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CBI action
KKoollkkaattaa:: CBI grilled TMC
Birbhum district president
Anubrata Mondal on
Thursday for over five
hours in connection with
its investigation into inci-
dents of post assembly
poll violence in West
Bengal, a senior officer of
the agency said. Mondal,
who reached the city on
Wednesday night, went to
the CBI office on Thursday
morning at around
11.40AM, much before he
was scheduled to do so
and left it at around 5.10
pm, the officer said.

Nabbed
BBeerrhhaammppuurr:: Fourteen peo-
ple, including seven juve-
niles, were nabbed as a
major dacoity gang was
busted in Odisha's Ganjam
district, police said on
Thursday. At least 10 of
them were part of a plan to
rob a bus, and had assem-
bled near a temple on the
outskirts of Bhanjanagar
town on Wednesday night
when police raided the
place. Four other suspects
were arrested later,
Bhanjanagar police station
inspector Dhiresh Das said.

Seized
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: Smuggled gold
weighing 3.14 kg was
seized at the international
airport here on Thursday
and two people -- a pas-
senger and an employee of
a COVID-19 testing facility
at the airport were arrest-
ed here in this connection.
Based on information that
the gold is being smuggled
out of the airport, the
Officers of Air Intelligence
Unit, Hyderabad Customs,
identified and intercepted
a passenger, who arrived
from Dubai and an employ-
ee of an agency, which
provides the services for
testing COVID-19 samples.

Mishap
JJaaiippuurr:: Three men were
killed and one other was
injured on Thursday when
their car rammed into a
stationary truck in
Rajasthan's Sikar district
while they were on their
way to the famous Khatu
Shyam temple, police
said. The accident
occurred in the morning in
Ranoli area on the Jaipur-
Bikaner highway. The car
occupants were rushed to
a nearby hospital where
doctors declared three of
them dead on arrival,
police said.
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Chief Minister 
K. Chandrasekhar Rao pays 

tribute at the Gunpark
Immortals Stupa during the

State Emergence Day 
celebrations, at Pragati
Bhavan in Hyderabad. 
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Chandigarh, Jun 02 (PTI):

Wary of the possibility of
cross-voting during the
polling for two Rajya Sabha
seats, the Congress took
Haryana MLAs to the
party-ruled Chhattisgarh to
protect them from poach-
ing.

The Congress summoned
all its 31 Haryana legisla-
tors to Delhi for a meeting
on Thursday and they are
taken to Chhattisgarh, said
party sources. Sources con-
firmed 28 MLAs arrived in
Chhattisgarh out of 31
Congress MLAs

The party legislators ar-
rived at the residence of
Rajya Sabha MP Deepender
Hooda in Delhi Thursday.
However, Adampur legisla-

tor Kuldeep Bishnoi did not
reach the national capital,
the sources said.

With the entry of a third
candidate -- Kartikeya
Sharma -- as an
Independent, the main op-
position party in Haryana

does not want to leave any-
thing to chance in order to
secure one Rajya Sabha
seat. Congress party leader
Ajay Maken has filed his
nomination papers for the
Rajya Sabha seat from
Haryana.

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI) 

The government has lim-
ited subsidy on cooking gas
LPG for only 9 crore poor
women and other benefici-
aries who got free connec-
tions under the Ujjwala
scheme and the remaining
users including households
will pay the market price.

Oil Secretary Pankaj
Jain at a news briefing said
no subsidy is paid on cook-
ing gas since June 2020 and
the only subsidy that is pro-
vided is the one that
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced on
March 21.

"There was no subsidy
for LPG users since the
early days of Covid. Since
then the only subsidy is one
which had been introduced

now for Ujjwala beneficiar-
ies," he said.

Sitharaman had while
announcing a cut in excise
duty on petrol by a record
Rs 8 per litre and that on
diesel by Rs 6, stated that
Ujjwala scheme beneficiar-
ies will get Rs 200 per cylin-
der subsidy for 12 bottles in
a year to help ease some of
the burden arising from
cooking gas rates rising to
record levels.

A 14.2-kg LPG cylinder
costs Rs 1,003 in the nation-
al capital. Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana beneficiar-
ies will get Rs 200 subsidy
directly in their bank ac-
count and the effective
price for them would be Rs

803 per 14.2-kg cylinder.
For the rest, it will cost

Rs 1,003 in Delhi.
The Rs 200 subsidy will

cost the government Rs
6,100 crore, she had said.

"Subsidies by definition
are not designed to get en-
trenched and increased.
Subsidies by definition
have to be degressive," Oil
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said at the same con-
ference. The government
ended subsidies on petrol in
June 2010 and on diesel in
November 2014. The same
on kerosene ended a couple
of years later. And now sub-
sidies on LPG for most have
effectively been ended.
However, unlike petrol,
diesel and kerosene, there
is no formal order ending
the subsidies.

The country has nearly
30.5 crore LPG connections.
Of this, 9 crore have been
provided under PM Ujjwala
Yojana.

Raipur, Jun 01: 

The nomination of for-
mer MLA and Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh (J)
candidate Haridas
Bharadwaj for upcoming
Rajya Sabha elections was
rejected on Wednesday,
paving the way for the un-
opposed election of
Congress' Rajeev Shukla
and Ranjeet Ranjan as no
other candidate is in the
fray.

The nomination of Dr
Bharadwaj was cancelled
after scrutiny , Secretary
of the state assembly
Dinesh Sharma said.

JCC (J) president Amit
Jogi said Bharadwaj's
nomination has been re-
jected unconstitutionally
and illegally, and the party
will approach the High
Court to halt the RS elec-
tions process in

Chhattisgarh. Sharma
said Bharadwaj's nomina-
tion paper does not meet
the criteria of proposers
mentioned in the nomina-
tion form.

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI) 

The Election Commission has
struck off 87 entities from its
list of Registered
Unrecognised Political Parties
(RUPP) after they were found
non-existent during physical
verification, officials said on
Thursday.
The action followed a state-
ment by the poll panel a few
days back announcing action
against more than 2,100 regis-
tered unrecognised political
parties for flouting rules and
election law, including those
related to filing of monetary
contributions, failing to update
their address and names of
office bearers. It had said
some of these parties were
indulging in "serious" financial
impropriety.
The poll panel had noted that
87 RUPPs had failed to update

their address of communica-
tion as mandated by law.
These parties were found to
be non-existent after physical
verification carried out by the
chief electoral officers of the
respective states, sources
said.
On Thursday, the EC shared a
list of the RUPPs whose names
have been deleted.
The Commission had carried
out such exercises in the past,
too, sources said. A party
aggrieved by the EC's action
can approach the chief chief
electoral officer concerned for
redress with "evidences of
existence".
If these 87 RUPPs fail to take
remedial steps, they render
themselves liable to be "not
entitled to have benefits under
the Symbols Order, 1968,
including allocation of com-
mon symbol."

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI): 

The CBI on Thursday
filed a charge sheet
against former
Maharashtra home minis-
ter Anil Deshmukh and
others in connection with
its probe into the Rs 100
crore bribery allegations
levelled by former
Mumbai Police
Commissioner Param Bir
Singh against him, offi-
cials said.

The move comes a day
after a special court in
Mumbai allowed a plea of
dismissed police officer
Sachin Waze to turn an ap-
prover and seek pardon in
the case. In his application
filed before the special CBI
court, Waze claimed he

had co-operated with the
CBI before and after his ar-
rest, following which his
confessional statement
was recorded before a
magistrate under provi-
sions of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC).

The CBI has filed its
charge sheet before a spe-
cial court in Mumbai
against Deshmukh and his
personal staff members
Sanjeev Palande and
Kundan Shinde under

charges of criminal con-
spiracy and provisions of
Prevention of Corruption
Act. The agency had
booked Deshmukh and
others under IPC sections
related to criminal con-
spiracy and section of
Prevention of Corruption
Act for "attempt to obtain
undue advantage for im-
proper and dishonest per-
formance of public duty".

After he was removed
from Mumbai Police
Commissioner's post,
Singh, in a letter to Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, had alleged
Deshmukh had asked him
to extort over Rs 100 crore
a month from bars and
restaurants of Mumbai,
they said.

Bengaluru, June 02 (PTI):

Congress President
Sonia Gandhi, who has
tested positive for COVID-
19 and isolated herself, is
determined to appear be-
fore the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on June
eight in connection with a
money laundering case,
the party General
Secretary Randeep
Surjewala said on
Thursday.

Addressing reporters on
the sidelines of the
Karnataka Congress'
'Nava Sankalpa Shivir'
here, he said, "She is per-
fectly alright and recover-
ing." Surjewala said Sonia
Gandhi has been meeting
a series of leaders and ac-
tivists over the past one
week, and some of them
have tested positive for
COVID. "Sonia Gandhi last

evening developed a very
mild fever, consequently
she was tested and she has
also tested positive," he
said.

Surjewala said as of
today the Congress
President is determined to
appear before the ED on
June 8.

"She hopes to recover by
then; if there is any other
and further information,
we shall inform you," he
added.

Gandhinagar, Jun 02 (PTI): 

Patidar leader Hardik
Patel on Thursday joined
the BJP in Gujarat, two
weeks after quitting the
Congress.

The move comes months
ahead of the Gujarat
Assembly elections, where
the BJP seeks to retain
power. Polls to the 182-mem-
ber House are due by the
end of this year.

Speaking to reporters
later, Patel, once a vocal
critic of the BJP and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
said he joined the BJP with-
out any expectation of get-
ting a poll ticket and that he
would serve as a "common
worker" and "soldier" of the
party. He also said that he
left the Congress as it "does
not respect people's senti-
ments and distances itself

from religious issues con-
cerning crores of Hindus".

Patel, 28, was welcomed
into the party fold by BJP's
Gujarat unit president C R
Paatil and former deputy
chief minister Nitin Patel.
His induction ceremony
took place at BJP's state
unit headquarters
'Kamalam' here. Patel had
gained prominence in 2015
after he led the agitation
seeking reservation for the
Patidar community in the
state.

Varanasi (UP), Jun 02 (PTI): 

A disciple of Shankaracharya
Swami Swaroopanand
Saraswati Thursday announced
that he and his followers will
offer prayers at a Shivling',
which was claimed to be found
in the Gyanvapi complex during
a court-monitored survey of the
premises, on June 4. Swami
Avimukteshwaranand also said
if the administration stops them
from offering prayers, he would
inform the Shankaracharya and
follow his instructions. Swami
Swaroopanand Saraswati is the
Shankaracharya of Dwarka
Sharada Peetham in Gujarat
and the Jyotir Math in
Badrinath. "The decision of the

Dharmacharya is final on the
matter of Dharma (religion). As
the Supreme Court defines law,
dharma is defined by
'Dharmacharya'. In Sanatan
Dharma, Shankaracharya is the
biggest 'acharya' and
Swaroopanand is the senior-
most," he told reporters here.
"In Gyanvapi, 'Vishwanath Ji'
(Lord Shiva) has been found and
we are gathering material for
prayers on behalf of Hindu com-
munity," he told reporters here.

Hanumangarh, Jun 02 (PTI):

Vijay Kumar had
tied the knot in
February this year
and was supposed
to come back to his
native place here
for 10-15 days next
month.

But the destiny willed
otherwise, said his father
Om Prakash Beniwal on
Thursday after his son was
shot dead by terrorists in-
side a bank in Kashmir's
Kulgam district. Kumar, a
resident of Bhagwan vil-
lage here, worked as a
manger with Ellaqui

Dehati Bank at Areh
Mohanpora branch
in the south
Kashmir district. He
was posted there re-
cently. "He had called
recently and prom-
ised to come home
for 10-15 days in July.

We wanted him to settle
down in Rajasthan but the
destiny was something
else," said Beniwal, who is
a government school-
teacher. Kumar's family
members and wife were in
a deep shock when they
heard the news. His father
said Kumar had married in
February this year.

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI): 

The Centre plans to set up a
grievance appellate committee
to look into appeals filed by
individuals against decisions of
grievance officers of social
media platforms.
Besides, the panel has to dis-
pose of the appeals within 30
days of receiving them and its
decision will be binding on the
intermediaries or the large
social media companies con-
cerned, according to a notifica-
tion to amend the Information
Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. The
proposed move assumes signifi-
cance against the backdrop of
instances of accounts, including
that of celebrities, being
blocked by social media plat-
forms such as Twitter for
alleged violation of respective
community guidelines.

Wary of cross-voting, Haryana
Cong herds MLAs in Raipur resort

POACHING FEAR IN RS POLLS

The Congress has 31 votes
required to win the election
for the second seat, but its
MLA Kuldeep Bishnoi has not
turned up at the CLP meeting
convened by the party recent-
ly to support the candidature
of Maken. The Congress may
also get support from inde-
pendents. The BJP has 40
MLAs and the JJP has 10,
leaving the alliance with 19
additional votes. They have to
get 12 additional votes and
are wooing the INLD which
has one seat, seven independ-
ents and one HLP seat.
Sharma is hoping that in case
he manages to get two
Congress votes in cross-vot-
ing, he can make it home with
the help of second preference
votes of the BJP. 

Tricky equations.....

BLOW ON FAMILY BUDGET

No LPG subsidy to households
̈ Rs 200 LPG dole

limited to Ujjwala
beneficiaries
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100 CR BRIBERY CASE

CBI files charge sheet
against Anil Deshmukh 

NON-EXISTENT PARTIES

87 registered unrecognised
parties struck off EC’s list

JCC (J) candidate’s nomination
papers rejected after scrutiny

The nomination of Bhardwaj ji
has been rejected unconstitu-
tionally and illegally. We will
approach the High Court seek-
ing to halt the election process
for Rajya Sabha in the state,
Jogi said. As per the
Representation of the People
Act, the independent candidate
for RS should be proposed by
10 per cent of the total mem-
bers of the Assembly. If candi-
dates are fielded by recognised
national or regional political
parties, then the candidature
should be proposed by at least
10% of the candidate's party's
strength in the House, he said.

Will move HC: 
Amit Jogi

DEFENCE INVESTITURE CEREMONY

President Ram Nath Kovind presents Shaurya Chakra (Posthumous) to Wing Commander (Now Group
Captain) Varun Singh, during Defence Investiture Ceremony - 2, at Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi. 

Govt to amend
social media rules

‘Sonia to appear before ED on Jun 8’

Congress President Sonia
Gandhi on Thursday tested
positive for COVID-19 and
has isolated herself, the
party said. Congress chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said she had
developed a mild fever on
Wednesday evening and
was found COVID positive
on testing this morning.
He said the Congress
President has been meeting
leaders and activists over
the last week, some of
whom have been found
COVID positive.
In a series of tweets,
Surjewala said,"Congress
president had developed
mild fever and COVID symp-
toms last evening. On test-
ing, she has been found to
be COVID positive."

Sonia tests positive
for COVID-19

Kulgam Killing

Vijay Kumar tied the knot
in Feb, was planning trip

back home in July

FRESH CONTROVERSY

Hindu seer plans to offer
prayers at Gyanvapi Shivling

Hardik Patel joins BJP in election year

̈ On Saturday

Congress MLAs from Haryana boarding a bus after landing at
Swami Vivekananda airport by a charter flight on Thursday.

Speaking at a press conference
after joining the ruling party,
Patel said, "BJP works in the
interest of the nation and I will
work as a common worker.
Congress doesn't respect the
sentiments of people. That
party used to distance itself
from religious issues concern-
ing crores of Hindus. That is
the reason why I left Congress.
I urge leaders of other parties
to join BJP and contribute
towards nation building." The
former Patidar quota spear-
head claimed it was is "home
coming" for him as his late
father Bharatbhai Patel used to
work for former Gujarat chief
minister Anandiben Patel when
she contested the Assembly
poll from Mandal seat in 1990s.

‘Will work as ‘soldier’
under PM Modi's

leadership’
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Garib Kalyan Sammelan held at Kamdhenu University in Anjora
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 02: Under the
aegis of Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Anjora Durg, the
'Garib Kalyan Sammelan'
under the Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsava was organized
at the College of
Veterinary Medicine and
Animal Husbandry in
Anjora. The chief guest of
the program was Vijay
Baghel, MP, Durg. The pro-
gram was presided over by
Dr (Col) NP Dakshinkar,
Vice Chancellor, Dau Sri
Vasudev Chandrakar
Kamdhenu University.

The special guests of
the program were
Vidyaratan Bhasin, MLA
Vaishalinagar, Shankar
Lal Devangan, BJP
District General Secretary
and Sangita Sahu,
Sarpanch, Gram
Panchayat, Anjora (b).

At the outset, the gath-
ering watched the live
broadcast of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's

interaction with the bene-
ficiaries of public welfare
schemes and the 11th in-
stallment transfer pro-
gram of PM Kisan.

The program was for-
mally inaugurated after
Saraswati Puja by the
chief guest. Baghel and
other dignitaries visited
the exhibition put up by
the University's depart-
ments of Agriculture,
Horticulture, Animal
Husbandry and Fisheries.

The Chief Guest, in his
address, gave detailed in-
formation about the pub-
lic welfare schemes and

inspired the farmers to
move towards agriculture
as well as animal hus-
bandry, fisheries, horticul-
ture and towards natural
farming and work in col-
laboration with other de-
partments. He urged them
to take maximum benefits
of the public welfare
schemes.

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Dr Dakshinkar
called upon the farmers
for poison-free farming by
using cow dung, cow
urine, etc. Special Guest
Vidyaratan Bhasin ap-
prised the poor about the

benefits of direct bank
transfer and all the
schemes under the Garib
Kalyan Yojana. Director
Extension of the
University, Dr RP Tiwari
in his welcome address
spoke about the outline of
the programme.

Dr RK Sonawane,
Registrar, Dau Sri
Vasudev Chandrakar
Kamdhenu University, Dr
SK Tiwari, Dean,
Veterinary and Animal
Husbandry College,
Anjora and various direc-
tors of the university,
Professors and staff were

present. The program was
conducted by Dr Nisha
Sharma of Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Anjora while Dr
Vikas Khune (Program
Coordinator) proposed the
vote of thanks. Officers /
staff of Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Anjora and
Veterinary College and
the media in-charge of the
university, Dr Dilip
Chaudhary made com-
mendable contributions
for making the pro-
gramme successful. More
than 500 farmers of the
district attended the pro-
gramme.

Karm and Pali Shiromani awards
given away in Merchant Mill

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0022::  Karm Shiromani and
Pali Shiromani awards were given
away on May 27, 2022 in SAIL-
BSP's Merchant Mill. Ajay Bedi,
CGM (Merchant Mill & Wire Rod
Mill) was the Chief Guest on the oc-
casion. RG Dalal, GM (Merchant
Mill) and Section Incharges were
present on the occasion.
Employees are shortlisted for this
award for innovations, better re-
source utilisation, following Safety
standards etc at the workplace. A
certificate, letter of appreciation
and a sweet packet was given to
Karm Shiromani awardees while
Pali Shiromani awardees are addi-
tionally presented with an Apron.

Employees of SAIL-BSP's
Merchant Mill were given the Karm
and Pali Shiromani in May 2022.
Ajay Bedi, CGM (Merchant mill &
Wire rod Mill) felicitated Jogesh

Joshi, Asst Roller and MVVJ Surya
Prakash, M/Optv (Crane) with the
Pali Shiromani awards while
Kishore Kumar Goswami, Asst
Roller cum Sr Optv, Sushanto
Gupta, Optv (Services), Ashish
Kumar, Sr Tech(Mech), Sajir
Ahmad, Sr Tech(Mech), Tirat Ram
Shau, Sr Tech (Elect) and Satish
Kuamr Aggarwal, Sr Optv (Pulpit)
were given the Karm Shiromani
awards for their exemplary per-
formance.  

Ajay Bedi, CGM (Merchant mill
& Wire rod Mill) presented an ap-
preciation letter, memento and
sweets to the awardees. Bedi em-
phasised the usage of PPE's and
optimally utilising resources at the
workplace.  37 Karm Shiromani
awards and 14 Pali Shiromani
awards have been given so far in
Merchant Mill. The programme
was compered by Rajeev Kumar,
DGM (Pers-Mills Zone 1).

2nd session under the info-sharing
e-forum ‘Info-Bytes’ organised

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0022::  The second session
under the information - sharing e
- forum 'Info-Bytes', launched re-
cently by HRD Department of BSP
was successfully conducted in vir-
tual mode (Zoom) on June 01,
2022. A presentation was made
therein by BSP's Champion Team
in SAIL level 'Chairman's Trophy
for Young Managers Competition:
2021-22' consisting of AP Pansari,
AGM (F&A), Md Naushad Alam,
AGM (Vigilance) and Manoj Kr
Shrivastava, AGM (projects) on
the Competition theme 'Achieving
World Class Project Management:
Issues & challenges in SAIL'. The
presentation was followed by dis-
cussions. 

It is notable that this forum
was launched with the prime ob-
jective of domain - specific infor-
mation sharing, preferably by
young managers in the organiza-

tion. During the inaugural session
conducted recently, the presenta-
tion was made on 'Increase in
RBI's Repo rate and implications
for us' by two young executives
from F&A Department, Rahul
Choudhary and Praveen Yadav,
Asst Managers. 

The second session was graced
Dr SK Issar, ED (M&HS), KK
Singh, ED (P&A), AK Bhatta, ED
(Proj & MM), Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), Dr AK Panda, CGM I/C
(F&A), along with CGMs and other
senior executives. All of them con-
gratulated the Champion team
and shared their valuable inputs
with the participants connected
online. The informative and en-
riching session proceedings were
summarized by Sanjay Dhar, CGM
(HRD&BE), who also proposed the
vote of thanks. The session was
anchored by Amulya Priyadarshi,
GM (HRD).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 02: Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit (ACCU)
Durg and Jamul Police
Station arrested a person
on charges of duping his
fellow worker through a
digital payment mobile
app. Taking advantage of
the victim's ignorance, he
downloaded and activated
the Google Pay app in the
victim's mobile phone and
used it for purchasing a mo-
bile phone and transferring
cash.

It needs to be mentioned
here that SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava had recently re-
viewed the online fraud
cases in the district and
had directed the ACCU and
teams of all the police sta-
tions to take quick action in
cases of online fraud and
make all efforts to save the

lost money of the victims.
Acting on the directions

of SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
and under the supervision
of Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, City
Superintendent of Police
(Chhawani) Kaushalendra
Dev Patel and Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Nassar Siddiqui,
the teams of Jamul Police
Station led by Inspector
Yakub Menon and ACCU
team led by Inspector
Santosh Mishra solved one
such case.

The victim Dhaneshwar
Ram Sahu of village
Surdung had filed a com-
plaint at Police Station
Jamul regarding unidenti-
fied withdrawals of Rs
46,500 from his bank ac-
count. The cyber cell col-
lected information about

the unidentified transac-
tions and came to know
that the money was trans-
ferred to three different
bank accounts through
Google Pay.

Information regarding
transfer was received and
the applicant's ID was ob-
tained. Google Pay was cre-

ated using the email ID of
one Vicky Nishad. When
questioned, the victim
Dhaneshwar Sahu in-
formed that he never made
an account of Google Pay
in his mobile. He added
that a few days ago he had
given his mobile phone to a
fellow worker Vicky

Nishad to get it repaired.
On suspicion, Vicky

Nishad was strictly inter-
rogated. Initially he tried
to mislead the police team
but during sustained inter-
rogation, he confessed to
have committed the crime.
He disclosed that
Dhaneshwar had given
him the mobile phone to
get it repaired. While
checking the mobile phone
after repairing, he found
Dhaneshwar's ID, Bank
ATM card photo etc in the
photo gallery of the mobile
phone.

Dhaneswar's SIM was
also inserted in the mobile.
Using this data, Vicky cre-
ated a Google Pay account
in Dhaneshwar's mobile
but used his own email id
for activating it. Thereafter
he bought a new mobile
phone and made the pay-

ment from this Google Pay
account. While working
with the victim, he took his
mobile at different times
and transferred money on-
line to another bank ac-
count.

Police seized a mobile
phone from Vicky which
was bought with the duped
money. The accused in-
formed that he had spent
the remaining money on
online games. Sub
Inspector Vishnu Prasad
Choubey of Jamul Police
Station Jamul, ASI Shamit
Mishra, Head Constable
Chandrashekhar Banjeer,
Constable Javed Khan,
Arvind Mishra, Avon
Banchore, Satyendra
Madhariya, Rinku Soni
and Anil Singh from Anti
Crime and Cyber Unit
Durg played vital role in
solving the case.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 02: On the oc-
casion of World No-
Tobacco Day, rallies and
other awareness pro-
grammes were organized
by newly constituted
Bharat Mata Vahini and
villagers in all the three de-
velopment blocks of the
district. Drug de-addiction
chariot was taken out in
Gram Panchayat Anjora (b)
of Janpad Panchayat Durg.

The rally moved across
Bazar Chowk, bus stand
and ended near the coun-
try liquor shop. A public
meeting was held here
which was addressed by
Janpad Member Harendra
and Gram Panchayat
Sarpanch Makhan Sahu.

They appealed to the vil-
lagers to stay away from
drugs and other intoxi-
cants.

In this episode, various
rallies were also organized
in urban bodies also. One
such program was organ-
ized at Kalyani De-addic-
tion Center, Bhilai.
Superintendent of Police

Dr Abhishek Pallava was
present as chief guest.

In the awareness pro-
grams organized on World
No Tobacco Day, the ac-
tivists distributed pam-
phlets, brochures etc.
Villagers and office bear-
ers of Bharat Mata Vahini
groups participated in the
programmes.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 02: 'Hum bhi
hai tayyar'- a Civil Defence
workshop was organised
by SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's HRDC for spouses
of non-executive employ-
ees on May 30, 2022. The
programme covered a
wide gamut of topics in-
cluding Disaster
Management, First Aid,
Electrical and Home
Safety etc.

Any incident or acci-
dent at home is witnessed
by the home-maker first.
Taking decisions during
emergency situations,
being secure, taking help
and keeping one's morale
high during such testing

times is the need of the
hour. 'Hum bhi hai tayyar',
a Civil Defence workshop
trained the home-makers
to deal with adverse situa-
tions.

The programme was
conducted under the guid-
ance of Sanjay Dhar, Civil

Defence Officer and CGM
(HRD & BE) by trainers
Swatantra Kumar,
M/Optv and Staff Officer,
Civil Defence, Surendra
Nandeshwar, Sr Tech (Mer
Mill). Swatantra Kumar
talked about the history of
Civil Defence, its objec-

tives, dealing with emer-
gencies etc., while
Surendra Nandeshwar ex-
pressed his views on res-
cue operations. Chandra
Shekhar Soni, M/Tech
(Forge & SS shop) briefed
the participants about
First Aid.

Sanjay Dhar shared that
housewives have an im-
portant role to play in the
productivity and safety of
Bhilai Steel Plant. The pro-
gramme was coordinated
by Swatantra Kumar,
M/Optv and Staff Officer,
Civil Defence.

Book release
organised at

Rungta College

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 02: The pro-
fessors of Rungta College
of Science and Technology
(RCST) and Rungta
Institute of Science and
Management (RISM) of
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions (SRGI) togeth-
er published two books, in
which the first book is
Mathematics Simplified
and the second book is
Business Statistics. In au-
thoring these two books,

Prof Sherin Kausher, Prof
Maheshwari Sahu, Prof
Kajal Dewangan and Prof
Rupali Sheel Kundu had an
integral contribution.
These books were released
from hands of Sanjay
Rungta, Chairman of the
Group. On this occasion,
Director Saket Rungta,
Assistant Director Shajid
Ansari, Principals Dr
Tripti Agarwal Jain and
Dr Anurag Sharma en-
couraged the intellectual
culture at the organization.

TU leaders camp at mortuary to ensure proper
compensation for bereaved family 

Bhilai, Jun 02: Trade
Unions had to struggle yet
again for the rights of the
bereaved family members
of the contract worker
who died in an accident at
Bhilai Steel Plant on
Wednesday. Senior
Corporator Bashisht
Narayan Mishra,
Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union (CITU)
General Secretary Yogesh
Kumar Soni, AICCTU
leader Jai Prakash Nair,
Congress leader Arun
Singh Sisodia and other

union leaders camped in-
front of the mortuary to
create pressure on the
management as well as the
contractor for ensuring
proper compensation for
the bereaved family. They
had to raise their voice re-
peatedly to ensure compli-
ance of the existing rules.
The family members,
friends and relatives of the
deceased had also gath-
ered at JLN Hospital's
mortuary. They agreed to
accept the body only when
the management provided
an offer letter for  compas-
sionate appointment and
the contractor provided Rs
3 lakh compensation.

The Bhilai Steel Plant
Management will provide
compassionate appoint-
ment to a dependent of the
deceased contract worker
Rahul Upadhyay. Also,
under ESIC the depend-
ents will be eligible for
pension of about 90% of

the salary i.e. equal to the
minimum wage per
month. The amount of
pension will be paid to the
dependent child up to the
age of 25 years and to the
wife along with the de-
pendent parents.
According to the rules of
EDLI, the bereaved family
will also get an insurance
compensation of between
Rs 2.5 lakh to 6 lakh. The
contractor immediately
provided Rs One lakh cash
and a cheque of Rs 2 lakhs
as compensation.

Apart from the family
members of the deceased
contract worker Rahul
Upadhyaya, a large num-
ber of labourers had gath-
ered at the mortuary of
Sector-9 Hospital. They
were very angry with the
attitude of the manage-
ment and the contractor.
Bashistha Narayan
Mishra made the workers
aware of their rights.
Bashisht said that it is the
duty of the management
to provide regular perma-
nent job in the plant to the

dependent of the deceased
worker. Along with this,
pension will be given
against the contribution of
ESIC, PF etc. The plant
management and the con-
tractor do not give any spe-
cial favour but whatever
compensation is provided
to the dependents is the
hard earned money of the
labourer. It is also the duty
of the dependent, who gets
a job, to take care of the
children, parents and fam-
ily members 

It could be recollected
here that a contract work-
er Rahul Upadhyaya was
killed while his companion
Parmeshwar Sikka was fa-
tally injured in a work-
place mishap which oc-
curred at Bhilai Steel Plant
on Wednesday. The inci-
dent occurred at the Blast
Furnace #7, which is shut
down for the last eight
months for capital repairs.
Blast Furnace # 7 was

taken down for Capital
Repair on 18.08.2021. Today,
during the ongoing capital
repair, welding activities
were being undertaken in
the Air Lifting Chamber
No. 2 of SGP by 2 workers
of Ms Aman Construction
when a burst of flame oc-
curred around 12 noon.
Parameshwar Sikka, aged
26 years who suffered burn
injuries was brought to
Main Medical Post from
where he was immediately
shifted to Burn Unit of the
Plant's JLN Hospital & RC,
where he is under treat-
ment.

Rahul Upadhyay, aged 32
years was brought to Main
Medical Post where doc-
tors declared him "brought
dead". Investigations are
being carried out to find
out the reasons why the
burst of flame occurred in-
spite of the furnace being
down for repairs for eight
months.

̈ Management offers
compassionate
employment; 
contractor gives 
Rs 3 lakh aid 

̈ Despite the statutory
provision, workers
have to struggle for
their rights 

‘Hum bhi hai tayyar’ workshop organised 
for home makers by HRDC

Awareness rallies taken
out on No-Tobacco Day

Fellow worker dupes man through digital payment app 

RMP 3
records best
ever monthly 
performance
BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0022:: RMP 3
of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant has recorded
best ever monthly
performance in May
2022 by producing
41,260 T, shattering
the previous best
ever month record of
40,397 T in March
2022. RMP 3 team
with associated
shops that has been
working hand in hand
with main production
shops, ensuring its
contribution in steel
making, had pro-
duced 23,994 T in
May 2021. 
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WALL-PAINTING

The wall-painting near the auditorium is being re-decorated with colourful paints
here on Thursday.

Kawardha, Jun 02:
Kawardha police has got a
major success in nabbing
the absconding Director of
PACL Chit Fund Company
who cheated people in the
name of doubling their in-
vestment and ran away
with cash of around Rs
6.50 crore.

It is notable here that in
City Kotwali in Kawardha,
there are two cases filed
against PACL Chit Fund
Company  from 2015-17. In

this case has been filed
against total 14 accused.
Prior to this the Police had
arrested five accused of
this Chit Fund Company
and search for others was
underway.

As per information in
this regard, PACL Director
Joginder Singh had cheat-
ed around 3800 persons of
the District promising
them of doubling their

amount and ran away with
cash worth Rs 6.50 crore.
The search for this ab-
sconding director was
going on for last many
years. It was learnt that
the accused Joginder
Tiger hails from Punjab
and had come to Delhi for
some work.

It was here that the
Kawardha police got an in-
formation that Joginder
Singh had come to Delhi
and on this they left for
Delhi and arrested  him as
per the location given and
now have brought him to
Kawardha. The police is
still searching for other ac-
cused in this case.

Director of PACL Chit Fund
Co arrested

Had cheated 3800
persons of cash
worth Rs 6.50 cr

Raipur, Jun 02: Union
Women and Child
Development Minister
Smriti Irani will chair a
sub-zonal meeting being
organized on June 04 at
10 am at Lalit Mahal,
Serikhedi, Raipur.

MPs, Women and
Child Development and
Social Welfare
Ministers, MLAs and

concerned Principal
Secretaries, Secretaries,
Directors from
Chhattisgarh, West
Bengal and Odisha will
attend the meeting.

Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence is being
celebrated by the
Government of India to
commemorate the com-
pletion of 75 years of in-
dependence. Zonal and
sub-zonal meetings are
being organized all over
the country under Amrit
Mahotsav to fulfill the
objectives of the next 25
years.

Smriti Irani to chair
sub-zonal meeting
in Raipur on June 4 

MPs, Ministers,
MLAs of Ch’garh,
WB and Odisha to
attend

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 02: The new
academic session of
schools in Chhattisgarh is
going to begin on 15th
June. Apart from teachers
and students, the officers
will also visit schools with
opening of the schools to
monitor arrangements,
teachers and children’s at-
tendance and implementa-
tion of government
schemes. The officers will
submit report about
schools after inspection.

The report will be sub-
mitted through the District
Education Officer, Joint

Director to the
Departmental Secretary.
School Education
Secretary Dr S
Bharathidasan has in-
structed to pay special at-
tention to the attendance of
teachers and students in
the new academic session.
He has asked to ensure im-
plementation of various
schemes run in the depart-
ment in the new academic
session. For this, the offi-
cers of the School
Education Department
have been directed to con-
duct surprise inspection
and monitor educational
institutions 15th June to
15th July.

It has been directed by
the School Education
Department that all the in-
specting officers will look

at 100% attendance of
teachers, staff and stu-
dents during surprise in-
spection from 15th June to
15th July. Disciplinary ac-
tion will be taken as per the
rules against the teachers
who are found absent.

During inspection the of-
ficers will monitor imple-
mentation of various de-
partmental schemes like
Swami Atmanand
Excellent English and
Hindi Medium School,
Free Textbook
Distribution, Free Uniform
Distribution, Free Bicycle
Distribution, Mid-day
Meal, Admission under
RTE, Scholarship, Mahtari
Dular Yojna, Status of
School Building, Toilet and
functioning of Balwadi
(pre-school) Centres.

New academic session to begin on 15th June 
Officers to visit
schools for inspec-
tion with opening

Raipur, Jun 02: Gourab
Kumar Agarwal, an alum-
nus of HNLU brings laurel
to his Alma Mater with his
selection in the Union
Public Service
Commission exams of 2021
securing 86th Rank in the
All India merit list. He
achieved this remarkable
success in his second at-
tempt.

A meritorious student
since the day he entered
the hallowed portals of
HNLU in the Batch of 2015-
20, Gourab interned with
prominent law firms like
P.S Billimoria, Amrita and
Debesh Panda, and
Khaitan&Co. While at
HNLU, Gourab participat-
ed enthusiastically in all

extracurricular activities.
He was known for his clari-
ty in thought during the
various Moot Court compe-
titions that he participated
in. He was a keen quizzer
and won laurels  in the
many quiz competitions
that he took part in. With a
keen interest in social
work, he was always first to

volunteer for Fundraising
activities and worked tire-
lessly in raising funds
with the non-profit organi-
sation Increasing Diversity
by Increasing Access to
Legal Education (IDIA).
While at HNLU he also at-
tended the winter school
organised by The Network
of International Law
Students on International
Dispute Settlements.

After his noteworthy
achievement, Gourab post-
ed this on the social media
“It was a long and tiring
journey but fruitful at the
end. This would have not
been possible without the
constant support and guid-
ance from my family,
friends and my teachers. I

would strive to fulfil, with
dignity and integrity, all
my responsibilities and du-
ties that would be bestowed
upon me during my career
and do complete justice to
my post as a public ser-
vant”

Commenting on his feat,
the Vice Chancellor of
HNLU, Prof (Dr.) V C
Vivekanandan remarked
that “Mr. Gourab Kumar
Agarwal joins the illustri-
ous rank of public policy
wonks from HNLU and the
entire HNLU fraternity
wishes him success in his
service to the Nation.”
HNLU is proud of his selec-
tion and achievement and
wishes him the very best in
his career.

Gourab Kumar Agarwal secured
86th All India Rank in UPSC-2021 Raipur, Jun 02: Realizing

the need for a close linkage
in terms of research and
academic activities, Indian
Institute of Technology
Bhilai signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding with CSIR -
AMPRI (Advanced
Materials and Processes
Research Institute),
Bhopal. The MoU envis-
ages multiple mutual re-
search and academic inter-
ests including joint re-
search projects, seminars,
symposia, conferences and
workshops besides other
common areas of re-
search.

Dignitaries from CSIR-
AMPRI, Dr. S.K.S. Rathore
(Chief Scientist), Dr.
Manish Mudgal (Senior
Principal Scientist) and
Shri Hare Ram Kushwaha

(Administrative Advisor)
were present during the
signing. IIT Bhilai was rep-
resented by Prof. Rajat
Moona (Director), Dr.
Jayesh Chandra S. Pai
(Registrar), Dr.
BarunGorain (Faculty In-
charge, Dean of Research

and Development) and
heads of various depart-
ments and staff members.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prof. Moona high-
lighted the need to enter
into such collaborations
and emphasized that a
joint project on

Computational Material
Science may also be ex-
plored. The signing of the
MoU was followed by a de-
tailed presentation by Dr.
Manish Mudgal, where he
highlighted existing re-
search in the area of ce-
ment, including geo-poly-
mer concrete and advanced
radiation shielding aggre-
gate and concrete.
Following the presenta-
tion, a discussion session
was held where both par-
ties attempted to chart pos-
sible collaborations in the
fields of their expertise. IIT
Bhilai envisages that it will
cater to the basic research
needs of CSIR-AMPRI
while CSIR-AMPRI will ex-
plore the possibilities of
translating the research
into practice for the benefit
of industry and society.

IIT Bhilai and CSIR-AMPRI sign MoU

It gives me immense
pleasure to introduce
Divyanjali Jaiswal, for
her merit and meticulous
planning. At the outset,
let me make it clear that I
don’t wish to take any
credit as an English tu-
ition teacher, for all that
she has achieved and
more to come. Being her
tuition teacher for four
years, I had the good for-
tune to hone her skills in
English. What I admired
the most about her, was
her penchant for improv-
ing her vocabulary and
expressions. Being the
daughter of a Professor,
she had great respect and
regards for all teachers,
be it her tutors at
Abhishek Tutorials or
her beloved teachers at
The Radiant Way School
and NIT, Raipur.

Being very humble and

down to earth, Divyanjali
candidly confesses that
the desire to try for UPSC
became stronger when
she was in her final year
at NIT though the initial
inspiration had already
been sown when she
would listen to some mer-
itorious students trying
for the same, like Akshay
Pillay for that matter,

even when she was in her
Class XII board class
English tuition, under my
tutelage. She also gives
credit to her parents, who
persuaded her to try for
Civil Service as she had
the rare distinction to be
good, both in Science and
Arts. With a revelation,
she confesses that the
panelists at the final in-
terview, particularly liked
her opinion that all lan-
guages are important and
we must give due credit
not only to English but
also to other regional lan-
guages.

As an alumni of The
Radiant Way School, she
thanks all her teachers
and particularly to Mrs.
Bhavna Dubey Ma’am,
the Principal, who also
taught her English.
According to her, the
formative years at her

alma mater definitely
helped her to scale the
height of success. On
being asked if going to
Delhi to get the IAS
coaching, she opined that
though she stayed there
for around 10 months, it
was the net that helped
her the most.

On an average, she
studied around 10 hours
to crack this epic exam.
She got the 216th rank in
her 3rd attempt. She feels
that reading between the
lines is very important.
While answering the
question of the panelists,
she utilised it very im-
pressively.

(The following is an
excerpt of the inter-
view with Divyanjali
Jaiwal, 216th Rank, All
India Rank in UPSC,
2021 by Sanjay Kumar
Mishra)

Reading between the lines is very
important: Divyanjali

Raipur, Jun 02: The selec-
tion test for admission in
class 9th in Prayas
Residential Schools being
run under Late Rajiv
Gandhi Bal Bhavishya
Suraksha Yojana was con-
ducted on 17th April 2022.
Students who have
cleared this examination
will be required to sub-
mit choice filling form
with all the certificates
for admission in the
schools till 13th June.

Scheduled Tribe and
Scheduled Caste

Development Department
has informed that stu-
dents qualifying the selec-
tion examination will have
to contact assistant com-
missioners, tribal develop-
ment in the districts
where they appeared in

the examination for ad-
mission in Prayas schools.
The category wise list of
students selected for ad-
mission in class 9th is
available on the depart-
mental website
tribal.cg.gov.in.

Choice filling for admission in class 9th in Prayas till June 13

Open School
exam result today
Raipur, Jun 02: The re-
sult of the High School
and Higher Secondary
Main and Attempt
Examinations 2022 organ-
ized by the Chhattisgarh
State Open School will be
released on 3rd June at 12
noon on the website of
Chhattisgarh State Open
School sos.cg.nic.in and
result.cg.nic.in.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0022:: Six committees
were formed on the second day
session of the two-day Nav
Sankalp Chintan Shivir work-
shop of Congress to implement
the decisions taken by Udaipur
Chintan Shivir in the state. 

