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New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday made a strong
pitch for use of local lan-
guages in courts, contend-
ing that it will increase the
confidence of common cit-
izens in the justice system
and they will feel more
connected to it.

He also appealed to chief
ministers and chief jus-
tices of high courts to give
priority to cases related to
undertrial prisoners lan-
guishing in jails and re-

lease them, as per law,
based on human sensitivi-
ties, and asserted that judi-

cial reform is not merely a
policy matter. Human sen-
sitivities are involved and
they should be kept in the
centre of all deliberations,
Modi said. In every district
there is a committee head-
ed by the district judge, so
that these cases can be re-
viewed and wherever pos-
sible, such prisoners may
be released on bail, the
prime minister said. "I
would appeal to all CMs
and CJs of high courts to
give priority to these mat-
ters on the basis of human-
itarian sensibility and the

law," he said. Addressing
the inaugural session of
the joint conference of
chief ministers and chief
justices of high courts,
being held after a gap of
six years, the prime minis-
ter said a group is looking
into making legislations in
two formats -- one in typi-
cal legal language and the
other in simple language
which can be understood
by ordinary people. He
said it is in practice in var-
ious countries and both
the formats are considered
as legally acceptable.

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI): 

Days after a group of ex-
civil servants wrote to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over "politics of
hate", another set of for-
mer judges and bureau-
crats slammed them, al-
leging their letter was a
political and anti-Modi-
government exercise
taken by them periodical-
ly to shape public opinion
against the ruling dispen-
sation.

Calling itself
'Concerned Citizens', the
group said it does not be-
lieve the open letter to
Modi by the
Constitutional Conduct
Group (CCG) -- the name
of the association of for-
mer bureaucrats -- had
"sincere motivations".

New Delhi, Apr 30: 

Northwest and central
India experienced their
hottest April in 122 years
with average maximum
temperatures reaching 35.9
and 37.78 degrees Celsius
respectively, the weather of-
fice said on Saturday.

Addressing a press con-
ference, India
Meteorological Department
Director General
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra
said northwest and west
central parts of the country
- Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Punjab and Haryana - will
continue to experience
above normal temperatures

in May as well. Nights
would be warmer in May in
most parts of the country,
except some regions of
south peninsular India,
Mohapatra said.

The average tempera-
tures observed pan-India
for April was 35.05 degrees,
which was the fourth high-
est in 122 years, he said.

"The average rainfall in
May 2022 over the country
is most likely to be above
normal," Mohapatra said.

However, parts of north-
west and northeast India as
well as the extreme south-
east Peninsula are expected
to get below normal rainfall
in May, he said.

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI): 

In his first visit abroad
this year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will have 25
hectic engagements in his
three-day travel to as many
countries where he will be
spending around 65 hours,
government sources said
on Saturday.

He will hold meetings, bi-
lateral as well as multilater-
al, with eight world leaders
from seven countries be-
sides having an interaction
with 50 global business
leaders, they said. He will

also interact with thou-
sands of members of the
Indian diaspora. Modi will
embark on a three-day visit
to Germany, Denmark and
France from May 2 amid
the Ukraine crisis, which
has united much of Europe
against Russia.

He will first travel to
Germany, then visit
Denmark and will have a
brief stop over in Paris on
his return journey on May
4. Prime Minister Modi will
be spending one night each
in Germany and Denmark
while two nights in flight.

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate Saturday
"seized" over Rs 5,551-crore
worth fund of Chinese mo-
bile manufacturing com-
pany Xiaomi for violating
the Indian foreign ex-
change law, officials said.

In a press release after
the ED's statement,
Xiaomi Technology India
Private Limited said its op-
erations in the country are
"firmly compliant with
local laws and regula-
tions".

The company (also
called Xiaomi India) is a
trader and distributor of
mobile phones in the coun-
try under the brand name
MI.

"Xiaomi India is a whol-
ly-owned subsidiary of the
China-based Xiaomi
group. This amount of Rs
5,551.27 crore lying in the
bank accounts of the com-
pany has been seized by
the Enforcement
Directorate," the agency
said in a statement.

The seizure has been
done under sections of the
Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA)

after a probe was launched
by the federal agency
against the company in
connection with alleged
"illegal remittances" sent
abroad by the Chinese
firm in February, it said.

Xiaomi began its opera-
tions in India in 2014 and
started remitting the
money the next year, the
agency said.

"The company has re-
mitted foreign currency
equivalent to Rs 5,551.27
crore to three foreign-
based entities which in-
clude one Xiaomi group
entity, in the guise of roy-
alty," the ED said.

Chatarpur, Apr 30: 

A 25-year-old woman from Uttar
Pradesh was allegedly thrown
out of a running train by a man
after she resisted his molesta-
tion attempt near Khajuraho in
Madhya Pradesh's Chhatarpur
district, an official said on
Saturday. After the incident,
which took place on Wednesday
night, the woman was admitted
to the District Hospital in
Chhatarpur, where she is under-
going treatment, he said. "The
woman was allegedly pushed
out of the running train after she
opposed a molestation attempt
by a male co-passenger,"
Jabalpur's Government Railway
Police Superintendent of Police
Vinayak Verma told PTI.

JOINT CONFERENCE OF CMs and CJs

PM bats for use of local
languages in courts

Ex-bureaucrats
defend Modi

WARM GREETINGS

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel meeting Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal at the joint conference of chief ministers and chief justices of high courts in
New Delhi on Saturday.

Parts of India witnessed
hottest April in 122 years

Woman thrown
out of moving train

PM MODI’S TRIP

‘25 engagements, including
meeting with 8 world leaders’

ED seizes Rs 5,551 cr deposits of
Chinese smartphone giant Xiaomi
̈ For FEMA violation
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Mittal Hospital instructed to continue
providing treatment through ESI

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 30: Acting on
a complaint made at
Collector Jandarshan, the
Chief Medical and Health
Officer of Durg has direct-
ed the Mittal Hospital,
Junwani to continue pro-
viding medical treatment
to the complainant (pa-
tient) through ESI card.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the hospital had
refused to continue enter-
taining the ESI card of this
patient and the patient was
being pressurised to con-
tinue the treatment
through Ayushman Card.
The aggrieved patient later
made a complaint at
Collector Jandarshan after

which the Health
Department issued instruc-
tions to the Mittal Hospital.
It needs to be mentioned
here that Hudco resident
Archana Chakraborty, wife
of Arun Chakraborty, is
suffering from cancer.

As she was covered
under ESI, she sought treat-
ment from Mittal Hospital,
Junwani as this institution
was closest to her resi-
dence. Initially the hospital
provided treatment includ-
ing chemotherapy on the
basis of ECI card but later
the doctors refused to con-
tinue the treatment under
this facility. They insisted
on submitting an
Ayushman Card for further
treatment.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 30: Mahira
Khatoon of KG-I 'D', MGM
Senior Secondary School,
Sector 6 brought laurels
for the School in the 26th
All India Children's
Educational Audio-Video
festival 2022, conducted by
Central Institute of
Educational Technology
(NCERT). The topic for the
contest was Nature-
Beautiful Part of Life. She
secured the first position
and made her parents as
well as the institution
proud. Very Rev Thomas
Ramban the VP of the
school, Hon

Correspondent Rajan
George and the School &
Church Managing
Committee members laud-
ed Mahira Khatoon for her
exceptional talent. Dr BD
Tharakan, Principal,

Anitha Rajan Head
Mistress, In-Charges and
the class teachers ex-
pressed their happiness
and congratulated Mahira
Khatoon on her achieve-
ment.

Precaution dose of COVID-19
vaccine to be administered 

in Sector 1 Hospital 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 30: The pre-
caution dose of COVID-19
vaccine (COVISHIELD)
will be administered in
Sector 1 BSP Hospital
from May 02, 2022 for per-
sons between 18-59 years of
age group, which shall in-
clude BSP regular staff,
contractual workers,
spouse of employees and
ex-employees who are be-
tween 18-59 years group,
which shall include BSP

regular staff, contractual
workers, spouse of em-
ployees and ex-employees
who are between 18-59
years. Pre requisites are as
follows: Age group 18-59
years; Vaccine type -
Precaution dose vaccine
will be same as vaccine ad-
ministered at the time of
first & second dose;
Eligibility - After comple-
tion of 9 months (i.e. 39
weeks/273 days) from the
date of administration of
2nd dose; No fresh regis-

tration in COWIN portal is
required; Beneficiaries
will have to produce vacci-
nation certificate of sec-
ond dose at the time of
vaccination; Those who
are eligible for precaution
dose but had covid infec-
tion, should wait for 3
months from the date of
recovery; Health care
workers, front line work-
ers and senior citizens will
continue to receive pre-
caution dose in sector 1
BSP hospital.

Durg Mayor, MLA too 
appeal to eat Bore and 

Basi on Labour Day
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 30: After the
appeal of the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
to realise the pride and
speciality of the summer
season food "Bore and
Basi" and eat the same on
Labour Day, various lead-
ers are also appealing the
same. The appeal has now
taken the shape of a cam-
paign.

In this sequel, the Durg
Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal
and MLA Durg (urban)
Arun Vora reached the
Samriddhi Bazar and
Indira market and ap-
pealed to the citizens to
eat Bore and Basi. He
added that Chhattisgarh
is a state of hard working
people and when we eat

such a food, it cools the
body during summer and
also increases digestion
power as well as keeps
skin soft.

It is also a great boon in
balancing the weight. The
soaked food becomes rich
in all the nutrients. The
Mayor said that every
Chhattisgarhia should
talk of including Bore and
Basi in the diet.

The MLA Arun Vora
further said that it is very

important for us to make
our young generation feel
proud of our food and cul-
ture. MLA Arun Vora and
the Mayor have appealed
that on May 1, we all
Chhattisgarhia, should
eat the aforesaid food with
Onion and mango chutney
and it should be done in
every household to ex-
press pride in our culture
and heritage. It is also a
panacea in balancing the
skin's softness and weight.

Pre-retirement Workshop
resumes at Bhilai Steel Plant

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 30: Personnel
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant has resumed Pre-
Retirement workshops
which were kept on hold for
the last two years due to the
covid pandemic.

Pre-retirement workshop
for the employees superan-
nuating in May 2022 was
held on April 28, 2022 at
HRDC. The programme
was conducted by the team
of Employee Services
Section of Personnel
Department, headed by K
Suparna, DGM (Personnel-
Employee Services).

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Nisha Soni, CGM
(Personnel) stated that it is
laudable that at BSP all
final payments are made on

the day of retirement of an
employee if all NDCs are
clear. Stating that the pre-
retirement workshop helps
employees in planning for a
better post-retired life, she
expressed the hope that the
participants will gain very
valuable inputs from the
workshop. Suraj Kumar
Soni, GM (Personnel-Non-
Works & Mines) was also

present on the occasion.
At the outset, Sushmita

Patla, Assistant Manager
(Personnel) informed the
participants about the vari-
ous superannuation bene-
fits and also explained the
procedure for submitting
application for final pay-
ment and Mediclaim
through the On-line
Shubhkamna module.

While Rajesh
Dewangan, SSA, Employee
Services section explained
about the features of SAIL
Mediclaim Scheme, Rishi
Sharma, SSA, informed
the participants about the
Agraj Samvad website
which serves as a strong
platform of communica-
tion after separation from
the company.

Officials from LIC,
Department of Posts and
Banks also explained
about various saving
schemes and representa-
tives from HDFC Life and
other insurance compa-
nies talked about SAIL
Pension Scheme, National
Pension Scheme and the
mechanism of exit and de-
ferment.

From May 02 for persons between 18-59 years of age group

Mahira Khatoon brings laurels
in Audio Visual Festival 2022
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Dahria to Raman, Koushik: Whom do you want to protect?  

Raipur, Apr 30: Politics
heated up over judicial
probe into Jhiram incident
in Chhattisgarh as
Congress Minister Dr Shiv
Dahria questioned petition
filed by BJP MLA
Dharamlal Koushik seek-
ing stay the probe. Talking
to reporters at PCC head-
quarters here today Dr
Dahria asked as to whom
do the former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh
and opposition leader

Dharamlal Koushik want
to protect through this pe-
tition. According to Dr
Dahria this is not happen-
ing for the first time, when
the BJP tried to create hur-
dles in the investigation of
Jhiram Ghati incident. As
soon as it comes to investi-
gate the Jhiram Valley in-
cident, the top leaders of
BJP start creating hurdles,
he said. Sometimes they
make rhetoric, sometimes
they agitate and some-

times they go to the court,
he added.

Dr Dahria asked
whether leader of opposi-
tion Dharamlal Koushik is
afraid of investigation. He
also asked whether any
truth coming out of the in-
vestigation will thorough-
ly expose the then BJP gov-
ernment. ‘Is Koushik
afraid that the negligence
of the then Chief Minister
Dr Raman Singh will come
to the fore in the investiga-
tion?, Is Koushik afraid
that if the big conspiracy
behind the Naxalite inci-
dent is exposed, it may af-
fect his entire party?  Had
Koushik made similar at-
tempt to stop investigation
if same incident had hap-
pened with the convoy of
BJP leaders and if some
top BJP leaders had been
killed in it?’, Dr Dahria
asked.

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  3300::  Ridiculing statement
of Minister Dr Shiv Kumar Dahria
over petition filed in the court seek-
ing stay on probe into Jhiram inci-
dent, the leader of opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly
Dharamlal Koushik asked why
Congress became so afraid of BJP
going to court. 

The Justice Mishra Inquiry
Commission, formed by the previous
BJP government regarding this
investigation examined all the facts
and presented its report, Koushik
said, adding that after submission of
the report, it was to be examined
and its truth should come before the

public. Why does Congress govern-
ment in the state want to make a
new commission? he asked. He fur-
ther asked whether the state gov-
ernment has opened this report and
seen it. ‘Was this report tabled in the
Assembly and examined? After all,
on what basis it was said by the
Minister Dr Dahria that the investi-
gation report is incomplete and it
needs further investigation’, Koushik
asked.

Koushik said that two inquiry
commissions were constituted earli-
er to investigate the Jhiram incident
and investigation was done by NIA.
After that, Justice Mishra
Commission of Inquiry was formed
by the High Court Judge and the
inquiry proceedings were also con-
ducted. After the investigation, the
report was submitted. After this the
report had to be examined and the
facts had to be brought to the public.
‘Why is Congress scared of this com-
mission? Why doesn’t Congress
want to bring this to the public?’
Koushik asked. 

If Congress is forming new com-
mission it should specify what the
legal validity of the old commission
is and what will happen on its report,
Koushik said, adding that Minister
Dr Dahria should make statements
after study.

Why is Congress so scared? : Koushik
p Dahria should

have said only
after study

Singhdeo to start state-wide
visits from May 4

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  3300::  In a significant
political-administrative sce-
nario, the senior Cabinet mem-
ber in Congress Government TS
Singhdeo would be on four-day
visit to different parts of
Chhattisgarh from May 4 during
which he would hold series of
review meeting and interact
with the people from various
sections of society.

According to the information
received, Minister for
Panchayat & Rural
Development and Health TS
Singhdeo would begin his state-
wide tour from Dantewada, the
tribal-dominated District of
Chhattisgarh on May 4. Apart
from holding review meeting of
various departments, he would
be interacting with the
Congress workers. After reach-
ing Dantewada, Singhdeo
would offer prayers at the
Danteshwari Mata Temple and
interact with Congress workers
before holding a meeting with

the officers at Dantewada
Collectorate. He would reach
Jagdalpur in the evening in his
official helicopter after com-
pleting review meeting at
Dantewada. Same sequence
would be followed at Bastar and
Kanker District apart from
inspecting the Dimrapal
Medical College at Jagdalpur.
Apart from three District of
Bastar Division, TS Singhdeo
would be holding review meet-
ing in Dhamtari District under
the Raipur Division in the first
phase of his state-wide tour.

It is notable that the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel would
also be starting his Legislative
Assembly segment-wise visits
from May 4. Baghel would be
starting his visit from
Balrampur and would continue
to remain in the Sarguja region
for a week. During his visit, CM
would collect feedback about
state government and adminis-
tration from people.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 30:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Saturday
claimed that the Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel keeps on creating
situation of Centre-State
conflict with his state-
ment instead of giving
answers to the questions
raised on fulfillment of
the election manifesto in
Chhattisgarh.

In a statement issued
here, the Chhattisgarh
BJP President Vishnu
Deo Sai alleged that the
Chief Minister Baghel
keeps on running away
from the questions of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment which confirms
his inability to fulfill

the promises the
Congress had made to
the people of
Chhattisgarh before the
last Assembly polls. Sai
further sought reply
from him over the im-
plementation of prom-
ise it had made to slash
the property tax and
also on the complete
liquor prohibition in
Chhattisgarh.

Sai added that instead
of taking claims of the
central schemes, the
Chief Minister Baghel
should be prompt to
burning issues in
Chhattisgarh.

BJP demands fulfillment of election
manifesto from Congress

Instead of Centre-
State conflict CM
should answer to
promises of
Chhattisgarh public

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 30: People
occupying 770 habita-
tions of Abhanpur and
Mandir Hasaud tehsils
of Nava Raipur will
start getting Aadi Patta
from 20th of next
month. Site inspection
and verification of habi-
tation settlements are
underway in both these
tehsils included in Nava
Raipur. The survey of
settlements of total 12
villages of Nava Raipur
has been done by Nava
Raipur Atal Municipal
Development Authority
through Revenue
Department. As many
as 581 habitations in 10
villages of Mandir
Hasaud sub tehsil and
189 habitations in two
villages of Abhanpur
tehsil have been identi-
fied in this survey. After
the survey, the test of
the already issued pat-
tas of settlements and
abadi land has also been
done by the Tehsildars.

Publication has also
been done in the Gram
Panchayats after
preparing an action
plan to issue the lease of
the population of these
12 villages of Nava
Raipur area. Claim ob-
jections are being taken
from the villagers on
the details published
now. After resolving the
claims and objections
the final list will be ap-
proved by the Gram
Sabha before distribu-
tion of Abadi Patta.

Collector Sourabh
Kumar has fixed a com-

plete time bound pro-
gramme from disposal
of claim objections to
approval of Gram
Sabha and patta distri-
bution. The list has
been published on April
22 in the villages sur-
veyed by Nava Raipur
Development Authority
of Mandir Hasoud sub-
tehsil. Claim objections
have also been sought
on this. From 30 April
till 06 May, these claim
objections will be re-
solved and site inspec-
tion will be done.

After resolving the
claim objections, the
work of preparing the
list and approval from
the Gram Sabha will be
done from May 07 to
May 13. According to
the approved list from
the Gram Sabha, the
pattas will be prepared
from May 14 to May 20
and distribution will
also be done on May 20
itself. Abadi pattas
which were already is-
sued in Abhanpur tehsil
Uparwara and Tuta vil-
lages, have been tested.
The list has also been
published in the vil-
lages surveyed by the
Nava Raipur
Development Authority
and claim objections
will be taken on it till
May 04. From May 05 to
May 11, these claim ob-
jections will be resolved
and site inspection will
be done. After resolving
the claim objections, the
list will be prepared and
approved by the Gram
Sabha from May 11 to
May 12.

Abadi patta distribution
to begin in 12 villages of

Nava Raipur on 20th May
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Residents expressed gratitude to CM 
RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  3300::  A delegation of
residents from Belgahna and
Ratanpur in Bilaspur district
met Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence office
here on Friday under the lead-
ership of Chhattisgarh
Tourism Board President, Atal
Shrivastava. He expressed his
gratitude to the Chief Minister
for giving Tehsil status to
Belgahna and Ratanpur.
Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister  Ravindra
Choubey was also present on
the occasion. Addressing the
delegation, Chief Minister
Baghel said that despite the
challenges of the Corona cri-
sis, the State Government is
fulfilling the promises made to
the public. It is the endeavor
of the State Government that
the general public should get
good opportunities for educa-
tion, health and employment.
The arrangements should be
tidy so that the work of the
general public can be done
easily without any problem.
He said that the State

Government has announced 6
new districts and 85 new
tehsils to bring the administra-
tion closer to the people. Out
of these, Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi district has been
constituted and the process of
formation of remaining dis-
tricts has been started. Out of
the declared tehsils, 52 tehsils
have started. Probably 85 new
tehsils have been announced
in one term of any govern-
ment. With the formation of
new tehsils, people will get
convenience in revenue relat-
ed works. Income, caste cer-
tificate making, land related

matters will be easily settled.
Referring to Haat Bazar Clinic
Scheme, Chief Minister
Suposhan Abhiyan, Shri
Dhanwantri Generic Medical
Store Scheme, Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana, Godhan
Nyay Yojana and Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana and
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School Scheme, the
Chief Minister mentioned
about these schemes. Gave
information about the benefits
being made to the public
through the medium, he said
that schemes are being run for

every category. Chhattisgarh
Tourism Board President, Atal
Shrivastava thanked the Chief
Minister on behalf of the peo-
ple of the area. He said that in
the coming time, efforts are
being made to include
Ratanpur, the famous pilgrim-
age center of Chhattisgarh, in
the prasad scheme. Through
this scheme development
work, public facilities will be
developed in Ratanpur.  On the
initiative of the Chief Minister,
the Water Resources
Department has made avail-
able one hectare of land to
build a restaurant and cottage
in the island of Khuntaghat.
This will boost tourism in
Khuntaghat.

Residents including
Sandeep Shukla, Anand
Jaiswal, Subhash Agrawal,
Kulwant Singh, Damodar
Kshattri, Madan Kahra, Ram
Gopal Kahra, Mahavir Sahu,
Smt. Purnima Vaishnav, Smt.
Kumari Bai, from Ratanpur
and Belgahna, were present
on this occasion.

CM appeals Chhattisgarhi residents around the
world to celebrate National Labour Day 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 30: In a bid to
pay tribute to
Chhattisgarh’s unique
culinary tradition of
Borey Baasi ,Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has appealed all the
Chhattisgarhi residents to

consume this staple meal
on the occasion of Labor
day. Borey Baasi is a sta-
ple breakfast consumed by
labors, farmers and the
general populace, because
of its high nutritional con-
tent and pro health proper-
ties. Borey Basi is made
by soaking leftover rice in
water and keeping it
overnight. In the morning,
it is eaten with tomato
chutney or pickle and raw
onion after adding a little
salt. People of

Chhattisgarh usually con-
sume this breakfast in the
morning. Eating baasi
does not only provides re-
lief from heat but also
keeps BP under control
and also prevents de hy-
dration in summers.

On the appeal of the
Chief Minister,
Chhattisgarh’s MPs,
MLAs, public representa-
tives and young genera-
tion will also express their
love and pride towards
their food and culture in

the country by eating
baasi and will post pic-
tures-videos on social
media, along with the
hashtag #LabourDay2022
#BoreyBaasi and #cgmod-
el. Along with this,
Chhattisgarh Hotel and
Restaurant Association
has written a letter to the
Chief Minister, congratu-
lating him on this endeav-
or. They have also pledged
that on the coming May 01,
on the occasion of Labor
Day, for the respect of the

employees whose hard
work and devotion to duty
strengthens their busi-
ness. They will arrange
Borey Baasi dishes for
their relatives and com-
panions. The association
further expressed grati-
tude towards Chief
Minister by saying,” You
have done a wonderful job
of nurturing our culture,
heritage and tradition by
associating local food with
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Samman”.

BIS to implement second
phase of Mandatory

Hallmarking from Jun 01
Raipur, Apr 30: After suc-
cessful implementation of
Mandatory Hallmarking
by Bureau of Indian
Standards(BIS) in 256 dis-
tricts of the country with
effect from 23 June 2021,
wherein more than 3 lakh
gold articles are being
hallmarked with HUID
every day, it has been noti-
fied by the government to
implement the second
phase of mandatory hall-
marking from 01 June 2022
vide Hallmarking of Gold
Jewellery and Gold
Artefacts (Amendment)
Order, 2022, dated 04 April
2022. The second phase of
the mandatory hallmark-
ing will cover additional
three caratages of gold
j e w e l l e r y / a r t e f a c t s
viz.20,23 and 24 carats as
mentioned in the Indian
Standard IS 1417 and 32
new districts under the
mandatory hallmarking
regime wherein an AHC
has been setup post imple-
mentation of the first
phase of the mandatory
hallmarking order. In
Chhattisgarh two new
Districts (Rajnandgaon &
Bilaspur) have been cov-
ered under the mandatory
hallmarking. The list of
districts is available on the
BIS website,
www.bis.gov.in.

BIS has made a provi-

sion to allow a common
consumer to get the purity
of their unhallmarked
gold jewellery tested at
any of the BIS recognized
Assaying and
Hallmarking Centres
(AHC). The AHC shall un-
dertake the testing of gold
jewellery from common
consumers on priority and
provide a test report to the
consumer.

The test report issued to
the consumer will assure
the consumer about the
purity of their jewellery
and will also be useful if
the consumer wishes to
sell the jewellery lying
with him. The charges for
testing of gold jewellery
up to 4 articles is Rs 200.
For 5 or more articles, the
charges are Rs 45 per arti-
cle. The detailed guide-
lines on testing of gold
jewellery of consumer and
the list of recognized
Assaying and
Hallmarking centres can
be accessed through the
home page of BIS website,
www.bis.gov.in. The au-
thenticity and purity of
the hallmarked gold jew-
ellery items with HUID
number, purchased by con-
sumer, can also be verified
by using ‘verify HUID’ in
BIS CARE app which can
be downloaded from play
store.

FPCSA express gratitude towards CM 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 30: Forest
Produce Cooperative
Societies Association
(FPCSA) paid a courtesy
call on Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his offi-
cial residence here on
Friday. They expressed
gratitude towards the CM
Baghel for increasing the
monthly remuneration of
the managers of the
Primary Minor Forest
Produce Cooperative
Society from Rs. 12500 to
Rs. 20000. Agriculture
Minister avindra Choubey,
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board President Atal
Shrivastava were also
present on the occasion.

Primary Minor Forest
Produce Co-operative
Society Managers
Association’s Provincial
President Vinod Sinha,
General Secretary
Santosh Tiwari and many
officers and members of
the association were pres-
ent on the occasion.
Provincial President of
Managers Association,
Vinod Sinha while ex-
pressing his gratitude to
CM Bhupesh Baghel said

that in the last 6-7 years
not even a rupee was in-
creased in their of remu-
neration, Chief Minister
Baghel understood our
concern and took a sensi-
tive decision considering
our demands. The month-
ly remuneration of the
managers has been in-
creased directly from Rs
12500 to Rs 20000 and for
this we will always be
grateful to the Chief
Minister.

‘Livestock Development plays a crucial role
in strengthening the Rural Economy’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apor 30: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the World
Veterinary Day program
organized at Shri
Sathyasai Sanjeevani
Hospital Auditorium, in
Nava Raipur this evening.
This program was based
on the key role of veteri-
nary doctors in strength-
ening the rural economy
of Chhattisgarh through
state-run schemes like
Gauthan and Godhan
Nyay Yojana. This pro-
gram was organized
under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Veterinary
Surgery Association. Mr.
Baghel also launched an
informational website re-
lated to veterinary medi-

cine on the on this occa-
sion . Parliamentary
Secretary Ms. Shakuntala
Sahu, State Cow Service
Commission President
Mahant Dr. Ramsunder
Das, Chairman-
Chhattisgarh State
Women’s Commission Dr.
Kiranmayi Nayak,
Advisor to Chief
Minister. Pradeep
Sharma and officers of
the department were
present in the program.

Addressing the gather-
ing present on this occa-
sion , Chief Minister
Baghel said that along
with being a vital aspect
of our society, livestock
plays a crucial role in
strengthening our econ-
omy as well. They have
been important in our so-
ciety since time immemo-
rial. Keeping this in
mind, Suraji Gaon Yojana
and Godhan Nyay Yojana
have been implemented

by our government for
the development and
proper care of livestock
in the state. Under the
scheme, arrangements
are being made for the
construction of cowsheds
in villages, fodder, water
and treatment facilities
for animals. So far, ap-
proval has been given for
the construction of more
than 10 thousand 500
Gauthans in the state, out
of which the construction
of 8 thousand 500
Gauthans has been com-
pleted. Along with all
this, the veterinary infra-
structure in the state is
also being improved con-
tinuously.

While congratulating
the gathering on the occa-
sion of the World
Veterinary Day , Chief
Minister Baghel appreci-
ated the contribution of
veterinary doctors in the
efficient implementation

of livestock welfare
schemes. In the program,
he urged all the veteri-
nary doctors to play an
important role in making
Chhattisgarh a leading
identity in the field of
dairy production. He fur-
ther said that with their
contribution in the state,
livestock protection and
development of improved
breed of livestock has
been encouraged greatly.
Baghel informed that pro-
grams are being run on a
large scale for the devel-
opment, conservation and
promotion of livestock in
the state. The day is not
far when Chhattisgarh
will be a leading state in
the field of dairy produc-
tion as well. This will
bring prosperity to the
villages as well as the live-
stock farmers and our en-
tire rural economy will
flourish.

The program was also

addressed by Mahant Dr.
Ramsunder Das,
Chairman of State Cow
Service Commission, Dr.
Umesh Chandra Sharma
from Indian Council of
Veterinary Research and
Pradeep Sharma, Advisor
to the Chief Minister. The
panel also described the
State-run Godhan Nyay
Yojana as an important
and remarkable step for
livestock development.
Veterinarians were also
honored on this occasion
for their remarkable work
in the field of veterinary
service.

On behalf of the
Veterinary Services
Association, Dr. Sanjeev
Sirmour, Dr. Ashok
Kumar Patel, Dr. S.K.
Khare, Dr. Krishna
Kumar Verma, Dr. K.L.
Ram, Dr. M. Mehra along
with Veterinary surgeons
were present in large
numbers.

Examination for admission to pre-examination
training center Raipur today

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 30: Under the
Rajiv Yuva Utthan Yojana,
examination will be held
on May 01 for admission to
100 seats at the pre-exami-
nation training center lo-
cated in Raipur district.
Coaching facility will be
provided to the eligible
students of Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and Other Backward
Classes of the state for ex-
aminations to be taken
through Banking

Recruitment Board,
Railway Recruitment
Board, Staff Selection
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Chhattisgarh Vyapam etc.

The Assistant
Commissioner, Tribal
Development Department,
Raipur informed that two
training sessions of 6
months each will be organ-
ized in a year. The selec-
tion of the candidates for
this will be conducted
through pre-selection test.
In the first 6 months, train-
ing will be given to 100 can-
didates selected in the pre-
liminary examination and
in the second 6 months,
each 100 candidates will be
given training and schol-
arship of one thousand ru-
pees per month will also
be made available to the
students. Coaching facility
will be provided at free of
cost. Out of 100 seats sanc-

tioned for training, 30 have
been reserved for SC, 50
for ST and 20 for other
backward classes.
Category wise 33 percent
seats are reserved for
women.

Applications were invit-
ed from the eligible candi-
dates till April 25 with all
the prescribed documents.
The exam will be held on
May 1 from 12 noon to 2
pm at Government Prayas
Girls Residential School,
Gudhiyari Raipur.

The Assistant
Commissioner said that
100 questions will be asked
for 100 marks in subjects
like General Knowledge of
India, Chhattisgarh
General Knowledge,
Mathematics, Reasoning,
Hindi, English in the ex-
amination. There will be
no negative evaluation for
wrong answer.

GEMS offers touching 
farewell to outgoing batch

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 30: It was a
day of mixed feelings and
emotions when a farewell
party was organized by
the students of Class XII.
All the students of Class
XII for whom the farewell
was thrown reached the
venue ( Gyanoday
Bhavan) in their best out-
fits.

The function got off to a
start with the lighting of
ceremonial lamp and gar-
landing the photograph of
Goddess Saraswati. The
guests of programme
were Narayan Bhai Patel,
President of Shri Gujarati
Shikshan Sangh, Kirti
Bhai Vyas, Vice President
of Shri Gujarati Shikshan
Sangh, Tulsi Bhai Patel,
Secretary, Ashok Bhai

Patel, Secretary, Vithal
Das Patel Joint Secretary,
Jayesh Bhai Patel, Joint
Secretary, V K Mishra
Administrator and Ashok
Jachak Registrar of Shri
Gujarati Shikshan Sangh.
The others present on the
dais were S V
Chandrasekhar, Vice
Principal and Academic
Coordinator Bhaskar
Sharma along with senior
faculty members. All the
guests showered their
blessings to the outgoing
students of Class XII.
Head Girl of the Student
Council Siddhi Patidar
and Head Boy Jeet Suthar
shared their experiences
of schooling all these
years. Principal Dr
Shailesh Sharma in his
blessings urged the stu-
dents to set the goal and
work towards achieving
it. In the next phase of the
programme guests and

faculty members felicitat-
ed the students of Class
XII with interesting titles
while inviting them on
the stage. The function be-
came lively with the melo-
dious presentation of solo
and duet songs by the
members of school choir
group led by music
teacher Vijay Shankar
Jha. Scintillating dance
performance by the stu-
dents of Class XI added
colour to the programme.
For their gracious pres-
ence Shruti Jha and
Pratham Ghormore re-
ceived the title of Miss
and Mr Farewell. For
their all round perform-
ance Jeet Suthar and
Siddhi Patidar were be-
stowed with the title of
Mr GEMS and Miss
GEMS. Class XI student
Janvi Taunk proposed
vote of thanks at 
the end.

