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Hyderabad, May 26 (PTI): 

Owing to continuous po-
litical instability during
the last three decades, the
country suffered from lack
of political willpower and
stayed away from imple-
menting reforms and im-
portant decisions, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Thursday.
However, the nation is now
seeing political determina-
tion and reforms also
being implemented contin-
uously since 2014, he said.

Modi, addressing the
graduating students of
Indian School of Business
(ISB) here, said India is the
fastest growing economy

among the G-20 nations be-
sides boasting of several
other achievements, in-
cluding in the start-up en-
vironment and attracting
the highest-ever FDI.

Due to the continuous
political instability in the
last three decades, the
country has seen a lack of
political willpower for a
long time. Because of this
the country stayed away

from reforms and from
taking big decisions. Since
2014, our country is seeing
political will and also, re-
forms are being imple-
mented continuously,
Modi said.

Varanasi, May 26 (PTI): 

A district court, which on
Thursday heard arguments of
Muslim side on the maintain-
ability of the Gyanvapi-Shringar
Gauri complex case, fixed May
30 as the next date of hearing in
the case.
"The Muslim side's arguments
on the maintainability of the
case remained incomplete
today, which they will continue
on May 30 -- the date fixed by
the court for the next hearing,"
said District Government
Counsel Rana Sanjeev Singh.
The court had on May 24 fixed
May 26 for hearing on the main-

tainability of the Gyanvapi-
Shringar Gauri complex case.
Singh on Tuesday had said the
court also gave a week's time to
both Hindu and Muslim sides to
file objections to the report of a
court-mandated videography
survey of the Gyanvapi mosque
premises. On May 20, the
Supreme Court had transferred
the Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri
complex case from a civil judge
(senior division) to a district
judge, saying looking at the
"complexities" and "sensitivity"
of the issue, it is better if a sen-
ior judicial officer having an
experience of over 25-30 years
handles this case.

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI): 

The government on Thursday
withdrew its offer to sell its
entire 52.98 per cent stake in
BPCL, saying that majority of
bidders have expressed their
inability to participate in the
current privatisation process
due to prevailing conditions in
the global energy market.
The government had planned
to sell its entire 52.98 per cent
stake in Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) and
invited Expressions of Interest
(EoIs) from bidders in March
2020. At least three bids came
in by November 2020.
However, the privatisation was

stalled after two bidders
walked out over issues such as
lack of clarity in fuel pricing,
with just one bidder left in the
fray.
The Department of Investment
and Public Asset Management
(DIPAM) said the multiple
COVID-19 waves and geopoliti-
cal conditions affected indus-
tries globally, particularly the
oil and gas industry.
"Owing to prevailing condi-
tions in the global energy mar-
ket, the majority of QIPs (qual-
ified interested parties) have
expressed their inability to
continue in the current
process of disinvestment of
BPCL," it said.

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI): 

The CBI Thursday ques-
tioned Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram for nine
hours in connection with
an alleged scam pertain-
ing to the issuance of
visas to 263 Chinese na-
tionals in 2011 when his fa-
ther P Chidambaram was
home minister, officials
said.

A special court had or-
dered Karti to join the CBI
investigation within 16
hours of his arrival from
the UK and Europe, where
he had gone with the per-
mission of the Supreme
Court and the special
court. The MP returned
from his trip on
Wednesday, and arrived at
the CBI office around 8

this morning to answer
questions related to the
case. Speaking to re-
porters outside the CBI
headquarters, Karti said
the case against him was
"bogus", and claimed that
he had not facilitated the
issuance of visa to any
Chinese national.

He was allowed to go for
a recess for about an hour

in afternoon after which
the questioning resumed.
The MP was quizzed till
about 6 pm.

Coming out of the in-
tense questioning, Karti
Chidambaram said it all
was a political vendetta,
and that he would depose
again if the agencies call
him. The case pertains to
the allegations of Rs 50
lakh being paid as bribe to
Karti and his close associ-
ate S Bhaskararaman by a
top executive of Vedanta
group company Talwandi
Sabo Power Ltd. (TSPL),
which was setting up a
power plant in Punjab, for
re-issuance of project
visas for 263 Chinese work-
ers of a firm company
which was executing the
project, the CBI FIR said.

Govt seeks names
of defence officers

amid CDS hunt
New Delhi, May 26: 

At a time when the
process to appoint the new
chief of defence staff is
on, the government has
sought the names of sen-
ior serving and retired of-
ficers from the Army,
Navy and Air Force.

The defence ministry
has sought the names of
the top five serving offi-
cers, including the serving
chiefs from the three
forces, along with the
names of retired chiefs
and commander-in-chief
rank officers, government
sources told ANI.

For retired officers, the
service headquarters have
been asked to provide the
names of only those offi-
cers who have retired after
January 2020, they said.

New Delhi, May 25 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday reviewed eight
projects having a cumula-
tive cost of over Rs 59,900
crore and concerning 14
states as he chaired a
'Pragati' meeting.

Prime Minister Modi
chaired the 40th edition of
PRAGATI, the ICT-based
multi-modal platform for
Pro-Active Governance
and Timely
Implementation, involving
the Centre and state gov-
ernments.

In the meeting, nine

agenda items were taken
up for review, including
eight projects and one pro-
gramme, the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO)
said in a statement.

Among the eight proj-
ects, two projects each
were from the Ministry of
Railways, Ministry of
Road Transport &
Highways and Ministry of
Petroleum & Natural Gas.
The Ministry of Power
and the Department of
Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation had one proj-
ect each.

These eight projects

have a cumulative cost of
over Rs 59,900 crore, con-
cerning the 14 states --
Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Tripura,
Mizoram, Nagaland,
Sikkim and Jharkhand --
the statement said.

Prime Minister Modi
said the agencies working
in the infrastructure sec-
tor, such as roads and rail-
ways, should map their
projects with the water
bodies being developed
under Amrit Sarovar.

Nagpur, May 26: 

Four children in Nagpur became
Human Immunodeficiency Virus
(HIV) infection positive, alleged-
ly after blood transfusion, said
officials on Thursday.
These four patients were given
blood for the treatment of
Thalassemia, post which they
were found infected.
Taking the matter into consider-
ation, the state health depart-
ment set up a high-level inquiry.
"Four children have been infect-
ed with HIV, out of which one
child has died. We will collect all
the information and take action
against the culprits after con-
ducting a high level investiga-
tion," said Assistant Deputy
Director of Health Department
Dr R K Dhakate.

‘Nation undergoes slew
of reforms since 2014’

Family-run parties always think about their own growth and are
the biggest enemies of the country, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Thursday. Addressing BJP party workers and lead-
ers at Begumpet Airport here, Modi said political vendetta is
being taken out against the saffron party workers in Telangana.
He hit out at 'parivaarvadi' parties saying they are not just a
political problem of India but 'Parivarvaad' and 'parivaarvadi
parties' are the biggest enemy of the country's democracy and
its youth. "Parivaarvadi (family-run) parties are not only politi-
cal problems... they are the biggest enemies of democracy and
youth," Modi said, in an apparent reference to the ruling
Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) in the state.

‘Dynasty’ parties ‘biggest’ enemies of the country

VISA BRIBERY CASE

CBI questions Karti for nearly nine hours 

BPCL sale shelved as no
bidders show interest

‘PRAGATI’ MEETING

PM reviews 8 projects worth Rs 59,900 cr
Four kids found

HIV positive
Gyanvapi case

Next hearing fixed on May 30

49th  GBM of BSP
EX-OA to be held

on May 31 
BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2266::  The 49th General
Body Meeting of the BSP Ex-offi-
cers' Association will be held on
May 31, 2022 at 10:30 hrs in Pragati
Bhavan (OA Building), Civic Centre,
to discuss on important issues such
as Medical issues in BSP Hospitals,
feedback of meeting held with
management of M&HS Dept., revi-
sions to be shall proposes in  SAIL
Mediclaim Scheme 2022-23 , EPS
95 Pension, Gratuity,11 months
perks arrears, recent visit to
Arogyam Super-speciality Hospital,
Bhilai etc.  Officials of Arogyam
Super-Speciality Hospital, Bhilai
will speak on the various health
care facilities available in the hospi-
tal & the special considerations of-
fered to the BSP Ex-OA members.
In-charge officer of the Bhilai unit
of MD India has been requested to
attend the meeting to speak on
'tele-consultation' with doctors and
also to clarify queries of members.
OA President & SEFI Chairman
Narendra Banchhor, General
Secretary Parvinder Singh and
Treasurer Ankur Mishra will attend
the meeting and speak on the im-
portant issues. All the retired offi-
cers of BSP are requested to attend
the meeting, said the release. 
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Bhilai, May 26: In
Government Vishwanath
Yadav Tamaskar
P o s t g r a d u a t e
Autonomous College,
Durg  tributes were paid
to those who lost their
lives in naxal violence at
the Jheeram Valley.

The martyred public
representatives, officials,
the soldiers of the securi-
ty forces as well as those
who lost lives in other acts
of naxal violence over the
years were remembered
on the tribute day.

Principal of the college
Dr MA Siddhique ad-
dressing the staff mem-
bers and students, said

that we are determined to
make our state an island
of peace again. He further
said that we should try to
save human life values by
creating an environment
of peace and tolerance in
our state. Two-minute si-
lence was observed.

Prominent among those
present were in-charge
principal of the college,

Dr MA Siddiqui, Dr
Ranjana Srivastava, Dr
Baljit Kaur, Dr Ajay
Singh, NSS Student's Unit
Program Officer Dr
Meena Mann, and
Student's Unit NSS
Officer Prof Janendra
Kumar Diwan, Dr Sriram
Kuzam, Sports Officer
Laxmendra Kuldeep, Dr
Moti Ram, Shaista Khan,

Chief Clerk Sanjay Yadav,
Salim Ahmed, Satendra
Kumar Soni, Gulshan
Devangan, Rakesh Sahu,
Hemant Nirmalkar ,
Ganga, Madanlal Khute,
Shiv Devangan, Kripal
Patel, Dhal Singh, Ashok
Yadav, Vijay, Anurag
Pandey and NSS volun-
teer Dalnayak Lewis
Kumar were present.

SAIL-BSP exports over one lakh
tonnes of steel in 21-22

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant exported
1.06 lakh tonnes of differ-
ent grades of steel to dif-
ferent countries in fiscal
year 2021-22. Exports in-
cluded 30,600 Tonnes of

plates to United Arab
Emirates and 18,573
Tonnes of wire rods to
Nepal, 6335 Tonnes of CCS
slabs to European Union,
and 16,209 T of CCS slabs
to Thailand and 34,762
Tonnes of CCS slabs to
China.

Exports of plates to
United Arab Emirates in-
cluded 12,236 T of high ten-
sile plates, 18,063 T of mild
steel grade plates and 301
tonnes of BS S355 JRAR 16
Grade of plates. While CC
EN 10025-2 S275 JR grade of
CCS slabs were exported to

European Union, CCQ235B
grade of slabs were export-
ed to Thailand.

Exports to China includ-
ed CCJIS G3101 and CC
Q235B grade of CCS slabs.
Exports to Nepal included
SAE 1008 grade of Wire
Rods.

Umesh bags Silver Medal
in National Championship
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: Young
boxer from Bhilai, Y
Umesh, studying in Class 9
in SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Senior Secondary
School, Sector 7 has won
the silver medal in 40 to 43
kg category at the Sub
Junior Boy's National
Boxing Championship
2022 organised by Boxing
Federation of India in
Bellary, Karnataka.

Umesh who has been
practising from a young
age with other boys in
Steel Boxing Club affiliat-
ed to Bhilai Steel Plant's
Sports, Cultural & Civic
Amenities Department
under the watchful eyes of
BSP's trainers, participat-
ed from the Steel Plant
Sports Board (SPSB) team
in the Sub Junior Boy's
National Boxing
Championship.

Based on his perform-

ance, Umesh has been se-
lected for the National
Camp. He now stands a
chance to participate in in-
ternational tournaments.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: Dau Shri
Vasudev Chandrakar
Kamdhenu University dis-
tributed chicks, grains,
medicines and equipment
to 20 tribal beneficiaries of
village Sonwahi, District
Surajpur under the tribal
sub-plan (TSP). This tribal
sub-plan scheme is funded

by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research,
New Delhi.

Under this scheme of
TSP, 200 chicks, 05 drinkers,
04 feeders, 01 chick guard,
01 green mate poultry medi-
cine, supplements and feed
were provided to each bene-
ficiary. An egg hatching ma-
chine incubator was pro-
vided to a beneficiary of vil-

lage Sonwahi, Kanchan
Singh w/o Ramkumar
Singh, which would also be
used to incubate the eggs by
all the beneficiaries of the
village. Kamdhenu
University Vice Chancellor
Dr NP Dakshinkar said that
this tribal sub-plan is being
implemented to develop
Surguja area as a poultry
hub and to improve the

livelihood of tribal groups
through poultry farming.
Vice Chancellor Dr NP
Dakshinakar; President Dr
RP Tiwari; Director
Extension Education,
Coordinator, Veterinary
Polytechnic Dr SD
Hirpurkar; Ramchandra
Yadav, Member, University
Executive Council;
Sarpanch, Gram Panchayat
- Sonwahi, Shyama Devi; Dr
Nripendra Singh, Senior
Veterinary Officer,
Surajpur; Dr OP Dinani,
Principal Investigator, TSP
Project; Dr Om Prakash
Paikra, Principal,
Veterinary Polytechnic; Dr
Amit Gupta, Dr Ankit
Kashyap and Dr Devendra
Yadav were present.

Failed paddy seeds to
be procured till May 31
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: Failed
Paddy Seeds of the farmers
will be procured till May 31
by the Process Centers of
Chhattisgarh State Seeds
and Agriculture
Development Corporation
through the committees on
support price.

Guidelines have been is-
sued in this regard by the
Department of Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Protection. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure has directed to pur-
chase average good quality
failed paddy seeds in the
district at support price by
May 31.

It is worth mentioning
that for the purchase of

paddy on support price,
the registered farmer is el-
igible to sell a maximum of
15 quintals of paddy per
acre. Therefore, the eligi-
bility of selling failed
paddy seed by the farmer
will be to the extent of his
eligibility to sell paddy on
support price.

For example, if the area
under paddy cultivation
by a registered farmer is
two acres and 20 quintals
of paddy has been sold by
him on support price, then
he can sell failed paddy
seeds up to the limit of 10
quintals. Farmers have
been asked to bring the
registered farmer code
number to the committee
of their area while selling
paddy.

Officials pay homage to
Jheeram Valley Martyrs

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre, along with the offi-
cers and employees of his
office, observed a two-
minute silence on Jheeram
Tribute Day. On this occa-
sion, he paid tributes to the
martyrs of Jheeram
Valley and other Naxal in-
cidents. Maintaining a

firm belief in the tradition
of non-violence and toler-
ance in the state, the gath-
ering pledged to oppose all
forms of Naxalism and vi-
olence and remain deter-
mined to make the state an
island of peace again. On
the occasion, Deputy
Divisional Commissioner
Monika Kaudo and other
officers and employees
were present.

State Services (Mains) 
examination begins 

at Science College

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: The State
Services Mains examina-
tion conducted by
Chhattisgarh Public
Service Commission com-
menced at Science College
in Durg with the written
exam of Language on
Thursday. It needs to be
mentioned here that the
Mains Examination will be
conducted during May 26 to

29 in the Science College of
the district.

On the first day of the ex-
amination, Deputy
Collector Jageshwar
Kaushal, the nodal officer
of the center, conducted in-
spection at the center and
apprised the center in-
charges about the instruc-
tions of the Commission.

On the occasion, he said
that the Mains examina-
tion is being conducted in a

malpractice free and peace-
ful environment. Along
with this, every student
and invigilator is being al-
lowed to go inside only
after thorough checking.

He asked the candidates
appearing in the examina-
tion to register their atten-
dance before the scheduled
time so that they can get
better results by appearing
in the examination without
any worries.

Training cum workshop of Bharat 
Mata Vahini Committees held

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26:
Training cum workshop
of newly constituted
Bharat Mata Vahini com-
mittees in the district
was held in Janpad
Panchayat Durg.
Committees of 10 Gram
Panchayats under

Janpad Panchayat Durg
participated in the work-
shop.

Devendra Deshmukh,
presiding over the pro-
gramme, talked about
providing all possible ad-
ministrative help to the
members of Bharat Mata
Vahini. He added that he
will be visiting the vil-

lages to provide guidance.
Kamlesh Kumar Patel,

Deputy Director, Social
Welfare Department,
Durg, the nodal depart-
ment of Bharat Mata
Vahini, informed the
members of Bharat Mata
Vahini that they have to
curb intoxication at the
village level with peace

and harmony without any
discrimination or envy.

A brief introduction re-
garding the formation of
Bharat Mata Vahini was
presented by Jantaram
Thakur, Nodal Officer and
Master Trainer. PL Sao of
All World Gayatri
Pariwar said that we all
have to transform our-

selves to transform the
era.

He urged the members
of Bharat Mata Vahini to
become ideal examples
for others so that they
could take inspiration
and change themselves.
Ajay Kumar, the director
of Kalyani Nashamukti
Kendra, Bhilai, suggested
forming more groups
under Bharat Mata
Vahini Committees for
conducting drug de-ad-
diction campaigns.

He added that a team of
doctors can be sent to or-
ganise camps at the vil-
lages where the problem
of addiction and sub-
stance abuse is very high.
Anand Marg De-addic-
tion Center Director
Mantra Chetna Anand
detailed about getting rid
of drug addiction by
practicing yoga. Officers
and employees of the de-
partment were present on
the occasion.

Chicks, feed and poultry 
equipments distributed under TSP

Cooperative society producing
70000 meters of cloth every year

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure visited Shri
Nageshwari Weavers
Cooperative Society locat-
ed in Nagapura the other
day. This cooperative soci-
ety is producing and sell-
ing handloom textiles.

This organization has
been operating since 1965
and a total of 55 members
work here. Here, about
70000 meters of cloth is
produced every year from
the yarn supplied from
Apex Weavers Association
Raipur. The Collector took
information from the
Chairman of the commit-

tee, Guha Ram, regarding
the handloom working
system. Collector interact-
ed with the women work-
ing there. The women ap-
prised the Collector about
some of their basic prob-
lems. Collector directed
the concerned officers to
solve the problems raised
by the women.

Mahira Khatoon brings laurels
in Audio Visual Festival 2022

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: Mahira
Khatoon of KG-I 'D',
MGM Senior Secondary
School, Sector 6 brought
laurels for the School in
the 26th All India
Children's Educational
Audio-Video festival 2022,
conducted by Central
Institute of Educational
Technology (NCERT).
The topic for the contest
was Nature- Beautiful
Part of Life.

She secured the first
position and made her
parents as well as the in-
stitution proud. Very Rev
Thomas Ramban the VP
of the school, Hon
Correspondent Rajan
George and the School &
Church Managing
Committee members
lauded Mahira Khatoon
for her exceptional talent.
Dr BD Tharakan,
Principal, Anitha Rajan
Head Mistress, In-

Charges and the class
teachers expressed their
happiness and congratu-
lated Mahira Khatoon on
her achievement.

Tributes paid to martyrs of 
Jheeram Valley Naxal violence
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STRAY CATTLE MENACE

With city developing in all proportions, the basic problems of stray cattle on main roads
has still not being solved and raises big question mark on concerned authorities.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 26:
Residents in Raipur and
adjoining areas woke up to
a pleasant morning on
Thursday after rains. Sun
kept playing hide and seek
after early morning rains

till afternoon and subse-
quently it rained again
with cold winds after
cloud development, turn-
ing weather from hot and
humid to pleasant again in
the evening. The tempera-
ture also recorded a drop
of two to three degrees

after rainfall. Light rain
was still occurring with
thunder and lightning in
different areas.

Apart from Raipur,
other districts of the state
also received rain with
strong winds. People got a
lot of relief from the heat
as the temperature
dropped after the rain.
With rains and overcast
weather the first two days
of ‘Noutapa’ (nine days of
scorching summer) re-
mained cool and pleasant.

The weather pattern has
changed particularly
under effect of a trough.
Some areas of the state re-
ceived rain on Tuesday
night. On Wednesday also,
the first day of ‘Nautapa’
was less hot due to light

rain and partly cloudy
weather.

On Thursday heavy rain
lashed Pendra Road. The
weather changed with
strong winds in
Amarkantak, Pendra-
Marwahi area. The speed
of the dusty winds was so
strong that trees were bro-
ken in many places. There
is also a risk of damage to
electric poles. Power
breakdown was reported
in the area. After a while it
started raining heavily all
over the area. The rain
was so heavy that the
drain water spilled over
the roads. Dust storms
also raged in Bilaspur
area. Rains also occurred
in Jashpur, Mungeli,
Janjgir-Champa.

Weather turns hot and humid
to pleasant after rains

Four SHOs given fresh
posting order

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2266::  Within 15
days, the Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Prashant Agrawal on
Thursday issued fresh posting
order of four Station House
Officers of the District.

According to the order
issued, the DD Nagar Thana
in-charge Yogita Bali
Kharpade was shifted to
Vidhan Sabha Police station a
week ago but now she has
been given the charge of
Rajendra Nagar Police
Station. Similarly, the
Khamhardih SHO Kumar
Gaurav Sahu has been shifted
to DD Nagar Police Station
whereas AJAKS Thana in-
charge Vijay Yadav has been
shifted to Khamhardih Police
Station and Krishnachand
Sidar has been shifted from
Traffic Police station to
AJAKS.

It is notable that SSP had
changed SHOs of 23 Police
Stations but now few changes
have been made in the fresh
posting order issued here.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 26:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) would be conduct-
ing people-centric activi-
ties from June 1 to 14 to
high-light the achieve-
ments of Narendra Modi
government during the
last eight years.

Providing the above in-
formation to media per-
sons at party headquar-
ters here, the BJP in-
charge of party affairs in
Chhattisgarh D
Purandeswari said that

all the Members of
Parliament (MPs),
Members of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) and
other party workers
would be organizing a 75-
hour Public Relations ac-
tivities in their respec-

tive booth from June 1.
Apart from it, the party
would also take care of
the people from various
sections of society in-
cluding Farmers, Women
and from Weaker Section
of Society to ensure that

the benefits of various
public welfare pro-
grames reaches to them.

She also informed that
a book title Report to
Nation would be
launched from May 31 to
June 1 to high-light the
achievements of Mod
government.

Similarly, the BJP
would be organizing trib-
al fairs from June 3 to 6 to
create awareness among
tribals over the benefits
of public welfare scheme
for them. Apart from it,
the BJP would also asso-
ciate the Minorities with
them with a dialogue
from June 6 to 8 at vari-
ous platforms.

Yuva Morcha would be
taking out motor cycle
rally in every district

from June 7 to 13 to make
a visit to all the venues
which have been started
by NDA governments for
basic infrastructure, she
said adding that the
Union Ministers, MPs,
MLAs would join the
motor cycle rally.

With the objective to
associate the Scheduled
Caste community, the
BJP leaders would be or-
ganizing a Baba Saheb
Trust Rally from Muhu
in the month of June.

Chhattisgarh BJP
President Vishnu Deo
Sai, Leader of
Opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Dharmlal
Kaushik were also pres-
ent during the press con-
ference.

BJP to associate people to highlight achievements of Modi govt
Party in-charge
announces series of
programmes from
June 1

Raipur, May 26: An ac-
tion plan of Rs.6 crore 3
lakh was approved for the
financial year 2022-23 in
the meeting of the
Governing Council of the
District Mineral Institute
Trust (DMFT) organized
under the chairmanship
of Lok Sabha MP Raipur
Sunil Soni in
Collectorate’s Red Cross
meeting hall.

Abhanpur MLA
Dhanendra Sahu, Raipur
North MLA Kuldeep
Juneja, Balodabazar MLA
Pramod Sharma, District
Panchayat President
Domeshwari Verma,
Raipur District
Cooperative Bank

President Pankaj Sharma
instructed to complete
works for education,
health and drinking water
on top priority.

Instructions were given
in the meeting to complete
the construction of all ap-
proved schools, health cen-
ters and Anganwadi cen-
ters at the earliest, repair
of old buildings and make
arrangements for toilets
and drinking water.
Instructions were given to
make proper arrangement
of drinking water in the
district, to set up hand
pumps as per the require-
ment and to expedite the
works of Jal Jeevan
Mission. Action plan pro-
posed under DMIT fund in
the financial year 2022-23
were approved.

Under the action plan
approved in the meeting
an amount of Rs 14 lakh 82

thousand is being allocat-
ed for drinking water sup-
ply, Rs 53 lakh 53 thousand
for health care, Rs 2 crore
23 lakh 61 thousand for ed-
ucation, Rs 1 crore 4 lakh
97 thousand for agricul-
ture and other concerned
activities, Rs 10 lakh for
environment conservation
and pollution control and
Rs 93 lakh 93 thousand for
sanitation. Similarly an
amount of Rs 1 crore 2
lakh 72 thousand is being
allocated for physical in-
frastructure.

Collector Sourabh
Kumar, District Panchayat
Chief Executive Officer
Mayank Chaturvedi,
Forest Divisional Officer
Vishwesh Kumar and
many public representa-
tives and district officers
of various departments
were present in the meet-
ing.

Mega Free Health
Camp in district 

hospital Pandri today
Raipur, May 26:
Children up to 18 years of
age will be treated free of
cost under the National
Child Health Program
“Viva” from 10 am to 4
pm on Friday, May 27, at
District Hospital, Pandri,
Raipur. For this a mega
free health camp is being
organized.

Under this, pediatrics,
heart disease, M.D.
Medicine, nose ear
throat, mental diseases,
neurologist, orthopedics,
ophthalmologist, den-
tistry, physiotherapy
services will be provided
free of cost by specialist
doctors. Collector
Sourabh Kumar, Chief
Medical and Health
Officer and Civil
Surgeon have appealed
that maximum number
of people should take ad-
vantage of the camp and
avail free specialist con-
sultation facilities for im-
proving the health of
children up to the age of
18 years.

Governing Council meeting of
District Mineral Institute Trust 
p Action plan of Rs 6 cr

approved for year
2022-23
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Raipur, May 26: This
time the Chhattisgarh
Board of Secondary
Education will cover 100%
syllabus in the academic
session starting from June
16. For the last two years,
the 10th-12th board exami-
nation was being conduct-
ed on the basis of 70 per-
cent syllabus only. Entire
syllabus  could not be
taught due to Corona pan-
demic.

Due to this, the Board
had cut the syllabus after
the recommendation of
the State Government.
This year, since the situa-

tion of corona infection is
fine, so this time 100% syl-
labus will be taught. Board
officials said that orders
for this will be issued
soon. It is worth noting
that during the Corona pe-
riod, for a year, the chil-
dren had given the online
examination from  home.
During this assignments
were also issued for the
examinees. After this the
results were released on
the basis of internal as-
sessment.

The last date for sub-
mission of online applica-
tion form of Chhattisgarh
Board of Secondary
Education with normal
fee for High School and
Higher Secondary
S u p p l e m e n t a r y
Examination year 2022 is
May 31. Similarly, the date
of submission of applica-
tion form with late fee of
Rs 550 per student has
been fixed till June 7, 2022.

The Board has in-
formed all the supplemen-
tary, failed students that
they can take action to fill
the online examination
application form.
Guidelines regarding the
process of filling the on-
line application form and
the list of forwarding in-
stitution are available on
the Board’s website
www.cgbse.nic.in.

100% syllabus to be covered this time
in class 10th-12th board 

p 30 percent syllabus
was reduced during
the Corona period

Raipur, May 26: Central
Bank of India, Raipur or-
ganised Road Show by its
employees in Raipur. The
Road Show was organised
as part of the celebration of
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’,
commemorating 75 years of
India’s independence.

As per information given
by Mr. Vimal Nair, (Sr.
Manager – PR & Mktg.) the
staff took the road show
with placards on various
rates of interest on attrac-
tive schemes of the Bank

viz. Cent Grih Laxmi, Cent
Vahini, MSME, Cent Shop,
Gold loan etc.

The Regional Head of the
Bank, Mahendra Singh
flagged off the road show
which commenced from
the Bank’s Regional Office
at Bombay market reach-
ing Bhagat Singh Chowk
and returning back to the
starting point. To encour-
age the staff during the
Road Show, the Bank’s
Regional Head too took
part in this event. The
whole-hearted participa-
tion by the Bank staff lead
to a grand success of the
event.

Central Bank of India
organises Road Show

p Celebrating ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’

Raipur, May 26: A one day
training course was con-
ducted recently under the
joint aegis of the
Department of Anesthesia,
Pt JNM Memorial Medical
College, Raipur and USA
Approved Society of
Critical Care Medicine
(SSCM). A total of 30
trainees of Chhattisgarh
state were benefited in the
training course. The pro-
gram was inaugurated
with lighting of lamp by
the Chief Guest, Dean, Pt
JNM Memorial Medical
College, Raipur Dr Trupti
Nagaria.

Training was given in
the course on treatment of
critically ill patients in ICU,

respiration in a critically ill
person, treatment of heart
attack, brain stroke, severe
respiratory illness, critical
care in pregnant women
and children, cardio-pul-
monary resuscitation and
airway management, infec-
tion control and antibi-
otics.

Dr  Minesh Mehta from
Ahmedabad, Head of the
Department of
Anesthesiology, Dr
Pratibha Jain Shah,
Professor Dr Jaya Lalwani,
Head of the Critical Care
Department, Dr  Om
Prakash Sundrani and Dr
Pradeep Sharma  of
NHMMD were present for
providing training.

Training for treatment of
critically ill patients in ICU
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Raipur, May 26: The
Chief Secretary took a
meeting of all the
Divisional Commissioners
and Collectors through
video conferencing from
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here regarding
measures to increase the
income of the State
Government. In the meet-
ing, the officers were in-
structed to make special
efforts on the items of rev-
enue recovery of their de-
partment.

In the meeting, exten-
sive deliberations were
held to prepare a time
bound plan for  enhance-
ment of revenue, urban
administration, housing
and environment, mineral
resources, commercial tax
and other departments.
The Principal Secretary,
Commercial Department,

Gaurav Dwivedi also at-
tended the meeting.

The Chief Secretary di-
rected the District
Collectors to make special
efforts to inform the peo-
ple about their interests
for allotment of govern-
ment land, administra-
tion, freeholding of Nazul
and Abadi Pattas and to
give ownership rights on
slum pattas. The Chief
Secretary directed to iden-
tify vacant plots in cities
for allotment of govern-
ment land in urban areas
and upload the area and
number of vacant land on
the website of the district.

Similarly, in urban
areas, it has been said to
conduct a survey cam-
paign of better Nazul
land. The Chief Secretary
directed to receive appli-
cations from the benefici-

aries by setting physical
and financial targets for
freeholding of Nazul and
Abadiya Pattas. The Chief
Secretary directed the offi-
cers of the Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department to inform the
ward corporators of their
area about the Nazul land
and shops and plots of
urban bodies, so that they
can inform the citizens of
their ward area.

Arrangement of illegal
construction, regulariza-
tion of commercial activi-
ties on residential land,
development and allot-
ment of salable properties
of bodies, commercial
plots, conversion charges
on cases of change of land
purpose by coordinating
with the officers of
Revenue Department and
instructed to take neces-

sary action in the meet-
ing. The Chief Secretary
has directed the
D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioners to review
it continuously.

The Chief Secretary di-
rected the officers of the
Mineral Department to
prepare an action plan for
production at full capacity
in all the operating mines
and to run a time bound
program to increase the
mining capacity of the ex-
isting mines. He directed
to take necessary action to
start mining from the re-
maining mineable mines
by fixing the time limit.

Similarly, the officers of
the Water Resources
Department took detailed
information about the re-
covery of water tax from
industries and the in-
crease in revenue from
GST and VAT from the of-
ficers of the Commercial
Department. In the meet-
ing, Secretary, Revenue
Department, Mr.
N.N.Akka, Secretary of
Water Resources
Department Mr.
Anbalagan P., Secretary of
Urban Administration
Department Mrs. Alarmel
Mangai D., Joint
Secretary and Director
Geology and Mining Mr.
Jayaprakash Maurya,
Department of Mineral
Resources and other de-
partments attended the
meeting.

Special emphasis should be given on revenue
receipt items to increase income: CS

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2266:: The
Chhattisgarh State Council of
FICCI recently convened its
first meeting of FY 22-23. The
summit was presided by
Abhijit Pati, Chairman,
Chhattisgarh State Council
FICCI, CEO & Director,
BALCO. The main objective
behind the meeting was to
conduct a brainstorming ses-
sion by allowing the members
to discuss and deliberate
about further strengthening
the body and the modus
operandi regarding address-
ing of key and crucial indus-
trial issues at the state level.

The event was attended by
U P Singh , AVP , Jindal Steel
& Power, Suyash Shukla, GM,
Jindal Steel & Power, Shekhar
Subhedar, Executive Director
MHIDPL, Vikram Jain,
Director  SBT Textiles , RBE
Rao, CEO, MHIDPL, Ashwin
Garg, President URLA
Industries Association,
Manish Ahuja, Group CFO, IB
Group, Aseem Ahuja, Treasury
Head, IB Group, Rajan
Pandey, MHIDPL and Shaleen
Rao, Deputy Director & Head
FICCI Chhattisgarh State
Office.

During his address, Abhijit
Pati, Chairman, Chhattisgarh
State Council FICCI, CEO &
Director, BALCO, said, “We as
members of a prestigious
association should collective-

ly work towards strengthen-
ing the presence of FICCI in
the state through deeply
understanding government’s
approach towards industries
and government’s under-
standing of industrial issues.
FICCI is a platform to discuss
and identify crucial issues
faced by various industries of
the state and we all have to
work together towards trans-
forming the industrial fabric
of the state and nation at
large through this platform.
Our objectives can be
achieved after active involve-
ment with the state govern-
ment, by supporting the gov-
ernment in policy reforms and
by providing industrial inputs
for Ease of Doing Business in
the state, hence we should
focus on further improving
these two engagements. We
as a responsible body should
also help the government to
identify source of potential
investment which can lead to
resolving of several important
issues. Apart from raising our
voice regarding key industrial
subjects it is our responsibili-

ty to support and promote the
MSME sector as well in order
to support the holistic devel-
opment of the state. I am con-
fident that with all of our col-
lective efforts, we can
achieve all our goals.”

Pati also emphasised on
holding frequent member
meetings and formation of
executive committees within
the member units as well as
small executive committees
which could meet frequently
to review collective issues
and make representation on
matters needing urgent
attention from the govern-
ment. This could further cul-
minate in meeting with the
government stakeholders to
resolve the issues. He con-
cluded by saying that more
vibrancy, initiatives & convic-
tion with a strong eco system
to perform to strengthen the
industrial fabric of the state
will help us grow enormously
& also become visible as huge
opportunities are there.

UP Singh, AVP JSPL, repre-
senting former Chairman
Pradeep Tandon, President

JSPL, stated that experts
from various organisations
and member units can
become a part of the expert
committee to delve on
Mining, Forest &
Environmental Clearances,
Transportation and other rel-
evant issues, with a focused
approach.

Expressing his views,
Ashwin Garg, President URLA
Industries Association, said
that industry associations
work as a bridge between the
Industry and government. He
mentioned that while formu-
lating Chhattisgarh Industrial
Policy 2019-24, government
sought views from all the
prominent industry associa-
tions of the State. He further
stated that collective local
issues can be taken up by
FICCI Chhattisgarh Council to
motivate member units,
which can then be placed
before the relevant govern-
ment department as a docu-
mentary evidence.

Further, RBE Rao, CEO
MHIDPL raised the issue of
shortage of cold storage
across the state. Importance
of MSME in the growth of the
economy and the importance
of addressing local issues
related to textile industries,
was highlighted by Mr.
Vikram Jain, Director, SBT
Textiles. Manoj Ahuja, Group
CFO, IB Group emphasized on
resolving current challenges
collectively. 

Abhijit Pati convenes Ch’garh State
Council Meeting of FICCI 

p For FY 22-23

Raipur, May 26: To acceler-
ate the progress of the na-
tion, Jindal Panther Cement
will set up a cement plant in
Raigad district of
Chhattisgarh. On behalf of
the government the MoU
was signed by Manoj Kumar
Pingua, Principal Secretary,
Commerce and Industry
and Pradeep Tandon,
President, on behalf of
Jindal Panther Cement Pvt
Ltd. With this  Cement pro-
duction will become  a pri-
mary addition to the servic-
es of Steel , Power, Minning
,etc.

This decision to set up a
cement plant led by eminent
industrialist Naveen Jindal

will increase the availability
of the leading cement brand
in the market, popularly
known as Jindal Panther. A
target of producing 25 lakh
tonnes of cement and 25
lakh tonnes of clinker per
year has been set. According
to the environmental re-
quirements and the need of
the hour, energy conserva-
tion has also been arranged
in the plant  by running
this plant with 12 MW
waste heat recovery sys-
tem.

The development of the
nation will be accelerated

according to the dreams of
“Clean and Green India”.
Establishment of cement
plant is likely to generate
thousands of employment
opportunities directly and
indirectly. Apart from this,
another wind of develop-
ment will flow in the area.

Pradeep Tandon,
President, Jindal Steel &
Power informed that this
cement plant will play an
important role in building
a self-reliant India, which is
the result of the visionary
thinking of Chairman Shri
Naveen Jindal.

Jindal Panther Cement Pvt Ltd to
set up cement plant in Raigarh 
MoU signed with
Ch’garh govt,
investment of 
Rs 2119 cr

Target to produce
25 lakh tonnes of
cement and 25 lakh
tonnes of clinker
per year 

Raipur, May 26: On the
occasion of Jheeram
Tribute Day, officers and
employees of Raj Bhavan
Secretariat observed two
minutes silence while pay-
ing homage to the public
representatives, senior of-
ficials, security forces per-
sonnel and other  who
were martyred in Naxal
violence. On this occasion,
all the employees and offi-
cials took pledge to firmly
oppose Naxalism and vio-
lence, keeping a firm belief

in non-violence and toler-
ance in the state. They also
took an oath to remain de-
termined to make
Chhattisgarh state an is-
land of peace as before.