Minister Dr Premsai Singh,
MP Deepak Baij, PCC Vice
President Pratima Chandrakar,
MLA Vinay Jaiswal,
Balodabazar District Congress
President Hitendra Thakur pre-
sented their reports in the dis-
cussion of the first committee.
The second committee dis-
cussed the district level padya-
tra to be taken out by the
Congress on the instructions of
AICC, in which Minister Dr
Shivkumar Dahria, MP Jyotsna
Mahant, Mineral Corporation
Chairman Girish Devangan,
MLA Laljit Singh Rathia, Durg
Rural President Nirmal Kosare
presented their reports. 

During the discussion of
third committee the Minister
Mohammad Akbar, MP
Phoolodevi Netam, Khadi
Board Chairman Rajendra
Tiwari, MLA Vinod Chandrakar,
State General Secretary

Chandrashekhar Shukla pre-
sented reports on the discus-
sion on the padyatra to mark
75th anniversary of independ-
ence.

Minister Amarjit Bhagat,
MLA Dhanendra Sahu, MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma, State
Officer Yashvardhan Rao and
Raipur Mayor Aijaz Dhebar pre-
sented reports on discussions
on movements in the fourth
committee. Senior Minister
Ravindra Choubey, MLA Arun
Vora, State Office Bearer
Seema Verma, District
President Vijay Kesharwani,
Youth Commission President
Jitendra Mudaliar presented
reports on the discussion on
the announcements of the fifth
committee sankalp shivir.

Minister Jaisingh Agarwal,
MLA Daleshwar Sahu,
Corporation Board Chairman
Pankaj Sharma, Mayor Safira

Sahu, District Panchayat
President Hemant Dhruv pre-
sented reports on the discus-
sion on the organization of the
Sixth Committee District level
Nav-Sankalp Shivir.

Minister Guru Rudra Kumar,
State Office Bearer Arjun
Tiwari, MLA Lakshmi Dhruva,
District President Rakesh
Gupta, District Panchayat
President Harish Kawasi
Lakhma presented reports on
discussion on Bharat Jodo
Yatra (Kashmir to
Kanyakumari) from October 2
in Seventh Committee.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel also gave necessary
directions in the programme
and called for preparations for
2023 as well as 2024 elections.
He stressed the need for going

to the public highlighting
achievements and plans of the
state government. He also
called for making people aware
of the failures of the Modi gov-
ernment. He gave a detailed
lecture regarding the decisions
of Udaipur Chintan Shivir and
its implementation in
Chhattisgarh.

State in-charge PL Punia
said that the decisions of
Udaipur Chintan Shivir will
strengthen the party. He also
called for strengthening the
organization up to the booth
level and paving way for return
of Congress government in
Chhattisgarh again in 2023 and
winning 11 Lok Sabha seats of
Chhattisgarh in 2024 by pro-
jecting the works of the state
government. PCC Chief Mohan

Markam, while presenting the
Presidential report on the find-
ings of the two-day Chintan
Shivir, said that each and every
instruction of Udaipur Nav
Chintan Shivir will be followed
literally. A 75 km padyatra will
be taken out in all assembly
constituencies of the state.
Appointments will be made
from all the zones of the organ-
ization to the state posts In 180
days, he added.

Nav Sankalp Chintan Shivir
workshop will be organized in
all the districts. Bharat Jodo
Padyatra will be taken out and
a big event will be held in the
capital on the 75th anniversary
of independence and it has also
been decided to hold mandato-
ry meetings of the zone on 7th
of every month, block on 14th,
district on 21st, PCC on 30th of
every month. The instructions
of Udaipur Chintan Shivir will
be followed for the appoint-
ments of the organization.

Action plan chalked out at Chintan Shivir 
Six committees
were formed on the
second day session

Information about 

government schemes being

given through art troupes

Raipur, Jun 02:
Information about various
ambitious schemes of the
state government is being
spread in various gram
panchayats of the district
throgh art troupes. Art
troupes are performing
plays and presenting
songs, showcasing innova-
tion and development
works being undertaken
in the state. The presenta-
tion of art troupes is get-
ting overwhelming re-
sponse. Artistes of art
troupes are performing in
programme based on gov-
ernment schemes being
organized at the identified
large villages and weekly
haat-bazaars of all the de-
velopment blocks of the
district by the Public
Relations Office under
guidance of the District
Collector Sourabh Kumar.
Publicity material related
to public welfare schemes
of the government is also
being distributed.

PAT/PVPT on 5th June 
Raipur, Jun 02: Chhattisgarh Professional Examination Board Raipur is going to con-
duct PAT (Pre Agriculture Test)  and PVPT (Pre Veterinary Polytechnic Test ) on 5th
June from 9 am to 12.15 pm in 10 examination centers. The Collector has appointed
Assistant Director, Skill Development Department, Raipur, Kedar Patel as the nodal of-
ficer to ensure smooth conduct of the examination.
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Raipur, Jun 02: The
Thomas Cup-winning
team of India sent a signed
badminton kit to the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
as a gift. The kit includes
a badminton racket and
bag signed by the Indian
badminton players. The
Secretary of the Indian
Badminton Association,
Sanjay Mishra, visited the
Chief Minister’s official
residence today and pre-
sented him with the kit.
The Chief Minister happi-
ly accepted the gift sent by

the Indian team and sent
his best wishes to the lat-
ter. He said that the play-
ers have rewritten history
by winning the Thomas
Cup. India has won the
biggest international bad-
minton tournament,
Thomas Cup, for the first
time in 73 years.

During his meeting with
the Chief Minister, the
Secretary of the Indian
Badminton Association
said that the International
Badminton Association
has decided to organize
the International
Badminton Tournament
in Chhattisgarh this year.
The probable dates for the

tournament will be be-
tween Sept 20-22- 2022. He
requested the Chief
Minister’s assistance in
organizing the tourna-
ment. He added that this
tournament will help in
placing Chhattisgarh on
the map of global sports
and will also increase the
chances of the state of
hosting reputed interna-
tional sports events. The
Chief Minister granted
his permission for the or-
ganization of the event
and assured him to extend
every possible help.

The Secretary Mishra
also urged the Chief
Minister to build a

Badminton Academy in
Chhattisgarh. The Chief
Minister had announced
the opening of a bad-
minton academy in
Chhattisgarh last year in
September. Mishra said
that after the opening of a
badminton academy in the
state, the Indian
Badminton Association
will provide superior bad-
minton coaching at the na-
tional and international
levels to Chhattisgarh’s
players. Moreover, it will
also open doors for the op-
eration of National
Training Centers for bad-
minton in Chhattisgarh.
The Chief Minister gave

instructions to the officers
for speeding up the process
of opening a Badminton
Academy in the state.

Kit presented to the CM
had signatures from 10
badminton players of the
Indian team

The Thomas Cup-win-
ning players who had their
signatures on the bad-
minton kit presented to the
Chief Minister included
Sarvashri Kidambi
Shrikant, Lakshya Sen,
H.S. Pranoy, Chirag Shetty,
Satvik Sairaj, Priyanshu
Rajawat, Dhruv Kapila,
Krishna Prasad, Vishnu
Vardhan, M.R. Arjun,
along with the famous in-
ternational player of
India, Gopichand.

On this occasion, the
Director of Sports and
Youth Welfare Shweta
Shrivastav Sinha, the
Treasurer of the
Chhattisgarh Badminton
Association Mr. Sanjay
Bhansali, and the bad-
minton players of
Chhattisgarh like Hiral
Chauhan, Tanu Chandra,
Raunak Chauhan,
International Hockey play-
er Mrs. Neeta Doomre,
Saba Anjum, and
weightlifter Rustam
Sarang were also present.

Thomas Cup winning National team sent
a signed badminton kit to the CM

CM congratulates
the team and sent
his best wishes

Indian team made
history by winning
the Thomas Cup

Secretary of the IBA
handed over the gift
to the CM

CM grants permis-
sion to organize the
Int’nl Badminton
Challenge Tourney
in Ch’garh as per
decision by IBA

Raipur , Jun 02: A state-
level photo exhibition of
welfare schemes and pro-
grammes of the
Chhattisgarh Government
has been set up by the
Public Relations
Department at Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium in
Raipur. The exhibition is
witnessing huge footfall
with public representa-
tives, Panchayat officials,
villagers and citizens com-
ing daily from different
areas of the state to visit
this exhibition, which

started from May 21. The
representatives of
Panchayat and urban bod-
ies of Bilaspur district vis-
ited the development exhi-
bition (Vikas
Pradarshani) today and
appreciated the plans and
welfare schemes of the
state government.

Public representatives
of Gram Panchayat
Bhurkunda, Manzoor
Pahari, Dhavaramuda,
Bharari, and Korbi of
Bilaspur district said the
state government is bring-
ing prosperity in the lives
of common people with
the successful implemen-
tation of its development
and welfare schemes. After
taking a glimpse of the ex-
hibition, panchayat repre-
sentatives and villagers

said that the Chhattisgarh
government is making un-
tiring efforts to strengthen
the economic condition of
farmers, laborers and
women through various
welfare schemes, which
has now started showing
positive effects. Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana
has been started to provide
farmers a fair price for
their produce, Shri
Dhanvantari Generic
Medical Scheme to provide
medicines at affordable
rates to the needy people
and Swami Atmanand
English/Hindi Medium
Schools being run to pro-
vide quality education to
rural and underprivileged
children. This has ensured
development of people of
each section of the society.

‘Ch’garh Govt is bringing prosperity
in the lives of people’

Visitors at develop-
ment exhibition
appreciating flag-
ship schemes of the
state govt

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 02: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
watched the National Film
Award-winning film
‘Bhulan the Maze’ made in
Chhattisgarh. After watch-
ing it, he said, “I watched
such a wonderful film
after a long time. It is
based on the rural life of
Chhattisgarh. This movie
depicts the simplicity of
Chhattisgarh’s people. The
‘spirit of cooperation’ that
has been depicted in the
film is the ‘basic spirit’ of
the people of
Chhattisgarh. The film’s
direction and screenplay
are very good”. “I appreci-
ate the performance of all
the actors and declare this

film to be tax-free”, he
added. The Chief
Minister watched the film
along with his cabinet
ministers, MLAs, public
representatives, and
media colleagues.

The Chief Minister also
met the film director Mr.
Manoj Verma and the
writer Mr. Sanjeev Bakshi.
He said that depicting the
original nature of
Chhattisgarhi people in
cinema through Bhulan
Kanda is commendable.
Filming the beautiful cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh has
been done very well. The
space which has been
given to folk songs and

beautifully depicts the var-
ious aspects of
Chhattisgarh’s village in
the movie like the beauty
of our village, the coopera-
tion we have with each
other, the collective deci-
sions taken in the village,
and the people stand by
each other in every situa-
tion.

It is noteworthy that
Bhulan The Maze, is based
on the novel ‘Bhulan
Kanda’ written by Mr.
Sanjeev Bakshi.

The book was written
keeping in mind the cul-
tural and popular beliefs
of Chhattisgarh. The film
has been directed by Mr.

Manoj Verma. It has been
awarded the 67th National
Film Award and
Chhattisgarh Government
has also rewarded it with
an amount of Rs.1 Crore.

The cast and crew were
also very excited to have
the Chief Minister with
them. Extending their en-
thusiasm, the Chief
Minister said that your
work very depicted our
Chhattisgarhi culture, and
due to this our beautiful
culture is getting recogni-
tion all over the world.
This is a very auspicious
moment for Chhattisgarhi
cinema.

Such efforts should be
continued in the future
and to encourage this, the
Government of
Chhattisgarh has also pre-
pared a film policy. Chief
Minister Mr.Baghel also
said that a film has been
made on literature and
this will give a new height
to the cinema in
Chhattisgarh.

CM declares ‘Bhulan The Maze’ film tax-free
Says that after a
long time watched
a great film, every-
one should see it:
Baghel

Raipur, Jun 02: Today a
team of Japanese officials
of the Japan International
Cooperation Agency
(JICA) visited Sandi
Gauthan of Dhamdha de-
velopment to see the liveli-
hood-oriented activities
being conducted in
Gauthan. The Japanese
team was impressed by the
protection of cows and
how an ecosystem could
be created from the prod-
ucts given by them. The
officials observed various
activities that have been
conducted under Gauthan
which include production
of vermicompost manure,
hatchery, brooding house,
poultry rearing, quail
rearing, community Badi,
and other activities by the
Women’s Self Help
Groups. They also inter-
acted with the women of
Self Help Groups involved

in activities through the
officers present. They un-
derstood and appreciated
the concept Gauthan that
how it works for the bene-
fit of animals and hu-
mans.

They said that this con-
cept is new for them,
which strengthens the
rural economy. Knowing
about the earnings of

women through self-help
groups, they expressed
their happiness and also
called it a meaningful ini-
tiative towards women em-
powerment. After this, the
team also visited a farmer
named Mayank Chauhan’s
farm in Girhola where
they saw the cultivation of
plug-type vegetable
seedlings and dragon fruit.

They were very amazed by
the advanced level of
farming. The members of
visiting team were Mr.
Koide Sota Deputy
Director of JICA, Miss H
Shashaki Country Officer,
Kaori Fruyama a repre-
sentative of JICA India,
Anurag Sinha Principal
Development Specialist,
and other officals.

Japanese officials of JICA group impressed
with the ecosystem of Ch’garh‘s Gauthans

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 02: In order
to maintain peace and se-
curity, Collector Sourabh
Kumar and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Kumar Agrawal
reviewed the law and
order situation in the dis-
trict by holding a meeting
of senior officers of the
District Administration
and Police Department in
the Red Cross meeting
room located in the

Collectorate premises
today.

The Collector gave nec-
essary instructions re-
garding law and order to
the officers after taking in-
formation about the ongo-
ing and proposed dharna-
demonstrations. He also
discussed with the offi-
cials the possible traffic
problem during the dhar-
nas, demonstrations and
rallies to be organized in
the near future.

He asked the revenue

and police officers to
maintain constant con-
tact with each other and
work in coordination. On
this occasion, Additional
Collector Gopal Verma,
Additional District
Magistrate NR Sahu,
Additional Collector BB
Panchbhai, BC Sahu, all
S u b - D i v i s i o n a l
Magistrates (Revenue)
along with officers of
Police and Revenue
Department were 
present.

Law and order

Collector, SSP review law and
order with senior officers

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0022:: State’s
Panchayat and Rural
Development, Health and
Family Welfare and Medical
Education Minister T.S.
Singhdeo reviewed the depart-
mental works. In a review
meeting held in the meeting
room of Mahasamund District
Panchayat, he reviewed the
works of Mahasamund Medical
College and Health
Department as well as the
progress of various schemes
run under Panchayat and Rural
Development Department. In
the meeting, he directed the
medical college to give indent
to CGMSC for medicines. He
asked the doctors of the med-
ical college to prescribe gener-
ic medicines only so that peo-
ple could get treatment at
affordable rates. In the meet-
ing, Chairman of Forest
Development Corporation and
Basna MLA Mr. Devendra
Bahadur Singh, President of
District Panchayat Mrs. Usha
Patel, Secretary of Panchayat
and Rural Development
Department Mr. Prasanna R.,
Commissioner of Health
Department Dr. CR Prasanna
and Dean of Mahasamund
Medical College, Dr. Yasmin
Khan was also present. In the
meeting, the Health Minister
directed the officers and doc-
tors of the Health Department
to make such arrangements so
that maximum number of med-
icines are provided to the
patients free of cost. He asked
them to push for taking the

medicines sent by CGMSC to
the hospitals of the district.
Mr. Singhdeo directed to expe-
dite the works of eradication of
leprosy, Sickle cell and T.B.  He
also reviewed the Khubchand
Baghel Health Assistance
Scheme, asked to send maxi-
mum number of proposals for
the claim amount for the treat-
ment provided to IPD patients
in government hospitals. He
expressed unhappiness over
the small number of proposals
sent by the district hospitals
for claims. In the review meet-
ing, Health Minister Singhdeo
inquired about the status of
buildings of Community Health
Centers, Primary Health
Centers and Sub Health
Centers, availability of equip-
ment and medicines and staff
in the district. 

He said that separate MBBS
doctors are being appointed
for Mukhyamantri Haat Bazar
Clinic scheme. He also inquired
about the progress of  Covid
vaccination in the district.
Singhdeo also reviewed the
progress of various schemes
run by the Panchayat and
Rural Development
Department. He inquired about
the works related to construc-

tion of Gauthan and pasture
under Narva, Garwa, Ghurva
and Bari scheme. 

The minister also reviewed
MNREGA, Godhan Nyay
Yojana, Swachh Bharat Mission
(Rural), National Rural
Livelihood Mission, Rurban
Mission, Chief Minister
Samagra Gramin Vikas Yojana,
Chief Minister Gram Sadak
Yojana, GPDP, Chhattisgarh
State Rural and Other
Backward Classes Area
Development Authority,
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana.  Officials of Panchayat
and Rural Development
Department informed in the
meeting that out of 551
Gauthans of the district, 358
cow dung is being procured
under Godhan Nyay Yojana. A
total of 3802 women of self-
help groups are engaged in
various employment activities
in different Gauthans of the
district.  

In the review meeting, Chief
Executive Officer of District
Panchayat, S. Alok, Janpad
Panchayat President,
Yatendra Sahu and Civil
Surgeon Dr. NK Mandaoe and
departmental officers  were
present.

Patients should get maximum
medicines free of cost: Singhdeo

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0022::  Representatives
of  various trade organisations of
Chhattisgarh had a courtesy call
on Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence office
this evening. They thanked the
Chief Minister for taking prompt
action against the miscreants by
the Chhattisgarh government on
the incident of assault on the
Gundardehi traders. On this
occasion  Chief Minister said
that strict action has been taken

by the government
against those who
disturb social har-
mony and play with
law and order and
will continue to do
so.  State President
of Chhattisgarh
Chamber of
Commerce and

Industries Mr. Amar Parwani,
Working President Mr. Rajendra
Jaggi, Patrons Mr. Ashudha
Ramji Waghwani and Hanuman
Prasad Aggarwal, Working
President Mr. Manmohan
Agrawal, Treasurer Mr. Uttam
Golcha, CAIT Chhattisgarh
President Mr. Jitendra Doshi,
General Secretary Surendra
Singh along with other members
of the delegation were present.

Trade organisations of Ch’garh met CM 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0022::  Chhattisgarh
has once again topped among
the states with the lowest
unemployment rate in the
country. According to new data
released by the Center for
Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE), the unemployment
rate in Chhattisgarh was only
0.7 percent in May, while the

average unemployment rate in
the country was 7.1 percent in
the same period. Earlier in
March, April 2022 also, the
unemployment rate of
Chhattisgarh was the lowest in
the country at 0.6 percent.

According to the new CMI
data, the states with the lowest
unemployment rate in the
country are as follows ;
Chhattisgarh at 0.6 percent
Madhya Pradesh 1.6 percent,
Gujarat 2.1 percent, Odisha 2.6
percent, Uttarakhand 2.9 per-
cent, Tamil Nadu and Uttar
Pradesh 3.1 percent,
Maharashtra and Meghalaya
4.1 percent, Karnataka 4.3 per-
cent, Andhra Pradesh 4.4 per-
cent. , Pudducherry 5.6 per-
cent, Kerala 5.8 percent.

The highest unemployment
rate in the country has been
noted in Haryana with 24.6 per-
cent, Rajasthan with 22.2 per-
cent, Jammu and Kashmir 18.3
percent, Tripura 17.4 percent,
Delhi 13.6 percent, Goa 13.4
percent, Bihar 13.3 percent,
Jharkhand 13.1 percent,
Himachal Pradesh 9.6 per cent
in Telangana, 9.4 per cent in
Telangana, 9.2 per cent in
Punjab, 8.2 per cent in Assam
and 7.5 per cent in Sikkim.

After the formation of the
new government in
Chhattisgarh three and a half
years ago, the government’s
emphasis was always on
schemes that balance the
urban and rural economy and
create new employment oppor-

tunities for everyone part of
society. Immediately after the
formation of the new govern-
ment, the state government
initiated with the release of
farmers and waiver of pending
irrigation tax. 

After this, Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana, Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Suraji Gaon
Yojana, Narva-Garwa-Ghurva-
Bari Programme, Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana, formula-
tion of new industrial policy,
better system of collection of
forest and agricultural pro-
duce, produce, Processing and
value addition at the local
level, establishment of rural
industrial parks, increase in
the collection rate of minor

forest produce and purchase
of 65 types of minor forest
produce on support price,
increase in the remuneration
rate of tendu leaf collection,
giving the status of agricultur-
al practices to fish farming
and lac production, all these
schemes were implemented to
give a boost to agricultural
and non agricultural income
generating opportunities
throughout the urban and
rural areas of the state.
Several steps were taken to
conserve the age old tradition-
al occupations unique to the
state like  promotion of tradi-
tional craftsmen, weavers and
entrepreneurs, etc with the
establishment of C-Mart in
every district.

Ch’garh remains country’s first state with the lowest unemployment rate at 0.7%
As recorded in the
month of May

Average unemploy-
ment rate in the
country is  7.1%,
Ch’garh has again
topped the list in
the month of May
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Rajim, Jun 02: 

Reports of black market-
ing of PDS rice meant for
the beneficiaries by a par-
ticular Self Help Group
(SHG) in the region has
come to fore, and taking ac-
tion Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Avinash Bhoi,
has suspended the opera-
tor of the government fair
price shop of village
Tarighat.

According to informa-
tion, many people includ-
ing Nand Verma,
Narottam Ram, Vishal
Manoj, Yogesh, Panchram,
had submitted a memoran-
dum with signatures to the
District Collector,
Gariaband on 24 May, in
which it has been said that
the fair price shop of vil-
lage Tarighat which is
being operated by Jagriti
Mahila Self Help Group
(JMSHG), did not distrib-
ute rice meant for the ben-

eficiaries. Taking this
complaint seriously,
District Collector Namrata
Gandhi had directed the
Food Department and Sub-

Divisional Magistrate
Rajim to investigate and
on investigation it was
found that 40 ration card
holders were found to be

distributed with 4 quintals
of 55 kg rice less than the
entitlement. Jaya Sahu,
sarpanch of Gram
Panchayat Tarighat in-
formed that after getting
information about the
complaint being made to
the women’s group, rice
was distributed to the ben-
eficiaries’ later. Along with
this; the said ration shop

has been handed over to
the Rural Service Co-oper-
ative Society Kaundkera
for temporary operation
till further orders.

Action against JMSHG for
black-marketing PDS rice

CM’s visit to Bastar was full of gifts: Baghel
BBhhoonndd,,  JJuunn  0022:: Bastar Development Authority chairman and Bastar MLA
Lakeshwar Baghel was all praise for the Chief Minister’s visit to Bastar as it
was full of  gifts to the people. He added, CM himself inspected the ongoing
schemes and ensured their implementation so that the beneficiaries receive
the most. MLA mentioned that CM has decided to tour the entire state and talk
personally with the people which itself is a historic step. Baghel expressing his
gratitude towards the CM mentioned that his visit has infused a new energy
among the local public representatives and fruitful for the people of Bastar.

Jagdalpur, Jun 02: 

Hundreds of people par-
ticipated in a sit-in demon-
stration organized near
the local Sirhasar Chowk
here, under the banner of
Rail Line Movement. In
the forum, the speakers
Saket Shukla, Navneet
Chand, Rohit Singh Arya
of the convening board at-
tacked the Railways,
NMDC and those respon-
sible for the neglect of
Bastar for years.

During this, the mem-
bers present from the
protest site took a pledge
to make the proposed in-
definite rail-roko move-
ment starting from June
15 a success and talked
about exerting full force,
to make the Railways
meet the demands.
Hundreds of youth,
women, elderly and chil-
dren participated in the
protest, and a memoran-
dum was submitted to the

Tehsildar in the name of
the Union Railway
Minister regarding the de-
mands.

During this, Sanjeev
Sharma, Mahesh Singh
Thakur, Sandeep Joshi,
Gopal Tirthani, Suraj
Srivastava, Sandeep
Singh, Manish Lingam,
Bharat Kashyap,
Nilambar Sethia, Naveen
Nayak, Ajay Baghel,
Lakhpal Singh, Naveen
Nayak, Keshav Tang,
Mitesh Panigrahi,
Dhirendra Patra ,
Saurabh Ahluwalia,

Sangeeta Sarkar, Pitam
Nag, Om Markam,
Gurmit Kaur, Mohan
Maurya, Pinky Tilak,
Guddu Kashyap, Paklu
Kashyap, Dina Jani, Geeta
Bharti, Pritam Nag,
Daitari Pawan, Megha
Mandal, Sita Ram
Kashyap, Vaijanti, Paro
Baghel, Denis, Rekha,
Ramlal, Geeta Nag,
Shekhar, Kishan Sarkar,
Pradeep, Sonal, Golu,
Sahul, Sunny, Naveen,
Netik, Krishna Kumar,
Sumati, Chanda, Kiran,
Shobha, Lalita, Bhanu,

Urmila, Durga, Trinath ,
Annapurna, Sarita, Annu
Singh, Jyotsna, Hiralal,
Dharmendra, Priyanka,
Umesh Bhanushali,
Gajendra Thakur, Gitesh
Singhade, Prabhat
Chauhan, Rahul Nag,
Prakash Satpati, Pawan
Mishra, Amit Dwivedi,
Shiv Shukla, Asif Ali,
Usman Raza Vishal Rath ,
Kamalsai Kashyap Boti
Nag, Pramod Nag, Anjana
Kashyap, Baljit Singh,
Ashish Singh and a large
number of others are
present.

Memorandum submitted to Tehsildar 
 In the name of Union

Railway Minister 

KKoorriiyyaa,,  JJuunn  0022:: In the meeting
held under the chairmanship
of Collector Kuldeep Sharma,
the Collector gave strict
instructions to the officers of
all the departments and said
that every application
received from the public
through various means such
as Janchaupal, camps should
be redressed with priority.
Directing the distribution of
caste certificates in schools as
per the instructions of the
state government, the
Collector in coordination with
the Education, Revenue and
Tribal Development
Department asked the
Department of Education,
Revenue and Tribal
Development to issue caste
certificates by organizing spe-
cial camps in schools from
June 20 onwards.  Taking infor-
mation on the issuing of ration
cards, the Collector instructed
the Food Officer and CEO,
Janpad Panchayat to issue
ration cards in the next two
days after resolving pending
cases in the meeting. He said
that strict action should be
taken for negligence in ration
card related works. In the
meeting, the Collector also

reviewed the flagship schemes
of the government and
instructed the departments to
bring better progress.  While
reviewing the implementation
of Godhan Nyay Yojana, he
gave strict instructions to CEO
District Kharagwan and
Bharatpur to increase the pur-
chase of cow dung. Similarly,
he gave necessary guidelines
after discussing Chief Minister
Urban Slum Health Scheme,

Haat Bazar Clinic Scheme,
Dhanwantri Medical Store,
Rajiv Gandhi Bhumiless Krishi
Mazdoor Yojana, collection of
tendu leaves and minor forest
produce, approval of forest
rights sheet. CEO, District
Panchayat Shri Kunal
Dudawat, Additional Collector
Shri Sukhnath Ahirwar, Joint
Collector, all SDMs and district
level officers were present in
the meeting. 

Ensure public redressal with priority: Collector

Jagdalpur, Jun 01:

On the direction of
Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (JCC) (J)
President Amit Jogi, JCC
(J) Bastar district presi-
dent and Bastar Adhikar
Mukti Morcha chief con-
vener Navneet Chand
charged the Congress gov-
ernment in the state as
one taking initiative for
privatization of Nagarnar
steel plant in Bastar. He
termed it as a broker in-
stead of a caretaker of
people of Bastar. The same
facts have been disclosed
by the state president of
JCC (J) in Raipur Amit
Jogi, while giving infor-
mation with facts.
Nagarnar Steel Plant is
built on 1152.6 hect. land
and this land was in the
name of General Manager,
District Industries Centre,
Jagdalpur. CSIDC has se-
cretly sold this land to
NMDC, Chand alleged.

Navneet Chand address-
ing a press conference said
that by selling the land of
Nagarnar Steel Plant to
NMDC, the Bhupesh gov-
ernment has not only
paved the way for privati-
zation of Nagarnar Steel
Plant for the Central
Government, but has also
made a deal of Bastar’s
soil and trust of its people.
As a challenge to Bhupesh
govt, JCC (J) sought time
to meet CM Bhupesh
Baghel even if there is iota
of truth behind his tall
claims about privatization
of Nagarnar Steel Plant.
He challenged CM to reject
each and every decision
presented by JCC (J) in
front of the people of
Nagarnar and if the facts
are wrong then he is free
to take action against us as
well. Disclosing the details
Navneet Chand informed
that on 6 December 2021,
CSIDC gave a demand note
of 32.04 hectares to NMDC.
On 20 December 2021,
NMDC paid Rs 5 crore 10
lakh 60 thousand 228 to
CSIDC. CSIDC issued a de-
mand note for the remain-
ing land on 21 December
2021. On 27 December 2021,
NMDC paid Rs 28 crore 41
lakh 10 thousand 463 to
CSIDC. On 27 December
2021, NMDC paid Rs 28
crore 41 lakh 10 thousand
463 to CSIDC. He alleged
that without informing
the Chhattisgarh

Legislative Assembly and
the people of
Chhattisgarh, why did the
Congress government in
state have sold the govern-
ment land to NMDC ? He
said that this was done be-
cause now NMDC can
transfer the Nagarnar
Steel Plant to a new com-
pany, and thereafter this
steel plant can be disin-
vested. Navneet Chand
said that the BJP govern-
ment sitting at the Center
is constantly trying to pri-
vatize Nagarnar Steel
Plant. But one of the
biggest hurdles before the
central government was to
have the Nagarnar steel
plant land in the name of
the state government.
That is, technically the
Central Government could
not even if it wanted to
privatize Nagarnar Steel
Plant because the land on
which Nagarnar Steel
Plant is located is the State
Government land and
without the State
Government selling the
land to NMDC, the Central
Government Nagarnar
Steel Plant cannot be pri-
vatized. Former Chief
Minister Ajit Jogi had de-
liberately made the Bastar
friendly arrangement of
Nagarnar Steel Plant land
in the name of the State
Government, so that at-
tempts to privatize
Nagarnar Steel Plant in fu-
ture could be foiled. It was

the vision of Late Ajit Jogi
that till now Nagarnar
Steel Plant could not go
into private hands, but it is
the Bhupesh government,
whom the Bastar residents
had chosen to guard the
land of Nagarnar Steel
Plant, has instead acted as
broker of the same land
giving it to NMDC. Chand
said that JCC(J) would
visit Nagarnar and make
the residents of Bastar
aware of the deception
done against them. He
warned that the Central
and the State Government
should understand that de-
spite all their efforts , we
will not allow privatiza-
tion of Nagarnar Steel
Plant at any cost.

During this, Bastar
Divisional Treasurer
President Amit Pandey,
Bharat Kashyap,
Divisional President
Tankeshwar Bhardwaj,
Baba Jameel, Bastar Rural
Youth President Nilambar
Sethia, Rural Block
President Ajay Baghel,
City Youth President
Shailendra Verma, Lakhi
Yadav, Kamal Gajbhye,
Rahul Pandey, Paklu
Kashyap , Om Markam,
Pitam Nag, Dhansai
Baghel, Krishna Kumar,
Dharmendra, Mohan
Maurya, Hiralal, Jaiveer
Rathor, Nobi Nishad, Joni
Nag, Gurmeet Kaur, Pinky
Tilak, Geeta Bharti, Geeta
Nag etc. were present.

Bhupesh govt behind privatization
of Nagarnar plant, alleges Navneet 
It has given green signal to plant privatization effort of the Central govt by handing over 99 yrs lease to NMDC: JCC(J)

Harjeet  becomes the 
keyboard player of India’s first

Golden Button Awarded
JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  0022::  Harjeet Singh
Pappu, the eminent musician of
Bastar district, has created a
record through YouTube,
YouTube has given Harjeet
Pappu the Golden Button Award,
achieving this feat is not as easy
as it sounds to read and listen.
YouTube gives this Golden Play
Button award to only those peo-
ple who have at least 1 million
subscribers on their YouTube
channel. Harjit Singh currently
has more than 10 lakh 40 thou-
sand subscribers and 17 crore 96
lakh 95 thousand views, which is
a record in itself. Compared to
keyboard layers, Harjeet Singh
Pappu is the first keyboard play-
er in India to be awarded Golden
Lay Button by YouTube in this
category. Harjit Singh informed
that he has achieved this feat in
just 3 years and his audience is
not only in India but his channel
is seen in more than 100 coun-
tries. In these 3 years, Harjeet
Singh Pappu has put only 145
videos in his channel, yet his
fame is such that his viewership
increases by about 700 viewers
daily and about 20000 new view-
ers join his channel in a month.
Google itself confirms this.
Completely dedicated to music,
Harjeet Singh Pappu has big
plans for music, he said that he
wants to see Bastar grow as a
music hub in the coming years,
he is keen to set up an academy
inside Bastar In which training in

all instruments and singing will
be given, which will provide an
opportunity for the hidden musi-
cal talents in Bastar. It is note-
worthy that this achievement of
Harjit Singh Pappu is not only a
matter of pride for Bastar and
Chhattisgarh, but it is also a
matter of pride for the country
that a keyboard player from a
region like Bastar is the first per-
son in the country to be awarded
the Golden Play Button Award
has been presented. Harjit Singh
Pappu has been doing music
practice continuously for the last
32 years. His son Ramandeep
Singh Romi is also a YouTuber
who has received the Silver Play
Award last year. He also has
more than 2 lakh subscribers
and crores of viewers. Apart
from this, Harjeet’s wife Mrs.
Varsha Devgun is also a well-
known playback singer who has
a diploma in Light Music as well
as Classical Music. Both his sons
are also musicians, one having
mastered the guitar and the
other the drums.

SUMMER TOURISM

Tourists hold umbrellas as they visit the Taj Mahal on a hot summer day, in Agra, Thursday.

SIKH HOLY BOOK

Sikh priests display the Sikh holy book that is said to have been hit by a bullet during Operation Blue Star of 1984, in
Amritsar, Thursday.
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BRIEF

Gun-point robbery 
 Panaji:Three persons

were held on
Thursday for alleged-
ly posing as anti-nar-
cotics personnel, fir-
ing in the air and rob-
bing a man in Mapusa
in Goa, a police offi-
cial said.Deputy
Superintendent of
Police (Mapusa) Jivba
Dalvi said James
Souza, Vinayak Somji
and Williams
Rodrigues were held
for robbing Naved
Sheikh at gun-point
and firing in the air in
the early hours of the
day. “Bicholim resi-
dent Sheikh was re-
turning from work
when he was stopped
by the three accused,
who were in a car.

Smuggled gold 
 Hyderabad: Smuggled

gold weighing 3.14 kg
was seized at the inter-
national airport here
on Thursday and two
people — a passenger
and an employee of a
COVID-19 testing facili-
ty at the airport were
arrested here in this
connection. Based on
information that the
gold is being smuggled
out of the airport, the
Officers of Air
Intelligence Unit,
Hyderabad Customs,
identified and inter-
cepted a passenger,
who arrived from
Dubai and an employ-
ee of an agency, which
provides the services
for testing COVID-19
samples.

Girls safety 
 New Delhi:The Delhi

Commission for
Women has sum-
moned Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
commissioner (MCD),
after the corporation
sought two months’
time to respond to a no-
tice on safety and secu-
rity of girls in primary
schools, the panel said
on Thursday. The DCW
had instituted an en-
quiry on the condition
of safety and security
of girls in primary
schools in Delhi follow-
ing the alleged sexual
assault of two minor
girls in Bhajanpura on
April 30.

Job defraud
 Lucknow: The

Special Task Force
(STF) of Uttar
Pradesh on Thursday
arrested three men
who allegedly duped
people impersonating
as personal staff of
UP ministers and sen-
ior officials.
According to a press
statement issued by
STF, the three used to
pose as personal staff
or close aides of min-
isters and senior offi-
cials and promised
the gullible govern-
ment jobs. “The ac-
cused duped several
lakhs from youngsters
in name of providing
them jobs in govern-
ment in medical col-
leges and hospitals,
the statement read.

Tigress rescued 
 Bahraich (UP): A ti-

gress, who was in-
jured after getting
trapped in a snare set
up by poachers, was
tranquilized and res-
cued here, forest offi-
cials said on
Thursday. “The five-
year-old injured ti-
gress was tranquil-
ized after a 55-day-
long search operation
carried out by three
teams of forest staff
and experts with help
of available resources
and two elephants,”
Divisional Forest
Officer Akashdeep
Badhawan told PTI.
According to the offi-
cials, the big cat was
tranquilized on
Wednesday.

Hyderabad, Jun 02 (PTI):

President Ram Nath
Kovind and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday greeted the
people of Telangana on its
formation day while Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao show-
cased the achievements of
his government as a role
model and alleged that the
Centre discriminated
against Telangana.

The central government
is conspiring to weaken
the states financially, Rao
alleged while Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi said
Telangana was born out of
people’s aspirations for a
better future, but it has
suffered from ‘misgover-
nance’. Telangana
Formation Day was cele-
brated in a grand manner
across the state. Apart
from the state govern-
ment, political parties, in-
cluding ruling Telangana
Rashtra Samithi, opposi-
tion BJP and Congress,
and several other outfits

organised a string of pro-
grammes. Rao alleged that
the NDA government at
the Centre discriminated
against Telangana since
its formation and went on
to list several issues like
merger of Telangana’s 7
mandals with Andhra
Pradesh.

The Centre has miser-
ably failed in procuring
the paddy cultivated in

Telangana and it has
washed off its hands, he
alleged. He recalled that
he held a protest in Delhi
against the Centre’s
“adamant attitude” over
paddy procurement.

Highlighting the
achievements of the state
government during the
past eight years, the Chief
Minister said Telangana’s
Gross State Domestic

Product more than dou-
bled to Rs 11.55 lakh crore
during the last eight years
after the state was formed
in 2014, besides showing
similar trend in per capita
income which is pegged at
Rs 2.79 lakh in 2021 from
1.24 lakh in 2014.

Telangana is the only
state in the country, which
is supplying 24-hour unin-
terrupted quality power
for all the sectors and free
electricity to the farmers
said and the state has
emerged as a role model
for other states in various
spheres, he said. When the
state was formed, the in-
stalled capacity of power
generation was only 7,778
MWs. With the efforts put
in by his dispensation the
same is now at 17,305
MWs. Addressing the
Telangana State
Formation Day celebra-
tions here, the Chief
Minister targeted the
Centre, over ‘politics of
hate’ and said it would
take the country back-
wards by 100 years.

KCR fires fresh salvo against Centre

‘Telangana discriminated’

Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao
felicitates World Boxing champion Nikhat Zareen on the
occasion of Telangana Formation Day, in Hyderabad.

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI): 

The redevelopment
project of the Central
Vista Avenue, stretch-
ing from Vijay Chowk
to India Gate, will be
completed in the next
10-15 days, officials in
the Union housing and
urban affairs ministry
said on Thursday.

An official said
under the Central
Vista redevelopment
project, the Centre
will soon issue a ten-
der to construct the
chambers of the MPs
that will come up in
place of the Transport
Bhawan and the
Shram Shakti
Bhawan.

“The offices operat-
ing from these two
buildings will start
shifting in the coming
days. A tender will
soon be floated to con-
struct the chambers of
the members of

Parliament,” the offi-
cial said.

The redevelopment
project of the Central
Vista — the nation’s
power corridor — en-
visages a new triangu-
lar Parliament build-
ing, a common central
secretariat, the re-
vamping of the three-
k i l o m e t r e - l o n g
Rajpath from Vijay
Chowk to India Gate, a
new prime minister’s
residence and a prime
minister’s office, and a
new vice-president’s
enclave.

The official said the
redevelopment of the
Central Vista Avenue
will be completed in
the next 10-15 days.

At a press briefing
earlier in the day,
Union Housing and
Urban Affairs
Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said the
Centre has achieved
the target of holding

the Republic Day pa-
rade on a revamped
Rajpath under the
Central Vista Avenue
redevelopment project.

Puri also main-
tained that the Winter
Session of Parliament
will take place in the
new building being
built by Tata Projects
Limited.

Official sources had
indicated on
Wednesday that some
portions of the new
Parliament building
may be functional by
November 26 —
Constitution Day —
but added that nothing
was finalised yet.

In December 2020,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi laid
the foundation stone
of the new Parliament
building, which will
have modern facilities.
Tata Projects Limited
is constructing the
building.

Redevelopment project of Central Vista
Avenue to be completed in next 10-15 days

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI):

The CPIM has come
out with a scathing as-
sessment of eight years
of the BJP government,
alleging the period has
been marked by “system-
atic efforts” to abridge
parliamentary democra-
cy, curtail citizens’ demo-
cratic rights and subvert
all the institutions that
uphold the constitutional
order.

In an editorial in the
latest edition of its
mouthpiece People’s
Democracy, the Left
party said that in the list
of achievements to cele-
brate its eight years, the
BJP government could
not name steps taken to
strengthen democracy,
and the constitutional

framework to safeguard
democratic rights and en-
sure social and economic
justice.

The editorial also stat-
ed it is a “sign of the con-
solidation of the authori-
tarian regime that none
of these threats” to
democracy is part of the
public discourse while
discussing the eight-year
rule of the Modi govern-
ment.

“The devaluation of
parliament and the de-
grading of parliamen-
tary procedures have be-
come particularly viru-
lent in the second term of
Modi government.
Parliament has sat for
less than fifty days last
year,” the editorial stat-
ed. It further alleged that
apart from a lack of dis-

cussion on legislations,
there was hardly any
scrutiny of legislative
bills.

From 60 to 70 per cent
of the bills being re-
ferred to the standing
committees by the Lok
Sabha during the UPA
government, it dropped
to 27 per cent in Modi’s
first term and to just 13
per cent in the second, it
said.