Arrangements
made for free train-
ing to eligible can-
didates of SC, ST
and OBC under
Rajiv Yuva Utthan
Yojana

p CM  attends World
Veterinary Day 
program

Raipur, Apr 30: Triennial
election of Shri Gujarati
Brahma Samaj Mahila
Mandal (SGBSMM) which
concluded on April 15,
unanimously elected
Praveena Ben Joshi as pres-
ident while election for
nine other working com-
mittee members were also
conducted on the same day.
It was followed by the nomi-
nation of office bearers for
the team. The patrons are
Mrs Sudha Ben Joshi and
Sankuntala Ben Joshi.
Praveena Ben Joshi has

been elected vice president,
Alka Ben Vyas and Jyoti
Ben Dave are secretaries,
Mrs Prerna Bhatt
Assistant Secretary,
Namrata Ben Joshi is
Treasurer. In this election
Kirti Vyas, Hitesh Vyas and
Ashok Joshi were present
as observers. In the end
newly elected president
Praveena Ben Joshi ex-
pressed her gratitude to all
the members and assured
that she would keep the
faith bestowed on her by
the members.

p For the increase in
remuneration
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Raipur, Apr 30: The del-
egation of Mitanin Sangh
and Chhattisgarh MNRE-
GA Employees
Federation met the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his official residence
on Friday. The delegation
led by MLA Gulab Kamro
and MLA UD Minz sub-
mitted their demands to
the Chief Minister.

The Chief Minister in-
structed to constitute a
committee under the
chairmanship of the

Chief Secretary. This
committee will examine
the demands of these or-
ganizations and will sub-
mit the report.

The delegation ex-
pressed gratitude to the
Chief Minister and said
they will end their strike.
President of Mitanin
Sangh Saroh Sengar,
Working President Asha
Vaishnav, State President
of MNREGA Employees
F e d e r a t i o n
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Agnihotri were present at
the meeting.

By eating the 
traditional meal of
‘Borey Baasi’

Praveena Joshi elected SGBSMM president

CS headed committee to
oversee demands of Mitanin,
MGNREGA employees: CM
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Mungeli, Apr 30: On the
instructions of Mungeli-
Collector, Joint Collector
Teerthraj Aggarwal lis-
tened seriously to the
problems and complaints
of the people arriving
from remote areas of the
district in his chamber of-
fice here and instructed
the officers of the con-
cerned department for
speedy redressal as per
rules.

In the public darshan
program, Mrs. Bangla Bai
Pardhi of Phoktapara
Paramhans Ward No. 06
Shikari Mohalla of
Mungeli Municipality of
the district submitted an
application and informed
that she has received gov-
ernment lease under Rajiv
Gandhi Yojana, but is has
been encroached by anoth-

er person.
Joint Collector Mr.

Aggarwal took her appli-
cation seriously and as-
sured to take necessary ac-
tion after investigation.
Similarly, village
Kesharuwadih villager
Pillu Sahu gave an applica-
tion and said that on
August 18, 2020, his proper-
ty was damaged in the

floods on Maniyari
River, but is still to re-
ceive compensation, of

which the Joint Collector
assured speedy action.

Similarly villagers of
village Kesruwadih-
Mounhabhantha seeked
the release of water from
Khudia dam built on
Maniyari river for
drainage facility.On this
occasion, Joint Collector,
Deputy District Election
Officer Naveen Bhagat
and officials of the con-
cerned department were
present.

Central Chronicle News

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  AApprr  3300::  Despite repeat-
ed inspections by the top officials
of the district administration, the
district hospital is still wary off
providing services to the people of
the region. Shortage and absence
of specialist's doctors are worrying
the patients while patients have to
wait a long 15 days to get sonogra-
phy done. Apart from this, patients
are facing problems due to the va-
cancy of about 9 posts of specialist
doctors here and in such a situa-
tion, serious patients are being re-
ferred.  It is noteworthy that two
decades have passed since the for-
mation of Dhamtari district, but till
now the citizens are not getting
proper health facilities, but the
setup of doctors, nurses and
helpers has not been updated
here.  Even after this, a national

program is being run here, due to
which the workload on doctors is
increasing continuously.  In the
hospital, due to the huge crowd,
many patients have to wait for
hours, similarly, outside the pedia-
trician's room, newborns and in-
fants waited for their turn to be
treated.  According to patients
ever since Pediatrician Dr. BK
Sahu has retired, they are facing
problems for the treatment of the
newborns. 

Joint Collector addresses
public grievances
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District level camp for surgery of
children with cleft lip and club foot 
Central Chronicle News

Baikunthpur, Apr 30:
For the first time in the
district, district level
health camp has been
started for the children
suffering from cleft lip,
palate and club foot prob-
lem and due to the sensi-
tive initiative of the dis-
trict administration, smile
is returning on the faces of
the children suffering
from these ailments.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary and
Baikunthpur MLA Smt.
Ambika Singhdeo inaugu-
rated the camp organized
at District Hospital of
Development Block
Baikunthpur.49 children
were treated on the first
day, out of which 27 chil-
dren were treated in the
district hospital of devel-
opment block
Baikunthpur and 22 in the
community health center
of development block
Manendragarh.

After screening the chil-

dren who came for treat-
ment in the camp, surgery
is being done by marking
them for operation as per
the need. In the medical
team in Baikunthpur, Dr.
Shashikant Sahu, cosmet-
ic, plastic and burn sur-
geon of Bilaspur, Dr.
Ayushi Gupta, Anesthesia
Specialist of Ambikapur
and Dr. Rajendra
Bansaria, Orthopedic
Surgeon of District
Hospital Baikunthpur and
plastic surgeon Dr. Vikas
Sharma, Dr. Gautam

Paikra, Anesthesiologist
Dr. Shailendra Singh and
Surgeon Dr. SK Tiwari are
giving their services.
District Collector Kuldeep
Sharma congratulated the
team of Health
Department for the suc-
cessful organization of the
camp organized at the dis-
trict level and took stock of
the arrangements of the
camp, and had a direct in-
teraction with the chil-
dren and parents and as-
sured them of successful
treatment.

Ustad’s Dhrupad, ‘Mohiniattam’
dance kept audience spellbound

Central Chronicle News

Khairagarh, Apr 30: On
the second day of
Khairagarh Mahotsav,
along with University stu-
dents, well-known artists
also gave wonderful pro-
grammes and kept the mu-
sical lovers spellbound.
First the students if IKSM
presented state song and
musical instruments.

It was with musical com-
pilation by Prof. (Dr.)
Himanshu Vishwaroop, the
students of musical faculty
preesnted their skills on
different tunes on violin. A
group of students from
Musical faculty viz.
Madhsinghe, Avi Jain,
Jinky Rai, Khushi,
Rajkumari, Panthoi,
Monalisa and others pre-
sented the state's song
'Aarpa Pairi' with combina-
tion of Violin and 'Sitar'

and made the programme
interesting. Here the stu-
dents Keshav Prajapati and
Dushyant Yadav accompa-
nied them on 'Tabla' and
Vivek Mishra on
Harmonium.

Ustad’s ‘Dhrupad’
singing mesmerized 

the audience:
Ustad F Vasifuddin

Dagar presented 'Dhrupad
Gayan' and enthralled the
audience with different
styles of 'Dhrupad' gayan.

He was accompanied with
musician Prithviraj Kumar
on 'Pukhraj' and in order to
hear Ustad's singing, the
University students were
present late at night.
Wonderful Mohiniattam

dance performance 
of Odisha:

The artists from Kala
Mandalam Soni and group
from Thrivanthapuram of
Kerala gave a wonderful
dance performance of
'Mohiniattam' of Kerala and

witness this special style of
world-famous Mohiniattam
dance not only students, but
even teachers and audi-
ences were present in large
number.

The presentation of
'Mohiniattam' dance with
special facial expressions
kept the audience spell-
bound for long. It is notable
that during presentation of
this dance style, the artists
presented 'Mohinivinyam',
'Mukacharan' and 'Shiva'

form and it was hailed by
one & all present.

Huge crowd to hear
‘Kshadangi’:

There was huge crowd
present in the Mahotsav to
hear the king of
Chhattisgarhi folk song Dr
Dilip Kshadangi and the ac-
commodation available
seemed to be less and peo-
ple were seen too excited to
hear the 'jas-geets' of
Kshadangi and it received
huge accolades.

On 2nd day of ‘Khairagarh Mahotsav’ at IKSM
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Khairagarh, Apr 30:
The farmers of Gram
Saloni who have been de-
prived of amount under
PM Crop Insurance,
handed over a memoran-
dum to the Collector here
on Thursday.

Lodging complaint
through a camp, the
farmers- Sanat Kumar,
Puranik Verma,
Chandrashekhar Singh,

Raju Lal Verma, Sugreev
Singh, Khemlal, Virsingh
Verma, Khemlal, Doman,
Pitamber Verma and
Chandra Mohan in-
formed that more than
200 farmers have taken
paddy crop this season
and with no rains in the
beginning of the season,
it caused lot of damage to
the crop.

The farmers informed
that the farmers near
Saloni and nearby vil-
lages got an insurance
amount of Rs 3500 to Rs
6000 per acre from PM
Crop Insurance Scheme.
But many other farmers

were deprived of this
amount.

In the crop survey also
there was report about
damage to the crop, but the
insurance company citing
it as better crop compared
to that of last year, did not
pay any amount to affected
farmers.

The affected farmers
informed that they have
even submitted an appli-
cation in the Insurance
Company's office, but no
action was taken and due
to which around 200
farmers have been de-
prived of the crop insur-
ance amount.

Farmers submit memo to Collector
Central Chronicle News

Konta, Apr 30: In the
weekly markets held in
villages around Konta
block in Sukma district of
Chhattisgarh state, these
days retail traders arriv-
ing from Telangana are
being cheated fiercely in
the name of purchase of
forest produce from local
villagers. And heavy loss-
es are also being caused to
the villagers.

In fact, forest produce
is the only support for
the residents of interior
areas of Kistaram,
Golapalli and Sukma of
Konta block. from which
the villagers make their
living. In view of this,
the Chhattisgarh
Government had decided
to purchase 52 minor for-
est produce at support

price.
Despite fixing the sup-

port price by the govern-
ment, dozens of retail
traders arriving from
Telangana in all the
weekly markets on the
Chhattisgarh border, tak-
ing illegitimate advan-
tage of the helplessness
and weakness of the poor
villagers, are buying and
selling forest produce at
throwaway prices.

Apart from not making

purchases at the fixed
price fixed by the govern-
ment, the villagers are
being financially harmed
heavily by rigging the pa-
rameters of digital cut
(scales). Dozens of retail
traders from Telangana
state come to
Chhattisgarh to buy and
sell forest produce, they
do not have any license
or document to purchase,
nor have the Mandi and
Forest Department is-

sued any letter to them
regarding the purchase,
so they reach the weekly
market.

The villagers buy
tamarind, mahua, tora
and other forest produce
at throwaway prices and
sell them at high prices in
Telangana. The retailer
himself has admitted that
30 to 40 retail traders from
Telangana state reach
from different villages of
Chhattisgarh and set up

their shops in weekly mar-
kets, in his statement also
the retailer himself was
seen admitting that in the
purchases he  Up and
down, and the villagers
are suffering huge losses
from above and below
these traders, the villagers
also say that in order to
live everyday life, they are
studying to sell the forest
produce under compul-
sion even if they do not
want to.

̈ Demand early
release of crop
insurance amount

Villagers cheated in the name of purchase of forest produce

Patients suffer as shortage of
specialist doctors reported

What officer says

"Health facilities are being
provided to the patients in the
district hospital. The Health
department is being informed
for recruitment to the vacant
posts of specialist doctors."

- DDrr  UULL  KKaauusshhiikk,,  
CCiivviill  SSuurrggeeoonn

National Museum of Indian

Cinema to host film festival 
Kolkata, Apr 30 (PTI):

On the 101st birth an-
niversary of Satyajit Ray,
the National Museum of
Indian Cinema, Mumbai
under the Union
Information and
Broadcasting ministry
will host a three day film
festival at various venues
across India to screen
films made by the leg-
endary filmmaker.

It will also screen films
made on Satyajit Ray. An
NFDC statement on
Saturday said the screen-
ings will be held in New
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai,
Kolkata, Bengaluru and
Pune on May 2, 3 and 4 for
free. Ray was born on May
2, 1921.

National Museum of
Indian Cinema, Mumbai
in association with the

National Film
Development Corporation,
Films Division, National
Film Archives of India
and Doordarshan and sup-
ported by Government of
West Bengal and Aurora
Film Corporation and
Friends Communication
is organising the Film
Festival, the statement
said.

The opening film at the
festival will be Anik
Dutta’s Aparajito, which
will have its India
Premier’. The film is in-
spired by the making of
Satyajit Ray’s Pather
Panchali and is a tribute to
the Ray masterpiece of the
50s. A panel discussion
will be held on May 4 post
the screening of Pather
Panchali, the world ac-
claimed feature on human
documentation which first

introduced by Ray to the
world.

The panel discussion
will be streamed live on
NFDC’s official Facebook
page for all audiences es-
pecially the cinephiles and
aficionados of Ray’s work.

The panellists will be di-
rector Shyam Benegal,
Ray’s favourite actor
Barun Chanda and music
composer Shantanu
Moitra.

Siddaramaiah demands Araga’s resignation over tainted exam
Bengaluru, Apr 30 (PTI):

A day after the Karnataka
government announced its
decision to annul the alleged
scam-tainted examination
held to recruit 545 police sub-
inspectors in the state and
hold re-exams, Leader of
Opposition in the Assembly,
Siddaramaiah on Saturday
said the BJP-led dispensa-
tion has acknowledged the
scam and demanded the res-
ignation of Home Minister
Araga Jnanendra.

Seeking an impartial
probe, in a series of tweets,

he said the investigation
should be monitored by a sit-
ting High Court judge.

“Home Minister Araga
Jnanendra has acknowl-
edged the scam in the 545 PSI

recruitment exam and can-
celled the process. On what
moral grounds can he con-
tinue as Home Minister? He
should immediately resign
for an impartial investiga-
tion to continue,”
Siddaramaiah said.

Alleging that Jnanendra
thinks his main duty is to
protect corrupt, murderers
and rapists, he said, “Our
Police department cannot
run under this fake and inef-
ficient Chowkidar.”

If the PSI exam is re-con-
ducted under the inefficient
Home minister, it will not be

a surprise if the new incom-
ing PSIs are also inefficient
and corrupt, he added.

The state government de-
cided to annul the examina-
tion that was held in October
last year to recruit 545 police
sub-inspectors in the State,
and hold re-exams. The
Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) of the
Karnataka police, probing
into the case, arrested main
suspect Divya Hagaragi, who
was said to be associated
with the BJP, and her associ-
ates in Pune and brought
them to Kalaburagi.

Political parties play blame game over WB Maoist resurgence
Kolkata, Apr 30 (PTI):

Amid reports that
Maoists were trying to re-
group in Junglemahal
area of West Bengal, their
former stronghold, with
posters having resurfaced
in some pockets, political
parties in the state have
taken to blame game,
maintaining that fears
were being unnecessary
fuelled by rival camps for
individual gains.

The Centre had warned
of Maoist activities in
Bengal earlier in the week,
with the state police hav-

ing tightened its vigil in
Junglemahal comprising
parts of East and West
Midnapore, Jhargram,
Bankura and Purulia
districts.

“Security forces have
been put on high alert.
We are keeping a close
watch on the situation,”
a senior police officer
said. Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, how-
ever, alleged earlier in
the week that the posters
were put up by BJP
workers, and that a few
television channels were
creating “an atmosphere
of fear” by giving the
matter “unnecessary”
coverage.

In the same breath, she
also said that at least five
Maoists had entered the

state from neighbouring
Jharkhand in the recent
past. Echoing her, TMC
West Midnapore district
president and MLA Ajit
Maity said that it was a
ploy by opposition par-
ties to create a “fear psy-
chosis”.

“The situation in
Junglemahal is no longer
conducive for Maoists ac-
tivities as underdevelop-
ment, which was the real
issue of concern, has
been resolved,” he told
PTI. Maoist activities
ebbed in the state after
‘Operation Green Hunt’

was launched in 2009
with central and state
forces jointly mounting
attacks on the Left-wing
rebels. Kishenji, a CPI
(Maoist) politburo mem-
ber leading the rebel ac-
tivities, was killed dur-
ing a gun fire exchange
with security personnel
on November 24, 2011.
Rebuffing his allegation,
BJP’s West Midnapore
district president Tapas
Mishra said it was a
hoax generated on pur-
pose to stop the opposi-
tion from carrying out
work there.
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BRIEF

Injured
i Goalpara: A police

officer was injured in
a gunfight with al-
leged drug traffick-
ers in Assam’s
Goalpara district, po-
lice said. A drug traf-
ficker was arrested,
they said. Deputy
Superintendent of
Police (DSP) Anurag
Sharma led an opera-
tion in Makori area
to nab two more traf-
fickers, they said.
The duo, who were
on a motorcycle, re-
fused to stop on being
intercepted by the po-
lice. A gunfight fol-
lowed in which the
DSP received bullet
wounds on his left
leg.

Nabbed
i New Delhi: A 32-

year-old burglar was
arrested following an
encounter with the
Delhi Police here, of-
ficials said. The ac-
cused has been iden-
tified as Sangram
Singh, a resident of
Farukhabaad district
in UP, they said,
adding house break-
ing tools, one coun-
try-made pistol with
two live cartridges,
two knives etc., were
recovered from his
possession. A police
team laid a trap to
nab the accused who
had reportedly com-
mitted crimes in the
CR Park area in the
last few weeks.

Peddlers
i Jammu: Six suspect-

ed drug peddlers
were arrested in
Jammu city and 30
kg ganja was seized
from them, police
said. The seizure and
the arrests were
made at checkpoints
set up at the Bahu
Fort and the Satwari
areas of the city. Two
separate cases were
registered at the
Satwari police sta-
tion and the suspects
placed under arrest,
he added. They were
identified by the po-
lice as Ganga Ram
Basant, Rahim
Chand Sahu, Jai
Prakash Sahu,
Sunjay, Rajesh and
Jai Shankar.

Convicted
i Ahmedabad: A spe-

cial CBI court in
Ahmedabad in
Gujarat sentenced
three New India
Assurance
Company Ltd
(NIACL) officials to
five years in jail for
causing a loss of Rs
6.61 lakh to the state-
run entity by clear-
ing insurance poli-
cies in 2003 for a du-
bious Vadodara
based firm. Apart
from these three of-
ficials, the court
handed down seven-
year jail sentences
to surveyor Ketan
Thakkar and Lala
Fida Hussain,
owner of Vadodara
based firm
Opthilens Exports.

Bribery
i Indore: An in-charge

executive engineer of
the Burhanpur
Municipal
Corporation in
Madhya Pradesh was
nabbed by the
Lokayukta police for
allegedly demanding
and accepting a bribe
from a contractor in
order to clear the lat-
ter’s bills, an official
said. Executive engi-
neer Sageer Ahmed
Khan was caught red-
handed from his office
while taking a bribe of
Rs 50,000 from com-
plainant Sarthak
Somnai, who was
given two contracts
for wall paintings and
slogans.

For Govt it is ‘draft of
inclusive development’
New Delhi, Apr 30 (6PTI):

Secularism for some
people is a “political de-
vice” of deceit to grab
votes, but for the BJP it is
a draft of “inclusive devel-
opment”, Union Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
said on Saturday.

Addressing a ‘Jan
Chaupal’ and other pro-
grammes under the
‘Samajik Nyay Pakhwada’
in the aspirational district
of Nuh in Haryana, the
minority affairs minister
said some “fringe ele-
ments” are conspiring to
disturb the fabric of com-
munal harmony in society
by spreading “fear” as
they are frustrated due to
the positive atmosphere of
peace and prosperity
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship.

The Modi government
of “iqbal (authority), in-
saaf (justice) and imaan
(integrity)” has replaced
the politics of the privi-
leged with “prominence of
people”, the senior BJP
leader said.

Social harmony is the
door to the successful jour-
ney of “inclusive empow-
erment”, he was quoted as
saying in a statement from
his office. For some people
secularism is a “political
device” of deceit to grab
votes, but for the BJP it is
a draft of “inclusive devel-
opment”, Naqvi said.

Secularism is a “com-
mitment to harmony and
co-existence” and not a

“path of political pur-
pose”, he asserted.

Some people want to
weaken the strength of
India’s unity in diversity
and strength of ‘Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’
through their “conspira-
cy”, the minister said,
adding that “we should not
allow such elements to
succeed under any cir-
cumstances”. Some
“fringe elements are fidg-

ety and frustrated” due to
the positive atmosphere of
peace and prosperity
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Modi,
Naqvi said. Such people
are conspiring to disturb
the fabric of social and
communal harmony in
the society by spreading
fear and falsehoods, he
said. “We have to work
unitedly to defeat these el-
ements who want to create

confusion and confronta-
tion in the society,” he
said.

Modi has made common
people a “precious partner
in progress and prosperi-
ty” by removing “preju-
diced politics of caste and
community”, Naqvi said.

Prime Minister Modi
has worked with a com-
mitment to “decision with
delivery” to ensure socio-
economic-educational em-
powerment of all sections
of society during the last
eight years, he said.

Naqvi said that the
Indian economy has
achieved several mile-
stones under the effective
and dynamic leadership of
Modi. Despite the global
economic crisis, India
achieved the historic
goods export target of
USD 400 billion in March
2022, he noted.

During his Nuh visit,
Naqvi also interacted with
BJP workers and reviewed
progress of various on-
going development pro-
grammes of the Centre
and the state government
in a meeting with senior
administrative officials,
the statement said.

Secularism for some is ‘political device’: Naqvi

Kolkata, Apr 30: The
Institute of Cost
Accountants of India, a
premier professional ac-
counting body, organised
National Students’
Convocation –2022, a
solemn occasion that con-
fers recognition to the
Final qualified and
Intermediate qualified
CMAs of the last 5 terms,
at Science City
Auditorium, Kolkata on
April 29th, 2022 at 10.00
am.

The Institute of Cost
Accountants of India is
one of the leading premier
professional accounting
bodies established for the
regulation of the profes-
sion of Cost and
M a n a g e m e n t
Accountancy in India. For
more than 78 years, it has
been relentlessly con-
tributing to the growth of
the industrial and eco-
nomic eco-system of the
country.

Jagdeep Dhankhar,
Governor of West Bengal
has graced the convoca-
tion as the Chief Guest,
Dr. Subhas Sarkar, Union
Minister f State , Ministry
of Education, GoI as
Special Guest of Honour

and  Harshvardhan
Neotia, Chairman of
Ambuja Neotia Group as
Guest of Honour.

Among other digni-
taries who have graced
the occasion are: CMA P.
Raju Iyer, President of the
Institute; CMA Vijender
Sharma, Vice President;
CMA Dr) Balwinder
Singh, Chairman -
National Students’
Convocation – 2022, CMA
Biswarup Basu,
Immediate Past President,
other Council Members;
Vice Chancellors from
various Universities, emi-
nent Economists, CMDs
from PSUs besides other
eminent personalities
from academia, corporate
and profession and ap-
proximately 1500 students
and their parents cutting
across the length and
breadth of the country
and Institute officials have
joined this event.

The Institute has re-
cently organised its first
phase of campus place-
ment drive in four regions
for the Qualified CMAs of
December 2021 batch in
April 2021, simultaneous-
ly at Mumbai, Delhi,
Kolkata and Chennai.

CMA National Students’
Convocation-2022 concludes

Union Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi at ‘Samajik Nyay Pakhwada’ in Nuh, Haryana on Saturday.

Alleged Maoist poster seen
in Jhargram district of West
Bengal.

Siddaramaiah

Parents of brain-dead girl at
AIIMS donate her vital organs

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI):

The parents of a girl
who was declared brain
dead at AIIMS Trauma
Centre after receiving
gunshot injury just two
months shy of her sixth
birthday have donated
her heart, liver, kidneys
and corneas.

After doctors con-
firmed that she was
brain-dead, the details
were shared by Organ
Retrieval and Banking
Organization (ORBO-
AIIMS) with NOTTO
which subsequently allot-
ted the organs to the re-
cipients going by a wait-
ing list.

The liver will be trans-
planted in a seven-year-
old from Lucknow who is
admitted to another hos-
pital in Delhi, Dr Deepak
Gupta, a professor in the
N e u r o s u r g e r y
Department, told PTI.

Dr Gupta is also look-
ing after organ donation
activities at the JPNATC

Trauma Centre.
No age-matched recipi-

ent for the heart has been
found as of now. The
heart valves were re-
trieved for later use. Both
the kidneys are likely to
be transplanted into an-
other child. Both the
corneas will also be used
in two other children.

“The girl, Rolly, had suf-
fered a head injury by a
gunshot. The gun was
probably aimed at her fa-
ther by an unknown per-
son. A police investiga-
tion into the matter is un-
derway,” Dr Gupta said.

She was admitted to the
N e u r o s u r g e r y
Department at the
Trauma Centre on April
28 morning.

“Her condition was
critical and a CT scan
showed there was a bullet
in her head. It also
showed extensive damage
to the brain. Neurological
examination showed clin-
ical evidence of brain
death,” Dr Gupta said.

‘BJP conspiring to divide Hindus in Maharashtra’

Mumbai, Apr 30 (PTI): Maharashtra Chief Minister
and Shiv Sena president Uddhav Thackeray on Saturday
accused the BJP of conspiring to divide Hindus in the
state.
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PROTEST AT BORDER

Migrants advocate groups hit a ‘pinata’ with image of former US President Donald
Trump next to the border wall between Mexico and the US in Playas de Tijuana,
Mexico.

BRIEF

Case
The Hague:
Germany has filed a
case against Italy at
the United Nations’
top court in a long
running dispute over
World War II repara-
tions. The
International Court
of Justice an-
nounced the filing.
The German case
refers back to a pre-
vious ruling made by
the UN court in 2012
in which it con-
firmed that
Germany has legal
immunity from
being sued in foreign
courts by victims of
Nazi atrocities. That
ruling said that
Italy’s supreme court
violated Germany’s
sovereignty in 2008.

Apologizes
Eloy: The pilot in
charge during a for-
bidden Red Bull
plane-swapping
stunt in US said he
takes full responsi-
bility for the ensuing
crash over the
Arizona desert. Luke
Aikins, the lead pilot,
admitted in a post on
his Instagram that
he disregarded de-
nial from Federal
Aviation
Administration two
days before mid-air
crash. I made the
personal decision to
move forward with
plane swap. I regret
not sharing this in-
formation with my
team and those who
supported me,
Aikins wrote.

Send
Dubai: The United
Arab Emirates has
purchased a seat on a
SpaceX rocket for an
Emirati astronaut to
journey to the
International Space
Station for a six-
month stay, officials
said, the oil-rich fed-
eration’s first long-
term mission as it
advances its ambi-
tions in space. The
UAE purchased the
seat on the SpaceX
Falcon 9 rocket
through a private
Houston-based com-
pany, Axiom Space, a
space tour operator
that has been leading
efforts to commer-
cialize the industry.

Withdrawal
Bangkok: Petronas,
Malaysia’s state-
owned oil and gas
company, announced
that it is withdrawing
from its participation
in Myanmar’s off-
shore Yetagun natu-
ral gas project. The
company, through
two subsidiaries, has
held a 40.9 per cent
participating interest
in the project,
Petronas said in an
announcement re-
leased by its head-
quarters in Kuala
Lumpur. Petronas is
the latest in a series of
oil companies to with-
draw from operations
in Myanmar this
year.

Search
Berlin: German police
have searched offices of
Deutsche Bank in con-
nection with a money
laundering investiga-
tion. The bank con-
firmed that its offices
had been raided. This
is an investigative
measure by the
Frankfurt public prose-
cutor’s office in connec-
tion with suspicious ac-
tivity reports filed by
the bank, it said in a
statement. Deutsche
Bank is fully cooperat-
ing with the authori-
ties. Prosecutors are in-
vestigating whether
the country’s biggest
bank failed to alert au-
thorities.

Taipei, Apr 30 (AP):

Several districts in
Shanghai put up metal
barriers last weekend as
part of the city’s battle
against a COVID-19 out-
break, in a move that drew
protests and anger from
some residents.

Workers in white head-
to-toe protective gear
erected mesh wire fences
and metal sheets to block
off roads, residential com-
munities and even the en-
trances of some apart-
ment buildings. A majori-
ty of the city’s 25 million
residents had already been
prevented from leaving
their homes during a
month-long lockdown,
though some neighbour-

hoods have since opened
up.

The barriers are de-
ployed to ensure control
over movement and often
leave only a small en-
trance that can be easily
guarded. The barriers are
new to Shanghai but have

been deployed throughout
the pandemic in other
cities across China. For ex-
ample, early in 2020, some
neighbourhood commit-
tees the lowest rung of
local government erected
metal sheets and fences in
parts of Beijing to control

access points to homes.
Wuhan, where the first

cases of COVID-19 were re-
ported in December 2019,
also erected metal barriers
across the city.

How they have been de-
ployed varies. Sometimes
the government sets up
fencing around entire
neighbourhood blocks,
leaving just one or two en-
trances. In other cases,
they build fences in front
of individual residential
complexes.

The fencing has been
widely deployed in border
regions as well, including
in Suifenhe, a city in the
northeast that borders
Russia. The metal barriers
there block off entire
streets.

China using metal barriers to fight COVID

Residents chat each others behind a barricaded fence of a
locked-down residential complex in Beijing.

United Nations, Apr 30 (AP):

The UN Security
Council has voted unani-
mously to extend the UN
political mission in Libya
for three months, with
the United States and
Britain accusing Russia
of blocking a longer and
more substantive man-
date that would include
promoting reconciliation
of the country’s rival
governments now claim-
ing power.

Russia’s UN
Ambassador Vassily
Nebenzia said Moscow
insisted on a three-month
extension to pressure UN

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
Antonio Guterres to ur-
gently appoint a new spe-
cial representative to
head the mission, known
as UNSMIL.

The former UN special
envoy, Jan Kubis, re-
signed on November 23
after 10 months on the
job.

Nebenzia said in the
absence of a new envoy,
the UN mission has been
unable to provide sub-
stantial support for the
political process in Libya
for more than six
months.

He blamed some
unidentified members of

the Security Council who
he claimed are not ready
to accept a scenario
where UNSMIL is guided
by an African representa-
tive, saying their opposi-
tion is non-constructive
and a manifestation of
neo-colonialism.

Britain’s UN
Ambassador Barbara
Woodward, who oversaw
negotiations on the reso-
lution, said after the vote
that Russia has once
again isolated itself by
not joining consensus
with the 14 other mem-
bers of the council who
supported a one-year sub-
stantive mandate.

UN extends Libya mission
after US-Russia clash

United Nations, Apr 30 (PTI):

Over 1,100 Indian peace-
keepers serving with the
United Nations Mission in
South Sudan (UNMISS)
were awarded UN medals,
honouring them for their
exceptional service in the
strife-torn East African
country.

The UNMISS peacekeep-
ers don’t ‘just’ protect civil-
ians. Some 1,160 troops from
#India in #SouthSudan also
rehabilitate roads, build the
capacity of local communi-
ties and give medical treat-
ment to humans & animals.
For that they deserve @UN
medals, the UNMISS said in
a tweet.

The 1,160 Indian peace-
keepers currently serving

in Upper Nile State were ho-
noured with UN medals for
their outstanding and mul-
tifaceted work , including
protecting civilians, per-
forming engineering as-
signments and providing
health services to humans
and animals, a news report
posted on the UNMISS web-
site said.

The news report said that

Indian engineering troops
have rehabilitated key
roads in the state, including
the 75-kilometre long route
from Malakal to Abwong
via Baliet. It added that the
Indian contingent is also
“well known, and beloved
for its frequent mobile vet-
erinary clinics in different
parts of Upper Nile State
that provide veterinary

services, which are other-
wise rarely available to cat-
tle owners, for cows, goats,
donkeys, sheep and other
animals in the country.
Recently, the vets treated
about 1,749 animals in Renk
in just two days, it said.

We have a strong belief in
supporting income-generat-
ing activities, like vocation-
al trainings. With skills, one
can earn money and feed a
family,” Commander of the
contingent Colonel Vijay
Rawat was quoted as saying
in the UNMISS news report.

“In December last year,
we organised trainings in
carpentry, masonry and on
how to make use of rain and
water, and we hope that par-
ticipants will be able to
make a living.

Indian peacekeepers in South Sudan awarded for outstanding work

Tripoli, Apr 30 (AP):

A week ago, the boat car-
rying Bilal Dandashi, his
relatives and dozens of
others hoping to escape
Lebanon and reach
Europe sank in the
Mediterranean. Dandashi
still doesn’t know if his
wife and children are alive
or dead.

