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Bribery case
LLuucckknnooww::  The CBI on
Saturday said it has
arrested an officer of the
Lucknow division of the
Northern Railways for
allegedly accepting a
bribe of Rs 80,000. Deputy
Chief Materials Manager
(carriage and wagons)
Alok Mishra was arrested
on Friday evening along
with two others who were
identified as Avanish
Mishra and Manjit Singh,
the Central Bureau of
Investigation said in a
statement.

Man booked 
SSrriinnaaggaarr::  A man has
been booked under the
stringent Public Safety
Act for allegedly upload-
ing a video in which he
justified the killing of
Kashmiri television
artiste Amreen Bhat by
terrorists, police said on
Saturday. “Acting tough
on anti-social elements,
police in Budgam
booked a hatemonger
under the Public Safety
Act (PSA) for spreading
hate and justifying the
killing of a woman
artiste by uploading a
video on social 
media,” they said.

Nigerian  held 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Three people,
including a Nigerian
national, have been
arrested in two separate
incidents here and con-
traband worth around Rs
21 crore was recovered
from them, officials said
on Saturday. The accused
have been identified as
Ankush, a resident of
Timarpur; Anthony, a
native of Nigeria; and
Sanjay, a resident of
Uttam Nagar, they said. 

Bear attack
PPaallaannppuurr:: Three persons
were injured in attacks
by sloth bears at Jessore
Sloth Bear Sanctuary in
Gujarat’s Banaskantha
district in the last five
days, an official said on
Saturday. The forest
department has
increased night
patrolling and cautioned
locals against venturing
out in the night to pre-
vent such attacks, the
official said. In the lat-
est incident, a tribal
farmer was attacked by
a sloth bear at Vera vil-
lage in the sanctuary on
Friday night, said
Shaktisinh Parmar,
range forest officer of
Iqbalgarh.

Dacoity gang 
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: A gang
that allegedly commit-
ted several dacoities in
the Odisha-Jharkhand
border areas was bust-
ed with the arrest of
five people, police said
on Saturday. The
armed men robbed Rs
11 lakh in cash from a
man at a market in
Rairangpur Rural police
station area in
Odisha’s Mayurbhanj
district last week. The
victim was shot dead
when he resisted. The
accused also fired a few
rounds to create panic
among the people while
escaping, police said.
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BRIEF

Girls paint their faces with
the message of saving the
environment, on the eve of
the World Environment Day,

in Nagpur, Saturday.

Kanpur/Lucknow, June
04 (PTI): The Uttar
Pradesh Police has booked
over 800 people, arrested 24
and detained 12 for ques-
tioning in connection with
rioting and violence in
Kanpur, officials said on
Saturday. Kanpur Police
Commissioner V S Meena
said the accused will be
booked under the strin-
gent National Security Act
and the Gangster Act
while the possible role of
groups like Popular Front
of India (PFI) and others is
being looked into.

Properties of those in-
volved in the violence will
be seized or demolished,
said Additional Director
General (Law and Order)
Prashant Kumar.

“We have identified 36
people who were involved
in the violence with help of
CCTV footage and other
video recordings of the in-
cidents. A total of 24 peo-
ple have been arrested so
far of which 18 were held
on Friday,” the Kanpur po-

lice commissioner said.
Among those arrested is
Hayat Zafar Hashmi, the
chief of Maulana
Mohammed Ali (MMA)
Jauhar Fans Association
which is a local social
group. Hashmi, who is sus-
pected to be the master-
mind behind the violence,
was arrested along with
three others from the
Hazratganj area of
Lucknow. “The arrested
accused will be produced
in court and we will seek
14 days of police remand to
interrogate them about the
conspiracy behind the in-

cident,” the officer said.
“We are probing the inci-
dent from various angles
and looking into the in-
volvement of groups like
PFI and others. Anyone
who is found guilty will
not be spared.” Meena said
the police are also looking
into lapses on the part of
the force in preventing the
violence. “The area is
peaceful and we are main-
taining a round-the-clock
vigil,” Additional
Commissioner of Police
(law and order) Anand
Prakash Tiwari said,
adding three FIRs for riot-

ing and violence have been
lodged at Beckonganj po-
lice station. The first FIR
has been registered on a
complaint by Beckonganj
Station House Officer
Nawab Ahmad against
nearly 500 people for riot-
ing with deadly weapons.

The FIR names 36 peo-
ple, including MMA
Jauhar Fans Association
chief Hayat Zafar Hashmi
and his associates Yousuf
Mansoori and Amir Jawed
Ansari. According to the
SHO, Hashmi and his men
had called for the closure
of shops on Friday to
protest the remarks made
against the Prophet by a
BJP spokesperson. The ri-
oters used deadly weapons,
hurled petrol bombs and
took to the streets, trigger-
ing panic in the area, the
FIR stated. The second FIR
was lodged on a complaint
by Sub-Inspector Asif
Raza. Twenty people have
been named in the FIR and
350 unidentified people
have been booked.

Raipur, Jun 04 (PTI):

Union Law Minister
Kiren Rijiju on Saturday
said the speed at which the
number of pending cases
is rising in various courts
of the country is a matter
of concern.

He also said the increase
in pending cases does not
mean that matters are not
being heard or disposed of,
rather it is because the
number of fresh cases is
double than cases being
settled daily.

He was addressing the
inaugural function of the
new office premises of the
Income Tax Appellate
Tribunal (ITAT) Raipur
bench in the Central

Secretariat building, Nava
Raipur Atal Nagar.

“When I assumed
charge as Law Minister
there was around 4.50
crore pending cases (in
various courts). That num-
ber has reached over 4.50
crore and will touch 5
crore. (However) it does
not mean that cases are
not being disposed of but
the number of new cases
is double the cases being
settled. For example, if a
High Court settles 300
cases in a day, 600 fresh
cases come up for hear-
ing”. “It is needed to close-
ly understand this. The
rate of disposal of cases
has increased and the ef-
fective use of technology

is helping in the speedy
settlement of cases...But
the speed at which the
number of pending cases
is increasing is worrying.
Business is increasing
therefore disputes are ris-
ing. If there is no business
then there would be no
cases. In a way, it is a posi-

tive thing but there should
be some solution to the
positive development,” he
said.

Rijiju also hailed ITAT
and said it has reduced its
pendency of cases during
coronavirus-enforced lock-
downs.

Underlining that timely
delivery of justice should
be done, otherwise delayed
justice has no value, the
Union Minister said,
“During my interaction
with judges of the
Supreme Court and High
Courts I have told that we
(his ministry) are ready to
extend all support but it
should be ensured that
timely justice is delivered
to people.

Kanker, Jun 04 (PTI):

Slamming the ongo-
ing protest against

coal mining in the bio-di-
versity rich Hasdeo-Arand
forest in Chhattisgarh’s
Surguja division, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday underlined
the need for coal for ther-
mal power plants and said
those who are opposing its
extraction should first
turn off power in their
houses.

Addressing a press con-
ference in
Bhanupratappur town
here, he said there aren’t
many hydel projects in the
country and there were
limitations in generating
power from other sources.

Queried about contin-
ued protest by activists
and villagers against per-
mission granted for min-
ing in two coal mines allot-
ted to Rajasthan Rajya
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
Limited (RRVUNL) in
Surguja, Baghel said, “The
mine allotted to the
Rajasthan government is
operational, then how a
operational mine can be
shut? Those who are

protesting should first
switch off electricity in
their homes.”

How many hydel proj-
ects are there in the coun-
try? Even power genera-
tion through winds is lim-
ited. We have solar power
as a substitute but it also
has limitations. The day
there will be some alter-
nate arrangement for
power generation, the de-
pendency on thermal
power plants will be re-
duced. But at present we
are dependent on thermal
plants for which coal is re-
quired, he said.

He asserted that the al-
lotment of coal blocks was
done by the Union govern-
ment and the state govern-
ments had no role in it.

Hapur (UP), Jun 04 (PTI):

At least nine workers
died and 19 were injured
when a boiler exploded at
a factory in western Uttar
Pradesh’s Hapur district
on Saturday afternoon, of-
ficials said. There were
around 30 people in the af-
fected area in the factory
in the UPSIDC industrial
area in Dholana, around
80 km from the national
capital, when the incident
occurred, they said.

The impact of the explo-
sion was so intense that
the roofs of some of the
factories located in the
vicinity were damaged. It
took three hours for the
fire tenders to douse the
blaze. District Magistrate
of Hapur Medha Roopam
said that nine people had

died while 19 others were
injured and undergoing
treatment. The factory is
located adjacent to a CNG
pump. Rescue and relief
measures were taken up at
the site, according to offi-
cials. Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath expressed
grief over the loss of lives.

“The accident in the
chemical factory of Hapur,
Uttar Pradesh is heart-
wrenching. I express my

condolences to the fami-
lies of those who have lost
their lives in this. The
state government is active-
ly involved in providing
treatment to the injured
and all possible help,”
Modi tweeted.

The chief minister di-
rected that the incident be
probed by experts.
Divisional Commissioner
of Meerut and Inspector
General were directed to
visit the site and ensure ef-
fective implementation of
relief work.

“May God give peace to
the departed souls and
strength to the bereaved
families to bear the im-
mense loss. I wish a speedy
recovery to the injured,”
UP minister for industrial
development Nand Gopal
Gupta ‘Nandi’ tweeted.

Hyderabad, Jun 04 (PTI):
Biological E Limited on
Saturday announced that
its COVID-19 vaccine
Corbevax has been ap-
proved by the Drug
Controller General of
India (DCGI) as a heterolo-
gous booster dose. A press
release from the vaccine
maker said the Corbevax
can be administered as a
booster dose to individuals
aged 18 years and above
after six months of admin-
istration of primary vacci-
nation (two doses) of
Covaxin or Covishield vac-

cines for restricted use in
emergency situation. BE’s
Corbevax is the first such
vaccine in India to be ap-
proved as a heterologous
COVID-19 booster in the
country, it said. Recently,
BE furnished its clinical
trials data to the DCGI
which after a detailed eval-
uation and deliberations
with Subject Experts
Committee, granted their
approval for administer-
ing Corbevax as a heterol-
ogous booster dose to peo-
ple who have been vacci-
nated. BE’s clinical trial
data showed that its
Corbevax booster dose
provided significant en-
hancement in immune re-
sponse and excellent safe-
ty profile required for an
effective booster.

New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI):

Despite the decline in
infant mortality rate over
the past few decades, one
in every 36 infants still
dies within the first year
of their life in India, ac-
cording to official data.

The Infant Mortality
Rate (IMR), which is
widely accepted as a
crude indicator of the
overall health scenario of
a country or a region, is
defined as the infant
deaths (less than one
year) per thousand live
births in a given time pe-
riod and for a given re-

gion. According to the
new data released by the
Registrar General of
India, the present level of
IMR (28 infant deaths per
thousand live births, for
the year 2020) is less than
one-fourth as compared to
1971 (129 infant deaths per
thousand live births).

In the last 10 years, the
IMR has witnessed a de-
cline of about 36 per cent
and the IMR at the all-
India level has declined
from 44 to 28 in the last
decade. “The correspon-
ding decline in rural
areas is 48 to 31, and for
urban areas it is from 29

to 19, thereby exhibiting
about 35 per cent and 34
per cent decadal decline
respectively,” it said.

However, the bulletin
said that “despite the de-
cline in the IMR over the
last decades, one in every
36 infants die within first
year of their life at the na-
tional level (irrespective
of rural-urban)”.

In 2020, the maximum
IMR has been reported
for Madhya Pradesh (43)
and the minimum for
Mizoram (3).

The birth rate at the all-
India level has declined
drastically over the last

five decades from 36.9 in
1971 to 19.5 in 2020, it said.

The rural-urban differ-
ential has also narrowed
over these years.
However, the birth rate
has continued to be high-
er in rural areas com-
pared to urban areas in
the last five decades.

Birth rate has declined
by about 11 per cent in the
last decade, from 21.8 in
2011 to 19.5 in 2020. The
corresponding decline in
rural areas is 23.3 to 21.1
(about 9 per cent decline),
and for urban areas it is
from 17.6 to 16.1 (about 9
per cent decline).

Jammu, Jun 04 (PTI):

The Jammu and
Kashmir Police has arrest-
ed a Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
terrorist and his two asso-
ciates in connection with
the low-intensity IED ex-
plosion outside a court
complex in Udhampur dis-
trict in March in which one
person was killed and 14
were injured, officials said
on Saturday. Additional
Director General of Police
(ADGP) Mukesh Singh told
reporters here that a num-
ber of suspects were ques-
tioned before the investiga-
tors zeroed in on and ar-
rested Mohammad
Ramzan Sohil, a resident of
Halla Bohar Dhar in
Ramban district. The other
two arrested accused were

identified as Khurshed
Ahmed of Motla Dessa in
Doda and Nisar Ahmed
Khan of Bhaderwah.

Sohil confessed to plant-
ing the IED on the direc-
tions of his handler
Mohammad Amin, alias
Khubaib, a resident of
Kathawa Thathri in Doda
who is currently based in
P a k i s t a n - o c c u p i e d
Kashmir (PoK), the police

officer said. The impro-
vised explosive device
(IED) blast took place on
March 9 outside the court
complex in Slathia Chowk
where fruit and vegetable
vendors put up their carts.

Sohil’s father
Mohammad Ishaq Sohil
was a trained terrorist of
the LeT and was neu-
tralised in 2003, the ADGP
said.

Chickenpox 
advisory 

after 31 cases 
BBhhooppaall::  The Madhya Pradesh
Health Department on
Saturday issued an advisory
after 31 chickenpox cases
were detected in seven dis-
tricts in the state, an official
said. The chief medical and
health officers of all districts
have been directed to take
action as per the advisory
issued regarding the preven-
tion and treatment of chick-
enpox, said Health
Commissioner and Secretary
(Health) Dr Sudam Khade. “A
total of 31 cases of fever with
rashes has been registered in
the last one month in
Chhatarpur, Chhindwara,
Datia, Neemuch, Bhopal, Dhar
and Khandwa districts. A pre-
sumptive diagnosis of chick-
enpox has come up in the
clinical examination of these
cases,” Khade said.

Kanpur violence
Over 800 booked, 24 held

Hayat Zafar Hashmi (2R), a local Muslim leader and
identified as the main conspirator in Kanpur violence
after being detained by police, in Kanpur.

Paris, Jun 04 (AP):

World No 1 Iga
Swiatek of Poland
crushed American Coco
Gauff 6-1, 6-3 in the final
to win the French Open
women’s singles title on
Saturday. It was the sec-
ond Grand Slam title for
the 21-year-old Swiatek,
who also triumphed at
Roland Garros in 2020.

The victory on Court
Philippe Chatrier
against the 18-year-old
Gauff, who was playing
her first Grand Slam
final, extended
Swiatek’s winning run
to 35 matches. Swiatek,
seen as overwhelming
favourite for victory be-
fore the start of the clay-
court major, broke
Gauff ’s service five
times over the two sets
and sealed the contest
on her first matchpoint
in an hour and eight
minutes.

Swiatek whips Gauff
to win French Open

Switch off electricity in homes, then
protest, Chh’garh CM tells opposers
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g Law minister Rijiju expresses 
concern over rise in pending cases in courts

Nine killed in boiler explosion at factory

The injured being taken for treatment after at least
eight workers died when a boiler exploded at a
chemical factory in Hapur district, Saturday.

Corbevax cleared as Covid
heterologous booster dose

‘One in every 36 infants still 
dies before first birthday in India’

LeT terrorist arrested in connection with IED blast 

Hizb commander killed in encounter 
SSrriinnaaggaarr::  A self-styled commander of the Hizbul Mujahideen
outfit was killed while three soldiers and a civilian were
injured in an overnight encounter in Anantnag district of
Jammu and Kashmir, police said on Saturday. “Terrorist
Commander of proscribed #terror outfit HM Nisar Khanday
killed. #Incriminating materials, #arms & ammunition includ-
ing 01 AK 47 rifle recovered. #Operation in progress,”
Inspector General of Police, Kashmir, Vijay Kumar tweeted.

Anil Patil 

BBhhiillaaii::  Anil Patil, son of Late
Maroti Rao Patil left for heav-
enly abode on Friday. Funeral
procession was taken out
from his residence located at
37/6, Radhika Nagar and last
rites of the mortal remains
were performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. He was the elder
brother of Sanjay Patil, hus-
band of Kiran Patil and father
of Akshay and Shikha.
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Bhilai, Jun 04: Under the
aegis of Nehru Yuva
Kendra Durg and Ministry
of Youth Affairs and
Sports, Government of
India, a cycle rally was
taken out on the occasion of
World Bicycle Day. This
event was a part of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava
and Fit India Movement.
This grand event was held
at Civic Centre, Bhilai.
Vijay Baghel (MP, Durg Lok
Sabha constituency) at-
tended the programme as
Chief Guest and encour-
aged the youth.

MP Baghel himself
reached the venue on a bi-

cycle. Arun Vora,
MLA, Durg Vidhan
Sabha was present in
the program as a spe-
cial guest. This pro-
gram was organized
in 75 prestigious dis-
tricts of India, state
capitals and union
territories. The pro-
gram started with
garlanding and light-
ing of lamps at the
portrait of Swami
Vivekananda, the inspira-
tion of youth. Nitin Kumar
Sharma, District Youth
Officer of Nehru Yuva
Kendra, Durg and Program
Assistant Aarti Mishra
welcomed the guests with
saplings.

District Youth Officer of
Nehru Yuva Kendra, Durg
delivered the welcome ad-
dress and highlighted the
objectives of the program.
He said that the flagship
unit of SAIL - Bhilai Steel
Plant of Chhattisgarh is in-
cluded in the selected pres-

tigious steel plants of the
country. Accordingly, the
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Government of
India, decided to give im-
portance to this establish-
ment and included the Durg
District for World Bicycle
Day rally on June 03.

In his address, Chief
Guest Vijay Baghel said
that the reason for his
healthy lifestyle is cycling.
He used bicycle during his
school and college level and
even today he rides a bicy-
cle every day. He called
upon the youth to ride bicy-

cles for half an hour
every day. We not only
make our body
healthy by cycling,
but we save nature
from the pollution
caused by motor vehi-
cles. Durg MLA Arun
Vora said that in
today's busy lifestyle,
cycling is an easy and
simple means of exer-
cise. Later, MP Vijay

Baghel flagged off the rally.
Considering the enthusi-
asm among the youth, the
chief guest himself trav-
elled 7.5 km with the youth
in the bicycle rally. As a
sports person in the pro-
gram, NIS coach Mohd
Tajuddin was present.

The rally began from
Mahatma Gandhi Kala
Mandir and moved across
Globe Chowk, Central
Avenue, Sect 09 Hospital
Square, Director
Bungalows, Jail Triangle
and concluded at
Vivekananda Complex in
Durg. The rally saw enthu-
siastic participation of
youth who carried tri-
colour and raised slogans
of Bharat Mata Ki Jai.
Patriotic tunes were played
in the music system. Joint
Collector Praveen Verma
also provided guidance and
special support to the pro-
gramme. He conducted a
discussion on fitness and
health with the youth.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0044:: On Saturday, Public
Grievance Redressal Camp was
organized at Amleshwar of Patan
Block. Officials of all the depart-
ments were present at the camp
and they tried to solve the prob-
lems of the people at the earliest.
A total of 21 departments had put
up their stalls in this camp.
Overall 386 applications were re-
ceived in the camp including 370
applications were of the category
of demands while only 8 applica-
tions were under the category of
complaints. 

12 demands were resolved on
the spot while 366 demands and 9
complaints are pending. People are
filing applications of personal cate-
gory as well as the public interest
issues. In this episode, an applicant
demanded to install an ATP ma-
chine in the Nagar Panchayat so
that the people can pay the elec-

tricity bill in a simple and easy way.
Many people applied for basic
problems related to water and
electricity, which were resolved by
the concerned department.
Collector Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure was also present at the
camp and gave a patient hearing to
the problems of the people. He for-
warded the applications to the
concerned department. He asked
all the officers to consider all the

applications seriously and resolve
them expeditiously. Chief
Minister's son Chaitanya Baghel,
Chief Minister OSD Ashish Verma,
SDM Vipul Gupta and other offi-
cers and employees were present.
Vaccination camp was also organ-
ized. A total of 30 people got Covid-
19 vaccination at this camp. The
Health Department was also pro-
viding medicines and consultation
for other diseases. Under the

health service, a total of 175 peo-
ple got their tests done. Under the
Mukhyamantri Noni Suraksha
Yojana, cheques of Rs 20,000 were
given by the Labour Department to
17 girls in the camp. Battery oper-
ated sprinklers were also provided
to 5 farmers from the Agriculture
Department. Annaprashan for 4
children and baby-shower for 6
women was conducted. A benefici-
ary of Janani Suraksha Yojna re-

ceived a cheque of Rs 20000. BPL
ration cards were also given to 5
beneficiaries in the camp.
Considering the importance of
Aadhar card, a separate section
was made for its registration and
correction work. A total of 45 peo-
ple took advantage of this facility.
All the people visiting the camp
were also provided information
about the welfare schemes run by
the government.

Personnel Offices of Non
Works 1 and 2 of BSP merged
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 04: In order to
ease services and smooth
operations of Personnel
offices of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant, the Personnel
office of Non Works 2 at
Expansion Building has
been merged with Non
Works 1 Personnel office at
Ispat Bhavan. The newly
merged Non Works
Personnel Office was for-
mally inaugurated by
Nisha Soni, CGM
(Personnel) at Ispat
Bhavan on Saturday.

Nisha Soni in her ad-
dress stated that the merg-
er will offer better services
which will make things
simpler. SK Soni, GM (P-

Mines and Non Works),
Laxman Bawane, DGM (P-
NW), Usha Saji, (PO-NW)
and their staff were pres-
ent on the occasion. SK
Soni elaborated about the
benefits of the merger of

the offices. Agencies
which have helped in this
merger include Disposal
stores, L & A, Electrical
section of Ispat Bhavan
and TSD, INCOS and 
Non-Works.

Hot metal filled ladle tilts; four suffer burns
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 04: In yet an-
other mishap at Steel
Melting Shop #2, four
workmen suffered burns in
an industrial mishap at
Bhilai Steel Plant on
Saturday evening. The inci-
dent occurred around 17:00
hrs at Ladle Furnace #2 of
SMS#2. Due to a crane fail-
ure, a hot metal filled giant
ladle fell on another ladle
and got tilted.

Large quantity of hot
metal spilled and splashed
on the shop floor resulting
in a massive fire. Four
workmen, including three
contract workers suffered
burns from the spilled hot
metal. The victims were
rushed to the Main Medical
Post and were later shifted

to JLN Hospital. It needs to
be mentioned here that
three workmen had suf-
fered burns in another
mishap which occurred on

the intervening night of
Friday at SMS#2.

BSP management in its
official statement informed
that while lifting the steel

ladle from Ladle Furnace 2
of Steel Melting Shop 2, the
Main Hoist of Casting
crane No 4 started coming
down freely. The ladle
struck the Ladle car just be-
neath it and tilted. The sud-
den lowering of ladle and
it's tilting caused the metal
to spill and splash in sur-
rounding areas.

Four persons including
Shailendra Kumar (HSW),
Yogesh Kumar Verma
(USW), Sanjay Kumar
Chouhan (SW) - all em-
ployed with M/s Vesuvius
and BSP employee Chandra
Shekhar Sahu (ACT) sus-
tained minor burn injuries.
They were taken to the
Plant's Main Medical Post
and thereafter shifted to
JLN & RC Hospital, Sector-9
for further treatment.

Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union (CITU)
General Secretary Yogesh
Kumar Soni stated that it is
not possible to prevent acci-
dents by taking action
against any officer or em-
ployee. Unfortunately the
plant is witnessing fre-
quent accidents.

It is necessary to explore
the root causes of the acci-
dent and rectify the faults
and shortcomings. The con-
tractors should not be al-
lowed to change the labour-
ers again and again.
Adequate safety training,
information of the work-
place, sharing information
about accident prone areas,
conducting work while fol-
lowing SOP, SMP etc can
help in preventing and re-
ducing mishaps.

Demands of basic facilities and public interest
received at Grievance Redressal Camp

Facilities of vaccination and AADHAR update made available in the camp

Self Defense Workshop 
conducted at Sanjay Rungta Group
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 04: Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions (SRGI) con-
ducted one day workshop
on "Self Defense" on June
03, 2022. The workshop
was inaugurated by chief
guest of the program C
Tirkey (TI, IUCAW) Bhilai.
An overview of the pro-
gram was given by Dr
Pankaj Agrawal,
Principal, RSR-Rungta
College of Engineering &
Technology (RSR-RCET).
C Tirkey gave information
about women's safety.

She explained how im-
portant it is to protect our-
selves and it is the need of
the hour. Further, Sharda
Banjare gave details to
strengthen measures for
safety of women in coun-
try and ensure greater
sense of security in them

through speedy and effec-
tive administration of jus-
tice in a holistic manner
and by providing a safer
environment for women.
Sangeeta Mishra (ASI)
and all member of 'RAK-
SHA' team, Bhilai partici-
pated in the workshop by
giving live demonstration
on various techniques to
protect oneself in threat-
ening situations. A brief
information was given
about 'ABHIVYAKTI' ap-
plication. Concluding

speech along with vote of
thanks was given by Dr
Harish Sharma, Vice
Principal, Rungta
Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences
& Research (RIPSR). More
than 200 students attended
the workshop. The work-
shop was successfully con-
ducted by the support and
motivation of Chairman
(SRGI) Sanjay Rungta,
Director Saket Rungta and
Mohd Shajid Ansari,
Assistant Director.

Rally taken out on World Bicycle Day
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Raipur, Jun 04: On issue
of orders for termination
of services, the MGNRE-
GA employees became agi-
tative and more than 12000
employees have tendered
resignation. It was
through ‘Vada Nibhao
Rally’ that the MGNREGA
employees gave mass res-

ignation and this created
sensation in the depart-
ment. State spokesman of
MGNREGA Employees’
Association Suraj Singh
said that by taking this
step the government
wants to instill fear in the
mind of MGNREGA em-
ployees, but this will not
work.

More than 12000 MGN-
REGA employees on the
62nd day of their ‘mahar-
ally’ issued mass resigna-
tion. Annoyed over the
orders issued over termi-
nation of their 21 Asst.
Project Officers (APOs)
that the MGNREGA em-
ployees took this step and
wrote a black-chapter in

the history of
Chhattisgarh. This is per-
haps the first employees’
organization from where
such a mass resignation
has been made. Terming
the termination orders as
the violation of constitu-
tional rights, MGNREGA
employees burnt copies
of the order issued and in
the rally thousands of
MGNREGA employees
took part.

The regional President
MGNREGA Employees’
A s s o c i a t i o n
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Chandravanshi  and
working president
Radheshyam Kurre in-
formed that the
Mahasangh strongly con-
demns the termination
orders of APOs. It is fail-
ure to cancel the same
immediately that MGN-
REGA employees in such
a large number tendered
resignation. He recalled
that the Congress govern-
ment in its election mani-
festo has promised that
all the contractual em-
ployees would be regular-
ized and no one will be re-

trenched. But the govern-
ment is taking steps just
against this and is taking
termination as weapon to
instill fear among all.

Duo informed that they
have raised two-point de-
mand as per the
Congress election mani-
festo to regularize them
and till the regulariza-
tion process is completed,
the wage fixation of
Gram Rojgar Sahayaks
should be done and all
the MGNREGA employ-
ees should be brought
under the rules of the
Civil Services Act 1966.

Spokesman of
Mahasangh Suraj Singh
Thakur said that there is
lot of difference in say-
ing and working of the
state government and it
reflects its insensitivity
towards the employees.
We all MGNREGA em-
ployees strongly protest
the same and would con-
tinue to fight till justice
is done and added that
this movement and
protest would not con-
clude without any happy
ending.

Around 12000 MGNREGA employees tender resignation

Annoyed over 
termination orders
issued to APOs

Took decision after
holding massive
‘Maharally’ on the
62nd day of their
strike

Raipur, Jun 04:
Challenging Bhupesh
Baghel while addressing
BJP Mahila Morcha conven-
tion the Union Minister
Smriti Irani said ‘Bhupesh ji
must remember that
Congress candidate on
whose support you had
clashed with us in Amethi
had lost security deposit. I
am an ordinary BJP worker
who caused the then nation-
al president of your party to
lose his seat’.

Addressing Mahila
Morcha members at BJP
headquarters in Kushabhau
Thackeray premises, Union
Women and Child
Development Minister
Smriti Irani said ‘first of all
I salute your direct and indi-
rect power’. Mahila Morcha

is strongly standing today as
the shield of the country, she
said, adding ‘I also salute the
women in families of lakhs
and crores of BJP workers
for their support’.

‘Remember politics is a
difficult path but accom-
plishment always comes
only with determination.
Always remember that
while respecting the elders,
do not hesitate to bow down

in front of the younger ones,
it helps in your resolve.
Remember today’s women
do not need any support, but
now is the time to be the sup-
port of all of you’, she told
BJP Mahila Morcha.

‘This is the digital age and
Narendra Modi ji has shown
you the way through Diksha
App that you are digitally lit-
erate. Through this app, two
crore 60 women have be-

come digitally literate in the
country’, she said. She also
said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi knows that
Indian women can find out
solution on their own if they
are shown direction.

Calling upon Mahila
Morcha members she said
‘you see that our Pradhan
Sevak is working continu-
ously without getting tired,
then how can we get tired’.

Former Chief Minister
Dr Raman Singh, Raipur
MP Sunil Soni, Bhupendra
Savanni, Mahila Morcha
state president Shalini
Rajput, state in-charge Lata
Usendi, Usha Tawri, Vibha
Awasthi, Kiran Baghel, Mili
Banerjee were present at the
programme of Mahila
Morcha.

Smriti to Bhupesh: Candidate backed
by you in Amethi had lost deposit
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PAINTING COMPETITION

CECB organised painting competition and in which students in large number took
part. (news below)

The erstwhile Millennium
Development Goals have taken
a new form since September
2015 as the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
became a part of the resolu-
tion, ‘transforming our world’
in the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.  It
has 17 goals and 169 associat-
ed targets, which comprehen-
sively cover social, economic
and environmental dimensions
of development and focus
mainly on ending poverty in all
its forms and dimensions. The
SDGs further encompass all the
key development sectors which
includes education, health,
sanitation, employment, infra-
structure, energy, and environ-
ment, and set time-bound tar-
gets to achieve them. Indeed, it
is a global perspective but it
has its importance at the
national and the state level too.
Furthermore, the goals 6,7,
13,14 and 15 exclusively
address mother Nature i.e., our
Environment in the form of
clean water and sanitation,
affordable and clean energy,
climate change, life below
water and life on land. 

Every year on June 5th,
under the auspices of the
United Nations, the World
Environment Day is commemo-
rated to raise awareness and
encourage actions for environ-

mental pro-
tection. It
began in
1974 as a
way to bring
up attention
about envi-

ronmental issues like marine
pollution, human overpopula-
tion, global warming, sustain-
able consumerism, and wildlife
crime. In the same manner this
year also the World
Environment Dayis observed
under the theme of “Only One
Earth”, focusing on “Living
Sustainably in Harmony with
Nature”. When we contemplate
the word “Living Sustainably in
Harmony with Nature”the very
first image which comes in our
mind is the sustainable human
development which emphasis-
es the need for fairness to
nature and other living beings
for rearticulating human
growth. We cannot develop
unless we reconnect with
nature and live in balance,
cooperation, and harmony with
it. 

Gender and environment
have a very close and innate
nexus. Both men and women
have an association with the
environment in different ways,
and at the same time environ-
mental changes have different
impacts on their lives
too.Perhaps therelationship

between women and nature is
not recent;it dates back since
the evolution of the Indus
Valley civilization. Since the
historical era, we find the pres-
ence of symbolic ideology that
brings women closer to the
nature.However, it must be
recognized that the way in
which women interact with the
environment is the outcome of
social relationships that prede-
termine the specific responsi-
bilities of women in the face of
gender relationships. These
relationships are socially con-
structed and, apart from their
reflection on public and domes-
tic responsibilities, it depends
upon the social and economic
class in which they are incorpo-
rated.Women’s role in manag-
ing the natural resources at
family and community levels
are very prominent and conse-
quently they are the ones most
affected by environmental
degradation. The communities
around the globe show evi-
dence of women managing the
environment with respect to
water, sources of fuels,energy,
food and fodder along with the
forest and agricultural ter-
rain.As we are aware, women-
bring forth 70 to 80 percent of
foodstuffs in this developing
world, even though they are
neither able to own or lease a
piece of land nor secure loans

and insurance because of the
age-old inheritance laws and
local customs. Further,the per-
sona of women’s articulation
and dimensions towards sus-
tainable development has been
evidenced from the high level
to the grassroots levels
through the 1992 UN Earth
Summit, India’s Chipko move-
ment and Kenya’s Green Belt
Movement etc.But in the
recent decades it has been wit-
nessed that women’s contribu-
tion towards environment and
its sustainability has been
deteriorating and the main rea-
son behind it is theover
involvement of their other
counterpart,as women rely
more on natural resources for
their bread and butter than
men due to the fact that they
do not have equitable access to
alternatives like wage labours
and the security benefits these
alternatives provide.
Moreover, due to the existing
socio-cultural norms and pre-
vailing inequalities, as com-
pared to men women face more
vulnerability towards the envi-
ronmental shocks and natural
calamities like flood, drought,
cyclones etc and this also adds
to the increasing risk of their
sexual exploitation and abuse
mainlyin the times of disaster.

If we care about the environ-
ment, then we should care

about the gender.As women are
the dynamic agents of conser-
vation and restoration, in the
absence of careful planning,
environmental projects have
the potency tosustain gender
inequality.However, Living
Sustainably in Harmony with
Natureand reducing inequali-
ties among the gendercan be
achieved inseveral ways such
as supporting mainstreaming
gender in environmental poli-
cies and programmes, promot-
ing women entrepreneurship
for sustainable energy, empow-
ering women through sustain-
able technologies, creating
women’s farmsat the grassroot
levels and developing partner-
ship for gender responsive sus-
tainable development. This arti-
cle thus hopes to highlightthe
importance of women in devel-
oping a sustainable environ-
ment and also its appropriate
management.If our environ-
ment flourishes with richer bio-
diversity and balanced ecology
along with both gender equality
and equity, then surely,we
move towards achieving the
targets of sustainable develop-
ment goals by 2030.

AAuutthhoorr
MMss..  PPrraaggaattii  KKrriisshhnnaann--

RReesseeaarrcchh  SScchhoollaarr--  SScchhooooll  ooff
SSttuuddiieess  iinn  EEccoonnoommiiccss--  PPtt..
RRaavviisshhaannkkaarr  SShhuukkllaa  UUnniivveerrssiittyy
RRaaiippuurr,,  CChhhhaattttiissggaarrhh

Bhanupratappur, Jun 04:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel urged the officials
to work with utmost dedi-
cation to ensure that the
benefits of welfare schemes
reach the target population
besides directing to follow
the instructions of state
government seriously. He
was reviewing the imple-
mentation of government
schemes and programmes
chairing a meeting of offi-
cials at Bhanupratappur
today as a part of his meet-
and-greet campaign.
Deputy Speaker of
Chhattisgarh legislative as-
sembly Manoj Singh
Mandavi, Chief Minister’s
Advisor Rajesh Tiwari and
Chief Minister’s Secretary

Dr. S. Bharathidasan were
also present in the meeting.

Mentioning that educa-
tion facilities and assistive
devices are being demand-
ed by the differently-abled
children, Chief Minister di-
rected the authorities con-
cerned to make necessary
arrangements for meeting
the educational require-
ments of children with spe-
cial needs. While reviewing
the work of making caste
certificate in schools, he
said that complete informa-

tion should be collected
while making provisional
caste certificate, so that
there is no difficulty in
making permanent ones.
He instructed to make
arrangements for teachers
in Swami Atmanand
English medium schools by
June 16 besides asking to
ensure timely distribution
of textbooks in schools.

Chief Minister reviewed
works of pond construc-
tion and fish farming in
Gauthans, Jal Jeevan

Mission, Haat Bazar Clinic
scheme and
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan. He directed to in-
crease the number of Haat
Bazar clinics and give wide
publicity to this scheme
beneficial for rural masses
and to ensure necessary
measures for the preven-
tion of seasonal diseases
during rains. While review-
ing the works of Narva
Vikas Yojana, he said that
people’s inclination to-
wards agriculture has in-
creased. Therefore, the
work of water recharging
should be done on priority
basis. He gave instructions
to ensure smooth function-
ing of the Van-Dhan com-
mittees. It was informed in
the meeting that the num-
ber of children with severe
malnutrition has reduced
by 3 per cent in the last one
year. Baghel said that the
economic activities being
conducted to develop
Gauthans as Rural
Industrial Parks should
boost the income of com-
mon man and women
groups. Instructions were
given to make proper

arrangements for market-
ing of the products being
prepared by various
women groups in
Gauthans, to encourage dif-
ferent types of income-ori-
ented activities in
Gauthans, to promote the
cultivation of Ginger,
Turmeric, and black pep-
per according to the local
climate. He directed to
make arrangements for
water in 08 rotational graz-
ing Gauthans of
Narayanpur, to register
maximum cattle owners for
the purchase of cow dung
and to set up units of egg
production.

The Chief Minister
asked to promote agricul-
ture-related schemes
through cooperative banks
and that loans should also
be given for crops other
than paddy.

He also urged promote
cultivation of black pepper
and litchi in Narayanpur
besides asking forest de-
partment to do plantation
of fruit-bearing trees. In ad-
dition, he instructed the
forest officials to develop
litchi nursery in Orchha.

Ensure that the benefits of welfare schemes
reach out to target population: CM

Arrangement of
teachers should be
made in SAGEMS by
June 16

CM reviews imple-
mentation of govt
schemes in
Bhanupratappur

Bilaspur, Jun 04: Guru
G h a s i d a s
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
(Central) Bilaspur, In
the sequence of letter
dated 09.05.2022 by
University Employees
( N o n - T e a c h i n g )

Association, after compe-
tent approval, permission
is given to hold the elec-
tion of office bearers and
executive members of the
association in the month
of June.

Prof. Pradeep Shukla,

Professor of History
Department is appointed
as Election Officer for the
election of officers and ex-
ecutive members of Guru
Ghasidas University
Employees (Non-
Teaching) Association.

