
Resign
JJaallppaaiigguurrii:: Days after BJP
MP Arjun Singh rejoined
the Trinamool Congress,
at least 20 saffron party
leaders in West Bengal's
Jalpaiguri have tendered
resignation together from
their party posts, accus-
ing the district leadership
of taking money in lieu of
inducting members in a
local panel, a party func-
tionary said on
Wednesday. The dissent
leaders, including party's
Jalpaiguri district general
secretary Amal Roy,
claimed that those who
had worked for the saf-
fron brigade and fled
their homes due to the
post-poll violence in the
state did not get a place
in the newly formed
Maynaguri South Mondal
committee.

Watery grave
DDeeoorriiaa:: Two minor boys
drowned in the Gandak
river here on Wednesday
while taking bath in it,
police said. Police recov-
ered the bodies and sent
them for postmortem
examination, they said. 
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BRIEF

A student carries a pet dog
through a waterlogged street after

heavy rainfall, at Anil Nagar in
Guwahati, Wednesday.
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New Delhi, May 24 (PTI):

A Delhi court on
Wednesday awarded life
imprisonment to
Kashmiri separatist
leader Yasin Malik in a
terror funding case.

Special Judge Praveen
Singh also awarded vary-
ing jail terms for various
offences under the strin-
gent Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA)
and the Indian Penal Code
(IPC).

The court also imposed
a fine of over Rs ten lakh
on Malik.

The life term was
awarded for two offences -
- Section 121 (waging war
against the government of
India) of IPC and section

17 (raising funds for the
terrorist act) of the UAPA.

All the sentences will
run concurrently.

Earlier NIA on
Wednesday sought the
death penalty before a
Delhi court for Kashmiri
separatist leader Yasin
Malik, who had earlier
pleaded guilty to all the
charges, including those
under the stringent
Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA), in
a terror funding case,
court sources said.

The agency told Special
Judge Praveen Singh in
an in-chamber proceed-
ings that Malik was re-
sponsible for the
Kashmiri exodus. On the
point of sentence, sources
said that Malik submitted
that he would not beg for

mercy, and that court
could decide at its discre-
tion. The amicus curiae
appointed by the court to
assist Malik, sought mini-
mum punishment, i.e., life
imprisonment in the mat-
ter. Malik, meanwhile,
said that if Indian
Intelligence can prove
that he had been involved
in any terrorist activity or
violence in 28 years, then
he would retire from poli-
tics, and will also accept
the hanging.

The judge, however,
said that since he has al-
ready been convicted,
there was no point in ar-
guing on the facts of the
case and that he was al-
ready given the opportu-
nity.

Lucknow, May 25 (PTI): 

Announcing that he had
resigned from the
Congress last week, Kapil
Sibal on Wednesday filed
his nomination for the
Rajya Sabha as an
Independent supported by
the Samajwadi Party.

Sibal, whose exit is an-
other jolt for the electorally
battered Congress, said his
ideology is related to the
party he has been with for
three decades.

The former Union minis-
ter went to the Uttar
Pradesh assembly premis-
es to file his papers with SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav, Ram
Gopal Yadav and other sen-

ior leaders. A prominent
member of the G23, which

had sought an organisa-
tional overhaul in the
Congress, Sibal's tenure as
Congress' Rajya Sabha MP
ends in July.

"I have filed the nomina-
tion as an Independent
candidate. I thank
Akhileshji for supporting
me," Sibal told reporters
here.

"I resigned from the
Congress on May 16 and
am no longer a senior
Congress leader," he said.
The SP chief later said
Sibal was being supported
by the Samajwadi Party.

On his leaving the party,
Sibal said, "I had a deep re-
lation with the Congress. It
was for 30-31 years. This is

not a small thing. I joined
the Congress because of
Rajivji (former prime min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi). You
must be thinking, how one
can go from the Congress
after 31 years. There must
be something (for leaving
the party).. that my heart is
facing. Sometimes such de-
cisions are to be taken."

"But my ideology is relat-
ed to that of the Congress. I
am not far away from the
Congress and its ideology. I
am with the sentiments of
the party," he said.

Sibal, who has been
vocal in his criticism of the
Congress leadership, had
called for a non-Gandhi as
the new party chief.

Ambikapur, May 25: 

A man has been arrest-
ed for alleged rape and
murder of a 16-year-old
girl in Surguja district, po-
lice said on Wednesday.

His wife was also arrest-
ed for alleged abetment,
said a police official.

Reshamlal Rathia and
his wife Seema were
nabbed from their native
village in Raigarh district
on Tuesday, he said.

The body of the girl had
been found on Monday af-
ternoon in a field under
the Manipur police chow-
ki (outpost) limits in the
Surguja district, he said.

Autopsy revealed that
she had been raped and
strangled to death, he
added. During the investi-
gation, police learnt that

the accused couple and the
girl worked as labourers at
the same place near
Ambikapur, headquarters
of the Surguja district,
and the couple had not re-
ported to work since the
incident.

Bijapur, May 25: 

A constable of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
allegedly committed suicide
by slitting his wrist in the
insurgency-hit Bijapur district,
police said on Wednesday.
The incident took place at the
camp of the CRPF's 170th bat-
talion, located at Jaitaloor
road under Bijapur police sta-
tion, on Tuesday, Bijapur sta-
tion house officer (SHO)
Shashikant Bharadwaj said.
Constable Mohan, who hailed
from Haryana, committed sui-
cide by slitting his wrist on
Tuesday afternoon. Senior offi-
cials rushed to the camp and
sent the body for autopsy, he
said. The body of the
deceased constable was sent
to his native village in Haryana
on Wednesday, he said, adding
that the cause for the extreme
step was not known.

New Delhi, May 25 (PTI): 

The ED has registered a
money laundering case
against Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram and others
in connection with the al-
leged irregularities in the
issuance of visas to 263
Chinese nationals in 2011
when his father P
Chidambaram was the
home minister, officials
said on Wednesday.

The federal agency has
filed its case under the

criminal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
taking cognisance of a re-
cent first information re-
port (FIR) registered by the
CBI in the same case, they
said. The case pertains to
allegations of Rs 50 lakh
being paid as kickbacks to
Karti and his close associ-
ate S Bhaskararaman by a
top executive of Vedanta
group company Talwandi
Sabo Power Ltd. (TSPL),
which was setting up a
power plant in Punjab, the
CBI FIR had said.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had

raided the premises of the
Chidambaram family and
arrested Bhaskararaman
last week, even as Karti
Chidambaram is expected
to depose before it for ques-
tioning. This is the third
money laundering case
against Karti
Chidambaram with the
INX Media and Aircel-
Maxis cases being probed
by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) for some
years now. The ED will
probe the possible "pro-
ceeds of crime" that could
have been generated due to
the alleged illegal activity
in the visa case, they said.

TERROR FUNDING

Court awards lifer to Yasin Malik

Kashmiri separatist leader
Yasin Malik being produced at

Patiala House court, in New
Delhi, Wednesday.

CRPF constable
commits suicide

Couple held for rape
and murder of minor

During the investigation,
police learnt that the accused
couple and the girl worked as
labourers at the same place
near Ambikapur, headquar-
ters of the Surguja district,
and the couple had not
reported to work since the
incident. Police tracked them
down by scrutinizing the
mobile phone call record.
Rathia allegedly confessed
that he raped the girl on
Sunday night and killed her as
she threatened to tell her
family about the crime.

About the arrest

Sibal files for RS backed by SP, says quit Cong

Former Congress leader Kapil
Sibal files his nomination papers

for Rajya Sabha in the persence of
Samajwadi Party President

Akhilesh Yadav, at Vidhan Bhawan
in Lucknow on Wednesday.

VISA SCAM CASE

ED registers money laundering case against Karti
̈ Summoned by 

CBI today
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Contract labours stage demonstration;
submit a charter of 13 demands

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: On the
call of SWFI, the BSP con-
tract workers under the
banner of Hindustan Ispat
Theka Shramik Union
(CITU) staged a demon-
stration at Equipment
Square on Wednesday.
They submitted a charter
of 13 demands including
respectable wage settle-
ment, minimum wage
equal to S-grade, social se-
curity, employment guar-
antee, safety at workplace,
equal work-equal pay,
night shift allowance etc.

Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union General
Secretary Yogesh Soni
said that contract workers
have equal participation
in skilled and highly
skilled work like regular
workers. But the contract
workers who have equal
participation in the pro-
duction processes of the
plant are deprived of mini-
mum wages and suffer un-
necessary retrenchment

and other harassment.
There is a lot of resent-
ment among the contract
workers. Three meetings
of NJCS Sub Committee
have been conducted on re-
spectable wages of con-
tract workers and other is-
sues related to workers,
but till now no proposal
has come from the man-
agement side. All three
meetings were inconclu-
sive. Before the next meet-
ing in Delhi on May 26, the
contract workers made
their voice reach to the
higher management
through this demonstra-
tion.

The charter of demands
included minimum wage
of contract workers equal
to the minimum wage of
S-1 grade of permanent
workers; night shift al-
lowance like regular work-
ers; compassionate ap-
pointment to a dependent
in case of workplace
mishap and death due to
covid epidemic; Contract
workers should not be

changed even after chang-
ing the contract; L-1,
Reverse Auction System
and contracts below the
cost price should be
banned; Biometrics sys-
tem should be implement-
ed to check irregularities
in the attendance of con-
tract workers;
Implementation of group
insurance scheme of con-
tract workers; blacklisting
the contractors for ex-
ploitation of labourers; al-
lotment of BSP quarters to
contract workers on
lease/license; health care
facilities like the regular
workers, deployment of
permanent employees in
works of permanent na-
ture; maternity leave bene-
fits as per government
rules for female workers;
benefits of paid leave - EL
(earned leave), CL (casual
leave), FL (festival leave),
NH (national holiday); and
Minimum wage, salary
card, salary slip, social se-
curity should be ensured
to all the contract workers.

SHGs suggested to produce eco-friendly items
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: On
Wednesday, Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure
visited Nagpura and Kuthrel
area to take stock of the on-
going development works.
He inspected the Gauthans of
Nagapura and Kuthrel and
encouraged the women to ex-
plore new livelihood oriented
activities. During interaction
with the women, he said that
the government has opened
C-marts for marketing of the
products of the Self-Help
Groups. Carry bags are re-
quired at C-Mart for the visit-
ing customers.

He suggested that the
women of SHG can produce
carry bags using the old
clothes. These bags can be
sold in C-Mart. He conducted
discussion with the
Sarpanch, Secretary,
Gauthan President and
women of Self Help Groups
regarding issues for improv-
ing the Gauthan. The
Collector asked the women of
the group to promote contin-
uous production of vermi-
compost manure and garden-

ing works so that the daily in-
come of the women could in-
crease.

Nodal Officer V Sajil
Kumar informed that the de-
cision has also been taken to
cultivate flowers on half an
acre of land in Nagpura
Gauthan by the women of
Radhe Radhe Self Help
Group. They have contacted
the local flower shops for
sale. Apart from this, cultiva-
tion of vegetables will also
be done in Gauthans. Quail
rearing and Napier grass
cultivation will be done here
and a facility of drip irriga-
tion system will be installed.

An ancient Shiva temple
is located near Bandha Talab
in Nagapura which was
built during the reign of
Kalachuri kings. This an-
cient east facing temple is
dedicated to Lord Shiva and
now only the sanctum sanc-
torum exists here. The
Collector visited this temple
also. The villagers informed
him that people visit the
temple every day for dar-
shan. But due to the kuchcha
road, the devotees face in-
convenience during rainy

days. They demanded proper
roads to reach the temple.
Taking cognizance of the sit-
uation, Collector gave neces-
sary directions to the con-
cerned officials. Apart from
this, the Collector had also
visited Swami Atmanand
English Medium School lo-
cated in Nagapura, where he
inspected the building and
asked the officials of the
Education Department to
complete all the works be-
fore the commencement of
the academic session.

Collector also inspected
the Konari Nullah. The con-
cerned officer said that 120
laborers have been deployed
for repair works of 29 struc-
tures and the work will be
completed soon. Local resi-
dents and farmers of Konari
as well as Kuthrel and
Bharda gram panchayats
will be benefited from this
nullah. SDM Vinay Poyam,
District Education Officer
Abhay Jaiswal, Deputy
Collector Lokash Dhruv,
Janpad Panchayat CEO
Shailesh Bhagat, other offi-
cers and public representa-
tives were present.

One month Internship Programme
held at IDEA LAB BIT, Durg 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: Bhilai
Institute of Technology,
Durg organized an exhi-
bition of products devel-
oped by Intern-students
during the period of
Internship programme
held at IDEA LAB Bhilai
Institute of Technology,
Durg on Wednesday.

Using the knowledge of
computer science, elec-
tronics, electrical, me-
chanical intern-students
developed in total 17
multi-disciplinary proj-
ects. Prof Suchitra
Pandey, Prof Kauleshwar
Prasad, Dr Anil Kumar,
Dr Santosh Mishra along
with their team of stu-
dent ambassador

Sarthak Dambare, Tanvi
Sanghv, Anurag Rathore
and Pranav Yadav were
the organizers of this
Internship programme,
It was the first internship
programme under the
IDEA LAB banner in cen-
tral India zone.