Their boat sank in the
darkness of night in a mat-
ter of seconds after a colli-
sion with a Lebanese Navy
ship trying to stop the mi-
grants. Of the around 60
men, women and children
on board, 47 were rescued,
seven bodies were found

and the rest remain miss-
ing.

The tragedy under-
scored the desperate
lengths to which some
Lebanese are going after
their country’s economy
collapsed, driving two-
thirds of the population
into poverty with no hope
on the horizon for any re-
covery.

Lebanon has now be-
come a source for mi-
grants making the danger-
ous boat crossing to reach
European shores. There
are no firm figures, but
hundreds of Lebanese in
recent months have at-
tempted the journey.

In Tripoli, Lebanon’s
poorest city, residents say
there is a constant stream
of migrant boats, taking
off from shores around
the city even from
Tripoli’s official port.

The port has become
like an airport. Young peo-
ple, women and children
are going to Europe. The
trips are daily, said Amid
Dandashi, Bilal’s brother,
who was also on the boat
with him and whose three
children were killed in the
capsizing.

Police said they arrested
three smugglers preparing
to set off with a boat carry-
ing 85 migrants from the

Migrant boat disaster wrecks
Lebanese family amid crisis

In Scandinavia, wooden buildings reach new heights
Skelleftea, Apr 30 (AFP):

A sandy-coloured tower
glints in the sunlight and
dominates the skyline of
the Swedish town of
Skelleftea as Scandinavia
harnesses its wood re-
sources to lead a global
trend towards erecting
eco-friendly high-rises.

The Sara Cultural
Centre is one of the
world’s tallest timber
buildings, made primarily
from spruce and towering
75 metres (246 feet) over
rows of snow-dusted hous-
es and surrounding forest.

The 20-storey timber
structure, which houses a
hotel, a library, an exhibi-
tion hall and theatre
stages, opened at the end
of 2021 in the northern
town of 35,000 people.
Forests cover much of
Sweden’s northern re-
gions, most of it spruce,
and building timber
homes is a longstanding
tradition.

Swedish architects now
want to spearhead a revo-
lution and steer the indus-
try towards more sustain-
able construction methods
as large wooden buildings
sprout up in Sweden and
neighbouring Nordic na-

tions thanks to advancing
industry techniques.

“The pillars together
with the beams, the inter-
action with the steel and
wood, that is what carries
the 20 storeys of the
hotel,” Therese Kreisel, a
Skelleftea urban planning
official, tells AFP during a
tour of the cultural centre.

Even the lift shafts are
made entirely of wood.
“There is no plaster, no
seal, no isolation on the
wood,” she says, adding

that this “is unique when
it comes to a 20-storey
building”. The main ad-
vantage of working with
wood is that it is more en-
vironmentally friendly,
proponents say.

Cement — used to make
concrete — and steel, two
of the most common con-
struction materials, are
among the most polluting
industries because they
emit huge amounts of car-
bon dioxide, a major
greenhouse gas.

But wood emits little
CO2 during its production
and retains the carbon ab-
sorbed by the tree even
when it is cut and used in
a building structure. It is
also lighter in weight, re-
quiring less of a founda-
tion.

According to the UN’s
IPCC climate panel, wood
as a construction material
can be up to 30 times less
carbon intensive than con-
crete, and hundreds or
even thousands times less

Pak detects second polio
case in one week 

Islamabad, Apr 30 (PTI):

A two-year-old girl in
Pakistan’s Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province has
been tested positive for polio,
the second such case in the
country in a week, triggering
panic among health officials
as the virus causing the crip-
pling disease can travel
along with people in the mas-
sive movement during Eid
holidays. Pakistan is one of
the two polio-endemic coun-
tries in the world along with
its neighbour Afghanistan.
Polio is a highly infectious
virus. Until this last remain-
ing epidemiological bloc
wipes out polio, children
across the globe remain at
risk of life-long paralysis
or fatality by the virus.

“The Pakistan National
Polio Laboratory at the
NIH, Islamabad, has con-
firmed the detection of
Type-1 Wild Poliovirus
from the stool specimen
from a 24-month-old girl
from district North
Waziristan, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa. The girl had
an onset of paralysis on 14
April 2022,” an official
statement said.

Earlier on April 22, a 15-
month-old boy was con-
firmed to be a victim of po-
liovirus. Both children be-
long to Mir Ali area of
North Waziristan in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
province.

The wild poliovirus
(WPV1) cases are geneti-
cally linked and belong to
the same virus cluster, fur-
ther validating the
Pakistan Polio
Programme’s concerns for
southern parts of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, where con-
tinuous virus circulation
has been detected, the
Dawn newspaper 
reported.

The Sara culture house, one of the world’s tallest wooden buildings with its 20 floors built

of wood in Skellefte.

Ukraine fights to hold off Russian
advances in south, east

Kharkiv, Apr 30 (AP):

Ukrainian forces fought
to hold off Russian at-
tempts to advance in the
south and east, where the
Kremlin is seeking to cap-
ture the country’s indus-
trial Donbas region, and a
senior US defense official
said Moscow’s offensive is
going much slower than
planned.

While artillery fire,
sirens and explosions
were heard in some cities,
the United Nations sought
to broker an evacuation of
civilians from the increas-
ingly hellish ruins of
Mariupol, where the
mayor said the situation
inside the steel plant that
has become the southern
port city’s last stronghold
is dire.

Citizens are begging to

get saved, Mayor Vadym
Boichenko said. There, it’s
not a matter of days. It’s a
matter of hours. In other
developments:

A former US Marine
was killed while fighting
alongside Ukrainian
forces, his family said in

what would be the war’s
first known death of an
American in combat. The
US has not confirmed the
report.

Ukrainian forces are
cracking down on people
accused of helping
Russian troops. In the

Kharkiv region alone,
nearly 400 have been de-
tained under anti-collabo-
ration laws enacted after
Moscow’s Feb. 24 invasion.

The international sanc-
tions imposed on the
Kremlin over the war are
squeezing the country. The
Russian Central Bank said
Russia’s economy is ex-
pected to contract by up to
10% this year, and the out-
look is extremely uncer-
tain. Getting a full picture
of the unfolding battle in
the east has been difficult
because airstrikes and ar-
tillery barrages have made
it extremely dangerous for
reporters to move around.
Both Ukraine and the
Moscow-backed rebels
fighting in the east also
have introduced tight re-
strictions on reporting
from the combat zone.

People fleeing the village of Ruska Lozova arrive at a
screening point in Kharkiv, Ukraine.

Indian peacekeepeers in South Sudan.
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Noise pollution
State of Uttar Pradesh gov-

ernment is being appreciated
by all for its bold, sincere and
accepted to all for implement-
ing the government order
relating to the noise pollution
and get remove the loudspeak-
ers from all the religious
places after taking into confi-
dence all the concerned digna-
tories and it is likely to be fol-
lowed by the other states also.
It is a well-known fact that for
any new step to be taken vari-
ous problems do arise whether
it is a individual case or of a
country case and I shall dis-
cuss the case our own country.
It was the first time when
India crossed the Line of
Control and conducted the
Surgical Strikes in Pakistan
and destroyed the extremists
camps and the Pak army suf-
fered a heavy loss. Again it
was also first time when
Indian airforce crossed the air-
space after the Pulwama
attack and destroyed the ter-
rorists camps in Pak and both
these happenings needed a
bold planning and strong
willpower and country showed
its worth. It was also a first
time in the last twenty five
years when Indian soldiers
entered in Chinese territory
and there were heavy casual-
ties on China's side and it also
needed a strong determina-
tion. Now we evaluate the suc-
cess story within the country.
To open forty five crores bank
accounts is not a easy and the
country had done it with full
dedication. Can anybody think
that country is now totally ODF
which seem to be impossible
task in the initial stage. What a
surprising factor that in eight-
een thousand villages there
was not electricity and at pres-
ent hundred percent villages
have electricity connections. It
is also uphill task that many lac
patients had got the benefits of
Ayushman Bharat scheme.
From the above it is very much
clear that to start any social
welfare schemes a lot of
efforts are required alongwith
full sincerity and dedication
and it is also expected that for-
mula of Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment will be adopted by others
to maintain the peace and har-
mony in the country. Caption
of subject matter is totally cor-
rect "Please do not speak loud-
ly a little child is sleeping."

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Amend laws
The process adopted in

removing illegal structures
needs to be corrected.
Unfortunately, our system is
such that the authorities have
to take recourse to legal pro-
cedures even in cases where
everyone knows about the ille-
gality of the said structures.
This is where unscrupulous
elements take advantage. In a
majority of cases, the political
leadership is responsible for
encroachments. This means
that there is an urgent need to
amend our existing laws gov-
erning such illegal practices.
Otherwise, the hands of the
authorities would be tied 
for ever.

GGoovvaarrddhhaannaa,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

MMaannddiipp@@KKuuttcchh22KKiibbiitthhuu

Pensions of defence person-
nel have been hogging the
limelight, almost as if veteran
pensions are at the cost of
national security. But aren't
pensioners of other ministries
worrying the govt? Biggest
employer Railways for eg? Or
the Home Ministry which has
more men than the MOD? 

KKhhuusshhbboooo@@MMaattttLLaaeemmoonn

Bring back book shops and
libraries. Bring back focus and
calm. Bring back the smell of
books, the importance of know-
ing more and the advantages of
keeping mouths shut. Bring back
no need for an urgent opinion.
Bring back the 90s.

VVaannddaannaa@@JJaayyrraajjaann

Regardless of how well we've planned
for setbacks, trials come out of
nowhere and cause painful situations.
But no matter the struggle, you have
the power to overcome anything. It's
imp to remember nothing is forever. In
other words this too shall pass...

RRaannjjiitt@@hhoosskkoottee

'Veteran' -as applied to
artists, actors or filmmak-
ers of a certain age- has
got to be one of the most
awful adjectives in Indian
public discourse. I can't say
precisely what I find
depressing about it: a sug-
gestion of being battle-
scarred, over the hill, vin-
tage going on corked?

TTPPrraasshhaanntt@@pprraasshhaannttiiaass22000011

Heat wave !! No way !!! We are still enjoying cold weather in some parts of Arunachal!!

AAvviirraall@@aavviirraallbbhhaatt

No Indian unicorns in April with
a day to go. India averaged
almost 5 per month from March
21 to March 22 The last time we
didn't have a unicorn announced
was in August 2020, a full 20
months ago. Long bull run grind-
ing to a sudden halt.

C hief Justice of India NV Ramana said the
Constitution provides separation of power

among the three organs of the state, and one should
be mindful of the 'lakshman rekha' while discharging
their duty. He was speaking at the Joint Conference of
Chief Ministers and Chief Justices of High Courts,
which was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Ramana also voiced his concern over the mis-
use of Public Interest Litigations (PIL). 'PILs have
now turned into 'Personal Interest Litigation' and are
used to settle personal scores, he said. In a polarised
Indian society, every issue and major decision of gov-
ernment is being challenged in court cases. Sections
of society have less faith in elected representatives
than judiciary. Judiciary has regularly reminded the
nation about its 'lakshman rekha' in democracy. In
2018, Supreme Court had reminded the lawyers of its
'lakshman rekha' when they fervently pleaded it to in-
tervene to stop criminalisation of politics on the
ground that the legislature was not doing enough. A
five-judge Constitution bench headed by then Chief
Justice Dipak Misra, which had commenced its hear-
ing on PILs seeking barring of persons facing serious
criminal charges from electoral politics, referred to
the concept of separation of powers among the three
wings of the state -- executive, legislature and the ju-
diciary. The bench said that it can devise means to
fast track the judicial proceedings in criminal cases
involving lawmakers, but it would be difficult to di-
rect Parliament and the poll panel to certain things
which fell under the domain of the legislature. The
1960s and 70s saw a number of social reforms initiat-
ed by the government like nationalisation of banks,
abolition of privy purses and land acquisition meas-
ures, some of which were struck down by the courts
as being violative of the fundamental rights.

The government's reaction was to use the over-
whelming majority it enjoyed to amend the
Constitution to abrogate some of the fundamental
rights. The controversy reached a crescendo in
Kesavananda Bharati's case where the issue was
whether there was any limit on Parliament's powers
to amend the Constitution. However, since 1986, the
Supreme Court, for the first time, changed this.
Judges have, since then, crossed the 'lakshman rekha'
in matters relating to Part 4 of India's constitution
simply because the state has failed to implement the
directive principles of state policy. In so doing, the
Judges sitting in Supreme Court have converted the
primary human needs into human rights, making
them enforceable. This is a great innovation that
courts have done. As the Ramayana itself depicts, the
'lakshman rekha' can be crossed only when necessary
but when it is done, it is always and only for a good
cause. That is the answer for those who say that the
'lakshman rekha' cannot be crossed. Faced with a sit-
uation where the Parliament, on a textual reading of
the law, appeared to have uncontrolled power to alter
or even abolish any fundamental right, the Supreme
Court invented the basic structure doctrine and held
that Parliament could amend any part of the
Constitution so long as it did not alter its basic struc-
ture. What began as a measure to preserve democracy
developed into an era of activism. In Constitution
making, there are invisible forces that can never be
and the spirit of tolerance, which is at a very very low
ebb today. For the constitutionalists, the principles of
state policy which cannot be enforced in courts of law
is the 'lakshman rekha'.

Judicial ‘lakshman rekha’

A s the US and Europe boost military aid to
Ukraine, Russian authorities have escalated

warnings and criticism, arguing the aid is not only fu-
elling the conflict but also boosting the risk of direct
confrontation between Russia and NATO powers.
Meanwhile, the UK is shipping weapons to Ukraine
capable of striking Russian cities. Russian President
Vladimir Putin calls it a special military operation.
Reserves have not been called up, and a great deal of
care in the use of force is being taken. Unlike in Iraq,
Russia has not taken out power, sewage, water sys-
tems, most roads or rail. It has not unleashed level
bombers for massive bombing of Ukrainian cities.
Russia has also not called up its reserves. Russia has
millions of men in its reserves. It could call up two
million men and not exhaust them. They're not the
best troops, but they would swamp Ukraine. Further,
the idea that any Russian government would ever give
up Crimea is insanity. This idea that NATO has that it
can safely fight Russia to the last Ukrainian, without
any chance of spill over is insane. Likewise, China
cannot afford to let Russia be broken up. If it is, then
China can almost trivially be blockaded and forced
into subjugation. They need Russian oil, gas, coal,
minerals and food and without them they cannot sur-
vive a confrontation with the West. It is literally im-
possible.

What China sees is that America wants to fight wars
where they aren't a risk. If there's a war in Asia
against China, without using nukes, China has little
ability to hit the US mainland, while the US can hit
China. Yes, Taiwan and South Korea and Japan get
devastated, but the US laughs as the damage is done
overseas. The US has stated it wants to place hyper-
sonic missiles in the first island chain off China,
which includes Taiwan, the same sort of movement of
weapons which contributed to Russia's demands be-
fore the Ukraine war, and recently there has even been
talk of putting US troops in Taiwan as a trip wire sim-
ilar to the one in South Korea. This means China
needs a conventional deterrent. They need missiles
that can hit the continental USA, and they need to in-
crease their navy to the point where it can fight the US
navy in international waters and win. Remember that
China's ship-building capacity is vastly larger than
America's. The US and UK, both of whom think that
Russia and China can't hurt them, are escalating this
war with ramifications for all nations.

Escalation risk
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Cambodian farmers labour for harvesting water mimosa vegetables from a boat at a farm in Phnom Penh.

A s the global population has
expanded over time, agricul-

tural modernisation has been
humanity's prevailing approach to
staving off famine. A variety of
mechanical and chemical innova-
tions delivered during the 1950s
and 1960s represented the third
agricultural revolution. The adop-
tion of pesticides, fertilisers and
high-yield crop breeds, among
other measures, transformed agri-
culture and ensured a secure food
supply for many millions of people
over several decades.
Concurrently, modern agriculture
has emerged as a culprit of global
warming, responsible for one-third
of greenhouse gas emissions,
namely carbon dioxide and
methane. Meanwhile, inflation on
the price of food is reaching an all-
time high, while malnutrition is ris-
ing dramatically. Today, an estimat-
ed two billion people are afflicted
by food insecurity (where having
access to safe, sufficient and nutri-
ent-rich food isn't guaranteed).
Some 690 million people are under-
nourished. The third agricultural
revolution may have run its course.
And as we search for innovation to
usher in a fourth agricultural revo-
lution with urgency, all eyes are on
artificial intelligence (AI).

AI, which has advanced rapidly
over the past two decades, encom-
passes a broad range of technolo-
gies capable of performing human-
like cognitive processes, such as
reasoning. It's trained to make
these decisions based on informa-
tion from vast amounts of data. In
assisting humans in fields and fac-

tories, AI may process, synthesise
and analyse large amounts of data
steadily and ceaselessly. It can out-
perform humans in detecting and
diagnosing anomalies, such as
plant diseases, and making predic-
tions including about yield and
weather. Across several agricultur-
al tasks, AI may relieve growers
from labour entirely, automating
tilling (preparing the soil), plant-
ing, fertilising, monitoring and har-
vesting. Algorithms already regu-
late drip-irrigation grids, command
fleets of topsoil-monitoring robots,
and supervise weed-detecting
rovers, self-driving tractors and
combine harvesters. A fascination
with the prospects of AI creates
incentives to delegate it with fur-
ther agency and autonomy. This
technology is hailed as the way to
revolutionise agriculture. The
World Economic Forum, an interna-
tional non-profit promoting public-
private partnerships, has set AI and
AI-powered agricultural robots
(called 'agbots') at the forefront of
the fourth agricultural revolution.

But in deploying AI swiftly and
widely, we may increase agricul-
tural productivity at the expense of
safety. In our recent paper pub-
lished in Nature Machine
Intelligence, we have considered
the risks that could come with
rolling out these advanced and
autonomous technologies in agri-
culture. First, given these tech-
nologies are connected to the
internet, criminals may try to hack
them. Disrupting certain types of
agbots would cause hefty dam-
ages. In the US alone, soil erosion
costs USD 44 billion annually. This
has been a growing driver of the
demand for precision agriculture,
including swarm robotics, that can
help farms to manage and lessen
its effects. But these swarms of
topsoil-monitoring robots rely on
interconnected computer net-
works and hence are vulnerable to
cyber-sabotage and shutdown.
Similarly, tampering with weed-
detecting rovers would let weeds
loose at a considerable cost. We
might also see interference with

sprayers, autonomous drones or
robotic harvesters, any of which
could cripple cropping operations.
Beyond the farm gate, with
increasing digitisation and
automation, entire agrifood supply
chains are susceptible to malicious
cyber-attacks. At least 40 malware
and ransomware attacks targeting
food manufacturers, processors
and packagers were registered in
the US in 2021. The most notable
was the USD 11 million ran-
somware attack against the
world's largest meatpacker, JBS.

Then there are accidental risks.
Before a rover is sent into the field,
it's instructed by its human opera-
tor to sense certain parameters
and detect particular anomalies,
such as plant pests. It disregards,
whether by its own mechanical lim-
itations or by command, all other
factors. The same applies to wire-
less sensor networks deployed in
farms, designed to notice and act
on particular parameters, for
example, soil nitrogen content. By
imprudent design, these
autonomous systems might priori-
tise short-term crop productivity
over long-term ecological integrity.
To increase yields, they might
apply excessive herbicides, pesti-
cides and fertilisers to fields, which
could have harmful effects on soil
and waterways. Rovers and sensor
networks may also malfunction, as
machines occasionally do, sending
commands based on erroneous
data to sprayers and agrochemical
dispensers. And there's the possi-
bility we could see human error in
programming the machines.
Agriculture is too vital a domain for
us to allow hasty deployment of
potent but insufficiently supervised
and often experimental technolo-
gies. If we do, the result may be
that they intensify harvests but
undermine ecosystems. As we
emphasise in our paper, the most
effective method to treat risks is
prediction and prevention.

There are also potential power
inequalities in this new revolution.
Research found that some farmers
were optimistic about a high-tech

future. But others wondered
whether those with less capital,
poor broadband availability and IT
skills, and access to advice on how
to use the technology would be
able to benefit. History suggests
technology companies and larger
farm businesses are often the win-
ners of this kind of change, and
benefits don't always trickle down
to smaller family farms. In the
context of the fourth agricultural
revolution, this could mean farm-
ers not owning or being able to
fully access the data gathered on
their farms by new technologies.
Or reliance on companies to main-
tain increasingly important and
complex equipment. Instead of
blind optimism, we need to identi-
fy where benefits and disadvan-
tages of new agricultural technol-
ogy will occur and for whom. This
process must include a wide range
of people to help create society
wide responsible visions for the
future of farming. 

We should be careful in how we
design AI for agricultural use and
should involve experts from differ-
ent fields in the process. For exam-
ple, applied ecologists could advise
on possible unintended environ-
mental consequences of agricultur-
al AI, such as nutrient exhaustion
of topsoil, or excessive use of nitro-
gen and phosphorus fertilisers.
Also, hardware and software proto-
types should be carefully tested in
supervised environments (called
'digital sandboxes') before they are
deployed more widely. In these
spaces, ethical hackers, also known
as white hackers, could look for
vulnerabilities in safety and securi-
ty. This precautionary approach
may slightly slow down the diffu-
sion of AI. Yet it should ensure that
those machines that graduate the
sandbox are sufficiently sensitive,
safe and secure. Half a billion
farms, global food security and a
fourth agricultural revolution hang
in the balance.

((AAssaaff  TTzzaacchhoorr  iiss  RReesseeaarrcchh
AAffffiilliiaattee,,  CCeennttrree  ffoorr  tthhee  SSttuuddyy  ooff

EExxiisstteennttiiaall  RRiisskkss,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff
CCaammbbrriiddggee  iinn  UUKK..))

AI in agriculture could boost food security but has risks

VViivvaa@@kkeerrmmaannii

Baoris scattered all across,specially
in drought-prone regions of India to
provide water all year round .Used
as a vital water storage and irriga-
tion systems,their value has gone
largely unnoticed by town planners
as modern running water systems
eclipsed their importance.

ASAF TZACHOR

LABOUR FOR HARVEST
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BRIEF

Turnover
New Delhi: The
Khadi and Village
Industries
Commission (KVIC)
achieved a whopping
Rs 1.15 lakh crore
turnover in 2021-22,
growing at a rate of
20.54 per cent from the
previous year, the gov-
ernment said on
Saturday. The MSME
ministry stated that
KVIC has achieved a
height which remains
a distant goal for all
FMCG companies in
India. Last fiscal year,
the overall turnover of
KVIC stood at Rs
1,15,415.22 crore as
compared to Rs
95,741.74 crore in 2020-
21. KVIC has thus reg-
istered a growth of
20.54 per cent from
2020-21. Compared to
the year 2014-15, the
overall production in
Khadi and Village
Industry sectors in
2021-22 has registered
a whopping growth of
172 per cent while the
gross sales during this
period increased by
over 248 per cent, the
ministry said.

Stake
New Delhi: PVC pipes
and plastic products
maker Astral said it
will acquire a majori-
ty 51 per cent stake in
Gem Paints for Rs 194
crore, a move which
will allow the
Ahmedabad-based
firm to expand its
product portfolio into
the paints segment.
Astral has entered
into a definitive agree-
ment with Gem Paints
and its shareholders
after the deal was ap-
proved by its board, it
said in a regulatory fil-
ing. The balance 49 per
cent equity stake will
be acquired by Astral
over a period of five
years in tranches, as
per the Share
Purchase Agreement,
it added. The operat-
ing paint business of
Gem Paints is pro-
posed to be demerged
to a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary -- Esha Paints.

Acquire
Mumbai: Shell
Overseas Investment
BV, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Shell plc
(Shell), has signed an
agreement with Actis
Solenergi Limited
(Actis) to acquire 100
per cent of Solenergi
Power Private
Limited for USD 1.55
billion and with it, the
Sprng Energy group
of companies.
Solenergi Power
Private Limited is in-
corporated in
Mauritius and is the
direct shareholder of
the Sprng Energy
group of companies
in India.

Invest
Bengaluru:
Semiconductor tools
and technology firm
Applied Materials
plans to invest
around Rs 1,500 crore
over the next five
years. Applied
Materials senior vice
president for semi-
conductor products
Prabu G Raja, at the
Semicon India-2022
conference here, an-
nounced the next
phase of expansion of
the company's facili-
ties in the country
with an investment of
Rs 340 crore. "We have
built an extensive set
of science and engi-
neering capabilities
for innovation and
product commerciali-
sation. We also have a
deep relationship
with premier univer-
sities for fundamen-
tal research. We are
excited to launch the
next phase of expan-
sion in India.

Mumbai, Apr 30 (PTI):

The Indian economy
may take more than a
decade to overcome the
losses emanating from the
COVID-19 pandemic, said a
report published by the
Reserve Bank of India.

In an analysis of the im-
pact of COVID-19 on the
economy, the report has es-
timated the output losses
during the pandemic peri-
od at around Rs 52 lakh
crore.

The perturbations from
repeated waves of COVID-
19 have come in the way of
sustained recovery and the
quarterly trends in GDP
essentially followed the
ebbs and flows of the pan-
demic, said the chapter
'Scars of the Pandemic' in
the Report on Currency
and Finance (RCF) for the
year 2021-22.

Following a sharp con-
traction in the first quarter
of 2020-21, the economic

momentum progressively
picked up till it was hit by
the second wave in April-
June period of 2021-22.

Similarly, the impact of
the third wave, concentrat-
ed in the month of
January 2022, partially
dented the recovery
process.

With the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine conflict,
the downward risks to
global and domestic
growth are getting accen-
tuated through surge in
commodity prices and
global supply chain disrup-
tions, it noted. "The pan-

demic is a watershed mo-
ment and the ongoing
structural changes catal-
ysed by the pandemic can
potentially alter the
growth trajectory in the
medium-term," the report
said.

The pre-COVID trend
growth rate works out to
6.6 per cent (CAGR for
2012-13 to 2019-20) and ex-
cluding the slowdown
years, it stands at 7.1 per
cent (CAGR for 2012-13 to
2016-17). "Taking the actual
growth rate of (-) 6.6 per
cent for 2020-21, 8.9 per cent
for 2021-22 and assuming
growth rate of 7.2 per cent
for 2022-23, and 7.5 per cent
beyond that, India is ex-
pected to overcome
COVID-19 losses in 2034-
35," the report said.

It pegged the output loss-
es for individual years at
Rs 19.1 lakh crore, Rs 17.1
lakh crore and Rs 16.4 lakh
crore for 2020-21, 2021-22
and 2022-23, respectively.

The report has been au-
thored by officials in the
RBI's Department of
Economic and Policy
Research (DEPR). The RBI,
however, said the findings
and conclusions expressed
in the report are entirely
those of the contributors
and do not represent the
views of the central bank.

The dividends of re-
forms initiated to counter
the pre-COVID slowdown
along with additional
measures and initiatives
during the pandemic will
help launch the economy
on a sustainable high
growth path, it said.

As per the report, the be-
havioural and technologi-
cal changes brought about
by the pandemic may
usher in a new normal
which would not necessar-
ily ape the pre-pandemic
trends but would be built
on a more efficient, equi-
table, clean and green
foundations.

Indian economy may take 12
yrs to recoup pandemic losses

ICICI Bank launches
digital ecosystem 

for MSMEs

Mumbai, Apr 30:  

ICICI Bank  announced
that it has launched India’s
first comprehensive digital
ecosystem for all Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) in the
country, including cus-
tomers of other banks. The
ecosystem has three pillars:
i) enhanced banking servic-
es for existing customers, ii)
a bouquet of banking servic-
es to MSMEs, who are cus-
tomers of other banks, iii) a
whole range of value-added
services for all. The ecosys-
tem, which offers an array of
industry-first solutions,
brings forth a significant
shift from the existing indus-
try practice where banks
offer services only to their
customers. Anyone can avail
of the benefits of ICICI
Bank’s digital solutions by
simply downloading the new
version of the InstaBIZ app,
a super app for businesses,
from Google Play Store or
Apple App Store, or at the
Bank’s Corporate Internet
Banking (CIB) platform.

Ahmedabad, Apr 30 (PTI):

Evolving with changing
scenarios will be crucial
for Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) as
it could become the most
potent instrument in driv-
ing proactive responsible
behaviour among lenders
and prove to be a boon for
the economy, Minister of
State for Corporate Affairs
Rao Inderjit Singh said on
Saturday.

He was speaking at an
international research
conference on insolvency
and bankruptcy organised
by the Indian Institute of
Management Ahmedabad
(IIM-A) in collaboration
with Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of
India (IBBI).

"While the Code has had
a remarkable journey so
far, going forward, evolv-
ing with changing scenar-

ios will be crucial ... Like
everything else, this re-
form should keep evolv-
ing," the minister said.

"As IBC evolves further,
it could become the most
potent instrument in driv-
ing good credit behaviour
and ethical business prac-
tices amongst borders and
proactive responsible be-
haviour among lenders,

proving to be a boon for
the economy and to the na-
tion...We must learn from
the outcomes and
strengthen the Code so
that the law is robust over
time," Singh said.

The minister said
streamlining the CIRP
(Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process) and
liquidation process will

further help in consolidat-
ing the progress made to
secure gains to the econo-
my.

He said the proposed
cross-border insolvency
framework is a "landmark
step" in redefining India's
relations with the rest of
the world.

The minister said that

the use of the recently-in-
troduced pre-packaged in-
solvency resolution
process for corporates and
SMEs - "unique and tailor-
made as per the defining
needs of our country" -
will allow one to analyse
the process and address
emerging challenges in
this sphere.

Evolving with changing scenarios will be crucial for IBC

MoS for Corporate Affairs Rao Inderjit Singh at international
research conference on insolvency and bankruptcy in Ahmedabad
on Saturday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Amid concerns in certain quarters that the insolven-
cy law has led to more liquidations than resolutions of stressed
assets, Corporate Affairs Secretary Rajesh Verma on Saturday
pitched for having a framework to study the impact of the leg-
islation.

MMuummbbaaii:: Seeking to address concerns over the deep haircuts
taken by banks in some of the insolvency resolutions, Reserve
Bank Deputy Governor M Rajeshwar Rao on Saturday said com-
paring the outstanding loan amounts with the value realised
may not be a 'reasonable indicator' to assess the bankruptcy
law's effectiveness.

Need framework to study impact

Comparison not reasonable to assess

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI):

Capital markets regula-
tor Sebi has tweaked the
operational guidelines for
depository participants
and foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) pertaining
to registration certifi-
cates of such foreign in-
vestors and change in
their name.

The new guidelines will
be applicable from May 9,
the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) said in a circular.

According to the regu-
lator, the framework has
been modified pertaining
to certificate of registra-
tion for FPIs and change
in their name.

With regard to registra-

tion certificate for FPIs,
the regulator said the des-
ignated depository partic-
ipant (DDP) will grant the
certificate of registra-
tion, bearing the registra-
tion number generated by
Sebi. In case an FPI has
undergone a change in
name, Sebi said the desig-
nated depository partici-
pant will effect the name
change in the certificate
after receiving such re-
quest.

Sebi tweaks operational
guidelines for FPIs,

depository participants

New York, Apr 30 (AFP):

Indonesia's decision to
suspend palm oil exports
in the face of domestic
shortages has pushed edi-
ble oil prices to new highs,
further tightening a mar-
ket already on edge due to
the war in Ukraine and
global warming.

The prices of palm, soy-
bean, European rapeseed
and even its Canadian
GMO counterpart, canola
oil, have reached historic
highs following
Indonesia's announce-
ment.

"We already had prob-
lems with soybeans in
South America, with
canola in Canada," said
Philippe Chalmin, an eco-
nomics professor at Paris-
Dauphine University in
France, stating that both
crops had been severely
affected by extended
droughts.

Then came devastation
for the "sunflowers in
Ukraine" due to Russia's
destructive invasion, he

added. Palm oil is the
most consumed edible oil
in the world, and
Indonesia accounts for 35
percent of global exports,
according to James Fry,
chairman of LMC con-
sulting firm.

Indonesia’s palm oil export ban
heats up edible oil market

MMuummbbaaii:: Edible oil prices
are likely to witness a dou-
ble-digit rise in India in the
next few months compared
to January this year, follow-
ing geopolitical tensions
and Indonesia's decision to
ban crude palm oil exports,
according to a report.

Edible oil prices likely
to rise in India

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI):

The telecom department
has exempted certain prod-
ucts including mobile user
equipment, mobile hand-
sets, and smart watches
from the ambit of its
mandatory testing 'MTCTE
regime', removing a regula-
tory overlap that existed, an
official release said on
Saturday.

The exemptions on these
widely-used products will
reduce the compliance bur-
den and will enable the in-
dustry to roll out their prod-
ucts faster, it said adding
that the move will also re-
duce import delays.