“This is compounded
by the denial of the right
of the opposition to raise
issues and press for a
vote during the legisla-
tive process.

The way the three farm
bills were railroaded
through the Rajya Sabha
is a prime example,” the
party said.

It further said govern-

ment agencies were
being used to attack op-
position parties, and
raised the case of
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi who has been
summoned for interroga-
tion by the ED in the
National Herald case.

It also referred to the
cases of Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain
and NCP minister Nawab
Malik in Maharashtra
who are under ED probe
to buttress its argument.

“The criminalisation
of dissent and the sup-
pression of civil liberties
have reached unprece-
dented heights through
the use of draconian
laws like the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Act and the sedition
clause,” it said,

8 years of BJP govt marked by systematic efforts
to abridge parliament democracy: CPIM

Bhubaneswar, Jun 2 (PTI) :

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik
Thursday suggested to
newly elected functionar-
ies of Panchayatai Raj
Institutions (PRIs) to con-
sider peoples problem as
their own and solve them
with sincerity.

Patnaik said this while
inaugurating the orienta-
tion programme for the
1,06,352 PRI members
comprising ward mem-
bers, sarpanch, samiti
members, block chairper-
sons, zilla parishad mem-
bers and chairpersons of
all 6,749 gram panchayat.

This is for the first time
that the state government
has organized orienta-
tion programme to train
grassroots level peoples

representatives to train
them on disaster manage-
ment, women empower-
ment, fruitful utilization
of funds.

The 1,06,352 PRI mem-
bers, included 30 zilla
parishad presidents, 822
ZP members, 314 block
chairpersons, 6,479 pan-
chayat samiti members,
6,749 sarpanch and 91,913
ward members. The
training will be complet-
ed in a span of six
months.

Noting that many
women have this time
been elected as PRI func-
tionaries, Patnaik said
this has fulfilled the
dreams of his legendary
father and former CM
Biju Patnaik, who during
his tenure from 1990 to
1995 had reserved 33 per

cent of seats for women
in panchayat elections.

While highlighting the
importance of panchay-
ats in the development
plans, the chief minister
said that the panchayat is
the centre of service. He
asked the elected repre-
sentatives to see that pub-
lic should not be deprived
of government schemes
and services. He also ad-
vised them to protect the
rights of the poor, the
women, and the margin-
alised.

Patnaik also told the
PRI members to imple-
ment 5T initiative in the
development of their vil-
lage. He said every PRI
should work towards
making their respective
jurisdiction as a model
for others.

Patnaik asks PRI members to 
consider peoples problem as their own

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI):

The Arvind Kejriwal
government has pre-
pared a nine-point action
plan to prevent incidents
of fire at landfill sites
which includes a ban on
the entry of ragpickers
and the construction of
peripheral roads for fire
tenders, Environment
Minister Gopal Rai said
on Thursday.

Rai said officials of the
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee and the
Municipal Corporation
of Delhi were asked to
study a system installed
in Mumbai to capture
methane from the rotting
waste and replicate it in

the national capital to
prevent fires at landfill
sites.

The wet waste dumped
in a landfill produces
methane when it rots. In
hot weather conditions,
methane catches fire
spontaneously and the
blaze spreads as it feeds
on combustible material
like textiles and plastics.

As part of the action
plan, perforated pipes
will be installed at the
landfill sites to prevent
the accumulation of the
highly flammable
methane gas.

Vehicles engaged at
the landfill sites will be
fitted with spark ar-
restors to trap hot ex-

haust particles from
combustion engines, he
said.

Ragpickers will be
banned and a boundary
wall will be built to pre-
vent unauthorised en-
tries into the landfills,
Rai said.

Suction-cum-jetting
machines, an under-
ground reservoir of
50,000 litres capacity and
a peripheral road around
landfill sites for fire ten-
ders is also part of the
plan.

The Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
will develop a standard
operating procedure to
prevent fire incidents,
the minister said.

Delhi govt prepares 9-point action plan
to prevent fires at landfill sites: Rai

Mumbai, Jun 02 (PTI):

Maharashtra Minister
Anil Parab on Thursday
warned that strict action
will be taken against e-
bike dealers and manufac-
turers who sell two-wheel-
ers after making illegal al-
terations.

Speaking to reporters
here, Parab said RTO offi-
cials in Maharashtra had
already checked over 2,000
vehicles and action has
been taken against many
of them.

Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar had called a
meeting about the e-bikes
issue earlier in the day, in
which it was decided that
strict action will be taken
against dealers and manu-
facturers of modified e-
bikes, he said.

“No violation of the rule
will be tolerated if you
want to run these (low-
speed e-bikes),” Parab
said. E-bikes with less
than 25 kmph speed that
don’t require registration
are being run at higher
speed after making some
modifications.

E-bikes do not require a
permit, licence and hel-
met. Low speed e-bikes are
generally considered a
substitute for bicycles, but
there were several com-
plaints that they were run
at a high speed, Parab
said. A fine of Rs 1 lakh
was imposed on dealers
for selling e-vehicles that
are illegally modified,
while manufacturers are
fined Rs 100 crore for mak-
ing such two-wheelers, he
said.

Maha minister warns of
strict action against dealers,
makers of modified e-bikes

AIMIM urges Maha

govt to name hospital

after Gopinath Munde

AAuurraannggaabbaadd:: The All India
Majlis E Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) has urged the
Maharashtra government to
name a 400-bed hospital in
Aurangabad after late BJP
leader Gopinath Munde. AIMIM
MP Imitiaz Jaleel on Thursday
wrote to Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray in this regard ahead
of Munde’s death anniversary
on June 3. A 400-bed hospital is
under construction on Jalna
road in Aurangabad. After judi-
cial intervention, the court had
ordered the construction of a
medical facility instead of a
memorial for the late BJP
leader, Jaleel wrote. “I oppose
erection of statues and memo-
rials of leaders in the state and
it will continue in future.
Instead of erecting memorials
and statues, it will be a tribute
to create facilities for people
and name them after these
great leaders.
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COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT

Palestinians inspect the damage to the house of Palestinian militant Diaa Hamarsheh
that was demolished by Israeli troops in the West Bank village of Yabed, Thursday.

MONARCHS PLATINUM JUBILEE

Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, and Kate, Duchess of Cambridge, ride in a carriage
down the Mall for the Trooping the Color ceremony at Horse Guards Parade in London
on the first of four days of celebrations to mark the Platinum Jubilee. 

BRIEF
Dictator’s monument

Madrid: Spain’s
armed forces have
fired an army captain
after a video showed
some 30 soldiers of
the officer’s unit
kneeling in front of
the Valley of the
Fallen mausoleum,
the most potent exist-
ing symbol of the dic-
tatorship of late Gen.
Francisco Franco.
The Defense Ministry
said Thursday the
captain was dis-
missed within hours
of the video being
posted on social
media and that an in-
vestigation into the
incident would be
completed within 48
hours.The video post-
ed by a pro-democra-
cy army group
showed the soldiers
kneeling with rifles
in their hands on the
steps at the mau-
soleum’s esplanade
as a priest blessed
them. Many people
viewed the video as
tarnishing Spain’s
claim to be a secular
state, and several po-
litical parties have
demanded an expla-
nation from Defense
Minister Marita
Robles.

UK missiles 
Kyiv: Britain pledged
Thursday to send so-
phisticated medium-
range rocket systems
to Ukraine, joining
the United States and
Germany in equip-
ping the embattled
nation with advanced
weapons for shooting
down aircraft and
knocking out ar-
tillery. Western arms
have been critical to
Ukraine’s success in
stymieing Russia’s
much larger and bet-
ter-equipped military
during a war now in
its 99th day. But as
Russian forces closed
in on a key city in re-
cent days, the
Ukrainian govern-
ment said its fighters
needed better rocket
launchers to prevail.
Russian forces con-
tinued to pound
towns and cities
overnight and to
tighten their grip on
the eastern city of
Sievierodonetsk. The
U.K. Defense
Ministry reported
that Russia had cap-
tured most of the city,
one of two in
Luhansk province
that had remained
under Ukrainian con-
trol.

Yemen truce
Cairo: The United
Nations Special
Envoy for Yemen
said Thursday that
Yemen’s warring
parties have agreed
to renew a nation-
wide truce for anoth-
er two months. “I
commend the par-
ties for taking these
steps, and for agree-
ing to extend the
truce,” Hans
Grundberg said in a
statement. “The
truce represents a
significant shift in
the trajectory of the
war and has been
achieved through re-
sponsible and coura-
geous decision mak-
ing by the parties.
The ceasefire be-
tween Yemen’s inter-
nationally recog-
nized government
and the Houthi
rebels first came
into effect on April 2.
It has been the first
nationwide truce in
six years in Yemen’s
conflict. The an-
nouncement, which
is the outcome of
UN continuous and
concerted efforts,
came only few hours
before the original
truce was set to ex-
pire later on
Thursday.

Islamabad/Ankara, Jun 2 (PTI)

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday reacted
sharply to his predecessor
Imran Khan’s controversial
comments about “breaking
Pakistan into three pieces”
and said the former premier
was “unfit” for any public
office after his latest utter-
ances.

Khan in an interview
with Bol News on
Wednesday talked, among
other things, about possible
breakup of the country if
the right decisions were not
made.

Shehbaz Sharif, who is on
an official visit to Turkey,
taking strong exception to
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI) chief ’s choice of
language in the interview,
especially those about
breaking up the country, ac-
cusing him of “making
naked threats against the
country”, and warned him
against “talking about [the]
division of Pakistan”.

While I am in Turkey ink-
ing agreements, Imran
Niazi is making naked
threats against the country.
If at all any proof was need-
ed that Niazi is unfit for
public office, his latest inter-
view suffices,” the prime
minister tweeted.

“Do your politics but
don’t dare to cross limits
and talk about division of
Pakistan, he added.

According to Pakistan’s

Dawn newspaper, the for-
mer prime minister admit-
ted in the interview that he
did not enjoy absolute
power as the prime minis-
ter, indicating that the actu-
al centres of power in the
country lied elsewhere and
that “everyone knows
where that is”. Khan, who
came to power in 2018,
reportedly with the backing
of the military, is the only
Pakistani prime minister to
be ousted in a no-confidence
vote in Parliament. He was
replaced by PML-N’s
Shehbaz Sharif. The
Pakistan Army, which has
ruled the coup-prone coun-
try for more than half of its
73 plus years of existence,
has hitherto wielded consid-

erable power in the matters
of security and foreign poli-
cy. However, the army has
continuously denied its in-
volvement in politics.

When asked to recall the
events of the night of the no-
confidence vote against him,
who was issuing orders and
who had impeded the cases
against the Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) and Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leaders, Khan said
his government had been
“weak” when it came to
power and had to seek coali-
tion partners, adding that if
the same situation were to
arise again, he would opt for
re elections and seek a ma-
jority government or none 
at all.

Pak PM warns Imran Khan over his
‘breaking Pakistan into three pieces’ 

Oklahoma (US), Jun 2 (AP)

A gunman carrying a
rifle and a handgun
killed four people on
Wednesday at a Tulsa
medical building on a
hospital campus, police
said, the latest in a series
of deadly mass shootings
across the country in re-
cent weeks.

Tulsa Police
Department Deputy
Chief Eric Dalgleish con-
firmed the number of
dead and said the shooter
also was dead, apparent-
ly from a self-inflicted
gunshot wound.

The spate of recent
gun violence across the
country, including the
killing of 19 children and
two teachers at a Texas
elementary school eight
days ago by an 18-year-
old gunman carrying an

AR-style semi-automatic
rifle, has led to
Democratic leaders am-
plifying their calls for
greater restrictions on
guns, while Republicans
are emphasising more se-
curity at schools.

The divide mirrors a
partisan split that has
stymied action in
Congress and many state
capitols over how best to
respond to a record-high
number of gun-related
deaths in the U.S.

It was unclear what
prompted the deadly as-
sault in Tulsa, Dalgleish
said.

It appears both
weapons at one point or
another were fired on the
scene,” Dalgleish said.
The officers who arrived
were hearing shots in the
building, and that’s what
led them to the second

floor.”
Police responded to the

call about three minutes
after dispatchers re-
ceived the report at 4:52
p.m. and made contact
with the gunman rough-
ly five minutes later, at
5:01 p.m. Dalgleish said.

I was very happy with
what we know so far re-
garding the response of
our officers,” Dalgleish
said.

The length of time it
took police officers in
Uvalde, Texas, to engage
the gunman during last
week’s deadly shooting at
Robb Elementary School
has become a key focus of
that investigation.

Police Capt. Richard
Meulenberg also said
multiple people were
wounded and that the
medical complex was a
catastrophic scene.

Police and hospital offi-
cials said they were not
ready to identify the
dead.

St. Francis Health
System locked down its
campus Wednesday after-
noon because of the situ-
ation at the Natalie
Medical Building. The
Natalie building houses
an outpatient surgery
center and a breast
health center. Dalgleish
said an orthopedic clinic
also is located on the sec-
ond floor where officers
discovered the shooter
and several victims.

This campus is sacred
ground for our communi-
ty,” said Tulsa Mayor G.T.
Bynum. For decades, this
campus has been a place
where heroes come to
work every day to save
the lives of people in our
community.”

4 killed in shooting at Tulsa medical building

Beijing, Jun 2 (AP) 

China’s government on
Thursday accused
Washington of jeopardis-
ing peace after US envoys
began trade talks with
Taiwan aimed at deepen-
ing relations with the self-
ruled island democracy
claimed by Beijing.

Talks that started
Wednesday cover trade,
regulation and other areas
based on shared values as
m a r k e t - o r i e n t e d
economies, according to
the Office of the US Trade
Representative. It did not
mention China but the
talks add to gestures that
show US support for
Taiwan amid menacing
behaviour by Beijing,
which threatens to invade.

Trade dialogues disrupt
peace and stability in the
Taiwan Strait, said a for-
eign ministry spokesman,
Zhao Lijian. He called on
Washington to stop negoti-
ating agreements with
Taiwan that have sover-
eign connotations and offi-
cial nature .

Taiwan and China split
in 1949 after a civil war
that ended with the ruling
Communist Party’s victo-
ry on the mainland. They
have multibillion-dollar
trade and investment ties
but no official relations.
Beijing says Taiwan has
no right to conduct foreign
relations. The United
States has diplomatic rela-
tions only with Beijing but
extensive informal ties
with Taiwan. The US gov-

ernment is committed by
federal law to see that the
island has the means to de-
fend itself. Zhao accused
Washington of encourag-
ing sentiment in Taiwan
in favour of declaring for-
mal independence, a step
Beijing has said previous-
ly would be grounds for an
invasion. The trade initia-
tive is intended to develop
concrete ways to deepen
the economic and trade re-
lationship and advance
mutual trade priorities
based on shared values,
said a statement by the of-
fice of USTR Katherine
Tai. Taiwan is the ninth-
largest US trading partner
and an important manu-
facturing centre for com-
puter chips and other
high-tech products.

China demands US stop
trade talks with Taiwan

Bangkok, Jun 2 (AP) 

The United Nations’ hu-
manitarian relief agency
says the number of people
displaced within strife-torn
Myanmar has for the first
time exceeded one million,
with well over half the total
losing their homes after a
military takeover last year.

The UN Office for the
Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs says
in a report that an already
critical situation is being ex-
acerbated by ongoing fight-
ing between the military
government and its oppo-
nents, the increasing prices
of essential commodities,
and the coming of mon-
soon season, while funding

for its relief efforts is severe-
ly inadequate. Its report cov-
ers the situation up to May
26. The military has hin-
dered or denied independent
access to areas not under its
control, hampering aid ef-
forts. Myanmar’s army in
February last year seized
power from the elected gov-
ernment of Aung San Suu
Kyi, triggering widespread
peaceful protests. When
those were put down with
lethal force by the army
and police, nonviolent op-
position turned into armed
resistance, and the country
slipped into what some UN
experts characterise as a
civil war.

OCHA says that fighting
has recently escalated. The
impact on civilians is wors-
ening daily with frequent in-
discriminate attacks and in-
cidents involving explosive
hazards, including land-
mines and explosive rem-
nants of war,” the report
says. It says that more than
694,300 people have become
displaced from their homes

since the army takeover,
with thousands being up-
rooted a second or third
time, and an estimated
346,000 people were dis-
placed by fighting before last
year’s takeover mostly in
frontier regions populated
by ethnic minority groups
who have been struggling for
greater autonomy for
decades.

Over one million displaced in Myanmar amid violence: UN

Ankara, Jun 2 (AP) 

Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu has sent a let-
ter to the United Nations
formally requesting that
his country be referred to
as T rkiye, the state-run
news agency reported.
The move is seen as part
of a push by Ankara to re-
brand the country and
dissociate its name from
the bird, turkey, and some

negative connotations
that are associated with
it.

Anadolu Agency said
Stephane Dujarric,
spokesman to U.N.
Secretary General
Antonio Guterres, con-
firmed receipt of the let-
ter late on Wednesday.
The agency quoted
Dujarric as saying that
the name change had be-
come effective from the
moment the letter was re-

ceived.
President Recep Tayyip

Erdogan’s government
has been pressing for the
internationally recog-
nised name Turkey to be
changed to T rkiye (tur-
key-YAY) as it is spelled
and pronounced in
Turkish. The country
called itself T rkiye in
1923 after its declaration

of independence.
In December, Erdogan

ordered the use of T rkiye
to better represent
Turkish culture and val-
ues, including demanding
that Made in T rkiye be
used instead of Made in
Turkey on exported prod-
ucts. Turkish ministries
began using T rkiye in of-
ficial documents.

No more Turkey: country in push 
to be known as ‘T rkiye’

R ight from the early days,
the Modi Government

has wanted to essentially
change the exclusion culture
that was surreptitiously built in
the six decades after independ-
ence: excluding those at the
fringe and at the bottom of the
pyramid! It made the new policy
makers restless in their quest
for equitable entrepreneurial
development through nook and
corner of our vast country. In
this regard, two schemes viz.
PM Jan Dhan Yojana and
MUDRA loans have changed the
landscape of financial inclu-
sion, both deposit and lending,
in this country with promise of
a new independence to the en-
trepreneurial spirit of the coun-
try.

In the last seven years, Banks
(including RRBs)/NBFCs/MFIs
have together disbursed 35.32
crore MUDRA loans for an
amount totalling around Rs 18.4
lakh crore, translating into an
average of Rs 52,000 loan for the
smallest of borrowers. Around
two-third of these loans are
sanctioned to Women entrepre-
neurs. Assuming that each unit
employs a minimum 2 persons,
on a conservative basis, these
units are providing employ-
ment in excess of 10 crores of
individuals.

The Government, aware of
the varied needs of those a lit-
tle short on financial under-
standing but rich with business

acumen and dreams to make it
big, created three categories of
MUDRA loans to take care of
different categories of entre-
preneurs exclusively, SHISHU,
TARUN & KISHOR. The guid-
ing philosophy was that over
time, a SHISHU loanee will not
remain in SHISHU category
forever, it will grow into a
TARUN, a TARUN will become
a KISHOR with time and so
forth, ensuring equity and
prosperity! 

But, Government had to
overcome many challenges
post-2014. There was no en-
abling system in place. No ar-
chitecture or infrastructure to
anchor the humongous vol-
umes proposed. The
Government disciplined the
prevailing culture by building
an atmosphere of trust that
was mutual. The government
was promoting entrepreneur-
ship through a clean model and
on such a colossal scale that
was never tried before. There
were opportunities for growth
and income generation but the
people who were on the mar-
gins were not sure whether
their spirit of entrepreneur-
ship would receive the enthusi-
astic support from the banking
system.

The creation of a guarantee
trust (CGFMU) by the
Government ensured Banks
and other Financial intermedi-
aries became confident in loan

acceptance and disbursals.
Loans up to Rs 10 lakhs now
enjoy a guarantee from the
Federal Government-spon-
sored Trust. Lenders have the
additional comfort to lend with-
out asking for any other collat-
eral security. Soon this became
an all-encompassing phenome-
non whereby ordinary citizens
of this country found the por-
tals of big financial entities
open for them seamlessly!

The Government also used
technology to deliver and moni-
tor the process. Banking
Correspondents were roped in
to promote wider acceptance of
the scheme and to make people
familiar with the scheme par-
ticulars and nitty-gritties.
There are many fascinating
success stories of empower-
ment of people, through the
MUDRA scheme. Many of such
success stories belong to
women borrowers who have es-
tablished themselves at the
forefront of livelihood support
to their families and even pro-
vide employment to other fami-
lies. They have freed them-
selves from the perennial
bondages of informal money
lenders and have scaled up
with finance from Banks.
Women beneficiaries make
two-third of MUDRA loanees,
many of them coming from so-
cially disadvantaged groups
changing the socio-cultural fab-
ric of the country.

These success stories remind
that micro business through
hardships and follies, through
turmoil and challenges can
only grow bigger! No challenge
could break their indomitable
spirit and resilience. The coun-
try also witnessed the resolute
spirit of entrepreneurial India
during Covid phase. Some
learned people said that there
would be great stress in the sys-
tem, the sticky loans will grow
manifold. But, to their dismay,

the system was strong enough
to come through unscathed.
The government kept the
pledge to support this fearless
new breed of business class in-
tact. Government also intro-
duced a 2% interest subvention
scheme to lessen the burden of
borrowers to a great extent that
continues till today.

A new digital India has been
unfolding that is revolutioniz-
ing our financial systems.
Today, India has a streamlined
system that helps a person to
use a Bank’s app to apply for a
loan from the comfort of
his/her home. New opportuni-
ties are being created witness-
ing NBFCs and Micro Finance
institutions joining hands with
Banks/RRBs to dole out
MUDRA loans in. Corporates
are finding new supply chains.
There is a multiplier effect in
play, one rupee of credit given is
making much more in the cir-
cular economy. There are social
securities embedded, for the
borrowers and their families
that was never thought of be-
fore! Going forward, various
government welfare schemes
and promotional schemes in
agriculture and MSME could be
better integrated with MUDRA
schemes, as also better usage of
fin-tech and start-up ecosystem
to bring forth an immersive, 360
degrees development perspec-
tive that transcends bound-
aries. MUDRA is a success
story that just goes on to show
how right political intent can
meet socio-economic-cultural
forces for a multiplier effect on
change that is sustainable and
equitable. We, somehow believe
that this is just the beginning of
AMRIT KAAL for an entrepre-
neurial India that believes in it-
self ! 

(The author is Group Chief
Economic Advisor, State Bank
of India. Views are personal)
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Moral political 
awakening needed
among Legislatures
A few days ago a minister of

Panjab govt was expelled from
the cabinet and put behind for
demanding money from the
business for alloting the tenders
to them and presently he is on ju-
dicial remand for fourteen days.
After this action there was great
publicity that present govern-
ment has zero tolerance towards
corruption and strict action will
be taken against any person who
is found involved in corruption.
and the good message gone at
the ground level about the sin-
cerity and honesty of the govt.
There is need to understand the
other face of govt. Yesterday in
Delhi the minister was booked by
ED for the case which occurred
five years ago and his relatives
are also involved in the illegal
transactions.and the stand of the
party is totally reverse to the
statements made in Panjab as
both govts are run by the same
party.In Delhi the party is saying
that it is a political Vendata and
due to the assembly elections to
be held in the last of this year.We
also take the example of
Maharashtra whose one cabinet
minister is in the jail and holding
the post of cabinet minister and
that minister belong to NCP
whose national president has
high moral values and the party
can follow the example of Lal
Krishn Advani who submitted
the resignation when his name
appeared in Jain Hawala diary
and it is expected from NCP that
cabinet minister's resignation be
submitted. Last week Panjab
state was declared First in the
field of education. Sorry to men-
tion here that education minister
casted aspirations on this survey
as the USP of Delhi government
is best education being provided
in Delhi and due to this reason
headlines of present subject
matter is "Moral political awak-
ening needed among
Legislatures." It is expected from
the Panjab govt to be more cau-
tious while making the state-
ments as just yesterday Famous
singer Siddu Musawala was
branded as Gangster and even
DGP had to submit the appology
from the public.As Panjab is a
border state and antisocial as
well as anti-national elements
are always active and there is
need to remain extra careful.In
the last let the  legislature be
moraly and politically be awak-
ened while issuing any state-
ment in the public domain.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

Prepare for a heat
wave 

Despite temperatures reach-
ing well above 40 degrees
Celsius in March, April, and May,
scientists claim that the hottest
part of 2022 is yet to arrive in
India. There are a few things you
can do to get ready for a heat
wave. The first step is to reduce
energy consumption. Pets
should be kept indoors, and
owners should make sure they
have plenty of drink and a cool
place to stay in. During the
hottest part of the day, people
should stay inside. Those who
must venture outside should
bring drink, sunscreen and a hat.
Also, during the summer, make
sure you drink lots of water.
Dehydration is fatal.

CChhaannddaann  KKuummaarr  NNaatthh,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

SSuurreesshh  PPrraabbhhuu@@
ssuurreesshhpppprraabbhhuu

I met dynamic IAS officer
@sonalgoelias Ji, who is
serving the nation & commu-
nities with empathy, com-
mitment, and compassion.
She is working as Resident
Commissioner of Tripura.

rraajjaammoouullii  ssss@@ssssrraajjaammoouullii

Aamir is coming back after 4 years
with a soulful film. Loved the trailer
of #LaalSinghChaddha.  He’s rock-
ing it like he always does. Can’t wait
to watch this one in theatres. My
best wishes to the entire team.

AAmmaarriinnddeerr  SSiinngghh  RRaajjaa
WWaarrrriinngg@@RRaajjaaBBrraarr__IINNCC

Total anarchy, as law and order collapses
completely in Punjab. A bus hijacked and
passengers looted at gunpoint in broad
daylight on busy Ludhiana-Jalandhar high-
way today. While common man shivers in
fear, criminals have no fear of law.
@BhagwantMann presides over Jungleraj.

TThhee  NNeeww  YYoorrkk
TTiimmeess@@nnyyttiimmeess

The war in Ukraine is push-
ing the country to expand
its prosthetics industry.
“There are already hun-
dreds. The numbers are
frightening,” a Ukrainian
doctor said, referring to the
number of soldiers who
have lost limbs.

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

The Kerala government has converted scrapped buses into classrooms for teaching kids. What a wonderful and
creative idea! Other States should emulate.

PPIIBB  IInnddiiaa@@PPIIBB__IInnddiiaa

Puppetry in Odisha is considered as
an art form that is almost dead, The
film explores the life and times of
three veteran puppeteers who have
contributed to the growth and sur-
vival of the form.

T he decision by the Supreme Court this week that the powers of the
Centre and the tates to legislate on GST-related issues are equal de-

bunks the idea that the Centre can ride roughshod over the states, as it has
been  happening  to  a  large  extent.  The court’s judgment also strengthens
the cause of  the states, which have been complaining about the Centre’s
unfair practices. Stressing the importance of ‘cooperative federalism’ for
the wellbeing of  democracy, the Supreme Court held that Union and State
legislatures have “equal, simultaneous and unique powers” to make laws on
GST and the recommendations of the GST Council are not binding on them.
The court held that according to the Constitution  Amendment  Act  of
2016, parliament intended for the recommendations of  the GST Council to
only have a persuasive value, particularly when interpreted along with the
objective of the GST regime to foster cooperative federalism  and  harmony
between  the constituent units. The bench comprising Justices D
YChandrachud, Surya Kant and Vikram Nath pointed  out that the ‘recom-
mendations’ of the GST Council are the product of a collaborative dialogue
involving   the   Union   and   States   and therefore considering these as
binding edicts would disrupt fiscal federalism, where both the Union and
the States are conferred equal power to legislate on GST. The court further
asserted that it is not imperative that one of the federal units must always
possess a higher share in the power  for  the  federal  units  to  make deci-
sions. Indian federalism is a dialogue between cooperative and uncoopera-
tive federalism where the federal units are at liberty to use different means
of persuasion ranging from collaboration to contestation. Many states, par-
ticularly the opposition-ruled states of Kerala, Bengal, Delhi and Punjab,
have been complaining about the Centre’s high-handedness in the fiscal is-
sues related to GST. The compensation to be provided to the states for loss
of  tax  revenue  on  account of the adoption of the new GST regime has
been a constant irritant between the Centre and the States.  The Centre is
committed to compensate  states  bimonthly  for  any shortfall they incur in
the first five years of the implementation of GST considering a14 percent
growth in subsumed in direct taxes. But the Centre has been defaulting on
payments on various pretexts, including blaming them for resorting to ways
and means  route  or  market  borrowings  to manage their acute fiscal pres-
sure. A   joint   statement   of   the   finance ministers of opposition-ruled
states had pointed out that GST revenues accounted for  nearly  60  percent
of the  states’  tax revenues  and  the  delay  in  the  central payments was
causing deficits of up to 50 percent of the total GST dues. The Centre has
virtually been arm-twisting the states on their borrowings on the issue. In
fact, the Centre has been hardening its   stand   even   on   the   payment   of
compensation already due to them. It is said to be even toying with the idea
that the states no longer deserve central compensation as the GST revenue
collections  have  been  showing  robust growth in recent months and as
such do not need compensation. Apparently, there has been a growth of 20
percent in GST revenue collections in April as opposed to 14 percent backed
by  GST  compensation  from  the Centre. This is in the wake of a significant
recovery  in  the  private  consumption expenditure to pre-pandemic   levels,
boosting tax revenues. The landmark GST verdict has described many of
the central government’s assertions as far fetched and unreasonable. It
pointed  out  that  the provisions of the IGST Act and CGST Act to the effect
that the Union government is to act on the recommendations of the GST
Council must be interpreted with reference to the purpose of the original
enactment, which is to create a uniform taxation system.The GST was intro-
duced since different States could earlier provide different tax slabs and
different exemptions. Merely because a few of the recommendations of the
GST  Council  are  binding  on  the government, it cannot be argued that all
of the GST Council’s recommendations are binding, the court emphasised. 

GST verdict strengthens
cause of States in fiscal

management

A ccording to the World Health Organization (WHO), cardiovascular
disease (CVD) is one of the leading causes of death worldwide,

and tobacco use and second-hand smoke exposure contribute to approxi-
mately 12% of all heart disease deaths. Tobacco use is the second leading
cause of heart disease, after high blood pressure. Despite the known
harms of tobacco to heart health, and the availability of solutions to re-
duce related death and disease, knowledge among a large section of the
public is that tobacco is one of the leading causes of CVD. Tobacco in-
creases the risk of developing CVD, which includes coronary heart disease
(CHD), heart attacks, hypertensive heart disease, stroke, peripheral arte-
rial disease (PAD), etc. Whether the tobacco ischewingor smoking, it dam-
ages blood vessels, temporarily raises blood pressure and lowers exercise
tolerance. Tobacco increases the tendency for blood to clot. Blood clots in
the arteries can further cause a range of heart problems, which ultimately
result in a stroke or sudden death. Chewing tobacco or snuff may be less
dangerous than smoking tobacco, but eventually, after long-term use,
they too lead to grave heart problems. Smoking tobacco, including ciga-
rettes, cigars and pipes, and shisha (hookah) has a devastating impact on
our cardiovascular health. Smoking tobacco triples the risk of dying from
heart disease. Every cigarette we smoke and/or every session of shisha
we do makes us more likely to get heart disease. The WHO points out that
the total volume of smoke inhaled during an hour-long session of shisha is
equivalent to smoking 100 to 150 cigarettes. About 30% of all heart dis-
ease deaths worldwide are directly related to tobacco smoking. Contrary
to public perception, smoking-caused heart disease results in more deaths
per year than smoking-caused lung cancer. When it comes to heart dis-
ease prevention, no amount of smoking is safe. Even smoking occasionally
increases the risk of heart disease. People who quit smoking dramatically
reduce their risk of dying from heart disease. The body begins to repair it-
self almost immediately. No matter how long or how much one smoked,
one will start reaping rewards as soon as one quits. Quitting smoking can
help people who already have heart disease. People who quit smoking can
cut their risk of having another heart attack or dying of heart disease in
half. When a smoker quits, the risk of heart disease death begins to fall al-
most immediately, but it takes 15 years for the risk to approach that of a
non-smoker. obacco smoke contains high levels of carbon monoxide,
which in turn affects the heart (increases a heartbeat) by reducing the
amount of oxygen the blood can carry to the other parts of the body. The
nicotine present in tobacco smoke causes an increase in heart rate and
blood pressure. Over time, these cause extraordinary 'wear and tear' on
the cardiovascular system. Chemicals in tobacco smoke can form athero-
sclerosis in the coronary arteries, leading to narrowing of the coronary ar-
teries and thus restricting the blood flow to the heart. Atherosclerosis
makes the heart work harder increasing heart rate and blood pressure to
get sufficient oxygen and nutrition. When one or more of the coronary ar-
teries are completely blocked, a heart attack (injury to the heart muscle or
myocardial infarction) may occur. The burden of tobacco-related heart
disease and death is high in India. There is a significant economic burden
in India due to resources invested in healthcare to treat tobacco-related
heart diseases. Besides the treatment-related expenditure, the indirect
cost due to absence from work, premature death, loss of working family
members, etc. constitute a greater burden on the nation. Smoking is now
the most identifiable risk factor for heart attacks among young people in
India. A report of the AIIMS, New Delhi indicates that in India, 76% of
young heart attack victims are smokers. As tobacco-related heart dis-
eases are preventable by quitting tobacco consumption, the Government
and NGOs should offer medical (such as nicotine replacement therapy, be-
havioural therapy, etc.) and social help to the smokers to quit tobacco
smoking. One should try on his own to quit smoking to get rid of tobacco-
related heart disease and death. The Government must protect people
from exposure to tobacco smoke by creating completely smoke-free in-
door public places, workplaces and public transport. The Government
should implement harsh anti-tobacco laws and ban on tobacco advertis-
ing/promotion/sponsorship Tax on tobacco should be increased to make
them less affordable. Vigorous campaigns focusing on the health hazards
of tobacco consumption and highlighting the bountiful benefits once the
habit is kicked are the need of the hour.

Tobacco and heart disease:
The disastrous link
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SOUMYA KANTI GHOSH

Students perform a dance during Pravesanolsavam, a programme welcoming the new students to the schools in
Kerala, at a school in Kozhikode, Wednesday.

Mudra loan: Building bridges to equitable prosperity

SSuusshhiill  KKeeddiiaa@@ssuusshhiillkkeeddiiaa

Love is the Divine force. Even
God wants us to only love him.
But then He has left man to
remain petty to try & Lord over
other men.

PRAVESANOLSAVAM
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Tomato prices 

New Delhi: Union
Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey on
Thursday said retail
tomato prices should
stablise in the next
two weeks in southern
states, where the rates
have increased
sharply due to crop
damage owing to local
rains. As per the data
maintained by the
consumer affairs min-
istry, retail tomato
prices are ruling be-
tween Rs 50 and 106
per kg in several loca-
tions. The same situa-
tion prevails in
Maharasthra as well.
Barring Delhi, where
tomato is being sold at
Rs 40 per kg, retail
prices in other metro
cities were ruling
high on June 2.
Tomato was sold at Rs
77 per kg in Mumbai
and Kolkata, and at Rs
60 per kg in Chennai
on Thursday, the data
showed.

400 kV substation 
New Delhi: Godrej &
Boyce on Thursday
said it has commis-
sioned a gas insulated
substation (GIS) at
Naubatpur and
Jakkanpur towns in
Bihar. The substation
is commissioned by
Power Infrastructure
and Renewable
Energy (PIRE) busi-
ness unit of Godrej &
Boyce Mfg. Co. Ltd,
the company said in a
statement. "It will con-
nect the towns on a
state-level grid
through 400kV, 220kV,
132kV & amp; 33kV
transmission lines,
contributing to the
district of Patna by
the easy access to reli-
able quality power
with a transformation
capacity of 1000
MVA," it said.
According to the com-
pany, this is the first
ever 400kV GIS sub-
station of Bihar.

Train cooperatives

New Delhi: The
Government e-
Marketplace (GeM)
team will be hand-
holding and training
cooperatives to on-
board them on GeM so
that they can take ad-
vantage of buying
goods and services at
competitive rates
from the platform, a
senior official said. To
start with the process,
GeM would first on-
board 1,475 multi-state
cooperatives, GeM
CEO P K Singh said.

Bank credit 
Mumbai: Bank cred-
it to NBFCs grew in
double digit in FY22
with outstanding
bank credit to them
rising by 10.4 per cent
to Rs 10.5 lakh crore on
the back of improve-
ment in overall eco-
nomic activities and
banks' renewed focus
on the NBFC sector
following improve-
ment in their balance
sheets, says a report.
In absolute terms, ac-
cording to an analysis
by Care Ratings, bank
credit to non-banking
financial companies
(NBFCs) expanded by
Rs 99,000 crore in
FY22, from FY21.

GLOBAL INNOVATION CONNECT

Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai with Mohandas Pai, Co-founder, Aarin Capital during the inaugu-
ral session of India Global Innovation Connect, in Bengaluru, Thursday, June 2, 2022.

New Delhi, Jun 02:  

With fuel prices re-
maining unchanged for
almost two months de-
spite a rise in cost, oil
companies have started
detailing under-recover-
ies or losses, which are as
high as Rs 17.1 per litre on
petrol and Rs 20.4 on
diesel.

Oil Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said fuel retail-
ers have knocked on the
doors of the government
seeking 'relief' but has-
tened to add that pricing
is their decision. While
refusing to comment on
reports of private oil re-
finers making a killing on
importing Russian crude
oil at deep discounts and
exporting refined petrole-
um products to the US,
the minister said the fi-
nance ministry was the

appropriate authority to
decide on the levy of a
windfall tax on high gains
the oil and gas producers
are making due to surge
in international energy
prices.

"All our corporate citi-
zens have a sense of re-
sponsibility," he told a
news conference here.
"These actions (revision
in fuel prices) are taken
by companies."  Oil firms,
he said, do not come to
him for consultations on

revising fuel prices. Local
pump rates are bench-
marked to around USD 85
per barrel crude oil price
while Brent is currently
trading at USD 113. This
has resulted in a gap be-
tween cost and selling
price, referred to as
under-recovery or loss. As
of June 2, the industry
was losing Rs 17.1 a litre
on petrol and Rs 20.4 on
diesel.

"They (oil companies)
are talking under-recover-
ies. They are talking
about that. As I said, they
are responsible corporate
citizens and they will take
whatever decision they
have to," Puri said. "Yes
they come to us, it is an
open secret. They come to
us and say we need relief
here, we need relief there
but ultimately it (pricing)
is their decision." 

Fuel retailers talking 
of under-recoveries on

petrol, diesel: Puri

Chennai, Jun 02: 

Hinduja Group flag-
ship company Ashok
Leyland on Thursday
said it has unveiled its
first eight-wheel truck --
AVTR 2620 -- making the
company to be the only
player to have full range
of trucks based on lift
axle technology. The new
product would offer ex-
cellent operational flexi-
bility to customers to
choose the option based
on their load, best in
class Total Cost of
Operation benefits, the
company claimed in a
statement here.

"With this launch of
AVTR 2620, Ashok
Leyland becomes the
first and only player in
the country to have a full
range of trucks based on
lift axle technology from
Gross Vehicle Weight

(GVW) of 25.5 to 47.5
tonne," the company
said. The new product
can be operated as a 25.5
tonne truck with lift axle
down and as a 18.5 tonne
GVW truck with lift axle

up, offering lower fuel
and operating costs, dur-
ing light load, it said.
"Ashok Leyland has a
history of introducing
products which have dis-
rupted the commercial

vehicle industry. AVTR
2620 with its unique lift
axle configuration offers
higher Total Cost of
Operation (TCO) advan-
tage to our customers op-
erating in ec-om, parcel
and tanker," company,
Head-Medium and Heavy
Commercial Vehicle,

Sanjeev Kumar
said. "AVTR
2620 is a testa-
ment of Ashok

Leyland's tech-
nological pru-

dence and our commit-
ment towards providing
better logistical solu-
tions to customers," he
said. The truck built on
the AVTR modular truck
platform, offers flexibili-
ty of multiple cabin and
features option. The
loading span ranges
from 24 feet to 32 feet
among others, the state-
ment added.

Ashok Leyland unveils eight-wheel truck AVTR 2620

New Delhi, Jun 02:  

Finance Secretary T V
Somanathan on
Wednesday appealed
states and Union
Territories to optimise
use of Aadhaar within
the existing legal frame-
work for improving deliv-
ery of services to people.
While speaking at a work-
shop organised by
Unique Identification
Authority of India
(UIDAI), Somanathan
said Indians must be
proud of the fact that
Aadhaar was created by
India, not copied from the
western world.

He said that everybody
shares a social security
number in the United
States and it is not a state
secret there. "We already
have a supreme court

judgment on this subject
and there is a law. So,
within the contours of
that law and sticking
within the parameters of
the law, we should un-
abashedly do everything
that will help us to maxi-
mize the potential of
Aadhaar without having
any sort of apprehension
that something is wrong,"
Somanathan said. He ap-

pealed the government
departments to maximize
the potential of the scien-
tific and administrative
achievement -- Aadhaar.
Government think-tank
Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh
Kant said that Aadhaar
has played a critical role
in bridging the digital di-
vide empowering benefi-
ciaries, bringing trans-
parency and saving a vast
sum of public money.

He said that Aadhaar is
not only the bedrock of
various government
schemes and service de-
liveries to more than 350
central and 500 state and
Union Territory schemes
but has also made monu-
mental exemplary impact
on the digitisation of
public infrastructure
which has enabled more
inclusive development.

