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New Delhi, May 28: 

The ministry of electron-
ics and IT (MeitY) has is-
sued a draft National Data
Governance Framework to
mobilise non-personal data
of citizens for use by both
public and private entities
to improve services.

The draft policy proposes
the launch of a non-person-
al data based India datasets
program and addresses the
methods and rules to en-
sure that non-personal and
anonymised data from both
government and private en-
tities are safely accessible
by the research and innova-
tion ecosystem. Minister of
State for Electronics and IT
Rajeev Chandrasekhar said

the National Data
Governance Framework is
of interest for artificial in-
telligence (AI) startups, AI
research entities and gov-
ernment departments.

'Its imp piece of policy
framework thats being de-
vlopd to catalyze #India's $1
Trillion #DigitalEconomy
(sic),' he tweeted.

Asking stakeholders to
comment on the draft
framework, the minister
said the National Data
Governance Framework
will also accelerate digital
government and digitisa-
tion of government with
common standards, rules
and guidelines for data stor-
age and management
across all departments.

The draft said during the
COVID-19 pandemic, digital
governance played a big
part in India's resilient re-
sponse to the pandemic and
its impact on lives, liveli-
hoods and the economy.

In the post-COVID era,
digitisation of government
is accelerating faster and
data generation is also in-
creasing exponentially
which can be used in turn
to improve citizens' experi-
ence and engagement with
the government and gover-
nance as a 'Digital Nagrik'.

The digital government
data is currently managed,
stored and accessed in dif-
fering and inconsistent
ways across different gov-
ernment entities, thus at-

tenuating the efficacy of
data-driven governance,
and preventing an innova-
tive ecosystem of data sci-
ence, analytics and AI from
emerging to its full poten-
tial, the draft said.

'The power of this data
must be harnessed for more
effective Digital
Government, public good
and innovation, thus re-
quiring a National Data
Governance Framework
Policy (NDGFP),' the draft
said. The proposed policy
will be applicable to all gov-
ernment departments and
entities and rules and stan-
dards prescribed will cover
all data collected and being
managed by any govern-
ment entity.

Probe
SShhiilllloonngg:: Meghalaya
Chief Minister Conrad K
Sangma said the Indian
Institute of Technology
Guwahati (IITG) will audit
the collapse of a steel
dome from atop the
under-construction
Assembly building. The
High Powered Committee
of the Assembly had
decided to entrust a third
party institution to con-
duct an audit and investi-
gate into the incident.

Seized 
BBhhaawwaanniippaattnnaa:: Ten inter-
state smugglers were
arrested after 427 kg of
cannabis worth around Rs
17 lakh was seized from
them in Odisha's
Kalahandi district, police
said on Saturday. Acting
on a tip-off, police inter-
cepted a pickup truck at
Jaipatna on Friday. The
vehicle was being escort-
ed by people riding an
SUV and a motorcycle, an
officer said.

Removed 
JJaammmmuu:: Four special
police officers were
removed from service
after a departmental
inquiry found them hav-
ing links with cattle
smugglers in Ramban dis-
trict of Jammu and
Kashmir, officials said on
Saturday. Ramban Senior
Superintendent of Police
Mohita Sharma ordered
the disengagement of the
SPOs -- Fulail Singh, Ajeet
Singh, Satish Singh and
Mohd Ayoub alias
'Mundri' -- from service
with immediate effect for
their involvement in
bovine smuggling.

Penalised 
NNooiiddaa:: Challans have
been issued against more
than 5,000 vehicle drivers
and motorists in a week
across Noida and Greater
Noida for flouting traffic
rules and road safety
norms, the Gautam
Buddh Nagar police said
on Saturday. The action
was taken between May
19 and 27 on instructions
of Police Commissioner
Alok Singh following
directions from Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath for
increasing road safety
and reducing encroach-
ment in public spaces,
the officials said.

CC

C E N T R A L
https://www.facebook.com/centralchronicle

www. centralchronicle.in

PAGE 10

BBiillaassppuurr,, Sunday, May 29,  2022  I  Pages 12 I  Price  R 3.00  I CCiittyy  EEddiittiioonn I Fastest growing English Daily of Chhattisgarh  

BRIEF

Tourists hold umbrellas as they
walk inside the premises of the Taj

Mahal on a hot summer day, in
Agra, Saturday. 
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Rajkot, May 28 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday said that in the
last eight years, his gov-
ernment made an honest
attempt to build the India
that Mahatma Gandhi and
Sardar Patel dreamt of,
and added that it worked
to protect the dignity of
the poor during this peri-
od.

Modi, who completed
eight years in office as
prime minister on May 26,
also said that he did not

spare any effort in serving
the country and did not in-
dulge in anything that

would make the people of
the country hang their
heads in shame.

He was addressing a
gathering after inaugurat-
ing a 200-bed multi-special-
ty hospital in Atkot town
of Gujarat's Rajkot dis-
trict. During his speech,
he gave an account of the
work his government car-
ried out in the last eight
years.

"I have spared no effort
in the service to the nation
in the last eight years. I
have neither allowed, nor
personally not done any
work that will make you or
even a single person of
India hang their head in
shame. In the last eight

years, we have made an
honest attempt to build the
India of Mahatma Gandhi
and Sardar Patel's dream,"
he said.

"Mahatma Gandhi
wanted an India in which
the poor, Dalits, adivasi
and women are empow-
ered, where cleanliness
and health are part of life,
where economy is based
on swadeshi (local) solu-
tions," Modi said, adding
that his government has
worked for all this.

In the last eight years,
pucca houses were provid-
ed to over three crore fami-
lies; 10 crore families were
saved from the ignominy
of open defecation (by way

of constructing toilets),
nine crore women were
saved from the adverse im-
pact of smoke (by provid-
ing LPG connections);
electricity connections
were provided to 2.5 crore
families and tap water
connections were given to
six crore families; over 50
crore people are covered to
get free treatment (under
PMJAy insurance
scheme), Modi said.

"These are not just fig-
ures, but this is a proof of
our commitment to pro-
vide dignity to the poor of
the country. In the last
eight years, my govern-
ment has worked for the
uplift of the poor," he said.

Sukma, May 28: 

A hardcore Naxal carry-
ing a reward of Rs 1 lakh on
his head was arrested,
while three lower-rung
cadres surrendered before
the police in  Sukma dis-
trict, an official said on
Saturday.

Naxal militia command-
er Sodi Deva alias Prakash
was apprehended from the
jungles of Palodi village
under Kistaram police sta-
tion limits during a search
operation on Friday, the of-
ficial said. Deva was in-
volved in the 2013 Naxal-po-
lice encounter, in which two

jawans were killed, and the
abduction of an employee
of a construction firm and
firing on a police party in
the district in 2017, he said.
The militia commander

was carrying a bounty of
Rs 1 lakh on his head, he
added.

Meanwhile, three lower-
rung Naxal cadres Madvi
Masa, Gonche Deva and
Madvi Mada surrendered
before the police on Friday,
he said. Masa was a former
security guard of the senior
Naxal cadre Ganesh Uike
and a supply team member,
while the other two ultras
were militia members in
the outlawed movement,
the official said. The sur-
rendered ultras were disap-
pointed with the hollow
Maoist ideology and im-
pressed with the district po-
lice's rehabilitation drive
'Puna Narkom', which
translates to new dawn, he
said.

Ambikapur, May 28: 

Two minor sisters
drowned in a pond at a vil-
lage in Surguja district,
police said on Saturday.

The bodies of the girls,
identified as Divya Tirki
(8) and her sister Sushila
(7), natives of Diwaliya vil-
lage in Udaipur area, were
found floating in the pond
on Friday, said Manoj
Singh, Station House
Officer (SHO) of Kadma
police chowki. Surguja, a
neighbouring district of
Korba, is located around
300 km away from capital
Raipur. "As per the prelim-
inary information, the two
girls, daughters of
Bandhan Singh, had gone
to attend a wedding cere-
mony along with their
family members on May
26. In the evening, the fam-
ily members returned
home, but the two girls
who accompanied them

were found missing," he
said. Initially, Singh
thought his daughters
might have gone to play
along with other children,
but when they did not
reach home till night, a
search was launched for
them, he said.

Jaipur, May 28 (PTI): 

The bodies of five mem-
bers of a family, including
a newborn baby, were
found in a well in the
Dudu area here on
Saturday with the police
suspecting it to be a case of
suicide. They used to live
in Meeno ka Mohalla.
They had left home on the
pretext of going to a mar-

ket on May 25, the police
said. After they failed to
return home, their family
members put up missing
posters at different loca-
tions and lodged a missing
complaint with the police,
they said.

"The bodies have been
fished out and post-
mortem examination is
underway, SHO, Dudu,
Chetaram said.

New Delhi, May 28 (PTI): 

Aviation regulator DGCA
on Saturday said it has im-
posed a fine of Rs 5 lakh on
IndiGo airline for denying
boarding to a specially abled
child at Ranchi airport on
May 7.

IndiGo had on May 9 said
the boy was denied permis-
sion to board the Ranchi-
Hyderabad flight as he was
visibly in panic. After the
boy was prohibited from
boarding, his parents also
decided not to enter the
plane. The regulator said in
order to avoid such situa-
tions in the future, it would
revisit its own regulations,
making it mandatory for
airlines to take the airport

doctor's written opinion on
the health of a passenger be-
fore making a decision to
deny boarding. Moreover,
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) said
the new regulations would
make sure that there is also
a written consultation with
the captain of the aircraft
for his or her opinion on al-
lowing such a passenger on
board. The DGCA had on
May 9 formed a three-mem-
ber team to investigate the
May 7 incident.

The regulator on
Saturday said, "It has been
observed that the handling
of the special child by the
Indigo ground staff was de-
ficient and ended up exacer-
bating the situation."

Govt issues draft rules for pvt use of people’s data

Fake helicopter
tickets

Jammu, May 28 (PTI): 

Seven persons allegedly
involved in selling fake helicop-
ter tickets to Mata Vaishno Devi
pilgrims were charge-sheeted
on Saturday in a court in Reasi
district of Jammu and Kashmir,
police said. While four of the
accused were arrested from
Rajasthan in March, three were
held from Bihar in May during
the investigation into com-
plaints regarding duping of pil-
grims who were sold online
fake helicopter tickets for the
journey from Katra to the hill
shrine. As many as fake web-
sites were also identified and
blocked during the investigation
of the cases, a police
spokesman said.

Two minor sisters
drown in village pond

As per the preliminary infor-
mation, the two girls, daugh-
ters of Bandhan Singh, had
gone to attend a wedding cer-
emony along with their family
members on May 26. In the
evening, the family members
returned home, but the two
girls who accompanied them
were found missing. Initially,
Singh thought his daughters
might have gone to play along
with other children, but when
they did not reach home till
night, a search was launched
for them. The next day, their
bodies were found floating in
the village pond.

About the mishap

MASS SUICIDE

Five members of family
found dead in well 

8 YEARS OF NDA GOVT 

‘Have done nothing that would shame citizens’
̈ Spared no effort in

serving country 

IndiGo fined for not allowing
specially-abled boy

Naxal carrying Rs 1 lakh bounty arrested
̈ Three ultras 

surrender Naxal militia commander
Sodi Deva alias Prakash was
apprehended from the jun-
gles of Palodi village under
Kistaram police station lim-
its during a search opera-
tion on Friday. Deva was
involved in the 2013 Naxal-
police encounter, in which
two jawans were killed, and
the abduction of an employ-
ee of a construction firm
and firing on a police party
in the district in 2017.

About the arrest

Patna, May 28 (PTI): 

The Bihar government
has decided to accord per-
mission for exploration of
the "country's largest" gold
reserve in Jamui district,
a senior official said on
Saturday.

As per a Geological
Survey of India (GSI) sur-
vey, around 222.88 million
tonnes of gold reserve, in-
cluding 37.6 tonnes of min-

eral-rich ore, are present in
Jamui district. "The state
Mines and Geology
Department is in consulta-
tion with agencies engaged
in exploration, including
GSI and the National
Mineral Development
Corporation (NMDC), for
exploration of gold re-
serves in Jamui.

"The consultation
process started after
analysing the GSI findings

which indicated the pres-
ence of gold in areas such
as Karmatia, Jhajha and
Sono in Jamui district,"
Additional Chief Secretary
cum Mines Commissioner
Harjot Kaur Bamhrah told
PTI.

She said the state gov-
ernment is likely to sign an
MoU with a central agency
or agencies for G3 (prelimi-
nary) stage exploration
within a month's time.

Bihar to allow exploration of
‘India’s largest’ gold reserve

New Delhi, May 28 (PTI): 

A fresh petition has been filed
in the Supreme Court challeng-
ing the validity of certain sec-
tions of the Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act, 1991,
alleging that they violate con-
stitutional provisions, including
those related to equality before
law and prohibition of discrimi-
nation on grounds of religion,
race, caste, sex or place of
birth.
The plea said that by the Act,
the Centre has declared that
religious character of a place of
worship and pilgrimage as it
existed on August 15, 1947 shall
continue and barred the reme-
dy by way of suit with respect

to such matter in any court.
The petition, filed by Mathura-
resident Devkinandan Thakur,
has challenged the validity of
sections 2, 3, 4 of the 1991 Act
claiming that it takes away
right of judicial remedy of
Hindus, Jains, Buddhists and
Sikhs to take back their places
of worship and pilgrimage and
property which belong to the
deity. "The injury caused to
Hindus, Jains, Buddhists and
Sikhs is extremely large
because sections 2, 3, 4 of the
Act has taken away the right to
approach the court and thus
right to judicial remedy has
been closed, said the plea, filed
through advocate Ashutosh
Dubey.

Fresh plea challenging ‘Places
of Worship Act’ filed in SC
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Bhilai, May 28: Bhilai
Steel Plant is making con-
tinuous and focussed ef-
forts towards Enhancing
our Safety Culture. One of
these initiatives is the
Suraksha Sajagta Program,
which is a customized pro-
gram that has been devel-
oped for Non-Executives
and Contract Workers for
creating an enhanced safe-
ty culture. The program
scores high for its content
and its impact on the par-
ticipants where they have
realised their personal role
in modelling safe behav-
iour through the Pehchano-
Parkho-Poocho process.

The Train the Trainer
(TTT) programs are being

conducted at SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant by  Ajay Talloo,
Manager, Safety
Engineering Department
for training the employees
to deliver the Suraksha
Sajagta Training at the
shop-floor level. After a
stringent evaluation
process in these TTT pro-
grams by a Committee, as
many as 21 participants
qualified recently as Lead
Trainers.

The Lead Trainers were
felicitated in a Certificate
Distribution ceremony. K K
Singh, ED(P&A), the
Leader of the Competence
CFT along with
Competence CFT Member
PK Jha, CGM (C&IT) hand-
ed over the certificates to
the qualified Lead

Trainers. GP Singh - Acting
CGM (SED & Fire Services)
was present as a Special
Guest. KK Singh, ED (P&A)
in his address recognized
these Lead Trainers as key
members for sustaining the
safety movement and high-
lighted the role that they
would be playing in assist-
ing the organisation create
robust safety culture and
safety behaviour.

The safety statistics
were shared by Ajay
Talloo, Manager, SED
while conducting the pro-
gram. The participants
also expressed their com-
mitment to create a cul-
ture of working towards
zero accidents and shared
their views for accelerat-
ing the safety movement.

Karm and Pali Shiromani awards given away in Plate Mill
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 28: Karm
Shiromani and Pali
Shiromani awards were
given away in SAIL-BSP's
Plate Mill for January to
March 2022 period on May
26, 2022. R K Bisare, CGM
(Plate Mill) was the Chief
Guest on the occasion.
Employees are shortlisted
for this award for innova-
tions, better resource utili-
sation, following safety
standards etc. at the work-
place.

A certificate, letter of ap-
preciation and a sweet
packet was given to Karm
Shiromani awardees while
Pali Shiromani awardees
are additionally presented
with an apron. R K Bisare,

CGM (Plate Mill) congratu-
lated the award winners
and extended his best wish-
es for their bright future.
He presented the Pali
Shiromani award from
Plate Mill to Dannedra
Singh, AGM (Elect) for the
quarter January to March
2022. Ramesh Kumar
Sharma, Master Operator

(Operations); Tata Rao,
Chargeman cum Senior
Technician (Mechanical
Maintenance), Sanjay
Kumar Shrivasatava,
Operator cum Technician
(Operations) were awarded
the Karm Shiromani
award for January,
February and March 2022
for their outstanding per-

formance. M K Goyal,
GM(Operations), S K
Verma, GM(Electrical),
Sanjay Kumar, GM
( M e c h a n i c a l
Maintenance), H K
Bahrupi, GM (Operations),
Suman Mitra, GM
(Mechanical Maintenance)
and Bhaskar Roy, GM were
present on the occasion.

The programme was com-
pered by Anjali Pillay, SM
(Personnel). All Section
Incharges and Senior offi-
cials from Plate Mill were
present on the occasion.
Shyamal Banerjee, Meenu
Chouhan, Neena Sarvare,
Gurcharan Singh, Anand
Rao contributed in making
the programme successful.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 28: Under the
ADP scheme in the district,
children with special needs
are being provided free TLM
(Teaching Learning
Material) and hearing aids by
the Integrated Regional
Center for Skill Development,
Rehabilitation and
E m p o w e r m e n t ,
Rajnandgaon.

The program was organ-
ized in the auditorium of
District Project Office of
Samagra Shiksha in Durg.
16 children with mental re-
tardation and 02 hearing
impaired children were
present along with their
p a r e n t s / g u a r d i a n s .
Children and their parents
are delighted to receive the

TLM Kits and hearing aids.
Appreciating the program,
parents/guardians said
that they will properly use
the kit in the education of
their children. In the pro-

gramme, Surendra Pandey,
District Mission
Coordinator, Indra Kumar
Ramteke, Assistant
Program Coordinator,
Gajendra Kumar Sahu,

Regional Center
Rajnandgaon, Priyanka
Singarol, Uttam
Chandravanshi, Therapist
and other officers and em-
ployees were present.

27 km long Gajra Nullah 
structure repairs underway

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 28: Before
the arrival of monsoon
season, Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure reached Patan de-
velopment block to inspect
the ongoing Narva works.
In order to increase the
level of water collection in
the area, the work of reju-
venation of the nullahs is
being done. In this sequel,
the structures of Gajra
Nullah spread over 27 km
are also being repaired.

The Collector inspected
the works of the nullah
starting from village Raveli
till village Kuruddih via
Jamgaon (M), Ameri,
Batang and Khamharia.
For the restoration of the
nullah, work is being done
continuously in coordina-
tion with DMF and MGN-
REGA. The works at 14

new structures have been
completed and works at
other structures are in
progress.

The Collector directed
the concerned officers to
work with the time-limit in
a planned manner so that
maximum collection of
rainwater can be done.
While emphasizing on the
Narva scheme, the
Collector said that this gov-
ernment scheme is un-

doubtedly having a positive
effect on the ground water
level. In the near future,
this project will improve
the irrigation facilities and
the farmers of the nearby
area will be able to take two
crops easily.

Later, the Collector
reached the Rural
Industrial Park in village
Sankara. He inspected the
machines being used for
making Ashtagandha. He

also interacted with the
women of the self help
group and suggested a few
innovative ideas.

Ashwini Dewangan,
CEO, District Panchayat
informed the District
Collector that
Ashtagandha, gulal made
by flowers, wicks, incense
sticks and cow dung cakes
are made in Sankara by the
self-help group. At present,
60 people have been given
employment here and it is
planned to increase it to
about 250 in future.

The Collector also in-
spected the structure out-
side the building. He asked
to start new livelihood ori-
ented activities in the four
big sheds constructed out-
side the building. SDM
Patan Vipul Gupta,
Janpad Panchayat CEO
Manish Sahu and other of-
ficers were present.

Officials instructed to complete
Kumhari flyover soon

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 28: More
than 5000 people com-
mute between Raipur and
Durg every day. In such a
situation, all eyes are on
the flyover being con-
structed in Kumhari.
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure visited
Kumhari to take stock of
the condition of this over
bridge.

In order to reduce the
traffic pressure, he in-
structed the concerned
engineers of the National
Highways to complete the
work of the overbridge at
the earliest.

He asked the officers to
complete the street light-
ing and leveling related
works soon so that about
50 percent traffic load
from the service road

could be reduced.
Apart from this, he also

inspected other roads and
over bridges connecting
the city. Along with the
engineers of NH, he in-
spected Khursipar
Flyover, Dabrapara
Chowk, Power House
Flyover, Chandra-Mourya
Flyover and Supela
Flyover. He instructed the
officials to get the service
road repaired along with
the construction of the
overbridge.

He further asked them
to construct an effective
drainage system in a
planned manner so that
citizens do not face water
logging situations during
the rainy season. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, DSP
Gurujit Singh and other
officers and employees
were present.

TLM kits distributed among divyang childrenState Public Service
Examinations underway

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 28: On
Saturday, the fifth paper of
the State Service (Mains)
Examination was held at
the examination centre in
Science College in Durg.
This examination is being
organized by Chhattisgarh
Public Service Commission.

The main examination
paper-5 was organized in the
first shift in the Science
College of the district. Dr
Praveen Verma, Member of
the State Public Service
Commission, inspected the
examination centre at
Science College, Durg. At

the examination centre,
every student and invigila-
tor is allowed to enter only
after thorough checking.
Nodal Officer Jageshwar

Kaushal (Deputy Collector),
RN Singh, Principal of
Science College and Dr OP
Gupta (Professor) were pres-
ent during the inspection.

Electrical
Control room
operational in

Bhilai Township
Bhilai, May 28:
Electrical Control
room by Town
Services department
of SAIL-BSP is oper-
ational for residents
of Bhilai Township
now for logging of
electrical com-
plaints.

Employees will be
available in 'A' and
'B' shifts in the
Control room and
can be contacted at
0788- 2857162 and at
0788-2858181 for
Electrical com-
plaints during 'C'
shift.

Dal Mill unit inaugurated
in village Jatagharra

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 28: The dis-
trict administration is con-
tinuously working in a pos-
itive direction to give a con-
crete shape to the liveli-
hood activities in the dis-
trict. In this episode, a Dal
Mill (Pulse Mill) Unit was
inaugurated by District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan in village
Jatagharra of Dhamdha
block. He interacted with
the women of Self Help
Groups and gave guidance
regarding product sales in
C-Mart. Apart from this,
work related to mushroom
and jeevamrit is also

being conducted here. The
SHG earned a dividend of

Rs One lakh from these ac-
tivities.

21 Lead Trainers awarded certificates for
Suraksha Sajagta Training programme

First Rake of Iron Ore from
Dulki Mines flagged off

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 28: The first
rake of iron ore lumps and
fines from SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant's Dulki Iron Ore
Mines situated in the
Plant's Iron Ore Complex at
Dalli-Rajhara was flagged
off by Director In-charge
Bhilai Steel Plant Anirban
Dasgupta on May 27, 2022.

Present at the flagging off
ceremony of iron ore rake
from crushing and screen-
ing plant at Dulki Mines
were Manas Biswas, ED
(Mines & Rowghat), Dr SK
Issar, ED (M & HS), Anjani
Kumar, ED (Works), Dr AK
Panda, CGM I/c Finance &
Accounts, Tapan
Sutradhar, CGM I/c Mines
& Rowghat, Samir
Swaroop, CGM (Rowghat),
Sanjay Dhar, CGM (HRD &
BE).

Recalling his first visit to
Dulki Mines on June 14,
2019, Director In-charge,
Anirban Dasgupta said
that by producing good
quality iron ore from the
forested area in a period of
two years, employees en-
gaged in Dulki have set an
example. He urged all em-
ployees to work with the

same spirit and dedication.
Hailing the efforts put in

by officers and other em-
ployees engaged in mining
at Dulki, Manas Biswas, ED
(Mines & Rowghat) encour-
aged all to work for enhanc-
ing production and im-
prove quality on iron ore
mined.

Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) is his address high-
lighted the Plant's impor-
tance of receipt of good
quality iron ore in suffi-
cient quantity to meet the

requirement and the bene-
fits of same to the Plant's
production process.

Earlier, Tapan Sutradhar,
CGM (Mines & Rowghat)
highlighted the efforts of
Mines Management and
the progress with regard to
mining from Dulki.

Among those present on
the occasion were RC
Behra, PK Sirpurkar, SR
Baske, Ajay Chaturvedi,
DK Balam, Vagesh Tiwari,
Rakesh Thakur and Amit
Sinha.

Prevention plans being
devised for containing

Dengue before Monsoons
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 28: A meet-
ing was organised by
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Public Health
Department (PHD) at
their office in Sector 08,
Bhilai to discuss preven-
tion plans being devised
for containing Dengue be-
fore Monsoons on May 26.
District Malaria Officer
and IEDSP District Nodal
Officer CBS Banjare had a
detailed discussion with
Sunil Chaurasia, AGM
(PHD) and his team on the
Dengue issue.

Door-to-door checking
of Coolers, flower pots etc
will be done from June 01,
2022 in the Bhilai
Township to check infes-
tation of mosquito larvae
in stagnant water. Temiflu

solution will be distrib-
uted free of cost. This sur-
vey work will be carried
out by 8 teams with the
help of 48 persons, who
will be trained by the
District Malaria
Department.

Pamphlets will be dis-
tributed to create aware-
ness among citizens.
House spray, Bleaching
powder, fogging and other
steps to remove stagnant
water will be undertaken.
Any resident of Bhilai
can obtain Temiflu from
the PHD office to control
larvae.

A K Banjare, Manager;
V K Bhondekar, Manager;
Ratnakar Dalai, Health
Inspector and Kamta
Prasad, Health Inspector
were present during the
discussions.
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Raipur, May 28: Raipur
Bullion Association had
recently demanded from
Raipur district Collector
Saurabh Kumar to ban

rally, procession and shob-
ha yatra at Jaistambh
Chowk, Malviya Road,
Sadar Bazar, the heart of
the city as frequent jam
situation is witnessed due
to this. Collector Saurabh
Kumar issued an order on
Saturday in this regard
and banned rally, proces-
sion and shobha yatra
area from Amapara to
Shastri Chowk, Sharda
Chowk to Guru Nanak
Chowk, Jaistambh Chowk
to Kotwali Chowk and
Kotwali Chowk to Satti
Bazar and Azad Chowk on
the demand of Raipur
Bullion Association.
These areas were declared
restricted area for rallies,
processions, shobha yatra
and other types of dharna
and demonstrations.

Harakh Malu, president

of Raipur Bullion
Association, has thanked
Collector Saurabh Kumar
for this initiative. Harakh
Malu, President of Raipur
Bullion Association, Vice
President Pawan
Aggarwal, Laxminarayan
Lahoti, Prahlad Soni, Co-
Secretary Anil Kucheria
said that due to the rally,
procession and shobha
yatra at Jaistambh
Chowk, Malviya Road,
Sadar Bazar, frequent jam
situation is witnessed in
the busy areas resulting in
obstruction of traffic
movement. Due to this sit-
uation, the traders doing
business in the bullion
market along with Sadar
Bazar were facing severe
problem. Along with this,
due to dharna and demon-
stration in the protest site,

jam like situation was wit-
nessed at Budha talab area
and entire traffic is divert-
ed to Sadar area, Bullion
market as a result traders
use to face severe problem.
The delegation led by
Harakh Malu, President of
Raipur Sarafa
Association, met Collector
Saurabh Kumar and de-
manded to ban all kinds of
political, social and reli-
gious processions, rallies
and shobha yatra s in the
entire area of ??Sadar
Bazar, Malviya Road,
Sharda Chowk, Phool
Chowk, Azad Chowk,
Sattibazar. On this, the
Collector has allowed 100
people to stage a sit-in
protest at the Budha Talab
portest site, due to which
there has been some con-
trol over the day-to-day

jams in Sadar Bazar and
Sarafa Bazar locailty. But
the traffic jams caused by
the procession and shobha
yatra continued. Collector
Saurabh Kumar has now
banned it. According to
the order issued by the
Collector, on the area from
Amapara to Shastri
Chowk in GE Road, from
Sharda Chowk to
Gurunanak Chowk in MG
Road, from Jaistambh
Chowk to Kotwali Chowk
in Malviya Road and from
Kotwali Chowk to Satti
Bazar and Azad Chowk in
Sadar Bazar Road. Any
kind of rally, procession,
procession and other types
of demonstrations have
been declared as a restrict-
ed area under Section 144
Code of Criminal
Procedure.

Raipur, May 28:
A delegation from Sakal
Jain Samaj (SJS) hurt
with the statements made
by members of
Chhattisgarh Kranti Sena
(CKS) towards Jain Samaj
kept their business closed
for half-a-day in capital
city on Saturday and regis-
tered their protest. Later
they met the Governor
and apprised here about
the entire incident.

The delegation from SJS
informed the Governor
that this Chhattisgarh
Kranti Sena (CKS) which
came into existence just
few years back collected
their party workers from

different district and with
demand to close-down
Balod district had beaten
many of the shopkeepers
and traders in Gunderdehi
running behind them.
They not only got the
shops closed, but reported-
ly made shameful com-
ments against the Jain
sants and ‘munis’. This led
to great deal of resent-

ment among the Sakal
Jain Samaj.

On Saturday, the mem-
bers of SJS and Jain com-
munity and other people
took out a peaceful march
in the capital city on
Saturday and lodged com-
plaint with the Governor
and demanded appropri-
ate action against those in-
volved in this incident.

SJS delegation meet Governor, lodges complaint

Bullion shopkeeper kept their shops and establisment closed in protest against shameful

comments by CKS against Jain Samaj.

Against shameful
comments by SKS
towards Jain munis
and beating of
shopkeepers

Collector bans rally, procession
and shobha yatra at 4 places

From Amapara to
Shastri Chowk,
Sharda Chowk to
Guru Nanak Chowk,
Jaistambh Chowk
to Kotwali Chowk
and Kotwali Chowk
to Satti Bazar and
Azad Chowk area
included

Raipur Bullion
Association’s
demand fulfilled
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Raipur, May 28: A youth
was killed while his wife
and two children were in-
jured after his car
rammed into a divider
near Mayur School in
Raipur on Saturday. He
along with his wife and
two children remained
stuck inside the car after
accident. All of them
were brought out of car
by police with the help of

passers-by.
The accident took place

in Mandir Hasoud area.
SP (Rural) Kirtan Rathor
informed that accident
occurred after front por-
tion of car hit divider
while moving towards
Raipur. The youth named
Chandrahas Sahu, who
was driving car was
killed on the spot while
his injured wife and two
children were rushed to
Ambedkar Hospital.

Chandrahas is a resi-
dent of Siltra area. He
along with his wife and
two children had gone to
his relatives in Arang by
car to attend a family pro-
gramme. The accident oc-
curred when he was on
way back Raipur. After
accident police are con-
tacting Chandrahas’ rela-
tives living in Raipur and
Arang. His injured wife
and children are said to
be under treatment.

Raipur, May 28:
Chhattisgarh on Friday
recorded one COVID-19
case, taking the tally to
11,52,418, while the death
toll remained unchanged
at 14,034, an official said.
The lone case, at a posi-
tivity rate of 0.03 per
cent, was reported in
Raipur, while 13 districts
have no active case at the
moment, he said.

The recovery count in-
creased by five to touch
11,38,333, leaving the

state with 51 active cases,
the official said. With
3,290 samples examined
during the day, the over-
all number of tests car-
ried out so far in
Chhattisgarh went up to
1,77,30,186, he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,52,418, new case (one),
death toll 14,034, recov-
ered 11,38,333, active
cases 51, today tests 3,290,
total tests 1,77,30,186.

Youth killed, wife and two sons
injured as car hits divider

Ch’garh sees 1 COVID-19 case,
no death; active tally now 51

Ambikapur, May 28: MD
of Krishna Hyundai of
city’s MG Road Sanjay
Modi has charged the
General Manger of firm
Dipesh Kumar Sinha of fi-
nancial embezzlement of
Rs 2 crore. Addressing a
press conference, MD
Krishna Auto Riders Pvt.
Ltd. Sanjay Modi informed
that the Company has got a
branch known as Krishna

Hyundai at MG Road in
Ambikapur. DK Sinha was
serving here as Senior
Manager and he did not de-
posited the purchase
amount of the new and old
vehicles sold by the firm
into the Company’s ac-
count. Rather taking cash
from customers and
through his bank account,
he embezzled funds worth
Rs 94.0 lakh. He informed
that Dipesh Kumar Sinha
was working with the firm
for last 14 yrs and he was
having full responsibility of
entire showroom on his
shoulders.

MD Sanjay Modi in-
formed that Dipesh not
only embezzled funds from
selling of vehicles, but also
in the auto-parts. In this
way he embezzled funds
worth Rs 2 crore. The infor-
mation about this came to
fore during the audit work
of the company and after
which MD called Dipesh
and took information about
all the issues and later he
accepted his crime. He also
promised to refund the en-
tire amount as per the date
fixed, but till date is has not
been fulfilled.

Based upon this a  com-
plaint in Gandhinagar
thana of Ambikapur has
been filed and the police is
investigating into other as-
pects of the crime.
Presently Dipesh is report-
ed absconding in this case
and his search has been
started.

GM embezzles funds worth Rs 2 cr
from Krishna Hyundai

MD of firm files
complaint, GM still
absconding

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy  2288::  As per instruc-
tions from the Railway Board,
campaign for checking of pantry
cars in the trains was done in
Bilaspur. Under this the
Commercial Inspectors of SECR
Bilaspur division checked the
pantry car in Utkal Express and
Howrah-Ahmedabad Express train
on Saturday morning.

It is notable here that the
Railway Board makes efforts to
better the services being offered
by the railways and to ensure dis-
cipline and quality in the food
services being offered by carrying
out surprise inspection from time

to time. Railway Board has direct-
ed PCCM of all zones to conduct
special checking campaign in all
the pantry cars of the train for
next 10 days. This campaign
gained momentum on Saturday
and the SECR Bilaspur division
has prepared a plan for checking
of pantry cars for next 10 days.

The list of officials to be con-
ducting checking in different
trains has been finalized. On
Saturday, the officers along with
IRCTC staff first checked the
pantry car of Rishikesh Nagri-Puri
Utkal Train and finding the offi-
cers and entire team entire pantry

car staff and manager were taken
aback.

Though in the inspection car-
ried out, no major lacunae were
found, except for lack of cleanli-
ness and waste spread all over.
On this strict instructions were
given to clear up the mess fre-
quently. Later the Howrah-
Ahmedabad Expres train arrived
and in this there lot of filth and
waste spread in the pantry car.
During the inspection, all the staff
were found in uniform, I-card,
medical card and the docments of
persons involved in vending were
also cross-checked.
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Jagdalpur, May 28:
Bastar Police has seized
‘Ganja’ worth around Rs 5
lakh and nabbed one of
the smuggler’s involved in
it here on Friday. As per
information in this regard
a team was formed under
leadership of TI Nagarnar
Budhram Nag  and they
started checking of vehi-
cle passing from
Dhanpunji on Ch’garh –
Odisha border.

When the police stopped

a white car coming from
Odisha and started the
search, they found 50 kg
‘ganja’ worth Rs 5 lakh
kept secretly hidden in-
side.

When inquired the driv-
er disclosed his name as
Sandeep Jat from Haryana
and accepted his crime of
smuggling ‘ganja’ to
‘Haryana’ . The Police has
filed a case under section
20 (K) of NDPS Act and
sent the accused to jail
after producing him in the
court.

‘Ganja’ worth Rs 5 lakh seized

Two persons arrested
for robbing with a knife 
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2288::  The police
have arrested two persons in
connection with the incident of
robbing a person of mobile
phone after attacking him with
knife in Mana Road. Knife
along with the robbed items
have been recovered from their
possession.

Victim Subhash Bein, resi-
dent of 11 block Mana Camp in
his complaint with Mana Police
Station said that two persons
riding a motorcycle came and
stopped in front of him near
Doomtarai while he was on
way to his home by his activa
vehicle at around 9: 50 pm on
29 March 2022.

Both of them gave a mobile
number to victim and asked
him to dial on this number.
When the victim dialed the
number from his mobile, the
number was said to be
switched off. One of the
unknown persons told the
victim to give his mobile
phone, saying that he would
talk on that number.

When the victim refused to
give his mobile phone, both
the persons attacked him on
his stomack and thigh with
knife and then looted mobile
phone of Redmi Company
from him and vanished. The
offense under section 394 of
IPC and 25, 27 Arms Act was
registered against the rob-
bers in the police station
Mana.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2288::  This time the
monsoon is likely to be a little
late from the earlier estimates.
Although Southwest monsoon
has reached near Kerala coast, it
has slowed down and it is likely
to reach Kerala after the estimat-
ed date. Given present pace of
monsoon it is expected to arrive
Kerala somewhere between late
Sunday night and Monday. If
everything remains normal, the
clouds formed due to the effect
of monsoon will enter the border
with Bastar division of
Chhattisgarh at some point on
June 10. In that case it will be 3
days late than earlier estimates.

According to the information
received from the Meteorological
Department, the situation is
favorable for further advance of
Southwest Monsoon. As per the
current weather indication, west-
erly wind is becoming stronger
and deeper over South Arabian
Sea at low level. The clouds are

gathering over the Kerala coast
and adjoining southeast Arabian
Sea.

In such a situation, there is a
possibility of the onset of
Southwest Monsoon over Kerala
in the next 2 to 3 days.
Meanwhile, Southwest Monsoon
is likely to become active over
some more parts of Arabian Sea
and Lakshadweep. The
Meteorological Department had
earlier predicted that the mon-
soon would hit the Kerala coast
by May 27. But that did not hap-
pen. Now the possibility is being
expressed that the monsoon will
proceed on its normal path.

According to Meteorologist
HP Chandra in general, the mon-
soon rains in Chhattisgarh start
with Bastar division from June 10
and effect of monsoon reaches
Raipur by June 15. At the same
time, by June 21, the monsoon
becomes active over Ambikapur
and its surrounding areas.

Torrential rains begin across the
state with its activation. This
time the monsoon is likely to
reach Chhattisgarh not before
June 10.

Weather in Chhattisgarh
remained overcast for the last
three to four days. On Saturday
also, sky remained overcast in
Jagdalpur, Ambikapur, Pendra
Road and Bilaspur. Sun shone
through the clouds in Raipur on
Saturday while weather
remained clear in Durg and
Rajnandgaon on Saturday. The
maximum temperature of Raipur
and Rajnandgaon was recorded
at 40.6 degree Celsius.

Durg recorded maximum tem-
perature of 40.8 degree Celsius.
The highest temperature of 42.1
°C was recorded in Kurud.
Bilaspur recorded maximum
temperature of 38.8 degrees
Celsius, Jagdalpur 38.4, Pendra
Road 37.4 and Ambikapur 36.6
degrees Celsius.

Monsoon clouds likely to reach
Chhattisgarh by June 10

Raipur, May 28: A big re-
lief for those who are
thinking of building a
house. Now a continuous
decline in the prices of
building materials has
started. While the prices
of bars have declined by
Rs 15,000 per tonne in

twenty days, cement has
also reached Rs 275 per
bag. These days bars are
being sold in factories up
to Rs 60 thousand per
tonne and in the retail
market from Rs 62 to 63
thousand per tonne. Thus
the prices of bars have
come down by more than
15 percent. Traders said
that there are signs of fur-
ther fall in their prices in

the coming days.
It is notable that biggest

reason behind the fall in
the prices of bars is that
the pace of government
works in the state is
closed due to strike called
by Chhattisgarh
Contractor’s Association
and there is a tax on the
export of raw materials.
In the coming few days,
there is a hope of prices
going below Rs 60 thou-
sand  per tonne in the re-
tail market. Due to the
skyrocketing prices of ce-
ment and bars, the busi-
ness of building materials
has fallen by 60 percent in
the last three months.

Sakti, May 28: Youth
making the jeweller of
Dhanraj Jeweller’s busy
in talks had stolen jew-
elleries worth Rs 3.50
lakh in broad day-light
here on Saturday. Two
youths were involved in
this lifting at Dhanraj
Jewellers in Sakti ward
No. 13.

Two youth’s in the
name of showing jew-
ellery items to them kept
the shopkeeper busy in
taking out items one after
another and in the mean-
time they managed to col-
lect the gold jewellery
items on display on the
table and ran away. The
shopkeeper immediately
informed about it to the
Police. The police on get-
ting the information
reached the jewellery
shop and checked the

CCTV footages.
Youth were seeing 

pendant
Owner of jewellery

shop informed that at
around 10:30 am, two
youth asked him to show
gold pendants and after
showing many pendants,
they did not like anyone
of them. Then they asked
to show them fancy pen-
dants and on which he
asked them to come after
shortwhile. On this the
shopkeeper went to an-
other shop nearby to
bring the pendant and by
this time the youths keep-
ing the son of the owner
of jewellery shop busy in
talks, ran away with the
gold jewellery box kept in
the counter. When the
owner reached the shop,
he was doubtful and
when he checked the
counter he found the box
missing. Immediately he
informed it to the police
and the police on reach-
ing the shop checked the
CCTV footage and started
the search of two youths.