"DoT (Telecom
Department) in consulta-
tion with MEITY examined
the issue and has now decid-
ed to exempt following prod-
ucts from the ambit of

MTCTE regime: Mobile
User Equipment / Mobile
handset (Mobile phone),
server, smart watch, smart
camera, PoS Machine (Point
of Sale Devices)," the release
said. Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MEITY) car-
ries out Compulsory
Registration of specified
goods -- such as laptops,
wireless keyboards, PoS ma-
chines and other electronic

equipment -- under the
Electronics and Information
Technology (Requirement
for Compulsory
Registration) Order, 2012.

Department of Telecom
(DoT) has specified
'Mandatory Testing and
Certification of
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Equipment (MTCTE)' under
Indian Telegraph
(Amendment) Rules, 2017
for equipment capable of
being used for telecommuni-
cations.

Amid increasing conver-
gence of technology, regula-
tory overlap was noted re-
garding certain products
such as smart watch, smart
camera amongst others.

Representations were also
received from industries
and associations regarding
overlapping jurisdiction of
DoT and MEITY.

DoT exempts handsets, smart watches
from mandatory testing regime

New York, Apr 30 (PTI):

Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia held
discussions with
American aerospace gi-
ants on further strength-
ening collaboration with
the industry in India.

Scindia arrived here for
the first leg of his visit to
North America and began
his engagements with dis-
cussions with New York-
based technology-pow-
ered, global air mobility
platform Blade.

He also interacted with
members of the Indian di-
aspora during a session
and reception hosted by
Consul General of New
York Randhir Jaiswal.

Scindia's engagements
began with a round table
hosted by the US-India
Business Council. The

roundtable, attended by
senior industry leaders, fo-
cussed on ways to
strengthen collaboration
between India and the US
across the aviation sector.

Had a productive inter-
action with members of
@USIBC from the aviation
community. Spoke about
the growing focus & oppor-
tunities in regional con-

nectivity & urban air mo-
bility in India, Scindia
tweeted.

Later, he met vice presi-
dent at aerospace and de-
fense giant Raytheon
Technologies Ambassador
Paul Jones and Senior
Vice President at
American aerospace man-
ufacturer Pratt & Whitney
Rick Duerloo.

Scindia holds talks with US aerospace
giants on bolstering alliance

Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia meets with US corporate
leaders in New York.

TECNO launches
Phantom X

New Delhi, Apr 30:  

TECNO Mobile – the
global premium smart-
phone brand from TRANS-
SION India –launched its
bold and extraordinary
flagship smartphone
Phantom X in Indian mar-
ket. The newly-launched
smartphone boasts of seg-
ment-first Curved
AMOLED display at a dis-
ruptive price of INR.
25,999.

Phantom X is equipped
with an impressive 108MP
Ultra HD Mode set up with
a 50MP+13MP+8MP laser-
focused rear camera, en-
abling a more precise and
distinct photography expe-
rience even in low light
conditions supported by
1/1.3-inch ultra large sen-
sor. A dual 48MP+8MP
front camera allows selfie
lovers to capture sharp
and clear photos.

New Delhi, Apr 30: 

Over the years,
Seagram’s 100 Pipers ‘Play
for a cause’ platform has
been at the forefront of
supporting causes that
positively impact society,
thereby bringingto life the
brand’s core proposition of
‘Be Remembered For
Good’ in an experiential
manner.This year 100
Pipers ‘Play for a cause’
pledges to a greener future
by vowing to plant 1 mil-
lion trees over the course
of one year in partnership
with AROH
Foundation.100 Pipers
launched this momentous
campaign on Earth Day,
April 22nd. 100 Pipers has

also embraced technolo-
gies of the future
&launched India’s first
Environment-themed
NFTs dedicated to Tree
Plantation titled ‘Now
Funding Tomorrow’.

The brand also
launched a unique digital
campaign to further am-
plify awareness around
the need for Tree
Plantation. It has called
upon the audience to be-
come CTOs – Chief Tree
Officers by participating
in the NFT sale to not just
grow their collection but
also grow trees. For each
exclusive NFT brand will
plant 10 trees & likewise
for each rare NFT, 2 trees
will be planted.

‘Play for a cause’ aims to
resonate even more

strongly with the youth Bengaluru, Apr 30: 

Wipro GE Healthcare, a
leading global medical tech-
nology and digital solutions
innovator, today, an-
nounced the launch of its
next-generation Revolution
Aspire CT (Computed
Tomography) scanner.
Revolution Aspire is an ad-
vanced imaging solution
designed and manufactured
end-to-end in India, at the
newly launched Wipro GE
Medical Devices
Manufacturing plant, in
line with ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ initiative. The CT
system is equipped with
higher imaging intelligence
to improve clinical confi-
dence when diagnosing dis-
eases and anomalies. India
faces a dual challenge of
urban-rural divide and dis-

ease burden. Even though a
major proportion of the
population lives in rural
areas, the majority of
health facilities are concen-
trated in select large cities.

The Revolution Aspire
CT scanner empowers clini-
cians with increased opera-
tional efficiency with upto
50% higher throughput.
The rotation time in
Revolution Aspire CT scan-
ner has been increased by
20%, enabling clinicians to
provide faster diagnosis.

Commenting on the
launch, Dr. Devi Shetty,
Chairman and Senior
Consultant Cardiac
Surgeon said, “Access to
healthcare has been deeply
asymmetric in India and in-
novative medical technolo-
gy products will help bridge
this gap.”

Wipro GE Healthcare launches
‘Made in India’ CT System

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI):

India has launched the
pilot phase of open network
for digital commerce
(ONDC), a UPI-type protocol,
in five cities with an aim to
democratise fast growing e-
commerce sector, help small
retailers and reduce domi-
nance of online retail giants.

"After UPI, another game
changing idea to democra-
tise commerce - ONDC soft
launch to select consumers,
sellers and logistics
providers. Get ready for a
world of choice, convenience
and transparency,"
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said
in a tweet.

The initiative is also
aimed at curbing the domi-

nance of two large multina-
tional e-commerce players,
which control more than
half of the country's e-com-
merce trading, limit access
to the market, and give pref-
erential treatment to certain
sellers and squeeze supplier
margins. Giving details,
Additional Secretary in the
Department For Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) Anil Agrawal,
said that the ONDC is a set of
standards for voluntary
adoption by sellers or logis-
tics providers or payment

gateways. As many as 80
firms are currently working
with the ONDC and they are
at different stages of inte-
gration. These companies
are making their apps for
sellers or buyers or logistics
or payment gateways. At the
pilot phase, the target is to
onboard 150 retailers in five
cities - Delhi NCR,
Bengaluru, Bhopal, Shillong
and Coimbatore.

"With this pilot phase, we
want to learn as to how this
rolls out in the real life envi-
ronment where you actually
make payments, do the deliv-
eries, cancel orders and how
refund works," Agrawal said
adding "once these lessons
are known, we would create
a playbook, which will be a
set of standards".

India launches pilot phase of
open e-commerce network

D
ance is one of the most liberating ways
to express feelings and helps us tell a
story, and share emotions. Every year on

April 29, International Dance Day is celebrated to
highlight its value and revel in the university of the
art form. On this day, &TV artists Mouli Ganguly
(Mahasati Anusuya) of Baal Shiv, Akansha
Sharma (Sakina Mirza) of Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai?, Kamna Pathak (Rajesh) of
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan and Shubhangi
Atre (Angoori Bhabi) of
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai talk

about their passion for the dance.
Mouli Ganguly (Mahasati Anusuya) of Baal Shiv,

shares, "Dance is one of my favourite ways to de-
stress, let go of inhibitions, connect with people,
and stay fit. Dance allows me to stay in touch with
my spiritual self while also keeping me positive
and energized. It brings my mind, body, and soul
into harmony and transports me to a world full of
peace. I believe in inner happiness, and the only way
to achieve it, for me, is by practising
this art form regularly. I wish every-
one a very Happy International
Dance Day”. Catch all your
favourite artists in Baal Shiv,
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai?,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai from
8:00 pm to 10:30 pm, airing
every Monday to Friday only
on &TV!

Rasika Dugal set
to scare in

supernatural
horror ‘Adhura’

A
ctress Rasika Dugal is quite excited about
her upcoming show 'Adhura' in which
she has got a chance to explore a new

genre of horror.
'Adhura' outlines a story set in an elite board-

ing school with a dark secret that will shake up
the lives of everyone connected to it.

Directed by Gaurav Chawla and Ananya
Banerjee, it is also featuring Ishwak Singh.

Rasika said, "It is exciting for me to ex-
periment with a new genre. And that too
supernatural horror. I am easily spooked
and therefore haven't watched any hor-
ror story at all. So this one is all kinds of
new for me. With this script, I realised on

the second day of the shoot that I couldn't
go over my lines after 5 pm if I wanted a
good night's sleep. What is special about
the show is that besides having all the
elements of horror, the story is also

very poignant." The show will be re-
leasing on Prime Video.

ACROSS

1. Building toy

5. Get the ball rolling

10. RPM dial

14. NYSE counterpart

15. Kind of eclipse

16. Not a pretty fruit?

17. Hollywood crosser

18. Port of old Rome

19. Crowd noise

20. "You're pulling my leg!"

23. List-ending abbr.

24. Capitol Hill VIP

25. Bell, Barker, Joad, etc.

28. Lighter-air connection

31. Subject of some tests

36. "Diana" singer

38. Notable periods

40. Wheel spokes

41. "You're pulling my leg!"

44. Improvise

45. Ticked off

46. Inscribe with acid

47. Hardly ever

49. Toga party supply

51. Film location

52. Cabin component

54. Weight room unit

56. "You're pulling my leg!"

65. Party pooper

66. "Try ___ see!"

67. Pack of pennies

68. Monthly occurrence

69. Verdi's "___ Miller"

70. Printer's primary color

71. Sweep's target

72. Disney World attraction

73. Georgetown player

DOWN

1. Gas-grill rock

2. Mideast bigwig

3. Characteristic carrier

4. Certain daisy

5. Is in a slump?

6. Elongated tooth

7. Apt to say nay

8. Bookies' nightmares

9. Lines of work

10. Rotate

11. Slack-jawed

12. Nontalkative one

13. What this gun's for?

21. Polo Grounds legend

22. Opening

25. Yucatán peoples

26. Terminal type

27. Jolly Roger depiction

29. Sciences partner

30. Tycoon, for one

32. Roué

33. Makes a long story short?

34. Inasmuch as

35. Word with eye or hind

37. Within

39. Dried-up

42. Letter-shaped fastener

43. Made fun of

48. Roving

50. Gun in a car?

53. Go's mate

55. Freshwater food fish

56. Hieroglyphics bird

57. Featherbrain

58. Nabisco treat

59. It may be feathered

60. Not of the clergy

61. Preceder of many words?

62. Show wild instability

63. Oil of ___

64. Inner arm bone
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When we have found our path, we natu-
rally want to start to walk down it,
Aquarius. The reverse isn't true despite
what you seem to believe. It's quite
futile to learn how to walk when you
don't know which path to walk upon.
This may seem a little obscure to you,
and yet it's true. Desire is what creates
aptitude, not the reverse.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The astral energy is encouraging you to open
up more to your world, culture, and ways of
thinking, Pisces. You don't have to go off
alone in the desert to reinvent everything.
For you, this would be the easy way out,
because it would allow you to hide! Develop
your curiosity about what exists in this soci-
ety. Your opinion will carry weight later on.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

How focused you are, Aries! You're so
calm and collected. Of course, the
mood is especially hospitable to sobri-
ety, reasonableness, and hard work.
The horizon is clear, and you have all
the information you require to navi-
gate the seas of life. All you need is a
little more faith and courage. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today, Taurus, you can at last express the
secrets that have been troubling you. You
may be seething with anger inside and
afraid to let it show for fear it may
explode on contact. Or you may be steam-
ing with a concealed passion for some
lucky special someone. The head will rule
the heart today, and your mind will be
unclouded by any haze of emotion. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Your mind is in great turmoil right now,
Gemini, so it isn't surprising that you can't
pay much attention to anything. It's as
though your concept of the world has
been inexorably changed and you see
your love life and career with new eyes.
Even so, you feel compelled to pick up the
pieces of the past and save them. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The day will be fairly quiet for you,
Cancer. You're likely to yoke yourself
to a task and continue working on it
until evening. If someone tries to per-
suade you to take a break, it won't be
all that difficult to resist. This is one
day when you should follow your
instincts, keep your head down, and
focus on the task at hand.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You should use the day to ponder your
professional future, Leo. Many forces
seem to be working together to clarify
your ideas on the subject. Rather than
rebelling at the slightest provocation,
as you've been doing lately, it would be
much more reasonable for you to think
first about the basic material needs of
you and your family.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Today is no time for dreaming, Virgo!
Quite the contrary. You can expect to
have to settle a number of minor techni-
cal problems involving communications
or transmissions. On the whole, it will be
a somewhat trying day, but at least your
mind will be occupied, leaving no room
for the difficult internal questions that
have been bothering you so much lately.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Are you getting hit with obstacles,
Libra? Could it be that you simply need
to allot yourself more time to complete
the monumental tasks you take on?
This might be difficult for you to toler-
ate. You don't know how to deal with
times like these when you must contin-
ue doing the same thing over and over
until you get results. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Are you having some problems with authori-
ty, Scorpio? Are you having a hard time mak-
ing yourself understood? If so, have you
thought about explaining your projects in
detail to the people that you hope will follow
you in your adventure? You can't expect oth-
ers to follow you blindly. They, too, have their
lives to live, as well as their own objectives
and priorities.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Yes, Sagittarius, your projects have taken
some time to get set up. This is because
you haven't been concentrating hard
enough. You are doing several things at
once, with the result that things have been
moving more slowly than you expected.
Your change in orientation requires you to
focus your energy in a single direction. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You don't have to create everything alone,
Capricorn. Life isn't an individual sport. To
live life fully, you must participate. Often this
involves interacting with other people. This is
an exercise in confidence. Do you want to be
with us - yes or no? Regardless of your
answer, outside events will lead you in a
direction that you can neither predict nor
imagine.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
mid the controversy
over Hindi involv-
ing actors Ajay

Devgn and Kichha
Sudeep, actress Kangana
Ranaut says considering
Sanskrit is older than
Hindi, Sanskrit should be
the national language.

However, she explained
why in her opinion, deny-
ing Hindi as the national
language is indirectly a
disrespect to the central
government and the
Indian Constitution.

The actress was inter-
acting with the media on
Friday during the trailer
launch of her upcoming
film 'Dhakkad'.

Asked her opinion on
Hindi language contro-
versy, Kangana said,
"Firstly we all have the
right to feel proud of our
language, roots and cul-
ture. But our country is
culturally and language-
wise very diverse. So we
need one common lan-
guage to bring them to-
gether. When the Indian
Constitution was made,
Hindi was made a nation-
al language. Now see,
technically speaking,
Tamil is an older lan-
guage than Hindi. But the
oldest one is the Sanskrit
language. So, in my opin-
ion, Sanskrit should be
the national language,
not Hindi."

She went on adding,
"Having said that I do not
have the answer why in-
stead of Sanskrit, why
Hindi is chosen as the na-
tional language. But now
that the decision is made,
if you do not obey it, you
are denying the
Constitution."

Then she brings in the
political angle and she ex-
plained her thoughts.

"If Khalistanis ask for
a separate state, Tamils
and people of Bengal are
asking for a separate
state, they are not defying
just Hindi, they are defy-
ing the central govern-
ment of Delhi. Despite the
dark colonial past, we still
use English as a linking
language to communicate
inside the country. Should
English be that link, or
Hindi, Tamil or Sanskrit
should be the language?
We have to decide that."
said the 'Dhakkad' ac-
tress.

Referring to the contro-
versy between Ajay and
Sudeep, Kangana believes
that both the actors are
right in their own way.

"Hindi is our national
language, so whatever
Ajay sir said is right. But
I understand the senti-
ment of Sudeep and he is
not wrong either," she ex-
plained.

Kangana Ranaut: Instead of
Hindi, Sanskrit should be

the national language 
C

OLORS is set to launch a riveting
tale of love, ‘Muskuraane Ki
Vajah Tum Ho’ that revolves

around the lives of Katha and a suave
businessman, Kabir. While Katha is an
optimistic and confident girl who works
for a NGO, she gets untimely pregnant
but in spite of the resistance by her
mother Katha is adamant and she de-
cides to keep and raise the child by her-
self going against societal norms. She
decides she will only go ahead with a
partner who accepts her with her reali-
ty of being pregnant before marriage as
she won’t hide her truth. Fate brings
her face to face with Kabir, a charming
entrepreneur from Udaipur who enters
her life and is impressed with her hon-
esty and courage and accepts Katha’s
reality and is ready  to marry her. Thus
begins an unusual tale of love.
Although an alliance is made but it
wouldn’t be so easy for Kabir and Katha
as the future holds something in store
for Katha that will shatter Katha to
pieces which will be a true test for
Kabir and Katha’s relationship. Will
Katha and Kabir be able to sail through
this and will their love blossom amidst
these adversities? ..This is a journey of
how Kabir and Katha become the rea-
son to smile for each other..

Popular actor Kunal Jaisingh will
essay the role of Kabir and television
debutant Tanvi Malhara will play the
character of Katha.

Excited to be a part of television,
Tanvi Malhara said, I am overjoyed to
begin my career on television with a
show that has such an impactful story-
line. Katha’s character is of an opinion-
ated woman with strong values who
makes one of the toughest decisions of
her life- to raise a child even after being
unmarried. The show will trace her and
Kabir’s journey that I am confident the
viewers will enjoy. I am thankful to

COLORS for this wonderful opportuni-
ty and looking forward to it.

‘Muskuraane Ki Vajah Tum Ho’ to
air soon on COLORS.

Kunal and Tanvi enter
‘Muskuraane Ki Vajah Tum Ho’

&TV artists share
their passion 

for dance TV actor Yash
Dhawan, who has

previously featured in
'Yeh Pyaar Nahi Toh
Kya Hai', feels a career
in fitness is always an
easy alternative option
for actors.

He says: "An actor
turns out to be a good in-
fluencer, and people al-
ways get inspired by
them. Personally, I'm so
inspired by actor
Hrithik Roshan. I've ad-
mired him since child-
hood. He has got the per-
fect look and style. I feel
fitness can be an easy al-
ternative career option
for actors."

Yash reveals he start-
ed his fitness journey in
high school days. "I
started my fitness jour-
ney when I was in high
school. I used to work-
out for fun but during
my board exams I met
with a serious road acci-
dent and that changed
my mind to live a
healthy life. After which
I started focusing on my
diet plans and on my
training on a serious
note."

Yash who also acts in
TVC and came to notice
after sharing screen

space with cricketer
Virat Kohli feels social
media is a great medi-
um today. "I couldn't
even believe to earn a
great fan following on
social media. People
ping me asking about
fitness regimes and diet
plans. I feel the internet
or social media has be-
come more significant
today for people having
interest in fitness."

Yash Dhawan: Fitness can
be an easy alternative

career option for actors
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Mumbai, Apr 30 (PTI):

Gujarat Titans extended
their dominance at the top
of the table with a six-
wicket win over Royal
Challengers Bangalore in
the Indian Premier
League here on Saturday
and inched closer towards
clinching a play-off spot in
their inception year. After
failing multiple times,
Virat Kohli finally came
out out of a prolonged
slump in form by register-
ing his first IPL fifty in 14
matches, including nine
this season, as Royal
Challengers Bangalore
posted a challenging 170
for six.

In reply, Rahul Tewatia
(43 not out) and David
Miller (39 not out) did the
job for GT after the table
toppers were struggling at
95 for four in the 13th over.
With 16 points which has
been the magic mark,
Titans are well on course
towards a top-two finish

at the end of league stage.
On the day, Kohli made 58
off 53 balls before walking
back to the dugout amid a
standing ovation at the
Wankhede Stadium.

Rajat Patidar blasted a
32-ball 52 -- his maiden IPL
fifty -- while Glenn
Maxwell blazed away to 33

in 18 deliveries to prop up
RCB. The returning
Pradeep Sangwan was ex-
cellent with the ball, fin-
ishing with figures of
2/19, while Rashid Khan
gave away just 29 runs in
his four over to check the
flow of runs in the middle
overs.

Manila , Apr 30 (PTI):

Double Olympic medallist
P V Sindhu ended her
Badminton Asia
Championships campaign
with a bronze medal after
going down fighting to
Japan's Akane Yamaguchi
in three games here on
Saturday.

The 26-year-old started the
match on a positive note but
couldn't keep the winning

momentum going, losing 21-
13 19-21 16-21 to the top seed
and world No. 2 Yamaguchi
in the clash, which lasted
one hour and six minutes.
This is Sindhu's second
medal in the tournament --
she had claimed a bronze in
the 2014 Gimcheon edition.

The Hyderabad shuttler,
who won two Super 300 titles
at Syed Modi International
and Swiss Open, took the
first game easily in 16 min-

utes. In the second game,
the fourth-seeded Sindhu
was handed a point penalty
for taking too much time
between points, leading to
an argument with the refer-
ee.

The argument between
the two led to a momentum
shift as Yamaguchi levelled
the proceedings to force a
decider. The Japnese shut-
tler found her rhythm and
never let Sindhu regroup.

Sindhu settles for bronze at Badminton Asia Championships

Pune, Apr 30 (PTI):

Pace sensation Umran
Malik's performance will be
followed again keenly when
Sunrisers Hyderabad take
on struggling Chennai
Super Kings in an Indian
Premier League match here
on Sunday.

Malik has been the find
of the season as he out-
smarted the top batters of
the world with his brutal
pace. His 5/25 show against
Gujarat Titans, albeit in a

losing cause, is considered
one of the best bowling dis-
plays in the IPL history. The
right-arm tearaway pacer
from Jammu has become
talk of the ongoing IPL
after clocking over 150
kmph consistently. He has
so far picked up 15 wickets
from eight matches at a
strike rate of 12.00. But de-
spite his heroics with the
ball, SRH eventually fell
short by five runs against
Gujarat Titans in their last
game.

Pace sensation Malik in focus
as SRH play struggling CSK

Mumbai, Apr 30:

MS Dhoni will take
over as Chennai Super
Kings captain from
Ravindra Jadeja, after
just eight games in
charge for the latter. A
statement from CSK said
Jadeja wanted to step
aside to "focus more on
his game".

Dhoni, who had cap-
tained Super Kings since
the IPL began in 2008 - bar
the two years when the
franchise was suspended
in the wake of the 2013
spot-fixing case - handed

over to Jadeja at the start
of the 2022 season. Super
Kings, the defending
champions, have since
won two games in eight,
and sit at No. 9 out of ten
teams on the points table.
Super Kings said in a
statement: "Ravindra
Jadeja has decided to re-
linquish captaincy to
focus and concentrate
more on his game and has
requested MS Dhoni to
lead CSK. "MS Dhoni has
accepted to lead CSK in
the larger interest and to
allow Jadeja to focus on
his game."

MS Dhoni replaces Ravindra Jadeja as Chennai Super Kings captain

Miller-Tewatia stand carries
Titans to eighth win

Japans Akane

Yamaguchi returns a

shot during her

womens singles

semi-final match

against Indias

Sindhu V. Pusarla at

the Badminton Asia

Championships 2022

at Muntinlupa,

Philippines on

Saturday.

Man hung from tree, 
beaten up with sticks

Bilaspur, Apr 30: 

A man was allegedly
hung upside down from a
tree and brutally thrashed
with sticks by five people,
including a minor, at a vil-
lage in Bilaspur district,
police said on Saturday.

After the video of the in-
cident that took place in
Uchchbhatti village under
Sipat police station limits
went viral on social media
on Friday, and the five per-
sons involved in the attack
have been apprehended,
an official said.

While three of the at-
tackers identified as
Manish Khare, Shivraj
Khare and Janu Bhargav
were taken into custody
late on Friday evening,

Bhim Kesarwani and a 15-
year-old boy, were nabbed
this morning," a senior po-
lice official said.

The victim, Mahaveer
Suryawanshi, a native of
Ratanpur area of the dis-
trict, has been living in
Uchchbhatti and working
as labourer and watch-
man.

On the intervening
night of April 25 and 26,
Manish allegedly spotted
Suryawanshi trying to
sneak into his house.
Suryawanshi managed to
escape, but the next day,
Manish caught him and
handed him over to the po-
lice, claiming that he was
trying to commit theft, the
official said.

However, Manish did
not lodge an FIR against
Suryawanshi, following
which the police released

him after issuing a warn-
ing, he said.

Manish has claimed that
Suryawanshi again
reached his house on
Wednesday night and
damaged his motorcycle
parked outside and es-
caped, he said.

On Thursday, Manish
and the other four accused
allegedly tied
Suryawanshi upside down
from a tree near a brick
kiln in the village and bru-
tally thrashed him with
sticks," the official said.

A video of the attack
shows a man hanging up-
side down from a tree,
pleading for mercy, as five
men hit him with sticks.

Some locals tried to in-
tervene and one of them
recorded the act on his mo-
bile phone and circulated
it, he said.

‘People’s attention 
diverted from basic issues’

Mumbai, Apr 30 (PTI): 

An attempt is being
made to take the country
backward in the name of
caste and religion and peo-
ple's attention is being di-
verted from basic issues
such as hunger and jobs,
NCP president Sharad
Pawar said here on
Saturday.

Pawar's comments
came ahead of a rally of
MNS chief Raj Thackeray
who earlier this month
tried to corner the Shiv
Sena-NCP-Congress gov-
ernment in Maharashtra
by demanding that loud-
speakers on mosques be
removed.

Speaking at an event
here, Pawar asked if such
demands will solve real is-
sues. We have been seeing
of late that an attempt is
being made to take the
country backward in the
name of caste and reli-

gion. What are the basic
issues concerning people
today?" he said.

It is price rise, food
grains, unemployment,
the issue of living with
dignity. But nobody is pay-
ing attention to them, the
former Union minister
said.

Without naming Raj
Thackeray, he also re-
ferred to news channel re-
ports about the MNS
chief's scheduled rally at

Aurangabad on Sunday.
(The MNS is saying)

will do this, will do
that...will do it in the
name of Hanuman .Will
these demands address
your unemployment
issue? Will this resolve
your hunger issue? Pawar
asked.

Certain elements have
decided to gain their self-
interest by diverting peo-
ple's attention from basic
issues and this is getting
publicity, he said.

One should follow the
ideology of iconic reform-
ers such as Chhatrapati
Shahu Maharaj, Mahatma
Jyotiba Phule and
Babasaheb Ambedkar if a
reply is to be given to
these elements , the NCP
chief said.

Maharashtra Ministers
and NCP leaders Chhagan
Bhujbal and Jayant Patil
were also present on the
occasion.
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Sharad Pawar

̈ Five held
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HORRIFYING TRUTH 

Scintillating dance performance at the concluding ceremony of the ‘Khairagarh
Mahotsav’ at Khairagarh on Saturday. 

KHAIRAGARH MAHOTSAV

Hanuman Chalisa row

Bail plea of Rana
couple to be

decided on May 2
Mumbai, Apr 30 (PTI): A
special court here is likely to
decide the bail plea of jailed
Independent MP Navneet
Rana and her MLA husband
Ravi Rana on May 2. The
couple had moved court
seeking bail in an FIR regis-
tered by Mumbai police
under provisions related to
sedition and promoting en-
mity following their plan to
recite Hanuman Chalisa out-
side Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray's private resi-
dence here. On Saturday,
both prosecution and de-
fence completed their argu-
ments, after which Special
Judge RN Rokade reserved
the order for Monday. The
bail plea of the legislator
couple contended that a call
to recite Hanuman Chalisa
outside 'Matoshree', the CM's
private residence in Bandra
East, cannot be said to be cal-
culated to promote feelings
of enmity or hatred.

Markets abuzz for
Eid shopping in

Kashmir
Srinagar, Apr 30 (PTI):
Markets in Kashmir are
abuzz with activity on
Saturday as people went
on a shopping spree in
preparation for Eid-ul
Fitr, which will be cele-
brated early next week, to
mark the culmination of
Muslim fasting month of
Ramzan, officials said.

A good footfall of cus-
tomers was seen at bakery
shops, mutton outlets,
chicken vendors, ready-
made garments and
crockery stores, officials
said.

Unlike in the past, traf-
fic movement in Lal
Chowk city centre was
very well managed but
other areas of the city wit-
nessed massive traffic
snarls due to Eid shop-
ping rush.

The business on eve of
Eid comes after two years
of shut down due to covid
pandemic but the levels of
activity are still nowhere
close to the pre-pandemic
level of 2019, the local
businessmen said.

‘Central intervention needed
to develop border areas’

Itanagar, Apr 30 (PTI): 

Arunachal Pradesh Home
Minister Bamang Felix on
Saturday sought the Centre's
intervention for the infra-
structural and economic de-
velopment of border areas of
the state. Addressing a func-
tion here organised on the oc-
casion of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, Felix pointed out
the unique challenges to con-
nect the border areas of the
north-eastern state, both
physically and digitally.

Infrastructural and eco-
nomic development of our
border areas while maintain-
ing peace and stability with
neighbouring countries re-
quires constant efforts and in-
terventions by the Union gov-

ernment, Felix said. The to-
pography of the state and
sparsely populated border re-
gions with limited infrastruc-
ture pose a unique challenge
to connecting the border
areas, both physically and
digitally, he said. 

Arunachal Pradesh shares a

1,080-km border with China,
440 km with Myanmar and
160 km with Bhutan.

Border Area Development
Programme which is imple-
mented by the Home Ministry,
has been crucial in developing
critical infrastructure for en-
suring that basic amenities
are available to remote re-
gions of the state, the minis-
ter said. 

Referring to the Vibrant
Village Programme (VVP), a
government scheme an-
nounced in the Union Budget
for the 2022-23 fiscal, Felix
said it will be useful for border
villages having a sparse popu-
lation, limited connectivity,
and infrastructure which often
are left out of the fruits of de-
velopment.

Bamang Felix 
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New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday made a strong
pitch for use of local lan-
guages in courts, contend-
ing that it will increase the
confidence of common cit-
izens in the justice system
and they will feel more
connected to it.

He also appealed to chief
ministers and chief jus-
tices of high courts to give
priority to cases related to
undertrial prisoners lan-
guishing in jails and re-

lease them, as per law,
based on human sensitivi-
ties, and asserted that judi-

cial reform is not merely a
policy matter. Human sen-
sitivities are involved and
they should be kept in the
centre of all deliberations,
Modi said. In every district
there is a committee head-
ed by the district judge, so
that these cases can be re-
viewed and wherever pos-
sible, such prisoners may
be released on bail, the
prime minister said. "I
would appeal to all CMs
and CJs of high courts to
give priority to these mat-
ters on the basis of human-
itarian sensibility and the

law," he said. Addressing
the inaugural session of
the joint conference of
chief ministers and chief
justices of high courts,
being held after a gap of
six years, the prime minis-
ter said a group is looking
into making legislations in
two formats -- one in typi-
cal legal language and the
other in simple language
which can be understood
by ordinary people. He
said it is in practice in var-
ious countries and both
the formats are considered
as legally acceptable.

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI): 

Days after a group of ex-
civil servants wrote to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over "politics of
hate", another set of for-
mer judges and bureau-
crats slammed them, al-
leging their letter was a
political and anti-Modi-
government exercise
taken by them periodical-
ly to shape public opinion
against the ruling dispen-
sation.

Calling itself
'Concerned Citizens', the
group said it does not be-
lieve the open letter to
Modi by the
Constitutional Conduct
Group (CCG) -- the name
of the association of for-
mer bureaucrats -- had
"sincere motivations".

New Delhi, Apr 30: 

Northwest and central
India experienced their
hottest April in 122 years
with average maximum
temperatures reaching 35.9
and 37.78 degrees Celsius
respectively, the weather of-
fice said on Saturday.

Addressing a press con-
ference, India
Meteorological Department
Director General
Mrutyunjay Mohapatra
said northwest and west
central parts of the country
- Gujarat, Rajasthan,
Punjab and Haryana - will
continue to experience
above normal temperatures

in May as well. Nights
would be warmer in May in
most parts of the country,
except some regions of
south peninsular India,
Mohapatra said.

The average tempera-
tures observed pan-India
for April was 35.05 degrees,
which was the fourth high-
est in 122 years, he said.

"The average rainfall in
May 2022 over the country
is most likely to be above
normal," Mohapatra said.

However, parts of north-
west and northeast India as
well as the extreme south-
east Peninsula are expected
to get below normal rainfall
in May, he said.

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI): 

In his first visit abroad
this year, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will have 25
hectic engagements in his
three-day travel to as many
countries where he will be
spending around 65 hours,
government sources said
on Saturday.

He will hold meetings, bi-
lateral as well as multilater-
al, with eight world leaders
from seven countries be-
sides having an interaction
with 50 global business
leaders, they said. He will

also interact with thou-
sands of members of the
Indian diaspora. Modi will
embark on a three-day visit
to Germany, Denmark and
France from May 2 amid
the Ukraine crisis, which
has united much of Europe
against Russia.

He will first travel to
Germany, then visit
Denmark and will have a
brief stop over in Paris on
his return journey on May
4. Prime Minister Modi will
be spending one night each
in Germany and Denmark
while two nights in flight.