On this occasion,
Secretary to Governor
Amrit Khalkho, Legal
Advisor Rajesh
Srivastava, Deputy
Secretary Deepak Kumar
Agrawal, Controller
Harbansh Miri, Dr. Rupal
Purohit and Dr. Shishir
Sahu were present along
with all the officers and
employees of Raj Bhavan
Secretariat.
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Raipur, May 26: Lion
Dr. Arvind Neral has
been honored with Best
Lion of the Multiple Distt
3233 - the highest felicita-
tion. This multiple con-
sists of 05 districts, 580
clubs and approximately
22,000 Lion members and
to be the best among
them is a great achieve-
ment. P.I.D. and
International 3rd Vice
President ( Endorsee )
Lion A. P. Singh along
with Multiple Council
Chairman Lion J.P.
Agrawal handed this
award to Dr. Neral. He is
the first in the state of
Chhattisgarh and Distt

3233C to receive this facil-
itation.

Earlier, in District con-
ference at Katni , Distt
Governor Lion Meeta
Agrawal declared Lion
Dr. Neral as ‘Ambassador
of Lionism’, while reor-
ganizing his excellent

Presidential tenure this
year. In his 33 years of
Lionistic journey, Dr.
Neral has been elected
Secretary and President
two times and each time
he has proved to be the
best. On the basis of his
leadership qualities and

successful conduction of
many innovative, cre-
ative and constructive so-
cial activities, specially
for youth, he has created
his own distinct image
and has been bestowed
“Best Lion of the
District” award for unbe-
lievable record 08 times.

With the felicitation in
the name of ‘Lion Ratna,’
‘Lion Mitra’ and ‘Lion
Shiromani’, he is recog-
nized as an impressive
orator and effective an-
chor.

As a founder chairmen
Lion Dr. Arvind Neral is
running continuously for
last 22 years an old age
home Aashraya – Lions
Vriddhashram at Shyam
Nagar, where 35-40 senior
citizen are residing with
all day to day needs free
of cost. As an honorary
secretary of Aakanksha
– Lions Institute of
Learning and
Empowerment, since last
27 years , he is involved
actively in devoted serv-
ices of Intellectual
Disabled Children and
running of several R.C.I.

recognized academic
courses related to disabil-
ities.

While donating Blood
117 times himself, Dr.
Neral is instrumental in
Blood Donor Motivation
through Camps ,
Lectures , Seminars and
publications in various
news papers and maga-
zines. As a Club
Extension Chairman, Dr.
Neral has created 04 new
Lions Clubs and added
135 members in the
stream of Lionism.
During his zone and re-
gion chairmanship also,
he was adjudged the best.
He has credit of organiz-
ing many meeting, semi-
nar and conferences with
grand success and pub-
lished many Lionistic
magazine and souvenirs.

Recognizing his multi-
faceted activities, he has
received International
President Appreciation
Certificates four times.
Dr. Neral is considered as
a complete and a perfect
Lion, informs President,
Lions Club Raipur, in a
press release.

Dr Neral awarded Best Lion of Multiple District-3233
Highest Honors of
Lions District and
Multiple

In recently conclud-
ed annual Multiple
Convention,
President of Lions
Club

Officers and employees of Raj
Bhavan Secretariat took pledge

against violence, naxalism 

p On Jheeram Tribute Day

Bilaspur, May 26: Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University) will be
the pride of not only
Bilaspur but of the whole of
Chhattisgarh as well as be-
come the crown of the state
in the field of education.
This was stated by the Vice-
Chancellor of the Central
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal on the
occasion of laying of stone
for three new buildings in
CU.

On Thursday under the
EWS scheme of the
Ministry of Education,
Government of India, three
buildings worth Rs 60.60 cr
were approved by the
University Grants
Commission, including a
multi-storey lecture com-
plex, girls’ hostel with a ca-
pacity of 250 girls and boys’
hostel with a capacity of
250 inmates. Foundation
stone for it was laid by the
Vice-Chancellor. The tenta-

tive date for completion of
the construction work of
these buildings by CPW has
been fixed as December
2023.

The Chief Guest of the
stone laying programme,
Vice Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal said that the
university is constantly
touching new dimensions
of development in the field
of infrastructure as well as
academics. It is our respon-
sibility to be a constant con-
tributor to the development
of the University and work
with dedication to keep its
reputation intact. He said
that we should always set
new records by having big
goals and moving ahead.

The Vice-Chancellor said
that you can be successful
in life by conquering your-
self. We cannot change the
world but we can initiate
change through positive
and creative changes in
ourselves. With everyone’s
strength, cooperation, and
efforts, the university is set-

ting international stan-
dards.

On this occasion, CPWD
Chief Engineer of Raipur
Zone, Yudhishthira Naik,
Executive Engineer Civil,
Senior Architect, Director
M/s Asian Construction,
Ajmer, Deans of various
schools, Chief Warden, and
the Finance Officer of the
University expressed their
views.

In the end, the vote of
thanks was presented by
the Registrar of the
University, Prof. Dr.
Shailendra Kumar and the
function was conducted by
Dr. R.K. Choubey, OSD,
Engineering Section. On
this occasion, Prof.
Nilambari Dave, former
Vice-Chancellor and Head
of Department of Home
Science, Saurashtra
University, Rajkot Gujarat,
Deans of various Schools,
Heads of Departments, offi-
cers of CPW and project of-
ficials, teachers and officers
were present.

CU will be the pride of Ch’garh: V-C
And also the crown
of the State in
Education and
Research

Lays stone of three
new buildings in CU

Jagdalpur, May 26: It is
due to efforts and initia-
tives by the MLA and
Parliamentary secretary
(urban admn. & Labour
Deptt) Rekhchand Jain,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel granted sanctions
worth crore to Jagdalpur
Vidhan Sabha area here on
Thursday in the ‘Bhent-
Mulaquat’ programme.

During visit to Gram
Nangur and Mangalpur
(Teerathgarh) in order to
know about the ground re-
alities of government’s
schemes from the villagers,
CM made a declaration to
make Nangur area from
sub-tehsil to Tehsil and
opening of new thana in
place of check-post and
opening of a co-operative
bank in Nangur. Apart
from this he also made dec-
laration of opening of
Swamy Atmanand
Government English
Medium School and a
College in Nangur as well.
In the same way he made
declaration for ‘Dev
Gudiyas’ in Gram
Mavlipadar, Netnar,
Pandaripani of Jagdalpur
VS area.

In addition to this he
gave the gift of upgrada-
tion of High School in
Gram Netanar,

Panarapara, Bhairamganj,
Badapara, Poraguda,
Dhanpunji, Turenar into
Higher Secondary school.
Apart from this he also
granted sanction of new
building for Maharani
Laxmibai School.

During ‘Bhent-
Mulaquat’ in Gram
Mangalpur (Teerathgarh),
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel as per demand by
MLA Jagdalpur Rekchand
Jain granted sanction of
road from Kankapal to
Ledar and from Jheeram to
Alangnar and from
Jagdalpur city’s NH to
Lalbagh Maidan. He also
made declaration of beau-
tification of city’s historic
‘Butaha’ pond in
Chandrashekhar Azad
ward and laid stone for
construction of nature
trail in Teerathgarh at the

cost of Rs 2.59 cr; Rs 1.10 cr
for construction of eco-cot-
tages in Kotamsar and in-
terpretation centre. To
farmers taking up ‘Papaya’
crop in Mangalpur
Teerathgarh, CM provided
mini-tractor and pick-up
Van. As per demands of
the villagers and MLA
Rekhchand Jain, CM made
declaration for construc-
tion of hostel in SAGEMS
in Darbha block headquar-
ters.

MLA and parliamentary
secretary Rekhchand Jain
expressed gratitude to-
wards CM Bhupesh Baghel
for the above declarations
and sanctions and said that
he provided a wonderful
gift to denizens of
Jagdalpur VS area and has
written a new line for de-
velopment works in the re-
gion.

CM grants sanction of works worth crores
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Dongargaon, May 26:
There are many accidents
taking place in the drains
left open by the roadside in
the road construction work
from Jevartala to
Dongargaon and all this is
taking place due to sheer
negligence on part of the
contractor and officers
from the ADB department
and there is great deal of

resentment among the vil-
lagers related to the same.

The villagers of Gram
Kabirmaath Nadiya in-
formed that the contruc-
tion of drains is going on
for long and till date it has
not been covered. Similarly
the place where top-cover
has been placed, it is also
not done in correct man-
ner. Due to this right from
the villagers, to young chil-
dren and even animals are

falling into such open holes
of the drainage. It was last
Monday itself, the villagers
informed that a cow got in-
jured falling into the open
drain. Since the villager
saw it on time, the cow was
rescued and if at all it
would have got delayed, the
cow might have died inside
the drain itself. Among the
persons who helped to take
out the injured cow from
inside the drain included
Kiran Baghel, Himachal
Prasad, Homan, Manoj,
Gagan Vishwakarma,
Karishma, Gajadhar Sahu,
Vasudev Sahu and others.
On the other hand, the vil-
lagers have demanded the
contractor of the construc-
tion agency to get the
opened part of the drain
under construction cov-
ered at the earliest, so that
no untoward incident
takes place in time to come.
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Mainpur, May 26: The
biggest irrigation project of
Gariabandh district-
Sikasar reservoir which is
an important water reser-
voir to meet the water re-
quirement of this region is
left with only 38% of its
water holding capacity.
Scorching sun and extreme
heart is continuously dry-
ing up the reservoir. Now
the water is 50 ft away from
the main gate and water
scarcity will be severe in
the coming days. It needs to
be mentioned here, Sikasar
reservoir located 30 km
away from tehsil headquar-
ter Mainpur was estab-
lished in 1977 by joining the

two adjacent hills. Its
length is 1540 m and height
is 9.32 m. Hydroelectric
Power Plant has been estab-
lished in this reservoir. The
total established capacity of
this reservoir is 2 X 3.5 MW.
Many villages of
Gariabandh district re-
ceives water from this
reservoir for irrigation
purpose.

What official says……
"Under present circum-

stances reservoir holds
38.54% which comes to
76.65 cu m water. Water is
supplied from this reser-
voir for irrigation in 76,000
hectare land."

- Uttam Dhruv
SDO Irrigation

Sikasar Reservoir

MP dedicates ‘Muktanjali’ vehicle
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Dongargaon, May 26:
The need for a 'Muktanjali'
vehicle (for carrying dead
bodies to crematorium) in
local Community Health
centre (CHC) was felt for
long and keeping the same
in mind, the LS MP from
the district Santosh
Pandey dedicated a vehicle
for dead bodies
(Muktanjali) in the pres-
ence of Dongargaon
Hospital Medical officer
Dr Ragini Chandre.
During this BJP Mandal
President Ramkumar
Gupta, general secy.
Santosh Yadav, Gulshan
Hirwani former V-P Nagar
Panchayat, Yogesh Patel,
Komal Sahu, Bhavesh
Nikki, Radiographer Bhoj
Sahu, Dr Sahu and others
were present.

Girls receive bicycle under
‘Saraswati Cycle Scheme’
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Chakarbhata, May 26: In
Swami Atmanand
Excellent English Medium
School, Nagar Panchayat
Chakarbhata, cycles were
distributed in the school
premises to the benefici-

ary girl students of Class 9
under the government-run
Saraswati Cycle Scheme.
A total of 9 girl students
were provided with cycles
under this scheme. The
chief guest of the program
was Shadow MLA
Rajendra Prasad Shukla

apart from Ram Arya
President School
Management Committee,
Pardeshi Dhruvanshi
Nagar Panchayat
President Bodri, Manoj
Verma Aldermen, etc.
were present. The pro-
gram was conducted by

Head Master Garima
Sahni and Principal Mrs
Rina Raha proposed vote
of thanks. Satish Tiwari,
Ved Prakash Sahu, Gargi
Sen, Mubasseer Ahmed,
including students and dis-
tinguished citizens were
present in the program.
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SECR player wins silver medal
BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy  2266:: All India Railway Protection Force Body Building Competition-2022 was held at Railway Community Hall, Sambalpur  on 21st &
22nd May-2022. One participant from SECR took part in this competition. Constable Rishikesh Bhand posted in RPF Post Settlement (Raipur
Division) taking part in 90 and 100 kg category bagged silver medal in this championship. IG cum Principal Chief Security Commissioner RPF SECR
Bilaspur awarded Constable Rishikesh Bhand with individual award for this rare feat. He also encouraged women RPF staff to take part in these
competitions and assured to make available all facilities for their training.

Sikasar reservoir
almost near empty

Water 50 ft away from gate

Open drain leading to accidents!
Between Jevartala to Dongargaon

Speed up redressal of ration, pension
and revenue cases-Collector 

Central Chronicle News

KKoorrbbaa  MMaayy  2266::  District Collector
Ranu Sahu has instructed to ex-
pedite the resolution of ration;
pension and revenue cases in the
weekly review meeting, held here
in the Collectorate. The Collector
Sahu took information about ra-
tion card, pension payment and
distribution of forest rights lease
from the officials in the meeting. 

She directed to ensure pay-
ment of pension to the benefici-
aries by reviewing and checking
the pending pension payments,
along with this, instructions have
been given to benefit the citizens
by making ration cards for all the
eligible persons and ensuring the

availability of ration. 
Collector Mrs. Sahu also took

information from the officials
about the action plan to develop
Krishna Kunj in urban areas. She
instructed the officials present in
the meeting to mark the land for
developing Krishna Kunj and
plants of cultural-religious im-
portance like peepal, banyan etc.

will be planted in Krishna Kunj.
The Collector also reviewed the
progress of the ongoing con-
struction works in Swami
Atmanand English Medium
Schools in the district and direct-
ed the Chief Executive Officers
of all Janpad Panchayats to ex-
peditiously complete the works
of infrastructure like repair,
paint, electrification, construc-
tion of toilets, library, ground
leveling etc. in school buildings.
Present were ADM Mr. Sunil
Nayak, CEO of Zilla Panchayat
Nutan Kanwar, D.F.O. Katghora
Smt. Premlata Yadav, Municipal
Commissioner Shri Prabhakar
Pandey and all the departmental
officers.

FLOOD IN NAGAON

Villagers take shelter in makeshift tents near a railway track due to flood at Chaparmukh in Nagoan district, Thursday.
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Torch vehicles 
i Bhawanipatna:

Maoists have set
ablaze at least four ve-
hicles after storming
the makeshift camp of
a contractor engaged
in road construction
in Odisha’s Kalahandi
district, police said on
Thursday. The Naxals
left handwritten ban-
ners and posters, al-
leging that one of
their cadres, who was
reported to have sur-
rendered earlier this
month, was actually
arrested with the as-
sistance of the con-
tractor. At least 20
armed ultras reached
the spot near Tala
Pipili village in
Bhawanipatna block
late on Wednesday
and torched an exca-
vator, a truck and two
tractor trolleys, a po-
lice officer said.

Arrested 
i Chaibasa: A forest

ranger was arrested
in Jharkhand’s West
Singhbhum district
on Thursday on the
charge of corruption,
officials said. Vijay
Kumar Singh, who
was posted in
Manoharpur, was al-
legedly caught red-
handed while accept-
ing a bribe of Rs
10,000, Deputy
Inspector-General
(DIG) of Anti-
Corruption Bureau
Shailendra Prasad
Sinha said. Following
the arrest, his house
was searched and Rs
99 lakh in cash was
found, the DIG said.

7 detained
i Bengaluru: As many

as seven people, in-
cluding the principal
of a school, a journal-
ist, and four teachers
in Magadi Taluk of
Ramanagara district
of Karnataka, have
been detained on the
charge of leaking
question papers of the
recently concluded
10th standard exami-
nation, police sources
said. They were
picked up from differ-
ent schools, the
sources said. The
exams were conduct-
ed in March and April
and the results an-
nounced recently.
However, it turned out
recently that the ques-
tion papers were
leaked in many
places.

Cocaine seized
i Bhuj: The Directorate

of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has
seized 56 kg of co-
caine, estimated to be
worth around Rs 500
crore, from a contain-
er near the Mundra
port in Gujarat’s
Kutch district, an offi-
cial said on Thursday.
While DRI officials
did not disclose the
value of the seized
contraband, it could
be close to Rs 500 crore
as one kilogram of co-
caine is known to
fetch around Rs 10
crore in international
markets.

3 criminals arrested 
i Chandigarh: The

Haryana Police on
Thursday said it has
arrested three crimi-
nals involved in three
dozen cases of mur-
der, attempt to mur-
der and loot. A
Haryana Police
spokesperson said the
police also recovered
an illegal country-
made pistol and five
live cartridges from
them. The criminals
were arrested from
Sonipat district, the
official said. During
preliminary interro-
gation, the accused
confessed to their in-
volvement in various
crimes.

Mumbai, May 26:

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Thursday raided multiple lo-
cations in Maharashtra as
part of a money laundering
probe against state transport
minister Anil Parab and oth-
ers linked to alleged irregu-
larities in a land deal in
coastal Dapoli area of
Ratnagiri district and other
charges, officials said.

Locations in Dapoli,
Mumbai and Pune are being

searched after the federal
agency filed a fresh case
under the criminal sections
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
Parab, 57, is a three-time
Shiv Sena legislator in the
Maharashtra legislative
council and is the state trans-
port minister. The ED action
pertains to the allegations of
purchase of a parcel of land
at Dapoli by Parab in 2017 for
a consideration of Rs 1 crore
but it was registered in 2019.
Some other charges are also

being probed by the agency.
It is alleged that the land was
subsequently sold to a
Mumbai-based cable opera-
tor Sadanand Kadam in 2020
for a consideration of Rs 1.10
crore. In between, a resort
was built on the same land
from 2017 to 2020. An Income
Tax Department investiga-
tion earlier had alleged that
the construction of the re-
sort started in 2017 and over
Rs 6 crore was spent in cash
on construction of the 
resort.

ED raids multiple locations in probe
linked to Maha minister, others

Shimla, May 26 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi may hold
a road show in Shimla on
May 31, Himachal
Pradesh chief minister
Jai Ram Thakur said
here on Thursday.

The road show will be
finalised after getting
clearance from the
Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO), he added.

It is a matter of joy as a
national level function is
being held in Shimla to
mark the eighth anniver-
sary of Narendra Modi-
led BJP government at
the Centre, Thakur said.

Thakur said Modi
would reach on the dais
at Ridge Maidan at 11 am
after arriving in Shimla
at 10.30 am on Tuesday.

Thereafter the prime
minister will interact

with the chief ministers
of various states virtual-
ly and with some benefi-
ciaries of various
schemes, the chief min-
ister said.

Subsequently, Modi
will address the nation
from the historic Ridge

Maidan on completion of
eight years of his gov-
ernment, he added.

To a query, Thakur
said all precautions
would be taken to ensure
safety of the Ridge
Maidan. He said such
gatherings had held ear-

lier too and this public
meeting would be a
grand one.

Modi’s May 31 Shimla
visit ahead of Assembly
elections in Himachal
Pradesh is considered
significant. The hill state
is scheduled to go for
polls in December.

The PM is also sched-
uled to visit
Dharamshala in June
where he will address
chief secretaries of vari-
ous states.

Earlier, Modi came to
Himachal Pradesh about
five months ago on
December 27 to address a
rally at the Paddal
ground in the chief min-
ister’s home district
Mandi to mark the
fourth anniversary of
the Jai Ram Thakur-led
BJP government in the
state.

PM Modi may hold road show in Shimla on May 31

Kolkata, May 26: 

Leading menswear brand
Turtle Limited  (Ltd.) in col-
laboration with the Turtle
Survival Alliance (TSA), re-
leased hundreds of hatch-
lings of the critically endan-
gered Red-crowned roofed
turtle (Batagurkachuga) and
the Three-striped roofed tur-
tle (Batagurdhongoka) in the
lower Chambal river area on
Sunday, to commemorate
World Turtle Day, celebrated
all over the world on May 23.
A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was

also signed on the occasion
between Turtle Ltd and TSA,
an international conserva-
tion organization, to save
fresh water turtles from be-
coming extinct.

The fresh water turtle pop-
ulation in India and across
the globe has been diminish-
ing at an alarming rate,
prompting the Kolkata based
apparel brand to participate
in the Turtle conservation
project at Chambal in
Etawah and take it up as part
of their Corporate Social
Responsibility endeavour. On
behalf of Turtle Ltd.
NarinderKauur – Head
Marketing and on behalf of
TSA, Dr. Shailendra Singh,
the frontrunner of turtle con-
servation in the country,
were present during signing
of the MOU.

Turtle Ltd. has its pres-
ence in more than 150

Exclusive Brand outlets pan
India and presence in Large
Format Stores.

“We are committed to the
cause of sustainability to
people, planet and society
and as a part of this commit-
ment framework Turtle Ltd.
has collaborated with the ex-
pertise of TSA, to engage and
contribute in activities and
projects related to turtle con-
servation and also the preser-

vation of the surrounding
flora & fauna. We as repre-
sentatives of Brand Turtle
Ltd. thus see this as an oppor-
tunity for us to give it back to
the society and environ-
ment,” said Mr. Rupam Deb,
Brand Manager – Turtle Ltd
on the occasion of the release
of the hatchlings of the rare
species. Also present was Dr.
Saurabh Dewan,
Development Researcher,

TSA, who said, “Chambal
conservation project, initiat-
ed in 2006, jointly with the
Uttar Pradesh Forest
Department is one of the
flagship projects that is fo-
cused on two of the most
threatened fresh-water tur-
tles of the country – Red-
crowned roofed turtle and
the Three-striped roofed tur-
tle, protecting around three
hundred nests of the two
species around Chambal
every year.”

Dr. Arunima Singh,
Project Officer, TSA India
added, “These nests are
guarded in 24*7 manned
river-side hatcheries and the
hatchlings are immediately
released at the natal sites
from where the nests are
recorded, in a measure to
minimize depredation of
eggs and long term popula-
tion supplementation.”

Turtle Limited commemorates World Turtle Day 

Telangana, May 26:

Pledging to establish
“Ram Rajya” in Telangana,
BJP chief Bandi Sanjay
challenged AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi to exca-
vate all mosques of the
state and if shivlingas are
found, then the Muslims
will have to hand the
mosques to the Hindus and
if bodies are found,
Muslims can claim those.

Addressing the Hindu
Ekta Yatra held on the oc-
casion of Hanuman
Jayanti in Karimnagar,
Bandi Sanjay said,
“Wherever mosque prem-
ises are excavated,
Shivalingas are found. I’m
challenging Owaisi that we
will dig all mosques in the
State. If dead bodies are re-
covered, you (Muslims)
claim it. If Shiva
(Shivalinga) is found, hand

it over to us. Will you ac-
cept it?” When BJP will
come to power in
Telangana, minority reser-
vations will be abolished
and the Urdu language will
be banned,” he said.

“If ‘Rama Rajya’ comes,
we will completely ban the
Urdu language. In the
country wherever bomb
blasts take place, it’s be-
cause Madrasas have be-
come the training centers
for terrorists. We should
identify them,” Telangana
BJP chief said.

He vowed that the BJP
would get the state rid of
the evil forces and estab-
lish Ram Rajya.

“If the BJP comes to
power, we shall shut down
all the Madarsas, do away
with the reservations
being given to minorities
and provide additional
quota for SCs, STs, OBCs

and EBCs. We shall also
permanently ban Urdu as
the second official lan-
guage,” he said.

He said he would contin-
ue to be like the son of
Karimnagar and assured
that he would stand by the
people of the district in all
their needs.

“Till my last breath, I
shall fight for uniting the
Hindu society in
Telangana,” he asserted.

He said he had fought
against the communal ele-
ments who had planted
bombs at several places in
Telangana, including at
Karimnagar, Korutla,
Jagitial and Hyderabad
and killed innocent
Hindus. Sanjay also
warned the communal ele-
ments who were trapping
Hindu sisters in the name
of Love Jihad, taking ad-
vantage of their poverty.

Dig all mosques: Telangana BJP tells Owaisi

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

Heart diseases, pneumo-
nia and asthma together
claimed the highest num-
ber of lives — over 42 per
cent — of the total
18,11,688 medically certi-
fied deaths registered in
the country in 2020.

However, the total num-
ber of registered deaths in
the country was 81,15,882.

According to the
‘Report on Medical
Certification of Cause of
Death 2020’, prepared by
India’s Registrar General
and Census
Commissioner, COVID-19,
which hit the country in
that year, claimed nearly
nine per cent of the lives
— 1,60,618 people.

While diseases of circu-

latory system claimed 32.1
per cent lives, respiratory
system related diseases
were responsible for 10
per cent deaths. Those
who died due to diseases
of pulmonary circulation
and other forms of heart
diseases and ischemic
heart diseases were cate-
gorised as deaths due to
‘diseases of circulatory
system’.

Deaths from pneumo-
nia, asthma, and related
diseases were termed as
deaths due to the ‘diseases
of respiratory system’.

The third leading group,
constituting 8.9 per cent of
the total medically certi-
fied deaths, was classified
under the ‘Codes for spe-
cial purposes: COVID-19’.

Certain infectious and

parasitic diseases, which
were the fourth leading
cause of death, were
mainly constituted by sep-
ticemia and tuberculosis.
They claimed 7.1 per cent
lives in 2020 in India.

The fifth leading cause,
endocrine, nutritional and
metabolic diseases were
responsible for 5.8 per cent
of the total medically cer-
tified deaths. Diabetes and
mellitus were the major
causes under this catego-
ry. The sixth leading rea-
son of country’s deaths
was injury, poisoning, and
certain other conse-
quences of external caus-
es (fractures, poisoning by
drugs and biological sub-
stances) and it constituted
5.6 per cent of the total
deaths.

Heart problems, pneumonia, asthma claimed
42% of total deaths in India in 2020; Covid 9%

New Delhi,May 26:

The Congress has said
that it will take the deci-
sion within next 60 days
on whether the 2023 as-
sembly polls in Rajasthan
will be held under Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot.

According to the party
leadership, it does not
want to create a Punjab-
like situation where it had
been postponed till the
last moment.

Will Congress go to the
elections under the lead-
ership of Gehlot or
Sachin or will adopt the
formula of collective lead-
ership, will be finalised
soon.

The situation will be-
come clear after the Rajya
Sabha elections to be held
on June 10.

Overall, the situation of
confusion will end soon

and it will be announced
whether to go to the elec-
tions under the leader-
ship of Ashok Gehlot or to
change the leadership.

The party believes that
it is necessary to take a
clear decision so that
preparations for the elec-
tions are done with full
gusto.

There should be no con-
fusion between the organ-
isation and the workers.

If the election is to be
contested under the lead-

ership of Ashok Gehlot,
then that should also be
clear and if the leadership
is to be changed, then that
too has to be announced
well within time.

Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, after dis-
cussing with the state in-
charge Ajay Maken and
other leaders, has decided
that after the Rajya Sabha
elections, the final deci-
sion will be taken so that
no change is made like
Punjab.

Gehlot or Pilot: Cong to decide after RS polls

Security personnel stand guard during a raid at a property belonging to Shiv Sena leader
Anil Parab by Enforcement Directorate (ED) in a money laundering case, at Bandra in
Mumbai, Thursday.

An officer instructs police personnel in preparation for
Prime Minister Narendra Modis rally, at Ridge in Shimla,
Thursday.

p With release of
hundreds of criti-
cally endangered
Turtle hatchlings
into the Chambal
river

Cong-NCP our real enemies,
not BJP: Sena leader

Mumbai, May 26:

Shiv Sena (youth wing)
leader Vikas Gogawale
on Thursday said that
the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) and the
Congress party are the
real enemies of the Shiv
Sena and not the BJP.

Gogawale said that the
BJP has a low vote share
in the region.

“We’re expanding our
party in Raigad. BJP has
a low vote share in
Mahad Taluka. NCP and
Congress party are our
real enemies here as they
take credit for the works
done by Shiv Sena work-
ers,” said Gogawale.

He further added that
efforts were being made
to mar the alliance.
“Four former Congress
corporators and a Shiv
Sena corporator joined
NCP last month in the
presence of NCP state
president Jayant Patil
here. We’re trying to save
our alliance but they are
working to spoil it,” he
said.

Shiv Sena (youth wing)

leader Vikas Gogawale

PM Modi to inaugurate
India’s biggest 
drone festival

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2266  ((PPTTII))::
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate India’s
biggest drone festival here
on Friday and interact with
kisan drone pilots as well as
witness open-air drone
demonstrations.

‘Bharat Drone Mahotsav
2022’ is a two-day event and
being held on May 27 and 28.

Modi will inaugurate
India’s biggest Drone
Festival ‘Bharat Drone
Mahotsav 2022’ on May 27 at
10 am at Pragati Maidan,
New Delhi, the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) said
in a statement.

The prime minister will
interact with kisan drone
pilots, witness open-air
drone demonstrations and
interact with startups in the
drone exhibition centre, the
statement said. 
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ARMY VEHICLE PATROL

An Israeli army vehicle patrols near Metula along the Israeli side of the border with
southern Lebanon near Sahl al-Khiyam (Khiyam plain).

BRIEF

Money laundering
Paris: The former
president of the
Louvre museum has
received preliminary
charges for alleged
antiquities traffick-
ing during his tenure
as head of the famous
Paris museum. Police
in the French capital
charged Jean-Luc
Martinez on
Wednesday with com-
plicity in organised
fraud and money
laundering, accord-
ing to the Paris prose-
cutors’ office. The
prosecutor’s office
said that two of
Martinez’ former col-
leagues in the
Louvre’s Egyptian
antiquities depart-
ment were also taken
into custody this
week but released
without charges.

11 babies killed 
Dakar: A fire in the
neonatal unit of a
hospital in Senegal
has killed 11 new-
borns, President
Macky Sall said. Only
three infants could be
saved. To their moth-
ers and families, I ex-
press my deepest
sympathy, Sall tweet-
ed late Wednesday.
The fire was blamed
on an electrical short
circuit at the Mame
Abdou Aziz Sy
Dabakh Hospital in
Tivaouane, a town
120 kilometers (75
miles) northeast of
the capital, Dakar,
Mayor Demba Diop
said. The deadly fire
comes a year after
four other newborns
died in a hospital fire
in Linguere in north-
ern Senegal.

Foreign secretary 
Sarajevo: British
Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss is visiting
Sarajevo on
Thursday to reaffirm
the UK’s commit-
ment to peace and
stability in Bosnia
amid growing fears of
malign influence
from Russia in the
ethnically-divided
Balkan country.
During her one-day
trip, Truss will meet
with top Bosnian offi-
cials and announce
plans to deepen secu-
rity and economic
partnership with (the
country) in the face of
secessionists and
Russian attempts to
influence and desta-
bilise it, the UK
Foreign Office said in
a statement. Truss
will also address
Bosnia’s multi-ethnic
armed forces to urge
support for Ukraine
with a message that
Russia’s aggression
cannot be appeased.
It must be met with
strength , it added.

Two killed 
Dubai: An Indian
national and a
Pakistani citizen
were killed in a gas
cylinder explosion at
a restaurant in
UAE’s capital Abu
Dhabi early this
week that also left
120 others injured,
including 106
Indians, according
to a media report.
The incident hap-
pened on Monday af-
ternoon in a restau-
rant in Abu Dhabi in
which a total of 120
people were injured.
The two killed, in-
cluded an Indian and
a Pakistani, the
Khaleej Times re-
ported on
Wednesday. Two peo-
ple an Indian and a
Pakistani expat died
and 120 people, in-
cluding 106 Indians
were injured in the
gas explosion at a
restaurant in UAE’s
capital Abu Dhabi,
the report said.

Davos, May 26 (PTI):

As the world faces a se-
vere food crisis due to
the war in Ukraine,
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Thursday said India is a
responsible country that
is committed to all possi-
ble help to the rest of the
globe.

“However, with such a
big population, our own
need for foodgrains is
much higher. However,
we will ramp up our pro-
duction and it is my
humble request that all
other countries should

also do the same and all
responsible countries
should come together to
tackle the food crisis,’’
the minister said at the
World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting here.

“India is a responsible
country and is commit-
ted to provide all help
that may be required.
The Indian philosophy
of the whole world being
one family saw India
helping the rest of the
world with medicines
and vaccines even dur-
ing the lockdowns,” he
said in reply to a ques-
tion on fears of famine,

especially in Africa.
Mandaviya, also the

union minister of chem-
icals and fertilisers, was
speaking at a session on
‘Redefining Food

Systems with Emerging
Technologies’.

He elaborated on the
role of technology and
innovations in building
resilience in global food
systems and also high-
lighted various efforts of
the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment in modernising
the agriculture sector.

“India is a big country
with huge diversity and
almost half the popula-
tion depends on farm-
ing. We are taking a
number of initiatives so
that farmers get fertilis-
ers at cheaper rates and

also they get the infor-
mation digitally on soil
health etc.

“We are trying to en-
sure that the costs re-
main low for farmers
and their productivity
improves. We are provid-
ing all kinds of financial
and technical support to
farmers.

Despite the size of
farms going down, the
production is going up
in India,” he noted. The
government is helping
farmers adopt new tech-
nologies to enhance the
production, the minister
added.

India will ramp up foodgrain production, 
committed to help in global food crisis: Mandaviya

Washington, May 26:
Former Chief Executive
Officer Jack Dorsey has
stepped down from the
Twitter board of directors.
The announcement came
on Wednesday — the same
day that Twitter held its

annual shareholder meet-
ing, TechCrunch reported.

Dorsey’s exit from the
Twitter board marks his
full exit from the mi-
croblogging site.

The plan for Dorsey to
leave the board has been in
place since he stepped
down as CEO in November
201 and handed over the
role to India’s Parag
Agrawal. At that time, the
company noted that
Dorsey would stay on the
board “until his term ex-
pires at the 2022 meeting of
stockholders.”

News of Dorsey’s leav-
ing the Twitter board
comes at a time when
Tesla CEO Elon Musk is
planning to front USD 33.5
billion in his bid to take
over Twitter.

Former CEO Jack Dorsey
exits Twitter board

Islamabad, May 26 (PTI):

Ousted prime minister
of Pakistan Imran Khan
on Thursday gave a six-
day deadline to the
Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment for dissolving
provincial assemblies and
announcing fresh general
elections, warning that if
the “imported govern-
ment” failed to do so, he
would return to the capital
with the “entire nation”.

Addressing a rally of
thousands of protesters of
the Azadi March’ at
Jinnah Avenue here on
Thursday morning, Khan
lashed out at the govern-
ment for using tactics like
raids and arrests to stop
his party’s march, even as
he thanked the Supreme
Court (SC) for taking no-
tice of the matter.

“Government has tried
every method to crush our
Azadi March, they used
teargas on peaceful
protest, our homes were
raided and privacy of the

homes were violated, how-
ever, I have seen the nation
free itself of fear of slav-
ery, he said.

“My message for the im-
ported government is to

dissolve assemblies and
announce elections, other-
wise, I will come back
again to Islamabad after
six days, he was quoted as
saying by the Geo News.

Noting that there was a
“huge responsibility” on
the Supreme Court judges,
Khan asked where in a
democracy peaceful
protests were not allowed
and demonstrators had to
face tear-gas shelling, po-
lice raids and arrests.

“I had decided that I will
sit here until the govern-
ment dissolves assemblies
and announces elections,
but of what I have seen in
the past 24 hours, they
(govt) are taking the na-
tion towards anarchy,” he
said, claiming that the gov-
ernment was also trying to
create a divide between
the nation and police.

Imran Khan gives 6-day ultimatum to
Pakistan govt to announce fresh polls

Ousted Pakistan’s prime minister Imran Khan (C) leads a
rally in Islamabad early on Thursday. Pakistan called in the
army after Khan led a rally to the capital Islamabad with
thousands of supporters — in a showdown with his politi-
cal rivals that saw clashes break out between protesters
and police.

Tokyo, May 26 (AP):

Japanese and US forces
have conducted a joint
fighter jet flight over the
Sea of Japan, Japan’s
Defense Ministry said
Thursday, in an apparent
response to a Russia-
China joint bomber flight
while US President Joe
Biden was in Tokyo.

The Japan-U.S. joint
flight on Wednesday was
meant to confirm com-
bined capabilities of the
Japanese SDF and the U.S.
forces and to further
strengthen the Japan-U.S.
alliance,” the Joint Staff of
the Japanese Self-Defense
Force said in a statement.
In order to respond to any
emergency, we are taking

utmost readiness.
The flight was also held

hours after North Korea
fired three missiles, in-
cluding an intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile, to-
ward the sea between the
Korean Peninsula and
Japan, amid concerns
about another nuclear test
by Pyongyang. The mis-
siles fell into the waters
outside of Japan’s exclu-
sive economic zone.

Chinese and Russian
strategic bombers con-
ducted joint flights near
Japan on Tuesday, Japan’s
Defense Ministry said,
while Biden was meeting
with Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
and their counterparts
from India and Australia

for the Quad, an Indo-
Pacific security and eco-
nomic coalition meant as a
counterweight to China’s
growing influence in the
region.

Chinese H-6 bombers
joined Russian TU-95s
over the Sea of Japan and
flew to areas over the East
China Sea, but did not vio-
late Japanese airspace,
said Japanese Defense
Minister Nobuo Kishi.
Separately, a Russian IL-20
reconnaissance plane was
spotted flying off the
northern Japanese coast.

The Chinese-Russian
joint flight represented an
increased level of provoca-
tion and a threat to the
Quad, Kishi said later
Tuesday.

Japan, US fly fighters after China
drill, N. Korean missiles

Wellington, May 26 (AP):

China wants 10 small
Pacific nations to endorse a
sweeping agreement cover-
ing everything from securi-
ty to fisheries in what one
leader warns is a game-
changing bid by Beijing to
wrest control of the region.

A draft of the agreement
obtained by The Associated
Press shows that China
wants to train Pacific police
officers, team up on tradi-
tional and non-traditional
security” and expand law
enforcement cooperation.

China also wants to joint-
ly develop a marine plan for
fisheries which would in-
clude the Pacific’s lucrative
tuna catch increase cooper-

ation on running the re-
gion’s internet networks,
and set up cultural
Confucius Institutes and
classrooms. China also
mentions the possibility of
setting up a free trade area
with the Pacific nations.
China’s move comes as
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
and a 20-strong delegation
begin a visit to the region
this week.

