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Commando injured 
BBiijjaappuurr::  A commando of
the Central Reserve
Police Forces (CRPF) was
injured when a pressure
improvised explosive
device (IED) planted by
naxals exploded in
Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur
district on Friday, police
said. The blast occurred
around 1 pm in the forest
of Budgicheru village
under Tarrem police sta-
tion limits, where a team
of the 210th battalion of
Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action (CoBRA)
was out on an anti-naxal
operation, a senior
official said.

Bus accident 
KKaallaabbuurraaggii:: Seven
Telangana residents of an
extended family, who
were returning home from
a vacation to Goa, got
burnt to death as their
bus overturned and
caught fire minutes after
hitting a goods vehicle on
the outskirts of
Kamalapura town here on
Friday. The bus was carry-
ing 32 passengers, includ-
ing 30 from the same
extended family residing
in Hyderabad, Kalaburagi
district Superintendent of
Police Isha Pant told PTI.
Two others were boys
from Visakhapatnam in
Andhra Pradesh.

Z’ security 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Jathedar of
Akal Takht, Giani
Harpreet Singh, has been
granted ‘Z’ category
security by the Union
Home Ministry, officials
said on Friday. The deci-
sion to accord country’s
second highest category
security to the Sikh reli-
gious leader was taken in
view of the enhanced
threat perception. Z cate-
gory security has been
provided to Jathedar of
Akal Takht Giani Harpreet
Singh. The CRPF (Central
Reserve Police Force)
commandos will be in
charge of his security, an
official said.

Boat capsize
RReewwaa  ((MMPP)):: With the
recovery of two more
bodies, the death toll in
the rowboat capsize inci-
dent in Tamas river of
Madhya Pradesh’s Rewa
district has gone up to
three, an official said on
Friday. The incident had
occurred around noon on
Wednesday. There were
six persons on board the
ill-fated boat. While three
persons swam to safety,
three others had gone
missing, he said.
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Britains Kate, Duchess of
Cambridge, waves 

following a service of
thanksgiving for the reign
of Queen Elizabeth II at St

Paul‚Äôs Cathedral in
London Friday.
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Lucknow, Jun 03 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Friday
said India is growing the
fastest among the G-20
economies and has the ca-
pability to prove it’s the
“reliable partner” the
world is looking for today.

Speaking at Uttar
Pradesh’s third investors’
summit, marking the
ground-breaking or the
launch of 1,406 projects
worth over Rs 80,000 crore,
he said the prevailing situ-
ation in the world has
brought big opportunities
for India. Gautam Adani,
Kumar Mangalam Birla

and other leading indus-
trialists are participating

in the mega summit or-
ganised by the Uttar
Pradesh government.
Defence minister Rajnath
Singh and Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath are
among those attending the
event. Modi said “only our
democratic India” has the
capability to prove that it
is the “reliable partner”
the world is looking for
today. “The world today is
looking at India’s poten-
tial and praising its per-
formance.” The projects
were in diverse fields in-
cluding agriculture, IT
and Electronics, MSME,
manufacturing, renew-
able energy, pharma,

tourism, defence and aero-
space, handloom and tex-
tiles. “We are the fastest
growing among the G-20
economies. Today, India is
No. 2 on the Global Retail
Index. India is the third-
largest energy consumer
country in the world,”
Modi said. The prime
minister said last year a
record USD 84 billion
Foreign Direct Index (FDI)
came to India from more
than 100 countries. “India
has made a record by ex-
porting merchandise
worth over USD 417 bil-
lion i.e. more than Rs 30
lakh crore in the last fi-
nancial year,” he said.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0033  ((PPTTII))::

The ruling Congress’s nomi-
nees Rajeev Shukla and
Ranjeet Ranjan were elected
unopposed to the Rajya Sabha
from Chhattisgarh on Friday,
officials said. “The deadline for
withdrawal of nominations
ended this afternoon and the
two candidates were elected
unopposed”, state Assembly
secretary Dinesh Sharma told.

Ranjan received her election
certificate from Sharma, while
on behalf of Shukla, his brother
accepted his certificate.

Of the five Rajya Sabha
members from Chhattisgarh,
the term of two - Chhaya
Verma (Congress) and
Ramvichar Netam (BJP) - is to
expire next month. The other

three Rajya Sabha members
from the state are KTS Tulsi
and Phulodevi Netam of
Congress and Saroj Pandey of
BJP. Sixty three-year-old
Shukla, a journalist-turned-
politician, who hails from Uttar
Pradesh has served as Rajya
Sabha MP thrice in the past.
Ranjan is a former Lok Sabha
member from Bihar. With the
election of Ranjan, there are

now three Rajya Sabha mem-
bers from the state. In the 90-
member state Assembly, the
Congress has 71 MLAs, while
the BJP has 14. Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh (J) and
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
have three and two members
respectively. Opposition BJP
did not field its candidate in
view of its low strength in the
state assembly.

Kanpur (UP), Jun 03 (PTI):

Violence erupted in
parts of Kanpur after
Friday prayers as mem-
bers of two communities
indulged in brick-batting
and hurled bombs over at-
tempts to shut shops in
protest against ‘insulting’
comments on Prophet
Mohammed. Clashes

broke out in Pared, Nai
Sadak and Yateemkhana
areas of Kanpur, police
said. The two sides hurled
bombs and opened fire as
members of one of the
groups attempted to shut
shops over alleged insult-
ing remarks made by BJP
spokesperson Nupur
Sharma during a televi-
sion debate recently, a sen-

ior police official said.
Those who allegedly
forced shopkeepers to
shut shops clashed with
police personnel who had
to use batons to disperse
the mob.

Some local leaders, in-
cluding Maulana
Mohammed Ali (MMA)
Jauhar Fans Association
chief Hayat Zafar
Hashmi, had called for clo-
sure of shops on Friday in
protest against the re-
marks. They had also
taken out a procession
during which they con-
fronted members of other
community, an official
said, adding that as a re-
sult of which clashes
broke out.

Soon hundreds of peo-
ple had taken to the streets
in protest. About half-a-
dozen people, including
street goers and onlook-
ers, sustained serious in-
juries in the incident, he
said.

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI):

Seventy-one per cent
Indians cannot afford a
healthy diet and 1.7 million
die every year due to dis-
eases attributable to poor
diet, according to a report
released by the Centre for
Science and Environment
(CSE) and Down to Earth
magazine.

The diseases attributable
to dietary risk factors in-
clude respiratory ailments,
diabetes, cancer, strokes
and coronary heart dis-
ease, the report ‘State of
India’s Environment 2022:
In Figures’ said.

The report refers to diets
low in fruits, vegetables,
whole grains, and diets
high in processed meat, red
meat, and sugary drinks.
“Seventy-one percent of
Indians cannot afford a
healthy diet. The global av-
erage is 42 percent,” it said
citing the Global Nutrition
Report, 2021. The diet of an

average Indian lacks in
fruits, vegetables, legumes,
nuts and whole grains. The
consumption of fish, dairy
and red meat is within tar-
get, it said.

A healthy diet is consid-
ered unaffordable when its
cost exceeds 63 percent of a
person’s income, according
to the Food and
Agriculture Organisation.

In India, adults aged 20
and above have only 35.8g
of fruit per day as against
the recommended 200g per
day and just 168.7g of veg-
etables per day as against
the minimum 300g per day.

They consume just 24.9g
per day (25 percent of tar-
get) of legumes and 3.2g (13
percent of target) of nuts
per day. “Despite some
progress, diets are not get-
ting healthier.

Additionally, they are
making increasing de-
mands on the environ-
ment, even as unacceptable
levels of malnutrition per-

sist in the country,” the re-
port said. “The high
human, environmental
and economic costs of con-
tinuing our current trajec-
tory are so significant that
we will pay a far higher
price if we fail to act. The
global food system falls far
short of achieving global
goals for both health and
the environment,” it said.

The report also presents
an analysis of food prices.
It says that the consumer
food price index (CFPI) in-
flation has seen a 327 per
cent increase in the past
year, while the consumer
price index (CPI) which in-
cludes CFPI — has seen an
84 per cent jump.

Food seems to be the
biggest mover of CPI infla-
tion. The current high lev-
els of food inflation have
been driven by the rising
cost of production, surging
international crop prices
and extreme weather-relat-
ed disruptions.

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has is-
sued fresh summons to
Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi, asking him to ap-
pear before it on June 13
for questioning in a money
laundering case linked to
the National Herald news-
paper, officials said on
Friday.

He was earlier asked by
the agency to depose on
June 2 but the Lok Sabha
member from Wayanad
seat in Kerala sought a
fresh date as he was out of
the country. Officials said
Rahul Gandhi, 51, has now
been asked to appear on
June 13 at the headquar-

ters of the federal agency
in central Delhi. His moth-
er and Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, 75, has also
been asked to depose be-
fore the agency on June 8.
Though she tested positive
for COVID-19 on Thursday,
the Congress party has
said that she was deter-
mined to appear before the
agency on the scheduled
date. The case pertains to
the probe into the alleged
financial irregularities in
the party-promoted Young
Indian that owns the
National Herald newspa-
per. The paper is published
by Associated Journals
Limited (AJL) and owned
by Young Indian Pvt
Limited.

Two killed after portion 
of abandoned coal 

mine collapses 
KKoorrbbaa:: Two persons allegedly
engaged in illegal mining were
killed when a portion of an aban-
doned coal mine caved in at
Surajpur district of Chhattisgarh,
police said on Friday. The inci-
dent took place at Dugga open-
cast coal mine, which is not in
operation, in Bhatgaon area on
Thursday night, an official said.
As per preliminary information,
Sukhlal Rajwade (22) and
Ramkeshwar Rajwade (32) had
entered the mine to steal coal.
While extracting coal, a portion
of the mine collapsed and they
got trapped under the soil and
died on the spot, Surajpur
Superintendent of Police
Ramkrishna Sahu said. A team
from Bhatgaon police station
reached the spot after some
locals alerted them about the
incident, and the bodies were
extricated and sent for post-
mortem on Friday, he said.

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI):

The government has ap-
proved 8.1 per cent rate of
interest on employees’
provident fund (EPF) de-
posits for 2021-22, an over
four-decade low, for about
five crore subscribers of
retirement fund body
EPFO. Earlier in March
this year, the Employees’
Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) had
decided to lower the inter-
est on provident fund de-
posits for 2021-22 to 8.1 per
cent from 8.5 per cent pro-
vided in 2020-21.

According to an EPFO
office order issued on
Friday and reviewed by
PTI, the Ministry of
Labour and Employment
has conveyed approval of

the central government to
credit 8.1 per cent rate of
interest for 2021-22 to each
member of the EPF
scheme. The labour min-
istry had sent the proposal
to the Ministry of Finance
for its concurrence.

Now, after the ratifica-
tion of the interest rate by
the government, the EPFO
would start crediting the
fixed rate of interest for
the fiscal into the EPF ac-
counts. The 8.1 per cent
EPF rate of interest is the
lowest since 1977-78, when
it stood at 8 per cent.

The 8.5 per cent interest
rate on EPF deposits for
2020-21 was decided by the
Central Board of Trustees
(CBT) in March 2021. It
was ratified by the finance
ministry in October 2021.

Thereafter, the EPFO is-
sued directions to field of-
fices to credit the interest
income at 8.5 per cent for
2020-21 into the sub-
scribers’ account. An
EPFO trustee, K E
Raghunathan, who repre-
sents employers, said the
speed with which the min-
istries of labour and fi-
nance have cleared the in-
terest rate is really appre-
ciable, considering the dire
need of funds in the hands
of employees and it will
help them meet expenses
such as educational needs
of their children. In March
2020, the EPFO had low-
ered the interest rate on
provident fund deposits to
a seven-year low of 8.5 per
cent for 2019-20, from 8.65
per cent in 2018-19.

Over 150 workers fall
sick after gas leak 

Visakhapatnam: Over
150 women, working in
an apparel manufactur-
ing unit in the Brandix
Special Economic Zone
(SEZ), near here, fell
sick following a suspect-
ed ammonia gas leak
from a nearby chemical
laboratory on Friday. No
casualties were report-
ed.

The gas was suspected
to have leaked from
Porus Laboratories unit
located outside the SEZ
at Atchyutapuram but
its impact was felt in the
apparel unit inside the
SEZ, where some of the
women workers immedi-
ately fell unconscious
after complaining of
eyesore, nausea and
vomiting.

Only India can be the ‘reliable partner’
world is looking for: Modi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi speaks during the

‘Ground Breaking
Ceremony @3.0 of the UP

Investors Summit at
Indira Gandhi Pratishthan,

in Lucknow.

Congress candidates Rajeev Shukla, Ranjeet
Ranjan elected unopposed to RS from Chh’garh

ED issues fresh summons 
to Rahul Gandhi for June 13

Govt ratifies 8.1 pc EPF interest rate for 2021-22

Clashes in Kanpur over ‘insult’
to Prophet during TV debate

Police personnel use tear gas to disperse people amid
clashes as violence erupted in the city after members
of Muslim community took out a procession and closed
their shops, in Kanpur.

71 pc Indians cannot afford
healthy diet: CSE report
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Bhilai, Jun 03: Karm and
Pali Shiromani awards
were given away on June
01, 2022 in Bar and Rod Mill
of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
for exemplary work by em-
ployees. Mukesh Gupta,
CGM (BRM) was the Chief
Guest on the occasion.

BH Venkat
Narsinghmam, Asst Mgr
(Oper) and Anil Kumar
Dwivedy, Asst Mgr (Oper)
were given the Pali
Shiromani awards, while
Shiv Das, OCT (Oper),
Subhash Chandra Murmu,
OCT(Mech), Ashish
Kumar, OCT(Oper) and
Amit Kumar Singh,
OCT(Elect) were awarded
the Karm Shiromani
awards. Sr officials includ-
ing SK Behera, SN

Tripathi, Ashish, KK
Thakur were present. Sr of-
ficials of BRM, employees
and members of Personnel
department were present
on the occasion.

Mukesh Gupta, CGM
(BRM) congratulated the
awardees. SK Behera, GM
(Mech) gave away certifi-
cates, memento, letter of
appreciation and a sweet
packet to the Shiromani
awardees. In his address,

Gupta praised the sincerity
and dedication of the
awarded employees, stat-
ing that the department
has reached new heights
due to the efforts of such
employees. He urged the
other employees to get in-
spired by the award win-
ners to work with greater
commitment at the
shopfloor.

The programme was co-
ordinated and compered by

Rajeev Kumar, DGM (P-
Mills Zone 1). At the outset,
Rajeev welcomed the par-
ticipants and shared that
14 Pali Shiromani awards
and 37 Karm Shiromani
awards have been givens so
far in Bar and Rod mill.
The awardees shared their
views on the occasion.
COVID protocols of Social
distancing were followed
during the award distribu-
tion ceremony.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: Citizens of
Maroda Sector East and
West will get rid of the
problems caused by rains.
Risali Municipal
Commissioner Ashish
Devangan has given in-
structions to construct cul-
verts for the drainage of
rain water in more than 25
places. On receiving the
complaint of water log-
ging in the Nidaan camp,
he along with Speaker
Keshav Banchhor and
Mayor Council member
Sanir Sahu went out for a
ward tour.

On Friday, a public prob-
lem redressal camp was
held in the club located in
Maroda sector. During
this, the citizens of Ward
11 Maroda Sector East and
Ward 12 Maroda Sector
West complained that the

BSP housing and road is 5
decades old. Presently the
culvert on the road is in di-
lapidated state. This is the
reason why there is a situ-
ation of water logging dur-
ing the rainy days. The
commissioner has given
instructions to start the
work after completing the
formalities for the culvert
construction work.

In the camp, Councilor
of Ward 12 and MIC mem-

ber Sanir Sahu had sub-
mitted the application
form for making ration
card. The issued card was
handed over by Risali
Mayor Shashi Sinha to
Sanir Sahu. Ration cards
were also given to other
beneficiaries in the camp.
On this occasion MIC
members Sonia Devangan,
Parameshwar, Vilas Rao
Borkar, Councilor Jamuna
Thakur, Dr Seema Sahu,

Anil Deshmukh were pres-
ent.

In the camp, Speaker
Keshav Banchhor in-
formed about the problem
of drinking water being
faced in BSP Market area.
On which the commission-
er gave instructions to pre-
pare a proposal to install
water ATM in the market
area. With the installation
of water ATM, not only
the traders but also the

people residing in the BSP
residence will be benefited
if the drinking water sys-
tem of BSP is disrupted
for some reason.

In the camp a total of
206 applications were
submitted out of which
116 have been resolved, 90
applications are in the
process of being solved,
while a total of Rs 37155
was deposited as proper-
ty tax.

Team from Karnataka 
visits nation’s first Block

Public Health Unit

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: A team
from Karnataka visited
India's first Block Public
Health Unit established in
Durg district. The team
praised the services being
provided in BPHU as well
as the Hamar Lab

(Pathology Laboratory).
They praised the commit-
ted working of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
G o v e r n m e n t ,
Administration and
National Health Mission
for the expansion of
health services. BMO Dr
Ashish Sharma gave de-
tailed information about
BPHU and Hamar Lab. On
the occasion, Deputy
Director Disease
Surveillance, State
Pathologist and other offi-
cers also oversaw the facil-
ities at BPHU. BPM
Poonam Sahu, BDM
Timon Sahu and other of-
ficers and employees were
present.

Bhilai Steel Plant turns around
life of Bhavesh for the better

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0033:: SAIL-BSP has
been bringing around a mean-
ingful difference in people's
lives in and around Bhilai as well
as in the region surrounding its
mines. Through one of these ini-
tiatives, Bhavesh Kumar Sinha,
a student of Gyanoday
Chhatravas has made his mark
by securing a position in 12th
standard Merit List of Durg dis-
trict. Students benefitting under
'Honhar Yojana' for Model Steel
Villages and Rajhara's 'Tribal
Yojana' are selected for study-
ing in 11th and 12th Class at
BSP's Bhilai Vidaylaya, Sector
02. These students reside in
Gyanoday Hostel under the
scheme of Corporate Social
Responsibility of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant. These students are
provided residential facilities,

education, books, coaching,
sports equipment, uniform and
daily need items free of cost.
Bhavesh Kumar Sinha, a student
of Biology was selected from
Model steel village 'Anda' under
'Honhar Yojana' of CSR. He has
secured 92.4% marks, securing
8th position in merit list of Durg
district. Bhilai collective con-
gratulates Bhavesh for his
achievement and wishes him
the best for his future.

Due date to bid for FSNL
privatisation extended

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: The fi-
nance ministry has ex-
tended the due dates for fil-
ing the bids (Expression of
Interest) for the privatisa-
tion of Ferro Scrap Nigam
Limited, a Government of
India Mini Ratna II
Company under Ministry
of Steel. Earlier the last
date of submitting bids
was June 06 which has
now been extended till
June 17.

It needs to be mentioned
here that EOI for disinvest-
ment of FSNL was issued
by DIPAM on March 31,
2022. Initially the last date
of filing EOI was May 05,
which was later extended
till June 06. Now the last
date has been extended
further.

It needs to be mentioned
here that such rules have
been laid that the institu-
tion of the state or central
government cannot partic-

ipate in this process. All
the responsibility of sell-
ing by DIPAM has been
given to a private organi-
zation named M/s BDO.

All the labour organiza-
tions and employees are
continuously protesting in
each unit of FSNL against
the government's move to
privatise this profit mak-
ing PSU. The employees'
unions and Officers
Association had submitted
a memorandum to the

Steel Minister as well as
Minister of State for Steel
demanding immediate
cancellation of disinvest-
ment and privatisation
process of FSNL and
merger of the company
with public sector under-
takings like SAIL. On the
contrary, DIPAM has
again extended the date of
submission of EOI till
June 17.

All the employees were
expecting the cancellation

of the tender process, but
this decision of the gov-
ernment has once again
disappointed them. In
order to further intensify
the anti-privatization cam-
paign of FSNL, the FSNL
trade union has called
upon all the unions to
unite and launch a joint
movement.

The labour unions of
FSNL suspected that the
date of tender has been ex-
tended for only 11 days to
benefit a particular com-
pany. Such activity on the
part of DIPAM creates sus-
picion and puts a big ques-
tion mark on the entire
process.

It needs to be mentioned
here that irregularities
were found in the disin-
vestment process of gov-
ernment companies like
Central Electronics
Limited, Pawan Hans
Limited, due to which
their sale process has been
stopped on Court's order.

BMC Mayor-in-council for removal of
country liquor shop on Nandani Road

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: The meet-
ing of the Mayor in Council
held under the chair of the
Mayor Neeraj Pal discussed
several important propos-
als and took necessary deci-
sions. Present at the meet-
ing were Commissioner
Prakash Surve and
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi. Taking an
important decision in the
meeting, the council has de-
cided to remove the coun-
try liquor shop operating
on Nandani Road and shift
it to some other place.

After fixing the rent of
the liquor shop, it will be
shifted to another place.
Considering other cases,
discussion on the construc-
tion work of badminton
court in ward number 51
Sector 4; approval of the
work of providing highly
skilled, skilled and semi-
skilled driver and helper
for the vehicle branch;
arrange for door to door
garbage collection in ward
number 30, 31, 32, 33, 34 of

zone number 4; approval of
Swachhata Shringar
Yojana for maintenance
and operation of communi-
ty toilets; approval of site
change for pavement con-
struction work from JP
Square to Sector 5 Square;
approval of change of site
for paver block work in
ward 63 Old Ward 57 Sector
6 on both sides of Road 38
and 39; approval of site
change for installation of
paver block on both sides of
road 40, acceptance of con-
tractual appointment of
Tulsi Vrinda Devangan,
Rajendra Kumar Soni and
Laxman Prasad Upadhyay;

discussion on additional
posts for Executive
Engineer and Chief
Sanitary Inspector in
Municipal Corporation
Bhilai.

In the discussion, the
members of the MiC
unanimously passed the
proposal on the issue of
consent of the need for ac-
ceptance of placement
computer operators and
the benefit of two ad-
vance increments as a re-
sult of passing the LSGD
examination by class II of-
ficers. Council members
Siju Anthony, Sandeep
Nirankari, Laxmipati

Raju, Saket Chandrakar,
Keshav Choubey,
Chandrashekhar Gawai,
Neha Sahu, Mannan
Ghaffar Khan, Malti
Thakur, Lalchand Verma,
Meera Banjare and Rita
Singh Gera, among offi-
cers Superintending
Engineers BK Devangan,
Zone Commissioner NR
Ratnesh, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra,
Executive Engineer
Sanjay Sharma, Vishnu
Chandrakar from Vehicle
Branch, Secretary Jeevan
Verma and Sharad
Dubey among others
were present.

Three workers suffer burns in mishap at BSP
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: Three
workers including a regu-
lar employee and two con-
tract workers suffered
burns in a mishap which
occurred at Bhilai Steel
Plant on the intervening
night of Friday. Molten
metal drops splashed on
to them following a blast
in the Steel Melting Shop
#2.

All the three are out of
danger and are undergo-
ing treatment at JLN
Hospital & Research
Centre, Sector 9.
According to information,
the incident occurred
around 02:30 hrs at
Convertor #3 of Steel
Melting Shop #2. A sud-
den blast occurred while
pouring the molten metal.

The workmen rushed to
the safe spots as the hot
metal drops splashed on
to them due to the blast.
58-year-old regular em-
ployee Maan Singh
Thakur fell on the floor
and suffered burns on his
palms. Contract labours
Bhushan Lal and Giri
Kumar suffered burns on
different parts of the body.

All the victims were
rushed to the Main
Medical Post and later

they were shifted to the
Burn Unit of JLN
Hospital. According to an
official statement, Maan
Singh has suffered about
20% burns on palms and
other parts of the body.

35-year-old contract
worker Giri Kumar suf-
fered about 15% burns
and has been discharged
from the hospital while 39-
year-old contract worker
Bhushan Lal has suffered
about 25% burns.

Bhavesh Kumar Sinha

Nidaan 40: 53 people get faults in Aadhar card rectified Young girls jump off ROB, one dead
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: Two girls
allegedly attempted sui-
cide by jumping off the
Maroda Railway Over
Bridge on Thursday. One
of them succumbed to her
injuries while the second
one is recuperating at the
hospital. Newai Police
lodged a case and investi-
gations are on.

According to informa-
tion, the deceased was
Priyanka Bandhe (18) a
resident of Village
Dumardeeh (Utai). Her
16-year-old cousin sister
is admitted to the hospital
with fatal injuries. They
left home on Thursday
morning to go to the mar-
ket.

They reportedly spent a
few hours in Maitri
Garden and boarded a
bus to return to their vil-

lage. However, they alight-
ed the bus in the middle of
Maroda Railway Over
Bridge. They walked for a
short distance and sud-
denly jumped off the
bridge.

Locals rushed to the
spot and the girls were
shifted to the hospital.

Within a few hours,
Priyanka succumbed to
her injuries at the District
Hospital. Her cousin has
suffered multiple frac-
tures and internal in-
juries. She is being treated
at District Hospital. Police
have lodged a case and in-
vestigations are on.

OPD facility to commence at CCM from June 13

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: Healthcare
facilities are going to ex-
pand at Chandulal
Chandrakar Memorial
Medical College and
Hospital, Kachandur with
commencement of OPD fa-
cilities from June 13.
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure chaired a
meeting of the doctors and
staff here on Friday and
discussed various issues to
ensure that the citizens can
avail maximum health
services in CCM
Kachandur.

He directed the doctors
and concerned officers to
open OPD with basic facili-
ties. He asked the doctors
positioned at OPD, vaccina-
tion and family planning
section to pay special atten-
tion so that a better and

safer environment could be
created for the future.

Many specialists will be
available along with stress
management clinics in this
hospital. Presently due to
irregular lifestyles, people
are suffering from diseases
like diabetes and hyperten-
sion. Hence, a stress man-
agement clinic will be
started in CCM. Apart
from this, General
Physician, Gynecology,
Orthopedic, Nose Ear

Throat, Infant and
Ophthalmologist will be
available in the OPD. Apart
from this, surgery facilities
related to cataract, family
planning and other dis-
eases will also be made
available in the hospital.

Nutrition Rehabilitation
Center will also be opened
in CCM Kachandur with
basic health facilities to
deal with the situation of
m a l n u t r i t i o n .
Malnourished children up

to 5 years of age will be ad-
mitted here and they will be
provided with a special diet
and treatment for 14 days.

They will be discharged
after the expected increase
in nutrition. Dr PK Patra,
Dr Atul Manohar Rao
Deshkar, Dr Naveen
Gupta, Dr Kiran, Dr
Kalindri Kumar, Dr
Vinamrata, Dr Pritam
Rajput, Aaksha Tiwari,
Rakesh Kumar, Jyotsna
Bharti were present.

Patients to get facilities of stress management clinic for lifestyle diseases also

Karm and Pali Shiromani awards
given in Bar and Rod Mill
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COVER ATOP PATHWAYS

The pathways at the Airport’s parking and garden area is being covered with rooftop
so as to provide relief to air-passengers who had to walk down all the way to parking
area for pick-up during summer and rainy season.Raipur, Jun 03: Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
requesting him to direct
the Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development Authority
(PFRDA) to return the
amount of Rs 17,240 cr– de-
posited with NSDL under
the New Pension
Scheme–to the
Government of
Chhattisgarh. The move
aims to ensure implemen-
tation of the decision

taken by the state govern-
ment to restore the old pen-
sion scheme to support the
retirement security of gov-
ernment employees.

“There is no such specif-
ic provision in the agree-
ment made by the state
government with NPS
Trust and NSDL, which
stops the state government
from restoring the Old
Pension Scheme. In the
federal structure, it is the
sovereign decision of the
state government. It will
be inappropriate to stop
implementation of a deci-
sion which was announced
in the state budget and
later approved in the cabi-
net aiming to secure the fu-
ture of employees and
their families”, said Mr.
Baghel.

He added that according
to the data available with
the state government, a

total of Rs 11,850 crore (em-
ployer and employee con-
tribution) has been trans-
ferred to NSDL from
November 1, 2004 to March
31, 2022. According to the
information received from
NSDL, at present the mar-
ket value of this deposit is
about Rs.17,240 crore. The
State Government had al-
ready requested PFRDA to
return this deposit amount
to the State Government
through a letter dated 20
May 2022. PFRDA, through
a letter dated 26 May 2022
replied that there is no
such provision in the
Pension Fund Regulatory
and Development
Authority Act, 2013, read
with the PFRDA (Exits and
Withdrawal under
National Pension Scheme)
Regulation, 2015 and other
relevant rules in which
this deposited amount can

be returned to the state
government.

Baghel stated in the let-
ter that it was announced
in the state budget 2022-23
speech to restore the old
pension scheme in place of
the new pension scheme
for all state government
employees appointed on or
after November 1, 2004.
The same has been ap-
proved in the cabinet meet-
ing dated May 1, 2022 and
necessary notification for
implementation of this de-
cision has been issued in
Chhattisgarh Gazette
(Extraordinary) on  May
11, 2022.

The officials and em-
ployees of the state govern-
ment play an important
role in the implementation
of welfare schemes of the
government. The state gov-
ernment has decided to re-
store the old pension
scheme on the long pend-
ing demand of officers and
employees of the state gov-
ernment. With effect from
April 1, 2022, the monthly
deduction and contribu-
tion from the salary of
state government employ-
ees to the NSDL as a part of
New Pension Scheme  has
been abolished. However, a

minimum of 12 per cent
salary will be deducted as
per the General Provident
Fund Rules, he said.

He added that it has also
been decided by the State
Government that the total
amount deposited by the
employees and the state
government with NSDL
till March 31, 2022, should
be returned back to the
state government. The
total amount deposited as
contribution of the state
government employees
should be transferred to
their respective General
Provident Fund accounts
and the total amount of
contribution of the State
Government should be
kept in a separate pension
fund under the Public
Account. Amount can be
withdrawn from this fund
if necessary for payment
of pensionary obligations
in future. Simultaneously,
for further promotion of
this fund, the deposited
amount will be safely in-
vested in the securities of
the Government of India,
State Governments and an
amount equal to 4 per cent
of the pension payment of
the previous year will be
invested.

CM urges PM to return the amount
Rs 17,240 cr deposited with NSDL 

To State Government
for restoring OPS

Writes letter to PM
Narendra Modi 

Requests to direct
the Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development
Authority to return
Rs 17,240 cr deposit-
ed with NSDL under
the New Pension
Scheme to
Chhattisgarh
Government

Bilaspur, Jun 03: Public
Health and Family Welfare
Minister TS Singhdeo today
instructed to conduct probe
into procurement of mecha-
nised laundry machine at
Rs 54 lakh in CIMS Bilaspur.
Adressing a meeting held at
Bilaspur District Office to
review departmental works
in Mungeli and Janjgir-
Champa he took serious
note of the complaint of ir-
regularities in CIMS and in-
structed the Dean Dr Kamal
Kishor Sahare to take neces-

sary steps to improve
arrangements in CIMS.

He instructed to ensure
working with better coordi-
nation between doctors and
other staff. He instructed to
expedite COVID testing and

COVID vaccination. The
meeting was attended by op-
position leader Dharamlal
Koushik, MLA Shailesh
Pandey, Narayan Chandel,
Indu Banjare and senior of-
ficers of the health depart-

ment.
Dr Sahare said that 710

beds were available in CIMS
at present. According to
him, the present space is in-
sufficient for the necessary
infrastructure for recogni-
tion of 200 seats in MBBS
course. On this, the
Minister Singhdeo directed
to prepare a proposal for a
900-bed hospital and send it
to the government.

The Minister Singhdeo
instructed to form a techni-
cal team for the purchase of

materials. He said that pur-
chase should be made only
from the agency prescribed
by the government. He also
instructed to ensure avail-
ability of medicines in all
hospitals. He directed the
Chief Medical and Health
Officers to conduct surveys
for sub-health centers ac-
cording to the population.
Instructions were given to
hand over all such sub-
health centers which have
been completed to the
health department.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0033::  Chhattisgarh
State Election Commission
today imparted training to sub
district (local) election offi-
cers and master trainers from
all the districts of the state
through video conferencing
for successful conduct of
three-tier panchayat by elec-
tions 2022.

Addressing the officers
present, State Election
Commissioner Thakur Ram
Singh instructed to conduct

the election work seriously
and with caution. By-elections
are being conducted on a total
of 755 vacant posts of three-
tier panchayat in 28 districts
of the state which included 07
posts of Janpad Panchayat
members, 118 of sarpanch
and 630 of panch.

Process of filing nomination
began on Friday. Intensive
training was given regarding
receipt of nomination papers,
scrutiny, allotment of logos,
etc. The officers present in the
training were given detailed
guidance by the State Election
Commissioner and their prob-
lems were resolved.
According to Thakur Ram
Singh this election is small but

the responsibility is big and
that it is necessary to com-
plete all the procedures care-
fully. He instructed to ensure
cent percent utilisation of
ONO software. He also
instructed to comply with
COVID protocol and said that
polling teams should be pro-
vided masks and other facili-
ties for COVID prevention.

The state election commis-
sioner said that the code of
conduct should be strictly fol-
lowed during the bye-election
so that free, fair and free elec-
tions can be conducted. The
Secretary of the Commission,
Rimijius Ekka, who was pres-
ent in the meeting also gave
necessary guidance.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 03:
Revenue cases are
beiong sorted out in the
district through camps
organised at the village
level since May 17 on the

instructions of Collector
Sourabh Kumar. Village
wise revenue camps are
being organised in all
tehsils of the districts
for issuance of ration
cards and redressal of
revenue cases pertain-

ing to mutation, account
division, demarcation,
diversion, issuance and
updation of new farmer
book, issuance of tempo-
rary caste certificate,
permission of delayed
birth certificate etc.

Camp organised at village level for
redressal of revenue cases

Raipur, Jun 03 (PTI):
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday lashed out at the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment over the targeted
killings in Jammu and
Kashmir and asked why
the BJP and RSS were
silent over these incidents.

He also said that al-
though the BJP leaders
earlier claimed that abro-
gation of Article 370 would
normalise the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir, the
situation was far from it.

Baghel was talking to re-
porters at the helipad in
Police Lines here before
heading to Bastar region
as part of his constituen-
cy-wise public interaction
drive ‘Bhent Mulaqat’.

Over a question on the
recent target killings in

Kashmir, Baghel said,
“They (BJP leaders) were
claiming that after revok-
ing the special status to
Jammu and Kashmir
everything will be nor-
malised there. Then why
did that not happen? They
had time to watch
‘Kashmir Files’ (a movie
based on the exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits in the
1990s), but now why BJP
and RSS are silent when
Hindus are being killed
there?”

“The important thing is
that their strategy on
Kashmir has completely
failed. What they thought
was not right,” he alleged.

Baghel further asked
who was accountable for
the killings of Kashmir
Pandits and Hindus in
Kashmir and what the
government has been
doing to ensure that they
are protected.

On Thursday, Hindu
government employees
took out a rally there seek-
ing to know what steps are
being taken by the govern-
ment to ensure their pro-
tection. The Government
of India and Governor of
J&K should answer them.
When they can’t protect
government employees
then what about the com-
mon people, he said.

Queried about arrival of
Haryana Congress MLAs
here in view of possible
horse trading in Rajya
Sabha election there, he
said, “Everything is al-
right and they are availing
training and holding meet-
ing.”

He also accused the BJP
of indulging in horse trad-
ing and claimed that it
brings leaders from other
parties into its fold
“through force and de-
ceit”.

“It happened in
Madhya Pradesh, south
West Bengal and now in
Gujarat (apparently re-
ferring to the induction of
Hardik Patel into BJP).
That is its working style.
They do not respect the
elected public representa-
tives. Despite not having
a majority, if they are
nominating a candidate,
it shows they want to do
horse trading,” he said.

Amid fears of cross-
voting in June 10 Rajya
Sabha Polls, the main op-
position Congress in
Haryana has shifted its
MLAs to the party-ruled
Chhattisgarh to protect
them from poaching.
Around 27 party MLAs
on Thursday evening
reached here and stayed
in a resort. Congress has
fielded Ajay Maken for
RS election from
Haryana.

They had time to watch ‘Kashmir Files’, but
silent on targeted killings in J&K: CM

p Baghel hits out at BJP

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 03: On the oc-
casion of World Cycle Day,
a cycle rally was organized
at Samasta Health and
Wellness Center by the
Health Department,
Raipur. The cycle rally was
taken out from CMHO of-
fice to Marine Drive under
the leadership of Chief
Medical and Health

Officer Dr Meera Baghel.
The purpose of the cycle

rally was to inspire people
to cycle and also to give the
message of how important
a cycle is for a healthy life.
World Cycle Day is cele-
brated on 5th June. In
order to make people un-
derstand the benefits of
cycling the Health
Department, Raipur or-
ganised cycle rally at all

the health and wellness
centers of the district, said
Dr Meera Baghel.

She said that World
Bicycle Day was first cele-
brated by the United
Nations General
Assembly in New York on
June 3, 2018. The opening
ceremony was attended by
a large number of people
including UN officials,
diplomats, athletes, advo-

cates of the cycling com-
munity. Several ways to
serve the cycling people
were also shared on the oc-
casion, she added.

According to Dr Baghel
cycling is an easy, cheap,
reliable means of trans-
port and helps to protect
the environment. Cycling
needs to be promoted, she
said, adding that cycling is
a complete exercise.

Cycling necessary to stay fit: Dr Meera Baghel

Sub-district (local) election officers
and master trainers receive training

For the three-tier
panchayat bye elec-
tion 2022

Complete election
process with vigi-
lance and alertness:
State Election
Commissioner

CIMS procures laundry machine at Rs 54 lakh
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0033:: After the out-
break of jaundice in Jagriti Nagar
and Trimurtinagar areas of the
capital, the Health Department
has issued an alert in view of the
danger in other areas. As per the
information, dirty water was sup-
plied in the past in Jagriti Nagar,
due to which five patients got
infected with jaundice. Similarly,
in Trimurtinagar area also two
people have been infected with
jaundice.

So far, a total of seven people
were suffering from jaundice
infection in Raipur. At the same
time, symptoms of jaundice were

also seen in many other people. 
Regarding the disease, the

nodal officer of the State
Hepatitis (Jaundice) Control
Program, Dr. Dharmendra Gahvai
said that if the digestive system
starts to deteriorate along with
feeling tired in the body, then
there is a need to be alert.
Yellowing of the eyes and skin

occurs only when the amount of
bilirubin (yellow substance) in
the body increases. The bilirubin
goes to the liver, but due to
excess quantity, it is neither
digested nor removed from the
body in the right amount. Due to
damage to the cells of the liver,
infection also occurs in other
parts of the liver. The breakdown
of red blood cells (RBCs) also
increases bilirubin levels.
Yellowing of eyes and nails in the
body, yellowing of urine, fever,
vomiting, abdominal pain and
dizziness are the main symptoms
of jaundice.

Alert issued in Raipur after seven patients got jaundice infection

Raipur, Jun 02: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
has said that keeping in
view the upcoming mon-
soon season, all necessary
preparations should be
made well in advance to
deal with excessive rains
and floods. Action plan
should be prepared for dis-
aster management in the
districts.

He said that in such areas
where there is a possibility
of flood every year, food
grains, drinking water and
other relief materials
should be stored. People
should be given informa-
tion about weather fore-
casts to avoid disasters like
floods, heavy rains. Chief
Secretary  Jain was ad-
dressing the meeting of
High Level Flood Control
Committee at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan here on
Thursday through video

conferencing. Chief
Secretary  Jain said that all
necessary preparations
should be made for the op-
eration of relief camps in
the likely flood affected
areas. These areas should
be continuously monitored.
If needed, complete plans
for camps  should be pre-
pared to take people to safe
places and stay. Whatever
flood protection equipment
is available in the districts
should be repaired. The
flood control room at the
district level remained op-
erational for 24 hours. In in-
accessible areas where it is
not possible to reach in case
of flood, store sufficient

quantity of food items, salt,
kerosene, life saving medi-
cines etc. in advance. The
Chief Secretary said that
keeping in view the possi-
bilities of infectious dis-
eases in the event of floods,
medical teams should be
constituted and necessary
life saving medicines
should be arranged.
Bamboo and bat should be
arranged for the repair of
flood damaged houses.
Similarly, the assessment of
crop damage should be
done jointly by the officers
of Revenue, Agriculture
and Horticulture
Department. The Chief
Secretary said that the flood

situation in urban areas is
often due to blockage of
drains. They should be
cleaned before the rain
through urban bodies.
After identifying dilapidat-
ed buildings, arrangements
should be made to resettle
the residing persons else-
where. The repair of
bridges and culverts should
be done so that road traffic
is not obstructed.
Arrangements should be
made for barriers etc. at ac-
cident prone places during
floods.

In the meeting,
Additional Chief Secretary,
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
Mrs. Renu Pillay, Principal
Secretary Health
Department Mrs. Maninder
Kaur Dwivedi, Secretary
Public Works and Public
Relations Mr. Siddharth
Komal Pardeshi, Secretary

of Energy Department Mr.
Ankit Anand, Secretary of
Urban Administration
Department Mrs. Alarmel
Mangai D., Secretary, Water
Resources Department,
Anbalagan P., Secretary,
Revenue and Disaster
Management, N.N.Ekka,
Secretary, Food
Department, Mr.
Topeshwar Verma,
Secretary of Forest
Department Mr. Prem
Kumar, Secretary of Home
Department Mr. Dhananjay
Devangan, Secretary of
Public Health Engineering
Department Mr. CR.
Prasanna, along with offi-
cials from Agriculture,
Animal Husbandry, Home
Guard, NDRF,
Doordarshan, All India
Radio, Indian Red Cross
Society, Meteorological
Center and BSNL were
present.

Prepare an action plan for disaster management: CS
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CM offers prayers to Sheetla Mata in Gitpahar
Prayed for the happiness and prosperity of people of state

Raipur, June 3: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday reached village
Gitpahar under Charama
tehsil of Bhanupratappur
assembly constituency.
The villagers accorded
him a traditional welcome
by offering him a turban to
wear. Mr. Baghel prayed
for the happiness, well-

being and prosperity of the people of the state by of-
fering prayers to Sheetla Mata. Along with worship-
ping Angarmoti Mata he also worshipped Dokra Dev
and Pahariya Dokra Dev praying for good rains.
Besides, Chief Minister planted a sapling of Neem
tree in the temple premises. Women and Child
Development Minister Mrs. Anila Bhediya and
Deputy Speaker of Chhattisgarh legislative assembly
and Bhanupratappur MLA Manoj Singh Mandavi
were also present on the occasion.

CM visits Durgukondal Community Health Center
Durgukondal: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Friday reached Durgukondal village during his visit
to Kanker assembly constituency. He inspected the 30
bedded Durgukondal Community Health Center. He
checked the facilities available in the health centre by
visiting the dental ward, radiography room, newborn
care centre, laboratory, registration room, medicine
distribution centre, delivery ward, vaccination room,
T.B. clinic and isolation room. He also spoke to the pa-
tients and inquired about their health.

It is worth mentioning that Durgukondal CHC was
started in the year 2017. A total of 35 staff have been
appointed here including 07 doctors, 12 staff nurses,
03 lab technicians, radiographer, ward boys and sani-
tation workers. They rendered their services to the
patients even during Covid-19 period. A separate
ward and covid care center for Covid-19 patients was
set up equipped with 29 oxygen concentrators and 08
oxygen cylinders for treatment of corona patients.

CM Baghel had lunch at woman farmer’s house
Enjoys ‘Karmatta-Koliyari Bhaji’ and

‘Jimmikand sabzi’
Raipur, Jun 03: Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday reached
Durgukondal village
during his visit to
Kanker assembly con-
stituency. His convoy
stopped at the house of a
woman farmer Mrs.
Savita Uikey where he
shared lunch with the
family sitting on the
ground.