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI): 

The Enforcement
Directorate Saturday
"seized" over Rs 5,551-crore
worth fund of Chinese mo-
bile manufacturing com-
pany Xiaomi for violating
the Indian foreign ex-
change law, officials said.

In a press release after
the ED's statement,
Xiaomi Technology India
Private Limited said its op-
erations in the country are
"firmly compliant with
local laws and regula-
tions".

The company (also
called Xiaomi India) is a
trader and distributor of
mobile phones in the coun-
try under the brand name
MI.

"Xiaomi India is a whol-
ly-owned subsidiary of the
China-based Xiaomi
group. This amount of Rs
5,551.27 crore lying in the
bank accounts of the com-
pany has been seized by
the Enforcement
Directorate," the agency
said in a statement.

The seizure has been
done under sections of the
Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA)

after a probe was launched
by the federal agency
against the company in
connection with alleged
"illegal remittances" sent
abroad by the Chinese
firm in February, it said.

Xiaomi began its opera-
tions in India in 2014 and
started remitting the
money the next year, the
agency said.

"The company has re-
mitted foreign currency
equivalent to Rs 5,551.27
crore to three foreign-
based entities which in-
clude one Xiaomi group
entity, in the guise of roy-
alty," the ED said.

Chatarpur, Apr 30: 

A 25-year-old woman from Uttar
Pradesh was allegedly thrown
out of a running train by a man
after she resisted his molesta-
tion attempt near Khajuraho in
Madhya Pradesh's Chhatarpur
district, an official said on
Saturday. After the incident,
which took place on Wednesday
night, the woman was admitted
to the District Hospital in
Chhatarpur, where she is under-
going treatment, he said. "The
woman was allegedly pushed
out of the running train after she
opposed a molestation attempt
by a male co-passenger,"
Jabalpur's Government Railway
Police Superintendent of Police
Vinayak Verma told PTI.

JOINT CONFERENCE OF CMs and CJs

PM bats for use of local
languages in courts

Ex-bureaucrats
defend Modi

WARM GREETINGS

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Bhupesh Baghel meeting Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal at the joint conference of chief ministers and chief justices of high courts in
New Delhi on Saturday.

Parts of India witnessed
hottest April in 122 years

Woman thrown
out of moving train

PM MODI’S TRIP

‘25 engagements, including
meeting with 8 world leaders’

ED seizes Rs 5,551 cr deposits of
Chinese smartphone giant Xiaomi
̈ For FEMA violation
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Mittal Hospital instructed to continue
providing treatment through ESI

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 30: Acting on
a complaint made at
Collector Jandarshan, the
Chief Medical and Health
Officer of Durg has direct-
ed the Mittal Hospital,
Junwani to continue pro-
viding medical treatment
to the complainant (pa-
tient) through ESI card.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the hospital had
refused to continue enter-
taining the ESI card of this
patient and the patient was
being pressurised to con-
tinue the treatment
through Ayushman Card.
The aggrieved patient later
made a complaint at
Collector Jandarshan after

which the Health
Department issued instruc-
tions to the Mittal Hospital.
It needs to be mentioned
here that Hudco resident
Archana Chakraborty, wife
of Arun Chakraborty, is
suffering from cancer.

As she was covered
under ESI, she sought treat-
ment from Mittal Hospital,
Junwani as this institution
was closest to her resi-
dence. Initially the hospital
provided treatment includ-
ing chemotherapy on the
basis of ECI card but later
the doctors refused to con-
tinue the treatment under
this facility. They insisted
on submitting an
Ayushman Card for further
treatment.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 30: Mahira
Khatoon of KG-I 'D', MGM
Senior Secondary School,
Sector 6 brought laurels
for the School in the 26th
All India Children's
Educational Audio-Video
festival 2022, conducted by
Central Institute of
Educational Technology
(NCERT). The topic for the
contest was Nature-
Beautiful Part of Life. She
secured the first position
and made her parents as
well as the institution
proud. Very Rev Thomas
Ramban the VP of the
school, Hon

Correspondent Rajan
George and the School &
Church Managing
Committee members laud-
ed Mahira Khatoon for her
exceptional talent. Dr BD
Tharakan, Principal,

Anitha Rajan Head
Mistress, In-Charges and
the class teachers ex-
pressed their happiness
and congratulated Mahira
Khatoon on her achieve-
ment.

Precaution dose of COVID-19
vaccine to be administered 

in Sector 1 Hospital 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 30: The pre-
caution dose of COVID-19
vaccine (COVISHIELD)
will be administered in
Sector 1 BSP Hospital
from May 02, 2022 for per-
sons between 18-59 years of
age group, which shall in-
clude BSP regular staff,
contractual workers,
spouse of employees and
ex-employees who are be-
tween 18-59 years group,
which shall include BSP

regular staff, contractual
workers, spouse of em-
ployees and ex-employees
who are between 18-59
years. Pre requisites are as
follows: Age group 18-59
years; Vaccine type -
Precaution dose vaccine
will be same as vaccine ad-
ministered at the time of
first & second dose;
Eligibility - After comple-
tion of 9 months (i.e. 39
weeks/273 days) from the
date of administration of
2nd dose; No fresh regis-

tration in COWIN portal is
required; Beneficiaries
will have to produce vacci-
nation certificate of sec-
ond dose at the time of
vaccination; Those who
are eligible for precaution
dose but had covid infec-
tion, should wait for 3
months from the date of
recovery; Health care
workers, front line work-
ers and senior citizens will
continue to receive pre-
caution dose in sector 1
BSP hospital.

Durg Mayor, MLA too 
appeal to eat Bore and 

Basi on Labour Day
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 30: After the
appeal of the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
to realise the pride and
speciality of the summer
season food "Bore and
Basi" and eat the same on
Labour Day, various lead-
ers are also appealing the
same. The appeal has now
taken the shape of a cam-
paign.

In this sequel, the Durg
Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal
and MLA Durg (urban)
Arun Vora reached the
Samriddhi Bazar and
Indira market and ap-
pealed to the citizens to
eat Bore and Basi. He
added that Chhattisgarh
is a state of hard working
people and when we eat

such a food, it cools the
body during summer and
also increases digestion
power as well as keeps
skin soft.

It is also a great boon in
balancing the weight. The
soaked food becomes rich
in all the nutrients. The
Mayor said that every
Chhattisgarhia should
talk of including Bore and
Basi in the diet.

The MLA Arun Vora
further said that it is very

important for us to make
our young generation feel
proud of our food and cul-
ture. MLA Arun Vora and
the Mayor have appealed
that on May 1, we all
Chhattisgarhia, should
eat the aforesaid food with
Onion and mango chutney
and it should be done in
every household to ex-
press pride in our culture
and heritage. It is also a
panacea in balancing the
skin's softness and weight.

Pre-retirement Workshop
resumes at Bhilai Steel Plant

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, Apr 30: Personnel
Department of Bhilai Steel
Plant has resumed Pre-
Retirement workshops
which were kept on hold for
the last two years due to the
covid pandemic.

Pre-retirement workshop
for the employees superan-
nuating in May 2022 was
held on April 28, 2022 at
HRDC. The programme
was conducted by the team
of Employee Services
Section of Personnel
Department, headed by K
Suparna, DGM (Personnel-
Employee Services).

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Nisha Soni, CGM
(Personnel) stated that it is
laudable that at BSP all
final payments are made on

the day of retirement of an
employee if all NDCs are
clear. Stating that the pre-
retirement workshop helps
employees in planning for a
better post-retired life, she
expressed the hope that the
participants will gain very
valuable inputs from the
workshop. Suraj Kumar
Soni, GM (Personnel-Non-
Works & Mines) was also

present on the occasion.
At the outset, Sushmita

Patla, Assistant Manager
(Personnel) informed the
participants about the vari-
ous superannuation bene-
fits and also explained the
procedure for submitting
application for final pay-
ment and Mediclaim
through the On-line
Shubhkamna module.

While Rajesh
Dewangan, SSA, Employee
Services section explained
about the features of SAIL
Mediclaim Scheme, Rishi
Sharma, SSA, informed
the participants about the
Agraj Samvad website
which serves as a strong
platform of communica-
tion after separation from
the company.

Officials from LIC,
Department of Posts and
Banks also explained
about various saving
schemes and representa-
tives from HDFC Life and
other insurance compa-
nies talked about SAIL
Pension Scheme, National
Pension Scheme and the
mechanism of exit and de-
ferment.

From May 02 for persons between 18-59 years of age group

Mahira Khatoon brings laurels
in Audio Visual Festival 2022
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Dahria to Raman, Koushik: Whom do you want to protect?  

Raipur, Apr 30: Politics
heated up over judicial
probe into Jhiram incident
in Chhattisgarh as
Congress Minister Dr Shiv
Dahria questioned petition
filed by BJP MLA
Dharamlal Koushik seek-
ing stay the probe. Talking
to reporters at PCC head-
quarters here today Dr
Dahria asked as to whom
do the former Chief
Minister Dr Raman Singh
and opposition leader

Dharamlal Koushik want
to protect through this pe-
tition. According to Dr
Dahria this is not happen-
ing for the first time, when
the BJP tried to create hur-
dles in the investigation of
Jhiram Ghati incident. As
soon as it comes to investi-
gate the Jhiram Valley in-
cident, the top leaders of
BJP start creating hurdles,
he said. Sometimes they
make rhetoric, sometimes
they agitate and some-

times they go to the court,
he added.

Dr Dahria asked
whether leader of opposi-
tion Dharamlal Koushik is
afraid of investigation. He
also asked whether any
truth coming out of the in-
vestigation will thorough-
ly expose the then BJP gov-
ernment. ‘Is Koushik
afraid that the negligence
of the then Chief Minister
Dr Raman Singh will come
to the fore in the investiga-
tion?, Is Koushik afraid
that if the big conspiracy
behind the Naxalite inci-
dent is exposed, it may af-
fect his entire party?  Had
Koushik made similar at-
tempt to stop investigation
if same incident had hap-
pened with the convoy of
BJP leaders and if some
top BJP leaders had been
killed in it?’, Dr Dahria
asked.

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  3300::  Ridiculing statement
of Minister Dr Shiv Kumar Dahria
over petition filed in the court seek-
ing stay on probe into Jhiram inci-
dent, the leader of opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative Assembly
Dharamlal Koushik asked why
Congress became so afraid of BJP
going to court. 

The Justice Mishra Inquiry
Commission, formed by the previous
BJP government regarding this
investigation examined all the facts
and presented its report, Koushik
said, adding that after submission of
the report, it was to be examined
and its truth should come before the

public. Why does Congress govern-
ment in the state want to make a
new commission? he asked. He fur-
ther asked whether the state gov-
ernment has opened this report and
seen it. ‘Was this report tabled in the
Assembly and examined? After all,
on what basis it was said by the
Minister Dr Dahria that the investi-
gation report is incomplete and it
needs further investigation’, Koushik
asked.

Koushik said that two inquiry
commissions were constituted earli-
er to investigate the Jhiram incident
and investigation was done by NIA.
After that, Justice Mishra
Commission of Inquiry was formed
by the High Court Judge and the
inquiry proceedings were also con-
ducted. After the investigation, the
report was submitted. After this the
report had to be examined and the
facts had to be brought to the public.
‘Why is Congress scared of this com-
mission? Why doesn’t Congress
want to bring this to the public?’
Koushik asked. 

If Congress is forming new com-
mission it should specify what the
legal validity of the old commission
is and what will happen on its report,
Koushik said, adding that Minister
Dr Dahria should make statements
after study.

Why is Congress so scared? : Koushik
p Dahria should

have said only
after study

Singhdeo to start state-wide
visits from May 4

RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  3300::  In a significant
political-administrative sce-
nario, the senior Cabinet mem-
ber in Congress Government TS
Singhdeo would be on four-day
visit to different parts of
Chhattisgarh from May 4 during
which he would hold series of
review meeting and interact
with the people from various
sections of society.

According to the information
received, Minister for
Panchayat & Rural
Development and Health TS
Singhdeo would begin his state-
wide tour from Dantewada, the
tribal-dominated District of
Chhattisgarh on May 4. Apart
from holding review meeting of
various departments, he would
be interacting with the
Congress workers. After reach-
ing Dantewada, Singhdeo
would offer prayers at the
Danteshwari Mata Temple and
interact with Congress workers
before holding a meeting with

the officers at Dantewada
Collectorate. He would reach
Jagdalpur in the evening in his
official helicopter after com-
pleting review meeting at
Dantewada. Same sequence
would be followed at Bastar and
Kanker District apart from
inspecting the Dimrapal
Medical College at Jagdalpur.
Apart from three District of
Bastar Division, TS Singhdeo
would be holding review meet-
ing in Dhamtari District under
the Raipur Division in the first
phase of his state-wide tour.

It is notable that the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel would
also be starting his Legislative
Assembly segment-wise visits
from May 4. Baghel would be
starting his visit from
Balrampur and would continue
to remain in the Sarguja region
for a week. During his visit, CM
would collect feedback about
state government and adminis-
tration from people.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 30:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Saturday
claimed that the Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel keeps on creating
situation of Centre-State
conflict with his state-
ment instead of giving
answers to the questions
raised on fulfillment of
the election manifesto in
Chhattisgarh.

In a statement issued
here, the Chhattisgarh
BJP President Vishnu
Deo Sai alleged that the
Chief Minister Baghel
keeps on running away
from the questions of
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment which confirms
his inability to fulfill

the promises the
Congress had made to
the people of
Chhattisgarh before the
last Assembly polls. Sai
further sought reply
from him over the im-
plementation of prom-
ise it had made to slash
the property tax and
also on the complete
liquor prohibition in
Chhattisgarh.

Sai added that instead
of taking claims of the
central schemes, the
Chief Minister Baghel
should be prompt to
burning issues in
Chhattisgarh.

BJP demands fulfillment of election
manifesto from Congress

Instead of Centre-
State conflict CM
should answer to
promises of
Chhattisgarh public

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 30: People
occupying 770 habita-
tions of Abhanpur and
Mandir Hasaud tehsils
of Nava Raipur will
start getting Aadi Patta
from 20th of next
month. Site inspection
and verification of habi-
tation settlements are
underway in both these
tehsils included in Nava
Raipur. The survey of
settlements of total 12
villages of Nava Raipur
has been done by Nava
Raipur Atal Municipal
Development Authority
through Revenue
Department. As many
as 581 habitations in 10
villages of Mandir
Hasaud sub tehsil and
189 habitations in two
villages of Abhanpur
tehsil have been identi-
fied in this survey. After
the survey, the test of
the already issued pat-
tas of settlements and
abadi land has also been
done by the Tehsildars.

Publication has also
been done in the Gram
Panchayats after
preparing an action
plan to issue the lease of
the population of these
12 villages of Nava
Raipur area. Claim ob-
jections are being taken
from the villagers on
the details published
now. After resolving the
claims and objections
the final list will be ap-
proved by the Gram
Sabha before distribu-
tion of Abadi Patta.

Collector Sourabh
Kumar has fixed a com-

plete time bound pro-
gramme from disposal
of claim objections to
approval of Gram
Sabha and patta distri-
bution. The list has
been published on April
22 in the villages sur-
veyed by Nava Raipur
Development Authority
of Mandir Hasoud sub-
tehsil. Claim objections
have also been sought
on this. From 30 April
till 06 May, these claim
objections will be re-
solved and site inspec-
tion will be done.

After resolving the
claim objections, the
work of preparing the
list and approval from
the Gram Sabha will be
done from May 07 to
May 13. According to
the approved list from
the Gram Sabha, the
pattas will be prepared
from May 14 to May 20
and distribution will
also be done on May 20
itself. Abadi pattas
which were already is-
sued in Abhanpur tehsil
Uparwara and Tuta vil-
lages, have been tested.
The list has also been
published in the vil-
lages surveyed by the
Nava Raipur
Development Authority
and claim objections
will be taken on it till
May 04. From May 05 to
May 11, these claim ob-
jections will be resolved
and site inspection will
be done. After resolving
the claim objections, the
list will be prepared and
approved by the Gram
Sabha from May 11 to
May 12.

Abadi patta distribution
to begin in 12 villages of

Nava Raipur on 20th May
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Residents expressed gratitude to CM 
RRaaiippuurr,,  AApprr  3300::  A delegation of
residents from Belgahna and
Ratanpur in Bilaspur district
met Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at his residence office
here on Friday under the lead-
ership of Chhattisgarh
Tourism Board President, Atal
Shrivastava. He expressed his
gratitude to the Chief Minister
for giving Tehsil status to
Belgahna and Ratanpur.
Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister  Ravindra
Choubey was also present on
the occasion. Addressing the
delegation, Chief Minister
Baghel said that despite the
challenges of the Corona cri-
sis, the State Government is
fulfilling the promises made to
the public. It is the endeavor
of the State Government that
the general public should get
good opportunities for educa-
tion, health and employment.
The arrangements should be
tidy so that the work of the
general public can be done
easily without any problem.
He said that the State

Government has announced 6
new districts and 85 new
tehsils to bring the administra-
tion closer to the people. Out
of these, Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi district has been
constituted and the process of
formation of remaining dis-
tricts has been started. Out of
the declared tehsils, 52 tehsils
have started. Probably 85 new
tehsils have been announced
in one term of any govern-
ment. With the formation of
new tehsils, people will get
convenience in revenue relat-
ed works. Income, caste cer-
tificate making, land related

matters will be easily settled.
Referring to Haat Bazar Clinic
Scheme, Chief Minister
Suposhan Abhiyan, Shri
Dhanwantri Generic Medical
Store Scheme, Rajiv Gandhi
Kisan Nyay Yojana, Godhan
Nyay Yojana and Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana and
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School Scheme, the
Chief Minister mentioned
about these schemes. Gave
information about the benefits
being made to the public
through the medium, he said
that schemes are being run for

every category. Chhattisgarh
Tourism Board President, Atal
Shrivastava thanked the Chief
Minister on behalf of the peo-
ple of the area. He said that in
the coming time, efforts are
being made to include
Ratanpur, the famous pilgrim-
age center of Chhattisgarh, in
the prasad scheme. Through
this scheme development
work, public facilities will be
developed in Ratanpur.  On the
initiative of the Chief Minister,
the Water Resources
Department has made avail-
able one hectare of land to
build a restaurant and cottage
in the island of Khuntaghat.
This will boost tourism in
Khuntaghat.

Residents including
Sandeep Shukla, Anand
Jaiswal, Subhash Agrawal,
Kulwant Singh, Damodar
Kshattri, Madan Kahra, Ram
Gopal Kahra, Mahavir Sahu,
Smt. Purnima Vaishnav, Smt.
Kumari Bai, from Ratanpur
and Belgahna, were present
on this occasion.

CM appeals Chhattisgarhi residents around the
world to celebrate National Labour Day 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 30: In a bid to
pay tribute to
Chhattisgarh’s unique
culinary tradition of
Borey Baasi ,Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has appealed all the
Chhattisgarhi residents to

consume this staple meal
on the occasion of Labor
day. Borey Baasi is a sta-
ple breakfast consumed by
labors, farmers and the
general populace, because
of its high nutritional con-
tent and pro health proper-
ties. Borey Basi is made
by soaking leftover rice in
water and keeping it
overnight. In the morning,
it is eaten with tomato
chutney or pickle and raw
onion after adding a little
salt. People of

Chhattisgarh usually con-
sume this breakfast in the
morning. Eating baasi
does not only provides re-
lief from heat but also
keeps BP under control
and also prevents de hy-
dration in summers.

On the appeal of the
Chief Minister,
Chhattisgarh’s MPs,
MLAs, public representa-
tives and young genera-
tion will also express their
love and pride towards
their food and culture in

the country by eating
baasi and will post pic-
tures-videos on social
media, along with the
hashtag #LabourDay2022
#BoreyBaasi and #cgmod-
el. Along with this,
Chhattisgarh Hotel and
Restaurant Association
has written a letter to the
Chief Minister, congratu-
lating him on this endeav-
or. They have also pledged
that on the coming May 01,
on the occasion of Labor
Day, for the respect of the

employees whose hard
work and devotion to duty
strengthens their busi-
ness. They will arrange
Borey Baasi dishes for
their relatives and com-
panions. The association
further expressed grati-
tude towards Chief
Minister by saying,” You
have done a wonderful job
of nurturing our culture,
heritage and tradition by
associating local food with
C h h a t t i s g a r h i y a
Samman”.

BIS to implement second
phase of Mandatory

Hallmarking from Jun 01
Raipur, Apr 30: After suc-
cessful implementation of
Mandatory Hallmarking
by Bureau of Indian
Standards(BIS) in 256 dis-
tricts of the country with
effect from 23 June 2021,
wherein more than 3 lakh
gold articles are being
hallmarked with HUID
every day, it has been noti-
fied by the government to
implement the second
phase of mandatory hall-
marking from 01 June 2022
vide Hallmarking of Gold
Jewellery and Gold
Artefacts (Amendment)
Order, 2022, dated 04 April
2022. The second phase of
the mandatory hallmark-
ing will cover additional
three caratages of gold
j e w e l l e r y / a r t e f a c t s
viz.20,23 and 24 carats as
mentioned in the Indian
Standard IS 1417 and 32
new districts under the
mandatory hallmarking
regime wherein an AHC
has been setup post imple-
mentation of the first
phase of the mandatory
hallmarking order. In
Chhattisgarh two new
Districts (Rajnandgaon &
Bilaspur) have been cov-
ered under the mandatory
hallmarking. The list of
districts is available on the
BIS website,
www.bis.gov.in.

BIS has made a provi-

sion to allow a common
consumer to get the purity
of their unhallmarked
gold jewellery tested at
any of the BIS recognized
Assaying and
Hallmarking Centres
(AHC). The AHC shall un-
dertake the testing of gold
jewellery from common
consumers on priority and
provide a test report to the
consumer.

The test report issued to
the consumer will assure
the consumer about the
purity of their jewellery
and will also be useful if
the consumer wishes to
sell the jewellery lying
with him. The charges for
testing of gold jewellery
up to 4 articles is Rs 200.
For 5 or more articles, the
charges are Rs 45 per arti-
cle. The detailed guide-
lines on testing of gold
jewellery of consumer and
the list of recognized
Assaying and
Hallmarking centres can
be accessed through the
home page of BIS website,
www.bis.gov.in. The au-
thenticity and purity of
the hallmarked gold jew-
ellery items with HUID
number, purchased by con-
sumer, can also be verified
by using ‘verify HUID’ in
BIS CARE app which can
be downloaded from play
store.

FPCSA express gratitude towards CM 

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apr 30: Forest
Produce Cooperative
Societies Association
(FPCSA) paid a courtesy
call on Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel at his offi-
cial residence here on
Friday. They expressed
gratitude towards the CM
Baghel for increasing the
monthly remuneration of
the managers of the
Primary Minor Forest
Produce Cooperative
Society from Rs. 12500 to
Rs. 20000. Agriculture
Minister avindra Choubey,
Chhattisgarh Tourism
Board President Atal
Shrivastava were also
present on the occasion.

Primary Minor Forest
Produce Co-operative
Society Managers
Association’s Provincial
President Vinod Sinha,
General Secretary
Santosh Tiwari and many
officers and members of
the association were pres-
ent on the occasion.
Provincial President of
Managers Association,
Vinod Sinha while ex-
pressing his gratitude to
CM Bhupesh Baghel said

that in the last 6-7 years
not even a rupee was in-
creased in their of remu-
neration, Chief Minister
Baghel understood our
concern and took a sensi-
tive decision considering
our demands. The month-
ly remuneration of the
managers has been in-
creased directly from Rs
12500 to Rs 20000 and for
this we will always be
grateful to the Chief
Minister.

‘Livestock Development plays a crucial role
in strengthening the Rural Economy’

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, Apor 30: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the World
Veterinary Day program
organized at Shri
Sathyasai Sanjeevani
Hospital Auditorium, in
Nava Raipur this evening.
This program was based
on the key role of veteri-
nary doctors in strength-
ening the rural economy
of Chhattisgarh through
state-run schemes like
Gauthan and Godhan
Nyay Yojana. This pro-
gram was organized
under the aegis of
Chhattisgarh Veterinary
Surgery Association. Mr.
Baghel also launched an
informational website re-
lated to veterinary medi-

cine on the on this occa-
sion . Parliamentary
Secretary Ms. Shakuntala
Sahu, State Cow Service
Commission President
Mahant Dr. Ramsunder
Das, Chairman-
Chhattisgarh State
Women’s Commission Dr.
Kiranmayi Nayak,
Advisor to Chief
Minister. Pradeep
Sharma and officers of
the department were
present in the program.

Addressing the gather-
ing present on this occa-
sion , Chief Minister
Baghel said that along
with being a vital aspect
of our society, livestock
plays a crucial role in
strengthening our econ-
omy as well. They have
been important in our so-
ciety since time immemo-
rial. Keeping this in
mind, Suraji Gaon Yojana
and Godhan Nyay Yojana
have been implemented

by our government for
the development and
proper care of livestock
in the state. Under the
scheme, arrangements
are being made for the
construction of cowsheds
in villages, fodder, water
and treatment facilities
for animals. So far, ap-
proval has been given for
the construction of more
than 10 thousand 500
Gauthans in the state, out
of which the construction
of 8 thousand 500
Gauthans has been com-
pleted. Along with all
this, the veterinary infra-
structure in the state is
also being improved con-
tinuously.

While congratulating
the gathering on the occa-
sion of the World
Veterinary Day , Chief
Minister Baghel appreci-
ated the contribution of
veterinary doctors in the
efficient implementation

of livestock welfare
schemes. In the program,
he urged all the veteri-
nary doctors to play an
important role in making
Chhattisgarh a leading
identity in the field of
dairy production. He fur-
ther said that with their
contribution in the state,
livestock protection and
development of improved
breed of livestock has
been encouraged greatly.
Baghel informed that pro-
grams are being run on a
large scale for the devel-
opment, conservation and
promotion of livestock in
the state. The day is not
far when Chhattisgarh
will be a leading state in
the field of dairy produc-
tion as well. This will
bring prosperity to the
villages as well as the live-
stock farmers and our en-
tire rural economy will
flourish.

The program was also

addressed by Mahant Dr.
Ramsunder Das,
Chairman of State Cow
Service Commission, Dr.
Umesh Chandra Sharma
from Indian Council of
Veterinary Research and
Pradeep Sharma, Advisor
to the Chief Minister. The
panel also described the
State-run Godhan Nyay
Yojana as an important
and remarkable step for
livestock development.
Veterinarians were also
honored on this occasion
for their remarkable work
in the field of veterinary
service.

On behalf of the
Veterinary Services
Association, Dr. Sanjeev
Sirmour, Dr. Ashok
Kumar Patel, Dr. S.K.
Khare, Dr. Krishna
Kumar Verma, Dr. K.L.
Ram, Dr. M. Mehra along
with Veterinary surgeons
were present in large
numbers.

Examination for admission to pre-examination
training center Raipur today
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Raipur, Apr 30: Under the
Rajiv Yuva Utthan Yojana,
examination will be held
on May 01 for admission to
100 seats at the pre-exami-
nation training center lo-
cated in Raipur district.
Coaching facility will be
provided to the eligible
students of Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes
and Other Backward
Classes of the state for ex-
aminations to be taken
through Banking

Recruitment Board,
Railway Recruitment
Board, Staff Selection
C o m m i s s i o n ,
Chhattisgarh Vyapam etc.

The Assistant
Commissioner, Tribal
Development Department,
Raipur informed that two
training sessions of 6
months each will be organ-
ized in a year. The selec-
tion of the candidates for
this will be conducted
through pre-selection test.
In the first 6 months, train-
ing will be given to 100 can-
didates selected in the pre-
liminary examination and
in the second 6 months,
each 100 candidates will be
given training and schol-
arship of one thousand ru-
pees per month will also
be made available to the
students. Coaching facility
will be provided at free of
cost. Out of 100 seats sanc-

tioned for training, 30 have
been reserved for SC, 50
for ST and 20 for other
backward classes.
Category wise 33 percent
seats are reserved for
women.

Applications were invit-
ed from the eligible candi-
dates till April 25 with all
the prescribed documents.
The exam will be held on
May 1 from 12 noon to 2
pm at Government Prayas
Girls Residential School,
Gudhiyari Raipur.

The Assistant
Commissioner said that
100 questions will be asked
for 100 marks in subjects
like General Knowledge of
India, Chhattisgarh
General Knowledge,
Mathematics, Reasoning,
Hindi, English in the ex-
amination. There will be
no negative evaluation for
wrong answer.

GEMS offers touching 
farewell to outgoing batch
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Raipur, Apr 30: It was a
day of mixed feelings and
emotions when a farewell
party was organized by
the students of Class XII.
All the students of Class
XII for whom the farewell
was thrown reached the
venue ( Gyanoday
Bhavan) in their best out-
fits.

The function got off to a
start with the lighting of
ceremonial lamp and gar-
landing the photograph of
Goddess Saraswati. The
guests of programme
were Narayan Bhai Patel,
President of Shri Gujarati
Shikshan Sangh, Kirti
Bhai Vyas, Vice President
of Shri Gujarati Shikshan
Sangh, Tulsi Bhai Patel,
Secretary, Ashok Bhai

Patel, Secretary, Vithal
Das Patel Joint Secretary,
Jayesh Bhai Patel, Joint
Secretary, V K Mishra
Administrator and Ashok
Jachak Registrar of Shri
Gujarati Shikshan Sangh.
The others present on the
dais were S V
Chandrasekhar, Vice
Principal and Academic
Coordinator Bhaskar
Sharma along with senior
faculty members. All the
guests showered their
blessings to the outgoing
students of Class XII.
Head Girl of the Student
Council Siddhi Patidar
and Head Boy Jeet Suthar
shared their experiences
of schooling all these
years. Principal Dr
Shailesh Sharma in his
blessings urged the stu-
dents to set the goal and
work towards achieving
it. In the next phase of the
programme guests and

faculty members felicitat-
ed the students of Class
XII with interesting titles
while inviting them on
the stage. The function be-
came lively with the melo-
dious presentation of solo
and duet songs by the
members of school choir
group led by music
teacher Vijay Shankar
Jha. Scintillating dance
performance by the stu-
dents of Class XI added
colour to the programme.
For their gracious pres-
ence Shruti Jha and
Pratham Ghormore re-
ceived the title of Miss
and Mr Farewell. For
their all round perform-
ance Jeet Suthar and
Siddhi Patidar were be-
stowed with the title of
Mr GEMS and Miss
GEMS. Class XI student
Janvi Taunk proposed
vote of thanks at 
the end.

Arrangements
made for free train-
ing to eligible can-
didates of SC, ST
and OBC under
Rajiv Yuva Utthan
Yojana

p CM  attends World
Veterinary Day 
program

Raipur, Apr 30: Triennial
election of Shri Gujarati
Brahma Samaj Mahila
Mandal (SGBSMM) which
concluded on April 15,
unanimously elected
Praveena Ben Joshi as pres-
ident while election for
nine other working com-
mittee members were also
conducted on the same day.
It was followed by the nomi-
nation of office bearers for
the team. The patrons are
Mrs Sudha Ben Joshi and
Sankuntala Ben Joshi.
Praveena Ben Joshi has

been elected vice president,
Alka Ben Vyas and Jyoti
Ben Dave are secretaries,
Mrs Prerna Bhatt
Assistant Secretary,
Namrata Ben Joshi is
Treasurer. In this election
Kirti Vyas, Hitesh Vyas and
Ashok Joshi were present
as observers. In the end
newly elected president
Praveena Ben Joshi ex-
pressed her gratitude to all
the members and assured
that she would keep the
faith bestowed on her by
the members.

p For the increase in
remuneration
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Raipur, Apr 30: The del-
egation of Mitanin Sangh
and Chhattisgarh MNRE-
GA Employees
Federation met the Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
at his official residence
on Friday. The delegation
led by MLA Gulab Kamro
and MLA UD Minz sub-
mitted their demands to
the Chief Minister.

The Chief Minister in-
structed to constitute a
committee under the
chairmanship of the

Chief Secretary. This
committee will examine
the demands of these or-
ganizations and will sub-
mit the report.

The delegation ex-
pressed gratitude to the
Chief Minister and said
they will end their strike.
President of Mitanin
Sangh Saroh Sengar,
Working President Asha
Vaishnav, State President
of MNREGA Employees
F e d e r a t i o n
C h a n d r a s h e k h a r
Agnihotri were present at
the meeting.

By eating the 
traditional meal of
‘Borey Baasi’

Praveena Joshi elected SGBSMM president

CS headed committee to
oversee demands of Mitanin,
MGNREGA employees: CM
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Khairagarh, Apr 30: The
farmers of Gram Saloni
who have been deprived of
amount under PM Crop
Insurance, handed over a
memorandum to the
Collector here on Thursday.
Lodging complaint through
a camp, the farmers- Sanat
Kumar, Puranik Verma,
Chandrashekhar Singh,
Raju Lal Verma, Sugreev
Singh, Khemlal, Virsingh
Verma, Khemlal, Doman,
Pitamber Verma and
Chandra Mohan informed
that more than 200 farmers
have taken paddy crop this
season and with no rains in
the beginning of the sea-

son, it caused lot of damage
to the crop.

