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Nabbed
IIttaannaaggaarr:: Two hardcore
ULFA(I) militants were
nabbed in Arunachal
Pradesh's Tirap district on
Tuesday soon after they
entered India from
Myanmar, police said.
Self-styled corporals Surjit
Gogoi and Shyamol
Baruah, who hailed from
Assam's Tinsukia district,
were arrested near Noglo
village along the Myanmar
border, they said.

Uprooted 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Over 200 trees
were uprooted in MCD
areas during Monday's
fierce thunderstorm and
750 workers were deployed
to remove debris from
roads that were blocked
after trees were uprooted,
civic officials said on
Tuesday. According to data
provided by the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi,
around 215 trees were
uprooted across the city,
excluding the Lutyens' Delhi
area, due to the thunder-
storm on Monday evening.

Suicide
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: Four mem-
bers of a family allegedly
died by suicide as they
were apparently reeling
under a huge debt, police
said on Tuesday. The four
- a couple and two
daughters - ended their
lives by jumping into a
lake near here, the police
said. A police official said
the man quarrelled with
his wife on Monday over
a financial matter. Later,
he, along with the three,
left their house and
ended their lives, he said.

Detained 
BBeennggaalluurruu:: In a special
drive, 32 overstaying for-
eign nationals, including
13 women were detained
here by the city police.
Most of them are from
Africa, the police said.
Police raided several
places to find overstaying
foreigners and nationals
without valid documents.
Most of them are from
African countries.
Identity and addresses of
many of them could not
be verified. They are
being questioned and
necessary legal action is
being taken, a police
statement read.

Arrested
MMuummbbaaii:: A 35-year-old
policeman here has been
arrested for allegedly
accepting a bribe of Rs
70,000 from a man for not
registering an FIR against
him, police said on
Tuesday. A team from the
Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) on Monday caught
assistant police inspector
Swapnil Babanrao
Masalkar of Khar police
station while accepting
the bribe amount from
the complainant, an offi-
cial said.
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A worker installs the temple flag
atop the Lord Shiva temple, in

Somnath, Tuesday.
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Shimla, May 31 (PTI): 

Corruption was viewed
as an essential part of gov-
ernment before 2014,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Tuesday and
asserted that India saw a
sea change in the last eight
years due to the BJP-led
dispensation's zero-toler-
ance towards graft.

At a rally in Shimla's
Ridge Maidan to mark the
eighth anniversary of be-
coming prime minister,
Modi said, "Now our bor-
ders are more secure than
they were before 2014."

He said after coming to
power, his government
pruned nine crore fake
names from the list of ben-
eficiaries of various
schemes. "Be it Pradhan

Mantri Awas Yojana or
scholarship or any other
scheme, we have eradicat-

ed the scope of corruption
through direct transfer of
benefits. "We have trans-
ferred over Rs 22 lakh
crore to the bank accounts
of beneficiaries of various
schemes through direct
benefit transfer," the
prime minister said.

He claimed that poverty
was on the decline in the
country and even the in-
ternational agencies were
admitting it. Modi said
that before 2014, there was
news about various scams
but now his government's
development schemes and
zero-tolerance against cor-
ruption are discussed.

Before 2014, corruption
was viewed as an essential
part of government, he al-
leged. About his govern-
ment's measures to com-

bat the Covid pandemic,
the prime minister said
nearly 200 crore vaccine
doses have been adminis-
tered in India so far.

India exported Covid
vaccines to various coun-
tries and Himachal
Pradesh's Baddi industrial
unit played a vital role in
manufacturing those jabs,
he told the rally.

"Now India extends a
hand of friendship not
under compulsion but to
help others as was done by
providing Covid vaccines
to several countries," the
prime minister added.

Referring to the under-
construction AIIMS in
Bilaspur, he said, "We plan
to build a medical college
in every district of the
country."

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

Asserting that a high
ranking officer cannot be de-
nied his rights under the
Constitution, the Supreme
Court on Tuesday rejected
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment's appeal challenging
the bail granted to suspend-
ed Chhattisgarh Police
Academy director Gurjinder
Pal Singh in a corruption
case.

A vacation bench of
Justices B R Gavai and Hima
Kohli dismissed the state
government's appeal against
the Chhattisgarh High
Court, saying the applica-
tion is nothing but a totally
unwarranted exercise on be-
half of the state.

"While considering an ap-
plication for bail, the status
of applicant is not to be con-
sidered. As an ordinary citi-
zen, he is entitled to his
rights under the
Constitution, equally a high
ranking officer cannot be de-
nied right under the

Constitution. "In a case of
disproportionate assets,
most evidence is documen-
tary evidence and there is no
question of tampering with
such evidence. In any case,
the high court has imposed
stringent conditions in the
interest of prosecution. The
petition is without merits
and is dismissed," the bench
said. The state government
was represented by senior
advocate Mukul Rohatgi and
lawyer Sumeer Sodhi.

Rohatgi submitted that
Singh is a high ranking po-
lice officer of the rank of ad-
ditional director general of
police and has been in-
dulging in tampering of evi-
dence and influencing wit-
nesses; this has been ignored
by the high court.

The high court had grant-
ed bail to Singh on May 12,
2022. Singh, a 1994-batch IPS
officer who had served as IG
of Raipur, Durg, and
Bilaspur during the BJP
rule, has been facing probe
in three criminal cases.

Ambikapur, May 31: 

A 52-year-old woman
was trampled to death by a
wild elephant in a forest in
Surajpur district, an offi-
cial said on Tuesday.

The jumbo attacked the
woman, identified as
Indarmania, on Monday
evening near Karanjwar
Sarhari village under
Pratappur forest circle
where she had gone along
with two other women to
collect wood, sub-division-
al officer (forest) of
Pratappur Ashutosh
Bhagat said.

While the two other
women managed to es-
cape, the elephant caught
hold of Indarmania and
trampled her to death, he
said. After being alerted,
forest personnel rushed to

the spot and shifted the
body to a hospital for post-
mortem, the official said.

The victim's maternal
home is in Sarhari where
she had come for a visit, he

said.
An immediate aid of Rs

25,000 has been provided to
the kin of the deceased,
the official said, adding
that the remaining com-
pensation of Rs 5.75 lakh
will be given after the com-
pletion of necessary for-
malities.

Human-elephant con-
flicts in northern part of
Chhattisgarh have been a
major cause of concern
for the past one decade,
with the menace spread-
ing its footprint further in
some districts of the cen-
tral region over the last
few years.

The state's Surguja,
Raigarh, Korba, Surajpur,
Mahasamund, Dhamtari
and Gariaband districts
have been mainly facing
the menace.

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

The Centre has cleared the
entire GST compensation
payable till date by releasing
Rs 86,912 crore to states, the
finance ministry said on
Tuesday.
Of this, Rs 25,000 crore is
released from the GST com-
pensation fund and the bal-
ance Rs 61,912 crore is being
released by the Centre from
its own resources pending col-
lection of cess. Of the total
compensation released, Rs
17,973 crore is towards April
and May dues, Rs 21,322 crore
towards February-March dues
and Rs 47,617 crore is the bal-

ance of compensation payable
up to January 2022. "The gov-
ernment of India has released
the entire amount of GST com-
pensation payable to states up
to May 31, 2022 by releasing
an amount of Rs 86,912 crore.
This decision was taken to
assist the states in managing
their resources and ensuring
that their programmes espe-
cially the expenditure on cap-
ital is carried out successfully
during the financial year,"
the ministry said in a state-
ment. Goods and Services Tax
(GST) was introduced in the
country with effect from July
1, 2017 and states were
assured of compensation for
the loss of any revenue aris-
ing on account of implemen-
tation of GST for a period of
five years.

Raipur, May 31: 

Congress leaders
Rajeev Shukla and Ranjeet
Ranjan on Tuesday filed
their nomination papers
for the upcoming Rajya
Sabha elections from
Chhattisgarh.

The two leaders were ac-
companied by
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Congress's state in-charge
P L Punia and some state
ministers when they filed
their nominations for the
June 10 biennial polls.

Journalist-turned-politi-
cian Rajeev Shukla (63),
who hails from Uttar
Pradesh, has served as the
Rajya Sabha member
thrice in the past. Ranjeet
Ranjan is a former Lok
Sabha member from
Bihar. The opposition BJP
in Chhattisgarh has ac-
cused the ruling Congress
of betraying and insulting
people of the state by nom-

inating candidates from
outside for the Rajya
Sabha polls.

Asked about BJP's
claim, Chief Minister
Baghel, while talking to re-
porters in the Assembly
premises, said, It (BJP)
has also fielded leaders
from outside their home
states. I don't want to give
old examples. The
Congress is a national
party and has been send-
ing its leaders to the Rajya

Sabha from different
states. It is not happening
for the first time."

"It is true that people
were expecting that some-
one from Chhattisgarh
will be nominated, but if it
did not happen this time,
we will do it next time, he
added.

The Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (J), which
has three MLAs in the 90-
member assembly, on
Tuesday announced that

former MLA Dr Haridas
Bharadwaj will be its can-
didate for the Rajya Sabha
elections.

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

Delhi's health minister
Satyendar Jain was on
Tuesday sent to
Enforcement Directorate's
custody till June 9 in a
money laundering case by
a court here which noted
that his interrogation was
required to unearth the al-
leged larger conspiracy.

The ED had on Monday
arrested the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader under
the criminal sections of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

Special Judge Geetanjli
Goel issued the remand

order after Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the ED, sought
Jain's custodial interroga-
tion for 14 days.

He said there was a che-
quered layer of money and
the agency was trying to

find out if the accused was
laundering somebody
else's money and whether
there were other potential
beneficiaries.

Gandhinagar, May 31 (PTI):

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday virtually interacted
with a beneficiary of the
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana
hailing from Mehsana in
Gujarat and appreciated him
for choosing to be a "job cre-
ator" instead of becoming a
"job seeker".
The beneficiary, Arvind Patel,
told the prime minister that he
had availed a loan of Rs 7.20
lakh to expand his business of
setting up decorative pavilions
for marriages and other
events in and around Mehsana
in north Gujarat.
"Earlier, my business was lim-
ited and only eight people

used to work for me. Then, I
took the loan under the PM
MUDRA Yojana to expand my
business and purchase more
decorative items. Now, I have
hired 12 persons for my busi-
ness," Patel told the prime
minister during the virtual
interaction.
Modi, who was in Shimla to
address the Garib Kalyan
Sammelan marking the 8th
anniversary of the BJP-led
Central government, interact-
ed via video link with benefici-
aries of different government
schemes across the country.
"You have inspired many oth-
ers by taking a loan for
expanding your business. You
have become a job creator
instead of a job seeker," Modi
told Patel.
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana
was launched by the PM in
2015 for providing loans up to
Rs 10 lakh to small and micro
enterprises.

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

Amid increasing cases of
monkeypox being reported in
non-endemic countries, the
government on Tuesday
issued guidelines directing
district surveillance units to
consider even one such case
as an outbreak and initiating
a detailed investigation
through the Integrated
Disease Surveillance
Programme.
In the 'Guidelines on
Management of Monkeypox
Disease' issued to states and
union territories, the health
ministry stressed on surveil-
lance and rapid identification
of new cases as the key pub-
lic health measures for out-
break containment, mandat-
ing the need to reduce the
risk of human-to-human
transmission.
It stated that India needs to
be prepared in view of the
increasing reports of cases in
non-endemic countries even
as no case of monkeypox
virus has been reported in
the country till date.

New Delhi, May 31(PTI): 

India and China on
Tuesday agreed to hold the
next round of the Senior
Commanders meeting at
an early date to achieve
complete disengagement
from all friction points in
eastern Ladakh to create
conditions for the restora-
tion of normalcy in bilat-
eral ties.

The two sides reviewed
the situation in eastern
Ladakh at a meeting held
under the framework of
the Working Mechanism
for Consultation and
Coordination on India-
China border affairs.

"The two sides ex-
changed views on the cur-
rent situation along the
LAC in the Western Sector
in Eastern Ladakh," the
external affairs ministry
said in a statement.

11TH INSTALMENT OF KISAN SAMMAN NIDHI RELEASED

‘Before 2014, corruption was
an essential part of govt’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at
a public rally, in Shimla, Tuesday.

Govt guidelines
on monkeypox

Woman killed in tusker attack 

The jumbo attacked the
woman, identified as
Indarmania, on Monday
evening near Karanjwar
Sarhari village under
Pratappur forest circle
where she had gone along
with two other women to
collect wood. While the two
other women managed to
escape, the elephant caught
hold of Indarmania and
trampled her to death.The
victim's maternal home is in
Sarhari where she had come
for a visit.

About the inicdent

SC rejects Chh’garh’s
appeal challenging 

G P Singh’s bail

Centre clears entire GST
compensation dues till date
̈ Releases Rs 86,912 cr

to states

THUNDERSTORM AFTERMATH

Workers remove a tree uprooted in Mondays thunderstorm, near Patiala House Courts in New Delhi, Tuesday.

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Court sends Satyendar Jain
to ED custody till June 9

A Delhi court on Tuesday
summoned Congress leader
D K Shivakumar and others
in a money laundering case
lodged against him in 2018
after taking cognisance of
the charge sheet.
Special Judge Vikas Dhull
directed Shivakumar to
appear on July 1.

Court summons
Shivakumar 

Eastern Ladakh row

India, China agree
to hold next round

of military talks R
S
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Rajeev Shukla, Ranjeet Ranjan file nominations

The Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (J), which has
three MLAs in the 90-member
assembly, on Tuesday
announced that former MLA
Dr Haridas Bharadwaj will be
its candidate for the Rajya
Sabha elections. Bhardwaj,
accompanied by JCC(J) MLAs,
also filed his nomination on
Tuesday afternoon. JCC (J)
chief Amit Jogi said, We are
not contesting the Rajya
Sabha election for victory or
defeat, rather we are doing it
for the pride and honour of
the people of Chhattisgarh. If
the two candidates from out-
side get elected unopposed
from Chhattisgarh, then it will
be our moral defeat. It will be
the defeat of three crore peo-
ple of the state."

JCC(J) fields Haridas
Bharadwaj

PM lauds MUDRA
Yojna beneficiary
̈ For choosing to be

a ‘job creator’
instead of 
‘job-seeker’
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Bhilai, May 31: 

On Tuesday, a delega-
tion of Japan
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Cooperation Agency
(JICA) visited the village
Sandi of Dhamdha Block.
They oversaw the activi-
ties at Gauthan including
vermicompost produc-
tion, hatchery, brooding
house of chicks, poultry
farm and community
bari. The team interacted
with the women of the
self-help group engaged in
all these works. They
tried to explore the con-
cept of Gauthan and ap-
preciated this initiative.
“For the first time we saw

a concept which strength-
ens the rural economy”,
they opined. They were
delighted to witness the
activities and appreciated
the concept when they
came to know about the

earnings generated by the
Self Help Group.

Later the team visited
the farms of Mayank
Chauhan in village
Girhola. They were very
impressed with the culti-

vation of plug type veg-
etable seedlings and drag-
on fruit. The team mem-
bers stated that they have
seen such a big and high
tech farming for the first
time. The team members
included Koide Sota
(Deputy Director, JICA),
H Shashaki (Country
Officer), and Kaori
Fruyama (Representative,
JICA India). Anurag
Sinha (Principal
Development Specialist)
and Additional Director
(Horticulture) Bhupendra
Pandey, Deputy Director
Suresh Thakur,
Veterinary Officer CP
Mishra and other field of-
ficers were present.

Japanese delegation visits village
Sandi, appreciate concept of Gauthan

Bhilai, May 31: 

The 49th General Body
Meeting of BSP Ex-
Officers’ Association was
held on Tuesday at
Pragati Bhavan (OA
Building), presided over
by Saroj Ranjan Das,
President of BSP Ex-OA.
Narendra Banchhor,
President BSP OA &
Chairman SEFI;
Parvinder Singh, General
Secretary, BSP OA attend-
ed and addressed the
meeting.

Ex-OA President SR
Das gave feedback on re-
cent developments on im-
portant issues such as the
meeting held with
Hospital management in
a cordial atmosphere in
the office of CMO Dr P
Binayake in which most
of the health care issues
relating to BSP Hospitals
were discussed. Das also
gave feedback on latest
status of Pension,
Gratuity, EPS 95 Pension,
11 months’ perks arrears,
SAIL Mediclaim Scheme
2022-23, visit of Ex-OA
team to Arogyam
Hospital, Bhilai etc. He
thanked the Officers’
Association of Bhilai
Steel Plant for their con-

tinued support to resolve
the difficulties of retired
BSP officers. Das also ex-
pressed gratitude to BSP
Hospital management for
resolving a few issues.

Dr NR Daruka, the
renowned Urologist &
Kidney Transplant sur-
geon of this region and of
Arogyam Hospital, was
the chief guest who spoke
in detail about common
urology & nephrology

problems of humans. He
also shared details of var-
ious features & facilities
available in the Arogyam
Hospital with special
mention of its high stan-
dards in Urology &
Nephrology treatment.
He answered a lot of
queries raised by the
members.

Anubhav Jain repre-
sented Shree Narayana
Hospital, Raipur and

spoke about the different
specialities of the hospi-
tal and its prime place in
Orthopaedic treatment in
Chhattisgarh state.

In-charge officer of the
Bhilai unit of TPA, MD
India Mohammad
Hussain clarified the
common doubts of mem-
bers with respect to the
SAIL Mediclaim Scheme
and also OPD reimburse-
ment facilities. Ex-OA
members highly appreci-
ated the help & positive
approach of M/S MD
India & Mohammad
Hussain.

OA President & SEFI
Chairman Banchhor
spoke in detail about the
various important issues
such as Mediclaim 2022-
23, Gratuity, Pay Revision
arrears, 11 months’ perks
arrears etc. Parvinder
Singh also spoke on im-
portant issues.

Ex-OA General
Secretary Dilip Verma
conducted the proceed-
ings & Vice President
Ram Babu Gupta pro-
posed vote of thanks.
Present in the meeting
were JB Patil Secretary-1,
RS Shrivastava Secretary-
II and many senior re-
tired officers.

49th GBM of BSP Ex-Officers Association held

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  3311::

Police have arrested an
absconding accused of attempt
to murder from Dhamtari. The
accused had stabbed a person
near Village Asoga in Ranitarai
Police Station area. SDOP
(Patan) Devansh Singh Rathore
informed that the accused
Santosh Dewangan had
attacked one Chetan Sahu with
a knife and had escaped after
inflicting injuries to him. On
information, Dial 112 ERV of
Ranitarai Police Station
reached the spot and the
injured was admitted to the
hospital.  In view of the seri-
ousness of the incident,

detailed information about the
incident was given to
Superintendent of Police Dr
Abhishek Pallava (IPS) and
Additional Superintendent of
Police (Rural) Anant Sahu.
Under their directions, a team
was formed to trace the
accused and put him behind
the bars. With the help of
Cyber Cell, mobile phone loca-
tion was traced. On the basis of
the vehicle number and other
inputs, the accused was round-
ed up in Dhamtari. 

During interrogation, the
accused revealed that he often
quarrelled with his neighbours
and Chetan Sahu always inter-
fered and tried to defend the

neighbours. Few days ago,
Santosh Dewangan’s car was
set on fire and he suspected
that Chetan Sahu was behind
this incident. Santosh gradual-
ly developed a feeling of enmi-
ty for Chetan. To take revenge,
he followed Chetan Sahu on
the day of the incident and
near Asoga turning, he found
Chetan talking to some person.
Santosh reached there and
stabbed Chetan with a knife.
When he fell down, the
accused Santosh took the bike
of the other person and
escaped from the spot.
Charges have been framed
against the accused under sec-
tion 294, 307 of IPC. The
accused Santosh Devangan
alias Sunny (35) son of Girdhari
Ram Devangan a resident of
village Ranitarai was produced
before the court and has been
sent to jail on judicial remand. 

Inspector Manoj Prajapati
(SHO, Ranitarai), Assistant
Sub-Inspector Nakul Prasad
Thakur, ASI Ramon Sahu, Head
Constable Lokesh Lahiri,
Constable Talendra
Chandrakar, Dhananjay Sinha,
Lakshmi Narayan and Dekesh
Banchore played a vital role in
arresting the accused.

Police arrests absconding
accused of attempt to murder Bhilai, May 31: 

The C-Mart of Bhilai
will have a better range of
products for sale.
Emphasis would be on
the quality products. On
Tuesday, top officials of
the administration gave
tips for better arrange-
ments at C-Mart to the
concerned officials of
National Urban
Livelihood Mission dur-
ing a meeting held at
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation headquar-
ters. District Forest
Division Officer Shashi
Kumar, District
Panchayat CEO Ashwani
Devangan and
Commissioner Prakash
Surve gave tips to the
Mission Manager and
Assistant Project Officer
of National Urban
Livelihood Mission and
the women associated
with this project. The
District Forest Officer
gave information about
minor forest produce.
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwani Devangan said
that the products being
prepared by the women of
self-help groups should be
monitored through Area

Level Federation. He
added that better quality
products should be kept
at C-Mart for sale. The
products of the self-help
group will be sold
through C-Mart. Women
of self-help groups are al-
ready preparing house-
hold items. While main-
taining the quality of
these products, its brand-
ing is also necessary.
Arrangements, display
and range of products
would be at par with the
big malls. It needs to be
mentioned here that on
the instructions of Mayor
Neeraj Pal, a grand C-
Mart is being established
in Power House. Self-help
group women will be able
to sell their products

through C-Mart and they
will get a better platform
for employment opportu-
nities. For better quality
and quantity of materials
in C-Mart, the women of
Self Help Groups and
Area Level Federation
working in it will be se-
lected by the officials of
National Urban
Livelihoods Mission.
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi, Zone
Commissioner Amitabh
Sharma, Forest
Department Officer
Ashish Harmukh,
Executive Engineer
Sanjay Bangde, NULM
Assistant Project Officer
Phanindra Bose and
Mission Manager were
present in the meeting.

C Mart to have better range of products 

Bhilai, May 31: With the arrest
of two absconding accused,
Durg City Kotwali executed two
permanent warrants which
were pending for the last 16
years. Under the directions of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava, ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and CSP
(Durg) Abhishek Jha, the teams
of various police stations are
making efforts to execute the
pending warrants.  Police
teams are searching the
accused at all possible where-
abouts and the network of
informers has been activated to
collect information about the
accused.  In this sequel, Durg
City Kotwali received a tip off
regarding two accused Uttam
Kumar (38) son of Prabhuram
Sahu and Rohit Kumar (34) son
of Prabhuram Sahu, both resi-
dents of Panchsheel Nagar,
Durg. They were wanted in a
case of Sections 294, 506B, 324,

34 of IPC which was pending at
JMFC Court in Durg. Acting on
the tip off, Police arrested the
accused from Kotni area of
Durg. The permanent warrant
was pending against them
since 2006.  Police arrested the
accused and produced them
before the court. Inspector SN
Singh, ASI Kunwar Singh
Yadav, Constable Lalit Sahu
and Ravindra Singh played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

Permanent warrant
executed after 16 years

Blast Furnaces create New Record
of Coal Dust Injection

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  3300:: The Blast Furnace Team of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
has achieved the best coal dust injection (CDI) rate on May 29,
2022. With lowest ever daily coal dust consumption of 2135 T on
May 29, 2022, Blast Furnaces achieved best ever daily CDI rate of
133 kg per tonne of hot metal produced. The previous best record
was set on February 06, 2022 with coal dust injection of 2095
Tonne and CDI rate of 123 kg/THM.

Bhilai, May 31:

SAIL-BSP has lived
upto its standards of is
creative endeavours
through innovations
apart from production
and productivity. SAIL-
BSP’S teams have raised
the brand image of Bhilai
by their innovative
patents at the national
and international level.

KK Singh, ED (P & A)
was the Chief Guest in
the function for felicitat-
ing employees who se-
cured patents recently.
Anish Sengupta, CGM
(URM), SK Kar, CGM
(Quality), Sanjay Dhar,
CGM (HRD & BE), Subrat
Prahraj, GM I/c and
other Senior officers were
present on the occasion.

KK Singh, ED (P & A)
presented a Certificate
and cash prize to GP
Singh, Acting CGM
(Safety & FS), Sumeet
Kumawat, DGM (CO
CCD) and Rajesh Kumar

Sharma, M/OCT for se-
curing patents.

GP Singh, Acting CGM
(Safety & FS) has been
awarded a patent for in-
novation under Patent
number  379051. Singh
has been awarded the
patent for control and
management of Burner
operation in Sinter Plant
and creating a new sys-
tem. He has earlier been
awarded 4 Vishwakarma
awards. He has also par-
ticipated in 3
International QC
Conventions.

Sumeet Kumawat,
DGM (CO CCD) and
Rajesh Kumar Sharma,
M/OCT have been award-
ed patents for developing
nozzle for Ammonia
liquor spray in recovery
type Coke Oven battery
under Patent no 382163.

SAIL-BSP is known for
its innovative jobs. Its
patents and copyrights
are a testimony to this.
The patent process at BSP

by its employees started
in the year 2003. More
than 30 patents have been
secured by BSP so far.
Apart from this, more
than 35 copyrights for cre-
ative systems or works
have been secured by BSP.
RDCIS, Research and
Development Centre for
Iron and Steel, a unit of
SAIL is the Nodal agency
for securing patents/
copyrights at SAIL.

Other schemes to pro-
mote creative endeavours
at BSP include the
Suggestion scheme
through which Apex
awards are given for supe-
rior suggestions and
other suggestors are
given token gifts, cash
prizes and certificates.
Facilitators for innova-
tive jobs who secure
patents/ copyrights are
given certificates and a
cash prize of Rs 10,000
while other team mem-
bers are given certificates
and cash prize of Rs 7000.

BSP employees feted for securing Patents

Bhilai, May 31: 

International No
Tobacco Day was cele-
brated by the Department
of Public Health
Dentistry of RCDSR. This
event is organized every
year on May 31 on the call
of the World Health
Organization. Various
events were organized in
RCDSR on this occasion,
which mainly included
poster making, social
media reels and debate
competition.

A one-day workshop
was also organized to pro-
vide training to dental
surgeons on Tobacco
Prohibition Day. Dr Raj
Diwan of Government
Dental College had partic-
ipated as a master trainer
in the workshop. Dr Raj
Diwan is a nationally
renowned speaker who
keeps on organizing such
awareness programs, es-

pecially for the prohibi-
tion of tobacco. In his
speech, he explained how
tobacco is addictive and
how a dental surgeon can
help a person suffering
from this addiction.

The program was inau-
gurated by Sanjay
Rungta, Chairman, SRGI
and in his remarks he
told how consuming to-
bacco affects not only an
individual but his entire
family. He also informed
that the entire SRGI cam-
pus is a tobacco free cam-
pus. Dr Karthik Krishna,
Dean of RCDSR, while
highlighting the ill-effects
of tobacco told how tobac-
co use is taking a formi-
dable form in India and is
causing 8 lakh deaths
every year in the present
times.

Organizing in-charge
Dr Ram Tiwari gave a
vote of thanks at the con-
clusion of the program.

No Tobacco Day celebrated
at Rungta Dental College

By GV Rajshekher Rao

The Author is presently
Principal in TATA DAV
Public School, Sonadih,
Baloda-Bazar / Fulbright
Scholar (USA)

Having watched closely
and gazing the Horrible
scenes of war and disaster
in Ukraine for nearly
three months, as of now It
has flashed to my realiza-
tion that, offering 40
Billion dollars economic
aid to Ukraine by Biden
Government of US sign-
ing treaty during his west
asia visit appears as a
‘BAIT’ but not at all an
‘AID’ since it reflects first
destroy the things almost
to extinction by war as dis-
aster and then offer bait as
an economic package to

revive not the Humanity
but only the dead coffins.
This is what I understood
when US president Joe
Biden proclaimed to ex-
tend economic help to
Ukrine, having Passed by
the US senate for military,
economic and
Humanitarian assistance.

I wonder what and
where Humanity does
stand in the present sce-
nario, when money and

physical needs stand tall
above the basics of
Humanity. This vogue of
materialistic power and
lust to grab power is not
only dangerous but strong
alarming Bell for our fu-
ture generations and may
also be treated as a politi-
cal measure by so called
politicians of Global Dias
to conquer the world by of-
fering such series of
‘BAITS’ to trap innocent
poor people and countries
to make them bow down
on the feet of powerful and
mighty nations if not, in
the sense of Humanity but
at least tall and stout on
cheating and betrayal.

**(The Notions and
ideas in this article ex-
pressed are author’s
own original thoughts.)  

40 Billion dollars is not 
an Aid rather Bait for Ukraine

Bhilai, May 31: Forest
Department is making
sustained efforts to curb
the illegal cutting, trade
and transport of trees. The
department is maintain-
ing vigil in the suspected
areas and people. In this
sequel, the forest depart-
ment had a big success in
Kumhari Square and
Dhamdha on Sunday.
Under the guidance of
DFO Shashi Kumar, 4
trucks have been seized
while transporting illegal

wood. These trucks were
intercepted by the pa-
trolling team of the Forest

Department. Kahua
(Terminalia Arjuna)
mixed wood has been
found in the seized vehi-
cles. Action is being taken
under the Chhattisgarh
Transport (Forest
Produce) Rules. The Forest
Department is committed
to curb illegal cutting and
transportation of trees.
The team of the Forest
Department completely
followed the rules in a dis-
ciplined manner during
this action.

Forest Department seizes 
four trucks transporting illegal wood
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AIMING THE TARGET

Archers are aiming at the bull in their target at the ongoing competition here on Tuesday.

Raipur, May 31: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reverting to charges by
BJP of fielding outsiders
from two RS seats in state
said that today itself as the
7th candidate in Uttar
Pradesh (UP), the govern-
ment there has given
chance to a candidate from
Telangana or AP and here
they have an altogether a
different attitude. It was in
the presence of CM
Bhupesh Baghel that the
two Congress candidates
viz. Rajeev Shukla and
Ranjit Ranjan filed their
nomination for two Rajya
Sabha seats in State
Assembly here on
Tuesday.

Speaking to media per-
sons after the nomination,
CM Bhupesh Baghel said
that there are different
equation at different
places. From UP, BJP has
nominated a person from

Andhra or Telangana.
Both these places there is
different attitude. CM said
he does not cite old exam-
ples and questioned as to
from where the Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has been sent
to RS from and asked
whether she is from MP?
In the Rajya Sabha, every
party sends candidate
from different states.
Baghel said Congress is a
national party and it is not
the first example. CM said
it is true that people were
having high expectations
that some candidate from
Chhattisgarh could be the
one of the candidates, but if
not this time, then next

time they can get a chance.
Both the Congress candi-

dates viz. Rajeev Shukla
and Ranjit Ranjan filed
their nominations before
Vidhan Sabha Secretary
and then they met the
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant in his cabin.
Mahant welcomed them
with a flower bouquet.

During this PCC State in-
Charge PL Punia, Minsiter
Ravindra Choubey,
Mohammed Akbar, PCC
Chief Mohan Markam,
Phulo Devi Netam, Dr Shiv
Daharia, Amarjeet Bhagat,
Kawasi Lakhma,
Satyanarayan Sharma, ad-
visor to CM Rajesh Tiwari,
Manoj Mandavi and party
MLAs in large number
were present.

Prior to this a meeting of
party MLAs was held at
CM’s official residence and
in this a formal introduc-
tion of both the RS candi-
dates was given. After meet-
ing at CM’s house, all the
party MLAs and Ministers
left for Vidhan Sabha for
filing of nomination.

BJP adopting different attitude
in UP and Ch’garh: CM

p Party sends RS can-
didates from differ-
ent states

Couple commits
suicide, found

hanging in room
Last night in Tarun

Nagar

Raipur, May 31: Body
a couple was found
hanging from cieling of
the fan in the room late
on Monday night in
Tarun Nagar. This inci-
dent is of Civil Lines
Thana area. The couple
has been identified as
Jogesh Baghel and
Neera Nayak.

The Civil Lines police
informed that the girl is
resident of Karim
Nagar in Gudhiyari
and the boy is from
Rajendra Nagar. Both
were staying on rent in
the residence of Shekh
Mujiburharman in
Tarun Nagar for last
one month.

Last night when the
house owner found the
two hanging from the
fan’s cieling of their
room. He immediately
informed it to the po-
lice. The Police came to
the site and sent the
body of two for post-
mortem. The police is
investigating into the
case.

Raipur, May 31: The state
government has issued
fresh posting orders to six
IAS officers and in this
IAS Avinash Mishra and
Mayank Chaturvedi have
been given new posting.
Avinash Mishra has been
appointed as the CEO
District Panchayat
Raigarh and Mayank
Chaturvedi as the
Municipal Commissioner
of Raipur Municipal
Corporation and MD
Smart City.

Secretary Energy de-
partment and additional
charge of CG State Power
Company Ankit Anand

(IAS-2006 batch) has been
given an additional charge
of Secretary CM
Secretariat. Similarly
Namrata Gandhi (IAS-2013
batch)  working as
Collector Gariyaband has
been posted as Joint
Secretary in the State
Secretariat till further or-
ders.

Prabhat Malik (IAS-2015
batch) working as
Commissioner RMC
Raipur has been appointed
as Collector Gariyaband
till further orders. Ravi
Mittal (IAS-2016 batch)
working as CEO District
Panchayat Raigarh has
been appointed as CEO
District Panchayat Raipur.
Similarly Mayank
Chaturvedi (IAS-2017
batch) working as CEO
District Panchayat Raipur
has been appointed as
Municipal Commissioner
RMC and with an addi-

tional charge of MD of
Smart City. Avinash
Mishra (IAS-2018) batch-
working as SDM
Dantewada District South
Bastar has been appointed
as CEO District Panchayat
Raigarh till further orders.

Two IPS given fresh
posting

Similarly in another
order for Police
Department, the state gov-
ernment has issued fresh
posting to two IPS officers.
As per orders by the Under
Secretary Home
Department Manoj Kumar
Shrivastava, Govardhan
Ram Thakur (IPS-2011
batch) and working as SP
Balod district has been ap-
pointed as Asst. DG Police
headquarters Raipur.
Whereas IPS JK Yadav
(IPS-2018 batch) working
as Addl. SP Operations
has been appointed as SP
Balod.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 31: Minister
for Housing and
Environment Mohammed
Akbar chaired a workshop
Raipur’s Master Plan 2031
at the convention hall of
new Circuit House here on
Tuesday. It is notable here
that the Town and
Country Planning (T&CP)
is preparing a draft of
city’s new Master Plan
(Revised) 2031.

Holding discussions in
the workshop, he laid
stress on developing better
system for public conven-
ience while preparing the
draft of Raipur Master

Plan-2031. During this the
public representatives and
other organisations gave
valuable suggestions. On
this occasion
Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay, MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Chairman RDA Subhash
Dhuppad, MLA
Dhanendra Sahu, Mayor
Birgoan Municipal
Corporation Nandlal
Dewangan, Director Town
& Country Planning GP
Mourya and representa-
tives from various institu-
tions were present.

Minister for Housing
and Environment
Mohammed Akbar while
holding discussions said
that in view of increasing

population of Raipur city
and the master plan to be
prepared in view of prepa-
rations to be made for de-
veloping Raipur in the
form of vibrant capital
city and to ensure partici-
pation of public the sug-
gestions of public reps and
of people from concerned
organisations and institu-
tions too should are being
taken. He said that partici-
pation of the community
and the beneficiaries in
preparing the master plan
is an important procedure.
In this the officers, benefi-
ciaries, town planners, ar-
chitects, engineers and
others shared their valu-
able suggestions and hope-
fully it will help in prepar-

ing a well-planned and
well-organised master
plan of capital city of 2031,
he added.

Minister for Housing
and Environment Akbar
informed that in view of
increasing population and
possibility of development
in the city, the entire plan-
ning is being made taking
the proposed population of
city to 30 lakhs by 2031. He
said that the objective of
Raipur Master Plan (draft)
2031 is to provide greenery
in the areas to be devel-
oped and make necessary
improvements in the city.
In the same way, due em-
phasis has been given on
conservation of natural
resources, water re-

sources, better environ-
ment, decentralisation
view-point and separation
of regional traffic. In addi-
tion to this for uninter-
rupted flow of local vehi-
cles, improvements in the
internal roads and the
likely changes in the near
future and in pattern of
the land-use and all such
issues have been included
in the draft.

In this workshop MLA
and Parliamentary secre-
tary Vikas Upadhyay, MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Chairman RDA Subhash
Dhuppad, MLA Dhanedra
Sahu, representatives
from CCCI, Architects, en-
gineers and other associa-
tions and institutions gave
valuable suggestions.
They gave emphasis on
make the core issues like
drinking water, electricity,
road, health, education,
parking and others public
facilities in view of in-
creasing population and
make it more convenient.

‘Develop amenities in line with increasing population’
More emphasis on
developing better
public facilities’

In the workshop
held on draft of
Raipur Master 
Plan-2031

Mayank Chaturvedi is
new Commissioner RMC
Also given addition-
al charge of MD
Smart City

Six IAS given fresh
posting

Raipur, May 31: In a
shocking incident, the po-
lice recovered a girl’s dead
body from a car in
Abhanpur area of Raipur
on Monday morning.
Some local people first no-
ticed the car parked in an
unclaimed condition.
Inside was the body of a
young woman wearing a
salwar suit. They immedi-
ately informed the police.

The police who reached
the spot saw that the girl’s
throat was slit with a
knife. The dead body lying
inside the car was bleed-
ing profusely. The car is
said to be owned by a
youth living in Abhanpur.
The police have arrested
him. The deceased has
been identified as Suman
Sahu.

According to the infor-
mation received so far, the
girl and her boyfriend had
gone out for a walk. In the
meantime they had a heat-
ed argument. Her
boyfriend named S Kumar
Sahu attacked her with a

knife kept with him. The
police started investiga-
tion to find out the reason
behind the incident.

During the day-long in-
terrogation, her boyfriend
kept saying that he did not
do anything. He told police
that a miscreant on a bike
came and ran away after
killing his girlfriend. S
Kumar kept changing his
statement, but could not
stand in front of the police
for long. He said that he
and Suman were going to
Navagaon.

He said that she had

called him. On the way to
Navagaon the car broke
down and he stopped the
car near Thanaud Chowk
and talked to her. He said
that he asked her whether
she was loving someone
else, or she was cheating
him. Both of them had a
querell on this matter. In a
fit of anger he he put a
knife on Suman’s neck.

Suman Sahu, who was
killed in this incident, was
a resident of Kaserudih vil-
lage in Gariaband district.
Her boyfriend S Kumar is
also from this village. They
were in love for about 6
years. For the last few
months, Suman was living
in Raipur with a rented
house. She used to work in
Raipur. Both had vowed to
live together. After a few
months, both of them even
thought of getting married.
Suman’s boyfriend told
that she used to talk on the
phone quite often. Seeing
that her phone line was al-
ways busy he suspected in-
fidelity.

Girls found dead in car with her throat slit

Raipur, May 31: Union
Minister of State for
Ministry of Food
Processing Industries and
Ministry of Jal Shakti
Prahlad Singh Patel
reached Raipur on
Monday on the occasion of
completion of 8 years of
Modi government at the
Centre. During his visit to
Raipur he will meet the
people and highlight the
achievements of the cen-
tral government.

Talking to the media at
Raipur airport, Union
Minister Prahlad Patel
said that after the forma-

tion of the Modi govern-
ment at the Centre, his-
toric decisions were taken
in the country. For the first
time since Independence,
several important tasks
were performed in Modi
government, he said,

adding that the poor have
got a lot without asking be-
cause of the Modi govern-
ment. On completion of 8
years, BJP leaders will go
to the people under the
Sushasan Garib Kalyan
Yojana and review the cen-
tral schemes besides tak-
ing information from the
people, he said.

Patel also said that the
food park being built in
Chhattisgarh will also be
thoroughly inspected.
Noting that Food Park, ap-
proved since 2014, has not
yet been fully built, he said
that reason behind delay

will also be reviewed. The
construction of this food
park is being done by the
state government along
with the center. The cen-
tral government is moni-
toring the scheme.

The virtual inaugura-
tion of Indus Best Mega
Food Park at village
Bemta-Sarora in Tilda de-
velopment block of Raipur
district of Chhattisgarh
was done on June 3, 2021.
Indus Best Mega Food
Park Pvt Ltd is to be set up
in 63.8 acres of land at a
project cost of Rs 145.5
crore.

Many historic decisions taken in Modi govt: Patel 
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  3311::  Bank of
Baroda has felicitated
renowned folk singer
Padmashri Malini Awasthi
with the ‘Maharaja Sayajirao
Lokbhasha Samman’, institut-
ed under the name of
Maharaja Sayajirao Gaikwad
III, the founder of the bank,
for her significant contribu-
tion to the spread of Indian
folk languages through her
folk songs. The honour was
conferred on her by the Bank
at a special function organ-
ised by the Bank at Gangtok
by Ajay K Khurana, executive
director of the Bank.

It may be noted that Bank

of Baroda honours a person
who has made remarkable
contribution for the propaga-
tion of folk language every
year. In this context, the bank
conferred the award for the
year 2020-21 on Padma Shri
Malini Awasthi. On the occa-

sion, Bank’s Executive
Director, Ajay K Khurana has
honoured the Zonal Offices
and Regional offices with the
Baroda Rajbhasha Puraskar
for their outstanding work in
the field of official language
at the bank. Bank’s chief gen-

eral manager (Operations)
Ajay K Khosla, Sanjay Singh,
head (Official Language and
Parliamentary Committee),
Punit Kumar Mishra, assis-
tant general manager
(Official Language and
Parliamentary Committee)
and other executives and offi-
cial language in-charges from
across the country were also
present on the occasion. Ajay
K Khurana, executive director
of the Bank and chief general
manager (Operations) Ajay K
Khosla and head (Official
Language and Parliamentary
Committee) Sanjay Singh,
who was present on the dais.

Raipur, May 31: Gudiyari
Police have arrested 31-
year-old Umesh Ahuja,
resident of Shanti Nagar
falling under jurisdiction
of Madhav Nagar in Katni
(Madhya Pradesh) in con-
nection with Rohit
Makhija suicide case.
Rohit Makhija had com-
mitted suicide by jumping
off 4th floor of a building
on being fed up with con-
tinuous threat and intimi-
dation in the name of
transaction in IPL betting.
Police had registered of-
fence against five youth
for allegedly abetting
Rohit to commit suicide.

Two persons namely
Ankur Waswani and
Amar Ravlani were al-
ready arrested in this case.

Police said that the de-
ceased Rohit Makhija,
originally a resident of
Satna district of Madhya
Pradesh, was staying at
his sister’s house in
Dangnia here for several
months. During this, he
got acquainted with the
bookies who played bet-
ting in the IPL cricket
match.

Rohit Makhija lost lakhs
of rupees in the betting.
Disturbed by the threat,
Rohit committed suicide
by jumping from the
fourth floor of house num-
ber 43 in Sri
Krishnanagar, Gudhiyari
on 25 September-2021.
After investigation, the po-
lice had registered an of-
fense against the five sus-
pects under sections 306,
34 of abetment to suicide.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 31: Various
programmes were organ-
ized at Government
Dental College, Raipur on
Monday to mark World
No Tobacco Day. Third
and final year students of
dental college took part
in programmes under the
guidance of Dr  Virendra
Vadher (Principal of
Government Dental
College), Dr Milind
Wasnik (Head of
Department of Public
Health Dentistry), Dr
PinakaPani R (Head of
Department of Oral
Medicine and Radiology).

The students of the col-
lege took out a rally to
make people aware about
the ill-effects of tobacco.
On this occasion, Dr
Dipti Verma, Deputy
Collector, Mrs Nidhi
Sahu, Joint Collector,
Mrs Shimmi Nahid, Joint
Collector and many offi-
cers and staffs of
Collectorate Raipur were
present.

By staging a street play
in the Collectorate prem-
ises, appealed the people
to stay away from tobac-
co, also about the harm it
causes to the environ-
ment. On this occasion,
dental and medical camp

was organized by
Government Dental
College at Aranya
Bhawan, Naya Raipur.

Posters and Rangoli
made by the students
were displayed on the oc-
casion. A booklet regard-
ing ill effects, prevention
and cessation was re-
leased by Dr Virendra
Vadher (Principal of the
college). All the doctors,
students and patients
present in the college
were administered an
oath not to use tobacco.

World No Tobacco Day
is observed every year on
31st May across the
world. The purpose of
celebrating this day is to
spread awareness about
the danger of tobacco.
World Health
Organization’s Theme for
World No Tobacco Day
2022 is “Tobacco - Threat
to our Environment”.
Millions of people die
every year due to tobacco
consumption.