Dr Arun Arora
(Director, BIT), Dr MK
Gupta (Principal, BIT),
Dr P Patnaik (Co-
Ordinator IDEA LAB,
BIT), Dr N Yadav
(Professor, BIT), CS
Robinson (Professor,
BIT), Dr Amit Biswas
(Professor, BIT), Dr SP
Shukla (Professor, BIT),
Dr N Tripathi (Professor,
BIT), Vinni Sharma,
Anjul Rai, Dolly Gautam,
Dr Prashant Sahu,

Anupam Gupta marked
their presence at the ex-
hibition.

Prof Nagendra
Tripathi said that
"Students showing inter-
est towards developing
multi-disciplinary proj-
ects indicated the blur-
ring of boundaries be-
tween different streams
of engineering".
Students are now imple-
menting their ideas and
thoughts into products.

Some of the Best
Products were: IOT based
gas leakage sensor with
the feature to cut off gas
supply in case of leakage
on domestic cylinder,
Cost Rs 1200; The Smart
Vehicle Mileage Detector-
a device that lets you

measure the mileage for
your vehicle which can
be installed in any type of
vehicle, the accuracy for
the device developed is
99.2%; Digital
Oscilloscope which cost
around Rs 20000 in open
market students devel-
oped it at the prize of Rs
2000; Smart Gamla
(Flower Pot) which was
developed using 3D
Printing and the capabili-
ty to automatically water
plant according to its re-
quirement is also a good
product. Dr M K Gupta
(Principal, Bhilai
Institute of Technology)
said that "Many of the
products developed by
the students are patent
worthy".

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: Durg
Police has solved the blind
murder mystery of the 28-
year-old whose body was
found in village Aundhi a
couple of days ago. Police
have arrested the mother
and younger brother of
the deceased for murder.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on
Wednesday, ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv informed
that the body of Niranjan
Yadav (28) son of Dukalu
Yadav was found lying in
bushes near his house in
village Aundhi. There
were injuries on his head,
neck, hands, abdomen and

legs.
Taking the matter into

serious cognizance, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava directed
his subordinates to solve
the case at the earliest.
The team of Old Bhilai
Police Station launched
investigations under the
guidance of CSP Vishwas
Chandrakar.

A number of people as-
sociated with the accused
were quizzed. On suspi-
cion, his mother
Kuleshwari Yadav and
younger brother
Gyaneshwar Yadav were
taken into custody. During
sustained interrogation,
they confessed to have
killed Niranjan Yadav.

The accused

Kuleshwari Yadav and
Gyaneshwar Yadav dis-
closed that Niranjan was a
habitual drinker and had
bad intentions for his
mother. Around 23:00 hrs
on May 22, he reached
home in a state of intoxi-
cation and started misbe-
having with his mother.

The lady attacked her son
with an iron belt. He suf-
fered a fatal injury and fell
on the ground. The lady
and her younger son in-
flicted fatal injuries on
head and other parts of
the body due to which
Niranjan Yadav died on
the spot.

Police have arrested
Kuleshwari Yadav (55)
wife of Dukalu Yadav and
Gyaneshwar Yadav (25)
son of Dukalu Yadav, resi-
dents of Village Aundhi,
Old Bhilai and charges
have been framed against
them under sections 302,
201, 120 B, 34 of IPC.

The weapon used in the
crime was also seized
from them. Inspector
Manish Sharma, SI
Prakash Shukla, Head
Constable Rakesh Singh,
Constable Sarita
Meshram, Mangla Gupta,
Constable Sandeep Singh,
Krishna Singh, Vijay
Singh and Rajesh
Chandraul played a vital
role in solving the case.

Karm & Pali Shiromani awards
given in T & D department

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: Karm
Shiromani awards for
March- 2022 and April-
2022 and Pali Shiromani
for January to March 2022
were given away in
Transport and Diesel de-
partment of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant for exemplary
work by employees.
Tirthnkar Dastidar, CGM
(Traffic) was the Chief
Guest on the occasion.
Manoj Hyanki, GM (T-
Opr), GP Malik, GM (Tech

Serv), MD Reddy, Sr
Manager (Pers) and all
Senior officers of T & D
were present on the occa-
sion. Poshan Kumar Sahu,
Master Operator, Sangit
Kumar Kori, Chargeman
Cum Master Technician,
Gautam Kumar Kundu,
Chargeman Cum TXR and
D Vijay Kumar, Operator
Cum Technician were fe-
licitated with the Karm
Shiromani awards.
Saurabh Deshpande,
Senior Manager (T&D)
was felicitated with the

Pali Shiromani award by
Tirthnkar Dastidar, CGM
(Traffic). Tirthnkar
Dastidar, CGM (Traffic)
congratulated the
awardees for their contri-
bution to the department.

Employees are shortlist-
ed for this award for inno-
vations, better resource
utilisation, following
Safety standards etc at the
workplace. A certificate,
memento, letter of appre-
ciation and a sweet packet
was given to Karm & Pali
Shiromani awardees.

Two members of gang of candidate
impersonators arrested 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: Police
have arrested another two
"Munna Bhai" of the gang
of candidate imperson-
ators from Agra (UP). Six
others including the king-
pin of the gang were ar-
rested earlier on May 19
for allegedly appearing in
place of candidates in the
Constable / GD recruit-
ment of CISF. Another five
members of the gang have
been identified and search
operations are on to arrest
them.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on
Wednesday, ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv informed
that in all they have arrest-
ed eight members of the
gang of candidate imper-
sonators. They were ap-
pearing in place of the
original candidates in the
physical tests which were
being conducted at CISF

Battalion in Utai by the re-
cruitment board of
Central Industrial
Security Force. An FIR has
been lodged at Utai Police
Station under sections 419,
420, 467, 468, 120B of IPC.

During the investiga-
tion, six accused including
the kingpin of the fraud
were arrested and sent on
judicial remand on May
19. In their statement, the
accused had disclosed that
one Satyapal Singh (24)
son of Vijay Pal Singh a
resident of Khander,
Tehsil Fatehabad, District

Agra (UP) had appeared in
all written examinations
and one Nathilal (20) son
of Siyaram Verma a resi-
dent of Shahvid, Agra
(UP) had taken Rs 2 lakh
and had brought the ac-
cused for appearing in
physical tests.

On instructions of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava and su-
pervision of ASP (Rural)
Anant Sahu and SDOP
(Patan) Devansh Singh
Rathore, a team of Utai
Police Station was sent to
Agra, Uttar Pradesh. The
team conducted raids at

the whereabouts of the ac-
cused and succeeded in ar-
resting Satyapal Singh and
Nathilal.

The team also conducted
raids at the whereabouts of
the main accused DS
Tomar in Bhind (MP) but
he had escaped. The police
team discovered that the
accused DS Tomar is post-
ed as a Constable in the
17th battalion of CISF.
Chhattisgarh Police has
communicated the infor-
mation about the accused
to its counterparts in
Madhya Pradesh for

searching and arresting the
absconding accused.

The accused Satyapal
Singh had given written ex-
aminations in place of the
above four accused. This
fact has been confirmed by
matching the fingerprints
with the biometric ma-
chine of the Central
Industrial Security Force.
Police are making efforts to
arrest 05 other absconding
accused in the case.

The accused were duly
arrested and sent on judi-
cial remand. SDOP
Devansh Singh Rathore,
Inspector Navi Monika
Pandey (SHO, Utai), Sub-
Inspector KL Gaur, ASI
Rajkumar Deshmukh,
Chandrashekhar Soni,
Constable Surendra Singh
Chauhan, Akash Tiwari,
Mahesh Devangan,
Dushyant Lahre, Mukesh
Yadav, Amar Nayak, Vijay
Kurre and Rakesh Sahu
played a vital role in arrest-
ing the accused.

Police solves blind murder mystery DMC pays tribute to the
martyrs of Jheeram Ghati
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25:
According to the instruc-
tions of state government,
the officers and employees
of Durg Municipal
Corporation paid tribute to
the martyred jawans, secu-
rity force personnel, public
representatives, senior offi-
cials of Jheeram Valley in-
cident and pledged to bring
peace in the state.

The staff and the offi-
cials of the Corporation
collected in the commis-
sioner room and paid trib-
ute to those who were mar-
tyred in the Naxal violence

at Jheeram Valley by ob-
serving a two-minute si-
lence. After that the offi-
cers, employees took oath
to make the state an island
of peace again. On this oc-
casion, Executive Engineer
Rajesh Pandey, RK Palia,
Durgesh Gupta, Mohit
Markam, Manohar Sahu,

Sharad Ratnakar,
Shubham Goir, Thansing
Yadav, Smt. Hemlata
Verma, Smt. Usha Yadav,
Vineet Verma, Roshni
Ahuja, Smt. Tara Patil,
Suraj Sarathi ,Prince,
Chitra Rekha Chandrakar
and other officers, employ-
ees were present.

Durg University team conducting
intensive inspection in B Ed colleges

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: A high
level team of Hemchand
Yadav University, Durg is
conducting inspection of
colleges affiliated to the
University for B Ed and M
Ed courses. The team is
also closely monitoring
the ongoing practical ex-
aminations in the col-
leges.

Giving this informa-
tion, the Dean of the
University, Dr Prashant
Srivastava said that the
Vice Chancellor of the
University, Dr Aruna
Palta herself physically
inspected the Prism
Education College,
Mahakakhurd in this se-

quel. Dr Palta will also in-
spect other Colleges of
Education in the coming
days.

According to Dr
Srivastava, two teams
have been entrusted with
the responsibility of in-
spection during the prac-
tical examinations of B
Ed colleges, in which the
first team includes
University Dean Student
Welfare, Dr Prashant
Srivastava and NSS
Coordinator, Dr RP
Agarwal. In the second
team, the sports director
of the university, Dr LP
Verma and Sports Officer
of Government College,
Jamgaon, Dr Naresh
Dewan have been includ-

ed.
The colleges inspected

separately by these two
teams include Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Mahavidyalaya, Junwani
Bhilai; Swami Shri
S w a r o o p a n a n d
Mahavidyalaya, HUDCO
Bhilai; Kalyan
Postgraduate College,
Bhilai; Mansa College,
Bhilai; BM College,
Kolihapuri; Badrinath
Khandelwal Education
College, Durg; Aryavart
College, Bhilai; St
Thomas College, Bhilai;
Bhilai Maitri College,
Risali; Kalyan Education
College, Aheri; Sri Sai
Education College,
Jamul; Sandeepani

Academy, Akhoti and
Shri Ram College of
E d u c u t i o n ,
Rajnandgaon; Somani
Mahavidyalaya, Somani;
Confluence College,
Rajnandgaon; Sanskar
City College of
Education Rajnandgaon.

Meanwhile, 20 results
have been declared so far
in the annual examina-
tion (private). In the ex-
amination results re-
leased on Wednesday for
MSc Mathematics, 567
candidates out of 615
candidates have been de-
clared passed, thus the
result was 92 percent.
The results of a total of
46 candidates have been
withheld.

BSP trio bags SAIL
Chairman’s Trophy For

Young Managers 2021-22
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: The team
from SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant (BSP) comprising
AP Pansari, AGM
(Finance), Naushad Alam,
AGM (Vigilance) and
Manoj Kumar
Shrivastava, AGM
(Projects) has won the
prestigious SAIL
Chairman's Trophy for
Young Managers (CTYM)
for the year 2021-22. The
final round of presenta-
tions by different teams
from SAIL's integrated
steel plants and other
units was organised today
on May 25, 2022 at
Management Training
Institute (MTI), Ranchi.

The prestigious SAIL
Chairman's Trophy for
Young Managers 2021-22
was organized on the
theme - 'Achieving world
class Project manage-
ment: Issues and

Challenges in SAIL'.
While the team from BSP
was declared winner, the
team from CET ended up
as 1st runners-up while
the team from ISP was the
2nd Runners up. This is
the second year in contin-
uation to 2020-21 that that
the team from BSP has
bagged the prestigious
CTYM trophy.

The winning and run-
ners-up teams are present-
ed the SAIL CTYM Trophy
by Chairman, SAIL every
year. The winning team
from BSP will be awarded
a cash prize of Rs 25,000/-
per member along with a
three-day visit to a steel
plant abroad. BSP teams
have won the trophy 8
times (2004-05, 2007-08,
2009-10, 2013-14, 2014-15,
2016-17, 2020-21 and 2021
22). BSP teams have also
been runners-up five times
(2006-07, 2008-09, 2010-11,
2015-16, and 2018-19).
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HISTORIC POND IN BAD SHAPE

The city’s landmark and historic pond ‘Budhatalab’ is full of waste and garbage being dumped and the authorities
are making tall claims about its beautification.

Jagdalpur, May 25:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel inaugu-
rated Jheeram Valley
Martyr Memorial at Lal
Bagh Ground in
Jagdalpur on Wednesday
and paid courteous trib-
ute to the martyrs of
Jheeram Valley incident.
He unfurled a nearly 100-ft
high tricolor in the memo-
ry of the martyrs on the
occasion.

Chief Minister said in
his address to the inaugu-
ral programme- “I pay my
humble tribute to the mar-
tyrs of the heart-wrench-
ing incident of Jheeram
Valley and I hereby dedi-
cate the Jheeram Valley
Martyrs Memorial”.

He said that these were
the public heroes of first
line who were on the path
of bringing about trans-
formation in the lives of

farmers, youth, children
and women of the state.
Today they are not with
us, but their guidance and
inspiration will remain
with us forever.