The farmers informed
that the farmers near
Saloni and nearby villages
got an insurance amount of
Rs 3500 to Rs 6000 per acre
from PM Crop Insurance
Scheme. But many other
farmers were deprived of
this amount. In the crop
survey also there was re-
port about damage to the
crop, but the insurance
company citing it as better
crop compared to that of
last year, did not pay any
amount to affected farmers.
The affected farmers in-
formed that they have even
submitted an application in
the Insurance Company's
office, but no action was
taken and due to which
around 200 farmers have
been deprived of the crop
insurance amount.

Central Chronicle News

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  AApprr  3300::  Despite re-
peated inspections by the top
officials of the district admin-
istration, the district hospital is
still wary off providing servic-
es to the people of the region.
Shortage and absence of spe-
cialist's doctors are worrying
the patients while patients
have to wait a long 15 days to
get sonography done. 

Apart from this, patients are
facing problems due to the va-
cancy of about 9 posts of spe-
cialist doctors here and in such
a situation, serious patients
are being referred.  It is note-
worthy that two decades have
passed since the formation of
Dhamtari district, but till now
the citizens are not getting
proper health facilities, but the
setup of doctors, nurses and
helpers has not been updated
here.  Even after this, a nation-

al program is being run here,
due to which the workload on
doctors is increasing continu-
ously.  In the hospital, due to
the huge crowd, many pa-
tients have to wait for hours,
similarly, outside the pediatri-
cian's room, newborns and in-
fants waited for their turn to
be treated.  According to pa-
tients ever since Pediatrician
Dr. BK Sahu has retired, they
are facing problems for the
treatment of the newborns. 

Farmers submit 
memo to Collector
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Konta, Apr 30: In the
weekly markets held in vil-
lages around Konta block
in Sukma district of
Chhattisgarh state, these
days retail traders arriving
from Telangana are being
cheated fiercely in the
name of purchase of forest
produce from local vil-
lagers. And heavy losses
are also being caused to the
villagers.

In fact, forest produce is
the only support for the res-
idents of interior areas of
Kistaram, Golapalli and
Sukma of Konta block.
from which the villagers
make their living. In view
of this, the Chhattisgarh
Government had decided to
purchase 52 minor forest

produce at support price.
Despite fixing the support
price by the government,
dozens of retail traders ar-
riving from Telangana in
all the weekly markets on
the Chhattisgarh border,
taking illegitimate advan-
tage of the helplessness
and weakness of the poor
villagers, are buying and
selling forest produce at
throwaway prices. Apart
from not making purchases
at the fixed price fixed by

the government, the vil-
lagers are being financially
harmed heavily by rigging
the parameters of digital
cut (scales). Dozens of re-
tail traders from Telangana
state come to Chhattisgarh
to buy and sell forest pro-
duce, they do not have any
license or document to pur-
chase, nor have the Mandi
and Forest Department is-
sued any letter to them re-
garding the purchase, so
they reach the weekly mar-

ket. The villagers buy
tamarind, mahua, tora and
other forest produce at
throwaway prices and sell
them at high prices in
Telangana. The retailer
himself has admitted that
30 to 40 retail traders from
Telangana state reach from
different villages of
Chhattisgarh and set up
their shops in weekly mar-
kets, in his statement also
the retailer himself was
seen admitting that in the
purchases he  Up and
down, and the villagers are
suffering huge losses from
above and below these
traders, the villagers also
say that in order to live
everyday life, they are
studying to sell the forest
produce under compulsion
even if they do not want to.

District level camp for surgery of
children with cleft lip and club foot 
Central Chronicle News

Baikunthpur, Apr 30:
For the first time in the
district, district level
health camp has been
started for the children
suffering from cleft lip,
palate and club foot prob-
lem and due to the sensi-
tive initiative of the dis-
trict administration, smile
is returning on the faces of
the children suffering
from these ailments.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary and
Baikunthpur MLA Smt.
Ambika Singhdeo inaugu-
rated the camp organized
at District Hospital of
Development Block
Baikunthpur.49 children
were treated on the first
day, out of which 27 chil-
dren were treated in the
district hospital of devel-
opment block
Baikunthpur and 22 in the
community health center
of development block
Manendragarh.

After screening the chil-

dren who came for treat-
ment in the camp, surgery
is being done by marking
them for operation as per
the need. In the medical
team in Baikunthpur, Dr.
Shashikant Sahu, cosmet-
ic, plastic and burn sur-
geon of Bilaspur, Dr.
Ayushi Gupta, Anesthesia
Specialist of Ambikapur
and Dr. Rajendra
Bansaria, Orthopedic
Surgeon of District
Hospital Baikunthpur and
plastic surgeon Dr. Vikas
Sharma, Dr. Gautam

Paikra, Anesthesiologist
Dr. Shailendra Singh and
Surgeon Dr. SK Tiwari are
giving their services.
District Collector Kuldeep
Sharma congratulated the
team of Health
Department for the suc-
cessful organization of the
camp organized at the dis-
trict level and took stock of
the arrangements of the
camp, and had a direct in-
teraction with the chil-
dren and parents and as-
sured them of successful
treatment.

Ustad’s Dhrupad, ‘Mohiniattam’
dance kept audience spellbound
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Khairagarh, Apr 30: On
the second day of
Khairagarh Mahotsav,
along with University stu-
dents, well-known artists
also gave wonderful pro-
grammes and kept the mu-
sical lovers spellbound.
First the students if IKSM
presented state song and
musical instruments.

It was with musical com-
pilation by Prof. (Dr.)
Himanshu Vishwaroop, the
students of musical faculty
preesnted their skills on
different tunes on violin. A
group of students from
Musical faculty viz.
Madhsinghe, Avi Jain,
Jinky Rai, Khushi,
Rajkumari, Panthoi,
Monalisa and others pre-
sented the state's song
'Aarpa Pairi' with combina-
tion of Violin and 'Sitar'

and made the programme
interesting. Here the stu-
dents Keshav Prajapati and
Dushyant Yadav accompa-
nied them on 'Tabla' and
Vivek Mishra on
Harmonium.

Ustad’s ‘Dhrupad’
singing mesmerized 

the audience:
Ustad F Vasifuddin

Dagar presented 'Dhrupad
Gayan' and enthralled the
audience with different
styles of 'Dhrupad' gayan.

He was accompanied with
musician Prithviraj Kumar
on 'Pukhraj' and in order to
hear Ustad's singing, the
University students were
present late at night.
Wonderful Mohiniattam

dance performance 
of Odisha:

The artists from Kala
Mandalam Soni and group
from Thrivanthapuram of
Kerala gave a wonderful
dance performance of
'Mohiniattam' of Kerala and

witness this special style of
world-famous Mohiniattam
dance not only students, but
even teachers and audi-
ences were present in large
number.

The presentation of
'Mohiniattam' dance with
special facial expressions
kept the audience spell-
bound for long. It is notable
that during presentation of
this dance style, the artists
presented 'Mohinivinyam',
'Mukacharan' and 'Shiva'

form and it was hailed by
one & all present.

Huge crowd to hear
‘Kshadangi’:

There was huge crowd
present in the Mahotsav to
hear the king of
Chhattisgarhi folk song Dr
Dilip Kshadangi and the ac-
commodation available
seemed to be less and peo-
ple were seen too excited to
hear the 'jas-geets' of
Kshadangi and it received
huge accolades.

Health facilities are continuously being expanded in Ch’garh: CM
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KKoorriiyyaa,,  AApprr  3300::  Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel virtually per-
formed 'Bhoomipujan' of new
district hospital and mother and
child hospital to be built at a
cost of Rs 44 crore at Korea dis-
trict headquarters, in a pro-
gramme organized at his resi-
dence office here today. 

The programme was
presided over by the Speaker of
the Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Dr. Charandas
Mahant. A 200-bed district hos-
pital and 50-bed mother and
child hospital will be construct-

ed at a cost of Rs 35.0 crore and
Rs 9 cr respectively. People of
Korea district and nearby areas
will get access to better health
facilities with the establishment
of these hospitals. 

Addressing the programme,
Chief Minister Baghel said that
continuous work has been done
in Chhattisgarh in the last three
years to make healthcare more
accessible and affordable for
all. In this line, the Korea district
has got two important gifts in
the field of healthcare today,
due to which people of remote
and far flung areas of the state
including residents of Korea will
get benefit of state-of-the-art
and well-equipped medical fa-
cilities. Home and Public Works
Minister and in-charge Minister
of Korea district Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Vice-Chairman of Surguja
Development Authority Gulab
Kamro, MLA UD Minj along with
senior departmental officers
were present on the occasion.

Chief Minister Baghel further
informed that implementation
of various public welfare pro-
grammes along with infrastruc-
tural development is being done
at a rapid pace for overall devel-
opment of Korea district. Today,

the gift received by Korea dis-
trict will play an important role
in the expansion of health facili-
ties. Modern ICU, Operation
Theatre, CT Scan, MIR, ECG,
Modern Lab, Burn Unit, Dialysis
Unit, Surgical Ward, Blood
Bank, Casualty and Trauma Unit
and other state-of-the-art
health facilities will be available
in this well-equipped new dis-
trict hospital. 

All the health facilities will be
available to more than 7 lakh 45
thousand people in the district
headquarters itself. The mother
and child hospital will give a
new direction to the health of
women and children. The new
mother and child hospital will

have ICU, NCR, SNCU, delivery
room and other state-of-the-art
medical facilities. Chief
Minister Baghel said that at
present 22 sub-health centers,
community health centers and
primary health centers have
been approved in Korea district.
Besides, 33 ventilator beds, 60
ICU beds and 539 oxygenated
beds have been made available
to the district for expansion of
health facilities. 

'Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan' has been started to
improve women and children
health and we are seeing excel-
lent results in a short span of
time. The level of malnutrition
in Korea district was 24.52 per

cent in the year 2019 which has
dropped down to just 6.41 per
cent in April 2022 due to the ef-
forts made under this cam-
paign.  About 8948 children
have been freed from malnutri-
tion so far. Korea district has
bagged bronze medal at the na-
tional level for its excellent per-
formance in the National
Tuberculosis Control Program,
which is commendable.

Chief Minister Baghel said
that the overall development of
Korea district is being done at a
rapid pace. In the state budget
of 2022-23, a provision of Rs
47.60 crore has been made for
17 roads and culverts in Korea
district. This will expand the

roadways in the district; in-
crease the convenience of
transportation and pace up eco-
nomic activities. 

Kotadol of Bharatpur de-
velopment block will be up-
graded as Tehsil and new
sub-division offices are being
set up in Bharatpur and
Khadgwan-Chirmiri. The
process of creation of
Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur district is on-going
and the new district will
come into existence soon. An
OSD has been appointed for
the new district. Koriya dis-
trict is the starting point of
the state government's am-
bitious Ram Van Gaman
tourism circuit project. The
work of developing
Sitamarhi-Harchoka located
here as a tourist pilgrimage
will also be completed soon.

Speaker of Chhattisgarh
Legislative Assembly Dr.
Charandas Mahant, Home
and PWD Minister and in-
charge Minister of Korea dis-
trict Tamradhwaj Sahu,
Health Minister TS Singh
Deo, MP Mrs. Jyotsna
Mahant, Gulab Kamro, Dr.
Pritam Ram and

Parliamentary Secretary
Ambika Singhdeo also ad-
dressed the programme.
Commissioner (Health) Dr. CR

Prasanna, CGMSC Managing
Director Abhijit Singh along
with many public representa-
tives attended the programme.
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̈ CM lays stone of
new district hospital
and mother and
child hospital to be
built at a cost of Rs
44 cr in Korea dis-
trict hq’s̈ People of remote
areas will get
access to better
healthcare facilities

̈ Demand early
release of crop
insurance amount

On 2nd day of ‘Khairagarh Mahotsav’ at IKSM

Villagers cheated in the name 
of purchase of forest produce

Patients suffer as shortage of
specialist doctors reported

What officer says
"Health facilities are

being provided to the pa-
tients in the district hospital.
The Health department is
being informed for recruit-
ment to the vacant posts of
specialist doctors."

- DDrr  UULL  KKaauusshhiikk,,  CCiivviill
SSuurrggeeoonn

Central Chronicle News

Pandariya, Apr 30: A
herd of nine elephants has
once again arrived in
Pandariya-sub forest divi-
sion, after which the forest
department is on guard,
though no loss of public
money has been caused by
the herd.

According to informa-
tion, the elephants are
more likely to come to the
plains as the herd is
presently at the bottom of
the valley and from the val-
ley the settlements are
hardly within a radius of

two kilometers. The vil-
lages are populated vil-
lages and since there is no
crop in the fields for them
to eat, the herd is expected
to wander towards the set-

tlements. Here it needs to
be known that the influx of
elephant in Pandaria forest
area was informed for the
first time in November
2015, after which now the

elephant herds are contin-
uously reaching the re-
gion. In 2021, a group of 14
elephants had come to the
hills of Pandripani and
after a few months, on
Thursday, a group of 9 ele-
phants have reached the
hills again.

As sugarcane and
mahua are the favourite
foods of elephants, and
mahua is available in suffi-
cient quantity in the
forests of Pandaria forest
area, while sugarcane is
also harvested in the
plains, therefore elephants
are constantly reaching

this area. It is being told
that the groups of ele-
phants were seen last in
the Khudia range of
Mungeli district, and as
per information the herd is
accommodating a calf too.

What officer says:
Around 8 to 9 elephants

have been seen in
Teengadda of Ledra Bit.
Continuous monitoring is
being done by the staff
since morning. According
to the movement, the herds
are showing signs of re-
turning to Aurapani.
Poornima Rajput, Ranger
Pandaria East.

Herd of nine tuskers enter Forest region
PPaannddaarriiaa:: On Friday the herd of nine wild
tuskers is found camping in Gram Teliyapani
on MP's border and at the fag end of the
block. At around 5:30 in the morning, this herd
of tuskers caused damage to walls of two
dwelling units and their 'badis'. The main rea-
son behind it is that now these elephants are
not having any food left in the jungles and due
to which they are wandering to nearby areas
and villages. In the last 40 hrs this herd of 9
tuskers is staying here itself and below this
area is villages with good population and it may cause major damage if they come down from hilly vil-
lages 2-4 kms below. The forest department team is keeping close watch on their movement. SDO
Forest Pandaria Jashvir Singh informed the forest deptt employees are keeping constant watch on
their movement and to ensure that there is no group of people or crowd gathering at one place to
watch these tuskers and therefore people are being moved away.  Caused damage to two houses:
Herd of tuskers cause damage to DUs in Teliyapani at 5:30 am adn broke down the thatched roof of
Kunwar Singh and had eaten the forest produced kept inside. Similarly they broke down wall of DU of
Bhadul Baiga and had eaten 20 Kg 'Kodo-Kutki' from his house In the same way they had caused dam-
age to 'badi' of Havaldar Baiga. On Friday this herd of tuskers remained at Maradabra.

Herd of tuskers cause damage to two houses, one Badi

National Museum of Indian

Cinema to host film festival 
Kolkata, Apr 30 (PTI):

On the 101st birth an-
niversary of Satyajit Ray,
the National Museum of
Indian Cinema, Mumbai
under the Union
Information and
Broadcasting ministry
will host a three day film
festival at various venues
across India to screen
films made by the leg-
endary filmmaker.

It will also screen films
made on Satyajit Ray. An
NFDC statement on
Saturday said the screen-
ings will be held in New
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai,
Kolkata, Bengaluru and
Pune on May 2, 3 and 4 for
free. Ray was born on May
2, 1921.

National Museum of
Indian Cinema, Mumbai
in association with the

National Film
Development Corporation,
Films Division, National
Film Archives of India
and Doordarshan and sup-
ported by Government of
West Bengal and Aurora
Film Corporation and
Friends Communication
is organising the Film
Festival, the statement
said.

The opening film at the
festival will be Anik
Dutta’s Aparajito, which
will have its India
Premier’. The film is in-
spired by the making of
Satyajit Ray’s Pather
Panchali and is a tribute to
the Ray masterpiece of the
50s. A panel discussion
will be held on May 4 post
the screening of Pather
Panchali, the world ac-
claimed feature on human
documentation which first

introduced by Ray to the
world.

The panel discussion
will be streamed live on
NFDC’s official Facebook
page for all audiences es-
pecially the cinephiles and
aficionados of Ray’s work.

The panellists will be di-
rector Shyam Benegal,
Ray’s favourite actor
Barun Chanda and music
composer Shantanu
Moitra.

Siddaramaiah demands Araga’s resignation over tainted exam
Bengaluru, Apr 30 (PTI):

A day after the Karnataka
government announced its
decision to annul the alleged
scam-tainted examination
held to recruit 545 police sub-
inspectors in the state and
hold re-exams, Leader of
Opposition in the Assembly,
Siddaramaiah on Saturday
said the BJP-led dispensa-
tion has acknowledged the
scam and demanded the res-
ignation of Home Minister
Araga Jnanendra.

Seeking an impartial
probe, in a series of tweets,

he said the investigation
should be monitored by a sit-
ting High Court judge.

“Home Minister Araga
Jnanendra has acknowl-
edged the scam in the 545 PSI

recruitment exam and can-
celled the process. On what
moral grounds can he con-
tinue as Home Minister? He
should immediately resign
for an impartial investiga-
tion to continue,”
Siddaramaiah said.

Alleging that Jnanendra
thinks his main duty is to
protect corrupt, murderers
and rapists, he said, “Our
Police department cannot
run under this fake and inef-
ficient Chowkidar.”

If the PSI exam is re-con-
ducted under the inefficient
Home minister, it will not be

a surprise if the new incom-
ing PSIs are also inefficient
and corrupt, he added.

The state government de-
cided to annul the examina-
tion that was held in October
last year to recruit 545 police
sub-inspectors in the State,
and hold re-exams. The
Criminal Investigation
Department (CID) of the
Karnataka police, probing
into the case, arrested main
suspect Divya Hagaragi, who
was said to be associated
with the BJP, and her associ-
ates in Pune and brought
them to Kalaburagi.

Political parties play blame game over WB Maoist resurgence
Kolkata, Apr 30 (PTI):

Amid reports that
Maoists were trying to re-
group in Junglemahal
area of West Bengal, their
former stronghold, with
posters having resurfaced
in some pockets, political
parties in the state have
taken to blame game,
maintaining that fears
were being unnecessary
fuelled by rival camps for
individual gains.

The Centre had warned
of Maoist activities in
Bengal earlier in the week,
with the state police hav-

ing tightened its vigil in
Junglemahal comprising
parts of East and West
Midnapore, Jhargram,
Bankura and Purulia
districts.

“Security forces have
been put on high alert.
We are keeping a close
watch on the situation,”
a senior police officer
said. Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, how-
ever, alleged earlier in
the week that the posters
were put up by BJP
workers, and that a few
television channels were
creating “an atmosphere
of fear” by giving the
matter “unnecessary”
coverage.

In the same breath, she
also said that at least five
Maoists had entered the

state from neighbouring
Jharkhand in the recent
past. Echoing her, TMC
West Midnapore district
president and MLA Ajit
Maity said that it was a
ploy by opposition par-
ties to create a “fear psy-
chosis”.

“The situation in
Junglemahal is no longer
conducive for Maoists ac-
tivities as underdevelop-
ment, which was the real
issue of concern, has
been resolved,” he told
PTI. Maoist activities
ebbed in the state after
‘Operation Green Hunt’

was launched in 2009
with central and state
forces jointly mounting
attacks on the Left-wing
rebels. Kishenji, a CPI
(Maoist) politburo mem-
ber leading the rebel ac-
tivities, was killed dur-
ing a gun fire exchange
with security personnel
on November 24, 2011.
Rebuffing his allegation,
BJP’s West Midnapore
district president Tapas
Mishra said it was a
hoax generated on pur-
pose to stop the opposi-
tion from carrying out
work there.
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Injured
i Goalpara: A police

officer was injured in
a gunfight with al-
leged drug traffick-
ers in Assam’s
Goalpara district, po-
lice said. A drug traf-
ficker was arrested,
they said. Deputy
Superintendent of
Police (DSP) Anurag
Sharma led an opera-
tion in Makori area
to nab two more traf-
fickers, they said.
The duo, who were
on a motorcycle, re-
fused to stop on being
intercepted by the po-
lice. A gunfight fol-
lowed in which the
DSP received bullet
wounds on his left
leg.

Nabbed
i New Delhi: A 32-

year-old burglar was
arrested following an
encounter with the
Delhi Police here, of-
ficials said. The ac-
cused has been iden-
tified as Sangram
Singh, a resident of
Farukhabaad district
in UP, they said,
adding house break-
ing tools, one coun-
try-made pistol with
two live cartridges,
two knives etc., were
recovered from his
possession. A police
team laid a trap to
nab the accused who
had reportedly com-
mitted crimes in the
CR Park area in the
last few weeks.

Peddlers
i Jammu: Six suspect-

ed drug peddlers
were arrested in
Jammu city and 30
kg ganja was seized
from them, police
said. The seizure and
the arrests were
made at checkpoints
set up at the Bahu
Fort and the Satwari
areas of the city. Two
separate cases were
registered at the
Satwari police sta-
tion and the suspects
placed under arrest,
he added. They were
identified by the po-
lice as Ganga Ram
Basant, Rahim
Chand Sahu, Jai
Prakash Sahu,
Sunjay, Rajesh and
Jai Shankar.

Convicted
i Ahmedabad: A spe-

cial CBI court in
Ahmedabad in
Gujarat sentenced
three New India
Assurance
Company Ltd
(NIACL) officials to
five years in jail for
causing a loss of Rs
6.61 lakh to the state-
run entity by clear-
ing insurance poli-
cies in 2003 for a du-
bious Vadodara
based firm. Apart
from these three of-
ficials, the court
handed down seven-
year jail sentences
to surveyor Ketan
Thakkar and Lala
Fida Hussain,
owner of Vadodara
based firm
Opthilens Exports.

Bribery
i Indore: An in-charge

executive engineer of
the Burhanpur
Municipal
Corporation in
Madhya Pradesh was
nabbed by the
Lokayukta police for
allegedly demanding
and accepting a bribe
from a contractor in
order to clear the lat-
ter’s bills, an official
said. Executive engi-
neer Sageer Ahmed
Khan was caught red-
handed from his office
while taking a bribe of
Rs 50,000 from com-
plainant Sarthak
Somnai, who was
given two contracts
for wall paintings and
slogans.

For Govt it is ‘draft of
inclusive development’
New Delhi, Apr 30 (6PTI):

Secularism for some
people is a “political de-
vice” of deceit to grab
votes, but for the BJP it is
a draft of “inclusive devel-
opment”, Union Minister
Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi
said on Saturday.

Addressing a ‘Jan
Chaupal’ and other pro-
grammes under the
‘Samajik Nyay Pakhwada’
in the aspirational district
of Nuh in Haryana, the
minority affairs minister
said some “fringe ele-
ments” are conspiring to
disturb the fabric of com-
munal harmony in society
by spreading “fear” as
they are frustrated due to
the positive atmosphere of
peace and prosperity
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leader-
ship.

The Modi government
of “iqbal (authority), in-
saaf (justice) and imaan
(integrity)” has replaced
the politics of the privi-
leged with “prominence of
people”, the senior BJP
leader said.

Social harmony is the
door to the successful jour-
ney of “inclusive empow-
erment”, he was quoted as
saying in a statement from
his office. For some people
secularism is a “political
device” of deceit to grab
votes, but for the BJP it is
a draft of “inclusive devel-
opment”, Naqvi said.

Secularism is a “com-
mitment to harmony and
co-existence” and not a

“path of political pur-
pose”, he asserted.

Some people want to
weaken the strength of
India’s unity in diversity
and strength of ‘Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’
through their “conspira-
cy”, the minister said,
adding that “we should not
allow such elements to
succeed under any cir-
cumstances”. Some
“fringe elements are fidg-

ety and frustrated” due to
the positive atmosphere of
peace and prosperity
under the leadership of
Prime Minister Modi,
Naqvi said. Such people
are conspiring to disturb
the fabric of social and
communal harmony in
the society by spreading
fear and falsehoods, he
said. “We have to work
unitedly to defeat these el-
ements who want to create

confusion and confronta-
tion in the society,” he
said.

Modi has made common
people a “precious partner
in progress and prosperi-
ty” by removing “preju-
diced politics of caste and
community”, Naqvi said.

Prime Minister Modi
has worked with a com-
mitment to “decision with
delivery” to ensure socio-
economic-educational em-
powerment of all sections
of society during the last
eight years, he said.

Naqvi said that the
Indian economy has
achieved several mile-
stones under the effective
and dynamic leadership of
Modi. Despite the global
economic crisis, India
achieved the historic
goods export target of
USD 400 billion in March
2022, he noted.

During his Nuh visit,
Naqvi also interacted with
BJP workers and reviewed
progress of various on-
going development pro-
grammes of the Centre
and the state government
in a meeting with senior
administrative officials,
the statement said.

Secularism for some is ‘political device’: Naqvi

Kolkata, Apr 30: The
Institute of Cost
Accountants of India, a
premier professional ac-
counting body, organised
National Students’
Convocation –2022, a
solemn occasion that con-
fers recognition to the
Final qualified and
Intermediate qualified
CMAs of the last 5 terms,
at Science City
Auditorium, Kolkata on
April 29th, 2022 at 10.00
am.

The Institute of Cost
Accountants of India is
one of the leading premier
professional accounting
bodies established for the
regulation of the profes-
sion of Cost and
M a n a g e m e n t
Accountancy in India. For
more than 78 years, it has
been relentlessly con-
tributing to the growth of
the industrial and eco-
nomic eco-system of the
country.

Jagdeep Dhankhar,
Governor of West Bengal
has graced the convoca-
tion as the Chief Guest,
Dr. Subhas Sarkar, Union
Minister f State , Ministry
of Education, GoI as
Special Guest of Honour

and  Harshvardhan
Neotia, Chairman of
Ambuja Neotia Group as
Guest of Honour.

Among other digni-
taries who have graced
the occasion are: CMA P.
Raju Iyer, President of the
Institute; CMA Vijender
Sharma, Vice President;
CMA Dr) Balwinder
Singh, Chairman -
National Students’
Convocation – 2022, CMA
Biswarup Basu,
Immediate Past President,
other Council Members;
Vice Chancellors from
various Universities, emi-
nent Economists, CMDs
from PSUs besides other
eminent personalities
from academia, corporate
and profession and ap-
proximately 1500 students
and their parents cutting
across the length and
breadth of the country
and Institute officials have
joined this event.

The Institute has re-
cently organised its first
phase of campus place-
ment drive in four regions
for the Qualified CMAs of
December 2021 batch in
April 2021, simultaneous-
ly at Mumbai, Delhi,
Kolkata and Chennai.

CMA National Students’
Convocation-2022 concludes

Union Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi at ‘Samajik Nyay Pakhwada’ in Nuh, Haryana on Saturday.

Alleged Maoist poster seen
in Jhargram district of West
Bengal.

Siddaramaiah

Parents of brain-dead girl at
AIIMS donate her vital organs

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI):

The parents of a girl
who was declared brain
dead at AIIMS Trauma
Centre after receiving
gunshot injury just two
months shy of her sixth
birthday have donated
her heart, liver, kidneys
and corneas.

After doctors con-
firmed that she was
brain-dead, the details
were shared by Organ
Retrieval and Banking
Organization (ORBO-
AIIMS) with NOTTO
which subsequently allot-
ted the organs to the re-
cipients going by a wait-
ing list.

The liver will be trans-
planted in a seven-year-
old from Lucknow who is
admitted to another hos-
pital in Delhi, Dr Deepak
Gupta, a professor in the
N e u r o s u r g e r y
Department, told PTI.

Dr Gupta is also look-
ing after organ donation
activities at the JPNATC

Trauma Centre.
No age-matched recipi-

ent for the heart has been
found as of now. The
heart valves were re-
trieved for later use. Both
the kidneys are likely to
be transplanted into an-
other child. Both the
corneas will also be used
in two other children.

“The girl, Rolly, had suf-
fered a head injury by a
gunshot. The gun was
probably aimed at her fa-
ther by an unknown per-
son. A police investiga-
tion into the matter is un-
derway,” Dr Gupta said.

She was admitted to the
N e u r o s u r g e r y
Department at the
Trauma Centre on April
28 morning.

“Her condition was
critical and a CT scan
showed there was a bullet
in her head. It also
showed extensive damage
to the brain. Neurological
examination showed clin-
ical evidence of brain
death,” Dr Gupta said.

‘BJP conspiring to divide Hindus in Maharashtra’

Mumbai, Apr 30 (PTI): Maharashtra Chief Minister
and Shiv Sena president Uddhav Thackeray on Saturday
accused the BJP of conspiring to divide Hindus in the
state.
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PROTEST AT BORDER

Migrants advocate groups hit a ‘pinata’ with image of former US President Donald
Trump next to the border wall between Mexico and the US in Playas de Tijuana,
Mexico.

BRIEF

Case
The Hague:
Germany has filed a
case against Italy at
the United Nations’
top court in a long
running dispute over
World War II repara-
tions. The
International Court
of Justice an-
nounced the filing.
The German case
refers back to a pre-
vious ruling made by
the UN court in 2012
in which it con-
firmed that
Germany has legal
immunity from
being sued in foreign
courts by victims of
Nazi atrocities. That
ruling said that
Italy’s supreme court
violated Germany’s
sovereignty in 2008.

Apologizes
Eloy: The pilot in
charge during a for-
bidden Red Bull
plane-swapping
stunt in US said he
takes full responsi-
bility for the ensuing
crash over the
Arizona desert. Luke
Aikins, the lead pilot,
admitted in a post on
his Instagram that
he disregarded de-
nial from Federal
Aviation
Administration two
days before mid-air
crash. I made the
personal decision to
move forward with
plane swap. I regret
not sharing this in-
formation with my
team and those who
supported me,
Aikins wrote.

Send
Dubai: The United
Arab Emirates has
purchased a seat on a
SpaceX rocket for an
Emirati astronaut to
journey to the
International Space
Station for a six-
month stay, officials
said, the oil-rich fed-
eration’s first long-
term mission as it
advances its ambi-
tions in space. The
UAE purchased the
seat on the SpaceX
Falcon 9 rocket
through a private
Houston-based com-
pany, Axiom Space, a
space tour operator
that has been leading
efforts to commer-
cialize the industry.

Withdrawal
Bangkok: Petronas,
Malaysia’s state-
owned oil and gas
company, announced
that it is withdrawing
from its participation
in Myanmar’s off-
shore Yetagun natu-
ral gas project. The
company, through
two subsidiaries, has
held a 40.9 per cent
participating interest
in the project,
Petronas said in an
announcement re-
leased by its head-
quarters in Kuala
Lumpur. Petronas is
the latest in a series of
oil companies to with-
draw from operations
in Myanmar this
year.

Search
Berlin: German police
have searched offices of
Deutsche Bank in con-
nection with a money
laundering investiga-
tion. The bank con-
firmed that its offices
had been raided. This
is an investigative
measure by the
Frankfurt public prose-
cutor’s office in connec-
tion with suspicious ac-
tivity reports filed by
the bank, it said in a
statement. Deutsche
Bank is fully cooperat-
ing with the authori-
ties. Prosecutors are in-
vestigating whether
the country’s biggest
bank failed to alert au-
thorities.

Taipei, Apr 30 (AP):

Several districts in
Shanghai put up metal
barriers last weekend as
part of the city’s battle
against a COVID-19 out-
break, in a move that drew
protests and anger from
some residents.

Workers in white head-
to-toe protective gear
erected mesh wire fences
and metal sheets to block
off roads, residential com-
munities and even the en-
trances of some apart-
ment buildings. A majori-
ty of the city’s 25 million
residents had already been
prevented from leaving
their homes during a
month-long lockdown,
though some neighbour-

hoods have since opened
up.

The barriers are de-
ployed to ensure control
over movement and often
leave only a small en-
trance that can be easily
guarded. The barriers are
new to Shanghai but have

been deployed throughout
the pandemic in other
cities across China. For ex-
ample, early in 2020, some
neighbourhood commit-
tees the lowest rung of
local government erected
metal sheets and fences in
parts of Beijing to control

access points to homes.
Wuhan, where the first

cases of COVID-19 were re-
ported in December 2019,
also erected metal barriers
across the city.

How they have been de-
ployed varies. Sometimes
the government sets up
fencing around entire
neighbourhood blocks,
leaving just one or two en-
trances. In other cases,
they build fences in front
of individual residential
complexes.

The fencing has been
widely deployed in border
regions as well, including
in Suifenhe, a city in the
northeast that borders
Russia. The metal barriers
there block off entire
streets.

China using metal barriers to fight COVID

Residents chat each others behind a barricaded fence of a
locked-down residential complex in Beijing.

United Nations, Apr 30 (AP):

The UN Security
Council has voted unani-
mously to extend the UN
political mission in Libya
for three months, with
the United States and
Britain accusing Russia
of blocking a longer and
more substantive man-
date that would include
promoting reconciliation
of the country’s rival
governments now claim-
ing power.

