
Children killed
Korba: Two children were
run over by a speeding
car in Chhattisgarh’s
Korba district on Friday, a
police official said. The
incident took place in
Uchbhatti village under
Urga police station limits
bordering Janjgir-Champa
district in the morning,
the official said. “A car
moving at high speed
from Champa towards
Korba crushed to death
Manoj Gond (10) and Raju
Gond (9), both residents
of Mahuda village in
Janjgir-Champa district. 

Three dead 
DDeehhrraadduunn:: Three pilgrims
from Maharashtra were
killed and 10 were injured
when the vehicle in which
they were travelling fell
into a deep gorge in
Uttarkashi district, officials
said on Friday. The acci-
dent happened near Barkot
area of the district on
Thursday night when the
pilgrims were on their way
to Yamunotri, they said. A
state disaster response
force team was rushed to
the spot which carried out
the rescue operation, the
officials said.

CBI summon
JJaammmmuu::  A CBI court here
has issued summons to
Rubaiya Sayeed, daughter
of former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed,
to appear before it on July
15 in a case related to her
abduction in 1989, offi-
cials said on Friday. This is
the first time that Rubaiya
Sayeed has been asked to
appear in the case. She
had been freed after five
terrorists were released in
exchange. Rubaiya
Sayeed, who stays in
Tamil Nadu, is listed as a
prosecution witness by
the CBI which took over
the investigations into the
case in early 1990.

Nigerian held 
NNooiiddaa::  A Nigerian nation-
al staying in Delhi has
been arrested by the
Uttar Pradesh Police on
the charge of cheating at
least 300 women and
duping them of crores of
rupees on the pretext of
marriage, officials said
on Friday. The accused
befriended women
through social media and
matrimonial websites,
where he introduced him-
self as a non-resident
Indian (NRI) settled in
Canada, the officials
said. Garuba Galumje
(38), who hails from
Lagos in Nigeria, was
staying in the Kishan
Garh area of South Delhi
and has been arrested by
officials of the cyber
crime police station in
Noida, they said.
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Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh performs
yoga asanas, ahead of

International Yoga Day on
June 21, at Karnataka Naval

Area Beach, Karwar.’’
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New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

Seven Army soldiers
were killed and 19 others
were injured in the
Tuktuk sector of Ladakh
on Friday when the vehi-
cle they were travelling
skidded off the road and
fell into the Shyok river,
Army officials said.

The accident took place
at around 9 am at a place
that is around 25 km from
Thoise, they said Officials
said the vehicle they were
travelling in skidded off
the road and fell in the
Shyok river. As many as
26 soldiers were on their
way from the transit
camp in Partapur to a for-
ward location in sub-sec-
tor Hanif. “Seven individ-
uals have been declared
fatal so far. There are
grievous injuries to oth-
ers as well. Dedicated ef-
forts are underway to en-
sure that the best medical

care is provided to the in-
jured,” said an official.
The officials said the vehi-
cle fell into the Shyok
river to a depth of approx-
imately 50 to 60 feet from
the road. “A party of 26
soldiers was moving from

the transit camp in
Partapur to a forward lo-
cation in sub-sector Hanif.
At around 9 am, 25km
from Thoise, the vehicle
skidded off the road and
fell in Shyok river,” the of-
ficial cited above said. All

the injured were initially
taken to the 403 Field
Hospital at Partapur.
Hours later, all 19 injured
personnel have been shift-
ed to Chandimandir in
the Panchkula district of
Haryana.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

A Delhi court on
Friday awarded a four-
year jail term to former
Haryana Chief Minister
Om Prakash Chautala in
a disproportionate assets
(DA) case. Special Judge
Vikas Dhull also imposed
a fine of Rs 50 lakh on the
convict in the case of ac-
quiring disproportionate
assets from 1993 to 2006.

The judge also directed
the authorities concerned
to confiscate four of his
properties.

The court had last
week convicted Chautala
and said the accused had
failed to satisfactorily ac-
count for such dis-propor-
tionality by proving his
source of income or
means by way of which,
he acquired assets during
this period. The CBI had
filed the case in 2005, and
a charge sheet was filed
on March 26, 2010, accus-

ing him of amassing as-
sets disproportionate to
his legitimate income, be-
tween 1993 and 2006.
According to the CBI’s
FIR Om Prakash
Chautala, while function-
ing as Chief Minister of
Haryana during the peri-
od from July 24, 1999, to
March 5, 2005, in collu-
sion with his family

members and others, ac-
cumulated assets, immov-
able and movable, dispro-
portionate to his known
lawful sources of income,
in his name, in the names
of his family members.
The disproportionate as-
sets were calculated to be
Rs 6.09 crore, 189.11 per
cent of his known
sources of income.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

There was an environ-
ment of “indifference” to-
wards the use of technolo-
gy in governance before
2014 due to which the poor
and the middle class suf-
fered the most, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Friday.

He asserted the current
government has ensured
last-mile delivery of serv-
ices with the help of tech-
nology, including drones.

Addressing a gathering
after inaugurating India’s
biggest drone festival in
Delhi, he said, “At a time
when we are celebrating
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav,
it is my dream that every-
one in India should have a
smartphone in his or her

hand, every farm should
have a drone and every
house should have pros-
perity.” The enthusiasm
being seen in India about
drone technology is amaz-
ing and indicates possibili-

ties of an emerging sector
of employment genera-
tion, the prime minister
said. He said eight years
ago “we started imple-
menting new mantras of
good governance”.
“Walking on the path of
minimum government
and maximum gover-
nance, priority was given
to ease of living and ease
of doing business,” Modi
said.

During the earlier gov-
ernments, technology was
considered a part of the
problem and efforts were
made to label it “anti-
poor”, the prime minister
said. “Due to this, there
was an environment of in-
difference towards the use
of technology in gover-
nance before 2014.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Friday said that issue per-
taining to vulnerable wit-
nesses directly concerns
the plight of women and
children as they are in a
position of vulnerable wit-
nesses and impleaded the
Ministry of Women and
Child Development as a
party in the matter which
relates to the preparation
of a uniform national
model for Vulnerable
Witness Deposition
Centres (VWDC).

The apex court said the
ministry shall continue to
coordinate all activities in
consultation with the
chairperson of the court-

appointed committee. A
vacation bench of Justices
D Y Chandrachud and
Bela M Trivedi observed
that the top court had ear-
lier said that the Ministry
of Women and Child
Development must be the
nodal ministry and it
wants the ministry to
monitor it. The Ministry
of Women and Child
Development has been
nominated as a coordinat-
ing ministry having due
regard to the fact that the
issue pertaining to vulner-
able witnesses directly
concerns the plight of
women and children who
are, generally speaking, in
the position of vulnerable
witnesses, the bench said.

Mumbai, May 27 (PTI): 

A special NIA court here
has sentenced an ISIS ter-
rorist to seven years impris-
onment for a conspiracy
hatched in Syria for radical-
ising Indian youth through
internet wherein they were
instructed to fabricate an
IED locally. Mohammed
Shahed Khan, a resident of
Parbhani in Maharashtra,
was handed down a seven
years rigorous imprison-
ment and a fine of Rs 45,000
under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,
the Indian Penal Code Act
and the Explosive
Substance Act, a National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
spokesperson said. The

case pertains to the conspir-
acy hatched by ISIS opera-
tives in Syria for radicalis-
ing Indian youth through
internet wherein an IED
was fabricated locally on
their directions, he said.
The case was initially regis-
tered in July 2016 and rereg-
istered by the NIA in
September 2016. A
chargesheet was filed in
October, 2016, the
spokesperson said. An ac-
cused, Naser Bin Yafai
(Chaus), has already been
convicted for seven years
rigorous imprisonment by
the NIA Special Court,
Mumbai on May 6, 2022, in
this case, he said, adding
further trial in the matter
continues.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

The southwest mon-
soon is expected to reach
Kerala during the next two
to three days, marking a
sluggish start to the sea-
sonal rains that are the
lifeline of India’s agri-
based economy.

Earlier, the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) had
forecast the onset over
Kerala on Friday (May 27)
with help from the rem-
nants of Cyclone Asani,
that struck the Bay of
Bengal a fortnight ago.
The forecast had a model
error of four days.

However, the influence
of the remnant weather

systems, that lingered over
the southern peninsula,
petered out, dashing the
forecast of early onset
over Kerala and a swift
progress towards the
north, the IMD said.

As per the latest meteo-
rological indications, west-
erly winds have strength-
ened in the lower levels

over the south Arabian
Sea and deepened. As per
satellite imagery, there is
an increase in cloudiness
over Kerala coast and ad-
joining southeast Arabian
Sea. Hence, conditions are
becoming favourable for
monsoon onset over
Kerala during the next 2-3
days, the IMD said.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

The iconic rifle and the
soldier’s war helmet, which
were part of the Amar
Jawan Jyoti at the India
Gate, were moved to the
National War Memorial on
Friday. The defence min-
istry said the armed Forces
“shifted the inverted rifle
and the helmet from India
Gate, which was the sym-
bol of fallen soldiers of 1971
war, to Param Yodha Sthal
at National War
Memorial”. It said the rifle
and the helmet were in-
stalled in the midst of busts
of Param Vir Chakra
awardees. “With this cere-
mony, the integration of
the memorial of fallen sol-
diers of 1971 war with
National War Memorial

has been completed,” the
ministry said in a state-
ment. The ceremony was
led by the Chief of
Integrated Defence Staff to
the Chairman, Chiefs of
Staff Committee (CISC) Air
Marshal BR Krishna and
attended by Adjutant
General equivalents from
the three services. The
Amar Jawan Jyoti at the
India Gate was merged
with the eternal flame at
the National War Memorial
(NWM) in January. The
NWM is around 400 metres
away from the India Gate.
The Amar Jawan Jyoti was
constructed as a memorial
for Indian soldiers who
were killed in action in the
1971 Indo-Pak war, which
India won, leading to the
creation of Bangladesh.

London, May 27 (PTI):

Geetanjali Shree has be-
come the first Indian au-
thor to win the prestigious
International Booker
Prize for her “utterly origi-
nal” Hindi novel ‘Tomb of
Sand’, a family saga set in
northern India about an
80-year-old woman who
travels to Pakistan to con-
front the unresolved trau-
ma of her teenage experi-
ences of Partition and re-
evaluates what it means to
be a mother, a daughter, a
woman and a feminist.

At a ceremony in
London on Thursday, the
64-year-old New Delhi-
based writer said she was
“completely over-
whelmed” with the “bolt
from the blue” as she ac-

cepted her 50,000-pound
prize, and shared it with
the book’s English transla-
tor Daisy Rockwell. The
prize is split between au-
thor and translator equal-
ly. Tomb of Sand’, original-
ly Ret Samadhi’, is set in
northern India and fol-
lows an 80-year-old woman

in a tale the Booker judges
dubbed a “joyous cacopho-
ny” and an “irresistible
novel”. “I never dreamt of
the Booker, I never
thought I could. What a
huge recognition, I’m
amazed, delighted, hon-
oured and humbled, said
Shree in her acceptance

speech. “There is a melan-
choly satisfaction in the
award going to it. Ret
Samadhi/Tomb of Sand’
is an elegy for the world
we inhabit, a lasting ener-
gy that retains hope in the
face of impending doom.
The Booker will surely
take it to many more peo-
ple than it would have
reached otherwise, that
should do the book no
harm, she said.

Reflecting upon becom-
ing the first work of fic-
tion in Hindi to make the
Booker cut, the author
said it felt good to be the
means of that happening.

“But behind me and this
book lies a rich and flour-
ishing literary tradition in
Hindi, and in other South
Asian languages.

Chennai, May 27 (PTI):

India’s first semi-high
speed freight train is likely
to hit the tracks by
December, officials said
Friday. Replicating the con-
cept of Vande Bharat trains,
the 16-coach ‘Gati Shakti’
train can clock 160 kmph
and will be manufactured at
the Integral Coach Factory
(ICF) in Chennai. In order to
implement the PM Gati
Shakti initiative in a fo-
cused manner, the Railways
has created a separate direc-
torate at the Railway Board
with its branches at
Khurda, Bilaspur, Delhi and
Bengaluru divisions to ex-
pedite the ambitious
scheme. “The design work
for these trains has already

started. We have also given
the order for material By
December this year, we will
be able to manufacture two
of these trains,” ICF
General Manager A K
Agarwal said, adding that
an overall target of 25 such
trains has been set. The
final number of trains will
depend on how the initial
ones are received by the
market, he added. The
Railways is planning to tar-
get the e-commerce and
courier parcel segment
through these trains, offi-
cials said. Each train will
also have refrigerated wag-
ons in the rear end and in
the front to carry perish-
ables like milk products,
fish, fruit and vegetables.
Electricity connection for

these wagons will be provid-
ed from the coach. The rest
of the coaches will have
rollers for moving the con-
tainer. Each coach will have
two wide doors for loading
and unloading the contain-
ers. According to the Indian
Brand Equity Foundation,
with a turnover of USD 50
billion in 2020, India has be-
come the eighth largest
market for e-commerce.
“India’s e-commerce market
is expected to reach USD 111
billion by 2024 and USD 200
billion by 2026 and expected
to reach USD 350 billion by
2030,” the official said,
adding that Indian Railways
plans to capture the small
size parcel shipments by
running dedicated high
speed freight trains.

BSF nabs 1 more

Pak fisherman
AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd:: The Border
Security Force (BSF) on Friday
apprehended one more
Pakistani fisherman and seized
five fishing boats from the
Harami Nala creek area located
near the Indo-Pak border in
Gujarat’s Kutch district during
an ongoing search operation, an
official said. The BSF had on
Thursday nabbed two Pakistani
fishermen and seized four of
their boats in the same area as
they were found fishing inside
the Indian waters of the creek.
On Friday, a BSF patrolling team
had to fire three rounds when the
fisherman tried to escape into
the Pakistan side of the maritime
border, but he was eventually
nabbed after a chase, said the
border guarding force in a state-
ment. Nothing suspicious was
recovered from the boats which
only had some fish, fishing nets
and equipment, it added.

‘Civil servants
need to focus on
innovative ideas’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Union Minister of
State for Personnel Jitendra
Singh on Friday said civil ser-
vants need to focus on innova-
tive ideas which can be used as
best governance practices.
Singh was speaking at the 2nd
national good governance webi-
nar series on health, according
to a personnel ministry state-
ment. Civil servants need to
focus on innovative ideas hav-
ing replicability and sustainabil-
ity which can be used as best
governance practices, the
statement said. In the run up to
civil services day on April 21,
2022, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has mandated the
Department of Administrative
Reforms and Public Grievances
(DARPG) to hold virtual confer-
ences with district collectors
and other officers over the next
12-months from April, 2022 to
March, 2023, it said.

Seven soldiers killed
in road accident

Indian Army personnel gather at the site after a vehicle carrying 26 jawans fell in the
Shyok river, at the Turtuk area in Ladakh.

Delhi court awards 4-yr jail 
term to O P Chautala in DA case

Former Haryana chief minister OP Chautala being
taken to the Tihar Jail after a special CBI court 
sentenced him to four years in jail, in New Delhi, Friday.

‘Issue pertaining to vulnerable
witnesses directly concerns
plight of women & children’

Poor suffered due to indifference towards
tech use in governance before 2014: PM 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi flies a drone at the
inauguration of the Bharat
Drone Mahotsav, at Pragati
Maidan in New Delhi. 

NIA court awards ISIS 
terrorist 7-year jail term for

radicalising youth

‘Monsoon likely to reach
Kerala in next 2-3 days’

India’s first semi-high speed freight
train likely to chug by year end

Delhi-based writer Geetanjali Shree wins International
Booker Prize for first Hindi novel ‘Tomb of Sand’

Author Geetanjali

Shree listens to the

speech of her novels

translator Daisy

Rockwell, unseen,

after the pair won the

2022 International

Booker Prize author

and translator awards

for Shrees novel Tomb

of Sand in London.

Iconic rifle, helmet at India Gate
shifted to National War Memorial
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Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2277:: The students
of Steel City Bhilai brought
laurels to the city as well as
the state by winning prizes in
the All India Poster Painting
Competition organized by
the Indian National Trust for
Art and Cultural Heritage
(INTACH). 

This competition was or-
ganised under the 'Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsava.  176 chil-
dren from 24 schools of Bhilai-
Durg participated in this com-

petition which was organized
with the aim of creating
awareness among the school
students about the freedom
movement of India. 

According to the results re-
leased by the Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage (INTACH) headquar-
ters located in New Delhi,
Samiksha Aharwal, a class 10
student of Delhi Public
School, Bhilai, made Bhilai
and Chhattisgarh proud by se-
curing a place among the ten
national winners. 

Along with this, Hemant
Sahu of class-10 of Sharda
Vidyalaya, Risali Bhilai and
Prashasti Chandra of class-8
student of Delhi Public
School, Bhilai were declared
regional winners. 

It needs to be mentioned
here that this competition was
organized at the national level
and the results were declared
after intensive evaluation of
more than 6000 posters (en-
tries) from across the country,
informed INTACH Regional
Convenor Dr DN Sharma.

DLSA conducts legal awareness campaign 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 27: District
Legal Services Authority
is conducting a special
legal awareness campaign
from May 24 to 28 at Patel
Square in Durg with the
objective of providing
legal information to the
public. DLSA has set up a
pandal on the roadside to
conduct this awareness
campaign.

It is often seen in Durg
city that people are not
aware of the traffic rules.
They violate the rules
which result in road acci-
dents. Traffic violators are
caught by the cops also
and they have to pay fines.

To provide legal infor-
mation regarding funda-
mental duties and rights
of children and making
them aware about driving
rules, information is

being made available
through the pandal in
Patel Square. Paralegal
volunteers remain present
at the pandal to make
legal information avail-
able to the public.

People who are found vi-
olating the rules are made
to fill and sign an under-
taking at the pandal itself.
They are made aware
about the traffic rules and
are being explained about
the benefits of wearing
helmets to reduce fatal in-
juries in case of accidents.

Drivers of speeding ve-
hicles are being advised to
drive at a limited speed as
their speeding may result
in an accident.
Fundamental duties and
brief legal information re-
lated to children are being
made available to the peo-
ple visiting the pandal.

The main objective of
this awareness campaign
is to make the legal serv-
ice schemes reach to the
last person of the society,
informed DLSA Secretary
Ashish Dahariya.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 27: Borsi
Durg resident Dr Alankrita
Yadu has successfully com-
pleted the professional
course of MBBS from
CIMS Bilaspur. She was ho-
noured during the convoca-
tion ceremony held at the
college. She is the daughter
of Ashok Yadav and
Hemlata Yadav.

District Panchayat
President Shalini Rivendra
Yadav, DMC Speaker
Rajesh Yadav, CG State
Police Accountability
Authority Member
Ramkali Yadav, Tethwar
Yadav Mahasabha State
President Gulendra Yadav,
former Vice President
Prahlad Yadu, Youth Cell
President Parmanand
Yadu, Folk Artist Khuman
Singh Yadav, State

Spokesperson Romshankar
Yadav, Balram Yadav,
Tejesh Yadav, Narottam
Yadu, Ravi Yadu and others
of Yadav Samaj have greet-
ed her on this achievement.

Cath Lab operations
resume at JLNH&RC

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 27: Cath Lab
operations have resumed
after a gap owing to COVID
at SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Jawaharlal Hospital &
Research Centre, Sector 9, a
multi-speciality hospital
equipped with modern di-
agnostic facilities.

Angiography was per-
formed on as many as 11
patients today on May 27,
2022 by renowned cardiolo-
gist of international repute
from National Heart
Institute, New Delhi, Dr
Vinod Sharma with whom
Bhilai Steel Plant has re-
newed its contract for per-
forming Angiography and
Angioplasty.

With software upgrada-
tion of JLN Hospital's

Cardiac Cath Lab done re-
cently and Angiography
and Angioplasty resumed,
serving employees and
their dependents, ex-em-
ployees and their spouses
who are cardiac patients
can heave a sigh of relief.

The newly upgraded
Cath Lab was inaugurated
on Friday in the presence
of cardiologist, Dr Vinod
Sharma and SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant's Chief Medical
Officers, Dr Ravindranath
and Dr Pramod Binayeke.

Angiography and
Angioplasty at the upgrad-

ed Cath Lab will be carried
out under the supervision
of Dr S K Issar, ED
(Medical & Health
Services), Chief Medical
Officers, Dr Ravindranath
and Dr Pramod Binayeke
and Dr Harishankar
Jonwar, Dr Upendra Jain
and the team managing
Cath Lab.

Dr Harishankar Jonwar
will be available at OPD
Room No 1B every
Wednesday from 11 AM to
1.30 PM for consultation
and appointments regard-
ing Angiography.

Man arrested for wife’s murder
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 27: Police
have arrested a man on
charges of killing his wife
in village Borenda of
Ranitarai Police Station
limits. SDOP (Patan)
Devansh Singh Rathore in-
formed that Ranitarai
Police Station received in-
formation on May 17 re-
garding the death of
Rajkumari Yadu (25) wife of
Ghanshyam, a resident of
village Borenda.

She allegedly committed
suicide by hanging self at
home. On information, a
police team reached the
crime scene and the body
was sent for autopsy after
preparing an inquest. The
autopsy was performed at
Government Hospital in
Patan.

The autopsy report re-
vealed that the cause of
death was asphyxia. There
were signs that her mouth
and nose were occluded
which caused her death. On
the basis of the PM report,

section 302 of IPC was
added in the FIR and police
started investigation con-
sidering it to be murder.

The detailed information
about the incident was
given to Superintendent of
Police Dr Abhishek Pallav
(IPS) and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu and
under their directions,

Ranitarai Police launched
investigations and explored
all the possible angles of
the case.

On suspicion,
Ghanshyam Yadu, the hus-
band of the deceased, was
interrogated. He kept on
changing his statement fre-
quently. During sustained
interrogation, he confessed
to have murdered his wife.

He disclosed that some
time ago he had gone to his
in-laws' place in Mandir
Hasaud with his wife and
children. He was beaten by
his in-laws after an alterca-
tion.

Since then, differences
occurred with his wife and
they often used to argue
and fight over the same rea-
son. On the day of the inci-

dent, an altercation oc-
curred between the hus-
band and wife after which
the man occluded her
mouth with a cloth (kathri).

When the lady became
unconscious, he strangled
her to death with a stole.
Thereafter, the man plotted
a conspiracy to make the
murder look like a suicide.
He used a saree to hang the
lady with the ceiling. The
accused confessed to have
murdered his wife. He was
arrested and produced be-
fore the court from where
he has been sent to jail on
judicial remand.

SDOP (Patan) Devansh
Singh Rathore: Inspector
Manoj Prajapati (SHO,
Ranitarai), Assistant Sub-
Inspector Nakul Prasad
Thakur, Head Constable
Lokesh Lahiri, Constables
Tulesh Dhankar, Talendra
Chandrakar, Dhananjay
Sinha, Laxmi Narayan,
Dekesh Bachhor Netam
and Tukaram Nirmalkar
played a vital role in solv-
ing the case.

p Angiography performed

on 11 cardiac patients 

SAIL refuses to form wage structure for contract workers

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 27: The
NJCS Sub Committee
meeting once again failed
in reaching consensus on
any issue on Thursday.
The management refused
to form a wage structure
for the contract workers
and offered a meagre in-
crease in AWA for them.
All the trade unions unan-
imously rejected the offer.

The unions demanded
to convene a full NJCS
meeting for resolving the
unsettled issues of wage
revision of regular work-
ers. Meeting started with
the financial reporting of
the company. SAIL has
achieved all time best
profit in FY 21-22 (PAT
12015 Crore). The

turnover of the company
is more than One Lakh
crore.

The unions demanded
full NJCS immediately to
resolve all yet unsettled is-
sues of wage revision of
regular workers by rene-
gotiating the MoU issues,
including full arrears,
ceiling less gratuity, and
others and also simultane-
ous respectable wage revi-
sion of contract workers
in basic pay and other
benefits.

The contribution of
contract workers who
stood beside permanent
workers to take the chal-
lenges for turnaround is
remarkable. The ratio of
contract worker to perma-
nent worker in SAIL at
present is 60: 40.

Management in the last
meeting of the Sub
Committee (22nd April,
2022) proposed to increase
the AWA (Additional
Welfare Allowance) by 10
percent only.

All the trade unions re-
jected the humiliating pro-
posal of management.
CITU have been demand-
ing enhancement of basic
pay instead of meagre in-
crease in allowance as pro-
posed in the last meeting.

Due to the immediate
reaction and thrust of the
trade unions,
Management had with-
drawn that proposal and
decided to form a plant
level committee to exam-
ine the scope of enhance-
ment of basic pay of con-
tract workers.

In the meeting held on
Thursday, management
reported that the plant
level committee was con-
stituted and examined
many parameters of
wages of contract work-
ers. They have placed rec-
ommendations of the
committee in the meeting
which is nothing but 25
percent marginal incre-
ment of AWA only.

At present AWA varies
from Rs 1750 to Rs 2500 in
different units of SAIL
and RINL. Finally the
management came out
with a proposal of wage
increase of Rs 435 to Rs
625 in terms of AWA.

CITU/ SWFI firmly re-
jected the proposal and de-
manded a minimum basic
of permanent workers (S-

1) as minimum of con-
tract workers keeping in
mind the contribution of
contract workers in the
production process. CITU
demanded a wage struc-
ture for all the contract
workers of the public sec-
tor steel industries.

Management remained
adamant and stated that
they are not in a position
to form a wage structure
due to non uniformity of
wages in different units.
Trade Unions insisted
that it is the right of con-
tract workers to have a
well defined wage struc-
ture and they will fight to
achieve it.

Next meeting of the
NJCS Sub Committee on
Contract Workers will be
held on 15 June, 2022. The

contract workers under
the banner of SWFI /
CITU demonstrated
throughout the industry
on May 25 and thousands
of contract workers joined
in the movement.

Permanent workers in
all the units also joined the
movement in large num-
bers. The union leaders
stated that they have to in-
tensify the struggle to
achieve the legitimate de-
mands of contract workers.

CITU General Secretary
Lalitmohan Misra assert-
ed that there will be no
agreement without ar-
rears and wage settlement
of contract workers.
Unilateral circular for
curtailment of gratuity
should be withdrawn im-
mediately, he added.

NJCS Sub Committee meeting fails in reaching consensus

Alankrita brings 
laurels to Yadav Samaj

Samiksha secures position among national winners 

CITU demands review of the disputed NEPP
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 27: Hindustan
Steel Employees Union
(CITU) has demanded to
stop the implementation of
the disputed NEPP and re-
view this new promotion
policy. On Thursday, a dele-
gation of the union con-
ducted discussion with the
management in the context
of the problems arising out
of the implementation of
the much disputed NEPP
signed between the then
recognised trade union and
the management on June
25.

The representatives of
CITU submitted a memo-
randum having the signa-
tures of 385 personnel.
They demanded to stop the
implementation of this
controversial new promo-
tion policy and review it
again. It needs to be men-
tioned here that on the de-
mand of CITU, the circular

related to this promotion
policy has been uploaded in
the BSP intranet by the
BSP management.
Gradually, the workers are
realising that this policy
has nothing in the interest
of the workers. As the
workers are likely to suffer
more losses, the union de-
manded to review this poli-
cy again.

On behalf of the BSP
management, SK Chhatri,
General Manager, NK
Ingle, Komal Ram
Dhurandhar, MK Sahu,
Sudhir Sorte, SB Mandal,
SK Shukla and Jasbir
Singh were present in the
meeting. CITU delegation
included Savita Malviya,
SP Dey, Ashok Khatarkar,
DVS Reddy, J K Verma, KK
Deshmukh, Ramesh Das
Kharag and Kevendra
Sundar.

CITU leaders stated that
the management was un-
able to give satisfactory

clarification on
various topics.
During the dis-
cussion, the
union represen-
tatives asked
many questions
regarding the
new promotion
policy, but on be-
half of the man-
agement, the offi-
cers of the per-
sonnel depart-
ment kept on giving excus-
es for studying the policy.
When asked about the deci-
sion taken at Delhi level to
promote the personnel
with technical education
like ITI or Diploma in clus-
ter A to B and B to C in 3
years, the Personnel
Officers again cited the
same excuse. Some union
representatives wanted to
know about the position
and vacancy at present on
the basis of old Sanctioned
Mining and that

Sanctioned Mining, but the
personnel officer did not
have any answer.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the management
had claimed to provide pro-
motion to 249 employees
due to the implementation
of the new promotion poli-
cy in the rail mill. However,
during the discussion, it
was discovered that the en-
tire Rail Mill has only 19
workers to go to the C clus-
ter. The union leaders stat-
ed that promotion means

cluster change as well as
reaching higher posts and
getting financial benefits.
They questioned from the
management that how
many such employees are
there in Rail Mill who will
get cluster change, higher
designation and economic
benefits. On this also the
management said that at
present they do not have
any data.

An officer annoyed by
the clarification asked by
the union on the clause and

sub-section of
NEPP, said that
the signatories
include the man-
agement as well
as the recognized
union. He asked
the CITU leaders
to seek clarifica-
tion from the
union which has
given consent
after the discus-
sions. The recog-

nised union as well as the
management have signed
this agreement, hence the
recognised union and man-
agement are equally re-
sponsible in making and
signing this new promotion
policy.

Charge man is an impor-
tant post in Bhilai Steel
Plant. In departments with
continuous production
processes, this post is a
duty post, that is, some per-
son is on duty at this post
all the time. It is a position

that has the responsibility
of maintaining coordina-
tion between various func-
tions as well as maintain-
ing coordination with the
higher management. Even
the slightest error in coor-
dination, that is, miscom-
munication, can result in
disastrous results. It is in-
comprehensible to abolish
such an important post,
CITU leaders said.

According to the revised
promotion policy, on the
day the employee is senior
in the shift, he will have to
do the work of record keep-
ing, liaising with the high-
er management, writing
log books etc. This work is
a work of responsibility
and efficiency, which is cur-
rently done by the charge-
man, in which continuity is
very much needed. If there
is even a slight lapse in the
exchange or coordination
of information, the conse-
quences can be fatal.

Therefore, occasionally en-
trusting this work on any
senior employee is not only
unreasonable but it is also
dangerous from the point of
view of safety. This will
also increase the additional
burden on the workers and
they will be under stress.

The eligibility conditions
for promotion have also
been increased. Earlier,
only the employees who got
C grade in the last 1 year
were ineligible to get pro-
motion, but according to
the new policy, if any em-
ployee got B grade in all
three years apart from the
employees who got C grade
in any 1 year in the last 3
years, will also be ineligible
for promotion.

These conditions will
empower the officers to
debar or give promotion to
any employee at their per-
sonal discretion, which will
in no way be in the interest
of the plant.
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CAMP PARTICIPANTS

NSS workers as participants in the National Integration Camp organized by Pt. RSU
NSS cell and Regional Directorate here on Sunday.

Makdi, May 27: The peo-
ple who arrogate farmers’
money cannot roam free,
they’ll be sent to jail. Any
incident of fraud with
farmers will be thoroughly
investigated and immedi-
ate action will be taken.
During the ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat’ Programme in
Makdi, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel assured
all the farmers after hear-
ing the complaint of one of
them. He said that the offi-
cers have been instructed
to take strict action in the
event of fraud with farm-
ers so that such antisocial
agents are taught a lesson.
A farmer had made a com-
plaint against the
Additional Agriculture
Extension Officer A.K.
Tandon during the Bhent
Mulaqat Programme in
Makdi. The Police Officers
said that an F.I.R has been
lodged against him.
“Welfare of the farmers is
among the topmost priori-
ties of the state govern-
ment. We are committed to
provide right and fair
price for their produce”,
said Mr. Baghel. On this oc-
casion, Minister of
Industries Mr. Kawasi
Lakhma, Rajya Sabha MP

Mrs. Phulo Devi Netam,
MP Mr. Deepak Baij,
Kondagaon MLA Mr.
Mohan Markam, and other
public representatives
were also present.

Complaint was made re-
garding name not being
added to the ration card,
the Chief Minister gave
the necessary directions,
and by the end of the pro-
gramme, the name was
added– The people are re-
ceiving on-the-spot solu-
tions to their problems in
programme organized dur-
ing ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’. Partu Pandey
complained that his wife’s
name wasn’t added to the
ration card. The Chief
Minister immediately gave
instructions to solve the

issue. At the end of the
programme, the Chief
Minister told Partu
Pandey that his wife
Sohdara’s name has been
added to the ration card.

Training is going on
under ‘Mawa Girda
Kondanar Yojana’
Recruitment for Bastar
Fighters is going to com-
mence and training is
being provided as well for
its preparations by the
state government. Under
the ‘Mawa Girda
Kondanar Yojana’, youth
and girls are being trained
for its preparation.
Praising the training pro-
vided, the youth said that
this has raised the hope
that we will definitely get
selected for Bastar

Fighters.
‘Tikhur’ of Kondagaon

is being exported to
Vietnam:

Chief Minister said that
the products of
Kondagaon have gained in-
ternational recognition
with Tikhur from here
being exported to Vietnam.
The state government is
making an effort to make
the unique products of
Bastar ‘go global’ so that
the world should know
about their benefits. Better
promotion will boost the
demand of our forest pro-
duce.

Benefits of Narva
Scheme While interacting
with Chief Minister, the
beneficiaries of Narva
Yojana told that the water

level has increased signifi-
cantly through this
scheme. Earlier there used
to be water scarcity prob-
lem in the high altitude
areas which has now been
solved. Due to this they are
now able to harvest twice.

Inauguration of Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School Chief
Minister also inaugurated
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School on the oc-
casion. He also played
Chinese checkers game
with the children and dis-
tributed chocolates to
them.

Inspection of Makdi
Police Station Chief
Minister also inspected
Makdi Police Station. He
sought information about
the pending cases besides
inspecting the prison
house, record room, com-
puter room and armoury.
He also planted a sapling of
mango tree on this occa-
sion. Announcements
made by Chief Minister
Chief Minister announced
the opening of a hi-tech
bus stand at Makadi and
opening of a branch of co-
operative bank in Bijapur.
He also announced to ap-
prove electricity connec-
tions in 1466 irrigation
pumps and to sanction
new buildings for 12
schools. He announced
mini stadium in Randhana
and beautification of
Budha Talab Makdi Talab.

People duping farmers and usurping their money
cannot roam free, they’ll go to jail: CM

p CM assures the
farmers during the
Bhent Mulaqat
Programme in Makdi

Central Chronicle News

Durg, May 27 (PTI): A
21-year-old woman al-
legedly committed sui-
cide by hanging herself
in a room at a hostel of a
private college in
Chhattisgarh’s Durg
city on Friday, police
said.

The victim, Yamini
Rajput, was a resident of

Narayan Para and stu-
dent of pharmacy at a
private college in the
city, Pulgaon station
house officer (SHO)
Pradeep Sori said.

The death came to
light in the morning
when the hostel warden
found the woman hang-
ing with a scarf around
her neck in a vacant
room in the premises,

he said.
The police were subse-

quently alerted and the
body was sent for post-
mortem, the official
said, adding that no sui-
cide note was recovered.

A case under relevant
provisions of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) has
been registered and fur-
ther probe was under-
way, Sori added.

Pharma student commits
suicide at college hostel 
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Raipur, May 27:
Bharatiya Janata Party
National General
Secretary and state in-
charge D Purandeshwari
today called for vehement-
ly opposing every wrong
policies and actions of the
Congress government in
the state. People have to be
convinced that the
Bharatiya Janata Party
can give a better govern-
ment in the state, said
Purandeshwari while ad-
dressing BJP state execu-
tive committee at party’s
state headquarters in
Kushabhau Thakre prem-
ises here today.

‘The 8th year of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
efficient tenure is going to
complete on 30th May. In
2014 Lok Sabha elections,
BJP had gone to the people
with the slogan of ‘Sabka

Saath, Sabka Vikas’ and in
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions the party had cam-
paigned with the slogan
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’ in
which it received over-
whelming public support’,
she said. ‘Now we have to
get full support of the pub-
lic in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections also. We are al-
ready ready for the 2023 as-
sembly elections’, she
added.

According to her BJP is
different from other polit-
ical parties. She makes it
a point that BJP workers
came out of their houses
to render their services

during COVID pandemic
whereas other political
party workers preferred
to be at their homes dur-
ing this challenging peri-
od.

On the call of the cen-
tral leadership BJP will
go to the people with a
sense of service on the
completion of 8 years of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in office.

Purandeshwari said
that BJP Yuva Morcha
will take out bike rally
and distribute pamphlets
highlighting achieve-
ments of central govern-
ment. All frontal organi-
sations and cells of the

party have been entrust-
ed with separate respon-
sibilities so that each and
every worker can work
with full dedication, she
said.

Purandeshwari said
that senior leaders of the
party were meeting work-
ers under detailed action
plan chalked out to
strengthen booths.
According to her the en-
thusiasm and happiness
among party workers
would further strengthen
the party.

The BJP’s movement
was successful in protest
against the black law
(Bhupesh Act) brought by

the state government.
The party received over-
whelming public support
she claimed.

The farmers of the
state are constantly trou-
bled by acreage reduction
and shortage of manure
and gunny bags, she said,
adding that BJP is with
the farmers. She said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will talk to the
farmers about the mon-
soon. In this program,
each worker will bring
more and more farmers
and common people to
the booths to listen to the
‘Mann Ki Baat’ program
of Prime Minister.

‘Vehemently oppose wrong policies, actions of Cong govt’ 
Purandeshwari to
party workers at
the conclusion of
working committee
meeting

Kawardha, May 27:
Kawardha Police seized 44
Kg ‘Ganja’ worth Rs 8
lakhs being smuggled in a
truck here on Friday. It
was on tip from an in-

former that the Police
managed to nab the ac-
cused and this action was
taken by Chilfi Thana.

Similarly in another
seizure of banned nar-
cotics in Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi (GPM) district,
the Police got tip from an
informer that Dhaniram
has got 210 Kg worth of
‘Ganja’ kept hidden near

‘Maath’ of his father Late
Koduram in Pateratola.
The Narcotics Cell of
GPM nabbed Dhaniram
alias Munna S/o Gorelal
Sahu (64) from Pateratola
of Marwahi and filed a
case under section 20 B of
NDPC Act against him.

In the same way the
Police was able to seize 21
kg ‘Gnaja’ from trolley bag
and cloth bag of a minor
boy near Pendra Road rail-
way station and in this
case two other accused
were absconding and were
later arrested in investiga-
tion by the Marwahi
Police.

The two absconding ar-
rested are Ravi Kumar
Rathore S/o Ramlal
Rathore (20) and
Abhishekh Rathore S/o
Ramlal Rathore (22).

Ganja worth Rs 8 lakh
seized from Chilfi

Another lot of 210
kg seized from
Marwahi

Raipur, May 27: Free inter-
nal bus service has been start-
ed in the campus of Indira
Gandhi Agriculture
University for the conven-
ience of the university stu-
dents and employees. Under
the free bus service, bus will
be operated in four rounds
during the office hours from

the old Agricultural
Engineering College located
in the Agricultural University
campus to the administrative
building of the Agricultural
University. Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University’s
Board of Management mem-
bers Anand Mishra, Bodhram
Kanwar, Valri Chandrakar
and Vice Chancellor Dr
Girish Chandel inaugurated
the internal bus service by
flagging off the bus.

Managing Board members
and Vice Chancellor Dr
Chandel travelled in the bus
along with senior administra-
tive officers, deans and other
staff to inspect facility of in-
ternal bus service. Indira
Gandhi Agricultural

University campus is located
at village Jora and Labhandi
in about three kilometer
length on National Highway
53. Due to great distance be-
tween Agricultural College,
Agricultural Engineering
College, Food Technology
College, various hostels, dis-
pensary, administrative build-
ings of the University and
other offices located in the
University campus spread
over an area of ??more than
400 acres, students and staff
have to face inconvenience in
moving from one end to an-
other. Now with availability of
internal bus service the stu-
dents and employees can get
free transportation facility in
the university campus.

Internal bus service started in
Agricultural University campus

Board of Management
members and Vice
Chancellor flag off bus 

University students
and employees to
get free transport
facility
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Raipur, May 27: It was
timely decision by the
RPF ladies police at the
Raipur Railway Station
that on finding a preg-
nant woman crying in
pain for help at the
Raipur Railway Station
on developing delivery
pains was rushed to the
Ambedkar Hospital safe-
ly calling an ambulance
and saved her and baby’s
life.

As per news in this re-
gard, the RPF ladies po-
lice on finding a pregnant
woman falling on the
platform due to severe
pregnancy pains, covered
her all around with a sari
and tried to get the baby
delivered at the station.
Here ASI Rituja
Bhalekar, Arvind Singh,

Amar Jyoti Sahu togeth-
er boosted the morale of
the woman, but it was in
vain. Finding her health
getting deteriorated, the
ladies RPF police decided
to take her to a hospital
nearby.

The laidies RPF police
caught hold of the preg-
nant woman and ran out-
side the station and sent
her to Ambedkar
Hospital calling 102
Ambulance. Sources in-
formed that the woman is
undergoing treatment in
the hospital.

RPF police informed
that Jalakanti Mahanand
was on way to Balangir-
Odisha along with his
husband Dhaneshwar
Mahanand and it was at
the Raipur Railway sta-
tion her health deterio-
rated and she started get-
ting severe delivery pains
and was safely rushed to
the hospital due to
prompt decision and
presence of female RPF
police personnel.

Pregnant woman rushed
to hospital on developing

delivery pain
By ladies RPF police
at Raipur Railway
Station

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2277::  Three students of
IIIT-Naya Raipur have been selected
by Google, for the ‘Google Summer
of Code Internship (GSoC’22)’, a
global program focused on bringing
new contributors to Open-Source
Software Development. Divyansh
Kushwaha, Saumya Ranjan Patnaik,
and Khushi Agrawal are among the
1209 students globally, who have
been selected to work on different
softwares of Google. 

As part of GSoC internship, stu-
dents get a chance to work with an
Open-Source organization, on a
three-month programming project.
Students are paired with a mentor
from the participating organization,
giving them exposure to real-world
software development and tech-
niques. The students also earn a
stipend, while working in the areas

of their interest. During the period,
the students have to write the code,
and participate in two mid-evalua-
tions by the mentors, on the
progress of their work. 

