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Razed
NNooiiddaa:: Over 50 farmhous-
es that had come up ille-
gally along the Yamuna
floodplains in Noida in
Uttar Pradesh were razed
down during a major anti-
encroachment drive on
Wednesday, officials said.
The demolished proper-
ties were located in an
area spanning 1,45,000 sq
metre and estimated to
be costing around Rs 55
crore, the Noida
Authority officials said.

Shot at 
AAmmrriittssaarr:: Two persons
were shot at and injured
by unidentified assailants
outside Khalsa College at
GT Road here on
Wednesday, police said.
The injured were identi-
fied as Lovepreet Singh
and Gursimran Singh,
both residents of Batala,
they said. Lovepreet and
Gursimran were shot at
by two armed assailants,
who came on a two-
wheeler and fled the spot
after committing the
crime, the police said.

Mishap
NNuuhh:: Three people,
including an eight-year-
old boy, died in a septic
tank in this district,
police said on
Wednesday. The incident
took place in Bichhor vil-
lage in Punhana block on
Tuesday, they said. After
the boy fell into the tank
accidentally while playing
near it, the boy's father
and one other person
went into it to save him.
All three of them died in
the incident, police said.

Stabbed 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Three persons
were arrested for murder-
ing a 22-year-old in north-
west Delhi's Adarsh Nagar
area after the man refused
to handover beer bottles
to them, police said on
Wednesday. The accused
have been identified as
Ankit Kumar (21), Brijesh
Mathur (20) and Himanshu
Kumar (19), all residents
of Mukundpur, they said.
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BRIEF

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with Womens World Boxing
Championships 2022 gold

medalist boxer Nikhat Zareen,
in New Delhi. 
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New Delhi, Jun 01 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate on Wednesday
summoned Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi and
her MP son Rahul Gandhi
for questioning in a money
laundering case linked to
the National Herald news-
paper, officials said.

While Sonia Gandhi, 75,
has been asked to depose
before the federal agency
at its headquarters in cen-
tral Delhi on June 8, Rahul
Gandhi has been asked to
appear on Thursday (June
2).

Congress leader
Abhishek Manu Singhvi
told at a press conference
that Sonia Gandhi will
comply with the sum-
mons.

Rahul Gandhi, 51, has
written to the probe
agency to postpone the
date to after June 5 as he is
not in the country, Singhvi
and another Congress
leader Randeep Surjewala
told reporters.

"The Modi government
should know that by regis-
tering such fake and fabri-
cated cases, they cannot
succeed in their cowardly
conspiracy," Singhvi said.

The case to probe al-
leged financial irregulari-
ties in the party-promoted
Young Indian that owns
the National Herald news-
paper was registered re-
cently. The agency, offi-
cials said, wants to record
the statements of Sonia
and Rahul Gandhi under
criminal sections of the

Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The National Herald is
published by Associated
Journals Limited (AJL)
and owned by Young
Indian Pvt Limited. The
agency recently ques-
tioned senior Congress
leaders Mallikarjun
Kharge and Pawan Bansal
as part of the investiga-
tion. The questioning of
the senior Congress lead-
ers and the Gandhis is
part of the ED's investiga-
tion to understand the
shareholding pattern, fi-
nancial transactions and
role of the promoters of
Young Indian and AJL, of-
ficials said. The agency
registered a fresh case
under the criminal provi-
sions of the PMLA after a
trial court here took cogni-
sance of an Income Tax
Department probe against
Young Indian Pvt Ltd on
the basis of a private crim-
inal complaint filed by
BJP MP Subramanian
Swamy in 2013.

The members of the
first family of the
Congress party, including
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi, are among the
promoters and sharehold-
ers of Young Indian. After

the ED examined Kharge
last month, the Congress'
whip in Lok Sabha
Manickam Tagore ac-
cused the government of
"harassing" him.

BJP MP Swamy had ac-
cused Sonia Gandhi,
Rahul Gandhi and others
of conspiring to cheat and
misappropriate funds with
Young Indian Pvt Ltd pay-
ing only Rs 50 lakh to ob-
tain the right to recover Rs
90.25 crore that Associate
Journals Ltd owed to the
Congress.

Mainpur, Jun 01: 

Father and son on a
Scooty crossing Shobha
Thana, about 22 kms from
Mainpur, were nabbed with
745 pieces of raw diamonds,
estimated to cost around Rs
50 lakh here on Wednesday.
The two were smuggling di-
amonds from world famous
gold mines of Payalikhand
and were going to Odisha
through jungle area.

It was on tip from an in-
former to Shobha Thana
police that as per instruc-
tions from senior police of-
ficers, a special team of
Shobha Thana was formed
and they were sent to
Mainpur Shobha Thana
Odisha jungle and were
checking vehicles at
Kusiyarbarcha Kachana

near Dhurva Mandir.
It was on Tuesday

evening at around 6:00 pm,
the father and son in a
Scooty of slatey coloured
bearing No. OD 22 M 3038

all of sudden were shocked
to see the police conducting
checking and tried to es-
cape. The Police chased
both father and son and
managed to arrest the two
at a short distance. On ask-
ing father disclosed his
name as Khokhan Dali, S/o
Nitai Dalhi (48), and his son
Viplav Dali, S/o Khokhan
Dali.

When the Police conduct-
ed search, the found 745

pieces of raw diamonds in
their possession and could
not produce any valid docu-
ments in support of it. A
case under section 379 of
IPC and 4 (21) of Mining
Act was filed against the
two and the police seized
745 pieces of diamonds, two
wheeler from them.

Patna, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on
Wednesday said his
government will un-
dertake a socio-eco-
nomic survey of all
castes and commu-
nities in the state,
following the
Centre's reluctance
to conduct a caste
census nationally.

Talking to reporters here
after chairing an all-party
meeting, Kumar said the
necessary cabinet clear-
ance for the mammoth ex-
ercise will be given soon. He
asserted that all parties
unanimously supported the
proposed move and replied

in the negative when asked
if he faced any opposition.
At the meeting, leader of

the opposition
Tejashwi Yadav rep-
resented the RJD
while the BJP,
which has been fac-
ing accusations fol-
lowing the Centre's
refusal, had Deputy
Chief Minister
Tarkishor Prasad
and state unit chief

Sanjay Jailswal among its
representatives.

Yadav, while interacting
with journalists, demanded
that the Centre provide fi-
nancial help to Bihar in
conducting the exercise,
which is likely to incur
heavy expenditure.

New Delhi, Jun 01 (PTI): 

The Centre on
Wednesday approved a
proposal to relax the mini-
mum educational qualifi-
cation to recruit native
tribal youths from interior
areas of Bijapur,
Dantewada and Sukma in
Chhattisgarh as constables
in the CRPF.

The decision was taken
at a meeting of the Union
Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

here. The Union cabinet
has approved a proposal of
the Ministry of Home
Affairs to relax requisite
minimum educational
qualification from 10th
class pass to 8th Class for
the recruitment of 400 can-
didates as constable (gen-
eral duty) in the CRPF
from three districts of
south Chattisgarh namely
Bijapur, Dantewada and
Sukma, an official release
said. Apart from issuing
advertisement in local
newspapers and adopting
all means for wider public-
ity of this rally in these in-
terior areas of the three
districts, the CRPF would

subsequently impart for-
mal education during the
probation period to these
newly recruited trainees, it
said. As many as 400 tribal
youths from interior areas
of these three districts will
get employment opportu-
nities. Appropriate relax-
ation in physical standards
for recruitment will also
be given by Ministry of
Home Affairs, the state-
ment added. The CRPF is
one of Central Armed
Police Forces, basically
meant for duties like main-
tenance of law and order,
tackling counter insur-
gency and maintaining in-
ternal security.

Mumbai, Jun 01:

Testing for Covid will be
ramped up in Mumbai as the
test positivity rate in the city
has jumped to six per cent, the
civic body Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation, or BMC,
said today. It has asked offi-
cials to immediately increase
testing "on war footing".
Testing labs have also been
asked to be proactive and fully
staffed. "Daily new cases have
tremendously increased in
Mumbai, with monsoon around
the corner, we will now see a

rapid rise in symptomatic
cases," it warned. The BMC
has further asked for the vacci-
nation drive in the 12-18 years
category, and booster doses, to
be pushed aggressively.
Fearing another sharp rise in
symptomatic cases, the civic
body has asked for jumbo field
hospitals to be kept adequately
staffed and on alert now.
Private hospitals have also
been asked to be on alert.
Other readiness measures like
reviewing the status of ward
war rooms to ensure they are
fully equipped with staff, med-
ical teams, and ambulances
have been ordered. 

New space
policy soon

New Delhi, June 01 (PTI) 

Seeking to further increase pri-
vate participation, the govern-
ment will soon unveil a new
space policy that could see the
rise of India's own "SpaceX-like
ventures", Principal Scientific
Advisor Ajay Kumar Sood has
said. In an interview to PTI, the
government's top science advisor
said consultations have taken
place and the final version of the
space policy would soon be
referred to the Empowered
Technology Group for further
examination. "Space policy is in
the works. We have not been
using it much, but the new tech-
nology of low earth orbit (LEO)
satellites that is a low cost game.

CONCERN FOR TRIBALS

Govt relaxes educational qualification norms
̈ To recruit tribal

youths from
Chh’garh in CRPF

Mumbai warns of huge
spike in Covid cases

̈ Positivity rate at 6% 

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

ED summons Sonia, Rahul 

The Congress on
Wednesday said it is not
afraid of any summons by
the Enforcement Directorate
in the National Herald case
and will not be cowed down
by any such "vendetta" by
the BJP government.
Congress leaders Abhishek
Manu Singhvi and Randeep
Surjewala said party presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi has been
summoned by the ED for
questioning in a money
laundering case linked to
the National Herald newspa-
per on June 8, and she was
determined to appear
before the agency as she
has nothing to hide.
They said former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi has also
been summoned, and that
he has written to the probe
agency to postpone the date
to after June 5 as he is not
in the country.

‘Not afraid of 
such tactics’

Two nabbed with 745 pieces of raw diamonds

SP Gariyband JR Thakur
informed that the depart-
ment is taking action
against those involved in
smuggling of precious
stones from the region and
due action is being taken
against them under Mining
Act. Search in the diamond
mines is going on on regular
basis and it would continue
in the near future.

What SP says:

Nitish okays socio-economic survey
of all castes, communities

Kolkata, Jun 01: 

BCCI presi-
dent Sourav
Ganguly sent a
cryptic tweet on
Twitter which
has everyone
guessing about
his next move.
Ganguly, who currently
heads the BCCI and has
been a successful captain for
India, had recently met
Indian home minister Amit
Shah at his residence in
Kolkata. The speculations
are growing as to what
Ganguly is planning next.
Taking to Twitter, he shared
an update with his fans, in
which he wrote: "2022 marks

the 30th year since the start
of my journey with cricket
in 1992. Since then, cricket
has given me a lot. Most im-
portantly, it has given me
the support of all of you.

‘I’m planning to start
something new’

Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) secretary Jay
Shah has said that former
India captain Sourav Ganguly
has not resigned as the
board's president. Shah's
clarification comes after

speculation arose following a
statement that Ganguly had
put out to thank fans going
into the 30th anniversary of
the start of his journey in

Ganguly is not 
resigning: Shah 

Bhilai, Jun 01: 

A contract worker was
killed while his companion
was fatally injured in a
workplace mishap which
occurred at Bhilai Steel
Plant on Wednesday. The
incident occurred at the
Blast Furnace #7, which
has been shut down for the
last eight months for capi-
tal repairs. The victims
were conducting welding
works under the capital re-
pair of the Air Lifting
Chamber of the Slag
Granulation Plant when a
blast occurred. One of the

labourers died on the spot
while the second one has
been admitted to the hospi-
tal in serious condition.

According to informa-
tion, the incident occurred
around 12:00 hrs on
Wednesday. Contract work-
ers Parmeshwar Sikka and
Rahul Upadhyaya of the

contractor Aman
Constructions were con-
ducting welding works at
the Air Lifting Chamber of
SGP in Blast Furnace #7.
This chamber is more than
13 meters deep. The labour-
ers had tied safety belts for
working in this chamber.
Suddenly a blast occurred
possibly due to the pres-
ence of some gases in the
chamber. The chamber was
soon engulfed with flames
and smoke. Both the
labourers suffered burns
as their clothes caught fire.
Parmeshwar Sikka any-
how managed to unlock his

safety belt and come out of
the chamber. As his clothes
were still burning, he
jumped into a water tank
to douse the flames.
However, Rahul
Upadhyaya was not fortu-
nate enough and got
trapped in the chamber. He
was not able to unlock his
safety belt and succumbed
at the work place.

On information, Fire
Tenders reached the spot
and rescue operations were
launched. Firemen went
down into the smoke-filled
chamber and rescued
Rahul Upadhyaya.

One killed, another injured in fatal mishap at BSP
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Bhilai, Jun 01: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant accord-
ed a warm farewell to BSP
employees who retired in
May 2022. As many as 140
employees, including 21
Executives and 111 Non-
Executives superannuated
in May 2022.

Eight Non-Executives
from Mines also retired in
May 2022. The manage-
ment of BSP appreciated
the contribution of the re-
tiring employees and
wished them the best for
their future.

Among the executives
retiring from service in

May 2022 are Manash
Biswas, ED (Mines and
Rowghat), GA Rao, CGM
(CO CCD), BK Dey, CGM
(Projects), GP Ojha, CGM

(PPC), Ajay Kumar
Sharma, GM (RSM), Anil
Kumar Mittal, GM (CO
CCD), PR Rao, GM (SMS
2), PW Khapre, GM (SMS

3), Ajit Singh, GM (CO
CCD), Sanjay Boratwar,
GM (Hirri Mines),
Sandeep Kumar Jain, GM
(Projects), Abhijit

Sengupta, DGM (MPRD),
Rakesh Mishra, DGM
(SED), Arun Kumar
Sharma, DGM (SP 3), PR
Thaware, DGM (MRD),

Ram Kumar Thakur, AGM
(CO CCD), Sabeer Alam,
AGM (CO CCD), Umesh
Kumar Patel, SM (OHP),
Debendra Kumar Pati,

Manager (Merchant Mill),
Ram Vinay Tiwari,
Manager (BF) and Sharad
Kumar Bokhad, Manager
(M & HS).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 01: One Day
Webinar on the topic  "
Online Tools for Teaching
and Learning" was organ-
ised  on May 31, 2022 by PG
Department of
Mathematics and
Computer Science and
Institutional Innovation
Council of St Thomas
College, in collaboration
with MoU Partner
Government Dr Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar PG
college, Dongargaon.

Dr Suja Varghese Head
(Department of
Mathematics and
Computer Science) wel-
comed Dr Joseph Mar
Dionysius Chairman St
Thomas Mission, Father Dr
Joshi Varghese
Administrator of St
Thomas College, Dr MG
Roymon Principal St
Thomas College, Dr
Debjani Mukherjee IQAC
Coordinator St Thomas
College, Dr BN Meshram,
Principal, Government Dr

Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar PG College
Dongargaon  and Resource
person of this webinar LK
Gavel, Assistant professor
and Head Department of
Computer Science,
Government Ghanshyam
Singh Gupta College Balod
along with other digni-
taries and participants of
both colleges.

Dr MG Roymon appreci-
ated the department  for

organising the webinar in
such an advanced topic on
teaching and learning ap-
proach. He said that this is
a pedagogical approach for
integration of synchro-
nous and asynchronous
learning tools and wished
that the participants will
have an informative expe-
rience with this webinar.

Dr BN Meshram wel-
comed gathering and said
that the topic was relevant

during covid  and it is used
in various subjects and
areas. She thanked college
to choose such a knowl-
edgeable topic for one day
webinar and hoped that
students will be benefitted
with this.

LK Gavel resource per-
son discussed virtual class-
room software and learn-
ing management system
software and Google class-
room tour. In virtual class-

room software such as
google meet, Zoom, cisco
Webex etc. In learning
management system soft-
ware Edmodo and Google
sites and Moodle etc.

In Google classroom he
explained it as an open
source and usage in up-
loading assignment and
assigning grades to stu-
dents. He explained how to
create Classroom in
Google classroom and how
to create assignments and
marking schemes. Vote of
thanks was delivered by
Chetan Kumar Sahu, Head
of Department of
M a t h e m a t i c s ,
Government Dr
Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar PG college,
Dongargaon. 250 delegates
registered for the webinar.

The webinar was com-
pared by Preeti Jain and
conducted by Dr Smita
Suresh Daniel, Dr Santosh
Kumar Miri, K Manju and
Jyoti Dewangan. The
Technical support was
given by Pushkar Verma.

Police saves Rs 3.20 lakh
lost in cyber fraud

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 01: The newly
constituted Crime Branch
(Cyber Cell) has managed
to save almost Rs 3.20 lakhs
lost in the cyber frauds.
The duped money has been
refunded to the bank ac-
counts of the cyber fraud
victims. SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava has urged the peo-
ple to immediately inform
the police about the inci-
dents of cyber fraud.

If reported early, cops
can avoid the losses. SP Dr
Pallava stated that the
cyber fraud victims can
send their complaints on
his whatsapp number
7898815399 so that police
can take immediate action
and save the lost money.

Three such incidents of
cyber fraud occurred re-
cently in which the lost
amount of Rs 3.20 lakh has
been saved. Soma Shastri of
Pragati Nagar Risali had
complained that one fraud-
ster contacted her regard-
ing electricity bill payment.

She downloaded an appli-
cation on the mobile and
she made the first payment
of Rs 20 through this app.
On the basis of this trans-
action, the fraudster with-
drew Rs 200000 through net
banking from her bank ac-
count on May 30.

A complaint was lodged
at Newai Police Station
after which the Cyber Cell
immediately contacted the
SBI RBO office and the
above transaction was put
on hold by the bank. Later
the duped amount of Rs 2
lakh was returned back to
the victim's bank account.

Second incident oc-
curred with Subhankar
Chakraborty of Jayanti
Nagar, Sikola, Durg. He
lodged a complaint at
Mohan Nagar Police
Station on April 28.

He complained that one
fraudster duped Rs 59691 in
three installments through
POS medium by luring
him of reward points in
the credit card. This fraud
was done through a mer-

chant named "Nobroker".
On receipt of the infor-

mation, the Cyber Cell im-
mediately contacted
Nobroker Merchant
through email after which
the transaction was
stopped. The duped
amount Rs 39400 was put
on hold.

The third incident oc-
curred with Ankush
Kumar Das of Talpuri. The
fraudster contacted the vic-
tim for SIM card update
and made him download
an app named Anydesk on
the mobile phone.

Using this app, the ac-
cused withdrew about Rs
129999 in two installments
from the SBI account of
the victim. The victim
lodged a complaint at
Bhilai Nagar Police Station
on May 11 after which
Cyber Cell swung into ac-
tion and immediately con-
tacted SBI RBO office and
got the transactions on
hold. The victim got Rs
80000 refunded to the bank
account.

Property worth crores
destroyed in fire at
industrial premises

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 01: Major fire
broke out at the premises
of Simplex Group located
in Nandini Road on the in-
tervening night of
Wednesday. Property
worth crores was de-
stroyed in the mishap.
Fortunately there were no
casualties.

According to informa-
tion, fire broke out in the
multi-storeyed building in
the premises of Simplex
Group around 02:00 hrs on

Wednesday. On informa-
tion, four Fire Tenders
reached the spot and fire
fighting operations were
launched. They used foam
and water to douse the
flames. As the fire had
spread in the entire build-
ing, it took around three
hours to extinguish the
flames completely. 13 fire-
men conducted the fire
fighting operations.
Causes of the fire were un-
known. Jamul Police is
conducting a probe over
the mishap.

BJP stages demonstration against
Congress ruled civic body

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 01: On
Wednesday, the Bharatiya
Janata Party members led
by Rajya Sabha Member
Saroj Pandey staged an ag-
gressive demonstration
against the Congress ruled
civic body - Durg
Municipal Corporation.

They accused the DMC
Mayor, Durg MLA and
other leaders of Congress
of ignoring the public
problems and deteriorat-
ing the civic amenities.
The activists led by Saroj
Pandey marched to the
DMC headquarters and
questioned the DMC
Mayor for various prob-
lems of common people.

BJP workers expressed
ire over the ignorant
working style of the cor-
poration. They raised slo-
gans against the MLA,
Mayor and the DMC ad-

ministration. Heavy po-
lice force was deployed to
prevent the demonstra-
tors from entering the
DMC premises. The
demonstrators tried to
break the police barricad-
ing but the cops managed
to stop them. Considering
the situation, DMC
Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi came out for
talks with the agitators.

BJP leaders handed
over a memorandum relat-
ed to the public problems
to the Commissioner. BJP
leaders stated that if the
problems are not resolved
within seven days, they
will resort to aggressive
agitation. After getting as-
surance from the
Commissioner, the demon-
strators returned back.

Earlier, the BJP leaders

addressed a rally at the
sports ground of the
Government School.
Addressing the gathering,
Rajya Sabha MP Saroj
Pandey raised questions
on the working style of
Durg Municipal
Corporation. She said that
the people are feeling trou-
bled due to the ignorant
working of DMC in the
last 30 months. It is unfor-

tunate that a large popula-
tion is suffering water
woes in the Congress-
ruled civic body.

City sanitation system
has almost collapsed in
the entire city. She further
said that the Gaurav Path
constructed during BJP
rule has been demolished
without any planning.
Poor people are being ha-
rassed and their shelter is

being snatched. People are
suffering due to lack of
basic amenities, she al-
leged. After the public
rally, the BJP workers
marched to the DMC head-
quarters and staged a
demonstration.

District BJP President
Jitendra Verma, General
Secretary Lalit
Chandrakar, Natwar
Tamrakar, Chandrika
Chandrakar, Usha Tawri,
Ajay Verma, Santosh
Soni, Dinesh Devangan,
Manoj Mishra, Satish
Samarth, Deepak Chopra,
Shekhar Chandrakar,
Lukesh Baghel,
Jageshwar Sahu, Maya
Belchandan, Sanvla Ram
Dahre, Basant
Chandrakar, Kalpana
Joshi, Vinod Arora, KS
Chauhan, Nitesh Sahu,
Gaurav Sharma and other
BJP leaders and workers
were present.

Webinar on ‘Online Tools for 
Teaching and Learning’ conducted

Farewell accorded to retiring BSP employees Sinter Plant 3 cre-
ates new monthly
production record
Bhilai, Jun 01: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's Sinter
Plant 3 (SP 3) has created a
monthly production
record on May 29, 2022, two
days before the end of the
month.

A new monthly record
was created at SP 3 by pro-
ducing 4,26,309 T in May 22
till May 29, surpassing the
previous record of 4,11,349
T in May 2021.

Senior officers of the
Plant congratulated the SP
3 collective for the mile-
stone achievement and
urged them to achieve tar-
gets set for the shop and
create new milestones in
the future.

Women preparing sanitary pads in urban Gauthan
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 01: In the
urban Gauthan under
Bhilai Nagar Municipal
Corporation limits,
women have installed ma-
chines and are making
sanitary pads with the use
of it. The machines are
worth about rupees one
and a half lakh.

The BMC
Commissioner Prakash
Survey reached the
guathan and inspected the
work. He also gave neces-
sary instructions to the
women in this direction.
During the inspection,
Zone Commissioner
Manish Gaikwad,
Assistant Engineer in-

charge Alok Pashine,
Deputy Engineer Gaurav
Agarwal, Ajay Shukla
from Social Welfare
Department, Phanindra
Bose from National Urban
Livelihood Mission,
Sulochana Dhankar from
Women Self Help Group,
Rekha Baghel etc were
present.

Jagat Janani Mahila
Self Help Group of Sector
2 has taken the responsi-
bility of providing this
pad to the girls and
women belonging to
weaker sections. Group
President Anamika Singh
said that the specialty of
this pad is that it keeps
women energetic during
menstruation, that is be-

cause onion pulp is being
used in the pads being
made at Gauthan, which
is generally not used in
sanitary pads.

Elaborating further
about its additional fea-
tures she informed that
gel sheet is being used in
this pad whereas usually
other pads do not have it,
Furthermore, Anamika
said that it will be avail-
able at a rate cheaper
from the market so that it
comes within the reach of
women who cannot af-
ford to spend much on
pads.

It needs a mention that
the group is working
since 2015, and it began
the journey by making

papad, pickle, bijori, badi
etc, but in 2018 since reg-
istration with the corpo-
ration, the women got
motivation and instead of
making household items,
they decided to do some-
thing different and the
concept of making sani-
tary pads came to mind.

The Mayor Neeraj Pal
has given a space to such
women in Gauthan to
give a better platform to
the women of self-help
groups, who can also
work in the direction of
women's health and earn
financial income. About
14 women are working in
Jagat Janani Mahila Self
Help Group, in which
Treasurer Phoolwati

Bhagat and Secretary
Pramila Dadsena have a
very important role.

About the preparation
of sanitary pads, it is
going through every
process that is needed for
a better pad, the safety of
women has been taken
care of in it. Wood pulp,
onion sheet, sheet, back
sheet and front sheet and
gel sheet are being used
in sanitary pads.

Anamkia informed
that sanitary pads go
through four processes,
cutting, bonding, sterili-
zation and packaging
which are its important
processes. She added that
the sanitary pads will be
ready within 10 days.
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RELIEF UNDER THE SHADE

The Skywalk is acting a big-relief to two-wheeler riders near the traffic signal at Shastri Chowk, providing much
required relief during hot-afternoon hours here on Wednesday.

Raipur, Jun 01:

The two-day ‘Nav
Sankalp Chintan Shivir’
workshop of Congress
started here at
Maheshwari Bhavan in
Kamal Vihar here on
Wednesday. On the first
day, CM Bhupesh Baghel,
PCC state in-Charge PL
Punia, PCC Chief Mohan
Markam, state secretary
in-Charge Dr Chandan
Yadav garlanded the
party’s flag and inaugurat-
ed the workshop  garland-
ing photo of father of na-
tion Mahatma Gandhi and
lighted the traditional
lamp and formally inau-
gurated the workshop.

At the inauguration,
first the speech of the
AICC President Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi

delivered at the Udaipur
Chitan Shivir was shown
on video and all were ap-
prised about the decisions
taken in the Udaipur
‘Chintan Shivir’.PCC
Chief gave the welcome
speech and CM Bhupesh
Baghel presented the pres-
idential speech and then
PCC State in-Charge PL
Punia addressed the au-
gust gathering.

The second session of
the workshop started with
speech by the PCC secre-
tary in-charge Dr
Chandan Yadav and the
state’s senior minister TS
Singh Deo apprised about
the concerns and party
view points raised in the
party’s Udaipur Chintan
Shivir. The national secre-
tary Vikas Upadhyay and
Deepak Baij who also par-

ticipated in the Chintan
Shivir also addressed the
gathering.

On this occasion discus-
sions were held to
strengthen the party
based upon the conclusion
and decisions taken in the
Udaipur ‘Chintan Shivir’
and to introduce those de-
cisions in Chhattisgarh
Congress as well and they
all prepared a work plan
for it. General Secretary
in-charge Amarjeet
Chawla put up a proposal
to make Rahul Gandhi as
the National President of
Congress and the proposal
was passed by the
Congmen present by rais-
ing their hands in the
favour of the proposal.

On the second day of
the workshop, discussions
on the decisions taken in

the  Udaipur ‘Chintan
Shivir’; expansion of the
organization; district-level
foot-march; programme
on occasion of 75th an-
niversary of the
Independence  in capital
city; appointment in the
vacant posts in the organi-
zation; protest and move-
ment against the central
government and other is-
sues pertaining to the
state and the organization
would be discussed.

On the first day of the
workshop, all the
Ministers of the
Bhupesh’s government,
MLAs, MPs, Chairmen of
Boards and Corporations,
district Congress
Presidents, and other of-
fice bearers of PCC were
present, informs SA
Shukla in a press release.

Congmen agree to introduce decisions
of Udaipur ‘Chitan Shivir’ in Ch’garh

Proposal to appoint Rahul Gandhi as National President passed

Raipur, Jun 01: National
Institute of Technology
(NIT), Raipur under the
National IP Awareness
Mission (NIPAM) organ-
ized an online webinar on
the Importance of IPR
and Patent Filing
Procedure on 1st June,
2022. The speaker for the
session Mr. Subrat Sahu,
Examiner of Patents and
Designs, Indian Patent

Office Delhi, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
Govt. of India. In this
talk, he covered various
aspects such as the impor-
tance of IPR, patent draft-
ing, different stages in
patent filing and its possi-
ble commercialization.
The webinar was attend-
ed by the faculty mem-
bers and the PhD stu-
dents.

Online webinar on NIPAM organized at NIT

Raipur, Jun 01:

A youth carrying a
pistol was nabbed by the
security personnel at
the Swamy Vivekanand
Airport as he was plan-
ning to travel along
with it. The Police is in-
terrogating the youth as
to from where he got it.
On getting weapon at
the Airport checking,
the CRPF personnel
were put on the alert
and after which the se-
curity of each and every
other passengers was
done seriously.

A youth named Jas
Thadani going from
Raipur to Bengaluru
reached Swamy
Vivekanand Airport to
board the flight in the
morning. He got the
ticket booked from
Indigo Airlines for this
air travel and he was
carrying a pistol in his
bag. Though at the
entry gate he got the

entry with pistol inside
the airport and had
even taken the boarding
pass. But after this
CISF team stopped him,
as he left for personal
body check, putting his
hand-bag in the scan
machine. The CISF per-
son checking the bags,
found a pistol inside the

bag and to confirm the
same he got it scanned
once again.
Immediately Jai was
surrounded by CISF
jawans and opening his
bag they found a pistol
inside. On checking
they found that it is an
American pistol and Jai
was not having any
valid licence for it.
Mana Thana was imme-
diately informed about
it and Jai was handed
over to the Mana police
for further interroga-
tion.

Jai Thadani nabbed
with a pistol at the
Airport, is R/o Bilaspur
and has got a cloth shop
in Pandri area of capi-
tal city. The accused
lives in Telibandha area
of city. A case under
Arms Act was filed
against the accused. He
did not informed the po-
lice as to from where he
got the pistol when in-
quired. It is notable
here that carrying any
sharp edged items or
any weapons is strictly
prohibited in air travel
and  as to why he was
travelling with that pis-
tol the police is trying
to investigate.

Youth nabbed with pistol in the airport

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0011::

Smart toilets with all facili-
ties will be made at 18 places
in the city. Each smart toilet
will have TV, AC etc. in waiting
hall with ODF double plus facil-
ity. The facility was inaugurat-
ed on Monday with ‘Bhoomi
Pujan’ at Ashwini Nagar and
Government School
Changorabhatha in presence of
MP Sunil Soni, MLA Brijmohan
Agarwal and representatives of
Raipur Municipal Corporation.

Opposition leader in
Municipal Corporation Minal
Choubey, Deputy Leader Manoj
Verma, Ward corporator
Mrityunjay Dubey were also
present on the occasion of
Bhumi Pujan in Ashwini Nagar
of Pandit Sunderlal Sharma
Ward. Mrityunjay said that the
smart toilet will be constructed
at a cost of Rs 23 lakh. There
will be five seater toilets for
men and women, one seater
for children and one seater for
third gender. Addressing the
ward residents on the occasion
of Bhoomi Pujan, MP Sunil Soni
said that the vision of the peo-
ple’s representatives of the BJP
is always to work for the facili-
ties of the common people, to
make their life simple and

easy. Recently, development
work was started with the con-
struction of smart toilet at
Gurmukh Singh Nagar Pahari
Chowk Gudhiyari near
Bhathagaon BSUP Unihomes.

Brijmohan said that crores
of rupees were spent in the
development of the capital
during the BJP’s tenure of 15
years. The city of Raipur was
decorated according to the
capital. During the three-year
tenure of the Congress, devel-
opment is stalled, the treasury
of the municipal corporation is
empty. According to him let
alone development, there is no
money to even distribute the
salary to the employees.

In such a situation Bhoomi
Pujan for the construction of
smart toilets in Ashwani Nagar
proves that the BJP corpora-
tors in the city are making sin-
cere efforts for the develop-
ment of their wards. On the
demand of Ward corporator
Mrityunjay, Brijmohan
announced to give Rs 10 lakh
for the construction of gym in
Ashwani Nagar area.
Commissioner of zone five, res-
idents of the area, engineers
and BJP’s Mandal President,
booth office bearers and work-
ers were also present.

Smart toilets with 
all facilities to be built 

At 18 places in Raipur
 Got entry inside

with pistol in 
his bag, nabbed
when scanning of
bag was done

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0011::  

Chief Secretary Abhitabh Jain

reviewed the working of the

Coperative Department in

Mantralaya here on Wednesday.

He instructed to encourage the

farmers who are involved in crop

rotation. Instructions were also

given to the officials to motivate

the sugarcane growing farmers

to use vermi compost. The Chief

Secretary asked the officers of

the Cooperative Department to

make special efforts to reduce

the losses in the sugar factories.

He said that cooperatives should

work for maximum benefit to the

farmers. 

In the meeting, detailed dis-

cussions were held on giving tar-

get to banks to expand more and

more bank branches, ATMs,

Kisan Credit Cards for farmers in

the state. In the meeting, the

officials informed that this year

around 50 ATMs will be installed.

Three lakh 23 thousand metric

tonnes of fertilizers have been

stored in the state through coop-

erative societies for distribution

of fertilizers to farmers in Kharif

season. Similarly, 6.97 lakh met-

ric tonnes of manure has been

stored in the double lock centers

of Markfed. The Chief Secretary

directed the officers to immedi-

ately lift the remaining paddy in

the paddy procurement centers.

In the meeting, the Chief

Secretary reviewed the status of

agriculture loan distribution for

Kharif season. He told the offi-

cers to motivate the farmers tak-

ing loans for crops other than

paddy under  crop rotation.

Officials of the Cooperative

Department said that in this year

2022-23, a target has been set to

disburse short term agricultural

loans of Rs 5800 crore to the

farmers. 

Out of which loans of more

than two thousand crore rupees

have been disbursed.  In the

meeting, the status of election of

various cooperative institutions,

status of establishment of

ethanol plant in sugarcane facto-

ries, progress of Kondagaon

maize processing unit and com-

mercial use of rice mills of

Markfed were reviewed in detail.

In the meeting, the possibilities

of setting up sugar factory in

Bemetara district through PPP

model were discussed. Similarly,

the status of operation of power

plants in cooperative sugar fac-

tories and profit and loss position

of sugar factories for the last

three years were discussed in

detail. Before the review meeting

of the Cooperative Department,

the Chief Secretary also

reviewed the progress of count-

ing of OBCs through various

means and making ration cards

of OBC beneficiaries with the

officers of Panchayat and Rural

Development Department, Urban

Administration and General

Administration Department.

Additional Chief Secretary

Panchayat and Rural

Development Department Mrs

Renu Pillay, Agriculture

Production Commissioner Dr.

Kamalpreet Singh, Secretary,

Urban Administration

Department, Mrs. Alarmel

Mangai D., Special Secretary

Cooperative,  Himshikhar Gupta

and other senior officers of the

Cooperative Department were

present in the meeting.

Encourage farmers involved in crop rotation: CS

Raipur, Jun 01:

The Chhattisgarh
government has allot-
ted land to NMDC on 99
yrs lease for establish-
ment of Nagarnar Steel
Plant in the Bastar re-
gion and for its overall
development. The gov-
ernment has clarifed
that it has not sold any
type of land, nor has
acquired any private
land for the same.

The State govern-
ment is regularly pro-
moting investment for
establishing of indus-
tries in Bastar region
and to provide employ-
ment to the people. For
establishing of
Nagarnar Steel Plant,
NMDC has been allo-
cated 146.05 hect gov-
ernment land. No pri-
vate land has been ac-
quired in Jagdalpur for
establishment of
Nagarnar Steel Plant.
The state government
has not sold any land to

NMDC for establishing
of the steel plant.

The officers from the
Industry department
informed that for estab-
lishing of integrated
Iron and Steel Plant by
NMDC, a total of 146.05
hect government land
has been given on lease
from Gram Nagarnar,
Kasturi, Aamaguda
and Manganpur and
other villages and
given it on 99 yr lease to
NMDC. The execution
of land records of this
146.05 hect land was
done on 14 March 2022.
On allotment of this
piece of land on lease,
the department earned
a ‘bhu-prabayaji’ and
security amount of Rs.
31.14 crore.

It is notable here that
NMDC has made an in-
vestment to the tune of
Rs 20000 crore for estab-
lishing of Nagarnar
Steel Plant in
Jagdalpur region and
on establishment of
this plant, around 10000
local people are expect-
ed to get benefitted ei-
ther directly or indi-
rectly.

NMDC given 146.05 hect
govt land on 99 yrs lease
 Ch’garh govt 

has not sold land
to NMDC

Raipur, Jun 01: 

Reserve Bank of India
inaugurated Financial
Literacy and Awareness
Campaign for SHG mem-
bers of Balod District on
Wednesday. The inaugura-
tion was done by Mrs.
Renee Ajith, Regional
Director, Reserve Bank of
India in the preseenc of
District Collector Mr.
Janmejay Mahobe and
Mrs. Suparna Tandon,
General Manager,
NABARD. For this cam-
paign, Balod district was
selected as the pilot dis-
trict out of 28 districts of
the state. As this district
has been selected by the
Reserve Bank of India to
enable digital payments. It
has already been selected
for which all the banks
have achieved about 90%
success. Under this cam-
paign, in the next six

months, the lead District
Manager, officials of
NABARD, officials of se-
lected banks, Financial
Literacy Center, Dondi
Lohara and representa-
tives of NRLM will offer
financial assistance and
awareness to the members
of self-help groups by or-
ganizing various pro-
grams .

This includes providing
them with more sustain-
able products and services
and Information regard-
ing redressal of their com-
plaints.

Collector, Mr. Janmejay
Mahobe said that this ini-
tiative has helped in creat-
ing a synergy between the
banks and self-help
groups. The transaction
will increase further and
have selected thanked
Reserve Bank of India for
selecting Balod district for
this campaign.

Financial Literacy Mission
inauguration held for SHG
members in Balod districtJanjgir-Champai, Jun 01:

Sakti Police took a
major action when they
nabbed four youths with
around 300 ATM cards
and cash of Rs 4.50 lakh
in their possession. The
accused had reportedly
taken out cash from ATM
in Sakti and were plan-
ning to run away late at
night.

The Police informed
that the four accused
nabbed are from

Malkharouda area and
taking many ATM cards
in their hand they had al-
ready withdrawn a huge
amount of cash worth
lakhs. The accused used
to do ATM forgery in a
smart manner, as they
first used to declare them-

selves as agent with fake
ID of Fino Bank and then
used to open their ac-
count in Fino bank with
assurance to provide
them amount under PM
Kissan Samman Nidhi
(PMKSN) for the poor and
farmers. After this they
used to register their
names with PM Kissan
Samman Nidhi and get it
linked with their Fino
Bank account and then
used to withdraw the
cash.

Four nabbed with 300 ATMs, cash of Rs 4.50 lakh
Forgery through fake ID of Fino Bank and cheating poor thru PMKSN

Couple dies in 
a hit-n-run case,

child survives
Raipur, Jun 01: Three
including mother and
father and their 1 yr
old child were coming
from Arang to Raipur
in their bike and when
they were badly hit by
a speeding vehicle
from behind. The im-
pact of collision was so
high that the bike got
badly damaged and the
couple were thrown on
the road and died on
the spot. But their one
yr old child narrowly
escaped unhurt. The
person has been identi-
fied as Rajendra
Kumar and was R/o
Tekari gaon Mandir
Hasoud.

The Police informed
that the youth was
wearing earplugs and
was driving the vehicle
and probably could not
hear the horn of the
speeding vehicle from
behind and lost his life
in a hit-n-run case.

It is notable here that
the road from Arang to
Raipur is a national
highway and for last
one week, four persons
have lost their life in
three road accidents.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0011::  The Chhattisgarh
Contractors Association is upset
with the attitude of the top offi-
cials of the construction depart-
ments. Even after the tender
process has come to a standstill
for the last 20 days, no decision
has been taken in the direction of
resolving the demands. In such a
situation, we are adopting a policy
of forcing the contractors to stop
the construction work. Once
again on June 3, a resolution to
take a big decision can be passed
in the state level meeting regard-
ing this matter. The State
President of the Association,
Biresh Shukla, has said in a state-
ment that top officials of the state
department have turned a deaf

ear to the problems faced by the
contractors of the state, whereas
it has been 19 days since the
memorandum of point-wise
demands was submitted by the
association. Despite this, till date
no proposal has been prepared for
redressal so that the state govern-
ment can positively address the
demands of the contractors. In
this situation contractor will take
decision unanimously to stop con-
traction work in the entire state.
State President of Contractors
Association, Biresh Shukla said
that on June 3, contractors from
all over the state will gather in the
capital, in which they can unani-
mously take a decision to stop the
construction works of all the

departments. Because so far no
time has been fixed for meeting of
office bearers of the Association
at Secretariat.  He said that asso-
ciation wants to make Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel aware of
its legitimate demands, so that
the development of the state can
be done faster instead of stop-
ping, but the serious issues of the
contractors are neither being
addressed nor resolved. As a
result, the entire tender process
in all the construction depart-
ments has come to a standstill
since May 14 and now the con-
tractors are being forced to stop
the construction works, for which
government administration  will
be entirely responsible.

State level meeting of Contractors 
on June 3, to boycott construction works
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Raipur, Jun 01: 

Higher Education
Minister  Umesh Patel has
said that opening new col-
leges in remote areas in
Bastar and Surguja divi-
sions of Chhattisgarh is a
priority, so that students
belonging to scheduled
tribe areas can get higher
education in their area.
Higher Education
Minister Patel was ad-
dressing the Higher
Education Council meet-
ing at Mahanadi
Mantralaya Bhawan here.
He asked the Vice
Chancellors of universi-
ties and principals of col-
leges present in the meet-
ing to start short term em-
ployment oriented cours-
es in their institutions,
which would benefit the
students of the state. He
also directed to impart
computer training to the
students in all undergrad-
uate and postgraduate
classes as per the action
plan. Higher Education
Minister Patel reviewed
the progress of evaluation
work of NAAC in govern-
ment colleges of the state
in the meeting. He said
that the work of NAAC
evaluation is being done

expeditiously in the col-
leges of the state. For  col-
leges remaining for
NAAC evaluation, the of-
ficials were instructed to
take necessary action to
fix the date of NAAC eval-
uation at the earliest. He
congratulated the officials
for the progress of NAAC
evaluation. In the meet-
ing, the work being done
in the field of higher edu-
cation under the New
Education Policy under
the Rashtriya Uchchatar
Shiksha Abhiyan was re-
viewed in detail. The
Higher Education
Minister directed the col-
leges of the state to take
necessary action to start
multi-faculty, employable
certificate, diploma and
PG diploma courses in

self-financing mode. He
said that the existing in-
stitutions based on single
subject should be upgrad-
ed into multidisciplinary
institutions. Emphasizing
on opening only multi-dis-
ciplinary institutions in
future, he talked about
opening multi-discipli-
nary colleges in Sukma,
Kondagaon, Dantewada,
Balrampur, Surajpur,
Koriya Pendra and
Jashpur Nagar on priori-
ty basis. He said that the
existing institutions
based on single subject
should be upgraded into
multidisciplinary institu-
tions. Emphasizing on
opening only multi-disci-
plinary institutions in fu-
ture, he talked about
opening multi-discipli-

nary colleges in Sukma,
Kondagaon, Dantewada,
Balrampur, Surajpur,
Koria, Pendra and
Jashpur Nagar on priori-
ty basis. The report of
the Working Committee
constituted regarding the
implementation of the
New Education Policy
2020 was also discussed.
The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary of Higher
Education Department
Mr. Bhuvnesh Yadav,
Commissioner of Higher
Education Mrs. Sharda
Verma, Vice Chancellor
of Pandit Ravi Shankar
Shukla University
Raipur Mr. Keshri Lal
Verma, Vice Chancellor
Bastar University, Mr.
Shailendra Kumar Singh,
Vice Chancellor Bilaspur
University, Mr. ADM
Vajpayee, Vice
Chancellor Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University Mr. Girish
Chandel Members of the
Chhattisgarh State
Council of Higher
Education, Dr. AT Dabke,
Mr. SN Agarwal, Dr.
Indra Mishra and other
members and senior offi-
cers of the Higher
Education Department
were present.