Two youth run away
with jewelleries

worth Rs 3.50 lakh

Keeping the son of
jewellery busy in
talks escaped
with gold box

Steal bar, cement price dips
Due to the skyrock-
eting prices of
cement and steal
bars, the business
of building materi-
als has fallen by 60
percent in the last
three months

Comm inspectors conduct surprise checking of pantry cars
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HUGE RUSH

With cancellation of large number of trains there is huge rush of passengers at the
railway station and many were found waiting here on Saturday.Central Chronicle News

Keshkal, May 28: At the
Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme held in Bade
Dongar area of Keshkal
constituency today, farmer
Ratiram complained to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel that the stop dam
built in his village Jugaani
for irrigation has col-
lapsed within just two
years of construction and
because of this, as many
as 600 farmers are unable
to irrigate their lands.
Chief Minister directed
the officials concerned to
investigate the collapse of
stop dam on Bhavardeeg
Nala and also announced
the construction of the
new stop dam. Farmers
also requested Chief
Minister to establish
maize factory in their vil-
lage. They told that as a re-
sult of Government’s ef-
forts to promote crops al-
ternate to paddy, farmers
have started cultivating
maize on a large-scale, and
hence a factory should be
established for processing
of this huge yield of

maize. Farmers also de-
manded opening of a coop-
erative bank branch in the
village. It is noteworthy
that under State
Government’s justice ori-
ented schemes, financial
aids are being directly
transfered into the bank
accounts of the beneficiar-
ies. Because of which, the
need for a proper banking
system has further in-
creased. On the occasion,
Chief Minister announced
opening of a branch of co-
operative bank in Bade
Dongar. Chief Minister
told the farmers that the
government is continuous-
ly working towards build-
ing a strong infrastructure
so as to provide fair value
of the produce to the farm-
ers. On the occasion,
Minister-in-charge Kawasi
Lakhma, Member of
Rajya Sabha Phulo Devi
Netam, Bastar MP Deepak
Baij, Keshkal MLA
Santram Netam and other
public representatives.

CM inspected Bade
Dongar sub-tehsil

Chief Minister had an-
nounced the formation of
sub-tehsil in Bade Dongar
on January 27 last year,
and from the very next
month, the official work
for implementation of this
announcement was com-
menced. Today, during his
visit to Bade Dongar
under Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan, Chief Minister
inspected the sub-tehsil of-
fice. He inquired about the
cases registered and gave
instructions to ensure res-
olution of all the cases
within the stipulated time
frame. On this occasion,
Chief Minister personally
handed over e-shram card,
health card, Aadhar card
to the beneficiaries.
CM gives instructions to
fulfill demands of farm-

ers of Amgaon
During his visit, 39 vil-

lagers of Amgaon de-
manded electricity supply
for their irrigation pumps.
Chief Minister directed
the officials concerned to
provide electricity connec-
tions for their irrigation

pumps. People of OBC cat-
egory from Korai Gram
Panchayat told Chief
Minister about not having
received the ‘patta’. Chief
Minister directed the
Collector to provide them
Patta as per rules.
Mobile Medical Vehicle
is available, no sooner

market is open
When Chief Minister

asked about the availabili-
ty of mobile medical vans
for Haat Bazars, Asmati of
Baangoli stood up and said
that we always find the
mobile medical van avail-
able when we reach the
market. As soon as the
haat-bazaar opens, the mo-
bile medical van is found
ready to provide good
treatment and free of cost
medicines. Girija Bai of
Urandabeda told that she
receives the treatment and
the medicines free of cost
from mobile vans at haat-
bazaars.
Loan waiver has opened
a path of progress for

farmers
Farmer Shankarlal

Shardul told that the loan
waiver provided by
Bhupesh government has
opened a way for his
progress. The burden of
debt earlier had become
the cause of stress and ten-
sion for him. Chief
Minister, soon after your
government came into
power, Rs five lakh worth
of my loan was waived.
Then I received a good rate
of my produce and then I
could focus on farming
work with more enthusi-
asm and relief. Presently, I
own two Mahindra trac-
tors and my farming work
is flourishing.
CM makes many important

announcements 
On the occasion, Chief

Minister Baghel an-
nounced upgrading of the
primary health center of
Bade Dongar to communi-
ty health center. Besides
opening a branch of Co-op-
erative Bank at
Badedongar, Chief
Minister announced open-
ing of Swami Atmanand
English Medium School in
Kongud, Farasgaon. Chief
Minister also announced
the construction of
Mangal Bhawan (function
hall) and construction of a
bridge across the Nala en
route on Ghotiamunda
Chandabeda road. He also
announced the completion
of the unfinished work in
Danteshwari temple of
Bade Dongar, and the new
works proposed in the tem-
ple were also approved.
New school buildings were
also announced for
Shankarpur, Kumhar
Badgaon, Pandeyathgaon,
Chingnar, Hirri, Bhandar
Seoni, Manjhiathgaon. He
also announced the con-
struction of a culvert on
Jaitpuri to Girola road.

CM gave instructions to investigate farmer’s
complaint and to build a new stop dam

On complaint that
the Stop-dam broke
in just two years 

Govt’s decision to
promote crops
alternate to paddy
is yielding positive
results

Branch of a co-op
bank to be opened
in Bade Dongar and
PHC here will be
upgraded to CHC,
announced CM

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2288::  The SERB
International Research
Experience (SIRE) Fellowship
proposal by Dr. Kuldip Singh
Patel, Assistant Professor
(Mathematics), IIIT-Naya
Raipur, has been accepted by
the Department of Science &
Technology (DST), Govt. of
India. Under this fellowship, Dr.
Kuldip will visit the University
of Mauritius to work on finan-
cial market problems, specifi-
cally “High-Order Compact
Schemes for Pricing Interest
Rate Derivatives.” The
researcher will collaborate

with Prof. Muddun Bhuruth,
Department of Mathematics,
University of Mauritius.

The fellowship duration is
four months, from June 2022-
September 2022. These fellow-
ships broaden the vision for
future research collaboration
and establish new research
possibilities. It will also open
various research/intern/post-
doctoral opportunities to the B.
Tech./M. Tech. students and
research scholars of IIIT-NR.

It is a prestigious fellowship
by the government of India,
which will significantly
increase the visibility of IIIT-NR
in India and abroad, said Dr.
Pradeep Kumar Sinha,
Director, IIIT-NR. Dr. Sinha also
added that the main focus of
IIIT-NR in the coming years
would be on research, and such
international collaborations
will strengthen the foundation
for multi-national collaborative
research in Chhattisgarh.

CUET application
date extended

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy2288:: As per the
Corrigendum to Admission
Notice No.
631/Admission/Academic/2022
, dated 31.03.2022 issued by
Guru Ghasidas (Central
University) Bilaspur the last
date for submission of online
application forms for under-
graduate programs through
CUET (U.G.) 2022 has been
extended up to 31.05.2022.
Interested applicants can sub-
mit their applications through
the link “Admission Notice
2022-23” available on
University website
www.ggu.ac. and Samarth por-
tal http://cuet.samarth.ac.in.
For more details, please visit
the University website. Due to
some unavoidable circum-
stances, admission will not be
available to Bachelor of
Performing Arts (BPA) pro-
gram. According to the infor-
mation, the window  has been
made available to the appli-
cants from 27.05.2022 to
31.05.2022 by NTA.

Dr Kuldip of IIIT-NR receives SERB Int’nl
research experience fellowship

Raipur, May 28: Nikhil
Hirve from IIM Raipur
College emerged victori-
ous in the Cluster Finals of
Tata Crucible Campus
Quiz 2022, the online edi-
tion of India’s largest busi-
ness quiz for campuses.

The Cluster 7, Finals
representing the
Chhattisgarh region, was
a thrilling affair, with par-
ticipants showcasing their
quick thinking and sharp
quizzing abilities.The win-
ner took home a cash prize
of Rs. 35000 and will now
compete in the Zonal
Finals to qualify for the
National Finals. Shivansh
Patle from NIT Raipur
College, was declared run-
ner-up, winning a cash

price of Rs.18,000. Praveen
Shrivastava, Chief of
Marketing & Sales, Tata
Steel Limited, Kolkata was
the chief guest at the event
and gave away the prizes
in a virtual prize distribu-
tion ceremony.

Stepping up to the chal-
lenges posed by the pan-
demic, Tata Crucible quiz
evolved into an online for-
mat since 2020.

For the online version of
the Campus Quiz, the
country has been divided
into 24 Clusters and after
two levels of online pre-

lims, top 12 finalists from
each Cluster will be invit-
ed for Wild Card Finals out
of which top 6 finalists
will then compete in the 24
online Cluster Finals.
These 24 Clusters are fur-
ther grouped into four
zones- south, east, west,
and north and each zone
will comprise of 6
Clusters.

The Winner from each
of the Cluster Finals will
then qualify for the Zonal
Finals. Winners at the four
Zonal Finals will directly
qualify for the National

Finals. The runners-up
from the four Zonal Finals
will compete in a Wild
Card Final, and 2 out of
the 4 runners-up will then
qualify for the National
Finals. In all, 6 Finalists
will compete at the
National Finals and the
top scorer will be crowned
as the National Champion
who will receive a grand
prize of Rs. 2.5 lakhs along
with the coveted Tata
Crucible Trophy.

All finals are being
streamed on a deferred
basis on Tata Crucible
Facebook, Twitter,
LinkedIn, and YouTube
channels. Noted quizmas-
ter ‘Pickbrain’ Giri
Balasubramaniam known
for his masterful, unique,
and witty style is the host
of the quiz. The Co-spon-
sors for this edition are
Tata Motors, Tata Play,
Mia By Tanishq, Tata 1 mg
and Tata CLiQ.

Nikhil from IIM Raipur emerges as winner 
Of the Cluster 7
Finals of Tata
Crucible Campus
Quiz 2022 Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 28:
Eminent Chhollywood
film director Manoj
Verma’s much awaited
National Film Award
w i n n i n g
Chhattisgarhi movie
“Bhulan The Maze” has
been released in multi-
plexes and cinema halls
of the state on Friday.
Culture Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat also
watched movie at PVR,
Magneto The Mall
Raipur on Friday.
Director of film
“Bhulan The Maze”
Manoj Verma said that
the movie got good re-
sponse from viewers on
the first day of the re-
lease. Viewers are ap-
preciating the movie

after watching it.
The movie is also

being screened in cine-
ma halls of Delhi,
Mumbai, Kolkata,
Bangalore, Pune,
Nagpur and other cities
in the country. The
movie is being screened
in multiplexes and cine-

ma halls in Raipur,
Bhilai, Korba, Bilaspur,
Rajnandgaon, Durg and
other towns of the state.
Peepli Live fame Omkar
Das Manikpuri has
played the lead role of
“Bhakla” in the movie.
Actress Anima Pagare
has played the lead fe-
male role of “Premin”.
In regional film cate-
gory, movie “Bhulan
The Maze” has won
the 67th National Film
Award. After winning
the National Film
Award, the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment granted Rs 1 crore
to movie “Bhulan The
Maze” on the occasion of
Rajyotsava-2021. Before
release, the movie
“Bhulan The Maze” has
won various awards at

international level film
festivals. The film has
been made under the
banner of Swapnil Film
Studios. Indian playback
singer Kailash Kher
sang the title song of the
movie.

There are five songs
including four
Chhattisgarhi songs
and one Hindi song in
the movie. Rajendra
Gupta, Mukesh
Tiwari, Ashok
Mishra, Salim Ansari,
Sanjay Mahanand,
Pushpendra Singh,
Ashish Sendre and
other artists are play-
ing other characters in
the movie. Jayant
Deshmukh is the art direc-
tor of the movie. Sandeep
Sen from Kolkata is the di-
rector of photography.

National award winner movie
‘Bhulan The Maze’ released

Raipur, May 28: Hindi
movie “Haemolymph:
Invisible Blood”, directed
by Sudarshan Gamare, has
been released in multiplex-
es in the country on Friday.
In Raipur, the movie is
being screened at Colors
Mall and Miraj Cinemas.
The movie is also being
screened in Korba, Bhilai
and other towns.
Actor Dr Riyaz Anwar of
Raipur city and actress
Ruchira Jadhav are in the

lead roles in the movie.
Riyaz Anwar has played
the character of Wahid
Shaikh in the movie.
Ruchira Jadhav has played
the character of Sajida
Shaikh in the movie.
Speaking to The Hitavada,
Dr Riyaz Anwar, who did
M.B.B.S from Raipur
Medical College, said that
the story of the movie is
based on Wahid din
Mohammed Shaikh, who is
one of the accused of the
7/11 serial bomb blast on
the Mumbai local train.
The shootings of the movie
were held in Mumbai and
Pune.

The movie has been
made under the banner of
AB Films Entertainment
and Tiket Bari. Rohit
Kokate, Neelam Kulkarni,
Datta Jadhav, Sayli
Bandkar and other artists
have also acted in the
movie. A teacher’s struggle
has been shown in the
movie.

‘Haemolymph: Invisible
Blood’ movie hits theatre

Kondagaon: Ornamental bell
metal jewellery made by
women of the Pankhuri

Service Association of
Kondagaon is now being sold in
the Sarafa market of Dubai.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today handed over a
cheque of Rs. 1 Lakh obtained
from exporting the bell metal
tribal jewelry to Dubai to the
women of the association. The

Chief Minister praised the
women’s ability to turn their
talent into economic empower-
ment. The Kondagaon District
Administration and the
Pankhuri Service Association
are jointly providing women
with the facilities to manufac-
ture ornamental tribal jewelry.

Tribal jewellery made by sisters
in Kondagaon was sold in Dubai

CM handed over a
cheque worth Rs. 1
Lakh to the sisters

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, May 28:
During his state-level
Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan
today, Chief Minister in-
augurated the C-Mart at
Kondagaon. On this occa-
sion, Chief Minister
picked up a Shabri flute on
sale at C Mart and played a
melodious tune. Shabari
flute is a unique musical
instrument which creates
melody when shaken with
hands. This instrument is
also useful for hand exer-
cise.

On the occasion, Chief
Minister inspected all the
products displayed at C-
Mart, including the herbal
products, Kodo, Kutki,
Ragi Cookies, Jamun
Chips. Products manufac-
tured by the members of
Udaan Mahila Krishak
Producer, under Bihaan,
are being sold at this C-
Mart opened in
Chikhalputi, Kondagaon.

Here, all kinds of local
products will be available
for sale under one roof.
Chief Minister appreciat-
ed the products of C-Mart.

It is noteworthy that
products worth about Rs
19 lakh are being sold in
C-Mart Kondagaon. Chief
Minister tried and
praised the taste of

Jamun Chips at C-Mart.
Women working at the
store told Chief Minister
that jamun is a seasonal
fruit; we have made
jamun chips so that peo-
ple may enjoy the taste of
jamun round the year.
Women in the Udaan
group are manufacturing
a total of 587 products.

With melodious sound of Shabri flute,
CM inaugurates Kondagaon C-Mart



Central Chronicle News

Baderajpur, May 28:
With an aim to redress the
pending problems of
teachers in Baderajpur
block a special camp was
organized by Block
Education Office and this
type of camp was organ-
ized for the first time in
this block. In this camp a
total of 51 applications

were received and imme-
diate solution was given to
15 applications in this
camp. The remaining 36
applications were sent to
District Education Office
Jagdalpur for redressal.
BEO Baderajpur informed
that on May 31 at 2:30 pm
Block Level Joint
Paramarsh datri
Committee meeting is
scheduled.

PS Rekhchand Jain inaugurates Aadhar Jansamsya Nivaran Camp  
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 28: For
the first time in the state,
for resolving the problems
related to Aadhar card,
Aadhar Jansamsya
Nivaran Camp organized
in Jagdalpur district was
inaugurated by
Parliamentary Secretary
Rekh Chand Jain. Mayor
Safira Sahu, Municipal
Corporation President
Kavita Sahu were also
present on the occasion. A
large number of people
from urban and rural
areas reached the camp to
get their Aadhar card
problem resolved.

P a r l i a m e n t a r y
Secretary and local MLA
Rekh Chand Jain said that
in today's life, every citizen
needs Aadhar card in gov-

ernment planning, gov-
ernment works, Aadhar
card is the most important
document and for the first
time in the state, Aadhar
Jansamsya Nivaran Camp
was organized in
Jagdalpur, for which the
people of the area would
get the benefit.

Mayor Safira Sahu said
that Aadhaar solution
camp is being organized in
our city across the state,
through this camp the
problems related to
Aadhaar of the people will
be solved. In the 48 wards
of the city, through the
councilors, people are
being told about the
Aadhar Samadhan camp
by continuous publicity.

A two-day Aadhaar solu-
tion camp has been organ-
ized by the District

Administration, Unique
Identification Authority of
India, in the first day of
which Shakuntala Baghel
of Guru Ghasidas Ward of
Jagdalpur city came to the
camp and told about the
problem of improving the
name in the Aadhar card.
After resolving it immedi-

ately, the Aadhar card of
the said woman was recti-
fied in the hands of the
MLA and the Mayor.

It is noteworthy that for
resolving the problems re-
lated to Aadhar card, a
two-day Aadhar Public
Problem Redressal Camp
was organized in front of

Jagdalpur District
Panchayat Office by Dr.
Shyama Prasad
Mukherjee Town Hall
from 10.00 AM to 5.00 PM.
In this camp, Aadhar not
received even after many
enrollments, problem in
updating biometrics or de-
mographics (address),
problem of updating date
of birth, name, gender,
problem in e-Aadhaar
download, mobile update
Even after that the prob-
lem of not getting OTP etc.
will be resolved.

Director Srinivas,
Municipal Commissioner
Prem Patel, Anit Tiwari,
E-District Manager
Rakesh Bhatt, Deputy
Director of Welfare
Department Mrs. Vaishali
Mardwar and other offi-
cers were present.

Refressal camp solves
problems of teachers

Young ‘Rojedars’ felicitated by MWS
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 28: All
India Muslim Welfare
Foundation (AIMWF) or-
ganised a massive pro-
gramme at Chamber of
Commerce building here
on Tuesday. In this, the
children of young age
keeping fast on 'Mahe
Ramzan' and the children
having expertise in giving
'Aajan' and the children fol-
lowing 'Quran' for 30 day in
the month of 'Ramzan'
were felicitated.

In this programme, the
children from Kanker,
Kondagaon, Bijapur,
Sukma, Dantewada, and
Bastar region were pre-
sented with citation certifi-
cate and medal and boosted

their morale. The members
of AIMWF Jagdalpur
Bastar division organised
this programme at Bastar
Chamber of Commerce
building on Tuesday and it
was chaired by Vasim
Ahmed, patron Muslim
Welfare Society (MWS) and
it was conducted by Sajid
Wafa. A year back also they
presented citation certifi-

cate and medals to children
at younger age observing
'Roza' and delivering
'Aajan' and other such rites
of Muslim commnity by
visiting door-to-door.

But this year the people
from Muslim communitiy
from Jagdalpur and nearby
areas gathered in large
number and made this pro-
gramme successful. Patron
Muslim Welfare Society
Vasimi Ahmed informed
that this small step taken
by the Society leaves a last-
ing impression in the mind
of young children and
takes them on a positive
path. He informed that
Society would continue to

organise such programmes
in the near future, so that
children can be nurtured
in balanced manner.

At the same time, the
Muslim brethren going to
'Haj' from Muslim Welfare
Society Jagdalpur were
also wished all the best for
their pilgrimage and many
children were presented ci-
tation certificate and me-
mentoes. In this pro-
gramme the Divisional
Working President of
Muslim Welfare Society
Nizam-ur-Rehman, Rahsid
Pawar, Imran Barbatia,
Sajid Shamim, Ajijur
Rehman, Adil Qadri and
others were present.

Water scarcity looms large in 
tribal village Kekradholki Para

Ramkrishna Dhruv

Mainpur, May 28: The
value of a drop of water
can be understood when
one visits tribal village
Kekradholki Para, depend-
ent village of village pan-
chayat Dhanora. The vil-
lagers have dug 5-6 feet dip
feet pit in the sandy field
besides river and they are
collecting water from that
pit to quench their thirst.

The tall claims of dis-
trict administration have
turned hollow and even

PHE department officials
entrusted with the respon-
sibility of making avail-
able water to this village
have turned nelson's eye
from the problem.

This village situated 55
km from tehsil headquar-
ter Mainpur is inhabited
by 20 families who are trib-
als. The population is
about 65 but  no initiative
has been taken by the ad-
ministration to make
available water.

There is no hand pump
in this village and vil-

lagers have dug 5-6 feet pit
besides the river for water
in this hot summer. In
summer season even this
pit gets dried up and vil-
lagers do not get water.
The villagers have made
several efforts for  digging
a hand pump but have
failed to solve their prob-
lem.

Forest deptt dug hand
pump four months back
but forgot to fit handle
The villagers have taken

a decision to send an appli-
cation to the collector

Namrata Gandhi appris-
ing her about their prob-
lem. In February 2022 for-
est department dug a hand
pump in the village but
forgot to fit handle and
other parts even after four
months.

Court gives verdict against
Shriram Transport Finance 

Nizam Rahman

Jagdalpur, May 28: The
recent verdict of a major
case was pronounced in
the court of Chief Judicial
Magistrate Sukma, by
Presiding Magistrate
Krishnakant Bhardwaj, is
also an eye opener towards
Cooperate Laws and its
blind application against
employees, embezzled in
clauses and deadlines.

The verdict was pro-
nounced under case num-
ber 356/2021, crime num-
ber 64/2021 and according
to information, in this
case, three persons, Vijay
Raj S/o Inderpal Singh,
Nilesh Pandey S/o Gopika
Pandey and Rinku Sahu
S/o Shashibhushan Sahu,
were made accused as per
the complaint of Dinesh
Singh Chauhan, Branch
Manager, Sukma Shriram
Transport Finance.

An FIR was registered

by the station in-charge
Akeshwar Nag under sec-
tions 420, 409, and 34,
against the accused citing
inappropriate fund trans-
fer. It was alleged that
Vijay Raj Singh, ex-branch
manager Sukma, confis-
cated 39 vehicles from the
borrowers of the company
and sold all the vehicles
outside without informing
the company, and in this
work the Regional Branch

Head of Shriram Finance,
Nilesh Pandey and
Regional Collection Head
Rinku Sahu are also in-
volved.

With the connivance of
the three, 39 vehicles were
sold in and the amount re-
ceived was embezzled and
the company was not in-
formed about any action.
In this way, all three
caused a loss of three
crore twenty four thou-

sand nine hundred and
sixty rupees to Shri Ram
Finance Company. In the
entire case, 44 people's tes-
timony was taken before
the court and it also came
to the fore from the judg-
ment that a departmental
inquiry was being con-
ducted on the matter,
whose report was not re-
ceived, and before the com-
pletion of departmental
inquiry, an FIR was
lodged.

The prosecution also
failed to prove that the ac-
cused had any kind of col-
lusion, so the crime
against the accused is not
proved by the analysis of
evidence and evidence in
the case. Therefore, the ac-
cused persons were set
free by the honourable
court. The involvement of
the police is also a ques-
tion mark here as, the FIR
was lodged without proper
verification.

SJA honours Santosh Singh
Central Chronicle News

Masturi, May 28: In the
Rest House of Water
Resources Department,
Pachpedi, the journalists of
Shramjeevi Journalists
Association(SJA) Masturi
honored the outgoing
President Santosh Singh
Thakur by presenting him
with a shawl, Shrifal and a
bouquet.

It is to be known that
Santosh Thakur, who was
the President of Masturi
Unit for a long time, has been
appointed as the President of
Bilaspur District Working
Journalists Association by
State President Arvind
Awasthi on May 6, on the rec-
ommendation of State
General Secretary Vishwa
Deepak Rai. The colleagues
present in the meeting ex-

pressed their best wishes for
a bright future. Along with
making Thakur the presi-
dent, gratitude was ex-
pressed to the state presi-
dent and general secretary
that he respected his ac-
tivism, diligence and organi-
zational ability by appoint-
ing a journalist partner of
rural area as the president of
the district.

It is worth mentioning
that since 1994, when the di-
visional conference of the
working journalists union
was held in Bilaspur city,

that is, since 29 years, the
journalists of Masturi re-
gion have been strongly asso-
ciated with the union, they
are active and energetic as
well. Om Prakash Pandey,
Nanku Sahu, Basant Bansal,
Uday Singh Thakur,
Harishankar Pandey, Sanjay
Pandey, Durga Prajapati,
Krishnadev Khatkar,
Krishna Kumar Chandel,
Jagannath Netam,
Suryaprakash Ghritalhare,
Santosh Mishra, Shatrughan
Sahu and other journalists
were present in the meeting.

201 CoBRA Battalion, CRPF
conducts civic action program 

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 28: In the
highly Naxal-affected
areas of Sukma district,
mutual coordination and
trust between the security
forces and the villagers is
now visible.

Abhijeet Singh Rathore
(Deputy Commandant),
Pawan Kumar, under the
direction of Soumitra Roy,
Commandant of 201 Cobra
Battalion at Camp
Chintalnar under the
highly sensitive Naxal-af-
fected police station
Chintalnar area, due to the
establishment of mutual
harmony between the vil-
lagers and the security

forces organized a civic ac-
tion program in the pres-
ence of Badgujar
(Assistant Commandant),
Sub-Inspector Suresh
Singh and Station House
Officer Ishwar Dhruv.

In the camp villagers of
Teemapuram, Badi
Morpalli, Chhoti Morpalli
and other villages were
distributed Sarees, Lungi,
Gamcha, stationery for
children and sports mate-

rial etc. The villagers and
the children were very
happy and cheerful on re-
ceiving this gifts

It is to be known that for
better coordination be-
tween the security forces
and the villagers by the
government, Cobra, CRPF
organizes such events
from time to time. Under
which the necessary mate-
rials are provided to the
villagers.

BJP workers agitate against low quality of manure
Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, May 28:
BJP workers staged a 6-
hour protest at
Manikanchan center num-
ber 3 protesting against
the low quality of manure
being given to the farmers
of the region. The party
workers had allegedly
caught red-handed, some
cooperative workers filling
the sacks with low quality
fertilizer. The sacks in
which soil and cow dung
were being filled were
sacks of earthworm ma-
nure, whose weight was
said to be 30 kg, but in-
stead of 30 kg, weight was
found in each sack rang-
ing from 22 kg to 25 kg.

State coordinator of the
BJP's cooperative-cell
Shashikant Dwivedi

charged that farmers are
being forcibly given soil
and dry dung in the name
of manure. The govern-
ment has made it manda-
tory to take it along with
the fertilizer of the mar-
ket, due to which the farm-
ers are feeling cheated.

Municipal officer
Yemen Devangan, also
found the complaint cor-

rect and instructed
Agriculture Officer
Pramod Verma to take
samples of soil and dry
dung being filled in the
center. Nitin Bakshi, in-
charge of the center, ac-
cepted that the dry cow
dung is lying in the dung
procurement center and
soil got mixed up with the
dung, which is being filled

directly into the sack. He
had to say that due to non-
availability of sack of
super manure, it is being
filled in sack of earth-
worm manure and is
being sold in the society at
the rate of Rs.6/kg.

Deputy engineer and
nodal officer, Kishore
Thakur, said that the ma-
nure containing soil is

being packed, and there is
a disturbance in weighing
too. The BJP demanded
that selling dry cow dung
and soil to the farmers in
the name of manure is
sheer injustice; it should
be closed immediately and
demanded action against
the guilty officers and em-
ployees.

Reports of no lab test, of
manure being done in the
center has also been re-
ported and as per rules,
the samples need to be
tested prior to packaging
and selling. Meanwhile
there are also reports of
disturbances in the name
of women's group, and
money is being disbursed
to the groups, though
records show no group di-
rectly involved in the work
of the Society.

p In village Chintalnar
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Vijay Raj Singh, Nilesh Pandey,
Rinku Sahu

BM Dinesh Singh
Chauhan

One hand pump dug after 75 years but no handle fitted after 5 months

WWhhaatt  vviillllaaggee  ppaanncchhaayyaatt  
sseeccrreettaarryy  ssaayyss

Village Panchayat Dhanora
secretary Salam Khan said, a
proposal has been send to PHE
department for the installation
of hand pump in this village.

Central Chronicle News

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  MMaayy  2288::  Hundreds
of consumers who do not pay
electricity bills are being de-
prived of the benefit of 400
unit's discount. In such a situa-
tion, on behalf of the depart-
ment, they are being motivat-
ed to take advantage of the
scheme by paying the bill. 

If sources are to be believed,
more than 31 thousand con-
sumers have got the benefit of
the discount in the last three
years. Due to this, the burden
of more than 64 crores has
come on the state government.  

It is noteworthy that to pro-
vide relief to the BPL category
consumers, 400 units of elec-
tricity bill waiver scheme has
been started by the state gov-
ernment. Under this, the eligi-
ble consumers have to waive
their bill for consuming up to
400 units of electricity.  

According to information,
there are more than 2 lakh
electricity consumers in the
district, more than 96 thou-

sand consumers are domestic
connection holders. It has been
told that there are 83 thousand
consumers in Dhamtari divi-
sion, who get the benefit of
400 units electricity bill exemp-
tion, but at present hundreds
of beneficiaries who have not
paid the bill for the last three
months have been deprived of
the benefit of the scheme. 

If sources are to be believed,
in the last three years in
Dhamtari district, about 1 lakh
31 thousand 508 electricity
consumers have got the bene-
fit of 400 units of electricity bill
exemption. In lieu of this, an
additional financial burden of
64.96 crores has come on the
State government. 

Consumers deprived of
benefit of exemption

What officer says
"The eligible consumers are

getting the benefit of 400 unit
electricity bill discount.
Consumers are also being mo-
tivated for this."

--  VViivveekk  SShhaarrmmaa  EEEE  CCSSEEBB..

LANGUR FOR MONKEYS

Hindu priest Shashi Kant Sharma feeds langur monkeys during a hot summer day in Pushkar, Saturday.
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Seized 
i Palghar: Police have

arrested two Nigerian
nationals from
Nalasopara in
Maharashtra’s Palghar
district for allegedly
possessing
mephedrone, a banned
drug, worth Rs 11.50
lakh, an official said on
Saturday. The Anti
Narcotics Cell (ANC) of
the Mira Bhayandar-
Vasai Virar (MBVV)
police arrested the duo
on Friday, he said. An
offence was registered
against the two accused
- Austin Omaka (45)
and his accomplice
Joseph Emmanual (36)
- under the Narcotic
Drugs and
Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act
at Tulinj police station,
MBVV police
spokesperson Balram
Palkar said, adding the
both of them hail from
Lagos city of Nigeria.

Man dies
i Thane: A 50-year-old

farmer from a village
near Ambarnath in
Maharashtra’s Thane
district died in a hospi-
tal days after he was al-
legedly attacked while
he was trying to broker
peace between two per-
sons engaged in a quar-
rel, police said on
Saturday. The accused,
Abhimanyu Mahadu
Bhagyawant (50), who
assaulted the victim,
was one of the persons
involved in the quarrel,
an official said, adding
that a case of murder
was registered against
him following the
death of the victim,
Kathod Bhagyawant,
on Friday morning.

Arrested
i Srinagar: A militant

associate was arrested
with arms and ammu-
nition in Baramulla
district of Jammu
and Kashmir, police
said on Saturday.
Security forces on
Friday established a
routine mobile vehi-
cle checkpoint at the
Authoora Bala bridge
in north Kashmir’s
Baramulla. During the
checking, the joint
party intercepted a per-
son whose movement
raised suspicion, a po-
lice official said.

Bhopal, May 28 (PTI):

President Ram Nath
Kovind on Saturday said
India is providing the
most affordable medical
facilities in the world and
people from abroad, espe-
cially the neighbouring
nations, visit the hospitals
in the country to avail the
health care services.

He also said that India is
fast emerging as a medical
tourism hub.

“India has the cheapest
medical facilities in the
world and in the hospitals,
especially in Delhi, people
from neighbouring coun-
tries are found getting
treatment more than the
local patients,” Kovind
said here after inaugurat-

ing ‘Arogya Manthan’, a
conference on the topic
‘One Nation, One Health
System’.

Referring to the coron-
avirus pandemic, Kovind
said an invisible disease
started plaguing the coun-
try two-and-a-half years
back.

“Only one or two per
cent people remained un-
affected by it,” he said.

He praised the country’s
scientists and doctors for
their efforts in developing
a vaccine that saved the
lives of people.

“Hundred years back,
when a pandemic broke
out, it killed crores of peo-
ple at one go. But the situa-
tion has now changed with
the development of vac-
cines,” the president
added.

He said that during his
recent visit to Jamaica
and Saint Vincent, he par-
ticipated in eight func-

tions wherein the leaders
of those countries praised
India for providing vac-
cines against COVID-19 to
them in their hour of
need.

“Prime Minister
Narendra Modi sent 50,000
Covishield vaccine doses
each to Jamaica and St
Vincent free of cost. The
top leaders of both the
countries did not get tired
of praising India for its
humanitarian gesture,” he
said.

President Kovind said
that while he focused on
enhancing the bilateral
ties between India and the
countries he visited, the
leaders there were more
interested in knowing
about India’s medical facil-
ities. “India is fast emerg-
ing as a hub of medical
tourism, where health
care facilities and institu-
tional treatment are avail-
able easily,” he said.

India home to world’s most affordable
health care facilities: Prez

President Ram Nath Kovind with Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan during Arogya Manthan
programme on One Nation-One Health System-Is the Need
of Hour, organised by Arogya Bharti, in Bhopal, Saturday.

Meerut, May 28:

The photograph of a
banner placed outside a
police station in Meerut
forbidding BJP workers
from entering it has gone
viral on social media.

The banner reads “BJP
Karyakartaon Ka Thane
Main Aana Mana Hai”
(BJP workers are forbid-
den from entering the po-
lice station).” The name of
the station house officer of
medical college police sta-
tion is also written below
the note.

Former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Akhilesh
Yadav also shared the pic-
ture and tweeted, “It has
happened for the first time
in five-six years, the people
of ruling party are forbid-

den to enter police station.
This is the state of BJP
government in the state.”

Senior Superintendent
of Police Prabhakar
Chaudhary said, “The
banner was put up by
some unidentified people
in the afternoon. Police
has identified some people

for their alleged involve-
ment in the matter and ac-
tion will be taken against
them.”

The officer added that
minutes before the banner
was put up, two groups
reached the police station
over some old property
dispute.

Banner at UP police station barring BJP workers Punjab Police withdraws security of political leaders
Chandigarh, May 28 (PTI):

The Punjab Police has or-
dered the withdrawal of se-
curity of 424 people, includ-
ing former MLAs,
Jathedars of two Takhts,
heads of Deras, and police
officers.

The additional director
general of police (security),
however, said in an order on
Friday that the security per-
sonnel were “being with-
drawn on a purely tempo-
rary basis in connection
with an emergent law and
order duty”.

Prominent among the
Sikh temporal authorities
to have lost the security
cover is Giani Harpreet
Singh, Jathedar of Takht
Damdama Sahib in
Bathinda. He also holds the

charge of Jathedar of Akal
Takht, the highest temporal
seat of Sikhs.

The security of Giani
Raghbir Singh, Jathedar of
Takht Kesgarh Sahib in
Anandpur Sahib district;
Sant Niranjan Dass, chief of
Dera Sachkhand Ballan in
Jalandhar; Satguru Udhay
Singh Namdhari, Bhaini
Sahib, Ludhiana; Giani
Jagtar Singh, head granthi
at Golden Temple in
Amritsar; Baba Lakha
Singh, Gurdwara Nanaksar
Kaleran wale, Jagraon; and
Sant Tarminder Singh,
Dera chief of Kahna
Dhesian, Goraya in
Jalandhar has also been
withdrawn, as per the order.

Ten personnel deployed
to protect Dera Radha
Soami Satsang Beas, nine of

Dera Divya Jyoti Jagriti
Sansthan, Noormahal and
six to guard Shahi Imam
Punjab, Mohammad Usman
Ludhianvi have also been
withdrawn.

Among MLAs whose se-
curity has been rolled back
are Shiromani Akali Dal
legislator from Majitha seat
Ganieve Kaur Majithia,
Congress MLA from
Jalandhar Cantonment
Pargat Singh and AAP MLA
from Ludhiana North
Madan Lal Bagga. The secu-
rity cover of former
Congress MLAs Kuljit
Singh Nagra, Balwinder
Singh Laddi, Harminder
Gill, Madan Lal Jalalpur,
Surjit Dhiman, Hardial
Kamboj and Sukhpal
Bhullar, former BJP and
SAD legislators Dinesh

Babbu, Sharanjit Singh
Dhillon, Kanwarjit Singh
and Gurpartap Singh
Wadala has also been
dropped.

Former AAP MLAs
Kanwar Sandhu and Jagtar
Singh Jagga have also lost
their security cover. The
personnel deployed to pro-
tect former MLA and BJP
leader Fatehjang Bajwa, for-
mer minister Tikshan Sood
and BJP chief spokesper-
son Anil Sareen have also
been called back.

The security of former
Punjab Vidhan Sabha
Speakers Rana K P Singh
and Nirmal Singh Kahlon,
former deputy speaker
Ajaib Singh Bhatti and for-
mer MP Shamsher Singh
Dullo has also been with-
drawn.

New Delhi, May 28:

Bharatiya Janata Party
president JP Nadda met
party leaders and Union
ministers from the
Scheduled Tribes in a bid
to reach out to the commu-
nity.

Nadda’s meeting with
the party’s tribal leaders as-
sumes importance as states
with substantial tribal pop-

ulation like Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh are
going to polls later this
year.

The other states of
Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
which also have sizeable
number of Scheduled
Tribes will go to polls next
year. Besides Nadda, the
meeting was attended by
BJP’s national general sec-
retary (organisation) B L
Santhosh, party’s central or-
ganiser V Satish, national
general secretary Dilip

Saikia, and Union ministers
Arjun Munda and Faggan
Singh Kulaste.

According to sources, dur-
ing the meeting, Nadda and
Santhosh suggested party
leaders ways to further in-
crease the penetration
among all ST communities
across the country. All BJP
MPs and leaders hailing
from tribal communities
also attended the meeting.

Nadda holds meeting with BJP’s tribal leaders
Kolkata, May 28 (PTI):

West Bengal cabinet’s
nod to a proposal to make
the chief minister the
chancellor of state-run
universities in place of the
governor has evoked a
mixed response from the
teachers’ associations.

Outfits such as JUTA
and WBCUTA have de-

nounced the move and
called for appointing any
renowned academician in
the post, while ABUTA
said the move will make
educational institutions a
hotbed of politics but
WBCUPA, known for its
proximity to the TMC,
said it was necessary due
to the “non-cooperative at-
titude” of Governor

Jagdeep Dhankhar.
Jadavpur University

Teachers’ Association
(JUTA) said in a statement
that the move will in-
crease the “state’s stran-
glehold over universities”.

“This will make the con-
cept of autonomy mooted
by educationists for long
redundant and non-exis-
tent.

Move to make CM state varsities’ 
chancellor evokes mixed response

Uttarakhand home to 12 freshwater
turtle species: ZSI study

Kolkata, May 28 (PTI):

A Zoological Survey of
India (ZSI) study has report-
ed that Uttarakhand is
home to 12 freshwater turtle
species, with more than half
the species globally threat-
ened.

ZSI scientist Dr Archana
Bahuguna reported the di-
versity of the turtles and
tortoises in Uttarakhand
based on extensive surveys
done by her and also report-
ed new records for the area
including Morenia petersi
(Anderson) IUCN status en-
dangered species.

“They are the world’s
most endangered verte-
brates with more than half
the species globally threat-
ened in the IUCN Red List.

They face severe threats
due to pollution, habitat
fragmentation, indiscrimi-
nate hunting for food and
use in traditional Chinese
medicine, Director,
Zoological Survey of India,
Dr Dhriti Banerjee told PTI
on Saturday.

Most of the turtles and
tortoises found in
Uttarakhand have been
identified as endangered by
IUCN Red List and are pro-
tected under the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972,
Banerjee said.

They are also traded to
different parts of world be-
cause of the medicinal
value and ornamental value
of their shell.

Bahuguna, scientist of
Northern Regional centre,
Zoological Survey of India,
along with scientists of
Maaty Biodiversity
Conservation and Societal
Research organization,
Dehradun Dr Ankita
Rajpoot and Dr Ved Kumar
generated the DNA barcode
for species of turtles and
tortoises of Uttarakhand,
Banerjee said.

These species are present
in other parts of India too.

Geographic genetic sig-
nature was also developed
to differentiate them from
the species present in other
parts of the country espe-
cially from Northeast India,
the place noted to be richest
in the diversity of turtles
and tortoises.

This work is useful in the
identification of the species
of seized material of turtles
and tortoises and also in
finding the origin of seized
turtle meat, she said. The
work had been published in
Forensic Science
International: Reports and
is useful for conducting fur-
ther molecular study on
freshwater turtles and tor-
toises, even from preserved
old samples and this base-
line data will be used to gen-
erate more DNA barcodes
for various species of fresh-
water turtles and tortoises,
the ZSI director said.
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UKRAINIAN REFUGEES

Ukrainian refugee Tetyana Dzymik (C), a 38-year-old drawing teacher from a village near
Bucha, poses for a picture along with her children, twins Ivan and Danylo, and baby
Oleksiy, as they stand at the entrance to an NGO tent after crossing the Ukrainian-
Slovakian border into Slovakia at the Vysne Nemecke border crossing, eastern Slovakia.

