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Booked
MMuummbbaaii:: Mumbai police
have registered a case
against BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma for allegedly
making objectionable
remarks against Prophet
Muhammad during a televi-
sion news debate, an offi-
cial said on Sunday. The
case against her was regis-
tered at Pydhonie police
station in south Mumbai on
Saturday night on the basis
of a complaint lodged by
Irfan Sheikh, joint secre-
tary of Raza Academy, a
Muslim outfit, he said.

Encounter 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: An encounter
broke out between secu-
rity forces and militants
in Pulwama district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Sunday, police said.
Based on a specific input
about the presence of
militants in the Gundipora
area of Pulwama in south
Kashmir, security forces
launched a cordon and
search operation there, a
police official said.

Resume 
KKoollkkaattaa:: assenger train
services between India
and Bangladesh resumed
on Sunday after an over
two-year gap owing to
the pandemic with the
flagging off of Bandhan
Express from Kolkata sta-
tion on way to Khulna in
the neighbouring country,
an Eastern Railway (ER)
official said here.

Mishap
MMuummbbaaii:: A 23-year-old
man died and his sister
was seriously injured
after they were hit by a
speeding car allegedly
driven by a person in a
heavily inebriated state in
the early hours of
Sunday, a Mumbai police
official said. 

Suicide
FFaatteehhppuurr:: An unmarried
couple, upset over their
family's resistance to their
marriage, allegedly
hanged themselves to
death in the house of one
of their relatives, police
said on Sunday. The two
were found hanging
together with the same
piece of cloth inside a
room in the house of the
boy's uncle in a village
under the Lalauli police
station area of the district
on late Saturday evening,
SHO Alok Kumar said.

RI 
TThhaannee:: A court here in
Maharashtra has sen-
tenced a man to 10 years'
rigorous imprisonment
for raping a woman in
2014. District Judge
(Kalyan court) S B
Kachre, in an order
passed on May 26, a copy
of which was made avail-
able on Saturday, also
imposed a fine of Rs
4,000 on the accused -
Vijay Divekar.

CC

C E N T R A L
https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

RRaaiippuurr,, Monday, May 30,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

BRIEF

A man rows a makeshift raft as
toxic foam floats in the polluted
Yamuna river, on a hot summer

day, in New Delhi, Sunday.
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New Delhi, May 29: 

A small passenger plane
operated by a private air-
line in Nepal crashed on
Sunday with 22 people on
board, including four
Indians, officials said. The
Tara Air aircraft took off at
9.55 AM from Pokhara, and
lost contact with the control
tower 15 minutes later, ac-
cording to an airline
spokesperson. The crashed
plane was later found at
Kowang village.

"According to the infor-
mation given by the locals,
the Tara Air plane crashed
at the mouth of the Lamche
river under the landslide of
Manapathi Himal. Nepal
Army is moving towards
the site from the ground
and air route," Army
spokesperson Narayan
Silwal was quoted as saying
by ANI.

Apart from the four

Indian nationals (who are
from Mumbai), two
Germans and 13 Nepali pas-
sengers were on board the
Twin Otter 9N-AET plane, a
spokesperson at the airlines

said. The airline issued the
list of passengers which
identified four Indians as
Ashok Kumar Tripathi,
Dhanush Tripathi, Ritika
Tripathi, and Vaibhawi

Tripathi. The aircraft was
scheduled to land at
Jomsom Airport in the
Western mountainous re-
gion at 10:15 am. The air-
craft lost contact with the

tower from the sky above
Ghorepani on the Pokhara-
Jomsom air route, aviation
sources said.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

The BJP on Sunday
announced 16 candidates for
the June 10 Rajya Sabha
polls, fielding Union ministers
Piyush Goyal and Nirmala
Sitharaman from
Maharashtra and Karnataka
respectively.
Of the 16 candidates, six are
from Uttar Pradesh. The
party has fielded two women
-- Darshana Singh and
Sangeeta Yadav -- from the
state. The party announced
the names of two candidates
each from Karnataka,
Maharashtra and Bihar and
one candidate each from
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand and Haryana.

The name of BJP general sec-
retary Dushyant Gautam, who
was a Rajya Sabha member
from Haryana, was missing
from the first list of candi-
dates.
The party has given ticket to
former MLA Krishan Lal
Panwar from Haryana.
Kavita Patidar will be the
party's nominee from Madhya
Pradesh, Ghanshyam Tiwari
from Rajasthan and Kalpana
Saini from Uttarakhand.
From Bihar, the party has
fielded Satish Chandra Dubey
and Shambhu Sharan Patel.
Anil Sukhdevrao Bonde has
been nominated from
Maharashtra and Jaggesh
from Karnataka, according to
a BJP release.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

Noting that the
number of unicorns in
India has reached the 100-
mark this month, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday said that even
in the phase of the Covid
pandemic, Indian startups
have been creating wealth
and value with entrepre-
neurs emerging from
smaller cities and towns as
well.

In his monthly 'Mann ki
Baat' radio broadcast, the
prime minister said that
on the fifth of this month
the number of unicorns in
India reached the 100-
mark. "The total valuation
of these unicorns is more
than USD 330 billion, that
is, more than 25 lakh crore
rupees. Certainly, this is a

matter of pride for every
Indian," he said. "You will
also be surprised to know
that out of our total uni-
corns, 44 came up last year.
Not only that, 14 more uni-
corns were formed anew
in 3-4 months this year.
This means that even in
this phase of the global
pandemic, our startups
have been creating wealth
and value," he said.

Modi also pointed out
that the average annual
growth rate of Indian uni-
corns is more than those
of the USA, UK and many
other countries.

Analysts also say that in
the coming years there
will be a sharp spike in
these numbers, he added.

Noting that the uni-
corns are diversifying,
Modi said they are operat-
ing in many fields like E-
commerce, Fin-Tech, Ed-
Tech and Bio-Tech.

"Another thing which I
consider more important
is that the world of start-
ups is reflecting the spirit
of New India. Today,
India's startup ecosystem
is not limited to just big
cities; entrepreneurs are
emerging from smaller
cities and towns as well.

This shows that in India,
the one who has an inno-
vative idea, can create
wealth," he said.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

Even though the govern-
ment's flagship Jal Jeevan
Mission has on an average
covered 50 per cent rural
households in the country,
Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan
and Jharkhand continue to
have below 25 per cent cov-
erage of functional tap
water connection.

Uttar Pradesh has the
lowest coverage at 13.75 per
cent, followed by
Jharkhand at 20.01 per cent,
Chhattisgarh 23.26 per cent
and Rajasthan at 24.58 per
cent, according to official
data. The government's
flagship initiative aims to
provide safe and adequate
drinking water through in-
dividual household tap con-

nections by 2024 to all
households in rural India.
Of the 19.13 crore rural
households in the country,
9.59 crore of them have ac-
cess to functional tap water
connections.

Goa, Telangana,
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Daman and Diu,
Puducherry and Haryana
have already achieved 100
per cent household water
connections, while Punjab,
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh
and Bihar have covered
more than 90 per cent
households and are pro-
gressing fast towards at-
taining the status of 'Har
Ghar Jal', according to offi-
cial data. On Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan
and Jharkhand, a senior of-
ficial said it was a matter of
concern and the Centre was
working with states to re-
solve the issues.

New Delhi, May 29:

Sidhu Moosewala,
Congress leader and
Punjabi singer, was shot
dead in Mansa district on
Sunday, a day after the
state government with-
drew his security cover.
Two other people were in-
jured in the firing. The in-
cident took place a day
after Punjab withdrew the
security of 424 people, in-
cluding  Moose Wala.

Shubhdeep Singh Sidhu
was popularly known by
his stage name Sidhu
Moose Wala. The attack
took place when  Moose
Wala and two of his
friends were driving to
their village Mansa in
Punjab. Moosewala's SUV
was sprayed with bullets
and he was found slumped
on his seat and bleeding

heavily. He was rushed to a
hospital where doctors de-
clared him brought dead.

The singer had joined
Congress in December last
year. In the 2022 Punjab
Assembly elections, Sidhu
Moose Wala had contested
from Mansa on a Congress
ticket. He was defeated by
Aam Aadmi Party's Dr
Vijay Singla.

Expressing anger and
shock over the attack, sev-

eral Congress leaders indi-
cated that Moosewala had
succumbed to his injuries
but there was no official
word on his condition.

"Shocking to hear about
death of #sidhumoose-
wala in a shootout-not
sharing the videos re-
ceived via WhatsApp due
to sensitivity but shot at
many times," Congress
national spokesperson
Jaiveer Shergill tweeted.

Shubhdeep Singh
Sidhu, known as Sidhu
Moosewala, was among
424 people whose security
was withdrawn by the
Punjab Police on
Saturday. The others in-
cluded former MLAs, two
Jathedars of Takht
Damdama Sahib and
Takht Kesgarh Sahib,
heads of Deras and serv-
ing and retired policemen.

Ahmedabad, May 29 (PTI):

The Department of
Posts has for the first time
delivered mail using a
drone as part of a pilot
project in Gujarat's Kutch
district, covering a dis-
tance of 46 km in 25 min-
utes, officials said on
Sunday.

The mail was sent by the
drone from Habay village
in Bhuj taluka to Ner vil-
lage in Bhachau taluka of
Kutch district by the
postal department under
the guidance of the Union
Ministry of
Communications, a re-
lease issued by the Press
Information Bureau (PIB)

in Ahmedabad said. "With
the success of this pilot
project, it will now be pos-
sible to make postal deliv-
eries by drone in future," it
said.

"Keeping pace with
modern technology, the
Indian Postal Department
has successfully tested for
the first time in the coun-
try's postal history a pilot
project to deliver mail
with the help of drone
technology in Kutch dis-
trict of Gujarat," the PIB
said.

As per the release, it
took 25 minutes for the
parcel to reach the destina-
tion located 46 km from
the originating point.

Motihari, May 29: 

A rare medical case has
come to light in Bihar's
Motihari, where a foetus
was found inside the stom-
ach of a 40-day-old infant.

Recently, a 40-day-old
baby was brought to the
Rahmania Medical Center
in Motihari for treatment.
The doctor was told that
the child felt bloated. Due
to the bloating, the baby
was not able to urinate
properly. To investigate
further, the doctor got the
child examined.

To find out the reason
for the bloating of the
stomach and the stoppage

of urine, Dr Tabrez Aziz of
Rahmania Medical Center
prescribed a computed to-
mography(CT) scan for
the patient. But the results
of the test left everyone in
shock when the doctors
found that a foetus had de-
veloped inside the infant's
stomach. Speaking to ANI
about this rare phenome-
non, Dr Tabrez Aziz said
that in medical terminolo-
gy, the case is called
'Foetus in fetu' or the pres-
ence of a foetus in the
stomach of the child.

He said that this is a
rare case that happens
only occurs in one out of
five lakh patients.

Jammu, May 29 (PTI): 

A Pakistani drone, car-
rying seven magnetic
bombs and as many UBGL
grenades, was shot down in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Kathua district on Sunday
shortly after it crossed into
the Indian side from across
the International Border, a
senior police officer said.

The incident occurred
ahead of the annual pil-
grimage to the Amarnath
cave shrine in south
Kashmir Himalayas for
which security has been
tightened. A police search
party picked up the move-

ment of the drone at the
border in Talli Hariya
Chak area in the morning
and fired at it, Additional
Director General of Police

(ADGP), Jammu, Mukesh
Singh said.

He said the drone was
brought down after being
hit by the ground fire.

Kochi, May 29 (PTI): 

Gujarat inde-
pendent MLA
Jignesh
Mevani has
expressed
hope that the
Congress may
not project
anyone as its
Chief
Ministerial can-
didate in the upcoming Assembly
polls in the Western state and a
"collective leadership" would be
taking on the ruling BJP. The Dalit
leader, who is closely working
with the Congress although he did
not join the party officially, said
the party should elect the face
emerging from the people's
movement to head the govern-
ment if it wins the elections.

Talking to PTI, Mevani, who was

here campaigning for Congress

candidate contesting the bypoll in

Thrikkakara Assembly constituen-

cy, however, said he was not in

the race for the top post.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

A lower pre-monsoon coal stock

at thermal power plants in India

is suggestive of another power

crisis in July-August, independ-

ent research organisation CREA

has said. The current coal stock

stands at 13.5 million tonnes at

pithead power stations and 20.7

MT cumulatively at all power

plants across the country.

"The data compiled from official

sources suggest that the coal

power plants are in no position

to address even a minor spike in

the power demand and there is

a need to plan for coal trans-

portation well in advance,"

Centre for Research on Energy

and Clean Air's (CREA) latest

report 'Failure to load: India's

power crisis is a coal manage-

ment crisis'.

Nepal plane with 22 on board crashes 
̈ Including 4 Indians

A team of climbers prepare to leave for rescue operations from the Tribhuvan International Airport
in Kathmandu, Nepal, Sunday.

The plane with 22 people on
board - four of them Indians -
that crashed in Nepal on
Sunday was tracked down
using the GPS location of the
pilot's phone, according to
local media reports quoting
airport authorities.
The plane was being flown by
Captain Prabhakar Ghimire.
"The cell phone of Captain
Ghimire of the missing air-
craft has been ringing and
Nepal Army's helicopter has
landed in the possible acci-
dent area after tracking the
captain's phone from Nepal
Telecom," Prem Nath Thakur,
general manager of
Kathmandu's Tribhuvan
International Airport, was
quoted as saying by Nepal's
MyRepublica news portal.

Pilot’s phone helped
track down plane 

Rajya Sabha polls

BJP fields Piyush Goyal from
Maha, Sitharaman from K’taka
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T ‘Indian startups created value,
wealth even during pandemic’

Noting that India is a rich
treasure house of lan-
guages, scripts and dialects,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the
country's diversity
"strengthens us and keeps
us united".
In his monthly 'Mann ki
Baat' radio broadcast, he
stressed on the diversity of
languages and cited the
example of Kalpana, a
native of Uttarakhand, who
scored 92 marks in Kannada
in the class 10th examina-
tion in Karnataka.

‘Diversity strengthens
us, keeps us united’

GUJARAT POLLS

‘Not in race
for CM post’

Jignesh Mevani

Ch’garh falls back in 
‘Jal Jeevan Mission’ target
̈ Less than 25 pc

households covered 

BEATING THE HEAT

Children eat ice cream on a hot summer day, in New Delhi, Sunday. 

Low-Coal Stock 

‘Power crisis
in July-Aug’

Punjabi singer Sidhu Moosewala shot dead

RARE MEDICAL CONDITION

Foetus found growing
inside 40-day-old baby

1st TIME IN INDIA

India Post delivers mail using
drone under pilot project

MAJOR SUCCESS

Pak drone, carrying magnetic
bombs, grenades, shot down

A Pakistani drone that was shot down by police near the international
border, in Kathua district, Sunday.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 29: Summer
camps are being organized
in the city under the
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation's initiative
"Khelbo Jeetbo au Garhbo
Nava Chhattisgarh''. The
summer camps are being
conducted in various
sports grounds of the
BMC area. These camps
are witnessing enthusias-
tic participation of youth
and kids. On the initiative
of Mayor Neeraj Pal, sum-
mer camps have been or-
ganized to promote sports
among the children and
youth of the city. Under
this programme, 30 sports
grounds have been select-

ed by the Sports and Youth
Welfare Department of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation, where train-
ing of about 11 types of
sports is being provided by
the coaches. With the com-
mencement of the sum-
mer camp, the sports
grounds get filled with en-
thusiasm since morning.
To make the summer vaca-
tion fun, the youth and
children are out in the
ground from six in the
morning and are display-

ing their sports talents
under the guidance of the
coach. In Adarsh Udyan,
Sector 05, from 5:30 am on-
wards, children and adults
are practicing Zumba to
the tune of music. The
sport continues to be a
craze among children,
youth and women for fit-
ness. Various types of
sports grounds including
Lawn Tennis, Cricket,
Table Tennis, Boxing,
Football, Volleyball,
Basketball, Karate,

Kabaddi, etc have been
prepared by the Bhilai
Municipal Corporation ad-
ministration for different
sports. Holidays are going
on in the schools and col-
leges. This is a good oppor-
tunity to promote sports
activities, so that the play-
ers can get a chance to
hone their sports talents
in the sports facilities
built in the BMC area.
Common citizens can also
enjoying the sports and
recreational activities.

With the intention of pro-
moting sports activities
and giving a better plat-
form to the players, sum-
mer camps are being or-
ganized in the BMC limits
with the objective of
Khelbo Jeetbo au Gadbo
Nava Bhilai. Through this
initiative, the children and
youth of Bhilai will be
able to establish their
identity in the field of
sports. Aditya Singh, in-
charge of the Sports and
Youth Welfare

Department, is encourag-
ing the players by visiting
the grounds every morn-
ing. Summer camps are
being organised at Smriti
Nagar Lawn Tennis
Ground, Housing Board
Cricket Stadium, Jawahar
Nagar Housing Board
Sports Complex, Shanti
Nagar Football Ground,
Housing Board Cricket
Stadium, Jawahar Nagar
Housing Board Sports
Complex, Shanti Nagar
Football Ground, Shanti

Nagar Football Ground,
Sector 02 Central Avenue
Road , Shriram Chowk
Ground, Pt Deendayal
Stadium, Ward 48 Behind
Pump House BSP School,
Football Ground in Street
26 of Sector 05, Badminton
Court near Water Tank in
Sector 05, Badminton
Court on SPA in Sector 05,
Badminton Court on
Street 33 of Sector 05,
Pickle Ball Ground on
Street 33-34 in Sector 05,
Cricket Practice Pitch on
Street 30 of Sector 05,
Basketball Practice Pitch
in Sector 05 opposite Dome
Shed, Cross Street 4
Badminton Court in
Sector 05; Satsang Bhawan
near Badminton Court
Sector 07, Badminton
Court Sector 07, Aamdi
Nagar Vidya Niketan,
Badminton Court located

near Pari garden in
Hudco; Near Bengali
Durga Manch in Sector 7,
Badminton Court in
Sector 07, New Badminton
Court on Street 34 in
Sector 4, South Avenue
Park Badminton Court in
Sector 05.

Krishna Malik
BBhhiillaaii::  Arjun
Nagar (Ward
29) resident
Krishna Malik
left for heav-
enly abode at
the age of 39
years on

Sunday. Last rites of the mortal
remains were performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham. He was
the elder brother of journalist
and New Press Club of Bhilai
Nagar Secretary Santosh Malik. 

OBITUARY
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BMC organising summer camps for 11 games in 30 grounds

SAIL launches ‘SAIL 
Swarna Jayanti story writing

competition 2022’
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 29: Steel
Authority of India
Limited (SAIL), formed on
24th January, 1973, is cele-
brating its 50th year of in-
corporation. Mirroring
the spirit of the occasion
and as part of the various
activities planned to com-
memorate SAIL Swarna
Jayanti, the company has
launched a story writing
competition.

The theme of this bilin-
gual competition is 'SAIL's
contribution in Nation
building in the last five
decades'. This open to all
competition aims to en-
courage the participants
to showcase their creativi-
ty and writing skills. It is
an opportunity to write a

story on SAIL's role in na-
tion building and society
in the last five decades.
The details of the competi-
tion are available on the
company's social media
handles and its website
www.sail.co.in.

The last date of receiv-
ing entries for the competi-
tion via email is 25th
August, 2022 while the hard
copies will be accepted till
31st August, 2022. Every
entry has to be submitted
through both email at sail-
story2022@gmail.com and
post (hard copy).

The winners will be an-
nounced on SAIL's above-
mentioned website and its
various social media plat-
forms and will be awarded
with certificates and at-
tractive prizes.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 29: To experi-
ence divine love, one must
have equality in words,
thoughts, determination
and deeds. Love is a very
small word but it has a
very deep meaning. One
must bring equality in
thoughts and action to
carry on the divine love,
said Brahmakumari Asha
Didi (Head of
Brahmakumaris Centre in
Bhilai) while inaugurat-
ing the "Mamma Sam
Bane Tapasvi" pro-
gramme at
Brahmakumaris Centre in
Sector 7 on Sunday.

In the memory of
Mateshwari Jagtamba, the
first chief administrator

of Brahmakumaris,
"Mamma Sam Bane
Tapasvi" Yoga Penance
June Month is being or-
ganised at
Brahmakumaris Centres
across the Indore Zone.

She said that Tapasya is
not a separate life, but our
life should be an ascetic
life. There should be
penance in every action.
Mateshwari ji taught oth-
ers to live the same ascetic

life by living the same.
With this theme, Mamma
Sam Bane Tapasvi yoga
penance program was
launched in the entire
Indore zone. This pro-
gramme will be conducted
in the entire month of
June. In the first week, the
participants will practice
the power of concentra-
tion. In the second week,
they will realise the power
of fearlessness.

In the third week, they
will experience the power
of purity while all the
Brahma Vats will practice
the power of spirituality
in the fourth week. They
will remain in complete si-
lence for one day in a week
with perseverance, avoid-
ing unnecessary talks, and
giving attention to
thoughts. They will min-
imise the use of mobile
and social media during

this period.
At the outset, the

Brahmakumari sisters of
all the service centers lo-
cated in Bhilai formally
inaugurated the yoga pro-
gram by lighting the
lamps. While addressing
the morning session of
Rajyoga, Asha Didi said
that the organs of action
should be under your con-
trol as an employee. She
questioned whether the

Karmendriyas follow your
orders or you follow their
orders. They should be
obedient and faithful to
your orders.

Become a state officer
and hold the court of the
employees (sense organs)
every day, otherwise the
habits of wrong deeds be-
come firm and it takes a
lot of time and effort to
change the old sanskars.
That's why, keep checking
it again and again and
change the old sanskars.

Rajyogi means to act by
becoming the king of the
senses. The five elements
of nature obey the orders
of Rajyogi and do not
harm because our body is
also made of five elements,
she said.
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Bhilai, May 29: The PG
Department of Commerce
under the aegis of depart-
mental Association
Commzenith, ED Cell and
Institutional Innovation
Council Association, in
collaboration with our
MoU Partners Rungta
College of Engineering
and Technology, Bhilai
and Smt Radhadevi
Goenka College for
Women, Akola,
Maharashtra organized a
webinar on the topic
"Incubation and Start ups
in Higher Education" on
May 27, 2022. Dr Manoj
Varghese, Dean IIC, RCET
Bhilai and Varun
Agrawal, Owner of Varun
Industries, Akola,
Maharashtra were the re-
source persons on the oc-

casion. Dr Manoj
Varghese stressed
on How to build a
successful Startup.
He emphasized on
the potential key
factors that help to
set a start-up avoid-
ing which an indi-
vidual might not
successfully exe-
cute the business
idea. On the other
hand Varun
Agrawal, the sec-
ond resource per-
son, dealt with the
practical need and
importance of Incubators
and Accelerators in incu-
bating the business idea
and then expanding its po-
tential into a medium or
large scale enterprise. He
shared his personal expe-
riences with the partici-
pants. Principal of St

Thomas College Bhilai Dr
MG Roymon said that en-
trepreneurship and start-
ups is the need of tthe
hour and is required for
economic development.
The participants from
both the colleges included
the faculties and the stu-

dents. 127 participants reg-
istered and attended the
program. Dr Rupa Gupta
Asst Prof, Department of
Commerce, Smt
Radhadevi Goenka
College for women Akola
welcomed the
Participants. Dr Shubha

Diwan, Asst Prof
B i o t e c h n o l o g y
Department and Convenor
of ED Cell proposed the
Vote of thanks. Dr Prateek
Sharma, Asst Prof,
Department of
Commerce, St Thomas
College Bhilai conducted
the program. Dr Sapna
Sharma, Head
Department of
Commerce, St Thomas
College and Dr Ambadas B
Pandey, Head, Department
of Commerce, Smt
Radhadevi Goenka
College for Women Akola
Maharashtra congratulat-
ed the departments of
both the colleges for the
conduct of this program.
The students opined that
the session was fruitful for
them and would like to at-
tend such types of ses-
sions in future.

Illegal occupants evicted
from over 300 houses

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 29: The
Enforcement Squad of the
Town Administration
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant is continuously
taking action against the
illegal occupants in Bhilai
Township. Continuous ac-
tion is being taken against
the land mafia and illegal
occupants. In the past, the
enforcement squad had
evicted 300 illegal occu-
pants from BSP quarters
in the township.

On Saturday, one house
of Sector-2 and five houses
of Risali sector were va-

cated from illegal occu-
pants and handed over to
the allottees and mainte-
nance office. These houses
have been sealed. So far,
300 houses of the township
have been vacated from il-
legal occupants under a
special campaign. Soon,
the special campaign will
be conducted against ille-
gal occupants in Sector-6,
4, 2 and 5. So far, 100 hous-
es have been vacated by
Operation Naseeb in
Risali.

Six acres of valuable
land have been freed from
illegal occupation by the
land mafia. The market
value of these BSP lands is
more than Rs 100 crore. 116
decrees passed from the
Estate Court were execut-
ed against them. So far,
four FIRs have been regis-
tered by the management
against the brokers and

land mafia in different po-
lice stations.

Continuous action will
be taken against the land
mafia and illegal occu-
piers. The enforcement de-
partment of Bhilai Steel
Plant has appealed to the
citizens to immediately in-
form the department
about the brokers settling
illegal occupiers, illegal
occupants residing in
their neighbourhood, etc.
The citizens are being
urged to inform the Police
and share the information
with the Enforcement
Department regarding
such illegal occupants.
The department has in-
structed the illegal occu-
pants to vacate the houses
voluntarily and not con-
duct any kind of transac-
tion / rent with the bro-
kers to avoid legal trouble
in future.

Summer camp organised 
in village Mahmara

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 29: With the
joint efforts of Language
and Learning
Foundation and
Education Department, a
summer camp pro-
gramme is being con-
ducted in the primary
schools of the district.
One such summer camp
was organized in village
Mahmara.

Primary and second-
ary school children, par-
ents and community
members participated.
Its main objective is to
enhance the level of de-
velopment of children
through playful learning,
fun and repetition of the
knowledge learned in
school.

During this camp, poet-
ry, story telling, story
reading, painting and
work learned in school
were repeated with the

children. During the
summer camp, Sarpanch
of village Mahmara,
Shiv Nishad and
Jhumuk narrated stories
to the children. On this
occasion, District

Coordinator of Neev
Program Hemant Sahu,
Block Coordinator
Pradeep Sharma, Vijay
Aditya, Jageshwar and
Shiksha Sarthi Jhumuk
were present.

Encroachment removed from
Supela - Gada Square Road

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 29: Nehru
Nagar Zone No 01 team car-
ried out anti-encroachment
drive on Gada Square to
Supela Square road the
other day. The team of rev-
enue and sanitation work-
ers demolished the ramps,
platforms, etc made from
concrete on the drains.
These illegal structures

were constructed by the
shopkeepers on the road
side over the storm water
drains. The team freed the
roadside drains from en-
croachments to ensure
proper drainage of storm
water during rainy season.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the BMC
Administration had served
notices to the shopkeepers
instructing them to remove

the encroachments from
the drains but they did not
remove the encroachments
even after repeated re-
minders.

Most of the shopkeepers
and businessmen had
blocked the drains by put-
ting debris in it and had
constructed slabs and lad-
ders etc on it. Many of
them had spread the
saleable goods on the road

due to which the sanitation
staff were unable to clean
the drains.

Denizens face great trou-
ble during rains as the
drains were blocked and
the roads get water logged
in absence of an effective
drainage system. In view of
all these circumstances, ac-
tion was taken against the
encroachment on the
drain.

It needs to be mentioned
here that Bhilai Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Prakash Surve has given in-
structions to the officers to
clean the drain by removing
the encroachment, so that
the proper drainage of
water could be ensured.

A large number of citi-
zens visit these markets to
buy goods. The shopkeep-
ers had encroached the
drains from Supela Gada
Chowk towards Ghari
Chowk. Taking the prob-
lem seriously, action was
taken by the enforcement
squad led by Assistant
Revenue Officer
Parmeshwar Chandrakar.

The team got the drains
cleaned by removing the
encroachments. Employees
of Revenue and Health
Department including
Zone 1 Health Officer Ankit
Saxena were present.

p BSP conducts 
eviction drive
against land mafia
and illegal occu-
pants

Webinar conducted on Incubation and 
Start-ups in Higher Education

‘Mamma Sum Bane Tapasvi’ yoga program
inaugurated at Brahmakumaris

Khelbo Jeetbo au
Garhbo Nava Bhilai
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‘VATSAVITRI PUJA’

Women performed rituals on occasion of ‘Vat-savitri’ seeking blessings for long life of
their better half.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29:
The PCC Chief Mohan
Markam has come back
from Delhi after holding
consultation with the
party High Command over
fianlisation of names for
the two Rajya Sabha candi-
dates from Congress for
the election due on June
10. It is learnt that PCC
Chief has come back with
the B-form of RS candi-
dates from DSelhi.

There are reports that
the name of Tulsi Sahu for
one of the RS seat from
Chhattisgarh has come

forward and the other
name is that of an out-
sider and it is just the for-
mal declaration which is
pending now. It is worth-
while to mention here that
Tulsi Sahu is District pres-
ident from Durg and
comes from OBC category
and is an advocate by pro-
fession.

Speaking to media per-
sons at the Airport,

Mohan Markam said that
the fate of the two Rajya
Sabha (RS) candidate from
Chhattisgarh from
Congress has been sealed
in the envelope and added
that he held meeting with
AICC President Sonia
Gandhi in Delhi and later
the names were finalized
for RS candidates.

Speaking further
Mohan Markam ques-
tioned as to why BJP is not
coming forward with
Raman Singh’s works for
last 15  yrs in the state?
Congress contest any elec-
tions under leadership of
national leaders, whereas
the local elections are
fought on the basis of local
party leaders only. So it is
the BJP who should both-
er about the leaders of its
party first, he added.

Cong contests local elections on
basis of local leaders: Markam

Returns with ‘B’ form
of two RS candidates
from Delhi

Raipur, May 29: In a
major road accident, a
recklessly driven
Mahindra DI vehicle run
over three on Activa at
Umaria village near
Mandir Hasoud on Raipur-
Mahasamund highway
here on Sunday. In this the
person driving Activa –
Mayank had died on the
spot and other two got seri-

ously injured.
As per information in

this regard, the high-speed
Mahindra DI vehicle was
coming from opposite di-
rection and it hit the three
on Activa from other side.
Mayank died on the spot
and two others viz. Salina
Sheikh and Rohan Patel got
seriously injured.

Mandir Hasoud Police
station was informed about
the accident by the passer-
bys and they reached the
site and sent the body of
two to nearby hospital and
taking further action.

One dies, two others
seriously injured

As Mahindra DI
vehicle hits three 
on Activa 

Raipur, May 29: Chief
Minister  Bhupesh Baghel
addressing a press confer-
ence in Tatamari said that
now there is rise in in-
come of the people. Earlier
the people used to avoid
going to banks and now in
all Vidhan Sabhas of
Bastar region the demand
for banking transactions
has increased and rush in
banks too has gone  up.
There is more of trend of
the people toward agricul-
ture and now demand for
electricity too has gone up,
he added.

Speaking on the occa-
sion CM Baghel said that
the demand for opening of
more of Swamy
Atmanand Government
English Medium schools
has increased on behalf of
the parents and now the

old closed schools have
been re-opened. There is
demand to run the  schools
in the original villages for
the schools on the main
road. With start of institu-
tions like DANEX, the de-
mand for employment has
increased.

Bastar is the land of nat-
ural beauty and there is
regularly increase in de-
mand for tourism in the
region. The work of pro-
tection of state’s rich art &
culture is already going
on. Further CM said that
the demand for correction
of land –settlement has
being made. Bade-Dongar
will be developed as a
tourist centre and College,
bank and others will be
opened in Dhanora.

CM Baghel said that the
need for change in ‘Bastar’
is tremendous and it is
slowly returning to peace.
Earlier the people of the
region used to live in state
of fear and now they are
happy and having lots of

hope. The public represen-
tatives and officers are
working for peace and
more of development
work in the region.
Abhoojhmad is spread  in
around four districts and
procedure of transporta-
tion and conveyance from
Dantewada has started.
The work in Schools,
Anganbadis, health cen-
tres have started. CM said
that many persons have
been allotted ‘pattas’ in
Narayanpur.

Necessary action is
being taken against the de-
fault Chit Fund
Companies and this in-
cludes attachment of their
properties and people are
being repaid the amount
they have invested in such
Companies. Chhattisgarh
is the first state in the
country where repayment
to people after recovery
from the Chit Fund
Companies is being made,
by selling their assets, CM
added.

Ch’garh first state to refund amount of
people from fake Chit Fund Co’s: CM

With rise in income
of people, they are
approaching Banks

Raipur, May 29: Raipur
Police have arrested four
robbers just 24 hours after
they allegedly looted a
farmer. They allegedly in-
tercepted the farmer at a de-
serted road, beat him,
snatched a bag containing
cash from him and ran way.

The incident took place
at Kura village close to
Raipur. Police have arrested
four robbers on Sunday in
this connection. Farmer
Navin Sahu, resident of
Mahasamund works for
paddy harvesting, SP
(Rural) SP Kirtan Rathor
said. Sahu was going to his
home with money he
earned through paddy har-
vesting. In the meantime
two bike riders attacked
him in Kura village.
Robbers had earlier
brought the farmer to a de-
serted place where two
more robbers came and all
of them attacked the
farmer. They then snatched
bag containing cash of 90,
thousand from Navin and

ran away.
As soon as the complaint

was received, the police
started investigation.
Naveen told that the rob-
bers had come on a black
bike. On locating the bike,
the police got information
that this vehicle belonged to
one Ghanshyam Sahu, a
resident of Kura village.
After this, the police caught
Ghanshyam Sahu from his
house and brought him to
the police station.

On interrogation,
Ghanshyam Sahu told that
he carried out this incident

along with his accomplices
Hiru Ram Nagarchi, Punya
Veer Sahu and Khileshwar
Ghritalhare. Subsequently
rest of the youths of the vil-
lage were also arrested by
the police.

Cash of Rs 85000, mobiles
and bikes used in the rob-
bery have also been recov-
ered from them. During in-
terrogation, the robbers
told that seeing the farmer
alone, they surrounded him
in the hope of getting
money. All were about to
leave the village after the
incident, but were caught.

Raipur, May 29: The state
currently has 58.95 lakh co-
rona vaccines, but the pace
of vaccination is going on
at a very slow pace.
According to the informa-
tion received from the
Health Department, there
are 31.65 lakh vaccines of
Covishield and 19.57 lakh
of Covaccine in the state in
stock. At the same time, an
average of 25 thousand
people are being vaccinat-
ed every day. Health de-
partment officials said that
pace of vaccination have
gone down as number of
cases has reduced and
there is fear prevailing at
present among people
about corona. Another rea-
son is the lack of aware-
ness and enthusiasm about
vaccination.

State Immunization
Officer Dr. VR Bhagat in-
formed that as per the in-
structions of the Central
Government, people above

12 years of age are being
given the first and second
doses of vaccine free of
cost in the government
Covid vaccination centers
to prevent corona infec-
tion.

Vigilance doses are also
being administered to
health workers, frontline
workers and people above
60 years of age at these cen-
tres. The state has total
storage of 58,95,120 vac-
cines. This includes 7 lakh
73 thousand 880 vaccines of
Corbevax. The Health
Department has appealed
that those who have not
been vaccinated so far, they
can go to the vaccination
centers and get them vacci-
nated.

Ch’garh has 58.95 lakh vaccines, but
pace of vaccination is very slow!

Police arrest four for allegedly
looting a farmer

Raipur, May 29: “I am ac-
tually ideology agnostic,
I’ve lost interest in ideolo-
gies and I am interested
more in integrity no mat-
ter from the Left or Right”,
stated novelist, poet and
Professor Makarand
Paranjape in the event The
Write Circle organised by
the Ehsaas Women of
Raipur on Saturday
evening.

The Write Circle, is a
boutique event of the
Prabha Khaitan
Foundation. The evening
started with a welcome
note by Aanchal Garcha,
Ehsaas Woman Raipur. In
conversation with
Makarand Paranjpe was
Dr Jayesh Sharma, Sr

Consultant, Surgical
Oncology at Balco Medical
Center. Makarand
Paranjape is a professor of
English at the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU),
New Delhi since 1999. He
was formerly Director of
the Indian Institute of
Advanced Study, Shimla
and is the author editor of
more than 50 books  and
academic papers.

JNU - Nationalism and
India’s Uncivil War was

the book up for discussion
for this event from among
the many books he has
written. The book is not
just his insider account of
the “tukde tukde “phase of
2016 parallel with our na-
tion’s ongoing transforma-
tion since independence
but also a look at the im-
portance of restoring JNU
to its former glory.

Speaking about what it
means to be an Indian
today, he wisely said that

our nationalism should be
robust, capable of defend-
ing itself and open to criti-
cism as opposed to  being
thick and authoratarian
like that of some other
countries. Interestingly
Makarand added that un-
like other civilisations we
are a self centric civilisa-
tion which is to imply that
we are seeking to know the
self.

Makarand had the audi-
ence in splits when asked
to compare his days as a
professor at IIT-Delhi and
JNU. He said IIT-Delhi is
full of engineers who
think with a problem solv-
ing mindset where as at
JNU the mindset tends to
be to invest, embroider
and augment the problem.
The evening ended with a
thank you note by Shrishti
Trivedi, lawyer turned en-
trepreneur/founder of
Project Getout a local com-
munity venture and a fel-
low Ehsaas Woman.

‘Our nationalism should be robust, capable of defending itself’
Novelist, poet and
Professor
Makarand
Paranjape speaks
at ‘The Write Circle’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29: All the
driving licenses and reg-
istration certificates will
be issued in
Chhattisgarh in cards
based on polycarbonate.
The driving licenses and
registration certificates
can be scanned through
QR code on the cards.

The Integrated
Driving License and
Registration Certificate
is to be issued in compli-
ance with the ordinance
issued by the Surface
and Transport
Department (MoRTH) of
the Government of India
in the year 2019, under

which the Transport
D e p a r t m e n t
Chhattisgarh has recent-
ly completed the tender
process and this scheme
has been completed on
17 May. It has been start-
ed at the regional level
from 2022.

Printing of Driving
License and

Registration Certificate
will be done at
“Centralized Card
Printing and Dispatch
Unit” at Pandri Raipur
and will be sent to the
applicants’ home
through India Post
under the Government
of Chhattisgarh’s deter-
mined scheme. Under

this new arrangement
QR Code with
“Polycarbonate Driving
License and Registration
Certificate” will be is-
sued. Polycarbonate
cards are high quality
and long lasting when
laser printed. These
cards will be issued
meeting the standards
set by the Ministry of
Road Transport and
Highways, New Delhi
(MoRTH).

“M.C.T. Cards and
Technology Pvt Ltd” will
carry out the task of
printing the QR code of
new format with poly-
carbonate Driving
License and Registration
Certificate. This compa-
ny is the IT Company of
Manipal Karnataka.

Polycarbonate cards containing QR code
to be issued for driving licence, RC 

p In Chhattisgarh

Raipur, May 29: Several
NGOs in the city came for-
ward to join Raipur
Municipal Corporation in
its mega drive to clean city
on the call of Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar. The mega drive is
a part of effort to make
Raipur as the cleanest city.
NGOs conducted aware-
ness drive in wards adopt-
ed by them, with participa-
tion of ward corporators.

Retired soldiers and
members of NGOs did
‘shramdaan’ along with
Municipal Corporation’s
zone and sanitation team
on Sunday morning. The
common people were also
made aware of door to
door garbage collection,
wet dry waste segregation,
stopping the use of single
used plastic.

NGO Green Army of
Raipur planted saplings in
Amlidih Zone Deopuri
ward of Raipur under this
mega drive. Surakshit
Bhav Foundation and
Sarvajanik Dussehra and
Sanskritik Samiti carried
out cleanliness in Swami
Atmanand Sarovar (pond)
in Chowbey Colony and
Sheetala Talab
Khamhardih under Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose

ward.
Ex-Army Foundation

carried out sanitation at
Morrum Talab Kota
whereas Gayatri Parivar
Jan Sahyog Samiti carried
out cleanliness in Shitala
Mandir Talab Khamtarai
under Vir Shivaji Ward.

Kuchh Farz Hamara Bhi
Foundation carried out
sanitation at Sarjubandh
Talab Tikrapara while
Sahayog Ek Prayash con-

ducted cleanliness in
Apna Talab Amlidih.

Pradesh Muslim
Samajik Kalyan Samiti
and Safalta Ek Prayas
jointly ran a drive to clean
Pandari Pond of Kali Mata
Ward 11 along with the em-
ployees of the Municipal
Corporation Sevatoli or-
ganized a workshop in the
primary school
Chunabhatti of Ward 14
Raman Mandir, to keep
the locality clean by dis-
posing of the garbage
from home. All the NGOs
and social organizations of
the city contributed in
cleaning the city and
cleaned their adopted
wards. All the zone com-
missioners, health staff
were present during the
drive.

Mega drive to make Raipur the cleanest city

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2299::  The fifth con-
vocation ceremony of
Kushabhau Thakre University
of Journalism and Mass
Communication (KTUJMC)
will be held on May 30 at
11:30 am at Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium. The
Chief Guest of the convoca-
tion will be Chancellor and
Governor Ms Anusuiya Uikey
and special guest will be
Minister for Higher and
Technical Education Umesh
Patel, Vice-Chancellor of Shri
Rawatpura Sarkar University
Sant Shri Ravishankar
Maharaj and Mayor Ejaz

Dhebar. In this ceremony,
senior journalist and former
General Secretary Broadcast
Editors’ Association NK Singh
will be the keynote speaker
to address the convocation
ceremony. The ceremony will
be chaired by the Vice-
Chancellor of the University
Prof. Baldev Bhai Sharma. 

On Sunday a full dress
rehearsal of the convocation
was held at Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay auditorium and in
this students of the universi-
ty in large number took part.
During this Vice-Chancellor
of the University Baldev Bhai
Sharma, Registrar Dr Anand
Shankar Bahadur, Kabir
Vikas Sanchar study centre
President Kunal Shukla,
member Vidya Parishad and
the students registered for
the medals, degrees and

merit certificate holders also
took part in the rehearsal. All
the officer and employees of
the Univeristy gave final
touch to the preparations for
the convocation tomorrow.

In the fifth Convocation of
KTUJMC the students qualify-
ing from 2019-20-21 includ-
ing 2 PhD’s; 345 students of
post-graduation and 584 stu-
dents of graduation will be
presented with degrees. Out
of these 29 students will be
presented with gold medals;
29 others to be distributed
with second and third merit
holder position certificate.
For this convocation the
dress-code is ‘kurta’, ‘pyaja-
ma’, ‘turban’, ‘dupatta’ has
been finalised and for woman
‘kosa sari’ and dupatta has
been finalised as the dress-
code.

Full dress rehearsal held at KTUJMC
p For the 5th

Convocation 
ceremony to be held
today

Ghanshyam Sharma
Raipur: Ghanshyam

Shar ma,
R / o
G i rd h a r
B h ava n ,
Opposite
Hanuman
M a n d i r,
S a d a r

Bazar, breathed his
last here on Sunday.
He was 65. The final
rites were held on
S u n d a y .
G h a n s h y a m
Sharma was secre-
tary of Shri Gaud
Brahmin Samaj and
advisor of Regional
Vipra Foundation.
He was father of
Aditya and
Mritunjay Sharma.

OBITUARY
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TRAFFIC CHALLAN

A traffic police challaned the two-wheeler riders not having valid documents here on Sunday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29: An innova-
tive state-wide youth net-
work in Chhattisgarh to pro-
mote child rights and make
village panchayats child-
friendly, has been launched
in Bastar by CG-Panch, a
network of 5,000 sarpanches
in the state. The CG-Punch
network of Sarpanches has
selected 2-3 youth Sangwaris

in each Gram Panchayat,
who will be trained by
UNICEF. Sangwari will as-
sist the sarpanches in mak-
ing the villages child-friend-
ly and organise Bal Sabhas
and Mahila Sabhas. They
will also assist the
Sarpanches in gathering in-
formation, monitoring pro-
grams and conducting re-

view meetings on child-relat-
ed programmes. Welcoming
the initiative of CG-Panch,
Job Zakaria, head of
UNICEF in Chhattisgarh
said, “The initiative will
bring in new ideas and pro-
mote participation of youth,
children and women in
Panchayat development.”