Divyansh has been selected for
working on the project ‘Migrate
AsyncTask to KotlinCoroutines’ for
AnkiDroid, an android application
that facilitates learning things
using flashcards; Saumya will be
working on the project ‘Integration
of Swaywm with Regolith’ for
CCExtractor Development, a Linux
Software; and Khushi will be work-
ing on the project ‘CuPy Coverage
of SciPy Functions’. CuPy is a high-
performance GPU library used in
many projects related to Deep
Learning, NLP, Data Science,
Quantum Computing, and many
more. The selection procedure for

the Google Summer of Code pro-
gram entails students submitting
proposals to one or two participat-
ing organizations, describing the
details of the project that they
wish to do for that organization in
the internship period and their
past experiences. On the basis of
these proposals, organizations
select the most promising applica-
tions. In contributing to open-
source organizations, communica-
tion is the key and mentors are a
core part of the program. 

Congratulating the students,
Dr. Rajarshi Mahapatra, Dean
Academics, said that the insti-
tute’s focus is to motivate the stu-
dents to solve complex problems
and make the society a better
place to live and this is an example
of the same.

IIIT-NR students selected
for GSoC’22 internship
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RIVER WITH WATER HYACINTH

The city’s lifeline is now-a-days getting flooded with water Haycinth and it’s cleaning is underway.
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Jagdalpur, May 27: At
Adivasi Sammelan held
in Jagdalpur on Thursday,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel made several im-
portant announcements
for the development of
Bastar as per the expecta-
tions and demands of
local public representa-
tives and local communi-
ty. Chief Minister sanc-

tioned 4 acres of land and
an amount of Rs 1 cr to
Bhatra Samaj for con-
struction of a community
building. Chief Minister
has approved recognition
of BADAL as college affil-
iated to Khairagarh
Music University, an
amount of Rs 10.42 cr for
construction of a hostel of
150-seat capacity at
Gyangudi for tribal stu-
dents, besides the sanc-
tioned amount for organ-
izing cultural programs
in BADAL has been in-
creased from Rs.25 lakh to
Rs.1 crore.

On this occasion, Chief
Minister also announced
that the National Tribal
Music Festival will be or-
ganized every year in
Bastar on the lines of
National Tribal Festival.
He said that representa-
tives of various tribal
communities will be in-

cluded in advisory com-
mittee of Amcho Bastar
Heritage Society and this
society would be given
recognition by the govern-
ment, and various tribal
craftsmen, artisans and
artists of all the districts
of Bastar division would
be connected with
BADAL. He announced
that a research center
would be set up under
Bastar University to con-
duct research on tribal
art, culture and traditions
and to establish a life size
statue of martyr Veer
Jhara-Sirha in Sirha
Bhawan.

While addressing the
tribal convention (Adivasi
Sammelan), Chief
Minister said that our
government is continu-
ously moving ahead with
our valuable resources of
trust, development and se-
curity. We have returned
the land acquired from
the farmers in
Lohandiguda. 65 types of
minor forest produce are
being procured on sup-
port price and value addi-
tion work has also been
started for the financial
betterment of forest
dwellers.

Chief Minister further
said that besides waiving
off the loans of farmers
and procuring paddy at
the highest price,

Government has provided
employment to local
youth through mini PSCs.
PESA law is already in
force in Chhattisgarh,
while the rules of PESA
law will be approved in
the upcoming cabinet.

Chief Minister said
that our government’s en-
deavour is to ensure avail-
ability of community
buildings for all the com-
munities. The communi-
ties that do not have build-
ings, would be allocated
land/building soon. Our
government is making
sincere efforts to save the
culture and traditions of
Bastar. Establishment of
Devgudi has been an-
nounced in every Gram
Panchayat. BADAL has
been established to pre-
serve the identity of
Bastar. Folk art, songs,
dances are being scripted
and digitized here for the
coming generations. On
this occasion, Minister in-
charge of the district Mr.
Kawasi Lakhma, MP Mr.
Deepak Baij,
Parliamentary Secretary
Mr. Rekhchand Jain,
President of Bastar
Development Authority
Mr. Lakheshwar Baghel
were present, along with
other public representa-
tives and a large number
of people of tribal com-
munities.

CM made many important announcements
at Jagdalpur Adivasi Sammelan

Jagdalpur, May 27:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today inspected
Swami Atmanand
Government English
School (SAGEMS) in
Jagdalpur and during his
visit, a kid named Rashmi
Dahria asked Chief
Minister to tell them more
about Swami Atmanand
ji, after whom their school
has been named. In his af-
fectionate response to the
curiosity of little Rashmi,
Chief Minister stood in
front of the Black Board
and explained the chil-
dren in detail about the
inspirational life of
Swami Atmanand.

Chief Minister told the
children that Swami
Atmanand was born in
Raipur, his father’s name
was Shri Dhaniram
Verma. He was a freedom

fighter and teacher.
Swami Atmanand ji had
joined the Quit India
Movement on Mahatma
Gandhi’s call. After which
he had lost his job and
was even arrested. He
stayed with Gandhiji at
Wardha Ashram. When
Swami Atmanand was 4
years old, he used to sing
the favorite bhajan of
Mahatma Gandhi-
Raghupati Raghav Raja
Ram on Harmonium in
Wardha Ashram. He was
very intelligent, was a
gold medalist from
Nagpur in MSc Maths.
During his stay in
Vivekananda Ashram in
Nagpur, he felt inspired to
follow the path shown by
Swami Vivekananda. He
had secured his position
in the top ten scorers in
the ICS exam. But he did
not become a collector, in-
stead he joined Swami

Vivekananda Ashram.
Vivekananda also lived in
Raipur in his childhood.
After Calcutta, he spent
most of his life in Raipur.

Swami Atmanand ji
worked hard and opened
an ashram in Raipur. But
at that time, famine had
struck the region.
Swamiji spent all the
money deposited for the
ashram in the service of
the famine victims.
Because Vivekananda
used to say that service to
the poor is the service of
God. He opened ashrams
in various places includ-
ing Indore, Bhilai,
Amarkantak.

When he met Mrs.
Indira Gandhi, she told
him that people of
Abujhmad are deprived
for government schemes.
She requested him to
open an ashram in
Abujhmad. In the same

sequence, Swami ji
opened an ashram and a
school in Narayanpur. For
the first time, seven chil-
dren of Abujhmad had
made it to the merit list of
Bastar Division. All seven
of the children who were
studying under his guid-
ance had successfully
made it to the merit list.
Swami Atmanand ji had
made major contribution
to the field of education.
His discourses used to be
inspirational. He was a
great reformer, and a
great thinker. This is the
reason why their school
was named after Swami
Atmanand ji. Glad to
learn about the life of
Swami Ji, children ap-
plauded at the end of
Chief Minister’s narra-
tion.

Chief Minister directed
the Collector to take stu-
dents of Swami
Atmanand School,
Jagdalpur to the ashram
established by Swami
Atmanand in
Narayanpur. He also gave
instructions to include a
section of of Swami
Atmanand’s books in the
school library and to
make the audio clips of
Swamiji’s inspiring dis-
courses available for the
children.

‘CM narrates the story of Swami Atmanand’s life in detail’
‘When a student
asked CM that our
school is named
after Swami
Atmanand ji, can you
tell us about him’

CM motivates chil-
dren to take inspira-
tion from the lives of
great personas
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Jagdalpur: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reached Indira
Priyadarshini Stadium at
Jagdalpur District
Headquarters. He inaugu-
rated the newly-built
sports ground. Parsing the
sports ground, Mr. Baghel
said that this playground
would prove to be a mile-

stone in shaping the sports
talents of Bastar and gain-
ing recognition at national
and international level by
providing them necessary
sports facilities. Chief
Minister gave a morale
boost to the players by
playing lawn tennis with
them. Mr. Baghel enthusi-
astically said that I will
play all the games in the
ground.

CM inaugurates newly-built sports ground at Jagdalpur
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Raipur, May 27: School
Education Secretary Dr. S.
Bharathidasan  reviewed
the progress of the work of
the School Education
Department in the State
Council of Educational
Research and Training re-
garding quality education
for the students and the re-
sponsibility of the offi-
cers.

The Secretary of School
Education said that more
and more opportunities
for expression will have to
be provided for the person-
ality development of the
students. For this a 15-
minute prayer meeting
should be organized daily

before the class starts. In
this, in addition to the na-
tional anthem, the reading
of the main points of the
newspaper should be
given to the students, op-
portunities should be
given for expression on the
given titles - folk songs,
folklore, folktales, folk
crafts etc. The students
with the best performance
in the unit test should be
given the responsibility of
organizing prayer meet-
ings at the end of each
month. Dr.
Bharathidasan has ex-
pressed his awareness
about the state’s educa-
tion system. After observ-

ing the calendar prepared
for Swami Atmanand
English medium schools,
he was instructed to pre-
pare a similar calendar
for Hindi medium
schools.

For quality monitoring
of education, instruc-
tions were given for mod-
ule creation, guidelines
and training for DMC,
BRCS, Assistant Block
Education Officer and
Cluster Coordinators in-
cluding District
Education Officer, Block
Education Officer, and
Cluster Coordinators. Dr.
Bharathidasan said that
instead of organizing sep-
arate programs for reme-
dial education, 15 min-
utes should be focused on
the basic skills and weak
points of the students.
Students should be as-
sessed after each unit of
teaching. For this a ques-
tion paper of maximum
40 minutes should be pre-

pared based on the blue
print of the main exami-
nation. He said that unit
wise examination can be
taken in the last week of
every month or in the
first week of next month.
Evaluation of answer
books by teachers.

School Education
Secretary said that bag-
less classes should be con-
ducted every Saturday to
ensure the development
of expression skills
among the students and
to ensure the use of help-
ful study materials made
by the council. In the
present circumstances, it
is necessary to observe
the conduct and behavior
of the students. Change
will not be possible only
by studying and teaching
books, but teachers will
also have to present excel-
lent behavior and con-
duct, so this point should
be given importance in
every teacher training.

Give more opportunities for expression to students
for personality development:  Dr. Bharathidasan

School Education
Secretary reviews
progress of School
Education
Department work

Jagdalpur: As a re-
sponse to the school clo-
sure, youth of
Dabaguda village of
tribal-dominated Bastar
district undertaken a
unique initiative of
starting a learning cen-
ter to ensure uninter-
rupted learning of chil-
dren during the time of
Covid-19 pandemic. A
total of 32 children were
provided education
along with sports activi-
ties for their holistic de-
velopment in this learn-
ing center opened as per
the instructions of dis-
trict collector. Jeevan
Das, a class 5 student,
showed Chief Minister
his learning center. He
also displayed his sport
skills in traditional

games like ‘gilli danda’
and ‘bhaura’ (spinning
top). Lastly, he said that
I like skipping rope.
‘Aap bhi kud kar
dikhao’, he innocently
asked Chief Minister.
Mr. Baghel decided to
skip some rope on his
sweet request. Chief
Minister also enjoyed
playing ‘gilli-danda’ and
spinning top with the
children, which made
them excited and happy.

“This child is very tal-
ented. Get him admitted
in Atmanand English
Medium School”, Chief
Minister said.

A village youth in-
formed that the blend of
education and sports ac-
tivities have led to rapid
development of chil-
dren. They come happi-
ly to the Learning
Center. We make them
study and play games as
well.

CM tries his hands
on skipping a rope 
On the request of
little boy Jeevan
Das Baghel

Raipur: The most impor-
tant thing to keep in mind
while playing chess is pre-
dicting the next move of
the opponent and then
moving forward. Today, the
Chief Minister shared
such Checkmate tips about
Chess with the young
brothers Manas Tiwari
and Priyansh Tiwari who
were playing against each
other. The two children
were totally immersed in
planning their next move.
When the Chief Minister
approached them, he said
to Manas - “You are look-
ing at me while your camel

is gone”. The Chief
Minister’s remark put a
smile on everyone’s face,
including the two brothers.
The Chief Minister sur-
veyed the game played by
Avni Jena and Adnan play-
ing alongside Manas and
Priyansh.

He attentively gazed at
the chessboard for some
time and advised Priyansh
to move his minister for-
ward. The Chief Minister
was told that the four chil-
dren are State chess play-
ers. He praised the chil-
dren and encouraged them
to play well.

CM shares checkmate tips with
brothers Manas and Priyansh

Raipur, May 27: CAIT
National Vice President
Amar Parwani, chairman
Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, State
Working President, Vikram
Singh Deo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary,
Suriender Singh, State
Working General Secretary
Bharat Jain, State
Treasurer Ajay Agrawal
and state media incharge
Sanjay Choubey informed
the Confederation of All
India Traders  ( CAIT) & its
affiliate body Akhil
Bhartiya Khadya Tel
Vyapar Mahasangh (
ABKVM) in a joint state-
ment has complimented
Central Government for lift-
ing custom duty on import
of crude soyabin and crude
sunflower . This decision of
the Government is an effort
to curb inflation and provid-
ing relief to people of India-
said CAIT National Vice
President Mr. Amar
Parwani & State President
Mr. Jitendra Doshi .

Mr. Parwani & Mr. Doshi
said that inflation in India
is at an all time high. The
lifting of import duty on
crude oil and ban on export
of sugar will certainly

bring down inflation and
common men will be bene-
fitted. Both the trade lead-
ers said that under the lift-
ing of import duty on crude
oil , the Government has
specified that the persons
willing to import will have
to take a license TRQ and
will be allowed to import in
proportion of their annual
consumption which seems
to be right. But, it is all the
more necessary that the
Govt. must ensure that as
per the wish of the Govt.,
the advantage of the step
should go to consumers and
the importers should note
keep this benefit with them.
Both Mr. Parwani  &  Mr.
Doshi  suggested that the
Government should draw a
monitoring mechanism
under which the importers
should be directed to inform
about the price of the fin-
ished product before and
after lifting of the duty so
that it must be crystal clear
that the benefit has been
passed on to consumers. Mr.
Doshi  & Mr. Doshi said that
another landmark decision
of the Government is to ban
export of sugar which is
also another pragmatic
step. It is to be noted that
works over Argentina is the
largest exporter of sugar.

Lifting of duty on Crude Oil  & ban on
Sugar export will curb inflation: CAIT

Raipur, May 27: On the
occasion of Jhiram
Tribute Day on May 25,
the officers-employees of
the Ministry, including the
police personnel engaged
in security, the State Bank
of India and the post office
personnel of Mantralaya
premises observed a si-
lence of two minutes, for
people representatives
and security force person-
nel who were martyred in
the Naxalite violence.
Along with this, they also
took an oath to develop
Chhattisgarh state as an

island of peace. The staff
paid tribute to the people’s
representatives, senior of-
ficials, security forces per-
sonnel and all other who
were martyred in Naxal
violence in Jhiram Valley
on May 25, 2013, as well as
in the tradition of non-vi-
olence and tolerance in
their state. Keeping firm
faith, took an oath to
staunchly oppose all
forms of Naxalism and vi-
olence and to remain de-
termined to make the
state an island of peace
again.

Officials, employees of Mantralaya
pay tribute to martyrs

National Tribal
Music Fest to be
organized in Bastar
every year, on the
lines of National
Tribal Festival

BADAL Academy
affiliated to
Khairagarh
University



Ramayan teaches the art of living life: Acharya Vaishnav
Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, May 27: A three-
day 'Ramayan Manas
Gaan Samaroh' was organ-
ised at 'Leela Rangmanch'
at Bazar Chowk in Birkoni
at 4:00 pm on Thursday. In
this programme, idols of
Lord Shri Ram, Mata Sita
and Lord Hanuman were
established.

At the inauguration of
'Manas Gaan', first the
idols of all the Gods and
Goddesses were offered
prayers and traditional
lamp was lighted.

First Ram Mandir
Acharya Laxaminarayan
Vaishnav appealed the
devotees present to adopt
the ideals of Lord Shri
Ram into one's life and to
live with love and harmo-
ny and benevolence and
hear recital of
'Ramcharitramanas', as it
is the 'Ramayan' only
which is the only 'Bhakti
Marg' (path) in this
'Kalyug' (present era). The
image of Lord Shri Rama
always motivates and in-
fluences anyone.

Acharya L Vaishnav fur-
ther said that Ramayan is
a well-known epic and
highlights rich ancient
traditions and culture. On
hearing excerpts from
Ramayan, the sins and ha-
tred in one's life gets omit-
ted. The epic Ramayan
tells the people about the
story, journey and life of
Lord Shri Ram. It was
with Lord Shri Ram's per-
sonality traits that he
started the friendship
mode with Sugriv and
today it is one of the most
valued traditions in
Chhattisgarh.

But with passing of this,
such traditions and cul-
ture are slowly getting ex-

tinct and to keep it alive is
everybody's responsibility.
The cultural tradition of
'Manas Gaan' still influ-
ences a common person
and if a person bows and
takes blessings of his or
her parents that the sins of
last seven births gets elim-
inated.

This type of programme
provides an opportunity to
the younger generation on
how to live their life. It
clearly shows the type of
relationship between two
brothers; of son towards
his mother; of mother to-
wards her son or daughter

and all this bring peace
and prosperity in the
home.

'Manas Gaan' is symbol
of rural culture and in the
state's culture it resides
and lives in the mind of
the people of state for last
many years. In the villages
there are many 'Ramayan

Mandlis', who presents the
excerpts from the epic
Ramayan in an interesting
manner and keeps the au-
dience and devotees stick
to one place for hours.

In this three-day pro-
gramme, Acharya in-
formed that the 'Manas
Mandlis' will sing, play in-
struments, sing 'bhajans'
and Acharyas will deliver
discourses highlighting
about the life, struggle and
journey of Lord Shri Ram.
In the next three days,
Birkoni would turned
alike 'Ayodhyay', where
only discussions about
Lord Shri Ram will be held

and are mesmerized with
excerpts from the epic
Ramayan.

On this occasion one of
the founders of Ramayan
Manas Gaan - Harimohan
Das Vaishnav, Gulab
Kanouje, Bhola
Chandrakar, Umesh
Chandrakar, Deepak
Vaishnav, Bhupendra
Chandrakar, Mangloo
Nishad, Chuku
Chandrakar, Mannu Pade,
Sukalu Nishad, Dayanand
Dhruvanshi, Nohar
Dhruvanshi, Suddheram
Sen, Dilip Yadav, Prakash
Chandrakar and other vil-
lagers were present.
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JAISHANKAR MEETS SZIJJARTO

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar meets Hungarys Minister of Foreign Affairs
Peter Szijjarto, in New Delhi.

Sambhaji Chhatrapati pulls out of RS poll race;
blames Uddhav for no support from Shiv Sena

Mumbai, May 27 (PTI):

Sambhaji Chhatrapati, a
descendant of Shivaji
Maharaj and prominent
Maratha leader, on Friday
pulled out of the race for
the upcoming Rajya Sabha
polls, days after he an-
nounced that he would
contest the election as an
independent candidate.

Speaking to reporters
here, he claimed that his
decision to not contest the
election was aimed at pre-
venting “horse-trading”,
and accused Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray of breaking his
promise on providing Shiv
Sena’s support for his sec-
ond term in the Upper
House of Parliament.

Sambhaji Chhatrapati
had announced that he
would contest the Rajya
Sabha polls as an inde-
pendent candidate and
sought the Sena’s help, but
the party insisted that he
contest as its official can-
didate, which he did not
agree to.

His announcement of
not contesting the Rajya
Sabha election comes a
day after Sena candidates
Sanjay Raut and Sanjay

Pawar filed their nomina-
tion papers.

The former MP said,
“Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray had given his
word of support to me, but
he later went back on it. I
am extremely sad about it.
I am no longer in the race
for the Rajya Sabha seat
now.” Six Rajya Sabha
seats from Maharashtra
will go to polls on June 10,
with the opposition BJP
having the numbers to get
two of its candidates elect-
ed. Sambhaji Chhatrapati
was nominated to the
Rajya Sabha in 2016 from
the President’s quota and
his term ended recently.
This time, as the BJP had
less number of MLAs, he
had approached the NCP

and later the Sena for their
support. The Sena and
NCP share power in the
state with Congress as
part of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment. “The Shiv Sena gave
me an offer that if I join
the party, I will get a ticket
for the Rajya Sabha. But I
have already announced
that I will not be a part of
any party. Hence, I did not
accept the offer,” he said.

“My decision to not con-
test the election is not a re-
treat. This is my pride,” he
claimed.

Sambhaji Chhatrapati
had joined the NCP in 2009
and contested the Lok
Sabha elections from
Kolhapur, but lost the seat
to an NCP rebel.

ED summons former JK CM
Farooq Abdullah in money

laundering case

Jammu, May 27:

National Conference
(NC) president and former
Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister Farooq Abdullah
has been summoned by
the ED for questioning in
a money laundering case
in Delhi on May 31, offi-
cial sources said on
Friday.

The questioning is re-
ported to be in connection
with a case of alleged fi-
nancial irregularities in
the Jammu and Kashmir
Cricket Association
(JKCA) that is being
probed by the federal
agency.

The summon has been
issued under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
for appearance at its head-
quarters here on May 31.

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) had in
2020 attached assets worth
Rs 11.86 crore of Abdullah
in this case. The 84-year-
old NC patron has been
questioned by the ED a
number of times in the
case.

Mehbooba urges J&K administration
to help kin of slain TV artist

Srinagar, May 27 (PTI):

PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti on
Friday said she is shocked
that no one from the
Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration has visited
the family of television
artist Amreen Bhat, who
was shot dead by terror-
ists in Budgam district on
Wednesday.

“Visited Ambreen
Bhat’s family. Shocked to
know that no one from LG
admin has bothered to
visit them. A sole bread-
winner, she struggled to
make ends meet. Hope the
govt takes her circum-
stances into consideration
and extends help (sic),”
Mufti said in a tweet after
her visit to Bhat’s family

in Chadoora.
She said the TikTok

starlet was a martyr as she
had lost her life for fending
for her family.

“We believe that anyone
who dies while looking for
a livelihood is a martyr,”
Mufti said.

Asked about the police
claim that the terrorists
involved in the killing of
Bhat were eliminated, the

former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister
said, “It is weird that with-
in 12 to 24 hours of a civil-
ian killing, they claim that
the perpetrators have been
killed. I cannot say any-
thing more on it.”

Mufti said while inno-
cent people like Amreen
Bhat, Kashmiri Pandit em-
ployee Rahul Bhat and
civilian Shoaib Ganaie are
getting killed day in and
day out, the Centre is
going hammer and tongs
with its claims that nor-
malcy has returned to
Jammu and Kashmir.

“The situation has only
worsened as the govern-
ment is continuing with
its muscular policy of op-
pression and suppres-
sion,” she said.

Not serious: Raj CM on
minister’s ‘free me’ tweet

Jaipur, May 27 (PTI) : 

Gehlot plays down upset
minister’s tweet, says
should not be taken seri-
ously. A day after
Rajasthan sports minister
asked to be relieved from
his post over the conduct
of the CM’s principal sec-
retary, Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot on Friday
said Ashok Chandna’s
tweet should not be taken
seriously as he might be
under pressure due to the
workload.

Chandna on Thursday
expressed anguish over
the conduct of Gehlot’s
principal secretary, refer-
ring to him as the “minis-
ter of all the depart-
ments”, and said he would
prefer being removed as a

minister. Chandna made
his displeasure public
through a tweet, saying he
does not want to hold on to
the “dishonourable” min-
isterial post. Gehlot said
Chandna had organised a
state level sports pro-
gramme earlier and in the
same way, a similar event
— ‘Rural Olympics’ is
going to be held for the
first time in Rajasthan in
which 30 lakh people are
likely to participate.

‘Inept’ Jagan ineligible to continue as
AP CM: Chandrababu Naidu

Ongole (AP), May 27 (PTI):

Telugu Desam Party chief
N Chandrababu Naidu on
Friday tore into the YSR
Congress regime in Andhra
Pradesh over a host of is-
sues and said an “inept” per-
son like Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy was ineligible to con-
tinue as Chief Minister.

“Is any one section of the
society happy with Jagan’s
rule? Except unleashing
vendetta, what has Jagan
done for the people of
Andhra Pradesh in the last
three years,” the former
Chief Minister questioned.

In his inaugural address
at the TDP’s annual con-
clave Mahanadu here,
Naidu gave the call “Quit
Jagan Save Andhra
Pradesh”, exhorting people
to vote out the “scandalous
and ruinous” regime in the
state.

“Jagan is a psychopath.
All his thoughts and actions
are destructive. The state

has suffered heavy damage
in the three years of his rule
so far,” the TDP chief said.

He warned that it would
be the end of good days for
the state if Reddy continued
as Chief Minister. “That is
why I have given the call
‘Quit Jagan Save Andhra
Pradesh’. All sections
should work in unison...and
save the state from further
destruction,” Naidu added.

The former chief minis-
ter recalled that his previ-
ous government spent 52 per
cent of the budget on wel-
fare programmes, which the
present regime cut down to
41 per cent.

“Yet, these people shame-
lessly claim theirs is a wel-
fare government! Where is
all the state’s revenue going?
Where are the central
grants going? What about
the lakhs of crores of ru-
pees borrowed by this gov-
ernment,” Naidu ques-
tioned.

He demanded that the

government publish the
facts on the state’s finances.

While welfare pro-
grammes have been watered
down, the state administra-
tion has completely given up
on any development, the for-
mer CM said. The multipur-
pose Polavaram project, the
lifeline of AP, and the capi-
tal city Amaravati stood tes-
timony to this, Naidu point-
ed out. “There are no roads,
no other infrastructure de-
velopment in the last three
years but the government
has been fleecing people in
the name of one tax or the
other. It is collecting tax
even on garbage,” he said.

This is the first
Mahanadu that the TDP has
organised as a public func-
tion after a gap of three
years. While in 2019, the
Mahanadu was not conduct-
ed because of the party’s
electoral rout, it only did
brief online sessions in 2020
and 2021 because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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Excise licences 
i New Delhi: Excise li-

cences of hotels, clubs
and restaurants in
Delhi have been ex-
tended till July 31 in
view of a delay in
grant of approval to
the city’s excise policy
for 2022-23 by the
Delhi lieutenant gov-
ernor, officials said on
Friday. In an order is-
sued on Monday, the
excise department of
the Delhi government
extended the Excise
Policy 2021-22 for two
months till July 31.

Protest 
i Kolkata: Demanding

online examinations,
students demonstrat-
ed at the Calcutta
University (CU) on
Friday. Around 200
students demonstrat-
ed outside the varsi-
ty’s main campus at
College Street, claim-
ing that two months of
classroom teaching
was not enough for
finishing the syllabus
of a six-month semes-
ter and holding offline
examinations.
“Classes were held on
campus only for two
months and we are ex-
pected to write papers
based on the whole
syllabus. This is possi-
ble only if exams are
held in an open book
format like the last
two years,” said Arijit
Saha, a student of CU-
affiliated Bangabasi
College.

4 kg gold seized 
i Chandigarh: The

Customs department
has recovered over
four kg gold worth
more than Rs 2 crore
from two passenger
who arrived from
Dubai at the
Chandigarh interna-
tional airport here on
May 25, an official
said on Friday.
Customs officials in-
tercepted a passenger
and found four gold
bricks of one kg each
from his hand bag,
said the official. The
gold bricks were con-
cealed inside a towel,
said the official. The
market value of the
gold was Rs 2.08 crore.

Polling 
i Ranchi: Polling in the

fourth and final phase
of Jharkhand panchay-
at elections is under-
way peacefully amid
tight security, officials
said on Friday. A total
of 19.84 per cent of
58.16 lakh voters have
exercised their fran-
chise in 15,875 polling
stations spread across
1,299 gram panchayats
till 9 AM, they said.
Voting began at 7 AM
and long queues of vot-
ers were seen before
most booths including
those in Maoist-hit
blocks. “People from
every corner of the
state have enthusiasti-
cally participated in
this great festival of
democracy. Best wishes
to all again,” Chief
Minister Hemant
Soren tweeted.

2 women killed
i Pilibhit (UP): Two

women were killed
while another was se-
riously injured after
being hit by a truck
here on Friday, police
said. The incident
took place when the
three women were out
for a morning walk,
they said. The acci-
dent took place in
Bisalpur area of the
district, they said.
Bilaspur Circle officer
Prashant Kumar said
Munni Devi (40),
Nirmala Devi (38) and
Somvati — all resi-
dents of Parsiya vil-
lage — were out on a
morning walk when
they were hit by a
truck from behind.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

Thousands of people
from all walks of life took
part in the ‘Yoga Utsav’ or-
ganised at Hyderabad on
Friday to mark the 25-day
countdown to
International Day of Yoga,
an official statement said.

The event was organ-
ised by the Ministry of
Ayush with active support
from Telangana govern-
ment.

The event was aimed at
creating awareness about
various dimensions of
Yoga and its ability to en-
rich human lives, it said.

Telengana Governor Dr
Tamilisai Soundararajan
was the chief guest on the
occasion. Union Minister
for Ayush, Ports, Shipping
and Waterways,
Sarbananda Sonowal,
Tourism and Culture min-
ister G Kishan Reddy were

among those who took
part in the event, the
Ayush ministry statement
said.

The event was conduct-
ed by Morarji Desai
National Institute of Yoga
(MDNIY) under the min-
istry and over 10,000 yoga
enthusiasts performed the
Common Yoga Protocol

(CYP), the statement
claimed.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sonowal said, “We
must celebrate our rich
heritage by making Yoga a
part of our lives. It enrich-
es our health and mind.”

He said the success of
Friday’s event will give
further momentum to-

wards the 8th
International Day of Yoga
on June 21 in Mysuru
where Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will lead
the elaborate celebrations
of Yoga by enthusiasts and
practitioners across the
world.

The minister said the
idea behind this event is to
encourage people to take
up yoga so that they can
enrich their quality of life,
the statement said.

Sonowal also an-
nounced the ‘Guardian
Ring’ under which yoga
celebrations taking place
across the world will be re-
layed throughout the Yoga
day. Every year, the mis-
sions abroad organise
yoga activities on
International Day of Yoga.

“The ‘Guardian Ring’
activity will string togeth-
er the feed from different
Missions.

Mega event held in Hyderabad to mark
countdown to International Day of Yoga

People perform Yoga asanas, ahead of International Yoga
Day on June 21, at Lal Bahadur Shastri Stadium in
Hyderabad, May 27.

Pharma student
commits suicide
at college hostel 

Durg, May 27 (PTI): A 21-
year-old woman allegedly
committed suicide by
hanging herself in a room
at a hostel of a private col-
lege in Chhattisgarh’s
Durg city on Friday, police
said.

The victim, Yamini
Rajput, was a resident of
Narayan Para and student
of pharmacy at a private
college in the city, Pulgaon
station house officer
(SHO) Pradeep Sori said.

The death came to light
in the morning when the
hostel warden found the
woman hanging with a
scarf around her neck in a
vacant room in the prem-
ises, he said. The police
were subsequently alerted
and the body was sent for
post-mortem, the official
said, adding that no sui-
cide note was recovered. A
case under relevant provi-
sions of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) has been regis-
tered and further probe
was underway, Sori added.

Caste Census: Battle lines drawn between BJP, Nitish
Patna, May 27:

Bihar will be the first
state in the country to
conduct a caste census.
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has called an all-
party meeting at 4 pm on
Wednesday, June 1, to fi-
nalise the modalities for
conducting a state-wide
caste-based census.

Nitish Kumar wanted
to hold this meeting near-
ly nine months ago. Last
August, he had led a dele-
gation of 10 parties from
Bihar — including the
Bharatiya Janata Party
and Lalu Prasad Yadav’s
Rashtriya Janata Dal —
to Delhi, where they had
met Prime Minister
Narendra Damodardas
Modi.

After the meeting,
Nitish Kumar had said
all 10 parties spoke in one
voice about the ‘need’ for
a caste-based census and
asserted that statistics
about different castes
will help formulate devel-
opment schemes effec-

tively as many people
have not benefited so far.

The BJP was not keen
and the all-party meeting
in Bihar was deferred;
Kumar, then, did not
want to antagonise his
powerful ally.

Going by recent devel-
opments, it is clear the
chief minister has made
up his mind to go ahead.

His decision is being
widely considered the re-
sult of his recent proxim-
ity to RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav, who had
repeatedly demanded an
all-party meeting to dis-
cuss the caste census.

On May 11, in a move
that surprised BJP lead-
ers, Kumar invited
Tejashwi — who is
Leader of the Opposition
in the Bihar assembly —
to his residence where
the two leaders discussed
the caste census in a
meeting that lasted near-
ly an hour.

Nitish Kumar assured
Tejashwi that his govern-
ment is serious about the

census and would call an
all-party meeting at the
earliest to discuss the
matter.

Their meeting took
place after Tejashwi is-
sued a 72 hour ultima-
tum, asking the chief
minister to clarify his
stand on conducting the
caste census in the state.

Lalu, who was under-
going medical treatment
in Delhi after being
granted bail in the fodder
scam case, flew to Patna
on Thursday, May 26, 2022
after the June 1 meeting
was called.

In the past, the RJD has
led protests and fasts de-
manding the caste cen-
sus. Unlike other parties,
it has projected this issue
as part of its agenda.

Since 2015, Lalu has
been demanding that
data from Socio
Economic and Caste
Census 2011 be made pub-
lic to ‘ensure the empow-
erment of all those lag-
ging behind in develop-
ment’.

Mhow (MP), May 27 (PTI): 

At least 11 persons were
injured and 15 motorcycles
suffered damages in a clash
between the members of
two families over some fi-
nancial dispute in Datoda
village of Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore district,
police said on Friday.

After the incident that
occurred on Thursday
night a heavy contingent of
police has been deployed in
the village located in Mhow
tehsil, an official said.

“One Kishore Chohan
along with his eight rela-
tives had a heated argu-
ment with Narendra
Mundel over Rs 2,100.
Kishore and others
roughed up Mundel and
then hurled stones at him

and his house. A motorcy-
cle and a car parked outside
his house were damaged in
the incident,” Simrol police
station inspector
Dharmendra Shivhare
said.

Seething with anger,
Mundel, accompanied by a
mob of around 90 persons,
many of whom were armed
with swords, sticks and
rods, later attacked
Chohan’s group at Dalit
Mohalla and set on fire at
least 14 motorcycles there.
In the attack, one
Shankarlal Chohan, Arjun
Dewda, Surendra Chohan,
Prahlad and four-year-old
Himanshi Chohan were in-
jured, he said.

On the basis of Kishore
Chohan’s complaint,
Narendra Mundel and 85

others were booked under
various sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
and the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, Shivhare said.

The other group also
lodged a cross-complaint,
after which a case was reg-
istered against Kishore
Chohan and eight others,
he added.

A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(rural) Shashikant
Kankane said, “Around a
dozen people were injured
in the attack. But thanks to
the timely action by Simrol
police, the matter did not
escalate further. Police
have rounded up several
persons and the situation is
fully under control.”

11 injured, 15 motorcycles damaged in clash
between two families in MP’s Mhow
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PROTEST

Autorickshaw drivers’ union shout slogans during a protest against the rise in 
petroleum prices by the government in Lahore on Friday.

BRIEF
Clean energy

Berlin: The United
States and Germany
signed an agreement
Friday to deepen their
cooperation on shift-
ing from fossil fuels to
renewable energy in
an effort to rein in cli-
mate change. The deal
will see the two coun-
tries work together to
develop and deploy
technologies that will
speed up that clean en-
ergy transition, partic-
ularly in the area of
offshore wind power,
zero-emissions vehi-
cles and hydrogen.
The US and Germany
pledged to also collabo-
rate on promoting am-
bitious climate poli-
cies and energy securi-
ty worldwide.

Death toll rises to 7
Mexico City:
Authorities said
Thursday that the
death toll in a bus
crash in northern
Mexico has risen to
seven. All of the dead
and the 24 injured
were migrants. One of
those killed was a
pregnant woman, and
two of the injured
were minors. No na-
tionalities were imme-
diately available for
the seven dead, but of
those who survived, 11
were from El Salvador,
seven from Honduras
and four from Cuba.
Also injured were one
Panamanian and one
Mexican citizen. The
bus plunged through a
guardrail and down an
embankment in the
northern state of San
Luis Potosi on
Wednesday.

Woman killed 
Charleston (US): A
woman in West
Virginia fatally shot a
man who began firing
an AR-15-style rifle
into a crowd of people
that had gathered for a
party, authorities said.
Dennis Butler, 37, was
killed Wednesday
night after he pulled
out the rifle and began
shooting at dozens of
people attending the
birthday-graduation
party outside an apart-
ment complex in the
city of Charleston, po-
lice said in a state-
ment. The woman,
who was attending the
party, drew a pistol
and fired, killing
Butler, the statement
said. No one at the
party was injured.

London, May 27 (PTI):

There is a lot of interest
among international com-
panies, including in
Britain, for defence manu-
facturing in India because
the world sees the country
as not only a big market-
place but also a safe place
to work, Minister of
Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal said in
London.

The minister, who is on
a two-day visit to the UK
on his way back from the
World Economic Forum
(WEF) in Davos, told PTI
during an India Global
Forum (IGF) event on
Thursday evening that the
defence sector offers a nat-
ural potential investment
opportunity in India be-
cause of the government’s
open policies.

The whole world realis-
es that India is a big mar-
ket place, a safe place to
work with in terms of
manufacturing in defence
equipment, particularly
because we don’t insist on
technology transfer, we

even allow coveted tech-
nologies to be owned fully
by foreign investors, said
Goyal.

There is a lot of interest
in companies around the
world to look at manufac-
turing defence in India.
Defence will be a very nat-
ural potential investment
opportunity in India,
given our large spending
on defence and given also
the fact that we opened our
doors now to invite more
and more companies to
come and manufacture in
India. In fact, there was in-
terest shown by British
companies who would like
to come and invest in India

and we are keen to discuss
further, he said.

The House of Commons
was told earlier this
month that India and the
UK are due to finalise a
“Letter of Arrangement”
to help deliver advanced
security capabilities
through joint research, co-
design, co-development
and joint production of de-
fence technology and sys-
tems.

Goyal, who was in con-
versation with IGF
Founder Manoj Ladwa
across different sectors of
the Indian economy, said
that despite black swan
events” like the Covid-19
pandemic and Russia-
Ukraine conflict, Indians
are looking at the future
with optimism.

There’s a big difference
between the mood in India
and the mood in the rest of
the world. In India, there’s
a lot of excitement about
the future, our young
India is looking at the fu-
ture with great hope and
aspiration, said the Union
minister, who also holds

the Consumer Affairs,
Food & Public
Distribution, and Textiles
portfolios.

Davos, unfortunately,
represented quite a bit of
doom and gloom. Most of
the engagements showed
that participants were
very disturbed, con-
cerned, slightly pes-
simistic about the future
of multilateralism, al-
ready talking about de-
globalisation Challenges
are there to be overcome.
We in India look at the fu-
ture with great optimism,
we believe these things
will also pass as have
many other challenges, he
said. Asked about India’s
ban on wheat exports,
Goyal said the move was
aimed at curbing “specula-
tive hoarding” and to en-
sure the grain gets to the
less developed countries
who need it most.

He stressed that India
exports a very small per-
centage of the world’s sup-
plies and stands ready to
support vulnerable coun-
tries in need.

World sees India as safe place for defence
manufacturing: Piyush Goyal

Wellington, May 27 (AP):

The United States on
Friday won the latest round
of a legal battle to seize a USD
325-million Russian-owned
superyacht in Fiji, with the
case now appearing headed
for the Pacific nation’s top
court.

The case has highlighted
the thorny legal ground the
U.S. finds itself on as it tries
to seize assets of Russian oli-
garchs around the world.
Those intentions are wel-
comed by many governments
and citizens who oppose the
war in Ukraine, but some ac-
tions are raising questions
about how far U.S. jurisdic-
tion extends.

Fiji’s Court of Appeal on
Friday dismissed an appeal
by Feizal Haniff, who repre-
sents the company that
legally owns the superyacht
Amadea. Haniff had argued
the U.S. had no jurisdiction
under Fiji’s mutual assis-
tance laws to seize the ves-
sel, at least until a court
sorted out who really owned
the Amadea.

Haniff said he now plans
to take the case to Fiji’s
Supreme Court and will
apply for a court order to
stop U.S. agents sailing the
Amadea from Fiji before the

appeal is heard.
As part of its ruling, the

appeals court ordered that its
judgment not take effect for
seven days, presumably to
give time for any appeals to
be filed. The U.S. argues that
its investigation has found
that behind various fronts,
the Cayman Islands-flagged

luxury yacht is really owned
by the sanctioned Russian oli-
garch Suleiman Kerimov, an
economist and former
Russian politician.

Kerimov made a fortune
investing in Russian gold pro-
ducer Polyus, with Forbes
magazine putting his net
worth at USD 16 billion.

US wins latest legal battle to
seize Russian yacht in Fiji

United Nations, May 27 (PTI):

Indian peacekeepers, as
well as Blue Helmets from
other nations, pushed
back an attack by an
armed group in Congo, a
top UN official has said,
lauding the peacekeepers’
efforts and proactive role
in countering these as-
saults on the civilian popu-
lation.

India is the second-high-
est military (1,888) and

fifth-highest (139) police-
contributing country to
the United Nations
Organization Stabilization
Mission in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
(MONUSCO). India has
been among the largest
troop-contributing coun-
tries to the UN peacekeep-
ing missions.

The UN Security
Council has strongly con-
demned the attack on
(MONUSCO) and Forces

arm es de la R publique d
mocratique du Congo
(FARDC) positions by the
Mouvement du 23 mars
(M23) on May 22 in the
area of Shangi, North
Kivu.

UN Under-Secretary-
General for Peace
Operations Jean-Pierre
Lacroix, responding to a
question by PTI on the at-
tack on the UN mission
and peacekeepers from
India and other nations,

said the M23 armed group
has been active in the last
couple of weeks in an area
in eastern Congo.

Indian peacekeepers, to-
gether with others coming
from many other coun-
tries are involved in re-
sponding to the group and
“we appreciate that, he
said. Lacroix said
MONUSCO has been play-
ing a very proactive role in
countering the offensive of
the M23.