Finance secy appeals states to optimise
Aadhaar use within legal framework

New Delhi, Jun 02: 

Motorola India an-
nounced the launch of its
'stylish entertainer’, the
moto e32s, on
F l i p k a r t , J i o M a r t ,
Reliance Digital and
across 60,000+ retail
stores, through Jio Mart
Digital.Aimed at giving
the most premium, con-
temporary, and
durabledesigns in the
budget segment, the moto
e32s comes with a premi-
um PMMAfinish, an ultra
slim and durable design
with segment’s first IP52
rating. The device is also
optimized for providing
the most fluid viewing ex-
perience with a stun-
ning90Hz 6.5” IPS LCD dis-
play with a punch hole de-
sign. The moto e32s in ad-
dition to its premium de-
sign and display offers
multiple best in class fea-

tures such as segment’s
first Android™ 12operat-

ing system ensuring
aseamless user experi-
ence,abrilliant 16MP AI-
powered triple camerasys-
tem, a massive 5000mAh
batterywith 15W charging
capability that lasts up to
40 hours on a single
charge. The mote e32s also
features class leadingsecu-
rity features and perform-
ance with a side mounted
fingerprint sensor and
MediaTek’s latestocta-core
processor with LPDDR4X
RAM that provides excep-
tional performance for its
segment. The moto e32s
comes in 3GB + 32GB and
4GB + 64GB variants with
twoSIM slots plus a dedi-
cated microSD slot up to
1TB. The e32s also comes
with segment’s best con-
nectivity features includ-
ing dual band WiFiand
2X2 MIMO for the most op-
timized broadband and 4G
connectivity.

Motorola launches moto e32s 
Bengaluru, Jun 02: 

Truecaller, the leading
global communications
platform is pleased to an-
nounce several upcoming
product features for an-
droid users that are ex-
pecting to be rolled out in
the coming weeks.

The new features in-
clude a Voice Call
Launcher for VoIP calling,
a Passcode Lock for the
SMS inbox, enhanced Call
Logs, simplified and in-
stant Call Reason, face fil-
ters for Video Caller ID
and an AI Smart
Assistant. All of these fea-
tures will enable users to
experience secured, has-
sle-free and efficient com-
munication. Commenting
on the upcoming develop-
ments, Rishit
Jhunjhunwala, Chief

Product Officer and
Managing Director, India,
said: “The constant feed-
back we receive from our
users has always helped us
innovate and serve better.
With a host of upcoming
additions, we are promis-
ing exciting times ahead
for our Android users
globally. These features
will not only offer an effi-
cient and safe communica-
tion experience but will
also give users more
power and the ability to
exercise greater control
over their communication
and important data.”

Truecaller’s vision is to
enable users to take
charge of their conversa-
tions, engage with their
peers with efficiency and
make the most of the vir-
tual world that is the inter-
net.

Truecaller unveils
product roadmap

New Delhi, Jun 02:  

In an apparent bid to en-
courage a significant sec-
tion of its employees to
voluntarily retire, Air
India on Wednesday re-
duced the eligibility age
from 55 to 40 and an-
nounced cash incentive.
The Tata Group took con-
trol of Air India on
January 27 after success-
fully winning the bid for
the airline on October 8
last year.

Since April, the airline's
chairman N
Chandrasekaran has re-

jigged the top manage-
ment of the airline, bring-
ing in senior and middle-
level executives who have
worked in other compa-
nies of the Tata group
such as Tata Steel and
Vistara.

In a communique sent
to employees on
Wednesday, the airline
said that according to the
existing regulations of Air
India, permanent employ-
ees can avail voluntary re-
tirement if they are of 55
years of age or more and
they have worked in the
carrier for 20 years.

Air India offers cash incentive,
reduces eligibility age to encourage

staff to voluntarily retire

Kolkata, Jun 01: 

Nestle India is looking
to tap opportunities in
new categories such as
'healthy ageing', 'plant-
based nutrition' and
'healthy snacking' to boost
growth in the country, its
Chairman and Managing
Director Suresh
Narayanan said on
Wednesday. He also said
the company's existing
businesses, ranging from
nutrition, breakfast cere-
als and beverages to
chocolate and confec-
tionery, have "headroom
for penetration".
Narayanan said he is opti-
mistic about the consump-
tion scenario of the coun-
try, even though the cur-
rent high inflation print is
"likely to last for a while".
"The growth strategy of

the company continues to
be aggressive. Our cate-
gories have headroom for
penetration. There are
new opportunities
whether it is in healthy
ageing products, plant-
based nutrition, healthy
snacking and the toddler
segment (for nutrition).
All of these will be hap-
pening in the next couple
of years. "What we are
looking at is new cate-

gories rather than new
brands. Some of it could
be under Nestle's name.
We are looking at more
platforms for growth,"
Narayanan said, adding,
the company is focusing
on premiumisation of
products across its seg-
ments.

Nestle India has close to
20 brands such as Maggi,
Kitkat and Nescafe in
India, while globally, the
FMCG giant features
around 2,000 brands. Of
its annual sales, 20-30 per
cent comes from the
'Maggi' portfolio, while
milk and nutrition is the
largest at 45 per cent, he
said. The contribution of
coffee and beverages has
gone up to 13-14 per cent
from 10-11 per cent, and
the chocolate business is
growing well .

Nestle India eyeing new 
categories to push growth

New Delhi, Jun 02:  

Kia India on Thursday
forayed into the electric ve-
hicle segment in the coun-
try with the launch of EV6,
priced at Rs 59.95 lakh (ex-
showroom). Built on a dedi-
cated EV platform -- the
electric-global modular
platform (E-GMP), the EV6
marks the beginning of
Kia's EV journey in the
country. The model would
be available in two trims --
priced at Rs 59.95 lakh and
Rs 64.95 lakh respectively.
Speaking at the launch,
Kia India Managing
Director and CEO Tae-Jin
Park said the company will
invest in scaling up its
presence in the EV sector.

The company's parent,
Kia Corporation has al-
ready announced invest-

ment of around USD 22.22
billion in its business oper-
ations over the next five
years. A part of this invest-
ment will be made in devel-
oping products that will be
sold in India and in setting
up infrastructure. "We are
fully capable of manufac-
turing EVs for India. The
company is evaluating var-
ious battery electric vehi-

cles (BEVs) for the mar-
ket," Park said. The compa-
ny plans to bring an India
centric EV by 2025, he
noted. As part of its EV
journey in the country, the
company plans to intro-
duce various body styles to
cater to both mass market
and premium segments.
"The diverse customer
base of India inspires us,

and our strategy is to be in
sync with their aspira-
tions, and our efforts are
targeted towards fulfilling
the evolved customers'
needs. Now, we are ready
for the next phase of our
India journey with our in-
vestment in R&D, manufac-
turing, and development of
EV infrastructure in
India," Park noted.

Kia India forays into EV segment, 
drives in EV6 priced at Rs 59.95 lakh

Kajal Pisal feels story matters
not time slot as ‘Sirf Tum’ to

now air now at 6 pm

Actress Kajal Pisal, currently
seen playing the role of

Asha in TV show 'Sirf Tum',
feels the time slot does-
n't affect much if audi-
ences are fond of the
show. She says, "I don't
feel the time slot mat-
ters a lot. I have acted
in shows which aired
both on early and late
time slots. Though airing on
prime time is an opportunity. But I have expe-
rience that if people are fond of the show and
the story. They will make sure to watch it. So
I'm taking the change of time slot of our
show very positively." 'Sirf Tum' produced
by Rashmi Sharma Telefilms earlier aired at
8 pm from Monday to Friday will now air at
6 pm from Monday to Saturday on Colors
TV. The actress says that now they will
also air on Saturday. She continues, "I'm

glad that now we will also have one more day to
connect with our audience. As a team we are
working hard and giving our best to entertain
our audience."

Pooja Hegde to soon join
Vijay Deverakonda for 

‘Jana Gana Mana’ shoot

Pooja Hegde, who turned heads at Cannes with her re-
cent appearance, will soon collaborate with the mak-

ers of 'Jana Gana Mana.' In the Vijay Deverakonda-Puri
Jagannadh film 'Jana Gana Mana,' the actress will

play the female lead. Sources also suggest that the ac-
tress will begin filming the action drama in
Mumbai in the first week of June. She'll be filming
her scenes in Mumbai. Puri Jagannadh is getting
ready to bring 'Jana Gana Mana' on the sets, as the
movie is currently in the pre-production phase.
The movie will is expected to be made in at least
five languages and will be featured prominently
as a pan-India film. Pooja Hegde, who has had a
string of failures, is desperate for a hit. She had
previously appeared in the flop films 'Beast' star-
ring Vijay, 'Radhe Shyam' starring Prabhas, and
'Acharya' starring Ram Charan.

Be ready for the
epic showdown

A
fter completing 500 episodes Sony Sab's
Maddam sir is ready to cross greater
milestones with its gripping sto-

rylines and affable performances.
As the mahila thana is forced to

merge with a male-run thana right
next to them due to a lack of govern-
ment funding, everyone including
Haseena (Gulki Joshi), Karishma
(Yukti Kapoor), Santosh (Bhavika
Sharma) and Pushpa (Sonali
Naik) are visibly concerned of
losing the identity and pride of
the only women-led police sta-
tion. Sadly, the cash crunch has
left them with no other option but to
surrender to this situation.

Amar Vidrohi (Savi Thakur) who
heads the male police thana is making
his way into their lives as he is deter-
mined to challenge the female cops'
competency and belittle them. Due to
the constant comparison to his much
more accomplished sister, since child-
hood, he finally sees this an an oppor-
tunity prove his capabilities. Haseena
can't let this happen to the team. But
how will she manage to stop this unde-
sired merger? Can the two thanas co-
exist?

Haseena, apart from being a commit-
ted cop, is single in life and so is Amar.
Will the situation bring Haseena and
Amar together? What if this is the begin-
ning of a love-hate brew? Watch out for
more.

Gulki Joshi who plays Haseena in
Maddam sir says "I am crossing my fin-
gers for the upcoming episodes because,
with Amar's entry, Haseena is going to un-
lock a new side of hers. She has been sin-
gle all her life and Amar can either be-
come direct competition or her dearest
friend in the long run. Certain series of
events lead them to form a relationship.
Now, what kind of a relationship? That is
interesting! Is Maddam finally going to get
a Sir?"

Tune into Maddam Sir from Monday
to Saturday at 10:00 PM only on Sony
SAB.

I
t is more vital than ever
for each of us to concen-
trate our efforts and act

conscientiously in the inter-
ests of environmental con-
servation. On this World
Environment Day, &TV
artists Shivya Pathania
(Devi Parvati, Baal Shiv),
Farhana Fatema (Shanti
Mishra, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha hai? ), Himani

Shivpuri (Katori Amma,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan),

and Shubhangi Atre
(Angoori Bhabi,

Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai) talk about

the importance
of sustain-

ability and
conserva-

tion. Farhana Fatema, aka
Shanti Mishra in &TV’s Aur
Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai?,
shares, “This World
Environment Day, we must
shift from harming the plan-
et to healing it, and charity
begins at home. Electricity
consumption without
thought is harmful to the en-
vironment in more ways
than one! Whenever I am in
my hometown, Uttar
Pradesh, my family and I
make sure that we utilize the
least power possible. Simple
efforts such as unplugging
electronics when not in use,
using natural light through-
out the day, and using air
conditioning rationally and
intelligently could go a long
way toward energy conser-
vation and an effective cool-
ing system. The good news is
that the solutions and the
technology exist and are in-
creasingly affordable”.

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai? at 9:30 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at 10:30
pm, airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV.

ACROSS

1. City haze

5. Teller of falsehoods

9. Sandwich shops

14. Tresses

15. Stare

16. Got up

17. Prince Charles's sister

18. Broken

20. Similar to

21. Small child

22. Inferior

23. More flavorful

25. Total

26. Wrinkle

28. Male cats

32. Diminishes

36. Broadcast

37. Inspiration

38. Speedy

39. Gun owners' org.

40. Accompanying

41. Bolted

42. Corp. head

43. False

44. Alluring

45. Truthful

47. Bowling target

48. Meal ender

53. Of the mail

57. Zilch

58. Petition

59. Look forward to

61. Aid and ____

62. Gaze steadily

63. Jungle animals

64. Medicine quantity

65. More angry

66. Chaps

67. Washstand item

DOWN

1. Commandment verb

2. Craze

3. Pig's sounds

4. Welcome

5. Lingers

6. Disregard

7. Oodles (2 wds.)

8. GOP member

9. Risked

10. Ages

11. Tennis strokes

12. Emerald ____

13. Prophet

19. Senior

24. Like some tea

25. Europe's neighbor

27. Slugger Hank ____

28. Pinball no-no
29. Fragrance
30. Waiter's handout
31. Wise man
32. Pound sounds
33. Hay unit
34. Pinnacle
35. Orderly
39. Broadway sign
40. Industrious insects
42. Hot pepper
43. Futile
46. Rewrote
47. Trotter's kin
49. Gardener's tool
50. Macaroni shape
51. ____ Witherspoon of "Sweet Home
Alabama"
52. Starchy veggie (sl.)
53. Mountain gap
54. Wise about
55. Big Dipper component
56. Fatigue
57. ____ Valley (vineyard site)
60. Companion
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Travel could be on your mind. You're
probably excited about the possibility
of a future vacation. You might need to
finalize some arrangements today but
find it difficult to reach people you
need to speak to. This is frustrating,
Aquarius, but it shouldn't lessen your
enthusiasm. Keep trying. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today you might need to execute some
paperwork regarding money, Pisces. Bills
might need to be paid, deposits made, or
checks collected. Minor incidents could
interrupt you, causing some frustration.
Communication of all kinds, including
those with people close to you, might go
awry during the day. It doesn't change
the positive turn your life is taking. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today you might be feeling particularly
warm and loving toward a romantic part-
ner, and the feeling is likely reciprocated.
You could have trouble reaching each
other, Aries. Phone messages may not be
received, or perhaps the person has some-
thing important to do. Eventually the two
of you will speak, even if you aren't able to
do what you want before tomorrow.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Ideas for creative, artistic, or service-ori-
ented work might be coming thick and
fast, although you could be torn between
different possibilities, Taurus. All your
ideas seem workable, yet you feel you
should settle on one for the moment. It
might be a good idea to ask the advice of
others. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Your enthusiasm for group activities and
social events is high, Gemini. You might
want to discuss your ideas with others.
However, you could have trouble reach-
ing people you need to speak with. This
can be frustrating, but your enthusiasm
isn't likely to flag because of it. Keep
trying. Eventually you'll accomplish
your goal. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You might be expecting some visitors to
your home, Cancer, and looking forward to
it. However, your plans could be frustrated
in some way through miscommunication,
undelivered messages, delays due to traffic,
or other obstacles. Don't let this dim your
enthusiasm. Whatever you're trying to do
will eventually come to fruition in spite of
temporary frustrations. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today you might feel a powerful need
to write down your thoughts, Leo, but
they could prove a bit too amorphous
for you to put into words. You might
also have difficulty making contact
with friends or loved ones. You may
keep missing each other. Getting to
where you want to go could prove frus-
trating. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A small financial windfall might have you
in a bit of a quandary about how to spend
it, Virgo. You could have a bill you partic-
ularly want to pay, but you might also
want to treat yourself to a minor luxury of
some kind. The best option now might be
to indulge yourself a little. You've been
working hard, and unless you're behind
on your bills, you deserve a little treat. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Communication with those closest to
you might prove difficult today, Libra.
You might end up playing endless
phone tag. This can be a bit distress-
ing, because you're feeling especially
warm and loving toward them right
now. You might even worry that per-
haps they're angry and don't want to
talk to you. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you might work on an artistic project
of some kind. You'll put in a lot of effort,
Scorpio, yet the results may not turn out to be
exactly what you wanted. This could result in
many revisions. Eventually, you're going to
have to stop. It's possible to revise and cor-
rect too much. Whatever you're working on,
try to remain objective and not get too caught
up in unrealistic expectations.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Although you should be feeling especially
close to friends, lovers, and family,
Sagittarius, you might find it hard to com-
municate with them today. Perhaps they
have troubles they prefer to keep private
and you're confused, wondering if they're
upset with you. Chances are they aren't.
However, they probably need to work
things out for themselves. Be patient. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

A desire to do some redecorating, perhaps
in anticipation of hosting a future social
event, might prove frustrating today. You
probably have some definite ideas,
Capricorn, but can't find the materials you
need to produce the results you want.
Whatever you're planning, it might be a
good idea to phone around in advance and
see what resources are available. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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&TV artists talk
about sustainable

lifestyle

W
ho is a teacher?
They are our
friends, philoso-

phers, and guides at a time
when we are navigating a
sea change in our outlook
and surroundings. They are
the ones who show us the
right path in life’s labyrinth
and are our torchbearers to a
better life. They have a world
of responsibility on their
shoulders and cannot afford
to do wrong. When they do
stray, the way back to light
should be quick and effec-
tive. Sony Entertainment
Television’s Mere Sai:
Shraddha aur Saburi, shows
one such instance where Sai
brings a teacher, who goes
wrong in her approach, back
to the right side. 
In the current track of the
show, an English teacher
(essayed by Prachi Vaishnav)
travels from Bombay to

Shirdi to teach school stu-
dents. However, the experi-
ence turns bad as she begins
harassing students for not
doing well in English. Sai
Baba gets to know this and
takes up the responsibility of
helping her fix her wrongdo-
ings. 

Tushar Dalvi, who plays the

role of Sai on the show, says

“We teach our children that

teachers are a version of

God. It’s true, but teachers

should also not disrespect

this pedestal of respect. The

current track on the show

essays exactly this where Sai

Baba solves this issue and

helps the children of Shirdi

learn the way they deserve. I

hope the episode helps our

viewers believe that there is

always a way out, and they

should not blindly follow

what is being told to them.” 

‘Teachers are the
human form of God’

A
ctor Tanuj
Virwani, who will
reprise the role of

legal counsel Angad
Sandhu in the second sea-
son of the streaming
show 'Code M', recently
shared how he fleshed out
his role for the second in-
stalment of the series.

Elaborating on the
same, the actor shared the
upside of long-form story-
telling which finds
essence in the continuity
of the characters.

He said, "One of the
best things about long-for-
mat storytelling is that
there is a certain consis-
tency, so you get to contin-
ue the next chapter in the
evolution of that charac-
ter as well as take him to
pretty interesting places."

"I think most of it boils
down to the writing be-
cause at the end of the
day, that's my blueprint
and that's what guides
me. There was a uniquely
fresh take on Angad
Sandhu in the second sea-
son of Code M. I am opti-
mistic and cautiously
hopeful that the audience
will lap it up", he added.

The first season of the

show grabbed many eye-
balls and the actor credits
the entire team for its suc-
cess.

He further mentioned,
"The first season was a
sleeper hit when it was re-
leased in January 2020.
What worked for the show
was the script, the execu-
tion, the acting and the
way it was mounted by
Samar Khan. Jennifer
Winget, Rajat Kapoor and
Seema Biswas brought
their A-game. It wasn't
just a drama or thriller. It
was more than that and

this is why it stood out
amongst other conspiracy
thrillers or shows about
the army."

Virwani's chemistry
with co-star Jennifer
Winget was one of the
talked about aspects of
'Code M' in season one. He
credits the show's direc-
tor Akshay Choubey for
helping them bring alive
the chemistry on screen,
as he said, "I didn't know
her before the shoot com-
menced. We became thick
friends during the shoot-
ing of the first season and

even after it was wrapped
up." "By the time we start-
ed shooting the second
season almost a year and
a half later, it just felt like
coming back home. The
chemistry and under-
standing as two actors
working and creating to-
gether felt lived in and or-
ganic. I must also men-
tion our director Akshay,
who is instrumental in
whatever you see on
screen", he concluded.

The second season of
'Code M' will stream on
Voot Select from June 9.

Tanuj Virwani opens up on his
approach to his character in ‘Code M 2’



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, RAIPUR,  FRIDAY,  JUNE  03,  2022

Paris, Jun 02 (AP): 

Marin Cilic is 33, nearly
eight seasons past his one
Grand Slam title at the
2014 U.S. Open and, more
than four full years re-
moved from his most re-
cent trip to the semifinals
of a major tournament.

If he keeps serving like
this, there's no reason to
think about quitting ten-
nis anytime soon.

Cilic delivered 33 aces to
get to the final four at the

French Open for the first
time, edging No. 7 seed
Andrey Rublev 5-7, 6-3, 6-4,
3-6, 7-6 (10-2) on Wednesday
in a 4-hour, 10-minute test
of strength and will.

Andrey played incredi-
bly well. One had to go
down, the 20th-seeded
Cilic said, "and today was
my day.

The Croatian is the fifth
active man to complete a
full set of at least one semi-
final run at all four Slam
events, joining Rafael

Nadal, Novak Djokovic,
Roger Federer and Andy
Murray, each of whom has
been ranked No. 1 and won
multiple majors.

Cilic was the runner-up
to Federer at Wimbledon
in 2017 and the Australian
Open in 2018; the latter
had been Cilic's most re-
cent trip to a Slam semifi-
nal.

On Friday, Cilic will
take on No. 8 Casper Ruud
for a spot in the final. The
other men's semifinal is

13-time French Open
champion Rafael Nadal,
who eliminated Novak
Djokovic in the quarterfi-
nals, against No. 3
Alexander Zverev.

Ruud, a 23-year-old from
Norway, beat Rune, a 19-
year-old from Denmark, 6-
1, 4-6, 7-6 (2), 6-3 to get to his
first Grand Slam semifi-
nal. Their match got a bit
testy, with Ruud telling
Rune he didn't appreciate
him questioning an obvi-
ous officiating call.

Paris, Jun 01 (AP): 

Top-ranked Iga Swiatek
won her 33rd match in a
row with a 6-3 6-2 victory
over 11th-seeded Jessica
Pegula to advance to the
semifinals of the French
Open.

The 21-year-old Swiatek
will next face Daria
Kasatkina of Russia for a
spot in the final.

Swiatek gained from
what appeared to be a
missed call in the seventh
game of the first set. She
chased down Pegula's drop
shot but it appeared to have
bounced twice before she
hit her winner to break and
take a 4-3 lead.

At one point, Pegula com-
plained to the chair umpire
about Swiatek's alleged de-
laying tactics between
serves.

Swiatek, who won the
2020 French Open, had also
beaten the American earli-
er in her winning streak.

The Polish player has
won her past five tourna-
ments, going unbeaten
since February for the
WTA's longest such stretch

since Serena Williams com-
piled a 34-match run in
2013. Swiatek was aggres-
sive throughout the match,
compiling 30 winners
though she had 28 unforced
errors as well. She clinched
it on her fourth match
point. Daria Kasatkina also
advanced to her first Grand
Slam semifinal with a 6-4 7-
6 (5) win over Veronika
Kudermetova at Roland
Garros. The 20th-seeded

Kasatkina will next face
either top-ranked Iga

Swiatek or 11th-seeded
Jessica Pegula.

In a quarterfinal
matchup of 25-

year-old Russians,
Kasatkina built a 6-1 lead in
the tiebreaker and finally
clinched it on her fifth
match point, beating
Kudermetova with a back-
hand drop shot.

The 29th-seeded
Kudermetova took a med-
ical timeout to have her left
foot taped after she held for
a 6-5 lead in the second set.
But she then lost nine of
the next 10 points before
her brief comeback in the
tiebreaker.

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI): 

Indian shooter Swapnil
Kusale won a silver medal
in the men's 50m rifle 3 po-
sitions (3P) event at the
ISSF World Cup in Baku,
Azerbaijan on Thursday,
giving the country its sec-
ond medal of the competi-
tion.

The 26-year-old Swapnil
went down 10-16 to Rio
Olympics silver winner
Serhiy Kulish of Ukraine
in the gold medal match.
This was Swapnil's first in-
dividual ISSF World Cup
stage medal.

The 12-member Indian
rifle squad now has one
gold and one silver, mov-

ing up to fifth on the medal
table from overnight
ninth. Swapnil played a
tremendous 3P match over
two days of intense com-
petition in a world class
field. He first finished sec-
ond to Kulish in the top-
eight ranking round earli-
er on Thursday, before
going down to the
Ukranian champion again
in the gold medal match.

Kulish shot 411 in the
ranking round to
Swapnil's 409.1 as
Finland's Aleksi took the
bronze with 407.8.

The top two therefore
finished in the same order
right from the qualifica-
tion rounds on Wednesday.

In the final, Swapnil did
put up a fight but the
Ukranian finished strong
to put the issue beyond the
Indian.

Chennai, June 02 (PTI): 

Former India captain
and Chennai Super Kings
skipper Mahendra Singh
Dhoni on Wednesday said
cricketers should be proud
of representing their dis-
trict as it is the stepping
stone to the higher level.

"It is the first time I am
part of a celebration
where we are celebrating

the success of a district as-
sociation. I would also like
to thank my district crick-
et association back home
(Ranchi). Cricketers
should be proud of repre-
senting their district. I am
proud of the fact that I got
the chance to represent
my country, but it wouldn't
have happened if I hadn't
played for my district or
school," Dhoni said.

He was speaking at a
ceremony to mark the sil-
ver jubilee of the
Thiruvallur District
Cricket Association
(TDCA) in which he par-
ticipated as the chief guest
alongside former ICC
Chairman and former
BCCI president N
Srinivasan.

Dhoni also lauded
Thiruvallar District
Cricket Association for
completing 25 years.

"Congratulations to the
Thiruvallur District
Cricket Association for
completing 25 years. It's
more than 25 years, but we
are celebrating it today. I
have known (RN) Baba
(TDCA secretary) for a
very long time. A big con-
grats to not only him but
also others in the associa-
tion, he added.

Wroclaw, Jun 02 (AP): 

Poland came from behind
to beat an understrength
Wales side 2-1 in the opening
game of the Nations League.

Wales coach Robert Page
rested most of his starters
ahead of Sunday's World
Cup playoff but Jonny
Williams still put the visi-
tors ahead in the 52nd
minute in Wroclaw with a
low shot past goalkeeper
Kamil Grabara.

But Poland substitutes
Jakub Kaminski and Karol
Swiderski scored in the final
18 minutes to turn the game
around and hand Wales its
first defeat since losing to
Denmark in the quarterfi-
nals of the European

Championship last year.
Kaminski was afforded time
and space in the Wales

penalty area to beat Wayne
Hennessey from 12 yards in
the 72nd.

Stavanger , Jun 02 (PTI): 

Indian Grandmaster
Viswanathan Anand posted
his second win on the trot,
defeating Bulgarian Veselin
Topalov in the Classical sec-
tion to take the lead at the
Norway Chess tournament
here.

The 52-year-old Anand
trumped his opponent in 36
moves in the battle of the
veterans to make it two out
of two after the second
round late on Wednesday.

The five-time world cham-
pion now leads with six
points. He had started the
Classical event with a win

over France's Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave following a
fourth place finish in the
Blitz event. American
Wesley So, who won the
Blitz event ahead of the clas-
sical section, outwitted
world No.1 Magnus Carlsen
in the Armageddon (Sudden
death game) to lie in second
spot behind Anand after
their regular game ended in
a 38-move draw.

Anand, who had defeated
Carlsen in the blitz event
earlier, continued the good
run. With the victory over
his long-time rival, the
Indian ace climbed to the
9th spot in the world live rat-
ing list. In the other games
in the second round of the
10-player competition,
Vachier-Lagrave beat
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov
via Armageddon and
Teimur Radjabov got the
better of Norwegian GM
Aryan Tari.

London, Jun 02 (AP): 

Energized at Wembley
by Lionel Messi's assists,
Argentina's players threw
their superstar teammate
in the air after he inspired
them to a second title in a
year.

National team success is
finally coming for the
seven-time Ballon d'Or
winner, late in his trophy-
filled club career.

Argentina collected the
first Finalissima trophy
on Wednesday by beating
Italy 3-0 in a meeting of
the South American and
European champions,
with Messi having helped
Argentina win the Copa
America last July for his
first major title with the
national team.

And judging by the two
assists on his record-ex-

tending 161st Argentina
appearance, there is no
sign of the 34-year-old
Messi slowing down with
the chance to win a first
World Cup title later this
year. What we experienced

here was beautiful, Messi
said.

"We knew it was going
to be a nice game and a
nice setting in which to be
champions. The opener
was created by Messi's solo

brilliance taking him past
Giovanni Di Lorenzo and
the Argentina captain
squared for Lautaro Mart
nez to slot past goalkeeper
Gianluigi Donnarumma
in the 28th minute.

New Delhi, Jun 01 (PTI): 

The Cricket West Indies
(CWI) and the BCCI on
Wednesday announced
India's tour of the West
Indies where the 'Men in
Blue' will play three ODIs
and five T20Is between July
22 and August 7.

India will finish its white-
ball leg of UK tour on July
17 and those selected would
directly leave for the West
Indies from England.

The ODI series and three
T20Is will be hosted across
Trinidad and Tobago and St
Kitts & Nevis, with the final
two T20Is scheduled to be
held in Fort Lauderhill,

Florida in the USA. The
three ODIs will be played on
July 22, 24 and 27 respective-
ly at Port of Spain's
(Trinidad & Tobago) iconic
Queen's Park Oval and will
be followed by five T20Is,

two of which will be played
at Florida's Fort Lauderhill.

The first T20I will be held
at Brian Lara Stadium (Port
of Spain) on July 29 and fol-
lowed by two games at St
Kitt's Warner Park on
August 1 and 2 respectively.

The final two games, in
order to cater to the Indian
diaspora in the United
States, will be held at the
Broward County Stadium
in Florida on August 6 and
7. The entire series will be
live-streamed exclusively on
FanCode. West Indies cap-
tain Nicholas Pooran said
on the upcoming series, "We
have a young team that is
eager to restore the brand of

cricket the West Indies team
is known for playing.

"As I take charge of this
team, our ambition is to al-
ways be competitive, as we
look to use this series to fine
tune our preparations for
the upcoming T20 and 50
Over World Cups."

Talking about this,
Johnny Grave, CEO of
Cricket West Indies said:
"Our four-year deal with
FanCode has brought
Indian cricket fans closer to
CWI's live properties across
multiple formats that has
featured the top cricketing
nations like South Africa,
Pakistan, Australia and
England.

Cilic’s 33 aces put him in 
1st French Open semis at age 33

Croatias Marin Cilic serves against Russias Andrey Rublev during
their quarterfinal match at the French Open tennis tournament in
Roland Garros stadium in Paris.

Denmarks Holger Rune plays a shot against Norways Casper Ruud
during their quarterfinal match at the French Open tennis tourna-
ment in Roland Garros stadium in Paris.

PPaarriiss:: India's Rohan
Bopanna and his Dutch part-
ner Matw Middelkoop saved
two match points but their
dream run at the French
Open ended with a semifi-
nal defeat at the hands of
Marcelo Arevalo and Jean-
Julien Rojer, here on
Thursday. The 16th seeds,
Bopanna and Middelkoop,
who have played some
exhilarating tennis through-
out, lost 6-4 3-6 6-7 (8-10)
to the 12th seeded pair from
El Salvador and the
Netherlands in the men's
doubles match that lasted
two hours and seven min-
utes. No Indian has played
in a Grand Slam men's dou-
bles final since Leander
Paes' 2013 US Open triumph
and Bopanna was bidding to
become the first Indian in
nine years to achieve the
feat.

Bopanna-Middelkoop
suffer heartbreaking
defeat to bow out of

French Open

Swiatek sets up semis
date with Kasatkina

Iga Swiatek clenches her fist
after defeating Jessica Pegula
of the U.S. during their quar-
terfinal match of the French

Open tennis tournament at the
Roland Garros stadium.

Swapnil wins silver in men’s
rifle 3P in ISSF World Cup

Norway chess: Anand posts second
straight win in Classical event

Cricketers should be proud of 
representing their district: Dhoni

Messi inspires Argentina to 3-0 Finalissima win over ItalyPoland rallies to beat Wales 
2-1 in Nations League opener

Waless Wesley Burns vies for the ball with Polands Jacek Goralski,
left, during the UEFA Nations League soccer match between Poland
and Wales, at the Tarczynski Arena Wroclaw in Wroclaw, Poland.

GGllaassggooww:: Ukraine's emo-
tion-filled quest to qualify
for the World Cup amid an
ongoing war moved past the
first hurdle with a 3-1 win
over Scotland in a pulsating
playoff semifinal.
Now the team needs just
one more win to reach
Qatar.
Veteran captain Andriy
Yarmolenko lifted his nation
by scoring a deft lobbed
goal in the 33rd minute and
then helped set up Roman
Yaremchuk's header in the
49th to make it 2-0.

Ukraine beats
Scotland 3-1 in World
Cup qualifying playoff

India to play 3 ODIs and 5 T20Is vs
West Indies between July 22-August 7

Patiala, Jun 02 (PTI): 

World championship
medallists Amit Panghal
and Shiva Thapa claimed
berths in the Indian box-
ing team for the upcoming
Commonwealth Games
after emerging victorious
in the trials, held here on
Thursday.

While Panghal, the 2019
world championship silver
medallist, secured his
place in the 51kg division,
Thapa clinched the 63.5kg
spot in the trials held at the
Netaji Subhas National
Institute of Sports. The
other six boxers who made

their way into the Indian
team include 2018 bronze
medallist Mohammad
Hussamuddin (57kg),
Rohit Tokas (67kg), reign-
ing national champion
Sumit (75kg), Ashish
Kumar (80kg), Sanjeet
(92kg) and Sagar (92kg+)

The CWG is set to be
held in Birmingham from
July 28 to August 8.

Panghal defeated fellow
Services boxer Deepak 4-1
via a split decision. He will
be aiming to improve upon
his performance from the
last edition in Gold Coast,
where he won a silver
medal.

Amit Panghal, Shiva Thapa
secure place in Indian team
for Commonwealth Games

Pune, Jun 02 (PTI): 

Georgian Grandmaster
Luka Paichadze defeated
Indian GM MR Venkatesh to
jump to the top spot with
four points after the fourth
round of the first
Maharashtra International
Open GM chess tournament
here on Thursday.
The 43-move win for the
second seed Paichadze put
him half a point ahead of
the field.
GM Boris Savchenko and
eight Indians, including
No.3 seed MR Lalith Babu

are among the 11 players
trailing the Georgian on 3
points each. Top seed
Farrukh Amonatov of
Tajikistan, who began with
two wins, has been pegged
back after draws against
lower-rated Indians Samant
Aditya and Anup Deshmukh
in subsequent rounds to
move to three points. Lalith
Babu was made to work
hard for a win in 60 moves
by compatriot Himal Gusain
in a Caro-Kann Exchange
Variation game. He faces
Paichadze in the fifth round
on Friday.

Maharashtra Open chess:
Paichadze beats Venkatesh

to jump to top spot

Telangana Formation Day
celebrated with fervour

Hyderabad, June 02 (PTI): 

Telangana Formation
Day was celebrated with
great pomp across the state
on Thursday with the TRS-
led government, political
parties, and others organ-
ising events on the occa-

sion. Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan, who at-
tended the formation day
celebrations at Raj Bhavan
here, paid rich tributes to
those who sacrificed their
lives for the statehood
cause. She felicitated 10
people from different

walks of life for their
achievements and merito-
rious services, a Raj
Bhavan press commu-
nique said.

"Despite many chal-
lenges, I continue to strive
to serve the people of
Telangana as the Governor
and as the sister of
Telangana state," she said.
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao paid
homage to those who laid
down their lives for the
sake of Telangana state-
hood at the 'martyrs' me-
morial' here. He hoisted
the National Flag and ad-
dressed the gathering at
the official celebrations of
Formation Day organised
by state government at the
Public Gardens here.

Haven’t met Rahul in four
years: Prithviraj Chavan

Mumbai, Jun 02 (PTI): 

Congress leader and for-
mer Maharashtra chief
minister Prithviraj
Chavan, a member of a
group of dissidents in the
party, has said that he has
not been able to meet sen-
ior leader Rahul Gandhi
in the last four years.

There was no `chintan'
or introspection at the re-
cent Congress conclave in
Udaipur, he told the
media on Thursday. I oc-
casionally meet Dr
Manmohan Singh when-
ever I am in Delhi. But his
health is not what it used
to be earlier. He is always
hospitable and ready to

talk. I have also met Sonia
Gandhi whenever I
sought time, but I haven't
been able to meet Rahul
Gandhi for long time...I
think in four years. There
is a complaint that the
party leadership is not as
accessible as it should be,
said Chavan during the
interview.

The former Union min-
ister is part of the `G-23, a
group of dissident leaders
who are pressing for orga-
nizational reforms in the
Grand Old Party which
has suffered one electoral
setback after another in
the recent years. Speaking
about the Udaipur meet-
ing, Chavan said the

Congress president had
agreed to hold a "chintan
shibir" to discuss the is-
sues before the party, but
someone "more loyal than
the king" decided that a
chintan or introspection

wasn't needed. "So, the
Udaipur meeting was a
`nav-sankalp (new resolu-
tion) shibir.' The party felt
that a post-mortem was
not needed and it only
needed to look at the fu-
ture," he said.

"There should have been
an honest introspection,
not to fix accountability or
hang people, but to ensure
that we don't repeat those
mistakes. After the Assam
and Kerala Assembly
polls, a committee was
formed to go into the
party's performance. But
the committee's report
was buried in a cupboard,
which is not in the correct
spirit of things,'' he said.
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Prithviraj Chavan

Youngsters perform rituals of Upanayan ceremony at a temple, in Hubballi, Thursday.
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LJD in Kerala to
merge with JD(S)

KKoozzhhiikkooddee  ((KKeerr)),,  JJuunn  0022  ((PPTTII))::
The Kerala state committee of
the Loktantrik Janata Dal (LJD) on
Thursday decided in-principle on
the party's merger with the
Janata Dal (Secular) led by for-
mer Prime Minister H D Deve
Gowda. LJD state president M V
Shreyams Kumar said the party's
state committee took the deci-
sion to merge with JD(S) consid-
ering the political situation in
Kerala. Both LJD and JD-S are
partners of state's ruling Left
Democratic Front (LDF).

‘Retired officer
lost Rs 1.62 cr to

recover Rs 26 lakh
insurance money’

NNooiiddaa,,  JJuunn  0022  ((PPTTII)):: With the ar-
rest of 16 people, the Noida po-
lice on Thursday claimed to
have busted a fake call centre
which, among others, had
duped a retired government of-
ficer of Rs 1.62 crore on the pre-
text of getting him Rs 26 lakh of
an insurance policy back.
Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Noida)
Ranvijay Singh said the fake call
centre was located in the
Bhopura area of the adjoining
Ghaziabad district. Among
those arrested are the gang's
kingpin and 10 women, who
worked at the fake call centre,
Singh said, adding that the case
has been solved by the Noida
Cyber Cell and Sector 113 police
station officials.

16 held: Noida police

Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao during the State
Emergence Day celebrations, at Pragati Bhavan in Hyderabad.

Maha family killed in Nepal crash
cremated at Pashupatinath temple 
Kathmandu, Jun 02 (PTI): 

The last rites of the four
members of an Indian fam-
ily, who were killed along
with 18 others in the Tara
Air plane crash in Nepal's
mountainous Mustang dis-
trict, were performed on
Thursday on the banks of
Bagmati river near
Pashupatinath temple here.

The bodies were brought
to Aryaghat Cremation
Centre at Pashupatinath
Temple premises on the
banks of Bagmati River on
Thursday morning. It took
two days to complete the
post-mortem of the 22 bod-
ies of those killed in the
plane crash on Sunday.

The Canadian-built tur-
boprop Twin Otter 9N-AET

plane was carrying four
Indians, two Germans and
13 Nepali passengers, be-
sides a three-member
Nepali crew when it
crashed minutes after tak-
ing off from the tourist city
of Pokhara. Businessman
Ashok Kumar Tripathi (54)
and his Thane-based es-
tranged wife Vaibhavi
Bandekar Tripathi (51)
were on a reunion trip to
the Himalayan country
along with their son
Dhanush (22) and daughter
Ritika (15) when the
tragedy struck. Tripathi's
elder brother and wife were
among the relatives who
were present when the last
rites of the four members
of the family were per-
formed at the electric cre-

matorium near the revered
Hindu temple. The bodies
of 13 other passengers and
three crew members were
cremated through tradi-
tional means by burning.
There was a big crowd at
the Pashupatinath Temple
to see the cremation.

The Pashupatinath
Temple in Kathmandu, sit-
uated along the banks of
the Bagmati River, is one of
the most important Hindu
temples in Nepal. The post-
mortem of all the bodies
were completed on
Thursday morning only.
Ten of the bodies were in-
tact and 12 others were de-
formed. according to
sources at Tribhuvan
University Teaching
Hospital in Maharajgunj.
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CBI action
KKoollkkaattaa:: CBI grilled TMC
Birbhum district president
Anubrata Mondal on
Thursday for over five
hours in connection with
its investigation into inci-
dents of post assembly
poll violence in West
Bengal, a senior officer of
the agency said. Mondal,
who reached the city on
Wednesday night, went to
the CBI office on Thursday
morning at around
11.40AM, much before he
was scheduled to do so
and left it at around 5.10
pm, the officer said.

Nabbed
BBeerrhhaammppuurr:: Fourteen peo-
ple, including seven juve-
niles, were nabbed as a
major dacoity gang was
busted in Odisha's Ganjam
district, police said on
Thursday. At least 10 of
them were part of a plan to
rob a bus, and had assem-
bled near a temple on the
outskirts of Bhanjanagar
town on Wednesday night
when police raided the
place. Four other suspects
were arrested later,
Bhanjanagar police station
inspector Dhiresh Das said.

Seized
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: Smuggled gold
weighing 3.14 kg was
seized at the international
airport here on Thursday
and two people -- a pas-
senger and an employee of
a COVID-19 testing facility
at the airport were arrest-
ed here in this connection.
Based on information that
the gold is being smuggled
out of the airport, the
Officers of Air Intelligence
Unit, Hyderabad Customs,
identified and intercepted
a passenger, who arrived
from Dubai and an employ-
ee of an agency, which
provides the services for
testing COVID-19 samples.