Election officer appointed

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 04: Shree
Shankara Senior
Secondary (SSSS) Urkura ,
Birgaon Raipur(C.G.)has
organized a five days
Teachers’ Training
Programme starting from
4th June 2022 onwards.
The eminent speakers of
the first day programme
were Dr. Jawahar Surisetti
(Advisor to Government)
and Dr. Jacob Sakariah

(Educationist). On this oc-
casion the president of
Raipur Nair samajam Adv.
Gopakumar, Vice
President Mr. PNR Nair,
General Secretary Mr. S.K.
Nair, Treasurer Mr. C.P.
Nair , Principal Mrs.
Reecha Sao and the
learned faculties of school
were present. The pro-
gramme began with the
lighting of the Lamp,
School Oath and bhajan
for the concentration of

the mind. Later the guests
were honored by sapling
by Adv. B. Gopa Kumar.

The first session was
headed by Dr. Jawahar
Surisetti (Advisor to
Government) based on
National Education Policy
2020. He focused on Child
Center Education, future
ready students, uses of
technology as a menu
card, experiential learn-
ing etc. The second session
was headed by
Educationist Dr. Jacob
Sakariah. He focused on
how to develop critical
thinking, problem solving,
developing curiosity, ana-
lytical skills and develop-
ment of language, arts &
humanities. He further
concentrated on “Skill
Required to Work in
Education”, “ClassRoom
Management Techniques”
and ``What Makes a
Student happy”. Both the
sessions were very inter-
active and informative
where the principal and
teachers benefited a lot.

Achieving sustainable development goals: The
crucial link between Gender and Environment

Five-day TTP organized for teachers

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 04: Tata Tea
today launched its latest
edition of #JaagoRe, a
campaign aimed at
spreading awareness on
a cause which is the most
defining crisis of our
time – Climate Change
has been launched by
Tata Tea in the country
including Chhattisgarh.

Over the past few
decades, the implications
of climate change have
been unprecedented.
According to a report by
Save The Children in
2021, if the Earth contin-
ues to get warmer at the
current rate, children
born in last decade and
after will witness more
heat waves, floods,
droughts, and wildfires
than earlier generations.
A similar report by
UNICEF states that ap-
proximately 1 billion

children live in countries
classified as ‘extremely
high-risk’ due to climate
change. This makes it
critical for us to fight cli-
mate change if we want
to protect the future of
our children. Over the
years, Tata Tea’s
#JaagoRe initiatives has
become a clarion call for
social awakening tack-
ling key issues with the
brand and platform, in-
spiring and facilitating
genuine changes within
the society.

Awareness to fight climate change 
p On World

Environment Day

Bilaspur, Jun 04: Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya,
(Central) Bilaspur. It is noti-
fied that in accordance with
the decision taken in the
meeting of the Executive
Council held on 27th
January, 2004, the Vice-
Chancellor, on behalf of the
Executive Council, and on
the basis of the report of
the concerned examiners
and the oral examination
held on 26th April, 2022, by
accepting the thesis submit-
ted by Lakshmi, declares
him eligible for conferment
of the degree of “Doctor of
Philosophy” of Guru
Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur from the date of
oral examination.

Lakshmi carried out her
research works under the
supervisor - Dr. Suresh
Thareja and co-supervisor -
Dr. Akhilesh Kumar Jain,
from school - natural re-
sources. Her title of the the-
sis- was Aromatase for the
Treatment of Breast
Cancer: Design, Synthesis
and Evaluation of Novel
Biphenyl Analogs as
Inhibitors.

Similarly in accordance
with the decision taken in
the meeting of the
Executive Council held on
27th January, 2004, the
Vice-Chancellor, on behalf
of the Executive Council,
and on the basis of the re-
port of the concerned ex-

aminers and the oral ex-
amination held on 12th
April, 2022, by accepting
the thesis submitted by
Tapan Kumar Satpathy, de-
clares him eligible for con-
ferment of the degree of
“Doctor of Philosophy” of
Guru Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur from the date of
oral examination. TK
Satpathy carried out his
research works under
guidance of supervisor -
Dr. Ashutosh Singh from
department - English
School of Arts. The title of
his thesis is ‘Cultural
Contours and Political
Motives in     SAARC
English Fiction: A Select
Study’.

PhD awarded to Lakshmi, Satpathy

Raipur, Jun 04: hhattisgarh
Environment Conservation
Board (CECB) has organized

results of poster competition
organized on World
Environment Day. Muskan
Kumar bagged first prize in
age group upto 12 years while
second prize was won by
Arnav Sah and third prize by
Preksha Singh. Consolation
prize in this group went to
Asin Ansari, Purvi Yadav and
Ananya Gupta.

In 13-17 age group first prize
was bagged by Ahna Netam,
second by Roshan Dewangan
and third by B Rajlaxmi.
Samridhi Gupta, Sonali
Dewangan and Ujjwal Gupta
got consolation prizes in this
group.

Suryakant Nagesh stood
first, Khushi Netam second
and Ritik Paharia third in 18-
21 age group while Dipendra
Agrawal, Devendra
Suryavanshi and Amit Anand
got consolation prizes in this
group. In Divyang category
Gourav Kumar stood first,
Lingeshwar Patel second and
Omprakash Choudhary third.
Rakesh Sahu, Dhanesh Kumar
Patel and Trilok received con-

solation prizes in this category.
All the winners will be award-
ed at the programme to be or-
ganized on June 5.

The CECB is organizing
seminar and prize distribution
ceremony on the occasion of
World Environment Day on
June 5 at New Circuit House
Civil Lines Raipur. Transport,
Housing, Environment,
Forest, Law and Legal Affairs
Minister Md Akbar wil be
present as chief guest at the
programme which is sched-
uled to begin at 2 pm. MLA
and Former Minister
Satyanarayan Sharma will
preside over the pgoramme.
MLA and Chhattisgarh
Housing Board Chairman
Kuldeep Juneja,
Parliamentary affairs secre-
tary Chandradev Prasad Rai,
parliamentary secretary and
MLA Vikas Upadhyay will be
present as special guests.
Moreover Vikas Upadhyay
will flag off a bicycle rally to
be taken out at 6 am on the oc-
casion of World Environment
Day.

Tankamma Nair
Raipur: Tankamma

Nair, R/o St
J o s e p h
C o l o n y ,
A m l i d i h ,
breathed her
last here on

Friday. The final rites
were held at Rajendra
Nagar crematorium
(Ring Road No.-1) on
Saturday at 11:00 am.
She was W/o RC Nair
and mother of Anita
Nair and mother-in-law
of Sajit Nair.

OBITUARY

Winners of poster competition declared
p 250 participants take

part in poster com-
petition organized
by CECB

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0044::  Chhattisgarh is
reeling under extreme heat
before the onset of monsoon.
Mungeli recorded highest maxi-
mum temperature of 47.6
degree Celsius on Saturday.
Earlier, such high heat was not
recorded at any center in
Chhattisgarh. It is believed to

be the highest maximum tem-
perature ever recorded.

Intense heat condition pre-
vailed in Raipur on Saturday
with mercury soaring to 45
degree Celsius. The maximum
temperature was recorded near
Mana airport as 45.5 degree
Celsius. At the same time, it
reached 45.8 degree Celsius in
Nava Raipur area. The maxi-
mum temperature was 5
degrees above normal. Hot
winds blowing at a speed of
about 6 km per hour added to

discomfort of people particular-
ly those working outside. 

Bilaspur, Durg and
Rajnandgaon also remained
extremely hot. On Saturday, the
maximum temperature of
Bilaspur was recorded at 45.4
degree Celsius. Durg recorded a
maximum temperature of 44.6
while Rajnandgaon recorded a
maximum temperature of 44
degrees Celsius. This is two to
six degrees Celsius above nor-
mal. Ambikapur recorded a
maximum temperature of 42.1

degrees Celsius and Pendra
Road at 41.6 degrees Celsius,
which was three degrees above
normal. On the other hand the
weather of Jagdalpur was rela-
tively pleasant. Maximum tem-
perature in Jagdalpur was only
34.1 degrees Celsius, which was
two degrees below normal.

In Chhattisgarh, the highest
temperature ever recorded in
June was 47.2 degree Celsius. In
Raipur it was recorded on 11
June 1931, 1 June 1988 and 8
June 1995. This record took

place on June 2, 2012 in
Bilaspur. Janjgir-Champa also
recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of 47.2 degree Celsius on
June 3, 1978. This year the max-
imum temperature of this
month has reached 46.1 degree
Celsius. It was recorded on June
3 in Mungeli. A day later,
Mungeli broke all the old
records. Although districts like
Mungeli, Janjgir-Champa,
Raigarh experienced severe
heat, there is no record of how
hot Mungeli was ever before. 

Chhattisgarh reels under severe heat
Mercury soars to 47.6
in Mungeli

Raipur sizzles at 45°C

MMaahhaassaammuunndd,,  JJuunn  0044::  In a
closed house in Employees’
Colony in Lahraud in Pithora,
the thieves strike rich by
breaking open the lock of the
abandoned house and ran away
with jewellery and cash of Rs
70000. Just a month back, the
thieves have lifted cash and
jewellery worth Rs 9 lakh from
the car of a rice mill operator,
just 100 mts away from this
site of incident. The above
news has created atmosphere
of fear among the residents of
Lahraud in Pithora.

The family in this house in
Karamchari Colony had gone
out to Saraipali and when they

returned, they found the main
gate lock broken. On entering
inside they found all the items
lying scattered and cash and
jewellery and other items
worth Rs 70000 stolen.

This is second major inci-
dent after a month’s time and
just at 100 mts distance from
Pradhan’s family, the thieves
lifted cash and jewellery worth
Rs 9 lakh from car of rice mill
owner, about a month back.
SDOP Pithora Vinod Minj con-
firmed the incident and
informed that the police is now
checking all the CCTV footage
installed nearby and would
arrest the accused soon.

Cash, jewellery worth 
Rs 70000 stolen



Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, Jun 04: On
occasion of martyrdom of
5th Guru of Sikhs viz.
Shri Guru Arjun Dev the
members of Sikh Samaj
distributed 'sharbat' at
different places all over
the city near
Gurudwaras here on
Friday. Gurmit Singh
Patiala of Sikh Samaj in-
formed that the fifth
Guru of Sikhs - Guru
Arjun Devji was a well-
known martyr and 'shan-
ti ke punj' and had at-
tained topmost place in
the spiritual world and
his words are also men-
tioned in the 'Gurugrant
Sahib'. Guru could not be
shanken even after mak-
ing him sit on a hot iron
plate and pouring hot
sand from the top on him
and for his martyrdom
he is always respected.
On his martyrdom day,
'paath' of 'Sukhmuni
saheb' are recited every
day in the morning along
with the 'sangat' for 40
days. On his martyrdom

day, the members of Sikh
Samaj distributed 'sharbat'
and 'prasad' to persons here
on Friday.

Central Chronicle News

Arang, Jun 04: Worker
expansion campaign is
being run as per the in-
structions of
Chhattisgarh BJP state or-
ganization, under which
senior BJP officials are
working as expansionists
in Shakti Kendras. Under
this, Suraj Sahu, BJYM
Raipur Rural District
Training Head and Co-in-
charge Rakesh Sonkar has
been given responsibility
of BJP Kisan Morcha
Arang Mandal.

Under this workers ex-
pansion campaign was
held here in Gullu Shakti
Kendra, which includes
Part No. 132, 133, 134, 135.
Members including Shakti

Kendra in-charge, conven-
er, co-convener, booth
keeper, booth in-charge,
co-in-charge were invited
in the meeting.

Addressing the meeting,
Vistarak Suraj Sahu said
that the public welfare
schemes of the Modi gov-
ernment like Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana,
cleanliness, house-to-
house toilet scheme,

Ujjwala Yojana, Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana, Kisan
Samman Nidhi Yojana,
Pregnancy Assistance
Scheme Pradhan Mantri
Ayushman Card Scheme,
Pradhan Mantri Shram
Dhan Yojana and Atal
Pension Yojana, e-
Shramik Card of the
Central Government,
should be spread from

door to door and directed
the workers to make the
public aware.

In order to win the 2023
assembly elections, it was
instructed to expand the
workers by connecting the
heads of society, self-help
groups, heads of various
temple committees and
local committees, youth
and women. On this occa-
sion, senior workers
Revaram Sahu,
Gainduram Patel, Nagesh
Shukla, Ashok Yadav min-
ister BJP Mandal Arang,
Bhuneshwar Patel, Rishi
Yadav, Dharam Singh
Pardhi, Shankar Dhivar,
Ramu Lodhi, Pankaj Patel,
Vijay Upadhyay,
Bhalchand Dhivar, Sheetal
Banjare were present.

Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  0044::  On comple-
tion of 8 years of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi gov-
ernment, Bharatiya Janata
Party is celebrating Good
Governance and Garib Kalyan
Pakhwada across the country
for the next 15 days.   

BJP District President Roop
Singh Mandavi said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
changed the culture of Indian
politics, for two years, about 80
crore poor people are being
given 5 kg free ration. The 11th
installment of Rs 21 thousand
crore was provided to the farm-
ers above 10 crores through the
means of Kisan Samman Nidhi.
He said that the release of the
report booklet of the work of 8

years of Narendra Modi and the
program of honoring working
women under the press confer-
ence and cleanliness campaign
will be done by the Leader of
Opposition of Chhattisgarh
Dharamlal Kaushik in which
prominent leaders of the dis-
trict will be present.   State
Working Committee member
Sangram Singh Rana, Convenor
Raja Yadav and Guru Gobind

Singh Shakti Kendra's Vistarak
Yogendra Kaushik told that
Chhattisgarh's Leader of
Opposition Dharamlal Kaushik
will be present on the cleanli-
ness drive of Pandari Terai pond
located on Chhatrapati Shivaji
ward under the Amrit Mahosav
Swachhata Hi Sewa of 75th
Independence.  This program is
being done by the BJP
Swachhta Abhiyan
Department. 

The eighth anniversary of
the Narendra Modi government
is being celebrated from 30
May to 15 June on the theme of
service, good governance and
poor welfare. This program is
being organized on Thursday,
June 02, 2022 at 04 PM at
Pandri Terai Talab located on
MPM Hospital Road.

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jun 04: District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
here on Wednesday inter-
acted directly with the vil-
lagers by holding
Janchaupal in the Gram
Panchayat Chhindiya.

He talked to the vil-
lagers and inquired about
the implementation of
government works and
schemes and meanwhile
also giving information
about the instructions of
the government regarding
Rajiv Gandhi Rural
Landless Agricultural
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana to
the people in the Chaupal.

The Collector said that
the last date for applying
for new registration and

eligible beneficiaries left
under the scheme has
been fixed till June 10,
wherein he asked such
beneficiaries to submit

their applications in the
Panchayat offices.

He also directed the
Panchayat officials to
mark the eligible benefici-

aries under the Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiless Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana and
ensure completion of on-
line entry by June 10.

Taking prompt action
on the complaint of the
villagers in Chaupal that
the Rural Agricultural
Extension Officer was not
present in the Gram
Sabha, the Collector di-
rected the SDM to take dis-
ciplinary action by issuing
a show cause notice to the
concerned REAO.

During this, CEO
District Panchayat Shri
Kunal Dudawat, SDM
Baikunthpur Shri
Gyanendra Thakur and
block level officers-em-
ployees were present.

Elderly woman
injured in bear attack

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 04: An
elderly woman residing in
village Bagbahar of
Bastar police station area
of the district had gone to
collect wood from the for-
est on Friday morning
and it was all of sudden
that she was attacked by a
bear.

The women, who went
to the forest with the eld-
erly, ran away to the vil-
lage and informed about
the incident. The relatives
brought the injured
woman from the forest to
the village and then ad-
mitted her in a hospital.

Relatives of the elderly

woman injured by the
bear attack informed that
the villager Dhanay, 60
years old, had gone to pick
fuel wood in the forest,
about 2 km away from the
house on Friday morning
along with another
woman of the village.

During this a bear sud-
denly attacked her in the
forest. The bear caused in-
juries to Dhanay's head,
back, arms, legs  and due
to which she suffered
deep wounds. The injured
rural woman was referred
to Bastar PHC and after
first-aid she was referred
to Macau's for better treat-
ment, where the woman
treatment is going on.

Janchaupal camp organised
in Gram Singhanpur

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Jun 04:
SDM (Revenue) Namrata
Jain organised
'Janchaupal' camp in differ-
ent villages of Saraipali
and Basna block of
Mahasamund district. It is
under the guidance of
Janpad Panchayat CEO
Sanat Mahadev that a 'jan-
chaupal' camp was organ-
ised in Gram Panchayat
Singhanpur.

In this camp  the benefi-
ciaries from Singhanpur
and villages dependent
upon it viz. Gourtek,
Chuipali, Mohaka and
Gidhali took part. A total of
55 applications were re-
ceived in this camp and out
of which 42 applications

were sorted out on the spot.
This included 24 applica-
tions of Revenue depart-
ment; 14 of Panchayat and
social welfare department;
2 from PWD and CSEB and
Panchayat department; 1
from Education and
Women and & Child
Development department.

The Revenue depart-
ment also made income,
caste and domicile certifi-
cates in this camp. The
health department provid-
ed free of cost health
check-up facility for vil-
lagers in this camp. In this
camp, Janpad Panchayat
President Basna Rukmani
Patel, and other panchayat
reps and block-level offi-
cers and employees were
present.

Solve the problems
of citizens on 

priority: Collector
Central Chronicle News

Korba, June 04: District
Collector Ranu Sahu in the
weekly review meeting of
the deadline gave instruc-
tions to the officers to
make ration cards, con-
struction, pension pay-
ment of beneficiaries and
demarcation, distribution,
transfer, account division
etc., to resolve the revenue
matters on priority.

In the meeting, Collector
Sahu took information
about the approved cases
of pension, pending pay-
ment of pension and eligi-
ble beneficiaries for ration-
pension from the officials.
The Collector also re-
viewed the progress of the
construction works of par-
allel bridge being built at

Darri Barrage in the re-
view meeting of the time
limit. She expressed dis-
pleasure at the concerned
contractor and officials
over the slow progress of
the parallel bridge con-
struction works. The
Collector also reviewed
the progress of the ongo-
ing construction works in
Swami Atmanand English
Medium Schools in the
district. She directed the
Chief Executive Officers
of all Janpad Panchayats
to expeditiously complete
the works of infrastruc-
ture like repair, paint, elec-
trification, construction of
toilets, library, and ground
leveling etc. in school
buildings. Collector Mrs.
Sahu instructed the offi-
cers of Rural Engineering

Services Department to in-
spect the construction
works of Swami
Atmanand Schools.The
Collector instructed to
complete the construction
works of the bridge expe-
ditiously by installing
more number of technical
teams and necessary ma-
chines.

Along with this, instruc-
tions were also given to en-
sure all arrangements for
the smooth functioning of
the office. A.D.M. Mr. Sunil
Nayak, CEO of Zilla
Panchayat. Shri Nutan
Kanwar, D.F.O. all the de-
partmental officers includ-
ing Korba Mrs. Priyanka
Pandey, Municipal
Commissioner Mr.
Prabhakar Pandey were
present.

Players & coach of ESC 
Jawanga represent Ch’garh

Central Chronicle News

Dantewada, Jun 03:
Players and coach of
Eklavya Sports Complex
Jawanga of Dantewada dis-
trict were selected for
Khelo India Youth Games
2021 which is being organ-
ised from May 3 to 13 in
Panchkula, Haryana. Om
Baaghi student of
Government Higher
Secondary School Geedam
is representing
Chhattisgarh Boys

Volleyball Team, Pragati
Thakur student of
Government Girls Higher
Secondary School Geedam
and Deeksha Pujari, stu-
dent of Aastha Vidya
Mandir Jawanga are repre-
senting Chhattisgarh Girls
Volleyball Team under the
leadership of Coach
Shrikant Modi.
Chhattisgarh State
Volleyball Association re-
leased the selection list.

Khelo India Youth
Games 2021 is being organ-
ized by the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports,
Government of India in
Panchkula Haryana in
which teams from 8 states
of country namely
Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
West Bengal, Uttar
Pradesh, Kerala and

Gujarat will participate.
Prime Minister Shri

Narendra Modi, Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar
Lal, Union Youth and
Sports Minister Anurag
Singh Thakur will give in-
spirational address at
Khelo India Youth Games.
As per Girls volleyball
schedule the matches will

occur between
Chhattisgarh Vs Kerala on
3 June at 11:00 AM,
Chhattisgarh Vs Tamil
Nadu on 4 June at 8:00 AM,
Chhattisgarh Vs Gujarat
on 5 June at 3:30 PM, Semi
Final on 6 June and Final
match on 7 June.

All these matches will be
broadcast live on

Doordarshan Sports, Star
Sports channel. The play-
ers of Eklavya Sports
Complex Jawanga partici-
pated in the training camp
for Khelo India Youth
Games organized in Raipur
from 25 to 31 May 2022.

On this achievement,
Dantewada District
Collector Deepak Soni,
District Sports Officer
Mukesh Gond, District
Education Officer Rajesh
Karma, Assistant Sports
Officer Satish Srivastava,
Eklavya Sports Complex
Superintendent Rajneesh
Oswal, Green Care Society
India Director Amujuri
Biswanath congratulated
the players and inspired to
illuminate the name of
Chhattisgarh as well as
Dantewada district at na-
tional level.

p In Khelo India 
Youth Games

p DD Sports and Star
Sports telecast the
matches live from
Panchkula Haryana
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Collector puts up Janchaupal in Chhindiya

BJP to celebrate fortnight of
good governance: Mandavi

Worker expansion campaign meeting held in Gullu

Martyrdom day of Guru
Arjun Dev observed

Food dept conducts 
investigation in petrol pumps

Central Chronicle News

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  0044::  According to
the instructions of Collector
Rajat Bansal, the Food
Department, District Bastar
joint team investigated the fa-
cilities available to citizens in
various petrol pumps in
Jagdalpur city in the past.

During this, M/s Venkatesh
Fuels, Anupama Chowk, Lucky
Automobile, Guru Gobind Singh
Chowk, M/s M.R. Sodhi
Lalbagh, M/s Police Petrol
Pump Lalbagh, M/s Damodar
Fuels Moti Talabpara, M/s
Radhika Fuels Aghanpur
Jagdalpur, M/s Danteshwari
Fuels Chitrakot Road, M/s
Mithila Fuels Pallinaka, M/s
Sugan Petrol Pump National
Highway Jagdalpur, M/s Tirath
Singh Manmohan Singh Petrol
Pump National Highway Raipur
Bastar Marg, M/s Subhash
Fuels Kumharpara, M/s Gayatri

Petrol Station Dalpat Sagar
were checked. 

The investigation found
shortage in most of the petrol
pumps except a few petrol
pumps. It is noteworthy that
before the investigation, in-
structions have also been given
by the Food Department to im-
prove the system by holding
meetings of petrol pump opera-
tors many times.

Air filling machine found to
be defective in petrol pumps
during investigation And after
preparing a case against petrol
pumps found lack of cleanli-
ness in toilets, it has been sent
to Collector Rajat Bansal for ac-
tion as per rules.

Many consumers of
Jagdalpur charged that adulter-
ated petrol is being sold in
many petrol pumps here. Also,
after taking petrol, it is felt that
the quantity of petrol is less.
The officials of the Department
of Food have not checked the
measurement process of petrol
in the pumps for a long time,
due to which petrol is given in
less quantity in many places. 

Along with this, the con-
sumers also told that the fixed
rate is kept in the machine, like

putting petrol of five hundred,
two hundred or thousand ru-
pees in the vehicles, less petrol
is available because the pump
operators keep messing with
the machines.

Petrol quality is not checked,
due to which the pump opera-
tors are encouraged. Most
complaints in petrol pumps are
regarding the quantity of
petrol, but the Food
Department did not take any
major action in this matter. All
the petrol pumps are running in
huge irregularities regarding in-
frastructure but the depart-
ment is sitting blindly. 

The air filling machine is
kept as a show-piece only. Due
to the arbitrariness of petrol
pump operators, consumers
have to remain silent. There is a
lot of chaos at the petrol pumps
in the district. If no one listens
to the complaint, they do not
give a straight answer when
asked. 

It cannot be accepted that
the Food Department is not
aware of all these things, the
Food Department is patting it-
self on its back by taking minor
action against the petrol
pumps.

p About the facilities
being offered

p People are upset due
to arbitrariness of
pump operators

Central Chronicle News

Korba, Jun 04: District
Collector Ranu Sahu in the
weekly review meeting of
the deadline gave instruc-
tions to the officers to make
ration cards, construction,
pension payment of benefi-
ciaries and demarcation,
distribution, transfer, ac-
count division etc., to re-
solve the revenue matters
on priority.

In the meeting, Collector
Mrs. Sahu took information
about the approved cases of
pension, pending payment
of pension and eligible ben-
eficiaries for ration-pension
from the officials. The
Collector also reviewed the
progress of the construc-
tion works of parallel

bridge being built at Darri
Barrage in the review meet-
ing of the time limit. She
expressed displeasure at
the concerned contractor
and officials over the slow
progress of the parallel
bridge construction works.
The Collector also reviewed
the progress of the ongoing
construction works in
Swami Atmanand English
Medium Schools in the dis-
trict. She directed the Chief
Executive Officers of all
Janpad Panchayats to expe-
ditiously complete the
works of infrastructure
like repair, paint, electrifi-
cation, construction of toi-
lets, library, and ground lev-
eling etc. in school build-
ings. Collector Sahu in-
structed the officers of

Rural Engineering Services
Department to inspect the
construction works of
Swami Atmanand Schools.

The Collector instructed
to complete the construc-
tion works of the bridge ex-
peditiously by installing
more number of technical
teams and necessary ma-
chines. Along with this, in-
structions were also given
to ensure all arrangements
for the smooth functioning
of the office. A.D.M. Mr.
Sunil Nayak, CEO of Zilla
Panchayat. Shri Nutan
Kanwar, D.F.O. all the de-
partmental officers includ-
ing Korba Mrs. Priyanka
Pandey, Municipal
Commissioner Mr.
Prabhakar Pandey were
present.

Solve the problems of citizens
on priority: Collector

HOT SUMMER DAY

Women use umbrellas to protect themselves from the heat on a hot summer day, in New Delhi here on Saturday.

Proceedings in offence of bigamy 
cannot be obliterated: K’taka HC

Bengaluru, Jun 04 (PTI): 

The Karnataka High
Court has refused a peti-
tion seeking to quash the
case of bigamy filed
against a 76-year-old man
who admitted that he is
still married to three
women.

The HC said his admis-
sion makes it a “continu-
ing offence”.

“In the teeth of the ad-
mitted facts of the peti-
tioner marrying thrice
and its subsistence even
as on day, the plea of
delay in registration of
the crime would pale into
insignificance, as bigamy
in the case at hand is a
continuing offence,” it
said.

Anand C alias Anku
Gowda’s first wife,
Chandramma, had filed
the case of bigamy and
abetment against him,
his third wife
Varalakshmi, 49, and four
of his close friends and
relatives.

Anand had married
Chandramma in 1968. He
married her sister

Savitramma in 1972.
Anand claimed
Chandramma had con-
sented to the second mar-
riage.

Anand married
Varalakshmi in 1993 and
claimed before the HC
that both his first two
wives consented to the
third marriage.

Chandramma’s com-
plaint of bigamy was
filed in 2018. She alleged
that Anand had sup-
pressed the fact of his
earlier marriages while
marrying Varalakshmi.

Anand, his third wife
and other accused chal-
lenged it in the High
Court on the ground that
the complaint was filed
nearly 25 years after the
wedding. The second con-
tention was that the third
marriage had the consent
of his other two wives.

The septuagenarian
claimed that the bigamy
case was filed after a
property dispute involv-
ing his three wives. He
had gifted a property to
his third wife which was
dissented by the other
two leading to the bigamy
case being filed. The chil-
dren from the first wife
have also initiated suits

for partition against
Anand.

Justice M
Nagaprasanna, who
heard Anand’s petition,
held in his May 25 judge-
ment that the case
against Anand and his
third wife cannot be
quashed as they were
aware of the preceding
marriages.

However the case
against Anand’s friends
for abetting bigamy was
quashed.

“Other family mem-
bers or friends of 1st peti-
tioner (Anand) cannot be
hauled into these pro-
ceedings unless there are
instances to demonstrate
that they were responsi-
ble for the commission of
second marriage or even
the third marriage,” the
HC said.

“The act of bigamy
generally is a triangle in-
volving the husband, wife
and second wife. This is a
peculiar case where it is a
quadrangle. Therefore,
the first petitioner, sec-
ond petitioner and the
complainant will have to
resolve the issue amongst
themselves,” the HC said
absolving the other ac-
cused.

‘Keeping MLAs under political
pressure not good for democracy’

Jaipur, Jun 04 (PTI): 

As the Congress has
moved its MLAs to
Udaipur fearing poaching
by the opposition ahead of
the Rajya Sabha polls,
Union Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar on Saturday
said keeping legislators
under pressure in a demo-
cratic system is uncalled
for.

Tomar, who is also the
BJP in-charge for the elec-
tions in Rajasthan, was in
Jaipur on Saturday to
take part in a party meet-
ing to form the strategy
ahead of the polls to four

seats in the Upper House
on June 10.

On the Congress’ move
to keep its MLAs and sup-
porting legislators togeth-
er at a hotel in Udaipur,
Tomar said, “In a demo-
cratic country, pressure
politics and politics of in-
fluence is not good.”

The minister of agri-
culture and farmers wel-
fare said that the BJP
does not require shifting
of any of its legislators
like the Congress as the
saffron party is going to
hold a training camp for
them.

Replying to question on
the Bahujan Samaj Party
issuing a whip for legisla-
tors who won on its ticket
and later defected to the

Congress, he said, “Every
worker of any party
should follow the party
whip.”

The BSP’s Rajasthan
unit on Saturday issued a
whip asking the six BSP-
turned-Congress MLAs to
vote for Independent can-
didates instead of the
Congress and BJP candi-
dates in the Rajya Sabha
elections.

The Congress has field-
ed Mukul Wasnik,
Randeep Surjewala and
Pramod Tiwari while the
BJP has fielded former
minister Ghanshyam
Tiwari and has supported
media baron Subhash
Chandra, who filed his
nomination as an
Independent candidate.
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Three held  
i Chakradharpur:

Three people were ar-
rested with 45 kg
ganja in Odisha’s
Jharsuguda station
on Saturday, the rail-
ways said. The seizure
was made during a
special drive, “opera-
tion Narcos”, of
Chakradharpur divi-
sion of South Eastern
Railway (SER), it said.
The three people, resi-
dents of Barahi police
station area in Katni
district of Madhya
Pradesh, were appre-
hended with a trolley
bag each when they
were entering the sta-
tion in a hurry to
catch a Delhi-bound
train, it added. On
being searched, 45 kg
ganja worth Rs 2.25
lakh was found with
them, it said. A case
was registered and an
investigation started.

BJP fields ‘Nirahua’
i Lucknow: The BJP

on Saturday fielded
Bhojpuri singer-actor
Dinesh Lal Yadav
‘Nirahua’ and
Ghanshyam Lodhi,
who recently joined
the party, for the June
23 bypoll to Azamgarh
and Rampur parlia-
mentary constituen-
cies. Dinesh Lal Yadav
had unsuccessfully
contested the 2019 par-
liamentary election
from Azamgarh
against Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav. Lodhi, a
Samajwadi Party
MLC, had joined the
BJP ahead of the 2022
Uttar Pradesh assem-
bly elections.

Head severed 
i Madurai (TN): In a

tragic incident, a work-
er’s head was severed
when his colleagues
used an earthmover to
frantically rescue him
from a 13-foot trench in
which he got buried
here. The man, identi-
fied as R Satish (34) of
Erode district in Tamil
Nadu, slipped and fell
into the trench dug up
to lay underground
drinking water
pipelines at
Ramamurthy Nager
here on Friday, a senior
civic official said. The
trench suddenly caved
in at the side and Satish
who was near it fell and
got buried alive.
Immediately, his fellow
workers attempted to
rescue him without
waiting for the police
or fire and rescue serv-
ices personnel, he said.

One held 
i Erode: A 25-year-old

man was arrested here
on Saturday for forging
documents to falsely
project a minor girl as
an adult in order to sell
her ovum (egg) to fertil-
ity clinics, police said.
According to police,
John, a resident of
Surampatti near here,
had provided the fake
birth certificate and
Aadhaar card of the
girl to several fertility
clinics in Erode, Salem
and Hosur. The accused
was arrested today
after four hours of in-
terrogation, they said.

Four arrested
i New Delhi: Four

people wanted in a
murder case in
Jharkhand capital
Ranchi were arrest-
ed from the national
capital, officials said
on Saturday. The
Delhi Police Special
Cell, in a joint opera-
tion with the
Jharkhand Police,
arrested the accused
— Rahul Kujur (22),
Munawer Afaque
(23), Kawish Adman
(26) and Dablu Kujur
(47) — from Gazipur
in east Delhi Friday
night.

Wearing mask is not mandatory
but advised, says Maha HM

Mumbai, Jun 04 (PTI): 

Amid confusion over the
Maharashtra govern-
ment’s latest communica-
tion on the use of masks,
Health Minister Rajesh
Tope on Saturday said it
was only an appeal and
masks have not been made
mandatory in the state.

Coronavirus cases have
been rising steadily in the
state for the last few days.

The state health depart-
ment on Friday issued a
letter to district and civic
authorities, asking them
to ramp up testing and ad-
vising people to wear
masks in enclosed spaces
such as trains, buses, cine-
mas, auditoriums, offices,
hospitals, colleges and
schools. But confusion
prevailed as to whether it
intended to make the use
of masks mandatory once
again. The mask compul-

sion had been removed in
April.

Speaking to reporters
in Pune, Tope said,
Although the letter by the
health ministry says the
use of masks is a must, it
is in fact an appeal to peo-
ple to wear masks. No ac-
tion will be taken against
those who don’t wear
them.

Wearing masks is ad-
vised in enclosed places
such as trains, buses,
schools and colleges.
People are expected to
wear masks in such
places, he added.

The surge in COVID-19
cases is noticeable in
Mumbai, Pune, Palghar,
Thane and parts of Raigad
district, the minister said.

The Union health min-
istry had also sent an advi-
sory to the state a few days
ago regarding the increase
in cases, Tope said.

p Tomar on Rajasthan
Congress

Chennai, Jun 04 (PTI): 

Witnessing a spike in
new COVID-19 infections,
the Union Ministry of
Health and Family
Welfare on Saturday said
Tamil Nadu accounts for
3.13 per cent of the new
cases reported in the coun-
try and urged the state
government to take a risk-
assessment based ap-
proach to public health,
without losing the gains
made on the fight against
the pandemic.

Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan in a letter
to Tamil Nadu health de-
partment principal secre-
tary J Radhakrishnan said
the state reported 659 new
cases for the week ending
June 3, 2022 accounting
for 3.13 per cent of the
country’s new cases.

Bhushan said, “A slight
upsurge in cases being no-
ticed to 21,055 cases re-
ported across India and
the positivity rate in-
creased to 0.73 per cent for

the week ending June 3,
2022.”

In Tamil Nadu, he said,
the cases increased to 659
for the week ending June
3, 2022 from the earlier 335
new cases reported for the
week ending May 27 ac-
counting for 3.13 per cent
of India’s new cases.

“The state has also seen
an increase in positivity
in the last week from 0.4
per cent to 0.8 per cent,”
Bhushan said.

Noting that Chennai
and Chengalpet recorded
an increase in weekly
cases among districts, he
said the rise in new cases
in the two districts re-
quire focused interven-
tion from the state admin-
istration.

Advising the state to
continue implementation
and monitoring of neces-
sary measures for effec-
tive management of
COVID-19, Bhushan said,
the strategy of Test-Track-
Treat-Vaccination should
be followed with contin-
ued focus on COVID-19-ap-
propriate behaviour, mon-
itoring clusters of new
COVID-19 cases, adequate
testing among others.

Union health secy to TN

‘Take risk-assessment
based approach’

p To tackle spike in
COVID-19 cases

p On grounds of
delay

About 13,000 lives
saved so far: Kejriwal
New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI): 

About 13,000 lives have
been saved by good samar-
itans under the Delhi gov-
ernment’s ‘Farishtey Dilli
Ke’ scheme, said Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Saturday.

The scheme, launched
in October 2019, encour-
ages people to rescue
those who have met with
road accidents.

Addressing an event at
the Thyagaraj Stadium,
Kejriwal said, in some
cases it becomes difficult
for medical aid to reach
an area during an emer-
gency because of conges-
tion.

“But, under our
‘Farishtey Dilli Ke’
scheme, this issue is being
addressed. About 13,000
human lives have been
saved so far, under this
scheme,” he said.

Under the scheme, the
Delhi government incurs
the expenditure for treat-
ing eligible road accident
victims and gives incen-
tives to those who helped
them.

In February 2021,
Kejriwal tweeted that
over 10,000 lives had been
saved under the scheme.

“People are coming for-
ward to help each other.
You should also help those
who met with any road ac-
cident. To save someone’s
life is a pious act,”
Kejriwal had tweeted.

The Delhi chief minis-
ter, while launching the
scheme, had said that at
least 3,000 lives were saved
during the pilot project of
the initiative which ran
for 18 months.

“The chances of sur-
vival increases by 70-80
per cent if an accident
victim is taken to the hos-
pital within one hour of
the accident, which is the
‘Golden Hour’,” he had
said.

The event at the
Thyagaraj Stadium on
Saturday was organised
to announce the setting
up of volunteer-based
Tiranga Samman
Samitis. “These volun-
teers will be assigned five
duties. No one should
sleep hungry in their
area; no child should be
left out of school; medical
aid should be ensured to
those who are in need; no
homeless should be left in
the streets, and their re-
spective areas should be
clean,” Kejriwal said.

Chandigarh, Jun 04 (PTI): 

The parents of slain
singer Sidhu Moosewala
met Union Home Minister
Amit Shah at the
Chandigarh airport here on
Saturday, BJP sources said.
In the meeting,
Moosewala’s father Balkaur
Singh is learnt to have de-
manded a probe by central
agencies into the brutal
murder in Punjab’s Mansa
district on May 29.

Union Home Minister
Shah arrived in Chandigarh
on Saturday and held a meet-

ing with Punjab BJP leaders.
He will be leaving for
Panchkula in Haryana to in-
augurate the ‘Khelo India
Youth Games’. The parents
of Moosewala, who was shot
dead by unidentified as-
sailants, earlier left for
Chandigarh from their resi-
dence in Mansa.
Moosewala’s family had
earlier written a letter to
Shah seeking a probe by
central agencies into the
murder of the famous
Punjabi singer, according to
Union Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat.

Moosewala’s parents
meet Shah in Chandigarh
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CHILDRENS TRAIN

Children in train guard uniforms wait for the departure of a childrens train in Kyiv,
Ukraine on Saturday.