Savita Uikey served ‘Karmatta-Koliari Bhaji’,
‘Chech Bhaji’, ‘Rakhiya Badi’, potato vegetable,
‘Jimmikand Sabzi’, ‘Urad-Moong Dal’, Rice, ‘Roti’,
‘Jirra Phool Chutney’, Mango Chutney and Madia
Page to Chief Minister. After this, the Chief Minister
also enjoyed Kheer, Chhind, Jamun and Desi Mango.

Mr. Baghel also interacted with the family mem-
bers. He asked the children whether they go to school.
“Yes! We both go to school. One study in class 1 and
other in class 4 in Swami Atmanand English Medium
School started by you”, the children replied proudly.
Mayank is grade one and Rihan is in fourth grade.
Expressing his happiness, Mr. Baghel gave chocolates
and other prizes to both the children.

Expressing her gratitude to Chief Minister, the
children’s mother said “it is because of the opening of
Government-run English Medium Schools that chil-
dren hailing from farmer’s families like ours are now
able to study in English medium schools.”

Earthworms have become true
‘Mitaan’ of women in Gitpahar

Raipur, June 03: Earthworms play an important
role in making the soil fertile, and hence, they are
called friends to farmers. But who had known that
these creepy crawlers can become the ‘mitaan’ of
women and create an additional source of income
for them. It sounds strange but it is true. Women in
Gitpahar Gram Panchayat have befriended these
tiny creatures to explore a whole new dimension of
financial empowerment.

Resident of Gitpahar, Urvashi Jain had started
practicing vermiculture at the local Gauthan
around one and a half years ago, under Suraaji
Gaon Yojana of Chief Minister Mr Bhupesh
Baghel. And till date, Urvashi and her self-help
group Saraswati Mahila Swa-Sahayta Samooh has
sold nearly 7 quintals of earthworms worth Rs one
lakh 37 thousand. Today, they have sufficient quan-
tity of earthworms to meet the demand of farmers
and other gauthans. Besides, they have also earned
a profit of Rs one lakh 39 thousand by selling
vermi compost.

Sangeeta Patel of village Jepra also has similar
success story to tell. She too has sold 5 quintals of
earthworms worth Rs 90 thousand in a span of one
and a half years. She has also earned a profit of Rs
2 lakh by selling 40 quintals of vermi compost so
far. Both Urvashi and Sangeeta were provided
earthworms by Agriculture Department. Both the
beneficiaries created a favourable environment for
vermiculture and in this way the quantity of
earthworms multiplied. And today, not only the
private traders but the Agriculture Department it-
self procures earthworms from Urvashi and
Sangeeta.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0033::  Rajiv Gandhi
Gramin Bhoomiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana, launched
by the Chhattisgarh government
to provide direct financial aid to
the poor landless families is lend-
ing a helping hand to about 3 lakh
55 thousand families. Along with
rural landless agricultural laborer
families, shepherds, carpenters,
blacksmiths, cobblers, barbers,
washermen and priests, forest

produce collectors, families asso-
ciated with the ‘pauni-pasari’ sys-
tem and other sections are also
getting benefit from the scheme.
Under the scheme, the benefici-
ary families are being given a
financial assistance of Rs 7 thou-
sand per year by the state govern-
ment. This new innovative
scheme named after former
Prime Minister Bharat Ratna Late
Shri Rajiv Gandhi, was launched

by MP Mr. Rahul Gandhi in Raipur
on February 3, 2022. In the finan-
cial year 2022-23, an amount of Rs
71 crore 8 lakh 4 thousand has
been released under this scheme
on May 21.

Chhattisgarh has become the
first state in the country to come
up with such a unique scheme for
landless agro laborer families.
The move comes after people
belonging to economically weak-

er sections sought direct help
from the government amid the
Covid-19 pandemic period when
their employment was badly
affected. Chhattisgarh govern-
ment started this scheme with an
objective of providing direct help
to landless agro laborer families.
Nearly 3 lakh 55 thousand 354
such beneficiary families have
been registered under the
scheme. 

Raipur, Jun 03: If dairy
farmers collectively do
their work by forming as-
sociations and collect milk
with the help of the associ-
ation, then the
Government can arrange
the purchase of dairy
through collection centers.
The Charama, Jun 03:
Chief Minister said so to a
farmer from Charama, Mr.
Bhushan Sahu, during the
Bhent Mulaqat pro-
gramme held in Gitpahar
in Bhanupratappur
Vidhansabha. Bhushan
told the Chief Minister
that he is involved in the
business of dairy farming.

Milk purchase centers in
the state and purchase of
milk at Government ap-
proved prices would have
made things easier for us.
The Chief Minister an-
swered that if the associa-
tions start this initiative,
then the Government can
consider opening collec-
tion centers after examin-
ing the case so that the
milk can be sold easily
through these centers. The
Chief Minister, on this oc-
casion, told the farmers of
Gitpahar that it is always
beneficial to work through
associations because
many schemes of the
Government have been de-
signed to encourage these
associations. The Chief
Minister performed the
Bhoomipujan and inaugu-
ration of 83 Devgudis
worth Rs. 5 Crore 19 Lakh.
He also worshipped
Shitala Mata and prayed
for the happiness and pros-
perity of the state.

Received gains in farm-
ing and started taking dou-
ble the quantity of crops –

Mr. Mahesh Nishad said
that debt of Rs. 49 thou-
sand was remitted, and he
received the installments
under the Rajiv Gandhi
Kisaan Nyay Scheme.
Farming is providing me
with significant gains. I
have started taking double
the quantity of crops. A
beneficiary in Gitpahar,
Girdhari Lal, told the
Chief Minister that he
was unable to do farming
because of the absence of
Patta. However, after I re-
ceived the forest rights
Patta, I started farming.
Now I’m conducting farm-
ing on 2 Acres of land. Due
to the Rajiv Gandhi Kissan
Nyay Scheme, I’m getting
a reasonable price for the
crops. There is happiness
and prosperity in my life
because of you, Mr. Chief
Minister. Santosh
Devendra said that he is
farming on 14 Acres of
land. My debt of Rs. 1.5
Lakh has been remitted. I
have received Rs. 26
Thousand as the first in-
stallment of the Rajiv

Gandhi Kissan Nyay
Scheme. Sir, farming has
again brought happiness
into my life.

Instructions to help dis-
abled Bharti – Like always,
the sensitive and thought-
ful side of the Chief
Minister’s personality was
revealed in Gitpahar.
Bharti, who has both her
hands disabled, told the
Chief Minister that she
faces many difficulties be-
cause of her disability.
The Chief Minister imme-
diately gave instructions
to the Collector to solve the
problems faced by handi-
capped people on priority.
He asked to monitor
whether disabled people
are reaping the benefits of
the Government schemes
or not.

Chief Minister made an
important announcement
in Gitpahar - The Chief
Minister announced the
construction of a mini sta-
dium in Gitpahar. He an-
nounced the construction
of a Community Home for
the tribal society in
Charama.

He also announced the
opening of a District Co-
operative Central Bank
branch and instructed the
Collector to mark a place
for it. The Chief Minister
announced the opening of
Sub Health Centers in
Basanwahi and Bargari.
He also assented to the
proposals for all Devgudis
and Ghotuls in the
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Vidhansabha.

Dairy producers should form
their own associations: CM

Govt will consider
setting up collec-
tion centers and
purchasing the
products

CM told the dairy
farmers during the
Bhent Mulaqat
Program

Raipur, Jun 03:
Chhattisgarh State Open
School (CG SOS) on Friday
declared result of the High
School and Higher
Secondary Certificate
Main and Opportunity
Examinations 2022. 53.7
per cent students passed
in the high school exami-
nation while 64.3 per cent
in the higher secondary
examination. Students can
check their exam result on
http://www.sos.cg.nic.in
a n d
http://www.result.cg.nic.i
n.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam
have congratulated all the
successful candidates and
wished them a bright fu-
ture. They have asked the
students who failed in the
examination not to get dis-
heartened stating that fail-
ure is the stepping stone to
success. They should work
hard to achieve success in
the examination.

A total of 42 thousand
156 students were regis-
tered in the High School
Certificate Main and
O p p o r t u n i t y
Examination, out of
which 36 thousand 411
candidates appeared in the
examination. The results
of 15 candidates have been

withheld due to various
reasons. The results of 36
thousand 396 candidates
were released today. 19
thousand 318 candidates
passed in the examination
and the passing percent-
age was 53.7 per cent.

Similarly, a total of 73
thousand 41 students were
registered in the Higher
Secondary Certificate
Main and Opportunity
Examination, out of
which 67 thousand 895
candidates appeared in
the examination. The re-
sults of 30 candidates have
been withheld due to vari-
ous reasons. As many as
13 thousand 706 students
appeared in the examina-
tion under the RTD
scheme, whose result will
be declared next year. The
results of the remaining
54 thousand 163 candi-
dates have been released.
34 thousand 683 candi-
dates passed in the exami-
nation and the passing
percentage was 64.3 per
cent.

Chhattisgarh State
Open School Secretary in-
formed that the students
who failed in these exami-
nations can appear in the
examination by submit-
ting the application form
for the upcoming exami-
nation at their study 
centre.

53.7%  students
pass in high

school, 64.3%
pass in HSc

Ch’garh Open School Exam result declared

Raipur, Jun 03: Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangthan,
Raipur, CG, Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports,
Government of India, or-
ganized Cycle Rally in
Raipur under the Amrit
Mahotsav of Azadi on the
occasion of World Cycle
Day.

The event was celebrat-
ed across the country, in
all the state capital and 75
iconic places of India,
wherein, more than 9.68
lakh kms were covered.
Raipur rally was green
flagged by the Chairman,
Nagar Palik Nigam,
Pramod Dubey, wherein
more than 152 NYKS vol-
unteers, NSS volunteers
and other cycle enthusiast
were participated in the
Raipur.

The rally was culminat-
ed at Telibanda Talab
(Marine Drive) via the
Make in India intersec-
tion, was started at the
Collectorate premises. LS
MP, Sunil Soni was the
chief guest of the pro-
gram. He apprised youth

that in today’s era, exer-
cise and physical activi-
ties are vital for healthy
body and mind. He moti-
vated youth to adopt
sports and yoga in their
day-to-day life.

Shrikant Pandey,

State Director, Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangathan
CG told that World Cycle
Day was celebrated in
all the NYK districts of
the Chhattisgarh where-
in it was celebrated in
grand manner in

Raipur, Bhilai and Durg.
Arpit Tiwari, District
Youth Officer informed
that the objective of this
rally is to motivate citi-
zens to adopt cycle as a
means of recreation and
a mode of transport. He
further apprised that the
theme of this year’s
World Bicycle Day is “
“Celebrating The
Affordable Route To
Sustainability”.

Hemendra Singh,
Deputy Director, Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangathan,
CG, Ramsuchit Mishra,
APS, State Office, NYKS,
Raipur and NYKS volun-
teers were present in the
rally. In addition, Kripa
Shankar Yadav,
Additional Director, Press
Information Bureau,
Pravesh Joshi, District
Sports Officer, Sunita
Chansoria and Ratri
Lahiri, Program Officer,
National Service Scheme
(NSS), and their volun-
teers were integral of this
program, making it a
huge success.

NYK observe World Bicycle Day 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0033::  All India Bank
Officers’ Confederation
(AIBOC) , the apex trade
union representing the
Supervisory Cadre in the
Banking Industry expresses
deep concern and shock at the
brutal murder of Sh. Vijay
Kumar, Branch Manager of
Ellaqahi Dehati Bank branch in
District Kulgam of Kashmir.
The Confederation conveys its
heartfelt condolences to the
family of the deceased.

AIBOC expresses deep con-
cern and is greatly worried for
the security, safety and well-
being of hundreds of Bank
employees belonging to the
targeted communities and
posted in the far flung areas/
branches in the Kashmir
Valley outside Srinagar City.
The organisation has been
flagging the issue to Bank
Managements at various lev-
els for the last one year since
the killing of Sh. Bindroo, a
businessman dealing in medi-
cine retail trade, in 2021, but
unfortunately the concerned
managements have not paid
any heed to our requests till
date. With a sudden and sharp
escalation in such targeted
killings over the last one
week, our fears and concern
for the safety and security of
Bank Employees have grown
manifold.

We once again remind the
Management of all concerned
Banks that it is their primary
responsibility  to make
arrangements for the security
of their employees working
anywhere in the Kashmir
Valley. The onus of ensuring

the safety of the bank employ-
ees working anywhere in the
Kashmir valley squarely rests
with the management of vari-
ous banks. The concerned
managements, without wast-
ing even a day further, need to
act swiftly sans further delay. 

AIBOC raised the demand
from the concerned  manage-
ments:  1. Transfer all bank
employees posted in various
branches/ offices of respec-
tive banks in Kashmir valley to
branches/ offices located in
uptown Srinagar city. 2.
Provide for adequate security
in all such branches/ offices.
3. Provide for secured pooled
accommodation for all such
employees in uptown Srinagar
city. 4. Provide for secured
transport facility for daily
movement of such employees
between their pooled accom-
modation and place of work.
5. In case the State
Government is unable to pro-
vide the required police per-
sonnel for security as
detailed above, arrangement
for private security should be
made forthwith.  

AIBOC reiterates that it is
the time for adopting swift,
efficient and effective securi-
ty measures without further
delay.  All security measures
need to be put in place
peremptorily. We urge upon
Bank Management and the
appropriate administrative
authorities to ensure the
security and safety of Bank
officers and employees,
informs Y Gopal Krishna,
state secretary AIBOC in a
press release.

Raipur, Jun 03: School
Education Secretary Dr. S.
Bharathidasan has in-
structed to pay special at-
tention to the attendance
of teachers and students
in the new academic ses-
sion. He has asked to en-
sure implementation of
various schemes run in
the department in the new

academic session. The offi-
cers of the School
Education Department
have been directed to con-
duct surprise inspection
and monitoring of educa-
tional institutions from
June 16 to July 15, 2022 and
submit the inspection re-
port within the stipulated
time frame. In this regard,
the State level officers
have been entrusted with
the responsibility of moni-
toring and monitoring the
educational institutions of
the district by the School
Education Department. It
has been directed by the
School Education
Department that all the in-

specting officers will test
the 100% attendance of
teachers, staff and stu-
dents during the surprise
inspection from June 15 to
July 15 (continuously for
one month).

Disciplinary action will
be taken against the teach-
ers found absent as per
rules. During the inspec-
tion review will be done of
various departmental
schemes like Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English and Hindi
Medium School, free text-
book distribution, free
uniform distribution, free
cycle distribution (2020-
21), mid-day meal, admis-

sion under RTE, scholar-
ship, Mahtari Dular
Yojana, suitable school
building, status of toilets
and operation of kinder-
garten centers.

All the officers of the de-
partment will also inspect
the status of free textbook
distribution, free uniform
distribution, free cycle dis-
tribution, operation of
mid-day meal, admission
under RTE, scholarship
distribution, Mahtari
Dular scheme, operation
of kindergarten centers,
school premises under
Mati Pujan Maha
Abhiyan, production of
vegetables, model toilets,

linkage of schools for sup-
ply of food items by
Gauthans and mid-day
meals by women self-help
groups. All the Divisional
Joint Directors,
Subordinate Deputy
Directors, Assistant
Directors of the School
Education Department
have been directed to con-
duct surprise inspections
of at least 10-10 schools
(Higher Secondary, High
School, Middle and
Primary) in the districts
under their jurisdiction.
All District Education
Officers and Subordinate
Assistant Directors,
District Project

Coordinator of Samagra
Shiksha, Principal Diet
will conduct surprise in-
spection of minimum 10-
10 schools. Similarly, all
Block Education Officers,
Block Resource
Coordinators, Assistant
Block Education Officers
will also conduct surprise
inspections of at least 10-
10 schools (middle and pri-
mary schools) under their
jurisdiction. All the princi-
pals, cluster coordinators
of Higher Secondary
School will conduct sur-
prise inspection of at least
5-5 middle and primary
schools in their respective
complexes.

Special emphasis on presence of teachers and students: Dr. Bharathidasan
In new academic
session

Every district in-
charge officer will
inspect 10-10
schools

AIBOC condemns brutal
killing of a bank officer

RGGBKMNY lends a helping hand to the landless labor families



Free BP-Sugar NCD
Checkup Camp organized
Central Chronicle News

Korba, Jun 03: To create
awareness against non
communicable diseases
in people above 30 years
of age, an NCD camp was
organized in the district,
in which 855 new patients
of high and low blood
pressure have been iden-
tified.

Similarly, 841 new pa-
tients with sugar have
been confirmed and free
medicines were also dis-
tributed to the patients
who were confirmed with
BP sugar in the investiga-
tion diagnosis. During
the camp, a total of 27
thousand 924 people in
urban and rural areas
were tested for blood
pressure in a single day.

Similarly, a total of 27
thousand 717 people were
tested for sugar. In the
first NCD camp organ-
ized on 30th March, the
identified BP-Sugar pa-
tients were also given
necessary medicines and
necessary health advice.

It is noteworthy that
under the guidance of
Collector Ranu Sahu, the
district administration
has organized a major
health camp in the dis-
trict for the purpose of
providing better health
facilities to the residents
of the district and identi-
fying the patients suffer-
ing from serious diseases.

CMHO Dr.B.B.Bode in-
formed that 5846 people
were tested in NCD camp
in Korba, 4575 in Kartala,
4196 in Pali, 4237 in Pondi

Uporda, 4689 in urban
area and 4381 in Katghora
block. During this, a total
of 16526 women and 11398
men were examined.

After investigation, 223
new BP patients were
confirmed in the most
urban area in the test re-
port. Similarly, 95 new BP
patients have been con-
firmed in development
block Kartala, 149 in
Korba, 124 in Pali, 83 in
Katghora and 181 in de-
velopment block
Pondiuporda.

Similarly, in NCD
camp, 5846 people were
tested in Korba, 4575 in
Kartala, 4381 in
Katghora, 4196 in Pali,
4237 

State govt sitting with eyes
and ears closed: Kaushik

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 03: The
Leader of Opposition in
VS Dharamlal Kaushik
met the local guest
teachers and MNREGA
workers sitting on indef-
inite dharna for last two
months after reaching
Madi and supported
their movement.

Around 2100 local
guest teachers of Bastar
division have been sit-
ting on indefinite dhar-
na for last two months
in support of their 9
point demands. Along
with them the MNRE-
GA workers of the dis-
trict are also agitating
continuously to fulfill
the demand of regular-
ization.

The Leader of
Opposition Kaushik at
the protest site said that
the state government is
sitting with eyes and
ears closed and is least
bothered about the
teachers and workers
who are agitating for
long. Supporting the
movement, he assured to

put pressure on the state
government and bring
the matter in the next as-
sembly session.

The Leader of
Opposition Kaushik
along with former MP
Dinesh Kashyap, BJP
State General Secretary
Kirandev, former
Minister Lata Usedi,
District President

Rupsinh Madavi, Dr.
Subhau Kashyap,
Baiduram Kashyap,
Srinivas Rao Maddi,
Lachhuram Kashyap,
Yogendra Pande,
Ramashya Singh,
Vedprakash Pande,
Rajneesh Panigrahi,
Narasimha Rao, Manoj
Patel etc. were also 
present.

Illegal business of flammable
substances going on openly

Central Chronicle News

Mandir Hasoud, Jun 03:
National Highway 53 pass-
es which passes through
Mandir Hasaud connects
several states and due to
the proximity of Mandir
Hasaud to Naya Raipur and
Raipur many small and big
industries are established
in the area and this region
is in news for some wrong
reasons. Here illegal busi-
ness of diesel petrol is
being done by some anti-so-
cial elements at a distance
from the police station
premises and HP Gas Plant
temple, Hasaud Gujara
Umaria.

The Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation
Indian Oil depot located in

the area from where the
delivery of diesel, petrol
and kerosene is given to
every nook and corner of
the state is the centre point
of illegal petrochemical
black marketing.
Allegedly some employees
are black-marketing petrol
kerosene and diesel to
transporters and drivers,

often hoarding it before
selling.

At the same time, it is
also being feared that the
illegally collected diesel
petrol is likely to be sup-
plied to the company's
manufacturing spurious
oil, sanitizers and paints
in the state. Where large-
scale gangs are involved in

the illegal business of in-
flammable substances, in
which the mafia of Orissa
Bhilai and other states are
involved, there is a possi-
bility of a major incident
in the area due to illegal
trade of flammable mate-
rial in the open, which will
affect the densely populat-
ed adjacent area.

Two petrol pumps, HP
Gas Plant, Indian Oil
Corporation and FCI
Godown are located in
Mandir Hasaud, with vehi-
cles lining to get petro
products can also add up
to the seriousness' of the
prolem.Public have opined
to curb the illegal business
at the earliest so that any
susceptible fire accident
can be averted before time.

p Leader of Oppn supported the
agitating guest teachers and
MNREGA workers
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Stubble burning elevates
pollution and fog

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Jun 03:
Visibility of fog with dust
particulate is being report-
ed in the region, which is
an active indicator of stub-
ble burning by the farming
community post harvest-
ing. As per reports, in
Rajim region after harvest-
ing, farmers burn the stub-
ble lying in the fields;
which in return causes air
pollution and also weakens
the fertility of the farm.

In view of this, the dis-
trict administration has re-
peatedly asked the farmers
not to burn the stubble and
have also appealed to do-
nate the dry hay to the
Guthans, but the framers
are showing lack of inter-

est in the same.
According to the officials

of the Agriculture
Department, the farmers
have a misconception that
after burning the stubble,
the residue (ash) will fertil-
ize the field but on the con-

trary by burning stubble,
the fertility potential of the
land and beneficial insects
are also destroyed. At the
same time, it causes air pol-
lution, which is thick and
immersed with particulate
matter.

A special team of
Agriculture Department
has also been formed for its
monitoring, and whoever is
found doing so will be
fined. According to experts
in the field, due to burning
of stubble, the fertility ca-
pacity of the land is contin-
uously decreasing, due to
which up to 80 percent ni-
trogen, sulfur and 20 per-
cent other nutrients are de-
ficient in the land. Soil nu-
trients like 5.5 kg of nitro-
gen, 2 kg of phosphorus
and 1.2 kg of sulfur are de-
stroyed by burning one ton
of paddy straw and the
paddy straw is the richest
form of fodder for the cud
chewing animals, predomi-
nantly found in villages
and rural areas.

BMC Koliyari organise public awareness
Anwari, Jun 03: On occasion of World Anti-Tobacco

Day, the members of Bharat Mata Vahini (BMV) group
Koliyari organised public  awareness programme as
done every year. Under this people  were apprised about
the harmful effects due to use of Tobacco and through a
public awareness rally promoted the  same.

8 bookies-Khaiwal arrested for betting

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 03:
Kotwali police and
Bodhghat police have ar-
rested 8 bookie-Khaiwals
who are speculating under
the pressure of higher offi-
cials, the police have recov-
ered an amount of more
than Rs 33000 along with
thousands of speculative
slips from them. Case
under section 4 (A) has
been filed under the
Gambling Act. It is to be
known that yesterday the
police captain had reshuf-
fled the policemen from one
place to another through
his letter.

CSP Hemsagar Sidar
said that after receiving in-

formation about betting in
different areas of the city,
Kotwali TI Aiman Sahu
and Bodhghat TI Lalji
Sinha conducted a cam-
paign and caught  8 'khai-
wals' red-handed from dif-
ferent areas of the city.

Among them the accused
nabbed under police sta-
tion Kowatali include
Ravidra Sethia R/o
Geedam Road with cash of
Rs.3290 /. Rs 3500 / was re-
covered  from Kamaljit
Kashyap R/o Nayamunda;
Rs 3410 / - from Vicky
Thakur R/o Gandhinagar
ward and accused under
police station Bodhghat ;
Gaurav Tiwari R/oresident
Rajiv Gandhi ward from
whom Rs. 5150 / was recov-
ered; Prakash Pani R/o
Nayamuda witih Rs. 5150 /;
Mahendra Das R/o
Nayamuda Rs. 3300 /;
Dinesh Rao R/o

Ravidranath Tagore ward
with Rs. 5450 / and Rs.5500/
from Sanjay Gandhi Ward,
R/o Yuvraj Das, Rs.33020/
has been recovered from 8
bookies and confiscated. By
catching so many bookies
in a single day, the inten-
tion of the policemen serv-
ing in the police station has
come into controversy be-
cause it clearly shows that
the police already knew the
black history of betting of
these bookies.

Seeing this sudden ac-
tion, it seems that everyone
is trying to prove himself
as a better policeman in the
eyes of the captain so that
he cannot be removed from
his places. All the accused
have been arrested after
registering the offense of
Section 4-A Gambling Act
against all the accused in
police station Kotwali and
Bodhghat.

p Cash worth 
Rs 33000 recovered 

PROTEST 

Congress activists shout slogans during a protest over summoning of Congress
President Sonia Gandhi and party leader Rahul Gandhi in connection with an alleged
money laundering case by ED, outside Governor’s residence in Kolkata on Friday. 

CONDOLENCES

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann offers his condolences to Balkaur Singh, 
father of the slain Punjabi singer Sidhu Moosewala, at Musa village in Mansa district,
here on Friday 

Issue of women commuters’
safety taken ‘very seriously’

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

A day after a woman al-
leged that she was sexual-
ly harassed by a man at a
Delhi Metro station, the
DMRC on Friday said that
it takes the issue of safety
of its women commuters
“very seriously” and that
all possible cooperation is
being extended to the law
and order agencies so that
necessary action can be
taken.

The woman took to
Twitter to narrate her or-
deal following which the
Delhi Police had asked her
to provide her contact de-
tails so that they could
reach her.

The woman has alleged
that she was sexually ha-
rassed by a man at Jor
Bagh Station on the Yellow

Line on Thursday after-
noon.

The woman claimed
that when she got off at
the station, a man ap-
proached her on the pre-
text of confirming an ad-
dress.

The man flashed his
genitals while trying to
show me a file containing
an address, the woman al-
leged in a tweet.

The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation issued a state-
ment, saying, “Delhi
Metro takes the issue of
the safety of our women
commuters very seriously.
All possible cooperation is
being extended to the law
and order agencies so that
necessary action can be
taken”.

The woman had also al-
leged that when she had

asked the authorities to do
something, they instead
blamed her for creating a
scene.

“I asked them to do
something about it but in-
stead they started blaming
me and said dat I shouldve
created a scene & tht
theres nothing they can do
now since he managed to
leave (sic),” the woman
said in her tweets.

The woman said she is
scared to step out of her
house and “the incident
has completely shaken up
my belief that metros are
safe.”

She said it’s important
that this reaches the right
authorities, including the
DMRC and the Delhi
Police, so that they know
“how bad their safety
measures are”.

Distribution of awards, grand flower show
mark Karunanidhi’s birth anniversary in TN
Chennai, Jun 03 (PTI): 

Distribution of awards in-
stituted in the name of
Dravidian icon and former
chief minister M
Karunanidhi by Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin, and a breathtaking
flower show here marked
the former’s 98th birth an-
niversary celebrations.

The Chief Minister led
the state in paying floral
tributes to his father and
late chief minister at his 16-
feet high bronze statue in-
stalled on the campus of the
multi-super specialty gov-
ernment hospital at
Omandurar Government
Estate here.

State ministers, legisla-
tors and parliamentarians
joined Stalin in paying floral
tributes to a portrait kept at
the statue. Flower petals
were showered on the huge
statue of Karunanidhi with
the help of a drone. The
Chief Minister visited the
Marina beach front where
the memorials of
Karunanidhi and former
chief minister C N

Annadurai are situated and
paid his respects.

Stalin presented the
‘Kalaignar Kalaithurai
Vithagar’ award, carrying a
cash reward of Rs 10 lakh
and a citation to renowned
screen writer Aaroor Das
and the ‘Kalaignar
Ezhuthukol’ award to senior
journalist I
Shanmuganathan.

The Kalaignar
Ezhuthukol award, institut-
ed by the Information and
Public Relations
Department to honour jour-
nalists for their contribu-
tion to social development
and upliftment of the mar-

ginalised sections, carries a
cash prize of Rs 5 lakh and a
citation. On the day, a spec-
tacular flower show was or-
ganised for the first time by
the horticulture department
in connection with the birth
anniversary celebrations of
Karunanidhi. The three-day
flower show was inaugurat-
ed by Chepauk-
Thiruvallikeni MLA and the
Chief Minister’s son,
Udhayanidhi Stalin. The ex-
otic flowers brought from
Krishnagiri, Dharmapuri,
Ooty and Kodaikanal have
been meticulously arranged
to attract the onlookers’
eyes.
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BRIEF

Arrest  
i New Delhi: The CBI

has arrested seven
persons, including the
assistant general
manager of public
sector undertaking
Mishra Dhatu Nigam
Ltd (MIDHANI), for
allegedly diverting
valuable material to
scrap dealers in
Hyderabad, officials
said on Friday.
Besides MIDHANI
AGM S Narasing Rao,
the central agency has
arrested two person-
nel of the Telangana
State Special
Protection Force,
Constable Saripalli
Prem Kumar and
Assistant
Commandant
Ravinder Reddy. It
also nabbed scrap
dealers Mohammed
Nayeem Nayyar and
Mohammed Waseem
Nayyar and MID-
HANI casual employ-
ees Bathkola Murali
and Nasa Deekshith.

Two killed
i Guna: Two boys were

killed and one in-
jured, when a tractor-
trolley carrying sand
overturned and
trapped them in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Guna district on
Friday, police said.
The accident took
place between Amrod
and Simrod villages
in the afternoon,
when three children
were sitting on the
sand-laden tractor-
trolley as it over-
turned and trapped
them under it, an offi-
cial said. State
Panchayat Minister
Mahendra Singh
Sisodia, who was trav-
elling on that road,
stopped at the scene
and rushed the chil-
dren to a hospital by
engaging an ambu-
lance, he said.

Harassment 
i New Delhi: A woman

has alleged that she
was sexually harassed
by a man at a station
on Delhi Metro’s yel-
low line, officials said
on Friday. The woman
also alleged that the
policeman standing
on the platform did
not take any action
after she approached
him for help. The
woman took to
Twitter to narrate her
ordeal following
which the Delhi Police
asked her to provide
her contact details so
that they can reach
her. The DMRC also
issued a statement on
Friday, saying it takes
the issue of safety of
its women commuters
“very seriously” and
that all possible coop-
eration is being ex-
tended to the law and
order agencies so that
necessary action can
be taken.

Munde remembered 
i New Delhi: Tributes

poured in for former
Union minister
Gopinath Munde on
his eighth death an-
niversary on Friday
with BJP leaders re-
calling his contribu-
tion to ending the un-
derworld rule in
Mumbai and paving
the way for Sardar
Sarovar project on
Narmada. Senior BJP
leader and Indian
Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR) pres-
ident Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe re-
membered Munde, a
former Maharashtra
deputy chief minister,
for his role in ending
the influence of the
underworld in
Mumbai, which was
then known for gang
wars. Munde was the
deputy chief minister
of Maharashtra from
1995-99 and also held
the Home portfolio.

Kochi, Jun 03 (PTI):

A little over a year after
it retained power in Kerala
with a massive victory, the
CPI(M)-led LDF suffered a
huge setback in a bypoll
held to Thrikkakara
Assembly constituency
with Congress candidate
Uma Thomas on Friday
winning with a historic
margin of 25,016 votes, giv-
ing a boost to the morale of
the party-led UDF in the
southern state.

With the highest ever
majority attained in the
history of Thrikkakara
seat in the fiercely fought
electoral battle, Uma, wife
of late Congress leader
and MLA P T Thomas, be-
came the lone woman leg-
islator of the Congress
party in the state
Assembly. His untimely

demise necessitated the
bypoll in the urban con-
stituency.

While Uma won a total
of 72,770 votes and man-
aged to maintain a steady
lead in all the 12 rounds of
counting since the begin-
ning, her nearest rival and
Left candidate Jo Joseph, a
reputed cardiologist, could
never come anywhere
near her tally and had to
be satisfied with 47,754
votes. The BJP also suf-
fered a blow in the election
as its candidate A N
Radhakrishnan could gar-
ner only 12,957 votes.

P T Thomas, Uma’s hus-
band and former legisla-
tor, had won the con-
stituency with 59,839 votes
and secured a margin of
14,329 during the 2021
Assembly polls.

The defeat also shat-
tered the LDF’s dream of
concluding the first an-
niversary celebrations of
the second Pinarayi

Vijayan-led government
by smashing a century in
the 140-member Kerala
Assembly in which the
CPI(M)-led alliance has 99
members. It is also seen as
a setback for Chief
Minister Vijayan who is
vigorously pushing the K-
Rail project despite mas-
sive protests by affected
people. A heartbroken
CPI(M), which conducted
an unparalleled grassroot-
level campaign under the
lead of the Chief Minister
to wrest the traditional
Congress bastion, termed
the result as “unexpected”
and admitted its failure
much before the counting
of votes was over and the
Election Commission an-
nounced the results offi-
cially. “Unbelievable and
unexpected”, CPI(M)
Ernakulam district secre-
tary C N Mohanan said re-
acting to the bypoll result.
Rejecting the claim that
the campaign was led by

Chief Minister himself,
Mohanan said it was con-
ducted by the district unit
of the party and Vijayan
joined the campaign con-
sidering the request of the
district unit of the party.

The huge victory, how-
ever, turned out to be a
real lifeline for the opposi-
tion Congress, which des-
perately needed a poll vic-
tory to come out of the
rude shock of its massive
drubbing in the Assembly
polls held last year.

State Congress Chief K
Sudhakaran even urged
Vijayan to quit as Chief
Minister, shouldering the
responsibility of the
party-led front’s failure.
Leader of Opposition in
the State Assembly V D
Satheesan said the people
of Thrikkakara “plucked
the horns of arrogance
and haughtiness” of the
CPI(M) by providing a his-
toric victory for UDF in
the bypoll.

Cong retains Thrikkakara 
constituency with a huge margin
p Blow for Kerala’s

ruling LDF

Ahmedabad, Jun 03 (PTI): 

More than Rs 300 crore in
the MLA local area develop-
ment scheme (MLA LADS)
remains unspent in
Gujarat and will expire on
completion of the five-year
term of the state Assembly,
a report by a polls rights
group said on Friday.

As per the report, of Rs
1,004 crore worth of devel-
opment works recommend-
ed by MLAs, only projects
to the tune of Rs 677.5 crore
had been completed till
March 22.

The Association of
Democratic Reforms (ADR)
and NGO Mahiti Adhikar
Gujarat Pahel (MAGP)
jointly prepared the report

on the performance of
MLAs of the outgoing
Gujarat Assembly.

Under the MLA local
area development fund
scheme (MLA LADS),
every MLA can recom-
mend/suggest developmen-
tal works worth Rs 1.5 crore
in her/his constituency.
The District Planning
Board keeps the accounts
of the MLA LADS fund. In
Gujarat, this scheme has
over Rs 1,365 crore, the re-
port said.

Development works
worth Rs 1,004.15 crore
were recommended by
MLAs in 2017-22, of which
Rs 849.64 crore were re-
leased and Rs 677.5 crore
were spent till March 2022,

which was around 67.47 per
cent, it said.

Only 76 per cent of the
works were completed out
of the total 53,029 projects
that were sanctioned. Of
53,020 sanctioned works,
only 40,428 were completed
till March 2022, the report
stated. The budget allocat-
ed for MLA LAD funds is
for five years. The unspent
amount of Rs 300 crore will
expire once the Assembly
term ends. This amount
could have been effectively
used, the report said. The
term of the present
Assembly will end in
December and it is unlikely
that the unspent funds can
be used in such a short
time, it said. As many as

6,094 projects could not be
started at all despite sanc-
tioning of works, the report
said, recommending that
the planning committee
look into the reason for
this. In tribal districts, of
the total Rs 252 crore funds
available with MLAs, proj-
ects worth Rs 230.37 crore
were sanctioned, and only
Rs 177.40 crore were spent.
Thus, Rs 75 crore remains
unspent from the MLA
LADs funds, the ADR re-
port said.

Out of 14,689 works
planned and sanctioned,
only 11,445 were completed
(77 per cent), which shows
several gaps in the plan-
ning and execution stages,
it said.

Guj MLAs’ funds under-utilised,
over Rs 300 cr unspent: Report

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

Sports Minister
Anurag Thakur on
Friday launched a na-
tionwide ‘Fit India
Freedom Rider Cycle
Rally’ as he peddled a
distance of 7.5 km along
with 750 young cyclists
to mark the World
Bicycle Day here.

“Cycling can play the
biggest role in the Fit
India campaign. On
World Bicycle Day, we
are giving a clear mes-
sage that everyone
should make cycling a
part of their daily life.
Cycling will keep you
healthy and help build a
clean India,” Thakur
said in a release.

Thakur flagged off

the programme from
Major Dhyan Chand
Stadium here in the
presence of Law minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju, Health
and Family Welfare
minister Mansukh
Mandaviya and
Minister of State for
External Affairs
Meenakshi Lekhi.

Cycle rallies at more
than 100 locations
across the country, in-
cluding at 75 iconic
places, were organised
on Friday and Thakur
also joined the 1500-plus
people who participated
in the 7.5 km rally.

The aim of this pro-
gramme is to motivate
people to take up cy-
cling in their daily lives
for physical fitness.

Thakur launches
nationwide programme 

Kolkata, Jun 03 (PTI): 

Both international and
domestic buyers have reject-
ed a series of tea consign-
ments due to the presence of
pesticides and chemicals be-
yond permissible limits,
Indian Tea Exporters
Association (ITEA) chair-
man Anshuman Kanoria
said on Friday.

Filling up the vacuum
created by crisis-hit Sri
Lanka in the global market,
Tea Board is eyeing to ramp
up exports. However, the re-
jection of consignments is
causing a decline in out-
ward shipments.

All teas sold in the coun-
try must conform to the
Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI)
norms. However, most of
the buyers are purchasing

tea that have unusually
high chemical content,
Kanoria told PTI. In 2021,
India exported 195.90 mil-
lion kg tea. The major buy-
ers were Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) na-
tions and Iran. The board is
aiming to achieve 300 mil-
lion kg tea this year.
Kanoria said that many
countries are following
strict entry regulations for
tea. Most of the countries
follow variations of the EU
standards, which are more
stringent than the FSSAI
rules. “Instead of comply-
ing with the law, many are
urging the government to
make the FSSAI norms
more liberal,” he said,
adding that this would send
a wrong signal as the bever-
age is considered to be a
health drink.

High in pesticides, many 
countries send back Indian tea

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

The MCD has listed
steps such as biomining of
legacy waste and setting
up of waste-to-energy
plants being taken to flat-
ten and shut garbage
dumping sites in its sta-
tus report on landfills
which is likely to be sub-
mitted to the Lieutenant
Governor’s Office by the
evening, civic officials
said on Friday.

Around 50 officials
have been entrusted with
the task of reducing the
height of landfill sites
and monthly deadlines
have also been set up,
they said.

Delhi Lieutenant

Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena had on Sunday
visited the Ghazipur land-
fill site and asked officials
of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) to submit a status
report on their plan to
raze these dumping sites.

“We have submitted the
status report to the
Commissioner regarding
our plan of action to flat-
ten and shut these land-
fills. It will be sent to the
LG’s Office by today
(Friday) evening after
Commissioner’s ap-
proval. We will follow
whatever directions come
from the LG’s Office,” an
MCD official said.

The national capital
has three landfill sites —
Ghazipur, Bhalaswa and
Okhla — that have turned
into huge garbage moun-
tains. According to civic

officials, the city cumula-
tively generates around
11,400 metric tons of
garbage out of which
nearly 6,200 metric tons is
dumped at these three
landfills.

The remaining 5,200
metric ton garbage is
processed locally with the
help of compactors and
Waste-To-Energy (WTE)
plants.

The official said that in
the status report it has
been mentioned that the
civic body has deployed
45-50 officials including
Junior Engineers,
Assistant Engineers and
Executive Engineers for
processing of legacy
waste lying at the three
landfill sites.

“We have deployed
trommel machines at the
three landfill sites for bio-
mining of legacy waste.

WTE plants are also being
set up to enhance the ca-
pacity of waste process-
ing. Waste segregation
and processing at the
source is also being en-
couraged. All these ef-
forts have been included
in the status report,” the
official said.

The civic officials said
the deadline to flatten the
Ghazipur landfill is
December 2024 while ef-
forts are on to raze the
Bhalaswa dumping site
by July next year. The
Okhla landfill is likely to
be flattened by December
2023, they said.

“We have also set up
monthly targets for bio-
mining of the legacy
waste and its monitoring.
We have also mentioned
the requirement of funds
in the status report,” the
official said.

Biomining of legacy waste, waste-to-energy plants 
p Among steps MCD

taking to flatten
landfills
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Food response
Colombo: The UN
food agency would be
drafting a food crisis
response plan for Sri
Lanka amidst threats
of a food shortage in
the country due to its
worst economic crisis.
The response of the
Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) of
the United Nations
came after Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe had
warned of a food crisis
in the island nation
due to the ongoing eco-
nomic crisis. He had
explained to both the
FAO and the United
Nations Development
Programme (UNDP)
the threat of a food
shortage and a food se-
curity programme
which is being com-
piled by the local agri-
culture department of-
ficials.

Females killed
Ames (US): A man
shot two females to
death and then appar-
ently killed himself
Thursday night out-
side a church in Ames,
authorities said. The
man killed the two fe-
males outside the
Cornerstone Church,
a megachurch on the
outskirts of Ames,
Story County Sheriff ’s
Office Capt. Nicholas
Lennie told the Des
Moines Register.
Investigators didn’t
know the ages of those
killed, Lennie said.
The shooter appeared
to have then shot him-
self but his death is
still being investigat-
ed, Lennie said. The
church is near
Interstate 35, about 30
miles (48.28 km) north
of Des Moines.

Supply ship 
Moscow: A Russian
cargo spacecraft was
launched Friday to
deliver nearly three
tons of supplies to the
crew of the
International Space
Station. A Soyuz
rocket carrying the
unmanned Progress
MS-20 ship blasted off
as scheduled from the
Russia-leased
Baikonur
Cosmodrome in
Kazakhstan. The
spacecraft reached
preliminary orbit and
deployed its solar ar-
rays and navigational
antennas in route to
the space outpost.

Bratislava (Slovakia), Jun 03: 

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Friday called on Slovak
Prime Minister Eduard
Heger and discussed with
him the expansion of po-
litical, economic and de-
fence cooperation and ex-
changed views on the
Ukraine conflict and its
larger repercussions.
Jaishankar arrived here
on Thursday on the first
leg of his two-nation tour
to Slovakia and the Czech
Republic to impart further
momentum in ties with
the two central European
countries.

During his meeting with
Prime Minister Heger
here, Jaishankar conveyed
Prime Minister Modi’s
greetings and India’s ap-
preciation for the support
during the Operation
Ganga. Thank PM of
Slovak Republic @eduard-

heger for meeting me this
morning. Conveyed PM
@narendramodi’s greet-
ings and our appreciation
for support during
Operation Ganga.
Discussed the expansion
of our political, economic

and defence cooperation,
Jaishankar said on
Twitter.

Exchanged views on the
Ukraine conflict and its
larger repercussions, he
tweeted. India has brought
back around 18,000

Indians under ‘Operation
Ganga’ which was
launched on February 26,
two days after Russia
launched its military of-
fensive on Ukraine. On
Thursday, Jaishankar met
his Austrian counterpart
Alexander Schallenberg
and the two leaders dis-
cussed bilateral issues, the
situation in Afghanistan
and the Indo-Pacific. His
visit comes at a time when
Europe is grappling with
the implications of the
Russian invasion of
Ukraine. During his stay
in Slovakian capital
Bratislava from June 2 to
4, Jaishankar will also
hold bilateral talks with
Foreign Minister Ivan
Korcok.