Chief Minister said that
our veteran leaders would
have been really happy to
see the justice being en-
sured to every section in
Chhattisgarh today.
However, their blessings
will always be with us,
like a guiding light. He

added that Chhattisgarh
Government will always
stand with the families of
the martyrs, under all cir-
cumstances.

This morning, Chief
Minister Baghel reached
Lalbagh ground in
Jagdalpur via helicopter
directly from Chitrakote
and walked all the way
from the helipad to
Jheeram Valley, where he
paid homage to the mar-
tyrs and inaugurated

Jheeram Valley Martyrs
Memorial. This memorial
has been established at
Lalbagh Ground in
Jagdalpur, in the memory
of 32 martyrs of Jheeram
Valley incident.

This memorial has
been established at
Lalbagh Ground in

In the Naxal attack
which took place at
Jheeram Valley on May
25, 2013, 32 people includ-
ing senior public repre-
sentatives- Nandkumar
Patel, Vidya Charan
Shukla, Mahendra
Karma, Uday Mudaliar,
Yogendra Sharma were
martyred. Many party
workers, jawans and com-
mon people had lost their
lives in this incident.
Jheeram Ghati Tribute
Day is being observed on
25th May to commemorate
the sacrifices of the mar-
tyrs.

CM inaugurates Jheeram
Valley Martyr Memorial 

Baghel pays courteous tribute to the martyrs of Jheeram Valley massacre

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 25:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant on
Wednesday said that ac-
tion reason behind the
Jheeram Vallay massacre
should be unearthed to
close down the case and
added that it would help
in checking the repetition
of such incidents in fu-
ture.

Dr Mahant made the
above statement while
paying rich tributes to the
martyrs who had lost
their life in Jhiram Valley
attack. Speaking further,
he said that apart from fe-

licitation, the family
members should be pro-
vided other assistance so
that they can get justice.

Dr Mahant honoured
the family members of
late Vidya Charan
Shukla, late Prafful

Shukla, late Pawan
Kunda, late Tarun
Deshmukh, late Patruk
Khalko, late Emanuel
Kerketta, late Ashok
Verma, late Siyaram
Singh, late Deepak
Upadhayaya, late Gopi

Wadhwani and late
Rajendra Chandrakar
who list their life in the
Jhiram incident.

Dr Mahant also re-
leased the book titled”
Shradhanjali: Jhiram Ke
Veero Ko” ( A tribute to
Jhiram heroes) written
by Vipin Tripathi.

Senior journalist
Ramesh Nayyer presided
over the function during
which MLA Amitesh
Shukla, former MLAs
Gurumukh Singh Hora
and Rajkamal Singhania,
Raipur Development
Authority (RDA)
Chairman Subhash
Dhuppad, Khadi
Gramudyog Board
Chairman Rajendra
Tiwari and Assembly
Secretary Dinesh Sharma
were also present.

Actual reason behind Jheeram Valley 
incident should be known: Dr Mahant
 Assembly pays rich

tributes to Martyrs

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 25:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Chhattisgarh Unit
office-bearers meeting is
being organized on May
26 at party headquarters
situated at Kushabhau
Thakre premises to dis-
cuss key issues. BJP
Working Committee meet-
ing would be held on May
27 to adopt a political reso-
lution.

According to informa-
tion received, National Co
Organizational General
Secretary Shiv Prakash
would deliver his speech
to strengthen the
Organization. BJP in-
charge of party affairs in
Chhattisgarh D
Purandeswari and Co in-
charge Nitin Nabin would

also be present on the oc-
casion.

State BJP President
Vishnu Deo Sai, National
Vice President and for-
mer Chief Minister Dr
Raman Singh, Leader of
Opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Dharmlal
Kaushik and BJP
Organizational General
Secretary Pawan Sai and
other invited office-bear-
ers would be present dur-
ing the meetings.

Party insiders said that
future programes would
be approved which would
be taken up before the
people in next few days.
Party leaders may also
chalk out strategy to cor-
ner the ruling Congress in
next few days during the
meeting.

BJP think tank to discuss
strategy for two days

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 25: A
seven-day Yoga training
camp is underway at

Gudhiyari-based Tilak
Bharati School under
the direction of Coach
Narender Kumhar and
Manager Mejar Singh
ahead of the Khelo India
Youth Games Yoga com-
petition to be held at
Punchkula in Haryana
from June 4.

Prabhakar Singh and
Prakash Kumar Sahu
from Chhattisgarh
would be participating
in Khelo India games
which has brought new
enthusiasm among the
players.

Chhattisgarh Yoga
Sports Association
President Subrat Sahoo
and Secretary Sanjay
Agrawal have extended
best wishes to the play-
ers and team officials for
the Khelo Indi tourna-
ment.

Training camp gets underway
for Khelo India Yoga event

Jagdalpur, May 25: 

Gudiyapar is a remote
village situated in the
dense  Kanger Vlley
National Park. This vil-
lage is home to just 29
houses spread out over a
vast forest area surround-
ed with tall Sal trees, and
the chirping of Mynas.
The resident tribals of this
remote village have of-
fered their bow and ar-
rows in front of the Devi
and have pledged that they
will not indulge in the
practice of hunting

As soon as the news of
issuing Community Forest
Resources by the Chief
Minister reached the 120
residents belonging to 29
tribal families of
Gudiyapar village, they
started an forest-friendly

initiative to save the flora
and fauna of the forests.
The villagers took a pledge
in the presence of their
local deity that they will
give up on hunting to
maintain the food chain,
biodiversity and environ-
ment.

Permission was taken
from Gudi Devi

It is an age-old tradition-
al belief in Gudiyapar vil-
lage that they can commu-
nicate with their Devi and
she helps them take signif-
icant decisions. The vil-
lagers mutually decided
that they won’t indulge in
the practice of animal sac-
rifice anymore. The resi-
dents of Gudiyapar unani-
mously decided to put a
stop to this traditional
practice of animal sacri-
fice. Approval was granted

instantly. As soon as per-
mission was received, the
members of the Gond
community offered ar-
rows and arrows to the
goddess. Shankar Barse of
the Gond community liv-
ing in Gudiyapadar says
that even though it sounds
fictitious, we tribal fami-
lies believe that we can
talk to our goddess and
can only initiate any work
after taking her permis-
sion.

This decision taken by
the government in the in-
terest of tribal families is
a unique example that has
been set up by the state.
Chhattisgarh has become
the second state in the

country to give CFFR
rights.

Earlier this right has
been recognized in
Odisha. Gudiyapadar is a
small village of about 29
houses located inside the
Kanger Valley National
Park. The people living
here belong to the Gond
community and depend on
rainfed farming (rice,

kodo-kutki, pulses and ba-
nanas) and minor forest
produce for subsistence.

Objectives of
Community Forest
Resource Rights (CFRR):

Many tribal families
have been living in the vil-
lages under protected for-
est areas for almost a cen-
tury. Hunting wild ani-
mals is a part of our ances-

tor’s practice. Due to con-
tinuous hunting, many an-
imals have reached the
verge of extinction.

The main purpose of
the CFRR recognition is to
protect the forests only
through those people who
have been protecting that
area for a long time.
Therefore, the right of
management should also
be given to the native resi-
dents. This will help in
saving animals and con-
serving water, and forests.

‘It will also benefit the
tribal communities liv-
ing in the forest’

After the CFRR recogni-
tion, the tribal community
living in Gudiyapadar vil-
lage will also be benefited.
These rights will enable
them to stop the external
encroachment. The hunt-

ing of animals will come
to an end which will boost
eco-tourism, increase em-
ployment, and also
strengthen their economic
condition. Later, they will
also be considered for giv-
ing them farming rights in
a limited area.

Pahari Myna’s chirp-
ing will be heard in
Kanger Valley

Kanger Valley National
Park is famous for hill
myna. The falling number
of these species had put
them on the verge of ex-
tinction. But now these
tribal families will be pre-
pared as ‘Mayna Warriors’
,these warriors will en-
sure nesting sites, food
availability, and favorable
mating conditions for
Mynas. So that they can be
saved from extinction.

CM Baghel hands over CFRR certificates to the beneficiaries 

 In Nangur’s 
meeting prog

Raipur, May 25: The
Regional Science Center
in Raipur is the only cen-
ter for the exhibition of
scientific models in the
state. Scientific models at
the centre provide an op-
portunity for the general
public, teachers, re-
searchers, students, scien-
tific and technical experts
of the state to teach and
develop interest in science
in play-based method.
According to the intention
of the government, the sci-
ence center is being start-
ed for the general public,
education, research schol-
ars and students from
Sunday 29th May. This sci-
ence center will be open
for observation from
Tuesday to Sunday from 10
am to 5.30 pm. Monday
being a weekly holiday, it
will be closed. The science

center developed in an
area of ??about 10 acres
has 3 very attractive and
interesting galleries. The
exhibits in the first gallery
are related to the major
mineral wealth, forest and
environment, biodiversity
and industrial revolution
of Chhattisgarh state. The
second gallery is related to
measurement, in which
various principles of
measurement-from an-
cient measurement meth-

ods to modern measure-
ment methods, as well as
some things that cannot be
measured, are shown in
detail. The third gallery,
known as the Recreational
Science Gallery, is built on
different principles of
physics. This center con-
tributes to understanding
the principles, formulas,
methods etc. of science
and technology in a simple
and practical way. During
the period of COVID-19

pandemic, the exhibition
in this center was closed.
During this period, several
models were replaced with
new models in collabora-
tion with National Council
of Science Museums,
Kolkata, Ministry of
Culture, Government of
India. Importance and use-
fulness of water and water
consumption have been
explained in a separate
gallery for public aware-
ness. Space has always
been the center of curiosi-
ty for everyone, whether it
is the general public or the
student class. The inflat-
able planetarium is now
equipped with a digital

video projection system by
combining projectors and
other audio-visual equip-
ment. Science Center
plans to organize summer
camps in various fields of
science, physics, chem-
istry and zoology, robotics,
aircraft modellers, etc. to
make effective use of sum-
mer vacation. The main
objective of organizing
this program is to ex-
change research happen-
ing in the field of science,
so that the participants
can showcase their talent
in the field of science.
Director General of
Chhattisgarh Regional
Science Center and
Chhattisgarh Council of
Science and Technology,
Dr S Karmakar has called
upon people of the state to
visit Science Center to
look at scientific models.

Raipur, May 25:

Chairperson State
Women’s Commission Dr
Kiranmayi Nayak has
been presented with Dada
Saheb Phalke Icon award
for women’s empower-
ment. In this programme
women from different
states working in different
fields were felicitated and
this included two female
MPs, four MLAs, TV artist
Usha Nagkarni,
Haryanavi folk artist
Sapna Choudhary. In this
programme the
Ambassador of Mauritius
was also present.

It is notable here that

Chairperson CG State
Women’s Commission Dr
Kiranmayi Nayak after
holding camps in all dis-
trict headquarters in the
state, have granted justice
to not only members of
the fairer sex, but also to
all the needy persons of
different sections of the
society and talks about her
granting justice to women
has been acknowledge at
state and national level.

Dr Kiranmayi Nayak

being the chairperson of
State Women’s
Commission is using pow-
ers of the Civil Court to
grant justice to women im-
mediately. This sort of
practice has not take place
anywhere in the country
and for her achievements
and works for welfare and
justice to women, Dr
Kiranmayi Nayak has
been felicitated with Dada
Saheb Phalke Award for
women’s empowerment.

Dr Nayak felicitated with 
Dada Saheb Phalke Icon award
 For women’s

empowerment

Science Center to reopen from May 29
 Three fascinating,

interesting and 

entertaining galleries

at the Science Center

Ravinder
Singh Garewal
RRaaiippuurr:: Sardar
Ravinder Singh
Garewal, R/o
Avanti Vihar,
breathed his
last in Mumbai.
The final rites will be held
at Marwari crematorium on
Thursday at 4:00 pm. He
was father of Vivek Singh
and Kanwal Singh.

OBITUARY

CM dedicates 
AC ambulance

JJaaggddaallppuurr::  CM Bhupesh Baghel dur-
ing ‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ programme
in Nangur Gram Panchayat dedicated
a full-fledge air-conditioned
Ambulances with Oxygen and Life
support system to the people of the
region. He flagged off the ambulance
for the health centre. It is notable
here that the district administration
had funded this ambulance though
DMF funds and it will be used for pro-
viding medical services to critically ill
patients from the region.

Ch’garh becomes 2nd state to provide CFRR rights to a village in a National Park 
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Raipur, May 25: 

In the state level meet-
ing of the National Food
Security Mission, a total
action plan of Rs 41 crore
56 lakh 10 thousand was
approved for the year 2022-
23. In this meeting held
under the chairmanship
of Chief Secretary Mr.
Amitabh Jain, Rs. 10 crore
29 lakh 80 thousand for
rice production, Rs. 25
crore 56 lakh 10 thousand
for pulses production, one
crore 34 lakh for coarse ce-
reals production and an
action plan of Rs 4 crore 25
lakh is included for the
production of 20 thousand
more nutritious food
grains under National
Food Mission. In the meet-
ing, the Chief Secretary
has given instructions to
make crop demonstration
more effective in the  field
areas. In the meeting,
Mission Director National
Food Security Mission,
Yashwant Kumar in-
formed that 14 districts of
the state have been includ-
ed under the National
Food Security Mission
(Rice Production
Scheme). It includes

Raipur, Balodabazar,
Rajnandgaon, Kabirdham,
Bilaspur, Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi, Mungeli, Korba,
Raigarh, Korea, Jashpur,
Dantewada, Sukma and
Bijapur. Similarly, all 28
districts of the state have
been included under the
pulses scheme.