UN official praises Indian peacekeepers 
for thwarting attack in Congo

Kyiv, May 27 (AP):
Moscow pressed the West
on Thursday to lift sanc-
tions against Russia over
the war in Ukraine, seeking
to shift the blame for a
growing food crisis that has
been worsened by Kyiv’s in-
ability to ship millions of
tons of grain and other
agricultural products due
to the conflict. Britain im-
mediately accused Russia
of trying to hold the world
to ransom, insisting there
would be no sanctions re-
lief, and a top U.S. diplomat
blasted the “sheer barbari-
ty, sadistic cruelty and law-
lessness of the invasion.
Russian President

Vladimir Putin told Italian
Prime Minister Mario
Draghi that Moscow is
ready to make a significant
contribution to overcoming
the food crisis through the
export of grain and fertiliz-
er on the condition that po-
litically motivated restric-
tions imposed by the West
are lifted,” according to a
Kremlin readout of the

call. Ukraine is one of the
world’s largest exporters of
wheat, corn and sunflower
oil, but the war and a
Russian blockade of its
ports has halted much of
that flow, endangering
world food supplies. Many
of those ports are now also
heavily mined.

Russia also is a signifi-
cant grain exporter, and

Kremlin spokesman Dmitri
Peskov said the West must
cancel the unlawful deci-
sions that hamper charter-
ing ships and exporting
grain.

Russia slams sanctions, seeks to blame West for food crisis

T he government announced a
series of steps aimed at pro-

viding some relief against the un-
precedented commodity price shocks
being felt post the geopolitical esca-
lations. Chief amongst these was an
Rs 8 and Rs 6 cut, respectively in ex-
cise duties on petrol and diesel prices
per litre. Apart from these, a Rs 200
subsidy on LPG cylinders has been
provided under the Ujjwala scheme.
Additionally, customs duties are
being cut on some inputs for plastic
and steel. Finally, export duties are
being hiked on items like pellets, iron
ore, and some steel products. All told,
these constitute a substantial set of
measures and come at just the time
when monetary policy was turning
quite wary of the developing supply-
side inflation dynamics. Importantly,
this also constitutes a signal that the
government is equally committed to
the battle against inflation (media re-
ports suggest more measures may be
taken later if required).

SSoommee  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonnss  
A government unwilling to expand

fiscal deficit through resisting subsi-
dizing parts of the consumer basket
should ordinarily be seen as comple-
menting monetary policy action in
curbing inflation. This is because
monetary policy acts to curb aggre-
gate demand by weighing down on
parts of its components (Private con-
sumption, Investments, Government
consumption, Net exports). As can be
seen, an expansion in government
spending works at cross-currents to
this. Thus by extension, a government

unwilling to expand the deficit is
working in tandem with monetary
policy. However, a different approach
may have been required in the case of
fuel items and some other essential
inputs owing to the risk of a cascade
of these prices through the entire
manufacturing value chain. It is for
this reason, presumably, that
RBI/MPC members seem to have
been encouraging the government to
act. If media reports are to be be-
lieved, it is disappointment on this
front that may have led monetary pol-
icy to come on the front foot on rate
adjustments. A theoretical question
may be asked to clarify the point:
Would the inter-meeting hike have
occurred if the government had an-
nounced these steps ahead of that
meeting?

We don't really know the answer to
the above question. Notwithstanding
that, with a government now seem-
ingly also focused on bearing the bur-
den (and after having made a hefty
'down-payment' on the same with
these latest measures) the pressure
on monetary policy should lessen, ce-
teris paribus. Now, this statement
needs to be interpreted carefully.
After the April policy and before the
May inter-meeting hike, the market
as per the swap curves was pricing in
275 bps hikes over two years from the
overnight rate of 3.75 per cent then.
Around 75 100 bps of these were ex-
pected in year two. Post the inter-
meeting hike, however, the market
started discounting all these hikes
(and a bit more) in year one itself. It is
possible, though not immediately ob-
servable, that the market unwinds
part of the frenzied pace of hikes in
year one that has been priced in the
post the inter-meeting hike.

On the bond curve, post the inter-
meeting hike there was flattening be-
tween 1 and 4 years and between 4
and 10 years. While this makes sense,
the residual spread left between 1
and 4 years was still quite large given
that the spread between 4 and 10
years had reduced materially. If the
market was bringing forward all its

tightening expectations to the next 1
year, then the maximum flattening
pressure should have been felt on the
spread between 1 and 4 years.
Instead, it is a 4 to 10-year spread
that is reduced aggressively while
leaving 1 to 4 years of reasonably
positive sloping. This implied two
things: The market was still pricing in
higher forward rates (2 years and 3
years rates 1 year from now versus
where they were currently), thereby
still expecting year 2 rate hikes unlike
the swap curve; If the reason for this
steepness was just bond supply pre-
mium on yields, then the 10 years and
beyond was heavily ignoring this sup-
ply premium.

GGooiinngg  ffoorrwwaarrdd  
If some of the market's upfronted

rate hike expectations were to unwind
going forward, then it is logical to ex-
pect some giving away also on the 4
10 years flattening that has occurred
just over the past month. In fact, the
market will likely have to price in a
larger bond supply premium as well
given the new fiscal uncertainties
down the line post these (and later
maybe more) fiscal measures. This
will likely put more pressure on this
spread to expand. It is to be noted that
basis recent action, this spread is now
largely in line with the pre-Covid era
and is almost completely ignoring the
additional bond supply premium that
needs to be built in for the new
regime of higher government deficit
over multiple years. Our long-stand-
ing overweight 4 to 5-year strategy
has been stressed heavily over the
past month owing to the market dy-
namics as discussed above. However,
basis our view going forward we think
this segment should now start to
enjoy a relative tailwind as the market
partly unwinds rate hike fears and
builds back bond supply premium. To
be clear, there is little change in our
underlying expectation about the like-
ly rate hike trajectory ahead. We con-
tinue to think that monetary policy-
makers want to achieve a position of
relative neutrality soon enough. This
they seem to have defined around the

pre-Covid repo rate of 5.15%. 
However, unlike the market con-

sensus, we continue to think that the
pace of hikes thereafter will be much
more measured with the repo rate
probably peaking out under the 6%
mark. The premise of this expecta-
tion, as discussed many times before
comes from our assessment of India's
total fiscal and monetary policy re-
sponse post-Covid and the normaliza-
tion already underway for monetary
policy; Our underlying growth trajec-
tory and the characterization of most
of the inflation currently in play;
Central banks' having to hike in what
is a clearly slowing global cycle and
the related point that most of them
are unlikely to have a multi-year ad-
justment runway. Another observa-
tion is noteworthy basis the above.
We find a lot of favour in the market
today for strategies anchored around
the 1-year point. While these may
sound 'surer' in an otherwise volatile
environment, there are nevertheless
2 deficiencies in the argument here in
our view: As noted above, 1 to 4 years
spread is still very large thus implying
quite steep forward curves (3 years 1
year from now, or 2 years from now if
one were to consider 2 years to 4
years spread currently). By focusing
on just 1 year (or 2 years) investors
are effectively not choosing to 'own'
these steep forward curves. Investors
are potentially courting re-invest-
ment risks 1 2 years down the line by
ignoring 4-5 years in favour of 1-2
years. Even if one were to consider
swap pricing (which is excessive in
our view) the rate hike cycle will
probably be done by year 1. Most like-
ly, given what we think and what we
are observing of the global macrocy-
cle, by then the narrative on many
central banks would have materially
changed. The point about reinvest-
ment risk is especially applicable
since, as noted above, the forward
curves are so steep. On a related
note, tactical products like floating
rate bonds may have limited shelf life
as well given the nature of this cycle
as analysed above.
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Another blow 
to Congress 

The resignation of senior

Congress leader Kapil Sibal

from the Congress and filing

nominations for the Rajya

Sabha as an independent can-

didate from Uttar Pradesh

with support from the

Samajwadi Party is a great

loss for the Congress. The 74-

year-old lawyer who held im-

portant responsibility during

UPA 1 and UPA 2 was at logger-

heads with the party leader-

ship for the last few years on

the question of the Gandhi

family holding the post of

presidentship of the party. He,

along with 22 other senior

leaders, wrote to Sonia Gandhi

for a change of leadership in a

democratic way. However, the

matter has not been taken seri-

ously by the party high com-

mand. At last, he resigned

from the Congress on 16th

May. Also Read - E-waste recy-

cling framework Barely after a

week of Hardik Patel's exit

from the party in poll-bound

Gujarat, Kapil's resignation is

a serious matter for the party.

It seems the party, in the inter-

est of Rahul and Priyanka, is

not taking other senior lead-

ers' (except some sycophants')

views seriously. It may not

take many years for the party

to be a national party in the

name only as Rahul Gandhi is

no match to our honourable

Modiji.

Bikash Barpujari via mail

Misuse of power 
As per a media report

"Stadium is emptied, athletes

told to leave so that IAS officer

can walk with dog" made for

shocking and sad reading and

should act as an eye-opener for

all about the misuse of power

by the authority. Unable to un-

derstand, instead of walking

his pet dog in the street, why

Delhi's Principal Secretary

(Revenue) walks his dog with

his wife (assume as per photo)

at the Delhi government-run

Thyagraj Stadium? Moreover,

this is not the recent happen-

ing. That too, over the past few

months, athletes and coaches

have been complaining about

being forced to wrap training

earlier than usual, by 7 pm.

Though the IAS officer con-

cerned said: "I would never

ask an athlete to leave the sta-

dium that belongs to them." If

so, then why did the stadium

guards walk towards the track

at around 6.30 pm, blowing

whistles and ensuring that the

arena was cleared by 7 pm?

Whatsoever, after the India

Express report, Delhi Chief

Minister (CM) Arvind

Kejriwal directs sports facili-

ties to remain open till 10 pm.

But not only the extent of the

time, but the people also want

to know what action has been

taken against the Stadium au-

thority and the main culprit, a

1994-batch IAS officer. Delhi

government should not rely on

both of them, a proper check

and stringent action is a must.

The time extension is only a le-

nient action.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee,

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RReeeemmaa  MMaallhhoottrraa

@@RReeeemmaaMMaallhhoottrraa88

Wishing multi dimensional

icon of the game

@RaviShastriOfc a very

happy birthday. Have a

fantastic year ahead!

#Happybirthday

AANNII@@AANNII

It is estimated that the drone industry
will reach Rs 15,000 crore turnover by
the year 2026. Today, there are 270
drones startups in India: Union Civil
Aviation minister Jyotiraditya M.
Scindia during the two-day Bharat
Drone Mahotsav 2022 in Delhi.

VViinnoodd  TTaawwddee@@TTaawwddeeVViinnoodd

@nitin_gadkari ji has shown by his
work that red tapism can no longer
be a roadblock to development
now. Wishing the man who con-
nected the country with network of
roads and highways, a long &
healthy life !

AAnnuuppaamm  KKhheerr
@@AAnnuuppaammPPKKhheerr

It was so wonderful to
meet #KunalNayyar. Our
very own Delhi Boy. His
warmth touched my
heart.  #BigBangTheory
#Actor #IndiansInLA

TTIIMMEESS  NNOOWW@@TTiimmeessNNooww

#Assam #AssamFloods: Two more deaths push toll to 30, around 5.61 lakh of 12 districts still affectedThe
flood situation in the state is critical as over 5.61 lakh people are still affected in the deluge across seven
districts. According to the latest bulletin, Nagaon is the worst hit district .

PPrreessss  TTrruusstt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@PPTTII__NNeewwss

There was an environment of
"indifference" towards the use of
technology in governance before
2014 due to which the poor and the
middle class suffered the most,
says Prime Minister Narendra Modi

F ood prices have risen to record levels around the world, fueling
poverty, hunger and political instability. While there are no

quick fix solutions to the crisis, better-off countries should at least
strive not to make it worse. According to the World Food Programme,
some 193 million people worldwide suffer acute food insecurity, partly
due to pressures on global food markets that have been building for
some time now. Soaring energy prices in 2021 drove up the cost of fer-
tilisers and fuels needed by farmers. Dry weather ruined crops in big
food-producing countries such as Brazil, the United States and
Canada. Shipping delays caused by the pandemic have disrupted
trade. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has aggravated the crisis. Before
the war, the two countries accounted for nearly 30% of globally trad-
ed wheat. Ukraine provided roughly half the world’s exports of sun-
flower oil and Russia one-eighth of its fertiliser exports. Sanctions on
Russia have further inflated energy prices, making fertilisers even
costlier. The global consequences of a protracted war could be dire.
High input costs could dissuade many smaller farmers from planting
more, preventing supply from meeting demand and increasing volatil-
ity. With the dollar strengthening, many countries will struggle to pay
for key imports of food and fuel. Price spikes and shortages could pro-
voke unrest, as they did during the Arab Spring in 2011, while pushing
millions into extreme poverty. Governments are compounding the
problem with protectionism. Since the invasion of Ukraine, at least 20
countries have imposed restrictions on food exports, covering around
17% of calories traded globally, including Indonesia’s decision to block
crucial palm-oil shipments. Such restrictions risk setting off a cascad-
ing effect, pushing up prices for everyone: They’re estimated to have
accounted for a 13% rise in global food prices during the 2008-11 food
crisis. The pressure on the world’s food supply requires a coordinated
response. No new trade restrictions should be added while those al-
ready imposed should be lifted as swiftly as possible. At the June min-
isterial meeting of the World Trade Organisation, countries should
seek a more binding agreement, at the very least not to block food
shipments needed for humanitarian purposes. They should also share
any information they have about stocks and shipping logistics, so that
markets don’t panic unnecessarily. Besides, countries should roll back
policies that take food off the market during times of need. Finally,
governments should let markets work. Early indications suggest that
US and European farmers are responding to higher prices by planting
more. Officials can best encourage such choices by getting out of the
way. In a crisis situation, the first principle should be to do no harm.

Sky high food prices 
fueling hunger

T he one significant outcome of the Congress’s recentChintan
Shivir in Rajasthan was Rahul Gandhi’sacknowledgement that

the party has lost touch withthe people. Nothing demonstrated this
disconnectmore than the steep fall in the party’s Lok Sabha tallyto 44
in 2014 and 53 five years later.However, what the Congress’s un-
crowned king didnot care to explain was the reason why the party
wasso summarily rejected by the people. Given its stellarpre- and
post-independence history till the early 1970s,the party’s ignominious
decline calls for seriousintrospection. There is nothing to indicate,
though,that the Congress has undertaken any such exercisein recent
years. Instead, it has seemingly attributedthe party’s dismal perform-
ance to the people’sinability to appreciate its intrinsic value and has-
apparently been waiting for them to realize theirmistake and return
the party to power. It is for thisreason that the Congress has tended to
regard the BJPas a usurper which will be relegated in the not toodis-
tant future to its rightful place on the margins ofIndian politics where
it had languished for decadesfrom its Jan Sangh days. The Congress
will thencasually take the reins of power once again in its hands. The
line in the celebrated song in a Raj Kapoor film– mera joota hai Japani –
which says, hum singhasanpar ja baithey jab jab Karen eradey, typifies
this feudalattitude of  the natural-born owner to ascend to thethrone
whenever he likes. It is this arrogant mindsetwhich has come in the
way of the Congress analyzingthe causes of its setback. It is only now
after thedrubbing in the recent assembly elections that theCongress
appears  to  have  sensed  the  populardisenchantment with it. Even
then, notwithstanding Rahul Gandhi’s belated admission, what is
missing isan understanding of why the party is in such direstraits. This
inability to assess the reasons for theparty’s weakness is behind Rahul
Gandhi’s fatuous[DG1] belief that only the Congress can take on the
BJP and not the regional parties. The people desert a party because of
the flaws ofthe leadership. Unless the Congress focusses on thesede-
fects, there is little hope of it recovering lost ground.Perhaps the party
should realize that one of thereasons for its current predicament is
that it lacks thethree ingredients of  the BJP’s success – energy,articu-
lation and a clear-cut ideology. On all thesecounts, the BJP is way
ahead. Its energy is apparentlyboundless  as  its  leaders  at  various
levels  areconstantly on the move, visiting virtually all cornersof  the
country. They are also highly effective speakerseven if the main rea-
son for their success in forcefullypresenting  their  viewpoint  is  their
unendingemphasis on Hindu nationalism liberally sprinkledwith anti-
Muslim rhetoric. Indeed, it is the latterwhich  remains  the  corner-
stone  of   the  BJP’s worldview. The Congress is patently at a disad-
vantage in thisrespect for it is unable to make up its mind on how to-
counter the BJP on this issue. If the Congress toes thesaffron party
with a “soft” Hindutva stance, it willalienate the minorities and the lib-
erals while if itadopts a hard, secular position, it may disenchant asize-
able section of the Hindus. The confusion on the  ideological front is
the Congress’s bane and if theChintan Shivir did nothing to dispel it,
the reason isthat the Congress at present simply does not have thein-
tellectual acumen to formulate an unambiguous policy on the subject.
It is not only with regard to secularism that theCongress has seeming-
ly lost its way, it is in the samequandary about “socialism” as well. In
fact, itsembracement of socialism even after the doctrine’sworldwide
demise after the fall of the Berlin wall madethe party take the foot off
the accelerator of economicreforms, as P. Chidambaram said, and
pave the way forNarendra Modi’s rise. If Manmohan Singh hadcontin-
ued what he had started in 1991, the BJP wouldhave remained in the
doldrums. Ironically, theCongress’s love affair with socialism has
curbed theBJP’s enthusiasm for market-oriented policies andmade it
emulate the Grand Old Party, thereby makingArun Shourie mock the
BJP by saying that it is Congress plus the cow. But while the BJP uses
cow and communalism topush ahead, the Congress is either marking
time orretreating. The Congress’s earlier success was due tothe pres-
ence of  charismatic leaders – JawaharlalNehru, Indira Gandhi – and
pro-industrial policiesexemplified by the construction of steel plants
("damsare the temples of  modern India”, as Nehru said) andthe set-
ting up of  the IITs. The termination of  thelicence-permit-control raj in
1991 marked the nextstage  of  the  party’s  forward  movement.  But
afascination with socialism and dislike of capitalismensured that the
party could not push forward witheconomic reforms. Hence, its pres-
ent stagnation evenas the BJP’s mix of populism and communalism is
turning India into a Hindu rashtra. 

Even after Chintan Shivir,
Cong is groping for its role
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Congress interim President Sonia Gandhi attends a prayer meeting after paying tribute to Indias first prime minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru on his 58th death anniversary, at Shanti Van in New Delhi, Friday.

Not walking alone: A bond and macro update

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

The Government which issued the invi-
tations for Delhi LG’s swearing-in cere-
mony must apologise to former Union
Health Cabinet Minister Harshvardhan
for insulting him by asking him to sit in
the back rows. Humiliated he walked
out without attending the function.

NEHRU’S DEATH ANNIVERSARY

SUYASH CHOUDHARY
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BRIEF

Stronger 
regulations

Davos: Given the per-
vasiveness of digital
technology in our
lives, it is inevitable to
have stronger regula-
tory regimes around
all facets of technolo-
gy, Microsoft CEO
Satya Nadella has
said. “I think the re-
sponsibility of stake-
holders like ourselves
or businesses like us
is to both anticipate
and adapt to regula-
tion versus ignore it
or expect not to have
regulation,” he said
here at the World
Economic Forum
Annual Meeting.

GST returns 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Thursday
waived late fees for
two months till June
for delayed filing of
GST returns for finan-
cial year 2021-22 by
small taxpayers regis-
tered under the com-
position scheme. The
Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) in a
notification said that
late fee shall be
waived from May 1 to
June 30, 2022, for delay
in filing GSTR-4 for
2021-22 fiscal. GSTR-4
is filed annually by
the taxpayers regis-
tered under the com-
position scheme.
According to GST law,
Rs 50 per day is
charged as late fee for
delay in filing GSTR-4.
However, where the
total amount of tax
payable is nil, a maxi-
mum of Rs 500 can be
imposed as late fee.
For all other cases, the
maximum fee that can
be charged is Rs 2,000.

Investment 

Hyderabad: In a
major fillip to the
Telangana govern-
ment’s proposed
Mobility Valley,
Korean auto major
Hyundai has an-
nounced an invest-
ment of Rs 1,400 crore
in the upcoming proj-
ect for setting up prov-
ing grounds (test
tracks). Hyundai will
be a stakeholder and a
consortium partner in
the first-of-its-kind
New Mobility Valley
being created by the
Telangana govern-
ment, an official re-
lease said on Thursday.

Online gaming
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has set up an
inter-ministerial
panel to work on reg-
ulations for the online
gaming industry and
identify a nodal min-
istry to look after the
sector, an official
source said on
Thursday. The seven-
member panel in-
cludes government
think-tank Niti
Aayog’s CEO as well
as secretaries of
home affairs, rev-
enue, industries and
internal trade, elec-
tronics and IT, infor-
mation and broad-
casting and sports.

COACH PRODUCTION

Workers busy in production of coaches of the Vande Bharat Express as media person document, at LHB Shed
in Integrated Coach Factory (ICF) Chennai, Friday on May 27, 2022.

New Delhi, May 27:

Moody’s Investors
Service on Thursday
slashed India’s economic
growth projection to 8.8
per cent for 2022 from 9.1
per cent earlier, citing high
inflation. In its update to
Global Macro Outlook
2022-23, Moody’s said high-
frequency data suggests
that the growth momen-
tum from December quar-
ter 2021 carried through
into the first four months
this year. However, the rise
in crude oil, food and fer-
tilizer prices will weigh on
household finances and
spending in the months
ahead. Rate hike to pre-
vent energy and food infla-
tion from becoming more
generalized will slow the
demand recovery’s mo-
mentum, it said. “We have
lowered our calendar-year
2022 growth forecast for
India to 8.8 per cent from
our March forecast of 9.1
per cent, while maintain-

ing our 2023 growth fore-
casts at 5.4 per cent,
Moody’s said. Strong cred-
it growth, a large increase
in investment intentions
announced by the corpo-
rate sector, and a high
budget allocation to capi-
tal spending by the govern-
ment indicate that the in-
vestment cycle is strength-
ening.

But unless global crude
oil and food prices rise fur-
ther, the economy seems
strong enough to maintain
solid growth momentum,
Moody’s added. For 2022
and 2023, it projected infla-
tion to be around 6.8 per
cent and 5.2 per cent, re-
spectively. A rise in prices
across all items from fuel
to vegetables and cooking
oil pushed WPI or whole-
sale price-based inflation
to a record high of 15.08
per cent in April and retail
inflation to a near eight-
year high of 7.79 per cent.

High inflation prompted
the Reserve Bank to hold

an unscheduled meeting to
raise the benchmark inter-
est rate by 40 basis points
to 4.40 per cent earlier this
month. In November last
year, Moody’s had project-
ed a 9.3 per cent economic
growth for India in the on-
going fiscal year (April-
March). Earlier this
month, S&P Global
Ratings had cut India’s
growth projection for 2022-
23 to 7.3 per cent, from 7.8
per cent earlier, on rising
inflation and longer-than-
expected Russia-Ukraine
conflict. In March, Fitch
had cut India growth fore-
cast to 8.5 per cent, from
10.3 per cent, citing
sharply high energy prices
on account of Russia-
Ukraine war.

The World Bank in April
slashed India’s GDP fore-
cast for 2022-23 to 8 per
cent from 8.7 per cent pre-
dicted earlier, while IMF
has cut the projection to
8.2 per cent from 9 per
cent.

Moody’s slashes India’s economic
growth forecast to 8.8 pc for 2022

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2277:: Ruchi
Soya Industries Limited, a
diversified FMCG and FMHG
focused company with well
recognized brands, announces
its first dividend after posting
a strong and sustainable per-
formance in its maiden post
listing fiscal 2022. Once belea-
guered and now steered under
the new management led by
Yog Guru Baba Ramdev, Ruchi
Soya has now bounced back to
its glory and started delivering
the returns to its sharehold-
ers.  The announcement of
bumper dividend at Rs 5 per
share (on face value of Rs. 2/-
) is considered to be the high-
est amongst its peers. In past,
the company paid highest div-
idend of 25% in the year 2008. 
FMCG & FMHG player demon-
strated impressive revenue
growth of 48.22% in FY 2022,
which jumped to Rs.
24284.38crore as compared to

Rs. 16382.97 crore in previous
year 2021. In segmental rev-
enue performance, although
the company generated major
revenues from Oil business, its
newly started business-like
biscuits, breakfast cereals and
nutraceuticals have also
shown quantum jump of 209%
as the revenues improved to
Rs 1979.48 crore as against Rs.
640.51 crore in previous FY
2021. The strong growth in
revenues of new businesses
shows the market acceptance
of its new productsand also
indicates the company’s firm
and steady march towards
becoming one of the top
FMCG & FMHG player.

Its EBIDTA surges to Rs
1565.98 crore in FY 22 as com-
pared to Rs 1018.36 crore in
previous year ended March
2021.It is noteworthy to wit-
ness that Ruchi Soya has now
crossed EBIDTA Rs. 1.5 billion

mark in last fiscal 2022, which
was the highest in its histo-
ry.Operating margins
remained to be higher at
6.45% as compared to 6.22%
YoY basis. Net profits during
the last FY 2022 also shows
significant growth of 18.64%
against the net profit in previ-
ous year. In Q4 2022, compa-
ny’s income has increased by
37.38% yoy as compared to Q4
2021 and has also grown at
5.95% QoQ over previous
quarter Q3 2022.  The EBIDTA
has increased by 54.68% yoy
to Rs. 418.54 crore as com-
pared to Rs. 270.59 crore in
previous year Q4 2021 and
PBT has almost doubled at
99.84% from Rs. 295.69 crore
in Q4 2022 to Rs.147.96 crore
in previous year Q4 2021. The
EBIDTA margins have also
stood strong at 6.27% in Q4
2022. The company, in its
board meeting held on May

18, 2022, has already
announced the acquisition of
entire food business of
Patanjali Ayurved Ltd (PAL) in
order to accelerate its transi-
tion to a leading FMCG com-
pany and in consonance with
its Prospectus for FPO filed
with SEBI and further commu-
nication to Stock exchanges
on April 11, 2022, This strate-
gic initiative for acquisition of
food business has been aimed
to strengthen its food product
portfolio with array of brands
and also contribute to the
overall growth in terms of rev-
enue and EBIDTA. The
acquired food business com-
prises of 21 major products
namely Ghee, Honey, Spices,
Juices & Atta etc. The acquisi-
tion is valued at a Fair Market
value (Net) of Rs 690 crore
based on slump sale basis. The
Board of Directors of Patanjali
Ayurved Ltd have already

approved this transfer of food
business to Ruchi Soya
Industries Ltd. With this
acquisition, the company
believes that it has reaffirmed
its position to be a strong
FMCG player. It may be
recalled that Ruchi Soya was
acquired by Patanjali Group
through IBC (Insolvency and
Bankruptcy) route in Dec
2019. It has become a turn-
around and successful story
for an insolvent company.  The
company is now being steered
by the well broaden board of
directors from various field
and also it has employed pro-
fessionals to lead the various
segments like Oil, FMCG &
FMHG. The strategic efforts
taken by the company have
yielded the good results and
the company has been slowly
but surely heading to be a
FMCG and FMHG company in
next 3 years’ time.

Ruchi Soya announces bumper dividend of 250% for FY 2022

Mumbai, May 27:
Cathay Pacific on
Thursday announced in-
creasing the frequency of
its flight services from
Mumbai and Delhi to
Hong Kong. The Hong
Kong-headquartered air-
line had stopped flying to
India in late March 2020
due to the suspension of
passenger traffic to and
from India. The airline re-
sumed its services to
Mumbai and Delhi from
May 4 and May 6, respec-
tively, this year, after the
government lifted the ban
on March 27. Cathay

Pacific resumed opera-
tions from Mumbai and
Delhi with three flights in
May. For June, the airline
will operate eight flights
from Mumbai and nine
flights from Delhi, it said
in a statement. From July
onwards, Cathay Pacific
said it will operate two
flights per week on the
Hong Kong-Mumbai route
and vice versa on Friday
and Sunday. On the Delhi-
Hong Kong-Delhi route,
the airline will have four
flights per week —
Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday and Sunday.

Cathay Pacific to increase
flight services from Mumbai

and Delhi to Hong Kong

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  MMaayy  2277::  India’s
mining major NMDC produced
42.19 million tonnes and sold
40.56 million tonnes of iron ore
during the financial year 2021-
22. With this, the company reg-
istered the strongest ever
growth in its history, of 24%
over last fiscal’s production of
34.15 million tonnes and a 22%
growth over the 33.25 million
tonnes sold in FY21. 

While crossing the 42 million
tonne milestone, the largest
iron ore producer of the coun-
try also delivered the best ever
annual financial results. In
FY22, it recorded a turnover of
Rs. 25,882 crore against Rs.
15,370 crore in the previous
year, a 68% move upwards.
NMDC reported a Profit Before
Tax (PBT) of Rs. 12,981 crore
for FY 2021-22, 46% growth
over FY 2020-21’s Rs. 8,902
crore. Profit After Tax (PAT) at
Rs. 9,398 crore for the year

similarly reflects a robust
growth of 50% over PAT of Rs.
6,253 crore achieved in the pre-
vious financial year. The public
sector company also paid its
highest ever dividend of 1474%
during FY22. 

Concluding the year with a
strong performance, NMDC
produced 13.86 MnT during the
Q4 FY 2021-22 as against 12.31
MnT in the CPLY, a growth of
13%, while realisinga 11%
growth in sales of 12.29 MnT of
iron ore to 11.09 MnT sold in Q4

of FY 2020-21. For the fourth
quarter of the financial year,
turnover stood at Rs. 6,702
crore while PBT and PAT were
clocked at Rs. 2,880 crore and
Rs. 1,815 crore respectively.  

The Audited Financial
Results for the year 2021-22
were approved by the Board of
Directors of the Company
under the Chairmanship of
Sumit Deb, CMD, NMDC in its
meeting held on May 26, 2022. 

Commenting on the impres-
sive performance, Sumit Deb,
CMD, NMDC said, “This per-
formance reflects the commit-
ment of NMDC to make India
truly AtmaNirbhar. We start
this fiscal with a continued
sense of focus and expect to
complete important projects
and deliver a stronger and sus-
tained performance, owing to
our focus on automation and
digital initiatives that will
catalyse our operations.

NMDC delivers best ever 
annual financial performance

New Delhi, May 27:

India’s first and only
private sector Rail produc-
er, Jindal Steel & Power
(JSP) has taken a big leap
in rail infrastructure man-
ufacturing. The company
will install India’s first
Rail Wheelset manufac-
turing plant at its Raigarh
facility in Chhattisgarh.
JSP has collaborated with
GIFLO  Steel - Hungary for
this ambitious project.

The MoU for technology
collaboration has been
signed between GIFLO
Steel - Hungary & Jindal
Steel at the “India
Hungary Business
Forum” organized by
Embassy of Hungary
along with FICCI in the
national capital on  May
27th, 2022. The plant will

have an initial capacity of
25,000 Wheelsets per year.
Jindal Steel will also in-
stall a Rail forging unit for
Asymmetric Rails which
are used in Rail tracks
switches, specially for
high speed train tracks.

“We at Jindal Steel are
committed to
AtmaNirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan launched by

Prime Minister. Rail
wheelset manufacturing
plant will help Indian
Railways to speed up the
modernization of its Rail
infrastructure; by making
available world-class rail
wheels to realize the vi-
sion of “Gati Shakti” by
the Government of India”,
said Mr VR Sharma,
Managing Director of

Jindal Steel. “Having its
competence and under-
standing the nuances of
rail rolling, JSP is working
to meet out country’s de-
mand of various grades of
Rails while maintaining
international quality and
safety standards. Our Rail
mill in Raigarh has been
supplying special grades
of rails to various Metro
and Indian Railway proj-
ects under execution”, Mr
V R Sharma further
added.

JSPL is the only produc-
er of Head Hardened Rail
grades 1080 HH & 1175HT
for a heavy axle load of
more than 25 Ton & high-
speed application in the
country. JSPL also pro-
duces Rails in grades R 260
and 880 for 60E1, ZU 1-60 &
60E1A1 profiles.

Jindal Steel to install Rail Wheels 
manufacturing plant in Ch’garh

Mumbai, May 27: 

The number of bank
notes of Rs 2000 denomi-
nation has steadily de-
clined over the years to
touch 214 crore or 1.6 per
cent of the total currency
notes in circulation at the
end of March this year, ac-
cording to RBI annual re-
port.

The total number of cur-
rency notes of all denomi-
nations in circulation
stood at 13,053 crore as of
March this year, up from
12,437 crore from the year-
ago period.

At the end of March
2020, the number of Rs
2000 denomination notes
in circulation stood at 274
crore, accounting for 2.4
per cent of the total num-
ber of currency notes in
circulation. The count de-
clined to 245 crore or 2 per

cent of the total bank
notes in circulation as of
March 2021 and further
fell to 214 crore or 1.6 per
cent at the end of last fis-
cal year. In value terms
also, the Rs 2000 denomi-
nation notes dipped from
22.6 per cent of the total
value of currency notes in
circulation to 17.3 per cent

at the end of March 2021
and further to 13.8 per cent
at the end of March 2022.
According to the report,
the number of Rs 500 de-
nomination notes in circu-
lation rose to 4,554.68 crore
at the end of March this
year as against 3,867.90
crore in the year-ago peri-
od.

Number of Rs 2000 currency
notes continue to decline

Mumbai, May 27: 

The Reserve Bank will
opt for a larger, 0.50 per
cent, hike in key rates at
its next monetary policy
review in June to protect
medium term economic
stability in face of the un-
comfortable inflation situ-
ation, a British brokerage
said on Thursday. The cen-
tral bank will likely revise
its inflation estimate to 6.2-
6.5 per cent, which is way
above the upper end of its
tolerance band of 2-6 per
cent, the economists at
Barclays said. On the
growth front, it said the
RBI will do a downward
review of its FY23 GDP ex-
pansion to 7 per cent from
the earlier 7.2 per cent.

“We expect the RBI to
deliver another large in-
terest rate hike in June, as

above-target inflation
could undermine medi-
um-term economic stabili-
ty,” its chief economist
Rahul Bajoria said, adding
that the quantum of rate
hike can be 0.50 per cent.
The RBI had hiked its key
rate by 0.40 per cent in a
surprise move on May 4,
and Governor
Shaktikanta Das has al-
ready said that the possi-
bility of another hike at
the June review is a “no-
brainer”.

Bajoria said his calcula-
tion of higher threshold
inflation and lower trend
inflation could give RBI
some room to look
through the current infla-
tion spike. He said the
“main challenge” for the
RBI is to balance upside
risks to inflation with
downside risks to growth.

RBI to hike repo rate by 50 basis
points, lower FY23 growth to 7 pc

in June review: Barclays
Mumbai, May 27: 

Sounding a note of cau-
tion, the Reserve Bank
said on Friday said there
is a risk of high wholesale
price inflation (WPI) put-
ting pressure on the retail
inflation, albeit with a lag.
In its annual report, the
RBI said that the cost-
push pressures from high
industrial raw material
prices, transportation
costs and global logistics,
and supply chain bottle-
necks continue to impinge
on core inflation.

“The substantial wedge
between wholesale and re-
tail price inflation amidst
a sharp rise in manufac-
tured products’ inflation
poses the risk of a possi-
ble passthrough of input
cost pressures to retail in-
flation with a lag, al-
though slack in the econo-

my is muting the pass-
through,” the central
bank noted. The conflict
over Ukraine and the con-
sequent spike in commod-
ity prices has overcast the
outlook for inflation in
India as in the rest of the
world, it added.

To control spiralling
prices, the government
had recently cut excise
duty on petrol and diesel
and also waived import
duty on some raw materi-
als used in the steel and
plastic industry.

Besides, export duty
was hiked on iron ore and
iron pellets. A rise in price
across all items from fuel
to vegetables and cooking
oil pushed WPI or whole-
sale price inflation to a
record high of 15.08 per
cent in April and retail in-
flation to a nearly eight-
year high of 7.79 per cent.

High WPI may put pressure
on retail inflation: RBI

ACROSS

1. Adjust again

6. Unbiased

10. Whiten

14. From Dublin

15. Pimples

16. Like the Sahara

17. Pastry

18. Renovating

20. Lend a hand

22. Caveman's era (2 wds.)

23. Nothing more than

25. Poet's "before"

26. Lawn material

27. Travel document

30. Conforms

32. Fails to exist

33. ____ Moines, Iowa

34. Dad

38. ____ vera

39. Follow

42. On top of

43. Bawdy

44. Vane letters

45. Skin

46. Mailbox item

49. Paid athletes

50. Musical genre

53. Bullfight cry

54. Thin coin

56. Milan natives

59. Diners

63. Big, hairy spider

65. Musical show

66. Antlered animals

67. Important times

68. Migratory birds

69. Chair

70. Society girls

71. Miscalculated

DOWN

1. Ms. Hayworth

2. God of love

3. Misters

4. Guessed roughly

5. Not those

6. "The ____ Side"

7. Top pilots

8. Foot part

9. Witty reply

10. Passenger

11. Opera highlights

12. Australian dog

13. Advanced gradually

19. Small bills

21. Barter

24. Eve's home

27. Laboratory bottle

28. ____ of Man

29. Winter forecast

31. Resource

34. Marionette operator

35. Impersonator

36. Horseback sport

37. Industrious insects

40. Employed

41. Supernatural

46. Meat cut

47. Thrilled

48. Professor's protection

50. Ceremonies

51. "____ of Two Cities" (2 wds.)

52. Winter coat

55. Homer Simpson's wife

57. Final

58. Thick slice

60. Always

61. Trick

62. Plant's beginning

64. Mule's kin
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During the last few months, Aquarius, it could
be that you've met some strange people who
have greatly influenced your attitude about
marriage or partnership. They've been push-
ing you to get more freedom into your life. If
this is indeed the case, you can feel quite sure
that they've come under a cosmic influence.
That's no reason for you to agree. Freedom or
lack of freedom is completely subjective.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The last months have been very challenging
- and there's a very good chance that you no
longer feel up to meeting the challenges. If
you've been yearning to modify something
in your daily life, do it now, Pisces. The hour
has come to make concrete changes.
Regardless of whether the change you seek
is at home or work, physical or emotional,
don't be afraid to seriously upset your life.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A change has occurred in our solar sys-
tem, Aries, a shift that will probably be
imperceptible but nonetheless profound.
You have seven months to understand
how this change impacts you. It will dawn
on you that you feel a strong need for lib-
eration. Perhaps you need to release
yourself from the bonds of a group.
Innovation is in the air!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You mustn't expect any enormous changes
today, Taurus. However, the process you
began three or four years ago will acceler-
ate slightly. You're changing the moorings
of your identity, the ideas that make you
sure of who you are. Your family, back-
ground, and education no longer count as
much as your spiritual foundations. Don't
be afraid of this shift. Go with it.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

The day should be fairly positive, Gemini,

and you'll begin to feel the faintest hints

of a major change beginning. This new

phase will last seven months. As it pro-

gresses, you'll find greater freedom of

expression. You can expect to shift into

high gear in subjects you used to avoid.

Some friction with siblings is likely to

arise in the next few months.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The solar system is shifting gears today,
Cancer, and it's liable to trigger a great
transformation that will last seven months.
The change will center on the means you
use to fulfill yourself in terms of both your
career and love life. If you feel somewhat
hemmed in by your training or upbringing,
you can expect to seek liberation from
these inhibitions in the months to come.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

It's an excellent forecast for you, Leo!
Although no specific events will occur,
there is the huge promise of freedom over
the next seven months. A fundamental
shift is about to occur in your occupation
and love life, As the months unfold, you
can expect to be more visionary, more cre-
ative, and perhaps more rebellious. This
time, you'll be much more effective than in
the past two or three years.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

To understand the major shift that's taking
place, Virgo, you must look at events from a
lofty perspective. A slow-acting liberation is
gathering momentum. In the next seven
months, you'll be unable to resist the oppor-
tunity to rid yourself of some oppressive part
of your past. You'll shed your old complexes
and emerge renewed. Don't be alarmed if
some family relations suffer as a result. The
distress is only temporary.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The gentle winds of change are blowing
through your life at the moment, Libra.
You have a feeling of newness and an
open attitude toward the world. Some
outside events will be coming up in your
life that give you the impression you're
advancing in a concrete manner toward a
new life. You can expect to have some
pleasant surprises.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The idea of a turning point in one's destiny

often brings a smile to the faces of cynical

people, but in your case, Scorpio, it definite-

ly has some meaning. This turning point can

take the form of a new person in your life or

a key event that changes things forever.

Sometimes things that we only hear about

actually happen. Something like this may

happen to you in the coming months.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

It may be that you've returned deeply
changed from a long voyage, Sagittarius.
Of course, we're all changed to some
extent by travel, but in your case, the
change is truly profound. You're going to
have some problems getting back into the
life you had before you left. Your old life is
likely to feel too limiting to you. So what
are you waiting for? Change it!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

If you feel suffocated by your romantic rela-
tionships, if you feel they lack some spice or
are too traditional, then why not liberate
yourself? There is a feeling in the air that
life is turning in a positive direction. This
will help you set things up to turn even your
craziest ideas into reality. Starting today,
Capricorn, you're going to be asked to be
more concrete.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Aalisha Panwar on her shooting
experience for 'Blind Love 3'

AA ctress Aalisha Panwar is
currently shooting for a

short film titled 'Blind Love 3'
in Himachal Pradesh. This is
the third season in the making.
Speaking about it Aalisha says:
"The journey of 'Blind Love'
has been a memorable ride.
When I started with the first
season I never thought that we
would be shooting for the third
season; in fact no one thought
of it. But from the very begin-
ning what I loved about this
short film was its story. For the
first time in my career I have
played the character of a blind
girl - Naina. I could showcase
my versatility through Naina."