UNICEF social policy ex-

pert Bal Paritosh Das sug-
gested that CG-Punch may
nominate more volunteers
to create a cadre of 25,000
youth volunteers in the
state. About 100 Sarpanch
and Sangwari nominated by
them were present on the oc-
casion of the launch of
Panchayat Sangwari
Network.

‘Panchayat Sangwari’ network
started to promote child rights 
In Gram Panchayats
of Ch’garh

About 100 Sarpanch
and Sangwari nomi-
nated by them were
present on the
occasion of the
launch of
Panchayat
Sangwari Network. Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29: A good
news for 2.5 crore BSNL
subscribers in
Chhattisgarh. BSNL’s 4G
service is going to be
launched here by the end
of the year. As per infor-
mation from officials, 4G
testing has been done in
different areas of
Chhattisgarh. In the first
phase, 4G will be
launched through 300

mobile towers. After
this, gradually the net-
work will be expanded
across the state.
Currently BSNL has 2G-
3G network. After the
launch of 4G, BSNL will
have a direct competi-
tion with private compa-
nies. BSNL’s 4G services
will be based on ‘Make in
India’ technology. It is
expected that customers
will get better data
speed.

Niresh Sharma,
Deputy Director
General, Telecom
Monitoring Cell and
E n f o r c e m e n t
Department said that ac-
cording to the Ministry
of Communications of

the Central Government,
1670 mobile towers will
be installed in every vil-
lage of Chhattisgarh at a
cost of 1500 crores for
mobile network. The tar-
get of this project has
been kept by October-
2023. According to offi-
cials, 14 tribal districts
in the state are Naxal-af-
fected. To provide 4G
service in the villages of
these districts, 971 tow-
ers will be installed at a
cost of 845 crores.

Madhuri Nimje,
General Manager of
Planning Department in
BSNL said that 4G of
BSNL will be completely
based on Make in India.
For this, a national-level
agreement has been
signed with Tata
Consultancy Services
(TCS). 4G equipment
will be installed by the
BSNL management
using Make in India

technology. Very soon
people across the state
are going to get experi-
ence of new technology.
Kush Manhar, general
manager of mobile
branch in BSNL, said
that 4G can be launched
in the state by December-
2022. Gradually the net-
work will be expanded
across the state.

At present there are
2.50 crore mobile sub-
scribers across the state.
Of these, 1.60 are urban
and 90.9 lakh are rural
consumers. According to
the Regional Office of
the Ministry of
Communications, mo-
bile connectivity has
been received in 8507
tribal villages of the
state. Out of these, 3G-4G
mobile connectivity is
available in 8025 villages.
At present 14664 mobile
towers are installed
across the state.

BSNL to launch 4G network in
Chhattisgarh by December

Testing work com-
pleted at different
places of the state

About 2.50 crore
mobile subscribers
across the state. At
present 14664
mobile towers are
installed across the
state.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29: Two
day fashion and lifestyle
exhibition was organized
at Shri Khatu Shyam
Mandir Hall, Samta
Colony. Astha Dave and
Komal Jindal said, in this
exhibition handicraft
items, jewellery, hand-

made items and other at-
tractive items were dis-
played at it attracted
huge response from the
visitors. She added that
many such exhibitions
will be organized in the
future. The exhibition
was inaugurated by
Congress leader Nitin
Bhansali.

Fashion and Lifestyle
Exhibition draws

huge response
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29: Terming
social boycott as inhuman
reputed ophthalmologist
and president of Andhha
Shraddha Nirmoolan
Samiti Dr Dinesh Mishra
mentioned about two news
of social boycott which
have appeared in newspa-
per. The one incident came
to fore from Ratanpur near
Bilaspur where one family
faced social boycott as
one woman of this family
Mina Bai had wore the sari
in a wrong way and for
this mistake of her entire
family was boycotted and
forced to leave the village
and even after paying a
fine of Rs 5000 family is
facing social boycott since
last 17 years. Another
case is of Akoli village of
Durg district where pan-
chayat imposed social boy-
cott on Yogendra Verma
and others for inter-caste
marriage. They were made

to pay fine between Rs
50,000 to Rs 1 lakh, feed
meal to the entire village,
beg alms and face many
other social stigma. Dr
Mishra criticized all these
system of social boycott
and voiced concern of so-
cial boycott which was met
on victims. He demanded
from the government to
make competent laws
against social boycott and
ensure justice for victims
of social boycott.

For how long social boycott
stigma will keep biting

innocent families ?

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29: The vol-
unteers of Esha
Foundation in order to cre-
ate awareness about lower-
ing of quality of soil in the
state, observed ‘Save Soil
Utsav’ at city’s Telibandha
Talab (Marine Drive) here
on Saturday. In this
through LED screen and
creative Rangoli and
posters, the facts related to
fall in the quality of soil
and its content was high-
lighted.

Along with this the
members of Esha
Foundation of city per-
formed dance and songs
and rap related to soil and
brought attention of the
people present. All the peo-
ple present taking the soil
in their hand took a pledge
to save the soil and created
impression of it in their

cloth.
In this programme MLA

Raipur (North) Kuldeep
Juneja was the chief guest
and hailed this particular
initiative of the volunteers
of Esha Foundation and as-
sured to take up this mes-
sage to more and  more
people.

It is notable here that the
founder of Esha
Foundation Sadguru has so
far completed journey of
30000 kms in 26 countries
and is now entering Indian
on the 70th day. This partic-
ular campaign has re-
ceived huge response from

leaders  and general public
all over the country. 7 car-
ribian nations along with
many European countries
have entered into an agree-
ment with the special com-
mittee of Esha  to revive
the fast degrading of soil
and its quality. This special
committee, working as per
the climatic conditions and
agriculture system of that
country, provides neces-
sary consultation to in-
crease the bio-content in
the soil missing and make
the agriculture of farmers
more financially benefi-
cial.

Volunteers of Esha Foundation
observe ‘Save Soil Utsav’

Through shots on
LED screen, Rangoli
and posters

Raipur, May 29: Under
Sankalp Project, District
Skill Development
Authority, Raipur will or-
ganize a placement camp
at Livelihood College Jora
on June 1 at 11 am. Two
private employers-
Arihant Jewelers Sadar
Bazar Raipur and Quess
Corp. Private Limited
Raipur will conduct inter-
view for appointment at
placement camp.

Arihant Jewelers Sadar
Bazar Raipur will conduct
interview for the selection
of 130 posts of Sales
Executive, Sales Assistant,
Telecaller, Receptionist
etc. The qualification for
these posts is graduation
after 12th. The selected
youth will be given salary
ranging from Rs 10,000 to
Rs 25,000 per month de-
pending on the post. Their
work area will be Raipur.

Similarly, Quess Corp
Private Limited, Raipur
will conduct interview to
recruit on 40 posts of Sales

Officer and 40 posts of
Regional Officer. The es-
sential qualification for
these posts is to have
passed graduation exami-
nation in any discipline.
The selected youth will be
given a salary of Rs 12
thousand to Rs 17 thou-
sand per month and their
work area will be entire
Chhattisgarh.

Assistant Director
District Skill Development
Authority Raipur said
that applicants in Raipur
district, with minimum
qualification of 12th or
graduation and are in age
group of 21 years to 35
years may appear for the
interview with original
and attested copies of all
their certificates. Under
the Chief Minister Skill
Development Project or
Prime Minister Skill
Development Project,
skill trained youth will be
given priority in the re-
tail sales associate busi-
ness.

Placement camp at Livelihood
College Jora on June 1

Raipur, May 29: At a pro-
gramme organised in Vigyan
Bhavan New Delhi on May 27 ,
Railway Minister Ashwani
Vaishnav honoured Divisional
Security Commissioner
Raipur Division Sanjay
Kumar Gupta for his 34 years

of glorious and excellent serv-
ice. Gupta was decorated with
Indian Police Service Medal by
the minister. His achievement
has been hailed by DRM
Shyam Sunder Gupta, ADRM
Ashish Mishra and entire RPF
family of Raipur division.

DSC Raipur honoured in RPF
Investiture Ceremony

Startup Cult.Fit opens
its campus in Ch’garh

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2299:: Cult.Fit, the
Bangalore based unicorn
opened its first office in
Chhattisgarh. This is the com-
pany’s first office in the state
and the second largest in India
after its Bangalore campus. In
January this year, Cult.Fit had
acquired Raipur based brands -
OneFitPlus, Urban Terrain, RPM
Fitness and Fitkit. The company
said that together, the acquired
brands will bring with annual
unit sales of 100,000 units.
These brands were founded by
Amit Mathur, Amit Srivastava,
Nisha Sahu and Mohit Mathur,
who now work for Cult.Fit,
Raipur. “We recognize the tal-
ent pool of Chhattisgarh. We
thank the State Government for
encouraging the startup ecosys-
tem that has brought us to
Chhattisgarh. We are commit-
ted to creating new jobs for this
talent pool and we hope this will
have a multiplier effect on the
state economy” said Shamik
Sharma, Head D2C and Digital
Health. Cult.Fit Raipur office
will house employees across
various divisions including
Finance, Product Development,
Operations, Customer Support
and others and is expected to
play a key role in its Ecommerce
business.

Jagdalpur, May 29:
The announcements made
by Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel during the Jan
Chaupal are being prompt-
ly implemented by the con-
cerned district administra-
tion. Chief Minister
Baghel had announced the
approval of Rs. 1.5 lakh for
visually impaired student
Bhanupriya Acharya of
Savra village and her
brother Khalendra during
Jan Chaupal held at
Bakawand on May 26.
Immediate action has been
taken by Bastar Collector
Mr. Rajat Bansal, who visit-
ed the home of these chil-
dren and handed over a
cheque of Rs.1.5 lakh to
them.

During Jan Chuapal of
the ‘Bhent-Mulaqat’ pro-
gramme, a visually im-
paired student Bhanupriya
Acharya told the Chief
Minister that she wants to
study and she is unable to
do so because of her fami-

ly’s poor financial condi-
tion. Her visually impaired
brother Khalendra also ex-
pressed his desire to learn
music. For both,
Bhanupriya demanded a
smartphone and a tape
recorder. Showing affec-
tion toward these blind
children, the Chief
Minister immediately ap-
proved Rs 1.50 lakh to
Bhanupriya-Khalendra’s
father Devendra Acharya

in Bakawand for purchas-
ing smartphones and other
equipment. After the an-
nouncement of the Chief
Minister, the Bastar ad-
ministration showed its
promptness, Collector
Rajat Bansal personally
visited the house of the vi-
sually impaired
Bhanupriya and
Khalendra and handed
over a cheque of Rs 1.50
lakh to them.

Visually impaired brother-sister
gets a cheque of Rs 1.50 lakh

KKoonnddaaggaaoonn,,  MMaayy  2288::  As suggest-
ed by Chief Minister Baghel, the
Farmers of Kondagaon have wel-
comed the innovative initiative
to opt for the cultivation of
Medicinal Aromatic plants. After
receiving Forest Land Rights, the
farmers have planted alternative
cash crops in their forest lands
to try a different approach of
farming rather than just practic-
ing the traditional mode of
paddy farming.  The processing
units for the value addition
process to these aromatic plants
have also been set up in
Gauthans. Earlier, the farmers
who were availing just twenty-
five thousand Rs as profit by cul-

tivating paddy will be able to
earn Rs 75000 by cultivating aro-
matic medicinal crops. The mar-
ketplace for selling the product
has also been marked to make
the selling process easy.

Aromatic crops are being taken
by individual farmers and forest
rights clusters of the district
which has created huge opportu-
nities for economic potential in
the entire region. It is notewor-

thy that Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel launched this initiative
on 20 June 2021. These aromatic
plants have pro-health and pro-
environmental qualities as the
oil extracted from certain plants
is also used to manufacture mos-
quito repellants.

It is noteworthy that as per
the wishes of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel with the aim of
increasing the income of the
marginal and small farmers of
the district, the district adminis-
tration has started the ‘Aromatic
Kondanar’ campaign for the cul-
tivation of aromatic crops in the
district. A field distillation unit
has been established in

Rajagaon to extract the aromatic
oils from these aromatic crops.
This process will help the farm-
ers to get 10 times more profit
than traditional crops. The
extracted aromatic oil is used in
making perfumes, essential oils,
medicinal oils, soaps, liquid
handwash, sanitizers and mos-
quito repellents.

PPrroodduuccttiioonn  CCeennttrree  iittsseellff  aacctteedd
aass  aa  mmaarrkkeettppllaaccee

Harishchandra Koram, a
member of Indira Van Mitan
Group, Managing Committee of
Aromatic Kondanar, said that
after the MoU beetween district
administration and Sunflag
Agrotech, it will be easy to reach

the oil markets of Indonesia,
Europe and US where oils
extracted in Gauthans can be
exported for a significant profit.
He said that now the producers
will not have to search for a
marketplace to sell oil, the
aroma of Aromatic Kondanar
will itself attract the buyers
here.
CCoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  ttoowwaarrddss  mmaallaarriiaa--

ffrreeee  BBaassttaarr  ccaammppaaiiggnn
Aromatic oil extracted from

the aromatic plant is also used in
manufacturing mosquito repel-
lent. This process of oil extrac-
tion will be helpful in the malar-
ia-free Bastar campaign of the
state government. 

Fragrance of Ch’garh’s Aromatic Medicinal Plants to reach Europe and East Asia
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Bhond, May 29:

The District President
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Sanyukt Shikshak Sangh
(CPSSS) Shailendra
Tiwari and colleagues paid
courtesy call on CM
Bhupesh Baghel during
the ‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ pro-
gramme in Bastar VS area
and expressed gratitude in
Gram Bhaisgaon for pass-
ing on the benefit of intro-
duction of old Pension

scheme and passing on the
benefit to 3 lakh govern-
ment officers and employ-
ees in the state. It is no-
table here that the pension
scheme in the state was
lying closed since 2004 and
the government employees
were demanding its imple-
mentation for long. On
sanction of the old pension
scheme, it has brought
smile on the face of all the
employees, CPSSS added.
CM Baghel giving intro-

duction of his sensitivity
and cordial nature towards
the employees, willingly
agreed to take a selfie
when a teacher – District
President Shailendra
Tiwari requested him for a
selfie and himself took the
shot from his mobile.
Known for his simple na-
ture, saw humble nature
and simplicity of CM be-
fore all the teachers and
those present on the occa-
sion.

CM willingly accepts demand
for selfie from a teacher! G o u r e l a - P e n d r a -

Marwahi, May 29:
Approval of action plan of
Rs 18.45 crore for the year
2022-23 in the meeting of
the Governing Council of
District Mineral Fund
(DMF), was done here.
Lok Sabha MP Korba
Jyotsna Mahant, Lok
Sabha MP Bilaspur Arun
Sao and MLA Marwahi
Dr. KK Dhruv, Kota MLA
representative Ganesh
Jaiswal, District
Panchayat President
Bilaspur Arun Singh
Chouhan were present in
the Council meeting.

The Council gave in-
structions to complete
health and drinking
water on top priority and
directed to complete the
construction of all ap-
proved schools, health
centers and Anganwadi
centers at the earliest and
to repair old buildings
and make arrangements
for toilets and drinking
water and expedite the
works of Jal Jeevan
Mission. LS MP Jyotsna
Mahant asked to prepare

a proposal for city scan
and MRI machine for
medical facility in the dis-
trict hospital. In the meet-
ing, Collector Ms. Richa
Prakash Chaudhary gave

information about the
amount received from
contribution in the year
2020-21 and 2021-22 under
the head of District
Mineral Institute Trust,

sector wise completed and
progressing works of ap-
proved works, high priori-
ty and other priority. She
said that in the year 2020-
21 in the trust fund, 14

crore 26 lakh and in the
year 2021-22 Rs 36 crore 21
lakh was received from
the contribution. In these
two financial years, 751
works costing Rs.28 crore
5 lakh were approved, out
of which 315 works are
completed and 436 works
are in progress.

In the meeting,
Superintendent of Police
Mr. Trilok Bansal, Forest
Divisional Officer Mr.
Dinesh Patel, City
Panchayat President
Pendra Mr. Rakesh Jalan,
President Gaurela Ms.
Mamta Paikra, District
President Pendra Mrs.
Asha Maravi, District
President Marwahi Mr.
Pratap Singh Maravi,
Nagar Panchayat
President Mrs. Gangotri
Rathore, , Project Director
DRDA Shri RK Khunte,
Additional Collector Shri
BC Ekka, Joint Collectors
Virendra Singh and
Anandroop Tiwari, in-
cluding many public rep-
resentatives and district
officers of various depart-
ments were present.

DMF governing council approves Rs 18.45 cr

Bhond, May 29:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel under the ‘Bhent-
Mulaquat’ programme in
Bastar Vidhan Sabha area,
made a declaration to up-
grade the DIET Bastar in
Gram Panchayat
Bhaisgaon into BEd
College and this news led
to great deal of happines
and smile on the face of
youth of entire division.

It is notable here that
the youths of the region
have been demanding
upgradation of DIET into
BEd College to local lead-
ers, but it was falling on
deaf ears. This particular
demand of the youth could
not be fulfilled by local
leaders, but by the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

During the ‘Bhent-
Mulaquat’ programme, it
was on initiative by MLA
and Chairman BDA
Lakheshwar Baghel that
CM Bhupesh Baghel made
declaration to upgrade
DIET Bastar into BEd
College and opening the
classes from the next aca-

demic session. This very
announcement led to air of
happiness on the face of
youth. The villagers aware
about importance of edu-
cation also said that the
pace of development and
its importance can be seen
only when the just and
long pending demands are

fulfilled. On upgradation
of DIET Bastar into BEd
College, it would function
as full-fledge educational
institution, the youths
added.

Bastar BTI opened in
1954!

Not only in Bastar, but
being known as the oldest
BTI in Chhattisgarh, the
DIET Bastar was estab-
lished in 1954. After this
under central-sponsored
scheme, the BTI was
named as District Institute
for Education and
Training (DIET) in 1987-88.
It was on 23 Feb 1995 the
orders for recruitment of
employees on deputation
and building was sanc-
tioned and on Feb 2009 the
orders for sanction of the
post was issued.

CM declares to upgrade DIET Bastar into BEd College
Bring smile on face of youth

Bilaspur, May 29: 

In the annual meeting of
Athletics Federation of
India on Saturday in
Chandigarh, St. Xavier’s
Group of Schools
Managing Director Dr G S
Patnaik has been unani-

mously elected as its
National Vice President.
Patnaik presently is presi-
dent of Odisha State
Athletics Federation and
is also successfully run-
ning 65 schools. He is al-
ways promoting sports
and players. School CEO
Mukesh Saraf and others
have joined together in
congratulating Patnaik for
his present post.

St. Xavier’s Director
Patnaik elected VP

 Of Athletics

Federation of India 

BBhhoonndd,,  MMaayy  2299::

MLA and Chairman Bastar
Development Authority
Lakheshwar Baghel paid rich
tributes to martyrs of Jheeram
Valley massacre on May 25 in
Bastar. MLA Lakheshwar
Baghel said that every year it is
in the memory of the martyrs
that May 25 is observed as
‘Jheeram Shradhanjali Diwas’
and offering two minute silence
he paid condolences and trib-
utes to the martyrs. He said
that the martyrs who fought
and struggled for peace and
prosperity of people of Bastar

will always be remembered for
time immemorial. It is the mar-
tyrs who have visioned for a
violence-free, progressive and
‘Nava Chhattisgarh’ and it
should be fulfilled by all of us.
On this occasion Dinesh Yadu,
Balak Ram Joshi, Baidhnath
Mourya, Anil Parihar, Ankit
Parekh, Bhrigu Tiwari, Kamal
Dubey, Virendra Kashyap,
Rajesh Kumar, Puran Kashyap,
Raghunath Yadav, Anoop
Tiwari, Nirmal Pandey, Jhali
Ram, Suman Naag, Damru
Ram, Satendra, Usha,
Meghnath, Harish, Govind and
others were present.

MLA offers tributes to martyrs 

Fingeshwar, May 29:

Sakal Jain Samaj has de-
manded strict action and
FIR on Kranti Sena State
President Amit Baghel
and a memorandum was
given to Tehsildar, SHO to
register the protest
against Kranti Sena
President Amit Baghel.

According to informa-
tion, Amit Baghel had
used abusive language for
Jain society and Jain sad-
hus in a forum in Balod

on May 25.The copy of the
memorandum was sent to
His Excellency, President,
Prime Minister, Chief
Minister, Home Minister,
Collector Gariaband and
S.P. In the memorandum,
a demand has been made
to take strict legal action
against those who play
with religious sentiments
in the country and retali-
ate in enmity, unrest, mu-
tual brotherhood.

Sakal Jain Shree Sangh
Fingeshwar President

Arendra Pahadia, Vice
President Nirmal Chopra,
Secretary Abhishek
Duggad, Bharat Bangani,
Treasurer Vimal Pagaria,
Dharmendra Chopra,
Moolchand Jain,
Nemichand Jain, Meghraj
Chopra, Shubham
Golchha, Rishabh Jain
and many others were
present. Addressing the
protestors, Arendra
Pahadia said that insult-
ing the gurus and society
by using unrestrained, in-
decent as well as very low
level words against the
gurus and non-violent
Jain community can
never be considered right.
Vice President Nirmal
Chopra also condemned
the incident. The Samaj
has sought the interven-
tion of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, and Chief
Secretary Abhishek Jain
to take cognizance in this
matter.

Jain Samaj demands strict
action on Kranti Sena President Kondagaon, May 29: 

The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is on a
visit to the 12 Legislative
Assemblies of Bastar
Vidhan Sabha for the
last few days under the
‘Bhent- Mulaquat’ pro-
gramme of meeting with
the people. In this con-
text Chief Minister of
the state is directly tak-
ing information about
the government schemes
and projects from the
public by holding ‘chau-
pal’ (gathering of people
in villages). Under the
public interaction pro-
gramme he met the peo-
ple in Kondagaon assem-
bly constituency and
took the feedback of the
schemes by talking di-
rectly to the them.

In this regard, while
discussing with the
media at the  rest house,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel said that the
trend of agriculture
work in Bastar has in-
creased and likewise de-

mand for irrigation has
also increased. To save
the folk culture, we are
doing the work of
restoration of Ghotul
and Devgudi. There has
been a big change in the
lifestyle and living of
the people of Bastar and
the use of ground water
too has increased. Now
there is need for ‘nul-
lahs’ to be recharged.
For availability of drink-
ing water, the govern-
ment is installing tap-
water for every house
and there is a need to do
more of work in Bastar,

he added.
Speaking further he

said that forest re-
sources and forest rights
are being distributed in
Bastar and as a result of
which  felling of fruit-
bearing trees will stop.
Now more emphasis is
being laid on planting
more and more fruit-
bearing trees.

Garment works
should is also being
done in Kondagaon and
everyone is getting em-
ployment. Gouthans are
being converted into
Rural Industrial Parks,

where apart from cow-
dung purchase, other ac-
tivities will be done.
This in turn will better
finances of the people.
Be it paint production
using cow-dung, electric-

ity, many employment
oriented works are being
done by installing oil
crushing machine in
Gouthan.

After this CM inaugu-
rated and laid stone for
140 works worth Rs 131
crore 47 lakh in
Kondagaon and and
launched the Mawa
Kondanar App. During
this, along with Industry
Minister Kawasi
Lakhma, Bastar MP
Deepak Baij, Rajya
Sabha MP Phulo Devi
Netam, divisional and
district level administra-
tive officers and public
representatives were
present.

Trend towards agri is increasing in Bastar: CM

Fingeshwar, May 29: 

MLA of Lailunga
Vidhan Sabha
Chakradhar Singh said
that the Congress govern-
ment of Chhattisgarh is
running many schemes
for the development of all
sections of the society
and is doing a commend-
able work in all spheres of
development.

Giving information
about the MLA’s visit
District Congress
Committee President
Bhavsing Sahu informed
that Lailunga MLA
Chakradhar Singh Sidar
during his brief visit to
the district, while dis-
cussing in detail about
the various schemes of
the government, has said
that the state’s public wel-
fare schemes being run

by Bhupesh Baghel gov-
ernment, in which farm-
ers’ loan waiver, paddy
support price 2500, elec-
tricity bill half, many
schemes like Atmanand
English Medium School
for children are getting
benefits at the grass root
level. In this tour, along
with Sidar, District
Congress Committee
President Bhavsing Sahu,

State President of Tribal
Congress Janaklal Dhruv,
Vice President of District
Panchayat Sanjay Netam
etc.

were present. Bhav
Singh said that Bhupesh
government of Congress
is the first government
which has waived the
loans of farmers as soon
as the Chief Minister is
sworn in. Today, many

schemes are being run for
the upliftment and devel-
opment of farmers in the
state.

MLA Sidar informed
the people present that
Chhattisgarh is the first
state in the country
which has ensured the so-
cial and economic rights
of every person through
the state plan.

In order to provide jus-
tice to the farmers and
the underprivileged sec-
tions of the society, mas-
sive steps are being taken
during the last three
years through many
schemes and programs.

Bhupesh Baghel gov-
ernment of Congress is
expanding its every
scheme and is deter-
mined to make it more
and more effective, he
said.

State Govt working for all sections of the society: Chakradhar 

NURSES PROTEST

General Nursing and Midwifery (GNM) nurses protest against their transfer from

Patna Medical College to Rajapakar, Vaishali, in Patna, Sunday.

WATERLOGGING

Vehicles wade through a waterlogged road after a water pipeline broke, in Gurugram, Sunday.

‘Ploy to divert attention
from pressing issues’

Siliguri, May 29 (PTI) 

West Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar Sunday
said that issues were being
created over his position
and responsibilities as the
chancellor of universities
to divert attention from the
pressing problems in the
state.

He said that the matter
was raised in December,
2021, too. “This is a ploy to
generate media optics to di-
vert attention (from press-
ing problems).

“I am not concerned
about what the govern-
ment does unless the pa-

pers come to me. As and
when papers come to me, I
will take a call according to
constitutional provisions,”
he told reporters here, be-
fore leaving for Darjeeling,
when asked about his reac-
tion to the attempt to re-
place him as the ex-officio
chancellor of state-run uni-
versities.

The Bengal cabinet has
recently given its nod to a
proposal that seeks to re-
place the governor with
chief minister as the chan-
cellor of state-run univer-
sities. The proposal is set to
get tabled in the Assembly
in the form of a bill.
Dhankhar noted that “a
bill becomes an act only
when the governor signs
on it. An ordinance is also
issued when the governor
gives consent”.
Maintaining that the re-

cruitment process for jobs
in educational institutions
of the state have been “sul-
lied and tainted”, he said
that it is a “disgrace”.

“We cannot allow our
temples of education and
career of our students to
suffer,” he said.

A Calcutta High Court-
appointed committee,
headed by retired Justice R
K Bag, has found illegali-
ties in hundreds of ap-
pointments to group C and
D posts of government-
sponsored and -aided
schools. Dhankhar and the
TMC government have
been at loggerheads over
several issues since he took
charge as governor in July,
2019, with his role as chan-
cellor of state universities
and visitor of the private
ones often being panned by
the ruling dispensation.

Assam CM advocates opening of int’l
borders in NE for trade, tourism links
Guwahati, May 29 (PTI) 

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Sunday called for opening
of international borders in
the northeast for enhanced
trade and tourism links
with the neighbouring
countries. He pitched for a
proper economic policy to
achieve the goal, highlight-
ing Assam and northeast
India’s advantageous posi-
tion in ensuring it.
Speaking at ‘Natural Allies
in Development and
Interdependence’ conclave
here, Sarma said, “I strong-
ly feel that we can open our
borders for peace and pros-
perity, and by setting up
border haats and opening
formal trade routes, we can
open up new vistas of
trade and tourism in the re-
gion.” The CM pointed out
that the north-eastern re-
gion is uniquely positioned

to facilitate the link be-
tween India and South
Asia and South East Asia.

Besides providing physi-
cal connectivity through
surface and water ways,
the northeast also shares
cultural alliance’ with its
neighbouring countries, he
said. “We only need a prop-
er economic policy backed
by committed cooperation
to set the ball rolling,” he
maintained. Sarma also
harped on the need for
‘sub-regional cooperation’
for ensuring overall
growth and development.
“Commerce, conservation,
culture, connectivity, ca-
pacity building are central
to mutual growth,” he
said. Talking about the
progress Assam made in
recent years, the CM said
it is among the top three
states in the country in at-
tracting externally aided
projects.

PFI leader arrested in provocative slogan case
Alappuzha(Ker), May 29 (PTI):

A leader of Popular
Front of India (PFI) was
arrested on Sunday morn-
ing in connection with the
alleged provocative sloga-
neering by a minor boy
during a recent march or-
ganised by the outfit in
this district.

A senior police officer of
the district confirmed the
arrest of Yahya Thangal
in the case.

Thangal was taken into
custody as he was one of
the organisers of the event
where the slogans were al-
legedly raised.

Thangal, on Saturday,
had also made derogatory
remarks against judges of
the Kerala High Court.

On this issue, police
have not yet taken any ac-
tion as the high court has
to take cognisance of the
same, the official said.

He said the police on its
own cannot initiate action

in the matter.
The police had already

arrested the minor boy’s
father on Saturday.

A purported video, in
which the child could be
seen sitting on the shoul-
der of a person and rais-
ing offensive slogans dur-
ing the “Save the
Republic” rally held by the
PFI on May 21, had gone
viral on social media plat-
forms.

Subsequently, a com-
plaint was lodged with the
police prompting it to reg-
ister a case.

The father of the boy, be-
fore being taken into cus-
tody had told reporters
that the controversial slo-
gan was not taught by any-
one but the boy had learnt
it while attending similar
programmes before.

He had also said it was
not for the first time that
his son was raising such a
slogan in a programme
and many such instances

of him raising similar slo-
gans could be seen on
YouTube.

So far, more than 20 peo-
ple have been arrested and
remanded in the case and
more people were being
taken into custody for
questioning from various
places, the boy’s father had
said.

According to police
sources, the boy would be
sent for counselling at a
government centre soon.

Erattupetta resident
Anas, who carried the
minor boy on his shoul-
ders, was the first person
to be arrested in the case.

In the FIR filed based on
a complaint by
Vijayakumar P K, police
invoked various sections
of the Indian Penal Code
and the Kerala Police Act
and arraigned PFI
Alappuzha district secre-
tary Mujeeb and Navas as
accused along with other
identifiable people.
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Bommai dials 
i Bengaluru:

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Sunday
rang up his Uttar
Pradesh counterpart
Yogi Adityanath and
enquired about a
major accident involv-
ing a tourist bus in
which seven pilgrims
of a family in Bidar
district were killed
while they were head-
ing to Ayodhya.
According to police,
seven people, includ-
ing three women,
were killed and nine
grievously injured
when their bus collid-
ed head-on with a
truck today. In a state-
ment issued by the
Chief Minister’s of-
fice, Bommai con-
doled the demise of
the pilgrims and
wished speedy recov-
ery of the injured.

Student booked
i New Delhi: The Delhi

Police has registered a
case against a JNU
student for allegedly
molesting a fellow stu-
dent, an official said
on Sunday. The case
was lodged on the
complaint by a third
year student of
Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) on
Saturday, the Delhi
Police said in a tweet.
“A case has been regis-
tered U/S 354A/509
IPC at PS Vasantkunj
North following a
complaint of molesta-
tion from a JNU 3rd yr
student. Accused, who
is her known college
mate has joined the
investigation.

Telephony service 
i Dehradun:

Badrinath-Kedarnath
Mandir Samiti chair-
man Ajendra Ajay on
Sunday inaugurated
the mobile and data
services of Reliance
Jio on the Kedarnath
trek route. With this
Reliance Jio became
the first operator to
give mobile and data
connectivity on the
trek route between
Gaurikund and the
Himalayan shrine, the
telecommunication
firm said in a state-
ment. Pilgrims en
route to the temple
will now stay connect-
ed with their loved
ones through voice or
video calls, it said.

Patient stabs
i Kolkata: Two em-

ployees of a rehabili-
tation centre for drug
addicts and alco-
holics here were in-
jured when an in-
mate allegedly
stabbed them on
Sunday, a police offi-
cer said. Rajiv d
Costa and Arup
Naskar suffered in-
juries after the pa-
tient, undergoing
treatment at the cen-
tre for the past one
month, stabbed them
in the kitchen
around 8:30 am, he
said. The patient has
been arrested. The
condition of one of
the injured, who had
to be admitted to a
hospital, is stated to
be serious, the officer
said.

Waze approver 
i Mumbai: The

Maharashtra Congress
on Sunday said the ef-
fort of the Central
Bureau of Investigation
to get dismissed police-
man Sachin Waze to
turn approver in the
Anil Deshmukh corrup-
tion case was unfortu-
nate. Waze is the main
accused in the Antilia
bomb scare and
Mansukh Hiran mur-
der case, the party’s
state unit spokesperson
Sachin Sawant 
reminded.

Lucknow, May 29 (PTI):

Ahead of filing his nom-
ination for the biennial
elections to the Rajya
Sabha, Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) chief Jayant
Chaudhary on Sunday
said debates such as those
on the Gyanvapi mosque
should not be entertained
in modern democratic
India.

Chaudhary, who will be
filing his nomination on
Monday, remained tight-
lipped on whether he was
upset with the apparent
delay by the Samajwadi
Party (SP) in announcing
his name for the Rajya
Sabha polls even as
sources in his party said
he was initially “taken
aback” by the coalition
partner’s attitude.

Once elected to the
Rajya Sabha, Chaudhary,
the joint candidate of the
SP-RLD for the Rajya
Sabha elections, will be his
party’s “lone ranger” in
the Upper House of the
Parliament.

“If you look at it, the law
does not allow these sorts
of debates (like the ongo-
ing Gyanvapi issue) any-
more. We must not enter-
tain these debates in mod-
ern democratic India. Let
us not look to create more
disturbances for the future
using our past as an ex-
cuse. We need to be for-
ward-looking and address
the real issues of real
India,” Chaudhary told
PTI.

When asked about his
nomination, the RLD chief
said, “I will be filing my

nomination papers on
Monday. Today, there is an
event in Delhi on the occa-
sion of the death anniver-
sary of Chaudhary
Charan Singh. We are
doing a ‘Samajik Nyaay
conference’, and we are
asking for a caste census
along with other issues.
There will be representa-
tives from various par-
ties.”

Meanwhile, RLD
sources said that the party
chief was “taken aback”
by the SP’s delay in an-
nouncing his name as the
candidate for the Rajya
Sabha elections.
“However, eventually
everything fell in place,” a
source said.

On RLD’s role in the
Legislative Assembly and
outside, Chaudhary said,

“We will play a very posi-
tive role in the UP
Assembly. We will look at
developing our areas and
constituencies. Among the
opposition, we are the
Number 2 party, and it is a
big responsibility. We will
keep the unity strong
amongst our ranks in the
Opposition.”

In the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections held
earlier this year, the BJP
won 255 seats, while its al-
lies Apna Dal (Sonelal)
and NISHAD secured 12
and six seats, respectively.

The SP won 111 seats
while its ally RLD got
eight. The Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party, an-
other ally of the SP, won
six seats. The Congress se-
cured two seats, while the
BSP won one seat.

Debates on Gyanvapi, similar issues should
have no place in modern India: RLD chief

Amravati, May 29 (PTI) 

Independent MP Navneet
Rana and her MLA hus-
band Ravi Rana as well as
some 15 of their supporters
were booked for allegedly
violating various norms
and impeding traffic during
a welcome event for the cou-
ple here, a police official
said on Sunday.

The Rana couple was ar-
rested on April 23 after an-
nouncing they would recite
Hanuman Chalisa in front
of ‘Matoshree’, the private
residence of Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray in Bandra in
Mumbai, the move leading
to a tense stand-off with
Shiv Sena workers through
the day. They were granted
bail on May 4 by a special

court in Mumbai.
Navneet Rana, the Lok

Sabha MP from here, and
her husband, MLA from
Badnera, were given a
grand welcome by support-
ers here late Saturday night
on their return to the city
after 36 days.

The welcome procession
impeded traffic at several
spots, while an ‘aarti’ per-
formed by the couple had
loudspeakers in use even
after 10pm, local police offi-
cials said. Amravati
Commissioner of Police
Aarti Singh told PTI the
Rana couple has been
booked by Rajapeth police
station under IPC,
Maharashtra Police Act and
Environment Protection
Act provisions for these 
violations.

Navneet Rana, husband, 
supporters booked for norm 

violations during temple event

Bengal guv on 
cabinet nod for 
CM as chancellor 
of varsities

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI) 

The Indian Space
Research Organisation is
taking help of doctors in
building its human-rated
spacecraft for the
Gaganyaan mission,
India’s first human space-
flight that aims to take as-
tronauts into a low earth
orbit.

The ISRO has roped in
doctors to understand the
impact of the spaceflight
on humans and will de-
sign the spacecraft accord-
ingly.

The astronauts selected
for the mission have also
been involved in making
of the orbital module.

“There are four astro-
nauts who are part of

Gaganyaan. We talk to
them. They sit in a cock-
pit. We ask them to go
through this and tell us
whether the placing of
equipment is correct,
whether the lighting is
correct or whether the
edges are causing discom-
fort, ISRO Chairman S
Somnath said during a
brainstorming session
with health experts on the
use of space technology in
emergency medical serv-
ices.Somanth said scien-
tists at the ISRO were de-
veloping the human-rated
spacecraft.

“We also look at various
measures of quality to in-
crease the reliability and
finally to prove the redun-
dancy, Somnath said,

adding that space agen-
cies the world over, includ-
ing ISRO, have imbibed
developing failsafe sys-
tems as a culture.

“We are also looking at
how doctors can connect
with the human space-
craft design. There is an
interaction happening
with doctors and engi-
neers on the designing of
the human spacecraft. If
you have to conduct a suc-
cessful human space flight
and sustain it in India, we
need a strong pool of doc-
tors who will get involved
in this human spaceflight
mission as well, he said.

Union Minister
Jitendra Singh has said
that the first unmanned
mission in the Gaganyaan

series was expected to be
launched next year. This
would be followed by an-
other unmanned mission,
before Indian astronauts
board the spacecraft for a
sojourn in a low earth
orbit.

According to a senior
ISRO official, a human-
rated spacecraft should be
able to accommodate the
crew as if they are living
in normal acceptable con-
ditions and they should be
able to perform various
activities during their
stay.

The engineers have to
design the spacecraft by
identifying potential haz-
ards and developing sys-
tems to control such hap-
penings.

ISRO taking help of doctors in developing
human-rated spacecraft for Gaganyaan mission

Tiruchirappalli (TN), May 29 (PTI) 

Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has appealed to the
members of public who
arrive from various coun-
tries, including African
nations, to report to the
local health officer if they
have any symptoms of
monkeypox, a top official
said on Sunday.

Health Department
principal secretary J
Radhakrishnan said it was
due to the strong monitor-
ing mechanism that has
been put up in place by the
government, it was able to
detect COVID-19 cases be-
sides containing its
spread.

“We have received the
interim guidelines from
the Centre on the monkey-

pox disease. That is people
arriving from African
countries or Europe,
Australia, Canada, and the
USA, though did not show
any symptom at the air-
port, but developed some
symptoms within 21 days
of their arrival, they have
to report it to the local
health official,” he told re-
porters after inspecting
the district government
hospital here.

People should be cau-
tious and adhere to the
COVID-19 protocols laid
out by the government, he
said.

“We have been told that
the disease will not be se-
vere, but we have to be
careful to prevent it. So
far, no cases related to
monkeypox have been re-
ported in the country,” he
said.

Noting that the Health
Department has strength-
ened the medical infra-
structure in Tamil Nadu,

he said it was due to the
strong monitoring mecha-
nism the government was
able to identify cluster of
virus cases that were re-
ported in the State.

“Earlier, we detected
cluster of virus cases on
the IIT-Madras campus
and later in another pri-
vate medical college. Now,
we have detected another
cluster at an private engi-
neering college at
Kelambakkam in the city.
All the 31 cases reported
identified are doing well,”
he said. Radhakrishnan
said the students who test-
ed COVID-19 positive on
the campus of IIT Madras
and at the private medical
college have “fully recov-
ered.” To a query, he said
410 students were checked
at the private engineering
college and 31 have tested
COVID-19 positive till
date. “What these inci-
dents at the educational
institutions indicate is

that when the virus is
waning in the State, we
are giving an opportunity
for it to grow by not follow-
ing the COVID-19 behav-
iour,” he said.

Strongly advocating
vaccination as it was the
only mechanism to pre-
vent the spread of virus,
he said there were 1.21
crore people who were yet
to receive the second dose
of vaccination while 43.45
lakh have taken the first.
“Another 13 lakh people
are eligible to receive
booster dose and are yet to
receive it,” he said.

“Chief Minister (M K
Stalin) has been directing
the authorities to
strengthen the medical in-
frastructure. We have also
strengthened the testing
facilities. What we urge
people is that they should
wear a face-mask while in
public, maintain social
distance and take the vac-
cine,” he said.

‘Report symptoms of monkeypox, if any’
TN govt to people
from African
nations
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COLONEL SALUTE

Britains Prince William, Colonel of the Irish Guards, salutes during the Colonels
Review, the final rehearsal of the Trooping the Colour, the Queens annual birthday
parade, at Horse Guards Parade in London.

COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

President Joe Biden holds up the hand of honorary degree recipient Tatiana Copeland
during the University of Delaware Class of 2022 commencement ceremony in
Newark, Del.

BRIEF
Bus accident

Dhaka: At least 10
people, including a
minor, were killed and
20 others injured after
a passenger bus met
with an accident in
Southwestern
Bangladesh on
Sunday, police said.
The accident hap-
pened in Barishal dis-
trict’s Wazirpur after
the bus driver lost con-
trol of the vehicle fol-
lowing which the bus
hit a roadside tree. Ten
people lost their lives
almost immediately
and 20 others wounded
after the bus hit a
roadside tree in
Barishal on Sunday
morning, a senior po-
lice official said.

Curbs soften
Seoul: North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un
and other top officials
discussed revising
stringent anti-epidem-
ic restrictions during
a meeting Sunday,
state media reported,
as they maintained a
widely disputed claim
that the country’s first
COVID-19 outbreak is
slowing. The discus-
sion at the North’s
Politburo meeting sug-
gests it will soon relax
a set of draconian
curbs imposed after its
admission of the omi-
cron outbreak this
month out of concern
about its food and eco-
nomic situations.

Husband suspected
Big Rapids (US): A
mother and her three
young children were
shot to death and the
suspected gunman her
husband has been hos-
pitalized with a gun-
shot wound to the
head, a sheriff in cen-
tral Michigan said
Saturday. Mecosta
County Sheriff Brian
Miller said deputies
responding to reports
of shots fired found
the mother, children
and wounded man
Friday afternoon in a
home near Big Rapids
in Austin Township,
about 180 miles (290
kilometers) northwest
of Detroit.Describing
the shooting as heart-
breaking, Miller said
the children were all
under the age of 10.

Cargo sinks 
Makassar (Indonesia):
Rescuers in Indonesia
were searching for 25
people who were miss-
ing after a cargo boat
sank in the Makassar
Strait in South Sulawesi
province,officials said
Sunday.A total of 42
people were on the boat
when it sank in bad
weather on Thursday
morning while travel-
ing from a seaport in
Makassar to Kalmas
Island in Pangkep
Regency,said Djunaidi,
the head of the provin-
cial search and rescue
agency.Like many
Indonesians,Djunaidi
goes by only one name.

Sudan violence
Cairo: The UN envoy
for Sudan on Sunday
decried the killing of
two people in a violent
crackdown against
pro-democracy protest-
ers who once against
took to the streets of
the capital to denounce
an October military
coup. Hundreds of peo-
ple marched on
Saturday in
Khartoum, where se-
curity forces violently
dispersed the crowds
and chased them in the
streets, according to
activists. I am appalled
by the violent death of
two young protesters
in Khartoum yester-
day, Once again: it is
time for the violence to
stop, said Volker
Perthes, the UN envoy,
on Twitter.

Pokrovsk (Ukraine),
May 29 (AP): Russian and
Ukrainian troops engaged
in close-quarter combat in
an eastern Ukraine city on
Sunday as Moscow’s sol-
diers, supported by in-
tense shelling, attempted
to gain strategic footholds
in the region while facing
fierce Ukrainian resist-
ance.