Bank of Baroda felicitates renowned folk singer Padmashri Malini Awasthi

Man wanted in abetment
to suicide case arrested

Offence registered
against five persons
in Rohit Makhija
suicide case

Two accused arrest-
ed earlier

Celebration of ‘NO TOBACO DAY’ at GDC Raipur
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COURTESY VISIT 

The Congress party’s RS candidates Rajeev Shukla and Ranjit Ranjan paid courtesy
visit to the Speaker State Assembly Dr Charandas Mahant after filing of nomination
in VS here on Tuesday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 31: The na-
tion is celebrating the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
to commemorate the
Indian Independence. As
a part of this momentous
occasion, Prime Minister
interacted with the bene-
ficiaries of about sixteen
schemes/pro g ammes
spanning nine
Ministries/Departments
of the Government of
India.

All these schemes ad-
dress the poorest seg-
ments of population;
therefore, the event is
aptly named as “Garib
Kalyan Sammelan”. The
principal objective of the
interaction is not only to
understand how these
schemes have brought
about ease of living for
the citizens, but also to ex-
plore possibility of con-
vergence and saturation.
This will also give an op-
portunity to assess the cit-
izens’ aspiration for India

as it completes 100 years
of independence in the
year 2047.

The Sammelan is one of
the largest ever single-
event nationwide interac-
tion spanning all districts,
wherein Prime Minster
will interact with benefi-
ciaries about the impact
that the wide-ranging
schemes/programmes
covering housing, avail-

ability of potable water,
food, health and nutrition,
livelihood and financial
inclusion etc., have had on
their lives.

Raipur District is also
proud to be a part of this
August event and had
made all the necessary
arrangements for the pro-
gramme held at ICAR-
National Institute of
Biotic Stress

Management from 10.00
A.M. onwards today. The
event was presided over
by Prahlad Singh Patel,
Minister of State for Food
Processing and Jalshakti
and also attended by
Member of parliament
Sunil Soni, MLAs and
other dignitaries. All the
invited guest were wel-
comed by Institute
Director Dr P.K.Ghosh.
The District level event
was linked with the
National event at 11.00
A.M. when  Prime
Minister will be live from
Shimla interacted with
the beneficiaries with the
country.

Prime Minister also re-
leased the 11th install-
ment of the Kisan
Samman Nidhi. Prime
Minister also interacted
with some of the benefici-
aries spread across the
country through video-
conferencing. Total 10
crore farmers benefitted
by transferring 21 thou-
sand crore rupees.

PM-KISAN with beneficiaries of schemes
telecasted by ICAR-NIBSM 

Institute Director Dr P.K.Ghosh and Dr Anil Dixit, 
Joint Director & Principal Scientist (Agronomy) honouring
Prahlad Singh Patel, Minister of  State for Food Processing
and Jalshakti.

CM condoles demise of ex-MP
Chakradhari Singh

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  3311::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has expressed
profound grief on sad demise of
Ex-MP of Sarguja  Chakradhari
Singh. Chief Minister has
empathized with the grief-strick-
en family and has prayed for the
departed soul to rest in peace.
Chief Minister said in his condo-
lence message that Chakradhari
Singh was an active public repre-
sentative, focused on the devel-
opment of his area, beloved by
the people. His demise is an
irreparable loss for us. It is note-
worthy that Shri Chakradhari
Singh was elected as MP in year
1980. He rendered his valuable
services to the organization on
various designations.

CPSKS expresses gratitude

towards Nagaria
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  3311::  A delegation of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh Swasth
Karmachari Sangh (CPSKS)led
by its state president O P
Sharma paid a courtesy visit to
Tripti Nagaria Dean Pt Jawahar
Lal Nehru Memorial Medical
College Raipur and expressed
their gratitude towards her order
to remove Dr Vineet Jain who
has been continuously threaten-
ing the staff and officials of
Medical College. The delegation
had earlier requested Dean
Nagaria to remove Dr Jain from
his post for his ill-treatment
towards officers and staff.  

Raipur, May 31: Amity
School of Fashion
Technology, Amity
University Chhattisgarh or-
ganized the annual
Graduation show for
Fashion Design Batch of
2022 at Amity University
Raipur Campus on 30th of
May,2022.

The Gala was inaugurat-
ed by the Pro. Vice
Chancellor, Dr. Vijay Singh
Dahima and HoD- Dr.
Indrani Singh Rai.

On this occasion, the
passing out batch show

cased their talents.
Designers participating

were Bhumika, Sana,
Priya, Soniya, Nirantara,
Yashprabha, Tanushree,
Ashmina, Nirantara, Kajol,
Nupur and Bhumika.

The design collection was
mix and match of tradition-
al as well as western outfits.
The unique theme based
collections like Indian
Traditional, Bespoke,
Eclectic, Androgynous and
Foreign Traditional,
prompted much enthusi-
asm and craze among the

cheering viewers in the
show.

The display got possible
because of the eminent fac-
ulty members like
Assistant Professors ,
Madhurendra Kumar,
Rajeev Kumar, Dipti
Chaturvedi, Annie Ali and
Studio Assistant Anita D.
apart from the volunteers
from the junior batches.

Overall the show was
well crafted, and had a pro-
fessional touch be it the de-
signs, creative theme, the
choreography or the stage.

Creative Brains on the
Ramp- Shilpangan-2022

Raipur May 31:
Gyaneshwari Yadav, a
daughter of Chhattisgarh,
has  won three silver
medals in the IWF Junior
World Weightlifting
Championship held in
Greece. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel congratu-
lated her on this proud mo-
ment and announced to
give financial assistance of
Rs. 5 Lakh and appoint-
ment for the post of ASI
(Assistant Superintendent
of Police). The Chief
Minister also announced
financial assistance of Rs.
5 lakh to Ajay Lohar, the
coach of Gyaneshwari

Yadav.
Rajnandgaon resident

Gyaneshwari Yadav met
the Chief Minister Baghel
at his official residence in
Raipur. The Chief
Minister congratulated
Gyaneshwari on winning
three silver medals while
performing exceptionally
in this international event
and wished her a bright fu-
ture.

The Chief Minister hon-
oured Gyaneshwari Yadav,
her coach Ajay Lohar, and
her father Deepak Yadav

by presenting shawls and
mementos.

In the Junior World
W e i g h t l i f t i n g
Championship held in
Heraklion city of Greece
from May 01 to 10,
Gyaneshwari won silver
medals in the snatch,
clean and jerk event of 49
kg category. The manager
of Digvijay Stadium
Rajnandgaon, Ranvijay
Pratap Singh was also
present during this meet-
ing with the Chief
Minister.

Gyaneshwari bags 3 silver medals 
In the Junior World
Weightlifting
Championship

Gyaneshwari is a
resident of R’gaon
won three silver
medals in the IWF
Junior World
Weightlifting
Competition held in
Greece

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 31: In the
last three years despite
the corona pandemic,

significant progress has
been made in the field of
education in
Chhattisgarh. Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi has praised
Virendra Bhagat, a
teacher in Jashpur dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh in
his radio talk ‘Mann Ki
Baat’.

From time to time,
NITI Aayog has also ap-
preciated the excellent
work being done in the
education field in
Sukma, Dantewada, and
Jashpur districts.

In Bijapur and Sukma
districts, about 200
schools that were force-
fully closed by the
Maoists, have been re-
opened with the special
initiative of the state
government.

More than 25 lakh
students and more than
2 lakh teachers are reg-
istered on
Chhattisgarh’s online
education portal

“Padhai Tuhar Duar”
to ensure uninterrupt-
ed education.

It is worth mention-
ing that many educa-
tionists have raised ob-
jections to the report of
the National
Achievement Survey of
School Education that
has been recently re-
leased by the
Department of School
Education of the
Government of India.
The objection has been
raised to the ‘timing’ of
the survey, which was
conducted when mostly
all schools were closed
for more than two years
due to the Corona pan-
demic.

Another objection
has been raised to the
‘method’ of taking the
survey, the OMR sheets
were used to evaluate
children’s progress and
learning competencies.
It is very difficult for
third and fifth-class

children to fill these
OMR sheets, which in
turn has hampered the
outcome of the assess-
ment result and with
these results, it is not
possible to correctly
evaluate children’s
progress and learning
competencies. It ap-
pears that the survey
has been conducted not
to evaluate children’s
progress and learning
competencies, but to
evaluate the OMR fill-
ing skill of children.

Some of the figures in
this survey are quite
misleading.

For example-
Chhattisgarh has got
301 marks against the
national average of 323
in Language for class
III, while the national
capital New Delhi has
also got only 302 marks.
Similarly, Chhattisgarh
has got 283 marks and
Delhi only 282 marks in
Mathematics as com-

pared to the national
average of 306.

The achievement of
the capital Delhi being
so much less than the
national average raises
a question mark on the
credibility of the sur-
vey itself. Similarly,
there is a huge differ-
ence between the fig-
ures of NAS and
UDISE.

For example, accord-
ing to the NAS, only 51
percent of the schools
in Chhattisgarh have a
library, while according
to UDISE, 96.98 percent
of the schools have a li-
brary.

The “Swami
Atmanand Utkrisht
Vidyalaya” scheme of
Chhattisgarh has re-
ceived praise every-
where. This survey of
the Central
Government that has
been done at the wrong
time, appears to be a
survey full of false data.

Significant progress has been made in the
field of education in Ch’garh in last 3 yrs

Prime Minister and
NITI Aayog have
appreciated the
Ch’garh’s progress
in the education
field

About 200 closed
schools of Bijapur
and Sukma, now
reopened on the
special initiative of
Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment

“National
Achievement
Survey of School
Education is just a
Pseudo Statistical
Document”

Raipur, May 31: In
order to provide maxi-
mum crop products to
the farmers of the coun-
try and to protect the
crops from pest infesta-
tion, two new products of
nutritional and pesticide
category, Imara & Judwa-
G were launched in
Chhattisgarh. Mr. Hitesh
Patel, Vice President  of
the  manufacturing  com-
pany Sulfur Mills
Limited, Mumbai, com-
pany’s second chief exec-
utive officer in India, Dr.
U.A. Parasara, Head

(Crop Production)
Radheshyam, A. VP
(Field Marketing) Vivek
Rastogi and Regional
Sales Manager Virendra
Patidar were specially
present on this occasion.

While addressing a
press conference on the
launching of Imara and
Judwaa-G, the company’s
Vice President Hitesh
Patel, the company’s sec-

ond chief executive in
India, Dr. U.A. Parasara
said that till now many
chemicals have been
used to increase the pro-
ductivity of crops. But it
has always been the goal
of Sulfur Mills Ltd. to in-
crease the productivity of
the crop, keeping the de-
pendence on chemicals to
a minimum level, in
order to get a hygienic
product, so that the fertil-
ity of the field is not af-
fected and the crop is also
protected from pest infes-
tation.

Agro products launched in Nutrient & Pesticide category

Central Chronicle News

Balconagar, May, 31:
Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer and
a subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium Business, ob-
served Menstrual Hygiene
Day with a week-long
awareness drive involving
local communities. Under
Nayi Kiran, BALCO’s
community development
project in menstrual

health & hygiene, the com-
pany conducted various
activities like wall paint-
ing, awareness rallies, slo-
gan writing and poster
making competition for
sensitizing the public on
menstrual hygiene.

The highlight of the
week was the launch of a
short film, ‘Sarika –
Dondro ki Nayi Kiran’,
which follows the story of
local champion Sarika and
her inspirational cam-
paign on menstrual rights,
as part of Project Nayi
Kiran. The film, which
was released in the pres-
ence of over 500 people,
showcases the impact of
the project on local com-
munities. Link to view the
f i l m :
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=kUUJVrJWr5M

Launched in 2019,
Project Nayi Kiran reach-
es out to 45 villages and
wards spread across rural

and urban areas. The proj-
ect has undertaken capaci-
ty building and leadership
sessions with around 60
adolescent girls group, 60
women’s Self-Help Groups
and 60 frontline workers,
making them torchbear-
ers on spreading aware-
ness about safe menstrual
health practices. In an in-
clusive step, the project
has also worked towards
sensitizing the male frater-
nity. 60 adolescent boys
have also been made com-
munity champions on
menstrual health aware-
ness. This year four
Swastha Suvidha
Kendras have also been
established in villages for
counselling on Menstrual
Health & Hygiene related
issues and for addressing
queries, if any. Till date,
BALCO has sensitized
nearly 33,400 women,
men, adolescent girls and
boys through Nayi Kiran.

Launching the film,
Abhijit Pati, CEO &
Director, BALCO, said, “I
extend my sincere grati-
tude towards the commu-
nity members and espe-
cially towards adolescent
girl leaders for steering
the Project Nayi Kiran at
grassroot level and mak-
ing it a success. ‘Sarika’ is
not just a short film but a
beacon of change, which
will serve as an inspira-
tion to the entire region
and the state at large. We,
at BALCO, are committed
to go the extra mile to-
wards addressing the
myths surrounding men-
struation and spreading
awareness on menstrual
health & hygiene, for
bringing about a positive
transformation in the
health of women and girls
in the region.”

Sharing her experience,
Sarika Kanwar, on whom
the short film is based,

said, “I am extremely
thankful towards the en-
tire team of BALCO for
their relentless efforts to
address the many taboos
and myths associated
with menstruation.
Project Nayi Kiran has
not only helped thousands
of women, but even sensi-
tized the male community,
thus bringing about a ho-
listic change in percep-
tion towards menstrua-
tion.”

Jaya Rathiya, Sarpanch
of Bela village added,
“BALCO’s Project Nayi
Kiran has been playing an
instrumental role in im-
proving the health profile
of female members espe-
cially belonging to the
rural community. I com-
mend the slew of initia-
tives undertaken by
BALCO as part of the
project, for we can see the
changes in the communi-
ty already.”

BALCO observes Menstrual Hygiene Day 
With week-long
awareness drive

Launches short film
‘Sarika – Dondro ki
Nayi Kiran’ cele-
brating efforts of
Sarika Kanwar, a
champion of men-
strual rights

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  3311::  Chhattisgarh’s
export has increased by about
2.45 times in the last three
years due to the measures
taken by the state government
for export promotion under the
new industrial policy year
2019-24. Exports rose to Rs
25241.13 cr in the year 2021-22
as compared to Rs 9067.92 cr in
the year 2019-20. The iron and
steel exports have witnessed
an increase of about seven and
a half times while rice exports
have increased 4.68 times and
exports of aluminum and alu-
minum products have wit-

nessed two-fold rise in the year
2021-22 as compared to the
year 2019-20. 

It is worth mentioning that
several industry-friendly provi-
sions have been made in the
new industrial policy 2019-24
of the state. In addition to ease
of doing business and single
window system, many conces-
sions have been given for
industries. Provision has been
made to give special conces-
sion in taxes to the products
exported from the state and
subsidy on the transportation
cost of the products to be

exported from the unit level to
the nearest port.

Due to the provisions of
export promotion in the indus-
trial policy of the state, a sig-
nificant increase has been reg-
istered in the exports of the
state between the year 2019-20
to the year 2021-22 in the last
three years. According to the
information received from the
Industries Department, the
exports stood at Rs 9067.92 cr
in the financial year 2019-20,
out of which the share of rice is
Rs 1827.01 cr, iron and steel Rs
981.12 cr and aluminum and

aluminum products Rs 3072.03
cr. Similarly, in the financial
year 2020-21, the exports stood
at Rs 17199.97 cr including Rs
5487.16 cr of rice, Rs 3423.06 cr
of iron and steel and Rs 3159.76
cr of aluminum and aluminum
products. There has been a sig-
nificant increase in exports
from the state in the financial
year 2021-22 as well. Exports
stood at Rs 25241.13 cr in the
financial year 2021-22 includ-
ing Rs 8559.12 cr (rice), Rs
7386.13 cr (iron and steel) and
Rs 6026.48 cr (aluminum and
aluminum products). Under the

provision of transport grant to
export-oriented industries, a
provision has been made to
provide assistance equal to the
actual freight charges from the
place of manufacture of the
product to the place of export.
According to the Industrial
Policy, the maximum limit of
assistance will be Rs 30 lakh
per annum, which will be avail-
able till the time period of the
Industrial Policy 2019-24.
Various other measures are
also being taken by the state
government for export 
promotion. 

Ch’garh’s export has increased by about 2.45 times 



Jagdalpur, May 31: Many
travellers and commuters
on wheels have lost their
lives and suffered injuries
in the past due to the
heavy vehicles, mostly
heavy movers on the adja-
cent sides of the National
Highway. In order to get
rid of the problems caused
by parking of vehicles on
the side of the roads
around the city, the deci-
sion to develop a transport
city and to take action
against the haphazardly
parked vehicles in the bus
stand premises has been
taken many times, but a
stringent action against
the parked vehicles is still
on papers. It may be
known that some time
back in the meeting of the
Road Safety Committee,
information was given re-
garding the identified acci-
dent prone areas of the
district as well as the
measures being taken to

reduce the road accidents.
But after a few days these
instructions were forgot-
ten and the situation has
remained as it is. The traf-
fic on the roads of the city
is such that it has become

very congested at times
that it is vary for the peo-
ple to go on wheels during
the night hours. Here the
possibility of accidents
due to the day-to-day mal-
function and closure of
the traffic signals cannot
be ruled out. Meanwhile
there are also reports that
there is no vacant space in
the city as people have
made their own parking
lots and are parking their
vehicles haphazardly.
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Lara, May 31: Under cele-
brations of "Swachhta
Pakhwada" a walkathon
and cleanliness drive or-
ganized at NTPC Lara at
Maitree Nagar township
on 31st May 2022.
Employees, office bearers
of Prerita Mahila samiti
and associates voluntarily
participated whole heart-
edly participated in this
programme under the
guidance of Diwakar
Kaushik, CGM Lara.
Employees and associates
visited the township and
collected the solid waste
under the cleanliness
drive. Those collected solid
wastes were segregated as
biodegradable and non-
biodegradable waste and
sent for processing in an
eco-friendly manner.

Swacchata Pakhwada
was celebrated from 16 to

31 May 2022. During this
period various cleaning

activities were undertak-
en to maintain neat and

clean workplace and sur-
roundings. In the ongoing

Girl Empowerment
Mission, it was tried to
make the girls aware
about importance of per-
sonal hygiene and clean
surrounding for healthy
life. A drawing and paint-
ing competition was or-
ganized among the girls to
present their thought by
painting. Similarly ban-
ners and posters were dis-
played at various strategic
locations for awareness
among employees and
nearby villagers.

O this occasion, JSS
Murty, GM (O&M),
Santosh Kumar Jha, GM
(Project), Akhilesh Singh,
GM (Maintenance), Rajeev
Ranjan, GM (Fuel manage-
ment), Samarendra
Kumar Roy, GM
(Operation), Vijender
Singh, Asst. Commandant
(CISF), Head of the depart-
ments, office bearers of
Prerita Mahila Samiti, em-
ployees and associates
were present.

Walkathon and cleanliness drive organized 
 Under 'Swachhta

Pakhwada'

Konta, May 31:  

Under the Jal Jeevan
Mission running in
Sukma district, a water
workshop was organized
at Swami Vivekananda
Auditorium to honor
women working in villages
who have received training
in water quality testing. In
this program 60 women
"Jal Bahini" participated
by whom water test was
done. Aprons were provid-
ed by UNICEF and World
Vision India for water

quality testers. During the
program apron was dis-
tributed to the water sis-
ters by Sukma SDM Ms.
Preeti Durgam and impor-
tant information about
water conservation and
purity was given by them.
Executive Engineer of
Public Health Engineering
Department  J. Ale.
Mahla gave detailed infor-
mation about the purpose
and importance of Jal
Jeevan Mission. On this
occasion SDO Sukma R.L.
Mandavi, SDO Konta HS

Gaur, Deputy Engineer
Konta Anil Agarkar,
Keshari Nandan Sahu,
World Vision India,
Technical District
Coordinator Rajesh Sahu,
WQMIS Coordinator
Satish Sahu, Information
Education and
Communication Ajit
Potai, Monitoring
Coordinator Deepak
Ratre, MIS Coordinator
Chhatrapal Verma,
Finance Coordinator
Deepak Sahu etc. were
present.

'Jal sisters' receive honours
in Jalvahini workshop

Churikala, May 31:  

For freeing the illegally
occupied government
made houses in Nagar
Panchayat Chhurikala, a
dozen councilors of the
city have from time to time
signed petitions and sub-
mitted memorandums to
higher officials, but as no
appropriate action was
taken by the administra-
tion till date, the illegal oc-
cupants are getting en-
couraged.

It is to be known that in
the government land next
to the tribal service coop-
erative society operated in
Nagar Panchayat
Chhurikala, a house was
built by the District
Panchayat Katghora for
the Agriculture Extension
Officer, in which the
Agriculture Extension
Officer Ghanshyam
Sendre was given resi-
dence in the year 2006-7.

Extension officer

Ghanshyam Sandre left
the house after being
transferred elsewhere in
2008; meanwhile the house
was being used as a paddy
godown during the paddy
procurement season. One
Jamal Khan was hired by
the then Lempus Manager
Mohammad Khalil as a
seller in the society, and
the said vacant govern-
ment residence was trans-
ferred to Jamal Khan in
the Janpad Panchayat in
the presence of the then

district member
Shatrughan Devangan by
passing a resolution,ther-
bey giving the residence
on rent to Jamal Khan.

After complaints from
villagers, of the region,
the then Tehsildar Shri
Arjun Sisodia took action
against Jamal Khan and
got the government house
freed from possession and
the house was sealed. But
after the incident the ac-
cused Jamal Khan has
once again seized the prop-

erty on rent with the coop-
eration of administrative
officers.

A dozen councilors and
citizens of the Nagar
Panchayat protested
against the illegal occupa-
tion of government hous-
ing and also high school
grounds by Jamal Khan,
and filed a collective signa-
ture application to SDM,
Revenue Department,
Tehsildar Katghora, in-
cluding the MLA, and
Revenue Minister, but not
a single official of the de-
partment is taking con-
crete action regarding the
illegal possession case. In
this regard, Councilor
Hiralal Yadav said that
since no concrete action
has been taken by the
Revenue Department and
the concerned officials so
far, the councilors and citi-
zens will highlight the
issue with the Chief
Minister, on his arrival in
the district.

Government house illegally occupied

Koriya, May 31: 

On the sensitive initia-
tive of the district admin-
istration, villagers to take
advantage of rural health
facilities from far-flung vil-
lages reached and took the
services in a major health
camp organized in the
Government Higher
Secondary School premis-
es of Kelhari. This initia-
tive of the administration
got a positive response
from the general public
and as a result, more than
3472 villagers reached the
camp and got free tests for
different diseases and took
medicines and consulta-
tions. DAVP and MLA Mr.
Gulab Kamro, Collector
Kuldeep Sharma, OSD PS
Dhruv and SP Prafulla
Thakur reached the camp
and interacted directly
with the villagers to know

their experiences. During
this, MLA Kamro ad-
dressed the camp. He con-
gratulated and extended
his best wishes for the sen-
sitive initiative of the dis-
trict administration for or-
ganizing a major health
camp. Collector Kuldeep
Sharma while addressing
the program said that as
per the wishes of the state

government, the district
administration is making
continuous efforts to pro-
vide better health facilities
to every person. Here it
needs a mention that in
the camp, 3472 villagers
were examined and treat-
ed for various diseases
free of cost. In this, heart
diseases, echocardiogra-
phy - 30, medicine distribu-

tion - 1836, diabetes - 223,
hypertension - 197, leprosy
- 5, gynecology and obstet-
rics - 204, pediatrics - 105,
dentistry - 85, nose-ear-
throat and Audiometry
Test - 83, Orthopedic - 186,
Mental Health -151, Eye
Disease 259 & Glasses
Distribution - 156, Lab Test
- 407, Health I.D. - 204
Ayushman Card - 240,
Investigation, Treatment
and AYUSH Department -
242, T.B. Investigation - 34,
Malaria - 11, Medicine
Department - 514,
Sonography - 15 and
General Investigation and
Treatment - 402. Similarly,
40 percent or more disabil-
ity holders will be provid-
ed with 40 percent or more
disability by testing the
handicapped in the
camp.NCC students played
a pivotal role in bringing
the villagers to the camp.

More than 3400 villagers 
benefit from Mega Health Camp

Koriya, May 31: Six chil-
dren from the district were
benefited under PM Cares
for Children Scheme, in the
district. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, trans-
ferred an amount of Rs 10
lakh to the children's ac-
count under the PM Cares
for Children scheme run
by the Union Ministry of
Women and Child
Development. In a pro-
gram organized through
video conferencing in the
District Collectorate Office,
the said documents were
distributed by District
Panchayat President Smt.
Renuka Singh and
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
to 06 such beneficiary chil-
dren of the district, who
are being benefited under
this scheme. During this,
the Prime Minister of the
country while addressing
the children said that PM
Cares for Children is an at-
tempt to reduce the chal-
lenges/difficulties for the

children who have lost
their parents or their
guardians in a calamity
like Corona. For this, an
amount of Rs 10 lakh has
been deposited in the ac-
count of children below
the age of 18 years.
Children will be able to
withdraw this assistance
amount on reaching the
age of 23 years.

Apart from this, children
will also get monthly finan-
cial assistance on attaining
the age of 18 years for per-
sonal needs. Till the age of
23 years, these children

will also get the benefit of
health insurance up to Rs 5
lakh under the Ayushman
Bharat scheme. Today, the
health insurance card was
also distributed to the ben-
eficiary children during
the virtual program.
District Program Officer,
Women and Child
Development Department,
Mrs. Abhilasha Behar,
District Child Protection
Officer, members of
District Child Welfare
Committee and concerned
officers-employees were
present in the program.

Six children benefitted from
PM Cares for Children scheme

Heavy vehicles parked on 
both sides of NH posing danger!

BBiirrkkoonnii,,  MMaayy  3311:: Vat Savitri festi-
val was celebrated with devotion
here in Bargaon, Achhridih,
Barbaspur, Nayapara including
village Birkoni area. Women wor-
shipped in the Maa Chandi tem-
ple, Mahamaya temple and the
'Vat-vriksha' adjacent to Sheetla
temple.  The worship and rituals
started from morning in the local
temples with the women praying
for the long life of their husbands
by offering prayers to Vat Savitri.
This time round as Soumya
Amavasya was celebrated on
Tithi, this festival was especially
fruitful for those women, who
performed the rituals with

unbound devotion.  In the morn-
ing, women folks adorned in six-
teen adornments, taking seven
rounds around the banyan tree,
tied a Raksha Sutra along with
the Banyan tree praying for a
happy and long life of their hus-
bands. Old mothers told the story
of Savitri Satyavan, in which
Savitri worshiped the long
branches of the banyan tree in
order to return the life of her hus-
band Satyavan from Yamraj.  On
this occasion, there was a festi-
val-like atmosphere in the temple
of the region with the devotional
atmosphere in the crowd of fast-
ing women.

Vat Savitri festival 
celebrated with devotion

Masturi, May 31:

A meeting of office bear-
ers and workers of all de-
partments of Janta
Congress Chhattisgarh
Jogi JCC(J)Party's
Masturi Vidhan Sabha
was organized under the
chairmanship of District
President Vishambhar
Gulhare.

While addressing the
meeting organized at
Rajak Bhawan located at
Jondhra Chowk, Gulhare

said that the great hero of
Chhattisgarh was the mes-
siah of the poor, the bene-
factor of the deprived,
backward tribals and the
leader of the proletariat.
Late Ajit Jogi, the first
Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh, who gave a
new identity to the coun-
try and the world, can
never be forgotten. He
gave tips to all the office
bearers and workers of
the party's department re-
garding the upcoming

elections. Along with this,
instructions were also
given to activate jointly re-
garding expansion and
membership in the party.

At the beginning of the
meeting, rich tributes
were paid the founder of
Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh late Ajit Jogi
on his second death an-
niversary Assembly
Speaker K.K Nirnejak,
Malik Ram Dahria,
Tarachand Rai, Satyendra
Guleri, Than Singh

Bhargava, Shravan Kumar
Madhukar, Maddy Yadav
addressed the gathering
and took a pledge to work
with determination to-
wards the party, remem-
bering the thoughts of late
Jogi. On this occasion,
Lokesh Dahre, Sridev
Kashyap, Ramesh Sahu,
Laxmi Prasad Burman,
Suresh Nirnajak,
Rameshwar Gadwal,
Avadh Naresh, Shravan
Kumar Madhukar,
Laxmendra Patel, Shagun
Lal Keskar, Amrit Tandon,
Ramkhilavan Rai, Sanjay
Miri, Rahul Roshan,
Mayank along with  party
office bearers and workers
were present.

JCC(J) remembers late Ajit Jogi
 On his second

death anniv 

Kashmiri Pandits return to streets in Valley
to protest school teacher’s killing

Srinagar, May 31 (PTI) 

Kashmiri Pandits em-
ployed under the PM pack-
age hit the streets at vari-
ous places in the Valley on
Tuesday to protest the
killing of a woman
teacher by terrorists in
Kulgam district of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Rajni Bala (36), who be-
longed to Samba district
and was posted at a gov-
ernment school in
Gopalpora, was shot dead
by terrorists earlier in the
day. A handful of
Kashmiri Pandit employ-
ees assembled at the clock
tower at Lal Chowk here,
officials said. Another
group of protesters assem-
bled at Batwara in the
Sonawar area of the city
and raised slogans against
the Jammu and Kashmir

administration for its fail-
ure to ensure foolproof se-
curity for employees of
minority communities.

The protesters, mostly
women, raised slogans

like “Administration haye
haye” (down with admin-
istration), “Minorities ko
jeene do” (Let the minori-
ties live) and “We want jus-
tice”.

In south Kashmir’s
Qazigund town, the
Kashmiri Pandit employ-
ees blocked one tube of the
Jammu-Srinagar national
highway to protest Bala’s
killing. They appealed to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah to in-
tervene in the matter to
ensure the safety of mi-
norities. “The government
has failed completely in
providing security to the
minorities. Rahul Bhat
was killed inside a district
office on May 12 and today
our sister Rajni Bala was
shot dead inside a school.

“We appeal to PM, HM
and LG to intervene in the
matter. Kashmiri Pandits
are on the roads now and
there is no hope of sur-
vival,” one of the protes-
tors said.
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BRIEF

Movie hall shooting 
i Haveri (KTK): Three

people who had al-
legedly supplied the
gun to the accused
who shot a man
watching the movie
KGF-2 in a cinema at
Shiggavi town in the
district have been ar-
rested from Bihar, po-
lice said on Tuesday.
The survivor Vasanth
Kumar Mugali is re-
covering in a hospital.
In continuation of the
theatre #shootout in-
vestigation,
#haveripolice arrest-
ed 03 persons in con-
nection with Shiggavi
#shootout incident
from Barhad village of
Mungera (Munger)
district, Bihar, the dis-
trict Superintendent
of police
Hanumantharaya
tweeted. On April 20,
the main accused
Manjunath Patil shot
at Mugali in the
movie hall when the
latter objected to him
for keeping his legs on
the chair on April 20.

Flowers valley 
i Rishikesh: The world

famous valley of flow-
ers national park in
Chamoli district will
open for visitors on
Wednesday, a senior
official said. Giving
this information on
Tuesday
Uttarakhand’s Chief
Wildlife Warden
Parag Madhukar
Dhakate said the val-
ley of flowers will re-
main open for visitors
till October 31. The
park which is situated
in Uttarakhand’s
Chamoli district was
closed for two years
due to COVID-19.

Lottery fraud
i New Delhi: Two per-

sons were arrested for
allegedly cheating
over 100 people on the
pretext of giving them
Rs 25 lakh as the
‘Kaun Banega
Crorepati’ lottery
prize, police said on
Tuesday. The accused
were identified as
Pranav Kumar
Mishra (23), a resident
of Bihar’s Bhojpur
district, and Gautam
Prasad Yadav (29), a
resident of
Jharkhand’s Giridih
district, they said. The
two were previously
involved in a similar
case in Haryana.

Joint session 
i Lucknow: Uttar

Pradesh assembly
will invite President
Ram Nath Kovind to
address a joint ses-
sion of the state legis-
lature on the occa-
sion of ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsava”
on June 6. A resolu-
tion in this regard
was unanimously
passed in the state as-
sembly. As soon as
the House met,
Parliamentary
Affairs Minister
Suresh Kumar
Khanna tabled the
special resolution to
invite the President
for his address to the
House and guide
members on June 6.

Activists of Left Front
raise slogans during a
protest over the hike in
price of LPG cylinders
and other essential com-
modities, in Kolkata,
Tuesday.

Purulia (WB), May 31 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday
called for defeating the saf-
fron camp in the 2024 gen-
eral election and said
BJP’s politics of hate and
violence will find “no
entry” across the country.

Dubbing the BJP-led
government at the Centre
as “adulterated”, she ac-
cused it of mismanaging
the country’s economy
through decisions such as
demonetization and using
central agencies to silence
the opposition.

“Let me make it very
clear that there will be no
entry for BJP in the 2024
Lok Sabha polls. It has to
go. There are no chances
of BJP returning to
power,” she said criticis-
ing the eight years of the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment.

The feisty TMC boss,
who was criticising the

eight years of the Modi
government, said the peo-
ple of India will ensure
that in 2024 BJP’s politics
of hate and violence finds
no entry in the country.

“The soil of Purulia and
the soil of Bengal gave me
the strength to fight for
people. I fear nobody, and
when it comes to ensuring
people’s welfare, I will
fight with all my might! -
@MamataOfficial. In 2024,
@BJP4India’s politics of
hate & violence will find
no entry in India,” the

AITC later tweeted.
Banerjee said the Modi

government began its
tenure with fake promises
which has culminated in
failed experiments after
eight years.

“The BJP government
has destroyed the lives of
the common people ... The
citizens of the country are
fed up with the anti-people
government at the
Centre”, she said.

Banerjee, who was ad-
dressing a meeting of
TMC workers of Purulia
district, also said “The
BJP-led government at the
Centre is adulterated. It
has destroyed the coun-
try’s economy through dis-
astrous decisions like de-
monetisation, which was a
big scam”.

Slamming the Modi gov-
ernment for “using” cen-
tral agencies to destroy the
opposition, Banerjee said
the CBI and ED should
first arrest corrupt BJP
ministers.

“They (Modi govern-
ment) are using CBI and
ED and other central agen-
cies to silence the opposi-
tion. Are the central agen-
cies to be used only
against (RJD leader) Lalu
Prasad Yadav, and
Satyendra Jain (AAP
leade)? What about BJP
ministers? Why is no ac-
tion being taken against
them? They too should be
put behind bars,” she said.

Keeping up her attack
against the BJP, the feisty
TMC supremo said, “They
are summoning people in
the coal pilferage and cat-
tle smuggling scam. But
the coal ministry is with
the union government.

“How come cattle are
being smuggled through
international borders?”
she questioned in a veiled
reference to central agen-
cies summoning several
TMC leaders, including
party general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee in the
two scandals.

It will be no entry for BJP in 2024
Lok Sabha polls : Mamata

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee addresses
TMC workers meet, in
Purulia.

Jaipur, May 31 (PTI) 

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Tuesday targeted the BJP
for supporting Subhash
Chandra, who filed his
nomination from the state
for the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions as an Independent,
saying the party wants to
indulge in horse-trading
as it does not have the
numbers.

The BJP did the same 15
years ago but had to with-
draw support because the
independent candidate re-
ceived no votes, the chief
minister said.

Chandra on Tuesday
filed his nomination for
the Rajya Sabha elections
as an Independent backed
by the BJP. His tenure as a
Rajya Sabha MP from
Haryana will end on
August 1.

Elections to four Rajya
Sabha seats in Rajasthan
will be held on June 10.
The Congress has fielded
three candidates — Mukul
Wasnik, Pramod Tiwari

and Randeep Singh
Surjewala. The BJP has
named former minister
Ghanshyam Tiwari.

All the candidates filed
their nomination papers
on Tuesday.

Gehlot exuded confi-
dence that all the three
Congress candidates will
win.

“We are going to win
three seats. (I) don’t know
why the BJP has played
the game. They did the
same 15 years ago but had
to announce withdrawal of
support because the inde-
pendent candidate got no
votes,” the chief minister
told reporters outside the
Assembly building after
the Congress candidates
filed their nominations.

“From where will they
bring votes? They want to
indulge in horse-trading.
This is not a good tradi-
tion,” he added.

Gehlot said 19 Congress
MLAs who had revolted
against his government in
2020 are also with the
party now. They were of-

fered Rs 10 crore as the
first instalment to leave
the Congress at that time
but they stood by the gov-
ernment.

Independents, MLAs of
other parties like the
CPI(M), the Bharatiya
Tribal Party (BTP) and
those who defected to the
Congress from the BSP
played a key role in saving
his government, he said.

“In such a situation,
what can the BJP expect
from them? They support-
ed the government and
stood firm and united,” he
added.

On the Congress field-
ing leaders from outside
Rajasthan as its candi-
dates, Gehlot said there is
an atmosphere of tension
and hate in the country
and therefore, the party
high command has taken a
decision considering all
factors.

Party candidate
Randeep Surjewala said
one candidate needs 41
votes to win a Rajya Sabha
seat.

Gehlot on party backing Subhash Chandra in RS polls

Relatives and family members of deceased teacher Rajni
Bala mourn her demise, at their residence in Samba,
Tuesday.

‘Conscious attempt to halt
democratisation of education’
New Delhi, May 31 (PTI) 

RJD Rajya Sabha MP
Manoj Jha on Tuesday
said the National
Education Policy 2020 is
against the soul of the
Constitution, and alleged a
conscious attempt was un-
derway to stop democrati-
sation of education.

Addressing a ‘Student
Parliament’ at Jantar
Mantar here, Jha alleged
that no discussion was
held on the policy in
Parliament. “The docu-
ment has not been tabled
in Parliament. Isn’t this
dishonesty on its own?
There has been no discus-
sion on NEP. When we
tried to raise the matter in

Zero Hour, it was not ac-
cepted, and we were told
that it is a policy decision
and there is no need for
discussion,” the MP said.

“NEP is against the in-
terests of not only the
lower class but the middle
class as well. We are here
in solidarity that there has
been a conscious attempt
to halt the onward march
of democratisation of edu-
cation,” he added.

Jha alleged that there
has been no mention of so-
cial justice and affirmative
action in the document.

“This document is
against the soul of the
Constitution and the
Preamble. The document
has erased the difference

between scholarship and
loans,” he said. The
‘Student Parliament’ was
organised by the All India
Students’ Association.

Students of 25 universi-
ties from 15 states partici-
pated in the gathering to
demand the roll-back of
NEP 2020, the AISA said.

Dipankar Bhattacharya,
general secretary of CPI
(ML), alleged that the new
policy will only help the
coaching industry to flour-
ish. It will lead to privati-
sation, centralisation and
saffronisation of educa-
tion, he added.

Hindu College Professor
Ratan Lal said the educa-
tion policy will affect both
students and teachers.

Manoj Jha on NEP

Agartala, May 31 (PTI) 

The Tripura govern-
ment has initiated a
process to conduct a field
study to operationalise a
54-km stretch on the
Gomati river as part of an
India-Bangladesh water-
way project, an official
said Tuesday.

The study will be con-
ducted from Maharani in
Gomati district to
Sonamura in Sepahijala to
identify river areas where
dredging will be required
to facilitate movement of
vessels, state water re-
source department’s chief
engineer Mahitosh Das
told PTI. We have secured
an administrative ap-
proval of Rs 15 crore. Our
engineers have initiated
the process to undertake
the field study. RITES had

prepared a DPR for the
Indo-Bangla waterway
connecting the Gomati
river with the Meghana
river in the neighbouring
country,” he said. The field
verification is necessary
as the detailed project re-
port (DPR) prepared by
RITES, a central govern-
ment enterprise, was done
in 2013-14 to operationalise
the transboundary water
route, Das said. In course
of the study, our engineers
will examine field posi-
tions to identify river
areas where dredging will
be required to maintain a
certain level of water in
the Gomati river, he point-
ed out. As per the Inland
Waterway Authority of
India (IWAI), the river
must have a 1.80-metre
water level for movement
of small vessels.

The dredging will be
done only on those spots
where siltation is a prob-
lem for the movement of
small vessels. We are ex-
pecting that the field veri-
fication will be completed
by June, he said.

The state water resource
department would be
ready for undertaking
dredging activities in the
Gomati river by the next
three months, Das said,
adding that it plans to in-
vite expression of interest
for such work.

The dredging work will
be done within the sanc-
tioned amount of Rs 15
crore, he pointed out.

Of the total outlay, 50
per cent will be spent for
the first phase of dredg-
ing, while the remaining
fund would be deployed in
a phased manner, he said.

Tripura initiates study to operationalise stretch on
Gomati river for Indo-Bangla waterway project

Bengaluru, May 31 (PTI) 

Special teams have been
constituted to look into
farmers’ leader Rakesh
Singh Tikait attack case
and probe is on to uncover
the design of those who
had supported the accused
persons either directly or
indirectly and bring out
the truth in the matter, po-
lice said on Tuesday.

Steps are being taken to
seek 7-day custody of the 3
accused persons, who at-
tacked Tikait with a televi-
sion mic and threw black
ink on him at a press con-
ference here on Monday.
As part of the overall in-
vestigation, the trio would

be questioned during cus-
tody to “bring out the
truth”, police said. “We
have arrested three 
people.

They will be produced
before the magistrate. We
will seek seven days po-
lice custody for further in-
vestigation , Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Crime) Dr Sharanappa S
D told PTI on Tuesday.

Special teams have been
formed and they would
look into all the angles to
bring to light those who
had supported the accused
directly or indirectly , he
said. Our teams are also
doing a detailed mobile
phone investigation.

‘Truth will be out in
Tikait attack case’

Jamnagar, May 31 (PTI) 

A Jamnagar court on
Tuesday acquitted 14 peo-
ple accused of setting a po-
lice motorcycle on fire dur-
ing the August 2015
Patidar reservation agita-
tion.

The court of Additional
Chief Judicial Magistrate
NR Pathar ordered acquit-
tal of all the 14 accused, in-
cluding former Congress
corporator Atul Bhanderi,
for want of evidence, their
lawyer Hasmukh Moliya
said. The 14 were shown as
part of a mob of 50 per-
sons that had set a police
vehicle on fire when cur-

few was imposed in the
city after state-wide vio-
lence broke out following a
rally by stir leader Hardik
Patel on August 25, 2015 in
Ahmedabad. The 14 were
booked at the city A divi-
sion police station under
IPC sections 143 (unlawful
assembly) and 435 (mis-
chief by fire or explosive)
as well as other offences,
Moliya said. Their acquit-
tal came nearly two weeks
after a court here acquit-
ted 10 persons who were
similarly accused of being
a part of the Patidar agita-
tion and setting a state
transport bus on fire in
Jodiya.

Patidar stir: Gujarat court
acquits 14 persons accused
of setting ablaze police bike

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI) 

The government is
learnt to have cleared cer-
tain pending recommen-
dations made by the
Supreme Court Collegium
to elevate at least three ad-
vocates and a woman judi-
cial officer as high court
judges.

People aware of the pro-
cedure to appoint mem-
bers to the higher judici-
ary said on Tuesday that
the names of advocates
Anish Dayal and Amit
Sharma recommended for
elevation as judges of the
Delhi High Court in

November, 2021 have been
cleared.

There was no word yet
on the elevation of advo-
cate Saurabh Kripal as a
judge of the Delhi High
Court. His name is still
pending with the govern-
ment.

Similarly, the name of
advocate Wasim Sadiq
Nargal, who was recom-
mended by the top court
collegium in 2017 for eleva-
tion as a judge of the
Jammu and Kashmir High
Court, has also been
cleared, they said.

His name is one of the
oldest recommendations

made by the SC Collegium.
The Collegium had in 2021
reiterated his name to the
government.

The name of a woman
judicial officer from West
Bengal for appointment as
a judge of the Calcutta
High Court has also been
cleared, they said.

Her name was also
pending with the govern-
ment for some time now.

Their warrants of ap-
pointment are likely to be
issued soon, they said.

Some judicial officers
are also likely to be ap-
pointed as judges of the
Patna High Court.

HC judges: Govt clears some pending
SC Collegium recommendations

Chennai, May 31 (PTI) 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s pro-peo-
ple initiatives especially
the thrust on social wel-
fare alleviated the people’s
hardships and improved
the quality of their lives,
Union Minister of State for
Information &
Broadcasting and
Fisheries L Murugan, said
on Tuesday.

The benefits accruing
from the numerous
schemes of the Modi gov-
ernment are manifold and
they touched upon the
lives of the poor, ryots and
other sections, making a
positive impact, he
claimed. “Gone are those
days when people experi-
enced difficulties in ob-
taining a LPG connection.
Now the connections can

be got by merely sending
an SMS,” the Minister said
while speaking at a func-
tion held here to mark the
completion of eight years
of the BJP-led government
at the Centre.