Eight districts of the
state have been selected
for coarse cereals (maize),
which include Gariaband,
Koriya, Balrampur,
Surajpur, Jagdalpur,
Kondagaon and Kanker.
Rajnandgaon, Kabirdham,
Surguja, Balrampur,
Koriya, Jagdalpur,
Dantewada, Kanker,

Kondagaon and Sukma
districts have been includ-
ed for nutritious food
grains Kodo-Kutki. It was
informed in the meeting
that last year under the
Food Security Mission
(Paddy), a demonstration
of zinc fortified variety
was organized in 500
hectares and fragrant
paddy in 1550 hectares.
Farmers have been en-
couraged to take these
crops.

Certified seed produc-
tion of 228 quintals of ragi
and 120 quintals of kodo
has been done to provide
seeds of nutritious grain
Kodo-Kutki, Ragi crops to

the farmers. In the meet-
ing, where there is more
potential for the growth of
palm oil plants, it should
be produced in those
areas.

He laid emphasis on the
production of Mahua,
Neem, Karanj. In the meet-
ing, encouraging farmers
to take crops of fragrant
paddy, zinc paddy, fortified
paddy instead of normal
paddy, crop demonstra-
tion, availability of seeds
of nutritious grains Kodo,
Kutki, Ragi crops includ-
ing rice, pulses in the state
under the National Food
Security Mission.
Discussion was held in de-

tail regarding the progress
of last year’s production of
oilseeds, coarse and nutri-
tive cereals and the action
plan for the year 2022-23.
Vermicompost fertilizer is
being distributed to the
farmers on subsidy. In
this, 2668 quintals of ver-
micompost have been dis-
tributed for rice and 8492
for pulse crops.

In the meeting,
Secretary of Agriculture
Department Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Secretary of Revenue
Department Mr.
N.N.Akka, Secretary of
Tribal and Scheduled
Tribe Development
Department Mr. DD Singh
along with Forest, Water
Resources, Commerce and
Industry, Officials of
Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University,
State Seed and
Agriculture Development
Corporation, National
Institute of Organic Stress
Management and
NABARD, including
Energy, Panchayat and
Rural Development
Department, Social
Welfare, Food,
Horticulture, participated.

National Food Security Mission: 
Rs 41.56 crore action plan approved

CS gave instructions to make crop demonstration effective

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2255::  

Committed to the rapid elec-
trification of mobility in
India,Tata Motors today
launched an extension to
India’sbestselling EV in the
personal mobility segment, the
new Nexon EV MAX, in
Chhattisgarh. Available across
dealerships in Raipur (Bhasin
Ventures and National Garage)
and Bhilai (Sairam
Automobiles), the Nexon EV
Max has been launched at an
attractive starting price of
Rs17.74 lakh (ex-showroom All
India).With this launch, Tata
Motors is taking the lead to
enhance the appeal of EVs and
expand the market with a new
offering for customers who are
looking for longer intercity
travel.  The new Nexon EV MAX
is powered by high voltage
state-of-the-art Ziptron tech-
nology and will be available in
two trim options – the Nexon
EV Max XZ+ and Nexon EV Max
XZ+ Lux. It will come in 3 excit-
ing colours– Intensi-Teal(exclu-
sive to the Nexon EV MAX),
Daytona Grey and Pristine
White. Dual tone body colour
will be offered as a standard.

Equipped with a 40.5 kWh
Lithium-ion battery pack, the
Nexon EV Max offers 33%
higher battery capacity, deliv-
ering ananxiety-free ARAI cer-
tified rangeof 437 km (under
standard testing conditions),
which ensures uninterrupted
inter-city travel.The Nexon EV
MAXproduces 105 kW (143 PS)
of power and delivers an
instant torque of 250 Nm avail-
able at push of the pedal,
resulting in 0 to 100 sprint
times in under 9 secs. Taking
the charging experience to the
Max level, the Nexon EV Max
will be available with options
of a 3.3 kW charger or a 7.2 kW
AC fast charger. The 7.2 kW AC
fast charger can be installed
either at home or at workplace,
which helps in reducing charg-
ing time to 6.5 hrs. Making it an
irresistible proposition, the
Nexon EV MAX will support a
faster charging time of 0 - 80%
in just 56 mins from any 50 kW
DC fast charger.   Commenting
on the launch, Mr. Vivek

Srivatsa, Head, Marketing,
Sales and Service Strategy,
Tata Passenger Electric
Mobility Ltd. said, “We at Tata
Motors are committed to the
rapid electrification of mobility
in the country, and are hum-
bled by the overwhelming
response that we are receiving
from our customers. Keeping
customer centricity at the core
and dedicated to bringing in
newer products at regular and
quick intervals, we are elated
to launch the new Nexon EV
MAX – anSUVthat offersall EV
users MAX freedom to under-
take regular and uninterrupted
long distance travel. ” 

Adding to above,Mr. Anand
Kulkarni, Vice President,
Product Line & Operations,
Tata Passenger Electric
Mobility Ltd. said, the Nexon
EV Max is a testament to our
state-of-the-art high voltage
EV architecture Ziptron,
designed for unique Indian
driving and weather condi-
tions.”

Tata Motors introduces new
Nexon EV MAX at Rs 17.74 lakh
 Head to  nearest

dealership in
Chhattisgarh 
to experience EVs
at their MAX

Raipur, May 25: 

CAIT  National Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani,
State President, Jitendra
Doshi, States Working
President Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state media
incharge Sanjay Choubey
informed the
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)
today has strongly raised
the issue of mal-practices
being conducted in on-
line pharmacy trade and
alleged that primarily
Pharmeasy, Medlife, 1Mg,
Netmeds (now owned by
Reliance Group), Amazon
(foreign company owned
by Amazon) Flipkart
(owned by foreign compa-
ny Walmart) are conduct-
ing business practices in
contravention of provi-
sions of The Drug &
Cosmetics Act, 1940 and
misusing the e-commerce

landscape by operating
on rock bottom prices
with 30%-40% discount
and free shipping. It’s a
case of capital dumping
in these e-pharmacies by
foreign behemoths which
is proving extremely
detrimental to the future
of the lakhs of crores of
small chemists across the
country. The retail
chemists are the last mile
connectivity and emer-
gency provisioning is en-
sured by brick-and-mor-
tar retailers who in turn
also provide livelihood to
millions of retail phar-
macies, their families
and employees.

The CAIT has once
again reiterated while its
demand for issuance of a
fresh press note in lieu of
Press Note 2 of the FDI
policy to make Indian e-
commerce trade free
from all glitches and a
competitive level playing
field for all stakeholders
and formation of a
Regulatory Authority to
monitor and regulate e
commerce business in
India. CAIT National
Vice President Mr. Amar
Parwani  &  State

President  Mr. Jitendra
Doshi  said that mush-
rooming of e-pharmacy
is causing huge hard-
ships to the retail
chemists and distributors
in the wake of anti-com-
petitive practices like
capital dumping and deep
discounting leading to
predatory pricing. Brick
and Mortar medicine re-
tailers including retail
chemists and distributors
are the first points of
contact for needy patients
across the country. E-
pharmacies with their fi-
nancial backing by large
foreign players/funds
have started disrupting
brick and mortar retail-
ers due to the unmatched
and often unsustainable
pricing.

They further said that
It is important to note
that sale of prescription
drugs and medicines
through online medium
is illegal. The legal
regime, under Drugs &
Cosmetics Act, 1940, does
not permit home delivery
of prescription medi-
cines for which a pre-
scription “in original” is
required.

CAIT urge Govt to take action
against E-Pharmacy companies

Raipur, May 25: 

School Education
Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam organised by
Chhattisgarh Sanskrit
Vidya Mandalam at his
residence office for the
year 2021-2022 of High
School (9th, 10th) and
Higher Secondary (11th,
12th) Annual exam result
declared. 96.45 percent stu-
dents have got success in
the examination results.
Minister Dr. Tekam has
congratulated and wished
all the successful students
for their bright future. It is
noteworthy that the main
examinations of the ses-
sion 2021 -22 conducted by

Chhattisgarh Sanskrit
Vidyamandalam were con-
ducted in offline mode
keeping in mind the
Kovid-19. A total of 723 stu-
dents appeared in the pre-
medium first year (class
9th), which includes 405
boys and 318 girls. A total
of 669 students appeared
in the Pre-Madhyama
Second Year (Class 10th) in
which 393 boys and 276
girls took the examina-
tion. In class 10th, 186 boys
and 209 girls have passed
in first class, 202 boys and
63 girls in second class and
8 boys and one girl in third
class. Similarly, a total of
788 students appeared in
the first year (11th), which

includes 461 boys and 327
girls. A total of 701 stu-
dents appeared in the ex-
amination in the second
year (12th), which includes
434 boys and 267 girls. In
class 12th, 339 boys and 231
girls have passed in first
class, 110 boys and 40 girls
in second class and one
boy in third class. On this
occasion Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Sanskrit
Vidyamandalam Rajesh
Kumar Singh, Assistant
Director, Laxman Prasad
Sahu, Acharya Komal of
Arsh Jyoti Gurukul
Ashram Kosarangi
Mahasamund, Acharya
Santosh Sharma of Rajiv
Lochan Sanskrit
Vidyalaya Rajim, Acharya
Surendra Kumar of
Dudhadhari Math Raipur.
Officers-employees of
S a n s k r i t
Vidyalayamandalam and
students of Arsh Jyoti
Gurukul Ashram
Kosarangi Mahasamund
were also present.

Tekam declares result of Sanskrit
Vidyamandalam examination

 96.45 percent 
students were 
successful in the
examination

Raipur, May 25: 

The swearing-in ceremo-
ny of the new elected office
bearers of Laavanya
Foundation was held at the
Laavanya Foundation of-
fice located in New
Rajendra Nagar. Patron of
the institution Bharat
Bajaj, President Sandeep
Sharma, Vice-President
Jyotsna Diwan, Secretary
Smita Jain, Joint Secretary
Suresh Nagwani,
Treasurer Sarita Sharma,
Coordinator Padma
Sharma, Executive mem-
bers Dharamvir Singh and
Sahaj Wali were elected.
The President of the
Women’s Chamber Madhu
Arora has been appointed
as the Senior Advisor of
Laavanya Foundation, ad-
ministered the oath to the
office bearers present. 15 to
20 children of slum areas

adopted by Laavanya
Foundation also participat-
ed in this program and
were distributed study kits.
All these children are
being given free art educa-
tion here.

Along with the swearing-
in ceremony, the work done
by the foundation, current
and future plans were also
discussed. Dr. Ajay Sahai,
Dinesh Mishra, Ashok
Mishra, Chandra Prakash
Khatri, Amit Gupta, Mr.
Kshitij Dewan, Mrs.
Bharavi Vaishnav, Mrs.
Savita Maurya, Mrs.
Neelima Divakriti associat-
ed with the organization
were present. The people
present congratulated the
newly elected office bear-
ers and appreciated the so-
cial service work done by
Laavanya Foundation and
wished them a bright fu-
ture.

Newly elected office bearers of
Laavanya Foundation take oath

Raipur, May 25: 

More than 200 CAs
peacefully protested
against the misbehavior
of their CA professional
colleague in Gurugram
on  May 24th, 2022, at
CGST office Tikrapara
Raipur and submitted
memorandum to
Principal Commissioner
B.B. Mahapatra.

In this protest, Raipur
CA community president
Amitabh Dubey said on
behalf of 3000 CAs of en-
tire Chhattisgarh that we
oppose the action taken
in Gurugram with CA
profession partner with-
out doing a full investiga-
tion  It is not proper to
consider people prima
facie guilty, we are not
supporting any wrongdo-
ing, but if there are some
professional mistakes
while doing the work of
CA, then separate disci-
plinary action can be
taken for that but it is ap-
propriate to consider it
straight as criminal. No,
there is an atmosphere of
despair in the entire CA
profession due to this
type of action. In this
protest , many past chair-

men of Raipur branch
and vice chairman of
CIRC CA Kishore Bardia
were also present and
they also gave their sup-
port for this protest and a
written memorandum
was given to Principal
Commissioner B.B.
Mahapatra in which a
taxpayer in Gurugram
had taken a refund of
Rs15 crore, which was
called a bogus refund. In
this case, the Chartered
Accountants of the tax-
payer were arrested by
the department while the
refund taker was not

caught. This arrest has
angered the Chartered
Accountants of the
whole country.

He said that in this
case the department did
not take any action
against the refund taker
and refund issuer. All
the rules were not fol-
lowed before the arrest.
Generally CAs issues cer-
tificates on the basis of
complete documents and
if the sword of arrest
will hang on them for
this work then how will
they do their work. If
there is any complicity in

embezzlement or corrup-
tion, then action should
be taken against them,
but it is not proper to ac-
cuse a CA just for is-
suance of certificate.

In the memorandum
we have demanded that
the first action should be
taken against any as-
sessee because the client
is the owner of the busi-
ness, the work of the CA
depends on the document
provided by the client,
such as the document in
front of him. They will
work accordingly, it is
the job of the client to

provide the documents
and the CA also mentions
it in his certificate.