Jaishankar will also in-
teract with a cross-section
of the Indian diaspora, in-
cluding Indian students in
Slovakia and the Czech
Republic.

Jaishankar calls on Slovak PM; discusses
Ukraine conflict, defence cooperation Islamabad, Jun 03: 

The Pakistan govern-
ment is mulling to launch a
sedition case against for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan and the chief minis-
ters of Gilgit-Baltistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for
allegedly planning an “at-
tack” on the federation dur-
ing a protest here last
month. A meeting of the
special committee of the
Cabinet held under the
chairmanship of Interior
Minister Rana Sana Ullah
Khan on Thursday deliber-
ated on the issue of bring-
ing sedition charges against
Khan and others following
their “Azadi March” that
left a trail of destruction in
the capital Islamabad. The
May 25 march aimed at forc-
ing the government to call
snap polls, but failed to
achieve its objective as
clashes erupted between
protestors and police. The
government has been
mulling options for appro-

priate action against Khan
and others for vandalising
the property of the State.
The committee was briefed
about the PTI’s long march
and its formal plan to attack
the federation, according to
a report by the state-run
Associated Press of
Pakistan (APP).

The cabinet committee
deliberated to file a sedition
case under Section 124A of
the Criminal Procedure
Code against (PTI
Chairman Imran Khan
Niazi and Chief Ministers
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Mehmood Khan, and Gilgit-
Baltistan Khalid
Khursheed,” said the report.
The committee also re-

viewed the evidence regard-
ing the PTI long march par-
ticipants, especially party
chief Imran Khan and the
two chief ministers. The
meeting was later adjourned
till Monday (June 6) for fur-
ther consultations to make
final recommendations to
the cabinet. The interior
minister urged the commit-
tee to recommend to the cab-
inet to register a sedition
case against the cricketer-
turned-politician in light of
the evidence. The minister
said the march was an
armed attack on the federa-
tion besides a mutiny. He
said formal planning was
made to hold the capital
hostage and Khan provoked
his workers through his hate
speeches against the federa-
tion. Sanaullah said that the
marchers were armed and
under a plan, about 2,500
miscreants had already been
brought to Islamabad even
before May 25 and they tried
to capture D-Chowk before
the arrival of Khan.

Pakistan govt mulls initiating sedition
case against Imran Khan, others

London, Jun 03: 

Members of Britain’s
royal family plan to attend a
Friday church service hon-
ouring Queen Elizabeth II’s
70 years on the throne, al-
though the queen herself is
skipping the event at St.
Paul’s Cathedral in London
due to difficulty getting
around at age 96. The serv-
ice of thanksgiving is tak-

ing place on the second of
four days of festivities cele-
brating the queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. On
Thursday, thousands of
royal supporters cheered
wildly as the queen joined
other senior royals on the
balcony of Buckingham
Palace to watch 70 British
military aircraft fly past.

The queen decided not to
attend Friday’s church serv-

ice after experiencing some
discomfort during
Thursday’s events. Prince
Charles will stand in for her.

The congregation at St.
Paul’s is expected to include
members of the royal fami-
ly, senior politicians, diplo-
mats and more than 400 es-
sential workers, charity vol-
unteers and members of the
armed forces who have been
invited in recognition of
their service to the commu-
nity. Archbishop of York
Stephen Cottrell is set to de-
liver a sermon. Cottrell
stepped in after Archbishop
of Canterbury Justin Welby
tested positive for COVID-
19. The service will begin
and end with the tolling of
Great Paul, the largest
church bell in Britain.
Friday’s televised church
service is expected to bring
the first public appearance
by Prince Harry and his
wife, the Duchess of Sussex,
during their visit to Britain
for the jubilee.

Royal family to attend service
without Queen Elizabeth Jerusalem, Jun 03: 

Israeli Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett accused
Iran of deceiving the inter-
national community about
its atomic activities as he
met with the visiting head of
the UN nuclear watchdog on
Friday. Rafael Grossi, the
head of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, paid
a brief visit to Israel, which

has long accused Iran of
pursuing nuclear weapons
and is opposed to any return
to the 2015 nuclear agree-
ment between Tehran and
world powers. Bennett ex-
pressed Israel’s deep con-
cern regarding Iran’s con-
tinued progress toward
achieving nuclear weapons
while deceiving the interna-
tional community by using
false information and lies,

his office said in a state-
ment. He emphasised the ur-
gent need in mobilising the
international community to
take action against Iran,
using all means, in order to
prevent Iran from achieving
nuclear weapons.” Israel is
widely believed to be the
only nuclear-armed state in
the Middle East but has
never publicly acknowl-
edged having such weapons.

Israel was a staunch oppo-
nent of the 2015 nuclear deal
and welcomed the Trump
administration’s unilateral
withdrawal from the agree-
ment, which caused it to col-
lapse. The Biden adminis-
tration has been trying to
renew the accord, which lift-
ed sanctions on Iran in re-
turn for limits to and over-
sight of its nuclear pro-
gramme.

Israel raises Iran concerns with visiting UN nuclear chief

Security concerns leave Afghan
evacuees stuck in Balkan camp

Washington, Jun 03:  

For some Afghans who
were evacuated as their
country fell to the Taliban
last summer, the journey
to the US has stalled, and
perhaps ended, at a sun-
baked cluster of tents and
temporary housing on an

American base in the
Balkans.

While more than 78,000
Afghans have arrived in
the US for resettlement
since August, the future
for those who have been
flagged for additional se-
curity vetting and divert-
ed to Camp Bondsteel, in

the small nation of
Kosovo, remains up in
the air. The US won’t
force the dozens there to
return to Afghanistan,
where they could face
reprisals.

Their frustration is
growing. Some Afghans
at the base, which has
been shrouded in secre-
cy, took the unusual step
this week of staging a
protest, holding up signs
with messages such as
we want justice , accord-
ing to photos sent to The
Associated Press.

I nternational Day of Yoga 2022 is
round the corner and it is certain

that this year, IDY will be celebrated with
more ebullience, grandeur and a wider
participation of people, nations and na-
tionalities across the globe.  The heritage
city or the city of palaces-Mysore, will
witness the Common Yoga Protocol
(CYP) demonstration led by Hon’ble
Prime Minister. A unique feature of this
year IDY is “Guardian Ring” or CYP per-
formance with rising sun across the
globe, starting with Japan and observing
Yoga practices in different countries as
and when the sun rises.  Branding and
positioning India as a land of rich and
meaningful cultural heritage has been
one of the driving forces of past IDY’s
and IDY 2022 is no exception to it. This
day will see the observance of Yoga prac-
tices on 75 iconic places across the na-
tion and will be a showcase to the rest of
the world. I am sure this IDY will involve
much more people from all walks of life
from across the country and the world in
the ambit of Yoga.

The increased global acceptance has
made IDY a mass movement for health
and well-being that exalts India and pi-
lots the world to a new, well-defined and
well-researched practice of health and

wellness.  The journey of manifold
achievements of Yoga and Yoga becom-
ing a soft power began way back in 2014
when on the initiative of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, the United
Nation General assembly declared 21st
June as International Day of Yoga. 175
nations endorsed this proposal of India.
This resulted in the observance of the
first International Day of Yoga on 21st
June 2015. India’s cherished cultural her-
itage reached another milestone of uni-
versal acceptance when it was inscribed
on the UNESCO’s representative list of
the intangible cultural heritage of hu-
manity on 1st December 2016. 

Since then, Yoga has become a world-
wide phenomenon, truly acquiring a na-
ture of mass movement. Every passing
year of IDY saw the ever-increasing reach
of Yoga. This can be well substantiated by
the fact that, at present, IDY is being ob-
served in 192 countries, making it the
biggest ever event for global wellbeing.
Also, IDY events are celebrated in over
170 countries through Indian Mission and
Posts abroad. Two Guinness World
Records were made in the first IDY -
Largest number of participating national-
ities (84 Nations), and largest participa-
tion in a single venue and single event

(35,985 people). Over one billion people
performed Surya Namaskar across the
globe on the occasion of Makar Sankranti
on 14 January 2022. Around 15 crore peo-
ple participated in IDY 2021 and this year
this number is sure to get increased.

To give this mass movement a fillip, the
Government of India is not leaving any
stone unturned. Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi declared two awards (one
International and the other National) for
outstanding contributions to the promo-
tion and development of Yoga. Yogasana
has also been declared a competitive
sport. This has further promoted the an-
cient practice and spread awareness
about Yoga benefits. All these efforts have
cumulatively created an atmosphere for
the masses of the country to adopt Yoga
for a healthy lifestyle and thus to become
a healthy nation. To generate the modern
takeaways of this ancient tradition,
Central Council for Research in Yoga and
Naturopathy (CCRYN) has published 113
research publications in pubmed index
journals with an impact factor ranging
from 0.79 to 13.03. 

Looking at research trends, there has
been a clear departure from the trend in
2014, i.e. pre-IDY. Based on average pub-
lications and clinical trials undertaken
before 2014, and after 2015—there is a
near 6 times increase in the number of
Yoga related clinical trials and a near 11
times increase in the average annual
publication in research. These two key
trends which are used to understand the
depth of a discipline academically clear-
ly highlight that increasing medical pro-
fessionals and yoga experts have re-
newed their focus and efforts to the
study of Yoga for enhancing its practice
and adoption.  Morarji Desai National
Institute of Yoga (MDNIY) developed
Common Yoga Protocol, thereby making
easy and standard Yoga practices avail-
able to everyone across the globe. This
Common Yoga Protocol is in fact at the
base of every year’s IDY performance. 

The outreach of Yoga is further galva-
nized with the infusion of technology
with IDY assets. This includes mobile
based applications viz. Namaste Yoga, Y-

Break, WHO m Yoga. The five-minute
Yoga protocol, infused in Y-Break appli-
cation and especially designed for work-
ing professionals to de-stress, refresh
and re-focus at workplaces, is an exam-
ple of technology integration in the
sphere of wellness. The increasing ac-
ceptance of IDY across the globe has re-
sulted in one more advantage to India.
Yoga tourism is on the rise and cities of
India such as Rishikesh, Bengaluru, and
Mysore etc. are now considered as Yoga
hotspots of the world. This has increased
the opportunity of reaping the benefits
of Medical Value Travel manifold. It is
pertinent to mention that as a therapy,
Yoga is highly beneficial in the manage-
ment of chronic pain, psychological dis-
tress, mood disorders, and chronic
health conditions like cancer, diabetes,
and heart diseases. 

The exponential growth of Yoga popu-
larity across the globe can also be
gauged by the fact that India’s first Yoga
University, Lakulish Yoga University, has
witnessed a three-fold increase in the
number of admissions. More than 1000
universities, 30,000 colleges and 24000
CBSE affiliated schools have been sensi-
tized about Common Yoga Protocol.
Around 1.25 lakh Health & Wellness
Centers (HWCA)   are mandated with
providing education regarding holistic
health. National Yoga Olympiad in
schools has been introduced to create a
sense of unity in students. 

Slowly but very steadily, Yoga is
emerging as one the best career options
today. One more promising achieve-
ment of IDY is to involve people from all
walks and spheres of life in the ambit of
Yoga. Past IDYs’ have seen several dif-
ferently able people performing Yoga. A
large number of women are turning to
Yoga to adopt a healthy lifestyle. Yoga is
being performed in the coldest and
highest Himalayan regions, the re-
motest parts of the nation, in the busiest
market and workplaces etc. During the
pandemic, millions of health care work-
ers and Covid-19 patients practiced
Yogasana, Pranayama and meditation
for fast recovery.
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Yes Ukraine and Omicron
adversely impacted GDP

Even after taking number of initia-
tives to counter the negative impact
of Ukraine and Omicron the GDP of
the country had been adversely im-
pacted.and even the fresh challenges
loom over the economic factors for
the FY23 as the economy is still in the
woods The NSO's provisional estimate
show a positive takeaway is that all
the three economic engines- private
consumption and government consul-
tation expenditure and capital expen-
diture had shown the favourable posi-
tive trends.but now seem to be firing
and have managed to exceed their pre
pandemic level of activity But a deep-
er dive into quarterly trends does re-
veal some pain points.as mining and
manufacturing seem to be steadily
losing momentum, growth rates
dwindling. Weak demand due to omi-
cron and global supply chain disrup-
tions due to the Ukraine war appear to
have contributed to this slowdown.
While the COVID dent to demand is
waning fast, sectors such as automo-
biles and consumer goods may con-
tinue to grapple with supply chain is-
sues for which there are no quick
fixes. and moreover the expected
pickup in high contact services such
as trade, transport and communica-
tion didn't materialise in Q4. One
hopes that these sectors have gained
traction from April onwards with the
economy fully unlocked. Agriculture
growth has accelerated which is a
good sign of economy. In the nutshell
it appears as if yet again it is upto
govt expenditure both on the revenue
and capital fronts to keep the eco-
nomic engine reviving until private
demand and investments return in full
force. It has to keep in mind that fresh
challenges loom over India's econom-
ic prospects for FY 23 in the form of a
global slowdown, elevated food and
crude oil prices which are worsening
the trade deficit.and RBI has to take
many steps to control the inflation
and have to watch the movement of
currencyHopefully various steps
taken by government as well as by RBI
will help India ward off the Stagflation
risks that are threatening the entire
world.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

Sidhu’s downfall
The Sikhs are the natives of

Punjab, a land of five rivers, followers
of the great Guru Nanak, who are
known for their valour, hospitality,
wit, and patriotism etc, all throughout
the world. In every crisis of the nation,
they were and are in the forefront to
protect the nation. They are the back-
bone of sports, agriculture and de-
fence. Because of their entrepreneur-
ship they are even respected globally.
But unfortunately, the very Sikhs of
late are cursed by one - Navjot Singh
Sidhu. To begin with, he got elevated
as PCC chief with the blessings of the
mother-son duo and also because of
his reputation as an international-
level cricketer as well a TV commen-
tator and lastly as a TV panellist. He
began his political journey when he
joined the BJP after his retirement
from cricket and suddenly became an
MP on BJP ticket, only to part with the
saffron party and join the INC to be-
come the PCC chief. After becoming
PCC chief, he started showing his true
colour of treason when he visited
Pakistan and hugged the Pakistani
army chief publicly and addressed
Prime Minister Imran Khan as his
elder brother. With open support from
Rahul Gandhi after becoming his blue-
eyed boy, he started disobeying
Captain Amrinder Singh, the then
Chief Minister of Punjab. That result-
ed in fragmentation of Punjab
Congress, which ultimately proved
the nemesis for Punjab Congress as
they were completely routed in the
last assembly polls.  Yes, he is a curse
and stigma for the entire great Sikh
community.

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

SSuubbhhrraakkaanntt  PPaannddaa
@@ssuubbhhrraakkaannttppaannddaa

Met @ianuragthakur, I&B
Minister along with DG
@ficci_india & briefed him
about various activities
relating to the sector. India
has a bustling entertainment
industry, & the Minister laid
out his vision for the sector’s
growth which we will work to

help facilitate.

SShhuurrttii  SShhaarrmmaa  IIAASS
@@SShhuurrttiiSShhaarrmmaaIIAASS

Just as @SonuSood helps the
needy in the country, in the
same way we should also take
it as a mission and help the
needy at our own level with
positive thinking. 

AAmmiisshh  DDeevvggaann@@AAMMIISSHHDDEEVVGGAANN

This scares our kids are drinking
this toxic water Delhi Govt should
act immediately . Lutyens Cabal is
silent on this one but they lec-
tures on Holi & Diwali.

NNaammaann  SShhrriivvaassttaavvaa
@@nnaammaannsshhrriivvaassttaavv

What does life look like if
you don’t clear UPSC? 5
years ago, I missed the
#UPSC final list by 8 marks.
My score in optional was
among the highest in India,
and my interview score of
204 was the second-high-
est. A few years down the

line, I’m in Istanbul.

PPrreessiiddeenntt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@rraasshhttrraappaattiibbhhvvnn

Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena, Lieutenant Governor of Delhi, called on President Ram Nath Kovind at
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

MMaahhaa  SSiiddddiiqquuii@@SSiiddddiiqquuiiMMaahhaa

Imp update on the #India -
#Afghanistan front: An Indian team led
by Joint Secretary (Pak, Afg, Iran) in
MEA will meet the senior members of
the #Taliban in #Kabul. Stated agenda
of visit is India’s humanitarian assis-
tance to the people of #Afghanistan.

S outhwest monsoon has made its dent over Kerala three days
ahead of  its normal onset date of June 1 - only the fourth occa-

sion since 2010 when it occurred before time - bringing a huge relief  for
large  swathes  of  India  which experienced an extreme heatwave in
April and May. In a weather attribution report published recently, scien-
tists said the 2022 heatwave was made 30 times more likely by anthro-
pogenic climate change. The same event would have been,  on  aver-
age,  at  least  1°C  cooler  if preindustrial conditions prevailed. With the
current level of emissions, the likelihood of such a heatwave increases
several times, with its average temperature higher by 0.5-1.5°C, that
too at a conservative estimate. By 2020, the number of  states affected
by heatwaves had risen to 23 from just 9 in 2015 while the average num-
ber   of    annual   heatwave   days   had quadrupled, from 7.4 to 32.2.
Private forecaster Skymet claimed that the national agency, IMD, has
overlooked set norms while announcing the onset of  South-West mon-
soon over Kerala, triggering a controversy, with top officials in the
Government wondering if  the set norms for such a declaration have
been followed. Officials suspect that the IMD had made the declaration
since it had committed itself by saying the monsoon would set in on
May 27. But with the negative Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)  playing  spoil-
sport,  the  monsoon’sprogress was stalled. The weather agency’sac-
tions are now under scrutiny at the top level in New Delhi as IMD is
being criticised for forecasting early onset of monsoon, embarassing
all. Skymet said IMD's declaration was done in haste setting aside the
criteria “blatantly”. Declaring  monsoon  based  on  single-day observa-
tion amounts to a gross violation of standards, never attempted in the
past. Any repute scientific body can ill-afford to bend rules and criteria,
just to prove the forecast right. Such a step, if  taken knowingly, be-
comes highly objectionable and if otherwise, amounts to an illusion of
knowledge. The IMD, on its part, maintained that the department had
complied with all parameters to predict the onset of monsoon. This
year,  most  of   India  experienced scorching  heatwaves.  With  the  sci-
entific community  now  sure  of  this  situation worsening, the need is
for the Union, state and local governments to implement the heatwave
action plan laid down by the 2016 national guidelines (with revisions in
2017 and 2019). Some of them are pretty simple to implement—setting
up sheds and shelters, water kiosks, deployment of healthcare person-
nel, etc. There has been notable progress since the guidelines came
into effect—the official heatwave fatality count was down to 4 in 2020
(a national lockdown during the summer months surely helped) from
2,040 in 2015. Even with the 2022 count of 90+, it is a huge improve-
ment. Attitudes have also vastly changed, from a state-government-
led“response-centric” approach to a more holistic approach with multi-
stakeholder engagement and defined responsibilities.

Storm over monsoon
announcement

T here had been few attempts at reviewing the Indian criminal jus-
tice system since its codification during British rule. But in 2000,

a rejig was attempted when the Union Government entrusted a commit-
tee led by Justice V.S. Malimath to propose changes to the criminal jus-
tice system so it became more sensitive to a victim’s suffering – or au-
courant with details such as the very low rate of  convictions in rape
cases reaching trial. The Malimath Committee derived its basis from the
1985 United Nations [UN] Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for
Victims of  Crime and Abuse of  Power, and addressed important issues
such as the burden of proof, role of public prosecutors, treatment of wit-
nesses, best practices for investigation, and the justice system’s apathy
towards women.Worldwide, there are two legal models or systems in
place for establishing truth and  criminal  guilt,  or  in  other  words, deliv-
ering justice. Countries that follow the adversarial model came to be
known as Common Law countries. Those that follow the inquisitorial
model do so within what is termed Civil Law, which is non-adversarial
and followed in continental Europe, among other places.The Malimath
Committee on Reforms of   Criminal   Justice   System’s   report suggest-
ed policies for protecting the rights of victims within this adversarial sys-
tem used  in  India  –  derived  from  British common  law  that  is  followed
by  many countries in the world (mostly those ruled as colonies by the
United Kingdom in the past). Here, two advocates represent their cases
before a judge (or jury), who alone determines the truth and passes judg-
ment.This is in contrast to the inquisitorial system, such as in France or
Italy, where a judge investigates the case.The  core  tenet  of  the  inquisi-
torial model is a quest for truth as a priority. The responsibility of arriving
at the truth is that of the judge, and the victim plays a central role in the
model. While it may be hard topick a system on the merit of how it han-
dles victims,  an impartial  analysis  of  the inquisitorial process surely
makes for abetter model. Here’s how: In India, where male violence
against women is rising with an average of  87 rape cases  reported
everyday,  a  model  that asserts a victim’s stance could help a great deal.
“In all the cases of violence against women, especially sexual assault, the
victimis viewed as an accused,” said Umanath, citing the custodial rapes
of Mathura and Padmini in Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu respectively.
“The society perceives that it is the victim who indirectly instigated the
accused to indulge in the commission of crime. Though the law demands
that thepast conduct of a victim be (treated) as irrelevant in the case of a
rape, impeaching the character of the victim has become anorm.” The
Malimath Committee recommended that common law practices be re-
formed by including some aspects of the inquisitorial model. Later, the
Justice J.S. Verma-led Committee on Amendments to Criminal Law,
which reviewed laws for sexual crimes, also asked to make amends. But
the plight of Indian victims remains pitiful. The late Justice V.R. Krishna
Iyer’swork is a testament to his desire to improve our legal system. He,
too, was a great critic of the adversarial system. In an essay for The
Hindu dated May 25, 1999, he wrote,“India is not a soft State, a sick soci-
ety, a pathologically submissive polity. In this darkling national milieu,
the penal law and its merciless enforcement need strong emphasis. Alas
the criminals are on the triumph, the police suffer from “Dependencia
Syndrome” (a form of apathy that befalls us in a system that is inherently
indifferent – to the oppressed)... Less than ten  percent of crimes finally
end  inconviction and societal demoralisation is inevitable.” Many  coun-
tries  have  acted  on  the shortcomings of the adversarial model, and
found a balance by introducing inquisitorial aspects to it. But not in India.
Amendments to our archaic Code of Criminal Procedure, as proposed by
the Malimath Committee, were rejected multiple times. Protests were
organised by the Bar in India, based on which the union government wa-
vered in implementing the report in its entirety. Its reason? Not only did
the report recommend changes in the law relating to procedures in crimi-
nal trials, it didn’t sit well with the Bar that it made substantial recom-
mendations for protecting the  rights  of  the  victims.  In 2008,  the gov-
ernment brought in some piece-meal amendments providing for some
space to victims. While the Malimath Committee’s recommendations
were never fully accepted, it must be given credit for trying to bring the
law to focus on the victim. The circumstances under which the Justice
Verma-led committee was appointed were rather horrifying. 

Violence against women
calls for an inquisitorial

legal system
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SARBANANDA SONOWAL

Participants at a bicycle rally on the occasion of World Bicycle Day, in Agartala, June 3.

International Day of Yoga: Piloting the 
world to a new paradigm of wellness 

KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu@@KKiirreennRRiijjiijjuu

People know only the development
works of @narendramodi Ji and
India's transformation. There's no
magic but only logic. It's interest-
ing to know Modi Ji's inside
#ModiStory #8yearsofseva.

WORLD BICYCLE DAY

Past seven years observance of IDY has established Yoga
as soft power, Now biggest ever event across the
globe.What India achieved…

- Six times increase in the Yoga clinical trials 
- 11 times in increase in research publication
- Fillip to Yoga Tourism and Medical value Travel
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Book release

New Delhi: Union
ministers Nitin
Gadkari and Ashwini
Vaishnaw on
Thursday released the
Compendium Booklet
for Road Over Bridges
for Indian Railways,
consisting of more
than 200 standardised
drawings. Gadkari in
a tweet said these
drawings can now be
adopted by road engi-
neers without sepa-
rate approvals, lead-
ing to hassle-free and
coordinated construc-
tion work between the
two (Ministry of Road
Transport and
Railways Ministry)
ministries.

Freight rates
Mumbai: Freight
rates have come down
in May as trans-
porters passed on the
benefit of the lower
diesel prices due to a
cut in excise duty,
credit rating agency
Crisil said in a report
on Thursday. Cement
and mining applica-
tions saw a flattish tra-
jectory in freight rates
in the previous month
owing to the high base
of April, while for the
auto-carriers, agri-
products, container,
FMCG/FMCD, petro-
leum tankers, textile
and steel, these rates
saw a lower single-
digit drop, it added.

Small traders

New Delhi: Open
Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC)
will provide equal op-
portunities to small
retailers to enjoy the
benefits of digital
world and permit
them to trade on a
common platform,
Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said on
Friday. On April 29,
the government
launched the pilot
phase of ONDC, a
UPI-type protocol, in
five cities. It was
aimed at democratis-
ing the fast growing e-
commerce sector,
helping small retail-
ers and reducing the
dominance of online
retail giants.

Gold loans
New Delhi: Airtel
Payments Bank  said
it has partnered with
Muthoot Finance to
offer gold loans
through Airtel
Thanks app. There
will be no-processing
charge on the loan
and Muthoot Finance
will provide up to 75
per cent of the
pledged gold value as
a loan, the payments
bank said. “Gold
Loans are secured
loans that can be
availed to cater to a va-
riety of needs, from
personal to profes-
sional. We are delight-
ed to partner with
Muthoot Finance to
offer easy access to
Gold Loans through
Airtel Thanks App,”
Airtel Payments Bank
chief operating officer
Ganesh
Ananthanarayanan
said in a statement.

New Delhi, Jun 03:  

The government has put
in place stricter norms for
appointment of individu-
als from certain countries,
including China, as direc-
tors on the boards of
Indian companies, by
making security clearance
mandatory for such indi-
viduals. In recent weeks,
the corporate affairs min-
istry has made various
amendments to rules in
terms of applicability for
companies and individu-
als from countries that
share land borders with
India. Putting in place a
stricter framework, the
ministry has now mandat-
ed security clearance for
individuals from countries
sharing land borders with
India to be appointed as di-
rectors on the boards of
Indian companies.

Amendments have been
made in rules pertaining
to appointment and quali-
fication of directors under

the Companies Act, 2013.
“... In case the person

seeking appointment is a
national of a country
which shares a land bor-
der with India, necessary
security clearance from
the Ministry of Home
Affairs, Government of
India shall also be at-
tached along with the con-
sent,” the notification,
dated June 1, said. Besides,
for such persons, the appli-
cation number will not be
generated when they
apply for the Director
Identification Number
(DIN) unless the applica-
tion is submitted along
with necessary security
clearance from the home
ministry, as per the notifi-
cation. The latest move
comes after the ministry,
on May 20, made declara-
tion in connection with
FEMA mandatory for enti-
ties from such countries
involved in amalgama-
tions with Indian compa-
nies. In this regard, the

rules governing compro-
mises, arrangements and
amalgamations were
amended.

On May 5, the ministry
amended rules governing
companies with respect to
prior approval being
mandatory for invest-
ments by entities and indi-
viduals from countries
that share a land border
with India. Amendments
were made with respect to
rules for the prospectus
and allotment of securi-
ties.

In April 2020, the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) had issued
Press Note 3 regarding for-
eign investments. With the
press note, the govern-
ment had made its prior
approval mandatory for
foreign investments from
countries that share land
border with India to curb
opportunistic takeovers of
domestic firms following
the coronavirus pandemic.

Govt amends norms for
appointment of directors

New Delhi, Jun 03: 

Hyundai Motor India on
Friday said it has com-
menced bookings for the
new version of its compact
SUV Venue which is
scheduled to hit the mar-
ket later this month.
Customers can book the
new model at the compa-
ny’s dealerships by paying
Rs 21,000. It can also be
booked online. “Venue has
had a stellar success in
India ever since its launch
in 2019. Customers from
across the country have
been thrilled by its futuris-
tic design, advanced tech-
nology and powerful per-
formance. With the new
Venue, we will set the bar
even higher,” Hyundai
Motor India Director
(Sales, Marketing &
Service) Tarun Garg said
in a statement. The model
will have many firsts in
segment technologies that
offer an unparalleled expe-
rience, he added. “We are

confident that the new
model will build on the
strong brand legacy and
amplify the Hyundai SUV
Life for unmatched cus-
tomer delight,” Garg said.
The new Venue will offer
customers enhanced con-
nectivity and enable them
to control vehicle func-
tions right from the com-
fort of their homes, the au-
tomaker stated.
Customers can control
multiple functions while
also being able to check ve-
hicle status through
Home-to-Car (H2C) with

Alexa and Google Voice
Assistant, it added. The
features can be controlled
with voice support in
English and Hindi lan-
guages. With H2C, cus-
tomers will be able to con-
trol functions such as re-
mote climate control, re-
mote door lock/ unlock,
remote vehicle status,
among others. The model,
which would be available
in up to five variants with
multiple powertrain op-
tions, also features multi-
ple drive modes and a two
step rear reclining seat.

Hyundai opens 
booking for new ‘Venue’

Forex reserves up
by USD 3.854 bn to

USD 601.363 bn
Mumbai, Jun 03: The
country’s foreign ex-
change reserves in-
creased by USD 3.854 bil-
lion to USD 601.363 billion
in the week ended May 27,
according to RBI data. In
the previous week, the re-
serves rose by USD 4.230
billion to USD 597.509 bil-
lion. During the reporting
week, the rise in forex re-
serves was due to an in-
crease in the Foreign
Currency Assets (FCA)
and the gold reserves, ac-
cording to the Weekly
Statistical Supplement re-
leased by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on
Friday. FCA increased by
USD 3.61 billion to USD
536.988 billion in the week
ended May 27.

Expressed in dollar
terms, the foreign curren-
cy assets include the ef-
fect of appreciation or de-
preciation of non-US
units like the euro, pound
and yen held in the for-
eign exchange reserves.
Gold reserves increased
by USD 94 million to USD
40.917 billion.

Bengaluru, Jun 03:  

Software icon N R
Narayana Murthy on
Friday said IPOs have
been taken as a “surro-
gate” for new rounds of fi-
nancing by entrepreneurs,
and this approach is not a
good thing. The co-founder
of IT major Infosys was
speaking at the ‘India
Global Innovation
Connect’, a global confer-
ence on startups. “IPOs
have somehow been taken
as a surrogate for the next
round of financing. I think
that’s not a good thing, be-
cause an IPO comes with
tremendous responsibili-
ty,” Murthy said. Speaking
about the discussion he
and another co-founder of
Infosys had before going

for the IT major’s Initial
Public Offering (IPO), he
said, “IPO brings onerous
responsibility...as so many
people with very little

money would put faith in
us and put in their meagre
disposable income, it is im-
portant to give them a suit-
able return.” The event

was organised by Smadja
& Smadja, a Switzerland-
based strategic advisory
firm, in partnership with
Karnataka Digital
Economy Mission
(KDEM), Catamaran
Ventures and Tata Digital.
Murthy is the Founder
and Chairman of
Catamaran Ventures.

Pointing out that in
India we have not done a
good job of estimating the
market size, he said, “We
have traditionally or by
habit rather overestimat-
ed the markets...we have
overestimated the market
size, also we probably
don’t have good market re-
search companies that can
give us an accurate esti-
mate of the market oppor-
tunity.”

Not good for entrepreneurs to see IPOs
as ‘surrogate’ for financing: Murthy

Infosys Founder and Catamaran Ventures Chairman
N.R. Narayana Murthy during a session on Leading A
Startup as part of India Global Innovation Connect, in
Bengaluru, Friday on June 3.

Mumbai, Jun 03: 

Enjoy the season fruits
and vegetables along
with daily grocery essen-
tials during Amazon.in
‘Super Value Days’ till
7th June, 2022.
Customers can avail up
to 50% off on fresh pro-
duce, daily and house-
hold essentials, pack-
aged foods, personal
care, baby products, pet
care essentials and much
more. They can enjoy
grocery deals starting at
Rs 1 and free delivery for
prime members.
Customers can also avail
great prices and fresh of-
fers from popular brands
including Daawat,

Fortune, Tata, Nestle,
Godrej, Cadbury, and
Himalaya among others
at convenient delivery
slots options from a sin-
gle online destination.
Credit card holders can
avail of an instant dis-
count of 10% by using
SBI Bank Credit Card
and Credit EMI with a
minimum transaction of
INR 2,500, and discounts
up to INR 300 till 3rd
June 2022. From 4th to
7th June 2022, customers
can avail of an instant
discount of 10% by using
ICICI Bank Credit Card
and Credit EMI with a
minimum transaction of
Rs 2,500, and discounts
up to Rs 500.

Amazon Fresh 
offer 50% off on seasonal

fruits & vegetables

Exports up 
15.46 pc to USD
37.3 bn in May

New Delhi: India’s merchandise
exports in May rose by 15.46
per cent — the slowest in the
last 15 months — to USD 37.29
billion, while the trade deficit
ballooned to USD 23.33 billion,
the commerce ministry said on
Thursday. The previous low
was February 2021, when the
country’s exports grew by 0.67
per cent. Imports during May
2022 grew by 56.14 per cent to
USD 60.62 billion. The trade
deficit stood at USD 6.53 billion
in the same month last year.
“India’s merchandise export in
April - May 2022-23 was USD
77.08 billion with an increase of
22.26 per cent over USD 63.05
billion in April -May 2021-22,”
it said. Petroleum and crude oil
imports during May 2022
surged by 91.6 per cent to USD
18.14 billion. Coal, coke and
briquettes imports jumped to
USD 5.33 billion, as against
USD 2 billion in May 2021. 

Kolkata, Jun 02: 

Amit Mitra, the princi-
pal chief advisor to the
West Bengal chief minis-
ter and the state finance
department Thursday said
the Centre has not re-
leased Rs 27,000 crore
Integrated Goods and
Services Tax dues to the
states, which if cleared
would have bolstered the
country’s economic
growth.

Mitra, who was the for-
mer finance minister of
the state, asserted that
Bengal’s growth story has
remained intact and its
GST growth in 2021-22 was
23 per cent. “The BJP state
president should know the
facts and calculations
about its computation.
The Centre is depriving
the states of IGST dues of

Rs 27000 crore. The dis-
bursement of the amount
would have boosted the
economy and demand in
the country, which would
have in turn repaired the
supply chain that has col-
lapsed due to wrong
macroeconomic policies of
the Centre,” he said at a
virtual press conference.
IGST is one of the three
components of the Goods
and Services Tax and is

levied whenever there is
an inter-state transfer and
supply of goods and serv-
ices. Mitra said that the
Centre should clear the fi-
nancial dues of Rs 97000
crore to the state.

“Where is federalism?
The Centre must clear the
state’s financial dues,” he
said. Mitra’s comment
came after state BJP presi-
dent Sukanta Majumdar
demanded that the state
government give some re-
lief to the people by reduc-
ing fuel prices as the
Centre has cleared GST
dues worth Rs 6,521 crore
to it.

On Tuesday the union fi-
nance ministry had said
that the Centre has cleared
the entire GST compensa-
tion payable till date by re-
leasing Rs 86,912 crore to
the states.

Centre has not released Rs 27000 crore
IGST dues of states : Amit Mitra New Delhi, Jun 03:  

Luxury car manufactur-
er Audi India on Friday said
it has introduced warranty
coverage for five years with
unlimited mileage for all its
cars sold this year, starting
June 1. The company has
launched the initiative to
mark 15 years in the coun-
try. “To celebrate 15 glorious
years in India, we have an-
nounced a segment first
warranty coverage for five
years with unlimited
mileage for our customers
this year, starting June 1,
2022,” Audi India Head
Balbir Singh Dhillon said in
a statement. This is a mile-
stone initiative and the com-
pany is happy to offer a com-
plete peace of mind pack-
age, he added. Audi India’s
continued confidence in its
vehicles is demonstrated by
the extensive warranty
package provided for cus-

tomers, the automaker said.
The warranty coverage for
five years is valid for unlim-

ited mileage and covers any
repair or replacement of
component failures, it

added. Audi sells various
models like Q2, Q5, Q7, A4
among others.

Audi introduces warranty coverage for 5 years

Chairman and Managing Director Raymond Ltd. Gautam Hari Singhania (L) hands
over the restored iconic vintage Audi 100 to former cricketer Ravi Shastri, in
Mumbai, Friday on June 3.

Ahmedabad, Jun 03: 

Adani Transmission
Ltd. (ATL), India’s largest
private sector transmis-
sion and distribution com-
pany, has signed definitive
agreements with Essar
Power Ltd. (EPL) for ac-
quiring 673 ckt kms opera-
tional inter-state transmis-
sion project owned and op-
erated by Essar Power
Transmission Ltd.
(EPTCL). The Enterprise
value for the transaction is
INR 1,913 crore.

Anil Sardana, MD &
CEO, Adani Transmission

Ltd said, “The acquisition
of Essar’s transmission
asset will consolidate
ATL’s presence in central
India. With this acquisi-
tion, ATL is well on path to
achieve its 20,000 ckt kms
target before time. We con-
tinue to remain at the fore-
front of grid stability and
provide sustainable, reli-
able, and affordable ener-
gy solutions while creat-
ing long term sustainable
value for our stakehold-
ers.”

The target asset is an op-
erational 400 kV inter-
state transmission line
linking Mahan in Madhya
Pradesh to Sipat pooling
substation in
Chhattisgarh with line
length of 673 ckt kms. The
project operates under the
CERC regulated return
framework and was com-

missioned on 22 Sep 2018.
The proposed transaction
will be executed through
transaction steps which
shall be subject to neces-
sary regulatory approvals
and other consents.

The acquisition is in
line with ATL’s value
added growth strategy
through organic as well as
inorganic growth opportu-
nities. With this acquisi-
tion, the cumulative net-
work of ATL will reach
19,468 ckt kms, out of
which 14,952 ckt kms is op-
erational and 4,516 ckt
kms is under various
stages of execution.
Further, with this scale of
operations, ATL will de-
rive synergies in terms of
O&M cost optimization
and shared resources. It
will also fortify its position
of being the largest pri-

vate sector transmission
and distribution company
in the country. The asset
will be operated in line
with ATL’s operational ex-
cellence framework com-
mitted to the highest stan-
dard of Environment,
Social and Governance
(ESG) aspects.

ATL is committed to UN
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y
Development Goals
(SDGs) with focus on SDG
7 (affordable and clean en-
ergy), SDG 11 (sustainable
cities and communities)
and SDG 13 (Climate
Action). ATL has also de-
clared its Energy Compact
Goals as part of COP26,
primarily adhering to
SDG 7. With its strong
focus on green infrastruc-
ture, ATL will continue to
enable the Climate Action
agenda.

ATL to acquire Essar’s Mahan-Sipat transmission project
ATL to acquire operational transmission project owned and operated by EPTCL for an enterprise value of Rs 1,913 cr

New Delhi, Jun 03: 

The government expects
to roll out indigenously de-
veloped 5G technology by
August this year, according
to Minister of State for
Telecommunicat ions
Devusinh Chauhan. He
made the remarks while
speaking at the World
Summit of Information
Society (WSIS) 2022, organ-
ised by UN body ITU in
Geneva on Wednesday.

Chauhan said the gov-
ernment is also launching a
research and development
fund for funding develop-
ment of telecom technology.
“India has developed an in-
digenous 4G stack wherein
4G Core and Radio Access
Networks (are) designed
and tested in India. It helps
the operators to choose any
vendor, reduces the cost and

enables easier expansions.
Indigenous 5G stack is also
expected to be rolled out by
August 2022,” he said in a
statement issued on
Thursday. IT major TCS
and state-owned telecom re-
search firm CDoT are en-
gaged in developing 5G
techology indigenously
which is likely to be de-
ployed on the BSNL net-
work. The minister said
India believes in the princi-
ple of Antyodaya, which
means development of peo-
ple at the bottom of the

pyramid, the marginalised
people, living in far flung
areas and cut off from the
main stream. “For develop-
ment of reliable ICT infra-
structure, six hundred
thousand villages are being
connected through optical
fibre cables.

Through use of satellite
communication services
and submarine cable net-
works, small and remote is-
lands and other inaccessi-
ble areas are being connect-
ed,” Chauhan said.

On the sidelines of the
event, the minister also
held bilateral discussions
with Japan’s Vice Minister
Yuji Sasaki for Policy
Coordination where they
discussed mutual coopera-
tion in several areas, includ-
ing 5G and security of net-
work, an official statement
said.

Indigenous 5G tech expected to 
be rolled out by Aug 2022: Chauhan

ACROSS

1. Appeal

5. Extra

9. Mature

14. Heavy burden

15. Dryer fuzz

16. Copier’s need

17. Excessive pride

19. Skier’s hotel

20. ____-gallon hat

21. Leg joint

22. Got up

23. Marked down in price (2 wds.)

25. Greek god of love

27. Puma, e.g.

28. Get lost! (2 wds.)

33. Endures

36. Essential

39. Informed about

40. Bother

41. Wallop

42. Most strongly built

44. Throb

45. Perceived

46. Wrist’s locale

47. Fabric joint

50. Playground feature

54. Pointy

58. Eiffel Tower locale

60. Master

61. Hot chocolate

62. Financial officer

64. Defendant’s offering

65. Property right

66. Coops

67. Actress Winona ____

68. Tibetan oxen

69. ____ belt

DOWN

1. Socrates’ student

2. Sophia ____

3. Works for

4. Tumult

5. Jupiter, e.g.

6. Connect

7. Aunt’s husband

8. Ranch animal

9. Books of maps

10. Entrance

11. Unfasten

12. Lower limbs

13. Family chart

18. Festive events

24. Cast members

26. Follow orders

29. Take for granted

30. High

31. Mr. Gershwin et al.

32. Kind

33. Defeat

34. Poker word

35. Astonish

36. Vane dir.

37. Certain dashes

38. Narrow bed

40. Assistant

43. Lose hope

44. Push down

46. Chinese, e.g.

48. Fittingly

49. “West Side Story” character

51. Shopping frenzy

52. Sports ring

53. Poorest

54. “The Lion King” villain

55. Sanctified

56. Amino ____

57. Graduates’s garb

59. Smell

63. Raises
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You may have been looking forward to
communicating or spending time with the
people you care about today if possible,
but circumstances beyond your control
throw some unexpected obstacles in your
way. Don’t panic, Aquarius. If you’re
focused and objective, you can find a way
to get around the obstacles and do what
you want to do. If you’re involved in cre-
ative projects, you might seem blocked
today. This should pass by tomorrow.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Although you’ve been feeling especially

strong physically over the past few days,

Pisces, today you might feel a little under the

weather. You could even experience some

giddiness. This is nothing to worry about, but

you should try to take it easy. Don’t exercise

if you don’t feel up to it. Get some rest. Even

if you have to postpone some chores, you’ll

be better off in the long run.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Emotional matters could hit the fan today at

a (virtual) group meeting of some kind. Those

around you communicate with are apt to be

feeling especially stressed and volatile, Aries,

so be prepared for anything. Try to stay out of

passionate confrontations, and don’t try to

put oil on troubled waters. At times like this,

such attempts only cause unwanted attention

to focus on you. Stay centered.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Stress might be getting the better of a house-

hold member today, Taurus. This person feels

emotionally volatile. The least irritation could

set off a temper tantrum. Try to ease the

pressure by staying out of the way. Don’t

offer advice, however well-intentioned it may

be. This person needs to come to terms with

whatever is bothering him or her. Distance

yourself and do your own thing.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Friends, neighbors, and relatives could be
feeling especially stressed out and explo-
sive today, Gemini. This isn’t a good day to
initiate intense communications with
them. Keep your talk light and inconse-
quential. This is a great day to stay home
and read, especially since your mind is
particularly receptive to unusual ideas.
The Internet, videos, and TV documen-
taries could be most informative.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The economy could well take another dip,

Cancer, and you might hear from people

expressing concerns about financial matters.