Ukrainian regional offi-
cials reported that
Russian forces were
storming the eastern city
of Sievierodonetsk, where
the fighting has knocked
out power and cellphone
services and terrorised
civilians who haven’t fled.

Sievierodonetsk, a man-
ufacturing centre, has
emerged as an epi-centre
of Russia’s quest to con-
quer Ukraine’s industrial
Donbas region.

Russia also stepped up
its efforts to take nearby
Lysychansk, where
Ukrainian officials report-

ed constant shelling. The
two cities, with a com-
bined prewar population
of around 200,000, are the
last major areas under
Ukrainian control in
Luhansk province, which
makes up the Donbas to-
gether with neighbouring
Donetsk. Russia is focused

on capturing parts of both
not already controlled by
pro-Moscow separatists.

Russian forces made
small advances in recent
days as bombardments
chewed away at Ukrainian
positions and kept civil-
ians trapped in basements
or desperately trying to

get out safely.
Attacks to destroy mili-

tary targets throughout
the country also caused ca-
sualties in civilian areas

In his Saturday night
video address, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy described the
situation in the east as
very complicated’’ and in-
describably difficult .

The Russian army is
trying to squeeze at least
some result’’ by concen-
trating its attacks there, he
said.

Sievierodonetsk Mayor
Oleksandr Striuk said
there was fighting at the
city’s bus station on
Saturday.

A humanitarian centre
couldn’t operate due to the
danger, Striuk said, and
cellphone service and elec-
tricity were knocked out.
Residents risked exposure
to shelling to get water
from a half-dozen wells, he
said.

Russian troops storm city amid
eastern Ukraine bombardments

A Donetsk Peoples Republic militia serviceman gets ready
to fire with a man-portable air defense system at a
position not far from Panteleimonivka, in territory under
the government of the Donetsk Peoples Republic, eastern
Ukraine.

Islamabad, May 29 (PTI):

A leaked audio record-
ing of an alleged tele-
phonic conversation be-
tween former Pakistan
President Asif Ali
Zardari and real estate ty-
coon Malik Riaz Hussain
has surfaced, in which
Riaz was heard as saying
that ousted prime
Minister Imran Khan
wanted to reach out to
Zardari for reconciliation
talks, according to media
reports. The 32-second
audio recording, believed
to be the voices of Zardari
and Riaz respectively, has
gone viral on social
media, and comes days
after Khan was abruptly
ended his anti-govern-
ment sit-in amid specula-
tion that there was a deal
struck between the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) and the Pakistan
Army. In the purported
conversation, the date of
which cannot be ascer-

tained, Riaz could be
heard telling Zardari that
Khan was sending him
messages, the Dawn
newspaper reported on
Sunday.

Today, he (Imran Khan)
has sent too many mes-
sages, the voice believed
to be of Riaz told the for-
mer president, who in re-
sponse says: It is impossi-
ble now. It’s okay. I just
wanted to bring this into
your notice, the Dawn re-
port said, quoting Riaz’s
alleged voice. While the
PTI immediately dis-
missed the audio as fake,
members of Zardari’s
party, the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) said
it seemed genuine, the re-
port said. A business per-
sonality and an anti-
Imran Khan politician
are having a conversation
which is being attributed
to Imran Khan. However,
the conversation has
nothing to do with reality,
The Express Tribune

newspaper quoted PTI
leader Shahbaz Gill as
saying. Khan, who was
ousted from power last
month through a no-trust
vote, had apparently lost
the support of the Army
after he refused to en-
dorse the appointment of
the ISI spy agency chief
last year. He has been
claiming that the no-trust
motion against him was
the result of a foreign con-
spiracy because his inde-
pendent foreign policy
and funds were being
channelled from abroad
to oust him from power.

He has named the US as
the country behind the
conspiracy, a charge de-
nied by Washington.

Khan on Friday dis-
missed reports that he
struck a deal with the
Pakistan Army to end his
massive Azadi rally de-
manding fresh general
elections, asserting that
he had decided to end his
march to avoid bloodshed.

‘Former Pak PM Imran Khan reached out to
Zardari for reconciliation ahead of no-trust vote’

Colombo, May 29 (PTI): 

The distribution of
aid, including rice and
milk powder, received
under the Indian Line of
Credit to low-income
families in Sri Lanka has
commenced, the Food
C o m m i s s i o n e r ’ s
Department said on
Sunday.

Food Commissioner JP
Krishnamurthy said that
distribution of the aid to
low-income families in
all 25 districts, including
Nuwara Eliya, Badulla,
Mullaitivu, Ampara, and
others, has already com-
menced.

Krishnamurthy said
that the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment will provide
parcels containing 10 kg
of rice each to low-in-
come families selected at
the Divisional
Secretariat level.

Krishnamurthy said Sri
Lanka “received this es-
sential food and medi-
cine stock worth around
Rs 2 billion with the in-
tervention of Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin.

However, the commis-
sioner mentioned that
the current fuel shortage
has severely hampered
the distribution of aid
among the districts.

Sri Lanka is near
bankruptcy and has se-
vere shortages of essen-
tials from food, fuel,
medicines, and cooking
gas to toilet paper and
matchsticks. For months,
people have been forced
to stay in long lines to
buy the limited stocks.

The island nation has
been facing its worst eco-
nomic crisis since its in-
dependence from Britain
in 1945. The economic

crisis, which has left the
neighbouring country
nearly bankrupt, has
also triggered political
unrest with a protest oc-
cupying the entrance to
the president’s office de-
manding his resignation
continuing for the past
50 days.

According to the com-
missioner, the distribu-
tion of aid to districts is
being carried out
through trains because
of the anti-government
Go Rajapaksa protest
which has also seen the
death of a parliamentari-
an. The Food
Commissioner stated
that under the first
phase, 9000 metric
tonnes of rice are to be
donated, while another
31,000 metric tonnes of
rice are yet to be re-
ceived by the country in
the second phase.

Last week a consign-
ment of 9,000 metric
tonnes of rice, 50 metric
tonnes of milk powder,
and more than 25 metric
tonnes of drugs and
other medical supplies
reached Colombo.

The consignment was
part of a larger USD 16
million commitment of
40,000 metric tonnes of
rice, 500 metric tonnes of
milk powder, and medi-
cines by the Tamil Nadu
government.

The chorus for the res-
ignation of the
Rajapaksa family gath-
ered momentum as peo-
ple came to be hit by the
ongoing worsening eco-
nomic conditions — long
queues at fuel pumps and
cooking gas stores,
scarcities of essentials,
businesses slumping,
and extended hours of
power cuts.

Indian aid distribution begins in Sri Lanka
London, May 29 (PTI):

British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson is reported-
ly set to announce a re-
turn to imperial measure-
ments of pounds and
ounces as a post-Brexit
move away from the
European metric system
to mark the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee next
week.

As part of a series of an-
nouncements to celebrate
the 96-year-old monarch’s
70 years on the British
throne, UK media reports
indicate that Johnson is
preparing a nostalgic
move away from another
European Union (EU) in-
fluence on the country.

It is also being seen as
an attempt to placate his
strong Brexit voter base in
the wake of the partygate

scandal of COVID lock-
down breaching parties at
Downing Street, which
have angered many vot-
ers. As the British people
have been happy to use
both imperial and metric
measurements in their
daily life it is good for the
government to reflect that
now we are free to change
our regulations according-
ly, The Mirror newspaper
quoted a Cabinet source
as saying.

At present, shopkeepers
are legally obliged to use
metric measurements
such as grams, kilograms,
milli-litres and litres
when selling packaged or
loose goods in England,
Scotland and Wales.

As opposed to the met-
ric system of weight, in
which 1,000 grams are
equivalent to one kilo-

gram, under the imperial
system there are 14
pounds in a stone and 16
ounces in a pound.

While it is still legal to
price goods in pounds and
ounces, these have to be
displayed alongside the
price in grams and kilo-
grams.

Since 2000, when the EU
weights and measures di-
rective came into force
businesses have been
legally required to use
metric units for the sale
by weight or measure of
fresh produce.

Under the post-Brexit
move, metric units are not
expected to be scrapped
entirely in Britain but
shopkeepers are expected
to be free to choose which
they use following a gov-
ernment study into the
proposal.

Britain considers return of pounds,
ounces in post-Brexit measure

Islamabad, May 29 (PTI):

A United Nations
Security Council report
has reminded about the
persistent threat
Pakistan’s security faces
from the Afghanistan-
based Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) and
warned that prospects of
success of the ongoing
peace process with the
dreaded terror group
were bleak, according to a
media report. The annual
report of the 1988 Taliban
sanctions committee
monitoring team noted
TTP’s linkages with the
Afghan Taliban and ex-
plained how the group
benefitted from the fall of
the Ghani regime last
year and touched upon its
relations with other ter-
rorist groups operating

from Afghanistan. The
banned TTP, the report
noted, had up to 4,000
fighters based in east and
south-east areas along the
Afghanistan-Pakistan
border and made up the
largest group of foreign
fighters based there, ac-
cording to Pakistan’s
Dawn newspaper. This
was the team’s first report
for the committee since
the Taliban takeover of
Kabul in August last year.
The report’s original
focus was on the Taliban’s
internal politics, its fi-
nances, relations with Al-
Qaeda, Daesh, and other
terrorist groups, and the
implementation of the
UNSC sanctions. The re-
port’s launch coincided
with the start of the third
round of talks between
the Pakistan government

and TTP last Thursday.
The first round of talks,
held in November last
year, had yielded a month-
long ceasefire that later
broke down after TTP ac-
cused Islamabad of not
fulfilling promises. The
TTP subsequently re-
sumed attacks against
Pakistani forces.
Statistics tabulated by the
Pakistan Institute of
Peace Studies reveal that
this year, the militant
group carried out nearly
46 attacks, mostly against
law enforcement person-
nel, in which 79 people
lost their lives. On March
30, the TTP, emulating the
Afghan Taliban’s strategy
during the US war in
Afghanistan, announced
a “Spring Offensive”
against security forces
here. The peace process,

which is being facilitated
by Taliban Interior
Minister Sirajuddin
Haqqani, meanwhile, re-
sumed earlier this month
after both sides took confi-
dence-building measures.

The TTP militants have
been fighting with the
Pakistani security forces
since 2008, when the outfit
was set up, to press for the
implementation of the
Sharia laws in the coun-
try. However, the group is
being pressed by the
Afghan Taliban for talks
with the Pakistan govern-
ment to end the conflict.

The TTP first an-
nounced a ceasefire on
the occasion of Eid and
later extended it after
Pakistan released a cou-
ple of its (TTP) command-
ers, who were then on
death row.

TTP militant group persistent threat 
to Pakistan’s security: UNSC report

Jerusalem, May 29 (AP):

A far-right Israeli law-
maker, joined by scores of
ultranationalist support-
ers, entered Jerusalem’s
most sensitive holy site
early Sunday, prompting a
crowd of Palestinians to
begin throwing rocks and
fireworks toward nearby
Israeli police.

The unrest erupted
ahead of a mass ultrana-
tionalist Israeli march
planned later Sunday
through the heart of the
Muslim Quarter of
Jerusalem’s Old City.
Some 3,000 Israeli police
were deployed throughout
the city ahead of the
march. Israel says the
march is meant to cele-
brate Israel’s capture of
east Jerusalem, including

the Old City, in the 1967
Mideast war. Israel claims
all of Jerusalem as its cap-
ital. But Palestinians, who
seek east Jerusalem as the
capital of a future state,
see the march as a provo-
cation. Last year, the pa-
rade helped trigger an 11-
day war between Israel
and Gaza militants.

Sunday’s unrest took
place in a contested hilltop
compound revered by
Jews and Muslims.

The compound is home
to the Al Aqsa Mosque, the
third-holiest site in Islam.
It also the holiest site for
Jews, who call it the
Temple Mount and revere
it as the home of the bibli-
cal Temples. The compet-
ing claims to the site lie at
the heart of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and

have triggered numerous
rounds of violence. Itamar
Ben-Gvir, leader of a small
ultranationalist opposi-
tion party and a follower of
the late racist rabbi, Meir
Kahane, entered the com-
pound early Sunday along
with dozens of supporters.

Palestinians shouted
God is great as Ben-Gvir,
accompanied by Israeli po-
lice, shouted the Jewish
people live.” Later, a crowd
of Palestinians barricaded
inside the mosque threw
fireworks and stones to-
ward police, who did not
immediately respond.

Israel’s national police
chief, Kobi Shabtai, said
his forces were prepared
for every scenario and had
taken immediate and pro-
fessional action when
needed.

Visit by far-right Israeli 
lawmaker sparks Jerusalem unrest

Beijing, Shanghai 

ease COVID restrictions

as outbreaks fade

Beijing: Shoppers re-
turned to the malls of
Beijing on Sunday as the
Chinese capital relaxed
pandemic restrictions
after declaring a small but
persistent COVID-19 out-
break effectively under
control. A partial reopen-
ing of stores and offices in
Beijing was welcomed by a
weary populace and strug-
gling shopkeepers eager
for life to return to normal.
Coupled with a gradual
easing of restrictions in
Shanghai, it signalled that
the worst is over in the
twin outbreaks in China’s
most prominent cities. The
lockdowns and other re-
strictions under China’s
zero-COVID strategy have
increasingly frustrated
residents as they see other
countries ease up and re-
open their borders.

Xi Jinping, on assuming presi-
dency of China, announced

the launch of Belt Road Initiative
(BRI) in 2013. It was his brainchild
and as the absolute monarch of an
authoritarian government, it was
pushed through employing a
‘whole of China approach.’
Because Xi believed in it, the
Chinese government believed in it.
The China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), a major project
under the BRI, was launched with
full fanfare in 2015. The BRI at its
peak involved 13,000 aid and debt
financed projects worth more than
USD 850 Billion spread across over
160 countries.

For India, the bug bear was that
the CPEC transited through disput-
ed POK, with China claiming that it
was an economic project with no
connection to the border dispute.
Since China ignored Indian con-
cerns, India refused to participate
nor attend any conference on the
BRI. Further, India and the west
rightly termed the BRI as a debt
trap. Over the years, this was
proved right. Since 2018, China has
been slowly scaling back its fund-
ing as nations falling into Chinese
debt traps, default on
payments.The BRI was further im-
pacted by COVID.

BRI granted unfair advantages to
Chinese concerns. 70% of loans
were provided directly to Chinese
companies involved in construction
in the host nation. This hid true

debt figures. The current Maldives
government on assuming power
was not even aware of the amount
owed to China. The figures were
shared by the Chinese ambassador.
Currently, 42 nations owe more
than 10% of their GDP to China.

Manycountries were forced to
sign away strategic assets to China
to avoid default. Sri Lanka surren-
dered its Hambantota port, Uganda
handed over its Entebbe
airport,while Zambia lost its state-
owned copper mining companies.
The Chinese naval base in Djibouti
is being expanded because China
holds most of the nation’s debt.
Many morecountries, including
Pakistan,are in a similar predica-
ment. Some nations have been able
to reschedule debt repayments.

However, the BRI suffered set-
backs when nations comprehended
true Chinese motives. A report stat-
ed that Chinese investments re-
duced by 54% to USD 47 billion in
2020 and disbursement of loans re-
duced from USD 75 Billion in 2016
to 3 Billion in 2020. Wang Xiaolong,
a member of the Chinese Foreign
Ministry’s International Economic
Affairs Department, mentioned
that’20% of BRI projects were seri-
ously impacted while 40% were ad-
versely impacted.’ Only 32 projects
of the CPEC in Pak have been com-
pleted out of 122 planned.

Many nations defaulted, with
Zambia leading the way in 2017 and
Sri Lanka the latest. A report in
Euromoney summed up a failed BRI
when it stated in an article titled,
‘China: End of the belt and Road’ in
Jun 2020, ‘you are going to see not
clarity but messiness and fudging,
with the aim of avoiding a massive
default or a diplomatic disaster
that will make the leadership look
bad. In China, muddling through is
a historic problem.’

With the BRI a failure, Xi has
jumped in with a new proposal,
which he outlined while addressing
the ChineseBoao Forum. He termed

it as the Global Security Initiative
(GSI). He stated, ‘China would like
to propose a GSI, that is, to stay
committed to the vision of com-
mon, comprehensive, cooperative
and sustainable security. It would
oppose unilateralism and say no to
group politics and bloc confronta-
tion.’ He added that this would,’op-
pose the wanton use of unilateral
sanctions and long-arm jurisdic-
tion.’ Since Xi proposed it, every
Chinese government official began
pushing it.

The Chinese Vice Foreign
Minister Le Yucheng discussing the
GSI in an online dialogue with glob-
al think tanks, stated, ‘The idea is to
take the new vision on security as
the guiding principle, mutual re-
spect as the fundamental require-
ment, indivisible security as the im-
portant principle, and building a se-
curity community as the long-term
goal, in order to foster a new type
of security that replaces confronta-
tion, alliance and a zero-sum ap-
proach with dialogue, partnership
and win-win results.’

Possibly the Chinese foreign
minister, Wang Yi, suggested the
concept to India during his last
visit, when he stated that the two
nations must move forward ignor-
ing the border issue. His offer was
bluntly turned down with the mes-
sage that normalcy along the LAC
is a pre-requisite to normalization
of ties.This proposal comes while
China challenges its neighbours
over islands in the South China Sea
(SCS) by offensive naval actions,
India over Ladakh and threatens
Taiwan.

The GSIincludes adhering to the
UN charter. It was China in 2016
which refused to accept the UN
Tribunal ruling on the SCS, dump-
ing the same charter it now advo-
cates. The reality is that nations in
SE Asia only face threats from
China and hence such an alliance,
headed by China, has no meaning.
Cambodia, Pakistan and

Myanmar, all indebted to China,
would have no choice but to join
the initiative. This may signal some
success internally but never glob-
ally.

China is aware that the US, post
containing Russia in Europe, by
sucking it into Ukraine for a pro-
longed operation, will, alongside
NATO shift focus onto the Indo-
Pacific intending to contain China.
Hence, the GSI appears to be
China’s counter to AUKUS
(Australia, UK and US) security
pact and the QUAD (Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue). Expectedly,
China will propose to be the senior
partner, bullying others to follow
its diktat.

All Southeast Asian countries,
bordering China, have lost its trust
on account of its aggressive poli-
cies. They may simply ignore the
proposal. China and ASEAN na-
tions have yet to firm up a com-
mon policy on the SCS despite
multiple rounds of discussions,
mainly because of distrust. In this
environment such a security al-
liance is unthinkable.

China hopes that by proposing
the alliance it would gain diplo-
matically as it did with the BRI.
There is also a possibility that
China may coerce a few debt
trapped nations in Africa to join
the GSI as an alternative to repay-
ing loans. It would be hoping that
in case it pushes through the al-
liance, it could block support to the
US and NATO as they expand into
the Indo-Pacific and Africa. Finally,
with Xi facing internal pressures
on account of a falling economy,
collapsing BRI and mismanage-
ment of COVID, GSI could change
his fortunes in the forthcoming
20th Congress, where he seeks a
historic third term.Realistically, on
account of Chinese aggressive-
ness, this scheme is destined to
fail even before it is launched.
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Penalizing
Wimbledon 

That ATP and WTA have decid-
ed to penalize Wimbledon for its
decision to ban the Russian and
Belarusian players from the tour-
nament this year by stripping
ranking points will certainly take
the sheen out of the most presti-
gious Grand Slam tennis tourna-
ment in the world and will reduce
it to a mere exhibition event.
Wimbledon has earned more
wrath worldwide, particularly be-
cause Russian and Belarusian
players are still allowed to com-
pete in other tournaments, in-
cluding the ongoing French Open.
The ATP ranking system is the
gold standard when it comes to
men's and women's tennis, and a
professional tennis player's ability
is solely determined by his/her
position in the rankings. Perhaps,
the unfortunate decision to de-
prive the ranking points may lead
to a significant divide among the
tennis governing bodies in the
long run. Both ATP and WTA
might have served a volley to
Wimbledon for its intransigent
and uncompromising nature, but
in the end players and fans are
the real losers. There are setpoint,
match point and championship
point, but no ranking points. So
sad of you, Wimbledon! 
RRaannggaannaatthhaann  SSiivvaakkuummaarr,,  CChheennnnaaii

Long-term strategy
for digital payments 

Online commerce and digital
payments are expanding all over
the world. Recent years have wit-
nessed a surge in the number of
people handling digital payments.
Digital payments in India have
seen innovation in recent times.
Digital banking is becoming more
popular in India. The number of
people using cashless transac-
tions is increasing rapidly across
the country. Covid-19 has played
a significant role in accelerating
the adoption of digital payments
in India, as lockdowns and move-
ment restrictions encouraged
consumers to switch to cashless
payment alternatives. Digital
banking is being used by more
than 20 crore Indians. India's
rapid growth of digital payments
has resulted in an innovative fi-
nancial ecosystem that benefits
ordinary people. The progress is
the consequence of a mix of
changes to the payment regulato-
ry environment and extensive use
of technology to meet customer
needs. According to a recent re-
port, India ranks number 1 in
recording the highest number of
real-time payments in 2021
among businesses across the
world. It made 48.6 billion real-
time payments last year, surpass-
ing China. To encourage digital
transactions in rural and semi-
urban regions, the Reserve Bank
of India has unveiled a framework
that allows offline payments of up
to Rs 200 per transaction, subject
to a total limit of Rs 2,000, without
the need for Internet access.
India continues to push the
boundaries of digital payments.
According to experts, the value of
digital payments in India will
triple by 2026, reaching $1 trillion.
Newer technologies that assure
digital payments in a more se-
cure, safe and sustainable envi-
ronment are badly needed to sat-
isfy consumers. 

KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr  VVeeppaakkoommmmaa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

HHaarrsshh  MMaaddhhuussuuddaann
@@hhaarrsshhmmaaddhhuussuuddaann

It's India's time, again.The
global order is up in the
air and India is being
wooed by all. It opens up
possibilities unimaginable
until recently on econom-
ic, strategic and military
issues.

PPrraasshhaanntt  AArroorraa  @@PPrraasshhaannttIIRRAASS

In this chilling summer, from today,
will be providing some much need-
ed hydration to every traffic police
jawan I come across during my
journey between home n office.

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp

‘Gandhian terrorist’ term is an oxymoron
but truth is, NOT just UPA or left
activists, Yasin Malik was patronised by
Vajpayee govt and likes of Madhu
Kishwar. So what’s changed now?
Straight Bat reveals back story.
http://youtu. be/S7I-9sBri7Y watch/
share/ subscribe. Feedback welcome!

BBhhuuppeennddeerr
YYaaddaavv@@bbyyaaddaavvbbjjpp

Deeply anguished by the
tragedy in Ladakh in
which we have lost our
brave army personnel.
May the bereaved fami-
lies find the strength to
deal with the loss. I pray
the injured recover at
the earliest.

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr@@SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr

Delighted to catch up w/former Bulgarian ForeignMinister @nmladenov now DG of the @AnwarGargash
DiplomaticAcademy in AbuDhabi@AGDAUAE during a closed-door discussion he moderated w/30 UAE
trainee diplomats on “mistakes & missteps”. UAE AFM @OmarGobash joined us.

SSoommeesshh  UUppaaddhhyyaayy,,
IIAASS@@SSoommeesshh__IIAASS

Rajat Patidar went unsold in IPL
auction. Gets a chance in RCB
team as a replacement and plays
big knocks in two of the most
important games for RCB in IPL
history. Inspirational!!

T ransboundary rivers used to be natural routes of connectivity for com-
munities living along them for trade and commerce, but it is geopolitics

and diplomatic relations By : Sentinel Digital Desk  |  28 May 2022 9:43 AM
Transboundary rivers used to be natural routes of connectivity for communi-
ties living along them for trade and commerce, but it is geopolitics and diplo-
matic relations among basin countries which determine how they are to be
shared in the contemporary period. India's 'Act East' and 'Neighbourhood
First' policies have unlocked huge opportunities for restoration of lost river
and sea routes that are vital to end geographic isolation of the Northeast re-
gion and provide alternative connectivity. The pace of commissioning of some
key connectivity projects for the region through transboundary waterways
and sea routes demonstrates the complexities in transboundary water gover-
nance and hydro diplomacy. Such complexities cannot be wished away and re-
quire sustained diplomatic efforts to remove the bottlenecks. The Indo-
Bangladesh Protocol route under the Protocol on Inland Water Transit and
Transport signed by India and Bangladesh in 1972 has gained prominence
after bilateral relations between the two neighbouring countries deepened
under India's Neighbourhood First policy and multilateral relations under the
sub-regional architectures like BIMSTEC and BBIN. The IBP route provides the
vital link through Bangladesh between the National Waterway (NW)-2 (river
Brahmaputra) from Sadiya to Dhubri and the NW-1 (river Ganga) through the
Kolkata/Haldia ports. The Central government has initiated development of
NW 1 for an estimated cost of Rs 461 crore over a period of five years till 2025
to provide a navigable fairway with day and night navigation aids and termi-
nals. Construction of the Jogighopa terminal, an alternative road to the Pandu
Port, a ship repair facility at Pandu and construction of tourist jetties at
Biswanath Ghat, Jogighopa, Pandu and Neamati are other components of the
project, commissioning and operation of which will open floodgates of oppor-
tunities for Assam and other states in the region. The improved transborder
connectivity along the Brahmaputra is also beneficial for Bangladesh and
Bhutan as it provides vital connectivity to these two countries for bilateral
trade and commerce. Bhutanese traders prefer this route as it helps them cut
down cost for exporting consignments to Bangladesh, compared to the land
route through West Bengal, but they encounter navigability issues which need
to be addressed. Deepening bilateral and multilateral relations have prompted
India to initiate the ambitious Eastern Waterway Connectivity Transport Grid
of about 5,000 km of navigable waterways to boost regional integration and
trade with BBIN countries and with ASEAN countries like Myanmar,
Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand. The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways plan also envisages seamless connectivity between NW 1 and NW
2 through the IBP route to improve connectivity with the Northeast region, be-
sides linking Bhutan, Bangladesh and Nepal to the grid through multimodal
connectivity project. A cargo vessel carrying 200 MT of food grains for the
Food Corporation of India from Patna docking at Pandu port in March marked
a historic milestone in bilateral initiative by India and Bangladesh to share in-
land waters to facilitate seamless connectivity through the two national wa-
terways. The vessel covered a total distance of 2,350 km which also demon-
strated the viability of an alternative connectivity for the Northeast region
with rest of India that is cheaper and ecologically sustainable. The Inland
Water Authority of India is planning to run a regular scheduled service on
these routes and two stretches of IBP routes are also being developed at a cost
of Rs 305.84 crore, 80% of cost shared by India and 20% by Bangladesh.
Sustainability of seamless connectivity along these routes will depend on
maintenance of requisite depth and regular flow of fund for dredging work as
well undertaking basin level management for reducing sediment load on the
river Brahmaputra and its tributaries on account of rampant clearance of for-
est on river catchments. Apart from cargo transport, the seamless connectivi-
ty through inland waterways between India and Bangladesh has also unlocked
huge potential of river cruise tourism in the Northeast region. India and
Bangladesh signed a Standard Operating Procedure on the coastal and proto-
col routes which provides policy framework to facilitate river cruise tourism
via IBP route and NW 1. Northeast being a prime destination of domestic and
international tourists, river cruises on these routes will bring new opportuni-
ties for the tourism industry in the region. The Kaladan Multimodal Transit
Transport Project is another initiative by India to provide an alternative con-
nectivity to the Northeast region with the rest of India from the Kolkata/Haldia
port through Sittwe Port and Kaladan river up to Paletwa in Myanmar by sea
route and inland waterway and from Paletwa to Zorinpui in Mizoram by road.
Long delays in execution of some project components have led to postpone-
ment of the target date of commissioning and cost escalation. India has metic-
ulously leveraged the two key foreign policy initiatives to deepen its relations
with neighbouring countries and translate the vision of improving connectivity
between the landlocked Northeast and the rest of India by developing alterna-
tive routes through Bangladesh and Myanmar into a reality. Transboundary
rivers in the sub-region have become important domains of bilateral and mul-
tilateral dialogue for strategic cooperation.

Navigating 
transboundary rivers

S ince it is not that easy to connect Ladakh region to the main national
grid of the country to the extent of cent percent electrification due to

geographical reasons and there being huge potential for generation of renew-
able energy in the cold desert, having otherwise got the largest solar power
project set up under the Central Government’s “Make in India ” initiative at
Leh IAF station, on the other hand, establishment of much hyped renewable
energy project with generation capacity of 10 Giga Watt (GW) appears to
have plunged into a fate of uncertainty. Local issues which are the domain of
the UT Government to look into and resolve , as on date, continue to be haunt-
ing the renewable energy project comprising solar and wind parks. It may be
noted that it was decided to call bids for the largest global tender for setting
up of 13 Giga watt grid scale battery storage system in Ladakh to help the
country’s electricity grids as the clear energy sources like solar and wind are
abundantly available in the region. However, where do the projects stuck up
appears not on priority to be looked into and duly addressed. It is not all suffi-
cient to only harp on claiming about the vast potentiality of the renewable en-
ergy in Ladakh and fully realising there being sufficient support from the
Central Government too for harnessing the same and even devising the
means to achieve the objectives unless the UT Government appears to be
quite serious to push the project ahead towards being set up. If it is not so, or
appearing not so much encouraging, in respect of proceeding ahead , why no
progress in respect of setting up of the proposed Renewable Energy Park at
Pang is visible or otherwise made known. What are the issues that impede
the setting up the Park need to be resolved by the UT Government. Even sur-
veys of land and other connected preparations do not seem to be around for
reasons not known. It would be all known through comprehensive survey of
the land for the project as to which agencies of the Government had any sort
of stake and what could be the compensation component involved to be paid
and rest of the important pieces of information. If an appraisal of the entire
project is made , it is observed that much talked of 20000 acres of land which
was to be provided by the UT Government at Pang along Leh Manali Highway
for the Solar Park has not been procured not to speak of additional land of the
same size for which possibilities were decided to be explored. Needles to add,
UT of Ladakh is destined to receive revenue on yearly basis on account of
leasing out the land allocated for setting up of Renewable Energy Park. The
problems of various hues even in the knowledge of the Union Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy and their intervention too towards resolution of the
impasse could not bring out any results in respect of projections by which
date the Park would be set up. That sounds quite queer.The problem in re-
spect of generation capacity which kept oscillating between 7.5 GW and 10
GW finally was resolved late last year to be 10 GW. As we often observe and
point out too that the most critical phase of a project is in respect of procuring
land and side by side ensuring completion of all sundry formalities like obtain-
ing NOCs from various authorities and agencies, conducting surveys and col-
lating critical information are paramount. The importance of the concerned
renewable energy project needs to be seen in the context of the requirements
in the energy generation and transmission area by the cold desert region and
once commissioned , besides Ladakh region even the UT of Jammu and
Kashmir could benefit from it. Hence we feel that invigorated efforts must be
taken in respect of setting up of the Park at an early date

Renewable Energy
Projects in Ladakh 
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Farmers shout slogans as they burn an effigy of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Punjab Chief minister
Bhagwant Mann during a protest against the anti-farmers policies of the state and central governments in Amritsar.

Games China plays

KKiirraann  BBeeddii@@tthheekkiirraannbbeeddii

To see young Indian brands work
towards making menstrual health a
priority. This #Menstrual Hygiene Day
2022 @IV Foundation has with # Paree
Sanitary Pads to raise  menstrual
health awareness in #prisons and
make a positive impact in the lives of
#womeninmates.#menstruation

FARMERS PROTEST

HARSHA KAKAR
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BRIEF

FDI

London: Karnataka is
expecting a Foreign
Direct Investment
worth Rs 75,000 crores
in sectors like biotech
and start-ups, the
state’s Education
Minister Dr Ashwath
Narayana has said.
The minister, who ac-
companied Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai at the World
Economic Forum at
Davos, said that the
Davos meeting was
very successful. He
said the government
was keen on develop-
ing other cities like
Mysore, Mangalore,
Belgaum, Hubli-
Dharwad and
Shimoga as well.

Capex 
New Delhi: JK Tyre
and Industries has
planned a capital ex-
penditure of Rs 1,100
crore till next finan-
cial year, company’s
CFO Sanjeev
Aggarwal said. The
tyre maker plans to in-
vest in capacity ex-
pansion as well as reg-
ular maintenance of
the existing infra-
structure. “Total
spend over the next
two years, ie, FY23 and
FY24 would be Rs
1,100 crore, including
maintenance capex of
around Rs 300 crore,”
Aggarwal said in an
analyst call. The ma-
jority of the capex —
Rs 530 crore— will go
into the passenger car
radial (PCR) capacity
expansion. The com-
pany has also lined up
capacity expansion of
truck bus radial (TBR)
at its unit Cavendish
Industries. “The de-
bottlenecking pro-
gramme which we
had announced earli-
er has already been
commissioned and
completed.

Economic ties 

Kolkata: Cuba seeks
improved bilateral
economic ties with
India to increase the
two-way trade volume,
Alejandro Simancas
Marin, the Caribbean
country’s ambassador
to India. Marin, speak-
ing at an interactive
session organised by
ICC here, said that
there is a huge bilater-
al trade potential,
which should be ex-
ploited by both the
countries. The envoy
said that the pharma-
ceutical industry is an
important sector in
Cuba, and India could
well explore the seg-
ment for its benefit.

Transport Corp 
Mumbai: Integrated
supply chain and lo-
gistics solutions
provider Transport
Corporation of India
(TCI) on Saturday re-
ported a 38 per cent
year-on-year growth
in standalone profit
after tax (PAT) to Rs
73.10 crore for the
March quarter. The
company had posted a
profit of Rs 52.86 crore
in the fourth quarter
of the fiscal year
ended on March 31,
2021, according to a
regulatory filing.

Guwahati, May 29:  

Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Sunday
said the Centre is imple-
menting various rail,
road and air connectivity
projects worth Rs 1,34,200
crore in the northeast.
Addressing the ‘Natural
Allies in Development
and Interdependence’
conclave here, she said
the Union government
has been pumping in
huge money in develop-
ing a number of infra-
structure projects
throughout the region.
“We are carrying out 20
railway projects worth Rs
74,000 crore for 2,011 km,
which are spread across
the northeast,”
Sitharaman said. The

Centre is also developing
4,000 km of roads in the
region at a total cost of Rs
58,000 crore, she added.
“There are 15 ongoing air
connectivity projects in

the northeast, costing
around Rs 2,200 crore,”
the finance minister said.
She, however, did not
mention the completion
period of these projects.

Centre implementing infra
projects worth Rs 1,34,200
crore in NE: Sitharaman

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaks
during the 3rd Natural Allies in Development and
Interdependence (NADI) conclave, in Guwahati on
Sunday, May 29. 

New Delhi, May 28:

Hungarian two-wheel-
er maker Keeway on
Friday said it plans to in-
troduce total eight prod-
ucts across four cate-
gories in India by the end
of 2022.

The company will start
deliveries of its retro
classic scooter, Sixties
300i and maxi-scooter,
Vieste 300, which have
starting prices of Rs 2.99
lakh (ex-showroom
India), from June 2022
onwards. Both the
Sixties 300i and Vieste
300 are powered by a
278cc, single-cylinder,
four-stroke liquid-cooled
engine that produces a
maximum power output
of 18.7HP at 6500 rpm.

These scooters come
with disc brakes with
dual-channel ABS (anti-
lock braking systems),
the company said in a

statement. Keeway said
it plans to introduce total
eight products across
four categories by the
end of 2022. There will be
two products each in the
categories of high-end
scooters, muscular cruis-
ers, sport motorcycles,
and retro-street motorcy-
cles to cater to a wide
range of customers. “We
are working towards in-
troducing six more prod-

ucts in the Indian market
by the end of this year
and would primarily
comprise two cruisers,
two retro-street classics,
one naked street, and a
race replica,” Keeway
India Managing Director
Vikas Jhabakh said.

To meet the business
requirements, he
said,”We also plan to ex-
pand our dealership net-
work across the country

and look at onboarding
over 100 dealers by the
end of 2023.” Jhabakh
said the Sixties 300i and
Vieste 300 would further
help the company estab-
lish Keeway’s “unique
identity in the Indian
market”.

Keeway said it has also
partnered with
Adishwar Auto Ride
India, the Indian partner
of Italian two-wheeler
maker Benelli, and will
leverage on the latter’s
over 40-dealer network
across the country and
the assembly plant that
is well equipped to meet
its growth plan.

Founded in 1999 in
Hungary, Keeway is pres-
ent in 98 countries. Its
product line covers
scooters, motorcycles
and all-terrain vehicles
(ATVs) with displace-
ments ranging from
125cc to 1200cc.

Hungarian two-wheeler maker 
Keeway to introduce 8 products by 2022

MMuummbbaaii,,  MMaayy  2299::  

Hybrid learning is the best way
to fill the learning gap and
present a learning model in a
smarter method. COVID took
an irreparable toll on education
during the last few years, and
close to 70% of children did not
attend any formally structured
learning platform. Even before
the Pandemic, the world is
already heading toward digital
learning but in a steady mode.
Emerging ecosystem of smart
hybrid learning, said Tulika
Singh. Prior, it was a model
that got the spotlight during
the pandemic and has now
become a need. The organized
learning platform exempts stu-
dents from distractions, class-
room noise, hesitation, and
other challenges. The meta-
morphoses of learning not only
fringe benefits to students, but
additionally become a perk for
mentors, she said.  Hybrid or

Smart learning further gives
parents and students the right
tools to provide structured and
scheduled knowledge at home.
It also encourages the child to
have more personalized learn-
ing in their own space and
pace. The activities, curricu-
lum, and easy access to the
study material are meant to
replace the traditional method
and adopt the under-process-
ing method of learning, hybrid
learning. The productive and

best-suited environment of
digital learning is developing in
accord with the needs of stu-
dents. The model evolves the
personalized and effective
alliance between students and
instructors with synchronized
and unsynchronized learning
activities. Hybrid learning tools
combined with classroom
learning promises a significant
impact on overall learning out-
comes. It also addresses the
shortcomings of our education
system, which is prone to the
uncertainty of extreme weath-
er conditions, health issues of
children, or mishaps at home,
and where a child can continue
the learning with this flexible
mode of education. The newly
designed learning administers
flexibility, instant feedback,
customized assessments, self-
directed learning, and self-
paced learning with the help of
AI to make it even more pro-
ductive. 

Emerging ecosystem of smart
hybrid learning: Tulika Singh

New Delhi, May 29: 

State-owned Bank of
Maharashtra (BoM) has
emerged as the top per-
former among public sec-
tor lenders in terms of
loan and deposit growth
in percentage terms dur-
ing 2021-22.

The Pune-headquar-
tered lender recorded a 26
per cent increase in gross
advances at Rs 1,35,240
crore at the end of March
2022, according to the
BoM data. It was followed
by State Bank of India
and Union Bank of India
with 10.27 per cent and
9.66 per cent growth, re-
spectively. However, in ab-
solute terms, aggregate
loans of SBI were nearly
18 times higher at Rs
24,06,761 crore while
Union Bank of India’s five

times higher at Rs 6,99,269
crore compared to that of
BoM’s at the end of fourth
quarter. With regard to de-
posit growth, BoM wit-
nessed a 16.26 per cent
growth and mobilised Rs
2,02,294 crore at the end of
March 2022.

Union Bank of India
was second with an 11.99
per cent growth in de-
posits (Rs 10,32,102 crore)
while Indian Bank record-
ed a 10 per cent increase
at Rs 5,84,661 crore, ac-
cording to the published
data. Total business
growth of BoM was also
the highest at 20 per cent
at Rs 3,37,534 crore fol-
lowed by Union Bank of
India at 11.04 per cent at
Rs 17,31,371 crore at the
end of FY’22. In terms of
RAM (retail, agriculture
and MSME) segment,

BoM registered the high-
est growth rate of 18.65
per cent at Rs 80,669 crore.
The bank’s gross NPAs
nearly halved to 3.94 per
cent from 7.23 per cent in
March 2021, while net
NPAs more than halved to
0.97 per cent from 2.48 per
cent in March 2021. For
the full year to March, the
lender saw its net profit
rising two-fold to Rs 1,152
crore as against Rs 550
crore in FY21.

BoM is eyeing a 25-30
per cent growth in its net
profit in the current fi-
nancial year, aided by a
healthy growth in net in-
terest income (NII) and
fall in provisions for bad
assets. NII grew by 23.42
per cent on a year-on-year
basis to Rs 6,044 crore in
FY2022, as against Rs
4,897 crore in FY2021.

Bank of Maharashtra tops PSU
lenders chart in loan growth in FY22

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2299::    

Delhi-based company
‘Drone Destination’ plans to
establish at least 150 drone
pilot training schools across
the country by 2025, its CEO
Chirag Sharma has said. 

“We intend to partner with
universities, agricultural insti-
tutes and police academies to
serve the distinct needs of the
ecosystem and enable
employment and entrepre-
neurship opportunities to over

1 lakh individuals required by
our industry by 2025,” Sharma
said in an interview to PTI.
Drone Destination is India’s
first remote pilot training
organisation approved by avi-
ation regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) under the new Drone
Rules, 2021. It currently runs
six remote pilot training
schools in the country. 

“The company has so far
opened six centres: four in
association with Indira Gandhi
Rashtriya Uran Akademi
(IGRUA), the largest flying
training organisation under
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
at Gurugram, Bengaluru,
Gwalior and Dharamshala; one
in association with
Sanskardham Global Mission
Institute; and the most recent
launch at Punjab’s first Drone
Training School in Chandigarh
University,” Sharma noted.

‘Drone Destination’ to 
establish 150 drone pilot training

schools by 2025: CEO
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2299::    

On the back of the best-
ever price it earned on crude
oil it produces, state-owned
Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) reported
a record net profit of Rs 40,305
crore in the fiscal year ended
March 31, becoming India’s
second most profitable com-
pany behind Reliance
Industries Ltd. 

In a statement, ONGC said
net profit for the fiscal FY22
(April 2021 to March 2022)
soared 258 per cent to Rs
40,305.74 crore from Rs
11,246.44 crore in the previous
financial year. 

This as it got an average of
USD 76.62 for every barrel of
crude oil produced and sold in
the fiscal as against USD 42.78
per barrel net realisation in
the previous year. This is the
best ever price that ONGC got

as international oil prices
surged from late 2021 and
spiked to a near 14-year high
of USD 139 per barrel after
Russia invaded Ukraine.
International rates had spiked
to a record USD 147 per barrel
in 2008 but ONGC’s net reali-
sation at that time was much
lower as it had to provide sub-
sidies to fuel retailers so that
they could sell petrol, diesel,
cooking gas LPG and kerosene
at rates lower than cost. 

ONGC now gets internation-
al rates as the downstream
fuel retailers too price petrol,
diesel and other petroleum
products at global rates. 

The firm got USD 2.35 per
million British thermal unit for
the gas it sold as against USD
2.09 in the previous FY21 fis-
cal. The gas price jumped to
USD 6.1 in April this year and
this impact will be visible in
the first-quarter earnings. 

ONGC reports highest net profit
of Rs 40,306 cr; becomes India’s

2nd most profitable firm

New Delhi, May 29:
Trading activity in the eq-
uity markets will be guid-
ed by a host of macroeco-
nomic data announce-
ments scheduled during
the week, apart from glob-
al trends amid ongoing
concerns over high infla-
tion, analysts said.
Foreign institutional in-
vestors (FIIs), a key driver
for the Indian markets,
would also be tracked for
cues, they added. “Market
will remain busy with
macro numbers this week
where GDP, auto sales and
PMI numbers will be fac-
tors on the domestic front,
whereas PMI numbers of
various countries and un-
employment data of the
US will be important glob-
al macro numbers. “Amid
all this, movement of dol-
lar index and crude oil

prices will continue to
have an impact on market
volatility. FIIs are still in
selling mode where it will
be interesting to see
whether they start some
buying in the Indian mar-
ket amid improved senti-
ments,” said Santosh
Meena, Head of Research,
Swastika Investmart Ltd.

In the last batch of earn-
ings, companies like
Aurobindo Pharma,
Jindal Steel and Sun
Pharma will announce
their numbers. “This week
marks the beginning of
the new month also and
participants will be closely
eyeing important high-fre-
quency data like auto
sales, manufacturing and
services PMI data. “Before
that, GDP data, which is
scheduled on May 31, will
be in focus. Apart from

these, updates on monsoon
progress will also remain
on radar,” said Ajit
Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd. Last
week, the Sensex jumped
558.27 points or 1.02 per
cent and the Nifty gained
86.30 points or 0.53 per
cent. Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services, said,
“Towards the end of the
last week, the market was
able to recoup its losses fol-
lowing favourable retail
earnings in the US and re-
duced FII selling.