After hearing the
views of all the mem-
bers, Principal
Commissioner B.B.
Mahapatra assured that
as such incidents have
never happened in
Raipur in the past. He
said that the department
and the CA professional
have always worked to-
gether, in the same way,
we will continue with
this and have assured
that we will keep this dis-
cussion in front of our
higher officials in
Bhopal.

In the end, Vice
President Ravi Gwalani
asked Principal
Commissioner  that in fu-
ture to prevent such inci-
dents in Raipur, a com-
mittee should be formed
in which senior CAs and
officers of the depart-
ment of the city should
be members, so that the
Coordination Committee
should hear the problems
in future so that the pro-
fessional people have
their say. The Principal
Commissioner said to
consider it.

Jagdalpur, May 25: 

The bitter memories of
naxal attack at Jheeram
Valley on May 25, 2013 still
haunt the minds of people
in the state, especially the
family members of the
martyrs. Today on the oc-
casion of Jheeram Martyr
Memorial Day, Chief
Minister came all the way
to inaugurate Jheeram
Memorial in Jagdalpur.
Family members of the
martyrs were over-
whelmed with emotions to

have Chief Minister
amidst them on this impor-
tant occasion. Makdali’s
husband was martyred in
the Jheeram attack. When
she saw the statue of her
husband, she was over-
whelmed with emotions.
She held the statue of her
husband and started cry-
ing. Makdali said that her
husband has sacrificed his
life for the nation.
Government has estab-
lished the memorial to ho-
nour the memories of her
husband and other mar-

tyrs. It is an extremely
emotional moment for all
of us and it is a great as-
surance to have Chief
Minister with them in this
moment, said Makdali.
She thanked Chief
Minister saying that the
government has always
taken care of the families
of the martyrs. Her
son has been given
compassionate appoint-
ment in PWD.
Referring to the Jheeram
attack, Makdali told that
on the fateful day, when
she reached home from the
market, her daughter was
in front of the TV. She was
in tears when she told her
that there was an attack in
Jheeram and her father
was martyred. We still
shudder to remember that
moment, said Makdali.
This memorial built in the
honour of the martyrs of
Jheeram attack will re-
mind the coming genera-
tions of their sacrifices for
years to come.

CA community demonstrate in front of the Central GST Department
Protest against the arrest of 2 CAs in Gurugram by the GST Department

‘Jheeram Memorial will always remind
us of the sacrifice made by the martyrs’

 Tears rolled down
Makdali’s eyes as she
held the statue of her
martyr husband
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Pali, May 25: Summer
vacation is the best time
to relax and enjoyed with
everyone. School re-
mains close at this time
because of high tempera-
ture during this season.
Swami Atmanand
English Medium School
Pali has organised a on-
line summer camp from
17th May to 11th June 22
for the students. Miss
Rekha Jaltare(L) is the
incharge of these class-
es.

The classes for junior
section are yoga, PT ,
Gardening , Moral edu-
cation, English speaking
etc. so they can develop
themselves and enhance
their personality regard-
ing their interest.

Teacher's are taking
online summer classes
with an enthusiasm and
for the Higher section we
are having some interest-
ing classes like yoga, PT ,

Music, Maths activity,
Science activity and G.K.
for them so they can
enjoy their classes and
this helps students to de-
velop their self potential.

Most of the students

are interested in science
and our teacher's are tak-
ing science activity so
the students can also
practice some activity
with their own knowl-
edge. Teacher's are also

teaching students some
basic home applying
things. These skills are
required for developing
an all- rounder personali-
ty, said school Principal
D C Negi.

Central Chronicle News

Arang, May 25: Congress
councilors submitted a
memorandum to CMO
Saurabh Sharma, demand-
ing action in relation to
breaking the road construc-
tion done by the land mafia
and freeing the government
land and setting up a board
at the required place.

In the memorandum, the
councilors said that illegal
plotting is being done in-
discriminately under the
nose of the administration
in the Municipal Council
Arang border area. The in-
nocent people of the city
are being misled and they
are falling prey to fraud by
buying the plot being cut
on government land out of
ignorance, the councilors
said. Chief Municipal
Officer Saurabh Sharma

said on the memorandum
given by the councilors that
all the illegal plotting done
by the land mafia and the
road, way, drain and garden
has been built on the gov-
ernment land, it will be de-
marcated and freed by the
municipality. The Congress
councilors appealed to the
citizens of the city not to
fall in the trap of land mafia

and not to buy plots without
approval from RERA.
NAPA Vice President
Narsing Sahu, Councilors
Sharad Gupta, Diksha Suraj
Sonkar, Rammohan Lodhi,
Gauri Bai Devangan,
Dhaneshwari Khilwan
Nishad, Sameer Gori,
Deepak Chandrakar were
present to give the memo-
randum.

Schemes have ensured
social, economic rights 

of needy: Sharma
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 25: DCC
District President Rajiv
Sharma said that
Chhattisgarh is the first
state in the country, where
through 'Nyay Yojana', the
social and economic
rights of every individual
has been fulfilled.

It is in order to grant
justice to the farmers and
underprivileged sections
of the society, many steps
have been taken through
schemes and programmes
to raise their standard of
living and make them eco-
nomically stable.

The state government
under leadership of CM
Bhupesh Baghel is ex-
panding all schemes and
plans and stands commit-

ted to
make it
more ef-
f e c t ive.
he in-
f o r m e d
that the
state gov-
ernment

with intentions for jus-
tice 'Nyay' to all sections
of the society, launched
'Rajiv Gandhi Kissan
Nyay Yojana', 'Rajiv
Gandhi Gramin Krishi
Bhumiheen Mazdoor
Nyay Yojana' and
'Goudan Nyay Yojana and
distributed amount as in-
centives to the beneficiar-
ies and by doing so CM
Bhupesh Baghel fulfilled
his responsibilities in
strengthening rural 
economy.
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Two nabbed for looting a
shopkeeper of Rs 2 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 24: A
local shopkeeper Ashok
Dulhani after closing his
shop at Sanjay Bazar left in
his Scooty for his residence
in Kuharpara and mid-way
he stopped to have snacks
(gupchup) at 'Ustad
Gupchup' centre. He
parked his Scooty there
and when he returned he
found cash of Rs 2 lakh and
one silver coin missing. On
this Dulhani filed a com-
plaint at Kotwali Thana
and a case under section
379 was filed.

The Police on checking
the CCTV footage nabbed
two suspects viz. A. Anil
R/o Ganjam Odisha and
Karan Netam R/o
Mahasamund, after
gheraoing them in Sanjay
Bazar. On interrogation

both accepted to have lifted
Rs 2 lakh from the Scooty.
The Police recovered cash
of Rs 2.15 lakh and one sil-
ver coin from the Scooty
and seized one mobile
phone and a bike bearing
No. OD 32 E 5340 used in the
crime. The accused have
changed their number
plate of Pulser vehicle to
CG 08 4578 and then com-
mitted the crime. Both the
accused were produced in
the Court by Kotwali thana
and sent to jail. In this case

under guidance of DIG and
SSP Jitendra Singh Meena,
Addl. SP Omprakash
Sharma, city (SP)
Hemsagar Sidar formed a
team and based upon the
CCTV footage they zeroed
on to the accused and
nabbed them. T hey in-
formed the police that both
had been following him
since he left his shop and
finding an opportune mo-
ment they managed to loot
cash of Rs 2 lakh from his
Scooty.

Workshop on menstrual hygiene 
and management organized

Central Chronicle News

Konta/Sukma, May 25:
On May 25, a "menstrual
hygiene and management
workshop" was organized
in collaboration with
Sukma District
Administration, Health
Department and
Chhattisgarh V The People
Foundation.

In the workshop, in the
presence of officers and
employees of Health
Department, Women and
Child Development
Department, Mitanin
Program, National Rural
Livelihood Mission, WIPS
program, and other coordi-
nation departments, the
workshop was completed
by exchange of communi-
cation to change the behav-
ior and reduce misconcep-
tions in the subject of men-
strual hygiene. was done.
The workshop was inaugu-

rated by the chief guest
Mrs. Sheetal Harish
Kawasi.

An appeal was made by
the Civil Surgeon Sukma
and the Chief Medical
Officer to bring awareness
at the community level
about the need for menstru-
al hygiene, management
and to reduce the miscon-
ceptions.

Giving detailed informa-
tion about menstrual hy-

giene and management
through communication
and mutual dialogue by
Rajesh Baghel, District
Coordinator of
Chhattisgarh We The
People Foundation, an ap-
peal was made to bring
awareness through activi-
ties in the community
using sanitary napkin pads
or available cotton clothes. .

Describing menstrual
hygiene as a serious matter,

Chief Guest Mrs. Sheetal
Kawasi said that many seri-
ous diseases can be avoided
by taking care of cleanli-
ness during menstruation.

Appealing for distribu-
tion of free sanitary pads
in rural tribal and vulnera-
ble areas and making the
community aware, he said
that after this program,
there will definitely be a be-
havioral change in men-
strual hygiene in the area.

Chandrabhan Singh
Bansod CMHO, Yashwant
Kumar Dhruv Civil
Surgeon, Ms. Bismita
Patile DPO Women and
Child Development
Department, Malaria
Coordinator, Sector
Supervisor, Mitanin Block
Coordinator, Anganwadi
Worker, Mitanin, WIPS
Program Coordinator etc.
were present in the pro-
gram.

p Looted near
‘Gupchup’ centre 

Councilors submit memorandum
against illegal plotting

Rajiv-Sharma

More than 16000 farmers
avail loans of Rs 42 cr

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, May 25:
Farmers and farming
both are set to get a face
lift in the region, with
more than 16 thousand
farmers getting loans
worth more than 42
crores including cash and
material for cultivation.

It is noteworthy that in
the Rabi season, farmers
take paddy crop every
year in an area of 1.55
lakh hectares in
Dhamtari district and
this year also a target has
been fixed by the
Agriculture Department
for the cultivation of
paddy.

According to informa-
tion about 5000 farmers
are registered in

Dhamtari district and at
present, there are 74 soci-
eties in the district,
through which loans and
food items are being dis-
tributed to the farmers
for the preparation of
Rabi crop.

According to a senior
official of the concerned
department, as on May
23, about 16 thousand 437
farmers in the district
have taken a loan of 35
crore 96 lakh 24 thousand
in the form of cash, while
distribution of 9 crore 74
lakh 61 thousand in the
form of material has
been done. In this way,
against the target of dis-
tributing 270 crore loans,
till now, loans of 41 crore
farmers have been dis-
tributed.

Farmers Devendra
Patel, Keshav Devangan,
Narottam Sahu told that
there has been a huge
rush in cooperative soci-
eties to take loans includ-
ing taking fertilizer seeds
and in such a situation,
they are facing a lot of
problems due to the rush
and there has been a de-
mand to make it better so
that farmers can get
loans and fertilizer seeds
on time.

What officer says
Loans are being dis-

tributed to the eligible
farmers as per the re-
quirement of the soci-
eties. Till now no com-
plaint has been received
from anywhere. Shivesh
Mishra, Officer,
Cooperative Society

Mainkala bags first prize in essay competition
Central Chronicle News

G a u r e l l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, May 25:
Acharya Mahavir Prasad
Dwivedi National
Memorial Committee
jointly organized interna-
tional essay competition
for 12 to 18 year old chil-
dren, for India and
America unit. As per the
results, Mainkala Namdev
of Pendra, Chhattisgarh
and Ritwik Agarwal of
America were the win-
ners. Mankala Namdev
will be given a certificate
of Rs 21 hundred and
Ritwik will be given 50 dol-
lars in the award.

Similarly, the second
and third place winners
will also be rewarded with
certificates and cash

prizes. The names of the
winning children were an-
nounced by Ramakant
Kumar, India's chancery
chief in the US at an on-
line event.

He informed that in the
competition, Ritwik
Agarwal from America
category stood first and
Ayati Ojha stood second.
In India category,

Mainkala Namdev stood
first, Adya Gupta second
and Fatima Ansari third.
Essays by Tamil Nadu
participants Sanjana H,
Katyayani Trivedi,
Himanshi Singh, Gungun
Mishra, Shravan Kumar
Mishra, Shantanu Pandey
and Pankaj Kumar were
also appreciated.
Consolation prizes were

announced for all. The
winning children also
read out their essays. Dr.
Kripa Shankar Choubey,
the chief guest of the
prize distribution ceremo-
ny and chairman of the
Department of Mass
C o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
International Hindi
University, congratulated
all the winning children
and said that at a time
when the crisis is deepen-
ing in various genres of
Hindi, the children are
being organized by the
Acharya Dwivedi
National Memorial
Committee.

The President of the
America unit of the com-
mittee, Manju Mishra,
along with all the partici-
pating children, along

with the members of the
jury present in the pro-
gram,were Professor
Neelu Gupta (USA), Dr.
Padmavati (Chennai), Dr.
Bharti Singh (Noida) Mr.
Anupam Parihar
(Prayagraj). The program
was conducted by Mrs.
Rachna Srivastava, a sen-
ior member of the US unit
and Shonali Srivastava of
America presented
Saraswati Vandana in a
melodious voice.
Members of the American
unit Dr. Kusum Napsik,
Mrs. Mamta Tripathi,
Ganesh Dutt, Ms. Neelam
Singh, Mrs. Sangeeta
Dwivedi, Sudhir Dwivedi,
Karuna Shankar Mishra,
Abhishek Dwivedi, etc.
were present in the pro-
gram.