Don’t take them to heart, and certainly don’t

worry about your own financial condition. The

trend will probably reverse itself soon, and this

time in the right direction. Take no drastic

action just yet. Wait and see what happens.

You’ll probably breathe a sigh of relief.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Oppressive stress on you or those close to
you could cause disconcerting upsets with-
in your relationships today, Leo. Try to be
objective and work things out rationally
instead of going to pieces. Avoid being
sucked into quarrels where you might say
things you’ll regret. Don’t let this tempo-
rary situation get the best of you. Make the
effort to stay focused and relaxed.
Tomorrow all should be back to normal.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Stress could take a toll on you today, Virgo.

You might temporarily lose your ambition

and be left wondering if it’s all really worth

it. This isn’t a good day to start projects or

engage in important discussions. Stay home

and get some rest if you can. You might skip

a few chores, but you’ll be better off in the

long run. Treat yourself to a good book and

some ice cream.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Surprising new developments in close
friendships or love relationships could
come your way today, Libra. Someone
might move away or perhaps move closer
to you. This could prove a little unsettling
at first, but you’ll be happy once you get
used to the idea. Communicating with
new people could also bring unexpected
events your way. Be prepared for some
bombshells. On the downside, expect
some trouble with machines.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Unexpected developments might interfere
with your home life or with plans to spend a
quiet evening with your family, Scorpio. This
could have you feeling a little down at first,
but don’t let it get to you. Whatever you do
today might open doors that will benefit both
you and those close to you. Gird your loins
and do whatever needs to be done. Later
you’ll be glad you did.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You may be looking forward to talking on the

phone with someone dear who lives far away,

Sagittarius, but circumstances beyond your

control could get in the way. Perhaps you keep

missing each other, or problems with comput-

ers or phones throw a monkey wrench into the

works. Don’t let this dim your enthusiasm. Once

you reach your friend, expect to have an excit-

ing and emotionally gratifying conversation.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Although business and money matters contin-

ue to go well, some rather unsettling news

regarding either your finances or the economy

in general could reach you today, Capricorn.

However, don’t accept as truth anything you

hear until you check the facts. The planetary

energies now lend themselves to the spread of

rumor, gossip, and misinformation. This is def-

initely the day to hang on to your objectivity.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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'On Monday, you have to
pick yourself up and start
working on another film
and be happy on the set.'
'You cannot carry your sad
face everywhere.' 'You
have to go and enjoy your-
self, your work.'  Akshay
Kumar lays claim to an
electric portfolio of films
that has brought home the
big bucks. He currently
awaits the release of
Samrat Prithviraj, where
he plays a king for the first
time in his career. Akshay
said "I hate it when some-
body says south industry
or north industry, we are
all a common industry. It
is important that we un-
derstand that this is how
the Britishers came and
divided us. We don't seem
to have learned our les-
son."

You tested COVID-19
positive a second time.
How are you feeling
now?

I am fine now. I rested
for four-five days and now
I am feeling fine. What
happens is when you go to
your office, you can wear a
mask. Unfortunately, ac-
tors can't. When I am
working, the other actor is
spitting on me and I am
spitting on him. So it is
not possible for us to be
safe. In my profession,
there is nothing called
'work from home'. Having
said that, I do remember
doing six-seven ads from

home.I just shot myself at
home, and I gave it to
them.

After a long time, you
had a flop in Bachchhan
Paandey. How do you
deal with failure after
delivering back-to-back
hits?

Dealing with failure is
the same. I have not just
had 13-14 flops, but there
was a time in the middle
where eight-nine of my
films flopped. I always say

that you can feel bad for a
flop from Friday to
Sunday. On Monday, you
have to pick yourself up
and start working on an-
other film and be happy
on the set. You cannot
carry your sad face every-
where. You have to go and
enjoy yourself, your work.
Good films are made be-
cause you enjoy the film.

A lot is being said and
written about south
films giving a tough

competition to
Bollywood. What's your
take on that?

I don't believe in this di-
vide. I hate it when some-
body says south industry
or north industry, we are
all a common industry. I
think we should stop ask-
ing this question. It is im-
portant that we under-
stand that this is how the
Britishers came and divid-
ed us. They invaded us
and ruled us. We don't
seem to have learned our
lesson. The day we under-
stand that we are all one
industry, I think things
will start working much
better. I was recently ques-
tioned why I am doing two
remakes, to which I said,
why shouldn't I? What is
the problem with it? O My
God was remade in
Telugu. The film did really
well here as well as there. I
did their Rowdy Rathore,
and it worked there as well
as here. Why does anyone
have an issue with that?
People have a problem
with songs being remixed.
Why? We are making orig-
inals as well as remakes. If
there is a good south
Indian film and we are
taking the rights and re-
making here, what's the
issue? People are saying
we don't have talent here.
Of course, we have talent
here. But if we have liked
a story, why can't we re-
make it in Hindi?

You can feel bad for a flop from
Friday to Sunday: Akshay Kumar

Pooja Hegde
‘drops out’
of Pawan
Kalyan's

upcoming film
P ooja Hegde, who was ru-

moured to be playing the fe-
male lead opposite Telugu super-
star Pawan Kalyan in his upcom-
ing film 'Bhavadeeyudu Bhagat
Singh,' has "dropped out".

According to Telugu sources,
the 'Radhe Shyam' actress has
opted out of the biggie, because it
has been postponed, and she can-
not plan her dates with ambiguity.

'Bhavadeeyudu Bhagat Singh',
directed by Harish Shankar of
'Gabbar Singh' fame, is in the
works for Pawan Kalyan, who is
yet to complete his other long-
awaited projects ('Hari Hara Veera
Mallu').

It's risky for a rising star like
Pooja Hegde to give her dates
without first getting confirmation
on her working schedules, as she
might miss out on other opportu-
nities.

The 'Beast' actress is currently
filming her next film with Salman
Khan, 'Kabhi Eid Kabhi Diwali.'
Pooja has also bagged an offer to
appear in Mahesh Babu's next,
under the direction of 'Ala
Vaikunthapuramu Loo' fame
Trivikram Srinivas.

As the third season of the
Emmy nominated series
awaits its premiere, Shahid
paid homage to the series
as he took to the streets of
Mumbai to show his excite-
ment for the series and
unveiled a flaming stunt
akin to Homelander, a
famous character from the
show during a promotional
event for the show. The
actor made a grand entry
to the jaw-dropping b-boy-
ing moves of Kings United
dance group performing to
a foot-tapping, high-energy
song. The daredevil actor

then unveiled a curtained
hoarding through an adren-
aline-inducing stunt. The
billboard had the image of
the lead Supe from The
Seven - Homelander, which
shot out a laser targeting a
nearby car. Speaking of the
eye-grabbing super-hero
like stunt, Shahid said, "I
absolutely love wacky, dark
humoured and action-
packed entertainment.
When I first heard about
'The Boys', I was immedi-
ately intrigued. I am
thrilled to present this bril-
liantly bizarre show in my

own capacity in partnership
Amazon Prime Video."
"This is my own little crazy
ode to the genius makers.
The trailer has me hooked
and I can't wait to binge all
three seasons", he added.
The series is based on the
comic book of the same
name by Garth Ennis and
Darick Robertson. It has
been developed by
showrunner Eric Kripke,
who also serves as writer
and executive producer.
Season 3 of 'The Boys' stars
Karl Urban, Jack Quaid,
Antony Starr, Erin Moriarty,

Dominique McElligott,
Jessie T. Usher, Laz Alonso,
Chace Crawford, Tomer
Capone, Karen Fukuhara,
Nathan Mitchell, Colby
Minifie, Claudia Doumit,
and Jensen Ackles. The new
season of the anti-hero
drama will return with
three gripping new
episodes on June 3 on
Prime Video followed by
one episode every week,
ending with a season finale
on July 8. The series will be
available on the streaming
platform in English, Hindi,
Tamil and Telugu.

Shahid Kapoor
brings out essence

of ‘The Boys’
through 

stunts 
at launch 

event

Bollywood actor Shahid Kapoor is a fan of
the superhero television series 'The Boys'.

M uch like her one-
liners, she is de-

fined by her unabashed
grit and resilience. She
is not the quintessential
‘maa’ to indulge her
kids beyond measure
nor does she gets bogged
down by her tough life.
Beyond her boisterous,
unpretentious and hard-
working exterior, lies a
woman who finds solace
in little joys of life, clas-
sic Hindi film songs and
an ardent love for crick-
et. And it’s time to know
her and her story! Sony
SAB brings to you a
slice of life narrative in
Pushpa Impossible, the
story of a woman and
her exceptional turn-
around in her quest to
earn respect from her
family and society
through education.
Headlined by Karuna
Pandey, the show under-
lines a woman’s stellar
transition from a victim
of fate to a champion of
her destiny. Pushpa
Impossible premieres
on Sony SAB on 6th
June at 09:30 PM.
Pushpa Impossible re-

counts the story of an
uneducated yet self-
made woman from
Patan, Gujarat who
after straddling
amongst various odd
jobs now runs a tiffin
service out of her
Mumbai chawl room, to
earn a livelihood and se-
cure the future for her
three kids.
Her consistent struggle
to keep her family
happy and not be
knocked down by the
have nots, has made her
uncouth and bold who
has little or no time to
think of herself and her
aspirations. Though,
Pushpa regrets one
thing the most, not
being able to complete
her education.

Oscillating between
the pressures of run-
ning a home and ensur-
ing a survival, Pushpa’s
moments of inadequacy
are often eclipsed by go
getter spirit that has
never bowed down to
the conventions of soci-
ety. Until, one day she
gets jolted out of the
trance and is struck by a

harsh reality that; of
her kids being embar-
rassed of her. Pushpa
believes that her kids
are ashamed of her, and
the society does not give
her the respect she de-
serves all because she’s
uneducated. What fol-
lows next is an astound-
ing journey to complete
her education and turn
the tide of fortune and
set her on a path to earn
a life of dignity and re-
spect.

Created by Hats Off
Production, Pushpa
Impossible features an
amazing ensemble of
actors in Naveen
Pandita, Darshan
Gurjar, Deshna Dugad,
Garima Parihar and
Bhakti Rathod. Get
ready to fill your hearts
with a whirlpool of emo-
tions along with a
strong dose of inspira-
tion in Pushpa
Impossible only on Sony
SAB.

Tune in to Pushpa
Impossible starting
6th June, Monday to
Saturday at 9:30 PM
only on Sony SAB.

Sony SAB launches
‘Pushpa Impossible’!S ony Entertainment

Television is geared
up to offer an intriguing
watch for its viewers with
its promising new family
drama ‘Appnapan…
Badalte Rishton ka
Bandhan’. Shedding light
on the dilemma and com-
plexities in relationships,
the show brings forth the
story of an estranged cou-
ple – Pallavi and Nikhil
who are also single par-
ents. With Pallavi and
Nikhil journeying away
from each other, what re-
mains to be seen is if fate's
play brings them back to-
gether, on the same road
once again. Starring popu-
lar actors Cezanne Khan
and Rajshree Thakur in
the lead roles, the show is
all set to premiere on 15th
June every Monday to
Friday at 10 pm. Joining
the cast of the show in a
pivotal role will be the ex-
tremely talented actor,
Gautam Ahuja. Former
child artist, Gautam Ahuja
has charmed his way to the
audience’s hearts with his
performance across televi-
sion shows, web series and
films. And, once again the
young lad is all set to im-
press the audience with his
performance in the upcom-
ing family drama
‘Appnapan… Badalte

Rishton ka Bandhan’,
where he will be seen por-
traying the character of
Gagan, Barkha’s (Rajshree
Thakur) younger son.
Being a teenager, Gagan is
easily swayed by peer pres-
sure, and not afraid to bend
and even break the rules.
While he loves his siblings
and family, but most of his
decisions and opinions are
largely always driven by
what he wants, and not by
what his family wants or is
good for the family. Excited
to be a part of this show, an
elated Gautam Ahuja
shared, "Being an actor
truly gives me joy. The dy-
namic nature of this pro-
fession is the best part and
this truly excites me as it
gives me the opportunity to
play so many varied roles.
Getting under the skin of
my character  thrills me be-
cause I get to be someone
different each time. Since, I
am at the start of my ca-
reer I want to learn more at
every phase of my life and I
will put in my 100%  so that
I can hone my acting
skills."  

‘Appnapan… Badalate
rishton ka bandhan’ is all
set to premiere from 15th
June, every Monday to
Friday at 10 pm only on
Sony Entertainment
Television!

Gautam Ahuja returns to 
TV with ‘Appnapan… Badalte

Rishton ka Bandhan’
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Paris, Jun 03 (AP): Coco
Gauff sat plain-faced in
her French Open
changeover chair after
moving one set away from
her first Grand Slam final
at 18 just 18! and calmly
snacked on some cut-up
pieces of pineapple and
other fruit, seemingly
without a care in the
world. Her opponent in

Thursday’s semifinals at
Roland Garros, Martina
Trevisan, was taking a
medical timeout so her
right thigh could be treat-
ed and taped by a trainer.
It was the sort of delay
that might rattle some
players, might make them
cool off, relinquish mo-
mentum, think too much
about what was at stake.

Not Gauff. Not on this
sunny, breezy afternoon at
Court Philippe Chatrier.
When the American ar-
rived in Paris, she cele-
brated her recent high
school graduation by pos-
ing for cap-and-gown pho-
tos near the Eiffel Tower
while holding her diplo-
ma. After wrapping up a 6-
3 6-1 victory over the 59th-

ranked Trevisan, Gauff
will be back in that stadi-
um on Saturday to face No.
1 Iga Swiatek for the cham-
pionship.

The 18th-seeded Gauff,
who turned 18 in March, is
the youngest finalist at the
clay-court major tourna-
ment since 2001, when
Kim Clijsters was the run-
ner-up a day after her 18th

birthday. Gauff has won
all 12 sets she has played
over the past two weeks.
She did not need to navi-
gate the most arduous
path to get this far:
Because of all manner of
surprising results and
early exits by top players
from the bracket, she has
faced only one seeded foe
so far, No. 31 Elise
Mertens.

Now comes someone
who will present a much
tougher test and will re-
quire a higher level of
quality. Swiatek is not only
already a Grand Slam
champion she won the
French Open in 2020 but is
unbeaten in her past 34
matches after eliminating
No. 20 Daria Kasatkina 6-2,
6-1 on Thursday.

The men’s semifinals
are Friday, with 13-time
French Open champion
Rafael Nadal playing No. 3
seed Alexander Zverev,
and 2014 U.S. Open cham-
pion Marin Cilic facing
No. 8 Casper Ruud.

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI):

Experienced Indian
shooter Anjum Moudgil
clinched a silver in the
Women’s 50m Rifle 3
Positions as India moved
up to third spot in the
medal tally at the ISSF
World Cup in Baku,
Azerbaijan, on Friday.

Anjum went down 12-16
in the gold medal match to
Denmark’s Rikke Maeng
Ibsen. Anjum, also a world
championship silver
medallist, had on
Thursday qualified for the
top-eight ranking round

with a score of 587 out of
600, which gave her a
fourth place in a field of 60
shooters On Friday, she
finished second to Ibsen in
stage two with a 406.5 to
the Norwegian’s 411.4. She
then put up a strong chal-
lenge in the final but could
not put it across the Dane.

It is Anjum’s second in-
dividual World Cup silver
in the event. The Men’s 3P
trio of Swapnil, Deepak
Kumar and Goldie Gurjar
also won a silver in the
team competition. The trio
came through two rounds
of qualifying to make it to

the gold medal match
which they lost 7-17 to
Croatia. Ukraine picked
up the bronze. Swapnil
Kusale had also finished
second in the correspon-
ding Men’s 50m Rifle 3
Positions on Thursday.
Indian now have one gold
and three silver medals in
the tournament and stand
in third place behind
Korea and Serbia.

There was heartbreak
for the other two Indian
women in the fray as
Ayushi Podder finished
16th with a score of 585,
just one point away from
the final top-eight mark
and Ashi Chouksey ended
20th with a score of 584.

The women’s 3P team
comprising Anjum and
Ayushi won their first
qualifying round with an
aggregate of 1316 to make
it to stage two. However,
they could not get into the
reckoning for a medal, fin-
ishing sixth in the ranking
round with a score of 867,
falling short of the medal
rounds by a point. India
fielded a 12-member Rifle
squad in the Baku World
Cup.

Colombo, Jun 03 (PTI):

Legendary pacer Lasith Malinga
has been appointed as the bowling
strategy coach for the white-ball
leg of Sri Lanka’s home series
against Australia, starting next
week.

A white ball legend in his own
right and one of the greatest T20
bowlers, the 38-year-old had held
the same role with the national
team when the team toured
Australia in February this year for
a white ball series.

“Malinga, during the tour, will
support Sri Lanka’s bowlers, pro-
viding tactical insight and techni-
cal expertise to help the on-field ex-
ecution of strategic plans,” a Sri
Lanka Cricket (SLC) press release
said.

While Sri Lanka had lost the se-
ries 4-1, the bowlers managed to
limit the scoring with the

Australian batters restricted to a
high total of 164/6 across the five
games.

“Sri Lanka Cricket is confident
that Malinga’s vast experience and
renowned death-bowling expertise,
especially in the T20 format, will
help the team immensely going
into this all-important series,” the
release added.

Malinga retired from all forms of
the game in 2021.

He served as the fast bowling
coach for the Rajasthan Royals in
the recently-concluded Indian
Premeir League. The former cham-
pions finished runners-up.

Sri Lanka play three T20Is, fol-
lowed by five ODIs in Colombo and
Pallekele.

Post the limited overs series, the
two sides will play two a couple of
Tests against in Galle.

The three-match T20 series is set
to begin here on June 7.

Stavanger (Norway),
Jun 03 (PTI): Indian leg-
end Viswanathan Anand
continued his winning
run in the Classical sec-
tion of the Norway Chess
tournament here as he de-
feated China’s Wang Hao
in the third round to re-
main on top of the stand-
ings.

The 52-year-old Anand
won the Armageddon
(sudden death game) early
on Friday after the regular
classical match was drawn
after 39 moves.

The Armageddon saw
the former world champi-
on pip Hao in 44 moves to
take his points tally to 7.5.
He is followed by
American Wesley So, who
is on 6 points, and world

No.1 Magnus Carlsen (5.5).
This is the Indian ace’s

third straight win in the
Classical section after hav-
ing beaten Frenchman

Maxime Vachier-Lagrave
and Veselin Topalov
(Bulgaria) in the first two
rounds. Carlsen bounced
back to win against

Teimour Radjabov after
having lost in the second
round to So via the
Armageddon.

In the other matches of
the day, Vachier-Lagrave
defeated Norwegian
Aryan Tari and Anish Giri
shared points with So,
drawing the classical and
Armageddon games while
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov
topped Topalov in the sud-
den death.

In the ongoing Norway
Chess tournament, the
players take part in a
Armageddon (sudden
death) in case of a draw in
the classical game.

American star So had
won the Blitz event which
preceded the Classical sec-
tion.

Seoul, Jun 03 (AP):

A pair of Neymar
penalties helped Brazil
start its World Cup prepa-
rations with a comprehen-
sive 5-1 win over South
Korea in an international
friendly on Thursday.
English Premier League
stars Richarlison,
Coutinho and Gabriel
Jesus were also on the
scoresheet.

It was a chastening
evening for the South
Koreans with the five-time
world champion too
strong in all areas of the
field. Richarlison silenced
the 66,000 fans who filled
Seoul World Cup Stadium
to capacity after just seven
minutes with an oppor-
tunistic strike. The
Everton forward diverted

a low shot from Fred high
into the South Korean net
from close range. South
Korea will make a 10th
successive World Cup ap-
pearance at Qatar later
this year in a group with

Uruguay, Portugal and
Ghana. It struggled to get
joint EPL golden boot win-
ner Son Heung-min into
the game but was back on
level terms on the half-
hour with a well-worked

goal. Wolverhampton at-
tacker Hwang Hee-chan
found Hwang Ui-jo in the
area and the Bordeaux
striker turned Thiago
Silva to fire a shot past the
diving Weverton. Brazil
was back ahead three min-
utes before the break after
a penalty was given follow-
ing a foul on Alex Sandro.
Neymar sent Kim Seung-
gyu the wrong way to roll
the ball into the net. The
pattern was repeated just
before the hour. The lively
Juventus wingback was
again brought down in the
area and Neymar again
waited for the goalkeeper
to commit himself before
calmly stroking the ball
home for his 73rd goal for
Brazil, just four fewer
than leading goalscorer
Pele.

Pune, Jun 03 (PTI):

Indian Grandmasters
Arjun Kalyan and Deep
Sengupta posted victo-
ries in the fifth round to
join Georgian GM Luka
Paichadze at the top with
4.5 points in the 1st
M a h a r a s h t r a
International Open GM
chess tournament here
on Friday.

While Paichadze, who
had an all-win record
after four rounds, was
held by Indian GM M R
Lalith Babu, Kalyan and
Sengupta registered
wins over Aditya S
Samant and Anup
Deshmukh respectively
to take their tally to 4.5
points and share the
lead. Top-seed Farrukh

Amonatov of Tajikistan
beat Bangladesh GM
Enamul Hossain in 33
moves after draws in
round three and four
against lower-rated
Indians to climb to 4
points.

Four players -
Amonatov, Boris
Savchenko, Lalith Babu
and Aditya Mittal are in
joint second spot with
four points each.

The game between
Paichadze and Lalith
Babu on the top board
saw the two agree for a
draw after 36 moves.

Sengupta was an im-
pressive winner in the
fifth round, outlasting
Samant in 53 moves,
while Kalyan humbled
Deshmukh in 37 moves.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0033  ((PPTTII))::

India’s up and coming shut-
tlers will have an opportunity to
earn ranking points and experi-
ence with the country hosting
two BWF international chal-
lenge badminton tournaments
in Nagpur and Raipur in
September . Badminton World
Federation (BWF) also awarded
a junior international event to
be held in Hyderabad, also in
September. Following India’s
historic triumph at the Thomas
Cup, the Badminton Association
of India (BAI) had written to
BWF last month, requesting it
for more international events.
BWF accepted the request and
allotted the two international
challenge events and a junior
international. “BWF has award-
ed three tournaments to India,
which will be held in
September. These events will
help the young Indian players to

play more international events,
face quality opponents and
grab crucial world ranking
points,” BAI secretary Sanjay
Mishra told PTI. There are a
total of 31 international chal-
lenge tournament that happens
in a year worldwide with India
hosting just one of them in 2022
— the Infosys Foundation India
international challenge in
Bengaluru from October 11 to
16 last year. The international
challenge tournaments are
grade 3 events in the BWF tour-
nament structure and ranking
points and prize money are
much less than the grade 1
(BWF major events) and 2 (BWF
World Tour) events. India hosts
one junior international Grand
Prix in Pune (August 30-
September 4), besides three
BWF world tour events —
Odisha Super 100, Syed Modi
Super 300 and India Open Super
500 tournament.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunnee  0033  ((PPTTII))::

The Delhi High Court on
Friday directed the Centre
that no money or assistance
shall be provided to national
sports federations (NSFs)
which are not functioning in
compliance with the law con-
cerning the administration of
sports in the country.

No money will go hence-
forth to any entity which does
not comply with the Sports
Code. That is the long and
short of it. What is suffering is
the rule of law, said the bench,
comprising Justices Najmi
Waziri and Vikas Mahajan. 

It is unsporting. (It is) not
sporting at all not to comply
with the rules. There are too
many red cards coming up, the

court remarked while hearing
a petition by senior advocate
Rahul Mehra to ensure compli-
ance with the Sports Code by
the NSFs. 

The court said that compli-
ance shall be done by the end
of one month and in the mean-
time, assistance to sportsper-
sons through the Sports
Authority of India would be
ensured and possibly aug-
mented. 

The NSFs which are not
compliant shall be put on
notice of suspension, it further
said. The court was informed
by the Joint Secretary, Sports
Ministry that concerted
efforts are underway to
ensure that compliances are
made by the end of the month
and that while 15 NSFs were

adhering with the Sports code,
six were granted the exemp-
tion. Five NSFs need to amend
their constitutions and 17
required major changes, it was
further said. Lawyer Anil Soni
appeared for the Centre. 

The petitioner disputed the
Centre’s version and empha-
sised that at least 24 NSFs
have super luminary persons
in the management which is
not envisaged by the code and
that the mandate of 25 per
cent of the management of
NSFs being prominent
sportspersons of outstanding
merit was not being followed.
The court observed that the
endeavour is that the NSFs
comply with the legal frame-
work and let them not say that
the players are going to suffer.

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI):

Quinton de Kock
pulled up a chair near
the tent as he watched
the spin twins Tabraiz
Shamsi and Keshav
Maharaj hit the “right
areas” during South
African team’s first
training session on
Friday.

The most interesting
aspect of the practice
session was Shamsi,
Maharaj and later Aiden
Markram spending quite
some time doing “spot
bowling”.

The trio is likely to
play a major role in the
five match T20 series
against India along with
CSK all rounder Dwayne

Pretorius, who also had
a fair spell at the nets.

Wayne Parnell, who is
making a comeback after
good five years, was fo-
cused during his extend-
ed spell while Raasie van
der Dussen looked the
most impressive under
the watchful eyes of
head coach Mark
Boucher.

Mark Jansen got a fair
bit of batting tips from
Boucher, who was seen
telling him all about
holding the shape while
going for expansive
drives.

While De Kock
watched others go
through paces, South
Africa’s IPL star David
Miller is currently holi-

daying in Maldives and
will link up with the
squad soon.

The Proteas squad
members assembled at
the Feroz Shah Kotla for
their optional practice
session after clearing
their RT PCR tests ahead
of opening T20
International next
Thursday.

“All the squad mem-
bers have tested negative
but for the IPL players
who were in action till
last week, they would be
given a few days break
ahead of the series as
part or workload man-
agement,” a member of
Proteas support staff
told PTI on the sidelines
of the net session.

Bengaluru, Jun 03 (PTI):

A plethora of Indian
badminton stars including
P V Sindhu, Kidambi
Srikanth, Sai Praneeth,
Jwala Gutta, Ashwini
Ponappa and Chirag
Shetty will take part in the
launch of the Grand Prix
Badminton League,
Karnataka’s own version
of Premier Badminton
League, here on Saturday.

The mega event has the
blessings of the
Karnataka Badminton
Association, a statement
said on Friday. The league
will see eight teams battle
for supremacy and it is
scheduled to be held from
July 1 to 10. The eight
teams are — Bengaluru

Lions, Mangalore Sharks,
Mandya Bulls, Mysore
Panthers, Malnad Falcons,
Bandipur Tuskers, KGF
Wolves and Kodagu Tigers
— with each team com-
prising 10 players includ-
ing a minimum of five
Karnataka players, two
foreign players and three
female shuttlers. The tour-
nament boasts of a prize
money of Rs 60 lakh with
the winners pocketing Rs
24 lakh while the runner-
up team will be richer by
Rs 12 lakh. The team jer-
seys and the trophy will
also be unveiled during
the launch. As many as 400
players have signed up for
the league while the auc-
tion is slated for next
week, it was stated.

Coco Gauff to face No. 1 Iga
Swiatek in final at French Open

Coco Gauff of the U.S. plays a shot against Italys Martina
Trevisan during their semifinal match at the French Open
tennis tournament in Roland Garros stadium in Paris.

Iga Swiatek

shouts as she

defeats

Russias Daria

Kasatkina

during their

semifinal

match of the

French Open

tennis 

tournament

at the Roland

Garros 

stadium.

Anjum clinches silver, India move up to
third spot in Baku Shooting World Cup

Malinga appointed SL’s bowling strategy
coach for white-ball series against Australia

Norway chess: No stopping Anand,
remains on top after third straight win

Neymar scores 2 as Brazil routs South Korea 5-1

Neymar reacts after scoring on a penalty kick during
a friendly soccer match against South Korea at Seoul
World Cup Stadium in Seoul.

Nagpur, Raipur to host International
Challenge events in Sept

Maharashtra Open chess: Indian
GMs Arjun Kalyan, Sengupta join

Paichadze at top after round 5

SA focus on spinners ahead
of series against India

Delhi HC to Centre

‘Don’t give money to NSFs not
complying with Sports Code’

Top badminton stars 
set to launch Grand Prix

Badminton League

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
Friday said there should
be sufficient material
available to substantiate
the claims of forced reli-
gious conversion and it
cannot be based on social
media data which has in-
stances of morphed photo-
graphs.

The high court said the

issue of forced religious
conversion is an important
issue of greater ramifica-
tions and it wants to exam-
ine it deeper before form-
ing an opinion or issuing
notice to the government
on a petition seeking direc-
tion to prohibit religious
conversion by intimida-
tion or allurement through
gifts and money.

First and foremost, con-
version is not prohibit-
ed. It's a right of an indi-
vidual to profess any re-
ligion, religion of his
birth, or religion that he
chooses to profess. That's
the freedom our
Constitution grants. You
are saying somebody is
forced to be converted.

"There is no such
thing like a fraud in reli-
gion. All religions have
beliefs. Beliefs may or
may not have some sci-

entific foundation that
does not mean that the be-
lief is fraud. That's not.
That's a belief an individ-
ual has. In that belief ei-
ther somebody is forced to
convert that's another
issue. If you say someone
is coerced into converting
then that is the person's
prerogative, a bench of
Justices Sanjeev Sachdeva
and Tushar Rao Gedela
observed.

The court was hearing a
petition by advocate
Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay seeking direc-
tion to the Centre and
Delhi Government to pro-
hibit religious conversion
by intimidating, threaten-
ing, and deceivingly lur-
ing through gifts and mon-
etary benefits and by
using black magic and su-
perstition.

The petition stated that

religious conversion by the
carrot and the stick and by
hook or crook not only of-
fends Articles 14, 15, 21,
and 25 but also against the
principles of secularism,
which is an integral part of
the basic structure of the
Constitution.

The court questioned
the petitioner and asked
him what was the founda-
tion of such a prayer and
where are the statistics of
forced conversion and
what was the number of
such conversions?

What is the material on
record? There is nothing,
no documentation, not one
instance given by you. This
will require a detailed ex-
amination. We will have it
after vacations Where are
the statistics? How many
conversions happened?
Who is converted? You say
mass conversion is hap-

pening, where is the num-
ber? the bench asked.

When the counsel urged
the court to issue notice on
the petition and asked the
government counsel to
take instructions on the
issue, the bench said how
can it issue a notice at this
stage and added that the
court has to be first satis-
fied that there is some
basis to even issue notice.

As the petitioner said
he has social media data
on forced conversion, the
bench shot back, Social
media is no data. We have
instances of photographs
being morphed. Some in-
stances where it shows an
incident that happened
and then it turns out that
it happened in some coun-
try 20 years ago and that
photograph will show as
if it happened yesterday
or today .

PM instrumental behind reforms like self-attestation,
abolishing govt job interviews, says Jitendra Singh

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

Union Minister
Jitendra Singh on Friday
said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has been
instrumental behind re-
forms like self-attestation
of documents and abolish-
ing of government job in-
terviews, and initiatives
aimed at achieving ease of
governance resulting in
ease of living for the com-
mon man.

Singh, the Minister of
State for Personnel, said
that the Prime Minister's
vision of minimum gov-
ernment, maximum gov-
ernance is the idea behind
all such reforms brought
out by the Department of
Personnel and Training

(DoPT) in the last eight
years.

He was speaking after
releasing a book on major
reforms and achievements
of the DoPT during the
last eight years here.
Singh also launched an e-
book version of the same.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the minister said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been instrumen-
tal behind reforms like
self-attestation and abol-
ishing the interviews with
his out of the box thinking
and his encouragement to
initiatives aimed at
achieving ease of gover-
nance resulting in ease of
living for the common
man.

Singh said that it is

quite visible that the
Prime Minister accords
high priority to adminis-
trative reforms that he an-
nounced decision like
abolishing the interviews
from the ramparts of the
Red Fort during the
Independence Day speech
and the DoPT worked tire-
lessly to bring it into effect
within a short time of
three months, according to
a Personnel Ministry
statement.

The Union Minister
termed all these reforms
as socio-economic, futuris-
tic and citizen-centric,
with people's participa-
tion, which ensures that
every citizen gets equal op-
portunity, it said.

Talking about various

training programs being
conducted by Indian
Institute of Public
Administration (IIPA),
Singh said that the sole
aim of these training mod-
ules is to train the officers
and people's representa-
tives about several flag-
ship schemes of the gov-
ernment and how to pre-
pare themselves well to
help people in getting ben-
efits of such schemes.

He mentioned
Prevention of Corruption
Act as a tool to bring trans-
parency in governance by
ensuring enough safe-
guards for honest officials.
Singh said that zero toler-
ance against corruption
has been the top priority of
the Modi government.

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

The Delhi Police on
Friday registered a case
after a woman alleged that
she was sexually harassed
by a man at Delhi Metro's
Jor Bagh station a day be-
fore, officials said.

The woman alleged that
a "policeman" standing on
the platform did not take
any action after she ap-
proached him for help fol-
lowing the incident.

Hours later, the woman
took to Twitter to narrate
her ordeal following which
the police asked her to pro-
vide her contact details so
that they can reach her.

The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation also issued a
statement, saying, the

Delhi Metro takes the
issue of the safety of our
women commuters "very
seriously" and is cooperat-
ing with law and order
agencies so that necessary
action can be taken.

The Delhi Commission
for Women also issued a
notice to the police and
sought an action taken re-
port in connection with in-
cident that took place on
Thursday afternoon. The
police said the security in-
side metro stations is
manned by the Central
Industrial Security Force.

We are taking up the
matter with the higher au-
thorities in CISF to find
out why the matter was
not brought to Delhi
Police's notice earlier, offi-

cials said. In a series of
tweets, the woman
claimed that on Thursday
afternoon when she got off
at the Jor Bagh metro sta-
tion, a man approached
her on the pretext of con-
firming an address.

"While travelling on the
yellow line today, I faced
sexual harassment at the
Jor Bagh Station. The man
had asked for my help w
an address during the
metro ride.

"I helped him, then got
off at my station and sat
on the platform to book a
cab. The man approached
me again at the station
under the garb of confirm-
ing the address. Believing
dat he needed help.."

The man flashed his

genitals while trying to
show me a file containing
the address, the woman al-
leged in a tweet. The
woman also alleged that
the policeman standing on
the platform did not help.

"I approached a police-
man standing on the plat-
form, but he flatly refused
to help me and asked me to
go upstairs to talk about it.

"I was still scared but I
somehow managed to go
upstairs and found other
policemen. I asked dem to
take me to the CCTV room
so dat I could recognise
him," she said in another
tweet. The entire incident
was captured on camera
but then we saw the man
get into a different train
and leave.
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Police register case after woman alleges 
sexual harassment at Delhi Metro station

Mann assures killers 
of Moosewala will be

sent behind bars
Mansa (Punjab), Jun 03 (PTI): 

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann visited
Sidhu Moosewala's home
here on Friday, assuring
the slain singer's family
that his killers would soon
be behind bars and slam-
ming those playing politics
over the death.

Mann spent about an
hour with the bereaved
family at Moosa village in
Mansa district, condoling
the death of the 28-year-old
Punjabi singer who was
shot on Sunday. The killing
took place in the district a
day after the new Aam
Aadmi Party government
pruned the security provid-
ed to the singer and about
400 other VIPs as a tempo-
rary move. Police has got
vital clues regarding the
murder of Sidhu
Moosewala and the day is
not far when we will nab
the perpetrators of this

heinous crime, the CM as-
sured the family, a state gov-
ernment statement said.
Ahead of the chief minis-
ter's visit around 10 am, the
AAP's Sardulgarh MLA,
Gurpreet Singh Banawali,
faced protests as he arrived
at the family's home.

There was a large police
deployment in Moosa and
some people held a protest
against Punjab Police, ac-
cusing it of preventing
them from entering the vil-
lage. Mann called
Moosewala a multi-talent-
ed artiste blessed with a
mesmerising voice and
said his untimely death has
dealt a major blow to the
music industry and mil-
lions of fans, the statement
said. He assured the family
that the state government
was with them in this hour
of crisis and will spare no
effort in arresting
Moosewala's killers at the
earliest.

SC concerned over ‘mush-
room growth’ of PILs

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday expressed concern
over the "mushroom
growth" of public interest
litigations and said frivo-
lous PILs should be nipped
in the bud so that the devel-
opmental activities are not
affected. A vacation bench
of Justices B R Gavai and
Hima Kohli observed while
dismissing petitions against
construction activities at
the famed Shree Jagannath
temple in Puri.

The top court said most of
the petitions are either pub-
licity interest litigations or
personal interest litigation.

"In the recent past, it is no-
ticed that there is a mush-
room growth of public in-
terest litigations. However,
in many of such petitions,
there is no public interest
involved at all. The petitions
are either publicity interest
litigations or personal inter-
est litigation. We highly
deprecate the practice of fil-
ing such frivolous petitions.
They are nothing but an
abuse of the process of law.
"They encroach upon a
valuable judicial time
which could be otherwise
utilised for considering gen-
uine issues. It is high time
that such so-called public in-
terest litigations are nipped
in the bud so that the devel-
opmental activities in the
larger public interest are
not stalled," the bench said.

p ‘It should be
nipped in bud’

Enough material needed to substantiate 
claim of forced conversion: HC

Amit Shah reviews security situation 
in J-K after series of targeted killings

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday took
stock of the security situa-
tion in Jammu and
Kashmir in the wake of a
series of targeted killings
in the Valley, officials said.
National Security Advisor
(NSA) Ajit Doval, Army
Chief General Manoj
Pande, and Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir Manoj Sinha were
among those who attended
the meeting.

The home minister re-
viewed the security situa-
tion in Jammu and
Kashmir, a ministry official
said. Security arrange-
ments for the upcoming
Amarnath Yatra also fig-
ured in the meetings, the of-
ficial said. The meeting
came after terrorists car-
ried out a series of targeted

killings in the Kashmir
Valley that include non-
Muslims, security person-
nel, an artist and local civil-
ians.

Two persons a bank em-
ployee and a brick kiln
labourer were killed in
Kashmir on Thursday
while another labourer was
injured in two separate in-
cidents.

The bank manager was
the ninth and the labourer
was the 10th targeted
killing in Kashmir since
May 1. A woman teacher
hailing from the Samba dis-
trict of the Jammu region
was shot dead by terrorists
at a school in south
Kashmir's Kulgam district
on Tuesday.

On May 18, terrorists had
entered a wine shop at
Baramulla in North
Kashmir and threw a
grenade, killing one person

from the Jammu region
and injuring three others.
Policeman Saifullah Qadri
was shot dead outside his
residence in Srinagar on
May 24 while television
artiste Amreen Bhat was
gunned down in Budgam

two days later.
Scores of Kashmiri

Pandits, who were em-
ployed under a prime min-
ister's package in 2012, have
been staging protests
threatening mass exodus
since the killing of Rahul

Bhat, who was shot dead by
terrorists on May 12 in the
Chadoora area of Budgam
district in central Kashmir.
The high-level meeting
chaired by Shah was the
second such exercise in less
than a fortnight.

Union Home Secretary
Ajay Kumar Bhalla,
Director of Intelligence
Bureau Arvind Kumar,
Director General of
Central Reserve Police
Force Kuldiep Singh,
Border Security Force chief
Pankaj Singh, and Jammu
and Kashmir Director
General of Police Dilbag
Singh among other key offi-
cials took part in the meet-
ing. Earlier, Shah had an in-
formal meeting with LG
Manoj Sinha, Arvind
Kumar, Secretary of RAW
Samant Goel and DGP of
Jammu and Kashmir
Dilbagh Singh.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah with J & K Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha holds a review meeting on security/law & order situation
in Jammu and Kashmir, in New Delhi, Friday.

Sikh volunteers distribute a sweet drink among devotees on the 416th martyrdom
day of 5th Sikh Guru Arjan Dev, at the Golden Temple in Amritsar, Friday.
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Commando injured 
BBiijjaappuurr::  A commando of
the Central Reserve
Police Forces (CRPF) was
injured when a pressure
improvised explosive
device (IED) planted by
naxals exploded in
Chhattisgarh’s Bijapur
district on Friday, police
said. The blast occurred
around 1 pm in the forest
of Budgicheru village
under Tarrem police sta-
tion limits, where a team
of the 210th battalion of
Commando Battalion for
Resolute Action (CoBRA)
was out on an anti-naxal
operation, a senior
official said.

Bus accident 
KKaallaabbuurraaggii:: Seven
Telangana residents of an
extended family, who
were returning home from
a vacation to Goa, got
burnt to death as their
bus overturned and
caught fire minutes after
hitting a goods vehicle on
the outskirts of
Kamalapura town here on
Friday. The bus was carry-
ing 32 passengers, includ-
ing 30 from the same
extended family residing
in Hyderabad, Kalaburagi
district Superintendent of
Police Isha Pant told PTI.
Two others were boys
from Visakhapatnam in
Andhra Pradesh.

Z’ security 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Jathedar of
Akal Takht, Giani
Harpreet Singh, has been
granted ‘Z’ category
security by the Union
Home Ministry, officials
said on Friday. The deci-
sion to accord country’s
second highest category
security to the Sikh reli-
gious leader was taken in
view of the enhanced
threat perception. Z cate-
gory security has been
provided to Jathedar of
Akal Takht Giani Harpreet
Singh. The CRPF (Central
Reserve Police Force)
commandos will be in
charge of his security, an
official said.

Boat capsize
RReewwaa  ((MMPP)):: With the
recovery of two more
bodies, the death toll in
the rowboat capsize inci-
dent in Tamas river of
Madhya Pradesh’s Rewa
district has gone up to
three, an official said on
Friday. The incident had
occurred around noon on
Wednesday. There were
six persons on board the
ill-fated boat. While three
persons swam to safety,
three others had gone
missing, he said.
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Britains Kate, Duchess of
Cambridge, waves 

following a service of
thanksgiving for the reign
of Queen Elizabeth II at St

Paul‚Äôs Cathedral in
London Friday.
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Lucknow, Jun 03 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi Friday
said India is growing the
fastest among the G-20
economies and has the ca-
pability to prove it’s the
“reliable partner” the
world is looking for today.

Speaking at Uttar
Pradesh’s third investors’
summit, marking the
ground-breaking or the
launch of 1,406 projects
worth over Rs 80,000 crore,
he said the prevailing situ-
ation in the world has
brought big opportunities
for India. Gautam Adani,
Kumar Mangalam Birla

and other leading indus-
trialists are participating

in the mega summit or-
ganised by the Uttar
Pradesh government.
Defence minister Rajnath
Singh and Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath are
among those attending the
event. Modi said “only our
democratic India” has the
capability to prove that it
is the “reliable partner”
the world is looking for
today. “The world today is
looking at India’s poten-
tial and praising its per-
formance.” The projects
were in diverse fields in-
cluding agriculture, IT
and Electronics, MSME,
manufacturing, renew-
able energy, pharma,

tourism, defence and aero-
space, handloom and tex-
tiles. “We are the fastest
growing among the G-20
economies. Today, India is
No. 2 on the Global Retail
Index. India is the third-
largest energy consumer
country in the world,”
Modi said. The prime
minister said last year a
record USD 84 billion
Foreign Direct Index (FDI)
came to India from more
than 100 countries. “India
has made a record by ex-
porting merchandise
worth over USD 417 bil-
lion i.e. more than Rs 30
lakh crore in the last fi-
nancial year,” he said.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0033  ((PPTTII))::

The ruling Congress’s nomi-
nees Rajeev Shukla and
Ranjeet Ranjan were elected
unopposed to the Rajya Sabha
from Chhattisgarh on Friday,
officials said. “The deadline for
withdrawal of nominations
ended this afternoon and the
two candidates were elected
unopposed”, state Assembly
secretary Dinesh Sharma told.