Opening of new colleges in 
Bastar, Surguja div a priority: Patel

Instructions for starting short term employment oriented courses in universities and colleges

Raipur, Jun 01: 

Amity School of
Languages, Amity
University Chhattisgarh
organized a five-day
Faculty Development
Program on ‘Cultural
Studies and
I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y
Literature’ from May 25 to
29 on virtual mode. The
aim of the FDP was to un-
derstand culture in all its
complex forms and
analyse the social and po-
litical contexts in which
culture manifests itself
with special reference to
English literature.

Prof (Dr) Sanjukta
Dasgupta, Professor and
Former Head, Dept of
English, Kolkata
University emphasized on
the ‘Texts and Contexts of
Real and Imagined
Women’. Swami

D i v y a g u n a n a n d a ,
Principal, Ramakrishna
Mission Ashram, Imphal,
Manipur, a branch of
Belur Math, Kolkata
talked about the perspec-
tives of Indian Scriptures
with special reference to
the ‘Enlightened
Citizenship and
Emotional Intelligence
Management’. Prof. (Dr.)
N.D.R. Chandra, Professor,
Department of English,
Nagaland (Central)
University, Kohima talked
about ‘Post humanism
and Lure to Immortality.’
Prof. (Dr.) Archana
Kumar, Professor,
Department of English,
Banaras Hindu
University, Varanasi
spoke on the topic ‘Women
and Orality’. Prof. (Dr.)

Indranil Acharya,
Professor, Department of
English, Vidyasagar
University, West Bengal
talked about the impor-
tance of the ‘Inclusion of
Indigenous Cultural Texts
in the Curriculum’.

Dr. Mohor
Daschaudhury, Head,
Department of Modern
Languages (French),
University of Calcutta
spoke on the feminist per-
spectives of the ‘Films of
Deepa Mehta. ’Prof.
Surajit C Mukhopadhyay,
Professor, Amity
University Chhattisgarh
discussed on ‘Hyper-tech-
nology and Contemporary
Society’ through the lens
of sociology. Prof. (Dr.) Iti
Roychowdhury, Professor,
Amity University Madhya

Pradesh discoursed on the
‘Gender Politics in
Literature and Media’. Dr.
Manjiree Atul Vaidya,
Associate Professor,
Amity University
Maharashtra, talked
about ‘Feministic
Approach in Cultural
Theory’.

The event was coordi-
nated by Dr. Indrani Singh
Rai, Head of the
Department and moderat-
ed by Dr. Suparna
Karkoon, Assistant
Professor, Amity Schoolof
Languages. Prof. Rajendra
Kumar Pandey, the Vice
Chancellor, and Prof. VS
Dahima, the Dy Pro Vice
Chancellor of the
University congratulated
the organizing team of the
Amity School of
Languages for the success-
ful conduction of the
event.

‘Five- day FDP on cultural studies and
interdisciplinary literature begins’

 At Amity School of Languages, Amity University 

Raipur, Jun 01: 

31st May is designated
as “World No Tobacco
Day” and several activi-
ties are held across the
world to spread aware-
ness about the harmful
effects of Tobacco.
Nicotine is highest addic-
tive substance humans
use. Thousands of young
people start smoking cig-
arettes every day.

Nearly 9 out of 10
smokers start smoking
before the age of 18 and
almost all start smoking
by age 26. On average,
smokers die 10 years ear-
lier than non-smokers.
Tobacco kills more than 8
million people each year,
translating to one smok-
ing-related death every
five seconds.

Tobacco is a risk factor
for several diseases, even
Congenital Heart Defects.
We at Sanjeevani during
counselling and impact
assessment interviews
observed that almost 70%
parents who took servic-
es here are consuming to-
bacco in one or another
form. Hence, Tobacco
Cessation Clinic has been

inaugurated at Sai
Sanjeevani Raipur centre
on 31st May 2022 in
Department of Public
Health by Chief guest
Neeraj Bansod, IAS,
Director, Health Services,

Chhattisgarh. Along with
him present were Dr
Shilpa Jain, Assistant
Professor, Government
Dental College, Raipur,
and Dr Kamlesh Jain,
Professor, Pt JNM

Medical College, Raipur
& Nodal officer for State
Tobacco Control
Program. This clinic will
provide free of cost coun-
selling service to all par-
ents of children with
CHD coming to hospital
for treatment and general
public from nearby vil-
lages.

The aim is to spread
awareness about ill ef-
fects of tobacco in its var-
ious forms and especially
focus on youth and pre-
vent new users and help
all addicts in leaving this
harmful behaviour.

As consumption of to-
bacco or related products,
smoking, etc. is not al-
lowed on campus, oppor-
tunity of this positive at-
mosphere may lead to
their behaviour modifica-
tion under proper guid-
ance. Training of staff
for tobacco cessation
counselling has been
done.

Dr. Shruti Prabhu,
Head, Public Health gave
a comprehensive
overview of the activities
envisaged for tobacco
control in the hospital
and community.

Tobacco Cessation Clinic initiated
in Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Hospital 

Niraj Bansod,IAS,inaugurating the Tobacco Cessation Clinic

Dr. Shruti Prabhu presenting an overview of the programme.

Raipur, Jun 01: State
Panchayat and Rural
Development Minister, T.S.
Singhdeo observed the ma-
terials made by women of
self-help groups of the dis-
trict in the district pan-
chayat premises on the
second day of his
Mahasamund stay. During
this, after discussing with
the women self group
members, he also inquired
about the supply of raw
materials, their sale and
earnings from them for
preparing these goods.
Singhdeo appreciated the
clay items, laddus, papad,
badi, turmeric powder,

chili powder, coriander
powder, decoration item,
pickle, soap, phenol, hand
made items by different
groups of the district
formed under the National
Rural Livelihood Mission.
Anothers items Sanitizer,
hand wash, toilet cleaner,
washing powder, incense
sticks, pens, mobile purs-
es, footpads, bangles, cush-
ions, khus and bamboo
materials made by SHG
members were also appre-
ciated. He praised the ded-
ication and skill of women
and encouraged them to
sell more and more goods
made by them.

Singhdeo appreciates 
materials made by the WSHGs

Got information about the sale of ready-made materials by the groups

Bilaspur, Jun 01:

Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
(Central) Bilaspur in
order to make the con-
cept of environment pro-
tection and pollution
free university a reality,
the Vice-Chancellor of
Guru Ghasidas
University, Dr. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, in
keeping with his
Herculean effort to make
the university a green
university (pollution
free), insisted on the util-
ity of bicycle to every
person in the campus.
For this, all the people of
the university were mo-

tivated to become a par-
ticipant in this great
plan. Inspired by this
initiative, Dr. Ashish
Kumar Parashar, a
teacher of the universi-
ty, provided assistance
for procuring two bicy-
cles for the university
only for commuting in
the campus in memory
of his parents, Nirmala
Parashar and Dr. S.
Parashar. For this, the
V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r ,
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal, Registrar,
Prof. Shailendra Kumar,
and Finance Officer,
Prof. Sharad Chandra
Srivastava thanked Dr.
Parashar.

Green Initiative of Bicycle
Commute in Campus

Raipur, Jun 01:

Chairing a time-limit
meeting at Red Cross
Meeting Hall in the
Collectorate here today
the Collector Sourabh
Kumar inquired about
the progress of the sur-
vey of Rajiv Gandhi
Ashray Yojana (RGAY)
and said that the survey
work should be complet-
ed at the earliest so as to
immediately publish the
list.

The Collector asked
the officials to be updat-
ed regarding the visit of
the Chief Minister to the
district in the near fu-
ture. He inquired about
the applications received
and action taken for re-
dressal on these applica-

tions at rural revenue
camps being set up in all
the tehsil villages of the
district and said that the
work of issuing certifi-
cates should be complet-
ed.

The Collector asked
the officers to give high-
est priority to the dispos-
al of the applications re-
ceived in Chief Minister
Jan Chaupal, Collector
Jan Chaupal and direct-
ed to resolve the pending
cases of their respective
departments immediate-
ly. He asked the depart-
mental officers and sub-
divisional magistrates to
give priority to the
works of Jal Jeevan
Mission.

The Collector dis-
cussed with the officers
the cases which have to
be resolved within time
limit. Such cases includ-

ed applications pertain-
ing to ownership right
on slum pattas, allot-
ment of government
land and rehabilitation,
allotment of nazul land
and rehabilitation, appli-
cations pertaining to
making abadi patta free
hold, status of income
received through sale of
properties of civic bod-
ies, establishment of
rain water harvesting
system, progress of the
work of setting up rural
industrial park, regular-
isation of illegal con-
struction, regularisa-
tion of commercial ac-
tivities on residential
land, development of
commercial plots and
sale of commercial
plots. The Collector
took note of information
about Chief Minister
Mitan Yojana, Mitan

Call Center and toll free
number 14545 of the cen-
ter, making and distrib-
uting certificates of in-
come, caste, residence
etc.

in revenue camps. He
told the officials about
the compensation
amount to be given to
the relatives of those
died of COVID-19. He
also took note of the sta-
tus of seed storage and
preparations for Kharif
crop.

On this occasion Chief
Executive Officer of
District Panchayat Shri
Mayank Chaturvedi,
Additional Collector
Sarv Shri Gopal Verma,
BC Sahu, BB Panchbhai,
NR Sahu, Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Revenue
along with officers of
various departments
were present.

Survey of RGAY be completed soon: Collector

 In the TL meeting

Raipur, Jun 01:

The office bearers of the
Central Committee of
Raipur-Dubelia Teli Sahu
Samaj had gone to Raipur,
K h a i r a g a r h ,
Chhuikhadan, Gandai,
Dhamdha and Bhilai to
Naya Raipur on Monday,
May 30, at 2 pm for social
work, after the completion
of the work, they visited
Naya Raipur for about
three hours and seeing the
development works they
were all praise for the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment. President

Shivkumar Sahu said that
very soon a new city will
be seen, the principal pa-
tron Ramsukh Sahu
Secretary Maniram Sahu
Vice President Tekchand
Sahu CR Sahu
Badriprasad Sahu Brajlal
Sahu Bhagwatprasad
Sahu Bhagwat Sahu
Krishna Kumar Sahu
Dharampal Sahu
Daleshwar Sahu Keshav
Sahu Media in-charge
Uttam Kumar Sahu and
all other officials praised
the development of gov-
ernment at public social
level.

Dubelia Sahu society praises
development of Naya Raipur

Bilaspur, Jun 01: Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya, (Central) Bilaspur, with reference to Rolling
Advertisement No. 3310/Recruitment/Admn./2022 dated Aug 24-2022, the last date for submission of on-
line applications for various posts in the following subjects is June 6, 2022. Anthropology, Department of
Biotechnology, Botany, Chemical Engineering, Computer Science Engineering, Chemistry, Civil
Engineering, Department of Commerce, Computer Science Engineering, Department of Economics,
Department of Education, Computer Science Engineering, Electronics and Communication
Engineering, English, Forensic Science, Department of Forestry, Human Resource Centre, Industrial
and Production Engineering, Information Technology Engineering, Journalism and Mass
Communication Department, Law Department, Library Information Science Department, Management
Studies, Mathematics, Mechanical Engineering, Pharmacy, Department of Applied Physics, Political
Science, Rural Technology Department, Zoology, Social Work Department. For more details, please visit
the University website www.ggu.ac.

Last date for applications till June 6



Central Chronicle News

Nandini-Ahiwara, June
01: In Panchdevari
Panchayat under Ahiwara
assembly constituency, the
residents of the village, in-
cluding the sarpanch, led
by former MLA Ahiwara,
lodged a protest against
not been allotted houses
under Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojna (PMAY).

According to informa-
tion, there are 288 BPL
card holders in the village,
who have not got accom-
modation till date.
Ahiwara Municipality
President Natwar
Tamrakar, State Working
Committee member
BJYM Dau Anand

Tamrakar, BJP Yuva
Morcha Mandal President
Pravesh Sharma, Yuva
Morcha Mandal General
Secretary Rahul Chandel,
Sarpanch Satkumari

Sonke, Deputy Sarpanch
Rajni A large number of
villagers including Yadav,
Panch Devendra Lahare,
Mohit Manikpuri, Rajulal
Jangde, Izhar Ali, Pramila

Pathak, Laxmi Baghel,
Figeswari Markande,
Shailendra Joshi, Ramsila
Bharti, Ramswaroop
Vishwakarma, Suresh
Joshi were present.

Married women
observe ‘Vat Savitri’ fest

Central Chronicle News

Masturi, June 01: On
Monday, women wor-
shiped the Banyan tree by
keeping a fast for the long
life and health of their
husbands. On this day,
women keep a fast for the
long life of their hus-
bands. The women started
gathering near the banyan
tree from the morning it-
self with sixteen adorn-
ments in the plate for the
worship of sixteen adorn-

ments.
As large number of

women arrived, wishing
for the viva and health of
their honey, duly circum-
ambulating the raw molly
thread thread 108 times in
the banyan tree, duly
wishing for the protection
and long life of the honey.

On Monday, on the occa-
sion of Amavasya, women
also offered prayers to the
Peepal tree. Even after
sunny weather and
scorching sun, the women

maintained patience.
This festival was ob-

served by the women of
Masturi-Kirari and near-
by places. On this day, the
married women after wor-
ship donated sixteen
makeup items and prasad
to the unmarried girls.
The married women who
observed a fast, returned
home after worshiping
and only after offering
prasad to their husbands
and taking fruit prasad
themselves, broke the fast.

Beautification of ‘Sewtatola’ 
pond hangs in fire!

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, June 01:
The beautification of
Sewtatola pond in the
city for recreation and
outing of the denizens is
going on at snail's pace
for the last few years.
With news about start of
its beautification, the
people were having lots of
expectations that they
will be having a better
place for evening or
morning walk and for
outing as well.

But due to lackadaisi-
cal an attitude on part of
the Nagar Panchayat and
its working, the beautifi-
cation of the pond is still
hanging in fire and peo-
ple are made to wait, for
time still unknown. Last
year in the cleaning work
undertaken in this pond,
saplings of costly plants
were planted and which
have turned dry by now.

At the same time the
amount of sanction for
its beautification work

was increased due to
extra work this year, but
till date it has not seen
light of the day.

It is notable here that
last year by carrying out
cleaning of entire water
from the 'Sewtatola' pond,
cleaning of hyacinths
and other garbage was re-
moved and on arrival of
the monsoon many costly
saplings were planted
nearby and probably it
was the first step towards
pond beautification.

Along with this the
work of construction of
retaining wall of the

pond was also started,
but a long time has lapse
since it started and still
remains incomplete. At
the same time with filling
of water near the ponds
and in its middle, majori-
ty of the saplings planted
have died due to lack of
maintenance and care.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that the work of
plantation of saplings
was started on large scale
and the denizens of city
took part in it, but now if
one visit the pond, there
is just lot of filth and
garbage all around the

pond and set aside walk-
ing, it is not even worth
paying a visit once!

How much sanctioned:
As per information in

this regard, during BJP's
rule, in 2016-17 a sanction
of Rs 50 lakh was made
from the state- sponsored
project for beautification
work and cleaning of
pond 'Sewtatola'. Three
years after the sanction,
when the deepening work
of the pond started, the
denizens of city were
very much enthusiastic
about the plantation and
deepening and cleaning

work in the pond. But
after last year's rain, en-
tire work has come to a
standstill and this year
there is hardly any work
being undertaken.
What all is to be made

As per information
about the beautification
of 'Sewtatola' pond,
around Rs 25 lakh has
been proposed for its
beautification and for
which the administration
sanction was granted five
year back on 16 May 2017.

This included construc-
tion of three pathways,
tow-wall- pitching, waste
water inlet outlet; path-
ways for beatification;
lighting, plantation and
cleaning of the pond and
dressing of the surface.

Presently the work of
construction of road,
lighting and other works
are pending in this pond
and which could not see
the light of the days this
year, as the monsoon is
fast approaching the state
by this month end.
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Despite sanction twice, works still pending, denizens unhappy

Villagers lodge protest against 
not allotted accommodation

p Under PMAY

Villagers protest felling of trees 
for PEKB phase-II coal mining

Central Chronicle News

Ambikapur, June 01:
Amid ongoing protest
against clearance to coal
mines in the biodiversity-
rich Hasdeo Arand region
of Chhattisgarh, the state
forest department on
Monday started cutting
trees for the second phase
of mining in Parsa East
Kente Basan (PEKB) coal
mine there.

However, the exercise
was halted after a large
number of villagers staged
a protest against the move.
While villagers claimed
around 250 trees were
chopped, officials said 50-60
trees were axed before the
exercise was stopped.

In March this year, the
state government had
granted final approval for

non-forestry use of forest
land for PEKB phase-II coal
mining in Surguja district.
The forest department
started felling trees in
Pendramar forest adjoin-
ing Ghatbarra village this
morning during which sev-
eral villagers reached there
opposing the exercise,
Surguja Additional
Superintendent of Police
Vivek Shukla said. In view
of the protest and to avoid
law and order situation, the
tree felling was stopped and
villagers were pacified, he
added. Ghatbarra villages
sarpanch Jainandan Porte
claimed the permission for
phase-II of the PEKB mine
was given based on fake
gram sabha consent docu-
ments.

"The gram sabha for the
PEKB stage II was held in

2019, official information of
which was not given to
Ghatbarra villagers at that
time. In fact, the attendance
register of that gram sabha
bears the signatures of
three residents of the vil-
lage, who had died before
2019. That gram sabha was
totally fake but, unfortu-
nately, based on it clear-
ance was given for mining.
We have demanded a probe
into it, he alleged.
Convener of Chhattisgarh
Bachao Andolan (CBA)
Alok Shukla said Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi re-
cently said in Cambridge
that he has a problem with
the approval given to min-
ing in Hasdeo Arand in his
party-ruled state, but de-
spite that surprisingly the
cutting of trees started.
"Last month, the forest de-

partment started the same
exercise for Parsa coal
mine project, and that too
was thwarted by villagers.
The state government is ig-
noring the welfare of trib-
als, Shukla, whose CBA has
been fighting for tribal
rights and environment
conservation, said. Mining
in the ecologically sensitive
Hasdeo Arand region
would result in destruction
of 1,70,000 hectares of
forests and trigger human-
elephant conflicts, he
claimed.

Both Parsa and PEKB
coal blocks are part of the
Hasdeo Arand region in
Surguja division and were
allotted to Rajasthan Rajya
Vidyut Utpadan Nigam
Limited (RRVUNL).

Clerk turns magistrate in the
absence of Nayab Tehsildar

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, June 01: The
office of Nayab Tehsildar of
Fingeshwar, saw a new offi-
cer handling the proceed-
ings of the office, when a
clerk or babu posted here
was seen handling official
work while sitting on the
chair of the Nayab
Tehsildar who went on leave
due to health reasons. As
per information, on Friday,
Nayab Tehsildar
Ghanshyam Janghel took
leave due to health reasons,
but Gulshan Sahu, the
Assistant Grade 3 clerk post-
ed in the office, settled the

proceedings of the office as
Naib Tehsildar himself.
Many villagers present in
the office who had come that
day to present their argu-
ments, considering Gulshan
Sahu as the Nayab
Tehsildar, started present-
ing their arguments, but the
matter went viral when
some people recognized the
clerk. When information

was taken from Avinash
Bhoi, Divisional SDM, he
said that the clerk will be is-
sued a show cause notice,
calling it serious negligence
in government work.
According to residents, in-
discipline in Fingeshwar
Nayab Tehsildar's office, ir-
responsible behavior and
many types of complaints
from villagers are not new
since for almost 8-10 years
this office has always been
in discussion. The residents
of Fingeshwar have de-
manded the appointment of
a competent officer accord-
ing to the rules to check the
prevailing in the office.

Confusion over rumours of recognition of
manual income-caste certificate curtailed

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, June 01:
Rumours that the recog-
nition of manual income-
caste and domicile cer-
tificates will expire with-
in two months has creat-
ed a stir among educated
youth and after hearing
the news, there is a rush
in public service and
choice centers to make
certificates online.

As a result of this,
more than 400 certifi-
cates are reaching the
Dhamtari Tehsil office
every day for verifica-
tion, which has increased

the workload on the offi-
cers.

It is noteworthy that in
order to bring trans-
parency in the govern-
ment work, the state gov-
ernment has provided
online facility for making
other certificates includ-
ing income, caste and res-
idence and under this,
now educated youth do
not have to make rounds
of the Tehsil office for
making certificates.

Meanwhile, rumors
about manual income,
caste and residence proof
have become hot in the
city and according to

sources, if the manual
certificate is not made
online among the youth;
there are rumors of its
cancellation within two
months.

After the spread of
such news, there has
been a stir among the ed-
ucated youth and they
are verifying this news
by visiting Lok Seva
Kendra and Choice
Centers.

According to an infor-
mation, so far 99 thou-
sand 728 applications
have been received for in-
come certificate in
Dhamtari tehsil, out of

which 98 thousand 461
have been approved.

49 thousand 647 appli-
cations have been re-
ceived for residence cer-
tificate, out of this 44
thousand 558 have been
approved. Similarly, out
of 35 thousand 195 appli-
cations for backward
class certificate, 28 thou-
sand 533 have been ap-
proved.

What officer says
"No such order has

been issued by the gov-
ernment so far. The
youth need not panic."

- Ketan Bhoyar,
Tehsildar Dhamtari

DANCE PERFORMANCE

Students perform a dance during Pravesanolsavam, a programme welcoming the new students to the schools in
Kerala, at a school in Kozhikode, Wednesday.
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BRIEF

Congress candidate 

 New Delhi: Name of
Congress candidate
for by-elections to
Rajinder Nagar as-
sembly seat, slated to
be held on June 23,
will be announced in a
day or two, party’s
Delhi unit president
Anil Kumar said on
Wednesday. “Two
rounds of meetings
have been held with
senior party members
about the possible
names of the candi-
dates. We are also
looking into the sug-
gestions given by vari-
ous party members
and workers,”
Kumar told PTI.

Money laundering 
 New Delhi: The ED

has attached at least 33
bank accounts of
Islamist organisation
PFI and a linked organ-
isation called Rehab
India Foundation as
part of an anti-money
laundering investiga-
tion against them, offi-
cials said on
Wednesday. The ac-
counts hold more than
Rs 68 lakh. The orders
have been issued under
the Prevention of
Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), the offi-
cials said.

Monsoon session 
 Kolkata: West Bengal

Assembly Speaker
Biman Banerjee on
Wednesday said its
monsoon session is
likely to begin from
June 10. Banerjee said
the duration of the
session is yet to be de-
cided, and a call on
that will be taken at
an all party meeting
next week. The mon-
soon session is likely
to begin from June 10.
Several important
bills are expected to be
tabled during the ses-
sion, he told PTI.

Farmhouses razed 
 Noida: Over 50 farm-

houses that had come
up illegally along the
Yamuna floodplains
in Noida in Uttar
Pradesh were razed
down during a major
anti-encroachment
drive on Wednesday,
officials said. The de-
molished properties
were located in an
area spanning 1,45,000
sq metre and estimat-
ed to be costing
around Rs 55 crore,
the Noida Authority
officials said. “Any
type of construction
is prohibited in the
(Yamuna) floodplains
area in Noida.

Mundka fire
 New Delhi:Family

members of those
killed in the Mundka
fire tragedy held a
protest on
Wednesday and de-
manded that the re-
mains of their loved
ones should be imme-
diately be handed
over to them.“Why
are we being pun-
ished?” asked brother
of Asha, a victim, as
he along with other
families gathered
outside the building
where the fire erupt-
ed to protest against
the “inaction” of au-
thorities.

Tibetan spiritual leader
Dalai Lama arrives for a
preaching session at the
Tsuglakhang temple, at

McLeod Ganj in Dharamsala,
Wednesday.

New Delhi/Lucknow,
Jun 01 (PTI): Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh
Yadav on Wednesday met
senior party leader Azam
Khan at Delhi’s Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital, a meeting
that came amid specula-
tions of a rift between
both leaders.

The meeting lasted for
nearly two and a half
hours and according to
sources, both leaders dis-
cussed the bypolls to the
Rampur Lok Sabha seat,
vacated by Khan after he
was elected to the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly earlier
this year. The meeting be-
tween both leaders took
place after a long time,
with Khan’s close associ-
ates earlier accusing

Yadav of ignoring the sen-
ior party leader when he
was lodged in the UP’s
Sitapur jail. Khan was
granted bail by the

Supreme Court last month
after he spent over two
years in the jail. The sen-
ior leader was admitted to
the Medicine Department

of the the Delhi hospital
on Sunday for a routine
check-up. “Akhilesh Yadav
visited the hospital and
met Azam Khan, who is
admitted to the facility,” a
hospital source said. The
Khan’s condition is “per-
fectly stable”, hospital
sources said. In a tweet,
Yadav said, “Praying for
good health...get well
soon.” Yadav met the sen-
ior leader for the first time
after visiting him in the
Sitapur jail in the initial
days of his imprisonment
in 2020. The SP supremo
not visiting Khan was re-
sented by the senior
leader’s supporters, lead-
ing to speculations that all
is not well between both
leaders.

Akhilesh discusses bypolls to
Rampur Lok Sabha seat with Azam New Delhi, Jun 01 (PTI):

The BJP on Wednesday
appointed Union minis-
ters Narendra Singh
Tomar and Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat as its
in-charge for Rajya Sabha
polls in Rajasthan and
Haryana respectively, two
states which are headed
for a keen contest with
the entry of independents
backed by the party and
its allies.

The party also appoint-
ed Union ministers
Ashwini Vaishnaw and G
Kishan Reddy as in-
charge for Rajya Sabha
elections in Maharashtra
and Karnataka, two other
states headed for a con-
test with the number of
candidates more than the
seats at stake.

Polls will be held for
four seats in Rajasthan,
six in Maharashtra, four
in Karnataka and two in
Haryana on June 10.

Looking to gain from
discontent within the
ranks of the Congress in
several states over the
party’s choice of “out-
sider” candidates, the
BJP has lent support to
media baron Subhash
Chandra in Rajasthan
while its ally JJP has ex-
tended support to
Kartikeya Sharma, son of
influential politician
Venod Sharma, in
Haryana.

The BJP has fielded
three candidates from
Maharashtra while the
ruling alliance of Shiv
Sena, Congress and NCP
has four, with the two ri-

vals looking to outma-
noeuvre each other in
cornering additional
votes required to make
their third nominee win.

In Karnataka, all the
three political parties in
the state - BJP (3),
Congress (2) and JD(S) (1)
- have fielded candidates,
forcing an election.

The BJP on Wednesday
also named its in-charges
for assembly bypolls to
four seats in Tripura.

Its national general sec-
retary Kailash
Vijayvargiya, Assam gov-
ernment minister Ashok
Singhal and Jayanta
Malla Baruah, political
secretary to Assam chief
minister, will spearhead
the party’s campaign for
the bypolls scheduled for
June 23.

BJP puts Union ministers in charge
for Rajya Sabha polls in four states

Amaravati, June 01 (PTI):

Andhra Pradesh
Water Resources
Minister Ambati
Rambabu asserted on
Wednesday that there
was no deadline to com-
plete the Polavaram
multipurpose project.

The previous
Chandrababu Naidu
government planned to
complete the project by
June 2019 but, upon as-
suming power in May
2019, the Jagan govern-
ment first set December
2022 as the deadline for
completion of
Polavaram (irrigation
c o m p o n e n t ) .
Subsequently, it reset
the deadline to June

2023, after the reverse
tendering process was
brought in. After releas-
ing irrigation water to
the Godavari Delta on
Wednesday, the state
Water Resources
Minister said the
Polavaram project might
take a long time for com-
pletion.

There is no deadline
whatsoever Polavaram.
It may take a very long
time, like any such
major project. We will
do it in a phased man-
ner, the minister told re-
porters in
Dowaleswaram. He
pointed out that the first
phase of the project it-
self was not done so far.
We are trying desperate-

ly to complete the Phase-
1 before the elections
(due in April 2024),
Rambabu said.

He claimed that the
damage caused to the di-
aphragm wall due to
heavy floods in Godavari
was the cause for delay
in Polavaram works.
Damage to the di-
aphragm wall is a dan-
gerous signal. Experts
are breaking their heads
on whether the existing
diaphragm wall should
be repaired or a new one
built, the Minister said.

The lower cofferdam
has to be first completed
this season ahead of
rains before the di-
aphragm wall was con-
structed, he added.

‘No deadline for
Polavaram completion’

Samajwadi Party President Akhilesh Yadav visits party MLA
Azam Khan, at the Sir Ganga Ram Hospital in New Delhi.

Lucknow, Jun 01

(PTI):

Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra arrived here on
Wednesday to attend a
two-day ‘Nav Sankalp
Shivir’ to discuss the
strategy for the party’s
revival in Uttar Pradesh
after its drubbing in the
recent state polls.

During her visit,
Vadra will also address
Congress workers, party
spokesperson Uma
Shankar Pandey said.

Besides office-bearers
of the Uttar Pradesh
Congress, all district
and city presidents,
MLAs, former MLAs
and party candidates for
the Assembly polls and
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions will attend the
‘Nav Sankalp Shivir’
which will conclude on

Thursday. Vadra had ac-
tively campaigned for
the Congress in the state

polls but the party only
won two of the 403 seats.

At a similar conclave
in Rajasthan’s Udaipur
in May, the Congress an-
nounced wide-ranging
organisational reforms
to make the party battle-
ready for the next round
of assembly and Lok
Sabha polls in the coun-
try.

The party announced
enforcing the ‘one fami-
ly, one ticket’ rule with
exception to be made
only when another fami-
ly member has been
working in the party for
at least five years.

It also decided that no
person should hold one
party position for more
than five years to give
opportunity to new peo-
ple and that it will pro-
vide 50 per cent repre-
sentation to those below
50 years of age at all lev-
els of the organisation.

Priyanka Gandhi arrives in Lucknow
for Congress’  ‘Nav Sankalp Shivir’

AICC General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 

arrives at the Chaudhary
Charan Singh Airport, in
Lucknow, Wednesday.

Thiruvananthapuram,
Jun 01 (PTI): A double-
decker bus, belonging to
the Kerala State
Transport Corporation
(KSTRC), is now a class-
room and a place for
recreation for students
of the Government
Lower Primary School
here.

The two-tier classroom
has been created out of
one of two decrepit low-
floor buses out of hun-
dreds meant to be
scrapped by the State-
run transport body. The
bus was donated to the
school located within the
campus of the
Government Teachers
Training Institute (TTI)
at Manacaud.

The classroom on
wheels has a TV, air-con-
ditioner, chairs with
multi-coloured tables,
benches, and shelves for
books, but the steering

wheel and the driver’s
seat have been retained
so that children can play
as if they were driving
the bus.

The upper tier is de-
signed for reading and
recreation.

The sides of the bus
sport a light-blue and
yellow colour with draw-
ings of birds, trees, ani-
mals and books, among
others — a lively attrac-
tion for the pre-primary
students who would have
the opportunity to use
this classroom as
schools reopen on
Wednesday after a over
2-year-long hiatus due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

On May 17, State
Transport Minister
Antony Raju agreed to
provide the two buses to
the government school.

The Minister, in a
lighter vein, said now no
one should say they only

want low-floor buses, not
buildings to hold classes.

Later speaking to re-
porters, Raju had said
building a classroom
from scratch costs crores
of rupees, while convert-
ing the bus into a class-
room would cost less.
For KSRTC, it is a negli-
gible loss.

According to a state-
ment from the KSRTC in
the Kerala High Court
last month, it has
around 239 low-floor
rear-engine buses lying
unused in its depots.

The 239 buses are
more than nine years old
and have run over 5 lakh
kilometers and there-
fore, the corporation has
decided to scrap them.
KSRTC told the court, in
response to a PIL (public
interest litigation) alleg-
ing that around 2,800
such buses were lying
unused in depots.

Double-decker bus turned 
into classroom in govt school

Ahmedabad, Jun 01 (PTI):

Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan and educa-
tion ministers from
states and Union
Territories arrived in
G u j a r a t ’ s
Gandhinagar city on
Wednesday to take
part in the two-day
National Education
Ministers’ Conference.

While the confer-
ence will take place at
Mahatma Mandir, a
convention centre in
Gandhinagar, on
Thursday, Pradhan
along with education
ministers of different
states and UTs, includ-
ing Delhi minister
Manish Sisodia, will
visit different institu-

tions during the day,
an official release stat-
ed. After their arrival,
Pradhan and others,
accompanied by
Gujarat Minister Jitu
Vaghani, visited Vidya
Samiksha Kendra
(VSK), a command-
and-control centre for
monitoring activities
of schools in
Gandhinagar, it said.

VSK is essentially a
surveillance system
that monitors enrol-
ment, attendance,
drop-out ratio in
schools and also
keeps tabs on activi-
ties and performance
of teachers and their
supervising staff. The
dele gation then
went to city-based
B h a s k a r a c h a r y a

National Institute for
Space Applications
and Geo-infor matics
or BISAG, a state-
level agency that pro-
vides services and so-
lutions in implement-
ing map-based
G e o S p a t i a l
Information Systems.

Among other things,
BISAG’s satellite com-
munication network
is utilised by the state
gover nment to pro-
vide online education,
the release said. Later
in the day, the delega-
tion will  visit  the
campuses of National
Forensic Science
University (NFSU)
and Inter national
Automobile Centre of
Excellence (iACE), it
was stated.

Education ministers arrive
in Gujarat for conference

New Delhi, Jun 1 (PTI):

Anguished over “tar-
geted” killing of many
Kashmiri Pandits in the
Valley, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday
demanded that they
should be given ade-
quate security and their
voices should not be
“quelled”.

In an online press
briefing, he also said
that terrorist forces
don’t want communal
amity in Jammu &
Kashmir as members of
the Kashmiri Pandit
community are being
“targeted and killed”, in
a reminder of what hap-
pened in the 90s.

He also said that 16
Kashmiri Pandits have
been killed this year.

“I demand Kashmiri
Pandits be given ade-
quate security and and
their voices should not
be quelled. They should
be allowed to establish
their homes in their ‘jan-
mabhoomi’ (birth
place),” Kejriwal said.

“It is my appeal to the
Centre that to help
Kashmiti Pandits settle
in Kashmir, we will all
have to work together,
and we are ready to play
whatever role we can,”
he said.

Protests against the
killing of a Hindu
schoolteacher in Kulgam
continued to rock sever-
al parts of Jammu,
Samba and Kathua dis-
tricts of Jammu and
Kashmir on the second
consecutive day on
Wednesday.

Sakinaka rape-murder case

Prosecution seeks
capital punishment

for convict
Mumbai, Jun 01 (PTI): The prose-
cution on Wednesday demanded
capital punishment for the 45-
year-old man who had raped and
murdered a 34-year-old woman
in Sakinaka area in Mumbai by
inserting a rod in her private
parts last September, saying this
offence falls under the “rarest of
rare” category. The accused,
Mohan Chauhan, was convicted
under various provisions of the
Indian Penal Code for rape and
murder on May 30 by additional
sessions judge, (Dindoshi court)
H C Shende. The court is likely to
decide on his sentencing on
Thursday. “This is an offence
against a woman and that too a
woman belonging to a scheduled
caste that makes it more seri-
ous,” advocate Mahesh Mule,
appearing for the prosecution,
argued in the court on
Wednesday. “This is a gruesome,
diabolical attack on a hapless,
lonely woman at odd hours of
the night, thereby raising fear
for woman’s safety in a metro-
politan city like Mumbai,” he
added.

Kejriwal demands 
adequate security for Kashmiri 

Pandits in Valley

Many problems will

ease if PM Modi drops

his ego: Sanjay Raut

Pune, Jun 01 (PTI):
Many problems can be
solved if Prime Minister
Narendra Modi drops his
ego, Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut suggested on
Wednesday. Raut was ad-
dressing a gathering at the
inauguration of Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar
Sanskrutik Bhavan in
Pune. “Only one message
of Gautam Buddha should
be kept in mind and that is
to leave the ego. The peo-
ple who dropped their ego
have become victorious (in
life). But some people nur-
ture ego. If the ego is set
aside, then many issues
plaguing society, the state
and the country will be
solved. Someone should
convey this to Narendra
Modi,” the Sena MP said.

Speaking about the up-
coming elections to vari-
ous municipal corpora-
tions in Maharashtra,
Raut referred to Hanuman
Chalisa.

RS polls: Independent
candidate Manoj

Joshi’s nomination
papers rejected 

JJaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0011  ((PPTTII)):: The nomi-
nation of independent candi-
date Manoj Kumar Joshi for
Rajya Sabha polls from
Rajasthan was on Wednesday
rejected by election authorities.
With this, five candidates -
three of the Congress and one
from the BJP and independent
candidate Subhash Chandra -
remain in the fray for four
seats. “‘Six candidates had filed
nominations. After the scrutiny
on Wednesday, the nomination
papers filed by independent
candidate Manoj Kumar Joshi
was cancelled as they were
incomplete,” the returning offi-
cer for the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions in Rajasthan, Dr. Jogaram,
said. Of the remaining five can-
didates, nomination papers of
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
Ghanshyam Tiwari and inde-
pendent candidate Subhash
Chandra, Indian National
Congress’s Randeep Singh
Surjewala, Mukul Wasnik and
Pramod Kumar Tiwari were
found correct, he said.
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POLL RESULTS

The ruling People Power Partys members and lawmakers react as they watch monitors broadcasting the results of
exit polls for the local elections to elect mayors, governors, council members and education superintendents
nationwide at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Terrorist arrested 

Copenhagen:
Norway’s domestic se-
curity agency said
Wednesday that a
man has been arrest-
ed in Oslo on suspi-
cion of taking part in
a terror organization,
and that another per-
son identified as a
Norwegian student
has been arrested in
Bulgaria in a coordi-
nated action. The sus-
pect placed in custody
in the Norwegian cap-
ital will face a pre-
trial custody hearing
later Wednesday fol-
lowing his arrest a
day earlier.

Sichuan quake
Beijing: A 6.1-magni-
tude earthquake rat-
tled the southwestern
Chinese province of
Sichuan on
Wednesday, the China
Earthquake Networks
Centre (CENC) said.
No casualties have
been reported so far.
The earthquake
struck Lushan county
of Ya’an City at 5:00
pm local time. The
epicentre, with a
depth of 17 km, was
monitored at 30.37 de-
grees north latitude
and 102.94 degrees
east longitude, the
state-run Xinhua
news agency report-
ed, quoting CENC.

Palestinian killed
Jerusalem: Israeli
troops shot and killed
a knife-wielding
Palestinian woman in
the occupied West
Bank on Wednesday,
the Palestinian
Health Ministry said.
The Israeli military
said that an assailant
armed with a knife
approached a soldier
conducting routine
security activity
north of the West
Bank city of Hebron
and that soldiers
opened fire. It said
that no soldiers were
hurt in the incident.

Princess dead 
Madrid: Spanish po-
lice have found a 46-
year-old former
princess of Qatar dead
in her bed at home in
southern Spain, au-
thorities said
Wednesday. Kasia
Gallanio was found
dead Sunday morning
in her apartment in
Marbella, a Malaga
province a police
spokeswoman said.
Police went to the
house after receiving a
call from one of
Gallanio’s daughters in
France, who said her
mother had not been
returning calls, the
spokeswoman said.

Singapore, Jun 01 (PTI):

An Indian-origin
Malaysian truck driver
was fined over USD 3,600
on Wednesday for smug-
gling two reticulated
pythons into Singapore
from southern Malaysia.
Pulenthiran Palaniappan,
51, was fined after he plead-
ed guilty to one count of
importing a protected
species without a permit,
Channel News Asia report-
ed. Two more charges of
failing to take reasonable
steps to ensure the pythons
were not transported in a
safe manner were consid-
ered for sentencing.
Reticulated python is a
python species native to
South and Southeast Asia.
It is the world’s longest
snake. In several countries,
it is hunted for its skin, for
use in traditional medi-
cine, and for sale as pets.
The reptiles were seized on
April 7 by Immigration and

Checkpoints Authority of-
ficers who inspected a
Malaysia-registered con-
tainer truck driven by
Palaniappan. The two
pythons were euthanised
after they were found to
have severe, chronic and ir-
reversible health condi-
tions.

They were found hidden
in cloth bundles in a
Styrofoam box concealed
in an overhead compart-
ment above the driver’s
seat. Investigations re-
vealed that Palaniappan
agreed to help a man in
Malaysia deliver the ani-
mals to an unknown recipi-
ent in Singapore. He was to
be paid Malaysian Ringgit
300 (USD 68 approx) for the
job. He collected the box
containing the reptiles in
Johor Bahru on April 7, as
he intended to deliver ce-
ment to a company in
Singapore that day. After
the seizure at night, the
pythons were brought to

Singapore’s Mandai
Wildlife Group for health
examinations the next day.
A doctor with the conser-
vation, research and veteri-
nary department verified
that both pythons had in-
juries associated with poor
handling and environmen-
tal conditions. This led to
spinal deviation, mouth in-
flammation and swelling of
the eye in both animals.
“These were severe health
conditions which were
chronic and irreversible;
and thus the two pythons
were humanely euthanised
due to welfare considera-
tions,” the report said, cit-
ing court documents.

A Singapore National
Parks Board (NParks) vet-
erinarian also assessed
that the pythons suffered
from chronic diseases that
could cause pain and dis-
comfort, and that the trans-
port conditions caused
them unnecessary suffer-
ing.

Indian-origin Malaysian fined for
smuggling pythons into Singapore

President Joe Biden 
meets with New Zealand
Prime Minister Jacinda

Ardern in the Oval Office of
the White House.

Kyiv, Jun 1 (AP):

Western nations prom-
ised more and more ad-
vanced arms to bolster
Ukraine’s defence as its
troops battled a grinding
Russian offensive that was
closing in on capturing a
key city in the east.

Germany said
Wednesday it will supply
Ukraine with modern
anti-aircraft missiles and
radar systems, and the US
will unveil a new weapons
package later in the day
that will include high-tech,
medium-range rocket sys-
tems. The Kremlin
spokesman told reporters
Wednesday that the U.S. is
pouring fuel on the fire.

Western arms have been
critical to Ukraine’s suc-
cess in stymieing Russia’s
much larger and better
equipped military thwart-
ing its initial efforts to
take the capital and forc-
ing Moscow to shift its
focus instead to the east-
ern industrial Donbas re-

gion. But as the war drags
on and Russia bombards
towns in its inching ad-
vance in the east, Ukraine
has repeatedly pleaded for
more and better weapons.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has
occasionally criticized the
West for moving too slowly
in shipping arms and mili-
tary analysts have said
Russia is hoping to over-
run the Donbas before any
weapons that might turn

the tide arrive. Germany
has come under particular
fire, both at home and
from allies abroad, that it
isn’t doing enough.

German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz told lawmak-
ers that the IRIS-T SLM
missiles it will send are
the most modern air de-
fense system the country
has. With this, we will en-
able Ukraine to defend an
entire city from Russian
air attacks, he said. Scholz

said Germany is in talks
with the United States to
coordinate the supply of
rocket systems Kyiv has
asked for. In addition to
the rocket systems it has
promised, the US package
will include helicopters,
Javelin anti-tank weapon
systems, tactical vehicles,
spare parts and more, two
senior administration offi-
cials said Tuesday. The of-
ficials spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to pre-
view the package before it
is formally unveiled.

One official noted that
the advanced rocket sys-
tems will give Ukrainian
forces greater precision in
targeting Russian assets
inside Ukraine.

Moscow views the U.S.
plans to supply more
weapons negatively,
Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told re-
porters Wednesday, saying
the Kremlin doesn’t trust
Kyiv’s assurances that the
rocket systems will not be
used to attack Russia.

Western nations vow to send more, better arms to Ukraine

People line up outside a Church to get food and clothing in
Borodyanka, on the outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine.

Copenhagen (Denmark),
Jun 01 (AP): Denmark’s
largest energy company
said Russia cut off its gas
supply on Wednesday be-
cause it refused to pay in
rubles, the latest escala-
tion over European energy
amid the war in Ukraine.

Russia previously halt-
ed natural gas supplies to
Finland, Poland and
Bulgaria for refusing a de-
mand to pay in rubles.
And on Tuesday, the tap
was turned off to the
Netherlands. Danish ener-
gy company Orsted said it
still expected to be able to
serve its customers.

We stand firm in our re-
fusal to pay in rubles, and
we’ve been preparing for
this scenario, Orsted CEO
Mads Nipper said.