Online summer camp gets underway

PRESS CONFERENCE

Actresses Tridha Choudhury (R) and Anupriya Goenka
pose during a press conference for her Hindi language
web series ‘Aashram’ season 3, in Mumbai.

WATERLOGGED STREET

Vehicles wades through a waterlogged street after heavy rains at Bamunimaidan, in Guwahati, Wednesday.
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Char Dham yatra 
 Dehradun: The Char

Dham yatra was re-
sumed on Wednesday
morning as the weath-
er improved with pil-
grims waiting in
Sonprayag,
Gaurikund and
Jankichatti allowed to
proceed for the
Himalayan temples.
The pilgrimage had to
be halted temporarily
for the second consec-
utive day on Tuesday
due to snowfall and
rain on Char Dham
routes. The weather
turned normal on
Wednesday and pil-
grims who had been
asked to wait in
Sonprayag,
Gaurikund and
Jankichatti on way to
the temples for safety
reasons on Tuesday
were permitted to re-
sume their onward
journey, Kedarnath-
Badrinath temple
committee said.

Tiger carcass found
 Bahraich (UP):

Forest workers on pa-
trol duty have found a
tiger carcass in the
Katarnia range of
the Katarniaghat
Wildlife Division, of-
ficials said on
Wednesday.
Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO) Akash
Badhawan said the
estimated age of the
animal is around five
years, and the car-
cass was found at 4.30
pm on Tuesday. “No
parts of the tiger’s
body is missing.
Porcupine quills
were found in its
chest near the neck.

Six tourists killed
 Berhampur (Odisha):

At least six tourists
from West Bengal,
four of them women,
were killed and 40
were injured late on
Tuesday night when
the bus they were
travelling in rolled
down the road at
Kalinga Ghat in the
borders of
Kandhamal and
Ganjam districts of
Odisha, police said.
The incident took
place past midnight
near Durgaprasad vil-
lage in Ganjam and 15
people among the in-
jured are in serious
condition, the police
said on Wednesday.

Car-truck collision 
 Barabanki (UP):

Four people were
killed in a collision be-
tween a car and a
truck here, police said
on Wednesday. The in-
cident took place
around 8 pm on
Tuesday near Palhari
crossing in
Safdarganj area, they
said. The deceased
were identified as
Shabi Haider (40),
Amir Haider (42),
Anish Haider (45) and
one unidentified, all
residents of
Thakurganj district
in Bihar, Station
House Officer (SHO)
of Safdarganj Police
Station Abhishek
Tiwari said.

Burnt alive 
 Rishikesh: A caged

leopard which had
killed a woman re-
cently in Saplori vil-
lage of Pauri district
was burnt alive by
villagers, officials
said on Wednesday. A
case has been regis-
tered in connection
with the incident that
took place on
Tuesday against 150
people, including the
Gram Pradhan con-
cerned, under the
wildlife protection act
and other relevant
sections, conservator
of forests, Garhwal
circle, Nityanand
Pandey said.

Srinagar, May 25:

A group of Kashmiri
Pandits staged a demon-
stration in Jammu on
Wednesday in support of
the demand for the reloca-
tion of the community
members employed in
Kashmir under the prime
minister’s package, who
are on protest following
the killing of their col-
league, Rahul Bhat, by ter-
rorists earlier this month.

The protesters assem-
bled under the banner of
the newly-formed
Kashmiri Pandits United
Front in front of the statue
of Maharaja Hari Singh,

near the Tawi bridge in
the heart of Jammu, rais-
ing slogans against the
Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration and demand-
ing security to the commu-
nity members serving in
the valley under the prime
minister’s package.

“We have come here
(Jammu) to support the
protesting prime minis-
ter’s package employees
who are demanding their
relocation till the situation
improves in the valley,”
KPUF convenor Satish
Kissu, a retired govern-
ment officer, said.

He said the demand of
the Pandit employees is

genuine, keeping in mind
the killing of Bhat, who
was shot dead inside his
office in broad daylight in
the Chadoora area of cen-
tral Kashmir’s Budgam
district on May 12.

Condemning targeted
killings by terrorists,
Kissu said the security sit-
uation in the valley is not
conducive, as is evident
from the latest killing of a
policeman and injuries to
his minor daughter out-
side their house in
Srinagar on Tuesday.

Amid anti-Pakistan and
pro-India sloganeering,
the protesters accused the
government of holding the
prime minister’s package
employees hostage in the
valley.

“Bhat’s killing was the
result of the administra-
tion’s failure. He was
killed because of a securi-
ty lapse as his killers
walked into his office and
fled the scene without fac-
ing any resistance after
killing him. The incident
has sparked panic among
the community,” KPUF
spokesperson Kuldeep
Pandita said.

Kashmiri Pandits protest in Jammu,
step up ‘shift out of Kashmir’ demand

New Delhi, May 25:

Reacting to former
Union Minister Kapil
Sibal quitting the
Congress, party General
Secretary KC Venugopal
said that “people come and
go from our party” and did
not blame anyone for the
move. “He had already
written a letter to the
Party President. The letter
says that he firmly be-
lieved in the values of
Congress. He said nothing
else. Let him state his posi-
tion. Then I can say. The
resignation letter is of a
very high standard. People
come and go from our
party. This is a big party.
Some may be leaving the
party. May some going to
other parties. I am not
going to blame anybody

who left the party.
Congress has a vast
space,” Venugopal said.
He added, “The party will
be completely rebuilt. It in-
tends to go with a compre-
hensive re-organization. A
lot of guidelines are going
to come. Each person will
have a task.”

“During this regime,
the Central Government is
using the CBI, intelligence
and all other agencies to
eliminate political oppo-

nents. They are working to
eliminate other political
parties by using vicious
methods that have never
been used by any govern-
ment. It’s hard to survive.
But we have confidence.
The Congress has the
strength to overcome this.
The Congress also has
leaders for that. There will
be temporary setbacks
here and there. We will
study the problems. The
party will be strengthened
and taken forward bril-
liantly,” he said.

Sibal revealed today that
he has quit the Congress
party, dropping a bomb-
shell moments after filing
his nomination papers for
Rajya Sabha as an inde-
pendent candidate sup-
ported by the Samajwadi
Party.

People come and go, 
Cong reacts to Sibal quitting

Ahmedabad, May 25 (PTI):

Quota agitation leader
Hardik Patel’s move to
leave the Congress ahead
of the Gujarat Assembly
polls due later this year is
not likely to affect the
party’s prospects as he has
lost credibility, a senior
state Congress leader
claimed, while some politi-
cal analysts dubbed him as
not more than a “televi-
sion tiger”.

While the Congress had
benefited from Patel’s agi-
tation seeking reservation
for Patidars in 2017, his
community’s support to
the party dwindled after
he joined the Congress in
2019.

The Congress lost the
2017 Gujarat elections,
falling just short of nine
seats in the 182-member

Assembly, and was then
being seen as having the
potential to dethrone the
BJP, which has been in
power in the state for over
two decades .

But, the Congress now
has a tough task ahead to
take on the ruling BJP, say
political experts.

Patel, who had joined
the Congress in 2019, re-
signed from the party last
week.

However, state Congress
leaders say his move will
not affect the party’s
prospects.

“See the comments on
social media...all are
against Hardik’s move to
leave the Congress. He has
lost his credibility, state
Congress president
Jagdish Thakore claimed
while talking to PTI.

But, political analyst

Dilip Gohil said the
Congress’s position is al-
ready weak this time as
there is no such atmos-
phere like the Patidar
quota agitation had creat-
ed before the 2017 elec-
tions, which helped the
party increase its tally in
the state.

“In fact, data says most
of the Patidars did not
vote for the Congress in
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls
and subsequent panchayat

and civic polls, which the
BJP won in a grand man-
ner, he said.

So practically, on the
ground, Hardik’s move to
leave the Congress will
have no effect. He was a
favourite of the media dur-
ing the quota agitation,
hence his move to quit the
Congress made news. But,
he is more of a ‘television
tiger’ now, like leaders
used to be termed as
‘paper tigers’ during the
print media boom, Gohil
claimed.

He said the Congress is
facing other challenges
also, like the emergence of
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) in the state, and fail-
ing to create a momentum
so far in the campaign for
the forthcoming state
Assembly polls.

“The Congress was to

bring in Prashant Kishor
as a strategist and new
leaders like Naresh Patel,
but it has not happened so
far. Even an extremely
Leftist leader like Jignesh
Mevani will harm the
Congress, instead of help-
ing it as his views are not
likely to be appreciated in
the industrialised and
right wing-dominated
Gujarat, he claimed.

Earlier, Hardik Patel,
Alpesh Thakor and
Jignesh Mevani, products
of the caste-based agita-
tions in Gujarat in 2015,
had tried to create an anti-
BJP atmosphere in the
state before the 2017 polls.

After the quota agita-
tion, Thakor emerged as a
key leader opposing the in-
clusion of Patidars in
Other Backward Class
(OBC) quota list.

Hardik lost credibility by leaving Cong, is more of ‘TV tiger’: Political experts

Jammu, May 25 (PTI):

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday
evening met pace sensa-
tion Umran Malik here
and said the administra-
tion will take care of his
training and other facili-
ties. Malik, who received
his maiden call-up for the
national team for the up-
coming five-match T20
International home series
against South Africa start-
ing June 9, reached his
Jammu residence on
Monday after taking part
in the Indian Premier
League (IPL).

A large number of
youngsters visited the
pacer’s Malik Market resi-
dence through the day and

clicked selfies with him.
The cricketer, who is nick-
named ‘Jammu Express’,
was also seen waving at
the crowds from the bal-
cony of his house.

Malik picked up 21 wick-
ets in 13 games for
Sunrisers Hyderabad in
the IPL. However, it’s his

ability to bowl consistent-
ly at 95 miles per hour that
has caught the imagina-
tion of all and sundry with
calls for his immediate se-
lection in top-flight crick-
et. “The whole country is
proud (of Umran). The
government will take care
of his training and other

facilities,” Sinha told re-
porters after meeting
Malik. Asked whether the
government will provide
Malik a job, the LG said,
“There is a provision in
the sports policy and
whenever he wishes, the
government will provide
him this opportunity.”

A Raj Bhavan release
said Sinha congratulated
Malik for his selection in
Team India and appreciat-
ed his hard work. “His re-
markable achievement is a
proud moment for the en-
tire Jammu and Kashmir,
and it will motivate and in-
spire many more youths
from the UT (union terri-
tory) to follow his footsteps
and bring laurels to
Jammu Kashmir and the
country,” Sinha said.

J-K LG meets cricketer Umran Malik, says
administration will take care of his training

Bhubaneswar, May 25 (PTI):

As the ruling Biju
Janata Dal and opposition
BJP are engaged in a war
of words over the Puri
Heritage Corridor Project,
senior saffron party leader
Bijay Mohapatra targeted
the Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) and alleged
that the central agency
was responsible for the
mess. While demanding a
CBI probe into the entire
corridor project episode,
Mohapatra Tuesday said:
“The ASI remained silent
all along when the state
government demolished
mutts and also excavated
bug pits within 75 metres
from the protected monu-
ment like Shree
Jagannath Temple.” Had

ASI done its job properly
and raised an objection
from day one, this contro-
versy would not have
taken place, he said.

Mohapatra alleged that
the ASI had taken any ac-
tive interest in the project
from the beginning.

The senior BJP leader
said the ASI should have
set up a technical or expert
panel to examine the proj-
ect but it has not been
formed yet. The state gov-
ernment too could have set
up such a panel by consult-
ing the ASI, but it was
again not done, he said.

Mohapatra alleged that
the ASI “completely
failed” in discharging its
responsibility and powers
bestowed on it which has
led to a major controversy

today. It did not take any
step to stop or inspect the
project despite having the
powers to do so, he said.

This apart, Mohapatra
said that ASI’s counsel
was silent all along when
the Orissa High Court
took up the matter. The
ASI only participated in
the joint inspection follow-
ing a direction of the High
Court.

He also “blamed” the
ASI for not conducting im-
pact assessment survey,
ground assessment survey
and Ground Penetrating
Radar (GPR) survey at the
site before execution of
the work. “No one should
play politics with the
Jagannath Temple in Puri,
be it the party in power or
those in opposition.

BJP leader blames ASI for 
Puri Heritage Corridor fiasco

Srinagar, May 25 (PTI):

A baby girl, who was de-
clared dead soon after
being born at a Ramban
hospital but found alive an
hour after her burial, died
at a medical facility here
on Wednesday, officials
said.

Medical Superintendent
of the government-run G
B Pant Children Hospital
Dr Nazir Hussain
Choudhary said the baby
died at 6.30 am at the
neonatal intensive care
unit.

She was found alive
after her family had been
forced to dig up her grave
when local people in
Hollan village objected to
her burial at their grave-
yard.

The baby was admitted
to the Srinagar hospital on

Monday soon after she
was found breathing,
Choudhary told PTI.

“She was a premature
baby, had low birth weight
with respiratory distress
and was admitted in the
ICU at the hospital,” he
said.

The baby belonged to
Basharat Ahmad Gujjar
and Shameema Begum,
who had a normal delivery
on Monday morning at the
sub-district hospital in
Banihal, Jammu.

The baby was declared
dead after being born, fol-
lowing which her family
decided to bury her at
Hollan village.

However, when they
were returning to the hos-
pital, local people objected
to the burial, forcing the
family to dig out the grave
nearly an hour later.