The first season got more
than 16 million views and the
second more than 10 million.
She further adds: "The third
season is the continuation of
the earlier seasons. In this sea-
son we will see what happens
to Naina as she leaves Rohit for
Rohan. There have been many
comments from fans on how
they felt about Rohit. So peo-
ple will come to know the con-
clusion now." Aalisha also has

an additional perk for this
short film - the last three sea-
sons have been shot in
Himachal Pradesh which hap-
pens to be Aalisha's home-
town. She adds" "It is a fulfill-
ing experience shooting in
Himachal Pradesh. In the first
season we shot in Shimla and
then in the second season we
were in Salong and now for the
third season we are in Chail.
Even our film has all the extras
from the locals only."

"Surrounded by your own
set of people is a special feel-
ing and then my tastebuds are
so happy to get all the local
food. Also shooting in
Himachal in May is such a
blessing because the weather
here is very pleasant. We could
avoid the scorching heat of
Mumbai and enjoyed our
time."

"On the second day of our
shoot there was a tremendous
thunder storm. Where we were
shooting in Chail, just behind
our cottage there was a forest,
and literally in front of us the
jungle caught fire. We were

quite surprised with the entire
incident and then in sometime
the rains stopped the fire."

Aalisha also feels 'Blind
Love' has been a trendsetter.
When she started with season
one, popular leads were not
much into short films.

"When I started with the
first season of 'Blind Love' I
was a bit reluctant as in my
knowledge there are not many
leading faces doing short
films.But I took the plunge and
after people started watching
the film I have been getting a
lot of positive feedback from
industry, my actor friends, pro-
ducers."

"They used to call me, mes-
sage me and share their point
of view. So in a way this is
reassuring for all of us that
popular leading faces can ven-
ture into the short film genre. I
have also noticed Blind Love
has been translated into a few
foreign languages and that's
an add on feather for all of us."

Directed by Pradip
Khairwar, 'Blind Love 3' also
stars Shagun Pandey.

Happu Singh is now 'Happi Jaan'!
& TV's Happu Ki Ultan Paltan never fails

to entertain its audience with humor-
ous and enjoyable tracks. Every time we see
the characters landing themselves into
amusing situations, making for a hearty
laugh for the audience. So, get ready to expe-
rience hilarity at its best as Yogesh Tripathi
(Daroga Happu Singh) turns into an enter-
taining courtesan, sabke dilon ki Jaan,
Happi Jaan! So, as it goes, in a mission to ar-
rest a gangster named JK, Daroga Happu
Singh disguises himself as a beautiful and
charming courtesan, Jiske Ek Ada Par Hoga
Pura Mohalla Nyochavar!

Sharing details about this fun transforma-
tion, Yogesh Tripathi, aka Daroga Happu
Singh, aka Happi Jaan, says, “I have re-
ceived immense love and appreciation for
Daroga Happu Singh’s character. And it has
always been our endeavour to entertain our
audience with hilarious tracks and roles
that can tickle their funny bones. When I
first read the script, my first thought was
how I would portray the elegance of a
woman? It is never easy to essay a woman’s
role as a male artist. It involves a lot of
preparation, from voice modulation to make-
up, costume, expressions, and mannerisms.

Undoubtedly it is most underrated and a
long-drawn process involving hours of re-
hearsals in the outfit, makeup, and dia-
logues. It took me more than three hours to
get into the character. Everything needs to
be perfect to get that charm and oomph
factor right! And I must say I enjoyed the
entire process thoroughly. When the
script of Happi Jaan was narrated to
me, it got me quite excited and equally
nervous, especially on the look. It
should not be over the top yet sub-
dued and feminine. I was amazed at
the transformation and thought I
could easily pass off as a beautiful
woman (laughs). Himani Ji was
blown away when she first saw me.
Kamna, too, was in complete awe. I
am sure our viewers will be sur-
prised, and I am excited to see how
they react to Happu Singh turning to
Happi Jaan!.”

Don’t miss out on ‘Happu Singh
Bana Happi Jaan’ from May 30th
till June 3rd on &TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm, every
Monday to Friday!

A
n u s h k a

S h a r m a ,
who is cur-

rently sweating
it out on the field

for her upcoming
film 'Chakda Xpress',

recently shared her or-
deal, courtesy the phys-

ical training for the film.
The actress shared a

selfie from the downtime
of her practice session on

the story section of her
Instagram. The selfie
showed her in a white T-
shirt with her hair tied at the
back.

She wrote on the picture,
"Kaash bachpan mein kuch
toh cricket khela hota toh aaj
haalat aise na hoti (I wish I
had played some cricket in my
childhood, perhaps then I
would not have suffered like
this today)."

'Chakda Xpress', directed
by Prosit Roy, is based on
the life of Jhulan Goswami,
who became the sec-
ond Indian woman
cricketer to receive
the Padma Shri in

2012.
The film marks

Anushka's come-
back to acting

after four years.

'Gud Khake' fame and influ-
encer Reecha Sinha talks about
her recently released romantic
number 'Kanganey'. The song
is based on the female protag-
onist's perspective, played by
Reecha. She says: "'Kanganey'
is close to me as it is so relat-
able to real life and being a
'90s kid, I enjoy doing such
work which involves emotional
drama. Thanks to the entire
team that made us pull it off in
just one day specially in that
extreme hot weather condi-
tion. I enjoyed every bit of it."
The song is kind of banter
between the protagonists,
Reecha and singer Upesh
Jangwal, who is also featured
in the song. The song brings
out the beauty of the beaches
of Goa. Producer and director
Piyush Jain shares: "Pre-pro-
duction of a week and a shoot-
ing schedule of less than a day,
I was intent on completing the
song without compromising on
the story and thankfully, it did
happen. The team, the audio
and the artists perfectly
matched, and everything fell in
place. All I can say is, if there's
love in the creation, it shows on
the canvas." The lyrics are
penned by Sukh Bajwa. The
song is released via Yellow
Music in association with
Machaao Music and produced
by Hitendra Kapopara, Piyush
Jain and Meet Ahir.

Reecha Sinha on her latest
romantic track 'Kanganey'

Anushka is not having
an easy time on

'Chakda Xpress' prep

Nayi Soch, the tagline sounds
familiar, doesn't it? Well, it
suits only one channel,
whose shows are always
loved by the audiences as
they give out good and relat-
able content. Yes. You
guessed it correctly. It's none
other than Star Plus.
This time, prepare to be
amazed because the channel
is bringing you something
fresh, a new show that is
inspired and will undoubtedly
attract the audience.
Introducing  'Banni Chow-
Home Delivery.' The story is
as distinctive, real, and capti-
vating as the title sounds.
The show is about the jour-
ney of a strong and fierce
girl, Banni who runs a food
delivery business where she

cooks home-cooked meals
for folks who have moved to
the city in quest of a steady
salary but miss their family's
cooking. And who other than
the talented Ulka Gupta to
play this role and bring the
character to life.
Ulka is back on screen after a
six-year hiatus. Many of her
fans are ecstatic at the news.
The Rani Lakshmibai fame

was loved in her previous
show, and there's no question
that her new role as 'Banni'
will be equally entertaining.
The actress's sudden disap-
pearance was quite disheart-
ening. The fans were not very
happy but the actress must
have had a reason to quit
which the fans understand
well. Her return has made
many people happy and is
very curious to see her play-
ing the role of 'Banni.'
'Banni Chow- Home Delivery'
is sure to knock your socks
off and take you on a beauti-
ful and unforgettable journey.
Are you excited about ‘Banni
Chow Home Delivery’? Stay
tuned from 30th May 2022,
every Monday to Saturday at
9 pm only on Star Plus.

Ulka Gupta makes a comeback after 4 years 
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Dhaka, May 27 (AP):

Sri Lanka crushed
Bangladesh by 10 wickets
in the second cricket test
to win the series 1-0 after
the host team collapsed
from 156-5 to 169 all out in
its second innings on
Friday.

Sri Lanka easily
reached the target on the
fifth and final day to finish
29-0 in three overs with
Oshada Fernando hitting
21 off only nine balls.
Captain Dimuth
Karunaratne was 7 not
out.

Fast bowler Asitha
Fernando did most of the
damage for Sri Lanka’s
bowlers, registering his
first 10-wicket haul in a
match with 4-93 in the first
innings, followed by 6-51.

We knew the top order
was struggling in the first
innings so we wanted to
bowl line and length first,
said Sri Lanka wicket-
keeper Niroshan
Dickwella. With Asitha’s
pace and tactics with the
short ball, we knew it
would be hard for them.

We wanted to spread the
field, not to give easy runs.
Then attack when possi-
ble.”

Shakib Al Hasan (58)
and in-form Liton Das (52)
earlier helped Bangladesh
avoid an innings defeat
though the damage had al-
ready been done. You
won’t win tests from 24-5

and 23-4 in both innings.
We have to change some-
thing. It has happened too
many times in the last six
to eight months, said
Bangladesh head coach
Russell Domingo.

We are competing for
four days and then have
such a bad session that
there’s no way back. I am

sure it is equally frustrat-
ing for the players. They
are fighting back but get-
ting behind the game at
certain stages.

Resuming the day on 34-
4 and still needing 107 runs
to make Sri Lanka bat
again, Bangladesh lost
Mushfiqur Rahim (23) in
the eighth over of the day

when Kasun Rajitha (2-40)
bowled him with a deliv-
ery that kept low.

Allrounder Shakib, who
took 5-96 in the first in-
nings, counterattacked to
keep the scoreboard tick-
ing. Liton, after scoring 88
runs in the drawn first test
and a career-best 141 in the
first innings of this test,

went slowly but smoothly
to deny Sri Lanka bowlers’
quest for another wicket.

The wicketkeeper-batter
pushed left-arm spinner
Praveen Jayawickrama
through cover for a single
to bring up 2,000 runs in
his 33rd test.

Shakib reached his 27th
half-century off 62 balls,
whipping a delivery from
off-spinner Dhananjaya de
Silva through midwicket
for a boundary on the
stroke of lunch.

But soon after reaching
his 13th fifty off 130 balls,
Liton gave a return catch
to Fernando and it
sparked the collapse.

Bangladesh’s hopes of
saving the test took a big
hit when Shakib edged be-
hind a delivery from
Fernando after hitting
seven fours in his 72-ball
knock. Fernando then
cleaned up the tail to give
Sri Lanka a small target to
chase. Bangladesh chose
to bat first and scored 365
in the first innings. Sri
Lanka took control of the
test and series after reply-
ing with 506.

Sri Lanka crushes Bangladesh
by 10 wickets to win series

JJaakkaarrttaa,,  MMaayy  2277  ((PPTTII))::

Having risen like a prover-
bial phoenix from the ashes, a
rejuvenated Indian men’s
hockey team would like to put
up a much-improved perform-
ance when it takes on Japan in
its first ‘Super 4’ match of the
Asia Cup here on Saturday.

Despite facing a below-par
Indonesia in its final group
league game, the young side
coached by Sardar Singh must
be lauded for being able to
score a whopping 16 goals in
just an hour.

It was one more than what
India required to put a final
nail in Pakistan’s coffin as far

as harbouring World Cup qual-
ification hopes were con-
cerned.

Both India and Pakistan fin-
ished on four points each in
Pool A behind Japan but the
defending champions qualified
for the next round due to bet-
ter goal difference (+1). But it
was not a smooth sailing for
India in the first two matches.

Having already qualified for
next year’s World Cup by
virtue of being the hosts, India
fielded an inexperienced team
with as many as 12 debutants
for the tournament to gain
much-needed experience.

The young boys did not have
the best of starts drawing 1-1

with Pakistan before losing 2-5
to Japan, which pushed them
on the brink of elimination. But
the Indians were in no mood to
bow out without a fight even
as they stood at the point of no
return. They staged a dramatic
turnaround to keep alive their
hopes of title defence.

They were also aided by
Japan, who beat Pakistan 3-2
in their final match.

Their first goal achieved,
the Indians would like to start
afresh in the Super 4 stage,
where Japan, South Korea and
Malaysia are the other three
teams. All the teams will play
each other with the top two
progressing to the final.

India eye revenge against Japan in
Super 4 match of Asia Cup Hockey

Pune, May 27 (PTI):

Mahendra Singh
Dhoni’s World Cup win-
ning six resides in India’s
collective consciousness
and it was a shot that
changed a lot of lives, in-
cluding that of little-
known Solapur athlete
Kiran Navgire.

And so, athletics’ loss
became cricket’s gain as
the former Maharashtra
state level athlete decided
that there is no fun if she
can’t tonk the ball like her
“idol”. Eleven years later,
at 28, Navgire, who plays
domestic cricket for
Nagaland, has found in-
stant stardom, with some
of the most powerful
blows that one has ever
seen from an Indian batter.

In her very second big
stage game in the
Women’s T20 Challenger,
the right-handed Navgire
hit the fastest fifty for her
team Velocity and her 34-
ball-69 will certainly be re-
membered for a long time,
especially the five sixes.

“I really feel good when I
hit sixes and whenever I
practise in the nets. I prac-

tice hitting sixes, I follow
Dhoni sir and I love finish-
ing like him, hitting big
sixes,” Navgire told her
teammate Yastika Bhatia
during an interaction for
bcci.tv. For her, Dhoni’s
unbeaten 91 against Sri
Lanka made her set new
goals as she concentrated
more on athletics, kho-
kho, kabaddi during her
formative years while
helping out her father in
family farm in Solapur
district’s Mire village.

“I watched the 2011
World Cup final and Dhoni
sir’s winning sixer is
something that impressed
me and remained imprint-
ed in my head. That six in-
spired me and I always feel
that in every match, I can
hit a six like that,’ said the
stockily built Navgire,
who was a state level shot-
putter.

On Thursday, Velocity
skipper Deepti Sharma
sent her up the order at
No. 3 and Navgire didn’t
disappoint anyone, taking
international bowlers like
Poonam Yadav, Salma
Khatun and Rajeshwari
Gayakwad to the cleaners.

Dhoni sir’s World Cup winning hit inspired me to hit
sixes in every game: New sensation Kiran Navgire

Doha, May 27 (PTI):

Upbeat with the return of
talismanic striker Sunil
Chhetri in their ranks,
India still have a tough task
at hand when they face
higher-ranked Jordan in an
international football
friendly match here on
Saturday. The 37-year-old
Chhetri last played for India

during their 3-0 win over
Nepal in the SAFF
Championships final in
October 2021, but since then
was side-lined due to in-
juries. The match is India’s
last preparatory outing
ahead of the 2023 AFC
Asian Cup Qualifiers which
kicks off in Kolkata from
June 8. Jordan is placed at
91st as against 106th of

India in the FIFA rankings.
“Another game against a
stronger team will always
help,” head coach Igor
Stimac said about which
team which reached here
on Wednesday. “It’s our last
friendly game prior to qual-
ifiers, and we need to get
final answers on certain
questions. Some of our
youngsters will have a great
opportunity to gain more
experience at international
level,” he added. The squad
has been in a preparatory
camp for over a month, first
in Bellary in Karnataka
and then in Kolkata, and
the coach said that the fit-
ness levels of his players
“are quite good”. “We have
another 10 days (before the
Asian Cup qualifiers), and
it should be perfect. The
boys have done a great job,
and they need to be reward-
ed with some good results
in the Qualifiers,” Stimac
said. About Jordan as an
opposition team, the coach
said: “Jordan are ranked
better than Belarus (FIFA
Ranking 93) but are not as
physical as Belarus. So for
us, it should be a bit easier
in regards to the build-up
and ball possession.

Fit-again Chhetri boosts India’s
chances in Jordan friendly

Mumbai, May 27 (PTI):

If Rishabh Pant wants
to get his name etched in
record books forever, he
should strive to play 100
Test matches for the
country, one of India’s
greatest long format
match-winners Virender
Sehwag said on Friday.

Sehwag, the country’s
only cricketer to have
struck two triple hun-
dreds in Test cricket, is
among the 11 Indians to
have played 100 plus
Tests and scored over
8500 runs. Pant, who has
an enviable record being

the only Indian keeper to
have scored Test hun-
dreds in Australia,
England and South
Africa, has played 30
Tests and scored 1920
runs so far at an average
of 40.85.

“If he (Pant) goes on to
play 100+ Tests, his
name would be etched in
the history books forev-
er. Only 11 Indian crick-
eters have achieved this
feat, and everyone can
recall those 11 names,”
Sehwag said on
‘Sports18’ while making
it clear that white-ball
exploits are not for pos-
terity.

The instant gratifica-
tion of matches won in
T20Is and ODIs are fine
but in the long run, peo-
ple only remember what
you have done in a white
jersey, said the ‘Nawab of
Najafgarh’.

“Why does Virat Kohli
emphasise so much on
playing Tests? He knows
that if he plays 100-150 or
even 200 Tests, he will be
immortalised in the
record books,” Sehwag
said.

If Pant plays 100 Tests, 

his name would be etched in record

books forever: Sehwag

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2277  ((PPTTII))::

Jyothi Yarraji smashed the
women’s 100m hurdle national
record for the third time in two
weeks at the De Harry
Schulting Games 2022 in
Vught, the Netherlands. The
22-year-old Jyothi clocked
13.04 seconds under a head-
wind speed of +1.4m/s in the
heats to better her own earlier
national record of 13.11 that
she had clocked while winning
the event at the Loughborough
International Athletics Meet in
the UK on Sunday.

The Andhra athlete, who
trains under James Hillier at
Reliance Foundation Odisha
Athletics High Performance
Centre in Bhubaneswar, had
bettered Anuradha Biswal’s
national mark of 13.38 which
had stood since 2002. That
happened a month after her
national record effort was not
counted due to wind assistance
beyond legal limit. She had
clocked 13.09 seconds during
the Federation Cup in
Kozhikode last month but it
was not counted as national
record as the wind speed was
+2.1 m/s, more than the per-
missible +2.0 m/s. In 2020 also,
Jyothi had run below Biswal’s

national record time as she
clocked 13.03 seconds at the
All India Inter-University
Athletics Championships in
Moodbidri, Karnataka.

But it was also not counted
as NR as National Anti-Doping
Agency did not test her at the
meet and there was no techni-
cal delegate from the Athletics
Federation of India.

In other results, national
record holder Siddhant
Thingalaya finished third in the
men’s 110m hurdles with a tim-
ing of 14.42 seconds.

Jyothi Yarraji smashes NR
for third time in 2 weeks in

women’s 100m hurdles

Chennai, May 27 (PTI):

Young Indian
Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa went
down fighting to world
No.2 Ding Liren in the tie-
break of the Meltwater
Champions Chess Tour
Chessable Masters 2022
online tournament final
early on Friday.

The 16-year-old from
Chennai fought back to
win the second set after
having lost the opener. But
then lost the two-game
blitz tie-breaker.

The Indian GM, who
had lost the first set 1.5-2.5,
hit back to win the second
2.5-1.5 and force the blitz
tie-break.

The 29-year old Liren
used his experience to
trump Praggnanandhaa in
the second of the tie-break
games. After the first blitz
game ended in stalemate,
the Chinese player won
the next in 49 moves to
dash the Indian teenager’s
hopes.

Earlier in the second set
which he needed to win to
force a tie-break,
Praggnanandhaa got the
all-important victory in
the second game in 79
moves.

The next game saw the
two dish out a 106-move
draw before another stale-
mate meant the title would
be decided by the tie-
breaker.

Praggnanandhaa
loses to Ding 

Liren in tie-break

Paris, May 27 (PTI):
India’s Rohan Bopanna
and Sania Mirza notched
up contrasting wins along
with their respective part-
ners in the men’s and
women’s doubles competi-
tions at the French Open
here on Thursday.

While Bopanna and his
Dutch partner Matwe
Middelkoop marched into
the pre-quarterfinals with
a straight set win over
Andrey Golubev and
Fabrice Martin, Sania
combined with Czech
Republic’s Lucie Hradecka
to prevail in three sets
over Italian duo of
Jasmine Paolini and
Martina Trevisan in their
opening round. Bopanna
and Middelkoop won the

second round match 6-3 6-4
in one hour and six min-
utes. Later in the day,
Sania and Lucie beat
Jasmine and Martina 4-6 6-
2 6-1 in an hour and 58
minute clash. Ramkumar
Ramanathan and his
American partner Hunter
Reese, however, suffered a
3-6 2-6 loss to sixth seeded
pair of Wesley Koolhof of
the Netherlands and Great
Britain’s Neal Skupski in
another second round
men’s doubles match.

Earlier, the Indo-Dutch
combo of Bopanna and
Middelkoop, seeded 16th,
broke the from
Kazakhstan-French pair
at 4-4 in the second set and
then Middelkoop served
out the match at love.

Bopanna-Middelkoop,
Sania-Lucie 

win in French Open

High court orders
exhuming body of

third civilian of
Hyderpora encounter

SSrriinnaaggaarr,,  MMaayy  2277  ((PPTTII)):: The
Jammu and Kashmir High
Court on Friday ordered for ex-
huming the body of a civilian,
who was dubbed as a terrorist
by police during the
Hyderpora encounter in
November last year, and hand-
ing it to his family for last
rights.

"I am inclined to allow this
petition of the father of the de-
ceased Amir Latief Magrey
and direct the respondents
(Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment) to make arrangements
for exhumation of the body/re-
mains of the deceased...from
the Wadder Payeen graveyard
in presence of the petitioner,"
Justice Sanjeev Kumar said in
his 13-page order.

The court said that howev-
er, if the body is, "highly pu-
trefied and is not in deliverable
state or is likely to pose risk to
public health and hygiene, the
petitioner and his close rela-
tives shall be allowed to per-
form last rites as per their tra-
dition and religious beliefs in
the...graveyard itself."

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2277  ((PPTTII)):: Jamia
Millia Islamia (JMI) on Friday ex-
tended the last date of submis-
sion of online application forms
for admission to graduate and
postgraduate courses to May 31.
Earlier, May 25 was the last date
for the submission of the admis-
sion forms. The varsity has also
extended the last date for filling
online registration forms for ad-
mission to B.Tech and B.Arch
cources till June 20.
"Considering the extended
schedule of JEE-Mains and NATA
Examinations, the last date of
filling of online registration
forms for admission to B.Tech
and B.Arch at JMT has also been
extended till 20.06.2022," a noti-
fication read.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI): 

Five regional parties have
declared they received dona-
tions amounting to Rs 250.60
crore through electoral
bonds in 2020-21, according
to poll rights group
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR). According
to ADR's latest report, the
total income of 31 regional
parties for the 2020-21 finan-
cial year was Rs 529.416
crore, and their total de-
clared expenditure was Rs
414.028 crore. The five par-
ties that incurred the high-
est expenditures that year
are the DMK (Rs 218.49
crore), TDP (Rs 54.769 crore),
AIADMK (Rs 42.37 crore),

JDU (Rs 24.35 crore) and the
TRS (Rs 22.35 crore), it said.
The total income of the top
five parties amounted to Rs
434.255 crore, which was
82.03 per cent of the total in-
come of the political parties
analysed, collectively, the re-
port said. Under voluntary
contributions, the political
parties collected Rs 250.60
crore or 47.34 per cent of
their income from dona-
tions through electoral
bonds, while other dona-
tions and contributions
amounted to Rs 126.265
crore or 23.85 per cent for FY
2020-21, it said. Only five out
of the 31 regional parties
that were analysed declared
donations through electoral

bonds. Of the total income
of the 31 regional parties
during FY 2020-21, Rs 84.64
crore or 15.99 per cent was
interest income, the report
said. The total income of 29
out of the 31 parties de-
creased from Rs 800.26 crore
in FY 2019-20 to Rs 520.492
crore in FY 2020-21, a fall of
34.96 per cent, it said. The
ADR said there are 17 re-
gional parties who have de-
clared a part of their in-
come as remaining unspent
for FY 2020-21. Among the
national parties, the audit
report of the BJP for FY
2020-21 was unavailable on
the ECI website at the time
of preparation of this re-
port, it added.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI): 

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi on Friday
remembered India's first
prime minister
Jawaharlal Nehru on his
death anniversary and de-
scribed him as an institu-
tion-builder who strength-
ened our democratic
roots, but lamented that
the BJP has weakened
democracy by bulldozing
institutions.

He said India now needs
a "Bharat jodo" more than
ever before. His reference
was towards uniting India
in the present atmosphere.
The Congress is holding a

"Bharat jodo" yatra from
Karnyakumari to
Kashmir on Gandhi
Jayanti.

"IIT, IIM, LIC, ITI,
BHEL, NID, BARC,
AIIMS, ISRO, SAIL,
ONGC, DRDO...Nehru ji
was an institution builder
who strengthened our
democratic roots. In 8 yrs,
BJP has weakened democ-
racy by bulldozing institu-
tions. India needs
#BharatJodo now more
than ever," Gandhi said on
Twitter.

In another tweet, he
shared a video showing
pictures of Nehru with
world leaders and how

they described Nehru.
"58 years since his pass-

ing, Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru's ideas, politics,
and vision for our Nation
are as relevant as they
have ever been. May the
values of this immortal
son of India always guide
our actions and con-
science," Gandhi also said.

The Congress on Friday
observed the death an-
niversary of Nehru with
top party leaders paying
rich tributes to him at his
memorial in the national
capital. Some leaders also
took to Twitter to pay
their homage and remem-
ber him.

NCB gives Aryan Khan clean chit
in drugs-on-cruise case

Mumbai/New Delhi, May 27 (PTI): 

The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) on Friday
gave a clean chit to Aryan
Khan, son of Bollywood su-
perstar Shah Rukh Khan,
in last year's 'drugs on
cruise' case in which he
was arrested and spent 22
days in jail. Officials of the
NCB, which filed its
chargesheet in a Mumbai
court, said Aryan Khan
and five others had not
been named due to "lack of
sufficient evidence".

NCB chief S N Pradhan
said, We have gone by the
principle of evidence. "We
found physical and circum-
stantial evidence against
14 persons and against six
there was insufficient evi-
dence," Pradhan said in
Delhi. "We considered all
facts found during the ini-
tial investigation and
found no concrete evidence
(against Aryan), he said.

Asked if Shah Rukh
Khan was questioned, he
said, "Some concerned in-
dividuals were questioned,
but can't comment on
names. Aryan Khan's
lawyer Mukul Rohatgi said
truth has prevailed.

"I am relieved, and so
must my clients be, includ-
ing Shah Rukh Khan. The
truth has prevailed.
Ultimately, there was no
material to charge this
young man (Aryan Khan)
or arrest him, he said.

NCB admitted its mis-
take and realised that there
was no reason to proceed
against Aryan Khan, he
told a TV channel. I am
very relieved and am sure
that the young man and his
father are equally relieved,
he said.

Asserting that its special
investigation team (SIT)
carried out its probe in an
"objective manner", the fed-
eral anti-drugs agency said

in a statement that "the
touchstone of the principle
of proof beyond reasonable
doubt has been applied".

"Based on the investiga-
tion carried out by the SIT,
a complaint against 14 per-

sons under various sec-
tions of the NDPS Act is
being filed (before a
Mumbai court). Complaint
against rest 6 persons is not
being filed due to lack of
sufficient evidence," it said.

It added that eight peo-
ple were arrested by the
NCB's Mumbai zonal of-
fice on October 2 last year
from the international
cruise terminal and the
vessel that was operated
by a company called
Cordelia. The accused
were Vikrant, Ishmeet,
Arbaaz, Aryan, Gomit,
Nupur, Mohak and
Munmun. "All the accused
persons were found in pos-
session of narcotics except
Aryan (Khan) and Mohak
(Jaiswal)," the NCB said.

Aryan Khan was re-
leased on October 30 from
Mumbai's Arthur Road
jail, 26 days after he was
arrested in connection
with the drugs case, after

being granted bail. The
NCB submitted its
chargesheet before the
registry and the special
NDPS court will take cog-
nizance after verification
of the documents.

In March this year, the

special court had granted
the probe agency a 60-day
extension to file the
chargesheet. Arrests in
the case were made by the
NCB zonal office under its
former director Sameer
Wankhede and his team.
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CISF and PAC personnel conduct a joint security mock drill behind the Taj Mahal
complex, in Agra, Friday.

MOCK DRILLLalu accompanies daughter Misa 
for filing RS poll nomination

Patna, May 27 (PTI): 

RJD president Lalu
Prasad on Friday accompa-
nied eldest daughter Misa
Bharti and former MLA
Faiyaz Ahmed for filing of
nomination papers for bi-
ennial elections to the
Rajya Sabha. Chaos pre-
vailed inside the Bihar as-
sembly premises, where
thousands of RJD support-
ers had turned up to catch a
glimpse of their charismat-
ic supremo.

The ailing septuagenari-
an, who has for years been
troubled by legal wrangles,
however, was not his usual
ebullient self and chose not
to engage with the crowds
nor did he oblige journal-
ists, waiting to hear him
speak since he arrived in
Patna two days ago. The
former CM had his face
covered with a mask and he
walked with shuffling, fal-
tering steps, flanked on ei-
ther side by sons Tej Pratap

and Tejashwi who clutched
at his arm to prevent him
from tripping. No member
of the proverbial "first fam-
ily" of the RJD, including

Bharti who is set for a hat-
trick in the Rajya Sabha,
chose to speak to the media.
Ahmed, who lost his Bisfi
seat of Madhubani district

in the 2020 assembly polls,
after two back-to-back vic-
tories, expressed his grati-
tude before reporters to-
wards the party supremo
for backing him over many
other claimants.

One such candidate was
Hina Shahab, the widow of
dreaded gangster turned
politician Mohd
Shahabuddin. She has
fought Lok Sabha polls on
a RJD ticket a number of
times but never been suc-
cessful in winning back for
the party Siwan, which
her husband used to lord
over until his disqualifica-
tion on account of convic-
tion in a criminal case. Her
supporters staged a dhar-
na in protest against the
party turning its back on
her and threatened to burn
effigies of Prasad and
Tejashwi, the RJD heir ap-
parent. Shahabuddin had
died in Tihar jail last year
after testing positive for
COVID-19.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2277  ((PPTTII)):: The government has ordered action
against former NCB officer Sameer Wankhede for his alleged
"shoddy" work while probing a 'drugs-on-cruise' case in which
film star Shah Rukh Khan's son Aryan was arrested last year, offi-
cial sources said on Friday. Appropriate action is also being initiat-
ed against Wankhede for allegedly providing a fake caste certifi-
cate, they added. Wankhede is an Indian Revenue Service officer
and the finance ministry is the nodal authority to take the action
against him. The government has asked the competent authority
to take appropriate action against Wankhede for his alleged "shod-
dy" investigation in the 'drugs-on-cruise' case, sources said.
Wankhede was then Mumbai zonal director of the NCB and han-
dled the initial investigation after an anti-drugs raid on a cruise.
Aryan was arrested by the NCB on October 3 last year in the case.
He was granted bail on October 28 by the Bombay High Court
which dismissed NCB's arguments and said it can not just rely on
WhatsApp messages to make such grave allegations.

Centre orders action against Ex-NCB officer
Sameer Wankhede for ‘shoddy’ probe

Over 18 lakh candidates
register for NEET-2022

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI): 

The number of regis-
trations for medical en-
trance exam NEET has
crossed 18 lakh this
year, recording a signif-
icant jump of over 2.5
lakh since 2021.

Over 18.72 lakh candi-
dates have registered
for the National
Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET)
out of which over 10.64
lakh are women and
8.07 lakh are men, ac-
cording to official data.

The pan-India exam
is scheduled to be held
in 13 languages on July
17. Last year, the NEET-
undergraduate exam
was held on September
12, with over 95 per cent
of the registered candi-
dates appearing for it.

Over 15.44 lakh candi-
dates had appeared for
the exam, which was
conducted at 3,858 cen-
tres. Of these, at least
8.70 lakh students had

qualified.
Among the candi-

dates registered this
year, 771 are foreigners,
910 Non Resident
Indians and 647
Overseas Citizen of
India card holders. The
highest number of can-
didates have opted
English as the medium
of exam, followed by
Hindi and Tamil.

NEET-UG is the qual-
ifying entrance exam
for admission to
Bachelor of Medicine
and Bachelor of
Surgery (MBBS),
Bachelor of Dental
Surgery (BDS),
Bachelor of Ayurveda,
Medicine and Surgery
(BAMS), Bachelor of
Siddha Medicine and
Surgery (BSMS),
Bachelor of Unani
Medicine and Surgery
(BUMS), and Bachelor
of Homeopathic
Medicine and Surgery
(BHMS) and BSc (H)
Nursing courses.

Nehru institution-builder, BJP weakening
democracy by bulldozing institutions: Rahul

5 regional parties declared donations of Rs 250.60 Cr
through electoral bonds in 2020-21: ADR

RJD Chief Lalu Prasad Yadav with party candidates Misa
Bharti and Faiyaz Ahmad leave after filing their nomination
papers for Rajya Sabha, at Bihar Assembly in Patna, Friday.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Friday stayed the
Allahabad High Court's
bail condition imposed on
Samajwadi Party MLA
Azam Khan directing the
District Magistrate of
Rampur for taking posses-
sion of land attached to
the Jauhar University
campus in an alleged grab-
bing of enemy property
case.

A vacation bench of
Justices DY Chandrachud
and Bela M Trivedi said
that prima facie the

Allahabad High Court's
bail condition imposed on
Khan is disproportionate
and sounds like a decree of
a civil court.

The bench, while refer-
ring to the May 10 order of
the Allahabad High Court,
said that it was opined
that bail was being grant-
ed to the petitioner (Khan)
on the ground of age and
his health condition, apart
from the fact that in most
of the cases in which the
prosecution was initiated
against him, he has been
bailed out.

However, prima facie

the conditions which have
been imposed by the High
Court for the grant of bail
are disproportionate and
have no reasonable link
with the conditions which
are required to be imposed
to secure the presence of
the accused and to ensure
the fairness of the trial is
not impeded , the bench
said.

It said that in the im-
pugned order of the High
Court, the single judge has
observed that the present
order in the bail applica-
tion may sound like a de-
cree of a civil court deal-

ing and deciding the title
over the property . The
bench said, Yet, prima
facie the High Court while
imposing the conditions
for grant of bail has ex-
ceeded the settled parame-
ters governing the exer-
cise of the jurisdiction
under section 439 CrPC .

The bench then stayed a
slew of directions of the
High Court issued to the
District Magistrate,
Rampur to measure the
land, take possession of
the land attached to the
University, and sought a
response from the Uttar

Pradesh government.
After dictating the

order, the bench told sen-
ior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for Khan, that it
has stayed with the main
directions issued in the
order as the rest of the
conditions are innocuous.

Sibal said that many of
the conditions are not ap-
propriate like Khan has to
give an undertaking that
he shall not seek adjourn-
ment on the date fixed for
hearing, the trial is to be
completed in one year and
day-to-day trial.

The bench said that it

will look into those condi-
tions on the next date of
hearing and added that
these conditions are in-
nocuous and are given in
most of the bail orders of
the Allahabad High Court.

Sibal said that the
bench should direct that
these conditions shall not
be applicable till this
court decides the petition.

The bench said, We
have stayed the main con-
ditions. Rest are innocu-
ous conditions which are
put by every single judge
in Allahabad High Court.
Trial is not commencing

soon, we are putting the
matter on reopening but
the direction to the dis-
trict magistrate to meas-
ure, custodian of enemy
property, etc, we have
stayed all those 
conditions.

Sibal said, Now, they
want to demolish the
University. This was an
open land. He (District
Magistrate) has given no-
tice on May 18, that I will
demolish your two build-
ings. It has nothing to do
with the land. No notice to
anybody. They come and
give notice like this. This

Court should say that no
consequential action shall
take place. The bench told
Sibal that he can show
this order to them (district
administration) as the
court had stayed exactly
these conditions of the
bail order.

On May 24, the top court
had agreed to hear a plea
by Khan challenging a
bail condition imposed by
the Allahabad High Court,
which he claimed is for de-
molishing a part of his
Jauhar University al-
legedly built by grabbing
enemy property.

SC stays Allahabad HC’s bail condition of SP MLA 
Azam Khan related to land of Jauhar University

Jamia Millia
extends application
deadline for UG, PG
admissions to May 31 NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2277  ((PPTTII)):: The

NHRC has issued a notice to
the Maharashtra government
over reports of four children
testing HIV-positive following
a blood transfusion in Nagpur
and one of them dying, offi-
cials said on Friday. 

A notice has also been is-
sued to the food and drug de-
partment secretary of the
state government to submit a
report within six weeks re-
garding a preliminary investi-
gation in the matter and crimi-
nal proceedings being initiat-
ed, they said. 

As per a media report, the
four children were being treat-
ed for thalassemia in which
blood for transfusion has to
screened through a Nucleic
Acid Test first. 

NHRC notice to Maharashtra
over 4 children testing HIV+
following blood transfusion



Children killed
Korba: Two children were
run over by a speeding
car in Chhattisgarh’s
Korba district on Friday, a
police official said. The
incident took place in
Uchbhatti village under
Urga police station limits
bordering Janjgir-Champa
district in the morning,
the official said. “A car
moving at high speed
from Champa towards
Korba crushed to death
Manoj Gond (10) and Raju
Gond (9), both residents
of Mahuda village in
Janjgir-Champa district. 

Three dead 
DDeehhrraadduunn:: Three pilgrims
from Maharashtra were
killed and 10 were injured
when the vehicle in which
they were travelling fell
into a deep gorge in
Uttarkashi district, officials
said on Friday. The acci-
dent happened near Barkot
area of the district on
Thursday night when the
pilgrims were on their way
to Yamunotri, they said. A
state disaster response
force team was rushed to
the spot which carried out
the rescue operation, the
officials said.

CBI summon
JJaammmmuu::  A CBI court here
has issued summons to
Rubaiya Sayeed, daughter
of former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister
Mufti Mohammed Sayeed,
to appear before it on July
15 in a case related to her
abduction in 1989, offi-
cials said on Friday. This is
the first time that Rubaiya
Sayeed has been asked to
appear in the case. She
had been freed after five
terrorists were released in
exchange. Rubaiya
Sayeed, who stays in
Tamil Nadu, is listed as a
prosecution witness by
the CBI which took over
the investigations into the
case in early 1990.

Nigerian held 
NNooiiddaa::  A Nigerian nation-
al staying in Delhi has
been arrested by the
Uttar Pradesh Police on
the charge of cheating at
least 300 women and
duping them of crores of
rupees on the pretext of
marriage, officials said
on Friday. The accused
befriended women
through social media and
matrimonial websites,
where he introduced him-
self as a non-resident
Indian (NRI) settled in
Canada, the officials
said. Garuba Galumje
(38), who hails from
Lagos in Nigeria, was
staying in the Kishan
Garh area of South Delhi
and has been arrested by
officials of the cyber
crime police station in
Noida, they said.
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Union Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh performs
yoga asanas, ahead of

International Yoga Day on
June 21, at Karnataka Naval

Area Beach, Karwar.’’
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New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

Seven Army soldiers
were killed and 19 others
were injured in the
Tuktuk sector of Ladakh
on Friday when the vehi-
cle they were travelling
skidded off the road and
fell into the Shyok river,
Army officials said.

The accident took place
at around 9 am at a place
that is around 25 km from
Thoise, they said Officials
said the vehicle they were
travelling in skidded off
the road and fell in the
Shyok river. As many as
26 soldiers were on their
way from the transit
camp in Partapur to a for-
ward location in sub-sec-
tor Hanif. “Seven individ-
uals have been declared
fatal so far. There are
grievous injuries to oth-
ers as well. Dedicated ef-
forts are underway to en-
sure that the best medical

care is provided to the in-
jured,” said an official.
The officials said the vehi-
cle fell into the Shyok
river to a depth of approx-
imately 50 to 60 feet from
the road. “A party of 26
soldiers was moving from

the transit camp in
Partapur to a forward lo-
cation in sub-sector Hanif.
At around 9 am, 25km
from Thoise, the vehicle
skidded off the road and
fell in Shyok river,” the of-
ficial cited above said. All

the injured were initially
taken to the 403 Field
Hospital at Partapur.
Hours later, all 19 injured
personnel have been shift-
ed to Chandimandir in
the Panchkula district of
Haryana.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

A Delhi court on
Friday awarded a four-
year jail term to former
Haryana Chief Minister
Om Prakash Chautala in
a disproportionate assets
(DA) case. Special Judge
Vikas Dhull also imposed
a fine of Rs 50 lakh on the
convict in the case of ac-
quiring disproportionate
assets from 1993 to 2006.

The judge also directed
the authorities concerned
to confiscate four of his
properties.

The court had last
week convicted Chautala
and said the accused had
failed to satisfactorily ac-
count for such dis-propor-
tionality by proving his
source of income or
means by way of which,
he acquired assets during
this period. The CBI had
filed the case in 2005, and
a charge sheet was filed
on March 26, 2010, accus-

ing him of amassing as-
sets disproportionate to
his legitimate income, be-
tween 1993 and 2006.
According to the CBI’s
FIR Om Prakash
Chautala, while function-
ing as Chief Minister of
Haryana during the peri-
od from July 24, 1999, to
March 5, 2005, in collu-
sion with his family

members and others, ac-
cumulated assets, immov-
able and movable, dispro-
portionate to his known
lawful sources of income,
in his name, in the names
of his family members.
The disproportionate as-
sets were calculated to be
Rs 6.09 crore, 189.11 per
cent of his known
sources of income.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

There was an environ-
ment of “indifference” to-
wards the use of technolo-
gy in governance before
2014 due to which the poor
and the middle class suf-
fered the most, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Friday.

He asserted the current
government has ensured
last-mile delivery of serv-
ices with the help of tech-
nology, including drones.

Addressing a gathering
after inaugurating India’s
biggest drone festival in
Delhi, he said, “At a time
when we are celebrating
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav,
it is my dream that every-
one in India should have a
smartphone in his or her

hand, every farm should
have a drone and every
house should have pros-
perity.” The enthusiasm
being seen in India about
drone technology is amaz-
ing and indicates possibili-

ties of an emerging sector
of employment genera-
tion, the prime minister
said. He said eight years
ago “we started imple-
menting new mantras of
good governance”.
“Walking on the path of
minimum government
and maximum gover-
nance, priority was given
to ease of living and ease
of doing business,” Modi
said.

During the earlier gov-
ernments, technology was
considered a part of the
problem and efforts were
made to label it “anti-
poor”, the prime minister
said. “Due to this, there
was an environment of in-
difference towards the use
of technology in gover-
nance before 2014.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

The Supreme Court
Friday said that issue per-
taining to vulnerable wit-
nesses directly concerns
the plight of women and
children as they are in a
position of vulnerable wit-
nesses and impleaded the
Ministry of Women and
Child Development as a
party in the matter which
relates to the preparation
of a uniform national
model for Vulnerable
Witness Deposition
Centres (VWDC).