About 32 lakh house-
holds in Tamil Nadu have
benefitted from the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana scheme for provid-
ing LPG connections to
women from Below
Poverty Line (BPL) house-
holds. This apart, 1.27
crore drinking water con-
nections have been provid-
ed in the state under the
Jal Jeevan Mission,
Murugan said.

“Today the Prime
Minister released the 11th
instalment of financial
benefits under the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-

KISAN) scheme to the
farmers, enabling the
transfer of Rs 21,000 crore
to over 10 crore beneficiary
farmer families,” the
Union Minister said while
inaugurating a farmers
meeting here.

The Jan Dhan bank ac-
count scheme, the housing
for all and developmental
projects were among the
numerous initiatives that
had improved the quality
of people’s lives, he
claimed. Also, the Central
government has proposed
to invest Rs 20,000 crore in
Tamil Nadu for fisheries
projects such as cold stor-
age, setting up of fish pro-
cessing plant and deep sea
aquaculture. “Five fishing
harbours including
Kasimedu in Chennai
would be modernised
soon,” Murugan said.

Over 50 per
cent polling in
Champawat

Dehradun, May 31 (PTI)
Polling for the by-election
to the Champawat assem-
bly seat in Uttarakhand to
decide the fate of Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami recorded a voter
turnout of more than 50
per cent till 3 pm on
Tuesday.

The voting began at 7
am and will go on till 5 pm.

By 3 pm, 51.83 per cent of
voters cast their votes,
Champawat District
Magistrate Narendra
Singh Bhandari told PTI.

Dhami, who lost from
Khatima in the state as-
sembly polls held in
February, is trying his
luck from Champawat to
become an MLA a consti-
tutional requirement he
needs to fulfil within six
months of being sworn in
as chief minister.

Modi’s welfare schemes improved
quality of people’s lives: Murugan

‘BJP lacks numbers, to indulge
in horse-trading’
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BRIEF
Sievierodonetsk captured

Kyiv: The mayor of
Sievierodonetsk says
Russian forces have
taken around half of
the city in eastern
Ukraine. Oleksandr
Striuk told The
Associated Press in a
phone interview
Tuesday that heavy
fighting is ongoing
and artillery bombard-
ments threaten the
lives of the thousands
of civilians still shel-
tering in the ruined
city. Half of the city
has been captured by
the Russians and
fierce street fighting is
under way, Striuk said.
The situation is very
serious and the city is
essentially being de-
stroyed ruthlessly
block by block. He
added that the
Ukrainian military
continues to resist this
frenzied push and ag-
gression by Russian
forces.

Pacific tour
Wellington: China’s
Foreign Minister Wang
Yi arrived in Tonga on
Tuesday as he contin-
ued his regional island-
hopping tour a day after
failing to ink an ambi-
tious deal with 10 South
Pacific nations. While
Wang didn’t manage to
get consensus on the
multilateral security
and economic plan at a
meeting in Fiji after
several nations voiced
concerns, he has been
notching up smaller
wins by signing bilater-
al agreements with the
countries he’s been vis-
iting, and he signed
more deals in Tonga.
His tour comes amid
growing international
concerns about
Beijing’s military and
financial ambitions in
the region.

Woman gangrape 
Lahore: Three peo-
ple were arrested by
Pakistan Railways
police on Tuesday for
their alleged involve-
ment in the gang
rape of a woman in a
passenger train. The
incident took place
on May 27 when the
woman, in her mid-
20s, was travelling
from Multan to
Karachi in Zakriya
Express. “We have
arrested all three
suspects, the train
staffers of a private
firm, from different
parts of Punjab
province,” Inspector
General Pakistan
Railways Faisal
Shahkaar told a
press conference
here. He said the ar-
rested have been
identified as Zahid
and Zohaib (ticket
checkers) and Aqib
(in-charge of ticket
checkers).

Islamabad/Peshawar, May 31 (PTI)

The Pakistan govern-
ment and the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) have agreed to extend
the ceasefire indefinitely
amidst ongoing negotia-
tions between the two sides
to end the nearly two
decades of militancy in the
tribal region, bordering
Afghanistan.

The ceasefire, which was
to come to an end on the
night of May 30, has been
extended for an indefinite
period, sources told PTI.

The extension in cease-
fire indicates significant
progress in talks between
the two sides in the Afghan
capital Kabul, Dawn news-
paper reported on Tuesday,
citing sources familiar with
the development. The TTP,
also known as the Pakistan
Taliban, was set up as an
umbrella group of several
militant outfits in 2007. Its
main aim is to impose its

strict brand of Islam across
Pakistan.

The group, which is be-
lieved to be close to al-
Qaeda, has been blamed for
several deadly attacks
across Pakistan, including
an attack on army head-
quarters in 2009, assaults on
military bases and the 2008
bombing of the Marriott
Hotel in Islamabad.

Citing Sources, the paper
said that the two sides had
agreed to extend the cease-
fire and continue peace
talks following separate
meetings with Mullah
Muhammad Hassan
Akhund, acting Prime
Minister of the Taliban-led
Afghanistan government, at
his office the other day.

These sources said that in
his meetings with the two
sides, the septuagenarian
leader expressed his desire
that the talks and ceasefire
should be allowed to contin-
ue without any cut-off date.

In a subsequent joint

meeting, the two sides
agreed to extend the cease-
fire indefinitely and pursue
negotiations to end the con-
flict that has seen mass dis-
location and killings of
thousands of people in
Pakistan’s tribal region and
the country at large.

Afghanistan’s interim
Taliban government

spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid and TTP
spokesman Muhammad
Khurasani had issued state-
ments early this month, an-
nouncing extension in the
ceasefire till May 30.

No official statement has
been issued so far regarding
the indefinite extension in
ceasefire.

Pak govt, TTP agree to extend ceasefire indefinitely
amidst ongoing negotiations to end militancy

‘Imran’s supporters were carrying
automatic weapons at Azadi rally’

IIssllaammaabbaadd,,  MMaayy  3311  ((PPTTII)):: Pakistan’s Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif has claimed that protesters in the Azadi March were car-
rying not only guns but also automatic weapons on the orders
of ousted prime minister Imran Khan.

In an interview to Geo TV on Monday, Asif said the protest-
ers at the Azadi rally were carrying weapons on Khan’s
orders.Imran Khan is right, his party workers were not only
carrying guns, but they also had automatic firearms. Imran
Khan had asked protestors to bring weapons in the long
march, however, the government was aware of that, he said.

Asif was replying to a question on a recent interview of
Khan in a private news channel in which he confirmed that his
party’s workers were carrying firearms during the ‘Azadi
March’.

Brussels, May 31 (AP)

In the most significant
effort yet to punish
Russia for its war in
Ukraine, the European
Union agreed to ban the
overwhelming majority
of Russian oil imports
after tense negotiations
that exposed the cracks in
European unity.

From the moment
Russia invaded on Feb. 24,
the West has sought to hit
Moscow’s lucrative ener-
gy sector to cut off fund-
ing for its war. But any
such move is a double-
edged sword, especially in
Europe, which relies on
the country for 25% of its
oil and 40% of its natural
gas. European countries
that are even more heavi-
ly dependent on Russia
have been especially re-
luctant to act. In a move
unthinkable just months
ago, EU leaders agreed
late Monday to cut
around 90% of all
Russian oil imports over

the next six months.
In response to the EU’s

decision, Mikhail
Ulyanov, Russia’s perma-
nent representative to in-
ternational organizations
in Vienna, took to Twitter,
saying: Russia will find
other importers.

Russia has not shied
away from withholding its
energy supplies, despite

the economic damage it
could suffer as a result.
And Russian energy giant
Gazprom announced it
would cut natural gas sup-
plies to Dutch trader
GasTerra on Tuesday and
it is considering cutting
off Denmark. It’s already
turned the taps off in
Bulgaria, Poland and
Finland.

In major blow, EU bans imports
of most Russian oil

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen,
right, and Denmarks Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen
greet each other before the second days session of an ex-
traordinary meeting of EU leaders to discuss Ukraine, en-
ergy and food security at the Europa building in Brussels,
Tuesday.

London, May 31 (PTI) 

British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson has spoken
to his Pakistani counter-
part, Shehbaz Sharif, for
the first time since the lat-
ter’s election last month to
discuss a range of topics,
including bilateral trade
and the Russia-Ukraine
conflict.

Downing Street said the
call between the leaders on
Monday evening focussed
on regional and interna-
tional affairs, including
the role of a new UK Trade
Envoy to Pakistan
Conservative member of
Parliament Mark
Eastwood appointed last
year.

Johnson also thanked
Pakistan for help in relo-
cating Afghans to the UK

after the Taliban takeover
of Kabul.

Welcoming the United
Kingdom and Pakistan’s
strong partnership over
the past 75 years, the
Prime Minister said the
relationship is incarnated
in the close ties between
our people, a Downing
Street spokesperson said
in a readout of the call.

They agreed to strength-
en those ties further and
boost trade and invest-
ment, with the Prime
Minister highlighting the
appointment of a new UK
Trade Envoy to Pakistan
to drive those efforts, the
spokesperson said.

The readout added: On
international affairs,
Prime Minister Sharif
recognised the UK’s ef-
forts to address the crisis

in Ukraine, and the lead-
ers agreed on the impor-
tance of ending the im-
mense human suffering
and global economic insta-
bility caused by the inva-
sion.

The Prime Minister
thanked Pakistan for their
help in relocating Afghans
to the UK after the Taliban
takeover of Kabul. The
leaders welcomed ongoing
cooperation and commit-
ted to work together to
support a more peaceful
and tolerant Afghanistan,
noting the importance of
ensuring girls can go to
school.

Sharif is said to have
passed on his congratula-
tions on Queen Elizabeth
II’s upcoming Platinum
Jubilee celebrations this
weekend.

Johnson discusses trade, Ukraine,
Afghanistan with Sharif

Kathmandu, May 31 (PTI) :

The bodies of 22 people,
including four Indians,
killed in the plane crash in
Nepal’s mountainous
Mustang district on
Sunday, have been brought
to Kathmandu where the
mortal remains would be
handed over to their fami-
lies after the post-mortem
on Tuesday.

The Canadian-built tur-
boprop Twin Otter 9N-
AET plane was carrying
four Indians, two
Germans and 13 Nepali
passengers, besides a
three-member Nepali
crew when it crashed

minutes after taking off
from the tourist city of

Pokhara, officials said.
Rescuers on Monday

recovered 21 bodies from
the wreckage site of the
plane belonging to Tara
Air. On Tuesday, the last
body was also retrieved
from the wreckage site.

According to
T r i b h u v a n
International Airport
(TIA) General Manager
Prem Nath Thakur, the
bodies of 10 victims
were brought on
Monday evening and the
bodies of the remaining
12 were brought here by
a Nepal Army helicopter
on Tuesday.

Bodies of all 22 victims of Nepal plane crash
brought to Kathmandu for post-mortem

Family members mourn as they wait to receive the bodies
of victims of a plane crash at a hospital in Kathmandu,
Nepal, Tuesday.

Taipei, May 31 (AP)

US Senator Tammy
Duckworth on Tuesday
reiterated America’s
support for Taiwan on
her second visit in a
year to the self-govern-
ing island claimed by
China.

Duckworth, meeting
with Taiwan President
Tsai Ing-wen, empha-
sized the close econom-
ic, political and security
relations between
Taipei and Washington.

China sent 30 military
aircraft toward the is-
land on Monday in an
ongoing campaign of
regular flights.
Taiwan’s Defence
Ministry said it re-
sponded by scrambling
jets, putting air defense
missile systems on alert
and issuing radio warn-

ings.Duckworth said
she wanted to empha-
sise our support for
Taiwan security”. The
former Army helicopter
pilot and lieutenant
colonel in the National
Guard cited strong bi-
partisan backing for a
bill she has put forward
promoting cooperation
between Taiwan’s
armed forces and the
National Guard.

I do want to say that it
is more than just about
military. It’s also about
the economy, the Illinois
Democrat told Tsai.

Tsai thanked the US
government and
Congress for the impor-
tance they place on
peace and stability
across the Taiwan
Strait,” as well as
Duckworth herself for
keeping a close watch

on Taiwan related secu-
rity issues .

China said it strongly
deplores Duckworth’s
visit. Taiwan is a
province of China, and
there is no so-called
president, Foreign
Ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian said. He
urged the US to end all
official contacts with
Taiwan. The US govern-
ment has recently sent a
series of erroneous sig-
nals on the Taiwan
issue, he said. What the
US government should
do is to put into practice
President Biden’s re-
marks that the US does
not seek a new Cold War
with China, does not
aim to change China’s
system...and does not
support Taiwan inde-
pendence.”US President
Joe Biden said on a re-

cent trip to Japan and
South Korea that the US
would intervene mili-
tarily if China were to
invade Taiwan.

Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine has put China’s
threats against Taiwan
under new focus,
prompting increased
backing for arms sales
and political support
from Democrats and
Re publicans.China
upped the ante further
in May, reaching out to
the Solomon Islands
and nine other island
nations with a sweeping
security proposal that,
even if only partially re-
alised, could give it a
presence in the Pacific
much nearer Hawaii,
Australia, New Zealand
and on the doorstep of
the strategic American
territory of Guam.

US senator visits Taiwan as China ups military threat

Copenhagen, May 31 

(AP) Historically skepti-
cal about European Union
efforts to deepen coopera-
tion, Danish voters on
Wednesday will choose
whether to abandon the
country’s decision three
decades ago to opt out of
the bloc’s common defence
policy. The Danish referen-
dum comes as the latest ex-
ample of European coun-
tries seeking closer de-
fence links with allies in
response to Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine. It follows
Sweden and Finland’s
historic bids to join

NATO - something to be
taken up at a summit next
month.

Denmark joining the EU
defence policy would have
a relatively modest impact
on Europe’s security archi-
tecture, particularly com-
pared to Sweden and
Finland joining NATO. But
Christine Nissen, a re-
searcher with the Danish
Institute for International
Studies, said both moves

are part of the same story,
and would strengthen mili-
tary cooperation on a conti-
nent stunned by the war in
Ukraine.

She said the main effect
of abandoning the opt-out
decision would be that
Danish officials could stay
in the room when EU col-
leagues discuss defence
topics and Danish forces
could take part in the bloc’s
military operations.

Denmark holds referendum on
EU defence amid Ukraine war

How is monkeypox
spreading?

The first patient in the cur-
rent outbreak had returned to
the UK from travels to Nigeria
where monkeypox is endemic.
However, cases are now
spreading among people who
have not travelled to west or
central Africa, suggesting
local transmission is occur-
ring. Monkeypox usually
spreads by close contact and
respiratory droplets. However,
sexual transmission (via
semen and/or vaginal fluid)
has been posited as an addi-
tional possible route. The
World Health Organization
(WHO) says: “Studies are need-
ed to better understand this
risk.” Most cases in the cur-
rent outbreak have been in
youngish men, but the virus
can spread to anyone.

What are the symptoms?
Early symptoms are flu-like,

such as a fever, headaches,
aching muscles and swollen
lymph nodes.

Once the fever breaks, a rash
can develop, often beginning
on the face and then spreading
to other parts of the body –
most commonly the palms of
the hands and soles of the feet.

How deadly is monkey-
pox?

Monkeypox is mostly a mild,
self-limiting disease lasting
two-to-three weeks. However,
in some cases, it can cause
death. According to the WHO,
the fatality rate “in recent
times” has been around 3% to
6%. The west African monkey-

pox virus is considered to be
milder than the central
African one. Monkeypox tends
to cause more serious disease
in people who are immuno-
compromised – such as those
undergoing chemotherapy –
and children. There have been
no deaths from monkeypox in
the current worldwide out-
break, but, according to the
Daily Telegraph, one child in
the UK is in intensive care
with the disease.

Why is it called monkey-
pox?

Monkeypox was first identi-
fied in laboratory monkeys
(macaques) in Denmark in
1958, hence the name. However,
monkeys don’t seem to be the
natural hosts of the virus. It is
more commonly found in rats,
mice and squirrels. The first
case in humans was seen in
the 1970s in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.

Is monkeypox related to
smallpox and chickenpox?

Monkeypox is related to
smallpox – they are both or-
thopoxviruses – but it is not re-
lated to chickenpox. Despite
the name, chickenpox is a her-
pes virus, not a poxvirus. (How
“chicken” got in the name is
not entirely clear. In his dic-
tionary of 1755, Samuel
Johnson surmised that it is so
named because it is “of no
very great danger”.)
Nevertheless, the vesicles (lit-
tle pus-filled blisters) caused
by monkeypox are similar in
appearance to those of chick-
enpox.

Are cases likely to contin-
ue rising?

Cases are likely to continue
to rise significantly over the
next two-to-three weeks, but
this is not another pandemic
in the making. Monkeypox
doesn’t spread anywhere near
as easily as the airborne virus
SARS-CoV-2 that causes
COVID-19.

Has monkeypox evolved to
be more virulent?

RNA viruses, such as SARS-
CoV-2, don’t have the ability to
check their genetic code for
mistakes each time they repli-
cate, so they tend to evolve
faster. Monkeypox is a DNA
virus, which does have the
ability to check itself for genet-
ic mistakes each time it repli-
cates, so it tends to mutate a lot
slower. The first genome se-
quence of the current out-
break (from a patient in
Portugal) suggests that the
virus is very similar to the
monkeypox strain that was
circulating in 2018 and 2019 in
the UK, Singapore and Israel.
So it is unlikely that the cur-
rent outbreak is the result of a
mutated virus that is better at
spreading.

How is monkeypox diag-
nosed?

In the UK, swab samples
taken from the patient are sent
to a specialist laboratory that
handles rare pathogens, where
a PCR test is run to confirm
monkeypox. The UK Health
Security Agency has only one
rare and imported pathogens
laboratory.

Is there a vaccine for it?
Vaccines for smallpox,

which contain the lab-made
vaccinia virus, can protect
against monkeypox. However,
the vaccine that was used to
eradicate smallpox can have
severe side-effects, killing
around one in a million people
vaccinated. The only vaccine
specifically approved for mon-
keypox, Imvanex, is made by a
company called Bavarian
Nordic. It uses a nonreplicat-
ing form of vaccinia, which
causes fewer side-effects. It
was approved by the US Food
and Drug Administration and
the European Medicines
Agency in 2019 – but only for
use in people 18 years of age or
older. UK health secretary
Sajid Javid said that the UK
government will be stocking
up on vaccines that are effec-
tive against monkeypox. The
UK currently has about 5,000
doses of smallpox vaccine,
which has an efficacy of
around 85% against monkey-
pox.

Are there drugs to treat
it?

There are no specific drugs
to treat monkeypox. However,
antivirals such as cidofovir
and brincidofovir have been
proven to be effective against
poxviruses in animals and
may also be effective against
monkeypox infections in hu-
mans.

Writer is Professor of
Microbial Evolution at The
Milner Centre for Evolution,
University of Bath
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Mockery of
investigation

Just a few days ago MP HC had
delivered a Judgement when a stu-
dent who was studying in Fourth
year MBBS course was falsely
implicated in a criminal case and
remained in the jail for number of
years and the court had passed the
stringent strictures against the
investigation agencies and ques-
tioned who is responsible for false-
ly implicating the innocent student
who at that time was studying in
Fourth year of MBBS degree. Now
present case is of Aryan Khan who
had been also implicated in false
case just for the purpose of exor-
tion of money and such type of
witch-hunting in the name of law
should be stopped immediately.
The chargesheet filed by NCB
dropping the case against Aryan
because of "no evidence" provides
anti-climax episode. It also puts a
question on the courts which failed
to live up to the basic of justice
that an accused is innocent until
proven guilty and the bail and not
the jail during the period of trial.
Even during trial it was presented
as if Aryan had international drug
connections. Now department had
dropped all charges against son of
Actor Shahrukh Khan  and it is
clear that someone wanted to
remain Aryan in Jail for fulfilment
of malicious designs so that image
may be fully tarnished of the actor.
For this bootched investigation
responsible Officials should be
appropriately punished and which
will be lesson for others and if no
punishment is given for such
erring Officials there can not be
any improvement in the system.
Both above cases relate to false
implication of innocents. and is

totally mockery of investigation.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

Night driving risks
Though the Centre and the various
State road transport authorities
and the police take all necessary
measures and often come out with
awareness tips and caution drivers
to be extra -careful during night
driving to avoid and minimize acci-
dents, it is unfortunate that acci-
dents continue to occur due to
negligence, carelessness and rash-
ness on the roads. Night accidents
have become a common sight on
our roads and the main reason for
this is carelessness, drowsiness
and total ignorance of the norms
drivers have to follow during night
trips. Most often, fatal nocturnal
accidents happen due to drunken
driving, sleepiness and tiredness.
Drowsy driving is a major problem
and heavy disasters occur when
those at the wheel, who got to
have their eyes wide open, nod off
for a second out of drowsiness.
Many a tragic incident has
occurred because of drowsy driv-
ing. Drowsiness occurs when driv-
ers do not have proper rest and
sleep. It is unfortunate that though
the transport department, the
police authority and other stake-
holders do come out with stern
warning whenever such accidents
happen, it is forgotten just after a
few days. Night patrolling, check-
ing and lessening the speed of
heavy vehicles, shift work scrutiny,
anti-sleep devices in drivers' cab-
ins, cautioning and alerting drivers
to avoid medication and strict pro-
hibition of consuming alcohol
while driving have to be imple-
mented. Resting places or zones
for heavy vehicle drivers must be
provided. 

MM  PPrraaddyyuu,,  KKaannnnuurr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

Medha Anand@
MedhaAnand2

When daughter wears
dad's shoes , this is the

smile that comes natural-
ly. The sense of pride on
his face is worth all the
hard work I did in my

life. Happy to see him so
proud! #SareeLove

#DadDaughter #Grateful

AAnniill  KKaappoooorr@@AAnniillKKaappoooorr
Dedicating the 25th Year of my

personal favourite film Virasat to
one of the the best 

producers I have ever worked
with! #MushirRiaz

SShhuubbhhaannggii  SShhaarrmmaa@@IIttssSShhuubbhhaannggii
Clear video evidence shows that
not only was there a Shivling at
the Wuzukhana, it was also tam-
pered with to fuel the “fountain”

theory. The fountain 
cabal must never be forgotten or
forgiven for its shameless unre-

lenting spins on history.

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr@@
SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr

People in Simla concerned
about excessive security

arrangements for PM’s visit
tomorrow:“life has come to
a complete standstill here

w/basic rights of movement
on Mall road &Ridge com-
pletely restricted. No one
being allowed to go about

their daily work life.” 
Is this necessary?

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa@@hhvvggooeennkkaa
Two beautiful gardens….two beautiful sculptures….two different homes of the two richest Indians

JJaayy  SShhaahh@@JJaayySShhaahh
I'm pleased to announce a prize
money of INR 1.25 crores for the

men who gave us the best games in
#TATAIPL 2022. The unsung heroes

- our curators and groundsmen
across 6 IPL venues this season.

We must shun the habit of putting every sort of blame on our judicial
process in not having disposal of cases expedited. The reasons for pro-
longed litigations, entangled procedural delays hence cases piling up
are many for which a rethinking , evolving strategies and devising bet-
ter ways to present, handle and follow up cases in the courts is
required now as never before. We know a large number of court cases
emanate from the Government due to certain decisions felt or taken
as unfavourable by the ”aggrieved” parties or the claim of denial of
the rightful dues of various hues from the Government to individuals
or groups of individuals , therefore, the Government (Departments)
facing the judicial process both as petitioner as well as respondent
means, as a natural corollary, number of cases to be handled by its
Law Officers. However, it would be quite interesting to note, as to gen-
erally speaking, what remains the status of these cases and whether
they are handled quite professionally and meticulously by the Law
Officers who are assigned the duty by the Government to file and pur-
sue such cases in the courts. Well, the observation and facts reveal not
an overall satisfactory picture. Delays are caused and what more dis-
turbing could it be than delays taking place in deciding the cases.
Justice delayed is basically compared with justice denied and verily ,
therefore, the High Court has rightly advised the Government to come
up with a better plan which would revolve around the premise of
avoiding delays in disposal of cases. The question , therefore, is that
should the entire process right from the way and the manner of allo-
cations of cases to Law Officers to follow up and to the stage of the
decision conveyed, be looked into afresh with intent to minimise , if
not avoid altogether, the delays caused. The court having advised the
Government on these lines and specifically what ought to be done is
really commendable and must be followed in letter and spirit. Allot
rather assign one court to each Government counsel and irrespective
of which particular department or wing, is what the court has sug-
gested to the Government. What that entails is that the concerned
counsel may not as such be required to run from one to the other court
to attend to such cases thus not being in a position to attending whole-
heartedly all the cases entrusted to him/ her by the prevalent system.
Not only that in such circumstances where the concern of the Law
Officer/ Counsel remains confined to a particular court only the court
may,therefore, get due and required ”assistance” from such counsel to
help in cutting on delays and deciding cases expeditiously. It may be
reiterated that the Government both as petitioner as well as respon-
dent , as the case may be , is entitled to the right to a speedy trial but
inept handling and pursuing of cases by its counsels/law officers often
lead to considerable delays. The fact that despite several statutes pro-
viding for time schedules for disposal of cases , yet the same remains
unfulfilled and thus remaining a distant dream. Delays cause piling of
cases undecided, delays cause more costs and avoidable expenses,
delays cause anguish and perpetual tension, delays cause a feeling to
be nursed about justice denied thus requiring rescheduling, revamp-
ing , relocating and rethinking to come up with better plans and
strategies even we can call these as small reforms. Not that the robust
judicial system is not aware of the phenomenon and till the system is
bettered through a legislation , there are several guidelines through
judgments of High Courts and Supreme Court that can be relied upon
for cutting on delays and expediting trials/ hearings . The suggestions
/ guidelines from the High Court in respect of assigning one court to
one Government counsel resulted due to a case in respect of Pahalgam
Devlopment Authority where the court observed that the counsel
though present in the concerned court had the file with some other
counsel attending to a case in another court. Simple issues or prob-
lems require simple solutions and if not done in the nick of time, may
lead to complex issues requiring complex solutions. It is, as such , time
to rethinking, redefining and rescheduling to take place to achieve
better results on the ground. The suggestions of the High Court, there-
fore, are worth to be strictly followed.

Devising strategies for better
management of cases 

The  Reserve  Bank  has  recently  cancelled  thecertificate  of  regis-
tration  issued  to  five  Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) —
UMBSecurities and Anashri Finvest (both Bengaluru-based), Chadha
Finance (New Delhi), Alexcy Tracon(Kolkata)    and    Jhuria    Financial
Services(Guwahati) — due to irregular lending practices.The certifi-
cates of  these NBFCs have been cancelledon account of violation of
RBI’s guidelines onoutsourcing and Fair Practices Code in their digi-
tallending operations undertaken through thirdparty apps. This was
considered detrimental to public interest, said the Central bank’s
statement. The    number    of    non-banking    financialcompanies
(NBFCs) has grown exponentially inIndia. They have emerged as
important players inthe country’s economy for financial stability and-
inclusion. Their significance can be simply gaugedfrom the fact that
they have expanded the reach offinancial inclusion by bringing
MSMEs under theirumbrella—a sector that is a crucial growth
enginebut has largely remained underserved. Over theyears, small
businesses have found it difficult toavail loans owing to complexities
and limitations.Here the NBFCs have aided them by putting their-
weight behind them through MSME lending. It is agreat support,
especially in a sector whose only 8per cent is served by formal cred-
it channels, as per areport. The NBFCs have gained an edge
here?bybeing credit providers, especially at the bottomlevels across
locations. Smaller businesses also findthem viable for quick disbursal
of loans, flexiblerates and lenient eligibility criteria.
Additionally,NBFCs have utilised innovation in lending to theMSMEs
which has resulted in greater outreach andnotably accessible, reli-
able and smooth gateway toloans for small businesses which was
earlier verylimited. Undoubtedly, NBFCs have been significant in
strengthening this sector. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has just
takenthe   right   step   by   coming   out   with   assetclassification
norms for NBFCs which will putthem   at   par   with   banks.   Under
new   NPAclassification norms, firstly, the country’s centralbank  has
mandated  that  all  NBFCs  would  berequired to collect the entire
arrears of interest andprincipal to reclassify a non-performing asset
tostandard asset in line with banks. Secondly, allNBFCs  have  to  clas-
sify  their  account  as  NPAexactly after 90 days from the overdue
date unlikethe present practice of starting 90 days from theend of the
month in which the account becomes overdue. The latest NPA classi-
fication norms come afterRBI’s observations on some lending institu-
tionsthat upgraded accounts to standard category uponpayment of
only interest overdue, partial overdueor others. Additionally, the cur-
rent norms say thatthe amount will be treated as overdue if it is not-
paid on the due date fixed by the bank. This willbring   more   trans-
parency   as   in   many   loanagreements, the fixed due dates are not
clearlyspecified which earlier left scope for differentinterpretations.
This move is to bring improvedconsistency in accounting among
NBFCs. This isall the more important as currently many NBFCsare try-
ing to reinvent themselves to become full-fledged  banks  to  stay
ahead  in  the  financial markets.

RBI cracks downon 
erring NBFCs
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A visitor poses for a photograph with women wearing flower themed dresses at the 2022 RHS Chelsea Flower Show in London.
The Chelsea flower show is held annually in the grounds of the Royal Hospital Chelsea.

Monkeypox Q & A: how do you catch it and what are the risks? 

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann
SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

I am surprised that the Avadi Police
Station near Chennai has started

harassing our VHS youngster Karthi
Gopinath because he had collected
funds from public to repair a tem-
ple. This violates Article 25 of the
Constitution and hence I will file a

case against the Police.

CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW

The latest outbreak of monkeypox has, at the
time of writing, reached 17 countries with 110
confirmed cases and a further 205 suspected
cases. It’s a fast-moving story, so if you need to
catch up on the latest, here are answers to some
of the most pressing questions.
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Foreign investment

Noida: Companies
from countries like
the US, the UK, Japan,
Canada, Germany,
Hong Kong and
Singapore will soon
bring in foreign in-
vestment worth
around Rs 7,500 crore
in Uttar Pradesh, in-
cluding Gautam
Buddh Nagar, state
Cabinet Minister
Nand Gopal Gupta
'Nandi' said on
Monday. Gupta, the
minister for industri-
al development, ex-
port promotion, NRI
and investment pro-
motion, credited Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath for im-
proving the law and
order situation in the
state which has result-
ed in a conducive at-
mosphere for foreign
investment.

Export ban
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has no plans
to ban or impose curbs
on export of either bas-
mati or non-basmati
rice as the country has
sufficient supplies and
prices are under con-
trol, a senior govern-
ment official said on
Tuesday. The com-
ments come amid re-
ports of regulating
overseas sale of rice
after the government
banned wheat exports
and capped shipment
of sugar at 10 million
tonnes in the ongoing
2021-22 marketing year
(October-September)
as a precautionary step
to check local prices.

Stagflationary risk

New Delhi:Chief
Economic Adviser V
Anantha Nageswaran
on Tuesday ruled out
the risk of stagflation
for India, saying the
economy is better
placed than other na-
tions.Stagflation is the
phase when an econo-
my faces moderation in
GDP growth as well as
high inflation.
"Stagflationary risk to
India quite low com-
pared to other coun-
tries," he said. He fur-
ther said India is better
placed than many other
nations as the financial
sector of the country is
in better shape to sup-
port growth.

Insurance premium
New Delhi:The in-
crease in the Third-
Party (TP) motor insur-
ance premium would
further dent the efforts
of the two-wheeler in-
dustry to come out of
the challenging market
conditions, TVS Motor
Company said on
Monday. The automo-
bile industry has been
impacted by a series of
headwinds, leading to a
steady increase in two-
wheeler prices, TVS
Motor Company
Director and CEO K N
Radhakrishnan said in
a statement. In addi-
tion to the pandemic
woes, the ongoing
shortage of semicon-
ductor chips, high raw
material cost, and in-
creasing fuel prices
have impacted de-
mand, he added.

GARIB KALYAN SAMMELAN

Union Minister for Commerce & Industry, Consumer
Affairs, Food & Public Distribution and Textiles Piyush
Goyal addresses the ‘Garib Kalyan Sammelan’ in Shimla
through a video conference, in New Delhi. 

New Delhi, May 31:  

India's economy grew by
4.1 per cent in the January-
March quarter of 2021-22,
pushing the annual
growth rate to 8.7 per cent
on account of better per-
formance by manufactur-
ing, mining and construc-
tion sectors, official data
showed on Tuesday. In the
previous fiscal 2020-21, the
economy had contracted
by 6.6 per cent as the
COVID-19 pandemic dis-
rupted business activities.

China had registered
economic growth of 4.8 per
cent in the first three
months of 2022. The 4.1 per
cent expansion during the
January-March period of
2021-22 is the lowest quar-
terly growth in the last fis-
cal. The growth was 20.1
per cent, 8.4 per cent, and
5.4 per cent, in the first,
second and third quarters,
respectively, as per the data
released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO).

The GDP had grown by 2.5
per cent in the January-
March quarter in the pre-
vious year.

The NSO, in its second
advance estimate released
in February, had projected
the GDP growth during
2021-22 at 8.9 per cent.

The Economic Survey
tabled in Parliament in
February had estimated
the GDP growth for the
current fiscal (2022-23) in
the range of 8 - 8.5 per cent.
According to the NSO data,
India's real GDP grew to Rs
147.36 lakh crore from Rs
135.58 lakh crore in 2020-21.
Gross value added (GVA)
growth during the fiscal
ending March 2022 was at
8.1 per cent as against a
contraction 4.8 per cent in
the preceding year.

The GVA growth in the
manufacturing sector ac-
celerated to 9.9 per cent
during the year as against
a contraction of 0.6 per
cent earlier. GVA growth
in both mining and con-

struction was 11.5 per cent.
These two large segments
of the economy had con-
tracted in the COVID-hit
2020-21. However, agricul-
ture sector growth deceler-
ated to 3 per cent from 3.3
per cent in FY21.
Electricity, gas, water sup-
ply and other utility serv-
ices segment grew by 7.5
per cent during 2021-22.
The segment had contract-
ed by 3.6 per cent in the
previous fiscal.

GVA growth in services
sector -- trade, hotel, trans-
port, communication and
services related to broad-
casting -- was 11.1 per cent
during 2021-22 as against a
contraction of 20.2 per cent
in the previous year.
Financial, real estate and
professional services grew
by 4.2 per cent in the year
over 2.2 per cent earlier.
Public administration, de-
fence and other services
posted 12.6 per cent growth
against (-)5.5 per cent in
2020-21.

"Real GDP at Constant
(2011-12) Prices in the year
2021-22 is estimated to at-
tain a level of Rs 147.36
lakh crore, as against the
First Revised Estimate of
Rs 135.58 lakh crore for the
year 2020-21. "The growth
in GDP during 2021-22 is es-
timated at 8.7 percent as
compared to a contraction
of 6.6 percent in 2020-21,"
the NSO said. Also, nomi-
nal GDP or GDP at
Current Prices in 2021-22
was estimated at Rs 236.65
lakh crore, as against Rs
198.01 lakh crore in 2020-21,
showing a growth of 19.5
per cent. As per the NSO
data, per capita income
(based on net national in-
come) during 2021-22 was
Rs 1.5 lakh per annum at
current prices, up from
1,26,855 in 2020-21, showing
a growth of 18.3 per cent.
However, at constant
prices, per capita annual
income works out to be Rs
91,481, up 7.5 per cent from
Rs 85,110 in FY21.

India’s GDP expands by 4.1 pc
in Q4, 8.7 pc in FY’22 New Delhi, May 31:  

Fiscal deficit for 2021-22
worked out to be 6.71 per
cent of the gross domestic
product (GDP), lower than
6.9 per cent projected by
the Finance Ministry in
the revised Budget
Estimates, according to
government data released
on Tuesday. Unveiling the
revenue-expenditure data
of the Union government
for 2020-21, the Controller
General of Accounts
(CGA) said that the fiscal
deficit in the absolute
terms was be Rs 15,86,537
crore (provisional).

The revenue deficit at
the end of 2021-22 was 4.37
per cent. For the last finan-
cial year, the government
had initially pegged the
fiscal deficit at 6.8 per cent
of the GDP in the budget
presented in February
2021. The government in
the revised estimates in
the Budget for 2022-23 fore-
cast a higher fiscal deficit
of 6.9 per cent of the GDP
or Rs 15,91,089 crore for the
fiscal ended in March.

Fiscal deficit for
2021-22 at 6.7 pc of

GDP, lower than 
earlier estimate: CGA

Mumbai, May 31: 

Domestic ratings agency
India Ratings  said the GST
has not helped states
achieve the key objective of
boosting their tax revenue.
The rating agency said that
the data does not point to
any benefits to the states in
the last five years since the
implementation of GST
(Goods and Services Tax).
From June this year, the
Centre will stop giving
states any compensation
for tax collection shortfall.
GST compensation for a
five-year period was part of
the agreement between
states and the central gov-
ernment at the time of the
roll-out of the new indirect
tax regime in 2017.

Several states have asked
for an extension of the GST
compensation. However, fi-
nance minister Nirmala

Sitharaman, while present-
ing the Budget for FY23,
has already said that the
compensation period will
not be extended beyond
June 2022. "...the data avail-
able so far does not instill
confidence with respect
(of) GST achieving or is on
course to achieve its two
key objectives, namely it
boosts the tax revenue and
is beneficial for the con-
suming states," the rating
agency said. The share of
state GST (SGST) in States'
Own Tax Revenue (SOTR)
at 55.4 per cent during
FY18-FY21 compared 55.2

per cent during FY14-FY17
indicates that the growth
in both SGST and non-
SGST components of
SOTR has been broadly
similar, it said. "This
means the GST implemen-
tation did not result in any
incremental benefit to the
SOTR. Moreover, SGST
growth at an average 6.7
per cent during FY18-FY21
has been lower than the 9.8
per cent growth recorded
by the taxes subsumed
under GST during FY14-
FY17," it added. Until the
GST implementation, pro-
ducing/exporting states
used to collect VAT (sales
tax) on the sales within the
states and also Central
Sales Tax (CST) of up to 2
per cent on the inter-state
sales, it said. States where
CST was contributing
more than 4.5 per cent to
their SOTR during FY12-

FY17 were Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Meghalaya, Odisha,
Sikkim and Tamil Nadu - a
mix of both producing and
consuming states.

"After the GST imple-
mentation, the proportion
of CST in SOTR declined to
0.95 per cent in FY21 (RE)
from 4.16 per cent in FY17,"
it said. The agency said an-
other way of assessing the
GST performance of states
is to examine the SGST
growth during FY19-FY22,
and pointed out that
Odisha is the only state
having average SGST col-
lection exceeding 14 per
cent with a 20.06 per cent
growth in SGST between
FY19-22, and is followed by
Bihar (13.89 per cent),
Assam, Andhra Pradesh
and Chhatisgarh.

Core sector 
output expands 
by 8.4 pc in April
New Delhi, May 31: 

Eight infrastructure sec-
tors grew by 8.4 per cent in
April against 62.6 per cent
expansion in the year-ago
period, according to offi-
cial data released on
Tuesday. The output of
eight infrastructure sec-
tors of coal, crude oil, nat-
ural gas, refinery prod-
ucts, fertiliser, steel, ce-
ment and electricity had
expanded by 4.9 per cent in
March 2022. The core sec-
tor had witnessed an ex-
ceptionally high growth
rate of 62.6 per cent in
April 2021 mainly due to
the low base effect. The
output of crude oil con-
tracted by 0.9 per cent
against a 2.1 per cent de-
cline in April, the data
showed.

GST has not boosted states’ tax collections: Ind Ra

New Delhi, May 31:  

Power giant NTPC has
come out with its "biodi-
versity policy 2022" for
conservation and restora-
tion of a balanced ecosys-
tem, the power ministry
said on Tuesday.

"The power major aims
to mainstream the concept
of biodiversity across its
value chain and adopt a
precautionary approach
for sustainable manage-
ment of biodiversity in all
the decision-making
processes to ensure the
earth's variety of life in
and around the business
units of NTPC. The policy
also aims to adopt system-
atic consideration of local
threats to biodiversity be-
yond the company's busi-
ness activities," the min-

istry said. As part of its ca-
pacity building, NTPC is
raising awareness among
local communities, em-
ployees and its associates
across the supply chain
about biodiversity
through project-specific
and national level train-
ings in collaboration with
experts, it said. Further,
NTPC will be adhering to
legal compliances with re-
spect to biodiversity by
complying with rules and
regulations related to the
environment, forest,
wildlife, coastal zone and
green cover during plan-
ning and execution of its
projects, the power min-
istry said.

NTPC, under the min-
istry of power, is the coun-
try's largest power produc-
ing company.

NTPC releases 
‘biodiversity policy 2022

New Delhi, May 31: 

The government on
Tuesday raised the pre-
mium for its flagship in-
surance schemes --
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Bima Yojana
(PMJJBY) and Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana (PMSBY) in order
to make them economi-
cally viable. The premi-
um rate of PMJJBY has
been revised upward to
Rs 1.25 per day, translat-
ing into an increase from
Rs 330 to Rs 436 annually.
The annual premium for
PMSBY has been hiked
from Rs 12 to Rs 20, an of-
ficial statement said.

The new premium
rates are effective from
June 1, 2022. In percent-
age terms, the premium
increase is 32 per cent in

case of PMJJBY and 67
per cent for PMSBY. The
decision has been taken
in view of the long-
standing adverse claims
experience of the
schemes, it added.

The number of active
subscribers enrolled
under PMJJBY and
PMSBY as on March 31,
2022 were 6.4 crore and
22 crore, respectively.

Since the launch of
the PMSBY, an amount
of Rs 1,134 crore has
been collected by the im-
plementing insurers to-
wards premium and
claims of Rs 2,513 crore
have been paid as on
March 31, 2022. Further,
an amount of Rs 9,737
crore has been collected
by the implementing in-
surers towards premi-
um and claims of Rs

14,144 crore have been
paid under PMJJBY as
on March 31, 2022.
Claims under both the
schemes have been de-
posited into the bank ac-
counts of the beneficiar-
ies through the direct
benefit transfer (DBT)
route.

The transmission of
benefits through these
schemes were closely
monitored during
COVID-19 and a host of
measures were taken to
simplify the procedures
and expedite claims, in-
cluding, outreach pro-
grammes and messages
from the banks to reach
out to beneficiaries of
the people who died dur-
ing the pandemic, sim-
plifying claims form
and proofs of death and
many more, it said.

Govt raises premium for flagship
insurance schemes PMJJBY, PMSBY

Mumbai, May 31:  

The rupee depreciated
12 paise to close at 77.66
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday,
tracking a negative trend
in domestic equities and
surging crude oil prices. At
the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the rupee
opened lower at 77.65
against the greenback and
finally settled at 77.66,
down 12 paise over its pre-
vious close. During the ses-
sion, the rupee touched an
intra-day low of 77.70 and a
high of 77.62.

On Monday, the rupee
settled at 77.54 against the
US dollar. This is also the
fifth straight monthly de-
cline for the rupee amid
weak risk sentiments, for-
eign fund outflows and

concerns over high infla-
tion. The dollar index,
which gauges the green-
back's strength against a
basket of six currencies,
was trading 0.04 per cent
higher at 101.70.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures ad-
vanced 1.77 per cent to
USD 123.82 per barrel.

According to Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities, the rupee has
become the worst-perform-
ing currency among Asian
currencies and clocked the
fifth monthly decline in a
row in May on the back of
foreign fund outflows and
slower economic growth.
"Risk sentiments re-
mained weak on worries
over hawkish central
banks following higher in-
flation and slower growth
prospectus," Parmar said.
However, the dollar index,
the basket of six curren-
cies, retreated after mak-
ing a multi-year high at 105
as the rest of the global
central banks started play-
ing catch-up with Fed poli-
cy, which has taken some
steam out of the dollar's
rally, Parmar noted.

Rupee slips 12 paise to close
at 77.66 against US dollar

Mumbai, May 31: 

The country's sugar ex-
ports are expected to in-
crease to around 9-10 mil-
lion tonnes in sugar season
2022, beginning October, fol-
lowing lower production in
Brazil due to adverse
weather conditions, accord-
ing to a report.

Ind-Ra expects the total
exports for SS22 (Sugar
Season 2022) to rise to 9-10
million tonnes, surpassing
the previous high of 7.2
million tonnes shipped in
SS21, as the lower produc-
tion in Brazil (which is
down 40 per cent year-on-
year in first 1.5 months
ended mid-May 2022) due to
adverse weather conditions
and delayed harvesting.