BRIEF
Pilot killed

California, (US): A
Navy fighter jet
crashed Friday in the
Southern California
desert, killing the
pilot, authorities said.
An F/A-18E Super
Hornet based at Naval
Air Station Lemoore
went down at about
2:30 p.m. in the area of
Trona, an unincorpo-
rated Mojave Desert
community in San
Bernardino County,
the Navy announced
in a statement.
Nobody on the ground
was hurt. The identity
of the pilot and details
of the crash weren’t
immediately released.

First convocation 
Washington, Jun 04:
Vivekananda Yoga
University in the
United States will hold
its first convocation on
June 12 where a batch
of 23 students will be
awarded graduation
certificates. The maid-
en convocation of the
university is likely to
be attended by a host
of eminent Yoga prac-
titioners, academi-
cians and leaders from
the field.

Peace settlement 
Rehoboth Beach:
President Joe Biden
on Friday said he
thinks a negotiated
settlement will be nec-
essary to end Russia’s
war in Ukraine. Asked
whether Ukraine
should give up some of
its territory to Russia
in order to end the war
and bring peace to the
region, Biden said his
policy continues to be
that the United States
will not make any de-
cisions about Ukraine
without Ukraine.

Rehoboth Beach (US), Jun 04: 

President Joe Biden said
Friday he hasn’t changed
his views on human rights
despite his administra-
tion’s praise of Saudi
Arabia for getting key oil
producers to step up pro-
duction. As a presidential
candidate, Biden had
pledged to make the king-
dom a pariah over its abus-
es.

Biden said he wasn’t
sure whether he was going
to Saudi Arabia and has
no direct plans at the mo-
ment to visit the kingdom.
He acknowledged he ex-
pects to meet with the
leaders of Israel and some
Arab countries, including
Saudi Arabia, at some
point. The comments
come as the White House
has sounded more defini-
tive about the trip. A per-

son familiar with White
House planning said
Biden has decided to visit
Saudi Arabia as well as
Israel, likely adding the
stops to an already sched-
uled trip to Europe for a
pair of summits this
month, but details have

not been finalized. The
person was not authorized
to comment publicly. Look,
I’m not going to change
my view on human
rights,” Biden told re-
porters after his remarks
on the May jobs report,
when asked about possible

travel to Saudi Arabia.
“But as president of the
United States, my job is to
bring peace if I can, peace
if I can. And that’s what
I’m going to try to do.

As a candidate for the
White House, he pledged
to treat Saudis as a pariah
for the 2018 killing and dis-
memberment of U.S.-
based journalist Jamal
Khashoggi, a critic of
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman’s brutal ways.
U.S. intelligence officials
determined that the crown
prince likely approved the
killing. Biden, who is
spending the weekend at
his Delaware beach home,
sidestepped questions
from reporters about
about whether he would
meet with the prince, often
referred to by his initials,
MBS, should he visit the
kingdom.

Biden affirms human rights commitment
as he warms to Saudis

Joe Biden answers a reporters question after speaking
about the May jobs report, in Rehoboth Beach, Del.

Beijing/Jiuquan, Jun 04:

China will launch three
astronauts on a spacecraft
on Sunday on a six-month
mission to complete the
construction of the coun-
try’s space station cur-

rently orbiting the earth,
China Manned Space
Agency (CMSA) an-
nounced on Saturday.
Astronauts Chen Dong,
Liu Yang and Cai Xuzhe
will travel on the
Shenzhou-14 spaceflight

which will dock with the
Tiangong space station,
currently under construc-
tion.

The Shenzhou-14 will be
launched on Sunday from
the Jiuquan Satellite
Launch Centre in the
northwestern province of
Gansu, sending three as-
tronauts to its space sta-
tion. The mission will
build the space station
into a national space labo-
ratory, said Lin Xiqiang,
the deputy director of the
CMSA. The Shenzhou-14
crew will work with the
ground team to complete
the rendezvous, docking
and transposition of the
two lab modules with the
core module, Lin said at a
press conference.

China to launch three-person 
mission to build space station

In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese as-
tronauts from left Cai Xuzhe, Chen Dong and Liu Yang, right,
wave as they attend a press conference for the upcoming
Shenzhou-14 mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center
in northwestern China on Saturday, June 4, 2022. 

Dakar, Jun 04: India’s bi-
lateral trade with Senegal
has touched a record USD
1.65 billion in 2021-22 de-
spite the coronavirus pan-
demic, Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu has said,
expressing hope that the
figure grow significantly
in the coming years.
Naidu, who is here on the

second leg of his three-na-
tion tour to Gabon,
Senegal and Qatar, on
Friday addressed an
India-Senegal business
event. “The Vice
President noted that de-
spite the pandemic, there
was a welcome growth in
economic and trade ties
between the two coun-

tries and bilateral trade
has crossed a record high
of USD 1.65 billion in 2021-
22,” his office tweeted.

He hoped that the trade
would grow significantly
in the coming years, it
said. As to the bilateral
trade basket, major items
of export from India in-
clude textiles, food items,
automobiles and pharma-
ceuticals. The main items
of import from Senegal
are phosphoric acid and
raw cashew.

Naidu earlier on Friday
termed Senegal as India’s

natural development part-
ner, and appreciated the
African nation for its dem-
ocratic ethos, as he held
delegation-level talks with
the President of the
National Assembly of
Senegal Moustapha
Niasse.

Naidu, who is also the
Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha, emphasised the im-
portant role of legislature
in the life of a nation, and
said that a strong, effective
& responsive parliament
lies at the core of good gov-
ernance.

VP Naidu hopeful of ‘significant’ growth in India-Senegal trade ties

Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu during the delegation

level talks with the President (Speaker) of the National

Assembly of Senegal Moustapha Niasse, in Dakar, Senegal.

United Nations, Jun 04: 

The U.N. Security
Council approved a reso-
lution Friday extending
the authorisation for
countries and regional or-
ganisations to inspect ves-

sels on the high seas off
the coast of Libya suspect-
ed of violating the U.N.
arms embargo on the
troubled north African
nation. The vote on the
French-sponsored resolu-
tion was 14-0, with Russia

abstaining. The brief res-
olution extends the autho-
risation for inspections
for a year.

The monitoring effort
has been carried out since
March 2020 by a European
Union mission called

Operation Irini, the
Greek word for peace.
The EU said at the start
that it would have as its
core task the imple-
mentation of the U.N.

arms embargo through
the use of aerial, satellite
and maritime assets.
Russia’s U.N. Ambassador
Vassily Nebenzia said
Friday that when Irini
started Russia hoped the
inspections would con-
tribute to reducing illegal
arms trafficking and
therefore promote the
long-awaited political set-
tlement of Libya’s pro-
tracted conflict.

UN extends searches on high seas off Libya for illegal arms

Selma (US), Jun 04: 

A company is seeking to
build the country’s first-
ever remote air traffic con-
trol centre, which could
handle traffic for multiple
airports, on the site of an

old Air Force base in
Alabama, a newspaper re-
ports. Advanced ATC Inc.,
an air traffic control acad-
emy based in Valdosta,
Georgia, announced plans
Thursday to invest about
USD 4.7 million at Craig

Air Field, now a public
airport in Dallas County,
just southeast of Selma,
the Selma Times-Journal
reported. The company
also announced it will es-
tablish an international
training academy at the
site. The remote tower
uses cameras, real-time
video and other features,
allowing air traffic con-
trollers to remotely ac-
complish the duties they
would previously have
carried out in a tradition-
al control tower, the com-
pany said. Remote towers
represent an important
and innovative step in
airspace modernisation
efforts in the U.S., and
I’m excited to see
Advanced ATC establish
its pioneering operation
at Craig Field, said Greg
Canfield, secretary of the
Alabama Department of
Commerce. While the
technology is gaining a
foothold in Europe, it is
relatively new to the
United States, Dan
Cunningham, chief oper-
ator officer for Advanced
ATC, told The Associated
Press. Remote tower sys-
tems are brand new in
the United States,
Cunningham said.

1st remote air traffic control
center in US to be in Alabama

I n early May, what began as
a Twitter callout between a

Bollywood actor-director and a
Kannada actor over the alleged
status of Hindi as India’s na-
tional language fast escalated
into an all-out social media
brawl where barbs and emoti-
cons went back and forth be-
tween Bollywood personas and
the (mainly) Telugu-Kannada-
Tamil film fraternity, the odd
politician and media “influ-
encer” adding kerosene to the
fire. Any analysis of banality
serves little practical purpose,
but this public outpouring of
emotion and emoticon has
brought into sharp focus a reali-
ty that Bollywood has been find-
ing difficult to countenance and
counter in recent years—that
non-Hindi productions are con-
sistently besting their
Bollywood counterparts by a
long mile.

If the success of the simulta-
neously produced Telugu-Tamil
Baahubalis—the first was re-
leased in December 2015 and
the sequel in April 2017—was
noted with admiration and
envy in Bollywood, the block-
buster collections of the Tamil
RRR and Kannada KGF:
Chapter 2, has forced Bollywood
to take note and, hopefully, in-
trospect. “Hopefully” because
the success of the Southern

film industry is not an
overnight flash-in-the-pan.
Anyone who has worked on
both sides of the Bollywood-
South divide--one of the au-
thors of this article indeed has--
would have long anticipated
this inevitability.

Bollywood has always had a
lot going for it—its cosmopoli-
tan ethos attracts the best of
creative talent from all over the
country and even overseas; its
heritage stretches back several
decades; it remains India’s en-
trepreneurial capital. Yet, for
all the advantage Bollywood
possesses, it has been trailing
and falling behind the South at
a foundational level—in con-
tent, production and, more im-
portantly, discipline. The
widening gap manifests itself
in every phase of film-making:
pre-production, production,
and post-production.

Pre-production is the phase
where the planning happens be-
fore the cameras roll. A com-
mon trait among Southern di-
rectors is to plan every shot in
advance, and get an idea of the
shooting flow. For him, a pre-
shoot recce of the location is
meant to achieve a purpose; it is
not an excuse for leisure. Time,
money, and creative effort are
invested in story boards for
every scene. For big-budget
Southern productions, a combi-
nation of 2D-3D animated story-
boards is fairly common, with a
few things elements for last-
minute improvisations.
Mentally, the cast and crew are
prepared well before the shoot,
the idea being to minimize
stress during shooting and en-
sure the productive use of the
available finances.

Readers can study the pub-
licly available clips in promo-
tional behind-the-scenes footage
on YouTube, and compare the

shooting techniques. They
might observe that the typical
Bollywood starrer is rife with
unplanned shooting and “spon-
taneous” on-floor direction,
leaving much to be corrected in
post-production, where supervi-
sion could easily be sub-stan-
dard. Apart from the obviously
visible patchwork, common
consequences are over-budget-
ing and extended deadlines.

The shared sense of responsi-
bility and respectable conduct
in Southern crews might be be-
cause their work culture is rela-
tively grounded. Indulgences
and debauchery do happen, but
generally find expression post
work. If a star wants, say, spe-
cial food, the actor is free to
arrange for his own food.
Otherwise, apart from afford-
able extras such as fruit, every-
body is offered the same non-
fancy food. We don’t hear cases
where a director takes the hero-
ine for a special snack nearly
2,500 km away in a chartered
flight, in the middle of an on-
floor shooting shift, at the cost
of the financier. It’s also less
common Southern “A” grade di-
rectors to abscond and make the
financiers a run around for
their money. For sure, nepotism
perhaps exists more in the
south industry than in
Bollywood, but it's not taken for
granted--star kids are made to
level up and perform.

Even as recently as about 20
years ago, southern films were
disparaged for their over-the-
top conceptualization, tacky
production techniques, and
larger-than-life star actors.
However, the current lot of
southern stars generally aligns
itself with substance in content
and cutting-edge action
through world class VFX pro-
duction. Novel camera angles,
slick editing, lavish produc-

tions, unique stories, tight
screenplays, and sharp direc-
tion have spawned a new gener-
ation of followers among non-
South audiences.

It’s not all doom and gloom
for Bollywood, though. When
demand slides, profit accrues as
costs get rationalized and quali-
ty improves. The need to create
mindful entertainment is being
increasing felt in many
Bollywood quarters. At the
same time, the over-commer-
cialization of Bollywood is now
finding its way into the South.
The same overconfidence and
the lack of accountability in
Bollywood, where financiers,
producers, directors, distribu-
tors and exhibitors fight for
their individual self-interests, is
now being seen in Southern
productions and even personal-
ities--the actor who claimed
that Bollywood cannot afford
him, is one such example.

The bottom-line is that North
or South don’t matter to India’s
movie watchers, nor does the
language the movie has been
shot in--as long as it’s skillfully
produced and provides quality
experience. The real objective
of cinema is artistic entertain-
ment. Of a business, it’s profit.
Southern cinema achieves plen-
ty of both. Recent Bollywood
has had little of either. The suc-
cesses of KGF 2 and RRR
should be celebrated by
Bollywood too, not only because
those movies are well-made and
are raining big bucks, but also
because Bollywood has a ready
template to re-learn the art and
joy of movie creation from its
Southern counterparts.

Dev Chandrasekhar is a
brand transformation spe-

cialist; Dr Farhad Vijay
Arora is an entertainment

media strategist.

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Since  1974  Volume  10  No. 66

Let the social fabric
of Panjab be intact
Even after the killing of

famous singer Moosa
wala it is the utmost duty
of every citizen of Panjab
to maintain peace in the
state. Even in 1984 when
there were big riots in
Delhi against the Sikhs
there was no Ã§ommunal
tension in Panjab.Also
when there was terror-
ism in Panjab for one
decade not even a single
communal riot reported
in Panjab and that shows
deep binding between
two communities.Prime
Minister Chandra
Shekhar was great votary
of Hindu Sikh unity and
in this regard he had de-
livered statement in par-
liament also. In the same
way when once Indira
Gandhi was advised by
inteligent agencies to re-
place the Sikh security
personnel then she total-
ly refused to act upon
their advice and in her
last speech she had said
that "every drop of her
body is meant for nation-
al integration."BJP had
political alliance with
Akali Dal from 1996 just
to strengthen the unity
between two communi-
ties  due to the nationalis-
tic approach of Parkash
Singh Badal as well of top
leadership of BJP which
now separated on the
issue of farmers agita-
tion.A few incidents of
sacrilege happened in
Panjab   and it is the proof
of strong bindings be-
tween two communities
that none of religious as
well as political leader
spoke anything against
each other.Identity of cul-
prits in such cases is still
unknown.These inci-
dences show that some
anti social elements are
trying to disturb the
peace of the state and it is
the utmost duty of each
individual to be cautious
about the nefarious de-
signs of such
elements.Panjab is a bor-
der state and there is very
much liklyhood that the
terrorists operatiny from
Pakistan may have  in-
volved in such anti na-
tional activities.We have
to keep in mind that
peace had been main-
tained in the state by the
strong efforts of all con-
cerned and have to re-
main vigilant that some
unwarranted elements
may not take benefit of
our peace loving people
and such elements should
be brought to the book
and let us be united and
defeat divisive forces.op-
erating in the country...In
the last we all have to save
Panjab from burning and
social fabric have to be in-
tact with facing all chal-
lenges before us

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa
@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

Severe water crisis amidst
soaring temperatures forc-
ing women to daily risk
their lives by climbing up
and down in a 30 ft deep
well for scarce water in
MP's tribal dominated
Dindori district. The other
side of our country. Sad!

RRaahhuull  SShhiivvsshhaannkkaarr
@@RRSShhiivvsshhaannkkaarr

Unmentionable insults hurled at Hindu
Gods in a rally in TN. Story camouflaged
as ambedkarites-periyarists-marxists
protesting fascism! These very groups
want Nupur Sharma jailed. But abusing
Hindu Gods is a protest against Fascism!
Incredible. State of secularism in India!

IInnddiiaaTTooddaayy@@IInnddiiaaTTooddaayy

Amravati: 75-km long highway to be
constructed in just 108 hours, to go
down in Guinness Book. The 75-km
long Amravati to Akola highway in
Maharashtra is going to be built in a
record time of just 108 hours. 

RRaakkuull  SSiinngghh
@@RRaakkuullpprreeeett

Watched #SamratPrithviraj
And wow just wow !The
grandeur,the valour and
the visual experience that
it is! Congratulations and
goood luck to the entire
team@akshaykumar what
a strong performance.

IIAASS  SShhrruuttii  SShhaarrmmaa@@IIAASS__SShhrruuttiiSShhrrmmaa

Life is not a problem to be solved, but a reality to be experienced.

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp  

So the term vote bank politics is
now not just part of Indian electoral
political lexicon but also a part of
international relations now as India
hits back at the US! Interesting.

Q uestions remain on the Aadhaar flip-flop as the government's U-
turn raises several questions: Why was the advisory issued in the

first place?Who was involved? The government recently issued and with-
drew an advisory cautioning people on sharing their full Aadhaar num-
bers in a hard copy with unlicensed  organisations. The initial release was
issued by the Bengaluru office of  the Unique Identification Authority of
India(UIDAI), which manages and maintains the Aadhaar database.
Soon, it went viral on social media. The government then withdrew it, cit-
ing possibility of misinterpretation . Aadhaar cardholders, the second
statement said,  are  only advised to exercise normal prudence . Now,
whatever constitutes normal prudence , the withdrawal came after the
notice caused some amount of  public confusion and panic. UIDAI must
develop a well-thought-out standard operating procedure for public com-
munication. This    means    separation    of    roles    and responsibilities
between UIDAI and MeitY as public communication gaffes of this kind
can erode confidence and trust in the Aadhaar ecosystem, a key identity
document to avail welfare benefits and operate bank accounts.  In the
light of the confusion caused by these contradictory statements, it is crit-
ical that the government clarify matters in as transparent a manner as
possible. How safe, really, is a citizens data stored with the UIDAI? What
steps has the organisation taken to secure this data? How often are these
security systems checked? Which organisations are legally authorised to
ask for Aadhaar numbers? Given its ubiquity in India today and the fact
that all manner of institutions demand it as a means of identification, the
Aadhaar card has metamorphosed from its original voluntary nature to a
near-compulsory one. Where its use was originally mandated for people
accessing government scholarships and welfare schemes, banks and
telecom companies are now authorised to use Aadhaar to gather know-
your-customer details. RBI routinely issues guidelines cautioning the
public on the dos and don'ts of online banking and payments     through
apps.    Two-factor authentication is used as an extra security measure.
As phishing is a rising threat, the citizenry is cautioned not to share PIN
(personal identification number) or password with anyone, including
bank officials. An additional threat is the collection of  biometric informa-
tion like finger prints by employers, lenders, state agencies. Unlike UIDAI,
these smaller entities cannot boast of robust security protocols. Theft of
such   poorly   stored   biometric   data   is undermining  Aadhaar-enabled
payment systems. The government must review Aadhaar processes and
compliances of stakeholders, licensed and unlicensed, and come out
with detailed advisories for its users, and its service providers too.

Aadhaar flip flop 
raises questions

T he Naga peace process has reached a dead end with the
National Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah) sticking to

its position that the final solution is not possible without a separate flag
and constitution for Nagas. The "National Assembly" of the rebel group,
however, indicating to continue the dialogue with the Central
Government has kept alive the hope for sustaining the two-and-half-
decades-long peace process. Though the NSCN(IM) has pushed the ball
into the Central government's court, pressure is also mounting on the
rebel group to find a middle path to facilitate an expeditious solution.
NSCN(IM) chairman Q Tuccu in his speech said that the Government of
India's opposition to separating the Naga flag and Constitution prompt-
ed the rebel group to convene the "National Assembly" to reaffirm their
stand. He insisted that the "Naga national identity" is symbolized by
their flag and the Constitution. The Central Government cannot ac-
knowledge and accept the NSCN(IM)'s position on the flag and
Constitution as it cannot commit anything that is not mandated by the
Indian Constitution or outside its framework. Besides, the Government
of India conceding to the use of a separate political flag by the Nagas
will amount to recognizing Nagaland and adjacent Naga-inhabited areas
in Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh to be "sovereign" for which
there is no scope in Indian Constitution, and it would also undermine
India's sovereignty. Any peace agreement signed by the Central
Government with an organization outside the purview of the Indian
Constitution will have no constitutional validity and the NSCN(IM) rec-
ognizing these ground realities is critical to finding a meeting point and
ending the impasse. Unless there is consensus between the Central gov-
ernment and the NSCN(IM) over the interpretation of the Framework
Agreement signed in 2015, mere resumption of dialogue is not going to
cut much ice and end the deadlock. Sincere efforts by both sides over
the past 25 years of the ceasefire to hammer out a lasting and hon-
ourable solution to the intractable Naga political issue must not be al-
lowed to go waste and dialogue must continue with an innovative ap-
proach and with the spirit of finding a common meeting point. The
Working Committee of the Naga National Political Groups, with whom
the Central government concluded parallel peace talks, is ready to sign
the final agreement, but the Central government has made it clear that
there will be only a single peace accord to be signed with all Naga rebel
groups. It is a pragmatic decision by the Central government as signing
a peace accord, leaving out any organization will only keep alive the
Naga insurgency instead of bringing an end to it. The Central govern-
ment cannot ignore the political message conveyed by the emergency
"National Assembly" and is expected to come up with a calibrated re-
sponse. However, the lack of transparency over the issue on which the
two sides have already reached a consensus has allowed the room for the
issue of the flag and the constitution to get prominence and eclipse the
progress made in peace talks. Informing the Naga people, who are key
stakeholders in the peace process, about the consensus already reached
will give them a sense of the progress made and weigh it with the con-
tentious issue of flag and constitution to articulate their views as to what
needs to be done to end the deadlock and expedite the final peace ac-
cord. They cannot be expected to voice a strong opinion on this con-
tentious issue without knowing details of other issues that were put on
the peace table and if any consensus has been reached on those issues.
Taking the people of Manipur, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and govern-
ments in these states into confidence is also important as NSCN(IM) has
been laying claims over Naga-inhabited areas in these states adjacent to
Nagaland. Keeping people in the dark will only trigger more speculations
which are unwarranted. The Central government, as well as state gov-
ernments in these states allaying apprehension among people over the
final Naga peace accord, is vital to sustainable peace in the northeast re-
gion. Efforts by the Nagaland government through the Core Committee
on Naga Political Issue constituted to facilitate an expeditious solution
are laudable and the committee continuing its role as facilitator is crucial
for the Central government and the NSCN(IM) to stay engaged around
the peace table and prevent derailment of the ongoing peace process by
contentious issues. With about eight months to go for election to
Nagaland Assembly, the clamour for a "solution before the election" may
grow louder in the coming days. Delay in the signing of the final peace
accord not only creates a political uncertainty it will also push ordinary
Naga people to live in uncertainty and continue to be subjected to multi-
ple extortions by rebel groups. Permanent peace and progress will con-
tinue to be elusive in Naga-inhabited areas if the deadlock continues and
talks are not resumed to resolve the contentious issues.

Stalemate in Naga 
peace process
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Rag pickers look for recyclable materials as greater adjutant storks perch at the Boragaon garbage dumping site, in
Guwahati, Saturday, a day ahead of the World Environment Day.

Lessons for stagnant Bollywood from South’s box-office surge

AArrsshhiiaa  MMaalliikk@@aarrsshhiiaauunniiss

This is their so called Azadi, approaching
like a coward,face mask,attacking a fam-
ily man earning his bread &butter,among
majority Muslims. Not fighting on a bat-
tlefield soldier to soldier but murdering
unarmed civilians in a proxy guerrilla
war! Shabash! Thoo on your Azadi!

RAG PICKERS ON WORK

DEV CHANDRASEKHAR AND
DR FARHAD VIJAY ARORA
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BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has appoint-
ed A Manimekhalai as
managing director of
Union Bank of India
and Swarup Kumar
Saha as head of
Punjab & Sind Bank.
The notifications in
this regard were is-
sued by the
Department of
Financial Services
earlier in the day,
sources said. Canara
Bank executive direc-
tor Manimekhalai re-
placed Rajkiran Rai G,
who retired on May 31
after a five-year stint.

RBI penalty 
Mumbai: The Reserve
Bank on Friday said it
has imposed a penalty
of Rs 27.5 lakh on
Punjab & Sind Bank
for non-compliance
with certain directions
issued by it on ‘exter-
nal benchmark-based
lending’. A statutory
examination of Punjab
& Sind Bank revealed
non-compliance with
the directions, inter-
alia, to the extent the
bank linked certain
floating rate retail
loans and floating rate
loans to micro and
small enterprises, ex-
tended by it after
October 1, 2019, to
MCLR instead of an ex-
ternal benchmark,
RBI said.

Workforce cut

New York: Tesla
shares tumbled about
9% Friday on a report
that CEO Elon Musk
is considering laying
off 10% of the compa-
ny’s workers, as well
as new questions from
U.S. regulators over
complaints of the elec-
tric vehicles braking
for no reason. In an
email Thursday to
Tesla executives titled
pause all hiring world-
wide,” Musk wrote
that he had a super
bad feeling about the
economy and that the
company needed to
cut staff, Reuters re-
ported. Tesla had
around 100,00 employ-
ees worldwide accord-
ing to recent regulato-
ry filings, including
its subsidiaries.

Knowledge sharing 
New Delhi: The fi-
nance ministry is
launching a platform
under the Indian
Development and
Economic Assistance
Scheme (IDEAS) for
sharing knowledge
with partner nations.
The new platform is
being launched dur-
ing Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav which will
serve as a harbinger
of this new era of de-
velopment coopera-
tion, the ministry said
in a series of tweets.
“The platform has
been developed in col-
laboration with
@IndiaEximBank and
@MEAIndia to offer a
dynamic performance
monitoring system for
#IDEAS & is an in-
signia of India’s com-
mitment as
#VishwaGuruBharat,
” it said.

EXHIBITION VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, UP CM Yogi Adityanath and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during their visit
to an exhibition, in Kanpur. 

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJuunn  0044::  

The Reserve Bank is expect-
ed to go for another rate hike
of 0.40 per cent at the sched-
uled review of the monetary
policy next week, a foreign
brokerage said on Friday. The
central bank’s rate setting
panel will follow it up with a
0.35 per cent hike in rates at
the next review in August, or
make it into a 0.50 per cent
hike next week and a 0.25 per
cent increase in August, to
make the total quantum of rate
hikes at 0.75 per cent, the
report by Bofa Securities said.

On May 4, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) hiked rates by
0.40 per cent, and Governor
Shaktikanta Das has already
called a rate hike at the forth-
coming review as a “no brain-
er” given the pressure to main-
tain its core mandate of infla-
tion in the targeted band of
under 6 per cent. The report
from the brokerage said it sees
the headline inflation for May

to come at 7.1 per cent due to
a sharp increase in tomato
prices. While mentioning
about measures like the excise
duty cuts on fuel products,
duty free imports of crude soy-
abean and sunflower oil and
cut in ATF prices, the report
said such moves will help avoid
a runaway increase in infla-
tion. However, it said the con-
sumer price inflation will aver-
age 6.8 per cent — much above
the RBI’s tolerance limit of 6
per cent — in FY23.

The central bank will itself
do an upward revision of its
estimate to 6.5 per cent in
FY23 from the present 5.7 per
cent, it added. “... we expect
the RBI MPC to hike policy
repo rate by 0.40 per cent in
June and 0.35 per cent in
August. 

We must highlight that for
the sake standardised steps,
the chances of delivering a
0.50+0.25 per cent hike combi-
nation is quite high too,” the
report said. The key thing is

that RBI MPC exits ultra-
accommodation by August and
takes policy repo rate to the
pre-pandemic level of 5.15 per
cent, it said, adding that if
inflation continues to be high
after that, the RBI will take the
repo rate to 5.65 per cent by
end of FY23.

The brokerage said it also
sees another 0.50 per cent hike
in the Cash Reserve Ratio
(CRR) or the ratio of demand
deposits parked by lenders
with the RBI without any
return, as the central bank
moves to normalise liquidity
conditions by withdrawing
excess stock. 

It can be noted that the RBI
had hiked the CRR by 0.50 per
cent to 4 per cent on May 4 to
suck out Rs 87,000 crore of liq-
uidity from the system. On the
growth front, the brokerage
retained its estimate of a 7.4
per cent expansion in the real
GDP for FY23, and added that
the RBI will also maintain its
7.2 per cent estimate.

RBI to go for another 
0.40 pc hike in rates: Report

At next week’s policy review meet

New Delhi, Jun 04: To
address the country’s en-
ergy demand which is set
to double by 2040, thermal
coal requirement would go
up to around 1,500 million
tonnes in the next 18 years,
Coal Minister Pralhad
Joshi said on Saturday.
The minister added that
there was a need to be con-
scious about the environ-
ment and keep in mind the
sustainable mining goals.

“While the expected
electricity generation by
2040 would be approxi-
mately 3000 billion units,
India’s energy demand
was set to double by 2040.
To cater to this demand,
thermal coal demand by
2040 would increase to ap-
proximately 1500 million
tonnes,” the minister said.

Though best efforts are
being made to balance the
dependence on coal and
lignite with development
of renewables, the transi-
tion to green energy will
mostly be gradual, Joshi
said during his maiden
visit to NLC India Ltd at
Neyeli. NLC India, in a
statement, said that Joshi
emphasised on the impor-
tance of coal in the coun-
try’s energy security today.

Thermal coal demand to
increase to around 1,500 MT

by 2040: Joshi
New Delhi, Jun 04: 

The government will
take strict action against
exporters who are trying
to ship or have shipped
wheat by submitting back-
dated and improper docu-
ments following the ban
on exports of the crop,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
said. On May 13, the gov-
ernment banned wheat ex-
ports to control domestic
prices. However, it allowed
shipments for exporters
who have valid irrevocable
letters of credit (LCs) is-
sued on or before May 13.

The commerce ministry
has tightened the norms
for obtaining registration
certificates for wheat ex-
ports with a view to curb-

ing fraudulent practices
such as submission of im-
proper documents by
traders.

Exporters have to sub-
mit the message exchange
date with foreign banks
along with a valid irrevo-
cable letter of credit, is-
sued on or before May 13,
to obtain registration of
contracts (RC) to ship
their consignments.

Govt will take strict action
against wheat exporters: Goyal

Who submit back-dated documents New Delhi, Jun 04:

Markets regulator Sebi
on Friday allowed
Infrastructure Investment
Trusts (InvITs) and Real
Estate Investment Trusts
(REITs) to conduct annual
meetings of their
unitholders and other
meetings through video-
conferencing and other
audio-visual means till the
end of December.

The circular came after
Sebi received representa-
tions from REITs/InvITs
to further extend the facil-
ity to conduct annual
meetings and other meet-
ings of unitholders
through Video-
Conferencing (VC) or
through Other Audio-
Visual Means (OAVM).
Besides, the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (MCA),

last month, extended the
facility of holding AGMs
and EGMs through
VC/OAVM till December
31, 2022.

“Accordingly, it has
been decided to extend the
facility to conduct annual
meetings of unitholders
in terms... of Sebi (REIT)
Regulation...Sebi (InvIT)
Regulations... and meet-
ings other than annual
meeting, through VC or
OAVM till December 31,
2022,” the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) said in a circular.
For conducting such meet-
ings, they need to comply
with the procedure pre-
scribed by the regulator.
Among other require-
ments, recorded tran-
scripts of the meetings
held through VC or OAVM
should be maintained in

the safe custody of the in-
vestment managers of
InvIT or managers of the
REIT.

Also, InvITs and REITs
are required to upload the
transcripts on their re-
spective websites as soon
as possible after the con-
clusion of the meetings.

In addition, the conven-
ience of different persons
positioned in different
time zones need to be kept
in mind before scheduling
the meeting. Before the ac-
tual date of the meeting,
the facility of remote e-
voting needs to be provid-
ed, among others, as per
Sebi.

REITs and InvITs are
relatively new investment
instruments in the Indian
context but are extremely
popular in the global mar-
kets.

Sebi allows virtual annual meetings
for InvITs, REITs till end of Dec

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  JJuunn  0044::  

India’s eco-friendly miner,
NMDC celebrated the World
Environment Day 2022 on the
keynote of ‘Only One Earth’ at
its Head Office in Hyderabad
today. Mukesh Khare,
Professor at the Indian
Institute of Technology, Delhi
was the Chief Guest for the
event with Vineet Pandey,
CVO, NMDC as the Guest of
Honour. NMDC’s ED
(Production and Safety) B.
Sahoo, ED (Commercial) A.K.
Padhy, CGM (Resource
Planning and Environment) M.
Jayapal Reddy and senior offi-
cials were also present. 

A global environment
expert and among the top
researchers on air pollution
concerns in India, Professor
Khare praised NMDC’s vision
on Sustainable Mining
Objectives of the company and
said, “The mining major’s
decades of commitment

towards the environment and
the community is building a
robust ESG framework. In the
future, the miners and engi-
neers should look at an eco-
nomic, engineering efficient,
and ecology conscious
approach to mining.” 

NMDC has built a sturdy
afforestation programme and
has planted over 3.0 million
trees in and around its proj-
ects. Reiterating NMDC’s
resolve towards reforestation,
Vineet Pandey said, “We mine
in ecologically sensitive areas
and it is our duty to restore

the mines back to their natural
state. The theme ‘Only One
Earth’ has been relevant for 50
years and will continue to find
relevance in our future.” 

NMDC’s mining complexes
have earned a 5 Star Rating
from the Indian Bureau of
Mines for their responsible
mine and resource planning.
Contributing to the
Government of India’s push
towards Green initiatives, the
company has invested in
renewable power generation,
practices zero-waste mining,
and is laying a 15 MTPA slurry

pipeline for environment-
friendly ore transport. 

Wishing his employees a
happy Environment Day,
NMDC CMD Sumit Deb said,
“The phrase ‘Eco-Friendly
Mining’ is typically an oxy-
moron but we have been able
to transcend this with environ-
ment conservation at the core
of our business. With being
the largest iron ore producer
of India, NMDC plays a pivotal
role in embracing and advo-
cating eco-friendly mining.” 

On the occasion of World
Environment Day 2022, B.
Sahoo led the employees to
take an oath to contribute to
environment conservation and
healing. NMDC employees
received Jute Bags, Clay
Bottles, Biodegradable Pens,
and plants. The Environment
Department of NMDC also
conducted essay writing and
elocution competitions on
May 23, 2022 and the winners
were felicitated today.

NMDC- the eco-friendly miner celebrates World Environment Day-2022

New Delhi, Jun 04:

Riding on the back of
surge in global energy
prices, state-owned Oil
and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC)
should have a solid base to
increase investments over
the next 12-18 months on
account of healthy earn-
ings, S&P Global Ratings
said on Friday.

“Improved cash flow
continues to support the
rating” of ONGC, it said in
a statement. While ONGC
gets price equivalent to in-
ternational oil rates for
the crude oil it produces
from fields such as
Mumbai High, the govern-
ment fixed price of natu-
ral gas based on a formula
that factors in global in-
dices. While oil prices are

hovering at multi-year
high, gas prices for ONGC
too have risen to best ever
rate of USD 6.1 per million
British thermal unit.

“ONGC will direct more
than 60 per cent of its im-
proved cash flows to capi-
tal investments over the
next few years. We expect
the company to spend Rs
55,000-60,000 crore in fiscal
2023 (ending March 31,
2023) compared with less
than Rs 45,000 crore that it
has spent annually for the
past two years in view of
challenging business con-
ditions,” it said.

Of this, ONGC intends
to spend Rs 31,000 crore
over the next three years
on exploration activities,
compared with close to Rs
21,000 crore for the last
three years. “This in-

crease will offset the de-
cline in the company’s re-
cent production to 43.4 mil-
lion tonne of oil equiva-
lent (mmtoe) in fiscal 2022
from 48.25 mmtoe in fiscal
2020. We anticipate these
investments will also aid
earnings resilience if
prices start to decline,”
S&P said.

ONGC is also likely to
maintain healthy dividend
distribution to sharehold-
ers, it said. “The company
paid about Rs 13,000 crore
in dividends in fiscal 2022,
equivalent to about 30 per
cent of its free operating
cash flows. ONGC has
shown good flexibility in
the past when it scaled
back dividends to about Rs
3,000 crore in fiscal 2021
due to the challenging
business conditions.

Solid cash flow to support 
ONGC’s higher investments: S&P

Mumbai, Jun 04:

Stay engaged with a
new hobby this season
and discover your inner
creativity with ‘Hobby
Store’ on Amazon.in
starting today with a
host of exciting offers
and deals on books,
sports, car and bike ac-
cessories, home improve-
ment, gardening essen-
tials, toys and much
more. Customers can
enjoy savings, cashback
benefits, and an addition-
al 10% off on a min
transaction of INR 5000
using Kotak Bank credit
card and credit card EMI.

They can explore prod-
ucts across popular
brands such as Yonex,
Hero Cycles, Vega, Itsy
Bitsy, Robocraze, Royal
Enfield Apparel and
much more. The offers

and deals available dur-
ing the ‘Hobby Store’ are
applicable till June 10,
2022.

Here are some of the
offers by participating
sellers  Handpicked
Sports Products  Nivia
Storm Football available
at Rs 429 approximately.
Speed Up Carbon
Ploymer Cricket Bat  at
Rs 399.

Take care of your vehi-
cle at home Bosch
Aquatak 125 1500-Watt
High Pressure Washer  at
Rs 10,608 approximately.
Black Decker GL350-GB
350-Watt Strimmer  avail-
able at Rs 3,699.

Tools for a DIY project
Black + Decker KX1800
Dual Temperature High
Speed Heat Gun at Rs
1239 and Taparia
Screwdriver Set with
Bulb –  at Rs 225.

Discover creativity with
Hobby Store on Amazon.in

New Delhi, Jun 04: 

TVS Motor Company
aims to build a “sustained
dominant play” in the
electric vehicle segment
by leveraging various gov-
ernment initiatives like
production-linked incen-
tive scheme, among oth-
ers. As per its annual re-
port for 2021-22, the com-
pany has robust plans to
scale up its play in the
electric segment.

“The PLI (Production-
Linked Incentive) and
FAME II (Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of
Hybrid and Electric
Vehicles) initiatives of the
government will be fully
leveraged by the company
and strategically build a
sustained dominant play
in this segment,” it said.
The industry is slated to

grow rapidly and the com-
pany has robust plans for
this segment, it added.

“In addition, with the
strategic association with
BMW, the company will
be exploring the joint de-
sign and development of
urban EV options for the
global markets,” TVS
Motor Company stated.
The company has created
a dedicated vertical for
EV segment with over 600
engineers and adopted the
Centres of Competency
(COCs) with an agile
working approach.

TVS sold more than
10,000 EVs in 2021-22.
Overall, the company said
it expects to outperform
the industry in terms of
sales growth on the back
of new product launches
and economic activity
once again gathering

pace.
“Due to the strong prod-

uct line-up, unwavering
focus on consumer, quali-
ty, cost and the strong new
launches, the company is
confident about outper-
forming the industry, in-
spite of the global chal-
lenges and a tough busi-
ness environment,” it said
in the annual report 2021-
22. Domestic moped and
economy motorcycle seg-
ments have lately under-
performed and are likely
to return to growth, with
some buoyancy expected
in rural agriculture led
markets, it added.

