getting some exercise. This gets
the endorphins going so you feel that
much more motivated to pursue job-
related or personal projects. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Intense communication throughout the
day could bring you closer to a friend or
lover, Pisces. Conversations about a num-
ber of different subjects could increase
your understanding of one another and
leave you with a lot of wonderful memo-
ries of the day. If possible, you could drive
into the country or just hang out togeth-
er, too. Above all, have fun.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Your self-confidence is likely to skyrocket
today, Aries. Good news about money
could reach you while you're at home,
causing family members to want to cele-
brate. You might be a little tired, but you'll
be up for it anyway, since the news gives
you a second wind. Expect a lot of compli-
ments from your household as well as oth-
ers you might happen to meet.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

It’s time to get in touch with the people in
your neighborhood, Taurus. By reaching
out to the people you live near in a jovial
and congenial way you build community
spirit. You can expect a lot of stimulating
conversation once you take the initiative.
Valuable business contacts could be made
today, although you might not be aware of
it at the time.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today could bring a lot of physical
activity, possibly including workouts
and dancing, as your energy, enthusi-
asm, and stamina are all high, Gemini.
Life may be mentally demanding, too,
but you can handle it. Communications
with friends and colleagues should be
warm, congenial, and full of good-
natured banter. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Children cross your path today for a reason.
You might get caught up in their games and
momentarily experience being a child again
yourself. This could increase your appeal
for love partners, Cancer, so don't be sur-
prised if you're the recipient of admiring
advances from others. At some point, you
might be the center of attention, which is
flattering. Enjoy!

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Communication flows freely today, Leo.
Land might be discussed. At some
point you'll be reminded of someone
from the past and experience a
momentary wave of longing to see this
person again. This won't last, however.
You'll be too busy relating to those
you’re currently talking to. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Expect to hear some great news from rel-
atives or neighbors, perhaps involving
money. You could hear this from more
than one source, Virgo, so it's likely true.
You might spend a lot of time driving
around, mainly running errands but also
seeking people who are in the know. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The forthcoming completion of a frus-
trating project could be moved closer
by one intense burst of energy from
you, Libra. Self-confidence and deter-
mination come together to make sure
you tie up all the loose ends and finish
it all up. However, don't expect to be
able to relax for long. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you might plan a trip, Scorpio, perhaps
a long-distance vacation. You may be plan-
ning far in advance, but you love to dream
about the possibilities now. You're in the posi-
tion where you feel secure enough financially
and established enough in your working life
to cut yourself a little slack and make time for
enjoyment. Do something new and different
even if others think you're crazy.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Sagittarius, some interesting insights could
steer you in the right direction regarding a
goal you've been working toward for a long
time. You generally prefer logic to ESP, but
today your intuition is so strong that it's dif-
ficult to resist. You could also feel a burst of
physical energy that spurs you on to do
whatever needs to be done. Don't worry
about what's rational. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Expect to spend a lot of time communicat-
ing with others, perhaps texting multiple
friends at one time either individually or in
a group chat. At least one could end up
being helpful to your professional life. A
lot of stimulating conversation could take
place today, Capricorn, perhaps giving
you clues to opportunities or trends that
you want to follow. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Mrunal Thakur
dons khaki in

upcoming
thriller

‘Gumraah’

‘Pushpa’ star
Allu Arjun

salutes Adivi
Sesh's ‘Major’

'D
il Chahta Hai' film-
maker Farhan
Akhtar, who last di-

rected and wrote 'Don 2:
The King Is Back', is back to
penning the script for his
to-be-announced film.

The last time Farhan
swirled his pen was for the
sports drama 'Toofan'. It
has been a year since he
donned the writer's cap.

Farhan's friend and busi-
ness partner, Ritesh
Sindhwani, who is a co-
founder of Excel
Entertainment along with
Farhan Akhtar, took to his
social media to share a
snap from Farhan's study
room where the actor is
seen to be in his writer
mode. Taking to his cap-
tion, the producer wrote:
"100 per cent focus even
when he's putting pen to

paper (err.. fingers to key-
board) @faroutakhtar is
back in writer mode after a
long hiatus. Guess what
he's working on (sic)."

The picture has set
Twitter on fire as speculat-
ing fans have started trend-
ing 'Don 3' on the micro-
blogging site.