In Washington, U.S. State
Department spokesman
Ned Price expressed con-
cern Wednesday about
China’s intentions, saying
Beijing might use the pro-
posed accords to take ad-
vantage of the islands and
destabilize the region.

We are concerned that

these reported agreements
may be negotiated in a
rushed, nontransparent
process, Price told re-
porters. He warned that
China “has a pattern of of-
fering shadowy, vague deals
with little transparency or
regional consultation in
areas related to fishing, re-
lated to resource manage-
ment, development, devel-
opment assistance and
more recently even security
practices. Price added that
agreements that include
sending Chinese security
officials to the nations
“could only seek to fuel re-
gional international ten-
sions and increase con-
cerns over Beijing’s expan-
sion of its internal security

apparatus to the Pacific.
Wang is visiting seven of
the countries he hopes will
endorse the Common
Development Vision the
Solomon Islands, Kiribati,
Samoa, Fiji, Tonga,
Vanuatu and Papua New
Guinea. Wang is also hold-
ing virtual meetings with
the other three potential
signatories the Cook
Islands, Niue and the
Federated States of
Micronesia. He is hoping
the countries will endorse
the pre-written agreement
as part of a joint commu-
nique after a scheduled
May 30 meeting in Fiji he is
holding with the foreign
ministers from each of the
10 countries.

China wants 10 Pacific nations to
endorse sweeping agreement

Islamabad, May 26 (AP):

A series of explosions
shook Afghanistan on
Wednesday, the Taliban
said, including a blast inside
a mosque in the capital of
Kabul that killed at least five
worshippers and three
bombings of minivans in
the country’s north that
killed nine passengers.

The Islamic State group’s
local affiliate claimed re-
sponsibility for the minivan
bombings. The Kabul
Emergency Hospital said it
received 22 victims of the
mosque bombing, includ-
ing five dead. There were
no further details on the
blast that struck the Hazrat
Zakaria Mosque in the
city’s central Police
District 4, according to
Khalid Zadran, a Taliban
police spokesman in Kabul.

The blast took place
while people were inside
the mosque for the evening
prayers, Zadran said,
adding that they were wait-
ing for an update.

The minivans were tar-
geted in the northern city

of Mazar-e-Sharif after ex-
plosive devices were placed
inside the vehicles, accord-
ing to Mohammad Asif
Waziri, a Taliban-appointed
spokesman in Balkh
province. He said the explo-
sions killed nine and
wounded 15. All the victims
in Mazar-e-Sharif were from
the country’s minority
Shiite Muslims, according
to a police official who
spoke on condition of
anonymity as he was not
authorized to give details to

the media. The IS claim of
responsibility was posted
on the Sunni militant
group’s Aamaq news
agency. The statement said
IS targeted three buses with
improvised explosive de-
vices. There was no claim
of responsibility for the
Kabul mosque explosion
but it also bore the hall-
marks of the regional affil-
iate of the Islamic State
group, known as Islamic
State in Khorasan
Province, or IS-K.

Blast in Kabul mosque, IS bombs
in north Afghanistan kill 14

U p to 30 per cent of people
with depression don't re-

spond to treatment with anti-
depressants. This may be
down to differences in biology
between patients and the fact
that it often takes a long time
to respond to the drugs with
some people giving up after a
while. So there is an urgent
need to expand the repertoire
of drugs available to people
with depression. In recent
years, attention has turned to
psychedelics such as psilocy-
bin, the active compound in
magic mushrooms . Despite a
number of clinical trials show-
ing that psilocybin can rapidly
treat depression, including for
cancer-related anxiety and de-
pression, little is known about
how psilocybin actually works
to relieve depression in the
brain.

Now two recent studies, pub-
lished in The New England
Journal of Medicine and
Nature Medicine, have shed
some light on this mysterious
process. Psilocybin is a hallu-
cinogen that changes the
brain's response to a chemical
called serotonin. When broken
down by the liver (into psilocin
), it causes an altered state of
consciousness and perception
in users.

Previous studies, using func-
tional MRI (fMRI) brain scan-
ning, have shown that psilocy-
bin seems to reduce activity in
the medial prefrontal cortex,

an area of the brain that helps
regulate a number of cognitive
functions, including attention,
inhibitory control, habits and
memory. The compound also
decreases connections be-
tween this area and the poste-
rior cingulate cortex, an area
that may play a role in regulat-
ing memory and emotions. An
active connection between
these two brain areas is nor-
mally a feature of the brain's
default mode network . This
network is active when we rest
and focus internally, perhaps
reminiscing about the past, en-
visioning the future or think-
ing about ourselves or others.

By reducing the activity of
the network, psilocybin may
well be removing the con-
straints of the internal self
with users reporting an
opened mind with increased
perception of the world
around them. Interestingly, ru-
mination, a state of being
stuck in negative thoughts,
particularly about oneself, is a
hallmark of depression. And
we know that patients with
higher levels of negative rumi-
nation tend to show increased
activity of the default mode
network compared with other
networks at rest literally be-
coming less responsive to the
world around them. It remains
to be seen, however, if the
symptoms of depression cause
this altered activity, or if those
with a more active default
mode network are more prone
to depression.

New results
The most compelling evi-

dence of how psilocybin works
comes from a double-blind ran-
domised controlled trial (the
gold-standard of clinical stud-
ies) that compared a group of
depressed people taking psilo-
cybin with those taking the ex-
isting antidepressant drug esci-
talopram something that's
never been done before. The

trial was further analysed
using fMRI brain scans, and the
results were compared with
other fMRI findings from an-
other recent clinical trial.

Just one day after the first
dose of psilocybin, fMRI meas-
ures revealed an overall in-
crease in connectivity between
the brain's various networks,
which are typically reduced in
those with severe depression.
The default mode network was
simultaneously reduced, while
connectivity between it and
other networks was increased
backing up previous, smaller
studies. The dose increased
connectivity more in some peo-
ple than others. But the studies
showed that the people who had
the biggest boost in connection
between networks also had the
greatest improvement in their
symptoms six months later.

The brains of people taking
escitalopram, on the other
hand, showed no change in con-
nectivity between the default
mode and other brain networks
six weeks after treatment start-
ed. It is possible that escitalo-
pram may bring about changes
at a later time point. But the
rapid onset of psilocybin's anti-
depressant effect means it may
be ideal for people who don't re-
spond to existing antidepres-
sants.

The study proposes that the
observed effect may be due to
psilocybin having more con-
centrated action on receptors
in the brain called serotonergic
5-HT2A receptors than escitalo-
pram. These receptors are acti-
vated by serotonin and are ac-
tive throughout network brain
areas, including the default
mode network. We already
know that the level of binding
by psilocybin to these receptors
leads to psychedelic effects.
Exactly how their activation
leads to changes in network
connectivity is still to be ex-
plored though.

The end of traditional 
antidepressants?

This does raise the question
of whether altered activity of
the brain's networks is re-
quired for treating depression.
Many people taking traditional
antidepressants still report an
improvement in their symp-
toms without it. In fact, the
study showed that, six weeks
after commencing treatment,
both groups reported improve-
ment in their symptoms.
According to some depression
rating scales, however, psilocy-
bin had the greatest effect on
overall mental wellbeing. And a
greater proportion of patients
treated with psilocybin showed
a clinical response compared
with those treated with esci-
talopram (70% versus 48%).

More patients in the psilocy-
bin group were also still in re-
mission at six weeks (57% ver-
sus 28%). The fact that some pa-
tients still do not respond to
psilocybin, or relapse after
treatment, shows just how diffi-
cult it can be to treat depres-
sion. What's more, mental
health professionals supported
both treatment groups during
and after the trial. The success
of psilocybin is heavily depend-
ent on the environment in
which it is taken. This means it
is a bad idea to use it for self-
medicating. Also, patients were
carefully selected for psilocy-
bin-assisted therapy based on
their history to avoid the risk of
psychosis and other adverse ef-
fects. Regardless of the caveats,
these studies are incredibly
promising and move us closer
to expanding the available
treatment options for patients
with depression. What's more,
internalised negative thought
processes are not specific to de-
pression. In due course, other
disorders, such as addiction or
anxiety, may also benefit from
psilocybin-assisted therapy.
(The Conversation)

Chronicle
C E N T R A L

Established  1974  Volume  47  No. 232

Gun culture in the US 
Salvador Ramos, an 18-year-old

gunman, opened fire at the Texas
Robb Elementary School, killing at
least 19 children, two adults (in-
cluding one teacher) as he went
from classroom to classroom. It
was the deadliest school shooting
since the 2012 massacre in
Newtown, Connecticut. Hence no
one is surprised that although
America has declared a decisive
fight against terrorism and calls it-
self as big brother of humanity and
may declare itself as the champion
of democracy in the world, but it
has never been able to do anything
to stop the gun culture.  "As a na-
tion we have to ask, when in God's
name are we going to stand up to
the gun lobby? When in God's
name are we going to do what has
to be done?" Biden asked. "Why
are willing to live with this car-
nage?" Though his thinking is ap-
preciable and timely, he forgets
that in the last 230 years, America
has not been able to eliminate gun
culture because the former
President himself was influenced
by it. This gun culture was the
biggest reason behind the assassi-
nation of four former US
Presidents, beginning with
Abraham Lincoln (1865) and ending
with John F Kennedy (1963). Also
Read - World champion boxer
Nikhat Zareen – Star of the BOI
family Additionally, two Presidents
have been injured in attempted as-
sassinations: former president
Theodore Roosevelt (1912) who
loved to be photographed with a
gun, and Ronald Reagan (1981).  As
per media reports, the US has 120
guns for every 100 people. This is
not the sign of a democratic coun-
try and hence to avoid it, this is the
right time to see whether President
Biden will deliver a more policy-ori-
ented speech in the coming days,
calling on Congress to take specific
action to control the powerful gun
lobby. 

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Education must 
not be degraded 

Just a day before yesterday the
Punjab Chief Minister had sent a
Cabinet Minister to jail because of
various complaints against him.
One must have full determination
and strong willpower to do so and
such an act is not expected from
the West Bengal Government. The
Calcutta High Court recently or-
dered Ankita Adhikary, the daugh-
ter of West Bengal's Minister of
State for Education Paresh
Adhikary, to return the salary which
she received as a school teacher
since 2018 and also barred her from
entering the school premises where
she was working. This case was
brought to the notice of the court
by the petitioner by bravely facing
the situation, but how many per-
sons can face such a terrible situa-
tion? That is the reason that Indian
students are going abroad for high-
er education. Recently, the country
had faced a crucial situation due
the Ukraine war where 20,000
Indian students were studying
medical courses. If such type of
malpractices continues, then what
will be use of introduction of the
New Education Policy? No Indian
university is among the top one
hundred universities of the world It
is expected from the authorities
concerned to improve the world
ranking of Indian universities.
Finally, the West Bengal
Government should ensure that
such type of activities do not recur
in the State as they tarnish the
image of the State. 

Yash Pal Ralhan, Jalandhar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAccttoorr  KKaarrtthhii

@@KKaarrtthhii__OOffffll

Dear brothers and sisters,

I’m always humbled and

forever indebted for all

the love you shower on

me. Thank you for keep-

ing me in your thoughts

and prayers!

TT  SS  SSiinngghhddeeoo@@TTSS__SSiinngghhDDeeoo

According to a report, more than a crore
women have lost jobs in India & 25 lakh
women have lost jobs between Jan-April
2022 alone.A few years ago, Mohan
Bhagwat infamously said, "Women should
be just housewives". Clearly, his Govt's
failed policies are turning it into reality.

SS  GGuurruummuurrtthhyy@@ssgguurruummuurrtthhyy

Some one asked me why TN
Visual media is silent on BJP
worker and that too a Dalit being
slaughtered and killed. I had no
answer. Only a  question. Do they
think if a BJP worker can be
killed, it is no big deal?

JJaaiirraamm  RRaammeesshh
@@JJaaiirraamm__RRaammeesshh

In mid-April, the Prime
Minister characteristically
boasted to President Biden
that India could feed the
world. Now, India is staring
at vastly depleting wheat
stocks to feed itself. Curbs
have also been imposed on
sugar exports. But no
doubt, boasts will continue

unhampered.

AAMMRRUUTTAA  FFAADDNNAAVVIISS@@ffaaddnnaavviiss__aammrruuttaa

Walked #CannesRedCarpet at #CannesFilmFestival2022  to raise awareness about food,health & sus-
tainability along with-1st Lady of Cote D’ivoire Mrs Dominique Ouattara, Princess Ghida Talal,actor
@sharonstone, Kiera Chaplin,organised by #BetterWorldFund.

AAnnsshhuull  SSaaxxeennaa@@AAsskkAAnnsshhuull
IIT Delhi study said: Biomass burn-
ing emissions rather than fireworks
drive the poor air quality in Delhi
during the days following Diwali.
Last year, IIT Kanpur study said:
Firecrackers are not even in list of
top 15 contributors to air pollution
but SC refused to accept study.

T he Centre's decision to cut excise duty on petrol and diesel by
Rs 8 and Rs 6 a litre respectively is welcome, though late. In

face, it's a belated acknowledgement that April’s multi-year highs in
inflation were spurred in significant measure by high fuel prices.
Coming more than six months after its last duty reduction — on
Deepavali eve — the latest cut is a welcome step to ease the burgeon-
ing cost burden on producers and consumers. This is the second time
in the recent past that the Centre has cut fuel taxes. In November last
year, the Centre had lowered the excise duty on petrol by Rs 5 and by
Rs 10 on diesel. Back then, 21 states and some Union Territories had
followed suit, cutting the VAT. If state governments follow suit this
time also, the relief could be higher. Prior to this cut, taxes imposed
by the Centre and states accounted for almost 43 per cent of the re-
tail selling price of petrol. But with the latest cut, the government has
brought the excise duty back to pre-pandemic levels. As per the fi-
nance minister, the reduction in excise duty will lower the govern-
ment’s revenue by around Rs 1 lakh crore. However, it is possible that
this loss in revenue is offset in part by higher collections through
other sources. As per some analysts, the government’s tax revenues
will exceed budget estimates by around Rs 1.3 lakh crore, even after
this cut. Alongside, the government also reduced the customs duty on
raw materials and intermediaries for plastic products and iron and
steel. Undoubtedly, these decisions are driven by the desire to cool
the surge in inflation — recent data showed that retail inflation had
risen to an eight-year high of 7.9 per cent in April, while wholesale in-
flation has been in double digits for 13 consecutive months. But, im-
plicit in these decisions is also the acknowledgement that both fiscal
and monetary policies are needed at this juncture to curb inflation. As
per some analysts the cut in fuel taxes could help reduce inflation di-
rectly by around 20 basis points in June when its full impact will be
visible. The second-round effects are likely to be equally strong. With
the price of the Indian basket of crude oil having risen by more than
33% since November, and with a bulk of the surge coming in the
wake of the Ukraine war in February, state-run oil marketing compa-
nies had raised retail fuel prices sharply over a 16-day period starting
March 22. Largely as a result of the higher fuel prices and quickening
food costs, inflation based on the Consumer Price Index accelerated
to a 95-month high of 7.8% last month, while wholesale price gains
soared to a multi-decade high of 15.1%. S&P Global’s April PMI sur-
veys showed that both services and manufacturing companies had in
fact flagged the surging input costs as a potential dampener of de-
mand. A desperate RBI decided to stop waiting for Government inter-
vention to cool the supply-side factors fanning inflation and opted in-
stead to raise interest rates earlier this month. As per projections by
analysts, inflation is likely to remain above the RBI’s inflation target-
ing framework. To tackle this surge in inflation, analysts believe that
RBI's monetary policy committee (MPC) might raise rates aggres-
sively over the course of the next few meetings scheduled a few
weeks from now.

Fuel tax cuts to help 
ease price pressure

I n a Batch of petitions challenging the law of sedition, contained
in section 124A of the Indian Penal Code, the Supreme Court on

Wednesday issued a slew of interim directions. Things came to a
head because the Central Government, instead of defending the con-
stitutionality of the provision, proposed to reconsider the law pur-
portedly because the Prime Minister wanted it to be reviewed in the
spirit of “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.” Just to provide more context, the
court had first heard the petitions in July 2021 where the principal line
of challenge was that the earlier judgment of the Supreme Court in
Kedar Nath vs State of Bihar (1962) which has upheld validity of sec-
tion 124A IPC was not good law anymore. The Central Government
was asked to file its response to the petitions. If it failed to do so by
that time, the matters were taken up in April 2022.  The court ulti-
mately granted it time till May 5, but government sought additional
time again. Notably on this date, the attorney general of India dif-
fered on the stand of the central government (which was being repre-
sented by the Solicitor General) and stated that while the law was
constitutional, it would be necessary to lay down guidelines to pre-
vent misuse of law. The Central government, on the other hand, orally
argued the law was fine as it is.      The court granted central govern-
ment time till May 10 to file its response, failing which it intended to
decide the question of whether there was a requirement to refer the
challenge to a seven-member bench. Instead the Central Government
filed an affidavit stating that it will reconsider the law and requested
that the challenge proceedings be kept in abeyance. It appears that
the court’s oral observations in the matter, where it disapproved of
the misuse of the law, had a bearing on the government’s decision.
The petition took objective to this approach mainly because such a
proposal didn’t factor in pending cases and continued misuse of pro-
vision while the law would be under the government’s consideration.
The Central government sought a day’s time to take instructions on
interim measure to ally the petitioner’s fears. On Wednesday it pro-
posed to establish a mechanism where sedition cases would be filed
only after an officer of SP rank justified in writing and such a justifi-
cation would be open to judicial review. The petitioners, on the other
hand, insisted on suspension of law in totality. In fact, Senior
Advocate Gopal Sankaranarayanan submitted proposed consequen-
tial directions of an absolute suspension of the law which inter alia
included explicit stay of pending proceedings and bar on registration
of new cases. After some deliberations, the court refused to confine
itself to the suggestions proposed by government and passed  direc-
tions hoping and expecting the state and central governments to re-
strain themselves from registering new FIRs, continuing pending in-
vestigation or arresting people under section 124A IPC. It it clear the
order does not have an effect of absolute stay as it states that if a
fresh case is registered the accused would have the liberty to ap-
proach appropriate courts and seek relief on the basis of its order.
However, it left to the discretion of subordinate court by recording
that such courts are “requested” to examine such cases after taking
into account its order and the stand taken by the central govern-
ment. By issuing such “request” instead of absolute directions, the
order may have left room open to the state and central governments
to continuing filing as the only consequence of not complying with
the request would be that the accused would be again left to the
mercy of the court to seek bail or stay of arrest. The order should
have been more assertive and explicit in this regard and should have
provided penal consequences for its non-compliance. The only ab-
solute direction passed was staying all pending trials under section
124A IPC where a charge sheet has been filed. However, the lan-
guage used by courts is trail appeals and proceedings which would
then be put in abeyance even such appeals where convictions are
under challenge. 

SC order on Sedition Law
a significant forward

movement

CENTRAL CHRONICLE,  RAIPUR,  FRIDAY,  MAY  27,  2022

Protestors take part in a demonstration amid tear gas smoke fired by Indian security forces to disperse them in Srinagar over
the sentencing hearing of pro-independence party Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front chairman Yasin Malik.

Psychedelics: How they act on the brain to relieve depression

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii@@nnaarreennddrraammooddii

During yesterday’s PRAGATI
meeting, 8 key projects worth
almost Rs. 60,000 crore were
reviewed. Also reviewed aspects
relating to the National
Broadband Mission and PM
GatiShakti National Master Plan. 

DEMONSTRATION

CLARE TWEEDY
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Powerful Europe

Davos: Calling it a
new dawn for Europe,
European Central
Bank President
Christine Lagarde on
Wednesday said the
Ukraine war has
shown how powerful
the block can be col-
lectively. Speaking at a
special session during
the World Economic
Forum Annual
Meeting 2022 here,
several European
leaders said the
European Union sur-
prised the world, and
even itself, with the
speed, scale and unity
of its response to
Russia's invasion of
Ukraine. This "new"
Europe is ready to
project both soft and
hard power on the
global stage, they told
the participants of the
summit attended by
the rich and powerful
of the world.

FTA negotiations
New Delhi: European
Union Executive Vice-
President and Trade
Commissioner Valdis
Dombrovskis has said
the EU will formally
launch negotiations
for the proposed free
trade agreement with
India "very soon". He
has held a meeting
with Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on the
sidelines of the WEF
meet in Geneva.
"Excellent meeting
with Minister Goyal
@PiyushGoyal from
India. Will formally
launch Free Trade
Agreement negotia-
tions very soon, ac-
cording to a tweet by
Dombrovskis. India's
Commerce Secretary
BVR Subrahmanyam
in April had said that
India and the 27-na-
tion European Union
(EU) will restart nego-
tiations for their long-
pending free trade
agreement in June.

Covid vaccination

Davos: Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya  said India
is committed to Africa
in taking the journey
from vaccine avail-
ability to vaccination.
Addressing a session
on 'Closing the vac-
cines gap' here at the
World Economic
Forum Annual
Meeting 2022, he also
extended support to
Africa in augmenting
the research and de-
velopment capability
of African countries
on medical counter-
measures. Mandaviya
also highlighted how
India in line with
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's PM
vision of 'One Earth,
One Health' saved the
lives of millions of
people across the
world by supplying
vaccines to over 100
countries and provid-
ing drugs to 150 coun-
tries during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Davos, May 26: 

WTO Director-General
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala  said
trade will be a key part of
the solution to multiple
challenges that the world
is facing today, including
the war in Ukraine, cli-
mate crisis, COVID-19 pan-
demic and the food crisis.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here on trade out-
comes from Davos, she
said the multiple crises
that the world is facing
today is very unusual.
"One thing that is common
to all these crises is that no
single country can solve
any one of them," she
added. The World Trade
Organization (WTO) chief
said boosting trade would
be key to helping the re-
covery, as there are so
many downside risks at

the moment. Trade has al-
ways been part of the solu-
tion and this is true for the
challenges the world is fac-
ing today, she noted. "The
food crisis that we are in
now, there also trade
would be a key resolving
measure. We at WTO want
the countries to ensure

that there is no significant
spike in prices. We are
very worried about the sit-
uation, including on how
to move the grain stuck in
Ukraine,'' she said.

She also said a high pro-
file group of UN and asso-
ciated agencies is looking
into issues like safe corri-
dor. She further said there
was a good prospect of lift-
ing export controls to han-
dle the food crisis in a way
that is transparent and
temporary. There may be
some countries that have
surplus foodgrain and
hoarding may not be a
good idea in such a situa-
tion, she added. The WTO
chief also said the food cri-
sis may last a bit longer if
there is no safe corridor
and in that case, she would
urge the developing coun-
tries to look at increasing

their production. At the
conference, World
Economic Forum (WEF)
President Borge Brende
said the world is facing a
slow recovery. He also said
there was a need to incen-
tivise trade and help
strengthen the recovery.
Some countries face a real
risk of slipping into reces-
sion due to slower growth
and very high inflation, he
said, while stressing on
the need to boost trade and
investments to help the
global economic recovery.
Brende said the food crisis
being faced by the world is
the worst in a long time
and therefore countries
should look at lifting ex-
port bans and not impose
hasty restrictions, while
they should also consider
ways to increase their pro-
duction capacities.

Trade key part of solution to
food crisis, other challenges

before world: WTO chief

Gurugram, May 26:  

German luxury carmak-
er BMW on Thursday
launched its all-electric
sedan i4 in India at an in-
troductory price of Rs 69.9
lakh, as it accelerates elec-
tric mobility drive in the
country. The company,
which had in November
last year announced plans
to launch three electric ve-
hicles in six months in
India as part of its electric
mobility journey, has al-
ready launched its tech-
nology flagship all-electric
SUV iX and all-electric
MINI luxury hatchback.
The i4 is imported as a
completely built unit. It
has the fifth-generation
BMW eDrive technology
with an integrated drive
unit powered by an elec-
tric motor, single-speed
transmission and power
electronics.

The i4 can accelerate
from 0 to 100 km/hr in 5.7
seconds with an output of
340 hp, the company said. It
has a lithium-ion battery
with a capacity of 80.7 kilo-

watt-hours. "We (BMW
globally) have been pio-
neering electric mobility
for the past 10 years, and
will continue to be at the
forefront of positive think-
ing and future too because
we believe in the endless
possibilities of shaping the
future," BMW Group India
President and CEO Vikram
Pawah said here at the
launch.

He further said, "We at
BMW Group are leading the
charge in electromobility in

India...And today, I'm really
excited that I'm introducing
to you the first-ever electric
midsize sedan in the coun-
try". This is the third prod-
uct of BMW in the electric
segment in India, Pawah
said, adding "this car has a
range of 590 kilometres
more than any other elec-
tric vehicle in India". The
BMW i4 can be booked on-
line at shop.bmw.in and de-
liveries will start by the be-
ginning of July 2022, the
company said.

BMW launches all-electric
sedan i4 priced at Rs 69.9 lakh

Mr. Vikram Pawah, President, BMW Group India with the 
first-ever BMW i4 on Thursday.

New Delhi, May 26: 

Automaker Kia India on
Thursday said it has com-
menced bookings for EV6,
its first electric model in
the country. Built on a dedi-
cated EV platform -- the
electric-global modular
platform (E-GMP), the EV6
marks the beginning of
Kia's EV journey in the
country. Only 100 units of
EV6, which comes as a
Completely Built Unit
(CBU), would be available
for sales in India this year.
The imported model is
scheduled to be launched
in the country next week.

The EV6 can be booked
with a token amount of Rs
3 lakh exclusively through
15 select dealerships across
12 cities. Customers can
also book through the Kia
India website, it said in a

statement. "The Indian au-
tomotive industry is trans-
forming, and Kia is at the
forefront of this transfor-
mation. Time and again,
we have proven it through
our world-class products
and services that cater to
not just to the unmet but
also the unfelt needs of
Indians. The introduction
of EV6 in the country reit-
erates the same," Kia India
Managing Director and
CEO Tae-Jin Park said. On
a single full charge, the car

can travel up to 528 kilome-
tres and can sprint from 0-
100 km/h in just 5.2 sec-
onds, according to the
statement. The vehicle can
be charged from 10 per cent
to 80 per cent in as little as
18 minutes using a 350KWh
charger. It comes with all
wheel drive (AWD) system
(in select trims), panoram-
ic sunroof, multiple drive
modes, forward collision
avoidance assist, lane keep
assist and over 60 connect-
ed features.

Kia India opens bookings
for electric model EV6

New Delhi, May 26: 

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) on Wednesday in-
creased the third-party (TP)
motor insurance premium
for various categories of ve-
hicles with effect from June
1, a decision which is likely
to jack up the insurance cost
of cars and two-wheelers.

According to the revised
rates notified by the
MoRTH, private cars with
an engine capacity of 1,000
cc will attract rates of Rs
2,094 compared to Rs 2,072 in
2019-20. Similarly, private
cars with an engine capacity
between 1,000 cc and 1,500 cc
will attract rates of Rs 3,416
compared to Rs 3,221, while
owners of cars above 1,500
cc will see a drop in premi-
um from Rs 7,897 to Rs 7,890.
Two-wheelers over 150 cc
but not exceeding 350 cc will

attract a premium of Rs
1,366 and for two-wheelers
over 350 cc the revised pre-
mium will be Rs 2,804. After
a two-year moratorium due
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the revised TP insurance
premium will come into ef-
fect from June 1. Earlier, TP
rates were notified by the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI). This is the
first time that the MoRTH
has notified the TP rates in
consultation with the insur-
ance regulator.

According to the min-
istry's notification, a dis-
count of 7.5 per cent on the
premium shall be allowed
for hybrid electric vehicles.
While electric private cars
not exceeding 30KW will at-
tract a premium of Rs 1,780,
those exceeding 30 KW but
not 65 KW will attract a pre-
mium of Rs 2,904.

Third-party motor insurance
premium to go up from June 1

New Delhi, May 26:  

The government is exploring a
payment mechanism for the
import of oil from Russia in view
of the sanctions imposed by the
US and European countries fol-
lowing Moscow's attack on
Ukraine. With sanctions imposed
on Russia, the scope of a pay-
ment mechanism in local curren-
cies has expanded from being a
means to sustain ongoing trade
to possibilities of deeper
engagement, including increas-
ing bilateral trade.
"We have heard rouble payment
being done by Europe. India had
a rupee-rouble payment struc-
ture earlier. I don't think we
have arrived at any decision as
yet. Some discussions are hap-
pening," sources said. Any such
payment mechanism involving
rupee and rouble payments for
imports and exports would help
circumvent the sweeping eco-

nomic sanctions imposed on
Russia by the western nations,
including freezing many key
Kremlin officials' individual
accounts and snapping Russian
banks from the international
payment gateway SWIFT.
"We have a mechanism already.
We have to see if the existing
system is workable in the cur-
rent global situation. We are
exploring that and some more
related things," sources said.
Asked if India can increase its
dependence on Russia for oil
needs if Moscow provides lower
than the international prevailing
rate, sources said, it is subject to
some payment mechanism being
worked out. India's main imports
from Russia include fuels, miner-
al oils, pearls, precious or semi-
precious stones, nuclear reac-
tors, boilers, machinery and
mechanical appliances, electri-
cal machinery and equipment,
and fertilisers. 

Govt exploring Rupee-Rouble
payment for fuel import amid

sanction: Sources

New Delhi, May 26: 

The finance ministry
has not yet taken a view on
the civil aviation min-
istry's plea for tax cuts on
jet fuel (ATF) to bring
down prices, a top source
said on Wednesday. Civil
Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia has
been making a case for
lowering the high taxes on
aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
even as most states have al-
ready moved to significant-
ly reduce the value-added
tax (VAT). "They (civil avi-
ation ministry) have ap-
proached us with a plea to
moderate the prices.
However, no decision has
been taken yet," the source
said. The civil aviation
ministry continues to be in
discussion with the fi-
nance minister over the
issue, the source added.

As many as 23 states

have lowered VAT on jet
fuel from highs of 20-30 per
cent. And now it wants the
central government to cut
excise duty. ATF makes up
for about 40 per cent of the
operating cost of an air-
line. Jet fuel prices are at a
record high in line with
the global surge in energy
prices.

And since India is 85 per
cent dependent on imports
to meet its oil needs, the
only way to cut jet fuel
prices is to reduce taxes.
While BJP-ruled states
have reduced VAT, the
states housing the coun-
try's busiest airports of
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai
and Kolkata have not done
so yet. ATF presently is
chargeable at an 11 per
cent ad valorem rate of ex-
cise duty. A concessional
rate of 2 per cent is appli-
cable for ATF sold under
the Regional Connectivity

Scheme. Ad valorem rate
means the incidence of
taxation rises whenever
there is an increase in the
base price. Some in the in-
dustry have demanded
that the government bring
specific excise duty ex-
pressed in Rs per kilolitre
to insulate airlines from
such volatility. Petrol and
diesel already attract a spe-
cific rate of excise duty.
ATF attracts both excise
duty of the central govern-
ment and sales tax or VAT
of states. This because
when the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) was in-
troduced on July 1, 2017,
amalgamating 17 central
and state levies, five com-
modities -- namely crude
oil, natural gas, petrol,
diesel, and ATF -- were
kept out of its purview
given the revenue depend-
ence of state governments
on this sector.

No decision on cut in tax on ATF: Source

Mumbai, May 26: 

India’s largest beverage
company, Parle Agro has
always been at the fore-
front of innovation in the
development of iconic
fruit based beverages like
Frooti and Appy which
have captured the hearts
of India. In order to cater
to the massive demand of
their products nationally

and globally, Parle Agro is
focused on updating their
internal infrastructure
and also aggressively
building capabilities and
capacities of their fruit
processing partners
across India.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Schauna Chauhan,
CEO, Parle Agro stated,
“Parle Agro has, and will
always be ‘India-focused’
in terms of sourcing raw
materials and strengthen-
ing infrastructure. We aim
to participate in India’s
glorious growth story by
contributing to building
India economically and by
creating opportunities for
small farmers and SMEs

and MSMEs across India.
Our goal is always to be at
the forefront of improving
and building up capabili-
ties of our partners in
India and deliver the best
class products in the bev-
erage category.” Since
1985, Parle Agro has
worked consistently with
Fruit Farmers and
Processors within India
with a vision to encourage
their development and
give them opportunities to
elevate their earnings.
Parle Agro continues on
this path and has invested
heavily on their process-
ing partners to help them
extract their highest po-
tential.

Parle Agro builds further growth
opportunities for farmers

̈ Building an
Atmanirbhar
Bharat by a
focused impact on
augmenting local
economies

Noida, May 26: 

Real estate developers in
the national capital region
on Wednesday said the cen-
tral government's move to
ease prices of iron, steel
and cement will provide a
significant relief to
builders as well as home-
buyers.

The increasing costs of
cement and steel, which
had risen by up to 45 per
cent in recent times, had
forced the developers to
pass the burden on buyers,
they said. The central gov-
ernment had last week an-
nounced measures like
levying export duty on
steel and reducing import
duty raw materials used in

steel manufacturing to
curb the rising prices of
steel and increase its avail-
ability. It had also an-
nounced steps to shore up
cement supplies.

"Measures are being
taken up to improve the
availability of #Cement
and through better logis-
tics to reduce the cost of ce-
ment," finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had

tweeted. The government
had also issued a notifica-
tion imposing an export
duty of 45 per cent on iron
ore pellets and 15 per cent
on select pig iron, flat-
rolled products of iron or
non-alloyed steel, bars and
rods and various flat-rolled
products of stainless steel,
thereby making export of
these items costly. "In spite
of the surge in real estate
purchases, the prices have
also risen by 6-8 per cent.
Along with hike in home
loan interest rates, this was
making a dent in the budg-
et of the buyers, especially
those looking for affordable
housing," said Amit Modi,
realtors' body Credai's
western UP president.

RBI issues norms for
import of gold by

qualified jewellers
Mumbai, May 26: 

The RBI  came up with norms
for facilitating physical import
of gold through India
International Bullion Exchange
IFSC (IIBX) or similar autho-
rised exchange by Qualified
Jewellers in India. In addition
to agencies nominated by the
RBI and by DGFT, Qualified
Jewellers (QJ) as approved by
International Financial
Services Centers Authority
(IFSCA) were permitted to
import gold in January.
The RBI issued the guidelines
in order to enable resident
Qualified Jewellers to import
gold through IIBX or any other
exchange approved by IFSCA
and the Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT). 

Govt’s move to ease cement, iron and steel
prices to help real estate, say builders

Davos, May 26: 

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
strongly defended the gov-
ernment's decision to con-
trol wheat and sugar ex-
ports, saying the steps
were necessary keeping in
mind the domestic re-
quirements and a need to
keep hoarders and specu-
lators in check who could
have exploited vulnerable
poor nations by selling
them the commodities at
higher prices. Asked about
the decisions during a ses-
sion on global trade at the
World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting, Goyal
said a lot of misconcep-
tions are doing the rounds
on this issue and he also
had separate discussions
with the WTO chief as
well as the IMF head on
this here in Davos. With
the WTO chief sitting next

to him in the panel, Goyal
said India traditionally
has never been an ex-
porter of grains and was
rather importing initially,
till the Green Revolution
happened.

"Still, for the last many
years we were only pro-
ducing for our own con-
sumption, and it was only
two years ago that we
began to export after a sur-
plus production, that too of
a nominal quantity," he
said. "Also, most of our
wheat went to poor coun-
tries.

Export ban decisions based on domestic
needs, checking hoarders: Goyal

New Delhi, May 26:  

India's economy is ex-
pected to have grown at 9.2
per cent in the fiscal ended
March 2022, after having
contracted by 7.3 per cent
in the previous financial
year, aided by resilience in
the rural economy, uptick
in bank credit and rising
GST collections, a note by
Bank of Baroda said. As
per government's advance
estimates, the gross do-
mestic product (GDP) in
FY22 is projected to grow
by 8.9 per cent.

The National Statistical
Office (NSO) will release
the final GDP growth fig-
ures for FY22 on May 31.

Bank of Baroda (BoB),
in a note on GDP expecta-

tions by its Economic
Research Department,
said it expects the econo-
my to post higher growth
in the last quarter ended
March as mobility im-
proved, allowing opening
up of economy with
much lower COVID-19
cases across states.
Contact-intensive sectors
are expected to make
stronger recovery, and the
economy is projected to
grow by 5.5 per cent in Q4
FY22 against 5.4 per cent
in Q3, it said. A much
needed pick up will be
visible in services sector,
with travel and hospitali-
ty contributing signifi-
cantly. Construction is
also likely to edge up-
wards.

India’s economy seen
growing 9.2 pc in FY22 on
upbeat rural sector: BoB

B
ringing to the view-
ers a refreshing
narrative of a

mother-son bond between
Yashoda and Kanha (Lord
Shri Krishna), Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s upcoming

show, Yashomati
Maiyaa ke

Nandlala will
see ace televi-

sion actor
Romiit Raaj
p l a y

Vasudev ji.
Elated to be a

part of the show, Romiit
has been working hard
when it comes to his
preparations. His ulti-
mate aim is to bring out
Vasudev ji’s traits as au-
thentically as possible.

Sharing his views,
Romiit Raaj says, “I ab-
solutely adore Vasudev
Ji’s calm and composed
personality. I want to
adapt the same qualities
as an individual as well,
since I believe presence of
mind is very important
for making it big in life.
No matter what we do, los-
ing our calm or panicking
will never help. It is an ho-
nour to be able to play
such an important role
and I hope the viewers
take notice.”

Tune in to Yashomati
Maiyya Ke Nandlala
starting 13th June, every
Monday to Friday at 9:00
PM only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television!

A
fter making her debut on the
Cannes 2022 red carpet,
Urvashi Rautela shares that

she got emotional when Hollywood
star Leonardo DiCaprio compliment-
ed her.

She says: "I was freaking out and
falling short of words after receiving
compliments from Leonardo
DiCaprio. I was so emotional and
could feel happy tears in my eyes. At
the same time I was blushing too."