PM POSES FOR A PICTURE

Denmark’s Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen (R) poses for a picture during a cam-
paign on the Danish EU-defence opt-out referendum, on a pedestrian street in
Holbaek, Denmark. Estimated 4.2 millions Danes are called to vote on June 1, 2022 in a
referendum on overturning its opt-out from the EU defence policy, following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

BRIEF

Freed
Tokyo: Fusako
Shigenobu, who co-
founded the terrorist
group Japanese Red
Army, was released
from prison Saturday
after serving a 20-year
sentence, and apolo-
gised for hurting inno-
cent people. I feel
strongly that I have fi-
nally come out alive,
she said, welcomed by
her daughter and a
crowd of reporters
and supporters in
Tokyo. I have hurt in-
nocent people I did not
know by putting our
struggles first.
Although those were
different times, I
would like to take this
opportunity to apolo-
gise deeply, said
Shigenobu, who wore
a black hat and gray
suit. Shigenobu was
convicted of master-
minding the 1974 siege
of the French
Embassy in the Hague,
the Netherlands.

3 wounded
Chicago: Three peo-
ple were shot and
wounded on Friday in
a suburb west of
Chicago, authorities
said. The Chicago
Police Department
said a man was sitting
in a parked car with a
woman standing by
his driver side window
when both were struck
with gunfire at about
10.15 p.m. in South
Austin, the Chicago
Sun-Times reported.
The man, 34, was shot
twice in the neck and
taken to the hospital in
critical condition, and
the woman, 31, was
shot in the elbow and
in good condition, po-
lice said. A third per-
son, a 32-year-old man,
was driving down the
street when the shoot-
ing occurred and was
also struck by gunfire,
police said. He was
also taken to the hospi-
tal and is in good con-
dition.

Teen killed 
Jerusalem: The
Palestinian Health
Ministry said Israeli
forces shot and killed a
teenager on Friday dur-
ing an operation in a
town near Bethlehem in
the occupied West
Bank. The ministry
identified the slain teen
as Zaid Ghunaim, 15. It
said he was wounded by
Israeli gunfire in the
neck and back and that
doctors failed to save
his life. The death rais-
es to five the number of
Palestinian teenagers
killed during Israeli
military operations in
the West Bank in the
past month. Israeli-
Palestinian violence
has intensified in re-
cent weeks with near-
daily arrest raids in
Palestinian-adminis-
tered areas of the West
Bank and tensions
around a Jerusalem
holy site sacred to both
Muslims and Jews.

Monkeypox
Buenos Aires:
Argentina reported
two cases of the mon-
keypox virus on
Friday in men who
had recently arrived
from Spain, marking
the first time the pres-
ence of the virus has
been confirmed in
Latin America during
this latest outbreak.
Argentina’s health
ministry first con-
firmed a man from
the province of
Buenos Aires who had
traveled to Spain has
monkeypox. Later in
the day, the ministry
said in a statement
that a suspected case
involving a resident of
Spain who had ar-
rived in Argentina
earlier in the week
was also confirmed
positive.

Islamabad, May 28:

Failure of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf leaders to
mobilise enough protesters
during the Azadi March in
Islamabad has caused disap-
pointment to former
Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan.

A Geo News journalist,
Shahzeb Khanzada reveals
that the ousted chairman ex-
pected that a large number
of people would participate
in the long march on their
own as they did when Imran
Khan was ousted through a
no-confidence motion.

The root of Imran Khan’s
anger stems from the fact
that although in Punjab, PTI
holds 83 National Assembly

seats and 158 provincial as-
sembly seats, voters partici-
pated only in Lahore and
that too in low numbers, re-
ported Geo News.

According to the PTI lead-
ers, they were not provided
with sufficient time by the
former prime minister to
prepare before the march to
plan transportation and lo-
gistics. Although they re-
quested Khan to extend the

date for a few days, he re-
fused as he thought that the
Shehbaz Sharif government
would plan on stopping the
march.

Further, apart from sup-
porters from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the PTI does
not have enough supporters
elsewhere who would brave
the police, tear gas or ex-
treme heat, in an effort to
reach the federal capital,
which caused the low partic-
ipation, reported Geo News.

In spite of trying to ex-
plain to the former prime
minister that arriving in
Islamabad without a fixed
date would be a far more po-
tent strategy and that it was
not a good idea to go for a
march without proper plan-

ning, Imran Khan turned a
deaf ear to the requests.
Earlier, the ousted prime
minister held a long protest
march on May 25 against
the present government, de-
manding the dissolution of
the National Assembly and
to conduct the next general
election and invited people
to join in large numbers.

Khan after departing for
Islamabad from the Wali
Interchange in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on
Wednesday afternoon,
asked ‘all Pakistanis’ to
take to the streets in their
respective cities and ap-
pealed to women and chil-
dren to come out of their
homes for ‘real independ-
ence’.

Imran Khan disappointed over low
public participation in Azadi March

United Nations, May 28 (AP):

China and Russia
blocked the UN Security
Council from issuing a
statement on Friday ex-
pressing concern at the
violence and serious hu-
manitarian situation in
Myanmar and the limit-
ed progress on imple-
menting a regional plan
to restore peace to the
strife-torn Southeast
Asian nation, diplomats
said Friday evening.

The council was
briefed virtually behind
closed doors Friday after-
noon by Cambodia’s
Foreign Minister Prak
Sokhonn, the special
envoy for Myanmar for
the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations,
and UN envoy for
Myanmar Noeleen
Heyzer on efforts to re-
solve the crisis in the
country since the

February 1, 2021 military
coup.

When the army ousted
the elected government
of Aung San Suu Kyi, it
claimed with scant evi-
dence that the general
election her party won in
November 2020 in a land-
slide was marred by
widespread fraud.

The coup almost imme-
diately sparked wide-
spread street protests
that security forces tried
to crush, and continuing
widespread resistance to
the army’s takeover has
resulted in what some
UN experts have charac-
terized as a civil war that
is challenging the mili-
tary’s ability to govern.

The proposed British-
drafted press statement,
obtained by The
Associated Press,
stressed the central role
of ASEAN in facilitating
a peaceful solution to the

crisis and reiterated
council members’ calls to
pursue dialogue with all
parties concerned in the
interests of the people of
Myanmar.

However, they ex-
pressed concern at the
limited progress against
the Five Point Consensus
over a year since it was
agreed, and called for
concrete actions to effec-
tively and fully imple-
ment the consensus, the
proposed statement said.

Council diplomats
speaking on condition of
anonymity because nego-
tiations were private,
said China and Russia
objected to parts of the
text.

China’s UN Mission
said it proposed slow
progress rather than lim-
ited progress on the Five
Point Consensus, saying
in a statement that this
wording is factual but

less condescending.
China said it also of-

fered other formulations
that weren’t accepted,
and the penholder —
Britain — simply gave up
negotiating, which it
called very unfortunate,
saying there was only a
slight difference that was
not impossible to over-
come.

The 10-nation ASEAN
group issued the Five
Point Consensus on
Myanmar’s crisis in late
April 2021.

It called for the imme-
diate cessation of vio-
lence, a dialogue among
all concerned parties,
mediation of the dia-
logue process by an
ASEAN special envoy,
provision of humanitari-
an aid through ASEAN
channels, and a visit to
Myanmar by the special
envoy to meet all con-
cerned parties.

Russia and China block UN statement on Myanmar crisisChina’s foreign minister visits
Samoa on Pacific Island trip

Beijing, May 28 (AP):

China’s foreign minis-
ter met with the leaders
of Samoa on Saturday on
the third stop of an is-
land-hopping tour aimed
at deepening China’s ties
with the Pacific Island
nations.

The two sides signed
an economic and techni-
cal cooperation agree-
ment, a handover certifi-
cate for an arts and cul-
ture center and the
Samoa China Friendship
Park, and an exchange of
letters for a fingerprint
laboratory for the police,
a Samoan government
news release said.

Australia and the
United States are closely
watching the 10-day trip
by Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, fearful

that China could be lay-
ing the groundwork for
an eventual military
presence in the region
that would extend its
reach farther into the
Pacific. China says its de-
velopment of economic
and security ties with
Pacific Island nations
doesn’t pose a threat to
others.

Wang, who arrived
from Kiribati on Friday
night and left for Fiji on
Saturday afternoon, met
with Samoan Prime
Minister Fiame Naomi
Mata’afa and paid a cour-
tesy call on head of state
T u i m a l e a l i i f a n o
Va’aletoa Sualauvi II.

His delegation includ-
ed representatives of
China’s Commerce
Ministry and interna-
tional development

agency.
Fiame and Wang dis-

cussed climate change,
the COVID-19 pandemic
and security issues, the
Samoan release said.

It described China as a
key development partner
for Samoa, providing in-
frastructure for health,
education and govern-
ment, human resource
development, sports de-
velopment and technical
assistance in agriculture.

In Fiji, Wang will host
a meeting with Pacific
Island foreign ministers
and hopes to win the en-
dorsement of 10 Pacific
nations for a sweeping
agreement that would
cover everything from se-
curity to fisheries. He
started his trip on
Thursday in the Solomon
Islands.

Islamabad, May 28 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said his government’s
move to increase fuel
prices was necessary to
avoid the country from fac-
ing bankruptcy.

Pakistan on Thursday
increased the prices of pe-
troleum products by Rs 30
per litre. Following the
hike, price of petrol is now
at Rs 179.85, diesel at Rs
174.15, kerosene at Rs
155.95 and light diesel at Rs
148.41.

In his first address to the
nation after assuming
power last month,
Shehbaz talked mostly
about the domestic prob-
lem faced by the govern-
ment.

His main focus was the
relief package for the vul-
nerable groups after the

government increased the
petroleum prices to get an
assistance package from
the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).

The prime minister said
the move to increase fuel
prices was necessary to
avoid Pakistan from fac-
ing bankruptcy.

Shehbaz said the deci-
sion to increase petroleum
prices was tough. We with
a heavy heart increased
prices of petroleum; we
have to take the decision
in a difficult economic sit-

uation. It is due to the in-
credible price hike in pe-
troleum prices in the glob-
al market, he said.

The previous govern-
ment had announced a
subsidy which could not
be supported by the treas-
ury. We took the decision
by preferring the country
on our own interest, he
said.

To mitigate the impact
of the hike in the petrole-
um prices, he announced
a Rs 28 billion per month
relief package to provide
Rs 2,000 per month to
about 14 million families.

These families com-
prise almost 80 million in-
dividuals which is one
third of the total popula-
tion of the country, he
said.

Shhebaz also blamed
the previous government
for the current hike in pe-

troleum as it has commit-
ted with the IMF for this
increase.

You made a deal with
the IMF, not we; you ac-
cepted their tough condi-
tions, not we; you burden
the people with inflation,
not we; you pushed the
country into an economic
puddle, not we , he said.

He also announced
launching consultations
with all political parties
for agreeing on a Charter
of Economy, so that no
government in future
could change the econom-
ic direction of the country.

Justifying the vote of
no-confidence against for-
mer premier Imran Khan,
Shehbaz said the previous
government had de-
stroyed the country. We
changed a corrupt govern-
ment on the demand of
the people, he said.

Fuel price hike was necessary to avoid
bankruptcy, says Pak PM Shehbaz

US: Turkey’s NATO issues with
Sweden, Finland will be fixed

Washington, May 28 (AP):

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said Friday
he’s confident Turkey’s ob-
jections to Finland and
Sweden joining NATO can be
overcome swiftly, possibly in
time for a summit of alliance
leaders at the end of next
month. At a news conference
in Washington with visiting
Finnish Foreign Minister
Pekka Haavisto, Blinken said
the US has no reason to be-
lieve Turkey’s concerns can-
not be addressed. His com-
ments came after Turkey’s
top diplomat said Finland
and Sweden would have to
take concrete steps before
Ankara could support their
membership.

The United States fully
supports Finland and
Sweden joining the alliance
and I continue to be confi-

dent that both will soon be
NATO members, Blinken
said. “We look forward to
being able to call Finland and
Sweden our allies.”

Haavisto said his country
and Sweden had held good
negotiations with the Turks
over their concerns in recent
days and said those discus-
sions would continue with
an eye toward resolving
them before the NATO sum-
mit in Madrid at the end of
June.

We agreed to continue to
those talks, Haavisto said.
We think that these problems
can be solved that Turkey
has been raising. We hope
that some results could be
achieved before the NATO
summit.

Sweden and Finland sub-
mitted their written applica-
tions to join NATO last week.
The move represents one of

the biggest geopolitical rami-
fications of Russia’s war in
Ukraine and could rewrite
Europe’s security map.

The countries’ member-
ship bids require support
from all 30 current NATO
countries, but Turkey, which
commands the second-
largest military in the al-
liance, is objecting to them. It
has cited alleged support for
Kurdish militants whom
Turkey considers terrorists
and restrictions on weapons
sales to Turkey. Earlier
Friday, Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
said the Finnish and
Swedish negotiating delega-
tions had been given docu-
ments detailing Turkey’s
concerns, like information
on terror groups, during
their visit to Turkey this
week. He said Ankara is
awaiting specific answers.

N ot too long ago,

drones were ei-

ther classified as ex-

pensive military

equipment or small

recreational toys.

However, things have

drastically changed

over the last few years

as drones, officially

known as Remotely

Piloted Aerial

Systems (RPAS), have

been found to be a

practical solution for

applications across

several industries.

This change in how

drones are viewed can

be primarily attrib-

uted to their capabili-

ty to generate on-de-

mand digital aerial

data, rapidly, in a cost-

effective manner.

It would be fair to say that
the development, adoption,
and usage of drones are still
at a nascent stage. However,
it is also true that drones are
providing disruptive solu-
tions that are bringing pen-
and-paper operations into
the digital age.

The last few years have
seen drones becoming an in-
tegral part of the operations
of many government and
private establishments, espe-
cially in industry sectors
that had been technological-
ly stagnant due to one reason
or another. Drones are per-
forming dull, dirty, and dan-
gerous jobs in an efficient
and timely manner, and thus
becoming a better alterna-
tive to traditional ways of
working.

Some of the current appli-
cations of drones include
surveillance & security, in-
spection and monitoring of
critical assets, surveying,
and logistics. These applica-
tions are across multiple in-
dustry sectors, such as de-
fence and homeland security,
agriculture, oil & gas, energy
& utilities, telecommunica-
tions, geospatial surveying,
mining, construction, and
transport. The adoption of
drone technology in India in
these sectors has moved
from an initial exploratory
phase to a stage where busi-
nesses are now intent on em-
bracing it as they discover
and appropriately utilize its
scope and potential.

Today, drones in India are
being usedin areas ranging
from monitoring crop health
for precision farming to in-
specting hundreds of kilo-
meters of gas pipelines to

providing border security to
delivering vital healthcare
supplies in time. The govern-
ment of India has been an
early adopter of this technol-
ogy through widespread
usage of drones for digitiz-
ing land records as part of
the SVAMITVA scheme,
mandating the use of drone
surveys in mines and high-
way construction, and pro-
moting Drone Shakti and
Kisan Drone initiatives for
agricultural transformation,
among others. With such a
diverse spectrum of use
cases, it is estimated that the
market for drones and relat-
ed solutions in the country
will grow to over Rs 15,000
crores in the next 3-4 years.

Recognizing the potential
of this emerging and strate-
gic technology sector, the
government has the vision to
make India a global drone
hub by the end of the decade.
With this goal in mind, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
has, starting with the Drone
Rules 2021, introduced a slew
of policies and regulations
to liberalize the manufactur-
ing and operation of drones
in the country.

This is exactly the support
needed by the industry to in-
crease the capability, supply,
and proliferation of drone
technology while also gener-
ating new-age employment
opportunities for the youth
of the country. As the sector
grows, the drone industry
can generate more than
10,000 direct jobs in the near-
term, including drone pilots,
data analysts, hardware and
software developers, and
manufacturing, service & re-
pair technicians.

With a large potential
market, a strong forte in soft-
ware and solution develop-
ment, and a technical work-
force for Drone-as-a-Service
delivery, India has the right
platform and resources to
create and deliver drone-
based solutions at scale.

Opportunities, such as cre-
ating specialized and sand-
boxed test sites in public-pri-
vate partnerships for testing
new drone and counter-
drone technologies and test-
ing complex operations,
such as beyond-visual-line-
of-sight (BVLOS) operation
can accelerate this develop-
ment, as well as attract glob-
al players.

India must also attract a
component manufacturing
ecosystem (batteries, elec-
tric motors, electro-optics,
and sensors) which can be
leveraged to create drone
products and economies of
scale that can compete glob-
ally. Since drones are essen-
tially a mix of mobile
phones and electric vehicles,
steps taken to incentivize
component manufacturing
in these sectors will give a
much-needed boost to drone
manufacturing as well.

The future looks bright for
the drone sector in India.
The next few years are going
to be crucial for scaling the
adoption of drones and the
industry must ensure that it
promotes the use of drones
in a responsible, safe man-
ner, while providing effec-
tive outcomes to the end
users.

-The author is Director 
& Co-Founder,

Asteria Aerospace
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Patenting lies 
These days, the so-called

Gnanvapi mosque in Kashi (Uttar
Pradesh) is currently the top news
with the latest videos and photos
with engrossing facts. The Hindu
side has been making a good claim
for a long time that the Gnanvapi
mosque was an ancient Hindu shrine
and directly supports the claim by its
reference to the Vedas, Upanishadas
and Puranas. The famous Viswanath
temple is a stone's throw away from
the Gnanvapi mosque which was de-
molished by the Muslim rulers, in-
cluding Mughals but was rebuilt/ren-
ovated after each raid. Similarly, the
Gnanvapi mosque was built on the
debris of the then existing 'Sringer
Gauri Matt' by the Mughal Emperor
Aurangzeb in 1669. The issue is sub-
judice in the courts, and we have to
wait till a final verdict is pronounced.
On the other hand, the Muslim side
consisting of some moulanas, moulo-
vis and particularly Asaduddin
Owaisi, AIMIM leader and MP, are up
in arms about validating their claim
for the Gnanvapi mosque being built
as a mosque originally. In their emo-
tional outburst on the TV channels,
the issue has been made the ugliest
debate as to if they have got a
'patent right' for dishing out mis-
truths, irrational logic and even plain
lies. The recorded history has long-
established that during the Muslim
occupation of India cruelties were
meted out to Hindus in many forms
and thousands of Hindu temples
were got demolished and mosques
were built on their debris under the
royal command. Being Indians how
can they speak in support of the bar-
baric acts of the foreign invaders?
The religious loyalty surpassing the
Indian nationality is anti-constitu-
tional and the perpetrators must be
booked under law. In the court-moni-
tored survey report, a stunning reve-
lation has been made that Hindu
deities, Shivling, Nandi and symbols
rose, conch, trident, swastika etc.,
were found. 

PPaannnnaallaall  DDeeyy,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

A mere transfer 
of Dog-Walker

It is a shocking news a senior IAS
officer in the Delhi Government gets
Delhi's Thagraj Stadium emptied in
the evening so that he could walk his
dog on the track and MHA had shown
the sensitive attitude towards the in-
sensitive attitude of IAS officer and
immediately transferred to Leh. We
are aware that in our country it is the
norm for people who are in a position
and they misuse it without caring for
anyone.This episode lays bare the
sense of entitlement of bureaucrats
merely on the basis of passing a exan
but not due to a record of outstanding
performance.And in this episode the
Dog-Walker deserves the exemplary
punishment and not a mere transfer
as the government had done.We are
also aware how the bureaucrats cre-
ated the problems for govt when they
refused to follow the government in-
structions and rather took the side of
West Bengal govt and this tussle took
long time to settle down.Most of the
bureaucrats in the last years of serv-
ice try to get the extension in service
or some adjustments in other depart-
ments and due to this reason they are
ready to do the work outside the
purview of job.Some try to manage
some political parties to get the ticket
for lok sabha or rajya sabha and in
this regard we find some bureaucrats
in the present Parliament
also.Present govt had started the lat-
eral entry to the higher post which
was meant for IAS cadre and the gov-
ernment had received very good re-
sponse and previously for sixty posts
many more times applications were
received.In the last if the attitude of
present IAS cadre did not change
then the government will be com-
pelled to raise the number of posts
through Lateral entry.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RRiicchhaaCChhaaddhhaa
@@RRiicchhaaCChhaaddhhaa

Just watched and loved
RRR the film! No wonder
it's a stupendous success
- scale, music and the
people! Obviously draws
people to the theatres!
Loved Natu!The great
MM Kreem saab.
Congratulations to the

whole team.

AAMMRRUUTTAA  FFAADDNNAAVVIISS
@@ffaaddnnaavviiss__aammrruuttaa

It was an honour to be the keynote speaker
of 'Masterminds' ceremony on agricultural
& food sustainability in the Indian context
at #Cannes2022- #Cannes Film Festival
2022. It was enriching to share thoughts &
ideas with different Nationals at the cere-
mony organised by-Better World.

VViijjaayyGGooeellOOffffiiccee  @@VViijjaayyGGooeellOOffffiiccee

Shri Vijay Goel, Vice Chairman GSDS
met Prof. Eric Godelier, Department
D'Enseignement ECOLE Polytechnique
Paris and Associate Professor Francoise
Chevalier, Management  and Human
Resources Paris in Gandhi Smriti on
May 27, 2022 and interacted with them.

SSaattyyaamm  GGaannddhhii@@
SSaattyyaammGGaannddhhii99

Hampi, the capital city of
Vijayanagara empire and
UNESCO world heritage
site. This place has much
to offer, from the majes-
tic temples and palaces
to the remains of ancient
market streets and royal
pavilions. A must visit

place.

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

This special desk was created for a working mother

OOffffiiccee  ooff  KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu@@RRiijjiijjuuOOffffiiccee

Notary Online Application was launched
today by Hon'ble Union Minister for Law &
Justice Sh. @KirenRijiju in presence of Sh.
@spsinghbaghelpr MoS, Law & Justice. It
connects notaries across India, enables
candidates to apply online & enables
notaries to pay fees using Bharatkosh.

THE country is in the grip of an inflationary spiral re-
sulting in galloping price rise of all essential

goods used by the people. This crushing price burden is making
life exceedingly difficult for the rural and urban poor. The retail
inflation rate stood at 7.8 per cent for May, the highest in the
past eight years; food price inflation surged to 8.38 per cent, the
highest in the past seventeen months; and the wholesale price
index inflation in April rose to  15.08 per cent, the highest level
in the current 2011-12 series. What do these dry statistics mean
for the ordinary people, particularly the poor? In real terms,
this translates into increased prices of atta, vegetables, edible
oils and cooking gas. It means less to eat for the poor and lower
middle class families, cutting out nutritious food for children
and the inability to buy any of the goods necessary for a mini-
mum standard of living. The price of atta, a staple of north
India has increased by 13 per cent over a period of one year
(May 2021-May 2022), milk costs over Rs 50 per litre, cooking oils
are priced around Rs 200 per litre and the seasonal prices of
vegetables have shot up. Inflation means loss of livelihood for
lakhs of people  street vendors and those surviving by running
small businesses. It also hits the small and micro enterprises.
The single biggest factor in the inflationary spiral is the rise in
fuel prices. The central government's policy of steady increase
in central taxes on petrol, diesel and liquefied gas has led to an
unprecedented increase in the price of petrol, diesel and cook-
ing gas. This began much before and the Ukraine war has only
aggravated the situation. Since fuel is a universal intermediate,
the rise in prices of petrol and diesel, have had a cascading ef-
fect on prices of all commodities. It must be underlined that
cesses and surcharges constitute 96 per cent of the central ex-
cise duties of petrol and 94 per cent of diesel. The cruelest hike
is that of cooking gas cylinders with the price of a domestic
14.2 kg cylinder having increased by Rs 431.50 in one year i.e., 76
per cent increase. The commercial 19 kg cylinder price is now
Rs 2,397 i.e., up by 126 per cent. The Modi government has a
shockingly callous attitude to this alarming picture of infla-
tion. On the very day the figures of retail inflation for April
were released, the finance ministry sought to portray as if the
poor are hurt less by higher prices as compared to the rich. In
the monthly economic review report for April it is stated that
'Evidence on consumption patterns further suggests that infla-
tion in India has a lesser impact on low-income strata than on
high-income groups'. The report comes to this conclusion by ar-
guing that the headline retail inflation has varying impact on
different segments of the population namely, the top 20 per
cent, middle 60 per cent and bottom 20 per cent according to
their consumption expenditure. The spuriousness of the con-
clusion can be brought out by one aspect of the analysis. The
monthly economic report cleverly highlights the change in ef-
fective rate of inflation in various consumption classes in rural
and urban areas. Inflation indicates change in price, if in one
year the rate is high for the urban poor and in the following
year it is relatively lower, then the combined impact in terms of
prices would be higher even if the effective inflation rate de-
clines. For instance if the initial price for the urban poor was
100 with a 6.8 per cent increase in the next year it will become
106.8 and then if the effective inflation rate comes down to 5.7
per cent as the report suggests then the effective price at the
end of the third year becomes 112.89 (5.7 per cent over 106.8). So
in year one the price was 100 and in year three it becomes 112.89
and this is the highest increase among all consumption classes
which the report deceptively hides. For other categories the
combined effect is relatively lower, although prices increased
for all the groups and for rural and urban. Hence the urban
poor are the worst hit even if the effective inflation rate de-
clines from 6.8 per cent to 5.7 per cent. The idea that inflation af-
fects the richer people more has to be debunked. Inflation di-
rectly hits people who earn wage incomes and have low savings
to fall back upon and particularly in regard to food inflation
those who are net buyers of food. The rich and the upper mid-
dle classes can hedge the incomes through financial instru-
ments and stock markets where prices move along with the in-
flation rate and hence can protect their income to a large ex-
tent. It is these demands to check price-rise along with the ur-
gent steps to be taken to alleviate the problem of unemploy-
ment that should become the priority agenda for all the Left
and democratic forces. The Left parties have given a call for a
nationwide struggle on these demands between May 25-31.
Such struggles and movements against price-rise and unem-
ployment should be spread and intensified all over the country.

Inflation: A Cruel Attack
on Working People

T he Central Government having sanctioned a whooping
amount of Rs.12000 crore to infuse a new life to the exist-

ing power infrastructure in the UT and to strengthen it by
added and improved transmission and distribution system
shall definitely yield better results . The yearning of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir for decades in a row and under various
successive Governments has been uninterrupted power supply
on 24X7 and 24 hours basis. Intermittent pushes and stimuli to
the power infrastructure mainly of increasing generation ca-
pacity has of course been going on but the mismatch between
the perpetual increase in the demand and more or less constant
supply has on the ground not reflected much of a difference
though a change being there for betterment cannot be equally
denied. The Union Minister of State for Power and Industries
who had been on a visit to the UT having announced about the
package is in confirmation of the earlier announcement about
it which is Rs.6000 crore for each of the two regions of the UT &
Kashmir valley and Jammu division. However, along with the
developmental works on the power infrastructure front , other
reforms in the entire system and to make it a commercial self
sustaining venture too, must go on side by side. If that was not
done , no amount of similar packages would bring any percep-
tible changes on this vital front. Not only , therefore, power
dues must be realised in time and no outstanding allowed to
mount but undesirable activities like forcibly uninstalling and
physically removing smart metres fitted by the PDD as a meas-
ure of bringing in reforms must be treated as cognisable of-
fences and such persons dealt with suitably plus electric supply
too suspended to them. While the Government must feel com-
mitted to arrange uninterrupted power supply , at the same
time undesirable activities to frustrate, and stall fitting of
smart metres and bringing in other reforms must be stopped
forthwith.

Revamping power 
infrastructure 
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Farmers carry harvested paddy as they walk on an agricultural field, at Rupohi village in Nagaon district, Saturday.

Drones: Giving Wings to a Digital India

DDhhaarrmmeennddrraa  PPrraaddhhaann@@ddpprraaddhhaannbbjjpp

Visited the sprawling @FLAME
University campus earlier today, a
university dedicated to liberal arts
education.  Glad to learn that
sports and sportsmanship are an
integral part of the FLAME culture
in line with the NEP 2020.

PADDY HARVESTING

NEEL MEHTA
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BRIEF

Cement price

Chennai: Cement
maker The India
Cements Ltd has
drawn up plans to in-
crease the price of ce-
ment sold per bag by
Rs 55 which would be
implemented in phas-
es from June, a top of-
ficial said on Friday.
The city-headquar-
tered company also
planned to 'monetise
its assets' by selling
some portion of 26,000
sq ft land owned by
the company, which
would be used for re-
payment of debts and
for taking up improve-
ments at its manufac-
turing facilities, India
Cements Vice
Chairman N
Srinivasan said.

Digital currency
Mumbai:Reserve
Bank said it is looking
at pros and cons of in-
troduction of a virtual
currency in the coun-
try and it will adopt a
graded approach for
launching the central
bank digital currency.
Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
while presenting the
Budget 2022-23 had an-
nounced that the cen-
tral bank will launch
an Indian digital cur-
rency. Introduction of
CBDC (Central Bank
Digital Currency) was
announced in the
Union Budget 2022-23
and an appropriate
amendment to the RBI
Act,1934 has been in-
cluded in the Finance
Bill, 2022, RBI said in its
annual report for 2021-
22 released on Friday.
The Finance Bill, 2022
has been enacted,pro-
viding a legal frame-
work for the launch of
CBDC,it said.

Investment 
commitment 

Bengaluru:
Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai  said the State
government has suc-
ceeded in drawing in-
vestment commitment
worth about Rs 65,000
crore with its partici-
pation at the World
Economic Forum Meet
in Davos, Switzerland.
Karnataka is at the
forefront in attracting
investments and the
WEF Meet has proved
to be a "success", he
said, as he asserted
that the State has "not
lost or is not going to
lose" in attracting in-
vestments in the back-
drop of such concerns
citing certain develop-
ments locally.

Interoperable cards
New Delhi: The
Urban Development
Ministry has asked
Metro train operators
to issue National
Common Mobility
Cards (NCMCs) which
can be used for travel-
ling in all forms of
urban transport.
"Some of the Metro
operators have gone
for closed loop card
with specific banks.
So we are asking all
those to reverse that.
In case if they need to
pay back to banks,
they should do it.

NEW SEBI CHAIRPERSON

Chairperson of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) Madhabi Puri Buch
poses for picture at SEBI Bhavan BKC in Mumbai.

Mumbai, May 28:  

Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday pitched for
structural reforms for sus-
tained economic growth
amid rising inflationary
pressure, and asked banks
to remain watchful of pos-
sible slippages in restruc-
tured loans. In its annual
report, RBI also said the
number of Rs 2,000 denom-
ination notes fell to 1.6 per
cent of the total curren-
cies in circulation as on
March 2022 from 2 per cent
in the year-ago period.

The central bank
stressed that the future
path of growth would be
conditioned by addressing
supply-side bottlenecks,
calibrating monetary poli-
cy to bring down inflation
and boosting capital
spending. "Undertaking
structural reforms to im-

prove India's medium-
term growth potential
holds the key to secure
sustained, balanced and
inclusive growth, especial-
ly by helping workers
adapt to the after-effects of
the pandemic by reskilling
and enabling them to
adopt new technologies for
raising productivity," it
said in the chapter on
'Assessment and
Prospects'.

The escalation of geopo-
litical tensions into war
from late February 2022
has delivered a brutal
blow to the world economy,
battered as it has been
through 2021 by multiple
waves of the pandemic,
supply chain and logistics
disruptions, elevated infla-
tion and bouts of financial
market turbulence, trig-
gered by diverging paths of
monetary policy normali-

sation, it added. "... the im-
mediate impact of geopo-
litical aftershocks is on in-
flation, with close to three-
fourths of the consumer
price index at risk. The el-
evation in international
prices of crude, metals
and fertilisers has trans-
lated into a term of trade
shock that has widened
trade and current account
deficits," the report said.
Due to the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine war, global com-
modity prices have moved
northwards as supply
lines have been severely
impacted leading to a rise
in worldwide inflation.

On the price situation,
the report said there is a
risk of high Wholesale
Price Inflation (WPI) put-
ting pressure on the retail
inflation, albeit with a lag.
RBI said the cost-push
pressures from high in-

dustrial raw material
prices, transportation
costs and global logistics,
and supply chain bottle-
necks continue to impinge
on core inflation. "The sub-
stantial wedge between
wholesale and retail price
inflation amidst a sharp
rise in manufactured prod-
ucts' inflation poses the
risk of a possible pass
through of input cost pres-
sures to retail inflation
with a lag, although slack
in the economy is muting
the pass-through," the cen-
tral bank noted. To control
spiralling prices, the gov-
ernment recently cut ex-
cise duty on petrol and
diesel and also waived im-
port duty on some raw ma-
terials used in the steel
and plastic industry.
Besides, export duty was
hiked on iron ore and iron
pellets.

RBI pitches for structural reforms;
flags inflationary pressure New Delhi, May 28: 

Union Minister for
Education, Skill
Development and
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Saturday visited bp's Global
Business Services Centre in
Pune as he looked to get the
first-hand experience of
digitisation efforts by the
UK oil major. During his
visit, Pradhan interacted
with leadership and em-
ployees at the centre, bp
said in a statement. Varsha
Singh, Vice-President and
Head, bp India Pune centre,
said, "It was a privilege to
host Minister Pradhan at
our Pune centre today.

We are delighted that he
interacted with our employ-
ees and was present with us
to see the centre we set up in
the middle of the pandemic.
"The centre draws upon dig-
ital talent and skills which
are critical in solving com-
plex business problems for

bp globally as it pivots itself
from an international oil
company to an internation-
al energy company."
Launched in 2021, the bp-
owned and operated centre
aims to provide business
processing and advanced
analytics capabilities in
support of bp businesses
worldwide and is expected
to employ around 2,000 staff.

The centre in India seeks
to further extend its work
with analytics and data sci-
ence capabilities to pursue
better business outcomes.
Co-located within bp's
major global business serv-
ices (GBS) operations cen-

tre in Pune is also a Digital
Hub that aims to create,
grow and deliver a range of
digital solutions to help
transform bp's core opera-
tions, extend its customer
interfaces and support new
and emerging business
models. Operational since
July 2021, with an initial
headcount of up to 100 digi-
tal engineering, data, infor-
mation security and design
specialists, its teams have
the technical depth and ca-
pability to explore, experi-
ment, develop and execute
digital solutions. The centre
has been conferred with the
coveted LEED (Leadership
in Energy and Environment
Design) Gold certification,
reinforcing bp's commit-
ment towards sustainabili-
ty, right from water and en-
ergy conservation to sus-
tainable material and re-
sources used, ensuring an
optimal indoor environ-
ment quality for its people,
the statement said.

Pradhan visits bp’s Global
Business Services Centre in Pune

New Delhi, May 28: 

Dairy major GCMMF,
which markets its prod-
ucts under Amul brand,
on Saturday announced
entry into organic food
market with the launch of
organic wheat flour. The
first product launched in
this portfolio is "Amul
Organic Whole Wheat
Atta", Gujarat Cooperative
Milk Marketing
Federation Ltd (GCMMF)
said in a statement.
Further, Amul will be
launching products like
moong daal, tur daal,
chana daal and basmati
rice in its organic portfo-
lio. The production of
Amul organic atta is being
done at state-of-the-art pro-
cessing facility, Tribhuvan
Das Patel Mogar Food
Complex. The product
goes through a thorough
procedure of lab testing

multiple times to make
sure that the product is as
per organic standard laid
down by Government of
India, it said. R S Sodhi ,
MD, GCMMF, said the co-
operative is in the process
of developing a pool of or-
ganic farmers and repli-
cate their existing milk
model in the organic
sourcing. This will in-
crease the income of or-
ganic farmers and will
lead to overall democrati-
sation of the organic food

industry. Currently, the
major challenge for the
farmers is unavailability
of market linkage for or-
ganic products and high
cost of organic testing fa-
cilities, the statement said.
Therefore, along with cre-
ation of market linkage
for organic farmers, Amul
is in process of setting up
organic testing laborato-
ries at 5 locations across
India.

The first lab is being es-
tablished at the Amul Fed
Dairy in Ahmedabad.
GCMMF said the prime
objective of launching or-
ganic wheat flour is to help
its customers embark on a
mission to a more sustain-
able and healthy lifestyle.
Amul organic atta will be
launched at Amul
Parlours and leading retail
stores across Gujarat ini-
tially from the first week
of June.

Amul makes foray into organic food industry

New Delhi, May 28:  

TVS Motor Company
on Friday said it has
launched a limited edi-
tion of HLX 125 Gold and
HLX 150
Gold bikes
in Kenya.
The com-
pany has
introduced
the two edi-
tions to
c o m m e m o -
rate over two million unit
sales milestone achieved
by the HLX series. "Kenya
is an important market for
us. Most two-wheelers in
Kenya double up as boda
boda and delivery vehi-
cles, customers always
look for long-lasting and
durable products," TVS
Motor Company's Head of
International Business H

G Rahul Nayak said in a
statement. The HLX brand
has consistently catered to

these evolv-
ing mobility
needs backed
by a wide
service net-
work with
trained me-
c h a n i c s
and spare
parts sup-
port, set-
ting a

b e n c h -
mark for

superior customer experi-
ence and quality in the
African countries, he
added. "We are thrilled to
introduce the two celebra-
tory limited editions of
TVS HLX in Kenya with
multiple first-in-segment
attributes for our valued
customers.

New Delhi, May 28:  

The government on
Saturday said it will devel-
op a framework to keep a
check on fake reviews post-
ed on e-commerce websites
to protect consumer inter-
est. The consumer affairs
ministry along with the
Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI)
held a virtual meeting on
Friday with stakeholders,
including e-commerce enti-
ties, to discuss the magni-
tude of fake reviews on
their platforms. Fake re-
views mislead consumers
into buying online products
and services.

According to an official
statement, the Department
of Consumer Affairs
(DoCA) will develop these

frameworks after studying
the present mechanism
being followed by the e-com-
merce entities in India and
best practices available
globally. Consumer forums,
law universities, lawyers,
FICCI, CII and consumer
rights activists, among oth-
ers, participated in the
meeting to discuss the mag-
nitude of the problem and
roadmap ahead for fake re-
views on websites.

Since e-commerce in-
volves a virtual shopping
experience without any op-
portunity to physically
view or examine the prod-
uct, consumers heavily rely
on reviews posted on plat-
forms to see the opinion
and experience of users
who have already pur-
chased the good or service.

TVS Motor launches limited
edition of HLX bike range

Centre to develop framework
to check fake reviews on 

e-commerce websites

New Delhi, May 28: 

American electric car-
maker Tesla, which has
been seeking reduction in
import duties to sell its ve-
hicles in India, will not
manufacture its products
locally unless it is allowed
to first sell and service its
cars in the country, compa-
ny founder and chief exec-
utive Elon Musk has said.
In a tweet responding to a
user asking about Tesla
setting up a manufactur-
ing plant in India, he said,
"Tesla will not put a manu-
facturing plant in any lo-
cation where we are not al-
lowed first to sell & service
cars." Last month, Union
Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari had said if Tesla
was ready to manufacture
its electric vehicles in
India then there was 'no
problem' but the company

must not import cars from
China. In August last year,
Musk had said Tesla may
set up a manufacturing
unit in India if it first suc-
ceeds with imported vehi-
cles in the country. He had
said Tesla wanted to
launch its vehicles in
India "but import duties
are the highest in the
world by far of any large
country!" Currently, India
imposes 100 per cent im-
port duty on fully import-
ed cars with CIF (Cost,
Insurance and Freight)
value more than USD
40,000 and 60 per cent on
those costing less than the
amount.

Tesla won’t manufacture
in India: Musk

̈ Unless allowed to
sell, service cars

Mumbai, May 28: 

Nuvoco Vistas Corp.
Ltd., a leading building
materialsCompany in
India, today announced its
audited financial results
for the quarter and year
endedMarch 31, 2022.
Nuvoco Vistas is the fifth-
largest cement company
in India, in terms of capac-
ity, with a combined in-
stalled capacity of over 23
MTPA.

The consolidated ce-
ment sales volume for the
Company improved by
31% QoQ to 5.5 MnT in Q4
FY22. Consolidated rev-
enue from operations dur-
ing the same period im-
proved by 35% QoQ to
Rs.2,930 crores whilecon-

solidated EBITDA in-
creased by 83% QoQ to
Rs.440 crores.

Consolidated revenue
from operationsimproved
by 24% YoY to Rs. 9,318
crores for the year ended
March 31, 2022.
Consolidated EBITDA and
PAT during FY22 stood at
Rs. 1,539 crores and Rs. 32
crores respectively.
Consolidated net debt of
the Company declined by
Rs. 431 crores in Q4 FY22
and Rs.1,666 crores in FY22
to Rs. 5,064 crores.

The company stays com-
mitted to its sustainability
initiatives by mainly focus-
ing on increasing the con-
sumption of alternative
fuel, healthy share of
blended cement, and con-

serving natural resources
through efficient Waste
Heat Recovery systems,
making a positive impact
on the environment and
maximizing the value cre-
ation for its stakeholders.

Commenting on the fi-
nancial results, Mr.
J a y a k u m a r
Krishnaswamy, Managing
Director, Nuvoco Vistas
Corp. Ltd. said, “FY22 was
an exceptionally challeng-
ing year. Several crises
such as – the resurgence of
COVID-19 pandemic, sand
unavailability and infla-
tionary pressure –
havenegatively impacted
the industry. In the mean-
time, we continued to focus
on internal levers and op-
erational efficiencies.