Brazil is the largest ex-
porter of sugar, constitut-
ing 35-45 per cent of the
global trade, and a fall in its
exports in the current sea-
son could result in India's
share rising to around 15
per cent, the Ind-Ra report
stated. However, Ind-Ra be-
lieved exports were any-
way unlikely to exceed 10
million tonnes, given the re-
bound in production in
Thailand after two consecu-
tive seasons of decline. As a

result, the restriction is un-
likely to materially affect
the sector, although any is-
sues in the mill-wise ap-
proval process could act as
a dampener, it added.
Meanwhile, with two suc-
cessive seasons of produc-
tion deficit, international
sugar prices hit a five-year
high of over 20 cents per
pound in April 2022, averag-
ing around 19 cents per
pound till now in SS22.
While India's export re-
striction has not affected
prices meaningfully, prices
are likely to remain robust
with a lower cane output
and sugar mix in Brazil,
which bodes well for Indian
exports, Ind-Ra said. It said
that despite producing a
high-quality sugar, the

competitiveness of Indian
exports is affected by the
country's high cane costs
relative to other major pro-
ducers, including Brazil,
Thailand and Australia,
rendering exports unviable
without subsidy until
about a year back. After hit-
ting a historical high of 14.6
million tonnes at the end of
SS19, sugar stocks have
been moderating, it added.
Despite an increase in the
production, higher exports
and diversion towards
ethanol are likely to reduce
the sugar stock further to
around 7 million tonnes at
end-SS22, although still
higher than the normative
carry forward requirement
of around 5.5 million
tonnes.

India’s sugar exports to grow up to 10 mln tonnes
in SS22 on lower output in Brazil: ReportMumbai, May 31:  

Equity benchmarks de-
clined on Tuesday after a
three-day rally, with the
Sensex falling 359.33 points
amid selling in index ma-
jors HDFC, Reliance
Industries and Infosys.
Investors were cautious
ahead of release of GDP
data, while a jump in crude
oil prices also weighed on
market sentiment, traders
said. The 30-share BSE
Sensex went lower by 359.33
points or 0.64 per cent to
settle at 55,566.41. During
the day, it tanked 556.6
points or 0.99 per cent to
55,369.14. The broader NSE
Nifty declined 76.85 points
or 0.46 per cent to end at
16,584.55. From the Sensex
pack, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Sun Pharma, HDFC,
Infosys, State Bank of

India, Axis Bank, Reliance
Industries and HDFC Bank
were the major laggards. In
contrast, M&M, NTPC,
Power Grid, Tech
Mahindra and Tata Steel

were among the gainers.
Elsewhere in Asia, markets
in Seoul, Shanghai and
Hong Kong settled with
gains, while Tokyo ended
marginally lower.

Markets halt 3-day rally; Sensex falls 359 pts

New Delhi, May 31: 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

will on June 6 inaugurate the

iconic week celebrations as

part of the Azadi ka Amrit

Mahotsav (AKAM) during

which Ministries of Finance

and Corporate Affairs will

showcase various initiatives,

including the launch of a cred-

it-linked portal 'Jan Samarth'.

Addressing the curtain-raiser

press conference, Economic

Affairs Secretary said the

Prime Minister will also launch

a special series of coins with

AKAM design which is not a

commemorative coin and will

be part of the circulation.

Financial Services Secretary

Sanjay Malhotra said a credit-

linked portal of 13 schemes of

eight government departments

will be launched by the Prime

Minister on the first day. 

Modi to inaugurate
credit portal, coins with
AKAM design on June 6

Kirti Nagpure on her
role in ‘Pyaar Ka
Pehla Naam
Radha Mohan’

A
ctress Kirti
Nagpure opens up
about her role in

the show 'Pyaar Ka Pehla
Naam Radha Mohan'.

Talking about her char-
acter, Kirti mentions: "I
am excited to play the role
of Tulsi in 'Pyaar ka Pehla
Naam Radha Mohan'. This
role is very different from
other roles which I have
signed up for earlier in my
career."

The 'Desh Ki Beti
Nandini' actress adds
more about her character,
saying: "This is the first
time that I am playing a
fictitious role. Also, I be-
lieve that every role has a
different journey, and
their motives are also dif-
ferent."

"After listening to my
character in the show, I
immediately accepted the
role as this was a unique
character. I hope my char-
acter of Tulsi would be
loved and accepted by the
people," she says.

'Pyaar Ka Pehla Naam
Radha Mohan' airs Zee TV.

‘Wagle Ki Duniya’ back again
with laughter and smiles

S
ony SAB’s most loved slice-of-life show, Wagle Ki Duniya,
is back again with another week filled with moments of
laughter and smiles.

The show has continued to keep the audience hooked to
their screens with its thought-provoking storylines. This time
around, our beloved Senior Wagle Srinivas finds himself in a
rut when faced with acute boredom. The upcoming episodes
highlight the greys of old age and bizarre urges that Srinivas
(Anjan Srivastava) is having to keep himself occupied. Whereas
Rajesh (Sumit Raghavan) and Vandana (Parivas Pranati) are trying
their formulas to stop the madness. Srinivas has nothing to do after
his retirement and is getting more restless each day. He tries to interact
even more with Sakhi and Atharva, but they are busy too. And now he
is on a quest to find distractions. A chance meeting with an old friend
who drives a rickshaw despite being well-settled gives him an idea to do
the same by occupying his time and curb his boredom. So, he sets out
on a mission but soon realizes that it might not be that great of an idea
as no one is able to escape the wrath of the scorching sun and faces the
disappointment of his family as well. Will Srinivas do something
more shocking by the time the family finally understands his need
to be busy? How will the family convince Srinivas to leave the
stubbornness behind and find simpler ways? Watch out for the
answers. Stay tuned to Wagle Ki Duniya from Monday to
Saturday at 9:00 PM only on Sony SAB.

T
he film 'Virata Parvam' starring
Rana Daggubati and Sai Pallavi is
being prepared for release.

It will now be released on June 17, 2022,
according to the latest information. The
producers will apparently make an official
announcement on Monday.

'Virata Parvam' billed as a love story set
against the backdrop of a revolutionary
war, has been postponed several times.
The film, which was supposed to be re-
leased last year, had to be put on hold due
to the pandemic's second wave. Even after
that, the creators decided to keep it unre-
leased for unknown reasons. The makers
of 'Virata Parvam' have planned to start
promoting the film as soon as they an-
nounce the details regarding its prepone-

ment. The film is said to be a love story
about a girl who falls in love with her
favourite revolutionary writer and
their story amidst the war, direct-
ed by Venu Udugula of 'Needi
Naadi Oke Katha' fame.

Priyamani, Nandita Das,
Nivetha Pethuraj, Priyamani,
Eshwari Rao, Ravi Anand,
Naveen Chandra, Zareena
Wahab, and others played
pivotal roles in this film.
Produced by Suresh Babu
and Sudhakar Cherukuri
under Suresh Productions and
Sri Lakshmi Venkateswara
Cinemas banners, the movie
has Suresh Bobbili's music.

ACROSS

1. Backless seat

6. Silent actor

10. Rabbit's kin

14. Bert's buddy

15. Summer coolers

16. Voyaging

17. NYC financial district (2 wds.)

19. Shadowbox

20. James Bond, e.g.

21. Perspire

22. Motionless

23. Hawaiian wreath

24. More rational

26. Ballroom dance

31. Canal country

34. Levels

35. Snooze

37. Light brown

38. Folded tortilla dish

39. Narrates

40. Singer ____ Crosby

41. Ruckus

42. Cindy Crawford, e.g.

43. Male bee

44. Beatle John ____

46. Part of NBA

48. Warning alarm

50. Wind dir.

51. Wonderland girl

53. Classic song

56. Petrol

59. Walk in water

60. Competition

62. December 24 and 31

63. Norway's capital

64. Mr. Claus

65. Small arrow

66. Sharp bark

67. Computer key

DOWN

1. Bastes

2. Ambush

3. Just

4. Olive product

5. Reduces

6. Colt's mom

7. Inspiration

8. Track events

9. CT time zone

10. Hurry

11. Ambition

12. Not imaginary

13. English nobleman

18. Tiny stick

22. Easy task

23. Carson's successor
25. Mimics

26. Iron or lead
27. Escape
28. Think over again
29. Previously owned
30. Actress ____ Burstyn
32. Heavenly food
33. Heavenly being
36. ____ Fitzgerald of jazz
39. Quality of sound
40. Forehead
42. Greater
43. Ailment
45. Kindest
47. Identical sibling
49. Rope loop
51. Overwhelmed
52. Liquid rock
54. Calm
55. Fall
56. Fellow
57. Initial stake
58. Big Dipper component
60. Plaything
61. Gent
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You might find yourself in the public
eye at some point today, Aquarius.
This is fine since you're looking and
feeling great. You're likelier than
usual to project warmth and friendli-
ness to others. Acknowledgment for
an artistic or creative activity could
come your way. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

If you've considered a career in publish-
ing, Pisces, this is the time to go for it. It's
also a great day to enroll in law school, an
advanced degree program, or any field of
higher education. Love with someone
from far away could well be in the offing.
At the very least, you could make a new
friend from a distant state or foreign land.
This should be a satisfying day for you.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Your dreams could be vivid, pleasant, and
full of information to help you make a
decision. New and exciting contacts
could come into your life today, Aries,
possibly proving helpful in showing you
ways to increase your income. New
careers, sidelines, and investments
appear promising and worthy of consid-
eration. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you're likely focused on sex,
romance, and committed relationships.
The planetary energies surrounding love
are promising, Taurus. If you're in a rela-
tionship, you and your partner could make
plans to embark on a new enterprise
together, which is likely to succeed. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today you should be glowing with good
health, energy, and stamina, and be
doing well at work, whether career,
volunteer work, or a personal project.
Success should come your way on all
fronts, Gemini, particularly since
you've been working hard. You're final-
ly likely to see the results of past
efforts. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Love and romance are likely to be tops on
your agenda today, Cancer. You're feeling
especially warm and loving now. Current
and potential love partners could feel
strongly drawn to you. Children might also
prove a source of happiness and satisfac-
tion. If you're artistically inclined, this is the
day to start or finish an enterprise, which
could well lead to fame and fortune. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Important enterprises centering on
your home could take up a lot of your
energy over the next few days, Leo.
Many people might come and go from
your life. Perhaps you're moving to a
nicer place, or maybe transacting a lot
of business in your home. Whatever it
is, it's likely to produce the results
you're hoping for. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Some absolutely wonderful news could
come your way, Virgo, possibly about
career or financial success, perhaps
involving positive changes in your neigh-
borhood. If you've been thinking about
working in writing or publishing - or any
art, for that matter - this is the day to set
events in motion. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You should feel especially warm and
loving today toward just about anyone
you meet, Libra. Good news about
money may have caused you to feel
especially positive. This could attract
new people to you and bring closer
those already in your life. If you've
been thinking about starting an artis-
tic project, this is the day to do it. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Scorpio, you should be looking beautiful and
feeling especially positive, warm, and loving
- attracting people of all kinds to you. Your
self-confidence, optimism, and determina-
tion should peak over the next few days.
Anything you've been thinking about start-
ing - a new partnership, business, creative
project, romance - is highly likely to succeed
and bring good fortune your way. Enjoy.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Creative inspiration could come from deep
within today, Sagittarius. Visions, dreams -
anything that excites your imagination -
could bring ideas for new projects. You
might also find that your understanding of
others greatly increases, attracting new
and old friends. The only downside is you
could get so lost in ideas that you tem-
porarily lose touch with the material world.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Group activities prove beneficial on sev-
eral levels, Capricorn. You might project
powerful warmth and love for all life.
You're feeling especially optimistic about
the future. Your enthusiasm could spill
over to others, attracting them into your
aura. Acquaintances become friends,
friends grow closer, and love relation-
ships grow stronger and more stable. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
ctress Aaditi
Pohankar said her on-
screen character,

Parminder aka Pammi in the
'Aashram' series, is quite
close to her and she relates to
her role in many ways.

"The foremost similarity
between me and Pammi is I
would say courage and truth,
which I stand up for and my
ethics which come from my
family, I think that's the basis
of who I am as well."

The Prakash Jha-directori-
al features Bobby Deol in the
lead role as self-proclaimed
godman Baba Nirala. While
he is seen as the antagonist,

Pammi as a protagonist does
everything to bring the Baba
down.

While being in the series for
three seasons, playing Pammi
has always been challenging
for Aaditi.

She said: "I work very hard.
I had to put on weight, which I
did some 9 to 10 kilos in the
first season. I had to look like
a wrestler and I'm actually a
runner and I was a sprinter.
In Maharashtra we don't re-
ally have wrestling arenas,
they are only mostly to-
wards Haryana. So to un-
derstand the body lan-
guage and entire look of
a wrestler, I can't go just
somewhere in Mumbai
as there's badminton
and there are other

things which are
mostly played. So,

what I did was I
played a smart

game. I
asked Sir

whether I
can just

spend some
time with
w r e s t l i n g

girls.And they
are very sweet

and just too humble.
"They did the proper physio

with me and everything. So I
went there and I became one
with them. So, I started going
and hanging out in the tabelas
and started drinking badam
milk. It was a new experience
for me. I was just so impressed
with their courage and how
they face challenges or injuries
during wrestling events."

Aaditi continued that now for
this season she has to reduce
weight and this makes this role
challenging as well as interest-
ing as it has many shades.

While talking about her expe-
rience of being part of the se-
ries after doing the web show
'She', the actress: "When I
joined the show I was quite
new. I just did 'She'. And the
role I have to play in this series
was poles apart from what I
played in 'She'. Pammi is a very
different character. She is a 19-
year old girl who has faced a lot
because of baba (Bobby Deol), I
had to bring that emotional tur-
moil she is going through in the
character. "Her entire world
shakes and now there is only
revenge in her mind. So, from
being an innocent young girl to
a completely changed person
and bringing that on-screen
was never easy." Aaditi had all
the praises for lead actor Bobby
Deol and she called the entire
experience 'terrific' and amaz-
ing. "Working with Bobby was a
terrific experience because he
has been in the industry for so
long and is such a big name but
still he is a childlike person.
Initially when I remember that
I had to rehearse with a lot of
scepticism. And he kept saying
'you have to work very hard'
and used to give examples of
how he worked initially in the
industry. He's very supportive.
He's very childlike, and more
like a friend."

Aaditi Pohankar gets 
candid about working with

Bobby Deol, Esha Gupta’s
entry in ‘Aashram 3’

Rana Daggubati’s ‘Virata
Parvam’ likely to be preponed

P
romising to take its viewers
on a laughter-filled roller-
coaster ride, WATCHO, one of

India’s fastest-growing OTT plat-
forms, announces “The Morning
Show”. The show is a light-hearted
comedy web series showcasing
content in a format that is innova-
tive, fresh, and out of the box.
Known for bringing snackable con-
tent #Funfatafat, WATCHO’s new
web series “The Morning Show”
relesaed on 20th May in Hindi. The
stellar cast of the series, includes
Ali Asgar and Siddharth Sagar of
Kapil Sharma show fame,
Vanshika Sharma, Parree Pande,
Rahul Grover, Mukesh Sharma,
and Nazish Mann.

The show revolves around the in-
dividuals that go to the gym every
day. The CCTV camera snooping on
the gym members is a key protago-
nist in the entire story. The protag-
onist, the amusing characters, and
the daily chaos at the gym make
the show hilarious and entertain-

ing to watch. WATCHO’s new web
series has 9-episodes, each lasting a
20-minutes duration. “The
Morning Show” is a one-of-a-kind
character-oriented show conceptu-
alized by Manoj Sabharwal and
produced by Team Creative

Mafiaa. From a gym owner who is
a struggling actor to a receptionist
who is always on the phone or an
affluent married couple trying to
maintain their class at the gym;
each character has a unique per-
sonality and amusing quirk.

WATCHO presents ‘The Morning Show’ 
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Paris, May 31 (AP): 

The loss of one set by a
player is normally not the
stuff of headlines at a
Grand Slam tournament.
That did constitute news
at the French Open, be-
cause the player was No. 1-
ranked Iga Swiatek and it
had been more than a
month since that hap-
pened to her.

The way it came about
was noteworthy, too: She
led the first set of her
fourth-round match
against 74th-ranked Zheng
Qinwen of China 3-0, then
5-2, and was a point from
claiming it on five occa-
sions but could not seal the
deal. Swiatek entered the
day having won 20 sets in a
row, and 48 of her preced-
ing 49.

All that truly mattered,
in the end, was that 2020
champion Swiatek would
not lose another set on this
cloudy evening, getting
past the hard-swinging
Zheng 6-7 (5), 6-0, 6-2 to re-
turn to the quarterfinals
at Roland Garros and run
her winning streak to 32
consecutive matches.

"I'm pretty happy I could
come back after a pretty

frustrating first set when I
had the lead," Swiatek
said. "Pretty happy with
myself that I'm still in the
tournament."

Swiatek regrouped by
changing tactics she sped
up her forehand instead of
absorbing Zheng's power
and in a less conventional
way, too, deciding to
change her tune. No, real-
ly: She switched which
song she was singing in
her head during the

match.
"It was Dua Lipa,"

Swiatek said, "so kind of a
guilty pleasure."

She has won her past
five tournaments, going
unbeaten since February
for the WTA's longest such
stretch since Serena
Williams compiled a 34-
match run in 2013.

With 23-time Grand
Slam champion Williams
absent from the tour for
nearly a year, and

Swiatek's predecessor atop
the rankings, two-time
major winner Ash Barty,
having recently retired,
there is no dominant fig-
ure in women's tennis to
mount a challenge.

Next to try to stop
Swiatek will be 11th-seed-
ed Jessica Pegula, who ad-
vanced to her third major
quarterfinal and first in
Paris with a 4-6, 6-2, 6-3 vic-
tory over Irina-Camelia
Begu of Romania, who

was fined 10,000 last week
when she threw her racket
and it bounced into the
stands, brushing a child in
a front-row seat.

Pegula, owner of a 2-3
record at Roland Garros
before this year, saw two
sides to taking on
Swiatek, who beat her on
a hard court at the Miami
Open in March.

Sometimes you're like,
Oh, I wish I didn't play her
in the quarterfinals. I
wish I played one of the
other people and didn't
meet her so early,' Pegula
said. But at the same time,
it's a great chance to have
a great win and a great
story.

The other women's
quarterfinal Wednesday
will be between two
Russians: No. 20 Daria
Kasatkina and No. 29
Veronika Kudermetova.
They were teammates on
the team that won the
Billie Jean King Cup last
year Russia was barred
from trying to defend that
title because of the coun-
try's invasion of Ukraine
and have known each
other since they were
kids, squaring off as jun-
iors as long ago as 2011.

At French Open, Swiatek
extends match win streak

Jakarta, May 31 (PTI): 

The young Indian hock-
ey team dished out some
impressive and fast-paced
hockey in a Super 4s
match against South
Korea but an outright vic-
tory eluded them as a 4-4
draw pushed them out of
the Asia Cup title race,
here on Tuesday.

Malaysia's 5-0 win over
Japan early in the day
meant that an outright
win became a pre-requi-
site for India to qualify for
the summit clash.

Both India, Malaysia
and Korea finished on five
points each in the Super 4
stage but the Birendra
Lakra-side fell behind on
goal difference.

Nilam Sanjeep Xess (9th
minute), Dipsan Tirkey
(21st), Mahesh Sheshe
Gowda (22nd) and
Shakthivel Mareeswaran
(37th) scored for India,
while Korea scored
through Jang Jonghyun
(13th), Ji Woo Cheon
(18th), Kim JungHoo (28th)
and Jung Manjae (44th).

Korea will now take on
Malaysia in the final on
Wednesday, while India
will play Japan in the
third-fourth place classifi-

cation match.
It was a midfield slugfest

between the two sides as
both India and Korea tried
to take upper hand in the
first quarter.

India secured a penalty
corner in the second
minute but Nilam Sanjeep
Xess' effort was saved by
the Korean goalkeeper
Jaehyeon Kim.

But in the ninth minute
Nilam scored with a low
flick to the right bottom
corner of the Korean net
past Kim from India's sec-
ond penalty corner.

Two minutes from the
first quarter, India conced-
ed a penalty corner and
Jang Jonghyun was bang
on target to draw level for
Korea. Korea made it 2-1
five minutes later when Ji
Woo Cheon chose his spot
after being fed by Jungjun
Lee following a defensive
lapse from Pawan Rajbhar
inside his own circle.

But India drew level
three minutes later when
Dipsan Tirkey converted
team's third penalty cor-
ner. Mahesh Sheshe
Gowda restored the lead a
minute later, pushing
home Vishnukant Singh's
pass from a counter-at-
tack. Korea secured anoth-

er penalty corner but this
time the Indians defended
well to deny Jang.

Two minutes from half-
time, Kim JungHoo
equalised for Korea
through a fine field goal
from an acute angle as
both the teams went into
the breather locked 3-3.

India went all out and
restored their lead in the
37th minute through an
unmarked Shakthivel
Mareeswaran, who tapped
in a cross from Sheshe
Gowda from the right
flank.

In the 42 minute Uttam
Singh missed a sitter
when he failed to connect
to Rajkumar's cross stand-
ing in front of open goal.

A yellow card -- five
minute suspension -- to
Yashdeep Siwach three
minutes from the third
quarter cost India dearly
as Korea equalised again
when Manjae Jung deflect-
ed in a long ball from mid-
field.

Just 27 second from the
final hooter, Karthi
Selvam came close to
handing India the winner
but Korean goalkeeper
Kim Jaehyeon made dou-
ble save to deny the title
holders last-gasp winner.

Heartbreak for India,
draw 4-4 with Korea to go
out of Asia Cup title race

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

India opened their ac-
count at the ongoing ISSF
World Cup with the trio of
Elavenil Valarivan,
Ramita and Shreya
Agrawal claiming the gold
medal in the 10m air rifle
team women competition
in Baku, Azerbaijan.

The Indian trio out-
played Denmark repre-
sented by Anna Nielsen,
Emma Koch and Rikke
Maeng Ibsen, 17-5 in the
gold medal contest. Poland
won bronze in the event.

Former world number
one Elavenil, Ramita and
Shreya had reached the
gold medal clash after two
rounds of qualification on
Monday.

The Indian trio had first
topped the qualification
stage one with a combined
effort of 944.4 across 90
shots. They then came sec-
ond in stage two behind
Denmark, to make the title
round.

In men's air rifle team
competition, Indian troika
of Rudrankksh Patil,

Paarth Makhija and
Dhanush Srikanth fell
short in their bronze
medal match against
Croatia, going down 10-16.

The 12-member Indian

rifle squad now finds itself
at the fifth spot in the
medals tally with Serbia
leading the field with two
golds and a total of four
medals.

ISSF World Cup: Elavenil, Ramita and
Shreya win gold in women’s 10m air

rifle team competition

(L-R) Indian shooters Ramita, Shreya Agrawal and Elavenil Valarivan
celebrate after winning gold in Womens 10m Air Rifle Team event at
the Shooting World Cup, in Baku, Azerbaijan, Tuesday.

Paris, May 31 (PTI): 

India's Rohan Bopanna
reached his first Grand
Slam semifinal in seven
years after he and his
Dutch partner Matwe
Middelkoop rallied to beat
Lloyd Glasspool and Henri

Heliovaara in the men's
doubles quarterfinals of
the French Open, here.

The Indo-Dutch pair
eked out a 4-6 6-4 7-6 (3) win
over the British-Finnish
combination in a hard-
fought contest on Monday
night.

Bopanna last reached
the semifinals of a tennis
Major at the 2015
W i m b l e d o n
Championships when he
had teamed up with
Romania's Florin Mergea
and lost in a gruelling five-
setter to Jean-Julien Rojer
and Horia Tecau.

Bopanna, 42, and
Middelkoop, 38, will face
12th seeds Marcelo
Arevalo and Jean-Julien
Roger on Thursday in the
last four.

Bopanna and
Middelkoop lost the open-
ing set but dished out a su-
perb fightback to win the
next two to emerge victori-
ous. In the decider, the
Indo-Dutch pair showed
tremendous mental forti-
tude to fightback from 3-5
down to take the match to
a Super Tie-break.

They were again 0-3 be-
hind but won 10 straight
points to come up trumps.

Bopanna and
Middelkoop had saved five
match points to knock out
Mate Pavic and Nikola
Mektic, the reigning
Wimbledon champions,
from the Roland Garros,
on Saturday.

Bopanna makes first Grand Slam
semifinal since 2015 Wimbledon

Paris, May 31 (AP): 

Danish teenager Holger
Rune has eliminated 2021
French Open runner-up
Stefanos Tsitsipas to reach
his first major quarterfi-
nal in his Roland Garros
debut.

The 40th-ranked Rune
beat fourth-seeded
Tsitsipas 7-5, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 at
Court Philippe Chatrier
on Monday. Tsitsipas is the
first member of the top
eight seeds to leave the
men's bracket. Rune never
had won a Grand Slam
match until last week,
going 0-2 in previous ap-
pearances at the sport's

top four events. But the
hard-hitting 19-year-old
now joins sixth-seeded
Carlos Alcaraz to make
this the first Slam tourna-
ment with two teenagers
in the men's quarterfinals
since Hendrik Dreekmann
and Andrei Medvedev at
the 1994 French Open.

Rune had a bit of trou-
ble closing things out
against Tsitsipas after
going up 5-2 in the fourth
set. Rune dropped nine
points in a row and his
lead narrowed to 5-4. Then
he needed to save three
break points before serv-
ing out the biggest victory
of his career.

Danish teen Rune
stuns No. 4 Tsitsipas

Holger Rune celebrates winning his fourth round match against
Greeces Stefanos Tsitsipas in four sets, 7-5, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4, at the French
Open tennis tournament in Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France.

Gurugram, May 31 (PTI): 

More than 100 speed skaters
from across the country dis-
played their skills in the XVII
National Speed Skating
Championship that concluded
this morning at ISKATE, an all
weather indoor ice skating
arena located at Ambience
Mall here.
The speed skaters were divid-
ed in the age categories --
Novice (below 10 years),
Junior D (10-13 years), Junior
C (13-15 years), Junior B (15-
17 years), Junior A (17-19
years) and Senior (above 19
years). During the national
speed skating camp, athletes
were trained by expert nation-
al coaches AvduthTawade,
SubodhPatil, Ravi Dhillon,
Rahul Pandekar, Gitesh Vaidya
and Md Abbas.
Speaking at the event, J S
Sahney, secretary general, Ice
Skating Association of India
said, "I am elated to see such
talented kids perform in the
championship. Our country is
making progress in ice skating,
speed skating and figure skat-
ing because of ISKATE, the
only ice skating rink in India

that is functional throughout
the year." The winner in every
category was awarded a cash
prize of Rs 20,000, and the first
and second runner-ups were
awarded with Rs 15,000 and Rs
10,000 respectively. The
National Speed Skating
Championship is being con-
ducted after a gap of two
years due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The National Speed
Skating Camp was organised
from May 27 to May 29 fol-
lowed by two days of National
Speed Skating Championship
on May 30 and 31.

More than 100 speed skaters
took part in XVII National

Speed Skating Championship

Youngsters participate in the XVII
National Speed Skating Championship,

in Gurugram, Tuesday.

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

The sweet taste of the
Thomas Cup title win will
linger but Chirag Shetty,
one of the architects of that
historic triumph, knows it's
time to move on and focus
on the next challenge at
hand -- Commonwealth
Games.

One half of India's best
doubles pair, Chirag played
a pivotal role both on and
off the court to help India
achieve an unprecedented
win at the Thomas Cup
tournament, considered to
be the 'world cup' of shuttle
sport. "The feeling of that
week still remains but it's
time to get back to training
and face the next chal-

lenges, starting with the
Commonwealth Games,
World Championships and
Asian Games," the 24-year-
old from Mumbai told PTI.

"We have done well in
Commonwealth Games last
time and the Thomas cup
win will act as a booster for
us to retain the mixed team
gold." India had won the
mixed team gold at 2018
CWG for the first time and
Chirag feels they can repeat
the performance this year
too. "Competition is much
tougher in Thomas Cup. So
winning the trophy for me
was simply the highlight of
Indian badminton. CWG is
a mixed team event, so nat-
urally the dynamics will
change.

Time to shift focus on CWG,
gold is high on priority: Chirag

Stavenger , May 31 (PTI): 

Indian chess ace
Viswanathan Anand defeat-
ed world champion Magnus
Carlsen in round seven of
the blitz event of the
Norway Chess on way to a
fourth-place finish.

The former world cham-
pion, however, suffered de-
feats to Anish Giri (the
Netherlands) and Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave (France) in
the fourth and ninth round
respectively to finish with 5
points in the 10-player blitz
event early on Tuesday.

The Indian GM started
with a win over Aryan Tari
(Norway) in the blitz before
drawing with So in round
two. He posted a victory
over veteran Veselin
Topalov in the third round
before sharing the point

with Teimur Radjabov. After
a loss to Giri and a draw
with Hao Wang (China),
Anand scored over Carlsen.
However, the draw against
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov
followed by the loss to
Vachier-Lagrave put paid to
his chances of a high finish
after having started with 2.5
points from the first three
rounds. Anand's win over
Carlsen comes close on the
heels of compatriot and teen
sensation R Praggnandhaa
defeating the Norwegian
world champion in an on-
line blitz tournament re-
cently. American Wesley So
finished on top of the Blitz
standings with 6.5 points,
one clear of Carlsen while
Giri took the third spot. He
thus earned the right to pick
his starting number for the
classical event.

Anand beats Carlsen in blitz
event of Norway Chess

Buenos Aires, May 31 (AP): 

According to Lionel
Messi, there is "no doubt"
that Real Madrid striker
Karim Benzema deserves
to win his first Ballon d'Or
award this year.

Messi has won a record
seven Ballon d'Or awards
as the world's best player,
but saw his new club Paris
Saint-Germain eliminated
by Madrid in the round of
16 of the Champions
League this year after
Benzema scored a hat
trick in the second half of
the return leg.

Benzema netted another
four goals against Chelsea
in the quarterfinals and
three against Manchester
City in the semifinals in-
cluding the decisive penal-
ty in extra time of the sec-

ond leg before Madrid de-
feated Liverpool 1-0 in the
final on Saturday.
Benzema was also the top
scorer in the Spanish
league as Madrid won the
title in dominant fashion.

"There's no doubt, its
very clear that Benzema
had a spectacular year,"
Messi said in an interview
to Argentine TV channel
TyC Sports when asked if
Benzema should get the
prestigious award. I think
there is no doubt this
year."

In total, Benzema scored
44 goals in 46 matches with
his club this season, and
equaled Madrid great Ra l
Gonz lez as the club's sec-
ond-highest scorer with
323 goals. Cristiano
Ronaldo leads that tally
with 451.

‘No doubt’ that Benzema
deserves to win Ballon d’Or
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Tamil Nadu Health Minister Ma. Subramanian looks at a sand sculpture created on the occasion of World No
Tobacco Day, at Elliots beach, in Chennai, Tuesday.

SAND ART WITH A MESSAGE

Trucks carrying wheat from India as part of humanitarian aid to Afghanistan pass through the Attari-Wagah bor-
der between India and Pakistan, near Amritsar, Tuesday. 

HUMANITARIAN AID
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New Delhi, May 31 (PTI):

Road transport and
highways minister Nitin
Gadkari has sought the in-
tervention of coal minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi in the
matters related to coal sec-
tor workers’ demand for
an increase in their pen-
sion which has not been
revised for the past 23
years.

Gadkari said that some
of the pensioners were
barely getting Rs 1,000 a
month.

“All India Association of
Coal Executives (AIACE),
Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh

has submitted me a repre-
sentation regarding a revi-
sion and increment of
pension provided to coal
sector pensioners.

“The representation is
self explanatory and pro-
vide details of their griev-
ance that in the absence of
revision many pensioners
are getting same amount
as pension from last 23
years,” Gadkari told Joshi
in his letter dated May 30.

Some of them are get-
ting merely Rs 1,000 as a
pension as claimed in the
representation,” the letter
said. “They are following
the matter of revision and

increase of pension with
many authorities but
could not succeed so far.
You are requested to have
the matter looked and ex-
amined into and provide
best possible relief to the
pensioners as per rules
with due verification,”
Gadkari said.

AIACE — an association
of serving and retired ex-
ecutives of state-owned
CIL and SCCL— had earli-
er said that pension of
Coal India and Singareni
Collieries Co Ltd employ-
ees has not been reviewed
since 1998 even though the
Coal Mine Pension

Scheme (CMPS) has the
provision of review in
every three years. Coal
sector employees and exec-
utives are covered under
CMPS, 1998 which is effec-
tive from April 1, 1994.

Pension once fixed at
the time of retirement has
never been increased
since inception, AIACE
said. Since inception of
the scheme 23 years ago,
not even once the pension
was enhanced leaving
those retired 15 to 20 years
ago in a state of destitu-
tion, AIACE principle gen-
eral secretary P K Singh
Rathor said.

Nitin Gadkari seeks Joshi’s 
intervention on revision of pension

For coal sector workers Mansa (Punjab), May 31 (PTI):

A sea of mourners bid a
tearful farewell to popular
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala, who was cre-
mated at his native village
in Mansa district on
Tuesday afternoon.

The body of the 28-year-
old singer-politician, who
was shot dead on Sunday,
was brought to his home
in Moosa village amid
tight security on Tuesday
morning from Mansa civil
hospital, where the post-
mortem was conducted.

Moosewala’s family, in-
cluding his parents, were
inconsolable as they sat
beside the body at their
home. His mother was

seen trying to console her
husband as people from
Punjab, Rajasthan and
Chandigarh among other
places queued up in large
numbers to get a last
glimpse of the singer.

The singer’s favourite
tractor, which had figured
in many of his music
videos, was bedecked with
flowers for his last ride to a
family-owned field for the
cremation.

Notwithstanding the
scorching heat, mourners
joined the funeral proces-
sion as Moosewala’s father

and mother stood on the
tractor with folded hands,
accompanying their son
on his final journey. Some
of his fans wore t-shirts
with Moosewala’s picture
printed on them. The
singer’s father, Balkour
Singh, even took off his
turban on seeing the sea
on mourners. Punjab
Congress chief Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring was
present during the funeral
procession. A heavy police
force was deployed at the
slain singer’s residence as
well as at the cremation
site. People heaped praises
on Moosewala for his
songs and even raised slo-
gans in his favour.

Relatives of Shubhdeep 
Singh aka Sidhu Moose Wala
with his father Balkaur Singh

mourn near the Punjabi
singers mortal remains 

during his last rites, in Mansa
district, Tuesday.

Moosewala makes final
journey on favourite tractor

 Thousands 
join procession

Aizawl, May 31 (PTI):

Grape farmers of
Mizoram are up in the
arms against the MNF
government after the
Excise Department seized
locally-made wines in
Aizawl.

The grape growers de-
manded the immediate re-
turn of the seized wine
bottles, threatening that it
would launch an agitation
against the government’s
action.

Excise minister K
Beichhua said the govern-
ment did not target the lo-
cally-processed grape
wine, but had to made the
seizure as per the law as
the wine bottles were
found along with foreign
liquor and beer bottles
during a recent raid.

Some stores in Aizawl
were raided on Friday and

huge quantities of locally-
manufactured grape
wines, known as
‘Champwine’, were seized
along with liquor and beer.

Acting on a tip-off that
Korean Soju and other for-
eign liquors were being
sold in those stores, the
raids were conducted, the
minister said.

“We have acted as per
the Mizoram Liquor
Prohibition Act, 2019
which prohibits sale, con-
sumption and manufac-
ture of alcohol. We have
no choice but to seize the
locally-made grape wine
as it has alcohol content,
and the wine bottles were
also found among branded
liquor,” he told PTI.

Beichhua, however, said
that the government
would take steps to ensure
that the grape growers
face no difficulties in earn-

ing their livelihood from
the plantations. BJP MLA
BD Chakma said that he
could not understand the
state government’s policy
on liquor prohibition as
the wine that was seized
was served to a visiting
Union minister during a
felicitation programme.

Fulfilling its pre-poll
promise, the Mizo
National Front (MNF) gov-
ernment passed ‘The
Mizoram Liquor
(Prohibition) Bill, 2019’ in
March, 2019, which re-
placed a four-year-old law
enacted by the previous
Congress government that
had withdrawn the prohi-
bition.

The new law prohibits
import, export, transport,
manufacture, possession,
sale and consumption of
alcohol in the state, bar-
ring three autonomous

district council areas in
southern Mizoram.
Although the new prohibi-
tion rules were notified,
they were cancelled in
December 2019.

Beichhuah said the
rules of the new liquor
law, drafted based on the
assessment of a commit-
tee that involved officials,
NGOs and churches, have
been approved by the cabi-
net and would be notified
soon.

Grapes are grown and
grape wines are processed
in Champhai district in
the eastern part of the
state. Champhai Grape
Growers’ Society (CGGS),
and Hnahlan Grape
Growers and Processing
Cooperative Society
passed resolutions on
Saturday, demanding the
state government return
the seized wine bottles.

Grape farmers threaten agitation as
Excise Dept seizes locally-made wine

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

Come rain, sun, hail or
indeed a contagion, the
band of women who form
the bedrock of India’s
rural healthcare system
slog on, anonymous, un-
derpaid and mostly un-
sung until last week when
the WHO honoured them
for their efforts in control-
ling Covid. For the 10 lakh
Accredited Social Health
Activists (ASHA) volun-
teers who administer med-
icines, vaccines, first aid,
offer health advice and a
myriad other services
across the length and
breadth of India, the WHO
recognition is just the
global spotlight they need.

But their battle against
low payments, no facilities
and erratic schedules con-
tinues. And because they
are women, so does the
tightrope walk between

their homes and their jobs.
Like for Sailendri, 42, an

ASHA worker from Basti
in Uttar Pradesh who
wakes up at 3 am every
morning, finishes her
chores at home and then
joins her colleagues in
going home to home. Her
primary worry is how to
make ends meet.

“The government must
give us a fixed income.
There is so much work Do
authorities see the work
we put in? We have served
the people so faithfully but
got only empty praise, she
said, unaware that ASHA
workers like her have been
honoured at an interna-
tional platform.

“We get Rs 10,000 per
month at most. How are
we expected to support
ourselves in that money
with prices going up every
day. Also, the personal sac-
rifice we make by keeping

our work before our fami-
ly Who values that?”
Sailendri, who has been an
ASHA volunteer for 16
years, added in a phone in-
terview to PTI from her
home in Basti.

Sunita Sinha, an ASHA
worker from Sabour block
of Bhagalpur district in
Bihar, agreed.

Echoing Sailendri’s re-
sentment, she said there
are days when they even
have to take a patient to
hospital. “There is no con-
veyance and we have to
manage everything on our
own. Also, we work under
so much pressure. There
have been days when we
spend the whole day walk-
ing and don’t sit for five
minutes. But this is not ac-
knowledged. During the
long months of lockdown,
she went from house to
house to tend to patients
without any concern for

herself, Sunita said. “I re-
member one instance... we
were running low on
masks so we sanitised
clothes and made masks to
ensure protection for
everyone possible. Even
now we are encouraging
people to get vaccinated.
We have helped raise
awareness on vaccination
since the day the vaccina-
tion drive started,” she
said from Sabour.

ASHA workers are the
first and sometimes only
point of contact for mil-
lions of villagers and the
healthcare system. They
earn money through task-
based incentives under the
National Health Mission
(NHM), which is funded in
a 60:40 ratio between the
Centre and state govern-
ment. All the ASHA work-
ers PTI spoke to said they
don’t earn more than Rs
10,000 per month.

Struggle for survival in shadows outside WHO spotlight

ASHA Workers

Nashik, May 31 (PTI): A
religious meet convened
on Tuesday in Nashik to
lay to rest a controversy on
the birthplace of monkey-
god Hanuman had to be
deferred due to alterca-
tions between participat-
ing sadhus, with police
having to intervene to re-
store peace and order.

The ‘dharmasabha’ was
called after spiritual
leader Kishkindha
Mathadhipati Swami
Govindanand Saraswati
recently claimed
Kishkindha (believed to be
in latter day Hampi area
in Karnataka) was the
birthplace of Hanuman
and not Anjneri in Nashik
as is widely believed. He
had challenged those not

in agreement with him to
present proof, after which
sadhu-mahants from here
decided to convene a reli-
gious meet.

However, the plan by
Govindanand Saraswati to
arrive in Anjneri from
Trimbakeshwar leading a
procession was opposed by
the former’s residents and
sadhus who believed this
could vitiate the atmos-
phere.

Officials said people had
blocked the Nashik-
Trimbakeshwar road on
Monday to register their
protest on the arrival of
Govindanand Saraswati.

On Tuesday, the ‘dhar-
masabha’ started off on a
heated note first over seat-
ing arrangements, and
then on other issues, in-
cluding taunts aimed at
each other, they said.

Meet to debate
Hanuman’s birthplace
controversy deferred 

 As sadhus clash
New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

The Centre is exploring
possibilities of setting up
night landing facilities for
helicopters in some of the
Naxal-affected areas in
Jharkhand for speedy de-
ployment of security
forces and their evacua-
tion, officials said.

Jharkhand is one of the
Naxal-affected states along
with Chhattisgarh and a
large number of central
security personnel were
deployed along with the
state police.

Union Home Ministry
officials recently held a
consultative meeting on
opening new forward op-
erating bases and camps
under assistance to cen-
tral agencies for Left Wing
Extremism Management
(ACALWEM) scheme, offi-
cials said. Subsequently

another meeting was held
with the representatives of
the Jharkhand govern-
ment where the possibility
of setting up night landing
facilities for helicopters
were discussed.

The night landing facili-
ties for helicopters will
help the authorities in
speedy deployment of
forces and evacuations in
case of emergency situa-
tions, officials said.

The Home ministry also
held two review meetings
with District Magistrates
to review the progress of
Special Central Assistance
(SCA) Scheme in LWE af-
fected areas, they said.

Last year, Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant
Soren had said the pres-
ence of hardcore extrem-
ists in the state was limit-
ed to only four regions of
the state.

Govt scouts for night landing
facilities for choppers 

In Naxal-hit Jharkhand

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
was informed on Tuesday
that the Amarnathji
Shrine Board has decided
to do sale of tickets of heli-
copter services from
Jammu and Kashmir on-
line for the yatra. A bench
of Acting Chief Justice
Vipin Sanghi and Justice
Sachin Datta disposed of a
plea seeking direction to
the board to adopt online
system for booking and
sale of tickets of helicopter
services from Jammu and
Kashmir, especially for old,
ailing and disabled pil-
grims, for the yatra. The
bench disposed of the plea
after the petitioner organi-
sation Indian Council of
Legal Aid’s general secre-
tary and advocate R K
Saini submitted that it has
no grievance with the sys-

tem put in place and now
nothing survives in the pe-
tition. The board’s submis-
sion was made in a counter
affidavit filed in pursuance
to the high court’s May 23
order when notice was is-
sued on the petition. The
petition had submitted that
the refusal of Centre and
the shrine board to intro-
duce the online system for
booking and sale of all tick-
ets of helicopter services
from Jammu and Srinagar
for Amarnath yatra, is re-
sulting into hoarding and
black marketing of tickets
leading to the misery for
thousands of genuine and
needy pilgrims. It had
termed it as wholly arbi-
trary, discriminatory, irra-
tional, unwarranted and
unjust, and against public

interest. The petition,
through lawyer Avadh
Kaushik, said that accord-
ing to a news report, it is
the priority of the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment that the pilgrims
coming for the Amarnath
yatra should have hassle
free darshan and they
should not face any prob-
lems. “But surprisingly, the
problem of not being able
to obtain helicopter tickets
for Baba Amarnath Yatra,
by the old and ailing and
disable pilgrims on ac-
count of the black market-
ing of tickets by the autho-
rised agents in collusion
with the local hoteliers
which already stood high-
lighted /exposed by the
local newspapers and
about which a representa-
tion already stood made by
a public representative...,”
the plea said.

Amarnath shrine board to go for
online booking of chopper service 

 For yatra

BJP announces
22 candidates for

RS polls
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The BJP has
announced 22 candidates for
the Rajya Sabha polls and the
party has decided to support
one Independent candidate
each from Rajasthan and
Haryana. Though the party’s list
of Rajya Sabha candidates
includes the names of Union
ministers Piyush Goyal, Nirmala
Sitharaman, some other promi-
nent names such as that of min-
ister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, and
senior leaders Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe and OP Mathur
were missing. Senior BJP leader
and former cabinet minister
Prakash Javadekar’s name was
earlier wrongly mentioned
among those missing from the
list. His current Rajya Sabha
tenure is till 2024. The BJP has
fielded eight candidates from
Uttar Pradesh, three each from
Maharashtra and Karnataka,
and two from Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh, and one each from
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand,
Rajasthan and Haryana.
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Nabbed
IIttaannaaggaarr:: Two hardcore
ULFA(I) militants were
nabbed in Arunachal
Pradesh's Tirap district on
Tuesday soon after they
entered India from
Myanmar, police said.
Self-styled corporals Surjit
Gogoi and Shyamol
Baruah, who hailed from
Assam's Tinsukia district,
were arrested near Noglo
village along the Myanmar
border, they said.