For this to sustain, the
actions undertaken by the
Fed and RBI in June will
be an important factor.”
Moreover, movement of
Brent crude oil and rupee
against the US dollar
would also be monitored
by investors.

Macro data, global cues to dictate
market trend this week: Analysts

Mumbai, May 29: 

The Reserve Bank  said
banks would need to sup-
port growth while being
watchful of the credit be-
haviour of entities whose
loans were restructured
during the pandemic peri-
od to arrest slippages.
Banks had extended mora-
torium on repayment of
loans and restructured ad-
vances to businesses to
help them combat the im-
pact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and subsequent
lockdowns. In its annual
report released on Friday,
the RBI said the banking
sector has witnessed im-
proved financial parame-
ters despite the pandemic.
“There is, however, a need
to be watchful of the credit
behaviour of the restruc-
tured advances and possi-
bility of increased slip-

pages arising from sectors
that were relatively more
exposed to the pandemic,”
it noted. With the unwind-
ing of support measures,
some of the restructured
accounts might face sol-
vency concerns, and the
impact on banks’ balance
sheets will become clearer
in the upcoming quarters,
the report said. Prudence
warrants proactive recog-
nition of any non-viable
accounts to activate timely
resolution, it added. The

report said the gross non-
performing assets (GNPA)
ratio of all scheduled com-
mercial banks (SCBs)
moderated to its lowest
level in six years, aided by
efforts towards recoveries
and technical write-offs.

“Going forward, as the
economy recovers and
credit demand rises, banks
will need to focus on sup-
porting credit growth
while being vigilant of the
evolving risks. “Care
needs to be taken to ensure

that fresh slippages are ar-
rested, and banks’ balance
sheets are strengthened to
avoid future build-up of
stress,” said the Reserve
Bank’s Annual Report for
the Year 2021-22. It also
said bank credit growth
has begun to pick up to
track nominal GDP
growth and lenders are re-
gaining bottom lines.
Bank credit to commer-
cial sector improved and
aggregate deposits moder-
ated with the ebbing of
precautionary savings, it
said, adding bank credit
growth picked up, espe-
cially since August 2021,
and it was broad-based.
During 2021-22, against
the target for agricultural
credit of Rs 16.5 lakh
crore, banks achieved 104
per cent of the target (Rs
17.09 lakh crore) as on
March 31, 2022.

Banks need to support growth, remain
watchful of slippages: RBI report

New Delhi, May 29: 

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani’s Reliance
Industries Ltd spent a
record Rs 1,184.93 crore in
fiscal year ended March 31
on corporate social re-
sponsibility (CSR) initia-
tives that spanned oxygen
delivery during second
wave of the pandemic, ed-

ucation and healthcare, ac-
cording to the company’s
latest annual CSR Report.

“Through FY 2021-22,
Reliance put social respon-
sibility initiatives, health
and well-being of commu-
nities at the top of its
agenda,” the report said.
This went beyond support-
ing employees as well as
their extended families
and was aimed at caring
for the most-at-need across
India in the face of an
emergency.

“During FY 2021-22,
Reliance contributed Rs
1,184.93 crore towards sup-
porting a number of need-
based, impactful CSR ini-
tiatives,” it said. The ini-
tiatives were spearheaded
by Reliance Foundation,
the philanthropic arm of
the company led by Nita
M. Ambani.

Reliance spends Rs 1,185 cr
on corporate 

social responsibility in FY22
Guwahati, May 29: 

PSU major Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC) on
Sunday said it is looking to
transport fuel to Tripura
through Bangladesh as the
rail network has been to-
tally snapped due to mas-
sive landslides in Assam.

After the only rail link
connecting Assam’s Dima
Hasao district and Barak
Valley, Mizoram, Manipur
and Tripura with the rest
of the country was
washed away earlier this
month, the company start-
ed moving all its supplies
by road via Meghalaya,
bearing more than double
the cost. “After the Dima
Hasao landslides, the only
way to reach Manipur,
Mizoram, Tripura and
southern Assam was the
road connectivity via

Meghalaya. This route is
also landslide prone,”
Indian Oil Corporation
Executive Director
(IndianOil-AOD) G
Ramesh told PTI. The situ-
ation forced the IOC, state
governments and the
Centre to scout for alterna-
tive ways to supply fuel to
the southern region of the
Northeast, he added.
Ramesh said that the
IndianOil-AOD, the com-
pany’s North East divi-
sion, had in 2016 sent a few
consignments to Tripura
via Bangladesh when the
supply was badly hit due
to pathetic road conditions
in Barak Valley in Assam.
“We are trying to revive
that six-year-old network
as an alternative route.
Currently, we are talking
to the Bangladesh govern-
ment through the Centre.

IOC plans to transport fuel
to Tripura via Bangladesh

Emily Shah: Cinema is the
most powerful medium for

underdog stories

I
ndian American actress
Emily Shah, who plays a
pivotal role in the film

'Jungle Cry' with Abhay Deol,
says that cinema is the most
powerful medium to bring out
and celebrate the stories of un-
sung heroes and underdogs.

The story of the film 'Jungle
Cry' is based on the true story
of a group of young boys from
Odisha, The Jungle Cats of
India, who mastered the game
of rugby within four months
and went on to win the 2007
Under-14 Rugby World Cup.

Asked why she felt she had
to be a part of the film, Emily
said : "I have lived in America

so when I heard the narration
of the story I was quite sur-
prised about the achievement
of these young boys and no
one was talking about it."

She continued: "Later, I re-
alised many Indians also are
not aware of the achievement
of these boys, perhaps because
it went unnoticed by the main-
stream media."

Emily said she realised that
"at times, only through cinema
we can bring people together
to celebrate the stories of un-
derdogs". She added: "Yes, cin-
ema is that powerful medium,
in India as well as
worldwide. That was

enough reason for me to be
part of the story!" In the film
she plays Roshni, the manager
of the Indian team.

On her co-actor, Abhay
Deol, Emily said: "I think he
is the best collaborator for
any actor; it is interactive
and he is always open to sug-
gestions. At the same time,
his acting is so real, subtle
and impactful at the same
time! We had a great time
shooting."

B
ollywood actor Varun Dhawan,
who was in the capital to unveil
the new track from his upcoming

film 'Jug Jugg Jeeyo', has given a cryptic
reply on him making a digital debut. "I
don't think I can give details about this.
But something in the works.. Hai kuch
something prime. The world is getting
smaller in concerns with information
and technology. There are certain gen-
res that work well on streaming and
there are some in theatres but defi-
nitely audience wants to consume
content." "They want to be enter-
tained for sure. Right now whatev-
er the environment is... we want
entertainment. We want to laugh
and enjoy." Varun was in New
Delhi with his co-actor Kiara
Advani to unveil the first track
'The Punjaabban' from the upcom-
ing film, which also stars Anil
Kapoor and Neetu Kapoor. The
film, which delves around the con-
cept of divorce, is slated to release
in theatres on June 24. 'Jug Jugg

Jeeyo' is directed by Raj Mehta.

A
ctress
K i a r a
Advani, who

was in the capital to
launch the first song from
her upcoming film 'JugJugg
Jeeyo', dodged the question about

when is she tying-the-knot with her
rumoured beau and actor Sidharth
Malhotra.

During the song launch in the
New Delhi, Kiara was asked if

she was planning to get married
anytime soon, the actress

replied: "Jab hoga main aapko
definitely invite karungi.

Filhaal sirf filmon main
meri shaadi ho rahi hai aap

mujhe dulhan ke roop
main yahaan dekh sakte
hai. Jab bhi hoga you all

will get to know. (Whenever
it happens I will invite you.

Right now, I am just getting mar-
ried on screen, you can see me as a

bride there. Whenever it happens
you'd know.)"

Kiara and Sidharth are ru-
moured to be dating for quite
some time now. However, nei-
ther of them has commented
on their rumoured relation-
ship.

Slated to release in the-
atres on June 24, 'Jug
Jugg Jeeyo' is directed
by Raj Mehta. The
film also stars Varun
Dhawan, Anil
Kapoor and
Neetu Kapoor.

ACROSS

1. Shoulder gesture

6. Irritates

10. Lovers' quarrel

14. Taunt

15. City light

16. Mexican snack

17. UFO pilot

18. Notorious emperor

19. One who mimics

20. What Moses parted (2 wds.)

22. Love song

24. Printing measures

25. Did again

27. Picasso's creation

28. Cyclist ____ Armstrong

32. Comedian ____ Hope

35. Fibber

37. Tel Aviv's country

38. December 24 and 31

40. Japanese, e.g.

42. Coloring agents

43. Narrate again

45. Failures

47. Wind direction (abbr.)

48. Vine fruit

49. Forget-me-____

50. Forefather

54. Furious

57. Briefest

60. Ebb

62. Large brass instrument

63. PDQ's kin

65. Rock star ____ John

66. Thanks ____! (2 wds.)

67. Heroic narrative

68. Seat rows

69. Merriment

70. Watched

71. Shopping binge

DOWN

1. Gape
2. Singer ____ Reddy
3. Police actions
4. Utilizes
5. Not specific
6. Country hotel
7. Actress ____ Witherspoon
8. "M*A*S*H" locale
9. Nasal sound
10. ____ of living
11. Mama's spouse
12. Scored on serve
13. Pulled apart
21. In the sky
23. Snakelike fish
26. School groups (abbr.)

29. Negative votes
30. Average grades
31. Additional
32. Ice mass
33. Finished
34. Phi ____ Kappa
36. Disencumber
37. Within a building
39. Detach
41. Mother's sister
44. Gave temporarily
46. Roads
51. Desist
52. Student's assignment
53. Phase
54. Measuring device
55. Love to pieces
56. Thick
57. Buck
58. Ship's frame
59. Bassoon's relative
61. Trim
64. Lily ____
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There is power in your words today,
Aquarius, along with a great deal of
emotional self-confidence. Things
may be moving rapidly, but you have
the strength and swiftness of mind to
keep up. You can seize great opportu-
nities when you team up with others. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

This is a good day for getting out of the
trenches and into the air for a fresh, new
perspective on a situation, Pisces. Don't
dwell on things beneath or behind you.
Keep looking up. Pick up the phone and
call a close friend you haven't spoken
with in a while. There may be a great deal
of catching up to do. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Don't twiddle your thumbs today waiting
for someone else to make the first move,
Aries. The burning restlessness inside
you is a clear sign that things have to
happen. Don't wait any longer to quench
this thirst for adventure. There are
important things to be accomplished, so
get off the couch and move. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Keep yourself open to all the possibilities
that the day brings, Taurus. You'll be sur-
prised at the incredible opportunities that
come your way when you stop judging peo-
ple and their actions. This is a time to be
humorous and social (from an appropriate
distance). Keep things light, and remember
to keep a healthy perspective on any situa-
tion. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Make sure there's an equal amount of
give and take in your day, Gemini.
Sometimes when you love someone,
you just want to keep giving and giving
to demonstrate your incredible love. Be
sure that you aren't draining yourself of
valuable energy that you need for your-
self, because maintaining your health is
absolutely critical now. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may be at a point where you just want
to stop and rest, Cancer. This is the time to
do so. You deserve a break, so take this day
and enjoy yourself. While there's often
more fun to be had in numbers, the current
reality of social distancing translates this
into conference calls and online parties, so
plan accordingly. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Don't let things bother you, Leo. Have
confidence that you're on the right
track. Your strong will and erratic
habits will prove quite effective on a
day like today, when things are floun-
dering and indecision abounds. It's
your opportunity to grab the reins
where other people have dropped
them. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Frolic in a wide-open field today, Virgo.
Pick some wildflowers and put them in a
vase on your kitchen table. If you can't
leave the house or go beyond the back
yard, do something equivalent to frolick-
ing and picking. Small things can bring
sunshine and hope to a stagnant situa-
tion. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Tap into the electrifying energy of a
day that encourages safe, appropri-
ate social interactions and activities,
Libra. You'll find plenty of oxygen to
keep your internal fire raging. Take
the lead and others will follow eager-
ly. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Social contact may be limited to Zoom
conversations and waving to masked
strangers on the street, Scorpio, but the
factors of risk and reward are still in play.
From the remove of safe social distanc-
ing, the "dangerous stranger" myth is
more about fear of the unknown than
about imminent physical threat. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Take off to the stars today, Sagittarius, and
keep your mind and heart open to all that's
possible when you have faith in yourself and
the work you do. Mastery of a skill comes
when you have the guts to always take it to
the next level. Consider different areas of
your life that require more of that confi-
dence at this time. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The masculine and feminine sides of your
personality should be working together
well today, Capricorn. The key is to keep
the energy moving. Try not to stagnate on
any one issue. Use your words and nur-
turing abilities to soothe others' worries.
Actively direct your energy outward with
the tender sensitivity that you possess
within. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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It’ only a reel
marriage, wait

for the real one,
says Kiara

Varun Dhawan hints at OTT debut soon

T
his week in &TV
shows, the character
will disguise them-

selves in a new avatar to
entertain viewers. About
&TV's Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai? Sakina Mirza
shares, “The entire haveli
is engrossed in the popu-
lar Saas-Bahu serial
'Hazaaron Sazzishin Aisi.'
Both Shanti (Farhana
Fatema) and Sakina
(Akansha Singh) miss the
main portion of the show
because of Mirza (Pawan
Singh) and Mishra's
(Ambrish Bobby) hunger,
and they blame their hus-
bands. Later, Shanti and
Sakina discuss the serial
with Paro, and through
her, they learn of
Madhurima's exclusive
saree sale, which they de-
mand from Mirza and
Mishra in exchange for
forgiveness. Mirza and
Mishra get up early in the
morning to go shopping
for sarees, but they sleep
there. Meanwhile, Bittu
(Annu Awasthi) and Gang,
on the other hand, go out

and buy sarees for their
loved ones. Mishra and
Mirza call Adi to check on
their wives' moods, and
Adi warns them not to
come empty-handed, mak-
ing them nervous.
Disturbed by their wives’
addiction to the show, both
cut the cable wire. But
their plan gets fails when
Madhurima advises their
wives to go and watch the
serial at a neighbour's
house, causing Mirza and

Mishra to do all the house-
hold chores and further
prompting them to plot an
act of revenge against
Madhurima. What will be
Mirza and Mishra’s re-
venge plan?"

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai? at 9:30 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai at 10:30 pm, airing
every Monday to Friday
only on &TV!

New character, new disguise
to entertain viewers

I
t is rightly said ‘The
depth of your struggle,
determines the height

of your success’, one such
great example of success is
the 90s romance king Udit
Narayan. The evergreen
singer has shouldered
every second Bollywood
song back in the 90’s with
his rhythmic and wonder-
ful voice; making us want
to hear more of him. His
contribution to the Indian
music industry remains
unmatched. And, celebrat-
ing this legendary music
maestro and the glorious
musical era of the 90s with
much galore will be Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s Superstar
Singer 2’s Saturday
episode themed ‘90s songs
of 90s’. Promising to be a
90’s kids delight, the
episode will be graced by
the musical tri-murti of
the 90s - Udit Narayan,
Anuradha Paudwal and
Superstar Singer 2 judge
Alka Yagnik. Not only will

they bring in some 90s nos-
talgia but will also reveal
some interesting tidbits
about the 90s and some of
their popular composi-
tions.

Udit Narayan 
reminisces his childhood 
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Paris, May 29 (AP): 

Yet another Champions
League title for Real Madrid,
the undisputed king of
Europe.

Madrid became European
champion for a record-ex-
tending 14th time double the
number of any other team
on the continent after beat-
ing Liverpool 1-0 in a final
that started 37 minutes late
because of disturbing
scenes outside the Stade de
France on Saturday.

It evoked memories of the
violence that marred the
European Championship
final at Wembley Stadium 10
months ago.

Brazil winger Vin cius J
nior was the match-winner,
applying a close-range fin-
ish in the 59th minute from
Federico Valverde's drive
across the face of goal, while
goalkeeper Thibaut
Courtois took just as many
plaudits by making breath-
taking saves by Sadio Mane
and Mohamed Salah.

"Today nobody was going
to get in my way," Courtois
said. "I was going to win a
Champions League no mat-

ter what." It gave Madrid
coach Carlo Ancelotti a
fourth European Cup title,
the most ever for a manager

in the competition's history,
and completed the
Champions League-La Liga
double for a Spanish giant

for whom winning titles is
ingrained in its culture.

And this time, there was
no need for the kind of stir-
ring comeback that Madrid
had to produce in getting
past Paris Saint-Germain,
defending champion
Chelsea and Manchester
City in the knockout stage. It
might go down as the most
grueling run to the title in
the long history of the com-
petition

"We are the best," Madrid
striker Karim Benzema
said.

"It was a very difficult
competition for us and we
deserved to win this final.
With all the history this
team has, we showed every-
one that we are always
here."

Playing its 64th game of
the season, Liverpool just
couldn't find a way past
Courtois, who tipped Mane's
first-half shot onto the post
and produced an even better
save to turn away Salah's ef-
fort in the 81st.

Srinagar, May 29 (PTI): 

Former Australian crick-
eter and World Cup-win-
ning coach Dav Whatmore
on Sunday said Umran
Malik was a breath of fresh
air in the world of pace
bowling and expressed
hope that the 22-year-old
goes from strength to
strength.

Whatmore, who arrived
in Srinagar as part of a
camp at a private school
here, said many youngsters
from J-K would like to emu-
late the pace sensation.

Umran Malik is a breath
of fresh air for the speed
and pace bowling. He has
been wonderful to the point
that he was retained by his
(IPL) franchise which is a
big thing. I am sure there
are a lot of youngsters in
this state that would like to
emulate Malik, the crick-
eter, who has in past
coached Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, and Bangladesh
among other teams, told re-
porters.

He congratulated Malik

for being selected in the
India cricket team

Let's hope he does well.
Congratulations to him for
being selected in the Indian
squad. We all hope that he
goes from strength to
strength, Whatmore said.
Asked about his favourites
for the IPL final match to be
played between Rajasthan

Royals and Gujarat Titans,
Whatmore said it is really
good for the IPL for those
two teams to be playing in
the finals. I am not sure
which way to go. There are
good reasons for both to
win the IPL. Maybe later in
the day, I will have some
leaning, but both are very
very good teams, he said.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

Para-canoeist Prachi
Yadav created history by
becoming the first Indian
to clinch a bronze medal
in women's VL2 200m
event at the Paracanoe
World Cup at Poznan,
Poland.

Prachi bagged the
bronze with a timing of
1:04.71 seconds behind sil-
ver medallist Brianna
Hennessy of Canada
(1:01.58s) and gold medal-
list Susan Seipel of
Australia (1:01.54s).

It is India's best-ever per-
formance in the event
which started on May 26
and will end on Sunday.

Besides, Manish Kaurav
(KL3 men 200m) and
Manjeet Singh (VL2 men
200m) made it to the finals
of their respective events

for the first time in the his-
tory of the tournament.

Jaideep qualified for the
semifinals of VL3 men's

200m event but could not
progress further.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI):

Arjun Rehani and
Deepshikha Singh
emerged victories in the
men's and women's singles
categories at the Delhi
State Ranking Badminton
Championship here on
Sunday.

Top seed Arjun got the
better off Sidhant Chopra
22-20 21-12 in the men's
final, while Deepshikha
stunned fourth seeded
Khushi Thakkar 21-12 15-
21 21-8 in an hour and 2
minutes in the women's
summit clash.

In under 19, girls sin-
gles, Isobel Kuriyan
shocked top seed Ishita
Negi 21-15 21-15 to emerge
champion, while S
Ginpaul saw off ninth
seed Sataksh Singh 21-13
16-21 21-6 to finish at the

top in u-19 boys singles. It
was the second edition of
the tournament, which
was postponed in March
due to restrictions in wake
of the COVID-19 pandemic
early this year.

"This is just the second
among a series of tourna-
ments to follow, starting
with interschool, inter
academy and even bad-
minton leagues. The more
the competition, the more
the opportunity and expo-
sure," Delhi Capital
Badminton Association
(DCBA) president Dr
Ameeta Singh said.

Taking about the tour-
nament, Singh said: "We
had over 1500 matches in
12 courts. It was the sec-
ond tournaments with a 60
% rise in prize money and
there was all categories
from U-13 to +75 masters.

Mangalore, May 29 (PTI) 

Karnataka's Ramesh Budhial
outwitted Tamil Nadu's Ajeesh
Ali to be crowned as the new
national champion in the
men's open surf category on
the final day of the third edi-
tion of the Indian Open of
Surfing here on Sunday.
Sugar Banarse and Sofiya
Sharma were crowned the
national champions in the
women's open and Groms Girls
16 & Under categories respec-
tively, while Tamil Nadu's
Kishore Kumar claimed the
title in the groms boys 16 &
Under category.
The day began with the semifi-
nals of the men's open surf
category which saw Ramesh
along with Tamil Nadu's Ajeesh
Ali, Sathish Sarvanan & Ruban
V advancing into the finals.
The finals were a treat to
watch with Ramesh displaying

some breathtaking maneuvers,
which impressed the judges
and helped him to clinch the
national title. Ramesh finished
with a total score of 16.33,
while runner's up Ajeesh Ali
finished with 15.67 points.
Sathish Sarvanan finished third
with 13 points. "I am so happy.
It is a great feeling to be the
national champion. The field
was tough, and Ajeesh was
spectacular, but I was here
today to put in my best effort
and I am glad I could do that,"
Ramesh said in a release.
In women's open surf competi-
tion, 16-year-old Sugar
Banarse from Goa scored a
total of 14.50 points while run-
ner up Srishti Selvam earned
13.40 points. Karnataka's
Sinchana Gowda finished third
with 10.20 points. In total,
Tamil Nadu won six medals fol-
lowed by Karnataka (5) and
Goa (2) in the competition.

Paris, May 29 (AP): 

It's been so long since
No. 1-ranked Iga Swiatek
lost 31 matches now and
even since she ceded so
much as a set that last hap-
pened more than a month
ago that she could be for-
given if she couldn't recall
how to react when in trou-
ble on a tennis court.

Which is why it was
worth watching as the 2020
French Open champion
navigated a couple of
tricky spots in the third
round at Roland Garros on
Saturday.

Turns out Swiatek did-
n't panic and didn't allow
thoughts about this domi-
nant run coming to an end
distract her in what would
become a 6-3 7-5 victory

against hard-hitting
Danka Kovinic of
Montenegro.

"Thinking about all
these stats, it's not really
helpful. So basically I try
to be really strict in terms
of my thoughts and try to
really focus on ... finding

solutions," said Swiatek, a
20-year-old from Poland
whose last name is pro-
nounced shvee-ON'-tek.

"The thoughts are there,
but I'm accepting that."

Kovinic also got a too-
close-for-comfort look at
Swiatek's predecessor atop

the WTA rankings, the
since-retired Ash Barty,
during a 6-0, 6-0 loss at the
Australian Open in
January.

After Saturday's set-
back, Kovinic said she was
dealing with a nerve issue
in her right shoulder and
felt tingling in that arm
and two of her fingers. She
also said she made sure to
deliver a message to
Swiatek when they shook
hands at the net.

"I told her, Keep going.'
It's really great for tennis,
for our sport, what she's
doing. Obviously, she has
something extra that the
rest of us don't have," the
95th-ranked Kovinic said.

"She has something spe-
cial. What it is, I don't
know."

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

A newly elected body of
the All India Football
Federation should be in
place by September end
and a modified constitu-
tion will be submitted to
the Supreme Court by
July 15, Committee of
Administrators (CoA)
member S. Y. Quraishi
said on Sunday.

The Supreme Court had
on May 18 appointed a
three-member CoA head-
ed by former top court
judge AR Dave to manage
the affairs of the AIFF
and form its constitution
in line with the National
Sports Code and model
guidelines. Former Chief

Election Commissioner
Quraishi and ex-Indian
football team captain
Bhaskar Ganguly are the
other members of the
CoA.

"The election process
will take six to eight
weeks to complete. Then
by the end of September, a
newly elected body should
be in position," said
Qureshi.

"The CoA, led by myself,
has submitted a draft con-
stitution after long delib-
eration to the Supreme
Court which was not ac-
cessible to the public for a
long time.

"However, now that the
SC has asked the draft
constitution to be made

public, we are also looking
for suggestions and feed-
back on the same. Taking
these into consideration,
we expect to submit a
modified version of the
Constitution by July 15."

Quraishi and Ganguly
were made administrators
by the SC in 2017 to formu-
late the constitution of the
AIFF in consonance with
the National Sports Code.
They had submitted a
draft constitution to the
SC in a sealed cover in
January 2020.

"Hopefully, by July 21,
we will have an approved
constitution as there are
various notices and clari-
fications on the electoral
role.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

India's Rudrankksh
Balasaheb Patil finished
seventh in the men's 10m
air rifle competition at the
ISSF Combined World Cup
in Baku, Azerbaijan, on
Sunday. The 18-year-old
Junior World
Championship silver
medallist had made the
top eight stage on
Saturday, finishing fourth
in qualification. Serbia's
Lazar Kovacevic won gold,
Croatian Miran Maricic
silver and Kazakh Islam
Usseinov won bronze.

Rudrankksh shot 153.7
in the ranking round to
bow out first along with
Poland's Maciej
Kowalewicz.

Madrid wins Champions League
final marred by crowd chaos

Real Madrids Marcelo lifts the trophy as players celebrate winning the Champions League final 
soccer match between Liverpool and Real Madrid at the Stade de France in Saint Denis near Paris.

Umran Malik ‘breath of fresh’ 
air for pace bowling: Whatmore

Para-canoeist Prachi Yadav bags
bronze in Paracanoe World Cup

India's para-canoeist Prachi Yadav with her bronze medal at the Paracanoe World Cup at Poznan, Poland.

Ramesh, Sugar crowned
National Champions at
Indian Open of Surfing

Arjun, Deepshikha win titles
at Delhi State Ranking

Badminton Championship

No. 1 Swiatek finds focus at French Open amid 31-match run Rudrankksh finishes
seventh at Baku

Shooting World Cup

AIFF’s new elected body should be in
position by September end: Quraishi

Dubai, May 29 (PTI): 

Manisha Ramadass
claimed two gold medals,
while Paralympic champi-
on Pramod Bhagat also se-
cured the yellow metal at
the 4th Fazza Dubai Para
Badminton International
here on Sunday.

In women's SU5 catego-
ry, Manisha defeated
Japan's Akiko Sugino 21-17
21-11 and then combined
with Mandeep Kaur to out-
wit Thailand's Nipada
Saensupa and Chanida
Srinavakul 21-9 21-13 in
just 21 minutes.

In men's singles SL3,
Bhagat, who won two gold
medals at the recent
Bahrain 2022

International, defeated
compatriot Nitish Kumar
19-21 21-17 21-17 to emerge
victories.

"I am very happy to keep
the winning momentum
in singles, but unfortu-
nately, we fell short in
mixed doubles. This win
will boost my preparation
and training for Canada
International," the 33-year-
old Bhagat said.

"Manisha is really a
good emerging player in
SU5 and I am sure we will
deliver good results in fu-
ture," Bhagat added.

Manasi Joshi also
claimed gold in SL3, beat-
ing fellow Indian Mandeep
Kaur 16-21 24-22 21-14 in 43
minutes.

Manisha Ramadass win
twin gold medals at Fazza

Dubai Para Badminton Monaco, May 29 (PTI): 

India's Jehan Daruvala took his
fourth podium of the Formula
2 season with a second-placed
finish at the iconic Monaco
street track.
The 23-year-old chalked up the
landmark result, his 11th
Formula 2 podium, in
Saturday's sprint race.
The Prema Racing driver had
lined up third on the grid. He
got a good getaway but had to
take avoiding action to dodge
stalled pole-sitter Jake Hughes
which allowed team mate
Dennis Hauger into the lead.
Jehan slotted into second and
gave chase but was unable to
find a way past on the twisting
streets of the Principality,
notorious for being difficult to
overtake on, with the top six,
except Hughes, finishing in the
order in which they started.

Still, Jehan took home his first
Monaco podium, the Red Bull-
backed racer going up to the
hallowed Royal Box to receive
his trophy. Jehan followed up
his sprint podium with a
points-scoring finish in
Sunday's feature race.
He started 8th but was
squeezed into the wall at the
start.
He opted for a similar strategy
to the one he used in Saudi
Arabia, where he went from
14th to third, choosing to start
on the softer tyre and stop
early.
But an inopportune safety car
allowed those running further
up the field to bank a 'free'
pit-stop. That denied drivers
like Jehan, who had stopped
early and were closing the gap
to rivals scheduled to pit later,
the chance to vault past them
through the stops.

Jehan secures maiden
podium in Monaco

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

India's Smit Toshniwal suf-
fered a straight-game loss in
the women's singles semi-
finals after an impressive
week at the Austrian Open
International series in Graz on
Sunday. Sixth seed Toshniwal,
who had reached the finals of
Odisha Super 100 and
Slovenia International, lost
13-21 11-21 to top seed Wen
Chi Hsu of Chinese Taipei in
28 minutes.
The 21-year-old from Nasik,
who trains at Chetan Anand
Badminton Academy in
Hyderabad, had defeated
compatriot Keyura Mopati in
the quarterfinals. In the earli-
er rounds, she had beaten
Indonesia's Mutiara Ayu
Pusapitasari and England's
Estelle Van Leeuwen.

Toshniwal loses in
semifinals of

Austrian Open
International series

Pune, May 29 (PTI): 

Supernovas' triumphant
captain Harmanpreet Kaur
on Saturday said that her
side knew that the Women's
T20 Challenge final against
Velocity could go down to
the wire.

In the end, Supernovas
beat Velocity by four runs in
a tense match to win their
third title in four editions.
But, it was not an easy win
as Laura Wolvaardt threat-
ened to almost single-hand-
edly took Velocity within
striking distance of a sensa-
tional win, with a blazing 65
not out off 40 balls.

"My heartbeat was nor-
mal," she said when asked
about the tense last min-
utes. English left-arm spin-
ner Sophie Ecclestone con-

ceded 12 runs in the final
over from which Velocity
needed 17 to pull off a stun-
ning win.

"I knew this game was
going to be like that only
and I was prepared for the
game to go down to the wire.
Great effort by the girls. We
never felt we won the game
and we knew anything
could happen."

Velocity's opening pair of
Shafali Verma and Yastika
Bhatia made a flying start to
their run chase of 166, by
scoring 28 off the first two
overs but they later suffered
a batting collapse before
Wolvaardt raised their
hopes. "First over was not in
our favour but I knew if we
get two early wickets, match
can turn for us. At the right
moment we were getting the

wickets. When Pooja start-
ed, we planned something
else, but she wasn't able to
bowl what we were think-
ing. It happens. "The way
Sophie bowled it was out-
standing. She was quite con-
fident. If you have a bowler
who is so confident, half the
job is done. I was just giving
her placement and she was
bowling the way she wanted
to bowl.

"When you have team-
mates who always want to
play each and every mo-
ment, you do that whether
it's in your favour or not."

Player of the match as
well as player of the tourna-
ment, Deandra Dottin, for
her 44-ball 62 and two wick-
ets for 28 runs, said she felt
good to be a part of this
event.

We knew game could go down
to the wire: Harmanpreet

J’khand to get WHO award
for tobacco control

Dhanbad, May 29 (PTI): 

Recognising its efforts
in controlling tobacco con-
sumption, the World
Health Organization
(WHO) has selected
Jharkhand for the World
No Tobacco Day (WNTD)
Award-2022, an official
said on Sunday. Stata
Tobacco Control Cell of
the Health Department
will receive the award on
the occasion of World No
Tobacco Day in New Delhi
on May 31, Jharkhand's
nodal officer of National
Tobacco Control
Programme (NTCP) Lalit
Ranjan Pathak told PTI.

"It's a great achievement
for Jharkhand, which
could be possible only due

to political and adminis-
trative supports that to-
bacco control cell has got
in implementing the pro-
gramme," Pathak said.
NTCP was launched in
Jharkhand in 2012 when
the tobacco prevalence
rate in the state was 51.1
per cent, of which 48 per
cent were smokeless users,
according to the Global
Adult Tobacco Survey
(GATS)-1 report. The
GATS-2 report, which was
published in 2018, said to-
bacco users came down to
38.9 per cent in the state, of
which 35.4 per cent were
smokeless users. "To bring
it further down,
Jharkhand initiated a slew
of measures between 2018
and 2022," Pathak said.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

Simran Randhawa
recalls using a toy
phone to make imagi-
nary calls to "talk" to
her father, Major
Sukhvinder Singh
Randhawa, who was
killed during an anti-

militancy operation in
Pulwama in 1997 when she
was just 18 months old.

Narrating her experi-
ence in her book 'Cost of
War', Simran says it is easy
to chant for war and action
from the safety of one's
home but there is a price
for every victory. "I wanted
to write a book to describe
how a child feels after he or

she has lost father. War
does not just end with fall-
en soldiers.

It also leaves behind the
tattered lives of their fami-
lies," 26-year-old Simran,
currently studying psychol-
ogy in Canada, said. Her fa-
ther, Major Randhawa, was
awarded Kirti Chakra
posthumously after he laid
down his life but only after
killing two terrorists on
June 17, 1997. She was 18
months at that time.

Her mother, Lt Col R J
Randhawa, was the first
married women officer
commissioned in the Army
and the credit goes to
Ranjana Malik, the then
president of the Army

Wives Welfare Association,
who pursued her case
through her husband and
then Army chief Gen Ved
Prakash Malik.

"It was a case closely fol-
lowed by Ranjana and I had
a meeting with the then
Raksha Mantri (Defence
Minister) Mulayam Singh
Yadav, who gave clearance
for relaxing the rules and
allowing her to be commis-
sioned in the army," Malik
said at the book launch.

In the book, Simran talks
about moments of her life
where she missed her fa-
ther and questioned those
who indulge in warmon-
gering. "...it is easy to chant
for war and action from the

safety of your own homes.
It is easy to talk about the
inaction of the Army or the
government when you are
looking at a TV screen and
not a hail of bullets.

"Every time you demand
war, think of us. I think we,
as a country, sometimes for-
get that there is a price for
every victory. We forget
until you pass by a war me-
morial and see the never-
ending names, we forget
until you see someone like
me cry, and our lives ru-
ined. I think sometimes we
forget that there are lives
that bleed for each victory,"
she writes.

She remembered her
visit to the National War

Memorial where everyone
sees a stone for all the fall-
en soldiers. "And towards
the end you see rows of
empty stones, waiting for
soldiers to fall. What an
ominous sight, to expect
more bloodshed. In a way it
is practical to have room
for more stones, but in
every other way, it is utterly
heartbreaking," she said.

Having preserved her
every single memory,
Simran writes that people
generally say that children
forget with the passage of
time. "Well let me tell you
something, they don't. They
might not remember details
or facts, but they remember
how they feel," she said.

Acid attack survivors defy 
norms with another cafe 

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

Acid attack survivors
continue to make strides
in the mainstream world,
opening now a third caf ,
and fittingly naming it
Sheroes'. Sheroes is com-
pletely managed by acid
attack survivors right
from the kitchen to the
sales counter and aims to
spread awareness about
acid attacks and similar
crimes. The latest caf
came up on the campus of
Noida International stadi-
um in Sector 21 with col-
laboration of Noida
Authority.

Rupa, an acid attack
survivor from
Muzaffarnagar and one of
the managers, said that
after 2014, when the first
such joint was opened in
Laxmi Nagar, many more
survivors came forward
deciding to shed the bag-
gage of their pain. "The
idea was to have one plat-

form for all such sur-
vivors as most of them
are not so educated. Most
people give up their stud-
ies after such incidents,"
Rupa told PTI. Her own
life came to a standstill
after she was attacked by
her stepmother in 2008.

"After the attack, my fa-
ther disowned me. My
brother and I had grown
up in Faridabad with my
uncle and aunty. They
supported us immensely.
They've been like parents
to us," Rupa said.

Anshu Rajput, 24, from

Bijnor, did not lose hope
even as she was faced peo-
ple's apathy after becom-
ing victim of an acid at-
tack in 2015. "Acid attack
survivors face discrimina-
tion on a different level al-
together. It becomes diffi-
cult facing people. They
pass comments on us,
judge us, don't give us
jobs," Anshu told PTI.

She said she was at-
tacked with acid by a 55-
year-old man, who
claimed to love her. The
man was arrested later
and was sent to prison for
life. Anshu said that the
caf initiative boosted
their confidence by a great
magnitude. "Earlier, I al-
ways used to make sure
that I cover my face while
stepping out of my house.
That has changed now
after being associated
with other survivors. I
don't feel ashamed to show
my face to anyone any-
more," she said.

IIT Delhi study reveals mechanisms 
driving SARS-CoV-2 evolution in humans

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

Researchers at the
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Delhi
have revealed the mecha-
nisms driving the evolu-
tion of SARS-CoV-2 in hu-
mans which can help in
better understanding of
COVID-19's pathogenesis,
immune evasion and
emergence of variants of
concern.

According to the seven-
member research team,
CpG (a cytosine followed
by a guanine) numbers in
virus genomes have been
linked to host-switching,
the efficiency of virus
replication, immune eva-
sion and the ability of a
virus to cause disease.

The researchers found
that the rate of CpG deple-
tion from SARS-CoV-2
genomes rapidly decreas-
es after the first few
months of evolution in
humans. The research has
been published in a jour-
nal, Molecular Biology
and Evolution, and is ti-
tled "The Slowing Rate of
CpG Depletion in SARS-
CoV-2 Genomes is
Consistent with
Adaptations to the Human
Host".

"Zinc-finger antiviral
protein (ZAP) is a host
protein that can bind to
CpG-rich regions in
SARS-CoV-2, the causative
agent of the COVID-19
pandemic, and recruits
other host proteins to de-

grade the viral RNA.
Several viruses including
HIV-1, Influenza A virus
and SARS-CoV-2 prefer to
reduce their CpG content
(by losing CpGs) to min-
imise the host immune re-
sponse, thus allowing bet-
ter virus replication and
survival," Vivekanandan
Perumal from the
Kusuma School of
Biological Sciences, IIT
Delhi told PTI.

"The team analysed
over 1.4 million full-length
SARS-CoV-2 sequences
from across the world.
They found that the rate of
CpG depletion from SARS-
CoV-2 genomes rapidly de-
creases after the first few
months of evolution in
humans.

Vintage steam roadroller, antique press machine await rescue
Patna, May 29 (PTI):

A rare over a century-
old steam road roller built
by a British company that
was once used by the
Patna District Board for
constructing roads is lan-
guishing in a corner of
the district collectorate
campus, many of whose
historic buildings have
been demolished in the
last two weeks.

The main building of
the district board built in
1938, a Dutch-era record
room building barring its
small frontage, and a cen-
turies-old historic build-
ing near it, have been
razed while more struc-

tures await dismantling
for a redevelopment proj-
ect which has triggered
grief among heritage
lovers in India and
abroad.

The road roller, manu-
factured by John Fowler
and Co, Leeds, England,
currently lies parked in
an open area in front of
the Dutch-era district en-
gineer's office building
situated on the banks of
the Ganga river, its iron
wheels semi-buried in
ground even as labourers
shift old files and stocked
material from the iconic
building and other struc-
tures, also marked for
demolition.

However, talks are on
between the district

board authorities and
Patna Museum authori-

ties to shift this vintage
beauty, perhaps a rare
specimen of steam-pow-
ered road roller, to the
premises of the historic
museum, as there is a
risk of the old machine
getting damaged or worse
buried in debris as demo-
lition activity is being
carried out using bulldoz-
ers, officials said.

"We have spoken with a
senior official at Patna
Museum and informed
him about this heritage
road roller that we have,
though it needs restora-
tion. We have also told
them about a very rare,
historic printing press
machine that we possess,

which is housed in the
district engineer's office
building, said Kumari
Stuti, Chairperson,
District Board Patna.

Unfortunately, this
building is also set to be
demolished, so we
thought at least these rare
relics of the past be pre-
served for the future gen-
erations," Stuti said.

A team of two senior of-
ficials had recently visit-
ed the collectorate cam-
pus and inspected the
road roller, the vintage
printing machine and
other items of historic in-
terest, amid mountains of
rubble lying in the 12-acre
complex.

‘Ayurveda is science of 
life, no alternative to it’

Ujjain, May 29 (PTI): 

President Ram Nath
Kovind on Sunday called
upon Ayurveda experts to
promote research in the
field, saying there is no al-
ternative to this tradition-
al Indian system of medi-
cine so far in rural parts of
the country. "Ayurveda is
the science of life," he said
at a function after inaugu-
rating the 59th meet of the
All India Ayurveda
Conference, and dedicated
a government Ayurveda
College here to the people.

India is a country of vil-
lages and has the tradi-
tional medicine system -
Ayurveda. No alternative
medical system has taken
its place yet, Kovind said.
He called upon experts in
Ayurveda to work towards
boosting research, docu-

mentation and validation
in the field and make this
Indian medical system
popular. "It is time to un-
derstand the knowledge of
Ayurveda more deeply.
Scientists should meet the
challenge because the
need of the hour is to de-
liver techniques to the
world. This is a big chal-
lenge for all of us. I am

hopeful that all of you take
it (challenge) up and
progress," he added. "It is a
matter of pride that re-
search in Ayurveda is
being done in around 20
countries of the world, in-
cluding Mauritius," the
president said. People's in-
clination towards
Ayurveda grew during the
testing times of COVID-19

pandemic, when it saved
many lives, he noted. "It is
expected from the people
associated with research
to make Ayurveda more ef-
fective and popular to treat
diseases and pandemics.
There are many systems of
medicines in the world,
but Ayurveda is different
from them," he added.

The word pathy is at-
tached to different systems
of medicines (allopathy, ho-
meopathy) in the world.
Pathy means a system for
treatment of diseases. But
Ayurveda provides health
care - treatment with stress
on disease prevention, he
said, adding, "Efforts are
made to figure out the root
cause of the disease and
eliminate it. We all are
privileged to have such a
rich traditional knowledge
of Ayurveda."
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Passengers deboard Maitree Express train as passenger train services between India and Bangladesh resume after
a gap of over two years owing to the Covid-19 pandemic, in Kolkata, Sunday.

SERVICES RESUME

Army personnel pay tribute to Lance Naik Bappaditya Khutia, who was amongst the seven army personnel who lost their
lives after their bus fell in the Shyok River in Ladakh on Friday, at his native village in West Medinipur district, Sunday.

FLORAL TRIBUTES

President Ram Nath Kovind virtually inaugurates the new
building of the Government Ayurved Medical College, in Ujjain. 

Daughter recalls using toy phone to
‘talk’ to her army officer father

Acid attack survivors pose for pictures during opening of a
cafe Sheroes, in Noida, Sunday.

Patna Collectorate demolition

A rare vintage steam roadroller built by a British company that
was earlier used by the District Board Patna authorities for
construction of roads, languishing in a corner of the district
collectorate campus, many of whose historic buildings have
been demolished in the past two weeks, in Patna, Sunday.
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Booked
MMuummbbaaii:: Mumbai police
have registered a case
against BJP spokesperson
Nupur Sharma for allegedly
making objectionable
remarks against Prophet
Muhammad during a televi-
sion news debate, an offi-
cial said on Sunday. The
case against her was regis-
tered at Pydhonie police
station in south Mumbai on
Saturday night on the basis
of a complaint lodged by
Irfan Sheikh, joint secre-
tary of Raza Academy, a
Muslim outfit, he said.

Encounter 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: An encounter
broke out between secu-
rity forces and militants
in Pulwama district of
Jammu and Kashmir on
Sunday, police said.
Based on a specific input
about the presence of
militants in the Gundipora
area of Pulwama in south
Kashmir, security forces
launched a cordon and
search operation there, a
police official said.

Resume 
KKoollkkaattaa:: assenger train
services between India
and Bangladesh resumed
on Sunday after an over
two-year gap owing to
the pandemic with the
flagging off of Bandhan
Express from Kolkata sta-
tion on way to Khulna in
the neighbouring country,
an Eastern Railway (ER)
official said here.

Mishap
MMuummbbaaii:: A 23-year-old
man died and his sister
was seriously injured
after they were hit by a
speeding car allegedly
driven by a person in a
heavily inebriated state in
the early hours of
Sunday, a Mumbai police
official said. 