NUVOCO Vistas consolidated revenues
improved 35% QoQ in Q4 FY22 

Mumbai, May 28:  

Reliance General
Insurance Company Ltd.
(RGICL), one of India’s
leading Private General
Insurance Companies,
launches the most flexible
and customisable health
insurance policy –
Reliance Health Gain. The
policy offers customers an
opportunity to design
their health insurance pol-
icy by choosing features as
per their need and paying
only for what they choose.
RGICL has brought out
three different plans - Plus,
Power and Prime – and an
array of features to facili-
tate customisation of poli-
cy for each customer. With
this launch, Reliance
General aims to address
the evolving and unique
medical needs of modern-
day customers of all age
groups.

Reliance Health Gain
comes loaded with 38 in-
dustry leading features

like Double Cover that pro-
vides twice the amount of
sum-insured to be used
during same claim;
Unlimited reinstatement
to restore the base sum in-
sured amount as many
times as it gets exhausted
during a policy year;
Guaranteed Cumulative
Bonus, that protects loss of
cumulative bonus post
claim; or the benefit to re-
duce Pre-Existing disease
waiting period from 3
years to 2 or even 1 year.
With many more such ben-
efits, the product has been
designed keeping in mind
the modern health-insur-
ance consumer.

Excited about the
launch, Rakesh Jain, the
Chief Executive Officer,
RGICL, said,
“Consideration towards
health insurance has seen
a rapid surge as an after-
math of the pandemic, peo-
ple are more aware about
modern treatments and
rising healthcare costs.

Reliance General Insurance
introduces ‘Health Gain’

Adani Group’s drone
division exploring two

revenue models similar
to tractor industry

New Delhi, May 28:  

The Adani Group's com-
mercial drones division is
exploring two revenue mod-
els -- dealer-based and serv-
ice-based -- while keeping
its primary focus on the
agriculture sector, a top offi-
cial of the conglomerate
said on Saturday. In a deal-
er-based model, the equip-
ment is sold directly to the
customer. In a service-based
model, the equipment is
provided for various servic-
es for a fee in partnership
with a local entrepreneur
or an institution. The trac-
tor industry uses both these
sales models. "We are ex-
ploring both models -- deal-
er-based model and service-
based model.

New Delhi, May 28:  

India is fast-tracking ne-
gotiations for proposed free
trade agreements with cer-
tain developed countries
like the UK as well as with
the European Union, and
maybe by this year end, the
government would be able
to give a final shape to few
of these pacts, minister of
state for commerce and in-
dustry Anupriya Patel
said. She also expressed
hope that the trade pact
with Australia would be op-
erationalised "very soon".

India has already imple-
mented a trade agreement
with the UAE, and "we are
fast-tracking our FTAs
(Free Trade Agreements)
with lot of other developed
countries like the UK, and
the EU and maybe by this
year end, we would be able
to give a final shape to few
of these," she said while
launching the Indian
Business Portal of ex-

porters' body FIEO here.
The minister added that
these agreements will cre-
ate better opportunities for
domestic businesses.

The portal is a B2B digi-
tal marketplace to empow-
er SME (Small and
Medium Enterprise) ex-
porters, artisans and farm-
ers to identify new markets
for their products and grow
their sales globally. The
minister said that the por-
tal will address issues like
digitising exporters, sup-
porting MSMEs (Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises) and encourag-

ing greater exports of
products made in India. It
is witnessed during the
pandemic that online plat-
forms such as e-commerce
have shown immense po-
tential in supporting mil-
lions of businesses to sus-
tain themselves, she said.
Speaking at the function,
Santosh Kumar Sarangi,
Director General of
Foreign Trade, said that
tech-enabled governance
will play a key role in deter-
mining India's growth and
competitiveness. A
Sakthivel, president, FIEO
(Federation of Indian
Export Organisations),
said that the platform will
empower SME exporters to
identify new markets for
their products and grow
their sales with new buy-
ers. Khalid Khan, vice pres-
ident, FIEO, said that the
portal would act as an in-
ternational trade hub for
Indian exporters and for-
eign buyers.

India is fast-tracking FTAs
with UK, EU: Patel

&TV artists’ secret
talents revealed

C
elebrities live under a microscope,
yet they still manage to keep se-
crets from the audience. As it is al-

ways fascination for their fans to
know more about their favourite
celebs, we bring forth some hidden

or secret talents of &TV artists like
Vidisha Srivastava (Anita Bhabi,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai), Siddharth
Arora (Mahadev, Baal Shiv), Kamna
Pathak (Rajesh Singh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and Pawan Singh
(Zafar Ali Mirza, Aur Bhai Kya
Chal Raha hai?).

Vidisha Srivastava aka Anita
Bhabi in &TV’s Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai, shares, “I truly appreciate all
the praises I have been receiving for
my acting prowess in the show. But not
many know that I am an avid dancer, es-
pecially performing classical dance
forms is my forte. During my school
days, I used to be a stage performer. My
passion for dance led me to learn
Bharatnatyam and Kathak. In fact,
learning these dance forms has also
helped me hone my skills to express ef-
ficaciously and become a better actor.
Whenever I get time out of my hectic

schedule, I ensure that I dance and rejuve-
nate.”

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00 pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai? at 9:30 pm, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm, airing every Monday
to Friday only on &TV

Akshay Kumar: 
I have done almost

650 songs in my career

B
ollywood star Akshay
Kumar reveals on
'DID L'il Masters 5'

how he has done almost 650
songs in his career of 30
years and feels really old now
after watching the perform-
ances by the contestants. He
said that he never wants to
retire and will come back
on 'DID' when he completes
50 years in the industry to
promote his movies.

Akshay Kumar along
with former Miss World

turned actor Manushi
Chillar are coming on
the dance based reality
show to promote their

movie, 'Prithviraj'. He said: "It's been 30
years since I started my career, and I don't

know how these years have passed. I have
done more than 650 songs in my career,
and I don't ever want to retire. These kids
have performed so many songs, I feel very
emotional right now." "Today after this
act I feel like I have become old, and I
should retire. But I will not, I want to
work till they shoot me down, I will not re-
tire so soon. I would like to tell everyone
that there is nothing more important
than working, everyone should work," he
added. He continued: "I believe that peo-
ple who get the opportunity to work are
very lucky. When I complete 50 years in
the industry, I will be back on DID and I
will say the same thing that I don't want
to retire." Bollywood actress Sonali
Bendre, popular TV actress Mouni Roy
and choreographer Remo D'Souza are
among the panel of judges on 'DID Li'l
Masters Season 5'. It airs on Zee TV.

ACROSS

1. Slam

5. Save up

10. Maybe yes, maybe no

14. Take a coat off

15. Restorative

16. Word on a sign on the lawn, perhaps

17. Short break for the breadwinner

19. Offshore

20. Monogram of Dr. Jekyll's creator

21. Repose

22. Puck's worker

24. Talk of the Gaelic

25. Bird with brilliant colors

26. Consummate

29. Window or wall opening

32. Some game

33. Loren's husband

34. Displayed fear

35. Venomous snakes

36. Faint from surprise

37. Cargo platform

38. Year in St. Evaristus' papacy

39. Kind of paper

40. Coeur d'___, Idaho

41. Firedogs

43. Refrained from punishing

44. Rifles

45. Sportscaster Gowdy

46. Raid site

48. Singer Tennille

49. Curative waters

52. Rajah's consort

53. Reason to slow down

56. Temptation location

57. Silent star, Bara

58. Chrysler Building style

59. Ovid's existence

60. Oscar winner Spacek

61. Pull a switch

DOWN

1. Inscription of Caesar's time
2. Burglar's take
3. Author of "Topaz"
4. Sleuth in pulp fiction
5. Finally
6. Pad type
7. One of the Windsors
8. Oft-bracketed word
9. Composer of "Godspell"
10. Prophetic OT book
11. Productive one, to the boss
12. Take a powder
13. Kind of book
18. Typeface extensions
23. Start of a play
24. They may be ringing

25. Billing period
26. Ropemaking fiber
27. Bow application
28. Express trains
29. Tires (with "out")
30. "I Believe" singer
31. Wrapped up
33. Schemata
36. Public demonstrations
37. Bedframe crosspiece
39. Pirate potable
40. Showery time
42. Bottle in a first aid kit
43. Blue law subject
45. Many college students
46. Emancipate
47. Dangerous dosages
48. Ball-bearing items
49. Merganser's kin
50. Variety of type
51. Surmounting
54. Key letter
55. Some cards and tags
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It's an uphill struggle today! However,
the heavens are on your side, and you
will be saved from being swindled.
Otherwise, it's an eventful day at
work. You may initiate big business
deals and new projects as well. It will
take all your energy, and you may hit
the deck early.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You could swing both ways today!
Fortunately, this alludes to nothing more sin-
ister than the mix of the introvert and the
extrovert that you are. So, between a quiet
evening out by yourself at a classical music
concert, or performing on the dance floor at
the local disc — take your pick.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You will find some decisions difficult to
make, but be intent and resolute.
Emotions may put you off the rail, but
once you have resolved, don't stray from
it. Besides, you to learn to endure set-
backs maturely.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may face conflicts on the personal
front and find your thoughts leaning
towards aggression today. There is a possi-
bility of suffering losses due to loved ones.
Exercise restraint in arguments with rela-
tives and siblings.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A crucial social event at home is on the
anvil, and it will demand most of your
attention. Intense business negotia-
tions, which were going on for a long
time, will come to a logical conclusion.
The results are likely to be stacked in
your favour. This, coupled with after-
office parties, will ease out the stress.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Your strange and unconventional behaviour
doesn't always go down well with many
people. If you think you are different, and
maybe even better than others, it is advis-
able that you keep it under the wraps. The
reason being that most people may not be
able to understand you. Some may even
feel intimidated by you.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A good deed is never wasted.
Remember this as today, you shall find
yourself in the incredible position of
being of invaluable assistance to some-
one in need, says Ganesha. So lend out
that helping hand and be assured that
your generosity will not be forgotten. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You will begin your journey on the long,
hard road to success. Hard work will be
the key to any progress that you make.
Avoid short cuts, and all the toil and trou-
ble will pay off with rich returns as recog-
nition and rewards will come your way.
You may let a few opportunities fly past
because of fear of taking risks.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today promises a definite sense of
pride and joy from children who bring
home glory. Fiscal gains are also on
the cards, and you may consider it
worthwhile to put your money into
lucrative businesses. Money-lenders
and stockbrokers are likely to make
handsome earnings on this charming
and enchanting day.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your entrepreneurship today will reflect a
lot of your creativity and artistic sense.
Romantic diversions will bring you
immense pleasure in the afternoon. Have
your close friends over in the evening and
spend some quality time, says Ganesha.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Today will be a day for introspection, as you
try and find the root causes of your prob-
lems. However, the job is only half-done the
rest will depend on the initiatives you may
take to implement possible solutions to
your problems. Overall, a day spent ponder-
ing. But act fast.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Some people do backbreaking work
throughout their life, and still don't taste
the sweet taste of success. While in your
case, success will be easy as pie. You are
already loaded with work and some new
projects – assignments will be added to
that, today.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Deepika shares
heartwarming
‘Period Story’ to

raise awareness

A
head of the World Menstrual
Hygiene Day, Bollywood star
Deepika Padukone, who is the

member of jury for the 75th edition of
Cannes Film Festival, shared her
'Period Story' in a short film in order
to raise awareness and overcome the
menstruation taboo.

In the special video, Deepika can be
seen recollecting her childhood story
of being educated about the period
even before her school started men-
strual education.

The actress, in the video,
says: "I will never forget this
moment where my best
friend (Divya) and I were
sat down by both of our
mothers and her mom
took charge of guiding
us about periods - from
explaining 'what periods
are' to 'why it happens'."

"I am really grateful for
how she took us through
this conversation with extreme
comfort, empathy, and patience. I
look back on it as one of the most
notable moments while growing
up, and I wish to spread the word
across the world in a similar man-
ner", the "Chennai Express" star
added. The 'Period Story' is a spe-
cial video by fem-tech brand Nua.

Ravi Ramachandran, Founder,
and CEO, Nua, in a statement,
called it "a conversation that
does not deserve a hushed tone.
For children, be it girls or boys,
parents need to start the con-
versation with them early and
slowly so that their under-
standing can be built before
puberty hits".

"It is also essen-
tial that as you
build their knowl-
edge on the topic,
you guide them
through it with
utmost comfort
and patience so
that they never
take it as an un-
comfortable topic."

S
amantha Ruth Prabhu, who
was trolled by an unknown
Twitter user, gracefully blunt-

ed the offensive remark aimed at
her.

Samantha has now responded
forcefully to a social media troll
who made an offensive remark
about her. Under one of
Samantha's recent tweets, a neti-
zen commented, "She's (Sam) is
going to end up dying alone with
cats and dogs." The actress was
quick to respond, calmly and ef-
fectively shutting down the

troll. "I'd consider myself lucky,"
Samantha's response reads. After
the 'Kushi' lady responded with a
sarcastic retort, the netizen quickly
deleted the tweet.

Samantha is one of the few
celebrities who aren't afraid to
speak out against unwelcome social
media trolls. She recently wrapped
the first schedule of her highly-an-
ticipated film 'Kushi,' in which she
co-stars with Vijay Deverakonda.
Her other films, 'Yashoda,' and
'Shakuntalam,' will be released by
the end of the year.

I will consider
myself lucky to die
alone: Samantha

G
ear up as Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s home-

grown kids singing reality
show ‘Superstar Singer 2’
is all set to take the view-
ers on a musical roller
coaster ride with its
dhamakedar episodes this
weekend. Adding ‘char
chand’ to the Saturday
episode will be the most
celebrated singers – Udit
Narayan and Anuradha
Paudwal, who will be grac-
ing the stage for the ‘90
song of the 90s’ special; a
melodious celebration of
the 90s golden era of
music along with a beauti-
ful celebration saluting
the spirits of the
‘Housewives of India’ in
Sunday’s episode.
Definitely a fun musical
treat for all!

The special guests will
be seen enjoying some of
the finest singing from
Superstars Singer 2’s ‘Best
Bache Ever’ like Diamond
Mani, Pranjal Biswas,
Aryananda, Saiysha and
Mohd. Faiz amongst oth-
ers; blowing the minds of
the audience and judges,
Alka Yagnik, Javed Ali
and Himesh Reshammiya.

Giving a beautiful per-
formance on the 90 iconic
songs of the 90’s, the super-
star contestants will take
you back to 90s golden and
magical era of music.
Making Saturday’s
episode extra special will
be the surprise perform-
ance by host Aditya
Narayan on the song ‘Akele
Hum Akele Tum’ dedicat-

ed to his father Udit
Narayan after he present-
ed his granddaughter
Tvisha’s photograph, mak-
ing everyone go ‘Awww!
Adding a sweet twist to the
song, instead of singing
the line ‘Oh, I love you
daddy’ Aditya will sing
‘Oh, I love you Daadu’ on
behalf of his daughter
Tvisha to his grandfather
Udit Narayan. Also, con-
testant Aryananda truly
impressed Anuradha
Paudwal with her beauti-
ful performance on the
song ‘Dil Hain Ki Manta
Nahi’, Bahut Pyaar Karte
Hain’ and ‘Hogaya Tujko
Toh Pyaar’ to which
Anuradha ji will be seen
telling her that ‘You are a
truly one take artist of the
show and you are pitch
perfect’.

Superstar Singer 2 celebrates 90’s golden era of music 
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Jakarta, May 28 (PTI):

The Indian men's hock-
ey team scored two fantas-
tic field goals to beat Japan
2-1 in its first Super 4
league match and avenge
its loss in the pool stage of
the Asia Cup here on
Saturday.

The defending champi-
ons, who lost 2-5 against
Japan in the pool stage,
scored two eye-catching
field goals through
Manjeet (8th minute) and
Pawan Rajbhar (35th) to
register a narrow win.

Japan's lone goal came
from a penalty corner
through Takuma Niwa in
the 18th minute.

Japan threatened India
initially and secured a
penalty corner as early as
in the opening minute but
the Indians thwarted the
danger. The Indians grew
in confidence and got their
footing as the match pro-
gressed.

It was a moment of bril-
liance from Manjeet that
handed India the lead. He
made a brilliant solo run
down the left flank after re-
ceiving a pass from Pawan
Rajbhar and used 3D skills
to perfection to beat
Takashi Yoshikawa under
the Japanese bar.

Maninder Singh earned
India a penalty corner in
the 13th minute but Nilam
Sanjeep Xess' effort was
saved by the Japanese de-
fence. As was the case in
the first quarter, the
Japanese started the sec-

ond 15 minutes on a prom-
ising note and secured a
penalty corner in the 18th
minute from which
Takuma Niwas scored
from a rebound after Ken
Nagayoshi's initial flick
was saved by Indian goal-

keeper Karkera. Pepped
up by the goal, Japan con-
tinued to put pressure on
the Indian defence and
earned two more penalty
corners, which the Indian
defence kept at bay.

Minutes later, Karthi

Selvam missed a golden
chance as he failed to get
past Japanese goalie
Yoshikawa from one-one-
one situation. Rajbhar re-
stored India's lead five
minutes into the second
half, slotting home from
close range after being set
up by Uttam Singh's bril-
liant stick work.

Five minutes later, India
conceded another penalty
corner but the Japanese
failed to capitalise on the
chance.

Trailing by a goal, the
Japanese mounted relent-
less pressure on the Indian
citadel but the Birendra
Lakra-led backline stood
firm to keep their lead in-
tact. Just three minutes
from the final hooter,
Japan secured a penalty
corner but the Indians de-
fended in numbers to reg-
ister the win. India will
play Malaysia in their next
Super 4 stage match on
Sunday.

Meanwhile, in the other
Super 4 match of the day,
South Korea and Malaysia
played out a 2-2 draw.

In the Super 4s, India,
Japan, South Korea and
Malaysia will play each
other once with the top
two teams progressing to
the final.

ASIA CUP HOCKEY 

India beat Japan 2-1 in
first Super 4 league match

Ahmedabad, May 28 (PTI):

Two leaders, who are
minefields of talent in
their own right, one team
that has made a mockery
of all betting odds and the
other trying to complete a
cycle that started 15 sum-
mers back, IPL final be-
tween Gujarat Titans and
Rajasthan Royals is about
this and much more.

When IPL started over
two months back, nobody
would have believed that
two captains walking out
for toss in the title clash
will be Hardik Pandya
and Sanju Samson.

'Remember the Titans',
a 2000 Hollywood film
headlined by Denzel
Washington is considered
one of the best sports
films on the proverbial un-
derdog story, which al-
ways has a capital.

It is not known if Titans
skipper Hardik has
watched it but for him and
head coach Ashish Nehra,
this journey of two
months has been nothing
short of spectacular. They
have made a lot of people
eat a humble pie because
many, including experts,
termed them a team of no-
hopers post auction.

A team that looked like
a rag-tag outfit with only a
few good players like
David Miller, considered

past their sell by date, or
one-match wonders like
Rahul Tewatia, it didn't re-
ally look good on paper.

But then you wouldn't
call cricket a "game of glo-
rious uncertainties" if
everything would be de-
cided on paper. A fit-again
Hardik took to leadership
like fish takes to water
and showed the way with
his performances and the
reason why he will always
be an asset for Indian
cricket.

Miller, who played his
best cricket at least five
years back, showed his 2.0
version that stunned one
and all. Tewatia showed
that those five sixes in
Sharjah wasn't a mere
flash in the pan.

Rashid Khan knew that
he would be read well, so
he became all the more
p a r s i m o n i o u s .
Wriddhiman Saha after
Rahul Dravid's hard-talk
had reached a dead-end in
his career but got a new
lease of life and at least
one more season to look
forward to.

Gujarat as a state has
not been known for its
sporting exploits.

It produced players like
Parthiv Patel or one of
India's greatest ever pac-
ers in Jasprit Bumrah but
just like Tamil Nadu
never had an emotional

connect with a team be-
fore CSK appeared in the
horizon, same is the case
with Gujarat.

Come Sunday, expect a
partisan and vociferous
crowd to chant "Aava De"
and that's the impact that
Titans have had on their
fans. History will always
throw examples that
sporting teams bind a
community and perhaps
Titans can strike that
chord with the Gujaratis.

For Titans, if this is
about carving a niche in-
front of home crowd,
Rajasthan would like to do
it for someone, who would
be watching up from the
stars. Shane Warne --
Rajasthan's forever first
Royal had used the IPL
stage in its inception year
to show Australian cricket
establishment what Ian
Chappell had always
maintained : "Shane
Warne was the best cap-
tain Australia never had".

With the Ravindra
Jadejas, Dinesh
Salunkhes, Swapnil
Asnodkars and Niraj
Patels, Warne had guided
tournament's then cheap-
est team to victory.

Thirteen summers have
gone but there is no
Warne in flesh and blood
to watch his beloved team
complete a cycle of life
and sport.

‘Titans’ of Gujarat brace
up for ‘Royal’ fight from

Rajasthan’s rockstars

Mumbai, May 28 (PTI):

Virat Kohli can consider
taking a break, freshen up
his mind and work on a
few things, feels former
Australian speedster Brett
Lee, a year after struggling
to look beyond the Indian
when it came to the best
batter in recent years.

Kohli's mediocre cam-
paign in the IPL-15 ended
after Royal Challengers
Bangalore's seven-wicket
defeat by Rajasthan Royals
in the second qualifier in
Ahmedabad on Friday.

"Do I say it is a concern,
I do. I would like him
(Kohli) to be scoring more
runs of course," Lee told
PTI on Saturday when
asked about Kohli's pro-
longed lean patch.

Kohli, who hasn't scored
an international hundred
for nearly three years, is
battling his career's worst
slump, having managed
341 runs in 16 IPL games at
a below-par average of
22.73. In the ongoing IPL,
he opened the RCB in-

nings in most games.
In the second qualifier,

Kohli chased a fast, rising
delivery from pacer
Prasidh Krishna, which
was wide outside the off-
stump, to give a simple
catch to Rajasthan Royals
skipper Sanju Samson be-
hind the stumps.

"The hardest thing is
when Virat Kohli doesn't
score runs, generally the
team doesn't do well.
When we see Kohli had
that purple patch, when he
got 800-900 runs in that
season (IPL 2016) his team
(Royal Challengers
Bangalore) fared pretty
well. We want more from
Kohli.

Lee says Kohli can take
a break from cricket

Paris, May 28 (PTI):

The never-say-die spirit
was at work as Rohan
Bopanna and Matwe
Middelkoop saved five
match points to knock out
Mate Pavic and Nikol
Mektic, the reigning
Wimbledon champions,
from the Roland Garros,
here on Saturday.

Bopanna's serve was as
venomous as it has been
throughout his career and
his volleys too were as
sharp as ever while his
Dutch partner showed ex-
emplary calm under pres-
sure in an edge-of-the-seat
action in the men's dou-
bles third round.

A break of serve early in
the third set put them at a
disadvantageous position
but there was no dearth of
spirit or class from
Bopanna and Middelkoop,
who eventually prevailed
6-7 (5) 7-6(3) 7-6 (10) in two
hours and 32 minutes.

Bopana, thus, matched
his best performance at
the clay court major by

reaching the quarterfi-
nals, having done it four
times in the past.

After annexing a set
each, the pair of Mektic
and Pavic got a break
chance straight away in
the opening game of the
decisive third set when
Middlekoop fired a fore-
hand long at 30-all.

Middelkoop put a terrif-
ic first serve in but Mektic
found a solid return which
the Dutch could not put
across the net, his back-
hand kissing the net.

Mektic had no trouble

whatsoever in making it 2-
0 with a comfortable hold.
Bopanna held his own and
left-hander Pavic too
stayed solid on his serve as
the second seeds were now
leading 3-1.

Bopanna made a back-
hand error, close to the net
when Middelkoop served
at 30-30 to be down by an-
other breakpoint but they
saved that and the next
one too.

They eventually held
with Bopanna finishing
the game by dispatching a
backhand volley.

Bopanna, Middelkoop knock out 
Wimbledon champions from Roland Garros

Ahmedabad, May 28 (PTI):

The risk-free tactic used
by opposition batters has
helped Rashid Khan de-
ploy a defensive game-plan
of trying to hold one end
up while allowing the
bowler at the other end go
for the kill.

In his fifth IPL season,
Rashid is no longer an un-

known entity and the bat-
ters across franchises are
trying to see off his overs
while trying to go after
other bowlers in Gujarat
Titans line-up.

While an economy rate
of 6.73 in 15 games is very
impressive, Rashid is cur-
rently ninth in the overall
list with 18 wickets.

"My mindset wasn't any
different in play-offs. The
energy and the thought
process is the same
throughout. But teams are
playing it safe against me.
So, I am trying to keep it
tight and that increases
the chance of picking up
wickets by the bowler at
the other end," the Afghan
spinner said ahead of
Sunday's final. For him,
hitting one particular area
is key.

"Irrespective of whether
it is a league game or
knockouts, my mindset is
to bowl in a certain area
and I don't try anything
differently. My objective is
to build pressure," Rashid
said at the pre-final press
conference.

I am trying to hold one end
up and let bowler from other

end attack: Rashid Khan

Ahmedabad, May 28 (PTI):

A change in mindset
while facing spinners has
played a big part in his suc-
cess in the ongoing Indian
Premier League, believes
Gujarat Titans batter David
Miller.

Miller has been the sec-
ond highest run-scorer for
GT with 449 runs from 15
matches, with an unbeaten
94 being his highest score.
Skipper Hardik Pandya
leads the chart with 453

runs from 14 games. And
the South African said the
hardwork he had put in at
the nets paid rich divi-
dends. "It has been a good
season for me against spin.
It has been something that I
have worked hard on. I have
never really felt that I strug-
gled against spin, but it is
an area I had to improve,"
Miller said during the pre-
match press conference
ahead of their IPL final
against Rajasthan Royals
here on Sunday. "...I have

changed my mindset
against spin. I have
changed one or two things. I
feel like it is just about mak-
ing sure, especially in T20
cricket, that I am looking to
score every ball. "If there is
a bad ball at least I am in a
good position to put it away.
It creates a bit of pressure
on the bowler. So that is one
of the things mentally I
have tried to improve," he
added. Miller said playing
all the matches for GT has
been a confidence booster
for him. "This season (I am)
batting a bit higher. I am
batting at five. I have man-
aged to bat from the start of
the season and play all the
games, so it has been enjoy-
able that I am not in and out
(of the team).

"I have managed to build
something the whole sea-
son and keep my confi-
dence growing," he said.

"I have been backed all
the way. Playing all the
games allows a player to set-
tle down and really not
worry about selection. I am
loving being part of this
successful team," added
Miller, who has been play-
ing in the IPL for 12 years.

Change in mindset against spinners
key to IPL 2022 success: Miller

Paris, May 28 (AP):

No. 5 Rafael Nadal
moved into the fourth
round at Roland Garros by
beating Botic van de
Zandschulp 6-3, 6-2, 6-4.

The 13-time champion
said it was the best of his
three wins this week, at
least up until Van de
Zandschulp crept back
into the third set. Nadal in
his on-court interview
said he was disappointed
to miss a break point that
would have put him up 5-0.

Nadal's 301st win at
Grand Slams means he
will face ninth-seeded
Felix Auger-Aliassime for
a spot in the quarterfinals.

The Canadian advanced
by beating Filip
Krajinovic 7-6 (3), 7-6 (2), 7-
5. A French Open player
has been fined 10,000 by
the tournament after she
threw her racket and it
bounced off the clay and
into the stands during a
match.

Irina-Camelia Begu, a
31-year-old Romanian who
is ranked 63rd, was cited
for unsportsmanlike con-
duct during the third set of
her victory against 30th-
seeded Ekaterina
Alexandrova in the second
round at Court 13.

The match was
Thursday. The fine was an-
nounced Friday.

Nadal joins Djokovic
in 4th round

Watch Gavaskar’s videos
to learn how to counter

fearsome pacers despite
short height: Miandad

Karachi, May 28 (PTI):

Their on-field banter, some-
times playful and at other
times bitter, was a part of
Indo-Pak cricketing folklore
but when it came to respect,
Javed Miandad always had the
highest regards for Sunil
Gavaskar's unflappable tem-
perament and near-perfect
technique against fastest
bowlers of his time.
Miandad feels that current
players should watch video
clips of Gavaskar's batting to
know how he tackled some of
the world's most fearsome
fast bowlers like Michael
Holding, Andy Roberts,
Malcolm Marshall, Imran
Khan, Richard Hadlee, Dennis
Lillee among others.
"It was amazing that given his
short height, how well he
played all over the world. His
consistency and performances
are remarkable," Miandad said
in a video released by the
Pakistan Cricket Board.
Miandad believes that
Gavaskar's immaculate
defence and balance while
standing at barely 5 feet 5
inches against hefty fast
bowlers are lessons that can
be learnt.

New Delhi, May 28 (PTI): 

The CBI questioned
Lok Sabha MP Karti
Chidambaram for the
third consecutive day
on Saturday in con-
nection with its probe
into the alleged Rs 50-
lakh bribery for is-

suance of 263 project visas
to Chinese workers in-
volved in the construction
of the Talwandi Sabo
power project in 2011, offi-
cials said.

He arrived at the CBI
headquarters early in the
morning to face the investi-
gation team. The question-
ing is likely to continue
throughout the day with a
lunch break, they said The
CBI is questioning Karti
Chidambaram since

Thursday in the 11-year old
case which the Congress
leader has termed as "most
bogus" and a result of "po-
litical vendetta". The case

is of 2011 when his father P
Chidambaram was the
Union Home Minister. The
CBI had registered an FIR
on May 14 against Karti
and others over allegations
of a Rs 50-lakh bribe being
paid to him and his close
associate S
Bhaskararaman by a top
executive of Vedanta group
company Talwandi Sabo
Power Ltd (TSPL) for re-is-
suance of Project Visa for
263 Chinese workers, the
CBI FIR said. TSPL was set-
ting up a power plant in
Punjab. Projects visas were
a special type of visas in-
troduced in 2010 for the
power and steel sector, de-
tailed guidelines for which
were issued during P
Chidambaram's tenure as
Union home minister.

‘Sena backstabbed Hindutva, Maha’
Thane, May 28 (PTI): 

BJP national secretary
Sunil Deodhar on
Saturday said his party
had never approached the
Shiv Sena for an alliance
but the latter stabbed its
long-time ally in the back
post the 2019 Maharashtra
Assembly polls and hence
had no right to speak on
Hindutva.

Addressing an event
here to mark the birth an-
niversary of Hindutva
ideologue Veer Savarkar,
he said the Hindutva of
Sena founder Bal
Thackeray was inspira-
tional and current party
head and Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray must
take note of it.

"The BJP never went to
the Shiv Sena for an al-
liance. The Shiv Sena at-
tacks from behind and
backstabbed Maharashtra

and Hindutva. They have
no right to speak on
Hindutva," Deodhar said
in a reference to Uddhav
Thackeray joining hands
with the Congress and
NCP to form government
in Maharashtra.

Speaking on 'Savarkar's
Political Struggle', which
was the topic of the event,
he said the Hindutva of

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah was
inspired from the
thoughts and actions of
Savarkar.

The 'Hinduizing' of poli-
tics, as envisaged by
Savarkar, had now begun
from Uttar Pradesh in the
true sense, he said, adding
that a series of develop-
ments like the Ram
Mandir construction,
scrapping of Article 370,
the Citizenship
Amendment Act etc were
underway before the
COVID-19 pandemic
brought it to a halt.

He said some miscon-
ceptions had been spread
about Savarkar over the
years, but such attempts
are now on the wane, and
gradually society was get-
ting to know his towering
qualities, including patri-
otism.

Odisha woman launches
online campaign 

Sambalpur (Odisha), May 28 (PTI): 

An LLM student in
Odisha's Sambalpur town
has launched an online
campaign demanding
paid leave for women em-
ployed in both govern-
ment and private sectors
during periods.

R a n j e e t a
Priyadarshini, who has
earlier worked in the
heavy metal industry, has
urged Union Labour and
Employment Minister
Bhupender Yadav for
granting the provision to
the women employees,
who constitute nearly a
third of the total work-
force in the country.

She has also submitted

a petition to state Labour
and Employment
Minister Sushant Singh
in this regard.

"Discomfort from hav-
ing to work during peri-
ods remains unnoticed. I
demand equal respect for
men and women, because
a third of the workforce
continues to work under
physical and mental pres-
sure during menstrua-
tion," she told PTI on
World Menstrual Hygiene
Day on Saturday.

"We have been demand-
ing just one day of paid
leave in a month for peri-
ods as 99 per cent of
women encounter maxi-
mum pain for 24 hours,"
Priyadarshini said.

Push of a button changes lives, menstrual hygiene in J’khand
Balsiring (Jharkhand), May 28 (PTI): 

The push of a button
meant a different kind of
freedom for Savitri Tigga,
11, of Hulhundu on the out-
skirts of Ranchi, barely 20
km from the tribal state's
capital. As Savitri (name
changed) inserted a rupee
coin and pressed the button
of the newly-installed vend-
ing machine in her village,
her face lit up as it dis-
pensed a sanitary napkin.

Despite the proximity to
the mining boom town of
Ranchi, Savitri, till now,
had little or no knowledge
of how to cope with a men-
strual cycle, turning her al-
ready burdened childhood
into a nightmare, as she
bled in the solitary confines

of her hut, bewildered by
the changes which were
happening to her body.

Sangini, an initiative
taken by the Old Boys'
Association of the famed
Netarhat Vidyalaya, has set
up vending machines to
dispense sanitary pads, in
50 desperately poor villages
in Jharkhand and neigh-
bouring Bihar to help girls
have a healthier life with
uninterrupted schooling.

"I can now afford to buy
these napkins... I can study
now... I can buy my pencils
and erasers as well. I will
not leave my studies,"
Savitri told this reporter,
holding her napkin shyly
in her hand.

Lack of understanding
of menstrual hygiene and

lack of access to simple
necessities such as a sani-
tary pad in their villages
is one of the main reasons
for girls to drop out of
schools in Jharkhand,

where some 42.16 per cent
of the population live
below the poverty line.

Seema Toppo, 12, Neeta
Tigga, 15, Sani Horo, 12,
Neelmani Kongari, 14, and

Anju Oraon, 14, (names
changed) all narrated sim-
ilar horror stories of how
their mothers and they
used sand, ash, rags and
plastic to deal with men-
struation, often contract-
ing infection.

Most of the girls said
they used to prefer living
in the confines of their
huts during the menstrual
cycle period out of embar-
rassment, losing out on
school and normal life in
the process. Most did not
know of sanitary napkins,
and those who did could
not afford a trip to a town
chemist or the price of a
napkin.

The brainchild behind
the Sangini initiative,
NOBA GSR (Netarhat Old

Boys' Association Global
Social Responsibility) ad-
visory member Om
Prakash Choudhary told
PTI: "Late last year a col-
lege-going girl who still
studies at BHU in Varanasi
had come to NOBA GSR
and requested for a dona-
tion so that she could dis-
tribute sanitary napkins in
slum areas.

"She did it for three
months and we supported
her. Later we realised that
actually, this model is nei-
ther scalable nor sustain-
able." However, Choudhary
said that as he "read about
the girls that drop out of
school at a young age (be-
cause of lack of access to
sanitary napkins), it just
broke my heart".

‘You'll be voting CM, not just MLA’
Dehradun, May 28 (PTI): 

As Champawat goes to
bypoll on May 31, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday urged the peo-
ple in the assembly con-
stituency to vote over-
whelmingly in favour of
Pushkar Singh Dhami,
saying they were "elect-
ing a chief minister and
not just an MLA".

BJP's Kailash Gehtori,
who had won from this
constituency in the
February assembly polls,
later vacated his seat to
make way for Dhami after
the two-term MLA lost
from his stronghold
Khatima.

"For the first time since
it became a district in
1997, Chamapwat has got
an opportunity to elect a
chief minister and not
just an MLA. You should
not waste this opportuni-

ty. I appeal to you to
vote overwhelming-
ly in favour of the
youthful leadership
of Pushkar Singh
Dhami for the rapid
development of the
area," Adityanath
said at an election
rally in Tanakpur to
drum up support for
Dhami.

"It is Champawat's
fortune that a chief
minister's election is
in its hands. It is a
chance for
Champawat to lead
from the front in
Uttarakhand's devel-
opment journey," he
said. Adityanath praised
Gehtori for vacating his
seat saying it showed his
farsightedness.

"Under the young and
energetic leadership of
Dhami, all the state's aspi-
rations regarding em-
ployment generation and

tourism development to
its full potential are going
to be fulfilled," the Uttar
Pradesh chief minister
said.

Accompanied by
Dhami, Gehtori and the
state's BJP president
Madan Kaushik,

Adityanth also held a
roadshow in Tanakpur to
campaign for his
Uttarakhand counterpart
for the crucial
Champawat bypoll, which
will decide Dhami's fu-
ture as the chief minister.

Though the BJP record-
ed a big victory in
Uttarakhand assembly
polls in February, win-
ning 47 out of a total of 70
assembly seats, Dhami
lost from Khatima - a seat
he had won in 2012 and
2017 assembly polls.

However, the BJP re-
posed faith in him and
made him the chief min-
ister for a second term.
Winning an assembly
seat and becoming a
member of the House
within six months of
being sworn in as the
chief minister is a consti-
tutional requirement that
Dhami needs to fulfil to
continue in office.

Demands paid leave during periods
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Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram arrives at
the CBI headquarters for
questioning in an alleged
scam pertaining to is-
suance of visas for Chinese
nationals, in New Delhi,
Saturday. 

Sunil Deodhar
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Students take part in an awareness rally on Menstrual Hygiene Day, in Guwahati, Saturday.

AWARENESS RALLY

A youngster cools himself under a tubewell on a hot summer day on the outskirts of Amritsar, Saturday. 

KEEPING COLD

Yogi Adityanath

FROM NIGHTMARE TO FREEDOM

Students of Santosh College of Teachers Training &
Education use a vending machine to collect sanitary pads
at Balsiring village, in Ranchi, Saturday.

‘Purchase of agri land converted 
to residential use not against law’

Bengaluru, May 28 (PTI): 

The purchase of
land after it is con-
verted from agricul-
tural to residential
use does not contra-
vene the provisions of

the Karnataka Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prohibition of
Transfer of Certain Lands)
Act, the Karnataka High
Court has said. It upheld as
valid the purchase of three
acres of land by the
Tibetan Children's Village
in Sheshagirihalli village
in Ramangara, which was
originally a grant land,
after the land had been con-
verted for residential use.

Agricultural land grant-
ed to SC/ST cannot be
transferred as per the said
Act. Giriyappa was grant-
ed the land in 1978. He
transferred the land to T
Prasanna Gowda in 1996.
The latter converted the
land use under Karnataka

Land Reforms Act (KLR
Act) and then transferred
it to the Tibetan Children's
Village, a registered
Society.

The heirs of Giriyappa
challenged the transfer of
land in 2006. The Assistant
Commissioner ruled in
favour of the Society, but
the Deputy Commissioner
set aside the AC's order
and allowed the restora-
tion of the land in favour
of the heirs of Giriyappa.
This was challenged in the
High Court by the Society.

The High Court bench of
Justice B M Shyam Prasad
in its order on May 23, al-
lowed the petition and
ruled in favour of the
Society.

The HC noted that a full
bench had earlier ruled
(Sri Munnaiah vs Deputy
Commissioner) in 2021,
once the permission for
conversion is granted
under Section 95(2) of the
KLR Act, the land loses its

nature of being an agricul-
tural land and therefore re-
striction under Section 4(2)
of the PTCL Act would no
longer be applicable.

The HC said that in view
of the observation made
by its full bench in the ear-
lier case, the petitioner
must succeed on this
ground. Further, the court
noted that a similar chal-
lenge to the Tibetan
Children's Village's pur-
chase of the adjacent lands
on similar grounds had
also failed.

Delay in filing the case
also came to the aid of
Tibetan Children's Village.

The first sale deed is in
the year 1996 and the pro-
ceedings are initiated 10
years later which would be
an unreasonable delay in
the absence of necessary
explanation and in the cir-
cumstances of the case.
The petitioner must suc-
ceed even on this ground,
the HC said.
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Tributes paid to
Amir Chand

JJaammmmuu,,  MMaayy
2288::  Head
priest at the
revered Mata
Vaishno Devi
Shrine Amir
Chand had
passed away
at his resi-
dence in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Reasi district on May 21, offi-
cials said. The 85-year-old
‘Pratham Pujari’ apparently died
of a heart attack at his Katra
residence, the officials said. 

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, who is also the chairman
of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board (SMVDSB), ex-
pressed his grief over the
priest’s death. The 10th day pro-
gramme is scheduled on May 30
at Raghunath temple here. 

Further other programme
are on May 31 at late priest’s
residence. A condolence meet-
ing is scheduled on June 03 be-
tween 11:00 am and 1 pm at his
residence, informs DIG Central
Sector CRPF Lucknow Sunil
Kumar.

̈ CChhiieeff  pprriieesstt  ooff  MMaattaa
VVaaiisshhnnoo  DDeevvii

CBI questions Karti for
3rd consecutive day

Navy chief reviews
passing out parade 

Kannur, May 28 (PTI): 

The passing out parade
of 250 cadets of the Indian
Navy and Indian Coast
Guard was held at
Ezhimala Naval Academy
here on Saturday. Indian
Navy chief Admiral R
Hari Kumar reviewed the
parade of the trainees
comprising 30 women and
seven foreign cadets.