Ranjan received her election
certificate from Sharma, while
on behalf of Shukla, his brother
accepted his certificate.

Of the five Rajya Sabha
members from Chhattisgarh,
the term of two - Chhaya
Verma (Congress) and
Ramvichar Netam (BJP) - is to
expire next month. The other

three Rajya Sabha members
from the state are KTS Tulsi
and Phulodevi Netam of
Congress and Saroj Pandey of
BJP. Sixty three-year-old
Shukla, a journalist-turned-
politician, who hails from Uttar
Pradesh has served as Rajya
Sabha MP thrice in the past.
Ranjan is a former Lok Sabha
member from Bihar. With the
election of Ranjan, there are

now three Rajya Sabha mem-
bers from the state. In the 90-
member state Assembly, the
Congress has 71 MLAs, while
the BJP has 14. Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh (J) and
Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP)
have three and two members
respectively. Opposition BJP
did not field its candidate in
view of its low strength in the
state assembly.

Kanpur (UP), Jun 03 (PTI):

Violence erupted in
parts of Kanpur after
Friday prayers as mem-
bers of two communities
indulged in brick-batting
and hurled bombs over at-
tempts to shut shops in
protest against ‘insulting’
comments on Prophet
Mohammed. Clashes

broke out in Pared, Nai
Sadak and Yateemkhana
areas of Kanpur, police
said. The two sides hurled
bombs and opened fire as
members of one of the
groups attempted to shut
shops over alleged insult-
ing remarks made by BJP
spokesperson Nupur
Sharma during a televi-
sion debate recently, a sen-

ior police official said.
Those who allegedly
forced shopkeepers to
shut shops clashed with
police personnel who had
to use batons to disperse
the mob.

Some local leaders, in-
cluding Maulana
Mohammed Ali (MMA)
Jauhar Fans Association
chief Hayat Zafar
Hashmi, had called for clo-
sure of shops on Friday in
protest against the re-
marks. They had also
taken out a procession
during which they con-
fronted members of other
community, an official
said, adding that as a re-
sult of which clashes
broke out.

Soon hundreds of peo-
ple had taken to the streets
in protest. About half-a-
dozen people, including
street goers and onlook-
ers, sustained serious in-
juries in the incident, he
said.

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI):

Seventy-one per cent
Indians cannot afford a
healthy diet and 1.7 million
die every year due to dis-
eases attributable to poor
diet, according to a report
released by the Centre for
Science and Environment
(CSE) and Down to Earth
magazine.

The diseases attributable
to dietary risk factors in-
clude respiratory ailments,
diabetes, cancer, strokes
and coronary heart dis-
ease, the report ‘State of
India’s Environment 2022:
In Figures’ said.

The report refers to diets
low in fruits, vegetables,
whole grains, and diets
high in processed meat, red
meat, and sugary drinks.
“Seventy-one percent of
Indians cannot afford a
healthy diet. The global av-
erage is 42 percent,” it said
citing the Global Nutrition
Report, 2021. The diet of an

average Indian lacks in
fruits, vegetables, legumes,
nuts and whole grains. The
consumption of fish, dairy
and red meat is within tar-
get, it said.

A healthy diet is consid-
ered unaffordable when its
cost exceeds 63 percent of a
person’s income, according
to the Food and
Agriculture Organisation.

In India, adults aged 20
and above have only 35.8g
of fruit per day as against
the recommended 200g per
day and just 168.7g of veg-
etables per day as against
the minimum 300g per day.

They consume just 24.9g
per day (25 percent of tar-
get) of legumes and 3.2g (13
percent of target) of nuts
per day. “Despite some
progress, diets are not get-
ting healthier.

Additionally, they are
making increasing de-
mands on the environ-
ment, even as unacceptable
levels of malnutrition per-

sist in the country,” the re-
port said. “The high
human, environmental
and economic costs of con-
tinuing our current trajec-
tory are so significant that
we will pay a far higher
price if we fail to act. The
global food system falls far
short of achieving global
goals for both health and
the environment,” it said.

The report also presents
an analysis of food prices.
It says that the consumer
food price index (CFPI) in-
flation has seen a 327 per
cent increase in the past
year, while the consumer
price index (CPI) which in-
cludes CFPI — has seen an
84 per cent jump.

Food seems to be the
biggest mover of CPI infla-
tion. The current high lev-
els of food inflation have
been driven by the rising
cost of production, surging
international crop prices
and extreme weather-relat-
ed disruptions.

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI):

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has is-
sued fresh summons to
Congress MP Rahul
Gandhi, asking him to ap-
pear before it on June 13
for questioning in a money
laundering case linked to
the National Herald news-
paper, officials said on
Friday.

He was earlier asked by
the agency to depose on
June 2 but the Lok Sabha
member from Wayanad
seat in Kerala sought a
fresh date as he was out of
the country. Officials said
Rahul Gandhi, 51, has now
been asked to appear on
June 13 at the headquar-

ters of the federal agency
in central Delhi. His moth-
er and Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, 75, has also
been asked to depose be-
fore the agency on June 8.
Though she tested positive
for COVID-19 on Thursday,
the Congress party has
said that she was deter-
mined to appear before the
agency on the scheduled
date. The case pertains to
the probe into the alleged
financial irregularities in
the party-promoted Young
Indian that owns the
National Herald newspa-
per. The paper is published
by Associated Journals
Limited (AJL) and owned
by Young Indian Pvt
Limited.

Two killed after portion 
of abandoned coal 

mine collapses 
KKoorrbbaa:: Two persons allegedly
engaged in illegal mining were
killed when a portion of an aban-
doned coal mine caved in at
Surajpur district of Chhattisgarh,
police said on Friday. The inci-
dent took place at Dugga open-
cast coal mine, which is not in
operation, in Bhatgaon area on
Thursday night, an official said.
As per preliminary information,
Sukhlal Rajwade (22) and
Ramkeshwar Rajwade (32) had
entered the mine to steal coal.
While extracting coal, a portion
of the mine collapsed and they
got trapped under the soil and
died on the spot, Surajpur
Superintendent of Police
Ramkrishna Sahu said. A team
from Bhatgaon police station
reached the spot after some
locals alerted them about the
incident, and the bodies were
extricated and sent for post-
mortem on Friday, he said.

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI):

The government has ap-
proved 8.1 per cent rate of
interest on employees’
provident fund (EPF) de-
posits for 2021-22, an over
four-decade low, for about
five crore subscribers of
retirement fund body
EPFO. Earlier in March
this year, the Employees’
Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO) had
decided to lower the inter-
est on provident fund de-
posits for 2021-22 to 8.1 per
cent from 8.5 per cent pro-
vided in 2020-21.

According to an EPFO
office order issued on
Friday and reviewed by
PTI, the Ministry of
Labour and Employment
has conveyed approval of

the central government to
credit 8.1 per cent rate of
interest for 2021-22 to each
member of the EPF
scheme. The labour min-
istry had sent the proposal
to the Ministry of Finance
for its concurrence.

Now, after the ratifica-
tion of the interest rate by
the government, the EPFO
would start crediting the
fixed rate of interest for
the fiscal into the EPF ac-
counts. The 8.1 per cent
EPF rate of interest is the
lowest since 1977-78, when
it stood at 8 per cent.

The 8.5 per cent interest
rate on EPF deposits for
2020-21 was decided by the
Central Board of Trustees
(CBT) in March 2021. It
was ratified by the finance
ministry in October 2021.

Thereafter, the EPFO is-
sued directions to field of-
fices to credit the interest
income at 8.5 per cent for
2020-21 into the sub-
scribers’ account. An
EPFO trustee, K E
Raghunathan, who repre-
sents employers, said the
speed with which the min-
istries of labour and fi-
nance have cleared the in-
terest rate is really appre-
ciable, considering the dire
need of funds in the hands
of employees and it will
help them meet expenses
such as educational needs
of their children. In March
2020, the EPFO had low-
ered the interest rate on
provident fund deposits to
a seven-year low of 8.5 per
cent for 2019-20, from 8.65
per cent in 2018-19.

Over 150 workers fall
sick after gas leak 

Visakhapatnam: Over
150 women, working in
an apparel manufactur-
ing unit in the Brandix
Special Economic Zone
(SEZ), near here, fell
sick following a suspect-
ed ammonia gas leak
from a nearby chemical
laboratory on Friday. No
casualties were report-
ed.

The gas was suspected
to have leaked from
Porus Laboratories unit
located outside the SEZ
at Atchyutapuram but
its impact was felt in the
apparel unit inside the
SEZ, where some of the
women workers immedi-
ately fell unconscious
after complaining of
eyesore, nausea and
vomiting.

Only India can be the ‘reliable partner’
world is looking for: Modi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi speaks during the

‘Ground Breaking
Ceremony @3.0 of the UP

Investors Summit at
Indira Gandhi Pratishthan,

in Lucknow.

Congress candidates Rajeev Shukla, Ranjeet
Ranjan elected unopposed to RS from Chh’garh

ED issues fresh summons 
to Rahul Gandhi for June 13

Govt ratifies 8.1 pc EPF interest rate for 2021-22

Clashes in Kanpur over ‘insult’
to Prophet during TV debate

Police personnel use tear gas to disperse people amid
clashes as violence erupted in the city after members
of Muslim community took out a procession and closed
their shops, in Kanpur.

71 pc Indians cannot afford
healthy diet: CSE report
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Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: Karm and
Pali Shiromani awards
were given away on June
01, 2022 in Bar and Rod Mill
of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
for exemplary work by em-
ployees. Mukesh Gupta,
CGM (BRM) was the Chief
Guest on the occasion.

BH Venkat
Narsinghmam, Asst Mgr
(Oper) and Anil Kumar
Dwivedy, Asst Mgr (Oper)
were given the Pali
Shiromani awards, while
Shiv Das, OCT (Oper),
Subhash Chandra Murmu,
OCT(Mech), Ashish
Kumar, OCT(Oper) and
Amit Kumar Singh,
OCT(Elect) were awarded
the Karm Shiromani
awards. Sr officials includ-
ing SK Behera, SN

Tripathi, Ashish, KK
Thakur were present. Sr of-
ficials of BRM, employees
and members of Personnel
department were present
on the occasion.

Mukesh Gupta, CGM
(BRM) congratulated the
awardees. SK Behera, GM
(Mech) gave away certifi-
cates, memento, letter of
appreciation and a sweet
packet to the Shiromani
awardees. In his address,

Gupta praised the sincerity
and dedication of the
awarded employees, stat-
ing that the department
has reached new heights
due to the efforts of such
employees. He urged the
other employees to get in-
spired by the award win-
ners to work with greater
commitment at the
shopfloor.

The programme was co-
ordinated and compered by

Rajeev Kumar, DGM (P-
Mills Zone 1). At the outset,
Rajeev welcomed the par-
ticipants and shared that
14 Pali Shiromani awards
and 37 Karm Shiromani
awards have been givens so
far in Bar and Rod mill.
The awardees shared their
views on the occasion.
COVID protocols of Social
distancing were followed
during the award distribu-
tion ceremony.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: Citizens of
Maroda Sector East and
West will get rid of the
problems caused by rains.
Risali Municipal
Commissioner Ashish
Devangan has given in-
structions to construct cul-
verts for the drainage of
rain water in more than 25
places. On receiving the
complaint of water log-
ging in the Nidaan camp,
he along with Speaker
Keshav Banchhor and
Mayor Council member
Sanir Sahu went out for a
ward tour.

On Friday, a public prob-
lem redressal camp was
held in the club located in
Maroda sector. During
this, the citizens of Ward
11 Maroda Sector East and
Ward 12 Maroda Sector
West complained that the

BSP housing and road is 5
decades old. Presently the
culvert on the road is in di-
lapidated state. This is the
reason why there is a situ-
ation of water logging dur-
ing the rainy days. The
commissioner has given
instructions to start the
work after completing the
formalities for the culvert
construction work.

In the camp, Councilor
of Ward 12 and MIC mem-

ber Sanir Sahu had sub-
mitted the application
form for making ration
card. The issued card was
handed over by Risali
Mayor Shashi Sinha to
Sanir Sahu. Ration cards
were also given to other
beneficiaries in the camp.
On this occasion MIC
members Sonia Devangan,
Parameshwar, Vilas Rao
Borkar, Councilor Jamuna
Thakur, Dr Seema Sahu,

Anil Deshmukh were pres-
ent.

In the camp, Speaker
Keshav Banchhor in-
formed about the problem
of drinking water being
faced in BSP Market area.
On which the commission-
er gave instructions to pre-
pare a proposal to install
water ATM in the market
area. With the installation
of water ATM, not only
the traders but also the

people residing in the BSP
residence will be benefited
if the drinking water sys-
tem of BSP is disrupted
for some reason.

In the camp a total of
206 applications were
submitted out of which
116 have been resolved, 90
applications are in the
process of being solved,
while a total of Rs 37155
was deposited as proper-
ty tax.

Team from Karnataka 
visits nation’s first Block

Public Health Unit

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: A team
from Karnataka visited
India's first Block Public
Health Unit established in
Durg district. The team
praised the services being
provided in BPHU as well
as the Hamar Lab

(Pathology Laboratory).
They praised the commit-
ted working of
C h h a t t i s g a r h
G o v e r n m e n t ,
Administration and
National Health Mission
for the expansion of
health services. BMO Dr
Ashish Sharma gave de-
tailed information about
BPHU and Hamar Lab. On
the occasion, Deputy
Director Disease
Surveillance, State
Pathologist and other offi-
cers also oversaw the facil-
ities at BPHU. BPM
Poonam Sahu, BDM
Timon Sahu and other of-
ficers and employees were
present.

Bhilai Steel Plant turns around
life of Bhavesh for the better

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0033:: SAIL-BSP has
been bringing around a mean-
ingful difference in people's
lives in and around Bhilai as well
as in the region surrounding its
mines. Through one of these ini-
tiatives, Bhavesh Kumar Sinha,
a student of Gyanoday
Chhatravas has made his mark
by securing a position in 12th
standard Merit List of Durg dis-
trict. Students benefitting under
'Honhar Yojana' for Model Steel
Villages and Rajhara's 'Tribal
Yojana' are selected for study-
ing in 11th and 12th Class at
BSP's Bhilai Vidaylaya, Sector
02. These students reside in
Gyanoday Hostel under the
scheme of Corporate Social
Responsibility of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant. These students are
provided residential facilities,

education, books, coaching,
sports equipment, uniform and
daily need items free of cost.
Bhavesh Kumar Sinha, a student
of Biology was selected from
Model steel village 'Anda' under
'Honhar Yojana' of CSR. He has
secured 92.4% marks, securing
8th position in merit list of Durg
district. Bhilai collective con-
gratulates Bhavesh for his
achievement and wishes him
the best for his future.

Due date to bid for FSNL
privatisation extended

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: The fi-
nance ministry has ex-
tended the due dates for fil-
ing the bids (Expression of
Interest) for the privatisa-
tion of Ferro Scrap Nigam
Limited, a Government of
India Mini Ratna II
Company under Ministry
of Steel. Earlier the last
date of submitting bids
was June 06 which has
now been extended till
June 17.

It needs to be mentioned
here that EOI for disinvest-
ment of FSNL was issued
by DIPAM on March 31,
2022. Initially the last date
of filing EOI was May 05,
which was later extended
till June 06. Now the last
date has been extended
further.

It needs to be mentioned
here that such rules have
been laid that the institu-
tion of the state or central
government cannot partic-

ipate in this process. All
the responsibility of sell-
ing by DIPAM has been
given to a private organi-
zation named M/s BDO.

All the labour organiza-
tions and employees are
continuously protesting in
each unit of FSNL against
the government's move to
privatise this profit mak-
ing PSU. The employees'
unions and Officers
Association had submitted
a memorandum to the

Steel Minister as well as
Minister of State for Steel
demanding immediate
cancellation of disinvest-
ment and privatisation
process of FSNL and
merger of the company
with public sector under-
takings like SAIL. On the
contrary, DIPAM has
again extended the date of
submission of EOI till
June 17.

All the employees were
expecting the cancellation

of the tender process, but
this decision of the gov-
ernment has once again
disappointed them. In
order to further intensify
the anti-privatization cam-
paign of FSNL, the FSNL
trade union has called
upon all the unions to
unite and launch a joint
movement.

The labour unions of
FSNL suspected that the
date of tender has been ex-
tended for only 11 days to
benefit a particular com-
pany. Such activity on the
part of DIPAM creates sus-
picion and puts a big ques-
tion mark on the entire
process.

It needs to be mentioned
here that irregularities
were found in the disin-
vestment process of gov-
ernment companies like
Central Electronics
Limited, Pawan Hans
Limited, due to which
their sale process has been
stopped on Court's order.

BMC Mayor-in-council for removal of
country liquor shop on Nandani Road

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: The meet-
ing of the Mayor in Council
held under the chair of the
Mayor Neeraj Pal discussed
several important propos-
als and took necessary deci-
sions. Present at the meet-
ing were Commissioner
Prakash Surve and
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi. Taking an
important decision in the
meeting, the council has de-
cided to remove the coun-
try liquor shop operating
on Nandani Road and shift
it to some other place.

After fixing the rent of
the liquor shop, it will be
shifted to another place.
Considering other cases,
discussion on the construc-
tion work of badminton
court in ward number 51
Sector 4; approval of the
work of providing highly
skilled, skilled and semi-
skilled driver and helper
for the vehicle branch;
arrange for door to door
garbage collection in ward
number 30, 31, 32, 33, 34 of

zone number 4; approval of
Swachhata Shringar
Yojana for maintenance
and operation of communi-
ty toilets; approval of site
change for pavement con-
struction work from JP
Square to Sector 5 Square;
approval of change of site
for paver block work in
ward 63 Old Ward 57 Sector
6 on both sides of Road 38
and 39; approval of site
change for installation of
paver block on both sides of
road 40, acceptance of con-
tractual appointment of
Tulsi Vrinda Devangan,
Rajendra Kumar Soni and
Laxman Prasad Upadhyay;

discussion on additional
posts for Executive
Engineer and Chief
Sanitary Inspector in
Municipal Corporation
Bhilai.

In the discussion, the
members of the MiC
unanimously passed the
proposal on the issue of
consent of the need for ac-
ceptance of placement
computer operators and
the benefit of two ad-
vance increments as a re-
sult of passing the LSGD
examination by class II of-
ficers. Council members
Siju Anthony, Sandeep
Nirankari, Laxmipati

Raju, Saket Chandrakar,
Keshav Choubey,
Chandrashekhar Gawai,
Neha Sahu, Mannan
Ghaffar Khan, Malti
Thakur, Lalchand Verma,
Meera Banjare and Rita
Singh Gera, among offi-
cers Superintending
Engineers BK Devangan,
Zone Commissioner NR
Ratnesh, Health Officer
Dharmendra Mishra,
Executive Engineer
Sanjay Sharma, Vishnu
Chandrakar from Vehicle
Branch, Secretary Jeevan
Verma and Sharad
Dubey among others
were present.

Three workers suffer burns in mishap at BSP
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: Three
workers including a regu-
lar employee and two con-
tract workers suffered
burns in a mishap which
occurred at Bhilai Steel
Plant on the intervening
night of Friday. Molten
metal drops splashed on
to them following a blast
in the Steel Melting Shop
#2.

All the three are out of
danger and are undergo-
ing treatment at JLN
Hospital & Research
Centre, Sector 9.
According to information,
the incident occurred
around 02:30 hrs at
Convertor #3 of Steel
Melting Shop #2. A sud-
den blast occurred while
pouring the molten metal.

The workmen rushed to
the safe spots as the hot
metal drops splashed on
to them due to the blast.
58-year-old regular em-
ployee Maan Singh
Thakur fell on the floor
and suffered burns on his
palms. Contract labours
Bhushan Lal and Giri
Kumar suffered burns on
different parts of the body.

All the victims were
rushed to the Main
Medical Post and later

they were shifted to the
Burn Unit of JLN
Hospital. According to an
official statement, Maan
Singh has suffered about
20% burns on palms and
other parts of the body.

35-year-old contract
worker Giri Kumar suf-
fered about 15% burns
and has been discharged
from the hospital while 39-
year-old contract worker
Bhushan Lal has suffered
about 25% burns.

Bhavesh Kumar Sinha

Nidaan 40: 53 people get faults in Aadhar card rectified Young girls jump off ROB, one dead
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: Two girls
allegedly attempted sui-
cide by jumping off the
Maroda Railway Over
Bridge on Thursday. One
of them succumbed to her
injuries while the second
one is recuperating at the
hospital. Newai Police
lodged a case and investi-
gations are on.

According to informa-
tion, the deceased was
Priyanka Bandhe (18) a
resident of Village
Dumardeeh (Utai). Her
16-year-old cousin sister
is admitted to the hospital
with fatal injuries. They
left home on Thursday
morning to go to the mar-
ket.

They reportedly spent a
few hours in Maitri
Garden and boarded a
bus to return to their vil-

lage. However, they alight-
ed the bus in the middle of
Maroda Railway Over
Bridge. They walked for a
short distance and sud-
denly jumped off the
bridge.

Locals rushed to the
spot and the girls were
shifted to the hospital.

Within a few hours,
Priyanka succumbed to
her injuries at the District
Hospital. Her cousin has
suffered multiple frac-
tures and internal in-
juries. She is being treated
at District Hospital. Police
have lodged a case and in-
vestigations are on.

OPD facility to commence at CCM from June 13

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 03: Healthcare
facilities are going to ex-
pand at Chandulal
Chandrakar Memorial
Medical College and
Hospital, Kachandur with
commencement of OPD fa-
cilities from June 13.
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure chaired a
meeting of the doctors and
staff here on Friday and
discussed various issues to
ensure that the citizens can
avail maximum health
services in CCM
Kachandur.

He directed the doctors
and concerned officers to
open OPD with basic facili-
ties. He asked the doctors
positioned at OPD, vaccina-
tion and family planning
section to pay special atten-
tion so that a better and

safer environment could be
created for the future.

Many specialists will be
available along with stress
management clinics in this
hospital. Presently due to
irregular lifestyles, people
are suffering from diseases
like diabetes and hyperten-
sion. Hence, a stress man-
agement clinic will be
started in CCM. Apart
from this, General
Physician, Gynecology,
Orthopedic, Nose Ear

Throat, Infant and
Ophthalmologist will be
available in the OPD. Apart
from this, surgery facilities
related to cataract, family
planning and other dis-
eases will also be made
available in the hospital.

Nutrition Rehabilitation
Center will also be opened
in CCM Kachandur with
basic health facilities to
deal with the situation of
m a l n u t r i t i o n .
Malnourished children up

to 5 years of age will be ad-
mitted here and they will be
provided with a special diet
and treatment for 14 days.

They will be discharged
after the expected increase
in nutrition. Dr PK Patra,
Dr Atul Manohar Rao
Deshkar, Dr Naveen
Gupta, Dr Kiran, Dr
Kalindri Kumar, Dr
Vinamrata, Dr Pritam
Rajput, Aaksha Tiwari,
Rakesh Kumar, Jyotsna
Bharti were present.

Patients to get facilities of stress management clinic for lifestyle diseases also

Karm and Pali Shiromani awards
given in Bar and Rod Mill



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SATURDAY, JUNE 04,  2022

COVER ATOP PATHWAYS

The pathways at the Airport’s parking and garden area is being covered with rooftop
so as to provide relief to air-passengers who had to walk down all the way to parking
area for pick-up during summer and rainy season.Raipur, Jun 03: Chief

Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has written to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
requesting him to direct
the Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development Authority
(PFRDA) to return the
amount of Rs 17,240 cr– de-
posited with NSDL under
the New Pension
Scheme–to the
Government of
Chhattisgarh. The move
aims to ensure implemen-
tation of the decision

taken by the state govern-
ment to restore the old pen-
sion scheme to support the
retirement security of gov-
ernment employees.

“There is no such specif-
ic provision in the agree-
ment made by the state
government with NPS
Trust and NSDL, which
stops the state government
from restoring the Old
Pension Scheme. In the
federal structure, it is the
sovereign decision of the
state government. It will
be inappropriate to stop
implementation of a deci-
sion which was announced
in the state budget and
later approved in the cabi-
net aiming to secure the fu-
ture of employees and
their families”, said Mr.
Baghel.

He added that according
to the data available with
the state government, a

total of Rs 11,850 crore (em-
ployer and employee con-
tribution) has been trans-
ferred to NSDL from
November 1, 2004 to March
31, 2022. According to the
information received from
NSDL, at present the mar-
ket value of this deposit is
about Rs.17,240 crore. The
State Government had al-
ready requested PFRDA to
return this deposit amount
to the State Government
through a letter dated 20
May 2022. PFRDA, through
a letter dated 26 May 2022
replied that there is no
such provision in the
Pension Fund Regulatory
and Development
Authority Act, 2013, read
with the PFRDA (Exits and
Withdrawal under
National Pension Scheme)
Regulation, 2015 and other
relevant rules in which
this deposited amount can

be returned to the state
government.

Baghel stated in the let-
ter that it was announced
in the state budget 2022-23
speech to restore the old
pension scheme in place of
the new pension scheme
for all state government
employees appointed on or
after November 1, 2004.
The same has been ap-
proved in the cabinet meet-
ing dated May 1, 2022 and
necessary notification for
implementation of this de-
cision has been issued in
Chhattisgarh Gazette
(Extraordinary) on  May
11, 2022.

The officials and em-
ployees of the state govern-
ment play an important
role in the implementation
of welfare schemes of the
government. The state gov-
ernment has decided to re-
store the old pension
scheme on the long pend-
ing demand of officers and
employees of the state gov-
ernment. With effect from
April 1, 2022, the monthly
deduction and contribu-
tion from the salary of
state government employ-
ees to the NSDL as a part of
New Pension Scheme  has
been abolished. However, a

minimum of 12 per cent
salary will be deducted as
per the General Provident
Fund Rules, he said.

He added that it has also
been decided by the State
Government that the total
amount deposited by the
employees and the state
government with NSDL
till March 31, 2022, should
be returned back to the
state government. The
total amount deposited as
contribution of the state
government employees
should be transferred to
their respective General
Provident Fund accounts
and the total amount of
contribution of the State
Government should be
kept in a separate pension
fund under the Public
Account. Amount can be
withdrawn from this fund
if necessary for payment
of pensionary obligations
in future. Simultaneously,
for further promotion of
this fund, the deposited
amount will be safely in-
vested in the securities of
the Government of India,
State Governments and an
amount equal to 4 per cent
of the pension payment of
the previous year will be
invested.

CM urges PM to return the amount
Rs 17,240 cr deposited with NSDL 

To State Government
for restoring OPS

Writes letter to PM
Narendra Modi 

Requests to direct
the Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development
Authority to return
Rs 17,240 cr deposit-
ed with NSDL under
the New Pension
Scheme to
Chhattisgarh
Government

Bilaspur, Jun 03: Public
Health and Family Welfare
Minister TS Singhdeo today
instructed to conduct probe
into procurement of mecha-
nised laundry machine at
Rs 54 lakh in CIMS Bilaspur.
Adressing a meeting held at
Bilaspur District Office to
review departmental works
in Mungeli and Janjgir-
Champa he took serious
note of the complaint of ir-
regularities in CIMS and in-
structed the Dean Dr Kamal
Kishor Sahare to take neces-

sary steps to improve
arrangements in CIMS.

He instructed to ensure
working with better coordi-
nation between doctors and
other staff. He instructed to
expedite COVID testing and

COVID vaccination. The
meeting was attended by op-
position leader Dharamlal
Koushik, MLA Shailesh
Pandey, Narayan Chandel,
Indu Banjare and senior of-
ficers of the health depart-

ment.
Dr Sahare said that 710

beds were available in CIMS
at present. According to
him, the present space is in-
sufficient for the necessary
infrastructure for recogni-
tion of 200 seats in MBBS
course. On this, the
Minister Singhdeo directed
to prepare a proposal for a
900-bed hospital and send it
to the government.

The Minister Singhdeo
instructed to form a techni-
cal team for the purchase of

materials. He said that pur-
chase should be made only
from the agency prescribed
by the government. He also
instructed to ensure avail-
ability of medicines in all
hospitals. He directed the
Chief Medical and Health
Officers to conduct surveys
for sub-health centers ac-
cording to the population.
Instructions were given to
hand over all such sub-
health centers which have
been completed to the
health department.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0033::  Chhattisgarh
State Election Commission
today imparted training to sub
district (local) election offi-
cers and master trainers from
all the districts of the state
through video conferencing
for successful conduct of
three-tier panchayat by elec-
tions 2022.

Addressing the officers
present, State Election
Commissioner Thakur Ram
Singh instructed to conduct

the election work seriously
and with caution. By-elections
are being conducted on a total
of 755 vacant posts of three-
tier panchayat in 28 districts
of the state which included 07
posts of Janpad Panchayat
members, 118 of sarpanch
and 630 of panch.

Process of filing nomination
began on Friday. Intensive
training was given regarding
receipt of nomination papers,
scrutiny, allotment of logos,
etc. The officers present in the
training were given detailed
guidance by the State Election
Commissioner and their prob-
lems were resolved.
According to Thakur Ram
Singh this election is small but

the responsibility is big and
that it is necessary to com-
plete all the procedures care-
fully. He instructed to ensure
cent percent utilisation of
ONO software. He also
instructed to comply with
COVID protocol and said that
polling teams should be pro-
vided masks and other facili-
ties for COVID prevention.

The state election commis-
sioner said that the code of
conduct should be strictly fol-
lowed during the bye-election
so that free, fair and free elec-
tions can be conducted. The
Secretary of the Commission,
Rimijius Ekka, who was pres-
ent in the meeting also gave
necessary guidance.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 03:
Revenue cases are
beiong sorted out in the
district through camps
organised at the village
level since May 17 on the

instructions of Collector
Sourabh Kumar. Village
wise revenue camps are
being organised in all
tehsils of the districts
for issuance of ration
cards and redressal of
revenue cases pertain-

ing to mutation, account
division, demarcation,
diversion, issuance and
updation of new farmer
book, issuance of tempo-
rary caste certificate,
permission of delayed
birth certificate etc.

Camp organised at village level for
redressal of revenue cases

Raipur, Jun 03 (PTI):
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday lashed out at the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment over the targeted
killings in Jammu and
Kashmir and asked why
the BJP and RSS were
silent over these incidents.

He also said that al-
though the BJP leaders
earlier claimed that abro-
gation of Article 370 would
normalise the situation in
Jammu and Kashmir, the
situation was far from it.

Baghel was talking to re-
porters at the helipad in
Police Lines here before
heading to Bastar region
as part of his constituen-
cy-wise public interaction
drive ‘Bhent Mulaqat’.

Over a question on the
recent target killings in

Kashmir, Baghel said,
“They (BJP leaders) were
claiming that after revok-
ing the special status to
Jammu and Kashmir
everything will be nor-
malised there. Then why
did that not happen? They
had time to watch
‘Kashmir Files’ (a movie
based on the exodus of
Kashmiri Pandits in the
1990s), but now why BJP
and RSS are silent when
Hindus are being killed
there?”

“The important thing is
that their strategy on
Kashmir has completely
failed. What they thought
was not right,” he alleged.

Baghel further asked
who was accountable for
the killings of Kashmir
Pandits and Hindus in
Kashmir and what the
government has been
doing to ensure that they
are protected.

On Thursday, Hindu
government employees
took out a rally there seek-
ing to know what steps are
being taken by the govern-
ment to ensure their pro-
tection. The Government
of India and Governor of
J&K should answer them.
When they can’t protect
government employees
then what about the com-
mon people, he said.

Queried about arrival of
Haryana Congress MLAs
here in view of possible
horse trading in Rajya
Sabha election there, he
said, “Everything is al-
right and they are availing
training and holding meet-
ing.”

He also accused the BJP
of indulging in horse trad-
ing and claimed that it
brings leaders from other
parties into its fold
“through force and de-
ceit”.

“It happened in
Madhya Pradesh, south
West Bengal and now in
Gujarat (apparently re-
ferring to the induction of
Hardik Patel into BJP).
That is its working style.
They do not respect the
elected public representa-
tives. Despite not having
a majority, if they are
nominating a candidate,
it shows they want to do
horse trading,” he said.

Amid fears of cross-
voting in June 10 Rajya
Sabha Polls, the main op-
position Congress in
Haryana has shifted its
MLAs to the party-ruled
Chhattisgarh to protect
them from poaching.
Around 27 party MLAs
on Thursday evening
reached here and stayed
in a resort. Congress has
fielded Ajay Maken for
RS election from
Haryana.

They had time to watch ‘Kashmir Files’, but
silent on targeted killings in J&K: CM

p Baghel hits out at BJP

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 03: On the oc-
casion of World Cycle Day,
a cycle rally was organized
at Samasta Health and
Wellness Center by the
Health Department,
Raipur. The cycle rally was
taken out from CMHO of-
fice to Marine Drive under
the leadership of Chief
Medical and Health

Officer Dr Meera Baghel.
The purpose of the cycle

rally was to inspire people
to cycle and also to give the
message of how important
a cycle is for a healthy life.
World Cycle Day is cele-
brated on 5th June. In
order to make people un-
derstand the benefits of
cycling the Health
Department, Raipur or-
ganised cycle rally at all

the health and wellness
centers of the district, said
Dr Meera Baghel.

She said that World
Bicycle Day was first cele-
brated by the United
Nations General
Assembly in New York on
June 3, 2018. The opening
ceremony was attended by
a large number of people
including UN officials,
diplomats, athletes, advo-

cates of the cycling com-
munity. Several ways to
serve the cycling people
were also shared on the oc-
casion, she added.

According to Dr Baghel
cycling is an easy, cheap,
reliable means of trans-
port and helps to protect
the environment. Cycling
needs to be promoted, she
said, adding that cycling is
a complete exercise.

Cycling necessary to stay fit: Dr Meera Baghel

Sub-district (local) election officers
and master trainers receive training

For the three-tier
panchayat bye elec-
tion 2022

Complete election
process with vigi-
lance and alertness:
State Election
Commissioner

CIMS procures laundry machine at Rs 54 lakh
RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0033:: After the out-
break of jaundice in Jagriti Nagar
and Trimurtinagar areas of the
capital, the Health Department
has issued an alert in view of the
danger in other areas. As per the
information, dirty water was sup-
plied in the past in Jagriti Nagar,
due to which five patients got
infected with jaundice. Similarly,
in Trimurtinagar area also two
people have been infected with
jaundice.

So far, a total of seven people
were suffering from jaundice
infection in Raipur. At the same
time, symptoms of jaundice were

also seen in many other people. 
Regarding the disease, the

nodal officer of the State
Hepatitis (Jaundice) Control
Program, Dr. Dharmendra Gahvai
said that if the digestive system
starts to deteriorate along with
feeling tired in the body, then
there is a need to be alert.
Yellowing of the eyes and skin

occurs only when the amount of
bilirubin (yellow substance) in
the body increases. The bilirubin
goes to the liver, but due to
excess quantity, it is neither
digested nor removed from the
body in the right amount. Due to
damage to the cells of the liver,
infection also occurs in other
parts of the liver. The breakdown
of red blood cells (RBCs) also
increases bilirubin levels.
Yellowing of eyes and nails in the
body, yellowing of urine, fever,
vomiting, abdominal pain and
dizziness are the main symptoms
of jaundice.

Alert issued in Raipur after seven patients got jaundice infection

Raipur, Jun 02: Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain
has said that keeping in
view the upcoming mon-
soon season, all necessary
preparations should be
made well in advance to
deal with excessive rains
and floods. Action plan
should be prepared for dis-
aster management in the
districts.

He said that in such areas
where there is a possibility
of flood every year, food
grains, drinking water and
other relief materials
should be stored. People
should be given informa-
tion about weather fore-
casts to avoid disasters like
floods, heavy rains. Chief
Secretary  Jain was ad-
dressing the meeting of
High Level Flood Control
Committee at Mantralaya
Mahanadi Bhawan here on
Thursday through video

conferencing. Chief
Secretary  Jain said that all
necessary preparations
should be made for the op-
eration of relief camps in
the likely flood affected
areas. These areas should
be continuously monitored.
If needed, complete plans
for camps  should be pre-
pared to take people to safe
places and stay. Whatever
flood protection equipment
is available in the districts
should be repaired. The
flood control room at the
district level remained op-
erational for 24 hours. In in-
accessible areas where it is
not possible to reach in case
of flood, store sufficient

quantity of food items, salt,
kerosene, life saving medi-
cines etc. in advance. The
Chief Secretary said that
keeping in view the possi-
bilities of infectious dis-
eases in the event of floods,
medical teams should be
constituted and necessary
life saving medicines
should be arranged.
Bamboo and bat should be
arranged for the repair of
flood damaged houses.
Similarly, the assessment of
crop damage should be
done jointly by the officers
of Revenue, Agriculture
and Horticulture
Department. The Chief
Secretary said that the flood

situation in urban areas is
often due to blockage of
drains. They should be
cleaned before the rain
through urban bodies.
After identifying dilapidat-
ed buildings, arrangements
should be made to resettle
the residing persons else-
where. The repair of
bridges and culverts should
be done so that road traffic
is not obstructed.
Arrangements should be
made for barriers etc. at ac-
cident prone places during
floods.

In the meeting,
Additional Chief Secretary,
Panchayat and Rural
Development Department
Mrs. Renu Pillay, Principal
Secretary Health
Department Mrs. Maninder
Kaur Dwivedi, Secretary
Public Works and Public
Relations Mr. Siddharth
Komal Pardeshi, Secretary

of Energy Department Mr.
Ankit Anand, Secretary of
Urban Administration
Department Mrs. Alarmel
Mangai D., Secretary, Water
Resources Department,
Anbalagan P., Secretary,
Revenue and Disaster
Management, N.N.Ekka,
Secretary, Food
Department, Mr.
Topeshwar Verma,
Secretary of Forest
Department Mr. Prem
Kumar, Secretary of Home
Department Mr. Dhananjay
Devangan, Secretary of
Public Health Engineering
Department Mr. CR.
Prasanna, along with offi-
cials from Agriculture,
Animal Husbandry, Home
Guard, NDRF,
Doordarshan, All India
Radio, Indian Red Cross
Society, Meteorological
Center and BSNL were
present.

Prepare an action plan for disaster management: CS
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CM offers prayers to Sheetla Mata in Gitpahar
Prayed for the happiness and prosperity of people of state

Raipur, June 3: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday reached village
Gitpahar under Charama
tehsil of Bhanupratappur
assembly constituency.
The villagers accorded
him a traditional welcome
by offering him a turban to
wear. Mr. Baghel prayed
for the happiness, well-

being and prosperity of the people of the state by of-
fering prayers to Sheetla Mata. Along with worship-
ping Angarmoti Mata he also worshipped Dokra Dev
and Pahariya Dokra Dev praying for good rains.
Besides, Chief Minister planted a sapling of Neem
tree in the temple premises. Women and Child
Development Minister Mrs. Anila Bhediya and
Deputy Speaker of Chhattisgarh legislative assembly
and Bhanupratappur MLA Manoj Singh Mandavi
were also present on the occasion.

CM visits Durgukondal Community Health Center
Durgukondal: Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel on
Friday reached Durgukondal village during his visit
to Kanker assembly constituency. He inspected the 30
bedded Durgukondal Community Health Center. He
checked the facilities available in the health centre by
visiting the dental ward, radiography room, newborn
care centre, laboratory, registration room, medicine
distribution centre, delivery ward, vaccination room,
T.B. clinic and isolation room. He also spoke to the pa-
tients and inquired about their health.

It is worth mentioning that Durgukondal CHC was
started in the year 2017. A total of 35 staff have been
appointed here including 07 doctors, 12 staff nurses,
03 lab technicians, radiographer, ward boys and sani-
tation workers. They rendered their services to the
patients even during Covid-19 period. A separate
ward and covid care center for Covid-19 patients was
set up equipped with 29 oxygen concentrators and 08
oxygen cylinders for treatment of corona patients.

CM Baghel had lunch at woman farmer’s house
Enjoys ‘Karmatta-Koliyari Bhaji’ and

‘Jimmikand sabzi’
Raipur, Jun 03: Chief Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel
on Friday reached
Durgukondal village
during his visit to
Kanker assembly con-
stituency. His convoy
stopped at the house of a
woman farmer Mrs.
Savita Uikey where he
shared lunch with the
family sitting on the
ground.

Savita Uikey served ‘Karmatta-Koliari Bhaji’,
‘Chech Bhaji’, ‘Rakhiya Badi’, potato vegetable,
‘Jimmikand Sabzi’, ‘Urad-Moong Dal’, Rice, ‘Roti’,
‘Jirra Phool Chutney’, Mango Chutney and Madia
Page to Chief Minister. After this, the Chief Minister
also enjoyed Kheer, Chhind, Jamun and Desi Mango.

Mr. Baghel also interacted with the family mem-
bers. He asked the children whether they go to school.
“Yes! We both go to school. One study in class 1 and
other in class 4 in Swami Atmanand English Medium
School started by you”, the children replied proudly.
Mayank is grade one and Rihan is in fourth grade.
Expressing his happiness, Mr. Baghel gave chocolates
and other prizes to both the children.

Expressing her gratitude to Chief Minister, the
children’s mother said “it is because of the opening of
Government-run English Medium Schools that chil-
dren hailing from farmer’s families like ours are now
able to study in English medium schools.”

Earthworms have become true
‘Mitaan’ of women in Gitpahar

Raipur, June 03: Earthworms play an important
role in making the soil fertile, and hence, they are
called friends to farmers. But who had known that
these creepy crawlers can become the ‘mitaan’ of
women and create an additional source of income
for them. It sounds strange but it is true. Women in
Gitpahar Gram Panchayat have befriended these
tiny creatures to explore a whole new dimension of
financial empowerment.

Resident of Gitpahar, Urvashi Jain had started
practicing vermiculture at the local Gauthan
around one and a half years ago, under Suraaji
Gaon Yojana of Chief Minister Mr Bhupesh
Baghel. And till date, Urvashi and her self-help
group Saraswati Mahila Swa-Sahayta Samooh has
sold nearly 7 quintals of earthworms worth Rs one
lakh 37 thousand. Today, they have sufficient quan-
tity of earthworms to meet the demand of farmers
and other gauthans. Besides, they have also earned
a profit of Rs one lakh 39 thousand by selling
vermi compost.

Sangeeta Patel of village Jepra also has similar
success story to tell. She too has sold 5 quintals of
earthworms worth Rs 90 thousand in a span of one
and a half years. She has also earned a profit of Rs
2 lakh by selling 40 quintals of vermi compost so
far. Both Urvashi and Sangeeta were provided
earthworms by Agriculture Department. Both the
beneficiaries created a favourable environment for
vermiculture and in this way the quantity of
earthworms multiplied. And today, not only the
private traders but the Agriculture Department it-
self procures earthworms from Urvashi and
Sangeeta.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0033::  Rajiv Gandhi
Gramin Bhoomiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana, launched
by the Chhattisgarh government
to provide direct financial aid to
the poor landless families is lend-
ing a helping hand to about 3 lakh
55 thousand families. Along with
rural landless agricultural laborer
families, shepherds, carpenters,
blacksmiths, cobblers, barbers,
washermen and priests, forest

produce collectors, families asso-
ciated with the ‘pauni-pasari’ sys-
tem and other sections are also
getting benefit from the scheme.
Under the scheme, the benefici-
ary families are being given a
financial assistance of Rs 7 thou-
sand per year by the state govern-
ment. This new innovative
scheme named after former
Prime Minister Bharat Ratna Late
Shri Rajiv Gandhi, was launched

by MP Mr. Rahul Gandhi in Raipur
on February 3, 2022. In the finan-
cial year 2022-23, an amount of Rs
71 crore 8 lakh 4 thousand has
been released under this scheme
on May 21.