Suicide
FFaatteehhppuurr:: An unmarried
couple, upset over their
family's resistance to their
marriage, allegedly
hanged themselves to
death in the house of one
of their relatives, police
said on Sunday. The two
were found hanging
together with the same
piece of cloth inside a
room in the house of the
boy's uncle in a village
under the Lalauli police
station area of the district
on late Saturday evening,
SHO Alok Kumar said.

RI 
TThhaannee:: A court here in
Maharashtra has sen-
tenced a man to 10 years'
rigorous imprisonment
for raping a woman in
2014. District Judge
(Kalyan court) S B
Kachre, in an order
passed on May 26, a copy
of which was made avail-
able on Saturday, also
imposed a fine of Rs
4,000 on the accused -
Vijay Divekar.
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A man rows a makeshift raft as
toxic foam floats in the polluted
Yamuna river, on a hot summer

day, in New Delhi, Sunday.
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New Delhi, May 29: 

A small passenger plane
operated by a private air-
line in Nepal crashed on
Sunday with 22 people on
board, including four
Indians, officials said. The
Tara Air aircraft took off at
9.55 AM from Pokhara, and
lost contact with the control
tower 15 minutes later, ac-
cording to an airline
spokesperson. The crashed
plane was later found at
Kowang village.

"According to the infor-
mation given by the locals,
the Tara Air plane crashed
at the mouth of the Lamche
river under the landslide of
Manapathi Himal. Nepal
Army is moving towards
the site from the ground
and air route," Army
spokesperson Narayan
Silwal was quoted as saying
by ANI.

Apart from the four

Indian nationals (who are
from Mumbai), two
Germans and 13 Nepali pas-
sengers were on board the
Twin Otter 9N-AET plane, a
spokesperson at the airlines

said. The airline issued the
list of passengers which
identified four Indians as
Ashok Kumar Tripathi,
Dhanush Tripathi, Ritika
Tripathi, and Vaibhawi

Tripathi. The aircraft was
scheduled to land at
Jomsom Airport in the
Western mountainous re-
gion at 10:15 am. The air-
craft lost contact with the

tower from the sky above
Ghorepani on the Pokhara-
Jomsom air route, aviation
sources said.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

The BJP on Sunday
announced 16 candidates for
the June 10 Rajya Sabha
polls, fielding Union ministers
Piyush Goyal and Nirmala
Sitharaman from
Maharashtra and Karnataka
respectively.
Of the 16 candidates, six are
from Uttar Pradesh. The
party has fielded two women
-- Darshana Singh and
Sangeeta Yadav -- from the
state. The party announced
the names of two candidates
each from Karnataka,
Maharashtra and Bihar and
one candidate each from
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand and Haryana.

The name of BJP general sec-
retary Dushyant Gautam, who
was a Rajya Sabha member
from Haryana, was missing
from the first list of candi-
dates.
The party has given ticket to
former MLA Krishan Lal
Panwar from Haryana.
Kavita Patidar will be the
party's nominee from Madhya
Pradesh, Ghanshyam Tiwari
from Rajasthan and Kalpana
Saini from Uttarakhand.
From Bihar, the party has
fielded Satish Chandra Dubey
and Shambhu Sharan Patel.
Anil Sukhdevrao Bonde has
been nominated from
Maharashtra and Jaggesh
from Karnataka, according to
a BJP release.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

Noting that the
number of unicorns in
India has reached the 100-
mark this month, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
on Sunday said that even
in the phase of the Covid
pandemic, Indian startups
have been creating wealth
and value with entrepre-
neurs emerging from
smaller cities and towns as
well.

In his monthly 'Mann ki
Baat' radio broadcast, the
prime minister said that
on the fifth of this month
the number of unicorns in
India reached the 100-
mark. "The total valuation
of these unicorns is more
than USD 330 billion, that
is, more than 25 lakh crore
rupees. Certainly, this is a

matter of pride for every
Indian," he said. "You will
also be surprised to know
that out of our total uni-
corns, 44 came up last year.
Not only that, 14 more uni-
corns were formed anew
in 3-4 months this year.
This means that even in
this phase of the global
pandemic, our startups
have been creating wealth
and value," he said.

Modi also pointed out
that the average annual
growth rate of Indian uni-
corns is more than those
of the USA, UK and many
other countries.

Analysts also say that in
the coming years there
will be a sharp spike in
these numbers, he added.

Noting that the uni-
corns are diversifying,
Modi said they are operat-
ing in many fields like E-
commerce, Fin-Tech, Ed-
Tech and Bio-Tech.

"Another thing which I
consider more important
is that the world of start-
ups is reflecting the spirit
of New India. Today,
India's startup ecosystem
is not limited to just big
cities; entrepreneurs are
emerging from smaller
cities and towns as well.

This shows that in India,
the one who has an inno-
vative idea, can create
wealth," he said.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

Even though the govern-
ment's flagship Jal Jeevan
Mission has on an average
covered 50 per cent rural
households in the country,
Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan
and Jharkhand continue to
have below 25 per cent cov-
erage of functional tap
water connection.

Uttar Pradesh has the
lowest coverage at 13.75 per
cent, followed by
Jharkhand at 20.01 per cent,
Chhattisgarh 23.26 per cent
and Rajasthan at 24.58 per
cent, according to official
data. The government's
flagship initiative aims to
provide safe and adequate
drinking water through in-
dividual household tap con-

nections by 2024 to all
households in rural India.
Of the 19.13 crore rural
households in the country,
9.59 crore of them have ac-
cess to functional tap water
connections.

Goa, Telangana,
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands, Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Daman and Diu,
Puducherry and Haryana
have already achieved 100
per cent household water
connections, while Punjab,
Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh
and Bihar have covered
more than 90 per cent
households and are pro-
gressing fast towards at-
taining the status of 'Har
Ghar Jal', according to offi-
cial data. On Uttar Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan
and Jharkhand, a senior of-
ficial said it was a matter of
concern and the Centre was
working with states to re-
solve the issues.

New Delhi, May 29:

Sidhu Moosewala,
Congress leader and
Punjabi singer, was shot
dead in Mansa district on
Sunday, a day after the
state government with-
drew his security cover.
Two other people were in-
jured in the firing. The in-
cident took place a day
after Punjab withdrew the
security of 424 people, in-
cluding  Moose Wala.

Shubhdeep Singh Sidhu
was popularly known by
his stage name Sidhu
Moose Wala. The attack
took place when  Moose
Wala and two of his
friends were driving to
their village Mansa in
Punjab. Moosewala's SUV
was sprayed with bullets
and he was found slumped
on his seat and bleeding

heavily. He was rushed to a
hospital where doctors de-
clared him brought dead.

The singer had joined
Congress in December last
year. In the 2022 Punjab
Assembly elections, Sidhu
Moose Wala had contested
from Mansa on a Congress
ticket. He was defeated by
Aam Aadmi Party's Dr
Vijay Singla.

Expressing anger and
shock over the attack, sev-

eral Congress leaders indi-
cated that Moosewala had
succumbed to his injuries
but there was no official
word on his condition.

"Shocking to hear about
death of #sidhumoose-
wala in a shootout-not
sharing the videos re-
ceived via WhatsApp due
to sensitivity but shot at
many times," Congress
national spokesperson
Jaiveer Shergill tweeted.

Shubhdeep Singh
Sidhu, known as Sidhu
Moosewala, was among
424 people whose security
was withdrawn by the
Punjab Police on
Saturday. The others in-
cluded former MLAs, two
Jathedars of Takht
Damdama Sahib and
Takht Kesgarh Sahib,
heads of Deras and serv-
ing and retired policemen.

Ahmedabad, May 29 (PTI):

The Department of
Posts has for the first time
delivered mail using a
drone as part of a pilot
project in Gujarat's Kutch
district, covering a dis-
tance of 46 km in 25 min-
utes, officials said on
Sunday.

The mail was sent by the
drone from Habay village
in Bhuj taluka to Ner vil-
lage in Bhachau taluka of
Kutch district by the
postal department under
the guidance of the Union
Ministry of
Communications, a re-
lease issued by the Press
Information Bureau (PIB)

in Ahmedabad said. "With
the success of this pilot
project, it will now be pos-
sible to make postal deliv-
eries by drone in future," it
said.

"Keeping pace with
modern technology, the
Indian Postal Department
has successfully tested for
the first time in the coun-
try's postal history a pilot
project to deliver mail
with the help of drone
technology in Kutch dis-
trict of Gujarat," the PIB
said.

As per the release, it
took 25 minutes for the
parcel to reach the destina-
tion located 46 km from
the originating point.

Motihari, May 29: 

A rare medical case has
come to light in Bihar's
Motihari, where a foetus
was found inside the stom-
ach of a 40-day-old infant.

Recently, a 40-day-old
baby was brought to the
Rahmania Medical Center
in Motihari for treatment.
The doctor was told that
the child felt bloated. Due
to the bloating, the baby
was not able to urinate
properly. To investigate
further, the doctor got the
child examined.

To find out the reason
for the bloating of the
stomach and the stoppage

of urine, Dr Tabrez Aziz of
Rahmania Medical Center
prescribed a computed to-
mography(CT) scan for
the patient. But the results
of the test left everyone in
shock when the doctors
found that a foetus had de-
veloped inside the infant's
stomach. Speaking to ANI
about this rare phenome-
non, Dr Tabrez Aziz said
that in medical terminolo-
gy, the case is called
'Foetus in fetu' or the pres-
ence of a foetus in the
stomach of the child.

He said that this is a
rare case that happens
only occurs in one out of
five lakh patients.

Jammu, May 29 (PTI): 

A Pakistani drone, car-
rying seven magnetic
bombs and as many UBGL
grenades, was shot down in
Jammu and Kashmir's
Kathua district on Sunday
shortly after it crossed into
the Indian side from across
the International Border, a
senior police officer said.

The incident occurred
ahead of the annual pil-
grimage to the Amarnath
cave shrine in south
Kashmir Himalayas for
which security has been
tightened. A police search
party picked up the move-

ment of the drone at the
border in Talli Hariya
Chak area in the morning
and fired at it, Additional
Director General of Police

(ADGP), Jammu, Mukesh
Singh said.

He said the drone was
brought down after being
hit by the ground fire.

Kochi, May 29 (PTI): 

Gujarat inde-
pendent MLA
Jignesh
Mevani has
expressed
hope that the
Congress may
not project
anyone as its
Chief
Ministerial can-
didate in the upcoming Assembly
polls in the Western state and a
"collective leadership" would be
taking on the ruling BJP. The Dalit
leader, who is closely working
with the Congress although he did
not join the party officially, said
the party should elect the face
emerging from the people's
movement to head the govern-
ment if it wins the elections.

Talking to PTI, Mevani, who was

here campaigning for Congress

candidate contesting the bypoll in

Thrikkakara Assembly constituen-

cy, however, said he was not in

the race for the top post.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

A lower pre-monsoon coal stock

at thermal power plants in India

is suggestive of another power

crisis in July-August, independ-

ent research organisation CREA

has said. The current coal stock

stands at 13.5 million tonnes at

pithead power stations and 20.7

MT cumulatively at all power

plants across the country.

"The data compiled from official

sources suggest that the coal

power plants are in no position

to address even a minor spike in

the power demand and there is

a need to plan for coal trans-

portation well in advance,"

Centre for Research on Energy

and Clean Air's (CREA) latest

report 'Failure to load: India's

power crisis is a coal manage-

ment crisis'.

Nepal plane with 22 on board crashes 
̈ Including 4 Indians

A team of climbers prepare to leave for rescue operations from the Tribhuvan International Airport
in Kathmandu, Nepal, Sunday.

The plane with 22 people on
board - four of them Indians -
that crashed in Nepal on
Sunday was tracked down
using the GPS location of the
pilot's phone, according to
local media reports quoting
airport authorities.
The plane was being flown by
Captain Prabhakar Ghimire.
"The cell phone of Captain
Ghimire of the missing air-
craft has been ringing and
Nepal Army's helicopter has
landed in the possible acci-
dent area after tracking the
captain's phone from Nepal
Telecom," Prem Nath Thakur,
general manager of
Kathmandu's Tribhuvan
International Airport, was
quoted as saying by Nepal's
MyRepublica news portal.

Pilot’s phone helped
track down plane 

Rajya Sabha polls

BJP fields Piyush Goyal from
Maha, Sitharaman from K’taka
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T ‘Indian startups created value,
wealth even during pandemic’

Noting that India is a rich
treasure house of lan-
guages, scripts and dialects,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the
country's diversity
"strengthens us and keeps
us united".
In his monthly 'Mann ki
Baat' radio broadcast, he
stressed on the diversity of
languages and cited the
example of Kalpana, a
native of Uttarakhand, who
scored 92 marks in Kannada
in the class 10th examina-
tion in Karnataka.

‘Diversity strengthens
us, keeps us united’

GUJARAT POLLS

‘Not in race
for CM post’

Jignesh Mevani

Ch’garh falls back in 
‘Jal Jeevan Mission’ target
̈ Less than 25 pc

households covered 

BEATING THE HEAT

Children eat ice cream on a hot summer day, in New Delhi, Sunday. 

Low-Coal Stock 

‘Power crisis
in July-Aug’

Punjabi singer Sidhu Moosewala shot dead

RARE MEDICAL CONDITION

Foetus found growing
inside 40-day-old baby

1st TIME IN INDIA

India Post delivers mail using
drone under pilot project

MAJOR SUCCESS

Pak drone, carrying magnetic
bombs, grenades, shot down

A Pakistani drone that was shot down by police near the international
border, in Kathua district, Sunday.
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Bhilai, May 29: Summer
camps are being organized
in the city under the
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation's initiative
"Khelbo Jeetbo au Garhbo
Nava Chhattisgarh''. The
summer camps are being
conducted in various
sports grounds of the
BMC area. These camps
are witnessing enthusias-
tic participation of youth
and kids. On the initiative
of Mayor Neeraj Pal, sum-
mer camps have been or-
ganized to promote sports
among the children and
youth of the city. Under
this programme, 30 sports
grounds have been select-

ed by the Sports and Youth
Welfare Department of
Bhilai Municipal
Corporation, where train-
ing of about 11 types of
sports is being provided by
the coaches. With the com-
mencement of the sum-
mer camp, the sports
grounds get filled with en-
thusiasm since morning.
To make the summer vaca-
tion fun, the youth and
children are out in the
ground from six in the
morning and are display-

ing their sports talents
under the guidance of the
coach. In Adarsh Udyan,
Sector 05, from 5:30 am on-
wards, children and adults
are practicing Zumba to
the tune of music. The
sport continues to be a
craze among children,
youth and women for fit-
ness. Various types of
sports grounds including
Lawn Tennis, Cricket,
Table Tennis, Boxing,
Football, Volleyball,
Basketball, Karate,

Kabaddi, etc have been
prepared by the Bhilai
Municipal Corporation ad-
ministration for different
sports. Holidays are going
on in the schools and col-
leges. This is a good oppor-
tunity to promote sports
activities, so that the play-
ers can get a chance to
hone their sports talents
in the sports facilities
built in the BMC area.
Common citizens can also
enjoying the sports and
recreational activities.

With the intention of pro-
moting sports activities
and giving a better plat-
form to the players, sum-
mer camps are being or-
ganized in the BMC limits
with the objective of
Khelbo Jeetbo au Gadbo
Nava Bhilai. Through this
initiative, the children and
youth of Bhilai will be
able to establish their
identity in the field of
sports. Aditya Singh, in-
charge of the Sports and
Youth Welfare

Department, is encourag-
ing the players by visiting
the grounds every morn-
ing. Summer camps are
being organised at Smriti
Nagar Lawn Tennis
Ground, Housing Board
Cricket Stadium, Jawahar
Nagar Housing Board
Sports Complex, Shanti
Nagar Football Ground,
Housing Board Cricket
Stadium, Jawahar Nagar
Housing Board Sports
Complex, Shanti Nagar
Football Ground, Shanti

Nagar Football Ground,
Sector 02 Central Avenue
Road , Shriram Chowk
Ground, Pt Deendayal
Stadium, Ward 48 Behind
Pump House BSP School,
Football Ground in Street
26 of Sector 05, Badminton
Court near Water Tank in
Sector 05, Badminton
Court on SPA in Sector 05,
Badminton Court on
Street 33 of Sector 05,
Pickle Ball Ground on
Street 33-34 in Sector 05,
Cricket Practice Pitch on
Street 30 of Sector 05,
Basketball Practice Pitch
in Sector 05 opposite Dome
Shed, Cross Street 4
Badminton Court in
Sector 05; Satsang Bhawan
near Badminton Court
Sector 07, Badminton
Court Sector 07, Aamdi
Nagar Vidya Niketan,
Badminton Court located

near Pari garden in
Hudco; Near Bengali
Durga Manch in Sector 7,
Badminton Court in
Sector 07, New Badminton
Court on Street 34 in
Sector 4, South Avenue
Park Badminton Court in
Sector 05.

Krishna Malik
BBhhiillaaii::  Arjun
Nagar (Ward
29) resident
Krishna Malik
left for heav-
enly abode at
the age of 39
years on

Sunday. Last rites of the mortal
remains were performed at
Ramnagar Muktidham. He was
the elder brother of journalist
and New Press Club of Bhilai
Nagar Secretary Santosh Malik. 

OBITUARY
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BMC organising summer camps for 11 games in 30 grounds

SAIL launches ‘SAIL 
Swarna Jayanti story writing

competition 2022’
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 29: Steel
Authority of India
Limited (SAIL), formed on
24th January, 1973, is cele-
brating its 50th year of in-
corporation. Mirroring
the spirit of the occasion
and as part of the various
activities planned to com-
memorate SAIL Swarna
Jayanti, the company has
launched a story writing
competition.

The theme of this bilin-
gual competition is 'SAIL's
contribution in Nation
building in the last five
decades'. This open to all
competition aims to en-
courage the participants
to showcase their creativi-
ty and writing skills. It is
an opportunity to write a

story on SAIL's role in na-
tion building and society
in the last five decades.
The details of the competi-
tion are available on the
company's social media
handles and its website
www.sail.co.in.

The last date of receiv-
ing entries for the competi-
tion via email is 25th
August, 2022 while the hard
copies will be accepted till
31st August, 2022. Every
entry has to be submitted
through both email at sail-
story2022@gmail.com and
post (hard copy).

The winners will be an-
nounced on SAIL's above-
mentioned website and its
various social media plat-
forms and will be awarded
with certificates and at-
tractive prizes.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 29: To experi-
ence divine love, one must
have equality in words,
thoughts, determination
and deeds. Love is a very
small word but it has a
very deep meaning. One
must bring equality in
thoughts and action to
carry on the divine love,
said Brahmakumari Asha
Didi (Head of
Brahmakumaris Centre in
Bhilai) while inaugurat-
ing the "Mamma Sam
Bane Tapasvi" pro-
gramme at
Brahmakumaris Centre in
Sector 7 on Sunday.

In the memory of
Mateshwari Jagtamba, the
first chief administrator

of Brahmakumaris,
"Mamma Sam Bane
Tapasvi" Yoga Penance
June Month is being or-
ganised at
Brahmakumaris Centres
across the Indore Zone.

She said that Tapasya is
not a separate life, but our
life should be an ascetic
life. There should be
penance in every action.
Mateshwari ji taught oth-
ers to live the same ascetic

life by living the same.
With this theme, Mamma
Sam Bane Tapasvi yoga
penance program was
launched in the entire
Indore zone. This pro-
gramme will be conducted
in the entire month of
June. In the first week, the
participants will practice
the power of concentra-
tion. In the second week,
they will realise the power
of fearlessness.

In the third week, they
will experience the power
of purity while all the
Brahma Vats will practice
the power of spirituality
in the fourth week. They
will remain in complete si-
lence for one day in a week
with perseverance, avoid-
ing unnecessary talks, and
giving attention to
thoughts. They will min-
imise the use of mobile
and social media during

this period.
At the outset, the

Brahmakumari sisters of
all the service centers lo-
cated in Bhilai formally
inaugurated the yoga pro-
gram by lighting the
lamps. While addressing
the morning session of
Rajyoga, Asha Didi said
that the organs of action
should be under your con-
trol as an employee. She
questioned whether the

Karmendriyas follow your
orders or you follow their
orders. They should be
obedient and faithful to
your orders.

Become a state officer
and hold the court of the
employees (sense organs)
every day, otherwise the
habits of wrong deeds be-
come firm and it takes a
lot of time and effort to
change the old sanskars.
That's why, keep checking
it again and again and
change the old sanskars.

Rajyogi means to act by
becoming the king of the
senses. The five elements
of nature obey the orders
of Rajyogi and do not
harm because our body is
also made of five elements,
she said.
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Bhilai, May 29: The PG
Department of Commerce
under the aegis of depart-
mental Association
Commzenith, ED Cell and
Institutional Innovation
Council Association, in
collaboration with our
MoU Partners Rungta
College of Engineering
and Technology, Bhilai
and Smt Radhadevi
Goenka College for
Women, Akola,
Maharashtra organized a
webinar on the topic
"Incubation and Start ups
in Higher Education" on
May 27, 2022. Dr Manoj
Varghese, Dean IIC, RCET
Bhilai and Varun
Agrawal, Owner of Varun
Industries, Akola,
Maharashtra were the re-
source persons on the oc-

casion. Dr Manoj
Varghese stressed
on How to build a
successful Startup.
He emphasized on
the potential key
factors that help to
set a start-up avoid-
ing which an indi-
vidual might not
successfully exe-
cute the business
idea. On the other
hand Varun
Agrawal, the sec-
ond resource per-
son, dealt with the
practical need and
importance of Incubators
and Accelerators in incu-
bating the business idea
and then expanding its po-
tential into a medium or
large scale enterprise. He
shared his personal expe-
riences with the partici-
pants. Principal of St

Thomas College Bhilai Dr
MG Roymon said that en-
trepreneurship and start-
ups is the need of tthe
hour and is required for
economic development.
The participants from
both the colleges included
the faculties and the stu-

dents. 127 participants reg-
istered and attended the
program. Dr Rupa Gupta
Asst Prof, Department of
Commerce, Smt
Radhadevi Goenka
College for women Akola
welcomed the
Participants. Dr Shubha

Diwan, Asst Prof
B i o t e c h n o l o g y
Department and Convenor
of ED Cell proposed the
Vote of thanks. Dr Prateek
Sharma, Asst Prof,
Department of
Commerce, St Thomas
College Bhilai conducted
the program. Dr Sapna
Sharma, Head
Department of
Commerce, St Thomas
College and Dr Ambadas B
Pandey, Head, Department
of Commerce, Smt
Radhadevi Goenka
College for Women Akola
Maharashtra congratulat-
ed the departments of
both the colleges for the
conduct of this program.
The students opined that
the session was fruitful for
them and would like to at-
tend such types of ses-
sions in future.

Illegal occupants evicted
from over 300 houses

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 29: The
Enforcement Squad of the
Town Administration
Department of Bhilai
Steel Plant is continuously
taking action against the
illegal occupants in Bhilai
Township. Continuous ac-
tion is being taken against
the land mafia and illegal
occupants. In the past, the
enforcement squad had
evicted 300 illegal occu-
pants from BSP quarters
in the township.

On Saturday, one house
of Sector-2 and five houses
of Risali sector were va-

cated from illegal occu-
pants and handed over to
the allottees and mainte-
nance office. These houses
have been sealed. So far,
300 houses of the township
have been vacated from il-
legal occupants under a
special campaign. Soon,
the special campaign will
be conducted against ille-
gal occupants in Sector-6,
4, 2 and 5. So far, 100 hous-
es have been vacated by
Operation Naseeb in
Risali.

Six acres of valuable
land have been freed from
illegal occupation by the
land mafia. The market
value of these BSP lands is
more than Rs 100 crore. 116
decrees passed from the
Estate Court were execut-
ed against them. So far,
four FIRs have been regis-
tered by the management
against the brokers and

land mafia in different po-
lice stations.

Continuous action will
be taken against the land
mafia and illegal occu-
piers. The enforcement de-
partment of Bhilai Steel
Plant has appealed to the
citizens to immediately in-
form the department
about the brokers settling
illegal occupiers, illegal
occupants residing in
their neighbourhood, etc.
The citizens are being
urged to inform the Police
and share the information
with the Enforcement
Department regarding
such illegal occupants.
The department has in-
structed the illegal occu-
pants to vacate the houses
voluntarily and not con-
duct any kind of transac-
tion / rent with the bro-
kers to avoid legal trouble
in future.

Summer camp organised 
in village Mahmara

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 29: With the
joint efforts of Language
and Learning
Foundation and
Education Department, a
summer camp pro-
gramme is being con-
ducted in the primary
schools of the district.
One such summer camp
was organized in village
Mahmara.

Primary and second-
ary school children, par-
ents and community
members participated.
Its main objective is to
enhance the level of de-
velopment of children
through playful learning,
fun and repetition of the
knowledge learned in
school.

During this camp, poet-
ry, story telling, story
reading, painting and
work learned in school
were repeated with the

children. During the
summer camp, Sarpanch
of village Mahmara,
Shiv Nishad and
Jhumuk narrated stories
to the children. On this
occasion, District

Coordinator of Neev
Program Hemant Sahu,
Block Coordinator
Pradeep Sharma, Vijay
Aditya, Jageshwar and
Shiksha Sarthi Jhumuk
were present.

Encroachment removed from
Supela - Gada Square Road

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 29: Nehru
Nagar Zone No 01 team car-
ried out anti-encroachment
drive on Gada Square to
Supela Square road the
other day. The team of rev-
enue and sanitation work-
ers demolished the ramps,
platforms, etc made from
concrete on the drains.
These illegal structures

were constructed by the
shopkeepers on the road
side over the storm water
drains. The team freed the
roadside drains from en-
croachments to ensure
proper drainage of storm
water during rainy season.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the BMC
Administration had served
notices to the shopkeepers
instructing them to remove

the encroachments from
the drains but they did not
remove the encroachments
even after repeated re-
minders.

Most of the shopkeepers
and businessmen had
blocked the drains by put-
ting debris in it and had
constructed slabs and lad-
ders etc on it. Many of
them had spread the
saleable goods on the road

due to which the sanitation
staff were unable to clean
the drains.

Denizens face great trou-
ble during rains as the
drains were blocked and
the roads get water logged
in absence of an effective
drainage system. In view of
all these circumstances, ac-
tion was taken against the
encroachment on the
drain.

It needs to be mentioned
here that Bhilai Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Prakash Surve has given in-
structions to the officers to
clean the drain by removing
the encroachment, so that
the proper drainage of
water could be ensured.

A large number of citi-
zens visit these markets to
buy goods. The shopkeep-
ers had encroached the
drains from Supela Gada
Chowk towards Ghari
Chowk. Taking the prob-
lem seriously, action was
taken by the enforcement
squad led by Assistant
Revenue Officer
Parmeshwar Chandrakar.

The team got the drains
cleaned by removing the
encroachments. Employees
of Revenue and Health
Department including
Zone 1 Health Officer Ankit
Saxena were present.

p BSP conducts 
eviction drive
against land mafia
and illegal occu-
pants

Webinar conducted on Incubation and 
Start-ups in Higher Education

‘Mamma Sum Bane Tapasvi’ yoga program
inaugurated at Brahmakumaris

Khelbo Jeetbo au
Garhbo Nava Bhilai
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‘VATSAVITRI PUJA’

Women performed rituals on occasion of ‘Vat-savitri’ seeking blessings for long life of
their better half.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29:
The PCC Chief Mohan
Markam has come back
from Delhi after holding
consultation with the
party High Command over
fianlisation of names for
the two Rajya Sabha candi-
dates from Congress for
the election due on June
10. It is learnt that PCC
Chief has come back with
the B-form of RS candi-
dates from DSelhi.

There are reports that
the name of Tulsi Sahu for
one of the RS seat from
Chhattisgarh has come

forward and the other
name is that of an out-
sider and it is just the for-
mal declaration which is
pending now. It is worth-
while to mention here that
Tulsi Sahu is District pres-
ident from Durg and
comes from OBC category
and is an advocate by pro-
fession.

Speaking to media per-
sons at the Airport,

Mohan Markam said that
the fate of the two Rajya
Sabha (RS) candidate from
Chhattisgarh from
Congress has been sealed
in the envelope and added
that he held meeting with
AICC President Sonia
Gandhi in Delhi and later
the names were finalized
for RS candidates.

Speaking further
Mohan Markam ques-
tioned as to why BJP is not
coming forward with
Raman Singh’s works for
last 15  yrs in the state?
Congress contest any elec-
tions under leadership of
national leaders, whereas
the local elections are
fought on the basis of local
party leaders only. So it is
the BJP who should both-
er about the leaders of its
party first, he added.

Cong contests local elections on
basis of local leaders: Markam

Returns with ‘B’ form
of two RS candidates
from Delhi

Raipur, May 29: In a
major road accident, a
recklessly driven
Mahindra DI vehicle run
over three on Activa at
Umaria village near
Mandir Hasoud on Raipur-
Mahasamund highway
here on Sunday. In this the
person driving Activa –
Mayank had died on the
spot and other two got seri-

ously injured.
As per information in

this regard, the high-speed
Mahindra DI vehicle was
coming from opposite di-
rection and it hit the three
on Activa from other side.
Mayank died on the spot
and two others viz. Salina
Sheikh and Rohan Patel got
seriously injured.

Mandir Hasoud Police
station was informed about
the accident by the passer-
bys and they reached the
site and sent the body of
two to nearby hospital and
taking further action.

One dies, two others
seriously injured

As Mahindra DI
vehicle hits three 
on Activa 

Raipur, May 29: Chief
Minister  Bhupesh Baghel
addressing a press confer-
ence in Tatamari said that
now there is rise in in-
come of the people. Earlier
the people used to avoid
going to banks and now in
all Vidhan Sabhas of
Bastar region the demand
for banking transactions
has increased and rush in
banks too has gone  up.
There is more of trend of
the people toward agricul-
ture and now demand for
electricity too has gone up,
he added.

Speaking on the occa-
sion CM Baghel said that
the demand for opening of
more of Swamy
Atmanand Government
English Medium schools
has increased on behalf of
the parents and now the

old closed schools have
been re-opened. There is
demand to run the  schools
in the original villages for
the schools on the main
road. With start of institu-
tions like DANEX, the de-
mand for employment has
increased.

Bastar is the land of nat-
ural beauty and there is
regularly increase in de-
mand for tourism in the
region. The work of pro-
tection of state’s rich art &
culture is already going
on. Further CM said that
the demand for correction
of land –settlement has
being made. Bade-Dongar
will be developed as a
tourist centre and College,
bank and others will be
opened in Dhanora.

CM Baghel said that the
need for change in ‘Bastar’
is tremendous and it is
slowly returning to peace.
Earlier the people of the
region used to live in state
of fear and now they are
happy and having lots of

hope. The public represen-
tatives and officers are
working for peace and
more of development
work in the region.
Abhoojhmad is spread  in
around four districts and
procedure of transporta-
tion and conveyance from
Dantewada has started.
The work in Schools,
Anganbadis, health cen-
tres have started. CM said
that many persons have
been allotted ‘pattas’ in
Narayanpur.

Necessary action is
being taken against the de-
fault Chit Fund
Companies and this in-
cludes attachment of their
properties and people are
being repaid the amount
they have invested in such
Companies. Chhattisgarh
is the first state in the
country where repayment
to people after recovery
from the Chit Fund
Companies is being made,
by selling their assets, CM
added.

Ch’garh first state to refund amount of
people from fake Chit Fund Co’s: CM

With rise in income
of people, they are
approaching Banks

Raipur, May 29: Raipur
Police have arrested four
robbers just 24 hours after
they allegedly looted a
farmer. They allegedly in-
tercepted the farmer at a de-
serted road, beat him,
snatched a bag containing
cash from him and ran way.

The incident took place
at Kura village close to
Raipur. Police have arrested
four robbers on Sunday in
this connection. Farmer
Navin Sahu, resident of
Mahasamund works for
paddy harvesting, SP
(Rural) SP Kirtan Rathor
said. Sahu was going to his
home with money he
earned through paddy har-
vesting. In the meantime
two bike riders attacked
him in Kura village.
Robbers had earlier
brought the farmer to a de-
serted place where two
more robbers came and all
of them attacked the
farmer. They then snatched
bag containing cash of 90,
thousand from Navin and

ran away.
As soon as the complaint

was received, the police
started investigation.
Naveen told that the rob-
bers had come on a black
bike. On locating the bike,
the police got information
that this vehicle belonged to
one Ghanshyam Sahu, a
resident of Kura village.
After this, the police caught
Ghanshyam Sahu from his
house and brought him to
the police station.

On interrogation,
Ghanshyam Sahu told that
he carried out this incident

along with his accomplices
Hiru Ram Nagarchi, Punya
Veer Sahu and Khileshwar
Ghritalhare. Subsequently
rest of the youths of the vil-
lage were also arrested by
the police.

Cash of Rs 85000, mobiles
and bikes used in the rob-
bery have also been recov-
ered from them. During in-
terrogation, the robbers
told that seeing the farmer
alone, they surrounded him
in the hope of getting
money. All were about to
leave the village after the
incident, but were caught.

Raipur, May 29: The state
currently has 58.95 lakh co-
rona vaccines, but the pace
of vaccination is going on
at a very slow pace.
According to the informa-
tion received from the
Health Department, there
are 31.65 lakh vaccines of
Covishield and 19.57 lakh
of Covaccine in the state in
stock. At the same time, an
average of 25 thousand
people are being vaccinat-
ed every day. Health de-
partment officials said that
pace of vaccination have
gone down as number of
cases has reduced and
there is fear prevailing at
present among people
about corona. Another rea-
son is the lack of aware-
ness and enthusiasm about
vaccination.

State Immunization
Officer Dr. VR Bhagat in-
formed that as per the in-
structions of the Central
Government, people above

12 years of age are being
given the first and second
doses of vaccine free of
cost in the government
Covid vaccination centers
to prevent corona infec-
tion.

Vigilance doses are also
being administered to
health workers, frontline
workers and people above
60 years of age at these cen-
tres. The state has total
storage of 58,95,120 vac-
cines. This includes 7 lakh
73 thousand 880 vaccines of
Corbevax. The Health
Department has appealed
that those who have not
been vaccinated so far, they
can go to the vaccination
centers and get them vacci-
nated.

Ch’garh has 58.95 lakh vaccines, but
pace of vaccination is very slow!

Police arrest four for allegedly
looting a farmer

Raipur, May 29: “I am ac-
tually ideology agnostic,
I’ve lost interest in ideolo-
gies and I am interested
more in integrity no mat-
ter from the Left or Right”,
stated novelist, poet and
Professor Makarand
Paranjape in the event The
Write Circle organised by
the Ehsaas Women of
Raipur on Saturday
evening.

The Write Circle, is a
boutique event of the
Prabha Khaitan
Foundation. The evening
started with a welcome
note by Aanchal Garcha,
Ehsaas Woman Raipur. In
conversation with
Makarand Paranjpe was
Dr Jayesh Sharma, Sr

Consultant, Surgical
Oncology at Balco Medical
Center. Makarand
Paranjape is a professor of
English at the Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU),
New Delhi since 1999. He
was formerly Director of
the Indian Institute of
Advanced Study, Shimla
and is the author editor of
more than 50 books  and
academic papers.

JNU - Nationalism and
India’s Uncivil War was

the book up for discussion
for this event from among
the many books he has
written. The book is not
just his insider account of
the “tukde tukde “phase of
2016 parallel with our na-
tion’s ongoing transforma-
tion since independence
but also a look at the im-
portance of restoring JNU
to its former glory.

Speaking about what it
means to be an Indian
today, he wisely said that

our nationalism should be
robust, capable of defend-
ing itself and open to criti-
cism as opposed to  being
thick and authoratarian
like that of some other
countries. Interestingly
Makarand added that un-
like other civilisations we
are a self centric civilisa-
tion which is to imply that
we are seeking to know the
self.

Makarand had the audi-
ence in splits when asked
to compare his days as a
professor at IIT-Delhi and
JNU. He said IIT-Delhi is
full of engineers who
think with a problem solv-
ing mindset where as at
JNU the mindset tends to
be to invest, embroider
and augment the problem.
The evening ended with a
thank you note by Shrishti
Trivedi, lawyer turned en-
trepreneur/founder of
Project Getout a local com-
munity venture and a fel-
low Ehsaas Woman.

‘Our nationalism should be robust, capable of defending itself’
Novelist, poet and
Professor
Makarand
Paranjape speaks
at ‘The Write Circle’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29: All the
driving licenses and reg-
istration certificates will
be issued in
Chhattisgarh in cards
based on polycarbonate.
The driving licenses and
registration certificates
can be scanned through
QR code on the cards.

The Integrated
Driving License and
Registration Certificate
is to be issued in compli-
ance with the ordinance
issued by the Surface
and Transport
Department (MoRTH) of
the Government of India
in the year 2019, under

which the Transport
D e p a r t m e n t
Chhattisgarh has recent-
ly completed the tender
process and this scheme
has been completed on
17 May. It has been start-
ed at the regional level
from 2022.

Printing of Driving
License and

Registration Certificate
will be done at
“Centralized Card
Printing and Dispatch
Unit” at Pandri Raipur
and will be sent to the
applicants’ home
through India Post
under the Government
of Chhattisgarh’s deter-
mined scheme. Under

this new arrangement
QR Code with
“Polycarbonate Driving
License and Registration
Certificate” will be is-
sued. Polycarbonate
cards are high quality
and long lasting when
laser printed. These
cards will be issued
meeting the standards
set by the Ministry of
Road Transport and
Highways, New Delhi
(MoRTH).

“M.C.T. Cards and
Technology Pvt Ltd” will
carry out the task of
printing the QR code of
new format with poly-
carbonate Driving
License and Registration
Certificate. This compa-
ny is the IT Company of
Manipal Karnataka.

Polycarbonate cards containing QR code
to be issued for driving licence, RC 

p In Chhattisgarh

Raipur, May 29: Several
NGOs in the city came for-
ward to join Raipur
Municipal Corporation in
its mega drive to clean city
on the call of Mayor Aijaz
Dhebar. The mega drive is
a part of effort to make
Raipur as the cleanest city.
NGOs conducted aware-
ness drive in wards adopt-
ed by them, with participa-
tion of ward corporators.

Retired soldiers and
members of NGOs did
‘shramdaan’ along with
Municipal Corporation’s
zone and sanitation team
on Sunday morning. The
common people were also
made aware of door to
door garbage collection,
wet dry waste segregation,
stopping the use of single
used plastic.

NGO Green Army of
Raipur planted saplings in
Amlidih Zone Deopuri
ward of Raipur under this
mega drive. Surakshit
Bhav Foundation and
Sarvajanik Dussehra and
Sanskritik Samiti carried
out cleanliness in Swami
Atmanand Sarovar (pond)
in Chowbey Colony and
Sheetala Talab
Khamhardih under Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose

ward.
Ex-Army Foundation

carried out sanitation at
Morrum Talab Kota
whereas Gayatri Parivar
Jan Sahyog Samiti carried
out cleanliness in Shitala
Mandir Talab Khamtarai
under Vir Shivaji Ward.

Kuchh Farz Hamara Bhi
Foundation carried out
sanitation at Sarjubandh
Talab Tikrapara while
Sahayog Ek Prayash con-

ducted cleanliness in
Apna Talab Amlidih.

Pradesh Muslim
Samajik Kalyan Samiti
and Safalta Ek Prayas
jointly ran a drive to clean
Pandari Pond of Kali Mata
Ward 11 along with the em-
ployees of the Municipal
Corporation Sevatoli or-
ganized a workshop in the
primary school
Chunabhatti of Ward 14
Raman Mandir, to keep
the locality clean by dis-
posing of the garbage
from home. All the NGOs
and social organizations of
the city contributed in
cleaning the city and
cleaned their adopted
wards. All the zone com-
missioners, health staff
were present during the
drive.

Mega drive to make Raipur the cleanest city

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2299::  The fifth con-
vocation ceremony of
Kushabhau Thakre University
of Journalism and Mass
Communication (KTUJMC)
will be held on May 30 at
11:30 am at Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay Auditorium. The
Chief Guest of the convoca-
tion will be Chancellor and
Governor Ms Anusuiya Uikey
and special guest will be
Minister for Higher and
Technical Education Umesh
Patel, Vice-Chancellor of Shri
Rawatpura Sarkar University
Sant Shri Ravishankar
Maharaj and Mayor Ejaz

Dhebar. In this ceremony,
senior journalist and former
General Secretary Broadcast
Editors’ Association NK Singh
will be the keynote speaker
to address the convocation
ceremony. The ceremony will
be chaired by the Vice-
Chancellor of the University
Prof. Baldev Bhai Sharma. 

On Sunday a full dress
rehearsal of the convocation
was held at Pt. Deendayal
Upadhyay auditorium and in
this students of the universi-
ty in large number took part.
During this Vice-Chancellor
of the University Baldev Bhai
Sharma, Registrar Dr Anand
Shankar Bahadur, Kabir
Vikas Sanchar study centre
President Kunal Shukla,
member Vidya Parishad and
the students registered for
the medals, degrees and

merit certificate holders also
took part in the rehearsal. All
the officer and employees of
the Univeristy gave final
touch to the preparations for
the convocation tomorrow.

In the fifth Convocation of
KTUJMC the students qualify-
ing from 2019-20-21 includ-
ing 2 PhD’s; 345 students of
post-graduation and 584 stu-
dents of graduation will be
presented with degrees. Out
of these 29 students will be
presented with gold medals;
29 others to be distributed
with second and third merit
holder position certificate.
For this convocation the
dress-code is ‘kurta’, ‘pyaja-
ma’, ‘turban’, ‘dupatta’ has
been finalised and for woman
‘kosa sari’ and dupatta has
been finalised as the dress-
code.

Full dress rehearsal held at KTUJMC
p For the 5th

Convocation 
ceremony to be held
today

Ghanshyam Sharma
Raipur: Ghanshyam

Shar ma,
R / o
G i rd h a r
B h ava n ,
Opposite
Hanuman
M a n d i r,
S a d a r

Bazar, breathed his
last here on Sunday.
He was 65. The final
rites were held on
S u n d a y .
G h a n s h y a m
Sharma was secre-
tary of Shri Gaud
Brahmin Samaj and
advisor of Regional
Vipra Foundation.
He was father of
Aditya and
Mritunjay Sharma.

OBITUARY
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TRAFFIC CHALLAN

A traffic police challaned the two-wheeler riders not having valid documents here on Sunday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29: An innova-
tive state-wide youth net-
work in Chhattisgarh to pro-
mote child rights and make
village panchayats child-
friendly, has been launched
in Bastar by CG-Panch, a
network of 5,000 sarpanches
in the state. The CG-Punch
network of Sarpanches has
selected 2-3 youth Sangwaris

in each Gram Panchayat,
who will be trained by
UNICEF. Sangwari will as-
sist the sarpanches in mak-
ing the villages child-friend-
ly and organise Bal Sabhas
and Mahila Sabhas. They
will also assist the
Sarpanches in gathering in-
formation, monitoring pro-
grams and conducting re-

view meetings on child-relat-
ed programmes. Welcoming
the initiative of CG-Panch,
Job Zakaria, head of
UNICEF in Chhattisgarh
said, “The initiative will
bring in new ideas and pro-
mote participation of youth,
children and women in
Panchayat development.”

UNICEF social policy ex-

pert Bal Paritosh Das sug-
gested that CG-Punch may
nominate more volunteers
to create a cadre of 25,000
youth volunteers in the
state. About 100 Sarpanch
and Sangwari nominated by
them were present on the oc-
casion of the launch of
Panchayat Sangwari
Network.

‘Panchayat Sangwari’ network
started to promote child rights 
In Gram Panchayats
of Ch’garh

About 100 Sarpanch
and Sangwari nomi-
nated by them were
present on the
occasion of the
launch of
Panchayat
Sangwari Network. Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29: A good
news for 2.5 crore BSNL
subscribers in
Chhattisgarh. BSNL’s 4G
service is going to be
launched here by the end
of the year. As per infor-
mation from officials, 4G
testing has been done in
different areas of
Chhattisgarh. In the first
phase, 4G will be
launched through 300

mobile towers. After
this, gradually the net-
work will be expanded
across the state.
Currently BSNL has 2G-
3G network. After the
launch of 4G, BSNL will
have a direct competi-
tion with private compa-
nies. BSNL’s 4G services
will be based on ‘Make in
India’ technology. It is
expected that customers
will get better data
speed.