The Navy chief award-
ed medals to the meritori-
ous midshipmen and
cadets on completion of
the Ceremonial Review.
The 'President's Gold
Medal' for the Indian
Naval Academy B Tech
course was awarded to

M i d s h i p m a n
Suseendranathan Aditya,
Navy said in a release. The
successful trainees
marched with their gleam-
ing swords and rifles held
in salute, past the
Academy's Quarterdeck,
in slow march, to the tra-
ditional notes of 'Auld
Lang Syne' - the poignant
farewell tune played by
armed forces around the
world when bidding adieu
to colleagues and com-
rades, for their 'Antim Pag'
or final step at the Indian
Naval Academy. The for-
eign cadets are from
friendly nations including
Indonesia, Bangladesh,
Maldives and Sri Lanka.

At Ezhimala Naval Academy
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New Delhi, May 28: 

The ministry of electron-
ics and IT (MeitY) has is-
sued a draft National Data
Governance Framework to
mobilise non-personal data
of citizens for use by both
public and private entities
to improve services.

The draft policy proposes
the launch of a non-person-
al data based India datasets
program and addresses the
methods and rules to en-
sure that non-personal and
anonymised data from both
government and private en-
tities are safely accessible
by the research and innova-
tion ecosystem. Minister of
State for Electronics and IT
Rajeev Chandrasekhar said

the National Data
Governance Framework is
of interest for artificial in-
telligence (AI) startups, AI
research entities and gov-
ernment departments.

'Its imp piece of policy
framework thats being de-
vlopd to catalyze #India's $1
Trillion #DigitalEconomy
(sic),' he tweeted.

Asking stakeholders to
comment on the draft
framework, the minister
said the National Data
Governance Framework
will also accelerate digital
government and digitisa-
tion of government with
common standards, rules
and guidelines for data stor-
age and management
across all departments.

The draft said during the
COVID-19 pandemic, digital
governance played a big
part in India's resilient re-
sponse to the pandemic and
its impact on lives, liveli-
hoods and the economy.

In the post-COVID era,
digitisation of government
is accelerating faster and
data generation is also in-
creasing exponentially
which can be used in turn
to improve citizens' experi-
ence and engagement with
the government and gover-
nance as a 'Digital Nagrik'.

The digital government
data is currently managed,
stored and accessed in dif-
fering and inconsistent
ways across different gov-
ernment entities, thus at-

tenuating the efficacy of
data-driven governance,
and preventing an innova-
tive ecosystem of data sci-
ence, analytics and AI from
emerging to its full poten-
tial, the draft said.

'The power of this data
must be harnessed for more
effective Digital
Government, public good
and innovation, thus re-
quiring a National Data
Governance Framework
Policy (NDGFP),' the draft
said. The proposed policy
will be applicable to all gov-
ernment departments and
entities and rules and stan-
dards prescribed will cover
all data collected and being
managed by any govern-
ment entity.

Probe
SShhiilllloonngg:: Meghalaya
Chief Minister Conrad K
Sangma said the Indian
Institute of Technology
Guwahati (IITG) will audit
the collapse of a steel
dome from atop the
under-construction
Assembly building. The
High Powered Committee
of the Assembly had
decided to entrust a third
party institution to con-
duct an audit and investi-
gate into the incident.

Seized 
BBhhaawwaanniippaattnnaa:: Ten inter-
state smugglers were
arrested after 427 kg of
cannabis worth around Rs
17 lakh was seized from
them in Odisha's
Kalahandi district, police
said on Saturday. Acting
on a tip-off, police inter-
cepted a pickup truck at
Jaipatna on Friday. The
vehicle was being escort-
ed by people riding an
SUV and a motorcycle, an
officer said.

Removed 
JJaammmmuu:: Four special
police officers were
removed from service
after a departmental
inquiry found them hav-
ing links with cattle
smugglers in Ramban dis-
trict of Jammu and
Kashmir, officials said on
Saturday. Ramban Senior
Superintendent of Police
Mohita Sharma ordered
the disengagement of the
SPOs -- Fulail Singh, Ajeet
Singh, Satish Singh and
Mohd Ayoub alias
'Mundri' -- from service
with immediate effect for
their involvement in
bovine smuggling.

Penalised 
NNooiiddaa:: Challans have
been issued against more
than 5,000 vehicle drivers
and motorists in a week
across Noida and Greater
Noida for flouting traffic
rules and road safety
norms, the Gautam
Buddh Nagar police said
on Saturday. The action
was taken between May
19 and 27 on instructions
of Police Commissioner
Alok Singh following
directions from Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath for
increasing road safety
and reducing encroach-
ment in public spaces,
the officials said.
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Tourists hold umbrellas as they
walk inside the premises of the Taj

Mahal on a hot summer day, in
Agra, Saturday. 
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Rajkot, May 28 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Saturday said that in the
last eight years, his gov-
ernment made an honest
attempt to build the India
that Mahatma Gandhi and
Sardar Patel dreamt of,
and added that it worked
to protect the dignity of
the poor during this peri-
od.

Modi, who completed
eight years in office as
prime minister on May 26,
also said that he did not

spare any effort in serving
the country and did not in-
dulge in anything that

would make the people of
the country hang their
heads in shame.

He was addressing a
gathering after inaugurat-
ing a 200-bed multi-special-
ty hospital in Atkot town
of Gujarat's Rajkot dis-
trict. During his speech,
he gave an account of the
work his government car-
ried out in the last eight
years.

"I have spared no effort
in the service to the nation
in the last eight years. I
have neither allowed, nor
personally not done any
work that will make you or
even a single person of
India hang their head in
shame. In the last eight

years, we have made an
honest attempt to build the
India of Mahatma Gandhi
and Sardar Patel's dream,"
he said.

"Mahatma Gandhi
wanted an India in which
the poor, Dalits, adivasi
and women are empow-
ered, where cleanliness
and health are part of life,
where economy is based
on swadeshi (local) solu-
tions," Modi said, adding
that his government has
worked for all this.

In the last eight years,
pucca houses were provid-
ed to over three crore fami-
lies; 10 crore families were
saved from the ignominy
of open defecation (by way

of constructing toilets),
nine crore women were
saved from the adverse im-
pact of smoke (by provid-
ing LPG connections);
electricity connections
were provided to 2.5 crore
families and tap water
connections were given to
six crore families; over 50
crore people are covered to
get free treatment (under
PMJAy insurance
scheme), Modi said.

"These are not just fig-
ures, but this is a proof of
our commitment to pro-
vide dignity to the poor of
the country. In the last
eight years, my govern-
ment has worked for the
uplift of the poor," he said.

Sukma, May 28: 

A hardcore Naxal carry-
ing a reward of Rs 1 lakh on
his head was arrested,
while three lower-rung
cadres surrendered before
the police in  Sukma dis-
trict, an official said on
Saturday.

Naxal militia command-
er Sodi Deva alias Prakash
was apprehended from the
jungles of Palodi village
under Kistaram police sta-
tion limits during a search
operation on Friday, the of-
ficial said. Deva was in-
volved in the 2013 Naxal-po-
lice encounter, in which two

jawans were killed, and the
abduction of an employee
of a construction firm and
firing on a police party in
the district in 2017, he said.
The militia commander

was carrying a bounty of
Rs 1 lakh on his head, he
added.

Meanwhile, three lower-
rung Naxal cadres Madvi
Masa, Gonche Deva and
Madvi Mada surrendered
before the police on Friday,
he said. Masa was a former
security guard of the senior
Naxal cadre Ganesh Uike
and a supply team member,
while the other two ultras
were militia members in
the outlawed movement,
the official said. The sur-
rendered ultras were disap-
pointed with the hollow
Maoist ideology and im-
pressed with the district po-
lice's rehabilitation drive
'Puna Narkom', which
translates to new dawn, he
said.

Ambikapur, May 28: 

Two minor sisters
drowned in a pond at a vil-
lage in Surguja district,
police said on Saturday.

The bodies of the girls,
identified as Divya Tirki
(8) and her sister Sushila
(7), natives of Diwaliya vil-
lage in Udaipur area, were
found floating in the pond
on Friday, said Manoj
Singh, Station House
Officer (SHO) of Kadma
police chowki. Surguja, a
neighbouring district of
Korba, is located around
300 km away from capital
Raipur. "As per the prelim-
inary information, the two
girls, daughters of
Bandhan Singh, had gone
to attend a wedding cere-
mony along with their
family members on May
26. In the evening, the fam-
ily members returned
home, but the two girls
who accompanied them

were found missing," he
said. Initially, Singh
thought his daughters
might have gone to play
along with other children,
but when they did not
reach home till night, a
search was launched for
them, he said.

Jaipur, May 28 (PTI): 

The bodies of five mem-
bers of a family, including
a newborn baby, were
found in a well in the
Dudu area here on
Saturday with the police
suspecting it to be a case of
suicide. They used to live
in Meeno ka Mohalla.
They had left home on the
pretext of going to a mar-

ket on May 25, the police
said. After they failed to
return home, their family
members put up missing
posters at different loca-
tions and lodged a missing
complaint with the police,
they said.

"The bodies have been
fished out and post-
mortem examination is
underway, SHO, Dudu,
Chetaram said.

New Delhi, May 28 (PTI): 

Aviation regulator DGCA
on Saturday said it has im-
posed a fine of Rs 5 lakh on
IndiGo airline for denying
boarding to a specially abled
child at Ranchi airport on
May 7.

IndiGo had on May 9 said
the boy was denied permis-
sion to board the Ranchi-
Hyderabad flight as he was
visibly in panic. After the
boy was prohibited from
boarding, his parents also
decided not to enter the
plane. The regulator said in
order to avoid such situa-
tions in the future, it would
revisit its own regulations,
making it mandatory for
airlines to take the airport

doctor's written opinion on
the health of a passenger be-
fore making a decision to
deny boarding. Moreover,
the Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) said
the new regulations would
make sure that there is also
a written consultation with
the captain of the aircraft
for his or her opinion on al-
lowing such a passenger on
board. The DGCA had on
May 9 formed a three-mem-
ber team to investigate the
May 7 incident.

The regulator on
Saturday said, "It has been
observed that the handling
of the special child by the
Indigo ground staff was de-
ficient and ended up exacer-
bating the situation."

Govt issues draft rules for pvt use of people’s data

Fake helicopter
tickets

Jammu, May 28 (PTI): 

Seven persons allegedly
involved in selling fake helicop-
ter tickets to Mata Vaishno Devi
pilgrims were charge-sheeted
on Saturday in a court in Reasi
district of Jammu and Kashmir,
police said. While four of the
accused were arrested from
Rajasthan in March, three were
held from Bihar in May during
the investigation into com-
plaints regarding duping of pil-
grims who were sold online
fake helicopter tickets for the
journey from Katra to the hill
shrine. As many as fake web-
sites were also identified and
blocked during the investigation
of the cases, a police
spokesman said.

Two minor sisters
drown in village pond

As per the preliminary infor-
mation, the two girls, daugh-
ters of Bandhan Singh, had
gone to attend a wedding cer-
emony along with their family
members on May 26. In the
evening, the family members
returned home, but the two
girls who accompanied them
were found missing. Initially,
Singh thought his daughters
might have gone to play along
with other children, but when
they did not reach home till
night, a search was launched
for them. The next day, their
bodies were found floating in
the village pond.

About the mishap

MASS SUICIDE

Five members of family
found dead in well 

8 YEARS OF NDA GOVT 

‘Have done nothing that would shame citizens’
̈ Spared no effort in

serving country 

IndiGo fined for not allowing
specially-abled boy

Naxal carrying Rs 1 lakh bounty arrested
̈ Three ultras 

surrender Naxal militia commander
Sodi Deva alias Prakash was
apprehended from the jun-
gles of Palodi village under
Kistaram police station lim-
its during a search opera-
tion on Friday. Deva was
involved in the 2013 Naxal-
police encounter, in which
two jawans were killed, and
the abduction of an employ-
ee of a construction firm
and firing on a police party
in the district in 2017.

About the arrest

Patna, May 28 (PTI): 

The Bihar government
has decided to accord per-
mission for exploration of
the "country's largest" gold
reserve in Jamui district,
a senior official said on
Saturday.

As per a Geological
Survey of India (GSI) sur-
vey, around 222.88 million
tonnes of gold reserve, in-
cluding 37.6 tonnes of min-

eral-rich ore, are present in
Jamui district. "The state
Mines and Geology
Department is in consulta-
tion with agencies engaged
in exploration, including
GSI and the National
Mineral Development
Corporation (NMDC), for
exploration of gold re-
serves in Jamui.

"The consultation
process started after
analysing the GSI findings

which indicated the pres-
ence of gold in areas such
as Karmatia, Jhajha and
Sono in Jamui district,"
Additional Chief Secretary
cum Mines Commissioner
Harjot Kaur Bamhrah told
PTI.

She said the state gov-
ernment is likely to sign an
MoU with a central agency
or agencies for G3 (prelimi-
nary) stage exploration
within a month's time.

Bihar to allow exploration of
‘India’s largest’ gold reserve

New Delhi, May 28 (PTI): 

A fresh petition has been filed
in the Supreme Court challeng-
ing the validity of certain sec-
tions of the Places of Worship
(Special Provisions) Act, 1991,
alleging that they violate con-
stitutional provisions, including
those related to equality before
law and prohibition of discrimi-
nation on grounds of religion,
race, caste, sex or place of
birth.
The plea said that by the Act,
the Centre has declared that
religious character of a place of
worship and pilgrimage as it
existed on August 15, 1947 shall
continue and barred the reme-
dy by way of suit with respect

to such matter in any court.
The petition, filed by Mathura-
resident Devkinandan Thakur,
has challenged the validity of
sections 2, 3, 4 of the 1991 Act
claiming that it takes away
right of judicial remedy of
Hindus, Jains, Buddhists and
Sikhs to take back their places
of worship and pilgrimage and
property which belong to the
deity. "The injury caused to
Hindus, Jains, Buddhists and
Sikhs is extremely large
because sections 2, 3, 4 of the
Act has taken away the right to
approach the court and thus
right to judicial remedy has
been closed, said the plea, filed
through advocate Ashutosh
Dubey.

Fresh plea challenging ‘Places
of Worship Act’ filed in SC
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Bhilai, May 28: Bhilai
Steel Plant is making con-
tinuous and focussed ef-
forts towards Enhancing
our Safety Culture. One of
these initiatives is the
Suraksha Sajagta Program,
which is a customized pro-
gram that has been devel-
oped for Non-Executives
and Contract Workers for
creating an enhanced safe-
ty culture. The program
scores high for its content
and its impact on the par-
ticipants where they have
realised their personal role
in modelling safe behav-
iour through the Pehchano-
Parkho-Poocho process.

The Train the Trainer
(TTT) programs are being

conducted at SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant by  Ajay Talloo,
Manager, Safety
Engineering Department
for training the employees
to deliver the Suraksha
Sajagta Training at the
shop-floor level. After a
stringent evaluation
process in these TTT pro-
grams by a Committee, as
many as 21 participants
qualified recently as Lead
Trainers.

The Lead Trainers were
felicitated in a Certificate
Distribution ceremony. K K
Singh, ED(P&A), the
Leader of the Competence
CFT along with
Competence CFT Member
PK Jha, CGM (C&IT) hand-
ed over the certificates to
the qualified Lead

Trainers. GP Singh - Acting
CGM (SED & Fire Services)
was present as a Special
Guest. KK Singh, ED (P&A)
in his address recognized
these Lead Trainers as key
members for sustaining the
safety movement and high-
lighted the role that they
would be playing in assist-
ing the organisation create
robust safety culture and
safety behaviour.

The safety statistics
were shared by Ajay
Talloo, Manager, SED
while conducting the pro-
gram. The participants
also expressed their com-
mitment to create a cul-
ture of working towards
zero accidents and shared
their views for accelerat-
ing the safety movement.

Karm and Pali Shiromani awards given away in Plate Mill
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 28: Karm
Shiromani and Pali
Shiromani awards were
given away in SAIL-BSP's
Plate Mill for January to
March 2022 period on May
26, 2022. R K Bisare, CGM
(Plate Mill) was the Chief
Guest on the occasion.
Employees are shortlisted
for this award for innova-
tions, better resource utili-
sation, following safety
standards etc. at the work-
place.

A certificate, letter of ap-
preciation and a sweet
packet was given to Karm
Shiromani awardees while
Pali Shiromani awardees
are additionally presented
with an apron. R K Bisare,

CGM (Plate Mill) congratu-
lated the award winners
and extended his best wish-
es for their bright future.
He presented the Pali
Shiromani award from
Plate Mill to Dannedra
Singh, AGM (Elect) for the
quarter January to March
2022. Ramesh Kumar
Sharma, Master Operator

(Operations); Tata Rao,
Chargeman cum Senior
Technician (Mechanical
Maintenance), Sanjay
Kumar Shrivasatava,
Operator cum Technician
(Operations) were awarded
the Karm Shiromani
award for January,
February and March 2022
for their outstanding per-

formance. M K Goyal,
GM(Operations), S K
Verma, GM(Electrical),
Sanjay Kumar, GM
( M e c h a n i c a l
Maintenance), H K
Bahrupi, GM (Operations),
Suman Mitra, GM
(Mechanical Maintenance)
and Bhaskar Roy, GM were
present on the occasion.

The programme was com-
pered by Anjali Pillay, SM
(Personnel). All Section
Incharges and Senior offi-
cials from Plate Mill were
present on the occasion.
Shyamal Banerjee, Meenu
Chouhan, Neena Sarvare,
Gurcharan Singh, Anand
Rao contributed in making
the programme successful.
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Bhilai, May 28: Under the
ADP scheme in the district,
children with special needs
are being provided free TLM
(Teaching Learning
Material) and hearing aids by
the Integrated Regional
Center for Skill Development,
Rehabilitation and
E m p o w e r m e n t ,
Rajnandgaon.

The program was organ-
ized in the auditorium of
District Project Office of
Samagra Shiksha in Durg.
16 children with mental re-
tardation and 02 hearing
impaired children were
present along with their
p a r e n t s / g u a r d i a n s .
Children and their parents
are delighted to receive the

TLM Kits and hearing aids.
Appreciating the program,
parents/guardians said
that they will properly use
the kit in the education of
their children. In the pro-

gramme, Surendra Pandey,
District Mission
Coordinator, Indra Kumar
Ramteke, Assistant
Program Coordinator,
Gajendra Kumar Sahu,

Regional Center
Rajnandgaon, Priyanka
Singarol, Uttam
Chandravanshi, Therapist
and other officers and em-
ployees were present.

27 km long Gajra Nullah 
structure repairs underway
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Bhilai, May 28: Before
the arrival of monsoon
season, Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure reached Patan de-
velopment block to inspect
the ongoing Narva works.
In order to increase the
level of water collection in
the area, the work of reju-
venation of the nullahs is
being done. In this sequel,
the structures of Gajra
Nullah spread over 27 km
are also being repaired.

The Collector inspected
the works of the nullah
starting from village Raveli
till village Kuruddih via
Jamgaon (M), Ameri,
Batang and Khamharia.
For the restoration of the
nullah, work is being done
continuously in coordina-
tion with DMF and MGN-
REGA. The works at 14

new structures have been
completed and works at
other structures are in
progress.

The Collector directed
the concerned officers to
work with the time-limit in
a planned manner so that
maximum collection of
rainwater can be done.
While emphasizing on the
Narva scheme, the
Collector said that this gov-
ernment scheme is un-

doubtedly having a positive
effect on the ground water
level. In the near future,
this project will improve
the irrigation facilities and
the farmers of the nearby
area will be able to take two
crops easily.

Later, the Collector
reached the Rural
Industrial Park in village
Sankara. He inspected the
machines being used for
making Ashtagandha. He

also interacted with the
women of the self help
group and suggested a few
innovative ideas.

Ashwini Dewangan,
CEO, District Panchayat
informed the District
Collector that
Ashtagandha, gulal made
by flowers, wicks, incense
sticks and cow dung cakes
are made in Sankara by the
self-help group. At present,
60 people have been given
employment here and it is
planned to increase it to
about 250 in future.

The Collector also in-
spected the structure out-
side the building. He asked
to start new livelihood ori-
ented activities in the four
big sheds constructed out-
side the building. SDM
Patan Vipul Gupta,
Janpad Panchayat CEO
Manish Sahu and other of-
ficers were present.

Officials instructed to complete
Kumhari flyover soon
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Bhilai, May 28: More
than 5000 people com-
mute between Raipur and
Durg every day. In such a
situation, all eyes are on
the flyover being con-
structed in Kumhari.
Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure visited
Kumhari to take stock of
the condition of this over
bridge.

In order to reduce the
traffic pressure, he in-
structed the concerned
engineers of the National
Highways to complete the
work of the overbridge at
the earliest.

He asked the officers to
complete the street light-
ing and leveling related
works soon so that about
50 percent traffic load
from the service road

could be reduced.
Apart from this, he also

inspected other roads and
over bridges connecting
the city. Along with the
engineers of NH, he in-
spected Khursipar
Flyover, Dabrapara
Chowk, Power House
Flyover, Chandra-Mourya
Flyover and Supela
Flyover. He instructed the
officials to get the service
road repaired along with
the construction of the
overbridge.

He further asked them
to construct an effective
drainage system in a
planned manner so that
citizens do not face water
logging situations during
the rainy season. SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava, DSP
Gurujit Singh and other
officers and employees
were present.

TLM kits distributed among divyang childrenState Public Service
Examinations underway

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 28: On
Saturday, the fifth paper of
the State Service (Mains)
Examination was held at
the examination centre in
Science College in Durg.
This examination is being
organized by Chhattisgarh
Public Service Commission.

The main examination
paper-5 was organized in the
first shift in the Science
College of the district. Dr
Praveen Verma, Member of
the State Public Service
Commission, inspected the
examination centre at
Science College, Durg. At

the examination centre,
every student and invigila-
tor is allowed to enter only
after thorough checking.
Nodal Officer Jageshwar

Kaushal (Deputy Collector),
RN Singh, Principal of
Science College and Dr OP
Gupta (Professor) were pres-
ent during the inspection.

Electrical
Control room
operational in

Bhilai Township
Bhilai, May 28:
Electrical Control
room by Town
Services department
of SAIL-BSP is oper-
ational for residents
of Bhilai Township
now for logging of
electrical com-
plaints.

Employees will be
available in 'A' and
'B' shifts in the
Control room and
can be contacted at
0788- 2857162 and at
0788-2858181 for
Electrical com-
plaints during 'C'
shift.

Dal Mill unit inaugurated
in village Jatagharra
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Bhilai, May 28: The dis-
trict administration is con-
tinuously working in a pos-
itive direction to give a con-
crete shape to the liveli-
hood activities in the dis-
trict. In this episode, a Dal
Mill (Pulse Mill) Unit was
inaugurated by District
Panchayat CEO Ashwini
Dewangan in village
Jatagharra of Dhamdha
block. He interacted with
the women of Self Help
Groups and gave guidance
regarding product sales in
C-Mart. Apart from this,
work related to mushroom
and jeevamrit is also

being conducted here. The
SHG earned a dividend of

Rs One lakh from these ac-
tivities.

21 Lead Trainers awarded certificates for
Suraksha Sajagta Training programme

First Rake of Iron Ore from
Dulki Mines flagged off

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 28: The first
rake of iron ore lumps and
fines from SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant's Dulki Iron Ore
Mines situated in the
Plant's Iron Ore Complex at
Dalli-Rajhara was flagged
off by Director In-charge
Bhilai Steel Plant Anirban
Dasgupta on May 27, 2022.

Present at the flagging off
ceremony of iron ore rake
from crushing and screen-
ing plant at Dulki Mines
were Manas Biswas, ED
(Mines & Rowghat), Dr SK
Issar, ED (M & HS), Anjani
Kumar, ED (Works), Dr AK
Panda, CGM I/c Finance &
Accounts, Tapan
Sutradhar, CGM I/c Mines
& Rowghat, Samir
Swaroop, CGM (Rowghat),
Sanjay Dhar, CGM (HRD &
BE).

Recalling his first visit to
Dulki Mines on June 14,
2019, Director In-charge,
Anirban Dasgupta said
that by producing good
quality iron ore from the
forested area in a period of
two years, employees en-
gaged in Dulki have set an
example. He urged all em-
ployees to work with the

same spirit and dedication.
Hailing the efforts put in

by officers and other em-
ployees engaged in mining
at Dulki, Manas Biswas, ED
(Mines & Rowghat) encour-
aged all to work for enhanc-
ing production and im-
prove quality on iron ore
mined.

Anjani Kumar, ED
(Works) is his address high-
lighted the Plant's impor-
tance of receipt of good
quality iron ore in suffi-
cient quantity to meet the

requirement and the bene-
fits of same to the Plant's
production process.

Earlier, Tapan Sutradhar,
CGM (Mines & Rowghat)
highlighted the efforts of
Mines Management and
the progress with regard to
mining from Dulki.

Among those present on
the occasion were RC
Behra, PK Sirpurkar, SR
Baske, Ajay Chaturvedi,
DK Balam, Vagesh Tiwari,
Rakesh Thakur and Amit
Sinha.

Prevention plans being
devised for containing

Dengue before Monsoons
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 28: A meet-
ing was organised by
SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Public Health
Department (PHD) at
their office in Sector 08,
Bhilai to discuss preven-
tion plans being devised
for containing Dengue be-
fore Monsoons on May 26.
District Malaria Officer
and IEDSP District Nodal
Officer CBS Banjare had a
detailed discussion with
Sunil Chaurasia, AGM
(PHD) and his team on the
Dengue issue.

Door-to-door checking
of Coolers, flower pots etc
will be done from June 01,
2022 in the Bhilai
Township to check infes-
tation of mosquito larvae
in stagnant water. Temiflu

solution will be distrib-
uted free of cost. This sur-
vey work will be carried
out by 8 teams with the
help of 48 persons, who
will be trained by the
District Malaria
Department.

Pamphlets will be dis-
tributed to create aware-
ness among citizens.
House spray, Bleaching
powder, fogging and other
steps to remove stagnant
water will be undertaken.
Any resident of Bhilai
can obtain Temiflu from
the PHD office to control
larvae.

A K Banjare, Manager;
V K Bhondekar, Manager;
Ratnakar Dalai, Health
Inspector and Kamta
Prasad, Health Inspector
were present during the
discussions.
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Raipur, May 28: Raipur
Bullion Association had
recently demanded from
Raipur district Collector
Saurabh Kumar to ban

rally, procession and shob-
ha yatra at Jaistambh
Chowk, Malviya Road,
Sadar Bazar, the heart of
the city as frequent jam
situation is witnessed due
to this. Collector Saurabh
Kumar issued an order on
Saturday in this regard
and banned rally, proces-
sion and shobha yatra
area from Amapara to
Shastri Chowk, Sharda
Chowk to Guru Nanak
Chowk, Jaistambh Chowk
to Kotwali Chowk and
Kotwali Chowk to Satti
Bazar and Azad Chowk on
the demand of Raipur
Bullion Association.
These areas were declared
restricted area for rallies,
processions, shobha yatra
and other types of dharna
and demonstrations.

Harakh Malu, president

of Raipur Bullion
Association, has thanked
Collector Saurabh Kumar
for this initiative. Harakh
Malu, President of Raipur
Bullion Association, Vice
President Pawan
Aggarwal, Laxminarayan
Lahoti, Prahlad Soni, Co-
Secretary Anil Kucheria
said that due to the rally,
procession and shobha
yatra at Jaistambh
Chowk, Malviya Road,
Sadar Bazar, frequent jam
situation is witnessed in
the busy areas resulting in
obstruction of traffic
movement. Due to this sit-
uation, the traders doing
business in the bullion
market along with Sadar
Bazar were facing severe
problem. Along with this,
due to dharna and demon-
stration in the protest site,

jam like situation was wit-
nessed at Budha talab area
and entire traffic is divert-
ed to Sadar area, Bullion
market as a result traders
use to face severe problem.
The delegation led by
Harakh Malu, President of
Raipur Sarafa
Association, met Collector
Saurabh Kumar and de-
manded to ban all kinds of
political, social and reli-
gious processions, rallies
and shobha yatra s in the
entire area of ??Sadar
Bazar, Malviya Road,
Sharda Chowk, Phool
Chowk, Azad Chowk,
Sattibazar. On this, the
Collector has allowed 100
people to stage a sit-in
protest at the Budha Talab
portest site, due to which
there has been some con-
trol over the day-to-day

jams in Sadar Bazar and
Sarafa Bazar locailty. But
the traffic jams caused by
the procession and shobha
yatra continued. Collector
Saurabh Kumar has now
banned it. According to
the order issued by the
Collector, on the area from
Amapara to Shastri
Chowk in GE Road, from
Sharda Chowk to
Gurunanak Chowk in MG
Road, from Jaistambh
Chowk to Kotwali Chowk
in Malviya Road and from
Kotwali Chowk to Satti
Bazar and Azad Chowk in
Sadar Bazar Road. Any
kind of rally, procession,
procession and other types
of demonstrations have
been declared as a restrict-
ed area under Section 144
Code of Criminal
Procedure.

Raipur, May 28:
A delegation from Sakal
Jain Samaj (SJS) hurt
with the statements made
by members of
Chhattisgarh Kranti Sena
(CKS) towards Jain Samaj
kept their business closed
for half-a-day in capital
city on Saturday and regis-
tered their protest. Later
they met the Governor
and apprised here about
the entire incident.

The delegation from SJS
informed the Governor
that this Chhattisgarh
Kranti Sena (CKS) which
came into existence just
few years back collected
their party workers from

different district and with
demand to close-down
Balod district had beaten
many of the shopkeepers
and traders in Gunderdehi
running behind them.
They not only got the
shops closed, but reported-
ly made shameful com-
ments against the Jain
sants and ‘munis’. This led
to great deal of resent-

ment among the Sakal
Jain Samaj.

On Saturday, the mem-
bers of SJS and Jain com-
munity and other people
took out a peaceful march
in the capital city on
Saturday and lodged com-
plaint with the Governor
and demanded appropri-
ate action against those in-
volved in this incident.

SJS delegation meet Governor, lodges complaint

Bullion shopkeeper kept their shops and establisment closed in protest against shameful

comments by CKS against Jain Samaj.

Against shameful
comments by SKS
towards Jain munis
and beating of
shopkeepers

Collector bans rally, procession
and shobha yatra at 4 places

From Amapara to
Shastri Chowk,
Sharda Chowk to
Guru Nanak Chowk,
Jaistambh Chowk
to Kotwali Chowk
and Kotwali Chowk
to Satti Bazar and
Azad Chowk area
included

Raipur Bullion
Association’s
demand fulfilled
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Raipur, May 28: A youth
was killed while his wife
and two children were in-
jured after his car
rammed into a divider
near Mayur School in
Raipur on Saturday. He
along with his wife and
two children remained
stuck inside the car after
accident. All of them
were brought out of car
by police with the help of

passers-by.
The accident took place

in Mandir Hasoud area.
SP (Rural) Kirtan Rathor
informed that accident
occurred after front por-
tion of car hit divider
while moving towards
Raipur. The youth named
Chandrahas Sahu, who
was driving car was
killed on the spot while
his injured wife and two
children were rushed to
Ambedkar Hospital.

Chandrahas is a resi-
dent of Siltra area. He
along with his wife and
two children had gone to
his relatives in Arang by
car to attend a family pro-
gramme. The accident oc-
curred when he was on
way back Raipur. After
accident police are con-
tacting Chandrahas’ rela-
tives living in Raipur and
Arang. His injured wife
and children are said to
be under treatment.

Raipur, May 28:
Chhattisgarh on Friday
recorded one COVID-19
case, taking the tally to
11,52,418, while the death
toll remained unchanged
at 14,034, an official said.
The lone case, at a posi-
tivity rate of 0.03 per
cent, was reported in
Raipur, while 13 districts
have no active case at the
moment, he said.

The recovery count in-
creased by five to touch
11,38,333, leaving the

state with 51 active cases,
the official said. With
3,290 samples examined
during the day, the over-
all number of tests car-
ried out so far in
Chhattisgarh went up to
1,77,30,186, he added.
Chhattisgarh’s coron-
avirus figures are as fol-
lows: Positive cases
11,52,418, new case (one),
death toll 14,034, recov-
ered 11,38,333, active
cases 51, today tests 3,290,
total tests 1,77,30,186.

Youth killed, wife and two sons
injured as car hits divider

Ch’garh sees 1 COVID-19 case,
no death; active tally now 51

Ambikapur, May 28: MD
of Krishna Hyundai of
city’s MG Road Sanjay
Modi has charged the
General Manger of firm
Dipesh Kumar Sinha of fi-
nancial embezzlement of
Rs 2 crore. Addressing a
press conference, MD
Krishna Auto Riders Pvt.
Ltd. Sanjay Modi informed
that the Company has got a
branch known as Krishna

Hyundai at MG Road in
Ambikapur. DK Sinha was
serving here as Senior
Manager and he did not de-
posited the purchase
amount of the new and old
vehicles sold by the firm
into the Company’s ac-
count. Rather taking cash
from customers and
through his bank account,
he embezzled funds worth
Rs 94.0 lakh. He informed
that Dipesh Kumar Sinha
was working with the firm
for last 14 yrs and he was
having full responsibility of
entire showroom on his
shoulders.

MD Sanjay Modi in-
formed that Dipesh not
only embezzled funds from
selling of vehicles, but also
in the auto-parts. In this
way he embezzled funds
worth Rs 2 crore. The infor-
mation about this came to
fore during the audit work
of the company and after
which MD called Dipesh
and took information about
all the issues and later he
accepted his crime. He also
promised to refund the en-
tire amount as per the date
fixed, but till date is has not
been fulfilled.

Based upon this a  com-
plaint in Gandhinagar
thana of Ambikapur has
been filed and the police is
investigating into other as-
pects of the crime.
Presently Dipesh is report-
ed absconding in this case
and his search has been
started.

GM embezzles funds worth Rs 2 cr
from Krishna Hyundai

MD of firm files
complaint, GM still
absconding

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy  2288::  As per instruc-
tions from the Railway Board,
campaign for checking of pantry
cars in the trains was done in
Bilaspur. Under this the
Commercial Inspectors of SECR
Bilaspur division checked the
pantry car in Utkal Express and
Howrah-Ahmedabad Express train
on Saturday morning.

It is notable here that the
Railway Board makes efforts to
better the services being offered
by the railways and to ensure dis-
cipline and quality in the food
services being offered by carrying
out surprise inspection from time

to time. Railway Board has direct-
ed PCCM of all zones to conduct
special checking campaign in all
the pantry cars of the train for
next 10 days. This campaign
gained momentum on Saturday
and the SECR Bilaspur division
has prepared a plan for checking
of pantry cars for next 10 days.

The list of officials to be con-
ducting checking in different
trains has been finalized. On
Saturday, the officers along with
IRCTC staff first checked the
pantry car of Rishikesh Nagri-Puri
Utkal Train and finding the offi-
cers and entire team entire pantry

car staff and manager were taken
aback.

Though in the inspection car-
ried out, no major lacunae were
found, except for lack of cleanli-
ness and waste spread all over.
On this strict instructions were
given to clear up the mess fre-
quently. Later the Howrah-
Ahmedabad Expres train arrived
and in this there lot of filth and
waste spread in the pantry car.
During the inspection, all the staff
were found in uniform, I-card,
medical card and the docments of
persons involved in vending were
also cross-checked.
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Jagdalpur, May 28:
Bastar Police has seized
‘Ganja’ worth around Rs 5
lakh and nabbed one of
the smuggler’s involved in
it here on Friday. As per
information in this regard
a team was formed under
leadership of TI Nagarnar
Budhram Nag  and they
started checking of vehi-
cle passing from
Dhanpunji on Ch’garh –
Odisha border.

When the police stopped

a white car coming from
Odisha and started the
search, they found 50 kg
‘ganja’ worth Rs 5 lakh
kept secretly hidden in-
side.

When inquired the driv-
er disclosed his name as
Sandeep Jat from Haryana
and accepted his crime of
smuggling ‘ganja’ to
‘Haryana’ . The Police has
filed a case under section
20 (K) of NDPS Act and
sent the accused to jail
after producing him in the
court.

‘Ganja’ worth Rs 5 lakh seized

Two persons arrested
for robbing with a knife 
RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2288::  The police
have arrested two persons in
connection with the incident of
robbing a person of mobile
phone after attacking him with
knife in Mana Road. Knife
along with the robbed items
have been recovered from their
possession.

Victim Subhash Bein, resi-
dent of 11 block Mana Camp in
his complaint with Mana Police
Station said that two persons
riding a motorcycle came and
stopped in front of him near
Doomtarai while he was on
way to his home by his activa
vehicle at around 9: 50 pm on
29 March 2022.

Both of them gave a mobile
number to victim and asked
him to dial on this number.
When the victim dialed the
number from his mobile, the
number was said to be
switched off. One of the
unknown persons told the
victim to give his mobile
phone, saying that he would
talk on that number.

When the victim refused to
give his mobile phone, both
the persons attacked him on
his stomack and thigh with
knife and then looted mobile
phone of Redmi Company
from him and vanished. The
offense under section 394 of
IPC and 25, 27 Arms Act was
registered against the rob-
bers in the police station
Mana.

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2288::  This time the
monsoon is likely to be a little
late from the earlier estimates.
Although Southwest monsoon
has reached near Kerala coast, it
has slowed down and it is likely
to reach Kerala after the estimat-
ed date. Given present pace of
monsoon it is expected to arrive
Kerala somewhere between late
Sunday night and Monday. If
everything remains normal, the
clouds formed due to the effect
of monsoon will enter the border
with Bastar division of
Chhattisgarh at some point on
June 10. In that case it will be 3
days late than earlier estimates.

According to the information
received from the Meteorological
Department, the situation is
favorable for further advance of
Southwest Monsoon. As per the
current weather indication, west-
erly wind is becoming stronger
and deeper over South Arabian
Sea at low level. The clouds are

gathering over the Kerala coast
and adjoining southeast Arabian
Sea.

In such a situation, there is a
possibility of the onset of
Southwest Monsoon over Kerala
in the next 2 to 3 days.
Meanwhile, Southwest Monsoon
is likely to become active over
some more parts of Arabian Sea
and Lakshadweep. The
Meteorological Department had
earlier predicted that the mon-
soon would hit the Kerala coast
by May 27. But that did not hap-
pen. Now the possibility is being
expressed that the monsoon will
proceed on its normal path.

According to Meteorologist
HP Chandra in general, the mon-
soon rains in Chhattisgarh start
with Bastar division from June 10
and effect of monsoon reaches
Raipur by June 15. At the same
time, by June 21, the monsoon
becomes active over Ambikapur
and its surrounding areas.

Torrential rains begin across the
state with its activation. This
time the monsoon is likely to
reach Chhattisgarh not before
June 10.

Weather in Chhattisgarh
remained overcast for the last
three to four days. On Saturday
also, sky remained overcast in
Jagdalpur, Ambikapur, Pendra
Road and Bilaspur. Sun shone
through the clouds in Raipur on
Saturday while weather
remained clear in Durg and
Rajnandgaon on Saturday. The
maximum temperature of Raipur
and Rajnandgaon was recorded
at 40.6 degree Celsius.

Durg recorded maximum tem-
perature of 40.8 degree Celsius.
The highest temperature of 42.1
°C was recorded in Kurud.
Bilaspur recorded maximum
temperature of 38.8 degrees
Celsius, Jagdalpur 38.4, Pendra
Road 37.4 and Ambikapur 36.6
degrees Celsius.

Monsoon clouds likely to reach
Chhattisgarh by June 10

Raipur, May 28: A big re-
lief for those who are
thinking of building a
house. Now a continuous
decline in the prices of
building materials has
started. While the prices
of bars have declined by
Rs 15,000 per tonne in

twenty days, cement has
also reached Rs 275 per
bag. These days bars are
being sold in factories up
to Rs 60 thousand per
tonne and in the retail
market from Rs 62 to 63
thousand per tonne. Thus
the prices of bars have
come down by more than
15 percent. Traders said
that there are signs of fur-
ther fall in their prices in

the coming days.
It is notable that biggest

reason behind the fall in
the prices of bars is that
the pace of government
works in the state is
closed due to strike called
by Chhattisgarh
Contractor’s Association
and there is a tax on the
export of raw materials.
In the coming few days,
there is a hope of prices
going below Rs 60 thou-
sand  per tonne in the re-
tail market. Due to the
skyrocketing prices of ce-
ment and bars, the busi-
ness of building materials
has fallen by 60 percent in
the last three months.

Sakti, May 28: Youth
making the jeweller of
Dhanraj Jeweller’s busy
in talks had stolen jew-
elleries worth Rs 3.50
lakh in broad day-light
here on Saturday. Two
youths were involved in
this lifting at Dhanraj
Jewellers in Sakti ward
No. 13.