Chhattisgarh has become the
first state in the country to come
up with such a unique scheme for
landless agro laborer families.
The move comes after people
belonging to economically weak-

er sections sought direct help
from the government amid the
Covid-19 pandemic period when
their employment was badly
affected. Chhattisgarh govern-
ment started this scheme with an
objective of providing direct help
to landless agro laborer families.
Nearly 3 lakh 55 thousand 354
such beneficiary families have
been registered under the
scheme. 

Raipur, Jun 03: If dairy
farmers collectively do
their work by forming as-
sociations and collect milk
with the help of the associ-
ation, then the
Government can arrange
the purchase of dairy
through collection centers.
The Charama, Jun 03:
Chief Minister said so to a
farmer from Charama, Mr.
Bhushan Sahu, during the
Bhent Mulaqat pro-
gramme held in Gitpahar
in Bhanupratappur
Vidhansabha. Bhushan
told the Chief Minister
that he is involved in the
business of dairy farming.

Milk purchase centers in
the state and purchase of
milk at Government ap-
proved prices would have
made things easier for us.
The Chief Minister an-
swered that if the associa-
tions start this initiative,
then the Government can
consider opening collec-
tion centers after examin-
ing the case so that the
milk can be sold easily
through these centers. The
Chief Minister, on this oc-
casion, told the farmers of
Gitpahar that it is always
beneficial to work through
associations because
many schemes of the
Government have been de-
signed to encourage these
associations. The Chief
Minister performed the
Bhoomipujan and inaugu-
ration of 83 Devgudis
worth Rs. 5 Crore 19 Lakh.
He also worshipped
Shitala Mata and prayed
for the happiness and pros-
perity of the state.

Received gains in farm-
ing and started taking dou-
ble the quantity of crops –

Mr. Mahesh Nishad said
that debt of Rs. 49 thou-
sand was remitted, and he
received the installments
under the Rajiv Gandhi
Kisaan Nyay Scheme.
Farming is providing me
with significant gains. I
have started taking double
the quantity of crops. A
beneficiary in Gitpahar,
Girdhari Lal, told the
Chief Minister that he
was unable to do farming
because of the absence of
Patta. However, after I re-
ceived the forest rights
Patta, I started farming.
Now I’m conducting farm-
ing on 2 Acres of land. Due
to the Rajiv Gandhi Kissan
Nyay Scheme, I’m getting
a reasonable price for the
crops. There is happiness
and prosperity in my life
because of you, Mr. Chief
Minister. Santosh
Devendra said that he is
farming on 14 Acres of
land. My debt of Rs. 1.5
Lakh has been remitted. I
have received Rs. 26
Thousand as the first in-
stallment of the Rajiv

Gandhi Kissan Nyay
Scheme. Sir, farming has
again brought happiness
into my life.

Instructions to help dis-
abled Bharti – Like always,
the sensitive and thought-
ful side of the Chief
Minister’s personality was
revealed in Gitpahar.
Bharti, who has both her
hands disabled, told the
Chief Minister that she
faces many difficulties be-
cause of her disability.
The Chief Minister imme-
diately gave instructions
to the Collector to solve the
problems faced by handi-
capped people on priority.
He asked to monitor
whether disabled people
are reaping the benefits of
the Government schemes
or not.

Chief Minister made an
important announcement
in Gitpahar - The Chief
Minister announced the
construction of a mini sta-
dium in Gitpahar. He an-
nounced the construction
of a Community Home for
the tribal society in
Charama.

He also announced the
opening of a District Co-
operative Central Bank
branch and instructed the
Collector to mark a place
for it. The Chief Minister
announced the opening of
Sub Health Centers in
Basanwahi and Bargari.
He also assented to the
proposals for all Devgudis
and Ghotuls in the
B h a n u p r a t a p p u r
Vidhansabha.

Dairy producers should form
their own associations: CM

Govt will consider
setting up collec-
tion centers and
purchasing the
products

CM told the dairy
farmers during the
Bhent Mulaqat
Program

Raipur, Jun 03:
Chhattisgarh State Open
School (CG SOS) on Friday
declared result of the High
School and Higher
Secondary Certificate
Main and Opportunity
Examinations 2022. 53.7
per cent students passed
in the high school exami-
nation while 64.3 per cent
in the higher secondary
examination. Students can
check their exam result on
http://www.sos.cg.nic.in
a n d
http://www.result.cg.nic.i
n.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel and School
Education Minister Dr.
Premsai Singh Tekam
have congratulated all the
successful candidates and
wished them a bright fu-
ture. They have asked the
students who failed in the
examination not to get dis-
heartened stating that fail-
ure is the stepping stone to
success. They should work
hard to achieve success in
the examination.

A total of 42 thousand
156 students were regis-
tered in the High School
Certificate Main and
O p p o r t u n i t y
Examination, out of
which 36 thousand 411
candidates appeared in the
examination. The results
of 15 candidates have been

withheld due to various
reasons. The results of 36
thousand 396 candidates
were released today. 19
thousand 318 candidates
passed in the examination
and the passing percent-
age was 53.7 per cent.

Similarly, a total of 73
thousand 41 students were
registered in the Higher
Secondary Certificate
Main and Opportunity
Examination, out of
which 67 thousand 895
candidates appeared in
the examination. The re-
sults of 30 candidates have
been withheld due to vari-
ous reasons. As many as
13 thousand 706 students
appeared in the examina-
tion under the RTD
scheme, whose result will
be declared next year. The
results of the remaining
54 thousand 163 candi-
dates have been released.
34 thousand 683 candi-
dates passed in the exami-
nation and the passing
percentage was 64.3 per
cent.

Chhattisgarh State
Open School Secretary in-
formed that the students
who failed in these exami-
nations can appear in the
examination by submit-
ting the application form
for the upcoming exami-
nation at their study 
centre.

53.7%  students
pass in high

school, 64.3%
pass in HSc

Ch’garh Open School Exam result declared

Raipur, Jun 03: Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangthan,
Raipur, CG, Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Sports,
Government of India, or-
ganized Cycle Rally in
Raipur under the Amrit
Mahotsav of Azadi on the
occasion of World Cycle
Day.

The event was celebrat-
ed across the country, in
all the state capital and 75
iconic places of India,
wherein, more than 9.68
lakh kms were covered.
Raipur rally was green
flagged by the Chairman,
Nagar Palik Nigam,
Pramod Dubey, wherein
more than 152 NYKS vol-
unteers, NSS volunteers
and other cycle enthusiast
were participated in the
Raipur.

The rally was culminat-
ed at Telibanda Talab
(Marine Drive) via the
Make in India intersec-
tion, was started at the
Collectorate premises. LS
MP, Sunil Soni was the
chief guest of the pro-
gram. He apprised youth

that in today’s era, exer-
cise and physical activi-
ties are vital for healthy
body and mind. He moti-
vated youth to adopt
sports and yoga in their
day-to-day life.

Shrikant Pandey,

State Director, Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangathan
CG told that World Cycle
Day was celebrated in
all the NYK districts of
the Chhattisgarh where-
in it was celebrated in
grand manner in

Raipur, Bhilai and Durg.
Arpit Tiwari, District
Youth Officer informed
that the objective of this
rally is to motivate citi-
zens to adopt cycle as a
means of recreation and
a mode of transport. He
further apprised that the
theme of this year’s
World Bicycle Day is “
“Celebrating The
Affordable Route To
Sustainability”.

Hemendra Singh,
Deputy Director, Nehru
Yuva Kendra Sangathan,
CG, Ramsuchit Mishra,
APS, State Office, NYKS,
Raipur and NYKS volun-
teers were present in the
rally. In addition, Kripa
Shankar Yadav,
Additional Director, Press
Information Bureau,
Pravesh Joshi, District
Sports Officer, Sunita
Chansoria and Ratri
Lahiri, Program Officer,
National Service Scheme
(NSS), and their volun-
teers were integral of this
program, making it a
huge success.

NYK observe World Bicycle Day 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0033::  All India Bank
Officers’ Confederation
(AIBOC) , the apex trade
union representing the
Supervisory Cadre in the
Banking Industry expresses
deep concern and shock at the
brutal murder of Sh. Vijay
Kumar, Branch Manager of
Ellaqahi Dehati Bank branch in
District Kulgam of Kashmir.
The Confederation conveys its
heartfelt condolences to the
family of the deceased.

AIBOC expresses deep con-
cern and is greatly worried for
the security, safety and well-
being of hundreds of Bank
employees belonging to the
targeted communities and
posted in the far flung areas/
branches in the Kashmir
Valley outside Srinagar City.
The organisation has been
flagging the issue to Bank
Managements at various lev-
els for the last one year since
the killing of Sh. Bindroo, a
businessman dealing in medi-
cine retail trade, in 2021, but
unfortunately the concerned
managements have not paid
any heed to our requests till
date. With a sudden and sharp
escalation in such targeted
killings over the last one
week, our fears and concern
for the safety and security of
Bank Employees have grown
manifold.

We once again remind the
Management of all concerned
Banks that it is their primary
responsibility  to make
arrangements for the security
of their employees working
anywhere in the Kashmir
Valley. The onus of ensuring

the safety of the bank employ-
ees working anywhere in the
Kashmir valley squarely rests
with the management of vari-
ous banks. The concerned
managements, without wast-
ing even a day further, need to
act swiftly sans further delay. 

AIBOC raised the demand
from the concerned  manage-
ments:  1. Transfer all bank
employees posted in various
branches/ offices of respec-
tive banks in Kashmir valley to
branches/ offices located in
uptown Srinagar city. 2.
Provide for adequate security
in all such branches/ offices.
3. Provide for secured pooled
accommodation for all such
employees in uptown Srinagar
city. 4. Provide for secured
transport facility for daily
movement of such employees
between their pooled accom-
modation and place of work.
5. In case the State
Government is unable to pro-
vide the required police per-
sonnel for security as
detailed above, arrangement
for private security should be
made forthwith.  

AIBOC reiterates that it is
the time for adopting swift,
efficient and effective securi-
ty measures without further
delay.  All security measures
need to be put in place
peremptorily. We urge upon
Bank Management and the
appropriate administrative
authorities to ensure the
security and safety of Bank
officers and employees,
informs Y Gopal Krishna,
state secretary AIBOC in a
press release.

Raipur, Jun 03: School
Education Secretary Dr. S.
Bharathidasan has in-
structed to pay special at-
tention to the attendance
of teachers and students
in the new academic ses-
sion. He has asked to en-
sure implementation of
various schemes run in
the department in the new

academic session. The offi-
cers of the School
Education Department
have been directed to con-
duct surprise inspection
and monitoring of educa-
tional institutions from
June 16 to July 15, 2022 and
submit the inspection re-
port within the stipulated
time frame. In this regard,
the State level officers
have been entrusted with
the responsibility of moni-
toring and monitoring the
educational institutions of
the district by the School
Education Department. It
has been directed by the
School Education
Department that all the in-

specting officers will test
the 100% attendance of
teachers, staff and stu-
dents during the surprise
inspection from June 15 to
July 15 (continuously for
one month).

Disciplinary action will
be taken against the teach-
ers found absent as per
rules. During the inspec-
tion review will be done of
various departmental
schemes like Swami
Atmanand Excellent
English and Hindi
Medium School, free text-
book distribution, free
uniform distribution, free
cycle distribution (2020-
21), mid-day meal, admis-

sion under RTE, scholar-
ship, Mahtari Dular
Yojana, suitable school
building, status of toilets
and operation of kinder-
garten centers.

All the officers of the de-
partment will also inspect
the status of free textbook
distribution, free uniform
distribution, free cycle dis-
tribution, operation of
mid-day meal, admission
under RTE, scholarship
distribution, Mahtari
Dular scheme, operation
of kindergarten centers,
school premises under
Mati Pujan Maha
Abhiyan, production of
vegetables, model toilets,

linkage of schools for sup-
ply of food items by
Gauthans and mid-day
meals by women self-help
groups. All the Divisional
Joint Directors,
Subordinate Deputy
Directors, Assistant
Directors of the School
Education Department
have been directed to con-
duct surprise inspections
of at least 10-10 schools
(Higher Secondary, High
School, Middle and
Primary) in the districts
under their jurisdiction.
All District Education
Officers and Subordinate
Assistant Directors,
District Project

Coordinator of Samagra
Shiksha, Principal Diet
will conduct surprise in-
spection of minimum 10-
10 schools. Similarly, all
Block Education Officers,
Block Resource
Coordinators, Assistant
Block Education Officers
will also conduct surprise
inspections of at least 10-
10 schools (middle and pri-
mary schools) under their
jurisdiction. All the princi-
pals, cluster coordinators
of Higher Secondary
School will conduct sur-
prise inspection of at least
5-5 middle and primary
schools in their respective
complexes.

Special emphasis on presence of teachers and students: Dr. Bharathidasan
In new academic
session

Every district in-
charge officer will
inspect 10-10
schools

AIBOC condemns brutal
killing of a bank officer

RGGBKMNY lends a helping hand to the landless labor families



Central Chronicle News

PPaannddaarriiyyaa,,  JJuunn  0033:: Jogi
Congress submitted a memo-
randum to Additional Collector
Deepti Gupta regarding distur-
bances in PDS rice distribution,
in the region. District President
of Ajit Jogi Yuva Morcha,
Ashwani Yadu said that the ad-
ditional 5 kg of rice being given
by the government is not being
given to the beneficiaries and
in the absence of information,
instead of 5 kg per person, 5 kg
per card is given. In many ra-
tion shops, 900 grams of sugar
are given, instead of 1 Kg, cit-
ing ants eating sugar. 

State President of Ajit Jogi
Student's Wing, Ravi
Chandravanshi said that the
rate of sugar is Rs.17 per kg,
but in many centers Rs 20 per
kg is being taken. Black mar-
keting of kerosene oil is tak-

ing place in many centres,
which is mandatory to be
checked, he said. In the mem-
orandum, members of Jogi
Congress have asked
Collector Ramesh Sharma to
form an investigation team
and take strict action.
Warning further, the mem-
bers said that in case the sys-
tem does not improve within a
month a team will be formed
by the Jogi Congress for agita-
tion. Tilak Sahu, Deepak
Banjare, Firoz Khan and other
activists were present.

Government building in ruins
Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, Jun 03: Where
on one hand government
offices are being operated
in rented houses due to
lack of space, on the other
hand state owned building
are in ruins owing to low
maintenance and non-allo-
cation.

According to informa-
tion, the government
building built at a cost of
crores of rupees on Rohra
Road is turning into ruins
due to non-allocation and
maintenance. The build-
ing was that of CSEB
which was built for the
residence of the employ-
ees and officers of Rohra
sub-station but the unfor-
tunate thing was that not a
single officer and employ-
ee resided in this newly
constructed house worth

crores.
Due to the indifferent at-

titude of the departmental
officers, the windows and
doors of the houses of
CSEB have been uprooted
by unknown people, and is
slowly tuning to ruins.
Due to political and ad-

ministrative neglect, this
building has become a den
of anti social groups and
here it needs a mention
that after the formation of
the district, due to lack of
government land and lack
of government buildings,
many officers and employ-

ees continue to move from
other districts, but lack of
good residential quarters

compel them to travel long
distances or live in rented
accommodations.

Free BP-Sugar NCD Checkup Camp organized
Central Chronicle News

Korba, Jun 03: To create
awareness against non
communicable diseases
in people above 30 years
of age, an NCD camp was
organized in the district,
in which 855 new pa-
tients of high and low
blood pressure have been
identified.

Similarly, 841 new pa-
tients with sugar have
been confirmed and free
medicines were also dis-
tributed to the patients
who were confirmed
with BP sugar in the in-
vestigation diagnosis.
During the camp, a total
of 27 thousand 924 people
in urban and rural areas
were tested for blood
pressure in a single day.

Similarly, a total of 27
thousand 717 people were
tested for sugar. In the
first NCD camp organ-
ized on 30th March, the
identified BP-Sugar pa-
tients were also given
necessary medicines and
necessary health advice.

It is noteworthy that
under the guidance of

Collector Ranu Sahu, the
district administration
has organized a major
health camp in the dis-
trict for the purpose of
providing better health
facilities to the resi-
dents of the district
and identifying the pa-
tients suffering from
serious diseases.

CMHO Dr.B.B.Bode
informed that 5846 peo-
ple were tested in NCD
camp in Korba, 4575 in
Kartala, 4196 in Pali,
4237 in Pondi Uporda,
4689 in urban area and
4381 in Katghora block.
During this, a total of
16526 women and 11398
men were examined.

After investigation,
223 new BP patients
were confirmed in the
most urban area in the
test report. Similarly, 95
new BP patients have
been confirmed in de-
velopment block
Kartala, 149 in Korba,
124 in Pali, 83 in
Katghora and 181 in de-
velopment block
Pondiuporda.

Similarly, in NCD

camp, 5846 people were
tested in Korba, 4575 in
Kartala, 4381 in
Katghora, 4196 in Pali,
4237 

Illegal business of flammable
substances going on openly

Central Chronicle News

Mandir Hasoud, Jun 03:
National Highway 53 pass-
es which passes through
Mandir Hasaud connects
several states and due to
the proximity of Mandir
Hasaud to Naya Raipur and
Raipur many small and big
industries are established
in the area and this region
is in news for some wrong
reasons. Here illegal busi-
ness of diesel petrol is
being done by some anti-so-
cial elements at a distance
from the police station
premises and HP Gas Plant
temple, Hasaud Gujara
Umaria.

The Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation
Indian Oil depot located in

the area from where the
delivery of diesel, petrol
and kerosene is given to
every nook and corner of
the state is the centre point
of illegal petrochemical
black marketing.
Allegedly some employees
are black-marketing petrol
kerosene and diesel to
transporters and drivers,

often hoarding it before
selling.

At the same time, it is
also being feared that the
illegally collected diesel
petrol is likely to be sup-
plied to the company's
manufacturing spurious
oil, sanitizers and paints
in the state. Where large-
scale gangs are involved in

the illegal business of in-
flammable substances, in
which the mafia of Orissa
Bhilai and other states are
involved, there is a possi-
bility of a major incident
in the area due to illegal
trade of flammable mate-
rial in the open, which will
affect the densely populat-
ed adjacent area.

Two petrol pumps, HP
Gas Plant, Indian Oil
Corporation and FCI
Godown are located in
Mandir Hasaud, with vehi-
cles lining to get petro
products can also add up
to the seriousness' of the
prolem.Public have opined
to curb the illegal business
at the earliest so that any
susceptible fire accident
can be averted before time.
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Stubble burning elevates
pollution and fog

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, Jun 03:
Visibility of fog with dust
particulate is being report-
ed in the region, which is
an active indicator of stub-
ble burning by the farming
community post harvest-
ing. As per reports, in
Rajim region after harvest-
ing, farmers burn the stub-
ble lying in the fields;
which in return causes air
pollution and also weakens
the fertility of the farm.

In view of this, the dis-
trict administration has re-
peatedly asked the farmers
not to burn the stubble and
have also appealed to do-
nate the dry hay to the
Guthans, but the framers
are showing lack of inter-

est in the same.
According to the officials

of the Agriculture
Department, the farmers
have a misconception that
after burning the stubble,
the residue (ash) will fertil-
ize the field but on the con-

trary by burning stubble,
the fertility potential of the
land and beneficial insects
are also destroyed. At the
same time, it causes air pol-
lution, which is thick and
immersed with particulate
matter.

A special team of
Agriculture Department
has also been formed for its
monitoring, and whoever is
found doing so will be
fined. According to experts
in the field, due to burning
of stubble, the fertility ca-
pacity of the land is contin-
uously decreasing, due to
which up to 80 percent ni-
trogen, sulfur and 20 per-
cent other nutrients are de-
ficient in the land. Soil nu-
trients like 5.5 kg of nitro-
gen, 2 kg of phosphorus
and 1.2 kg of sulfur are de-
stroyed by burning one ton
of paddy straw and the
paddy straw is the richest
form of fodder for the cud
chewing animals, predomi-
nantly found in villages
and rural areas.

State govt sitting with eyes 
and ears closed: Kaushik

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 03: The
Leader of Opposition in
VS Dharamlal Kaushik
met the local guest teach-
ers and MNREGA workers
sitting on indefinite dhar-
na for last two months
after reaching Madi and
supported their move-
ment.

Around 2100 local guest
teachers of Bastar divi-
sion have been sitting on
indefinite dharna for last
two months in support of
their 9 point demands.
Along with them the MN-
REGA workers of the dis-
trict are also agitating con-
tinuously to fulfill the de-

mand of regularization.
The Leader of

Opposition Kaushik at the
protest site said that the
state government is sitting

with eyes and ears closed
and is least bothered about
the teachers and workers
who are agitating for long.
Supporting the movement,

he assured to put pressure
on the state government
and bring the matter in
the next assembly session.

The Leader of
Opposition Kaushik along
with former MP Dinesh
Kashyap, BJP State General
Secretary Kirandev, former
Minister Lata Usedi,
District President Rupsinh
Madavi, Dr. Subhau
Kashyap, Baiduram
Kashyap, Srinivas Rao
Maddi, Lachhuram
Kashyap, Yogendra Pande,
Ramashya Singh,
Vedprakash Pande,
Rajneesh Panigrahi,
Narasimha Rao, Manoj
Patel etc. were also 
present.

Leader of Oppn supported the agitating guest teachers and MNREGA workers

Saksham handed over 200 cows
along with 6 cow smugglers 

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 03: The
workers of Saksham
(Sanaatan Kshetriya
Manch) caught 6 cow
smugglers including 200
cows and handed them
over to Bhanpuri police
station in Deora Bazar po-
lice station of the district.
'Saksham', while giving an
application in Bhanpuri
police station, demanded
registration of FIR and de-
manded strict action.

Saksham District
Commissioner Avinash
Singh Gautam said that,
no information is avail-
able with the cow smug-

glers regarding purchase
and sale license, medical
certificate of any cow lin-
eage, inter-state transport
certificate, market inspec-
tion. Most of the cows
have calves. The smug-
glers took the cows from
Umerkot in Odisha and
got them transported on
foot for 80 km in 29 hours,
which is illegal.

During this, Saksham
District President
Avinash Singh Gautam,
District General Secretary
Kushal Chalisgaonkar,
District Minister Nishant
Gupta, District Training
Head Sanjay Chanda,
Tikesh, Kamlesh, Ritesh,
Jageshwar, Mayur,
Dinesh and Sagar were
present.

p To Bhanpuri police
station

BMC Koliyari organise 
public awareness

Anwari, Jun 03: On occasion of World Anti-Tobacco
Day, the members of Bharat Mata Vahini (BMV) group
Koliyari organised public  awareness programme as
done every year. Under this people  were apprised about
the harmful effects due to use of Tobacco and through a
public awareness rally promoted the  same.

8 bookies-Khaiwal arrested for betting

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, Jun 03:
Kotwali police and
Bodhghat police have ar-
rested 8 bookie-Khaiwals
who are speculating under
the pressure of higher offi-
cials, the police have recov-
ered an amount of more
than Rs 33000 along with
thousands of speculative
slips from them. Case
under section 4 (A) has
been filed under the
Gambling Act. It is to be
known that yesterday the
police captain had reshuf-
fled the policemen from one
place to another through
his letter.

CSP Hemsagar Sidar
said that after receiving in-
formation about betting in
different areas of the city,
Kotwali TI Aiman Sahu
and Bodhghat TI Lalji
Sinha conducted a cam-
paign and caught  8 'khai-
wals' red-handed from dif-
ferent areas of the city.

Among them the accused
nabbed under police station

Kowatali include Ravidra
Sethia R/o Geedam Road
with cash of Rs.3290 /. Rs
3500 / was recovered  from
Kamaljit Kashyap R/o
Nayamunda; Rs 3410 / -
from Vicky Thakur R/o
Gandhinagar ward and ac-
cused under police station
Bodhghat ; Gaurav Tiwari
R/oresident Rajiv Gandhi
ward from whom Rs. 5150 /
was recovered; Prakash
Pani R/o Nayamuda witih
Rs. 5150 /; Mahendra Das
R/o Nayamuda Rs. 3300 /;
Dinesh Rao R/o
Ravidranath Tagore ward
with Rs. 5450 / and Rs.5500/
from Sanjay Gandhi Ward,
R/o Yuvraj Das, Rs.33020/
has been recovered from 8
bookies and confiscated. By

catching so many bookies
in a single day, the intention
of the policemen serving in
the police station has come
into controversy because it
clearly shows that the po-
lice already knew the black
history of betting of these
bookies.

Seeing this sudden ac-
tion, it seems that everyone
is trying to prove himself
as a better policeman in
the eyes of the captain so
that he cannot be removed
from his places. All the ac-
cused have been arrested
after registering the of-
fense of Section 4-A
Gambling Act against all
the accused in police sta-
tion Kotwali and
Bodhghat.

p Cash worth 
Rs 33000 recovered 

Jogi Cong submits memo
to improve PDS system 

PROTEST 

Congress activists shout slogans during a protest over summoning of Congress
President Sonia Gandhi and party leader Rahul Gandhi in connection with an alleged
money laundering case by ED, outside Governor’s residence in Kolkata on Friday. 

CONDOLENCES

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann offers his condolences to Balkaur Singh, 
father of the slain Punjabi singer Sidhu Moosewala, at Musa village in Mansa district,
here on Friday 

Issue of women commuters’
safety taken ‘very seriously’

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

A day after a woman al-
leged that she was sexual-
ly harassed by a man at a
Delhi Metro station, the
DMRC on Friday said that
it takes the issue of safety
of its women commuters
“very seriously” and that
all possible cooperation is
being extended to the law
and order agencies so that
necessary action can be
taken.

The woman took to
Twitter to narrate her or-
deal following which the
Delhi Police had asked her
to provide her contact de-
tails so that they could
reach her.

The woman has alleged
that she was sexually ha-
rassed by a man at Jor
Bagh Station on the Yellow

Line on Thursday after-
noon.

The woman claimed
that when she got off at
the station, a man ap-
proached her on the pre-
text of confirming an ad-
dress.

The man flashed his
genitals while trying to
show me a file containing
an address, the woman al-
leged in a tweet.

The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation issued a state-
ment, saying, “Delhi
Metro takes the issue of
the safety of our women
commuters very seriously.
All possible cooperation is
being extended to the law
and order agencies so that
necessary action can be
taken”.

The woman had also al-
leged that when she had

asked the authorities to do
something, they instead
blamed her for creating a
scene.

“I asked them to do
something about it but in-
stead they started blaming
me and said dat I shouldve
created a scene & tht
theres nothing they can do
now since he managed to
leave (sic),” the woman
said in her tweets.

The woman said she is
scared to step out of her
house and “the incident
has completely shaken up
my belief that metros are
safe.”

She said it’s important
that this reaches the right
authorities, including the
DMRC and the Delhi
Police, so that they know
“how bad their safety
measures are”.

Distribution of awards, grand flower show
mark Karunanidhi’s birth anniversary in TN
Chennai, Jun 03 (PTI): 

Distribution of awards in-
stituted in the name of
Dravidian icon and former
chief minister M
Karunanidhi by Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin, and a breathtaking
flower show here marked
the former’s 98th birth an-
niversary celebrations.

The Chief Minister led
the state in paying floral
tributes to his father and
late chief minister at his 16-
feet high bronze statue in-
stalled on the campus of the
multi-super specialty gov-
ernment hospital at
Omandurar Government
Estate here.

State ministers, legisla-
tors and parliamentarians
joined Stalin in paying floral
tributes to a portrait kept at
the statue. Flower petals
were showered on the huge
statue of Karunanidhi with
the help of a drone. The
Chief Minister visited the
Marina beach front where
the memorials of
Karunanidhi and former
chief minister C N

Annadurai are situated and
paid his respects.

Stalin presented the
‘Kalaignar Kalaithurai
Vithagar’ award, carrying a
cash reward of Rs 10 lakh
and a citation to renowned
screen writer Aaroor Das
and the ‘Kalaignar
Ezhuthukol’ award to senior
journalist I
Shanmuganathan.

The Kalaignar
Ezhuthukol award, institut-
ed by the Information and
Public Relations
Department to honour jour-
nalists for their contribu-
tion to social development
and upliftment of the mar-

ginalised sections, carries a
cash prize of Rs 5 lakh and a
citation. On the day, a spec-
tacular flower show was or-
ganised for the first time by
the horticulture department
in connection with the birth
anniversary celebrations of
Karunanidhi. The three-day
flower show was inaugurat-
ed by Chepauk-
Thiruvallikeni MLA and the
Chief Minister’s son,
Udhayanidhi Stalin. The ex-
otic flowers brought from
Krishnagiri, Dharmapuri,
Ooty and Kodaikanal have
been meticulously arranged
to attract the onlookers’
eyes.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SATURDAY,  JUNE 04,  2022

BRIEF

Arrest  
i New Delhi: The CBI

has arrested seven
persons, including the
assistant general
manager of public
sector undertaking
Mishra Dhatu Nigam
Ltd (MIDHANI), for
allegedly diverting
valuable material to
scrap dealers in
Hyderabad, officials
said on Friday.
Besides MIDHANI
AGM S Narasing Rao,
the central agency has
arrested two person-
nel of the Telangana
State Special
Protection Force,
Constable Saripalli
Prem Kumar and
Assistant
Commandant
Ravinder Reddy. It
also nabbed scrap
dealers Mohammed
Nayeem Nayyar and
Mohammed Waseem
Nayyar and MID-
HANI casual employ-
ees Bathkola Murali
and Nasa Deekshith.

Two killed
i Guna: Two boys were

killed and one in-
jured, when a tractor-
trolley carrying sand
overturned and
trapped them in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Guna district on
Friday, police said.
The accident took
place between Amrod
and Simrod villages
in the afternoon,
when three children
were sitting on the
sand-laden tractor-
trolley as it over-
turned and trapped
them under it, an offi-
cial said. State
Panchayat Minister
Mahendra Singh
Sisodia, who was trav-
elling on that road,
stopped at the scene
and rushed the chil-
dren to a hospital by
engaging an ambu-
lance, he said.

Harassment 
i New Delhi: A woman

has alleged that she
was sexually harassed
by a man at a station
on Delhi Metro’s yel-
low line, officials said
on Friday. The woman
also alleged that the
policeman standing
on the platform did
not take any action
after she approached
him for help. The
woman took to
Twitter to narrate her
ordeal following
which the Delhi Police
asked her to provide
her contact details so
that they can reach
her. The DMRC also
issued a statement on
Friday, saying it takes
the issue of safety of
its women commuters
“very seriously” and
that all possible coop-
eration is being ex-
tended to the law and
order agencies so that
necessary action can
be taken.

Munde remembered 
i New Delhi: Tributes

poured in for former
Union minister
Gopinath Munde on
his eighth death an-
niversary on Friday
with BJP leaders re-
calling his contribu-
tion to ending the un-
derworld rule in
Mumbai and paving
the way for Sardar
Sarovar project on
Narmada. Senior BJP
leader and Indian
Council for Cultural
Relations (ICCR) pres-
ident Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe re-
membered Munde, a
former Maharashtra
deputy chief minister,
for his role in ending
the influence of the
underworld in
Mumbai, which was
then known for gang
wars. Munde was the
deputy chief minister
of Maharashtra from
1995-99 and also held
the Home portfolio.

Kochi, Jun 03 (PTI):

A little over a year after
it retained power in Kerala
with a massive victory, the
CPI(M)-led LDF suffered a
huge setback in a bypoll
held to Thrikkakara
Assembly constituency
with Congress candidate
Uma Thomas on Friday
winning with a historic
margin of 25,016 votes, giv-
ing a boost to the morale of
the party-led UDF in the
southern state.

With the highest ever
majority attained in the
history of Thrikkakara
seat in the fiercely fought
electoral battle, Uma, wife
of late Congress leader
and MLA P T Thomas, be-
came the lone woman leg-
islator of the Congress
party in the state
Assembly. His untimely

demise necessitated the
bypoll in the urban con-
stituency.

While Uma won a total
of 72,770 votes and man-
aged to maintain a steady
lead in all the 12 rounds of
counting since the begin-
ning, her nearest rival and
Left candidate Jo Joseph, a
reputed cardiologist, could
never come anywhere
near her tally and had to
be satisfied with 47,754
votes. The BJP also suf-
fered a blow in the election
as its candidate A N
Radhakrishnan could gar-
ner only 12,957 votes.

P T Thomas, Uma’s hus-
band and former legisla-
tor, had won the con-
stituency with 59,839 votes
and secured a margin of
14,329 during the 2021
Assembly polls.

The defeat also shat-
tered the LDF’s dream of
concluding the first an-
niversary celebrations of
the second Pinarayi

Vijayan-led government
by smashing a century in
the 140-member Kerala
Assembly in which the
CPI(M)-led alliance has 99
members. It is also seen as
a setback for Chief
Minister Vijayan who is
vigorously pushing the K-
Rail project despite mas-
sive protests by affected
people. A heartbroken
CPI(M), which conducted
an unparalleled grassroot-
level campaign under the
lead of the Chief Minister
to wrest the traditional
Congress bastion, termed
the result as “unexpected”
and admitted its failure
much before the counting
of votes was over and the
Election Commission an-
nounced the results offi-
cially. “Unbelievable and
unexpected”, CPI(M)
Ernakulam district secre-
tary C N Mohanan said re-
acting to the bypoll result.
Rejecting the claim that
the campaign was led by

Chief Minister himself,
Mohanan said it was con-
ducted by the district unit
of the party and Vijayan
joined the campaign con-
sidering the request of the
district unit of the party.

The huge victory, how-
ever, turned out to be a
real lifeline for the opposi-
tion Congress, which des-
perately needed a poll vic-
tory to come out of the
rude shock of its massive
drubbing in the Assembly
polls held last year.

State Congress Chief K
Sudhakaran even urged
Vijayan to quit as Chief
Minister, shouldering the
responsibility of the
party-led front’s failure.
Leader of Opposition in
the State Assembly V D
Satheesan said the people
of Thrikkakara “plucked
the horns of arrogance
and haughtiness” of the
CPI(M) by providing a his-
toric victory for UDF in
the bypoll.

Cong retains Thrikkakara 
constituency with a huge margin
p Blow for Kerala’s

ruling LDF

Ahmedabad, Jun 03 (PTI): 

More than Rs 300 crore in
the MLA local area develop-
ment scheme (MLA LADS)
remains unspent in
Gujarat and will expire on
completion of the five-year
term of the state Assembly,
a report by a polls rights
group said on Friday.

As per the report, of Rs
1,004 crore worth of devel-
opment works recommend-
ed by MLAs, only projects
to the tune of Rs 677.5 crore
had been completed till
March 22.

The Association of
Democratic Reforms (ADR)
and NGO Mahiti Adhikar
Gujarat Pahel (MAGP)
jointly prepared the report

on the performance of
MLAs of the outgoing
Gujarat Assembly.

Under the MLA local
area development fund
scheme (MLA LADS),
every MLA can recom-
mend/suggest developmen-
tal works worth Rs 1.5 crore
in her/his constituency.
The District Planning
Board keeps the accounts
of the MLA LADS fund. In
Gujarat, this scheme has
over Rs 1,365 crore, the re-
port said.

Development works
worth Rs 1,004.15 crore
were recommended by
MLAs in 2017-22, of which
Rs 849.64 crore were re-
leased and Rs 677.5 crore
were spent till March 2022,

which was around 67.47 per
cent, it said.

Only 76 per cent of the
works were completed out
of the total 53,029 projects
that were sanctioned. Of
53,020 sanctioned works,
only 40,428 were completed
till March 2022, the report
stated. The budget allocat-
ed for MLA LAD funds is
for five years. The unspent
amount of Rs 300 crore will
expire once the Assembly
term ends. This amount
could have been effectively
used, the report said. The
term of the present
Assembly will end in
December and it is unlikely
that the unspent funds can
be used in such a short
time, it said. As many as

6,094 projects could not be
started at all despite sanc-
tioning of works, the report
said, recommending that
the planning committee
look into the reason for
this. In tribal districts, of
the total Rs 252 crore funds
available with MLAs, proj-
ects worth Rs 230.37 crore
were sanctioned, and only
Rs 177.40 crore were spent.
Thus, Rs 75 crore remains
unspent from the MLA
LADs funds, the ADR re-
port said.

Out of 14,689 works
planned and sanctioned,
only 11,445 were completed
(77 per cent), which shows
several gaps in the plan-
ning and execution stages,
it said.

Guj MLAs’ funds under-utilised,
over Rs 300 cr unspent: Report

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

Sports Minister
Anurag Thakur on
Friday launched a na-
tionwide ‘Fit India
Freedom Rider Cycle
Rally’ as he peddled a
distance of 7.5 km along
with 750 young cyclists
to mark the World
Bicycle Day here.

“Cycling can play the
biggest role in the Fit
India campaign. On
World Bicycle Day, we
are giving a clear mes-
sage that everyone
should make cycling a
part of their daily life.
Cycling will keep you
healthy and help build a
clean India,” Thakur
said in a release.

Thakur flagged off

the programme from
Major Dhyan Chand
Stadium here in the
presence of Law minis-
ter Kiren Rijiju, Health
and Family Welfare
minister Mansukh
Mandaviya and
Minister of State for
External Affairs
Meenakshi Lekhi.

Cycle rallies at more
than 100 locations
across the country, in-
cluding at 75 iconic
places, were organised
on Friday and Thakur
also joined the 1500-plus
people who participated
in the 7.5 km rally.

The aim of this pro-
gramme is to motivate
people to take up cy-
cling in their daily lives
for physical fitness.

Thakur launches
nationwide programme 

Kolkata, Jun 03 (PTI): 

Both international and
domestic buyers have reject-
ed a series of tea consign-
ments due to the presence of
pesticides and chemicals be-
yond permissible limits,
Indian Tea Exporters
Association (ITEA) chair-
man Anshuman Kanoria
said on Friday.

Filling up the vacuum
created by crisis-hit Sri
Lanka in the global market,
Tea Board is eyeing to ramp
up exports. However, the re-
jection of consignments is
causing a decline in out-
ward shipments.

All teas sold in the coun-
try must conform to the
Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India (FSSAI)
norms. However, most of
the buyers are purchasing

tea that have unusually
high chemical content,
Kanoria told PTI. In 2021,
India exported 195.90 mil-
lion kg tea. The major buy-
ers were Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) na-
tions and Iran. The board is
aiming to achieve 300 mil-
lion kg tea this year.
Kanoria said that many
countries are following
strict entry regulations for
tea. Most of the countries
follow variations of the EU
standards, which are more
stringent than the FSSAI
rules. “Instead of comply-
ing with the law, many are
urging the government to
make the FSSAI norms
more liberal,” he said,
adding that this would send
a wrong signal as the bever-
age is considered to be a
health drink.

High in pesticides, many 
countries send back Indian tea

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

The MCD has listed
steps such as biomining of
legacy waste and setting
up of waste-to-energy
plants being taken to flat-
ten and shut garbage
dumping sites in its sta-
tus report on landfills
which is likely to be sub-
mitted to the Lieutenant
Governor’s Office by the
evening, civic officials
said on Friday.

Around 50 officials
have been entrusted with
the task of reducing the
height of landfill sites
and monthly deadlines
have also been set up,
they said.

Delhi Lieutenant

Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena had on Sunday
visited the Ghazipur land-
fill site and asked officials
of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) to submit a status
report on their plan to
raze these dumping sites.

“We have submitted the
status report to the
Commissioner regarding
our plan of action to flat-
ten and shut these land-
fills. It will be sent to the
LG’s Office by today
(Friday) evening after
Commissioner’s ap-
proval. We will follow
whatever directions come
from the LG’s Office,” an
MCD official said.

The national capital
has three landfill sites —
Ghazipur, Bhalaswa and
Okhla — that have turned
into huge garbage moun-
tains. According to civic

officials, the city cumula-
tively generates around
11,400 metric tons of
garbage out of which
nearly 6,200 metric tons is
dumped at these three
landfills.

The remaining 5,200
metric ton garbage is
processed locally with the
help of compactors and
Waste-To-Energy (WTE)
plants.

The official said that in
the status report it has
been mentioned that the
civic body has deployed
45-50 officials including
Junior Engineers,
Assistant Engineers and
Executive Engineers for
processing of legacy
waste lying at the three
landfill sites.

“We have deployed
trommel machines at the
three landfill sites for bio-
mining of legacy waste.

WTE plants are also being
set up to enhance the ca-
pacity of waste process-
ing. Waste segregation
and processing at the
source is also being en-
couraged. All these ef-
forts have been included
in the status report,” the
official said.

The civic officials said
the deadline to flatten the
Ghazipur landfill is
December 2024 while ef-
forts are on to raze the
Bhalaswa dumping site
by July next year. The
Okhla landfill is likely to
be flattened by December
2023, they said.

“We have also set up
monthly targets for bio-
mining of the legacy
waste and its monitoring.
We have also mentioned
the requirement of funds
in the status report,” the
official said.

Biomining of legacy waste, waste-to-energy plants 
p Among steps MCD

taking to flatten
landfills
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Food response
Colombo: The UN
food agency would be
drafting a food crisis
response plan for Sri
Lanka amidst threats
of a food shortage in
the country due to its
worst economic crisis.
The response of the
Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) of
the United Nations
came after Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe had
warned of a food crisis
in the island nation
due to the ongoing eco-
nomic crisis. He had
explained to both the
FAO and the United
Nations Development
Programme (UNDP)
the threat of a food
shortage and a food se-
curity programme
which is being com-
piled by the local agri-
culture department of-
ficials.

Females killed
Ames (US): A man
shot two females to
death and then appar-
ently killed himself
Thursday night out-
side a church in Ames,
authorities said. The
man killed the two fe-
males outside the
Cornerstone Church,
a megachurch on the
outskirts of Ames,
Story County Sheriff ’s
Office Capt. Nicholas
Lennie told the Des
Moines Register.
Investigators didn’t
know the ages of those
killed, Lennie said.
The shooter appeared
to have then shot him-
self but his death is
still being investigat-
ed, Lennie said. The
church is near
Interstate 35, about 30
miles (48.28 km) north
of Des Moines.

Supply ship 
Moscow: A Russian
cargo spacecraft was
launched Friday to
deliver nearly three
tons of supplies to the
crew of the
International Space
Station. A Soyuz
rocket carrying the
unmanned Progress
MS-20 ship blasted off
as scheduled from the
Russia-leased
Baikonur
Cosmodrome in
Kazakhstan. The
spacecraft reached
preliminary orbit and
deployed its solar ar-
rays and navigational
antennas in route to
the space outpost.

Bratislava (Slovakia), Jun 03: 

External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Friday called on Slovak
Prime Minister Eduard
Heger and discussed with
him the expansion of po-
litical, economic and de-
fence cooperation and ex-
changed views on the
Ukraine conflict and its
larger repercussions.
Jaishankar arrived here
on Thursday on the first
leg of his two-nation tour
to Slovakia and the Czech
Republic to impart further
momentum in ties with
the two central European
countries.