Niresh Sharma,
Deputy Director
General, Telecom
Monitoring Cell and
E n f o r c e m e n t
Department said that ac-
cording to the Ministry
of Communications of

the Central Government,
1670 mobile towers will
be installed in every vil-
lage of Chhattisgarh at a
cost of 1500 crores for
mobile network. The tar-
get of this project has
been kept by October-
2023. According to offi-
cials, 14 tribal districts
in the state are Naxal-af-
fected. To provide 4G
service in the villages of
these districts, 971 tow-
ers will be installed at a
cost of 845 crores.

Madhuri Nimje,
General Manager of
Planning Department in
BSNL said that 4G of
BSNL will be completely
based on Make in India.
For this, a national-level
agreement has been
signed with Tata
Consultancy Services
(TCS). 4G equipment
will be installed by the
BSNL management
using Make in India

technology. Very soon
people across the state
are going to get experi-
ence of new technology.
Kush Manhar, general
manager of mobile
branch in BSNL, said
that 4G can be launched
in the state by December-
2022. Gradually the net-
work will be expanded
across the state.

At present there are
2.50 crore mobile sub-
scribers across the state.
Of these, 1.60 are urban
and 90.9 lakh are rural
consumers. According to
the Regional Office of
the Ministry of
Communications, mo-
bile connectivity has
been received in 8507
tribal villages of the
state. Out of these, 3G-4G
mobile connectivity is
available in 8025 villages.
At present 14664 mobile
towers are installed
across the state.

BSNL to launch 4G network in
Chhattisgarh by December

Testing work com-
pleted at different
places of the state

About 2.50 crore
mobile subscribers
across the state. At
present 14664
mobile towers are
installed across the
state.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29: Two
day fashion and lifestyle
exhibition was organized
at Shri Khatu Shyam
Mandir Hall, Samta
Colony. Astha Dave and
Komal Jindal said, in this
exhibition handicraft
items, jewellery, hand-

made items and other at-
tractive items were dis-
played at it attracted
huge response from the
visitors. She added that
many such exhibitions
will be organized in the
future. The exhibition
was inaugurated by
Congress leader Nitin
Bhansali.

Fashion and Lifestyle
Exhibition draws

huge response
Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29: Terming
social boycott as inhuman
reputed ophthalmologist
and president of Andhha
Shraddha Nirmoolan
Samiti Dr Dinesh Mishra
mentioned about two news
of social boycott which
have appeared in newspa-
per. The one incident came
to fore from Ratanpur near
Bilaspur where one family
faced social boycott as
one woman of this family
Mina Bai had wore the sari
in a wrong way and for
this mistake of her entire
family was boycotted and
forced to leave the village
and even after paying a
fine of Rs 5000 family is
facing social boycott since
last 17 years. Another
case is of Akoli village of
Durg district where pan-
chayat imposed social boy-
cott on Yogendra Verma
and others for inter-caste
marriage. They were made

to pay fine between Rs
50,000 to Rs 1 lakh, feed
meal to the entire village,
beg alms and face many
other social stigma. Dr
Mishra criticized all these
system of social boycott
and voiced concern of so-
cial boycott which was met
on victims. He demanded
from the government to
make competent laws
against social boycott and
ensure justice for victims
of social boycott.

For how long social boycott
stigma will keep biting

innocent families ?

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 29: The vol-
unteers of Esha
Foundation in order to cre-
ate awareness about lower-
ing of quality of soil in the
state, observed ‘Save Soil
Utsav’ at city’s Telibandha
Talab (Marine Drive) here
on Saturday. In this
through LED screen and
creative Rangoli and
posters, the facts related to
fall in the quality of soil
and its content was high-
lighted.

Along with this the
members of Esha
Foundation of city per-
formed dance and songs
and rap related to soil and
brought attention of the
people present. All the peo-
ple present taking the soil
in their hand took a pledge
to save the soil and created
impression of it in their

cloth.
In this programme MLA

Raipur (North) Kuldeep
Juneja was the chief guest
and hailed this particular
initiative of the volunteers
of Esha Foundation and as-
sured to take up this mes-
sage to more and  more
people.

It is notable here that the
founder of Esha
Foundation Sadguru has so
far completed journey of
30000 kms in 26 countries
and is now entering Indian
on the 70th day. This partic-
ular campaign has re-
ceived huge response from

leaders  and general public
all over the country. 7 car-
ribian nations along with
many European countries
have entered into an agree-
ment with the special com-
mittee of Esha  to revive
the fast degrading of soil
and its quality. This special
committee, working as per
the climatic conditions and
agriculture system of that
country, provides neces-
sary consultation to in-
crease the bio-content in
the soil missing and make
the agriculture of farmers
more financially benefi-
cial.

Volunteers of Esha Foundation
observe ‘Save Soil Utsav’

Through shots on
LED screen, Rangoli
and posters

Raipur, May 29: Under
Sankalp Project, District
Skill Development
Authority, Raipur will or-
ganize a placement camp
at Livelihood College Jora
on June 1 at 11 am. Two
private employers-
Arihant Jewelers Sadar
Bazar Raipur and Quess
Corp. Private Limited
Raipur will conduct inter-
view for appointment at
placement camp.

Arihant Jewelers Sadar
Bazar Raipur will conduct
interview for the selection
of 130 posts of Sales
Executive, Sales Assistant,
Telecaller, Receptionist
etc. The qualification for
these posts is graduation
after 12th. The selected
youth will be given salary
ranging from Rs 10,000 to
Rs 25,000 per month de-
pending on the post. Their
work area will be Raipur.

Similarly, Quess Corp
Private Limited, Raipur
will conduct interview to
recruit on 40 posts of Sales

Officer and 40 posts of
Regional Officer. The es-
sential qualification for
these posts is to have
passed graduation exami-
nation in any discipline.
The selected youth will be
given a salary of Rs 12
thousand to Rs 17 thou-
sand per month and their
work area will be entire
Chhattisgarh.

Assistant Director
District Skill Development
Authority Raipur said
that applicants in Raipur
district, with minimum
qualification of 12th or
graduation and are in age
group of 21 years to 35
years may appear for the
interview with original
and attested copies of all
their certificates. Under
the Chief Minister Skill
Development Project or
Prime Minister Skill
Development Project,
skill trained youth will be
given priority in the re-
tail sales associate busi-
ness.

Placement camp at Livelihood
College Jora on June 1

Raipur, May 29: At a pro-
gramme organised in Vigyan
Bhavan New Delhi on May 27 ,
Railway Minister Ashwani
Vaishnav honoured Divisional
Security Commissioner
Raipur Division Sanjay
Kumar Gupta for his 34 years

of glorious and excellent serv-
ice. Gupta was decorated with
Indian Police Service Medal by
the minister. His achievement
has been hailed by DRM
Shyam Sunder Gupta, ADRM
Ashish Mishra and entire RPF
family of Raipur division.

DSC Raipur honoured in RPF
Investiture Ceremony

Startup Cult.Fit opens
its campus in Ch’garh

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2299:: Cult.Fit, the
Bangalore based unicorn
opened its first office in
Chhattisgarh. This is the com-
pany’s first office in the state
and the second largest in India
after its Bangalore campus. In
January this year, Cult.Fit had
acquired Raipur based brands -
OneFitPlus, Urban Terrain, RPM
Fitness and Fitkit. The company
said that together, the acquired
brands will bring with annual
unit sales of 100,000 units.
These brands were founded by
Amit Mathur, Amit Srivastava,
Nisha Sahu and Mohit Mathur,
who now work for Cult.Fit,
Raipur. “We recognize the tal-
ent pool of Chhattisgarh. We
thank the State Government for
encouraging the startup ecosys-
tem that has brought us to
Chhattisgarh. We are commit-
ted to creating new jobs for this
talent pool and we hope this will
have a multiplier effect on the
state economy” said Shamik
Sharma, Head D2C and Digital
Health. Cult.Fit Raipur office
will house employees across
various divisions including
Finance, Product Development,
Operations, Customer Support
and others and is expected to
play a key role in its Ecommerce
business.

Jagdalpur, May 29:
The announcements made
by Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel during the Jan
Chaupal are being prompt-
ly implemented by the con-
cerned district administra-
tion. Chief Minister
Baghel had announced the
approval of Rs. 1.5 lakh for
visually impaired student
Bhanupriya Acharya of
Savra village and her
brother Khalendra during
Jan Chaupal held at
Bakawand on May 26.
Immediate action has been
taken by Bastar Collector
Mr. Rajat Bansal, who visit-
ed the home of these chil-
dren and handed over a
cheque of Rs.1.5 lakh to
them.

During Jan Chuapal of
the ‘Bhent-Mulaqat’ pro-
gramme, a visually im-
paired student Bhanupriya
Acharya told the Chief
Minister that she wants to
study and she is unable to
do so because of her fami-

ly’s poor financial condi-
tion. Her visually impaired
brother Khalendra also ex-
pressed his desire to learn
music. For both,
Bhanupriya demanded a
smartphone and a tape
recorder. Showing affec-
tion toward these blind
children, the Chief
Minister immediately ap-
proved Rs 1.50 lakh to
Bhanupriya-Khalendra’s
father Devendra Acharya

in Bakawand for purchas-
ing smartphones and other
equipment. After the an-
nouncement of the Chief
Minister, the Bastar ad-
ministration showed its
promptness, Collector
Rajat Bansal personally
visited the house of the vi-
sually impaired
Bhanupriya and
Khalendra and handed
over a cheque of Rs 1.50
lakh to them.

Visually impaired brother-sister
gets a cheque of Rs 1.50 lakh

KKoonnddaaggaaoonn,,  MMaayy  2288::  As suggest-
ed by Chief Minister Baghel, the
Farmers of Kondagaon have wel-
comed the innovative initiative
to opt for the cultivation of
Medicinal Aromatic plants. After
receiving Forest Land Rights, the
farmers have planted alternative
cash crops in their forest lands
to try a different approach of
farming rather than just practic-
ing the traditional mode of
paddy farming.  The processing
units for the value addition
process to these aromatic plants
have also been set up in
Gauthans. Earlier, the farmers
who were availing just twenty-
five thousand Rs as profit by cul-

tivating paddy will be able to
earn Rs 75000 by cultivating aro-
matic medicinal crops. The mar-
ketplace for selling the product
has also been marked to make
the selling process easy.

Aromatic crops are being taken
by individual farmers and forest
rights clusters of the district
which has created huge opportu-
nities for economic potential in
the entire region. It is notewor-

thy that Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel launched this initiative
on 20 June 2021. These aromatic
plants have pro-health and pro-
environmental qualities as the
oil extracted from certain plants
is also used to manufacture mos-
quito repellants.

It is noteworthy that as per
the wishes of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel with the aim of
increasing the income of the
marginal and small farmers of
the district, the district adminis-
tration has started the ‘Aromatic
Kondanar’ campaign for the cul-
tivation of aromatic crops in the
district. A field distillation unit
has been established in

Rajagaon to extract the aromatic
oils from these aromatic crops.
This process will help the farm-
ers to get 10 times more profit
than traditional crops. The
extracted aromatic oil is used in
making perfumes, essential oils,
medicinal oils, soaps, liquid
handwash, sanitizers and mos-
quito repellents.

PPrroodduuccttiioonn  CCeennttrree  iittsseellff  aacctteedd
aass  aa  mmaarrkkeettppllaaccee

Harishchandra Koram, a
member of Indira Van Mitan
Group, Managing Committee of
Aromatic Kondanar, said that
after the MoU beetween district
administration and Sunflag
Agrotech, it will be easy to reach

the oil markets of Indonesia,
Europe and US where oils
extracted in Gauthans can be
exported for a significant profit.
He said that now the producers
will not have to search for a
marketplace to sell oil, the
aroma of Aromatic Kondanar
will itself attract the buyers
here.
CCoonnttrriibbuuttiioonn  ttoowwaarrddss  mmaallaarriiaa--

ffrreeee  BBaassttaarr  ccaammppaaiiggnn
Aromatic oil extracted from

the aromatic plant is also used in
manufacturing mosquito repel-
lent. This process of oil extrac-
tion will be helpful in the malar-
ia-free Bastar campaign of the
state government. 

Fragrance of Ch’garh’s Aromatic Medicinal Plants to reach Europe and East Asia



Kondagaon, May 29: 

Dozens of Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha
(BJYM) workers protested
against the Chief
Minister’s meeting pro-
gramme, waving black
flags in the form of a rally
from the local Atal Sadan
BJP office and raised anti-
government slogans. The
protesters were arrested
by the police amidst a
minor scuffle where
BJYM activists threw
pamphlets demanding
their demands amid anti-
state government slogans
before their arrest.

The BJYM protestors
raised demand for provid-
ing unemployment al-
lowance to the youth, im-
plementation of complete
ban on sale of liquor, regu-
larization of contractual
employees, early construc-
tion of road with potholes,
local issues, including cor-
ruption in departments,
demand for commission,

poor health system, inves-
tigation of disturbances in
the construction of
Jeevandeep Committee
Complex, etc.. All this was
mentioned in the pam-
phlets thrown. Before
courting arrest, District
Vice President Vikas Dua
said that Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is facing
the fear of public and op-
position, due to which
after three and a half
years of coming to power,
he has now come out to
meet people in Bastar re-
gion. First of all, he was
asked to fulfill his election
promises while imple-

menting his election man-
ifesto.

During the protest, BJP
District President
Deepesh Arora, Santosh
Patra, Vikas Dua, Nagesh
Devangan, Gama Jaiswal,
Manish Sahu, Karun
Naik, Sheetal Patel,
Tinku Sahu, Raunak
Patel, Pradeep Nag, Timir
Prakash, Ram Salam,
Devendra Maurya, Aviral
Arora , Gaurav Thakur,
Govind Talwar, Actress
Singh, Dikku Sethia,
Ravindra Nag, Sanju
Mandavi, Ankit Rajput,
Avinash Shorey, Lakman
Netam, Sajan Mehra and

others were present .
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Bhond, May 29:

The District President
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Sanyukt Shikshak Sangh
(CPSSS) Shailendra
Tiwari and colleagues paid
courtesy call on CM
Bhupesh Baghel during
the ‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ pro-
gramme in Bastar VS area
and expressed gratitude in
Gram Bhaisgaon for pass-
ing on the benefit of intro-
duction of old Pension

scheme and passing on the
benefit to 3 lakh govern-
ment officers and employ-
ees in the state. It is no-
table here that the pension
scheme in the state was
lying closed since 2004 and
the government employees
were demanding its imple-
mentation for long. On
sanction of the old pension
scheme, it has brought
smile on the face of all the
employees, CPSSS added.
CM Baghel giving intro-

duction of his sensitivity
and cordial nature towards
the employees, willingly
agreed to take a selfie
when a teacher – District
President Shailendra
Tiwari requested him for a
selfie and himself took the
shot from his mobile.
Known for his simple na-
ture, saw humble nature
and simplicity of CM be-
fore all the teachers and
those present on the occa-
sion.

CM willingly accepts demand
for selfie from a teacher! G o u r e l a - P e n d r a -

Marwahi, May 29:
Approval of action plan of
Rs 18.45 crore for the year
2022-23 in the meeting of
the Governing Council of
District Mineral Fund
(DMF), was done here.
Lok Sabha MP Korba
Jyotsna Mahant, Lok
Sabha MP Bilaspur Arun
Sao and MLA Marwahi
Dr. KK Dhruv, Kota MLA
representative Ganesh
Jaiswal, District
Panchayat President
Bilaspur Arun Singh
Chouhan were present in
the Council meeting.

The Council gave in-
structions to complete
health and drinking
water on top priority and
directed to complete the
construction of all ap-
proved schools, health
centers and Anganwadi
centers at the earliest and
to repair old buildings
and make arrangements
for toilets and drinking
water and expedite the
works of Jal Jeevan
Mission. LS MP Jyotsna
Mahant asked to prepare

a proposal for city scan
and MRI machine for
medical facility in the dis-
trict hospital. In the meet-
ing, Collector Ms. Richa
Prakash Chaudhary gave

information about the
amount received from
contribution in the year
2020-21 and 2021-22 under
the head of District
Mineral Institute Trust,

sector wise completed and
progressing works of ap-
proved works, high priori-
ty and other priority. She
said that in the year 2020-
21 in the trust fund, 14

crore 26 lakh and in the
year 2021-22 Rs 36 crore 21
lakh was received from
the contribution. In these
two financial years, 751
works costing Rs.28 crore
5 lakh were approved, out
of which 315 works are
completed and 436 works
are in progress.

In the meeting,
Superintendent of Police
Mr. Trilok Bansal, Forest
Divisional Officer Mr.
Dinesh Patel, City
Panchayat President
Pendra Mr. Rakesh Jalan,
President Gaurela Ms.
Mamta Paikra, District
President Pendra Mrs.
Asha Maravi, District
President Marwahi Mr.
Pratap Singh Maravi,
Nagar Panchayat
President Mrs. Gangotri
Rathore, , Project Director
DRDA Shri RK Khunte,
Additional Collector Shri
BC Ekka, Joint Collectors
Virendra Singh and
Anandroop Tiwari, in-
cluding many public rep-
resentatives and district
officers of various depart-
ments were present.

DMF governing council approves Rs 18.45 cr

Bhond, May 29:

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel under the ‘Bhent-
Mulaquat’ programme in
Bastar Vidhan Sabha area,
made a declaration to up-
grade the DIET Bastar in
Gram Panchayat
Bhaisgaon into BEd
College and this news led
to great deal of happines
and smile on the face of
youth of entire division.

It is notable here that
the youths of the region
have been demanding
upgradation of DIET into
BEd College to local lead-
ers, but it was falling on
deaf ears. This particular
demand of the youth could
not be fulfilled by local
leaders, but by the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel.

During the ‘Bhent-
Mulaquat’ programme, it
was on initiative by MLA
and Chairman BDA
Lakheshwar Baghel that
CM Bhupesh Baghel made
declaration to upgrade
DIET Bastar into BEd
College and opening the
classes from the next aca-

demic session. This very
announcement led to air of
happiness on the face of
youth. The villagers aware
about importance of edu-
cation also said that the
pace of development and
its importance can be seen
only when the just and
long pending demands are

fulfilled. On upgradation
of DIET Bastar into BEd
College, it would function
as full-fledge educational
institution, the youths
added.

Bastar BTI opened in
1954!

Not only in Bastar, but
being known as the oldest
BTI in Chhattisgarh, the
DIET Bastar was estab-
lished in 1954. After this
under central-sponsored
scheme, the BTI was
named as District Institute
for Education and
Training (DIET) in 1987-88.
It was on 23 Feb 1995 the
orders for recruitment of
employees on deputation
and building was sanc-
tioned and on Feb 2009 the
orders for sanction of the
post was issued.

CM declares to upgrade DIET Bastar into BEd College
Bring smile on face of youth

Bilaspur, May 29: 

In the annual meeting of
Athletics Federation of
India on Saturday in
Chandigarh, St. Xavier’s
Group of Schools
Managing Director Dr G S
Patnaik has been unani-

mously elected as its
National Vice President.
Patnaik presently is presi-
dent of Odisha State
Athletics Federation and
is also successfully run-
ning 65 schools. He is al-
ways promoting sports
and players. School CEO
Mukesh Saraf and others
have joined together in
congratulating Patnaik for
his present post.

St. Xavier’s Director
Patnaik elected VP

 Of Athletics

Federation of India 

BBhhoonndd,,  MMaayy  2299::

MLA and Chairman Bastar
Development Authority
Lakheshwar Baghel paid rich
tributes to martyrs of Jheeram
Valley massacre on May 25 in
Bastar. MLA Lakheshwar
Baghel said that every year it is
in the memory of the martyrs
that May 25 is observed as
‘Jheeram Shradhanjali Diwas’
and offering two minute silence
he paid condolences and trib-
utes to the martyrs. He said
that the martyrs who fought
and struggled for peace and
prosperity of people of Bastar

will always be remembered for
time immemorial. It is the mar-
tyrs who have visioned for a
violence-free, progressive and
‘Nava Chhattisgarh’ and it
should be fulfilled by all of us.
On this occasion Dinesh Yadu,
Balak Ram Joshi, Baidhnath
Mourya, Anil Parihar, Ankit
Parekh, Bhrigu Tiwari, Kamal
Dubey, Virendra Kashyap,
Rajesh Kumar, Puran Kashyap,
Raghunath Yadav, Anoop
Tiwari, Nirmal Pandey, Jhali
Ram, Suman Naag, Damru
Ram, Satendra, Usha,
Meghnath, Harish, Govind and
others were present.

MLA offers tributes to martyrs 

FFiinnggeesshhwwaarr,,  MMaayy  2299::

Sakal Jain Samaj has
demanded strict action and
FIR on Kranti Sena State
President Amit Baghel and a
memorandum was given to
Tehsildar, SHO to register the
protest against Kranti Sena
President Amit Baghel.

According to information,
Amit Baghel had used abusive
language for Jain society and
Jain sadhus in a forum in
Balod on May 25.The copy of

the memorandum was sent to
His Excellency, President,
Prime Minister, Chief
Minister, Home Minister,
Collector Gariaband and S.P.
In the memorandum, a
demand has been made to
take strict legal action against
those who play with religious
sentiments in the country and
retaliate in enmity, unrest,
mutual brotherhood. 

Sakal Jain Shree Sangh
Fingeshwar President Arendra
Pahadia, Vice President

Nirmal Chopra, Secretary
Abhishek Duggad, Bharat
Bangani, Treasurer Vimal
Pagaria, Dharmendra Chopra,
Moolchand Jain, Nemichand
Jain, Meghraj Chopra,
Shubham Golchha, Rishabh
Jain and many others were
present.  

Addressing the protestors,
Arendra Pahadia said that
insulting the gurus and socie-
ty by using unrestrained,
indecent as well as very low
level words against the gurus
and non-violent Jain commu-
nity can never be considered
right. Vice President Nirmal
Chopra also condemned the
incident. The Samaj has
sought the intervention of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, Home Minister
Tamradhwaj Sahu, and Chief
Secretary Abhishek Jain to
take cognizance in this mat-
ter. 

Jain Samaj demands strict
action on Kranti Sena President Kondagaon, May 29: 

The Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel is on a
visit to the 12
Legislative Assemblies
of Bastar Vidhan Sabha
for the last few days
under the ‘Bhent-
Mulaquat’ programme
of meeting with the
people. In this context
Chief Minister of the
state is directly taking
information about the
government schemes
and projects from the
public by holding ‘chau-
pal’ (gathering of peo-
ple in villages). Under
the public interaction
programme he met the
people in Kondagaon
assembly constituency
and took the feedback of
the schemes by talking
directly to the them.

In this regard, while
discussing with the

media at the  rest
house, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel said
that the trend of agri-
culture work in Bastar
has increased and like-
wise demand for irriga-
tion has also increased.
To save the folk culture,
we are doing the work
of restoration of
Ghotul and Devgudi.
There has been a big
change in the lifestyle
and living of the people

of Bastar and the use of
ground water too has
increased. Now there is
need for ‘nullahs’ to be
recharged. For avail-
ability of drinking
water, the government
is installing tap-water
for every house and
there is a need to do
more of work in Bastar,
he added.

Speaking further he
said that forest re-
sources and forest

rights are being distrib-
uted in Bastar and as a
result of which  felling
of fruit-bearing trees
will stop. Now more em-
phasis is being laid on
planting more and more
fruit-bearing trees.

Garment works
should is also being
done in Kondagaon and
everyone is getting em-
ployment. Gouthans are
being converted into
Rural Industrial Parks,

where apart from cow-
dung purchase, other
activities will be done.
This in turn will better
finances of the people.
Be it paint production
using cow-dung, elec-
tricity, many employ-
ment oriented works
are being done by in-
stalling oil crushing
machine in Gouthan.

After this CM inaugu-
rated and laid stone for
140 works worth Rs 131
crore 47 lakh in
Kondagaon and and
launched the Mawa
Kondanar App. During
this, along with
Industry Minister
Kawasi Lakhma, Bastar
MP Deepak Baij, Rajya
Sabha MP Phulo Devi
Netam, divisional and
district level adminis-
trative officers and pub-
lic representatives were
present.

Trend towards agri is increasing in Bastar: CM

Fingeshwar, May 29: 

MLA of Lailunga
Vidhan Sabha
Chakradhar Singh said
that the Congress govern-
ment of Chhattisgarh is
running many schemes
for the development of all
sections of the society
and is doing a commend-
able work in all spheres of
development.

Giving information
about the MLA’s visit
District Congress

Committee President
Bhavsing Sahu informed
that Lailunga MLA
Chakradhar Singh Sidar
during his brief visit to
the district, while dis-
cussing in detail about
the various schemes of
the government, has said
that the state’s public wel-
fare schemes being run
by Bhupesh Baghel gov-
ernment, in which farm-
ers’ loan waiver, paddy
support price 2500, elec-
tricity bill half, many

schemes like Atmanand
English Medium School
for children are getting
benefits at the grass root
level. In this tour, along
with Sidar, District
Congress Committee
President Bhavsing Sahu,
State President of Tribal
Congress Janaklal Dhruv,
Vice President of District
Panchayat Sanjay Netam
etc.

were present. Bhav
Singh said that Bhupesh
government of Congress

is the first government
which has waived the
loans of farmers as soon
as the Chief Minister is
sworn in. Today, many
schemes are being run for
the upliftment and devel-
opment of farmers in the
state.

MLA Sidar informed
the people present that
Chhattisgarh is the first
state in the country
which has ensured the so-
cial and economic rights
of every person through
the state plan.

In order to provide jus-
tice to the farmers and
the underprivileged sec-
tions of the society, mas-
sive steps are being taken
during the last three
years through many
schemes and programs.

Bhupesh Baghel gov-
ernment of Congress is
expanding its every
scheme and is deter-
mined to make it more
and more effective, he
said.

State Govt working for all sections of the society: Chakradhar Police arrested BJYM activists opposing CM’s visit
NURSES PROTEST

General Nursing and Midwifery (GNM) nurses protest against their transfer from

Patna Medical College to Rajapakar, Vaishali, in Patna, Sunday.

WATERLOGGING

Vehicles wade through a waterlogged road after a water pipeline broke, in Gurugram, Sunday.

‘Ploy to divert attention
from pressing issues’

Siliguri, May 29 (PTI) 

West Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar Sunday
said that issues were being
created over his position
and responsibilities as the
chancellor of universities
to divert attention from the
pressing problems in the
state.

He said that the matter
was raised in December,
2021, too. “This is a ploy to
generate media optics to di-
vert attention (from press-
ing problems).

“I am not concerned
about what the govern-
ment does unless the pa-

pers come to me. As and
when papers come to me, I
will take a call according to
constitutional provisions,”
he told reporters here, be-
fore leaving for Darjeeling,
when asked about his reac-
tion to the attempt to re-
place him as the ex-officio
chancellor of state-run uni-
versities.

The Bengal cabinet has
recently given its nod to a
proposal that seeks to re-
place the governor with
chief minister as the chan-
cellor of state-run univer-
sities. The proposal is set to
get tabled in the Assembly
in the form of a bill.
Dhankhar noted that “a
bill becomes an act only
when the governor signs
on it. An ordinance is also
issued when the governor
gives consent”.
Maintaining that the re-

cruitment process for jobs
in educational institutions
of the state have been “sul-
lied and tainted”, he said
that it is a “disgrace”.

“We cannot allow our
temples of education and
career of our students to
suffer,” he said.

A Calcutta High Court-
appointed committee,
headed by retired Justice R
K Bag, has found illegali-
ties in hundreds of ap-
pointments to group C and
D posts of government-
sponsored and -aided
schools. Dhankhar and the
TMC government have
been at loggerheads over
several issues since he took
charge as governor in July,
2019, with his role as chan-
cellor of state universities
and visitor of the private
ones often being panned by
the ruling dispensation.

Assam CM advocates opening of int’l
borders in NE for trade, tourism links
Guwahati, May 29 (PTI) 

Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma on
Sunday called for opening
of international borders in
the northeast for enhanced
trade and tourism links
with the neighbouring
countries. He pitched for a
proper economic policy to
achieve the goal, highlight-
ing Assam and northeast
India’s advantageous posi-
tion in ensuring it.
Speaking at ‘Natural Allies
in Development and
Interdependence’ conclave
here, Sarma said, “I strong-
ly feel that we can open our
borders for peace and pros-
perity, and by setting up
border haats and opening
formal trade routes, we can
open up new vistas of
trade and tourism in the re-
gion.” The CM pointed out
that the north-eastern re-
gion is uniquely positioned

to facilitate the link be-
tween India and South
Asia and South East Asia.

Besides providing physi-
cal connectivity through
surface and water ways,
the northeast also shares
cultural alliance’ with its
neighbouring countries, he
said. “We only need a prop-
er economic policy backed
by committed cooperation
to set the ball rolling,” he
maintained. Sarma also
harped on the need for
‘sub-regional cooperation’
for ensuring overall
growth and development.
“Commerce, conservation,
culture, connectivity, ca-
pacity building are central
to mutual growth,” he
said. Talking about the
progress Assam made in
recent years, the CM said
it is among the top three
states in the country in at-
tracting externally aided
projects.

PFI leader arrested in provocative slogan case
Alappuzha(Ker), May 29 (PTI):

A leader of Popular
Front of India (PFI) was
arrested on Sunday morn-
ing in connection with the
alleged provocative sloga-
neering by a minor boy
during a recent march or-
ganised by the outfit in
this district.

A senior police officer of
the district confirmed the
arrest of Yahya Thangal
in the case.

Thangal was taken into
custody as he was one of
the organisers of the event
where the slogans were al-
legedly raised.

Thangal, on Saturday,
had also made derogatory
remarks against judges of
the Kerala High Court.

On this issue, police
have not yet taken any ac-
tion as the high court has
to take cognisance of the
same, the official said.

He said the police on its
own cannot initiate action

in the matter.
The police had already

arrested the minor boy’s
father on Saturday.

A purported video, in
which the child could be
seen sitting on the shoul-
der of a person and rais-
ing offensive slogans dur-
ing the “Save the
Republic” rally held by the
PFI on May 21, had gone
viral on social media plat-
forms.

Subsequently, a com-
plaint was lodged with the
police prompting it to reg-
ister a case.

The father of the boy, be-
fore being taken into cus-
tody had told reporters
that the controversial slo-
gan was not taught by any-
one but the boy had learnt
it while attending similar
programmes before.

He had also said it was
not for the first time that
his son was raising such a
slogan in a programme
and many such instances

of him raising similar slo-
gans could be seen on
YouTube.

So far, more than 20 peo-
ple have been arrested and
remanded in the case and
more people were being
taken into custody for
questioning from various
places, the boy’s father had
said.

According to police
sources, the boy would be
sent for counselling at a
government centre soon.

Erattupetta resident
Anas, who carried the
minor boy on his shoul-
ders, was the first person
to be arrested in the case.

In the FIR filed based on
a complaint by
Vijayakumar P K, police
invoked various sections
of the Indian Penal Code
and the Kerala Police Act
and arraigned PFI
Alappuzha district secre-
tary Mujeeb and Navas as
accused along with other
identifiable people.
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Bommai dials 
i Bengaluru:

Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai on Sunday
rang up his Uttar
Pradesh counterpart
Yogi Adityanath and
enquired about a
major accident involv-
ing a tourist bus in
which seven pilgrims
of a family in Bidar
district were killed
while they were head-
ing to Ayodhya.
According to police,
seven people, includ-
ing three women,
were killed and nine
grievously injured
when their bus collid-
ed head-on with a
truck today. In a state-
ment issued by the
Chief Minister’s of-
fice, Bommai con-
doled the demise of
the pilgrims and
wished speedy recov-
ery of the injured.

Student booked
i New Delhi: The Delhi

Police has registered a
case against a JNU
student for allegedly
molesting a fellow stu-
dent, an official said
on Sunday. The case
was lodged on the
complaint by a third
year student of
Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU) on
Saturday, the Delhi
Police said in a tweet.
“A case has been regis-
tered U/S 354A/509
IPC at PS Vasantkunj
North following a
complaint of molesta-
tion from a JNU 3rd yr
student. Accused, who
is her known college
mate has joined the
investigation.

Telephony service 
i Dehradun:

Badrinath-Kedarnath
Mandir Samiti chair-
man Ajendra Ajay on
Sunday inaugurated
the mobile and data
services of Reliance
Jio on the Kedarnath
trek route. With this
Reliance Jio became
the first operator to
give mobile and data
connectivity on the
trek route between
Gaurikund and the
Himalayan shrine, the
telecommunication
firm said in a state-
ment. Pilgrims en
route to the temple
will now stay connect-
ed with their loved
ones through voice or
video calls, it said.

Patient stabs
i Kolkata: Two em-

ployees of a rehabili-
tation centre for drug
addicts and alco-
holics here were in-
jured when an in-
mate allegedly
stabbed them on
Sunday, a police offi-
cer said. Rajiv d
Costa and Arup
Naskar suffered in-
juries after the pa-
tient, undergoing
treatment at the cen-
tre for the past one
month, stabbed them
in the kitchen
around 8:30 am, he
said. The patient has
been arrested. The
condition of one of
the injured, who had
to be admitted to a
hospital, is stated to
be serious, the officer
said.

Waze approver 
i Mumbai: The

Maharashtra Congress
on Sunday said the ef-
fort of the Central
Bureau of Investigation
to get dismissed police-
man Sachin Waze to
turn approver in the
Anil Deshmukh corrup-
tion case was unfortu-
nate. Waze is the main
accused in the Antilia
bomb scare and
Mansukh Hiran mur-
der case, the party’s
state unit spokesperson
Sachin Sawant 
reminded.

Lucknow, May 29 (PTI):

Ahead of filing his nom-
ination for the biennial
elections to the Rajya
Sabha, Rashtriya Lok Dal
(RLD) chief Jayant
Chaudhary on Sunday
said debates such as those
on the Gyanvapi mosque
should not be entertained
in modern democratic
India.

Chaudhary, who will be
filing his nomination on
Monday, remained tight-
lipped on whether he was
upset with the apparent
delay by the Samajwadi
Party (SP) in announcing
his name for the Rajya
Sabha polls even as
sources in his party said
he was initially “taken
aback” by the coalition
partner’s attitude.

Once elected to the
Rajya Sabha, Chaudhary,
the joint candidate of the
SP-RLD for the Rajya
Sabha elections, will be his
party’s “lone ranger” in
the Upper House of the
Parliament.

“If you look at it, the law
does not allow these sorts
of debates (like the ongo-
ing Gyanvapi issue) any-
more. We must not enter-
tain these debates in mod-
ern democratic India. Let
us not look to create more
disturbances for the future
using our past as an ex-
cuse. We need to be for-
ward-looking and address
the real issues of real
India,” Chaudhary told
PTI.

When asked about his
nomination, the RLD chief
said, “I will be filing my

nomination papers on
Monday. Today, there is an
event in Delhi on the occa-
sion of the death anniver-
sary of Chaudhary
Charan Singh. We are
doing a ‘Samajik Nyaay
conference’, and we are
asking for a caste census
along with other issues.
There will be representa-
tives from various par-
ties.”

Meanwhile, RLD
sources said that the party
chief was “taken aback”
by the SP’s delay in an-
nouncing his name as the
candidate for the Rajya
Sabha elections.
“However, eventually
everything fell in place,” a
source said.

On RLD’s role in the
Legislative Assembly and
outside, Chaudhary said,

“We will play a very posi-
tive role in the UP
Assembly. We will look at
developing our areas and
constituencies. Among the
opposition, we are the
Number 2 party, and it is a
big responsibility. We will
keep the unity strong
amongst our ranks in the
Opposition.”

In the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly elections held
earlier this year, the BJP
won 255 seats, while its al-
lies Apna Dal (Sonelal)
and NISHAD secured 12
and six seats, respectively.

The SP won 111 seats
while its ally RLD got
eight. The Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party, an-
other ally of the SP, won
six seats. The Congress se-
cured two seats, while the
BSP won one seat.

Debates on Gyanvapi, similar issues should
have no place in modern India: RLD chief

Amravati, May 29 (PTI) 

Independent MP Navneet
Rana and her MLA hus-
band Ravi Rana as well as
some 15 of their supporters
were booked for allegedly
violating various norms
and impeding traffic during
a welcome event for the cou-
ple here, a police official
said on Sunday.

The Rana couple was ar-
rested on April 23 after an-
nouncing they would recite
Hanuman Chalisa in front
of ‘Matoshree’, the private
residence of Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray in Bandra in
Mumbai, the move leading
to a tense stand-off with
Shiv Sena workers through
the day. They were granted
bail on May 4 by a special

court in Mumbai.
Navneet Rana, the Lok

Sabha MP from here, and
her husband, MLA from
Badnera, were given a
grand welcome by support-
ers here late Saturday night
on their return to the city
after 36 days.

The welcome procession
impeded traffic at several
spots, while an ‘aarti’ per-
formed by the couple had
loudspeakers in use even
after 10pm, local police offi-
cials said. Amravati
Commissioner of Police
Aarti Singh told PTI the
Rana couple has been
booked by Rajapeth police
station under IPC,
Maharashtra Police Act and
Environment Protection
Act provisions for these 
violations.

Navneet Rana, husband, 
supporters booked for norm 

violations during temple event

Bengal guv on 
cabinet nod for 
CM as chancellor 
of varsities

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI) 

The Indian Space
Research Organisation is
taking help of doctors in
building its human-rated
spacecraft for the
Gaganyaan mission,
India’s first human space-
flight that aims to take as-
tronauts into a low earth
orbit.

The ISRO has roped in
doctors to understand the
impact of the spaceflight
on humans and will de-
sign the spacecraft accord-
ingly.

The astronauts selected
for the mission have also
been involved in making
of the orbital module.

“There are four astro-
nauts who are part of

Gaganyaan. We talk to
them. They sit in a cock-
pit. We ask them to go
through this and tell us
whether the placing of
equipment is correct,
whether the lighting is
correct or whether the
edges are causing discom-
fort, ISRO Chairman S
Somnath said during a
brainstorming session
with health experts on the
use of space technology in
emergency medical serv-
ices.Somanth said scien-
tists at the ISRO were de-
veloping the human-rated
spacecraft.

“We also look at various
measures of quality to in-
crease the reliability and
finally to prove the redun-
dancy, Somnath said,

adding that space agen-
cies the world over, includ-
ing ISRO, have imbibed
developing failsafe sys-
tems as a culture.

“We are also looking at
how doctors can connect
with the human space-
craft design. There is an
interaction happening
with doctors and engi-
neers on the designing of
the human spacecraft. If
you have to conduct a suc-
cessful human space flight
and sustain it in India, we
need a strong pool of doc-
tors who will get involved
in this human spaceflight
mission as well, he said.

Union Minister
Jitendra Singh has said
that the first unmanned
mission in the Gaganyaan

series was expected to be
launched next year. This
would be followed by an-
other unmanned mission,
before Indian astronauts
board the spacecraft for a
sojourn in a low earth
orbit.

According to a senior
ISRO official, a human-
rated spacecraft should be
able to accommodate the
crew as if they are living
in normal acceptable con-
ditions and they should be
able to perform various
activities during their
stay.

The engineers have to
design the spacecraft by
identifying potential haz-
ards and developing sys-
tems to control such hap-
penings.

ISRO taking help of doctors in developing
human-rated spacecraft for Gaganyaan mission

Tiruchirappalli (TN), May 29 (PTI) 

Tamil Nadu govern-
ment has appealed to the
members of public who
arrive from various coun-
tries, including African
nations, to report to the
local health officer if they
have any symptoms of
monkeypox, a top official
said on Sunday.

Health Department
principal secretary J
Radhakrishnan said it was
due to the strong monitor-
ing mechanism that has
been put up in place by the
government, it was able to
detect COVID-19 cases be-
sides containing its
spread.

“We have received the
interim guidelines from
the Centre on the monkey-

pox disease. That is people
arriving from African
countries or Europe,
Australia, Canada, and the
USA, though did not show
any symptom at the air-
port, but developed some
symptoms within 21 days
of their arrival, they have
to report it to the local
health official,” he told re-
porters after inspecting
the district government
hospital here.

People should be cau-
tious and adhere to the
COVID-19 protocols laid
out by the government, he
said.

“We have been told that
the disease will not be se-
vere, but we have to be
careful to prevent it. So
far, no cases related to
monkeypox have been re-
ported in the country,” he
said.

Noting that the Health
Department has strength-
ened the medical infra-
structure in Tamil Nadu,

he said it was due to the
strong monitoring mecha-
nism the government was
able to identify cluster of
virus cases that were re-
ported in the State.

“Earlier, we detected
cluster of virus cases on
the IIT-Madras campus
and later in another pri-
vate medical college. Now,
we have detected another
cluster at an private engi-
neering college at
Kelambakkam in the city.
All the 31 cases reported
identified are doing well,”
he said. Radhakrishnan
said the students who test-
ed COVID-19 positive on
the campus of IIT Madras
and at the private medical
college have “fully recov-
ered.” To a query, he said
410 students were checked
at the private engineering
college and 31 have tested
COVID-19 positive till
date. “What these inci-
dents at the educational
institutions indicate is

that when the virus is
waning in the State, we
are giving an opportunity
for it to grow by not follow-
ing the COVID-19 behav-
iour,” he said.

Strongly advocating
vaccination as it was the
only mechanism to pre-
vent the spread of virus,
he said there were 1.21
crore people who were yet
to receive the second dose
of vaccination while 43.45
lakh have taken the first.
“Another 13 lakh people
are eligible to receive
booster dose and are yet to
receive it,” he said.

“Chief Minister (M K
Stalin) has been directing
the authorities to
strengthen the medical in-
frastructure. We have also
strengthened the testing
facilities. What we urge
people is that they should
wear a face-mask while in
public, maintain social
distance and take the vac-
cine,” he said.

‘Report symptoms of monkeypox, if any’
TN govt to people
from African
nations
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COLONEL SALUTE

Britains Prince William, Colonel of the Irish Guards, salutes during the Colonels
Review, the final rehearsal of the Trooping the Colour, the Queens annual birthday
parade, at Horse Guards Parade in London.

COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY

President Joe Biden holds up the hand of honorary degree recipient Tatiana Copeland
during the University of Delaware Class of 2022 commencement ceremony in
Newark, Del.

BRIEF
Bus accident

Dhaka: At least 10
people, including a
minor, were killed and
20 others injured after
a passenger bus met
with an accident in
Southwestern
Bangladesh on
Sunday, police said.
The accident hap-
pened in Barishal dis-
trict’s Wazirpur after
the bus driver lost con-
trol of the vehicle fol-
lowing which the bus
hit a roadside tree. Ten
people lost their lives
almost immediately
and 20 others wounded
after the bus hit a
roadside tree in
Barishal on Sunday
morning, a senior po-
lice official said.

Curbs soften
Seoul: North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un
and other top officials
discussed revising
stringent anti-epidem-
ic restrictions during
a meeting Sunday,
state media reported,
as they maintained a
widely disputed claim
that the country’s first
COVID-19 outbreak is
slowing. The discus-
sion at the North’s
Politburo meeting sug-
gests it will soon relax
a set of draconian
curbs imposed after its
admission of the omi-
cron outbreak this
month out of concern
about its food and eco-
nomic situations.

Husband suspected
Big Rapids (US): A
mother and her three
young children were
shot to death and the
suspected gunman her
husband has been hos-
pitalized with a gun-
shot wound to the
head, a sheriff in cen-
tral Michigan said
Saturday. Mecosta
County Sheriff Brian
Miller said deputies
responding to reports
of shots fired found
the mother, children
and wounded man
Friday afternoon in a
home near Big Rapids
in Austin Township,
about 180 miles (290
kilometers) northwest
of Detroit.Describing
the shooting as heart-
breaking, Miller said
the children were all
under the age of 10.

Cargo sinks 
Makassar (Indonesia):
Rescuers in Indonesia
were searching for 25
people who were miss-
ing after a cargo boat
sank in the Makassar
Strait in South Sulawesi
province,officials said
Sunday.A total of 42
people were on the boat
when it sank in bad
weather on Thursday
morning while travel-
ing from a seaport in
Makassar to Kalmas
Island in Pangkep
Regency,said Djunaidi,
the head of the provin-
cial search and rescue
agency.Like many
Indonesians,Djunaidi
goes by only one name.