The situation underpins
the need of the EU becom-
ing independent of
Russian gas by accelerat-
ing the build-out of renew-
able energy. In response to
Western sanctions im-
posed against Russia for
its invasion of Ukraine,
Russian President
Vladimir Putin signed a
decree saying foreign buy-
ers needed to pay in rubles

for Russian gas as of April
1. Moscow offered cus-
tomers receiving its natu-
ral gas to establish an ac-
count in dollars or euros at
Russia’s third-largest
bank, Gazprombank, then
a second account in
rubles. The importer
would pay the gas bill in
euros or dollars as speci-
fied in contracts and direct
the bank to exchange the
money for rubles. “This is
totally not acceptable,”
Danish Prime Minister
Mette Frederiksen said.
This is a kind of black-
mailing from Putin. We
continue to support
Ukraine, and we distance
ourselves from the crimes
that Putin and Russia com-
mit. Russian state gas
giant Gazprom confirmed
on Wednesday that it
stopped gas supplies to
Shell Energy Europe and
Denmark’s Orsted after
the two companies refused
to abide by the ruble-pay-
ment mechanism.

Gazprom said it hadn’t
received payments from
either company for gas
supplied in April and
therefore was halting de-
liveries.

Russia cuts off natural
gas supply to Denmark

Indian Embassy 
condoles death of 22
people plane crash

Kathmandu, Jun 01 (PTI):
The Indian Embassy in
Nepal on Wednesday con-
doled the death of 22 peo-
ple, including four Indian
nationals, in the Tara Air
plane crash and said its
thoughts are with the fam-
ilies of the victims and
their loved ones.

The turboprop Twin
Otter 9N-AET plane was
carrying four Indians, two
Germans and 13 Nepali
passengers, besides a
three-member Nepali crew
when it crashed in Nepal’s
mountainous Mustang
district minutes after tak-
ing off from the tourist
city of Pokhara on Sunday.

“We condole the loss of
22 precious lives including
4 Indian nationals in the
tragic crash of Tara Air
flight on its way from
Pokhara to Jomsom on
29th May. Our thoughts are
with the families of the
victims and their loved
ones,” the Indian mission
tweeted.

JJeerruussaalleemm,,  JJuunn  11  ((AAPP))::

The Israeli military on
Wednesday said dozens of its
aircraft conducted a drill simu-
lating airstrikes on long-range
targets, a thinly veiled refer-
ence to a possible attack on
regional rival Iran.
The army said the exercise
took place a day earlier over
the Mediterranean and
involved long-range flight, aer-

ial refuelling and striking dis-
tant targets . It provided no
additional information.
The announcement came as
negotiators representing world
powers and Iran have held
months of talks in a bid to hash
out a new agreement to rein in
Tehran’s nuclear programme,
four years after a deal struck in
2015 collapsed after the Trump
administration unilaterally
withdrew.

Israel simulates long-range air
strikes over Mediterranean

Washington, Jun 01 (PTI):

K-Pop sensation BTS
met US President Joe
Biden at the White House
to discuss the rising cases
of hate crimes against
South Asians in the US.

Band members J-Hope,
RM, Suga, Jungkook, V,
Jin and Jimin held a 35-
minute long meeting with
the US president on
Tuesday and discussed
anti-Asian hate crimes
and Asian inclusion.

In a video posted on the
president’s official Twitter
handle, President Biden
told the group that there
has been a rise in anti-
Asian hate crimes in the
US in recent times.

“Hate only hides. When
good people talk about it
and say how bad it is, it
goes down,” he said.

“People care a lot about
what you say, and what
you are doing is good for
all people. It’s not just your
good talent. It’s the mes-
sage you are communicat-

ing. It matters,” Biden
added. Group leader RM
thanked the US president
for signing a recent legis-
lation on combating
COVID-19 hate crimes in
the country. “We want to
say thank you, sincerely,
for your decision such as
signing the COVID-19 Hate
Crimes Act into law. So we
just want to be a little help
and we truly appreciate
the White House and gov-
ernment’s (efforts) trying
to find solutions,” he
added. Before the meeting
with the president, BTS
joined White House press
secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre at her briefing with
reporters.

Jimin said the band had
been “devastated by the re-
cent surge” of crime and
intolerance against Asian
Americans. “To put a stop
to this and support the
cause, we’d like to take
this opportunity to voice
ourselves once again,” he
said through an inter-
preter.

BTS discuss surge in anti-Asian
crimes with US President

Death toll in Iran
building collapse

rises to 37
DDuubbaaii,,  JJuunn  11  ((AAPP))::

The death toll in a cata-
strophic collapse of a tower in
southwestern Iran rose to 37 on
Wednesday, officials said, as
emergency workers pulled
another body from the rubble
over a week after the disaster
that has prompted an outpour-
ing of outrage and grief in the
country. Rescuers continued
sifting through the ruins of the
Metropol Building in Abadan,
some 660 kilometres south-
west of the capital, Tehran.

The governor of the
Khuzestan province, Sadegh
Khalilian, told state TV that he
expects rescuers to find more
bodies, based on the number of
families still waiting in limbo
for word from their loved ones.
It’s unclear how many people
remain unaccounted for.

The structural building fail-
ure in the oil-rich but impover-
ished Khuzestan province has
focused public attention on
shoddy construction practices
and prompted allegations of
government corruption and
negligence.

CCoolloommbboo,,  JJuunn  0011  ((PPTTII))::  Sri
Lankan Muslims have decided
to forgo the Haj pilgrimage this
year due to the worst econom-
ic crisis facing the debt-ridden
country, a media report said on
Wednesday.

Saudi Arabia had approved a
quota of 1,585 Haj pilgrims
from Sri Lanka for the year
2022, out of the one million for-
eign and domestic Muslims
allowed to travel to the holy
city of Makkah in the pilgrim-
age season, the Arab News
reported. However, it was
decided that no Muslim from
Sri Lanka would travel for the
pilgrimage this time, following

a discussion held by several
parties including the National
Haj Committee, Haj Tour
Operators Association of Sri
Lanka, and the Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs
Department.

When going through the pre-
vailing situation and the suffer-
ing the people are undergoing
in our mother Lanka, members
of both associations decided to
sacrifice this year’s Haj, said a
letter directed to the Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs
Department by the All-Ceylon
Haj Tour Operators Association
and Haj Tour Operators
Association of Sri Lanka.

Economic crisis forces Lankan
Muslims to forgo Haj pilgrimage 

U nder the leadership of our popu-
lar and visionary Prime Minister

Shri Narendra Modi, the nation is reap-
ing a bountiful harvest of all-round ef-
forts made by the Union Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare in the
last eight years. Several innovative initia-
tives taken by the Ministry in the form of
schemes and programmes, in order to
ensure the commitment and accounta-
bility of the government, have resulted in
ushering sweeping reforms in the direc-
tion and state of farmers and farming
across the country. The livelihood stan-
dards of the farmers are improving and
agricultural finances provided by the
Centre are reaching them directly
through bank accounts with complete
transparency. The income of farmers has
risen in various aspects and a new wave
is visible as agriculture has emerged as a
viable business proposition.
Government's schemes, programmes
and all other activities have always been
focussed towards this effort to empower
farmers become agricultural entrepre-
neurs.

In the last 8 years, the budget alloca-
tion of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare has been continuously
hiked and several schemes rolled out
with an aim to make agriculture sector
farmer-friendly. The allocation of agri-
culture budget in the current financial
year to about Rs 1.32 lakh crore is a re-
flection of the devotion of the central
government towards the welfare of
farmers. The budget allocation for agri-
culture has increased by almost 6 times
in the last 8 years. The journey of devel-
opment in the agriculture sector does
not end here. Besides increased alloca-
tion, the record production of food grains
and horticultural crops is also a proof of
the budget allocation being spent in the
right direction. According to the Third
Advance Estimates for the year 2021-22,
the production of food grains is estimat-
ed at about 315 million tonnes, while the
production of the horticulture sector is
also estimated at 334 million tonnes,
which is the highest ever. Indeed, it is no
small matter that in the midst of the

challenges of the Covid pandemic, India
has supplied food grains to many needy
countries and even during the Russia-
Ukraine crisis, India has once again
emerged as a major source of food
grains supply to the world. Not only is
the production of food grains showing a
steady increase in the country at a
record level, but the exports of agricul-
ture produce is also rising continuously,
which has reached almost Rs. 4 lakh
crore.

Keeping in mind the better remunera-
tion to farmers and their livelihood, the
government has continuously increased
the Minimum Support Price for Kharif,
Rabi and other commercial crops. As a
result the MSP of paddy rose to Rs. 1940
per quintal from Rs. 1310 per quintal in
2013-14. Similarly, in the year 2013-14,
the MSP of wheat was Rs. 1400 per quin-
tal, which is now rasied to Rs.2015 per
quintal. During the Rabi Marketing
Season (RMS) 2021-22, 433.44 lakh MT
of wheat was procured by the govern-
ment at MSP, which is the highest ever.
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh
and Jammu and Kashmir have seen the
highest procurement of wheat so far.
The success story does not close here,
data also reveals that a sum of Rs
85,604.40 crore was credited to 49.19
lakh wheat producing farmers during the
RMS directly into their bank accounts in
a transparent manner. Continuing its
commitment towards the farmers, the
government has credited around Rs 1.82
lakh crore to about 11.5 crore farmers di-
rectly into their bank accounts under the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Yojana
(Total Rs.6,000 per annum in three equal
instalments). This scheme is one of the
most comprehensive and key schemes
of the Central Government and also a
symbol of devotion to farmers, in which
there is no role for middlemen.

Fulfilling the government's sincere ef-
forts towards improving soil health, the
Soil Health Card has been provided to
crores of farmers. Keeping in mind the
soil health, this scheme is making farm-
ers aware of effective and better farm-

ing techniques to get better yield. Under
the guidance of Prime Minister Shri
Modi, the Government has made special
provision for Organic Farming as well as
Natural Farming in this year's general
budget. Under this, special attention is
paid to soil health with an objective of in-
creasing farmers' income through natu-
ral farming and conservation of re-
sources and environment. In
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand and West Bengal, works will
be undertaken to bring an area of 5 km
on both banks of the Ganges river under
the Natural Farming through a compre-
hensive action plan. The thinking of the
government to promote natural farming
does not stop here. The government has
constituted a committee under the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR) to include syllabus related to nat-
ural farming in undergraduate and post-
graduate teaching courses, and chemi-
cal-free natural farming is being sup-
ported by the ministry and ICAR.
Keeping in view the contemporary na-
ture of natural farming, ICAR has issued
special guidelines to agricultural univer-
sities to include research and allied sub-
jects related to natural farming. Natural
farming has been able to increase the in-
come of the farmers and is a symbol of
the novel thinking of the Central
Government towards ensuring better liv-
ing.

Besides various schemes and pro-
grammes, the dedication of the union
government towards the farmers is also
reflected in the Rs. 1,00,000 crore allo-
cated for the Agricultural Infrastructure
Fund and the government is committed
to provide basic facilities like Godowns,
Custom Hiring Centres, Primary
Processing Units, Sorting and Grading
Units and Cold storage. Through these
basic facilities, the Government Is com-
mitted to provide remunerative prices to
farmers for their produce. In this series,
the government, under the
AatmaNirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (Self-
Reliant India Campaign) is also giving
special promotion to the National
Beekeeping and Honey Mission.
Similarly, through platforms and
schemes like the National Agricultural
Market (e-NAM), Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchai Yojana, Agricultural
Mechanization and Cluster Development
Programme under MIDH, the govern-
ment is committed to provide maximum
benefits to the farmers. Under the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, farm-
ers have been provided with insurance
cover in the event of a natural calamity.
In order to bring more and more farmers
under the crop insurance scheme, the
â€œMeri Policy, Mere Haathâ€  cam-
paign has been launched. The impor-
tance of PM Crop Insurance Scheme can

be gauged from the fact that farmers
have deposited about Rs.21,000 crores of
premium. while they have been reim-
bursed Rs 1.15 lakh crore as claims
against crop damage. 

Kisan Rail Scheme is another very im-
portant concept of PM Shri Modi for
faster transportation of agricultural pro-
duce, under which special trains are
being run for the swift movement of per-
ishable agricultural produce. This is a
major illustration of the government's
commitment and credibility towards the
farmers. The success of Kisan Rail can
be gauged from the fact that so far
about 2,500 train trips have been con-
ducted on about 175 routes across the
country. This year's budget of the
Ministry of Agriculture has given special
emphasis on agriculture Startups and
agri-entrepreneurship. Work is being
done very fast in this direction, and the
results are also visible. Through the
farmer friendly schemes of the
Government of India, it is high time our
agriculture sector scales new highs.
Many hopes and expectations rest on the
agriculture sector, which the govern-
ment under the leadership of our gener-
ous and able Prime Minister Shri Modi
understands well and is chugging full
steam towards reaching its destination.

At present, the government, along
with the public, is celebrating the
â€˜Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsavâ€™ all over
the country. All the ministries and de-
partments of the Centre, state govern-
ments and their organizations are mobi-
lized in celebrating this grand festival. In
its continuation, the Union Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, show-
ing dedication towards farmers, cele-
brated â€˜Kisan Bhagidari, Prrathmikta
Hamari Abhiyanâ€™ with great enthusi-
asm last April 25-30th. During this cam-
paign, all the Departments of the
Ministry of Agriculture, organizations
and institutions under them including
the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research and about 725 Krishi Vigyan
Kendras (KVKs) spread across the coun-
try organized Kisan Melas, Kisan
Sammelans, seminars, workshops, webi-
nars, round tables etc., in which a lot of
union and state ministers and other pub-
lic representatives including MPs and
MLAs participated enthusiastically. In
this way, when the nation celebrates the
100th Year of Independence, then the
country will have a bird's eye view of the
evergreen agricultural sector of the
Incomparable India. With this dream, we
are all moving towards building an
AatmaNirbhar Agriculture â€“
AatmaNirbhar India (Self-Reliant
Agriculture - Self-Reliant India).

AAuutthhoorr  iiss  UUnniioonn  MMiinniisstteerr  ooff  AAggrriiccuullttuurree
aanndd  FFaarrmmeerrss  WWeellffaarree  
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Shocking treat-
ment

Shocking to hear from the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) of the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB), which dropped
all charges against Aryan
Khan son of Bollywood super-
star Shah Rukh Khan, and five
others in the Cordelia Cruise
drug bust case, has recorded
in an internal note that the in-
vestigating team headed by
IRS officer Sameer Wankhede
may have tried "motivated to
somehow implicate Aryan
Khan". IRS officer Wankhede
went rogue, NCB looked the
other way, and due to his im-
plication, it took 22 days in
custody, eight months of in-
vestigations, and then Aryan
to get justice. If this belongs
to a very influential and well
to do family, then one imag-
ines that how someone from
aam aadmi were to be booked
in a similar case, then how
long the individual will have to
wait till one gets a semblance
of justice. Jailed by the
Enforcement Directorate,
National Congress Party
(NCP) cabinet minister
Nawab Malik, had earlier
claimed that the raid on the
cruise ship was a fraud perpe-
trated by Mumbai NCB head
Wankhede in association with
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). The NCP used the lat-
est development to iterate
that Malikâ€™s claim was
valid and had now been laid
bare by the NCB. Whatsoever,
will the Director-General of
the NCB, Satya Narain
Pradhan who admitted yes-
terday that there were "pro-
cedural irregularities" in the
initial probe, apologies to the
released six youth for illegally
putting them behind bars?
But the big question is what
about that maestro, former
zonal director Sameer
Wankhede who was called the
finest officer but here as an
adventurous officer trying to
get rewarded for having han-
dled a high-profile case.
Hope, in this one of the rarest
cases where the central
agency has acted stringent
against the officer accused of
his willful wrongs.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

‘Special’ convicts 
It is not understood why

some people get VIP treat-
ment in jail after being con-
victed by a court of law. This is
in reference to the jail term for
cricketer-turned-politician
Navjot Singh Sidhu. As far as
our knowledge goes, we un-
derstand that unless in case of
some self-financing VIP cells,
equal treatment is given to all
inmates in jail. Anyone mur-
dering a man and trying to
hide the fact and also enjoying
a lavish lifestyle is only a crim-
inal in the eye of law. Why do
such criminals get preferential
treatment at the cost of tax-
payers' money? Simply giving
a job inside the jail at Rs 40 per
day can never compensate for
special treatment.

DDrr  PPCC  SSaarrmmaahh,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAnnuuppaamm  KKhheerr
@@AAnnuuppaammPPKKhheerr

Some people, no matter how
old they get, never lose their
beauty!!! They merely move it
from their faces into their
hearts!!! I love this quote by
#MartinBuxbaum ! It also
allows me to praise myself!
#InspirationalQuotes

BB  LL  SSaanntthhoosshh@@bbllssaanntthhoosshh

As ED arrests @SatyendarJain in a
money laundering case ,
@ArvindKejriwal claim of transparency
& corruption free Govt comes a cropper
. No Governance in Punjab & Ad
Governance in Delhi has become a
curse on both the states . But expect
some strange logic in next few hours .

MMyyGGoovvIInnddiiaa@@mmyyggoovviinnddiiaa

Keeping the welfare of the poor and
needy a top priority, the govern-
ment is committed towards fulfill-
ing the pursuit of Seva, Sushasan
and Garib Kalyan.
#8YearsOfGaribKalyan

SSuunniieell  SShheettttyy@@SSuunniieellVVSShheettttyy

My dearest friend, and my
favourite co-actor, the one
and only Babu Bhaiya
@SirPareshRawal ... wish
you a very very happy birth-
day! Wish you a year full of
love, laughter, good health
and good memories.

NNDDTTVV@@nnddttvv

UP: Cleanliness drive underway at Dashashwamedh Ghat, Prayagraj "Volunteers of 'Namami Gange'
organised a cleanliness drive near banks of river Ganga at Prayagraj after PM expressed concern. We'll
create awareness among people to not use plastics," said the volunteers

GGaayyaattrrii@@GG__yy__ttrrii

To Indians if you haven't given a guest
some food, you've been discourteous.
My domestic help gets me rice
papads sun dried on her roof after
each holiday. Have seen beggars
share their one roti, nomads, their
dried bhakris with cows and sheep
and goats. to give food is vital Qi

N ational Security Adviser Ajit Doval's comment that India was and
is an important stakeholder in Afghanistan is highly significant.

Doval rightly said that India has historical and civilisational relations
with Afghanistan and New Delhi has always stood by the people of
Afghanistan and it will continue to guide India's approach. His remarks
assumes importance as Pakistan, which views Afghanistan as its pro-
tectorate, has been maintaining that India has no role to play in the
war-torn nation. Perhaps keeping this in mind, he called for enhancing
the capability of the war-torn country to counter terrorism and terror-
ist groups which pose a threat to regional peace and security. Doval
was speaking at the 4th Regional Security Dialogue on Afghanistan in
Tajikistan capital Dushanbe. His counterparts from Tajikistan, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Iran, Kyrgyzstan and China were present.
Indeed, there is a need to find constructive ways to ensure peace and
stability in Afghanistan and to combat risks from terrorism emanating
from the region. Also there is a need to enhance capability of
Afghanistan to counter terrorism and terrorist groups which pose a
threat to regional peace and security. The foremost priority should be
the right to life and a dignified living as well as protection of human
rights of all the people in Afghanistan. Assistance should be accessible
to all, and respect for all obligations under international humanitarian
law should be ensured. India has focused on infrastructure, connectivi-
ty and humanitarian assistance in Afghanistan over the decades.
Besides, there is need for representation of all sections of Afghan soci-
ety, including women and minorities, so that the collective energies of
the largest possible proportion of the Afghan population feel motivated
to contribute to nation building. Women and youth are critical for the
future of any society. Provision of education to girls and employment
to women and youth will ensure productivity and spur growth. It will
also have a positive social impact including discouraging radical ide-
ologies among youth. In this context, Doval said that with collective ef-
forts of Regional Dialogue members, we can help the proud people of
Afghanistan build a prosperous and vibrant nation once again.  The
Regional Security Dialogue on Afghanistan is aimed at firming up a
common approach for practical cooperation in confronting increasing
threats of terrorism, radicalisation and drug trafficking following
Taliban's takeover of Kabul in August last. India had hosted the dia-
logue in November 2021 in New Delhi which was attended by eight na-
tions including Iran and Russia. Pakistan did not attend. This time too,
it went unrepresented. The new government is yet to appoint an NSA.
In a joint statement later, they strongly condemned terrorism and
called for dismantling of terror camps in Afghanistan and the region.
Significantly, while not naming the US or any other Western country,
the joint declaration mentioned the "view" that countries responsible
for the current situation in Afghanistan should fulfil their "obligations"
for economic reconstruction of Afghanistan. The heads of delegations
called on the relevant Afghan parties to take more realistic steps to
eradicate the types of terrorist groups, stop the movement of all terror-
ist organisations, dismantle their training camps both in Afghanistan
and in the region, and ensure that Afghanistan does not serve as a
breeding ground, safe haven or source for the spread of terrorism,"
said the joint statement.

Regional Security
Dialogue on Afghanistan

condemns terrorism

C reation of autonomous councils in the Naga-dominated areas of
Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh looks like a way out at

this moment for solving the long-standing Naga imbroglio. It may not
be possible for the Government of India to accede to the NSCN (I-M)
group's demand for a separate flag and constitution for the Nagas, but
here again expert committees may be formed to study Naga laws, cus-
toms and location specific histories in the autonomous council areas
and codify them for protecting Naga identities. Thus may be found a
middle path for weaning away the NSCN (I-M) from their demand of in-
corporating the Naga-dominated areas of other Northeastern Indian
states in a 'greater Nagalim'. A solution to the vexed issue of 'mother of
all insurgencies' in India is urgently necessary because the next
Nagaland Assembly election is scheduled to be held early next year.
After the formation of the next Assembly, any new legislative arrange-
ment will become impossible as the incumbent MLAs have already stat-
ed that they would not resign, if re-elected. So New Delhi is witnessing
a flurry of activities. A ten-member delegation of the NSCN (I-M) group
has met AK Misra, interlocutor from the side of the Government of
India. Other Naga leaders are also meeting ministers and government
functionaries. Still there is no information that any conclusive break-
through has been made on the twin question of a separate flag and con-
stitution of the Nagas. The Government of India may not accept the de-
mand for a separate Naga flag and constitution. Up to this point it has
logic on its side because acceding to such a demand will mean opening
up the floodgate of such demands in other Northeastern states. But it
should have taken extreme precaution before signing the 2015
Framework Agreement with the NSCN (I-M). In the wake of a face-off
with RN Ravi, the then interlocutor, the NSCN released the secret
agreement which talked of "sharing the sovereign power" and an " en-
during inclusive new relationship of peaceful coexistence of the two (
the NSCN and the Indian Government) entities". Now every discerning
person would accept that the agreement had willy-nilly given the NSCN
what it wanted. "Sharing of sovereign power" can ingeniously be inter-
preted as extending the right of exercising some kind of sovereignty to
the NSCN while the two words "new relationship" add further strength
to the above premise. From the side of the Government of India, it was
an unwise act. Even today this is standing in the way of an inclusive
agreement.  Perhaps the Government of India is treading a wrong path.
Their confabulation with the NSCN (I-M) is all right but the over-impor-
tance given to it by New Delhi is not sign of mature statesmanship.
Moreover, bringing peace to Nagaland should not be the job of any
Intelligence official, it should be reserved for any statesman-like figure.
To what extent does the words of the NSCN(I-M) carry conviction with
the Naga people? Its camps were once attacked by the Sema tribe al-
though its former president Issac Swu was himself a Sema. The Naga
society is a deeply divided one. The NSCN had broken away from the
Naga National Council (NNC). It itself got divided into two. Then several
other tribes like the Chang, Konyak, Phom, Khaimnuiungon,
Yimchunger and Sangtam had also split from the NSCN. In government
parlance very few words are reserved for the NNC. But can anyone say
that it has lost all its relevance in Naga affairs? The names of not only
AZ Phizo, its towering leader, but that of Mwou Angami, the famed
leader of Naga resistance, are still remembered with much honour and
reverence on the streets of Kohima and Dimapur. But unless all the is-
sues are thrashed out beforehand, this may create problems in future
as has been the case with the Framework Agreement that RN Ravi had
signed with the NSCN (I-M). Unless the Central Government finds a way
out to iron out this bad blood, entering into any final accord at this time
may not be advisable. The NNPG has questioned NSCN (I-M)'s knowl-
edge of Naga history, while the latter has spewed venom on the former
and said that it will not be part of any NNPG solution for a final settle-
ment and has called the NNPG's Agreed Position' with the Indian
Government a betrayal of the Naga cause. Only a respected statesman
can untangle the knots at this juncture. But no such person, whose ac-
ceptability to the Naga society is beyond question, is in sight.

Naga Insurgency - Time
for a Speedy Solution
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NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR

Women walk to collect water from a well in Chhapya village of India's Rajasthan state.

Indian agriculture blooms beyond expectations

SShhaannddiillyyaa  GGiirriirraajj  SSiinngghh
@@ggiirriirraajjssiinngghhbbjjpp

Modi Govt focus has been on Education
and promotion of Startup culture. One
new IIT and IIM opened every year
since 2014, Two new colleges every day
and one university every week is our
pace of commitment towards educa-
tion.#8YearsOfGaribKalyan.

WATER SCARCITY
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Partnership 

New Delhi: Hero
Electric on Wednesday
said it has expanded
its partnership with
Zypp Electric to sup-
port the growth of the
logistics and delivery
segment. Under the
partnership, Hero
Electric will be deploy-
ing 1.5 lakh electric
scooters for Zypp
Electric's fleet in the
next three years. "We
are standing today in
the midst of a green
revolution with more
businesses opting for
sustainable solutions
to reach their con-
sumers. The logistics
segment is thriving
with upward growth
momentum where
companies are keen
on electrifying their
fleets for mid and last-
mile delivery solu-
tions," Hero Electric
CEO Sohinder Gill
said in a statement.

Price index
Mumbai:The All India
House Price Index
(HPI) rose 1.8 per cent
in the fourth quarter of
FY22 on an annual
basis,according to data
released by the Reserve
Bank of India.
However, the rise in the
key index was slower
compared to the
January-March quar-
ter of the preceding fis-
cal when it had record-
ed an increase of 2.7 per
cent. The RBI releases
its quarterly house
price index based on
transaction-level data
received from housing
registration authorities
in ten major cities.The
cities are Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Chennai,
Delhi,Jaipur,Kanpur,
Kochi,Kolkata,
Lucknow,and Mumbai.

UDAN scheme

Jabalpur: Civil
Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Tuesday inaugu-
rated two flights from
Jabalpur in Madhya
Pradesh and said that
under UDAN scheme,
1.94 lakh flights were
operated in the last
six years in which
over one crore pas-
sengers travelled. He
also said the flight
movement in Madhya
Pradesh has in-
creased by 70 per cent
in the last ten
months. The newly-
inaugurated flights
include Delhi-
Jabalpur-Bhopal-
Gwalior (three days
in a week) and Delhi-
Jabalpur-Bilaspur-
Bhopal (four days in a
week).

Lending rate
New Delhi: State-
owned Punjab
National Bank (PNB)
on Wednesday raised
its marginal cost of
funds-based lending
rate by 15 basis points
or 0.15 per cent across
all tenures, a move
that will lead to an in-
crease in EMIs for
borrowers. The new
rates are effective
from June 1, PNB said
in a regulatory filing.
The revision follows
an off-cycle rate in-
crease by the Reserve
Bank in May.

New Delhi, Jun 01: 

The slowdown seen in
India's GDP growth to a
four-quarter low of 4.1 per
cent in January-March pe-
riod of 2021-22 was mainly
on account of impact of
the third Covid wave and
high commodity prices,
opined experts. Indian
economy grew at its slow-
est pace in a year during
January-March, pulling
down the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth in
the full year to March to
8.7 per cent before Russia's
invasion of Ukraine added
a new inflation hurdle to
the recovery. The GDP ex-
panded by 4.1 per cent in
the final quarter of the
2021-22 fiscal year, accord-
ing to data released by the
National Statistical Office.

This was lower than the
4.8 per cent growth the
Chinese economy saw in
the quarter. "Provisional
estimates of real GDP in
financial year 2021-22 ex-
ceeds the pre-pandemic
2019-20 levels to now estab-
lish full economic recov-
ery," said chief economic
adviser V Anantha
Nageswaran at a press
conference. Aditi Nayar,
chief economist, ICRA,
said the slowdown seen in
India's GDP growth to a
four-quarter low in
January-March period of
2021-22 was inevitable,
stemming from the ad-
verse impact of the third
wave on contact services,
and of high commodity
prices on margins, as well
as the unfavourable base
effect.

"Unsurprisingly, the
services sector was the
main driver of the 3.9 per
cent GVA growth in fourth
quarter of FY2022," she
said.

Boosted by government
spending, Public
Administration, Defence
and Other Services
(PADOS) stood out as the
fastest growing sub-sector
of GVA (Gross Value
Added) in January-March
quarter of last fiscal,
Nayar added.

Rumki Majumdar, econ-
omist, Deloitte India, said,
the difference between the
real and nominal GDP sug-
gests that inflation has
been a persistent problem,
and the economy has been
fighting the challenge of
rising prices for a long
time now. "Higher prices

weighed on consumer wal-
lets and production costs.
Panic and the search for
safer havens amongst glob-
al investors led to capital
outflows from emerging
countries, India being one.
This resulted in currency
depreciation and higher
import bills," Majumdar
said.

Ramesh Nair, CEO,
India & MD, Market
Development, Asia,
Colliers, said, India's GDP
grew by 8.7 per cent in
2021-22, staging a major
comeback after a decelera-
tion of 6.6 per cent in the
previous fiscal. "This
clearly indicates that the
economy is out of the
woods from the effects of
pandemic and is on its
path to recovery. Both
housing and office de-

mand have a very high
correlation to GDP, even if
pricing cycles are depend-
ent on demand and supply
dynamics," he said. D K
Srivastava, chief policy
advisor, EY India, said the
NSO numbers confirm
that all GDP segments
have emerged higher than
their pre-Covid magni-
tudes. "Going forward, in
2022-23, the Implicit Price
Deflator (IPD)-based infla-
tion may remain high
given the current infla-
tionary trends. With the
expectation of nominal
GDP growth in FY23 being
significantly above the
real GDP growth, the
Centre may garner tangi-
bly higher tax revenues
compared to the budget es-
timates," Srivastava
added.

GDP slowdown in Q4 due to impact of pandemic,
high commodity prices, say experts

INTERACTIVE SESSION

Nestle India Chairman & Managing Director Suresh
Narayanan speaks during an interactive session, in
Kolkata, Wednesday, June 1, 2022. 

New Delhi, Jun 01:  

Union Minister Sanjeev
Balyan on Wednesday ex-
pressed concern over the
low price realisation of
poultry farmers and
warned that the govern-
ment may have to inter-
vene in case of their ex-
ploitation by private com-
panies. The Minister of
State for Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying also directed his
department to soon call a
meeting of all stakehold-
ers to address this issue.
The minister also pulled
up the National Dairy
Development Board
(NDDB) for not being able
to set up a cooperative out-
side Gujarat, which is as
successful as Amul.

Addressing an event,
Balyan said, "We

(Government of India)
have to intervene if small
poultry farmers are ex-
ploited. The issue of mar-
ket integration of poultry
farmers with companies
needs to be addressed".
Poultry farmers, having a
broiler farming contract
with private companies,
are getting lower realisa-
tion. Even a 2005 study by
Ludhiana-based Guru
Angad Dev Veterinary

and Animal Science
University has found that
the poultry farmers were
paid way below the cost of
production, he said.
While the total cost in-
curred by a farmer was
Rs 11.15 per kg, the return
was only Rs 6.41 per kg,
incurring a loss of Rs 4.75
per kg, he said and asked
if the private companies
want to operate like an
East India Company.

As a result of poor mar-
ket integration and lower
price realisation, the min-
ister said there has not
been a single successful
poultry farm in the last
ten years. Balyan directed
his department secretary
to hold a stakeholders'
meeting to address this
issue and ensure there is
better market integra-
tion.

Balyan expresses concern over low
price realisation for poultry farmers

New Delhi, Jun 01:  

Jet fuel prices on
Wednesday were cut by 1.3
per cent -- the first reduc-
tion after 10 rounds of
price hikes -- on softening
international crude oil
rates. Simultaneously,
prices of commercial LPG -
used by business establish-
ments such as hotels and
restaurants - were reduced
by Rs 135 per 19-kg cylin-
der.

The price of aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) -- the fuel
that helps aeroplanes fly --
has been reduced by Rs
1,563.97 per kilolitre, or 1.27
per cent, to Rs 1,21,475.74
per kl (Rs 121 per litre) in
the national capital, ac-
cording to a price notifica-
tion of state-owned fuel re-
tailers. This is the first re-
duction after 10 rounds of

price increases this year.
Rates were hiked by Rs
6,188.25 per kl, or 5.29 per
cent, on May 16, to a record
high level of Rs 1,23,039.71
per kl. Commercial LPG
rates were reduced to Rs
2,219 per 19-kg cylinder,
from Rs 2,354, the notifica-
tion showed.

Prior to the cut, rates of
commercial LPG had risen
by Rs 355.5 per cylinder
this year. However, prices
of cooking gas LPG used in
households remained un-
changed at Rs 1,003 per
14.2-kg cylinder. Rates had
been hiked by Rs 3.50 a
cylinder on May 19. Prior
to that prices were hiked
by Rs 50 per cylinder on
March 22 and again by the
same quantum on May 7.
Since April 2021, domestic
LPG prices have risen by
Rs 193.5 per cylinder.

Meanwhile, petrol and
diesel prices remained un-
changed at Rs 96.72 per
litre and Rs 89.62 a litre re-
spectively. An excise duty
cut by the government had
helped reduce petrol by Rs
8.69 a litre and diesel by Rs
7.05 per litre on May 22 but
for that, the base price has
remained unchanged since
April 6. Prior to that, prices
had risen by a record Rs 10
per litre each. Retail price
of petrol, diesel and domes-
tic cooking gas was way
below the cost and so the
softening in benchmark
prices is being used to set
off those losses. Jet fuel
prices are revised on the
1st and 16th of every
month, while petrol and
diesel rates are revised
daily, based on equivalent
rates in the international
market.

ATF price cut by 1.3 pc, commercial
LPG rate reduced by Rs 135

HDFC hikes lending
rate by 5 bps; loan to

become dearer
New Delhi, Jun 01: 

Mortgage lender HDFC
Ltd on Wednesday an-
nounced an increase in its
benchmark lending rate
by 5 basis points (bps), a
move that will make loans
dearer for both existing
and new borrowers. This
is the third hike effected
by HDFC in the last one
month. "HDFC increases
its Retail Prime Lending
Rate (RPLR) on housing
loans, on which its
Adjustable Rate Home
Loans (ARHL) are bench-
marked, by 5 basis points,
with effect from June 1,
2022," the housing finance
company said in a state-
ment. The revised rates for
new borrowers range be-
tween 7.05 per cent and
7.50 per cent, depending on
credit score and loan
amount.

New Delhi, Jun 01:  

GST revenues bucked
the two-month rising
trend in May and stood at
nearly Rs 1.41 lakh crore,
registering a year-on-year
increase of 44 per cent.
Although the May Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
revenues came in lower
than the record high col-
lection in April at Rs 1.68
lakh crore and Rs 1.42 lakh
crore in March, it is still
the fourth highest collec-
tion since the rollout of
the new indirect tax
regime on July 1, 2017.

In February, revenues
from taxing sale of goods
and services was at Rs 1.33
lakh crore, while in
January it was Rs 1,40,986
crore. "The gross GST rev-
enue collected in the
month of May 2022 is Rs

1,40,885 crore of which
CGST is Rs 25,036 crore,
SGST is Rs 32,001 crore,
IGST is Rs 73,345 crore (in-
cluding Rs 37,469 crore col-
lected on import of goods)
and cess is Rs 10,502 crore
(including Rs 931 crore col-
lected on import of
goods)," the Finance
Ministry said in a state-
ment.

The revenues for the
month of May 2022 are 44
per cent higher than the
GST revenues in the same
month last year at Rs
97,821 crore. This is the
fourth time that the
monthly GST collection

has crossed the Rs 1.40
lakh crore mark since the
inception of GST and the
third straight month since
March 2022. "The collec-
tion in May, which per-
tains to the returns for
April -- the first month of
the financial year -- has al-
ways been less than that in
April, which pertains to
the returns for March, the
closing of the financial
year. "However, it is en-
couraging to see that even
in the month of May 2022,
the gross GST revenues
have crossed the Rs 1.40
lakh crore mark," the
Ministry said. The total
number of e-way bills gen-
erated in the month of
April 2022 was 7.4 crore,
which is 4 per cent less
than 7.7 crore e-way bills
generated in the month of
March 2022.

GST revenues up 44 pc at
nearly Rs 1.41 lakh cr in May

Mumbai, Jun 01: 

Savings and Investing
both these terms hold
equal weight when it
comes to securing one’s fi-
nancial future. Edelweiss
Personal Wealth, the
wealth management arm
of Edelweiss Wealth
Management announced
the launch of its new digi-
tal campaign- ‘Don’t waste.
Invest.’ (Fizool kharch
taalo. Invest kar daalo.).
The campaign is aimed at
creating brand awareness
and promote the habit to
invest.

Today, people are contin-
uously exposed to offers
and discounts on their so-
cial media account. Easily
tempted by these deals,
people end up splurging
the money that can be easi-
ly invested. Gradually, the
investments can turn into

wealth and secure their fu-
ture Edelweiss’ ad-cam-
paign, therefore, seeks to
do two things. Firstly,
make people realize their
unwise spending behavior
by raising the question: ‘Is
your money safe with
you?’. Secondly, it advises
them to download the
Edelweiss Mobile Trader
App and sign up to take ad-
vantage of world-class
trading and investments.

Commenting on the
launch of the digital cam-
paign, Puneet Gupta,
Digital Business &
Marketing Head – Personal
Wealth, Edelweiss Wealth
Management said - “We
often come across people
who are reluctant to invest,
either because they find it
unsafe or due to paucity of
money. It is observed that
people are often careless
with their own money.

Edelweiss Personal Wealth
unveils its digital campaign

Hyderabad, Jun 01: 

Continuing on the
growth trajectory, min-
ing major NMDC pro-
duced 3.2 Million Tonnes
(MnT) and sold 2.65 MnT
in the second month of
FY23.

Iron ore production in
May 2022 was 14.3%
higher than the 2.8 MnT
produced in May 2021.
NMDC's cumulative pro-
duction upto May 2022
stood at 6.35 MnT, a 7.4%
growth from the cumula-
tive production of 5.91
MnT upto May 2021. The
largest iron ore producer
of India sold 5.77 MnT in
FY23, upto May 2022 this
fiscal.

Congratulating his
team on this perform-
ance, Sumit Deb, CMD,

NMDC said, "Our consis-
tent growth in produc-
tion has not only made
NMDC the fastest grow-
ing iron ore mining com-
pany in India but also
the most consistent sup-
plier to domestic steel
sector. We have strength-
ened our core by welcom-
ing a fleet of new age
technology and digital
interventions to our
business." 

NMDC records continuous
growth in Production

New Delhi, Jun 01:  

State-owned CIL on
Wednesday said it produced
108.2 million tonne of coal in
the first two months of the
ongoing fiscal year, registering
year-on-year increase of 28.8
per cent. The company had
produced 84 million tonne
(MT) of coal in April-May last
fiscal year, Coal India Ltd (CIL)
said in a filing to BSE. The
company's output in May
increased to 54.7 MT from 42.1
MT in the corresponding
month of previous fiscal year,
the filing said.
"Accelerating its production,
CIL posted a strong 30 per
cent output growth in May'22.
The increase in volume terms
was 12.6 MT," the PSU said in
another filing. Facing a produc-
tion target of 700 MT for 2022-
23, which entailed 12.4 per
cent growth rate at the begin-
ning of the fiscal year, CIL

brought down the year's ask-
ing growth rate to 9.9 per cent
by the end of last month.
"Admittedly, sustaining the
level of growth witnessed so
far, throughout the year, is dif-
ficult but we will be monitor-
ing the progress month by
month to augment the output,"
said a senior official of the
company. CIL supplied 52.4 MT
to the power sector last
month, against 44.5 MT sup-
plied in May last fiscal year.
"During May'22. CIL's despatch
to the power sector at an aver-
age of 1.69 MT per day was
higher than the demand of
1.65 MT. This helped the stock
at power plants, having linkage
with CIL, go up by 16,000
tonne per day during the
month," the statement said.
Concurrently, CIL's supplies to
thermal power plants jumped
to 102.2 MT till May, register-
ing a growth of 16.7 per cent
over April-May 2020-21. 

Coal India production
at 108 MT in Apr-May

Mumbai, Jun 01:  

The rupee on Wednesday
recovered from its record
low to close 20 paise higher
at 77.51 (provisional) against
the American currency. At
the interbank forex market,
the rupee opened at 77.58
against the greenback and
moved in a range of 77.51 to
77.62 in the day's trade.

The rupee finally ended at
77.51, higher by 20 paise over
its previous close. On
Tuesday, the rupee had de-
clined by 17 paise to close at
its all-time low of 77.71
against the US currency as
surging US bond yields
dampened the appeal of
riskier assets. The dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength against
a basket of six currencies,
rose 0.15 per cent to 101.90.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark,
surged 1.84 per cent to USD
117.73 per barrel. "Rupee
continued to trade in a nar-
row range and volatility re-
mained low despite margin-
al weakness in domestic and
global equities," said
Gaurang Somaiya, Forex &
Bullion Analyst, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services.

Rupee recovers from
record low, spurts 20 paise

to 77.51 per US dollarNew Delhi, Jun 01: 

India's manufacturing
sector growth steadied in
May, with new orders and
production increasing at
similar rates to those reg-
istered in the previous
month, while demand
showed signs of resilience
and improved further in
spite of another uptick in
selling prices, a monthly
survey said on Wednesday.

The seasonally adjusted
S&P Global India
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI) stood at 54.6
in May, little changed from
54.7 in April, pointing to a
sustained recovery across
the sector. The May PMI
data pointed to an im-
provement in overall oper-
ating conditions for the
eleventh straight month.
In PMI parlance, a print

above 50 means expan-
sion, while a score below
50 denotes contraction.
"India's manufacturing
sector sustained strong
growth momentum in
May.

Thanks in part to the
sharpest rise in interna-
tional sales for eleven
years, total new orders ex-
panded further. In re-
sponse to demand re-
silience, companies con-
tinued with their efforts to
rebuild stocks and hired
extra workers according-
ly," said Pollyanna De
Lima, Economics
Associate Director at S&P
Global Market
Intelligence.

Amid reports of new
business gains, sustained
improvements in demand
and looser COVID-19 re-
strictions, manufacturers
continued to scale up pro-

duction in May. "The rate
of growth was marked,
above trend and broadly
in line with that recorded
in April," the survey said.
The May PMI data also
highlighted a notable
uptick in growth of new
export orders. The rate of
expansion was sharp and
the fastest since April
2011. On the employment
front, manufacturing sec-
tor jobs rose further in
May, owing to ongoing im-
provements in sales.
Although only slight, the
rate of employment
growth picked up to the
strongest since January
2020. On the price front,
input costs rose for the
22nd successive month in
May, with companies re-
porting higher prices for
electronic components,
energy, freight, foodstuff,
metals and textiles.

India’s manufacturing sector growth
steadied in May despite high inflation

L
os Angeles:
American pop
singer Nick

Jonas, who has been
married to Priyanka
Chopra since 2018 and
welcomed Malti Marie via
surrogate in January 2022,
said that fatherhood "inten-
sifies" everything in life
but is trying to be as "pres-
ent as possible" in his
baby's life.

He said: "The
weight of everything
is much more in-
tense. I think it's now
about trying to be as
present as possible and as
thoughtful as you can be for
your family, but also for
other people's journeys. I'm

so grateful for (Malti Marie)
and the wonderful perspec-
tive of being a parent."

Meanwhile, the 'Find You'
hitmaker, who shot to fame
as a Disney star alongside

his older
b r o t h e r s

Kevin, 34 and
Joe, 32 back in

the late 2000s,
was diagnosed
with Type 1 dia-
betes at the age

of 13 and ex-
plained that

while his life
was "uproot-

ed" by the
d i s e a s e ,
hopes that
by sharing
his story
he has
b e e n

able to help
others, re-

ports female-

first.co.uk. While attending
the Sugar Ray Leonard
Foundation's 'Big Fighters,
Big Cause' charity boxing
match - where he was hon-
oured with the Golden Glove
for his activism - he told
Variety: "I was a 13-year-old
kid with a life that was kind
of uprooted by this disease. I
didn't really know of any-
body in the public eye who
was living with it at the
time."