During his meeting with
Prime Minister Heger
here, Jaishankar conveyed
Prime Minister Modi’s
greetings and India’s ap-
preciation for the support
during the Operation
Ganga. Thank PM of
Slovak Republic @eduard-

heger for meeting me this
morning. Conveyed PM
@narendramodi’s greet-
ings and our appreciation
for support during
Operation Ganga.
Discussed the expansion
of our political, economic

and defence cooperation,
Jaishankar said on
Twitter.

Exchanged views on the
Ukraine conflict and its
larger repercussions, he
tweeted. India has brought
back around 18,000

Indians under ‘Operation
Ganga’ which was
launched on February 26,
two days after Russia
launched its military of-
fensive on Ukraine. On
Thursday, Jaishankar met
his Austrian counterpart
Alexander Schallenberg
and the two leaders dis-
cussed bilateral issues, the
situation in Afghanistan
and the Indo-Pacific. His
visit comes at a time when
Europe is grappling with
the implications of the
Russian invasion of
Ukraine. During his stay
in Slovakian capital
Bratislava from June 2 to
4, Jaishankar will also
hold bilateral talks with
Foreign Minister Ivan
Korcok.

Jaishankar will also in-
teract with a cross-section
of the Indian diaspora, in-
cluding Indian students in
Slovakia and the Czech
Republic.

Jaishankar calls on Slovak PM; discusses
Ukraine conflict, defence cooperation Islamabad, Jun 03: 

The Pakistan govern-
ment is mulling to launch a
sedition case against for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan and the chief minis-
ters of Gilgit-Baltistan and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for
allegedly planning an “at-
tack” on the federation dur-
ing a protest here last
month. A meeting of the
special committee of the
Cabinet held under the
chairmanship of Interior
Minister Rana Sana Ullah
Khan on Thursday deliber-
ated on the issue of bring-
ing sedition charges against
Khan and others following
their “Azadi March” that
left a trail of destruction in
the capital Islamabad. The
May 25 march aimed at forc-
ing the government to call
snap polls, but failed to
achieve its objective as
clashes erupted between
protestors and police. The
government has been
mulling options for appro-

priate action against Khan
and others for vandalising
the property of the State.
The committee was briefed
about the PTI’s long march
and its formal plan to attack
the federation, according to
a report by the state-run
Associated Press of
Pakistan (APP).

The cabinet committee
deliberated to file a sedition
case under Section 124A of
the Criminal Procedure
Code against (PTI
Chairman Imran Khan
Niazi and Chief Ministers
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Mehmood Khan, and Gilgit-
Baltistan Khalid
Khursheed,” said the report.
The committee also re-

viewed the evidence regard-
ing the PTI long march par-
ticipants, especially party
chief Imran Khan and the
two chief ministers. The
meeting was later adjourned
till Monday (June 6) for fur-
ther consultations to make
final recommendations to
the cabinet. The interior
minister urged the commit-
tee to recommend to the cab-
inet to register a sedition
case against the cricketer-
turned-politician in light of
the evidence. The minister
said the march was an
armed attack on the federa-
tion besides a mutiny. He
said formal planning was
made to hold the capital
hostage and Khan provoked
his workers through his hate
speeches against the federa-
tion. Sanaullah said that the
marchers were armed and
under a plan, about 2,500
miscreants had already been
brought to Islamabad even
before May 25 and they tried
to capture D-Chowk before
the arrival of Khan.

Pakistan govt mulls initiating sedition
case against Imran Khan, others

London, Jun 03: 

Members of Britain’s
royal family plan to attend a
Friday church service hon-
ouring Queen Elizabeth II’s
70 years on the throne, al-
though the queen herself is
skipping the event at St.
Paul’s Cathedral in London
due to difficulty getting
around at age 96. The serv-
ice of thanksgiving is tak-

ing place on the second of
four days of festivities cele-
brating the queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. On
Thursday, thousands of
royal supporters cheered
wildly as the queen joined
other senior royals on the
balcony of Buckingham
Palace to watch 70 British
military aircraft fly past.

The queen decided not to
attend Friday’s church serv-

ice after experiencing some
discomfort during
Thursday’s events. Prince
Charles will stand in for her.

The congregation at St.
Paul’s is expected to include
members of the royal fami-
ly, senior politicians, diplo-
mats and more than 400 es-
sential workers, charity vol-
unteers and members of the
armed forces who have been
invited in recognition of
their service to the commu-
nity. Archbishop of York
Stephen Cottrell is set to de-
liver a sermon. Cottrell
stepped in after Archbishop
of Canterbury Justin Welby
tested positive for COVID-
19. The service will begin
and end with the tolling of
Great Paul, the largest
church bell in Britain.
Friday’s televised church
service is expected to bring
the first public appearance
by Prince Harry and his
wife, the Duchess of Sussex,
during their visit to Britain
for the jubilee.

Royal family to attend service
without Queen Elizabeth Jerusalem, Jun 03: 

Israeli Prime Minister
Naftali Bennett accused
Iran of deceiving the inter-
national community about
its atomic activities as he
met with the visiting head of
the UN nuclear watchdog on
Friday. Rafael Grossi, the
head of the International
Atomic Energy Agency, paid
a brief visit to Israel, which

has long accused Iran of
pursuing nuclear weapons
and is opposed to any return
to the 2015 nuclear agree-
ment between Tehran and
world powers. Bennett ex-
pressed Israel’s deep con-
cern regarding Iran’s con-
tinued progress toward
achieving nuclear weapons
while deceiving the interna-
tional community by using
false information and lies,

his office said in a state-
ment. He emphasised the ur-
gent need in mobilising the
international community to
take action against Iran,
using all means, in order to
prevent Iran from achieving
nuclear weapons.” Israel is
widely believed to be the
only nuclear-armed state in
the Middle East but has
never publicly acknowl-
edged having such weapons.

Israel was a staunch oppo-
nent of the 2015 nuclear deal
and welcomed the Trump
administration’s unilateral
withdrawal from the agree-
ment, which caused it to col-
lapse. The Biden adminis-
tration has been trying to
renew the accord, which lift-
ed sanctions on Iran in re-
turn for limits to and over-
sight of its nuclear pro-
gramme.

Israel raises Iran concerns with visiting UN nuclear chief

Security concerns leave Afghan
evacuees stuck in Balkan camp

Washington, Jun 03:  

For some Afghans who
were evacuated as their
country fell to the Taliban
last summer, the journey
to the US has stalled, and
perhaps ended, at a sun-
baked cluster of tents and
temporary housing on an

American base in the
Balkans.

While more than 78,000
Afghans have arrived in
the US for resettlement
since August, the future
for those who have been
flagged for additional se-
curity vetting and divert-
ed to Camp Bondsteel, in

the small nation of
Kosovo, remains up in
the air. The US won’t
force the dozens there to
return to Afghanistan,
where they could face
reprisals.

Their frustration is
growing. Some Afghans
at the base, which has
been shrouded in secre-
cy, took the unusual step
this week of staging a
protest, holding up signs
with messages such as
we want justice , accord-
ing to photos sent to The
Associated Press.

I nternational Day of Yoga 2022 is
round the corner and it is certain

that this year, IDY will be celebrated with
more ebullience, grandeur and a wider
participation of people, nations and na-
tionalities across the globe.  The heritage
city or the city of palaces-Mysore, will
witness the Common Yoga Protocol
(CYP) demonstration led by Hon’ble
Prime Minister. A unique feature of this
year IDY is “Guardian Ring” or CYP per-
formance with rising sun across the
globe, starting with Japan and observing
Yoga practices in different countries as
and when the sun rises.  Branding and
positioning India as a land of rich and
meaningful cultural heritage has been
one of the driving forces of past IDY’s
and IDY 2022 is no exception to it. This
day will see the observance of Yoga prac-
tices on 75 iconic places across the na-
tion and will be a showcase to the rest of
the world. I am sure this IDY will involve
much more people from all walks of life
from across the country and the world in
the ambit of Yoga.

The increased global acceptance has
made IDY a mass movement for health
and well-being that exalts India and pi-
lots the world to a new, well-defined and
well-researched practice of health and

wellness.  The journey of manifold
achievements of Yoga and Yoga becom-
ing a soft power began way back in 2014
when on the initiative of Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi, the United
Nation General assembly declared 21st
June as International Day of Yoga. 175
nations endorsed this proposal of India.
This resulted in the observance of the
first International Day of Yoga on 21st
June 2015. India’s cherished cultural her-
itage reached another milestone of uni-
versal acceptance when it was inscribed
on the UNESCO’s representative list of
the intangible cultural heritage of hu-
manity on 1st December 2016. 

Since then, Yoga has become a world-
wide phenomenon, truly acquiring a na-
ture of mass movement. Every passing
year of IDY saw the ever-increasing reach
of Yoga. This can be well substantiated by
the fact that, at present, IDY is being ob-
served in 192 countries, making it the
biggest ever event for global wellbeing.
Also, IDY events are celebrated in over
170 countries through Indian Mission and
Posts abroad. Two Guinness World
Records were made in the first IDY -
Largest number of participating national-
ities (84 Nations), and largest participa-
tion in a single venue and single event

(35,985 people). Over one billion people
performed Surya Namaskar across the
globe on the occasion of Makar Sankranti
on 14 January 2022. Around 15 crore peo-
ple participated in IDY 2021 and this year
this number is sure to get increased.

To give this mass movement a fillip, the
Government of India is not leaving any
stone unturned. Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi declared two awards (one
International and the other National) for
outstanding contributions to the promo-
tion and development of Yoga. Yogasana
has also been declared a competitive
sport. This has further promoted the an-
cient practice and spread awareness
about Yoga benefits. All these efforts have
cumulatively created an atmosphere for
the masses of the country to adopt Yoga
for a healthy lifestyle and thus to become
a healthy nation. To generate the modern
takeaways of this ancient tradition,
Central Council for Research in Yoga and
Naturopathy (CCRYN) has published 113
research publications in pubmed index
journals with an impact factor ranging
from 0.79 to 13.03. 

Looking at research trends, there has
been a clear departure from the trend in
2014, i.e. pre-IDY. Based on average pub-
lications and clinical trials undertaken
before 2014, and after 2015—there is a
near 6 times increase in the number of
Yoga related clinical trials and a near 11
times increase in the average annual
publication in research. These two key
trends which are used to understand the
depth of a discipline academically clear-
ly highlight that increasing medical pro-
fessionals and yoga experts have re-
newed their focus and efforts to the
study of Yoga for enhancing its practice
and adoption.  Morarji Desai National
Institute of Yoga (MDNIY) developed
Common Yoga Protocol, thereby making
easy and standard Yoga practices avail-
able to everyone across the globe. This
Common Yoga Protocol is in fact at the
base of every year’s IDY performance. 

The outreach of Yoga is further galva-
nized with the infusion of technology
with IDY assets. This includes mobile
based applications viz. Namaste Yoga, Y-

Break, WHO m Yoga. The five-minute
Yoga protocol, infused in Y-Break appli-
cation and especially designed for work-
ing professionals to de-stress, refresh
and re-focus at workplaces, is an exam-
ple of technology integration in the
sphere of wellness. The increasing ac-
ceptance of IDY across the globe has re-
sulted in one more advantage to India.
Yoga tourism is on the rise and cities of
India such as Rishikesh, Bengaluru, and
Mysore etc. are now considered as Yoga
hotspots of the world. This has increased
the opportunity of reaping the benefits
of Medical Value Travel manifold. It is
pertinent to mention that as a therapy,
Yoga is highly beneficial in the manage-
ment of chronic pain, psychological dis-
tress, mood disorders, and chronic
health conditions like cancer, diabetes,
and heart diseases. 

The exponential growth of Yoga popu-
larity across the globe can also be
gauged by the fact that India’s first Yoga
University, Lakulish Yoga University, has
witnessed a three-fold increase in the
number of admissions. More than 1000
universities, 30,000 colleges and 24000
CBSE affiliated schools have been sensi-
tized about Common Yoga Protocol.
Around 1.25 lakh Health & Wellness
Centers (HWCA)   are mandated with
providing education regarding holistic
health. National Yoga Olympiad in
schools has been introduced to create a
sense of unity in students. 

Slowly but very steadily, Yoga is
emerging as one the best career options
today. One more promising achieve-
ment of IDY is to involve people from all
walks and spheres of life in the ambit of
Yoga. Past IDYs’ have seen several dif-
ferently able people performing Yoga. A
large number of women are turning to
Yoga to adopt a healthy lifestyle. Yoga is
being performed in the coldest and
highest Himalayan regions, the re-
motest parts of the nation, in the busiest
market and workplaces etc. During the
pandemic, millions of health care work-
ers and Covid-19 patients practiced
Yogasana, Pranayama and meditation
for fast recovery.
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Yes Ukraine and Omicron
adversely impacted GDP

Even after taking number of initia-
tives to counter the negative impact
of Ukraine and Omicron the GDP of
the country had been adversely im-
pacted.and even the fresh challenges
loom over the economic factors for
the FY23 as the economy is still in the
woods The NSO's provisional estimate
show a positive takeaway is that all
the three economic engines- private
consumption and government consul-
tation expenditure and capital expen-
diture had shown the favourable posi-
tive trends.but now seem to be firing
and have managed to exceed their pre
pandemic level of activity But a deep-
er dive into quarterly trends does re-
veal some pain points.as mining and
manufacturing seem to be steadily
losing momentum, growth rates
dwindling. Weak demand due to omi-
cron and global supply chain disrup-
tions due to the Ukraine war appear to
have contributed to this slowdown.
While the COVID dent to demand is
waning fast, sectors such as automo-
biles and consumer goods may con-
tinue to grapple with supply chain is-
sues for which there are no quick
fixes. and moreover the expected
pickup in high contact services such
as trade, transport and communica-
tion didn't materialise in Q4. One
hopes that these sectors have gained
traction from April onwards with the
economy fully unlocked. Agriculture
growth has accelerated which is a
good sign of economy. In the nutshell
it appears as if yet again it is upto
govt expenditure both on the revenue
and capital fronts to keep the eco-
nomic engine reviving until private
demand and investments return in full
force. It has to keep in mind that fresh
challenges loom over India's econom-
ic prospects for FY 23 in the form of a
global slowdown, elevated food and
crude oil prices which are worsening
the trade deficit.and RBI has to take
many steps to control the inflation
and have to watch the movement of
currencyHopefully various steps
taken by government as well as by RBI
will help India ward off the Stagflation
risks that are threatening the entire
world.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

Sidhu’s downfall
The Sikhs are the natives of

Punjab, a land of five rivers, followers
of the great Guru Nanak, who are
known for their valour, hospitality,
wit, and patriotism etc, all throughout
the world. In every crisis of the nation,
they were and are in the forefront to
protect the nation. They are the back-
bone of sports, agriculture and de-
fence. Because of their entrepreneur-
ship they are even respected globally.
But unfortunately, the very Sikhs of
late are cursed by one - Navjot Singh
Sidhu. To begin with, he got elevated
as PCC chief with the blessings of the
mother-son duo and also because of
his reputation as an international-
level cricketer as well a TV commen-
tator and lastly as a TV panellist. He
began his political journey when he
joined the BJP after his retirement
from cricket and suddenly became an
MP on BJP ticket, only to part with the
saffron party and join the INC to be-
come the PCC chief. After becoming
PCC chief, he started showing his true
colour of treason when he visited
Pakistan and hugged the Pakistani
army chief publicly and addressed
Prime Minister Imran Khan as his
elder brother. With open support from
Rahul Gandhi after becoming his blue-
eyed boy, he started disobeying
Captain Amrinder Singh, the then
Chief Minister of Punjab. That result-
ed in fragmentation of Punjab
Congress, which ultimately proved
the nemesis for Punjab Congress as
they were completely routed in the
last assembly polls.  Yes, he is a curse
and stigma for the entire great Sikh
community.

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

SSuubbhhrraakkaanntt  PPaannddaa
@@ssuubbhhrraakkaannttppaannddaa

Met @ianuragthakur, I&B
Minister along with DG
@ficci_india & briefed him
about various activities
relating to the sector. India
has a bustling entertainment
industry, & the Minister laid
out his vision for the sector’s
growth which we will work to

help facilitate.

SShhuurrttii  SShhaarrmmaa  IIAASS
@@SShhuurrttiiSShhaarrmmaaIIAASS

Just as @SonuSood helps the
needy in the country, in the
same way we should also take
it as a mission and help the
needy at our own level with
positive thinking. 

AAmmiisshh  DDeevvggaann@@AAMMIISSHHDDEEVVGGAANN

This scares our kids are drinking
this toxic water Delhi Govt should
act immediately . Lutyens Cabal is
silent on this one but they lec-
tures on Holi & Diwali.

NNaammaann  SShhrriivvaassttaavvaa
@@nnaammaannsshhrriivvaassttaavv

What does life look like if
you don’t clear UPSC? 5
years ago, I missed the
#UPSC final list by 8 marks.
My score in optional was
among the highest in India,
and my interview score of
204 was the second-high-
est. A few years down the

line, I’m in Istanbul.

PPrreessiiddeenntt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@rraasshhttrraappaattiibbhhvvnn

Shri Vinai Kumar Saxena, Lieutenant Governor of Delhi, called on President Ram Nath Kovind at
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

MMaahhaa  SSiiddddiiqquuii@@SSiiddddiiqquuiiMMaahhaa

Imp update on the #India -
#Afghanistan front: An Indian team led
by Joint Secretary (Pak, Afg, Iran) in
MEA will meet the senior members of
the #Taliban in #Kabul. Stated agenda
of visit is India’s humanitarian assis-
tance to the people of #Afghanistan.

S outhwest monsoon has made its dent over Kerala three days
ahead of  its normal onset date of June 1 - only the fourth occa-

sion since 2010 when it occurred before time - bringing a huge relief  for
large  swathes  of  India  which experienced an extreme heatwave in
April and May. In a weather attribution report published recently, scien-
tists said the 2022 heatwave was made 30 times more likely by anthro-
pogenic climate change. The same event would have been,  on  aver-
age,  at  least  1°C  cooler  if preindustrial conditions prevailed. With the
current level of emissions, the likelihood of such a heatwave increases
several times, with its average temperature higher by 0.5-1.5°C, that
too at a conservative estimate. By 2020, the number of  states affected
by heatwaves had risen to 23 from just 9 in 2015 while the average num-
ber   of    annual   heatwave   days   had quadrupled, from 7.4 to 32.2.
Private forecaster Skymet claimed that the national agency, IMD, has
overlooked set norms while announcing the onset of  South-West mon-
soon over Kerala, triggering a controversy, with top officials in the
Government wondering if  the set norms for such a declaration have
been followed. Officials suspect that the IMD had made the declaration
since it had committed itself by saying the monsoon would set in on
May 27. But with the negative Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD)  playing  spoil-
sport,  the  monsoon’sprogress was stalled. The weather agency’sac-
tions are now under scrutiny at the top level in New Delhi as IMD is
being criticised for forecasting early onset of monsoon, embarassing
all. Skymet said IMD's declaration was done in haste setting aside the
criteria “blatantly”. Declaring  monsoon  based  on  single-day observa-
tion amounts to a gross violation of standards, never attempted in the
past. Any repute scientific body can ill-afford to bend rules and criteria,
just to prove the forecast right. Such a step, if  taken knowingly, be-
comes highly objectionable and if otherwise, amounts to an illusion of
knowledge. The IMD, on its part, maintained that the department had
complied with all parameters to predict the onset of monsoon. This
year,  most  of   India  experienced scorching  heatwaves.  With  the  sci-
entific community  now  sure  of  this  situation worsening, the need is
for the Union, state and local governments to implement the heatwave
action plan laid down by the 2016 national guidelines (with revisions in
2017 and 2019). Some of them are pretty simple to implement—setting
up sheds and shelters, water kiosks, deployment of healthcare person-
nel, etc. There has been notable progress since the guidelines came
into effect—the official heatwave fatality count was down to 4 in 2020
(a national lockdown during the summer months surely helped) from
2,040 in 2015. Even with the 2022 count of 90+, it is a huge improve-
ment. Attitudes have also vastly changed, from a state-government-
led“response-centric” approach to a more holistic approach with multi-
stakeholder engagement and defined responsibilities.

Storm over monsoon
announcement

T here had been few attempts at reviewing the Indian criminal jus-
tice system since its codification during British rule. But in 2000,

a rejig was attempted when the Union Government entrusted a commit-
tee led by Justice V.S. Malimath to propose changes to the criminal jus-
tice system so it became more sensitive to a victim’s suffering – or au-
courant with details such as the very low rate of  convictions in rape
cases reaching trial. The Malimath Committee derived its basis from the
1985 United Nations [UN] Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for
Victims of  Crime and Abuse of  Power, and addressed important issues
such as the burden of proof, role of public prosecutors, treatment of wit-
nesses, best practices for investigation, and the justice system’s apathy
towards women.Worldwide, there are two legal models or systems in
place for establishing truth and  criminal  guilt,  or  in  other  words, deliv-
ering justice. Countries that follow the adversarial model came to be
known as Common Law countries. Those that follow the inquisitorial
model do so within what is termed Civil Law, which is non-adversarial
and followed in continental Europe, among other places.The Malimath
Committee on Reforms of   Criminal   Justice   System’s   report suggest-
ed policies for protecting the rights of victims within this adversarial sys-
tem used  in  India  –  derived  from  British common  law  that  is  followed
by  many countries in the world (mostly those ruled as colonies by the
United Kingdom in the past). Here, two advocates represent their cases
before a judge (or jury), who alone determines the truth and passes judg-
ment.This is in contrast to the inquisitorial system, such as in France or
Italy, where a judge investigates the case.The  core  tenet  of  the  inquisi-
torial model is a quest for truth as a priority. The responsibility of arriving
at the truth is that of the judge, and the victim plays a central role in the
model. While it may be hard topick a system on the merit of how it han-
dles victims,  an impartial  analysis  of  the inquisitorial process surely
makes for abetter model. Here’s how: In India, where male violence
against women is rising with an average of  87 rape cases  reported
everyday,  a  model  that asserts a victim’s stance could help a great deal.
“In all the cases of violence against women, especially sexual assault, the
victimis viewed as an accused,” said Umanath, citing the custodial rapes
of Mathura and Padmini in Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu respectively.
“The society perceives that it is the victim who indirectly instigated the
accused to indulge in the commission of crime. Though the law demands
that thepast conduct of a victim be (treated) as irrelevant in the case of a
rape, impeaching the character of the victim has become anorm.” The
Malimath Committee recommended that common law practices be re-
formed by including some aspects of the inquisitorial model. Later, the
Justice J.S. Verma-led Committee on Amendments to Criminal Law,
which reviewed laws for sexual crimes, also asked to make amends. But
the plight of Indian victims remains pitiful. The late Justice V.R. Krishna
Iyer’swork is a testament to his desire to improve our legal system. He,
too, was a great critic of the adversarial system. In an essay for The
Hindu dated May 25, 1999, he wrote,“India is not a soft State, a sick soci-
ety, a pathologically submissive polity. In this darkling national milieu,
the penal law and its merciless enforcement need strong emphasis. Alas
the criminals are on the triumph, the police suffer from “Dependencia
Syndrome” (a form of apathy that befalls us in a system that is inherently
indifferent – to the oppressed)... Less than ten  percent of crimes finally
end  inconviction and societal demoralisation is inevitable.” Many  coun-
tries  have  acted  on  the shortcomings of the adversarial model, and
found a balance by introducing inquisitorial aspects to it. But not in India.
Amendments to our archaic Code of Criminal Procedure, as proposed by
the Malimath Committee, were rejected multiple times. Protests were
organised by the Bar in India, based on which the union government wa-
vered in implementing the report in its entirety. Its reason? Not only did
the report recommend changes in the law relating to procedures in crimi-
nal trials, it didn’t sit well with the Bar that it made substantial recom-
mendations for protecting the  rights  of  the  victims.  In 2008,  the gov-
ernment brought in some piece-meal amendments providing for some
space to victims. While the Malimath Committee’s recommendations
were never fully accepted, it must be given credit for trying to bring the
law to focus on the victim. The circumstances under which the Justice
Verma-led committee was appointed were rather horrifying. 

Violence against women
calls for an inquisitorial

legal system
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SARBANANDA SONOWAL

Participants at a bicycle rally on the occasion of World Bicycle Day, in Agartala, June 3.

International Day of Yoga: Piloting the 
world to a new paradigm of wellness 

KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu@@KKiirreennRRiijjiijjuu

People know only the development
works of @narendramodi Ji and
India's transformation. There's no
magic but only logic. It's interest-
ing to know Modi Ji's inside
#ModiStory #8yearsofseva.

WORLD BICYCLE DAY

Past seven years observance of IDY has established Yoga
as soft power, Now biggest ever event across the
globe.What India achieved…

- Six times increase in the Yoga clinical trials 
- 11 times in increase in research publication
- Fillip to Yoga Tourism and Medical value Travel
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BRIEF

Book release

New Delhi: Union
ministers Nitin
Gadkari and Ashwini
Vaishnaw on
Thursday released the
Compendium Booklet
for Road Over Bridges
for Indian Railways,
consisting of more
than 200 standardised
drawings. Gadkari in
a tweet said these
drawings can now be
adopted by road engi-
neers without sepa-
rate approvals, lead-
ing to hassle-free and
coordinated construc-
tion work between the
two (Ministry of Road
Transport and
Railways Ministry)
ministries.

Freight rates
Mumbai: Freight
rates have come down
in May as trans-
porters passed on the
benefit of the lower
diesel prices due to a
cut in excise duty,
credit rating agency
Crisil said in a report
on Thursday. Cement
and mining applica-
tions saw a flattish tra-
jectory in freight rates
in the previous month
owing to the high base
of April, while for the
auto-carriers, agri-
products, container,
FMCG/FMCD, petro-
leum tankers, textile
and steel, these rates
saw a lower single-
digit drop, it added.

Small traders

New Delhi: Open
Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC)
will provide equal op-
portunities to small
retailers to enjoy the
benefits of digital
world and permit
them to trade on a
common platform,
Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal said on
Friday. On April 29,
the government
launched the pilot
phase of ONDC, a
UPI-type protocol, in
five cities. It was
aimed at democratis-
ing the fast growing e-
commerce sector,
helping small retail-
ers and reducing the
dominance of online
retail giants.

Gold loans
New Delhi: Airtel
Payments Bank  said
it has partnered with
Muthoot Finance to
offer gold loans
through Airtel
Thanks app. There
will be no-processing
charge on the loan
and Muthoot Finance
will provide up to 75
per cent of the
pledged gold value as
a loan, the payments
bank said. “Gold
Loans are secured
loans that can be
availed to cater to a va-
riety of needs, from
personal to profes-
sional. We are delight-
ed to partner with
Muthoot Finance to
offer easy access to
Gold Loans through
Airtel Thanks App,”
Airtel Payments Bank
chief operating officer
Ganesh
Ananthanarayanan
said in a statement.

New Delhi, Jun 03:  

The government has put
in place stricter norms for
appointment of individu-
als from certain countries,
including China, as direc-
tors on the boards of
Indian companies, by
making security clearance
mandatory for such indi-
viduals. In recent weeks,
the corporate affairs min-
istry has made various
amendments to rules in
terms of applicability for
companies and individu-
als from countries that
share land borders with
India. Putting in place a
stricter framework, the
ministry has now mandat-
ed security clearance for
individuals from countries
sharing land borders with
India to be appointed as di-
rectors on the boards of
Indian companies.

Amendments have been
made in rules pertaining
to appointment and quali-
fication of directors under

the Companies Act, 2013.
“... In case the person

seeking appointment is a
national of a country
which shares a land bor-
der with India, necessary
security clearance from
the Ministry of Home
Affairs, Government of
India shall also be at-
tached along with the con-
sent,” the notification,
dated June 1, said. Besides,
for such persons, the appli-
cation number will not be
generated when they
apply for the Director
Identification Number
(DIN) unless the applica-
tion is submitted along
with necessary security
clearance from the home
ministry, as per the notifi-
cation. The latest move
comes after the ministry,
on May 20, made declara-
tion in connection with
FEMA mandatory for enti-
ties from such countries
involved in amalgama-
tions with Indian compa-
nies. In this regard, the

rules governing compro-
mises, arrangements and
amalgamations were
amended.

On May 5, the ministry
amended rules governing
companies with respect to
prior approval being
mandatory for invest-
ments by entities and indi-
viduals from countries
that share a land border
with India. Amendments
were made with respect to
rules for the prospectus
and allotment of securi-
ties.

In April 2020, the
Department for Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) had issued
Press Note 3 regarding for-
eign investments. With the
press note, the govern-
ment had made its prior
approval mandatory for
foreign investments from
countries that share land
border with India to curb
opportunistic takeovers of
domestic firms following
the coronavirus pandemic.

Govt amends norms for
appointment of directors

New Delhi, Jun 03: 

Hyundai Motor India on
Friday said it has com-
menced bookings for the
new version of its compact
SUV Venue which is
scheduled to hit the mar-
ket later this month.
Customers can book the
new model at the compa-
ny’s dealerships by paying
Rs 21,000. It can also be
booked online. “Venue has
had a stellar success in
India ever since its launch
in 2019. Customers from
across the country have
been thrilled by its futuris-
tic design, advanced tech-
nology and powerful per-
formance. With the new
Venue, we will set the bar
even higher,” Hyundai
Motor India Director
(Sales, Marketing &
Service) Tarun Garg said
in a statement. The model
will have many firsts in
segment technologies that
offer an unparalleled expe-
rience, he added. “We are

confident that the new
model will build on the
strong brand legacy and
amplify the Hyundai SUV
Life for unmatched cus-
tomer delight,” Garg said.
The new Venue will offer
customers enhanced con-
nectivity and enable them
to control vehicle func-
tions right from the com-
fort of their homes, the au-
tomaker stated.
Customers can control
multiple functions while
also being able to check ve-
hicle status through
Home-to-Car (H2C) with

Alexa and Google Voice
Assistant, it added. The
features can be controlled
with voice support in
English and Hindi lan-
guages. With H2C, cus-
tomers will be able to con-
trol functions such as re-
mote climate control, re-
mote door lock/ unlock,
remote vehicle status,
among others. The model,
which would be available
in up to five variants with
multiple powertrain op-
tions, also features multi-
ple drive modes and a two
step rear reclining seat.

Hyundai opens 
booking for new ‘Venue’

Forex reserves up
by USD 3.854 bn to

USD 601.363 bn
Mumbai, Jun 03: The
country’s foreign ex-
change reserves in-
creased by USD 3.854 bil-
lion to USD 601.363 billion
in the week ended May 27,
according to RBI data. In
the previous week, the re-
serves rose by USD 4.230
billion to USD 597.509 bil-
lion. During the reporting
week, the rise in forex re-
serves was due to an in-
crease in the Foreign
Currency Assets (FCA)
and the gold reserves, ac-
cording to the Weekly
Statistical Supplement re-
leased by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) on
Friday. FCA increased by
USD 3.61 billion to USD
536.988 billion in the week
ended May 27.

Expressed in dollar
terms, the foreign curren-
cy assets include the ef-
fect of appreciation or de-
preciation of non-US
units like the euro, pound
and yen held in the for-
eign exchange reserves.
Gold reserves increased
by USD 94 million to USD
40.917 billion.

Bengaluru, Jun 03:  

Software icon N R
Narayana Murthy on
Friday said IPOs have
been taken as a “surro-
gate” for new rounds of fi-
nancing by entrepreneurs,
and this approach is not a
good thing. The co-founder
of IT major Infosys was
speaking at the ‘India
Global Innovation
Connect’, a global confer-
ence on startups. “IPOs
have somehow been taken
as a surrogate for the next
round of financing. I think
that’s not a good thing, be-
cause an IPO comes with
tremendous responsibili-
ty,” Murthy said. Speaking
about the discussion he
and another co-founder of
Infosys had before going

for the IT major’s Initial
Public Offering (IPO), he
said, “IPO brings onerous
responsibility...as so many
people with very little

money would put faith in
us and put in their meagre
disposable income, it is im-
portant to give them a suit-
able return.” The event

was organised by Smadja
& Smadja, a Switzerland-
based strategic advisory
firm, in partnership with
Karnataka Digital
Economy Mission
(KDEM), Catamaran
Ventures and Tata Digital.
Murthy is the Founder
and Chairman of
Catamaran Ventures.

Pointing out that in
India we have not done a
good job of estimating the
market size, he said, “We
have traditionally or by
habit rather overestimat-
ed the markets...we have
overestimated the market
size, also we probably
don’t have good market re-
search companies that can
give us an accurate esti-
mate of the market oppor-
tunity.”

Not good for entrepreneurs to see IPOs
as ‘surrogate’ for financing: Murthy

Infosys Founder and Catamaran Ventures Chairman
N.R. Narayana Murthy during a session on Leading A
Startup as part of India Global Innovation Connect, in
Bengaluru, Friday on June 3.

Mumbai, Jun 03: 

Enjoy the season fruits
and vegetables along
with daily grocery essen-
tials during Amazon.in
‘Super Value Days’ till
7th June, 2022.
Customers can avail up
to 50% off on fresh pro-
duce, daily and house-
hold essentials, pack-
aged foods, personal
care, baby products, pet
care essentials and much
more. They can enjoy
grocery deals starting at
Rs 1 and free delivery for
prime members.
Customers can also avail
great prices and fresh of-
fers from popular brands
including Daawat,

Fortune, Tata, Nestle,
Godrej, Cadbury, and
Himalaya among others
at convenient delivery
slots options from a sin-
gle online destination.
Credit card holders can
avail of an instant dis-
count of 10% by using
SBI Bank Credit Card
and Credit EMI with a
minimum transaction of
INR 2,500, and discounts
up to INR 300 till 3rd
June 2022. From 4th to
7th June 2022, customers
can avail of an instant
discount of 10% by using
ICICI Bank Credit Card
and Credit EMI with a
minimum transaction of
Rs 2,500, and discounts
up to Rs 500.

Amazon Fresh 
offer 50% off on seasonal

fruits & vegetables

Exports up 
15.46 pc to USD
37.3 bn in May

New Delhi: India’s merchandise
exports in May rose by 15.46
per cent — the slowest in the
last 15 months — to USD 37.29
billion, while the trade deficit
ballooned to USD 23.33 billion,
the commerce ministry said on
Thursday. The previous low
was February 2021, when the
country’s exports grew by 0.67
per cent. Imports during May
2022 grew by 56.14 per cent to
USD 60.62 billion. The trade
deficit stood at USD 6.53 billion
in the same month last year.
“India’s merchandise export in
April - May 2022-23 was USD
77.08 billion with an increase of
22.26 per cent over USD 63.05
billion in April -May 2021-22,”
it said. Petroleum and crude oil
imports during May 2022
surged by 91.6 per cent to USD
18.14 billion. Coal, coke and
briquettes imports jumped to
USD 5.33 billion, as against
USD 2 billion in May 2021. 

Kolkata, Jun 02: 

Amit Mitra, the princi-
pal chief advisor to the
West Bengal chief minis-
ter and the state finance
department Thursday said
the Centre has not re-
leased Rs 27,000 crore
Integrated Goods and
Services Tax dues to the
states, which if cleared
would have bolstered the
country’s economic
growth.

Mitra, who was the for-
mer finance minister of
the state, asserted that
Bengal’s growth story has
remained intact and its
GST growth in 2021-22 was
23 per cent. “The BJP state
president should know the
facts and calculations
about its computation.
The Centre is depriving
the states of IGST dues of

Rs 27000 crore. The dis-
bursement of the amount
would have boosted the
economy and demand in
the country, which would
have in turn repaired the
supply chain that has col-
lapsed due to wrong
macroeconomic policies of
the Centre,” he said at a
virtual press conference.
IGST is one of the three
components of the Goods
and Services Tax and is

levied whenever there is
an inter-state transfer and
supply of goods and serv-
ices. Mitra said that the
Centre should clear the fi-
nancial dues of Rs 97000
crore to the state.

“Where is federalism?
The Centre must clear the
state’s financial dues,” he
said. Mitra’s comment
came after state BJP presi-
dent Sukanta Majumdar
demanded that the state
government give some re-
lief to the people by reduc-
ing fuel prices as the
Centre has cleared GST
dues worth Rs 6,521 crore
to it.

On Tuesday the union fi-
nance ministry had said
that the Centre has cleared
the entire GST compensa-
tion payable till date by re-
leasing Rs 86,912 crore to
the states.

Centre has not released Rs 27000 crore
IGST dues of states : Amit Mitra New Delhi, Jun 03:  

Luxury car manufactur-
er Audi India on Friday said
it has introduced warranty
coverage for five years with
unlimited mileage for all its
cars sold this year, starting
June 1. The company has
launched the initiative to
mark 15 years in the coun-
try. “To celebrate 15 glorious
years in India, we have an-
nounced a segment first
warranty coverage for five
years with unlimited
mileage for our customers
this year, starting June 1,
2022,” Audi India Head
Balbir Singh Dhillon said in
a statement. This is a mile-
stone initiative and the com-
pany is happy to offer a com-
plete peace of mind pack-
age, he added. Audi India’s
continued confidence in its
vehicles is demonstrated by
the extensive warranty
package provided for cus-

tomers, the automaker said.
The warranty coverage for
five years is valid for unlim-

ited mileage and covers any
repair or replacement of
component failures, it

added. Audi sells various
models like Q2, Q5, Q7, A4
among others.

Audi introduces warranty coverage for 5 years

Chairman and Managing Director Raymond Ltd. Gautam Hari Singhania (L) hands
over the restored iconic vintage Audi 100 to former cricketer Ravi Shastri, in
Mumbai, Friday on June 3.

Ahmedabad, Jun 03: 

Adani Transmission
Ltd. (ATL), India’s largest
private sector transmis-
sion and distribution com-
pany, has signed definitive
agreements with Essar
Power Ltd. (EPL) for ac-
quiring 673 ckt kms opera-
tional inter-state transmis-
sion project owned and op-
erated by Essar Power
Transmission Ltd.
(EPTCL). The Enterprise
value for the transaction is
INR 1,913 crore.

Anil Sardana, MD &
CEO, Adani Transmission

Ltd said, “The acquisition
of Essar’s transmission
asset will consolidate
ATL’s presence in central
India. With this acquisi-
tion, ATL is well on path to
achieve its 20,000 ckt kms
target before time. We con-
tinue to remain at the fore-
front of grid stability and
provide sustainable, reli-
able, and affordable ener-
gy solutions while creat-
ing long term sustainable
value for our stakehold-
ers.”

The target asset is an op-
erational 400 kV inter-
state transmission line
linking Mahan in Madhya
Pradesh to Sipat pooling
substation in
Chhattisgarh with line
length of 673 ckt kms. The
project operates under the
CERC regulated return
framework and was com-

missioned on 22 Sep 2018.
The proposed transaction
will be executed through
transaction steps which
shall be subject to neces-
sary regulatory approvals
and other consents.

The acquisition is in
line with ATL’s value
added growth strategy
through organic as well as
inorganic growth opportu-
nities. With this acquisi-
tion, the cumulative net-
work of ATL will reach
19,468 ckt kms, out of
which 14,952 ckt kms is op-
erational and 4,516 ckt
kms is under various
stages of execution.
Further, with this scale of
operations, ATL will de-
rive synergies in terms of
O&M cost optimization
and shared resources. It
will also fortify its position
of being the largest pri-

vate sector transmission
and distribution company
in the country. The asset
will be operated in line
with ATL’s operational ex-
cellence framework com-
mitted to the highest stan-
dard of Environment,
Social and Governance
(ESG) aspects.

ATL is committed to UN
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y
Development Goals
(SDGs) with focus on SDG
7 (affordable and clean en-
ergy), SDG 11 (sustainable
cities and communities)
and SDG 13 (Climate
Action). ATL has also de-
clared its Energy Compact
Goals as part of COP26,
primarily adhering to
SDG 7. With its strong
focus on green infrastruc-
ture, ATL will continue to
enable the Climate Action
agenda.

ATL to acquire Essar’s Mahan-Sipat transmission project
ATL to acquire operational transmission project owned and operated by EPTCL for an enterprise value of Rs 1,913 cr

New Delhi, Jun 03: 

The government expects
to roll out indigenously de-
veloped 5G technology by
August this year, according
to Minister of State for
Telecommunicat ions
Devusinh Chauhan. He
made the remarks while
speaking at the World
Summit of Information
Society (WSIS) 2022, organ-
ised by UN body ITU in
Geneva on Wednesday.

Chauhan said the gov-
ernment is also launching a
research and development
fund for funding develop-
ment of telecom technology.
“India has developed an in-
digenous 4G stack wherein
4G Core and Radio Access
Networks (are) designed
and tested in India. It helps
the operators to choose any
vendor, reduces the cost and

enables easier expansions.
Indigenous 5G stack is also
expected to be rolled out by
August 2022,” he said in a
statement issued on
Thursday. IT major TCS
and state-owned telecom re-
search firm CDoT are en-
gaged in developing 5G
techology indigenously
which is likely to be de-
ployed on the BSNL net-
work. The minister said
India believes in the princi-
ple of Antyodaya, which
means development of peo-
ple at the bottom of the

pyramid, the marginalised
people, living in far flung
areas and cut off from the
main stream. “For develop-
ment of reliable ICT infra-
structure, six hundred
thousand villages are being
connected through optical
fibre cables.

Through use of satellite
communication services
and submarine cable net-
works, small and remote is-
lands and other inaccessi-
ble areas are being connect-
ed,” Chauhan said.

On the sidelines of the
event, the minister also
held bilateral discussions
with Japan’s Vice Minister
Yuji Sasaki for Policy
Coordination where they
discussed mutual coopera-
tion in several areas, includ-
ing 5G and security of net-
work, an official statement
said.

Indigenous 5G tech expected to 
be rolled out by Aug 2022: Chauhan

ACROSS

1. Appeal

5. Extra

9. Mature

14. Heavy burden

15. Dryer fuzz

16. Copier’s need

17. Excessive pride

19. Skier’s hotel

20. ____-gallon hat

21. Leg joint

22. Got up

23. Marked down in price (2 wds.)

25. Greek god of love

27. Puma, e.g.

28. Get lost! (2 wds.)

33. Endures

36. Essential

39. Informed about

40. Bother

41. Wallop

42. Most strongly built

44. Throb

45. Perceived

46. Wrist’s locale

47. Fabric joint

50. Playground feature

54. Pointy

58. Eiffel Tower locale

60. Master

61. Hot chocolate

62. Financial officer

64. Defendant’s offering

65. Property right

66. Coops

67. Actress Winona ____

68. Tibetan oxen

69. ____ belt

DOWN

1. Socrates’ student

2. Sophia ____

3. Works for

4. Tumult

5. Jupiter, e.g.

6. Connect

7. Aunt’s husband

8. Ranch animal

9. Books of maps

10. Entrance

11. Unfasten

12. Lower limbs

13. Family chart

18. Festive events

24. Cast members

26. Follow orders

29. Take for granted

30. High

31. Mr. Gershwin et al.

32. Kind

33. Defeat

34. Poker word

35. Astonish

36. Vane dir.

37. Certain dashes

38. Narrow bed

40. Assistant

43. Lose hope

44. Push down

46. Chinese, e.g.

48. Fittingly

49. “West Side Story” character

51. Shopping frenzy

52. Sports ring

53. Poorest

54. “The Lion King” villain

55. Sanctified

56. Amino ____

57. Graduates’s garb

59. Smell

63. Raises
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You may have been looking forward to
communicating or spending time with the
people you care about today if possible,
but circumstances beyond your control
throw some unexpected obstacles in your
way. Don’t panic, Aquarius. If you’re
focused and objective, you can find a way
to get around the obstacles and do what
you want to do. If you’re involved in cre-
ative projects, you might seem blocked
today. This should pass by tomorrow.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Although you’ve been feeling especially

strong physically over the past few days,

Pisces, today you might feel a little under the

weather. You could even experience some

giddiness. This is nothing to worry about, but

you should try to take it easy. Don’t exercise

if you don’t feel up to it. Get some rest. Even

if you have to postpone some chores, you’ll

be better off in the long run.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Emotional matters could hit the fan today at

a (virtual) group meeting of some kind. Those

around you communicate with are apt to be

feeling especially stressed and volatile, Aries,

so be prepared for anything. Try to stay out of

passionate confrontations, and don’t try to

put oil on troubled waters. At times like this,

such attempts only cause unwanted attention

to focus on you. Stay centered.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Stress might be getting the better of a house-

hold member today, Taurus. This person feels

emotionally volatile. The least irritation could

set off a temper tantrum. Try to ease the

pressure by staying out of the way. Don’t

offer advice, however well-intentioned it may

be. This person needs to come to terms with

whatever is bothering him or her. Distance

yourself and do your own thing.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Friends, neighbors, and relatives could be
feeling especially stressed out and explo-
sive today, Gemini. This isn’t a good day to
initiate intense communications with
them. Keep your talk light and inconse-
quential. This is a great day to stay home
and read, especially since your mind is
particularly receptive to unusual ideas.
The Internet, videos, and TV documen-
taries could be most informative.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The economy could well take another dip,

Cancer, and you might hear from people

expressing concerns about financial matters.