Uprooted 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Over 200 trees
were uprooted in MCD
areas during Monday's
fierce thunderstorm and
750 workers were deployed
to remove debris from
roads that were blocked
after trees were uprooted,
civic officials said on
Tuesday. According to data
provided by the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi,
around 215 trees were
uprooted across the city,
excluding the Lutyens' Delhi
area, due to the thunder-
storm on Monday evening.

Suicide
HHyyddeerraabbaadd:: Four mem-
bers of a family allegedly
died by suicide as they
were apparently reeling
under a huge debt, police
said on Tuesday. The four
- a couple and two
daughters - ended their
lives by jumping into a
lake near here, the police
said. A police official said
the man quarrelled with
his wife on Monday over
a financial matter. Later,
he, along with the three,
left their house and
ended their lives, he said.

Detained 
BBeennggaalluurruu:: In a special
drive, 32 overstaying for-
eign nationals, including
13 women were detained
here by the city police.
Most of them are from
Africa, the police said.
Police raided several
places to find overstaying
foreigners and nationals
without valid documents.
Most of them are from
African countries.
Identity and addresses of
many of them could not
be verified. They are
being questioned and
necessary legal action is
being taken, a police
statement read.

Arrested
MMuummbbaaii:: A 35-year-old
policeman here has been
arrested for allegedly
accepting a bribe of Rs
70,000 from a man for not
registering an FIR against
him, police said on
Tuesday. A team from the
Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB) on Monday caught
assistant police inspector
Swapnil Babanrao
Masalkar of Khar police
station while accepting
the bribe amount from
the complainant, an offi-
cial said.

HARD LUCK FOR STATE GOVT

CC

C E N T R A L
https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

BBiillaassppuurr,, Wednesday, June 01,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

BRIEF

A worker installs the temple flag
atop the Lord Shiva temple, in

Somnath, Tuesday.
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Shimla, May 31 (PTI): 

Corruption was viewed
as an essential part of gov-
ernment before 2014,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Tuesday and
asserted that India saw a
sea change in the last eight
years due to the BJP-led
dispensation's zero-toler-
ance towards graft.

At a rally in Shimla's
Ridge Maidan to mark the
eighth anniversary of be-
coming prime minister,
Modi said, "Now our bor-
ders are more secure than
they were before 2014."

He said after coming to
power, his government
pruned nine crore fake
names from the list of ben-
eficiaries of various
schemes. "Be it Pradhan

Mantri Awas Yojana or
scholarship or any other
scheme, we have eradicat-

ed the scope of corruption
through direct transfer of
benefits. "We have trans-
ferred over Rs 22 lakh
crore to the bank accounts
of beneficiaries of various
schemes through direct
benefit transfer," the
prime minister said.

He claimed that poverty
was on the decline in the
country and even the in-
ternational agencies were
admitting it. Modi said
that before 2014, there was
news about various scams
but now his government's
development schemes and
zero-tolerance against cor-
ruption are discussed.

Before 2014, corruption
was viewed as an essential
part of government, he al-
leged. About his govern-
ment's measures to com-

bat the Covid pandemic,
the prime minister said
nearly 200 crore vaccine
doses have been adminis-
tered in India so far.

India exported Covid
vaccines to various coun-
tries and Himachal
Pradesh's Baddi industrial
unit played a vital role in
manufacturing those jabs,
he told the rally.

"Now India extends a
hand of friendship not
under compulsion but to
help others as was done by
providing Covid vaccines
to several countries," the
prime minister added.

Referring to the under-
construction AIIMS in
Bilaspur, he said, "We plan
to build a medical college
in every district of the
country."

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

Asserting that a high
ranking officer cannot be de-
nied his rights under the
Constitution, the Supreme
Court on Tuesday rejected
the Chhattisgarh govern-
ment's appeal challenging
the bail granted to suspend-
ed Chhattisgarh Police
Academy director Gurjinder
Pal Singh in a corruption
case.

A vacation bench of
Justices B R Gavai and Hima
Kohli dismissed the state
government's appeal against
the Chhattisgarh High
Court, saying the applica-
tion is nothing but a totally
unwarranted exercise on be-
half of the state.

"While considering an ap-
plication for bail, the status
of applicant is not to be con-
sidered. As an ordinary citi-
zen, he is entitled to his
rights under the
Constitution, equally a high
ranking officer cannot be de-
nied right under the

Constitution. "In a case of
disproportionate assets,
most evidence is documen-
tary evidence and there is no
question of tampering with
such evidence. In any case,
the high court has imposed
stringent conditions in the
interest of prosecution. The
petition is without merits
and is dismissed," the bench
said. The state government
was represented by senior
advocate Mukul Rohatgi and
lawyer Sumeer Sodhi.

Rohatgi submitted that
Singh is a high ranking po-
lice officer of the rank of ad-
ditional director general of
police and has been in-
dulging in tampering of evi-
dence and influencing wit-
nesses; this has been ignored
by the high court.

The high court had grant-
ed bail to Singh on May 12,
2022. Singh, a 1994-batch IPS
officer who had served as IG
of Raipur, Durg, and
Bilaspur during the BJP
rule, has been facing probe
in three criminal cases.

Ambikapur, May 31: 

A 52-year-old woman
was trampled to death by a
wild elephant in a forest in
Surajpur district, an offi-
cial said on Tuesday.

The jumbo attacked the
woman, identified as
Indarmania, on Monday
evening near Karanjwar
Sarhari village under
Pratappur forest circle
where she had gone along
with two other women to
collect wood, sub-division-
al officer (forest) of
Pratappur Ashutosh
Bhagat said.

While the two other
women managed to es-
cape, the elephant caught
hold of Indarmania and
trampled her to death, he
said. After being alerted,
forest personnel rushed to

the spot and shifted the
body to a hospital for post-
mortem, the official said.

The victim's maternal
home is in Sarhari where
she had come for a visit, he

said.
An immediate aid of Rs

25,000 has been provided to
the kin of the deceased,
the official said, adding
that the remaining com-
pensation of Rs 5.75 lakh
will be given after the com-
pletion of necessary for-
malities.

Human-elephant con-
flicts in northern part of
Chhattisgarh have been a
major cause of concern
for the past one decade,
with the menace spread-
ing its footprint further in
some districts of the cen-
tral region over the last
few years.

The state's Surguja,
Raigarh, Korba, Surajpur,
Mahasamund, Dhamtari
and Gariaband districts
have been mainly facing
the menace.

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

The Centre has cleared the
entire GST compensation
payable till date by releasing
Rs 86,912 crore to states, the
finance ministry said on
Tuesday.
Of this, Rs 25,000 crore is
released from the GST com-
pensation fund and the bal-
ance Rs 61,912 crore is being
released by the Centre from
its own resources pending col-
lection of cess. Of the total
compensation released, Rs
17,973 crore is towards April
and May dues, Rs 21,322 crore
towards February-March dues
and Rs 47,617 crore is the bal-

ance of compensation payable
up to January 2022. "The gov-
ernment of India has released
the entire amount of GST com-
pensation payable to states up
to May 31, 2022 by releasing
an amount of Rs 86,912 crore.
This decision was taken to
assist the states in managing
their resources and ensuring
that their programmes espe-
cially the expenditure on cap-
ital is carried out successfully
during the financial year,"
the ministry said in a state-
ment. Goods and Services Tax
(GST) was introduced in the
country with effect from July
1, 2017 and states were
assured of compensation for
the loss of any revenue aris-
ing on account of implemen-
tation of GST for a period of
five years.

Raipur, May 31: 

Congress leaders
Rajeev Shukla and Ranjeet
Ranjan on Tuesday filed
their nomination papers
for the upcoming Rajya
Sabha elections from
Chhattisgarh.

The two leaders were ac-
companied by
Chhattisgarh Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
Congress's state in-charge
P L Punia and some state
ministers when they filed
their nominations for the
June 10 biennial polls.

Journalist-turned-politi-
cian Rajeev Shukla (63),
who hails from Uttar
Pradesh, has served as the
Rajya Sabha member
thrice in the past. Ranjeet
Ranjan is a former Lok
Sabha member from
Bihar. The opposition BJP
in Chhattisgarh has ac-
cused the ruling Congress
of betraying and insulting
people of the state by nom-

inating candidates from
outside for the Rajya
Sabha polls.

Asked about BJP's
claim, Chief Minister
Baghel, while talking to re-
porters in the Assembly
premises, said, It (BJP)
has also fielded leaders
from outside their home
states. I don't want to give
old examples. The
Congress is a national
party and has been send-
ing its leaders to the Rajya

Sabha from different
states. It is not happening
for the first time."

"It is true that people
were expecting that some-
one from Chhattisgarh
will be nominated, but if it
did not happen this time,
we will do it next time, he
added.

The Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (J), which
has three MLAs in the 90-
member assembly, on
Tuesday announced that

former MLA Dr Haridas
Bharadwaj will be its can-
didate for the Rajya Sabha
elections.

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

Delhi's health minister
Satyendar Jain was on
Tuesday sent to
Enforcement Directorate's
custody till June 9 in a
money laundering case by
a court here which noted
that his interrogation was
required to unearth the al-
leged larger conspiracy.

The ED had on Monday
arrested the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) leader under
the criminal sections of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).

Special Judge Geetanjli
Goel issued the remand

order after Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta, ap-
pearing for the ED, sought
Jain's custodial interroga-
tion for 14 days.

He said there was a che-
quered layer of money and
the agency was trying to

find out if the accused was
laundering somebody
else's money and whether
there were other potential
beneficiaries.

Gandhinagar, May 31 (PTI):

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday virtually interacted
with a beneficiary of the
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana
hailing from Mehsana in
Gujarat and appreciated him
for choosing to be a "job cre-
ator" instead of becoming a
"job seeker".
The beneficiary, Arvind Patel,
told the prime minister that he
had availed a loan of Rs 7.20
lakh to expand his business of
setting up decorative pavilions
for marriages and other
events in and around Mehsana
in north Gujarat.
"Earlier, my business was lim-
ited and only eight people

used to work for me. Then, I
took the loan under the PM
MUDRA Yojana to expand my
business and purchase more
decorative items. Now, I have
hired 12 persons for my busi-
ness," Patel told the prime
minister during the virtual
interaction.
Modi, who was in Shimla to
address the Garib Kalyan
Sammelan marking the 8th
anniversary of the BJP-led
Central government, interact-
ed via video link with benefici-
aries of different government
schemes across the country.
"You have inspired many oth-
ers by taking a loan for
expanding your business. You
have become a job creator
instead of a job seeker," Modi
told Patel.
Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana
was launched by the PM in
2015 for providing loans up to
Rs 10 lakh to small and micro
enterprises.

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

Amid increasing cases of
monkeypox being reported in
non-endemic countries, the
government on Tuesday
issued guidelines directing
district surveillance units to
consider even one such case
as an outbreak and initiating
a detailed investigation
through the Integrated
Disease Surveillance
Programme.
In the 'Guidelines on
Management of Monkeypox
Disease' issued to states and
union territories, the health
ministry stressed on surveil-
lance and rapid identification
of new cases as the key pub-
lic health measures for out-
break containment, mandat-
ing the need to reduce the
risk of human-to-human
transmission.
It stated that India needs to
be prepared in view of the
increasing reports of cases in
non-endemic countries even
as no case of monkeypox
virus has been reported in
the country till date.

New Delhi, May 31(PTI): 

India and China on
Tuesday agreed to hold the
next round of the Senior
Commanders meeting at
an early date to achieve
complete disengagement
from all friction points in
eastern Ladakh to create
conditions for the restora-
tion of normalcy in bilat-
eral ties.

The two sides reviewed
the situation in eastern
Ladakh at a meeting held
under the framework of
the Working Mechanism
for Consultation and
Coordination on India-
China border affairs.

"The two sides ex-
changed views on the cur-
rent situation along the
LAC in the Western Sector
in Eastern Ladakh," the
external affairs ministry
said in a statement.

11TH INSTALMENT OF KISAN SAMMAN NIDHI RELEASED

‘Before 2014, corruption was
an essential part of govt’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at
a public rally, in Shimla, Tuesday.

Govt guidelines
on monkeypox

Woman killed in tusker attack 

The jumbo attacked the
woman, identified as
Indarmania, on Monday
evening near Karanjwar
Sarhari village under
Pratappur forest circle
where she had gone along
with two other women to
collect wood. While the two
other women managed to
escape, the elephant caught
hold of Indarmania and
trampled her to death.The
victim's maternal home is in
Sarhari where she had come
for a visit.

About the inicdent

SC rejects Chh’garh’s
appeal challenging 

G P Singh’s bail

Centre clears entire GST
compensation dues till date
̈ Releases Rs 86,912 cr

to states

THUNDERSTORM AFTERMATH

Workers remove a tree uprooted in Mondays thunderstorm, near Patiala House Courts in New Delhi, Tuesday.

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE

Court sends Satyendar Jain
to ED custody till June 9

A Delhi court on Tuesday
summoned Congress leader
D K Shivakumar and others
in a money laundering case
lodged against him in 2018
after taking cognisance of
the charge sheet.
Special Judge Vikas Dhull
directed Shivakumar to
appear on July 1.

Court summons
Shivakumar 

Eastern Ladakh row

India, China agree
to hold next round

of military talks R
S
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Rajeev Shukla, Ranjeet Ranjan file nominations

The Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh (J), which has
three MLAs in the 90-member
assembly, on Tuesday
announced that former MLA
Dr Haridas Bharadwaj will be
its candidate for the Rajya
Sabha elections. Bhardwaj,
accompanied by JCC(J) MLAs,
also filed his nomination on
Tuesday afternoon. JCC (J)
chief Amit Jogi said, We are
not contesting the Rajya
Sabha election for victory or
defeat, rather we are doing it
for the pride and honour of
the people of Chhattisgarh. If
the two candidates from out-
side get elected unopposed
from Chhattisgarh, then it will
be our moral defeat. It will be
the defeat of three crore peo-
ple of the state."

JCC(J) fields Haridas
Bharadwaj

PM lauds MUDRA
Yojna beneficiary
̈ For choosing to be

a ‘job creator’
instead of 
‘job-seeker’
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Bhilai, May 31: 

On Tuesday, a delega-
tion of Japan
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Cooperation Agency
(JICA) visited the village
Sandi of Dhamdha Block.
They oversaw the activi-
ties at Gauthan including
vermicompost produc-
tion, hatchery, brooding
house of chicks, poultry
farm and community
bari. The team interacted
with the women of the
self-help group engaged in
all these works. They
tried to explore the con-
cept of Gauthan and ap-
preciated this initiative.
“For the first time we saw

a concept which strength-
ens the rural economy”,
they opined. They were
delighted to witness the
activities and appreciated
the concept when they
came to know about the

earnings generated by the
Self Help Group.

Later the team visited
the farms of Mayank
Chauhan in village
Girhola. They were very
impressed with the culti-

vation of plug type veg-
etable seedlings and drag-
on fruit. The team mem-
bers stated that they have
seen such a big and high
tech farming for the first
time. The team members
included Koide Sota
(Deputy Director, JICA),
H Shashaki (Country
Officer), and Kaori
Fruyama (Representative,
JICA India). Anurag
Sinha (Principal
Development Specialist)
and Additional Director
(Horticulture) Bhupendra
Pandey, Deputy Director
Suresh Thakur,
Veterinary Officer CP
Mishra and other field of-
ficers were present.

Japanese delegation visits village
Sandi, appreciate concept of Gauthan

Bhilai, May 31: 

The 49th General Body
Meeting of BSP Ex-
Officers’ Association was
held on Tuesday at
Pragati Bhavan (OA
Building), presided over
by Saroj Ranjan Das,
President of BSP Ex-OA.
Narendra Banchhor,
President BSP OA &
Chairman SEFI;
Parvinder Singh, General
Secretary, BSP OA attend-
ed and addressed the
meeting.

Ex-OA President SR
Das gave feedback on re-
cent developments on im-
portant issues such as the
meeting held with
Hospital management in
a cordial atmosphere in
the office of CMO Dr P
Binayake in which most
of the health care issues
relating to BSP Hospitals
were discussed. Das also
gave feedback on latest
status of Pension,
Gratuity, EPS 95 Pension,
11 months’ perks arrears,
SAIL Mediclaim Scheme
2022-23, visit of Ex-OA
team to Arogyam
Hospital, Bhilai etc. He
thanked the Officers’
Association of Bhilai
Steel Plant for their con-

tinued support to resolve
the difficulties of retired
BSP officers. Das also ex-
pressed gratitude to BSP
Hospital management for
resolving a few issues.

Dr NR Daruka, the
renowned Urologist &
Kidney Transplant sur-
geon of this region and of
Arogyam Hospital, was
the chief guest who spoke
in detail about common
urology & nephrology

problems of humans. He
also shared details of var-
ious features & facilities
available in the Arogyam
Hospital with special
mention of its high stan-
dards in Urology &
Nephrology treatment.
He answered a lot of
queries raised by the
members.

Anubhav Jain repre-
sented Shree Narayana
Hospital, Raipur and

spoke about the different
specialities of the hospi-
tal and its prime place in
Orthopaedic treatment in
Chhattisgarh state.

In-charge officer of the
Bhilai unit of TPA, MD
India Mohammad
Hussain clarified the
common doubts of mem-
bers with respect to the
SAIL Mediclaim Scheme
and also OPD reimburse-
ment facilities. Ex-OA
members highly appreci-
ated the help & positive
approach of M/S MD
India & Mohammad
Hussain.

OA President & SEFI
Chairman Banchhor
spoke in detail about the
various important issues
such as Mediclaim 2022-
23, Gratuity, Pay Revision
arrears, 11 months’ perks
arrears etc. Parvinder
Singh also spoke on im-
portant issues.

Ex-OA General
Secretary Dilip Verma
conducted the proceed-
ings & Vice President
Ram Babu Gupta pro-
posed vote of thanks.
Present in the meeting
were JB Patil Secretary-1,
RS Shrivastava Secretary-
II and many senior re-
tired officers.

49th GBM of BSP Ex-Officers Association held

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  3311::

Police have arrested an
absconding accused of attempt
to murder from Dhamtari. The
accused had stabbed a person
near Village Asoga in Ranitarai
Police Station area. SDOP
(Patan) Devansh Singh Rathore
informed that the accused
Santosh Dewangan had
attacked one Chetan Sahu with
a knife and had escaped after
inflicting injuries to him. On
information, Dial 112 ERV of
Ranitarai Police Station
reached the spot and the
injured was admitted to the
hospital.  In view of the seri-
ousness of the incident,

detailed information about the
incident was given to
Superintendent of Police Dr
Abhishek Pallava (IPS) and
Additional Superintendent of
Police (Rural) Anant Sahu.
Under their directions, a team
was formed to trace the
accused and put him behind
the bars. With the help of
Cyber Cell, mobile phone loca-
tion was traced. On the basis of
the vehicle number and other
inputs, the accused was round-
ed up in Dhamtari. 

During interrogation, the
accused revealed that he often
quarrelled with his neighbours
and Chetan Sahu always inter-
fered and tried to defend the

neighbours. Few days ago,
Santosh Dewangan’s car was
set on fire and he suspected
that Chetan Sahu was behind
this incident. Santosh gradual-
ly developed a feeling of enmi-
ty for Chetan. To take revenge,
he followed Chetan Sahu on
the day of the incident and
near Asoga turning, he found
Chetan talking to some person.
Santosh reached there and
stabbed Chetan with a knife.
When he fell down, the
accused Santosh took the bike
of the other person and
escaped from the spot.
Charges have been framed
against the accused under sec-
tion 294, 307 of IPC. The
accused Santosh Devangan
alias Sunny (35) son of Girdhari
Ram Devangan a resident of
village Ranitarai was produced
before the court and has been
sent to jail on judicial remand. 

Inspector Manoj Prajapati
(SHO, Ranitarai), Assistant
Sub-Inspector Nakul Prasad
Thakur, ASI Ramon Sahu, Head
Constable Lokesh Lahiri,
Constable Talendra
Chandrakar, Dhananjay Sinha,
Lakshmi Narayan and Dekesh
Banchore played a vital role in
arresting the accused.

Police arrests absconding
accused of attempt to murder Bhilai, May 31: 

The C-Mart of Bhilai
will have a better range of
products for sale.
Emphasis would be on
the quality products. On
Tuesday, top officials of
the administration gave
tips for better arrange-
ments at C-Mart to the
concerned officials of
National Urban
Livelihood Mission dur-
ing a meeting held at
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation headquar-
ters. District Forest
Division Officer Shashi
Kumar, District
Panchayat CEO Ashwani
Devangan and
Commissioner Prakash
Surve gave tips to the
Mission Manager and
Assistant Project Officer
of National Urban
Livelihood Mission and
the women associated
with this project. The
District Forest Officer
gave information about
minor forest produce.
District Panchayat CEO
Ashwani Devangan said
that the products being
prepared by the women of
self-help groups should be
monitored through Area

Level Federation. He
added that better quality
products should be kept
at C-Mart for sale. The
products of the self-help
group will be sold
through C-Mart. Women
of self-help groups are al-
ready preparing house-
hold items. While main-
taining the quality of
these products, its brand-
ing is also necessary.
Arrangements, display
and range of products
would be at par with the
big malls. It needs to be
mentioned here that on
the instructions of Mayor
Neeraj Pal, a grand C-
Mart is being established
in Power House. Self-help
group women will be able
to sell their products

through C-Mart and they
will get a better platform
for employment opportu-
nities. For better quality
and quantity of materials
in C-Mart, the women of
Self Help Groups and
Area Level Federation
working in it will be se-
lected by the officials of
National Urban
Livelihoods Mission.
Additional Commissioner
Ashok Dwivedi, Zone
Commissioner Amitabh
Sharma, Forest
Department Officer
Ashish Harmukh,
Executive Engineer
Sanjay Bangde, NULM
Assistant Project Officer
Phanindra Bose and
Mission Manager were
present in the meeting.

C Mart to have better range of products 

Bhilai, May 31: With the arrest
of two absconding accused,
Durg City Kotwali executed two
permanent warrants which
were pending for the last 16
years. Under the directions of
SP Dr Abhishek Pallava, ASP
(City) Sanjay Dhruv and CSP
(Durg) Abhishek Jha, the teams
of various police stations are
making efforts to execute the
pending warrants.  Police
teams are searching the
accused at all possible where-
abouts and the network of
informers has been activated to
collect information about the
accused.  In this sequel, Durg
City Kotwali received a tip off
regarding two accused Uttam
Kumar (38) son of Prabhuram
Sahu and Rohit Kumar (34) son
of Prabhuram Sahu, both resi-
dents of Panchsheel Nagar,
Durg. They were wanted in a
case of Sections 294, 506B, 324,

34 of IPC which was pending at
JMFC Court in Durg. Acting on
the tip off, Police arrested the
accused from Kotni area of
Durg. The permanent warrant
was pending against them
since 2006.  Police arrested the
accused and produced them
before the court. Inspector SN
Singh, ASI Kunwar Singh
Yadav, Constable Lalit Sahu
and Ravindra Singh played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

Permanent warrant
executed after 16 years

Blast Furnaces create New Record
of Coal Dust Injection

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  3300:: The Blast Furnace Team of SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant
has achieved the best coal dust injection (CDI) rate on May 29,
2022. With lowest ever daily coal dust consumption of 2135 T on
May 29, 2022, Blast Furnaces achieved best ever daily CDI rate of
133 kg per tonne of hot metal produced. The previous best record
was set on February 06, 2022 with coal dust injection of 2095
Tonne and CDI rate of 123 kg/THM.

Bhilai, May 31:

SAIL-BSP has lived
upto its standards of is
creative endeavours
through innovations
apart from production
and productivity. SAIL-
BSP’S teams have raised
the brand image of Bhilai
by their innovative
patents at the national
and international level.

KK Singh, ED (P & A)
was the Chief Guest in
the function for felicitat-
ing employees who se-
cured patents recently.
Anish Sengupta, CGM
(URM), SK Kar, CGM
(Quality), Sanjay Dhar,
CGM (HRD & BE), Subrat
Prahraj, GM I/c and
other Senior officers were
present on the occasion.

KK Singh, ED (P & A)
presented a Certificate
and cash prize to GP
Singh, Acting CGM
(Safety & FS), Sumeet
Kumawat, DGM (CO
CCD) and Rajesh Kumar

Sharma, M/OCT for se-
curing patents.

GP Singh, Acting CGM
(Safety & FS) has been
awarded a patent for in-
novation under Patent
number  379051. Singh
has been awarded the
patent for control and
management of Burner
operation in Sinter Plant
and creating a new sys-
tem. He has earlier been
awarded 4 Vishwakarma
awards. He has also par-
ticipated in 3
International QC
Conventions.

Sumeet Kumawat,
DGM (CO CCD) and
Rajesh Kumar Sharma,
M/OCT have been award-
ed patents for developing
nozzle for Ammonia
liquor spray in recovery
type Coke Oven battery
under Patent no 382163.

SAIL-BSP is known for
its innovative jobs. Its
patents and copyrights
are a testimony to this.
The patent process at BSP

by its employees started
in the year 2003. More
than 30 patents have been
secured by BSP so far.
Apart from this, more
than 35 copyrights for cre-
ative systems or works
have been secured by BSP.
RDCIS, Research and
Development Centre for
Iron and Steel, a unit of
SAIL is the Nodal agency
for securing patents/
copyrights at SAIL.

Other schemes to pro-
mote creative endeavours
at BSP include the
Suggestion scheme
through which Apex
awards are given for supe-
rior suggestions and
other suggestors are
given token gifts, cash
prizes and certificates.
Facilitators for innova-
tive jobs who secure
patents/ copyrights are
given certificates and a
cash prize of Rs 10,000
while other team mem-
bers are given certificates
and cash prize of Rs 7000.

BSP employees feted for securing Patents

Bhilai, May 31: 

International No
Tobacco Day was cele-
brated by the Department
of Public Health
Dentistry of RCDSR. This
event is organized every
year on May 31 on the call
of the World Health
Organization. Various
events were organized in
RCDSR on this occasion,
which mainly included
poster making, social
media reels and debate
competition.

A one-day workshop
was also organized to pro-
vide training to dental
surgeons on Tobacco
Prohibition Day. Dr Raj
Diwan of Government
Dental College had partic-
ipated as a master trainer
in the workshop. Dr Raj
Diwan is a nationally
renowned speaker who
keeps on organizing such
awareness programs, es-

pecially for the prohibi-
tion of tobacco. In his
speech, he explained how
tobacco is addictive and
how a dental surgeon can
help a person suffering
from this addiction.

The program was inau-
gurated by Sanjay
Rungta, Chairman, SRGI
and in his remarks he
told how consuming to-
bacco affects not only an
individual but his entire
family. He also informed
that the entire SRGI cam-
pus is a tobacco free cam-
pus. Dr Karthik Krishna,
Dean of RCDSR, while
highlighting the ill-effects
of tobacco told how tobac-
co use is taking a formi-
dable form in India and is
causing 8 lakh deaths
every year in the present
times.

Organizing in-charge
Dr Ram Tiwari gave a
vote of thanks at the con-
clusion of the program.

No Tobacco Day celebrated
at Rungta Dental College

By GV Rajshekher Rao

The Author is presently
Principal in TATA DAV
Public School, Sonadih,
Baloda-Bazar / Fulbright
Scholar (USA)

Having watched closely
and gazing the Horrible
scenes of war and disaster
in Ukraine for nearly
three months, as of now It
has flashed to my realiza-
tion that, offering 40
Billion dollars economic
aid to Ukraine by Biden
Government of US sign-
ing treaty during his west
asia visit appears as a
‘BAIT’ but not at all an
‘AID’ since it reflects first
destroy the things almost
to extinction by war as dis-
aster and then offer bait as
an economic package to

revive not the Humanity
but only the dead coffins.
This is what I understood
when US president Joe
Biden proclaimed to ex-
tend economic help to
Ukrine, having Passed by
the US senate for military,
economic and
Humanitarian assistance.

I wonder what and
where Humanity does
stand in the present sce-
nario, when money and

physical needs stand tall
above the basics of
Humanity. This vogue of
materialistic power and
lust to grab power is not
only dangerous but strong
alarming Bell for our fu-
ture generations and may
also be treated as a politi-
cal measure by so called
politicians of Global Dias
to conquer the world by of-
fering such series of
‘BAITS’ to trap innocent
poor people and countries
to make them bow down
on the feet of powerful and
mighty nations if not, in
the sense of Humanity but
at least tall and stout on
cheating and betrayal.

**(The Notions and
ideas in this article ex-
pressed are author’s
own original thoughts.)  

40 Billion dollars is not 
an Aid rather Bait for Ukraine

Bhilai, May 31: Forest
Department is making
sustained efforts to curb
the illegal cutting, trade
and transport of trees. The
department is maintain-
ing vigil in the suspected
areas and people. In this
sequel, the forest depart-
ment had a big success in
Kumhari Square and
Dhamdha on Sunday.
Under the guidance of
DFO Shashi Kumar, 4
trucks have been seized
while transporting illegal

wood. These trucks were
intercepted by the pa-
trolling team of the Forest

Department. Kahua
(Terminalia Arjuna)
mixed wood has been
found in the seized vehi-
cles. Action is being taken
under the Chhattisgarh
Transport (Forest
Produce) Rules. The Forest
Department is committed
to curb illegal cutting and
transportation of trees.
The team of the Forest
Department completely
followed the rules in a dis-
ciplined manner during
this action.

Forest Department seizes 
four trucks transporting illegal wood
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AIMING THE TARGET

Archers are aiming at the bull in their target at the ongoing competition here on Tuesday.

Raipur, May 31: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reverting to charges by
BJP of fielding outsiders
from two RS seats in state
said that today itself as the
7th candidate in Uttar
Pradesh (UP), the govern-
ment there has given
chance to a candidate from
Telangana or AP and here
they have an altogether a
different attitude. It was in
the presence of CM
Bhupesh Baghel that the
two Congress candidates
viz. Rajeev Shukla and
Ranjit Ranjan filed their
nomination for two Rajya
Sabha seats in State
Assembly here on
Tuesday.

Speaking to media per-
sons after the nomination,
CM Bhupesh Baghel said
that there are different
equation at different
places. From UP, BJP has
nominated a person from

Andhra or Telangana.
Both these places there is
different attitude. CM said
he does not cite old exam-
ples and questioned as to
from where the Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman has been sent
to RS from and asked
whether she is from MP?
In the Rajya Sabha, every
party sends candidate
from different states.
Baghel said Congress is a
national party and it is not
the first example. CM said
it is true that people were
having high expectations
that some candidate from
Chhattisgarh could be the
one of the candidates, but if
not this time, then next

time they can get a chance.
Both the Congress candi-

dates viz. Rajeev Shukla
and Ranjit Ranjan filed
their nominations before
Vidhan Sabha Secretary
and then they met the
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant in his cabin.
Mahant welcomed them
with a flower bouquet.

During this PCC State in-
Charge PL Punia, Minsiter
Ravindra Choubey,
Mohammed Akbar, PCC
Chief Mohan Markam,
Phulo Devi Netam, Dr Shiv
Daharia, Amarjeet Bhagat,
Kawasi Lakhma,
Satyanarayan Sharma, ad-
visor to CM Rajesh Tiwari,
Manoj Mandavi and party
MLAs in large number
were present.

Prior to this a meeting of
party MLAs was held at
CM’s official residence and
in this a formal introduc-
tion of both the RS candi-
dates was given. After meet-
ing at CM’s house, all the
party MLAs and Ministers
left for Vidhan Sabha for
filing of nomination.

BJP adopting different attitude
in UP and Ch’garh: CM

p Party sends RS can-
didates from differ-
ent states

Couple commits
suicide, found

hanging in room
Last night in Tarun

Nagar

Raipur, May 31: Body
a couple was found
hanging from cieling of
the fan in the room late
on Monday night in
Tarun Nagar. This inci-
dent is of Civil Lines
Thana area. The couple
has been identified as
Jogesh Baghel and
Neera Nayak.

The Civil Lines police
informed that the girl is
resident of Karim
Nagar in Gudhiyari
and the boy is from
Rajendra Nagar. Both
were staying on rent in
the residence of Shekh
Mujiburharman in
Tarun Nagar for last
one month.

Last night when the
house owner found the
two hanging from the
fan’s cieling of their
room. He immediately
informed it to the po-
lice. The Police came to
the site and sent the
body of two for post-
mortem. The police is
investigating into the
case.

Raipur, May 31: The state
government has issued
fresh posting orders to six
IAS officers and in this
IAS Avinash Mishra and
Mayank Chaturvedi have
been given new posting.
Avinash Mishra has been
appointed as the CEO
District Panchayat
Raigarh and Mayank
Chaturvedi as the
Municipal Commissioner
of Raipur Municipal
Corporation and MD
Smart City.

Secretary Energy de-
partment and additional
charge of CG State Power
Company Ankit Anand

(IAS-2006 batch) has been
given an additional charge
of Secretary CM
Secretariat. Similarly
Namrata Gandhi (IAS-2013
batch)  working as
Collector Gariyaband has
been posted as Joint
Secretary in the State
Secretariat till further or-
ders.

Prabhat Malik (IAS-2015
batch) working as
Commissioner RMC
Raipur has been appointed
as Collector Gariyaband
till further orders. Ravi
Mittal (IAS-2016 batch)
working as CEO District
Panchayat Raigarh has
been appointed as CEO
District Panchayat Raipur.
Similarly Mayank
Chaturvedi (IAS-2017
batch) working as CEO
District Panchayat Raipur
has been appointed as
Municipal Commissioner
RMC and with an addi-

tional charge of MD of
Smart City. Avinash
Mishra (IAS-2018) batch-
working as SDM
Dantewada District South
Bastar has been appointed
as CEO District Panchayat
Raigarh till further orders.

Two IPS given fresh
posting

Similarly in another
order for Police
Department, the state gov-
ernment has issued fresh
posting to two IPS officers.
As per orders by the Under
Secretary Home
Department Manoj Kumar
Shrivastava, Govardhan
Ram Thakur (IPS-2011
batch) and working as SP
Balod district has been ap-
pointed as Asst. DG Police
headquarters Raipur.
Whereas IPS JK Yadav
(IPS-2018 batch) working
as Addl. SP Operations
has been appointed as SP
Balod.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 31: Minister
for Housing and
Environment Mohammed
Akbar chaired a workshop
Raipur’s Master Plan 2031
at the convention hall of
new Circuit House here on
Tuesday. It is notable here
that the Town and
Country Planning (T&CP)
is preparing a draft of
city’s new Master Plan
(Revised) 2031.

Holding discussions in
the workshop, he laid
stress on developing better
system for public conven-
ience while preparing the
draft of Raipur Master

Plan-2031. During this the
public representatives and
other organisations gave
valuable suggestions. On
this occasion
Parliamentary Secretary
Vikas Upadhyay, MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Chairman RDA Subhash
Dhuppad, MLA
Dhanendra Sahu, Mayor
Birgoan Municipal
Corporation Nandlal
Dewangan, Director Town
& Country Planning GP
Mourya and representa-
tives from various institu-
tions were present.

Minister for Housing
and Environment
Mohammed Akbar while
holding discussions said
that in view of increasing

population of Raipur city
and the master plan to be
prepared in view of prepa-
rations to be made for de-
veloping Raipur in the
form of vibrant capital
city and to ensure partici-
pation of public the sug-
gestions of public reps and
of people from concerned
organisations and institu-
tions too should are being
taken. He said that partici-
pation of the community
and the beneficiaries in
preparing the master plan
is an important procedure.
In this the officers, benefi-
ciaries, town planners, ar-
chitects, engineers and
others shared their valu-
able suggestions and hope-
fully it will help in prepar-

ing a well-planned and
well-organised master
plan of capital city of 2031,
he added.

Minister for Housing
and Environment Akbar
informed that in view of
increasing population and
possibility of development
in the city, the entire plan-
ning is being made taking
the proposed population of
city to 30 lakhs by 2031. He
said that the objective of
Raipur Master Plan (draft)
2031 is to provide greenery
in the areas to be devel-
oped and make necessary
improvements in the city.
In the same way, due em-
phasis has been given on
conservation of natural
resources, water re-

sources, better environ-
ment, decentralisation
view-point and separation
of regional traffic. In addi-
tion to this for uninter-
rupted flow of local vehi-
cles, improvements in the
internal roads and the
likely changes in the near
future and in pattern of
the land-use and all such
issues have been included
in the draft.

In this workshop MLA
and Parliamentary secre-
tary Vikas Upadhyay, MLA
Satyanarayan Sharma,
Chairman RDA Subhash
Dhuppad, MLA Dhanedra
Sahu, representatives
from CCCI, Architects, en-
gineers and other associa-
tions and institutions gave
valuable suggestions.
They gave emphasis on
make the core issues like
drinking water, electricity,
road, health, education,
parking and others public
facilities in view of in-
creasing population and
make it more convenient.

‘Develop amenities in line with increasing population’
More emphasis on
developing better
public facilities’

In the workshop
held on draft of
Raipur Master 
Plan-2031

Mayank Chaturvedi is
new Commissioner RMC
Also given addition-
al charge of MD
Smart City

Six IAS given fresh
posting

Raipur, May 31: In a
shocking incident, the po-
lice recovered a girl’s dead
body from a car in
Abhanpur area of Raipur
on Monday morning.
Some local people first no-
ticed the car parked in an
unclaimed condition.
Inside was the body of a
young woman wearing a
salwar suit. They immedi-
ately informed the police.

The police who reached
the spot saw that the girl’s
throat was slit with a
knife. The dead body lying
inside the car was bleed-
ing profusely. The car is
said to be owned by a
youth living in Abhanpur.
The police have arrested
him. The deceased has
been identified as Suman
Sahu.

According to the infor-
mation received so far, the
girl and her boyfriend had
gone out for a walk. In the
meantime they had a heat-
ed argument. Her
boyfriend named S Kumar
Sahu attacked her with a

knife kept with him. The
police started investiga-
tion to find out the reason
behind the incident.

During the day-long in-
terrogation, her boyfriend
kept saying that he did not
do anything. He told police
that a miscreant on a bike
came and ran away after
killing his girlfriend. S
Kumar kept changing his
statement, but could not
stand in front of the police
for long. He said that he
and Suman were going to
Navagaon.

He said that she had

called him. On the way to
Navagaon the car broke
down and he stopped the
car near Thanaud Chowk
and talked to her. He said
that he asked her whether
she was loving someone
else, or she was cheating
him. Both of them had a
querell on this matter. In a
fit of anger he he put a
knife on Suman’s neck.

Suman Sahu, who was
killed in this incident, was
a resident of Kaserudih vil-
lage in Gariaband district.
Her boyfriend S Kumar is
also from this village. They
were in love for about 6
years. For the last few
months, Suman was living
in Raipur with a rented
house. She used to work in
Raipur. Both had vowed to
live together. After a few
months, both of them even
thought of getting married.
Suman’s boyfriend told
that she used to talk on the
phone quite often. Seeing
that her phone line was al-
ways busy he suspected in-
fidelity.

Girls found dead in car with her throat slit

Raipur, May 31: Union
Minister of State for
Ministry of Food
Processing Industries and
Ministry of Jal Shakti
Prahlad Singh Patel
reached Raipur on
Monday on the occasion of
completion of 8 years of
Modi government at the
Centre. During his visit to
Raipur he will meet the
people and highlight the
achievements of the cen-
tral government.

Talking to the media at
Raipur airport, Union
Minister Prahlad Patel
said that after the forma-

tion of the Modi govern-
ment at the Centre, his-
toric decisions were taken
in the country. For the first
time since Independence,
several important tasks
were performed in Modi
government, he said,

adding that the poor have
got a lot without asking be-
cause of the Modi govern-
ment. On completion of 8
years, BJP leaders will go
to the people under the
Sushasan Garib Kalyan
Yojana and review the cen-
tral schemes besides tak-
ing information from the
people, he said.

Patel also said that the
food park being built in
Chhattisgarh will also be
thoroughly inspected.
Noting that Food Park, ap-
proved since 2014, has not
yet been fully built, he said
that reason behind delay

will also be reviewed. The
construction of this food
park is being done by the
state government along
with the center. The cen-
tral government is moni-
toring the scheme.

The virtual inaugura-
tion of Indus Best Mega
Food Park at village
Bemta-Sarora in Tilda de-
velopment block of Raipur
district of Chhattisgarh
was done on June 3, 2021.
Indus Best Mega Food
Park Pvt Ltd is to be set up
in 63.8 acres of land at a
project cost of Rs 145.5
crore.

Many historic decisions taken in Modi govt: Patel 
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  3311::  Bank of
Baroda has felicitated
renowned folk singer
Padmashri Malini Awasthi
with the ‘Maharaja Sayajirao
Lokbhasha Samman’, institut-
ed under the name of
Maharaja Sayajirao Gaikwad
III, the founder of the bank,
for her significant contribu-
tion to the spread of Indian
folk languages through her
folk songs. The honour was
conferred on her by the Bank
at a special function organ-
ised by the Bank at Gangtok
by Ajay K Khurana, executive
director of the Bank.

It may be noted that Bank

of Baroda honours a person
who has made remarkable
contribution for the propaga-
tion of folk language every
year. In this context, the bank
conferred the award for the
year 2020-21 on Padma Shri
Malini Awasthi. On the occa-

sion, Bank’s Executive
Director, Ajay K Khurana has
honoured the Zonal Offices
and Regional offices with the
Baroda Rajbhasha Puraskar
for their outstanding work in
the field of official language
at the bank. Bank’s chief gen-

eral manager (Operations)
Ajay K Khosla, Sanjay Singh,
head (Official Language and
Parliamentary Committee),
Punit Kumar Mishra, assis-
tant general manager
(Official Language and
Parliamentary Committee)
and other executives and offi-
cial language in-charges from
across the country were also
present on the occasion. Ajay
K Khurana, executive director
of the Bank and chief general
manager (Operations) Ajay K
Khosla and head (Official
Language and Parliamentary
Committee) Sanjay Singh,
who was present on the dais.

Raipur, May 31: Gudiyari
Police have arrested 31-
year-old Umesh Ahuja,
resident of Shanti Nagar
falling under jurisdiction
of Madhav Nagar in Katni
(Madhya Pradesh) in con-
nection with Rohit
Makhija suicide case.
Rohit Makhija had com-
mitted suicide by jumping
off 4th floor of a building
on being fed up with con-
tinuous threat and intimi-
dation in the name of
transaction in IPL betting.
Police had registered of-
fence against five youth
for allegedly abetting
Rohit to commit suicide.

Two persons namely
Ankur Waswani and
Amar Ravlani were al-
ready arrested in this case.

Police said that the de-
ceased Rohit Makhija,
originally a resident of
Satna district of Madhya
Pradesh, was staying at
his sister’s house in
Dangnia here for several
months. During this, he
got acquainted with the
bookies who played bet-
ting in the IPL cricket
match.

Rohit Makhija lost lakhs
of rupees in the betting.
Disturbed by the threat,
Rohit committed suicide
by jumping from the
fourth floor of house num-
ber 43 in Sri
Krishnanagar, Gudhiyari
on 25 September-2021.
After investigation, the po-
lice had registered an of-
fense against the five sus-
pects under sections 306,
34 of abetment to suicide.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 31: Various
programmes were organ-
ized at Government
Dental College, Raipur on
Monday to mark World
No Tobacco Day. Third
and final year students of
dental college took part
in programmes under the
guidance of Dr  Virendra
Vadher (Principal of
Government Dental
College), Dr Milind
Wasnik (Head of
Department of Public
Health Dentistry), Dr
PinakaPani R (Head of
Department of Oral
Medicine and Radiology).

The students of the col-
lege took out a rally to
make people aware about
the ill-effects of tobacco.
On this occasion, Dr
Dipti Verma, Deputy
Collector, Mrs Nidhi
Sahu, Joint Collector,
Mrs Shimmi Nahid, Joint
Collector and many offi-
cers and staffs of
Collectorate Raipur were
present.

By staging a street play
in the Collectorate prem-
ises, appealed the people
to stay away from tobac-
co, also about the harm it
causes to the environ-
ment. On this occasion,
dental and medical camp

was organized by
Government Dental
College at Aranya
Bhawan, Naya Raipur.

Posters and Rangoli
made by the students
were displayed on the oc-
casion. A booklet regard-
ing ill effects, prevention
and cessation was re-
leased by Dr Virendra
Vadher (Principal of the
college). All the doctors,
students and patients
present in the college
were administered an
oath not to use tobacco.