With considerable im-
provement in the urban
markets across India, the
company said it is posi-
tive about the perform-
ance of the scooter seg-
ment.

TVS Motor aims to build sustained
dominant play in EV segment

High in pesticides,

many countries send

back Indian tea

Kolkata, Jun 04: Both in-
ternational and domestic
buyers have rejected a se-
ries of tea consignments
due to the presence of pes-
ticides and chemicals be-
yond permissible limits,
Indian Tea Exporters
Association (ITEA) chair-
man Anshuman Kanoria
said on Friday.

Filling up the vacuum
created by crisis-hit Sri
Lanka in the global mar-
ket, Tea Board is eyeing to
ramp up exports. However,
the rejection of consign-
ments is causing a decline
in outward shipments.

All teas sold in the coun-
try must conform to the
Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI) norms. However,
most of the buyers are
purchasing tea that have
unusually high chemical
content, Kanoria told PTI.

‘India has a realistic
chance of achieving

USD one billion
shipment target’

KKoollkkaattaa,,  JJuunn  0044::  As the Indian
tea industry has a realistic
chance to achieve the USD one
billion exports target in the
next two-three years, it is
important to seek the Centre’s
help for rationalisation of inter-
national MRL laws for the crop,
an official of a tea exporters’
body said on Friday. Indian Tea
Exporters’ Association
Chairman Anshuman Kanoria
said it is also essential that the
beverage produced for the
overseas market is compliant
with the safety regulations of
importing countries. “This is
essential to uphold the quality
image of Indian tea in interna-
tional markets and make our
tea the preferred one world-
wide,” he said. MRLs are
defined as the maximum con-
centration of pesticide residue
likely to occur in food after the
use of pesticides according to
good agricultural practice.

AA ctress Mouni Roy, who is
seen as a judge on 'DID

L'il Masters', has revealed
why Kathakali is her favourite
dance form in an episode of
the dance-based reality show.
She says Kathakali is a dance
form that includes story-
telling. This weekend as well,
viewers are in for a special
treat as famous Bollywood
choreographers - Geeta Kapur
and Terrance Lewis will be
seen gracing the show along-
side the judges of 'DID L'il
Masters'. During the shoot, it
was Geeta's challenge to con-
testant Aarav to perform to a
Kathakali song that won
Mouni's heart. Mouni
revealed, "Firstly, I would like
to thank Geeta Ma for giving
Aarav this challenge of per-

forming a Kathakali act for
all of us. I feel it is very
important for us to show the

audience our classical dance
forms as well. Our culture is
very beautiful, and Kathakali
is a dance form that includes
storytelling and expressing
our feelings and emotions
through our eyes." "I feel
Aarav did full justice to this
dance form today on DID L'il
Masters. I must add that
Kathakali is an art form of
the Malayalam-speaking,
south-western region of
Kerala and it is very

close to my heart as a
person from Kerala

(referring to her
husband Suraj

Nambiar) is also
very close to

my heart."

ACROSS

1. Reef material

6. Prod

10. Fine ____

14. “Phantom of the ____”

15. Mexican money

16. Ooze

17. Engaged in festivities

19. Wound remainder

20. ____ day at a time

21. ____ space

22. Flag-maker ____ Ross

23. Daisylike flowers

25. Flat bread

26. Showing lots of particulars

30. Capture

33. That group’s

36. Enlarged

37. Fairy tale monster

38. Housing payment

39. Sport groups

40. Happiness

41. Pledge

42. On top of

43. Kilt fold

44. HST’s successor

45. Audience member

47. Graduates’s garb

49. Deep blue

53. Storage room

55. Fiend

58. ____ Jones Industrial Average

59. Brat’s stocking stuffer

60. Interior ____

62. Buffalo’s canal

63. Nobleman’s title

64. Bullwinkle, for one

65. Broadcast

66. Wine bottle word

67. Join in

DOWN

1. Hot chocolate

2. Unseals

3. Rent again

4. Live

5. Worker

6. Squabble

7. Tennis’s ____ Sampras

8. ____-friendly

9. Slender pole

10. Desirable quality

11. Four-sided figure

12. Afternoon parties

13. Peppy

18. Brown shade

22. Auction action

24. Archie Bunker’s wife

25. Worshipers’ seats

27. FBI employee
28. Wrathful
29. Sour fruit
31. Precinct
32. Red root
33. Walked upon
34. Lead
35. Amuse
37. Eyed flirtatiously
39. Shopping bag
43. Author’s pseudonym (2 wds.)
45. CBS rival
46. Designer Christian ____
48. Lubricated
50. Dolt
51. Honking bird
52. Proprietor
53. Top pilots
54. Pulled apart
55. Letter opener
56. Light brown
57. Lose feathers
60. Society girl
61. Coal measure
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You may have been looking forward to
communicating or spending time with the
people you care about today if possible,
but circumstances beyond your control
throw some unexpected obstacles in your
way. Don’t panic, Aquarius. If you’re
focused and objective, you can find a way
to get around the obstacles and do what
you want to do. If you’re involved in cre-
ative projects, you might seem blocked
today. This should pass by tomorrow.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Although you’ve been feeling especially

strong physically over the past few days,

Pisces, today you might feel a little under the

weather. You could even experience some

giddiness. This is nothing to worry about, but

you should try to take it easy. Don’t exercise

if you don’t feel up to it. Get some rest. Even

if you have to postpone some chores, you’ll

be better off in the long run.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Emotional matters could hit the fan today at

a (virtual) group meeting of some kind. Those

around you communicate with are apt to be

feeling especially stressed and volatile, Aries,

so be prepared for anything. Try to stay out of

passionate confrontations, and don’t try to

put oil on troubled waters. At times like this,

such attempts only cause unwanted attention

to focus on you. Stay centered.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Stress might be getting the better of a house-

hold member today, Taurus. This person feels

emotionally volatile. The least irritation could

set off a temper tantrum. Try to ease the

pressure by staying out of the way. Don’t

offer advice, however well-intentioned it may

be. This person needs to come to terms with

whatever is bothering him or her. Distance

yourself and do your own thing.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Friends, neighbors, and relatives could be
feeling especially stressed out and explo-
sive today, Gemini. This isn’t a good day to
initiate intense communications with
them. Keep your talk light and inconse-
quential. This is a great day to stay home
and read, especially since your mind is
particularly receptive to unusual ideas.
The Internet, videos, and TV documen-
taries could be most informative.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The economy could well take another dip,

Cancer, and you might hear from people

expressing concerns about financial matters.

Don’t take them to heart, and certainly don’t

worry about your own financial condition. The

trend will probably reverse itself soon, and this

time in the right direction. Take no drastic

action just yet. Wait and see what happens.

You’ll probably breathe a sigh of relief.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Oppressive stress on you or those close to
you could cause disconcerting upsets with-
in your relationships today, Leo. Try to be
objective and work things out rationally
instead of going to pieces. Avoid being
sucked into quarrels where you might say
things you’ll regret. Don’t let this tempo-
rary situation get the best of you. Make the
effort to stay focused and relaxed.
Tomorrow all should be back to normal.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Stress could take a toll on you today, Virgo.

You might temporarily lose your ambition

and be left wondering if it’s all really worth

it. This isn’t a good day to start projects or

engage in important discussions. Stay home

and get some rest if you can. You might skip

a few chores, but you’ll be better off in the

long run. Treat yourself to a good book and

some ice cream.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Unexpected developments might inter-
fere with your home life or with plans to
spend a quiet evening with your family,
Scorpio. This could have you feeling a
little down at first, but don’t let it get to
you. Whatever you do today might open
doors that will benefit both you and
those close to you. Gird your loins and
do whatever needs to be done. Later
you’ll be glad you did.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You may be looking forward to talking on the

phone with someone dear who lives far away,

Sagittarius, but circumstances beyond your

control could get in the way. Perhaps you keep

missing each other, or problems with comput-

ers or phones throw a monkey wrench into the

works. Don’t let this dim your enthusiasm. Once

you reach your friend, expect to have an excit-

ing and emotionally gratifying conversation.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Although business and money matters continue

to go well, some rather unsettling news regard-

ing either your finances or the economy in gen-

eral could reach you today, Capricorn. However,

don’t accept as truth anything you hear until

you check the facts. The planetary energies

now lend themselves to the spread of rumor,

gossip, and misinformation. This is definitely

the day to hang on to your objectivity.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Although business and money matters contin-

ue to go well, some rather unsettling news

regarding either your finances or the economy

in general could reach you today, Capricorn.

However, don’t accept as truth anything you

hear until you check the facts. The planetary

energies now lend themselves to the spread of

rumor, gossip, and misinformation. This is def-

initely the day to hang on to your objectivity.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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B ollywood star Akshay Kumar
has said that his latest release

'Samrat Prithviraj' is one of the most
important films of his career, in fact,
it is his 'legacy project' that he is ex-
tremely grateful to have in his fil-
mography. The actor says, "'Samrat
Prithviraj' is a very important film in
my career. It is my legacy project be-
cause I'm getting to honour the leg-
endary Samrat Prithviraj Chauhan.
I'm fortunate that I'm getting to bring
his heroism and life on screen."

"I hope this film inspires many to
lead their life with strong values and
get the courage to stand up against
any and every evil. Samrat
Prithviraj, to me, is a rare project."

Akshay explains why 'Samrat
Prithviraj' is such a special film for
him. He says, "It combines my love
for India, enables me to tell a story
that is rooted in India's history and
folklore and is also a film for every
audience segment. As an actor, I love
telling stories that can reach every-
one and people can have a communi-
ty viewing experience. Samrat
Prithviraj is a film that sits at the top
of the ladder.

"It is also a spectacle that will leave
audiences awe-struck."

He adds, "Coming out of the pan-
demic, people want to watch films
with their families and relive the the-
atrical experience that they used to
have. 'Samrat Prithviraj' will deliver
on this in spates because it is truly an
incredible family entertainer told
with a scale that's fit to honour the
daredevilry of the brave Samrat
Prithviraj Chauhan."

'Samrat Prithviraj' has been direct-
ed by Dr. Chandraprakash Dwived.
The film, which also stars Manushi
Chhillar, released on June 3 in Hindi,
Tamil and Telugu.

E lectrifying music, endless
laughter, dhinchak acts, nos-

talgia…and blockbuster fun –
Promising this fun entertaining
package is the upcoming weekend
episodes of Sony TV’s homegrown
kids music reality show ‘Superstar
Singer 2’. Kickstarting the weekend
on a high note will be the
‘Superstar Mohalla’ celebrating the
beautiful bond that one shares with
their neighbours on Saturday. And,
adding char chand to the Sunday
episode will Bollywood’s very own
‘Raja Babu’ Govindaand the much
loved ‘Aakhri Pasta’, Chunky
Pandey as special guests. A
dhamakedar musical extravaganza
you wouldn’t want to miss! 

Celebration galore! Superstar
Mohalla episode will not only wit-
ness some of the most breath-tak-
ing performances by the TOP 15
contestants but will also dive into
some masaledar and sweet padosi
banter.In honor of the special
guests Govinda and Chunky
Pandey, the contestants will put up
some outstanding acts on their
iconic songs expressing their de-
light and admiration for the two es-
teemed actors.

To join this fun rollercoaster,
don’t’ miss tuning into into
Superstar Singer 2 this Saturday
and Sunday at 8pm only on Sony
Entertainment Television!

BB irthdays are always
special as one gets all

the attention and affection
from their family and
friends. Our very own
Dabangg Dulahania Rajesh,
aka Kamna Pathak from
&TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, who is soon going
to celebrate her birthday,
shares some interesting
details about her birthday
celebration this year in this
candid chat.

11))  TTeellll  uuss  yyoouurr  bbiirrtthhddaayy
ppllaannss  aanndd  iiff  yyoouu  lliikkee  ttoo  kkeeeepp
cceelleebbrraattiioonnss  ggrraanndd  oorr  kkeeeepp
tthheemm  llooww  kkeeyy  wwiitthh  yyoouurr
ddeeaarr  oonneess??
I am not a party animal and
like to spend my birthday
with my family and friends.
I have always celebrated
this special day with my
family. Even after coming to
Mumbai for my show, I
make it a point to visit my
hometown, Indore, to be

with my family and enjoy
the day with them. I recent-
ly returned from Indore, as I
had an off day from shoot-
ing, so now my family is vis-
iting me in Mumbai this
time. Like every year, I will
spend the entire day with
them. Later in the evening, I
will be taking them out for
fine dining. 
22))  DDoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  ssppeecciiaall
bbiirrtthhddaayy  rriittuuaallss??
My day starts with ‘Maa ke
hath ki kheer’. I love
sweets, especially Kheer,
and the one made by my
mother is exceptionally spe-
cial as it is full of her love,
which makes it much sweet-
er (smiles). My family also
conducts Rudra Abhishek
(Lord Shiva’s Puja) on my
birthday every year. This
year will be no exception.
Apart from that, my friend
Komal bakes brownie cakes
for me every year and sends
them wherever I am in the
world; it is one of the most
special rituals, and I want to
cherish it forever.
WWaattcchh  KKaammnnaa  PPaatthhaakk  aass
RRaajjeesshh  iinn  HHaappppuu  KKii  UUllttaann
PPaallttaann  aatt  1100::0000  ppmm,,  aaiirriinngg
eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy
oonnllyy  oonn  &&TTVV!!

Kamna Pathak’s birthday
ritual is extra sweet!

Mouni Roy
reveals why
Kathakali is

her favourite
dance form

Akshay Kumar calls 'Samrat
Prithviraj' his legacy project

I t is more vital than ever
for each of us to concen-

trate our efforts and act con-
scientiously in the interests
of environmental conserva-
tion. On this World
Environment Day, &TV
artists Shivya Pathania
(Devi Parvati, Baal Shiv),
Farhana Fatema (Shanti
Mishra, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha hai? ), Himani Shivpuri
(Katori Amma, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Shubhangi Atre (Angoori
Bhabi, Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai)
talk about the importance of
sustainability and conserva-
tion.

Farhana Fatema, aka
Shanti Mishra in &TV’s Aur
Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai?,
shares, “This World
Environment Day, we must
shift from harming the plan-
et to healing it, and charity
begins at home. Electricity
consumption without
thought is harmful to the en-
vironment in more ways
than one! Whenever I am in
my hometown, Uttar
Pradesh, my family and I
make sure that we utilize the
least power possible. Simple
efforts such as unplugging
electronics when not in use,
using natural light through-
out the day, and using air
conditioning rationally and
intelligently could go a long
way toward energy conserva-
tion and an effective cooling
system. The good news is
that the solutions and the
technology exist and are in-
creasingly affordable”.

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai? at 9:30 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV.

&TV

artists 
talk about 

sustainable 
lifestyle

Sony TV’s Superstar
Singer 2 celebrates
‘Superstar Mohalla’
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Paris, Jun 04 (AP):

Eighth seed Casper
Ruud rallied from a set
down to beat an error-
prone Marin Cilic 3-6, 6-4,
6-2, 6-2 on Friday to be-
come the first Norwegian
man to reach a Grand
Slam singles final and set
up a French Open title
clash against 13-time
champion Rafael Nadal.

21-time Grand Slam
champion Nadal pro-
gressed after his opponent
Alexander Zverev retired
with an ankle injury mid-
match.

With his victory against
the Croat on Court
Philippe Chatrier, Ruud
will at least rise to a ca-
reer-high world ranking of
sixth when the list is up-
dated at the conclusion of
the clay-court Grand Slam
at Roland Garros.

Ruud came into the con-
test with a 2-0 head-to-head
lead over former world
number three Cilic and a
prolific record on clay-
courts. Before Friday’s
match the Norwegian,
since 2020, had won a tour-
leading 65 matches and
seven titles on the surface.

But it was the Croat, 10
years older than his 23-
year-old opponent, who
drew first blood, breaking
Ruud twice in the opening
set to nose ahead.

The big-hitting Cilic,
seeded 20th, peppered the
court with winners from
his powerful forehand and
saved all three break-
points he faced on his own
delivery.

But Ruud soon showed
why he is so highly regard-
ed on clay by absorbing
Cilic’s power with his
stout defence in the third
game of the second set,

forcing his opponent into
making an array of un-
forced errors to go a break
up. With Ruud serving for
the set, Cilic had multiple
chances to level the con-
test but the Norwegian
fought back from 0-40
down to clinch the stanza
with a scorching back-
hand down the line.

Cilic’s frustration grew
as the lanky Croat com-
pletely lost control over
his groundstrokes and his
unforced errors soared as
Ruud jumped to a 4-0 lead
in the third set. The match
was interrupted for over

15 minutes during the
third set with Ruud serv-
ing at 4-1 when a protestor
jumped onto the court and
attached herself to the net.

Ruud lost the next two
points on resumption but
recovered to save two
break points to hold serve
for a 5-1 lead before serv-
ing out for the set on his
next opportunity.

Another double break
early in the fourth was
enough for Ruud and he
sealed the contest under
three hours with his 16th
ace of the match. Cilic’s
sorry evening ended with
56 unforced errors — com-
pared to just 21 from his
opponent.

Ruud broke Cilic’s serv-
ice five times in total and
on Sunday he will face
Nadal, who will be aiming
for a record-extending
22nd major title.

Earlier, Zverev thought
his time had finally come
to win a Grand Slam title
but his French Open cam-
paign ended in pain and
agony after he was forced
to retire during his semi-
final against Nadal with
an ankle injury.

Bangi (Malaysia), Jun
04 (PTI): Rookie teenagers
from Nepal got a taste of
slightly elite level of crick-
et as they were bowled out
for an astonishing total of
eight runs against United
Arab Emirates in an ICC
U-19 Women’s T20 World
Cup qualifier match here
on Saturday.

The U-19 Women’s T20
World Cup qualifier, a first
of its kind, is featuring
Nepal, UAE, Thailand,
Bhutan and Qatar. The
winner of this five-coun-
try competition will quali-
fy for the inaugural main
event in South Africa in
early 2023. While the
Nepalese girls had dis-
missed Qatar for a paltry
38 in an earlier game to
clinch it by 79 runs, they
were in for a rude jolt on
Saturday. The match didn’t
even last for an hour with
a total of 9.2 overs needed
for its completion.

No cricketer from either
side had the scope of even
reaching double-digit
scores with UAE’s
Theertha Sathish’s four
not out being highest.
When Nepal batted, six of
their batters failed to even
trouble the scorers with
Sneha Mahara’s three

runs off 10 balls being the
highest contribution.
Maneesha Rana scored
two and three other bat-
ters contributed a solitary
run each. Off-spinner
Mahika Gaur, who opened
the bowling for UAE, had
incredible figures of 4-2-2-5
and her new ball partner
Indhuja Nandkumar was
equally effective as she
took three wickets for six
runs in her quota of four
overs. While the Nepal in-
nings lasted for only 8.1
overs, UAE knocked off
the required runs in seven

balls. With the ICC fo-
cussing on promotion of
women’s game at the jun-
ior level, most of the asso-
ciate member countries
are trying to start their
junior programme for
women. To be fair, Nepal
doesn’t have too many
quality turf pitches even
for quality men’s cricket
and hence these girls de-
serve a lot of credit as they
had already won a match
in the competition and are
at least expected to steam-
roll both Bhutan and
Thailand.

New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI):

South Africa skipper
Temba Bavuma says the
upcoming T20 series
against India will be an op-
portunity for him to iden-
tify players for specific
roles for the World Cup,
which will be held in
Australia later this year.

The South African T20
side last competed in
November at the World
Cup in Sharjah and with
the next World event slat-
ed to begin in October,
Bavuma is keen to mar-
shal his troops.

“The conditions in India
don’t accurately simulate
conditions in Australia. In
saying that, there’s still a

lot of benefit from playing.
Any type of competitive
cricket will be good for
us,” Bavuma said during a
virtual media interaction.

“We’ll be using these
games really to familiarise
ourselves again with how
we go about playing crick-
et. Getting that right lan-
guage that we speak

amongst ourselves, really
getting guys understand-
ing what their roles are
within the team.”

The visitors will also be
fielding a few new faces in
a bid to find an able open-
ing partner for Quinton de
Kock. “We’ve got a couple
of new faces within the
T20 space. Opportunities

will be given to those guys
to see what role they can
play and what value they
can add to the team.”

The Indian team will be
without many senior
cricketers but Bavuma ex-
pects the rubber to be very
competitive. With India’s
major stars like skipper
Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli
and Jasprit Bumrah rest-
ed for the series, the hosts
are being led by KL Rahul
and will feature some new
faces including pacers
Umran Malik and
Arshdeep Singh.

“It’s obviously a new-
look Indian side. A lot of
guys who have done well
in the recent IPL have
been given opportunities.

New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI):
Swapnil Kusale and Ashi
Chouksey drew curtains
on India’s campaign at the
ISSF World Cup
Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun in
Baku, Azerbaijan with a
gold medal in the 50m rifle
3 positions (3P) mixed
team competition, here on
Saturday. The pair of
Swapnil and Ashi beat
Ukranian’s Serhiy Kulish
and Daria Tykhova 16-12
in the gold medal match.

This was India’s second
gold in the tournament
after the trio of Elavenil
Valarivan, Shreya
Agarwal and Ramita
clinched a yellow metal in
the 10m air rifle women’s
team event. Besides, the
Indian shooters had also

bagged three silvers in the
tournament and finished
second on the medals tally
behind Korea. It was also
Swapnil’s first gold and
third medal overall at the
Baku World Cup. He had
earlier won silvers in both
the men’s 3P individual
and men’s team competi-
tions. In the first qualifica-
tion stage played earlier in
the day, Swapnil and Ashi
finished fourth with a
combined score of 881 out
of 900 to qualify for stage
two among 31 teams.

Colombo, Jun 04 (PTI):

Delhi Capitals all-
rounder Mitchell Marsh
feels that it’s a “shame”
that his team couldn’t
make it to the IPL final
after losing final league
encounter to wooden
spooners Mumbai Indians.

DC’s five-wicket defeat
enabled Royal Challengers
Bangalore to make it de-
spite an inferior net run-
rate throughout the tour-
nament.

“It was a shame we
couldn’t get into the (IPL)
finals,” the 30-year-old said
here ahead of the three-
match T20I series against
Sri Lanka, beginning on
June 7. Australia will meet
Sri Lanka in a five-match

ODI series. Marsh over-
came a bout of COVID-19
in the first-half of the
tournament and formed
the backbone of Delhi top-
order with his Australian
teammate David Warner.
Coach Ricky Ponting en-

trusted him with batting
at No 3 as he scored 251
runs at a strike-rate of
132.80.

“Everyone speaks about
him (Ponting) so much
and what he’s achieved in
the game. But I got a real
sense of how much he
cares for his players I
guess that’s probably what
he was like as a captain
and a leader of a team,” he
said.

“I got the real sense for
how he (head coach Ricky
Ponting) cares for his play-
ers and that was probably
how he was as a captain
and a leader of a team —
it’s the way he makes you
feel. He made me feel like a
really important player for
Delhi,” he added.

Stavanger (Norway),
Jun 04 (PTI): India legend
Viswanathan Anand’s
winning run in the
Classical event of the
Norway Chess tourna-
ment came to an end after
suffering a loss against
American Wesley So in
the fourth round here on
Saturday.

The 52-year-old former
world champion now
shares the lead with
Magnus Carlsen on 8.5
points each.

The regular Classical
game between Anand and
So ended in a draw in 28
moves.

The American then beat
the Indian GM in 46 moves
via the Armageddon (sud-

den death) game.
The Indian ace had post-

ed wins over France’s
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave,
Vaselin Topalov of
Bulgaria and China’s Hao
Wang in the first three
rounds.

Meanwhile, Carlsen de-
feated Dutchman Anish

Giri in the Classical game
to pick up three points and
join Anand in the lead.

In another decisive
game in round four,
Azerbaijan’s Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov defeated Hao
Wang, while Teimour
Radjavov and the experi-
enced Topalov won via the
Armageddon against
Vachier-Lagrave and
Aryan Tari (Norway) re-
spectively.

In the ongoing Norway
Chess tournament, the
players take part in a
Armageddon (sudden
death) in case of a draw in
the classical game.

So had won the Blitz
event ahead of the
Classical event.

Kolkata, Jun 04 (PTI):

Tickets for India’s up-
coming Asian Cup qualify-
ing round match against
Cambodia at the Salt Lake
Stadium on June 8 were
sold out within 10 minutes,
forcing the AIFF to issue
more. Chhetri had on
Friday urged the state gov-
ernment authorities to
allow more people than
the mere 12,000 tickets al-
lowed for the Asian Cup
qualifiers final round
matches. While the All
India Football Federation
has made all the tickets
“complimentary”, the
state government has “al-
lowed just 12,000 tickets”

in the 70,000-capacity Salt
Lake Stadium to avoid any
law and order problem.

“They (opposition
teams) should feel it. If in
a stadium of almost 90,000
people if only 10-15,000
what’s the point of having
a home advantage?”
Chhetri had asked.

“I hope they (state gov-
ernment) will allow it, oth-
erwise it will be a chaos
and they will barge in.”

After Chhetri’s reaction
made headlines, there was
a meeting between the
state government and the
AIFF this morning and it
was “decided to open up
the stadium as long as
there’s demand”.

Brussels, Jun 04 (AP):

Denmark stunned title-
holder France 2-1 in their
opening Nations League
match at the Stade de
France, ending the world
champion’s seven-match
winning streak.

After Karim Benzema
put the hosts in front, sub-
stitute Andreas Cornelius
scored twice to earn
Denmark its first win over
France since the 2002
World Cup. Cornelius lev-
eled with a fine volley then
hit the winner in the 88th
minute.

France was unbeaten in
its past 20 matches. It will
next travel to Croatia,
which lost to Austria 3-0 at
home in Group A1.

Meanwhile, Memphis
Depay scored twice as the
Netherlands produced its
first win against bitter
rival Belgium in 25 years
by 4-1 in Brussels, in an-
other group of the the top-
tier League A. A week
after the Champions

League final was marred
by crowd chaos, there
were no reported inci-
dents at the Stade de
France this time.

France was under pres-
sure in the opening 10
minutes but gradually
found the right balance

and created its first good
chance in the 13th minute
through Benzema, back at
the Stade de France a
week after he claimed the
Champions League trophy
for Real Madrid. The move
signaled a good spell of
dominance for France,

with Benzema and Kylian
Mbapp combining well to
unsettle Denmark’s de-
fense.

Denmark managed to
keep the hosts at bay by
closing down space.
Mbapp , who appeared to
pick up an injury, was re-

placed by Christopher
Nkunku after the break.
He had an immediate im-
pact and in the 51st minute
set up Benzema, who drib-
bled his way past defend-
ers and shot low for his
37th international goal.

But Cornelius beat the
offside trap and volleyed
into the net in the 68th.
Christian Eriksen came
close in the closing stages
but France keeper Hugo
Lloris made a decisive re-
flex save to deny his low
strike.

Cornelius then gave
Denmark the win after
connecting with a lofted
ball. He resisted defender
William Saliba’s challenge
and fired into the top cor-
ner.

London, Jun 04 (PTI):

The ever-increasing do-
mestic T20 leagues are
squeezing bilateral ties and
Test cricket runs the risk of
witnessing a reduction in
its volume in a decade’s
time, warns ICC chair
Greg Barclay. Barclay, who
was appointed as ICC chair
in November 2020, said the
world body will face a seri-
ous challenge in deciding
the next Future Tours
Program starting next
year. “There is a men’s and
women’s event every year
and the growth of domes-
tic leagues are forcing
things from the bottom and
... what is getting squeezed
is bilateral cricket and so
we are trying to fit every-

thing in,” Barclay told
BBC’s Test Match Special
during the ongoing first
game of the three-match
series between England
and New Zealand at Lord’s.
“There will be some unfor-
tunate consequences from
a playing experience and a
revenue point of view for
some of those countries
who won’t get the amount
of cricket they might hope
to have and they won’t get
exposure, particularly
against India and to a less-
er extent Australia and
England. So we will see a
squeeze. “In 10-15 years
time I still see Test cricket
being an integral part (of
the game), it may be that
there is less of it,” he
added.

Ruud sets up French
Open final against Nadal

Not Exactly ‘Eighth Wonder’ 

In ICC U-19 T20 WC Qualifiers, Nepal
girls skittled out for total of 8 runs

UAE seamer Mahika Gaur took five wickets for two
runs in four overs as Nepal were bowled out for eight.

Aim is to solidify our batting line-up
ahead of World Cup: Bavuma

Swapnil-Ashi win 50m rifle 3P mixed 
gold, India end Baku WC on 2nd spot

Swapnil Kusale and Ashi Chouksey
beat Ukranians Serhiy Kulish and
Daria Tykhova 16-12 to win the gold
medal in the 50m Rifle 3 Positions
(3P) mixed team competition.

Norway Chess: Anand’s winning run
ends, but still in joint lead with Carlsen

Tickets for India’s Asian 
Cup qualifying round match

sold out in 10 minutes

Shame that Delhi Capitals couldn’t
make it to IPL final: Mitchell Marsh

Denmark upsets France, Netherlands thrashes BelgiumICC chair warns of reduction in
volume of Test cricket in future

Andreas Cornelius celebrates scoring Denmark’s first goal.

Memphis Depay celebrates scoring the Netherlands’
fourth goal against Belgium in the Nations League
match at King Baudouin Stadium in Brussels.

Boy gets voice back after challenging surgery 
New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI): 

A 13-year-old boy, who
breathed through a tra-
cheostomy tube for over 10
years, underwent a com-
plicated but successful
surgery at Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital here.

As a toddler, Shrikant
had suffered a head injury
and had to be kept on a
ventilator for a long time.

The long-term ventila-
tion narrowed his wind-
pipe. He then underwent a
tracheostomy in which
doctors inserted a tube
into the windpipe by cre-
ating an opening in the
neck.

Due to a long period of
tracheostomy and a miss-
ing portion of the wind-

pipe, there was no airway
for him to breathe normal-
ly. The boy had neither
spoken nor eaten normal-
ly for the last seven years,
doctors at Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital (SGRH) said.

"When I first saw the pa-
tient, I felt it was going to
be a very complicated air-
way and voice box sur-
gery. I had not seen any-
thing like this in my 15
years of practice. The
child had 100 per cent
stenosis (blockage) of the
cricoid and tracheal com-
plex (air pipe)," said Dr
Manish Munjal, Senior
Consultant, ENT
Department.

The hospital formed a
panel of doctors from the
departments of Thoracic

Surgery, ENT, Paediatric
Intensive Care and
Anaesthesia to perform
this rare and complex pro-
cedure.

Dr. Sabyasachi Bal,
Chairperson, Department
of Thoracic Surgery, said,
"We decided to attempt
complete 'Crico-tracheal
resection' of the affected
disease airway segment.
This is a complicated and
challenging surgery and

there is a high risk of fail-
ure which sometimes may
also lead to death. But the
child did not have any
other option and the same
was explained to the fami-
ly."

On April 23, the boy was
wheeled inside the opera-
tion theatre. The team of
doctors worked together
for six and half hours.

"Since 4 cm of windpipe
near the voice box was

completely destroyed and
non-recoverable, our first
challenge was to reduce
this gap by bringing the
upper and lower segments
of airway as close as pos-
sible. For this, 'Laryngeal
Drop' procedure was per-
formed to bring down the
voice box from its normal
position," Dr Munjal said.

"Simultaneously, the
lower part of the wind-
pipe was released from its
surrounding attachment
in the chest and pulled to-
wards the voice box," Dr
Bal added.

The most important and
difficult part was to oper-
ate on the badly stenosed
(blocked) cricoid bone.
Located below the voice
box, it is a horseshoe

shaped bone which has
minute nerves on both the
sides and is responsible
for voice and airway pro-
tection.

"We used a system of
drills to widen the severe-
ly stenosed portion of
cricoid bone. We had to be
extra careful to preserve
the very minute laryngeal
nerves (voice nerves). Had
these been damaged, the
child's voice would have
never come back," Dr.
Munjal said.

Finally, re-fashioned
segments of both upper
and lower sides of the air-
way were brought togeth-
er and joined.

The surgery was suc-
cessful, but there were
more challenges. The post-

surgery management was
very important, the doc-
tors said.

According to Dr. Anil
Sachdev, Director
Paediatrics Intensive
Care, Department of
Paediatrics, Shrikant had
a very high risk of airway
leak into the chest wall,
which could have been
lethal. Therefore, he was
kept in neck flexion (chin
locked down towards the
chest position) for three
days.

"Also, he was kept on
low pressure oxygen sup-
port so that he did not de-
velop any traumatic air
leak. He was also kept in
ICU for three days and the
recovery was uneventful"
the doctor said.

New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI): 

Muslim body Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind has filed a
plea in the Supreme Court
seeking intervention in a
pending petition challeng-
ing the constitutional va-
lidity of the Places of
Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991.

The plea said that peti-
tioner advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay has raised
grounds which have al-
ready been considered and
decided by the constitu-
tion bench of the top
court.

Even if all the allega-
tions of the petitioner are
assumed to be true, it is
nothing but seeking a cor-
rection of historical
wrongs, the Muslim body
said.

"This court has categori-
cally held that the law can-
not be used as a device to
reach back in time and
provide a legal remedy to
every person who dis-
agrees with the course
which history has taken
and that the courts of
today cannot take cog-
nizance of historical
rights and wrongs unless
it is shown that their legal
consequences are enforce-
able in the present.

"In fact, this court cate-
gorically held that this
court cannot entertain
claims that from actions of
the Mughal rulers against
Hindu Places of Worship
in a court of law today,"
the plea said.

The organisation said
there is no conflict be-
tween the Waqf Act and

the Places of the Worship
(Special Provisions) Act,
1991 as alleged by
Upadhyay as Section 7 of
the 1991 Act gives it an
overriding effect over
other enactments.

"Further, in any event,
the Places of Worship
(Special Provisions)
Act,1991 being a special
vehicle act to preserve
the secular fabric of the
country will in any
event take precedence
over a general enact-
ment.

"There is a list of nu-
merous mosques which
is doing the rounds on
social media, alleging
that the mosques were
built allegedly by de-
stroying Hindu places of
worship.

"Needless to say that if

the present petition is en-
tertained, it will open
floodgates of litigation
against countless mosques
in the country and the reli-
gious divide from which
the country is recovering
in the aftermath of the
Ayodhya dispute will only
be widened," the plea said.

Efforts on to introduce ethanol in agriculture,
construction equipment: Gadkari

Pune, Jun 04 (PTI): 

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Saturday
stressed on the need to
switch to alternative fuel
like ethanol and said ef-
forts are on to introduce
ethanol in construction
and agriculture equip-
ment.

The Union road trans-
port and highways minis-
ter said the country im-
ports petroleum products
worth Rs 10 lakh crore to
meet the requirements in
the energy and power
sector, and in the next
five years, the demand
may go up to Rs 25 lakh
crore, which will affect
the economy.

Gadkari was speaking
at the state-level Sugar
Conference 2022 organ-
ised by Vasantdada Sugar
Institute in Pune.

"Alternative fuel is the
future. After electric
scooters, cars and buses,
soon we will have electric
tractors and trucks. I am
going to launch these
soon," Gadkari said.

Diesel-based agricul-
ture equipment should be
made petrol based and
flex engines can be con-
verted to run on ethanol,
he said, adding that ef-
forts are on to introduce
ethanol in construction
equipment as well.

Highlighting the need
to shift from sugar pro-

duction to ethanol, the
minister said, The rise in
sugar demand across the
globe is temporary. When
the price of crude oil goes
up to 140 per barrel,
Brazil produces ethanol
from sugarcane, increas-
ing the demand for sugar
from India. When the
price of crude oil dips to
70 to 80 per barrel, Brazil
starts producing sugar."
When crude oil becomes
cheaper, sugar prices will
also come down drastical-
ly, he said.

Gadkari also asked
Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar
to set up ethanol pumps in
Pune, to help farmers sell
the fuel directly.

New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI): 

The I&B Ministry on
Saturday asked Twitter
and YouTube to remove
from their social media
platforms the videos of ad-
vertisement of a perfume
brand that triggered out-
rage for "promoting gang
rape culture".

In letters to Twitter and
YouTube, the Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting said that the
videos were "detrimental to
the portrayal of women in
the interest of decency and
morality" and in violation
of Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines
and Digital Media Ethics

Code). The videos of the
perfume brand Layer Shot
sparked outrage among a
large section of social
media users, who claimed
the advertisement sought
to promote sexual violence
against women.

"It has come to the notice
of the Ministry of
Information &
Broadcasting that an inap-
propriate and derogatory
advertisement of a deodor-
ant is circulating on social
media. The Ministry has
asked Twitter and YouTube
to immediately pull down
all instances of this adver-
tisement," an official
spokesperson said.

The ministry, in the let-

ters to Twitter and
YouTube, said that the
Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI) too
has found the videos in vio-
lation of its guidelines and
asked the advertiser to sus-
pend the advertisement on
an immediate basis.

"Fuming at cringe wor-
thy ads of the perfume
'Shot'. They show toxic
masculinity in its worst
form and clearly promote
gang rape culture!The com-
pany owners must be held
accountable. Have issued
notice to Delhi Police and
written letter to I&B
Minister seeking FIR and
strong action," Swati
Maliwal, Chairperson on

the Delhi Commission for
Women said. "How does
this kind of ads get ap-
proved, sick and outright
disgusting.

Is @layerr_shot full of
perverts? Second ad with
such disgusting content
from Shot," said Rishita,
who described herself as a
social media influencer, on
Twitter. "The ad is in seri-
ous breach of the ASCI
Code and is against public
interest. We have taken im-
mediate action and notified
the advertiser to suspend
the ad, pending investiga-
tion," the ASCI said on
Twitter, responding to the
outrage sparked by the ad-
vertisement.

"When I first saw the patient, I felt it was going to
be a very complicated airway and voice box surgery.
I had not seen anything like this in my 15 years of
practice. The child had 100 per cent stenosis (block-
age) of the cricoid and tracheal complex (air pipe),"
said Dr Manish Munjal, Senior Consultant, ENT
Department.
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Pak’s FIA seeks arrests of PM Shehbaz 
& son in money-laundering case

Lahore, Jun 04 (PTI): 

Pakistan's Federal
Investigation Agency,
which is probing Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and his son and Punjab
Chief Minister Hamza
Shehbaz in a multi-billion
rupees money laundering
case, on Saturday request-
ed the court to allow their
arrest for further investi-
gation. The court, howev-
er, extended their pre-ar-
rest bail until June 11.