"If me sharing my story
over these past 16 years has
helped anybody, that's the
goal. I look to the people that
helped me through my jour-
ney -- my family, my friends -
- and I want tonight to be
about them."

Shivina to meet with an unfortunate 
incident on ‘Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2’

I
n the upcoming
episodes of Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Television’s fan favourite
show Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain 2, Shivina (Sneha
Namanandi) would be
seen engulfed in a danger-
ous situation! The show
has already been making
the viewers apprehensive
with the storm brewing in
the Kapoor household with
Priya (Disha Parmar) and
Ram (Nakuul Mehta)
stuck in the eye of the cy-
clone. The unfortunate ac-
cident which made Ram
lose his father to the
clutches of death, left a
hole in the Kapoor family,
one that sizzled and
burned when it was re-
vealed that Priya’s father
Mr Sood and her brother-

in-law Varun had their
hands dipped in the red of
the accident.

Taking cue, Ram’s moth-
er and brother Nandini
and Shubham seize the
chance to cause a breach

between Ram and Priya
with Shivina on the other
side facing catastrophe de-
cides to leave the Sood
house owing to the news
about her father’s death.
Shivina who is one of the
most loved characters on
the show would be getting
into an unfortunate inci-
dent due to her haste deci-
sion, thus, breaking many
hearts. With trouble in par-
adise threatening RaYa,
this new development will
leave fans with a bitter-
sweet feeling as they have
adored the beautiful filial
bond between Ram and
Shivina. Ram, who is ex-
tremely close to his
younger sister, will be dev-
astated by the heart-break-
ing news!

Commenting on this

new turn of
events in the show,
Sneha, said, “When I was
first narrated the scene, I
thought that the sequence
was quite riveting. Shivina
has always been a happy-
go-luck girl and therefore I
needed to be poised for this
intense scenario. I know
that the fans will be sad
about the sequence, but
rest assured the predica-
ment will only add to the
progress of the narrative.
Shooting this sequence
was both tough and re-
warding because it gave
me the opportunity to try
something new.”

To know more, tune in
to Bade Achhe Lagte Hain
2, every Monday to Friday
at 8:00PM only on Sony
Entertainment Television!

W
e live in a society
where mothers are
worshipped for nurtur-

ing and raising their kids and
sacrificing every bit of them-
selves for the well being of their
children. But then, why do we
look down upon women who
choose to raise their kids inde-
pendently? Why can’t she give
her name and identity to her
child in the absence of a father
figure? Raising many such
questions is COLORS’ new fic-
tion drama, ‘Muskuraane Ki
Vajah Tum Ho’ which depicts
the story of one such strong-
willed woman- Katha, who
takes a bold step of embracing
motherhood while dissuading
all social norms. But she is
ridiculed and criticised by
everyone who believes that a
woman is incapable of upbring-
ing a child without a man’s sup-
port. As she enters the new
phase of her life fighting every
challenge that comes her way,
will Katha find a special some-
one who will become the reason
for her happiness? Produced by
Satori Media, the show will fea-

ture debutant Tanvi Malhara as
the protagonist Katha, whereas
actor Kunal Jaisingh will essay
the role of Kabir. ‘Muskuraane
Ki Vajah Tum Ho’ premiered on
1st June 2022 at 8:30 pm and air
every Monday to Friday, only on
COLORS.

Katha is an optimistic young
girl from Nainital who works at

an NGO for women. Her life
takes an unexpected turn as she,
instead of giving in to society’s
stereotypical views, decides to
raise her child by herself.
Destined to cross paths with
Katha, Kabir, a suave business-
man from Udaipur. Smitten by
her persona and resilience, he
falls for Katha and convinces her

to get married. As Katha begins a
new chapter in her life, will
motherhood stand in the way of
their love? Will she be accepted
into her new family despite her
past? Watch Katha’s heartening
journey with ‘Muskuraane Ki
Vajah Tum Ho’ every Monday to
Friday at 8:30 pm only on COL-
ORS.

COLORS launches ‘Muskuraane Ki Vajah Tum Ho’ A
c t r e s s
S o b h i t a
Dhulipala,

who appeared in 'Made In
Heaven - Season 1', has an ex-

citing lineup. 2022 is clearly an
interesting year for Sobhita as

she has several fascinating proj-
ects including 'Major'.
Sobhita Dhulipala says, "This

week is indeed very special for me,
not only because it is my birthday

week, but also because I have the
release of 'Major' on June 3.

Simultaneously, I am prepping for
two exciting projects that I can't

talk about yet.
"While dubbing for Mani Ratnam

Sir's 'Ponniyin Selvan' in Hyderabad, I
thought I'd share this with you. I'm
overjoyed that such wonderful oppor-
tunities are coming my way; in fact,
due to my numerous upcoming releases,
this year will be a pivotal year for me,"
the 'Goodachari' girl stated.

Sobhita stated that she agreed to be a
part of the project as soon as she was
approached.

"Even though it was a special role I
was approached for, it didn't matter
to me. I just wanted to be a part of
the great hero, Sandeep
Unnikrishnan's story", Sobhita
said.

Meanwhile, Sobhita's filmog-
raphy includes a sequel to

'Made In Heaven,' 'The Night
Manager,' a Hollywood

film titled 'Monkey Man,'
M a n i r a t n a m ' s

'Ponniyin Selvan,' and
a few more interesting

projects.

ACROSS

1. Fido's treat

5. Papa's partner

9. Paying attention

14. Bullring shouts

15. Corrosive substance

16. Cowboy show

17. Hunt for

18. Disney clownfish

19. Lock of hair

20. Cilantro

22. Small depressions

23. Soccer's ____ Hamm

24. Compass point (abbr.)

26. Performer

29. Left the throne

35. Scrooge's word

36. "Star Wars" character

38. Group spirit

39. Skip

41. Basil sauce

43. ____ Fitzgerald

44. Actress ____ Richards

46. Ages and ages

48. Snakelike fish

49. Conducting contact

51. Didn't exist

53. Lobe site

54. Author ____ Fleming

55. Rascal

59. Patched a ceiling

65. Eiffel Tower locale

66. Foyer

67. Army mascot

68. ____ acid (protein component)

69. Apex

70. ____ of Capri

71. Madrid's country

72. Robin's abode

73. "Silkwood" actress

DOWN

1. Bartlett's kin

2. Bogus butter

3. Poetic contraction

4. Igloo dweller

5. Heavenly dish

6. Passed effortlessly

7. Silent actor

8. Revered

9. 1930s design style (2 wds.)

10. Folk wisdom

11. Genesis location

12. Take it easy

13. Fling

21. Breezy

25. Singer Paul ____

26. Living quarters

27. Desert animal

28. Biblical pronoun
29. Lime drink
30. Stationed
31. "We ____ Family"
32. Yarns
33. Actress ____ Barkin
34. Distributed cards
37. Puccini work
40. Spasm
42. Shoe tip
45. New spouse's boy
47. Smack
50. Parentless child
52. Weak
54. Tiny landmass
55. Resorts
56. Use a tent
57. Diva's offering
58. Skirt length
60. Shoestring
61. Charity
62. Hurry
63. She, in Nice
64. Gentle animal
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Today you might feel especially idealis-
tic regarding your relationships,
Aquarius. You're likely to see those
closest to you in their best light.
Romantic partners may seem like char-
acters from a fairy tale. This is a good
time to move a love relationship to the
next level of commitment, as long as
you don't forget your partner's foibles. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today you might feel the need to be of
service to others. Your humanitarian
instincts are high, Pisces, though you
might tend to over-idealize the concept a
little. It's wonderful to help those less for-
tunate, but often the process involves a
heavy commitment of time and energy. If
you decide to do this, it could transform
your life in a profound way. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

The arts might seem especially appealing
today, Aries. Also, you could fall in love. If
you're currently involved, expect circum-
stances to develop that show the exalted
side of your partner that you sometimes
forget. If you aren't involved, expect
someone wonderful to appear.
Remember to get to know the person
before getting hooked. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

A number of powerful events could
increase the level of love and positive
energy in your home, Taurus. Visitors with
a spiritual or metaphysical focus could
bring some new and exciting information.
Good news that you never expected could
raise everyone's spirits. Communication
with a humanitarian or spiritual purpose
might take place. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may be in communication with
some new people who appear interest-
ing and excite your curiosity, Gemini.
Spiritual or metaphysical conversations
could take place today over the phone or
video chat. The concepts might be deep,
exalted, and inspiring, yet bring up more
questions than answers. Books on the
subject could prove enlightening. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Experiences you never expected could
come your way today, Cancer. A talent that
you didn't know you had could come to
light. This might involve a combination of
arts and technology, such as computer
graphics or animation, or it might involve
spiritual or humanitarian work. You might
also try fundraising for a charity or a social
or political cause. Don't hesitate. Go to it.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You usually tend toward rational and
scientific ways of thinking, Leo, but
today you might be so intuitive that
you're more likely to use your psychic
abilities. This can be a mixed blessing.
Your rational nature protects you from
identifying too much with the world's
less fortunate. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You're normally intuitive, Virgo, but
today you might feel more psychic than
you ever dreamed you could. Information
received from the media could have you
picking up psychically on the thoughts
and feelings of people you've never met.
This can be emotionally overpowering, so
protect yourself by keeping the white
light around you. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today you could feel especially intu-
itive and more sensitive than usual to
unacceptable social and political con-
ditions, Libra. Ideas for new goals,
perhaps humanitarian, might come to
you. You should be in an especially
idealistic mood, so you might come
up with wonderful possibilities that
aren't workable now. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you might toy with the idea of making
either the arts and humanitarianism or the
spread of higher consciousness your life's
work. Business and money are going well for
you, Scorpio, and you might be thinking in
terms of a future in which you can write
your own career ticket. Although the time
isn't right to actually do it, you should for-
mulate an action plan for the future.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Though you naturally tend to be sensitive to
the feelings of others, Capricorn, today you
might be so in touch with the needs and
desires of those around you that you sense
what they want even before they know it.
Spiritual, emotional, or psychological
insights might come to you throughout the
day. You could even have some prophetic
dreams. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Though you naturally tend to be sensitive
to the feelings of others, Capricorn, today
you might be so in touch with the needs
and desires of those around you that you
sense what they want even before they
know it. Spiritual, emotional, or psycho-
logical insights might come to you
throughout the day. You could even have
some prophetic dreams. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Sobhita Dhulipala
looks forward to

release of 'Major' in
her b'day week

T
he daily habit of
drinking a glass of
milk, especially

during morning break-
fast, is something that
most of us remember dis-
tinctly from our child-
hood. Considered to be
healthy and nutritious,
most parents, especially
mothers, more often have
had their ways to ensure
their children drink it till
the last drop. On World
Milk Day, &TV artists
Kapil Nirmal (Tarakasur,
Baal Shiv), Kamna
Pathak (Happu Singh,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan),
Roshitashv Gour
(Manmohan Tiwari,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai) and
Akansha Singh (Sakina
Mirza, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha hai?) talk about the
fuss and fun of drinking
milk and share their
funny stories about dodg-
ing this mandatory morn-
ing routine.

Akansha Singh, aka
Sakina Mirza in &TV’s
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai?, shares, “I love drink-
ing milk. However, like
many other kids, I too did

not like drinking milk as
a child. So much so that I
used to feed my glass of
milk to cats in our vicini-
ty. I made it a ritual to go
out on the veranda, call
over cats in the area and
feed them my milk.
However, one day one of
our neighbours caught
me in the act and in-
formed my parents. While
they liked that I was feed-
ing the cats, they made it a
ritual to give me a glass of
milk and keep a bowl of
milk for the cats on the ve-
randa. They told me that I
must also drink if I want-
ed the cats to be fed. From
that moment on, I cher-
ished drinking milk, and
of course, its health bene-
fits must not be ignored.
On this World Milk Day, I
recommend everyone to
drink milk and stay
healthy.”

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai? at 9:30 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV.

&TV actors share the fuss
and fun of drinking milk

Nick Jonas is ‘so 
grateful’ to be a fatherA

ctress Sonam Kapoor, who is expecting
her first child, is 'reunited with her love'
Anand Ahuja. Sonam shared a video on

her Instagram stories, wherein she can be heard
saying: "Finally". In the clip, the actress is look-
ing pretty in a blue shirt paired with a golden
necklace and earrings. Anand, on the other hand,
is looking uber cool in a white T-shirt layered
with a black shirt. He can be seen giving a fore-
head kiss to his lovely wife.Sharing the video, she
captioned it as "Reunited with my love," followed
by a lovestruck emoji. Sonam and Anand are ex-
pecting their first child this fall. The couple
shared a post on their respective Instagram pro-
files to announce the news. The post read: "Four
hands. To raise you the very best we can. Two
hearts. That will beat in unison with yours, every
step of the way. One family. Who will shower you
with love and support. We can't wait to welcome
you. #everydayphenomenal #comingthis-
fall2022."

Meanwhile, on the work front, Sonam will be
next seen in Shome Makhija's 'Blind'.

Sonam happy to be
‘reunited with her love’

Anand Ahuja
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Jakarta, Jun 01 (PTI): 

The young Indian men's
hockey team produced a
spirited performance to
beat Japan 1-0 and clinch
the bronze medal in the
Asia Cup here on
Wednesday.

After missing out of a
place in the title clash on
goal difference following
an exciting 4-4 draw with
South Korea on Tuesday,
defending champions
India came out with pur-
pose and scored a field
goal through Raj Kumar
Pal as early as in the sev-
enth minute of the game
and then defended in num-
bers to seal the deal.

India started brightly
and pushed hard in the
first five minutes of the
match but their attacks fiz-
zled once out inside the op-
position D.

The Indians, however,
broke the deadlock in the
seventh minute from a
brisk counter-attack with
Uttam Singh doing all the
hardwork on the right

flank to set it up for
Rajkumar Pal, who neatly
pushed it past the
Japanese goalkeeper
Takashi Yoshikawa.

Three minutes later, the
Indians secured two back-
to-back penalty corners
but wasted both. In the last
five minutes of the first

quarter, Japan pressed
hard in search of the
equaliser and mounted nu-
merous raids but the
Indian defence stood firm
to hold on to their lead.

Trailing by a goal, Japan
continued to attack and in
the process earned two
consecutive penalty cor-

ners in the 20th minute
but the Indians defended
in numbers to keep their
lead intact. Both Japan
and India had a few more
chances in the second
quarters but both the
teams faltered in the final
third. Japan came out at-
tacking after the change of

ends and secured two
more penalty corners in
quick succession but they
failed to break the resolute
Indian defence.

In between India had a
golden chance to extend
their lead but Rajkumar
shot over from close quar-
ters from a SV Sunil pass.

The Japanese put relent-
less pressure on the Indian
citadel in the final two
quarters in search of the
equaliser but the Birendra-
Lakra side stood like a
rock to deny their oppo-
nents.

In the 48th minute,
Japan secured three suc-
cessive penalty corners
but couldn't breach the
Indian backline.

Japan earned another
penalty corner in the 51st
minute but the Indian de-
fence once again foiled the
chance. While Japan
pressed hard in the re-
maining minutes the
Indians put numbers at the
back to successfully defend
their one goal lead and se-
cure a podium finish.

India beat Japan 1-0 to
clinch Asia Cup bronze

Paris, Jun 01 (AP): 

Rafael Nadal insists he
can't know for sure
whether any match at
Roland Garros might be
his very last at a place he
loves, a place he is loved.

For now, if he keeps
winning and keeps per-
forming the way he did
during his monumental
quarterfinal victory over
longtime rival Novak
Djokovic that began in
May and ended in June,
Nadal will have more
chances to play.

With a mix of brilliant
shot-making and his trade-
mark resilience, Nadal got
past the top-seeded defend-
ing French Open champi-
on Djokovic 6-2, 4-6, 6-2, 7-6
(4) to move a step closer to
his 14th championship at
the clay-court Grand Slam
tournament and what
would be a 22nd major tro-
phy overall, adding to
records that he already
owns.

One of those magic
nights for me," Nadal said.

For anyone lucky
enough to be there, too
provided they were able to
stay awake or even anyone
watching from afar. The
match began a little past 9
p.m. Tuesday and conclud-

ed more than four hours
later, after 1 a.m.
Wednesday. TV decides,
Djokovic said about the
late start.

That's the world we are
living in.

The bracket said this
was a quarterfinal, yes,
but it felt like a final, from
the quality of play to the
quality of effort, from the
anticipation that preceded
it to the atmosphere that
enveloped it.

The only missing ingre-
dient: There was no trophy
handed to the winner.

Nadal turns 36 on

Friday, when he will face
third-seeded Alexander
Zverev in the semifinals.
When the subject of
Nadal's future was
brought up during his on-
court interview, he smiled.

See you, by the way, in
two days, Nadal said.
That's the only thing that I
can say. It'll be difficult for
any match the rest of the
way to live up to this one.

Nary a game, a point, a
stroke or, indeed, a step
came with a hint of insou-
ciance. Both men gave
their all. Nothing came
easily.

Nadal tops Djokovic in 
quarterfinal thriller at French Open

Spains Rafael Nadal celebrates winning his quarterfinal match
against Serbias Novak Djokovic in four sets, 6-2, 4-6, 6-2, 7-6 (7-4),
at the French Open tennis tournament in Roland Garros stadium in
Paris, France, Wednesday.

Stavenger , June 01 (PTI): 

Indian chess ace
Viswanathan Anand de-
feated Maxime Vachier-
Lagrave in 40 moves in the
first round of the classical
section of the Norway
Chess tournament here.

The win over the
French player late on
Tuesday enabled the
Indian GM to gain 3
points. American Wesley
So beat Teimur Rajdabov
in the first round to be
level with Anand, while
Magnus Carlsen had to
settle for a draw with
China's Wang Had. In the
blitz event played prior
to the Classical, Anand

had shocked world cham-
pion Carlsen in round
seven on the way to a
fourth-place finish. The

former world champion,
however, suffered defeats
to Anish Giri (the
Netherlands) and
Vachier-Lagrave in the
fourth and ninth round
respectively to finish
with 5 points in the 10-
player blitz event. So fin-
ished on top of the Blitz
standings with 6.5
points, one clear of
Carlsen while Giri took
the third spot. He thus
earned the right to pick
his starting number for
the classical event. In the
classical event, the play-
ers would play an
Armeggedon (sudden
death) game in case of a
draw.

Anand beats Vachier-Lagrave
in Norway Chess tourney New Delhi, June 01 (PTI): 

Ravichandran Ashwin,
one of the sharpest
thinkers in world cricket,
feels that he has reached a
stage in his career where
he is not bothered about as-
sessment of his own per-
formance after every game.

The 35-year-old, who has
taken 442 wickets in 86
Tests, also made a white-
ball comeback after four
years and featured in last
year's T20 World Cup in the
UAE.

However, he has been
rested from the T20 home
series against South Africa
later this month and will
link up with the squad in
the UK for the 'fifth' Test of
the last series against
England. "If you want a re-

alistic answer, I am not as-
sessing my performance at
all. I am not in that phase of
my life where I am think-
ing about what happened

there and what happened
here. Like I told you, I am
living it by the day. "The
last two years have been
hard on a lot of people but

it has been very very kind
and good to me. So just en-
joying my game. I don't
know if it is evident
enough on the ground or
not. I am in totally in a very
good space of mind,"
Ashwin told PTI at the
launch of Voot Select's
'Bandon Mein Tha Dum'.

Ashwin, who has just
got done with the two-
month long IPL, will next
be seen during India's tour
of England in June-July
when the rescheduled fifth
Test will be completed
with the visitors leading 2-
1. The champion spinner
though is looking forward
towards spending his
much-needed break at
home after having lived
out of suitcases for five
months . "Honestly, I am

pretty blank right now. We
have had a long interna-
tional season so not even
thinking about all that in
my head. I have been in
bubbles forever, have got
back home only after five
months. It is about time I
put the pause button on
and live everyday and take
it as it comes."

With COVID-19 on the
wane, cricket boards
around the world are head-
ing towards staging series
without mentally taxing
bio bubbles. Ashwin can
only be happy about that.

"Absolutely. More than
anything else, we need to
look at the larger picture. If
we are able to get over the
pandemic and things are
getting back to normal, we
all should be happy."

‘I am past the phase of assessing my performance after every game’

Paris, June 01 (AP): 

Coco Gauff left Roland
Garros 12 months ago
crestfallen, knowing she
let a big lead slip away in
her major quarterfinal
debut. She vowed to re-
member that and learn
from it.

Consider that done.
Gauff, still only 18, re-

turned to that stage
Tuesday for a second time
and was not about to let
this one end similarly,
beating 2017 U.S. Open
champion and 2018 French
Open runner-up Sloane
Stephens 7-5, 6-2 in a
matchup between
Americans at Court
Philippe Chatrier to reach
her first Grand Slam semi-
final.

"It was just a mental
challenge today," said
Gauff, who began this trip
to Paris by taking photos

near the Eiffel Tower
while holding her recently
earned high school diplo-
ma.

"Last year in the quar-
terfinals, it was a tough
loss for me and I think that
match made me stronger
and better prepared for the
tough moments today."

Gauff has seemed to be

preparing for this sort of
moment for quite some
time, even before she be-
came the youngest qualifi-
er in Wimbledon history at
age 15 and beat Venus
Williams en route to the
fourth round there in 2019,
even before she won the
French Open junior title a
year prior. One measure of

how she has continued to
improve: Her forehand
was long considered her
weaker groundstroke, but
against Stephens, that pro-
duced more winners than
her backhand did.

"I believe in myself.
Even last year, I was too fo-
cused on trying to fulfill
other people's expecta-
tions," said Gauff, who
hasn't dropped a set
through five matches.

"I know no matter how
good or bad my career is, I
know I'm a good person, so
I think that's a good mes-
sage for young people. ...
Just know: If you love
yourself, who cares what
anyone else thinks?"

Her quick rise is quite a
contrast from the long
road her next opponent,
Martina Trevisan of Italy,
traveled along the way to
her own first Slam semifi-
nal at age 28.

Gauff, Trevisan reach 1st Slam semifinal

Johannesburg, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Backing David Miller to
carry his confidence from
the IPL to the away series
against India, South Africa
white-ball skipper Temba
Bavuma said he is open to
having a conversation with
the southpaw regarding
his batting position in the
national T20 team.

Miller enjoyed a fabu-
lous IPL season with the
bat where he was a vital
cog in the Gujarat Titans
team that went on to win
the title in its maiden sea-
son. "It's always nice to see
guys in form. A guy like
David lifting the trophy
with the Gujarat Titans -

the confidence that he will
bring into the team, we
look forward to that,"
Bavuma told reporters at
the pre-departure press
conference on Tuesday
ahead of the series against

India. "David has per-
formed exceedingly well at
the IPL and I'm sure that
will do a world of good for
his confidence and whatev-
er feelings of insecurity
that might be there.

Bavuma open to discussing move up
the order for Miller after IPL success

Paris, June 01 (PTI):

Sania Mirza and her
Czech partner Lucie
Hradecka displayed fear-
less brand of tennis but
much younger and superi-
or American singles play-
ers Coco Gauff and
Jessica Pegula prevailed
in the women's doubles
third round of the French
Open, here on Tuesday.

Despite a combined age
of 72 years, Mirza and
Hradecka produced some
high quality tennis but
lost 4-6 3-6 to Pegula,
ranked 11th in the singles
and world number 23
Gauff. Mirza was impres-
sive with her lower and an-
gled forehands while
Hradecka's power-packed
backhand hitting from the
baseline was a treat to
watch but the Americans
got those crucial points
that dictated the outcome

of the match. Mirza and
Hradecka were down 3-5 in
the opening set but Gauff,
while serving for the set,
committed a double fault
to hand a break chance.

Mirza easily dispatched
a volley to grab the break-

point for the team.
Hradecka served next and
at 30-all, Sania fluffed an
overhead smash to hand
the Americans set point,
which got converted when
the Czech made a return
error. Mirza and Hradecka

had got a measure of their
rivals by now and the fear-
less and confident hitting
had begun.

The Indo-Czech pair
nosed ahead in the second
set by breaking the serve
of Pegula in the very first
game and Mirza made it 2-
0 with an easy hold.

Gauff's serve was put
under pressure. At 30-all,
Mirza went for a deep re-
turn but that sailed over
the baseline. Hradecka too
went for big shots but her
unforced error put the
Americans on board.

Pegula found a stunning
angled winner that sped
off from the corner of the
court when Hradecka
served at 15-40, making it
2-2. They were in danger of
dropping serve again but
Mirza saved three break-
points in the sixth game.
The Americans too saved
three break chances.

New Delhi, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Former India coach Ravi
Shastri reckons that T20
format is not meant for bi-
lateral series between inter-
national teams and the
slam-bang style of cricket
should be restricted to just
World Cup.

Shastri, one of the most
successful India coaches,
also feels that franchise
cricket together with a bi-
ennial T20 World Cup is
best way forward when it
comes to shortest format,
considering fans' appetite
for it. Shastri's comments
have come, days before
India's five-mach T20 series
against South Africa.

"...there's too much of bilat-
eral stuff going on in T20
cricket. I've said that (be-
fore), even when I was the
coach of India, I could see it
happening in front of my
eyes," Shastri told
ESPNcricinfo. "It should go
the football way, where, in
T20 cricket, you just play

the World Cup. Bilateral
tournaments - no one re-
members." Shastri, whose
tenure as India coach ended
last year, said he doesn't "re-
member a single (T20) game
in the last six-seven years
as coach of India, barring
the World Cup." "A team
wins the World Cup, they
will remember it.
Unfortunately, we didn't, so
I don't remember that ei-
ther. "Where I am coming
from is: you play franchise
cricket around the globe;
each country is allowed to
have their franchise crick-
et, which is their domestic
cricket, and then, every two
years, you come and play a
World Cup."

No one remembers bilateral T20 series, play
shortest format in just World Cup: Shastri
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Sania Mirza-Hradecka knocked out

Chennai, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Former champions Chennaiyin
FC on Wednesday roped in
young winger Vincy Barretto on
a multi-year deal ahead of the
upcoming Indian Super League
season.
The Goa-born footballer will
join the two-time champions
after a successful ISL campaign
with Kerala Blasters last sea-
son. Barretto contributed to
Kerala Blasters' runners-up fin-
ish with two goals from 17
matches, which also includes a
left-footed screamer against
Hyderabad FC from outside the
box in a league game. "I'm very
excited to join Chennaiyin FC, a
club that has already been suc-
cessful in its little history. My
only goal is to win more titles

with the club," the 22-year-old
said. A product of Dempo SC,
Barretto will add extra speed
and depth in the wings for the
Marina Machans. He will also
provide exciting offensive
punch and support to the for-
wardline by creating goal-scor-
ing opportunities. After being
part of the Dempo SC's youth
set-up, Barretto received his
first senior contract with FC
Goa's reserve side at the age of
18. He spent three years there,
winning the 2018-19 Goa
Professional League and also
making nine appearances in the
I-League second division.
Later, he moved to I-League
club Gokulam Kerala and played
a crucial role in their maiden
title-winning campaign on his
debut season in 2020-21.

Chennaiyin FC sign young
winger Vincy Barretto

Shot in face in 2008, visually impaired UP officer cracks UPSC
Meerut (UP), Jun 01 (PTI): 

An Uttar Pradesh civil
service officer who partial-
ly lost his sight and hearing
after sustaining seven bul-
let injuries in an attack
after he exposed an alleged
Rs 100-crore scholarship
scam has finally cracked
the UPSC exam. In the
Union Public Service
Commission examination
2021, Rinko Rahee, who can-
not see well from one eye,
has lost hearing in one ear
and has a broken jaw, se-
cured the 683rd rank.

The 40-year-old
Provincial Civil Service
(PCS) officer was attacked
when he was posted as a so-
cial welfare officer in
Muzaffarnagar. He said the
attack was due to the al-
leged scholarship scam he

exposed. Since then, Rahee
says, he has suffered a pun-
ishment posting, a suspen-
sion and even been sent to a
mental asylum by his boss-
es. A resident of Aligarh,
Rahee told PTI that he was
selected in PCS 2004 and
posted in Muzaffarnagar in
2008. "I exposed an over Rs
100-crore scholarship scam
in the district. I had in-
formed the directorate
about it and some days
later, I was attacked in
which I sustained seven
bullet injuries," he said.

"I had to undergo surgery
of my mouth. My eyesight
in one eye has almost gone.
I cannot hear from one year.
One side of my jaw was
completely damaged. But I
somehow survived," Rahee
said. On March 26, 2009,
four accused in the case

were awarded 10-year sen-
tences by the court, while
four other people were set
free for lack of evidence.

"In this matter, there was
'kharid-farokht (use of
money)'. Be it private or
government counsel, both
were managed and the real
culprit saved himself and
was set free," Rahee alleged.
He said there were two
points in the case, a crimi-
nal case and a scam.

"The judge ignored the
scam part. He believed I
had no evidence to prove
that those who attacked me
had any motive to do so. I
had come to know about the
court's verdict a day be-
fore," Rahee claimed.
Irrespective of that, his
punishment never stopped,
he added. "In my present
posting, the government

has charge-sheeted me
twice. When I was shot,
there was a BSP govern-
ment in the state. In the SP
regime, I was sent to a men-
tal asylum, and I was sus-
pended in the BJP regime,"
Rahee said. He claimed he
was suspended in 2018 with-
out any reasons during his
Lalitpur posting and was
later transferred to an
IAS/PCS coaching centre
in Hapur which, he said, is
considered a punishment
posting.

Rahee alleged that some
months back, he got a call
from the director of social
welfare who wanted "a
work done from me and
even threatened to suspend
me". Showering praises on
former IPS officer and
Social Welfare Minister
Asim Arun, he said this

was the first time he got
some support from a minis-
ter to end corruption.

Rahee said he had been
offered bribes but he felt if
he reported them, his eight-
year-old son's life would be
in danger. He added that he
has insured himself so that
if he is attacked again, his
child would not suffer fi-
nancially. Rahee, whose fa-
ther owns a flour shop, did
his BTech from
Jamshedpur before joining
the state services.

"There is no dearth of
honest people. But they
break. I say the test of hon-
esty is when there is an ad-
verse situation. In the fight
between honesty and cor-
ruption, the corrupt system
is so weak that even if one
of its links breaks, it will
collapse," he said.

New Delhi, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Researchers at the Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT), Guwahati have devel-
oped a bio-electrochemical
device called Microbial Fuel
Cell (MFC) which can gen-
erate green energy by treat-
ing waste water. According
to officials, the use of organ-
ic material such as waste
water in MFC makes it an
eco-friendly device that of-
fers a dual benefit of bio-
electricity generation and
waste management.

"Rapid population growth
has led to rising energy de-
mands and environmental
concerns, necessitating the
development of renewable
and sustainable energy pro-
duction techniques. Along
with several renewable en-
ergy sources (solar energy,
wind energy, tidal energy,
and geothermal energy,
among others), the sustain-

able energy sources also in-
clude the 'Blue Energy'
sources of energy harvest-
ing," said T G Sitharam,
Director, IIT Guwahati.
"These are those sources of
energy generation that have
no negative impact on the
environment, and energy is
generated from various
wastes, such as sewage
waste and food industries
wastes. This development
by IIT team has provided an
excellent sustainable ener-
gy source along with treat-
ing several waste waters.
After scaling the process, it
can be used as a source of
clean energy using munici-
pal waste water and other
such areas economically,"
he added. Explaining the
long-term impact of the re-
search, Mihir Kumar
Purkait, Professor at the
Department of Chemical
Engineering, IIT Guwahati,
said further implementa-

tion of this process may
provide an excellent alter-
native to several costlier re-
newable energy extraction
processes. "This study re-
veals that the prepared
Cation Exchange
Membranes (CEMs) are
cheaper and perform better
as compared to the several
reported membranes, as-
sisting in the separation of
charges and potential devel-
opment," he said. 'MFC' is a
bio-electrochemical reactor
system that utilizes elec-
trons liberated in the bio-
chemical oxidation of or-
ganic substrates catalysed
by anaerobic microbes. A
conventional MFC reactor
comprises an anaerobic bi-
otic anode chamber, an
aerobic biotic or abiotic
cathode chamber, and a
separator such as a Proton
Exchange Membrane
(PEM). The active biocata-
lyst in the anodic chamber

anaerobically oxidizes or-
ganic matter present in
waste water to produce
electrons and protons.
Protons are transported to
the cathodic chamber
through the PEM. The ex-
ternal circuit conducts the
electrons to the cathode,
completing the electrical
circuit. At the cathode,
electrons and protons
react in the presence of
oxygen (or another elec-
tron acceptor), which gets
reduced to water.

"The present research fo-
cuses on the development
of cost-effective and high-
performance CEMs for ap-
plication in MFCs. CEMs
being the heart of the ener-
gy extraction process
using MFCs need to be
highly cost-effective along
with being able to perform
magnificently in order to
make the process feasible
and scalable.

Court allows Waze’s plea
to turn approver 

Mumbai, Jun 01 (PTI): 

A special court here on
Wednesday allowed dis-
missed police officer
Sachin Waze's plea to turn
an approver in a corrup-
tion case involving for-
mer Maharashtra home
minister Anil Deshmukh.

In an application filed
before the special CBI
court, Waze claimed he
had cooperated with the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) before
and after his arrest, fol-
lowing which his confes-
sional statement was
recorded before a magis-
trate under provisions of
the Criminal Procedure
Code (CrPC).

In its reply, the CBI had
given its nod to Waze's
plea, subject to certain
conditions. Special judge
D P Shingade on
Wednesday allowed
Waze's plea. "Your appli-
cation is awarded to you,
but subject to certain con-
ditions," the judge said.

Following the court
order, Waze can now de-
pose as a prosecution wit-
ness in the case. Waze was
arrested in March last
year for his alleged role in
the case of an explosives-
laden vehicle found near
industrialist Mukesh
Ambani's residence in
south Mumbai and the
murder of Thane busi-
nessman Mansukh

Hiran.
Waze is currently in ju-

dicial custody. In March
last year, former Mumbai
police commissioner
Param Bir Singh alleged
that Anil Deshmukh, who
was then the home minis-
ter of Maharashtra, had
given a target to police of-
ficers to collect Rs 100
crore per month from
restaurants and bars in
the metropolis.

The CBI had lodged an
FIR against Deshmukh,
Waze and others follow-
ing an order of the
Bombay High Court last
April. After the HC order,
NCP leader Deshmukh
had resigned from the
state cabinet.

Shimla, Jun 01 (PTI): 

A day after Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's Shimla visit, a
local BJP leader's wife re-
called how he had taught
her to cook the perfect
'sabu dana khichdi' when
he was in charge of the
party's Himachal Pradesh
unit in the late 90s.

Seema Sharma, wife of
local BJP leader Deepak
Sharma, told PTI that it
was during the Navratras
in 1997 when she had
cooked khichdi for Modi,
but it was not up to his ex-
pectation. He then
showed her how to cook
the dish, she recalled.

During his Shimla visit
on Tuesday, Modi asked
Chief Minister Jai Ram

Thakur about Deepak
Sharma. Thakur later
mentioned this in his ad-
dress at a rally at the
Ridge Maidan.

Thakur said Modi's
connection with ordinary
BJP workers of
Himachal Pradesh can be
gauged from the fact that
he enquired whether
Deepak Sharma still goes
to the Jakhu temple on
foot.

When contacted,
Sharma, a nominated
councillor in the Shimla
municipal corporation,
said his joy knew no
bounds when he learnt
that Modi remembered
him and enquired about
him.

He told PTI that Modi
used to frequent his

eatery, Deepak Vaishav
Bhojnalya, and residence
located at Middle Bazaar
in Shimla when he was
the state BJP in-charge
during 1997-98.

Sharma said Modi used
to observe fast during the
Navratras twice a year.
During the first
Navratras in March,
Modi used to take only
water, and during the sec-
ond one before
Dussehera, he used to
have fruits etc, he added.

Sharma recalled that
Modi expressed willing-
ness to have 'sabu dana
khichdi (sago)' during the
second Navratras in 1997,
and his wife Seema
Sharma cooked for him,
but it was not up to his ex-
pectation.

Modi was then staying
at the Peterhoff Hotel,
Seema Sharma said,
adding that he had called
up to speak to her and
taught her how to cook
the perfect 'sabu dana
khichdi'.

"Since then, whenever I
cook 'sabu dana khichdi',
I cook it the way Modi
taught me," Seema said,
expressing her gratitude
to the prime minister for
remembering her hus-
band.

Deepak Sharma said he
had been visiting the fa-
mous Jakhu temple in
Shimla daily for the last
32 years and Modi had
also accompanied him 10-
12 times during his time
as the state BJP in-
charge.

Emotions run high at 
cremation of school teacher 

Samba, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Rajni Bala, a govern-
ment school teacher who
was killed by terrorists in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Kulgam district, was cre-
mated here on Wednesday,
amid an outpouring of
grief and anger. Slogans of
"Rajni Bala Amar Rahe,
Amar Rahe" rent the air as
her husband, Raj Kumar,
lit the pyre and a sea of
mourners bid a tearful
farewell to her.

At her home in Nanke
Chak village, Bala's par-
ents and in-laws were in-
consolable. Bala, who was
posted at a government
school in Kulgam's
Gopalpora, was shot dead

by terrorists on Tuesday.
Kumar, also a govern-

ment school teacher, said
in view of the targeted
killings of Hindus in the
Valley, he and his wife had
repeatedly requested the
administration to transfer
her to a safer area.

His and his wife's trans-
fer orders came on
Monday night. Tuesday
was supposed to be Bala's
last day at the school in
Gopalpora, he said. "I had
given an application to the
chief education officer of
Kulgam. We told him that
the school is not safe for
my wife but he did not do
anything," Kumar alleged.

As nothing happened
despite having submitted
multiple applications to
the CEO, he said, he and
his wife met the director of
school education in

Srinagar on Monday.
"We requested him to

post us in the same school
and gave him its name.
Both of us were trans-
ferred to that school on
Monday night," Kumar
said. "Had the administra-
tion transferred her to a
safer place earlier, she
might have been alive
today. Just a day after her
transfer order came, she
was killed by terrorists,"
he told reporters.

He said his wife was
shot dead minutes after he
dropped her off at her
school. "I dropped her off
at her school and went
back to my school. Later, I
was informed that my wife
was shot at and she died
on the spot," he said.
Kumar said Hindus are
soft targets in Kashmir
and the administration

should relocate all of them
to safer places.

Those who joined Bala's
final journey also demand-
ed protection for Hindu
employees serving in the
Muslim-majority Kashmir
Valley. Villagers demand-
ed that a school in Nanke
Chak be named after Bala.

"We demand that the
school in the village be
named after Rajni Bala
and the transfer policy be
reviewed to transfer
Hindus out of Kashmir.
Kashmir is not a safe place
for Hindu employees," said
a villager Narinder
Kumar.

Jammu and Kashmir
BJP chief Ravinder Raina,
who also attended Bala's
last rites, said her death
would be avenged by en-
suring the burial of
her killers.

p Shot dead by 
terrorists in J-K
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Mortal remains of Bollywood playback singer Krishnakumar Kunnath, popularly known as KK, being taken to airport
from Rabindra Sadan in Kolkata, Wednesday. 

TRIBUTE TO KK 

People take part in a programme organised on the anniversary of merger of Princely States, at Shaheed Gate in
Bhopal, Wednesday.

ANNIV OF PRINCELY STATE MERGER

Shimla woman recalls how Modi taught
her to make ‘sabu dana khichdi’

In corruption case against Anil Deshmukh

IIT Guwahati develop tech to generate
green energy from waste water

Bihar’s ‘Langara aam’ and ‘Shahi
Litchi’ to get new overseas markets

Patna, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Bihar's juicy and aromat-
ic 'Langara aam' and
Geographical Indication
(GI) tagged Shahi Litchi'
from Muzaffarpur will soon
get new overseas markets
Mauritius, New Zealand,
Bahrain and Qatar, an offi-
cial said. The Agricultural
and Processed Food
Products Export
Development Authority
(APEDA) recently organ-
ized a virtual meeting of in-
ternational fruit exporters
and importers with the
Bihar-based Farmer
Producer Organizations
(FPOs) for the promotion of
Bihar's 'Langara aam' and
'Shahi Litchi' in overseas
markets of Mauritius, New

Zealand, Bahrain, Qatar,
the UK and the UAE. "The
APEDA in association with
the Bihar Fruit & Vegetable
Development Corporation
(BFVDC) will soon send
sample shipments along
with considerable quantity
of Langara aam and Shahi
Litchi to Mauritius, New
Zealand, Bahrain and
Qatar. Modalities of send-
ing sample shipments are
being finalized. These coun-
tries are the new addition
this year. "Last year, the
APEDA had sent sample
shipments of GI-tagged
Zardalu Mangoes of
Bhagalpur and Shahi Litchi
to several European and
Gulf countries , C B Singh,
Regional In-charge (UP,
Bihar, Uttarakhand) of

APEDA told PTI. Just like
Alfonso mangoes from
Maharashtra, Kesar from
Gujarat, Banaganapalli
from Andhra Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh Banarasi
Langra are sold in the inter-
national market, the
APEDA wants to promote
Bihar's Langara aam and
Shahi Litchi in overseas
markets of Mauritius, New
Zealand, Bahrain and
Qatar. The process to send
the first lot of sample ship-
ments of Shahi Lithci to
Bahrain and Qatar has al-
ready started. This is for
the first time Bihar's litchis
are being sent to Bahrain
and Qatar, Singh said,
adding sample shipments of
Langara aam will also be
sent very soon.

IIMC Jammu 
students visit LoC 

To learn about life 
of soldiers on border

Jammu, Jun 01 (PTI): The
Indian Institute of Mass
Communications (IIMC)
students visited forward
areas along the Line of
Control here to gain first-
hand knowledge of the basic
dynamics, demography,
newly introduced weapon
system and life of soldiers
deployed on the border. The
journalism students of
IIMC's northern regional
centre at Jammu visited the
Line of Control (LoC) in
Pallanwal-Akhnoor sector
on Tuesday, a defence
spokesman said here. "This
familiarisation tour was co-
ordinated by the Public
Relations Office, Ministry of
Defence, Jammu and organ-
ised by Crossed Swords
Division of White Knight
Corps," he said.
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Razed
NNooiiddaa:: Over 50 farmhous-
es that had come up ille-
gally along the Yamuna
floodplains in Noida in
Uttar Pradesh were razed
down during a major anti-
encroachment drive on
Wednesday, officials said.
The demolished proper-
ties were located in an
area spanning 1,45,000 sq
metre and estimated to
be costing around Rs 55
crore, the Noida
Authority officials said.

Shot at 
AAmmrriittssaarr:: Two persons
were shot at and injured
by unidentified assailants
outside Khalsa College at
GT Road here on
Wednesday, police said.
The injured were identi-
fied as Lovepreet Singh
and Gursimran Singh,
both residents of Batala,
they said. Lovepreet and
Gursimran were shot at
by two armed assailants,
who came on a two-
wheeler and fled the spot
after committing the
crime, the police said.

Mishap
NNuuhh:: Three people,
including an eight-year-
old boy, died in a septic
tank in this district,
police said on
Wednesday. The incident
took place in Bichhor vil-
lage in Punhana block on
Tuesday, they said. After
the boy fell into the tank
accidentally while playing
near it, the boy's father
and one other person
went into it to save him.
All three of them died in
the incident, police said.

Stabbed 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Three persons
were arrested for murder-
ing a 22-year-old in north-
west Delhi's Adarsh Nagar
area after the man refused
to handover beer bottles
to them, police said on
Wednesday. The accused
have been identified as
Ankit Kumar (21), Brijesh
Mathur (20) and Himanshu
Kumar (19), all residents
of Mukundpur, they said.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi
with Womens World Boxing
Championships 2022 gold

medalist boxer Nikhat Zareen,
in New Delhi. 
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New Delhi, Jun 01 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate on Wednesday
summoned Congress pres-
ident Sonia Gandhi and
her MP son Rahul Gandhi
for questioning in a money
laundering case linked to
the National Herald news-
paper, officials said.

While Sonia Gandhi, 75,
has been asked to depose
before the federal agency
at its headquarters in cen-
tral Delhi on June 8, Rahul
Gandhi has been asked to
appear on Thursday (June
2).

Congress leader
Abhishek Manu Singhvi
told at a press conference
that Sonia Gandhi will
comply with the sum-
mons.