The apex court said the
ministry shall continue to
coordinate all activities in
consultation with the
chairperson of the court-

appointed committee. A
vacation bench of Justices
D Y Chandrachud and
Bela M Trivedi observed
that the top court had ear-
lier said that the Ministry
of Women and Child
Development must be the
nodal ministry and it
wants the ministry to
monitor it. The Ministry
of Women and Child
Development has been
nominated as a coordinat-
ing ministry having due
regard to the fact that the
issue pertaining to vulner-
able witnesses directly
concerns the plight of
women and children who
are, generally speaking, in
the position of vulnerable
witnesses, the bench said.

Mumbai, May 27 (PTI): 

A special NIA court here
has sentenced an ISIS ter-
rorist to seven years impris-
onment for a conspiracy
hatched in Syria for radical-
ising Indian youth through
internet wherein they were
instructed to fabricate an
IED locally. Mohammed
Shahed Khan, a resident of
Parbhani in Maharashtra,
was handed down a seven
years rigorous imprison-
ment and a fine of Rs 45,000
under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act,
the Indian Penal Code Act
and the Explosive
Substance Act, a National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
spokesperson said. The

case pertains to the conspir-
acy hatched by ISIS opera-
tives in Syria for radicalis-
ing Indian youth through
internet wherein an IED
was fabricated locally on
their directions, he said.
The case was initially regis-
tered in July 2016 and rereg-
istered by the NIA in
September 2016. A
chargesheet was filed in
October, 2016, the
spokesperson said. An ac-
cused, Naser Bin Yafai
(Chaus), has already been
convicted for seven years
rigorous imprisonment by
the NIA Special Court,
Mumbai on May 6, 2022, in
this case, he said, adding
further trial in the matter
continues.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

The southwest mon-
soon is expected to reach
Kerala during the next two
to three days, marking a
sluggish start to the sea-
sonal rains that are the
lifeline of India’s agri-
based economy.

Earlier, the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department (IMD) had
forecast the onset over
Kerala on Friday (May 27)
with help from the rem-
nants of Cyclone Asani,
that struck the Bay of
Bengal a fortnight ago.
The forecast had a model
error of four days.

However, the influence
of the remnant weather

systems, that lingered over
the southern peninsula,
petered out, dashing the
forecast of early onset
over Kerala and a swift
progress towards the
north, the IMD said.

As per the latest meteo-
rological indications, west-
erly winds have strength-
ened in the lower levels

over the south Arabian
Sea and deepened. As per
satellite imagery, there is
an increase in cloudiness
over Kerala coast and ad-
joining southeast Arabian
Sea. Hence, conditions are
becoming favourable for
monsoon onset over
Kerala during the next 2-3
days, the IMD said.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

The iconic rifle and the
soldier’s war helmet, which
were part of the Amar
Jawan Jyoti at the India
Gate, were moved to the
National War Memorial on
Friday. The defence min-
istry said the armed Forces
“shifted the inverted rifle
and the helmet from India
Gate, which was the sym-
bol of fallen soldiers of 1971
war, to Param Yodha Sthal
at National War
Memorial”. It said the rifle
and the helmet were in-
stalled in the midst of busts
of Param Vir Chakra
awardees. “With this cere-
mony, the integration of
the memorial of fallen sol-
diers of 1971 war with
National War Memorial

has been completed,” the
ministry said in a state-
ment. The ceremony was
led by the Chief of
Integrated Defence Staff to
the Chairman, Chiefs of
Staff Committee (CISC) Air
Marshal BR Krishna and
attended by Adjutant
General equivalents from
the three services. The
Amar Jawan Jyoti at the
India Gate was merged
with the eternal flame at
the National War Memorial
(NWM) in January. The
NWM is around 400 metres
away from the India Gate.
The Amar Jawan Jyoti was
constructed as a memorial
for Indian soldiers who
were killed in action in the
1971 Indo-Pak war, which
India won, leading to the
creation of Bangladesh.

London, May 27 (PTI):

Geetanjali Shree has be-
come the first Indian au-
thor to win the prestigious
International Booker
Prize for her “utterly origi-
nal” Hindi novel ‘Tomb of
Sand’, a family saga set in
northern India about an
80-year-old woman who
travels to Pakistan to con-
front the unresolved trau-
ma of her teenage experi-
ences of Partition and re-
evaluates what it means to
be a mother, a daughter, a
woman and a feminist.

At a ceremony in
London on Thursday, the
64-year-old New Delhi-
based writer said she was
“completely over-
whelmed” with the “bolt
from the blue” as she ac-

cepted her 50,000-pound
prize, and shared it with
the book’s English transla-
tor Daisy Rockwell. The
prize is split between au-
thor and translator equal-
ly. Tomb of Sand’, original-
ly Ret Samadhi’, is set in
northern India and fol-
lows an 80-year-old woman

in a tale the Booker judges
dubbed a “joyous cacopho-
ny” and an “irresistible
novel”. “I never dreamt of
the Booker, I never
thought I could. What a
huge recognition, I’m
amazed, delighted, hon-
oured and humbled, said
Shree in her acceptance

speech. “There is a melan-
choly satisfaction in the
award going to it. Ret
Samadhi/Tomb of Sand’
is an elegy for the world
we inhabit, a lasting ener-
gy that retains hope in the
face of impending doom.
The Booker will surely
take it to many more peo-
ple than it would have
reached otherwise, that
should do the book no
harm, she said.

Reflecting upon becom-
ing the first work of fic-
tion in Hindi to make the
Booker cut, the author
said it felt good to be the
means of that happening.

“But behind me and this
book lies a rich and flour-
ishing literary tradition in
Hindi, and in other South
Asian languages.

Chennai, May 27 (PTI):

India’s first semi-high
speed freight train is likely
to hit the tracks by
December, officials said
Friday. Replicating the con-
cept of Vande Bharat trains,
the 16-coach ‘Gati Shakti’
train can clock 160 kmph
and will be manufactured at
the Integral Coach Factory
(ICF) in Chennai. In order to
implement the PM Gati
Shakti initiative in a fo-
cused manner, the Railways
has created a separate direc-
torate at the Railway Board
with its branches at
Khurda, Bilaspur, Delhi and
Bengaluru divisions to ex-
pedite the ambitious
scheme. “The design work
for these trains has already

started. We have also given
the order for material By
December this year, we will
be able to manufacture two
of these trains,” ICF
General Manager A K
Agarwal said, adding that
an overall target of 25 such
trains has been set. The
final number of trains will
depend on how the initial
ones are received by the
market, he added. The
Railways is planning to tar-
get the e-commerce and
courier parcel segment
through these trains, offi-
cials said. Each train will
also have refrigerated wag-
ons in the rear end and in
the front to carry perish-
ables like milk products,
fish, fruit and vegetables.
Electricity connection for

these wagons will be provid-
ed from the coach. The rest
of the coaches will have
rollers for moving the con-
tainer. Each coach will have
two wide doors for loading
and unloading the contain-
ers. According to the Indian
Brand Equity Foundation,
with a turnover of USD 50
billion in 2020, India has be-
come the eighth largest
market for e-commerce.
“India’s e-commerce market
is expected to reach USD 111
billion by 2024 and USD 200
billion by 2026 and expected
to reach USD 350 billion by
2030,” the official said,
adding that Indian Railways
plans to capture the small
size parcel shipments by
running dedicated high
speed freight trains.

BSF nabs 1 more

Pak fisherman
AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd:: The Border
Security Force (BSF) on Friday
apprehended one more
Pakistani fisherman and seized
five fishing boats from the
Harami Nala creek area located
near the Indo-Pak border in
Gujarat’s Kutch district during
an ongoing search operation, an
official said. The BSF had on
Thursday nabbed two Pakistani
fishermen and seized four of
their boats in the same area as
they were found fishing inside
the Indian waters of the creek.
On Friday, a BSF patrolling team
had to fire three rounds when the
fisherman tried to escape into
the Pakistan side of the maritime
border, but he was eventually
nabbed after a chase, said the
border guarding force in a state-
ment. Nothing suspicious was
recovered from the boats which
only had some fish, fishing nets
and equipment, it added.

‘Civil servants
need to focus on
innovative ideas’

NNeeww  DDeellhhii::  Union Minister of
State for Personnel Jitendra
Singh on Friday said civil ser-
vants need to focus on innova-
tive ideas which can be used as
best governance practices.
Singh was speaking at the 2nd
national good governance webi-
nar series on health, according
to a personnel ministry state-
ment. Civil servants need to
focus on innovative ideas hav-
ing replicability and sustainabil-
ity which can be used as best
governance practices, the
statement said. In the run up to
civil services day on April 21,
2022, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has mandated the
Department of Administrative
Reforms and Public Grievances
(DARPG) to hold virtual confer-
ences with district collectors
and other officers over the next
12-months from April, 2022 to
March, 2023, it said.

Seven soldiers killed
in road accident

Indian Army personnel gather at the site after a vehicle carrying 26 jawans fell in the
Shyok river, at the Turtuk area in Ladakh.

Delhi court awards 4-yr jail 
term to O P Chautala in DA case

Former Haryana chief minister OP Chautala being
taken to the Tihar Jail after a special CBI court 
sentenced him to four years in jail, in New Delhi, Friday.

‘Issue pertaining to vulnerable
witnesses directly concerns
plight of women & children’

Poor suffered due to indifference towards
tech use in governance before 2014: PM 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi flies a drone at the
inauguration of the Bharat
Drone Mahotsav, at Pragati
Maidan in New Delhi. 

NIA court awards ISIS 
terrorist 7-year jail term for

radicalising youth

‘Monsoon likely to reach
Kerala in next 2-3 days’

India’s first semi-high speed freight
train likely to chug by year end

Delhi-based writer Geetanjali Shree wins International
Booker Prize for first Hindi novel ‘Tomb of Sand’

Author Geetanjali

Shree listens to the

speech of her novels

translator Daisy

Rockwell, unseen,

after the pair won the

2022 International

Booker Prize author

and translator awards

for Shrees novel Tomb

of Sand in London.

Iconic rifle, helmet at India Gate
shifted to National War Memorial
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BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2277:: The students
of Steel City Bhilai brought
laurels to the city as well as
the state by winning prizes in
the All India Poster Painting
Competition organized by
the Indian National Trust for
Art and Cultural Heritage
(INTACH). 

This competition was or-
ganised under the 'Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsava.  176 chil-
dren from 24 schools of Bhilai-
Durg participated in this com-

petition which was organized
with the aim of creating
awareness among the school
students about the freedom
movement of India. 

According to the results re-
leased by the Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural
Heritage (INTACH) headquar-
ters located in New Delhi,
Samiksha Aharwal, a class 10
student of Delhi Public
School, Bhilai, made Bhilai
and Chhattisgarh proud by se-
curing a place among the ten
national winners. 

Along with this, Hemant
Sahu of class-10 of Sharda
Vidyalaya, Risali Bhilai and
Prashasti Chandra of class-8
student of Delhi Public
School, Bhilai were declared
regional winners. 

It needs to be mentioned
here that this competition was
organized at the national level
and the results were declared
after intensive evaluation of
more than 6000 posters (en-
tries) from across the country,
informed INTACH Regional
Convenor Dr DN Sharma.

DLSA conducts legal awareness campaign 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 27: District
Legal Services Authority
is conducting a special
legal awareness campaign
from May 24 to 28 at Patel
Square in Durg with the
objective of providing
legal information to the
public. DLSA has set up a
pandal on the roadside to
conduct this awareness
campaign.

It is often seen in Durg
city that people are not
aware of the traffic rules.
They violate the rules
which result in road acci-
dents. Traffic violators are
caught by the cops also
and they have to pay fines.

To provide legal infor-
mation regarding funda-
mental duties and rights
of children and making
them aware about driving
rules, information is

being made available
through the pandal in
Patel Square. Paralegal
volunteers remain present
at the pandal to make
legal information avail-
able to the public.

People who are found vi-
olating the rules are made
to fill and sign an under-
taking at the pandal itself.
They are made aware
about the traffic rules and
are being explained about
the benefits of wearing
helmets to reduce fatal in-
juries in case of accidents.

Drivers of speeding ve-
hicles are being advised to
drive at a limited speed as
their speeding may result
in an accident.
Fundamental duties and
brief legal information re-
lated to children are being
made available to the peo-
ple visiting the pandal.

The main objective of
this awareness campaign
is to make the legal serv-
ice schemes reach to the
last person of the society,
informed DLSA Secretary
Ashish Dahariya.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 27: Borsi
Durg resident Dr Alankrita
Yadu has successfully com-
pleted the professional
course of MBBS from
CIMS Bilaspur. She was ho-
noured during the convoca-
tion ceremony held at the
college. She is the daughter
of Ashok Yadav and
Hemlata Yadav.

District Panchayat
President Shalini Rivendra
Yadav, DMC Speaker
Rajesh Yadav, CG State
Police Accountability
Authority Member
Ramkali Yadav, Tethwar
Yadav Mahasabha State
President Gulendra Yadav,
former Vice President
Prahlad Yadu, Youth Cell
President Parmanand
Yadu, Folk Artist Khuman
Singh Yadav, State

Spokesperson Romshankar
Yadav, Balram Yadav,
Tejesh Yadav, Narottam
Yadu, Ravi Yadu and others
of Yadav Samaj have greet-
ed her on this achievement.

Cath Lab operations
resume at JLNH&RC

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 27: Cath Lab
operations have resumed
after a gap owing to COVID
at SAIL-Bhilai Steel Plant's
Jawaharlal Hospital &
Research Centre, Sector 9, a
multi-speciality hospital
equipped with modern di-
agnostic facilities.

Angiography was per-
formed on as many as 11
patients today on May 27,
2022 by renowned cardiolo-
gist of international repute
from National Heart
Institute, New Delhi, Dr
Vinod Sharma with whom
Bhilai Steel Plant has re-
newed its contract for per-
forming Angiography and
Angioplasty.

With software upgrada-
tion of JLN Hospital's

Cardiac Cath Lab done re-
cently and Angiography
and Angioplasty resumed,
serving employees and
their dependents, ex-em-
ployees and their spouses
who are cardiac patients
can heave a sigh of relief.

The newly upgraded
Cath Lab was inaugurated
on Friday in the presence
of cardiologist, Dr Vinod
Sharma and SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant's Chief Medical
Officers, Dr Ravindranath
and Dr Pramod Binayeke.

Angiography and
Angioplasty at the upgrad-

ed Cath Lab will be carried
out under the supervision
of Dr S K Issar, ED
(Medical & Health
Services), Chief Medical
Officers, Dr Ravindranath
and Dr Pramod Binayeke
and Dr Harishankar
Jonwar, Dr Upendra Jain
and the team managing
Cath Lab.

Dr Harishankar Jonwar
will be available at OPD
Room No 1B every
Wednesday from 11 AM to
1.30 PM for consultation
and appointments regard-
ing Angiography.

Man arrested for wife’s murder
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 27: Police
have arrested a man on
charges of killing his wife
in village Borenda of
Ranitarai Police Station
limits. SDOP (Patan)
Devansh Singh Rathore in-
formed that Ranitarai
Police Station received in-
formation on May 17 re-
garding the death of
Rajkumari Yadu (25) wife of
Ghanshyam, a resident of
village Borenda.

She allegedly committed
suicide by hanging self at
home. On information, a
police team reached the
crime scene and the body
was sent for autopsy after
preparing an inquest. The
autopsy was performed at
Government Hospital in
Patan.

The autopsy report re-
vealed that the cause of
death was asphyxia. There
were signs that her mouth
and nose were occluded
which caused her death. On
the basis of the PM report,

section 302 of IPC was
added in the FIR and police
started investigation con-
sidering it to be murder.

The detailed information
about the incident was
given to Superintendent of
Police Dr Abhishek Pallav
(IPS) and Additional
Superintendent of Police
(Rural) Anant Sahu and
under their directions,

Ranitarai Police launched
investigations and explored
all the possible angles of
the case.

On suspicion,
Ghanshyam Yadu, the hus-
band of the deceased, was
interrogated. He kept on
changing his statement fre-
quently. During sustained
interrogation, he confessed
to have murdered his wife.

He disclosed that some
time ago he had gone to his
in-laws' place in Mandir
Hasaud with his wife and
children. He was beaten by
his in-laws after an alterca-
tion.

Since then, differences
occurred with his wife and
they often used to argue
and fight over the same rea-
son. On the day of the inci-

dent, an altercation oc-
curred between the hus-
band and wife after which
the man occluded her
mouth with a cloth (kathri).

When the lady became
unconscious, he strangled
her to death with a stole.
Thereafter, the man plotted
a conspiracy to make the
murder look like a suicide.
He used a saree to hang the
lady with the ceiling. The
accused confessed to have
murdered his wife. He was
arrested and produced be-
fore the court from where
he has been sent to jail on
judicial remand.

SDOP (Patan) Devansh
Singh Rathore: Inspector
Manoj Prajapati (SHO,
Ranitarai), Assistant Sub-
Inspector Nakul Prasad
Thakur, Head Constable
Lokesh Lahiri, Constables
Tulesh Dhankar, Talendra
Chandrakar, Dhananjay
Sinha, Laxmi Narayan,
Dekesh Bachhor Netam
and Tukaram Nirmalkar
played a vital role in solv-
ing the case.

p Angiography performed

on 11 cardiac patients 

SAIL refuses to form wage structure for contract workers

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 27: The
NJCS Sub Committee
meeting once again failed
in reaching consensus on
any issue on Thursday.
The management refused
to form a wage structure
for the contract workers
and offered a meagre in-
crease in AWA for them.
All the trade unions unan-
imously rejected the offer.

The unions demanded
to convene a full NJCS
meeting for resolving the
unsettled issues of wage
revision of regular work-
ers. Meeting started with
the financial reporting of
the company. SAIL has
achieved all time best
profit in FY 21-22 (PAT
12015 Crore). The

turnover of the company
is more than One Lakh
crore.

The unions demanded
full NJCS immediately to
resolve all yet unsettled is-
sues of wage revision of
regular workers by rene-
gotiating the MoU issues,
including full arrears,
ceiling less gratuity, and
others and also simultane-
ous respectable wage revi-
sion of contract workers
in basic pay and other
benefits.

The contribution of
contract workers who
stood beside permanent
workers to take the chal-
lenges for turnaround is
remarkable. The ratio of
contract worker to perma-
nent worker in SAIL at
present is 60: 40.

Management in the last
meeting of the Sub
Committee (22nd April,
2022) proposed to increase
the AWA (Additional
Welfare Allowance) by 10
percent only.

All the trade unions re-
jected the humiliating pro-
posal of management.
CITU have been demand-
ing enhancement of basic
pay instead of meagre in-
crease in allowance as pro-
posed in the last meeting.

Due to the immediate
reaction and thrust of the
trade unions,
Management had with-
drawn that proposal and
decided to form a plant
level committee to exam-
ine the scope of enhance-
ment of basic pay of con-
tract workers.

In the meeting held on
Thursday, management
reported that the plant
level committee was con-
stituted and examined
many parameters of
wages of contract work-
ers. They have placed rec-
ommendations of the
committee in the meeting
which is nothing but 25
percent marginal incre-
ment of AWA only.

At present AWA varies
from Rs 1750 to Rs 2500 in
different units of SAIL
and RINL. Finally the
management came out
with a proposal of wage
increase of Rs 435 to Rs
625 in terms of AWA.

CITU/ SWFI firmly re-
jected the proposal and de-
manded a minimum basic
of permanent workers (S-

1) as minimum of con-
tract workers keeping in
mind the contribution of
contract workers in the
production process. CITU
demanded a wage struc-
ture for all the contract
workers of the public sec-
tor steel industries.

Management remained
adamant and stated that
they are not in a position
to form a wage structure
due to non uniformity of
wages in different units.
Trade Unions insisted
that it is the right of con-
tract workers to have a
well defined wage struc-
ture and they will fight to
achieve it.

Next meeting of the
NJCS Sub Committee on
Contract Workers will be
held on 15 June, 2022. The

contract workers under
the banner of SWFI /
CITU demonstrated
throughout the industry
on May 25 and thousands
of contract workers joined
in the movement.

Permanent workers in
all the units also joined the
movement in large num-
bers. The union leaders
stated that they have to in-
tensify the struggle to
achieve the legitimate de-
mands of contract workers.

CITU General Secretary
Lalitmohan Misra assert-
ed that there will be no
agreement without ar-
rears and wage settlement
of contract workers.
Unilateral circular for
curtailment of gratuity
should be withdrawn im-
mediately, he added.

NJCS Sub Committee meeting fails in reaching consensus

Alankrita brings 
laurels to Yadav Samaj

Samiksha secures position among national winners 

CITU demands review of the disputed NEPP
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 27: Hindustan
Steel Employees Union
(CITU) has demanded to
stop the implementation of
the disputed NEPP and re-
view this new promotion
policy. On Thursday, a dele-
gation of the union con-
ducted discussion with the
management in the context
of the problems arising out
of the implementation of
the much disputed NEPP
signed between the then
recognised trade union and
the management on June
25.

The representatives of
CITU submitted a memo-
randum having the signa-
tures of 385 personnel.
They demanded to stop the
implementation of this
controversial new promo-
tion policy and review it
again. It needs to be men-
tioned here that on the de-
mand of CITU, the circular

related to this promotion
policy has been uploaded in
the BSP intranet by the
BSP management.
Gradually, the workers are
realising that this policy
has nothing in the interest
of the workers. As the
workers are likely to suffer
more losses, the union de-
manded to review this poli-
cy again.

On behalf of the BSP
management, SK Chhatri,
General Manager, NK
Ingle, Komal Ram
Dhurandhar, MK Sahu,
Sudhir Sorte, SB Mandal,
SK Shukla and Jasbir
Singh were present in the
meeting. CITU delegation
included Savita Malviya,
SP Dey, Ashok Khatarkar,
DVS Reddy, J K Verma, KK
Deshmukh, Ramesh Das
Kharag and Kevendra
Sundar.

CITU leaders stated that
the management was un-
able to give satisfactory

clarification on
various topics.
During the dis-
cussion, the
union represen-
tatives asked
many questions
regarding the
new promotion
policy, but on be-
half of the man-
agement, the offi-
cers of the per-
sonnel depart-
ment kept on giving excus-
es for studying the policy.
When asked about the deci-
sion taken at Delhi level to
promote the personnel
with technical education
like ITI or Diploma in clus-
ter A to B and B to C in 3
years, the Personnel
Officers again cited the
same excuse. Some union
representatives wanted to
know about the position
and vacancy at present on
the basis of old Sanctioned
Mining and that

Sanctioned Mining, but the
personnel officer did not
have any answer.

It needs to be mentioned
here that the management
had claimed to provide pro-
motion to 249 employees
due to the implementation
of the new promotion poli-
cy in the rail mill. However,
during the discussion, it
was discovered that the en-
tire Rail Mill has only 19
workers to go to the C clus-
ter. The union leaders stat-
ed that promotion means

cluster change as well as
reaching higher posts and
getting financial benefits.
They questioned from the
management that how
many such employees are
there in Rail Mill who will
get cluster change, higher
designation and economic
benefits. On this also the
management said that at
present they do not have
any data.

An officer annoyed by
the clarification asked by
the union on the clause and

sub-section of
NEPP, said that
the signatories
include the man-
agement as well
as the recognized
union. He asked
the CITU leaders
to seek clarifica-
tion from the
union which has
given consent
after the discus-
sions. The recog-

nised union as well as the
management have signed
this agreement, hence the
recognised union and man-
agement are equally re-
sponsible in making and
signing this new promotion
policy.

Charge man is an impor-
tant post in Bhilai Steel
Plant. In departments with
continuous production
processes, this post is a
duty post, that is, some per-
son is on duty at this post
all the time. It is a position

that has the responsibility
of maintaining coordina-
tion between various func-
tions as well as maintain-
ing coordination with the
higher management. Even
the slightest error in coor-
dination, that is, miscom-
munication, can result in
disastrous results. It is in-
comprehensible to abolish
such an important post,
CITU leaders said.

According to the revised
promotion policy, on the
day the employee is senior
in the shift, he will have to
do the work of record keep-
ing, liaising with the high-
er management, writing
log books etc. This work is
a work of responsibility
and efficiency, which is cur-
rently done by the charge-
man, in which continuity is
very much needed. If there
is even a slight lapse in the
exchange or coordination
of information, the conse-
quences can be fatal.

Therefore, occasionally en-
trusting this work on any
senior employee is not only
unreasonable but it is also
dangerous from the point of
view of safety. This will
also increase the additional
burden on the workers and
they will be under stress.

The eligibility conditions
for promotion have also
been increased. Earlier,
only the employees who got
C grade in the last 1 year
were ineligible to get pro-
motion, but according to
the new policy, if any em-
ployee got B grade in all
three years apart from the
employees who got C grade
in any 1 year in the last 3
years, will also be ineligible
for promotion.

These conditions will
empower the officers to
debar or give promotion to
any employee at their per-
sonal discretion, which will
in no way be in the interest
of the plant.
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CAMP PARTICIPANTS

NSS workers as participants in the National Integration Camp organized by Pt. RSU
NSS cell and Regional Directorate here on Sunday.

Makdi, May 27: The peo-
ple who arrogate farmers’
money cannot roam free,
they’ll be sent to jail. Any
incident of fraud with
farmers will be thoroughly
investigated and immedi-
ate action will be taken.
During the ‘Bhent-
Mulaqat’ Programme in
Makdi, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel assured
all the farmers after hear-
ing the complaint of one of
them. He said that the offi-
cers have been instructed
to take strict action in the
event of fraud with farm-
ers so that such antisocial
agents are taught a lesson.
A farmer had made a com-
plaint against the
Additional Agriculture
Extension Officer A.K.
Tandon during the Bhent
Mulaqat Programme in
Makdi. The Police Officers
said that an F.I.R has been
lodged against him.
“Welfare of the farmers is
among the topmost priori-
ties of the state govern-
ment. We are committed to
provide right and fair
price for their produce”,
said Mr. Baghel. On this oc-
casion, Minister of
Industries Mr. Kawasi
Lakhma, Rajya Sabha MP

Mrs. Phulo Devi Netam,
MP Mr. Deepak Baij,
Kondagaon MLA Mr.
Mohan Markam, and other
public representatives
were also present.

Complaint was made re-
garding name not being
added to the ration card,
the Chief Minister gave
the necessary directions,
and by the end of the pro-
gramme, the name was
added– The people are re-
ceiving on-the-spot solu-
tions to their problems in
programme organized dur-
ing ‘Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan’. Partu Pandey
complained that his wife’s
name wasn’t added to the
ration card. The Chief
Minister immediately gave
instructions to solve the

issue. At the end of the
programme, the Chief
Minister told Partu
Pandey that his wife
Sohdara’s name has been
added to the ration card.

Training is going on
under ‘Mawa Girda
Kondanar Yojana’
Recruitment for Bastar
Fighters is going to com-
mence and training is
being provided as well for
its preparations by the
state government. Under
the ‘Mawa Girda
Kondanar Yojana’, youth
and girls are being trained
for its preparation.
Praising the training pro-
vided, the youth said that
this has raised the hope
that we will definitely get
selected for Bastar

Fighters.
‘Tikhur’ of Kondagaon

is being exported to
Vietnam:

Chief Minister said that
the products of
Kondagaon have gained in-
ternational recognition
with Tikhur from here
being exported to Vietnam.
The state government is
making an effort to make
the unique products of
Bastar ‘go global’ so that
the world should know
about their benefits. Better
promotion will boost the
demand of our forest pro-
duce.

Benefits of Narva
Scheme While interacting
with Chief Minister, the
beneficiaries of Narva
Yojana told that the water

level has increased signifi-
cantly through this
scheme. Earlier there used
to be water scarcity prob-
lem in the high altitude
areas which has now been
solved. Due to this they are
now able to harvest twice.

Inauguration of Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School Chief
Minister also inaugurated
Swami Atmanand English
Medium School on the oc-
casion. He also played
Chinese checkers game
with the children and dis-
tributed chocolates to
them.

Inspection of Makdi
Police Station Chief
Minister also inspected
Makdi Police Station. He
sought information about
the pending cases besides
inspecting the prison
house, record room, com-
puter room and armoury.
He also planted a sapling of
mango tree on this occa-
sion. Announcements
made by Chief Minister
Chief Minister announced
the opening of a hi-tech
bus stand at Makadi and
opening of a branch of co-
operative bank in Bijapur.
He also announced to ap-
prove electricity connec-
tions in 1466 irrigation
pumps and to sanction
new buildings for 12
schools. He announced
mini stadium in Randhana
and beautification of
Budha Talab Makdi Talab.

People duping farmers and usurping their money
cannot roam free, they’ll go to jail: CM

p CM assures the
farmers during the
Bhent Mulaqat
Programme in Makdi

Central Chronicle News

Durg, May 27 (PTI): A
21-year-old woman al-
legedly committed sui-
cide by hanging herself
in a room at a hostel of a
private college in
Chhattisgarh’s Durg
city on Friday, police
said.

The victim, Yamini
Rajput, was a resident of

Narayan Para and stu-
dent of pharmacy at a
private college in the
city, Pulgaon station
house officer (SHO)
Pradeep Sori said.

The death came to
light in the morning
when the hostel warden
found the woman hang-
ing with a scarf around
her neck in a vacant
room in the premises,

he said.
The police were subse-

quently alerted and the
body was sent for post-
mortem, the official
said, adding that no sui-
cide note was recovered.

A case under relevant
provisions of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) has
been registered and fur-
ther probe was under-
way, Sori added.

Pharma student commits
suicide at college hostel 
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Raipur, May 27:
Bharatiya Janata Party
National General
Secretary and state in-
charge D Purandeshwari
today called for vehement-
ly opposing every wrong
policies and actions of the
Congress government in
the state. People have to be
convinced that the
Bharatiya Janata Party
can give a better govern-
ment in the state, said
Purandeshwari while ad-
dressing BJP state execu-
tive committee at party’s
state headquarters in
Kushabhau Thakre prem-
ises here today.

‘The 8th year of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
efficient tenure is going to
complete on 30th May. In
2014 Lok Sabha elections,
BJP had gone to the people
with the slogan of ‘Sabka

Saath, Sabka Vikas’ and in
the 2019 Lok Sabha elec-
tions the party had cam-
paigned with the slogan
‘Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’ in
which it received over-
whelming public support’,
she said. ‘Now we have to
get full support of the pub-
lic in the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections also. We are al-
ready ready for the 2023 as-
sembly elections’, she
added.

According to her BJP is
different from other polit-
ical parties. She makes it
a point that BJP workers
came out of their houses
to render their services

during COVID pandemic
whereas other political
party workers preferred
to be at their homes dur-
ing this challenging peri-
od.

On the call of the cen-
tral leadership BJP will
go to the people with a
sense of service on the
completion of 8 years of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in office.

Purandeshwari said
that BJP Yuva Morcha
will take out bike rally
and distribute pamphlets
highlighting achieve-
ments of central govern-
ment. All frontal organi-
sations and cells of the

party have been entrust-
ed with separate respon-
sibilities so that each and
every worker can work
with full dedication, she
said.

Purandeshwari said
that senior leaders of the
party were meeting work-
ers under detailed action
plan chalked out to
strengthen booths.
According to her the en-
thusiasm and happiness
among party workers
would further strengthen
the party.

The BJP’s movement
was successful in protest
against the black law
(Bhupesh Act) brought by

the state government.
The party received over-
whelming public support
she claimed.

The farmers of the
state are constantly trou-
bled by acreage reduction
and shortage of manure
and gunny bags, she said,
adding that BJP is with
the farmers. She said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will talk to the
farmers about the mon-
soon. In this program,
each worker will bring
more and more farmers
and common people to
the booths to listen to the
‘Mann Ki Baat’ program
of Prime Minister.

‘Vehemently oppose wrong policies, actions of Cong govt’ 
Purandeshwari to
party workers at
the conclusion of
working committee
meeting

Kawardha, May 27:
Kawardha Police seized 44
Kg ‘Ganja’ worth Rs 8
lakhs being smuggled in a
truck here on Friday. It
was on tip from an in-

former that the Police
managed to nab the ac-
cused and this action was
taken by Chilfi Thana.

Similarly in another
seizure of banned nar-
cotics in Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi (GPM) district,
the Police got tip from an
informer that Dhaniram
has got 210 Kg worth of
‘Ganja’ kept hidden near

‘Maath’ of his father Late
Koduram in Pateratola.
The Narcotics Cell of
GPM nabbed Dhaniram
alias Munna S/o Gorelal
Sahu (64) from Pateratola
of Marwahi and filed a
case under section 20 B of
NDPC Act against him.

In the same way the
Police was able to seize 21
kg ‘Gnaja’ from trolley bag
and cloth bag of a minor
boy near Pendra Road rail-
way station and in this
case two other accused
were absconding and were
later arrested in investiga-
tion by the Marwahi
Police.

The two absconding ar-
rested are Ravi Kumar
Rathore S/o Ramlal
Rathore (20) and
Abhishekh Rathore S/o
Ramlal Rathore (22).

Ganja worth Rs 8 lakh
seized from Chilfi

Another lot of 210
kg seized from
Marwahi

Raipur, May 27: Free inter-
nal bus service has been start-
ed in the campus of Indira
Gandhi Agriculture
University for the conven-
ience of the university stu-
dents and employees. Under
the free bus service, bus will
be operated in four rounds
during the office hours from

the old Agricultural
Engineering College located
in the Agricultural University
campus to the administrative
building of the Agricultural
University. Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University’s
Board of Management mem-
bers Anand Mishra, Bodhram
Kanwar, Valri Chandrakar
and Vice Chancellor Dr
Girish Chandel inaugurated
the internal bus service by
flagging off the bus.

Managing Board members
and Vice Chancellor Dr
Chandel travelled in the bus
along with senior administra-
tive officers, deans and other
staff to inspect facility of in-
ternal bus service. Indira
Gandhi Agricultural

University campus is located
at village Jora and Labhandi
in about three kilometer
length on National Highway
53. Due to great distance be-
tween Agricultural College,
Agricultural Engineering
College, Food Technology
College, various hostels, dis-
pensary, administrative build-
ings of the University and
other offices located in the
University campus spread
over an area of ??more than
400 acres, students and staff
have to face inconvenience in
moving from one end to an-
other. Now with availability of
internal bus service the stu-
dents and employees can get
free transportation facility in
the university campus.

Internal bus service started in
Agricultural University campus

Board of Management
members and Vice
Chancellor flag off bus 

University students
and employees to
get free transport
facility
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Raipur, May 27: It was
timely decision by the
RPF ladies police at the
Raipur Railway Station
that on finding a preg-
nant woman crying in
pain for help at the
Raipur Railway Station
on developing delivery
pains was rushed to the
Ambedkar Hospital safe-
ly calling an ambulance
and saved her and baby’s
life.

As per news in this re-
gard, the RPF ladies po-
lice on finding a pregnant
woman falling on the
platform due to severe
pregnancy pains, covered
her all around with a sari
and tried to get the baby
delivered at the station.
Here ASI Rituja
Bhalekar, Arvind Singh,

Amar Jyoti Sahu togeth-
er boosted the morale of
the woman, but it was in
vain. Finding her health
getting deteriorated, the
ladies RPF police decided
to take her to a hospital
nearby.

The laidies RPF police
caught hold of the preg-
nant woman and ran out-
side the station and sent
her to Ambedkar
Hospital calling 102
Ambulance. Sources in-
formed that the woman is
undergoing treatment in
the hospital.

RPF police informed
that Jalakanti Mahanand
was on way to Balangir-
Odisha along with his
husband Dhaneshwar
Mahanand and it was at
the Raipur Railway sta-
tion her health deterio-
rated and she started get-
ting severe delivery pains
and was safely rushed to
the hospital due to
prompt decision and
presence of female RPF
police personnel.

Pregnant woman rushed
to hospital on developing

delivery pain
By ladies RPF police
at Raipur Railway
Station

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2277::  Three students of
IIIT-Naya Raipur have been selected
by Google, for the ‘Google Summer
of Code Internship (GSoC’22)’, a
global program focused on bringing
new contributors to Open-Source
Software Development. Divyansh
Kushwaha, Saumya Ranjan Patnaik,
and Khushi Agrawal are among the
1209 students globally, who have
been selected to work on different
softwares of Google. 

As part of GSoC internship, stu-
dents get a chance to work with an
Open-Source organization, on a
three-month programming project.
Students are paired with a mentor
from the participating organization,
giving them exposure to real-world
software development and tech-
niques. The students also earn a
stipend, while working in the areas

of their interest. During the period,
the students have to write the code,
and participate in two mid-evalua-
tions by the mentors, on the
progress of their work. 

Divyansh has been selected for
working on the project ‘Migrate
AsyncTask to KotlinCoroutines’ for
AnkiDroid, an android application
that facilitates learning things
using flashcards; Saumya will be
working on the project ‘Integration
of Swaywm with Regolith’ for
CCExtractor Development, a Linux
Software; and Khushi will be work-
ing on the project ‘CuPy Coverage
of SciPy Functions’. CuPy is a high-
performance GPU library used in
many projects related to Deep
Learning, NLP, Data Science,
Quantum Computing, and many
more. The selection procedure for

the Google Summer of Code pro-
gram entails students submitting
proposals to one or two participat-
ing organizations, describing the
details of the project that they
wish to do for that organization in
the internship period and their
past experiences. On the basis of
these proposals, organizations
select the most promising applica-
tions. In contributing to open-
source organizations, communica-
tion is the key and mentors are a
core part of the program. 

Congratulating the students,
Dr. Rajarshi Mahapatra, Dean
Academics, said that the insti-
tute’s focus is to motivate the stu-
dents to solve complex problems
and make the society a better
place to live and this is an example
of the same.

IIIT-NR students selected
for GSoC’22 internship
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RIVER WITH WATER HYACINTH

The city’s lifeline is now-a-days getting flooded with water Haycinth and it’s cleaning is underway.
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Jagdalpur, May 27: At
Adivasi Sammelan held
in Jagdalpur on Thursday,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel made several im-
portant announcements
for the development of
Bastar as per the expecta-
tions and demands of
local public representa-
tives and local communi-
ty. Chief Minister sanc-

tioned 4 acres of land and
an amount of Rs 1 cr to
Bhatra Samaj for con-
struction of a community
building. Chief Minister
has approved recognition
of BADAL as college affil-
iated to Khairagarh
Music University, an
amount of Rs 10.42 cr for
construction of a hostel of
150-seat capacity at
Gyangudi for tribal stu-
dents, besides the sanc-
tioned amount for organ-
izing cultural programs
in BADAL has been in-
creased from Rs.25 lakh to
Rs.1 crore.

On this occasion, Chief
Minister also announced
that the National Tribal
Music Festival will be or-
ganized every year in
Bastar on the lines of
National Tribal Festival.
He said that representa-
tives of various tribal
communities will be in-

cluded in advisory com-
mittee of Amcho Bastar
Heritage Society and this
society would be given
recognition by the govern-
ment, and various tribal
craftsmen, artisans and
artists of all the districts
of Bastar division would
be connected with
BADAL. He announced
that a research center
would be set up under
Bastar University to con-
duct research on tribal
art, culture and traditions
and to establish a life size
statue of martyr Veer
Jhara-Sirha in Sirha
Bhawan.

While addressing the
tribal convention (Adivasi
Sammelan), Chief
Minister said that our
government is continu-
ously moving ahead with
our valuable resources of
trust, development and se-
curity. We have returned
the land acquired from
the farmers in
Lohandiguda. 65 types of
minor forest produce are
being procured on sup-
port price and value addi-
tion work has also been
started for the financial
betterment of forest
dwellers.

Chief Minister further
said that besides waiving
off the loans of farmers
and procuring paddy at
the highest price,

Government has provided
employment to local
youth through mini PSCs.
PESA law is already in
force in Chhattisgarh,
while the rules of PESA
law will be approved in
the upcoming cabinet.

Chief Minister said
that our government’s en-
deavour is to ensure avail-
ability of community
buildings for all the com-
munities. The communi-
ties that do not have build-
ings, would be allocated
land/building soon. Our
government is making
sincere efforts to save the
culture and traditions of
Bastar. Establishment of
Devgudi has been an-
nounced in every Gram
Panchayat. BADAL has
been established to pre-
serve the identity of
Bastar. Folk art, songs,
dances are being scripted
and digitized here for the
coming generations. On
this occasion, Minister in-
charge of the district Mr.
Kawasi Lakhma, MP Mr.
Deepak Baij,
Parliamentary Secretary
Mr. Rekhchand Jain,
President of Bastar
Development Authority
Mr. Lakheshwar Baghel
were present, along with
other public representa-
tives and a large number
of people of tribal com-
munities.

CM made many important announcements
at Jagdalpur Adivasi Sammelan

Jagdalpur, May 27:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel today inspected
Swami Atmanand
Government English
School (SAGEMS) in
Jagdalpur and during his
visit, a kid named Rashmi
Dahria asked Chief
Minister to tell them more
about Swami Atmanand
ji, after whom their school
has been named. In his af-
fectionate response to the
curiosity of little Rashmi,
Chief Minister stood in
front of the Black Board
and explained the chil-
dren in detail about the
inspirational life of
Swami Atmanand.

Chief Minister told the
children that Swami
Atmanand was born in
Raipur, his father’s name
was Shri Dhaniram
Verma. He was a freedom

fighter and teacher.
Swami Atmanand ji had
joined the Quit India
Movement on Mahatma
Gandhi’s call. After which
he had lost his job and
was even arrested. He
stayed with Gandhiji at
Wardha Ashram. When
Swami Atmanand was 4
years old, he used to sing
the favorite bhajan of
Mahatma Gandhi-
Raghupati Raghav Raja
Ram on Harmonium in
Wardha Ashram. He was
very intelligent, was a
gold medalist from
Nagpur in MSc Maths.
During his stay in
Vivekananda Ashram in
Nagpur, he felt inspired to
follow the path shown by
Swami Vivekananda. He
had secured his position
in the top ten scorers in
the ICS exam. But he did
not become a collector, in-
stead he joined Swami

Vivekananda Ashram.
Vivekananda also lived in
Raipur in his childhood.
After Calcutta, he spent
most of his life in Raipur.