The FIA also filed an in-
terim investigation report
against the premier and
other suspects in the Rs 14
billion (USD 75 million)
money laundering case
against them. Shehbaz
and Hamza appeared be-
fore the Special Court
amidst high security.

"An FIA prosecutor
submitted an interim in-
vestigation report in the
court and sought arrest of
prime suspects Prime
Minister Shehbaz and

Punjab Chief Minister
Hamza -- arguing that
their custody is needed
for further probe in the
case as they have not
joined the investigation
and cooperated with in-
vestigators," a court offi-
cial told PTI.

The prime minister's
counsel Advocate Amjad
Pervez strongly objected
to the FIA's plea and
termed it a "false asser-
tion of the agency". He
said that the FIA had al-
ready investigated the fa-
ther and the son when
they were in jail in
Lahore. He said that his
clients had not only joined
the investigation when
they were in jail but also
appeared before the inves-
tigators at the FIA office.

"The case is pending for
the last one-and-a-half-
year and investigation
against Shehbaz and
Hamza by the FIA has
been completed," Pervez
argued. He further said

that this case has been po-
litically motivated which
was instituted by the pre-
vious government of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
with only one aim to send
them behind bars.

In the hearing last
week, Shehbaz had told
the court: "What to talk
about money laundering
allegations against me, I
never received salary and
other perks when I was
chief minister of Punjab
for 10 years or so. God has
made me the prime minis-
ter of this country. This
case of money laundering
has been instituted
against me and my sons
on political grounds as
money laundering
charges against us have
no basis and evidence."

Presiding judge Ijaz
Awan reissued the arrest
warrant for the premier's
other son Suleman
Shehbaz in the case and
adjourned the hearing till
June 11. Suleman has

been absconding in the
UK since 2019. Ousted
prime minister Imran
Khan had questioned the
presence of Suleman in
the delegation of Shehbaz
that called on the Turkish
president this week in
Ankara. Shehbaz and his
sons Hamza and Suleman
were booked by the FIA in
November 2020 under var-
ious sections of the
Prevention of Corruption
Act and Anti Money
Laundering Act.

The FIA investigation
has said that it has detect-
ed 28 benami accounts, al-
legedly of the Shehbaz
family, through which an
amount of 14 billion
Pakistani Rupees was
laundered from 2008 to
2018. The FIA examined
the money trail of 17,000
credit transactions. The
amount was kept in hid-
den accounts and given to
Shehbaz in his personal
capacity, according to the
charges.

People with disabilities participate in an awareness campaign to protect the rivers, on the eve of World Environment
Day, in Kolkata, Saturday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) workers make the formation of swastika during the concluding ceremony of
RSS training programme, at Uluberia, in Howrah district, Saturday.

SWASTIKA FORMATION

Govt asks Twitter, YouTube to pull
down perfume advertisement

Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind moves SC 
seeking intervention in plea 

against Places of Worship Act

CBI interrogates 
two TMC MLAs in 

post-poll violence case
BBiirrbbhhuumm  ((WWBB)),,  JJuunn  0044  ((PPTTII))::
The CBI interrogated two
TMC MLAs on Saturday in
the connection with the vio-
lence following last year's as-
sembly election in West
Bengal, a senior officer said. 

The MLA of Labhpur in
Birbhum district, Abhijit Sinha,
and Purba Bardhaman's
Ketugram MLA Shahnawaz
Hussain appeared for ques-
tioning before the CBI at its
camp office in Durgapur in the
morning, he said. 

"Both the MLAs were
questioned for more than one
and a half hours. They were
asked about their activities
on dates when incidents of
violence were reported. The
interrogation sessions were
videographed," the CBI offi-
cer said.
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Bribery case
LLuucckknnooww::  The CBI on
Saturday said it has
arrested an officer of the
Lucknow division of the
Northern Railways for
allegedly accepting a
bribe of Rs 80,000. Deputy
Chief Materials Manager
(carriage and wagons)
Alok Mishra was arrested
on Friday evening along
with two others who were
identified as Avanish
Mishra and Manjit Singh,
the Central Bureau of
Investigation said in a
statement.

Man booked 
SSrriinnaaggaarr::  A man has
been booked under the
stringent Public Safety
Act for allegedly upload-
ing a video in which he
justified the killing of
Kashmiri television
artiste Amreen Bhat by
terrorists, police said on
Saturday. “Acting tough
on anti-social elements,
police in Budgam
booked a hatemonger
under the Public Safety
Act (PSA) for spreading
hate and justifying the
killing of a woman
artiste by uploading a
video on social 
media,” they said.

Nigerian  held 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Three people,
including a Nigerian
national, have been
arrested in two separate
incidents here and con-
traband worth around Rs
21 crore was recovered
from them, officials said
on Saturday. The accused
have been identified as
Ankush, a resident of
Timarpur; Anthony, a
native of Nigeria; and
Sanjay, a resident of
Uttam Nagar, they said. 

Bear attack
PPaallaannppuurr:: Three persons
were injured in attacks
by sloth bears at Jessore
Sloth Bear Sanctuary in
Gujarat’s Banaskantha
district in the last five
days, an official said on
Saturday. The forest
department has
increased night
patrolling and cautioned
locals against venturing
out in the night to pre-
vent such attacks, the
official said. In the lat-
est incident, a tribal
farmer was attacked by
a sloth bear at Vera vil-
lage in the sanctuary on
Friday night, said
Shaktisinh Parmar,
range forest officer of
Iqbalgarh.

Dacoity gang 
BBhhuubbaanneesswwaarr:: A gang
that allegedly commit-
ted several dacoities in
the Odisha-Jharkhand
border areas was bust-
ed with the arrest of
five people, police said
on Saturday. The
armed men robbed Rs
11 lakh in cash from a
man at a market in
Rairangpur Rural police
station area in
Odisha’s Mayurbhanj
district last week. The
victim was shot dead
when he resisted. The
accused also fired a few
rounds to create panic
among the people while
escaping, police said.
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Girls paint their faces with
the message of saving the
environment, on the eve of
the World Environment Day,

in Nagpur, Saturday.

Kanpur/Lucknow, June
04 (PTI): The Uttar
Pradesh Police has booked
over 800 people, arrested 24
and detained 12 for ques-
tioning in connection with
rioting and violence in
Kanpur, officials said on
Saturday. Kanpur Police
Commissioner V S Meena
said the accused will be
booked under the strin-
gent National Security Act
and the Gangster Act
while the possible role of
groups like Popular Front
of India (PFI) and others is
being looked into.

Properties of those in-
volved in the violence will
be seized or demolished,
said Additional Director
General (Law and Order)
Prashant Kumar.

“We have identified 36
people who were involved
in the violence with help of
CCTV footage and other
video recordings of the in-
cidents. A total of 24 peo-
ple have been arrested so
far of which 18 were held
on Friday,” the Kanpur po-

lice commissioner said.
Among those arrested is
Hayat Zafar Hashmi, the
chief of Maulana
Mohammed Ali (MMA)
Jauhar Fans Association
which is a local social
group. Hashmi, who is sus-
pected to be the master-
mind behind the violence,
was arrested along with
three others from the
Hazratganj area of
Lucknow. “The arrested
accused will be produced
in court and we will seek
14 days of police remand to
interrogate them about the
conspiracy behind the in-

cident,” the officer said.
“We are probing the inci-
dent from various angles
and looking into the in-
volvement of groups like
PFI and others. Anyone
who is found guilty will
not be spared.” Meena said
the police are also looking
into lapses on the part of
the force in preventing the
violence. “The area is
peaceful and we are main-
taining a round-the-clock
vigil,” Additional
Commissioner of Police
(law and order) Anand
Prakash Tiwari said,
adding three FIRs for riot-

ing and violence have been
lodged at Beckonganj po-
lice station. The first FIR
has been registered on a
complaint by Beckonganj
Station House Officer
Nawab Ahmad against
nearly 500 people for riot-
ing with deadly weapons.

The FIR names 36 peo-
ple, including MMA
Jauhar Fans Association
chief Hayat Zafar Hashmi
and his associates Yousuf
Mansoori and Amir Jawed
Ansari. According to the
SHO, Hashmi and his men
had called for the closure
of shops on Friday to
protest the remarks made
against the Prophet by a
BJP spokesperson. The ri-
oters used deadly weapons,
hurled petrol bombs and
took to the streets, trigger-
ing panic in the area, the
FIR stated. The second FIR
was lodged on a complaint
by Sub-Inspector Asif
Raza. Twenty people have
been named in the FIR and
350 unidentified people
have been booked.

Raipur, Jun 04 (PTI):

Union Law Minister
Kiren Rijiju on Saturday
said the speed at which the
number of pending cases
is rising in various courts
of the country is a matter
of concern.

He also said the increase
in pending cases does not
mean that matters are not
being heard or disposed of,
rather it is because the
number of fresh cases is
double than cases being
settled daily.

He was addressing the
inaugural function of the
new office premises of the
Income Tax Appellate
Tribunal (ITAT) Raipur
bench in the Central

Secretariat building, Nava
Raipur Atal Nagar.

“When I assumed
charge as Law Minister
there was around 4.50
crore pending cases (in
various courts). That num-
ber has reached over 4.50
crore and will touch 5
crore. (However) it does
not mean that cases are
not being disposed of but
the number of new cases
is double the cases being
settled. For example, if a
High Court settles 300
cases in a day, 600 fresh
cases come up for hear-
ing”. “It is needed to close-
ly understand this. The
rate of disposal of cases
has increased and the ef-
fective use of technology

is helping in the speedy
settlement of cases...But
the speed at which the
number of pending cases
is increasing is worrying.
Business is increasing
therefore disputes are ris-
ing. If there is no business
then there would be no
cases. In a way, it is a posi-

tive thing but there should
be some solution to the
positive development,” he
said.

Rijiju also hailed ITAT
and said it has reduced its
pendency of cases during
coronavirus-enforced lock-
downs.

Underlining that timely
delivery of justice should
be done, otherwise delayed
justice has no value, the
Union Minister said,
“During my interaction
with judges of the
Supreme Court and High
Courts I have told that we
(his ministry) are ready to
extend all support but it
should be ensured that
timely justice is delivered
to people.

Kanker, Jun 04 (PTI):

Slamming the ongo-
ing protest against

coal mining in the bio-di-
versity rich Hasdeo-Arand
forest in Chhattisgarh’s
Surguja division, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Saturday underlined
the need for coal for ther-
mal power plants and said
those who are opposing its
extraction should first
turn off power in their
houses.

Addressing a press con-
ference in
Bhanupratappur town
here, he said there aren’t
many hydel projects in the
country and there were
limitations in generating
power from other sources.

Queried about contin-
ued protest by activists
and villagers against per-
mission granted for min-
ing in two coal mines allot-
ted to Rajasthan Rajya
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
Limited (RRVUNL) in
Surguja, Baghel said, “The
mine allotted to the
Rajasthan government is
operational, then how a
operational mine can be
shut? Those who are

protesting should first
switch off electricity in
their homes.”

How many hydel proj-
ects are there in the coun-
try? Even power genera-
tion through winds is lim-
ited. We have solar power
as a substitute but it also
has limitations. The day
there will be some alter-
nate arrangement for
power generation, the de-
pendency on thermal
power plants will be re-
duced. But at present we
are dependent on thermal
plants for which coal is re-
quired, he said.

He asserted that the al-
lotment of coal blocks was
done by the Union govern-
ment and the state govern-
ments had no role in it.

Hapur (UP), Jun 04 (PTI):

At least nine workers
died and 19 were injured
when a boiler exploded at
a factory in western Uttar
Pradesh’s Hapur district
on Saturday afternoon, of-
ficials said. There were
around 30 people in the af-
fected area in the factory
in the UPSIDC industrial
area in Dholana, around
80 km from the national
capital, when the incident
occurred, they said.

The impact of the explo-
sion was so intense that
the roofs of some of the
factories located in the
vicinity were damaged. It
took three hours for the
fire tenders to douse the
blaze. District Magistrate
of Hapur Medha Roopam
said that nine people had

died while 19 others were
injured and undergoing
treatment. The factory is
located adjacent to a CNG
pump. Rescue and relief
measures were taken up at
the site, according to offi-
cials. Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath expressed
grief over the loss of lives.

“The accident in the
chemical factory of Hapur,
Uttar Pradesh is heart-
wrenching. I express my

condolences to the fami-
lies of those who have lost
their lives in this. The
state government is active-
ly involved in providing
treatment to the injured
and all possible help,”
Modi tweeted.

The chief minister di-
rected that the incident be
probed by experts.
Divisional Commissioner
of Meerut and Inspector
General were directed to
visit the site and ensure ef-
fective implementation of
relief work.

“May God give peace to
the departed souls and
strength to the bereaved
families to bear the im-
mense loss. I wish a speedy
recovery to the injured,”
UP minister for industrial
development Nand Gopal
Gupta ‘Nandi’ tweeted.

Hyderabad, Jun 04 (PTI):
Biological E Limited on
Saturday announced that
its COVID-19 vaccine
Corbevax has been ap-
proved by the Drug
Controller General of
India (DCGI) as a heterolo-
gous booster dose. A press
release from the vaccine
maker said the Corbevax
can be administered as a
booster dose to individuals
aged 18 years and above
after six months of admin-
istration of primary vacci-
nation (two doses) of
Covaxin or Covishield vac-

cines for restricted use in
emergency situation. BE’s
Corbevax is the first such
vaccine in India to be ap-
proved as a heterologous
COVID-19 booster in the
country, it said. Recently,
BE furnished its clinical
trials data to the DCGI
which after a detailed eval-
uation and deliberations
with Subject Experts
Committee, granted their
approval for administer-
ing Corbevax as a heterol-
ogous booster dose to peo-
ple who have been vacci-
nated. BE’s clinical trial
data showed that its
Corbevax booster dose
provided significant en-
hancement in immune re-
sponse and excellent safe-
ty profile required for an
effective booster.

New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI):

Despite the decline in
infant mortality rate over
the past few decades, one
in every 36 infants still
dies within the first year
of their life in India, ac-
cording to official data.

The Infant Mortality
Rate (IMR), which is
widely accepted as a
crude indicator of the
overall health scenario of
a country or a region, is
defined as the infant
deaths (less than one
year) per thousand live
births in a given time pe-
riod and for a given re-

gion. According to the
new data released by the
Registrar General of
India, the present level of
IMR (28 infant deaths per
thousand live births, for
the year 2020) is less than
one-fourth as compared to
1971 (129 infant deaths per
thousand live births).

In the last 10 years, the
IMR has witnessed a de-
cline of about 36 per cent
and the IMR at the all-
India level has declined
from 44 to 28 in the last
decade. “The correspon-
ding decline in rural
areas is 48 to 31, and for
urban areas it is from 29

to 19, thereby exhibiting
about 35 per cent and 34
per cent decadal decline
respectively,” it said.

However, the bulletin
said that “despite the de-
cline in the IMR over the
last decades, one in every
36 infants die within first
year of their life at the na-
tional level (irrespective
of rural-urban)”.

In 2020, the maximum
IMR has been reported
for Madhya Pradesh (43)
and the minimum for
Mizoram (3).

The birth rate at the all-
India level has declined
drastically over the last

five decades from 36.9 in
1971 to 19.5 in 2020, it said.

The rural-urban differ-
ential has also narrowed
over these years.
However, the birth rate
has continued to be high-
er in rural areas com-
pared to urban areas in
the last five decades.

Birth rate has declined
by about 11 per cent in the
last decade, from 21.8 in
2011 to 19.5 in 2020. The
corresponding decline in
rural areas is 23.3 to 21.1
(about 9 per cent decline),
and for urban areas it is
from 17.6 to 16.1 (about 9
per cent decline).

Jammu, Jun 04 (PTI):

The Jammu and
Kashmir Police has arrest-
ed a Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT)
terrorist and his two asso-
ciates in connection with
the low-intensity IED ex-
plosion outside a court
complex in Udhampur dis-
trict in March in which one
person was killed and 14
were injured, officials said
on Saturday. Additional
Director General of Police
(ADGP) Mukesh Singh told
reporters here that a num-
ber of suspects were ques-
tioned before the investiga-
tors zeroed in on and ar-
rested Mohammad
Ramzan Sohil, a resident of
Halla Bohar Dhar in
Ramban district. The other
two arrested accused were

identified as Khurshed
Ahmed of Motla Dessa in
Doda and Nisar Ahmed
Khan of Bhaderwah.

Sohil confessed to plant-
ing the IED on the direc-
tions of his handler
Mohammad Amin, alias
Khubaib, a resident of
Kathawa Thathri in Doda
who is currently based in
P a k i s t a n - o c c u p i e d
Kashmir (PoK), the police

officer said. The impro-
vised explosive device
(IED) blast took place on
March 9 outside the court
complex in Slathia Chowk
where fruit and vegetable
vendors put up their carts.

Sohil’s father
Mohammad Ishaq Sohil
was a trained terrorist of
the LeT and was neu-
tralised in 2003, the ADGP
said.

Chickenpox 
advisory 

after 31 cases 
BBhhooppaall::  The Madhya Pradesh
Health Department on
Saturday issued an advisory
after 31 chickenpox cases
were detected in seven dis-
tricts in the state, an official
said. The chief medical and
health officers of all districts
have been directed to take
action as per the advisory
issued regarding the preven-
tion and treatment of chick-
enpox, said Health
Commissioner and Secretary
(Health) Dr Sudam Khade. “A
total of 31 cases of fever with
rashes has been registered in
the last one month in
Chhatarpur, Chhindwara,
Datia, Neemuch, Bhopal, Dhar
and Khandwa districts. A pre-
sumptive diagnosis of chick-
enpox has come up in the
clinical examination of these
cases,” Khade said.

Kanpur violence
Over 800 booked, 24 held

Hayat Zafar Hashmi (2R), a local Muslim leader and
identified as the main conspirator in Kanpur violence
after being detained by police, in Kanpur.

Paris, Jun 04 (AP):

World No 1 Iga
Swiatek of Poland
crushed American Coco
Gauff 6-1, 6-3 in the final
to win the French Open
women’s singles title on
Saturday. It was the sec-
ond Grand Slam title for
the 21-year-old Swiatek,
who also triumphed at
Roland Garros in 2020.

The victory on Court
Philippe Chatrier
against the 18-year-old
Gauff, who was playing
her first Grand Slam
final, extended
Swiatek’s winning run
to 35 matches. Swiatek,
seen as overwhelming
favourite for victory be-
fore the start of the clay-
court major, broke
Gauff ’s service five
times over the two sets
and sealed the contest
on her first matchpoint
in an hour and eight
minutes.

Swiatek whips Gauff
to win French Open

Switch off electricity in homes, then
protest, Chh’garh CM tells opposers
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g Law minister Rijiju expresses 
concern over rise in pending cases in courts

Nine killed in boiler explosion at factory

The injured being taken for treatment after at least
eight workers died when a boiler exploded at a
chemical factory in Hapur district, Saturday.

Corbevax cleared as Covid
heterologous booster dose

‘One in every 36 infants still 
dies before first birthday in India’

LeT terrorist arrested in connection with IED blast 

Hizb commander killed in encounter 
SSrriinnaaggaarr::  A self-styled commander of the Hizbul Mujahideen
outfit was killed while three soldiers and a civilian were
injured in an overnight encounter in Anantnag district of
Jammu and Kashmir, police said on Saturday. “Terrorist
Commander of proscribed #terror outfit HM Nisar Khanday
killed. #Incriminating materials, #arms & ammunition includ-
ing 01 AK 47 rifle recovered. #Operation in progress,”
Inspector General of Police, Kashmir, Vijay Kumar tweeted.

Anil Patil 

BBhhiillaaii::  Anil Patil, son of Late
Maroti Rao Patil left for heav-
enly abode on Friday. Funeral
procession was taken out
from his residence located at
37/6, Radhika Nagar and last
rites of the mortal remains
were performed at Ramnagar
Muktidham. He was the elder
brother of Sanjay Patil, hus-
band of Kiran Patil and father
of Akshay and Shikha.
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Bhilai, Jun 04: Under the
aegis of Nehru Yuva
Kendra Durg and Ministry
of Youth Affairs and
Sports, Government of
India, a cycle rally was
taken out on the occasion of
World Bicycle Day. This
event was a part of the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsava
and Fit India Movement.
This grand event was held
at Civic Centre, Bhilai.
Vijay Baghel (MP, Durg Lok
Sabha constituency) at-
tended the programme as
Chief Guest and encour-
aged the youth.

MP Baghel himself
reached the venue on a bi-

cycle. Arun Vora,
MLA, Durg Vidhan
Sabha was present in
the program as a spe-
cial guest. This pro-
gram was organized
in 75 prestigious dis-
tricts of India, state
capitals and union
territories. The pro-
gram started with
garlanding and light-
ing of lamps at the
portrait of Swami
Vivekananda, the inspira-
tion of youth. Nitin Kumar
Sharma, District Youth
Officer of Nehru Yuva
Kendra, Durg and Program
Assistant Aarti Mishra
welcomed the guests with
saplings.

District Youth Officer of
Nehru Yuva Kendra, Durg
delivered the welcome ad-
dress and highlighted the
objectives of the program.
He said that the flagship
unit of SAIL - Bhilai Steel
Plant of Chhattisgarh is in-
cluded in the selected pres-

tigious steel plants of the
country. Accordingly, the
Ministry of Youth Affairs
and Sports, Government of
India, decided to give im-
portance to this establish-
ment and included the Durg
District for World Bicycle
Day rally on June 03.

In his address, Chief
Guest Vijay Baghel said
that the reason for his
healthy lifestyle is cycling.
He used bicycle during his
school and college level and
even today he rides a bicy-
cle every day. He called
upon the youth to ride bicy-

cles for half an hour
every day. We not only
make our body
healthy by cycling,
but we save nature
from the pollution
caused by motor vehi-
cles. Durg MLA Arun
Vora said that in
today's busy lifestyle,
cycling is an easy and
simple means of exer-
cise. Later, MP Vijay

Baghel flagged off the rally.
Considering the enthusi-
asm among the youth, the
chief guest himself trav-
elled 7.5 km with the youth
in the bicycle rally. As a
sports person in the pro-
gram, NIS coach Mohd
Tajuddin was present.

The rally began from
Mahatma Gandhi Kala
Mandir and moved across
Globe Chowk, Central
Avenue, Sect 09 Hospital
Square, Director
Bungalows, Jail Triangle
and concluded at
Vivekananda Complex in
Durg. The rally saw enthu-
siastic participation of
youth who carried tri-
colour and raised slogans
of Bharat Mata Ki Jai.
Patriotic tunes were played
in the music system. Joint
Collector Praveen Verma
also provided guidance and
special support to the pro-
gramme. He conducted a
discussion on fitness and
health with the youth.

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0044:: On Saturday, Public
Grievance Redressal Camp was
organized at Amleshwar of Patan
Block. Officials of all the depart-
ments were present at the camp
and they tried to solve the prob-
lems of the people at the earliest.
A total of 21 departments had put
up their stalls in this camp.
Overall 386 applications were re-
ceived in the camp including 370
applications were of the category
of demands while only 8 applica-
tions were under the category of
complaints. 

12 demands were resolved on
the spot while 366 demands and 9
complaints are pending. People are
filing applications of personal cate-
gory as well as the public interest
issues. In this episode, an applicant
demanded to install an ATP ma-
chine in the Nagar Panchayat so
that the people can pay the elec-

tricity bill in a simple and easy way.
Many people applied for basic
problems related to water and
electricity, which were resolved by
the concerned department.
Collector Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure was also present at the
camp and gave a patient hearing to
the problems of the people. He for-
warded the applications to the
concerned department. He asked
all the officers to consider all the

applications seriously and resolve
them expeditiously. Chief
Minister's son Chaitanya Baghel,
Chief Minister OSD Ashish Verma,
SDM Vipul Gupta and other offi-
cers and employees were present.
Vaccination camp was also organ-
ized. A total of 30 people got Covid-
19 vaccination at this camp. The
Health Department was also pro-
viding medicines and consultation
for other diseases. Under the

health service, a total of 175 peo-
ple got their tests done. Under the
Mukhyamantri Noni Suraksha
Yojana, cheques of Rs 20,000 were
given by the Labour Department to
17 girls in the camp. Battery oper-
ated sprinklers were also provided
to 5 farmers from the Agriculture
Department. Annaprashan for 4
children and baby-shower for 6
women was conducted. A benefici-
ary of Janani Suraksha Yojna re-

ceived a cheque of Rs 20000. BPL
ration cards were also given to 5
beneficiaries in the camp.
Considering the importance of
Aadhar card, a separate section
was made for its registration and
correction work. A total of 45 peo-
ple took advantage of this facility.
All the people visiting the camp
were also provided information
about the welfare schemes run by
the government.

Personnel Offices of Non
Works 1 and 2 of BSP merged
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 04: In order to
ease services and smooth
operations of Personnel
offices of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant, the Personnel
office of Non Works 2 at
Expansion Building has
been merged with Non
Works 1 Personnel office at
Ispat Bhavan. The newly
merged Non Works
Personnel Office was for-
mally inaugurated by
Nisha Soni, CGM
(Personnel) at Ispat
Bhavan on Saturday.

Nisha Soni in her ad-
dress stated that the merg-
er will offer better services
which will make things
simpler. SK Soni, GM (P-

Mines and Non Works),
Laxman Bawane, DGM (P-
NW), Usha Saji, (PO-NW)
and their staff were pres-
ent on the occasion. SK
Soni elaborated about the
benefits of the merger of

the offices. Agencies
which have helped in this
merger include Disposal
stores, L & A, Electrical
section of Ispat Bhavan
and TSD, INCOS and 
Non-Works.

Hot metal filled ladle tilts; four suffer burns
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 04: In yet an-
other mishap at Steel
Melting Shop #2, four
workmen suffered burns in
an industrial mishap at
Bhilai Steel Plant on
Saturday evening. The inci-
dent occurred around 17:00
hrs at Ladle Furnace #2 of
SMS#2. Due to a crane fail-
ure, a hot metal filled giant
ladle fell on another ladle
and got tilted.

Large quantity of hot
metal spilled and splashed
on the shop floor resulting
in a massive fire. Four
workmen, including three
contract workers suffered
burns from the spilled hot
metal. The victims were
rushed to the Main Medical
Post and were later shifted

to JLN Hospital. It needs to
be mentioned here that
three workmen had suf-
fered burns in another
mishap which occurred on

the intervening night of
Friday at SMS#2.

BSP management in its
official statement informed
that while lifting the steel

ladle from Ladle Furnace 2
of Steel Melting Shop 2, the
Main Hoist of Casting
crane No 4 started coming
down freely. The ladle
struck the Ladle car just be-
neath it and tilted. The sud-
den lowering of ladle and
it's tilting caused the metal
to spill and splash in sur-
rounding areas.

Four persons including
Shailendra Kumar (HSW),
Yogesh Kumar Verma
(USW), Sanjay Kumar
Chouhan (SW) - all em-
ployed with M/s Vesuvius
and BSP employee Chandra
Shekhar Sahu (ACT) sus-
tained minor burn injuries.
They were taken to the
Plant's Main Medical Post
and thereafter shifted to
JLN & RC Hospital, Sector-9
for further treatment.

Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union (CITU)
General Secretary Yogesh
Kumar Soni stated that it is
not possible to prevent acci-
dents by taking action
against any officer or em-
ployee. Unfortunately the
plant is witnessing fre-
quent accidents.

It is necessary to explore
the root causes of the acci-
dent and rectify the faults
and shortcomings. The con-
tractors should not be al-
lowed to change the labour-
ers again and again.
Adequate safety training,
information of the work-
place, sharing information
about accident prone areas,
conducting work while fol-
lowing SOP, SMP etc can
help in preventing and re-
ducing mishaps.

Demands of basic facilities and public interest
received at Grievance Redressal Camp

Facilities of vaccination and AADHAR update made available in the camp

Self Defense Workshop 
conducted at Sanjay Rungta Group
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 04: Sanjay
Rungta Group of
Institutions (SRGI) con-
ducted one day workshop
on "Self Defense" on June
03, 2022. The workshop
was inaugurated by chief
guest of the program C
Tirkey (TI, IUCAW) Bhilai.
An overview of the pro-
gram was given by Dr
Pankaj Agrawal,
Principal, RSR-Rungta
College of Engineering &
Technology (RSR-RCET).
C Tirkey gave information
about women's safety.

She explained how im-
portant it is to protect our-
selves and it is the need of
the hour. Further, Sharda
Banjare gave details to
strengthen measures for
safety of women in coun-
try and ensure greater
sense of security in them

through speedy and effec-
tive administration of jus-
tice in a holistic manner
and by providing a safer
environment for women.
Sangeeta Mishra (ASI)
and all member of 'RAK-
SHA' team, Bhilai partici-
pated in the workshop by
giving live demonstration
on various techniques to
protect oneself in threat-
ening situations. A brief
information was given
about 'ABHIVYAKTI' ap-
plication. Concluding

speech along with vote of
thanks was given by Dr
Harish Sharma, Vice
Principal, Rungta
Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences
& Research (RIPSR). More
than 200 students attended
the workshop. The work-
shop was successfully con-
ducted by the support and
motivation of Chairman
(SRGI) Sanjay Rungta,
Director Saket Rungta and
Mohd Shajid Ansari,
Assistant Director.

Rally taken out on World Bicycle Day
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Raipur, Jun 04: On issue
of orders for termination
of services, the MGNRE-
GA employees became agi-
tative and more than 12000
employees have tendered
resignation. It was
through ‘Vada Nibhao
Rally’ that the MGNREGA
employees gave mass res-

ignation and this created
sensation in the depart-
ment. State spokesman of
MGNREGA Employees’
Association Suraj Singh
said that by taking this
step the government
wants to instill fear in the
mind of MGNREGA em-
ployees, but this will not
work.

More than 12000 MGN-
REGA employees on the
62nd day of their ‘mahar-
ally’ issued mass resigna-
tion. Annoyed over the
orders issued over termi-
nation of their 21 Asst.
Project Officers (APOs)
that the MGNREGA em-
ployees took this step and
wrote a black-chapter in

the history of
Chhattisgarh. This is per-
haps the first employees’
organization from where
such a mass resignation
has been made. Terming
the termination orders as
the violation of constitu-
tional rights, MGNREGA
employees burnt copies
of the order issued and in
the rally thousands of
MGNREGA employees
took part.

The regional President
MGNREGA Employees’
A s s o c i a t i o n
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Chandravanshi  and
working president
Radheshyam Kurre in-
formed that the
Mahasangh strongly con-
demns the termination
orders of APOs. It is fail-
ure to cancel the same
immediately that MGN-
REGA employees in such
a large number tendered
resignation. He recalled
that the Congress govern-
ment in its election mani-
festo has promised that
all the contractual em-
ployees would be regular-
ized and no one will be re-

trenched. But the govern-
ment is taking steps just
against this and is taking
termination as weapon to
instill fear among all.

Duo informed that they
have raised two-point de-
mand as per the
Congress election mani-
festo to regularize them
and till the regulariza-
tion process is completed,
the wage fixation of
Gram Rojgar Sahayaks
should be done and all
the MGNREGA employ-
ees should be brought
under the rules of the
Civil Services Act 1966.

Spokesman of
Mahasangh Suraj Singh
Thakur said that there is
lot of difference in say-
ing and working of the
state government and it
reflects its insensitivity
towards the employees.
We all MGNREGA em-
ployees strongly protest
the same and would con-
tinue to fight till justice
is done and added that
this movement and
protest would not con-
clude without any happy
ending.

Around 12000 MGNREGA employees tender resignation

Annoyed over 
termination orders
issued to APOs

Took decision after
holding massive
‘Maharally’ on the
62nd day of their
strike

Raipur, Jun 04:
Challenging Bhupesh
Baghel while addressing
BJP Mahila Morcha conven-
tion the Union Minister
Smriti Irani said ‘Bhupesh ji
must remember that
Congress candidate on
whose support you had
clashed with us in Amethi
had lost security deposit. I
am an ordinary BJP worker
who caused the then nation-
al president of your party to
lose his seat’.

Addressing Mahila
Morcha members at BJP
headquarters in Kushabhau
Thackeray premises, Union
Women and Child
Development Minister
Smriti Irani said ‘first of all
I salute your direct and indi-
rect power’. Mahila Morcha

is strongly standing today as
the shield of the country, she
said, adding ‘I also salute the
women in families of lakhs
and crores of BJP workers
for their support’.

‘Remember politics is a
difficult path but accom-
plishment always comes
only with determination.
Always remember that
while respecting the elders,
do not hesitate to bow down

in front of the younger ones,
it helps in your resolve.
Remember today’s women
do not need any support, but
now is the time to be the sup-
port of all of you’, she told
BJP Mahila Morcha.

‘This is the digital age and
Narendra Modi ji has shown
you the way through Diksha
App that you are digitally lit-
erate. Through this app, two
crore 60 women have be-

come digitally literate in the
country’, she said. She also
said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi knows that
Indian women can find out
solution on their own if they
are shown direction.

Calling upon Mahila
Morcha members she said
‘you see that our Pradhan
Sevak is working continu-
ously without getting tired,
then how can we get tired’.

Former Chief Minister
Dr Raman Singh, Raipur
MP Sunil Soni, Bhupendra
Savanni, Mahila Morcha
state president Shalini
Rajput, state in-charge Lata
Usendi, Usha Tawri, Vibha
Awasthi, Kiran Baghel, Mili
Banerjee were present at the
programme of Mahila
Morcha.

Smriti to Bhupesh: Candidate backed
by you in Amethi had lost deposit
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PAINTING COMPETITION

CECB organised painting competition and in which students in large number took
part. (news below)

The erstwhile Millennium
Development Goals have taken
a new form since September
2015 as the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
became a part of the resolu-
tion, ‘transforming our world’
in the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.  It
has 17 goals and 169 associat-
ed targets, which comprehen-
sively cover social, economic
and environmental dimensions
of development and focus
mainly on ending poverty in all
its forms and dimensions. The
SDGs further encompass all the
key development sectors which
includes education, health,
sanitation, employment, infra-
structure, energy, and environ-
ment, and set time-bound tar-
gets to achieve them. Indeed, it
is a global perspective but it
has its importance at the
national and the state level too.
Furthermore, the goals 6,7,
13,14 and 15 exclusively
address mother Nature i.e., our
Environment in the form of
clean water and sanitation,
affordable and clean energy,
climate change, life below
water and life on land. 

Every year on June 5th,
under the auspices of the
United Nations, the World
Environment Day is commemo-
rated to raise awareness and
encourage actions for environ-

mental pro-
tection. It
began in
1974 as a
way to bring
up attention
about envi-

ronmental issues like marine
pollution, human overpopula-
tion, global warming, sustain-
able consumerism, and wildlife
crime. In the same manner this
year also the World
Environment Dayis observed
under the theme of “Only One
Earth”, focusing on “Living
Sustainably in Harmony with
Nature”. When we contemplate
the word “Living Sustainably in
Harmony with Nature”the very
first image which comes in our
mind is the sustainable human
development which emphasis-
es the need for fairness to
nature and other living beings
for rearticulating human
growth. We cannot develop
unless we reconnect with
nature and live in balance,
cooperation, and harmony with
it. 

Gender and environment
have a very close and innate
nexus. Both men and women
have an association with the
environment in different ways,
and at the same time environ-
mental changes have different
impacts on their lives
too.Perhaps therelationship

between women and nature is
not recent;it dates back since
the evolution of the Indus
Valley civilization. Since the
historical era, we find the pres-
ence of symbolic ideology that
brings women closer to the
nature.However, it must be
recognized that the way in
which women interact with the
environment is the outcome of
social relationships that prede-
termine the specific responsi-
bilities of women in the face of
gender relationships. These
relationships are socially con-
structed and, apart from their
reflection on public and domes-
tic responsibilities, it depends
upon the social and economic
class in which they are incorpo-
rated.Women’s role in manag-
ing the natural resources at
family and community levels
are very prominent and conse-
quently they are the ones most
affected by environmental
degradation. The communities
around the globe show evi-
dence of women managing the
environment with respect to
water, sources of fuels,energy,
food and fodder along with the
forest and agricultural ter-
rain.As we are aware, women-
bring forth 70 to 80 percent of
foodstuffs in this developing
world, even though they are
neither able to own or lease a
piece of land nor secure loans

and insurance because of the
age-old inheritance laws and
local customs. Further,the per-
sona of women’s articulation
and dimensions towards sus-
tainable development has been
evidenced from the high level
to the grassroots levels
through the 1992 UN Earth
Summit, India’s Chipko move-
ment and Kenya’s Green Belt
Movement etc.But in the
recent decades it has been wit-
nessed that women’s contribu-
tion towards environment and
its sustainability has been
deteriorating and the main rea-
son behind it is theover
involvement of their other
counterpart,as women rely
more on natural resources for
their bread and butter than
men due to the fact that they
do not have equitable access to
alternatives like wage labours
and the security benefits these
alternatives provide.
Moreover, due to the existing
socio-cultural norms and pre-
vailing inequalities, as com-
pared to men women face more
vulnerability towards the envi-
ronmental shocks and natural
calamities like flood, drought,
cyclones etc and this also adds
to the increasing risk of their
sexual exploitation and abuse
mainlyin the times of disaster.

If we care about the environ-
ment, then we should care

about the gender.As women are
the dynamic agents of conser-
vation and restoration, in the
absence of careful planning,
environmental projects have
the potency tosustain gender
inequality.However, Living
Sustainably in Harmony with
Natureand reducing inequali-
ties among the gendercan be
achieved inseveral ways such
as supporting mainstreaming
gender in environmental poli-
cies and programmes, promot-
ing women entrepreneurship
for sustainable energy, empow-
ering women through sustain-
able technologies, creating
women’s farmsat the grassroot
levels and developing partner-
ship for gender responsive sus-
tainable development. This arti-
cle thus hopes to highlightthe
importance of women in devel-
oping a sustainable environ-
ment and also its appropriate
management.If our environ-
ment flourishes with richer bio-
diversity and balanced ecology
along with both gender equality
and equity, then surely,we
move towards achieving the
targets of sustainable develop-
ment goals by 2030.

AAuutthhoorr
MMss..  PPrraaggaattii  KKrriisshhnnaann--

RReesseeaarrcchh  SScchhoollaarr--  SScchhooooll  ooff
SSttuuddiieess  iinn  EEccoonnoommiiccss--  PPtt..
RRaavviisshhaannkkaarr  SShhuukkllaa  UUnniivveerrssiittyy
RRaaiippuurr,,  CChhhhaattttiissggaarrhh

Bhanupratappur, Jun 04:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel urged the officials
to work with utmost dedi-
cation to ensure that the
benefits of welfare schemes
reach the target population
besides directing to follow
the instructions of state
government seriously. He
was reviewing the imple-
mentation of government
schemes and programmes
chairing a meeting of offi-
cials at Bhanupratappur
today as a part of his meet-
and-greet campaign.
Deputy Speaker of
Chhattisgarh legislative as-
sembly Manoj Singh
Mandavi, Chief Minister’s
Advisor Rajesh Tiwari and
Chief Minister’s Secretary

Dr. S. Bharathidasan were
also present in the meeting.