Urvashi who was crowned Miss
Diva Universe 2015 and represented
India at the Miss Universe 2015 pag-
eant attended the screening of the
film Forever Young at the 75th Cannes
Film Festival. She stated having met
the American actor was a dream

c o m e

true. She continues: "He also appreci-
ated me as a very talented actress. I
was waking up pinching myself. Did
that really happen last night? Was I
dreaming about the sweet moment? I
think it just shows how even the
younger actors want to be out
there and inspires young actors
to keep going, that's my memo-
ry of meeting him."

Urvashi is known for fea-
turing in Bollywood
movies like 'Virgin
B h a n u p r i y a ' ,
'Pagalpanti' and
'Hate Story 4'.

ACROSS

1. Foreman

5. Passion

10. Afflictions

14. Hawaiian island

15. Sweater size

16. Tidy

17. Intersection sign

18. Excessive

20. Little angel

22. Pod vegetables

23. Pronoun

24. Heroic

26. Mailbox item

28. Texas shrine

31. Concurs

34. Fine fabric

35. Level

36. Farm implement

40. Wind dir.

41. Make into law

42. Mine find

43. Ravens' calls

45. Coal pit

46. Of the moon

48. Conforms

50. Right ____

51. Motto

54. Spinnaker, e.g.

56. Scam

57. Dalai ____

60. Lubricate

64. Unfitting

67. Not ashore

68. Electronic reminder

69. Comic ____ DeGeneres

70. Misdeeds

71. Fine ____

72. Winter forecast

73. Abhor

DOWN

1. Pear type

2. Promise

3. Oxford, e.g.

4. Ultimate

5. Defendant's offering

6. Jogged

7. Fall

8. Bogeyman

9. Military warning (2 wds.)

10. Country hotel

11. Minimum

12. Wood spinner

13. Direct

19. Got it! (2 wds.)

21. "Once ____ a time..."

25. Feline delight

27. 1/3 TBSP

28. A Baldwin brother
29. "Mona ____"
30. Over again
32. Huge
33. School playtime
37. Yearn
38. Kind of exam
39. "The Way We ____"
41. Radiates
44. Slump
46. Animal's den
47. Let loose
49. Artist Salvador ____
51. ____ diver
52. Hermit
53. Beginning
55. Spy
58. Shopping center
59. Ready, willing, and ____
61. Korea's continent
62. Dispatched
63. Alleviate
65. ____ and downs
66. Grant's opponent
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The more attention you try to get from other
people today, Aquarius, the more people are
going to ignore your fancy displays and
grandiose ideas. Take a much more sensitive
approach. You'll be able to lead people better
when you walk behind them. Earn the respect
of others by understanding and relating to
their emotions. Your heart is big and bold, and
you have a great deal of love to give.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your thinking is quite clear, Taurus, and
you'll find that your emotions support your
mental processes. Your psychic nature is
also strong, so you should trust any hunch
you have. The masculine and feminine sides
of your being are working together harmo-
niously to balance out the degree of give
versus take in your world. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may feel as if you're sinking into an
emotional vortex, Aries. Be careful about
assuming that things are yours when
they aren't really. It's important that you
not accuse someone of being a thief
when you have no facts to back up this
claim. Keeping things in balance may be
difficult with the great amount of emo-
tional sensitivity in the air at this time.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your thinking is quite clear, Taurus, and
you'll find that your emotions support your
mental processes. Your psychic nature is
also strong, so you should trust any hunch
you have. The masculine and feminine
sides of your being are working together
harmoniously to balance out the degree of
give versus take in your world. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may need to keep your spaceship
idle today and perform a safety check
for your crew, Gemini. Make sure
everyone on board is informed of the
destination. It could be that you just
picked them off the street without real-
ly telling them where they'd end up. It's
important that you not drag people
unwittingly into your world. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Things may not be as obvious as they first
seem today, Cancer. Don't get started on a
project until you understand the full scope
of what you're getting into. Otherwise, you
may find yourself caught in the middle of an
emotional drama that leaves you little room
for escape. Don't be surprised if your moti-
vation suddenly dissipates and you're left
with no incentive to get your work done.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Don't try to force your ideas on anyone,
Leo. It's important to maintain neutral-
ity so you can act from a stable state of
mind when someone brings you an
issue that needs to be dealt with right
away. The key is to act rather than
react to a situation. If you know you're
right about something, keep it to your-
self. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your intuitive nature is especially strong,
Virgo. You won't have to think about
things because you'll have the ability to
just know the answers. If any penetrating
detective work needs to be done, this
would be an excellent time to do it. Your
caring, sensitive nature will get you
through any door you want to walk
through today. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Any argument you start today is likely
to erupt into a brutal emotional bat-
tle, Libra, so beware. Try not to tread
on anyone else's turf, because you'll
find that he or she is likely to be pos-
sessive and rather belligerent about
defending what is rightfully theirs. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You may find that people are likely to
challenge your mental process today,
Scorpio. Don't be surprised if they seem
to argue with your ideas left and right.
Your heart may be especially tender, and
any sort of belligerent dispute could
affect you deeply. On the other hand, you
can use your sensitivity to calm a situa-
tion that needs to be remedied.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

The key for you today is to use your heart
more than your head, Sagittarius. Base your
actions on your feelings and your inner
knowing of the situation. Facts may deceive
you. It could be that you've come to rely so
much on a linear, logical way of thinking
that you can't see any other way. It's impor-
tant that you see the interconnectedness of
many of the different areas in your life.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Things should go especially well for you today,
Capricorn, so don't worry about a thing. Life
doesn't necessarily get easier as you get older.
You just learn how to deal with things. You'll
find this to be true right now as your incredible
sensitivity and wisdom are making it possible
for you to attain a clearer perspective. You
realize that things are much better than you
may have thought.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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In a viral meme on Twitter, Abhishek Tripathi, the
Panchayat secretary in web show 'Panchayat 2', is

seen attempting to open Tollywood actor Mahesh
Babu's eyes to the realities of the Indian village.
"Villages are like this, not like the ones you see in

movies," the message says.
'Panchayat 2' has become a huge hit on Prime
Video, depicting a realistic rural drama and
referring to the Indian village as a "real place
with real people," according to critics.
On the other hand, Mahesh Babu's films
'Srimanthudu' and 'Maharshi' romanticised
the daily grind and oversimplified rural
issues, leading to comparisons of his films to
'real' rural stories on social media sites. It's
worth noting that Mahesh Babu's films tend
to have simple plots that avoid even briefly
addressing political, caste-based, and other

complex issues. That is why sloppy films like
'Srimanthudu' and 'Maharshi,' as well as the
recently released 'SVP' seem to offend dis-

cerning audiences. Mahesh Babu has been a
soft target for many
trolls on social
media since he
stated during

one of his media
interactions that Bollywood

could not afford him.
Despite the debate and

defence of his fans, Mahesh
Babu is also being chastised
for his monotonous, 'mes-
sage-oriented' films.

Mahesh Babu’s films
mocked by north

Indian audience

Urvashi Rautela was
praised by Leonardo
DiCaprio at Cannes!

H
rithik Roshan
may just have
stolen the spot-

light at Karan Johar's
50th birthday bash.
Duggu arrived at the
party with Saba Azad,
walking hand-in-hand.

The couple also posed

for the shutterbugs gath-
ered outside the party
venue. In a video that
went viral, Hrithik is
seen introducing Saba to
the guests. While Saba
dazzled in a black cut-out
dress, Hrithik looked
dapper in a black suit.

Sussanne Khan,
Hrithik's former wife,
was also at the party, es-
corted by her boyfriend
Arslan Goni. Rumours
about Hrithik and Saba
began after they were
spotted leaving a restau-
rant in Mumbai in

February. Later, Saba
joined Hrithik's family
for several family get-to-
gethers. The actors have
neither confirmed nor
denied their relationship
though their public ap-
pearances speak vol-
umes.

Hrithik-Saba Make Relationship OFFICIAL

G
lobally acclaimed
web series
Apharan- Sabka

Katega! which was
praised for its quirki-
ness, its action, its hilari-
ous dialogues and its
memorable characters is
back with a second sea-
son! This time the action
in this thriller drama,
moves from the ghats of
Haridwar to the icy lo-
cales of Serbia as Rudra
Srivastava is forced to
pursue and hunt Bikram
Bahadur Shah, an enemy
like no other that he has
ever faced before. This
will be the test of Rudra’s
life and there are no
guarantees that he may
get out alive! A Voot se-
lect original. Apharan 2
season 2, presented by
Jio Studios, which re-
leased on Voot select and
got a phenomenal re-
sponse is now being re-
leased on ALTBalaji plat-
form as well.

Apharan 2 is a com-
plete adrenaline ride,
where viewers will get to
meet Arunoday Singh as

Rudra Srivastava, Nidhi
Singh as Ranjana
Srivastava, Saanand
Verma as Satyanarayan
Dubey. There’s another
very interesting charac-
ter in the form of
Gillauri essayed by the
talented actor Snehil
Dixit Mehra who poses
as Rudra’s wife and
translator to our desi,
macho man who expands
his horizons and kicks
some ass in the freezing
Serbian locales.

The tone of the show is
quite retro, with the
music featuring some of
the best tunes from the
70s to keep things inter-
esting. Be it the dia-
logues, the action, the
performances or the plot
twists, the racy and pacy
entertainment never
seems to stop. In a quest
to save his wife from a se-
rious drug problem,
Rudra Srivastav will
cross continents and
leave no stone unturned
until he meets a formida-
ble nemesis, Bikram
Bahadur Shah.

‘Apharan season 2’
streaming on

ALTBalaji now!

‘Want to adapt the
same qualities as

Vasudev in my life’
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Ahmedabad, May 26 (PTI):

Rajasthan Royals will
need to shake off an ordi-
nary bowling performance
in their last outing when
they clash with Royal
Challengers Bangalore, a
team which seems to be
peaking at the right time, in
the high-stakes IPL
Qualifier-2 here on Friday.

Having sneaked into the
play-offs, RCB are on a roll
and a tight win over
Lucknow in the Eliminator
has fuelled expectations for
a long-awaited trophy.

They take on Rajasthan,
a team which has all bases
covered but still came up
short against Gujarat in
Qualifier 1.

The IPL caravan moves
to Ahmedabad after a cou-
ple of high-scoring games
in Kolkata.

It has been a quick turn-
around for RCB but they
won't mind that as they
look to ride the momentum.

"The best thing is that we
have one day and we play
again. Cannot wait to be in
Ahmedabad and take the
field again. We are so excit-
ed and happy with how
things have gone. Hopefully,
two more games and we all
can celebrate," star RCB
batter Virat Kohli told the
IPL website after the win
over LSG.

Rajat Patidar, who played
the innings of his life on
Wednesday, will be a man

with supreme confidence in
another high-pressure
knockout fixture.

For someone who went
unsold in the IPL auction
and came into the RCB

squad as a replacement
player, it has been a career-
changing season for him.

Both the high-profile
openers, Kohli and Faf du
Plessis, are big match play-

ers and will be itching to
make an impact after low
returns in the previous
game. Dinesh Karthik has
managed to maintain con-
sistency in a tough role and

the team management
would be also hoping for
more runs in the back end
of the innings from Glenn
Maxwell.

The team is likely to stick
to the winning combina-
tion. While Wanindu
Hasaranga has shown the
courage even when he has
been taken to the cleaners,
Harshal Patel has been the
go-to pacer in slog overs.

Mohammad Siraj re-
turned for the LSG game
and bowled well with the
new ball. Josh Hazlewood
enhanced his reputation as
a death bowler with a
match-deciding penulti-
mate over and with the ad-
dition of a yorker in his ar-
moury, has only become
tougher to score of.

RCB bowlers will have to
be on the top of their game
against a formidable
Rajasthan batting line up
which rely heavily on Jos
Buttler and skipper Sanju
Samson. Both scored
against Gujarat but it did
not prove to be enough.

Samson will be eager to
convert his 30s and 40s into
a substantial knock and
lead from the front.

It remains to be seen how
the bowlers comeback after
a forgettable outing. R
Ashwin had a rare off day
against Gujarat while
Prasidh Krishna paid the
price for bowling length
balls to David Miller in the
final over.

RCB fancy their chances
against Royals in Qualifier 2

Mirpur, May 26:

Angelo Mathews and
Dinesh Chandimal, Sri
Lanka's two most senior
batters, forged a 199-run
stand to put the heat on
Bangladesh. Sri Lanka lost
their last five wickets
cheaply, but then their
quicks gutted the hosts'
top order for the second
time in the Test to ratchet
up the temperature fur-
ther.

At the end of a fourth
day in which Sri Lanka
advanced more or less re-
lentlessly, they stand in
sight of a Test (and thus,
series) victory.
Bangladesh are still 107
runs behind, with four
wickets down. But then
the batters at the crease
are Mushfiqur Rahim and
Litton Das, who have al-
ready hit hundreds in this
match, and there's plenty
of batting to come too.
Still, aside from the period
in which they lost their
last five wickets for 49
runs, Sri Lanka dominat-
ed the day.

They were led by
Chandimal and Mathews,
who played out the first

two sessions wicket-
less, even if their
progress was sedate

at times, thanks large-
ly to Mathews' muted

strike rate. But with a
session having been lost to
rain on day three, the
steady-but-safe approach
had its merits. It allowed
Mathews to get to his sec-
ond hundred in as many
Tests, even if it was the
slowest on his record; he
reached triple-figures off
the 274th ball he faced.
Chandimal hit a 12th Test
hundred too, but having
been almost as conserva-
tive as Mathews while
compiling his first 50,
switched gears thereafter,
and pushed Sri Lanka for-
ward at a quicker rate.

Chandimal was out for
124 off 219. Mathews re-
mained not out at the end
of Sri Lanka's innings,
having attacked a little
more alongside the tail, to
get to 145 off 342. Together
they had built the plat-
form from which Sri
Lanka could push for vic-
tory.

Paris, May 26 (AP):

No. 3 Paola Badosa has
become the first woman
seeded in the top 10 to
reach the third round at
Roland Garros this year.

Badosa went down a
break to open the third set
of her match against 68th-
ranked Kaja Juvan before
regrouping to grab four
games in a row and was on
her way to a 7-5, 3-6, 6-2 vic-
tory at Court Suzanne
Lenglen that took more
than two hours.

Badosa's best showing at
a Grand Slam tournament
was a quarterfinal appear-
ance at the 2021 French
Open.

She will face No. 29
Veronika Kudermetova
next.

All five of the women
seeded in the top 10 and
placed on the bottom half
of the draw are already
out of the field. Badosa is
in the top half, where No. 8
Karolina Pliskova lost ear-
lier Thursday.

No. 1 Iga Swiatek, No. 7
Aryna Sabalenka and No.
9 Danielle Collins play
later.

The woman seeded 11th,
American Jessica Pegula,
reached the third round by
beating Anhelina Kalinina
6-1, 5-7, 6-4.

Bopanna-Middelkoop
enter pre-quarterfinals:
India's Rohan Bopanna
and his Dutch partner
Matwe Middelkoop
marched into the pre-quar-
terfinals of the French
Open men's doubles event

with a straight set win
over Andrey Golubev and
Fabrice Martin here on
Thursday. Bopanna and
Middelkoop won the sec-
ond round with a 6-3 6-4
scoreline against their op-
ponents in one hour and
six minutes. The Indo-
Dutch combo, seeded 16th,
broke the from
Kazakhstan-French pair
at 4-4 in the second set and
then Middelkoop served
out the match at love.
Bopanna's best perform-
ance at the clay court
major is reaching the last-
eight stage in 2011, 2016,
2018 and 2021. Later in the
day, Ramkumar
Ramanathan and Sania
Mirza will be in action in
their respective doubles
events.

Badosa into 
3rd round in Paris

Mathews, Chandimal centuries
put Sri Lanka in the box seat

Angelo Mathews raises
his 13th Test century.

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

World Championship
bronze medallist Lakshya
Sen is all set to train with
World No. 1 Victor Axelson
in Dubai from Sunday
with the Sports Ministry's
Mission Olympic Cell
(MOC) approving his re-
quest, keeping in mind the
upcoming Birmingham
Commonwealth Games.

The MOC also cleared
two-time Olympic medal-
list P V Sindhu's request
for her fitness trainer M
Srikanth Madapalli to ac-
company her abroad
under Target Olympic
Podium Scheme (TOPS),
the ministry said in a
statement on Thursday.

Sen, the 20-year-old from
Almora, was part of the
Indian men's team that
won the prestigious
Thomas Cup this month
and is a big gold medal
prospect at the

Birmingham event to be
held from July 28 to
August 8.

"Lakshay is set to train
With Axelson in Dubai
from May 29th till 5th June
(8 days) and then head out
to Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia on June 19th to
train at the Malaysian
Training Centre from 19th
till 26th June (8 days)," the
ministry said.

"Both the training pro-
posals were approved by
MOC in preparation for
the Commonwealth
Games. "The sanctioned
amount will cover the cost
of his and his physio's air
travel, boarding and lodg-
ing, and out-of-pocket al-

lowance among other ex-
penses." The ministry also
approved Sindhu's propos-
al for financial assistance
towards her fitness train-
er's travel along with her.

"Srikanth is set to ac-
company Sindhu during
Indonesia Masters (7-12th
June), Indonesia Open (14-
19th June), Malaysia
Masters (28 June to 3 July),
and Malaysia Open (5-10th
July), and Singapore Open
(12-17th July)," it said.

Sindhu, a former world
champion, won two Super
300 tournaments this year
at Syed Modi
International in Lucknow
and Swiss Open in Basel
earlier this year.

Sen to train with Axelson in Dubai
̈ Sindhu gets

approval to take
fitness trainer on
tour under TOPS

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

India's premier long jumper
Murali Sreeshankar won the
gold medal at the 12th
International Jumping Meeting
in Kallithea, Greece with an
effort of 8.31m.
The Tokyo Olympian is the
current national record holder
with a jump of 8.36m, which
he had achieved last month.
Sreeshankar was followed by
Swede Thobias Montler, who
claimed silver with an 8.27m
jump, and Jules Pommery of
France, who bagged bronze

with an 8.17m effort in the 10-
man field.
Only the top three jumpers
crossed the 8m-mark.
Jeswin Aldrin, meanwhile, fin-
ished fifth after he hit the
7.69m mark at the 17th
Iberoamerican Meeting in
Huelva, Spain.
Filip Pravdiva of Croatia
(7.91m), Uruguay's Emiliano
Lasa (7.82m) and Peruvian Jos
Luis Mandros (7.77m) com-
pleted the top three of the
seven-man field.
"Sreeshankar consistently
jumping far. 

India’s Murali Sreeshankar
claims long jump gold in Greece

Madrid, May 26 (AP):

The last time Karim
Benzema was in a
Champions League final, it
was in a supporting role to
Cristiano Ronaldo.

He was just another for-
ward on a Real Madrid team
in which Ronaldo attracted
most of the attention.

It will be a lot different
when Benzema takes the
field this weekend in the
final against Liverpool in
suburban Paris. Benzema
has gone from one of
Ronaldo's sidekicks to
Madrid's most important
player, and on Saturday he
could cap his best season
ever with a fifth Champions
League title. A victory would
allow him and several other
Madrid players to tie
Ronaldo with the most
Champions League trophies.
It would also leave the
France striker in a com-
manding position to win the
Ballon d'Or award for best
player of the year. I'm very

proud, Benzema said. It's
been a really great season for
me in terms of goals, assists
and trophies and I feel really
happy. Benzema scored 44
goals from 45 matches with
his club this season, and
equaled Madrid great Ra l
Gonz lez as the club's second-
highest scorer with 323 goals,
behind the 451 of Ronaldo.
Since the Portugal star left in
2018, Benzema has been
Madrid's leading scorer sea-
son. Ronaldo had been in
that role the previous nine
years. I don't know where I'll
stand in club history, we have
to wait for my career to be
over to know that, the 34-
year-old Benzema said.

There's no doubt it has
been a historic year for the
striker, who has already
helped Madrid win the
Spanish league and the
Spanish Super Cup. He was
the leading scorer in the
Spanish league with 27 goals,
and in the Champions
League with 15 goals from 11
matches.

Benzema looks to cap great
season with 5th European title

Chennai, May 26 (PTI):

Chinese world No.2 Ding Liren
seized the advantage against
India's teenaged Grandmaster
R Praggnanandhaa in the final
of Meltwater Champions Chess
Tour Chessable Masters online
tournament, taking a 2.5-1.5
lead after the opening day of
the match early on Thursday.
The 16-year old
Praggnanandhaa, who lost the
opening game of the all-Asian
final, bounced back strongly to
level the first match when he
won game two. Liren then
showed why he is rated so high-
ly by taking the lead, outwitting
his young Indian opponent, who
had on Wednesday appeared
for his standard XI examination,
in the third game.

Ding Liren seizes
advantage against

Indian GM
Praggnanandhaa

Kolkata, May 26 (PTI):

Royal Challengers
Bangalore seamer Harshal
Patel does feel the nerves
while bowl-
ing in the
d e a t h
overs but
says he wants to be in
those extreme pressure sit-
uations game after game.

The 31-year-old, who rep-
resents Haryana at the do-
mestic circuit, has been
the most improved bowler
in the recent past and has
cleverly used his varia-
tions to get the better of
batters in the death overs.

Harshal also enhanced
his reputation as a 'death
overs specialist' in the IPL
Eliminator against LSG.

"Whether I would be
able to deliver or not, I
don't really know, I can't
say. But I want to be in
those situations, there is
no doubt about that,"
Harshal said after inspir-
ing the team to a 14-run
win over Lucknow Super
Giants on Wednesday.

The win took them one
step closer to the Sunday's
summit clash at
Ahmedabad as the RCB
will next face Rajasthan
Royals in the second
Qualifier on Friday.

"I have been wanting to
do that for the past two-
three years, I have been
doing that for Haryana,
and I wanted to do it at the
bigger stage and I will con-
tinue to put myself in
those situations, some-
times it is going to come
off, sometimes it is not
going to come off.

"There will be games
where I will end up losing
for the team and I am okay
with that as long as I don't
shy away from challenges,"
said Harshal, who will lead
the bowling challenge
alongside Bhuvneshwar
Kumar in the upcoming
T20I series against South

Africa next month.
On Wednesday, while

defending 208 against
Lucknow Super Giants,

Harshal bowled a tidy spell
of 2-0-8-0 in the middle
overs. But with KL Rahul
and hard-hitting Marcus
Stoinis looking to break
free at the death, the seam-
er was summoned to bowl
the 18th over with 41 runs
to defend.

I don't shy away from bowling
in slog overs: Harshal

Bhopal, May 26:  

MOMENTUM Routine
I m m u n i z a t i o n
Transformation and Equity
Project funded by USAID,
integrates vital compo-
nents like demand genera-
tion, risk communications,
community engagement,
private sector partnerships,
cohesive working with
National and State
Governments – SBCC, Data
Analysis, Supply Chain
Logistics.

The Project has focused

on reaching marginalized
and vulnerable populations
and identifying the obsta-
cles that these groups face
to receiving vaccination. In
a conversation with Dr.
Sanjay Kapur, Managing
Director, John Snow India,
the program works with
local non-governmental or-
ganizations to reach such
groups including older peo-
ple, people with disabilities,
transgender and members
of the hijra community, and
otherwise marginalized
ethnic groups. MOMEN-
TUM Routine
Immunization provides
technical assistance to sup-

port the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) / Universal
Immunization Programme
(UIP) technical manage-
ment and rollout of the
COVID-19 vaccine in the

country. Notably, the MO-
MENTUM Routine
I m m u n i z a t i o n
Transformation and Equity
works across 18 states and
aims to cover approximate-
ly 50 million beneficiaries
in 232 districts. Around 14
million of those beneficiar-
ies are targeted for primary
series or booster vaccine
doses through our associa-
tion with local NGOs. Since
November 2021, through
USAID-support, the Project
has helped more than 4 mil-
lion people in 18 states re-
ceive their last recommend-
ed dose of a COVID-19 vac-
cine (April 2022).

‘No legal right with candidate
on mere application of job’

New Delhi, May 26 PTI): 

A candidate who has ap-
plied for a job does not have
a legal right to insist that
the recruitment process set
in motion be carried to its
logical end, the Supreme
Court has said. A bench of
Justices K M Joseph and
Hrishikesh Roy said that
even the inclusion of a can-
didate in the select list may
not provide the candidate
with such a right.

"The cardinal principle
we must bear in mind is
that this is a case of direct
recruitment. A candidate
who has applied does not
have a legal right to insist
that the recruitment
process set in motion be
carried to its logical end.
Even inclusion of a candi-
date in the select list may
not clothe the candidate
with such a right," the
bench said.

The apex court, however,

clarified that this is differ-
ent from holding that the
employer is free to act in an
arbitrary manner.

The observations came
while deciding a case in
which advertisements were
issued on March 1, 2018,
inviting online applica-
tions to fill up among other
posts, the post of Associate
Professor for the colleges
run by the Employees' State
Insurance Corporation.

On March 21, 2018, a no-
tice was issued to keep the
recruitment process in
abeyance in regard to the
post of Associate Professor

and Professor for adminis-
trative reasons. One of the
applicants approached the
Central Administrative
Tribunal seeking direc-
tions to fill up the post of
Associate Professor in
terms of advertisement
and the tribunal passed an
order in his favour.

The order was chal-
lenged before the
Karnataka High Court
which dismissed the writ
petition. The top court said
the direction given by the
High Court to conclude the
recruitment within 45 days
is clearly untenable.

"As the very advertise-
ment was put on hold, it is
quite likely that any candi-
date who may have been de-
sirous of applying, may not
have applied being discour-
aged by the fact that the ad-
vertisement has been put
on hold. Therefore, the di-
rection to conclude the pro-
ceedings within 45 days is
unsupportable," the bench
said.

"We are of the view that
a fair and time-bound deci-
sion must be taken by the
appellants not oblivious to
the fact that persons have
applied and they would also
look forward to fair treat-
ment at the hands of the
body like the appellant.
Accordingly, we allow the
appeal. We set aside the
judgement and we direct
the appellants to take a de-
cision bearing in mind all
relevant aspects within a
period of two months," the
bench said.
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Indian Navy personnel with dignitaries pose for photos at the launch of ‘Nirdeshak’, the second of the four
Survey Vessels (Large) (SVL) Project being built by GRSE in collaboration with L&T shipbuilding for Indian
Navy, at Kattupalli in Chennai. 

SVL LAUNCH

Students of a dance institute light candles to pay tribute to TV artist Amreen Bhat, in Jammu, Thursday, May 26, 2022.
Bhat was shot dead by militants at her home in 

TRIBUTE TO AMREEN

Immunization prog to benefit 
50 million beneficiaries

NIA arrests JeM overground worker 
New Delhi, May 26 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) has arrested a per-
son believed to be a key
accused in the Sunjwan
terror attack case that
happened in April on
the outskirts of Jammu,
an official spokesperson
said on Thursday.

The accused, Abid
Ahmad Mir of
Putrigam in south
Kashmir's Pulwama, is
alleged to be an over-
ground worker of the
banned Jaish-e-
Mohammed terror 
outfit.

According to the NIA,

Mir was a close associ-
ate of accused Bilal
Ahmed Wagay, who has
been arrested in the
case. Mir was also in
touch with Pakistan-
based handlers of the
JeM, it added.

He had knowingly and
voluntarily extended
support to the other ac-
cused in the commis-
sion of the instant
crime, the spokesperson
said.

Two terrorists were
killed in an encounter
with security forces in
Jammu on April 22 after
they attacked CISF per-
sonnel onboard a bus
during the crucial early

morning shift-change of
the force at a checkpost.

The 'fidayeen' or sui-
cide bombers sprayed a
volley to bullets in 'burst
fire' mode from their as-
sualt weapons even as
they lobbed grenades at
the security personnel
at the picket deployed
near the Chaddha camp
in the Sunjwan area of
the district, where the
Army also has a large
installation.

The terror attack
came two days ahead of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to
Samba in Jammu re-
gion of the union 
territory.

Sidhu's special
diet in Patiala jail

CChhaannddiiggaarrhh,,  MMaayy  2266  ((PPTTII))::
Jailed Congress leader Navjot
Singh Sidhu will serve as a clerk
in the Patiala central prison and
will get a doctor-recommended
daily diet that includes coconut
water, lactose-free milk, a glass
of juice and a few almonds, an
official said. A board of doctors
has recommended a special
diet for Sidhu after he had
sought the same in the jail. His
medical examination was con-
ducted on May 23 at Rajindra
hospital in Patiala, Punjab. The
58-year-old cricketer-turned-
politician's special diet includes
one cup of rosemary tea or one
glass of coconut water in early
morning, and one cup of lac-
tose-free milk, one tablespoon
of flax/ sunflower/ melon/chia
seeds, five-six almonds, one
walnut and two pecan nuts in
breakfast.

Sunjwan terror attack case

Indian NGO SEEDS 
bags UN award for 

disaster risk reduction
New Delhi, May 26 (PTI): 

The Sustainable
Ecological and
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Development (SEEDS), an
NGO working in the field of
disaster risk reduction and
climate change has bagged
the United Nations
Sasakawa Award 2022 for
Disaster Risk Reduction.
The global awards estab-
lished in 1986 by the found-
ing Chairman of the Nippon
Foundation, Mr Ryoichi
Sasakawa for recognising
excellence in reducing dis-
aster risk, was announced at
the ongoing 7th Session of
Global Platform for Disaster
Risk Reduction (GPDRR)
2022 in Bali, Indonesia.

SEEDS has been working
with the communities
across South Asia over for
the last 28 years to build re-
silience by combining local
wisdom with modern sci-
ence and technology and

multi hazard approach.
SEEDS focus on vulnerable
communities, amplifying
their voices to policy mak-
ers, the United Nations
Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction (UNRDRR) said
in a statement. Manu Gupta,
co-founder, SEEDS, said, We
are delighted and humbled
by this award. It has been 28
years since we took up the
mission to help build re-
silience among vulnerable
communities. As we grapple
with the global climate cri-
sis, it is imperative for all of
us to think of innovative
ways, embrace technology
as a leverage, and empower
people to thrive despite re-
curring disasters . "With the
2030 horizon for the Sendai
Framework, SEEDS will
continue building resilient
communities through a ho-
listic, inclusive, and multi-
hazard approach, said
Anshu Sharma, another co-
founder, SEEDS.

Lobby intensifies in ruling
BJD for RS poll tickets

Bhubaneswar, May 26 (PTI): 

With polls to four Rajya
Sabha seats of Odisha set
to be held next month -- the
notification for three of
which was issued by the
Assembly secretariat on
May 24 and one on
Thursday -- hectic lobby
within the ruling BJD to
secure a ticket for the elec-
tions is underway. Sources
in the BJD said that the
party, which has 113 MLAs
in the 147-member
Assembly, is likely to cap-
ture all four seats, as the
opposition BJP and the
Congress are expected to
keep away from the con-
test.

Around 40 aspirants in
the state's ruling camp are
currently making all-out
efforts to grab a BJD tick-
et, which might be a direct
pass to the Upper House of
Parliament. Polls to three
seats are scheduled to be
held on June 10, as the
tenure of MPs Nekkanti

Bhaskar Rao, Prasanna
Acharya and Sasmit Patra
ends on July 1, and bypoll
to one seat -- vacated by
BJD's Subhas Singh after
being elected as the
Cuttack Municipal
Corporation mayor is
scheduled on June 13.
Voting will be conducted
from 9 am to 4 pm on both
the dates, and the counting
process will be held the
same day as the elections.

A BJD leader said on the
condition of anonymity
that Patra, younger than
many of his peers, might
be accorded a second
tenure in Rajya Sabha by
party president and Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik.
He also said that Patnaik,
who recently fielded quite
a few women in panchayat
and urban polls, might
think of doing something
similar for the Upper
House polls. A recent re-
mark BJD vice-president
Usha Devi has added fuel
to the speculation.

‘Central agencies should work transparently’
Mumbai, May 26 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar
on Thursday said central
probe agencies should
work in a transparent
manner without any inter-
ference and not misuse
their powers. He was re-
plying to queries from re-
porters on the
Enforcement Directorate's
(ED) raids in Maharashtra
on Thursday as part of a
money laundering probe
against state Transport
Minister Anil Parab and
others linked to alleged ir-
regularities in a land deal
in coastal Dapoli area of
Ratnagiri district and
other charges, officials

said. The fed-
eral probe
agency has
filed a fresh
case against
Parab and oth-
ers under
criminal sec-
tions of the
Prevention of
M o n e y
L a u n d e r i n g
Act (PMLA).

At least seven premises,
including Parab's official
residence in Mumbai,
linked premises in Dapoli
and Pune were being
searched by the agency
with a security escort pro-
vided by the Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF). Talking to re-

porters here,
Pawar said if
the central
agencies carry
out their probe
without inter-
ference, no one
will oppose
them. "Law
has given these
agencies some
powers which
they can use

on getting complaints. We
only want that those pow-
ers shouldn't be misused,"
the NCP leader said when
asked about the ED raids
against state Shiv Sena
minister Parab.

The NCP shares power
with the Shiv Sena and
Congress in Maharashtra.

Pawar also lashed out at
state BJP chief
Chandrakant Patil for his
comments, made during a
protest on Wednesday, ask-
ing NCP MP Supriya Sule
to "go home and cook" in-
stead of being in politics.

"This is not
Maharashtra's culture.
Patil's statement hasn't
been liked by his own
party men. Political lead-
ers must exercise restraint
when speaking in public,
and they should not say
anything that will hurt
sentiments," he said.
Pawar also said that six
Rajya Sabha seats from
Maharashtra falling va-
cant soon will not filled
without a contest.

Bengaluru, May 26 (PTI): 

With Enforcement
Directorate (ED) fil-

ing a chargesheet under
the anti-money laundering
law against him and others,
Karnataka Congress
President D K Shivakumar
on Thursday alleged that
all "political weapons" are
being used against him,
ahead of 2023 assembly
polls in the state.

He claimed that the
chargesheet is "part of a
plan to eliminate people,
whom the ruling dispensa-
tion fear may create trouble
for them politically or don't
surrender to them", adding
that he is ready to "face

everything". "I
have got to
know that some
national chan-
nels are report-
ing that they
(ED) have filed a
charg esheet .
They have sub-
mitted it to the
court, we have
not been given a
copy yet. The
court will give us the copy.
Usually it has to be filed
within 60 days from the day
I was jailed, but they have
filed it after 3-3.5 years after
large scale investigation,"
Shivakumar said. Speaking
to reporters here, he said he
has belief in the law of the

land and will
abide by it. "Let
the chargesheet
come, they can't
create any new
t h i n g s .
However, the
Income Tax de-
partment had
created new
things (against
me earlier),
going against

the law and Supreme Court
judgements," he added. The
federal probe agency in
September 2018 registered a
money laundering case
against Shivakumar, A
Haumanthaiah, an employ-
ee at the Karnataka Bhavan
in New Delhi, and other

people. The case was based
on an Income Tax
Department chargesheet
filed against Shivakumar
and others before a court in
Bengaluru for alleged tax
evasion and hawala deal-
ings.

Further claiming that
the "people of the country
know that he has not done
anything wrong" and that
he had earlier stated that
there were political mo-
tives behind the case, the
KPCC chief recalled that
during late Congress leader
Ahmed Patel's election to
Rajya Sabha his house was
raided and money belong-
ing to his friends were re-
ported as his.

Ajit Pawar on ED raids

Ajit Pawar

‘Political weapons against 
me ahead of Assly polls’
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D K Shivakumar
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Hyderabad, May 26 (PTI): 

Owing to continuous po-
litical instability during
the last three decades, the
country suffered from lack
of political willpower and
stayed away from imple-
menting reforms and im-
portant decisions, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Thursday.
However, the nation is now
seeing political determina-
tion and reforms also
being implemented contin-
uously since 2014, he said.

Modi, addressing the
graduating students of
Indian School of Business
(ISB) here, said India is the
fastest growing economy

among the G-20 nations be-
sides boasting of several
other achievements, in-
cluding in the start-up en-
vironment and attracting
the highest-ever FDI.

Due to the continuous
political instability in the
last three decades, the
country has seen a lack of
political willpower for a
long time. Because of this
the country stayed away

from reforms and from
taking big decisions. Since
2014, our country is seeing
political will and also, re-
forms are being imple-
mented continuously,
Modi said.

Varanasi, May 26 (PTI): 

A district court, which on
Thursday heard arguments of
Muslim side on the maintain-
ability of the Gyanvapi-Shringar
Gauri complex case, fixed May
30 as the next date of hearing in
the case.
"The Muslim side's arguments
on the maintainability of the
case remained incomplete
today, which they will continue
on May 30 -- the date fixed by
the court for the next hearing,"
said District Government
Counsel Rana Sanjeev Singh.
The court had on May 24 fixed
May 26 for hearing on the main-

tainability of the Gyanvapi-
Shringar Gauri complex case.
Singh on Tuesday had said the
court also gave a week's time to
both Hindu and Muslim sides to
file objections to the report of a
court-mandated videography
survey of the Gyanvapi mosque
premises. On May 20, the
Supreme Court had transferred
the Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri
complex case from a civil judge
(senior division) to a district
judge, saying looking at the
"complexities" and "sensitivity"
of the issue, it is better if a sen-
ior judicial officer having an
experience of over 25-30 years
handles this case.

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI): 

The government on Thursday
withdrew its offer to sell its
entire 52.98 per cent stake in
BPCL, saying that majority of
bidders have expressed their
inability to participate in the
current privatisation process
due to prevailing conditions in
the global energy market.
The government had planned
to sell its entire 52.98 per cent
stake in Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) and
invited Expressions of Interest
(EoIs) from bidders in March
2020. At least three bids came
in by November 2020.
However, the privatisation was

stalled after two bidders
walked out over issues such as
lack of clarity in fuel pricing,
with just one bidder left in the
fray.
The Department of Investment
and Public Asset Management
(DIPAM) said the multiple
COVID-19 waves and geopoliti-
cal conditions affected indus-
tries globally, particularly the
oil and gas industry.
"Owing to prevailing condi-
tions in the global energy mar-
ket, the majority of QIPs (qual-
ified interested parties) have
expressed their inability to
continue in the current
process of disinvestment of
BPCL," it said.