Rahul Gandhi, 51, has
written to the probe
agency to postpone the
date to after June 5 as he is
not in the country, Singhvi
and another Congress
leader Randeep Surjewala
told reporters.

"The Modi government
should know that by regis-
tering such fake and fabri-
cated cases, they cannot
succeed in their cowardly
conspiracy," Singhvi said.

The case to probe al-
leged financial irregulari-
ties in the party-promoted
Young Indian that owns
the National Herald news-
paper was registered re-
cently. The agency, offi-
cials said, wants to record
the statements of Sonia
and Rahul Gandhi under
criminal sections of the

Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

The National Herald is
published by Associated
Journals Limited (AJL)
and owned by Young
Indian Pvt Limited. The
agency recently ques-
tioned senior Congress
leaders Mallikarjun
Kharge and Pawan Bansal
as part of the investiga-
tion. The questioning of
the senior Congress lead-
ers and the Gandhis is
part of the ED's investiga-
tion to understand the
shareholding pattern, fi-
nancial transactions and
role of the promoters of
Young Indian and AJL, of-
ficials said. The agency
registered a fresh case
under the criminal provi-
sions of the PMLA after a
trial court here took cogni-
sance of an Income Tax
Department probe against
Young Indian Pvt Ltd on
the basis of a private crim-
inal complaint filed by
BJP MP Subramanian
Swamy in 2013.

The members of the
first family of the
Congress party, including
Sonia Gandhi and Rahul
Gandhi, are among the
promoters and sharehold-
ers of Young Indian. After

the ED examined Kharge
last month, the Congress'
whip in Lok Sabha
Manickam Tagore ac-
cused the government of
"harassing" him.

BJP MP Swamy had ac-
cused Sonia Gandhi,
Rahul Gandhi and others
of conspiring to cheat and
misappropriate funds with
Young Indian Pvt Ltd pay-
ing only Rs 50 lakh to ob-
tain the right to recover Rs
90.25 crore that Associate
Journals Ltd owed to the
Congress.

Mainpur, Jun 01: 

Father and son on a
Scooty crossing Shobha
Thana, about 22 kms from
Mainpur, were nabbed with
745 pieces of raw diamonds,
estimated to cost around Rs
50 lakh here on Wednesday.
The two were smuggling di-
amonds from world famous
gold mines of Payalikhand
and were going to Odisha
through jungle area.

It was on tip from an in-
former to Shobha Thana
police that as per instruc-
tions from senior police of-
ficers, a special team of
Shobha Thana was formed
and they were sent to
Mainpur Shobha Thana
Odisha jungle and were
checking vehicles at
Kusiyarbarcha Kachana

near Dhurva Mandir.
It was on Tuesday

evening at around 6:00 pm,
the father and son in a
Scooty of slatey coloured
bearing No. OD 22 M 3038

all of sudden were shocked
to see the police conducting
checking and tried to es-
cape. The Police chased
both father and son and
managed to arrest the two
at a short distance. On ask-
ing father disclosed his
name as Khokhan Dali, S/o
Nitai Dalhi (48), and his son
Viplav Dali, S/o Khokhan
Dali.

When the Police conduct-
ed search, the found 745

pieces of raw diamonds in
their possession and could
not produce any valid docu-
ments in support of it. A
case under section 379 of
IPC and 4 (21) of Mining
Act was filed against the
two and the police seized
745 pieces of diamonds, two
wheeler from them.

Patna, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on
Wednesday said his
government will un-
dertake a socio-eco-
nomic survey of all
castes and commu-
nities in the state,
following the
Centre's reluctance
to conduct a caste
census nationally.

Talking to reporters here
after chairing an all-party
meeting, Kumar said the
necessary cabinet clear-
ance for the mammoth ex-
ercise will be given soon. He
asserted that all parties
unanimously supported the
proposed move and replied

in the negative when asked
if he faced any opposition.
At the meeting, leader of

the opposition
Tejashwi Yadav rep-
resented the RJD
while the BJP,
which has been fac-
ing accusations fol-
lowing the Centre's
refusal, had Deputy
Chief Minister
Tarkishor Prasad
and state unit chief

Sanjay Jailswal among its
representatives.

Yadav, while interacting
with journalists, demanded
that the Centre provide fi-
nancial help to Bihar in
conducting the exercise,
which is likely to incur
heavy expenditure.

New Delhi, Jun 01 (PTI): 

The Centre on
Wednesday approved a
proposal to relax the mini-
mum educational qualifi-
cation to recruit native
tribal youths from interior
areas of Bijapur,
Dantewada and Sukma in
Chhattisgarh as constables
in the CRPF.

The decision was taken
at a meeting of the Union
Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

here. The Union cabinet
has approved a proposal of
the Ministry of Home
Affairs to relax requisite
minimum educational
qualification from 10th
class pass to 8th Class for
the recruitment of 400 can-
didates as constable (gen-
eral duty) in the CRPF
from three districts of
south Chattisgarh namely
Bijapur, Dantewada and
Sukma, an official release
said. Apart from issuing
advertisement in local
newspapers and adopting
all means for wider public-
ity of this rally in these in-
terior areas of the three
districts, the CRPF would

subsequently impart for-
mal education during the
probation period to these
newly recruited trainees, it
said. As many as 400 tribal
youths from interior areas
of these three districts will
get employment opportu-
nities. Appropriate relax-
ation in physical standards
for recruitment will also
be given by Ministry of
Home Affairs, the state-
ment added. The CRPF is
one of Central Armed
Police Forces, basically
meant for duties like main-
tenance of law and order,
tackling counter insur-
gency and maintaining in-
ternal security.

Mumbai, Jun 01:

Testing for Covid will be
ramped up in Mumbai as the
test positivity rate in the city
has jumped to six per cent, the
civic body Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation, or BMC,
said today. It has asked offi-
cials to immediately increase
testing "on war footing".
Testing labs have also been
asked to be proactive and fully
staffed. "Daily new cases have
tremendously increased in
Mumbai, with monsoon around
the corner, we will now see a

rapid rise in symptomatic
cases," it warned. The BMC
has further asked for the vacci-
nation drive in the 12-18 years
category, and booster doses, to
be pushed aggressively.
Fearing another sharp rise in
symptomatic cases, the civic
body has asked for jumbo field
hospitals to be kept adequately
staffed and on alert now.
Private hospitals have also
been asked to be on alert.
Other readiness measures like
reviewing the status of ward
war rooms to ensure they are
fully equipped with staff, med-
ical teams, and ambulances
have been ordered. 

New space
policy soon

New Delhi, June 01 (PTI) 

Seeking to further increase pri-
vate participation, the govern-
ment will soon unveil a new
space policy that could see the
rise of India's own "SpaceX-like
ventures", Principal Scientific
Advisor Ajay Kumar Sood has
said. In an interview to PTI, the
government's top science advisor
said consultations have taken
place and the final version of the
space policy would soon be
referred to the Empowered
Technology Group for further
examination. "Space policy is in
the works. We have not been
using it much, but the new tech-
nology of low earth orbit (LEO)
satellites that is a low cost game.

CONCERN FOR TRIBALS

Govt relaxes educational qualification norms
̈ To recruit tribal

youths from
Chh’garh in CRPF

Mumbai warns of huge
spike in Covid cases

̈ Positivity rate at 6% 

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

ED summons Sonia, Rahul 

The Congress on
Wednesday said it is not
afraid of any summons by
the Enforcement Directorate
in the National Herald case
and will not be cowed down
by any such "vendetta" by
the BJP government.
Congress leaders Abhishek
Manu Singhvi and Randeep
Surjewala said party presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi has been
summoned by the ED for
questioning in a money
laundering case linked to
the National Herald newspa-
per on June 8, and she was
determined to appear
before the agency as she
has nothing to hide.
They said former Congress
chief Rahul Gandhi has also
been summoned, and that
he has written to the probe
agency to postpone the date
to after June 5 as he is not
in the country.

‘Not afraid of 
such tactics’

Two nabbed with 745 pieces of raw diamonds

SP Gariyband JR Thakur
informed that the depart-
ment is taking action
against those involved in
smuggling of precious
stones from the region and
due action is being taken
against them under Mining
Act. Search in the diamond
mines is going on on regular
basis and it would continue
in the near future.

What SP says:

Nitish okays socio-economic survey
of all castes, communities

Kolkata, Jun 01: 

BCCI presi-
dent Sourav
Ganguly sent a
cryptic tweet on
Twitter which
has everyone
guessing about
his next move.
Ganguly, who currently
heads the BCCI and has
been a successful captain for
India, had recently met
Indian home minister Amit
Shah at his residence in
Kolkata. The speculations
are growing as to what
Ganguly is planning next.
Taking to Twitter, he shared
an update with his fans, in
which he wrote: "2022 marks

the 30th year since the start
of my journey with cricket
in 1992. Since then, cricket
has given me a lot. Most im-
portantly, it has given me
the support of all of you.

‘I’m planning to start
something new’

Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) secretary Jay
Shah has said that former
India captain Sourav Ganguly
has not resigned as the
board's president. Shah's
clarification comes after

speculation arose following a
statement that Ganguly had
put out to thank fans going
into the 30th anniversary of
the start of his journey in

Ganguly is not 
resigning: Shah 

Bhilai, Jun 01: 

A contract worker was
killed while his companion
was fatally injured in a
workplace mishap which
occurred at Bhilai Steel
Plant on Wednesday. The
incident occurred at the
Blast Furnace #7, which
has been shut down for the
last eight months for capi-
tal repairs. The victims
were conducting welding
works under the capital re-
pair of the Air Lifting
Chamber of the Slag
Granulation Plant when a
blast occurred. One of the

labourers died on the spot
while the second one has
been admitted to the hospi-
tal in serious condition.

According to informa-
tion, the incident occurred
around 12:00 hrs on
Wednesday. Contract work-
ers Parmeshwar Sikka and
Rahul Upadhyaya of the

contractor Aman
Constructions were con-
ducting welding works at
the Air Lifting Chamber of
SGP in Blast Furnace #7.
This chamber is more than
13 meters deep. The labour-
ers had tied safety belts for
working in this chamber.
Suddenly a blast occurred
possibly due to the pres-
ence of some gases in the
chamber. The chamber was
soon engulfed with flames
and smoke. Both the
labourers suffered burns
as their clothes caught fire.
Parmeshwar Sikka any-
how managed to unlock his

safety belt and come out of
the chamber. As his clothes
were still burning, he
jumped into a water tank
to douse the flames.
However, Rahul
Upadhyaya was not fortu-
nate enough and got
trapped in the chamber. He
was not able to unlock his
safety belt and succumbed
at the work place.

On information, Fire
Tenders reached the spot
and rescue operations were
launched. Firemen went
down into the smoke-filled
chamber and rescued
Rahul Upadhyaya.

One killed, another injured in fatal mishap at BSP
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Bhilai, Jun 01: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant accord-
ed a warm farewell to BSP
employees who retired in
May 2022. As many as 140
employees, including 21
Executives and 111 Non-
Executives superannuated
in May 2022.

Eight Non-Executives
from Mines also retired in
May 2022. The manage-
ment of BSP appreciated
the contribution of the re-
tiring employees and
wished them the best for
their future.

Among the executives
retiring from service in

May 2022 are Manash
Biswas, ED (Mines and
Rowghat), GA Rao, CGM
(CO CCD), BK Dey, CGM
(Projects), GP Ojha, CGM

(PPC), Ajay Kumar
Sharma, GM (RSM), Anil
Kumar Mittal, GM (CO
CCD), PR Rao, GM (SMS
2), PW Khapre, GM (SMS

3), Ajit Singh, GM (CO
CCD), Sanjay Boratwar,
GM (Hirri Mines),
Sandeep Kumar Jain, GM
(Projects), Abhijit

Sengupta, DGM (MPRD),
Rakesh Mishra, DGM
(SED), Arun Kumar
Sharma, DGM (SP 3), PR
Thaware, DGM (MRD),

Ram Kumar Thakur, AGM
(CO CCD), Sabeer Alam,
AGM (CO CCD), Umesh
Kumar Patel, SM (OHP),
Debendra Kumar Pati,

Manager (Merchant Mill),
Ram Vinay Tiwari,
Manager (BF) and Sharad
Kumar Bokhad, Manager
(M & HS).

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 01: One Day
Webinar on the topic  "
Online Tools for Teaching
and Learning" was organ-
ised  on May 31, 2022 by PG
Department of
Mathematics and
Computer Science and
Institutional Innovation
Council of St Thomas
College, in collaboration
with MoU Partner
Government Dr Babasaheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar PG
college, Dongargaon.

Dr Suja Varghese Head
(Department of
Mathematics and
Computer Science) wel-
comed Dr Joseph Mar
Dionysius Chairman St
Thomas Mission, Father Dr
Joshi Varghese
Administrator of St
Thomas College, Dr MG
Roymon Principal St
Thomas College, Dr
Debjani Mukherjee IQAC
Coordinator St Thomas
College, Dr BN Meshram,
Principal, Government Dr

Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar PG College
Dongargaon  and Resource
person of this webinar LK
Gavel, Assistant professor
and Head Department of
Computer Science,
Government Ghanshyam
Singh Gupta College Balod
along with other digni-
taries and participants of
both colleges.

Dr MG Roymon appreci-
ated the department  for

organising the webinar in
such an advanced topic on
teaching and learning ap-
proach. He said that this is
a pedagogical approach for
integration of synchro-
nous and asynchronous
learning tools and wished
that the participants will
have an informative expe-
rience with this webinar.

Dr BN Meshram wel-
comed gathering and said
that the topic was relevant

during covid  and it is used
in various subjects and
areas. She thanked college
to choose such a knowl-
edgeable topic for one day
webinar and hoped that
students will be benefitted
with this.

LK Gavel resource per-
son discussed virtual class-
room software and learn-
ing management system
software and Google class-
room tour. In virtual class-

room software such as
google meet, Zoom, cisco
Webex etc. In learning
management system soft-
ware Edmodo and Google
sites and Moodle etc.

In Google classroom he
explained it as an open
source and usage in up-
loading assignment and
assigning grades to stu-
dents. He explained how to
create Classroom in
Google classroom and how
to create assignments and
marking schemes. Vote of
thanks was delivered by
Chetan Kumar Sahu, Head
of Department of
M a t h e m a t i c s ,
Government Dr
Babasaheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar PG college,
Dongargaon. 250 delegates
registered for the webinar.

The webinar was com-
pared by Preeti Jain and
conducted by Dr Smita
Suresh Daniel, Dr Santosh
Kumar Miri, K Manju and
Jyoti Dewangan. The
Technical support was
given by Pushkar Verma.

Police saves Rs 3.20 lakh
lost in cyber fraud

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 01: The newly
constituted Crime Branch
(Cyber Cell) has managed
to save almost Rs 3.20 lakhs
lost in the cyber frauds.
The duped money has been
refunded to the bank ac-
counts of the cyber fraud
victims. SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava has urged the peo-
ple to immediately inform
the police about the inci-
dents of cyber fraud.

If reported early, cops
can avoid the losses. SP Dr
Pallava stated that the
cyber fraud victims can
send their complaints on
his whatsapp number
7898815399 so that police
can take immediate action
and save the lost money.

Three such incidents of
cyber fraud occurred re-
cently in which the lost
amount of Rs 3.20 lakh has
been saved. Soma Shastri of
Pragati Nagar Risali had
complained that one fraud-
ster contacted her regard-
ing electricity bill payment.

She downloaded an appli-
cation on the mobile and
she made the first payment
of Rs 20 through this app.
On the basis of this trans-
action, the fraudster with-
drew Rs 200000 through net
banking from her bank ac-
count on May 30.

A complaint was lodged
at Newai Police Station
after which the Cyber Cell
immediately contacted the
SBI RBO office and the
above transaction was put
on hold by the bank. Later
the duped amount of Rs 2
lakh was returned back to
the victim's bank account.

Second incident oc-
curred with Subhankar
Chakraborty of Jayanti
Nagar, Sikola, Durg. He
lodged a complaint at
Mohan Nagar Police
Station on April 28.

He complained that one
fraudster duped Rs 59691 in
three installments through
POS medium by luring
him of reward points in
the credit card. This fraud
was done through a mer-

chant named "Nobroker".
On receipt of the infor-

mation, the Cyber Cell im-
mediately contacted
Nobroker Merchant
through email after which
the transaction was
stopped. The duped
amount Rs 39400 was put
on hold.

The third incident oc-
curred with Ankush
Kumar Das of Talpuri. The
fraudster contacted the vic-
tim for SIM card update
and made him download
an app named Anydesk on
the mobile phone.

Using this app, the ac-
cused withdrew about Rs
129999 in two installments
from the SBI account of
the victim. The victim
lodged a complaint at
Bhilai Nagar Police Station
on May 11 after which
Cyber Cell swung into ac-
tion and immediately con-
tacted SBI RBO office and
got the transactions on
hold. The victim got Rs
80000 refunded to the bank
account.

Property worth crores
destroyed in fire at
industrial premises

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 01: Major fire
broke out at the premises
of Simplex Group located
in Nandini Road on the in-
tervening night of
Wednesday. Property
worth crores was de-
stroyed in the mishap.
Fortunately there were no
casualties.

According to informa-
tion, fire broke out in the
multi-storeyed building in
the premises of Simplex
Group around 02:00 hrs on

Wednesday. On informa-
tion, four Fire Tenders
reached the spot and fire
fighting operations were
launched. They used foam
and water to douse the
flames. As the fire had
spread in the entire build-
ing, it took around three
hours to extinguish the
flames completely. 13 fire-
men conducted the fire
fighting operations.
Causes of the fire were un-
known. Jamul Police is
conducting a probe over
the mishap.

BJP stages demonstration against
Congress ruled civic body

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 01: On
Wednesday, the Bharatiya
Janata Party members led
by Rajya Sabha Member
Saroj Pandey staged an ag-
gressive demonstration
against the Congress ruled
civic body - Durg
Municipal Corporation.

They accused the DMC
Mayor, Durg MLA and
other leaders of Congress
of ignoring the public
problems and deteriorat-
ing the civic amenities.
The activists led by Saroj
Pandey marched to the
DMC headquarters and
questioned the DMC
Mayor for various prob-
lems of common people.

BJP workers expressed
ire over the ignorant
working style of the cor-
poration. They raised slo-
gans against the MLA,
Mayor and the DMC ad-

ministration. Heavy po-
lice force was deployed to
prevent the demonstra-
tors from entering the
DMC premises. The
demonstrators tried to
break the police barricad-
ing but the cops managed
to stop them. Considering
the situation, DMC
Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi came out for
talks with the agitators.

BJP leaders handed
over a memorandum relat-
ed to the public problems
to the Commissioner. BJP
leaders stated that if the
problems are not resolved
within seven days, they
will resort to aggressive
agitation. After getting as-
surance from the
Commissioner, the demon-
strators returned back.

Earlier, the BJP leaders

addressed a rally at the
sports ground of the
Government School.
Addressing the gathering,
Rajya Sabha MP Saroj
Pandey raised questions
on the working style of
Durg Municipal
Corporation. She said that
the people are feeling trou-
bled due to the ignorant
working of DMC in the
last 30 months. It is unfor-

tunate that a large popula-
tion is suffering water
woes in the Congress-
ruled civic body.

City sanitation system
has almost collapsed in
the entire city. She further
said that the Gaurav Path
constructed during BJP
rule has been demolished
without any planning.
Poor people are being ha-
rassed and their shelter is

being snatched. People are
suffering due to lack of
basic amenities, she al-
leged. After the public
rally, the BJP workers
marched to the DMC head-
quarters and staged a
demonstration.

District BJP President
Jitendra Verma, General
Secretary Lalit
Chandrakar, Natwar
Tamrakar, Chandrika
Chandrakar, Usha Tawri,
Ajay Verma, Santosh
Soni, Dinesh Devangan,
Manoj Mishra, Satish
Samarth, Deepak Chopra,
Shekhar Chandrakar,
Lukesh Baghel,
Jageshwar Sahu, Maya
Belchandan, Sanvla Ram
Dahre, Basant
Chandrakar, Kalpana
Joshi, Vinod Arora, KS
Chauhan, Nitesh Sahu,
Gaurav Sharma and other
BJP leaders and workers
were present.

Webinar on ‘Online Tools for 
Teaching and Learning’ conducted

Farewell accorded to retiring BSP employees Sinter Plant 3 cre-
ates new monthly
production record
Bhilai, Jun 01: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant's Sinter
Plant 3 (SP 3) has created a
monthly production
record on May 29, 2022, two
days before the end of the
month.

A new monthly record
was created at SP 3 by pro-
ducing 4,26,309 T in May 22
till May 29, surpassing the
previous record of 4,11,349
T in May 2021.

Senior officers of the
Plant congratulated the SP
3 collective for the mile-
stone achievement and
urged them to achieve tar-
gets set for the shop and
create new milestones in
the future.

Women preparing sanitary pads in urban Gauthan
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Jun 01: In the
urban Gauthan under
Bhilai Nagar Municipal
Corporation limits,
women have installed ma-
chines and are making
sanitary pads with the use
of it. The machines are
worth about rupees one
and a half lakh.

The BMC
Commissioner Prakash
Survey reached the
guathan and inspected the
work. He also gave neces-
sary instructions to the
women in this direction.
During the inspection,
Zone Commissioner
Manish Gaikwad,
Assistant Engineer in-

charge Alok Pashine,
Deputy Engineer Gaurav
Agarwal, Ajay Shukla
from Social Welfare
Department, Phanindra
Bose from National Urban
Livelihood Mission,
Sulochana Dhankar from
Women Self Help Group,
Rekha Baghel etc were
present.

Jagat Janani Mahila
Self Help Group of Sector
2 has taken the responsi-
bility of providing this
pad to the girls and
women belonging to
weaker sections. Group
President Anamika Singh
said that the specialty of
this pad is that it keeps
women energetic during
menstruation, that is be-

cause onion pulp is being
used in the pads being
made at Gauthan, which
is generally not used in
sanitary pads.

Elaborating further
about its additional fea-
tures she informed that
gel sheet is being used in
this pad whereas usually
other pads do not have it,
Furthermore, Anamika
said that it will be avail-
able at a rate cheaper
from the market so that it
comes within the reach of
women who cannot af-
ford to spend much on
pads.

It needs a mention that
the group is working
since 2015, and it began
the journey by making

papad, pickle, bijori, badi
etc, but in 2018 since reg-
istration with the corpo-
ration, the women got
motivation and instead of
making household items,
they decided to do some-
thing different and the
concept of making sani-
tary pads came to mind.

The Mayor Neeraj Pal
has given a space to such
women in Gauthan to
give a better platform to
the women of self-help
groups, who can also
work in the direction of
women's health and earn
financial income. About
14 women are working in
Jagat Janani Mahila Self
Help Group, in which
Treasurer Phoolwati

Bhagat and Secretary
Pramila Dadsena have a
very important role.

About the preparation
of sanitary pads, it is
going through every
process that is needed for
a better pad, the safety of
women has been taken
care of in it. Wood pulp,
onion sheet, sheet, back
sheet and front sheet and
gel sheet are being used
in sanitary pads.

Anamkia informed
that sanitary pads go
through four processes,
cutting, bonding, sterili-
zation and packaging
which are its important
processes. She added that
the sanitary pads will be
ready within 10 days.
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RELIEF UNDER THE SHADE

The Skywalk is acting a big-relief to two-wheeler riders near the traffic signal at Shastri Chowk, providing much
required relief during hot-afternoon hours here on Wednesday.

Raipur, Jun 01:

The two-day ‘Nav
Sankalp Chintan Shivir’
workshop of Congress
started here at
Maheshwari Bhavan in
Kamal Vihar here on
Wednesday. On the first
day, CM Bhupesh Baghel,
PCC state in-Charge PL
Punia, PCC Chief Mohan
Markam, state secretary
in-Charge Dr Chandan
Yadav garlanded the
party’s flag and inaugurat-
ed the workshop  garland-
ing photo of father of na-
tion Mahatma Gandhi and
lighted the traditional
lamp and formally inau-
gurated the workshop.

At the inauguration,
first the speech of the
AICC President Sonia
Gandhi and Rahul Gandhi

delivered at the Udaipur
Chitan Shivir was shown
on video and all were ap-
prised about the decisions
taken in the Udaipur
‘Chintan Shivir’.PCC
Chief gave the welcome
speech and CM Bhupesh
Baghel presented the pres-
idential speech and then
PCC State in-Charge PL
Punia addressed the au-
gust gathering.

The second session of
the workshop started with
speech by the PCC secre-
tary in-charge Dr
Chandan Yadav and the
state’s senior minister TS
Singh Deo apprised about
the concerns and party
view points raised in the
party’s Udaipur Chintan
Shivir. The national secre-
tary Vikas Upadhyay and
Deepak Baij who also par-

ticipated in the Chintan
Shivir also addressed the
gathering.

On this occasion discus-
sions were held to
strengthen the party
based upon the conclusion
and decisions taken in the
Udaipur ‘Chintan Shivir’
and to introduce those de-
cisions in Chhattisgarh
Congress as well and they
all prepared a work plan
for it. General Secretary
in-charge Amarjeet
Chawla put up a proposal
to make Rahul Gandhi as
the National President of
Congress and the proposal
was passed by the
Congmen present by rais-
ing their hands in the
favour of the proposal.

On the second day of
the workshop, discussions
on the decisions taken in

the  Udaipur ‘Chintan
Shivir’; expansion of the
organization; district-level
foot-march; programme
on occasion of 75th an-
niversary of the
Independence  in capital
city; appointment in the
vacant posts in the organi-
zation; protest and move-
ment against the central
government and other is-
sues pertaining to the
state and the organization
would be discussed.

On the first day of the
workshop, all the
Ministers of the
Bhupesh’s government,
MLAs, MPs, Chairmen of
Boards and Corporations,
district Congress
Presidents, and other of-
fice bearers of PCC were
present, informs SA
Shukla in a press release.

Congmen agree to introduce decisions
of Udaipur ‘Chitan Shivir’ in Ch’garh

Proposal to appoint Rahul Gandhi as National President passed

Raipur, Jun 01: National
Institute of Technology
(NIT), Raipur under the
National IP Awareness
Mission (NIPAM) organ-
ized an online webinar on
the Importance of IPR
and Patent Filing
Procedure on 1st June,
2022. The speaker for the
session Mr. Subrat Sahu,
Examiner of Patents and
Designs, Indian Patent

Office Delhi, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry,
Govt. of India. In this
talk, he covered various
aspects such as the impor-
tance of IPR, patent draft-
ing, different stages in
patent filing and its possi-
ble commercialization.
The webinar was attend-
ed by the faculty mem-
bers and the PhD stu-
dents.

Online webinar on NIPAM organized at NIT

Raipur, Jun 01:

A youth carrying a
pistol was nabbed by the
security personnel at
the Swamy Vivekanand
Airport as he was plan-
ning to travel along
with it. The Police is in-
terrogating the youth as
to from where he got it.
On getting weapon at
the Airport checking,
the CRPF personnel
were put on the alert
and after which the se-
curity of each and every
other passengers was
done seriously.

A youth named Jas
Thadani going from
Raipur to Bengaluru
reached Swamy
Vivekanand Airport to
board the flight in the
morning. He got the
ticket booked from
Indigo Airlines for this
air travel and he was
carrying a pistol in his
bag. Though at the
entry gate he got the

entry with pistol inside
the airport and had
even taken the boarding
pass. But after this
CISF team stopped him,
as he left for personal
body check, putting his
hand-bag in the scan
machine. The CISF per-
son checking the bags,
found a pistol inside the

bag and to confirm the
same he got it scanned
once again.
Immediately Jai was
surrounded by CISF
jawans and opening his
bag they found a pistol
inside. On checking
they found that it is an
American pistol and Jai
was not having any
valid licence for it.
Mana Thana was imme-
diately informed about
it and Jai was handed
over to the Mana police
for further interroga-
tion.

Jai Thadani nabbed
with a pistol at the
Airport, is R/o Bilaspur
and has got a cloth shop
in Pandri area of capi-
tal city. The accused
lives in Telibandha area
of city. A case under
Arms Act was filed
against the accused. He
did not informed the po-
lice as to from where he
got the pistol when in-
quired. It is notable
here that carrying any
sharp edged items or
any weapons is strictly
prohibited in air travel
and  as to why he was
travelling with that pis-
tol the police is trying
to investigate.

Youth nabbed with pistol in the airport

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0011::

Smart toilets with all facili-
ties will be made at 18 places
in the city. Each smart toilet
will have TV, AC etc. in waiting
hall with ODF double plus facil-
ity. The facility was inaugurat-
ed on Monday with ‘Bhoomi
Pujan’ at Ashwini Nagar and
Government School
Changorabhatha in presence of
MP Sunil Soni, MLA Brijmohan
Agarwal and representatives of
Raipur Municipal Corporation.

Opposition leader in
Municipal Corporation Minal
Choubey, Deputy Leader Manoj
Verma, Ward corporator
Mrityunjay Dubey were also
present on the occasion of
Bhumi Pujan in Ashwini Nagar
of Pandit Sunderlal Sharma
Ward. Mrityunjay said that the
smart toilet will be constructed
at a cost of Rs 23 lakh. There
will be five seater toilets for
men and women, one seater
for children and one seater for
third gender. Addressing the
ward residents on the occasion
of Bhoomi Pujan, MP Sunil Soni
said that the vision of the peo-
ple’s representatives of the BJP
is always to work for the facili-
ties of the common people, to
make their life simple and

easy. Recently, development
work was started with the con-
struction of smart toilet at
Gurmukh Singh Nagar Pahari
Chowk Gudhiyari near
Bhathagaon BSUP Unihomes.

Brijmohan said that crores
of rupees were spent in the
development of the capital
during the BJP’s tenure of 15
years. The city of Raipur was
decorated according to the
capital. During the three-year
tenure of the Congress, devel-
opment is stalled, the treasury
of the municipal corporation is
empty. According to him let
alone development, there is no
money to even distribute the
salary to the employees.

In such a situation Bhoomi
Pujan for the construction of
smart toilets in Ashwani Nagar
proves that the BJP corpora-
tors in the city are making sin-
cere efforts for the develop-
ment of their wards. On the
demand of Ward corporator
Mrityunjay, Brijmohan
announced to give Rs 10 lakh
for the construction of gym in
Ashwani Nagar area.
Commissioner of zone five, res-
idents of the area, engineers
and BJP’s Mandal President,
booth office bearers and work-
ers were also present.

Smart toilets with 
all facilities to be built 

At 18 places in Raipur
 Got entry inside

with pistol in 
his bag, nabbed
when scanning of
bag was done

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0011::  

Chief Secretary Abhitabh Jain

reviewed the working of the

Coperative Department in

Mantralaya here on Wednesday.

He instructed to encourage the

farmers who are involved in crop

rotation. Instructions were also

given to the officials to motivate

the sugarcane growing farmers

to use vermi compost. The Chief

Secretary asked the officers of

the Cooperative Department to

make special efforts to reduce

the losses in the sugar factories.

He said that cooperatives should

work for maximum benefit to the

farmers. 

In the meeting, detailed dis-

cussions were held on giving tar-

get to banks to expand more and

more bank branches, ATMs,

Kisan Credit Cards for farmers in

the state. In the meeting, the

officials informed that this year

around 50 ATMs will be installed.

Three lakh 23 thousand metric

tonnes of fertilizers have been

stored in the state through coop-

erative societies for distribution

of fertilizers to farmers in Kharif

season. Similarly, 6.97 lakh met-

ric tonnes of manure has been

stored in the double lock centers

of Markfed. The Chief Secretary

directed the officers to immedi-

ately lift the remaining paddy in

the paddy procurement centers.

In the meeting, the Chief

Secretary reviewed the status of

agriculture loan distribution for

Kharif season. He told the offi-

cers to motivate the farmers tak-

ing loans for crops other than

paddy under  crop rotation.

Officials of the Cooperative

Department said that in this year

2022-23, a target has been set to

disburse short term agricultural

loans of Rs 5800 crore to the

farmers. 

Out of which loans of more

than two thousand crore rupees

have been disbursed.  In the

meeting, the status of election of

various cooperative institutions,

status of establishment of

ethanol plant in sugarcane facto-

ries, progress of Kondagaon

maize processing unit and com-

mercial use of rice mills of

Markfed were reviewed in detail.

In the meeting, the possibilities

of setting up sugar factory in

Bemetara district through PPP

model were discussed. Similarly,

the status of operation of power

plants in cooperative sugar fac-

tories and profit and loss position

of sugar factories for the last

three years were discussed in

detail. Before the review meeting

of the Cooperative Department,

the Chief Secretary also

reviewed the progress of count-

ing of OBCs through various

means and making ration cards

of OBC beneficiaries with the

officers of Panchayat and Rural

Development Department, Urban

Administration and General

Administration Department.

Additional Chief Secretary

Panchayat and Rural

Development Department Mrs

Renu Pillay, Agriculture

Production Commissioner Dr.

Kamalpreet Singh, Secretary,

Urban Administration

Department, Mrs. Alarmel

Mangai D., Special Secretary

Cooperative,  Himshikhar Gupta

and other senior officers of the

Cooperative Department were

present in the meeting.

Encourage farmers involved in crop rotation: CS

Raipur, Jun 01:

The Chhattisgarh
government has allot-
ted land to NMDC on 99
yrs lease for establish-
ment of Nagarnar Steel
Plant in the Bastar re-
gion and for its overall
development. The gov-
ernment has clarifed
that it has not sold any
type of land, nor has
acquired any private
land for the same.

The State govern-
ment is regularly pro-
moting investment for
establishing of indus-
tries in Bastar region
and to provide employ-
ment to the people. For
establishing of
Nagarnar Steel Plant,
NMDC has been allo-
cated 146.05 hect gov-
ernment land. No pri-
vate land has been ac-
quired in Jagdalpur for
establishment of
Nagarnar Steel Plant.
The state government
has not sold any land to

NMDC for establishing
of the steel plant.

The officers from the
Industry department
informed that for estab-
lishing of integrated
Iron and Steel Plant by
NMDC, a total of 146.05
hect government land
has been given on lease
from Gram Nagarnar,
Kasturi, Aamaguda
and Manganpur and
other villages and
given it on 99 yr lease to
NMDC. The execution
of land records of this
146.05 hect land was
done on 14 March 2022.
On allotment of this
piece of land on lease,
the department earned
a ‘bhu-prabayaji’ and
security amount of Rs.
31.14 crore.

It is notable here that
NMDC has made an in-
vestment to the tune of
Rs 20000 crore for estab-
lishing of Nagarnar
Steel Plant in
Jagdalpur region and
on establishment of
this plant, around 10000
local people are expect-
ed to get benefitted ei-
ther directly or indi-
rectly.

NMDC given 146.05 hect
govt land on 99 yrs lease
 Ch’garh govt 

has not sold land
to NMDC

Raipur, Jun 01: 

Reserve Bank of India
inaugurated Financial
Literacy and Awareness
Campaign for SHG mem-
bers of Balod District on
Wednesday. The inaugura-
tion was done by Mrs.
Renee Ajith, Regional
Director, Reserve Bank of
India in the preseenc of
District Collector Mr.
Janmejay Mahobe and
Mrs. Suparna Tandon,
General Manager,
NABARD. For this cam-
paign, Balod district was
selected as the pilot dis-
trict out of 28 districts of
the state. As this district
has been selected by the
Reserve Bank of India to
enable digital payments. It
has already been selected
for which all the banks
have achieved about 90%
success. Under this cam-
paign, in the next six

months, the lead District
Manager, officials of
NABARD, officials of se-
lected banks, Financial
Literacy Center, Dondi
Lohara and representa-
tives of NRLM will offer
financial assistance and
awareness to the members
of self-help groups by or-
ganizing various pro-
grams .

This includes providing
them with more sustain-
able products and services
and Information regard-
ing redressal of their com-
plaints.

Collector, Mr. Janmejay
Mahobe said that this ini-
tiative has helped in creat-
ing a synergy between the
banks and self-help
groups. The transaction
will increase further and
have selected thanked
Reserve Bank of India for
selecting Balod district for
this campaign.

Financial Literacy Mission
inauguration held for SHG
members in Balod districtJanjgir-Champai, Jun 01:

Sakti Police took a
major action when they
nabbed four youths with
around 300 ATM cards
and cash of Rs 4.50 lakh
in their possession. The
accused had reportedly
taken out cash from ATM
in Sakti and were plan-
ning to run away late at
night.

The Police informed
that the four accused
nabbed are from

Malkharouda area and
taking many ATM cards
in their hand they had al-
ready withdrawn a huge
amount of cash worth
lakhs. The accused used
to do ATM forgery in a
smart manner, as they
first used to declare them-

selves as agent with fake
ID of Fino Bank and then
used to open their ac-
count in Fino bank with
assurance to provide
them amount under PM
Kissan Samman Nidhi
(PMKSN) for the poor and
farmers. After this they
used to register their
names with PM Kissan
Samman Nidhi and get it
linked with their Fino
Bank account and then
used to withdraw the
cash.

Four nabbed with 300 ATMs, cash of Rs 4.50 lakh
Forgery through fake ID of Fino Bank and cheating poor thru PMKSN

Couple dies in 
a hit-n-run case,

child survives
Raipur, Jun 01: Three
including mother and
father and their 1 yr
old child were coming
from Arang to Raipur
in their bike and when
they were badly hit by
a speeding vehicle
from behind. The im-
pact of collision was so
high that the bike got
badly damaged and the
couple were thrown on
the road and died on
the spot. But their one
yr old child narrowly
escaped unhurt. The
person has been identi-
fied as Rajendra
Kumar and was R/o
Tekari gaon Mandir
Hasoud.

The Police informed
that the youth was
wearing earplugs and
was driving the vehicle
and probably could not
hear the horn of the
speeding vehicle from
behind and lost his life
in a hit-n-run case.

It is notable here that
the road from Arang to
Raipur is a national
highway and for last
one week, four persons
have lost their life in
three road accidents.

RRaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0011::  The Chhattisgarh
Contractors Association is upset
with the attitude of the top offi-
cials of the construction depart-
ments. Even after the tender
process has come to a standstill
for the last 20 days, no decision
has been taken in the direction of
resolving the demands. In such a
situation, we are adopting a policy
of forcing the contractors to stop
the construction work. Once
again on June 3, a resolution to
take a big decision can be passed
in the state level meeting regard-
ing this matter. The State
President of the Association,
Biresh Shukla, has said in a state-
ment that top officials of the state
department have turned a deaf

ear to the problems faced by the
contractors of the state, whereas
it has been 19 days since the
memorandum of point-wise
demands was submitted by the
association. Despite this, till date
no proposal has been prepared for
redressal so that the state govern-
ment can positively address the
demands of the contractors. In
this situation contractor will take
decision unanimously to stop con-
traction work in the entire state.
State President of Contractors
Association, Biresh Shukla said
that on June 3, contractors from
all over the state will gather in the
capital, in which they can unani-
mously take a decision to stop the
construction works of all the

departments. Because so far no
time has been fixed for meeting of
office bearers of the Association
at Secretariat.  He said that asso-
ciation wants to make Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel aware of
its legitimate demands, so that
the development of the state can
be done faster instead of stop-
ping, but the serious issues of the
contractors are neither being
addressed nor resolved. As a
result, the entire tender process
in all the construction depart-
ments has come to a standstill
since May 14 and now the con-
tractors are being forced to stop
the construction works, for which
government administration  will
be entirely responsible.

State level meeting of Contractors 
on June 3, to boycott construction works
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Raipur, Jun 01: 

Higher Education
Minister  Umesh Patel has
said that opening new col-
leges in remote areas in
Bastar and Surguja divi-
sions of Chhattisgarh is a
priority, so that students
belonging to scheduled
tribe areas can get higher
education in their area.
Higher Education
Minister Patel was ad-
dressing the Higher
Education Council meet-
ing at Mahanadi
Mantralaya Bhawan here.
He asked the Vice
Chancellors of universi-
ties and principals of col-
leges present in the meet-
ing to start short term em-
ployment oriented cours-
es in their institutions,
which would benefit the
students of the state. He
also directed to impart
computer training to the
students in all undergrad-
uate and postgraduate
classes as per the action
plan. Higher Education
Minister Patel reviewed
the progress of evaluation
work of NAAC in govern-
ment colleges of the state
in the meeting. He said
that the work of NAAC
evaluation is being done

expeditiously in the col-
leges of the state. For  col-
leges remaining for
NAAC evaluation, the of-
ficials were instructed to
take necessary action to
fix the date of NAAC eval-
uation at the earliest. He
congratulated the officials
for the progress of NAAC
evaluation. In the meet-
ing, the work being done
in the field of higher edu-
cation under the New
Education Policy under
the Rashtriya Uchchatar
Shiksha Abhiyan was re-
viewed in detail. The
Higher Education
Minister directed the col-
leges of the state to take
necessary action to start
multi-faculty, employable
certificate, diploma and
PG diploma courses in

self-financing mode. He
said that the existing in-
stitutions based on single
subject should be upgrad-
ed into multidisciplinary
institutions. Emphasizing
on opening only multi-dis-
ciplinary institutions in
future, he talked about
opening multi-discipli-
nary colleges in Sukma,
Kondagaon, Dantewada,
Balrampur, Surajpur,
Koriya Pendra and
Jashpur Nagar on priori-
ty basis. He said that the
existing institutions
based on single subject
should be upgraded into
multidisciplinary institu-
tions. Emphasizing on
opening only multi-disci-
plinary institutions in fu-
ture, he talked about
opening multi-discipli-

nary colleges in Sukma,
Kondagaon, Dantewada,
Balrampur, Surajpur,
Koria, Pendra and
Jashpur Nagar on priori-
ty basis. The report of
the Working Committee
constituted regarding the
implementation of the
New Education Policy
2020 was also discussed.
The meeting was attend-
ed by Secretary of Higher
Education Department
Mr. Bhuvnesh Yadav,
Commissioner of Higher
Education Mrs. Sharda
Verma, Vice Chancellor
of Pandit Ravi Shankar
Shukla University
Raipur Mr. Keshri Lal
Verma, Vice Chancellor
Bastar University, Mr.
Shailendra Kumar Singh,
Vice Chancellor Bilaspur
University, Mr. ADM
Vajpayee, Vice
Chancellor Indira
Gandhi Agricultural
University Mr. Girish
Chandel Members of the
Chhattisgarh State
Council of Higher
Education, Dr. AT Dabke,
Mr. SN Agarwal, Dr.
Indra Mishra and other
members and senior offi-
cers of the Higher
Education Department
were present.

Opening of new colleges in 
Bastar, Surguja div a priority: Patel

Instructions for starting short term employment oriented courses in universities and colleges

Raipur, Jun 01: 

Amity School of
Languages, Amity
University Chhattisgarh
organized a five-day
Faculty Development
Program on ‘Cultural
Studies and
I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y
Literature’ from May 25 to
29 on virtual mode. The
aim of the FDP was to un-
derstand culture in all its
complex forms and
analyse the social and po-
litical contexts in which
culture manifests itself
with special reference to
English literature.

Prof (Dr) Sanjukta
Dasgupta, Professor and
Former Head, Dept of
English, Kolkata
University emphasized on
the ‘Texts and Contexts of
Real and Imagined
Women’. Swami

D i v y a g u n a n a n d a ,
Principal, Ramakrishna
Mission Ashram, Imphal,
Manipur, a branch of
Belur Math, Kolkata
talked about the perspec-
tives of Indian Scriptures
with special reference to
the ‘Enlightened
Citizenship and
Emotional Intelligence
Management’. Prof. (Dr.)
N.D.R. Chandra, Professor,
Department of English,
Nagaland (Central)
University, Kohima talked
about ‘Post humanism
and Lure to Immortality.’
Prof. (Dr.) Archana
Kumar, Professor,
Department of English,
Banaras Hindu
University, Varanasi
spoke on the topic ‘Women
and Orality’. Prof. (Dr.)

Indranil Acharya,
Professor, Department of
English, Vidyasagar
University, West Bengal
talked about the impor-
tance of the ‘Inclusion of
Indigenous Cultural Texts
in the Curriculum’.