Sudan violence
Cairo: The UN envoy
for Sudan on Sunday
decried the killing of
two people in a violent
crackdown against
pro-democracy protest-
ers who once against
took to the streets of
the capital to denounce
an October military
coup. Hundreds of peo-
ple marched on
Saturday in
Khartoum, where se-
curity forces violently
dispersed the crowds
and chased them in the
streets, according to
activists. I am appalled
by the violent death of
two young protesters
in Khartoum yester-
day, Once again: it is
time for the violence to
stop, said Volker
Perthes, the UN envoy,
on Twitter.

Pokrovsk (Ukraine),
May 29 (AP): Russian and
Ukrainian troops engaged
in close-quarter combat in
an eastern Ukraine city on
Sunday as Moscow’s sol-
diers, supported by in-
tense shelling, attempted
to gain strategic footholds
in the region while facing
fierce Ukrainian resist-
ance.

Ukrainian regional offi-
cials reported that
Russian forces were
storming the eastern city
of Sievierodonetsk, where
the fighting has knocked
out power and cellphone
services and terrorised
civilians who haven’t fled.

Sievierodonetsk, a man-
ufacturing centre, has
emerged as an epi-centre
of Russia’s quest to con-
quer Ukraine’s industrial
Donbas region.

Russia also stepped up
its efforts to take nearby
Lysychansk, where
Ukrainian officials report-

ed constant shelling. The
two cities, with a com-
bined prewar population
of around 200,000, are the
last major areas under
Ukrainian control in
Luhansk province, which
makes up the Donbas to-
gether with neighbouring
Donetsk. Russia is focused

on capturing parts of both
not already controlled by
pro-Moscow separatists.

Russian forces made
small advances in recent
days as bombardments
chewed away at Ukrainian
positions and kept civil-
ians trapped in basements
or desperately trying to

get out safely.
Attacks to destroy mili-

tary targets throughout
the country also caused ca-
sualties in civilian areas

In his Saturday night
video address, Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy described the
situation in the east as
very complicated’’ and in-
describably difficult .

The Russian army is
trying to squeeze at least
some result’’ by concen-
trating its attacks there, he
said.

Sievierodonetsk Mayor
Oleksandr Striuk said
there was fighting at the
city’s bus station on
Saturday.

A humanitarian centre
couldn’t operate due to the
danger, Striuk said, and
cellphone service and elec-
tricity were knocked out.
Residents risked exposure
to shelling to get water
from a half-dozen wells, he
said.

Russian troops storm city amid
eastern Ukraine bombardments

A Donetsk Peoples Republic militia serviceman gets ready
to fire with a man-portable air defense system at a
position not far from Panteleimonivka, in territory under
the government of the Donetsk Peoples Republic, eastern
Ukraine.

Islamabad, May 29 (PTI):

A leaked audio record-
ing of an alleged tele-
phonic conversation be-
tween former Pakistan
President Asif Ali
Zardari and real estate ty-
coon Malik Riaz Hussain
has surfaced, in which
Riaz was heard as saying
that ousted prime
Minister Imran Khan
wanted to reach out to
Zardari for reconciliation
talks, according to media
reports. The 32-second
audio recording, believed
to be the voices of Zardari
and Riaz respectively, has
gone viral on social
media, and comes days
after Khan was abruptly
ended his anti-govern-
ment sit-in amid specula-
tion that there was a deal
struck between the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) and the Pakistan
Army. In the purported
conversation, the date of
which cannot be ascer-

tained, Riaz could be
heard telling Zardari that
Khan was sending him
messages, the Dawn
newspaper reported on
Sunday.

Today, he (Imran Khan)
has sent too many mes-
sages, the voice believed
to be of Riaz told the for-
mer president, who in re-
sponse says: It is impossi-
ble now. It’s okay. I just
wanted to bring this into
your notice, the Dawn re-
port said, quoting Riaz’s
alleged voice. While the
PTI immediately dis-
missed the audio as fake,
members of Zardari’s
party, the Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) said
it seemed genuine, the re-
port said. A business per-
sonality and an anti-
Imran Khan politician
are having a conversation
which is being attributed
to Imran Khan. However,
the conversation has
nothing to do with reality,
The Express Tribune

newspaper quoted PTI
leader Shahbaz Gill as
saying. Khan, who was
ousted from power last
month through a no-trust
vote, had apparently lost
the support of the Army
after he refused to en-
dorse the appointment of
the ISI spy agency chief
last year. He has been
claiming that the no-trust
motion against him was
the result of a foreign con-
spiracy because his inde-
pendent foreign policy
and funds were being
channelled from abroad
to oust him from power.

He has named the US as
the country behind the
conspiracy, a charge de-
nied by Washington.

Khan on Friday dis-
missed reports that he
struck a deal with the
Pakistan Army to end his
massive Azadi rally de-
manding fresh general
elections, asserting that
he had decided to end his
march to avoid bloodshed.

‘Former Pak PM Imran Khan reached out to
Zardari for reconciliation ahead of no-trust vote’

Colombo, May 29 (PTI): 

The distribution of
aid, including rice and
milk powder, received
under the Indian Line of
Credit to low-income
families in Sri Lanka has
commenced, the Food
C o m m i s s i o n e r ’ s
Department said on
Sunday.

Food Commissioner JP
Krishnamurthy said that
distribution of the aid to
low-income families in
all 25 districts, including
Nuwara Eliya, Badulla,
Mullaitivu, Ampara, and
others, has already com-
menced.

Krishnamurthy said
that the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment will provide
parcels containing 10 kg
of rice each to low-in-
come families selected at
the Divisional
Secretariat level.

Krishnamurthy said Sri
Lanka “received this es-
sential food and medi-
cine stock worth around
Rs 2 billion with the in-
tervention of Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin.

However, the commis-
sioner mentioned that
the current fuel shortage
has severely hampered
the distribution of aid
among the districts.

Sri Lanka is near
bankruptcy and has se-
vere shortages of essen-
tials from food, fuel,
medicines, and cooking
gas to toilet paper and
matchsticks. For months,
people have been forced
to stay in long lines to
buy the limited stocks.

The island nation has
been facing its worst eco-
nomic crisis since its in-
dependence from Britain
in 1945. The economic

crisis, which has left the
neighbouring country
nearly bankrupt, has
also triggered political
unrest with a protest oc-
cupying the entrance to
the president’s office de-
manding his resignation
continuing for the past
50 days.

According to the com-
missioner, the distribu-
tion of aid to districts is
being carried out
through trains because
of the anti-government
Go Rajapaksa protest
which has also seen the
death of a parliamentari-
an. The Food
Commissioner stated
that under the first
phase, 9000 metric
tonnes of rice are to be
donated, while another
31,000 metric tonnes of
rice are yet to be re-
ceived by the country in
the second phase.

Last week a consign-
ment of 9,000 metric
tonnes of rice, 50 metric
tonnes of milk powder,
and more than 25 metric
tonnes of drugs and
other medical supplies
reached Colombo.

The consignment was
part of a larger USD 16
million commitment of
40,000 metric tonnes of
rice, 500 metric tonnes of
milk powder, and medi-
cines by the Tamil Nadu
government.

The chorus for the res-
ignation of the
Rajapaksa family gath-
ered momentum as peo-
ple came to be hit by the
ongoing worsening eco-
nomic conditions — long
queues at fuel pumps and
cooking gas stores,
scarcities of essentials,
businesses slumping,
and extended hours of
power cuts.

Indian aid distribution begins in Sri Lanka
London, May 29 (PTI):

British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson is reported-
ly set to announce a re-
turn to imperial measure-
ments of pounds and
ounces as a post-Brexit
move away from the
European metric system
to mark the Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee next
week.

As part of a series of an-
nouncements to celebrate
the 96-year-old monarch’s
70 years on the British
throne, UK media reports
indicate that Johnson is
preparing a nostalgic
move away from another
European Union (EU) in-
fluence on the country.

It is also being seen as
an attempt to placate his
strong Brexit voter base in
the wake of the partygate

scandal of COVID lock-
down breaching parties at
Downing Street, which
have angered many vot-
ers. As the British people
have been happy to use
both imperial and metric
measurements in their
daily life it is good for the
government to reflect that
now we are free to change
our regulations according-
ly, The Mirror newspaper
quoted a Cabinet source
as saying.

At present, shopkeepers
are legally obliged to use
metric measurements
such as grams, kilograms,
milli-litres and litres
when selling packaged or
loose goods in England,
Scotland and Wales.

As opposed to the met-
ric system of weight, in
which 1,000 grams are
equivalent to one kilo-

gram, under the imperial
system there are 14
pounds in a stone and 16
ounces in a pound.

While it is still legal to
price goods in pounds and
ounces, these have to be
displayed alongside the
price in grams and kilo-
grams.

Since 2000, when the EU
weights and measures di-
rective came into force
businesses have been
legally required to use
metric units for the sale
by weight or measure of
fresh produce.

Under the post-Brexit
move, metric units are not
expected to be scrapped
entirely in Britain but
shopkeepers are expected
to be free to choose which
they use following a gov-
ernment study into the
proposal.

Britain considers return of pounds,
ounces in post-Brexit measure

Islamabad, May 29 (PTI):

A United Nations
Security Council report
has reminded about the
persistent threat
Pakistan’s security faces
from the Afghanistan-
based Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) and
warned that prospects of
success of the ongoing
peace process with the
dreaded terror group
were bleak, according to a
media report. The annual
report of the 1988 Taliban
sanctions committee
monitoring team noted
TTP’s linkages with the
Afghan Taliban and ex-
plained how the group
benefitted from the fall of
the Ghani regime last
year and touched upon its
relations with other ter-
rorist groups operating

from Afghanistan. The
banned TTP, the report
noted, had up to 4,000
fighters based in east and
south-east areas along the
Afghanistan-Pakistan
border and made up the
largest group of foreign
fighters based there, ac-
cording to Pakistan’s
Dawn newspaper. This
was the team’s first report
for the committee since
the Taliban takeover of
Kabul in August last year.
The report’s original
focus was on the Taliban’s
internal politics, its fi-
nances, relations with Al-
Qaeda, Daesh, and other
terrorist groups, and the
implementation of the
UNSC sanctions. The re-
port’s launch coincided
with the start of the third
round of talks between
the Pakistan government

and TTP last Thursday.
The first round of talks,
held in November last
year, had yielded a month-
long ceasefire that later
broke down after TTP ac-
cused Islamabad of not
fulfilling promises. The
TTP subsequently re-
sumed attacks against
Pakistani forces.
Statistics tabulated by the
Pakistan Institute of
Peace Studies reveal that
this year, the militant
group carried out nearly
46 attacks, mostly against
law enforcement person-
nel, in which 79 people
lost their lives. On March
30, the TTP, emulating the
Afghan Taliban’s strategy
during the US war in
Afghanistan, announced
a “Spring Offensive”
against security forces
here. The peace process,

which is being facilitated
by Taliban Interior
Minister Sirajuddin
Haqqani, meanwhile, re-
sumed earlier this month
after both sides took confi-
dence-building measures.

The TTP militants have
been fighting with the
Pakistani security forces
since 2008, when the outfit
was set up, to press for the
implementation of the
Sharia laws in the coun-
try. However, the group is
being pressed by the
Afghan Taliban for talks
with the Pakistan govern-
ment to end the conflict.

The TTP first an-
nounced a ceasefire on
the occasion of Eid and
later extended it after
Pakistan released a cou-
ple of its (TTP) command-
ers, who were then on
death row.

TTP militant group persistent threat 
to Pakistan’s security: UNSC report

Jerusalem, May 29 (AP):

A far-right Israeli law-
maker, joined by scores of
ultranationalist support-
ers, entered Jerusalem’s
most sensitive holy site
early Sunday, prompting a
crowd of Palestinians to
begin throwing rocks and
fireworks toward nearby
Israeli police.

The unrest erupted
ahead of a mass ultrana-
tionalist Israeli march
planned later Sunday
through the heart of the
Muslim Quarter of
Jerusalem’s Old City.
Some 3,000 Israeli police
were deployed throughout
the city ahead of the
march. Israel says the
march is meant to cele-
brate Israel’s capture of
east Jerusalem, including

the Old City, in the 1967
Mideast war. Israel claims
all of Jerusalem as its cap-
ital. But Palestinians, who
seek east Jerusalem as the
capital of a future state,
see the march as a provo-
cation. Last year, the pa-
rade helped trigger an 11-
day war between Israel
and Gaza militants.

Sunday’s unrest took
place in a contested hilltop
compound revered by
Jews and Muslims.

The compound is home
to the Al Aqsa Mosque, the
third-holiest site in Islam.
It also the holiest site for
Jews, who call it the
Temple Mount and revere
it as the home of the bibli-
cal Temples. The compet-
ing claims to the site lie at
the heart of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and

have triggered numerous
rounds of violence. Itamar
Ben-Gvir, leader of a small
ultranationalist opposi-
tion party and a follower of
the late racist rabbi, Meir
Kahane, entered the com-
pound early Sunday along
with dozens of supporters.

Palestinians shouted
God is great as Ben-Gvir,
accompanied by Israeli po-
lice, shouted the Jewish
people live.” Later, a crowd
of Palestinians barricaded
inside the mosque threw
fireworks and stones to-
ward police, who did not
immediately respond.

Israel’s national police
chief, Kobi Shabtai, said
his forces were prepared
for every scenario and had
taken immediate and pro-
fessional action when
needed.

Visit by far-right Israeli 
lawmaker sparks Jerusalem unrest

Beijing, Shanghai 

ease COVID restrictions

as outbreaks fade

Beijing: Shoppers re-
turned to the malls of
Beijing on Sunday as the
Chinese capital relaxed
pandemic restrictions
after declaring a small but
persistent COVID-19 out-
break effectively under
control. A partial reopen-
ing of stores and offices in
Beijing was welcomed by a
weary populace and strug-
gling shopkeepers eager
for life to return to normal.
Coupled with a gradual
easing of restrictions in
Shanghai, it signalled that
the worst is over in the
twin outbreaks in China’s
most prominent cities. The
lockdowns and other re-
strictions under China’s
zero-COVID strategy have
increasingly frustrated
residents as they see other
countries ease up and re-
open their borders.

Xi Jinping, on assuming presi-
dency of China, announced

the launch of Belt Road Initiative
(BRI) in 2013. It was his brainchild
and as the absolute monarch of an
authoritarian government, it was
pushed through employing a
‘whole of China approach.’
Because Xi believed in it, the
Chinese government believed in it.
The China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), a major project
under the BRI, was launched with
full fanfare in 2015. The BRI at its
peak involved 13,000 aid and debt
financed projects worth more than
USD 850 Billion spread across over
160 countries.

For India, the bug bear was that
the CPEC transited through disput-
ed POK, with China claiming that it
was an economic project with no
connection to the border dispute.
Since China ignored Indian con-
cerns, India refused to participate
nor attend any conference on the
BRI. Further, India and the west
rightly termed the BRI as a debt
trap. Over the years, this was
proved right. Since 2018, China has
been slowly scaling back its fund-
ing as nations falling into Chinese
debt traps, default on
payments.The BRI was further im-
pacted by COVID.

BRI granted unfair advantages to
Chinese concerns. 70% of loans
were provided directly to Chinese
companies involved in construction
in the host nation. This hid true

debt figures. The current Maldives
government on assuming power
was not even aware of the amount
owed to China. The figures were
shared by the Chinese ambassador.
Currently, 42 nations owe more
than 10% of their GDP to China.

Manycountries were forced to
sign away strategic assets to China
to avoid default. Sri Lanka surren-
dered its Hambantota port, Uganda
handed over its Entebbe
airport,while Zambia lost its state-
owned copper mining companies.
The Chinese naval base in Djibouti
is being expanded because China
holds most of the nation’s debt.
Many morecountries, including
Pakistan,are in a similar predica-
ment. Some nations have been able
to reschedule debt repayments.

However, the BRI suffered set-
backs when nations comprehended
true Chinese motives. A report stat-
ed that Chinese investments re-
duced by 54% to USD 47 billion in
2020 and disbursement of loans re-
duced from USD 75 Billion in 2016
to 3 Billion in 2020. Wang Xiaolong,
a member of the Chinese Foreign
Ministry’s International Economic
Affairs Department, mentioned
that’20% of BRI projects were seri-
ously impacted while 40% were ad-
versely impacted.’ Only 32 projects
of the CPEC in Pak have been com-
pleted out of 122 planned.

Many nations defaulted, with
Zambia leading the way in 2017 and
Sri Lanka the latest. A report in
Euromoney summed up a failed BRI
when it stated in an article titled,
‘China: End of the belt and Road’ in
Jun 2020, ‘you are going to see not
clarity but messiness and fudging,
with the aim of avoiding a massive
default or a diplomatic disaster
that will make the leadership look
bad. In China, muddling through is
a historic problem.’

With the BRI a failure, Xi has
jumped in with a new proposal,
which he outlined while addressing
the ChineseBoao Forum. He termed

it as the Global Security Initiative
(GSI). He stated, ‘China would like
to propose a GSI, that is, to stay
committed to the vision of com-
mon, comprehensive, cooperative
and sustainable security. It would
oppose unilateralism and say no to
group politics and bloc confronta-
tion.’ He added that this would,’op-
pose the wanton use of unilateral
sanctions and long-arm jurisdic-
tion.’ Since Xi proposed it, every
Chinese government official began
pushing it.

The Chinese Vice Foreign
Minister Le Yucheng discussing the
GSI in an online dialogue with glob-
al think tanks, stated, ‘The idea is to
take the new vision on security as
the guiding principle, mutual re-
spect as the fundamental require-
ment, indivisible security as the im-
portant principle, and building a se-
curity community as the long-term
goal, in order to foster a new type
of security that replaces confronta-
tion, alliance and a zero-sum ap-
proach with dialogue, partnership
and win-win results.’

Possibly the Chinese foreign
minister, Wang Yi, suggested the
concept to India during his last
visit, when he stated that the two
nations must move forward ignor-
ing the border issue. His offer was
bluntly turned down with the mes-
sage that normalcy along the LAC
is a pre-requisite to normalization
of ties.This proposal comes while
China challenges its neighbours
over islands in the South China Sea
(SCS) by offensive naval actions,
India over Ladakh and threatens
Taiwan.

The GSIincludes adhering to the
UN charter. It was China in 2016
which refused to accept the UN
Tribunal ruling on the SCS, dump-
ing the same charter it now advo-
cates. The reality is that nations in
SE Asia only face threats from
China and hence such an alliance,
headed by China, has no meaning.
Cambodia, Pakistan and

Myanmar, all indebted to China,
would have no choice but to join
the initiative. This may signal some
success internally but never glob-
ally.

China is aware that the US, post
containing Russia in Europe, by
sucking it into Ukraine for a pro-
longed operation, will, alongside
NATO shift focus onto the Indo-
Pacific intending to contain China.
Hence, the GSI appears to be
China’s counter to AUKUS
(Australia, UK and US) security
pact and the QUAD (Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue). Expectedly,
China will propose to be the senior
partner, bullying others to follow
its diktat.

All Southeast Asian countries,
bordering China, have lost its trust
on account of its aggressive poli-
cies. They may simply ignore the
proposal. China and ASEAN na-
tions have yet to firm up a com-
mon policy on the SCS despite
multiple rounds of discussions,
mainly because of distrust. In this
environment such a security al-
liance is unthinkable.

China hopes that by proposing
the alliance it would gain diplo-
matically as it did with the BRI.
There is also a possibility that
China may coerce a few debt
trapped nations in Africa to join
the GSI as an alternative to repay-
ing loans. It would be hoping that
in case it pushes through the al-
liance, it could block support to the
US and NATO as they expand into
the Indo-Pacific and Africa. Finally,
with Xi facing internal pressures
on account of a falling economy,
collapsing BRI and mismanage-
ment of COVID, GSI could change
his fortunes in the forthcoming
20th Congress, where he seeks a
historic third term.Realistically, on
account of Chinese aggressive-
ness, this scheme is destined to
fail even before it is launched.
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Penalizing
Wimbledon 

That ATP and WTA have decid-
ed to penalize Wimbledon for its
decision to ban the Russian and
Belarusian players from the tour-
nament this year by stripping
ranking points will certainly take
the sheen out of the most presti-
gious Grand Slam tennis tourna-
ment in the world and will reduce
it to a mere exhibition event.
Wimbledon has earned more
wrath worldwide, particularly be-
cause Russian and Belarusian
players are still allowed to com-
pete in other tournaments, in-
cluding the ongoing French Open.
The ATP ranking system is the
gold standard when it comes to
men's and women's tennis, and a
professional tennis player's ability
is solely determined by his/her
position in the rankings. Perhaps,
the unfortunate decision to de-
prive the ranking points may lead
to a significant divide among the
tennis governing bodies in the
long run. Both ATP and WTA
might have served a volley to
Wimbledon for its intransigent
and uncompromising nature, but
in the end players and fans are
the real losers. There are setpoint,
match point and championship
point, but no ranking points. So
sad of you, Wimbledon! 
RRaannggaannaatthhaann  SSiivvaakkuummaarr,,  CChheennnnaaii

Long-term strategy
for digital payments 

Online commerce and digital
payments are expanding all over
the world. Recent years have wit-
nessed a surge in the number of
people handling digital payments.
Digital payments in India have
seen innovation in recent times.
Digital banking is becoming more
popular in India. The number of
people using cashless transac-
tions is increasing rapidly across
the country. Covid-19 has played
a significant role in accelerating
the adoption of digital payments
in India, as lockdowns and move-
ment restrictions encouraged
consumers to switch to cashless
payment alternatives. Digital
banking is being used by more
than 20 crore Indians. India's
rapid growth of digital payments
has resulted in an innovative fi-
nancial ecosystem that benefits
ordinary people. The progress is
the consequence of a mix of
changes to the payment regulato-
ry environment and extensive use
of technology to meet customer
needs. According to a recent re-
port, India ranks number 1 in
recording the highest number of
real-time payments in 2021
among businesses across the
world. It made 48.6 billion real-
time payments last year, surpass-
ing China. To encourage digital
transactions in rural and semi-
urban regions, the Reserve Bank
of India has unveiled a framework
that allows offline payments of up
to Rs 200 per transaction, subject
to a total limit of Rs 2,000, without
the need for Internet access.
India continues to push the
boundaries of digital payments.
According to experts, the value of
digital payments in India will
triple by 2026, reaching $1 trillion.
Newer technologies that assure
digital payments in a more se-
cure, safe and sustainable envi-
ronment are badly needed to sat-
isfy consumers. 

KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr  VVeeppaakkoommmmaa

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

HHaarrsshh  MMaaddhhuussuuddaann
@@hhaarrsshhmmaaddhhuussuuddaann

It's India's time, again.The
global order is up in the
air and India is being
wooed by all. It opens up
possibilities unimaginable
until recently on econom-
ic, strategic and military
issues.

PPrraasshhaanntt  AArroorraa  @@PPrraasshhaannttIIRRAASS

In this chilling summer, from today,
will be providing some much need-
ed hydration to every traffic police
jawan I come across during my
journey between home n office.

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp

‘Gandhian terrorist’ term is an oxymoron
but truth is, NOT just UPA or left
activists, Yasin Malik was patronised by
Vajpayee govt and likes of Madhu
Kishwar. So what’s changed now?
Straight Bat reveals back story.
http://youtu. be/S7I-9sBri7Y watch/
share/ subscribe. Feedback welcome!

BBhhuuppeennddeerr
YYaaddaavv@@bbyyaaddaavvbbjjpp

Deeply anguished by the
tragedy in Ladakh in
which we have lost our
brave army personnel.
May the bereaved fami-
lies find the strength to
deal with the loss. I pray
the injured recover at
the earliest.

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr@@SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr

Delighted to catch up w/former Bulgarian ForeignMinister @nmladenov now DG of the @AnwarGargash
DiplomaticAcademy in AbuDhabi@AGDAUAE during a closed-door discussion he moderated w/30 UAE
trainee diplomats on “mistakes & missteps”. UAE AFM @OmarGobash joined us.

SSoommeesshh  UUppaaddhhyyaayy,,
IIAASS@@SSoommeesshh__IIAASS

Rajat Patidar went unsold in IPL
auction. Gets a chance in RCB
team as a replacement and plays
big knocks in two of the most
important games for RCB in IPL
history. Inspirational!!

T ransboundary rivers used to be natural routes of connectivity for com-
munities living along them for trade and commerce, but it is geopolitics

and diplomatic relations By : Sentinel Digital Desk  |  28 May 2022 9:43 AM
Transboundary rivers used to be natural routes of connectivity for communi-
ties living along them for trade and commerce, but it is geopolitics and diplo-
matic relations among basin countries which determine how they are to be
shared in the contemporary period. India's 'Act East' and 'Neighbourhood
First' policies have unlocked huge opportunities for restoration of lost river
and sea routes that are vital to end geographic isolation of the Northeast re-
gion and provide alternative connectivity. The pace of commissioning of some
key connectivity projects for the region through transboundary waterways
and sea routes demonstrates the complexities in transboundary water gover-
nance and hydro diplomacy. Such complexities cannot be wished away and re-
quire sustained diplomatic efforts to remove the bottlenecks. The Indo-
Bangladesh Protocol route under the Protocol on Inland Water Transit and
Transport signed by India and Bangladesh in 1972 has gained prominence
after bilateral relations between the two neighbouring countries deepened
under India's Neighbourhood First policy and multilateral relations under the
sub-regional architectures like BIMSTEC and BBIN. The IBP route provides the
vital link through Bangladesh between the National Waterway (NW)-2 (river
Brahmaputra) from Sadiya to Dhubri and the NW-1 (river Ganga) through the
Kolkata/Haldia ports. The Central government has initiated development of
NW 1 for an estimated cost of Rs 461 crore over a period of five years till 2025
to provide a navigable fairway with day and night navigation aids and termi-
nals. Construction of the Jogighopa terminal, an alternative road to the Pandu
Port, a ship repair facility at Pandu and construction of tourist jetties at
Biswanath Ghat, Jogighopa, Pandu and Neamati are other components of the
project, commissioning and operation of which will open floodgates of oppor-
tunities for Assam and other states in the region. The improved transborder
connectivity along the Brahmaputra is also beneficial for Bangladesh and
Bhutan as it provides vital connectivity to these two countries for bilateral
trade and commerce. Bhutanese traders prefer this route as it helps them cut
down cost for exporting consignments to Bangladesh, compared to the land
route through West Bengal, but they encounter navigability issues which need
to be addressed. Deepening bilateral and multilateral relations have prompted
India to initiate the ambitious Eastern Waterway Connectivity Transport Grid
of about 5,000 km of navigable waterways to boost regional integration and
trade with BBIN countries and with ASEAN countries like Myanmar,
Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand. The Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
Waterways plan also envisages seamless connectivity between NW 1 and NW
2 through the IBP route to improve connectivity with the Northeast region, be-
sides linking Bhutan, Bangladesh and Nepal to the grid through multimodal
connectivity project. A cargo vessel carrying 200 MT of food grains for the
Food Corporation of India from Patna docking at Pandu port in March marked
a historic milestone in bilateral initiative by India and Bangladesh to share in-
land waters to facilitate seamless connectivity through the two national wa-
terways. The vessel covered a total distance of 2,350 km which also demon-
strated the viability of an alternative connectivity for the Northeast region
with rest of India that is cheaper and ecologically sustainable. The Inland
Water Authority of India is planning to run a regular scheduled service on
these routes and two stretches of IBP routes are also being developed at a cost
of Rs 305.84 crore, 80% of cost shared by India and 20% by Bangladesh.
Sustainability of seamless connectivity along these routes will depend on
maintenance of requisite depth and regular flow of fund for dredging work as
well undertaking basin level management for reducing sediment load on the
river Brahmaputra and its tributaries on account of rampant clearance of for-
est on river catchments. Apart from cargo transport, the seamless connectivi-
ty through inland waterways between India and Bangladesh has also unlocked
huge potential of river cruise tourism in the Northeast region. India and
Bangladesh signed a Standard Operating Procedure on the coastal and proto-
col routes which provides policy framework to facilitate river cruise tourism
via IBP route and NW 1. Northeast being a prime destination of domestic and
international tourists, river cruises on these routes will bring new opportuni-
ties for the tourism industry in the region. The Kaladan Multimodal Transit
Transport Project is another initiative by India to provide an alternative con-
nectivity to the Northeast region with the rest of India from the Kolkata/Haldia
port through Sittwe Port and Kaladan river up to Paletwa in Myanmar by sea
route and inland waterway and from Paletwa to Zorinpui in Mizoram by road.
Long delays in execution of some project components have led to postpone-
ment of the target date of commissioning and cost escalation. India has metic-
ulously leveraged the two key foreign policy initiatives to deepen its relations
with neighbouring countries and translate the vision of improving connectivity
between the landlocked Northeast and the rest of India by developing alterna-
tive routes through Bangladesh and Myanmar into a reality. Transboundary
rivers in the sub-region have become important domains of bilateral and mul-
tilateral dialogue for strategic cooperation.

Navigating 
transboundary rivers

S ince it is not that easy to connect Ladakh region to the main national
grid of the country to the extent of cent percent electrification due to

geographical reasons and there being huge potential for generation of renew-
able energy in the cold desert, having otherwise got the largest solar power
project set up under the Central Government’s “Make in India ” initiative at
Leh IAF station, on the other hand, establishment of much hyped renewable
energy project with generation capacity of 10 Giga Watt (GW) appears to
have plunged into a fate of uncertainty. Local issues which are the domain of
the UT Government to look into and resolve , as on date, continue to be haunt-
ing the renewable energy project comprising solar and wind parks. It may be
noted that it was decided to call bids for the largest global tender for setting
up of 13 Giga watt grid scale battery storage system in Ladakh to help the
country’s electricity grids as the clear energy sources like solar and wind are
abundantly available in the region. However, where do the projects stuck up
appears not on priority to be looked into and duly addressed. It is not all suffi-
cient to only harp on claiming about the vast potentiality of the renewable en-
ergy in Ladakh and fully realising there being sufficient support from the
Central Government too for harnessing the same and even devising the
means to achieve the objectives unless the UT Government appears to be
quite serious to push the project ahead towards being set up. If it is not so, or
appearing not so much encouraging, in respect of proceeding ahead , why no
progress in respect of setting up of the proposed Renewable Energy Park at
Pang is visible or otherwise made known. What are the issues that impede
the setting up the Park need to be resolved by the UT Government. Even sur-
veys of land and other connected preparations do not seem to be around for
reasons not known. It would be all known through comprehensive survey of
the land for the project as to which agencies of the Government had any sort
of stake and what could be the compensation component involved to be paid
and rest of the important pieces of information. If an appraisal of the entire
project is made , it is observed that much talked of 20000 acres of land which
was to be provided by the UT Government at Pang along Leh Manali Highway
for the Solar Park has not been procured not to speak of additional land of the
same size for which possibilities were decided to be explored. Needles to add,
UT of Ladakh is destined to receive revenue on yearly basis on account of
leasing out the land allocated for setting up of Renewable Energy Park. The
problems of various hues even in the knowledge of the Union Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy and their intervention too towards resolution of the
impasse could not bring out any results in respect of projections by which
date the Park would be set up. That sounds quite queer.The problem in re-
spect of generation capacity which kept oscillating between 7.5 GW and 10
GW finally was resolved late last year to be 10 GW. As we often observe and
point out too that the most critical phase of a project is in respect of procuring
land and side by side ensuring completion of all sundry formalities like obtain-
ing NOCs from various authorities and agencies, conducting surveys and col-
lating critical information are paramount. The importance of the concerned
renewable energy project needs to be seen in the context of the requirements
in the energy generation and transmission area by the cold desert region and
once commissioned , besides Ladakh region even the UT of Jammu and
Kashmir could benefit from it. Hence we feel that invigorated efforts must be
taken in respect of setting up of the Park at an early date

Renewable Energy
Projects in Ladakh 
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Farmers shout slogans as they burn an effigy of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Punjab Chief minister
Bhagwant Mann during a protest against the anti-farmers policies of the state and central governments in Amritsar.

Games China plays

KKiirraann  BBeeddii@@tthheekkiirraannbbeeddii

To see young Indian brands work
towards making menstrual health a
priority. This #Menstrual Hygiene Day
2022 @IV Foundation has with # Paree
Sanitary Pads to raise  menstrual
health awareness in #prisons and
make a positive impact in the lives of
#womeninmates.#menstruation

FARMERS PROTEST

HARSHA KAKAR
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BRIEF

FDI

London: Karnataka is
expecting a Foreign
Direct Investment
worth Rs 75,000 crores
in sectors like biotech
and start-ups, the
state’s Education
Minister Dr Ashwath
Narayana has said.
The minister, who ac-
companied Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai at the World
Economic Forum at
Davos, said that the
Davos meeting was
very successful. He
said the government
was keen on develop-
ing other cities like
Mysore, Mangalore,
Belgaum, Hubli-
Dharwad and
Shimoga as well.

Capex 
New Delhi: JK Tyre
and Industries has
planned a capital ex-
penditure of Rs 1,100
crore till next finan-
cial year, company’s
CFO Sanjeev
Aggarwal said. The
tyre maker plans to in-
vest in capacity ex-
pansion as well as reg-
ular maintenance of
the existing infra-
structure. “Total
spend over the next
two years, ie, FY23 and
FY24 would be Rs
1,100 crore, including
maintenance capex of
around Rs 300 crore,”
Aggarwal said in an
analyst call. The ma-
jority of the capex —
Rs 530 crore— will go
into the passenger car
radial (PCR) capacity
expansion. The com-
pany has also lined up
capacity expansion of
truck bus radial (TBR)
at its unit Cavendish
Industries. “The de-
bottlenecking pro-
gramme which we
had announced earli-
er has already been
commissioned and
completed.

Economic ties 

Kolkata: Cuba seeks
improved bilateral
economic ties with
India to increase the
two-way trade volume,
Alejandro Simancas
Marin, the Caribbean
country’s ambassador
to India. Marin, speak-
ing at an interactive
session organised by
ICC here, said that
there is a huge bilater-
al trade potential,
which should be ex-
ploited by both the
countries. The envoy
said that the pharma-
ceutical industry is an
important sector in
Cuba, and India could
well explore the seg-
ment for its benefit.

Transport Corp 
Mumbai: Integrated
supply chain and lo-
gistics solutions
provider Transport
Corporation of India
(TCI) on Saturday re-
ported a 38 per cent
year-on-year growth
in standalone profit
after tax (PAT) to Rs
73.10 crore for the
March quarter. The
company had posted a
profit of Rs 52.86 crore
in the fourth quarter
of the fiscal year
ended on March 31,
2021, according to a
regulatory filing.

Guwahati, May 29:  

Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Sunday
said the Centre is imple-
menting various rail,
road and air connectivity
projects worth Rs 1,34,200
crore in the northeast.
Addressing the ‘Natural
Allies in Development
and Interdependence’
conclave here, she said
the Union government
has been pumping in
huge money in develop-
ing a number of infra-
structure projects
throughout the region.
“We are carrying out 20
railway projects worth Rs
74,000 crore for 2,011 km,
which are spread across
the northeast,”
Sitharaman said. The

Centre is also developing
4,000 km of roads in the
region at a total cost of Rs
58,000 crore, she added.
“There are 15 ongoing air
connectivity projects in

the northeast, costing
around Rs 2,200 crore,”
the finance minister said.
She, however, did not
mention the completion
period of these projects.

Centre implementing infra
projects worth Rs 1,34,200
crore in NE: Sitharaman

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman speaks
during the 3rd Natural Allies in Development and
Interdependence (NADI) conclave, in Guwahati on
Sunday, May 29. 

New Delhi, May 28:

Hungarian two-wheel-
er maker Keeway on
Friday said it plans to in-
troduce total eight prod-
ucts across four cate-
gories in India by the end
of 2022.

The company will start
deliveries of its retro
classic scooter, Sixties
300i and maxi-scooter,
Vieste 300, which have
starting prices of Rs 2.99
lakh (ex-showroom
India), from June 2022
onwards. Both the
Sixties 300i and Vieste
300 are powered by a
278cc, single-cylinder,
four-stroke liquid-cooled
engine that produces a
maximum power output
of 18.7HP at 6500 rpm.

These scooters come
with disc brakes with
dual-channel ABS (anti-
lock braking systems),
the company said in a

statement. Keeway said
it plans to introduce total
eight products across
four categories by the
end of 2022. There will be
two products each in the
categories of high-end
scooters, muscular cruis-
ers, sport motorcycles,
and retro-street motorcy-
cles to cater to a wide
range of customers. “We
are working towards in-
troducing six more prod-

ucts in the Indian market
by the end of this year
and would primarily
comprise two cruisers,
two retro-street classics,
one naked street, and a
race replica,” Keeway
India Managing Director
Vikas Jhabakh said.

To meet the business
requirements, he
said,”We also plan to ex-
pand our dealership net-
work across the country

and look at onboarding
over 100 dealers by the
end of 2023.” Jhabakh
said the Sixties 300i and
Vieste 300 would further
help the company estab-
lish Keeway’s “unique
identity in the Indian
market”.

Keeway said it has also
partnered with
Adishwar Auto Ride
India, the Indian partner
of Italian two-wheeler
maker Benelli, and will
leverage on the latter’s
over 40-dealer network
across the country and
the assembly plant that
is well equipped to meet
its growth plan.

Founded in 1999 in
Hungary, Keeway is pres-
ent in 98 countries. Its
product line covers
scooters, motorcycles
and all-terrain vehicles
(ATVs) with displace-
ments ranging from
125cc to 1200cc.

Hungarian two-wheeler maker 
Keeway to introduce 8 products by 2022

MMuummbbaaii,,  MMaayy  2299::  

Hybrid learning is the best way
to fill the learning gap and
present a learning model in a
smarter method. COVID took
an irreparable toll on education
during the last few years, and
close to 70% of children did not
attend any formally structured
learning platform. Even before
the Pandemic, the world is
already heading toward digital
learning but in a steady mode.
Emerging ecosystem of smart
hybrid learning, said Tulika
Singh. Prior, it was a model
that got the spotlight during
the pandemic and has now
become a need. The organized
learning platform exempts stu-
dents from distractions, class-
room noise, hesitation, and
other challenges. The meta-
morphoses of learning not only
fringe benefits to students, but
additionally become a perk for
mentors, she said.  Hybrid or

Smart learning further gives
parents and students the right
tools to provide structured and
scheduled knowledge at home.
It also encourages the child to
have more personalized learn-
ing in their own space and
pace. The activities, curricu-
lum, and easy access to the
study material are meant to
replace the traditional method
and adopt the under-process-
ing method of learning, hybrid
learning. The productive and

best-suited environment of
digital learning is developing in
accord with the needs of stu-
dents. The model evolves the
personalized and effective
alliance between students and
instructors with synchronized
and unsynchronized learning
activities. Hybrid learning tools
combined with classroom
learning promises a significant
impact on overall learning out-
comes. It also addresses the
shortcomings of our education
system, which is prone to the
uncertainty of extreme weath-
er conditions, health issues of
children, or mishaps at home,
and where a child can continue
the learning with this flexible
mode of education. The newly
designed learning administers
flexibility, instant feedback,
customized assessments, self-
directed learning, and self-
paced learning with the help of
AI to make it even more pro-
ductive. 

Emerging ecosystem of smart
hybrid learning: Tulika Singh

New Delhi, May 29: 

State-owned Bank of
Maharashtra (BoM) has
emerged as the top per-
former among public sec-
tor lenders in terms of
loan and deposit growth
in percentage terms dur-
ing 2021-22.

The Pune-headquar-
tered lender recorded a 26
per cent increase in gross
advances at Rs 1,35,240
crore at the end of March
2022, according to the
BoM data. It was followed
by State Bank of India
and Union Bank of India
with 10.27 per cent and
9.66 per cent growth, re-
spectively. However, in ab-
solute terms, aggregate
loans of SBI were nearly
18 times higher at Rs
24,06,761 crore while
Union Bank of India’s five

times higher at Rs 6,99,269
crore compared to that of
BoM’s at the end of fourth
quarter. With regard to de-
posit growth, BoM wit-
nessed a 16.26 per cent
growth and mobilised Rs
2,02,294 crore at the end of
March 2022.

Union Bank of India
was second with an 11.99
per cent growth in de-
posits (Rs 10,32,102 crore)
while Indian Bank record-
ed a 10 per cent increase
at Rs 5,84,661 crore, ac-
cording to the published
data. Total business
growth of BoM was also
the highest at 20 per cent
at Rs 3,37,534 crore fol-
lowed by Union Bank of
India at 11.04 per cent at
Rs 17,31,371 crore at the
end of FY’22. In terms of
RAM (retail, agriculture
and MSME) segment,

BoM registered the high-
est growth rate of 18.65
per cent at Rs 80,669 crore.
The bank’s gross NPAs
nearly halved to 3.94 per
cent from 7.23 per cent in
March 2021, while net
NPAs more than halved to
0.97 per cent from 2.48 per
cent in March 2021. For
the full year to March, the
lender saw its net profit
rising two-fold to Rs 1,152
crore as against Rs 550
crore in FY21.

BoM is eyeing a 25-30
per cent growth in its net
profit in the current fi-
nancial year, aided by a
healthy growth in net in-
terest income (NII) and
fall in provisions for bad
assets. NII grew by 23.42
per cent on a year-on-year
basis to Rs 6,044 crore in
FY2022, as against Rs
4,897 crore in FY2021.

Bank of Maharashtra tops PSU
lenders chart in loan growth in FY22

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2299::    

Delhi-based company
‘Drone Destination’ plans to
establish at least 150 drone
pilot training schools across
the country by 2025, its CEO
Chirag Sharma has said. 

“We intend to partner with
universities, agricultural insti-
tutes and police academies to
serve the distinct needs of the
ecosystem and enable
employment and entrepre-
neurship opportunities to over

1 lakh individuals required by
our industry by 2025,” Sharma
said in an interview to PTI.
Drone Destination is India’s
first remote pilot training
organisation approved by avi-
ation regulator Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) under the new Drone
Rules, 2021. It currently runs
six remote pilot training
schools in the country. 

“The company has so far
opened six centres: four in
association with Indira Gandhi
Rashtriya Uran Akademi
(IGRUA), the largest flying
training organisation under
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
at Gurugram, Bengaluru,
Gwalior and Dharamshala; one
in association with
Sanskardham Global Mission
Institute; and the most recent
launch at Punjab’s first Drone
Training School in Chandigarh
University,” Sharma noted.

‘Drone Destination’ to 
establish 150 drone pilot training

schools by 2025: CEO
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2299::    

On the back of the best-
ever price it earned on crude
oil it produces, state-owned
Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) reported
a record net profit of Rs 40,305
crore in the fiscal year ended
March 31, becoming India’s
second most profitable com-
pany behind Reliance
Industries Ltd. 

In a statement, ONGC said
net profit for the fiscal FY22
(April 2021 to March 2022)
soared 258 per cent to Rs
40,305.74 crore from Rs
11,246.44 crore in the previous
financial year. 

This as it got an average of
USD 76.62 for every barrel of
crude oil produced and sold in
the fiscal as against USD 42.78
per barrel net realisation in
the previous year. This is the
best ever price that ONGC got

as international oil prices
surged from late 2021 and
spiked to a near 14-year high
of USD 139 per barrel after
Russia invaded Ukraine.
International rates had spiked
to a record USD 147 per barrel
in 2008 but ONGC’s net reali-
sation at that time was much
lower as it had to provide sub-
sidies to fuel retailers so that
they could sell petrol, diesel,
cooking gas LPG and kerosene
at rates lower than cost. 

ONGC now gets internation-
al rates as the downstream
fuel retailers too price petrol,
diesel and other petroleum
products at global rates. 

The firm got USD 2.35 per
million British thermal unit for
the gas it sold as against USD
2.09 in the previous FY21 fis-
cal. The gas price jumped to
USD 6.1 in April this year and
this impact will be visible in
the first-quarter earnings. 