As a writer, Farhan, who
is the son of veteran
screenwriter Javed Akhtar
and Honey Irani, has deliv-
ered major hits like
'Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara',
the National Award-win-
ning coming-of-age film 'Dil
Chahta Hai', 'Dil Dhadakne
Do', 'Don', 'Don 2', and 'Rock
On'. Talking about Excel
Entertainment, their last
project was a successful
franchise of the Yash-star-
rer 'KGF' which was a
major hit nationwide.

Farhan Akhtar back to
scribble pad, starts 

working on new script

‘Will spend time with my
family on my birthday’

Sony TV presents ‘Yashomati
Maiyaa KeNandlala’
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London, Jun 05: 

Joe Root made a superb
unbeaten century to mas-
terfully guide England to
an impressive five-wicket
victory over New Zealand
on a gloomy fourth morn-
ing of the first Test at
Lord’s on Sunday.

Former captain Root
became the 14th batsman
to pass 10,000 Test runs
and finished on 115 not
out after sharing a sixth-
wicket partnership of 120
with Ben Foakes, whose
32 not out was also cru-
cial for England to reach their victory target of 277. New Zealand’s seam-

ers, previously so potent
through the Test, found
no swing on a cold morn-
ing and failed to test the
batsmen as the pair
picked off the runs with
little alarm after England
had resumed at 216 for
five, needing 61 for victo-
ry.

England captain Ben
Stokes can celebrate vic-
tory in his first Test in
charge and will be target-
ing a series win when the
second of three Tests gets
underway at Trent
Bridge in Nottingham on
Friday.

Root century leads England
to victory over NZ at Lord’s

Hungary beats England 1-0; Italy
and Germany draw 1-1 in NL

Rome, Jun 05 (AP): 

England slumped to its
first loss to Hungary in six
decades by 1-0 in the Nations
League. Dominik Szoboszlai
converted a second-half
penalty after being fouled by
Reece James on Saturday.

The last time Hungary
beat England came at the
1962 World Cup, with
England having gone 15
matches unbeaten against
Hungary since then.

Excluding penalty
shootouts, it was England's
first defeat in 23 matches.

"We have to accept that we
did not do enough to win the
game. A draw would have
been the fair outcome,"
England coach Gareth
Southgate said. "We did not
create too many clear cut

chances. "The heat was a fac-
tor and took a lot out of the
players and we tried to re-
fresh the team earlier than
normal. The balance of find-

ing out about new things and
the consistency of the regu-
lar team, I have to look at
whether I got that right."
Also in the same group, Italy

and Germany drew 1-1 with
Lorenzo Pellegrini and
Joshua Kimmich trading
goals three minutes apart in
the second half in Bologna.

Pellegrini redirected a
cross from Italy debutant
Wilfried Gnonto before
Kimmich fired in a rebound.
European champion Italy,
which did not qualify for a
second consecutive World
Cup, made wholesale
changes following a 3-0 loss
to Argentina in the
Finalissima on Wednesday.

"We played evenly against
a great national team," Italy
coach Roberto Mancini said.

"Germany is one of the
strongest teams right now."

Italy goalkeeper Gianluigi
Donnarumma appeared to
injure his left wrist on the
final play of the match.

Dominik Szoboszlai celebrates with Adam Szalai after scoring
Hungary's goal in the UEFA Nations League Group C match against
England at Puskas Arena Park, Budapest, Hungary.

Indian men’s team beats Switzerland
and draw against Pakistan in FIH Hockey
Lausanne, Jun 05 (PTI): 

The Indian men's team
began its campaign in the
inaugural FIH Hockey 5s
with a 4-3 win over hosts
Switzerland before playing
out a pulsating 2-2 draw
against arch-rivals
Pakistan here on Saturday.

The Indian women's
team, however, had a bad
day in office, losing both
its matches against
Uruguay (3-4) and Poland
(1-3).

The men's team, led by
Gurinder Singh, dished
out an impressive show of
fitness, skill and speed in
the opening match with
Raheel Mohammed scor-
ing two field goals in the

second and 10th minutes.
M o i r a n g t h e m

Rabichandra score a 'chal-

lenge goal' in the first
minute while captain
Gurinder struck in the

19th minute for India at
the Place de la Navigation
Stadium. For Switzerland,
Winkler Jonas (6th
minute), Reinhard Fabio
(11th) and Kruesi Patrick
(16th) were the goal scor-
ers. India led 3-1 at the half
time. A Hockey 5s match is
of 20 minutes divide into
two halves of 10 minutes
each. In its second match
of the day, the Indian
men's team led twice but
conceded a last minute
goal to play out a 2-2 draw
against the arch-rivals..