Mishap
JJaaiippuurr:: Three men were
killed and one other was
injured on Thursday when
their car rammed into a
stationary truck in
Rajasthan's Sikar district
while they were on their
way to the famous Khatu
Shyam temple, police
said. The accident
occurred in the morning in
Ranoli area on the Jaipur-
Bikaner highway. The car
occupants were rushed to
a nearby hospital where
doctors declared three of
them dead on arrival,
police said.
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Chief Minister 
K. Chandrasekhar Rao pays 

tribute at the Gunpark
Immortals Stupa during the

State Emergence Day 
celebrations, at Pragati
Bhavan in Hyderabad. 
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Chandigarh, Jun 02 (PTI):

Wary of the possibility of
cross-voting during the
polling for two Rajya Sabha
seats, the Congress took
Haryana MLAs to the
party-ruled Chhattisgarh to
protect them from poach-
ing.

The Congress summoned
all its 31 Haryana legisla-
tors to Delhi for a meeting
on Thursday and they are
taken to Chhattisgarh, said
party sources. Sources con-
firmed 28 MLAs arrived in
Chhattisgarh out of 31
Congress MLAs

The party legislators ar-
rived at the residence of
Rajya Sabha MP Deepender
Hooda in Delhi Thursday.
However, Adampur legisla-

tor Kuldeep Bishnoi did not
reach the national capital,
the sources said.

With the entry of a third
candidate -- Kartikeya
Sharma -- as an
Independent, the main op-
position party in Haryana

does not want to leave any-
thing to chance in order to
secure one Rajya Sabha
seat. Congress party leader
Ajay Maken has filed his
nomination papers for the
Rajya Sabha seat from
Haryana.

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI) 

The government has lim-
ited subsidy on cooking gas
LPG for only 9 crore poor
women and other benefici-
aries who got free connec-
tions under the Ujjwala
scheme and the remaining
users including households
will pay the market price.

Oil Secretary Pankaj
Jain at a news briefing said
no subsidy is paid on cook-
ing gas since June 2020 and
the only subsidy that is pro-
vided is the one that
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced on
March 21.

"There was no subsidy
for LPG users since the
early days of Covid. Since
then the only subsidy is one
which had been introduced

now for Ujjwala beneficiar-
ies," he said.

Sitharaman had while
announcing a cut in excise
duty on petrol by a record
Rs 8 per litre and that on
diesel by Rs 6, stated that
Ujjwala scheme beneficiar-
ies will get Rs 200 per cylin-
der subsidy for 12 bottles in
a year to help ease some of
the burden arising from
cooking gas rates rising to
record levels.

A 14.2-kg LPG cylinder
costs Rs 1,003 in the nation-
al capital. Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana beneficiar-
ies will get Rs 200 subsidy
directly in their bank ac-
count and the effective
price for them would be Rs

803 per 14.2-kg cylinder.
For the rest, it will cost

Rs 1,003 in Delhi.
The Rs 200 subsidy will

cost the government Rs
6,100 crore, she had said.

"Subsidies by definition
are not designed to get en-
trenched and increased.
Subsidies by definition
have to be degressive," Oil
Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri said at the same con-
ference. The government
ended subsidies on petrol in
June 2010 and on diesel in
November 2014. The same
on kerosene ended a couple
of years later. And now sub-
sidies on LPG for most have
effectively been ended.
However, unlike petrol,
diesel and kerosene, there
is no formal order ending
the subsidies.

The country has nearly
30.5 crore LPG connections.
Of this, 9 crore have been
provided under PM Ujjwala
Yojana.

Raipur, Jun 01: 

The nomination of for-
mer MLA and Janata
Congress Chhattisgarh (J)
candidate Haridas
Bharadwaj for upcoming
Rajya Sabha elections was
rejected on Wednesday,
paving the way for the un-
opposed election of
Congress' Rajeev Shukla
and Ranjeet Ranjan as no
other candidate is in the
fray.

The nomination of Dr
Bharadwaj was cancelled
after scrutiny , Secretary
of the state assembly
Dinesh Sharma said.

JCC (J) president Amit
Jogi said Bharadwaj's
nomination has been re-
jected unconstitutionally
and illegally, and the party
will approach the High
Court to halt the RS elec-
tions process in

Chhattisgarh. Sharma
said Bharadwaj's nomina-
tion paper does not meet
the criteria of proposers
mentioned in the nomina-
tion form.

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI) 

The Election Commission has
struck off 87 entities from its
list of Registered
Unrecognised Political Parties
(RUPP) after they were found
non-existent during physical
verification, officials said on
Thursday.
The action followed a state-
ment by the poll panel a few
days back announcing action
against more than 2,100 regis-
tered unrecognised political
parties for flouting rules and
election law, including those
related to filing of monetary
contributions, failing to update
their address and names of
office bearers. It had said
some of these parties were
indulging in "serious" financial
impropriety.
The poll panel had noted that
87 RUPPs had failed to update

their address of communica-
tion as mandated by law.
These parties were found to
be non-existent after physical
verification carried out by the
chief electoral officers of the
respective states, sources
said.
On Thursday, the EC shared a
list of the RUPPs whose names
have been deleted.
The Commission had carried
out such exercises in the past,
too, sources said. A party
aggrieved by the EC's action
can approach the chief chief
electoral officer concerned for
redress with "evidences of
existence".
If these 87 RUPPs fail to take
remedial steps, they render
themselves liable to be "not
entitled to have benefits under
the Symbols Order, 1968,
including allocation of com-
mon symbol."

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI): 

The CBI on Thursday
filed a charge sheet
against former
Maharashtra home minis-
ter Anil Deshmukh and
others in connection with
its probe into the Rs 100
crore bribery allegations
levelled by former
Mumbai Police
Commissioner Param Bir
Singh against him, offi-
cials said.

The move comes a day
after a special court in
Mumbai allowed a plea of
dismissed police officer
Sachin Waze to turn an ap-
prover and seek pardon in
the case. In his application
filed before the special CBI
court, Waze claimed he

had co-operated with the
CBI before and after his ar-
rest, following which his
confessional statement
was recorded before a
magistrate under provi-
sions of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CrPC).

The CBI has filed its
charge sheet before a spe-
cial court in Mumbai
against Deshmukh and his
personal staff members
Sanjeev Palande and
Kundan Shinde under

charges of criminal con-
spiracy and provisions of
Prevention of Corruption
Act. The agency had
booked Deshmukh and
others under IPC sections
related to criminal con-
spiracy and section of
Prevention of Corruption
Act for "attempt to obtain
undue advantage for im-
proper and dishonest per-
formance of public duty".

After he was removed
from Mumbai Police
Commissioner's post,
Singh, in a letter to Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray, had alleged
Deshmukh had asked him
to extort over Rs 100 crore
a month from bars and
restaurants of Mumbai,
they said.

Bengaluru, June 02 (PTI):

Congress President
Sonia Gandhi, who has
tested positive for COVID-
19 and isolated herself, is
determined to appear be-
fore the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on June
eight in connection with a
money laundering case,
the party General
Secretary Randeep
Surjewala said on
Thursday.

Addressing reporters on
the sidelines of the
Karnataka Congress'
'Nava Sankalpa Shivir'
here, he said, "She is per-
fectly alright and recover-
ing." Surjewala said Sonia
Gandhi has been meeting
a series of leaders and ac-
tivists over the past one
week, and some of them
have tested positive for
COVID. "Sonia Gandhi last

evening developed a very
mild fever, consequently
she was tested and she has
also tested positive," he
said.

Surjewala said as of
today the Congress
President is determined to
appear before the ED on
June 8.

"She hopes to recover by
then; if there is any other
and further information,
we shall inform you," he
added.

Gandhinagar, Jun 02 (PTI): 

Patidar leader Hardik
Patel on Thursday joined
the BJP in Gujarat, two
weeks after quitting the
Congress.

The move comes months
ahead of the Gujarat
Assembly elections, where
the BJP seeks to retain
power. Polls to the 182-mem-
ber House are due by the
end of this year.

Speaking to reporters
later, Patel, once a vocal
critic of the BJP and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
said he joined the BJP with-
out any expectation of get-
ting a poll ticket and that he
would serve as a "common
worker" and "soldier" of the
party. He also said that he
left the Congress as it "does
not respect people's senti-
ments and distances itself

from religious issues con-
cerning crores of Hindus".

Patel, 28, was welcomed
into the party fold by BJP's
Gujarat unit president C R
Paatil and former deputy
chief minister Nitin Patel.
His induction ceremony
took place at BJP's state
unit headquarters
'Kamalam' here. Patel had
gained prominence in 2015
after he led the agitation
seeking reservation for the
Patidar community in the
state.

Varanasi (UP), Jun 02 (PTI): 

A disciple of Shankaracharya
Swami Swaroopanand
Saraswati Thursday announced
that he and his followers will
offer prayers at a Shivling',
which was claimed to be found
in the Gyanvapi complex during
a court-monitored survey of the
premises, on June 4. Swami
Avimukteshwaranand also said
if the administration stops them
from offering prayers, he would
inform the Shankaracharya and
follow his instructions. Swami
Swaroopanand Saraswati is the
Shankaracharya of Dwarka
Sharada Peetham in Gujarat
and the Jyotir Math in
Badrinath. "The decision of the

Dharmacharya is final on the
matter of Dharma (religion). As
the Supreme Court defines law,
dharma is defined by
'Dharmacharya'. In Sanatan
Dharma, Shankaracharya is the
biggest 'acharya' and
Swaroopanand is the senior-
most," he told reporters here.
"In Gyanvapi, 'Vishwanath Ji'
(Lord Shiva) has been found and
we are gathering material for
prayers on behalf of Hindu com-
munity," he told reporters here.

Hanumangarh, Jun 02 (PTI):

Vijay Kumar had
tied the knot in
February this year
and was supposed
to come back to his
native place here
for 10-15 days next
month.

But the destiny willed
otherwise, said his father
Om Prakash Beniwal on
Thursday after his son was
shot dead by terrorists in-
side a bank in Kashmir's
Kulgam district. Kumar, a
resident of Bhagwan vil-
lage here, worked as a
manger with Ellaqui

Dehati Bank at Areh
Mohanpora branch
in the south
Kashmir district. He
was posted there re-
cently. "He had called
recently and prom-
ised to come home
for 10-15 days in July.

We wanted him to settle
down in Rajasthan but the
destiny was something
else," said Beniwal, who is
a government school-
teacher. Kumar's family
members and wife were in
a deep shock when they
heard the news. His father
said Kumar had married in
February this year.

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI): 

The Centre plans to set up a
grievance appellate committee
to look into appeals filed by
individuals against decisions of
grievance officers of social
media platforms.
Besides, the panel has to dis-
pose of the appeals within 30
days of receiving them and its
decision will be binding on the
intermediaries or the large
social media companies con-
cerned, according to a notifica-
tion to amend the Information
Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. The
proposed move assumes signifi-
cance against the backdrop of
instances of accounts, including
that of celebrities, being
blocked by social media plat-
forms such as Twitter for
alleged violation of respective
community guidelines.

Wary of cross-voting, Haryana
Cong herds MLAs in Raipur resort

POACHING FEAR IN RS POLLS

The Congress has 31 votes
required to win the election
for the second seat, but its
MLA Kuldeep Bishnoi has not
turned up at the CLP meeting
convened by the party recent-
ly to support the candidature
of Maken. The Congress may
also get support from inde-
pendents. The BJP has 40
MLAs and the JJP has 10,
leaving the alliance with 19
additional votes. They have to
get 12 additional votes and
are wooing the INLD which
has one seat, seven independ-
ents and one HLP seat.
Sharma is hoping that in case
he manages to get two
Congress votes in cross-vot-
ing, he can make it home with
the help of second preference
votes of the BJP. 

Tricky equations.....

BLOW ON FAMILY BUDGET

No LPG subsidy to households
̈ Rs 200 LPG dole

limited to Ujjwala
beneficiaries

Fi
le

p
h

o
to

100 CR BRIBERY CASE

CBI files charge sheet
against Anil Deshmukh 

NON-EXISTENT PARTIES

87 registered unrecognised
parties struck off EC’s list

JCC (J) candidate’s nomination
papers rejected after scrutiny

The nomination of Bhardwaj ji
has been rejected unconstitu-
tionally and illegally. We will
approach the High Court seek-
ing to halt the election process
for Rajya Sabha in the state,
Jogi said. As per the
Representation of the People
Act, the independent candidate
for RS should be proposed by
10 per cent of the total mem-
bers of the Assembly. If candi-
dates are fielded by recognised
national or regional political
parties, then the candidature
should be proposed by at least
10% of the candidate's party's
strength in the House, he said.

Will move HC: 
Amit Jogi

DEFENCE INVESTITURE CEREMONY

President Ram Nath Kovind presents Shaurya Chakra (Posthumous) to Wing Commander (Now Group
Captain) Varun Singh, during Defence Investiture Ceremony - 2, at Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi. 

Govt to amend
social media rules

‘Sonia to appear before ED on Jun 8’

Congress President Sonia
Gandhi on Thursday tested
positive for COVID-19 and
has isolated herself, the
party said. Congress chief
spokesperson Randeep
Surjewala said she had
developed a mild fever on
Wednesday evening and
was found COVID positive
on testing this morning.
He said the Congress
President has been meeting
leaders and activists over
the last week, some of
whom have been found
COVID positive.
In a series of tweets,
Surjewala said,"Congress
president had developed
mild fever and COVID symp-
toms last evening. On test-
ing, she has been found to
be COVID positive."

Sonia tests positive
for COVID-19

Kulgam Killing

Vijay Kumar tied the knot
in Feb, was planning trip

back home in July

FRESH CONTROVERSY

Hindu seer plans to offer
prayers at Gyanvapi Shivling

Hardik Patel joins BJP in election year

̈ On Saturday

Congress MLAs from Haryana boarding a bus after landing at
Swami Vivekananda airport by a charter flight on Thursday.

Speaking at a press conference
after joining the ruling party,
Patel said, "BJP works in the
interest of the nation and I will
work as a common worker.
Congress doesn't respect the
sentiments of people. That
party used to distance itself
from religious issues concern-
ing crores of Hindus. That is
the reason why I left Congress.
I urge leaders of other parties
to join BJP and contribute
towards nation building." The
former Patidar quota spear-
head claimed it was is "home
coming" for him as his late
father Bharatbhai Patel used to
work for former Gujarat chief
minister Anandiben Patel when
she contested the Assembly
poll from Mandal seat in 1990s.

‘Will work as ‘soldier’
under PM Modi's

leadership’
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Garib Kalyan Sammelan held at Kamdhenu University in Anjora
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 02: Under the
aegis of Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Anjora Durg, the
'Garib Kalyan Sammelan'
under the Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsava was organized
at the College of
Veterinary Medicine and
Animal Husbandry in
Anjora. The chief guest of
the program was Vijay
Baghel, MP, Durg. The pro-
gram was presided over by
Dr (Col) NP Dakshinkar,
Vice Chancellor, Dau Sri
Vasudev Chandrakar
Kamdhenu University.

The special guests of
the program were
Vidyaratan Bhasin, MLA
Vaishalinagar, Shankar
Lal Devangan, BJP
District General Secretary
and Sangita Sahu,
Sarpanch, Gram
Panchayat, Anjora (b).

At the outset, the gath-
ering watched the live
broadcast of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's

interaction with the bene-
ficiaries of public welfare
schemes and the 11th in-
stallment transfer pro-
gram of PM Kisan.

The program was for-
mally inaugurated after
Saraswati Puja by the
chief guest. Baghel and
other dignitaries visited
the exhibition put up by
the University's depart-
ments of Agriculture,
Horticulture, Animal
Husbandry and Fisheries.

The Chief Guest, in his
address, gave detailed in-
formation about the pub-
lic welfare schemes and

inspired the farmers to
move towards agriculture
as well as animal hus-
bandry, fisheries, horticul-
ture and towards natural
farming and work in col-
laboration with other de-
partments. He urged them
to take maximum benefits
of the public welfare
schemes.

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Dr Dakshinkar
called upon the farmers
for poison-free farming by
using cow dung, cow
urine, etc. Special Guest
Vidyaratan Bhasin ap-
prised the poor about the

benefits of direct bank
transfer and all the
schemes under the Garib
Kalyan Yojana. Director
Extension of the
University, Dr RP Tiwari
in his welcome address
spoke about the outline of
the programme.

Dr RK Sonawane,
Registrar, Dau Sri
Vasudev Chandrakar
Kamdhenu University, Dr
SK Tiwari, Dean,
Veterinary and Animal
Husbandry College,
Anjora and various direc-
tors of the university,
Professors and staff were

present. The program was
conducted by Dr Nisha
Sharma of Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Anjora while Dr
Vikas Khune (Program
Coordinator) proposed the
vote of thanks. Officers /
staff of Krishi Vigyan
Kendra, Anjora and
Veterinary College and
the media in-charge of the
university, Dr Dilip
Chaudhary made com-
mendable contributions
for making the pro-
gramme successful. More
than 500 farmers of the
district attended the pro-
gramme.

Karm and Pali Shiromani awards
given away in Merchant Mill

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0022::  Karm Shiromani and
Pali Shiromani awards were given
away on May 27, 2022 in SAIL-
BSP's Merchant Mill. Ajay Bedi,
CGM (Merchant Mill & Wire Rod
Mill) was the Chief Guest on the oc-
casion. RG Dalal, GM (Merchant
Mill) and Section Incharges were
present on the occasion.
Employees are shortlisted for this
award for innovations, better re-
source utilisation, following Safety
standards etc at the workplace. A
certificate, letter of appreciation
and a sweet packet was given to
Karm Shiromani awardees while
Pali Shiromani awardees are addi-
tionally presented with an Apron.

Employees of SAIL-BSP's
Merchant Mill were given the Karm
and Pali Shiromani in May 2022.
Ajay Bedi, CGM (Merchant mill &
Wire rod Mill) felicitated Jogesh

Joshi, Asst Roller and MVVJ Surya
Prakash, M/Optv (Crane) with the
Pali Shiromani awards while
Kishore Kumar Goswami, Asst
Roller cum Sr Optv, Sushanto
Gupta, Optv (Services), Ashish
Kumar, Sr Tech(Mech), Sajir
Ahmad, Sr Tech(Mech), Tirat Ram
Shau, Sr Tech (Elect) and Satish
Kuamr Aggarwal, Sr Optv (Pulpit)
were given the Karm Shiromani
awards for their exemplary per-
formance.  

Ajay Bedi, CGM (Merchant mill
& Wire rod Mill) presented an ap-
preciation letter, memento and
sweets to the awardees. Bedi em-
phasised the usage of PPE's and
optimally utilising resources at the
workplace.  37 Karm Shiromani
awards and 14 Pali Shiromani
awards have been given so far in
Merchant Mill. The programme
was compered by Rajeev Kumar,
DGM (Pers-Mills Zone 1).

2nd session under the info-sharing
e-forum ‘Info-Bytes’ organised

Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0022::  The second session
under the information - sharing e
- forum 'Info-Bytes', launched re-
cently by HRD Department of BSP
was successfully conducted in vir-
tual mode (Zoom) on June 01,
2022. A presentation was made
therein by BSP's Champion Team
in SAIL level 'Chairman's Trophy
for Young Managers Competition:
2021-22' consisting of AP Pansari,
AGM (F&A), Md Naushad Alam,
AGM (Vigilance) and Manoj Kr
Shrivastava, AGM (projects) on
the Competition theme 'Achieving
World Class Project Management:
Issues & challenges in SAIL'. The
presentation was followed by dis-
cussions. 

It is notable that this forum
was launched with the prime ob-
jective of domain - specific infor-
mation sharing, preferably by
young managers in the organiza-

tion. During the inaugural session
conducted recently, the presenta-
tion was made on 'Increase in
RBI's Repo rate and implications
for us' by two young executives
from F&A Department, Rahul
Choudhary and Praveen Yadav,
Asst Managers. 

The second session was graced
Dr SK Issar, ED (M&HS), KK
Singh, ED (P&A), AK Bhatta, ED
(Proj & MM), Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works), Dr AK Panda, CGM I/C
(F&A), along with CGMs and other
senior executives. All of them con-
gratulated the Champion team
and shared their valuable inputs
with the participants connected
online. The informative and en-
riching session proceedings were
summarized by Sanjay Dhar, CGM
(HRD&BE), who also proposed the
vote of thanks. The session was
anchored by Amulya Priyadarshi,
GM (HRD).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 02: Anti Crime
and Cyber Unit (ACCU)
Durg and Jamul Police
Station arrested a person
on charges of duping his
fellow worker through a
digital payment mobile
app. Taking advantage of
the victim's ignorance, he
downloaded and activated
the Google Pay app in the
victim's mobile phone and
used it for purchasing a mo-
bile phone and transferring
cash.

It needs to be mentioned
here that SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava had recently re-
viewed the online fraud
cases in the district and
had directed the ACCU and
teams of all the police sta-
tions to take quick action in
cases of online fraud and
make all efforts to save the

lost money of the victims.
Acting on the directions

of SP Dr Abhishek Pallava
and under the supervision
of Additional
Superintendent of Police
(City) Sanjay Dhruv, City
Superintendent of Police
(Chhawani) Kaushalendra
Dev Patel and Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(Crime) Nassar Siddiqui,
the teams of Jamul Police
Station led by Inspector
Yakub Menon and ACCU
team led by Inspector
Santosh Mishra solved one
such case.

The victim Dhaneshwar
Ram Sahu of village
Surdung had filed a com-
plaint at Police Station
Jamul regarding unidenti-
fied withdrawals of Rs
46,500 from his bank ac-
count. The cyber cell col-
lected information about

the unidentified transac-
tions and came to know
that the money was trans-
ferred to three different
bank accounts through
Google Pay.

Information regarding
transfer was received and
the applicant's ID was ob-
tained. Google Pay was cre-

ated using the email ID of
one Vicky Nishad. When
questioned, the victim
Dhaneshwar Sahu in-
formed that he never made
an account of Google Pay
in his mobile. He added
that a few days ago he had
given his mobile phone to a
fellow worker Vicky

Nishad to get it repaired.
On suspicion, Vicky

Nishad was strictly inter-
rogated. Initially he tried
to mislead the police team
but during sustained inter-
rogation, he confessed to
have committed the crime.
He disclosed that
Dhaneshwar had given
him the mobile phone to
get it repaired. While
checking the mobile phone
after repairing, he found
Dhaneshwar's ID, Bank
ATM card photo etc in the
photo gallery of the mobile
phone.

Dhaneswar's SIM was
also inserted in the mobile.
Using this data, Vicky cre-
ated a Google Pay account
in Dhaneshwar's mobile
but used his own email id
for activating it. Thereafter
he bought a new mobile
phone and made the pay-

ment from this Google Pay
account. While working
with the victim, he took his
mobile at different times
and transferred money on-
line to another bank ac-
count.

Police seized a mobile
phone from Vicky which
was bought with the duped
money. The accused in-
formed that he had spent
the remaining money on
online games. Sub
Inspector Vishnu Prasad
Choubey of Jamul Police
Station Jamul, ASI Shamit
Mishra, Head Constable
Chandrashekhar Banjeer,
Constable Javed Khan,
Arvind Mishra, Avon
Banchore, Satyendra
Madhariya, Rinku Soni
and Anil Singh from Anti
Crime and Cyber Unit
Durg played vital role in
solving the case.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 02: On the oc-
casion of World No-
Tobacco Day, rallies and
other awareness pro-
grammes were organized
by newly constituted
Bharat Mata Vahini and
villagers in all the three de-
velopment blocks of the
district. Drug de-addiction
chariot was taken out in
Gram Panchayat Anjora (b)
of Janpad Panchayat Durg.

The rally moved across
Bazar Chowk, bus stand
and ended near the coun-
try liquor shop. A public
meeting was held here
which was addressed by
Janpad Member Harendra
and Gram Panchayat
Sarpanch Makhan Sahu.

They appealed to the vil-
lagers to stay away from
drugs and other intoxi-
cants.

In this episode, various
rallies were also organized
in urban bodies also. One
such program was organ-
ized at Kalyani De-addic-
tion Center, Bhilai.
Superintendent of Police

Dr Abhishek Pallava was
present as chief guest.

In the awareness pro-
grams organized on World
No Tobacco Day, the ac-
tivists distributed pam-
phlets, brochures etc.
Villagers and office bear-
ers of Bharat Mata Vahini
groups participated in the
programmes.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 02: 'Hum bhi
hai tayyar'- a Civil Defence
workshop was organised
by SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's HRDC for spouses
of non-executive employ-
ees on May 30, 2022. The
programme covered a
wide gamut of topics in-
cluding Disaster
Management, First Aid,
Electrical and Home
Safety etc.

Any incident or acci-
dent at home is witnessed
by the home-maker first.
Taking decisions during
emergency situations,
being secure, taking help
and keeping one's morale
high during such testing

times is the need of the
hour. 'Hum bhi hai tayyar',
a Civil Defence workshop
trained the home-makers
to deal with adverse situa-
tions.

The programme was
conducted under the guid-
ance of Sanjay Dhar, Civil

Defence Officer and CGM
(HRD & BE) by trainers
Swatantra Kumar,
M/Optv and Staff Officer,
Civil Defence, Surendra
Nandeshwar, Sr Tech (Mer
Mill). Swatantra Kumar
talked about the history of
Civil Defence, its objec-

tives, dealing with emer-
gencies etc., while
Surendra Nandeshwar ex-
pressed his views on res-
cue operations. Chandra
Shekhar Soni, M/Tech
(Forge & SS shop) briefed
the participants about
First Aid.

Sanjay Dhar shared that
housewives have an im-
portant role to play in the
productivity and safety of
Bhilai Steel Plant. The pro-
gramme was coordinated
by Swatantra Kumar,
M/Optv and Staff Officer,
Civil Defence.

Book release
organised at

Rungta College

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 02: The pro-
fessors of Rungta College
of Science and Technology
(RCST) and Rungta
Institute of Science and
Management (RISM) of
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions (SRGI) togeth-
er published two books, in
which the first book is
Mathematics Simplified
and the second book is
Business Statistics. In au-
thoring these two books,

Prof Sherin Kausher, Prof
Maheshwari Sahu, Prof
Kajal Dewangan and Prof
Rupali Sheel Kundu had an
integral contribution.
These books were released
from hands of Sanjay
Rungta, Chairman of the
Group. On this occasion,
Director Saket Rungta,
Assistant Director Shajid
Ansari, Principals Dr
Tripti Agarwal Jain and
Dr Anurag Sharma en-
couraged the intellectual
culture at the organization.

TU leaders camp at mortuary to ensure proper
compensation for bereaved family 

Bhilai, Jun 02: Trade
Unions had to struggle yet
again for the rights of the
bereaved family members
of the contract worker
who died in an accident at
Bhilai Steel Plant on
Wednesday. Senior
Corporator Bashisht
Narayan Mishra,
Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union (CITU)
General Secretary Yogesh
Kumar Soni, AICCTU
leader Jai Prakash Nair,
Congress leader Arun
Singh Sisodia and other

union leaders camped in-
front of the mortuary to
create pressure on the
management as well as the
contractor for ensuring
proper compensation for
the bereaved family. They
had to raise their voice re-
peatedly to ensure compli-
ance of the existing rules.
The family members,
friends and relatives of the
deceased had also gath-
ered at JLN Hospital's
mortuary. They agreed to
accept the body only when
the management provided
an offer letter for  compas-
sionate appointment and
the contractor provided Rs
3 lakh compensation.

The Bhilai Steel Plant
Management will provide
compassionate appoint-
ment to a dependent of the
deceased contract worker
Rahul Upadhyay. Also,
under ESIC the depend-
ents will be eligible for
pension of about 90% of

the salary i.e. equal to the
minimum wage per
month. The amount of
pension will be paid to the
dependent child up to the
age of 25 years and to the
wife along with the de-
pendent parents.
According to the rules of
EDLI, the bereaved family
will also get an insurance
compensation of between
Rs 2.5 lakh to 6 lakh. The
contractor immediately
provided Rs One lakh cash
and a cheque of Rs 2 lakhs
as compensation.

Apart from the family
members of the deceased
contract worker Rahul
Upadhyaya, a large num-
ber of labourers had gath-
ered at the mortuary of
Sector-9 Hospital. They
were very angry with the
attitude of the manage-
ment and the contractor.
Bashistha Narayan
Mishra made the workers
aware of their rights.
Bashisht said that it is the
duty of the management
to provide regular perma-
nent job in the plant to the

dependent of the deceased
worker. Along with this,
pension will be given
against the contribution of
ESIC, PF etc. The plant
management and the con-
tractor do not give any spe-
cial favour but whatever
compensation is provided
to the dependents is the
hard earned money of the
labourer. It is also the duty
of the dependent, who gets
a job, to take care of the
children, parents and fam-
ily members 

It could be recollected
here that a contract work-
er Rahul Upadhyaya was
killed while his companion
Parmeshwar Sikka was fa-
tally injured in a work-
place mishap which oc-
curred at Bhilai Steel Plant
on Wednesday. The inci-
dent occurred at the Blast
Furnace #7, which is shut
down for the last eight
months for capital repairs.
Blast Furnace # 7 was

taken down for Capital
Repair on 18.08.2021. Today,
during the ongoing capital
repair, welding activities
were being undertaken in
the Air Lifting Chamber
No. 2 of SGP by 2 workers
of Ms Aman Construction
when a burst of flame oc-
curred around 12 noon.
Parameshwar Sikka, aged
26 years who suffered burn
injuries was brought to
Main Medical Post from
where he was immediately
shifted to Burn Unit of the
Plant's JLN Hospital & RC,
where he is under treat-
ment.

Rahul Upadhyay, aged 32
years was brought to Main
Medical Post where doc-
tors declared him "brought
dead". Investigations are
being carried out to find
out the reasons why the
burst of flame occurred in-
spite of the furnace being
down for repairs for eight
months.

̈ Management offers
compassionate
employment; 
contractor gives 
Rs 3 lakh aid 

̈ Despite the statutory
provision, workers
have to struggle for
their rights 

‘Hum bhi hai tayyar’ workshop organised 
for home makers by HRDC

Awareness rallies taken
out on No-Tobacco Day

Fellow worker dupes man through digital payment app 

RMP 3
records best
ever monthly 
performance
BBhhiillaaii,,  JJuunn  0022:: RMP 3
of SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant has recorded
best ever monthly
performance in May
2022 by producing
41,260 T, shattering
the previous best
ever month record of
40,397 T in March
2022. RMP 3 team
with associated
shops that has been
working hand in hand
with main production
shops, ensuring its
contribution in steel
making, had pro-
duced 23,994 T in
May 2021. 



CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, FRIDAY, JUNE 03,  2022

WALL-PAINTING

The wall-painting near the auditorium is being re-decorated with colourful paints
here on Thursday.

Kawardha, Jun 02:
Kawardha police has got a
major success in nabbing
the absconding Director of
PACL Chit Fund Company
who cheated people in the
name of doubling their in-
vestment and ran away
with cash of around Rs
6.50 crore.

It is notable here that in
City Kotwali in Kawardha,
there are two cases filed
against PACL Chit Fund
Company  from 2015-17. In

this case has been filed
against total 14 accused.
Prior to this the Police had
arrested five accused of
this Chit Fund Company
and search for others was
underway.

As per information in
this regard, PACL Director
Joginder Singh had cheat-
ed around 3800 persons of
the District promising
them of doubling their

amount and ran away with
cash worth Rs 6.50 crore.
The search for this ab-
sconding director was
going on for last many
years. It was learnt that
the accused Joginder
Tiger hails from Punjab
and had come to Delhi for
some work.

It was here that the
Kawardha police got an in-
formation that Joginder
Singh had come to Delhi
and on this they left for
Delhi and arrested  him as
per the location given and
now have brought him to
Kawardha. The police is
still searching for other ac-
cused in this case.

Director of PACL Chit Fund
Co arrested

Had cheated 3800
persons of cash
worth Rs 6.50 cr

Raipur, Jun 02: Union
Women and Child
Development Minister
Smriti Irani will chair a
sub-zonal meeting being
organized on June 04 at
10 am at Lalit Mahal,
Serikhedi, Raipur.

MPs, Women and
Child Development and
Social Welfare
Ministers, MLAs and

concerned Principal
Secretaries, Secretaries,
Directors from
Chhattisgarh, West
Bengal and Odisha will
attend the meeting.

Amrit Mahotsav of
Independence is being
celebrated by the
Government of India to
commemorate the com-
pletion of 75 years of in-
dependence. Zonal and
sub-zonal meetings are
being organized all over
the country under Amrit
Mahotsav to fulfill the
objectives of the next 25
years.

Smriti Irani to chair
sub-zonal meeting
in Raipur on June 4 

MPs, Ministers,
MLAs of Ch’garh,
WB and Odisha to
attend

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 02: The new
academic session of
schools in Chhattisgarh is
going to begin on 15th
June. Apart from teachers
and students, the officers
will also visit schools with
opening of the schools to
monitor arrangements,
teachers and children’s at-
tendance and implementa-
tion of government
schemes. The officers will
submit report about
schools after inspection.

The report will be sub-
mitted through the District
Education Officer, Joint

Director to the
Departmental Secretary.
School Education
Secretary Dr S
Bharathidasan has in-
structed to pay special at-
tention to the attendance of
teachers and students in
the new academic session.
He has asked to ensure im-
plementation of various
schemes run in the depart-
ment in the new academic
session. For this, the offi-
cers of the School
Education Department
have been directed to con-
duct surprise inspection
and monitor educational
institutions 15th June to
15th July.

It has been directed by
the School Education
Department that all the in-
specting officers will look

at 100% attendance of
teachers, staff and stu-
dents during surprise in-
spection from 15th June to
15th July. Disciplinary ac-
tion will be taken as per the
rules against the teachers
who are found absent.

During inspection the of-
ficers will monitor imple-
mentation of various de-
partmental schemes like
Swami Atmanand
Excellent English and
Hindi Medium School,
Free Textbook
Distribution, Free Uniform
Distribution, Free Bicycle
Distribution, Mid-day
Meal, Admission under
RTE, Scholarship, Mahtari
Dular Yojna, Status of
School Building, Toilet and
functioning of Balwadi
(pre-school) Centres.

New academic session to begin on 15th June 
Officers to visit
schools for inspec-
tion with opening

Raipur, Jun 02: Gourab
Kumar Agarwal, an alum-
nus of HNLU brings laurel
to his Alma Mater with his
selection in the Union
Public Service
Commission exams of 2021
securing 86th Rank in the
All India merit list. He
achieved this remarkable
success in his second at-
tempt.

A meritorious student
since the day he entered
the hallowed portals of
HNLU in the Batch of 2015-
20, Gourab interned with
prominent law firms like
P.S Billimoria, Amrita and
Debesh Panda, and
Khaitan&Co. While at
HNLU, Gourab participat-
ed enthusiastically in all

extracurricular activities.
He was known for his clari-
ty in thought during the
various Moot Court compe-
titions that he participated
in. He was a keen quizzer
and won laurels  in the
many quiz competitions
that he took part in. With a
keen interest in social
work, he was always first to

volunteer for Fundraising
activities and worked tire-
lessly in raising funds
with the non-profit organi-
sation Increasing Diversity
by Increasing Access to
Legal Education (IDIA).
While at HNLU he also at-
tended the winter school
organised by The Network
of International Law
Students on International
Dispute Settlements.

After his noteworthy
achievement, Gourab post-
ed this on the social media
“It was a long and tiring
journey but fruitful at the
end. This would have not
been possible without the
constant support and guid-
ance from my family,
friends and my teachers. I

would strive to fulfil, with
dignity and integrity, all
my responsibilities and du-
ties that would be bestowed
upon me during my career
and do complete justice to
my post as a public ser-
vant”

Commenting on his feat,
the Vice Chancellor of
HNLU, Prof (Dr.) V C
Vivekanandan remarked
that “Mr. Gourab Kumar
Agarwal joins the illustri-
ous rank of public policy
wonks from HNLU and the
entire HNLU fraternity
wishes him success in his
service to the Nation.”
HNLU is proud of his selec-
tion and achievement and
wishes him the very best in
his career.

Gourab Kumar Agarwal secured
86th All India Rank in UPSC-2021 Raipur, Jun 02: Realizing

the need for a close linkage
in terms of research and
academic activities, Indian
Institute of Technology
Bhilai signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding with CSIR -
AMPRI (Advanced
Materials and Processes
Research Institute),
Bhopal. The MoU envis-
ages multiple mutual re-
search and academic inter-
ests including joint re-
search projects, seminars,
symposia, conferences and
workshops besides other
common areas of re-
search.

Dignitaries from CSIR-
AMPRI, Dr. S.K.S. Rathore
(Chief Scientist), Dr.
Manish Mudgal (Senior
Principal Scientist) and
Shri Hare Ram Kushwaha

(Administrative Advisor)
were present during the
signing. IIT Bhilai was rep-
resented by Prof. Rajat
Moona (Director), Dr.
Jayesh Chandra S. Pai
(Registrar), Dr.
BarunGorain (Faculty In-
charge, Dean of Research

and Development) and
heads of various depart-
ments and staff members.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Prof. Moona high-
lighted the need to enter
into such collaborations
and emphasized that a
joint project on

Computational Material
Science may also be ex-
plored. The signing of the
MoU was followed by a de-
tailed presentation by Dr.
Manish Mudgal, where he
highlighted existing re-
search in the area of ce-
ment, including geo-poly-
mer concrete and advanced
radiation shielding aggre-
gate and concrete.
Following the presenta-
tion, a discussion session
was held where both par-
ties attempted to chart pos-
sible collaborations in the
fields of their expertise. IIT
Bhilai envisages that it will
cater to the basic research
needs of CSIR-AMPRI
while CSIR-AMPRI will ex-
plore the possibilities of
translating the research
into practice for the benefit
of industry and society.

IIT Bhilai and CSIR-AMPRI sign MoU

It gives me immense
pleasure to introduce
Divyanjali Jaiswal, for
her merit and meticulous
planning. At the outset,
let me make it clear that I
don’t wish to take any
credit as an English tu-
ition teacher, for all that
she has achieved and
more to come. Being her
tuition teacher for four
years, I had the good for-
tune to hone her skills in
English. What I admired
the most about her, was
her penchant for improv-
ing her vocabulary and
expressions. Being the
daughter of a Professor,
she had great respect and
regards for all teachers,
be it her tutors at
Abhishek Tutorials or
her beloved teachers at
The Radiant Way School
and NIT, Raipur.

Being very humble and

down to earth, Divyanjali
candidly confesses that
the desire to try for UPSC
became stronger when
she was in her final year
at NIT though the initial
inspiration had already
been sown when she
would listen to some mer-
itorious students trying
for the same, like Akshay
Pillay for that matter,

even when she was in her
Class XII board class
English tuition, under my
tutelage. She also gives
credit to her parents, who
persuaded her to try for
Civil Service as she had
the rare distinction to be
good, both in Science and
Arts. With a revelation,
she confesses that the
panelists at the final in-
terview, particularly liked
her opinion that all lan-
guages are important and
we must give due credit
not only to English but
also to other regional lan-
guages.

As an alumni of The
Radiant Way School, she
thanks all her teachers
and particularly to Mrs.
Bhavna Dubey Ma’am,
the Principal, who also
taught her English.
According to her, the
formative years at her

alma mater definitely
helped her to scale the
height of success. On
being asked if going to
Delhi to get the IAS
coaching, she opined that
though she stayed there
for around 10 months, it
was the net that helped
her the most.

On an average, she
studied around 10 hours
to crack this epic exam.
She got the 216th rank in
her 3rd attempt. She feels
that reading between the
lines is very important.
While answering the
question of the panelists,
she utilised it very im-
pressively.

(The following is an
excerpt of the inter-
view with Divyanjali
Jaiwal, 216th Rank, All
India Rank in UPSC,
2021 by Sanjay Kumar
Mishra)

Reading between the lines is very
important: Divyanjali

Raipur, Jun 02: The selec-
tion test for admission in
class 9th in Prayas
Residential Schools being
run under Late Rajiv
Gandhi Bal Bhavishya
Suraksha Yojana was con-
ducted on 17th April 2022.
Students who have
cleared this examination
will be required to sub-
mit choice filling form
with all the certificates
for admission in the
schools till 13th June.

Scheduled Tribe and
Scheduled Caste

Development Department
has informed that stu-
dents qualifying the selec-
tion examination will have
to contact assistant com-
missioners, tribal develop-
ment in the districts
where they appeared in

the examination for ad-
mission in Prayas schools.
The category wise list of
students selected for ad-
mission in class 9th is
available on the depart-
mental website
tribal.cg.gov.in.

Choice filling for admission in class 9th in Prayas till June 13

Open School
exam result today
Raipur, Jun 02: The re-
sult of the High School
and Higher Secondary
Main and Attempt
Examinations 2022 organ-
ized by the Chhattisgarh
State Open School will be
released on 3rd June at 12
noon on the website of
Chhattisgarh State Open
School sos.cg.nic.in and
result.cg.nic.in.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0022:: Six committees
were formed on the second day
session of the two-day Nav
Sankalp Chintan Shivir work-
shop of Congress to implement
the decisions taken by Udaipur
Chintan Shivir in the state. 

Minister Dr Premsai Singh,
MP Deepak Baij, PCC Vice
President Pratima Chandrakar,
MLA Vinay Jaiswal,
Balodabazar District Congress
President Hitendra Thakur pre-
sented their reports in the dis-
cussion of the first committee.
The second committee dis-
cussed the district level padya-
tra to be taken out by the
Congress on the instructions of
AICC, in which Minister Dr
Shivkumar Dahria, MP Jyotsna
Mahant, Mineral Corporation
Chairman Girish Devangan,
MLA Laljit Singh Rathia, Durg
Rural President Nirmal Kosare
presented their reports. 

During the discussion of
third committee the Minister
Mohammad Akbar, MP
Phoolodevi Netam, Khadi
Board Chairman Rajendra
Tiwari, MLA Vinod Chandrakar,
State General Secretary

Chandrashekhar Shukla pre-
sented reports on the discus-
sion on the padyatra to mark
75th anniversary of independ-
ence.