World No Tobacco Day
is observed every year on
31st May across the
world. The purpose of
celebrating this day is to
spread awareness about
the danger of tobacco.
World Health
Organization’s Theme for
World No Tobacco Day
2022 is “Tobacco - Threat
to our Environment”.
Millions of people die
every year due to tobacco
consumption.

Bank of Baroda felicitates renowned folk singer Padmashri Malini Awasthi

Man wanted in abetment
to suicide case arrested

Offence registered
against five persons
in Rohit Makhija
suicide case

Two accused arrest-
ed earlier

Celebration of ‘NO TOBACO DAY’ at GDC Raipur
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COURTESY VISIT 

The Congress party’s RS candidates Rajeev Shukla and Ranjit Ranjan paid courtesy
visit to the Speaker State Assembly Dr Charandas Mahant after filing of nomination
in VS here on Tuesday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 31: The na-
tion is celebrating the
Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
to commemorate the
Indian Independence. As
a part of this momentous
occasion, Prime Minister
interacted with the bene-
ficiaries of about sixteen
schemes/pro g ammes
spanning nine
Ministries/Departments
of the Government of
India.

All these schemes ad-
dress the poorest seg-
ments of population;
therefore, the event is
aptly named as “Garib
Kalyan Sammelan”. The
principal objective of the
interaction is not only to
understand how these
schemes have brought
about ease of living for
the citizens, but also to ex-
plore possibility of con-
vergence and saturation.
This will also give an op-
portunity to assess the cit-
izens’ aspiration for India

as it completes 100 years
of independence in the
year 2047.

The Sammelan is one of
the largest ever single-
event nationwide interac-
tion spanning all districts,
wherein Prime Minster
will interact with benefi-
ciaries about the impact
that the wide-ranging
schemes/programmes
covering housing, avail-

ability of potable water,
food, health and nutrition,
livelihood and financial
inclusion etc., have had on
their lives.

Raipur District is also
proud to be a part of this
August event and had
made all the necessary
arrangements for the pro-
gramme held at ICAR-
National Institute of
Biotic Stress

Management from 10.00
A.M. onwards today. The
event was presided over
by Prahlad Singh Patel,
Minister of State for Food
Processing and Jalshakti
and also attended by
Member of parliament
Sunil Soni, MLAs and
other dignitaries. All the
invited guest were wel-
comed by Institute
Director Dr P.K.Ghosh.
The District level event
was linked with the
National event at 11.00
A.M. when  Prime
Minister will be live from
Shimla interacted with
the beneficiaries with the
country.

Prime Minister also re-
leased the 11th install-
ment of the Kisan
Samman Nidhi. Prime
Minister also interacted
with some of the benefici-
aries spread across the
country through video-
conferencing. Total 10
crore farmers benefitted
by transferring 21 thou-
sand crore rupees.

PM-KISAN with beneficiaries of schemes
telecasted by ICAR-NIBSM 

Institute Director Dr P.K.Ghosh and Dr Anil Dixit, 
Joint Director & Principal Scientist (Agronomy) honouring
Prahlad Singh Patel, Minister of  State for Food Processing
and Jalshakti.

CM condoles demise of ex-MP
Chakradhari Singh

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  3311::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has expressed
profound grief on sad demise of
Ex-MP of Sarguja  Chakradhari
Singh. Chief Minister has
empathized with the grief-strick-
en family and has prayed for the
departed soul to rest in peace.
Chief Minister said in his condo-
lence message that Chakradhari
Singh was an active public repre-
sentative, focused on the devel-
opment of his area, beloved by
the people. His demise is an
irreparable loss for us. It is note-
worthy that Shri Chakradhari
Singh was elected as MP in year
1980. He rendered his valuable
services to the organization on
various designations.

CPSKS expresses gratitude

towards Nagaria
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  3311::  A delegation of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh Swasth
Karmachari Sangh (CPSKS)led
by its state president O P
Sharma paid a courtesy visit to
Tripti Nagaria Dean Pt Jawahar
Lal Nehru Memorial Medical
College Raipur and expressed
their gratitude towards her order
to remove Dr Vineet Jain who
has been continuously threaten-
ing the staff and officials of
Medical College. The delegation
had earlier requested Dean
Nagaria to remove Dr Jain from
his post for his ill-treatment
towards officers and staff.  

Raipur, May 31: Amity
School of Fashion
Technology, Amity
University Chhattisgarh or-
ganized the annual
Graduation show for
Fashion Design Batch of
2022 at Amity University
Raipur Campus on 30th of
May,2022.

The Gala was inaugurat-
ed by the Pro. Vice
Chancellor, Dr. Vijay Singh
Dahima and HoD- Dr.
Indrani Singh Rai.

On this occasion, the
passing out batch show

cased their talents.
Designers participating

were Bhumika, Sana,
Priya, Soniya, Nirantara,
Yashprabha, Tanushree,
Ashmina, Nirantara, Kajol,
Nupur and Bhumika.

The design collection was
mix and match of tradition-
al as well as western outfits.
The unique theme based
collections like Indian
Traditional, Bespoke,
Eclectic, Androgynous and
Foreign Traditional,
prompted much enthusi-
asm and craze among the

cheering viewers in the
show.

The display got possible
because of the eminent fac-
ulty members like
Assistant Professors ,
Madhurendra Kumar,
Rajeev Kumar, Dipti
Chaturvedi, Annie Ali and
Studio Assistant Anita D.
apart from the volunteers
from the junior batches.

Overall the show was
well crafted, and had a pro-
fessional touch be it the de-
signs, creative theme, the
choreography or the stage.

Creative Brains on the
Ramp- Shilpangan-2022

Raipur May 31:
Gyaneshwari Yadav, a
daughter of Chhattisgarh,
has  won three silver
medals in the IWF Junior
World Weightlifting
Championship held in
Greece. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel congratu-
lated her on this proud mo-
ment and announced to
give financial assistance of
Rs. 5 Lakh and appoint-
ment for the post of ASI
(Assistant Superintendent
of Police). The Chief
Minister also announced
financial assistance of Rs.
5 lakh to Ajay Lohar, the
coach of Gyaneshwari

Yadav.
Rajnandgaon resident

Gyaneshwari Yadav met
the Chief Minister Baghel
at his official residence in
Raipur. The Chief
Minister congratulated
Gyaneshwari on winning
three silver medals while
performing exceptionally
in this international event
and wished her a bright fu-
ture.

The Chief Minister hon-
oured Gyaneshwari Yadav,
her coach Ajay Lohar, and
her father Deepak Yadav

by presenting shawls and
mementos.

In the Junior World
W e i g h t l i f t i n g
Championship held in
Heraklion city of Greece
from May 01 to 10,
Gyaneshwari won silver
medals in the snatch,
clean and jerk event of 49
kg category. The manager
of Digvijay Stadium
Rajnandgaon, Ranvijay
Pratap Singh was also
present during this meet-
ing with the Chief
Minister.

Gyaneshwari bags 3 silver medals 
In the Junior World
Weightlifting
Championship

Gyaneshwari is a
resident of R’gaon
won three silver
medals in the IWF
Junior World
Weightlifting
Competition held in
Greece

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 31: In the
last three years despite
the corona pandemic,

significant progress has
been made in the field of
education in
Chhattisgarh. Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi has praised
Virendra Bhagat, a
teacher in Jashpur dis-
trict of Chhattisgarh in
his radio talk ‘Mann Ki
Baat’.

From time to time,
NITI Aayog has also ap-
preciated the excellent
work being done in the
education field in
Sukma, Dantewada, and
Jashpur districts.

In Bijapur and Sukma
districts, about 200
schools that were force-
fully closed by the
Maoists, have been re-
opened with the special
initiative of the state
government.

More than 25 lakh
students and more than
2 lakh teachers are reg-
istered on
Chhattisgarh’s online
education portal

“Padhai Tuhar Duar”
to ensure uninterrupt-
ed education.

It is worth mention-
ing that many educa-
tionists have raised ob-
jections to the report of
the National
Achievement Survey of
School Education that
has been recently re-
leased by the
Department of School
Education of the
Government of India.
The objection has been
raised to the ‘timing’ of
the survey, which was
conducted when mostly
all schools were closed
for more than two years
due to the Corona pan-
demic.

Another objection
has been raised to the
‘method’ of taking the
survey, the OMR sheets
were used to evaluate
children’s progress and
learning competencies.
It is very difficult for
third and fifth-class

children to fill these
OMR sheets, which in
turn has hampered the
outcome of the assess-
ment result and with
these results, it is not
possible to correctly
evaluate children’s
progress and learning
competencies. It ap-
pears that the survey
has been conducted not
to evaluate children’s
progress and learning
competencies, but to
evaluate the OMR fill-
ing skill of children.

Some of the figures in
this survey are quite
misleading.

For example-
Chhattisgarh has got
301 marks against the
national average of 323
in Language for class
III, while the national
capital New Delhi has
also got only 302 marks.
Similarly, Chhattisgarh
has got 283 marks and
Delhi only 282 marks in
Mathematics as com-

pared to the national
average of 306.

The achievement of
the capital Delhi being
so much less than the
national average raises
a question mark on the
credibility of the sur-
vey itself. Similarly,
there is a huge differ-
ence between the fig-
ures of NAS and
UDISE.

For example, accord-
ing to the NAS, only 51
percent of the schools
in Chhattisgarh have a
library, while according
to UDISE, 96.98 percent
of the schools have a li-
brary.

The “Swami
Atmanand Utkrisht
Vidyalaya” scheme of
Chhattisgarh has re-
ceived praise every-
where. This survey of
the Central
Government that has
been done at the wrong
time, appears to be a
survey full of false data.

Significant progress has been made in the
field of education in Ch’garh in last 3 yrs

Prime Minister and
NITI Aayog have
appreciated the
Ch’garh’s progress
in the education
field

About 200 closed
schools of Bijapur
and Sukma, now
reopened on the
special initiative of
Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment

“National
Achievement
Survey of School
Education is just a
Pseudo Statistical
Document”

Raipur, May 31: In
order to provide maxi-
mum crop products to
the farmers of the coun-
try and to protect the
crops from pest infesta-
tion, two new products of
nutritional and pesticide
category, Imara & Judwa-
G were launched in
Chhattisgarh. Mr. Hitesh
Patel, Vice President  of
the  manufacturing  com-
pany Sulfur Mills
Limited, Mumbai, com-
pany’s second chief exec-
utive officer in India, Dr.
U.A. Parasara, Head

(Crop Production)
Radheshyam, A. VP
(Field Marketing) Vivek
Rastogi and Regional
Sales Manager Virendra
Patidar were specially
present on this occasion.

While addressing a
press conference on the
launching of Imara and
Judwaa-G, the company’s
Vice President Hitesh
Patel, the company’s sec-

ond chief executive in
India, Dr. U.A. Parasara
said that till now many
chemicals have been
used to increase the pro-
ductivity of crops. But it
has always been the goal
of Sulfur Mills Ltd. to in-
crease the productivity of
the crop, keeping the de-
pendence on chemicals to
a minimum level, in
order to get a hygienic
product, so that the fertil-
ity of the field is not af-
fected and the crop is also
protected from pest infes-
tation.

Agro products launched in Nutrient & Pesticide category

Central Chronicle News

Balconagar, May, 31:
Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer and
a subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium Business, ob-
served Menstrual Hygiene
Day with a week-long
awareness drive involving
local communities. Under
Nayi Kiran, BALCO’s
community development
project in menstrual

health & hygiene, the com-
pany conducted various
activities like wall paint-
ing, awareness rallies, slo-
gan writing and poster
making competition for
sensitizing the public on
menstrual hygiene.

The highlight of the
week was the launch of a
short film, ‘Sarika –
Dondro ki Nayi Kiran’,
which follows the story of
local champion Sarika and
her inspirational cam-
paign on menstrual rights,
as part of Project Nayi
Kiran. The film, which
was released in the pres-
ence of over 500 people,
showcases the impact of
the project on local com-
munities. Link to view the
f i l m :
https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=kUUJVrJWr5M

Launched in 2019,
Project Nayi Kiran reach-
es out to 45 villages and
wards spread across rural

and urban areas. The proj-
ect has undertaken capaci-
ty building and leadership
sessions with around 60
adolescent girls group, 60
women’s Self-Help Groups
and 60 frontline workers,
making them torchbear-
ers on spreading aware-
ness about safe menstrual
health practices. In an in-
clusive step, the project
has also worked towards
sensitizing the male frater-
nity. 60 adolescent boys
have also been made com-
munity champions on
menstrual health aware-
ness. This year four
Swastha Suvidha
Kendras have also been
established in villages for
counselling on Menstrual
Health & Hygiene related
issues and for addressing
queries, if any. Till date,
BALCO has sensitized
nearly 33,400 women,
men, adolescent girls and
boys through Nayi Kiran.

Launching the film,
Abhijit Pati, CEO &
Director, BALCO, said, “I
extend my sincere grati-
tude towards the commu-
nity members and espe-
cially towards adolescent
girl leaders for steering
the Project Nayi Kiran at
grassroot level and mak-
ing it a success. ‘Sarika’ is
not just a short film but a
beacon of change, which
will serve as an inspira-
tion to the entire region
and the state at large. We,
at BALCO, are committed
to go the extra mile to-
wards addressing the
myths surrounding men-
struation and spreading
awareness on menstrual
health & hygiene, for
bringing about a positive
transformation in the
health of women and girls
in the region.”

Sharing her experience,
Sarika Kanwar, on whom
the short film is based,

said, “I am extremely
thankful towards the en-
tire team of BALCO for
their relentless efforts to
address the many taboos
and myths associated
with menstruation.
Project Nayi Kiran has
not only helped thousands
of women, but even sensi-
tized the male community,
thus bringing about a ho-
listic change in percep-
tion towards menstrua-
tion.”

Jaya Rathiya, Sarpanch
of Bela village added,
“BALCO’s Project Nayi
Kiran has been playing an
instrumental role in im-
proving the health profile
of female members espe-
cially belonging to the
rural community. I com-
mend the slew of initia-
tives undertaken by
BALCO as part of the
project, for we can see the
changes in the communi-
ty already.”

BALCO observes Menstrual Hygiene Day 
With week-long
awareness drive

Launches short film
‘Sarika – Dondro ki
Nayi Kiran’ cele-
brating efforts of
Sarika Kanwar, a
champion of men-
strual rights

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  3311::  Chhattisgarh’s
export has increased by about
2.45 times in the last three
years due to the measures
taken by the state government
for export promotion under the
new industrial policy year
2019-24. Exports rose to Rs
25241.13 cr in the year 2021-22
as compared to Rs 9067.92 cr in
the year 2019-20. The iron and
steel exports have witnessed
an increase of about seven and
a half times while rice exports
have increased 4.68 times and
exports of aluminum and alu-
minum products have wit-

nessed two-fold rise in the year
2021-22 as compared to the
year 2019-20. 

It is worth mentioning that
several industry-friendly provi-
sions have been made in the
new industrial policy 2019-24
of the state. In addition to ease
of doing business and single
window system, many conces-
sions have been given for
industries. Provision has been
made to give special conces-
sion in taxes to the products
exported from the state and
subsidy on the transportation
cost of the products to be

exported from the unit level to
the nearest port.

Due to the provisions of
export promotion in the indus-
trial policy of the state, a sig-
nificant increase has been reg-
istered in the exports of the
state between the year 2019-20
to the year 2021-22 in the last
three years. According to the
information received from the
Industries Department, the
exports stood at Rs 9067.92 cr
in the financial year 2019-20,
out of which the share of rice is
Rs 1827.01 cr, iron and steel Rs
981.12 cr and aluminum and

aluminum products Rs 3072.03
cr. Similarly, in the financial
year 2020-21, the exports stood
at Rs 17199.97 cr including Rs
5487.16 cr of rice, Rs 3423.06 cr
of iron and steel and Rs 3159.76
cr of aluminum and aluminum
products. There has been a sig-
nificant increase in exports
from the state in the financial
year 2021-22 as well. Exports
stood at Rs 25241.13 cr in the
financial year 2021-22 includ-
ing Rs 8559.12 cr (rice), Rs
7386.13 cr (iron and steel) and
Rs 6026.48 cr (aluminum and
aluminum products). Under the

provision of transport grant to
export-oriented industries, a
provision has been made to
provide assistance equal to the
actual freight charges from the
place of manufacture of the
product to the place of export.
According to the Industrial
Policy, the maximum limit of
assistance will be Rs 30 lakh
per annum, which will be avail-
able till the time period of the
Industrial Policy 2019-24.
Various other measures are
also being taken by the state
government for export 
promotion. 

Ch’garh’s export has increased by about 2.45 times 
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Lara, May 31: Under cele-
brations of "Swachhta
Pakhwada" a walkathon
and cleanliness drive or-
ganized at NTPC Lara at
Maitree Nagar township
on 31st May 2022.
Employees, office bearers
of Prerita Mahila samiti
and associates voluntarily
participated whole heart-
edly participated in this
programme under the
guidance of Diwakar
Kaushik, CGM Lara.
Employees and associates
visited the township and
collected the solid waste
under the cleanliness
drive. Those collected solid
wastes were segregated as
biodegradable and non-
biodegradable waste and
sent for processing in an
eco-friendly manner.

Swacchata Pakhwada
was celebrated from 16 to

31 May 2022. During this
period various cleaning

activities were undertak-
en to maintain neat and

clean workplace and sur-
roundings. In the ongoing

Girl Empowerment
Mission, it was tried to
make the girls aware
about importance of per-
sonal hygiene and clean
surrounding for healthy
life. A drawing and paint-
ing competition was or-
ganized among the girls to
present their thought by
painting. Similarly ban-
ners and posters were dis-
played at various strategic
locations for awareness
among employees and
nearby villagers.

O this occasion, JSS
Murty, GM (O&M),
Santosh Kumar Jha, GM
(Project), Akhilesh Singh,
GM (Maintenance), Rajeev
Ranjan, GM (Fuel manage-
ment), Samarendra
Kumar Roy, GM
(Operation), Vijender
Singh, Asst. Commandant
(CISF), Head of the depart-
ments, office bearers of
Prerita Mahila Samiti, em-
ployees and associates
were present.

Walkathon and cleanliness drive organized 
 Under 'Swachhta

Pakhwada'

Konta, May 31:  

Under the Jal Jeevan
Mission running in
Sukma district, a water
workshop was organized
at Swami Vivekananda
Auditorium to honor
women working in villages
who have received training
in water quality testing. In
this program 60 women
"Jal Bahini" participated
by whom water test was
done. Aprons were provid-
ed by UNICEF and World
Vision India for water

quality testers. During the
program apron was dis-
tributed to the water sis-
ters by Sukma SDM Ms.
Preeti Durgam and impor-
tant information about
water conservation and
purity was given by them.
Executive Engineer of
Public Health Engineering
Department  J. Ale.
Mahla gave detailed infor-
mation about the purpose
and importance of Jal
Jeevan Mission. On this
occasion SDO Sukma R.L.
Mandavi, SDO Konta HS

Gaur, Deputy Engineer
Konta Anil Agarkar,
Keshari Nandan Sahu,
World Vision India,
Technical District
Coordinator Rajesh Sahu,
WQMIS Coordinator
Satish Sahu, Information
Education and
Communication Ajit
Potai, Monitoring
Coordinator Deepak
Ratre, MIS Coordinator
Chhatrapal Verma,
Finance Coordinator
Deepak Sahu etc. were
present.

'Jal sisters' receive honours
in Jalvahini workshop

Churikala, May 31:  

For freeing the illegally
occupied government
made houses in Nagar
Panchayat Chhurikala, a
dozen councilors of the
city have from time to time
signed petitions and sub-
mitted memorandums to
higher officials, but as no
appropriate action was
taken by the administra-
tion till date, the illegal oc-
cupants are getting en-
couraged.

It is to be known that in
the government land next
to the tribal service coop-
erative society operated in
Nagar Panchayat
Chhurikala, a house was
built by the District
Panchayat Katghora for
the Agriculture Extension
Officer, in which the
Agriculture Extension
Officer Ghanshyam
Sendre was given resi-
dence in the year 2006-7.

Extension officer

Ghanshyam Sandre left
the house after being
transferred elsewhere in
2008; meanwhile the house
was being used as a paddy
godown during the paddy
procurement season. One
Jamal Khan was hired by
the then Lempus Manager
Mohammad Khalil as a
seller in the society, and
the said vacant govern-
ment residence was trans-
ferred to Jamal Khan in
the Janpad Panchayat in
the presence of the then

district member
Shatrughan Devangan by
passing a resolution,ther-
bey giving the residence
on rent to Jamal Khan.

After complaints from
villagers, of the region,
the then Tehsildar Shri
Arjun Sisodia took action
against Jamal Khan and
got the government house
freed from possession and
the house was sealed. But
after the incident the ac-
cused Jamal Khan has
once again seized the prop-

erty on rent with the coop-
eration of administrative
officers.

A dozen councilors and
citizens of the Nagar
Panchayat protested
against the illegal occupa-
tion of government hous-
ing and also high school
grounds by Jamal Khan,
and filed a collective signa-
ture application to SDM,
Revenue Department,
Tehsildar Katghora, in-
cluding the MLA, and
Revenue Minister, but not
a single official of the de-
partment is taking con-
crete action regarding the
illegal possession case. In
this regard, Councilor
Hiralal Yadav said that
since no concrete action
has been taken by the
Revenue Department and
the concerned officials so
far, the councilors and citi-
zens will highlight the
issue with the Chief
Minister, on his arrival in
the district.

Government house illegally occupied

Koriya, May 31: 

On the sensitive initia-
tive of the district admin-
istration, villagers to take
advantage of rural health
facilities from far-flung vil-
lages reached and took the
services in a major health
camp organized in the
Government Higher
Secondary School premis-
es of Kelhari. This initia-
tive of the administration
got a positive response
from the general public
and as a result, more than
3472 villagers reached the
camp and got free tests for
different diseases and took
medicines and consulta-
tions. DAVP and MLA Mr.
Gulab Kamro, Collector
Kuldeep Sharma, OSD PS
Dhruv and SP Prafulla
Thakur reached the camp
and interacted directly
with the villagers to know

their experiences. During
this, MLA Kamro ad-
dressed the camp. He con-
gratulated and extended
his best wishes for the sen-
sitive initiative of the dis-
trict administration for or-
ganizing a major health
camp. Collector Kuldeep
Sharma while addressing
the program said that as
per the wishes of the state

government, the district
administration is making
continuous efforts to pro-
vide better health facilities
to every person. Here it
needs a mention that in
the camp, 3472 villagers
were examined and treat-
ed for various diseases
free of cost. In this, heart
diseases, echocardiogra-
phy - 30, medicine distribu-

tion - 1836, diabetes - 223,
hypertension - 197, leprosy
- 5, gynecology and obstet-
rics - 204, pediatrics - 105,
dentistry - 85, nose-ear-
throat and Audiometry
Test - 83, Orthopedic - 186,
Mental Health -151, Eye
Disease 259 & Glasses
Distribution - 156, Lab Test
- 407, Health I.D. - 204
Ayushman Card - 240,
Investigation, Treatment
and AYUSH Department -
242, T.B. Investigation - 34,
Malaria - 11, Medicine
Department - 514,
Sonography - 15 and
General Investigation and
Treatment - 402. Similarly,
40 percent or more disabil-
ity holders will be provid-
ed with 40 percent or more
disability by testing the
handicapped in the
camp.NCC students played
a pivotal role in bringing
the villagers to the camp.

More than 3400 villagers 
benefit from Mega Health Camp

Koriya, May 31: Six chil-
dren from the district were
benefited under PM Cares
for Children Scheme, in the
district. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, trans-
ferred an amount of Rs 10
lakh to the children's ac-
count under the PM Cares
for Children scheme run
by the Union Ministry of
Women and Child
Development. In a pro-
gram organized through
video conferencing in the
District Collectorate Office,
the said documents were
distributed by District
Panchayat President Smt.
Renuka Singh and
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
to 06 such beneficiary chil-
dren of the district, who
are being benefited under
this scheme. During this,
the Prime Minister of the
country while addressing
the children said that PM
Cares for Children is an at-
tempt to reduce the chal-
lenges/difficulties for the
children who have lost
their parents or their
guardians in a calamity

like Corona. For this, an
amount of Rs 10 lakh has
been deposited in the ac-
count of children below
the age of 18 years.
Children will be able to
withdraw this assistance
amount on reaching the
age of 23 years.

Apart from this, children
will also get monthly finan-
cial assistance on attaining
the age of 18 years for per-
sonal needs. Till the age of
23 years, these children
will also get the benefit of
health insurance up to Rs 5
lakh under the Ayushman

Bharat scheme. Today, the
health insurance card was
also distributed to the ben-
eficiary children during
the virtual program.
District Program Officer,
Women and Child
Development Department,
Mrs. Abhilasha Behar,
District Child Protection
Officer, members of
District Child Welfare
Committee and concerned
officers-employees were
present in the program.

Six children benefitted from
PM Cares for Children scheme

JCC(J) remembers
late Ajit Jogi

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  MMaayy  3311:: Many trav-
ellers and commuters on wheels
have lost their lives and suffered
injuries in the past due to the
heavy vehicles, mostly heavy
movers on the adjacent sides of
the National Highway.  In order
to get rid of the problems caused
by parking of vehicles on the
side of the roads around the city,
the decision to develop a trans-
port city and to take action
against the haphazardly parked
vehicles in the bus stand premis-
es has been taken many times,
but a stringent action against
the parked vehicles is still on
papers. It may be known that
some time back in the meeting
of the Road Safety Committee,
information was given regarding
the identified accident prone
areas of the district as well as
the measures being taken to
reduce the road accidents. But
after a few days these instruc-
tions were forgotten and the sit-
uation has remained as it is. The
traffic on the roads of the city is
such that it has become very
congested at times that it is vary
for the people to go on wheels
during the night hours. Here the
possibility of accidents due to
the day-to-day malfunction and

closure of the traffic signals can-
not be ruled out. Meanwhile
there are also reports that there
is no vacant space in the city as
people have made their own
parking lots and are parking
their vehicles haphazardly.

Heavy vehicles parked on both sides of NH posing danger!

Masturi, May 31:

A meeting of office
bearers and workers of
all departments of Janta
Congress Chhattisgarh
Jogi JCC(J)Party's
Masturi Vidhan Sabha
was organized under the
chairmanship of District
President Vishambhar
Gulhare.

While addressing the
meeting organized at
Rajak Bhawan located at
Jondhra Chowk, Gulhare
said that the great hero
of Chhattisgarh was the
messiah of the poor, the
benefactor of the de-
prived, backward tribals
and the leader of the pro-
letariat. Late Ajit Jogi,
the first Chief Minister
of Chhattisgarh, who
gave a new identity to
the country and the
world, can never be for-
gotten. He gave tips to all
the office bearers and
workers of the party's
department regarding
the upcoming elections.
Along with this, instruc-
tions were also given to
activate jointly regard-
ing expansion and mem-
bership in the party. At
the beginning of the

meeting, rich tributes
were paid the founder of
Janata Congress
Chhattisgarh late Ajit
Jogi on his second death
anniversary Assembly
Speaker K.K Nirnejak,
Malik Ram Dahria,
Tarachand Rai,
Satyendra Guleri, Than
Singh Bhargava,
Shravan Kumar
Madhukar, Maddy Yadav
addressed the gathering
and took a pledge to work
with determination to-
wards the party, remem-
bering the thoughts of
late Jogi. On this occa-
sion, Lokesh Dahre,
Sridev Kashyap, Ramesh
Sahu, Laxmi Prasad
Burman, Suresh
Nirnajak, Rameshwar
Gadwal, Avadh Naresh,
Shravan Kumar
Madhukar, Laxmendra
Patel, Shagun Lal
Keskar, Amrit Tandon,
Ramkhilavan Rai,
Sanjay Miri, Rahul
Roshan, Mayank along
with  party office bearers
and workers were pres-
ent.

 On his second

death anniv 

Kashmiri Pandits return to streets in Valley
to protest school teacher’s killing

Srinagar, May 31 (PTI) 

Kashmiri Pandits em-
ployed under the PM pack-
age hit the streets at vari-
ous places in the Valley on
Tuesday to protest the
killing of a woman
teacher by terrorists in
Kulgam district of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Rajni Bala (36), who be-
longed to Samba district
and was posted at a gov-
ernment school in
Gopalpora, was shot dead
by terrorists earlier in the
day. A handful of
Kashmiri Pandit employ-
ees assembled at the clock
tower at Lal Chowk here,
officials said. Another
group of protesters assem-
bled at Batwara in the
Sonawar area of the city
and raised slogans against
the Jammu and Kashmir

administration for its fail-
ure to ensure foolproof se-
curity for employees of
minority communities.

The protesters, mostly
women, raised slogans

like “Administration haye
haye” (down with admin-
istration), “Minorities ko
jeene do” (Let the minori-
ties live) and “We want jus-
tice”.

In south Kashmir’s
Qazigund town, the
Kashmiri Pandit employ-
ees blocked one tube of the
Jammu-Srinagar national
highway to protest Bala’s
killing. They appealed to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah to in-
tervene in the matter to
ensure the safety of mi-
norities. “The government
has failed completely in
providing security to the
minorities. Rahul Bhat
was killed inside a district
office on May 12 and today
our sister Rajni Bala was
shot dead inside a school.

“We appeal to PM, HM
and LG to intervene in the
matter. Kashmiri Pandits
are on the roads now and
there is no hope of sur-
vival,” one of the protes-
tors said.
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BRIEF

Movie hall shooting 
i Haveri (KTK): Three

people who had al-
legedly supplied the
gun to the accused
who shot a man
watching the movie
KGF-2 in a cinema at
Shiggavi town in the
district have been ar-
rested from Bihar, po-
lice said on Tuesday.
The survivor Vasanth
Kumar Mugali is re-
covering in a hospital.
In continuation of the
theatre #shootout in-
vestigation,
#haveripolice arrest-
ed 03 persons in con-
nection with Shiggavi
#shootout incident
from Barhad village of
Mungera (Munger)
district, Bihar, the dis-
trict Superintendent
of police
Hanumantharaya
tweeted. On April 20,
the main accused
Manjunath Patil shot
at Mugali in the
movie hall when the
latter objected to him
for keeping his legs on
the chair on April 20.

Flowers valley 
i Rishikesh: The world

famous valley of flow-
ers national park in
Chamoli district will
open for visitors on
Wednesday, a senior
official said. Giving
this information on
Tuesday
Uttarakhand’s Chief
Wildlife Warden
Parag Madhukar
Dhakate said the val-
ley of flowers will re-
main open for visitors
till October 31. The
park which is situated
in Uttarakhand’s
Chamoli district was
closed for two years
due to COVID-19.

Lottery fraud
i New Delhi: Two per-

sons were arrested for
allegedly cheating
over 100 people on the
pretext of giving them
Rs 25 lakh as the
‘Kaun Banega
Crorepati’ lottery
prize, police said on
Tuesday. The accused
were identified as
Pranav Kumar
Mishra (23), a resident
of Bihar’s Bhojpur
district, and Gautam
Prasad Yadav (29), a
resident of
Jharkhand’s Giridih
district, they said. The
two were previously
involved in a similar
case in Haryana.

Joint session 
i Lucknow: Uttar

Pradesh assembly
will invite President
Ram Nath Kovind to
address a joint ses-
sion of the state legis-
lature on the occa-
sion of ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsava”
on June 6. A resolu-
tion in this regard
was unanimously
passed in the state as-
sembly. As soon as
the House met,
Parliamentary
Affairs Minister
Suresh Kumar
Khanna tabled the
special resolution to
invite the President
for his address to the
House and guide
members on June 6.

Activists of Left Front
raise slogans during a
protest over the hike in
price of LPG cylinders
and other essential com-
modities, in Kolkata,
Tuesday.

Purulia (WB), May 31 (PTI): 

West Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Tuesday
called for defeating the saf-
fron camp in the 2024 gen-
eral election and said
BJP’s politics of hate and
violence will find “no
entry” across the country.

Dubbing the BJP-led
government at the Centre
as “adulterated”, she ac-
cused it of mismanaging
the country’s economy
through decisions such as
demonetization and using
central agencies to silence
the opposition.

“Let me make it very
clear that there will be no
entry for BJP in the 2024
Lok Sabha polls. It has to
go. There are no chances
of BJP returning to
power,” she said criticis-
ing the eight years of the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment.

The feisty TMC boss,
who was criticising the

eight years of the Modi
government, said the peo-
ple of India will ensure
that in 2024 BJP’s politics
of hate and violence finds
no entry in the country.

“The soil of Purulia and
the soil of Bengal gave me
the strength to fight for
people. I fear nobody, and
when it comes to ensuring
people’s welfare, I will
fight with all my might! -
@MamataOfficial. In 2024,
@BJP4India’s politics of
hate & violence will find
no entry in India,” the

AITC later tweeted.
Banerjee said the Modi

government began its
tenure with fake promises
which has culminated in
failed experiments after
eight years.

“The BJP government
has destroyed the lives of
the common people ... The
citizens of the country are
fed up with the anti-people
government at the
Centre”, she said.

Banerjee, who was ad-
dressing a meeting of
TMC workers of Purulia
district, also said “The
BJP-led government at the
Centre is adulterated. It
has destroyed the coun-
try’s economy through dis-
astrous decisions like de-
monetisation, which was a
big scam”.

Slamming the Modi gov-
ernment for “using” cen-
tral agencies to destroy the
opposition, Banerjee said
the CBI and ED should
first arrest corrupt BJP
ministers.

“They (Modi govern-
ment) are using CBI and
ED and other central agen-
cies to silence the opposi-
tion. Are the central agen-
cies to be used only
against (RJD leader) Lalu
Prasad Yadav, and
Satyendra Jain (AAP
leade)? What about BJP
ministers? Why is no ac-
tion being taken against
them? They too should be
put behind bars,” she said.

Keeping up her attack
against the BJP, the feisty
TMC supremo said, “They
are summoning people in
the coal pilferage and cat-
tle smuggling scam. But
the coal ministry is with
the union government.

“How come cattle are
being smuggled through
international borders?”
she questioned in a veiled
reference to central agen-
cies summoning several
TMC leaders, including
party general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee in the
two scandals.

It will be no entry for BJP in 2024
Lok Sabha polls : Mamata

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee addresses
TMC workers meet, in
Purulia.

Jaipur, May 31 (PTI) 

Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Tuesday targeted the BJP
for supporting Subhash
Chandra, who filed his
nomination from the state
for the Rajya Sabha elec-
tions as an Independent,
saying the party wants to
indulge in horse-trading
as it does not have the
numbers.

The BJP did the same 15
years ago but had to with-
draw support because the
independent candidate re-
ceived no votes, the chief
minister said.

Chandra on Tuesday
filed his nomination for
the Rajya Sabha elections
as an Independent backed
by the BJP. His tenure as a
Rajya Sabha MP from
Haryana will end on
August 1.

Elections to four Rajya
Sabha seats in Rajasthan
will be held on June 10.
The Congress has fielded
three candidates — Mukul
Wasnik, Pramod Tiwari

and Randeep Singh
Surjewala. The BJP has
named former minister
Ghanshyam Tiwari.

All the candidates filed
their nomination papers
on Tuesday.

Gehlot exuded confi-
dence that all the three
Congress candidates will
win.

“We are going to win
three seats. (I) don’t know
why the BJP has played
the game. They did the
same 15 years ago but had
to announce withdrawal of
support because the inde-
pendent candidate got no
votes,” the chief minister
told reporters outside the
Assembly building after
the Congress candidates
filed their nominations.

“From where will they
bring votes? They want to
indulge in horse-trading.
This is not a good tradi-
tion,” he added.

Gehlot said 19 Congress
MLAs who had revolted
against his government in
2020 are also with the
party now. They were of-

fered Rs 10 crore as the
first instalment to leave
the Congress at that time
but they stood by the gov-
ernment.

Independents, MLAs of
other parties like the
CPI(M), the Bharatiya
Tribal Party (BTP) and
those who defected to the
Congress from the BSP
played a key role in saving
his government, he said.

“In such a situation,
what can the BJP expect
from them? They support-
ed the government and
stood firm and united,” he
added.

On the Congress field-
ing leaders from outside
Rajasthan as its candi-
dates, Gehlot said there is
an atmosphere of tension
and hate in the country
and therefore, the party
high command has taken a
decision considering all
factors.

Party candidate
Randeep Surjewala said
one candidate needs 41
votes to win a Rajya Sabha
seat.

Gehlot on party backing Subhash Chandra in RS polls

Relatives and family members of deceased teacher Rajni
Bala mourn her demise, at their residence in Samba,
Tuesday.

‘Conscious attempt to halt
democratisation of education’
New Delhi, May 31 (PTI) 

RJD Rajya Sabha MP
Manoj Jha on Tuesday
said the National
Education Policy 2020 is
against the soul of the
Constitution, and alleged a
conscious attempt was un-
derway to stop democrati-
sation of education.

Addressing a ‘Student
Parliament’ at Jantar
Mantar here, Jha alleged
that no discussion was
held on the policy in
Parliament. “The docu-
ment has not been tabled
in Parliament. Isn’t this
dishonesty on its own?
There has been no discus-
sion on NEP. When we
tried to raise the matter in

Zero Hour, it was not ac-
cepted, and we were told
that it is a policy decision
and there is no need for
discussion,” the MP said.

“NEP is against the in-
terests of not only the
lower class but the middle
class as well. We are here
in solidarity that there has
been a conscious attempt
to halt the onward march
of democratisation of edu-
cation,” he added.

Jha alleged that there
has been no mention of so-
cial justice and affirmative
action in the document.

“This document is
against the soul of the
Constitution and the
Preamble. The document
has erased the difference

between scholarship and
loans,” he said. The
‘Student Parliament’ was
organised by the All India
Students’ Association.

Students of 25 universi-
ties from 15 states partici-
pated in the gathering to
demand the roll-back of
NEP 2020, the AISA said.

Dipankar Bhattacharya,
general secretary of CPI
(ML), alleged that the new
policy will only help the
coaching industry to flour-
ish. It will lead to privati-
sation, centralisation and
saffronisation of educa-
tion, he added.

Hindu College Professor
Ratan Lal said the educa-
tion policy will affect both
students and teachers.

Manoj Jha on NEP

Agartala, May 31 (PTI) 

The Tripura govern-
ment has initiated a
process to conduct a field
study to operationalise a
54-km stretch on the
Gomati river as part of an
India-Bangladesh water-
way project, an official
said Tuesday.

The study will be con-
ducted from Maharani in
Gomati district to
Sonamura in Sepahijala to
identify river areas where
dredging will be required
to facilitate movement of
vessels, state water re-
source department’s chief
engineer Mahitosh Das
told PTI. We have secured
an administrative ap-
proval of Rs 15 crore. Our
engineers have initiated
the process to undertake
the field study. RITES had

prepared a DPR for the
Indo-Bangla waterway
connecting the Gomati
river with the Meghana
river in the neighbouring
country,” he said. The field
verification is necessary
as the detailed project re-
port (DPR) prepared by
RITES, a central govern-
ment enterprise, was done
in 2013-14 to operationalise
the transboundary water
route, Das said. In course
of the study, our engineers
will examine field posi-
tions to identify river
areas where dredging will
be required to maintain a
certain level of water in
the Gomati river, he point-
ed out. As per the Inland
Waterway Authority of
India (IWAI), the river
must have a 1.80-metre
water level for movement
of small vessels.

The dredging will be
done only on those spots
where siltation is a prob-
lem for the movement of
small vessels. We are ex-
pecting that the field veri-
fication will be completed
by June, he said.

The state water resource
department would be
ready for undertaking
dredging activities in the
Gomati river by the next
three months, Das said,
adding that it plans to in-
vite expression of interest
for such work.

The dredging work will
be done within the sanc-
tioned amount of Rs 15
crore, he pointed out.

Of the total outlay, 50
per cent will be spent for
the first phase of dredg-
ing, while the remaining
fund would be deployed in
a phased manner, he said.

Tripura initiates study to operationalise stretch on
Gomati river for Indo-Bangla waterway project

Bengaluru, May 31 (PTI) 

Special teams have been
constituted to look into
farmers’ leader Rakesh
Singh Tikait attack case
and probe is on to uncover
the design of those who
had supported the accused
persons either directly or
indirectly and bring out
the truth in the matter, po-
lice said on Tuesday.

Steps are being taken to
seek 7-day custody of the 3
accused persons, who at-
tacked Tikait with a televi-
sion mic and threw black
ink on him at a press con-
ference here on Monday.
As part of the overall in-
vestigation, the trio would

be questioned during cus-
tody to “bring out the
truth”, police said. “We
have arrested three 
people.

They will be produced
before the magistrate. We
will seek seven days po-
lice custody for further in-
vestigation , Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Crime) Dr Sharanappa S
D told PTI on Tuesday.

Special teams have been
formed and they would
look into all the angles to
bring to light those who
had supported the accused
directly or indirectly , he
said. Our teams are also
doing a detailed mobile
phone investigation.

‘Truth will be out in
Tikait attack case’

Jamnagar, May 31 (PTI) 

A Jamnagar court on
Tuesday acquitted 14 peo-
ple accused of setting a po-
lice motorcycle on fire dur-
ing the August 2015
Patidar reservation agita-
tion.

The court of Additional
Chief Judicial Magistrate
NR Pathar ordered acquit-
tal of all the 14 accused, in-
cluding former Congress
corporator Atul Bhanderi,
for want of evidence, their
lawyer Hasmukh Moliya
said. The 14 were shown as
part of a mob of 50 per-
sons that had set a police
vehicle on fire when cur-

few was imposed in the
city after state-wide vio-
lence broke out following a
rally by stir leader Hardik
Patel on August 25, 2015 in
Ahmedabad. The 14 were
booked at the city A divi-
sion police station under
IPC sections 143 (unlawful
assembly) and 435 (mis-
chief by fire or explosive)
as well as other offences,
Moliya said. Their acquit-
tal came nearly two weeks
after a court here acquit-
ted 10 persons who were
similarly accused of being
a part of the Patidar agita-
tion and setting a state
transport bus on fire in
Jodiya.

Patidar stir: Gujarat court
acquits 14 persons accused
of setting ablaze police bike

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI) 

The government is
learnt to have cleared cer-
tain pending recommen-
dations made by the
Supreme Court Collegium
to elevate at least three ad-
vocates and a woman judi-
cial officer as high court
judges.

People aware of the pro-
cedure to appoint mem-
bers to the higher judici-
ary said on Tuesday that
the names of advocates
Anish Dayal and Amit
Sharma recommended for
elevation as judges of the
Delhi High Court in

November, 2021 have been
cleared.

There was no word yet
on the elevation of advo-
cate Saurabh Kripal as a
judge of the Delhi High
Court. His name is still
pending with the govern-
ment.

Similarly, the name of
advocate Wasim Sadiq
Nargal, who was recom-
mended by the top court
collegium in 2017 for eleva-
tion as a judge of the
Jammu and Kashmir High
Court, has also been
cleared, they said.

His name is one of the
oldest recommendations

made by the SC Collegium.
The Collegium had in 2021
reiterated his name to the
government.

The name of a woman
judicial officer from West
Bengal for appointment as
a judge of the Calcutta
High Court has also been
cleared, they said.

Her name was also
pending with the govern-
ment for some time now.

Their warrants of ap-
pointment are likely to be
issued soon, they said.

Some judicial officers
are also likely to be ap-
pointed as judges of the
Patna High Court.

HC judges: Govt clears some pending
SC Collegium recommendations

Chennai, May 31 (PTI) 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s pro-peo-
ple initiatives especially
the thrust on social wel-
fare alleviated the people’s
hardships and improved
the quality of their lives,
Union Minister of State for
Information &
Broadcasting and
Fisheries L Murugan, said
on Tuesday.

The benefits accruing
from the numerous
schemes of the Modi gov-
ernment are manifold and
they touched upon the
lives of the poor, ryots and
other sections, making a
positive impact, he
claimed. “Gone are those
days when people experi-
enced difficulties in ob-
taining a LPG connection.
Now the connections can

be got by merely sending
an SMS,” the Minister said
while speaking at a func-
tion held here to mark the
completion of eight years
of the BJP-led government
at the Centre.

About 32 lakh house-
holds in Tamil Nadu have
benefitted from the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana scheme for provid-
ing LPG connections to
women from Below
Poverty Line (BPL) house-
holds. This apart, 1.27
crore drinking water con-
nections have been provid-
ed in the state under the
Jal Jeevan Mission,
Murugan said.

“Today the Prime
Minister released the 11th
instalment of financial
benefits under the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-

KISAN) scheme to the
farmers, enabling the
transfer of Rs 21,000 crore
to over 10 crore beneficiary
farmer families,” the
Union Minister said while
inaugurating a farmers
meeting here.