Raheel Mohammed gave
India the lead in the very
first minute through a
field goal before Laiqat
Arshad restored parity six
minutes later.

Afghanistan beats host
Zimbabwe by 60 runs in 1st ODI
Harare, Jun 5 (AP): 

Rahmat Shah hit 94 and
Mohammad Nabi took
four wickets as
Afghanistan beat host
Zimbabwe by 60 runs in
the first of three One-Day
Internationals here.

Afghanistan hasn't lost
an ODI series against the
Zimbabweans in five con-
tests since the first meet-
ing in 2014, and under-
lined its status as series
favourite with a dominant
performance at Harare
Sports Club on Saturday.
The Afghans totalled 276-5
before bowling out the
host for 216.

Shah and skipper
Hashmatullah Shahidi
were cautious at the start
of their partnership then
lashed out after reaching
their half-centuries. They
shared 181 for the third

wicket. Shah dominated
pace and spin and was
comfortable at the crease
while cracking seven
fours and three sixes from
120 balls in a man-of-the-
match effort. Shahidi
scored 88 from 104, includ-
ing 13 boundaries. Both
fell to Zimbabwe fast
bowler Blessing
Muzarabani, who took 4-
52 on his return to inter-
national cricket after a
stint as a practice bowler
for Lucknow Super
Giants in the Indian
Premier League.

Brazil faces Japan in friendly
with lesser focus on Neymar
Tokyo, Jun 05 (AP): 

Brazil coach Tite has had the
full four-year cycle to prepare
for this year's World Cup in
Qatar, unlike 2018 in Russia
when he took over in the mid-
dle of the cycle after Dunga
was fired.
Fresh from beating South
Korea 5-1 on Thursday in
Seoul, Brazil faces Japan on
Monday in an international
friendly in Tokyo. Brazil has
not lost since falling 1-0
against Argentina in the Copa
America final almost a year
ago.
Japan could be a good omen.
Brazil's under-23 team won
Olympic gold last year in
Tokyo, and Brazil's last World
Cup title came in 2002 in near-
by Yokohama in a World Cup
co-hosted by Japan and South
Korea.
"In a period of four years you
can do a better job," Tite said

Sunday, speaking at Japan's
new National Stadium, venue
for the Tokyo Olympics that
were delayed by a year.
"In that period you can see
many mistakes, but many
good things. You see a lot of
players. And now we are see-
ing a new generation in terms
of offense."
Neymar scored two penalties
against South Korea, but he's
no longer the entire fulcrum of
the attack. Three players from
the English Premier League
Richarlison, Coutinho and
Gabriel Jesus also scored in
Seoul. To that mix, add other
threats like Raphinha, Lucas
Paqueta and Vinicius Junior.

Women devotees perform rituals under a banyan tree on the occasion of Jamai Sashthi, at Balurghat in South
Dinajpur district, Sunday.

JAMAI SASHTHI

New Delhi, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Senior Congress leaders
on Sunday started plan-
ning for the "Bharat Jodo
Yatra" announced by the
party at the Udaipur "Nav
Sankalp Shivir". Former
Congress chief Rahul
Gandhi was also present at
the first meeting of the the
party's central planning
group for the "yatra".

The "Bharat Jodo Yatra"
will begin from
Kanyakumari to Kashmir
on October 2, coinciding
with Gandhi Jayanti. "The
first meeting of the Central
Planning Group for Bharat
Jodo Yatra took place today.
The Kanyakumari to
Kashmir yatra will start on
October 2nd and planning

for it began in right
earnest. Rahul Gandhi also
attended the meeting," sen-
ior party leader Digvijaya
Singh wrote on Twitter.

Singh is the convenor of
the group set up by
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi for the planning of
the "yatra". The "Bharat
Jodo Yatra" is to help unite
India, which the Congress
alleges is being divided
with increased polarisa-
tion in the country.

Others present at the
meeting included Jairam
Ramesh, Shashi Tharoor,
Jothi Mani, Indian Youth
Congress chief B V
Srinivas, Mahila Congress
chief Netta D'souza and
NSUI president Neeraj
Kundan.

Islamabad, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Pakistan's ruling al-
liance have questioned
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif's decision to em-
power the spy agency -
I n t e r - S e r v i c e s
Intelligence (ISI) - to con-
duct verification of all
government officers be-
fore their induction, ap-
pointments and postings,
as well as promotions.