Newborn, found alive after being
buried, dies at Srinagar hospital

Gurugram, May 25 (PTI):

The Special Task Force
probing a Rs 30 crore heist
in Gurugram on Tuesday
requested a court for per-
mission to conduct a lie de-
tector test on suspended
IPS office Dheeraj Setia,
an accused in the case.

The STF said Setia may
be concealing important
leads in the case.

Setia, who appeared in
the court, consented to the
polygraph test but de-
manded that it be conduct-
ed in Delhi-NCR, public
prosecutor Jagbir
Sehrawat said.

In the court of addition-
al district sessions judge
Tarun Singhal, the STF
sought permission for con-
ducting the test in a place
like Hyderabad or

Ahmedabad. The court is
expected to pronounce its
decision on the next hear-
ing on May 31. Setia is cur-
rently on bail.

The STF also took into
seven-day custody another
accused, Chetan Mann
alias Boxer, after getting
him on a production war-
rant from Delhi. Chetan
Mann is a close aide of key
accused and mastermind
of the heist, gangster
Vikas Lagarpuriya.

Two doctors and a Delhi
policeman are also ac-
cused in the case.

The incident had taken
place on August 4 last year.
The accused had broken
into a flat in Sector 84 here,
decamping with Rs 30
crore in cash. An office of
a private company was
being run from the flat.

Rs 30 crore heist: STF seeks to 
conduct polygraph test on 

suspended IPS officer Dheeraj Setia
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PROTEST MARCH

Policemen surround a vehicle carrying leaders of Pakistans key opposition as they try to
stop the car during a protest march toward Islamabad in Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday.

BILATERAL EXERCISE

The third edition of the Indian Navy – Bangladesh Navy Bilateral Exercise ‘Bongosagar’ commences at Port Mongla,
at the Bagerhat district in Bangladesh. The harbour phase of exercise is scheduled from 24-25 May which will be
followed by a sea phase in the Northern Bay of Bengal from 26-27 May. 

BRIEF
Emissions group

Davos (Switzerland):
U.S. climate envoy
John Kerry says the
U.S. and China are
making progress on
putting together a
group to work toward
quickly reducing
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Kerry told The
Associated Press dur-
ing the World
Economic Forum
meeting in Davos that
the the world’s two
largest emitters of
greenhouse gases are
close to agreeing on
the structure of the
group and how deci-
sions would be made.

Police raid 
Rio de Janerio:
Police in Rio de
Janeiro raided the
Vila Cruzeiro favela
before dawn Tuesday
in an operation that
prompted a fierce fire-
fight and state officials
said at least 11 people
died. The operation
was aimed at locating
and arresting criminal
leaders, some from
other states, police
said in a statement.
The statement said
agents were fired upon
while preparing their
incursion, that one
resident was shot and
killed on site.

Monkeypox risk 
Johannesburg: South
Africa has no monkey-
pox cases yet but the
risk of importation of
infection is a reality,
the National Institute
for Communicable
Diseases (NICD) has
said, amid concerns in
Europe over growing
infections. After the
World Health
Organization (WHO)
was notified of the
first case of monkey-
pox in the United
Kingdom with a trav-
eller from Nigeria af-
fected by it on May 13,
14 more countries re-
ported a total of 140
cases of the disease,
which was first identi-
fied in Africa some
time back.

Teen shot dead 
Jerusalem: Health
authorities said a 16-
year-old Palestinian
died early Wednesday
after being wounded
during clashes with
Israeli forces in the
occupied West Bank,
the latest in a wave of
violence that has per-
sisted for months. The
Palestinian health
ministry said Ghaith
Yamin was wounded
by a gunshot to the
head and died at a
hospital.

19 indicted 
Boston (US):
Nineteen people have
been indicted in a
complex money laun-
dering scheme to move
millions of dollars in
drug proceeds from
Colombian cartels
through U.S. banks,
federal prosecutors
said Tuesday.

Houston, May 25 (PTI):

In one of the worst
school shootings in
American history, an 18-
year-old gunman in body
armour massacred at
least 21 people, including
19 children and two
adults at an elementary
school in Texas state,
with an emotional

President Joe Biden urg-
ing lawmakers to “turn
this pain into action” to
control the powerful gun
lobby. The youth opened
fire at Robb Elementary
School in Uvalde town,
Texas, 134 km from San
Antonio, at about 11.30
AM on Tuesday before he
was killed by law enforce-
ment, officials said.

Investigators say the
suspect was armed with a
handgun, an AR-15 semi-
automatic rifle and high-
capacity magazines.

Texas Governor Greg
Abbott identified the
killer as Salvador Ramos,
a resident of the area
where the school was lo-
cated. The shooter’s mo-
tive remains unclear.

The teenager is sus-
pected of shooting his
grandmother at the start
of the rampage, US media
reports said.

“He shot and killed hor-
rifically, incomprehensi-
bly. Fourteen students
and a teacher were
killed,” Abbott said. Later
the toll was raised to 19
children and two adults
dead. Two law enforce-
ment officers were shot
but are expected to recov-
er, Abbott said.

Names of the deceased
and other details were yet
to be released. According
to the school website, its
students are aged be-
tween 5 years and 11
years.

Texas school massacre: 19 children,
2 adults shot dead, several critical

People leave the Uvalde Civic Center following a

shooting earlier in the day at Robb Elementary School,

in Uvalde, Texas. 

Kyiv, May 25 (AP):

Workers digging
through the rubble of an
apartment building in
Mariupol found 200 bodies
in the basement,
Ukrainian authorities, as
more horrors come to light
in the ruined city that has
seen some of the worst suf-
fering of the 3-month-old
war.

The bodies were decom-
posing and the stench
hung over the neighbour-
hood, said Petro
Andryushchenko, an ad-
viser to the mayor. He did
not say when they were
discovered, but the sheer
number of victims makes
it one of the deadliest
known attacks of the war.

Heavy fighting, mean-
while, was reported in the
Donbas, the eastern indus-
trial heartland that
Moscow’s forces are intent
on seizing. Russian troops
took over an industrial
town that hosts a thermal
power station, and intensi-
fied efforts to encircle and
capture Sievierodonetsk
and other cities.

Twelve people were

killed by Russian shelling
in the Donetsk region of
the Donbas, according to
the regional governor. And
the governor of the
Luhansk region of the
Donbas said the area is
facing its most difficult
time in the eight years
since separatist fighting
erupted there.

The Russians are ad-
vancing in all directions at
the same time. They
brought over an insane
number of fighters and

equipment,” the governor,
Serhii Haidai, wrote on
Telegram. The invaders
are killing our cities, de-
stroying everything
around. He added that
Luhansk is becoming like
Mariupol.

Mariupol was relentless-
ly pounded during a near-
ly three-month siege that
ended last week after some
2,500 Ukrainian fighters
abandoned a steel plant
where they had made their
stand. Russian forces al-

ready held the rest of the
city, where an estimated
100,000 people remain out
a prewar population of
450,000, many of them
trapped during the encir-
clement with little food,
water, heat or electricity.

At least 21,000 people
were killed in the siege, ac-
cording to Ukrainian au-
thorities, who have ac-
cused Russia of trying to
cover up the horrors by
bringing in mobile crema-
tion equipment and by
burying the dead in mass
graves.

During the assault on
Mariupol, Russian
airstrikes hit a maternity
hospital and a theater
where civilians were tak-
ing shelter. An Associated
Press investigation found
that close to 600 people
died in the theater attack,
double the figure estimat-
ed by Ukrainian authori-
ties.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy ac-
cused the Russians of wag-
ing total war and seeking
to inflict as much death
and destruction as possi-
ble on his country.

Ukraine: 200 bodies found in basement in Mariupol’s ruins

Residents carry out furniture from houses ruined by shelling
in Borodyanka, Ukraine.

Seoul, May 25 (AP):

North Korea test-
launched a suspected in-
tercontinental ballistic
missile and two shorter-
range weapons into the
sea Wednesday, South
Korea said, hours after
President Joe Biden ended
a trip to Asia where he
reaffirmed the US com-
mitment to defend its al-
lies in the face of the
North’s nuclear threat.

If confirmed, it would
be North Korea’s first
ICBM launch in about two
months amid stalled nu-
clear diplomacy with the
United States. Breaking
its 2018 moratorium on
long-distance launches,
North Korea in March
claimed to have test-
launched its longest-range
missile as part of its devel-
opment of functioning nu-
clear-armed missiles that
can reach the American
homeland.

The launches took place
as North Korea made a
much-disputed claim that

its first domestic COVID-
19 outbreak was weaken-
ing.

After an emergency na-
tional security council
meeting, the South
Korean government said
North Korea fired a sus-
pected ICBM and two
short-range ballistic mis-
siles.

North Korea’s sustained
provocations can only re-

sult in stronger and faster
South Korea-US combined
deterrence and can only
deepen North Korea’s in-
ternational isolation, the
South Korean government
statement said. (Our) gov-
ernment is maintaining
constant readiness to
strongly and effectively re-
spond to any kind of
North Korean provoca-
tion.

Seoul: N Korea fires suspected
ICBM and 2 other missiles

In this photo provided by South Korea Defense Ministry,
South Korean Air Forces F-15K fighters perform an
elephant walk at an unidentified air base in South Korea.
North Korea test-launched a suspected intercontinental
ballistic missile and two shorter-range weapons into the
sea Wednesday, South Korea said.

Washington, May 25 (AP):

With Congress dead-
locked over how to address
racism and excessive use
of force, President Joe
Biden plans to sign an ex-
ecutive order on policing
Wednesday, the second an-
niversary of George
Floyd’s death. The deci-
sion reflects Biden’s strug-
gle to use the limited pow-
ers of his office to advance
his campaign promises, as
well as his attempt to
strike a balance between
police and civil rights
groups at a time when ris-
ing concerns about crime
are eclipsing calls for re-
form. Most of the order is
focused on federal law en-
forcement agencies for ex-
ample, requiring them to

review and revise policies
on use of force. It would
also create a database to
help track officer miscon-
duct, according to the
White House. Although
the administration cannot
require local police depart-
ments to participate in the
database, which is intend-
ed to prevent problem offi-
cers from hopping from
job to job, officials are
looking for ways to use fed-
eral funding to encourage
their cooperation.

In addition, the order
would restrict the flow of
surplus military equip-
ment to local police.

The public announce-
ment is scheduled for the
first day after Biden’s re-
turn from his first trip to
Asia as president.

Biden to sign policing order 
on anniversary of Floyd’s death

Bangkok, May 25 (AP):

At least 16 people from
Myanmar’s Rohingya mi-
nority have died after a
storm capsized the boat
they were travelling on to
seek refuge in another
country, officials and a re-
covery team member said
Tuesday.

There were 35 survivors
of Saturday’s accident
that took place Saturday
off Myanmar’s southwest-
ern coast and four people
were missing, the officials
said.

UNHCR, the U.N.’s
refugee agency, expressed
shock and sadness about
the accident in a statement
and said at least 17

Rohingya, including chil-
dren, had died. The boat
left the western state of
Rakhine last Thursday
and encountered bad
weather two days later off
Ayeyarwaddy Region on
Myanmar’s southwestern
coast, causing it to capsize,
the statement said.

The Rohingya, a Muslim
minority, have long been
persecuted in Myanmar.
More than 700,000
Rohingya have fled the
country to neighboring
Bangladesh since August
2017 to escape the brutal
counterinsurgency cam-
paign of Myanmar’s mili-
tary following an attack by
a Rohingya insurgent
group in Rakhine State.

Boat carrying Rohingya fleeing
Myanmar capsizes, killing 16

F
or the past ten

years, NASA's

Curiosity rover has

been trundling

around the surface

of Mars, taking pho-

tos in its quest to

understand the his-

tory and geology of

the red planet and

perhaps even find

signs of life.

Last week it took a

photo which ap-

peared to show a

doorway carved

into the rock. It's the

sort of thing that on

Earth might indi-

cate an under-

ground bunker,

such as an air-raid

shelter.

Seeing is not 
always believing

At first sight, the picture is
totally convincing. At second
sight, maybe not. The passage
seems to go in only a short
way before the steeply de-
scending roof meets the floor.

And then those killjoys at
NASA tell us its only about 45
cm high. Still, who said
Martians had to be the same
height as us? But then geolo-
gists point out several
straight-line fractures can be
seen in this site, and the door-
way is where they happen to
intersect.

Such a pity. It would have
been so exciting if it had been
a real doorway. Instead it joins
the face on Mars, the spoon on
Mars, the cube on the Moon,
and all the other things seen in
photos from space that turn
out not to be as exciting as we
thought.

Faces in the clouds
Worse, the doorway joins

the even longer list of wacky
images like the cornflake that
looks like Australia, the cats
that look like Hitler, and so on.
And who hasn't seen a face in
the clouds?

The sad fact is that when
presented with an unclear or
unfamiliar image, humans try
to turn it into a familiar-look-
ing object. Scientists call our
tendency to do this pareidolia.

It's easy to understand why
it happens. We likely evolved
this tendency because spotting
important things like preda-
tors or faces, even when the
light is poor or they are partly
obscured, gave us an advan-

tage. And getting false posi-
tives seeing a predator where
there is none is better than not
seeing a predator who then
eats you.

No signs of life
Reasonable explanations

won't deter the conspiracy the-
orists who say the doorway re-
ally is evidence of life on
Mars, and maintain that scien-
tists are engaged in some sort
of cover-up.