ONGC reports highest net profit
of Rs 40,306 cr; becomes India’s

2nd most profitable firm

New Delhi, May 29:
Trading activity in the eq-
uity markets will be guid-
ed by a host of macroeco-
nomic data announce-
ments scheduled during
the week, apart from glob-
al trends amid ongoing
concerns over high infla-
tion, analysts said.
Foreign institutional in-
vestors (FIIs), a key driver
for the Indian markets,
would also be tracked for
cues, they added. “Market
will remain busy with
macro numbers this week
where GDP, auto sales and
PMI numbers will be fac-
tors on the domestic front,
whereas PMI numbers of
various countries and un-
employment data of the
US will be important glob-
al macro numbers. “Amid
all this, movement of dol-
lar index and crude oil

prices will continue to
have an impact on market
volatility. FIIs are still in
selling mode where it will
be interesting to see
whether they start some
buying in the Indian mar-
ket amid improved senti-
ments,” said Santosh
Meena, Head of Research,
Swastika Investmart Ltd.

In the last batch of earn-
ings, companies like
Aurobindo Pharma,
Jindal Steel and Sun
Pharma will announce
their numbers. “This week
marks the beginning of
the new month also and
participants will be closely
eyeing important high-fre-
quency data like auto
sales, manufacturing and
services PMI data. “Before
that, GDP data, which is
scheduled on May 31, will
be in focus. Apart from

these, updates on monsoon
progress will also remain
on radar,” said Ajit
Mishra, VP - Research,
Religare Broking Ltd. Last
week, the Sensex jumped
558.27 points or 1.02 per
cent and the Nifty gained
86.30 points or 0.53 per
cent. Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit
Financial Services, said,
“Towards the end of the
last week, the market was
able to recoup its losses fol-
lowing favourable retail
earnings in the US and re-
duced FII selling.

For this to sustain, the
actions undertaken by the
Fed and RBI in June will
be an important factor.”
Moreover, movement of
Brent crude oil and rupee
against the US dollar
would also be monitored
by investors.

Macro data, global cues to dictate
market trend this week: Analysts

Mumbai, May 29: 

The Reserve Bank  said
banks would need to sup-
port growth while being
watchful of the credit be-
haviour of entities whose
loans were restructured
during the pandemic peri-
od to arrest slippages.
Banks had extended mora-
torium on repayment of
loans and restructured ad-
vances to businesses to
help them combat the im-
pact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic and subsequent
lockdowns. In its annual
report released on Friday,
the RBI said the banking
sector has witnessed im-
proved financial parame-
ters despite the pandemic.
“There is, however, a need
to be watchful of the credit
behaviour of the restruc-
tured advances and possi-
bility of increased slip-

pages arising from sectors
that were relatively more
exposed to the pandemic,”
it noted. With the unwind-
ing of support measures,
some of the restructured
accounts might face sol-
vency concerns, and the
impact on banks’ balance
sheets will become clearer
in the upcoming quarters,
the report said. Prudence
warrants proactive recog-
nition of any non-viable
accounts to activate timely
resolution, it added. The

report said the gross non-
performing assets (GNPA)
ratio of all scheduled com-
mercial banks (SCBs)
moderated to its lowest
level in six years, aided by
efforts towards recoveries
and technical write-offs.

“Going forward, as the
economy recovers and
credit demand rises, banks
will need to focus on sup-
porting credit growth
while being vigilant of the
evolving risks. “Care
needs to be taken to ensure

that fresh slippages are ar-
rested, and banks’ balance
sheets are strengthened to
avoid future build-up of
stress,” said the Reserve
Bank’s Annual Report for
the Year 2021-22. It also
said bank credit growth
has begun to pick up to
track nominal GDP
growth and lenders are re-
gaining bottom lines.
Bank credit to commer-
cial sector improved and
aggregate deposits moder-
ated with the ebbing of
precautionary savings, it
said, adding bank credit
growth picked up, espe-
cially since August 2021,
and it was broad-based.
During 2021-22, against
the target for agricultural
credit of Rs 16.5 lakh
crore, banks achieved 104
per cent of the target (Rs
17.09 lakh crore) as on
March 31, 2022.

Banks need to support growth, remain
watchful of slippages: RBI report

New Delhi, May 29: 

Billionaire Mukesh
Ambani’s Reliance
Industries Ltd spent a
record Rs 1,184.93 crore in
fiscal year ended March 31
on corporate social re-
sponsibility (CSR) initia-
tives that spanned oxygen
delivery during second
wave of the pandemic, ed-

ucation and healthcare, ac-
cording to the company’s
latest annual CSR Report.

“Through FY 2021-22,
Reliance put social respon-
sibility initiatives, health
and well-being of commu-
nities at the top of its
agenda,” the report said.
This went beyond support-
ing employees as well as
their extended families
and was aimed at caring
for the most-at-need across
India in the face of an
emergency.

“During FY 2021-22,
Reliance contributed Rs
1,184.93 crore towards sup-
porting a number of need-
based, impactful CSR ini-
tiatives,” it said. The ini-
tiatives were spearheaded
by Reliance Foundation,
the philanthropic arm of
the company led by Nita
M. Ambani.

Reliance spends Rs 1,185 cr
on corporate 

social responsibility in FY22
Guwahati, May 29: 

PSU major Indian Oil
Corporation (IOC) on
Sunday said it is looking to
transport fuel to Tripura
through Bangladesh as the
rail network has been to-
tally snapped due to mas-
sive landslides in Assam.

After the only rail link
connecting Assam’s Dima
Hasao district and Barak
Valley, Mizoram, Manipur
and Tripura with the rest
of the country was
washed away earlier this
month, the company start-
ed moving all its supplies
by road via Meghalaya,
bearing more than double
the cost. “After the Dima
Hasao landslides, the only
way to reach Manipur,
Mizoram, Tripura and
southern Assam was the
road connectivity via

Meghalaya. This route is
also landslide prone,”
Indian Oil Corporation
Executive Director
(IndianOil-AOD) G
Ramesh told PTI. The situ-
ation forced the IOC, state
governments and the
Centre to scout for alterna-
tive ways to supply fuel to
the southern region of the
Northeast, he added.
Ramesh said that the
IndianOil-AOD, the com-
pany’s North East divi-
sion, had in 2016 sent a few
consignments to Tripura
via Bangladesh when the
supply was badly hit due
to pathetic road conditions
in Barak Valley in Assam.
“We are trying to revive
that six-year-old network
as an alternative route.
Currently, we are talking
to the Bangladesh govern-
ment through the Centre.

IOC plans to transport fuel
to Tripura via Bangladesh

Emily Shah: Cinema is the
most powerful medium for

underdog stories

I
ndian American actress
Emily Shah, who plays a
pivotal role in the film

'Jungle Cry' with Abhay Deol,
says that cinema is the most
powerful medium to bring out
and celebrate the stories of un-
sung heroes and underdogs.

The story of the film 'Jungle
Cry' is based on the true story
of a group of young boys from
Odisha, The Jungle Cats of
India, who mastered the game
of rugby within four months
and went on to win the 2007
Under-14 Rugby World Cup.

Asked why she felt she had
to be a part of the film, Emily
said : "I have lived in America

so when I heard the narration
of the story I was quite sur-
prised about the achievement
of these young boys and no
one was talking about it."

She continued: "Later, I re-
alised many Indians also are
not aware of the achievement
of these boys, perhaps because
it went unnoticed by the main-
stream media."

Emily said she realised that
"at times, only through cinema
we can bring people together
to celebrate the stories of un-
derdogs". She added: "Yes, cin-
ema is that powerful medium,
in India as well as
worldwide. That was

enough reason for me to be
part of the story!" In the film
she plays Roshni, the manager
of the Indian team.

On her co-actor, Abhay
Deol, Emily said: "I think he
is the best collaborator for
any actor; it is interactive
and he is always open to sug-
gestions. At the same time,
his acting is so real, subtle
and impactful at the same
time! We had a great time
shooting."

B
ollywood actor Varun Dhawan,
who was in the capital to unveil
the new track from his upcoming

film 'Jug Jugg Jeeyo', has given a cryptic
reply on him making a digital debut. "I
don't think I can give details about this.
But something in the works.. Hai kuch
something prime. The world is getting
smaller in concerns with information
and technology. There are certain gen-
res that work well on streaming and
there are some in theatres but defi-
nitely audience wants to consume
content." "They want to be enter-
tained for sure. Right now whatev-
er the environment is... we want
entertainment. We want to laugh
and enjoy." Varun was in New
Delhi with his co-actor Kiara
Advani to unveil the first track
'The Punjaabban' from the upcom-
ing film, which also stars Anil
Kapoor and Neetu Kapoor. The
film, which delves around the con-
cept of divorce, is slated to release
in theatres on June 24. 'Jug Jugg

Jeeyo' is directed by Raj Mehta.

A
ctress
K i a r a
Advani, who

was in the capital to
launch the first song from
her upcoming film 'JugJugg
Jeeyo', dodged the question about

when is she tying-the-knot with her
rumoured beau and actor Sidharth
Malhotra.

During the song launch in the
New Delhi, Kiara was asked if

she was planning to get married
anytime soon, the actress

replied: "Jab hoga main aapko
definitely invite karungi.

Filhaal sirf filmon main
meri shaadi ho rahi hai aap

mujhe dulhan ke roop
main yahaan dekh sakte
hai. Jab bhi hoga you all

will get to know. (Whenever
it happens I will invite you.

Right now, I am just getting mar-
ried on screen, you can see me as a

bride there. Whenever it happens
you'd know.)"

Kiara and Sidharth are ru-
moured to be dating for quite
some time now. However, nei-
ther of them has commented
on their rumoured relation-
ship.

Slated to release in the-
atres on June 24, 'Jug
Jugg Jeeyo' is directed
by Raj Mehta. The
film also stars Varun
Dhawan, Anil
Kapoor and
Neetu Kapoor.

ACROSS

1. Shoulder gesture

6. Irritates

10. Lovers' quarrel

14. Taunt

15. City light

16. Mexican snack

17. UFO pilot

18. Notorious emperor

19. One who mimics

20. What Moses parted (2 wds.)

22. Love song

24. Printing measures

25. Did again

27. Picasso's creation

28. Cyclist ____ Armstrong

32. Comedian ____ Hope

35. Fibber

37. Tel Aviv's country

38. December 24 and 31

40. Japanese, e.g.

42. Coloring agents

43. Narrate again

45. Failures

47. Wind direction (abbr.)

48. Vine fruit

49. Forget-me-____

50. Forefather

54. Furious

57. Briefest

60. Ebb

62. Large brass instrument

63. PDQ's kin

65. Rock star ____ John

66. Thanks ____! (2 wds.)

67. Heroic narrative

68. Seat rows

69. Merriment

70. Watched

71. Shopping binge

DOWN

1. Gape
2. Singer ____ Reddy
3. Police actions
4. Utilizes
5. Not specific
6. Country hotel
7. Actress ____ Witherspoon
8. "M*A*S*H" locale
9. Nasal sound
10. ____ of living
11. Mama's spouse
12. Scored on serve
13. Pulled apart
21. In the sky
23. Snakelike fish
26. School groups (abbr.)

29. Negative votes
30. Average grades
31. Additional
32. Ice mass
33. Finished
34. Phi ____ Kappa
36. Disencumber
37. Within a building
39. Detach
41. Mother's sister
44. Gave temporarily
46. Roads
51. Desist
52. Student's assignment
53. Phase
54. Measuring device
55. Love to pieces
56. Thick
57. Buck
58. Ship's frame
59. Bassoon's relative
61. Trim
64. Lily ____
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There is power in your words today,
Aquarius, along with a great deal of
emotional self-confidence. Things
may be moving rapidly, but you have
the strength and swiftness of mind to
keep up. You can seize great opportu-
nities when you team up with others. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

This is a good day for getting out of the
trenches and into the air for a fresh, new
perspective on a situation, Pisces. Don't
dwell on things beneath or behind you.
Keep looking up. Pick up the phone and
call a close friend you haven't spoken
with in a while. There may be a great deal
of catching up to do. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Don't twiddle your thumbs today waiting
for someone else to make the first move,
Aries. The burning restlessness inside
you is a clear sign that things have to
happen. Don't wait any longer to quench
this thirst for adventure. There are
important things to be accomplished, so
get off the couch and move. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Keep yourself open to all the possibilities
that the day brings, Taurus. You'll be sur-
prised at the incredible opportunities that
come your way when you stop judging peo-
ple and their actions. This is a time to be
humorous and social (from an appropriate
distance). Keep things light, and remember
to keep a healthy perspective on any situa-
tion. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Make sure there's an equal amount of
give and take in your day, Gemini.
Sometimes when you love someone,
you just want to keep giving and giving
to demonstrate your incredible love. Be
sure that you aren't draining yourself of
valuable energy that you need for your-
self, because maintaining your health is
absolutely critical now. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You may be at a point where you just want
to stop and rest, Cancer. This is the time to
do so. You deserve a break, so take this day
and enjoy yourself. While there's often
more fun to be had in numbers, the current
reality of social distancing translates this
into conference calls and online parties, so
plan accordingly. 

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Don't let things bother you, Leo. Have
confidence that you're on the right
track. Your strong will and erratic
habits will prove quite effective on a
day like today, when things are floun-
dering and indecision abounds. It's
your opportunity to grab the reins
where other people have dropped
them. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Frolic in a wide-open field today, Virgo.
Pick some wildflowers and put them in a
vase on your kitchen table. If you can't
leave the house or go beyond the back
yard, do something equivalent to frolick-
ing and picking. Small things can bring
sunshine and hope to a stagnant situa-
tion. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Tap into the electrifying energy of a
day that encourages safe, appropri-
ate social interactions and activities,
Libra. You'll find plenty of oxygen to
keep your internal fire raging. Take
the lead and others will follow eager-
ly. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Social contact may be limited to Zoom
conversations and waving to masked
strangers on the street, Scorpio, but the
factors of risk and reward are still in play.
From the remove of safe social distanc-
ing, the "dangerous stranger" myth is
more about fear of the unknown than
about imminent physical threat. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Take off to the stars today, Sagittarius, and
keep your mind and heart open to all that's
possible when you have faith in yourself and
the work you do. Mastery of a skill comes
when you have the guts to always take it to
the next level. Consider different areas of
your life that require more of that confi-
dence at this time. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

The masculine and feminine sides of your
personality should be working together
well today, Capricorn. The key is to keep
the energy moving. Try not to stagnate on
any one issue. Use your words and nur-
turing abilities to soothe others' worries.
Actively direct your energy outward with
the tender sensitivity that you possess
within. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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It’ only a reel
marriage, wait

for the real one,
says Kiara

Varun Dhawan hints at OTT debut soon

T
his week in &TV
shows, the character
will disguise them-

selves in a new avatar to
entertain viewers. About
&TV's Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai? Sakina Mirza
shares, “The entire haveli
is engrossed in the popu-
lar Saas-Bahu serial
'Hazaaron Sazzishin Aisi.'
Both Shanti (Farhana
Fatema) and Sakina
(Akansha Singh) miss the
main portion of the show
because of Mirza (Pawan
Singh) and Mishra's
(Ambrish Bobby) hunger,
and they blame their hus-
bands. Later, Shanti and
Sakina discuss the serial
with Paro, and through
her, they learn of
Madhurima's exclusive
saree sale, which they de-
mand from Mirza and
Mishra in exchange for
forgiveness. Mirza and
Mishra get up early in the
morning to go shopping
for sarees, but they sleep
there. Meanwhile, Bittu
(Annu Awasthi) and Gang,
on the other hand, go out

and buy sarees for their
loved ones. Mishra and
Mirza call Adi to check on
their wives' moods, and
Adi warns them not to
come empty-handed, mak-
ing them nervous.
Disturbed by their wives’
addiction to the show, both
cut the cable wire. But
their plan gets fails when
Madhurima advises their
wives to go and watch the
serial at a neighbour's
house, causing Mirza and

Mishra to do all the house-
hold chores and further
prompting them to plot an
act of revenge against
Madhurima. What will be
Mirza and Mishra’s re-
venge plan?"

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00
pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai? at 9:30 pm,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00 pm, and Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai at 10:30 pm, airing
every Monday to Friday
only on &TV!

New character, new disguise
to entertain viewers

I
t is rightly said ‘The
depth of your struggle,
determines the height

of your success’, one such
great example of success is
the 90s romance king Udit
Narayan. The evergreen
singer has shouldered
every second Bollywood
song back in the 90’s with
his rhythmic and wonder-
ful voice; making us want
to hear more of him. His
contribution to the Indian
music industry remains
unmatched. And, celebrat-
ing this legendary music
maestro and the glorious
musical era of the 90s with
much galore will be Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s Superstar
Singer 2’s Saturday
episode themed ‘90s songs
of 90s’. Promising to be a
90’s kids delight, the
episode will be graced by
the musical tri-murti of
the 90s - Udit Narayan,
Anuradha Paudwal and
Superstar Singer 2 judge
Alka Yagnik. Not only will

they bring in some 90s nos-
talgia but will also reveal
some interesting tidbits
about the 90s and some of
their popular composi-
tions.

Udit Narayan 
reminisces his childhood 
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Paris, May 29 (AP): 

Yet another Champions
League title for Real Madrid,
the undisputed king of
Europe.

Madrid became European
champion for a record-ex-
tending 14th time double the
number of any other team
on the continent after beat-
ing Liverpool 1-0 in a final
that started 37 minutes late
because of disturbing
scenes outside the Stade de
France on Saturday.

It evoked memories of the
violence that marred the
European Championship
final at Wembley Stadium 10
months ago.

Brazil winger Vin cius J
nior was the match-winner,
applying a close-range fin-
ish in the 59th minute from
Federico Valverde's drive
across the face of goal, while
goalkeeper Thibaut
Courtois took just as many
plaudits by making breath-
taking saves by Sadio Mane
and Mohamed Salah.

"Today nobody was going
to get in my way," Courtois
said. "I was going to win a
Champions League no mat-

ter what." It gave Madrid
coach Carlo Ancelotti a
fourth European Cup title,
the most ever for a manager

in the competition's history,
and completed the
Champions League-La Liga
double for a Spanish giant

for whom winning titles is
ingrained in its culture.

And this time, there was
no need for the kind of stir-
ring comeback that Madrid
had to produce in getting
past Paris Saint-Germain,
defending champion
Chelsea and Manchester
City in the knockout stage. It
might go down as the most
grueling run to the title in
the long history of the com-
petition

"We are the best," Madrid
striker Karim Benzema
said.

"It was a very difficult
competition for us and we
deserved to win this final.
With all the history this
team has, we showed every-
one that we are always
here."

Playing its 64th game of
the season, Liverpool just
couldn't find a way past
Courtois, who tipped Mane's
first-half shot onto the post
and produced an even better
save to turn away Salah's ef-
fort in the 81st.

Srinagar, May 29 (PTI): 

Former Australian crick-
eter and World Cup-win-
ning coach Dav Whatmore
on Sunday said Umran
Malik was a breath of fresh
air in the world of pace
bowling and expressed
hope that the 22-year-old
goes from strength to
strength.

Whatmore, who arrived
in Srinagar as part of a
camp at a private school
here, said many youngsters
from J-K would like to emu-
late the pace sensation.

Umran Malik is a breath
of fresh air for the speed
and pace bowling. He has
been wonderful to the point
that he was retained by his
(IPL) franchise which is a
big thing. I am sure there
are a lot of youngsters in
this state that would like to
emulate Malik, the crick-
eter, who has in past
coached Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, and Bangladesh
among other teams, told re-
porters.

He congratulated Malik

for being selected in the
India cricket team

Let's hope he does well.
Congratulations to him for
being selected in the Indian
squad. We all hope that he
goes from strength to
strength, Whatmore said.
Asked about his favourites
for the IPL final match to be
played between Rajasthan

Royals and Gujarat Titans,
Whatmore said it is really
good for the IPL for those
two teams to be playing in
the finals. I am not sure
which way to go. There are
good reasons for both to
win the IPL. Maybe later in
the day, I will have some
leaning, but both are very
very good teams, he said.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

Para-canoeist Prachi
Yadav created history by
becoming the first Indian
to clinch a bronze medal
in women's VL2 200m
event at the Paracanoe
World Cup at Poznan,
Poland.

Prachi bagged the
bronze with a timing of
1:04.71 seconds behind sil-
ver medallist Brianna
Hennessy of Canada
(1:01.58s) and gold medal-
list Susan Seipel of
Australia (1:01.54s).

It is India's best-ever per-
formance in the event
which started on May 26
and will end on Sunday.

Besides, Manish Kaurav
(KL3 men 200m) and
Manjeet Singh (VL2 men
200m) made it to the finals
of their respective events

for the first time in the his-
tory of the tournament.

Jaideep qualified for the
semifinals of VL3 men's

200m event but could not
progress further.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI):

Arjun Rehani and
Deepshikha Singh
emerged victories in the
men's and women's singles
categories at the Delhi
State Ranking Badminton
Championship here on
Sunday.

Top seed Arjun got the
better off Sidhant Chopra
22-20 21-12 in the men's
final, while Deepshikha
stunned fourth seeded
Khushi Thakkar 21-12 15-
21 21-8 in an hour and 2
minutes in the women's
summit clash.

In under 19, girls sin-
gles, Isobel Kuriyan
shocked top seed Ishita
Negi 21-15 21-15 to emerge
champion, while S
Ginpaul saw off ninth
seed Sataksh Singh 21-13
16-21 21-6 to finish at the

top in u-19 boys singles. It
was the second edition of
the tournament, which
was postponed in March
due to restrictions in wake
of the COVID-19 pandemic
early this year.

"This is just the second
among a series of tourna-
ments to follow, starting
with interschool, inter
academy and even bad-
minton leagues. The more
the competition, the more
the opportunity and expo-
sure," Delhi Capital
Badminton Association
(DCBA) president Dr
Ameeta Singh said.

Taking about the tour-
nament, Singh said: "We
had over 1500 matches in
12 courts. It was the sec-
ond tournaments with a 60
% rise in prize money and
there was all categories
from U-13 to +75 masters.

Mangalore, May 29 (PTI) 

Karnataka's Ramesh Budhial
outwitted Tamil Nadu's Ajeesh
Ali to be crowned as the new
national champion in the
men's open surf category on
the final day of the third edi-
tion of the Indian Open of
Surfing here on Sunday.
Sugar Banarse and Sofiya
Sharma were crowned the
national champions in the
women's open and Groms Girls
16 & Under categories respec-
tively, while Tamil Nadu's
Kishore Kumar claimed the
title in the groms boys 16 &
Under category.
The day began with the semifi-
nals of the men's open surf
category which saw Ramesh
along with Tamil Nadu's Ajeesh
Ali, Sathish Sarvanan & Ruban
V advancing into the finals.
The finals were a treat to
watch with Ramesh displaying

some breathtaking maneuvers,
which impressed the judges
and helped him to clinch the
national title. Ramesh finished
with a total score of 16.33,
while runner's up Ajeesh Ali
finished with 15.67 points.
Sathish Sarvanan finished third
with 13 points. "I am so happy.
It is a great feeling to be the
national champion. The field
was tough, and Ajeesh was
spectacular, but I was here
today to put in my best effort
and I am glad I could do that,"
Ramesh said in a release.
In women's open surf competi-
tion, 16-year-old Sugar
Banarse from Goa scored a
total of 14.50 points while run-
ner up Srishti Selvam earned
13.40 points. Karnataka's
Sinchana Gowda finished third
with 10.20 points. In total,
Tamil Nadu won six medals fol-
lowed by Karnataka (5) and
Goa (2) in the competition.

Paris, May 29 (AP): 

It's been so long since
No. 1-ranked Iga Swiatek
lost 31 matches now and
even since she ceded so
much as a set that last hap-
pened more than a month
ago that she could be for-
given if she couldn't recall
how to react when in trou-
ble on a tennis court.

Which is why it was
worth watching as the 2020
French Open champion
navigated a couple of
tricky spots in the third
round at Roland Garros on
Saturday.

Turns out Swiatek did-
n't panic and didn't allow
thoughts about this domi-
nant run coming to an end
distract her in what would
become a 6-3 7-5 victory

against hard-hitting
Danka Kovinic of
Montenegro.

"Thinking about all
these stats, it's not really
helpful. So basically I try
to be really strict in terms
of my thoughts and try to
really focus on ... finding

solutions," said Swiatek, a
20-year-old from Poland
whose last name is pro-
nounced shvee-ON'-tek.

"The thoughts are there,
but I'm accepting that."

Kovinic also got a too-
close-for-comfort look at
Swiatek's predecessor atop

the WTA rankings, the
since-retired Ash Barty,
during a 6-0, 6-0 loss at the
Australian Open in
January.

After Saturday's set-
back, Kovinic said she was
dealing with a nerve issue
in her right shoulder and
felt tingling in that arm
and two of her fingers. She
also said she made sure to
deliver a message to
Swiatek when they shook
hands at the net.

"I told her, Keep going.'
It's really great for tennis,
for our sport, what she's
doing. Obviously, she has
something extra that the
rest of us don't have," the
95th-ranked Kovinic said.

"She has something spe-
cial. What it is, I don't
know."

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

A newly elected body of
the All India Football
Federation should be in
place by September end
and a modified constitu-
tion will be submitted to
the Supreme Court by
July 15, Committee of
Administrators (CoA)
member S. Y. Quraishi
said on Sunday.

The Supreme Court had
on May 18 appointed a
three-member CoA head-
ed by former top court
judge AR Dave to manage
the affairs of the AIFF
and form its constitution
in line with the National
Sports Code and model
guidelines. Former Chief

Election Commissioner
Quraishi and ex-Indian
football team captain
Bhaskar Ganguly are the
other members of the
CoA.

"The election process
will take six to eight
weeks to complete. Then
by the end of September, a
newly elected body should
be in position," said
Qureshi.

"The CoA, led by myself,
has submitted a draft con-
stitution after long delib-
eration to the Supreme
Court which was not ac-
cessible to the public for a
long time.

"However, now that the
SC has asked the draft
constitution to be made

public, we are also looking
for suggestions and feed-
back on the same. Taking
these into consideration,
we expect to submit a
modified version of the
Constitution by July 15."

Quraishi and Ganguly
were made administrators
by the SC in 2017 to formu-
late the constitution of the
AIFF in consonance with
the National Sports Code.
They had submitted a
draft constitution to the
SC in a sealed cover in
January 2020.

"Hopefully, by July 21,
we will have an approved
constitution as there are
various notices and clari-
fications on the electoral
role.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

India's Rudrankksh
Balasaheb Patil finished
seventh in the men's 10m
air rifle competition at the
ISSF Combined World Cup
in Baku, Azerbaijan, on
Sunday. The 18-year-old
Junior World
Championship silver
medallist had made the
top eight stage on
Saturday, finishing fourth
in qualification. Serbia's
Lazar Kovacevic won gold,
Croatian Miran Maricic
silver and Kazakh Islam
Usseinov won bronze.

Rudrankksh shot 153.7
in the ranking round to
bow out first along with
Poland's Maciej
Kowalewicz.

Madrid wins Champions League
final marred by crowd chaos

Real Madrids Marcelo lifts the trophy as players celebrate winning the Champions League final 
soccer match between Liverpool and Real Madrid at the Stade de France in Saint Denis near Paris.

Umran Malik ‘breath of fresh’ 
air for pace bowling: Whatmore

Para-canoeist Prachi Yadav bags
bronze in Paracanoe World Cup

India's para-canoeist Prachi Yadav with her bronze medal at the Paracanoe World Cup at Poznan, Poland.

Ramesh, Sugar crowned
National Champions at
Indian Open of Surfing

Arjun, Deepshikha win titles
at Delhi State Ranking

Badminton Championship

No. 1 Swiatek finds focus at French Open amid 31-match run Rudrankksh finishes
seventh at Baku

Shooting World Cup

AIFF’s new elected body should be in
position by September end: Quraishi

Dubai, May 29 (PTI): 

Manisha Ramadass
claimed two gold medals,
while Paralympic champi-
on Pramod Bhagat also se-
cured the yellow metal at
the 4th Fazza Dubai Para
Badminton International
here on Sunday.

In women's SU5 catego-
ry, Manisha defeated
Japan's Akiko Sugino 21-17
21-11 and then combined
with Mandeep Kaur to out-
wit Thailand's Nipada
Saensupa and Chanida
Srinavakul 21-9 21-13 in
just 21 minutes.

In men's singles SL3,
Bhagat, who won two gold
medals at the recent
Bahrain 2022

International, defeated
compatriot Nitish Kumar
19-21 21-17 21-17 to emerge
victories.

"I am very happy to keep
the winning momentum
in singles, but unfortu-
nately, we fell short in
mixed doubles. This win
will boost my preparation
and training for Canada
International," the 33-year-
old Bhagat said.

"Manisha is really a
good emerging player in
SU5 and I am sure we will
deliver good results in fu-
ture," Bhagat added.

Manasi Joshi also
claimed gold in SL3, beat-
ing fellow Indian Mandeep
Kaur 16-21 24-22 21-14 in 43
minutes.

Manisha Ramadass win
twin gold medals at Fazza

Dubai Para Badminton Monaco, May 29 (PTI): 

India's Jehan Daruvala took his
fourth podium of the Formula
2 season with a second-placed
finish at the iconic Monaco
street track.
The 23-year-old chalked up the
landmark result, his 11th
Formula 2 podium, in
Saturday's sprint race.
The Prema Racing driver had
lined up third on the grid. He
got a good getaway but had to
take avoiding action to dodge
stalled pole-sitter Jake Hughes
which allowed team mate
Dennis Hauger into the lead.
Jehan slotted into second and
gave chase but was unable to
find a way past on the twisting
streets of the Principality,
notorious for being difficult to
overtake on, with the top six,
except Hughes, finishing in the
order in which they started.

Still, Jehan took home his first
Monaco podium, the Red Bull-
backed racer going up to the
hallowed Royal Box to receive
his trophy. Jehan followed up
his sprint podium with a
points-scoring finish in
Sunday's feature race.
He started 8th but was
squeezed into the wall at the
start.
He opted for a similar strategy
to the one he used in Saudi
Arabia, where he went from
14th to third, choosing to start
on the softer tyre and stop
early.
But an inopportune safety car
allowed those running further
up the field to bank a 'free'
pit-stop. That denied drivers
like Jehan, who had stopped
early and were closing the gap
to rivals scheduled to pit later,
the chance to vault past them
through the stops.

Jehan secures maiden
podium in Monaco

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

India's Smit Toshniwal suf-
fered a straight-game loss in
the women's singles semi-
finals after an impressive
week at the Austrian Open
International series in Graz on
Sunday. Sixth seed Toshniwal,
who had reached the finals of
Odisha Super 100 and
Slovenia International, lost
13-21 11-21 to top seed Wen
Chi Hsu of Chinese Taipei in
28 minutes.
The 21-year-old from Nasik,
who trains at Chetan Anand
Badminton Academy in
Hyderabad, had defeated
compatriot Keyura Mopati in
the quarterfinals. In the earli-
er rounds, she had beaten
Indonesia's Mutiara Ayu
Pusapitasari and England's
Estelle Van Leeuwen.

Toshniwal loses in
semifinals of

Austrian Open
International series

Pune, May 29 (PTI): 

Supernovas' triumphant
captain Harmanpreet Kaur
on Saturday said that her
side knew that the Women's
T20 Challenge final against
Velocity could go down to
the wire.

In the end, Supernovas
beat Velocity by four runs in
a tense match to win their
third title in four editions.
But, it was not an easy win
as Laura Wolvaardt threat-
ened to almost single-hand-
edly took Velocity within
striking distance of a sensa-
tional win, with a blazing 65
not out off 40 balls.

"My heartbeat was nor-
mal," she said when asked
about the tense last min-
utes. English left-arm spin-
ner Sophie Ecclestone con-

ceded 12 runs in the final
over from which Velocity
needed 17 to pull off a stun-
ning win.

"I knew this game was
going to be like that only
and I was prepared for the
game to go down to the wire.
Great effort by the girls. We
never felt we won the game
and we knew anything
could happen."

Velocity's opening pair of
Shafali Verma and Yastika
Bhatia made a flying start to
their run chase of 166, by
scoring 28 off the first two
overs but they later suffered
a batting collapse before
Wolvaardt raised their
hopes. "First over was not in
our favour but I knew if we
get two early wickets, match
can turn for us. At the right
moment we were getting the

wickets. When Pooja start-
ed, we planned something
else, but she wasn't able to
bowl what we were think-
ing. It happens. "The way
Sophie bowled it was out-
standing. She was quite con-
fident. If you have a bowler
who is so confident, half the
job is done. I was just giving
her placement and she was
bowling the way she wanted
to bowl.

"When you have team-
mates who always want to
play each and every mo-
ment, you do that whether
it's in your favour or not."

Player of the match as
well as player of the tourna-
ment, Deandra Dottin, for
her 44-ball 62 and two wick-
ets for 28 runs, said she felt
good to be a part of this
event.

We knew game could go down
to the wire: Harmanpreet

J’khand to get WHO award
for tobacco control

Dhanbad, May 29 (PTI): 

Recognising its efforts
in controlling tobacco con-
sumption, the World
Health Organization
(WHO) has selected
Jharkhand for the World
No Tobacco Day (WNTD)
Award-2022, an official
said on Sunday. Stata
Tobacco Control Cell of
the Health Department
will receive the award on
the occasion of World No
Tobacco Day in New Delhi
on May 31, Jharkhand's
nodal officer of National
Tobacco Control
Programme (NTCP) Lalit
Ranjan Pathak told PTI.

"It's a great achievement
for Jharkhand, which
could be possible only due

to political and adminis-
trative supports that to-
bacco control cell has got
in implementing the pro-
gramme," Pathak said.
NTCP was launched in
Jharkhand in 2012 when
the tobacco prevalence
rate in the state was 51.1
per cent, of which 48 per
cent were smokeless users,
according to the Global
Adult Tobacco Survey
(GATS)-1 report. The
GATS-2 report, which was
published in 2018, said to-
bacco users came down to
38.9 per cent in the state, of
which 35.4 per cent were
smokeless users. "To bring
it further down,
Jharkhand initiated a slew
of measures between 2018
and 2022," Pathak said.

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

Simran Randhawa
recalls using a toy
phone to make imagi-
nary calls to "talk" to
her father, Major
Sukhvinder Singh
Randhawa, who was
killed during an anti-

militancy operation in
Pulwama in 1997 when she
was just 18 months old.

Narrating her experi-
ence in her book 'Cost of
War', Simran says it is easy
to chant for war and action
from the safety of one's
home but there is a price
for every victory. "I wanted
to write a book to describe
how a child feels after he or

she has lost father. War
does not just end with fall-
en soldiers.

It also leaves behind the
tattered lives of their fami-
lies," 26-year-old Simran,
currently studying psychol-
ogy in Canada, said. Her fa-
ther, Major Randhawa, was
awarded Kirti Chakra
posthumously after he laid
down his life but only after
killing two terrorists on
June 17, 1997. She was 18
months at that time.

Her mother, Lt Col R J
Randhawa, was the first
married women officer
commissioned in the Army
and the credit goes to
Ranjana Malik, the then
president of the Army

Wives Welfare Association,
who pursued her case
through her husband and
then Army chief Gen Ved
Prakash Malik.

"It was a case closely fol-
lowed by Ranjana and I had
a meeting with the then
Raksha Mantri (Defence
Minister) Mulayam Singh
Yadav, who gave clearance
for relaxing the rules and
allowing her to be commis-
sioned in the army," Malik
said at the book launch.

In the book, Simran talks
about moments of her life
where she missed her fa-
ther and questioned those
who indulge in warmon-
gering. "...it is easy to chant
for war and action from the

safety of your own homes.
It is easy to talk about the
inaction of the Army or the
government when you are
looking at a TV screen and
not a hail of bullets.

"Every time you demand
war, think of us. I think we,
as a country, sometimes for-
get that there is a price for
every victory. We forget
until you pass by a war me-
morial and see the never-
ending names, we forget
until you see someone like
me cry, and our lives ru-
ined. I think sometimes we
forget that there are lives
that bleed for each victory,"
she writes.

She remembered her
visit to the National War

Memorial where everyone
sees a stone for all the fall-
en soldiers. "And towards
the end you see rows of
empty stones, waiting for
soldiers to fall. What an
ominous sight, to expect
more bloodshed. In a way it
is practical to have room
for more stones, but in
every other way, it is utterly
heartbreaking," she said.

Having preserved her
every single memory,
Simran writes that people
generally say that children
forget with the passage of
time. "Well let me tell you
something, they don't. They
might not remember details
or facts, but they remember
how they feel," she said.

Acid attack survivors defy 
norms with another cafe 

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

Acid attack survivors
continue to make strides
in the mainstream world,
opening now a third caf ,
and fittingly naming it
Sheroes'. Sheroes is com-
pletely managed by acid
attack survivors right
from the kitchen to the
sales counter and aims to
spread awareness about
acid attacks and similar
crimes. The latest caf
came up on the campus of
Noida International stadi-
um in Sector 21 with col-
laboration of Noida
Authority.

Rupa, an acid attack
survivor from
Muzaffarnagar and one of
the managers, said that
after 2014, when the first
such joint was opened in
Laxmi Nagar, many more
survivors came forward
deciding to shed the bag-
gage of their pain. "The
idea was to have one plat-

form for all such sur-
vivors as most of them
are not so educated. Most
people give up their stud-
ies after such incidents,"
Rupa told PTI. Her own
life came to a standstill
after she was attacked by
her stepmother in 2008.

"After the attack, my fa-
ther disowned me. My
brother and I had grown
up in Faridabad with my
uncle and aunty. They
supported us immensely.
They've been like parents
to us," Rupa said.

Anshu Rajput, 24, from

Bijnor, did not lose hope
even as she was faced peo-
ple's apathy after becom-
ing victim of an acid at-
tack in 2015. "Acid attack
survivors face discrimina-
tion on a different level al-
together. It becomes diffi-
cult facing people. They
pass comments on us,
judge us, don't give us
jobs," Anshu told PTI.

She said she was at-
tacked with acid by a 55-
year-old man, who
claimed to love her. The
man was arrested later
and was sent to prison for
life. Anshu said that the
caf initiative boosted
their confidence by a great
magnitude. "Earlier, I al-
ways used to make sure
that I cover my face while
stepping out of my house.
That has changed now
after being associated
with other survivors. I
don't feel ashamed to show
my face to anyone any-
more," she said.

IIT Delhi study reveals mechanisms 
driving SARS-CoV-2 evolution in humans

New Delhi, May 29 (PTI): 

Researchers at the
Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Delhi
have revealed the mecha-
nisms driving the evolu-
tion of SARS-CoV-2 in hu-
mans which can help in
better understanding of
COVID-19's pathogenesis,
immune evasion and
emergence of variants of
concern.

According to the seven-
member research team,
CpG (a cytosine followed
by a guanine) numbers in
virus genomes have been
linked to host-switching,
the efficiency of virus
replication, immune eva-
sion and the ability of a
virus to cause disease.

The researchers found
that the rate of CpG deple-
tion from SARS-CoV-2
genomes rapidly decreas-
es after the first few
months of evolution in
humans. The research has
been published in a jour-
nal, Molecular Biology
and Evolution, and is ti-
tled "The Slowing Rate of
CpG Depletion in SARS-
CoV-2 Genomes is
Consistent with
Adaptations to the Human
Host".

"Zinc-finger antiviral
protein (ZAP) is a host
protein that can bind to
CpG-rich regions in
SARS-CoV-2, the causative
agent of the COVID-19
pandemic, and recruits
other host proteins to de-

grade the viral RNA.
Several viruses including
HIV-1, Influenza A virus
and SARS-CoV-2 prefer to
reduce their CpG content
(by losing CpGs) to min-
imise the host immune re-
sponse, thus allowing bet-
ter virus replication and
survival," Vivekanandan
Perumal from the
Kusuma School of
Biological Sciences, IIT
Delhi told PTI.

"The team analysed
over 1.4 million full-length
SARS-CoV-2 sequences
from across the world.
They found that the rate of
CpG depletion from SARS-
CoV-2 genomes rapidly de-
creases after the first few
months of evolution in
humans.

Vintage steam roadroller, antique press machine await rescue
Patna, May 29 (PTI):

A rare over a century-
old steam road roller built
by a British company that
was once used by the
Patna District Board for
constructing roads is lan-
guishing in a corner of
the district collectorate
campus, many of whose
historic buildings have
been demolished in the
last two weeks.

The main building of
the district board built in
1938, a Dutch-era record
room building barring its
small frontage, and a cen-
turies-old historic build-
ing near it, have been
razed while more struc-

tures await dismantling
for a redevelopment proj-
ect which has triggered
grief among heritage
lovers in India and
abroad.

The road roller, manu-
factured by John Fowler
and Co, Leeds, England,
currently lies parked in
an open area in front of
the Dutch-era district en-
gineer's office building
situated on the banks of
the Ganga river, its iron
wheels semi-buried in
ground even as labourers
shift old files and stocked
material from the iconic
building and other struc-
tures, also marked for
demolition.

However, talks are on
between the district

board authorities and
Patna Museum authori-

ties to shift this vintage
beauty, perhaps a rare
specimen of steam-pow-
ered road roller, to the
premises of the historic
museum, as there is a
risk of the old machine
getting damaged or worse
buried in debris as demo-
lition activity is being
carried out using bulldoz-
ers, officials said.

"We have spoken with a
senior official at Patna
Museum and informed
him about this heritage
road roller that we have,
though it needs restora-
tion. We have also told
them about a very rare,
historic printing press
machine that we possess,

which is housed in the
district engineer's office
building, said Kumari
Stuti, Chairperson,
District Board Patna.

Unfortunately, this
building is also set to be
demolished, so we
thought at least these rare
relics of the past be pre-
served for the future gen-
erations," Stuti said.

A team of two senior of-
ficials had recently visit-
ed the collectorate cam-
pus and inspected the
road roller, the vintage
printing machine and
other items of historic in-
terest, amid mountains of
rubble lying in the 12-acre
complex.

‘Ayurveda is science of 
life, no alternative to it’

Ujjain, May 29 (PTI): 

President Ram Nath
Kovind on Sunday called
upon Ayurveda experts to
promote research in the
field, saying there is no al-
ternative to this tradition-
al Indian system of medi-
cine so far in rural parts of
the country. "Ayurveda is
the science of life," he said
at a function after inaugu-
rating the 59th meet of the
All India Ayurveda
Conference, and dedicated
a government Ayurveda
College here to the people.

India is a country of vil-
lages and has the tradi-
tional medicine system -
Ayurveda. No alternative
medical system has taken
its place yet, Kovind said.
He called upon experts in
Ayurveda to work towards
boosting research, docu-

mentation and validation
in the field and make this
Indian medical system
popular. "It is time to un-
derstand the knowledge of
Ayurveda more deeply.
Scientists should meet the
challenge because the
need of the hour is to de-
liver techniques to the
world. This is a big chal-
lenge for all of us. I am

hopeful that all of you take
it (challenge) up and
progress," he added. "It is a
matter of pride that re-
search in Ayurveda is
being done in around 20
countries of the world, in-
cluding Mauritius," the
president said. People's in-
clination towards
Ayurveda grew during the
testing times of COVID-19

pandemic, when it saved
many lives, he noted. "It is
expected from the people
associated with research
to make Ayurveda more ef-
fective and popular to treat
diseases and pandemics.
There are many systems of
medicines in the world,
but Ayurveda is different
from them," he added.

The word pathy is at-
tached to different systems
of medicines (allopathy, ho-
meopathy) in the world.
Pathy means a system for
treatment of diseases. But
Ayurveda provides health
care - treatment with stress
on disease prevention, he
said, adding, "Efforts are
made to figure out the root
cause of the disease and
eliminate it. We all are
privileged to have such a
rich traditional knowledge
of Ayurveda."
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Passengers deboard Maitree Express train as passenger train services between India and Bangladesh resume after
a gap of over two years owing to the Covid-19 pandemic, in Kolkata, Sunday.

SERVICES RESUME

Army personnel pay tribute to Lance Naik Bappaditya Khutia, who was amongst the seven army personnel who lost their
lives after their bus fell in the Shyok River in Ladakh on Friday, at his native village in West Medinipur district, Sunday.

FLORAL TRIBUTES

President Ram Nath Kovind virtually inaugurates the new
building of the Government Ayurved Medical College, in Ujjain. 

Daughter recalls using toy phone to
‘talk’ to her army officer father

Acid attack survivors pose for pictures during opening of a
cafe Sheroes, in Noida, Sunday.

Patna Collectorate demolition

A rare vintage steam roadroller built by a British company that
was earlier used by the District Board Patna authorities for
construction of roads, languishing in a corner of the district
collectorate campus, many of whose historic buildings have
been demolished in the past two weeks, in Patna, Sunday.