Mentioning that educa-
tion facilities and assistive
devices are being demand-
ed by the differently-abled
children, Chief Minister di-
rected the authorities con-
cerned to make necessary
arrangements for meeting
the educational require-
ments of children with spe-
cial needs. While reviewing
the work of making caste
certificate in schools, he
said that complete informa-

tion should be collected
while making provisional
caste certificate, so that
there is no difficulty in
making permanent ones.
He instructed to make
arrangements for teachers
in Swami Atmanand
English medium schools by
June 16 besides asking to
ensure timely distribution
of textbooks in schools.

Chief Minister reviewed
works of pond construc-
tion and fish farming in
Gauthans, Jal Jeevan

Mission, Haat Bazar Clinic
scheme and
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan. He directed to in-
crease the number of Haat
Bazar clinics and give wide
publicity to this scheme
beneficial for rural masses
and to ensure necessary
measures for the preven-
tion of seasonal diseases
during rains. While review-
ing the works of Narva
Vikas Yojana, he said that
people’s inclination to-
wards agriculture has in-
creased. Therefore, the
work of water recharging
should be done on priority
basis. He gave instructions
to ensure smooth function-
ing of the Van-Dhan com-
mittees. It was informed in
the meeting that the num-
ber of children with severe
malnutrition has reduced
by 3 per cent in the last one
year. Baghel said that the
economic activities being
conducted to develop
Gauthans as Rural
Industrial Parks should
boost the income of com-
mon man and women
groups. Instructions were
given to make proper

arrangements for market-
ing of the products being
prepared by various
women groups in
Gauthans, to encourage dif-
ferent types of income-ori-
ented activities in
Gauthans, to promote the
cultivation of Ginger,
Turmeric, and black pep-
per according to the local
climate. He directed to
make arrangements for
water in 08 rotational graz-
ing Gauthans of
Narayanpur, to register
maximum cattle owners for
the purchase of cow dung
and to set up units of egg
production.

The Chief Minister
asked to promote agricul-
ture-related schemes
through cooperative banks
and that loans should also
be given for crops other
than paddy.

He also urged promote
cultivation of black pepper
and litchi in Narayanpur
besides asking forest de-
partment to do plantation
of fruit-bearing trees. In ad-
dition, he instructed the
forest officials to develop
litchi nursery in Orchha.

Ensure that the benefits of welfare schemes
reach out to target population: CM

Arrangement of
teachers should be
made in SAGEMS by
June 16

CM reviews imple-
mentation of govt
schemes in
Bhanupratappur

Bilaspur, Jun 04: Guru
G h a s i d a s
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
(Central) Bilaspur, In
the sequence of letter
dated 09.05.2022 by
University Employees
( N o n - T e a c h i n g )

Association, after compe-
tent approval, permission
is given to hold the elec-
tion of office bearers and
executive members of the
association in the month
of June.

Prof. Pradeep Shukla,

Professor of History
Department is appointed
as Election Officer for the
election of officers and ex-
ecutive members of Guru
Ghasidas University
Employees (Non-
Teaching) Association.

Election officer appointed

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 04: Shree
Shankara Senior
Secondary (SSSS) Urkura ,
Birgaon Raipur(C.G.)has
organized a five days
Teachers’ Training
Programme starting from
4th June 2022 onwards.
The eminent speakers of
the first day programme
were Dr. Jawahar Surisetti
(Advisor to Government)
and Dr. Jacob Sakariah

(Educationist). On this oc-
casion the president of
Raipur Nair samajam Adv.
Gopakumar, Vice
President Mr. PNR Nair,
General Secretary Mr. S.K.
Nair, Treasurer Mr. C.P.
Nair , Principal Mrs.
Reecha Sao and the
learned faculties of school
were present. The pro-
gramme began with the
lighting of the Lamp,
School Oath and bhajan
for the concentration of

the mind. Later the guests
were honored by sapling
by Adv. B. Gopa Kumar.

The first session was
headed by Dr. Jawahar
Surisetti (Advisor to
Government) based on
National Education Policy
2020. He focused on Child
Center Education, future
ready students, uses of
technology as a menu
card, experiential learn-
ing etc. The second session
was headed by
Educationist Dr. Jacob
Sakariah. He focused on
how to develop critical
thinking, problem solving,
developing curiosity, ana-
lytical skills and develop-
ment of language, arts &
humanities. He further
concentrated on “Skill
Required to Work in
Education”, “ClassRoom
Management Techniques”
and ``What Makes a
Student happy”. Both the
sessions were very inter-
active and informative
where the principal and
teachers benefited a lot.

Achieving sustainable development goals: The
crucial link between Gender and Environment

Five-day TTP organized for teachers

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 04: Tata Tea
today launched its latest
edition of #JaagoRe, a
campaign aimed at
spreading awareness on
a cause which is the most
defining crisis of our
time – Climate Change
has been launched by
Tata Tea in the country
including Chhattisgarh.

Over the past few
decades, the implications
of climate change have
been unprecedented.
According to a report by
Save The Children in
2021, if the Earth contin-
ues to get warmer at the
current rate, children
born in last decade and
after will witness more
heat waves, floods,
droughts, and wildfires
than earlier generations.
A similar report by
UNICEF states that ap-
proximately 1 billion

children live in countries
classified as ‘extremely
high-risk’ due to climate
change. This makes it
critical for us to fight cli-
mate change if we want
to protect the future of
our children. Over the
years, Tata Tea’s
#JaagoRe initiatives has
become a clarion call for
social awakening tack-
ling key issues with the
brand and platform, in-
spiring and facilitating
genuine changes within
the society.

Awareness to fight climate change 
p On World

Environment Day

Bilaspur, Jun 04: Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya,
(Central) Bilaspur. It is noti-
fied that in accordance with
the decision taken in the
meeting of the Executive
Council held on 27th
January, 2004, the Vice-
Chancellor, on behalf of the
Executive Council, and on
the basis of the report of
the concerned examiners
and the oral examination
held on 26th April, 2022, by
accepting the thesis submit-
ted by Lakshmi, declares
him eligible for conferment
of the degree of “Doctor of
Philosophy” of Guru
Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur from the date of
oral examination.

Lakshmi carried out her
research works under the
supervisor - Dr. Suresh
Thareja and co-supervisor -
Dr. Akhilesh Kumar Jain,
from school - natural re-
sources. Her title of the the-
sis- was Aromatase for the
Treatment of Breast
Cancer: Design, Synthesis
and Evaluation of Novel
Biphenyl Analogs as
Inhibitors.

Similarly in accordance
with the decision taken in
the meeting of the
Executive Council held on
27th January, 2004, the
Vice-Chancellor, on behalf
of the Executive Council,
and on the basis of the re-
port of the concerned ex-

aminers and the oral ex-
amination held on 12th
April, 2022, by accepting
the thesis submitted by
Tapan Kumar Satpathy, de-
clares him eligible for con-
ferment of the degree of
“Doctor of Philosophy” of
Guru Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur from the date of
oral examination. TK
Satpathy carried out his
research works under
guidance of supervisor -
Dr. Ashutosh Singh from
department - English
School of Arts. The title of
his thesis is ‘Cultural
Contours and Political
Motives in     SAARC
English Fiction: A Select
Study’.

PhD awarded to Lakshmi, Satpathy

Raipur, Jun 04: hhattisgarh
Environment Conservation
Board (CECB) has organized

results of poster competition
organized on World
Environment Day. Muskan
Kumar bagged first prize in
age group upto 12 years while
second prize was won by
Arnav Sah and third prize by
Preksha Singh. Consolation
prize in this group went to
Asin Ansari, Purvi Yadav and
Ananya Gupta.

In 13-17 age group first prize
was bagged by Ahna Netam,
second by Roshan Dewangan
and third by B Rajlaxmi.
Samridhi Gupta, Sonali
Dewangan and Ujjwal Gupta
got consolation prizes in this
group.

Suryakant Nagesh stood
first, Khushi Netam second
and Ritik Paharia third in 18-
21 age group while Dipendra
Agrawal, Devendra
Suryavanshi and Amit Anand
got consolation prizes in this
group. In Divyang category
Gourav Kumar stood first,
Lingeshwar Patel second and
Omprakash Choudhary third.
Rakesh Sahu, Dhanesh Kumar
Patel and Trilok received con-

solation prizes in this category.
All the winners will be award-
ed at the programme to be or-
ganized on June 5.

The CECB is organizing
seminar and prize distribution
ceremony on the occasion of
World Environment Day on
June 5 at New Circuit House
Civil Lines Raipur. Transport,
Housing, Environment,
Forest, Law and Legal Affairs
Minister Md Akbar wil be
present as chief guest at the
programme which is sched-
uled to begin at 2 pm. MLA
and Former Minister
Satyanarayan Sharma will
preside over the pgoramme.
MLA and Chhattisgarh
Housing Board Chairman
Kuldeep Juneja,
Parliamentary affairs secre-
tary Chandradev Prasad Rai,
parliamentary secretary and
MLA Vikas Upadhyay will be
present as special guests.
Moreover Vikas Upadhyay
will flag off a bicycle rally to
be taken out at 6 am on the oc-
casion of World Environment
Day.

Tankamma Nair
Raipur: Tankamma

Nair, R/o St
J o s e p h
C o l o n y ,
A m l i d i h ,
breathed her
last here on

Friday. The final rites
were held at Rajendra
Nagar crematorium
(Ring Road No.-1) on
Saturday at 11:00 am.
She was W/o RC Nair
and mother of Anita
Nair and mother-in-law
of Sajit Nair.

OBITUARY

Winners of poster competition declared
p 250 participants take

part in poster com-
petition organized
by CECB

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0044::  Chhattisgarh is
reeling under extreme heat
before the onset of monsoon.
Mungeli recorded highest maxi-
mum temperature of 47.6
degree Celsius on Saturday.
Earlier, such high heat was not
recorded at any center in
Chhattisgarh. It is believed to

be the highest maximum tem-
perature ever recorded.

Intense heat condition pre-
vailed in Raipur on Saturday
with mercury soaring to 45
degree Celsius. The maximum
temperature was recorded near
Mana airport as 45.5 degree
Celsius. At the same time, it
reached 45.8 degree Celsius in
Nava Raipur area. The maxi-
mum temperature was 5
degrees above normal. Hot
winds blowing at a speed of
about 6 km per hour added to

discomfort of people particular-
ly those working outside. 

Bilaspur, Durg and
Rajnandgaon also remained
extremely hot. On Saturday, the
maximum temperature of
Bilaspur was recorded at 45.4
degree Celsius. Durg recorded a
maximum temperature of 44.6
while Rajnandgaon recorded a
maximum temperature of 44
degrees Celsius. This is two to
six degrees Celsius above nor-
mal. Ambikapur recorded a
maximum temperature of 42.1

degrees Celsius and Pendra
Road at 41.6 degrees Celsius,
which was three degrees above
normal. On the other hand the
weather of Jagdalpur was rela-
tively pleasant. Maximum tem-
perature in Jagdalpur was only
34.1 degrees Celsius, which was
two degrees below normal.

In Chhattisgarh, the highest
temperature ever recorded in
June was 47.2 degree Celsius. In
Raipur it was recorded on 11
June 1931, 1 June 1988 and 8
June 1995. This record took

place on June 2, 2012 in
Bilaspur. Janjgir-Champa also
recorded a maximum tempera-
ture of 47.2 degree Celsius on
June 3, 1978. This year the max-
imum temperature of this
month has reached 46.1 degree
Celsius. It was recorded on June
3 in Mungeli. A day later,
Mungeli broke all the old
records. Although districts like
Mungeli, Janjgir-Champa,
Raigarh experienced severe
heat, there is no record of how
hot Mungeli was ever before. 

Chhattisgarh reels under severe heat
Mercury soars to 47.6
in Mungeli

Raipur sizzles at 45°C

MMaahhaassaammuunndd,,  JJuunn  0044::  In a
closed house in Employees’
Colony in Lahraud in Pithora,
the thieves strike rich by
breaking open the lock of the
abandoned house and ran away
with jewellery and cash of Rs
70000. Just a month back, the
thieves have lifted cash and
jewellery worth Rs 9 lakh from
the car of a rice mill operator,
just 100 mts away from this
site of incident. The above
news has created atmosphere
of fear among the residents of
Lahraud in Pithora.

The family in this house in
Karamchari Colony had gone
out to Saraipali and when they

returned, they found the main
gate lock broken. On entering
inside they found all the items
lying scattered and cash and
jewellery and other items
worth Rs 70000 stolen.

This is second major inci-
dent after a month’s time and
just at 100 mts distance from
Pradhan’s family, the thieves
lifted cash and jewellery worth
Rs 9 lakh from car of rice mill
owner, about a month back.
SDOP Pithora Vinod Minj con-
firmed the incident and
informed that the police is now
checking all the CCTV footage
installed nearby and would
arrest the accused soon.

Cash, jewellery worth 
Rs 70000 stolen



Central Chronicle News

Koriya, Jun 04: District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
here on Wednesday inter-
acted directly with the vil-
lagers by holding
Janchaupal in the Gram
Panchayat Chhindiya.

He talked to the vil-
lagers and inquired about
the implementation of
government works and
schemes and meanwhile
also giving information
about the instructions of
the government regarding
Rajiv Gandhi Rural
Landless Agricultural
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana to
the people in the Chaupal.

The Collector said that
the last date for applying
for new registration and

eligible beneficiaries left
under the scheme has
been fixed till June 10,
wherein he asked such
beneficiaries to submit

their applications in the
Panchayat offices.

He also directed the
Panchayat officials to
mark the eligible benefici-

aries under the Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiless Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana and
ensure completion of on-
line entry by June 10.

Taking prompt action
on the complaint of the
villagers in Chaupal that
the Rural Agricultural
Extension Officer was not
present in the Gram
Sabha, the Collector di-
rected the SDM to take dis-
ciplinary action by issuing
a show cause notice to the
concerned REAO.

During this, CEO
District Panchayat Shri
Kunal Dudawat, SDM
Baikunthpur Shri
Gyanendra Thakur and
block level officers-em-
ployees were present.

Elderly woman
injured in bear attack

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 04: An
elderly woman residing in
village Bagbahar of
Bastar police station area
of the district had gone to
collect wood from the for-
est on Friday morning and
it was all of sudden that
she was attacked by a bear.

The women, who went
to the forest with the elder-

ly, ran away to the village
and informed about the in-
cident. The relatives
brought the injured
woman from the forest to
the village and then admit-
ted her in a hospital.

Relatives of the elderly
woman injured by the
bear attack informed that
the villager Dhanay, 60
years old, had gone to pick
fuel wood in the forest,
about 2 km away from the
house on Friday morning
along with another
woman of the village.

During this a bear sud-
denly attacked her in the
forest. The bear caused in-
juries to Dhanay's head,
back, arms, legs  and due
to which she suffered deep
wounds. The injured rural
woman was referred to
Bastar PHC and after first-
aid she was referred to
Macau's for better treat-
ment, where the woman
treatment is going on.

Janchaupal camp
organised in

Gram Singhanpur
Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, Jun 04:
SDM (Revenue) Namrata
Jain organised
'Janchaupal' camp in dif-
ferent villages of
Saraipali and Basna
block of Mahasamund
district.

It is under the guidance
of Janpad Panchayat
CEO Sanat Mahadev that
a 'janchaupal' camp was
organised in Gram
Panchayat Singhanpur.

In this camp  the benefi-
ciaries from Singhanpur
and villages dependent
upon it viz. Gourtek,
Chuipali, Mohaka and
Gidhali took part.

A total of 55 applica-
tions were received in
this camp and out of
which 42 applications
were sorted out on the

spot.
This included 24 appli-

cations of Revenue de-
partment; 14 of
Panchayat and social wel-
fare department; 2 from
PWD and CSEB and
Panchayat department; 1
from Education and
Women and & Child
Development depart-
ment.

The Revenue depart-
ment also made income,
caste and domicile certifi-
cates in this camp.

The health department
provided free of cost
health check-up facility
for villagers in this camp.
In this camp, Janpad
Panchayat President
Basna Rukmani Patel,
and other panchayat reps
and block-level officers
and employees were 
present.

Solve the problems of citizens on priority: Collector
Central Chronicle News

Korba, June 04:
District Collector Ranu
Sahu in the weekly re-
view meeting of the
deadline gave instruc-
tions to the officers to
make ration cards, con-
struction, pension pay-
ment of beneficiaries
and demarcation, distri-
bution, transfer, account
division etc., to resolve
the revenue matters on
priority.

In the meeting,
Collector Sahu took in-
formation about the ap-
proved cases of pension,
pending payment of

pension and eligible
beneficiaries for ration-
pension from the offi-
cials. The Collector also
reviewed the progress of
the construction works
of parallel bridge being
built at Darri Barrage in
the review meeting of
the time limit.

She expressed dis-
pleasure at the con-
cerned contractor and
officials over the slow
progress of the parallel
bridge construction
works. The Collector
also reviewed the
progress of the ongoing
construction works in
Swami Atmanand

English Medium
Schools in the district.

She directed the Chief
Executive Officers of all
Janpad Panchayats to
expeditiously complete
the works of infrastruc-
ture like repair, paint,
electrification, construc-
tion of toilets, library,
and ground leveling etc.
in school buildings.

Collector Mrs. Sahu
instructed the officers of
Rural Engineering
Services Department to
inspect the construction
works of Swami
Atmanand Schools.The
Collector instructed to
complete the construc-

tion works of the bridge
expeditiously by in-
stalling more number of
technical teams and nec-
essary machines.

Along with this, in-
structions were also
given to ensure all
arrangements for the
smooth functioning of
the office. A.D.M. Mr.
Sunil Nayak, CEO of
Zilla Panchayat. Shri
Nutan Kanwar, D.F.O. all
the departmental offi-
cers including Korba
Mrs. Priyanka Pandey,
M u n i c i p a l
Commissioner Mr.
Prabhakar Pandey were
present.

Players & coach of ESC
Jawanga represent Ch’garh

Central Chronicle News

Dantewada, Jun 03:
Players and coach of
Eklavya Sports Complex
Jawanga of Dantewada dis-
trict were selected for
Khelo India Youth Games
2021 which is being organ-
ised from May 3 to 13 in
Panchkula, Haryana.

Om Baaghi student of
Government Higher
Secondary School Geedam
is representing
Chhattisgarh Boys
Volleyball Team, Pragati
Thakur student of
Government Girls Higher
Secondary School Geedam
and Deeksha Pujari, stu-
dent of Aastha Vidya
Mandir Jawanga are repre-

senting Chhattisgarh Girls
Volleyball Team under the
leadership of Coach
Shrikant Modi.
Chhattisgarh State
Volleyball Association re-
leased the selection list.

Khelo India Youth
Games 2021 is being or-
ganized by the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports,
Government of India in
Panchkula Haryana in
which teams from 8 states
of country namely
Chhattisgarh, Haryana,
Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
West Bengal, Uttar

Pradesh, Kerala and
Gujarat will participate.

Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi, Haryana
Chief Minister Manohar
Lal, Union Youth and
Sports Minister Anurag
Singh Thakur will give in-
spirational address at
Khelo India Youth Games.
As per Girls volleyball
schedule the matches will
occur between
Chhattisgarh Vs Kerala
on 3 June at 11:00 AM,
Chhattisgarh Vs Tamil
Nadu on 4 June at 8:00
AM, Chhattisgarh Vs

Gujarat on 5 June at 3:30
PM, Semi Final on 6 June
and Final match on 7
June.

All these matches will
be broadcast live on
Doordarshan Sports, Star
Sports channel. The play-
ers of Eklavya Sports
Complex Jawanga partici-
pated in the training camp
for Khelo India Youth
Games organized in
Raipur from 25 to 31 May
2022.

On this achievement,
Dantewada District
Collector Deepak Soni,
District Sports Officer
Mukesh Gond, District
Education Officer Rajesh
Karma, Assistant Sports
Officer Satish Srivastava,
Eklavya Sports Complex
Superintendent Rajneesh
Oswal, Green Care Society
India Director Amujuri
Biswanath congratulated
the players and inspired to
illuminate the name of
Chhattisgarh as well as
Dantewada district at na-
tional level.

p In Khelo India 
Youth Games

p DD Sports and Star
Sports telecast the
matches live from
Panchkula Haryana
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Collector puts up Janchaupal in Chhindiya

Martyrdom day of Guru
Arjun Dev observed

DDoonnggaarrggaarrhh,,  JJuunn  0044::  On occasion
of martyrdom of 5th Guru of Sikhs
viz. Shri Guru Arjun Dev the mem-
bers of Sikh Samaj distributed
'sharbat' at different places all
over the city near Gurudwaras
here on Friday. Gurmit Singh
Patiala of Sikh Samaj informed
that the fifth Guru of Sikhs - Guru
Arjun Devji was a well-known
martyr and 'shanti ke punj' and
had attained topmost place in the
spiritual world and his words are
also mentioned in the 'Gurugrant
Sahib'.  Guru could not be
shanken even after making him
sit on a hot iron plate and pouring
hot sand from the top on him and
for his martyrdom he is always re-
spected.  On his martyrdom day,
'paath' of 'Sukhmuni saheb' are
recited every day in the morning
along with the 'sangat' for 40
days. On his martyrdom day, the
members of Sikh Samaj distrib-
uted 'sharbat' and 'prasad' to per-
sons here on Friday.

HOT SUMMER DAY

Women use umbrellas to protect themselves from the heat on a hot summer day, in New Delhi here on Saturday.

Proceedings in offence of bigamy 
cannot be obliterated: K’taka HC

Bengaluru, Jun 04 (PTI): 

The Karnataka High
Court has refused a peti-
tion seeking to quash the
case of bigamy filed
against a 76-year-old man
who admitted that he is
still married to three
women.

The HC said his admis-
sion makes it a “continu-
ing offence”.

“In the teeth of the ad-
mitted facts of the peti-
tioner marrying thrice
and its subsistence even
as on day, the plea of
delay in registration of
the crime would pale into
insignificance, as bigamy
in the case at hand is a
continuing offence,” it
said.

Anand C alias Anku
Gowda’s first wife,
Chandramma, had filed
the case of bigamy and
abetment against him,
his third wife
Varalakshmi, 49, and four
of his close friends and
relatives.

Anand had married
Chandramma in 1968. He
married her sister

Savitramma in 1972.
Anand claimed
Chandramma had con-
sented to the second mar-
riage.

Anand married
Varalakshmi in 1993 and
claimed before the HC
that both his first two
wives consented to the
third marriage.

Chandramma’s com-
plaint of bigamy was
filed in 2018. She alleged
that Anand had sup-
pressed the fact of his
earlier marriages while
marrying Varalakshmi.

Anand, his third wife
and other accused chal-
lenged it in the High
Court on the ground that
the complaint was filed
nearly 25 years after the
wedding. The second con-
tention was that the third
marriage had the consent
of his other two wives.

The septuagenarian
claimed that the bigamy
case was filed after a
property dispute involv-
ing his three wives. He
had gifted a property to
his third wife which was
dissented by the other
two leading to the bigamy
case being filed. The chil-
dren from the first wife
have also initiated suits

for partition against
Anand.

Justice M
Nagaprasanna, who
heard Anand’s petition,
held in his May 25 judge-
ment that the case
against Anand and his
third wife cannot be
quashed as they were
aware of the preceding
marriages.

However the case
against Anand’s friends
for abetting bigamy was
quashed.

“Other family mem-
bers or friends of 1st peti-
tioner (Anand) cannot be
hauled into these pro-
ceedings unless there are
instances to demonstrate
that they were responsi-
ble for the commission of
second marriage or even
the third marriage,” the
HC said.

“The act of bigamy
generally is a triangle in-
volving the husband, wife
and second wife. This is a
peculiar case where it is a
quadrangle. Therefore,
the first petitioner, sec-
ond petitioner and the
complainant will have to
resolve the issue amongst
themselves,” the HC said
absolving the other ac-
cused.

‘Keeping MLAs under political
pressure not good for democracy’

Jaipur, Jun 04 (PTI): 

As the Congress has
moved its MLAs to
Udaipur fearing poaching
by the opposition ahead of
the Rajya Sabha polls,
Union Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar on Saturday
said keeping legislators
under pressure in a demo-
cratic system is uncalled
for.

Tomar, who is also the
BJP in-charge for the elec-
tions in Rajasthan, was in
Jaipur on Saturday to
take part in a party meet-
ing to form the strategy
ahead of the polls to four

seats in the Upper House
on June 10.

On the Congress’ move
to keep its MLAs and sup-
porting legislators togeth-
er at a hotel in Udaipur,
Tomar said, “In a demo-
cratic country, pressure
politics and politics of in-
fluence is not good.”

The minister of agri-
culture and farmers wel-
fare said that the BJP
does not require shifting
of any of its legislators
like the Congress as the
saffron party is going to
hold a training camp for
them.

Replying to question on
the Bahujan Samaj Party
issuing a whip for legisla-
tors who won on its ticket
and later defected to the

Congress, he said, “Every
worker of any party
should follow the party
whip.”

The BSP’s Rajasthan
unit on Saturday issued a
whip asking the six BSP-
turned-Congress MLAs to
vote for Independent can-
didates instead of the
Congress and BJP candi-
dates in the Rajya Sabha
elections.

The Congress has field-
ed Mukul Wasnik,
Randeep Surjewala and
Pramod Tiwari while the
BJP has fielded former
minister Ghanshyam
Tiwari and has supported
media baron Subhash
Chandra, who filed his
nomination as an
Independent candidate.
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Three held  
i Chakradharpur:

Three people were ar-
rested with 45 kg
ganja in Odisha’s
Jharsuguda station
on Saturday, the rail-
ways said. The seizure
was made during a
special drive, “opera-
tion Narcos”, of
Chakradharpur divi-
sion of South Eastern
Railway (SER), it said.
The three people, resi-
dents of Barahi police
station area in Katni
district of Madhya
Pradesh, were appre-
hended with a trolley
bag each when they
were entering the sta-
tion in a hurry to
catch a Delhi-bound
train, it added. On
being searched, 45 kg
ganja worth Rs 2.25
lakh was found with
them, it said. A case
was registered and an
investigation started.

BJP fields ‘Nirahua’
i Lucknow: The BJP

on Saturday fielded
Bhojpuri singer-actor
Dinesh Lal Yadav
‘Nirahua’ and
Ghanshyam Lodhi,
who recently joined
the party, for the June
23 bypoll to Azamgarh
and Rampur parlia-
mentary constituen-
cies. Dinesh Lal Yadav
had unsuccessfully
contested the 2019 par-
liamentary election
from Azamgarh
against Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh
Yadav. Lodhi, a
Samajwadi Party
MLC, had joined the
BJP ahead of the 2022
Uttar Pradesh assem-
bly elections.

Head severed 
i Madurai (TN): In a

tragic incident, a work-
er’s head was severed
when his colleagues
used an earthmover to
frantically rescue him
from a 13-foot trench in
which he got buried
here. The man, identi-
fied as R Satish (34) of
Erode district in Tamil
Nadu, slipped and fell
into the trench dug up
to lay underground
drinking water
pipelines at
Ramamurthy Nager
here on Friday, a senior
civic official said. The
trench suddenly caved
in at the side and Satish
who was near it fell and
got buried alive.
Immediately, his fellow
workers attempted to
rescue him without
waiting for the police
or fire and rescue serv-
ices personnel, he said.

One held 
i Erode: A 25-year-old

man was arrested here
on Saturday for forging
documents to falsely
project a minor girl as
an adult in order to sell
her ovum (egg) to fertil-
ity clinics, police said.
According to police,
John, a resident of
Surampatti near here,
had provided the fake
birth certificate and
Aadhaar card of the
girl to several fertility
clinics in Erode, Salem
and Hosur. The accused
was arrested today
after four hours of in-
terrogation, they said.

Four arrested
i New Delhi: Four

people wanted in a
murder case in
Jharkhand capital
Ranchi were arrest-
ed from the national
capital, officials said
on Saturday. The
Delhi Police Special
Cell, in a joint opera-
tion with the
Jharkhand Police,
arrested the accused
— Rahul Kujur (22),
Munawer Afaque
(23), Kawish Adman
(26) and Dablu Kujur
(47) — from Gazipur
in east Delhi Friday
night.

Wearing mask is not mandatory
but advised, says Maha HM

Mumbai, Jun 04 (PTI): 

Amid confusion over the
Maharashtra govern-
ment’s latest communica-
tion on the use of masks,
Health Minister Rajesh
Tope on Saturday said it
was only an appeal and
masks have not been made
mandatory in the state.

Coronavirus cases have
been rising steadily in the
state for the last few days.

The state health depart-
ment on Friday issued a
letter to district and civic
authorities, asking them
to ramp up testing and ad-
vising people to wear
masks in enclosed spaces
such as trains, buses, cine-
mas, auditoriums, offices,
hospitals, colleges and
schools. But confusion
prevailed as to whether it
intended to make the use
of masks mandatory once
again. The mask compul-

sion had been removed in
April.

Speaking to reporters
in Pune, Tope said,
Although the letter by the
health ministry says the
use of masks is a must, it
is in fact an appeal to peo-
ple to wear masks. No ac-
tion will be taken against
those who don’t wear
them.

Wearing masks is ad-
vised in enclosed places
such as trains, buses,
schools and colleges.
People are expected to
wear masks in such
places, he added.

The surge in COVID-19
cases is noticeable in
Mumbai, Pune, Palghar,
Thane and parts of Raigad
district, the minister said.

The Union health min-
istry had also sent an advi-
sory to the state a few days
ago regarding the increase
in cases, Tope said.

p Tomar on Rajasthan
Congress

Chennai, Jun 04 (PTI): 

Witnessing a spike in
new COVID-19 infections,
the Union Ministry of
Health and Family
Welfare on Saturday said
Tamil Nadu accounts for
3.13 per cent of the new
cases reported in the coun-
try and urged the state
government to take a risk-
assessment based ap-
proach to public health,
without losing the gains
made on the fight against
the pandemic.

Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare Secretary
Rajesh Bhushan in a letter
to Tamil Nadu health de-
partment principal secre-
tary J Radhakrishnan said
the state reported 659 new
cases for the week ending
June 3, 2022 accounting
for 3.13 per cent of the
country’s new cases.

Bhushan said, “A slight
upsurge in cases being no-
ticed to 21,055 cases re-
ported across India and
the positivity rate in-
creased to 0.73 per cent for

the week ending June 3,
2022.”

In Tamil Nadu, he said,
the cases increased to 659
for the week ending June
3, 2022 from the earlier 335
new cases reported for the
week ending May 27 ac-
counting for 3.13 per cent
of India’s new cases.

“The state has also seen
an increase in positivity
in the last week from 0.4
per cent to 0.8 per cent,”
Bhushan said.

Noting that Chennai
and Chengalpet recorded
an increase in weekly
cases among districts, he
said the rise in new cases
in the two districts re-
quire focused interven-
tion from the state admin-
istration.

Advising the state to
continue implementation
and monitoring of neces-
sary measures for effec-
tive management of
COVID-19, Bhushan said,
the strategy of Test-Track-
Treat-Vaccination should
be followed with contin-
ued focus on COVID-19-ap-
propriate behaviour, mon-
itoring clusters of new
COVID-19 cases, adequate
testing among others.

Union health secy to TN

‘Take risk-assessment
based approach’

p To tackle spike in
COVID-19 cases

p On grounds of
delay

About 13,000 lives
saved so far: Kejriwal
New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI): 

About 13,000 lives have
been saved by good samar-
itans under the Delhi gov-
ernment’s ‘Farishtey Dilli
Ke’ scheme, said Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal
on Saturday.

The scheme, launched
in October 2019, encour-
ages people to rescue
those who have met with
road accidents.

Addressing an event at
the Thyagaraj Stadium,
Kejriwal said, in some
cases it becomes difficult
for medical aid to reach
an area during an emer-
gency because of conges-
tion.

“But, under our
‘Farishtey Dilli Ke’
scheme, this issue is being
addressed. About 13,000
human lives have been
saved so far, under this
scheme,” he said.

Under the scheme, the
Delhi government incurs
the expenditure for treat-
ing eligible road accident
victims and gives incen-
tives to those who helped
them.

In February 2021,
Kejriwal tweeted that
over 10,000 lives had been
saved under the scheme.

“People are coming for-
ward to help each other.
You should also help those
who met with any road ac-
cident. To save someone’s
life is a pious act,”
Kejriwal had tweeted.

The Delhi chief minis-
ter, while launching the
scheme, had said that at
least 3,000 lives were saved
during the pilot project of
the initiative which ran
for 18 months.

“The chances of sur-
vival increases by 70-80
per cent if an accident
victim is taken to the hos-
pital within one hour of
the accident, which is the
‘Golden Hour’,” he had
said.

The event at the
Thyagaraj Stadium on
Saturday was organised
to announce the setting
up of volunteer-based
Tiranga Samman
Samitis. “These volun-
teers will be assigned five
duties. No one should
sleep hungry in their
area; no child should be
left out of school; medical
aid should be ensured to
those who are in need; no
homeless should be left in
the streets, and their re-
spective areas should be
clean,” Kejriwal said.

Chandigarh, Jun 04 (PTI): 

The parents of slain
singer Sidhu Moosewala
met Union Home Minister
Amit Shah at the
Chandigarh airport here on
Saturday, BJP sources said.
In the meeting,
Moosewala’s father Balkaur
Singh is learnt to have de-
manded a probe by central
agencies into the brutal
murder in Punjab’s Mansa
district on May 29.

Union Home Minister
Shah arrived in Chandigarh
on Saturday and held a meet-

ing with Punjab BJP leaders.
He will be leaving for
Panchkula in Haryana to in-
augurate the ‘Khelo India
Youth Games’. The parents
of Moosewala, who was shot
dead by unidentified as-
sailants, earlier left for
Chandigarh from their resi-
dence in Mansa.
Moosewala’s family had
earlier written a letter to
Shah seeking a probe by
central agencies into the
murder of the famous
Punjabi singer, according to
Union Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat.

Moosewala’s parents
meet Shah in Chandigarh
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CHILDRENS TRAIN

Children in train guard uniforms wait for the departure of a childrens train in Kyiv,
Ukraine on Saturday.

BRIEF
Pilot killed

California, (US): A
Navy fighter jet
crashed Friday in the
Southern California
desert, killing the
pilot, authorities said.
An F/A-18E Super
Hornet based at Naval
Air Station Lemoore
went down at about
2:30 p.m. in the area of
Trona, an unincorpo-
rated Mojave Desert
community in San
Bernardino County,
the Navy announced
in a statement.
Nobody on the ground
was hurt. The identity
of the pilot and details
of the crash weren’t
immediately released.

First convocation 
Washington, Jun 04:
Vivekananda Yoga
University in the
United States will hold
its first convocation on
June 12 where a batch
of 23 students will be
awarded graduation
certificates. The maid-
en convocation of the
university is likely to
be attended by a host
of eminent Yoga prac-
titioners, academi-
cians and leaders from
the field.

Peace settlement 
Rehoboth Beach:
President Joe Biden
on Friday said he
thinks a negotiated
settlement will be nec-
essary to end Russia’s
war in Ukraine. Asked
whether Ukraine
should give up some of
its territory to Russia
in order to end the war
and bring peace to the
region, Biden said his
policy continues to be
that the United States
will not make any de-
cisions about Ukraine
without Ukraine.

Rehoboth Beach (US), Jun 04: 

President Joe Biden said
Friday he hasn’t changed
his views on human rights
despite his administra-
tion’s praise of Saudi
Arabia for getting key oil
producers to step up pro-
duction. As a presidential
candidate, Biden had
pledged to make the king-
dom a pariah over its abus-
es.

Biden said he wasn’t
sure whether he was going
to Saudi Arabia and has
no direct plans at the mo-
ment to visit the kingdom.
He acknowledged he ex-
pects to meet with the
leaders of Israel and some
Arab countries, including
Saudi Arabia, at some
point. The comments
come as the White House
has sounded more defini-
tive about the trip. A per-

son familiar with White
House planning said
Biden has decided to visit
Saudi Arabia as well as
Israel, likely adding the
stops to an already sched-
uled trip to Europe for a
pair of summits this
month, but details have

not been finalized. The
person was not authorized
to comment publicly. Look,
I’m not going to change
my view on human
rights,” Biden told re-
porters after his remarks
on the May jobs report,
when asked about possible

travel to Saudi Arabia.
“But as president of the
United States, my job is to
bring peace if I can, peace
if I can. And that’s what
I’m going to try to do.

As a candidate for the
White House, he pledged
to treat Saudis as a pariah
for the 2018 killing and dis-
memberment of U.S.-
based journalist Jamal
Khashoggi, a critic of
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman’s brutal ways.
U.S. intelligence officials
determined that the crown
prince likely approved the
killing. Biden, who is
spending the weekend at
his Delaware beach home,
sidestepped questions
from reporters about
about whether he would
meet with the prince, often
referred to by his initials,
MBS, should he visit the
kingdom.

Biden affirms human rights commitment
as he warms to Saudis

Joe Biden answers a reporters question after speaking
about the May jobs report, in Rehoboth Beach, Del.

Beijing/Jiuquan, Jun 04:

China will launch three
astronauts on a spacecraft
on Sunday on a six-month
mission to complete the
construction of the coun-
try’s space station cur-

rently orbiting the earth,
China Manned Space
Agency (CMSA) an-
nounced on Saturday.
Astronauts Chen Dong,
Liu Yang and Cai Xuzhe
will travel on the
Shenzhou-14 spaceflight

which will dock with the
Tiangong space station,
currently under construc-
tion.

The Shenzhou-14 will be
launched on Sunday from
the Jiuquan Satellite
Launch Centre in the
northwestern province of
Gansu, sending three as-
tronauts to its space sta-
tion. The mission will
build the space station
into a national space labo-
ratory, said Lin Xiqiang,
the deputy director of the
CMSA. The Shenzhou-14
crew will work with the
ground team to complete
the rendezvous, docking
and transposition of the
two lab modules with the
core module, Lin said at a
press conference.

China to launch three-person 
mission to build space station

In this photo released by Xinhua News Agency, Chinese as-
tronauts from left Cai Xuzhe, Chen Dong and Liu Yang, right,
wave as they attend a press conference for the upcoming
Shenzhou-14 mission at the Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center
in northwestern China on Saturday, June 4, 2022. 