Minister Amarjit Bhagat,
MLA Dhanendra Sahu, MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma, State
Officer Yashvardhan Rao and
Raipur Mayor Aijaz Dhebar pre-
sented reports on discussions
on movements in the fourth
committee. Senior Minister
Ravindra Choubey, MLA Arun
Vora, State Office Bearer
Seema Verma, District
President Vijay Kesharwani,
Youth Commission President
Jitendra Mudaliar presented
reports on the discussion on
the announcements of the fifth
committee sankalp shivir.

Minister Jaisingh Agarwal,
MLA Daleshwar Sahu,
Corporation Board Chairman
Pankaj Sharma, Mayor Safira

Sahu, District Panchayat
President Hemant Dhruv pre-
sented reports on the discus-
sion on the organization of the
Sixth Committee District level
Nav-Sankalp Shivir.

Minister Guru Rudra Kumar,
State Office Bearer Arjun
Tiwari, MLA Lakshmi Dhruva,
District President Rakesh
Gupta, District Panchayat
President Harish Kawasi
Lakhma presented reports on
discussion on Bharat Jodo
Yatra (Kashmir to
Kanyakumari) from October 2
in Seventh Committee.

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel also gave necessary
directions in the programme
and called for preparations for
2023 as well as 2024 elections.
He stressed the need for going

to the public highlighting
achievements and plans of the
state government. He also
called for making people aware
of the failures of the Modi gov-
ernment. He gave a detailed
lecture regarding the decisions
of Udaipur Chintan Shivir and
its implementation in
Chhattisgarh.

State in-charge PL Punia
said that the decisions of
Udaipur Chintan Shivir will
strengthen the party. He also
called for strengthening the
organization up to the booth
level and paving way for return
of Congress government in
Chhattisgarh again in 2023 and
winning 11 Lok Sabha seats of
Chhattisgarh in 2024 by pro-
jecting the works of the state
government. PCC Chief Mohan

Markam, while presenting the
Presidential report on the find-
ings of the two-day Chintan
Shivir, said that each and every
instruction of Udaipur Nav
Chintan Shivir will be followed
literally. A 75 km padyatra will
be taken out in all assembly
constituencies of the state.
Appointments will be made
from all the zones of the organ-
ization to the state posts In 180
days, he added.

Nav Sankalp Chintan Shivir
workshop will be organized in
all the districts. Bharat Jodo
Padyatra will be taken out and
a big event will be held in the
capital on the 75th anniversary
of independence and it has also
been decided to hold mandato-
ry meetings of the zone on 7th
of every month, block on 14th,
district on 21st, PCC on 30th of
every month. The instructions
of Udaipur Chintan Shivir will
be followed for the appoint-
ments of the organization.

Action plan chalked out at Chintan Shivir 
Six committees
were formed on the
second day session

Information about 

government schemes being

given through art troupes

Raipur, Jun 02:
Information about various
ambitious schemes of the
state government is being
spread in various gram
panchayats of the district
throgh art troupes. Art
troupes are performing
plays and presenting
songs, showcasing innova-
tion and development
works being undertaken
in the state. The presenta-
tion of art troupes is get-
ting overwhelming re-
sponse. Artistes of art
troupes are performing in
programme based on gov-
ernment schemes being
organized at the identified
large villages and weekly
haat-bazaars of all the de-
velopment blocks of the
district by the Public
Relations Office under
guidance of the District
Collector Sourabh Kumar.
Publicity material related
to public welfare schemes
of the government is also
being distributed.

PAT/PVPT on 5th June 
Raipur, Jun 02: Chhattisgarh Professional Examination Board Raipur is going to con-
duct PAT (Pre Agriculture Test)  and PVPT (Pre Veterinary Polytechnic Test ) on 5th
June from 9 am to 12.15 pm in 10 examination centers. The Collector has appointed
Assistant Director, Skill Development Department, Raipur, Kedar Patel as the nodal of-
ficer to ensure smooth conduct of the examination.
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Raipur, Jun 02: The
Thomas Cup-winning
team of India sent a signed
badminton kit to the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
as a gift. The kit includes
a badminton racket and
bag signed by the Indian
badminton players. The
Secretary of the Indian
Badminton Association,
Sanjay Mishra, visited the
Chief Minister’s official
residence today and pre-
sented him with the kit.
The Chief Minister happi-
ly accepted the gift sent by

the Indian team and sent
his best wishes to the lat-
ter. He said that the play-
ers have rewritten history
by winning the Thomas
Cup. India has won the
biggest international bad-
minton tournament,
Thomas Cup, for the first
time in 73 years.

During his meeting with
the Chief Minister, the
Secretary of the Indian
Badminton Association
said that the International
Badminton Association
has decided to organize
the International
Badminton Tournament
in Chhattisgarh this year.
The probable dates for the

tournament will be be-
tween Sept 20-22- 2022. He
requested the Chief
Minister’s assistance in
organizing the tourna-
ment. He added that this
tournament will help in
placing Chhattisgarh on
the map of global sports
and will also increase the
chances of the state of
hosting reputed interna-
tional sports events. The
Chief Minister granted
his permission for the or-
ganization of the event
and assured him to extend
every possible help.

The Secretary Mishra
also urged the Chief
Minister to build a

Badminton Academy in
Chhattisgarh. The Chief
Minister had announced
the opening of a bad-
minton academy in
Chhattisgarh last year in
September. Mishra said
that after the opening of a
badminton academy in the
state, the Indian
Badminton Association
will provide superior bad-
minton coaching at the na-
tional and international
levels to Chhattisgarh’s
players. Moreover, it will
also open doors for the op-
eration of National
Training Centers for bad-
minton in Chhattisgarh.
The Chief Minister gave

instructions to the officers
for speeding up the process
of opening a Badminton
Academy in the state.

Kit presented to the CM
had signatures from 10
badminton players of the
Indian team

The Thomas Cup-win-
ning players who had their
signatures on the bad-
minton kit presented to the
Chief Minister included
Sarvashri Kidambi
Shrikant, Lakshya Sen,
H.S. Pranoy, Chirag Shetty,
Satvik Sairaj, Priyanshu
Rajawat, Dhruv Kapila,
Krishna Prasad, Vishnu
Vardhan, M.R. Arjun,
along with the famous in-
ternational player of
India, Gopichand.

On this occasion, the
Director of Sports and
Youth Welfare Shweta
Shrivastav Sinha, the
Treasurer of the
Chhattisgarh Badminton
Association Mr. Sanjay
Bhansali, and the bad-
minton players of
Chhattisgarh like Hiral
Chauhan, Tanu Chandra,
Raunak Chauhan,
International Hockey play-
er Mrs. Neeta Doomre,
Saba Anjum, and
weightlifter Rustam
Sarang were also present.

Thomas Cup winning National team sent
a signed badminton kit to the CM

CM congratulates
the team and sent
his best wishes

Indian team made
history by winning
the Thomas Cup

Secretary of the IBA
handed over the gift
to the CM

CM grants permis-
sion to organize the
Int’nl Badminton
Challenge Tourney
in Ch’garh as per
decision by IBA

Raipur , Jun 02: A state-
level photo exhibition of
welfare schemes and pro-
grammes of the
Chhattisgarh Government
has been set up by the
Public Relations
Department at Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium in
Raipur. The exhibition is
witnessing huge footfall
with public representa-
tives, Panchayat officials,
villagers and citizens com-
ing daily from different
areas of the state to visit
this exhibition, which

started from May 21. The
representatives of
Panchayat and urban bod-
ies of Bilaspur district vis-
ited the development exhi-
bition (Vikas
Pradarshani) today and
appreciated the plans and
welfare schemes of the
state government.

Public representatives
of Gram Panchayat
Bhurkunda, Manzoor
Pahari, Dhavaramuda,
Bharari, and Korbi of
Bilaspur district said the
state government is bring-
ing prosperity in the lives
of common people with
the successful implemen-
tation of its development
and welfare schemes. After
taking a glimpse of the ex-
hibition, panchayat repre-
sentatives and villagers

said that the Chhattisgarh
government is making un-
tiring efforts to strengthen
the economic condition of
farmers, laborers and
women through various
welfare schemes, which
has now started showing
positive effects. Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana
has been started to provide
farmers a fair price for
their produce, Shri
Dhanvantari Generic
Medical Scheme to provide
medicines at affordable
rates to the needy people
and Swami Atmanand
English/Hindi Medium
Schools being run to pro-
vide quality education to
rural and underprivileged
children. This has ensured
development of people of
each section of the society.

‘Ch’garh Govt is bringing prosperity
in the lives of people’

Visitors at develop-
ment exhibition
appreciating flag-
ship schemes of the
state govt

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 02: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
watched the National Film
Award-winning film
‘Bhulan the Maze’ made in
Chhattisgarh. After watch-
ing it, he said, “I watched
such a wonderful film
after a long time. It is
based on the rural life of
Chhattisgarh. This movie
depicts the simplicity of
Chhattisgarh’s people. The
‘spirit of cooperation’ that
has been depicted in the
film is the ‘basic spirit’ of
the people of
Chhattisgarh. The film’s
direction and screenplay
are very good”. “I appreci-
ate the performance of all
the actors and declare this

film to be tax-free”, he
added. The Chief
Minister watched the film
along with his cabinet
ministers, MLAs, public
representatives, and
media colleagues.

The Chief Minister also
met the film director Mr.
Manoj Verma and the
writer Mr. Sanjeev Bakshi.
He said that depicting the
original nature of
Chhattisgarhi people in
cinema through Bhulan
Kanda is commendable.
Filming the beautiful cul-
ture of Chhattisgarh has
been done very well. The
space which has been
given to folk songs and

beautifully depicts the var-
ious aspects of
Chhattisgarh’s village in
the movie like the beauty
of our village, the coopera-
tion we have with each
other, the collective deci-
sions taken in the village,
and the people stand by
each other in every situa-
tion.

It is noteworthy that
Bhulan The Maze, is based
on the novel ‘Bhulan
Kanda’ written by Mr.
Sanjeev Bakshi.

The book was written
keeping in mind the cul-
tural and popular beliefs
of Chhattisgarh. The film
has been directed by Mr.

Manoj Verma. It has been
awarded the 67th National
Film Award and
Chhattisgarh Government
has also rewarded it with
an amount of Rs.1 Crore.

The cast and crew were
also very excited to have
the Chief Minister with
them. Extending their en-
thusiasm, the Chief
Minister said that your
work very depicted our
Chhattisgarhi culture, and
due to this our beautiful
culture is getting recogni-
tion all over the world.
This is a very auspicious
moment for Chhattisgarhi
cinema.

Such efforts should be
continued in the future
and to encourage this, the
Government of
Chhattisgarh has also pre-
pared a film policy. Chief
Minister Mr.Baghel also
said that a film has been
made on literature and
this will give a new height
to the cinema in
Chhattisgarh.

CM declares ‘Bhulan The Maze’ film tax-free
Says that after a
long time watched
a great film, every-
one should see it:
Baghel

Raipur, Jun 02: Today a
team of Japanese officials
of the Japan International
Cooperation Agency
(JICA) visited Sandi
Gauthan of Dhamdha de-
velopment to see the liveli-
hood-oriented activities
being conducted in
Gauthan. The Japanese
team was impressed by the
protection of cows and
how an ecosystem could
be created from the prod-
ucts given by them. The
officials observed various
activities that have been
conducted under Gauthan
which include production
of vermicompost manure,
hatchery, brooding house,
poultry rearing, quail
rearing, community Badi,
and other activities by the
Women’s Self Help
Groups. They also inter-
acted with the women of
Self Help Groups involved

in activities through the
officers present. They un-
derstood and appreciated
the concept Gauthan that
how it works for the bene-
fit of animals and hu-
mans.

They said that this con-
cept is new for them,
which strengthens the
rural economy. Knowing
about the earnings of

women through self-help
groups, they expressed
their happiness and also
called it a meaningful ini-
tiative towards women em-
powerment. After this, the
team also visited a farmer
named Mayank Chauhan’s
farm in Girhola where
they saw the cultivation of
plug-type vegetable
seedlings and dragon fruit.

They were very amazed by
the advanced level of
farming. The members of
visiting team were Mr.
Koide Sota Deputy
Director of JICA, Miss H
Shashaki Country Officer,
Kaori Fruyama a repre-
sentative of JICA India,
Anurag Sinha Principal
Development Specialist,
and other officals.

Japanese officials of JICA group impressed
with the ecosystem of Ch’garh‘s Gauthans

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Jun 02: In order
to maintain peace and se-
curity, Collector Sourabh
Kumar and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Prashant Kumar Agrawal
reviewed the law and
order situation in the dis-
trict by holding a meeting
of senior officers of the
District Administration
and Police Department in
the Red Cross meeting
room located in the

Collectorate premises
today.

The Collector gave nec-
essary instructions re-
garding law and order to
the officers after taking in-
formation about the ongo-
ing and proposed dharna-
demonstrations. He also
discussed with the offi-
cials the possible traffic
problem during the dhar-
nas, demonstrations and
rallies to be organized in
the near future.

He asked the revenue

and police officers to
maintain constant con-
tact with each other and
work in coordination. On
this occasion, Additional
Collector Gopal Verma,
Additional District
Magistrate NR Sahu,
Additional Collector BB
Panchbhai, BC Sahu, all
S u b - D i v i s i o n a l
Magistrates (Revenue)
along with officers of
Police and Revenue
Department were 
present.

Law and order

Collector, SSP review law and
order with senior officers

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0022:: State’s
Panchayat and Rural
Development, Health and
Family Welfare and Medical
Education Minister T.S.
Singhdeo reviewed the depart-
mental works. In a review
meeting held in the meeting
room of Mahasamund District
Panchayat, he reviewed the
works of Mahasamund Medical
College and Health
Department as well as the
progress of various schemes
run under Panchayat and Rural
Development Department. In
the meeting, he directed the
medical college to give indent
to CGMSC for medicines. He
asked the doctors of the med-
ical college to prescribe gener-
ic medicines only so that peo-
ple could get treatment at
affordable rates. In the meet-
ing, Chairman of Forest
Development Corporation and
Basna MLA Mr. Devendra
Bahadur Singh, President of
District Panchayat Mrs. Usha
Patel, Secretary of Panchayat
and Rural Development
Department Mr. Prasanna R.,
Commissioner of Health
Department Dr. CR Prasanna
and Dean of Mahasamund
Medical College, Dr. Yasmin
Khan was also present. In the
meeting, the Health Minister
directed the officers and doc-
tors of the Health Department
to make such arrangements so
that maximum number of med-
icines are provided to the
patients free of cost. He asked
them to push for taking the

medicines sent by CGMSC to
the hospitals of the district.
Mr. Singhdeo directed to expe-
dite the works of eradication of
leprosy, Sickle cell and T.B.  He
also reviewed the Khubchand
Baghel Health Assistance
Scheme, asked to send maxi-
mum number of proposals for
the claim amount for the treat-
ment provided to IPD patients
in government hospitals. He
expressed unhappiness over
the small number of proposals
sent by the district hospitals
for claims. In the review meet-
ing, Health Minister Singhdeo
inquired about the status of
buildings of Community Health
Centers, Primary Health
Centers and Sub Health
Centers, availability of equip-
ment and medicines and staff
in the district. 

He said that separate MBBS
doctors are being appointed
for Mukhyamantri Haat Bazar
Clinic scheme. He also inquired
about the progress of  Covid
vaccination in the district.
Singhdeo also reviewed the
progress of various schemes
run by the Panchayat and
Rural Development
Department. He inquired about
the works related to construc-

tion of Gauthan and pasture
under Narva, Garwa, Ghurva
and Bari scheme. 

The minister also reviewed
MNREGA, Godhan Nyay
Yojana, Swachh Bharat Mission
(Rural), National Rural
Livelihood Mission, Rurban
Mission, Chief Minister
Samagra Gramin Vikas Yojana,
Chief Minister Gram Sadak
Yojana, GPDP, Chhattisgarh
State Rural and Other
Backward Classes Area
Development Authority,
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana.  Officials of Panchayat
and Rural Development
Department informed in the
meeting that out of 551
Gauthans of the district, 358
cow dung is being procured
under Godhan Nyay Yojana. A
total of 3802 women of self-
help groups are engaged in
various employment activities
in different Gauthans of the
district.  

In the review meeting, Chief
Executive Officer of District
Panchayat, S. Alok, Janpad
Panchayat President,
Yatendra Sahu and Civil
Surgeon Dr. NK Mandaoe and
departmental officers  were
present.

Patients should get maximum
medicines free of cost: Singhdeo

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0022::  Representatives
of  various trade organisations of
Chhattisgarh had a courtesy call
on Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence office
this evening. They thanked the
Chief Minister for taking prompt
action against the miscreants by
the Chhattisgarh government on
the incident of assault on the
Gundardehi traders. On this
occasion  Chief Minister said
that strict action has been taken

by the government
against those who
disturb social har-
mony and play with
law and order and
will continue to do
so.  State President
of Chhattisgarh
Chamber of
Commerce and

Industries Mr. Amar Parwani,
Working President Mr. Rajendra
Jaggi, Patrons Mr. Ashudha
Ramji Waghwani and Hanuman
Prasad Aggarwal, Working
President Mr. Manmohan
Agrawal, Treasurer Mr. Uttam
Golcha, CAIT Chhattisgarh
President Mr. Jitendra Doshi,
General Secretary Surendra
Singh along with other members
of the delegation were present.

Trade organisations of Ch’garh met CM 

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0022::  Chhattisgarh
has once again topped among
the states with the lowest
unemployment rate in the
country. According to new data
released by the Center for
Monitoring Indian Economy
(CMIE), the unemployment
rate in Chhattisgarh was only
0.7 percent in May, while the

average unemployment rate in
the country was 7.1 percent in
the same period. Earlier in
March, April 2022 also, the
unemployment rate of
Chhattisgarh was the lowest in
the country at 0.6 percent.

According to the new CMI
data, the states with the lowest
unemployment rate in the
country are as follows ;
Chhattisgarh at 0.6 percent
Madhya Pradesh 1.6 percent,
Gujarat 2.1 percent, Odisha 2.6
percent, Uttarakhand 2.9 per-
cent, Tamil Nadu and Uttar
Pradesh 3.1 percent,
Maharashtra and Meghalaya
4.1 percent, Karnataka 4.3 per-
cent, Andhra Pradesh 4.4 per-
cent. , Pudducherry 5.6 per-
cent, Kerala 5.8 percent.

The highest unemployment
rate in the country has been
noted in Haryana with 24.6 per-
cent, Rajasthan with 22.2 per-
cent, Jammu and Kashmir 18.3
percent, Tripura 17.4 percent,
Delhi 13.6 percent, Goa 13.4
percent, Bihar 13.3 percent,
Jharkhand 13.1 percent,
Himachal Pradesh 9.6 per cent
in Telangana, 9.4 per cent in
Telangana, 9.2 per cent in
Punjab, 8.2 per cent in Assam
and 7.5 per cent in Sikkim.

After the formation of the
new government in
Chhattisgarh three and a half
years ago, the government’s
emphasis was always on
schemes that balance the
urban and rural economy and
create new employment oppor-

tunities for everyone part of
society. Immediately after the
formation of the new govern-
ment, the state government
initiated with the release of
farmers and waiver of pending
irrigation tax. 

After this, Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana, Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Suraji Gaon
Yojana, Narva-Garwa-Ghurva-
Bari Programme, Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana, formula-
tion of new industrial policy,
better system of collection of
forest and agricultural pro-
duce, produce, Processing and
value addition at the local
level, establishment of rural
industrial parks, increase in
the collection rate of minor

forest produce and purchase
of 65 types of minor forest
produce on support price,
increase in the remuneration
rate of tendu leaf collection,
giving the status of agricultur-
al practices to fish farming
and lac production, all these
schemes were implemented to
give a boost to agricultural
and non agricultural income
generating opportunities
throughout the urban and
rural areas of the state.
Several steps were taken to
conserve the age old tradition-
al occupations unique to the
state like  promotion of tradi-
tional craftsmen, weavers and
entrepreneurs, etc with the
establishment of C-Mart in
every district.

Ch’garh remains country’s first state with the lowest unemployment rate at 0.7%
As recorded in the
month of May

Average unemploy-
ment rate in the
country is  7.1%,
Ch’garh has again
topped the list in
the month of May



JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  JJuunn  0022::  Harjeet Singh
Pappu, the eminent musician of
Bastar district, has created a
record through YouTube,
YouTube has given Harjeet
Pappu the Golden Button
Award, achieving this feat is not
as easy as it sounds to read and
listen. YouTube gives this
Golden Play Button award to
only those people who have at
least 1 million subscribers on
their YouTube channel. Harjit
Singh currently has more than
10 lakh 40 thousand subscribers
and 17 crore 96 lakh 95 thou-
sand views, which is a record in
itself. Compared to keyboard
layers, Harjeet Singh Pappu is
the first keyboard player in
India to be awarded Golden Lay
Button by YouTube in this cate-

gory. Harjit Singh informed that
he has achieved this feat in just
3 years and his audience is not
only in India but his channel is
seen in more than 100 coun-
tries. In these 3 years, Harjeet
Singh Pappu has put only 145
videos in his channel, yet his
fame is such that his viewership
increases by about 700 viewers
daily and about 20000 new
viewers join his channel in a
month. Google itself confirms
this.  Completely dedicated to
music, Harjeet Singh Pappu has
big plans for music, he said that
he wants to see Bastar grow as
a music hub in the coming
years, he is keen to set up an
academy inside Bastar In which
training in all instruments and
singing will be given, which will

provide an opportunity for the
hidden musical talents in
Bastar. It is noteworthy that
this achievement of Harjit Singh

Pappu is not only a matter of
pride for Bastar and
Chhattisgarh, but it is also a
matter of pride for the country

that a keyboard player from a
region like Bastar is the first
person in the country to be
awarded the Golden Play
Button Award has been present-
ed. Harjit Singh Pappu has been
doing music practice continu-
ously for the last 32 years. His
son Ramandeep Singh Romi is
also a YouTuber who has
received the Silver Play Award
last year. He also has more than
2 lakh subscribers and crores of
viewers. Apart from this,
Harjeet’s wife Mrs. Varsha
Devgun is also a well-known
playback singer who has a
diploma in Light Music as well
as Classical Music. Both his
sons are also musicians, one
having mastered the guitar and
the other the drums.
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Rajim, Jun 02: 

Reports of black market-
ing of PDS rice meant for
the beneficiaries by a par-
ticular Self Help Group
(SHG) in the region has
come to fore, and taking ac-
tion Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Avinash Bhoi,
has suspended the opera-
tor of the government fair
price shop of village
Tarighat.

According to informa-
tion, many people includ-
ing Nand Verma,
Narottam Ram, Vishal
Manoj, Yogesh, Panchram,
had submitted a memoran-
dum with signatures to the
District Collector,
Gariaband on 24 May, in
which it has been said that
the fair price shop of vil-
lage Tarighat which is
being operated by Jagriti
Mahila Self Help Group
(JMSHG), did not distrib-
ute rice meant for the ben-

eficiaries. Taking this
complaint seriously,
District Collector Namrata
Gandhi had directed the
Food Department and Sub-

Divisional Magistrate
Rajim to investigate and
on investigation it was
found that 40 ration card
holders were found to be

distributed with 4 quintals
of 55 kg rice less than the
entitlement. Jaya Sahu,
sarpanch of Gram
Panchayat Tarighat in-
formed that after getting
information about the
complaint being made to
the women’s group, rice
was distributed to the ben-
eficiaries’ later. Along with
this; the said ration shop

has been handed over to
the Rural Service Co-oper-
ative Society Kaundkera
for temporary operation
till further orders.

Action against JMSHG for
black-marketing PDS rice

CM’s visit to Bastar was full of gifts: Baghel
BBhhoonndd,,  JJuunn  0022:: Bastar Development Authority chairman and Bastar MLA
Lakeshwar Baghel was all praise for the Chief Minister’s visit to Bastar as it
was full of  gifts to the people. He added, CM himself inspected the ongoing
schemes and ensured their implementation so that the beneficiaries receive
the most. MLA mentioned that CM has decided to tour the entire state and talk
personally with the people which itself is a historic step. Baghel expressing his
gratitude towards the CM mentioned that his visit has infused a new energy
among the local public representatives and fruitful for the people of Bastar.

Jagdalpur, Jun 02: 

Hundreds of people par-
ticipated in a sit-in demon-
stration organized near
the local Sirhasar Chowk
here, under the banner of
Rail Line Movement. In
the forum, the speakers
Saket Shukla, Navneet
Chand, Rohit Singh Arya
of the convening board at-
tacked the Railways,
NMDC and those respon-
sible for the neglect of
Bastar for years.

During this, the mem-
bers present from the
protest site took a pledge
to make the proposed in-
definite rail-roko move-
ment starting from June
15 a success and talked
about exerting full force,
to make the Railways
meet the demands.
Hundreds of youth,
women, elderly and chil-
dren participated in the
protest, and a memoran-
dum was submitted to the

Tehsildar in the name of
the Union Railway
Minister regarding the de-
mands.

During this, Sanjeev
Sharma, Mahesh Singh
Thakur, Sandeep Joshi,
Gopal Tirthani, Suraj
Srivastava, Sandeep
Singh, Manish Lingam,
Bharat Kashyap,
Nilambar Sethia, Naveen
Nayak, Ajay Baghel,
Lakhpal Singh, Naveen
Nayak, Keshav Tang,
Mitesh Panigrahi,
Dhirendra Patra ,
Saurabh Ahluwalia,

Sangeeta Sarkar, Pitam
Nag, Om Markam,
Gurmit Kaur, Mohan
Maurya, Pinky Tilak,
Guddu Kashyap, Paklu
Kashyap, Dina Jani, Geeta
Bharti, Pritam Nag,
Daitari Pawan, Megha
Mandal, Sita Ram
Kashyap, Vaijanti, Paro
Baghel, Denis, Rekha,
Ramlal, Geeta Nag,
Shekhar, Kishan Sarkar,
Pradeep, Sonal, Golu,
Sahul, Sunny, Naveen,
Netik, Krishna Kumar,
Sumati, Chanda, Kiran,
Shobha, Lalita, Bhanu,

Urmila, Durga, Trinath ,
Annapurna, Sarita, Annu
Singh, Jyotsna, Hiralal,
Dharmendra, Priyanka,
Umesh Bhanushali,
Gajendra Thakur, Gitesh
Singhade, Prabhat
Chauhan, Rahul Nag,
Prakash Satpati, Pawan
Mishra, Amit Dwivedi,
Shiv Shukla, Asif Ali,
Usman Raza Vishal Rath ,
Kamalsai Kashyap Boti
Nag, Pramod Nag, Anjana
Kashyap, Baljit Singh,
Ashish Singh and a large
number of others are
present.

Memorandum submitted to Tehsildar 
 In the name of Union

Railway Minister 

Koriya, Jun 02: 

In the meeting held
under the chairmanship
of Collector Kuldeep
Sharma, the Collector
gave strict instructions to
the officers of all the de-
partments and said that
every application received
from the public through
various means such as
Janchaupal, camps should
be redressed with priority.
Directing the distribution
of caste certificates in
schools as per the instruc-
tions of the state govern-
ment, the Collector in co-
ordination with the
Education, Revenue and
Tribal Development
Department asked the
Department of Education,
Revenue and Tribal

Development to issue caste
certificates by organizing
special camps in schools
from June 20 onwards.

Taking information on
the issuing of ration
cards, the Collector in-
structed the Food Officer
and CEO, Janpad
Panchayat to issue ration
cards in the next two days
after resolving pending
cases in the meeting. He
said that strict action
should be taken for negli-
gence in ration card relat-
ed works. In the meeting,
the Collector also re-
viewed the flagship
schemes of the govern-
ment and instructed the
departments to bring bet-
ter progress.

While reviewing the im-
plementation of Godhan

Nyay Yojana, he gave strict
instructions to CEO
District Kharagwan and
Bharatpur to increase the
purchase of cow dung.
Similarly, he gave neces-
sary guidelines after dis-
cussing Chief Minister
Urban Slum Health
Scheme, Haat Bazar Clinic
Scheme, Dhanwantri
Medical Store, Rajiv
Gandhi Bhumiless Krishi
Mazdoor Yojana, collec-
tion of tendu leaves and
minor forest produce, ap-
proval of forest rights
sheet. CEO, District
Panchayat Shri Kunal
Dudawat, Additional
Collector Shri Sukhnath
Ahirwar, Joint Collector,
all SDMs and district level
officers were present in
the meeting.

Ensure public redressal
with priority: Collector

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, Jun 02:
Demanding action
against the corrupt
Sarpanch, Secretary who
in convenience took out
money from funds allot-
ted to the Panchayat in
the name of his relatives,
Congress Zila President
Mamata Pawale has sub-
mitted a memorandum to
SDM Marwahi.

According to informa-
tion received, the three
member investigation
team chief Marwahi
Tehsildar,the inquiry re-
port was submitted to the
Sub-Divisional Officer
(Revenue) through his let-
ter number 1437 and
dated 07/03/2222, even
after this, no action was
taken by the SDM
Marwahi itself. SDM
Marwahi is withdrawing
from taking action
against the corrupt
sarpanch, secretary
under section 40,while it
has become clear from
the investigation report
that the amount of pan-

chayat has been with-
drawn by the sarpanch
secretary in the name of
his relatives, whose con-
firmation has been done
on the basis of the avail-
able documents.

The sarpanch has said
in his statement that he
has no information about
the payment made to
Deepak Kaushik,but the
payment has been made
through DSC, in the
name of Satyam Bhanu,
who is the nephew of the
present Sarpanch.Same
way in the name of run-
ning JCB, lakhs in the
name of Katra resident
Dayaram Pav has been
withdrawn.

Demand for action
in corruption case

In Gram Panchayat Semardari

What officer says
“The inquiry report has been
received, and the concerned
sarpanch has put forth his
stand and appropriate
action will be taken after
investigation.”

DDeevvssiinngghh  UUiikkee--SSDDMM
MMaarrwwaahhii

Sambalpur, Jun 02:
Susanta Maharana, Sr.
Goods Train Manager
/Operating/Sambalpur
and Sri Gourav Kumar,
Track Maintainer
/Engineering/Jarpada
were awarded for their
alertness in safety and

outstanding contribution
towards the safe running
of trains and well con-
versant with       the safety
rules and         regulations .
Divisional Railway
Manager, Sambalpur,
Pradeep Kumar awarded
them Meritorious

Certificate and Cash Prize
in presence of Tanmay
Mukhopadhyaya,Senior
Divisional Operations
Manager, Jivanjyoti
Sahoo, Senior Divisional
Engineer/West &
Shibabrata Dhal,Senior
Divisional Safety Officer.

Railway safety staff awarded

Jagdalpur, Jun 01:

On the direction of
Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (JCC) (J)
President Amit Jogi, JCC
(J) Bastar district presi-
dent and Bastar Adhikar
Mukti Morcha chief con-
vener Navneet Chand
charged the Congress gov-
ernment in the state as
one taking initiative for
privatization of Nagarnar
steel plant in Bastar. He
termed it as a broker in-
stead of a caretaker of
people of Bastar. The same
facts have been disclosed
by the state president of
JCC (J) in Raipur Amit
Jogi, while giving infor-
mation with facts.
Nagarnar Steel Plant is
built on 1152.6 hect. land
and this land was in the
name of General Manager,
District Industries Centre,
Jagdalpur. CSIDC has se-
cretly sold this land to
NMDC, Chand alleged.

Navneet Chand address-
ing a press conference said
that by selling the land of
Nagarnar Steel Plant to
NMDC, the Bhupesh gov-
ernment has not only
paved the way for privati-
zation of Nagarnar Steel
Plant for the Central
Government, but has also
made a deal of Bastar’s
soil and trust of its people.
As a challenge to Bhupesh
govt, JCC (J) sought time
to meet CM Bhupesh
Baghel even if there is iota
of truth behind his tall
claims about privatization
of Nagarnar Steel Plant.
He challenged CM to reject
each and every decision
presented by JCC (J) in

front of the people of
Nagarnar and if the facts
are wrong then he is free
to take action against us as
well.

Disclosing the details
Navneet Chand informed
that on 6 December 2021,
CSIDC gave a demand note
of 32.04 hectares to NMDC.
On 20 December 2021,
NMDC paid Rs 5 crore 10
lakh 60 thousand 228 to
CSIDC. CSIDC issued a de-
mand note for the remain-
ing land on 21 December
2021. On 27 December 2021,
NMDC paid Rs 28 crore 41
lakh 10 thousand 463 to
CSIDC. On 27 December
2021, NMDC paid Rs 28
crore 41 lakh 10 thousand
463 to CSIDC. He alleged
that without informing
the Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly and
the people of
Chhattisgarh, why did the
Congress government in
state have sold the govern-
ment land to NMDC ? He
said that this was done be-
cause now NMDC can
transfer the Nagarnar
Steel Plant to a new com-
pany, and thereafter this
steel plant can be disin-
vested. Navneet Chand
said that the BJP govern-
ment sitting at the Center
is constantly trying to pri-
vatize Nagarnar Steel
Plant. But one of the
biggest hurdles before the
central government was to
have the Nagarnar steel
plant land in the name of
the state government.
That is, technically the
Central Government could
not even if it wanted to
privatize Nagarnar Steel
Plant because the land on

which Nagarnar Steel
Plant is located is the State
Government land and
without the State
Government selling the
land to NMDC, the Central
Government Nagarnar
Steel Plant cannot be pri-
vatized. Former Chief
Minister Ajit Jogi had de-
liberately made the Bastar
friendly arrangement of
Nagarnar Steel Plant land
in the name of the State
Government, so that at-
tempts to privatize
Nagarnar Steel Plant in fu-
ture could be foiled. It was
the vision of Late Ajit Jogi
that till now Nagarnar
Steel Plant could not go
into private hands, but it is
the Bhupesh government,
whom the Bastar residents
had chosen to guard the
land of Nagarnar Steel
Plant, has instead acted as
broker of the same land
giving it to NMDC. Chand
said that JCC(J) would
visit Nagarnar and make
the residents of Bastar
aware of the deception
done against them. He
warned that the Central
and the State Government
should understand that de-
spite all their efforts , we
will not allow privatiza-
tion of Nagarnar Steel
Plant at any cost.

During this, Bastar
Divisional Treasurer
President Amit Pandey,
Bharat Kashyap,
Divisional President
Tankeshwar Bhardwaj,
Baba Jameel, Bastar Rural
Youth President Nilambar
Sethia, Rural Block
President Ajay Baghel,
City Youth President
Shailendra Verma, Lakhi
Yadav, Kamal Gajbhye,
Rahul Pandey, Paklu
Kashyap , Om Markam,
Pitam Nag, Dhansai
Baghel, Krishna Kumar,
Dharmendra, Mohan
Maurya, Hiralal, Jaiveer
Rathor, Nobi Nishad, Joni
Nag, Gurmeet Kaur,
Pinky Tilak, Geeta
Bharti, Geeta Nag etc.

Bhupesh govt behind privatization
of Nagarnar plant, alleges Navneet 
It has given green signal to plant privatization effort of the Central govt by handing over 99 yrs lease to NMDC: JCC(J)

Harjeet  becomes the keyboard player of India’s first Golden Button Awarded

SUMMER TOURISM

Tourists hold umbrellas as they visit the Taj Mahal on a hot summer day, in Agra, Thursday.

SIKH HOLY BOOK

Sikh priests display the Sikh holy book that is said to have been hit by a bullet during Operation Blue Star of 1984, in
Amritsar, Thursday.
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Gun-point robbery 
 Panaji:Three persons

were held on
Thursday for alleged-
ly posing as anti-nar-
cotics personnel, fir-
ing in the air and rob-
bing a man in Mapusa
in Goa, a police offi-
cial said.Deputy
Superintendent of
Police (Mapusa) Jivba
Dalvi said James
Souza, Vinayak Somji
and Williams
Rodrigues were held
for robbing Naved
Sheikh at gun-point
and firing in the air in
the early hours of the
day. “Bicholim resi-
dent Sheikh was re-
turning from work
when he was stopped
by the three accused,
who were in a car.

Smuggled gold 
 Hyderabad: Smuggled

gold weighing 3.14 kg
was seized at the inter-
national airport here
on Thursday and two
people — a passenger
and an employee of a
COVID-19 testing facili-
ty at the airport were
arrested here in this
connection. Based on
information that the
gold is being smuggled
out of the airport, the
Officers of Air
Intelligence Unit,
Hyderabad Customs,
identified and inter-
cepted a passenger,
who arrived from
Dubai and an employ-
ee of an agency, which
provides the services
for testing COVID-19
samples.

Girls safety 
 New Delhi:The Delhi

Commission for
Women has sum-
moned Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
commissioner (MCD),
after the corporation
sought two months’
time to respond to a no-
tice on safety and secu-
rity of girls in primary
schools, the panel said
on Thursday. The DCW
had instituted an en-
quiry on the condition
of safety and security
of girls in primary
schools in Delhi follow-
ing the alleged sexual
assault of two minor
girls in Bhajanpura on
April 30.

Job defraud
 Lucknow: The

Special Task Force
(STF) of Uttar
Pradesh on Thursday
arrested three men
who allegedly duped
people impersonating
as personal staff of
UP ministers and sen-
ior officials.
According to a press
statement issued by
STF, the three used to
pose as personal staff
or close aides of min-
isters and senior offi-
cials and promised
the gullible govern-
ment jobs. “The ac-
cused duped several
lakhs from youngsters
in name of providing
them jobs in govern-
ment in medical col-
leges and hospitals,
the statement read.

Tigress rescued 
 Bahraich (UP): A ti-

gress, who was in-
jured after getting
trapped in a snare set
up by poachers, was
tranquilized and res-
cued here, forest offi-
cials said on
Thursday. “The five-
year-old injured ti-
gress was tranquil-
ized after a 55-day-
long search operation
carried out by three
teams of forest staff
and experts with help
of available resources
and two elephants,”
Divisional Forest
Officer Akashdeep
Badhawan told PTI.
According to the offi-
cials, the big cat was
tranquilized on
Wednesday.

Hyderabad, Jun 02 (PTI):

President Ram Nath
Kovind and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday greeted the
people of Telangana on its
formation day while Chief
Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao show-
cased the achievements of
his government as a role
model and alleged that the
Centre discriminated
against Telangana.

The central government
is conspiring to weaken
the states financially, Rao
alleged while Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi said
Telangana was born out of
people’s aspirations for a
better future, but it has
suffered from ‘misgover-
nance’. Telangana
Formation Day was cele-
brated in a grand manner
across the state. Apart
from the state govern-
ment, political parties, in-
cluding ruling Telangana
Rashtra Samithi, opposi-
tion BJP and Congress,
and several other outfits

organised a string of pro-
grammes. Rao alleged that
the NDA government at
the Centre discriminated
against Telangana since
its formation and went on
to list several issues like
merger of Telangana’s 7
mandals with Andhra
Pradesh.

The Centre has miser-
ably failed in procuring
the paddy cultivated in

Telangana and it has
washed off its hands, he
alleged. He recalled that
he held a protest in Delhi
against the Centre’s
“adamant attitude” over
paddy procurement.

Highlighting the
achievements of the state
government during the
past eight years, the Chief
Minister said Telangana’s
Gross State Domestic

Product more than dou-
bled to Rs 11.55 lakh crore
during the last eight years
after the state was formed
in 2014, besides showing
similar trend in per capita
income which is pegged at
Rs 2.79 lakh in 2021 from
1.24 lakh in 2014.

Telangana is the only
state in the country, which
is supplying 24-hour unin-
terrupted quality power
for all the sectors and free
electricity to the farmers
said and the state has
emerged as a role model
for other states in various
spheres, he said. When the
state was formed, the in-
stalled capacity of power
generation was only 7,778
MWs. With the efforts put
in by his dispensation the
same is now at 17,305
MWs. Addressing the
Telangana State
Formation Day celebra-
tions here, the Chief
Minister targeted the
Centre, over ‘politics of
hate’ and said it would
take the country back-
wards by 100 years.

KCR fires fresh salvo against Centre

‘Telangana discriminated’

Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao
felicitates World Boxing champion Nikhat Zareen on the
occasion of Telangana Formation Day, in Hyderabad.

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI): 

The redevelopment
project of the Central
Vista Avenue, stretch-
ing from Vijay Chowk
to India Gate, will be
completed in the next
10-15 days, officials in
the Union housing and
urban affairs ministry
said on Thursday.

An official said
under the Central
Vista redevelopment
project, the Centre
will soon issue a ten-
der to construct the
chambers of the MPs
that will come up in
place of the Transport
Bhawan and the
Shram Shakti
Bhawan.

“The offices operat-
ing from these two
buildings will start
shifting in the coming
days. A tender will
soon be floated to con-
struct the chambers of
the members of

Parliament,” the offi-
cial said.

The redevelopment
project of the Central
Vista — the nation’s
power corridor — en-
visages a new triangu-
lar Parliament build-
ing, a common central
secretariat, the re-
vamping of the three-
k i l o m e t r e - l o n g
Rajpath from Vijay
Chowk to India Gate, a
new prime minister’s
residence and a prime
minister’s office, and a
new vice-president’s
enclave.

The official said the
redevelopment of the
Central Vista Avenue
will be completed in
the next 10-15 days.

At a press briefing
earlier in the day,
Union Housing and
Urban Affairs
Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said the
Centre has achieved
the target of holding

the Republic Day pa-
rade on a revamped
Rajpath under the
Central Vista Avenue
redevelopment project.

Puri also main-
tained that the Winter
Session of Parliament
will take place in the
new building being
built by Tata Projects
Limited.

Official sources had
indicated on
Wednesday that some
portions of the new
Parliament building
may be functional by
November 26 —
Constitution Day —
but added that nothing
was finalised yet.

In December 2020,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi laid
the foundation stone
of the new Parliament
building, which will
have modern facilities.
Tata Projects Limited
is constructing the
building.

Redevelopment project of Central Vista
Avenue to be completed in next 10-15 days

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI):

The CPIM has come
out with a scathing as-
sessment of eight years
of the BJP government,
alleging the period has
been marked by “system-
atic efforts” to abridge
parliamentary democra-
cy, curtail citizens’ demo-
cratic rights and subvert
all the institutions that
uphold the constitutional
order.