The Sharif government
issued a notification on
Friday to give the status of
a Special Vetting Agency
(SVA) to the ISI. The deci-
sion angered not just the
allies but also his own

Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N). The ISI
is Pakistan's powerful spy
agency. In 1950, it was offi-
cially given the task of
safeguarding Pakistani
interests and national se-
curity, inside and outside
the country.

Some members belong-
ing to allied parties even
criticised Prime Minister
Sharif for not taking the
coalition partners and
parliament into confi-
dence, vowing to take the
matter to the court, The
Express Tribune newspa-
per has reported. They
quipped that the premier
should also consider in-

cluding politicians in the
notification as most of the
traitors were there.

"This has been done be-
hind the back of coalition
partners and parliament,"
Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) General-Secretary
Farhatullah Babar said,
asking why the decision
was taken as it is not a sin-
gle-party government.

In a tweet, Babar said
that the decision must be
unacceptable to many
coalition partners, and
they must protest to re-
verse it, adding that uni-
lateral alteration in civil
service rules must be
challenged.

Ahead of Amarnath Yatra, security
forces concerned over ‘sticky bombs’

Srinagar, Jun 05 (PTI): 

With the Amarnath
Yatra around the corner,
security forces in Jammu
and Kashmir are con-
cerned over terrorist
groups possessing "sticky
bombs" -- explosives that
can be attached to vehi-
cles and detonated re-
motely -- and are reshap-
ing their standard operat-
ing procedure for the pil-
grimage, officials said on
Sunday.

According to them, in-
terrogation of arrested
terrorists and their sym-
pathisers and other evi-
dence suggest that while
some "sticky bombs" have
been recovered by securi-

ty forces, many of them
may have found their way
into terror groups in
Kashmir Valley.

Recently a drone flying
in from Pakistan devel-
oped a technical snag and
was spotted by people in
Kathua. Later, the police
recovered arms and am-
munition, including seven
magnetic bombs or "sticky
bombs", from the place.

Concerned over the de-
velopment, the security
agencies reworked their
strategy, especially keep-
ing in mind the
Amarnath Yatra begin-
ning June 30.

About three lakh pil-
grims are likely to take
part in the pilgrimage to

the cave shrine located in
the upper reaches of
south Kashmir. It is ex-
pected to end on August
11. It has been decided
that vehicles of pilgrims
as well as of security
forces will be secluded
during their movement,
the officials said.

Instructions have also
been issued to the security
forces as well as those
managing the pilgrimage
not to leave vehicles unat-
tended. When contacted,
Inspector General of
Police (Kashmir range)
Vijay Kumar said the se-
curity forces are dealing
with the menace. "We have
taken adequate precau-
tions," he told PTI.

Colourful pageant, street fests cap
queen’s Platinum Jubilee

London, Jun 05 (AP): 

Royal fans were hoping
for an appearance by
Queen Elizabeth II at
Buckingham Palace after
a colourful street pageant
sashays through London
on Sunday, the final day of
a long holiday weekend
celebrating the monarch's
70 years on the throne.

Thousands of perform-
ers will parade along a
three-kilometre route
from Horse Guards Parade
down the Mall to
Buckingham Palace,
telling the story of the
queen's life with dance,
vintage cars, vibrant cos-

tumes, carnival music and
giant puppets. Festivities
will begin with the ringing
of bells at Westminster
Abbey, and a military band
will lead the gilded gold
state coach, a horse-drawn
carriage that transported
the queen to her corona-
tion 69 years ago.

The 96-year-old
monarch won't take part
in the pageant, but
archival video of her will
be broadcast at the coach's
windows. The keenest
royal fans braved the wet,
chilly weather and
camped out on the Mall
overnight to secure the
best view of the pageant.

Some came for the celebri-
ties who will be perform-
ing, while others wanted
to be part of a historical
moment. It's part of histo-
ry, it's never going to hap-
pen again. It's something
special, so if you are going
to do it you've got to go big
or go home," said Shaun
Wallen, 50.

The queen hasn't ap-
peared in public for the
Platinum Jubilee events
since Thursday, when she
smiled and waved on
Buckingham Palace's bal-
cony with her family. She
has limited her appear-
ances in recent months
due to what the palace de-

scribes as episodic mobili-
ty issues. She also had
COVID-19 this spring. Still,
she delighted the country
when she appeared in a
surprise comedy video
that opened a concert
Saturday staged in front of
Buckingham Palace.

In the video, the
monarch had tea with a
c o m p u t e r - a n i m a t e d
Paddington Bear and re-
vealed that, just like the
furry character, she was
partial to marmalade
sandwiches and liked to
keep them in her handbag.