Russia’s UN
Ambassador Vassily
Nebenzia said Moscow
insisted on a three-month
extension to pressure UN

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l
Antonio Guterres to ur-
gently appoint a new spe-
cial representative to
head the mission, known
as UNSMIL.

The former UN special
envoy, Jan Kubis, re-
signed on November 23
after 10 months on the
job.

Nebenzia said in the
absence of a new envoy,
the UN mission has been
unable to provide sub-
stantial support for the
political process in Libya
for more than six
months.

He blamed some
unidentified members of

the Security Council who
he claimed are not ready
to accept a scenario
where UNSMIL is guided
by an African representa-
tive, saying their opposi-
tion is non-constructive
and a manifestation of
neo-colonialism.

Britain’s UN
Ambassador Barbara
Woodward, who oversaw
negotiations on the reso-
lution, said after the vote
that Russia has once
again isolated itself by
not joining consensus
with the 14 other mem-
bers of the council who
supported a one-year sub-
stantive mandate.

UN extends Libya mission
after US-Russia clash

United Nations, Apr 30 (PTI):

Over 1,100 Indian peace-
keepers serving with the
United Nations Mission in
South Sudan (UNMISS)
were awarded UN medals,
honouring them for their
exceptional service in the
strife-torn East African
country.

The UNMISS peacekeep-
ers don’t ‘just’ protect civil-
ians. Some 1,160 troops from
#India in #SouthSudan also
rehabilitate roads, build the
capacity of local communi-
ties and give medical treat-
ment to humans & animals.
For that they deserve @UN
medals, the UNMISS said in
a tweet.

The 1,160 Indian peace-
keepers currently serving

in Upper Nile State were ho-
noured with UN medals for
their outstanding and mul-
tifaceted work , including
protecting civilians, per-
forming engineering as-
signments and providing
health services to humans
and animals, a news report
posted on the UNMISS web-
site said.

The news report said that

Indian engineering troops
have rehabilitated key
roads in the state, including
the 75-kilometre long route
from Malakal to Abwong
via Baliet. It added that the
Indian contingent is also
“well known, and beloved
for its frequent mobile vet-
erinary clinics in different
parts of Upper Nile State
that provide veterinary

services, which are other-
wise rarely available to cat-
tle owners, for cows, goats,
donkeys, sheep and other
animals in the country.
Recently, the vets treated
about 1,749 animals in Renk
in just two days, it said.

We have a strong belief in
supporting income-generat-
ing activities, like vocation-
al trainings. With skills, one
can earn money and feed a
family,” Commander of the
contingent Colonel Vijay
Rawat was quoted as saying
in the UNMISS news report.

“In December last year,
we organised trainings in
carpentry, masonry and on
how to make use of rain and
water, and we hope that par-
ticipants will be able to
make a living.

Indian peacekeepers in South Sudan awarded for outstanding work

Tripoli, Apr 30 (AP):

A week ago, the boat car-
rying Bilal Dandashi, his
relatives and dozens of
others hoping to escape
Lebanon and reach
Europe sank in the
Mediterranean. Dandashi
still doesn’t know if his
wife and children are alive
or dead.

Their boat sank in the
darkness of night in a mat-
ter of seconds after a colli-
sion with a Lebanese Navy
ship trying to stop the mi-
grants. Of the around 60
men, women and children
on board, 47 were rescued,
seven bodies were found

and the rest remain miss-
ing.

The tragedy under-
scored the desperate
lengths to which some
Lebanese are going after
their country’s economy
collapsed, driving two-
thirds of the population
into poverty with no hope
on the horizon for any re-
covery.

Lebanon has now be-
come a source for mi-
grants making the danger-
ous boat crossing to reach
European shores. There
are no firm figures, but
hundreds of Lebanese in
recent months have at-
tempted the journey.

In Tripoli, Lebanon’s
poorest city, residents say
there is a constant stream
of migrant boats, taking
off from shores around
the city even from
Tripoli’s official port.

The port has become
like an airport. Young peo-
ple, women and children
are going to Europe. The
trips are daily, said Amid
Dandashi, Bilal’s brother,
who was also on the boat
with him and whose three
children were killed in the
capsizing.

Police said they arrested
three smugglers preparing
to set off with a boat carry-
ing 85 migrants from the

Migrant boat disaster wrecks
Lebanese family amid crisis

In Scandinavia, wooden buildings reach new heights
Skelleftea, Apr 30 (AFP):

A sandy-coloured tower
glints in the sunlight and
dominates the skyline of
the Swedish town of
Skelleftea as Scandinavia
harnesses its wood re-
sources to lead a global
trend towards erecting
eco-friendly high-rises.

The Sara Cultural
Centre is one of the
world’s tallest timber
buildings, made primarily
from spruce and towering
75 metres (246 feet) over
rows of snow-dusted hous-
es and surrounding forest.

The 20-storey timber
structure, which houses a
hotel, a library, an exhibi-
tion hall and theatre
stages, opened at the end
of 2021 in the northern
town of 35,000 people.
Forests cover much of
Sweden’s northern re-
gions, most of it spruce,
and building timber
homes is a longstanding
tradition.

Swedish architects now
want to spearhead a revo-
lution and steer the indus-
try towards more sustain-
able construction methods
as large wooden buildings
sprout up in Sweden and
neighbouring Nordic na-

tions thanks to advancing
industry techniques.

“The pillars together
with the beams, the inter-
action with the steel and
wood, that is what carries
the 20 storeys of the
hotel,” Therese Kreisel, a
Skelleftea urban planning
official, tells AFP during a
tour of the cultural centre.

Even the lift shafts are
made entirely of wood.
“There is no plaster, no
seal, no isolation on the
wood,” she says, adding

that this “is unique when
it comes to a 20-storey
building”. The main ad-
vantage of working with
wood is that it is more en-
vironmentally friendly,
proponents say.

Cement — used to make
concrete — and steel, two
of the most common con-
struction materials, are
among the most polluting
industries because they
emit huge amounts of car-
bon dioxide, a major
greenhouse gas.

But wood emits little
CO2 during its production
and retains the carbon ab-
sorbed by the tree even
when it is cut and used in
a building structure. It is
also lighter in weight, re-
quiring less of a founda-
tion.

According to the UN’s
IPCC climate panel, wood
as a construction material
can be up to 30 times less
carbon intensive than con-
crete, and hundreds or
even thousands times less

Pak detects second polio
case in one week 

Islamabad, Apr 30 (PTI):

A two-year-old girl in
Pakistan’s Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province has
been tested positive for polio,
the second such case in the
country in a week, triggering
panic among health officials
as the virus causing the crip-
pling disease can travel
along with people in the mas-
sive movement during Eid
holidays. Pakistan is one of
the two polio-endemic coun-
tries in the world along with
its neighbour Afghanistan.
Polio is a highly infectious
virus. Until this last remain-
ing epidemiological bloc
wipes out polio, children
across the globe remain at
risk of life-long paralysis
or fatality by the virus.

“The Pakistan National
Polio Laboratory at the
NIH, Islamabad, has con-
firmed the detection of
Type-1 Wild Poliovirus
from the stool specimen
from a 24-month-old girl
from district North
Waziristan, Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa. The girl had
an onset of paralysis on 14
April 2022,” an official
statement said.

Earlier on April 22, a 15-
month-old boy was con-
firmed to be a victim of po-
liovirus. Both children be-
long to Mir Ali area of
North Waziristan in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa
province.

The wild poliovirus
(WPV1) cases are geneti-
cally linked and belong to
the same virus cluster, fur-
ther validating the
Pakistan Polio
Programme’s concerns for
southern parts of Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa, where con-
tinuous virus circulation
has been detected, the
Dawn newspaper 
reported.

The Sara culture house, one of the world’s tallest wooden buildings with its 20 floors built

of wood in Skellefte.

Ukraine fights to hold off Russian
advances in south, east

Kharkiv, Apr 30 (AP):

Ukrainian forces fought
to hold off Russian at-
tempts to advance in the
south and east, where the
Kremlin is seeking to cap-
ture the country’s indus-
trial Donbas region, and a
senior US defense official
said Moscow’s offensive is
going much slower than
planned.

While artillery fire,
sirens and explosions
were heard in some cities,
the United Nations sought
to broker an evacuation of
civilians from the increas-
ingly hellish ruins of
Mariupol, where the
mayor said the situation
inside the steel plant that
has become the southern
port city’s last stronghold
is dire.

Citizens are begging to

get saved, Mayor Vadym
Boichenko said. There, it’s
not a matter of days. It’s a
matter of hours. In other
developments:

A former US Marine
was killed while fighting
alongside Ukrainian
forces, his family said in

what would be the war’s
first known death of an
American in combat. The
US has not confirmed the
report.

Ukrainian forces are
cracking down on people
accused of helping
Russian troops. In the

Kharkiv region alone,
nearly 400 have been de-
tained under anti-collabo-
ration laws enacted after
Moscow’s Feb. 24 invasion.

The international sanc-
tions imposed on the
Kremlin over the war are
squeezing the country. The
Russian Central Bank said
Russia’s economy is ex-
pected to contract by up to
10% this year, and the out-
look is extremely uncer-
tain. Getting a full picture
of the unfolding battle in
the east has been difficult
because airstrikes and ar-
tillery barrages have made
it extremely dangerous for
reporters to move around.
Both Ukraine and the
Moscow-backed rebels
fighting in the east also
have introduced tight re-
strictions on reporting
from the combat zone.

People fleeing the village of Ruska Lozova arrive at a
screening point in Kharkiv, Ukraine.

Indian peacekeepeers in South Sudan.
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Noise pollution
State of Uttar Pradesh gov-

ernment is being appreciated
by all for its bold, sincere and
accepted to all for implement-
ing the government order
relating to the noise pollution
and get remove the loudspeak-
ers from all the religious
places after taking into confi-
dence all the concerned digna-
tories and it is likely to be fol-
lowed by the other states also.
It is a well-known fact that for
any new step to be taken vari-
ous problems do arise whether
it is a individual case or of a
country case and I shall dis-
cuss the case our own country.
It was the first time when
India crossed the Line of
Control and conducted the
Surgical Strikes in Pakistan
and destroyed the extremists
camps and the Pak army suf-
fered a heavy loss. Again it
was also first time when
Indian airforce crossed the air-
space after the Pulwama
attack and destroyed the ter-
rorists camps in Pak and both
these happenings needed a
bold planning and strong
willpower and country showed
its worth. It was also a first
time in the last twenty five
years when Indian soldiers
entered in Chinese territory
and there were heavy casual-
ties on China's side and it also
needed a strong determina-
tion. Now we evaluate the suc-
cess story within the country.
To open forty five crores bank
accounts is not a easy and the
country had done it with full
dedication. Can anybody think
that country is now totally ODF
which seem to be impossible
task in the initial stage. What a
surprising factor that in eight-
een thousand villages there
was not electricity and at pres-
ent hundred percent villages
have electricity connections. It
is also uphill task that many lac
patients had got the benefits of
Ayushman Bharat scheme.
From the above it is very much
clear that to start any social
welfare schemes a lot of
efforts are required alongwith
full sincerity and dedication
and it is also expected that for-
mula of Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment will be adopted by others
to maintain the peace and har-
mony in the country. Caption
of subject matter is totally cor-
rect "Please do not speak loud-
ly a little child is sleeping."

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

Amend laws
The process adopted in

removing illegal structures
needs to be corrected.
Unfortunately, our system is
such that the authorities have
to take recourse to legal pro-
cedures even in cases where
everyone knows about the ille-
gality of the said structures.
This is where unscrupulous
elements take advantage. In a
majority of cases, the political
leadership is responsible for
encroachments. This means
that there is an urgent need to
amend our existing laws gov-
erning such illegal practices.
Otherwise, the hands of the
authorities would be tied 
for ever.

GGoovvaarrddhhaannaa,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

MMaannddiipp@@KKuuttcchh22KKiibbiitthhuu

Pensions of defence person-
nel have been hogging the
limelight, almost as if veteran
pensions are at the cost of
national security. But aren't
pensioners of other ministries
worrying the govt? Biggest
employer Railways for eg? Or
the Home Ministry which has
more men than the MOD? 

KKhhuusshhbboooo@@MMaattttLLaaeemmoonn

Bring back book shops and
libraries. Bring back focus and
calm. Bring back the smell of
books, the importance of know-
ing more and the advantages of
keeping mouths shut. Bring back
no need for an urgent opinion.
Bring back the 90s.

VVaannddaannaa@@JJaayyrraajjaann

Regardless of how well we've planned
for setbacks, trials come out of
nowhere and cause painful situations.
But no matter the struggle, you have
the power to overcome anything. It's
imp to remember nothing is forever. In
other words this too shall pass...

RRaannjjiitt@@hhoosskkoottee

'Veteran' -as applied to
artists, actors or filmmak-
ers of a certain age- has
got to be one of the most
awful adjectives in Indian
public discourse. I can't say
precisely what I find
depressing about it: a sug-
gestion of being battle-
scarred, over the hill, vin-
tage going on corked?

TTPPrraasshhaanntt@@pprraasshhaannttiiaass22000011

Heat wave !! No way !!! We are still enjoying cold weather in some parts of Arunachal!!

AAvviirraall@@aavviirraallbbhhaatt

No Indian unicorns in April with
a day to go. India averaged
almost 5 per month from March
21 to March 22 The last time we
didn't have a unicorn announced
was in August 2020, a full 20
months ago. Long bull run grind-
ing to a sudden halt.

C hief Justice of India NV Ramana said the
Constitution provides separation of power

among the three organs of the state, and one should
be mindful of the 'lakshman rekha' while discharging
their duty. He was speaking at the Joint Conference of
Chief Ministers and Chief Justices of High Courts,
which was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Ramana also voiced his concern over the mis-
use of Public Interest Litigations (PIL). 'PILs have
now turned into 'Personal Interest Litigation' and are
used to settle personal scores, he said. In a polarised
Indian society, every issue and major decision of gov-
ernment is being challenged in court cases. Sections
of society have less faith in elected representatives
than judiciary. Judiciary has regularly reminded the
nation about its 'lakshman rekha' in democracy. In
2018, Supreme Court had reminded the lawyers of its
'lakshman rekha' when they fervently pleaded it to in-
tervene to stop criminalisation of politics on the
ground that the legislature was not doing enough. A
five-judge Constitution bench headed by then Chief
Justice Dipak Misra, which had commenced its hear-
ing on PILs seeking barring of persons facing serious
criminal charges from electoral politics, referred to
the concept of separation of powers among the three
wings of the state -- executive, legislature and the ju-
diciary. The bench said that it can devise means to
fast track the judicial proceedings in criminal cases
involving lawmakers, but it would be difficult to di-
rect Parliament and the poll panel to certain things
which fell under the domain of the legislature. The
1960s and 70s saw a number of social reforms initiat-
ed by the government like nationalisation of banks,
abolition of privy purses and land acquisition meas-
ures, some of which were struck down by the courts
as being violative of the fundamental rights.

The government's reaction was to use the over-
whelming majority it enjoyed to amend the
Constitution to abrogate some of the fundamental
rights. The controversy reached a crescendo in
Kesavananda Bharati's case where the issue was
whether there was any limit on Parliament's powers
to amend the Constitution. However, since 1986, the
Supreme Court, for the first time, changed this.
Judges have, since then, crossed the 'lakshman rekha'
in matters relating to Part 4 of India's constitution
simply because the state has failed to implement the
directive principles of state policy. In so doing, the
Judges sitting in Supreme Court have converted the
primary human needs into human rights, making
them enforceable. This is a great innovation that
courts have done. As the Ramayana itself depicts, the
'lakshman rekha' can be crossed only when necessary
but when it is done, it is always and only for a good
cause. That is the answer for those who say that the
'lakshman rekha' cannot be crossed. Faced with a sit-
uation where the Parliament, on a textual reading of
the law, appeared to have uncontrolled power to alter
or even abolish any fundamental right, the Supreme
Court invented the basic structure doctrine and held
that Parliament could amend any part of the
Constitution so long as it did not alter its basic struc-
ture. What began as a measure to preserve democracy
developed into an era of activism. In Constitution
making, there are invisible forces that can never be
and the spirit of tolerance, which is at a very very low
ebb today. For the constitutionalists, the principles of
state policy which cannot be enforced in courts of law
is the 'lakshman rekha'.

Judicial ‘lakshman rekha’

A s the US and Europe boost military aid to
Ukraine, Russian authorities have escalated

warnings and criticism, arguing the aid is not only fu-
elling the conflict but also boosting the risk of direct
confrontation between Russia and NATO powers.
Meanwhile, the UK is shipping weapons to Ukraine
capable of striking Russian cities. Russian President
Vladimir Putin calls it a special military operation.
Reserves have not been called up, and a great deal of
care in the use of force is being taken. Unlike in Iraq,
Russia has not taken out power, sewage, water sys-
tems, most roads or rail. It has not unleashed level
bombers for massive bombing of Ukrainian cities.
Russia has also not called up its reserves. Russia has
millions of men in its reserves. It could call up two
million men and not exhaust them. They're not the
best troops, but they would swamp Ukraine. Further,
the idea that any Russian government would ever give
up Crimea is insanity. This idea that NATO has that it
can safely fight Russia to the last Ukrainian, without
any chance of spill over is insane. Likewise, China
cannot afford to let Russia be broken up. If it is, then
China can almost trivially be blockaded and forced
into subjugation. They need Russian oil, gas, coal,
minerals and food and without them they cannot sur-
vive a confrontation with the West. It is literally im-
possible.

What China sees is that America wants to fight wars
where they aren't a risk. If there's a war in Asia
against China, without using nukes, China has little
ability to hit the US mainland, while the US can hit
China. Yes, Taiwan and South Korea and Japan get
devastated, but the US laughs as the damage is done
overseas. The US has stated it wants to place hyper-
sonic missiles in the first island chain off China,
which includes Taiwan, the same sort of movement of
weapons which contributed to Russia's demands be-
fore the Ukraine war, and recently there has even been
talk of putting US troops in Taiwan as a trip wire sim-
ilar to the one in South Korea. This means China
needs a conventional deterrent. They need missiles
that can hit the continental USA, and they need to in-
crease their navy to the point where it can fight the US
navy in international waters and win. Remember that
China's ship-building capacity is vastly larger than
America's. The US and UK, both of whom think that
Russia and China can't hurt them, are escalating this
war with ramifications for all nations.

Escalation risk
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Cambodian farmers labour for harvesting water mimosa vegetables from a boat at a farm in Phnom Penh.

A s the global population has
expanded over time, agricul-

tural modernisation has been
humanity's prevailing approach to
staving off famine. A variety of
mechanical and chemical innova-
tions delivered during the 1950s
and 1960s represented the third
agricultural revolution. The adop-
tion of pesticides, fertilisers and
high-yield crop breeds, among
other measures, transformed agri-
culture and ensured a secure food
supply for many millions of people
over several decades.
Concurrently, modern agriculture
has emerged as a culprit of global
warming, responsible for one-third
of greenhouse gas emissions,
namely carbon dioxide and
methane. Meanwhile, inflation on
the price of food is reaching an all-
time high, while malnutrition is ris-
ing dramatically. Today, an estimat-
ed two billion people are afflicted
by food insecurity (where having
access to safe, sufficient and nutri-
ent-rich food isn't guaranteed).
Some 690 million people are under-
nourished. The third agricultural
revolution may have run its course.
And as we search for innovation to
usher in a fourth agricultural revo-
lution with urgency, all eyes are on
artificial intelligence (AI).

AI, which has advanced rapidly
over the past two decades, encom-
passes a broad range of technolo-
gies capable of performing human-
like cognitive processes, such as
reasoning. It's trained to make
these decisions based on informa-
tion from vast amounts of data. In
assisting humans in fields and fac-

tories, AI may process, synthesise
and analyse large amounts of data
steadily and ceaselessly. It can out-
perform humans in detecting and
diagnosing anomalies, such as
plant diseases, and making predic-
tions including about yield and
weather. Across several agricultur-
al tasks, AI may relieve growers
from labour entirely, automating
tilling (preparing the soil), plant-
ing, fertilising, monitoring and har-
vesting. Algorithms already regu-
late drip-irrigation grids, command
fleets of topsoil-monitoring robots,
and supervise weed-detecting
rovers, self-driving tractors and
combine harvesters. A fascination
with the prospects of AI creates
incentives to delegate it with fur-
ther agency and autonomy. This
technology is hailed as the way to
revolutionise agriculture. The
World Economic Forum, an interna-
tional non-profit promoting public-
private partnerships, has set AI and
AI-powered agricultural robots
(called 'agbots') at the forefront of
the fourth agricultural revolution.

But in deploying AI swiftly and
widely, we may increase agricul-
tural productivity at the expense of
safety. In our recent paper pub-
lished in Nature Machine
Intelligence, we have considered
the risks that could come with
rolling out these advanced and
autonomous technologies in agri-
culture. First, given these tech-
nologies are connected to the
internet, criminals may try to hack
them. Disrupting certain types of
agbots would cause hefty dam-
ages. In the US alone, soil erosion
costs USD 44 billion annually. This
has been a growing driver of the
demand for precision agriculture,
including swarm robotics, that can
help farms to manage and lessen
its effects. But these swarms of
topsoil-monitoring robots rely on
interconnected computer net-
works and hence are vulnerable to
cyber-sabotage and shutdown.
Similarly, tampering with weed-
detecting rovers would let weeds
loose at a considerable cost. We
might also see interference with

sprayers, autonomous drones or
robotic harvesters, any of which
could cripple cropping operations.
Beyond the farm gate, with
increasing digitisation and
automation, entire agrifood supply
chains are susceptible to malicious
cyber-attacks. At least 40 malware
and ransomware attacks targeting
food manufacturers, processors
and packagers were registered in
the US in 2021. The most notable
was the USD 11 million ran-
somware attack against the
world's largest meatpacker, JBS.

Then there are accidental risks.
Before a rover is sent into the field,
it's instructed by its human opera-
tor to sense certain parameters
and detect particular anomalies,
such as plant pests. It disregards,
whether by its own mechanical lim-
itations or by command, all other
factors. The same applies to wire-
less sensor networks deployed in
farms, designed to notice and act
on particular parameters, for
example, soil nitrogen content. By
imprudent design, these
autonomous systems might priori-
tise short-term crop productivity
over long-term ecological integrity.
To increase yields, they might
apply excessive herbicides, pesti-
cides and fertilisers to fields, which
could have harmful effects on soil
and waterways. Rovers and sensor
networks may also malfunction, as
machines occasionally do, sending
commands based on erroneous
data to sprayers and agrochemical
dispensers. And there's the possi-
bility we could see human error in
programming the machines.
Agriculture is too vital a domain for
us to allow hasty deployment of
potent but insufficiently supervised
and often experimental technolo-
gies. If we do, the result may be
that they intensify harvests but
undermine ecosystems. As we
emphasise in our paper, the most
effective method to treat risks is
prediction and prevention.

There are also potential power
inequalities in this new revolution.
Research found that some farmers
were optimistic about a high-tech

future. But others wondered
whether those with less capital,
poor broadband availability and IT
skills, and access to advice on how
to use the technology would be
able to benefit. History suggests
technology companies and larger
farm businesses are often the win-
ners of this kind of change, and
benefits don't always trickle down
to smaller family farms. In the
context of the fourth agricultural
revolution, this could mean farm-
ers not owning or being able to
fully access the data gathered on
their farms by new technologies.
Or reliance on companies to main-
tain increasingly important and
complex equipment. Instead of
blind optimism, we need to identi-
fy where benefits and disadvan-
tages of new agricultural technol-
ogy will occur and for whom. This
process must include a wide range
of people to help create society
wide responsible visions for the
future of farming. 

We should be careful in how we
design AI for agricultural use and
should involve experts from differ-
ent fields in the process. For exam-
ple, applied ecologists could advise
on possible unintended environ-
mental consequences of agricultur-
al AI, such as nutrient exhaustion
of topsoil, or excessive use of nitro-
gen and phosphorus fertilisers.
Also, hardware and software proto-
types should be carefully tested in
supervised environments (called
'digital sandboxes') before they are
deployed more widely. In these
spaces, ethical hackers, also known
as white hackers, could look for
vulnerabilities in safety and securi-
ty. This precautionary approach
may slightly slow down the diffu-
sion of AI. Yet it should ensure that
those machines that graduate the
sandbox are sufficiently sensitive,
safe and secure. Half a billion
farms, global food security and a
fourth agricultural revolution hang
in the balance.

((AAssaaff  TTzzaacchhoorr  iiss  RReesseeaarrcchh
AAffffiilliiaattee,,  CCeennttrree  ffoorr  tthhee  SSttuuddyy  ooff

EExxiisstteennttiiaall  RRiisskkss,,  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  ooff
CCaammbbrriiddggee  iinn  UUKK..))

AI in agriculture could boost food security but has risks

VViivvaa@@kkeerrmmaannii

Baoris scattered all across,specially
in drought-prone regions of India to
provide water all year round .Used
as a vital water storage and irriga-
tion systems,their value has gone
largely unnoticed by town planners
as modern running water systems
eclipsed their importance.

ASAF TZACHOR

LABOUR FOR HARVEST
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Turnover
New Delhi: The
Khadi and Village
Industries
Commission (KVIC)
achieved a whopping
Rs 1.15 lakh crore
turnover in 2021-22,
growing at a rate of
20.54 per cent from the
previous year, the gov-
ernment said on
Saturday. The MSME
ministry stated that
KVIC has achieved a
height which remains
a distant goal for all
FMCG companies in
India. Last fiscal year,
the overall turnover of
KVIC stood at Rs
1,15,415.22 crore as
compared to Rs
95,741.74 crore in 2020-
21. KVIC has thus reg-
istered a growth of
20.54 per cent from
2020-21. Compared to
the year 2014-15, the
overall production in
Khadi and Village
Industry sectors in
2021-22 has registered
a whopping growth of
172 per cent while the
gross sales during this
period increased by
over 248 per cent, the
ministry said.

Stake
New Delhi: PVC pipes
and plastic products
maker Astral said it
will acquire a majori-
ty 51 per cent stake in
Gem Paints for Rs 194
crore, a move which
will allow the
Ahmedabad-based
firm to expand its
product portfolio into
the paints segment.
Astral has entered
into a definitive agree-
ment with Gem Paints
and its shareholders
after the deal was ap-
proved by its board, it
said in a regulatory fil-
ing. The balance 49 per
cent equity stake will
be acquired by Astral
over a period of five
years in tranches, as
per the Share
Purchase Agreement,
it added. The operat-
ing paint business of
Gem Paints is pro-
posed to be demerged
to a wholly-owned sub-
sidiary -- Esha Paints.

Acquire
Mumbai: Shell
Overseas Investment
BV, a wholly owned
subsidiary of Shell plc
(Shell), has signed an
agreement with Actis
Solenergi Limited
(Actis) to acquire 100
per cent of Solenergi
Power Private
Limited for USD 1.55
billion and with it, the
Sprng Energy group
of companies.
Solenergi Power
Private Limited is in-
corporated in
Mauritius and is the
direct shareholder of
the Sprng Energy
group of companies
in India.

Invest
Bengaluru:
Semiconductor tools
and technology firm
Applied Materials
plans to invest
around Rs 1,500 crore
over the next five
years. Applied
Materials senior vice
president for semi-
conductor products
Prabu G Raja, at the
Semicon India-2022
conference here, an-
nounced the next
phase of expansion of
the company's facili-
ties in the country
with an investment of
Rs 340 crore. "We have
built an extensive set
of science and engi-
neering capabilities
for innovation and
product commerciali-
sation. We also have a
deep relationship
with premier univer-
sities for fundamen-
tal research. We are
excited to launch the
next phase of expan-
sion in India.

Mumbai, Apr 30 (PTI):

The Indian economy
may take more than a
decade to overcome the
losses emanating from the
COVID-19 pandemic, said a
report published by the
Reserve Bank of India.

In an analysis of the im-
pact of COVID-19 on the
economy, the report has es-
timated the output losses
during the pandemic peri-
od at around Rs 52 lakh
crore.

The perturbations from
repeated waves of COVID-
19 have come in the way of
sustained recovery and the
quarterly trends in GDP
essentially followed the
ebbs and flows of the pan-
demic, said the chapter
'Scars of the Pandemic' in
the Report on Currency
and Finance (RCF) for the
year 2021-22.

Following a sharp con-
traction in the first quarter
of 2020-21, the economic

momentum progressively
picked up till it was hit by
the second wave in April-
June period of 2021-22.

Similarly, the impact of
the third wave, concentrat-
ed in the month of
January 2022, partially
dented the recovery
process.

With the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine conflict,
the downward risks to
global and domestic
growth are getting accen-
tuated through surge in
commodity prices and
global supply chain disrup-
tions, it noted. "The pan-

demic is a watershed mo-
ment and the ongoing
structural changes catal-
ysed by the pandemic can
potentially alter the
growth trajectory in the
medium-term," the report
said.

The pre-COVID trend
growth rate works out to
6.6 per cent (CAGR for
2012-13 to 2019-20) and ex-
cluding the slowdown
years, it stands at 7.1 per
cent (CAGR for 2012-13 to
2016-17). "Taking the actual
growth rate of (-) 6.6 per
cent for 2020-21, 8.9 per cent
for 2021-22 and assuming
growth rate of 7.2 per cent
for 2022-23, and 7.5 per cent
beyond that, India is ex-
pected to overcome
COVID-19 losses in 2034-
35," the report said.

It pegged the output loss-
es for individual years at
Rs 19.1 lakh crore, Rs 17.1
lakh crore and Rs 16.4 lakh
crore for 2020-21, 2021-22
and 2022-23, respectively.

The report has been au-
thored by officials in the
RBI's Department of
Economic and Policy
Research (DEPR). The RBI,
however, said the findings
and conclusions expressed
in the report are entirely
those of the contributors
and do not represent the
views of the central bank.

The dividends of re-
forms initiated to counter
the pre-COVID slowdown
along with additional
measures and initiatives
during the pandemic will
help launch the economy
on a sustainable high
growth path, it said.

As per the report, the be-
havioural and technologi-
cal changes brought about
by the pandemic may
usher in a new normal
which would not necessar-
ily ape the pre-pandemic
trends but would be built
on a more efficient, equi-
table, clean and green
foundations.

Indian economy may take 12
yrs to recoup pandemic losses

ICICI Bank launches
digital ecosystem 

for MSMEs

Mumbai, Apr 30:  

ICICI Bank  announced
that it has launched India’s
first comprehensive digital
ecosystem for all Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs) in the
country, including cus-
tomers of other banks. The
ecosystem has three pillars:
i) enhanced banking servic-
es for existing customers, ii)
a bouquet of banking servic-
es to MSMEs, who are cus-
tomers of other banks, iii) a
whole range of value-added
services for all. The ecosys-
tem, which offers an array of
industry-first solutions,
brings forth a significant
shift from the existing indus-
try practice where banks
offer services only to their
customers. Anyone can avail
of the benefits of ICICI
Bank’s digital solutions by
simply downloading the new
version of the InstaBIZ app,
a super app for businesses,
from Google Play Store or
Apple App Store, or at the
Bank’s Corporate Internet
Banking (CIB) platform.

Ahmedabad, Apr 30 (PTI):

Evolving with changing
scenarios will be crucial
for Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) as
it could become the most
potent instrument in driv-
ing proactive responsible
behaviour among lenders
and prove to be a boon for
the economy, Minister of
State for Corporate Affairs
Rao Inderjit Singh said on
Saturday.

He was speaking at an
international research
conference on insolvency
and bankruptcy organised
by the Indian Institute of
Management Ahmedabad
(IIM-A) in collaboration
with Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of
India (IBBI).

"While the Code has had
a remarkable journey so
far, going forward, evolv-
ing with changing scenar-

ios will be crucial ... Like
everything else, this re-
form should keep evolv-
ing," the minister said.

"As IBC evolves further,
it could become the most
potent instrument in driv-
ing good credit behaviour
and ethical business prac-
tices amongst borders and
proactive responsible be-
haviour among lenders,

proving to be a boon for
the economy and to the na-
tion...We must learn from
the outcomes and
strengthen the Code so
that the law is robust over
time," Singh said.

The minister said
streamlining the CIRP
(Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process) and
liquidation process will

further help in consolidat-
ing the progress made to
secure gains to the econo-
my.

He said the proposed
cross-border insolvency
framework is a "landmark
step" in redefining India's
relations with the rest of
the world.

The minister said that

the use of the recently-in-
troduced pre-packaged in-
solvency resolution
process for corporates and
SMEs - "unique and tailor-
made as per the defining
needs of our country" -
will allow one to analyse
the process and address
emerging challenges in
this sphere.

Evolving with changing scenarios will be crucial for IBC

MoS for Corporate Affairs Rao Inderjit Singh at international
research conference on insolvency and bankruptcy in Ahmedabad
on Saturday.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Amid concerns in certain quarters that the insolven-
cy law has led to more liquidations than resolutions of stressed
assets, Corporate Affairs Secretary Rajesh Verma on Saturday
pitched for having a framework to study the impact of the leg-
islation.