Two youth’s in the
name of showing jew-
ellery items to them kept
the shopkeeper busy in
taking out items one after
another and in the mean-
time they managed to col-
lect the gold jewellery
items on display on the
table and ran away. The
shopkeeper immediately
informed about it to the
Police. The police on get-
ting the information
reached the jewellery
shop and checked the

CCTV footages.
Youth were seeing 

pendant
Owner of jewellery

shop informed that at
around 10:30 am, two
youth asked him to show
gold pendants and after
showing many pendants,
they did not like anyone
of them. Then they asked
to show them fancy pen-
dants and on which he
asked them to come after
shortwhile. On this the
shopkeeper went to an-
other shop nearby to
bring the pendant and by
this time the youths keep-
ing the son of the owner
of jewellery shop busy in
talks, ran away with the
gold jewellery box kept in
the counter. When the
owner reached the shop,
he was doubtful and
when he checked the
counter he found the box
missing. Immediately he
informed it to the police
and the police on reach-
ing the shop checked the
CCTV footage and started
the search of two youths.

Two youth run away
with jewelleries

worth Rs 3.50 lakh

Keeping the son of
jewellery busy in
talks escaped
with gold box

Steal bar, cement price dips
Due to the skyrock-
eting prices of
cement and steal
bars, the business
of building materi-
als has fallen by 60
percent in the last
three months

Comm inspectors conduct surprise checking of pantry cars
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HUGE RUSH

With cancellation of large number of trains there is huge rush of passengers at the
railway station and many were found waiting here on Saturday.Central Chronicle News

Keshkal, May 28: At the
Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme held in Bade
Dongar area of Keshkal
constituency today, farmer
Ratiram complained to
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel that the stop dam
built in his village Jugaani
for irrigation has col-
lapsed within just two
years of construction and
because of this, as many
as 600 farmers are unable
to irrigate their lands.
Chief Minister directed
the officials concerned to
investigate the collapse of
stop dam on Bhavardeeg
Nala and also announced
the construction of the
new stop dam. Farmers
also requested Chief
Minister to establish
maize factory in their vil-
lage. They told that as a re-
sult of Government’s ef-
forts to promote crops al-
ternate to paddy, farmers
have started cultivating
maize on a large-scale, and
hence a factory should be
established for processing
of this huge yield of

maize. Farmers also de-
manded opening of a coop-
erative bank branch in the
village. It is noteworthy
that under State
Government’s justice ori-
ented schemes, financial
aids are being directly
transfered into the bank
accounts of the beneficiar-
ies. Because of which, the
need for a proper banking
system has further in-
creased. On the occasion,
Chief Minister announced
opening of a branch of co-
operative bank in Bade
Dongar. Chief Minister
told the farmers that the
government is continuous-
ly working towards build-
ing a strong infrastructure
so as to provide fair value
of the produce to the farm-
ers. On the occasion,
Minister-in-charge Kawasi
Lakhma, Member of
Rajya Sabha Phulo Devi
Netam, Bastar MP Deepak
Baij, Keshkal MLA
Santram Netam and other
public representatives.

CM inspected Bade
Dongar sub-tehsil

Chief Minister had an-
nounced the formation of
sub-tehsil in Bade Dongar
on January 27 last year,
and from the very next
month, the official work
for implementation of this
announcement was com-
menced. Today, during his
visit to Bade Dongar
under Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan, Chief Minister
inspected the sub-tehsil of-
fice. He inquired about the
cases registered and gave
instructions to ensure res-
olution of all the cases
within the stipulated time
frame. On this occasion,
Chief Minister personally
handed over e-shram card,
health card, Aadhar card
to the beneficiaries.
CM gives instructions to
fulfill demands of farm-

ers of Amgaon
During his visit, 39 vil-

lagers of Amgaon de-
manded electricity supply
for their irrigation pumps.
Chief Minister directed
the officials concerned to
provide electricity connec-
tions for their irrigation

pumps. People of OBC cat-
egory from Korai Gram
Panchayat told Chief
Minister about not having
received the ‘patta’. Chief
Minister directed the
Collector to provide them
Patta as per rules.
Mobile Medical Vehicle
is available, no sooner

market is open
When Chief Minister

asked about the availabili-
ty of mobile medical vans
for Haat Bazars, Asmati of
Baangoli stood up and said
that we always find the
mobile medical van avail-
able when we reach the
market. As soon as the
haat-bazaar opens, the mo-
bile medical van is found
ready to provide good
treatment and free of cost
medicines. Girija Bai of
Urandabeda told that she
receives the treatment and
the medicines free of cost
from mobile vans at haat-
bazaars.
Loan waiver has opened
a path of progress for

farmers
Farmer Shankarlal

Shardul told that the loan
waiver provided by
Bhupesh government has
opened a way for his
progress. The burden of
debt earlier had become
the cause of stress and ten-
sion for him. Chief
Minister, soon after your
government came into
power, Rs five lakh worth
of my loan was waived.
Then I received a good rate
of my produce and then I
could focus on farming
work with more enthusi-
asm and relief. Presently, I
own two Mahindra trac-
tors and my farming work
is flourishing.
CM makes many important

announcements 
On the occasion, Chief

Minister Baghel an-
nounced upgrading of the
primary health center of
Bade Dongar to communi-
ty health center. Besides
opening a branch of Co-op-
erative Bank at
Badedongar, Chief
Minister announced open-
ing of Swami Atmanand
English Medium School in
Kongud, Farasgaon. Chief
Minister also announced
the construction of
Mangal Bhawan (function
hall) and construction of a
bridge across the Nala en
route on Ghotiamunda
Chandabeda road. He also
announced the completion
of the unfinished work in
Danteshwari temple of
Bade Dongar, and the new
works proposed in the tem-
ple were also approved.
New school buildings were
also announced for
Shankarpur, Kumhar
Badgaon, Pandeyathgaon,
Chingnar, Hirri, Bhandar
Seoni, Manjhiathgaon. He
also announced the con-
struction of a culvert on
Jaitpuri to Girola road.

CM gave instructions to investigate farmer’s
complaint and to build a new stop dam

On complaint that
the Stop-dam broke
in just two years 

Govt’s decision to
promote crops
alternate to paddy
is yielding positive
results

Branch of a co-op
bank to be opened
in Bade Dongar and
PHC here will be
upgraded to CHC,
announced CM

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2288::  The SERB
International Research
Experience (SIRE) Fellowship
proposal by Dr. Kuldip Singh
Patel, Assistant Professor
(Mathematics), IIIT-Naya
Raipur, has been accepted by
the Department of Science &
Technology (DST), Govt. of
India. Under this fellowship, Dr.
Kuldip will visit the University
of Mauritius to work on finan-
cial market problems, specifi-
cally “High-Order Compact
Schemes for Pricing Interest
Rate Derivatives.” The
researcher will collaborate

with Prof. Muddun Bhuruth,
Department of Mathematics,
University of Mauritius.

The fellowship duration is
four months, from June 2022-
September 2022. These fellow-
ships broaden the vision for
future research collaboration
and establish new research
possibilities. It will also open
various research/intern/post-
doctoral opportunities to the B.
Tech./M. Tech. students and
research scholars of IIIT-NR.

It is a prestigious fellowship
by the government of India,
which will significantly
increase the visibility of IIIT-NR
in India and abroad, said Dr.
Pradeep Kumar Sinha,
Director, IIIT-NR. Dr. Sinha also
added that the main focus of
IIIT-NR in the coming years
would be on research, and such
international collaborations
will strengthen the foundation
for multi-national collaborative
research in Chhattisgarh.

CUET application
date extended

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy2288:: As per the
Corrigendum to Admission
Notice No.
631/Admission/Academic/2022
, dated 31.03.2022 issued by
Guru Ghasidas (Central
University) Bilaspur the last
date for submission of online
application forms for under-
graduate programs through
CUET (U.G.) 2022 has been
extended up to 31.05.2022.
Interested applicants can sub-
mit their applications through
the link “Admission Notice
2022-23” available on
University website
www.ggu.ac. and Samarth por-
tal http://cuet.samarth.ac.in.
For more details, please visit
the University website. Due to
some unavoidable circum-
stances, admission will not be
available to Bachelor of
Performing Arts (BPA) pro-
gram. According to the infor-
mation, the window  has been
made available to the appli-
cants from 27.05.2022 to
31.05.2022 by NTA.

Dr Kuldip of IIIT-NR receives SERB Int’nl
research experience fellowship

Raipur, May 28: Nikhil
Hirve from IIM Raipur
College emerged victori-
ous in the Cluster Finals of
Tata Crucible Campus
Quiz 2022, the online edi-
tion of India’s largest busi-
ness quiz for campuses.

The Cluster 7, Finals
representing the
Chhattisgarh region, was
a thrilling affair, with par-
ticipants showcasing their
quick thinking and sharp
quizzing abilities.The win-
ner took home a cash prize
of Rs. 35000 and will now
compete in the Zonal
Finals to qualify for the
National Finals. Shivansh
Patle from NIT Raipur
College, was declared run-
ner-up, winning a cash

price of Rs.18,000. Praveen
Shrivastava, Chief of
Marketing & Sales, Tata
Steel Limited, Kolkata was
the chief guest at the event
and gave away the prizes
in a virtual prize distribu-
tion ceremony.

Stepping up to the chal-
lenges posed by the pan-
demic, Tata Crucible quiz
evolved into an online for-
mat since 2020.

For the online version of
the Campus Quiz, the
country has been divided
into 24 Clusters and after
two levels of online pre-

lims, top 12 finalists from
each Cluster will be invit-
ed for Wild Card Finals out
of which top 6 finalists
will then compete in the 24
online Cluster Finals.
These 24 Clusters are fur-
ther grouped into four
zones- south, east, west,
and north and each zone
will comprise of 6
Clusters.

The Winner from each
of the Cluster Finals will
then qualify for the Zonal
Finals. Winners at the four
Zonal Finals will directly
qualify for the National

Finals. The runners-up
from the four Zonal Finals
will compete in a Wild
Card Final, and 2 out of
the 4 runners-up will then
qualify for the National
Finals. In all, 6 Finalists
will compete at the
National Finals and the
top scorer will be crowned
as the National Champion
who will receive a grand
prize of Rs. 2.5 lakhs along
with the coveted Tata
Crucible Trophy.

All finals are being
streamed on a deferred
basis on Tata Crucible
Facebook, Twitter,
LinkedIn, and YouTube
channels. Noted quizmas-
ter ‘Pickbrain’ Giri
Balasubramaniam known
for his masterful, unique,
and witty style is the host
of the quiz. The Co-spon-
sors for this edition are
Tata Motors, Tata Play,
Mia By Tanishq, Tata 1 mg
and Tata CLiQ.

Nikhil from IIM Raipur emerges as winner 
Of the Cluster 7
Finals of Tata
Crucible Campus
Quiz 2022 Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 28:
Eminent Chhollywood
film director Manoj
Verma’s much awaited
National Film Award
w i n n i n g
Chhattisgarhi movie
“Bhulan The Maze” has
been released in multi-
plexes and cinema halls
of the state on Friday.
Culture Minister
Amarjeet Bhagat also
watched movie at PVR,
Magneto The Mall
Raipur on Friday.
Director of film
“Bhulan The Maze”
Manoj Verma said that
the movie got good re-
sponse from viewers on
the first day of the re-
lease. Viewers are ap-
preciating the movie

after watching it.
The movie is also

being screened in cine-
ma halls of Delhi,
Mumbai, Kolkata,
Bangalore, Pune,
Nagpur and other cities
in the country. The
movie is being screened
in multiplexes and cine-

ma halls in Raipur,
Bhilai, Korba, Bilaspur,
Rajnandgaon, Durg and
other towns of the state.
Peepli Live fame Omkar
Das Manikpuri has
played the lead role of
“Bhakla” in the movie.
Actress Anima Pagare
has played the lead fe-
male role of “Premin”.
In regional film cate-
gory, movie “Bhulan
The Maze” has won
the 67th National Film
Award. After winning
the National Film
Award, the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment granted Rs 1 crore
to movie “Bhulan The
Maze” on the occasion of
Rajyotsava-2021. Before
release, the movie
“Bhulan The Maze” has
won various awards at

international level film
festivals. The film has
been made under the
banner of Swapnil Film
Studios. Indian playback
singer Kailash Kher
sang the title song of the
movie.

There are five songs
including four
Chhattisgarhi songs
and one Hindi song in
the movie. Rajendra
Gupta, Mukesh
Tiwari, Ashok
Mishra, Salim Ansari,
Sanjay Mahanand,
Pushpendra Singh,
Ashish Sendre and
other artists are play-
ing other characters in
the movie. Jayant
Deshmukh is the art direc-
tor of the movie. Sandeep
Sen from Kolkata is the di-
rector of photography.

National award winner movie
‘Bhulan The Maze’ released

Raipur, May 28: Hindi
movie “Haemolymph:
Invisible Blood”, directed
by Sudarshan Gamare, has
been released in multiplex-
es in the country on Friday.
In Raipur, the movie is
being screened at Colors
Mall and Miraj Cinemas.
The movie is also being
screened in Korba, Bhilai
and other towns.
Actor Dr Riyaz Anwar of
Raipur city and actress
Ruchira Jadhav are in the

lead roles in the movie.
Riyaz Anwar has played
the character of Wahid
Shaikh in the movie.
Ruchira Jadhav has played
the character of Sajida
Shaikh in the movie.
Speaking to The Hitavada,
Dr Riyaz Anwar, who did
M.B.B.S from Raipur
Medical College, said that
the story of the movie is
based on Wahid din
Mohammed Shaikh, who is
one of the accused of the
7/11 serial bomb blast on
the Mumbai local train.
The shootings of the movie
were held in Mumbai and
Pune.

The movie has been
made under the banner of
AB Films Entertainment
and Tiket Bari. Rohit
Kokate, Neelam Kulkarni,
Datta Jadhav, Sayli
Bandkar and other artists
have also acted in the
movie. A teacher’s struggle
has been shown in the
movie.

‘Haemolymph: Invisible
Blood’ movie hits theatre

Kondagaon: Ornamental bell
metal jewellery made by
women of the Pankhuri

Service Association of
Kondagaon is now being sold in
the Sarafa market of Dubai.
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today handed over a
cheque of Rs. 1 Lakh obtained
from exporting the bell metal
tribal jewelry to Dubai to the
women of the association. The

Chief Minister praised the
women’s ability to turn their
talent into economic empower-
ment. The Kondagaon District
Administration and the
Pankhuri Service Association
are jointly providing women
with the facilities to manufac-
ture ornamental tribal jewelry.

Tribal jewellery made by sisters
in Kondagaon was sold in Dubai

CM handed over a
cheque worth Rs. 1
Lakh to the sisters

Central Chronicle News

Kondagaon, May 28:
During his state-level
Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan
today, Chief Minister in-
augurated the C-Mart at
Kondagaon. On this occa-
sion, Chief Minister
picked up a Shabri flute on
sale at C Mart and played a
melodious tune. Shabari
flute is a unique musical
instrument which creates
melody when shaken with
hands. This instrument is
also useful for hand exer-
cise.

On the occasion, Chief
Minister inspected all the
products displayed at C-
Mart, including the herbal
products, Kodo, Kutki,
Ragi Cookies, Jamun
Chips. Products manufac-
tured by the members of
Udaan Mahila Krishak
Producer, under Bihaan,
are being sold at this C-
Mart opened in
Chikhalputi, Kondagaon.

Here, all kinds of local
products will be available
for sale under one roof.
Chief Minister appreciat-
ed the products of C-Mart.

It is noteworthy that
products worth about Rs
19 lakh are being sold in
C-Mart Kondagaon. Chief
Minister tried and
praised the taste of

Jamun Chips at C-Mart.
Women working at the
store told Chief Minister
that jamun is a seasonal
fruit; we have made
jamun chips so that peo-
ple may enjoy the taste of
jamun round the year.
Women in the Udaan
group are manufacturing
a total of 587 products.

With melodious sound of Shabri flute,
CM inaugurates Kondagaon C-Mart



Central Chronicle News

Baderajpur, May 28:
With an aim to redress the
pending problems of
teachers in Baderajpur
block a special camp was
organized by Block
Education Office and this
type of camp was organ-
ized for the first time in
this block. In this camp a
total of 51 applications

were received and imme-
diate solution was given to
15 applications in this
camp. The remaining 36
applications were sent to
District Education Office
Jagdalpur for redressal.
BEO Baderajpur informed
that on May 31 at 2:30 pm
Block Level Joint
Paramarsh datri
Committee meeting is
scheduled.

Refressal camp solves
problems of teachers

Young ‘Rojedars’ felicitated by MWS
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 28: All
India Muslim Welfare
Foundation (AIMWF) or-
ganised a massive pro-
gramme at Chamber of
Commerce building here
on Tuesday. In this, the
children of young age
keeping fast on 'Mahe
Ramzan' and the children
having expertise in giving
'Aajan' and the children fol-
lowing 'Quran' for 30 day in
the month of 'Ramzan'
were felicitated.

In this programme, the
children from Kanker,
Kondagaon, Bijapur,
Sukma, Dantewada, and
Bastar region were pre-
sented with citation certifi-
cate and medal and boosted

their morale. The members
of AIMWF Jagdalpur
Bastar division organised
this programme at Bastar
Chamber of Commerce
building on Tuesday and it
was chaired by Vasim
Ahmed, patron Muslim
Welfare Society (MWS) and
it was conducted by Sajid
Wafa. A year back also they
presented citation certifi-

cate and medals to children
at younger age observing
'Roza' and delivering
'Aajan' and other such rites
of Muslim commnity by
visiting door-to-door.

But this year the people
from Muslim communitiy
from Jagdalpur and nearby
areas gathered in large
number and made this pro-
gramme successful. Patron
Muslim Welfare Society
Vasimi Ahmed informed
that this small step taken
by the Society leaves a last-
ing impression in the mind
of young children and
takes them on a positive
path. He informed that
Society would continue to

organise such programmes
in the near future, so that
children can be nurtured
in balanced manner.

At the same time, the
Muslim brethren going to
'Haj' from Muslim Welfare
Society Jagdalpur were
also wished all the best for
their pilgrimage and many
children were presented ci-
tation certificate and me-
mentoes. In this pro-
gramme the Divisional
Working President of
Muslim Welfare Society
Nizam-ur-Rehman, Rahsid
Pawar, Imran Barbatia,
Sajid Shamim, Ajijur
Rehman, Adil Qadri and
others were present.

Water scarcity looms large in 
tribal village Kekradholki Para

Ramkrishna Dhruv

Mainpur, May 28: The
value of a drop of water
can be understood when
one visits tribal village
Kekradholki Para, depend-
ent village of village pan-
chayat Dhanora. The vil-
lagers have dug 5-6 feet dip
feet pit in the sandy field
besides river and they are
collecting water from that
pit to quench their thirst.

The tall claims of dis-
trict administration have
turned hollow and even

PHE department officials
entrusted with the respon-
sibility of making avail-
able water to this village
have turned nelson's eye
from the problem.

This village situated 55
km from tehsil headquar-
ter Mainpur is inhabited
by 20 families who are trib-
als. The population is
about 65 but  no initiative
has been taken by the ad-
ministration to make
available water.

There is no hand pump
in this village and vil-

lagers have dug 5-6 feet pit
besides the river for water
in this hot summer. In
summer season even this
pit gets dried up and vil-
lagers do not get water.
The villagers have made
several efforts for  digging
a hand pump but have
failed to solve their prob-
lem.

Forest deptt dug hand
pump four months back
but forgot to fit handle
The villagers have taken

a decision to send an appli-
cation to the collector

Namrata Gandhi appris-
ing her about their prob-
lem. In February 2022 for-
est department dug a hand
pump in the village but
forgot to fit handle and
other parts even after four
months.

Court gives verdict against
Shriram Transport Finance 

Nizam Rahman

Jagdalpur, May 28: The
recent verdict of a major
case was pronounced in
the court of Chief Judicial
Magistrate Sukma, by
Presiding Magistrate
Krishnakant Bhardwaj, is
also an eye opener towards
Cooperate Laws and its
blind application against
employees, embezzled in
clauses and deadlines.

The verdict was pro-
nounced under case num-
ber 356/2021, crime num-
ber 64/2021 and according
to information, in this
case, three persons, Vijay
Raj S/o Inderpal Singh,
Nilesh Pandey S/o Gopika
Pandey and Rinku Sahu
S/o Shashibhushan Sahu,
were made accused as per
the complaint of Dinesh
Singh Chauhan, Branch
Manager, Sukma Shriram
Transport Finance.

An FIR was registered

by the station in-charge
Akeshwar Nag under sec-
tions 420, 409, and 34,
against the accused citing
inappropriate fund trans-
fer. It was alleged that
Vijay Raj Singh, ex-branch
manager Sukma, confis-
cated 39 vehicles from the
borrowers of the company
and sold all the vehicles
outside without informing
the company, and in this
work the Regional Branch

Head of Shriram Finance,
Nilesh Pandey and
Regional Collection Head
Rinku Sahu are also in-
volved.

With the connivance of
the three, 39 vehicles were
sold in and the amount re-
ceived was embezzled and
the company was not in-
formed about any action.
In this way, all three
caused a loss of three
crore twenty four thou-

sand nine hundred and
sixty rupees to Shri Ram
Finance Company. In the
entire case, 44 people's tes-
timony was taken before
the court and it also came
to the fore from the judg-
ment that a departmental
inquiry was being con-
ducted on the matter,
whose report was not re-
ceived, and before the com-
pletion of departmental
inquiry, an FIR was
lodged.

The prosecution also
failed to prove that the ac-
cused had any kind of col-
lusion, so the crime
against the accused is not
proved by the analysis of
evidence and evidence in
the case. Therefore, the ac-
cused persons were set
free by the honourable
court. The involvement of
the police is also a ques-
tion mark here as, the FIR
was lodged without proper
verification.

SJA honours Santosh Singh
Central Chronicle News

Masturi, May 28: In the
Rest House of Water
Resources Department,
Pachpedi, the journalists of
Shramjeevi Journalists
Association(SJA) Masturi
honored the outgoing
President Santosh Singh
Thakur by presenting him
with a shawl, Shrifal and a
bouquet.

It is to be known that
Santosh Thakur, who was
the President of Masturi
Unit for a long time, has been
appointed as the President of
Bilaspur District Working
Journalists Association by
State President Arvind
Awasthi on May 6, on the rec-
ommendation of State
General Secretary Vishwa
Deepak Rai. The colleagues
present in the meeting ex-

pressed their best wishes for
a bright future. Along with
making Thakur the presi-
dent, gratitude was ex-
pressed to the state presi-
dent and general secretary
that he respected his ac-
tivism, diligence and organi-
zational ability by appoint-
ing a journalist partner of
rural area as the president of
the district.

It is worth mentioning
that since 1994, when the di-
visional conference of the
working journalists union
was held in Bilaspur city,

that is, since 29 years, the
journalists of Masturi re-
gion have been strongly asso-
ciated with the union, they
are active and energetic as
well. Om Prakash Pandey,
Nanku Sahu, Basant Bansal,
Uday Singh Thakur,
Harishankar Pandey, Sanjay
Pandey, Durga Prajapati,
Krishnadev Khatkar,
Krishna Kumar Chandel,
Jagannath Netam,
Suryaprakash Ghritalhare,
Santosh Mishra, Shatrughan
Sahu and other journalists
were present in the meeting.

201 CoBRA Battalion, CRPF
conducts civic action program 

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 28: In the
highly Naxal-affected
areas of Sukma district,
mutual coordination and
trust between the security
forces and the villagers is
now visible.

Abhijeet Singh Rathore
(Deputy Commandant),
Pawan Kumar, under the
direction of Soumitra Roy,
Commandant of 201
Cobra Battalion at Camp
Chintalnar under the
highly sensitive Naxal-af-
fected police station
Chintalnar area, due to
the establishment of mu-
tual harmony between the
villagers and the security

forces organized a civic
action program in the
presence of Badgujar
(Assistant Commandant),
Sub-Inspector Suresh
Singh and Station House
Officer Ishwar Dhruv.

In the camp villagers of
Teemapuram, Badi
Morpalli, Chhoti Morpalli
and other villages were
distributed Sarees, Lungi,
Gamcha, stationery for
children and sports mate-

rial etc. The villagers and
the children were very
happy and cheerful on re-
ceiving this gifts

It is to be known that for
better coordination be-
tween the security forces
and the villagers by the
government, Cobra, CRPF
organizes such events
from time to time. Under
which the necessary mate-
rials are provided to the
villagers.

BJP workers agitate against low quality of manure
Central Chronicle News

Dongargarh, May 28:
BJP workers staged a 6-
hour protest at
Manikanchan center num-
ber 3 protesting against
the low quality of manure
being given to the farmers
of the region. The party
workers had allegedly
caught red-handed, some
cooperative workers filling
the sacks with low quality
fertilizer. The sacks in
which soil and cow dung
were being filled were
sacks of earthworm ma-
nure, whose weight was
said to be 30 kg, but in-
stead of 30 kg, weight was
found in each sack rang-
ing from 22 kg to 25 kg.

State coordinator of the
BJP's cooperative-cell
Shashikant Dwivedi

charged that farmers are
being forcibly given soil
and dry dung in the name
of manure. The govern-
ment has made it manda-
tory to take it along with
the fertilizer of the mar-
ket, due to which the farm-
ers are feeling cheated.

Municipal officer
Yemen Devangan, also
found the complaint cor-

rect and instructed
Agriculture Officer
Pramod Verma to take
samples of soil and dry
dung being filled in the
center. Nitin Bakshi, in-
charge of the center, ac-
cepted that the dry cow
dung is lying in the dung
procurement center and
soil got mixed up with the
dung, which is being filled

directly into the sack. He
had to say that due to non-
availability of sack of
super manure, it is being
filled in sack of earth-
worm manure and is
being sold in the society at
the rate of Rs.6/kg.

Deputy engineer and
nodal officer, Kishore
Thakur, said that the ma-
nure containing soil is

being packed, and there is
a disturbance in weighing
too. The BJP demanded
that selling dry cow dung
and soil to the farmers in
the name of manure is
sheer injustice; it should
be closed immediately and
demanded action against
the guilty officers and em-
ployees.

Reports of no lab test, of
manure being done in the
center has also been re-
ported and as per rules,
the samples need to be
tested prior to packaging
and selling. Meanwhile
there are also reports of
disturbances in the name
of women's group, and
money is being disbursed
to the groups, though
records show no group di-
rectly involved in the work
of the Society.

p In village Chintalnar
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Vijay Raj Singh, Nilesh Pandey,
Rinku Sahu

BM Dinesh Singh
Chauhan

One hand pump dug after 75 years but no handle fitted after 5 months

WWhhaatt  vviillllaaggee  ppaanncchhaayyaatt  
sseeccrreettaarryy  ssaayyss

Village Panchayat Dhanora
secretary Salam Khan said, a
proposal has been send to PHE
department for the installation
of hand pump in this village.

Central Chronicle News

DDhhaammttaarrii,,  MMaayy  2288::  Hundreds
of consumers who do not pay
electricity bills are being de-
prived of the benefit of 400
unit's discount. In such a situa-
tion, on behalf of the depart-
ment, they are being motivat-
ed to take advantage of the
scheme by paying the bill. 

If sources are to be believed,
more than 31 thousand con-
sumers have got the benefit of
the discount in the last three
years. Due to this, the burden
of more than 64 crores has
come on the state government.  

It is noteworthy that to pro-
vide relief to the BPL category
consumers, 400 units of elec-
tricity bill waiver scheme has
been started by the state gov-
ernment. Under this, the eligi-
ble consumers have to waive
their bill for consuming up to
400 units of electricity.  

According to information,
there are more than 2 lakh
electricity consumers in the
district, more than 96 thou-

sand consumers are domestic
connection holders. It has been
told that there are 83 thousand
consumers in Dhamtari divi-
sion, who get the benefit of
400 units electricity bill exemp-
tion, but at present hundreds
of beneficiaries who have not
paid the bill for the last three
months have been deprived of
the benefit of the scheme. 

If sources are to be believed,
in the last three years in
Dhamtari district, about 1 lakh
31 thousand 508 electricity
consumers have got the bene-
fit of 400 units of electricity bill
exemption. In lieu of this, an
additional financial burden of
64.96 crores has come on the
State government. 

Consumers deprived of
benefit of exemption

What officer says
"The eligible consumers are

getting the benefit of 400 unit
electricity bill discount.
Consumers are also being mo-
tivated for this."

--  VViivveekk  SShhaarrmmaa  EEEE  CCSSEEBB..

LANGUR FOR MONKEYS

Hindu priest Shashi Kant Sharma feeds langur monkeys during a hot summer day in Pushkar, Saturday.
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Seized 
i Palghar: Police have

arrested two Nigerian
nationals from
Nalasopara in
Maharashtra’s Palghar
district for allegedly
possessing
mephedrone, a banned
drug, worth Rs 11.50
lakh, an official said on
Saturday. The Anti
Narcotics Cell (ANC) of
the Mira Bhayandar-
Vasai Virar (MBVV)
police arrested the duo
on Friday, he said. An
offence was registered
against the two accused
- Austin Omaka (45)
and his accomplice
Joseph Emmanual (36)
- under the Narcotic
Drugs and
Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS) Act
at Tulinj police station,
MBVV police
spokesperson Balram
Palkar said, adding the
both of them hail from
Lagos city of Nigeria.

Man dies
i Thane: A 50-year-old

farmer from a village
near Ambarnath in
Maharashtra’s Thane
district died in a hospi-
tal days after he was al-
legedly attacked while
he was trying to broker
peace between two per-
sons engaged in a quar-
rel, police said on
Saturday. The accused,
Abhimanyu Mahadu
Bhagyawant (50), who
assaulted the victim,
was one of the persons
involved in the quarrel,
an official said, adding
that a case of murder
was registered against
him following the
death of the victim,
Kathod Bhagyawant,
on Friday morning.

Arrested
i Srinagar: A militant

associate was arrested
with arms and ammu-
nition in Baramulla
district of Jammu
and Kashmir, police
said on Saturday.
Security forces on
Friday established a
routine mobile vehi-
cle checkpoint at the
Authoora Bala bridge
in north Kashmir’s
Baramulla. During the
checking, the joint
party intercepted a per-
son whose movement
raised suspicion, a po-
lice official said.

Bhopal, May 28 (PTI):

President Ram Nath
Kovind on Saturday said
India is providing the
most affordable medical
facilities in the world and
people from abroad, espe-
cially the neighbouring
nations, visit the hospitals
in the country to avail the
health care services.

He also said that India is
fast emerging as a medical
tourism hub.

“India has the cheapest
medical facilities in the
world and in the hospitals,
especially in Delhi, people
from neighbouring coun-
tries are found getting
treatment more than the
local patients,” Kovind
said here after inaugurat-

ing ‘Arogya Manthan’, a
conference on the topic
‘One Nation, One Health
System’.

Referring to the coron-
avirus pandemic, Kovind
said an invisible disease
started plaguing the coun-
try two-and-a-half years
back.

“Only one or two per
cent people remained un-
affected by it,” he said.

He praised the country’s
scientists and doctors for
their efforts in developing
a vaccine that saved the
lives of people.

“Hundred years back,
when a pandemic broke
out, it killed crores of peo-
ple at one go. But the situa-
tion has now changed with
the development of vac-
cines,” the president
added.

He said that during his
recent visit to Jamaica
and Saint Vincent, he par-
ticipated in eight func-

tions wherein the leaders
of those countries praised
India for providing vac-
cines against COVID-19 to
them in their hour of
need.

“Prime Minister
Narendra Modi sent 50,000
Covishield vaccine doses
each to Jamaica and St
Vincent free of cost. The
top leaders of both the
countries did not get tired
of praising India for its
humanitarian gesture,” he
said.

President Kovind said
that while he focused on
enhancing the bilateral
ties between India and the
countries he visited, the
leaders there were more
interested in knowing
about India’s medical facil-
ities. “India is fast emerg-
ing as a hub of medical
tourism, where health
care facilities and institu-
tional treatment are avail-
able easily,” he said.

India home to world’s most affordable
health care facilities: Prez

President Ram Nath Kovind with Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan during Arogya Manthan
programme on One Nation-One Health System-Is the Need
of Hour, organised by Arogya Bharti, in Bhopal, Saturday.

Meerut, May 28:

The photograph of a
banner placed outside a
police station in Meerut
forbidding BJP workers
from entering it has gone
viral on social media.

The banner reads “BJP
Karyakartaon Ka Thane
Main Aana Mana Hai”
(BJP workers are forbid-
den from entering the po-
lice station).” The name of
the station house officer of
medical college police sta-
tion is also written below
the note.

Former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister Akhilesh
Yadav also shared the pic-
ture and tweeted, “It has
happened for the first time
in five-six years, the people
of ruling party are forbid-

den to enter police station.
This is the state of BJP
government in the state.”

Senior Superintendent
of Police Prabhakar
Chaudhary said, “The
banner was put up by
some unidentified people
in the afternoon. Police
has identified some people

for their alleged involve-
ment in the matter and ac-
tion will be taken against
them.”

The officer added that
minutes before the banner
was put up, two groups
reached the police station
over some old property
dispute.

Banner at UP police station barring BJP workers Punjab Police withdraws security of political leaders
Chandigarh, May 28 (PTI):

The Punjab Police has or-
dered the withdrawal of se-
curity of 424 people, includ-
ing former MLAs,
Jathedars of two Takhts,
heads of Deras, and police
officers.

The additional director
general of police (security),
however, said in an order on
Friday that the security per-
sonnel were “being with-
drawn on a purely tempo-
rary basis in connection
with an emergent law and
order duty”.

Prominent among the
Sikh temporal authorities
to have lost the security
cover is Giani Harpreet
Singh, Jathedar of Takht
Damdama Sahib in
Bathinda. He also holds the

charge of Jathedar of Akal
Takht, the highest temporal
seat of Sikhs.

The security of Giani
Raghbir Singh, Jathedar of
Takht Kesgarh Sahib in
Anandpur Sahib district;
Sant Niranjan Dass, chief of
Dera Sachkhand Ballan in
Jalandhar; Satguru Udhay
Singh Namdhari, Bhaini
Sahib, Ludhiana; Giani
Jagtar Singh, head granthi
at Golden Temple in
Amritsar; Baba Lakha
Singh, Gurdwara Nanaksar
Kaleran wale, Jagraon; and
Sant Tarminder Singh,
Dera chief of Kahna
Dhesian, Goraya in
Jalandhar has also been
withdrawn, as per the order.

Ten personnel deployed
to protect Dera Radha
Soami Satsang Beas, nine of

Dera Divya Jyoti Jagriti
Sansthan, Noormahal and
six to guard Shahi Imam
Punjab, Mohammad Usman
Ludhianvi have also been
withdrawn.

Among MLAs whose se-
curity has been rolled back
are Shiromani Akali Dal
legislator from Majitha seat
Ganieve Kaur Majithia,
Congress MLA from
Jalandhar Cantonment
Pargat Singh and AAP MLA
from Ludhiana North
Madan Lal Bagga. The secu-
rity cover of former
Congress MLAs Kuljit
Singh Nagra, Balwinder
Singh Laddi, Harminder
Gill, Madan Lal Jalalpur,
Surjit Dhiman, Hardial
Kamboj and Sukhpal
Bhullar, former BJP and
SAD legislators Dinesh

Babbu, Sharanjit Singh
Dhillon, Kanwarjit Singh
and Gurpartap Singh
Wadala has also been
dropped.

Former AAP MLAs
Kanwar Sandhu and Jagtar
Singh Jagga have also lost
their security cover. The
personnel deployed to pro-
tect former MLA and BJP
leader Fatehjang Bajwa, for-
mer minister Tikshan Sood
and BJP chief spokesper-
son Anil Sareen have also
been called back.

The security of former
Punjab Vidhan Sabha
Speakers Rana K P Singh
and Nirmal Singh Kahlon,
former deputy speaker
Ajaib Singh Bhatti and for-
mer MP Shamsher Singh
Dullo has also been with-
drawn.

New Delhi, May 28:

Bharatiya Janata Party
president JP Nadda met
party leaders and Union
ministers from the
Scheduled Tribes in a bid
to reach out to the commu-
nity.

Nadda’s meeting with
the party’s tribal leaders as-
sumes importance as states
with substantial tribal pop-

ulation like Gujarat and
Himachal Pradesh are
going to polls later this
year.

The other states of
Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
which also have sizeable
number of Scheduled
Tribes will go to polls next
year. Besides Nadda, the
meeting was attended by
BJP’s national general sec-
retary (organisation) B L
Santhosh, party’s central or-
ganiser V Satish, national
general secretary Dilip

Saikia, and Union ministers
Arjun Munda and Faggan
Singh Kulaste.

According to sources, dur-
ing the meeting, Nadda and
Santhosh suggested party
leaders ways to further in-
crease the penetration
among all ST communities
across the country. All BJP
MPs and leaders hailing
from tribal communities
also attended the meeting.

Nadda holds meeting with BJP’s tribal leaders
Kolkata, May 28 (PTI):

West Bengal cabinet’s
nod to a proposal to make
the chief minister the
chancellor of state-run
universities in place of the
governor has evoked a
mixed response from the
teachers’ associations.

Outfits such as JUTA
and WBCUTA have de-

nounced the move and
called for appointing any
renowned academician in
the post, while ABUTA
said the move will make
educational institutions a
hotbed of politics but
WBCUPA, known for its
proximity to the TMC,
said it was necessary due
to the “non-cooperative at-
titude” of Governor

Jagdeep Dhankhar.
Jadavpur University

Teachers’ Association
(JUTA) said in a statement
that the move will in-
crease the “state’s stran-
glehold over universities”.

“This will make the con-
cept of autonomy mooted
by educationists for long
redundant and non-exis-
tent.

Move to make CM state varsities’ 
chancellor evokes mixed response

Uttarakhand home to 12 freshwater
turtle species: ZSI study

Kolkata, May 28 (PTI):

A Zoological Survey of
India (ZSI) study has report-
ed that Uttarakhand is
home to 12 freshwater turtle
species, with more than half
the species globally threat-
ened.

ZSI scientist Dr Archana
Bahuguna reported the di-
versity of the turtles and
tortoises in Uttarakhand
based on extensive surveys
done by her and also report-
ed new records for the area
including Morenia petersi
(Anderson) IUCN status en-
dangered species.

“They are the world’s
most endangered verte-
brates with more than half
the species globally threat-
ened in the IUCN Red List.

They face severe threats
due to pollution, habitat
fragmentation, indiscrimi-
nate hunting for food and
use in traditional Chinese
medicine, Director,
Zoological Survey of India,
Dr Dhriti Banerjee told PTI
on Saturday.

Most of the turtles and
tortoises found in
Uttarakhand have been
identified as endangered by
IUCN Red List and are pro-
tected under the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972,
Banerjee said.

They are also traded to
different parts of world be-
cause of the medicinal
value and ornamental value
of their shell.

Bahuguna, scientist of
Northern Regional centre,
Zoological Survey of India,
along with scientists of
Maaty Biodiversity
Conservation and Societal
Research organization,
Dehradun Dr Ankita
Rajpoot and Dr Ved Kumar
generated the DNA barcode
for species of turtles and
tortoises of Uttarakhand,
Banerjee said.

These species are present
in other parts of India too.

Geographic genetic sig-
nature was also developed
to differentiate them from
the species present in other
parts of the country espe-
cially from Northeast India,
the place noted to be richest
in the diversity of turtles
and tortoises.

This work is useful in the
identification of the species
of seized material of turtles
and tortoises and also in
finding the origin of seized
turtle meat, she said. The
work had been published in
Forensic Science
International: Reports and
is useful for conducting fur-
ther molecular study on
freshwater turtles and tor-
toises, even from preserved
old samples and this base-
line data will be used to gen-
erate more DNA barcodes
for various species of fresh-
water turtles and tortoises,
the ZSI director said.
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UKRAINIAN REFUGEES

Ukrainian refugee Tetyana Dzymik (C), a 38-year-old drawing teacher from a village near
Bucha, poses for a picture along with her children, twins Ivan and Danylo, and baby
Oleksiy, as they stand at the entrance to an NGO tent after crossing the Ukrainian-
Slovakian border into Slovakia at the Vysne Nemecke border crossing, eastern Slovakia.

PM POSES FOR A PICTURE

Denmark’s Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen (R) poses for a picture during a cam-
paign on the Danish EU-defence opt-out referendum, on a pedestrian street in
Holbaek, Denmark. Estimated 4.2 millions Danes are called to vote on June 1, 2022 in a
referendum on overturning its opt-out from the EU defence policy, following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

BRIEF

Freed
Tokyo: Fusako
Shigenobu, who co-
founded the terrorist
group Japanese Red
Army, was released
from prison Saturday
after serving a 20-year
sentence, and apolo-
gised for hurting inno-
cent people. I feel
strongly that I have fi-
nally come out alive,
she said, welcomed by
her daughter and a
crowd of reporters
and supporters in
Tokyo. I have hurt in-
nocent people I did not
know by putting our
struggles first.
Although those were
different times, I
would like to take this
opportunity to apolo-
gise deeply, said
Shigenobu, who wore
a black hat and gray
suit. Shigenobu was
convicted of master-
minding the 1974 siege
of the French
Embassy in the Hague,
the Netherlands.

3 wounded
Chicago: Three peo-
ple were shot and
wounded on Friday in
a suburb west of
Chicago, authorities
said. The Chicago
Police Department
said a man was sitting
in a parked car with a
woman standing by
his driver side window
when both were struck
with gunfire at about
10.15 p.m. in South
Austin, the Chicago
Sun-Times reported.
The man, 34, was shot
twice in the neck and
taken to the hospital in
critical condition, and
the woman, 31, was
shot in the elbow and
in good condition, po-
lice said. A third per-
son, a 32-year-old man,
was driving down the
street when the shoot-
ing occurred and was
also struck by gunfire,
police said. He was
also taken to the hospi-
tal and is in good con-
dition.