Diana Ross and the rock
band Queen headlined the
star-studded tribute con-

cert Saturday night, which
also featured Rod Stewart,
Duran Duran, Alicia Keys
and Andrea Bocelli.

The celebrities paid trib-
ute to the queen's decades
of service to the UK and
the Commonwealth.
Prince Charles, her eldest
son and heir to the throne,
highlighted his mother's
role as a symbol of unity
and stability through the
decades.

Addressing the queen as
Your Majesty, mummy,
Charles said: You laugh
and cry with us and, most
importantly, you have
been there for us for these
70 years.

One more juvenile held in
Hyderabad teen rape case

Hyderabad, Jun 05 (PTI): 

The city police on
Sunday apprehended an-
other juvenile for his al-
leged involvement in the
sensational gang-rape of a
17-year-old girl at Jubilee
Hills here, even as
Telangana Governor
Tamilisai Soundararajan
sought a detailed report
within two days from the
Chief Secretary and
Director General of Police
regarding the case.

With this, the police has
nabbed an 18-year-old man
and three children in con-
flict with law (juveniles) in
connection with the case.
The police are on the look-
out for another suspect who
is still at large. One of the
teenage boys accused in the
incident is alleged to be a
son of a leader wielding

power. "In continuation of
arrest of three accused ear-
lier one CCLs (Child in
Conflict with Law) is appre-
hended by Jubilee Hills po-
lice today i.e., on 05-06-2022
and his apprehension was
effected in the above case
and he is being produced be-
fore the Hon'ble Juvenile
Court for their safe cus-
tody," Deputy Commiss-
ioner of Police (West Zone)
Joel Davis said in a press
note. Of the five accused
persons, one adult and three
juvenile have been appre-
hended while efforts are on
to catch hold of the remain-
ing accused, the DCP said,
adding that further investi-
gation is in progress. The
teenage girl, who visited a
pub here on May 28 for a
daytime party, was gang-
raped by five persons, in-
cluding three juveniles, po-

lice had said on June 3. The
girl was sexually assaulted
in a Multi-Purpose Vehicle
(MPV) here, police had said.
A press communication
from Soundararajan's press
secretary on Sunday said
the Governor was deeply
anguished over the heinous
incident. "Deeply anguished
over this heinous incident,
the Hon'ble Governor has
ordered for the submission
of a detailed report within
two days on the issue from
the Chief Secretary and the
Director General of Police,"
it said. The K
Chandrashekar Rao-led
government came under
sharp political attack from
the opposition BJP and
Congress demanding that
the TRS dispensation hand
over investigation in the
case to the CBI to ensure an
impartial probe.

Amritsar, Jun 05 (PTI): 

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Sunday
paid obeisance at the Golden
Temple here and held a
closed-door meeting with
Akal Takht Jathedar Gyani
Harpreet Singh ahead of the
Operation Bluestar anniver-
sary. Mann after paying
obeisance at the Sikh shrine
went straight to the resi-
dence of the Jathedar. Tight
security arrangements
were made keeping in view
his visit and the Operation
Bluestar anniversary on
June 6.

However, what transpired
at the meeting was not
shared by the chief minis-
ter with the media when he
came out of the residence of
the Jathedar. According to
sources, both held the
closed-door meeting for
over an hour. An official
statement said Mann paid

obeisance at the Golden
Temple and prayed to the
God for peace, progress and
prosperity in the state.

"I bowed my head in rev-
erence to the Sri Guru
Granth Sahib and prayed
that my government's every
action should be aimed at
making Punjab a frontrun-
ner state in the county," said
Mann according to the
statement.

During the meeting with
the Jathedar, the chief min-
ister held deliberations on
social and religious issues,
said the statement. The
chief minister said that the
Golden Temple and the
Akal Takht have since long
remained a source of both
worldly and spiritual pow-
ers.

Mann said not only Sikhs,
every Punjabi derives
power from the land blessed
by the great Gurus.

The chief minister said

people of the state have
given a whopping mandate
to his government so he had
paid reverence at this di-
vine place to seek blessings
of the Almighty to fulfil all
aspirations of people.

Bhagwant Mann said he
was feeling rejuvenated
after paying obeisance at
the shrine, which filled him
with new vigour and enthu-

siasm to serve people with a
missionary zeal.