The Jan Dhan bank ac-
count scheme, the housing
for all and developmental
projects were among the
numerous initiatives that
had improved the quality
of people’s lives, he
claimed. Also, the Central
government has proposed
to invest Rs 20,000 crore in
Tamil Nadu for fisheries
projects such as cold stor-
age, setting up of fish pro-
cessing plant and deep sea
aquaculture. “Five fishing
harbours including
Kasimedu in Chennai
would be modernised
soon,” Murugan said.

Over 50 per
cent polling in
Champawat

Dehradun, May 31 (PTI)
Polling for the by-election
to the Champawat assem-
bly seat in Uttarakhand to
decide the fate of Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami recorded a voter
turnout of more than 50
per cent till 3 pm on
Tuesday.

The voting began at 7
am and will go on till 5 pm.

By 3 pm, 51.83 per cent of
voters cast their votes,
Champawat District
Magistrate Narendra
Singh Bhandari told PTI.

Dhami, who lost from
Khatima in the state as-
sembly polls held in
February, is trying his
luck from Champawat to
become an MLA a consti-
tutional requirement he
needs to fulfil within six
months of being sworn in
as chief minister.

Modi’s welfare schemes improved
quality of people’s lives: Murugan

‘BJP lacks numbers, to indulge
in horse-trading’
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Sievierodonetsk captured

Kyiv: The mayor of
Sievierodonetsk says
Russian forces have
taken around half of
the city in eastern
Ukraine. Oleksandr
Striuk told The
Associated Press in a
phone interview
Tuesday that heavy
fighting is ongoing
and artillery bombard-
ments threaten the
lives of the thousands
of civilians still shel-
tering in the ruined
city. Half of the city
has been captured by
the Russians and
fierce street fighting is
under way, Striuk said.
The situation is very
serious and the city is
essentially being de-
stroyed ruthlessly
block by block. He
added that the
Ukrainian military
continues to resist this
frenzied push and ag-
gression by Russian
forces.

Pacific tour
Wellington: China’s
Foreign Minister Wang
Yi arrived in Tonga on
Tuesday as he contin-
ued his regional island-
hopping tour a day after
failing to ink an ambi-
tious deal with 10 South
Pacific nations. While
Wang didn’t manage to
get consensus on the
multilateral security
and economic plan at a
meeting in Fiji after
several nations voiced
concerns, he has been
notching up smaller
wins by signing bilater-
al agreements with the
countries he’s been vis-
iting, and he signed
more deals in Tonga.
His tour comes amid
growing international
concerns about
Beijing’s military and
financial ambitions in
the region.

Woman gangrape 
Lahore: Three peo-
ple were arrested by
Pakistan Railways
police on Tuesday for
their alleged involve-
ment in the gang
rape of a woman in a
passenger train. The
incident took place
on May 27 when the
woman, in her mid-
20s, was travelling
from Multan to
Karachi in Zakriya
Express. “We have
arrested all three
suspects, the train
staffers of a private
firm, from different
parts of Punjab
province,” Inspector
General Pakistan
Railways Faisal
Shahkaar told a
press conference
here. He said the ar-
rested have been
identified as Zahid
and Zohaib (ticket
checkers) and Aqib
(in-charge of ticket
checkers).

Islamabad/Peshawar, May 31 (PTI)

The Pakistan govern-
ment and the banned
Tehreek-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) have agreed to extend
the ceasefire indefinitely
amidst ongoing negotia-
tions between the two sides
to end the nearly two
decades of militancy in the
tribal region, bordering
Afghanistan.

The ceasefire, which was
to come to an end on the
night of May 30, has been
extended for an indefinite
period, sources told PTI.

The extension in cease-
fire indicates significant
progress in talks between
the two sides in the Afghan
capital Kabul, Dawn news-
paper reported on Tuesday,
citing sources familiar with
the development. The TTP,
also known as the Pakistan
Taliban, was set up as an
umbrella group of several
militant outfits in 2007. Its
main aim is to impose its

strict brand of Islam across
Pakistan.

The group, which is be-
lieved to be close to al-
Qaeda, has been blamed for
several deadly attacks
across Pakistan, including
an attack on army head-
quarters in 2009, assaults on
military bases and the 2008
bombing of the Marriott
Hotel in Islamabad.

Citing Sources, the paper
said that the two sides had
agreed to extend the cease-
fire and continue peace
talks following separate
meetings with Mullah
Muhammad Hassan
Akhund, acting Prime
Minister of the Taliban-led
Afghanistan government, at
his office the other day.

These sources said that in
his meetings with the two
sides, the septuagenarian
leader expressed his desire
that the talks and ceasefire
should be allowed to contin-
ue without any cut-off date.

In a subsequent joint

meeting, the two sides
agreed to extend the cease-
fire indefinitely and pursue
negotiations to end the con-
flict that has seen mass dis-
location and killings of
thousands of people in
Pakistan’s tribal region and
the country at large.

Afghanistan’s interim
Taliban government

spokesman Zabihullah
Mujahid and TTP
spokesman Muhammad
Khurasani had issued state-
ments early this month, an-
nouncing extension in the
ceasefire till May 30.

No official statement has
been issued so far regarding
the indefinite extension in
ceasefire.

Pak govt, TTP agree to extend ceasefire indefinitely
amidst ongoing negotiations to end militancy

‘Imran’s supporters were carrying
automatic weapons at Azadi rally’

IIssllaammaabbaadd,,  MMaayy  3311  ((PPTTII)):: Pakistan’s Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif has claimed that protesters in the Azadi March were car-
rying not only guns but also automatic weapons on the orders
of ousted prime minister Imran Khan.

In an interview to Geo TV on Monday, Asif said the protest-
ers at the Azadi rally were carrying weapons on Khan’s
orders.Imran Khan is right, his party workers were not only
carrying guns, but they also had automatic firearms. Imran
Khan had asked protestors to bring weapons in the long
march, however, the government was aware of that, he said.

Asif was replying to a question on a recent interview of
Khan in a private news channel in which he confirmed that his
party’s workers were carrying firearms during the ‘Azadi
March’.

Brussels, May 31 (AP)

In the most significant
effort yet to punish
Russia for its war in
Ukraine, the European
Union agreed to ban the
overwhelming majority
of Russian oil imports
after tense negotiations
that exposed the cracks in
European unity.

From the moment
Russia invaded on Feb. 24,
the West has sought to hit
Moscow’s lucrative ener-
gy sector to cut off fund-
ing for its war. But any
such move is a double-
edged sword, especially in
Europe, which relies on
the country for 25% of its
oil and 40% of its natural
gas. European countries
that are even more heavi-
ly dependent on Russia
have been especially re-
luctant to act. In a move
unthinkable just months
ago, EU leaders agreed
late Monday to cut
around 90% of all
Russian oil imports over

the next six months.
In response to the EU’s

decision, Mikhail
Ulyanov, Russia’s perma-
nent representative to in-
ternational organizations
in Vienna, took to Twitter,
saying: Russia will find
other importers.

Russia has not shied
away from withholding its
energy supplies, despite

the economic damage it
could suffer as a result.
And Russian energy giant
Gazprom announced it
would cut natural gas sup-
plies to Dutch trader
GasTerra on Tuesday and
it is considering cutting
off Denmark. It’s already
turned the taps off in
Bulgaria, Poland and
Finland.

In major blow, EU bans imports
of most Russian oil

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen,
right, and Denmarks Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen
greet each other before the second days session of an ex-
traordinary meeting of EU leaders to discuss Ukraine, en-
ergy and food security at the Europa building in Brussels,
Tuesday.

London, May 31 (PTI) 

British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson has spoken
to his Pakistani counter-
part, Shehbaz Sharif, for
the first time since the lat-
ter’s election last month to
discuss a range of topics,
including bilateral trade
and the Russia-Ukraine
conflict.

Downing Street said the
call between the leaders on
Monday evening focussed
on regional and interna-
tional affairs, including
the role of a new UK Trade
Envoy to Pakistan
Conservative member of
Parliament Mark
Eastwood appointed last
year.

Johnson also thanked
Pakistan for help in relo-
cating Afghans to the UK

after the Taliban takeover
of Kabul.

Welcoming the United
Kingdom and Pakistan’s
strong partnership over
the past 75 years, the
Prime Minister said the
relationship is incarnated
in the close ties between
our people, a Downing
Street spokesperson said
in a readout of the call.

They agreed to strength-
en those ties further and
boost trade and invest-
ment, with the Prime
Minister highlighting the
appointment of a new UK
Trade Envoy to Pakistan
to drive those efforts, the
spokesperson said.

The readout added: On
international affairs,
Prime Minister Sharif
recognised the UK’s ef-
forts to address the crisis

in Ukraine, and the lead-
ers agreed on the impor-
tance of ending the im-
mense human suffering
and global economic insta-
bility caused by the inva-
sion.

The Prime Minister
thanked Pakistan for their
help in relocating Afghans
to the UK after the Taliban
takeover of Kabul. The
leaders welcomed ongoing
cooperation and commit-
ted to work together to
support a more peaceful
and tolerant Afghanistan,
noting the importance of
ensuring girls can go to
school.

Sharif is said to have
passed on his congratula-
tions on Queen Elizabeth
II’s upcoming Platinum
Jubilee celebrations this
weekend.

Johnson discusses trade, Ukraine,
Afghanistan with Sharif

Kathmandu, May 31 (PTI) :

The bodies of 22 people,
including four Indians,
killed in the plane crash in
Nepal’s mountainous
Mustang district on
Sunday, have been brought
to Kathmandu where the
mortal remains would be
handed over to their fami-
lies after the post-mortem
on Tuesday.

The Canadian-built tur-
boprop Twin Otter 9N-
AET plane was carrying
four Indians, two
Germans and 13 Nepali
passengers, besides a
three-member Nepali
crew when it crashed

minutes after taking off
from the tourist city of

Pokhara, officials said.
Rescuers on Monday

recovered 21 bodies from
the wreckage site of the
plane belonging to Tara
Air. On Tuesday, the last
body was also retrieved
from the wreckage site.

According to
T r i b h u v a n
International Airport
(TIA) General Manager
Prem Nath Thakur, the
bodies of 10 victims
were brought on
Monday evening and the
bodies of the remaining
12 were brought here by
a Nepal Army helicopter
on Tuesday.

Bodies of all 22 victims of Nepal plane crash
brought to Kathmandu for post-mortem

Family members mourn as they wait to receive the bodies
of victims of a plane crash at a hospital in Kathmandu,
Nepal, Tuesday.

Taipei, May 31 (AP)

US Senator Tammy
Duckworth on Tuesday
reiterated America’s
support for Taiwan on
her second visit in a
year to the self-govern-
ing island claimed by
China.

Duckworth, meeting
with Taiwan President
Tsai Ing-wen, empha-
sized the close econom-
ic, political and security
relations between
Taipei and Washington.

China sent 30 military
aircraft toward the is-
land on Monday in an
ongoing campaign of
regular flights.
Taiwan’s Defence
Ministry said it re-
sponded by scrambling
jets, putting air defense
missile systems on alert
and issuing radio warn-

ings.Duckworth said
she wanted to empha-
sise our support for
Taiwan security”. The
former Army helicopter
pilot and lieutenant
colonel in the National
Guard cited strong bi-
partisan backing for a
bill she has put forward
promoting cooperation
between Taiwan’s
armed forces and the
National Guard.

I do want to say that it
is more than just about
military. It’s also about
the economy, the Illinois
Democrat told Tsai.

Tsai thanked the US
government and
Congress for the impor-
tance they place on
peace and stability
across the Taiwan
Strait,” as well as
Duckworth herself for
keeping a close watch

on Taiwan related secu-
rity issues .

China said it strongly
deplores Duckworth’s
visit. Taiwan is a
province of China, and
there is no so-called
president, Foreign
Ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian said. He
urged the US to end all
official contacts with
Taiwan. The US govern-
ment has recently sent a
series of erroneous sig-
nals on the Taiwan
issue, he said. What the
US government should
do is to put into practice
President Biden’s re-
marks that the US does
not seek a new Cold War
with China, does not
aim to change China’s
system...and does not
support Taiwan inde-
pendence.”US President
Joe Biden said on a re-

cent trip to Japan and
South Korea that the US
would intervene mili-
tarily if China were to
invade Taiwan.

Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine has put China’s
threats against Taiwan
under new focus,
prompting increased
backing for arms sales
and political support
from Democrats and
Re publicans.China
upped the ante further
in May, reaching out to
the Solomon Islands
and nine other island
nations with a sweeping
security proposal that,
even if only partially re-
alised, could give it a
presence in the Pacific
much nearer Hawaii,
Australia, New Zealand
and on the doorstep of
the strategic American
territory of Guam.

US senator visits Taiwan as China ups military threat

Copenhagen, May 31 

(AP) Historically skepti-
cal about European Union
efforts to deepen coopera-
tion, Danish voters on
Wednesday will choose
whether to abandon the
country’s decision three
decades ago to opt out of
the bloc’s common defence
policy. The Danish referen-
dum comes as the latest ex-
ample of European coun-
tries seeking closer de-
fence links with allies in
response to Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine. It follows
Sweden and Finland’s
historic bids to join

NATO - something to be
taken up at a summit next
month.

Denmark joining the EU
defence policy would have
a relatively modest impact
on Europe’s security archi-
tecture, particularly com-
pared to Sweden and
Finland joining NATO. But
Christine Nissen, a re-
searcher with the Danish
Institute for International
Studies, said both moves

are part of the same story,
and would strengthen mili-
tary cooperation on a conti-
nent stunned by the war in
Ukraine.

She said the main effect
of abandoning the opt-out
decision would be that
Danish officials could stay
in the room when EU col-
leagues discuss defence
topics and Danish forces
could take part in the bloc’s
military operations.

Denmark holds referendum on
EU defence amid Ukraine war

How is monkeypox
spreading?

The first patient in the cur-
rent outbreak had returned to
the UK from travels to Nigeria
where monkeypox is endemic.
However, cases are now
spreading among people who
have not travelled to west or
central Africa, suggesting
local transmission is occur-
ring. Monkeypox usually
spreads by close contact and
respiratory droplets. However,
sexual transmission (via
semen and/or vaginal fluid)
has been posited as an addi-
tional possible route. The
World Health Organization
(WHO) says: “Studies are need-
ed to better understand this
risk.” Most cases in the cur-
rent outbreak have been in
youngish men, but the virus
can spread to anyone.

What are the symptoms?
Early symptoms are flu-like,

such as a fever, headaches,
aching muscles and swollen
lymph nodes.

Once the fever breaks, a rash
can develop, often beginning
on the face and then spreading
to other parts of the body –
most commonly the palms of
the hands and soles of the feet.

How deadly is monkey-
pox?

Monkeypox is mostly a mild,
self-limiting disease lasting
two-to-three weeks. However,
in some cases, it can cause
death. According to the WHO,
the fatality rate “in recent
times” has been around 3% to
6%. The west African monkey-

pox virus is considered to be
milder than the central
African one. Monkeypox tends
to cause more serious disease
in people who are immuno-
compromised – such as those
undergoing chemotherapy –
and children. There have been
no deaths from monkeypox in
the current worldwide out-
break, but, according to the
Daily Telegraph, one child in
the UK is in intensive care
with the disease.

Why is it called monkey-
pox?

Monkeypox was first identi-
fied in laboratory monkeys
(macaques) in Denmark in
1958, hence the name. However,
monkeys don’t seem to be the
natural hosts of the virus. It is
more commonly found in rats,
mice and squirrels. The first
case in humans was seen in
the 1970s in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo.

Is monkeypox related to
smallpox and chickenpox?

Monkeypox is related to
smallpox – they are both or-
thopoxviruses – but it is not re-
lated to chickenpox. Despite
the name, chickenpox is a her-
pes virus, not a poxvirus. (How
“chicken” got in the name is
not entirely clear. In his dic-
tionary of 1755, Samuel
Johnson surmised that it is so
named because it is “of no
very great danger”.)
Nevertheless, the vesicles (lit-
tle pus-filled blisters) caused
by monkeypox are similar in
appearance to those of chick-
enpox.

Are cases likely to contin-
ue rising?

Cases are likely to continue
to rise significantly over the
next two-to-three weeks, but
this is not another pandemic
in the making. Monkeypox
doesn’t spread anywhere near
as easily as the airborne virus
SARS-CoV-2 that causes
COVID-19.

Has monkeypox evolved to
be more virulent?

RNA viruses, such as SARS-
CoV-2, don’t have the ability to
check their genetic code for
mistakes each time they repli-
cate, so they tend to evolve
faster. Monkeypox is a DNA
virus, which does have the
ability to check itself for genet-
ic mistakes each time it repli-
cates, so it tends to mutate a lot
slower. The first genome se-
quence of the current out-
break (from a patient in
Portugal) suggests that the
virus is very similar to the
monkeypox strain that was
circulating in 2018 and 2019 in
the UK, Singapore and Israel.
So it is unlikely that the cur-
rent outbreak is the result of a
mutated virus that is better at
spreading.

How is monkeypox diag-
nosed?

In the UK, swab samples
taken from the patient are sent
to a specialist laboratory that
handles rare pathogens, where
a PCR test is run to confirm
monkeypox. The UK Health
Security Agency has only one
rare and imported pathogens
laboratory.

Is there a vaccine for it?
Vaccines for smallpox,

which contain the lab-made
vaccinia virus, can protect
against monkeypox. However,
the vaccine that was used to
eradicate smallpox can have
severe side-effects, killing
around one in a million people
vaccinated. The only vaccine
specifically approved for mon-
keypox, Imvanex, is made by a
company called Bavarian
Nordic. It uses a nonreplicat-
ing form of vaccinia, which
causes fewer side-effects. It
was approved by the US Food
and Drug Administration and
the European Medicines
Agency in 2019 – but only for
use in people 18 years of age or
older. UK health secretary
Sajid Javid said that the UK
government will be stocking
up on vaccines that are effec-
tive against monkeypox. The
UK currently has about 5,000
doses of smallpox vaccine,
which has an efficacy of
around 85% against monkey-
pox.

Are there drugs to treat
it?

There are no specific drugs
to treat monkeypox. However,
antivirals such as cidofovir
and brincidofovir have been
proven to be effective against
poxviruses in animals and
may also be effective against
monkeypox infections in hu-
mans.

Writer is Professor of
Microbial Evolution at The
Milner Centre for Evolution,
University of Bath
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Mockery of
investigation

Just a few days ago MP HC had
delivered a Judgement when a stu-
dent who was studying in Fourth
year MBBS course was falsely
implicated in a criminal case and
remained in the jail for number of
years and the court had passed the
stringent strictures against the
investigation agencies and ques-
tioned who is responsible for false-
ly implicating the innocent student
who at that time was studying in
Fourth year of MBBS degree. Now
present case is of Aryan Khan who
had been also implicated in false
case just for the purpose of exor-
tion of money and such type of
witch-hunting in the name of law
should be stopped immediately.
The chargesheet filed by NCB
dropping the case against Aryan
because of "no evidence" provides
anti-climax episode. It also puts a
question on the courts which failed
to live up to the basic of justice
that an accused is innocent until
proven guilty and the bail and not
the jail during the period of trial.
Even during trial it was presented
as if Aryan had international drug
connections. Now department had
dropped all charges against son of
Actor Shahrukh Khan  and it is
clear that someone wanted to
remain Aryan in Jail for fulfilment
of malicious designs so that image
may be fully tarnished of the actor.
For this bootched investigation
responsible Officials should be
appropriately punished and which
will be lesson for others and if no
punishment is given for such
erring Officials there can not be
any improvement in the system.
Both above cases relate to false
implication of innocents. and is

totally mockery of investigation.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

Night driving risks
Though the Centre and the various
State road transport authorities
and the police take all necessary
measures and often come out with
awareness tips and caution drivers
to be extra -careful during night
driving to avoid and minimize acci-
dents, it is unfortunate that acci-
dents continue to occur due to
negligence, carelessness and rash-
ness on the roads. Night accidents
have become a common sight on
our roads and the main reason for
this is carelessness, drowsiness
and total ignorance of the norms
drivers have to follow during night
trips. Most often, fatal nocturnal
accidents happen due to drunken
driving, sleepiness and tiredness.
Drowsy driving is a major problem
and heavy disasters occur when
those at the wheel, who got to
have their eyes wide open, nod off
for a second out of drowsiness.
Many a tragic incident has
occurred because of drowsy driv-
ing. Drowsiness occurs when driv-
ers do not have proper rest and
sleep. It is unfortunate that though
the transport department, the
police authority and other stake-
holders do come out with stern
warning whenever such accidents
happen, it is forgotten just after a
few days. Night patrolling, check-
ing and lessening the speed of
heavy vehicles, shift work scrutiny,
anti-sleep devices in drivers' cab-
ins, cautioning and alerting drivers
to avoid medication and strict pro-
hibition of consuming alcohol
while driving have to be imple-
mented. Resting places or zones
for heavy vehicle drivers must be
provided. 

MM  PPrraaddyyuu,,  KKaannnnuurr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

Medha Anand@
MedhaAnand2

When daughter wears
dad's shoes , this is the

smile that comes natural-
ly. The sense of pride on
his face is worth all the
hard work I did in my

life. Happy to see him so
proud! #SareeLove

#DadDaughter #Grateful

AAnniill  KKaappoooorr@@AAnniillKKaappoooorr
Dedicating the 25th Year of my

personal favourite film Virasat to
one of the the best 

producers I have ever worked
with! #MushirRiaz

SShhuubbhhaannggii  SShhaarrmmaa@@IIttssSShhuubbhhaannggii
Clear video evidence shows that
not only was there a Shivling at
the Wuzukhana, it was also tam-
pered with to fuel the “fountain”

theory. The fountain 
cabal must never be forgotten or
forgiven for its shameless unre-

lenting spins on history.

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr@@
SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr

People in Simla concerned
about excessive security

arrangements for PM’s visit
tomorrow:“life has come to
a complete standstill here

w/basic rights of movement
on Mall road &Ridge com-
pletely restricted. No one
being allowed to go about

their daily work life.” 
Is this necessary?

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa@@hhvvggooeennkkaa
Two beautiful gardens….two beautiful sculptures….two different homes of the two richest Indians

JJaayy  SShhaahh@@JJaayySShhaahh
I'm pleased to announce a prize
money of INR 1.25 crores for the

men who gave us the best games in
#TATAIPL 2022. The unsung heroes

- our curators and groundsmen
across 6 IPL venues this season.

We must shun the habit of putting every sort of blame on our judicial
process in not having disposal of cases expedited. The reasons for pro-
longed litigations, entangled procedural delays hence cases piling up
are many for which a rethinking , evolving strategies and devising bet-
ter ways to present, handle and follow up cases in the courts is
required now as never before. We know a large number of court cases
emanate from the Government due to certain decisions felt or taken
as unfavourable by the ”aggrieved” parties or the claim of denial of
the rightful dues of various hues from the Government to individuals
or groups of individuals , therefore, the Government (Departments)
facing the judicial process both as petitioner as well as respondent
means, as a natural corollary, number of cases to be handled by its
Law Officers. However, it would be quite interesting to note, as to gen-
erally speaking, what remains the status of these cases and whether
they are handled quite professionally and meticulously by the Law
Officers who are assigned the duty by the Government to file and pur-
sue such cases in the courts. Well, the observation and facts reveal not
an overall satisfactory picture. Delays are caused and what more dis-
turbing could it be than delays taking place in deciding the cases.
Justice delayed is basically compared with justice denied and verily ,
therefore, the High Court has rightly advised the Government to come
up with a better plan which would revolve around the premise of
avoiding delays in disposal of cases. The question , therefore, is that
should the entire process right from the way and the manner of allo-
cations of cases to Law Officers to follow up and to the stage of the
decision conveyed, be looked into afresh with intent to minimise , if
not avoid altogether, the delays caused. The court having advised the
Government on these lines and specifically what ought to be done is
really commendable and must be followed in letter and spirit. Allot
rather assign one court to each Government counsel and irrespective
of which particular department or wing, is what the court has sug-
gested to the Government. What that entails is that the concerned
counsel may not as such be required to run from one to the other court
to attend to such cases thus not being in a position to attending whole-
heartedly all the cases entrusted to him/ her by the prevalent system.
Not only that in such circumstances where the concern of the Law
Officer/ Counsel remains confined to a particular court only the court
may,therefore, get due and required ”assistance” from such counsel to
help in cutting on delays and deciding cases expeditiously. It may be
reiterated that the Government both as petitioner as well as respon-
dent , as the case may be , is entitled to the right to a speedy trial but
inept handling and pursuing of cases by its counsels/law officers often
lead to considerable delays. The fact that despite several statutes pro-
viding for time schedules for disposal of cases , yet the same remains
unfulfilled and thus remaining a distant dream. Delays cause piling of
cases undecided, delays cause more costs and avoidable expenses,
delays cause anguish and perpetual tension, delays cause a feeling to
be nursed about justice denied thus requiring rescheduling, revamp-
ing , relocating and rethinking to come up with better plans and
strategies even we can call these as small reforms. Not that the robust
judicial system is not aware of the phenomenon and till the system is
bettered through a legislation , there are several guidelines through
judgments of High Courts and Supreme Court that can be relied upon
for cutting on delays and expediting trials/ hearings . The suggestions
/ guidelines from the High Court in respect of assigning one court to
one Government counsel resulted due to a case in respect of Pahalgam
Devlopment Authority where the court observed that the counsel
though present in the concerned court had the file with some other
counsel attending to a case in another court. Simple issues or prob-
lems require simple solutions and if not done in the nick of time, may
lead to complex issues requiring complex solutions. It is, as such , time
to rethinking, redefining and rescheduling to take place to achieve
better results on the ground. The suggestions of the High Court, there-
fore, are worth to be strictly followed.

Devising strategies for better
management of cases 

The  Reserve  Bank  has  recently  cancelled  thecertificate  of  regis-
tration  issued  to  five  Non-Banking Financial Companies (NBFCs) —
UMBSecurities and Anashri Finvest (both Bengaluru-based), Chadha
Finance (New Delhi), Alexcy Tracon(Kolkata)    and    Jhuria    Financial
Services(Guwahati) — due to irregular lending practices.The certifi-
cates of  these NBFCs have been cancelledon account of violation of
RBI’s guidelines onoutsourcing and Fair Practices Code in their digi-
tallending operations undertaken through thirdparty apps. This was
considered detrimental to public interest, said the Central bank’s
statement. The    number    of    non-banking    financialcompanies
(NBFCs) has grown exponentially inIndia. They have emerged as
important players inthe country’s economy for financial stability and-
inclusion. Their significance can be simply gaugedfrom the fact that
they have expanded the reach offinancial inclusion by bringing
MSMEs under theirumbrella—a sector that is a crucial growth
enginebut has largely remained underserved. Over theyears, small
businesses have found it difficult toavail loans owing to complexities
and limitations.Here the NBFCs have aided them by putting their-
weight behind them through MSME lending. It is agreat support,
especially in a sector whose only 8per cent is served by formal cred-
it channels, as per areport. The NBFCs have gained an edge
here?bybeing credit providers, especially at the bottomlevels across
locations. Smaller businesses also findthem viable for quick disbursal
of loans, flexiblerates and lenient eligibility criteria.
Additionally,NBFCs have utilised innovation in lending to theMSMEs
which has resulted in greater outreach andnotably accessible, reli-
able and smooth gateway toloans for small businesses which was
earlier verylimited. Undoubtedly, NBFCs have been significant in
strengthening this sector. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has just
takenthe   right   step   by   coming   out   with   assetclassification
norms for NBFCs which will putthem   at   par   with   banks.   Under
new   NPAclassification norms, firstly, the country’s centralbank  has
mandated  that  all  NBFCs  would  berequired to collect the entire
arrears of interest andprincipal to reclassify a non-performing asset
tostandard asset in line with banks. Secondly, allNBFCs  have  to  clas-
sify  their  account  as  NPAexactly after 90 days from the overdue
date unlikethe present practice of starting 90 days from theend of the
month in which the account becomes overdue. The latest NPA classi-
fication norms come afterRBI’s observations on some lending institu-
tionsthat upgraded accounts to standard category uponpayment of
only interest overdue, partial overdueor others. Additionally, the cur-
rent norms say thatthe amount will be treated as overdue if it is not-
paid on the due date fixed by the bank. This willbring   more   trans-
parency   as   in   many   loanagreements, the fixed due dates are not
clearlyspecified which earlier left scope for differentinterpretations.
This move is to bring improvedconsistency in accounting among
NBFCs. This isall the more important as currently many NBFCsare try-
ing to reinvent themselves to become full-fledged  banks  to  stay
ahead  in  the  financial markets.

RBI cracks downon 
erring NBFCs
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A visitor poses for a photograph with women wearing flower themed dresses at the 2022 RHS Chelsea Flower Show in London.
The Chelsea flower show is held annually in the grounds of the Royal Hospital Chelsea.

Monkeypox Q & A: how do you catch it and what are the risks? 

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann
SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

I am surprised that the Avadi Police
Station near Chennai has started

harassing our VHS youngster Karthi
Gopinath because he had collected
funds from public to repair a tem-
ple. This violates Article 25 of the
Constitution and hence I will file a

case against the Police.

CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW

The latest outbreak of monkeypox has, at the
time of writing, reached 17 countries with 110
confirmed cases and a further 205 suspected
cases. It’s a fast-moving story, so if you need to
catch up on the latest, here are answers to some
of the most pressing questions.
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Foreign investment

Noida: Companies
from countries like
the US, the UK, Japan,
Canada, Germany,
Hong Kong and
Singapore will soon
bring in foreign in-
vestment worth
around Rs 7,500 crore
in Uttar Pradesh, in-
cluding Gautam
Buddh Nagar, state
Cabinet Minister
Nand Gopal Gupta
'Nandi' said on
Monday. Gupta, the
minister for industri-
al development, ex-
port promotion, NRI
and investment pro-
motion, credited Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath for im-
proving the law and
order situation in the
state which has result-
ed in a conducive at-
mosphere for foreign
investment.

Export ban
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has no plans
to ban or impose curbs
on export of either bas-
mati or non-basmati
rice as the country has
sufficient supplies and
prices are under con-
trol, a senior govern-
ment official said on
Tuesday. The com-
ments come amid re-
ports of regulating
overseas sale of rice
after the government
banned wheat exports
and capped shipment
of sugar at 10 million
tonnes in the ongoing
2021-22 marketing year
(October-September)
as a precautionary step
to check local prices.

Stagflationary risk

New Delhi:Chief
Economic Adviser V
Anantha Nageswaran
on Tuesday ruled out
the risk of stagflation
for India, saying the
economy is better
placed than other na-
tions.Stagflation is the
phase when an econo-
my faces moderation in
GDP growth as well as
high inflation.
"Stagflationary risk to
India quite low com-
pared to other coun-
tries," he said. He fur-
ther said India is better
placed than many other
nations as the financial
sector of the country is
in better shape to sup-
port growth.

Insurance premium
New Delhi:The in-
crease in the Third-
Party (TP) motor insur-
ance premium would
further dent the efforts
of the two-wheeler in-
dustry to come out of
the challenging market
conditions, TVS Motor
Company said on
Monday. The automo-
bile industry has been
impacted by a series of
headwinds, leading to a
steady increase in two-
wheeler prices, TVS
Motor Company
Director and CEO K N
Radhakrishnan said in
a statement. In addi-
tion to the pandemic
woes, the ongoing
shortage of semicon-
ductor chips, high raw
material cost, and in-
creasing fuel prices
have impacted de-
mand, he added.

GARIB KALYAN SAMMELAN

Union Minister for Commerce & Industry, Consumer
Affairs, Food & Public Distribution and Textiles Piyush
Goyal addresses the ‘Garib Kalyan Sammelan’ in Shimla
through a video conference, in New Delhi. 

New Delhi, May 31:  

India's economy grew by
4.1 per cent in the January-
March quarter of 2021-22,
pushing the annual
growth rate to 8.7 per cent
on account of better per-
formance by manufactur-
ing, mining and construc-
tion sectors, official data
showed on Tuesday. In the
previous fiscal 2020-21, the
economy had contracted
by 6.6 per cent as the
COVID-19 pandemic dis-
rupted business activities.

China had registered
economic growth of 4.8 per
cent in the first three
months of 2022. The 4.1 per
cent expansion during the
January-March period of
2021-22 is the lowest quar-
terly growth in the last fis-
cal. The growth was 20.1
per cent, 8.4 per cent, and
5.4 per cent, in the first,
second and third quarters,
respectively, as per the data
released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO).

The GDP had grown by 2.5
per cent in the January-
March quarter in the pre-
vious year.

The NSO, in its second
advance estimate released
in February, had projected
the GDP growth during
2021-22 at 8.9 per cent.

The Economic Survey
tabled in Parliament in
February had estimated
the GDP growth for the
current fiscal (2022-23) in
the range of 8 - 8.5 per cent.
According to the NSO data,
India's real GDP grew to Rs
147.36 lakh crore from Rs
135.58 lakh crore in 2020-21.
Gross value added (GVA)
growth during the fiscal
ending March 2022 was at
8.1 per cent as against a
contraction 4.8 per cent in
the preceding year.

The GVA growth in the
manufacturing sector ac-
celerated to 9.9 per cent
during the year as against
a contraction of 0.6 per
cent earlier. GVA growth
in both mining and con-

struction was 11.5 per cent.
These two large segments
of the economy had con-
tracted in the COVID-hit
2020-21. However, agricul-
ture sector growth deceler-
ated to 3 per cent from 3.3
per cent in FY21.
Electricity, gas, water sup-
ply and other utility serv-
ices segment grew by 7.5
per cent during 2021-22.
The segment had contract-
ed by 3.6 per cent in the
previous fiscal.

GVA growth in services
sector -- trade, hotel, trans-
port, communication and
services related to broad-
casting -- was 11.1 per cent
during 2021-22 as against a
contraction of 20.2 per cent
in the previous year.
Financial, real estate and
professional services grew
by 4.2 per cent in the year
over 2.2 per cent earlier.
Public administration, de-
fence and other services
posted 12.6 per cent growth
against (-)5.5 per cent in
2020-21.

"Real GDP at Constant
(2011-12) Prices in the year
2021-22 is estimated to at-
tain a level of Rs 147.36
lakh crore, as against the
First Revised Estimate of
Rs 135.58 lakh crore for the
year 2020-21. "The growth
in GDP during 2021-22 is es-
timated at 8.7 percent as
compared to a contraction
of 6.6 percent in 2020-21,"
the NSO said. Also, nomi-
nal GDP or GDP at
Current Prices in 2021-22
was estimated at Rs 236.65
lakh crore, as against Rs
198.01 lakh crore in 2020-21,
showing a growth of 19.5
per cent. As per the NSO
data, per capita income
(based on net national in-
come) during 2021-22 was
Rs 1.5 lakh per annum at
current prices, up from
1,26,855 in 2020-21, showing
a growth of 18.3 per cent.
However, at constant
prices, per capita annual
income works out to be Rs
91,481, up 7.5 per cent from
Rs 85,110 in FY21.

India’s GDP expands by 4.1 pc
in Q4, 8.7 pc in FY’22 New Delhi, May 31:  

Fiscal deficit for 2021-22
worked out to be 6.71 per
cent of the gross domestic
product (GDP), lower than
6.9 per cent projected by
the Finance Ministry in
the revised Budget
Estimates, according to
government data released
on Tuesday. Unveiling the
revenue-expenditure data
of the Union government
for 2020-21, the Controller
General of Accounts
(CGA) said that the fiscal
deficit in the absolute
terms was be Rs 15,86,537
crore (provisional).

The revenue deficit at
the end of 2021-22 was 4.37
per cent. For the last finan-
cial year, the government
had initially pegged the
fiscal deficit at 6.8 per cent
of the GDP in the budget
presented in February
2021. The government in
the revised estimates in
the Budget for 2022-23 fore-
cast a higher fiscal deficit
of 6.9 per cent of the GDP
or Rs 15,91,089 crore for the
fiscal ended in March.

Fiscal deficit for
2021-22 at 6.7 pc of

GDP, lower than 
earlier estimate: CGA

Mumbai, May 31: 

Domestic ratings agency
India Ratings  said the GST
has not helped states
achieve the key objective of
boosting their tax revenue.
The rating agency said that
the data does not point to
any benefits to the states in
the last five years since the
implementation of GST
(Goods and Services Tax).
From June this year, the
Centre will stop giving
states any compensation
for tax collection shortfall.
GST compensation for a
five-year period was part of
the agreement between
states and the central gov-
ernment at the time of the
roll-out of the new indirect
tax regime in 2017.

Several states have asked
for an extension of the GST
compensation. However, fi-
nance minister Nirmala

Sitharaman, while present-
ing the Budget for FY23,
has already said that the
compensation period will
not be extended beyond
June 2022. "...the data avail-
able so far does not instill
confidence with respect
(of) GST achieving or is on
course to achieve its two
key objectives, namely it
boosts the tax revenue and
is beneficial for the con-
suming states," the rating
agency said. The share of
state GST (SGST) in States'
Own Tax Revenue (SOTR)
at 55.4 per cent during
FY18-FY21 compared 55.2

per cent during FY14-FY17
indicates that the growth
in both SGST and non-
SGST components of
SOTR has been broadly
similar, it said. "This
means the GST implemen-
tation did not result in any
incremental benefit to the
SOTR. Moreover, SGST
growth at an average 6.7
per cent during FY18-FY21
has been lower than the 9.8
per cent growth recorded
by the taxes subsumed
under GST during FY14-
FY17," it added. Until the
GST implementation, pro-
ducing/exporting states
used to collect VAT (sales
tax) on the sales within the
states and also Central
Sales Tax (CST) of up to 2
per cent on the inter-state
sales, it said. States where
CST was contributing
more than 4.5 per cent to
their SOTR during FY12-

FY17 were Assam,
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat,
Haryana, Himachal
Pradesh, Jharkhand,
Meghalaya, Odisha,
Sikkim and Tamil Nadu - a
mix of both producing and
consuming states.

"After the GST imple-
mentation, the proportion
of CST in SOTR declined to
0.95 per cent in FY21 (RE)
from 4.16 per cent in FY17,"
it said. The agency said an-
other way of assessing the
GST performance of states
is to examine the SGST
growth during FY19-FY22,
and pointed out that
Odisha is the only state
having average SGST col-
lection exceeding 14 per
cent with a 20.06 per cent
growth in SGST between
FY19-22, and is followed by
Bihar (13.89 per cent),
Assam, Andhra Pradesh
and Chhatisgarh.

Core sector 
output expands 
by 8.4 pc in April
New Delhi, May 31: 

Eight infrastructure sec-
tors grew by 8.4 per cent in
April against 62.6 per cent
expansion in the year-ago
period, according to offi-
cial data released on
Tuesday. The output of
eight infrastructure sec-
tors of coal, crude oil, nat-
ural gas, refinery prod-
ucts, fertiliser, steel, ce-
ment and electricity had
expanded by 4.9 per cent in
March 2022. The core sec-
tor had witnessed an ex-
ceptionally high growth
rate of 62.6 per cent in
April 2021 mainly due to
the low base effect. The
output of crude oil con-
tracted by 0.9 per cent
against a 2.1 per cent de-
cline in April, the data
showed.

GST has not boosted states’ tax collections: Ind Ra

New Delhi, May 31:  

Power giant NTPC has
come out with its "biodi-
versity policy 2022" for
conservation and restora-
tion of a balanced ecosys-
tem, the power ministry
said on Tuesday.

"The power major aims
to mainstream the concept
of biodiversity across its
value chain and adopt a
precautionary approach
for sustainable manage-
ment of biodiversity in all
the decision-making
processes to ensure the
earth's variety of life in
and around the business
units of NTPC. The policy
also aims to adopt system-
atic consideration of local
threats to biodiversity be-
yond the company's busi-
ness activities," the min-

istry said. As part of its ca-
pacity building, NTPC is
raising awareness among
local communities, em-
ployees and its associates
across the supply chain
about biodiversity
through project-specific
and national level train-
ings in collaboration with
experts, it said. Further,
NTPC will be adhering to
legal compliances with re-
spect to biodiversity by
complying with rules and
regulations related to the
environment, forest,
wildlife, coastal zone and
green cover during plan-
ning and execution of its
projects, the power min-
istry said.

NTPC, under the min-
istry of power, is the coun-
try's largest power produc-
ing company.

NTPC releases 
‘biodiversity policy 2022

New Delhi, May 31: 

The government on
Tuesday raised the pre-
mium for its flagship in-
surance schemes --
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan
Jyoti Bima Yojana
(PMJJBY) and Pradhan
Mantri Suraksha Bima
Yojana (PMSBY) in order
to make them economi-
cally viable. The premi-
um rate of PMJJBY has
been revised upward to
Rs 1.25 per day, translat-
ing into an increase from
Rs 330 to Rs 436 annually.
The annual premium for
PMSBY has been hiked
from Rs 12 to Rs 20, an of-
ficial statement said.

The new premium
rates are effective from
June 1, 2022. In percent-
age terms, the premium
increase is 32 per cent in

case of PMJJBY and 67
per cent for PMSBY. The
decision has been taken
in view of the long-
standing adverse claims
experience of the
schemes, it added.

The number of active
subscribers enrolled
under PMJJBY and
PMSBY as on March 31,
2022 were 6.4 crore and
22 crore, respectively.

Since the launch of
the PMSBY, an amount
of Rs 1,134 crore has
been collected by the im-
plementing insurers to-
wards premium and
claims of Rs 2,513 crore
have been paid as on
March 31, 2022. Further,
an amount of Rs 9,737
crore has been collected
by the implementing in-
surers towards premi-
um and claims of Rs

14,144 crore have been
paid under PMJJBY as
on March 31, 2022.
Claims under both the
schemes have been de-
posited into the bank ac-
counts of the beneficiar-
ies through the direct
benefit transfer (DBT)
route.

The transmission of
benefits through these
schemes were closely
monitored during
COVID-19 and a host of
measures were taken to
simplify the procedures
and expedite claims, in-
cluding, outreach pro-
grammes and messages
from the banks to reach
out to beneficiaries of
the people who died dur-
ing the pandemic, sim-
plifying claims form
and proofs of death and
many more, it said.

Govt raises premium for flagship
insurance schemes PMJJBY, PMSBY

Mumbai, May 31:  

The rupee depreciated
12 paise to close at 77.66
(provisional) against the
US dollar on Tuesday,
tracking a negative trend
in domestic equities and
surging crude oil prices. At
the interbank foreign ex-
change market, the rupee
opened lower at 77.65
against the greenback and
finally settled at 77.66,
down 12 paise over its pre-
vious close. During the ses-
sion, the rupee touched an
intra-day low of 77.70 and a
high of 77.62.

On Monday, the rupee
settled at 77.54 against the
US dollar. This is also the
fifth straight monthly de-
cline for the rupee amid
weak risk sentiments, for-
eign fund outflows and

concerns over high infla-
tion. The dollar index,
which gauges the green-
back's strength against a
basket of six currencies,
was trading 0.04 per cent
higher at 101.70.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures ad-
vanced 1.77 per cent to
USD 123.82 per barrel.

According to Dilip Parmar,
Research Analyst, HDFC
Securities, the rupee has
become the worst-perform-
ing currency among Asian
currencies and clocked the
fifth monthly decline in a
row in May on the back of
foreign fund outflows and
slower economic growth.
"Risk sentiments re-
mained weak on worries
over hawkish central
banks following higher in-
flation and slower growth
prospectus," Parmar said.
However, the dollar index,
the basket of six curren-
cies, retreated after mak-
ing a multi-year high at 105
as the rest of the global
central banks started play-
ing catch-up with Fed poli-
cy, which has taken some
steam out of the dollar's
rally, Parmar noted.

Rupee slips 12 paise to close
at 77.66 against US dollar

Mumbai, May 31: 

The country's sugar ex-
ports are expected to in-
crease to around 9-10 mil-
lion tonnes in sugar season
2022, beginning October, fol-
lowing lower production in
Brazil due to adverse
weather conditions, accord-
ing to a report.

Ind-Ra expects the total
exports for SS22 (Sugar
Season 2022) to rise to 9-10
million tonnes, surpassing
the previous high of 7.2
million tonnes shipped in
SS21, as the lower produc-
tion in Brazil (which is
down 40 per cent year-on-
year in first 1.5 months
ended mid-May 2022) due to
adverse weather conditions
and delayed harvesting.