Swami Atmanand ji
worked hard and opened
an ashram in Raipur. But
at that time, famine had
struck the region.
Swamiji spent all the
money deposited for the
ashram in the service of
the famine victims.
Because Vivekananda
used to say that service to
the poor is the service of
God. He opened ashrams
in various places includ-
ing Indore, Bhilai,
Amarkantak.

When he met Mrs.
Indira Gandhi, she told
him that people of
Abujhmad are deprived
for government schemes.
She requested him to
open an ashram in
Abujhmad. In the same

sequence, Swami ji
opened an ashram and a
school in Narayanpur. For
the first time, seven chil-
dren of Abujhmad had
made it to the merit list of
Bastar Division. All seven
of the children who were
studying under his guid-
ance had successfully
made it to the merit list.
Swami Atmanand ji had
made major contribution
to the field of education.
His discourses used to be
inspirational. He was a
great reformer, and a
great thinker. This is the
reason why their school
was named after Swami
Atmanand ji. Glad to
learn about the life of
Swami Ji, children ap-
plauded at the end of
Chief Minister’s narra-
tion.

Chief Minister directed
the Collector to take stu-
dents of Swami
Atmanand School,
Jagdalpur to the ashram
established by Swami
Atmanand in
Narayanpur. He also gave
instructions to include a
section of of Swami
Atmanand’s books in the
school library and to
make the audio clips of
Swamiji’s inspiring dis-
courses available for the
children.

‘CM narrates the story of Swami Atmanand’s life in detail’
‘When a student
asked CM that our
school is named
after Swami
Atmanand ji, can you
tell us about him’

CM motivates chil-
dren to take inspira-
tion from the lives of
great personas
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Jagdalpur: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
reached Indira
Priyadarshini Stadium at
Jagdalpur District
Headquarters. He inaugu-
rated the newly-built
sports ground. Parsing the
sports ground, Mr. Baghel
said that this playground
would prove to be a mile-

stone in shaping the sports
talents of Bastar and gain-
ing recognition at national
and international level by
providing them necessary
sports facilities. Chief
Minister gave a morale
boost to the players by
playing lawn tennis with
them. Mr. Baghel enthusi-
astically said that I will
play all the games in the
ground.

CM inaugurates newly-built sports ground at Jagdalpur
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Raipur, May 27: School
Education Secretary Dr. S.
Bharathidasan  reviewed
the progress of the work of
the School Education
Department in the State
Council of Educational
Research and Training re-
garding quality education
for the students and the re-
sponsibility of the offi-
cers.

The Secretary of School
Education said that more
and more opportunities
for expression will have to
be provided for the person-
ality development of the
students. For this a 15-
minute prayer meeting
should be organized daily

before the class starts. In
this, in addition to the na-
tional anthem, the reading
of the main points of the
newspaper should be
given to the students, op-
portunities should be
given for expression on the
given titles - folk songs,
folklore, folktales, folk
crafts etc. The students
with the best performance
in the unit test should be
given the responsibility of
organizing prayer meet-
ings at the end of each
month. Dr.
Bharathidasan has ex-
pressed his awareness
about the state’s educa-
tion system. After observ-

ing the calendar prepared
for Swami Atmanand
English medium schools,
he was instructed to pre-
pare a similar calendar
for Hindi medium
schools.

For quality monitoring
of education, instruc-
tions were given for mod-
ule creation, guidelines
and training for DMC,
BRCS, Assistant Block
Education Officer and
Cluster Coordinators in-
cluding District
Education Officer, Block
Education Officer, and
Cluster Coordinators. Dr.
Bharathidasan said that
instead of organizing sep-
arate programs for reme-
dial education, 15 min-
utes should be focused on
the basic skills and weak
points of the students.
Students should be as-
sessed after each unit of
teaching. For this a ques-
tion paper of maximum
40 minutes should be pre-

pared based on the blue
print of the main exami-
nation. He said that unit
wise examination can be
taken in the last week of
every month or in the
first week of next month.
Evaluation of answer
books by teachers.

School Education
Secretary said that bag-
less classes should be con-
ducted every Saturday to
ensure the development
of expression skills
among the students and
to ensure the use of help-
ful study materials made
by the council. In the
present circumstances, it
is necessary to observe
the conduct and behavior
of the students. Change
will not be possible only
by studying and teaching
books, but teachers will
also have to present excel-
lent behavior and con-
duct, so this point should
be given importance in
every teacher training.

Give more opportunities for expression to students
for personality development:  Dr. Bharathidasan

School Education
Secretary reviews
progress of School
Education
Department work

Jagdalpur: As a re-
sponse to the school clo-
sure, youth of
Dabaguda village of
tribal-dominated Bastar
district undertaken a
unique initiative of
starting a learning cen-
ter to ensure uninter-
rupted learning of chil-
dren during the time of
Covid-19 pandemic. A
total of 32 children were
provided education
along with sports activi-
ties for their holistic de-
velopment in this learn-
ing center opened as per
the instructions of dis-
trict collector. Jeevan
Das, a class 5 student,
showed Chief Minister
his learning center. He
also displayed his sport
skills in traditional

games like ‘gilli danda’
and ‘bhaura’ (spinning
top). Lastly, he said that
I like skipping rope.
‘Aap bhi kud kar
dikhao’, he innocently
asked Chief Minister.
Mr. Baghel decided to
skip some rope on his
sweet request. Chief
Minister also enjoyed
playing ‘gilli-danda’ and
spinning top with the
children, which made
them excited and happy.

“This child is very tal-
ented. Get him admitted
in Atmanand English
Medium School”, Chief
Minister said.

A village youth in-
formed that the blend of
education and sports ac-
tivities have led to rapid
development of chil-
dren. They come happi-
ly to the Learning
Center. We make them
study and play games as
well.

CM tries his hands
on skipping a rope 
On the request of
little boy Jeevan
Das Baghel

Raipur: The most impor-
tant thing to keep in mind
while playing chess is pre-
dicting the next move of
the opponent and then
moving forward. Today, the
Chief Minister shared
such Checkmate tips about
Chess with the young
brothers Manas Tiwari
and Priyansh Tiwari who
were playing against each
other. The two children
were totally immersed in
planning their next move.
When the Chief Minister
approached them, he said
to Manas - “You are look-
ing at me while your camel

is gone”. The Chief
Minister’s remark put a
smile on everyone’s face,
including the two brothers.
The Chief Minister sur-
veyed the game played by
Avni Jena and Adnan play-
ing alongside Manas and
Priyansh.

He attentively gazed at
the chessboard for some
time and advised Priyansh
to move his minister for-
ward. The Chief Minister
was told that the four chil-
dren are State chess play-
ers. He praised the chil-
dren and encouraged them
to play well.

CM shares checkmate tips with
brothers Manas and Priyansh

Raipur, May 27: CAIT
National Vice President
Amar Parwani, chairman
Mangelal Maloo, Amar
Gidwani, State President
Jitendra Doshi, State
Working President, Vikram
Singh Deo, Parmanand
Jain, Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary,
Suriender Singh, State
Working General Secretary
Bharat Jain, State
Treasurer Ajay Agrawal
and state media incharge
Sanjay Choubey informed
the Confederation of All
India Traders  ( CAIT) & its
affiliate body Akhil
Bhartiya Khadya Tel
Vyapar Mahasangh (
ABKVM) in a joint state-
ment has complimented
Central Government for lift-
ing custom duty on import
of crude soyabin and crude
sunflower . This decision of
the Government is an effort
to curb inflation and provid-
ing relief to people of India-
said CAIT National Vice
President Mr. Amar
Parwani & State President
Mr. Jitendra Doshi .

Mr. Parwani & Mr. Doshi
said that inflation in India
is at an all time high. The
lifting of import duty on
crude oil and ban on export
of sugar will certainly

bring down inflation and
common men will be bene-
fitted. Both the trade lead-
ers said that under the lift-
ing of import duty on crude
oil , the Government has
specified that the persons
willing to import will have
to take a license TRQ and
will be allowed to import in
proportion of their annual
consumption which seems
to be right. But, it is all the
more necessary that the
Govt. must ensure that as
per the wish of the Govt.,
the advantage of the step
should go to consumers and
the importers should note
keep this benefit with them.
Both Mr. Parwani  &  Mr.
Doshi  suggested that the
Government should draw a
monitoring mechanism
under which the importers
should be directed to inform
about the price of the fin-
ished product before and
after lifting of the duty so
that it must be crystal clear
that the benefit has been
passed on to consumers. Mr.
Doshi  & Mr. Doshi said that
another landmark decision
of the Government is to ban
export of sugar which is
also another pragmatic
step. It is to be noted that
works over Argentina is the
largest exporter of sugar.

Lifting of duty on Crude Oil  & ban on
Sugar export will curb inflation: CAIT

Raipur, May 27: On the
occasion of Jhiram
Tribute Day on May 25,
the officers-employees of
the Ministry, including the
police personnel engaged
in security, the State Bank
of India and the post office
personnel of Mantralaya
premises observed a si-
lence of two minutes, for
people representatives
and security force person-
nel who were martyred in
the Naxalite violence.
Along with this, they also
took an oath to develop
Chhattisgarh state as an

island of peace. The staff
paid tribute to the people’s
representatives, senior of-
ficials, security forces per-
sonnel and all other who
were martyred in Naxal
violence in Jhiram Valley
on May 25, 2013, as well as
in the tradition of non-vi-
olence and tolerance in
their state. Keeping firm
faith, took an oath to
staunchly oppose all
forms of Naxalism and vi-
olence and to remain de-
termined to make the
state an island of peace
again.

Officials, employees of Mantralaya
pay tribute to martyrs

National Tribal
Music Fest to be
organized in Bastar
every year, on the
lines of National
Tribal Festival

BADAL Academy
affiliated to
Khairagarh
University
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DDhhaammttaarrii,,  MMaayy  2277::    Under the
Mukhyamantri Samaj Kanya
Vivah Yojana (MSKVY) in the last
three years, hands of more than
167 girls have turned yellow, at a
cost of Rs 41 lakh 75 thousand. In
this financial year, a target has
been set to get 50 girls married by
the month of June.  

It is noteworthy that with the
objective of preventing wasteful
expenditure and making the
daughters of poor families mar-
ried on time, the Chief Minister

Kanya Vivah Yojana has been
started by the government, under
this the girls of the family living
below the poverty line are being
given the benefits of government
schemes by getting them mar-
ried.  If sources are to be be-
lieved, 74 girls were married in
the year 2019-20, meanwhile, in
the year 2020-21, the marriage
program was affected due to the
Corona crisis, but after the situa-
tion becomes normal, the govern-
ment is providing its benefits to
the re-eligible families under the
scheme.  According to a report,
against the target of marrying
100 girls in the year-2021-22, the
Department of Women and Child
Development has got 93 girls

married. Similarly, in the year
2022-23, a target has been set to
get 50 girls married by June 8. For
this, in all the blocks of Dhamtari,
Nagri, Kurud, Magarlod and
Bhakhara, with the help of
Mitanin, Anganwadi assistants
and employees of the supervisor
team, survey is being done in vil-
lage-village and registration of
married couples is being done. 

On the other hand, according
to the departmental officers, spe-
cial vigilance is being taken re-
garding the quality of marriage
material. It has been told that this
year, the purchase of utensils in-
cluding utensils is being done
through the e-standard contract-
ed by the government. 

Congmen to observe Choubey’s birthday today
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Dhamdha, May 27: The
cabinet Minister and
State's WRD and
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey will be
celebrating his 65th birth-
day on May 28 and for
which there is great deal of
enthusiam among the
Congress party workers.

On occasion of his
birthday in 2017-18 a mas-
sive 'Kissan Sammelan'

was organised in
Dhamdha and all the party
workers celebrated the
same with great enthuasi-
asm. But in last three
years, due to Corona pan-
demic, no major pro-
gramme was held and to
compensate the same, all
the party workers from
Saja VS area are planning
to celebrate his birthday
with full enthusiasm.

In this series, variety of
programmes will be or-
ganised on May 28 in
Dhamdha. Under this for
long-life and longevity of
the Minister Ravindra
Choubey, 'puja-havan' will

be organised in city's
Trimurti Mahamaya
Mandir from 9:00 am to
11:00 pm. Further from

11:00 pm to 3:00 pm,
'matha-lass' (curd prepara-
tion) and biscuits and
fruits will be distributed at
main road in Dhamdha.

Further to celebrate the
occasion, a total of 101
Congmen will donate
blood from 12:00 noon at
Dhamdha Hospital and
after which in the pres-
ence of Cabinet Minister
Ravindra Choubey cake
will be cut with his hands
in the Agriculture
Department premises and
the people present will be
distributed 'sweets'.

The Minister Ravindra
Choubey being present in

the Hospital premises will
be meeting party workers
and leaders and general
public from 1:00 pm.
Further he will be meeting
members of 'Phal-Sabji
Mandi Vayapari' of
Dhamdha and members of
Sen Samaj will be organis-
ing programmes on
Choubey's birthday.

DCC general Secy. Rajiv
Gupta, BCC President SK
Verma, District Panchayat
member Shamshir
Qureshi have made an ap-
peal to all the party work-
ers and leaders of
Congress to be present in
large number.

‘One of Sukma district
reborn after 32 years’
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Konta, May 27: A village
has been reborn in Sukma
district as the electricity
has now reached Kolaiguda
Virabhatti, which is called
the severely Naxal affected
area in the district. The
road reached Kolaiguda
and Jaggavaram, where
people had climbed the lad-
der of development before
1990. Then there was road,
electricity and also the pace
of development, but from
the year 1990, the Naxalites

had misled the innocent
tribals and pushed them to
the pit of poverty and illit-
eracy. The Konta Injaram
from which the
Jagargunda National
Highway had lost its exis-
tence from the season 1990,
that existence and the hap-
piness of the villagers was
reborn under the direction
of Sukma S.P Sunil
Sharma. Today we saw
tears in the eyes of village
elders, but these tears are
not of any sorrow but that
of happiness.

‘Kala-Jattha’ performs
before villagers
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Bhaisbod, May 27: The
members of 'Janhit
Chintak Sewa Sahakari
Samiti' (JCSSS) made pres-

entation of government's
flagship schemes through
'Kala-Jattha' programme.
The 'Kala-Jattha' team
through cultural pro-
grammes gave informa-
tion about government
schemes to the villagers
present. Along with this
they also informed about
the benefits of the schemes
thorugh songs and music.

On this occasion Sarpanch
Mineshwari Dilip Sahu,
Kala-Jattha team director
KK Sinha, Dilip Sahu
Panch, Seema
Dhruvanshi, Chandrika
Sahu, Ishwar Sahu,
Manohar Sahu, Santosh
Nagarchi, KK Sahu, Ravi
Sahu, Kumbhakaran Sahu
and other villagers were
present.

Earlier had never seen such huge
amount of money: Sumani
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Jagdalpur, May 27: In re-
sponse to Chief Minister's
question at Bhent-Mulaqat
programme, Sumani
Baghel told that her self-
help group is presently
doing the minor forest pro-
duce collection work
under Van Dhan Yojana.
Under this scheme, they
collect Harra, Bahera,
Giloy, Mahua, Tamarind
etc. She told Chief
Minister that two year ago,
we had no work no job, but
now after associating with
this scheme, we have be-
come financially empow-

ered. Earlier we had not
even seen such a big
amount of money, but
today we are capable of
purchasing goods worth
up to Rs 12 to 15 lakhs.
Earlier middlemen would
purchase forest produce
from villagers at low cost
and make huge profit by
selling it on a higher price.
But ever since minimum
support price has been set
for these forest produce,
villagers are earning bet-
ter profits.

Sumani further in-
formed Chief Minister
that earlier, traders used to
procure tamarind from
the villagers at the rate of
Rs.25, but now villagers
are making good profit by
selling this tamarind to us
at the rate of Rs.33/kg.
This scheme has made all
of us financially empow-
ered. Earlier we women
used to depend on our hus-
bands for the fulfillment of
daily needs. She further
told that this financial in-

dependence has boosted
our self-confidence, so
much that we are boldly
expressing our thoughts,
opinions and needs with-
out any hesitation. Chief
Minister Mr. Baghel appre-
ciated and applauded
Sumani's work and also
congratulated her for her
growth.

During the discussion,
Sumani told that her self-
help group has 10 women

members and when all of
them are free from farm-
ing work, they work for 2
to 3 months and earn good
profit from this scheme.
She told Chief Minister
that two years ago the cost
of Tendu leaves was Rs.250
but now its value is Rs.400,
because of which we have
started earning an addi-
tional income of Rs.150.
She thanked Chief
Minister for Van Dhan
Yojana, on behalf of the
women group, the women
of the village and the
women of the state. On
being asked by Chief
Minister, Mrs. Soni told
that she has her husband,
her mother-in-law and two
children in the family.
Mahua is bought from the
villagers at the support
price of Rs 35,. Earlier her
children used to study in
English Medium School
but after lockdown due to
pandemic, she got them
enrolled in local govern-
ment school.

Health camp organized by
the health department

Konta, May 27: A health
camp was organized in vil-
lage Medwahi by Penta
Health Wellness Center in
Sukma district. For the
control and prevention of
communicable-non-com-
municable diseases like
malaria, malnutrition,
anemia, cold and cough,
health camps are being or-
ganized by the health de-
partment in remote areas.

In order to save the peo-
ple of the inner area from
the disease in the camp, a
total of 151 people in the
village panchayat
Medawahi or its sur-
roundings were tested for
health in a one-day camp
organized by the Health
Department.

After identifying the pa-
tients of seasonal illness,
cold, cough, fever, and
other diseases, the vil-

lagers who came to this
camp were distributed
medicines to the patients
as per the requirement
after treatment. Giving
information, Dr. Ved
Prakash Sahu said that 20
dental patients, 13
cataract, 4 vision related
patients have been found
in this camp. Also, NCD

screening of 60 people was
done in this camp, in
which 6 patients of high
BP have been found. After
the test, medicines have
been given as per the re-
quirement.

In the camp organized
for the rural people, pa-
tients of many other dis-
eases including seasonal

diseases were identified.
Villagers are happy with
the benefit of health camp
in the interior area. In
this camp, Dr. Ved
Prakash Sahu, Dr. Yogesh
Pankara BDS, CHO
Manendra Kurre, Pawan
Kosma wa staff were pres-
ent from Viva
Department.

Ramayan teaches the art of living 
life: Acharya Vaishnav

Central Chronicle News

Birkoni, May 27: A three-
day 'Ramayan Manas Gaan
Samaroh' was organised at
'Leela Rangmanch' at
Bazar Chowk in Birkoni at
4:00 pm on Thursday. In
this programme, idols of
Lord Shri Ram, Mata Sita
and Lord Hanuman were
established.

At the inauguration of
'Manas Gaan', first the
idols of all the Gods and
Goddesses were offered
prayers and traditional
lamp was lighted.

First Ram Mandir
Acharya Laxaminarayan
Vaishnav appealed the
devotees present to adopt
the ideals of Lord Shri
Ram into one's life and to
live with love and harmony
and benevolence and hear
recital of

'Ramcharitramanas', as it
is the 'Ramayan' only
which is the only 'Bhakti
Marg' (path) in this
'Kalyug' (present era). The
image of Lord Shri Rama
always motivates and influ-
ences anyone.

Acharya L Vaishnav fur-
ther said that Ramayan is a
well-known epic and high-
lights rich ancient tradi-
tions and culture. On hear-
ing excerpts from
Ramayan, the sins and ha-
tred in one's life gets omit-
ted. The epic Ramayan tells
the people about the story,
journey and life of Lord
Shri Ram. It was with Lord
Shri Ram's personality
traits that he started the
friendship mode with
Sugriv and today it is one
of the most valued tradi-
tions in Chhattisgarh.

But with passing of this,

such traditions and culture
are slowly getting extinct
and to keep it alive is every-
body's responsibility. The
cultural tradition of
'Manas Gaan' still influ-
ences a common person
and if a person bows and
takes blessings of his or
her parents that the sins of
last seven births gets elimi-
nated.

This type of programme
provides an opportunity to

the younger generation on
how to live their life. It
clearly shows the type of
relationship between two
brothers; of son towards
his mother; of mother to-
wards her son or daughter
and all this bring peace and
prosperity in the home.

'Manas Gaan' is symbol
of rural culture and in the
state's culture it resides
and lives in the mind of the
people of state for last

many years. In the villages
there are many 'Ramayan
Mandlis', who presents the
excerpts from the epic
Ramayan in an interesting
manner and keeps the au-
dience and devotees stick
to one place for hours.

In this three-day pro-
gramme, Acharya in-
formed that the 'Manas
Mandlis' will sing, play in-
struments, sing 'bhajans'
and Acharyas will deliver

discourses highlighting
about the life, struggle and
journey of Lord Shri Ram.
In the next three days,
Birkoni would turned alike
'Ayodhyay', where only dis-
cussions about Lord Shri
Ram will be held and are
mesmerized with excerpts
from the epic Ramayan.

On this occasion one of
the founders of Ramayan
Manas Gaan - Harimohan
Das Vaishnav, Gulab
Kanouje, Bhola
Chandrakar, Umesh
Chandrakar, Deepak
Vaishnav, Bhupendra
Chandrakar, Mangloo
Nishad, Chuku
Chandrakar, Mannu Pade,
Sukalu Nishad, Dayanand
Dhruvanshi, Nohar
Dhruvanshi, Suddheram
Sen, Dilip Yadav, Prakash
Chandrakar and other vil-
lagers were present.

p To donate blood 
and distribute fruits
to patients

p Fifty more to get
married in June

p To give information
about govt schemes
through cultural prog
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At Medawahi in the interior areas of Sukma district

p But now we are 
purchasing goods 
of worth upto Rs 12
to 15 lakh

p Women are becom-
ing financially inde-
pendent through
Van Dhan Yojana

MLA, Collector inspect devp works

Central Chronicle News

Bijapur, May 27: MLA
and V-P Bastar
Development Authority
(BDA) Vikram Shah
Mandavi and Collector
Rajendra Kumar Katara
conducted inspection of
various development

works in Named,
Mingachal and Kuturu
and gave necessary in-
structions to the con-
cerned officers present.

During visit to
Mingachal Anicut, Named
Gouthan, fish hatchery
under construction,
health centre, and other
development works, the of-
ficer duo gave instruc-
tions to the in-charge pres-
ent.

They held discussions

to increase economic ac-
tivities in Gouthans
through SHGs. Similarly
instructions were given to
preserve the historical
heritages in Kuturu and
inspected parks and other
places.

For the declarations
made during CM's visit for
various development
works, the officer duo gave
instructions to Tehsildar
Jugal Kishore Patel to
identify land for the same.

p In Mingachal, 

Named, Kuturu

The village which was developed in the 90s was pushed
into darkness by the Naxalites and after 32 years with
the efforts of the administration and police, electricity
reached the village again.

167 girls married under MSKVY

JAISHANKAR MEETS SZIJJARTO

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar meets Hungarys Minister of Foreign Affairs
Peter Szijjarto, in New Delhi.

Sambhaji Chhatrapati pulls out of RS poll race;
blames Uddhav for no support from Shiv Sena

Mumbai, May 27 (PTI):

Sambhaji Chhatrapati, a
descendant of Shivaji
Maharaj and prominent
Maratha leader, on Friday
pulled out of the race for
the upcoming Rajya Sabha
polls, days after he an-
nounced that he would
contest the election as an
independent candidate.

Speaking to reporters
here, he claimed that his
decision to not contest the
election was aimed at pre-
venting “horse-trading”,
and accused Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray of breaking his
promise on providing Shiv
Sena’s support for his sec-
ond term in the Upper
House of Parliament.

Sambhaji Chhatrapati
had announced that he
would contest the Rajya
Sabha polls as an inde-
pendent candidate and
sought the Sena’s help, but
the party insisted that he
contest as its official can-
didate, which he did not
agree to.

His announcement of
not contesting the Rajya
Sabha election comes a
day after Sena candidates
Sanjay Raut and Sanjay

Pawar filed their nomina-
tion papers.

The former MP said,
“Chief Minister Uddhav
Thackeray had given his
word of support to me, but
he later went back on it. I
am extremely sad about it.
I am no longer in the race
for the Rajya Sabha seat
now.” Six Rajya Sabha
seats from Maharashtra
will go to polls on June 10,
with the opposition BJP
having the numbers to get
two of its candidates elect-
ed. Sambhaji Chhatrapati
was nominated to the
Rajya Sabha in 2016 from
the President’s quota and
his term ended recently.
This time, as the BJP had
less number of MLAs, he
had approached the NCP

and later the Sena for their
support. The Sena and
NCP share power in the
state with Congress as
part of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) govern-
ment. “The Shiv Sena gave
me an offer that if I join
the party, I will get a ticket
for the Rajya Sabha. But I
have already announced
that I will not be a part of
any party. Hence, I did not
accept the offer,” he said.

“My decision to not con-
test the election is not a re-
treat. This is my pride,” he
claimed.

Sambhaji Chhatrapati
had joined the NCP in 2009
and contested the Lok
Sabha elections from
Kolhapur, but lost the seat
to an NCP rebel.

ED summons former JK CM
Farooq Abdullah in money

laundering case

Jammu, May 27:

National Conference
(NC) president and former
Jammu and Kashmir chief
minister Farooq Abdullah
has been summoned by
the ED for questioning in
a money laundering case
in Delhi on May 31, offi-
cial sources said on
Friday.

The questioning is re-
ported to be in connection
with a case of alleged fi-
nancial irregularities in
the Jammu and Kashmir
Cricket Association
(JKCA) that is being
probed by the federal
agency.

The summon has been
issued under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
for appearance at its head-
quarters here on May 31.

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) had in
2020 attached assets worth
Rs 11.86 crore of Abdullah
in this case. The 84-year-
old NC patron has been
questioned by the ED a
number of times in the
case.

Mehbooba urges J&K administration
to help kin of slain TV artist

Srinagar, May 27 (PTI):

PDP president
Mehbooba Mufti on
Friday said she is shocked
that no one from the
Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration has visited
the family of television
artist Amreen Bhat, who
was shot dead by terror-
ists in Budgam district on
Wednesday.

“Visited Ambreen
Bhat’s family. Shocked to
know that no one from LG
admin has bothered to
visit them. A sole bread-
winner, she struggled to
make ends meet. Hope the
govt takes her circum-
stances into consideration
and extends help (sic),”
Mufti said in a tweet after
her visit to Bhat’s family

in Chadoora.
She said the TikTok

starlet was a martyr as she
had lost her life for fending
for her family.

“We believe that anyone
who dies while looking for
a livelihood is a martyr,”
Mufti said.

Asked about the police
claim that the terrorists
involved in the killing of
Bhat were eliminated, the

former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister
said, “It is weird that with-
in 12 to 24 hours of a civil-
ian killing, they claim that
the perpetrators have been
killed. I cannot say any-
thing more on it.”

Mufti said while inno-
cent people like Amreen
Bhat, Kashmiri Pandit em-
ployee Rahul Bhat and
civilian Shoaib Ganaie are
getting killed day in and
day out, the Centre is
going hammer and tongs
with its claims that nor-
malcy has returned to
Jammu and Kashmir.

“The situation has only
worsened as the govern-
ment is continuing with
its muscular policy of op-
pression and suppres-
sion,” she said.

Not serious: Raj CM on
minister’s ‘free me’ tweet

Jaipur, May 27 (PTI) : 

Gehlot plays down upset
minister’s tweet, says
should not be taken seri-
ously. A day after
Rajasthan sports minister
asked to be relieved from
his post over the conduct
of the CM’s principal sec-
retary, Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot on Friday
said Ashok Chandna’s
tweet should not be taken
seriously as he might be
under pressure due to the
workload.

Chandna on Thursday
expressed anguish over
the conduct of Gehlot’s
principal secretary, refer-
ring to him as the “minis-
ter of all the depart-
ments”, and said he would
prefer being removed as a

minister. Chandna made
his displeasure public
through a tweet, saying he
does not want to hold on to
the “dishonourable” min-
isterial post. Gehlot said
Chandna had organised a
state level sports pro-
gramme earlier and in the
same way, a similar event
— ‘Rural Olympics’ is
going to be held for the
first time in Rajasthan in
which 30 lakh people are
likely to participate.

‘Inept’ Jagan ineligible to continue as
AP CM: Chandrababu Naidu

Ongole (AP), May 27 (PTI):

Telugu Desam Party chief
N Chandrababu Naidu on
Friday tore into the YSR
Congress regime in Andhra
Pradesh over a host of is-
sues and said an “inept” per-
son like Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy was ineligible to con-
tinue as Chief Minister.

“Is any one section of the
society happy with Jagan’s
rule? Except unleashing
vendetta, what has Jagan
done for the people of
Andhra Pradesh in the last
three years,” the former
Chief Minister questioned.

In his inaugural address
at the TDP’s annual con-
clave Mahanadu here,
Naidu gave the call “Quit
Jagan Save Andhra
Pradesh”, exhorting people
to vote out the “scandalous
and ruinous” regime in the
state.

“Jagan is a psychopath.
All his thoughts and actions
are destructive. The state

has suffered heavy damage
in the three years of his rule
so far,” the TDP chief said.

He warned that it would
be the end of good days for
the state if Reddy continued
as Chief Minister. “That is
why I have given the call
‘Quit Jagan Save Andhra
Pradesh’. All sections
should work in unison...and
save the state from further
destruction,” Naidu added.

The former chief minis-
ter recalled that his previ-
ous government spent 52 per
cent of the budget on wel-
fare programmes, which the
present regime cut down to
41 per cent.

“Yet, these people shame-
lessly claim theirs is a wel-
fare government! Where is
all the state’s revenue going?
Where are the central
grants going? What about
the lakhs of crores of ru-
pees borrowed by this gov-
ernment,” Naidu ques-
tioned.

He demanded that the

government publish the
facts on the state’s finances.

While welfare pro-
grammes have been watered
down, the state administra-
tion has completely given up
on any development, the for-
mer CM said. The multipur-
pose Polavaram project, the
lifeline of AP, and the capi-
tal city Amaravati stood tes-
timony to this, Naidu point-
ed out. “There are no roads,
no other infrastructure de-
velopment in the last three
years but the government
has been fleecing people in
the name of one tax or the
other. It is collecting tax
even on garbage,” he said.

This is the first
Mahanadu that the TDP has
organised as a public func-
tion after a gap of three
years. While in 2019, the
Mahanadu was not conduct-
ed because of the party’s
electoral rout, it only did
brief online sessions in 2020
and 2021 because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
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BRIEF

Excise licences 
i New Delhi: Excise li-

cences of hotels, clubs
and restaurants in
Delhi have been ex-
tended till July 31 in
view of a delay in
grant of approval to
the city’s excise policy
for 2022-23 by the
Delhi lieutenant gov-
ernor, officials said on
Friday. In an order is-
sued on Monday, the
excise department of
the Delhi government
extended the Excise
Policy 2021-22 for two
months till July 31.

Protest 
i Kolkata: Demanding

online examinations,
students demonstrat-
ed at the Calcutta
University (CU) on
Friday. Around 200
students demonstrat-
ed outside the varsi-
ty’s main campus at
College Street, claim-
ing that two months of
classroom teaching
was not enough for
finishing the syllabus
of a six-month semes-
ter and holding offline
examinations.
“Classes were held on
campus only for two
months and we are ex-
pected to write papers
based on the whole
syllabus. This is possi-
ble only if exams are
held in an open book
format like the last
two years,” said Arijit
Saha, a student of CU-
affiliated Bangabasi
College.

4 kg gold seized 
i Chandigarh: The

Customs department
has recovered over
four kg gold worth
more than Rs 2 crore
from two passenger
who arrived from
Dubai at the
Chandigarh interna-
tional airport here on
May 25, an official
said on Friday.
Customs officials in-
tercepted a passenger
and found four gold
bricks of one kg each
from his hand bag,
said the official. The
gold bricks were con-
cealed inside a towel,
said the official. The
market value of the
gold was Rs 2.08 crore.

Polling 
i Ranchi: Polling in the

fourth and final phase
of Jharkhand panchay-
at elections is under-
way peacefully amid
tight security, officials
said on Friday. A total
of 19.84 per cent of
58.16 lakh voters have
exercised their fran-
chise in 15,875 polling
stations spread across
1,299 gram panchayats
till 9 AM, they said.
Voting began at 7 AM
and long queues of vot-
ers were seen before
most booths including
those in Maoist-hit
blocks. “People from
every corner of the
state have enthusiasti-
cally participated in
this great festival of
democracy. Best wishes
to all again,” Chief
Minister Hemant
Soren tweeted.

2 women killed
i Pilibhit (UP): Two

women were killed
while another was se-
riously injured after
being hit by a truck
here on Friday, police
said. The incident
took place when the
three women were out
for a morning walk,
they said. The acci-
dent took place in
Bisalpur area of the
district, they said.
Bilaspur Circle officer
Prashant Kumar said
Munni Devi (40),
Nirmala Devi (38) and
Somvati — all resi-
dents of Parsiya vil-
lage — were out on a
morning walk when
they were hit by a
truck from behind.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI):

Thousands of people
from all walks of life took
part in the ‘Yoga Utsav’ or-
ganised at Hyderabad on
Friday to mark the 25-day
countdown to
International Day of Yoga,
an official statement said.

The event was organ-
ised by the Ministry of
Ayush with active support
from Telangana govern-
ment.

The event was aimed at
creating awareness about
various dimensions of
Yoga and its ability to en-
rich human lives, it said.

Telengana Governor Dr
Tamilisai Soundararajan
was the chief guest on the
occasion. Union Minister
for Ayush, Ports, Shipping
and Waterways,
Sarbananda Sonowal,
Tourism and Culture min-
ister G Kishan Reddy were

among those who took
part in the event, the
Ayush ministry statement
said.

The event was conduct-
ed by Morarji Desai
National Institute of Yoga
(MDNIY) under the min-
istry and over 10,000 yoga
enthusiasts performed the
Common Yoga Protocol

(CYP), the statement
claimed.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Sonowal said, “We
must celebrate our rich
heritage by making Yoga a
part of our lives. It enrich-
es our health and mind.”

He said the success of
Friday’s event will give
further momentum to-

wards the 8th
International Day of Yoga
on June 21 in Mysuru
where Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will lead
the elaborate celebrations
of Yoga by enthusiasts and
practitioners across the
world.

The minister said the
idea behind this event is to
encourage people to take
up yoga so that they can
enrich their quality of life,
the statement said.

Sonowal also an-
nounced the ‘Guardian
Ring’ under which yoga
celebrations taking place
across the world will be re-
layed throughout the Yoga
day. Every year, the mis-
sions abroad organise
yoga activities on
International Day of Yoga.

“The ‘Guardian Ring’
activity will string togeth-
er the feed from different
Missions.

Mega event held in Hyderabad to mark
countdown to International Day of Yoga

People perform Yoga asanas, ahead of International Yoga
Day on June 21, at Lal Bahadur Shastri Stadium in
Hyderabad, May 27.

Pharma student
commits suicide
at college hostel 

Durg, May 27 (PTI): A 21-
year-old woman allegedly
committed suicide by
hanging herself in a room
at a hostel of a private col-
lege in Chhattisgarh’s
Durg city on Friday, police
said.

The victim, Yamini
Rajput, was a resident of
Narayan Para and student
of pharmacy at a private
college in the city, Pulgaon
station house officer
(SHO) Pradeep Sori said.

The death came to light
in the morning when the
hostel warden found the
woman hanging with a
scarf around her neck in a
vacant room in the prem-
ises, he said. The police
were subsequently alerted
and the body was sent for
post-mortem, the official
said, adding that no sui-
cide note was recovered. A
case under relevant provi-
sions of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC) has been regis-
tered and further probe
was underway, Sori added.

Caste Census: Battle lines drawn between BJP, Nitish
Patna, May 27:

Bihar will be the first
state in the country to
conduct a caste census.
Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar has called an all-
party meeting at 4 pm on
Wednesday, June 1, to fi-
nalise the modalities for
conducting a state-wide
caste-based census.

Nitish Kumar wanted
to hold this meeting near-
ly nine months ago. Last
August, he had led a dele-
gation of 10 parties from
Bihar — including the
Bharatiya Janata Party
and Lalu Prasad Yadav’s
Rashtriya Janata Dal —
to Delhi, where they had
met Prime Minister
Narendra Damodardas
Modi.

After the meeting,
Nitish Kumar had said
all 10 parties spoke in one
voice about the ‘need’ for
a caste-based census and
asserted that statistics
about different castes
will help formulate devel-
opment schemes effec-

tively as many people
have not benefited so far.

The BJP was not keen
and the all-party meeting
in Bihar was deferred;
Kumar, then, did not
want to antagonise his
powerful ally.

Going by recent devel-
opments, it is clear the
chief minister has made
up his mind to go ahead.

His decision is being
widely considered the re-
sult of his recent proxim-
ity to RJD leader
Tejashwi Yadav, who had
repeatedly demanded an
all-party meeting to dis-
cuss the caste census.

On May 11, in a move
that surprised BJP lead-
ers, Kumar invited
Tejashwi — who is
Leader of the Opposition
in the Bihar assembly —
to his residence where
the two leaders discussed
the caste census in a
meeting that lasted near-
ly an hour.

Nitish Kumar assured
Tejashwi that his govern-
ment is serious about the

census and would call an
all-party meeting at the
earliest to discuss the
matter.

Their meeting took
place after Tejashwi is-
sued a 72 hour ultima-
tum, asking the chief
minister to clarify his
stand on conducting the
caste census in the state.

Lalu, who was under-
going medical treatment
in Delhi after being
granted bail in the fodder
scam case, flew to Patna
on Thursday, May 26, 2022
after the June 1 meeting
was called.

In the past, the RJD has
led protests and fasts de-
manding the caste cen-
sus. Unlike other parties,
it has projected this issue
as part of its agenda.

Since 2015, Lalu has
been demanding that
data from Socio
Economic and Caste
Census 2011 be made pub-
lic to ‘ensure the empow-
erment of all those lag-
ging behind in develop-
ment’.

Mhow (MP), May 27 (PTI): 

At least 11 persons were
injured and 15 motorcycles
suffered damages in a clash
between the members of
two families over some fi-
nancial dispute in Datoda
village of Madhya
Pradesh’s Indore district,
police said on Friday.

After the incident that
occurred on Thursday
night a heavy contingent of
police has been deployed in
the village located in Mhow
tehsil, an official said.

“One Kishore Chohan
along with his eight rela-
tives had a heated argu-
ment with Narendra
Mundel over Rs 2,100.
Kishore and others
roughed up Mundel and
then hurled stones at him

and his house. A motorcy-
cle and a car parked outside
his house were damaged in
the incident,” Simrol police
station inspector
Dharmendra Shivhare
said.

Seething with anger,
Mundel, accompanied by a
mob of around 90 persons,
many of whom were armed
with swords, sticks and
rods, later attacked
Chohan’s group at Dalit
Mohalla and set on fire at
least 14 motorcycles there.
In the attack, one
Shankarlal Chohan, Arjun
Dewda, Surendra Chohan,
Prahlad and four-year-old
Himanshi Chohan were in-
jured, he said.

On the basis of Kishore
Chohan’s complaint,
Narendra Mundel and 85

others were booked under
various sections of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC)
and the Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, Shivhare said.

The other group also
lodged a cross-complaint,
after which a case was reg-
istered against Kishore
Chohan and eight others,
he added.

A d d i t i o n a l
Superintendent of Police
(rural) Shashikant
Kankane said, “Around a
dozen people were injured
in the attack. But thanks to
the timely action by Simrol
police, the matter did not
escalate further. Police
have rounded up several
persons and the situation is
fully under control.”

11 injured, 15 motorcycles damaged in clash
between two families in MP’s Mhow
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PROTEST

Autorickshaw drivers’ union shout slogans during a protest against the rise in 
petroleum prices by the government in Lahore on Friday.

BRIEF
Clean energy

Berlin: The United
States and Germany
signed an agreement
Friday to deepen their
cooperation on shift-
ing from fossil fuels to
renewable energy in
an effort to rein in cli-
mate change. The deal
will see the two coun-
tries work together to
develop and deploy
technologies that will
speed up that clean en-
ergy transition, partic-
ularly in the area of
offshore wind power,
zero-emissions vehi-
cles and hydrogen.
The US and Germany
pledged to also collabo-
rate on promoting am-
bitious climate poli-
cies and energy securi-
ty worldwide.

Death toll rises to 7
Mexico City:
Authorities said
Thursday that the
death toll in a bus
crash in northern
Mexico has risen to
seven. All of the dead
and the 24 injured
were migrants. One of
those killed was a
pregnant woman, and
two of the injured
were minors. No na-
tionalities were imme-
diately available for
the seven dead, but of
those who survived, 11
were from El Salvador,
seven from Honduras
and four from Cuba.
Also injured were one
Panamanian and one
Mexican citizen. The
bus plunged through a
guardrail and down an
embankment in the
northern state of San
Luis Potosi on
Wednesday.

Woman killed 
Charleston (US): A
woman in West
Virginia fatally shot a
man who began firing
an AR-15-style rifle
into a crowd of people
that had gathered for a
party, authorities said.
Dennis Butler, 37, was
killed Wednesday
night after he pulled
out the rifle and began
shooting at dozens of
people attending the
birthday-graduation
party outside an apart-
ment complex in the
city of Charleston, po-
lice said in a state-
ment. The woman,
who was attending the
party, drew a pistol
and fired, killing
Butler, the statement
said. No one at the
party was injured.

London, May 27 (PTI):

There is a lot of interest
among international com-
panies, including in
Britain, for defence manu-
facturing in India because
the world sees the country
as not only a big market-
place but also a safe place
to work, Minister of
Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal said in
London.

The minister, who is on
a two-day visit to the UK
on his way back from the
World Economic Forum
(WEF) in Davos, told PTI
during an India Global
Forum (IGF) event on
Thursday evening that the
defence sector offers a nat-
ural potential investment
opportunity in India be-
cause of the government’s
open policies.