Dr. Mohor
Daschaudhury, Head,
Department of Modern
Languages (French),
University of Calcutta
spoke on the feminist per-
spectives of the ‘Films of
Deepa Mehta. ’Prof.
Surajit C Mukhopadhyay,
Professor, Amity
University Chhattisgarh
discussed on ‘Hyper-tech-
nology and Contemporary
Society’ through the lens
of sociology. Prof. (Dr.) Iti
Roychowdhury, Professor,
Amity University Madhya

Pradesh discoursed on the
‘Gender Politics in
Literature and Media’. Dr.
Manjiree Atul Vaidya,
Associate Professor,
Amity University
Maharashtra, talked
about ‘Feministic
Approach in Cultural
Theory’.

The event was coordi-
nated by Dr. Indrani Singh
Rai, Head of the
Department and moderat-
ed by Dr. Suparna
Karkoon, Assistant
Professor, Amity Schoolof
Languages. Prof. Rajendra
Kumar Pandey, the Vice
Chancellor, and Prof. VS
Dahima, the Dy Pro Vice
Chancellor of the
University congratulated
the organizing team of the
Amity School of
Languages for the success-
ful conduction of the
event.

‘Five- day FDP on cultural studies and
interdisciplinary literature begins’

 At Amity School of Languages, Amity University 

Raipur, Jun 01: 

31st May is designated
as “World No Tobacco
Day” and several activi-
ties are held across the
world to spread aware-
ness about the harmful
effects of Tobacco.
Nicotine is highest addic-
tive substance humans
use. Thousands of young
people start smoking cig-
arettes every day.

Nearly 9 out of 10
smokers start smoking
before the age of 18 and
almost all start smoking
by age 26. On average,
smokers die 10 years ear-
lier than non-smokers.
Tobacco kills more than 8
million people each year,
translating to one smok-
ing-related death every
five seconds.

Tobacco is a risk factor
for several diseases, even
Congenital Heart Defects.
We at Sanjeevani during
counselling and impact
assessment interviews
observed that almost 70%
parents who took servic-
es here are consuming to-
bacco in one or another
form. Hence, Tobacco
Cessation Clinic has been

inaugurated at Sai
Sanjeevani Raipur centre
on 31st May 2022 in
Department of Public
Health by Chief guest
Neeraj Bansod, IAS,
Director, Health Services,

Chhattisgarh. Along with
him present were Dr
Shilpa Jain, Assistant
Professor, Government
Dental College, Raipur,
and Dr Kamlesh Jain,
Professor, Pt JNM

Medical College, Raipur
& Nodal officer for State
Tobacco Control
Program. This clinic will
provide free of cost coun-
selling service to all par-
ents of children with
CHD coming to hospital
for treatment and general
public from nearby vil-
lages.

The aim is to spread
awareness about ill ef-
fects of tobacco in its var-
ious forms and especially
focus on youth and pre-
vent new users and help
all addicts in leaving this
harmful behaviour.

As consumption of to-
bacco or related products,
smoking, etc. is not al-
lowed on campus, oppor-
tunity of this positive at-
mosphere may lead to
their behaviour modifica-
tion under proper guid-
ance. Training of staff
for tobacco cessation
counselling has been
done.

Dr. Shruti Prabhu,
Head, Public Health gave
a comprehensive
overview of the activities
envisaged for tobacco
control in the hospital
and community.

Tobacco Cessation Clinic initiated
in Sathya Sai Sanjeevani Hospital 

Niraj Bansod,IAS,inaugurating the Tobacco Cessation Clinic

Dr. Shruti Prabhu presenting an overview of the programme.

Raipur, Jun 01: State
Panchayat and Rural
Development Minister, T.S.
Singhdeo observed the ma-
terials made by women of
self-help groups of the dis-
trict in the district pan-
chayat premises on the
second day of his
Mahasamund stay. During
this, after discussing with
the women self group
members, he also inquired
about the supply of raw
materials, their sale and
earnings from them for
preparing these goods.
Singhdeo appreciated the
clay items, laddus, papad,
badi, turmeric powder,

chili powder, coriander
powder, decoration item,
pickle, soap, phenol, hand
made items by different
groups of the district
formed under the National
Rural Livelihood Mission.
Anothers items Sanitizer,
hand wash, toilet cleaner,
washing powder, incense
sticks, pens, mobile purs-
es, footpads, bangles, cush-
ions, khus and bamboo
materials made by SHG
members were also appre-
ciated. He praised the ded-
ication and skill of women
and encouraged them to
sell more and more goods
made by them.

Singhdeo appreciates 
materials made by the WSHGs

Got information about the sale of ready-made materials by the groups

Bilaspur, Jun 01:

Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
(Central) Bilaspur in
order to make the con-
cept of environment pro-
tection and pollution
free university a reality,
the Vice-Chancellor of
Guru Ghasidas
University, Dr. Alok
Kumar Chakrawal, in
keeping with his
Herculean effort to make
the university a green
university (pollution
free), insisted on the util-
ity of bicycle to every
person in the campus.
For this, all the people of
the university were mo-

tivated to become a par-
ticipant in this great
plan. Inspired by this
initiative, Dr. Ashish
Kumar Parashar, a
teacher of the universi-
ty, provided assistance
for procuring two bicy-
cles for the university
only for commuting in
the campus in memory
of his parents, Nirmala
Parashar and Dr. S.
Parashar. For this, the
V i c e - C h a n c e l l o r ,
Professor Alok Kumar
Chakrawal, Registrar,
Prof. Shailendra Kumar,
and Finance Officer,
Prof. Sharad Chandra
Srivastava thanked Dr.
Parashar.

Green Initiative of Bicycle
Commute in Campus

Raipur, Jun 01:

Chairing a time-limit
meeting at Red Cross
Meeting Hall in the
Collectorate here today
the Collector Sourabh
Kumar inquired about
the progress of the sur-
vey of Rajiv Gandhi
Ashray Yojana (RGAY)
and said that the survey
work should be complet-
ed at the earliest so as to
immediately publish the
list.

The Collector asked
the officials to be updat-
ed regarding the visit of
the Chief Minister to the
district in the near fu-
ture. He inquired about
the applications received
and action taken for re-
dressal on these applica-

tions at rural revenue
camps being set up in all
the tehsil villages of the
district and said that the
work of issuing certifi-
cates should be complet-
ed.

The Collector asked
the officers to give high-
est priority to the dispos-
al of the applications re-
ceived in Chief Minister
Jan Chaupal, Collector
Jan Chaupal and direct-
ed to resolve the pending
cases of their respective
departments immediate-
ly. He asked the depart-
mental officers and sub-
divisional magistrates to
give priority to the
works of Jal Jeevan
Mission.

The Collector dis-
cussed with the officers
the cases which have to
be resolved within time
limit. Such cases includ-

ed applications pertain-
ing to ownership right
on slum pattas, allot-
ment of government
land and rehabilitation,
allotment of nazul land
and rehabilitation, appli-
cations pertaining to
making abadi patta free
hold, status of income
received through sale of
properties of civic bod-
ies, establishment of
rain water harvesting
system, progress of the
work of setting up rural
industrial park, regular-
isation of illegal con-
struction, regularisa-
tion of commercial ac-
tivities on residential
land, development of
commercial plots and
sale of commercial
plots. The Collector
took note of information
about Chief Minister
Mitan Yojana, Mitan

Call Center and toll free
number 14545 of the cen-
ter, making and distrib-
uting certificates of in-
come, caste, residence
etc.

in revenue camps. He
told the officials about
the compensation
amount to be given to
the relatives of those
died of COVID-19. He
also took note of the sta-
tus of seed storage and
preparations for Kharif
crop.

On this occasion Chief
Executive Officer of
District Panchayat Shri
Mayank Chaturvedi,
Additional Collector
Sarv Shri Gopal Verma,
BC Sahu, BB Panchbhai,
NR Sahu, Sub-Divisional
Magistrate Revenue
along with officers of
various departments
were present.

Survey of RGAY be completed soon: Collector

 In the TL meeting

Raipur, Jun 01:

The office bearers of the
Central Committee of
Raipur-Dubelia Teli Sahu
Samaj had gone to Raipur,
K h a i r a g a r h ,
Chhuikhadan, Gandai,
Dhamdha and Bhilai to
Naya Raipur on Monday,
May 30, at 2 pm for social
work, after the completion
of the work, they visited
Naya Raipur for about
three hours and seeing the
development works they
were all praise for the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment. President

Shivkumar Sahu said that
very soon a new city will
be seen, the principal pa-
tron Ramsukh Sahu
Secretary Maniram Sahu
Vice President Tekchand
Sahu CR Sahu
Badriprasad Sahu Brajlal
Sahu Bhagwatprasad
Sahu Bhagwat Sahu
Krishna Kumar Sahu
Dharampal Sahu
Daleshwar Sahu Keshav
Sahu Media in-charge
Uttam Kumar Sahu and
all other officials praised
the development of gov-
ernment at public social
level.

Dubelia Sahu society praises
development of Naya Raipur

Bilaspur, Jun 01: Guru Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya, (Central) Bilaspur, with reference to Rolling
Advertisement No. 3310/Recruitment/Admn./2022 dated Aug 24-2022, the last date for submission of on-
line applications for various posts in the following subjects is June 6, 2022. Anthropology, Department of
Biotechnology, Botany, Chemical Engineering, Computer Science Engineering, Chemistry, Civil
Engineering, Department of Commerce, Computer Science Engineering, Department of Economics,
Department of Education, Computer Science Engineering, Electronics and Communication
Engineering, English, Forensic Science, Department of Forestry, Human Resource Centre, Industrial
and Production Engineering, Information Technology Engineering, Journalism and Mass
Communication Department, Law Department, Library Information Science Department, Management
Studies, Mathematics, Mechanical Engineering, Pharmacy, Department of Applied Physics, Political
Science, Rural Technology Department, Zoology, Social Work Department. For more details, please visit
the University website www.ggu.ac.

Last date for applications till June 6



Central Chronicle News

MMuunnggeellii,,  JJuunnee  0011::  Due to the
slow pace of Covd-19 vaccina-
tion, in the region lakhs of coro-
na vaccines in the district are
on the verge of getting spoiled.
Here the pace of vaccination is
slow and in August, 1 lakh 38
thousand vaccines will expire.
At the same time, 39 thousand
vaccines are going to be expire
in July. This includes vaccines
other than Covidshield. 

In view of this, the staff of
the Health Department is en-
gaged in increasing the vacci-
nation by planning with the ad-
ministration and public cooper-

ation. During the Corona
period, as soon as the
vaccine was launched,
there was a long line of
people outside the cen-
ters to get the corona
vaccine, but owing to the
decrease in corona
cases, the enthusiasm
among the general pub-
lic to get vaccinated has de-
creased. 

It is noteworthy that till a
few months ago, the district
administration and health de-
partment were constantly mo-
tivating people for prevention
and vaccination against infec-
tion and from time to time,
with the help of revenue and
public cooperation, vaccination
was being done by organizing
special campaigns in villages. 

Presently, due to lack of joint
campaign in this direction, the
pace of vaccination has slowed
down and efforts are being
made by the Health
Department for vaccination,
but it is also not showing much
effect. Meanwhile the Health
Department has ample amount
of vaccines and in such a situa-
tion, lakhs of vaccines are on
the verge of expiry. 

This includes Covishield and

Covaccine. Children's vaccine
Carbivax is also on the verge of
spoilage. The Health
Department has about 2 lakh
50 thousand vaccines in stock
including of these three vac-
cines. Out of this, 1 lakh 38
thousand vaccine will expire in
August 2022. Apart from this,
39 thousand vaccines will ex-
pire on July 2022. 

WWhhaatt  ooffffiicceerr  ssaayyss
"To increase the vaccination

in the district, with the cooper-
ation of public representatives
and revenue and other depart-
ments, plans are being made to
bring people to the center by
making them aware. Vaccines
will be used before the expiry
date."

--  DDrr..  KKaammlleesshh  KKhhaaiirrwwaarr,,  
VVaacccciinnaattiioonn  OOffffiicceerr  

Covid 19 vaccines getting expired 

Central Chronicle News

Nandini-Ahiwara, June
01: In Panchdevari
Panchayat under Ahiwara
assembly constituency, the
residents of the village, in-
cluding the sarpanch, led
by former MLA Ahiwara,
lodged a protest against
not been allotted houses
under Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojna (PMAY).

According to informa-
tion, there are 288 BPL
card holders in the village,
who have not got accom-
modation till date.
Ahiwara Municipality
President Natwar
Tamrakar, State Working
Committee member
BJYM Dau Anand
Tamrakar, BJP Yuva
Morcha Mandal President
Pravesh Sharma, Yuva

Morcha Mandal General
Secretary Rahul Chandel,
Sarpanch Satkumari
Sonke, Deputy Sarpanch
Rajni A large number of

villagers including Yadav,
Panch Devendra Lahare,
Mohit Manikpuri, Rajulal
Jangde, Izhar Ali, Pramila
Pathak, Laxmi Baghel,

Figeswari Markande,
Shailendra Joshi, Ramsila
Bharti, Ramswaroop
Vishwakarma, Suresh
Joshi were present.

Married women
observe ‘Vat Savitri’ fest

Central Chronicle News

Masturi, June 01: On
Monday, women wor-
shiped the Banyan tree by
keeping a fast for the long
life and health of their
husbands. On this day,
women keep a fast for the
long life of their hus-
bands. The women started
gathering near the banyan
tree from the morning it-
self with sixteen adorn-
ments in the plate for the
worship of sixteen adorn-

ments.
As large number of

women arrived, wishing
for the viva and health of
their honey, duly circum-
ambulating the raw molly
thread thread 108 times in
the banyan tree, duly
wishing for the protection
and long life of the honey.

On Monday, on the occa-
sion of Amavasya, women
also offered prayers to the
Peepal tree. Even after
sunny weather and
scorching sun, the women

maintained patience.
This festival was ob-

served by the women of
Masturi-Kirari and near-
by places. On this day, the
married women after wor-
ship donated sixteen
makeup items and prasad
to the unmarried girls.
The married women who
observed a fast, returned
home after worshiping
and only after offering
prasad to their husbands
and taking fruit prasad
themselves, broke the fast.

Beautification of ‘Sewtatola’ 
pond hangs in fire!

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, June 01:
The beautification of
Sewtatola pond in the
city for recreation and
outing of the denizens is
going on at snail's pace
for the last few years.
With news about start of
its beautification, the
people were having lots of
expectations that they
will be having a better
place for evening or
morning walk and for
outing as well.

But due to lackadaisi-
cal an attitude on part of
the Nagar Panchayat and
its working, the beautifi-
cation of the pond is still
hanging in fire and peo-
ple are made to wait, for
time still unknown. Last
year in the cleaning work
undertaken in this pond,
saplings of costly plants
were planted and which
have turned dry by now.

At the same time the
amount of sanction for
its beautification work

was increased due to
extra work this year, but
till date it has not seen
light of the day.

It is notable here that
last year by carrying out
cleaning of entire water
from the 'Sewtatola' pond,
cleaning of hyacinths
and other garbage was re-
moved and on arrival of
the monsoon many costly
saplings were planted
nearby and probably it
was the first step towards
pond beautification.

Along with this the
work of construction of
retaining wall of the

pond was also started,
but a long time has lapse
since it started and still
remains incomplete. At
the same time with filling
of water near the ponds
and in its middle, majori-
ty of the saplings planted
have died due to lack of
maintenance and care.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that the work of
plantation of saplings
was started on large scale
and the denizens of city
took part in it, but now if
one visit the pond, there
is just lot of filth and
garbage all around the

pond and set aside walk-
ing, it is not even worth
paying a visit once!

How much sanctioned:
As per information in

this regard, during BJP's
rule, in 2016-17 a sanction
of Rs 50 lakh was made
from the state- sponsored
project for beautification
work and cleaning of
pond 'Sewtatola'. Three
years after the sanction,
when the deepening work
of the pond started, the
denizens of city were
very much enthusiastic
about the plantation and
deepening and cleaning

work in the pond. But
after last year's rain, en-
tire work has come to a
standstill and this year
there is hardly any work
being undertaken.
What all is to be made

As per information
about the beautification
of 'Sewtatola' pond,
around Rs 25 lakh has
been proposed for its
beautification and for
which the administration
sanction was granted five
year back on 16 May 2017.

This included construc-
tion of three pathways,
tow-wall- pitching, waste
water inlet outlet; path-
ways for beatification;
lighting, plantation and
cleaning of the pond and
dressing of the surface.

Presently the work of
construction of road,
lighting and other works
are pending in this pond
and which could not see
the light of the days this
year, as the monsoon is
fast approaching the state
by this month end.

p As public refrain
from vaccination
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Despite sanction twice, works still pending, denizens unhappy

Villagers lodge protest against 
not allotted accommodation

p Under PMAY

Villagers protest felling of trees 
for PEKB phase-II coal mining

Central Chronicle News

Ambikapur, June 01:
Amid ongoing protest
against clearance to coal
mines in the biodiversity-
rich Hasdeo Arand region
of Chhattisgarh, the state
forest department on
Monday started cutting
trees for the second phase
of mining in Parsa East
Kente Basan (PEKB) coal
mine there.

However, the exercise
was halted after a large
number of villagers staged
a protest against the move.
While villagers claimed
around 250 trees were
chopped, officials said 50-
60 trees were axed before
the exercise was stopped.

In March this year, the
state government had
granted final approval for
non-forestry use of forest
land for PEKB phase-II
coal mining in Surguja

district. The forest depart-
ment started felling trees
in Pendramar forest ad-
joining Ghatbarra village
this morning during
which several villagers
reached there opposing
the exercise, Surguja
A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
Vivek Shukla said.

In view of the protest
and to avoid law and order
situation, the tree felling
was stopped and villagers
were pacified, he added.
Ghatbarra villages
sarpanch Jainandan Porte
claimed the permission
for phase-II of the PEKB
mine was given based on
fake gram sabha consent
documents.

"The gram sabha for the
PEKB stage II was held in
2019, official information
of which was not given to
Ghatbarra villagers at that
time. In fact, the atten-

dance register of that
gram sabha bears the sig-
natures of three residents
of the village, who had
died before 2019.

That gram sabha was to-
tally fake but, unfortunate-
ly, based on it clearance
was given for mining. We
have demanded a probe
into it, he alleged.
Convener of Chhattisgarh
Bachao Andolan (CBA)
Alok Shukla said
Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi recently said in
Cambridge that he has a
problem with the approval
given to mining in Hasdeo
Arand in his party-ruled
state, but despite that sur-
prisingly the cutting of
trees started.

"Last month, the forest
department started the
same exercise for Parsa
coal mine project, and that
too was thwarted by vil-
lagers. The state govern-

ment is ignoring the wel-
fare of tribals, Shukla,
whose CBA has been fight-
ing for tribal rights and en-
vironment conservation,
said. Mining in the ecolog-
ically sensitive Hasdeo
Arand region would result
in destruction of 1,70,000
hectares of forests and
trigger human-elephant
conflicts, he claimed.

Both Parsa and PEKB
coal blocks are part of the
Hasdeo Arand region in
Surguja division and were
allotted to Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Limited
(RRVUNL).

According to officials,
the first phase of mining
in 762 hectare of land in
PEKB block, which was al-
lotted RVUNL in 2007, was
started in 2013 and has
been completed. Parsa
block was allocated in
2015.

Clerk turns magistrate in the
absence of Nayab Tehsildar

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, June 01:
The office of Nayab
Tehsildar of Fingeshwar,
saw a new officer han-
dling the proceedings of
the office, when a clerk or
babu posted here was seen
handling official work
while sitting on the chair
of the Nayab Tehsildar
who went on leave due to
health reasons.

As per information, on
Friday, Nayab Tehsildar
Ghanshyam Janghel took
leave due to health reasons,
but Gulshan Sahu, the

Assistant Grade 3 clerk
posted in the office, settled
the proceedings of the of-
fice as Naib Tehsildar him-
self. Many villagers pres-
ent in the office who had
come that day to present
their arguments, consider-

ing Gulshan Sahu as the
Nayab Tehsildar, started
presenting their argu-
ments, but the matter went
viral when some people
recognized the clerk. When
information was taken
from Avinash Bhoi,

Divisional SDM, he said
that the clerk will be issued
a show cause notice, calling
it serious negligence in
government work.

According to residents,
indiscipline in Fingeshwar
Nayab Tehsildar's office, ir-
responsible behavior and
many types of complaints
from villagers are not new
since for almost 8-10 years
this office has always been
in discussion. The residents
of Fingeshwar have de-
manded the appointment of
a competent officer accord-
ing to the rules to check the
prevailing in the office.

Confusion over rumours of recognition of manual
income-caste certificate curtailed
Central Chronicle News

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  JJuunnee  0011::  Rumours
that the recognition of manual
income-caste and domicile cer-
tificates will expire within two
months has created a stir
among educated youth and
after hearing the news, there is
a rush in public service and
choice centers to make certifi-
cates online. As a result of this,
more than 400 certificates are
reaching the Dhamtari Tehsil of-
fice every day for verification,
which has increased the work-
load on the officers. 

It is noteworthy that in order
to bring transparency in the
government work, the state
government has provided online

facility for making other certifi-
cates including income, caste
and residence and under this,
now educated youth do not
have to make rounds of the
Tehsil office for making certifi-
cates.  Meanwhile, rumors
about manual income, caste
and residence proof have be-
come hot in the city and accord-
ing to sources, if the manual
certificate is not made online
among the youth; there are ru-
mors of its cancellation within
two months. 

After the spread of such
news, there has been a stir
among the educated youth and
they are verifying this news by
visiting Lok Seva Kendra and
Choice Centers. 

According to an information,
so far 99 thousand 728 applica-
tions have been received for in-
come certificate in Dhamtari
tehsil, out of which 98 thousand
461 have been approved. 

49 thousand 647 applications
have been received for resi-
dence certificate, out of this 44
thousand 558 have been ap-
proved. Similarly, out of 35
thousand 195 applications for
backward class certificate, 28
thousand 533 have been ap-
proved.

WWhhaatt  ooffffiicceerr  ssaayyss
"No such order has been is-

sued by the government so far.
The youth need not panic."

--  KKeettaann  BBhhooyyaarr,,  
TTeehhssiillddaarr  DDhhaammttaarrii

DANCE PERFORMANCE

Students perform a dance during Pravesanolsavam, a programme welcoming the new students to the schools in
Kerala, at a school in Kozhikode, Wednesday.
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BRIEF

Congress candidate 

 New Delhi: Name of
Congress candidate
for by-elections to
Rajinder Nagar as-
sembly seat, slated to
be held on June 23,
will be announced in a
day or two, party’s
Delhi unit president
Anil Kumar said on
Wednesday. “Two
rounds of meetings
have been held with
senior party members
about the possible
names of the candi-
dates. We are also
looking into the sug-
gestions given by vari-
ous party members
and workers,”
Kumar told PTI.

Money laundering 
 New Delhi: The ED

has attached at least 33
bank accounts of
Islamist organisation
PFI and a linked organ-
isation called Rehab
India Foundation as
part of an anti-money
laundering investiga-
tion against them, offi-
cials said on
Wednesday. The ac-
counts hold more than
Rs 68 lakh. The orders
have been issued under
the Prevention of
Money Laundering
Act (PMLA), the offi-
cials said.

Monsoon session 
 Kolkata: West Bengal

Assembly Speaker
Biman Banerjee on
Wednesday said its
monsoon session is
likely to begin from
June 10. Banerjee said
the duration of the
session is yet to be de-
cided, and a call on
that will be taken at
an all party meeting
next week. The mon-
soon session is likely
to begin from June 10.
Several important
bills are expected to be
tabled during the ses-
sion, he told PTI.

Farmhouses razed 
 Noida: Over 50 farm-

houses that had come
up illegally along the
Yamuna floodplains
in Noida in Uttar
Pradesh were razed
down during a major
anti-encroachment
drive on Wednesday,
officials said. The de-
molished properties
were located in an
area spanning 1,45,000
sq metre and estimat-
ed to be costing
around Rs 55 crore,
the Noida Authority
officials said. “Any
type of construction
is prohibited in the
(Yamuna) floodplains
area in Noida.

Mundka fire
 New Delhi:Family

members of those
killed in the Mundka
fire tragedy held a
protest on
Wednesday and de-
manded that the re-
mains of their loved
ones should be imme-
diately be handed
over to them.“Why
are we being pun-
ished?” asked brother
of Asha, a victim, as
he along with other
families gathered
outside the building
where the fire erupt-
ed to protest against
the “inaction” of au-
thorities.

Tibetan spiritual leader
Dalai Lama arrives for a
preaching session at the
Tsuglakhang temple, at

McLeod Ganj in Dharamsala,
Wednesday.

New Delhi/Lucknow,
Jun 01 (PTI): Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh
Yadav on Wednesday met
senior party leader Azam
Khan at Delhi’s Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital, a meeting
that came amid specula-
tions of a rift between
both leaders.

The meeting lasted for
nearly two and a half
hours and according to
sources, both leaders dis-
cussed the bypolls to the
Rampur Lok Sabha seat,
vacated by Khan after he
was elected to the Uttar
Pradesh Assembly earlier
this year. The meeting be-
tween both leaders took
place after a long time,
with Khan’s close associ-
ates earlier accusing

Yadav of ignoring the sen-
ior party leader when he
was lodged in the UP’s
Sitapur jail. Khan was
granted bail by the

Supreme Court last month
after he spent over two
years in the jail. The sen-
ior leader was admitted to
the Medicine Department

of the the Delhi hospital
on Sunday for a routine
check-up. “Akhilesh Yadav
visited the hospital and
met Azam Khan, who is
admitted to the facility,” a
hospital source said. The
Khan’s condition is “per-
fectly stable”, hospital
sources said. In a tweet,
Yadav said, “Praying for
good health...get well
soon.” Yadav met the sen-
ior leader for the first time
after visiting him in the
Sitapur jail in the initial
days of his imprisonment
in 2020. The SP supremo
not visiting Khan was re-
sented by the senior
leader’s supporters, lead-
ing to speculations that all
is not well between both
leaders.

Akhilesh discusses bypolls to
Rampur Lok Sabha seat with Azam New Delhi, Jun 01 (PTI):

The BJP on Wednesday
appointed Union minis-
ters Narendra Singh
Tomar and Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat as its
in-charge for Rajya Sabha
polls in Rajasthan and
Haryana respectively, two
states which are headed
for a keen contest with
the entry of independents
backed by the party and
its allies.

The party also appoint-
ed Union ministers
Ashwini Vaishnaw and G
Kishan Reddy as in-
charge for Rajya Sabha
elections in Maharashtra
and Karnataka, two other
states headed for a con-
test with the number of
candidates more than the
seats at stake.

Polls will be held for
four seats in Rajasthan,
six in Maharashtra, four
in Karnataka and two in
Haryana on June 10.

Looking to gain from
discontent within the
ranks of the Congress in
several states over the
party’s choice of “out-
sider” candidates, the
BJP has lent support to
media baron Subhash
Chandra in Rajasthan
while its ally JJP has ex-
tended support to
Kartikeya Sharma, son of
influential politician
Venod Sharma, in
Haryana.

The BJP has fielded
three candidates from
Maharashtra while the
ruling alliance of Shiv
Sena, Congress and NCP
has four, with the two ri-

vals looking to outma-
noeuvre each other in
cornering additional
votes required to make
their third nominee win.

In Karnataka, all the
three political parties in
the state - BJP (3),
Congress (2) and JD(S) (1)
- have fielded candidates,
forcing an election.

The BJP on Wednesday
also named its in-charges
for assembly bypolls to
four seats in Tripura.

Its national general sec-
retary Kailash
Vijayvargiya, Assam gov-
ernment minister Ashok
Singhal and Jayanta
Malla Baruah, political
secretary to Assam chief
minister, will spearhead
the party’s campaign for
the bypolls scheduled for
June 23.

BJP puts Union ministers in charge
for Rajya Sabha polls in four states

Amaravati, June 01 (PTI):

Andhra Pradesh
Water Resources
Minister Ambati
Rambabu asserted on
Wednesday that there
was no deadline to com-
plete the Polavaram
multipurpose project.

The previous
Chandrababu Naidu
government planned to
complete the project by
June 2019 but, upon as-
suming power in May
2019, the Jagan govern-
ment first set December
2022 as the deadline for
completion of
Polavaram (irrigation
c o m p o n e n t ) .
Subsequently, it reset
the deadline to June

2023, after the reverse
tendering process was
brought in. After releas-
ing irrigation water to
the Godavari Delta on
Wednesday, the state
Water Resources
Minister said the
Polavaram project might
take a long time for com-
pletion.

There is no deadline
whatsoever Polavaram.
It may take a very long
time, like any such
major project. We will
do it in a phased man-
ner, the minister told re-
porters in
Dowaleswaram. He
pointed out that the first
phase of the project it-
self was not done so far.
We are trying desperate-

ly to complete the Phase-
1 before the elections
(due in April 2024),
Rambabu said.

He claimed that the
damage caused to the di-
aphragm wall due to
heavy floods in Godavari
was the cause for delay
in Polavaram works.
Damage to the di-
aphragm wall is a dan-
gerous signal. Experts
are breaking their heads
on whether the existing
diaphragm wall should
be repaired or a new one
built, the Minister said.

The lower cofferdam
has to be first completed
this season ahead of
rains before the di-
aphragm wall was con-
structed, he added.

‘No deadline for
Polavaram completion’

Samajwadi Party President Akhilesh Yadav visits party MLA
Azam Khan, at the Sir Ganga Ram Hospital in New Delhi.

Lucknow, Jun 01

(PTI):

Congress general sec-
retary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra arrived here on
Wednesday to attend a
two-day ‘Nav Sankalp
Shivir’ to discuss the
strategy for the party’s
revival in Uttar Pradesh
after its drubbing in the
recent state polls.

During her visit,
Vadra will also address
Congress workers, party
spokesperson Uma
Shankar Pandey said.

Besides office-bearers
of the Uttar Pradesh
Congress, all district
and city presidents,
MLAs, former MLAs
and party candidates for
the Assembly polls and
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions will attend the
‘Nav Sankalp Shivir’
which will conclude on

Thursday. Vadra had ac-
tively campaigned for
the Congress in the state

polls but the party only
won two of the 403 seats.

At a similar conclave
in Rajasthan’s Udaipur
in May, the Congress an-
nounced wide-ranging
organisational reforms
to make the party battle-
ready for the next round
of assembly and Lok
Sabha polls in the coun-
try.

The party announced
enforcing the ‘one fami-
ly, one ticket’ rule with
exception to be made
only when another fami-
ly member has been
working in the party for
at least five years.

It also decided that no
person should hold one
party position for more
than five years to give
opportunity to new peo-
ple and that it will pro-
vide 50 per cent repre-
sentation to those below
50 years of age at all lev-
els of the organisation.

Priyanka Gandhi arrives in Lucknow
for Congress’  ‘Nav Sankalp Shivir’

AICC General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 

arrives at the Chaudhary
Charan Singh Airport, in
Lucknow, Wednesday.

Thiruvananthapuram,
Jun 01 (PTI): A double-
decker bus, belonging to
the Kerala State
Transport Corporation
(KSTRC), is now a class-
room and a place for
recreation for students
of the Government
Lower Primary School
here.

The two-tier classroom
has been created out of
one of two decrepit low-
floor buses out of hun-
dreds meant to be
scrapped by the State-
run transport body. The
bus was donated to the
school located within the
campus of the
Government Teachers
Training Institute (TTI)
at Manacaud.

The classroom on
wheels has a TV, air-con-
ditioner, chairs with
multi-coloured tables,
benches, and shelves for
books, but the steering

wheel and the driver’s
seat have been retained
so that children can play
as if they were driving
the bus.

The upper tier is de-
signed for reading and
recreation.

The sides of the bus
sport a light-blue and
yellow colour with draw-
ings of birds, trees, ani-
mals and books, among
others — a lively attrac-
tion for the pre-primary
students who would have
the opportunity to use
this classroom as
schools reopen on
Wednesday after a over
2-year-long hiatus due to
the COVID-19 pandemic.

On May 17, State
Transport Minister
Antony Raju agreed to
provide the two buses to
the government school.

The Minister, in a
lighter vein, said now no
one should say they only

want low-floor buses, not
buildings to hold classes.

Later speaking to re-
porters, Raju had said
building a classroom
from scratch costs crores
of rupees, while convert-
ing the bus into a class-
room would cost less.
For KSRTC, it is a negli-
gible loss.

According to a state-
ment from the KSRTC in
the Kerala High Court
last month, it has
around 239 low-floor
rear-engine buses lying
unused in its depots.

The 239 buses are
more than nine years old
and have run over 5 lakh
kilometers and there-
fore, the corporation has
decided to scrap them.
KSRTC told the court, in
response to a PIL (public
interest litigation) alleg-
ing that around 2,800
such buses were lying
unused in depots.

Double-decker bus turned 
into classroom in govt school

Ahmedabad, Jun 01 (PTI):

Union Education
Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan and educa-
tion ministers from
states and Union
Territories arrived in
G u j a r a t ’ s
Gandhinagar city on
Wednesday to take
part in the two-day
National Education
Ministers’ Conference.

While the confer-
ence will take place at
Mahatma Mandir, a
convention centre in
Gandhinagar, on
Thursday, Pradhan
along with education
ministers of different
states and UTs, includ-
ing Delhi minister
Manish Sisodia, will
visit different institu-

tions during the day,
an official release stat-
ed. After their arrival,
Pradhan and others,
accompanied by
Gujarat Minister Jitu
Vaghani, visited Vidya
Samiksha Kendra
(VSK), a command-
and-control centre for
monitoring activities
of schools in
Gandhinagar, it said.

VSK is essentially a
surveillance system
that monitors enrol-
ment, attendance,
drop-out ratio in
schools and also
keeps tabs on activi-
ties and performance
of teachers and their
supervising staff. The
dele gation then
went to city-based
B h a s k a r a c h a r y a

National Institute for
Space Applications
and Geo-infor matics
or BISAG, a state-
level agency that pro-
vides services and so-
lutions in implement-
ing map-based
G e o S p a t i a l
Information Systems.

Among other things,
BISAG’s satellite com-
munication network
is utilised by the state
gover nment to pro-
vide online education,
the release said. Later
in the day, the delega-
tion will  visit  the
campuses of National
Forensic Science
University (NFSU)
and Inter national
Automobile Centre of
Excellence (iACE), it
was stated.

Education ministers arrive
in Gujarat for conference

New Delhi, Jun 1 (PTI):

Anguished over “tar-
geted” killing of many
Kashmiri Pandits in the
Valley, Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal on Wednesday
demanded that they
should be given ade-
quate security and their
voices should not be
“quelled”.

In an online press
briefing, he also said
that terrorist forces
don’t want communal
amity in Jammu &
Kashmir as members of
the Kashmiri Pandit
community are being
“targeted and killed”, in
a reminder of what hap-
pened in the 90s.

He also said that 16
Kashmiri Pandits have
been killed this year.

“I demand Kashmiri
Pandits be given ade-
quate security and and
their voices should not
be quelled. They should
be allowed to establish
their homes in their ‘jan-
mabhoomi’ (birth
place),” Kejriwal said.

“It is my appeal to the
Centre that to help
Kashmiti Pandits settle
in Kashmir, we will all
have to work together,
and we are ready to play
whatever role we can,”
he said.

Protests against the
killing of a Hindu
schoolteacher in Kulgam
continued to rock sever-
al parts of Jammu,
Samba and Kathua dis-
tricts of Jammu and
Kashmir on the second
consecutive day on
Wednesday.

Sakinaka rape-murder case

Prosecution seeks
capital punishment

for convict
Mumbai, Jun 01 (PTI): The prose-
cution on Wednesday demanded
capital punishment for the 45-
year-old man who had raped and
murdered a 34-year-old woman
in Sakinaka area in Mumbai by
inserting a rod in her private
parts last September, saying this
offence falls under the “rarest of
rare” category. The accused,
Mohan Chauhan, was convicted
under various provisions of the
Indian Penal Code for rape and
murder on May 30 by additional
sessions judge, (Dindoshi court)
H C Shende. The court is likely to
decide on his sentencing on
Thursday. “This is an offence
against a woman and that too a
woman belonging to a scheduled
caste that makes it more seri-
ous,” advocate Mahesh Mule,
appearing for the prosecution,
argued in the court on
Wednesday. “This is a gruesome,
diabolical attack on a hapless,
lonely woman at odd hours of
the night, thereby raising fear
for woman’s safety in a metro-
politan city like Mumbai,” he
added.

Kejriwal demands 
adequate security for Kashmiri 

Pandits in Valley

Many problems will

ease if PM Modi drops

his ego: Sanjay Raut

Pune, Jun 01 (PTI):
Many problems can be
solved if Prime Minister
Narendra Modi drops his
ego, Shiv Sena MP Sanjay
Raut suggested on
Wednesday. Raut was ad-
dressing a gathering at the
inauguration of Dr
Babasaheb Ambedkar
Sanskrutik Bhavan in
Pune. “Only one message
of Gautam Buddha should
be kept in mind and that is
to leave the ego. The peo-
ple who dropped their ego
have become victorious (in
life). But some people nur-
ture ego. If the ego is set
aside, then many issues
plaguing society, the state
and the country will be
solved. Someone should
convey this to Narendra
Modi,” the Sena MP said.

Speaking about the up-
coming elections to vari-
ous municipal corpora-
tions in Maharashtra,
Raut referred to Hanuman
Chalisa.

RS polls: Independent
candidate Manoj

Joshi’s nomination
papers rejected 

JJaaiippuurr,,  JJuunn  0011  ((PPTTII)):: The nomi-
nation of independent candi-
date Manoj Kumar Joshi for
Rajya Sabha polls from
Rajasthan was on Wednesday
rejected by election authorities.
With this, five candidates -
three of the Congress and one
from the BJP and independent
candidate Subhash Chandra -
remain in the fray for four
seats. “‘Six candidates had filed
nominations. After the scrutiny
on Wednesday, the nomination
papers filed by independent
candidate Manoj Kumar Joshi
was cancelled as they were
incomplete,” the returning offi-
cer for the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions in Rajasthan, Dr. Jogaram,
said. Of the remaining five can-
didates, nomination papers of
Bharatiya Janata Party’s
Ghanshyam Tiwari and inde-
pendent candidate Subhash
Chandra, Indian National
Congress’s Randeep Singh
Surjewala, Mukul Wasnik and
Pramod Kumar Tiwari were
found correct, he said.



JJeerruussaalleemm,,  JJuunn  11  ((AAPP))::

The Israeli military on
Wednesday said dozens of its
aircraft conducted a drill simu-
lating airstrikes on long-range
targets, a thinly veiled refer-
ence to a possible attack on
regional rival Iran.

The army said the exercise
took place a day earlier over
the Mediterranean and
involved long-range flight, aer-
ial refuelling and striking dis-
tant targets . It provided no
additional information.

The announcement came as
negotiators representing
world powers and Iran have
held months of talks in a bid to
hash out a new agreement to
rein in Tehran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, four years after a
deal struck in 2015 collapsed
after the Trump administration
unilaterally withdrew.  Israel
considers Iran its greatest
threat and was staunchly

opposed to the 2015 JCPOA
accords signed by Iran and
world powers, saying it didn’t
have enough safeguards to
keep Iran from developing a
weapons capability or address
other Iranian military threats
in the region. It has said it
opposes a return to a new
nuclear agreement.

Iran has long insisted that
its nuclear program is solely
for peaceful purposes.
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POLL RESULTS

The ruling People Power Partys members and lawmakers react as they watch monitors broadcasting the results of
exit polls for the local elections to elect mayors, governors, council members and education superintendents
nationwide at the National Assembly in Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday.

BRIEF

Terrorist arrested 

Copenhagen:
Norway’s domestic se-
curity agency said
Wednesday that a
man has been arrest-
ed in Oslo on suspi-
cion of taking part in
a terror organization,
and that another per-
son identified as a
Norwegian student
has been arrested in
Bulgaria in a coordi-
nated action. The sus-
pect placed in custody
in the Norwegian cap-
ital will face a pre-
trial custody hearing
later Wednesday fol-
lowing his arrest a
day earlier.

Sichuan quake
Beijing: A 6.1-magni-
tude earthquake rat-
tled the southwestern
Chinese province of
Sichuan on
Wednesday, the China
Earthquake Networks
Centre (CENC) said.
No casualties have
been reported so far.
The earthquake
struck Lushan county
of Ya’an City at 5:00
pm local time. The
epicentre, with a
depth of 17 km, was
monitored at 30.37 de-
grees north latitude
and 102.94 degrees
east longitude, the
state-run Xinhua
news agency report-
ed, quoting CENC.

Palestinian killed
Jerusalem: Israeli
troops shot and killed
a knife-wielding
Palestinian woman in
the occupied West
Bank on Wednesday,
the Palestinian
Health Ministry said.
The Israeli military
said that an assailant
armed with a knife
approached a soldier
conducting routine
security activity
north of the West
Bank city of Hebron
and that soldiers
opened fire. It said
that no soldiers were
hurt in the incident.

Princess dead 
Madrid: Spanish po-
lice have found a 46-
year-old former
princess of Qatar dead
in her bed at home in
southern Spain, au-
thorities said
Wednesday. Kasia
Gallanio was found
dead Sunday morning
in her apartment in
Marbella, a Malaga
province a police
spokeswoman said.
Police went to the
house after receiving a
call from one of
Gallanio’s daughters in
France, who said her
mother had not been
returning calls, the
spokeswoman said.

Singapore, Jun 01 (PTI):

An Indian-origin
Malaysian truck driver
was fined over USD 3,600
on Wednesday for smug-
gling two reticulated
pythons into Singapore
from southern Malaysia.
Pulenthiran Palaniappan,
51, was fined after he plead-
ed guilty to one count of
importing a protected
species without a permit,
Channel News Asia report-
ed. Two more charges of
failing to take reasonable
steps to ensure the pythons
were not transported in a
safe manner were consid-
ered for sentencing.
Reticulated python is a
python species native to
South and Southeast Asia.
It is the world’s longest
snake. In several countries,
it is hunted for its skin, for
use in traditional medi-
cine, and for sale as pets.
The reptiles were seized on
April 7 by Immigration and

Checkpoints Authority of-
ficers who inspected a
Malaysia-registered con-
tainer truck driven by
Palaniappan. The two
pythons were euthanised
after they were found to
have severe, chronic and ir-
reversible health condi-
tions.

They were found hidden
in cloth bundles in a
Styrofoam box concealed
in an overhead compart-
ment above the driver’s
seat. Investigations re-
vealed that Palaniappan
agreed to help a man in
Malaysia deliver the ani-
mals to an unknown recipi-
ent in Singapore. He was to
be paid Malaysian Ringgit
300 (USD 68 approx) for the
job. He collected the box
containing the reptiles in
Johor Bahru on April 7, as
he intended to deliver ce-
ment to a company in
Singapore that day. After
the seizure at night, the
pythons were brought to

Singapore’s Mandai
Wildlife Group for health
examinations the next day.
A doctor with the conser-
vation, research and veteri-
nary department verified
that both pythons had in-
juries associated with poor
handling and environmen-
tal conditions. This led to
spinal deviation, mouth in-
flammation and swelling of
the eye in both animals.
“These were severe health
conditions which were
chronic and irreversible;
and thus the two pythons
were humanely euthanised
due to welfare considera-
tions,” the report said, cit-
ing court documents.

A Singapore National
Parks Board (NParks) vet-
erinarian also assessed
that the pythons suffered
from chronic diseases that
could cause pain and dis-
comfort, and that the trans-
port conditions caused
them unnecessary suffer-
ing.

Indian-origin Malaysian fined for
smuggling pythons into Singapore

President Joe Biden 
meets with New Zealand
Prime Minister Jacinda

Ardern in the Oval Office of
the White House.

Kyiv, Jun 1 (AP):

Western nations prom-
ised more and more ad-
vanced arms to bolster
Ukraine’s defence as its
troops battled a grinding
Russian offensive that was
closing in on capturing a
key city in the east.

Germany said
Wednesday it will supply
Ukraine with modern
anti-aircraft missiles and
radar systems, and the US
will unveil a new weapons
package later in the day
that will include high-tech,
medium-range rocket sys-
tems. The Kremlin
spokesman told reporters
Wednesday that the U.S. is
pouring fuel on the fire.

Western arms have been
critical to Ukraine’s suc-
cess in stymieing Russia’s
much larger and better
equipped military thwart-
ing its initial efforts to
take the capital and forc-
ing Moscow to shift its
focus instead to the east-
ern industrial Donbas re-

gion. But as the war drags
on and Russia bombards
towns in its inching ad-
vance in the east, Ukraine
has repeatedly pleaded for
more and better weapons.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy has
occasionally criticized the
West for moving too slowly
in shipping arms and mili-
tary analysts have said
Russia is hoping to over-
run the Donbas before any
weapons that might turn

the tide arrive. Germany
has come under particular
fire, both at home and
from allies abroad, that it
isn’t doing enough.