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI): 

The CBI Thursday ques-
tioned Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram for nine
hours in connection with
an alleged scam pertain-
ing to the issuance of
visas to 263 Chinese na-
tionals in 2011 when his fa-
ther P Chidambaram was
home minister, officials
said.

A special court had or-
dered Karti to join the CBI
investigation within 16
hours of his arrival from
the UK and Europe, where
he had gone with the per-
mission of the Supreme
Court and the special
court. The MP returned
from his trip on
Wednesday, and arrived at
the CBI office around 8

this morning to answer
questions related to the
case. Speaking to re-
porters outside the CBI
headquarters, Karti said
the case against him was
"bogus", and claimed that
he had not facilitated the
issuance of visa to any
Chinese national.

He was allowed to go for
a recess for about an hour

in afternoon after which
the questioning resumed.
The MP was quizzed till
about 6 pm.

Coming out of the in-
tense questioning, Karti
Chidambaram said it all
was a political vendetta,
and that he would depose
again if the agencies call
him. The case pertains to
the allegations of Rs 50
lakh being paid as bribe to
Karti and his close associ-
ate S Bhaskararaman by a
top executive of Vedanta
group company Talwandi
Sabo Power Ltd. (TSPL),
which was setting up a
power plant in Punjab, for
re-issuance of project
visas for 263 Chinese work-
ers of a firm company
which was executing the
project, the CBI FIR said.

Govt seeks names
of defence officers

amid CDS hunt
New Delhi, May 26: 

At a time when the
process to appoint the new
chief of defence staff is
on, the government has
sought the names of sen-
ior serving and retired of-
ficers from the Army,
Navy and Air Force.

The defence ministry
has sought the names of
the top five serving offi-
cers, including the serving
chiefs from the three
forces, along with the
names of retired chiefs
and commander-in-chief
rank officers, government
sources told ANI.

For retired officers, the
service headquarters have
been asked to provide the
names of only those offi-
cers who have retired after
January 2020, they said.

New Delhi, May 25 (PTI): 

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Wednesday reviewed eight
projects having a cumula-
tive cost of over Rs 59,900
crore and concerning 14
states as he chaired a
'Pragati' meeting.

Prime Minister Modi
chaired the 40th edition of
PRAGATI, the ICT-based
multi-modal platform for
Pro-Active Governance
and Timely
Implementation, involving
the Centre and state gov-
ernments.

In the meeting, nine

agenda items were taken
up for review, including
eight projects and one pro-
gramme, the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO)
said in a statement.

Among the eight proj-
ects, two projects each
were from the Ministry of
Railways, Ministry of
Road Transport &
Highways and Ministry of
Petroleum & Natural Gas.
The Ministry of Power
and the Department of
Water Resources, River
Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation had one proj-
ect each.

These eight projects

have a cumulative cost of
over Rs 59,900 crore, con-
cerning the 14 states --
Maharashtra, Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, Assam,
Arunachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Tripura,
Mizoram, Nagaland,
Sikkim and Jharkhand --
the statement said.

Prime Minister Modi
said the agencies working
in the infrastructure sec-
tor, such as roads and rail-
ways, should map their
projects with the water
bodies being developed
under Amrit Sarovar.

Nagpur, May 26: 

Four children in Nagpur became
Human Immunodeficiency Virus
(HIV) infection positive, alleged-
ly after blood transfusion, said
officials on Thursday.
These four patients were given
blood for the treatment of
Thalassemia, post which they
were found infected.
Taking the matter into consider-
ation, the state health depart-
ment set up a high-level inquiry.
"Four children have been infect-
ed with HIV, out of which one
child has died. We will collect all
the information and take action
against the culprits after con-
ducting a high level investiga-
tion," said Assistant Deputy
Director of Health Department
Dr R K Dhakate.

‘Nation undergoes slew
of reforms since 2014’

Family-run parties always think about their own growth and are
the biggest enemies of the country, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Thursday. Addressing BJP party workers and lead-
ers at Begumpet Airport here, Modi said political vendetta is
being taken out against the saffron party workers in Telangana.
He hit out at 'parivaarvadi' parties saying they are not just a
political problem of India but 'Parivarvaad' and 'parivaarvadi
parties' are the biggest enemy of the country's democracy and
its youth. "Parivaarvadi (family-run) parties are not only politi-
cal problems... they are the biggest enemies of democracy and
youth," Modi said, in an apparent reference to the ruling
Telangana Rashtra Samithi (TRS) in the state.

‘Dynasty’ parties ‘biggest’ enemies of the country

VISA BRIBERY CASE

CBI questions Karti for nearly nine hours 

BPCL sale shelved as no
bidders show interest

‘PRAGATI’ MEETING

PM reviews 8 projects worth Rs 59,900 cr
Four kids found

HIV positive
Gyanvapi case

Next hearing fixed on May 30

49th  GBM of BSP
EX-OA to be held

on May 31 
BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2266::  The 49th General
Body Meeting of the BSP Ex-offi-
cers' Association will be held on
May 31, 2022 at 10:30 hrs in Pragati
Bhavan (OA Building), Civic Centre,
to discuss on important issues such
as Medical issues in BSP Hospitals,
feedback of meeting held with
management of M&HS Dept., revi-
sions to be shall proposes in  SAIL
Mediclaim Scheme 2022-23 , EPS
95 Pension, Gratuity,11 months
perks arrears, recent visit to
Arogyam Super-speciality Hospital,
Bhilai etc.  Officials of Arogyam
Super-Speciality Hospital, Bhilai
will speak on the various health
care facilities available in the hospi-
tal & the special considerations of-
fered to the BSP Ex-OA members.
In-charge officer of the Bhilai unit
of MD India has been requested to
attend the meeting to speak on
'tele-consultation' with doctors and
also to clarify queries of members.
OA President & SEFI Chairman
Narendra Banchhor, General
Secretary Parvinder Singh and
Treasurer Ankur Mishra will attend
the meeting and speak on the im-
portant issues. All the retired offi-
cers of BSP are requested to attend
the meeting, said the release. 
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Bhilai, May 26: In
Government Vishwanath
Yadav Tamaskar
P o s t g r a d u a t e
Autonomous College,
Durg  tributes were paid
to those who lost their
lives in naxal violence at
the Jheeram Valley.

The martyred public
representatives, officials,
the soldiers of the securi-
ty forces as well as those
who lost lives in other acts
of naxal violence over the
years were remembered
on the tribute day.

Principal of the college
Dr MA Siddhique ad-
dressing the staff mem-
bers and students, said

that we are determined to
make our state an island
of peace again. He further
said that we should try to
save human life values by
creating an environment
of peace and tolerance in
our state. Two-minute si-
lence was observed.

Prominent among those
present were in-charge
principal of the college,

Dr MA Siddiqui, Dr
Ranjana Srivastava, Dr
Baljit Kaur, Dr Ajay
Singh, NSS Student's Unit
Program Officer Dr
Meena Mann, and
Student's Unit NSS
Officer Prof Janendra
Kumar Diwan, Dr Sriram
Kuzam, Sports Officer
Laxmendra Kuldeep, Dr
Moti Ram, Shaista Khan,

Chief Clerk Sanjay Yadav,
Salim Ahmed, Satendra
Kumar Soni, Gulshan
Devangan, Rakesh Sahu,
Hemant Nirmalkar ,
Ganga, Madanlal Khute,
Shiv Devangan, Kripal
Patel, Dhal Singh, Ashok
Yadav, Vijay, Anurag
Pandey and NSS volun-
teer Dalnayak Lewis
Kumar were present.

SAIL-BSP exports over one lakh
tonnes of steel in 21-22

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant exported
1.06 lakh tonnes of differ-
ent grades of steel to dif-
ferent countries in fiscal
year 2021-22. Exports in-
cluded 30,600 Tonnes of

plates to United Arab
Emirates and 18,573
Tonnes of wire rods to
Nepal, 6335 Tonnes of CCS
slabs to European Union,
and 16,209 T of CCS slabs
to Thailand and 34,762
Tonnes of CCS slabs to
China.

Exports of plates to
United Arab Emirates in-
cluded 12,236 T of high ten-
sile plates, 18,063 T of mild
steel grade plates and 301
tonnes of BS S355 JRAR 16
Grade of plates. While CC
EN 10025-2 S275 JR grade of
CCS slabs were exported to

European Union, CCQ235B
grade of slabs were export-
ed to Thailand.

Exports to China includ-
ed CCJIS G3101 and CC
Q235B grade of CCS slabs.
Exports to Nepal included
SAE 1008 grade of Wire
Rods.

Umesh bags Silver Medal
in National Championship
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: Young
boxer from Bhilai, Y
Umesh, studying in Class 9
in SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant's Senior Secondary
School, Sector 7 has won
the silver medal in 40 to 43
kg category at the Sub
Junior Boy's National
Boxing Championship
2022 organised by Boxing
Federation of India in
Bellary, Karnataka.

Umesh who has been
practising from a young
age with other boys in
Steel Boxing Club affiliat-
ed to Bhilai Steel Plant's
Sports, Cultural & Civic
Amenities Department
under the watchful eyes of
BSP's trainers, participat-
ed from the Steel Plant
Sports Board (SPSB) team
in the Sub Junior Boy's
National Boxing
Championship.

Based on his perform-

ance, Umesh has been se-
lected for the National
Camp. He now stands a
chance to participate in in-
ternational tournaments.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: Dau Shri
Vasudev Chandrakar
Kamdhenu University dis-
tributed chicks, grains,
medicines and equipment
to 20 tribal beneficiaries of
village Sonwahi, District
Surajpur under the tribal
sub-plan (TSP). This tribal
sub-plan scheme is funded

by the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research,
New Delhi.

Under this scheme of
TSP, 200 chicks, 05 drinkers,
04 feeders, 01 chick guard,
01 green mate poultry medi-
cine, supplements and feed
were provided to each bene-
ficiary. An egg hatching ma-
chine incubator was pro-
vided to a beneficiary of vil-

lage Sonwahi, Kanchan
Singh w/o Ramkumar
Singh, which would also be
used to incubate the eggs by
all the beneficiaries of the
village. Kamdhenu
University Vice Chancellor
Dr NP Dakshinkar said that
this tribal sub-plan is being
implemented to develop
Surguja area as a poultry
hub and to improve the

livelihood of tribal groups
through poultry farming.
Vice Chancellor Dr NP
Dakshinakar; President Dr
RP Tiwari; Director
Extension Education,
Coordinator, Veterinary
Polytechnic Dr SD
Hirpurkar; Ramchandra
Yadav, Member, University
Executive Council;
Sarpanch, Gram Panchayat
- Sonwahi, Shyama Devi; Dr
Nripendra Singh, Senior
Veterinary Officer,
Surajpur; Dr OP Dinani,
Principal Investigator, TSP
Project; Dr Om Prakash
Paikra, Principal,
Veterinary Polytechnic; Dr
Amit Gupta, Dr Ankit
Kashyap and Dr Devendra
Yadav were present.

Failed paddy seeds to
be procured till May 31
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: Failed
Paddy Seeds of the farmers
will be procured till May 31
by the Process Centers of
Chhattisgarh State Seeds
and Agriculture
Development Corporation
through the committees on
support price.

Guidelines have been is-
sued in this regard by the
Department of Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Protection. Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure has directed to pur-
chase average good quality
failed paddy seeds in the
district at support price by
May 31.

It is worth mentioning
that for the purchase of

paddy on support price,
the registered farmer is el-
igible to sell a maximum of
15 quintals of paddy per
acre. Therefore, the eligi-
bility of selling failed
paddy seed by the farmer
will be to the extent of his
eligibility to sell paddy on
support price.

For example, if the area
under paddy cultivation
by a registered farmer is
two acres and 20 quintals
of paddy has been sold by
him on support price, then
he can sell failed paddy
seeds up to the limit of 10
quintals. Farmers have
been asked to bring the
registered farmer code
number to the committee
of their area while selling
paddy.

Officials pay homage to
Jheeram Valley Martyrs

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre, along with the offi-
cers and employees of his
office, observed a two-
minute silence on Jheeram
Tribute Day. On this occa-
sion, he paid tributes to the
martyrs of Jheeram
Valley and other Naxal in-
cidents. Maintaining a

firm belief in the tradition
of non-violence and toler-
ance in the state, the gath-
ering pledged to oppose all
forms of Naxalism and vi-
olence and remain deter-
mined to make the state an
island of peace again. On
the occasion, Deputy
Divisional Commissioner
Monika Kaudo and other
officers and employees
were present.

State Services (Mains) 
examination begins 

at Science College

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: The State
Services Mains examina-
tion conducted by
Chhattisgarh Public
Service Commission com-
menced at Science College
in Durg with the written
exam of Language on
Thursday. It needs to be
mentioned here that the
Mains Examination will be
conducted during May 26 to

29 in the Science College of
the district.

On the first day of the ex-
amination, Deputy
Collector Jageshwar
Kaushal, the nodal officer
of the center, conducted in-
spection at the center and
apprised the center in-
charges about the instruc-
tions of the Commission.

On the occasion, he said
that the Mains examina-
tion is being conducted in a

malpractice free and peace-
ful environment. Along
with this, every student
and invigilator is being al-
lowed to go inside only
after thorough checking.

He asked the candidates
appearing in the examina-
tion to register their atten-
dance before the scheduled
time so that they can get
better results by appearing
in the examination without
any worries.

Training cum workshop of Bharat 
Mata Vahini Committees held

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26:
Training cum workshop
of newly constituted
Bharat Mata Vahini com-
mittees in the district
was held in Janpad
Panchayat Durg.
Committees of 10 Gram
Panchayats under

Janpad Panchayat Durg
participated in the work-
shop.

Devendra Deshmukh,
presiding over the pro-
gramme, talked about
providing all possible ad-
ministrative help to the
members of Bharat Mata
Vahini. He added that he
will be visiting the vil-

lages to provide guidance.
Kamlesh Kumar Patel,

Deputy Director, Social
Welfare Department,
Durg, the nodal depart-
ment of Bharat Mata
Vahini, informed the
members of Bharat Mata
Vahini that they have to
curb intoxication at the
village level with peace

and harmony without any
discrimination or envy.

A brief introduction re-
garding the formation of
Bharat Mata Vahini was
presented by Jantaram
Thakur, Nodal Officer and
Master Trainer. PL Sao of
All World Gayatri
Pariwar said that we all
have to transform our-

selves to transform the
era.

He urged the members
of Bharat Mata Vahini to
become ideal examples
for others so that they
could take inspiration
and change themselves.
Ajay Kumar, the director
of Kalyani Nashamukti
Kendra, Bhilai, suggested
forming more groups
under Bharat Mata
Vahini Committees for
conducting drug de-ad-
diction campaigns.

He added that a team of
doctors can be sent to or-
ganise camps at the vil-
lages where the problem
of addiction and sub-
stance abuse is very high.
Anand Marg De-addic-
tion Center Director
Mantra Chetna Anand
detailed about getting rid
of drug addiction by
practicing yoga. Officers
and employees of the de-
partment were present on
the occasion.

Chicks, feed and poultry 
equipments distributed under TSP

Cooperative society producing
70000 meters of cloth every year

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: Collector
Dr Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure visited Shri
Nageshwari Weavers
Cooperative Society locat-
ed in Nagapura the other
day. This cooperative soci-
ety is producing and sell-
ing handloom textiles.

This organization has
been operating since 1965
and a total of 55 members
work here. Here, about
70000 meters of cloth is
produced every year from
the yarn supplied from
Apex Weavers Association
Raipur. The Collector took
information from the
Chairman of the commit-

tee, Guha Ram, regarding
the handloom working
system. Collector interact-
ed with the women work-
ing there. The women ap-
prised the Collector about
some of their basic prob-
lems. Collector directed
the concerned officers to
solve the problems raised
by the women.

Mahira Khatoon brings laurels
in Audio Visual Festival 2022

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 26: Mahira
Khatoon of KG-I 'D',
MGM Senior Secondary
School, Sector 6 brought
laurels for the School in
the 26th All India
Children's Educational
Audio-Video festival 2022,
conducted by Central
Institute of Educational
Technology (NCERT).
The topic for the contest
was Nature- Beautiful
Part of Life.

She secured the first
position and made her
parents as well as the in-
stitution proud. Very Rev
Thomas Ramban the VP
of the school, Hon
Correspondent Rajan
George and the School &
Church Managing
Committee members
lauded Mahira Khatoon
for her exceptional talent.
Dr BD Tharakan,
Principal, Anitha Rajan
Head Mistress, In-

Charges and the class
teachers expressed their
happiness and congratu-
lated Mahira Khatoon on
her achievement.

Tributes paid to martyrs of 
Jheeram Valley Naxal violence
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STRAY CATTLE MENACE

With city developing in all proportions, the basic problems of stray cattle on main roads
has still not being solved and raises big question mark on concerned authorities.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 26:
Residents in Raipur and
adjoining areas woke up to
a pleasant morning on
Thursday after rains. Sun
kept playing hide and seek
after early morning rains

till afternoon and subse-
quently it rained again
with cold winds after
cloud development, turn-
ing weather from hot and
humid to pleasant again in
the evening. The tempera-
ture also recorded a drop
of two to three degrees

after rainfall. Light rain
was still occurring with
thunder and lightning in
different areas.

Apart from Raipur,
other districts of the state
also received rain with
strong winds. People got a
lot of relief from the heat
as the temperature
dropped after the rain.
With rains and overcast
weather the first two days
of ‘Noutapa’ (nine days of
scorching summer) re-
mained cool and pleasant.

The weather pattern has
changed particularly
under effect of a trough.
Some areas of the state re-
ceived rain on Tuesday
night. On Wednesday also,
the first day of ‘Nautapa’
was less hot due to light

rain and partly cloudy
weather.

On Thursday heavy rain
lashed Pendra Road. The
weather changed with
strong winds in
Amarkantak, Pendra-
Marwahi area. The speed
of the dusty winds was so
strong that trees were bro-
ken in many places. There
is also a risk of damage to
electric poles. Power
breakdown was reported
in the area. After a while it
started raining heavily all
over the area. The rain
was so heavy that the
drain water spilled over
the roads. Dust storms
also raged in Bilaspur
area. Rains also occurred
in Jashpur, Mungeli,
Janjgir-Champa.

Weather turns hot and humid
to pleasant after rains

Four SHOs given fresh
posting order

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2266::  Within 15
days, the Senior
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Prashant Agrawal on
Thursday issued fresh posting
order of four Station House
Officers of the District.

According to the order
issued, the DD Nagar Thana
in-charge Yogita Bali
Kharpade was shifted to
Vidhan Sabha Police station a
week ago but now she has
been given the charge of
Rajendra Nagar Police
Station. Similarly, the
Khamhardih SHO Kumar
Gaurav Sahu has been shifted
to DD Nagar Police Station
whereas AJAKS Thana in-
charge Vijay Yadav has been
shifted to Khamhardih Police
Station and Krishnachand
Sidar has been shifted from
Traffic Police station to
AJAKS.

It is notable that SSP had
changed SHOs of 23 Police
Stations but now few changes
have been made in the fresh
posting order issued here.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 26:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) would be conduct-
ing people-centric activi-
ties from June 1 to 14 to
high-light the achieve-
ments of Narendra Modi
government during the
last eight years.

Providing the above in-
formation to media per-
sons at party headquar-
ters here, the BJP in-
charge of party affairs in
Chhattisgarh D
Purandeswari said that

all the Members of
Parliament (MPs),
Members of Legislative
Assembly (MLAs) and
other party workers
would be organizing a 75-
hour Public Relations ac-
tivities in their respec-

tive booth from June 1.
Apart from it, the party
would also take care of
the people from various
sections of society in-
cluding Farmers, Women
and from Weaker Section
of Society to ensure that

the benefits of various
public welfare pro-
grames reaches to them.

She also informed that
a book title Report to
Nation would be
launched from May 31 to
June 1 to high-light the
achievements of Mod
government.

Similarly, the BJP
would be organizing trib-
al fairs from June 3 to 6 to
create awareness among
tribals over the benefits
of public welfare scheme
for them. Apart from it,
the BJP would also asso-
ciate the Minorities with
them with a dialogue
from June 6 to 8 at vari-
ous platforms.

Yuva Morcha would be
taking out motor cycle
rally in every district

from June 7 to 13 to make
a visit to all the venues
which have been started
by NDA governments for
basic infrastructure, she
said adding that the
Union Ministers, MPs,
MLAs would join the
motor cycle rally.

With the objective to
associate the Scheduled
Caste community, the
BJP leaders would be or-
ganizing a Baba Saheb
Trust Rally from Muhu
in the month of June.

Chhattisgarh BJP
President Vishnu Deo
Sai, Leader of
Opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Dharmlal
Kaushik were also pres-
ent during the press con-
ference.

BJP to associate people to highlight achievements of Modi govt
Party in-charge
announces series of
programmes from
June 1

Raipur, May 26: An ac-
tion plan of Rs.6 crore 3
lakh was approved for the
financial year 2022-23 in
the meeting of the
Governing Council of the
District Mineral Institute
Trust (DMFT) organized
under the chairmanship
of Lok Sabha MP Raipur
Sunil Soni in
Collectorate’s Red Cross
meeting hall.

Abhanpur MLA
Dhanendra Sahu, Raipur
North MLA Kuldeep
Juneja, Balodabazar MLA
Pramod Sharma, District
Panchayat President
Domeshwari Verma,
Raipur District
Cooperative Bank

President Pankaj Sharma
instructed to complete
works for education,
health and drinking water
on top priority.

Instructions were given
in the meeting to complete
the construction of all ap-
proved schools, health cen-
ters and Anganwadi cen-
ters at the earliest, repair
of old buildings and make
arrangements for toilets
and drinking water.
Instructions were given to
make proper arrangement
of drinking water in the
district, to set up hand
pumps as per the require-
ment and to expedite the
works of Jal Jeevan
Mission. Action plan pro-
posed under DMIT fund in
the financial year 2022-23
were approved.

Under the action plan
approved in the meeting
an amount of Rs 14 lakh 82

thousand is being allocat-
ed for drinking water sup-
ply, Rs 53 lakh 53 thousand
for health care, Rs 2 crore
23 lakh 61 thousand for ed-
ucation, Rs 1 crore 4 lakh
97 thousand for agricul-
ture and other concerned
activities, Rs 10 lakh for
environment conservation
and pollution control and
Rs 93 lakh 93 thousand for
sanitation. Similarly an
amount of Rs 1 crore 2
lakh 72 thousand is being
allocated for physical in-
frastructure.

Collector Sourabh
Kumar, District Panchayat
Chief Executive Officer
Mayank Chaturvedi,
Forest Divisional Officer
Vishwesh Kumar and
many public representa-
tives and district officers
of various departments
were present in the meet-
ing.

Mega Free Health
Camp in district 

hospital Pandri today
Raipur, May 26:
Children up to 18 years of
age will be treated free of
cost under the National
Child Health Program
“Viva” from 10 am to 4
pm on Friday, May 27, at
District Hospital, Pandri,
Raipur. For this a mega
free health camp is being
organized.

Under this, pediatrics,
heart disease, M.D.
Medicine, nose ear
throat, mental diseases,
neurologist, orthopedics,
ophthalmologist, den-
tistry, physiotherapy
services will be provided
free of cost by specialist
doctors. Collector
Sourabh Kumar, Chief
Medical and Health
Officer and Civil
Surgeon have appealed
that maximum number
of people should take ad-
vantage of the camp and
avail free specialist con-
sultation facilities for im-
proving the health of
children up to the age of
18 years.

Governing Council meeting of
District Mineral Institute Trust 
p Action plan of Rs 6 cr

approved for year
2022-23
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Raipur, May 26: This
time the Chhattisgarh
Board of Secondary
Education will cover 100%
syllabus in the academic
session starting from June
16. For the last two years,
the 10th-12th board exami-
nation was being conduct-
ed on the basis of 70 per-
cent syllabus only. Entire
syllabus  could not be
taught due to Corona pan-
demic.

Due to this, the Board
had cut the syllabus after
the recommendation of
the State Government.
This year, since the situa-

tion of corona infection is
fine, so this time 100% syl-
labus will be taught. Board
officials said that orders
for this will be issued
soon. It is worth noting
that during the Corona pe-
riod, for a year, the chil-
dren had given the online
examination from  home.
During this assignments
were also issued for the
examinees. After this the
results were released on
the basis of internal as-
sessment.

The last date for sub-
mission of online applica-
tion form of Chhattisgarh
Board of Secondary
Education with normal
fee for High School and
Higher Secondary
S u p p l e m e n t a r y
Examination year 2022 is
May 31. Similarly, the date
of submission of applica-
tion form with late fee of
Rs 550 per student has
been fixed till June 7, 2022.

The Board has in-
formed all the supplemen-
tary, failed students that
they can take action to fill
the online examination
application form.
Guidelines regarding the
process of filling the on-
line application form and
the list of forwarding in-
stitution are available on
the Board’s website
www.cgbse.nic.in.

100% syllabus to be covered this time
in class 10th-12th board 

p 30 percent syllabus
was reduced during
the Corona period

Raipur, May 26: Central
Bank of India, Raipur or-
ganised Road Show by its
employees in Raipur. The
Road Show was organised
as part of the celebration of
‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’,
commemorating 75 years of
India’s independence.

As per information given
by Mr. Vimal Nair, (Sr.
Manager – PR & Mktg.) the
staff took the road show
with placards on various
rates of interest on attrac-
tive schemes of the Bank

viz. Cent Grih Laxmi, Cent
Vahini, MSME, Cent Shop,
Gold loan etc.

The Regional Head of the
Bank, Mahendra Singh
flagged off the road show
which commenced from
the Bank’s Regional Office
at Bombay market reach-
ing Bhagat Singh Chowk
and returning back to the
starting point. To encour-
age the staff during the
Road Show, the Bank’s
Regional Head too took
part in this event. The
whole-hearted participa-
tion by the Bank staff lead
to a grand success of the
event.

Central Bank of India
organises Road Show

p Celebrating ‘Azadi Ka
Amrit Mahotsav’

Raipur, May 26: A one day
training course was con-
ducted recently under the
joint aegis of the
Department of Anesthesia,
Pt JNM Memorial Medical
College, Raipur and USA
Approved Society of
Critical Care Medicine
(SSCM). A total of 30
trainees of Chhattisgarh
state were benefited in the
training course. The pro-
gram was inaugurated
with lighting of lamp by
the Chief Guest, Dean, Pt
JNM Memorial Medical
College, Raipur Dr Trupti
Nagaria.

Training was given in
the course on treatment of
critically ill patients in ICU,

respiration in a critically ill
person, treatment of heart
attack, brain stroke, severe
respiratory illness, critical
care in pregnant women
and children, cardio-pul-
monary resuscitation and
airway management, infec-
tion control and antibi-
otics.

Dr  Minesh Mehta from
Ahmedabad, Head of the
Department of
Anesthesiology, Dr
Pratibha Jain Shah,
Professor Dr Jaya Lalwani,
Head of the Critical Care
Department, Dr  Om
Prakash Sundrani and Dr
Pradeep Sharma  of
NHMMD were present for
providing training.

Training for treatment of
critically ill patients in ICU
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Raipur, May 26: The
Chief Secretary took a
meeting of all the
Divisional Commissioners
and Collectors through
video conferencing from
Mantralaya Mahanadi
Bhawan here regarding
measures to increase the
income of the State
Government. In the meet-
ing, the officers were in-
structed to make special
efforts on the items of rev-
enue recovery of their de-
partment.

In the meeting, exten-
sive deliberations were
held to prepare a time
bound plan for  enhance-
ment of revenue, urban
administration, housing
and environment, mineral
resources, commercial tax
and other departments.
The Principal Secretary,
Commercial Department,

Gaurav Dwivedi also at-
tended the meeting.

The Chief Secretary di-
rected the District
Collectors to make special
efforts to inform the peo-
ple about their interests
for allotment of govern-
ment land, administra-
tion, freeholding of Nazul
and Abadi Pattas and to
give ownership rights on
slum pattas. The Chief
Secretary directed to iden-
tify vacant plots in cities
for allotment of govern-
ment land in urban areas
and upload the area and
number of vacant land on
the website of the district.

Similarly, in urban
areas, it has been said to
conduct a survey cam-
paign of better Nazul
land. The Chief Secretary
directed to receive appli-
cations from the benefici-

aries by setting physical
and financial targets for
freeholding of Nazul and
Abadiya Pattas. The Chief
Secretary directed the offi-
cers of the Urban
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n
Department to inform the
ward corporators of their
area about the Nazul land
and shops and plots of
urban bodies, so that they
can inform the citizens of
their ward area.

Arrangement of illegal
construction, regulariza-
tion of commercial activi-
ties on residential land,
development and allot-
ment of salable properties
of bodies, commercial
plots, conversion charges
on cases of change of land
purpose by coordinating
with the officers of
Revenue Department and
instructed to take neces-

sary action in the meet-
ing. The Chief Secretary
has directed the
D i v i s i o n a l
Commissioners to review
it continuously.

The Chief Secretary di-
rected the officers of the
Mineral Department to
prepare an action plan for
production at full capacity
in all the operating mines
and to run a time bound
program to increase the
mining capacity of the ex-
isting mines. He directed
to take necessary action to
start mining from the re-
maining mineable mines
by fixing the time limit.

Similarly, the officers of
the Water Resources
Department took detailed
information about the re-
covery of water tax from
industries and the in-
crease in revenue from
GST and VAT from the of-
ficers of the Commercial
Department. In the meet-
ing, Secretary, Revenue
Department, Mr.
N.N.Akka, Secretary of
Water Resources
Department Mr.
Anbalagan P., Secretary of
Urban Administration
Department Mrs. Alarmel
Mangai D., Joint
Secretary and Director
Geology and Mining Mr.
Jayaprakash Maurya,
Department of Mineral
Resources and other de-
partments attended the
meeting.

Special emphasis should be given on revenue
receipt items to increase income: CS

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2266:: The
Chhattisgarh State Council of
FICCI recently convened its
first meeting of FY 22-23. The
summit was presided by
Abhijit Pati, Chairman,
Chhattisgarh State Council
FICCI, CEO & Director,
BALCO. The main objective
behind the meeting was to
conduct a brainstorming ses-
sion by allowing the members
to discuss and deliberate
about further strengthening
the body and the modus
operandi regarding address-
ing of key and crucial indus-
trial issues at the state level.

The event was attended by
U P Singh , AVP , Jindal Steel
& Power, Suyash Shukla, GM,
Jindal Steel & Power, Shekhar
Subhedar, Executive Director
MHIDPL, Vikram Jain,
Director  SBT Textiles , RBE
Rao, CEO, MHIDPL, Ashwin
Garg, President URLA
Industries Association,
Manish Ahuja, Group CFO, IB
Group, Aseem Ahuja, Treasury
Head, IB Group, Rajan
Pandey, MHIDPL and Shaleen
Rao, Deputy Director & Head
FICCI Chhattisgarh State
Office.

During his address, Abhijit
Pati, Chairman, Chhattisgarh
State Council FICCI, CEO &
Director, BALCO, said, “We as
members of a prestigious
association should collective-

ly work towards strengthen-
ing the presence of FICCI in
the state through deeply
understanding government’s
approach towards industries
and government’s under-
standing of industrial issues.
FICCI is a platform to discuss
and identify crucial issues
faced by various industries of
the state and we all have to
work together towards trans-
forming the industrial fabric
of the state and nation at
large through this platform.
Our objectives can be
achieved after active involve-
ment with the state govern-
ment, by supporting the gov-
ernment in policy reforms and
by providing industrial inputs
for Ease of Doing Business in
the state, hence we should
focus on further improving
these two engagements. We
as a responsible body should
also help the government to
identify source of potential
investment which can lead to
resolving of several important
issues. Apart from raising our
voice regarding key industrial
subjects it is our responsibili-

ty to support and promote the
MSME sector as well in order
to support the holistic devel-
opment of the state. I am con-
fident that with all of our col-
lective efforts, we can
achieve all our goals.”

Pati also emphasised on
holding frequent member
meetings and formation of
executive committees within
the member units as well as
small executive committees
which could meet frequently
to review collective issues
and make representation on
matters needing urgent
attention from the govern-
ment. This could further cul-
minate in meeting with the
government stakeholders to
resolve the issues. He con-
cluded by saying that more
vibrancy, initiatives & convic-
tion with a strong eco system
to perform to strengthen the
industrial fabric of the state
will help us grow enormously
& also become visible as huge
opportunities are there.

UP Singh, AVP JSPL, repre-
senting former Chairman
Pradeep Tandon, President

JSPL, stated that experts
from various organisations
and member units can
become a part of the expert
committee to delve on
Mining, Forest &
Environmental Clearances,
Transportation and other rel-
evant issues, with a focused
approach.

Expressing his views,
Ashwin Garg, President URLA
Industries Association, said
that industry associations
work as a bridge between the
Industry and government. He
mentioned that while formu-
lating Chhattisgarh Industrial
Policy 2019-24, government
sought views from all the
prominent industry associa-
tions of the State. He further
stated that collective local
issues can be taken up by
FICCI Chhattisgarh Council to
motivate member units,
which can then be placed
before the relevant govern-
ment department as a docu-
mentary evidence.

Further, RBE Rao, CEO
MHIDPL raised the issue of
shortage of cold storage
across the state. Importance
of MSME in the growth of the
economy and the importance
of addressing local issues
related to textile industries,
was highlighted by Mr.
Vikram Jain, Director, SBT
Textiles. Manoj Ahuja, Group
CFO, IB Group emphasized on
resolving current challenges
collectively. 

Abhijit Pati convenes Ch’garh State
Council Meeting of FICCI 

p For FY 22-23

Raipur, May 26: To acceler-
ate the progress of the na-
tion, Jindal Panther Cement
will set up a cement plant in
Raigad district of
Chhattisgarh. On behalf of
the government the MoU
was signed by Manoj Kumar
Pingua, Principal Secretary,
Commerce and Industry
and Pradeep Tandon,
President, on behalf of
Jindal Panther Cement Pvt
Ltd. With this  Cement pro-
duction will become  a pri-
mary addition to the servic-
es of Steel , Power, Minning
,etc.

This decision to set up a
cement plant led by eminent
industrialist Naveen Jindal

will increase the availability
of the leading cement brand
in the market, popularly
known as Jindal Panther. A
target of producing 25 lakh
tonnes of cement and 25
lakh tonnes of clinker per
year has been set. According
to the environmental re-
quirements and the need of
the hour, energy conserva-
tion has also been arranged
in the plant  by running
this plant with 12 MW
waste heat recovery sys-
tem.

The development of the
nation will be accelerated

according to the dreams of
“Clean and Green India”.
Establishment of cement
plant is likely to generate
thousands of employment
opportunities directly and
indirectly. Apart from this,
another wind of develop-
ment will flow in the area.

Pradeep Tandon,
President, Jindal Steel &
Power informed that this
cement plant will play an
important role in building
a self-reliant India, which is
the result of the visionary
thinking of Chairman Shri
Naveen Jindal.

Jindal Panther Cement Pvt Ltd to
set up cement plant in Raigarh 
MoU signed with
Ch’garh govt,
investment of 
Rs 2119 cr

Target to produce
25 lakh tonnes of
cement and 25 lakh
tonnes of clinker
per year 

Raipur, May 26: On the
occasion of Jheeram
Tribute Day, officers and
employees of Raj Bhavan
Secretariat observed two
minutes silence while pay-
ing homage to the public
representatives, senior of-
ficials, security forces per-
sonnel and other  who
were martyred in Naxal
violence. On this occasion,
all the employees and offi-
cials took pledge to firmly
oppose Naxalism and vio-
lence, keeping a firm belief

in non-violence and toler-
ance in the state. They also
took an oath to remain de-
termined to make
Chhattisgarh state an is-
land of peace as before.

On this occasion,
Secretary to Governor
Amrit Khalkho, Legal
Advisor Rajesh
Srivastava, Deputy
Secretary Deepak Kumar
Agrawal, Controller
Harbansh Miri, Dr. Rupal
Purohit and Dr. Shishir
Sahu were present along
with all the officers and
employees of Raj Bhavan
Secretariat.
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Raipur, May 26: Lion
Dr. Arvind Neral has
been honored with Best
Lion of the Multiple Distt
3233 - the highest felicita-
tion. This multiple con-
sists of 05 districts, 580
clubs and approximately
22,000 Lion members and
to be the best among
them is a great achieve-
ment. P.I.D. and
International 3rd Vice
President ( Endorsee )
Lion A. P. Singh along
with Multiple Council
Chairman Lion J.P.
Agrawal handed this
award to Dr. Neral. He is
the first in the state of
Chhattisgarh and Distt

3233C to receive this facil-
itation.

Earlier, in District con-
ference at Katni , Distt
Governor Lion Meeta
Agrawal declared Lion
Dr. Neral as ‘Ambassador
of Lionism’, while reor-
ganizing his excellent

Presidential tenure this
year. In his 33 years of
Lionistic journey, Dr.
Neral has been elected
Secretary and President
two times and each time
he has proved to be the
best. On the basis of his
leadership qualities and

successful conduction of
many innovative, cre-
ative and constructive so-
cial activities, specially
for youth, he has created
his own distinct image
and has been bestowed
“Best Lion of the
District” award for unbe-
lievable record 08 times.

With the felicitation in
the name of ‘Lion Ratna,’
‘Lion Mitra’ and ‘Lion
Shiromani’, he is recog-
nized as an impressive
orator and effective an-
chor.

As a founder chairmen
Lion Dr. Arvind Neral is
running continuously for
last 22 years an old age
home Aashraya – Lions
Vriddhashram at Shyam
Nagar, where 35-40 senior
citizen are residing with
all day to day needs free
of cost. As an honorary
secretary of Aakanksha
– Lions Institute of
Learning and
Empowerment, since last
27 years , he is involved
actively in devoted serv-
ices of Intellectual
Disabled Children and
running of several R.C.I.

recognized academic
courses related to disabil-
ities.