Brazil is the largest ex-
porter of sugar, constitut-
ing 35-45 per cent of the
global trade, and a fall in its
exports in the current sea-
son could result in India's
share rising to around 15
per cent, the Ind-Ra report
stated. However, Ind-Ra be-
lieved exports were any-
way unlikely to exceed 10
million tonnes, given the re-
bound in production in
Thailand after two consecu-
tive seasons of decline. As a

result, the restriction is un-
likely to materially affect
the sector, although any is-
sues in the mill-wise ap-
proval process could act as
a dampener, it added.
Meanwhile, with two suc-
cessive seasons of produc-
tion deficit, international
sugar prices hit a five-year
high of over 20 cents per
pound in April 2022, averag-
ing around 19 cents per
pound till now in SS22.
While India's export re-
striction has not affected
prices meaningfully, prices
are likely to remain robust
with a lower cane output
and sugar mix in Brazil,
which bodes well for Indian
exports, Ind-Ra said. It said
that despite producing a
high-quality sugar, the

competitiveness of Indian
exports is affected by the
country's high cane costs
relative to other major pro-
ducers, including Brazil,
Thailand and Australia,
rendering exports unviable
without subsidy until
about a year back. After hit-
ting a historical high of 14.6
million tonnes at the end of
SS19, sugar stocks have
been moderating, it added.
Despite an increase in the
production, higher exports
and diversion towards
ethanol are likely to reduce
the sugar stock further to
around 7 million tonnes at
end-SS22, although still
higher than the normative
carry forward requirement
of around 5.5 million
tonnes.

India’s sugar exports to grow up to 10 mln tonnes
in SS22 on lower output in Brazil: ReportMumbai, May 31:  

Equity benchmarks de-
clined on Tuesday after a
three-day rally, with the
Sensex falling 359.33 points
amid selling in index ma-
jors HDFC, Reliance
Industries and Infosys.
Investors were cautious
ahead of release of GDP
data, while a jump in crude
oil prices also weighed on
market sentiment, traders
said. The 30-share BSE
Sensex went lower by 359.33
points or 0.64 per cent to
settle at 55,566.41. During
the day, it tanked 556.6
points or 0.99 per cent to
55,369.14. The broader NSE
Nifty declined 76.85 points
or 0.46 per cent to end at
16,584.55. From the Sensex
pack, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Sun Pharma, HDFC,
Infosys, State Bank of

India, Axis Bank, Reliance
Industries and HDFC Bank
were the major laggards. In
contrast, M&M, NTPC,
Power Grid, Tech
Mahindra and Tata Steel

were among the gainers.
Elsewhere in Asia, markets
in Seoul, Shanghai and
Hong Kong settled with
gains, while Tokyo ended
marginally lower.

Markets halt 3-day rally; Sensex falls 359 pts

New Delhi, May 31: 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

will on June 6 inaugurate the

iconic week celebrations as

part of the Azadi ka Amrit

Mahotsav (AKAM) during

which Ministries of Finance

and Corporate Affairs will

showcase various initiatives,

including the launch of a cred-

it-linked portal 'Jan Samarth'.

Addressing the curtain-raiser

press conference, Economic

Affairs Secretary said the

Prime Minister will also launch

a special series of coins with

AKAM design which is not a

commemorative coin and will

be part of the circulation.

Financial Services Secretary

Sanjay Malhotra said a credit-

linked portal of 13 schemes of

eight government departments

will be launched by the Prime

Minister on the first day. 

Modi to inaugurate
credit portal, coins with
AKAM design on June 6

Kirti Nagpure on her
role in ‘Pyaar Ka
Pehla Naam
Radha Mohan’

A
ctress Kirti
Nagpure opens up
about her role in

the show 'Pyaar Ka Pehla
Naam Radha Mohan'.

Talking about her char-
acter, Kirti mentions: "I
am excited to play the role
of Tulsi in 'Pyaar ka Pehla
Naam Radha Mohan'. This
role is very different from
other roles which I have
signed up for earlier in my
career."

The 'Desh Ki Beti
Nandini' actress adds
more about her character,
saying: "This is the first
time that I am playing a
fictitious role. Also, I be-
lieve that every role has a
different journey, and
their motives are also dif-
ferent."

"After listening to my
character in the show, I
immediately accepted the
role as this was a unique
character. I hope my char-
acter of Tulsi would be
loved and accepted by the
people," she says.

'Pyaar Ka Pehla Naam
Radha Mohan' airs Zee TV.

‘Wagle Ki Duniya’ back again
with laughter and smiles

S
ony SAB’s most loved slice-of-life show, Wagle Ki Duniya,
is back again with another week filled with moments of
laughter and smiles.

The show has continued to keep the audience hooked to
their screens with its thought-provoking storylines. This time
around, our beloved Senior Wagle Srinivas finds himself in a
rut when faced with acute boredom. The upcoming episodes
highlight the greys of old age and bizarre urges that Srinivas
(Anjan Srivastava) is having to keep himself occupied. Whereas
Rajesh (Sumit Raghavan) and Vandana (Parivas Pranati) are trying
their formulas to stop the madness. Srinivas has nothing to do after
his retirement and is getting more restless each day. He tries to interact
even more with Sakhi and Atharva, but they are busy too. And now he
is on a quest to find distractions. A chance meeting with an old friend
who drives a rickshaw despite being well-settled gives him an idea to do
the same by occupying his time and curb his boredom. So, he sets out
on a mission but soon realizes that it might not be that great of an idea
as no one is able to escape the wrath of the scorching sun and faces the
disappointment of his family as well. Will Srinivas do something
more shocking by the time the family finally understands his need
to be busy? How will the family convince Srinivas to leave the
stubbornness behind and find simpler ways? Watch out for the
answers. Stay tuned to Wagle Ki Duniya from Monday to
Saturday at 9:00 PM only on Sony SAB.

T
he film 'Virata Parvam' starring
Rana Daggubati and Sai Pallavi is
being prepared for release.

It will now be released on June 17, 2022,
according to the latest information. The
producers will apparently make an official
announcement on Monday.

'Virata Parvam' billed as a love story set
against the backdrop of a revolutionary
war, has been postponed several times.
The film, which was supposed to be re-
leased last year, had to be put on hold due
to the pandemic's second wave. Even after
that, the creators decided to keep it unre-
leased for unknown reasons. The makers
of 'Virata Parvam' have planned to start
promoting the film as soon as they an-
nounce the details regarding its prepone-

ment. The film is said to be a love story
about a girl who falls in love with her
favourite revolutionary writer and
their story amidst the war, direct-
ed by Venu Udugula of 'Needi
Naadi Oke Katha' fame.

Priyamani, Nandita Das,
Nivetha Pethuraj, Priyamani,
Eshwari Rao, Ravi Anand,
Naveen Chandra, Zareena
Wahab, and others played
pivotal roles in this film.
Produced by Suresh Babu
and Sudhakar Cherukuri
under Suresh Productions and
Sri Lakshmi Venkateswara
Cinemas banners, the movie
has Suresh Bobbili's music.

ACROSS

1. Backless seat

6. Silent actor

10. Rabbit's kin

14. Bert's buddy

15. Summer coolers

16. Voyaging

17. NYC financial district (2 wds.)

19. Shadowbox

20. James Bond, e.g.

21. Perspire

22. Motionless

23. Hawaiian wreath

24. More rational

26. Ballroom dance

31. Canal country

34. Levels

35. Snooze

37. Light brown

38. Folded tortilla dish

39. Narrates

40. Singer ____ Crosby

41. Ruckus

42. Cindy Crawford, e.g.

43. Male bee

44. Beatle John ____

46. Part of NBA

48. Warning alarm

50. Wind dir.

51. Wonderland girl

53. Classic song

56. Petrol

59. Walk in water

60. Competition

62. December 24 and 31

63. Norway's capital

64. Mr. Claus

65. Small arrow

66. Sharp bark

67. Computer key

DOWN

1. Bastes

2. Ambush

3. Just

4. Olive product

5. Reduces

6. Colt's mom

7. Inspiration

8. Track events

9. CT time zone

10. Hurry

11. Ambition

12. Not imaginary

13. English nobleman

18. Tiny stick

22. Easy task

23. Carson's successor
25. Mimics

26. Iron or lead
27. Escape
28. Think over again
29. Previously owned
30. Actress ____ Burstyn
32. Heavenly food
33. Heavenly being
36. ____ Fitzgerald of jazz
39. Quality of sound
40. Forehead
42. Greater
43. Ailment
45. Kindest
47. Identical sibling
49. Rope loop
51. Overwhelmed
52. Liquid rock
54. Calm
55. Fall
56. Fellow
57. Initial stake
58. Big Dipper component
60. Plaything
61. Gent
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You might find yourself in the public
eye at some point today, Aquarius.
This is fine since you're looking and
feeling great. You're likelier than
usual to project warmth and friendli-
ness to others. Acknowledgment for
an artistic or creative activity could
come your way. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

If you've considered a career in publish-
ing, Pisces, this is the time to go for it. It's
also a great day to enroll in law school, an
advanced degree program, or any field of
higher education. Love with someone
from far away could well be in the offing.
At the very least, you could make a new
friend from a distant state or foreign land.
This should be a satisfying day for you.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Your dreams could be vivid, pleasant, and
full of information to help you make a
decision. New and exciting contacts
could come into your life today, Aries,
possibly proving helpful in showing you
ways to increase your income. New
careers, sidelines, and investments
appear promising and worthy of consid-
eration. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today you're likely focused on sex,
romance, and committed relationships.
The planetary energies surrounding love
are promising, Taurus. If you're in a rela-
tionship, you and your partner could make
plans to embark on a new enterprise
together, which is likely to succeed. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Today you should be glowing with good
health, energy, and stamina, and be
doing well at work, whether career,
volunteer work, or a personal project.
Success should come your way on all
fronts, Gemini, particularly since
you've been working hard. You're final-
ly likely to see the results of past
efforts. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Love and romance are likely to be tops on
your agenda today, Cancer. You're feeling
especially warm and loving now. Current
and potential love partners could feel
strongly drawn to you. Children might also
prove a source of happiness and satisfac-
tion. If you're artistically inclined, this is the
day to start or finish an enterprise, which
could well lead to fame and fortune. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Important enterprises centering on
your home could take up a lot of your
energy over the next few days, Leo.
Many people might come and go from
your life. Perhaps you're moving to a
nicer place, or maybe transacting a lot
of business in your home. Whatever it
is, it's likely to produce the results
you're hoping for. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Some absolutely wonderful news could
come your way, Virgo, possibly about
career or financial success, perhaps
involving positive changes in your neigh-
borhood. If you've been thinking about
working in writing or publishing - or any
art, for that matter - this is the day to set
events in motion. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

You should feel especially warm and
loving today toward just about anyone
you meet, Libra. Good news about
money may have caused you to feel
especially positive. This could attract
new people to you and bring closer
those already in your life. If you've
been thinking about starting an artis-
tic project, this is the day to do it. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Scorpio, you should be looking beautiful and
feeling especially positive, warm, and loving
- attracting people of all kinds to you. Your
self-confidence, optimism, and determina-
tion should peak over the next few days.
Anything you've been thinking about start-
ing - a new partnership, business, creative
project, romance - is highly likely to succeed
and bring good fortune your way. Enjoy.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Creative inspiration could come from deep
within today, Sagittarius. Visions, dreams -
anything that excites your imagination -
could bring ideas for new projects. You
might also find that your understanding of
others greatly increases, attracting new
and old friends. The only downside is you
could get so lost in ideas that you tem-
porarily lose touch with the material world.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Group activities prove beneficial on sev-
eral levels, Capricorn. You might project
powerful warmth and love for all life.
You're feeling especially optimistic about
the future. Your enthusiasm could spill
over to others, attracting them into your
aura. Acquaintances become friends,
friends grow closer, and love relation-
ships grow stronger and more stable. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
ctress Aaditi
Pohankar said her on-
screen character,

Parminder aka Pammi in the
'Aashram' series, is quite
close to her and she relates to
her role in many ways.

"The foremost similarity
between me and Pammi is I
would say courage and truth,
which I stand up for and my
ethics which come from my
family, I think that's the basis
of who I am as well."

The Prakash Jha-directori-
al features Bobby Deol in the
lead role as self-proclaimed
godman Baba Nirala. While
he is seen as the antagonist,

Pammi as a protagonist does
everything to bring the Baba
down.

While being in the series for
three seasons, playing Pammi
has always been challenging
for Aaditi.

She said: "I work very hard.
I had to put on weight, which I
did some 9 to 10 kilos in the
first season. I had to look like
a wrestler and I'm actually a
runner and I was a sprinter.
In Maharashtra we don't re-
ally have wrestling arenas,
they are only mostly to-
wards Haryana. So to un-
derstand the body lan-
guage and entire look of
a wrestler, I can't go just
somewhere in Mumbai
as there's badminton
and there are other

things which are
mostly played. So,

what I did was I
played a smart

game. I
asked Sir

whether I
can just

spend some
time with
w r e s t l i n g

girls.And they
are very sweet

and just too humble.
"They did the proper physio

with me and everything. So I
went there and I became one
with them. So, I started going
and hanging out in the tabelas
and started drinking badam
milk. It was a new experience
for me. I was just so impressed
with their courage and how
they face challenges or injuries
during wrestling events."

Aaditi continued that now for
this season she has to reduce
weight and this makes this role
challenging as well as interest-
ing as it has many shades.

While talking about her expe-
rience of being part of the se-
ries after doing the web show
'She', the actress: "When I
joined the show I was quite
new. I just did 'She'. And the
role I have to play in this series
was poles apart from what I
played in 'She'. Pammi is a very
different character. She is a 19-
year old girl who has faced a lot
because of baba (Bobby Deol), I
had to bring that emotional tur-
moil she is going through in the
character. "Her entire world
shakes and now there is only
revenge in her mind. So, from
being an innocent young girl to
a completely changed person
and bringing that on-screen
was never easy." Aaditi had all
the praises for lead actor Bobby
Deol and she called the entire
experience 'terrific' and amaz-
ing. "Working with Bobby was a
terrific experience because he
has been in the industry for so
long and is such a big name but
still he is a childlike person.
Initially when I remember that
I had to rehearse with a lot of
scepticism. And he kept saying
'you have to work very hard'
and used to give examples of
how he worked initially in the
industry. He's very supportive.
He's very childlike, and more
like a friend."

Aaditi Pohankar gets 
candid about working with

Bobby Deol, Esha Gupta’s
entry in ‘Aashram 3’

Rana Daggubati’s ‘Virata
Parvam’ likely to be preponed

P
romising to take its viewers
on a laughter-filled roller-
coaster ride, WATCHO, one of

India’s fastest-growing OTT plat-
forms, announces “The Morning
Show”. The show is a light-hearted
comedy web series showcasing
content in a format that is innova-
tive, fresh, and out of the box.
Known for bringing snackable con-
tent #Funfatafat, WATCHO’s new
web series “The Morning Show”
relesaed on 20th May in Hindi. The
stellar cast of the series, includes
Ali Asgar and Siddharth Sagar of
Kapil Sharma show fame,
Vanshika Sharma, Parree Pande,
Rahul Grover, Mukesh Sharma,
and Nazish Mann.

The show revolves around the in-
dividuals that go to the gym every
day. The CCTV camera snooping on
the gym members is a key protago-
nist in the entire story. The protag-
onist, the amusing characters, and
the daily chaos at the gym make
the show hilarious and entertain-

ing to watch. WATCHO’s new web
series has 9-episodes, each lasting a
20-minutes duration. “The
Morning Show” is a one-of-a-kind
character-oriented show conceptu-
alized by Manoj Sabharwal and
produced by Team Creative

Mafiaa. From a gym owner who is
a struggling actor to a receptionist
who is always on the phone or an
affluent married couple trying to
maintain their class at the gym;
each character has a unique per-
sonality and amusing quirk.

WATCHO presents ‘The Morning Show’ 
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Paris, May 31 (AP): 

The loss of one set by a
player is normally not the
stuff of headlines at a
Grand Slam tournament.
That did constitute news
at the French Open, be-
cause the player was No. 1-
ranked Iga Swiatek and it
had been more than a
month since that hap-
pened to her.

The way it came about
was noteworthy, too: She
led the first set of her
fourth-round match
against 74th-ranked Zheng
Qinwen of China 3-0, then
5-2, and was a point from
claiming it on five occa-
sions but could not seal the
deal. Swiatek entered the
day having won 20 sets in a
row, and 48 of her preced-
ing 49.

All that truly mattered,
in the end, was that 2020
champion Swiatek would
not lose another set on this
cloudy evening, getting
past the hard-swinging
Zheng 6-7 (5), 6-0, 6-2 to re-
turn to the quarterfinals
at Roland Garros and run
her winning streak to 32
consecutive matches.

"I'm pretty happy I could
come back after a pretty

frustrating first set when I
had the lead," Swiatek
said. "Pretty happy with
myself that I'm still in the
tournament."

Swiatek regrouped by
changing tactics she sped
up her forehand instead of
absorbing Zheng's power
and in a less conventional
way, too, deciding to
change her tune. No, real-
ly: She switched which
song she was singing in
her head during the

match.
"It was Dua Lipa,"

Swiatek said, "so kind of a
guilty pleasure."

She has won her past
five tournaments, going
unbeaten since February
for the WTA's longest such
stretch since Serena
Williams compiled a 34-
match run in 2013.

With 23-time Grand
Slam champion Williams
absent from the tour for
nearly a year, and

Swiatek's predecessor atop
the rankings, two-time
major winner Ash Barty,
having recently retired,
there is no dominant fig-
ure in women's tennis to
mount a challenge.

Next to try to stop
Swiatek will be 11th-seed-
ed Jessica Pegula, who ad-
vanced to her third major
quarterfinal and first in
Paris with a 4-6, 6-2, 6-3 vic-
tory over Irina-Camelia
Begu of Romania, who

was fined 10,000 last week
when she threw her racket
and it bounced into the
stands, brushing a child in
a front-row seat.

Pegula, owner of a 2-3
record at Roland Garros
before this year, saw two
sides to taking on
Swiatek, who beat her on
a hard court at the Miami
Open in March.

Sometimes you're like,
Oh, I wish I didn't play her
in the quarterfinals. I
wish I played one of the
other people and didn't
meet her so early,' Pegula
said. But at the same time,
it's a great chance to have
a great win and a great
story.

The other women's
quarterfinal Wednesday
will be between two
Russians: No. 20 Daria
Kasatkina and No. 29
Veronika Kudermetova.
They were teammates on
the team that won the
Billie Jean King Cup last
year Russia was barred
from trying to defend that
title because of the coun-
try's invasion of Ukraine
and have known each
other since they were
kids, squaring off as jun-
iors as long ago as 2011.

At French Open, Swiatek
extends match win streak

Jakarta, May 31 (PTI): 

The young Indian hock-
ey team dished out some
impressive and fast-paced
hockey in a Super 4s
match against South
Korea but an outright vic-
tory eluded them as a 4-4
draw pushed them out of
the Asia Cup title race,
here on Tuesday.

Malaysia's 5-0 win over
Japan early in the day
meant that an outright
win became a pre-requi-
site for India to qualify for
the summit clash.

Both India, Malaysia
and Korea finished on five
points each in the Super 4
stage but the Birendra
Lakra-side fell behind on
goal difference.

Nilam Sanjeep Xess (9th
minute), Dipsan Tirkey
(21st), Mahesh Sheshe
Gowda (22nd) and
Shakthivel Mareeswaran
(37th) scored for India,
while Korea scored
through Jang Jonghyun
(13th), Ji Woo Cheon
(18th), Kim JungHoo (28th)
and Jung Manjae (44th).

Korea will now take on
Malaysia in the final on
Wednesday, while India
will play Japan in the
third-fourth place classifi-

cation match.
It was a midfield slugfest

between the two sides as
both India and Korea tried
to take upper hand in the
first quarter.

India secured a penalty
corner in the second
minute but Nilam Sanjeep
Xess' effort was saved by
the Korean goalkeeper
Jaehyeon Kim.

But in the ninth minute
Nilam scored with a low
flick to the right bottom
corner of the Korean net
past Kim from India's sec-
ond penalty corner.

Two minutes from the
first quarter, India conced-
ed a penalty corner and
Jang Jonghyun was bang
on target to draw level for
Korea. Korea made it 2-1
five minutes later when Ji
Woo Cheon chose his spot
after being fed by Jungjun
Lee following a defensive
lapse from Pawan Rajbhar
inside his own circle.

But India drew level
three minutes later when
Dipsan Tirkey converted
team's third penalty cor-
ner. Mahesh Sheshe
Gowda restored the lead a
minute later, pushing
home Vishnukant Singh's
pass from a counter-at-
tack. Korea secured anoth-

er penalty corner but this
time the Indians defended
well to deny Jang.

Two minutes from half-
time, Kim JungHoo
equalised for Korea
through a fine field goal
from an acute angle as
both the teams went into
the breather locked 3-3.

India went all out and
restored their lead in the
37th minute through an
unmarked Shakthivel
Mareeswaran, who tapped
in a cross from Sheshe
Gowda from the right
flank.

In the 42 minute Uttam
Singh missed a sitter
when he failed to connect
to Rajkumar's cross stand-
ing in front of open goal.

A yellow card -- five
minute suspension -- to
Yashdeep Siwach three
minutes from the third
quarter cost India dearly
as Korea equalised again
when Manjae Jung deflect-
ed in a long ball from mid-
field.

Just 27 second from the
final hooter, Karthi
Selvam came close to
handing India the winner
but Korean goalkeeper
Kim Jaehyeon made dou-
ble save to deny the title
holders last-gasp winner.

Heartbreak for India,
draw 4-4 with Korea to go
out of Asia Cup title race

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

India opened their ac-
count at the ongoing ISSF
World Cup with the trio of
Elavenil Valarivan,
Ramita and Shreya
Agrawal claiming the gold
medal in the 10m air rifle
team women competition
in Baku, Azerbaijan.

The Indian trio out-
played Denmark repre-
sented by Anna Nielsen,
Emma Koch and Rikke
Maeng Ibsen, 17-5 in the
gold medal contest. Poland
won bronze in the event.

Former world number
one Elavenil, Ramita and
Shreya had reached the
gold medal clash after two
rounds of qualification on
Monday.

The Indian trio had first
topped the qualification
stage one with a combined
effort of 944.4 across 90
shots. They then came sec-
ond in stage two behind
Denmark, to make the title
round.

In men's air rifle team
competition, Indian troika
of Rudrankksh Patil,

Paarth Makhija and
Dhanush Srikanth fell
short in their bronze
medal match against
Croatia, going down 10-16.

The 12-member Indian

rifle squad now finds itself
at the fifth spot in the
medals tally with Serbia
leading the field with two
golds and a total of four
medals.

ISSF World Cup: Elavenil, Ramita and
Shreya win gold in women’s 10m air

rifle team competition

(L-R) Indian shooters Ramita, Shreya Agrawal and Elavenil Valarivan
celebrate after winning gold in Womens 10m Air Rifle Team event at
the Shooting World Cup, in Baku, Azerbaijan, Tuesday.

Paris, May 31 (PTI): 

India's Rohan Bopanna
reached his first Grand
Slam semifinal in seven
years after he and his
Dutch partner Matwe
Middelkoop rallied to beat
Lloyd Glasspool and Henri

Heliovaara in the men's
doubles quarterfinals of
the French Open, here.

The Indo-Dutch pair
eked out a 4-6 6-4 7-6 (3) win
over the British-Finnish
combination in a hard-
fought contest on Monday
night.

Bopanna last reached
the semifinals of a tennis
Major at the 2015
W i m b l e d o n
Championships when he
had teamed up with
Romania's Florin Mergea
and lost in a gruelling five-
setter to Jean-Julien Rojer
and Horia Tecau.

Bopanna, 42, and
Middelkoop, 38, will face
12th seeds Marcelo
Arevalo and Jean-Julien
Roger on Thursday in the
last four.

Bopanna and
Middelkoop lost the open-
ing set but dished out a su-
perb fightback to win the
next two to emerge victori-
ous. In the decider, the
Indo-Dutch pair showed
tremendous mental forti-
tude to fightback from 3-5
down to take the match to
a Super Tie-break.

They were again 0-3 be-
hind but won 10 straight
points to come up trumps.

Bopanna and
Middelkoop had saved five
match points to knock out
Mate Pavic and Nikola
Mektic, the reigning
Wimbledon champions,
from the Roland Garros,
on Saturday.

Bopanna makes first Grand Slam
semifinal since 2015 Wimbledon

Paris, May 31 (AP): 

Danish teenager Holger
Rune has eliminated 2021
French Open runner-up
Stefanos Tsitsipas to reach
his first major quarterfi-
nal in his Roland Garros
debut.

The 40th-ranked Rune
beat fourth-seeded
Tsitsipas 7-5, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4 at
Court Philippe Chatrier
on Monday. Tsitsipas is the
first member of the top
eight seeds to leave the
men's bracket. Rune never
had won a Grand Slam
match until last week,
going 0-2 in previous ap-
pearances at the sport's

top four events. But the
hard-hitting 19-year-old
now joins sixth-seeded
Carlos Alcaraz to make
this the first Slam tourna-
ment with two teenagers
in the men's quarterfinals
since Hendrik Dreekmann
and Andrei Medvedev at
the 1994 French Open.

Rune had a bit of trou-
ble closing things out
against Tsitsipas after
going up 5-2 in the fourth
set. Rune dropped nine
points in a row and his
lead narrowed to 5-4. Then
he needed to save three
break points before serv-
ing out the biggest victory
of his career.

Danish teen Rune
stuns No. 4 Tsitsipas

Holger Rune celebrates winning his fourth round match against
Greeces Stefanos Tsitsipas in four sets, 7-5, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4, at the French
Open tennis tournament in Roland Garros stadium in Paris, France.

Gurugram, May 31 (PTI): 

More than 100 speed skaters
from across the country dis-
played their skills in the XVII
National Speed Skating
Championship that concluded
this morning at ISKATE, an all
weather indoor ice skating
arena located at Ambience
Mall here.
The speed skaters were divid-
ed in the age categories --
Novice (below 10 years),
Junior D (10-13 years), Junior
C (13-15 years), Junior B (15-
17 years), Junior A (17-19
years) and Senior (above 19
years). During the national
speed skating camp, athletes
were trained by expert nation-
al coaches AvduthTawade,
SubodhPatil, Ravi Dhillon,
Rahul Pandekar, Gitesh Vaidya
and Md Abbas.
Speaking at the event, J S
Sahney, secretary general, Ice
Skating Association of India
said, "I am elated to see such
talented kids perform in the
championship. Our country is
making progress in ice skating,
speed skating and figure skat-
ing because of ISKATE, the
only ice skating rink in India

that is functional throughout
the year." The winner in every
category was awarded a cash
prize of Rs 20,000, and the first
and second runner-ups were
awarded with Rs 15,000 and Rs
10,000 respectively. The
National Speed Skating
Championship is being con-
ducted after a gap of two
years due to the COVID-19
pandemic. The National Speed
Skating Camp was organised
from May 27 to May 29 fol-
lowed by two days of National
Speed Skating Championship
on May 30 and 31.

More than 100 speed skaters
took part in XVII National

Speed Skating Championship

Youngsters participate in the XVII
National Speed Skating Championship,

in Gurugram, Tuesday.

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

The sweet taste of the
Thomas Cup title win will
linger but Chirag Shetty,
one of the architects of that
historic triumph, knows it's
time to move on and focus
on the next challenge at
hand -- Commonwealth
Games.

One half of India's best
doubles pair, Chirag played
a pivotal role both on and
off the court to help India
achieve an unprecedented
win at the Thomas Cup
tournament, considered to
be the 'world cup' of shuttle
sport. "The feeling of that
week still remains but it's
time to get back to training
and face the next chal-

lenges, starting with the
Commonwealth Games,
World Championships and
Asian Games," the 24-year-
old from Mumbai told PTI.

"We have done well in
Commonwealth Games last
time and the Thomas cup
win will act as a booster for
us to retain the mixed team
gold." India had won the
mixed team gold at 2018
CWG for the first time and
Chirag feels they can repeat
the performance this year
too. "Competition is much
tougher in Thomas Cup. So
winning the trophy for me
was simply the highlight of
Indian badminton. CWG is
a mixed team event, so nat-
urally the dynamics will
change.

Time to shift focus on CWG,
gold is high on priority: Chirag

Stavenger , May 31 (PTI): 

Indian chess ace
Viswanathan Anand defeat-
ed world champion Magnus
Carlsen in round seven of
the blitz event of the
Norway Chess on way to a
fourth-place finish.

The former world cham-
pion, however, suffered de-
feats to Anish Giri (the
Netherlands) and Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave (France) in
the fourth and ninth round
respectively to finish with 5
points in the 10-player blitz
event early on Tuesday.

The Indian GM started
with a win over Aryan Tari
(Norway) in the blitz before
drawing with So in round
two. He posted a victory
over veteran Veselin
Topalov in the third round
before sharing the point

with Teimur Radjabov. After
a loss to Giri and a draw
with Hao Wang (China),
Anand scored over Carlsen.
However, the draw against
Shakhriyar Mamedyarov
followed by the loss to
Vachier-Lagrave put paid to
his chances of a high finish
after having started with 2.5
points from the first three
rounds. Anand's win over
Carlsen comes close on the
heels of compatriot and teen
sensation R Praggnandhaa
defeating the Norwegian
world champion in an on-
line blitz tournament re-
cently. American Wesley So
finished on top of the Blitz
standings with 6.5 points,
one clear of Carlsen while
Giri took the third spot. He
thus earned the right to pick
his starting number for the
classical event.

Anand beats Carlsen in blitz
event of Norway Chess

Buenos Aires, May 31 (AP): 

According to Lionel
Messi, there is "no doubt"
that Real Madrid striker
Karim Benzema deserves
to win his first Ballon d'Or
award this year.

Messi has won a record
seven Ballon d'Or awards
as the world's best player,
but saw his new club Paris
Saint-Germain eliminated
by Madrid in the round of
16 of the Champions
League this year after
Benzema scored a hat
trick in the second half of
the return leg.

Benzema netted another
four goals against Chelsea
in the quarterfinals and
three against Manchester
City in the semifinals in-
cluding the decisive penal-
ty in extra time of the sec-

ond leg before Madrid de-
feated Liverpool 1-0 in the
final on Saturday.
Benzema was also the top
scorer in the Spanish
league as Madrid won the
title in dominant fashion.

"There's no doubt, its
very clear that Benzema
had a spectacular year,"
Messi said in an interview
to Argentine TV channel
TyC Sports when asked if
Benzema should get the
prestigious award. I think
there is no doubt this
year."

In total, Benzema scored
44 goals in 46 matches with
his club this season, and
equaled Madrid great Ra l
Gonz lez as the club's sec-
ond-highest scorer with
323 goals. Cristiano
Ronaldo leads that tally
with 451.

‘No doubt’ that Benzema
deserves to win Ballon d’Or
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Tamil Nadu Health Minister Ma. Subramanian looks at a sand sculpture created on the occasion of World No
Tobacco Day, at Elliots beach, in Chennai, Tuesday.

SAND ART WITH A MESSAGE

Trucks carrying wheat from India as part of humanitarian aid to Afghanistan pass through the Attari-Wagah bor-
der between India and Pakistan, near Amritsar, Tuesday. 
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New Delhi, May 31 (PTI):

Road transport and
highways minister Nitin
Gadkari has sought the in-
tervention of coal minis-
ter Pralhad Joshi in the
matters related to coal sec-
tor workers’ demand for
an increase in their pen-
sion which has not been
revised for the past 23
years.

Gadkari said that some
of the pensioners were
barely getting Rs 1,000 a
month.

“All India Association of
Coal Executives (AIACE),
Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh

has submitted me a repre-
sentation regarding a revi-
sion and increment of
pension provided to coal
sector pensioners.

“The representation is
self explanatory and pro-
vide details of their griev-
ance that in the absence of
revision many pensioners
are getting same amount
as pension from last 23
years,” Gadkari told Joshi
in his letter dated May 30.

Some of them are get-
ting merely Rs 1,000 as a
pension as claimed in the
representation,” the letter
said. “They are following
the matter of revision and

increase of pension with
many authorities but
could not succeed so far.
You are requested to have
the matter looked and ex-
amined into and provide
best possible relief to the
pensioners as per rules
with due verification,”
Gadkari said.

AIACE — an association
of serving and retired ex-
ecutives of state-owned
CIL and SCCL— had earli-
er said that pension of
Coal India and Singareni
Collieries Co Ltd employ-
ees has not been reviewed
since 1998 even though the
Coal Mine Pension

Scheme (CMPS) has the
provision of review in
every three years. Coal
sector employees and exec-
utives are covered under
CMPS, 1998 which is effec-
tive from April 1, 1994.

Pension once fixed at
the time of retirement has
never been increased
since inception, AIACE
said. Since inception of
the scheme 23 years ago,
not even once the pension
was enhanced leaving
those retired 15 to 20 years
ago in a state of destitu-
tion, AIACE principle gen-
eral secretary P K Singh
Rathor said.

Nitin Gadkari seeks Joshi’s 
intervention on revision of pension

For coal sector workers Mansa (Punjab), May 31 (PTI):

A sea of mourners bid a
tearful farewell to popular
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala, who was cre-
mated at his native village
in Mansa district on
Tuesday afternoon.

The body of the 28-year-
old singer-politician, who
was shot dead on Sunday,
was brought to his home
in Moosa village amid
tight security on Tuesday
morning from Mansa civil
hospital, where the post-
mortem was conducted.

Moosewala’s family, in-
cluding his parents, were
inconsolable as they sat
beside the body at their
home. His mother was

seen trying to console her
husband as people from
Punjab, Rajasthan and
Chandigarh among other
places queued up in large
numbers to get a last
glimpse of the singer.

The singer’s favourite
tractor, which had figured
in many of his music
videos, was bedecked with
flowers for his last ride to a
family-owned field for the
cremation.

Notwithstanding the
scorching heat, mourners
joined the funeral proces-
sion as Moosewala’s father

and mother stood on the
tractor with folded hands,
accompanying their son
on his final journey. Some
of his fans wore t-shirts
with Moosewala’s picture
printed on them. The
singer’s father, Balkour
Singh, even took off his
turban on seeing the sea
on mourners. Punjab
Congress chief Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring was
present during the funeral
procession. A heavy police
force was deployed at the
slain singer’s residence as
well as at the cremation
site. People heaped praises
on Moosewala for his
songs and even raised slo-
gans in his favour.

Relatives of Shubhdeep 
Singh aka Sidhu Moose Wala
with his father Balkaur Singh

mourn near the Punjabi
singers mortal remains 

during his last rites, in Mansa
district, Tuesday.

Moosewala makes final
journey on favourite tractor

 Thousands 
join procession

Aizawl, May 31 (PTI):

Grape farmers of
Mizoram are up in the
arms against the MNF
government after the
Excise Department seized
locally-made wines in
Aizawl.

The grape growers de-
manded the immediate re-
turn of the seized wine
bottles, threatening that it
would launch an agitation
against the government’s
action.

Excise minister K
Beichhua said the govern-
ment did not target the lo-
cally-processed grape
wine, but had to made the
seizure as per the law as
the wine bottles were
found along with foreign
liquor and beer bottles
during a recent raid.

Some stores in Aizawl
were raided on Friday and

huge quantities of locally-
manufactured grape
wines, known as
‘Champwine’, were seized
along with liquor and beer.

Acting on a tip-off that
Korean Soju and other for-
eign liquors were being
sold in those stores, the
raids were conducted, the
minister said.

“We have acted as per
the Mizoram Liquor
Prohibition Act, 2019
which prohibits sale, con-
sumption and manufac-
ture of alcohol. We have
no choice but to seize the
locally-made grape wine
as it has alcohol content,
and the wine bottles were
also found among branded
liquor,” he told PTI.

Beichhua, however, said
that the government
would take steps to ensure
that the grape growers
face no difficulties in earn-

ing their livelihood from
the plantations. BJP MLA
BD Chakma said that he
could not understand the
state government’s policy
on liquor prohibition as
the wine that was seized
was served to a visiting
Union minister during a
felicitation programme.

Fulfilling its pre-poll
promise, the Mizo
National Front (MNF) gov-
ernment passed ‘The
Mizoram Liquor
(Prohibition) Bill, 2019’ in
March, 2019, which re-
placed a four-year-old law
enacted by the previous
Congress government that
had withdrawn the prohi-
bition.

The new law prohibits
import, export, transport,
manufacture, possession,
sale and consumption of
alcohol in the state, bar-
ring three autonomous

district council areas in
southern Mizoram.
Although the new prohibi-
tion rules were notified,
they were cancelled in
December 2019.

Beichhuah said the
rules of the new liquor
law, drafted based on the
assessment of a commit-
tee that involved officials,
NGOs and churches, have
been approved by the cabi-
net and would be notified
soon.

Grapes are grown and
grape wines are processed
in Champhai district in
the eastern part of the
state. Champhai Grape
Growers’ Society (CGGS),
and Hnahlan Grape
Growers and Processing
Cooperative Society
passed resolutions on
Saturday, demanding the
state government return
the seized wine bottles.

Grape farmers threaten agitation as
Excise Dept seizes locally-made wine

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

Come rain, sun, hail or
indeed a contagion, the
band of women who form
the bedrock of India’s
rural healthcare system
slog on, anonymous, un-
derpaid and mostly un-
sung until last week when
the WHO honoured them
for their efforts in control-
ling Covid. For the 10 lakh
Accredited Social Health
Activists (ASHA) volun-
teers who administer med-
icines, vaccines, first aid,
offer health advice and a
myriad other services
across the length and
breadth of India, the WHO
recognition is just the
global spotlight they need.

But their battle against
low payments, no facilities
and erratic schedules con-
tinues. And because they
are women, so does the
tightrope walk between

their homes and their jobs.
Like for Sailendri, 42, an

ASHA worker from Basti
in Uttar Pradesh who
wakes up at 3 am every
morning, finishes her
chores at home and then
joins her colleagues in
going home to home. Her
primary worry is how to
make ends meet.

“The government must
give us a fixed income.
There is so much work Do
authorities see the work
we put in? We have served
the people so faithfully but
got only empty praise, she
said, unaware that ASHA
workers like her have been
honoured at an interna-
tional platform.

“We get Rs 10,000 per
month at most. How are
we expected to support
ourselves in that money
with prices going up every
day. Also, the personal sac-
rifice we make by keeping

our work before our fami-
ly Who values that?”
Sailendri, who has been an
ASHA volunteer for 16
years, added in a phone in-
terview to PTI from her
home in Basti.

Sunita Sinha, an ASHA
worker from Sabour block
of Bhagalpur district in
Bihar, agreed.

Echoing Sailendri’s re-
sentment, she said there
are days when they even
have to take a patient to
hospital. “There is no con-
veyance and we have to
manage everything on our
own. Also, we work under
so much pressure. There
have been days when we
spend the whole day walk-
ing and don’t sit for five
minutes. But this is not ac-
knowledged. During the
long months of lockdown,
she went from house to
house to tend to patients
without any concern for

herself, Sunita said. “I re-
member one instance... we
were running low on
masks so we sanitised
clothes and made masks to
ensure protection for
everyone possible. Even
now we are encouraging
people to get vaccinated.
We have helped raise
awareness on vaccination
since the day the vaccina-
tion drive started,” she
said from Sabour.

ASHA workers are the
first and sometimes only
point of contact for mil-
lions of villagers and the
healthcare system. They
earn money through task-
based incentives under the
National Health Mission
(NHM), which is funded in
a 60:40 ratio between the
Centre and state govern-
ment. All the ASHA work-
ers PTI spoke to said they
don’t earn more than Rs
10,000 per month.

Struggle for survival in shadows outside WHO spotlight

ASHA Workers

Nashik, May 31 (PTI): A
religious meet convened
on Tuesday in Nashik to
lay to rest a controversy on
the birthplace of monkey-
god Hanuman had to be
deferred due to alterca-
tions between participat-
ing sadhus, with police
having to intervene to re-
store peace and order.

The ‘dharmasabha’ was
called after spiritual
leader Kishkindha
Mathadhipati Swami
Govindanand Saraswati
recently claimed
Kishkindha (believed to be
in latter day Hampi area
in Karnataka) was the
birthplace of Hanuman
and not Anjneri in Nashik
as is widely believed. He
had challenged those not

in agreement with him to
present proof, after which
sadhu-mahants from here
decided to convene a reli-
gious meet.

However, the plan by
Govindanand Saraswati to
arrive in Anjneri from
Trimbakeshwar leading a
procession was opposed by
the former’s residents and
sadhus who believed this
could vitiate the atmos-
phere.

Officials said people had
blocked the Nashik-
Trimbakeshwar road on
Monday to register their
protest on the arrival of
Govindanand Saraswati.

On Tuesday, the ‘dhar-
masabha’ started off on a
heated note first over seat-
ing arrangements, and
then on other issues, in-
cluding taunts aimed at
each other, they said.

Meet to debate
Hanuman’s birthplace
controversy deferred 

 As sadhus clash
New Delhi, May 31 (PTI): 

The Centre is exploring
possibilities of setting up
night landing facilities for
helicopters in some of the
Naxal-affected areas in
Jharkhand for speedy de-
ployment of security
forces and their evacua-
tion, officials said.

Jharkhand is one of the
Naxal-affected states along
with Chhattisgarh and a
large number of central
security personnel were
deployed along with the
state police.

Union Home Ministry
officials recently held a
consultative meeting on
opening new forward op-
erating bases and camps
under assistance to cen-
tral agencies for Left Wing
Extremism Management
(ACALWEM) scheme, offi-
cials said. Subsequently

another meeting was held
with the representatives of
the Jharkhand govern-
ment where the possibility
of setting up night landing
facilities for helicopters
were discussed.

The night landing facili-
ties for helicopters will
help the authorities in
speedy deployment of
forces and evacuations in
case of emergency situa-
tions, officials said.

The Home ministry also
held two review meetings
with District Magistrates
to review the progress of
Special Central Assistance
(SCA) Scheme in LWE af-
fected areas, they said.

Last year, Jharkhand
Chief Minister Hemant
Soren had said the pres-
ence of hardcore extrem-
ists in the state was limit-
ed to only four regions of
the state.

Govt scouts for night landing
facilities for choppers 

In Naxal-hit Jharkhand

New Delhi, May 31 (PTI):

The Delhi High Court
was informed on Tuesday
that the Amarnathji
Shrine Board has decided
to do sale of tickets of heli-
copter services from
Jammu and Kashmir on-
line for the yatra. A bench
of Acting Chief Justice
Vipin Sanghi and Justice
Sachin Datta disposed of a
plea seeking direction to
the board to adopt online
system for booking and
sale of tickets of helicopter
services from Jammu and
Kashmir, especially for old,
ailing and disabled pil-
grims, for the yatra. The
bench disposed of the plea
after the petitioner organi-
sation Indian Council of
Legal Aid’s general secre-
tary and advocate R K
Saini submitted that it has
no grievance with the sys-

tem put in place and now
nothing survives in the pe-
tition. The board’s submis-
sion was made in a counter
affidavit filed in pursuance
to the high court’s May 23
order when notice was is-
sued on the petition. The
petition had submitted that
the refusal of Centre and
the shrine board to intro-
duce the online system for
booking and sale of all tick-
ets of helicopter services
from Jammu and Srinagar
for Amarnath yatra, is re-
sulting into hoarding and
black marketing of tickets
leading to the misery for
thousands of genuine and
needy pilgrims. It had
termed it as wholly arbi-
trary, discriminatory, irra-
tional, unwarranted and
unjust, and against public

interest. The petition,
through lawyer Avadh
Kaushik, said that accord-
ing to a news report, it is
the priority of the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment that the pilgrims
coming for the Amarnath
yatra should have hassle
free darshan and they
should not face any prob-
lems. “But surprisingly, the
problem of not being able
to obtain helicopter tickets
for Baba Amarnath Yatra,
by the old and ailing and
disable pilgrims on ac-
count of the black market-
ing of tickets by the autho-
rised agents in collusion
with the local hoteliers
which already stood high-
lighted /exposed by the
local newspapers and
about which a representa-
tion already stood made by
a public representative...,”
the plea said.

Amarnath shrine board to go for
online booking of chopper service 

 For yatra

BJP announces
22 candidates for

RS polls
NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  The BJP has
announced 22 candidates for
the Rajya Sabha polls and the
party has decided to support
one Independent candidate
each from Rajasthan and
Haryana. Though the party’s list
of Rajya Sabha candidates
includes the names of Union
ministers Piyush Goyal, Nirmala
Sitharaman, some other promi-
nent names such as that of min-
ister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi, and
senior leaders Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe and OP Mathur
were missing. Senior BJP leader
and former cabinet minister
Prakash Javadekar’s name was
earlier wrongly mentioned
among those missing from the
list. His current Rajya Sabha
tenure is till 2024. The BJP has
fielded eight candidates from
Uttar Pradesh, three each from
Maharashtra and Karnataka,
and two from Bihar and Madhya
Pradesh, and one each from
Rajasthan, Uttarakhand,
Rajasthan and Haryana.