The whole world realis-
es that India is a big mar-
ket place, a safe place to
work with in terms of
manufacturing in defence
equipment, particularly
because we don’t insist on
technology transfer, we

even allow coveted tech-
nologies to be owned fully
by foreign investors, said
Goyal.

There is a lot of interest
in companies around the
world to look at manufac-
turing defence in India.
Defence will be a very nat-
ural potential investment
opportunity in India,
given our large spending
on defence and given also
the fact that we opened our
doors now to invite more
and more companies to
come and manufacture in
India. In fact, there was in-
terest shown by British
companies who would like
to come and invest in India

and we are keen to discuss
further, he said.

The House of Commons
was told earlier this
month that India and the
UK are due to finalise a
“Letter of Arrangement”
to help deliver advanced
security capabilities
through joint research, co-
design, co-development
and joint production of de-
fence technology and sys-
tems.

Goyal, who was in con-
versation with IGF
Founder Manoj Ladwa
across different sectors of
the Indian economy, said
that despite black swan
events” like the Covid-19
pandemic and Russia-
Ukraine conflict, Indians
are looking at the future
with optimism.

There’s a big difference
between the mood in India
and the mood in the rest of
the world. In India, there’s
a lot of excitement about
the future, our young
India is looking at the fu-
ture with great hope and
aspiration, said the Union
minister, who also holds

the Consumer Affairs,
Food & Public
Distribution, and Textiles
portfolios.

Davos, unfortunately,
represented quite a bit of
doom and gloom. Most of
the engagements showed
that participants were
very disturbed, con-
cerned, slightly pes-
simistic about the future
of multilateralism, al-
ready talking about de-
globalisation Challenges
are there to be overcome.
We in India look at the fu-
ture with great optimism,
we believe these things
will also pass as have
many other challenges, he
said. Asked about India’s
ban on wheat exports,
Goyal said the move was
aimed at curbing “specula-
tive hoarding” and to en-
sure the grain gets to the
less developed countries
who need it most.

He stressed that India
exports a very small per-
centage of the world’s sup-
plies and stands ready to
support vulnerable coun-
tries in need.

World sees India as safe place for defence
manufacturing: Piyush Goyal

Wellington, May 27 (AP):

The United States on
Friday won the latest round
of a legal battle to seize a USD
325-million Russian-owned
superyacht in Fiji, with the
case now appearing headed
for the Pacific nation’s top
court.

The case has highlighted
the thorny legal ground the
U.S. finds itself on as it tries
to seize assets of Russian oli-
garchs around the world.
Those intentions are wel-
comed by many governments
and citizens who oppose the
war in Ukraine, but some ac-
tions are raising questions
about how far U.S. jurisdic-
tion extends.

Fiji’s Court of Appeal on
Friday dismissed an appeal
by Feizal Haniff, who repre-
sents the company that
legally owns the superyacht
Amadea. Haniff had argued
the U.S. had no jurisdiction
under Fiji’s mutual assis-
tance laws to seize the ves-
sel, at least until a court
sorted out who really owned
the Amadea.

Haniff said he now plans
to take the case to Fiji’s
Supreme Court and will
apply for a court order to
stop U.S. agents sailing the
Amadea from Fiji before the

appeal is heard.
As part of its ruling, the

appeals court ordered that its
judgment not take effect for
seven days, presumably to
give time for any appeals to
be filed. The U.S. argues that
its investigation has found
that behind various fronts,
the Cayman Islands-flagged

luxury yacht is really owned
by the sanctioned Russian oli-
garch Suleiman Kerimov, an
economist and former
Russian politician.

Kerimov made a fortune
investing in Russian gold pro-
ducer Polyus, with Forbes
magazine putting his net
worth at USD 16 billion.

US wins latest legal battle to
seize Russian yacht in Fiji

United Nations, May 27 (PTI):

Indian peacekeepers, as
well as Blue Helmets from
other nations, pushed
back an attack by an
armed group in Congo, a
top UN official has said,
lauding the peacekeepers’
efforts and proactive role
in countering these as-
saults on the civilian popu-
lation.

India is the second-high-
est military (1,888) and

fifth-highest (139) police-
contributing country to
the United Nations
Organization Stabilization
Mission in the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
(MONUSCO). India has
been among the largest
troop-contributing coun-
tries to the UN peacekeep-
ing missions.

The UN Security
Council has strongly con-
demned the attack on
(MONUSCO) and Forces

arm es de la R publique d
mocratique du Congo
(FARDC) positions by the
Mouvement du 23 mars
(M23) on May 22 in the
area of Shangi, North
Kivu.

UN Under-Secretary-
General for Peace
Operations Jean-Pierre
Lacroix, responding to a
question by PTI on the at-
tack on the UN mission
and peacekeepers from
India and other nations,

said the M23 armed group
has been active in the last
couple of weeks in an area
in eastern Congo.

Indian peacekeepers, to-
gether with others coming
from many other coun-
tries are involved in re-
sponding to the group and
“we appreciate that, he
said. Lacroix said
MONUSCO has been play-
ing a very proactive role in
countering the offensive of
the M23.

UN official praises Indian peacekeepers 
for thwarting attack in Congo

Kyiv, May 27 (AP):
Moscow pressed the West
on Thursday to lift sanc-
tions against Russia over
the war in Ukraine, seeking
to shift the blame for a
growing food crisis that has
been worsened by Kyiv’s in-
ability to ship millions of
tons of grain and other
agricultural products due
to the conflict. Britain im-
mediately accused Russia
of trying to hold the world
to ransom, insisting there
would be no sanctions re-
lief, and a top U.S. diplomat
blasted the “sheer barbari-
ty, sadistic cruelty and law-
lessness of the invasion.
Russian President

Vladimir Putin told Italian
Prime Minister Mario
Draghi that Moscow is
ready to make a significant
contribution to overcoming
the food crisis through the
export of grain and fertiliz-
er on the condition that po-
litically motivated restric-
tions imposed by the West
are lifted,” according to a
Kremlin readout of the

call. Ukraine is one of the
world’s largest exporters of
wheat, corn and sunflower
oil, but the war and a
Russian blockade of its
ports has halted much of
that flow, endangering
world food supplies. Many
of those ports are now also
heavily mined.

Russia also is a signifi-
cant grain exporter, and

Kremlin spokesman Dmitri
Peskov said the West must
cancel the unlawful deci-
sions that hamper charter-
ing ships and exporting
grain.

Russia slams sanctions, seeks to blame West for food crisis

T he government announced a
series of steps aimed at pro-

viding some relief against the un-
precedented commodity price shocks
being felt post the geopolitical esca-
lations. Chief amongst these was an
Rs 8 and Rs 6 cut, respectively in ex-
cise duties on petrol and diesel prices
per litre. Apart from these, a Rs 200
subsidy on LPG cylinders has been
provided under the Ujjwala scheme.
Additionally, customs duties are
being cut on some inputs for plastic
and steel. Finally, export duties are
being hiked on items like pellets, iron
ore, and some steel products. All told,
these constitute a substantial set of
measures and come at just the time
when monetary policy was turning
quite wary of the developing supply-
side inflation dynamics. Importantly,
this also constitutes a signal that the
government is equally committed to
the battle against inflation (media re-
ports suggest more measures may be
taken later if required).

SSoommee  oobbsseerrvvaattiioonnss  
A government unwilling to expand

fiscal deficit through resisting subsi-
dizing parts of the consumer basket
should ordinarily be seen as comple-
menting monetary policy action in
curbing inflation. This is because
monetary policy acts to curb aggre-
gate demand by weighing down on
parts of its components (Private con-
sumption, Investments, Government
consumption, Net exports). As can be
seen, an expansion in government
spending works at cross-currents to
this. Thus by extension, a government

unwilling to expand the deficit is
working in tandem with monetary
policy. However, a different approach
may have been required in the case of
fuel items and some other essential
inputs owing to the risk of a cascade
of these prices through the entire
manufacturing value chain. It is for
this reason, presumably, that
RBI/MPC members seem to have
been encouraging the government to
act. If media reports are to be be-
lieved, it is disappointment on this
front that may have led monetary pol-
icy to come on the front foot on rate
adjustments. A theoretical question
may be asked to clarify the point:
Would the inter-meeting hike have
occurred if the government had an-
nounced these steps ahead of that
meeting?

We don't really know the answer to
the above question. Notwithstanding
that, with a government now seem-
ingly also focused on bearing the bur-
den (and after having made a hefty
'down-payment' on the same with
these latest measures) the pressure
on monetary policy should lessen, ce-
teris paribus. Now, this statement
needs to be interpreted carefully.
After the April policy and before the
May inter-meeting hike, the market
as per the swap curves was pricing in
275 bps hikes over two years from the
overnight rate of 3.75 per cent then.
Around 75 100 bps of these were ex-
pected in year two. Post the inter-
meeting hike, however, the market
started discounting all these hikes
(and a bit more) in year one itself. It is
possible, though not immediately ob-
servable, that the market unwinds
part of the frenzied pace of hikes in
year one that has been priced in the
post the inter-meeting hike.

On the bond curve, post the inter-
meeting hike there was flattening be-
tween 1 and 4 years and between 4
and 10 years. While this makes sense,
the residual spread left between 1
and 4 years was still quite large given
that the spread between 4 and 10
years had reduced materially. If the
market was bringing forward all its

tightening expectations to the next 1
year, then the maximum flattening
pressure should have been felt on the
spread between 1 and 4 years.
Instead, it is a 4 to 10-year spread
that is reduced aggressively while
leaving 1 to 4 years of reasonably
positive sloping. This implied two
things: The market was still pricing in
higher forward rates (2 years and 3
years rates 1 year from now versus
where they were currently), thereby
still expecting year 2 rate hikes unlike
the swap curve; If the reason for this
steepness was just bond supply pre-
mium on yields, then the 10 years and
beyond was heavily ignoring this sup-
ply premium.

GGooiinngg  ffoorrwwaarrdd  
If some of the market's upfronted

rate hike expectations were to unwind
going forward, then it is logical to ex-
pect some giving away also on the 4
10 years flattening that has occurred
just over the past month. In fact, the
market will likely have to price in a
larger bond supply premium as well
given the new fiscal uncertainties
down the line post these (and later
maybe more) fiscal measures. This
will likely put more pressure on this
spread to expand. It is to be noted that
basis recent action, this spread is now
largely in line with the pre-Covid era
and is almost completely ignoring the
additional bond supply premium that
needs to be built in for the new
regime of higher government deficit
over multiple years. Our long-stand-
ing overweight 4 to 5-year strategy
has been stressed heavily over the
past month owing to the market dy-
namics as discussed above. However,
basis our view going forward we think
this segment should now start to
enjoy a relative tailwind as the market
partly unwinds rate hike fears and
builds back bond supply premium. To
be clear, there is little change in our
underlying expectation about the like-
ly rate hike trajectory ahead. We con-
tinue to think that monetary policy-
makers want to achieve a position of
relative neutrality soon enough. This
they seem to have defined around the

pre-Covid repo rate of 5.15%. 
However, unlike the market con-

sensus, we continue to think that the
pace of hikes thereafter will be much
more measured with the repo rate
probably peaking out under the 6%
mark. The premise of this expecta-
tion, as discussed many times before
comes from our assessment of India's
total fiscal and monetary policy re-
sponse post-Covid and the normaliza-
tion already underway for monetary
policy; Our underlying growth trajec-
tory and the characterization of most
of the inflation currently in play;
Central banks' having to hike in what
is a clearly slowing global cycle and
the related point that most of them
are unlikely to have a multi-year ad-
justment runway. Another observa-
tion is noteworthy basis the above.
We find a lot of favour in the market
today for strategies anchored around
the 1-year point. While these may
sound 'surer' in an otherwise volatile
environment, there are nevertheless
2 deficiencies in the argument here in
our view: As noted above, 1 to 4 years
spread is still very large thus implying
quite steep forward curves (3 years 1
year from now, or 2 years from now if
one were to consider 2 years to 4
years spread currently). By focusing
on just 1 year (or 2 years) investors
are effectively not choosing to 'own'
these steep forward curves. Investors
are potentially courting re-invest-
ment risks 1 2 years down the line by
ignoring 4-5 years in favour of 1-2
years. Even if one were to consider
swap pricing (which is excessive in
our view) the rate hike cycle will
probably be done by year 1. Most like-
ly, given what we think and what we
are observing of the global macrocy-
cle, by then the narrative on many
central banks would have materially
changed. The point about reinvest-
ment risk is especially applicable
since, as noted above, the forward
curves are so steep. On a related
note, tactical products like floating
rate bonds may have limited shelf life
as well given the nature of this cycle
as analysed above.
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Another blow 
to Congress 

The resignation of senior

Congress leader Kapil Sibal

from the Congress and filing

nominations for the Rajya

Sabha as an independent can-

didate from Uttar Pradesh

with support from the

Samajwadi Party is a great

loss for the Congress. The 74-

year-old lawyer who held im-

portant responsibility during

UPA 1 and UPA 2 was at logger-

heads with the party leader-

ship for the last few years on

the question of the Gandhi

family holding the post of

presidentship of the party. He,

along with 22 other senior

leaders, wrote to Sonia Gandhi

for a change of leadership in a

democratic way. However, the

matter has not been taken seri-

ously by the party high com-

mand. At last, he resigned

from the Congress on 16th

May. Also Read - E-waste recy-

cling framework Barely after a

week of Hardik Patel's exit

from the party in poll-bound

Gujarat, Kapil's resignation is

a serious matter for the party.

It seems the party, in the inter-

est of Rahul and Priyanka, is

not taking other senior lead-

ers' (except some sycophants')

views seriously. It may not

take many years for the party

to be a national party in the

name only as Rahul Gandhi is

no match to our honourable

Modiji.

Bikash Barpujari via mail

Misuse of power 
As per a media report

"Stadium is emptied, athletes

told to leave so that IAS officer

can walk with dog" made for

shocking and sad reading and

should act as an eye-opener for

all about the misuse of power

by the authority. Unable to un-

derstand, instead of walking

his pet dog in the street, why

Delhi's Principal Secretary

(Revenue) walks his dog with

his wife (assume as per photo)

at the Delhi government-run

Thyagraj Stadium? Moreover,

this is not the recent happen-

ing. That too, over the past few

months, athletes and coaches

have been complaining about

being forced to wrap training

earlier than usual, by 7 pm.

Though the IAS officer con-

cerned said: "I would never

ask an athlete to leave the sta-

dium that belongs to them." If

so, then why did the stadium

guards walk towards the track

at around 6.30 pm, blowing

whistles and ensuring that the

arena was cleared by 7 pm?

Whatsoever, after the India

Express report, Delhi Chief

Minister (CM) Arvind

Kejriwal directs sports facili-

ties to remain open till 10 pm.

But not only the extent of the

time, but the people also want

to know what action has been

taken against the Stadium au-

thority and the main culprit, a

1994-batch IAS officer. Delhi

government should not rely on

both of them, a proper check

and stringent action is a must.

The time extension is only a le-

nient action.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee,

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RReeeemmaa  MMaallhhoottrraa

@@RReeeemmaaMMaallhhoottrraa88

Wishing multi dimensional

icon of the game

@RaviShastriOfc a very

happy birthday. Have a

fantastic year ahead!

#Happybirthday

AANNII@@AANNII

It is estimated that the drone industry
will reach Rs 15,000 crore turnover by
the year 2026. Today, there are 270
drones startups in India: Union Civil
Aviation minister Jyotiraditya M.
Scindia during the two-day Bharat
Drone Mahotsav 2022 in Delhi.

VViinnoodd  TTaawwddee@@TTaawwddeeVViinnoodd

@nitin_gadkari ji has shown by his
work that red tapism can no longer
be a roadblock to development
now. Wishing the man who con-
nected the country with network of
roads and highways, a long &
healthy life !

AAnnuuppaamm  KKhheerr
@@AAnnuuppaammPPKKhheerr

It was so wonderful to
meet #KunalNayyar. Our
very own Delhi Boy. His
warmth touched my
heart.  #BigBangTheory
#Actor #IndiansInLA

TTIIMMEESS  NNOOWW@@TTiimmeessNNooww

#Assam #AssamFloods: Two more deaths push toll to 30, around 5.61 lakh of 12 districts still affectedThe
flood situation in the state is critical as over 5.61 lakh people are still affected in the deluge across seven
districts. According to the latest bulletin, Nagaon is the worst hit district .

PPrreessss  TTrruusstt  ooff  IInnddiiaa@@PPTTII__NNeewwss

There was an environment of
"indifference" towards the use of
technology in governance before
2014 due to which the poor and the
middle class suffered the most,
says Prime Minister Narendra Modi

F ood prices have risen to record levels around the world, fueling
poverty, hunger and political instability. While there are no

quick fix solutions to the crisis, better-off countries should at least
strive not to make it worse. According to the World Food Programme,
some 193 million people worldwide suffer acute food insecurity, partly
due to pressures on global food markets that have been building for
some time now. Soaring energy prices in 2021 drove up the cost of fer-
tilisers and fuels needed by farmers. Dry weather ruined crops in big
food-producing countries such as Brazil, the United States and
Canada. Shipping delays caused by the pandemic have disrupted
trade. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has aggravated the crisis. Before
the war, the two countries accounted for nearly 30% of globally trad-
ed wheat. Ukraine provided roughly half the world’s exports of sun-
flower oil and Russia one-eighth of its fertiliser exports. Sanctions on
Russia have further inflated energy prices, making fertilisers even
costlier. The global consequences of a protracted war could be dire.
High input costs could dissuade many smaller farmers from planting
more, preventing supply from meeting demand and increasing volatil-
ity. With the dollar strengthening, many countries will struggle to pay
for key imports of food and fuel. Price spikes and shortages could pro-
voke unrest, as they did during the Arab Spring in 2011, while pushing
millions into extreme poverty. Governments are compounding the
problem with protectionism. Since the invasion of Ukraine, at least 20
countries have imposed restrictions on food exports, covering around
17% of calories traded globally, including Indonesia’s decision to block
crucial palm-oil shipments. Such restrictions risk setting off a cascad-
ing effect, pushing up prices for everyone: They’re estimated to have
accounted for a 13% rise in global food prices during the 2008-11 food
crisis. The pressure on the world’s food supply requires a coordinated
response. No new trade restrictions should be added while those al-
ready imposed should be lifted as swiftly as possible. At the June min-
isterial meeting of the World Trade Organisation, countries should
seek a more binding agreement, at the very least not to block food
shipments needed for humanitarian purposes. They should also share
any information they have about stocks and shipping logistics, so that
markets don’t panic unnecessarily. Besides, countries should roll back
policies that take food off the market during times of need. Finally,
governments should let markets work. Early indications suggest that
US and European farmers are responding to higher prices by planting
more. Officials can best encourage such choices by getting out of the
way. In a crisis situation, the first principle should be to do no harm.

Sky high food prices 
fueling hunger

T he one significant outcome of the Congress’s recentChintan
Shivir in Rajasthan was Rahul Gandhi’sacknowledgement that

the party has lost touch withthe people. Nothing demonstrated this
disconnectmore than the steep fall in the party’s Lok Sabha tallyto 44
in 2014 and 53 five years later.However, what the Congress’s un-
crowned king didnot care to explain was the reason why the party
wasso summarily rejected by the people. Given its stellarpre- and
post-independence history till the early 1970s,the party’s ignominious
decline calls for seriousintrospection. There is nothing to indicate,
though,that the Congress has undertaken any such exercisein recent
years. Instead, it has seemingly attributedthe party’s dismal perform-
ance to the people’sinability to appreciate its intrinsic value and has-
apparently been waiting for them to realize theirmistake and return
the party to power. It is for thisreason that the Congress has tended to
regard the BJPas a usurper which will be relegated in the not toodis-
tant future to its rightful place on the margins ofIndian politics where
it had languished for decadesfrom its Jan Sangh days. The Congress
will thencasually take the reins of power once again in its hands. The
line in the celebrated song in a Raj Kapoor film– mera joota hai Japani –
which says, hum singhasanpar ja baithey jab jab Karen eradey, typifies
this feudalattitude of  the natural-born owner to ascend to thethrone
whenever he likes. It is this arrogant mindsetwhich has come in the
way of the Congress analyzingthe causes of its setback. It is only now
after thedrubbing in the recent assembly elections that theCongress
appears  to  have  sensed  the  populardisenchantment with it. Even
then, notwithstanding Rahul Gandhi’s belated admission, what is
missing isan understanding of why the party is in such direstraits. This
inability to assess the reasons for theparty’s weakness is behind Rahul
Gandhi’s fatuous[DG1] belief that only the Congress can take on the
BJP and not the regional parties. The people desert a party because of
the flaws ofthe leadership. Unless the Congress focusses on thesede-
fects, there is little hope of it recovering lost ground.Perhaps the party
should realize that one of thereasons for its current predicament is
that it lacks thethree ingredients of  the BJP’s success – energy,articu-
lation and a clear-cut ideology. On all thesecounts, the BJP is way
ahead. Its energy is apparentlyboundless  as  its  leaders  at  various
levels  areconstantly on the move, visiting virtually all cornersof  the
country. They are also highly effective speakerseven if the main rea-
son for their success in forcefullypresenting  their  viewpoint  is  their
unendingemphasis on Hindu nationalism liberally sprinkledwith anti-
Muslim rhetoric. Indeed, it is the latterwhich  remains  the  corner-
stone  of   the  BJP’s worldview. The Congress is patently at a disad-
vantage in thisrespect for it is unable to make up its mind on how to-
counter the BJP on this issue. If the Congress toes thesaffron party
with a “soft” Hindutva stance, it willalienate the minorities and the lib-
erals while if itadopts a hard, secular position, it may disenchant asize-
able section of the Hindus. The confusion on the  ideological front is
the Congress’s bane and if theChintan Shivir did nothing to dispel it,
the reason isthat the Congress at present simply does not have thein-
tellectual acumen to formulate an unambiguous policy on the subject.
It is not only with regard to secularism that theCongress has seeming-
ly lost its way, it is in the samequandary about “socialism” as well. In
fact, itsembracement of socialism even after the doctrine’sworldwide
demise after the fall of the Berlin wall madethe party take the foot off
the accelerator of economicreforms, as P. Chidambaram said, and
pave the way forNarendra Modi’s rise. If Manmohan Singh hadcontin-
ued what he had started in 1991, the BJP wouldhave remained in the
doldrums. Ironically, theCongress’s love affair with socialism has
curbed theBJP’s enthusiasm for market-oriented policies andmade it
emulate the Grand Old Party, thereby makingArun Shourie mock the
BJP by saying that it is Congress plus the cow. But while the BJP uses
cow and communalism topush ahead, the Congress is either marking
time orretreating. The Congress’s earlier success was due tothe pres-
ence of  charismatic leaders – JawaharlalNehru, Indira Gandhi – and
pro-industrial policiesexemplified by the construction of steel plants
("damsare the temples of  modern India”, as Nehru said) andthe set-
ting up of  the IITs. The termination of  thelicence-permit-control raj in
1991 marked the nextstage  of  the  party’s  forward  movement.  But
afascination with socialism and dislike of capitalismensured that the
party could not push forward witheconomic reforms. Hence, its pres-
ent stagnation evenas the BJP’s mix of populism and communalism is
turning India into a Hindu rashtra. 

Even after Chintan Shivir,
Cong is groping for its role
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Congress interim President Sonia Gandhi attends a prayer meeting after paying tribute to Indias first prime minister Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru on his 58th death anniversary, at Shanti Van in New Delhi, Friday.

Not walking alone: A bond and macro update

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

The Government which issued the invi-
tations for Delhi LG’s swearing-in cere-
mony must apologise to former Union
Health Cabinet Minister Harshvardhan
for insulting him by asking him to sit in
the back rows. Humiliated he walked
out without attending the function.

NEHRU’S DEATH ANNIVERSARY

SUYASH CHOUDHARY
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BRIEF

Stronger 
regulations

Davos: Given the per-
vasiveness of digital
technology in our
lives, it is inevitable to
have stronger regula-
tory regimes around
all facets of technolo-
gy, Microsoft CEO
Satya Nadella has
said. “I think the re-
sponsibility of stake-
holders like ourselves
or businesses like us
is to both anticipate
and adapt to regula-
tion versus ignore it
or expect not to have
regulation,” he said
here at the World
Economic Forum
Annual Meeting.

GST returns 
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment on Thursday
waived late fees for
two months till June
for delayed filing of
GST returns for finan-
cial year 2021-22 by
small taxpayers regis-
tered under the com-
position scheme. The
Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) in a
notification said that
late fee shall be
waived from May 1 to
June 30, 2022, for delay
in filing GSTR-4 for
2021-22 fiscal. GSTR-4
is filed annually by
the taxpayers regis-
tered under the com-
position scheme.
According to GST law,
Rs 50 per day is
charged as late fee for
delay in filing GSTR-4.
However, where the
total amount of tax
payable is nil, a maxi-
mum of Rs 500 can be
imposed as late fee.
For all other cases, the
maximum fee that can
be charged is Rs 2,000.

Investment 

Hyderabad: In a
major fillip to the
Telangana govern-
ment’s proposed
Mobility Valley,
Korean auto major
Hyundai has an-
nounced an invest-
ment of Rs 1,400 crore
in the upcoming proj-
ect for setting up prov-
ing grounds (test
tracks). Hyundai will
be a stakeholder and a
consortium partner in
the first-of-its-kind
New Mobility Valley
being created by the
Telangana govern-
ment, an official re-
lease said on Thursday.

Online gaming
New Delhi: The gov-
ernment has set up an
inter-ministerial
panel to work on reg-
ulations for the online
gaming industry and
identify a nodal min-
istry to look after the
sector, an official
source said on
Thursday. The seven-
member panel in-
cludes government
think-tank Niti
Aayog’s CEO as well
as secretaries of
home affairs, rev-
enue, industries and
internal trade, elec-
tronics and IT, infor-
mation and broad-
casting and sports.

COACH PRODUCTION

Workers busy in production of coaches of the Vande Bharat Express as media person document, at LHB Shed
in Integrated Coach Factory (ICF) Chennai, Friday on May 27, 2022.

New Delhi, May 27:

Moody’s Investors
Service on Thursday
slashed India’s economic
growth projection to 8.8
per cent for 2022 from 9.1
per cent earlier, citing high
inflation. In its update to
Global Macro Outlook
2022-23, Moody’s said high-
frequency data suggests
that the growth momen-
tum from December quar-
ter 2021 carried through
into the first four months
this year. However, the rise
in crude oil, food and fer-
tilizer prices will weigh on
household finances and
spending in the months
ahead. Rate hike to pre-
vent energy and food infla-
tion from becoming more
generalized will slow the
demand recovery’s mo-
mentum, it said. “We have
lowered our calendar-year
2022 growth forecast for
India to 8.8 per cent from
our March forecast of 9.1
per cent, while maintain-

ing our 2023 growth fore-
casts at 5.4 per cent,
Moody’s said. Strong cred-
it growth, a large increase
in investment intentions
announced by the corpo-
rate sector, and a high
budget allocation to capi-
tal spending by the govern-
ment indicate that the in-
vestment cycle is strength-
ening.

But unless global crude
oil and food prices rise fur-
ther, the economy seems
strong enough to maintain
solid growth momentum,
Moody’s added. For 2022
and 2023, it projected infla-
tion to be around 6.8 per
cent and 5.2 per cent, re-
spectively. A rise in prices
across all items from fuel
to vegetables and cooking
oil pushed WPI or whole-
sale price-based inflation
to a record high of 15.08
per cent in April and retail
inflation to a near eight-
year high of 7.79 per cent.

High inflation prompted
the Reserve Bank to hold

an unscheduled meeting to
raise the benchmark inter-
est rate by 40 basis points
to 4.40 per cent earlier this
month. In November last
year, Moody’s had project-
ed a 9.3 per cent economic
growth for India in the on-
going fiscal year (April-
March). Earlier this
month, S&P Global
Ratings had cut India’s
growth projection for 2022-
23 to 7.3 per cent, from 7.8
per cent earlier, on rising
inflation and longer-than-
expected Russia-Ukraine
conflict. In March, Fitch
had cut India growth fore-
cast to 8.5 per cent, from
10.3 per cent, citing
sharply high energy prices
on account of Russia-
Ukraine war.

The World Bank in April
slashed India’s GDP fore-
cast for 2022-23 to 8 per
cent from 8.7 per cent pre-
dicted earlier, while IMF
has cut the projection to
8.2 per cent from 9 per
cent.

Moody’s slashes India’s economic
growth forecast to 8.8 pc for 2022

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2277:: Ruchi
Soya Industries Limited, a
diversified FMCG and FMHG
focused company with well
recognized brands, announces
its first dividend after posting
a strong and sustainable per-
formance in its maiden post
listing fiscal 2022. Once belea-
guered and now steered under
the new management led by
Yog Guru Baba Ramdev, Ruchi
Soya has now bounced back to
its glory and started delivering
the returns to its sharehold-
ers.  The announcement of
bumper dividend at Rs 5 per
share (on face value of Rs. 2/-
) is considered to be the high-
est amongst its peers. In past,
the company paid highest div-
idend of 25% in the year 2008. 
FMCG & FMHG player demon-
strated impressive revenue
growth of 48.22% in FY 2022,
which jumped to Rs.
24284.38crore as compared to

Rs. 16382.97 crore in previous
year 2021. In segmental rev-
enue performance, although
the company generated major
revenues from Oil business, its
newly started business-like
biscuits, breakfast cereals and
nutraceuticals have also
shown quantum jump of 209%
as the revenues improved to
Rs 1979.48 crore as against Rs.
640.51 crore in previous FY
2021. The strong growth in
revenues of new businesses
shows the market acceptance
of its new productsand also
indicates the company’s firm
and steady march towards
becoming one of the top
FMCG & FMHG player.

Its EBIDTA surges to Rs
1565.98 crore in FY 22 as com-
pared to Rs 1018.36 crore in
previous year ended March
2021.It is noteworthy to wit-
ness that Ruchi Soya has now
crossed EBIDTA Rs. 1.5 billion

mark in last fiscal 2022, which
was the highest in its histo-
ry.Operating margins
remained to be higher at
6.45% as compared to 6.22%
YoY basis. Net profits during
the last FY 2022 also shows
significant growth of 18.64%
against the net profit in previ-
ous year. In Q4 2022, compa-
ny’s income has increased by
37.38% yoy as compared to Q4
2021 and has also grown at
5.95% QoQ over previous
quarter Q3 2022.  The EBIDTA
has increased by 54.68% yoy
to Rs. 418.54 crore as com-
pared to Rs. 270.59 crore in
previous year Q4 2021 and
PBT has almost doubled at
99.84% from Rs. 295.69 crore
in Q4 2022 to Rs.147.96 crore
in previous year Q4 2021. The
EBIDTA margins have also
stood strong at 6.27% in Q4
2022. The company, in its
board meeting held on May

18, 2022, has already
announced the acquisition of
entire food business of
Patanjali Ayurved Ltd (PAL) in
order to accelerate its transi-
tion to a leading FMCG com-
pany and in consonance with
its Prospectus for FPO filed
with SEBI and further commu-
nication to Stock exchanges
on April 11, 2022, This strate-
gic initiative for acquisition of
food business has been aimed
to strengthen its food product
portfolio with array of brands
and also contribute to the
overall growth in terms of rev-
enue and EBIDTA. The
acquired food business com-
prises of 21 major products
namely Ghee, Honey, Spices,
Juices & Atta etc. The acquisi-
tion is valued at a Fair Market
value (Net) of Rs 690 crore
based on slump sale basis. The
Board of Directors of Patanjali
Ayurved Ltd have already

approved this transfer of food
business to Ruchi Soya
Industries Ltd. With this
acquisition, the company
believes that it has reaffirmed
its position to be a strong
FMCG player. It may be
recalled that Ruchi Soya was
acquired by Patanjali Group
through IBC (Insolvency and
Bankruptcy) route in Dec
2019. It has become a turn-
around and successful story
for an insolvent company.  The
company is now being steered
by the well broaden board of
directors from various field
and also it has employed pro-
fessionals to lead the various
segments like Oil, FMCG &
FMHG. The strategic efforts
taken by the company have
yielded the good results and
the company has been slowly
but surely heading to be a
FMCG and FMHG company in
next 3 years’ time.

Ruchi Soya announces bumper dividend of 250% for FY 2022

Mumbai, May 27:
Cathay Pacific on
Thursday announced in-
creasing the frequency of
its flight services from
Mumbai and Delhi to
Hong Kong. The Hong
Kong-headquartered air-
line had stopped flying to
India in late March 2020
due to the suspension of
passenger traffic to and
from India. The airline re-
sumed its services to
Mumbai and Delhi from
May 4 and May 6, respec-
tively, this year, after the
government lifted the ban
on March 27. Cathay

Pacific resumed opera-
tions from Mumbai and
Delhi with three flights in
May. For June, the airline
will operate eight flights
from Mumbai and nine
flights from Delhi, it said
in a statement. From July
onwards, Cathay Pacific
said it will operate two
flights per week on the
Hong Kong-Mumbai route
and vice versa on Friday
and Sunday. On the Delhi-
Hong Kong-Delhi route,
the airline will have four
flights per week —
Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday and Sunday.

Cathay Pacific to increase
flight services from Mumbai

and Delhi to Hong Kong

HHyyddeerraabbaadd,,  MMaayy  2277::  India’s
mining major NMDC produced
42.19 million tonnes and sold
40.56 million tonnes of iron ore
during the financial year 2021-
22. With this, the company reg-
istered the strongest ever
growth in its history, of 24%
over last fiscal’s production of
34.15 million tonnes and a 22%
growth over the 33.25 million
tonnes sold in FY21. 

While crossing the 42 million
tonne milestone, the largest
iron ore producer of the coun-
try also delivered the best ever
annual financial results. In
FY22, it recorded a turnover of
Rs. 25,882 crore against Rs.
15,370 crore in the previous
year, a 68% move upwards.
NMDC reported a Profit Before
Tax (PBT) of Rs. 12,981 crore
for FY 2021-22, 46% growth
over FY 2020-21’s Rs. 8,902
crore. Profit After Tax (PAT) at
Rs. 9,398 crore for the year

similarly reflects a robust
growth of 50% over PAT of Rs.
6,253 crore achieved in the pre-
vious financial year. The public
sector company also paid its
highest ever dividend of 1474%
during FY22. 

Concluding the year with a
strong performance, NMDC
produced 13.86 MnT during the
Q4 FY 2021-22 as against 12.31
MnT in the CPLY, a growth of
13%, while realisinga 11%
growth in sales of 12.29 MnT of
iron ore to 11.09 MnT sold in Q4

of FY 2020-21. For the fourth
quarter of the financial year,
turnover stood at Rs. 6,702
crore while PBT and PAT were
clocked at Rs. 2,880 crore and
Rs. 1,815 crore respectively.  

The Audited Financial
Results for the year 2021-22
were approved by the Board of
Directors of the Company
under the Chairmanship of
Sumit Deb, CMD, NMDC in its
meeting held on May 26, 2022. 

Commenting on the impres-
sive performance, Sumit Deb,
CMD, NMDC said, “This per-
formance reflects the commit-
ment of NMDC to make India
truly AtmaNirbhar. We start
this fiscal with a continued
sense of focus and expect to
complete important projects
and deliver a stronger and sus-
tained performance, owing to
our focus on automation and
digital initiatives that will
catalyse our operations.

NMDC delivers best ever 
annual financial performance

New Delhi, May 27:

India’s first and only
private sector Rail produc-
er, Jindal Steel & Power
(JSP) has taken a big leap
in rail infrastructure man-
ufacturing. The company
will install India’s first
Rail Wheelset manufac-
turing plant at its Raigarh
facility in Chhattisgarh.
JSP has collaborated with
GIFLO  Steel - Hungary for
this ambitious project.

The MoU for technology
collaboration has been
signed between GIFLO
Steel - Hungary & Jindal
Steel at the “India
Hungary Business
Forum” organized by
Embassy of Hungary
along with FICCI in the
national capital on  May
27th, 2022. The plant will

have an initial capacity of
25,000 Wheelsets per year.
Jindal Steel will also in-
stall a Rail forging unit for
Asymmetric Rails which
are used in Rail tracks
switches, specially for
high speed train tracks.

“We at Jindal Steel are
committed to
AtmaNirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan launched by

Prime Minister. Rail
wheelset manufacturing
plant will help Indian
Railways to speed up the
modernization of its Rail
infrastructure; by making
available world-class rail
wheels to realize the vi-
sion of “Gati Shakti” by
the Government of India”,
said Mr VR Sharma,
Managing Director of

Jindal Steel. “Having its
competence and under-
standing the nuances of
rail rolling, JSP is working
to meet out country’s de-
mand of various grades of
Rails while maintaining
international quality and
safety standards. Our Rail
mill in Raigarh has been
supplying special grades
of rails to various Metro
and Indian Railway proj-
ects under execution”, Mr
V R Sharma further
added.

JSPL is the only produc-
er of Head Hardened Rail
grades 1080 HH & 1175HT
for a heavy axle load of
more than 25 Ton & high-
speed application in the
country. JSPL also pro-
duces Rails in grades R 260
and 880 for 60E1, ZU 1-60 &
60E1A1 profiles.

Jindal Steel to install Rail Wheels 
manufacturing plant in Ch’garh

Mumbai, May 27: 

The number of bank
notes of Rs 2000 denomi-
nation has steadily de-
clined over the years to
touch 214 crore or 1.6 per
cent of the total currency
notes in circulation at the
end of March this year, ac-
cording to RBI annual re-
port.

The total number of cur-
rency notes of all denomi-
nations in circulation
stood at 13,053 crore as of
March this year, up from
12,437 crore from the year-
ago period.

At the end of March
2020, the number of Rs
2000 denomination notes
in circulation stood at 274
crore, accounting for 2.4
per cent of the total num-
ber of currency notes in
circulation. The count de-
clined to 245 crore or 2 per

cent of the total bank
notes in circulation as of
March 2021 and further
fell to 214 crore or 1.6 per
cent at the end of last fis-
cal year. In value terms
also, the Rs 2000 denomi-
nation notes dipped from
22.6 per cent of the total
value of currency notes in
circulation to 17.3 per cent

at the end of March 2021
and further to 13.8 per cent
at the end of March 2022.
According to the report,
the number of Rs 500 de-
nomination notes in circu-
lation rose to 4,554.68 crore
at the end of March this
year as against 3,867.90
crore in the year-ago peri-
od.

Number of Rs 2000 currency
notes continue to decline

Mumbai, May 27: 

The Reserve Bank will
opt for a larger, 0.50 per
cent, hike in key rates at
its next monetary policy
review in June to protect
medium term economic
stability in face of the un-
comfortable inflation situ-
ation, a British brokerage
said on Thursday. The cen-
tral bank will likely revise
its inflation estimate to 6.2-
6.5 per cent, which is way
above the upper end of its
tolerance band of 2-6 per
cent, the economists at
Barclays said. On the
growth front, it said the
RBI will do a downward
review of its FY23 GDP ex-
pansion to 7 per cent from
the earlier 7.2 per cent.

“We expect the RBI to
deliver another large in-
terest rate hike in June, as

above-target inflation
could undermine medi-
um-term economic stabili-
ty,” its chief economist
Rahul Bajoria said, adding
that the quantum of rate
hike can be 0.50 per cent.
The RBI had hiked its key
rate by 0.40 per cent in a
surprise move on May 4,
and Governor
Shaktikanta Das has al-
ready said that the possi-
bility of another hike at
the June review is a “no-
brainer”.

Bajoria said his calcula-
tion of higher threshold
inflation and lower trend
inflation could give RBI
some room to look
through the current infla-
tion spike. He said the
“main challenge” for the
RBI is to balance upside
risks to inflation with
downside risks to growth.

RBI to hike repo rate by 50 basis
points, lower FY23 growth to 7 pc

in June review: Barclays
Mumbai, May 27: 

Sounding a note of cau-
tion, the Reserve Bank
said on Friday said there
is a risk of high wholesale
price inflation (WPI) put-
ting pressure on the retail
inflation, albeit with a lag.
In its annual report, the
RBI said that the cost-
push pressures from high
industrial raw material
prices, transportation
costs and global logistics,
and supply chain bottle-
necks continue to impinge
on core inflation.

“The substantial wedge
between wholesale and re-
tail price inflation amidst
a sharp rise in manufac-
tured products’ inflation
poses the risk of a possi-
ble passthrough of input
cost pressures to retail in-
flation with a lag, al-
though slack in the econo-

my is muting the pass-
through,” the central
bank noted. The conflict
over Ukraine and the con-
sequent spike in commod-
ity prices has overcast the
outlook for inflation in
India as in the rest of the
world, it added.

To control spiralling
prices, the government
had recently cut excise
duty on petrol and diesel
and also waived import
duty on some raw materi-
als used in the steel and
plastic industry.

Besides, export duty
was hiked on iron ore and
iron pellets. A rise in price
across all items from fuel
to vegetables and cooking
oil pushed WPI or whole-
sale price inflation to a
record high of 15.08 per
cent in April and retail in-
flation to a nearly eight-
year high of 7.79 per cent.

High WPI may put pressure
on retail inflation: RBI

ACROSS

1. Adjust again

6. Unbiased

10. Whiten

14. From Dublin

15. Pimples

16. Like the Sahara

17. Pastry

18. Renovating

20. Lend a hand

22. Caveman's era (2 wds.)

23. Nothing more than

25. Poet's "before"

26. Lawn material

27. Travel document

30. Conforms

32. Fails to exist

33. ____ Moines, Iowa

34. Dad

38. ____ vera

39. Follow

42. On top of

43. Bawdy

44. Vane letters

45. Skin

46. Mailbox item

49. Paid athletes

50. Musical genre

53. Bullfight cry

54. Thin coin

56. Milan natives

59. Diners

63. Big, hairy spider

65. Musical show

66. Antlered animals

67. Important times

68. Migratory birds

69. Chair

70. Society girls

71. Miscalculated

DOWN

1. Ms. Hayworth

2. God of love

3. Misters

4. Guessed roughly

5. Not those

6. "The ____ Side"

7. Top pilots

8. Foot part

9. Witty reply

10. Passenger

11. Opera highlights

12. Australian dog

13. Advanced gradually

19. Small bills

21. Barter

24. Eve's home

27. Laboratory bottle

28. ____ of Man

29. Winter forecast

31. Resource

34. Marionette operator

35. Impersonator

36. Horseback sport

37. Industrious insects

40. Employed

41. Supernatural

46. Meat cut

47. Thrilled

48. Professor's protection

50. Ceremonies

51. "____ of Two Cities" (2 wds.)