German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz told lawmak-
ers that the IRIS-T SLM
missiles it will send are
the most modern air de-
fense system the country
has. With this, we will en-
able Ukraine to defend an
entire city from Russian
air attacks, he said. Scholz

said Germany is in talks
with the United States to
coordinate the supply of
rocket systems Kyiv has
asked for. In addition to
the rocket systems it has
promised, the US package
will include helicopters,
Javelin anti-tank weapon
systems, tactical vehicles,
spare parts and more, two
senior administration offi-
cials said Tuesday. The of-
ficials spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity to pre-
view the package before it
is formally unveiled.

One official noted that
the advanced rocket sys-
tems will give Ukrainian
forces greater precision in
targeting Russian assets
inside Ukraine.

Moscow views the U.S.
plans to supply more
weapons negatively,
Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told re-
porters Wednesday, saying
the Kremlin doesn’t trust
Kyiv’s assurances that the
rocket systems will not be
used to attack Russia.

Western nations vow to send more, better arms to Ukraine

People line up outside a Church to get food and clothing in
Borodyanka, on the outskirts of Kyiv, Ukraine.

Copenhagen (Denmark),
Jun 01 (AP): Denmark’s
largest energy company
said Russia cut off its gas
supply on Wednesday be-
cause it refused to pay in
rubles, the latest escala-
tion over European energy
amid the war in Ukraine.

Russia previously halt-
ed natural gas supplies to
Finland, Poland and
Bulgaria for refusing a de-
mand to pay in rubles.
And on Tuesday, the tap
was turned off to the
Netherlands. Danish ener-
gy company Orsted said it
still expected to be able to
serve its customers.

We stand firm in our re-
fusal to pay in rubles, and
we’ve been preparing for
this scenario, Orsted CEO
Mads Nipper said.

The situation underpins
the need of the EU becom-
ing independent of
Russian gas by accelerat-
ing the build-out of renew-
able energy. In response to
Western sanctions im-
posed against Russia for
its invasion of Ukraine,
Russian President
Vladimir Putin signed a
decree saying foreign buy-
ers needed to pay in rubles

for Russian gas as of April
1. Moscow offered cus-
tomers receiving its natu-
ral gas to establish an ac-
count in dollars or euros at
Russia’s third-largest
bank, Gazprombank, then
a second account in
rubles. The importer
would pay the gas bill in
euros or dollars as speci-
fied in contracts and direct
the bank to exchange the
money for rubles. “This is
totally not acceptable,”
Danish Prime Minister
Mette Frederiksen said.
This is a kind of black-
mailing from Putin. We
continue to support
Ukraine, and we distance
ourselves from the crimes
that Putin and Russia com-
mit. Russian state gas
giant Gazprom confirmed
on Wednesday that it
stopped gas supplies to
Shell Energy Europe and
Denmark’s Orsted after
the two companies refused
to abide by the ruble-pay-
ment mechanism.

Gazprom said it hadn’t
received payments from
either company for gas
supplied in April and
therefore was halting de-
liveries.

Russia cuts off natural
gas supply to Denmark

Indian Embassy 
condoles death of 22
people plane crash

Kathmandu, Jun 01 (PTI):
The Indian Embassy in
Nepal on Wednesday con-
doled the death of 22 peo-
ple, including four Indian
nationals, in the Tara Air
plane crash and said its
thoughts are with the fam-
ilies of the victims and
their loved ones.

The turboprop Twin
Otter 9N-AET plane was
carrying four Indians, two
Germans and 13 Nepali
passengers, besides a
three-member Nepali crew
when it crashed in Nepal’s
mountainous Mustang
district minutes after tak-
ing off from the tourist
city of Pokhara on Sunday.

“We condole the loss of
22 precious lives including
4 Indian nationals in the
tragic crash of Tara Air
flight on its way from
Pokhara to Jomsom on
29th May. Our thoughts are
with the families of the
victims and their loved
ones,” the Indian mission
tweeted.

Israel simulates long-range air
strikes over Mediterranean

Washington, Jun 01 (PTI):

K-Pop sensation BTS
met US President Joe
Biden at the White House
to discuss the rising cases
of hate crimes against
South Asians in the US.

Band members J-Hope,
RM, Suga, Jungkook, V,
Jin and Jimin held a 35-
minute long meeting with
the US president on
Tuesday and discussed
anti-Asian hate crimes
and Asian inclusion.

In a video posted on the
president’s official Twitter
handle, President Biden
told the group that there
has been a rise in anti-
Asian hate crimes in the
US in recent times.

“Hate only hides. When
good people talk about it
and say how bad it is, it
goes down,” he said.

“People care a lot about
what you say, and what
you are doing is good for
all people. It’s not just your
good talent. It’s the mes-
sage you are communicat-

ing. It matters,” Biden
added. Group leader RM
thanked the US president
for signing a recent legis-
lation on combating
COVID-19 hate crimes in
the country. “We want to
say thank you, sincerely,
for your decision such as
signing the COVID-19 Hate
Crimes Act into law. So we
just want to be a little help
and we truly appreciate
the White House and gov-
ernment’s (efforts) trying
to find solutions,” he
added. Before the meeting
with the president, BTS
joined White House press
secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre at her briefing with
reporters.

Jimin said the band had
been “devastated by the re-
cent surge” of crime and
intolerance against Asian
Americans. “To put a stop
to this and support the
cause, we’d like to take
this opportunity to voice
ourselves once again,” he
said through an inter-
preter.

BTS discuss surge in anti-Asian
crimes with US President

Death toll in Iran
building collapse

rises to 37
DDuubbaaii,,  JJuunn  11  ((AAPP))::

The death toll in a cata-
strophic collapse of a tower in
southwestern Iran rose to 37 on
Wednesday, officials said, as
emergency workers pulled
another body from the rubble
over a week after the disaster
that has prompted an outpour-
ing of outrage and grief in the
country. Rescuers continued
sifting through the ruins of the
Metropol Building in Abadan,
some 660 kilometres south-
west of the capital, Tehran.

The governor of the
Khuzestan province, Sadegh
Khalilian, told state TV that he
expects rescuers to find more
bodies, based on the number of
families still waiting in limbo
for word from their loved ones.
It’s unclear how many people
remain unaccounted for.

The structural building fail-
ure in the oil-rich but impover-
ished Khuzestan province has
focused public attention on
shoddy construction practices
and prompted allegations of
government corruption and
negligence.

CCoolloommbboo,,  JJuunn  0011  ((PPTTII))::  Sri
Lankan Muslims have decided
to forgo the Haj pilgrimage this
year due to the worst econom-
ic crisis facing the debt-ridden
country, a media report said on
Wednesday.

Saudi Arabia had approved a
quota of 1,585 Haj pilgrims
from Sri Lanka for the year
2022, out of the one million for-
eign and domestic Muslims
allowed to travel to the holy
city of Makkah in the pilgrim-
age season, the Arab News
reported. However, it was
decided that no Muslim from
Sri Lanka would travel for the
pilgrimage this time, following

a discussion held by several
parties including the National
Haj Committee, Haj Tour
Operators Association of Sri
Lanka, and the Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs
Department.

When going through the pre-
vailing situation and the suffer-
ing the people are undergoing
in our mother Lanka, members
of both associations decided to
sacrifice this year’s Haj, said a
letter directed to the Muslim
Religious and Cultural Affairs
Department by the All-Ceylon
Haj Tour Operators Association
and Haj Tour Operators
Association of Sri Lanka.

Economic crisis forces Lankan
Muslims to forgo Haj pilgrimage 

U nder the leadership of our popu-
lar and visionary Prime Minister

Shri Narendra Modi, the nation is reap-
ing a bountiful harvest of all-round ef-
forts made by the Union Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare in the
last eight years. Several innovative initia-
tives taken by the Ministry in the form of
schemes and programmes, in order to
ensure the commitment and accounta-
bility of the government, have resulted in
ushering sweeping reforms in the direc-
tion and state of farmers and farming
across the country. The livelihood stan-
dards of the farmers are improving and
agricultural finances provided by the
Centre are reaching them directly
through bank accounts with complete
transparency. The income of farmers has
risen in various aspects and a new wave
is visible as agriculture has emerged as a
viable business proposition.
Government's schemes, programmes
and all other activities have always been
focussed towards this effort to empower
farmers become agricultural entrepre-
neurs.

In the last 8 years, the budget alloca-
tion of the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare has been continuously
hiked and several schemes rolled out
with an aim to make agriculture sector
farmer-friendly. The allocation of agri-
culture budget in the current financial
year to about Rs 1.32 lakh crore is a re-
flection of the devotion of the central
government towards the welfare of
farmers. The budget allocation for agri-
culture has increased by almost 6 times
in the last 8 years. The journey of devel-
opment in the agriculture sector does
not end here. Besides increased alloca-
tion, the record production of food grains
and horticultural crops is also a proof of
the budget allocation being spent in the
right direction. According to the Third
Advance Estimates for the year 2021-22,
the production of food grains is estimat-
ed at about 315 million tonnes, while the
production of the horticulture sector is
also estimated at 334 million tonnes,
which is the highest ever. Indeed, it is no
small matter that in the midst of the

challenges of the Covid pandemic, India
has supplied food grains to many needy
countries and even during the Russia-
Ukraine crisis, India has once again
emerged as a major source of food
grains supply to the world. Not only is
the production of food grains showing a
steady increase in the country at a
record level, but the exports of agricul-
ture produce is also rising continuously,
which has reached almost Rs. 4 lakh
crore.

Keeping in mind the better remunera-
tion to farmers and their livelihood, the
government has continuously increased
the Minimum Support Price for Kharif,
Rabi and other commercial crops. As a
result the MSP of paddy rose to Rs. 1940
per quintal from Rs. 1310 per quintal in
2013-14. Similarly, in the year 2013-14,
the MSP of wheat was Rs. 1400 per quin-
tal, which is now rasied to Rs.2015 per
quintal. During the Rabi Marketing
Season (RMS) 2021-22, 433.44 lakh MT
of wheat was procured by the govern-
ment at MSP, which is the highest ever.
Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh
and Jammu and Kashmir have seen the
highest procurement of wheat so far.
The success story does not close here,
data also reveals that a sum of Rs
85,604.40 crore was credited to 49.19
lakh wheat producing farmers during the
RMS directly into their bank accounts in
a transparent manner. Continuing its
commitment towards the farmers, the
government has credited around Rs 1.82
lakh crore to about 11.5 crore farmers di-
rectly into their bank accounts under the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Yojana
(Total Rs.6,000 per annum in three equal
instalments). This scheme is one of the
most comprehensive and key schemes
of the Central Government and also a
symbol of devotion to farmers, in which
there is no role for middlemen.

Fulfilling the government's sincere ef-
forts towards improving soil health, the
Soil Health Card has been provided to
crores of farmers. Keeping in mind the
soil health, this scheme is making farm-
ers aware of effective and better farm-

ing techniques to get better yield. Under
the guidance of Prime Minister Shri
Modi, the Government has made special
provision for Organic Farming as well as
Natural Farming in this year's general
budget. Under this, special attention is
paid to soil health with an objective of in-
creasing farmers' income through natu-
ral farming and conservation of re-
sources and environment. In
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Jharkhand and West Bengal, works will
be undertaken to bring an area of 5 km
on both banks of the Ganges river under
the Natural Farming through a compre-
hensive action plan. The thinking of the
government to promote natural farming
does not stop here. The government has
constituted a committee under the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research
(ICAR) to include syllabus related to nat-
ural farming in undergraduate and post-
graduate teaching courses, and chemi-
cal-free natural farming is being sup-
ported by the ministry and ICAR.
Keeping in view the contemporary na-
ture of natural farming, ICAR has issued
special guidelines to agricultural univer-
sities to include research and allied sub-
jects related to natural farming. Natural
farming has been able to increase the in-
come of the farmers and is a symbol of
the novel thinking of the Central
Government towards ensuring better liv-
ing.

Besides various schemes and pro-
grammes, the dedication of the union
government towards the farmers is also
reflected in the Rs. 1,00,000 crore allo-
cated for the Agricultural Infrastructure
Fund and the government is committed
to provide basic facilities like Godowns,
Custom Hiring Centres, Primary
Processing Units, Sorting and Grading
Units and Cold storage. Through these
basic facilities, the Government Is com-
mitted to provide remunerative prices to
farmers for their produce. In this series,
the government, under the
AatmaNirbhar Bharat Abhiyan (Self-
Reliant India Campaign) is also giving
special promotion to the National
Beekeeping and Honey Mission.
Similarly, through platforms and
schemes like the National Agricultural
Market (e-NAM), Pradhan Mantri Krishi
Sinchai Yojana, Agricultural
Mechanization and Cluster Development
Programme under MIDH, the govern-
ment is committed to provide maximum
benefits to the farmers. Under the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana, farm-
ers have been provided with insurance
cover in the event of a natural calamity.
In order to bring more and more farmers
under the crop insurance scheme, the
â€œMeri Policy, Mere Haathâ€  cam-
paign has been launched. The impor-
tance of PM Crop Insurance Scheme can

be gauged from the fact that farmers
have deposited about Rs.21,000 crores of
premium. while they have been reim-
bursed Rs 1.15 lakh crore as claims
against crop damage. 

Kisan Rail Scheme is another very im-
portant concept of PM Shri Modi for
faster transportation of agricultural pro-
duce, under which special trains are
being run for the swift movement of per-
ishable agricultural produce. This is a
major illustration of the government's
commitment and credibility towards the
farmers. The success of Kisan Rail can
be gauged from the fact that so far
about 2,500 train trips have been con-
ducted on about 175 routes across the
country. This year's budget of the
Ministry of Agriculture has given special
emphasis on agriculture Startups and
agri-entrepreneurship. Work is being
done very fast in this direction, and the
results are also visible. Through the
farmer friendly schemes of the
Government of India, it is high time our
agriculture sector scales new highs.
Many hopes and expectations rest on the
agriculture sector, which the govern-
ment under the leadership of our gener-
ous and able Prime Minister Shri Modi
understands well and is chugging full
steam towards reaching its destination.

At present, the government, along
with the public, is celebrating the
â€˜Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsavâ€™ all over
the country. All the ministries and de-
partments of the Centre, state govern-
ments and their organizations are mobi-
lized in celebrating this grand festival. In
its continuation, the Union Ministry of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, show-
ing dedication towards farmers, cele-
brated â€˜Kisan Bhagidari, Prrathmikta
Hamari Abhiyanâ€™ with great enthusi-
asm last April 25-30th. During this cam-
paign, all the Departments of the
Ministry of Agriculture, organizations
and institutions under them including
the Indian Council of Agricultural
Research and about 725 Krishi Vigyan
Kendras (KVKs) spread across the coun-
try organized Kisan Melas, Kisan
Sammelans, seminars, workshops, webi-
nars, round tables etc., in which a lot of
union and state ministers and other pub-
lic representatives including MPs and
MLAs participated enthusiastically. In
this way, when the nation celebrates the
100th Year of Independence, then the
country will have a bird's eye view of the
evergreen agricultural sector of the
Incomparable India. With this dream, we
are all moving towards building an
AatmaNirbhar Agriculture â€“
AatmaNirbhar India (Self-Reliant
Agriculture - Self-Reliant India).

AAuutthhoorr  iiss  UUnniioonn  MMiinniisstteerr  ooff  AAggrriiccuullttuurree
aanndd  FFaarrmmeerrss  WWeellffaarree  
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Shocking treat-
ment

Shocking to hear from the
Special Investigation Team
(SIT) of the Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB), which dropped
all charges against Aryan
Khan son of Bollywood super-
star Shah Rukh Khan, and five
others in the Cordelia Cruise
drug bust case, has recorded
in an internal note that the in-
vestigating team headed by
IRS officer Sameer Wankhede
may have tried "motivated to
somehow implicate Aryan
Khan". IRS officer Wankhede
went rogue, NCB looked the
other way, and due to his im-
plication, it took 22 days in
custody, eight months of in-
vestigations, and then Aryan
to get justice. If this belongs
to a very influential and well
to do family, then one imag-
ines that how someone from
aam aadmi were to be booked
in a similar case, then how
long the individual will have to
wait till one gets a semblance
of justice. Jailed by the
Enforcement Directorate,
National Congress Party
(NCP) cabinet minister
Nawab Malik, had earlier
claimed that the raid on the
cruise ship was a fraud perpe-
trated by Mumbai NCB head
Wankhede in association with
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). The NCP used the lat-
est development to iterate
that Malikâ€™s claim was
valid and had now been laid
bare by the NCB. Whatsoever,
will the Director-General of
the NCB, Satya Narain
Pradhan who admitted yes-
terday that there were "pro-
cedural irregularities" in the
initial probe, apologies to the
released six youth for illegally
putting them behind bars?
But the big question is what
about that maestro, former
zonal director Sameer
Wankhede who was called the
finest officer but here as an
adventurous officer trying to
get rewarded for having han-
dled a high-profile case.
Hope, in this one of the rarest
cases where the central
agency has acted stringent
against the officer accused of
his willful wrongs.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

‘Special’ convicts 
It is not understood why

some people get VIP treat-
ment in jail after being con-
victed by a court of law. This is
in reference to the jail term for
cricketer-turned-politician
Navjot Singh Sidhu. As far as
our knowledge goes, we un-
derstand that unless in case of
some self-financing VIP cells,
equal treatment is given to all
inmates in jail. Anyone mur-
dering a man and trying to
hide the fact and also enjoying
a lavish lifestyle is only a crim-
inal in the eye of law. Why do
such criminals get preferential
treatment at the cost of tax-
payers' money? Simply giving
a job inside the jail at Rs 40 per
day can never compensate for
special treatment.

DDrr  PPCC  SSaarrmmaahh,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill
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Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
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WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAnnuuppaamm  KKhheerr
@@AAnnuuppaammPPKKhheerr

Some people, no matter how
old they get, never lose their
beauty!!! They merely move it
from their faces into their
hearts!!! I love this quote by
#MartinBuxbaum ! It also
allows me to praise myself!
#InspirationalQuotes

BB  LL  SSaanntthhoosshh@@bbllssaanntthhoosshh

As ED arrests @SatyendarJain in a
money laundering case ,
@ArvindKejriwal claim of transparency
& corruption free Govt comes a cropper
. No Governance in Punjab & Ad
Governance in Delhi has become a
curse on both the states . But expect
some strange logic in next few hours .

MMyyGGoovvIInnddiiaa@@mmyyggoovviinnddiiaa

Keeping the welfare of the poor and
needy a top priority, the govern-
ment is committed towards fulfill-
ing the pursuit of Seva, Sushasan
and Garib Kalyan.
#8YearsOfGaribKalyan

SSuunniieell  SShheettttyy@@SSuunniieellVVSShheettttyy

My dearest friend, and my
favourite co-actor, the one
and only Babu Bhaiya
@SirPareshRawal ... wish
you a very very happy birth-
day! Wish you a year full of
love, laughter, good health
and good memories.

NNDDTTVV@@nnddttvv

UP: Cleanliness drive underway at Dashashwamedh Ghat, Prayagraj "Volunteers of 'Namami Gange'
organised a cleanliness drive near banks of river Ganga at Prayagraj after PM expressed concern. We'll
create awareness among people to not use plastics," said the volunteers

GGaayyaattrrii@@GG__yy__ttrrii

To Indians if you haven't given a guest
some food, you've been discourteous.
My domestic help gets me rice
papads sun dried on her roof after
each holiday. Have seen beggars
share their one roti, nomads, their
dried bhakris with cows and sheep
and goats. to give food is vital Qi

N ational Security Adviser Ajit Doval's comment that India was and
is an important stakeholder in Afghanistan is highly significant.

Doval rightly said that India has historical and civilisational relations
with Afghanistan and New Delhi has always stood by the people of
Afghanistan and it will continue to guide India's approach. His remarks
assumes importance as Pakistan, which views Afghanistan as its pro-
tectorate, has been maintaining that India has no role to play in the
war-torn nation. Perhaps keeping this in mind, he called for enhancing
the capability of the war-torn country to counter terrorism and terror-
ist groups which pose a threat to regional peace and security. Doval
was speaking at the 4th Regional Security Dialogue on Afghanistan in
Tajikistan capital Dushanbe. His counterparts from Tajikistan, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Iran, Kyrgyzstan and China were present.
Indeed, there is a need to find constructive ways to ensure peace and
stability in Afghanistan and to combat risks from terrorism emanating
from the region. Also there is a need to enhance capability of
Afghanistan to counter terrorism and terrorist groups which pose a
threat to regional peace and security. The foremost priority should be
the right to life and a dignified living as well as protection of human
rights of all the people in Afghanistan. Assistance should be accessible
to all, and respect for all obligations under international humanitarian
law should be ensured. India has focused on infrastructure, connectivi-
ty and humanitarian assistance in Afghanistan over the decades.
Besides, there is need for representation of all sections of Afghan soci-
ety, including women and minorities, so that the collective energies of
the largest possible proportion of the Afghan population feel motivated
to contribute to nation building. Women and youth are critical for the
future of any society. Provision of education to girls and employment
to women and youth will ensure productivity and spur growth. It will
also have a positive social impact including discouraging radical ide-
ologies among youth. In this context, Doval said that with collective ef-
forts of Regional Dialogue members, we can help the proud people of
Afghanistan build a prosperous and vibrant nation once again.  The
Regional Security Dialogue on Afghanistan is aimed at firming up a
common approach for practical cooperation in confronting increasing
threats of terrorism, radicalisation and drug trafficking following
Taliban's takeover of Kabul in August last. India had hosted the dia-
logue in November 2021 in New Delhi which was attended by eight na-
tions including Iran and Russia. Pakistan did not attend. This time too,
it went unrepresented. The new government is yet to appoint an NSA.
In a joint statement later, they strongly condemned terrorism and
called for dismantling of terror camps in Afghanistan and the region.
Significantly, while not naming the US or any other Western country,
the joint declaration mentioned the "view" that countries responsible
for the current situation in Afghanistan should fulfil their "obligations"
for economic reconstruction of Afghanistan. The heads of delegations
called on the relevant Afghan parties to take more realistic steps to
eradicate the types of terrorist groups, stop the movement of all terror-
ist organisations, dismantle their training camps both in Afghanistan
and in the region, and ensure that Afghanistan does not serve as a
breeding ground, safe haven or source for the spread of terrorism,"
said the joint statement.

Regional Security
Dialogue on Afghanistan

condemns terrorism

C reation of autonomous councils in the Naga-dominated areas of
Assam, Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh looks like a way out at

this moment for solving the long-standing Naga imbroglio. It may not
be possible for the Government of India to accede to the NSCN (I-M)
group's demand for a separate flag and constitution for the Nagas, but
here again expert committees may be formed to study Naga laws, cus-
toms and location specific histories in the autonomous council areas
and codify them for protecting Naga identities. Thus may be found a
middle path for weaning away the NSCN (I-M) from their demand of in-
corporating the Naga-dominated areas of other Northeastern Indian
states in a 'greater Nagalim'. A solution to the vexed issue of 'mother of
all insurgencies' in India is urgently necessary because the next
Nagaland Assembly election is scheduled to be held early next year.
After the formation of the next Assembly, any new legislative arrange-
ment will become impossible as the incumbent MLAs have already stat-
ed that they would not resign, if re-elected. So New Delhi is witnessing
a flurry of activities. A ten-member delegation of the NSCN (I-M) group
has met AK Misra, interlocutor from the side of the Government of
India. Other Naga leaders are also meeting ministers and government
functionaries. Still there is no information that any conclusive break-
through has been made on the twin question of a separate flag and con-
stitution of the Nagas. The Government of India may not accept the de-
mand for a separate Naga flag and constitution. Up to this point it has
logic on its side because acceding to such a demand will mean opening
up the floodgate of such demands in other Northeastern states. But it
should have taken extreme precaution before signing the 2015
Framework Agreement with the NSCN (I-M). In the wake of a face-off
with RN Ravi, the then interlocutor, the NSCN released the secret
agreement which talked of "sharing the sovereign power" and an " en-
during inclusive new relationship of peaceful coexistence of the two (
the NSCN and the Indian Government) entities". Now every discerning
person would accept that the agreement had willy-nilly given the NSCN
what it wanted. "Sharing of sovereign power" can ingeniously be inter-
preted as extending the right of exercising some kind of sovereignty to
the NSCN while the two words "new relationship" add further strength
to the above premise. From the side of the Government of India, it was
an unwise act. Even today this is standing in the way of an inclusive
agreement.  Perhaps the Government of India is treading a wrong path.
Their confabulation with the NSCN (I-M) is all right but the over-impor-
tance given to it by New Delhi is not sign of mature statesmanship.
Moreover, bringing peace to Nagaland should not be the job of any
Intelligence official, it should be reserved for any statesman-like figure.
To what extent does the words of the NSCN(I-M) carry conviction with
the Naga people? Its camps were once attacked by the Sema tribe al-
though its former president Issac Swu was himself a Sema. The Naga
society is a deeply divided one. The NSCN had broken away from the
Naga National Council (NNC). It itself got divided into two. Then several
other tribes like the Chang, Konyak, Phom, Khaimnuiungon,
Yimchunger and Sangtam had also split from the NSCN. In government
parlance very few words are reserved for the NNC. But can anyone say
that it has lost all its relevance in Naga affairs? The names of not only
AZ Phizo, its towering leader, but that of Mwou Angami, the famed
leader of Naga resistance, are still remembered with much honour and
reverence on the streets of Kohima and Dimapur. But unless all the is-
sues are thrashed out beforehand, this may create problems in future
as has been the case with the Framework Agreement that RN Ravi had
signed with the NSCN (I-M). Unless the Central Government finds a way
out to iron out this bad blood, entering into any final accord at this time
may not be advisable. The NNPG has questioned NSCN (I-M)'s knowl-
edge of Naga history, while the latter has spewed venom on the former
and said that it will not be part of any NNPG solution for a final settle-
ment and has called the NNPG's Agreed Position' with the Indian
Government a betrayal of the Naga cause. Only a respected statesman
can untangle the knots at this juncture. But no such person, whose ac-
ceptability to the Naga society is beyond question, is in sight.

Naga Insurgency - Time
for a Speedy Solution
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NARENDRA SINGH TOMAR

Women walk to collect water from a well in Chhapya village of India's Rajasthan state.

Indian agriculture blooms beyond expectations

SShhaannddiillyyaa  GGiirriirraajj  SSiinngghh
@@ggiirriirraajjssiinngghhbbjjpp

Modi Govt focus has been on Education
and promotion of Startup culture. One
new IIT and IIM opened every year
since 2014, Two new colleges every day
and one university every week is our
pace of commitment towards educa-
tion.#8YearsOfGaribKalyan.

WATER SCARCITY
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Partnership 

New Delhi: Hero
Electric on Wednesday
said it has expanded
its partnership with
Zypp Electric to sup-
port the growth of the
logistics and delivery
segment. Under the
partnership, Hero
Electric will be deploy-
ing 1.5 lakh electric
scooters for Zypp
Electric's fleet in the
next three years. "We
are standing today in
the midst of a green
revolution with more
businesses opting for
sustainable solutions
to reach their con-
sumers. The logistics
segment is thriving
with upward growth
momentum where
companies are keen
on electrifying their
fleets for mid and last-
mile delivery solu-
tions," Hero Electric
CEO Sohinder Gill
said in a statement.

Price index
Mumbai:The All India
House Price Index
(HPI) rose 1.8 per cent
in the fourth quarter of
FY22 on an annual
basis,according to data
released by the Reserve
Bank of India.
However, the rise in the
key index was slower
compared to the
January-March quar-
ter of the preceding fis-
cal when it had record-
ed an increase of 2.7 per
cent. The RBI releases
its quarterly house
price index based on
transaction-level data
received from housing
registration authorities
in ten major cities.The
cities are Ahmedabad,
Bengaluru, Chennai,
Delhi,Jaipur,Kanpur,
Kochi,Kolkata,
Lucknow,and Mumbai.

UDAN scheme

Jabalpur: Civil
Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia
on Tuesday inaugu-
rated two flights from
Jabalpur in Madhya
Pradesh and said that
under UDAN scheme,
1.94 lakh flights were
operated in the last
six years in which
over one crore pas-
sengers travelled. He
also said the flight
movement in Madhya
Pradesh has in-
creased by 70 per cent
in the last ten
months. The newly-
inaugurated flights
include Delhi-
Jabalpur-Bhopal-
Gwalior (three days
in a week) and Delhi-
Jabalpur-Bilaspur-
Bhopal (four days in a
week).

Lending rate
New Delhi: State-
owned Punjab
National Bank (PNB)
on Wednesday raised
its marginal cost of
funds-based lending
rate by 15 basis points
or 0.15 per cent across
all tenures, a move
that will lead to an in-
crease in EMIs for
borrowers. The new
rates are effective
from June 1, PNB said
in a regulatory filing.
The revision follows
an off-cycle rate in-
crease by the Reserve
Bank in May.

New Delhi, Jun 01: 

The slowdown seen in
India's GDP growth to a
four-quarter low of 4.1 per
cent in January-March pe-
riod of 2021-22 was mainly
on account of impact of
the third Covid wave and
high commodity prices,
opined experts. Indian
economy grew at its slow-
est pace in a year during
January-March, pulling
down the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth in
the full year to March to
8.7 per cent before Russia's
invasion of Ukraine added
a new inflation hurdle to
the recovery. The GDP ex-
panded by 4.1 per cent in
the final quarter of the
2021-22 fiscal year, accord-
ing to data released by the
National Statistical Office.

This was lower than the
4.8 per cent growth the
Chinese economy saw in
the quarter. "Provisional
estimates of real GDP in
financial year 2021-22 ex-
ceeds the pre-pandemic
2019-20 levels to now estab-
lish full economic recov-
ery," said chief economic
adviser V Anantha
Nageswaran at a press
conference. Aditi Nayar,
chief economist, ICRA,
said the slowdown seen in
India's GDP growth to a
four-quarter low in
January-March period of
2021-22 was inevitable,
stemming from the ad-
verse impact of the third
wave on contact services,
and of high commodity
prices on margins, as well
as the unfavourable base
effect.

"Unsurprisingly, the
services sector was the
main driver of the 3.9 per
cent GVA growth in fourth
quarter of FY2022," she
said.

Boosted by government
spending, Public
Administration, Defence
and Other Services
(PADOS) stood out as the
fastest growing sub-sector
of GVA (Gross Value
Added) in January-March
quarter of last fiscal,
Nayar added.

Rumki Majumdar, econ-
omist, Deloitte India, said,
the difference between the
real and nominal GDP sug-
gests that inflation has
been a persistent problem,
and the economy has been
fighting the challenge of
rising prices for a long
time now. "Higher prices

weighed on consumer wal-
lets and production costs.
Panic and the search for
safer havens amongst glob-
al investors led to capital
outflows from emerging
countries, India being one.
This resulted in currency
depreciation and higher
import bills," Majumdar
said.

Ramesh Nair, CEO,
India & MD, Market
Development, Asia,
Colliers, said, India's GDP
grew by 8.7 per cent in
2021-22, staging a major
comeback after a decelera-
tion of 6.6 per cent in the
previous fiscal. "This
clearly indicates that the
economy is out of the
woods from the effects of
pandemic and is on its
path to recovery. Both
housing and office de-

mand have a very high
correlation to GDP, even if
pricing cycles are depend-
ent on demand and supply
dynamics," he said. D K
Srivastava, chief policy
advisor, EY India, said the
NSO numbers confirm
that all GDP segments
have emerged higher than
their pre-Covid magni-
tudes. "Going forward, in
2022-23, the Implicit Price
Deflator (IPD)-based infla-
tion may remain high
given the current infla-
tionary trends. With the
expectation of nominal
GDP growth in FY23 being
significantly above the
real GDP growth, the
Centre may garner tangi-
bly higher tax revenues
compared to the budget es-
timates," Srivastava
added.

GDP slowdown in Q4 due to impact of pandemic,
high commodity prices, say experts

INTERACTIVE SESSION

Nestle India Chairman & Managing Director Suresh
Narayanan speaks during an interactive session, in
Kolkata, Wednesday, June 1, 2022. 

New Delhi, Jun 01:  

Union Minister Sanjeev
Balyan on Wednesday ex-
pressed concern over the
low price realisation of
poultry farmers and
warned that the govern-
ment may have to inter-
vene in case of their ex-
ploitation by private com-
panies. The Minister of
State for Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying also directed his
department to soon call a
meeting of all stakehold-
ers to address this issue.
The minister also pulled
up the National Dairy
Development Board
(NDDB) for not being able
to set up a cooperative out-
side Gujarat, which is as
successful as Amul.

Addressing an event,
Balyan said, "We

(Government of India)
have to intervene if small
poultry farmers are ex-
ploited. The issue of mar-
ket integration of poultry
farmers with companies
needs to be addressed".
Poultry farmers, having a
broiler farming contract
with private companies,
are getting lower realisa-
tion. Even a 2005 study by
Ludhiana-based Guru
Angad Dev Veterinary

and Animal Science
University has found that
the poultry farmers were
paid way below the cost of
production, he said.
While the total cost in-
curred by a farmer was
Rs 11.15 per kg, the return
was only Rs 6.41 per kg,
incurring a loss of Rs 4.75
per kg, he said and asked
if the private companies
want to operate like an
East India Company.

As a result of poor mar-
ket integration and lower
price realisation, the min-
ister said there has not
been a single successful
poultry farm in the last
ten years. Balyan directed
his department secretary
to hold a stakeholders'
meeting to address this
issue and ensure there is
better market integra-
tion.

Balyan expresses concern over low
price realisation for poultry farmers

New Delhi, Jun 01:  

Jet fuel prices on
Wednesday were cut by 1.3
per cent -- the first reduc-
tion after 10 rounds of
price hikes -- on softening
international crude oil
rates. Simultaneously,
prices of commercial LPG -
used by business establish-
ments such as hotels and
restaurants - were reduced
by Rs 135 per 19-kg cylin-
der.

The price of aviation tur-
bine fuel (ATF) -- the fuel
that helps aeroplanes fly --
has been reduced by Rs
1,563.97 per kilolitre, or 1.27
per cent, to Rs 1,21,475.74
per kl (Rs 121 per litre) in
the national capital, ac-
cording to a price notifica-
tion of state-owned fuel re-
tailers. This is the first re-
duction after 10 rounds of

price increases this year.
Rates were hiked by Rs
6,188.25 per kl, or 5.29 per
cent, on May 16, to a record
high level of Rs 1,23,039.71
per kl. Commercial LPG
rates were reduced to Rs
2,219 per 19-kg cylinder,
from Rs 2,354, the notifica-
tion showed.

Prior to the cut, rates of
commercial LPG had risen
by Rs 355.5 per cylinder
this year. However, prices
of cooking gas LPG used in
households remained un-
changed at Rs 1,003 per
14.2-kg cylinder. Rates had
been hiked by Rs 3.50 a
cylinder on May 19. Prior
to that prices were hiked
by Rs 50 per cylinder on
March 22 and again by the
same quantum on May 7.
Since April 2021, domestic
LPG prices have risen by
Rs 193.5 per cylinder.

Meanwhile, petrol and
diesel prices remained un-
changed at Rs 96.72 per
litre and Rs 89.62 a litre re-
spectively. An excise duty
cut by the government had
helped reduce petrol by Rs
8.69 a litre and diesel by Rs
7.05 per litre on May 22 but
for that, the base price has
remained unchanged since
April 6. Prior to that, prices
had risen by a record Rs 10
per litre each. Retail price
of petrol, diesel and domes-
tic cooking gas was way
below the cost and so the
softening in benchmark
prices is being used to set
off those losses. Jet fuel
prices are revised on the
1st and 16th of every
month, while petrol and
diesel rates are revised
daily, based on equivalent
rates in the international
market.

ATF price cut by 1.3 pc, commercial
LPG rate reduced by Rs 135

HDFC hikes lending
rate by 5 bps; loan to

become dearer
New Delhi, Jun 01: 

Mortgage lender HDFC
Ltd on Wednesday an-
nounced an increase in its
benchmark lending rate
by 5 basis points (bps), a
move that will make loans
dearer for both existing
and new borrowers. This
is the third hike effected
by HDFC in the last one
month. "HDFC increases
its Retail Prime Lending
Rate (RPLR) on housing
loans, on which its
Adjustable Rate Home
Loans (ARHL) are bench-
marked, by 5 basis points,
with effect from June 1,
2022," the housing finance
company said in a state-
ment. The revised rates for
new borrowers range be-
tween 7.05 per cent and
7.50 per cent, depending on
credit score and loan
amount.

New Delhi, Jun 01:  

GST revenues bucked
the two-month rising
trend in May and stood at
nearly Rs 1.41 lakh crore,
registering a year-on-year
increase of 44 per cent.
Although the May Goods
and Services Tax (GST)
revenues came in lower
than the record high col-
lection in April at Rs 1.68
lakh crore and Rs 1.42 lakh
crore in March, it is still
the fourth highest collec-
tion since the rollout of
the new indirect tax
regime on July 1, 2017.

In February, revenues
from taxing sale of goods
and services was at Rs 1.33
lakh crore, while in
January it was Rs 1,40,986
crore. "The gross GST rev-
enue collected in the
month of May 2022 is Rs

1,40,885 crore of which
CGST is Rs 25,036 crore,
SGST is Rs 32,001 crore,
IGST is Rs 73,345 crore (in-
cluding Rs 37,469 crore col-
lected on import of goods)
and cess is Rs 10,502 crore
(including Rs 931 crore col-
lected on import of
goods)," the Finance
Ministry said in a state-
ment.

The revenues for the
month of May 2022 are 44
per cent higher than the
GST revenues in the same
month last year at Rs
97,821 crore. This is the
fourth time that the
monthly GST collection

has crossed the Rs 1.40
lakh crore mark since the
inception of GST and the
third straight month since
March 2022. "The collec-
tion in May, which per-
tains to the returns for
April -- the first month of
the financial year -- has al-
ways been less than that in
April, which pertains to
the returns for March, the
closing of the financial
year. "However, it is en-
couraging to see that even
in the month of May 2022,
the gross GST revenues
have crossed the Rs 1.40
lakh crore mark," the
Ministry said. The total
number of e-way bills gen-
erated in the month of
April 2022 was 7.4 crore,
which is 4 per cent less
than 7.7 crore e-way bills
generated in the month of
March 2022.

GST revenues up 44 pc at
nearly Rs 1.41 lakh cr in May

Mumbai, Jun 01: 

Savings and Investing
both these terms hold
equal weight when it
comes to securing one’s fi-
nancial future. Edelweiss
Personal Wealth, the
wealth management arm
of Edelweiss Wealth
Management announced
the launch of its new digi-
tal campaign- ‘Don’t waste.
Invest.’ (Fizool kharch
taalo. Invest kar daalo.).
The campaign is aimed at
creating brand awareness
and promote the habit to
invest.

Today, people are contin-
uously exposed to offers
and discounts on their so-
cial media account. Easily
tempted by these deals,
people end up splurging
the money that can be easi-
ly invested. Gradually, the
investments can turn into

wealth and secure their fu-
ture Edelweiss’ ad-cam-
paign, therefore, seeks to
do two things. Firstly,
make people realize their
unwise spending behavior
by raising the question: ‘Is
your money safe with
you?’. Secondly, it advises
them to download the
Edelweiss Mobile Trader
App and sign up to take ad-
vantage of world-class
trading and investments.

Commenting on the
launch of the digital cam-
paign, Puneet Gupta,
Digital Business &
Marketing Head – Personal
Wealth, Edelweiss Wealth
Management said - “We
often come across people
who are reluctant to invest,
either because they find it
unsafe or due to paucity of
money. It is observed that
people are often careless
with their own money.

Edelweiss Personal Wealth
unveils its digital campaign

Hyderabad, Jun 01: 

Continuing on the
growth trajectory, min-
ing major NMDC pro-
duced 3.2 Million Tonnes
(MnT) and sold 2.65 MnT
in the second month of
FY23.

Iron ore production in
May 2022 was 14.3%
higher than the 2.8 MnT
produced in May 2021.
NMDC's cumulative pro-
duction upto May 2022
stood at 6.35 MnT, a 7.4%
growth from the cumula-
tive production of 5.91
MnT upto May 2021. The
largest iron ore producer
of India sold 5.77 MnT in
FY23, upto May 2022 this
fiscal.

Congratulating his
team on this perform-
ance, Sumit Deb, CMD,

NMDC said, "Our consis-
tent growth in produc-
tion has not only made
NMDC the fastest grow-
ing iron ore mining com-
pany in India but also
the most consistent sup-
plier to domestic steel
sector. We have strength-
ened our core by welcom-
ing a fleet of new age
technology and digital
interventions to our
business." 

NMDC records continuous
growth in Production

New Delhi, Jun 01:  

State-owned CIL on
Wednesday said it produced
108.2 million tonne of coal in
the first two months of the
ongoing fiscal year, registering
year-on-year increase of 28.8
per cent. The company had
produced 84 million tonne
(MT) of coal in April-May last
fiscal year, Coal India Ltd (CIL)
said in a filing to BSE. The
company's output in May
increased to 54.7 MT from 42.1
MT in the corresponding
month of previous fiscal year,
the filing said.
"Accelerating its production,
CIL posted a strong 30 per
cent output growth in May'22.
The increase in volume terms
was 12.6 MT," the PSU said in
another filing. Facing a produc-
tion target of 700 MT for 2022-
23, which entailed 12.4 per
cent growth rate at the begin-
ning of the fiscal year, CIL

brought down the year's ask-
ing growth rate to 9.9 per cent
by the end of last month.
"Admittedly, sustaining the
level of growth witnessed so
far, throughout the year, is dif-
ficult but we will be monitor-
ing the progress month by
month to augment the output,"
said a senior official of the
company. CIL supplied 52.4 MT
to the power sector last
month, against 44.5 MT sup-
plied in May last fiscal year.
"During May'22. CIL's despatch
to the power sector at an aver-
age of 1.69 MT per day was
higher than the demand of
1.65 MT. This helped the stock
at power plants, having linkage
with CIL, go up by 16,000
tonne per day during the
month," the statement said.
Concurrently, CIL's supplies to
thermal power plants jumped
to 102.2 MT till May, register-
ing a growth of 16.7 per cent
over April-May 2020-21. 

Coal India production
at 108 MT in Apr-May

Mumbai, Jun 01:  

The rupee on Wednesday
recovered from its record
low to close 20 paise higher
at 77.51 (provisional) against
the American currency. At
the interbank forex market,
the rupee opened at 77.58
against the greenback and
moved in a range of 77.51 to
77.62 in the day's trade.

The rupee finally ended at
77.51, higher by 20 paise over
its previous close. On
Tuesday, the rupee had de-
clined by 17 paise to close at
its all-time low of 77.71
against the US currency as
surging US bond yields
dampened the appeal of
riskier assets. The dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback's strength against
a basket of six currencies,
rose 0.15 per cent to 101.90.

Brent crude futures, the
global oil benchmark,
surged 1.84 per cent to USD
117.73 per barrel. "Rupee
continued to trade in a nar-
row range and volatility re-
mained low despite margin-
al weakness in domestic and
global equities," said
Gaurang Somaiya, Forex &
Bullion Analyst, Motilal
Oswal Financial Services.

Rupee recovers from
record low, spurts 20 paise

to 77.51 per US dollarNew Delhi, Jun 01: 

India's manufacturing
sector growth steadied in
May, with new orders and
production increasing at
similar rates to those reg-
istered in the previous
month, while demand
showed signs of resilience
and improved further in
spite of another uptick in
selling prices, a monthly
survey said on Wednesday.

The seasonally adjusted
S&P Global India
M a n u f a c t u r i n g
Purchasing Managers'
Index (PMI) stood at 54.6
in May, little changed from
54.7 in April, pointing to a
sustained recovery across
the sector. The May PMI
data pointed to an im-
provement in overall oper-
ating conditions for the
eleventh straight month.
In PMI parlance, a print

above 50 means expan-
sion, while a score below
50 denotes contraction.
"India's manufacturing
sector sustained strong
growth momentum in
May.

Thanks in part to the
sharpest rise in interna-
tional sales for eleven
years, total new orders ex-
panded further. In re-
sponse to demand re-
silience, companies con-
tinued with their efforts to
rebuild stocks and hired
extra workers according-
ly," said Pollyanna De
Lima, Economics
Associate Director at S&P
Global Market
Intelligence.