In an editorial in the
latest edition of its
mouthpiece People’s
Democracy, the Left
party said that in the list
of achievements to cele-
brate its eight years, the
BJP government could
not name steps taken to
strengthen democracy,
and the constitutional

framework to safeguard
democratic rights and en-
sure social and economic
justice.

The editorial also stat-
ed it is a “sign of the con-
solidation of the authori-
tarian regime that none
of these threats” to
democracy is part of the
public discourse while
discussing the eight-year
rule of the Modi govern-
ment.

“The devaluation of
parliament and the de-
grading of parliamen-
tary procedures have be-
come particularly viru-
lent in the second term of
Modi government.
Parliament has sat for
less than fifty days last
year,” the editorial stat-
ed. It further alleged that
apart from a lack of dis-

cussion on legislations,
there was hardly any
scrutiny of legislative
bills.

From 60 to 70 per cent
of the bills being re-
ferred to the standing
committees by the Lok
Sabha during the UPA
government, it dropped
to 27 per cent in Modi’s
first term and to just 13
per cent in the second, it
said.

“This is compounded
by the denial of the right
of the opposition to raise
issues and press for a
vote during the legisla-
tive process.

The way the three farm
bills were railroaded
through the Rajya Sabha
is a prime example,” the
party said.

It further said govern-

ment agencies were
being used to attack op-
position parties, and
raised the case of
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi who has been
summoned for interroga-
tion by the ED in the
National Herald case.

It also referred to the
cases of Delhi Health
Minister Satyendar Jain
and NCP minister Nawab
Malik in Maharashtra
who are under ED probe
to buttress its argument.

“The criminalisation
of dissent and the sup-
pression of civil liberties
have reached unprece-
dented heights through
the use of draconian
laws like the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention)
Act and the sedition
clause,” it said,

8 years of BJP govt marked by systematic efforts
to abridge parliament democracy: CPIM

Bhubaneswar, Jun 2 (PTI) :

Odisha Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik
Thursday suggested to
newly elected functionar-
ies of Panchayatai Raj
Institutions (PRIs) to con-
sider peoples problem as
their own and solve them
with sincerity.

Patnaik said this while
inaugurating the orienta-
tion programme for the
1,06,352 PRI members
comprising ward mem-
bers, sarpanch, samiti
members, block chairper-
sons, zilla parishad mem-
bers and chairpersons of
all 6,749 gram panchayat.

This is for the first time
that the state government
has organized orienta-
tion programme to train
grassroots level peoples

representatives to train
them on disaster manage-
ment, women empower-
ment, fruitful utilization
of funds.

The 1,06,352 PRI mem-
bers, included 30 zilla
parishad presidents, 822
ZP members, 314 block
chairpersons, 6,479 pan-
chayat samiti members,
6,749 sarpanch and 91,913
ward members. The
training will be complet-
ed in a span of six
months.

Noting that many
women have this time
been elected as PRI func-
tionaries, Patnaik said
this has fulfilled the
dreams of his legendary
father and former CM
Biju Patnaik, who during
his tenure from 1990 to
1995 had reserved 33 per

cent of seats for women
in panchayat elections.

While highlighting the
importance of panchay-
ats in the development
plans, the chief minister
said that the panchayat is
the centre of service. He
asked the elected repre-
sentatives to see that pub-
lic should not be deprived
of government schemes
and services. He also ad-
vised them to protect the
rights of the poor, the
women, and the margin-
alised.

Patnaik also told the
PRI members to imple-
ment 5T initiative in the
development of their vil-
lage. He said every PRI
should work towards
making their respective
jurisdiction as a model
for others.

Patnaik asks PRI members to 
consider peoples problem as their own

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI):

The Arvind Kejriwal
government has pre-
pared a nine-point action
plan to prevent incidents
of fire at landfill sites
which includes a ban on
the entry of ragpickers
and the construction of
peripheral roads for fire
tenders, Environment
Minister Gopal Rai said
on Thursday.

Rai said officials of the
Delhi Pollution Control
Committee and the
Municipal Corporation
of Delhi were asked to
study a system installed
in Mumbai to capture
methane from the rotting
waste and replicate it in

the national capital to
prevent fires at landfill
sites.

The wet waste dumped
in a landfill produces
methane when it rots. In
hot weather conditions,
methane catches fire
spontaneously and the
blaze spreads as it feeds
on combustible material
like textiles and plastics.

As part of the action
plan, perforated pipes
will be installed at the
landfill sites to prevent
the accumulation of the
highly flammable
methane gas.

Vehicles engaged at
the landfill sites will be
fitted with spark ar-
restors to trap hot ex-

haust particles from
combustion engines, he
said.

Ragpickers will be
banned and a boundary
wall will be built to pre-
vent unauthorised en-
tries into the landfills,
Rai said.

Suction-cum-jetting
machines, an under-
ground reservoir of
50,000 litres capacity and
a peripheral road around
landfill sites for fire ten-
ders is also part of the
plan.

The Delhi Disaster
Management Authority
will develop a standard
operating procedure to
prevent fire incidents,
the minister said.

Delhi govt prepares 9-point action plan
to prevent fires at landfill sites: Rai

Mumbai, Jun 02 (PTI):

Maharashtra Minister
Anil Parab on Thursday
warned that strict action
will be taken against e-
bike dealers and manufac-
turers who sell two-wheel-
ers after making illegal al-
terations.

Speaking to reporters
here, Parab said RTO offi-
cials in Maharashtra had
already checked over 2,000
vehicles and action has
been taken against many
of them.

Deputy Chief Minister
Ajit Pawar had called a
meeting about the e-bikes
issue earlier in the day, in
which it was decided that
strict action will be taken
against dealers and manu-
facturers of modified e-
bikes, he said.

“No violation of the rule
will be tolerated if you
want to run these (low-
speed e-bikes),” Parab
said. E-bikes with less
than 25 kmph speed that
don’t require registration
are being run at higher
speed after making some
modifications.

E-bikes do not require a
permit, licence and hel-
met. Low speed e-bikes are
generally considered a
substitute for bicycles, but
there were several com-
plaints that they were run
at a high speed, Parab
said. A fine of Rs 1 lakh
was imposed on dealers
for selling e-vehicles that
are illegally modified,
while manufacturers are
fined Rs 100 crore for mak-
ing such two-wheelers, he
said.

Maha minister warns of
strict action against dealers,
makers of modified e-bikes

AIMIM urges Maha

govt to name hospital

after Gopinath Munde

AAuurraannggaabbaadd:: The All India
Majlis E Ittehadul Muslimeen
(AIMIM) has urged the
Maharashtra government to
name a 400-bed hospital in
Aurangabad after late BJP
leader Gopinath Munde. AIMIM
MP Imitiaz Jaleel on Thursday
wrote to Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray in this regard ahead
of Munde’s death anniversary
on June 3. A 400-bed hospital is
under construction on Jalna
road in Aurangabad. After judi-
cial intervention, the court had
ordered the construction of a
medical facility instead of a
memorial for the late BJP
leader, Jaleel wrote. “I oppose
erection of statues and memo-
rials of leaders in the state and
it will continue in future.
Instead of erecting memorials
and statues, it will be a tribute
to create facilities for people
and name them after these
great leaders.
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COLLECTIVE PUNISHMENT

Palestinians inspect the damage to the house of Palestinian militant Diaa Hamarsheh
that was demolished by Israeli troops in the West Bank village of Yabed, Thursday.

MONARCHS PLATINUM JUBILEE

Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, and Kate, Duchess of Cambridge, ride in a carriage
down the Mall for the Trooping the Color ceremony at Horse Guards Parade in London
on the first of four days of celebrations to mark the Platinum Jubilee. 

BRIEF
Dictator’s monument

Madrid: Spain’s
armed forces have
fired an army captain
after a video showed
some 30 soldiers of
the officer’s unit
kneeling in front of
the Valley of the
Fallen mausoleum,
the most potent exist-
ing symbol of the dic-
tatorship of late Gen.
Francisco Franco.
The Defense Ministry
said Thursday the
captain was dis-
missed within hours
of the video being
posted on social
media and that an in-
vestigation into the
incident would be
completed within 48
hours.The video post-
ed by a pro-democra-
cy army group
showed the soldiers
kneeling with rifles
in their hands on the
steps at the mau-
soleum’s esplanade
as a priest blessed
them. Many people
viewed the video as
tarnishing Spain’s
claim to be a secular
state, and several po-
litical parties have
demanded an expla-
nation from Defense
Minister Marita
Robles.

UK missiles 
Kyiv: Britain pledged
Thursday to send so-
phisticated medium-
range rocket systems
to Ukraine, joining
the United States and
Germany in equip-
ping the embattled
nation with advanced
weapons for shooting
down aircraft and
knocking out ar-
tillery. Western arms
have been critical to
Ukraine’s success in
stymieing Russia’s
much larger and bet-
ter-equipped military
during a war now in
its 99th day. But as
Russian forces closed
in on a key city in re-
cent days, the
Ukrainian govern-
ment said its fighters
needed better rocket
launchers to prevail.
Russian forces con-
tinued to pound
towns and cities
overnight and to
tighten their grip on
the eastern city of
Sievierodonetsk. The
U.K. Defense
Ministry reported
that Russia had cap-
tured most of the city,
one of two in
Luhansk province
that had remained
under Ukrainian con-
trol.

Yemen truce
Cairo: The United
Nations Special
Envoy for Yemen
said Thursday that
Yemen’s warring
parties have agreed
to renew a nation-
wide truce for anoth-
er two months. “I
commend the par-
ties for taking these
steps, and for agree-
ing to extend the
truce,” Hans
Grundberg said in a
statement. “The
truce represents a
significant shift in
the trajectory of the
war and has been
achieved through re-
sponsible and coura-
geous decision mak-
ing by the parties.
The ceasefire be-
tween Yemen’s inter-
nationally recog-
nized government
and the Houthi
rebels first came
into effect on April 2.
It has been the first
nationwide truce in
six years in Yemen’s
conflict. The an-
nouncement, which
is the outcome of
UN continuous and
concerted efforts,
came only few hours
before the original
truce was set to ex-
pire later on
Thursday.

Islamabad/Ankara, Jun 2 (PTI)

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif on Thursday reacted
sharply to his predecessor
Imran Khan’s controversial
comments about “breaking
Pakistan into three pieces”
and said the former premier
was “unfit” for any public
office after his latest utter-
ances.

Khan in an interview
with Bol News on
Wednesday talked, among
other things, about possible
breakup of the country if
the right decisions were not
made.

Shehbaz Sharif, who is on
an official visit to Turkey,
taking strong exception to
the Pakistan Tehreek-e-

Insaf (PTI) chief ’s choice of
language in the interview,
especially those about
breaking up the country, ac-
cusing him of “making
naked threats against the
country”, and warned him
against “talking about [the]
division of Pakistan”.

While I am in Turkey ink-
ing agreements, Imran
Niazi is making naked
threats against the country.
If at all any proof was need-
ed that Niazi is unfit for
public office, his latest inter-
view suffices,” the prime
minister tweeted.

“Do your politics but
don’t dare to cross limits
and talk about division of
Pakistan, he added.

According to Pakistan’s

Dawn newspaper, the for-
mer prime minister admit-
ted in the interview that he
did not enjoy absolute
power as the prime minis-
ter, indicating that the actu-
al centres of power in the
country lied elsewhere and
that “everyone knows
where that is”. Khan, who
came to power in 2018,
reportedly with the backing
of the military, is the only
Pakistani prime minister to
be ousted in a no-confidence
vote in Parliament. He was
replaced by PML-N’s
Shehbaz Sharif. The
Pakistan Army, which has
ruled the coup-prone coun-
try for more than half of its
73 plus years of existence,
has hitherto wielded consid-

erable power in the matters
of security and foreign poli-
cy. However, the army has
continuously denied its in-
volvement in politics.

When asked to recall the
events of the night of the no-
confidence vote against him,
who was issuing orders and
who had impeded the cases
against the Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) and Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leaders, Khan said
his government had been
“weak” when it came to
power and had to seek coali-
tion partners, adding that if
the same situation were to
arise again, he would opt for
re elections and seek a ma-
jority government or none 
at all.

Pak PM warns Imran Khan over his
‘breaking Pakistan into three pieces’ 

Oklahoma (US), Jun 2 (AP)

A gunman carrying a
rifle and a handgun
killed four people on
Wednesday at a Tulsa
medical building on a
hospital campus, police
said, the latest in a series
of deadly mass shootings
across the country in re-
cent weeks.

Tulsa Police
Department Deputy
Chief Eric Dalgleish con-
firmed the number of
dead and said the shooter
also was dead, apparent-
ly from a self-inflicted
gunshot wound.

The spate of recent
gun violence across the
country, including the
killing of 19 children and
two teachers at a Texas
elementary school eight
days ago by an 18-year-
old gunman carrying an

AR-style semi-automatic
rifle, has led to
Democratic leaders am-
plifying their calls for
greater restrictions on
guns, while Republicans
are emphasising more se-
curity at schools.

The divide mirrors a
partisan split that has
stymied action in
Congress and many state
capitols over how best to
respond to a record-high
number of gun-related
deaths in the U.S.

It was unclear what
prompted the deadly as-
sault in Tulsa, Dalgleish
said.

It appears both
weapons at one point or
another were fired on the
scene,” Dalgleish said.
The officers who arrived
were hearing shots in the
building, and that’s what
led them to the second

floor.”
Police responded to the

call about three minutes
after dispatchers re-
ceived the report at 4:52
p.m. and made contact
with the gunman rough-
ly five minutes later, at
5:01 p.m. Dalgleish said.

I was very happy with
what we know so far re-
garding the response of
our officers,” Dalgleish
said.

The length of time it
took police officers in
Uvalde, Texas, to engage
the gunman during last
week’s deadly shooting at
Robb Elementary School
has become a key focus of
that investigation.

Police Capt. Richard
Meulenberg also said
multiple people were
wounded and that the
medical complex was a
catastrophic scene.

Police and hospital offi-
cials said they were not
ready to identify the
dead.

St. Francis Health
System locked down its
campus Wednesday after-
noon because of the situ-
ation at the Natalie
Medical Building. The
Natalie building houses
an outpatient surgery
center and a breast
health center. Dalgleish
said an orthopedic clinic
also is located on the sec-
ond floor where officers
discovered the shooter
and several victims.

This campus is sacred
ground for our communi-
ty,” said Tulsa Mayor G.T.
Bynum. For decades, this
campus has been a place
where heroes come to
work every day to save
the lives of people in our
community.”

4 killed in shooting at Tulsa medical building

Beijing, Jun 2 (AP) 

China’s government on
Thursday accused
Washington of jeopardis-
ing peace after US envoys
began trade talks with
Taiwan aimed at deepen-
ing relations with the self-
ruled island democracy
claimed by Beijing.

Talks that started
Wednesday cover trade,
regulation and other areas
based on shared values as
m a r k e t - o r i e n t e d
economies, according to
the Office of the US Trade
Representative. It did not
mention China but the
talks add to gestures that
show US support for
Taiwan amid menacing
behaviour by Beijing,
which threatens to invade.

Trade dialogues disrupt
peace and stability in the
Taiwan Strait, said a for-
eign ministry spokesman,
Zhao Lijian. He called on
Washington to stop negoti-
ating agreements with
Taiwan that have sover-
eign connotations and offi-
cial nature .

Taiwan and China split
in 1949 after a civil war
that ended with the ruling
Communist Party’s victo-
ry on the mainland. They
have multibillion-dollar
trade and investment ties
but no official relations.
Beijing says Taiwan has
no right to conduct foreign
relations. The United
States has diplomatic rela-
tions only with Beijing but
extensive informal ties
with Taiwan. The US gov-

ernment is committed by
federal law to see that the
island has the means to de-
fend itself. Zhao accused
Washington of encourag-
ing sentiment in Taiwan
in favour of declaring for-
mal independence, a step
Beijing has said previous-
ly would be grounds for an
invasion. The trade initia-
tive is intended to develop
concrete ways to deepen
the economic and trade re-
lationship and advance
mutual trade priorities
based on shared values,
said a statement by the of-
fice of USTR Katherine
Tai. Taiwan is the ninth-
largest US trading partner
and an important manu-
facturing centre for com-
puter chips and other
high-tech products.

China demands US stop
trade talks with Taiwan

Bangkok, Jun 2 (AP) 

The United Nations’ hu-
manitarian relief agency
says the number of people
displaced within strife-torn
Myanmar has for the first
time exceeded one million,
with well over half the total
losing their homes after a
military takeover last year.

The UN Office for the
Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs says
in a report that an already
critical situation is being ex-
acerbated by ongoing fight-
ing between the military
government and its oppo-
nents, the increasing prices
of essential commodities,
and the coming of mon-
soon season, while funding

for its relief efforts is severe-
ly inadequate. Its report cov-
ers the situation up to May
26. The military has hin-
dered or denied independent
access to areas not under its
control, hampering aid ef-
forts. Myanmar’s army in
February last year seized
power from the elected gov-
ernment of Aung San Suu
Kyi, triggering widespread
peaceful protests. When
those were put down with
lethal force by the army
and police, nonviolent op-
position turned into armed
resistance, and the country
slipped into what some UN
experts characterise as a
civil war.

OCHA says that fighting
has recently escalated. The
impact on civilians is wors-
ening daily with frequent in-
discriminate attacks and in-
cidents involving explosive
hazards, including land-
mines and explosive rem-
nants of war,” the report
says. It says that more than
694,300 people have become
displaced from their homes

since the army takeover,
with thousands being up-
rooted a second or third
time, and an estimated
346,000 people were dis-
placed by fighting before last
year’s takeover mostly in
frontier regions populated
by ethnic minority groups
who have been struggling for
greater autonomy for
decades.

Over one million displaced in Myanmar amid violence: UN

Ankara, Jun 2 (AP) 

Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu has sent a let-
ter to the United Nations
formally requesting that
his country be referred to
as T rkiye, the state-run
news agency reported.
The move is seen as part
of a push by Ankara to re-
brand the country and
dissociate its name from
the bird, turkey, and some

negative connotations
that are associated with
it.

Anadolu Agency said
Stephane Dujarric,
spokesman to U.N.
Secretary General
Antonio Guterres, con-
firmed receipt of the let-
ter late on Wednesday.
The agency quoted
Dujarric as saying that
the name change had be-
come effective from the
moment the letter was re-

ceived.
President Recep Tayyip

Erdogan’s government
has been pressing for the
internationally recog-
nised name Turkey to be
changed to T rkiye (tur-
key-YAY) as it is spelled
and pronounced in
Turkish. The country
called itself T rkiye in
1923 after its declaration

of independence.
In December, Erdogan

ordered the use of T rkiye
to better represent
Turkish culture and val-
ues, including demanding
that Made in T rkiye be
used instead of Made in
Turkey on exported prod-
ucts. Turkish ministries
began using T rkiye in of-
ficial documents.

No more Turkey: country in push 
to be known as ‘T rkiye’

R ight from the early days,
the Modi Government

has wanted to essentially
change the exclusion culture
that was surreptitiously built in
the six decades after independ-
ence: excluding those at the
fringe and at the bottom of the
pyramid! It made the new policy
makers restless in their quest
for equitable entrepreneurial
development through nook and
corner of our vast country. In
this regard, two schemes viz.
PM Jan Dhan Yojana and
MUDRA loans have changed the
landscape of financial inclu-
sion, both deposit and lending,
in this country with promise of
a new independence to the en-
trepreneurial spirit of the coun-
try.

In the last seven years, Banks
(including RRBs)/NBFCs/MFIs
have together disbursed 35.32
crore MUDRA loans for an
amount totalling around Rs 18.4
lakh crore, translating into an
average of Rs 52,000 loan for the
smallest of borrowers. Around
two-third of these loans are
sanctioned to Women entrepre-
neurs. Assuming that each unit
employs a minimum 2 persons,
on a conservative basis, these
units are providing employ-
ment in excess of 10 crores of
individuals.

The Government, aware of
the varied needs of those a lit-
tle short on financial under-
standing but rich with business

acumen and dreams to make it
big, created three categories of
MUDRA loans to take care of
different categories of entre-
preneurs exclusively, SHISHU,
TARUN & KISHOR. The guid-
ing philosophy was that over
time, a SHISHU loanee will not
remain in SHISHU category
forever, it will grow into a
TARUN, a TARUN will become
a KISHOR with time and so
forth, ensuring equity and
prosperity! 

But, Government had to
overcome many challenges
post-2014. There was no en-
abling system in place. No ar-
chitecture or infrastructure to
anchor the humongous vol-
umes proposed. The
Government disciplined the
prevailing culture by building
an atmosphere of trust that
was mutual. The government
was promoting entrepreneur-
ship through a clean model and
on such a colossal scale that
was never tried before. There
were opportunities for growth
and income generation but the
people who were on the mar-
gins were not sure whether
their spirit of entrepreneur-
ship would receive the enthusi-
astic support from the banking
system.

The creation of a guarantee
trust (CGFMU) by the
Government ensured Banks
and other Financial intermedi-
aries became confident in loan

acceptance and disbursals.
Loans up to Rs 10 lakhs now
enjoy a guarantee from the
Federal Government-spon-
sored Trust. Lenders have the
additional comfort to lend with-
out asking for any other collat-
eral security. Soon this became
an all-encompassing phenome-
non whereby ordinary citizens
of this country found the por-
tals of big financial entities
open for them seamlessly!

The Government also used
technology to deliver and moni-
tor the process. Banking
Correspondents were roped in
to promote wider acceptance of
the scheme and to make people
familiar with the scheme par-
ticulars and nitty-gritties.
There are many fascinating
success stories of empower-
ment of people, through the
MUDRA scheme. Many of such
success stories belong to
women borrowers who have es-
tablished themselves at the
forefront of livelihood support
to their families and even pro-
vide employment to other fami-
lies. They have freed them-
selves from the perennial
bondages of informal money
lenders and have scaled up
with finance from Banks.
Women beneficiaries make
two-third of MUDRA loanees,
many of them coming from so-
cially disadvantaged groups
changing the socio-cultural fab-
ric of the country.

These success stories remind
that micro business through
hardships and follies, through
turmoil and challenges can
only grow bigger! No challenge
could break their indomitable
spirit and resilience. The coun-
try also witnessed the resolute
spirit of entrepreneurial India
during Covid phase. Some
learned people said that there
would be great stress in the sys-
tem, the sticky loans will grow
manifold. But, to their dismay,

the system was strong enough
to come through unscathed.
The government kept the
pledge to support this fearless
new breed of business class in-
tact. Government also intro-
duced a 2% interest subvention
scheme to lessen the burden of
borrowers to a great extent that
continues till today.

A new digital India has been
unfolding that is revolutioniz-
ing our financial systems.
Today, India has a streamlined
system that helps a person to
use a Bank’s app to apply for a
loan from the comfort of
his/her home. New opportuni-
ties are being created witness-
ing NBFCs and Micro Finance
institutions joining hands with
Banks/RRBs to dole out
MUDRA loans in. Corporates
are finding new supply chains.
There is a multiplier effect in
play, one rupee of credit given is
making much more in the cir-
cular economy. There are social
securities embedded, for the
borrowers and their families
that was never thought of be-
fore! Going forward, various
government welfare schemes
and promotional schemes in
agriculture and MSME could be
better integrated with MUDRA
schemes, as also better usage of
fin-tech and start-up ecosystem
to bring forth an immersive, 360
degrees development perspec-
tive that transcends bound-
aries. MUDRA is a success
story that just goes on to show
how right political intent can
meet socio-economic-cultural
forces for a multiplier effect on
change that is sustainable and
equitable. We, somehow believe
that this is just the beginning of
AMRIT KAAL for an entrepre-
neurial India that believes in it-
self ! 

(The author is Group Chief
Economic Advisor, State Bank
of India. Views are personal)
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Moral political 
awakening needed
among Legislatures
A few days ago a minister of

Panjab govt was expelled from
the cabinet and put behind for
demanding money from the
business for alloting the tenders
to them and presently he is on ju-
dicial remand for fourteen days.
After this action there was great
publicity that present govern-
ment has zero tolerance towards
corruption and strict action will
be taken against any person who
is found involved in corruption.
and the good message gone at
the ground level about the sin-
cerity and honesty of the govt.
There is need to understand the
other face of govt. Yesterday in
Delhi the minister was booked by
ED for the case which occurred
five years ago and his relatives
are also involved in the illegal
transactions.and the stand of the
party is totally reverse to the
statements made in Panjab as
both govts are run by the same
party.In Delhi the party is saying
that it is a political Vendata and
due to the assembly elections to
be held in the last of this year.We
also take the example of
Maharashtra whose one cabinet
minister is in the jail and holding
the post of cabinet minister and
that minister belong to NCP
whose national president has
high moral values and the party
can follow the example of Lal
Krishn Advani who submitted
the resignation when his name
appeared in Jain Hawala diary
and it is expected from NCP that
cabinet minister's resignation be
submitted. Last week Panjab
state was declared First in the
field of education. Sorry to men-
tion here that education minister
casted aspirations on this survey
as the USP of Delhi government
is best education being provided
in Delhi and due to this reason
headlines of present subject
matter is "Moral political awak-
ening needed among
Legislatures." It is expected from
the Panjab govt to be more cau-
tious while making the state-
ments as just yesterday Famous
singer Siddu Musawala was
branded as Gangster and even
DGP had to submit the appology
from the public.As Panjab is a
border state and antisocial as
well as anti-national elements
are always active and there is
need to remain extra careful.In
the last let the  legislature be
moraly and politically be awak-
ened while issuing any state-
ment in the public domain.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

Prepare for a heat
wave 

Despite temperatures reach-
ing well above 40 degrees
Celsius in March, April, and May,
scientists claim that the hottest
part of 2022 is yet to arrive in
India. There are a few things you
can do to get ready for a heat
wave. The first step is to reduce
energy consumption. Pets
should be kept indoors, and
owners should make sure they
have plenty of drink and a cool
place to stay in. During the
hottest part of the day, people
should stay inside. Those who
must venture outside should
bring drink, sunscreen and a hat.
Also, during the summer, make
sure you drink lots of water.
Dehydration is fatal.

CChhaannddaann  KKuummaarr  NNaatthh,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

SSuurreesshh  PPrraabbhhuu@@
ssuurreesshhpppprraabbhhuu

I met dynamic IAS officer
@sonalgoelias Ji, who is
serving the nation & commu-
nities with empathy, com-
mitment, and compassion.
She is working as Resident
Commissioner of Tripura.

rraajjaammoouullii  ssss@@ssssrraajjaammoouullii

Aamir is coming back after 4 years
with a soulful film. Loved the trailer
of #LaalSinghChaddha.  He’s rock-
ing it like he always does. Can’t wait
to watch this one in theatres. My
best wishes to the entire team.

AAmmaarriinnddeerr  SSiinngghh  RRaajjaa
WWaarrrriinngg@@RRaajjaaBBrraarr__IINNCC

Total anarchy, as law and order collapses
completely in Punjab. A bus hijacked and
passengers looted at gunpoint in broad
daylight on busy Ludhiana-Jalandhar high-
way today. While common man shivers in
fear, criminals have no fear of law.
@BhagwantMann presides over Jungleraj.

TThhee  NNeeww  YYoorrkk
TTiimmeess@@nnyyttiimmeess

The war in Ukraine is push-
ing the country to expand
its prosthetics industry.
“There are already hun-
dreds. The numbers are
frightening,” a Ukrainian
doctor said, referring to the
number of soldiers who
have lost limbs.

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

The Kerala government has converted scrapped buses into classrooms for teaching kids. What a wonderful and
creative idea! Other States should emulate.

PPIIBB  IInnddiiaa@@PPIIBB__IInnddiiaa

Puppetry in Odisha is considered as
an art form that is almost dead, The
film explores the life and times of
three veteran puppeteers who have
contributed to the growth and sur-
vival of the form.

T he decision by the Supreme Court this week that the powers of the
Centre and the tates to legislate on GST-related issues are equal de-

bunks the idea that the Centre can ride roughshod over the states, as it has
been  happening  to  a  large  extent.  The court’s judgment also strengthens
the cause of  the states, which have been complaining about the Centre’s
unfair practices. Stressing the importance of ‘cooperative federalism’ for
the wellbeing of  democracy, the Supreme Court held that Union and State
legislatures have “equal, simultaneous and unique powers” to make laws on
GST and the recommendations of the GST Council are not binding on them.
The court held that according to the Constitution  Amendment  Act  of
2016, parliament intended for the recommendations of  the GST Council to
only have a persuasive value, particularly when interpreted along with the
objective of the GST regime to foster cooperative federalism  and  harmony
between  the constituent units. The bench comprising Justices D
YChandrachud, Surya Kant and Vikram Nath pointed  out that the ‘recom-
mendations’ of the GST Council are the product of a collaborative dialogue
involving   the   Union   and   States   and therefore considering these as
binding edicts would disrupt fiscal federalism, where both the Union and
the States are conferred equal power to legislate on GST. The court further
asserted that it is not imperative that one of the federal units must always
possess a higher share in the power  for  the  federal  units  to  make deci-
sions. Indian federalism is a dialogue between cooperative and uncoopera-
tive federalism where the federal units are at liberty to use different means
of persuasion ranging from collaboration to contestation. Many states, par-
ticularly the opposition-ruled states of Kerala, Bengal, Delhi and Punjab,
have been complaining about the Centre’s high-handedness in the fiscal is-
sues related to GST. The compensation to be provided to the states for loss
of  tax  revenue  on  account of the adoption of the new GST regime has
been a constant irritant between the Centre and the States.  The Centre is
committed to compensate  states  bimonthly  for  any shortfall they incur in
the first five years of the implementation of GST considering a14 percent
growth in subsumed in direct taxes. But the Centre has been defaulting on
payments on various pretexts, including blaming them for resorting to ways
and means  route  or  market  borrowings  to manage their acute fiscal pres-
sure. A   joint   statement   of   the   finance ministers of opposition-ruled
states had pointed out that GST revenues accounted for  nearly  60  percent
of the  states’  tax revenues  and  the  delay  in  the  central payments was
causing deficits of up to 50 percent of the total GST dues. The Centre has
virtually been arm-twisting the states on their borrowings on the issue. In
fact, the Centre has been hardening its   stand   even   on   the   payment   of
compensation already due to them. It is said to be even toying with the idea
that the states no longer deserve central compensation as the GST revenue
collections  have  been  showing  robust growth in recent months and as
such do not need compensation. Apparently, there has been a growth of 20
percent in GST revenue collections in April as opposed to 14 percent backed
by  GST  compensation  from  the Centre. This is in the wake of a significant
recovery  in  the  private  consumption expenditure to pre-pandemic   levels,
boosting tax revenues. The landmark GST verdict has described many of
the central government’s assertions as far fetched and unreasonable. It
pointed  out  that  the provisions of the IGST Act and CGST Act to the effect
that the Union government is to act on the recommendations of the GST
Council must be interpreted with reference to the purpose of the original
enactment, which is to create a uniform taxation system.The GST was intro-
duced since different States could earlier provide different tax slabs and
different exemptions. Merely because a few of the recommendations of the
GST  Council  are  binding  on  the government, it cannot be argued that all
of the GST Council’s recommendations are binding, the court emphasised. 

GST verdict strengthens
cause of States in fiscal

management

A ccording to the World Health Organization (WHO), cardiovascular
disease (CVD) is one of the leading causes of death worldwide,

and tobacco use and second-hand smoke exposure contribute to approxi-
mately 12% of all heart disease deaths. Tobacco use is the second leading
cause of heart disease, after high blood pressure. Despite the known
harms of tobacco to heart health, and the availability of solutions to re-
duce related death and disease, knowledge among a large section of the
public is that tobacco is one of the leading causes of CVD. Tobacco in-
creases the risk of developing CVD, which includes coronary heart disease
(CHD), heart attacks, hypertensive heart disease, stroke, peripheral arte-
rial disease (PAD), etc. Whether the tobacco ischewingor smoking, it dam-
ages blood vessels, temporarily raises blood pressure and lowers exercise
tolerance. Tobacco increases the tendency for blood to clot. Blood clots in
the arteries can further cause a range of heart problems, which ultimately
result in a stroke or sudden death. Chewing tobacco or snuff may be less
dangerous than smoking tobacco, but eventually, after long-term use,
they too lead to grave heart problems. Smoking tobacco, including ciga-
rettes, cigars and pipes, and shisha (hookah) has a devastating impact on
our cardiovascular health. Smoking tobacco triples the risk of dying from
heart disease. Every cigarette we smoke and/or every session of shisha
we do makes us more likely to get heart disease. The WHO points out that
the total volume of smoke inhaled during an hour-long session of shisha is
equivalent to smoking 100 to 150 cigarettes. About 30% of all heart dis-
ease deaths worldwide are directly related to tobacco smoking. Contrary
to public perception, smoking-caused heart disease results in more deaths
per year than smoking-caused lung cancer. When it comes to heart dis-
ease prevention, no amount of smoking is safe. Even smoking occasionally
increases the risk of heart disease. People who quit smoking dramatically
reduce their risk of dying from heart disease. The body begins to repair it-
self almost immediately. No matter how long or how much one smoked,
one will start reaping rewards as soon as one quits. Quitting smoking can
help people who already have heart disease. People who quit smoking can
cut their risk of having another heart attack or dying of heart disease in
half. When a smoker quits, the risk of heart disease death begins to fall al-
most immediately, but it takes 15 years for the risk to approach that of a
non-smoker. obacco smoke contains high levels of carbon monoxide,
which in turn affects the heart (increases a heartbeat) by reducing the
amount of oxygen the blood can carry to the other parts of the body. The
nicotine present in tobacco smoke causes an increase in heart rate and
blood pressure. Over time, these cause extraordinary 'wear and tear' on
the cardiovascular system. Chemicals in tobacco smoke can form athero-
sclerosis in the coronary arteries, leading to narrowing of the coronary ar-
teries and thus restricting the blood flow to the heart. Atherosclerosis
makes the heart work harder increasing heart rate and blood pressure to
get sufficient oxygen and nutrition. When one or more of the coronary ar-
teries are completely blocked, a heart attack (injury to the heart muscle or
myocardial infarction) may occur. The burden of tobacco-related heart
disease and death is high in India. There is a significant economic burden
in India due to resources invested in healthcare to treat tobacco-related
heart diseases. Besides the treatment-related expenditure, the indirect
cost due to absence from work, premature death, loss of working family
members, etc. constitute a greater burden on the nation. Smoking is now
the most identifiable risk factor for heart attacks among young people in
India. A report of the AIIMS, New Delhi indicates that in India, 76% of
young heart attack victims are smokers. As tobacco-related heart dis-
eases are preventable by quitting tobacco consumption, the Government
and NGOs should offer medical (such as nicotine replacement therapy, be-
havioural therapy, etc.) and social help to the smokers to quit tobacco
smoking. One should try on his own to quit smoking to get rid of tobacco-
related heart disease and death. The Government must protect people
from exposure to tobacco smoke by creating completely smoke-free in-
door public places, workplaces and public transport. The Government
should implement harsh anti-tobacco laws and ban on tobacco advertis-
ing/promotion/sponsorship Tax on tobacco should be increased to make
them less affordable. Vigorous campaigns focusing on the health hazards
of tobacco consumption and highlighting the bountiful benefits once the
habit is kicked are the need of the hour.

Tobacco and heart disease:
The disastrous link
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SOUMYA KANTI GHOSH

Students perform a dance during Pravesanolsavam, a programme welcoming the new students to the schools in
Kerala, at a school in Kozhikode, Wednesday.

Mudra loan: Building bridges to equitable prosperity

SSuusshhiill  KKeeddiiaa@@ssuusshhiillkkeeddiiaa

Love is the Divine force. Even
God wants us to only love him.
But then He has left man to
remain petty to try & Lord over
other men.

PRAVESANOLSAVAM
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Tomato prices 

New Delhi: Union
Food Secretary
Sudhanshu Pandey on
Thursday said retail
tomato prices should
stablise in the next
two weeks in southern
states, where the rates
have increased
sharply due to crop
damage owing to local
rains. As per the data
maintained by the
consumer affairs min-
istry, retail tomato
prices are ruling be-
tween Rs 50 and 106
per kg in several loca-
tions. The same situa-
tion prevails in
Maharasthra as well.
Barring Delhi, where
tomato is being sold at
Rs 40 per kg, retail
prices in other metro
cities were ruling
high on June 2.
Tomato was sold at Rs
77 per kg in Mumbai
and Kolkata, and at Rs
60 per kg in Chennai
on Thursday, the data
showed.

400 kV substation 
New Delhi: Godrej &
Boyce on Thursday
said it has commis-
sioned a gas insulated
substation (GIS) at
Naubatpur and
Jakkanpur towns in
Bihar. The substation
is commissioned by
Power Infrastructure
and Renewable
Energy (PIRE) busi-
ness unit of Godrej &
Boyce Mfg. Co. Ltd,
the company said in a
statement. "It will con-
nect the towns on a
state-level grid
through 400kV, 220kV,
132kV & amp; 33kV
transmission lines,
contributing to the
district of Patna by
the easy access to reli-
able quality power
with a transformation
capacity of 1000
MVA," it said.
According to the com-
pany, this is the first
ever 400kV GIS sub-
station of Bihar.

Train cooperatives

New Delhi: The
Government e-
Marketplace (GeM)
team will be hand-
holding and training
cooperatives to on-
board them on GeM so
that they can take ad-
vantage of buying
goods and services at
competitive rates
from the platform, a
senior official said. To
start with the process,
GeM would first on-
board 1,475 multi-state
cooperatives, GeM
CEO P K Singh said.

Bank credit 
Mumbai: Bank cred-
it to NBFCs grew in
double digit in FY22
with outstanding
bank credit to them
rising by 10.4 per cent
to Rs 10.5 lakh crore on
the back of improve-
ment in overall eco-
nomic activities and
banks' renewed focus
on the NBFC sector
following improve-
ment in their balance
sheets, says a report.
In absolute terms, ac-
cording to an analysis
by Care Ratings, bank
credit to non-banking
financial companies
(NBFCs) expanded by
Rs 99,000 crore in
FY22, from FY21.

GLOBAL INNOVATION CONNECT

Karnataka Chief Minister Basavaraj Bommai with Mohandas Pai, Co-founder, Aarin Capital during the inaugu-
ral session of India Global Innovation Connect, in Bengaluru, Thursday, June 2, 2022.

New Delhi, Jun 02:  

With fuel prices re-
maining unchanged for
almost two months de-
spite a rise in cost, oil
companies have started
detailing under-recover-
ies or losses, which are as
high as Rs 17.1 per litre on
petrol and Rs 20.4 on
diesel.

Oil Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said fuel retail-
ers have knocked on the
doors of the government
seeking 'relief' but has-
tened to add that pricing
is their decision. While
refusing to comment on
reports of private oil re-
finers making a killing on
importing Russian crude
oil at deep discounts and
exporting refined petrole-
um products to the US,
the minister said the fi-
nance ministry was the

appropriate authority to
decide on the levy of a
windfall tax on high gains
the oil and gas producers
are making due to surge
in international energy
prices.

"All our corporate citi-
zens have a sense of re-
sponsibility," he told a
news conference here.
"These actions (revision
in fuel prices) are taken
by companies."  Oil firms,
he said, do not come to
him for consultations on

revising fuel prices. Local
pump rates are bench-
marked to around USD 85
per barrel crude oil price
while Brent is currently
trading at USD 113. This
has resulted in a gap be-
tween cost and selling
price, referred to as
under-recovery or loss. As
of June 2, the industry
was losing Rs 17.1 a litre
on petrol and Rs 20.4 on
diesel.

"They (oil companies)
are talking under-recover-
ies. They are talking
about that. As I said, they
are responsible corporate
citizens and they will take
whatever decision they
have to," Puri said. "Yes
they come to us, it is an
open secret. They come to
us and say we need relief
here, we need relief there
but ultimately it (pricing)
is their decision." 

Fuel retailers talking 
of under-recoveries on

petrol, diesel: Puri

Chennai, Jun 02: 

Hinduja Group flag-
ship company Ashok
Leyland on Thursday
said it has unveiled its
first eight-wheel truck --
AVTR 2620 -- making the
company to be the only
player to have full range
of trucks based on lift
axle technology. The new
product would offer ex-
cellent operational flexi-
bility to customers to
choose the option based
on their load, best in
class Total Cost of
Operation benefits, the
company claimed in a
statement here.

"With this launch of
AVTR 2620, Ashok
Leyland becomes the
first and only player in
the country to have a full
range of trucks based on
lift axle technology from
Gross Vehicle Weight

(GVW) of 25.5 to 47.5
tonne," the company
said. The new product
can be operated as a 25.5
tonne truck with lift axle
down and as a 18.5 tonne
GVW truck with lift axle

up, offering lower fuel
and operating costs, dur-
ing light load, it said.
"Ashok Leyland has a
history of introducing
products which have dis-
rupted the commercial

vehicle industry. AVTR
2620 with its unique lift
axle configuration offers
higher Total Cost of
Operation (TCO) advan-
tage to our customers op-
erating in ec-om, parcel
and tanker," company,
Head-Medium and Heavy
Commercial Vehicle,

Sanjeev Kumar
said. "AVTR
2620 is a testa-
ment of Ashok

Leyland's tech-
nological pru-

dence and our commit-
ment towards providing
better logistical solu-
tions to customers," he
said. The truck built on
the AVTR modular truck
platform, offers flexibili-
ty of multiple cabin and
features option. The
loading span ranges
from 24 feet to 32 feet
among others, the state-
ment added.

Ashok Leyland unveils eight-wheel truck AVTR 2620

New Delhi, Jun 02:  

Finance Secretary T V
Somanathan on
Wednesday appealed
states and Union
Territories to optimise
use of Aadhaar within
the existing legal frame-
work for improving deliv-
ery of services to people.
While speaking at a work-
shop organised by
Unique Identification
Authority of India
(UIDAI), Somanathan
said Indians must be
proud of the fact that
Aadhaar was created by
India, not copied from the
western world.