Teen killed 
Jerusalem: The
Palestinian Health
Ministry said Israeli
forces shot and killed a
teenager on Friday dur-
ing an operation in a
town near Bethlehem in
the occupied West
Bank. The ministry
identified the slain teen
as Zaid Ghunaim, 15. It
said he was wounded by
Israeli gunfire in the
neck and back and that
doctors failed to save
his life. The death rais-
es to five the number of
Palestinian teenagers
killed during Israeli
military operations in
the West Bank in the
past month. Israeli-
Palestinian violence
has intensified in re-
cent weeks with near-
daily arrest raids in
Palestinian-adminis-
tered areas of the West
Bank and tensions
around a Jerusalem
holy site sacred to both
Muslims and Jews.

Monkeypox
Buenos Aires:
Argentina reported
two cases of the mon-
keypox virus on
Friday in men who
had recently arrived
from Spain, marking
the first time the pres-
ence of the virus has
been confirmed in
Latin America during
this latest outbreak.
Argentina’s health
ministry first con-
firmed a man from
the province of
Buenos Aires who had
traveled to Spain has
monkeypox. Later in
the day, the ministry
said in a statement
that a suspected case
involving a resident of
Spain who had ar-
rived in Argentina
earlier in the week
was also confirmed
positive.

Islamabad, May 28:

Failure of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf leaders to
mobilise enough protesters
during the Azadi March in
Islamabad has caused disap-
pointment to former
Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan.

A Geo News journalist,
Shahzeb Khanzada reveals
that the ousted chairman ex-
pected that a large number
of people would participate
in the long march on their
own as they did when Imran
Khan was ousted through a
no-confidence motion.

The root of Imran Khan’s
anger stems from the fact
that although in Punjab, PTI
holds 83 National Assembly

seats and 158 provincial as-
sembly seats, voters partici-
pated only in Lahore and
that too in low numbers, re-
ported Geo News.

According to the PTI lead-
ers, they were not provided
with sufficient time by the
former prime minister to
prepare before the march to
plan transportation and lo-
gistics. Although they re-
quested Khan to extend the

date for a few days, he re-
fused as he thought that the
Shehbaz Sharif government
would plan on stopping the
march.

Further, apart from sup-
porters from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, the PTI does
not have enough supporters
elsewhere who would brave
the police, tear gas or ex-
treme heat, in an effort to
reach the federal capital,
which caused the low partic-
ipation, reported Geo News.

In spite of trying to ex-
plain to the former prime
minister that arriving in
Islamabad without a fixed
date would be a far more po-
tent strategy and that it was
not a good idea to go for a
march without proper plan-

ning, Imran Khan turned a
deaf ear to the requests.
Earlier, the ousted prime
minister held a long protest
march on May 25 against
the present government, de-
manding the dissolution of
the National Assembly and
to conduct the next general
election and invited people
to join in large numbers.

Khan after departing for
Islamabad from the Wali
Interchange in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa on
Wednesday afternoon,
asked ‘all Pakistanis’ to
take to the streets in their
respective cities and ap-
pealed to women and chil-
dren to come out of their
homes for ‘real independ-
ence’.

Imran Khan disappointed over low
public participation in Azadi March

United Nations, May 28 (AP):

China and Russia
blocked the UN Security
Council from issuing a
statement on Friday ex-
pressing concern at the
violence and serious hu-
manitarian situation in
Myanmar and the limit-
ed progress on imple-
menting a regional plan
to restore peace to the
strife-torn Southeast
Asian nation, diplomats
said Friday evening.

The council was
briefed virtually behind
closed doors Friday after-
noon by Cambodia’s
Foreign Minister Prak
Sokhonn, the special
envoy for Myanmar for
the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations,
and UN envoy for
Myanmar Noeleen
Heyzer on efforts to re-
solve the crisis in the
country since the

February 1, 2021 military
coup.

When the army ousted
the elected government
of Aung San Suu Kyi, it
claimed with scant evi-
dence that the general
election her party won in
November 2020 in a land-
slide was marred by
widespread fraud.

The coup almost imme-
diately sparked wide-
spread street protests
that security forces tried
to crush, and continuing
widespread resistance to
the army’s takeover has
resulted in what some
UN experts have charac-
terized as a civil war that
is challenging the mili-
tary’s ability to govern.

The proposed British-
drafted press statement,
obtained by The
Associated Press,
stressed the central role
of ASEAN in facilitating
a peaceful solution to the

crisis and reiterated
council members’ calls to
pursue dialogue with all
parties concerned in the
interests of the people of
Myanmar.

However, they ex-
pressed concern at the
limited progress against
the Five Point Consensus
over a year since it was
agreed, and called for
concrete actions to effec-
tively and fully imple-
ment the consensus, the
proposed statement said.

Council diplomats
speaking on condition of
anonymity because nego-
tiations were private,
said China and Russia
objected to parts of the
text.

China’s UN Mission
said it proposed slow
progress rather than lim-
ited progress on the Five
Point Consensus, saying
in a statement that this
wording is factual but

less condescending.
China said it also of-

fered other formulations
that weren’t accepted,
and the penholder —
Britain — simply gave up
negotiating, which it
called very unfortunate,
saying there was only a
slight difference that was
not impossible to over-
come.

The 10-nation ASEAN
group issued the Five
Point Consensus on
Myanmar’s crisis in late
April 2021.

It called for the imme-
diate cessation of vio-
lence, a dialogue among
all concerned parties,
mediation of the dia-
logue process by an
ASEAN special envoy,
provision of humanitari-
an aid through ASEAN
channels, and a visit to
Myanmar by the special
envoy to meet all con-
cerned parties.

Russia and China block UN statement on Myanmar crisisChina’s foreign minister visits
Samoa on Pacific Island trip

Beijing, May 28 (AP):

China’s foreign minis-
ter met with the leaders
of Samoa on Saturday on
the third stop of an is-
land-hopping tour aimed
at deepening China’s ties
with the Pacific Island
nations.

The two sides signed
an economic and techni-
cal cooperation agree-
ment, a handover certifi-
cate for an arts and cul-
ture center and the
Samoa China Friendship
Park, and an exchange of
letters for a fingerprint
laboratory for the police,
a Samoan government
news release said.

Australia and the
United States are closely
watching the 10-day trip
by Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi, fearful

that China could be lay-
ing the groundwork for
an eventual military
presence in the region
that would extend its
reach farther into the
Pacific. China says its de-
velopment of economic
and security ties with
Pacific Island nations
doesn’t pose a threat to
others.

Wang, who arrived
from Kiribati on Friday
night and left for Fiji on
Saturday afternoon, met
with Samoan Prime
Minister Fiame Naomi
Mata’afa and paid a cour-
tesy call on head of state
T u i m a l e a l i i f a n o
Va’aletoa Sualauvi II.

His delegation includ-
ed representatives of
China’s Commerce
Ministry and interna-
tional development

agency.
Fiame and Wang dis-

cussed climate change,
the COVID-19 pandemic
and security issues, the
Samoan release said.

It described China as a
key development partner
for Samoa, providing in-
frastructure for health,
education and govern-
ment, human resource
development, sports de-
velopment and technical
assistance in agriculture.

In Fiji, Wang will host
a meeting with Pacific
Island foreign ministers
and hopes to win the en-
dorsement of 10 Pacific
nations for a sweeping
agreement that would
cover everything from se-
curity to fisheries. He
started his trip on
Thursday in the Solomon
Islands.

Islamabad, May 28 (PTI):

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
said his government’s
move to increase fuel
prices was necessary to
avoid the country from fac-
ing bankruptcy.

Pakistan on Thursday
increased the prices of pe-
troleum products by Rs 30
per litre. Following the
hike, price of petrol is now
at Rs 179.85, diesel at Rs
174.15, kerosene at Rs
155.95 and light diesel at Rs
148.41.

In his first address to the
nation after assuming
power last month,
Shehbaz talked mostly
about the domestic prob-
lem faced by the govern-
ment.

His main focus was the
relief package for the vul-
nerable groups after the

government increased the
petroleum prices to get an
assistance package from
the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).

The prime minister said
the move to increase fuel
prices was necessary to
avoid Pakistan from fac-
ing bankruptcy.

Shehbaz said the deci-
sion to increase petroleum
prices was tough. We with
a heavy heart increased
prices of petroleum; we
have to take the decision
in a difficult economic sit-

uation. It is due to the in-
credible price hike in pe-
troleum prices in the glob-
al market, he said.

The previous govern-
ment had announced a
subsidy which could not
be supported by the treas-
ury. We took the decision
by preferring the country
on our own interest, he
said.

To mitigate the impact
of the hike in the petrole-
um prices, he announced
a Rs 28 billion per month
relief package to provide
Rs 2,000 per month to
about 14 million families.

These families com-
prise almost 80 million in-
dividuals which is one
third of the total popula-
tion of the country, he
said.

Shhebaz also blamed
the previous government
for the current hike in pe-

troleum as it has commit-
ted with the IMF for this
increase.

You made a deal with
the IMF, not we; you ac-
cepted their tough condi-
tions, not we; you burden
the people with inflation,
not we; you pushed the
country into an economic
puddle, not we , he said.

He also announced
launching consultations
with all political parties
for agreeing on a Charter
of Economy, so that no
government in future
could change the econom-
ic direction of the country.

Justifying the vote of
no-confidence against for-
mer premier Imran Khan,
Shehbaz said the previous
government had de-
stroyed the country. We
changed a corrupt govern-
ment on the demand of
the people, he said.

Fuel price hike was necessary to avoid
bankruptcy, says Pak PM Shehbaz

US: Turkey’s NATO issues with
Sweden, Finland will be fixed

Washington, May 28 (AP):

US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said Friday
he’s confident Turkey’s ob-
jections to Finland and
Sweden joining NATO can be
overcome swiftly, possibly in
time for a summit of alliance
leaders at the end of next
month. At a news conference
in Washington with visiting
Finnish Foreign Minister
Pekka Haavisto, Blinken said
the US has no reason to be-
lieve Turkey’s concerns can-
not be addressed. His com-
ments came after Turkey’s
top diplomat said Finland
and Sweden would have to
take concrete steps before
Ankara could support their
membership.

The United States fully
supports Finland and
Sweden joining the alliance
and I continue to be confi-

dent that both will soon be
NATO members, Blinken
said. “We look forward to
being able to call Finland and
Sweden our allies.”

Haavisto said his country
and Sweden had held good
negotiations with the Turks
over their concerns in recent
days and said those discus-
sions would continue with
an eye toward resolving
them before the NATO sum-
mit in Madrid at the end of
June.

We agreed to continue to
those talks, Haavisto said.
We think that these problems
can be solved that Turkey
has been raising. We hope
that some results could be
achieved before the NATO
summit.

Sweden and Finland sub-
mitted their written applica-
tions to join NATO last week.
The move represents one of

the biggest geopolitical rami-
fications of Russia’s war in
Ukraine and could rewrite
Europe’s security map.

The countries’ member-
ship bids require support
from all 30 current NATO
countries, but Turkey, which
commands the second-
largest military in the al-
liance, is objecting to them. It
has cited alleged support for
Kurdish militants whom
Turkey considers terrorists
and restrictions on weapons
sales to Turkey. Earlier
Friday, Turkish Foreign
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu
said the Finnish and
Swedish negotiating delega-
tions had been given docu-
ments detailing Turkey’s
concerns, like information
on terror groups, during
their visit to Turkey this
week. He said Ankara is
awaiting specific answers.

N ot too long ago,

drones were ei-

ther classified as ex-

pensive military

equipment or small

recreational toys.

However, things have

drastically changed

over the last few years

as drones, officially

known as Remotely

Piloted Aerial

Systems (RPAS), have

been found to be a

practical solution for

applications across

several industries.

This change in how

drones are viewed can

be primarily attrib-

uted to their capabili-

ty to generate on-de-

mand digital aerial

data, rapidly, in a cost-

effective manner.

It would be fair to say that
the development, adoption,
and usage of drones are still
at a nascent stage. However,
it is also true that drones are
providing disruptive solu-
tions that are bringing pen-
and-paper operations into
the digital age.

The last few years have
seen drones becoming an in-
tegral part of the operations
of many government and
private establishments, espe-
cially in industry sectors
that had been technological-
ly stagnant due to one reason
or another. Drones are per-
forming dull, dirty, and dan-
gerous jobs in an efficient
and timely manner, and thus
becoming a better alterna-
tive to traditional ways of
working.

Some of the current appli-
cations of drones include
surveillance & security, in-
spection and monitoring of
critical assets, surveying,
and logistics. These applica-
tions are across multiple in-
dustry sectors, such as de-
fence and homeland security,
agriculture, oil & gas, energy
& utilities, telecommunica-
tions, geospatial surveying,
mining, construction, and
transport. The adoption of
drone technology in India in
these sectors has moved
from an initial exploratory
phase to a stage where busi-
nesses are now intent on em-
bracing it as they discover
and appropriately utilize its
scope and potential.

Today, drones in India are
being usedin areas ranging
from monitoring crop health
for precision farming to in-
specting hundreds of kilo-
meters of gas pipelines to

providing border security to
delivering vital healthcare
supplies in time. The govern-
ment of India has been an
early adopter of this technol-
ogy through widespread
usage of drones for digitiz-
ing land records as part of
the SVAMITVA scheme,
mandating the use of drone
surveys in mines and high-
way construction, and pro-
moting Drone Shakti and
Kisan Drone initiatives for
agricultural transformation,
among others. With such a
diverse spectrum of use
cases, it is estimated that the
market for drones and relat-
ed solutions in the country
will grow to over Rs 15,000
crores in the next 3-4 years.

Recognizing the potential
of this emerging and strate-
gic technology sector, the
government has the vision to
make India a global drone
hub by the end of the decade.
With this goal in mind, the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
has, starting with the Drone
Rules 2021, introduced a slew
of policies and regulations
to liberalize the manufactur-
ing and operation of drones
in the country.

This is exactly the support
needed by the industry to in-
crease the capability, supply,
and proliferation of drone
technology while also gener-
ating new-age employment
opportunities for the youth
of the country. As the sector
grows, the drone industry
can generate more than
10,000 direct jobs in the near-
term, including drone pilots,
data analysts, hardware and
software developers, and
manufacturing, service & re-
pair technicians.

With a large potential
market, a strong forte in soft-
ware and solution develop-
ment, and a technical work-
force for Drone-as-a-Service
delivery, India has the right
platform and resources to
create and deliver drone-
based solutions at scale.

Opportunities, such as cre-
ating specialized and sand-
boxed test sites in public-pri-
vate partnerships for testing
new drone and counter-
drone technologies and test-
ing complex operations,
such as beyond-visual-line-
of-sight (BVLOS) operation
can accelerate this develop-
ment, as well as attract glob-
al players.

India must also attract a
component manufacturing
ecosystem (batteries, elec-
tric motors, electro-optics,
and sensors) which can be
leveraged to create drone
products and economies of
scale that can compete glob-
ally. Since drones are essen-
tially a mix of mobile
phones and electric vehicles,
steps taken to incentivize
component manufacturing
in these sectors will give a
much-needed boost to drone
manufacturing as well.

The future looks bright for
the drone sector in India.
The next few years are going
to be crucial for scaling the
adoption of drones and the
industry must ensure that it
promotes the use of drones
in a responsible, safe man-
ner, while providing effec-
tive outcomes to the end
users.

-The author is Director 
& Co-Founder,

Asteria Aerospace
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Patenting lies 
These days, the so-called

Gnanvapi mosque in Kashi (Uttar
Pradesh) is currently the top news
with the latest videos and photos
with engrossing facts. The Hindu
side has been making a good claim
for a long time that the Gnanvapi
mosque was an ancient Hindu shrine
and directly supports the claim by its
reference to the Vedas, Upanishadas
and Puranas. The famous Viswanath
temple is a stone's throw away from
the Gnanvapi mosque which was de-
molished by the Muslim rulers, in-
cluding Mughals but was rebuilt/ren-
ovated after each raid. Similarly, the
Gnanvapi mosque was built on the
debris of the then existing 'Sringer
Gauri Matt' by the Mughal Emperor
Aurangzeb in 1669. The issue is sub-
judice in the courts, and we have to
wait till a final verdict is pronounced.
On the other hand, the Muslim side
consisting of some moulanas, moulo-
vis and particularly Asaduddin
Owaisi, AIMIM leader and MP, are up
in arms about validating their claim
for the Gnanvapi mosque being built
as a mosque originally. In their emo-
tional outburst on the TV channels,
the issue has been made the ugliest
debate as to if they have got a
'patent right' for dishing out mis-
truths, irrational logic and even plain
lies. The recorded history has long-
established that during the Muslim
occupation of India cruelties were
meted out to Hindus in many forms
and thousands of Hindu temples
were got demolished and mosques
were built on their debris under the
royal command. Being Indians how
can they speak in support of the bar-
baric acts of the foreign invaders?
The religious loyalty surpassing the
Indian nationality is anti-constitu-
tional and the perpetrators must be
booked under law. In the court-moni-
tored survey report, a stunning reve-
lation has been made that Hindu
deities, Shivling, Nandi and symbols
rose, conch, trident, swastika etc.,
were found. 

PPaannnnaallaall  DDeeyy,,  vviiaa  eemmaaiill

A mere transfer 
of Dog-Walker

It is a shocking news a senior IAS
officer in the Delhi Government gets
Delhi's Thagraj Stadium emptied in
the evening so that he could walk his
dog on the track and MHA had shown
the sensitive attitude towards the in-
sensitive attitude of IAS officer and
immediately transferred to Leh. We
are aware that in our country it is the
norm for people who are in a position
and they misuse it without caring for
anyone.This episode lays bare the
sense of entitlement of bureaucrats
merely on the basis of passing a exan
but not due to a record of outstanding
performance.And in this episode the
Dog-Walker deserves the exemplary
punishment and not a mere transfer
as the government had done.We are
also aware how the bureaucrats cre-
ated the problems for govt when they
refused to follow the government in-
structions and rather took the side of
West Bengal govt and this tussle took
long time to settle down.Most of the
bureaucrats in the last years of serv-
ice try to get the extension in service
or some adjustments in other depart-
ments and due to this reason they are
ready to do the work outside the
purview of job.Some try to manage
some political parties to get the ticket
for lok sabha or rajya sabha and in
this regard we find some bureaucrats
in the present Parliament
also.Present govt had started the lat-
eral entry to the higher post which
was meant for IAS cadre and the gov-
ernment had received very good re-
sponse and previously for sixty posts
many more times applications were
received.In the last if the attitude of
present IAS cadre did not change
then the government will be com-
pelled to raise the number of posts
through Lateral entry.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RRiicchhaaCChhaaddhhaa
@@RRiicchhaaCChhaaddhhaa

Just watched and loved
RRR the film! No wonder
it's a stupendous success
- scale, music and the
people! Obviously draws
people to the theatres!
Loved Natu!The great
MM Kreem saab.
Congratulations to the

whole team.

AAMMRRUUTTAA  FFAADDNNAAVVIISS
@@ffaaddnnaavviiss__aammrruuttaa

It was an honour to be the keynote speaker
of 'Masterminds' ceremony on agricultural
& food sustainability in the Indian context
at #Cannes2022- #Cannes Film Festival
2022. It was enriching to share thoughts &
ideas with different Nationals at the cere-
mony organised by-Better World.

VViijjaayyGGooeellOOffffiiccee  @@VViijjaayyGGooeellOOffffiiccee

Shri Vijay Goel, Vice Chairman GSDS
met Prof. Eric Godelier, Department
D'Enseignement ECOLE Polytechnique
Paris and Associate Professor Francoise
Chevalier, Management  and Human
Resources Paris in Gandhi Smriti on
May 27, 2022 and interacted with them.

SSaattyyaamm  GGaannddhhii@@
SSaattyyaammGGaannddhhii99

Hampi, the capital city of
Vijayanagara empire and
UNESCO world heritage
site. This place has much
to offer, from the majes-
tic temples and palaces
to the remains of ancient
market streets and royal
pavilions. A must visit

place.

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

This special desk was created for a working mother

OOffffiiccee  ooff  KKiirreenn  RRiijjiijjuu@@RRiijjiijjuuOOffffiiccee

Notary Online Application was launched
today by Hon'ble Union Minister for Law &
Justice Sh. @KirenRijiju in presence of Sh.
@spsinghbaghelpr MoS, Law & Justice. It
connects notaries across India, enables
candidates to apply online & enables
notaries to pay fees using Bharatkosh.

THE country is in the grip of an inflationary spiral re-
sulting in galloping price rise of all essential

goods used by the people. This crushing price burden is making
life exceedingly difficult for the rural and urban poor. The retail
inflation rate stood at 7.8 per cent for May, the highest in the
past eight years; food price inflation surged to 8.38 per cent, the
highest in the past seventeen months; and the wholesale price
index inflation in April rose to  15.08 per cent, the highest level
in the current 2011-12 series. What do these dry statistics mean
for the ordinary people, particularly the poor? In real terms,
this translates into increased prices of atta, vegetables, edible
oils and cooking gas. It means less to eat for the poor and lower
middle class families, cutting out nutritious food for children
and the inability to buy any of the goods necessary for a mini-
mum standard of living. The price of atta, a staple of north
India has increased by 13 per cent over a period of one year
(May 2021-May 2022), milk costs over Rs 50 per litre, cooking oils
are priced around Rs 200 per litre and the seasonal prices of
vegetables have shot up. Inflation means loss of livelihood for
lakhs of people  street vendors and those surviving by running
small businesses. It also hits the small and micro enterprises.
The single biggest factor in the inflationary spiral is the rise in
fuel prices. The central government's policy of steady increase
in central taxes on petrol, diesel and liquefied gas has led to an
unprecedented increase in the price of petrol, diesel and cook-
ing gas. This began much before and the Ukraine war has only
aggravated the situation. Since fuel is a universal intermediate,
the rise in prices of petrol and diesel, have had a cascading ef-
fect on prices of all commodities. It must be underlined that
cesses and surcharges constitute 96 per cent of the central ex-
cise duties of petrol and 94 per cent of diesel. The cruelest hike
is that of cooking gas cylinders with the price of a domestic
14.2 kg cylinder having increased by Rs 431.50 in one year i.e., 76
per cent increase. The commercial 19 kg cylinder price is now
Rs 2,397 i.e., up by 126 per cent. The Modi government has a
shockingly callous attitude to this alarming picture of infla-
tion. On the very day the figures of retail inflation for April
were released, the finance ministry sought to portray as if the
poor are hurt less by higher prices as compared to the rich. In
the monthly economic review report for April it is stated that
'Evidence on consumption patterns further suggests that infla-
tion in India has a lesser impact on low-income strata than on
high-income groups'. The report comes to this conclusion by ar-
guing that the headline retail inflation has varying impact on
different segments of the population namely, the top 20 per
cent, middle 60 per cent and bottom 20 per cent according to
their consumption expenditure. The spuriousness of the con-
clusion can be brought out by one aspect of the analysis. The
monthly economic report cleverly highlights the change in ef-
fective rate of inflation in various consumption classes in rural
and urban areas. Inflation indicates change in price, if in one
year the rate is high for the urban poor and in the following
year it is relatively lower, then the combined impact in terms of
prices would be higher even if the effective inflation rate de-
clines. For instance if the initial price for the urban poor was
100 with a 6.8 per cent increase in the next year it will become
106.8 and then if the effective inflation rate comes down to 5.7
per cent as the report suggests then the effective price at the
end of the third year becomes 112.89 (5.7 per cent over 106.8). So
in year one the price was 100 and in year three it becomes 112.89
and this is the highest increase among all consumption classes
which the report deceptively hides. For other categories the
combined effect is relatively lower, although prices increased
for all the groups and for rural and urban. Hence the urban
poor are the worst hit even if the effective inflation rate de-
clines from 6.8 per cent to 5.7 per cent. The idea that inflation af-
fects the richer people more has to be debunked. Inflation di-
rectly hits people who earn wage incomes and have low savings
to fall back upon and particularly in regard to food inflation
those who are net buyers of food. The rich and the upper mid-
dle classes can hedge the incomes through financial instru-
ments and stock markets where prices move along with the in-
flation rate and hence can protect their income to a large ex-
tent. It is these demands to check price-rise along with the ur-
gent steps to be taken to alleviate the problem of unemploy-
ment that should become the priority agenda for all the Left
and democratic forces. The Left parties have given a call for a
nationwide struggle on these demands between May 25-31.
Such struggles and movements against price-rise and unem-
ployment should be spread and intensified all over the country.

Inflation: A Cruel Attack
on Working People

T he Central Government having sanctioned a whooping
amount of Rs.12000 crore to infuse a new life to the exist-

ing power infrastructure in the UT and to strengthen it by
added and improved transmission and distribution system
shall definitely yield better results . The yearning of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir for decades in a row and under various
successive Governments has been uninterrupted power supply
on 24X7 and 24 hours basis. Intermittent pushes and stimuli to
the power infrastructure mainly of increasing generation ca-
pacity has of course been going on but the mismatch between
the perpetual increase in the demand and more or less constant
supply has on the ground not reflected much of a difference
though a change being there for betterment cannot be equally
denied. The Union Minister of State for Power and Industries
who had been on a visit to the UT having announced about the
package is in confirmation of the earlier announcement about
it which is Rs.6000 crore for each of the two regions of the UT &
Kashmir valley and Jammu division. However, along with the
developmental works on the power infrastructure front , other
reforms in the entire system and to make it a commercial self
sustaining venture too, must go on side by side. If that was not
done , no amount of similar packages would bring any percep-
tible changes on this vital front. Not only , therefore, power
dues must be realised in time and no outstanding allowed to
mount but undesirable activities like forcibly uninstalling and
physically removing smart metres fitted by the PDD as a meas-
ure of bringing in reforms must be treated as cognisable of-
fences and such persons dealt with suitably plus electric supply
too suspended to them. While the Government must feel com-
mitted to arrange uninterrupted power supply , at the same
time undesirable activities to frustrate, and stall fitting of
smart metres and bringing in other reforms must be stopped
forthwith.

Revamping power 
infrastructure 
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Farmers carry harvested paddy as they walk on an agricultural field, at Rupohi village in Nagaon district, Saturday.

Drones: Giving Wings to a Digital India

DDhhaarrmmeennddrraa  PPrraaddhhaann@@ddpprraaddhhaannbbjjpp

Visited the sprawling @FLAME
University campus earlier today, a
university dedicated to liberal arts
education.  Glad to learn that
sports and sportsmanship are an
integral part of the FLAME culture
in line with the NEP 2020.

PADDY HARVESTING

NEEL MEHTA
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BRIEF

Cement price

Chennai: Cement
maker The India
Cements Ltd has
drawn up plans to in-
crease the price of ce-
ment sold per bag by
Rs 55 which would be
implemented in phas-
es from June, a top of-
ficial said on Friday.
The city-headquar-
tered company also
planned to 'monetise
its assets' by selling
some portion of 26,000
sq ft land owned by
the company, which
would be used for re-
payment of debts and
for taking up improve-
ments at its manufac-
turing facilities, India
Cements Vice
Chairman N
Srinivasan said.

Digital currency
Mumbai:Reserve
Bank said it is looking
at pros and cons of in-
troduction of a virtual
currency in the coun-
try and it will adopt a
graded approach for
launching the central
bank digital currency.
Finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman
while presenting the
Budget 2022-23 had an-
nounced that the cen-
tral bank will launch
an Indian digital cur-
rency. Introduction of
CBDC (Central Bank
Digital Currency) was
announced in the
Union Budget 2022-23
and an appropriate
amendment to the RBI
Act,1934 has been in-
cluded in the Finance
Bill, 2022, RBI said in its
annual report for 2021-
22 released on Friday.
The Finance Bill, 2022
has been enacted,pro-
viding a legal frame-
work for the launch of
CBDC,it said.

Investment 
commitment 

Bengaluru:
Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai  said the State
government has suc-
ceeded in drawing in-
vestment commitment
worth about Rs 65,000
crore with its partici-
pation at the World
Economic Forum Meet
in Davos, Switzerland.
Karnataka is at the
forefront in attracting
investments and the
WEF Meet has proved
to be a "success", he
said, as he asserted
that the State has "not
lost or is not going to
lose" in attracting in-
vestments in the back-
drop of such concerns
citing certain develop-
ments locally.

Interoperable cards
New Delhi: The
Urban Development
Ministry has asked
Metro train operators
to issue National
Common Mobility
Cards (NCMCs) which
can be used for travel-
ling in all forms of
urban transport.
"Some of the Metro
operators have gone
for closed loop card
with specific banks.
So we are asking all
those to reverse that.
In case if they need to
pay back to banks,
they should do it.

NEW SEBI CHAIRPERSON

Chairperson of the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) Madhabi Puri Buch
poses for picture at SEBI Bhavan BKC in Mumbai.

Mumbai, May 28:  

Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) on Friday pitched for
structural reforms for sus-
tained economic growth
amid rising inflationary
pressure, and asked banks
to remain watchful of pos-
sible slippages in restruc-
tured loans. In its annual
report, RBI also said the
number of Rs 2,000 denom-
ination notes fell to 1.6 per
cent of the total curren-
cies in circulation as on
March 2022 from 2 per cent
in the year-ago period.

The central bank
stressed that the future
path of growth would be
conditioned by addressing
supply-side bottlenecks,
calibrating monetary poli-
cy to bring down inflation
and boosting capital
spending. "Undertaking
structural reforms to im-

prove India's medium-
term growth potential
holds the key to secure
sustained, balanced and
inclusive growth, especial-
ly by helping workers
adapt to the after-effects of
the pandemic by reskilling
and enabling them to
adopt new technologies for
raising productivity," it
said in the chapter on
'Assessment and
Prospects'.

The escalation of geopo-
litical tensions into war
from late February 2022
has delivered a brutal
blow to the world economy,
battered as it has been
through 2021 by multiple
waves of the pandemic,
supply chain and logistics
disruptions, elevated infla-
tion and bouts of financial
market turbulence, trig-
gered by diverging paths of
monetary policy normali-

sation, it added. "... the im-
mediate impact of geopo-
litical aftershocks is on in-
flation, with close to three-
fourths of the consumer
price index at risk. The el-
evation in international
prices of crude, metals
and fertilisers has trans-
lated into a term of trade
shock that has widened
trade and current account
deficits," the report said.
Due to the ongoing Russia-
Ukraine war, global com-
modity prices have moved
northwards as supply
lines have been severely
impacted leading to a rise
in worldwide inflation.

On the price situation,
the report said there is a
risk of high Wholesale
Price Inflation (WPI) put-
ting pressure on the retail
inflation, albeit with a lag.
RBI said the cost-push
pressures from high in-

dustrial raw material
prices, transportation
costs and global logistics,
and supply chain bottle-
necks continue to impinge
on core inflation. "The sub-
stantial wedge between
wholesale and retail price
inflation amidst a sharp
rise in manufactured prod-
ucts' inflation poses the
risk of a possible pass
through of input cost pres-
sures to retail inflation
with a lag, although slack
in the economy is muting
the pass-through," the cen-
tral bank noted. To control
spiralling prices, the gov-
ernment recently cut ex-
cise duty on petrol and
diesel and also waived im-
port duty on some raw ma-
terials used in the steel
and plastic industry.
Besides, export duty was
hiked on iron ore and iron
pellets.

RBI pitches for structural reforms;
flags inflationary pressure New Delhi, May 28: 

Union Minister for
Education, Skill
Development and
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Saturday visited bp's Global
Business Services Centre in
Pune as he looked to get the
first-hand experience of
digitisation efforts by the
UK oil major. During his
visit, Pradhan interacted
with leadership and em-
ployees at the centre, bp
said in a statement. Varsha
Singh, Vice-President and
Head, bp India Pune centre,
said, "It was a privilege to
host Minister Pradhan at
our Pune centre today.

We are delighted that he
interacted with our employ-
ees and was present with us
to see the centre we set up in
the middle of the pandemic.
"The centre draws upon dig-
ital talent and skills which
are critical in solving com-
plex business problems for

bp globally as it pivots itself
from an international oil
company to an internation-
al energy company."
Launched in 2021, the bp-
owned and operated centre
aims to provide business
processing and advanced
analytics capabilities in
support of bp businesses
worldwide and is expected
to employ around 2,000 staff.

The centre in India seeks
to further extend its work
with analytics and data sci-
ence capabilities to pursue
better business outcomes.
Co-located within bp's
major global business serv-
ices (GBS) operations cen-

tre in Pune is also a Digital
Hub that aims to create,
grow and deliver a range of
digital solutions to help
transform bp's core opera-
tions, extend its customer
interfaces and support new
and emerging business
models. Operational since
July 2021, with an initial
headcount of up to 100 digi-
tal engineering, data, infor-
mation security and design
specialists, its teams have
the technical depth and ca-
pability to explore, experi-
ment, develop and execute
digital solutions. The centre
has been conferred with the
coveted LEED (Leadership
in Energy and Environment
Design) Gold certification,
reinforcing bp's commit-
ment towards sustainabili-
ty, right from water and en-
ergy conservation to sus-
tainable material and re-
sources used, ensuring an
optimal indoor environ-
ment quality for its people,
the statement said.

Pradhan visits bp’s Global
Business Services Centre in Pune

New Delhi, May 28: 

Dairy major GCMMF,
which markets its prod-
ucts under Amul brand,
on Saturday announced
entry into organic food
market with the launch of
organic wheat flour. The
first product launched in
this portfolio is "Amul
Organic Whole Wheat
Atta", Gujarat Cooperative
Milk Marketing
Federation Ltd (GCMMF)
said in a statement.
Further, Amul will be
launching products like
moong daal, tur daal,
chana daal and basmati
rice in its organic portfo-
lio. The production of
Amul organic atta is being
done at state-of-the-art pro-
cessing facility, Tribhuvan
Das Patel Mogar Food
Complex. The product
goes through a thorough
procedure of lab testing

multiple times to make
sure that the product is as
per organic standard laid
down by Government of
India, it said. R S Sodhi ,
MD, GCMMF, said the co-
operative is in the process
of developing a pool of or-
ganic farmers and repli-
cate their existing milk
model in the organic
sourcing. This will in-
crease the income of or-
ganic farmers and will
lead to overall democrati-
sation of the organic food

industry. Currently, the
major challenge for the
farmers is unavailability
of market linkage for or-
ganic products and high
cost of organic testing fa-
cilities, the statement said.
Therefore, along with cre-
ation of market linkage
for organic farmers, Amul
is in process of setting up
organic testing laborato-
ries at 5 locations across
India.

The first lab is being es-
tablished at the Amul Fed
Dairy in Ahmedabad.
GCMMF said the prime
objective of launching or-
ganic wheat flour is to help
its customers embark on a
mission to a more sustain-
able and healthy lifestyle.
Amul organic atta will be
launched at Amul
Parlours and leading retail
stores across Gujarat ini-
tially from the first week
of June.

Amul makes foray into organic food industry

New Delhi, May 28:  

TVS Motor Company
on Friday said it has
launched a limited edi-
tion of HLX 125 Gold and
HLX 150
Gold bikes
in Kenya.
The com-
pany has
introduced
the two edi-
tions to
c o m m e m o -
rate over two million unit
sales milestone achieved
by the HLX series. "Kenya
is an important market for
us. Most two-wheelers in
Kenya double up as boda
boda and delivery vehi-
cles, customers always
look for long-lasting and
durable products," TVS
Motor Company's Head of
International Business H

G Rahul Nayak said in a
statement. The HLX brand
has consistently catered to

these evolv-
ing mobility
needs backed
by a wide
service net-
work with
trained me-
c h a n i c s
and spare
parts sup-
port, set-
ting a

b e n c h -
mark for

superior customer experi-
ence and quality in the
African countries, he
added. "We are thrilled to
introduce the two celebra-
tory limited editions of
TVS HLX in Kenya with
multiple first-in-segment
attributes for our valued
customers.

New Delhi, May 28:  

The government on
Saturday said it will devel-
op a framework to keep a
check on fake reviews post-
ed on e-commerce websites
to protect consumer inter-
est. The consumer affairs
ministry along with the
Advertising Standards
Council of India (ASCI)
held a virtual meeting on
Friday with stakeholders,
including e-commerce enti-
ties, to discuss the magni-
tude of fake reviews on
their platforms. Fake re-
views mislead consumers
into buying online products
and services.

According to an official
statement, the Department
of Consumer Affairs
(DoCA) will develop these

frameworks after studying
the present mechanism
being followed by the e-com-
merce entities in India and
best practices available
globally. Consumer forums,
law universities, lawyers,
FICCI, CII and consumer
rights activists, among oth-
ers, participated in the
meeting to discuss the mag-
nitude of the problem and
roadmap ahead for fake re-
views on websites.

Since e-commerce in-
volves a virtual shopping
experience without any op-
portunity to physically
view or examine the prod-
uct, consumers heavily rely
on reviews posted on plat-
forms to see the opinion
and experience of users
who have already pur-
chased the good or service.

TVS Motor launches limited
edition of HLX bike range

Centre to develop framework
to check fake reviews on 

e-commerce websites

New Delhi, May 28: 

American electric car-
maker Tesla, which has
been seeking reduction in
import duties to sell its ve-
hicles in India, will not
manufacture its products
locally unless it is allowed
to first sell and service its
cars in the country, compa-
ny founder and chief exec-
utive Elon Musk has said.
In a tweet responding to a
user asking about Tesla
setting up a manufactur-
ing plant in India, he said,
"Tesla will not put a manu-
facturing plant in any lo-
cation where we are not al-
lowed first to sell & service
cars." Last month, Union
Road Transport and
Highways Minister Nitin
Gadkari had said if Tesla
was ready to manufacture
its electric vehicles in
India then there was 'no
problem' but the company

must not import cars from
China. In August last year,
Musk had said Tesla may
set up a manufacturing
unit in India if it first suc-
ceeds with imported vehi-
cles in the country. He had
said Tesla wanted to
launch its vehicles in
India "but import duties
are the highest in the
world by far of any large
country!" Currently, India
imposes 100 per cent im-
port duty on fully import-
ed cars with CIF (Cost,
Insurance and Freight)
value more than USD
40,000 and 60 per cent on
those costing less than the
amount.

Tesla won’t manufacture
in India: Musk

̈ Unless allowed to
sell, service cars

Mumbai, May 28: 

Nuvoco Vistas Corp.
Ltd., a leading building
materialsCompany in
India, today announced its
audited financial results
for the quarter and year
endedMarch 31, 2022.
Nuvoco Vistas is the fifth-
largest cement company
in India, in terms of capac-
ity, with a combined in-
stalled capacity of over 23
MTPA.

The consolidated ce-
ment sales volume for the
Company improved by
31% QoQ to 5.5 MnT in Q4
FY22. Consolidated rev-
enue from operations dur-
ing the same period im-
proved by 35% QoQ to
Rs.2,930 crores whilecon-

solidated EBITDA in-
creased by 83% QoQ to
Rs.440 crores.

Consolidated revenue
from operationsimproved
by 24% YoY to Rs. 9,318
crores for the year ended
March 31, 2022.
Consolidated EBITDA and
PAT during FY22 stood at
Rs. 1,539 crores and Rs. 32
crores respectively.
Consolidated net debt of
the Company declined by
Rs. 431 crores in Q4 FY22
and Rs.1,666 crores in FY22
to Rs. 5,064 crores.

The company stays com-
mitted to its sustainability
initiatives by mainly focus-
ing on increasing the con-
sumption of alternative
fuel, healthy share of
blended cement, and con-

serving natural resources
through efficient Waste
Heat Recovery systems,
making a positive impact
on the environment and
maximizing the value cre-
ation for its stakeholders.

Commenting on the fi-
nancial results, Mr.
J a y a k u m a r
Krishnaswamy, Managing
Director, Nuvoco Vistas
Corp. Ltd. said, “FY22 was
an exceptionally challeng-
ing year. Several crises
such as – the resurgence of
COVID-19 pandemic, sand
unavailability and infla-
tionary pressure –
havenegatively impacted
the industry. In the mean-
time, we continued to focus
on internal levers and op-
erational efficiencies.

NUVOCO Vistas consolidated revenues
improved 35% QoQ in Q4 FY22 

Mumbai, May 28:  

Reliance General
Insurance Company Ltd.
(RGICL), one of India’s
leading Private General
Insurance Companies,
launches the most flexible
and customisable health
insurance policy –
Reliance Health Gain. The
policy offers customers an
opportunity to design
their health insurance pol-
icy by choosing features as
per their need and paying
only for what they choose.
RGICL has brought out
three different plans - Plus,
Power and Prime – and an
array of features to facili-
tate customisation of poli-
cy for each customer. With
this launch, Reliance
General aims to address
the evolving and unique
medical needs of modern-
day customers of all age
groups.

Reliance Health Gain
comes loaded with 38 in-
dustry leading features

like Double Cover that pro-
vides twice the amount of
sum-insured to be used
during same claim;
Unlimited reinstatement
to restore the base sum in-
sured amount as many
times as it gets exhausted
during a policy year;
Guaranteed Cumulative
Bonus, that protects loss of
cumulative bonus post
claim; or the benefit to re-
duce Pre-Existing disease
waiting period from 3
years to 2 or even 1 year.
With many more such ben-
efits, the product has been
designed keeping in mind
the modern health-insur-
ance consumer.