Dakar, Jun 04: India’s bi-
lateral trade with Senegal
has touched a record USD
1.65 billion in 2021-22 de-
spite the coronavirus pan-
demic, Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu has said,
expressing hope that the
figure grow significantly
in the coming years.
Naidu, who is here on the

second leg of his three-na-
tion tour to Gabon,
Senegal and Qatar, on
Friday addressed an
India-Senegal business
event. “The Vice
President noted that de-
spite the pandemic, there
was a welcome growth in
economic and trade ties
between the two coun-

tries and bilateral trade
has crossed a record high
of USD 1.65 billion in 2021-
22,” his office tweeted.

He hoped that the trade
would grow significantly
in the coming years, it
said. As to the bilateral
trade basket, major items
of export from India in-
clude textiles, food items,
automobiles and pharma-
ceuticals. The main items
of import from Senegal
are phosphoric acid and
raw cashew.

Naidu earlier on Friday
termed Senegal as India’s

natural development part-
ner, and appreciated the
African nation for its dem-
ocratic ethos, as he held
delegation-level talks with
the President of the
National Assembly of
Senegal Moustapha
Niasse.

Naidu, who is also the
Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha, emphasised the im-
portant role of legislature
in the life of a nation, and
said that a strong, effective
& responsive parliament
lies at the core of good gov-
ernance.

VP Naidu hopeful of ‘significant’ growth in India-Senegal trade ties

Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu during the delegation

level talks with the President (Speaker) of the National

Assembly of Senegal Moustapha Niasse, in Dakar, Senegal.

United Nations, Jun 04: 

The U.N. Security
Council approved a reso-
lution Friday extending
the authorisation for
countries and regional or-
ganisations to inspect ves-

sels on the high seas off
the coast of Libya suspect-
ed of violating the U.N.
arms embargo on the
troubled north African
nation. The vote on the
French-sponsored resolu-
tion was 14-0, with Russia

abstaining. The brief res-
olution extends the autho-
risation for inspections
for a year.

The monitoring effort
has been carried out since
March 2020 by a European
Union mission called

Operation Irini, the
Greek word for peace.
The EU said at the start
that it would have as its
core task the imple-
mentation of the U.N.

arms embargo through
the use of aerial, satellite
and maritime assets.
Russia’s U.N. Ambassador
Vassily Nebenzia said
Friday that when Irini
started Russia hoped the
inspections would con-
tribute to reducing illegal
arms trafficking and
therefore promote the
long-awaited political set-
tlement of Libya’s pro-
tracted conflict.

UN extends searches on high seas off Libya for illegal arms

Selma (US), Jun 04: 

A company is seeking to
build the country’s first-
ever remote air traffic con-
trol centre, which could
handle traffic for multiple
airports, on the site of an

old Air Force base in
Alabama, a newspaper re-
ports. Advanced ATC Inc.,
an air traffic control acad-
emy based in Valdosta,
Georgia, announced plans
Thursday to invest about
USD 4.7 million at Craig

Air Field, now a public
airport in Dallas County,
just southeast of Selma,
the Selma Times-Journal
reported. The company
also announced it will es-
tablish an international
training academy at the
site. The remote tower
uses cameras, real-time
video and other features,
allowing air traffic con-
trollers to remotely ac-
complish the duties they
would previously have
carried out in a tradition-
al control tower, the com-
pany said. Remote towers
represent an important
and innovative step in
airspace modernisation
efforts in the U.S., and
I’m excited to see
Advanced ATC establish
its pioneering operation
at Craig Field, said Greg
Canfield, secretary of the
Alabama Department of
Commerce. While the
technology is gaining a
foothold in Europe, it is
relatively new to the
United States, Dan
Cunningham, chief oper-
ator officer for Advanced
ATC, told The Associated
Press. Remote tower sys-
tems are brand new in
the United States,
Cunningham said.

1st remote air traffic control
center in US to be in Alabama

I n early May, what began as
a Twitter callout between a

Bollywood actor-director and a
Kannada actor over the alleged
status of Hindi as India’s na-
tional language fast escalated
into an all-out social media
brawl where barbs and emoti-
cons went back and forth be-
tween Bollywood personas and
the (mainly) Telugu-Kannada-
Tamil film fraternity, the odd
politician and media “influ-
encer” adding kerosene to the
fire. Any analysis of banality
serves little practical purpose,
but this public outpouring of
emotion and emoticon has
brought into sharp focus a reali-
ty that Bollywood has been find-
ing difficult to countenance and
counter in recent years—that
non-Hindi productions are con-
sistently besting their
Bollywood counterparts by a
long mile.

If the success of the simulta-
neously produced Telugu-Tamil
Baahubalis—the first was re-
leased in December 2015 and
the sequel in April 2017—was
noted with admiration and
envy in Bollywood, the block-
buster collections of the Tamil
RRR and Kannada KGF:
Chapter 2, has forced Bollywood
to take note and, hopefully, in-
trospect. “Hopefully” because
the success of the Southern

film industry is not an
overnight flash-in-the-pan.
Anyone who has worked on
both sides of the Bollywood-
South divide--one of the au-
thors of this article indeed has--
would have long anticipated
this inevitability.

Bollywood has always had a
lot going for it—its cosmopoli-
tan ethos attracts the best of
creative talent from all over the
country and even overseas; its
heritage stretches back several
decades; it remains India’s en-
trepreneurial capital. Yet, for
all the advantage Bollywood
possesses, it has been trailing
and falling behind the South at
a foundational level—in con-
tent, production and, more im-
portantly, discipline. The
widening gap manifests itself
in every phase of film-making:
pre-production, production,
and post-production.

Pre-production is the phase
where the planning happens be-
fore the cameras roll. A com-
mon trait among Southern di-
rectors is to plan every shot in
advance, and get an idea of the
shooting flow. For him, a pre-
shoot recce of the location is
meant to achieve a purpose; it is
not an excuse for leisure. Time,
money, and creative effort are
invested in story boards for
every scene. For big-budget
Southern productions, a combi-
nation of 2D-3D animated story-
boards is fairly common, with a
few things elements for last-
minute improvisations.
Mentally, the cast and crew are
prepared well before the shoot,
the idea being to minimize
stress during shooting and en-
sure the productive use of the
available finances.

Readers can study the pub-
licly available clips in promo-
tional behind-the-scenes footage
on YouTube, and compare the

shooting techniques. They
might observe that the typical
Bollywood starrer is rife with
unplanned shooting and “spon-
taneous” on-floor direction,
leaving much to be corrected in
post-production, where supervi-
sion could easily be sub-stan-
dard. Apart from the obviously
visible patchwork, common
consequences are over-budget-
ing and extended deadlines.

The shared sense of responsi-
bility and respectable conduct
in Southern crews might be be-
cause their work culture is rela-
tively grounded. Indulgences
and debauchery do happen, but
generally find expression post
work. If a star wants, say, spe-
cial food, the actor is free to
arrange for his own food.
Otherwise, apart from afford-
able extras such as fruit, every-
body is offered the same non-
fancy food. We don’t hear cases
where a director takes the hero-
ine for a special snack nearly
2,500 km away in a chartered
flight, in the middle of an on-
floor shooting shift, at the cost
of the financier. It’s also less
common Southern “A” grade di-
rectors to abscond and make the
financiers a run around for
their money. For sure, nepotism
perhaps exists more in the
south industry than in
Bollywood, but it's not taken for
granted--star kids are made to
level up and perform.

Even as recently as about 20
years ago, southern films were
disparaged for their over-the-
top conceptualization, tacky
production techniques, and
larger-than-life star actors.
However, the current lot of
southern stars generally aligns
itself with substance in content
and cutting-edge action
through world class VFX pro-
duction. Novel camera angles,
slick editing, lavish produc-

tions, unique stories, tight
screenplays, and sharp direc-
tion have spawned a new gener-
ation of followers among non-
South audiences.

It’s not all doom and gloom
for Bollywood, though. When
demand slides, profit accrues as
costs get rationalized and quali-
ty improves. The need to create
mindful entertainment is being
increasing felt in many
Bollywood quarters. At the
same time, the over-commer-
cialization of Bollywood is now
finding its way into the South.
The same overconfidence and
the lack of accountability in
Bollywood, where financiers,
producers, directors, distribu-
tors and exhibitors fight for
their individual self-interests, is
now being seen in Southern
productions and even personal-
ities--the actor who claimed
that Bollywood cannot afford
him, is one such example.

The bottom-line is that North
or South don’t matter to India’s
movie watchers, nor does the
language the movie has been
shot in--as long as it’s skillfully
produced and provides quality
experience. The real objective
of cinema is artistic entertain-
ment. Of a business, it’s profit.
Southern cinema achieves plen-
ty of both. Recent Bollywood
has had little of either. The suc-
cesses of KGF 2 and RRR
should be celebrated by
Bollywood too, not only because
those movies are well-made and
are raining big bucks, but also
because Bollywood has a ready
template to re-learn the art and
joy of movie creation from its
Southern counterparts.

Dev Chandrasekhar is a
brand transformation spe-

cialist; Dr Farhad Vijay
Arora is an entertainment

media strategist.
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Let the social fabric
of Panjab be intact
Even after the killing of

famous singer Moosa
wala it is the utmost duty
of every citizen of Panjab
to maintain peace in the
state. Even in 1984 when
there were big riots in
Delhi against the Sikhs
there was no Ã§ommunal
tension in Panjab.Also
when there was terror-
ism in Panjab for one
decade not even a single
communal riot reported
in Panjab and that shows
deep binding between
two communities.Prime
Minister Chandra
Shekhar was great votary
of Hindu Sikh unity and
in this regard he had de-
livered statement in par-
liament also. In the same
way when once Indira
Gandhi was advised by
inteligent agencies to re-
place the Sikh security
personnel then she total-
ly refused to act upon
their advice and in her
last speech she had said
that "every drop of her
body is meant for nation-
al integration."BJP had
political alliance with
Akali Dal from 1996 just
to strengthen the unity
between two communi-
ties  due to the nationalis-
tic approach of Parkash
Singh Badal as well of top
leadership of BJP which
now separated on the
issue of farmers agita-
tion.A few incidents of
sacrilege happened in
Panjab   and it is the proof
of strong bindings be-
tween two communities
that none of religious as
well as political leader
spoke anything against
each other.Identity of cul-
prits in such cases is still
unknown.These inci-
dences show that some
anti social elements are
trying to disturb the
peace of the state and it is
the utmost duty of each
individual to be cautious
about the nefarious de-
signs of such
elements.Panjab is a bor-
der state and there is very
much liklyhood that the
terrorists operatiny from
Pakistan may have  in-
volved in such anti na-
tional activities.We have
to keep in mind that
peace had been main-
tained in the state by the
strong efforts of all con-
cerned and have to re-
main vigilant that some
unwarranted elements
may not take benefit of
our peace loving people
and such elements should
be brought to the book
and let us be united and
defeat divisive forces.op-
erating in the country...In
the last we all have to save
Panjab from burning and
social fabric have to be in-
tact with facing all chal-
lenges before us

Yash Pal Ralhan,
Jalandhar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa
@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

Severe water crisis amidst
soaring temperatures forc-
ing women to daily risk
their lives by climbing up
and down in a 30 ft deep
well for scarce water in
MP's tribal dominated
Dindori district. The other
side of our country. Sad!

RRaahhuull  SShhiivvsshhaannkkaarr
@@RRSShhiivvsshhaannkkaarr

Unmentionable insults hurled at Hindu
Gods in a rally in TN. Story camouflaged
as ambedkarites-periyarists-marxists
protesting fascism! These very groups
want Nupur Sharma jailed. But abusing
Hindu Gods is a protest against Fascism!
Incredible. State of secularism in India!

IInnddiiaaTTooddaayy@@IInnddiiaaTTooddaayy

Amravati: 75-km long highway to be
constructed in just 108 hours, to go
down in Guinness Book. The 75-km
long Amravati to Akola highway in
Maharashtra is going to be built in a
record time of just 108 hours. 

RRaakkuull  SSiinngghh
@@RRaakkuullpprreeeett

Watched #SamratPrithviraj
And wow just wow !The
grandeur,the valour and
the visual experience that
it is! Congratulations and
goood luck to the entire
team@akshaykumar what
a strong performance.

IIAASS  SShhrruuttii  SShhaarrmmaa@@IIAASS__SShhrruuttiiSShhrrmmaa

Life is not a problem to be solved, but a reality to be experienced.

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp  

So the term vote bank politics is
now not just part of Indian electoral
political lexicon but also a part of
international relations now as India
hits back at the US! Interesting.

Q uestions remain on the Aadhaar flip-flop as the government's U-
turn raises several questions: Why was the advisory issued in the

first place?Who was involved? The government recently issued and with-
drew an advisory cautioning people on sharing their full Aadhaar num-
bers in a hard copy with unlicensed  organisations. The initial release was
issued by the Bengaluru office of  the Unique Identification Authority of
India(UIDAI), which manages and maintains the Aadhaar database.
Soon, it went viral on social media. The government then withdrew it, cit-
ing possibility of misinterpretation . Aadhaar cardholders, the second
statement said,  are  only advised to exercise normal prudence . Now,
whatever constitutes normal prudence , the withdrawal came after the
notice caused some amount of  public confusion and panic. UIDAI must
develop a well-thought-out standard operating procedure for public com-
munication. This    means    separation    of    roles    and responsibilities
between UIDAI and MeitY as public communication gaffes of this kind
can erode confidence and trust in the Aadhaar ecosystem, a key identity
document to avail welfare benefits and operate bank accounts.  In the
light of the confusion caused by these contradictory statements, it is crit-
ical that the government clarify matters in as transparent a manner as
possible. How safe, really, is a citizens data stored with the UIDAI? What
steps has the organisation taken to secure this data? How often are these
security systems checked? Which organisations are legally authorised to
ask for Aadhaar numbers? Given its ubiquity in India today and the fact
that all manner of institutions demand it as a means of identification, the
Aadhaar card has metamorphosed from its original voluntary nature to a
near-compulsory one. Where its use was originally mandated for people
accessing government scholarships and welfare schemes, banks and
telecom companies are now authorised to use Aadhaar to gather know-
your-customer details. RBI routinely issues guidelines cautioning the
public on the dos and don'ts of online banking and payments     through
apps.    Two-factor authentication is used as an extra security measure.
As phishing is a rising threat, the citizenry is cautioned not to share PIN
(personal identification number) or password with anyone, including
bank officials. An additional threat is the collection of  biometric informa-
tion like finger prints by employers, lenders, state agencies. Unlike UIDAI,
these smaller entities cannot boast of robust security protocols. Theft of
such   poorly   stored   biometric   data   is undermining  Aadhaar-enabled
payment systems. The government must review Aadhaar processes and
compliances of stakeholders, licensed and unlicensed, and come out
with detailed advisories for its users, and its service providers too.

Aadhaar flip flop 
raises questions

T he Naga peace process has reached a dead end with the
National Socialist Council of Nagalim (Isak-Muivah) sticking to

its position that the final solution is not possible without a separate flag
and constitution for Nagas. The "National Assembly" of the rebel group,
however, indicating to continue the dialogue with the Central
Government has kept alive the hope for sustaining the two-and-half-
decades-long peace process. Though the NSCN(IM) has pushed the ball
into the Central government's court, pressure is also mounting on the
rebel group to find a middle path to facilitate an expeditious solution.
NSCN(IM) chairman Q Tuccu in his speech said that the Government of
India's opposition to separating the Naga flag and Constitution prompt-
ed the rebel group to convene the "National Assembly" to reaffirm their
stand. He insisted that the "Naga national identity" is symbolized by
their flag and the Constitution. The Central Government cannot ac-
knowledge and accept the NSCN(IM)'s position on the flag and
Constitution as it cannot commit anything that is not mandated by the
Indian Constitution or outside its framework. Besides, the Government
of India conceding to the use of a separate political flag by the Nagas
will amount to recognizing Nagaland and adjacent Naga-inhabited areas
in Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh to be "sovereign" for which
there is no scope in Indian Constitution, and it would also undermine
India's sovereignty. Any peace agreement signed by the Central
Government with an organization outside the purview of the Indian
Constitution will have no constitutional validity and the NSCN(IM) rec-
ognizing these ground realities is critical to finding a meeting point and
ending the impasse. Unless there is consensus between the Central gov-
ernment and the NSCN(IM) over the interpretation of the Framework
Agreement signed in 2015, mere resumption of dialogue is not going to
cut much ice and end the deadlock. Sincere efforts by both sides over
the past 25 years of the ceasefire to hammer out a lasting and hon-
ourable solution to the intractable Naga political issue must not be al-
lowed to go waste and dialogue must continue with an innovative ap-
proach and with the spirit of finding a common meeting point. The
Working Committee of the Naga National Political Groups, with whom
the Central government concluded parallel peace talks, is ready to sign
the final agreement, but the Central government has made it clear that
there will be only a single peace accord to be signed with all Naga rebel
groups. It is a pragmatic decision by the Central government as signing
a peace accord, leaving out any organization will only keep alive the
Naga insurgency instead of bringing an end to it. The Central govern-
ment cannot ignore the political message conveyed by the emergency
"National Assembly" and is expected to come up with a calibrated re-
sponse. However, the lack of transparency over the issue on which the
two sides have already reached a consensus has allowed the room for the
issue of the flag and the constitution to get prominence and eclipse the
progress made in peace talks. Informing the Naga people, who are key
stakeholders in the peace process, about the consensus already reached
will give them a sense of the progress made and weigh it with the con-
tentious issue of flag and constitution to articulate their views as to what
needs to be done to end the deadlock and expedite the final peace ac-
cord. They cannot be expected to voice a strong opinion on this con-
tentious issue without knowing details of other issues that were put on
the peace table and if any consensus has been reached on those issues.
Taking the people of Manipur, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh and govern-
ments in these states into confidence is also important as NSCN(IM) has
been laying claims over Naga-inhabited areas in these states adjacent to
Nagaland. Keeping people in the dark will only trigger more speculations
which are unwarranted. The Central government, as well as state gov-
ernments in these states allaying apprehension among people over the
final Naga peace accord, is vital to sustainable peace in the northeast re-
gion. Efforts by the Nagaland government through the Core Committee
on Naga Political Issue constituted to facilitate an expeditious solution
are laudable and the committee continuing its role as facilitator is crucial
for the Central government and the NSCN(IM) to stay engaged around
the peace table and prevent derailment of the ongoing peace process by
contentious issues. With about eight months to go for election to
Nagaland Assembly, the clamour for a "solution before the election" may
grow louder in the coming days. Delay in the signing of the final peace
accord not only creates a political uncertainty it will also push ordinary
Naga people to live in uncertainty and continue to be subjected to multi-
ple extortions by rebel groups. Permanent peace and progress will con-
tinue to be elusive in Naga-inhabited areas if the deadlock continues and
talks are not resumed to resolve the contentious issues.

Stalemate in Naga 
peace process
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Rag pickers look for recyclable materials as greater adjutant storks perch at the Boragaon garbage dumping site, in
Guwahati, Saturday, a day ahead of the World Environment Day.

Lessons for stagnant Bollywood from South’s box-office surge

AArrsshhiiaa  MMaalliikk@@aarrsshhiiaauunniiss

This is their so called Azadi, approaching
like a coward,face mask,attacking a fam-
ily man earning his bread &butter,among
majority Muslims. Not fighting on a bat-
tlefield soldier to soldier but murdering
unarmed civilians in a proxy guerrilla
war! Shabash! Thoo on your Azadi!

RAG PICKERS ON WORK

DEV CHANDRASEKHAR AND
DR FARHAD VIJAY ARORA



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  SUNDAY, JUNE  05,  2022

BRIEF

Appointment

New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has appoint-
ed A Manimekhalai as
managing director of
Union Bank of India
and Swarup Kumar
Saha as head of
Punjab & Sind Bank.
The notifications in
this regard were is-
sued by the
Department of
Financial Services
earlier in the day,
sources said. Canara
Bank executive direc-
tor Manimekhalai re-
placed Rajkiran Rai G,
who retired on May 31
after a five-year stint.

RBI penalty 
Mumbai: The Reserve
Bank on Friday said it
has imposed a penalty
of Rs 27.5 lakh on
Punjab & Sind Bank
for non-compliance
with certain directions
issued by it on ‘exter-
nal benchmark-based
lending’. A statutory
examination of Punjab
& Sind Bank revealed
non-compliance with
the directions, inter-
alia, to the extent the
bank linked certain
floating rate retail
loans and floating rate
loans to micro and
small enterprises, ex-
tended by it after
October 1, 2019, to
MCLR instead of an ex-
ternal benchmark,
RBI said.

Workforce cut

New York: Tesla
shares tumbled about
9% Friday on a report
that CEO Elon Musk
is considering laying
off 10% of the compa-
ny’s workers, as well
as new questions from
U.S. regulators over
complaints of the elec-
tric vehicles braking
for no reason. In an
email Thursday to
Tesla executives titled
pause all hiring world-
wide,” Musk wrote
that he had a super
bad feeling about the
economy and that the
company needed to
cut staff, Reuters re-
ported. Tesla had
around 100,00 employ-
ees worldwide accord-
ing to recent regulato-
ry filings, including
its subsidiaries.

Knowledge sharing 
New Delhi: The fi-
nance ministry is
launching a platform
under the Indian
Development and
Economic Assistance
Scheme (IDEAS) for
sharing knowledge
with partner nations.
The new platform is
being launched dur-
ing Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav which will
serve as a harbinger
of this new era of de-
velopment coopera-
tion, the ministry said
in a series of tweets.
“The platform has
been developed in col-
laboration with
@IndiaEximBank and
@MEAIndia to offer a
dynamic performance
monitoring system for
#IDEAS & is an in-
signia of India’s com-
mitment as
#VishwaGuruBharat,
” it said.

EXHIBITION VISIT

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, UP CM Yogi Adityanath and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh during their visit
to an exhibition, in Kanpur. 

MMuummbbaaii,,  JJuunn  0044::  

The Reserve Bank is expect-
ed to go for another rate hike
of 0.40 per cent at the sched-
uled review of the monetary
policy next week, a foreign
brokerage said on Friday. The
central bank’s rate setting
panel will follow it up with a
0.35 per cent hike in rates at
the next review in August, or
make it into a 0.50 per cent
hike next week and a 0.25 per
cent increase in August, to
make the total quantum of rate
hikes at 0.75 per cent, the
report by Bofa Securities said.

On May 4, the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) hiked rates by
0.40 per cent, and Governor
Shaktikanta Das has already
called a rate hike at the forth-
coming review as a “no brain-
er” given the pressure to main-
tain its core mandate of infla-
tion in the targeted band of
under 6 per cent. The report
from the brokerage said it sees
the headline inflation for May

to come at 7.1 per cent due to
a sharp increase in tomato
prices. While mentioning
about measures like the excise
duty cuts on fuel products,
duty free imports of crude soy-
abean and sunflower oil and
cut in ATF prices, the report
said such moves will help avoid
a runaway increase in infla-
tion. However, it said the con-
sumer price inflation will aver-
age 6.8 per cent — much above
the RBI’s tolerance limit of 6
per cent — in FY23.

The central bank will itself
do an upward revision of its
estimate to 6.5 per cent in
FY23 from the present 5.7 per
cent, it added. “... we expect
the RBI MPC to hike policy
repo rate by 0.40 per cent in
June and 0.35 per cent in
August. 

We must highlight that for
the sake standardised steps,
the chances of delivering a
0.50+0.25 per cent hike combi-
nation is quite high too,” the
report said. The key thing is

that RBI MPC exits ultra-
accommodation by August and
takes policy repo rate to the
pre-pandemic level of 5.15 per
cent, it said, adding that if
inflation continues to be high
after that, the RBI will take the
repo rate to 5.65 per cent by
end of FY23.

The brokerage said it also
sees another 0.50 per cent hike
in the Cash Reserve Ratio
(CRR) or the ratio of demand
deposits parked by lenders
with the RBI without any
return, as the central bank
moves to normalise liquidity
conditions by withdrawing
excess stock. 

It can be noted that the RBI
had hiked the CRR by 0.50 per
cent to 4 per cent on May 4 to
suck out Rs 87,000 crore of liq-
uidity from the system. On the
growth front, the brokerage
retained its estimate of a 7.4
per cent expansion in the real
GDP for FY23, and added that
the RBI will also maintain its
7.2 per cent estimate.

RBI to go for another 
0.40 pc hike in rates: Report

At next week’s policy review meet

New Delhi, Jun 04: To
address the country’s en-
ergy demand which is set
to double by 2040, thermal
coal requirement would go
up to around 1,500 million
tonnes in the next 18 years,
Coal Minister Pralhad
Joshi said on Saturday.
The minister added that
there was a need to be con-
scious about the environ-
ment and keep in mind the
sustainable mining goals.

“While the expected
electricity generation by
2040 would be approxi-
mately 3000 billion units,
India’s energy demand
was set to double by 2040.
To cater to this demand,
thermal coal demand by
2040 would increase to ap-
proximately 1500 million
tonnes,” the minister said.

Though best efforts are
being made to balance the
dependence on coal and
lignite with development
of renewables, the transi-
tion to green energy will
mostly be gradual, Joshi
said during his maiden
visit to NLC India Ltd at
Neyeli. NLC India, in a
statement, said that Joshi
emphasised on the impor-
tance of coal in the coun-
try’s energy security today.

Thermal coal demand to
increase to around 1,500 MT

by 2040: Joshi
New Delhi, Jun 04: 

The government will
take strict action against
exporters who are trying
to ship or have shipped
wheat by submitting back-
dated and improper docu-
ments following the ban
on exports of the crop,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
said. On May 13, the gov-
ernment banned wheat ex-
ports to control domestic
prices. However, it allowed
shipments for exporters
who have valid irrevocable
letters of credit (LCs) is-
sued on or before May 13.

The commerce ministry
has tightened the norms
for obtaining registration
certificates for wheat ex-
ports with a view to curb-

ing fraudulent practices
such as submission of im-
proper documents by
traders.

Exporters have to sub-
mit the message exchange
date with foreign banks
along with a valid irrevo-
cable letter of credit, is-
sued on or before May 13,
to obtain registration of
contracts (RC) to ship
their consignments.

Govt will take strict action
against wheat exporters: Goyal

Who submit back-dated documents New Delhi, Jun 04:

Markets regulator Sebi
on Friday allowed
Infrastructure Investment
Trusts (InvITs) and Real
Estate Investment Trusts
(REITs) to conduct annual
meetings of their
unitholders and other
meetings through video-
conferencing and other
audio-visual means till the
end of December.

The circular came after
Sebi received representa-
tions from REITs/InvITs
to further extend the facil-
ity to conduct annual
meetings and other meet-
ings of unitholders
through Video-
Conferencing (VC) or
through Other Audio-
Visual Means (OAVM).
Besides, the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs (MCA),

last month, extended the
facility of holding AGMs
and EGMs through
VC/OAVM till December
31, 2022.

“Accordingly, it has
been decided to extend the
facility to conduct annual
meetings of unitholders
in terms... of Sebi (REIT)
Regulation...Sebi (InvIT)
Regulations... and meet-
ings other than annual
meeting, through VC or
OAVM till December 31,
2022,” the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) said in a circular.
For conducting such meet-
ings, they need to comply
with the procedure pre-
scribed by the regulator.
Among other require-
ments, recorded tran-
scripts of the meetings
held through VC or OAVM
should be maintained in

the safe custody of the in-
vestment managers of
InvIT or managers of the
REIT.

Also, InvITs and REITs
are required to upload the
transcripts on their re-
spective websites as soon
as possible after the con-
clusion of the meetings.

In addition, the conven-
ience of different persons
positioned in different
time zones need to be kept
in mind before scheduling
the meeting. Before the ac-
tual date of the meeting,
the facility of remote e-
voting needs to be provid-
ed, among others, as per
Sebi.

REITs and InvITs are
relatively new investment
instruments in the Indian
context but are extremely
popular in the global mar-
kets.

Sebi allows virtual annual meetings
for InvITs, REITs till end of Dec

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  JJuunn  0044::  

India’s eco-friendly miner,
NMDC celebrated the World
Environment Day 2022 on the
keynote of ‘Only One Earth’ at
its Head Office in Hyderabad
today. Mukesh Khare,
Professor at the Indian
Institute of Technology, Delhi
was the Chief Guest for the
event with Vineet Pandey,
CVO, NMDC as the Guest of
Honour. NMDC’s ED
(Production and Safety) B.
Sahoo, ED (Commercial) A.K.
Padhy, CGM (Resource
Planning and Environment) M.
Jayapal Reddy and senior offi-
cials were also present. 

A global environment
expert and among the top
researchers on air pollution
concerns in India, Professor
Khare praised NMDC’s vision
on Sustainable Mining
Objectives of the company and
said, “The mining major’s
decades of commitment

towards the environment and
the community is building a
robust ESG framework. In the
future, the miners and engi-
neers should look at an eco-
nomic, engineering efficient,
and ecology conscious
approach to mining.” 

NMDC has built a sturdy
afforestation programme and
has planted over 3.0 million
trees in and around its proj-
ects. Reiterating NMDC’s
resolve towards reforestation,
Vineet Pandey said, “We mine
in ecologically sensitive areas
and it is our duty to restore

the mines back to their natural
state. The theme ‘Only One
Earth’ has been relevant for 50
years and will continue to find
relevance in our future.” 

NMDC’s mining complexes
have earned a 5 Star Rating
from the Indian Bureau of
Mines for their responsible
mine and resource planning.
Contributing to the
Government of India’s push
towards Green initiatives, the
company has invested in
renewable power generation,
practices zero-waste mining,
and is laying a 15 MTPA slurry

pipeline for environment-
friendly ore transport. 

Wishing his employees a
happy Environment Day,
NMDC CMD Sumit Deb said,
“The phrase ‘Eco-Friendly
Mining’ is typically an oxy-
moron but we have been able
to transcend this with environ-
ment conservation at the core
of our business. With being
the largest iron ore producer
of India, NMDC plays a pivotal
role in embracing and advo-
cating eco-friendly mining.” 

On the occasion of World
Environment Day 2022, B.
Sahoo led the employees to
take an oath to contribute to
environment conservation and
healing. NMDC employees
received Jute Bags, Clay
Bottles, Biodegradable Pens,
and plants. The Environment
Department of NMDC also
conducted essay writing and
elocution competitions on
May 23, 2022 and the winners
were felicitated today.

NMDC- the eco-friendly miner celebrates World Environment Day-2022

New Delhi, Jun 04:

Riding on the back of
surge in global energy
prices, state-owned Oil
and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC)
should have a solid base to
increase investments over
the next 12-18 months on
account of healthy earn-
ings, S&P Global Ratings
said on Friday.

“Improved cash flow
continues to support the
rating” of ONGC, it said in
a statement. While ONGC
gets price equivalent to in-
ternational oil rates for
the crude oil it produces
from fields such as
Mumbai High, the govern-
ment fixed price of natu-
ral gas based on a formula
that factors in global in-
dices. While oil prices are

hovering at multi-year
high, gas prices for ONGC
too have risen to best ever
rate of USD 6.1 per million
British thermal unit.

“ONGC will direct more
than 60 per cent of its im-
proved cash flows to capi-
tal investments over the
next few years. We expect
the company to spend Rs
55,000-60,000 crore in fiscal
2023 (ending March 31,
2023) compared with less
than Rs 45,000 crore that it
has spent annually for the
past two years in view of
challenging business con-
ditions,” it said.

Of this, ONGC intends
to spend Rs 31,000 crore
over the next three years
on exploration activities,
compared with close to Rs
21,000 crore for the last
three years. “This in-

crease will offset the de-
cline in the company’s re-
cent production to 43.4 mil-
lion tonne of oil equiva-
lent (mmtoe) in fiscal 2022
from 48.25 mmtoe in fiscal
2020. We anticipate these
investments will also aid
earnings resilience if
prices start to decline,”
S&P said.

ONGC is also likely to
maintain healthy dividend
distribution to sharehold-
ers, it said. “The company
paid about Rs 13,000 crore
in dividends in fiscal 2022,
equivalent to about 30 per
cent of its free operating
cash flows. ONGC has
shown good flexibility in
the past when it scaled
back dividends to about Rs
3,000 crore in fiscal 2021
due to the challenging
business conditions.

Solid cash flow to support 
ONGC’s higher investments: S&P

Mumbai, Jun 04:

Stay engaged with a
new hobby this season
and discover your inner
creativity with ‘Hobby
Store’ on Amazon.in
starting today with a
host of exciting offers
and deals on books,
sports, car and bike ac-
cessories, home improve-
ment, gardening essen-
tials, toys and much
more. Customers can
enjoy savings, cashback
benefits, and an addition-
al 10% off on a min
transaction of INR 5000
using Kotak Bank credit
card and credit card EMI.

They can explore prod-
ucts across popular
brands such as Yonex,
Hero Cycles, Vega, Itsy
Bitsy, Robocraze, Royal
Enfield Apparel and
much more. The offers

and deals available dur-
ing the ‘Hobby Store’ are
applicable till June 10,
2022.

Here are some of the
offers by participating
sellers  Handpicked
Sports Products  Nivia
Storm Football available
at Rs 429 approximately.
Speed Up Carbon
Ploymer Cricket Bat  at
Rs 399.

Take care of your vehi-
cle at home Bosch
Aquatak 125 1500-Watt
High Pressure Washer  at
Rs 10,608 approximately.
Black Decker GL350-GB
350-Watt Strimmer  avail-
able at Rs 3,699.

Tools for a DIY project
Black + Decker KX1800
Dual Temperature High
Speed Heat Gun at Rs
1239 and Taparia
Screwdriver Set with
Bulb –  at Rs 225.

Discover creativity with
Hobby Store on Amazon.in

New Delhi, Jun 04: 

TVS Motor Company
aims to build a “sustained
dominant play” in the
electric vehicle segment
by leveraging various gov-
ernment initiatives like
production-linked incen-
tive scheme, among oth-
ers. As per its annual re-
port for 2021-22, the com-
pany has robust plans to
scale up its play in the
electric segment.

“The PLI (Production-
Linked Incentive) and
FAME II (Faster Adoption
and Manufacturing of
Hybrid and Electric
Vehicles) initiatives of the
government will be fully
leveraged by the company
and strategically build a
sustained dominant play
in this segment,” it said.
The industry is slated to

grow rapidly and the com-
pany has robust plans for
this segment, it added.

“In addition, with the
strategic association with
BMW, the company will
be exploring the joint de-
sign and development of
urban EV options for the
global markets,” TVS
Motor Company stated.
The company has created
a dedicated vertical for
EV segment with over 600
engineers and adopted the
Centres of Competency
(COCs) with an agile
working approach.

TVS sold more than
10,000 EVs in 2021-22.
Overall, the company said
it expects to outperform
the industry in terms of
sales growth on the back
of new product launches
and economic activity
once again gathering

pace.
“Due to the strong prod-

uct line-up, unwavering
focus on consumer, quali-
ty, cost and the strong new
launches, the company is
confident about outper-
forming the industry, in-
spite of the global chal-
lenges and a tough busi-
ness environment,” it said
in the annual report 2021-
22. Domestic moped and
economy motorcycle seg-
ments have lately under-
performed and are likely
to return to growth, with
some buoyancy expected
in rural agriculture led
markets, it added.

With considerable im-
provement in the urban
markets across India, the
company said it is posi-
tive about the perform-
ance of the scooter seg-
ment.

TVS Motor aims to build sustained
dominant play in EV segment

High in pesticides,

many countries send

back Indian tea

Kolkata, Jun 04: Both in-
ternational and domestic
buyers have rejected a se-
ries of tea consignments
due to the presence of pes-
ticides and chemicals be-
yond permissible limits,
Indian Tea Exporters
Association (ITEA) chair-
man Anshuman Kanoria
said on Friday.

Filling up the vacuum
created by crisis-hit Sri
Lanka in the global mar-
ket, Tea Board is eyeing to
ramp up exports. However,
the rejection of consign-
ments is causing a decline
in outward shipments.

All teas sold in the coun-
try must conform to the
Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India
(FSSAI) norms. However,
most of the buyers are
purchasing tea that have
unusually high chemical
content, Kanoria told PTI.

‘India has a realistic
chance of achieving

USD one billion
shipment target’

KKoollkkaattaa,,  JJuunn  0044::  As the Indian
tea industry has a realistic
chance to achieve the USD one
billion exports target in the
next two-three years, it is
important to seek the Centre’s
help for rationalisation of inter-
national MRL laws for the crop,
an official of a tea exporters’
body said on Friday. Indian Tea
Exporters’ Association
Chairman Anshuman Kanoria
said it is also essential that the
beverage produced for the
overseas market is compliant
with the safety regulations of
importing countries. “This is
essential to uphold the quality
image of Indian tea in interna-
tional markets and make our
tea the preferred one world-
wide,” he said. MRLs are
defined as the maximum con-
centration of pesticide residue
likely to occur in food after the
use of pesticides according to
good agricultural practice.

AA ctress Mouni Roy, who is
seen as a judge on 'DID

L'il Masters', has revealed
why Kathakali is her favourite
dance form in an episode of
the dance-based reality show.
She says Kathakali is a dance
form that includes story-
telling. This weekend as well,
viewers are in for a special
treat as famous Bollywood
choreographers - Geeta Kapur
and Terrance Lewis will be
seen gracing the show along-
side the judges of 'DID L'il
Masters'. During the shoot, it
was Geeta's challenge to con-
testant Aarav to perform to a
Kathakali song that won
Mouni's heart. Mouni
revealed, "Firstly, I would like
to thank Geeta Ma for giving
Aarav this challenge of per-

forming a Kathakali act for
all of us. I feel it is very
important for us to show the

audience our classical dance
forms as well. Our culture is
very beautiful, and Kathakali
is a dance form that includes
storytelling and expressing
our feelings and emotions
through our eyes." "I feel
Aarav did full justice to this
dance form today on DID L'il
Masters. I must add that
Kathakali is an art form of
the Malayalam-speaking,
south-western region of
Kerala and it is very

close to my heart as a
person from Kerala

(referring to her
husband Suraj

Nambiar) is also
very close to

my heart."