He said that everybody
shares a social security
number in the United
States and it is not a state
secret there. "We already
have a supreme court

judgment on this subject
and there is a law. So,
within the contours of
that law and sticking
within the parameters of
the law, we should un-
abashedly do everything
that will help us to maxi-
mize the potential of
Aadhaar without having
any sort of apprehension
that something is wrong,"
Somanathan said. He ap-

pealed the government
departments to maximize
the potential of the scien-
tific and administrative
achievement -- Aadhaar.
Government think-tank
Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh
Kant said that Aadhaar
has played a critical role
in bridging the digital di-
vide empowering benefi-
ciaries, bringing trans-
parency and saving a vast
sum of public money.

He said that Aadhaar is
not only the bedrock of
various government
schemes and service de-
liveries to more than 350
central and 500 state and
Union Territory schemes
but has also made monu-
mental exemplary impact
on the digitisation of
public infrastructure
which has enabled more
inclusive development.

Finance secy appeals states to optimise
Aadhaar use within legal framework

New Delhi, Jun 02: 

Motorola India an-
nounced the launch of its
'stylish entertainer’, the
moto e32s, on
F l i p k a r t , J i o M a r t ,
Reliance Digital and
across 60,000+ retail
stores, through Jio Mart
Digital.Aimed at giving
the most premium, con-
temporary, and
durabledesigns in the
budget segment, the moto
e32s comes with a premi-
um PMMAfinish, an ultra
slim and durable design
with segment’s first IP52
rating. The device is also
optimized for providing
the most fluid viewing ex-
perience with a stun-
ning90Hz 6.5” IPS LCD dis-
play with a punch hole de-
sign. The moto e32s in ad-
dition to its premium de-
sign and display offers
multiple best in class fea-

tures such as segment’s
first Android™ 12operat-

ing system ensuring
aseamless user experi-
ence,abrilliant 16MP AI-
powered triple camerasys-
tem, a massive 5000mAh
batterywith 15W charging
capability that lasts up to
40 hours on a single
charge. The mote e32s also
features class leadingsecu-
rity features and perform-
ance with a side mounted
fingerprint sensor and
MediaTek’s latestocta-core
processor with LPDDR4X
RAM that provides excep-
tional performance for its
segment. The moto e32s
comes in 3GB + 32GB and
4GB + 64GB variants with
twoSIM slots plus a dedi-
cated microSD slot up to
1TB. The e32s also comes
with segment’s best con-
nectivity features includ-
ing dual band WiFiand
2X2 MIMO for the most op-
timized broadband and 4G
connectivity.

Motorola launches moto e32s 
Bengaluru, Jun 02: 

Truecaller, the leading
global communications
platform is pleased to an-
nounce several upcoming
product features for an-
droid users that are ex-
pecting to be rolled out in
the coming weeks.

The new features in-
clude a Voice Call
Launcher for VoIP calling,
a Passcode Lock for the
SMS inbox, enhanced Call
Logs, simplified and in-
stant Call Reason, face fil-
ters for Video Caller ID
and an AI Smart
Assistant. All of these fea-
tures will enable users to
experience secured, has-
sle-free and efficient com-
munication. Commenting
on the upcoming develop-
ments, Rishit
Jhunjhunwala, Chief

Product Officer and
Managing Director, India,
said: “The constant feed-
back we receive from our
users has always helped us
innovate and serve better.
With a host of upcoming
additions, we are promis-
ing exciting times ahead
for our Android users
globally. These features
will not only offer an effi-
cient and safe communica-
tion experience but will
also give users more
power and the ability to
exercise greater control
over their communication
and important data.”

Truecaller’s vision is to
enable users to take
charge of their conversa-
tions, engage with their
peers with efficiency and
make the most of the vir-
tual world that is the inter-
net.

Truecaller unveils
product roadmap

New Delhi, Jun 02:  

In an apparent bid to en-
courage a significant sec-
tion of its employees to
voluntarily retire, Air
India on Wednesday re-
duced the eligibility age
from 55 to 40 and an-
nounced cash incentive.
The Tata Group took con-
trol of Air India on
January 27 after success-
fully winning the bid for
the airline on October 8
last year.

Since April, the airline's
chairman N
Chandrasekaran has re-

jigged the top manage-
ment of the airline, bring-
ing in senior and middle-
level executives who have
worked in other compa-
nies of the Tata group
such as Tata Steel and
Vistara.

In a communique sent
to employees on
Wednesday, the airline
said that according to the
existing regulations of Air
India, permanent employ-
ees can avail voluntary re-
tirement if they are of 55
years of age or more and
they have worked in the
carrier for 20 years.

Air India offers cash incentive,
reduces eligibility age to encourage

staff to voluntarily retire

Kolkata, Jun 01: 

Nestle India is looking
to tap opportunities in
new categories such as
'healthy ageing', 'plant-
based nutrition' and
'healthy snacking' to boost
growth in the country, its
Chairman and Managing
Director Suresh
Narayanan said on
Wednesday. He also said
the company's existing
businesses, ranging from
nutrition, breakfast cere-
als and beverages to
chocolate and confec-
tionery, have "headroom
for penetration".
Narayanan said he is opti-
mistic about the consump-
tion scenario of the coun-
try, even though the cur-
rent high inflation print is
"likely to last for a while".
"The growth strategy of

the company continues to
be aggressive. Our cate-
gories have headroom for
penetration. There are
new opportunities
whether it is in healthy
ageing products, plant-
based nutrition, healthy
snacking and the toddler
segment (for nutrition).
All of these will be hap-
pening in the next couple
of years. "What we are
looking at is new cate-

gories rather than new
brands. Some of it could
be under Nestle's name.
We are looking at more
platforms for growth,"
Narayanan said, adding,
the company is focusing
on premiumisation of
products across its seg-
ments.

Nestle India has close to
20 brands such as Maggi,
Kitkat and Nescafe in
India, while globally, the
FMCG giant features
around 2,000 brands. Of
its annual sales, 20-30 per
cent comes from the
'Maggi' portfolio, while
milk and nutrition is the
largest at 45 per cent, he
said. The contribution of
coffee and beverages has
gone up to 13-14 per cent
from 10-11 per cent, and
the chocolate business is
growing well .

Nestle India eyeing new 
categories to push growth

New Delhi, Jun 02:  

Kia India on Thursday
forayed into the electric ve-
hicle segment in the coun-
try with the launch of EV6,
priced at Rs 59.95 lakh (ex-
showroom). Built on a dedi-
cated EV platform -- the
electric-global modular
platform (E-GMP), the EV6
marks the beginning of
Kia's EV journey in the
country. The model would
be available in two trims --
priced at Rs 59.95 lakh and
Rs 64.95 lakh respectively.
Speaking at the launch,
Kia India Managing
Director and CEO Tae-Jin
Park said the company will
invest in scaling up its
presence in the EV sector.

The company's parent,
Kia Corporation has al-
ready announced invest-

ment of around USD 22.22
billion in its business oper-
ations over the next five
years. A part of this invest-
ment will be made in devel-
oping products that will be
sold in India and in setting
up infrastructure. "We are
fully capable of manufac-
turing EVs for India. The
company is evaluating var-
ious battery electric vehi-

cles (BEVs) for the mar-
ket," Park said. The compa-
ny plans to bring an India
centric EV by 2025, he
noted. As part of its EV
journey in the country, the
company plans to intro-
duce various body styles to
cater to both mass market
and premium segments.
"The diverse customer
base of India inspires us,

and our strategy is to be in
sync with their aspira-
tions, and our efforts are
targeted towards fulfilling
the evolved customers'
needs. Now, we are ready
for the next phase of our
India journey with our in-
vestment in R&D, manufac-
turing, and development of
EV infrastructure in
India," Park noted.

Kia India forays into EV segment, 
drives in EV6 priced at Rs 59.95 lakh

Kajal Pisal feels story matters
not time slot as ‘Sirf Tum’ to

now air now at 6 pm

Actress Kajal Pisal, currently
seen playing the role of

Asha in TV show 'Sirf Tum',
feels the time slot does-
n't affect much if audi-
ences are fond of the
show. She says, "I don't
feel the time slot mat-
ters a lot. I have acted
in shows which aired
both on early and late
time slots. Though airing on
prime time is an opportunity. But I have expe-
rience that if people are fond of the show and
the story. They will make sure to watch it. So
I'm taking the change of time slot of our
show very positively." 'Sirf Tum' produced
by Rashmi Sharma Telefilms earlier aired at
8 pm from Monday to Friday will now air at
6 pm from Monday to Saturday on Colors
TV. The actress says that now they will
also air on Saturday. She continues, "I'm

glad that now we will also have one more day to
connect with our audience. As a team we are
working hard and giving our best to entertain
our audience."

Pooja Hegde to soon join
Vijay Deverakonda for 

‘Jana Gana Mana’ shoot

Pooja Hegde, who turned heads at Cannes with her re-
cent appearance, will soon collaborate with the mak-

ers of 'Jana Gana Mana.' In the Vijay Deverakonda-Puri
Jagannadh film 'Jana Gana Mana,' the actress will

play the female lead. Sources also suggest that the ac-
tress will begin filming the action drama in
Mumbai in the first week of June. She'll be filming
her scenes in Mumbai. Puri Jagannadh is getting
ready to bring 'Jana Gana Mana' on the sets, as the
movie is currently in the pre-production phase.
The movie will is expected to be made in at least
five languages and will be featured prominently
as a pan-India film. Pooja Hegde, who has had a
string of failures, is desperate for a hit. She had
previously appeared in the flop films 'Beast' star-
ring Vijay, 'Radhe Shyam' starring Prabhas, and
'Acharya' starring Ram Charan.

Be ready for the
epic showdown

A
fter completing 500 episodes Sony Sab's
Maddam sir is ready to cross greater
milestones with its gripping sto-

rylines and affable performances.
As the mahila thana is forced to

merge with a male-run thana right
next to them due to a lack of govern-
ment funding, everyone including
Haseena (Gulki Joshi), Karishma
(Yukti Kapoor), Santosh (Bhavika
Sharma) and Pushpa (Sonali
Naik) are visibly concerned of
losing the identity and pride of
the only women-led police sta-
tion. Sadly, the cash crunch has
left them with no other option but to
surrender to this situation.

Amar Vidrohi (Savi Thakur) who
heads the male police thana is making
his way into their lives as he is deter-
mined to challenge the female cops'
competency and belittle them. Due to
the constant comparison to his much
more accomplished sister, since child-
hood, he finally sees this an an oppor-
tunity prove his capabilities. Haseena
can't let this happen to the team. But
how will she manage to stop this unde-
sired merger? Can the two thanas co-
exist?

Haseena, apart from being a commit-
ted cop, is single in life and so is Amar.
Will the situation bring Haseena and
Amar together? What if this is the begin-
ning of a love-hate brew? Watch out for
more.

Gulki Joshi who plays Haseena in
Maddam sir says "I am crossing my fin-
gers for the upcoming episodes because,
with Amar's entry, Haseena is going to un-
lock a new side of hers. She has been sin-
gle all her life and Amar can either be-
come direct competition or her dearest
friend in the long run. Certain series of
events lead them to form a relationship.
Now, what kind of a relationship? That is
interesting! Is Maddam finally going to get
a Sir?"

Tune into Maddam Sir from Monday
to Saturday at 10:00 PM only on Sony
SAB.

I
t is more vital than ever
for each of us to concen-
trate our efforts and act

conscientiously in the inter-
ests of environmental con-
servation. On this World
Environment Day, &TV
artists Shivya Pathania
(Devi Parvati, Baal Shiv),
Farhana Fatema (Shanti
Mishra, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha hai? ), Himani

Shivpuri (Katori Amma,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan),

and Shubhangi Atre
(Angoori Bhabi,

Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai) talk about

the importance
of sustain-

ability and
conserva-

tion. Farhana Fatema, aka
Shanti Mishra in &TV’s Aur
Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai?,
shares, “This World
Environment Day, we must
shift from harming the plan-
et to healing it, and charity
begins at home. Electricity
consumption without
thought is harmful to the en-
vironment in more ways
than one! Whenever I am in
my hometown, Uttar
Pradesh, my family and I
make sure that we utilize the
least power possible. Simple
efforts such as unplugging
electronics when not in use,
using natural light through-
out the day, and using air
conditioning rationally and
intelligently could go a long
way toward energy conser-
vation and an effective cool-
ing system. The good news is
that the solutions and the
technology exist and are in-
creasingly affordable”.

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai? at 9:30 pm, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at 10:30
pm, airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV.

ACROSS

1. City haze

5. Teller of falsehoods

9. Sandwich shops

14. Tresses

15. Stare

16. Got up

17. Prince Charles's sister

18. Broken

20. Similar to

21. Small child

22. Inferior

23. More flavorful

25. Total

26. Wrinkle

28. Male cats

32. Diminishes

36. Broadcast

37. Inspiration

38. Speedy

39. Gun owners' org.

40. Accompanying

41. Bolted

42. Corp. head

43. False

44. Alluring

45. Truthful

47. Bowling target

48. Meal ender

53. Of the mail

57. Zilch

58. Petition

59. Look forward to

61. Aid and ____

62. Gaze steadily

63. Jungle animals

64. Medicine quantity

65. More angry

66. Chaps

67. Washstand item

DOWN

1. Commandment verb

2. Craze

3. Pig's sounds

4. Welcome

5. Lingers

6. Disregard

7. Oodles (2 wds.)

8. GOP member

9. Risked

10. Ages

11. Tennis strokes

12. Emerald ____

13. Prophet

19. Senior

24. Like some tea

25. Europe's neighbor

27. Slugger Hank ____

28. Pinball no-no
29. Fragrance
30. Waiter's handout
31. Wise man
32. Pound sounds
33. Hay unit
34. Pinnacle
35. Orderly
39. Broadway sign
40. Industrious insects
42. Hot pepper
43. Futile
46. Rewrote
47. Trotter's kin
49. Gardener's tool
50. Macaroni shape
51. ____ Witherspoon of "Sweet Home
Alabama"
52. Starchy veggie (sl.)
53. Mountain gap
54. Wise about
55. Big Dipper component
56. Fatigue
57. ____ Valley (vineyard site)
60. Companion
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Travel could be on your mind. You're
probably excited about the possibility
of a future vacation. You might need to
finalize some arrangements today but
find it difficult to reach people you
need to speak to. This is frustrating,
Aquarius, but it shouldn't lessen your
enthusiasm. Keep trying. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today you might need to execute some
paperwork regarding money, Pisces. Bills
might need to be paid, deposits made, or
checks collected. Minor incidents could
interrupt you, causing some frustration.
Communication of all kinds, including
those with people close to you, might go
awry during the day. It doesn't change
the positive turn your life is taking. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Today you might be feeling particularly
warm and loving toward a romantic part-
ner, and the feeling is likely reciprocated.
You could have trouble reaching each
other, Aries. Phone messages may not be
received, or perhaps the person has some-
thing important to do. Eventually the two
of you will speak, even if you aren't able to
do what you want before tomorrow.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Ideas for creative, artistic, or service-ori-
ented work might be coming thick and
fast, although you could be torn between
different possibilities, Taurus. All your
ideas seem workable, yet you feel you
should settle on one for the moment. It
might be a good idea to ask the advice of
others. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Your enthusiasm for group activities and
social events is high, Gemini. You might
want to discuss your ideas with others.
However, you could have trouble reach-
ing people you need to speak with. This
can be frustrating, but your enthusiasm
isn't likely to flag because of it. Keep
trying. Eventually you'll accomplish
your goal. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You might be expecting some visitors to
your home, Cancer, and looking forward to
it. However, your plans could be frustrated
in some way through miscommunication,
undelivered messages, delays due to traffic,
or other obstacles. Don't let this dim your
enthusiasm. Whatever you're trying to do
will eventually come to fruition in spite of
temporary frustrations. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Today you might feel a powerful need
to write down your thoughts, Leo, but
they could prove a bit too amorphous
for you to put into words. You might
also have difficulty making contact
with friends or loved ones. You may
keep missing each other. Getting to
where you want to go could prove frus-
trating. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

A small financial windfall might have you
in a bit of a quandary about how to spend
it, Virgo. You could have a bill you partic-
ularly want to pay, but you might also
want to treat yourself to a minor luxury of
some kind. The best option now might be
to indulge yourself a little. You've been
working hard, and unless you're behind
on your bills, you deserve a little treat. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Communication with those closest to
you might prove difficult today, Libra.
You might end up playing endless
phone tag. This can be a bit distress-
ing, because you're feeling especially
warm and loving toward them right
now. You might even worry that per-
haps they're angry and don't want to
talk to you. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you might work on an artistic project
of some kind. You'll put in a lot of effort,
Scorpio, yet the results may not turn out to be
exactly what you wanted. This could result in
many revisions. Eventually, you're going to
have to stop. It's possible to revise and cor-
rect too much. Whatever you're working on,
try to remain objective and not get too caught
up in unrealistic expectations.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Although you should be feeling especially
close to friends, lovers, and family,
Sagittarius, you might find it hard to com-
municate with them today. Perhaps they
have troubles they prefer to keep private
and you're confused, wondering if they're
upset with you. Chances are they aren't.
However, they probably need to work
things out for themselves. Be patient. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

A desire to do some redecorating, perhaps
in anticipation of hosting a future social
event, might prove frustrating today. You
probably have some definite ideas,
Capricorn, but can't find the materials you
need to produce the results you want.
Whatever you're planning, it might be a
good idea to phone around in advance and
see what resources are available. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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&TV artists talk
about sustainable

lifestyle

W
ho is a teacher?
They are our
friends, philoso-

phers, and guides at a time
when we are navigating a
sea change in our outlook
and surroundings. They are
the ones who show us the
right path in life’s labyrinth
and are our torchbearers to a
better life. They have a world
of responsibility on their
shoulders and cannot afford
to do wrong. When they do
stray, the way back to light
should be quick and effec-
tive. Sony Entertainment
Television’s Mere Sai:
Shraddha aur Saburi, shows
one such instance where Sai
brings a teacher, who goes
wrong in her approach, back
to the right side. 
In the current track of the
show, an English teacher
(essayed by Prachi Vaishnav)
travels from Bombay to

Shirdi to teach school stu-
dents. However, the experi-
ence turns bad as she begins
harassing students for not
doing well in English. Sai
Baba gets to know this and
takes up the responsibility of
helping her fix her wrongdo-
ings. 

Tushar Dalvi, who plays the

role of Sai on the show, says

“We teach our children that

teachers are a version of

God. It’s true, but teachers

should also not disrespect

this pedestal of respect. The

current track on the show

essays exactly this where Sai

Baba solves this issue and

helps the children of Shirdi

learn the way they deserve. I

hope the episode helps our

viewers believe that there is

always a way out, and they

should not blindly follow

what is being told to them.” 

‘Teachers are the
human form of God’

A
ctor Tanuj
Virwani, who will
reprise the role of

legal counsel Angad
Sandhu in the second sea-
son of the streaming
show 'Code M', recently
shared how he fleshed out
his role for the second in-
stalment of the series.

Elaborating on the
same, the actor shared the
upside of long-form story-
telling which finds
essence in the continuity
of the characters.

He said, "One of the
best things about long-for-
mat storytelling is that
there is a certain consis-
tency, so you get to contin-
ue the next chapter in the
evolution of that charac-
ter as well as take him to
pretty interesting places."

"I think most of it boils
down to the writing be-
cause at the end of the
day, that's my blueprint
and that's what guides
me. There was a uniquely
fresh take on Angad
Sandhu in the second sea-
son of Code M. I am opti-
mistic and cautiously
hopeful that the audience
will lap it up", he added.

The first season of the

show grabbed many eye-
balls and the actor credits
the entire team for its suc-
cess.

He further mentioned,
"The first season was a
sleeper hit when it was re-
leased in January 2020.
What worked for the show
was the script, the execu-
tion, the acting and the
way it was mounted by
Samar Khan. Jennifer
Winget, Rajat Kapoor and
Seema Biswas brought
their A-game. It wasn't
just a drama or thriller. It
was more than that and

this is why it stood out
amongst other conspiracy
thrillers or shows about
the army."

Virwani's chemistry
with co-star Jennifer
Winget was one of the
talked about aspects of
'Code M' in season one. He
credits the show's direc-
tor Akshay Choubey for
helping them bring alive
the chemistry on screen,
as he said, "I didn't know
her before the shoot com-
menced. We became thick
friends during the shoot-
ing of the first season and

even after it was wrapped
up." "By the time we start-
ed shooting the second
season almost a year and
a half later, it just felt like
coming back home. The
chemistry and under-
standing as two actors
working and creating to-
gether felt lived in and or-
ganic. I must also men-
tion our director Akshay,
who is instrumental in
whatever you see on
screen", he concluded.

The second season of
'Code M' will stream on
Voot Select from June 9.

Tanuj Virwani opens up on his
approach to his character in ‘Code M 2’
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Paris, Jun 02 (AP): 

Marin Cilic is 33, nearly
eight seasons past his one
Grand Slam title at the
2014 U.S. Open and, more
than four full years re-
moved from his most re-
cent trip to the semifinals
of a major tournament.

If he keeps serving like
this, there's no reason to
think about quitting ten-
nis anytime soon.

Cilic delivered 33 aces to
get to the final four at the

French Open for the first
time, edging No. 7 seed
Andrey Rublev 5-7, 6-3, 6-4,
3-6, 7-6 (10-2) on Wednesday
in a 4-hour, 10-minute test
of strength and will.

Andrey played incredi-
bly well. One had to go
down, the 20th-seeded
Cilic said, "and today was
my day.

The Croatian is the fifth
active man to complete a
full set of at least one semi-
final run at all four Slam
events, joining Rafael

Nadal, Novak Djokovic,
Roger Federer and Andy
Murray, each of whom has
been ranked No. 1 and won
multiple majors.

Cilic was the runner-up
to Federer at Wimbledon
in 2017 and the Australian
Open in 2018; the latter
had been Cilic's most re-
cent trip to a Slam semifi-
nal.

On Friday, Cilic will
take on No. 8 Casper Ruud
for a spot in the final. The
other men's semifinal is

13-time French Open
champion Rafael Nadal,
who eliminated Novak
Djokovic in the quarterfi-
nals, against No. 3
Alexander Zverev.

Ruud, a 23-year-old from
Norway, beat Rune, a 19-
year-old from Denmark, 6-
1, 4-6, 7-6 (2), 6-3 to get to his
first Grand Slam semifi-
nal. Their match got a bit
testy, with Ruud telling
Rune he didn't appreciate
him questioning an obvi-
ous officiating call.

Paris, Jun 01 (AP): 

Top-ranked Iga Swiatek
won her 33rd match in a
row with a 6-3 6-2 victory
over 11th-seeded Jessica
Pegula to advance to the
semifinals of the French
Open.

The 21-year-old Swiatek
will next face Daria
Kasatkina of Russia for a
spot in the final.

Swiatek gained from
what appeared to be a
missed call in the seventh
game of the first set. She
chased down Pegula's drop
shot but it appeared to have
bounced twice before she
hit her winner to break and
take a 4-3 lead.

At one point, Pegula com-
plained to the chair umpire
about Swiatek's alleged de-
laying tactics between
serves.

Swiatek, who won the
2020 French Open, had also
beaten the American earli-
er in her winning streak.

The Polish player has
won her past five tourna-
ments, going unbeaten
since February for the
WTA's longest such stretch

since Serena Williams com-
piled a 34-match run in
2013. Swiatek was aggres-
sive throughout the match,
compiling 30 winners
though she had 28 unforced
errors as well. She clinched
it on her fourth match
point. Daria Kasatkina also
advanced to her first Grand
Slam semifinal with a 6-4 7-
6 (5) win over Veronika
Kudermetova at Roland
Garros. The 20th-seeded

Kasatkina will next face
either top-ranked Iga

Swiatek or 11th-seeded
Jessica Pegula.

In a quarterfinal
matchup of 25-

year-old Russians,
Kasatkina built a 6-1 lead in
the tiebreaker and finally
clinched it on her fifth
match point, beating
Kudermetova with a back-
hand drop shot.

The 29th-seeded
Kudermetova took a med-
ical timeout to have her left
foot taped after she held for
a 6-5 lead in the second set.
But she then lost nine of
the next 10 points before
her brief comeback in the
tiebreaker.

New Delhi, Jun 02 (PTI): 

Indian shooter Swapnil
Kusale won a silver medal
in the men's 50m rifle 3 po-
sitions (3P) event at the
ISSF World Cup in Baku,
Azerbaijan on Thursday,
giving the country its sec-
ond medal of the competi-
tion.

The 26-year-old Swapnil
went down 10-16 to Rio
Olympics silver winner
Serhiy Kulish of Ukraine
in the gold medal match.
This was Swapnil's first in-
dividual ISSF World Cup
stage medal.

The 12-member Indian
rifle squad now has one
gold and one silver, mov-

ing up to fifth on the medal
table from overnight
ninth. Swapnil played a
tremendous 3P match over
two days of intense com-
petition in a world class
field. He first finished sec-
ond to Kulish in the top-
eight ranking round earli-
er on Thursday, before
going down to the
Ukranian champion again
in the gold medal match.

Kulish shot 411 in the
ranking round to
Swapnil's 409.1 as
Finland's Aleksi took the
bronze with 407.8.

The top two therefore
finished in the same order
right from the qualifica-
tion rounds on Wednesday.

In the final, Swapnil did
put up a fight but the
Ukranian finished strong
to put the issue beyond the
Indian.

Chennai, June 02 (PTI): 

Former India captain
and Chennai Super Kings
skipper Mahendra Singh
Dhoni on Wednesday said
cricketers should be proud
of representing their dis-
trict as it is the stepping
stone to the higher level.

"It is the first time I am
part of a celebration
where we are celebrating

the success of a district as-
sociation. I would also like
to thank my district crick-
et association back home
(Ranchi). Cricketers
should be proud of repre-
senting their district. I am
proud of the fact that I got
the chance to represent
my country, but it wouldn't
have happened if I hadn't
played for my district or
school," Dhoni said.

He was speaking at a
ceremony to mark the sil-
ver jubilee of the
Thiruvallur District
Cricket Association
(TDCA) in which he par-
ticipated as the chief guest
alongside former ICC
Chairman and former
BCCI president N
Srinivasan.

Dhoni also lauded
Thiruvallar District
Cricket Association for
completing 25 years.

"Congratulations to the
Thiruvallur District
Cricket Association for
completing 25 years. It's
more than 25 years, but we
are celebrating it today. I
have known (RN) Baba
(TDCA secretary) for a
very long time. A big con-
grats to not only him but
also others in the associa-
tion, he added.

Wroclaw, Jun 02 (AP): 

Poland came from behind
to beat an understrength
Wales side 2-1 in the opening
game of the Nations League.

Wales coach Robert Page
rested most of his starters
ahead of Sunday's World
Cup playoff but Jonny
Williams still put the visi-
tors ahead in the 52nd
minute in Wroclaw with a
low shot past goalkeeper
Kamil Grabara.

But Poland substitutes
Jakub Kaminski and Karol
Swiderski scored in the final
18 minutes to turn the game
around and hand Wales its
first defeat since losing to
Denmark in the quarterfi-
nals of the European

Championship last year.
Kaminski was afforded time
and space in the Wales

penalty area to beat Wayne
Hennessey from 12 yards in
the 72nd.

Stavanger , Jun 02 (PTI): 

Indian Grandmaster
Viswanathan Anand posted
his second win on the trot,
defeating Bulgarian Veselin
Topalov in the Classical sec-
tion to take the lead at the
Norway Chess tournament
here.

The 52-year-old Anand
trumped his opponent in 36
moves in the battle of the
veterans to make it two out
of two after the second
round late on Wednesday.

The five-time world cham-
pion now leads with six
points. He had started the
Classical event with a win

over France's Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave following a
fourth place finish in the
Blitz event. American
Wesley So, who won the
Blitz event ahead of the clas-
sical section, outwitted
world No.1 Magnus Carlsen
in the Armageddon (Sudden
death game) to lie in second
spot behind Anand after
their regular game ended in
a 38-move draw.

Anand, who had defeated
Carlsen in the blitz event
earlier, continued the good
run. With the victory over
his long-time rival, the
Indian ace climbed to the
9th spot in the world live rat-
ing list. In the other games
in the second round of the
10-player competition,
Vachier-Lagrave beat
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov
via Armageddon and
Teimur Radjabov got the
better of Norwegian GM
Aryan Tari.

London, Jun 02 (AP): 

Energized at Wembley
by Lionel Messi's assists,
Argentina's players threw
their superstar teammate
in the air after he inspired
them to a second title in a
year.

National team success is
finally coming for the
seven-time Ballon d'Or
winner, late in his trophy-
filled club career.

Argentina collected the
first Finalissima trophy
on Wednesday by beating
Italy 3-0 in a meeting of
the South American and
European champions,
with Messi having helped
Argentina win the Copa
America last July for his
first major title with the
national team.

And judging by the two
assists on his record-ex-

tending 161st Argentina
appearance, there is no
sign of the 34-year-old
Messi slowing down with
the chance to win a first
World Cup title later this
year. What we experienced

here was beautiful, Messi
said.

"We knew it was going
to be a nice game and a
nice setting in which to be
champions. The opener
was created by Messi's solo

brilliance taking him past
Giovanni Di Lorenzo and
the Argentina captain
squared for Lautaro Mart
nez to slot past goalkeeper
Gianluigi Donnarumma
in the 28th minute.

New Delhi, Jun 01 (PTI): 

The Cricket West Indies
(CWI) and the BCCI on
Wednesday announced
India's tour of the West
Indies where the 'Men in
Blue' will play three ODIs
and five T20Is between July
22 and August 7.

India will finish its white-
ball leg of UK tour on July
17 and those selected would
directly leave for the West
Indies from England.

The ODI series and three
T20Is will be hosted across
Trinidad and Tobago and St
Kitts & Nevis, with the final
two T20Is scheduled to be
held in Fort Lauderhill,

Florida in the USA. The
three ODIs will be played on
July 22, 24 and 27 respective-
ly at Port of Spain's
(Trinidad & Tobago) iconic
Queen's Park Oval and will
be followed by five T20Is,

two of which will be played
at Florida's Fort Lauderhill.

The first T20I will be held
at Brian Lara Stadium (Port
of Spain) on July 29 and fol-
lowed by two games at St
Kitt's Warner Park on
August 1 and 2 respectively.

The final two games, in
order to cater to the Indian
diaspora in the United
States, will be held at the
Broward County Stadium
in Florida on August 6 and
7. The entire series will be
live-streamed exclusively on
FanCode. West Indies cap-
tain Nicholas Pooran said
on the upcoming series, "We
have a young team that is
eager to restore the brand of

cricket the West Indies team
is known for playing.

"As I take charge of this
team, our ambition is to al-
ways be competitive, as we
look to use this series to fine
tune our preparations for
the upcoming T20 and 50
Over World Cups."

Talking about this,
Johnny Grave, CEO of
Cricket West Indies said:
"Our four-year deal with
FanCode has brought
Indian cricket fans closer to
CWI's live properties across
multiple formats that has
featured the top cricketing
nations like South Africa,
Pakistan, Australia and
England.

Cilic’s 33 aces put him in 
1st French Open semis at age 33

Croatias Marin Cilic serves against Russias Andrey Rublev during
their quarterfinal match at the French Open tennis tournament in
Roland Garros stadium in Paris.

Denmarks Holger Rune plays a shot against Norways Casper Ruud
during their quarterfinal match at the French Open tennis tourna-
ment in Roland Garros stadium in Paris.

PPaarriiss:: India's Rohan
Bopanna and his Dutch part-
ner Matw Middelkoop saved
two match points but their
dream run at the French
Open ended with a semifi-
nal defeat at the hands of
Marcelo Arevalo and Jean-
Julien Rojer, here on
Thursday. The 16th seeds,
Bopanna and Middelkoop,
who have played some
exhilarating tennis through-
out, lost 6-4 3-6 6-7 (8-10)
to the 12th seeded pair from
El Salvador and the
Netherlands in the men's
doubles match that lasted
two hours and seven min-
utes. No Indian has played
in a Grand Slam men's dou-
bles final since Leander
Paes' 2013 US Open triumph
and Bopanna was bidding to
become the first Indian in
nine years to achieve the
feat.

Bopanna-Middelkoop
suffer heartbreaking
defeat to bow out of

French Open

Swiatek sets up semis
date with Kasatkina

Iga Swiatek clenches her fist
after defeating Jessica Pegula
of the U.S. during their quar-
terfinal match of the French

Open tennis tournament at the
Roland Garros stadium.

Swapnil wins silver in men’s
rifle 3P in ISSF World Cup

Norway chess: Anand posts second
straight win in Classical event

Cricketers should be proud of 
representing their district: Dhoni

Messi inspires Argentina to 3-0 Finalissima win over ItalyPoland rallies to beat Wales 
2-1 in Nations League opener

Waless Wesley Burns vies for the ball with Polands Jacek Goralski,
left, during the UEFA Nations League soccer match between Poland
and Wales, at the Tarczynski Arena Wroclaw in Wroclaw, Poland.

GGllaassggooww:: Ukraine's emo-
tion-filled quest to qualify
for the World Cup amid an
ongoing war moved past the
first hurdle with a 3-1 win
over Scotland in a pulsating
playoff semifinal.
Now the team needs just
one more win to reach
Qatar.
Veteran captain Andriy
Yarmolenko lifted his nation
by scoring a deft lobbed
goal in the 33rd minute and
then helped set up Roman
Yaremchuk's header in the
49th to make it 2-0.

Ukraine beats
Scotland 3-1 in World
Cup qualifying playoff

India to play 3 ODIs and 5 T20Is vs
West Indies between July 22-August 7

Patiala, Jun 02 (PTI): 

World championship
medallists Amit Panghal
and Shiva Thapa claimed
berths in the Indian box-
ing team for the upcoming
Commonwealth Games
after emerging victorious
in the trials, held here on
Thursday.

While Panghal, the 2019
world championship silver
medallist, secured his
place in the 51kg division,
Thapa clinched the 63.5kg
spot in the trials held at the
Netaji Subhas National
Institute of Sports. The
other six boxers who made

their way into the Indian
team include 2018 bronze
medallist Mohammad
Hussamuddin (57kg),
Rohit Tokas (67kg), reign-
ing national champion
Sumit (75kg), Ashish
Kumar (80kg), Sanjeet
(92kg) and Sagar (92kg+)

The CWG is set to be
held in Birmingham from
July 28 to August 8.

Panghal defeated fellow
Services boxer Deepak 4-1
via a split decision. He will
be aiming to improve upon
his performance from the
last edition in Gold Coast,
where he won a silver
medal.

Amit Panghal, Shiva Thapa
secure place in Indian team
for Commonwealth Games

Pune, Jun 02 (PTI): 

Georgian Grandmaster
Luka Paichadze defeated
Indian GM MR Venkatesh to
jump to the top spot with
four points after the fourth
round of the first
Maharashtra International
Open GM chess tournament
here on Thursday.
The 43-move win for the
second seed Paichadze put
him half a point ahead of
the field.
GM Boris Savchenko and
eight Indians, including
No.3 seed MR Lalith Babu

are among the 11 players
trailing the Georgian on 3
points each. Top seed
Farrukh Amonatov of
Tajikistan, who began with
two wins, has been pegged
back after draws against
lower-rated Indians Samant
Aditya and Anup Deshmukh
in subsequent rounds to
move to three points. Lalith
Babu was made to work
hard for a win in 60 moves
by compatriot Himal Gusain
in a Caro-Kann Exchange
Variation game. He faces
Paichadze in the fifth round
on Friday.

Maharashtra Open chess:
Paichadze beats Venkatesh

to jump to top spot

Telangana Formation Day
celebrated with fervour

Hyderabad, June 02 (PTI): 

Telangana Formation
Day was celebrated with
great pomp across the state
on Thursday with the TRS-
led government, political
parties, and others organ-
ising events on the occa-

sion. Governor Tamilisai
Soundararajan, who at-
tended the formation day
celebrations at Raj Bhavan
here, paid rich tributes to
those who sacrificed their
lives for the statehood
cause. She felicitated 10
people from different

walks of life for their
achievements and merito-
rious services, a Raj
Bhavan press commu-
nique said.

"Despite many chal-
lenges, I continue to strive
to serve the people of
Telangana as the Governor
and as the sister of
Telangana state," she said.
Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao paid
homage to those who laid
down their lives for the
sake of Telangana state-
hood at the 'martyrs' me-
morial' here. He hoisted
the National Flag and ad-
dressed the gathering at
the official celebrations of
Formation Day organised
by state government at the
Public Gardens here.

Haven’t met Rahul in four
years: Prithviraj Chavan

Mumbai, Jun 02 (PTI): 

Congress leader and for-
mer Maharashtra chief
minister Prithviraj
Chavan, a member of a
group of dissidents in the
party, has said that he has
not been able to meet sen-
ior leader Rahul Gandhi
in the last four years.

There was no `chintan'
or introspection at the re-
cent Congress conclave in
Udaipur, he told the
media on Thursday. I oc-
casionally meet Dr
Manmohan Singh when-
ever I am in Delhi. But his
health is not what it used
to be earlier. He is always
hospitable and ready to

talk. I have also met Sonia
Gandhi whenever I
sought time, but I haven't
been able to meet Rahul
Gandhi for long time...I
think in four years. There
is a complaint that the
party leadership is not as
accessible as it should be,
said Chavan during the
interview.

The former Union min-
ister is part of the `G-23, a
group of dissident leaders
who are pressing for orga-
nizational reforms in the
Grand Old Party which
has suffered one electoral
setback after another in
the recent years. Speaking
about the Udaipur meet-
ing, Chavan said the

Congress president had
agreed to hold a "chintan
shibir" to discuss the is-
sues before the party, but
someone "more loyal than
the king" decided that a
chintan or introspection

wasn't needed. "So, the
Udaipur meeting was a
`nav-sankalp (new resolu-
tion) shibir.' The party felt
that a post-mortem was
not needed and it only
needed to look at the fu-
ture," he said.

"There should have been
an honest introspection,
not to fix accountability or
hang people, but to ensure
that we don't repeat those
mistakes. After the Assam
and Kerala Assembly
polls, a committee was
formed to go into the
party's performance. But
the committee's report
was buried in a cupboard,
which is not in the correct
spirit of things,'' he said.
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Prithviraj Chavan

Youngsters perform rituals of Upanayan ceremony at a temple, in Hubballi, Thursday.

MASS THREAD CEREMONY

Printed by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, G.E. Road, Press Complex, Raipur and Published at Navbharat Bhawan, Near Bus Stand, Bilaspur, Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari.
Editor: Sameer Shukla (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.) Phone: (07752) 224563, 230591 Fax : (07752) 405338, Raipur : (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703, Regd. No. CHHENG/2012/44065

LJD in Kerala to
merge with JD(S)

KKoozzhhiikkooddee  ((KKeerr)),,  JJuunn  0022  ((PPTTII))::
The Kerala state committee of
the Loktantrik Janata Dal (LJD) on
Thursday decided in-principle on
the party's merger with the
Janata Dal (Secular) led by for-
mer Prime Minister H D Deve
Gowda. LJD state president M V
Shreyams Kumar said the party's
state committee took the deci-
sion to merge with JD(S) consid-
ering the political situation in
Kerala. Both LJD and JD-S are
partners of state's ruling Left
Democratic Front (LDF).

‘Retired officer
lost Rs 1.62 cr to

recover Rs 26 lakh
insurance money’

NNooiiddaa,,  JJuunn  0022  ((PPTTII)):: With the ar-
rest of 16 people, the Noida po-
lice on Thursday claimed to
have busted a fake call centre
which, among others, had
duped a retired government of-
ficer of Rs 1.62 crore on the pre-
text of getting him Rs 26 lakh of
an insurance policy back.
Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police (Noida)
Ranvijay Singh said the fake call
centre was located in the
Bhopura area of the adjoining
Ghaziabad district. Among
those arrested are the gang's
kingpin and 10 women, who
worked at the fake call centre,
Singh said, adding that the case
has been solved by the Noida
Cyber Cell and Sector 113 police
station officials.

16 held: Noida police

Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao during the State
Emergence Day celebrations, at Pragati Bhavan in Hyderabad.

Maha family killed in Nepal crash
cremated at Pashupatinath temple 
Kathmandu, Jun 02 (PTI): 

The last rites of the four
members of an Indian fam-
ily, who were killed along
with 18 others in the Tara
Air plane crash in Nepal's
mountainous Mustang dis-
trict, were performed on
Thursday on the banks of
Bagmati river near
Pashupatinath temple here.

The bodies were brought
to Aryaghat Cremation
Centre at Pashupatinath
Temple premises on the
banks of Bagmati River on
Thursday morning. It took
two days to complete the
post-mortem of the 22 bod-
ies of those killed in the
plane crash on Sunday.

The Canadian-built tur-
boprop Twin Otter 9N-AET

plane was carrying four
Indians, two Germans and
13 Nepali passengers, be-
sides a three-member
Nepali crew when it
crashed minutes after tak-
ing off from the tourist city
of Pokhara. Businessman
Ashok Kumar Tripathi (54)
and his Thane-based es-
tranged wife Vaibhavi
Bandekar Tripathi (51)
were on a reunion trip to
the Himalayan country
along with their son
Dhanush (22) and daughter
Ritika (15) when the
tragedy struck. Tripathi's
elder brother and wife were
among the relatives who
were present when the last
rites of the four members
of the family were per-
formed at the electric cre-

matorium near the revered
Hindu temple. The bodies
of 13 other passengers and
three crew members were
cremated through tradi-
tional means by burning.
There was a big crowd at
the Pashupatinath Temple
to see the cremation.

The Pashupatinath
Temple in Kathmandu, sit-
uated along the banks of
the Bagmati River, is one of
the most important Hindu
temples in Nepal. The post-
mortem of all the bodies
were completed on
Thursday morning only.
Ten of the bodies were in-
tact and 12 others were de-
formed. according to
sources at Tribhuvan
University Teaching
Hospital in Maharajgunj.