52. Winter coat

55. Homer Simpson's wife

57. Final

58. Thick slice

60. Always

61. Trick

62. Plant's beginning

64. Mule's kin
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During the last few months, Aquarius, it could
be that you've met some strange people who
have greatly influenced your attitude about
marriage or partnership. They've been push-
ing you to get more freedom into your life. If
this is indeed the case, you can feel quite sure
that they've come under a cosmic influence.
That's no reason for you to agree. Freedom or
lack of freedom is completely subjective.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

The last months have been very challenging
- and there's a very good chance that you no
longer feel up to meeting the challenges. If
you've been yearning to modify something
in your daily life, do it now, Pisces. The hour
has come to make concrete changes.
Regardless of whether the change you seek
is at home or work, physical or emotional,
don't be afraid to seriously upset your life.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

A change has occurred in our solar sys-
tem, Aries, a shift that will probably be
imperceptible but nonetheless profound.
You have seven months to understand
how this change impacts you. It will dawn
on you that you feel a strong need for lib-
eration. Perhaps you need to release
yourself from the bonds of a group.
Innovation is in the air!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

You mustn't expect any enormous changes
today, Taurus. However, the process you
began three or four years ago will acceler-
ate slightly. You're changing the moorings
of your identity, the ideas that make you
sure of who you are. Your family, back-
ground, and education no longer count as
much as your spiritual foundations. Don't
be afraid of this shift. Go with it.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

The day should be fairly positive, Gemini,

and you'll begin to feel the faintest hints

of a major change beginning. This new

phase will last seven months. As it pro-

gresses, you'll find greater freedom of

expression. You can expect to shift into

high gear in subjects you used to avoid.

Some friction with siblings is likely to

arise in the next few months.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

The solar system is shifting gears today,
Cancer, and it's liable to trigger a great
transformation that will last seven months.
The change will center on the means you
use to fulfill yourself in terms of both your
career and love life. If you feel somewhat
hemmed in by your training or upbringing,
you can expect to seek liberation from
these inhibitions in the months to come.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

It's an excellent forecast for you, Leo!
Although no specific events will occur,
there is the huge promise of freedom over
the next seven months. A fundamental
shift is about to occur in your occupation
and love life, As the months unfold, you
can expect to be more visionary, more cre-
ative, and perhaps more rebellious. This
time, you'll be much more effective than in
the past two or three years.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

To understand the major shift that's taking
place, Virgo, you must look at events from a
lofty perspective. A slow-acting liberation is
gathering momentum. In the next seven
months, you'll be unable to resist the oppor-
tunity to rid yourself of some oppressive part
of your past. You'll shed your old complexes
and emerge renewed. Don't be alarmed if
some family relations suffer as a result. The
distress is only temporary.

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

The gentle winds of change are blowing
through your life at the moment, Libra.
You have a feeling of newness and an
open attitude toward the world. Some
outside events will be coming up in your
life that give you the impression you're
advancing in a concrete manner toward a
new life. You can expect to have some
pleasant surprises.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

The idea of a turning point in one's destiny

often brings a smile to the faces of cynical

people, but in your case, Scorpio, it definite-

ly has some meaning. This turning point can

take the form of a new person in your life or

a key event that changes things forever.

Sometimes things that we only hear about

actually happen. Something like this may

happen to you in the coming months.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

It may be that you've returned deeply
changed from a long voyage, Sagittarius.
Of course, we're all changed to some
extent by travel, but in your case, the
change is truly profound. You're going to
have some problems getting back into the
life you had before you left. Your old life is
likely to feel too limiting to you. So what
are you waiting for? Change it!

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

If you feel suffocated by your romantic rela-
tionships, if you feel they lack some spice or
are too traditional, then why not liberate
yourself? There is a feeling in the air that
life is turning in a positive direction. This
will help you set things up to turn even your
craziest ideas into reality. Starting today,
Capricorn, you're going to be asked to be
more concrete.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Aalisha Panwar on her shooting
experience for 'Blind Love 3'

AA ctress Aalisha Panwar is
currently shooting for a

short film titled 'Blind Love 3'
in Himachal Pradesh. This is
the third season in the making.
Speaking about it Aalisha says:
"The journey of 'Blind Love'
has been a memorable ride.
When I started with the first
season I never thought that we
would be shooting for the third
season; in fact no one thought
of it. But from the very begin-
ning what I loved about this
short film was its story. For the
first time in my career I have
played the character of a blind
girl - Naina. I could showcase
my versatility through Naina."

The first season got more
than 16 million views and the
second more than 10 million.
She further adds: "The third
season is the continuation of
the earlier seasons. In this sea-
son we will see what happens
to Naina as she leaves Rohit for
Rohan. There have been many
comments from fans on how
they felt about Rohit. So peo-
ple will come to know the con-
clusion now." Aalisha also has

an additional perk for this
short film - the last three sea-
sons have been shot in
Himachal Pradesh which hap-
pens to be Aalisha's home-
town. She adds" "It is a fulfill-
ing experience shooting in
Himachal Pradesh. In the first
season we shot in Shimla and
then in the second season we
were in Salong and now for the
third season we are in Chail.
Even our film has all the extras
from the locals only."

"Surrounded by your own
set of people is a special feel-
ing and then my tastebuds are
so happy to get all the local
food. Also shooting in
Himachal in May is such a
blessing because the weather
here is very pleasant. We could
avoid the scorching heat of
Mumbai and enjoyed our
time."

"On the second day of our
shoot there was a tremendous
thunder storm. Where we were
shooting in Chail, just behind
our cottage there was a forest,
and literally in front of us the
jungle caught fire. We were

quite surprised with the entire
incident and then in sometime
the rains stopped the fire."

Aalisha also feels 'Blind
Love' has been a trendsetter.
When she started with season
one, popular leads were not
much into short films.

"When I started with the
first season of 'Blind Love' I
was a bit reluctant as in my
knowledge there are not many
leading faces doing short
films.But I took the plunge and
after people started watching
the film I have been getting a
lot of positive feedback from
industry, my actor friends, pro-
ducers."

"They used to call me, mes-
sage me and share their point
of view. So in a way this is
reassuring for all of us that
popular leading faces can ven-
ture into the short film genre. I
have also noticed Blind Love
has been translated into a few
foreign languages and that's
an add on feather for all of us."

Directed by Pradip
Khairwar, 'Blind Love 3' also
stars Shagun Pandey.

Happu Singh is now 'Happi Jaan'!
& TV's Happu Ki Ultan Paltan never fails

to entertain its audience with humor-
ous and enjoyable tracks. Every time we see
the characters landing themselves into
amusing situations, making for a hearty
laugh for the audience. So, get ready to expe-
rience hilarity at its best as Yogesh Tripathi
(Daroga Happu Singh) turns into an enter-
taining courtesan, sabke dilon ki Jaan,
Happi Jaan! So, as it goes, in a mission to ar-
rest a gangster named JK, Daroga Happu
Singh disguises himself as a beautiful and
charming courtesan, Jiske Ek Ada Par Hoga
Pura Mohalla Nyochavar!

Sharing details about this fun transforma-
tion, Yogesh Tripathi, aka Daroga Happu
Singh, aka Happi Jaan, says, “I have re-
ceived immense love and appreciation for
Daroga Happu Singh’s character. And it has
always been our endeavour to entertain our
audience with hilarious tracks and roles
that can tickle their funny bones. When I
first read the script, my first thought was
how I would portray the elegance of a
woman? It is never easy to essay a woman’s
role as a male artist. It involves a lot of
preparation, from voice modulation to make-
up, costume, expressions, and mannerisms.

Undoubtedly it is most underrated and a
long-drawn process involving hours of re-
hearsals in the outfit, makeup, and dia-
logues. It took me more than three hours to
get into the character. Everything needs to
be perfect to get that charm and oomph
factor right! And I must say I enjoyed the
entire process thoroughly. When the
script of Happi Jaan was narrated to
me, it got me quite excited and equally
nervous, especially on the look. It
should not be over the top yet sub-
dued and feminine. I was amazed at
the transformation and thought I
could easily pass off as a beautiful
woman (laughs). Himani Ji was
blown away when she first saw me.
Kamna, too, was in complete awe. I
am sure our viewers will be sur-
prised, and I am excited to see how
they react to Happu Singh turning to
Happi Jaan!.”

Don’t miss out on ‘Happu Singh
Bana Happi Jaan’ from May 30th
till June 3rd on &TV’s Happu Ki
Ultan Paltan at 10:00 pm, every
Monday to Friday!

A
n u s h k a

S h a r m a ,
who is cur-

rently sweating
it out on the field

for her upcoming
film 'Chakda Xpress',

recently shared her or-
deal, courtesy the phys-

ical training for the film.
The actress shared a

selfie from the downtime
of her practice session on

the story section of her
Instagram. The selfie
showed her in a white T-
shirt with her hair tied at the
back.

She wrote on the picture,
"Kaash bachpan mein kuch
toh cricket khela hota toh aaj
haalat aise na hoti (I wish I
had played some cricket in my
childhood, perhaps then I
would not have suffered like
this today)."

'Chakda Xpress', directed
by Prosit Roy, is based on
the life of Jhulan Goswami,
who became the sec-
ond Indian woman
cricketer to receive
the Padma Shri in

2012.
The film marks

Anushka's come-
back to acting

after four years.

'Gud Khake' fame and influ-
encer Reecha Sinha talks about
her recently released romantic
number 'Kanganey'. The song
is based on the female protag-
onist's perspective, played by
Reecha. She says: "'Kanganey'
is close to me as it is so relat-
able to real life and being a
'90s kid, I enjoy doing such
work which involves emotional
drama. Thanks to the entire
team that made us pull it off in
just one day specially in that
extreme hot weather condi-
tion. I enjoyed every bit of it."
The song is kind of banter
between the protagonists,
Reecha and singer Upesh
Jangwal, who is also featured
in the song. The song brings
out the beauty of the beaches
of Goa. Producer and director
Piyush Jain shares: "Pre-pro-
duction of a week and a shoot-
ing schedule of less than a day,
I was intent on completing the
song without compromising on
the story and thankfully, it did
happen. The team, the audio
and the artists perfectly
matched, and everything fell in
place. All I can say is, if there's
love in the creation, it shows on
the canvas." The lyrics are
penned by Sukh Bajwa. The
song is released via Yellow
Music in association with
Machaao Music and produced
by Hitendra Kapopara, Piyush
Jain and Meet Ahir.

Reecha Sinha on her latest
romantic track 'Kanganey'

Anushka is not having
an easy time on

'Chakda Xpress' prep

Nayi Soch, the tagline sounds
familiar, doesn't it? Well, it
suits only one channel,
whose shows are always
loved by the audiences as
they give out good and relat-
able content. Yes. You
guessed it correctly. It's none
other than Star Plus.
This time, prepare to be
amazed because the channel
is bringing you something
fresh, a new show that is
inspired and will undoubtedly
attract the audience.
Introducing  'Banni Chow-
Home Delivery.' The story is
as distinctive, real, and capti-
vating as the title sounds.
The show is about the jour-
ney of a strong and fierce
girl, Banni who runs a food
delivery business where she

cooks home-cooked meals
for folks who have moved to
the city in quest of a steady
salary but miss their family's
cooking. And who other than
the talented Ulka Gupta to
play this role and bring the
character to life.
Ulka is back on screen after a
six-year hiatus. Many of her
fans are ecstatic at the news.
The Rani Lakshmibai fame

was loved in her previous
show, and there's no question
that her new role as 'Banni'
will be equally entertaining.
The actress's sudden disap-
pearance was quite disheart-
ening. The fans were not very
happy but the actress must
have had a reason to quit
which the fans understand
well. Her return has made
many people happy and is
very curious to see her play-
ing the role of 'Banni.'
'Banni Chow- Home Delivery'
is sure to knock your socks
off and take you on a beauti-
ful and unforgettable journey.
Are you excited about ‘Banni
Chow Home Delivery’? Stay
tuned from 30th May 2022,
every Monday to Saturday at
9 pm only on Star Plus.

Ulka Gupta makes a comeback after 4 years 
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Dhaka, May 27 (AP):

Sri Lanka crushed
Bangladesh by 10 wickets
in the second cricket test
to win the series 1-0 after
the host team collapsed
from 156-5 to 169 all out in
its second innings on
Friday.

Sri Lanka easily
reached the target on the
fifth and final day to finish
29-0 in three overs with
Oshada Fernando hitting
21 off only nine balls.
Captain Dimuth
Karunaratne was 7 not
out.

Fast bowler Asitha
Fernando did most of the
damage for Sri Lanka’s
bowlers, registering his
first 10-wicket haul in a
match with 4-93 in the first
innings, followed by 6-51.

We knew the top order
was struggling in the first
innings so we wanted to
bowl line and length first,
said Sri Lanka wicket-
keeper Niroshan
Dickwella. With Asitha’s
pace and tactics with the
short ball, we knew it
would be hard for them.

We wanted to spread the
field, not to give easy runs.
Then attack when possi-
ble.”

Shakib Al Hasan (58)
and in-form Liton Das (52)
earlier helped Bangladesh
avoid an innings defeat
though the damage had al-
ready been done. You
won’t win tests from 24-5

and 23-4 in both innings.
We have to change some-
thing. It has happened too
many times in the last six
to eight months, said
Bangladesh head coach
Russell Domingo.

We are competing for
four days and then have
such a bad session that
there’s no way back. I am

sure it is equally frustrat-
ing for the players. They
are fighting back but get-
ting behind the game at
certain stages.

Resuming the day on 34-
4 and still needing 107 runs
to make Sri Lanka bat
again, Bangladesh lost
Mushfiqur Rahim (23) in
the eighth over of the day

when Kasun Rajitha (2-40)
bowled him with a deliv-
ery that kept low.

Allrounder Shakib, who
took 5-96 in the first in-
nings, counterattacked to
keep the scoreboard tick-
ing. Liton, after scoring 88
runs in the drawn first test
and a career-best 141 in the
first innings of this test,

went slowly but smoothly
to deny Sri Lanka bowlers’
quest for another wicket.

The wicketkeeper-batter
pushed left-arm spinner
Praveen Jayawickrama
through cover for a single
to bring up 2,000 runs in
his 33rd test.

Shakib reached his 27th
half-century off 62 balls,
whipping a delivery from
off-spinner Dhananjaya de
Silva through midwicket
for a boundary on the
stroke of lunch.

But soon after reaching
his 13th fifty off 130 balls,
Liton gave a return catch
to Fernando and it
sparked the collapse.

Bangladesh’s hopes of
saving the test took a big
hit when Shakib edged be-
hind a delivery from
Fernando after hitting
seven fours in his 72-ball
knock. Fernando then
cleaned up the tail to give
Sri Lanka a small target to
chase. Bangladesh chose
to bat first and scored 365
in the first innings. Sri
Lanka took control of the
test and series after reply-
ing with 506.

Sri Lanka crushes Bangladesh
by 10 wickets to win series

JJaakkaarrttaa,,  MMaayy  2277  ((PPTTII))::

Having risen like a prover-
bial phoenix from the ashes, a
rejuvenated Indian men’s
hockey team would like to put
up a much-improved perform-
ance when it takes on Japan in
its first ‘Super 4’ match of the
Asia Cup here on Saturday.

Despite facing a below-par
Indonesia in its final group
league game, the young side
coached by Sardar Singh must
be lauded for being able to
score a whopping 16 goals in
just an hour.

It was one more than what
India required to put a final
nail in Pakistan’s coffin as far

as harbouring World Cup qual-
ification hopes were con-
cerned.

Both India and Pakistan fin-
ished on four points each in
Pool A behind Japan but the
defending champions qualified
for the next round due to bet-
ter goal difference (+1). But it
was not a smooth sailing for
India in the first two matches.

Having already qualified for
next year’s World Cup by
virtue of being the hosts, India
fielded an inexperienced team
with as many as 12 debutants
for the tournament to gain
much-needed experience.

The young boys did not have
the best of starts drawing 1-1

with Pakistan before losing 2-5
to Japan, which pushed them
on the brink of elimination. But
the Indians were in no mood to
bow out without a fight even
as they stood at the point of no
return. They staged a dramatic
turnaround to keep alive their
hopes of title defence.

They were also aided by
Japan, who beat Pakistan 3-2
in their final match.

Their first goal achieved,
the Indians would like to start
afresh in the Super 4 stage,
where Japan, South Korea and
Malaysia are the other three
teams. All the teams will play
each other with the top two
progressing to the final.

India eye revenge against Japan in
Super 4 match of Asia Cup Hockey

Pune, May 27 (PTI):

Mahendra Singh
Dhoni’s World Cup win-
ning six resides in India’s
collective consciousness
and it was a shot that
changed a lot of lives, in-
cluding that of little-
known Solapur athlete
Kiran Navgire.

And so, athletics’ loss
became cricket’s gain as
the former Maharashtra
state level athlete decided
that there is no fun if she
can’t tonk the ball like her
“idol”. Eleven years later,
at 28, Navgire, who plays
domestic cricket for
Nagaland, has found in-
stant stardom, with some
of the most powerful
blows that one has ever
seen from an Indian batter.

In her very second big
stage game in the
Women’s T20 Challenger,
the right-handed Navgire
hit the fastest fifty for her
team Velocity and her 34-
ball-69 will certainly be re-
membered for a long time,
especially the five sixes.

“I really feel good when I
hit sixes and whenever I
practise in the nets. I prac-

tice hitting sixes, I follow
Dhoni sir and I love finish-
ing like him, hitting big
sixes,” Navgire told her
teammate Yastika Bhatia
during an interaction for
bcci.tv. For her, Dhoni’s
unbeaten 91 against Sri
Lanka made her set new
goals as she concentrated
more on athletics, kho-
kho, kabaddi during her
formative years while
helping out her father in
family farm in Solapur
district’s Mire village.

“I watched the 2011
World Cup final and Dhoni
sir’s winning sixer is
something that impressed
me and remained imprint-
ed in my head. That six in-
spired me and I always feel
that in every match, I can
hit a six like that,’ said the
stockily built Navgire,
who was a state level shot-
putter.

On Thursday, Velocity
skipper Deepti Sharma
sent her up the order at
No. 3 and Navgire didn’t
disappoint anyone, taking
international bowlers like
Poonam Yadav, Salma
Khatun and Rajeshwari
Gayakwad to the cleaners.

Dhoni sir’s World Cup winning hit inspired me to hit
sixes in every game: New sensation Kiran Navgire

Doha, May 27 (PTI):

Upbeat with the return of
talismanic striker Sunil
Chhetri in their ranks,
India still have a tough task
at hand when they face
higher-ranked Jordan in an
international football
friendly match here on
Saturday. The 37-year-old
Chhetri last played for India

during their 3-0 win over
Nepal in the SAFF
Championships final in
October 2021, but since then
was side-lined due to in-
juries. The match is India’s
last preparatory outing
ahead of the 2023 AFC
Asian Cup Qualifiers which
kicks off in Kolkata from
June 8. Jordan is placed at
91st as against 106th of

India in the FIFA rankings.
“Another game against a
stronger team will always
help,” head coach Igor
Stimac said about which
team which reached here
on Wednesday. “It’s our last
friendly game prior to qual-
ifiers, and we need to get
final answers on certain
questions. Some of our
youngsters will have a great
opportunity to gain more
experience at international
level,” he added. The squad
has been in a preparatory
camp for over a month, first
in Bellary in Karnataka
and then in Kolkata, and
the coach said that the fit-
ness levels of his players
“are quite good”. “We have
another 10 days (before the
Asian Cup qualifiers), and
it should be perfect. The
boys have done a great job,
and they need to be reward-
ed with some good results
in the Qualifiers,” Stimac
said. About Jordan as an
opposition team, the coach
said: “Jordan are ranked
better than Belarus (FIFA
Ranking 93) but are not as
physical as Belarus. So for
us, it should be a bit easier
in regards to the build-up
and ball possession.

Fit-again Chhetri boosts India’s
chances in Jordan friendly

Mumbai, May 27 (PTI):

If Rishabh Pant wants
to get his name etched in
record books forever, he
should strive to play 100
Test matches for the
country, one of India’s
greatest long format
match-winners Virender
Sehwag said on Friday.

Sehwag, the country’s
only cricketer to have
struck two triple hun-
dreds in Test cricket, is
among the 11 Indians to
have played 100 plus
Tests and scored over
8500 runs. Pant, who has
an enviable record being

the only Indian keeper to
have scored Test hun-
dreds in Australia,
England and South
Africa, has played 30
Tests and scored 1920
runs so far at an average
of 40.85.

“If he (Pant) goes on to
play 100+ Tests, his
name would be etched in
the history books forev-
er. Only 11 Indian crick-
eters have achieved this
feat, and everyone can
recall those 11 names,”
Sehwag said on
‘Sports18’ while making
it clear that white-ball
exploits are not for pos-
terity.

The instant gratifica-
tion of matches won in
T20Is and ODIs are fine
but in the long run, peo-
ple only remember what
you have done in a white
jersey, said the ‘Nawab of
Najafgarh’.

“Why does Virat Kohli
emphasise so much on
playing Tests? He knows
that if he plays 100-150 or
even 200 Tests, he will be
immortalised in the
record books,” Sehwag
said.

If Pant plays 100 Tests, 

his name would be etched in record

books forever: Sehwag

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2277  ((PPTTII))::

Jyothi Yarraji smashed the
women’s 100m hurdle national
record for the third time in two
weeks at the De Harry
Schulting Games 2022 in
Vught, the Netherlands. The
22-year-old Jyothi clocked
13.04 seconds under a head-
wind speed of +1.4m/s in the
heats to better her own earlier
national record of 13.11 that
she had clocked while winning
the event at the Loughborough
International Athletics Meet in
the UK on Sunday.

The Andhra athlete, who
trains under James Hillier at
Reliance Foundation Odisha
Athletics High Performance
Centre in Bhubaneswar, had
bettered Anuradha Biswal’s
national mark of 13.38 which
had stood since 2002. That
happened a month after her
national record effort was not
counted due to wind assistance
beyond legal limit. She had
clocked 13.09 seconds during
the Federation Cup in
Kozhikode last month but it
was not counted as national
record as the wind speed was
+2.1 m/s, more than the per-
missible +2.0 m/s. In 2020 also,
Jyothi had run below Biswal’s

national record time as she
clocked 13.03 seconds at the
All India Inter-University
Athletics Championships in
Moodbidri, Karnataka.

But it was also not counted
as NR as National Anti-Doping
Agency did not test her at the
meet and there was no techni-
cal delegate from the Athletics
Federation of India.

In other results, national
record holder Siddhant
Thingalaya finished third in the
men’s 110m hurdles with a tim-
ing of 14.42 seconds.

Jyothi Yarraji smashes NR
for third time in 2 weeks in

women’s 100m hurdles

Chennai, May 27 (PTI):

Young Indian
Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa went
down fighting to world
No.2 Ding Liren in the tie-
break of the Meltwater
Champions Chess Tour
Chessable Masters 2022
online tournament final
early on Friday.

The 16-year-old from
Chennai fought back to
win the second set after
having lost the opener. But
then lost the two-game
blitz tie-breaker.

The Indian GM, who
had lost the first set 1.5-2.5,
hit back to win the second
2.5-1.5 and force the blitz
tie-break.

The 29-year old Liren
used his experience to
trump Praggnanandhaa in
the second of the tie-break
games. After the first blitz
game ended in stalemate,
the Chinese player won
the next in 49 moves to
dash the Indian teenager’s
hopes.

Earlier in the second set
which he needed to win to
force a tie-break,
Praggnanandhaa got the
all-important victory in
the second game in 79
moves.

The next game saw the
two dish out a 106-move
draw before another stale-
mate meant the title would
be decided by the tie-
breaker.

Praggnanandhaa
loses to Ding 

Liren in tie-break

Paris, May 27 (PTI):
India’s Rohan Bopanna
and Sania Mirza notched
up contrasting wins along
with their respective part-
ners in the men’s and
women’s doubles competi-
tions at the French Open
here on Thursday.

While Bopanna and his
Dutch partner Matwe
Middelkoop marched into
the pre-quarterfinals with
a straight set win over
Andrey Golubev and
Fabrice Martin, Sania
combined with Czech
Republic’s Lucie Hradecka
to prevail in three sets
over Italian duo of
Jasmine Paolini and
Martina Trevisan in their
opening round. Bopanna
and Middelkoop won the

second round match 6-3 6-4
in one hour and six min-
utes. Later in the day,
Sania and Lucie beat
Jasmine and Martina 4-6 6-
2 6-1 in an hour and 58
minute clash. Ramkumar
Ramanathan and his
American partner Hunter
Reese, however, suffered a
3-6 2-6 loss to sixth seeded
pair of Wesley Koolhof of
the Netherlands and Great
Britain’s Neal Skupski in
another second round
men’s doubles match.

Earlier, the Indo-Dutch
combo of Bopanna and
Middelkoop, seeded 16th,
broke the from
Kazakhstan-French pair
at 4-4 in the second set and
then Middelkoop served
out the match at love.

Bopanna-Middelkoop,
Sania-Lucie 

win in French Open

High court orders
exhuming body of

third civilian of
Hyderpora encounter

SSrriinnaaggaarr,,  MMaayy  2277  ((PPTTII)):: The
Jammu and Kashmir High
Court on Friday ordered for ex-
huming the body of a civilian,
who was dubbed as a terrorist
by police during the
Hyderpora encounter in
November last year, and hand-
ing it to his family for last
rights.

"I am inclined to allow this
petition of the father of the de-
ceased Amir Latief Magrey
and direct the respondents
(Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment) to make arrangements
for exhumation of the body/re-
mains of the deceased...from
the Wadder Payeen graveyard
in presence of the petitioner,"
Justice Sanjeev Kumar said in
his 13-page order.

The court said that howev-
er, if the body is, "highly pu-
trefied and is not in deliverable
state or is likely to pose risk to
public health and hygiene, the
petitioner and his close rela-
tives shall be allowed to per-
form last rites as per their tra-
dition and religious beliefs in
the...graveyard itself."

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2277  ((PPTTII)):: Jamia
Millia Islamia (JMI) on Friday ex-
tended the last date of submis-
sion of online application forms
for admission to graduate and
postgraduate courses to May 31.
Earlier, May 25 was the last date
for the submission of the admis-
sion forms. The varsity has also
extended the last date for filling
online registration forms for ad-
mission to B.Tech and B.Arch
cources till June 20.
"Considering the extended
schedule of JEE-Mains and NATA
Examinations, the last date of
filling of online registration
forms for admission to B.Tech
and B.Arch at JMT has also been
extended till 20.06.2022," a noti-
fication read.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI): 

Five regional parties have
declared they received dona-
tions amounting to Rs 250.60
crore through electoral
bonds in 2020-21, according
to poll rights group
Association for Democratic
Reforms (ADR). According
to ADR's latest report, the
total income of 31 regional
parties for the 2020-21 finan-
cial year was Rs 529.416
crore, and their total de-
clared expenditure was Rs
414.028 crore. The five par-
ties that incurred the high-
est expenditures that year
are the DMK (Rs 218.49
crore), TDP (Rs 54.769 crore),
AIADMK (Rs 42.37 crore),

JDU (Rs 24.35 crore) and the
TRS (Rs 22.35 crore), it said.
The total income of the top
five parties amounted to Rs
434.255 crore, which was
82.03 per cent of the total in-
come of the political parties
analysed, collectively, the re-
port said. Under voluntary
contributions, the political
parties collected Rs 250.60
crore or 47.34 per cent of
their income from dona-
tions through electoral
bonds, while other dona-
tions and contributions
amounted to Rs 126.265
crore or 23.85 per cent for FY
2020-21, it said. Only five out
of the 31 regional parties
that were analysed declared
donations through electoral

bonds. Of the total income
of the 31 regional parties
during FY 2020-21, Rs 84.64
crore or 15.99 per cent was
interest income, the report
said. The total income of 29
out of the 31 parties de-
creased from Rs 800.26 crore
in FY 2019-20 to Rs 520.492
crore in FY 2020-21, a fall of
34.96 per cent, it said. The
ADR said there are 17 re-
gional parties who have de-
clared a part of their in-
come as remaining unspent
for FY 2020-21. Among the
national parties, the audit
report of the BJP for FY
2020-21 was unavailable on
the ECI website at the time
of preparation of this re-
port, it added.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI): 

Former Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi on Friday
remembered India's first
prime minister
Jawaharlal Nehru on his
death anniversary and de-
scribed him as an institu-
tion-builder who strength-
ened our democratic
roots, but lamented that
the BJP has weakened
democracy by bulldozing
institutions.

He said India now needs
a "Bharat jodo" more than
ever before. His reference
was towards uniting India
in the present atmosphere.
The Congress is holding a

"Bharat jodo" yatra from
Karnyakumari to
Kashmir on Gandhi
Jayanti.

"IIT, IIM, LIC, ITI,
BHEL, NID, BARC,
AIIMS, ISRO, SAIL,
ONGC, DRDO...Nehru ji
was an institution builder
who strengthened our
democratic roots. In 8 yrs,
BJP has weakened democ-
racy by bulldozing institu-
tions. India needs
#BharatJodo now more
than ever," Gandhi said on
Twitter.

In another tweet, he
shared a video showing
pictures of Nehru with
world leaders and how

they described Nehru.
"58 years since his pass-

ing, Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru's ideas, politics,
and vision for our Nation
are as relevant as they
have ever been. May the
values of this immortal
son of India always guide
our actions and con-
science," Gandhi also said.

The Congress on Friday
observed the death an-
niversary of Nehru with
top party leaders paying
rich tributes to him at his
memorial in the national
capital. Some leaders also
took to Twitter to pay
their homage and remem-
ber him.

NCB gives Aryan Khan clean chit
in drugs-on-cruise case

Mumbai/New Delhi, May 27 (PTI): 

The Narcotics Control
Bureau (NCB) on Friday
gave a clean chit to Aryan
Khan, son of Bollywood su-
perstar Shah Rukh Khan,
in last year's 'drugs on
cruise' case in which he
was arrested and spent 22
days in jail. Officials of the
NCB, which filed its
chargesheet in a Mumbai
court, said Aryan Khan
and five others had not
been named due to "lack of
sufficient evidence".

NCB chief S N Pradhan
said, We have gone by the
principle of evidence. "We
found physical and circum-
stantial evidence against
14 persons and against six
there was insufficient evi-
dence," Pradhan said in
Delhi. "We considered all
facts found during the ini-
tial investigation and
found no concrete evidence
(against Aryan), he said.

Asked if Shah Rukh
Khan was questioned, he
said, "Some concerned in-
dividuals were questioned,
but can't comment on
names. Aryan Khan's
lawyer Mukul Rohatgi said
truth has prevailed.

"I am relieved, and so
must my clients be, includ-
ing Shah Rukh Khan. The
truth has prevailed.
Ultimately, there was no
material to charge this
young man (Aryan Khan)
or arrest him, he said.

NCB admitted its mis-
take and realised that there
was no reason to proceed
against Aryan Khan, he
told a TV channel. I am
very relieved and am sure
that the young man and his
father are equally relieved,
he said.

Asserting that its special
investigation team (SIT)
carried out its probe in an
"objective manner", the fed-
eral anti-drugs agency said

in a statement that "the
touchstone of the principle
of proof beyond reasonable
doubt has been applied".

"Based on the investiga-
tion carried out by the SIT,
a complaint against 14 per-

sons under various sec-
tions of the NDPS Act is
being filed (before a
Mumbai court). Complaint
against rest 6 persons is not
being filed due to lack of
sufficient evidence," it said.

It added that eight peo-
ple were arrested by the
NCB's Mumbai zonal of-
fice on October 2 last year
from the international
cruise terminal and the
vessel that was operated
by a company called
Cordelia. The accused
were Vikrant, Ishmeet,
Arbaaz, Aryan, Gomit,
Nupur, Mohak and
Munmun. "All the accused
persons were found in pos-
session of narcotics except
Aryan (Khan) and Mohak
(Jaiswal)," the NCB said.

Aryan Khan was re-
leased on October 30 from
Mumbai's Arthur Road
jail, 26 days after he was
arrested in connection
with the drugs case, after

being granted bail. The
NCB submitted its
chargesheet before the
registry and the special
NDPS court will take cog-
nizance after verification
of the documents.

In March this year, the

special court had granted
the probe agency a 60-day
extension to file the
chargesheet. Arrests in
the case were made by the
NCB zonal office under its
former director Sameer
Wankhede and his team.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  BILASPUR,  SATURDAY,  MAY  28,  2022

Printed by Sameer Maheshwari on behalf of Ramgopal Investments Pvt. Ltd. at Navbharat Press, G.E. Road, Press Complex, Raipur and Published at Navbharat Bhawan, Near Bus Stand, Bilaspur, Editor in Chief - Sameer Maheshwari.
Editor: Sameer Shukla (Responsible for selection of news under PRB Act.) Phone: (07752) 224563, 230591 Fax : (07752) 405338, Raipur : (0771) 4257700 Fax : (0771) 4257703, Regd. No. CHHENG/2012/44065

CISF and PAC personnel conduct a joint security mock drill behind the Taj Mahal
complex, in Agra, Friday.

MOCK DRILLLalu accompanies daughter Misa 
for filing RS poll nomination

Patna, May 27 (PTI): 

RJD president Lalu
Prasad on Friday accompa-
nied eldest daughter Misa
Bharti and former MLA
Faiyaz Ahmed for filing of
nomination papers for bi-
ennial elections to the
Rajya Sabha. Chaos pre-
vailed inside the Bihar as-
sembly premises, where
thousands of RJD support-
ers had turned up to catch a
glimpse of their charismat-
ic supremo.

The ailing septuagenari-
an, who has for years been
troubled by legal wrangles,
however, was not his usual
ebullient self and chose not
to engage with the crowds
nor did he oblige journal-
ists, waiting to hear him
speak since he arrived in
Patna two days ago. The
former CM had his face
covered with a mask and he
walked with shuffling, fal-
tering steps, flanked on ei-
ther side by sons Tej Pratap

and Tejashwi who clutched
at his arm to prevent him
from tripping. No member
of the proverbial "first fam-
ily" of the RJD, including

Bharti who is set for a hat-
trick in the Rajya Sabha,
chose to speak to the media.
Ahmed, who lost his Bisfi
seat of Madhubani district

in the 2020 assembly polls,
after two back-to-back vic-
tories, expressed his grati-
tude before reporters to-
wards the party supremo
for backing him over many
other claimants.

One such candidate was
Hina Shahab, the widow of
dreaded gangster turned
politician Mohd
Shahabuddin. She has
fought Lok Sabha polls on
a RJD ticket a number of
times but never been suc-
cessful in winning back for
the party Siwan, which
her husband used to lord
over until his disqualifica-
tion on account of convic-
tion in a criminal case. Her
supporters staged a dhar-
na in protest against the
party turning its back on
her and threatened to burn
effigies of Prasad and
Tejashwi, the RJD heir ap-
parent. Shahabuddin had
died in Tihar jail last year
after testing positive for
COVID-19.

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2277  ((PPTTII)):: The government has ordered action
against former NCB officer Sameer Wankhede for his alleged
"shoddy" work while probing a 'drugs-on-cruise' case in which
film star Shah Rukh Khan's son Aryan was arrested last year, offi-
cial sources said on Friday. Appropriate action is also being initiat-
ed against Wankhede for allegedly providing a fake caste certifi-
cate, they added. Wankhede is an Indian Revenue Service officer
and the finance ministry is the nodal authority to take the action
against him. The government has asked the competent authority
to take appropriate action against Wankhede for his alleged "shod-
dy" investigation in the 'drugs-on-cruise' case, sources said.
Wankhede was then Mumbai zonal director of the NCB and han-
dled the initial investigation after an anti-drugs raid on a cruise.
Aryan was arrested by the NCB on October 3 last year in the case.
He was granted bail on October 28 by the Bombay High Court
which dismissed NCB's arguments and said it can not just rely on
WhatsApp messages to make such grave allegations.

Centre orders action against Ex-NCB officer
Sameer Wankhede for ‘shoddy’ probe

Over 18 lakh candidates
register for NEET-2022

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI): 

The number of regis-
trations for medical en-
trance exam NEET has
crossed 18 lakh this
year, recording a signif-
icant jump of over 2.5
lakh since 2021.

Over 18.72 lakh candi-
dates have registered
for the National
Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET)
out of which over 10.64
lakh are women and
8.07 lakh are men, ac-
cording to official data.

The pan-India exam
is scheduled to be held
in 13 languages on July
17. Last year, the NEET-
undergraduate exam
was held on September
12, with over 95 per cent
of the registered candi-
dates appearing for it.

Over 15.44 lakh candi-
dates had appeared for
the exam, which was
conducted at 3,858 cen-
tres. Of these, at least
8.70 lakh students had

qualified.
Among the candi-

dates registered this
year, 771 are foreigners,
910 Non Resident
Indians and 647
Overseas Citizen of
India card holders. The
highest number of can-
didates have opted
English as the medium
of exam, followed by
Hindi and Tamil.

NEET-UG is the qual-
ifying entrance exam
for admission to
Bachelor of Medicine
and Bachelor of
Surgery (MBBS),
Bachelor of Dental
Surgery (BDS),
Bachelor of Ayurveda,
Medicine and Surgery
(BAMS), Bachelor of
Siddha Medicine and
Surgery (BSMS),
Bachelor of Unani
Medicine and Surgery
(BUMS), and Bachelor
of Homeopathic
Medicine and Surgery
(BHMS) and BSc (H)
Nursing courses.

Nehru institution-builder, BJP weakening
democracy by bulldozing institutions: Rahul

5 regional parties declared donations of Rs 250.60 Cr
through electoral bonds in 2020-21: ADR

RJD Chief Lalu Prasad Yadav with party candidates Misa
Bharti and Faiyaz Ahmad leave after filing their nomination
papers for Rajya Sabha, at Bihar Assembly in Patna, Friday.

New Delhi, May 27 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Friday stayed the
Allahabad High Court's
bail condition imposed on
Samajwadi Party MLA
Azam Khan directing the
District Magistrate of
Rampur for taking posses-
sion of land attached to
the Jauhar University
campus in an alleged grab-
bing of enemy property
case.

A vacation bench of
Justices DY Chandrachud
and Bela M Trivedi said
that prima facie the

Allahabad High Court's
bail condition imposed on
Khan is disproportionate
and sounds like a decree of
a civil court.

The bench, while refer-
ring to the May 10 order of
the Allahabad High Court,
said that it was opined
that bail was being grant-
ed to the petitioner (Khan)
on the ground of age and
his health condition, apart
from the fact that in most
of the cases in which the
prosecution was initiated
against him, he has been
bailed out.

However, prima facie

the conditions which have
been imposed by the High
Court for the grant of bail
are disproportionate and
have no reasonable link
with the conditions which
are required to be imposed
to secure the presence of
the accused and to ensure
the fairness of the trial is
not impeded , the bench
said.

It said that in the im-
pugned order of the High
Court, the single judge has
observed that the present
order in the bail applica-
tion may sound like a de-
cree of a civil court deal-

ing and deciding the title
over the property . The
bench said, Yet, prima
facie the High Court while
imposing the conditions
for grant of bail has ex-
ceeded the settled parame-
ters governing the exer-
cise of the jurisdiction
under section 439 CrPC .

The bench then stayed a
slew of directions of the
High Court issued to the
District Magistrate,
Rampur to measure the
land, take possession of
the land attached to the
University, and sought a
response from the Uttar

Pradesh government.
After dictating the

order, the bench told sen-
ior advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for Khan, that it
has stayed with the main
directions issued in the
order as the rest of the
conditions are innocuous.

Sibal said that many of
the conditions are not ap-
propriate like Khan has to
give an undertaking that
he shall not seek adjourn-
ment on the date fixed for
hearing, the trial is to be
completed in one year and
day-to-day trial.

The bench said that it

will look into those condi-
tions on the next date of
hearing and added that
these conditions are in-
nocuous and are given in
most of the bail orders of
the Allahabad High Court.

Sibal said that the
bench should direct that
these conditions shall not
be applicable till this
court decides the petition.

The bench said, We
have stayed the main con-
ditions. Rest are innocu-
ous conditions which are
put by every single judge
in Allahabad High Court.
Trial is not commencing

soon, we are putting the
matter on reopening but
the direction to the dis-
trict magistrate to meas-
ure, custodian of enemy
property, etc, we have
stayed all those 
conditions.

Sibal said, Now, they
want to demolish the
University. This was an
open land. He (District
Magistrate) has given no-
tice on May 18, that I will
demolish your two build-
ings. It has nothing to do
with the land. No notice to
anybody. They come and
give notice like this. This

Court should say that no
consequential action shall
take place. The bench told
Sibal that he can show
this order to them (district
administration) as the
court had stayed exactly
these conditions of the
bail order.

On May 24, the top court
had agreed to hear a plea
by Khan challenging a
bail condition imposed by
the Allahabad High Court,
which he claimed is for de-
molishing a part of his
Jauhar University al-
legedly built by grabbing
enemy property.

SC stays Allahabad HC’s bail condition of SP MLA 
Azam Khan related to land of Jauhar University

Jamia Millia
extends application
deadline for UG, PG
admissions to May 31 NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2277  ((PPTTII)):: The

NHRC has issued a notice to
the Maharashtra government
over reports of four children
testing HIV-positive following
a blood transfusion in Nagpur
and one of them dying, offi-
cials said on Friday. 

A notice has also been is-
sued to the food and drug de-
partment secretary of the
state government to submit a
report within six weeks re-
garding a preliminary investi-
gation in the matter and crimi-
nal proceedings being initiat-
ed, they said. 

As per a media report, the
four children were being treat-
ed for thalassemia in which
blood for transfusion has to
screened through a Nucleic
Acid Test first. 

NHRC notice to Maharashtra
over 4 children testing HIV+
following blood transfusion