ACROSS

1. Reef material

6. Prod

10. Fine ____

14. “Phantom of the ____”

15. Mexican money

16. Ooze

17. Engaged in festivities

19. Wound remainder

20. ____ day at a time

21. ____ space

22. Flag-maker ____ Ross

23. Daisylike flowers

25. Flat bread

26. Showing lots of particulars

30. Capture

33. That group’s

36. Enlarged

37. Fairy tale monster

38. Housing payment

39. Sport groups

40. Happiness

41. Pledge

42. On top of

43. Kilt fold

44. HST’s successor

45. Audience member

47. Graduates’s garb

49. Deep blue

53. Storage room

55. Fiend

58. ____ Jones Industrial Average

59. Brat’s stocking stuffer

60. Interior ____

62. Buffalo’s canal

63. Nobleman’s title

64. Bullwinkle, for one

65. Broadcast

66. Wine bottle word

67. Join in

DOWN

1. Hot chocolate

2. Unseals

3. Rent again

4. Live

5. Worker

6. Squabble

7. Tennis’s ____ Sampras

8. ____-friendly

9. Slender pole

10. Desirable quality

11. Four-sided figure

12. Afternoon parties

13. Peppy

18. Brown shade

22. Auction action

24. Archie Bunker’s wife

25. Worshipers’ seats

27. FBI employee
28. Wrathful
29. Sour fruit
31. Precinct
32. Red root
33. Walked upon
34. Lead
35. Amuse
37. Eyed flirtatiously
39. Shopping bag
43. Author’s pseudonym (2 wds.)
45. CBS rival
46. Designer Christian ____
48. Lubricated
50. Dolt
51. Honking bird
52. Proprietor
53. Top pilots
54. Pulled apart
55. Letter opener
56. Light brown
57. Lose feathers
60. Society girl
61. Coal measure
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You may have been looking forward to
communicating or spending time with the
people you care about today if possible,
but circumstances beyond your control
throw some unexpected obstacles in your
way. Don’t panic, Aquarius. If you’re
focused and objective, you can find a way
to get around the obstacles and do what
you want to do. If you’re involved in cre-
ative projects, you might seem blocked
today. This should pass by tomorrow.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Although you’ve been feeling especially

strong physically over the past few days,

Pisces, today you might feel a little under the

weather. You could even experience some

giddiness. This is nothing to worry about, but

you should try to take it easy. Don’t exercise

if you don’t feel up to it. Get some rest. Even

if you have to postpone some chores, you’ll

be better off in the long run.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Emotional matters could hit the fan today at

a (virtual) group meeting of some kind. Those

around you communicate with are apt to be

feeling especially stressed and volatile, Aries,

so be prepared for anything. Try to stay out of

passionate confrontations, and don’t try to

put oil on troubled waters. At times like this,

such attempts only cause unwanted attention

to focus on you. Stay centered.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Stress might be getting the better of a house-

hold member today, Taurus. This person feels

emotionally volatile. The least irritation could

set off a temper tantrum. Try to ease the

pressure by staying out of the way. Don’t

offer advice, however well-intentioned it may

be. This person needs to come to terms with

whatever is bothering him or her. Distance

yourself and do your own thing.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Friends, neighbors, and relatives could be
feeling especially stressed out and explo-
sive today, Gemini. This isn’t a good day to
initiate intense communications with
them. Keep your talk light and inconse-
quential. This is a great day to stay home
and read, especially since your mind is
particularly receptive to unusual ideas.
The Internet, videos, and TV documen-
taries could be most informative.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The economy could well take another dip,

Cancer, and you might hear from people

expressing concerns about financial matters.

Don’t take them to heart, and certainly don’t

worry about your own financial condition. The

trend will probably reverse itself soon, and this

time in the right direction. Take no drastic

action just yet. Wait and see what happens.

You’ll probably breathe a sigh of relief.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Oppressive stress on you or those close to
you could cause disconcerting upsets with-
in your relationships today, Leo. Try to be
objective and work things out rationally
instead of going to pieces. Avoid being
sucked into quarrels where you might say
things you’ll regret. Don’t let this tempo-
rary situation get the best of you. Make the
effort to stay focused and relaxed.
Tomorrow all should be back to normal.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Stress could take a toll on you today, Virgo.

You might temporarily lose your ambition

and be left wondering if it’s all really worth

it. This isn’t a good day to start projects or

engage in important discussions. Stay home

and get some rest if you can. You might skip

a few chores, but you’ll be better off in the

long run. Treat yourself to a good book and

some ice cream.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Unexpected developments might inter-
fere with your home life or with plans to
spend a quiet evening with your family,
Scorpio. This could have you feeling a
little down at first, but don’t let it get to
you. Whatever you do today might open
doors that will benefit both you and
those close to you. Gird your loins and
do whatever needs to be done. Later
you’ll be glad you did.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You may be looking forward to talking on the

phone with someone dear who lives far away,

Sagittarius, but circumstances beyond your

control could get in the way. Perhaps you keep

missing each other, or problems with comput-

ers or phones throw a monkey wrench into the

works. Don’t let this dim your enthusiasm. Once

you reach your friend, expect to have an excit-

ing and emotionally gratifying conversation.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Although business and money matters continue

to go well, some rather unsettling news regard-

ing either your finances or the economy in gen-

eral could reach you today, Capricorn. However,

don’t accept as truth anything you hear until

you check the facts. The planetary energies

now lend themselves to the spread of rumor,

gossip, and misinformation. This is definitely

the day to hang on to your objectivity.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Although business and money matters contin-

ue to go well, some rather unsettling news

regarding either your finances or the economy

in general could reach you today, Capricorn.

However, don’t accept as truth anything you

hear until you check the facts. The planetary

energies now lend themselves to the spread of

rumor, gossip, and misinformation. This is def-

initely the day to hang on to your objectivity.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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B ollywood star Akshay Kumar
has said that his latest release

'Samrat Prithviraj' is one of the most
important films of his career, in fact,
it is his 'legacy project' that he is ex-
tremely grateful to have in his fil-
mography. The actor says, "'Samrat
Prithviraj' is a very important film in
my career. It is my legacy project be-
cause I'm getting to honour the leg-
endary Samrat Prithviraj Chauhan.
I'm fortunate that I'm getting to bring
his heroism and life on screen."

"I hope this film inspires many to
lead their life with strong values and
get the courage to stand up against
any and every evil. Samrat
Prithviraj, to me, is a rare project."

Akshay explains why 'Samrat
Prithviraj' is such a special film for
him. He says, "It combines my love
for India, enables me to tell a story
that is rooted in India's history and
folklore and is also a film for every
audience segment. As an actor, I love
telling stories that can reach every-
one and people can have a communi-
ty viewing experience. Samrat
Prithviraj is a film that sits at the top
of the ladder.

"It is also a spectacle that will leave
audiences awe-struck."

He adds, "Coming out of the pan-
demic, people want to watch films
with their families and relive the the-
atrical experience that they used to
have. 'Samrat Prithviraj' will deliver
on this in spates because it is truly an
incredible family entertainer told
with a scale that's fit to honour the
daredevilry of the brave Samrat
Prithviraj Chauhan."

'Samrat Prithviraj' has been direct-
ed by Dr. Chandraprakash Dwived.
The film, which also stars Manushi
Chhillar, released on June 3 in Hindi,
Tamil and Telugu.

E lectrifying music, endless
laughter, dhinchak acts, nos-

talgia…and blockbuster fun –
Promising this fun entertaining
package is the upcoming weekend
episodes of Sony TV’s homegrown
kids music reality show ‘Superstar
Singer 2’. Kickstarting the weekend
on a high note will be the
‘Superstar Mohalla’ celebrating the
beautiful bond that one shares with
their neighbours on Saturday. And,
adding char chand to the Sunday
episode will Bollywood’s very own
‘Raja Babu’ Govindaand the much
loved ‘Aakhri Pasta’, Chunky
Pandey as special guests. A
dhamakedar musical extravaganza
you wouldn’t want to miss! 

Celebration galore! Superstar
Mohalla episode will not only wit-
ness some of the most breath-tak-
ing performances by the TOP 15
contestants but will also dive into
some masaledar and sweet padosi
banter.In honor of the special
guests Govinda and Chunky
Pandey, the contestants will put up
some outstanding acts on their
iconic songs expressing their de-
light and admiration for the two es-
teemed actors.

To join this fun rollercoaster,
don’t’ miss tuning into into
Superstar Singer 2 this Saturday
and Sunday at 8pm only on Sony
Entertainment Television!

BB irthdays are always
special as one gets all

the attention and affection
from their family and
friends. Our very own
Dabangg Dulahania Rajesh,
aka Kamna Pathak from
&TV’s Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, who is soon going
to celebrate her birthday,
shares some interesting
details about her birthday
celebration this year in this
candid chat.

11))  TTeellll  uuss  yyoouurr  bbiirrtthhddaayy
ppllaannss  aanndd  iiff  yyoouu  lliikkee  ttoo  kkeeeepp
cceelleebbrraattiioonnss  ggrraanndd  oorr  kkeeeepp
tthheemm  llooww  kkeeyy  wwiitthh  yyoouurr
ddeeaarr  oonneess??
I am not a party animal and
like to spend my birthday
with my family and friends.
I have always celebrated
this special day with my
family. Even after coming to
Mumbai for my show, I
make it a point to visit my
hometown, Indore, to be

with my family and enjoy
the day with them. I recent-
ly returned from Indore, as I
had an off day from shoot-
ing, so now my family is vis-
iting me in Mumbai this
time. Like every year, I will
spend the entire day with
them. Later in the evening, I
will be taking them out for
fine dining. 
22))  DDoo  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  ssppeecciiaall
bbiirrtthhddaayy  rriittuuaallss??
My day starts with ‘Maa ke
hath ki kheer’. I love
sweets, especially Kheer,
and the one made by my
mother is exceptionally spe-
cial as it is full of her love,
which makes it much sweet-
er (smiles). My family also
conducts Rudra Abhishek
(Lord Shiva’s Puja) on my
birthday every year. This
year will be no exception.
Apart from that, my friend
Komal bakes brownie cakes
for me every year and sends
them wherever I am in the
world; it is one of the most
special rituals, and I want to
cherish it forever.
WWaattcchh  KKaammnnaa  PPaatthhaakk  aass
RRaajjeesshh  iinn  HHaappppuu  KKii  UUllttaann
PPaallttaann  aatt  1100::0000  ppmm,,  aaiirriinngg
eevveerryy  MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy
oonnllyy  oonn  &&TTVV!!

Kamna Pathak’s birthday
ritual is extra sweet!

Mouni Roy
reveals why
Kathakali is

her favourite
dance form

Akshay Kumar calls 'Samrat
Prithviraj' his legacy project

I t is more vital than ever
for each of us to concen-

trate our efforts and act con-
scientiously in the interests
of environmental conserva-
tion. On this World
Environment Day, &TV
artists Shivya Pathania
(Devi Parvati, Baal Shiv),
Farhana Fatema (Shanti
Mishra, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha hai? ), Himani Shivpuri
(Katori Amma, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and
Shubhangi Atre (Angoori
Bhabi, Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai)
talk about the importance of
sustainability and conserva-
tion.

Farhana Fatema, aka
Shanti Mishra in &TV’s Aur
Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai?,
shares, “This World
Environment Day, we must
shift from harming the plan-
et to healing it, and charity
begins at home. Electricity
consumption without
thought is harmful to the en-
vironment in more ways
than one! Whenever I am in
my hometown, Uttar
Pradesh, my family and I
make sure that we utilize the
least power possible. Simple
efforts such as unplugging
electronics when not in use,
using natural light through-
out the day, and using air
conditioning rationally and
intelligently could go a long
way toward energy conserva-
tion and an effective cooling
system. The good news is
that the solutions and the
technology exist and are in-
creasingly affordable”.

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai? at 9:30 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV.

&TV

artists 
talk about 

sustainable 
lifestyle

Sony TV’s Superstar
Singer 2 celebrates
‘Superstar Mohalla’
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Paris, Jun 04 (AP):

Eighth seed Casper
Ruud rallied from a set
down to beat an error-
prone Marin Cilic 3-6, 6-4,
6-2, 6-2 on Friday to be-
come the first Norwegian
man to reach a Grand
Slam singles final and set
up a French Open title
clash against 13-time
champion Rafael Nadal.

21-time Grand Slam
champion Nadal pro-
gressed after his opponent
Alexander Zverev retired
with an ankle injury mid-
match.

With his victory against
the Croat on Court
Philippe Chatrier, Ruud
will at least rise to a ca-
reer-high world ranking of
sixth when the list is up-
dated at the conclusion of
the clay-court Grand Slam
at Roland Garros.

Ruud came into the con-
test with a 2-0 head-to-head
lead over former world
number three Cilic and a
prolific record on clay-
courts. Before Friday’s
match the Norwegian,
since 2020, had won a tour-
leading 65 matches and
seven titles on the surface.

But it was the Croat, 10
years older than his 23-
year-old opponent, who
drew first blood, breaking
Ruud twice in the opening
set to nose ahead.

The big-hitting Cilic,
seeded 20th, peppered the
court with winners from
his powerful forehand and
saved all three break-
points he faced on his own
delivery.

But Ruud soon showed
why he is so highly regard-
ed on clay by absorbing
Cilic’s power with his
stout defence in the third
game of the second set,

forcing his opponent into
making an array of un-
forced errors to go a break
up. With Ruud serving for
the set, Cilic had multiple
chances to level the con-
test but the Norwegian
fought back from 0-40
down to clinch the stanza
with a scorching back-
hand down the line.

Cilic’s frustration grew
as the lanky Croat com-
pletely lost control over
his groundstrokes and his
unforced errors soared as
Ruud jumped to a 4-0 lead
in the third set. The match
was interrupted for over

15 minutes during the
third set with Ruud serv-
ing at 4-1 when a protestor
jumped onto the court and
attached herself to the net.

Ruud lost the next two
points on resumption but
recovered to save two
break points to hold serve
for a 5-1 lead before serv-
ing out for the set on his
next opportunity.

Another double break
early in the fourth was
enough for Ruud and he
sealed the contest under
three hours with his 16th
ace of the match. Cilic’s
sorry evening ended with
56 unforced errors — com-
pared to just 21 from his
opponent.

Ruud broke Cilic’s serv-
ice five times in total and
on Sunday he will face
Nadal, who will be aiming
for a record-extending
22nd major title.

Earlier, Zverev thought
his time had finally come
to win a Grand Slam title
but his French Open cam-
paign ended in pain and
agony after he was forced
to retire during his semi-
final against Nadal with
an ankle injury.

Bangi (Malaysia), Jun
04 (PTI): Rookie teenagers
from Nepal got a taste of
slightly elite level of crick-
et as they were bowled out
for an astonishing total of
eight runs against United
Arab Emirates in an ICC
U-19 Women’s T20 World
Cup qualifier match here
on Saturday.

The U-19 Women’s T20
World Cup qualifier, a first
of its kind, is featuring
Nepal, UAE, Thailand,
Bhutan and Qatar. The
winner of this five-coun-
try competition will quali-
fy for the inaugural main
event in South Africa in
early 2023. While the
Nepalese girls had dis-
missed Qatar for a paltry
38 in an earlier game to
clinch it by 79 runs, they
were in for a rude jolt on
Saturday. The match didn’t
even last for an hour with
a total of 9.2 overs needed
for its completion.

No cricketer from either
side had the scope of even
reaching double-digit
scores with UAE’s
Theertha Sathish’s four
not out being highest.
When Nepal batted, six of
their batters failed to even
trouble the scorers with
Sneha Mahara’s three

runs off 10 balls being the
highest contribution.
Maneesha Rana scored
two and three other bat-
ters contributed a solitary
run each. Off-spinner
Mahika Gaur, who opened
the bowling for UAE, had
incredible figures of 4-2-2-5
and her new ball partner
Indhuja Nandkumar was
equally effective as she
took three wickets for six
runs in her quota of four
overs. While the Nepal in-
nings lasted for only 8.1
overs, UAE knocked off
the required runs in seven

balls. With the ICC fo-
cussing on promotion of
women’s game at the jun-
ior level, most of the asso-
ciate member countries
are trying to start their
junior programme for
women. To be fair, Nepal
doesn’t have too many
quality turf pitches even
for quality men’s cricket
and hence these girls de-
serve a lot of credit as they
had already won a match
in the competition and are
at least expected to steam-
roll both Bhutan and
Thailand.

New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI):

South Africa skipper
Temba Bavuma says the
upcoming T20 series
against India will be an op-
portunity for him to iden-
tify players for specific
roles for the World Cup,
which will be held in
Australia later this year.

The South African T20
side last competed in
November at the World
Cup in Sharjah and with
the next World event slat-
ed to begin in October,
Bavuma is keen to mar-
shal his troops.

“The conditions in India
don’t accurately simulate
conditions in Australia. In
saying that, there’s still a

lot of benefit from playing.
Any type of competitive
cricket will be good for
us,” Bavuma said during a
virtual media interaction.

“We’ll be using these
games really to familiarise
ourselves again with how
we go about playing crick-
et. Getting that right lan-
guage that we speak

amongst ourselves, really
getting guys understand-
ing what their roles are
within the team.”

The visitors will also be
fielding a few new faces in
a bid to find an able open-
ing partner for Quinton de
Kock. “We’ve got a couple
of new faces within the
T20 space. Opportunities

will be given to those guys
to see what role they can
play and what value they
can add to the team.”

The Indian team will be
without many senior
cricketers but Bavuma ex-
pects the rubber to be very
competitive. With India’s
major stars like skipper
Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli
and Jasprit Bumrah rest-
ed for the series, the hosts
are being led by KL Rahul
and will feature some new
faces including pacers
Umran Malik and
Arshdeep Singh.

“It’s obviously a new-
look Indian side. A lot of
guys who have done well
in the recent IPL have
been given opportunities.

New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI):
Swapnil Kusale and Ashi
Chouksey drew curtains
on India’s campaign at the
ISSF World Cup
Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun in
Baku, Azerbaijan with a
gold medal in the 50m rifle
3 positions (3P) mixed
team competition, here on
Saturday. The pair of
Swapnil and Ashi beat
Ukranian’s Serhiy Kulish
and Daria Tykhova 16-12
in the gold medal match.

This was India’s second
gold in the tournament
after the trio of Elavenil
Valarivan, Shreya
Agarwal and Ramita
clinched a yellow metal in
the 10m air rifle women’s
team event. Besides, the
Indian shooters had also

bagged three silvers in the
tournament and finished
second on the medals tally
behind Korea. It was also
Swapnil’s first gold and
third medal overall at the
Baku World Cup. He had
earlier won silvers in both
the men’s 3P individual
and men’s team competi-
tions. In the first qualifica-
tion stage played earlier in
the day, Swapnil and Ashi
finished fourth with a
combined score of 881 out
of 900 to qualify for stage
two among 31 teams.

Colombo, Jun 04 (PTI):

Delhi Capitals all-
rounder Mitchell Marsh
feels that it’s a “shame”
that his team couldn’t
make it to the IPL final
after losing final league
encounter to wooden
spooners Mumbai Indians.

DC’s five-wicket defeat
enabled Royal Challengers
Bangalore to make it de-
spite an inferior net run-
rate throughout the tour-
nament.

“It was a shame we
couldn’t get into the (IPL)
finals,” the 30-year-old said
here ahead of the three-
match T20I series against
Sri Lanka, beginning on
June 7. Australia will meet
Sri Lanka in a five-match

ODI series. Marsh over-
came a bout of COVID-19
in the first-half of the
tournament and formed
the backbone of Delhi top-
order with his Australian
teammate David Warner.
Coach Ricky Ponting en-

trusted him with batting
at No 3 as he scored 251
runs at a strike-rate of
132.80.

“Everyone speaks about
him (Ponting) so much
and what he’s achieved in
the game. But I got a real
sense of how much he
cares for his players I
guess that’s probably what
he was like as a captain
and a leader of a team,” he
said.

“I got the real sense for
how he (head coach Ricky
Ponting) cares for his play-
ers and that was probably
how he was as a captain
and a leader of a team —
it’s the way he makes you
feel. He made me feel like a
really important player for
Delhi,” he added.

Stavanger (Norway),
Jun 04 (PTI): India legend
Viswanathan Anand’s
winning run in the
Classical event of the
Norway Chess tourna-
ment came to an end after
suffering a loss against
American Wesley So in
the fourth round here on
Saturday.

The 52-year-old former
world champion now
shares the lead with
Magnus Carlsen on 8.5
points each.

The regular Classical
game between Anand and
So ended in a draw in 28
moves.

The American then beat
the Indian GM in 46 moves
via the Armageddon (sud-

den death) game.
The Indian ace had post-

ed wins over France’s
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave,
Vaselin Topalov of
Bulgaria and China’s Hao
Wang in the first three
rounds.

Meanwhile, Carlsen de-
feated Dutchman Anish

Giri in the Classical game
to pick up three points and
join Anand in the lead.

In another decisive
game in round four,
Azerbaijan’s Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov defeated Hao
Wang, while Teimour
Radjavov and the experi-
enced Topalov won via the
Armageddon against
Vachier-Lagrave and
Aryan Tari (Norway) re-
spectively.

In the ongoing Norway
Chess tournament, the
players take part in a
Armageddon (sudden
death) in case of a draw in
the classical game.

So had won the Blitz
event ahead of the
Classical event.

Kolkata, Jun 04 (PTI):

Tickets for India’s up-
coming Asian Cup qualify-
ing round match against
Cambodia at the Salt Lake
Stadium on June 8 were
sold out within 10 minutes,
forcing the AIFF to issue
more. Chhetri had on
Friday urged the state gov-
ernment authorities to
allow more people than
the mere 12,000 tickets al-
lowed for the Asian Cup
qualifiers final round
matches. While the All
India Football Federation
has made all the tickets
“complimentary”, the
state government has “al-
lowed just 12,000 tickets”

in the 70,000-capacity Salt
Lake Stadium to avoid any
law and order problem.

“They (opposition
teams) should feel it. If in
a stadium of almost 90,000
people if only 10-15,000
what’s the point of having
a home advantage?”
Chhetri had asked.

“I hope they (state gov-
ernment) will allow it, oth-
erwise it will be a chaos
and they will barge in.”

After Chhetri’s reaction
made headlines, there was
a meeting between the
state government and the
AIFF this morning and it
was “decided to open up
the stadium as long as
there’s demand”.

Brussels, Jun 04 (AP):

Denmark stunned title-
holder France 2-1 in their
opening Nations League
match at the Stade de
France, ending the world
champion’s seven-match
winning streak.

After Karim Benzema
put the hosts in front, sub-
stitute Andreas Cornelius
scored twice to earn
Denmark its first win over
France since the 2002
World Cup. Cornelius lev-
eled with a fine volley then
hit the winner in the 88th
minute.

France was unbeaten in
its past 20 matches. It will
next travel to Croatia,
which lost to Austria 3-0 at
home in Group A1.

Meanwhile, Memphis
Depay scored twice as the
Netherlands produced its
first win against bitter
rival Belgium in 25 years
by 4-1 in Brussels, in an-
other group of the the top-
tier League A. A week
after the Champions

League final was marred
by crowd chaos, there
were no reported inci-
dents at the Stade de
France this time.

France was under pres-
sure in the opening 10
minutes but gradually
found the right balance

and created its first good
chance in the 13th minute
through Benzema, back at
the Stade de France a
week after he claimed the
Champions League trophy
for Real Madrid. The move
signaled a good spell of
dominance for France,

with Benzema and Kylian
Mbapp combining well to
unsettle Denmark’s de-
fense.

Denmark managed to
keep the hosts at bay by
closing down space.
Mbapp , who appeared to
pick up an injury, was re-

placed by Christopher
Nkunku after the break.
He had an immediate im-
pact and in the 51st minute
set up Benzema, who drib-
bled his way past defend-
ers and shot low for his
37th international goal.

But Cornelius beat the
offside trap and volleyed
into the net in the 68th.
Christian Eriksen came
close in the closing stages
but France keeper Hugo
Lloris made a decisive re-
flex save to deny his low
strike.

Cornelius then gave
Denmark the win after
connecting with a lofted
ball. He resisted defender
William Saliba’s challenge
and fired into the top cor-
ner.

London, Jun 04 (PTI):

The ever-increasing do-
mestic T20 leagues are
squeezing bilateral ties and
Test cricket runs the risk of
witnessing a reduction in
its volume in a decade’s
time, warns ICC chair
Greg Barclay. Barclay, who
was appointed as ICC chair
in November 2020, said the
world body will face a seri-
ous challenge in deciding
the next Future Tours
Program starting next
year. “There is a men’s and
women’s event every year
and the growth of domes-
tic leagues are forcing
things from the bottom and
... what is getting squeezed
is bilateral cricket and so
we are trying to fit every-

thing in,” Barclay told
BBC’s Test Match Special
during the ongoing first
game of the three-match
series between England
and New Zealand at Lord’s.
“There will be some unfor-
tunate consequences from
a playing experience and a
revenue point of view for
some of those countries
who won’t get the amount
of cricket they might hope
to have and they won’t get
exposure, particularly
against India and to a less-
er extent Australia and
England. So we will see a
squeeze. “In 10-15 years
time I still see Test cricket
being an integral part (of
the game), it may be that
there is less of it,” he
added.

Ruud sets up French
Open final against Nadal

Not Exactly ‘Eighth Wonder’ 

In ICC U-19 T20 WC Qualifiers, Nepal
girls skittled out for total of 8 runs

UAE seamer Mahika Gaur took five wickets for two
runs in four overs as Nepal were bowled out for eight.

Aim is to solidify our batting line-up
ahead of World Cup: Bavuma

Swapnil-Ashi win 50m rifle 3P mixed 
gold, India end Baku WC on 2nd spot

Swapnil Kusale and Ashi Chouksey
beat Ukranians Serhiy Kulish and
Daria Tykhova 16-12 to win the gold
medal in the 50m Rifle 3 Positions
(3P) mixed team competition.

Norway Chess: Anand’s winning run
ends, but still in joint lead with Carlsen

Tickets for India’s Asian 
Cup qualifying round match

sold out in 10 minutes

Shame that Delhi Capitals couldn’t
make it to IPL final: Mitchell Marsh

Denmark upsets France, Netherlands thrashes BelgiumICC chair warns of reduction in
volume of Test cricket in future

Andreas Cornelius celebrates scoring Denmark’s first goal.

Memphis Depay celebrates scoring the Netherlands’
fourth goal against Belgium in the Nations League
match at King Baudouin Stadium in Brussels.

Boy gets voice back after challenging surgery 
New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI): 

A 13-year-old boy, who
breathed through a tra-
cheostomy tube for over 10
years, underwent a com-
plicated but successful
surgery at Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital here.

As a toddler, Shrikant
had suffered a head injury
and had to be kept on a
ventilator for a long time.

The long-term ventila-
tion narrowed his wind-
pipe. He then underwent a
tracheostomy in which
doctors inserted a tube
into the windpipe by cre-
ating an opening in the
neck.

Due to a long period of
tracheostomy and a miss-
ing portion of the wind-

pipe, there was no airway
for him to breathe normal-
ly. The boy had neither
spoken nor eaten normal-
ly for the last seven years,
doctors at Sir Ganga Ram
Hospital (SGRH) said.

"When I first saw the pa-
tient, I felt it was going to
be a very complicated air-
way and voice box sur-
gery. I had not seen any-
thing like this in my 15
years of practice. The
child had 100 per cent
stenosis (blockage) of the
cricoid and tracheal com-
plex (air pipe)," said Dr
Manish Munjal, Senior
Consultant, ENT
Department.

The hospital formed a
panel of doctors from the
departments of Thoracic

Surgery, ENT, Paediatric
Intensive Care and
Anaesthesia to perform
this rare and complex pro-
cedure.

Dr. Sabyasachi Bal,
Chairperson, Department
of Thoracic Surgery, said,
"We decided to attempt
complete 'Crico-tracheal
resection' of the affected
disease airway segment.
This is a complicated and
challenging surgery and

there is a high risk of fail-
ure which sometimes may
also lead to death. But the
child did not have any
other option and the same
was explained to the fami-
ly."

On April 23, the boy was
wheeled inside the opera-
tion theatre. The team of
doctors worked together
for six and half hours.

"Since 4 cm of windpipe
near the voice box was

completely destroyed and
non-recoverable, our first
challenge was to reduce
this gap by bringing the
upper and lower segments
of airway as close as pos-
sible. For this, 'Laryngeal
Drop' procedure was per-
formed to bring down the
voice box from its normal
position," Dr Munjal said.

"Simultaneously, the
lower part of the wind-
pipe was released from its
surrounding attachment
in the chest and pulled to-
wards the voice box," Dr
Bal added.

The most important and
difficult part was to oper-
ate on the badly stenosed
(blocked) cricoid bone.
Located below the voice
box, it is a horseshoe

shaped bone which has
minute nerves on both the
sides and is responsible
for voice and airway pro-
tection.

"We used a system of
drills to widen the severe-
ly stenosed portion of
cricoid bone. We had to be
extra careful to preserve
the very minute laryngeal
nerves (voice nerves). Had
these been damaged, the
child's voice would have
never come back," Dr.
Munjal said.

Finally, re-fashioned
segments of both upper
and lower sides of the air-
way were brought togeth-
er and joined.

The surgery was suc-
cessful, but there were
more challenges. The post-

surgery management was
very important, the doc-
tors said.

According to Dr. Anil
Sachdev, Director
Paediatrics Intensive
Care, Department of
Paediatrics, Shrikant had
a very high risk of airway
leak into the chest wall,
which could have been
lethal. Therefore, he was
kept in neck flexion (chin
locked down towards the
chest position) for three
days.

"Also, he was kept on
low pressure oxygen sup-
port so that he did not de-
velop any traumatic air
leak. He was also kept in
ICU for three days and the
recovery was uneventful"
the doctor said.

New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI): 

Muslim body Jamiat
Ulama-i-Hind has filed a
plea in the Supreme Court
seeking intervention in a
pending petition challeng-
ing the constitutional va-
lidity of the Places of
Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991.

The plea said that peti-
tioner advocate Ashwini
Upadhyay has raised
grounds which have al-
ready been considered and
decided by the constitu-
tion bench of the top
court.

Even if all the allega-
tions of the petitioner are
assumed to be true, it is
nothing but seeking a cor-
rection of historical
wrongs, the Muslim body
said.

"This court has categori-
cally held that the law can-
not be used as a device to
reach back in time and
provide a legal remedy to
every person who dis-
agrees with the course
which history has taken
and that the courts of
today cannot take cog-
nizance of historical
rights and wrongs unless
it is shown that their legal
consequences are enforce-
able in the present.

"In fact, this court cate-
gorically held that this
court cannot entertain
claims that from actions of
the Mughal rulers against
Hindu Places of Worship
in a court of law today,"
the plea said.

The organisation said
there is no conflict be-
tween the Waqf Act and

the Places of the Worship
(Special Provisions) Act,
1991 as alleged by
Upadhyay as Section 7 of
the 1991 Act gives it an
overriding effect over
other enactments.

"Further, in any event,
the Places of Worship
(Special Provisions)
Act,1991 being a special
vehicle act to preserve
the secular fabric of the
country will in any
event take precedence
over a general enact-
ment.

"There is a list of nu-
merous mosques which
is doing the rounds on
social media, alleging
that the mosques were
built allegedly by de-
stroying Hindu places of
worship.

"Needless to say that if

the present petition is en-
tertained, it will open
floodgates of litigation
against countless mosques
in the country and the reli-
gious divide from which
the country is recovering
in the aftermath of the
Ayodhya dispute will only
be widened," the plea said.

Efforts on to introduce ethanol in agriculture,
construction equipment: Gadkari

Pune, Jun 04 (PTI): 

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari on Saturday
stressed on the need to
switch to alternative fuel
like ethanol and said ef-
forts are on to introduce
ethanol in construction
and agriculture equip-
ment.

The Union road trans-
port and highways minis-
ter said the country im-
ports petroleum products
worth Rs 10 lakh crore to
meet the requirements in
the energy and power
sector, and in the next
five years, the demand
may go up to Rs 25 lakh
crore, which will affect
the economy.

Gadkari was speaking
at the state-level Sugar
Conference 2022 organ-
ised by Vasantdada Sugar
Institute in Pune.

"Alternative fuel is the
future. After electric
scooters, cars and buses,
soon we will have electric
tractors and trucks. I am
going to launch these
soon," Gadkari said.

Diesel-based agricul-
ture equipment should be
made petrol based and
flex engines can be con-
verted to run on ethanol,
he said, adding that ef-
forts are on to introduce
ethanol in construction
equipment as well.

Highlighting the need
to shift from sugar pro-

duction to ethanol, the
minister said, The rise in
sugar demand across the
globe is temporary. When
the price of crude oil goes
up to 140 per barrel,
Brazil produces ethanol
from sugarcane, increas-
ing the demand for sugar
from India. When the
price of crude oil dips to
70 to 80 per barrel, Brazil
starts producing sugar."
When crude oil becomes
cheaper, sugar prices will
also come down drastical-
ly, he said.

Gadkari also asked
Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar
to set up ethanol pumps in
Pune, to help farmers sell
the fuel directly.

New Delhi, Jun 04 (PTI): 

The I&B Ministry on
Saturday asked Twitter
and YouTube to remove
from their social media
platforms the videos of ad-
vertisement of a perfume
brand that triggered out-
rage for "promoting gang
rape culture".

In letters to Twitter and
YouTube, the Ministry of
Information and
Broadcasting said that the
videos were "detrimental to
the portrayal of women in
the interest of decency and
morality" and in violation
of Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines
and Digital Media Ethics

Code). The videos of the
perfume brand Layer Shot
sparked outrage among a
large section of social
media users, who claimed
the advertisement sought
to promote sexual violence
against women.

"It has come to the notice
of the Ministry of
Information &
Broadcasting that an inap-
propriate and derogatory
advertisement of a deodor-
ant is circulating on social
media. The Ministry has
asked Twitter and YouTube
to immediately pull down
all instances of this adver-
tisement," an official
spokesperson said.

The ministry, in the let-

ters to Twitter and
YouTube, said that the
Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI) too
has found the videos in vio-
lation of its guidelines and
asked the advertiser to sus-
pend the advertisement on
an immediate basis.

"Fuming at cringe wor-
thy ads of the perfume
'Shot'. They show toxic
masculinity in its worst
form and clearly promote
gang rape culture!The com-
pany owners must be held
accountable. Have issued
notice to Delhi Police and
written letter to I&B
Minister seeking FIR and
strong action," Swati
Maliwal, Chairperson on

the Delhi Commission for
Women said. "How does
this kind of ads get ap-
proved, sick and outright
disgusting.

Is @layerr_shot full of
perverts? Second ad with
such disgusting content
from Shot," said Rishita,
who described herself as a
social media influencer, on
Twitter. "The ad is in seri-
ous breach of the ASCI
Code and is against public
interest. We have taken im-
mediate action and notified
the advertiser to suspend
the ad, pending investiga-
tion," the ASCI said on
Twitter, responding to the
outrage sparked by the ad-
vertisement.

"When I first saw the patient, I felt it was going to
be a very complicated airway and voice box surgery.
I had not seen anything like this in my 15 years of
practice. The child had 100 per cent stenosis (block-
age) of the cricoid and tracheal complex (air pipe),"
said Dr Manish Munjal, Senior Consultant, ENT
Department.
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Pak’s FIA seeks arrests of PM Shehbaz 
& son in money-laundering case

Lahore, Jun 04 (PTI): 

Pakistan's Federal
Investigation Agency,
which is probing Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
and his son and Punjab
Chief Minister Hamza
Shehbaz in a multi-billion
rupees money laundering
case, on Saturday request-
ed the court to allow their
arrest for further investi-
gation. The court, howev-
er, extended their pre-ar-
rest bail until June 11.

The FIA also filed an in-
terim investigation report
against the premier and
other suspects in the Rs 14
billion (USD 75 million)
money laundering case
against them. Shehbaz
and Hamza appeared be-
fore the Special Court
amidst high security.

"An FIA prosecutor
submitted an interim in-
vestigation report in the
court and sought arrest of
prime suspects Prime
Minister Shehbaz and

Punjab Chief Minister
Hamza -- arguing that
their custody is needed
for further probe in the
case as they have not
joined the investigation
and cooperated with in-
vestigators," a court offi-
cial told PTI.

The prime minister's
counsel Advocate Amjad
Pervez strongly objected
to the FIA's plea and
termed it a "false asser-
tion of the agency". He
said that the FIA had al-
ready investigated the fa-
ther and the son when
they were in jail in
Lahore. He said that his
clients had not only joined
the investigation when
they were in jail but also
appeared before the inves-
tigators at the FIA office.

"The case is pending for
the last one-and-a-half-
year and investigation
against Shehbaz and
Hamza by the FIA has
been completed," Pervez
argued. He further said

that this case has been po-
litically motivated which
was instituted by the pre-
vious government of
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
with only one aim to send
them behind bars.

In the hearing last
week, Shehbaz had told
the court: "What to talk
about money laundering
allegations against me, I
never received salary and
other perks when I was
chief minister of Punjab
for 10 years or so. God has
made me the prime minis-
ter of this country. This
case of money laundering
has been instituted
against me and my sons
on political grounds as
money laundering
charges against us have
no basis and evidence."

Presiding judge Ijaz
Awan reissued the arrest
warrant for the premier's
other son Suleman
Shehbaz in the case and
adjourned the hearing till
June 11. Suleman has

been absconding in the
UK since 2019. Ousted
prime minister Imran
Khan had questioned the
presence of Suleman in
the delegation of Shehbaz
that called on the Turkish
president this week in
Ankara. Shehbaz and his
sons Hamza and Suleman
were booked by the FIA in
November 2020 under var-
ious sections of the
Prevention of Corruption
Act and Anti Money
Laundering Act.

The FIA investigation
has said that it has detect-
ed 28 benami accounts, al-
legedly of the Shehbaz
family, through which an
amount of 14 billion
Pakistani Rupees was
laundered from 2008 to
2018. The FIA examined
the money trail of 17,000
credit transactions. The
amount was kept in hid-
den accounts and given to
Shehbaz in his personal
capacity, according to the
charges.

People with disabilities participate in an awareness campaign to protect the rivers, on the eve of World Environment
Day, in Kolkata, Saturday.

AWARENESS CAMPAIGN

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) workers make the formation of swastika during the concluding ceremony of
RSS training programme, at Uluberia, in Howrah district, Saturday.

SWASTIKA FORMATION

Govt asks Twitter, YouTube to pull
down perfume advertisement

Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind moves SC 
seeking intervention in plea 

against Places of Worship Act

CBI interrogates 
two TMC MLAs in 

post-poll violence case
BBiirrbbhhuumm  ((WWBB)),,  JJuunn  0044  ((PPTTII))::
The CBI interrogated two
TMC MLAs on Saturday in
the connection with the vio-
lence following last year's as-
sembly election in West
Bengal, a senior officer said. 

The MLA of Labhpur in
Birbhum district, Abhijit Sinha,
and Purba Bardhaman's
Ketugram MLA Shahnawaz
Hussain appeared for ques-
tioning before the CBI at its
camp office in Durgapur in the
morning, he said. 

"Both the MLAs were
questioned for more than one
and a half hours. They were
asked about their activities
on dates when incidents of
violence were reported. The
interrogation sessions were
videographed," the CBI offi-
cer said.