While donating Blood
117 times himself, Dr.
Neral is instrumental in
Blood Donor Motivation
through Camps ,
Lectures , Seminars and
publications in various
news papers and maga-
zines. As a Club
Extension Chairman, Dr.
Neral has created 04 new
Lions Clubs and added
135 members in the
stream of Lionism.
During his zone and re-
gion chairmanship also,
he was adjudged the best.
He has credit of organiz-
ing many meeting, semi-
nar and conferences with
grand success and pub-
lished many Lionistic
magazine and souvenirs.

Recognizing his multi-
faceted activities, he has
received International
President Appreciation
Certificates four times.
Dr. Neral is considered as
a complete and a perfect
Lion, informs President,
Lions Club Raipur, in a
press release.

Dr Neral awarded Best Lion of Multiple District-3233
Highest Honors of
Lions District and
Multiple

In recently conclud-
ed annual Multiple
Convention,
President of Lions
Club

Officers and employees of Raj
Bhavan Secretariat took pledge

against violence, naxalism 

p On Jheeram Tribute Day

Bilaspur, May 26: Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University) will be
the pride of not only
Bilaspur but of the whole of
Chhattisgarh as well as be-
come the crown of the state
in the field of education.
This was stated by the Vice-
Chancellor of the Central
University, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal on the
occasion of laying of stone
for three new buildings in
CU.

On Thursday under the
EWS scheme of the
Ministry of Education,
Government of India, three
buildings worth Rs 60.60 cr
were approved by the
University Grants
Commission, including a
multi-storey lecture com-
plex, girls’ hostel with a ca-
pacity of 250 girls and boys’
hostel with a capacity of
250 inmates. Foundation
stone for it was laid by the
Vice-Chancellor. The tenta-

tive date for completion of
the construction work of
these buildings by CPW has
been fixed as December
2023.

The Chief Guest of the
stone laying programme,
Vice Chancellor Prof.
Chakrawal said that the
university is constantly
touching new dimensions
of development in the field
of infrastructure as well as
academics. It is our respon-
sibility to be a constant con-
tributor to the development
of the University and work
with dedication to keep its
reputation intact. He said
that we should always set
new records by having big
goals and moving ahead.

The Vice-Chancellor said
that you can be successful
in life by conquering your-
self. We cannot change the
world but we can initiate
change through positive
and creative changes in
ourselves. With everyone’s
strength, cooperation, and
efforts, the university is set-

ting international stan-
dards.

On this occasion, CPWD
Chief Engineer of Raipur
Zone, Yudhishthira Naik,
Executive Engineer Civil,
Senior Architect, Director
M/s Asian Construction,
Ajmer, Deans of various
schools, Chief Warden, and
the Finance Officer of the
University expressed their
views.

In the end, the vote of
thanks was presented by
the Registrar of the
University, Prof. Dr.
Shailendra Kumar and the
function was conducted by
Dr. R.K. Choubey, OSD,
Engineering Section. On
this occasion, Prof.
Nilambari Dave, former
Vice-Chancellor and Head
of Department of Home
Science, Saurashtra
University, Rajkot Gujarat,
Deans of various Schools,
Heads of Departments, offi-
cers of CPW and project of-
ficials, teachers and officers
were present.

CU will be the pride of Ch’garh: V-C
And also the crown
of the State in
Education and
Research

Lays stone of three
new buildings in CU

Jagdalpur, May 26: It is
due to efforts and initia-
tives by the MLA and
Parliamentary secretary
(urban admn. & Labour
Deptt) Rekhchand Jain,
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel granted sanctions
worth crore to Jagdalpur
Vidhan Sabha area here on
Thursday in the ‘Bhent-
Mulaquat’ programme.

During visit to Gram
Nangur and Mangalpur
(Teerathgarh) in order to
know about the ground re-
alities of government’s
schemes from the villagers,
CM made a declaration to
make Nangur area from
sub-tehsil to Tehsil and
opening of new thana in
place of check-post and
opening of a co-operative
bank in Nangur. Apart
from this he also made dec-
laration of opening of
Swamy Atmanand
Government English
Medium School and a
College in Nangur as well.
In the same way he made
declaration for ‘Dev
Gudiyas’ in Gram
Mavlipadar, Netnar,
Pandaripani of Jagdalpur
VS area.

In addition to this he
gave the gift of upgrada-
tion of High School in
Gram Netanar,

Panarapara, Bhairamganj,
Badapara, Poraguda,
Dhanpunji, Turenar into
Higher Secondary school.
Apart from this he also
granted sanction of new
building for Maharani
Laxmibai School.

During ‘Bhent-
Mulaquat’ in Gram
Mangalpur (Teerathgarh),
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel as per demand by
MLA Jagdalpur Rekchand
Jain granted sanction of
road from Kankapal to
Ledar and from Jheeram to
Alangnar and from
Jagdalpur city’s NH to
Lalbagh Maidan. He also
made declaration of beau-
tification of city’s historic
‘Butaha’ pond in
Chandrashekhar Azad
ward and laid stone for
construction of nature
trail in Teerathgarh at the

cost of Rs 2.59 cr; Rs 1.10 cr
for construction of eco-cot-
tages in Kotamsar and in-
terpretation centre. To
farmers taking up ‘Papaya’
crop in Mangalpur
Teerathgarh, CM provided
mini-tractor and pick-up
Van. As per demands of
the villagers and MLA
Rekhchand Jain, CM made
declaration for construc-
tion of hostel in SAGEMS
in Darbha block headquar-
ters.

MLA and parliamentary
secretary Rekhchand Jain
expressed gratitude to-
wards CM Bhupesh Baghel
for the above declarations
and sanctions and said that
he provided a wonderful
gift to denizens of
Jagdalpur VS area and has
written a new line for de-
velopment works in the re-
gion.

CM grants sanction of works worth crores



Children registered in Anganwadi 
centers will have blood test: Collector

Central Chronicle News

Mungeli, May 26: District
Collector Dr. Gaurav
Kumar Singh took weekly
time-limit meeting at
District Collectorate here
and received one-to-one in-
formation from the officials
regarding pending cases
and instructed to resolve
the pending cases at the
earliest. In the meeting, he
received information about
the availability of citizen
centric services and in-
structed to work with full
sensitivity in regard to the
general public.

In the meeting, he in-
quired about the number of
beneficiaries, malnour-
ished children and anemic

women under the Chief
Minister's Nutrition
Campaign and directed to
conduct blood test of all the
children enrolled in
Anganwadi centres. He di-
rected to immediately
admit the children with
less than 07 grams of hemo-
globin in the NRC center so
that they can be well nour-
ished. He also received in-
formation regarding the

operation of water ATMs
set up in urban areas to
provide pure drinking
water to the common citi-
zens and instructed to oper-
ate water ATMs regularly.

Similarly, he obtained in-
formation regarding the
arrangement made for the
supply of drinking water in
schools and Anganwadi
centers (running water)
and gave necessary instruc-

tions. The Collector also re-
ceived information regard-
ing the ration card issued
in the district and he direct-
ed to dispose of the pend-
ing ration card cases at the
earliest apart from infor-
mation regarding training
and Kisan Credit Card for
recruitment in the army
and instructed to issue
Kisan Credit Card to the
farmers.

On this occasion,
Additional Collector
Teerthraj Agrawal, District
Panchayat Chief Executive
Officer D.S. Rajput, Joint
Collector, Naveen Bhagat,
all sub-divisional officers of
revenue and district level
officers of various depart-
ments were present.

SECR player wins silver medal 
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Bilaspur, May 26: All
India Railway Protection
Force Body Building
Competition-2022 was held
at Railway Community
Hall, Sambalpur  on 21st &
22nd May-2022. One partic-
ipant from SECR took part
in this competition.
Constable Rishikesh
Bhand posted in RPF Post
Settlement (Raipur
Division) taking part in 90
and 100 kg category
bagged silver medal in this
championship. IG cum
Principal Chief Security
Commissioner RPF SECR
Bilaspur awarded
Constable Rishikesh
Bhand with individual
award for this rare feat. He
also encouraged women
RPF staff to take part in
these competitions and as-
sured to make available all
facilities for their training.
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Girls receive bicycle under
‘Saraswati Cycle Scheme’

Central Chronicle News

Chakarbhata, May 26: In
Swami Atmanand
Excellent English Medium
School, Nagar Panchayat
Chakarbhata, cycles were
distributed in the school
premises to the benefici-

ary girl students of Class 9
under the government-run
Saraswati Cycle Scheme.
A total of 9 girl students
were provided with cycles
under this scheme. The
chief guest of the program
was Shadow MLA
Rajendra Prasad Shukla

apart from Ram Arya
President School
Management Committee,
Pardeshi Dhruvanshi
Nagar Panchayat
President Bodri, Manoj
Verma Aldermen, etc.
were present. The pro-
gram was conducted by

Head Master Garima
Sahni and Principal Mrs
Rina Raha proposed vote
of thanks. Satish Tiwari,
Ved Prakash Sahu, Gargi
Sen, Mubasseer Ahmed,
including students and dis-
tinguished citizens were
present in the program.

In All India RPF Body Building C’ship

MP dedicates
‘Muktanjali’ vehicle

Dongargaon, May 26:
The need for a 'Muktanjali'
vehicle (for carrying dead
bodies to crematorium) in
local Community Health
centre (CHC) was felt for
long and keeping the same
in mind, the LS MP from
the district Santosh
Pandey dedicated a vehi-
cle for dead bodies
(Muktanjali) in the pres-
ence of Dongargaon
Hospital Medical officer
Dr Ragini Chandre.

During this BJP Mandal
President Ramkumar
Gupta, general secy.
Santosh Yadav, Gulshan
Hirwani former V-P Nagar
Panchayat, Yogesh Patel,
Komal Sahu, Bhavesh
Nikki, Radiographer Bhoj
Sahu, Dr Sahu and others
were present.
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Mainpur, May 26: The
biggest irrigation project
of Gariabandh district-
Sikasar reservoir which is
an important water reser-
voir to meet the water re-
quirement of this region

is left with only 38% of its
water holding capacity.

Scorching sun and ex-
treme heart is continuous-
ly drying up the reservoir.
Now the water is 50 ft
away from the main gate
and water scarcity will be
severe in the coming days.
It needs to be mentioned
here, Sikasar reservoir lo-
cated 30 km away from
tehsil headquarter

Mainpur was established
in 1977 by joining the two
adjacent hills. Its length is
1540 m and height is 9.32
m. Hydroelectric Power
Plant has been established
in this reservoir.

The total established ca-
pacity of this reservoir is
2 X 3.5 MW. Many villages
of Gariabandh district re-
ceives water from this
reservoir for irrigation

purpose.
What official says……
"Under present circum-

stances reservoir holds
38.54% which comes to
76.65 cu m water. Water is
supplied from this reser-
voir for irrigation in
76,000 hectare land."

- Uttam Dhruv
SDO Irrigation

Sikasar Reservoir

Sikasar reservoir almost near empty

Water 50 ft away
from gate
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Dongargaon, May 26:
There are many accidents
taking place in the drains
left open by the roadside
in the road construction
work from Jevartala to
Dongargaon and all this
is taking place due to
sheer negligence on part
of the contractor and offi-
cers from the ADB de-
partment and there is
great deal of resentment
among the villagers relat-
ed to the same.

The villagers of Gram
Kabirmaath Nadiya in-
formed that the contruc-
tion of drains is going on
for long and till date it has
not been covered.
Similarly the place where
top-cover has been placed,

it is also not done in cor-
rect manner. Due to this
right from the villagers,
to young children and
even animals are falling
into such open holes of

the drainage.
It was last Monday it-

self, the villagers in-
formed that a cow got in-
jured falling into the open
drain. Since the villager

saw it on time, the cow
was rescued and if at all it
would have got delayed,
the cow might have died
inside the drain itself.
Among the persons who
helped to take out the in-
jured cow from inside the
drain included Kiran
Baghel, Himachal Prasad,
Homan, Manoj, Gagan
V i s h w a k a r m a ,
Karishma, Gajadhar
Sahu, Vasudev Sahu and
others.

On the other hand, the
villagers have demanded
the contractor of the con-
struction agency to get
the opened part of the
drain under construction
covered at the earliest, so
that no untoward inci-
dent takes place in time to
come.

Open drain leading to accidents!
Between Jevartala to Dongargaon

Speed up redressal of
ration, pension and 

revenue cases-Collector 
Central Chronicle News

Korba May 26: District
Collector Ranu Sahu has
instructed to expedite the
resolution of ration; pen-
sion and revenue cases in
the weekly review meeting,
held here in the
Collectorate. The Collector
Sahu took information
about ration card, pension
payment and distribution
of forest rights lease from
the officials in the meeting.

She directed to ensure
payment of pension to the
beneficiaries by reviewing
and checking the pending
pension payments, along
with this, instructions
have been given to benefit
the citizens by making ra-
tion cards for all the eligi-
ble persons and ensuring
the availability of ration.

Collector Mrs. Sahu also
took information from the
officials about the action
plan to develop Krishna
Kunj in urban areas. She

instructed the officials
present in the meeting to
mark the land for develop-
ing Krishna Kunj and
plants of cultural-reli-
gious importance like
peepal, banyan etc. will be
planted in Krishna Kunj.
The Collector also re-
viewed the progress of the
ongoing construction
works in Swami
Atmanand English
Medium Schools in the
district and directed the
Chief Executive Officers

of all Janpad Panchayats
to expeditiously complete
the works of infrastruc-
ture like repair, paint, elec-
trification, construction of
toilets, library, ground lev-
eling etc. in school build-
ings. Present were ADM
Mr. Sunil Nayak, CEO of
Zilla Panchayat Nutan
Kanwar, D.F.O. Katghora
Smt. Premlata Yadav,
Municipal Commissioner
Shri Prabhakar Pandey
and all the departmental
officers.

‘For the last 15 years, me and my mother
only met in the weekly market…’

Central Chronicle News

Dantewada, May 26: "For
the last 21 years, I have
lived as a destitute in con-
stant fear, never knowing
what home means. It was
because of this fear, that
my very own mother did
not let me near my home to
avoid any problems. In the
year 2005, I as just six years
old when my home was
completely destroyed by
Naxals. There was such a
chaos of loot that cows,
goats, clothes, utensils, and
even salt were robbed away
from the house. After the
loot, only the door and four
walls remained in the

house, there was no roof
left over our heads. The
next day we didn't even
have clothes to wear.

A few months later, on 26
February 2006, On the day
of Mahashivratri, my elder
brother Mohan Mandavi,
who was the SPO, was re-
turning from Tular cave
after offering prayers to
Lord Shiva. On his way
back home, Naxalites shot
him down in a crowded
market. Due to the fear of
something similar, I was
sent to Balak Ashram
Barsoor in 2007, then to
Bhairamgarh Potakabin,
then to Mardoom".

Ramnath Mandavi be-
came teary-eyed while nar-
rating his story. He further
informs that his mother
did not allow him to return
to his home so that he
could stay alive. He said,
"Whenever our hearts
longed for each other, we
used to meet in the market
and used to cry a lot in
each other's arms."

But the times have

changed now, and
Ramnath Mandavi will fi-
nally stay in a house. He
and his mother will have a
solid roof over their heads.
In Chief Minister's Bhent
and Mulaqat campaign in
Dantewada, Baghel handed
over the keys to a new
home situated in a residen-
tial complex to Ramnath
Mandavi.

On the instructions of
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, 36 fully equipped
houses have been con-
structed at Karli,

Dantewada for  Naxal vic-
tims, and the families mar-
tyred in Naxal incidents.
Out of which, 30 houses
have been allotted to the
Naxal victim's families.

Seema will stop her
mother from working as a
daily wage labor- Seema
Karma is very happy after
receiving the key to the
government house from
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. Seema tells that
she and her mother were in
a lot of shock after the
murder of her father by

the Naxalites.
"My father was an un-

dercover soldier. On the
night of the incident, the
Naxalites broke into the
house by breaking the door
open and dragged my fa-
ther away. We pleaded a lot
but they did not leave him.

The next day I learned
that the Naxalites had
killed my father by slitting
his throat. After this, the
Naxalites kept pelting
stones in our village house
so that we would leave the
house out of panic. My
Mother worked as a labor-
er and raised all three of us
brothers and sisters.

Till now, I was paying
house rent of Rs 3,000. Now
government accommoda-
tion has been provided by
the state government, it
will be a great relief for my
family". Seema also in-
forms that she has just
joined the post of constable
as a compassionate ap-
pointment after her father.
Now she is determined to
eliminate Naxalites.

p After her son was murdered
by Naxals, the mother was
in dire distress

p CM Baghel handed over the
keys of happiness in the
form of several homes to 30
Naxal victims' families
under rehabilitation drive

FLOOD IN NAGAON

Villagers take shelter in makeshift tents near a railway track due to flood at Chaparmukh in Nagoan district, Thursday.
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Torch vehicles 
i Bhawanipatna:

Maoists have set
ablaze at least four ve-
hicles after storming
the makeshift camp of
a contractor engaged
in road construction
in Odisha’s Kalahandi
district, police said on
Thursday. The Naxals
left handwritten ban-
ners and posters, al-
leging that one of
their cadres, who was
reported to have sur-
rendered earlier this
month, was actually
arrested with the as-
sistance of the con-
tractor. At least 20
armed ultras reached
the spot near Tala
Pipili village in
Bhawanipatna block
late on Wednesday
and torched an exca-
vator, a truck and two
tractor trolleys, a po-
lice officer said.

Arrested 
i Chaibasa: A forest

ranger was arrested
in Jharkhand’s West
Singhbhum district
on Thursday on the
charge of corruption,
officials said. Vijay
Kumar Singh, who
was posted in
Manoharpur, was al-
legedly caught red-
handed while accept-
ing a bribe of Rs
10,000, Deputy
Inspector-General
(DIG) of Anti-
Corruption Bureau
Shailendra Prasad
Sinha said. Following
the arrest, his house
was searched and Rs
99 lakh in cash was
found, the DIG said.

7 detained
i Bengaluru: As many

as seven people, in-
cluding the principal
of a school, a journal-
ist, and four teachers
in Magadi Taluk of
Ramanagara district
of Karnataka, have
been detained on the
charge of leaking
question papers of the
recently concluded
10th standard exami-
nation, police sources
said. They were
picked up from differ-
ent schools, the
sources said. The
exams were conduct-
ed in March and April
and the results an-
nounced recently.
However, it turned out
recently that the ques-
tion papers were
leaked in many
places.

Cocaine seized
i Bhuj: The Directorate

of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) has
seized 56 kg of co-
caine, estimated to be
worth around Rs 500
crore, from a contain-
er near the Mundra
port in Gujarat’s
Kutch district, an offi-
cial said on Thursday.
While DRI officials
did not disclose the
value of the seized
contraband, it could
be close to Rs 500 crore
as one kilogram of co-
caine is known to
fetch around Rs 10
crore in international
markets.

3 criminals arrested 
i Chandigarh: The

Haryana Police on
Thursday said it has
arrested three crimi-
nals involved in three
dozen cases of mur-
der, attempt to mur-
der and loot. A
Haryana Police
spokesperson said the
police also recovered
an illegal country-
made pistol and five
live cartridges from
them. The criminals
were arrested from
Sonipat district, the
official said. During
preliminary interro-
gation, the accused
confessed to their in-
volvement in various
crimes.

Mumbai, May 26:

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Thursday raided multiple lo-
cations in Maharashtra as
part of a money laundering
probe against state transport
minister Anil Parab and oth-
ers linked to alleged irregu-
larities in a land deal in
coastal Dapoli area of
Ratnagiri district and other
charges, officials said.

Locations in Dapoli,
Mumbai and Pune are being

searched after the federal
agency filed a fresh case
under the criminal sections
of the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA).
Parab, 57, is a three-time
Shiv Sena legislator in the
Maharashtra legislative
council and is the state trans-
port minister. The ED action
pertains to the allegations of
purchase of a parcel of land
at Dapoli by Parab in 2017 for
a consideration of Rs 1 crore
but it was registered in 2019.
Some other charges are also

being probed by the agency.
It is alleged that the land was
subsequently sold to a
Mumbai-based cable opera-
tor Sadanand Kadam in 2020
for a consideration of Rs 1.10
crore. In between, a resort
was built on the same land
from 2017 to 2020. An Income
Tax Department investiga-
tion earlier had alleged that
the construction of the re-
sort started in 2017 and over
Rs 6 crore was spent in cash
on construction of the 
resort.

ED raids multiple locations in probe
linked to Maha minister, others

Shimla, May 26 (PTI):

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi may hold
a road show in Shimla on
May 31, Himachal
Pradesh chief minister
Jai Ram Thakur said
here on Thursday.

The road show will be
finalised after getting
clearance from the
Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO), he added.

It is a matter of joy as a
national level function is
being held in Shimla to
mark the eighth anniver-
sary of Narendra Modi-
led BJP government at
the Centre, Thakur said.

Thakur said Modi
would reach on the dais
at Ridge Maidan at 11 am
after arriving in Shimla
at 10.30 am on Tuesday.

Thereafter the prime
minister will interact

with the chief ministers
of various states virtual-
ly and with some benefi-
ciaries of various
schemes, the chief min-
ister said.

Subsequently, Modi
will address the nation
from the historic Ridge

Maidan on completion of
eight years of his gov-
ernment, he added.

To a query, Thakur
said all precautions
would be taken to ensure
safety of the Ridge
Maidan. He said such
gatherings had held ear-

lier too and this public
meeting would be a
grand one.

Modi’s May 31 Shimla
visit ahead of Assembly
elections in Himachal
Pradesh is considered
significant. The hill state
is scheduled to go for
polls in December.

The PM is also sched-
uled to visit
Dharamshala in June
where he will address
chief secretaries of vari-
ous states.

Earlier, Modi came to
Himachal Pradesh about
five months ago on
December 27 to address a
rally at the Paddal
ground in the chief min-
ister’s home district
Mandi to mark the
fourth anniversary of
the Jai Ram Thakur-led
BJP government in the
state.

PM Modi may hold road show in Shimla on May 31

Kolkata, May 26: 

Leading menswear brand
Turtle Limited  (Ltd.) in col-
laboration with the Turtle
Survival Alliance (TSA), re-
leased hundreds of hatch-
lings of the critically endan-
gered Red-crowned roofed
turtle (Batagurkachuga) and
the Three-striped roofed tur-
tle (Batagurdhongoka) in the
lower Chambal river area on
Sunday, to commemorate
World Turtle Day, celebrated
all over the world on May 23.
A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was

also signed on the occasion
between Turtle Ltd and TSA,
an international conserva-
tion organization, to save
fresh water turtles from be-
coming extinct.

The fresh water turtle pop-
ulation in India and across
the globe has been diminish-
ing at an alarming rate,
prompting the Kolkata based
apparel brand to participate
in the Turtle conservation
project at Chambal in
Etawah and take it up as part
of their Corporate Social
Responsibility endeavour. On
behalf of Turtle Ltd.
NarinderKauur – Head
Marketing and on behalf of
TSA, Dr. Shailendra Singh,
the frontrunner of turtle con-
servation in the country,
were present during signing
of the MOU.

Turtle Ltd. has its pres-
ence in more than 150

Exclusive Brand outlets pan
India and presence in Large
Format Stores.

“We are committed to the
cause of sustainability to
people, planet and society
and as a part of this commit-
ment framework Turtle Ltd.
has collaborated with the ex-
pertise of TSA, to engage and
contribute in activities and
projects related to turtle con-
servation and also the preser-

vation of the surrounding
flora & fauna. We as repre-
sentatives of Brand Turtle
Ltd. thus see this as an oppor-
tunity for us to give it back to
the society and environ-
ment,” said Mr. Rupam Deb,
Brand Manager – Turtle Ltd
on the occasion of the release
of the hatchlings of the rare
species. Also present was Dr.
Saurabh Dewan,
Development Researcher,

TSA, who said, “Chambal
conservation project, initiat-
ed in 2006, jointly with the
Uttar Pradesh Forest
Department is one of the
flagship projects that is fo-
cused on two of the most
threatened fresh-water tur-
tles of the country – Red-
crowned roofed turtle and
the Three-striped roofed tur-
tle, protecting around three
hundred nests of the two
species around Chambal
every year.”

Dr. Arunima Singh,
Project Officer, TSA India
added, “These nests are
guarded in 24*7 manned
river-side hatcheries and the
hatchlings are immediately
released at the natal sites
from where the nests are
recorded, in a measure to
minimize depredation of
eggs and long term popula-
tion supplementation.”

Turtle Limited commemorates World Turtle Day 

Telangana, May 26:

Pledging to establish
“Ram Rajya” in Telangana,
BJP chief Bandi Sanjay
challenged AIMIM chief
Asaduddin Owaisi to exca-
vate all mosques of the
state and if shivlingas are
found, then the Muslims
will have to hand the
mosques to the Hindus and
if bodies are found,
Muslims can claim those.

Addressing the Hindu
Ekta Yatra held on the oc-
casion of Hanuman
Jayanti in Karimnagar,
Bandi Sanjay said,
“Wherever mosque prem-
ises are excavated,
Shivalingas are found. I’m
challenging Owaisi that we
will dig all mosques in the
State. If dead bodies are re-
covered, you (Muslims)
claim it. If Shiva
(Shivalinga) is found, hand

it over to us. Will you ac-
cept it?” When BJP will
come to power in
Telangana, minority reser-
vations will be abolished
and the Urdu language will
be banned,” he said.

“If ‘Rama Rajya’ comes,
we will completely ban the
Urdu language. In the
country wherever bomb
blasts take place, it’s be-
cause Madrasas have be-
come the training centers
for terrorists. We should
identify them,” Telangana
BJP chief said.

He vowed that the BJP
would get the state rid of
the evil forces and estab-
lish Ram Rajya.

“If the BJP comes to
power, we shall shut down
all the Madarsas, do away
with the reservations
being given to minorities
and provide additional
quota for SCs, STs, OBCs

and EBCs. We shall also
permanently ban Urdu as
the second official lan-
guage,” he said.

He said he would contin-
ue to be like the son of
Karimnagar and assured
that he would stand by the
people of the district in all
their needs.

“Till my last breath, I
shall fight for uniting the
Hindu society in
Telangana,” he asserted.

He said he had fought
against the communal ele-
ments who had planted
bombs at several places in
Telangana, including at
Karimnagar, Korutla,
Jagitial and Hyderabad
and killed innocent
Hindus. Sanjay also
warned the communal ele-
ments who were trapping
Hindu sisters in the name
of Love Jihad, taking ad-
vantage of their poverty.

Dig all mosques: Telangana BJP tells Owaisi

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

Heart diseases, pneumo-
nia and asthma together
claimed the highest num-
ber of lives — over 42 per
cent — of the total
18,11,688 medically certi-
fied deaths registered in
the country in 2020.

However, the total num-
ber of registered deaths in
the country was 81,15,882.

According to the
‘Report on Medical
Certification of Cause of
Death 2020’, prepared by
India’s Registrar General
and Census
Commissioner, COVID-19,
which hit the country in
that year, claimed nearly
nine per cent of the lives
— 1,60,618 people.

While diseases of circu-

latory system claimed 32.1
per cent lives, respiratory
system related diseases
were responsible for 10
per cent deaths. Those
who died due to diseases
of pulmonary circulation
and other forms of heart
diseases and ischemic
heart diseases were cate-
gorised as deaths due to
‘diseases of circulatory
system’.

Deaths from pneumo-
nia, asthma, and related
diseases were termed as
deaths due to the ‘diseases
of respiratory system’.

The third leading group,
constituting 8.9 per cent of
the total medically certi-
fied deaths, was classified
under the ‘Codes for spe-
cial purposes: COVID-19’.

Certain infectious and

parasitic diseases, which
were the fourth leading
cause of death, were
mainly constituted by sep-
ticemia and tuberculosis.
They claimed 7.1 per cent
lives in 2020 in India.

The fifth leading cause,
endocrine, nutritional and
metabolic diseases were
responsible for 5.8 per cent
of the total medically cer-
tified deaths. Diabetes and
mellitus were the major
causes under this catego-
ry. The sixth leading rea-
son of country’s deaths
was injury, poisoning, and
certain other conse-
quences of external caus-
es (fractures, poisoning by
drugs and biological sub-
stances) and it constituted
5.6 per cent of the total
deaths.

Heart problems, pneumonia, asthma claimed
42% of total deaths in India in 2020; Covid 9%

New Delhi,May 26:

The Congress has said
that it will take the deci-
sion within next 60 days
on whether the 2023 as-
sembly polls in Rajasthan
will be held under Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot.

According to the party
leadership, it does not
want to create a Punjab-
like situation where it had
been postponed till the
last moment.

Will Congress go to the
elections under the lead-
ership of Gehlot or
Sachin or will adopt the
formula of collective lead-
ership, will be finalised
soon.

The situation will be-
come clear after the Rajya
Sabha elections to be held
on June 10.

Overall, the situation of
confusion will end soon

and it will be announced
whether to go to the elec-
tions under the leader-
ship of Ashok Gehlot or to
change the leadership.

The party believes that
it is necessary to take a
clear decision so that
preparations for the elec-
tions are done with full
gusto.

There should be no con-
fusion between the organ-
isation and the workers.

If the election is to be
contested under the lead-

ership of Ashok Gehlot,
then that should also be
clear and if the leadership
is to be changed, then that
too has to be announced
well within time.

Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, after dis-
cussing with the state in-
charge Ajay Maken and
other leaders, has decided
that after the Rajya Sabha
elections, the final deci-
sion will be taken so that
no change is made like
Punjab.

Gehlot or Pilot: Cong to decide after RS polls

Security personnel stand guard during a raid at a property belonging to Shiv Sena leader
Anil Parab by Enforcement Directorate (ED) in a money laundering case, at Bandra in
Mumbai, Thursday.

An officer instructs police personnel in preparation for
Prime Minister Narendra Modis rally, at Ridge in Shimla,
Thursday.

p With release of
hundreds of criti-
cally endangered
Turtle hatchlings
into the Chambal
river

Cong-NCP our real enemies,
not BJP: Sena leader

Mumbai, May 26:

Shiv Sena (youth wing)
leader Vikas Gogawale
on Thursday said that
the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) and the
Congress party are the
real enemies of the Shiv
Sena and not the BJP.

Gogawale said that the
BJP has a low vote share
in the region.

“We’re expanding our
party in Raigad. BJP has
a low vote share in
Mahad Taluka. NCP and
Congress party are our
real enemies here as they
take credit for the works
done by Shiv Sena work-
ers,” said Gogawale.

He further added that
efforts were being made
to mar the alliance.
“Four former Congress
corporators and a Shiv
Sena corporator joined
NCP last month in the
presence of NCP state
president Jayant Patil
here. We’re trying to save
our alliance but they are
working to spoil it,” he
said.

Shiv Sena (youth wing)

leader Vikas Gogawale

PM Modi to inaugurate
India’s biggest 
drone festival

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2266  ((PPTTII))::
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate India’s
biggest drone festival here
on Friday and interact with
kisan drone pilots as well as
witness open-air drone
demonstrations.

‘Bharat Drone Mahotsav
2022’ is a two-day event and
being held on May 27 and 28.

Modi will inaugurate
India’s biggest Drone
Festival ‘Bharat Drone
Mahotsav 2022’ on May 27 at
10 am at Pragati Maidan,
New Delhi, the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) said
in a statement.

The prime minister will
interact with kisan drone
pilots, witness open-air
drone demonstrations and
interact with startups in the
drone exhibition centre, the
statement said. 
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ARMY VEHICLE PATROL

An Israeli army vehicle patrols near Metula along the Israeli side of the border with
southern Lebanon near Sahl al-Khiyam (Khiyam plain).

BRIEF

Money laundering
Paris: The former
president of the
Louvre museum has
received preliminary
charges for alleged
antiquities traffick-
ing during his tenure
as head of the famous
Paris museum. Police
in the French capital
charged Jean-Luc
Martinez on
Wednesday with com-
plicity in organised
fraud and money
laundering, accord-
ing to the Paris prose-
cutors’ office. The
prosecutor’s office
said that two of
Martinez’ former col-
leagues in the
Louvre’s Egyptian
antiquities depart-
ment were also taken
into custody this
week but released
without charges.

11 babies killed 
Dakar: A fire in the
neonatal unit of a
hospital in Senegal
has killed 11 new-
borns, President
Macky Sall said. Only
three infants could be
saved. To their moth-
ers and families, I ex-
press my deepest
sympathy, Sall tweet-
ed late Wednesday.
The fire was blamed
on an electrical short
circuit at the Mame
Abdou Aziz Sy
Dabakh Hospital in
Tivaouane, a town
120 kilometers (75
miles) northeast of
the capital, Dakar,
Mayor Demba Diop
said. The deadly fire
comes a year after
four other newborns
died in a hospital fire
in Linguere in north-
ern Senegal.

Foreign secretary 
Sarajevo: British
Foreign Secretary Liz
Truss is visiting
Sarajevo on
Thursday to reaffirm
the UK’s commit-
ment to peace and
stability in Bosnia
amid growing fears of
malign influence
from Russia in the
ethnically-divided
Balkan country.
During her one-day
trip, Truss will meet
with top Bosnian offi-
cials and announce
plans to deepen secu-
rity and economic
partnership with (the
country) in the face of
secessionists and
Russian attempts to
influence and desta-
bilise it, the UK
Foreign Office said in
a statement. Truss
will also address
Bosnia’s multi-ethnic
armed forces to urge
support for Ukraine
with a message that
Russia’s aggression
cannot be appeased.
It must be met with
strength , it added.

Two killed 
Dubai: An Indian
national and a
Pakistani citizen
were killed in a gas
cylinder explosion at
a restaurant in
UAE’s capital Abu
Dhabi early this
week that also left
120 others injured,
including 106
Indians, according
to a media report.
The incident hap-
pened on Monday af-
ternoon in a restau-
rant in Abu Dhabi in
which a total of 120
people were injured.
The two killed, in-
cluded an Indian and
a Pakistani, the
Khaleej Times re-
ported on
Wednesday. Two peo-
ple an Indian and a
Pakistani expat died
and 120 people, in-
cluding 106 Indians
were injured in the
gas explosion at a
restaurant in UAE’s
capital Abu Dhabi,
the report said.

Davos, May 26 (PTI):

As the world faces a se-
vere food crisis due to
the war in Ukraine,
Union Health Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Thursday said India is a
responsible country that
is committed to all possi-
ble help to the rest of the
globe.

“However, with such a
big population, our own
need for foodgrains is
much higher. However,
we will ramp up our pro-
duction and it is my
humble request that all
other countries should

also do the same and all
responsible countries
should come together to
tackle the food crisis,’’
the minister said at the
World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting here.

“India is a responsible
country and is commit-
ted to provide all help
that may be required.
The Indian philosophy
of the whole world being
one family saw India
helping the rest of the
world with medicines
and vaccines even dur-
ing the lockdowns,” he
said in reply to a ques-
tion on fears of famine,

especially in Africa.
Mandaviya, also the

union minister of chem-
icals and fertilisers, was
speaking at a session on
‘Redefining Food

Systems with Emerging
Technologies’.

He elaborated on the
role of technology and
innovations in building
resilience in global food
systems and also high-
lighted various efforts of
the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment in modernising
the agriculture sector.

“India is a big country
with huge diversity and
almost half the popula-
tion depends on farm-
ing. We are taking a
number of initiatives so
that farmers get fertilis-
ers at cheaper rates and

also they get the infor-
mation digitally on soil
health etc.

“We are trying to en-
sure that the costs re-
main low for farmers
and their productivity
improves. We are provid-
ing all kinds of financial
and technical support to
farmers.

Despite the size of
farms going down, the
production is going up
in India,” he noted. The
government is helping
farmers adopt new tech-
nologies to enhance the
production, the minister
added.

India will ramp up foodgrain production, 
committed to help in global food crisis: Mandaviya

Washington, May 26:
Former Chief Executive
Officer Jack Dorsey has
stepped down from the
Twitter board of directors.
The announcement came
on Wednesday — the same
day that Twitter held its

annual shareholder meet-
ing, TechCrunch reported.

Dorsey’s exit from the
Twitter board marks his
full exit from the mi-
croblogging site.

The plan for Dorsey to
leave the board has been in
place since he stepped
down as CEO in November
201 and handed over the
role to India’s Parag
Agrawal. At that time, the
company noted that
Dorsey would stay on the
board “until his term ex-
pires at the 2022 meeting of
stockholders.”

News of Dorsey’s leav-
ing the Twitter board
comes at a time when
Tesla CEO Elon Musk is
planning to front USD 33.5
billion in his bid to take
over Twitter.

Former CEO Jack Dorsey
exits Twitter board

Islamabad, May 26 (PTI):

Ousted prime minister
of Pakistan Imran Khan
on Thursday gave a six-
day deadline to the
Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment for dissolving
provincial assemblies and
announcing fresh general
elections, warning that if
the “imported govern-
ment” failed to do so, he
would return to the capital
with the “entire nation”.

Addressing a rally of
thousands of protesters of
the Azadi March’ at
Jinnah Avenue here on
Thursday morning, Khan
lashed out at the govern-
ment for using tactics like
raids and arrests to stop
his party’s march, even as
he thanked the Supreme
Court (SC) for taking no-
tice of the matter.

“Government has tried
every method to crush our
Azadi March, they used
teargas on peaceful
protest, our homes were
raided and privacy of the

homes were violated, how-
ever, I have seen the nation
free itself of fear of slav-
ery, he said.

“My message for the im-
ported government is to

dissolve assemblies and
announce elections, other-
wise, I will come back
again to Islamabad after
six days, he was quoted as
saying by the Geo News.

Noting that there was a
“huge responsibility” on
the Supreme Court judges,
Khan asked where in a
democracy peaceful
protests were not allowed
and demonstrators had to
face tear-gas shelling, po-
lice raids and arrests.

“I had decided that I will
sit here until the govern-
ment dissolves assemblies
and announces elections,
but of what I have seen in
the past 24 hours, they
(govt) are taking the na-
tion towards anarchy,” he
said, claiming that the gov-
ernment was also trying to
create a divide between
the nation and police.

Imran Khan gives 6-day ultimatum to
Pakistan govt to announce fresh polls

Ousted Pakistan’s prime minister Imran Khan (C) leads a
rally in Islamabad early on Thursday. Pakistan called in the
army after Khan led a rally to the capital Islamabad with
thousands of supporters — in a showdown with his politi-
cal rivals that saw clashes break out between protesters
and police.