Meanwhile, the security
has been beefed up in the
city as a large number of
Sikh devotees are expected
to throng the Akal Takht on
June 6. The Army had car-
ried out the Operation
Bluestar in June 1984 to
flush out militants from the
Golden Temple complex.

Mann had on Saturday re-
viewed the law and order
situation ahead of the an-
niversary of Operation
Bluestar and said the state
police has been put on high
alert for maintaining peace
in the state. The CM had
said no one should be al-
lowed to disturb the hard-
earned peace of the state at
any cost.

Last month, the Jathedar
had advised Sikhs to keep li-
censed weapons, drawing
criticism from Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann.
The Punjab government
had recently pruned the
Jathedar's security cover.

The Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) had
later claimed that the
Punjab government re-
stored the security cover of
the Akal Takht Jathedar
but he refused to take it
back.
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Focus on giving precaution shot of Covid vaccine
to 4.7 cr elderly under Har Ghar Dastak 2.0

New Delhi, June 05 (PTI): 

The government plans to
focus on administering
precaution dose of Covid
vaccine to 4.7 crore 60-plus
population, due for it by
July 31, under its ongoing
door-to-door Har Ghar
Dastak 2.0 campaign, offi-
cials said on Sunday.

Of the estimated 13.75
crore senior citizens in the
country, 11.91 crore have
been administered both the
doses of Covid vaccine till
June 3. Of the 6.67 crore
beneficiaries in the age
group due for the booster
dose till July 31, 1.94 crore
have taken the shot.

Besides, 1.04 crore of the
total estimated senior citi-
zens are yet to take the first
dose of the Covid vaccine.
In 27 states, the coverage of
precaution dose among 60
years and above is below
the national average of 42
per cent.

These states include
Nagaland (13 per cent),

Meghalaya (15 per cent),
Arunachal Pradesh (16 per
cent), Manipur (19 per
cent), Jharkhand (27 per
cent), Punjab (24 per cent),
Maharashtra (31 per cent),
Madhya Pradesh (31 per
cent) and Assam (29 per
cent).

The second round of the
door-to-door campaign to
accelerate the pace and
coverage of the COVID-19
vaccination commenced on
June 1. It is a two-month-
long programme.

The Union Health
Ministry has asked states
and Union Territories to
focus on vaccinating all
those due for the second
dose and those aged 60 and
above eligible for precau-
tion shot through the door-
to-door activity.

States have also been ad-
vised to organise school-
based campaigns for fo-
cussed coverage of the pop-
ulation in the 12 to 18 years
age group.

According to official

data, of the estimated 7.40
crore adolescents in the
age group of 15-18 years, 80
per cent have been admin-
istered the first dose of
Covid vaccine and 62 per
cent are fully vaccinated
till June 3.

Besides, 73 per cent of
the estimated 4.71 crore
children aged 12 to 14
years have received the
first dose and 50 per cent
the second dose. Overall,
95 per cent of the popula-
tion aged 12 years and
above have been adminis-
tered the first dose of the
Covid vaccine and 84 per
cent are fully vaccinated.

The countrywide vacci-
nation drive was rolled out
on January 16 last year
with healthcare workers
getting inoculated in the
first phase. Vaccination of
frontline workers started
from February 2 last year.

The next phase of
COVID-19 vaccination com-
menced on March 1 last
year for people over 60

years of age and those aged
45 and above with specified
comorbid conditions.

Vaccination for all peo-
ple aged more than 45
years began on April 1 last
year. The government then
decided to expand the
ambit of the vaccination
drive by allowing everyone
above 18 years to be inocu-
lated against Covid from
May 1 last year.
Inoculation of adolescents
in the age group of 15-18
years commenced on
January 3.

India began administer-
ing precaution doses of
vaccines to healthcare and
frontline workers and
those aged 60 and above
with comorbidities from
January 10.

The country began inoc-
ulating children aged 12-14
from March 16 and also re-
moved the comorbidity
clause making all people
aged above 60 eligible for
the precaution dose of
Covid vaccine.

Punjab CM holds closed-door 
meeting with Akal Takht Jathedar

Telangana Guv seeks report on incident

Congress leaders start 
planning for ‘Bharat Jodo Yatra’

Pak’s ruling alliance questions PM
Sharif’s decision to empower ISI to

conduct verification of civil servants

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann with Akal Takht
Jathedar Giani Harpreet Singh during their meeting in
Amritsar, Sunday.

Young visitors during an arms and ammunition exhibition organised by Blazing Sword Division
under Gajraj Corps of the Indian Army, as part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, in Tezpur, Sunday.
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