Amid reports of new
business gains, sustained
improvements in demand
and looser COVID-19 re-
strictions, manufacturers
continued to scale up pro-

duction in May. "The rate
of growth was marked,
above trend and broadly
in line with that recorded
in April," the survey said.
The May PMI data also
highlighted a notable
uptick in growth of new
export orders. The rate of
expansion was sharp and
the fastest since April
2011. On the employment
front, manufacturing sec-
tor jobs rose further in
May, owing to ongoing im-
provements in sales.
Although only slight, the
rate of employment
growth picked up to the
strongest since January
2020. On the price front,
input costs rose for the
22nd successive month in
May, with companies re-
porting higher prices for
electronic components,
energy, freight, foodstuff,
metals and textiles.

India’s manufacturing sector growth
steadied in May despite high inflation

L
os Angeles:
American pop
singer Nick

Jonas, who has been
married to Priyanka
Chopra since 2018 and
welcomed Malti Marie via
surrogate in January 2022,
said that fatherhood "inten-
sifies" everything in life
but is trying to be as "pres-
ent as possible" in his
baby's life.

He said: "The
weight of everything
is much more in-
tense. I think it's now
about trying to be as
present as possible and as
thoughtful as you can be for
your family, but also for
other people's journeys. I'm

so grateful for (Malti Marie)
and the wonderful perspec-
tive of being a parent."

Meanwhile, the 'Find You'
hitmaker, who shot to fame
as a Disney star alongside

his older
b r o t h e r s

Kevin, 34 and
Joe, 32 back in

the late 2000s,
was diagnosed
with Type 1 dia-
betes at the age

of 13 and ex-
plained that

while his life
was "uproot-

ed" by the
d i s e a s e ,
hopes that
by sharing
his story
he has
b e e n

able to help
others, re-

ports female-

first.co.uk. While attending
the Sugar Ray Leonard
Foundation's 'Big Fighters,
Big Cause' charity boxing
match - where he was hon-
oured with the Golden Glove
for his activism - he told
Variety: "I was a 13-year-old
kid with a life that was kind
of uprooted by this disease. I
didn't really know of any-
body in the public eye who
was living with it at the
time."

"If me sharing my story
over these past 16 years has
helped anybody, that's the
goal. I look to the people that
helped me through my jour-
ney -- my family, my friends -
- and I want tonight to be
about them."

Shivina to meet with an unfortunate 
incident on ‘Bade Achhe Lagte Hain 2’

I
n the upcoming
episodes of Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t

Television’s fan favourite
show Bade Achhe Lagte
Hain 2, Shivina (Sneha
Namanandi) would be
seen engulfed in a danger-
ous situation! The show
has already been making
the viewers apprehensive
with the storm brewing in
the Kapoor household with
Priya (Disha Parmar) and
Ram (Nakuul Mehta)
stuck in the eye of the cy-
clone. The unfortunate ac-
cident which made Ram
lose his father to the
clutches of death, left a
hole in the Kapoor family,
one that sizzled and
burned when it was re-
vealed that Priya’s father
Mr Sood and her brother-

in-law Varun had their
hands dipped in the red of
the accident.

Taking cue, Ram’s moth-
er and brother Nandini
and Shubham seize the
chance to cause a breach

between Ram and Priya
with Shivina on the other
side facing catastrophe de-
cides to leave the Sood
house owing to the news
about her father’s death.
Shivina who is one of the
most loved characters on
the show would be getting
into an unfortunate inci-
dent due to her haste deci-
sion, thus, breaking many
hearts. With trouble in par-
adise threatening RaYa,
this new development will
leave fans with a bitter-
sweet feeling as they have
adored the beautiful filial
bond between Ram and
Shivina. Ram, who is ex-
tremely close to his
younger sister, will be dev-
astated by the heart-break-
ing news!

Commenting on this

new turn of
events in the show,
Sneha, said, “When I was
first narrated the scene, I
thought that the sequence
was quite riveting. Shivina
has always been a happy-
go-luck girl and therefore I
needed to be poised for this
intense scenario. I know
that the fans will be sad
about the sequence, but
rest assured the predica-
ment will only add to the
progress of the narrative.
Shooting this sequence
was both tough and re-
warding because it gave
me the opportunity to try
something new.”

To know more, tune in
to Bade Achhe Lagte Hain
2, every Monday to Friday
at 8:00PM only on Sony
Entertainment Television!

W
e live in a society
where mothers are
worshipped for nurtur-

ing and raising their kids and
sacrificing every bit of them-
selves for the well being of their
children. But then, why do we
look down upon women who
choose to raise their kids inde-
pendently? Why can’t she give
her name and identity to her
child in the absence of a father
figure? Raising many such
questions is COLORS’ new fic-
tion drama, ‘Muskuraane Ki
Vajah Tum Ho’ which depicts
the story of one such strong-
willed woman- Katha, who
takes a bold step of embracing
motherhood while dissuading
all social norms. But she is
ridiculed and criticised by
everyone who believes that a
woman is incapable of upbring-
ing a child without a man’s sup-
port. As she enters the new
phase of her life fighting every
challenge that comes her way,
will Katha find a special some-
one who will become the reason
for her happiness? Produced by
Satori Media, the show will fea-

ture debutant Tanvi Malhara as
the protagonist Katha, whereas
actor Kunal Jaisingh will essay
the role of Kabir. ‘Muskuraane
Ki Vajah Tum Ho’ premiered on
1st June 2022 at 8:30 pm and air
every Monday to Friday, only on
COLORS.

Katha is an optimistic young
girl from Nainital who works at

an NGO for women. Her life
takes an unexpected turn as she,
instead of giving in to society’s
stereotypical views, decides to
raise her child by herself.
Destined to cross paths with
Katha, Kabir, a suave business-
man from Udaipur. Smitten by
her persona and resilience, he
falls for Katha and convinces her

to get married. As Katha begins a
new chapter in her life, will
motherhood stand in the way of
their love? Will she be accepted
into her new family despite her
past? Watch Katha’s heartening
journey with ‘Muskuraane Ki
Vajah Tum Ho’ every Monday to
Friday at 8:30 pm only on COL-
ORS.

COLORS launches ‘Muskuraane Ki Vajah Tum Ho’ A
c t r e s s
S o b h i t a
Dhulipala,

who appeared in 'Made In
Heaven - Season 1', has an ex-

citing lineup. 2022 is clearly an
interesting year for Sobhita as

she has several fascinating proj-
ects including 'Major'.
Sobhita Dhulipala says, "This

week is indeed very special for me,
not only because it is my birthday

week, but also because I have the
release of 'Major' on June 3.

Simultaneously, I am prepping for
two exciting projects that I can't

talk about yet.
"While dubbing for Mani Ratnam

Sir's 'Ponniyin Selvan' in Hyderabad, I
thought I'd share this with you. I'm
overjoyed that such wonderful oppor-
tunities are coming my way; in fact,
due to my numerous upcoming releases,
this year will be a pivotal year for me,"
the 'Goodachari' girl stated.

Sobhita stated that she agreed to be a
part of the project as soon as she was
approached.

"Even though it was a special role I
was approached for, it didn't matter
to me. I just wanted to be a part of
the great hero, Sandeep
Unnikrishnan's story", Sobhita
said.

Meanwhile, Sobhita's filmog-
raphy includes a sequel to

'Made In Heaven,' 'The Night
Manager,' a Hollywood

film titled 'Monkey Man,'
M a n i r a t n a m ' s

'Ponniyin Selvan,' and
a few more interesting

projects.

ACROSS

1. Fido's treat

5. Papa's partner

9. Paying attention

14. Bullring shouts

15. Corrosive substance

16. Cowboy show

17. Hunt for

18. Disney clownfish

19. Lock of hair

20. Cilantro

22. Small depressions

23. Soccer's ____ Hamm

24. Compass point (abbr.)

26. Performer

29. Left the throne

35. Scrooge's word

36. "Star Wars" character

38. Group spirit

39. Skip

41. Basil sauce

43. ____ Fitzgerald

44. Actress ____ Richards

46. Ages and ages

48. Snakelike fish

49. Conducting contact

51. Didn't exist

53. Lobe site

54. Author ____ Fleming

55. Rascal

59. Patched a ceiling

65. Eiffel Tower locale

66. Foyer

67. Army mascot

68. ____ acid (protein component)

69. Apex

70. ____ of Capri

71. Madrid's country

72. Robin's abode

73. "Silkwood" actress

DOWN

1. Bartlett's kin

2. Bogus butter

3. Poetic contraction

4. Igloo dweller

5. Heavenly dish

6. Passed effortlessly

7. Silent actor

8. Revered

9. 1930s design style (2 wds.)

10. Folk wisdom

11. Genesis location

12. Take it easy

13. Fling

21. Breezy

25. Singer Paul ____

26. Living quarters

27. Desert animal

28. Biblical pronoun
29. Lime drink
30. Stationed
31. "We ____ Family"
32. Yarns
33. Actress ____ Barkin
34. Distributed cards
37. Puccini work
40. Spasm
42. Shoe tip
45. New spouse's boy
47. Smack
50. Parentless child
52. Weak
54. Tiny landmass
55. Resorts
56. Use a tent
57. Diva's offering
58. Skirt length
60. Shoestring
61. Charity
62. Hurry
63. She, in Nice
64. Gentle animal
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Today you might feel especially idealis-
tic regarding your relationships,
Aquarius. You're likely to see those
closest to you in their best light.
Romantic partners may seem like char-
acters from a fairy tale. This is a good
time to move a love relationship to the
next level of commitment, as long as
you don't forget your partner's foibles. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Today you might feel the need to be of
service to others. Your humanitarian
instincts are high, Pisces, though you
might tend to over-idealize the concept a
little. It's wonderful to help those less for-
tunate, but often the process involves a
heavy commitment of time and energy. If
you decide to do this, it could transform
your life in a profound way. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

The arts might seem especially appealing
today, Aries. Also, you could fall in love. If
you're currently involved, expect circum-
stances to develop that show the exalted
side of your partner that you sometimes
forget. If you aren't involved, expect
someone wonderful to appear.
Remember to get to know the person
before getting hooked. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

A number of powerful events could
increase the level of love and positive
energy in your home, Taurus. Visitors with
a spiritual or metaphysical focus could
bring some new and exciting information.
Good news that you never expected could
raise everyone's spirits. Communication
with a humanitarian or spiritual purpose
might take place. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may be in communication with
some new people who appear interest-
ing and excite your curiosity, Gemini.
Spiritual or metaphysical conversations
could take place today over the phone or
video chat. The concepts might be deep,
exalted, and inspiring, yet bring up more
questions than answers. Books on the
subject could prove enlightening. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Experiences you never expected could
come your way today, Cancer. A talent that
you didn't know you had could come to
light. This might involve a combination of
arts and technology, such as computer
graphics or animation, or it might involve
spiritual or humanitarian work. You might
also try fundraising for a charity or a social
or political cause. Don't hesitate. Go to it.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You usually tend toward rational and
scientific ways of thinking, Leo, but
today you might be so intuitive that
you're more likely to use your psychic
abilities. This can be a mixed blessing.
Your rational nature protects you from
identifying too much with the world's
less fortunate. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You're normally intuitive, Virgo, but
today you might feel more psychic than
you ever dreamed you could. Information
received from the media could have you
picking up psychically on the thoughts
and feelings of people you've never met.
This can be emotionally overpowering, so
protect yourself by keeping the white
light around you. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today you could feel especially intu-
itive and more sensitive than usual to
unacceptable social and political con-
ditions, Libra. Ideas for new goals,
perhaps humanitarian, might come to
you. You should be in an especially
idealistic mood, so you might come
up with wonderful possibilities that
aren't workable now. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today you might toy with the idea of making
either the arts and humanitarianism or the
spread of higher consciousness your life's
work. Business and money are going well for
you, Scorpio, and you might be thinking in
terms of a future in which you can write
your own career ticket. Although the time
isn't right to actually do it, you should for-
mulate an action plan for the future.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Though you naturally tend to be sensitive to
the feelings of others, Capricorn, today you
might be so in touch with the needs and
desires of those around you that you sense
what they want even before they know it.
Spiritual, emotional, or psychological
insights might come to you throughout the
day. You could even have some prophetic
dreams. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Though you naturally tend to be sensitive
to the feelings of others, Capricorn, today
you might be so in touch with the needs
and desires of those around you that you
sense what they want even before they
know it. Spiritual, emotional, or psycho-
logical insights might come to you
throughout the day. You could even have
some prophetic dreams. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Sobhita Dhulipala
looks forward to

release of 'Major' in
her b'day week

T
he daily habit of
drinking a glass of
milk, especially

during morning break-
fast, is something that
most of us remember dis-
tinctly from our child-
hood. Considered to be
healthy and nutritious,
most parents, especially
mothers, more often have
had their ways to ensure
their children drink it till
the last drop. On World
Milk Day, &TV artists
Kapil Nirmal (Tarakasur,
Baal Shiv), Kamna
Pathak (Happu Singh,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan),
Roshitashv Gour
(Manmohan Tiwari,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai) and
Akansha Singh (Sakina
Mirza, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha hai?) talk about the
fuss and fun of drinking
milk and share their
funny stories about dodg-
ing this mandatory morn-
ing routine.

Akansha Singh, aka
Sakina Mirza in &TV’s
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai?, shares, “I love drink-
ing milk. However, like
many other kids, I too did

not like drinking milk as
a child. So much so that I
used to feed my glass of
milk to cats in our vicini-
ty. I made it a ritual to go
out on the veranda, call
over cats in the area and
feed them my milk.
However, one day one of
our neighbours caught
me in the act and in-
formed my parents. While
they liked that I was feed-
ing the cats, they made it a
ritual to give me a glass of
milk and keep a bowl of
milk for the cats on the ve-
randa. They told me that I
must also drink if I want-
ed the cats to be fed. From
that moment on, I cher-
ished drinking milk, and
of course, its health bene-
fits must not be ignored.
On this World Milk Day, I
recommend everyone to
drink milk and stay
healthy.”

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai? at 9:30 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm,
airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV.

&TV actors share the fuss
and fun of drinking milk

Nick Jonas is ‘so 
grateful’ to be a fatherA

ctress Sonam Kapoor, who is expecting
her first child, is 'reunited with her love'
Anand Ahuja. Sonam shared a video on

her Instagram stories, wherein she can be heard
saying: "Finally". In the clip, the actress is look-
ing pretty in a blue shirt paired with a golden
necklace and earrings. Anand, on the other hand,
is looking uber cool in a white T-shirt layered
with a black shirt. He can be seen giving a fore-
head kiss to his lovely wife.Sharing the video, she
captioned it as "Reunited with my love," followed
by a lovestruck emoji. Sonam and Anand are ex-
pecting their first child this fall. The couple
shared a post on their respective Instagram pro-
files to announce the news. The post read: "Four
hands. To raise you the very best we can. Two
hearts. That will beat in unison with yours, every
step of the way. One family. Who will shower you
with love and support. We can't wait to welcome
you. #everydayphenomenal #comingthis-
fall2022."

Meanwhile, on the work front, Sonam will be
next seen in Shome Makhija's 'Blind'.

Sonam happy to be
‘reunited with her love’

Anand Ahuja
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Jakarta, Jun 01 (PTI): 

The young Indian men's
hockey team produced a
spirited performance to
beat Japan 1-0 and clinch
the bronze medal in the
Asia Cup here on
Wednesday.

After missing out of a
place in the title clash on
goal difference following
an exciting 4-4 draw with
South Korea on Tuesday,
defending champions
India came out with pur-
pose and scored a field
goal through Raj Kumar
Pal as early as in the sev-
enth minute of the game
and then defended in num-
bers to seal the deal.

India started brightly
and pushed hard in the
first five minutes of the
match but their attacks fiz-
zled once out inside the op-
position D.

The Indians, however,
broke the deadlock in the
seventh minute from a
brisk counter-attack with
Uttam Singh doing all the
hardwork on the right

flank to set it up for
Rajkumar Pal, who neatly
pushed it past the
Japanese goalkeeper
Takashi Yoshikawa.

Three minutes later, the
Indians secured two back-
to-back penalty corners
but wasted both. In the last
five minutes of the first

quarter, Japan pressed
hard in search of the
equaliser and mounted nu-
merous raids but the
Indian defence stood firm
to hold on to their lead.

Trailing by a goal, Japan
continued to attack and in
the process earned two
consecutive penalty cor-

ners in the 20th minute
but the Indians defended
in numbers to keep their
lead intact. Both Japan
and India had a few more
chances in the second
quarters but both the
teams faltered in the final
third. Japan came out at-
tacking after the change of

ends and secured two
more penalty corners in
quick succession but they
failed to break the resolute
Indian defence.

In between India had a
golden chance to extend
their lead but Rajkumar
shot over from close quar-
ters from a SV Sunil pass.

The Japanese put relent-
less pressure on the Indian
citadel in the final two
quarters in search of the
equaliser but the Birendra-
Lakra side stood like a
rock to deny their oppo-
nents.

In the 48th minute,
Japan secured three suc-
cessive penalty corners
but couldn't breach the
Indian backline.

Japan earned another
penalty corner in the 51st
minute but the Indian de-
fence once again foiled the
chance. While Japan
pressed hard in the re-
maining minutes the
Indians put numbers at the
back to successfully defend
their one goal lead and se-
cure a podium finish.

India beat Japan 1-0 to
clinch Asia Cup bronze

Paris, Jun 01 (AP): 

Rafael Nadal insists he
can't know for sure
whether any match at
Roland Garros might be
his very last at a place he
loves, a place he is loved.

For now, if he keeps
winning and keeps per-
forming the way he did
during his monumental
quarterfinal victory over
longtime rival Novak
Djokovic that began in
May and ended in June,
Nadal will have more
chances to play.

With a mix of brilliant
shot-making and his trade-
mark resilience, Nadal got
past the top-seeded defend-
ing French Open champi-
on Djokovic 6-2, 4-6, 6-2, 7-6
(4) to move a step closer to
his 14th championship at
the clay-court Grand Slam
tournament and what
would be a 22nd major tro-
phy overall, adding to
records that he already
owns.

One of those magic
nights for me," Nadal said.

For anyone lucky
enough to be there, too
provided they were able to
stay awake or even anyone
watching from afar. The
match began a little past 9
p.m. Tuesday and conclud-

ed more than four hours
later, after 1 a.m.
Wednesday. TV decides,
Djokovic said about the
late start.

That's the world we are
living in.

The bracket said this
was a quarterfinal, yes,
but it felt like a final, from
the quality of play to the
quality of effort, from the
anticipation that preceded
it to the atmosphere that
enveloped it.

The only missing ingre-
dient: There was no trophy
handed to the winner.

Nadal turns 36 on

Friday, when he will face
third-seeded Alexander
Zverev in the semifinals.
When the subject of
Nadal's future was
brought up during his on-
court interview, he smiled.

See you, by the way, in
two days, Nadal said.
That's the only thing that I
can say. It'll be difficult for
any match the rest of the
way to live up to this one.

Nary a game, a point, a
stroke or, indeed, a step
came with a hint of insou-
ciance. Both men gave
their all. Nothing came
easily.

Nadal tops Djokovic in 
quarterfinal thriller at French Open

Spains Rafael Nadal celebrates winning his quarterfinal match
against Serbias Novak Djokovic in four sets, 6-2, 4-6, 6-2, 7-6 (7-4),
at the French Open tennis tournament in Roland Garros stadium in
Paris, France, Wednesday.

Stavenger , June 01 (PTI): 

Indian chess ace
Viswanathan Anand de-
feated Maxime Vachier-
Lagrave in 40 moves in the
first round of the classical
section of the Norway
Chess tournament here.

The win over the
French player late on
Tuesday enabled the
Indian GM to gain 3
points. American Wesley
So beat Teimur Rajdabov
in the first round to be
level with Anand, while
Magnus Carlsen had to
settle for a draw with
China's Wang Had. In the
blitz event played prior
to the Classical, Anand

had shocked world cham-
pion Carlsen in round
seven on the way to a
fourth-place finish. The

former world champion,
however, suffered defeats
to Anish Giri (the
Netherlands) and
Vachier-Lagrave in the
fourth and ninth round
respectively to finish
with 5 points in the 10-
player blitz event. So fin-
ished on top of the Blitz
standings with 6.5
points, one clear of
Carlsen while Giri took
the third spot. He thus
earned the right to pick
his starting number for
the classical event. In the
classical event, the play-
ers would play an
Armeggedon (sudden
death) game in case of a
draw.

Anand beats Vachier-Lagrave
in Norway Chess tourney New Delhi, June 01 (PTI): 

Ravichandran Ashwin,
one of the sharpest
thinkers in world cricket,
feels that he has reached a
stage in his career where
he is not bothered about as-
sessment of his own per-
formance after every game.

The 35-year-old, who has
taken 442 wickets in 86
Tests, also made a white-
ball comeback after four
years and featured in last
year's T20 World Cup in the
UAE.

However, he has been
rested from the T20 home
series against South Africa
later this month and will
link up with the squad in
the UK for the 'fifth' Test of
the last series against
England. "If you want a re-

alistic answer, I am not as-
sessing my performance at
all. I am not in that phase of
my life where I am think-
ing about what happened

there and what happened
here. Like I told you, I am
living it by the day. "The
last two years have been
hard on a lot of people but

it has been very very kind
and good to me. So just en-
joying my game. I don't
know if it is evident
enough on the ground or
not. I am in totally in a very
good space of mind,"
Ashwin told PTI at the
launch of Voot Select's
'Bandon Mein Tha Dum'.

Ashwin, who has just
got done with the two-
month long IPL, will next
be seen during India's tour
of England in June-July
when the rescheduled fifth
Test will be completed
with the visitors leading 2-
1. The champion spinner
though is looking forward
towards spending his
much-needed break at
home after having lived
out of suitcases for five
months . "Honestly, I am

pretty blank right now. We
have had a long interna-
tional season so not even
thinking about all that in
my head. I have been in
bubbles forever, have got
back home only after five
months. It is about time I
put the pause button on
and live everyday and take
it as it comes."

With COVID-19 on the
wane, cricket boards
around the world are head-
ing towards staging series
without mentally taxing
bio bubbles. Ashwin can
only be happy about that.

"Absolutely. More than
anything else, we need to
look at the larger picture. If
we are able to get over the
pandemic and things are
getting back to normal, we
all should be happy."

‘I am past the phase of assessing my performance after every game’

Paris, June 01 (AP): 

Coco Gauff left Roland
Garros 12 months ago
crestfallen, knowing she
let a big lead slip away in
her major quarterfinal
debut. She vowed to re-
member that and learn
from it.

Consider that done.
Gauff, still only 18, re-

turned to that stage
Tuesday for a second time
and was not about to let
this one end similarly,
beating 2017 U.S. Open
champion and 2018 French
Open runner-up Sloane
Stephens 7-5, 6-2 in a
matchup between
Americans at Court
Philippe Chatrier to reach
her first Grand Slam semi-
final.

"It was just a mental
challenge today," said
Gauff, who began this trip
to Paris by taking photos

near the Eiffel Tower
while holding her recently
earned high school diplo-
ma.

"Last year in the quar-
terfinals, it was a tough
loss for me and I think that
match made me stronger
and better prepared for the
tough moments today."

Gauff has seemed to be

preparing for this sort of
moment for quite some
time, even before she be-
came the youngest qualifi-
er in Wimbledon history at
age 15 and beat Venus
Williams en route to the
fourth round there in 2019,
even before she won the
French Open junior title a
year prior. One measure of

how she has continued to
improve: Her forehand
was long considered her
weaker groundstroke, but
against Stephens, that pro-
duced more winners than
her backhand did.

"I believe in myself.
Even last year, I was too fo-
cused on trying to fulfill
other people's expecta-
tions," said Gauff, who
hasn't dropped a set
through five matches.

"I know no matter how
good or bad my career is, I
know I'm a good person, so
I think that's a good mes-
sage for young people. ...
Just know: If you love
yourself, who cares what
anyone else thinks?"

Her quick rise is quite a
contrast from the long
road her next opponent,
Martina Trevisan of Italy,
traveled along the way to
her own first Slam semifi-
nal at age 28.

Gauff, Trevisan reach 1st Slam semifinal

Johannesburg, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Backing David Miller to
carry his confidence from
the IPL to the away series
against India, South Africa
white-ball skipper Temba
Bavuma said he is open to
having a conversation with
the southpaw regarding
his batting position in the
national T20 team.

Miller enjoyed a fabu-
lous IPL season with the
bat where he was a vital
cog in the Gujarat Titans
team that went on to win
the title in its maiden sea-
son. "It's always nice to see
guys in form. A guy like
David lifting the trophy
with the Gujarat Titans -

the confidence that he will
bring into the team, we
look forward to that,"
Bavuma told reporters at
the pre-departure press
conference on Tuesday
ahead of the series against

India. "David has per-
formed exceedingly well at
the IPL and I'm sure that
will do a world of good for
his confidence and whatev-
er feelings of insecurity
that might be there.

Bavuma open to discussing move up
the order for Miller after IPL success

Paris, June 01 (PTI):

Sania Mirza and her
Czech partner Lucie
Hradecka displayed fear-
less brand of tennis but
much younger and superi-
or American singles play-
ers Coco Gauff and
Jessica Pegula prevailed
in the women's doubles
third round of the French
Open, here on Tuesday.

Despite a combined age
of 72 years, Mirza and
Hradecka produced some
high quality tennis but
lost 4-6 3-6 to Pegula,
ranked 11th in the singles
and world number 23
Gauff. Mirza was impres-
sive with her lower and an-
gled forehands while
Hradecka's power-packed
backhand hitting from the
baseline was a treat to
watch but the Americans
got those crucial points
that dictated the outcome

of the match. Mirza and
Hradecka were down 3-5 in
the opening set but Gauff,
while serving for the set,
committed a double fault
to hand a break chance.

Mirza easily dispatched
a volley to grab the break-

point for the team.
Hradecka served next and
at 30-all, Sania fluffed an
overhead smash to hand
the Americans set point,
which got converted when
the Czech made a return
error. Mirza and Hradecka

had got a measure of their
rivals by now and the fear-
less and confident hitting
had begun.

The Indo-Czech pair
nosed ahead in the second
set by breaking the serve
of Pegula in the very first
game and Mirza made it 2-
0 with an easy hold.

Gauff's serve was put
under pressure. At 30-all,
Mirza went for a deep re-
turn but that sailed over
the baseline. Hradecka too
went for big shots but her
unforced error put the
Americans on board.

Pegula found a stunning
angled winner that sped
off from the corner of the
court when Hradecka
served at 15-40, making it
2-2. They were in danger of
dropping serve again but
Mirza saved three break-
points in the sixth game.
The Americans too saved
three break chances.

New Delhi, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Former India coach Ravi
Shastri reckons that T20
format is not meant for bi-
lateral series between inter-
national teams and the
slam-bang style of cricket
should be restricted to just
World Cup.

Shastri, one of the most
successful India coaches,
also feels that franchise
cricket together with a bi-
ennial T20 World Cup is
best way forward when it
comes to shortest format,
considering fans' appetite
for it. Shastri's comments
have come, days before
India's five-mach T20 series
against South Africa.

"...there's too much of bilat-
eral stuff going on in T20
cricket. I've said that (be-
fore), even when I was the
coach of India, I could see it
happening in front of my
eyes," Shastri told
ESPNcricinfo. "It should go
the football way, where, in
T20 cricket, you just play

the World Cup. Bilateral
tournaments - no one re-
members." Shastri, whose
tenure as India coach ended
last year, said he doesn't "re-
member a single (T20) game
in the last six-seven years
as coach of India, barring
the World Cup." "A team
wins the World Cup, they
will remember it.
Unfortunately, we didn't, so
I don't remember that ei-
ther. "Where I am coming
from is: you play franchise
cricket around the globe;
each country is allowed to
have their franchise crick-
et, which is their domestic
cricket, and then, every two
years, you come and play a
World Cup."

No one remembers bilateral T20 series, play
shortest format in just World Cup: Shastri
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Sania Mirza-Hradecka knocked out

Chennai, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Former champions Chennaiyin
FC on Wednesday roped in
young winger Vincy Barretto on
a multi-year deal ahead of the
upcoming Indian Super League
season.
The Goa-born footballer will
join the two-time champions
after a successful ISL campaign
with Kerala Blasters last sea-
son. Barretto contributed to
Kerala Blasters' runners-up fin-
ish with two goals from 17
matches, which also includes a
left-footed screamer against
Hyderabad FC from outside the
box in a league game. "I'm very
excited to join Chennaiyin FC, a
club that has already been suc-
cessful in its little history. My
only goal is to win more titles

with the club," the 22-year-old
said. A product of Dempo SC,
Barretto will add extra speed
and depth in the wings for the
Marina Machans. He will also
provide exciting offensive
punch and support to the for-
wardline by creating goal-scor-
ing opportunities. After being
part of the Dempo SC's youth
set-up, Barretto received his
first senior contract with FC
Goa's reserve side at the age of
18. He spent three years there,
winning the 2018-19 Goa
Professional League and also
making nine appearances in the
I-League second division.
Later, he moved to I-League
club Gokulam Kerala and played
a crucial role in their maiden
title-winning campaign on his
debut season in 2020-21.

Chennaiyin FC sign young
winger Vincy Barretto

Shot in face in 2008, visually impaired UP officer cracks UPSC
Meerut (UP), Jun 01 (PTI): 

An Uttar Pradesh civil
service officer who partial-
ly lost his sight and hearing
after sustaining seven bul-
let injuries in an attack
after he exposed an alleged
Rs 100-crore scholarship
scam has finally cracked
the UPSC exam. In the
Union Public Service
Commission examination
2021, Rinko Rahee, who can-
not see well from one eye,
has lost hearing in one ear
and has a broken jaw, se-
cured the 683rd rank.

The 40-year-old
Provincial Civil Service
(PCS) officer was attacked
when he was posted as a so-
cial welfare officer in
Muzaffarnagar. He said the
attack was due to the al-
leged scholarship scam he

exposed. Since then, Rahee
says, he has suffered a pun-
ishment posting, a suspen-
sion and even been sent to a
mental asylum by his boss-
es. A resident of Aligarh,
Rahee told PTI that he was
selected in PCS 2004 and
posted in Muzaffarnagar in
2008. "I exposed an over Rs
100-crore scholarship scam
in the district. I had in-
formed the directorate
about it and some days
later, I was attacked in
which I sustained seven
bullet injuries," he said.

"I had to undergo surgery
of my mouth. My eyesight
in one eye has almost gone.
I cannot hear from one year.
One side of my jaw was
completely damaged. But I
somehow survived," Rahee
said. On March 26, 2009,
four accused in the case

were awarded 10-year sen-
tences by the court, while
four other people were set
free for lack of evidence.

"In this matter, there was
'kharid-farokht (use of
money)'. Be it private or
government counsel, both
were managed and the real
culprit saved himself and
was set free," Rahee alleged.
He said there were two
points in the case, a crimi-
nal case and a scam.

"The judge ignored the
scam part. He believed I
had no evidence to prove
that those who attacked me
had any motive to do so. I
had come to know about the
court's verdict a day be-
fore," Rahee claimed.
Irrespective of that, his
punishment never stopped,
he added. "In my present
posting, the government

has charge-sheeted me
twice. When I was shot,
there was a BSP govern-
ment in the state. In the SP
regime, I was sent to a men-
tal asylum, and I was sus-
pended in the BJP regime,"
Rahee said. He claimed he
was suspended in 2018 with-
out any reasons during his
Lalitpur posting and was
later transferred to an
IAS/PCS coaching centre
in Hapur which, he said, is
considered a punishment
posting.

Rahee alleged that some
months back, he got a call
from the director of social
welfare who wanted "a
work done from me and
even threatened to suspend
me". Showering praises on
former IPS officer and
Social Welfare Minister
Asim Arun, he said this

was the first time he got
some support from a minis-
ter to end corruption.

Rahee said he had been
offered bribes but he felt if
he reported them, his eight-
year-old son's life would be
in danger. He added that he
has insured himself so that
if he is attacked again, his
child would not suffer fi-
nancially. Rahee, whose fa-
ther owns a flour shop, did
his BTech from
Jamshedpur before joining
the state services.

"There is no dearth of
honest people. But they
break. I say the test of hon-
esty is when there is an ad-
verse situation. In the fight
between honesty and cor-
ruption, the corrupt system
is so weak that even if one
of its links breaks, it will
collapse," he said.

New Delhi, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Researchers at the Indian
Institute of Technology
(IIT), Guwahati have devel-
oped a bio-electrochemical
device called Microbial Fuel
Cell (MFC) which can gen-
erate green energy by treat-
ing waste water. According
to officials, the use of organ-
ic material such as waste
water in MFC makes it an
eco-friendly device that of-
fers a dual benefit of bio-
electricity generation and
waste management.

"Rapid population growth
has led to rising energy de-
mands and environmental
concerns, necessitating the
development of renewable
and sustainable energy pro-
duction techniques. Along
with several renewable en-
ergy sources (solar energy,
wind energy, tidal energy,
and geothermal energy,
among others), the sustain-

able energy sources also in-
clude the 'Blue Energy'
sources of energy harvest-
ing," said T G Sitharam,
Director, IIT Guwahati.
"These are those sources of
energy generation that have
no negative impact on the
environment, and energy is
generated from various
wastes, such as sewage
waste and food industries
wastes. This development
by IIT team has provided an
excellent sustainable ener-
gy source along with treat-
ing several waste waters.
After scaling the process, it
can be used as a source of
clean energy using munici-
pal waste water and other
such areas economically,"
he added. Explaining the
long-term impact of the re-
search, Mihir Kumar
Purkait, Professor at the
Department of Chemical
Engineering, IIT Guwahati,
said further implementa-

tion of this process may
provide an excellent alter-
native to several costlier re-
newable energy extraction
processes. "This study re-
veals that the prepared
Cation Exchange
Membranes (CEMs) are
cheaper and perform better
as compared to the several
reported membranes, as-
sisting in the separation of
charges and potential devel-
opment," he said. 'MFC' is a
bio-electrochemical reactor
system that utilizes elec-
trons liberated in the bio-
chemical oxidation of or-
ganic substrates catalysed
by anaerobic microbes. A
conventional MFC reactor
comprises an anaerobic bi-
otic anode chamber, an
aerobic biotic or abiotic
cathode chamber, and a
separator such as a Proton
Exchange Membrane
(PEM). The active biocata-
lyst in the anodic chamber

anaerobically oxidizes or-
ganic matter present in
waste water to produce
electrons and protons.
Protons are transported to
the cathodic chamber
through the PEM. The ex-
ternal circuit conducts the
electrons to the cathode,
completing the electrical
circuit. At the cathode,
electrons and protons
react in the presence of
oxygen (or another elec-
tron acceptor), which gets
reduced to water.

"The present research fo-
cuses on the development
of cost-effective and high-
performance CEMs for ap-
plication in MFCs. CEMs
being the heart of the ener-
gy extraction process
using MFCs need to be
highly cost-effective along
with being able to perform
magnificently in order to
make the process feasible
and scalable.

Court allows Waze’s plea
to turn approver 

Mumbai, Jun 01 (PTI): 

A special court here on
Wednesday allowed dis-
missed police officer
Sachin Waze's plea to turn
an approver in a corrup-
tion case involving for-
mer Maharashtra home
minister Anil Deshmukh.

In an application filed
before the special CBI
court, Waze claimed he
had cooperated with the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) before
and after his arrest, fol-
lowing which his confes-
sional statement was
recorded before a magis-
trate under provisions of
the Criminal Procedure
Code (CrPC).

In its reply, the CBI had
given its nod to Waze's
plea, subject to certain
conditions. Special judge
D P Shingade on
Wednesday allowed
Waze's plea. "Your appli-
cation is awarded to you,
but subject to certain con-
ditions," the judge said.

Following the court
order, Waze can now de-
pose as a prosecution wit-
ness in the case. Waze was
arrested in March last
year for his alleged role in
the case of an explosives-
laden vehicle found near
industrialist Mukesh
Ambani's residence in
south Mumbai and the
murder of Thane busi-
nessman Mansukh

Hiran.
Waze is currently in ju-

dicial custody. In March
last year, former Mumbai
police commissioner
Param Bir Singh alleged
that Anil Deshmukh, who
was then the home minis-
ter of Maharashtra, had
given a target to police of-
ficers to collect Rs 100
crore per month from
restaurants and bars in
the metropolis.

The CBI had lodged an
FIR against Deshmukh,
Waze and others follow-
ing an order of the
Bombay High Court last
April. After the HC order,
NCP leader Deshmukh
had resigned from the
state cabinet.

Shimla, Jun 01 (PTI): 

A day after Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi's Shimla visit, a
local BJP leader's wife re-
called how he had taught
her to cook the perfect
'sabu dana khichdi' when
he was in charge of the
party's Himachal Pradesh
unit in the late 90s.

Seema Sharma, wife of
local BJP leader Deepak
Sharma, told PTI that it
was during the Navratras
in 1997 when she had
cooked khichdi for Modi,
but it was not up to his ex-
pectation. He then
showed her how to cook
the dish, she recalled.

During his Shimla visit
on Tuesday, Modi asked
Chief Minister Jai Ram

Thakur about Deepak
Sharma. Thakur later
mentioned this in his ad-
dress at a rally at the
Ridge Maidan.

Thakur said Modi's
connection with ordinary
BJP workers of
Himachal Pradesh can be
gauged from the fact that
he enquired whether
Deepak Sharma still goes
to the Jakhu temple on
foot.

When contacted,
Sharma, a nominated
councillor in the Shimla
municipal corporation,
said his joy knew no
bounds when he learnt
that Modi remembered
him and enquired about
him.

He told PTI that Modi
used to frequent his

eatery, Deepak Vaishav
Bhojnalya, and residence
located at Middle Bazaar
in Shimla when he was
the state BJP in-charge
during 1997-98.

Sharma said Modi used
to observe fast during the
Navratras twice a year.
During the first
Navratras in March,
Modi used to take only
water, and during the sec-
ond one before
Dussehera, he used to
have fruits etc, he added.

Sharma recalled that
Modi expressed willing-
ness to have 'sabu dana
khichdi (sago)' during the
second Navratras in 1997,
and his wife Seema
Sharma cooked for him,
but it was not up to his ex-
pectation.

Modi was then staying
at the Peterhoff Hotel,
Seema Sharma said,
adding that he had called
up to speak to her and
taught her how to cook
the perfect 'sabu dana
khichdi'.

"Since then, whenever I
cook 'sabu dana khichdi',
I cook it the way Modi
taught me," Seema said,
expressing her gratitude
to the prime minister for
remembering her hus-
band.

Deepak Sharma said he
had been visiting the fa-
mous Jakhu temple in
Shimla daily for the last
32 years and Modi had
also accompanied him 10-
12 times during his time
as the state BJP in-
charge.

Emotions run high at 
cremation of school teacher 

Samba, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Rajni Bala, a govern-
ment school teacher who
was killed by terrorists in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Kulgam district, was cre-
mated here on Wednesday,
amid an outpouring of
grief and anger. Slogans of
"Rajni Bala Amar Rahe,
Amar Rahe" rent the air as
her husband, Raj Kumar,
lit the pyre and a sea of
mourners bid a tearful
farewell to her.

At her home in Nanke
Chak village, Bala's par-
ents and in-laws were in-
consolable. Bala, who was
posted at a government
school in Kulgam's
Gopalpora, was shot dead

by terrorists on Tuesday.
Kumar, also a govern-

ment school teacher, said
in view of the targeted
killings of Hindus in the
Valley, he and his wife had
repeatedly requested the
administration to transfer
her to a safer area.

His and his wife's trans-
fer orders came on
Monday night. Tuesday
was supposed to be Bala's
last day at the school in
Gopalpora, he said. "I had
given an application to the
chief education officer of
Kulgam. We told him that
the school is not safe for
my wife but he did not do
anything," Kumar alleged.

As nothing happened
despite having submitted
multiple applications to
the CEO, he said, he and
his wife met the director of
school education in

Srinagar on Monday.
"We requested him to

post us in the same school
and gave him its name.
Both of us were trans-
ferred to that school on
Monday night," Kumar
said. "Had the administra-
tion transferred her to a
safer place earlier, she
might have been alive
today. Just a day after her
transfer order came, she
was killed by terrorists,"
he told reporters.

He said his wife was
shot dead minutes after he
dropped her off at her
school. "I dropped her off
at her school and went
back to my school. Later, I
was informed that my wife
was shot at and she died
on the spot," he said.
Kumar said Hindus are
soft targets in Kashmir
and the administration

should relocate all of them
to safer places.

Those who joined Bala's
final journey also demand-
ed protection for Hindu
employees serving in the
Muslim-majority Kashmir
Valley. Villagers demand-
ed that a school in Nanke
Chak be named after Bala.

"We demand that the
school in the village be
named after Rajni Bala
and the transfer policy be
reviewed to transfer
Hindus out of Kashmir.
Kashmir is not a safe place
for Hindu employees," said
a villager Narinder
Kumar.

Jammu and Kashmir
BJP chief Ravinder Raina,
who also attended Bala's
last rites, said her death
would be avenged by en-
suring the burial of
her killers.

p Shot dead by 
terrorists in J-K
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Mortal remains of Bollywood playback singer Krishnakumar Kunnath, popularly known as KK, being taken to airport
from Rabindra Sadan in Kolkata, Wednesday. 

TRIBUTE TO KK 

People take part in a programme organised on the anniversary of merger of Princely States, at Shaheed Gate in
Bhopal, Wednesday.

ANNIV OF PRINCELY STATE MERGER

Shimla woman recalls how Modi taught
her to make ‘sabu dana khichdi’

In corruption case against Anil Deshmukh

IIT Guwahati develop tech to generate
green energy from waste water

Bihar’s ‘Langara aam’ and ‘Shahi
Litchi’ to get new overseas markets

Patna, Jun 01 (PTI): 

Bihar's juicy and aromat-
ic 'Langara aam' and
Geographical Indication
(GI) tagged Shahi Litchi'
from Muzaffarpur will soon
get new overseas markets
Mauritius, New Zealand,
Bahrain and Qatar, an offi-
cial said. The Agricultural
and Processed Food
Products Export
Development Authority
(APEDA) recently organ-
ized a virtual meeting of in-
ternational fruit exporters
and importers with the
Bihar-based Farmer
Producer Organizations
(FPOs) for the promotion of
Bihar's 'Langara aam' and
'Shahi Litchi' in overseas
markets of Mauritius, New

Zealand, Bahrain, Qatar,
the UK and the UAE. "The
APEDA in association with
the Bihar Fruit & Vegetable
Development Corporation
(BFVDC) will soon send
sample shipments along
with considerable quantity
of Langara aam and Shahi
Litchi to Mauritius, New
Zealand, Bahrain and
Qatar. Modalities of send-
ing sample shipments are
being finalized. These coun-
tries are the new addition
this year. "Last year, the
APEDA had sent sample
shipments of GI-tagged
Zardalu Mangoes of
Bhagalpur and Shahi Litchi
to several European and
Gulf countries , C B Singh,
Regional In-charge (UP,
Bihar, Uttarakhand) of

APEDA told PTI. Just like
Alfonso mangoes from
Maharashtra, Kesar from
Gujarat, Banaganapalli
from Andhra Pradesh and
Uttar Pradesh Banarasi
Langra are sold in the inter-
national market, the
APEDA wants to promote
Bihar's Langara aam and
Shahi Litchi in overseas
markets of Mauritius, New
Zealand, Bahrain and
Qatar. The process to send
the first lot of sample ship-
ments of Shahi Lithci to
Bahrain and Qatar has al-
ready started. This is for
the first time Bihar's litchis
are being sent to Bahrain
and Qatar, Singh said,
adding sample shipments of
Langara aam will also be
sent very soon.

IIMC Jammu 
students visit LoC 

To learn about life 
of soldiers on border

Jammu, Jun 01 (PTI): The
Indian Institute of Mass
Communications (IIMC)
students visited forward
areas along the Line of
Control here to gain first-
hand knowledge of the basic
dynamics, demography,
newly introduced weapon
system and life of soldiers
deployed on the border. The
journalism students of
IIMC's northern regional
centre at Jammu visited the
Line of Control (LoC) in
Pallanwal-Akhnoor sector
on Tuesday, a defence
spokesman said here. "This
familiarisation tour was co-
ordinated by the Public
Relations Office, Ministry of
Defence, Jammu and organ-
ised by Crossed Swords
Division of White Knight
Corps," he said.