Tokyo, May 26 (AP):

Japanese and US forces
have conducted a joint
fighter jet flight over the
Sea of Japan, Japan’s
Defense Ministry said
Thursday, in an apparent
response to a Russia-
China joint bomber flight
while US President Joe
Biden was in Tokyo.

The Japan-U.S. joint
flight on Wednesday was
meant to confirm com-
bined capabilities of the
Japanese SDF and the U.S.
forces and to further
strengthen the Japan-U.S.
alliance,” the Joint Staff of
the Japanese Self-Defense
Force said in a statement.
In order to respond to any
emergency, we are taking

utmost readiness.
The flight was also held

hours after North Korea
fired three missiles, in-
cluding an intercontinen-
tal ballistic missile, to-
ward the sea between the
Korean Peninsula and
Japan, amid concerns
about another nuclear test
by Pyongyang. The mis-
siles fell into the waters
outside of Japan’s exclu-
sive economic zone.

Chinese and Russian
strategic bombers con-
ducted joint flights near
Japan on Tuesday, Japan’s
Defense Ministry said,
while Biden was meeting
with Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida
and their counterparts
from India and Australia

for the Quad, an Indo-
Pacific security and eco-
nomic coalition meant as a
counterweight to China’s
growing influence in the
region.

Chinese H-6 bombers
joined Russian TU-95s
over the Sea of Japan and
flew to areas over the East
China Sea, but did not vio-
late Japanese airspace,
said Japanese Defense
Minister Nobuo Kishi.
Separately, a Russian IL-20
reconnaissance plane was
spotted flying off the
northern Japanese coast.

The Chinese-Russian
joint flight represented an
increased level of provoca-
tion and a threat to the
Quad, Kishi said later
Tuesday.

Japan, US fly fighters after China
drill, N. Korean missiles

Wellington, May 26 (AP):

China wants 10 small
Pacific nations to endorse a
sweeping agreement cover-
ing everything from securi-
ty to fisheries in what one
leader warns is a game-
changing bid by Beijing to
wrest control of the region.

A draft of the agreement
obtained by The Associated
Press shows that China
wants to train Pacific police
officers, team up on tradi-
tional and non-traditional
security” and expand law
enforcement cooperation.

China also wants to joint-
ly develop a marine plan for
fisheries which would in-
clude the Pacific’s lucrative
tuna catch increase cooper-

ation on running the re-
gion’s internet networks,
and set up cultural
Confucius Institutes and
classrooms. China also
mentions the possibility of
setting up a free trade area
with the Pacific nations.
China’s move comes as
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
and a 20-strong delegation
begin a visit to the region
this week.

In Washington, U.S. State
Department spokesman
Ned Price expressed con-
cern Wednesday about
China’s intentions, saying
Beijing might use the pro-
posed accords to take ad-
vantage of the islands and
destabilize the region.

We are concerned that

these reported agreements
may be negotiated in a
rushed, nontransparent
process, Price told re-
porters. He warned that
China “has a pattern of of-
fering shadowy, vague deals
with little transparency or
regional consultation in
areas related to fishing, re-
lated to resource manage-
ment, development, devel-
opment assistance and
more recently even security
practices. Price added that
agreements that include
sending Chinese security
officials to the nations
“could only seek to fuel re-
gional international ten-
sions and increase con-
cerns over Beijing’s expan-
sion of its internal security

apparatus to the Pacific.
Wang is visiting seven of
the countries he hopes will
endorse the Common
Development Vision the
Solomon Islands, Kiribati,
Samoa, Fiji, Tonga,
Vanuatu and Papua New
Guinea. Wang is also hold-
ing virtual meetings with
the other three potential
signatories the Cook
Islands, Niue and the
Federated States of
Micronesia. He is hoping
the countries will endorse
the pre-written agreement
as part of a joint commu-
nique after a scheduled
May 30 meeting in Fiji he is
holding with the foreign
ministers from each of the
10 countries.

China wants 10 Pacific nations to
endorse sweeping agreement

Islamabad, May 26 (AP):

A series of explosions
shook Afghanistan on
Wednesday, the Taliban
said, including a blast inside
a mosque in the capital of
Kabul that killed at least five
worshippers and three
bombings of minivans in
the country’s north that
killed nine passengers.

The Islamic State group’s
local affiliate claimed re-
sponsibility for the minivan
bombings. The Kabul
Emergency Hospital said it
received 22 victims of the
mosque bombing, includ-
ing five dead. There were
no further details on the
blast that struck the Hazrat
Zakaria Mosque in the
city’s central Police
District 4, according to
Khalid Zadran, a Taliban
police spokesman in Kabul.

The blast took place
while people were inside
the mosque for the evening
prayers, Zadran said,
adding that they were wait-
ing for an update.

The minivans were tar-
geted in the northern city

of Mazar-e-Sharif after ex-
plosive devices were placed
inside the vehicles, accord-
ing to Mohammad Asif
Waziri, a Taliban-appointed
spokesman in Balkh
province. He said the explo-
sions killed nine and
wounded 15. All the victims
in Mazar-e-Sharif were from
the country’s minority
Shiite Muslims, according
to a police official who
spoke on condition of
anonymity as he was not
authorized to give details to

the media. The IS claim of
responsibility was posted
on the Sunni militant
group’s Aamaq news
agency. The statement said
IS targeted three buses with
improvised explosive de-
vices. There was no claim
of responsibility for the
Kabul mosque explosion
but it also bore the hall-
marks of the regional affil-
iate of the Islamic State
group, known as Islamic
State in Khorasan
Province, or IS-K.

Blast in Kabul mosque, IS bombs
in north Afghanistan kill 14

U p to 30 per cent of people
with depression don't re-

spond to treatment with anti-
depressants. This may be
down to differences in biology
between patients and the fact
that it often takes a long time
to respond to the drugs with
some people giving up after a
while. So there is an urgent
need to expand the repertoire
of drugs available to people
with depression. In recent
years, attention has turned to
psychedelics such as psilocy-
bin, the active compound in
magic mushrooms . Despite a
number of clinical trials show-
ing that psilocybin can rapidly
treat depression, including for
cancer-related anxiety and de-
pression, little is known about
how psilocybin actually works
to relieve depression in the
brain.

Now two recent studies, pub-
lished in The New England
Journal of Medicine and
Nature Medicine, have shed
some light on this mysterious
process. Psilocybin is a hallu-
cinogen that changes the
brain's response to a chemical
called serotonin. When broken
down by the liver (into psilocin
), it causes an altered state of
consciousness and perception
in users.

Previous studies, using func-
tional MRI (fMRI) brain scan-
ning, have shown that psilocy-
bin seems to reduce activity in
the medial prefrontal cortex,

an area of the brain that helps
regulate a number of cognitive
functions, including attention,
inhibitory control, habits and
memory. The compound also
decreases connections be-
tween this area and the poste-
rior cingulate cortex, an area
that may play a role in regulat-
ing memory and emotions. An
active connection between
these two brain areas is nor-
mally a feature of the brain's
default mode network . This
network is active when we rest
and focus internally, perhaps
reminiscing about the past, en-
visioning the future or think-
ing about ourselves or others.

By reducing the activity of
the network, psilocybin may
well be removing the con-
straints of the internal self
with users reporting an
opened mind with increased
perception of the world
around them. Interestingly, ru-
mination, a state of being
stuck in negative thoughts,
particularly about oneself, is a
hallmark of depression. And
we know that patients with
higher levels of negative rumi-
nation tend to show increased
activity of the default mode
network compared with other
networks at rest literally be-
coming less responsive to the
world around them. It remains
to be seen, however, if the
symptoms of depression cause
this altered activity, or if those
with a more active default
mode network are more prone
to depression.

New results
The most compelling evi-

dence of how psilocybin works
comes from a double-blind ran-
domised controlled trial (the
gold-standard of clinical stud-
ies) that compared a group of
depressed people taking psilo-
cybin with those taking the ex-
isting antidepressant drug esci-
talopram something that's
never been done before. The

trial was further analysed
using fMRI brain scans, and the
results were compared with
other fMRI findings from an-
other recent clinical trial.

Just one day after the first
dose of psilocybin, fMRI meas-
ures revealed an overall in-
crease in connectivity between
the brain's various networks,
which are typically reduced in
those with severe depression.
The default mode network was
simultaneously reduced, while
connectivity between it and
other networks was increased
backing up previous, smaller
studies. The dose increased
connectivity more in some peo-
ple than others. But the studies
showed that the people who had
the biggest boost in connection
between networks also had the
greatest improvement in their
symptoms six months later.

The brains of people taking
escitalopram, on the other
hand, showed no change in con-
nectivity between the default
mode and other brain networks
six weeks after treatment start-
ed. It is possible that escitalo-
pram may bring about changes
at a later time point. But the
rapid onset of psilocybin's anti-
depressant effect means it may
be ideal for people who don't re-
spond to existing antidepres-
sants.

The study proposes that the
observed effect may be due to
psilocybin having more con-
centrated action on receptors
in the brain called serotonergic
5-HT2A receptors than escitalo-
pram. These receptors are acti-
vated by serotonin and are ac-
tive throughout network brain
areas, including the default
mode network. We already
know that the level of binding
by psilocybin to these receptors
leads to psychedelic effects.
Exactly how their activation
leads to changes in network
connectivity is still to be ex-
plored though.

The end of traditional 
antidepressants?

This does raise the question
of whether altered activity of
the brain's networks is re-
quired for treating depression.
Many people taking traditional
antidepressants still report an
improvement in their symp-
toms without it. In fact, the
study showed that, six weeks
after commencing treatment,
both groups reported improve-
ment in their symptoms.
According to some depression
rating scales, however, psilocy-
bin had the greatest effect on
overall mental wellbeing. And a
greater proportion of patients
treated with psilocybin showed
a clinical response compared
with those treated with esci-
talopram (70% versus 48%).

More patients in the psilocy-
bin group were also still in re-
mission at six weeks (57% ver-
sus 28%). The fact that some pa-
tients still do not respond to
psilocybin, or relapse after
treatment, shows just how diffi-
cult it can be to treat depres-
sion. What's more, mental
health professionals supported
both treatment groups during
and after the trial. The success
of psilocybin is heavily depend-
ent on the environment in
which it is taken. This means it
is a bad idea to use it for self-
medicating. Also, patients were
carefully selected for psilocy-
bin-assisted therapy based on
their history to avoid the risk of
psychosis and other adverse ef-
fects. Regardless of the caveats,
these studies are incredibly
promising and move us closer
to expanding the available
treatment options for patients
with depression. What's more,
internalised negative thought
processes are not specific to de-
pression. In due course, other
disorders, such as addiction or
anxiety, may also benefit from
psilocybin-assisted therapy.
(The Conversation)
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Gun culture in the US 
Salvador Ramos, an 18-year-old

gunman, opened fire at the Texas
Robb Elementary School, killing at
least 19 children, two adults (in-
cluding one teacher) as he went
from classroom to classroom. It
was the deadliest school shooting
since the 2012 massacre in
Newtown, Connecticut. Hence no
one is surprised that although
America has declared a decisive
fight against terrorism and calls it-
self as big brother of humanity and
may declare itself as the champion
of democracy in the world, but it
has never been able to do anything
to stop the gun culture.  "As a na-
tion we have to ask, when in God's
name are we going to stand up to
the gun lobby? When in God's
name are we going to do what has
to be done?" Biden asked. "Why
are willing to live with this car-
nage?" Though his thinking is ap-
preciable and timely, he forgets
that in the last 230 years, America
has not been able to eliminate gun
culture because the former
President himself was influenced
by it. This gun culture was the
biggest reason behind the assassi-
nation of four former US
Presidents, beginning with
Abraham Lincoln (1865) and ending
with John F Kennedy (1963). Also
Read - World champion boxer
Nikhat Zareen – Star of the BOI
family Additionally, two Presidents
have been injured in attempted as-
sassinations: former president
Theodore Roosevelt (1912) who
loved to be photographed with a
gun, and Ronald Reagan (1981).  As
per media reports, the US has 120
guns for every 100 people. This is
not the sign of a democratic coun-
try and hence to avoid it, this is the
right time to see whether President
Biden will deliver a more policy-ori-
ented speech in the coming days,
calling on Congress to take specific
action to control the powerful gun
lobby. 

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,
FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

Education must 
not be degraded 

Just a day before yesterday the
Punjab Chief Minister had sent a
Cabinet Minister to jail because of
various complaints against him.
One must have full determination
and strong willpower to do so and
such an act is not expected from
the West Bengal Government. The
Calcutta High Court recently or-
dered Ankita Adhikary, the daugh-
ter of West Bengal's Minister of
State for Education Paresh
Adhikary, to return the salary which
she received as a school teacher
since 2018 and also barred her from
entering the school premises where
she was working. This case was
brought to the notice of the court
by the petitioner by bravely facing
the situation, but how many per-
sons can face such a terrible situa-
tion? That is the reason that Indian
students are going abroad for high-
er education. Recently, the country
had faced a crucial situation due
the Ukraine war where 20,000
Indian students were studying
medical courses. If such type of
malpractices continues, then what
will be use of introduction of the
New Education Policy? No Indian
university is among the top one
hundred universities of the world It
is expected from the authorities
concerned to improve the world
ranking of Indian universities.
Finally, the West Bengal
Government should ensure that
such type of activities do not recur
in the State as they tarnish the
image of the State. 

Yash Pal Ralhan, Jalandhar

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAccttoorr  KKaarrtthhii

@@KKaarrtthhii__OOffffll

Dear brothers and sisters,

I’m always humbled and

forever indebted for all

the love you shower on

me. Thank you for keep-

ing me in your thoughts

and prayers!

TT  SS  SSiinngghhddeeoo@@TTSS__SSiinngghhDDeeoo

According to a report, more than a crore
women have lost jobs in India & 25 lakh
women have lost jobs between Jan-April
2022 alone.A few years ago, Mohan
Bhagwat infamously said, "Women should
be just housewives". Clearly, his Govt's
failed policies are turning it into reality.

SS  GGuurruummuurrtthhyy@@ssgguurruummuurrtthhyy

Some one asked me why TN
Visual media is silent on BJP
worker and that too a Dalit being
slaughtered and killed. I had no
answer. Only a  question. Do they
think if a BJP worker can be
killed, it is no big deal?

JJaaiirraamm  RRaammeesshh
@@JJaaiirraamm__RRaammeesshh

In mid-April, the Prime
Minister characteristically
boasted to President Biden
that India could feed the
world. Now, India is staring
at vastly depleting wheat
stocks to feed itself. Curbs
have also been imposed on
sugar exports. But no
doubt, boasts will continue

unhampered.

AAMMRRUUTTAA  FFAADDNNAAVVIISS@@ffaaddnnaavviiss__aammrruuttaa

Walked #CannesRedCarpet at #CannesFilmFestival2022  to raise awareness about food,health & sus-
tainability along with-1st Lady of Cote D’ivoire Mrs Dominique Ouattara, Princess Ghida Talal,actor
@sharonstone, Kiera Chaplin,organised by #BetterWorldFund.

AAnnsshhuull  SSaaxxeennaa@@AAsskkAAnnsshhuull
IIT Delhi study said: Biomass burn-
ing emissions rather than fireworks
drive the poor air quality in Delhi
during the days following Diwali.
Last year, IIT Kanpur study said:
Firecrackers are not even in list of
top 15 contributors to air pollution
but SC refused to accept study.

T he Centre's decision to cut excise duty on petrol and diesel by
Rs 8 and Rs 6 a litre respectively is welcome, though late. In

face, it's a belated acknowledgement that April’s multi-year highs in
inflation were spurred in significant measure by high fuel prices.
Coming more than six months after its last duty reduction — on
Deepavali eve — the latest cut is a welcome step to ease the burgeon-
ing cost burden on producers and consumers. This is the second time
in the recent past that the Centre has cut fuel taxes. In November last
year, the Centre had lowered the excise duty on petrol by Rs 5 and by
Rs 10 on diesel. Back then, 21 states and some Union Territories had
followed suit, cutting the VAT. If state governments follow suit this
time also, the relief could be higher. Prior to this cut, taxes imposed
by the Centre and states accounted for almost 43 per cent of the re-
tail selling price of petrol. But with the latest cut, the government has
brought the excise duty back to pre-pandemic levels. As per the fi-
nance minister, the reduction in excise duty will lower the govern-
ment’s revenue by around Rs 1 lakh crore. However, it is possible that
this loss in revenue is offset in part by higher collections through
other sources. As per some analysts, the government’s tax revenues
will exceed budget estimates by around Rs 1.3 lakh crore, even after
this cut. Alongside, the government also reduced the customs duty on
raw materials and intermediaries for plastic products and iron and
steel. Undoubtedly, these decisions are driven by the desire to cool
the surge in inflation — recent data showed that retail inflation had
risen to an eight-year high of 7.9 per cent in April, while wholesale in-
flation has been in double digits for 13 consecutive months. But, im-
plicit in these decisions is also the acknowledgement that both fiscal
and monetary policies are needed at this juncture to curb inflation. As
per some analysts the cut in fuel taxes could help reduce inflation di-
rectly by around 20 basis points in June when its full impact will be
visible. The second-round effects are likely to be equally strong. With
the price of the Indian basket of crude oil having risen by more than
33% since November, and with a bulk of the surge coming in the
wake of the Ukraine war in February, state-run oil marketing compa-
nies had raised retail fuel prices sharply over a 16-day period starting
March 22. Largely as a result of the higher fuel prices and quickening
food costs, inflation based on the Consumer Price Index accelerated
to a 95-month high of 7.8% last month, while wholesale price gains
soared to a multi-decade high of 15.1%. S&P Global’s April PMI sur-
veys showed that both services and manufacturing companies had in
fact flagged the surging input costs as a potential dampener of de-
mand. A desperate RBI decided to stop waiting for Government inter-
vention to cool the supply-side factors fanning inflation and opted in-
stead to raise interest rates earlier this month. As per projections by
analysts, inflation is likely to remain above the RBI’s inflation target-
ing framework. To tackle this surge in inflation, analysts believe that
RBI's monetary policy committee (MPC) might raise rates aggres-
sively over the course of the next few meetings scheduled a few
weeks from now.

Fuel tax cuts to help 
ease price pressure

I n a Batch of petitions challenging the law of sedition, contained
in section 124A of the Indian Penal Code, the Supreme Court on

Wednesday issued a slew of interim directions. Things came to a
head because the Central Government, instead of defending the con-
stitutionality of the provision, proposed to reconsider the law pur-
portedly because the Prime Minister wanted it to be reviewed in the
spirit of “Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.” Just to provide more context, the
court had first heard the petitions in July 2021 where the principal line
of challenge was that the earlier judgment of the Supreme Court in
Kedar Nath vs State of Bihar (1962) which has upheld validity of sec-
tion 124A IPC was not good law anymore. The Central Government
was asked to file its response to the petitions. If it failed to do so by
that time, the matters were taken up in April 2022.  The court ulti-
mately granted it time till May 5, but government sought additional
time again. Notably on this date, the attorney general of India dif-
fered on the stand of the central government (which was being repre-
sented by the Solicitor General) and stated that while the law was
constitutional, it would be necessary to lay down guidelines to pre-
vent misuse of law. The Central government, on the other hand, orally
argued the law was fine as it is.      The court granted central govern-
ment time till May 10 to file its response, failing which it intended to
decide the question of whether there was a requirement to refer the
challenge to a seven-member bench. Instead the Central Government
filed an affidavit stating that it will reconsider the law and requested
that the challenge proceedings be kept in abeyance. It appears that
the court’s oral observations in the matter, where it disapproved of
the misuse of the law, had a bearing on the government’s decision.
The petition took objective to this approach mainly because such a
proposal didn’t factor in pending cases and continued misuse of pro-
vision while the law would be under the government’s consideration.
The Central government sought a day’s time to take instructions on
interim measure to ally the petitioner’s fears. On Wednesday it pro-
posed to establish a mechanism where sedition cases would be filed
only after an officer of SP rank justified in writing and such a justifi-
cation would be open to judicial review. The petitioners, on the other
hand, insisted on suspension of law in totality. In fact, Senior
Advocate Gopal Sankaranarayanan submitted proposed consequen-
tial directions of an absolute suspension of the law which inter alia
included explicit stay of pending proceedings and bar on registration
of new cases. After some deliberations, the court refused to confine
itself to the suggestions proposed by government and passed  direc-
tions hoping and expecting the state and central governments to re-
strain themselves from registering new FIRs, continuing pending in-
vestigation or arresting people under section 124A IPC. It it clear the
order does not have an effect of absolute stay as it states that if a
fresh case is registered the accused would have the liberty to ap-
proach appropriate courts and seek relief on the basis of its order.
However, it left to the discretion of subordinate court by recording
that such courts are “requested” to examine such cases after taking
into account its order and the stand taken by the central govern-
ment. By issuing such “request” instead of absolute directions, the
order may have left room open to the state and central governments
to continuing filing as the only consequence of not complying with
the request would be that the accused would be again left to the
mercy of the court to seek bail or stay of arrest. The order should
have been more assertive and explicit in this regard and should have
provided penal consequences for its non-compliance. The only ab-
solute direction passed was staying all pending trials under section
124A IPC where a charge sheet has been filed. However, the lan-
guage used by courts is trail appeals and proceedings which would
then be put in abeyance even such appeals where convictions are
under challenge. 

SC order on Sedition Law
a significant forward

movement
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Protestors take part in a demonstration amid tear gas smoke fired by Indian security forces to disperse them in Srinagar over
the sentencing hearing of pro-independence party Jammu Kashmir Liberation Front chairman Yasin Malik.

Psychedelics: How they act on the brain to relieve depression

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii@@nnaarreennddrraammooddii

During yesterday’s PRAGATI
meeting, 8 key projects worth
almost Rs. 60,000 crore were
reviewed. Also reviewed aspects
relating to the National
Broadband Mission and PM
GatiShakti National Master Plan. 

DEMONSTRATION

CLARE TWEEDY
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Powerful Europe

Davos: Calling it a
new dawn for Europe,
European Central
Bank President
Christine Lagarde on
Wednesday said the
Ukraine war has
shown how powerful
the block can be col-
lectively. Speaking at a
special session during
the World Economic
Forum Annual
Meeting 2022 here,
several European
leaders said the
European Union sur-
prised the world, and
even itself, with the
speed, scale and unity
of its response to
Russia's invasion of
Ukraine. This "new"
Europe is ready to
project both soft and
hard power on the
global stage, they told
the participants of the
summit attended by
the rich and powerful
of the world.

FTA negotiations
New Delhi: European
Union Executive Vice-
President and Trade
Commissioner Valdis
Dombrovskis has said
the EU will formally
launch negotiations
for the proposed free
trade agreement with
India "very soon". He
has held a meeting
with Commerce and
Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal on the
sidelines of the WEF
meet in Geneva.
"Excellent meeting
with Minister Goyal
@PiyushGoyal from
India. Will formally
launch Free Trade
Agreement negotia-
tions very soon, ac-
cording to a tweet by
Dombrovskis. India's
Commerce Secretary
BVR Subrahmanyam
in April had said that
India and the 27-na-
tion European Union
(EU) will restart nego-
tiations for their long-
pending free trade
agreement in June.

Covid vaccination

Davos: Health
Minister Mansukh
Mandaviya  said India
is committed to Africa
in taking the journey
from vaccine avail-
ability to vaccination.
Addressing a session
on 'Closing the vac-
cines gap' here at the
World Economic
Forum Annual
Meeting 2022, he also
extended support to
Africa in augmenting
the research and de-
velopment capability
of African countries
on medical counter-
measures. Mandaviya
also highlighted how
India in line with
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's PM
vision of 'One Earth,
One Health' saved the
lives of millions of
people across the
world by supplying
vaccines to over 100
countries and provid-
ing drugs to 150 coun-
tries during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Davos, May 26: 

WTO Director-General
Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala  said
trade will be a key part of
the solution to multiple
challenges that the world
is facing today, including
the war in Ukraine, cli-
mate crisis, COVID-19 pan-
demic and the food crisis.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here on trade out-
comes from Davos, she
said the multiple crises
that the world is facing
today is very unusual.
"One thing that is common
to all these crises is that no
single country can solve
any one of them," she
added. The World Trade
Organization (WTO) chief
said boosting trade would
be key to helping the re-
covery, as there are so
many downside risks at

the moment. Trade has al-
ways been part of the solu-
tion and this is true for the
challenges the world is fac-
ing today, she noted. "The
food crisis that we are in
now, there also trade
would be a key resolving
measure. We at WTO want
the countries to ensure

that there is no significant
spike in prices. We are
very worried about the sit-
uation, including on how
to move the grain stuck in
Ukraine,'' she said.

She also said a high pro-
file group of UN and asso-
ciated agencies is looking
into issues like safe corri-
dor. She further said there
was a good prospect of lift-
ing export controls to han-
dle the food crisis in a way
that is transparent and
temporary. There may be
some countries that have
surplus foodgrain and
hoarding may not be a
good idea in such a situa-
tion, she added. The WTO
chief also said the food cri-
sis may last a bit longer if
there is no safe corridor
and in that case, she would
urge the developing coun-
tries to look at increasing

their production. At the
conference, World
Economic Forum (WEF)
President Borge Brende
said the world is facing a
slow recovery. He also said
there was a need to incen-
tivise trade and help
strengthen the recovery.
Some countries face a real
risk of slipping into reces-
sion due to slower growth
and very high inflation, he
said, while stressing on
the need to boost trade and
investments to help the
global economic recovery.
Brende said the food crisis
being faced by the world is
the worst in a long time
and therefore countries
should look at lifting ex-
port bans and not impose
hasty restrictions, while
they should also consider
ways to increase their pro-
duction capacities.

Trade key part of solution to
food crisis, other challenges

before world: WTO chief

Gurugram, May 26:  

German luxury carmak-
er BMW on Thursday
launched its all-electric
sedan i4 in India at an in-
troductory price of Rs 69.9
lakh, as it accelerates elec-
tric mobility drive in the
country. The company,
which had in November
last year announced plans
to launch three electric ve-
hicles in six months in
India as part of its electric
mobility journey, has al-
ready launched its tech-
nology flagship all-electric
SUV iX and all-electric
MINI luxury hatchback.
The i4 is imported as a
completely built unit. It
has the fifth-generation
BMW eDrive technology
with an integrated drive
unit powered by an elec-
tric motor, single-speed
transmission and power
electronics.

The i4 can accelerate
from 0 to 100 km/hr in 5.7
seconds with an output of
340 hp, the company said. It
has a lithium-ion battery
with a capacity of 80.7 kilo-

watt-hours. "We (BMW
globally) have been pio-
neering electric mobility
for the past 10 years, and
will continue to be at the
forefront of positive think-
ing and future too because
we believe in the endless
possibilities of shaping the
future," BMW Group India
President and CEO Vikram
Pawah said here at the
launch.

He further said, "We at
BMW Group are leading the
charge in electromobility in

India...And today, I'm really
excited that I'm introducing
to you the first-ever electric
midsize sedan in the coun-
try". This is the third prod-
uct of BMW in the electric
segment in India, Pawah
said, adding "this car has a
range of 590 kilometres
more than any other elec-
tric vehicle in India". The
BMW i4 can be booked on-
line at shop.bmw.in and de-
liveries will start by the be-
ginning of July 2022, the
company said.

BMW launches all-electric
sedan i4 priced at Rs 69.9 lakh

Mr. Vikram Pawah, President, BMW Group India with the 
first-ever BMW i4 on Thursday.

New Delhi, May 26: 

Automaker Kia India on
Thursday said it has com-
menced bookings for EV6,
its first electric model in
the country. Built on a dedi-
cated EV platform -- the
electric-global modular
platform (E-GMP), the EV6
marks the beginning of
Kia's EV journey in the
country. Only 100 units of
EV6, which comes as a
Completely Built Unit
(CBU), would be available
for sales in India this year.
The imported model is
scheduled to be launched
in the country next week.

The EV6 can be booked
with a token amount of Rs
3 lakh exclusively through
15 select dealerships across
12 cities. Customers can
also book through the Kia
India website, it said in a

statement. "The Indian au-
tomotive industry is trans-
forming, and Kia is at the
forefront of this transfor-
mation. Time and again,
we have proven it through
our world-class products
and services that cater to
not just to the unmet but
also the unfelt needs of
Indians. The introduction
of EV6 in the country reit-
erates the same," Kia India
Managing Director and
CEO Tae-Jin Park said. On
a single full charge, the car

can travel up to 528 kilome-
tres and can sprint from 0-
100 km/h in just 5.2 sec-
onds, according to the
statement. The vehicle can
be charged from 10 per cent
to 80 per cent in as little as
18 minutes using a 350KWh
charger. It comes with all
wheel drive (AWD) system
(in select trims), panoram-
ic sunroof, multiple drive
modes, forward collision
avoidance assist, lane keep
assist and over 60 connect-
ed features.

Kia India opens bookings
for electric model EV6

New Delhi, May 26: 

The Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) on Wednesday in-
creased the third-party (TP)
motor insurance premium
for various categories of ve-
hicles with effect from June
1, a decision which is likely
to jack up the insurance cost
of cars and two-wheelers.

According to the revised
rates notified by the
MoRTH, private cars with
an engine capacity of 1,000
cc will attract rates of Rs
2,094 compared to Rs 2,072 in
2019-20. Similarly, private
cars with an engine capacity
between 1,000 cc and 1,500 cc
will attract rates of Rs 3,416
compared to Rs 3,221, while
owners of cars above 1,500
cc will see a drop in premi-
um from Rs 7,897 to Rs 7,890.
Two-wheelers over 150 cc
but not exceeding 350 cc will

attract a premium of Rs
1,366 and for two-wheelers
over 350 cc the revised pre-
mium will be Rs 2,804. After
a two-year moratorium due
to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the revised TP insurance
premium will come into ef-
fect from June 1. Earlier, TP
rates were notified by the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI). This is the
first time that the MoRTH
has notified the TP rates in
consultation with the insur-
ance regulator.

According to the min-
istry's notification, a dis-
count of 7.5 per cent on the
premium shall be allowed
for hybrid electric vehicles.
While electric private cars
not exceeding 30KW will at-
tract a premium of Rs 1,780,
those exceeding 30 KW but
not 65 KW will attract a pre-
mium of Rs 2,904.

Third-party motor insurance
premium to go up from June 1

New Delhi, May 26:  

The government is exploring a
payment mechanism for the
import of oil from Russia in view
of the sanctions imposed by the
US and European countries fol-
lowing Moscow's attack on
Ukraine. With sanctions imposed
on Russia, the scope of a pay-
ment mechanism in local curren-
cies has expanded from being a
means to sustain ongoing trade
to possibilities of deeper
engagement, including increas-
ing bilateral trade.
"We have heard rouble payment
being done by Europe. India had
a rupee-rouble payment struc-
ture earlier. I don't think we
have arrived at any decision as
yet. Some discussions are hap-
pening," sources said. Any such
payment mechanism involving
rupee and rouble payments for
imports and exports would help
circumvent the sweeping eco-

nomic sanctions imposed on
Russia by the western nations,
including freezing many key
Kremlin officials' individual
accounts and snapping Russian
banks from the international
payment gateway SWIFT.
"We have a mechanism already.
We have to see if the existing
system is workable in the cur-
rent global situation. We are
exploring that and some more
related things," sources said.
Asked if India can increase its
dependence on Russia for oil
needs if Moscow provides lower
than the international prevailing
rate, sources said, it is subject to
some payment mechanism being
worked out. India's main imports
from Russia include fuels, miner-
al oils, pearls, precious or semi-
precious stones, nuclear reac-
tors, boilers, machinery and
mechanical appliances, electri-
cal machinery and equipment,
and fertilisers. 

Govt exploring Rupee-Rouble
payment for fuel import amid

sanction: Sources

New Delhi, May 26: 

The finance ministry
has not yet taken a view on
the civil aviation min-
istry's plea for tax cuts on
jet fuel (ATF) to bring
down prices, a top source
said on Wednesday. Civil
Aviation Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia has
been making a case for
lowering the high taxes on
aviation turbine fuel (ATF)
even as most states have al-
ready moved to significant-
ly reduce the value-added
tax (VAT). "They (civil avi-
ation ministry) have ap-
proached us with a plea to
moderate the prices.
However, no decision has
been taken yet," the source
said. The civil aviation
ministry continues to be in
discussion with the fi-
nance minister over the
issue, the source added.

As many as 23 states

have lowered VAT on jet
fuel from highs of 20-30 per
cent. And now it wants the
central government to cut
excise duty. ATF makes up
for about 40 per cent of the
operating cost of an air-
line. Jet fuel prices are at a
record high in line with
the global surge in energy
prices.

And since India is 85 per
cent dependent on imports
to meet its oil needs, the
only way to cut jet fuel
prices is to reduce taxes.
While BJP-ruled states
have reduced VAT, the
states housing the coun-
try's busiest airports of
Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai
and Kolkata have not done
so yet. ATF presently is
chargeable at an 11 per
cent ad valorem rate of ex-
cise duty. A concessional
rate of 2 per cent is appli-
cable for ATF sold under
the Regional Connectivity

Scheme. Ad valorem rate
means the incidence of
taxation rises whenever
there is an increase in the
base price. Some in the in-
dustry have demanded
that the government bring
specific excise duty ex-
pressed in Rs per kilolitre
to insulate airlines from
such volatility. Petrol and
diesel already attract a spe-
cific rate of excise duty.
ATF attracts both excise
duty of the central govern-
ment and sales tax or VAT
of states. This because
when the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) was in-
troduced on July 1, 2017,
amalgamating 17 central
and state levies, five com-
modities -- namely crude
oil, natural gas, petrol,
diesel, and ATF -- were
kept out of its purview
given the revenue depend-
ence of state governments
on this sector.

No decision on cut in tax on ATF: Source

Mumbai, May 26: 

India’s largest beverage
company, Parle Agro has
always been at the fore-
front of innovation in the
development of iconic
fruit based beverages like
Frooti and Appy which
have captured the hearts
of India. In order to cater
to the massive demand of
their products nationally

and globally, Parle Agro is
focused on updating their
internal infrastructure
and also aggressively
building capabilities and
capacities of their fruit
processing partners
across India.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Schauna Chauhan,
CEO, Parle Agro stated,
“Parle Agro has, and will
always be ‘India-focused’
in terms of sourcing raw
materials and strengthen-
ing infrastructure. We aim
to participate in India’s
glorious growth story by
contributing to building
India economically and by
creating opportunities for
small farmers and SMEs

and MSMEs across India.
Our goal is always to be at
the forefront of improving
and building up capabili-
ties of our partners in
India and deliver the best
class products in the bev-
erage category.” Since
1985, Parle Agro has
worked consistently with
Fruit Farmers and
Processors within India
with a vision to encourage
their development and
give them opportunities to
elevate their earnings.
Parle Agro continues on
this path and has invested
heavily on their process-
ing partners to help them
extract their highest po-
tential.

Parle Agro builds further growth
opportunities for farmers

̈ Building an
Atmanirbhar
Bharat by a
focused impact on
augmenting local
economies

Noida, May 26: 

Real estate developers in
the national capital region
on Wednesday said the cen-
tral government's move to
ease prices of iron, steel
and cement will provide a
significant relief to
builders as well as home-
buyers.

The increasing costs of
cement and steel, which
had risen by up to 45 per
cent in recent times, had
forced the developers to
pass the burden on buyers,
they said. The central gov-
ernment had last week an-
nounced measures like
levying export duty on
steel and reducing import
duty raw materials used in

steel manufacturing to
curb the rising prices of
steel and increase its avail-
ability. It had also an-
nounced steps to shore up
cement supplies.

"Measures are being
taken up to improve the
availability of #Cement
and through better logis-
tics to reduce the cost of ce-
ment," finance minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had

tweeted. The government
had also issued a notifica-
tion imposing an export
duty of 45 per cent on iron
ore pellets and 15 per cent
on select pig iron, flat-
rolled products of iron or
non-alloyed steel, bars and
rods and various flat-rolled
products of stainless steel,
thereby making export of
these items costly. "In spite
of the surge in real estate
purchases, the prices have
also risen by 6-8 per cent.
Along with hike in home
loan interest rates, this was
making a dent in the budg-
et of the buyers, especially
those looking for affordable
housing," said Amit Modi,
realtors' body Credai's
western UP president.

RBI issues norms for
import of gold by

qualified jewellers
Mumbai, May 26: 

The RBI  came up with norms
for facilitating physical import
of gold through India
International Bullion Exchange
IFSC (IIBX) or similar autho-
rised exchange by Qualified
Jewellers in India. In addition
to agencies nominated by the
RBI and by DGFT, Qualified
Jewellers (QJ) as approved by
International Financial
Services Centers Authority
(IFSCA) were permitted to
import gold in January.
The RBI issued the guidelines
in order to enable resident
Qualified Jewellers to import
gold through IIBX or any other
exchange approved by IFSCA
and the Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT). 

Govt’s move to ease cement, iron and steel
prices to help real estate, say builders

Davos, May 26: 

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
strongly defended the gov-
ernment's decision to con-
trol wheat and sugar ex-
ports, saying the steps
were necessary keeping in
mind the domestic re-
quirements and a need to
keep hoarders and specu-
lators in check who could
have exploited vulnerable
poor nations by selling
them the commodities at
higher prices. Asked about
the decisions during a ses-
sion on global trade at the
World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting, Goyal
said a lot of misconcep-
tions are doing the rounds
on this issue and he also
had separate discussions
with the WTO chief as
well as the IMF head on
this here in Davos. With
the WTO chief sitting next

to him in the panel, Goyal
said India traditionally
has never been an ex-
porter of grains and was
rather importing initially,
till the Green Revolution
happened.

"Still, for the last many
years we were only pro-
ducing for our own con-
sumption, and it was only
two years ago that we
began to export after a sur-
plus production, that too of
a nominal quantity," he
said. "Also, most of our
wheat went to poor coun-
tries.