MMuummbbaaii:: Seeking to address concerns over the deep haircuts
taken by banks in some of the insolvency resolutions, Reserve
Bank Deputy Governor M Rajeshwar Rao on Saturday said com-
paring the outstanding loan amounts with the value realised
may not be a 'reasonable indicator' to assess the bankruptcy
law's effectiveness.

Need framework to study impact

Comparison not reasonable to assess

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI):

Capital markets regula-
tor Sebi has tweaked the
operational guidelines for
depository participants
and foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) pertaining
to registration certifi-
cates of such foreign in-
vestors and change in
their name.

The new guidelines will
be applicable from May 9,
the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) said in a circular.

According to the regu-
lator, the framework has
been modified pertaining
to certificate of registra-
tion for FPIs and change
in their name.

With regard to registra-

tion certificate for FPIs,
the regulator said the des-
ignated depository partic-
ipant (DDP) will grant the
certificate of registra-
tion, bearing the registra-
tion number generated by
Sebi. In case an FPI has
undergone a change in
name, Sebi said the desig-
nated depository partici-
pant will effect the name
change in the certificate
after receiving such re-
quest.

Sebi tweaks operational
guidelines for FPIs,

depository participants

New York, Apr 30 (AFP):

Indonesia's decision to
suspend palm oil exports
in the face of domestic
shortages has pushed edi-
ble oil prices to new highs,
further tightening a mar-
ket already on edge due to
the war in Ukraine and
global warming.

The prices of palm, soy-
bean, European rapeseed
and even its Canadian
GMO counterpart, canola
oil, have reached historic
highs following
Indonesia's announce-
ment.

"We already had prob-
lems with soybeans in
South America, with
canola in Canada," said
Philippe Chalmin, an eco-
nomics professor at Paris-
Dauphine University in
France, stating that both
crops had been severely
affected by extended
droughts.

Then came devastation
for the "sunflowers in
Ukraine" due to Russia's
destructive invasion, he

added. Palm oil is the
most consumed edible oil
in the world, and
Indonesia accounts for 35
percent of global exports,
according to James Fry,
chairman of LMC con-
sulting firm.

Indonesia’s palm oil export ban
heats up edible oil market

MMuummbbaaii:: Edible oil prices
are likely to witness a dou-
ble-digit rise in India in the
next few months compared
to January this year, follow-
ing geopolitical tensions
and Indonesia's decision to
ban crude palm oil exports,
according to a report.

Edible oil prices likely
to rise in India

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI):

The telecom department
has exempted certain prod-
ucts including mobile user
equipment, mobile hand-
sets, and smart watches
from the ambit of its
mandatory testing 'MTCTE
regime', removing a regula-
tory overlap that existed, an
official release said on
Saturday.

The exemptions on these
widely-used products will
reduce the compliance bur-
den and will enable the in-
dustry to roll out their prod-
ucts faster, it said adding
that the move will also re-
duce import delays.

"DoT (Telecom
Department) in consulta-
tion with MEITY examined
the issue and has now decid-
ed to exempt following prod-
ucts from the ambit of

MTCTE regime: Mobile
User Equipment / Mobile
handset (Mobile phone),
server, smart watch, smart
camera, PoS Machine (Point
of Sale Devices)," the release
said. Ministry of
Electronics and Information
Technology (MEITY) car-
ries out Compulsory
Registration of specified
goods -- such as laptops,
wireless keyboards, PoS ma-
chines and other electronic

equipment -- under the
Electronics and Information
Technology (Requirement
for Compulsory
Registration) Order, 2012.

Department of Telecom
(DoT) has specified
'Mandatory Testing and
Certification of
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Equipment (MTCTE)' under
Indian Telegraph
(Amendment) Rules, 2017
for equipment capable of
being used for telecommuni-
cations.

Amid increasing conver-
gence of technology, regula-
tory overlap was noted re-
garding certain products
such as smart watch, smart
camera amongst others.

Representations were also
received from industries
and associations regarding
overlapping jurisdiction of
DoT and MEITY.

DoT exempts handsets, smart watches
from mandatory testing regime

New York, Apr 30 (PTI):

Civil Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia held
discussions with
American aerospace gi-
ants on further strength-
ening collaboration with
the industry in India.

Scindia arrived here for
the first leg of his visit to
North America and began
his engagements with dis-
cussions with New York-
based technology-pow-
ered, global air mobility
platform Blade.

He also interacted with
members of the Indian di-
aspora during a session
and reception hosted by
Consul General of New
York Randhir Jaiswal.

Scindia's engagements
began with a round table
hosted by the US-India
Business Council. The

roundtable, attended by
senior industry leaders, fo-
cussed on ways to
strengthen collaboration
between India and the US
across the aviation sector.

Had a productive inter-
action with members of
@USIBC from the aviation
community. Spoke about
the growing focus & oppor-
tunities in regional con-

nectivity & urban air mo-
bility in India, Scindia
tweeted.

Later, he met vice presi-
dent at aerospace and de-
fense giant Raytheon
Technologies Ambassador
Paul Jones and Senior
Vice President at
American aerospace man-
ufacturer Pratt & Whitney
Rick Duerloo.

Scindia holds talks with US aerospace
giants on bolstering alliance

Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia meets with US corporate
leaders in New York.

TECNO launches
Phantom X

New Delhi, Apr 30:  

TECNO Mobile – the
global premium smart-
phone brand from TRANS-
SION India –launched its
bold and extraordinary
flagship smartphone
Phantom X in Indian mar-
ket. The newly-launched
smartphone boasts of seg-
ment-first Curved
AMOLED display at a dis-
ruptive price of INR.
25,999.

Phantom X is equipped
with an impressive 108MP
Ultra HD Mode set up with
a 50MP+13MP+8MP laser-
focused rear camera, en-
abling a more precise and
distinct photography expe-
rience even in low light
conditions supported by
1/1.3-inch ultra large sen-
sor. A dual 48MP+8MP
front camera allows selfie
lovers to capture sharp
and clear photos.

New Delhi, Apr 30: 

Over the years,
Seagram’s 100 Pipers ‘Play
for a cause’ platform has
been at the forefront of
supporting causes that
positively impact society,
thereby bringingto life the
brand’s core proposition of
‘Be Remembered For
Good’ in an experiential
manner.This year 100
Pipers ‘Play for a cause’
pledges to a greener future
by vowing to plant 1 mil-
lion trees over the course
of one year in partnership
with AROH
Foundation.100 Pipers
launched this momentous
campaign on Earth Day,
April 22nd. 100 Pipers has

also embraced technolo-
gies of the future
&launched India’s first
Environment-themed
NFTs dedicated to Tree
Plantation titled ‘Now
Funding Tomorrow’.

The brand also
launched a unique digital
campaign to further am-
plify awareness around
the need for Tree
Plantation. It has called
upon the audience to be-
come CTOs – Chief Tree
Officers by participating
in the NFT sale to not just
grow their collection but
also grow trees. For each
exclusive NFT brand will
plant 10 trees & likewise
for each rare NFT, 2 trees
will be planted.

‘Play for a cause’ aims to
resonate even more

strongly with the youth Bengaluru, Apr 30: 

Wipro GE Healthcare, a
leading global medical tech-
nology and digital solutions
innovator, today, an-
nounced the launch of its
next-generation Revolution
Aspire CT (Computed
Tomography) scanner.
Revolution Aspire is an ad-
vanced imaging solution
designed and manufactured
end-to-end in India, at the
newly launched Wipro GE
Medical Devices
Manufacturing plant, in
line with ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’ initiative. The CT
system is equipped with
higher imaging intelligence
to improve clinical confi-
dence when diagnosing dis-
eases and anomalies. India
faces a dual challenge of
urban-rural divide and dis-

ease burden. Even though a
major proportion of the
population lives in rural
areas, the majority of
health facilities are concen-
trated in select large cities.

The Revolution Aspire
CT scanner empowers clini-
cians with increased opera-
tional efficiency with upto
50% higher throughput.
The rotation time in
Revolution Aspire CT scan-
ner has been increased by
20%, enabling clinicians to
provide faster diagnosis.

Commenting on the
launch, Dr. Devi Shetty,
Chairman and Senior
Consultant Cardiac
Surgeon said, “Access to
healthcare has been deeply
asymmetric in India and in-
novative medical technolo-
gy products will help bridge
this gap.”

Wipro GE Healthcare launches
‘Made in India’ CT System

New Delhi, Apr 30 (PTI):

India has launched the
pilot phase of open network
for digital commerce
(ONDC), a UPI-type protocol,
in five cities with an aim to
democratise fast growing e-
commerce sector, help small
retailers and reduce domi-
nance of online retail giants.

"After UPI, another game
changing idea to democra-
tise commerce - ONDC soft
launch to select consumers,
sellers and logistics
providers. Get ready for a
world of choice, convenience
and transparency,"
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said
in a tweet.

The initiative is also
aimed at curbing the domi-

nance of two large multina-
tional e-commerce players,
which control more than
half of the country's e-com-
merce trading, limit access
to the market, and give pref-
erential treatment to certain
sellers and squeeze supplier
margins. Giving details,
Additional Secretary in the
Department For Promotion
of Industry and Internal
Trade (DPIIT) Anil Agrawal,
said that the ONDC is a set of
standards for voluntary
adoption by sellers or logis-
tics providers or payment

gateways. As many as 80
firms are currently working
with the ONDC and they are
at different stages of inte-
gration. These companies
are making their apps for
sellers or buyers or logistics
or payment gateways. At the
pilot phase, the target is to
onboard 150 retailers in five
cities - Delhi NCR,
Bengaluru, Bhopal, Shillong
and Coimbatore.

"With this pilot phase, we
want to learn as to how this
rolls out in the real life envi-
ronment where you actually
make payments, do the deliv-
eries, cancel orders and how
refund works," Agrawal said
adding "once these lessons
are known, we would create
a playbook, which will be a
set of standards".

India launches pilot phase of
open e-commerce network

D
ance is one of the most liberating ways
to express feelings and helps us tell a
story, and share emotions. Every year on

April 29, International Dance Day is celebrated to
highlight its value and revel in the university of the
art form. On this day, &TV artists Mouli Ganguly
(Mahasati Anusuya) of Baal Shiv, Akansha
Sharma (Sakina Mirza) of Aur Bhai Kya Chal
Raha Hai?, Kamna Pathak (Rajesh) of
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan and Shubhangi
Atre (Angoori Bhabi) of
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai talk

about their passion for the dance.
Mouli Ganguly (Mahasati Anusuya) of Baal Shiv,

shares, "Dance is one of my favourite ways to de-
stress, let go of inhibitions, connect with people,
and stay fit. Dance allows me to stay in touch with
my spiritual self while also keeping me positive
and energized. It brings my mind, body, and soul
into harmony and transports me to a world full of
peace. I believe in inner happiness, and the only way
to achieve it, for me, is by practising
this art form regularly. I wish every-
one a very Happy International
Dance Day”. Catch all your
favourite artists in Baal Shiv,
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai?,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai from
8:00 pm to 10:30 pm, airing
every Monday to Friday only
on &TV!

Rasika Dugal set
to scare in

supernatural
horror ‘Adhura’

A
ctress Rasika Dugal is quite excited about
her upcoming show 'Adhura' in which
she has got a chance to explore a new

genre of horror.
'Adhura' outlines a story set in an elite board-

ing school with a dark secret that will shake up
the lives of everyone connected to it.

Directed by Gaurav Chawla and Ananya
Banerjee, it is also featuring Ishwak Singh.

Rasika said, "It is exciting for me to ex-
periment with a new genre. And that too
supernatural horror. I am easily spooked
and therefore haven't watched any hor-
ror story at all. So this one is all kinds of
new for me. With this script, I realised on

the second day of the shoot that I couldn't
go over my lines after 5 pm if I wanted a
good night's sleep. What is special about
the show is that besides having all the
elements of horror, the story is also

very poignant." The show will be re-
leasing on Prime Video.

ACROSS

1. Building toy

5. Get the ball rolling

10. RPM dial

14. NYSE counterpart

15. Kind of eclipse

16. Not a pretty fruit?

17. Hollywood crosser

18. Port of old Rome

19. Crowd noise

20. "You're pulling my leg!"

23. List-ending abbr.

24. Capitol Hill VIP

25. Bell, Barker, Joad, etc.

28. Lighter-air connection

31. Subject of some tests

36. "Diana" singer

38. Notable periods

40. Wheel spokes

41. "You're pulling my leg!"

44. Improvise

45. Ticked off

46. Inscribe with acid

47. Hardly ever

49. Toga party supply

51. Film location

52. Cabin component

54. Weight room unit

56. "You're pulling my leg!"

65. Party pooper

66. "Try ___ see!"

67. Pack of pennies

68. Monthly occurrence

69. Verdi's "___ Miller"

70. Printer's primary color

71. Sweep's target

72. Disney World attraction

73. Georgetown player

DOWN

1. Gas-grill rock

2. Mideast bigwig

3. Characteristic carrier

4. Certain daisy

5. Is in a slump?

6. Elongated tooth

7. Apt to say nay

8. Bookies' nightmares

9. Lines of work

10. Rotate

11. Slack-jawed

12. Nontalkative one

13. What this gun's for?

21. Polo Grounds legend

22. Opening

25. Yucatán peoples

26. Terminal type

27. Jolly Roger depiction

29. Sciences partner

30. Tycoon, for one

32. Roué

33. Makes a long story short?

34. Inasmuch as

35. Word with eye or hind

37. Within

39. Dried-up

42. Letter-shaped fastener

43. Made fun of

48. Roving

50. Gun in a car?

53. Go's mate

55. Freshwater food fish

56. Hieroglyphics bird

57. Featherbrain

58. Nabisco treat

59. It may be feathered

60. Not of the clergy

61. Preceder of many words?

62. Show wild instability

63. Oil of ___

64. Inner arm bone
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When we have found our path, we natu-
rally want to start to walk down it,
Aquarius. The reverse isn't true despite
what you seem to believe. It's quite
futile to learn how to walk when you
don't know which path to walk upon.
This may seem a little obscure to you,
and yet it's true. Desire is what creates
aptitude, not the reverse.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The astral energy is encouraging you to open
up more to your world, culture, and ways of
thinking, Pisces. You don't have to go off
alone in the desert to reinvent everything.
For you, this would be the easy way out,
because it would allow you to hide! Develop
your curiosity about what exists in this soci-
ety. Your opinion will carry weight later on.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

How focused you are, Aries! You're so
calm and collected. Of course, the
mood is especially hospitable to sobri-
ety, reasonableness, and hard work.
The horizon is clear, and you have all
the information you require to navi-
gate the seas of life. All you need is a
little more faith and courage. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Today, Taurus, you can at last express the
secrets that have been troubling you. You
may be seething with anger inside and
afraid to let it show for fear it may
explode on contact. Or you may be steam-
ing with a concealed passion for some
lucky special someone. The head will rule
the heart today, and your mind will be
unclouded by any haze of emotion. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Your mind is in great turmoil right now,
Gemini, so it isn't surprising that you can't
pay much attention to anything. It's as
though your concept of the world has
been inexorably changed and you see
your love life and career with new eyes.
Even so, you feel compelled to pick up the
pieces of the past and save them. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The day will be fairly quiet for you,
Cancer. You're likely to yoke yourself
to a task and continue working on it
until evening. If someone tries to per-
suade you to take a break, it won't be
all that difficult to resist. This is one
day when you should follow your
instincts, keep your head down, and
focus on the task at hand.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You should use the day to ponder your
professional future, Leo. Many forces
seem to be working together to clarify
your ideas on the subject. Rather than
rebelling at the slightest provocation,
as you've been doing lately, it would be
much more reasonable for you to think
first about the basic material needs of
you and your family.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Today is no time for dreaming, Virgo!
Quite the contrary. You can expect to
have to settle a number of minor techni-
cal problems involving communications
or transmissions. On the whole, it will be
a somewhat trying day, but at least your
mind will be occupied, leaving no room
for the difficult internal questions that
have been bothering you so much lately.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Are you getting hit with obstacles,
Libra? Could it be that you simply need
to allot yourself more time to complete
the monumental tasks you take on?
This might be difficult for you to toler-
ate. You don't know how to deal with
times like these when you must contin-
ue doing the same thing over and over
until you get results. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Are you having some problems with authori-
ty, Scorpio? Are you having a hard time mak-
ing yourself understood? If so, have you
thought about explaining your projects in
detail to the people that you hope will follow
you in your adventure? You can't expect oth-
ers to follow you blindly. They, too, have their
lives to live, as well as their own objectives
and priorities.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Yes, Sagittarius, your projects have taken
some time to get set up. This is because
you haven't been concentrating hard
enough. You are doing several things at
once, with the result that things have been
moving more slowly than you expected.
Your change in orientation requires you to
focus your energy in a single direction. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You don't have to create everything alone,
Capricorn. Life isn't an individual sport. To
live life fully, you must participate. Often this
involves interacting with other people. This is
an exercise in confidence. Do you want to be
with us - yes or no? Regardless of your
answer, outside events will lead you in a
direction that you can neither predict nor
imagine.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
mid the controversy
over Hindi involv-
ing actors Ajay

Devgn and Kichha
Sudeep, actress Kangana
Ranaut says considering
Sanskrit is older than
Hindi, Sanskrit should be
the national language.

However, she explained
why in her opinion, deny-
ing Hindi as the national
language is indirectly a
disrespect to the central
government and the
Indian Constitution.

The actress was inter-
acting with the media on
Friday during the trailer
launch of her upcoming
film 'Dhakkad'.

Asked her opinion on
Hindi language contro-
versy, Kangana said,
"Firstly we all have the
right to feel proud of our
language, roots and cul-
ture. But our country is
culturally and language-
wise very diverse. So we
need one common lan-
guage to bring them to-
gether. When the Indian
Constitution was made,
Hindi was made a nation-
al language. Now see,
technically speaking,
Tamil is an older lan-
guage than Hindi. But the
oldest one is the Sanskrit
language. So, in my opin-
ion, Sanskrit should be
the national language,
not Hindi."

She went on adding,
"Having said that I do not
have the answer why in-
stead of Sanskrit, why
Hindi is chosen as the na-
tional language. But now
that the decision is made,
if you do not obey it, you
are denying the
Constitution."

Then she brings in the
political angle and she ex-
plained her thoughts.

"If Khalistanis ask for
a separate state, Tamils
and people of Bengal are
asking for a separate
state, they are not defying
just Hindi, they are defy-
ing the central govern-
ment of Delhi. Despite the
dark colonial past, we still
use English as a linking
language to communicate
inside the country. Should
English be that link, or
Hindi, Tamil or Sanskrit
should be the language?
We have to decide that."
said the 'Dhakkad' ac-
tress.

Referring to the contro-
versy between Ajay and
Sudeep, Kangana believes
that both the actors are
right in their own way.

"Hindi is our national
language, so whatever
Ajay sir said is right. But
I understand the senti-
ment of Sudeep and he is
not wrong either," she ex-
plained.

Kangana Ranaut: Instead of
Hindi, Sanskrit should be

the national language 
C

OLORS is set to launch a riveting
tale of love, ‘Muskuraane Ki
Vajah Tum Ho’ that revolves

around the lives of Katha and a suave
businessman, Kabir. While Katha is an
optimistic and confident girl who works
for a NGO, she gets untimely pregnant
but in spite of the resistance by her
mother Katha is adamant and she de-
cides to keep and raise the child by her-
self going against societal norms. She
decides she will only go ahead with a
partner who accepts her with her reali-
ty of being pregnant before marriage as
she won’t hide her truth. Fate brings
her face to face with Kabir, a charming
entrepreneur from Udaipur who enters
her life and is impressed with her hon-
esty and courage and accepts Katha’s
reality and is ready  to marry her. Thus
begins an unusual tale of love.
Although an alliance is made but it
wouldn’t be so easy for Kabir and Katha
as the future holds something in store
for Katha that will shatter Katha to
pieces which will be a true test for
Kabir and Katha’s relationship. Will
Katha and Kabir be able to sail through
this and will their love blossom amidst
these adversities? ..This is a journey of
how Kabir and Katha become the rea-
son to smile for each other..

Popular actor Kunal Jaisingh will
essay the role of Kabir and television
debutant Tanvi Malhara will play the
character of Katha.

Excited to be a part of television,
Tanvi Malhara said, I am overjoyed to
begin my career on television with a
show that has such an impactful story-
line. Katha’s character is of an opinion-
ated woman with strong values who
makes one of the toughest decisions of
her life- to raise a child even after being
unmarried. The show will trace her and
Kabir’s journey that I am confident the
viewers will enjoy. I am thankful to

COLORS for this wonderful opportuni-
ty and looking forward to it.

‘Muskuraane Ki Vajah Tum Ho’ to
air soon on COLORS.

Kunal and Tanvi enter
‘Muskuraane Ki Vajah Tum Ho’

&TV artists share
their passion 

for dance TV actor Yash
Dhawan, who has

previously featured in
'Yeh Pyaar Nahi Toh
Kya Hai', feels a career
in fitness is always an
easy alternative option
for actors.

He says: "An actor
turns out to be a good in-
fluencer, and people al-
ways get inspired by
them. Personally, I'm so
inspired by actor
Hrithik Roshan. I've ad-
mired him since child-
hood. He has got the per-
fect look and style. I feel
fitness can be an easy al-
ternative career option
for actors."

Yash reveals he start-
ed his fitness journey in
high school days. "I
started my fitness jour-
ney when I was in high
school. I used to work-
out for fun but during
my board exams I met
with a serious road acci-
dent and that changed
my mind to live a
healthy life. After which
I started focusing on my
diet plans and on my
training on a serious
note."

Yash who also acts in
TVC and came to notice
after sharing screen

space with cricketer
Virat Kohli feels social
media is a great medi-
um today. "I couldn't
even believe to earn a
great fan following on
social media. People
ping me asking about
fitness regimes and diet
plans. I feel the internet
or social media has be-
come more significant
today for people having
interest in fitness."

Yash Dhawan: Fitness can
be an easy alternative

career option for actors
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Mumbai, Apr 30 (PTI):

Gujarat Titans extended
their dominance at the top
of the table with a six-
wicket win over Royal
Challengers Bangalore in
the Indian Premier
League here on Saturday
and inched closer towards
clinching a play-off spot in
their inception year. After
failing multiple times,
Virat Kohli finally came
out out of a prolonged
slump in form by register-
ing his first IPL fifty in 14
matches, including nine
this season, as Royal
Challengers Bangalore
posted a challenging 170
for six.

In reply, Rahul Tewatia
(43 not out) and David
Miller (39 not out) did the
job for GT after the table
toppers were struggling at
95 for four in the 13th over.
With 16 points which has
been the magic mark,
Titans are well on course
towards a top-two finish

at the end of league stage.
On the day, Kohli made 58
off 53 balls before walking
back to the dugout amid a
standing ovation at the
Wankhede Stadium.

Rajat Patidar blasted a
32-ball 52 -- his maiden IPL
fifty -- while Glenn
Maxwell blazed away to 33

in 18 deliveries to prop up
RCB. The returning
Pradeep Sangwan was ex-
cellent with the ball, fin-
ishing with figures of
2/19, while Rashid Khan
gave away just 29 runs in
his four over to check the
flow of runs in the middle
overs.

Manila , Apr 30 (PTI):

Double Olympic medallist
P V Sindhu ended her
Badminton Asia
Championships campaign
with a bronze medal after
going down fighting to
Japan's Akane Yamaguchi
in three games here on
Saturday.

The 26-year-old started the
match on a positive note but
couldn't keep the winning

momentum going, losing 21-
13 19-21 16-21 to the top seed
and world No. 2 Yamaguchi
in the clash, which lasted
one hour and six minutes.
This is Sindhu's second
medal in the tournament --
she had claimed a bronze in
the 2014 Gimcheon edition.

The Hyderabad shuttler,
who won two Super 300 titles
at Syed Modi International
and Swiss Open, took the
first game easily in 16 min-

utes. In the second game,
the fourth-seeded Sindhu
was handed a point penalty
for taking too much time
between points, leading to
an argument with the refer-
ee.

The argument between
the two led to a momentum
shift as Yamaguchi levelled
the proceedings to force a
decider. The Japnese shut-
tler found her rhythm and
never let Sindhu regroup.

Sindhu settles for bronze at Badminton Asia Championships

Pune, Apr 30 (PTI):

Pace sensation Umran
Malik's performance will be
followed again keenly when
Sunrisers Hyderabad take
on struggling Chennai
Super Kings in an Indian
Premier League match here
on Sunday.

Malik has been the find
of the season as he out-
smarted the top batters of
the world with his brutal
pace. His 5/25 show against
Gujarat Titans, albeit in a

losing cause, is considered
one of the best bowling dis-
plays in the IPL history. The
right-arm tearaway pacer
from Jammu has become
talk of the ongoing IPL
after clocking over 150
kmph consistently. He has
so far picked up 15 wickets
from eight matches at a
strike rate of 12.00. But de-
spite his heroics with the
ball, SRH eventually fell
short by five runs against
Gujarat Titans in their last
game.

Pace sensation Malik in focus
as SRH play struggling CSK

Mumbai, Apr 30:

MS Dhoni will take
over as Chennai Super
Kings captain from
Ravindra Jadeja, after
just eight games in
charge for the latter. A
statement from CSK said
Jadeja wanted to step
aside to "focus more on
his game".

Dhoni, who had cap-
tained Super Kings since
the IPL began in 2008 - bar
the two years when the
franchise was suspended
in the wake of the 2013
spot-fixing case - handed

over to Jadeja at the start
of the 2022 season. Super
Kings, the defending
champions, have since
won two games in eight,
and sit at No. 9 out of ten
teams on the points table.
Super Kings said in a
statement: "Ravindra
Jadeja has decided to re-
linquish captaincy to
focus and concentrate
more on his game and has
requested MS Dhoni to
lead CSK. "MS Dhoni has
accepted to lead CSK in
the larger interest and to
allow Jadeja to focus on
his game."

MS Dhoni replaces Ravindra Jadeja as Chennai Super Kings captain

Miller-Tewatia stand carries
Titans to eighth win

Japans Akane

Yamaguchi returns a

shot during her

womens singles

semi-final match

against Indias

Sindhu V. Pusarla at

the Badminton Asia

Championships 2022

at Muntinlupa,

Philippines on

Saturday.

Man hung from tree, 
beaten up with sticks

Bilaspur, Apr 30: 

A man was allegedly
hung upside down from a
tree and brutally thrashed
with sticks by five people,
including a minor, at a vil-
lage in Bilaspur district,
police said on Saturday.

After the video of the in-
cident that took place in
Uchchbhatti village under
Sipat police station limits
went viral on social media
on Friday, and the five per-
sons involved in the attack
have been apprehended,
an official said.

While three of the at-
tackers identified as
Manish Khare, Shivraj
Khare and Janu Bhargav
were taken into custody
late on Friday evening,

Bhim Kesarwani and a 15-
year-old boy, were nabbed
this morning," a senior po-
lice official said.

The victim, Mahaveer
Suryawanshi, a native of
Ratanpur area of the dis-
trict, has been living in
Uchchbhatti and working
as labourer and watch-
man.

On the intervening
night of April 25 and 26,
Manish allegedly spotted
Suryawanshi trying to
sneak into his house.
Suryawanshi managed to
escape, but the next day,
Manish caught him and
handed him over to the po-
lice, claiming that he was
trying to commit theft, the
official said.

However, Manish did
not lodge an FIR against
Suryawanshi, following
which the police released

him after issuing a warn-
ing, he said.

Manish has claimed that
Suryawanshi again
reached his house on
Wednesday night and
damaged his motorcycle
parked outside and es-
caped, he said.

On Thursday, Manish
and the other four accused
allegedly tied
Suryawanshi upside down
from a tree near a brick
kiln in the village and bru-
tally thrashed him with
sticks," the official said.

A video of the attack
shows a man hanging up-
side down from a tree,
pleading for mercy, as five
men hit him with sticks.

Some locals tried to in-
tervene and one of them
recorded the act on his mo-
bile phone and circulated
it, he said.

‘People’s attention 
diverted from basic issues’

Mumbai, Apr 30 (PTI): 

An attempt is being
made to take the country
backward in the name of
caste and religion and peo-
ple's attention is being di-
verted from basic issues
such as hunger and jobs,
NCP president Sharad
Pawar said here on
Saturday.

Pawar's comments
came ahead of a rally of
MNS chief Raj Thackeray
who earlier this month
tried to corner the Shiv
Sena-NCP-Congress gov-
ernment in Maharashtra
by demanding that loud-
speakers on mosques be
removed.

Speaking at an event
here, Pawar asked if such
demands will solve real is-
sues. We have been seeing
of late that an attempt is
being made to take the
country backward in the
name of caste and reli-

gion. What are the basic
issues concerning people
today?" he said.

It is price rise, food
grains, unemployment,
the issue of living with
dignity. But nobody is pay-
ing attention to them, the
former Union minister
said.

Without naming Raj
Thackeray, he also re-
ferred to news channel re-
ports about the MNS
chief's scheduled rally at

Aurangabad on Sunday.
(The MNS is saying)

will do this, will do
that...will do it in the
name of Hanuman .Will
these demands address
your unemployment
issue? Will this resolve
your hunger issue? Pawar
asked.

Certain elements have
decided to gain their self-
interest by diverting peo-
ple's attention from basic
issues and this is getting
publicity, he said.

One should follow the
ideology of iconic reform-
ers such as Chhatrapati
Shahu Maharaj, Mahatma
Jyotiba Phule and
Babasaheb Ambedkar if a
reply is to be given to
these elements , the NCP
chief said.

Maharashtra Ministers
and NCP leaders Chhagan
Bhujbal and Jayant Patil
were also present on the
occasion.
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Sharad Pawar

̈ Five held
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HORRIFYING TRUTH 

Scintillating dance performance at the concluding ceremony of the ‘Khairagarh
Mahotsav’ at Khairagarh on Saturday. 

KHAIRAGARH MAHOTSAV

Hanuman Chalisa row

Bail plea of Rana
couple to be

decided on May 2
Mumbai, Apr 30 (PTI): A
special court here is likely to
decide the bail plea of jailed
Independent MP Navneet
Rana and her MLA husband
Ravi Rana on May 2. The
couple had moved court
seeking bail in an FIR regis-
tered by Mumbai police
under provisions related to
sedition and promoting en-
mity following their plan to
recite Hanuman Chalisa out-
side Maharashtra Chief
Minister Uddhav
Thackeray's private resi-
dence here. On Saturday,
both prosecution and de-
fence completed their argu-
ments, after which Special
Judge RN Rokade reserved
the order for Monday. The
bail plea of the legislator
couple contended that a call
to recite Hanuman Chalisa
outside 'Matoshree', the CM's
private residence in Bandra
East, cannot be said to be cal-
culated to promote feelings
of enmity or hatred.

Markets abuzz for
Eid shopping in

Kashmir
Srinagar, Apr 30 (PTI):
Markets in Kashmir are
abuzz with activity on
Saturday as people went
on a shopping spree in
preparation for Eid-ul
Fitr, which will be cele-
brated early next week, to
mark the culmination of
Muslim fasting month of
Ramzan, officials said.

A good footfall of cus-
tomers was seen at bakery
shops, mutton outlets,
chicken vendors, ready-
made garments and
crockery stores, officials
said.

Unlike in the past, traf-
fic movement in Lal
Chowk city centre was
very well managed but
other areas of the city wit-
nessed massive traffic
snarls due to Eid shop-
ping rush.

The business on eve of
Eid comes after two years
of shut down due to covid
pandemic but the levels of
activity are still nowhere
close to the pre-pandemic
level of 2019, the local
businessmen said.

‘Central intervention needed
to develop border areas’

Itanagar, Apr 30 (PTI): 

Arunachal Pradesh Home
Minister Bamang Felix on
Saturday sought the Centre's
intervention for the infra-
structural and economic de-
velopment of border areas of
the state. Addressing a func-
tion here organised on the oc-
casion of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, Felix pointed out
the unique challenges to con-
nect the border areas of the
north-eastern state, both
physically and digitally.

Infrastructural and eco-
nomic development of our
border areas while maintain-
ing peace and stability with
neighbouring countries re-
quires constant efforts and in-
terventions by the Union gov-

ernment, Felix said. The to-
pography of the state and
sparsely populated border re-
gions with limited infrastruc-
ture pose a unique challenge
to connecting the border
areas, both physically and
digitally, he said. 

Arunachal Pradesh shares a

1,080-km border with China,
440 km with Myanmar and
160 km with Bhutan.

Border Area Development
Programme which is imple-
mented by the Home Ministry,
has been crucial in developing
critical infrastructure for en-
suring that basic amenities
are available to remote re-
gions of the state, the minis-
ter said. 

Referring to the Vibrant
Village Programme (VVP), a
government scheme an-
nounced in the Union Budget
for the 2022-23 fiscal, Felix
said it will be useful for border
villages having a sparse popu-
lation, limited connectivity,
and infrastructure which often
are left out of the fruits of de-
velopment.

Bamang Felix 