Don’t take them to heart, and certainly don’t

worry about your own financial condition. The

trend will probably reverse itself soon, and this

time in the right direction. Take no drastic

action just yet. Wait and see what happens.

You’ll probably breathe a sigh of relief.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Oppressive stress on you or those close to
you could cause disconcerting upsets with-
in your relationships today, Leo. Try to be
objective and work things out rationally
instead of going to pieces. Avoid being
sucked into quarrels where you might say
things you’ll regret. Don’t let this tempo-
rary situation get the best of you. Make the
effort to stay focused and relaxed.
Tomorrow all should be back to normal.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Stress could take a toll on you today, Virgo.

You might temporarily lose your ambition

and be left wondering if it’s all really worth

it. This isn’t a good day to start projects or

engage in important discussions. Stay home

and get some rest if you can. You might skip

a few chores, but you’ll be better off in the

long run. Treat yourself to a good book and

some ice cream.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Surprising new developments in close
friendships or love relationships could
come your way today, Libra. Someone
might move away or perhaps move closer
to you. This could prove a little unsettling
at first, but you’ll be happy once you get
used to the idea. Communicating with
new people could also bring unexpected
events your way. Be prepared for some
bombshells. On the downside, expect
some trouble with machines.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Unexpected developments might interfere
with your home life or with plans to spend a
quiet evening with your family, Scorpio. This
could have you feeling a little down at first,
but don’t let it get to you. Whatever you do
today might open doors that will benefit both
you and those close to you. Gird your loins
and do whatever needs to be done. Later
you’ll be glad you did.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You may be looking forward to talking on the

phone with someone dear who lives far away,

Sagittarius, but circumstances beyond your

control could get in the way. Perhaps you keep

missing each other, or problems with comput-

ers or phones throw a monkey wrench into the

works. Don’t let this dim your enthusiasm. Once

you reach your friend, expect to have an excit-

ing and emotionally gratifying conversation.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Although business and money matters contin-

ue to go well, some rather unsettling news

regarding either your finances or the economy

in general could reach you today, Capricorn.

However, don’t accept as truth anything you

hear until you check the facts. The planetary

energies now lend themselves to the spread of

rumor, gossip, and misinformation. This is def-

initely the day to hang on to your objectivity.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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'On Monday, you have to
pick yourself up and start
working on another film
and be happy on the set.'
'You cannot carry your sad
face everywhere.' 'You
have to go and enjoy your-
self, your work.'  Akshay
Kumar lays claim to an
electric portfolio of films
that has brought home the
big bucks. He currently
awaits the release of
Samrat Prithviraj, where
he plays a king for the first
time in his career. Akshay
said "I hate it when some-
body says south industry
or north industry, we are
all a common industry. It
is important that we un-
derstand that this is how
the Britishers came and
divided us. We don't seem
to have learned our les-
son."

You tested COVID-19
positive a second time.
How are you feeling
now?

I am fine now. I rested
for four-five days and now
I am feeling fine. What
happens is when you go to
your office, you can wear a
mask. Unfortunately, ac-
tors can't. When I am
working, the other actor is
spitting on me and I am
spitting on him. So it is
not possible for us to be
safe. In my profession,
there is nothing called
'work from home'. Having
said that, I do remember
doing six-seven ads from

home.I just shot myself at
home, and I gave it to
them.

After a long time, you
had a flop in Bachchhan
Paandey. How do you
deal with failure after
delivering back-to-back
hits?

Dealing with failure is
the same. I have not just
had 13-14 flops, but there
was a time in the middle
where eight-nine of my
films flopped. I always say

that you can feel bad for a
flop from Friday to
Sunday. On Monday, you
have to pick yourself up
and start working on an-
other film and be happy
on the set. You cannot
carry your sad face every-
where. You have to go and
enjoy yourself, your work.
Good films are made be-
cause you enjoy the film.

A lot is being said and
written about south
films giving a tough

competition to
Bollywood. What's your
take on that?

I don't believe in this di-
vide. I hate it when some-
body says south industry
or north industry, we are
all a common industry. I
think we should stop ask-
ing this question. It is im-
portant that we under-
stand that this is how the
Britishers came and divid-
ed us. They invaded us
and ruled us. We don't
seem to have learned our
lesson. The day we under-
stand that we are all one
industry, I think things
will start working much
better. I was recently ques-
tioned why I am doing two
remakes, to which I said,
why shouldn't I? What is
the problem with it? O My
God was remade in
Telugu. The film did really
well here as well as there. I
did their Rowdy Rathore,
and it worked there as well
as here. Why does anyone
have an issue with that?
People have a problem
with songs being remixed.
Why? We are making orig-
inals as well as remakes. If
there is a good south
Indian film and we are
taking the rights and re-
making here, what's the
issue? People are saying
we don't have talent here.
Of course, we have talent
here. But if we have liked
a story, why can't we re-
make it in Hindi?

You can feel bad for a flop from
Friday to Sunday: Akshay Kumar

Pooja Hegde
‘drops out’
of Pawan
Kalyan's

upcoming film
P ooja Hegde, who was ru-

moured to be playing the fe-
male lead opposite Telugu super-
star Pawan Kalyan in his upcom-
ing film 'Bhavadeeyudu Bhagat
Singh,' has "dropped out".

According to Telugu sources,
the 'Radhe Shyam' actress has
opted out of the biggie, because it
has been postponed, and she can-
not plan her dates with ambiguity.

'Bhavadeeyudu Bhagat Singh',
directed by Harish Shankar of
'Gabbar Singh' fame, is in the
works for Pawan Kalyan, who is
yet to complete his other long-
awaited projects ('Hari Hara Veera
Mallu').

It's risky for a rising star like
Pooja Hegde to give her dates
without first getting confirmation
on her working schedules, as she
might miss out on other opportu-
nities.

The 'Beast' actress is currently
filming her next film with Salman
Khan, 'Kabhi Eid Kabhi Diwali.'
Pooja has also bagged an offer to
appear in Mahesh Babu's next,
under the direction of 'Ala
Vaikunthapuramu Loo' fame
Trivikram Srinivas.

As the third season of the
Emmy nominated series
awaits its premiere, Shahid
paid homage to the series
as he took to the streets of
Mumbai to show his excite-
ment for the series and
unveiled a flaming stunt
akin to Homelander, a
famous character from the
show during a promotional
event for the show. The
actor made a grand entry
to the jaw-dropping b-boy-
ing moves of Kings United
dance group performing to
a foot-tapping, high-energy
song. The daredevil actor

then unveiled a curtained
hoarding through an adren-
aline-inducing stunt. The
billboard had the image of
the lead Supe from The
Seven - Homelander, which
shot out a laser targeting a
nearby car. Speaking of the
eye-grabbing super-hero
like stunt, Shahid said, "I
absolutely love wacky, dark
humoured and action-
packed entertainment.
When I first heard about
'The Boys', I was immedi-
ately intrigued. I am
thrilled to present this bril-
liantly bizarre show in my

own capacity in partnership
Amazon Prime Video."
"This is my own little crazy
ode to the genius makers.
The trailer has me hooked
and I can't wait to binge all
three seasons", he added.
The series is based on the
comic book of the same
name by Garth Ennis and
Darick Robertson. It has
been developed by
showrunner Eric Kripke,
who also serves as writer
and executive producer.
Season 3 of 'The Boys' stars
Karl Urban, Jack Quaid,
Antony Starr, Erin Moriarty,

Dominique McElligott,
Jessie T. Usher, Laz Alonso,
Chace Crawford, Tomer
Capone, Karen Fukuhara,
Nathan Mitchell, Colby
Minifie, Claudia Doumit,
and Jensen Ackles. The new
season of the anti-hero
drama will return with
three gripping new
episodes on June 3 on
Prime Video followed by
one episode every week,
ending with a season finale
on July 8. The series will be
available on the streaming
platform in English, Hindi,
Tamil and Telugu.

Shahid Kapoor
brings out essence

of ‘The Boys’
through 

stunts 
at launch 

event

Bollywood actor Shahid Kapoor is a fan of
the superhero television series 'The Boys'.

M uch like her one-
liners, she is de-

fined by her unabashed
grit and resilience. She
is not the quintessential
‘maa’ to indulge her
kids beyond measure
nor does she gets bogged
down by her tough life.
Beyond her boisterous,
unpretentious and hard-
working exterior, lies a
woman who finds solace
in little joys of life, clas-
sic Hindi film songs and
an ardent love for crick-
et. And it’s time to know
her and her story! Sony
SAB brings to you a
slice of life narrative in
Pushpa Impossible, the
story of a woman and
her exceptional turn-
around in her quest to
earn respect from her
family and society
through education.
Headlined by Karuna
Pandey, the show under-
lines a woman’s stellar
transition from a victim
of fate to a champion of
her destiny. Pushpa
Impossible premieres
on Sony SAB on 6th
June at 09:30 PM.
Pushpa Impossible re-

counts the story of an
uneducated yet self-
made woman from
Patan, Gujarat who
after straddling
amongst various odd
jobs now runs a tiffin
service out of her
Mumbai chawl room, to
earn a livelihood and se-
cure the future for her
three kids.
Her consistent struggle
to keep her family
happy and not be
knocked down by the
have nots, has made her
uncouth and bold who
has little or no time to
think of herself and her
aspirations. Though,
Pushpa regrets one
thing the most, not
being able to complete
her education.

Oscillating between
the pressures of run-
ning a home and ensur-
ing a survival, Pushpa’s
moments of inadequacy
are often eclipsed by go
getter spirit that has
never bowed down to
the conventions of soci-
ety. Until, one day she
gets jolted out of the
trance and is struck by a

harsh reality that; of
her kids being embar-
rassed of her. Pushpa
believes that her kids
are ashamed of her, and
the society does not give
her the respect she de-
serves all because she’s
uneducated. What fol-
lows next is an astound-
ing journey to complete
her education and turn
the tide of fortune and
set her on a path to earn
a life of dignity and re-
spect.

Created by Hats Off
Production, Pushpa
Impossible features an
amazing ensemble of
actors in Naveen
Pandita, Darshan
Gurjar, Deshna Dugad,
Garima Parihar and
Bhakti Rathod. Get
ready to fill your hearts
with a whirlpool of emo-
tions along with a
strong dose of inspira-
tion in Pushpa
Impossible only on Sony
SAB.

Tune in to Pushpa
Impossible starting
6th June, Monday to
Saturday at 9:30 PM
only on Sony SAB.

Sony SAB launches
‘Pushpa Impossible’!S ony Entertainment

Television is geared
up to offer an intriguing
watch for its viewers with
its promising new family
drama ‘Appnapan…
Badalte Rishton ka
Bandhan’. Shedding light
on the dilemma and com-
plexities in relationships,
the show brings forth the
story of an estranged cou-
ple – Pallavi and Nikhil
who are also single par-
ents. With Pallavi and
Nikhil journeying away
from each other, what re-
mains to be seen is if fate's
play brings them back to-
gether, on the same road
once again. Starring popu-
lar actors Cezanne Khan
and Rajshree Thakur in
the lead roles, the show is
all set to premiere on 15th
June every Monday to
Friday at 10 pm. Joining
the cast of the show in a
pivotal role will be the ex-
tremely talented actor,
Gautam Ahuja. Former
child artist, Gautam Ahuja
has charmed his way to the
audience’s hearts with his
performance across televi-
sion shows, web series and
films. And, once again the
young lad is all set to im-
press the audience with his
performance in the upcom-
ing family drama
‘Appnapan… Badalte

Rishton ka Bandhan’,
where he will be seen por-
traying the character of
Gagan, Barkha’s (Rajshree
Thakur) younger son.
Being a teenager, Gagan is
easily swayed by peer pres-
sure, and not afraid to bend
and even break the rules.
While he loves his siblings
and family, but most of his
decisions and opinions are
largely always driven by
what he wants, and not by
what his family wants or is
good for the family. Excited
to be a part of this show, an
elated Gautam Ahuja
shared, "Being an actor
truly gives me joy. The dy-
namic nature of this pro-
fession is the best part and
this truly excites me as it
gives me the opportunity to
play so many varied roles.
Getting under the skin of
my character  thrills me be-
cause I get to be someone
different each time. Since, I
am at the start of my ca-
reer I want to learn more at
every phase of my life and I
will put in my 100%  so that
I can hone my acting
skills."  

‘Appnapan… Badalate
rishton ka bandhan’ is all
set to premiere from 15th
June, every Monday to
Friday at 10 pm only on
Sony Entertainment
Television!

Gautam Ahuja returns to 
TV with ‘Appnapan… Badalte

Rishton ka Bandhan’
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Paris, Jun 03 (AP): Coco
Gauff sat plain-faced in
her French Open
changeover chair after
moving one set away from
her first Grand Slam final
at 18 just 18! and calmly
snacked on some cut-up
pieces of pineapple and
other fruit, seemingly
without a care in the
world. Her opponent in

Thursday’s semifinals at
Roland Garros, Martina
Trevisan, was taking a
medical timeout so her
right thigh could be treat-
ed and taped by a trainer.
It was the sort of delay
that might rattle some
players, might make them
cool off, relinquish mo-
mentum, think too much
about what was at stake.

Not Gauff. Not on this
sunny, breezy afternoon at
Court Philippe Chatrier.
When the American ar-
rived in Paris, she cele-
brated her recent high
school graduation by pos-
ing for cap-and-gown pho-
tos near the Eiffel Tower
while holding her diplo-
ma. After wrapping up a 6-
3 6-1 victory over the 59th-

ranked Trevisan, Gauff
will be back in that stadi-
um on Saturday to face No.
1 Iga Swiatek for the cham-
pionship.

The 18th-seeded Gauff,
who turned 18 in March, is
the youngest finalist at the
clay-court major tourna-
ment since 2001, when
Kim Clijsters was the run-
ner-up a day after her 18th

birthday. Gauff has won
all 12 sets she has played
over the past two weeks.
She did not need to navi-
gate the most arduous
path to get this far:
Because of all manner of
surprising results and
early exits by top players
from the bracket, she has
faced only one seeded foe
so far, No. 31 Elise
Mertens.

Now comes someone
who will present a much
tougher test and will re-
quire a higher level of
quality. Swiatek is not only
already a Grand Slam
champion she won the
French Open in 2020 but is
unbeaten in her past 34
matches after eliminating
No. 20 Daria Kasatkina 6-2,
6-1 on Thursday.

The men’s semifinals
are Friday, with 13-time
French Open champion
Rafael Nadal playing No. 3
seed Alexander Zverev,
and 2014 U.S. Open cham-
pion Marin Cilic facing
No. 8 Casper Ruud.

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI):

Experienced Indian
shooter Anjum Moudgil
clinched a silver in the
Women’s 50m Rifle 3
Positions as India moved
up to third spot in the
medal tally at the ISSF
World Cup in Baku,
Azerbaijan, on Friday.

Anjum went down 12-16
in the gold medal match to
Denmark’s Rikke Maeng
Ibsen. Anjum, also a world
championship silver
medallist, had on
Thursday qualified for the
top-eight ranking round

with a score of 587 out of
600, which gave her a
fourth place in a field of 60
shooters On Friday, she
finished second to Ibsen in
stage two with a 406.5 to
the Norwegian’s 411.4. She
then put up a strong chal-
lenge in the final but could
not put it across the Dane.

It is Anjum’s second in-
dividual World Cup silver
in the event. The Men’s 3P
trio of Swapnil, Deepak
Kumar and Goldie Gurjar
also won a silver in the
team competition. The trio
came through two rounds
of qualifying to make it to

the gold medal match
which they lost 7-17 to
Croatia. Ukraine picked
up the bronze. Swapnil
Kusale had also finished
second in the correspon-
ding Men’s 50m Rifle 3
Positions on Thursday.
Indian now have one gold
and three silver medals in
the tournament and stand
in third place behind
Korea and Serbia.

There was heartbreak
for the other two Indian
women in the fray as
Ayushi Podder finished
16th with a score of 585,
just one point away from
the final top-eight mark
and Ashi Chouksey ended
20th with a score of 584.

The women’s 3P team
comprising Anjum and
Ayushi won their first
qualifying round with an
aggregate of 1316 to make
it to stage two. However,
they could not get into the
reckoning for a medal, fin-
ishing sixth in the ranking
round with a score of 867,
falling short of the medal
rounds by a point. India
fielded a 12-member Rifle
squad in the Baku World
Cup.

Colombo, Jun 03 (PTI):

Legendary pacer Lasith Malinga
has been appointed as the bowling
strategy coach for the white-ball
leg of Sri Lanka’s home series
against Australia, starting next
week.

A white ball legend in his own
right and one of the greatest T20
bowlers, the 38-year-old had held
the same role with the national
team when the team toured
Australia in February this year for
a white ball series.

“Malinga, during the tour, will
support Sri Lanka’s bowlers, pro-
viding tactical insight and techni-
cal expertise to help the on-field ex-
ecution of strategic plans,” a Sri
Lanka Cricket (SLC) press release
said.

While Sri Lanka had lost the se-
ries 4-1, the bowlers managed to
limit the scoring with the

Australian batters restricted to a
high total of 164/6 across the five
games.

“Sri Lanka Cricket is confident
that Malinga’s vast experience and
renowned death-bowling expertise,
especially in the T20 format, will
help the team immensely going
into this all-important series,” the
release added.

Malinga retired from all forms of
the game in 2021.

He served as the fast bowling
coach for the Rajasthan Royals in
the recently-concluded Indian
Premeir League. The former cham-
pions finished runners-up.

Sri Lanka play three T20Is, fol-
lowed by five ODIs in Colombo and
Pallekele.

Post the limited overs series, the
two sides will play two a couple of
Tests against in Galle.

The three-match T20 series is set
to begin here on June 7.

Stavanger (Norway),
Jun 03 (PTI): Indian leg-
end Viswanathan Anand
continued his winning
run in the Classical sec-
tion of the Norway Chess
tournament here as he de-
feated China’s Wang Hao
in the third round to re-
main on top of the stand-
ings.

The 52-year-old Anand
won the Armageddon
(sudden death game) early
on Friday after the regular
classical match was drawn
after 39 moves.

The Armageddon saw
the former world champi-
on pip Hao in 44 moves to
take his points tally to 7.5.
He is followed by
American Wesley So, who
is on 6 points, and world

No.1 Magnus Carlsen (5.5).
This is the Indian ace’s

third straight win in the
Classical section after hav-
ing beaten Frenchman

Maxime Vachier-Lagrave
and Veselin Topalov
(Bulgaria) in the first two
rounds. Carlsen bounced
back to win against

Teimour Radjabov after
having lost in the second
round to So via the
Armageddon.

In the other matches of
the day, Vachier-Lagrave
defeated Norwegian
Aryan Tari and Anish Giri
shared points with So,
drawing the classical and
Armageddon games while
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov
topped Topalov in the sud-
den death.

In the ongoing Norway
Chess tournament, the
players take part in a
Armageddon (sudden
death) in case of a draw in
the classical game.

American star So had
won the Blitz event which
preceded the Classical sec-
tion.

Seoul, Jun 03 (AP):

A pair of Neymar
penalties helped Brazil
start its World Cup prepa-
rations with a comprehen-
sive 5-1 win over South
Korea in an international
friendly on Thursday.
English Premier League
stars Richarlison,
Coutinho and Gabriel
Jesus were also on the
scoresheet.

It was a chastening
evening for the South
Koreans with the five-time
world champion too
strong in all areas of the
field. Richarlison silenced
the 66,000 fans who filled
Seoul World Cup Stadium
to capacity after just seven
minutes with an oppor-
tunistic strike. The
Everton forward diverted

a low shot from Fred high
into the South Korean net
from close range. South
Korea will make a 10th
successive World Cup ap-
pearance at Qatar later
this year in a group with

Uruguay, Portugal and
Ghana. It struggled to get
joint EPL golden boot win-
ner Son Heung-min into
the game but was back on
level terms on the half-
hour with a well-worked

goal. Wolverhampton at-
tacker Hwang Hee-chan
found Hwang Ui-jo in the
area and the Bordeaux
striker turned Thiago
Silva to fire a shot past the
diving Weverton. Brazil
was back ahead three min-
utes before the break after
a penalty was given follow-
ing a foul on Alex Sandro.
Neymar sent Kim Seung-
gyu the wrong way to roll
the ball into the net. The
pattern was repeated just
before the hour. The lively
Juventus wingback was
again brought down in the
area and Neymar again
waited for the goalkeeper
to commit himself before
calmly stroking the ball
home for his 73rd goal for
Brazil, just four fewer
than leading goalscorer
Pele.

Pune, Jun 03 (PTI):

Indian Grandmasters
Arjun Kalyan and Deep
Sengupta posted victo-
ries in the fifth round to
join Georgian GM Luka
Paichadze at the top with
4.5 points in the 1st
M a h a r a s h t r a
International Open GM
chess tournament here
on Friday.

While Paichadze, who
had an all-win record
after four rounds, was
held by Indian GM M R
Lalith Babu, Kalyan and
Sengupta registered
wins over Aditya S
Samant and Anup
Deshmukh respectively
to take their tally to 4.5
points and share the
lead. Top-seed Farrukh

Amonatov of Tajikistan
beat Bangladesh GM
Enamul Hossain in 33
moves after draws in
round three and four
against lower-rated
Indians to climb to 4
points.

Four players -
Amonatov, Boris
Savchenko, Lalith Babu
and Aditya Mittal are in
joint second spot with
four points each.

The game between
Paichadze and Lalith
Babu on the top board
saw the two agree for a
draw after 36 moves.

Sengupta was an im-
pressive winner in the
fifth round, outlasting
Samant in 53 moves,
while Kalyan humbled
Deshmukh in 37 moves.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunn  0033  ((PPTTII))::

India’s up and coming shut-
tlers will have an opportunity to
earn ranking points and experi-
ence with the country hosting
two BWF international chal-
lenge badminton tournaments
in Nagpur and Raipur in
September . Badminton World
Federation (BWF) also awarded
a junior international event to
be held in Hyderabad, also in
September. Following India’s
historic triumph at the Thomas
Cup, the Badminton Association
of India (BAI) had written to
BWF last month, requesting it
for more international events.
BWF accepted the request and
allotted the two international
challenge events and a junior
international. “BWF has award-
ed three tournaments to India,
which will be held in
September. These events will
help the young Indian players to

play more international events,
face quality opponents and
grab crucial world ranking
points,” BAI secretary Sanjay
Mishra told PTI. There are a
total of 31 international chal-
lenge tournament that happens
in a year worldwide with India
hosting just one of them in 2022
— the Infosys Foundation India
international challenge in
Bengaluru from October 11 to
16 last year. The international
challenge tournaments are
grade 3 events in the BWF tour-
nament structure and ranking
points and prize money are
much less than the grade 1
(BWF major events) and 2 (BWF
World Tour) events. India hosts
one junior international Grand
Prix in Pune (August 30-
September 4), besides three
BWF world tour events —
Odisha Super 100, Syed Modi
Super 300 and India Open Super
500 tournament.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  JJuunnee  0033  ((PPTTII))::

The Delhi High Court on
Friday directed the Centre
that no money or assistance
shall be provided to national
sports federations (NSFs)
which are not functioning in
compliance with the law con-
cerning the administration of
sports in the country.

No money will go hence-
forth to any entity which does
not comply with the Sports
Code. That is the long and
short of it. What is suffering is
the rule of law, said the bench,
comprising Justices Najmi
Waziri and Vikas Mahajan. 

It is unsporting. (It is) not
sporting at all not to comply
with the rules. There are too
many red cards coming up, the

court remarked while hearing
a petition by senior advocate
Rahul Mehra to ensure compli-
ance with the Sports Code by
the NSFs. 

The court said that compli-
ance shall be done by the end
of one month and in the mean-
time, assistance to sportsper-
sons through the Sports
Authority of India would be
ensured and possibly aug-
mented. 

The NSFs which are not
compliant shall be put on
notice of suspension, it further
said. The court was informed
by the Joint Secretary, Sports
Ministry that concerted
efforts are underway to
ensure that compliances are
made by the end of the month
and that while 15 NSFs were

adhering with the Sports code,
six were granted the exemp-
tion. Five NSFs need to amend
their constitutions and 17
required major changes, it was
further said. Lawyer Anil Soni
appeared for the Centre. 

The petitioner disputed the
Centre’s version and empha-
sised that at least 24 NSFs
have super luminary persons
in the management which is
not envisaged by the code and
that the mandate of 25 per
cent of the management of
NSFs being prominent
sportspersons of outstanding
merit was not being followed.
The court observed that the
endeavour is that the NSFs
comply with the legal frame-
work and let them not say that
the players are going to suffer.

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI):

Quinton de Kock
pulled up a chair near
the tent as he watched
the spin twins Tabraiz
Shamsi and Keshav
Maharaj hit the “right
areas” during South
African team’s first
training session on
Friday.

The most interesting
aspect of the practice
session was Shamsi,
Maharaj and later Aiden
Markram spending quite
some time doing “spot
bowling”.

The trio is likely to
play a major role in the
five match T20 series
against India along with
CSK all rounder Dwayne

Pretorius, who also had
a fair spell at the nets.

Wayne Parnell, who is
making a comeback after
good five years, was fo-
cused during his extend-
ed spell while Raasie van
der Dussen looked the
most impressive under
the watchful eyes of
head coach Mark
Boucher.

Mark Jansen got a fair
bit of batting tips from
Boucher, who was seen
telling him all about
holding the shape while
going for expansive
drives.

While De Kock
watched others go
through paces, South
Africa’s IPL star David
Miller is currently holi-

daying in Maldives and
will link up with the
squad soon.

The Proteas squad
members assembled at
the Feroz Shah Kotla for
their optional practice
session after clearing
their RT PCR tests ahead
of opening T20
International next
Thursday.

“All the squad mem-
bers have tested negative
but for the IPL players
who were in action till
last week, they would be
given a few days break
ahead of the series as
part or workload man-
agement,” a member of
Proteas support staff
told PTI on the sidelines
of the net session.

Bengaluru, Jun 03 (PTI):

A plethora of Indian
badminton stars including
P V Sindhu, Kidambi
Srikanth, Sai Praneeth,
Jwala Gutta, Ashwini
Ponappa and Chirag
Shetty will take part in the
launch of the Grand Prix
Badminton League,
Karnataka’s own version
of Premier Badminton
League, here on Saturday.

The mega event has the
blessings of the
Karnataka Badminton
Association, a statement
said on Friday. The league
will see eight teams battle
for supremacy and it is
scheduled to be held from
July 1 to 10. The eight
teams are — Bengaluru

Lions, Mangalore Sharks,
Mandya Bulls, Mysore
Panthers, Malnad Falcons,
Bandipur Tuskers, KGF
Wolves and Kodagu Tigers
— with each team com-
prising 10 players includ-
ing a minimum of five
Karnataka players, two
foreign players and three
female shuttlers. The tour-
nament boasts of a prize
money of Rs 60 lakh with
the winners pocketing Rs
24 lakh while the runner-
up team will be richer by
Rs 12 lakh. The team jer-
seys and the trophy will
also be unveiled during
the launch. As many as 400
players have signed up for
the league while the auc-
tion is slated for next
week, it was stated.

Coco Gauff to face No. 1 Iga
Swiatek in final at French Open

Coco Gauff of the U.S. plays a shot against Italys Martina
Trevisan during their semifinal match at the French Open
tennis tournament in Roland Garros stadium in Paris.

Iga Swiatek

shouts as she

defeats

Russias Daria

Kasatkina

during their

semifinal

match of the

French Open

tennis 

tournament

at the Roland

Garros 

stadium.

Anjum clinches silver, India move up to
third spot in Baku Shooting World Cup

Malinga appointed SL’s bowling strategy
coach for white-ball series against Australia

Norway chess: No stopping Anand,
remains on top after third straight win

Neymar scores 2 as Brazil routs South Korea 5-1

Neymar reacts after scoring on a penalty kick during
a friendly soccer match against South Korea at Seoul
World Cup Stadium in Seoul.

Nagpur, Raipur to host International
Challenge events in Sept

Maharashtra Open chess: Indian
GMs Arjun Kalyan, Sengupta join

Paichadze at top after round 5

SA focus on spinners ahead
of series against India

Delhi HC to Centre

‘Don’t give money to NSFs not
complying with Sports Code’

Top badminton stars 
set to launch Grand Prix

Badminton League

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

The Delhi High Court
Friday said there should
be sufficient material
available to substantiate
the claims of forced reli-
gious conversion and it
cannot be based on social
media data which has in-
stances of morphed photo-
graphs.

The high court said the
issue of forced religious
conversion is an impor-
tant issue of greater rami-
fications and it wants to
examine it deeper before
forming an opinion or is-
suing notice to the govern-
ment on a petition seeking

direction to prohibit reli-
gious conversion by intim-
idation or allurement
through gifts and money.

First and foremost, con-
version is not prohibited.
It's a right of an individual
to profess any religion, re-
ligion of his birth, or reli-
gion that he chooses to
profess. That's the freedom
our Constitution grants.
You are saying somebody
is forced to be converted.

"There is no such thing
like a fraud in religion. All
religions have beliefs.
Beliefs may or may not
have some scientific foun-
dation that does not mean
that the belief is fraud.

That's not. That's a belief
an individual has. In that
belief either somebody is
forced to convert that's an-
other issue. If you say
someone is coerced into
converting then that is the
person's prerogative, a
bench of Justices Sanjeev
Sachdeva and Tushar Rao
Gedela observed.

The court was hearing a
petition by advocate
Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay
seeking direction to the
Centre and Delhi
Government to prohibit
religious conversion by in-
timidating, threatening,
and deceivingly luring
through gifts and mone-

tary benefits and by using
black magic and supersti-
tion.

The petition stated that
religious conversion by
the carrot and the stick
and by hook or crook not
only offends Articles 14,
15, 21, and 25 but also
against the principles of
secularism, which is an in-
tegral part of the basic
structure of the
Constitution.

The court questioned
the petitioner and asked
him what was the founda-
tion of such a prayer and
where are the statistics of
forced conversion and
what was the number of

such conversions?
What is the material on

record? There is nothing,
no documentation, not one
instance given by you.
This will require a de-
tailed examination. We
will have it after vacations
Where are the statistics?
How many conversions
happened? Who is convert-
ed? You say mass conver-
sion is happening, where
is the number? the bench
asked.

When the counsel urged
the court to issue notice on
the petition and asked the
government counsel to
take instructions on the
issue, the bench said how

can it issue a notice at this
stage and added that the
court has to be first satis-
fied that there is some
basis to even issue notice.

As the petitioner said he
has social media data on
forced conversion, the
bench shot back, Social
media is no data. We have
instances of photographs
being morphed. Some in-
stances where it shows an
incident that happened
and then it turns out that
it happened in some coun-
try 20 years ago and that
photograph will show as if
it happened yesterday or
today .

On the petitioner's sub-

mission that he will pro-
vide copies of newspapers
to substantiate his claim,
the bench said it is the set-
tled position in law that
newspapers, social media,
and WhatsApp are not
facts.

They may or may not
contain facts but they can-
not be the basis of a peti-
tion. You can collate infor-
mation from ministries or
central government, it
said, adding, It is better
you place information be-
fore us. There has to be
something upon which we
can act otherwise it will
be an academic exercise.
The laws are in place.

PM instrumental behind reforms like self-attestation,
abolishing govt job interviews, says Jitendra Singh

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh on Friday said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been instrumen-
tal behind reforms like
self-attestation of docu-
ments and abolishing of
government job inter-
views, and initiatives
aimed at achieving ease of
governance resulting in
ease of living for the com-
mon man.

Singh, the Minister of
State for Personnel, said
that the Prime Minister's
vision of minimum gov-
ernment, maximum gover-
nance is the idea behind all
such reforms brought out
by the Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT) in the last eight
years.

He was speaking after
releasing a book on major
reforms and achievements
of the DoPT during the

last eight years here. Singh
also launched an e-book
version of the same.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the minister said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been instrumen-
tal behind reforms like
self-attestation and abol-
ishing the interviews with
his out of the box thinking
and his encouragement to
initiatives aimed at achiev-
ing ease of governance re-
sulting in ease of living for
the common man.

Singh said that it is quite
visible that the Prime
Minister accords high pri-
ority to administrative re-
forms that he announced
decision like abolishing
the interviews from the
ramparts of the Red Fort
during the Independence
Day speech and the DoPT
worked tirelessly to bring
it into effect within a short
time of three months, ac-
cording to a Personnel

Ministry statement.
The Union Minister

termed all these reforms
as socio-economic, futuris-
tic and citizen-centric,
with people's participa-
tion, which ensures that
every citizen gets equal op-
portunity, it said.

Talking about various
training programs being
conducted by Indian
Institute of Public
Administration (IIPA),
Singh said that the sole
aim of these training
modules is to train the
officers and people's rep-
resentatives about sever-
al flagship schemes of
the government and how
to prepare themselves
well to help people in get-
ting benefits of such
schemes.

He mentioned
Prevention of
Corruption Act as a tool
to bring transparency in
governance by ensuring

enough safeguards for
honest officials. Singh said
that zero tolerance against
corruption has been the
top priority of the Modi
government.

The minister compli-
mented the entire team of
DoPT for putting sincere
efforts to bring out this e-
booklet and said that this
will be shared with other
ministries/ departments,
as well.

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

The Delhi Police on
Friday registered a case
after a woman alleged that
she was sexually harassed
by a man at Delhi Metro's
Jor Bagh station a day be-
fore, officials said.

The woman alleged that
a "policeman" standing on
the platform did not take
any action after she ap-
proached him for help fol-
lowing the incident.

Hours later, the woman
took to Twitter to narrate
her ordeal following which
the police asked her to pro-
vide her contact details so
that they can reach her.

The Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation also issued a
statement, saying, the

Delhi Metro takes the
issue of the safety of our
women commuters "very
seriously" and is cooperat-
ing with law and order
agencies so that necessary
action can be taken.

The Delhi Commission
for Women also issued a
notice to the police and
sought an action taken re-
port in connection with in-
cident that took place on
Thursday afternoon. The
police said the security in-
side metro stations is
manned by the Central
Industrial Security Force.

We are taking up the
matter with the higher au-
thorities in CISF to find
out why the matter was
not brought to Delhi
Police's notice earlier, offi-

cials said. In a series of
tweets, the woman
claimed that on Thursday
afternoon when she got off
at the Jor Bagh metro sta-
tion, a man approached
her on the pretext of con-
firming an address.

"While travelling on the
yellow line today, I faced
sexual harassment at the
Jor Bagh Station. The man
had asked for my help w
an address during the
metro ride.

"I helped him, then got
off at my station and sat
on the platform to book a
cab. The man approached
me again at the station
under the garb of confirm-
ing the address. Believing
dat he needed help.."

The man flashed his

genitals while trying to
show me a file containing
the address, the woman al-
leged in a tweet. The
woman also alleged that
the policeman standing on
the platform did not help.

"I approached a police-
man standing on the plat-
form, but he flatly refused
to help me and asked me to
go upstairs to talk about it.

"I was still scared but I
somehow managed to go
upstairs and found other
policemen. I asked dem to
take me to the CCTV room
so dat I could recognise
him," she said in another
tweet. The entire incident
was captured on camera
but then we saw the man
get into a different train
and leave.

Amit Shah reviews security situation 
in J-K after series of targeted killings

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday took
stock of the security situa-
tion in Jammu and
Kashmir in the wake of a
series of targeted killings
in the Valley, officials said.
National Security Advisor
(NSA) Ajit Doval, Army
Chief General Manoj
Pande, and Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu and
Kashmir Manoj Sinha were
among those who attended
the meeting.

The home minister re-
viewed the security situa-
tion in Jammu and
Kashmir, a ministry official
said. Security arrange-
ments for the upcoming
Amarnath Yatra also fig-
ured in the meetings, the of-
ficial said. The meeting
came after terrorists car-
ried out a series of targeted

killings in the Kashmir
Valley that include non-
Muslims, security person-
nel, an artist and local civil-
ians.

Two persons a bank em-
ployee and a brick kiln
labourer were killed in
Kashmir on Thursday
while another labourer was
injured in two separate in-
cidents.

The bank manager was
the ninth and the labourer
was the 10th targeted
killing in Kashmir since
May 1. A woman teacher
hailing from the Samba dis-
trict of the Jammu region
was shot dead by terrorists
at a school in south
Kashmir's Kulgam district
on Tuesday.

On May 18, terrorists had
entered a wine shop at
Baramulla in North
Kashmir and threw a
grenade, killing one person

from the Jammu region
and injuring three others.
Policeman Saifullah Qadri
was shot dead outside his
residence in Srinagar on
May 24 while television
artiste Amreen Bhat was
gunned down in Budgam

two days later.
Scores of Kashmiri

Pandits, who were em-
ployed under a prime min-
ister's package in 2012, have
been staging protests
threatening mass exodus
since the killing of Rahul

Bhat, who was shot dead by
terrorists on May 12 in the
Chadoora area of Budgam
district in central Kashmir.
The high-level meeting
chaired by Shah was the
second such exercise in less
than a fortnight.

Union Home Secretary
Ajay Kumar Bhalla,
Director of Intelligence
Bureau Arvind Kumar,
Director General of
Central Reserve Police
Force Kuldiep Singh,
Border Security Force chief
Pankaj Singh, and Jammu
and Kashmir Director
General of Police Dilbag
Singh among other key offi-
cials took part in the meet-
ing. Earlier, Shah had an in-
formal meeting with LG
Manoj Sinha, Arvind
Kumar, Secretary of RAW
Samant Goel and DGP of
Jammu and Kashmir
Dilbagh Singh.
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah with J & K Lt Governor Manoj
Sinha holds a review meeting on security/law & order situation
in Jammu and Kashmir, in New Delhi, Friday.

Police register case after woman alleges 
sexual harassment at Delhi Metro station

Mann assures killers 
of Moosewala to be

sent behind bars
Mansa (Punjab), Jun 03 (PTI): 

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann visited
Sidhu Moosewala's home
here on Friday, assuring
the slain singer's family
that his killers would soon
be behind bars and slam-
ming those playing poli-
tics over the death.

Mann spent about an
hour with the bereaved
family at Moosa village in
Mansa district, condoling
the death of the 28-year-old
Punjabi singer who was
shot on Sunday. The
killing took place in the
district a day after the new
Aam Aadmi Party govern-
ment pruned the security
provided to the singer and

about 400 other VIPs as a
temporary move. Police
has got vital clues regard-
ing the murder of Sidhu
Moosewala and the day is
not far when we will nab
the perpetrators of this
heinous crime, the CM as-
sured the family, a state
government statement
said. Ahead of the chief
minister's visit around 10
am, the AAP's Sardulgarh
MLA, Gurpreet Singh
Banawali, faced protests
as he arrived at the fami-
ly's home. There was a
large police deployment in
Moosa and some people
held a protest against
Punjab Police, accusing it
of preventing them from
entering the village.

SC concerned over ‘mushroom growth’ of PILs

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court on
Friday expressed concern
over the "mushroom
growth" of public interest
litigations and said frivo-
lous PILs should be
nipped in the bud so that
the developmental activi-
ties are not affected.

A vacation bench of
Justices B R Gavai and
Hima Kohli observed
while dismissing peti-
tions against construction
activities at the famed
Shree Jagannath temple
in Puri.

The top court said most
of the petitions are either
publicity interest litiga-
tions or personal interest
litigation. "In the recent
past, it is noticed that
there is a mushroom

growth of public interest
litigations. However, in
many of such petitions,
there is no public interest
involved at all.

The petitions are either
publicity interest litiga-
tions or personal interest
litigation. We highly dep-
recate the practice of fil-
ing such frivolous peti-
tions. They are nothing
but an abuse of the
process of law.

"They encroach upon a
valuable judicial time
which could be otherwise
utilised for considering
genuine issues. It is high
time that such so-called
public interest litigations
are nipped in the bud so
that the developmental ac-
tivities in the larger pub-
lic interest are not
stalled," the bench said.

Enough material needed to substantiate 
claim of forced conversion: HC

Construction activity to provide basic
amenities at Puri’s Jagannath temple

New Delhi, Jun 03 (PTI): 

Construction activi-
ties carried out by the
Odisha government at
the famed Shree
Jagannath temple in
Puri to provide essential
amenities like toilets and
cloak rooms are neces-
sary in larger public in-
terest, the Supreme
Court said on Friday
while rejecting petitions
challenging the work.

A vacation bench of
Justices B R Gavai and
Hima Kohli dismissed
the PILs opposing the
construction with costs,
and said the state cannot
be prevented from mak-
ing necessary arrange-
ments to provide basic
facilities for lakhs of
devotees visiting the
temple.

The top court said the

construction activities
are being undertaken in
pursuance of the direc-
tions issued by a three -
judge bench of this
Court in the case of
Mrinalini Padhi.

"The construction is
being carried out for the
purpose of providing
basic and essential
amenities like toilets for
men and women, cloak
rooms, electricity rooms
etc. These are the basic
facilities which are nec-
essary for the conven-
ience of the devotees at
large," it said.

The bench also took
exception to the filing of
frivolous PILs, and said
most of such petitions
are either publicity in-
terest litigation or per-
sonal interest litigation.

"In the recent past, it is
noticed that there is

mushroom growth of
public interest litiga-
tions. However, in many
of such petitions, there is
no public interest in-
volved at all. The peti-
tions are either publicity
interest litigations or per-
sonal interest litigation.
We highly deprecate the
practice of filing such
frivolous petitions. They
are nothing but abuse of
the process of law.

"They encroach upon a
valuable judicial time
which could be otherwise
utilised for considering
genuine issues. It is high
time that such so-called
public interest litigations
are nipped in the bud so
that the developmental
activities in the larger
public interest are not
stalled," the bench said.

The top court said that
a hue and cry was made

that construction car-
ried out is contrary to
the inspection report
carried out by the
Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI). However,
the note of the Director
General of ASI clears
the position.

"It can thus be seen
that even if the appellant
had genuine concern the
same is already taken
care by the high court in
the impugned order.
Inspite of that matter
was mentioned for ob-
taining urgent orders be-
fore the vacation bench
on Monday. Till the mat-
ter was not listed again a
hue and cry was made as
if heavens are going to
fall if the matter is not
heard. Activity under-
taken is in sync with our
earlier orders," the
bench said.

‘It should be nipped in bud’

Sikh volunteers distribute a sweet drink among devotees on the 416th martyrdom
day of 5th Sikh Guru Arjan Dev, at the Golden Temple in Amritsar, Friday.
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