Excited about the
launch, Rakesh Jain, the
Chief Executive Officer,
RGICL, said,
“Consideration towards
health insurance has seen
a rapid surge as an after-
math of the pandemic, peo-
ple are more aware about
modern treatments and
rising healthcare costs.

Reliance General Insurance
introduces ‘Health Gain’

Adani Group’s drone
division exploring two

revenue models similar
to tractor industry

New Delhi, May 28:  

The Adani Group's com-
mercial drones division is
exploring two revenue mod-
els -- dealer-based and serv-
ice-based -- while keeping
its primary focus on the
agriculture sector, a top offi-
cial of the conglomerate
said on Saturday. In a deal-
er-based model, the equip-
ment is sold directly to the
customer. In a service-based
model, the equipment is
provided for various servic-
es for a fee in partnership
with a local entrepreneur
or an institution. The trac-
tor industry uses both these
sales models. "We are ex-
ploring both models -- deal-
er-based model and service-
based model.

New Delhi, May 28:  

India is fast-tracking ne-
gotiations for proposed free
trade agreements with cer-
tain developed countries
like the UK as well as with
the European Union, and
maybe by this year end, the
government would be able
to give a final shape to few
of these pacts, minister of
state for commerce and in-
dustry Anupriya Patel
said. She also expressed
hope that the trade pact
with Australia would be op-
erationalised "very soon".

India has already imple-
mented a trade agreement
with the UAE, and "we are
fast-tracking our FTAs
(Free Trade Agreements)
with lot of other developed
countries like the UK, and
the EU and maybe by this
year end, we would be able
to give a final shape to few
of these," she said while
launching the Indian
Business Portal of ex-

porters' body FIEO here.
The minister added that
these agreements will cre-
ate better opportunities for
domestic businesses.

The portal is a B2B digi-
tal marketplace to empow-
er SME (Small and
Medium Enterprise) ex-
porters, artisans and farm-
ers to identify new markets
for their products and grow
their sales globally. The
minister said that the por-
tal will address issues like
digitising exporters, sup-
porting MSMEs (Micro,
Small and Medium
Enterprises) and encourag-

ing greater exports of
products made in India. It
is witnessed during the
pandemic that online plat-
forms such as e-commerce
have shown immense po-
tential in supporting mil-
lions of businesses to sus-
tain themselves, she said.
Speaking at the function,
Santosh Kumar Sarangi,
Director General of
Foreign Trade, said that
tech-enabled governance
will play a key role in deter-
mining India's growth and
competitiveness. A
Sakthivel, president, FIEO
(Federation of Indian
Export Organisations),
said that the platform will
empower SME exporters to
identify new markets for
their products and grow
their sales with new buy-
ers. Khalid Khan, vice pres-
ident, FIEO, said that the
portal would act as an in-
ternational trade hub for
Indian exporters and for-
eign buyers.

India is fast-tracking FTAs
with UK, EU: Patel

&TV artists’ secret
talents revealed

C
elebrities live under a microscope,
yet they still manage to keep se-
crets from the audience. As it is al-

ways fascination for their fans to
know more about their favourite
celebs, we bring forth some hidden

or secret talents of &TV artists like
Vidisha Srivastava (Anita Bhabi,
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai), Siddharth
Arora (Mahadev, Baal Shiv), Kamna
Pathak (Rajesh Singh, Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan), and Pawan Singh
(Zafar Ali Mirza, Aur Bhai Kya
Chal Raha hai?).

Vidisha Srivastava aka Anita
Bhabi in &TV’s Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai, shares, “I truly appreciate all
the praises I have been receiving for
my acting prowess in the show. But not
many know that I am an avid dancer, es-
pecially performing classical dance
forms is my forte. During my school
days, I used to be a stage performer. My
passion for dance led me to learn
Bharatnatyam and Kathak. In fact,
learning these dance forms has also
helped me hone my skills to express ef-
ficaciously and become a better actor.
Whenever I get time out of my hectic

schedule, I ensure that I dance and rejuve-
nate.”

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00 pm, Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai? at 9:30 pm, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm, airing every Monday
to Friday only on &TV

Akshay Kumar: 
I have done almost

650 songs in my career

B
ollywood star Akshay
Kumar reveals on
'DID L'il Masters 5'

how he has done almost 650
songs in his career of 30
years and feels really old now
after watching the perform-
ances by the contestants. He
said that he never wants to
retire and will come back
on 'DID' when he completes
50 years in the industry to
promote his movies.

Akshay Kumar along
with former Miss World

turned actor Manushi
Chillar are coming on
the dance based reality
show to promote their

movie, 'Prithviraj'. He said: "It's been 30
years since I started my career, and I don't

know how these years have passed. I have
done more than 650 songs in my career,
and I don't ever want to retire. These kids
have performed so many songs, I feel very
emotional right now." "Today after this
act I feel like I have become old, and I
should retire. But I will not, I want to
work till they shoot me down, I will not re-
tire so soon. I would like to tell everyone
that there is nothing more important
than working, everyone should work," he
added. He continued: "I believe that peo-
ple who get the opportunity to work are
very lucky. When I complete 50 years in
the industry, I will be back on DID and I
will say the same thing that I don't want
to retire." Bollywood actress Sonali
Bendre, popular TV actress Mouni Roy
and choreographer Remo D'Souza are
among the panel of judges on 'DID Li'l
Masters Season 5'. It airs on Zee TV.

ACROSS

1. Slam

5. Save up

10. Maybe yes, maybe no

14. Take a coat off

15. Restorative

16. Word on a sign on the lawn, perhaps

17. Short break for the breadwinner

19. Offshore

20. Monogram of Dr. Jekyll's creator

21. Repose

22. Puck's worker

24. Talk of the Gaelic

25. Bird with brilliant colors

26. Consummate

29. Window or wall opening

32. Some game

33. Loren's husband

34. Displayed fear

35. Venomous snakes

36. Faint from surprise

37. Cargo platform

38. Year in St. Evaristus' papacy

39. Kind of paper

40. Coeur d'___, Idaho

41. Firedogs

43. Refrained from punishing

44. Rifles

45. Sportscaster Gowdy

46. Raid site

48. Singer Tennille

49. Curative waters

52. Rajah's consort

53. Reason to slow down

56. Temptation location

57. Silent star, Bara

58. Chrysler Building style

59. Ovid's existence

60. Oscar winner Spacek

61. Pull a switch

DOWN

1. Inscription of Caesar's time
2. Burglar's take
3. Author of "Topaz"
4. Sleuth in pulp fiction
5. Finally
6. Pad type
7. One of the Windsors
8. Oft-bracketed word
9. Composer of "Godspell"
10. Prophetic OT book
11. Productive one, to the boss
12. Take a powder
13. Kind of book
18. Typeface extensions
23. Start of a play
24. They may be ringing

25. Billing period
26. Ropemaking fiber
27. Bow application
28. Express trains
29. Tires (with "out")
30. "I Believe" singer
31. Wrapped up
33. Schemata
36. Public demonstrations
37. Bedframe crosspiece
39. Pirate potable
40. Showery time
42. Bottle in a first aid kit
43. Blue law subject
45. Many college students
46. Emancipate
47. Dangerous dosages
48. Ball-bearing items
49. Merganser's kin
50. Variety of type
51. Surmounting
54. Key letter
55. Some cards and tags
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It's an uphill struggle today! However,
the heavens are on your side, and you
will be saved from being swindled.
Otherwise, it's an eventful day at
work. You may initiate big business
deals and new projects as well. It will
take all your energy, and you may hit
the deck early.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You could swing both ways today!
Fortunately, this alludes to nothing more sin-
ister than the mix of the introvert and the
extrovert that you are. So, between a quiet
evening out by yourself at a classical music
concert, or performing on the dance floor at
the local disc — take your pick.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You will find some decisions difficult to
make, but be intent and resolute.
Emotions may put you off the rail, but
once you have resolved, don't stray from
it. Besides, you to learn to endure set-
backs maturely.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You may face conflicts on the personal
front and find your thoughts leaning
towards aggression today. There is a possi-
bility of suffering losses due to loved ones.
Exercise restraint in arguments with rela-
tives and siblings.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

A crucial social event at home is on the
anvil, and it will demand most of your
attention. Intense business negotia-
tions, which were going on for a long
time, will come to a logical conclusion.
The results are likely to be stacked in
your favour. This, coupled with after-
office parties, will ease out the stress.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Your strange and unconventional behaviour
doesn't always go down well with many
people. If you think you are different, and
maybe even better than others, it is advis-
able that you keep it under the wraps. The
reason being that most people may not be
able to understand you. Some may even
feel intimidated by you.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

A good deed is never wasted.
Remember this as today, you shall find
yourself in the incredible position of
being of invaluable assistance to some-
one in need, says Ganesha. So lend out
that helping hand and be assured that
your generosity will not be forgotten. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

You will begin your journey on the long,
hard road to success. Hard work will be
the key to any progress that you make.
Avoid short cuts, and all the toil and trou-
ble will pay off with rich returns as recog-
nition and rewards will come your way.
You may let a few opportunities fly past
because of fear of taking risks.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Today promises a definite sense of
pride and joy from children who bring
home glory. Fiscal gains are also on
the cards, and you may consider it
worthwhile to put your money into
lucrative businesses. Money-lenders
and stockbrokers are likely to make
handsome earnings on this charming
and enchanting day.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Your entrepreneurship today will reflect a
lot of your creativity and artistic sense.
Romantic diversions will bring you
immense pleasure in the afternoon. Have
your close friends over in the evening and
spend some quality time, says Ganesha.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Today will be a day for introspection, as you
try and find the root causes of your prob-
lems. However, the job is only half-done the
rest will depend on the initiatives you may
take to implement possible solutions to
your problems. Overall, a day spent ponder-
ing. But act fast.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Some people do backbreaking work
throughout their life, and still don't taste
the sweet taste of success. While in your
case, success will be easy as pie. You are
already loaded with work and some new
projects – assignments will be added to
that, today.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Deepika shares
heartwarming
‘Period Story’ to

raise awareness

A
head of the World Menstrual
Hygiene Day, Bollywood star
Deepika Padukone, who is the

member of jury for the 75th edition of
Cannes Film Festival, shared her
'Period Story' in a short film in order
to raise awareness and overcome the
menstruation taboo.

In the special video, Deepika can be
seen recollecting her childhood story
of being educated about the period
even before her school started men-
strual education.

The actress, in the video,
says: "I will never forget this
moment where my best
friend (Divya) and I were
sat down by both of our
mothers and her mom
took charge of guiding
us about periods - from
explaining 'what periods
are' to 'why it happens'."

"I am really grateful for
how she took us through
this conversation with extreme
comfort, empathy, and patience. I
look back on it as one of the most
notable moments while growing
up, and I wish to spread the word
across the world in a similar man-
ner", the "Chennai Express" star
added. The 'Period Story' is a spe-
cial video by fem-tech brand Nua.

Ravi Ramachandran, Founder,
and CEO, Nua, in a statement,
called it "a conversation that
does not deserve a hushed tone.
For children, be it girls or boys,
parents need to start the con-
versation with them early and
slowly so that their under-
standing can be built before
puberty hits".

"It is also essen-
tial that as you
build their knowl-
edge on the topic,
you guide them
through it with
utmost comfort
and patience so
that they never
take it as an un-
comfortable topic."

S
amantha Ruth Prabhu, who
was trolled by an unknown
Twitter user, gracefully blunt-

ed the offensive remark aimed at
her.

Samantha has now responded
forcefully to a social media troll
who made an offensive remark
about her. Under one of
Samantha's recent tweets, a neti-
zen commented, "She's (Sam) is
going to end up dying alone with
cats and dogs." The actress was
quick to respond, calmly and ef-
fectively shutting down the

troll. "I'd consider myself lucky,"
Samantha's response reads. After
the 'Kushi' lady responded with a
sarcastic retort, the netizen quickly
deleted the tweet.

Samantha is one of the few
celebrities who aren't afraid to
speak out against unwelcome social
media trolls. She recently wrapped
the first schedule of her highly-an-
ticipated film 'Kushi,' in which she
co-stars with Vijay Deverakonda.
Her other films, 'Yashoda,' and
'Shakuntalam,' will be released by
the end of the year.

I will consider
myself lucky to die
alone: Samantha

G
ear up as Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s home-

grown kids singing reality
show ‘Superstar Singer 2’
is all set to take the view-
ers on a musical roller
coaster ride with its
dhamakedar episodes this
weekend. Adding ‘char
chand’ to the Saturday
episode will be the most
celebrated singers – Udit
Narayan and Anuradha
Paudwal, who will be grac-
ing the stage for the ‘90
song of the 90s’ special; a
melodious celebration of
the 90s golden era of
music along with a beauti-
ful celebration saluting
the spirits of the
‘Housewives of India’ in
Sunday’s episode.
Definitely a fun musical
treat for all!

The special guests will
be seen enjoying some of
the finest singing from
Superstars Singer 2’s ‘Best
Bache Ever’ like Diamond
Mani, Pranjal Biswas,
Aryananda, Saiysha and
Mohd. Faiz amongst oth-
ers; blowing the minds of
the audience and judges,
Alka Yagnik, Javed Ali
and Himesh Reshammiya.

Giving a beautiful per-
formance on the 90 iconic
songs of the 90’s, the super-
star contestants will take
you back to 90s golden and
magical era of music.
Making Saturday’s
episode extra special will
be the surprise perform-
ance by host Aditya
Narayan on the song ‘Akele
Hum Akele Tum’ dedicat-

ed to his father Udit
Narayan after he present-
ed his granddaughter
Tvisha’s photograph, mak-
ing everyone go ‘Awww!
Adding a sweet twist to the
song, instead of singing
the line ‘Oh, I love you
daddy’ Aditya will sing
‘Oh, I love you Daadu’ on
behalf of his daughter
Tvisha to his grandfather
Udit Narayan. Also, con-
testant Aryananda truly
impressed Anuradha
Paudwal with her beauti-
ful performance on the
song ‘Dil Hain Ki Manta
Nahi’, Bahut Pyaar Karte
Hain’ and ‘Hogaya Tujko
Toh Pyaar’ to which
Anuradha ji will be seen
telling her that ‘You are a
truly one take artist of the
show and you are pitch
perfect’.

Superstar Singer 2 celebrates 90’s golden era of music 
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Jakarta, May 28 (PTI):

The Indian men's hock-
ey team scored two fantas-
tic field goals to beat Japan
2-1 in its first Super 4
league match and avenge
its loss in the pool stage of
the Asia Cup here on
Saturday.

The defending champi-
ons, who lost 2-5 against
Japan in the pool stage,
scored two eye-catching
field goals through
Manjeet (8th minute) and
Pawan Rajbhar (35th) to
register a narrow win.

Japan's lone goal came
from a penalty corner
through Takuma Niwa in
the 18th minute.

Japan threatened India
initially and secured a
penalty corner as early as
in the opening minute but
the Indians thwarted the
danger. The Indians grew
in confidence and got their
footing as the match pro-
gressed.

It was a moment of bril-
liance from Manjeet that
handed India the lead. He
made a brilliant solo run
down the left flank after re-
ceiving a pass from Pawan
Rajbhar and used 3D skills
to perfection to beat
Takashi Yoshikawa under
the Japanese bar.

Maninder Singh earned
India a penalty corner in
the 13th minute but Nilam
Sanjeep Xess' effort was
saved by the Japanese de-
fence. As was the case in
the first quarter, the
Japanese started the sec-

ond 15 minutes on a prom-
ising note and secured a
penalty corner in the 18th
minute from which
Takuma Niwas scored
from a rebound after Ken
Nagayoshi's initial flick
was saved by Indian goal-

keeper Karkera. Pepped
up by the goal, Japan con-
tinued to put pressure on
the Indian defence and
earned two more penalty
corners, which the Indian
defence kept at bay.

Minutes later, Karthi

Selvam missed a golden
chance as he failed to get
past Japanese goalie
Yoshikawa from one-one-
one situation. Rajbhar re-
stored India's lead five
minutes into the second
half, slotting home from
close range after being set
up by Uttam Singh's bril-
liant stick work.

Five minutes later, India
conceded another penalty
corner but the Japanese
failed to capitalise on the
chance.

Trailing by a goal, the
Japanese mounted relent-
less pressure on the Indian
citadel but the Birendra
Lakra-led backline stood
firm to keep their lead in-
tact. Just three minutes
from the final hooter,
Japan secured a penalty
corner but the Indians de-
fended in numbers to reg-
ister the win. India will
play Malaysia in their next
Super 4 stage match on
Sunday.

Meanwhile, in the other
Super 4 match of the day,
South Korea and Malaysia
played out a 2-2 draw.

In the Super 4s, India,
Japan, South Korea and
Malaysia will play each
other once with the top
two teams progressing to
the final.

ASIA CUP HOCKEY 

India beat Japan 2-1 in
first Super 4 league match

Ahmedabad, May 28 (PTI):

Two leaders, who are
minefields of talent in
their own right, one team
that has made a mockery
of all betting odds and the
other trying to complete a
cycle that started 15 sum-
mers back, IPL final be-
tween Gujarat Titans and
Rajasthan Royals is about
this and much more.

When IPL started over
two months back, nobody
would have believed that
two captains walking out
for toss in the title clash
will be Hardik Pandya
and Sanju Samson.

'Remember the Titans',
a 2000 Hollywood film
headlined by Denzel
Washington is considered
one of the best sports
films on the proverbial un-
derdog story, which al-
ways has a capital.

It is not known if Titans
skipper Hardik has
watched it but for him and
head coach Ashish Nehra,
this journey of two
months has been nothing
short of spectacular. They
have made a lot of people
eat a humble pie because
many, including experts,
termed them a team of no-
hopers post auction.

A team that looked like
a rag-tag outfit with only a
few good players like
David Miller, considered

past their sell by date, or
one-match wonders like
Rahul Tewatia, it didn't re-
ally look good on paper.

But then you wouldn't
call cricket a "game of glo-
rious uncertainties" if
everything would be de-
cided on paper. A fit-again
Hardik took to leadership
like fish takes to water
and showed the way with
his performances and the
reason why he will always
be an asset for Indian
cricket.

Miller, who played his
best cricket at least five
years back, showed his 2.0
version that stunned one
and all. Tewatia showed
that those five sixes in
Sharjah wasn't a mere
flash in the pan.

Rashid Khan knew that
he would be read well, so
he became all the more
p a r s i m o n i o u s .
Wriddhiman Saha after
Rahul Dravid's hard-talk
had reached a dead-end in
his career but got a new
lease of life and at least
one more season to look
forward to.

Gujarat as a state has
not been known for its
sporting exploits.

It produced players like
Parthiv Patel or one of
India's greatest ever pac-
ers in Jasprit Bumrah but
just like Tamil Nadu
never had an emotional

connect with a team be-
fore CSK appeared in the
horizon, same is the case
with Gujarat.

Come Sunday, expect a
partisan and vociferous
crowd to chant "Aava De"
and that's the impact that
Titans have had on their
fans. History will always
throw examples that
sporting teams bind a
community and perhaps
Titans can strike that
chord with the Gujaratis.

For Titans, if this is
about carving a niche in-
front of home crowd,
Rajasthan would like to do
it for someone, who would
be watching up from the
stars. Shane Warne --
Rajasthan's forever first
Royal had used the IPL
stage in its inception year
to show Australian cricket
establishment what Ian
Chappell had always
maintained : "Shane
Warne was the best cap-
tain Australia never had".

With the Ravindra
Jadejas, Dinesh
Salunkhes, Swapnil
Asnodkars and Niraj
Patels, Warne had guided
tournament's then cheap-
est team to victory.

Thirteen summers have
gone but there is no
Warne in flesh and blood
to watch his beloved team
complete a cycle of life
and sport.

‘Titans’ of Gujarat brace
up for ‘Royal’ fight from

Rajasthan’s rockstars

Mumbai, May 28 (PTI):

Virat Kohli can consider
taking a break, freshen up
his mind and work on a
few things, feels former
Australian speedster Brett
Lee, a year after struggling
to look beyond the Indian
when it came to the best
batter in recent years.

Kohli's mediocre cam-
paign in the IPL-15 ended
after Royal Challengers
Bangalore's seven-wicket
defeat by Rajasthan Royals
in the second qualifier in
Ahmedabad on Friday.

"Do I say it is a concern,
I do. I would like him
(Kohli) to be scoring more
runs of course," Lee told
PTI on Saturday when
asked about Kohli's pro-
longed lean patch.

Kohli, who hasn't scored
an international hundred
for nearly three years, is
battling his career's worst
slump, having managed
341 runs in 16 IPL games at
a below-par average of
22.73. In the ongoing IPL,
he opened the RCB in-

nings in most games.
In the second qualifier,

Kohli chased a fast, rising
delivery from pacer
Prasidh Krishna, which
was wide outside the off-
stump, to give a simple
catch to Rajasthan Royals
skipper Sanju Samson be-
hind the stumps.

"The hardest thing is
when Virat Kohli doesn't
score runs, generally the
team doesn't do well.
When we see Kohli had
that purple patch, when he
got 800-900 runs in that
season (IPL 2016) his team
(Royal Challengers
Bangalore) fared pretty
well. We want more from
Kohli.

Lee says Kohli can take
a break from cricket

Paris, May 28 (PTI):

The never-say-die spirit
was at work as Rohan
Bopanna and Matwe
Middelkoop saved five
match points to knock out
Mate Pavic and Nikol
Mektic, the reigning
Wimbledon champions,
from the Roland Garros,
here on Saturday.

Bopanna's serve was as
venomous as it has been
throughout his career and
his volleys too were as
sharp as ever while his
Dutch partner showed ex-
emplary calm under pres-
sure in an edge-of-the-seat
action in the men's dou-
bles third round.

A break of serve early in
the third set put them at a
disadvantageous position
but there was no dearth of
spirit or class from
Bopanna and Middelkoop,
who eventually prevailed
6-7 (5) 7-6(3) 7-6 (10) in two
hours and 32 minutes.

Bopana, thus, matched
his best performance at
the clay court major by

reaching the quarterfi-
nals, having done it four
times in the past.

After annexing a set
each, the pair of Mektic
and Pavic got a break
chance straight away in
the opening game of the
decisive third set when
Middlekoop fired a fore-
hand long at 30-all.

Middelkoop put a terrif-
ic first serve in but Mektic
found a solid return which
the Dutch could not put
across the net, his back-
hand kissing the net.

Mektic had no trouble

whatsoever in making it 2-
0 with a comfortable hold.
Bopanna held his own and
left-hander Pavic too
stayed solid on his serve as
the second seeds were now
leading 3-1.

Bopanna made a back-
hand error, close to the net
when Middelkoop served
at 30-30 to be down by an-
other breakpoint but they
saved that and the next
one too.

They eventually held
with Bopanna finishing
the game by dispatching a
backhand volley.

Bopanna, Middelkoop knock out 
Wimbledon champions from Roland Garros

Ahmedabad, May 28 (PTI):

The risk-free tactic used
by opposition batters has
helped Rashid Khan de-
ploy a defensive game-plan
of trying to hold one end
up while allowing the
bowler at the other end go
for the kill.

In his fifth IPL season,
Rashid is no longer an un-

known entity and the bat-
ters across franchises are
trying to see off his overs
while trying to go after
other bowlers in Gujarat
Titans line-up.

While an economy rate
of 6.73 in 15 games is very
impressive, Rashid is cur-
rently ninth in the overall
list with 18 wickets.

"My mindset wasn't any
different in play-offs. The
energy and the thought
process is the same
throughout. But teams are
playing it safe against me.
So, I am trying to keep it
tight and that increases
the chance of picking up
wickets by the bowler at
the other end," the Afghan
spinner said ahead of
Sunday's final. For him,
hitting one particular area
is key.

"Irrespective of whether
it is a league game or
knockouts, my mindset is
to bowl in a certain area
and I don't try anything
differently. My objective is
to build pressure," Rashid
said at the pre-final press
conference.

I am trying to hold one end
up and let bowler from other

end attack: Rashid Khan

Ahmedabad, May 28 (PTI):

A change in mindset
while facing spinners has
played a big part in his suc-
cess in the ongoing Indian
Premier League, believes
Gujarat Titans batter David
Miller.

Miller has been the sec-
ond highest run-scorer for
GT with 449 runs from 15
matches, with an unbeaten
94 being his highest score.
Skipper Hardik Pandya
leads the chart with 453

runs from 14 games. And
the South African said the
hardwork he had put in at
the nets paid rich divi-
dends. "It has been a good
season for me against spin.
It has been something that I
have worked hard on. I have
never really felt that I strug-
gled against spin, but it is
an area I had to improve,"
Miller said during the pre-
match press conference
ahead of their IPL final
against Rajasthan Royals
here on Sunday. "...I have

changed my mindset
against spin. I have
changed one or two things. I
feel like it is just about mak-
ing sure, especially in T20
cricket, that I am looking to
score every ball. "If there is
a bad ball at least I am in a
good position to put it away.
It creates a bit of pressure
on the bowler. So that is one
of the things mentally I
have tried to improve," he
added. Miller said playing
all the matches for GT has
been a confidence booster
for him. "This season (I am)
batting a bit higher. I am
batting at five. I have man-
aged to bat from the start of
the season and play all the
games, so it has been enjoy-
able that I am not in and out
(of the team).

"I have managed to build
something the whole sea-
son and keep my confi-
dence growing," he said.

"I have been backed all
the way. Playing all the
games allows a player to set-
tle down and really not
worry about selection. I am
loving being part of this
successful team," added
Miller, who has been play-
ing in the IPL for 12 years.

Change in mindset against spinners
key to IPL 2022 success: Miller

Paris, May 28 (AP):

No. 5 Rafael Nadal
moved into the fourth
round at Roland Garros by
beating Botic van de
Zandschulp 6-3, 6-2, 6-4.

The 13-time champion
said it was the best of his
three wins this week, at
least up until Van de
Zandschulp crept back
into the third set. Nadal in
his on-court interview
said he was disappointed
to miss a break point that
would have put him up 5-0.

Nadal's 301st win at
Grand Slams means he
will face ninth-seeded
Felix Auger-Aliassime for
a spot in the quarterfinals.

The Canadian advanced
by beating Filip
Krajinovic 7-6 (3), 7-6 (2), 7-
5. A French Open player
has been fined 10,000 by
the tournament after she
threw her racket and it
bounced off the clay and
into the stands during a
match.

Irina-Camelia Begu, a
31-year-old Romanian who
is ranked 63rd, was cited
for unsportsmanlike con-
duct during the third set of
her victory against 30th-
seeded Ekaterina
Alexandrova in the second
round at Court 13.

The match was
Thursday. The fine was an-
nounced Friday.

Nadal joins Djokovic
in 4th round

Watch Gavaskar’s videos
to learn how to counter

fearsome pacers despite
short height: Miandad

Karachi, May 28 (PTI):

Their on-field banter, some-
times playful and at other
times bitter, was a part of
Indo-Pak cricketing folklore
but when it came to respect,
Javed Miandad always had the
highest regards for Sunil
Gavaskar's unflappable tem-
perament and near-perfect
technique against fastest
bowlers of his time.
Miandad feels that current
players should watch video
clips of Gavaskar's batting to
know how he tackled some of
the world's most fearsome
fast bowlers like Michael
Holding, Andy Roberts,
Malcolm Marshall, Imran
Khan, Richard Hadlee, Dennis
Lillee among others.
"It was amazing that given his
short height, how well he
played all over the world. His
consistency and performances
are remarkable," Miandad said
in a video released by the
Pakistan Cricket Board.
Miandad believes that
Gavaskar's immaculate
defence and balance while
standing at barely 5 feet 5
inches against hefty fast
bowlers are lessons that can
be learnt.

New Delhi, May 28 (PTI): 

The CBI questioned
Lok Sabha MP Karti
Chidambaram for the
third consecutive day
on Saturday in con-
nection with its probe
into the alleged Rs 50-
lakh bribery for is-

suance of 263 project visas
to Chinese workers in-
volved in the construction
of the Talwandi Sabo
power project in 2011, offi-
cials said.

He arrived at the CBI
headquarters early in the
morning to face the investi-
gation team. The question-
ing is likely to continue
throughout the day with a
lunch break, they said The
CBI is questioning Karti
Chidambaram since

Thursday in the 11-year old
case which the Congress
leader has termed as "most
bogus" and a result of "po-
litical vendetta". The case

is of 2011 when his father P
Chidambaram was the
Union Home Minister. The
CBI had registered an FIR
on May 14 against Karti
and others over allegations
of a Rs 50-lakh bribe being
paid to him and his close
associate S
Bhaskararaman by a top
executive of Vedanta group
company Talwandi Sabo
Power Ltd (TSPL) for re-is-
suance of Project Visa for
263 Chinese workers, the
CBI FIR said. TSPL was set-
ting up a power plant in
Punjab. Projects visas were
a special type of visas in-
troduced in 2010 for the
power and steel sector, de-
tailed guidelines for which
were issued during P
Chidambaram's tenure as
Union home minister.

‘Sena backstabbed Hindutva, Maha’
Thane, May 28 (PTI): 

BJP national secretary
Sunil Deodhar on
Saturday said his party
had never approached the
Shiv Sena for an alliance
but the latter stabbed its
long-time ally in the back
post the 2019 Maharashtra
Assembly polls and hence
had no right to speak on
Hindutva.

Addressing an event
here to mark the birth an-
niversary of Hindutva
ideologue Veer Savarkar,
he said the Hindutva of
Sena founder Bal
Thackeray was inspira-
tional and current party
head and Chief Minister
Uddhav Thackeray must
take note of it.

"The BJP never went to
the Shiv Sena for an al-
liance. The Shiv Sena at-
tacks from behind and
backstabbed Maharashtra

and Hindutva. They have
no right to speak on
Hindutva," Deodhar said
in a reference to Uddhav
Thackeray joining hands
with the Congress and
NCP to form government
in Maharashtra.

Speaking on 'Savarkar's
Political Struggle', which
was the topic of the event,
he said the Hindutva of

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah was
inspired from the
thoughts and actions of
Savarkar.

The 'Hinduizing' of poli-
tics, as envisaged by
Savarkar, had now begun
from Uttar Pradesh in the
true sense, he said, adding
that a series of develop-
ments like the Ram
Mandir construction,
scrapping of Article 370,
the Citizenship
Amendment Act etc were
underway before the
COVID-19 pandemic
brought it to a halt.

He said some miscon-
ceptions had been spread
about Savarkar over the
years, but such attempts
are now on the wane, and
gradually society was get-
ting to know his towering
qualities, including patri-
otism.

Odisha woman launches
online campaign 

Sambalpur (Odisha), May 28 (PTI): 

An LLM student in
Odisha's Sambalpur town
has launched an online
campaign demanding
paid leave for women em-
ployed in both govern-
ment and private sectors
during periods.

R a n j e e t a
Priyadarshini, who has
earlier worked in the
heavy metal industry, has
urged Union Labour and
Employment Minister
Bhupender Yadav for
granting the provision to
the women employees,
who constitute nearly a
third of the total work-
force in the country.

She has also submitted

a petition to state Labour
and Employment
Minister Sushant Singh
in this regard.

"Discomfort from hav-
ing to work during peri-
ods remains unnoticed. I
demand equal respect for
men and women, because
a third of the workforce
continues to work under
physical and mental pres-
sure during menstrua-
tion," she told PTI on
World Menstrual Hygiene
Day on Saturday.

"We have been demand-
ing just one day of paid
leave in a month for peri-
ods as 99 per cent of
women encounter maxi-
mum pain for 24 hours,"
Priyadarshini said.

Push of a button changes lives, menstrual hygiene in J’khand
Balsiring (Jharkhand), May 28 (PTI): 

The push of a button
meant a different kind of
freedom for Savitri Tigga,
11, of Hulhundu on the out-
skirts of Ranchi, barely 20
km from the tribal state's
capital. As Savitri (name
changed) inserted a rupee
coin and pressed the button
of the newly-installed vend-
ing machine in her village,
her face lit up as it dis-
pensed a sanitary napkin.

Despite the proximity to
the mining boom town of
Ranchi, Savitri, till now,
had little or no knowledge
of how to cope with a men-
strual cycle, turning her al-
ready burdened childhood
into a nightmare, as she
bled in the solitary confines

of her hut, bewildered by
the changes which were
happening to her body.

Sangini, an initiative
taken by the Old Boys'
Association of the famed
Netarhat Vidyalaya, has set
up vending machines to
dispense sanitary pads, in
50 desperately poor villages
in Jharkhand and neigh-
bouring Bihar to help girls
have a healthier life with
uninterrupted schooling.

"I can now afford to buy
these napkins... I can study
now... I can buy my pencils
and erasers as well. I will
not leave my studies,"
Savitri told this reporter,
holding her napkin shyly
in her hand.

Lack of understanding
of menstrual hygiene and

lack of access to simple
necessities such as a sani-
tary pad in their villages
is one of the main reasons
for girls to drop out of
schools in Jharkhand,

where some 42.16 per cent
of the population live
below the poverty line.

Seema Toppo, 12, Neeta
Tigga, 15, Sani Horo, 12,
Neelmani Kongari, 14, and

Anju Oraon, 14, (names
changed) all narrated sim-
ilar horror stories of how
their mothers and they
used sand, ash, rags and
plastic to deal with men-
struation, often contract-
ing infection.

Most of the girls said
they used to prefer living
in the confines of their
huts during the menstrual
cycle period out of embar-
rassment, losing out on
school and normal life in
the process. Most did not
know of sanitary napkins,
and those who did could
not afford a trip to a town
chemist or the price of a
napkin.

The brainchild behind
the Sangini initiative,
NOBA GSR (Netarhat Old

Boys' Association Global
Social Responsibility) ad-
visory member Om
Prakash Choudhary told
PTI: "Late last year a col-
lege-going girl who still
studies at BHU in Varanasi
had come to NOBA GSR
and requested for a dona-
tion so that she could dis-
tribute sanitary napkins in
slum areas.

"She did it for three
months and we supported
her. Later we realised that
actually, this model is nei-
ther scalable nor sustain-
able." However, Choudhary
said that as he "read about
the girls that drop out of
school at a young age (be-
cause of lack of access to
sanitary napkins), it just
broke my heart".

‘You'll be voting CM, not just MLA’
Dehradun, May 28 (PTI): 

As Champawat goes to
bypoll on May 31, Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on
Saturday urged the peo-
ple in the assembly con-
stituency to vote over-
whelmingly in favour of
Pushkar Singh Dhami,
saying they were "elect-
ing a chief minister and
not just an MLA".

BJP's Kailash Gehtori,
who had won from this
constituency in the
February assembly polls,
later vacated his seat to
make way for Dhami after
the two-term MLA lost
from his stronghold
Khatima.

"For the first time since
it became a district in
1997, Chamapwat has got
an opportunity to elect a
chief minister and not
just an MLA. You should
not waste this opportuni-

ty. I appeal to you to
vote overwhelming-
ly in favour of the
youthful leadership
of Pushkar Singh
Dhami for the rapid
development of the
area," Adityanath
said at an election
rally in Tanakpur to
drum up support for
Dhami.

"It is Champawat's
fortune that a chief
minister's election is
in its hands. It is a
chance for
Champawat to lead
from the front in
Uttarakhand's devel-
opment journey," he
said. Adityanath praised
Gehtori for vacating his
seat saying it showed his
farsightedness.

"Under the young and
energetic leadership of
Dhami, all the state's aspi-
rations regarding em-
ployment generation and

tourism development to
its full potential are going
to be fulfilled," the Uttar
Pradesh chief minister
said.

Accompanied by
Dhami, Gehtori and the
state's BJP president
Madan Kaushik,

Adityanth also held a
roadshow in Tanakpur to
campaign for his
Uttarakhand counterpart
for the crucial
Champawat bypoll, which
will decide Dhami's fu-
ture as the chief minister.

Though the BJP record-
ed a big victory in
Uttarakhand assembly
polls in February, win-
ning 47 out of a total of 70
assembly seats, Dhami
lost from Khatima - a seat
he had won in 2012 and
2017 assembly polls.

However, the BJP re-
posed faith in him and
made him the chief min-
ister for a second term.
Winning an assembly
seat and becoming a
member of the House
within six months of
being sworn in as the
chief minister is a consti-
tutional requirement that
Dhami needs to fulfil to
continue in office.

Demands paid leave during periods
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Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram arrives at
the CBI headquarters for
questioning in an alleged
scam pertaining to is-
suance of visas for Chinese
nationals, in New Delhi,
Saturday. 

Sunil Deodhar
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Students take part in an awareness rally on Menstrual Hygiene Day, in Guwahati, Saturday.

AWARENESS RALLY

A youngster cools himself under a tubewell on a hot summer day on the outskirts of Amritsar, Saturday. 

KEEPING COLD

Yogi Adityanath

FROM NIGHTMARE TO FREEDOM

Students of Santosh College of Teachers Training &
Education use a vending machine to collect sanitary pads
at Balsiring village, in Ranchi, Saturday.

‘Purchase of agri land converted 
to residential use not against law’

Bengaluru, May 28 (PTI): 

The purchase of
land after it is con-
verted from agricul-
tural to residential
use does not contra-
vene the provisions of

the Karnataka Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled
Tribes (Prohibition of
Transfer of Certain Lands)
Act, the Karnataka High
Court has said. It upheld as
valid the purchase of three
acres of land by the
Tibetan Children's Village
in Sheshagirihalli village
in Ramangara, which was
originally a grant land,
after the land had been con-
verted for residential use.

Agricultural land grant-
ed to SC/ST cannot be
transferred as per the said
Act. Giriyappa was grant-
ed the land in 1978. He
transferred the land to T
Prasanna Gowda in 1996.
The latter converted the
land use under Karnataka

Land Reforms Act (KLR
Act) and then transferred
it to the Tibetan Children's
Village, a registered
Society.

The heirs of Giriyappa
challenged the transfer of
land in 2006. The Assistant
Commissioner ruled in
favour of the Society, but
the Deputy Commissioner
set aside the AC's order
and allowed the restora-
tion of the land in favour
of the heirs of Giriyappa.
This was challenged in the
High Court by the Society.

The High Court bench of
Justice B M Shyam Prasad
in its order on May 23, al-
lowed the petition and
ruled in favour of the
Society.

The HC noted that a full
bench had earlier ruled
(Sri Munnaiah vs Deputy
Commissioner) in 2021,
once the permission for
conversion is granted
under Section 95(2) of the
KLR Act, the land loses its

nature of being an agricul-
tural land and therefore re-
striction under Section 4(2)
of the PTCL Act would no
longer be applicable.

The HC said that in view
of the observation made
by its full bench in the ear-
lier case, the petitioner
must succeed on this
ground. Further, the court
noted that a similar chal-
lenge to the Tibetan
Children's Village's pur-
chase of the adjacent lands
on similar grounds had
also failed.

Delay in filing the case
also came to the aid of
Tibetan Children's Village.

The first sale deed is in
the year 1996 and the pro-
ceedings are initiated 10
years later which would be
an unreasonable delay in
the absence of necessary
explanation and in the cir-
cumstances of the case.
The petitioner must suc-
ceed even on this ground,
the HC said.
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Tributes paid to
Amir Chand

JJaammmmuu,,  MMaayy
2288::  Head
priest at the
revered Mata
Vaishno Devi
Shrine Amir
Chand had
passed away
at his resi-
dence in Jammu and Kashmir’s
Reasi district on May 21, offi-
cials said. The 85-year-old
‘Pratham Pujari’ apparently died
of a heart attack at his Katra
residence, the officials said. 

Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, who is also the chairman
of Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board (SMVDSB), ex-
pressed his grief over the
priest’s death. The 10th day pro-
gramme is scheduled on May 30
at Raghunath temple here. 

Further other programme
are on May 31 at late priest’s
residence. A condolence meet-
ing is scheduled on June 03 be-
tween 11:00 am and 1 pm at his
residence, informs DIG Central
Sector CRPF Lucknow Sunil
Kumar.

̈ CChhiieeff  pprriieesstt  ooff  MMaattaa
VVaaiisshhnnoo  DDeevvii

CBI questions Karti for
3rd consecutive day

Navy chief reviews
passing out parade 

Kannur, May 28 (PTI): 

The passing out parade
of 250 cadets of the Indian
Navy and Indian Coast
Guard was held at
Ezhimala Naval Academy
here on Saturday. Indian
Navy chief Admiral R
Hari Kumar reviewed the
parade of the trainees
comprising 30 women and
seven foreign cadets.

The Navy chief award-
ed medals to the meritori-
ous midshipmen and
cadets on completion of
the Ceremonial Review.
The 'President's Gold
Medal' for the Indian
Naval Academy B Tech
course was awarded to

M i d s h i p m a n
Suseendranathan Aditya,
Navy said in a release. The
successful trainees
marched with their gleam-
ing swords and rifles held
in salute, past the
Academy's Quarterdeck,
in slow march, to the tra-
ditional notes of 'Auld
Lang Syne' - the poignant
farewell tune played by
armed forces around the
world when bidding adieu
to colleagues and com-
rades, for their 'Antim Pag'
or final step at the Indian
Naval Academy. The for-
eign cadets are from
friendly nations including
Indonesia, Bangladesh,
Maldives and Sri Lanka.

At Ezhimala Naval Academy