Export ban decisions based on domestic
needs, checking hoarders: Goyal

New Delhi, May 26:  

India's economy is ex-
pected to have grown at 9.2
per cent in the fiscal ended
March 2022, after having
contracted by 7.3 per cent
in the previous financial
year, aided by resilience in
the rural economy, uptick
in bank credit and rising
GST collections, a note by
Bank of Baroda said. As
per government's advance
estimates, the gross do-
mestic product (GDP) in
FY22 is projected to grow
by 8.9 per cent.

The National Statistical
Office (NSO) will release
the final GDP growth fig-
ures for FY22 on May 31.

Bank of Baroda (BoB),
in a note on GDP expecta-

tions by its Economic
Research Department,
said it expects the econo-
my to post higher growth
in the last quarter ended
March as mobility im-
proved, allowing opening
up of economy with
much lower COVID-19
cases across states.
Contact-intensive sectors
are expected to make
stronger recovery, and the
economy is projected to
grow by 5.5 per cent in Q4
FY22 against 5.4 per cent
in Q3, it said. A much
needed pick up will be
visible in services sector,
with travel and hospitali-
ty contributing signifi-
cantly. Construction is
also likely to edge up-
wards.

India’s economy seen
growing 9.2 pc in FY22 on
upbeat rural sector: BoB

B
ringing to the view-
ers a refreshing
narrative of a

mother-son bond between
Yashoda and Kanha (Lord
Shri Krishna), Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television’s upcoming

show, Yashomati
Maiyaa ke

Nandlala will
see ace televi-

sion actor
Romiit Raaj
p l a y

Vasudev ji.
Elated to be a

part of the show, Romiit
has been working hard
when it comes to his
preparations. His ulti-
mate aim is to bring out
Vasudev ji’s traits as au-
thentically as possible.

Sharing his views,
Romiit Raaj says, “I ab-
solutely adore Vasudev
Ji’s calm and composed
personality. I want to
adapt the same qualities
as an individual as well,
since I believe presence of
mind is very important
for making it big in life.
No matter what we do, los-
ing our calm or panicking
will never help. It is an ho-
nour to be able to play
such an important role
and I hope the viewers
take notice.”

Tune in to Yashomati
Maiyya Ke Nandlala
starting 13th June, every
Monday to Friday at 9:00
PM only on Sony
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Television!

A
fter making her debut on the
Cannes 2022 red carpet,
Urvashi Rautela shares that

she got emotional when Hollywood
star Leonardo DiCaprio compliment-
ed her.

She says: "I was freaking out and
falling short of words after receiving
compliments from Leonardo
DiCaprio. I was so emotional and
could feel happy tears in my eyes. At
the same time I was blushing too."

Urvashi who was crowned Miss
Diva Universe 2015 and represented
India at the Miss Universe 2015 pag-
eant attended the screening of the
film Forever Young at the 75th Cannes
Film Festival. She stated having met
the American actor was a dream

c o m e

true. She continues: "He also appreci-
ated me as a very talented actress. I
was waking up pinching myself. Did
that really happen last night? Was I
dreaming about the sweet moment? I
think it just shows how even the
younger actors want to be out
there and inspires young actors
to keep going, that's my memo-
ry of meeting him."

Urvashi is known for fea-
turing in Bollywood
movies like 'Virgin
B h a n u p r i y a ' ,
'Pagalpanti' and
'Hate Story 4'.

ACROSS

1. Foreman

5. Passion

10. Afflictions

14. Hawaiian island

15. Sweater size

16. Tidy

17. Intersection sign

18. Excessive

20. Little angel

22. Pod vegetables

23. Pronoun

24. Heroic

26. Mailbox item

28. Texas shrine

31. Concurs

34. Fine fabric

35. Level

36. Farm implement

40. Wind dir.

41. Make into law

42. Mine find

43. Ravens' calls

45. Coal pit

46. Of the moon

48. Conforms

50. Right ____

51. Motto

54. Spinnaker, e.g.

56. Scam

57. Dalai ____

60. Lubricate

64. Unfitting

67. Not ashore

68. Electronic reminder

69. Comic ____ DeGeneres

70. Misdeeds

71. Fine ____

72. Winter forecast

73. Abhor

DOWN

1. Pear type

2. Promise

3. Oxford, e.g.

4. Ultimate

5. Defendant's offering

6. Jogged

7. Fall

8. Bogeyman

9. Military warning (2 wds.)

10. Country hotel

11. Minimum

12. Wood spinner

13. Direct

19. Got it! (2 wds.)

21. "Once ____ a time..."

25. Feline delight

27. 1/3 TBSP

28. A Baldwin brother
29. "Mona ____"
30. Over again
32. Huge
33. School playtime
37. Yearn
38. Kind of exam
39. "The Way We ____"
41. Radiates
44. Slump
46. Animal's den
47. Let loose
49. Artist Salvador ____
51. ____ diver
52. Hermit
53. Beginning
55. Spy
58. Shopping center
59. Ready, willing, and ____
61. Korea's continent
62. Dispatched
63. Alleviate
65. ____ and downs
66. Grant's opponent
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The more attention you try to get from other
people today, Aquarius, the more people are
going to ignore your fancy displays and
grandiose ideas. Take a much more sensitive
approach. You'll be able to lead people better
when you walk behind them. Earn the respect
of others by understanding and relating to
their emotions. Your heart is big and bold, and
you have a great deal of love to give.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your thinking is quite clear, Taurus, and
you'll find that your emotions support your
mental processes. Your psychic nature is
also strong, so you should trust any hunch
you have. The masculine and feminine sides
of your being are working together harmo-
niously to balance out the degree of give
versus take in your world. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may feel as if you're sinking into an
emotional vortex, Aries. Be careful about
assuming that things are yours when
they aren't really. It's important that you
not accuse someone of being a thief
when you have no facts to back up this
claim. Keeping things in balance may be
difficult with the great amount of emo-
tional sensitivity in the air at this time.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Your thinking is quite clear, Taurus, and
you'll find that your emotions support your
mental processes. Your psychic nature is
also strong, so you should trust any hunch
you have. The masculine and feminine
sides of your being are working together
harmoniously to balance out the degree of
give versus take in your world. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may need to keep your spaceship
idle today and perform a safety check
for your crew, Gemini. Make sure
everyone on board is informed of the
destination. It could be that you just
picked them off the street without real-
ly telling them where they'd end up. It's
important that you not drag people
unwittingly into your world. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Things may not be as obvious as they first
seem today, Cancer. Don't get started on a
project until you understand the full scope
of what you're getting into. Otherwise, you
may find yourself caught in the middle of an
emotional drama that leaves you little room
for escape. Don't be surprised if your moti-
vation suddenly dissipates and you're left
with no incentive to get your work done.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Don't try to force your ideas on anyone,
Leo. It's important to maintain neutral-
ity so you can act from a stable state of
mind when someone brings you an
issue that needs to be dealt with right
away. The key is to act rather than
react to a situation. If you know you're
right about something, keep it to your-
self. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Your intuitive nature is especially strong,
Virgo. You won't have to think about
things because you'll have the ability to
just know the answers. If any penetrating
detective work needs to be done, this
would be an excellent time to do it. Your
caring, sensitive nature will get you
through any door you want to walk
through today. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Any argument you start today is likely
to erupt into a brutal emotional bat-
tle, Libra, so beware. Try not to tread
on anyone else's turf, because you'll
find that he or she is likely to be pos-
sessive and rather belligerent about
defending what is rightfully theirs. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You may find that people are likely to
challenge your mental process today,
Scorpio. Don't be surprised if they seem
to argue with your ideas left and right.
Your heart may be especially tender, and
any sort of belligerent dispute could
affect you deeply. On the other hand, you
can use your sensitivity to calm a situa-
tion that needs to be remedied.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

The key for you today is to use your heart
more than your head, Sagittarius. Base your
actions on your feelings and your inner
knowing of the situation. Facts may deceive
you. It could be that you've come to rely so
much on a linear, logical way of thinking
that you can't see any other way. It's impor-
tant that you see the interconnectedness of
many of the different areas in your life.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Things should go especially well for you today,
Capricorn, so don't worry about a thing. Life
doesn't necessarily get easier as you get older.
You just learn how to deal with things. You'll
find this to be true right now as your incredible
sensitivity and wisdom are making it possible
for you to attain a clearer perspective. You
realize that things are much better than you
may have thought.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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In a viral meme on Twitter, Abhishek Tripathi, the
Panchayat secretary in web show 'Panchayat 2', is

seen attempting to open Tollywood actor Mahesh
Babu's eyes to the realities of the Indian village.
"Villages are like this, not like the ones you see in

movies," the message says.
'Panchayat 2' has become a huge hit on Prime
Video, depicting a realistic rural drama and
referring to the Indian village as a "real place
with real people," according to critics.
On the other hand, Mahesh Babu's films
'Srimanthudu' and 'Maharshi' romanticised
the daily grind and oversimplified rural
issues, leading to comparisons of his films to
'real' rural stories on social media sites. It's
worth noting that Mahesh Babu's films tend
to have simple plots that avoid even briefly
addressing political, caste-based, and other

complex issues. That is why sloppy films like
'Srimanthudu' and 'Maharshi,' as well as the
recently released 'SVP' seem to offend dis-

cerning audiences. Mahesh Babu has been a
soft target for many
trolls on social
media since he
stated during

one of his media
interactions that Bollywood

could not afford him.
Despite the debate and

defence of his fans, Mahesh
Babu is also being chastised
for his monotonous, 'mes-
sage-oriented' films.

Mahesh Babu’s films
mocked by north

Indian audience

Urvashi Rautela was
praised by Leonardo
DiCaprio at Cannes!

H
rithik Roshan
may just have
stolen the spot-

light at Karan Johar's
50th birthday bash.
Duggu arrived at the
party with Saba Azad,
walking hand-in-hand.

The couple also posed

for the shutterbugs gath-
ered outside the party
venue. In a video that
went viral, Hrithik is
seen introducing Saba to
the guests. While Saba
dazzled in a black cut-out
dress, Hrithik looked
dapper in a black suit.

Sussanne Khan,
Hrithik's former wife,
was also at the party, es-
corted by her boyfriend
Arslan Goni. Rumours
about Hrithik and Saba
began after they were
spotted leaving a restau-
rant in Mumbai in

February. Later, Saba
joined Hrithik's family
for several family get-to-
gethers. The actors have
neither confirmed nor
denied their relationship
though their public ap-
pearances speak vol-
umes.

Hrithik-Saba Make Relationship OFFICIAL

G
lobally acclaimed
web series
Apharan- Sabka

Katega! which was
praised for its quirki-
ness, its action, its hilari-
ous dialogues and its
memorable characters is
back with a second sea-
son! This time the action
in this thriller drama,
moves from the ghats of
Haridwar to the icy lo-
cales of Serbia as Rudra
Srivastava is forced to
pursue and hunt Bikram
Bahadur Shah, an enemy
like no other that he has
ever faced before. This
will be the test of Rudra’s
life and there are no
guarantees that he may
get out alive! A Voot se-
lect original. Apharan 2
season 2, presented by
Jio Studios, which re-
leased on Voot select and
got a phenomenal re-
sponse is now being re-
leased on ALTBalaji plat-
form as well.

Apharan 2 is a com-
plete adrenaline ride,
where viewers will get to
meet Arunoday Singh as

Rudra Srivastava, Nidhi
Singh as Ranjana
Srivastava, Saanand
Verma as Satyanarayan
Dubey. There’s another
very interesting charac-
ter in the form of
Gillauri essayed by the
talented actor Snehil
Dixit Mehra who poses
as Rudra’s wife and
translator to our desi,
macho man who expands
his horizons and kicks
some ass in the freezing
Serbian locales.

The tone of the show is
quite retro, with the
music featuring some of
the best tunes from the
70s to keep things inter-
esting. Be it the dia-
logues, the action, the
performances or the plot
twists, the racy and pacy
entertainment never
seems to stop. In a quest
to save his wife from a se-
rious drug problem,
Rudra Srivastav will
cross continents and
leave no stone unturned
until he meets a formida-
ble nemesis, Bikram
Bahadur Shah.

‘Apharan season 2’
streaming on

ALTBalaji now!

‘Want to adapt the
same qualities as

Vasudev in my life’
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Ahmedabad, May 26 (PTI):

Rajasthan Royals will
need to shake off an ordi-
nary bowling performance
in their last outing when
they clash with Royal
Challengers Bangalore, a
team which seems to be
peaking at the right time, in
the high-stakes IPL
Qualifier-2 here on Friday.

Having sneaked into the
play-offs, RCB are on a roll
and a tight win over
Lucknow in the Eliminator
has fuelled expectations for
a long-awaited trophy.

They take on Rajasthan,
a team which has all bases
covered but still came up
short against Gujarat in
Qualifier 1.

The IPL caravan moves
to Ahmedabad after a cou-
ple of high-scoring games
in Kolkata.

It has been a quick turn-
around for RCB but they
won't mind that as they
look to ride the momentum.

"The best thing is that we
have one day and we play
again. Cannot wait to be in
Ahmedabad and take the
field again. We are so excit-
ed and happy with how
things have gone. Hopefully,
two more games and we all
can celebrate," star RCB
batter Virat Kohli told the
IPL website after the win
over LSG.

Rajat Patidar, who played
the innings of his life on
Wednesday, will be a man

with supreme confidence in
another high-pressure
knockout fixture.

For someone who went
unsold in the IPL auction
and came into the RCB

squad as a replacement
player, it has been a career-
changing season for him.

Both the high-profile
openers, Kohli and Faf du
Plessis, are big match play-

ers and will be itching to
make an impact after low
returns in the previous
game. Dinesh Karthik has
managed to maintain con-
sistency in a tough role and

the team management
would be also hoping for
more runs in the back end
of the innings from Glenn
Maxwell.

The team is likely to stick
to the winning combina-
tion. While Wanindu
Hasaranga has shown the
courage even when he has
been taken to the cleaners,
Harshal Patel has been the
go-to pacer in slog overs.

Mohammad Siraj re-
turned for the LSG game
and bowled well with the
new ball. Josh Hazlewood
enhanced his reputation as
a death bowler with a
match-deciding penulti-
mate over and with the ad-
dition of a yorker in his ar-
moury, has only become
tougher to score of.

RCB bowlers will have to
be on the top of their game
against a formidable
Rajasthan batting line up
which rely heavily on Jos
Buttler and skipper Sanju
Samson. Both scored
against Gujarat but it did
not prove to be enough.

Samson will be eager to
convert his 30s and 40s into
a substantial knock and
lead from the front.

It remains to be seen how
the bowlers comeback after
a forgettable outing. R
Ashwin had a rare off day
against Gujarat while
Prasidh Krishna paid the
price for bowling length
balls to David Miller in the
final over.

RCB fancy their chances
against Royals in Qualifier 2

Mirpur, May 26:

Angelo Mathews and
Dinesh Chandimal, Sri
Lanka's two most senior
batters, forged a 199-run
stand to put the heat on
Bangladesh. Sri Lanka lost
their last five wickets
cheaply, but then their
quicks gutted the hosts'
top order for the second
time in the Test to ratchet
up the temperature fur-
ther.

At the end of a fourth
day in which Sri Lanka
advanced more or less re-
lentlessly, they stand in
sight of a Test (and thus,
series) victory.
Bangladesh are still 107
runs behind, with four
wickets down. But then
the batters at the crease
are Mushfiqur Rahim and
Litton Das, who have al-
ready hit hundreds in this
match, and there's plenty
of batting to come too.
Still, aside from the period
in which they lost their
last five wickets for 49
runs, Sri Lanka dominat-
ed the day.

They were led by
Chandimal and Mathews,
who played out the first

two sessions wicket-
less, even if their
progress was sedate

at times, thanks large-
ly to Mathews' muted

strike rate. But with a
session having been lost to
rain on day three, the
steady-but-safe approach
had its merits. It allowed
Mathews to get to his sec-
ond hundred in as many
Tests, even if it was the
slowest on his record; he
reached triple-figures off
the 274th ball he faced.
Chandimal hit a 12th Test
hundred too, but having
been almost as conserva-
tive as Mathews while
compiling his first 50,
switched gears thereafter,
and pushed Sri Lanka for-
ward at a quicker rate.

Chandimal was out for
124 off 219. Mathews re-
mained not out at the end
of Sri Lanka's innings,
having attacked a little
more alongside the tail, to
get to 145 off 342. Together
they had built the plat-
form from which Sri
Lanka could push for vic-
tory.

Paris, May 26 (AP):

No. 3 Paola Badosa has
become the first woman
seeded in the top 10 to
reach the third round at
Roland Garros this year.

Badosa went down a
break to open the third set
of her match against 68th-
ranked Kaja Juvan before
regrouping to grab four
games in a row and was on
her way to a 7-5, 3-6, 6-2 vic-
tory at Court Suzanne
Lenglen that took more
than two hours.

Badosa's best showing at
a Grand Slam tournament
was a quarterfinal appear-
ance at the 2021 French
Open.

She will face No. 29
Veronika Kudermetova
next.

All five of the women
seeded in the top 10 and
placed on the bottom half
of the draw are already
out of the field. Badosa is
in the top half, where No. 8
Karolina Pliskova lost ear-
lier Thursday.

No. 1 Iga Swiatek, No. 7
Aryna Sabalenka and No.
9 Danielle Collins play
later.

The woman seeded 11th,
American Jessica Pegula,
reached the third round by
beating Anhelina Kalinina
6-1, 5-7, 6-4.

Bopanna-Middelkoop
enter pre-quarterfinals:
India's Rohan Bopanna
and his Dutch partner
Matwe Middelkoop
marched into the pre-quar-
terfinals of the French
Open men's doubles event

with a straight set win
over Andrey Golubev and
Fabrice Martin here on
Thursday. Bopanna and
Middelkoop won the sec-
ond round with a 6-3 6-4
scoreline against their op-
ponents in one hour and
six minutes. The Indo-
Dutch combo, seeded 16th,
broke the from
Kazakhstan-French pair
at 4-4 in the second set and
then Middelkoop served
out the match at love.
Bopanna's best perform-
ance at the clay court
major is reaching the last-
eight stage in 2011, 2016,
2018 and 2021. Later in the
day, Ramkumar
Ramanathan and Sania
Mirza will be in action in
their respective doubles
events.

Badosa into 
3rd round in Paris

Mathews, Chandimal centuries
put Sri Lanka in the box seat

Angelo Mathews raises
his 13th Test century.

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

World Championship
bronze medallist Lakshya
Sen is all set to train with
World No. 1 Victor Axelson
in Dubai from Sunday
with the Sports Ministry's
Mission Olympic Cell
(MOC) approving his re-
quest, keeping in mind the
upcoming Birmingham
Commonwealth Games.

The MOC also cleared
two-time Olympic medal-
list P V Sindhu's request
for her fitness trainer M
Srikanth Madapalli to ac-
company her abroad
under Target Olympic
Podium Scheme (TOPS),
the ministry said in a
statement on Thursday.

Sen, the 20-year-old from
Almora, was part of the
Indian men's team that
won the prestigious
Thomas Cup this month
and is a big gold medal
prospect at the

Birmingham event to be
held from July 28 to
August 8.

"Lakshay is set to train
With Axelson in Dubai
from May 29th till 5th June
(8 days) and then head out
to Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia on June 19th to
train at the Malaysian
Training Centre from 19th
till 26th June (8 days)," the
ministry said.

"Both the training pro-
posals were approved by
MOC in preparation for
the Commonwealth
Games. "The sanctioned
amount will cover the cost
of his and his physio's air
travel, boarding and lodg-
ing, and out-of-pocket al-

lowance among other ex-
penses." The ministry also
approved Sindhu's propos-
al for financial assistance
towards her fitness train-
er's travel along with her.

"Srikanth is set to ac-
company Sindhu during
Indonesia Masters (7-12th
June), Indonesia Open (14-
19th June), Malaysia
Masters (28 June to 3 July),
and Malaysia Open (5-10th
July), and Singapore Open
(12-17th July)," it said.

Sindhu, a former world
champion, won two Super
300 tournaments this year
at Syed Modi
International in Lucknow
and Swiss Open in Basel
earlier this year.

Sen to train with Axelson in Dubai
̈ Sindhu gets

approval to take
fitness trainer on
tour under TOPS

New Delhi, May 26 (PTI):

India's premier long jumper
Murali Sreeshankar won the
gold medal at the 12th
International Jumping Meeting
in Kallithea, Greece with an
effort of 8.31m.
The Tokyo Olympian is the
current national record holder
with a jump of 8.36m, which
he had achieved last month.
Sreeshankar was followed by
Swede Thobias Montler, who
claimed silver with an 8.27m
jump, and Jules Pommery of
France, who bagged bronze

with an 8.17m effort in the 10-
man field.
Only the top three jumpers
crossed the 8m-mark.
Jeswin Aldrin, meanwhile, fin-
ished fifth after he hit the
7.69m mark at the 17th
Iberoamerican Meeting in
Huelva, Spain.
Filip Pravdiva of Croatia
(7.91m), Uruguay's Emiliano
Lasa (7.82m) and Peruvian Jos
Luis Mandros (7.77m) com-
pleted the top three of the
seven-man field.
"Sreeshankar consistently
jumping far. 

India’s Murali Sreeshankar
claims long jump gold in Greece

Madrid, May 26 (AP):

The last time Karim
Benzema was in a
Champions League final, it
was in a supporting role to
Cristiano Ronaldo.

He was just another for-
ward on a Real Madrid team
in which Ronaldo attracted
most of the attention.

It will be a lot different
when Benzema takes the
field this weekend in the
final against Liverpool in
suburban Paris. Benzema
has gone from one of
Ronaldo's sidekicks to
Madrid's most important
player, and on Saturday he
could cap his best season
ever with a fifth Champions
League title. A victory would
allow him and several other
Madrid players to tie
Ronaldo with the most
Champions League trophies.
It would also leave the
France striker in a com-
manding position to win the
Ballon d'Or award for best
player of the year. I'm very

proud, Benzema said. It's
been a really great season for
me in terms of goals, assists
and trophies and I feel really
happy. Benzema scored 44
goals from 45 matches with
his club this season, and
equaled Madrid great Ra l
Gonz lez as the club's second-
highest scorer with 323 goals,
behind the 451 of Ronaldo.
Since the Portugal star left in
2018, Benzema has been
Madrid's leading scorer sea-
son. Ronaldo had been in
that role the previous nine
years. I don't know where I'll
stand in club history, we have
to wait for my career to be
over to know that, the 34-
year-old Benzema said.

There's no doubt it has
been a historic year for the
striker, who has already
helped Madrid win the
Spanish league and the
Spanish Super Cup. He was
the leading scorer in the
Spanish league with 27 goals,
and in the Champions
League with 15 goals from 11
matches.

Benzema looks to cap great
season with 5th European title

Chennai, May 26 (PTI):

Chinese world No.2 Ding Liren
seized the advantage against
India's teenaged Grandmaster
R Praggnanandhaa in the final
of Meltwater Champions Chess
Tour Chessable Masters online
tournament, taking a 2.5-1.5
lead after the opening day of
the match early on Thursday.
The 16-year old
Praggnanandhaa, who lost the
opening game of the all-Asian
final, bounced back strongly to
level the first match when he
won game two. Liren then
showed why he is rated so high-
ly by taking the lead, outwitting
his young Indian opponent, who
had on Wednesday appeared
for his standard XI examination,
in the third game.

Ding Liren seizes
advantage against

Indian GM
Praggnanandhaa

Kolkata, May 26 (PTI):

Royal Challengers
Bangalore seamer Harshal
Patel does feel the nerves
while bowl-
ing in the
d e a t h
overs but
says he wants to be in
those extreme pressure sit-
uations game after game.

The 31-year-old, who rep-
resents Haryana at the do-
mestic circuit, has been
the most improved bowler
in the recent past and has
cleverly used his varia-
tions to get the better of
batters in the death overs.

Harshal also enhanced
his reputation as a 'death
overs specialist' in the IPL
Eliminator against LSG.

"Whether I would be
able to deliver or not, I
don't really know, I can't
say. But I want to be in
those situations, there is
no doubt about that,"
Harshal said after inspir-
ing the team to a 14-run
win over Lucknow Super
Giants on Wednesday.

The win took them one
step closer to the Sunday's
summit clash at
Ahmedabad as the RCB
will next face Rajasthan
Royals in the second
Qualifier on Friday.

"I have been wanting to
do that for the past two-
three years, I have been
doing that for Haryana,
and I wanted to do it at the
bigger stage and I will con-
tinue to put myself in
those situations, some-
times it is going to come
off, sometimes it is not
going to come off.

"There will be games
where I will end up losing
for the team and I am okay
with that as long as I don't
shy away from challenges,"
said Harshal, who will lead
the bowling challenge
alongside Bhuvneshwar
Kumar in the upcoming
T20I series against South

Africa next month.
On Wednesday, while

defending 208 against
Lucknow Super Giants,

Harshal bowled a tidy spell
of 2-0-8-0 in the middle
overs. But with KL Rahul
and hard-hitting Marcus
Stoinis looking to break
free at the death, the seam-
er was summoned to bowl
the 18th over with 41 runs
to defend.

I don't shy away from bowling
in slog overs: Harshal

Bhopal, May 26:  

MOMENTUM Routine
I m m u n i z a t i o n
Transformation and Equity
Project funded by USAID,
integrates vital compo-
nents like demand genera-
tion, risk communications,
community engagement,
private sector partnerships,
cohesive working with
National and State
Governments – SBCC, Data
Analysis, Supply Chain
Logistics.

The Project has focused

on reaching marginalized
and vulnerable populations
and identifying the obsta-
cles that these groups face
to receiving vaccination. In
a conversation with Dr.
Sanjay Kapur, Managing
Director, John Snow India,
the program works with
local non-governmental or-
ganizations to reach such
groups including older peo-
ple, people with disabilities,
transgender and members
of the hijra community, and
otherwise marginalized
ethnic groups. MOMEN-
TUM Routine
Immunization provides
technical assistance to sup-

port the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare
(MoHFW) / Universal
Immunization Programme
(UIP) technical manage-
ment and rollout of the
COVID-19 vaccine in the

country. Notably, the MO-
MENTUM Routine
I m m u n i z a t i o n
Transformation and Equity
works across 18 states and
aims to cover approximate-
ly 50 million beneficiaries
in 232 districts. Around 14
million of those beneficiar-
ies are targeted for primary
series or booster vaccine
doses through our associa-
tion with local NGOs. Since
November 2021, through
USAID-support, the Project
has helped more than 4 mil-
lion people in 18 states re-
ceive their last recommend-
ed dose of a COVID-19 vac-
cine (April 2022).

‘No legal right with candidate
on mere application of job’

New Delhi, May 26 PTI): 

A candidate who has ap-
plied for a job does not have
a legal right to insist that
the recruitment process set
in motion be carried to its
logical end, the Supreme
Court has said. A bench of
Justices K M Joseph and
Hrishikesh Roy said that
even the inclusion of a can-
didate in the select list may
not provide the candidate
with such a right.

"The cardinal principle
we must bear in mind is
that this is a case of direct
recruitment. A candidate
who has applied does not
have a legal right to insist
that the recruitment
process set in motion be
carried to its logical end.
Even inclusion of a candi-
date in the select list may
not clothe the candidate
with such a right," the
bench said.

The apex court, however,

clarified that this is differ-
ent from holding that the
employer is free to act in an
arbitrary manner.

The observations came
while deciding a case in
which advertisements were
issued on March 1, 2018,
inviting online applica-
tions to fill up among other
posts, the post of Associate
Professor for the colleges
run by the Employees' State
Insurance Corporation.

On March 21, 2018, a no-
tice was issued to keep the
recruitment process in
abeyance in regard to the
post of Associate Professor

and Professor for adminis-
trative reasons. One of the
applicants approached the
Central Administrative
Tribunal seeking direc-
tions to fill up the post of
Associate Professor in
terms of advertisement
and the tribunal passed an
order in his favour.

The order was chal-
lenged before the
Karnataka High Court
which dismissed the writ
petition. The top court said
the direction given by the
High Court to conclude the
recruitment within 45 days
is clearly untenable.

"As the very advertise-
ment was put on hold, it is
quite likely that any candi-
date who may have been de-
sirous of applying, may not
have applied being discour-
aged by the fact that the ad-
vertisement has been put
on hold. Therefore, the di-
rection to conclude the pro-
ceedings within 45 days is
unsupportable," the bench
said.

"We are of the view that
a fair and time-bound deci-
sion must be taken by the
appellants not oblivious to
the fact that persons have
applied and they would also
look forward to fair treat-
ment at the hands of the
body like the appellant.
Accordingly, we allow the
appeal. We set aside the
judgement and we direct
the appellants to take a de-
cision bearing in mind all
relevant aspects within a
period of two months," the
bench said.
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Indian Navy personnel with dignitaries pose for photos at the launch of ‘Nirdeshak’, the second of the four
Survey Vessels (Large) (SVL) Project being built by GRSE in collaboration with L&T shipbuilding for Indian
Navy, at Kattupalli in Chennai. 

SVL LAUNCH

Students of a dance institute light candles to pay tribute to TV artist Amreen Bhat, in Jammu, Thursday, May 26, 2022.
Bhat was shot dead by militants at her home in 

TRIBUTE TO AMREEN

Immunization prog to benefit 
50 million beneficiaries

NIA arrests JeM overground worker 
New Delhi, May 26 (PTI): 

The National
Investigation Agency
(NIA) has arrested a per-
son believed to be a key
accused in the Sunjwan
terror attack case that
happened in April on
the outskirts of Jammu,
an official spokesperson
said on Thursday.

The accused, Abid
Ahmad Mir of
Putrigam in south
Kashmir's Pulwama, is
alleged to be an over-
ground worker of the
banned Jaish-e-
Mohammed terror 
outfit.

According to the NIA,

Mir was a close associ-
ate of accused Bilal
Ahmed Wagay, who has
been arrested in the
case. Mir was also in
touch with Pakistan-
based handlers of the
JeM, it added.

He had knowingly and
voluntarily extended
support to the other ac-
cused in the commis-
sion of the instant
crime, the spokesperson
said.

Two terrorists were
killed in an encounter
with security forces in
Jammu on April 22 after
they attacked CISF per-
sonnel onboard a bus
during the crucial early

morning shift-change of
the force at a checkpost.

The 'fidayeen' or sui-
cide bombers sprayed a
volley to bullets in 'burst
fire' mode from their as-
sualt weapons even as
they lobbed grenades at
the security personnel
at the picket deployed
near the Chaddha camp
in the Sunjwan area of
the district, where the
Army also has a large
installation.

The terror attack
came two days ahead of
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to
Samba in Jammu re-
gion of the union 
territory.

Sidhu's special
diet in Patiala jail

CChhaannddiiggaarrhh,,  MMaayy  2266  ((PPTTII))::
Jailed Congress leader Navjot
Singh Sidhu will serve as a clerk
in the Patiala central prison and
will get a doctor-recommended
daily diet that includes coconut
water, lactose-free milk, a glass
of juice and a few almonds, an
official said. A board of doctors
has recommended a special
diet for Sidhu after he had
sought the same in the jail. His
medical examination was con-
ducted on May 23 at Rajindra
hospital in Patiala, Punjab. The
58-year-old cricketer-turned-
politician's special diet includes
one cup of rosemary tea or one
glass of coconut water in early
morning, and one cup of lac-
tose-free milk, one tablespoon
of flax/ sunflower/ melon/chia
seeds, five-six almonds, one
walnut and two pecan nuts in
breakfast.

Sunjwan terror attack case

Indian NGO SEEDS 
bags UN award for 

disaster risk reduction
New Delhi, May 26 (PTI): 

The Sustainable
Ecological and
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Development (SEEDS), an
NGO working in the field of
disaster risk reduction and
climate change has bagged
the United Nations
Sasakawa Award 2022 for
Disaster Risk Reduction.
The global awards estab-
lished in 1986 by the found-
ing Chairman of the Nippon
Foundation, Mr Ryoichi
Sasakawa for recognising
excellence in reducing dis-
aster risk, was announced at
the ongoing 7th Session of
Global Platform for Disaster
Risk Reduction (GPDRR)
2022 in Bali, Indonesia.

SEEDS has been working
with the communities
across South Asia over for
the last 28 years to build re-
silience by combining local
wisdom with modern sci-
ence and technology and

multi hazard approach.
SEEDS focus on vulnerable
communities, amplifying
their voices to policy mak-
ers, the United Nations
Office for Disaster Risk
Reduction (UNRDRR) said
in a statement. Manu Gupta,
co-founder, SEEDS, said, We
are delighted and humbled
by this award. It has been 28
years since we took up the
mission to help build re-
silience among vulnerable
communities. As we grapple
with the global climate cri-
sis, it is imperative for all of
us to think of innovative
ways, embrace technology
as a leverage, and empower
people to thrive despite re-
curring disasters . "With the
2030 horizon for the Sendai
Framework, SEEDS will
continue building resilient
communities through a ho-
listic, inclusive, and multi-
hazard approach, said
Anshu Sharma, another co-
founder, SEEDS.

Lobby intensifies in ruling
BJD for RS poll tickets

Bhubaneswar, May 26 (PTI): 

With polls to four Rajya
Sabha seats of Odisha set
to be held next month -- the
notification for three of
which was issued by the
Assembly secretariat on
May 24 and one on
Thursday -- hectic lobby
within the ruling BJD to
secure a ticket for the elec-
tions is underway. Sources
in the BJD said that the
party, which has 113 MLAs
in the 147-member
Assembly, is likely to cap-
ture all four seats, as the
opposition BJP and the
Congress are expected to
keep away from the con-
test.

Around 40 aspirants in
the state's ruling camp are
currently making all-out
efforts to grab a BJD tick-
et, which might be a direct
pass to the Upper House of
Parliament. Polls to three
seats are scheduled to be
held on June 10, as the
tenure of MPs Nekkanti

Bhaskar Rao, Prasanna
Acharya and Sasmit Patra
ends on July 1, and bypoll
to one seat -- vacated by
BJD's Subhas Singh after
being elected as the
Cuttack Municipal
Corporation mayor is
scheduled on June 13.
Voting will be conducted
from 9 am to 4 pm on both
the dates, and the counting
process will be held the
same day as the elections.

A BJD leader said on the
condition of anonymity
that Patra, younger than
many of his peers, might
be accorded a second
tenure in Rajya Sabha by
party president and Chief
Minister Naveen Patnaik.
He also said that Patnaik,
who recently fielded quite
a few women in panchayat
and urban polls, might
think of doing something
similar for the Upper
House polls. A recent re-
mark BJD vice-president
Usha Devi has added fuel
to the speculation.

‘Central agencies should work transparently’
Mumbai, May 26 (PTI): 

Maharashtra Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar
on Thursday said central
probe agencies should
work in a transparent
manner without any inter-
ference and not misuse
their powers. He was re-
plying to queries from re-
porters on the
Enforcement Directorate's
(ED) raids in Maharashtra
on Thursday as part of a
money laundering probe
against state Transport
Minister Anil Parab and
others linked to alleged ir-
regularities in a land deal
in coastal Dapoli area of
Ratnagiri district and
other charges, officials

said. The fed-
eral probe
agency has
filed a fresh
case against
Parab and oth-
ers under
criminal sec-
tions of the
Prevention of
M o n e y
L a u n d e r i n g
Act (PMLA).

At least seven premises,
including Parab's official
residence in Mumbai,
linked premises in Dapoli
and Pune were being
searched by the agency
with a security escort pro-
vided by the Central
Reserve Police Force
(CRPF). Talking to re-

porters here,
Pawar said if
the central
agencies carry
out their probe
without inter-
ference, no one
will oppose
them. "Law
has given these
agencies some
powers which
they can use

on getting complaints. We
only want that those pow-
ers shouldn't be misused,"
the NCP leader said when
asked about the ED raids
against state Shiv Sena
minister Parab.

The NCP shares power
with the Shiv Sena and
Congress in Maharashtra.

Pawar also lashed out at
state BJP chief
Chandrakant Patil for his
comments, made during a
protest on Wednesday, ask-
ing NCP MP Supriya Sule
to "go home and cook" in-
stead of being in politics.

"This is not
Maharashtra's culture.
Patil's statement hasn't
been liked by his own
party men. Political lead-
ers must exercise restraint
when speaking in public,
and they should not say
anything that will hurt
sentiments," he said.
Pawar also said that six
Rajya Sabha seats from
Maharashtra falling va-
cant soon will not filled
without a contest.

Bengaluru, May 26 (PTI): 

With Enforcement
Directorate (ED) fil-

ing a chargesheet under
the anti-money laundering
law against him and others,
Karnataka Congress
President D K Shivakumar
on Thursday alleged that
all "political weapons" are
being used against him,
ahead of 2023 assembly
polls in the state.

He claimed that the
chargesheet is "part of a
plan to eliminate people,
whom the ruling dispensa-
tion fear may create trouble
for them politically or don't
surrender to them", adding
that he is ready to "face

everything". "I
have got to
know that some
national chan-
nels are report-
ing that they
(ED) have filed a
charg esheet .
They have sub-
mitted it to the
court, we have
not been given a
copy yet. The
court will give us the copy.
Usually it has to be filed
within 60 days from the day
I was jailed, but they have
filed it after 3-3.5 years after
large scale investigation,"
Shivakumar said. Speaking
to reporters here, he said he
has belief in the law of the

land and will
abide by it. "Let
the chargesheet
come, they can't
create any new
t h i n g s .
However, the
Income Tax de-
partment had
created new
things (against
me earlier),
going against

the law and Supreme Court
judgements," he added. The
federal probe agency in
September 2018 registered a
money laundering case
against Shivakumar, A
Haumanthaiah, an employ-
ee at the Karnataka Bhavan
in New Delhi, and other

people. The case was based
on an Income Tax
Department chargesheet
filed against Shivakumar
and others before a court in
Bengaluru for alleged tax
evasion and hawala deal-
ings.

Further claiming that
the "people of the country
know that he has not done
anything wrong" and that
he had earlier stated that
there were political mo-
tives behind the case, the
KPCC chief recalled that
during late Congress leader
Ahmed Patel's election to
Rajya Sabha his house was
raided and money belong-
ing to his friends were re-
ported as his.
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‘Political weapons against 
me ahead of Assly polls’

ED
 c

h
ar

g
es

h
ee

t

D K Shivakumar