If I were trying to do a cover-
up, I wouldn't be releasing the
photos! So a conspiracy does-
n't seem very likely.

But there's also a lesson here
for serious searchers for alien
life. As astronomer Carl Sagan
said, extraordinary claims re-
quire extraordinary evidence.

Following this maxim, sci-
entists seeking evidence of
extra-terrestrial life demand
much stronger evidence, than,
say, someone looking for a geo-
logical formation. And despite
decades of searching for evi-
dence of life on Mars, we have
found nothing.

It is still possible there may
once have been life on Mars.
We may yet find some fos-
silised relics of ancient cellu-
lar life. But suddenly finding
an artefact such as a doorway,
or a spoon, seems unlikely.

The bigger picture
There's a similar story

with the broader search for
extra-terrestrial intelligence
(SETI). For years, SETI scien-
tists have been searching the
skies for signals from other
civilisations, but so far we
have found nothing. But
nearly all our searches have

been on the nearest few stars,
and so in a sense the search
has barely started.

Meanwhile, we continue to
be bombarded with photos
purporting to show UFOs
(Unidentified Flying Objects)
or UAP (Unidentified Aerial
Phenomena).

The vast majority of these
photos are probably fakes, or
mistaken photos of familiar
objects such as weather bal-
loons. But as scientists, we
must keep an open mind. In
among the rubbish, perhaps
there may be one or two pho-
tos or videos that really could
stretch our current knowl-
edge.

The problem is that if
someone presents me with a
photo purporting to show a
flying saucer, I know that the
odds overwhelmingly favour
it being a fake, and so I'm
likely to dismiss it rather
than wasting my time exam-
ining it carefully. But suppos-
ing I'm wrong?

Similarly, when we see a
doorway, or a face, or a
spoon, on Mars, it's all too
easy to dismiss it out of
hand. But we must remain
alert to the possibility that
one day we might find ar-
chaeological evidence of past
life on Mars.

Admittedly, this seems
very unlikely. But not impos-
sible. It would be a terrible
loss if, among all our careful
searching through the data,
we missed the thing we had
been searching for because it
was too easily dismissed as a
trick of the light.
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Keep an eye out 
for Monkeypox

The latest outbreak of
Monkeypox in some areas has
sent shockwaves around the
world at a time when the entire
world is slowly recovering to nor-
malcy following the COVID-19
epidemic. According to the World
Health Organization (WHO),
more than 80 cases of
Monkeypox have been confirmed
in at least 12 countries. There
have been 110 confirmed and
suspected cases of Monkeypox
outside of the endemic zones, ac-
cording to the most recent data
accessible on the dashboard.
Despite the fact that no in-
stances have been reported here,
India is taking all precautions
and monitoring the current spike
in Monkeypox cases that has
spread in Europe, the US, Canada
and Australia. Monkeypox is a
rare disease that is caused by in-
fection with the Monkeypox
virus, which belongs to the same
family as smallpox. Monkeypox
is not as serious as smallpox, ac-
cording to medical specialists.
Currently, no treatment is avail-
able for Monkeypox, but it can be
treated with a vaccination devel-
oped for smallpox, as well as
many antivirals. Vaccination
against smallpox has been
proven to be 85% effective in
preventing Monkeypox.
However, the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
states that there is no known,
safe treatment for the
Monkeypox virus infection. The
WHO clearly says swollen lymph
nodes are a hallmark of
Monkeypox. The Monkeypox dis-
ease is now slowly taking over
different countries of the world.
Scientists are keeping a close
eye on the virus and its spread.
It's possible that the Monkeypox
virus will make its way to India,
posing significant challenges to
the healthcare sector. Even
though there have been no con-
firmed cases, we must remain
vigilant and educate the public
about the risks and steps to take
if Monkeypox is detected. 

KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr  VVeeppaakkoommmmaa,,
HHyyddeerraabbaadd  

High-level inquiry 
Naturally after the Batadraba

Police Station burning incident
there will be hue and cry from
the Opposition to constitute a
high-level inquiry commission to
probe the high-voltage incident
which has sent shockwaves
throughout the state. I, as a sen-
ior secular citizen of the state,
humbly suggest the names of the
following to be a part of the said
commission and they are Akhil
Gogoi, Aminul Islam, Bhupen
Bora, Ripun Bora, Lurinjyoti
Gogoi, Sherman Ali and Ajit
Bhuyan. Their priceless reports
and suggestions will no doubt
ensure safe passage of the sons
and daughters of the soil to else-
where in India like the Kashmiri
Pandits. In no way any person as-
sociated with pro-CAA move-
ment and people from RSS back-
ground should be included in the
above list as they are communal
and anti-national. AASU and
AJYCP are requested to render a
helping hand in this regard. 

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

BBaarraacckk  OObbaammaa
@@BBaarraacckkOObbaammaa

Across the country, parents
are putting their children to
bed, reading stories, singing
lullabies—and in the back of
their minds, they’re worried
about what might happen
tomorrow after they drop
their kids off at school, or take
them to a grocery store or any

other public space.

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

I asked a billionaire why he didn’t
wear brands? He replied “Why spend
millions on clothing that will wash out,
wear down or get lost, when you can
save the money to invest in real estate
or open a business? Brands don’t
define me. My work, my values do!”

DDhhaarrmmeennddrraa  PPrraaddhhaann@@ddpprraaddhhaannbbjjpp

Pained to learn about the loss of
lives in a bus accident near Kalinga
Ghat on Ganjam-Kandhamal bor-
der. My thoughts are with their
families. I also pray for the early
recovery of all those injured in this
unfortunate incident.

VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt
KKaammaallaa  HHaarrrriiss@@VVPP

Enough is enough. As a
nation, we must have the
courage to take action and
prevent this from ever hap-
pening again. It is long past
time for our country to
stand up to the gun lobby
and pass reasonable gun

safety laws.

OOffffiiccee  ooff  LLGG  JJ&&KK@@OOffffiicceeOOffLLGGJJaannddKK

In Jammu, met the wife & father of Rahul Bhat and offered my deepest condolences to the family. The UT
government stand shoulder to shoulder with the family and assured them of all possible assistance.

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp
Horrific Texas school gun shooting is
27th school shooting in US this year
alone. And we are still only in May.
Just awful to even think of what par-
ents of kids must be going through.
Name of shooter: Salvador Ramos.
Madness exists in ALL societies.
Fight it TOGETHER. Prayers.

I ndia’s strategy at Davos in 2022 is significantly different from
previous years. The Indian delegation led by Commerce and

Industry Minister Piyush Goyal is making extra efforts to improve
internal coordination. The government wants that the delegation
speak in one voice during discussions with various global investors
mainly on issues like India’s stand on Ukraine, gas purchase, wheat
exports and PLI schemes. To underline the recent steps taken by
the government to promote investments at a national as well as re-
gional level, ministers from several state governments including
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, and Madhya
Pradesh are in Davos to meet global investors. Besides Goyal, two
more union ministers -- Mansukh Mandaviya and Hardeep Singh
Puri -- as well as nearly 100 business leaders from India are also
participating in the event. Industry leaders and the government be-
lieve that India must promote itself as a stable, reformist and grow-
ing economy especially against the backdrop of the war in Ukraine,
which is weighing heavy on Europe. To say the least, there is a
sense of gloom among many business leaders as energy shortage
and economic recession rear their heads. Political and business
leaders are fearful of Europe's economic future. The World
Economic Forum's Chief Economists Outlook report has warned of
dire human consequences from the fragmentation of the global
economy as developing economies face trade-offs between the
risks of debt crisis and securing food and fuel. While inflation ex-
pectations are highest in the US, followed by Europe and Latin
America, further declines in real wages are predicted in both high-
and low-income economies. Further, the report flagged that the
world is facing the worst food insecurity in recent history especially
in the Middle East and North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa and South
Asia. Multinationals are re-aligning supply chains along geopolitical
fault lines, risking a new economic iron curtain and further price
spirals. The Indian contingent is brimming with confidence when it
comes to share their story of fighting the COVID-19 pandemic and
attracting more investments. Hailing India for ramping up its
COVID-19 vaccine manufacturing at the right time and for ensuring
supplies to the rest of the world, leaders at the World Economic
Forum say everyone else needs to follow the Indian model to en-
sure vaccine equity and wider inoculation. India, on its part, has as-
sured the world that it was determined to become the global vac-
cine capital and it is now in a position to ensure adequate supply to
other nations. Several Indian CEOs as well as government leaders
feel that there is a strong need to focus on creating necessary infra-
structure for fighting any future pandemic and also to effectively
defeat the existing one. The government leaders and their associ-
ates are also confident that India will be able to tell the world that
their approach towards the Ukraine crisis has been the most bal-
anced, even as a vast majority of the world leaders are expected to
take on Russia strongly for waging the war. The unfolding political
situation in India in the run up to the Lok Sabha elections of 2024,
and various state polls before that, would also be of keen interest
for the global leaders.

India walking the extra
mile in Davos

W orkforce in India is being crushed between inflation and job-
lessness chiefly on account of wrong policy stance of the

Narendra Modi government and the pandemic may be just an addi-
tional excuse. Retail inflation (CPI) in April soared to a 8-year high, ie
the entire period of Modi Raj, and touched 7.79 per cent as against 8.3
per cent in May 2014, which he had strongly criticized during his elec-
tion campaign. In place of the promise of providing one crore job
every year, his government actually delivered unprecedented level of
joblessness in decades, further exacerbated by the pandemic. High
taxes on petrol and diesel, high administered prices, and high GST
rates have all along fuelling the rise of inflation, apart from the rising
food prices, the downturn in labour market started with the policy ex-
periment of demonetization in November 2016, could never been
stopped. Job situation has never been worse. Both unemployment
and labour force participation suffered historical decline during Modi
Raj. The pandemic and other domestic and external factors did have
it impact and the government seemed to be stupefied. Rethinking on
its old wrong priorities was required but the centre continued with
them, and in several cases vigorously followed them.  The worsening
market condition with price rise and inflation and labour market de-
terioration with large number of job loss, declining opportunity of
jobs, and rising unemployment hast become the characteristic fea-
tures of the entire Modi rule. No money in hand and little opportunity
of getting jobs have made the life of our workforce miserable.  The
month of April 2022 though witnessed substantially increased activi-
ties in the labour market, the additional jobs that became available
were inadequate compared to the demand. A large number of the
frustrated people who have left the labour market and had stopped
even searching for jobs resumed their search, though the search has
become costly, the unemployment rate has increased compared to
7.88 per cent in April compared to 7.57 per cent in March, according
to the latest CMIE assessment.  The labour force increased by 8.8 mil-
lion from 428.4 million in March to 437.2 million in April. It was a sub-
stantial increase in the recent months, especially after a fall of 12 mil-
lion in the preceding three months. This increase was far below the
loss which should be taken into consideration.  Employment expand-
ed by only 7 million in April, which was less by 1.8 million increase in
the labour force. The increase in employment had also come after
three consecutive months of decline in employment, according to
CMIE data, which also reveals that employment had fallen by 10 mil-
lion from 406 million in December 2021 to 396 million in March 2022.
In April, it reached to 403 million, only to recover a part of the fall.
Thus the number of unemployed persons rose to 34.2 million, which
includes the 1.8 million increase (increase in labour force minus ex-
pansion in employment) in the count of the unemployed in April 2022.
April 2022 also saw a 2.3 million increase in the count of those who
stated that they were unemployed and were willing to work if work
was made available to them but were not actively looking for employ-
ment. The count of these rose to 19.5 million in April 2022.  The agri-
culture sector shed 5.2 million jobs in April. Part of this decline in
labour force was due to winding of rabi harvesting season, shrivelling
of the wheat crop, and the consequent decline in wheat production.
Wheat production is expected to have fallen by between 10 and 20
per cent this year because of intense heat wave. It is a very serious
concern, and the Centre has already banned exports of wheat to
avoid food insecurity of the country. Since the recent rise in CPI infla-
tion was chiefly due to rise in prices of food articles, the wheat pro-
duction fall indicates that its prices will increase in near future which
may push up the prices of rice also due to shift in demand. The fur-
ther rise in inflation can thus not be ruled out.  

Workforce being 
crushed between 

inflation & joblessness
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A waiter serves a sushi boat platter to a table at a Japanese restaurant in Ahmedabad.

Did NASA find a mysterious doorway on Mars?

SSaannjjaayy  DDuutttt@@dduuttttssaannjjaayy

Through thick and thin, you were
always there to guide and protect
me. You were my strength, inspi-
ration and support in every
need... the best a son could ask
for. You will always be in my
heart Dad, I miss you! 

SUSHI BOAT PLATTER

RAY NORRIS
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BRIEF

Fake seeds

New Delhi: Ahead of
sowing of kharif
crops, Agriculture
Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar on
Tuesday said farmers
should get quality
seeds on time and
state governments
should strictly curb
sale of fake seeds.
Addressing a national
webinar, Tomar said
the state govern-
ments, along with the
Centre, should pre-
pare a roadmap for the
next 10-15 years for
building a seed chain.
"It should be ensured
that the farmers get
timely supply of good
quality seeds. State
governments should
strictly curb black
marketing and those
selling fake seeds," an
official statement
quoted Tomar saying
in the webinar. If the
seed is good, then the
future is good.

Coal output
New Delhi: The coal
ministry said all ef-
forts are being made to
further boost output
and dispatch of coal,
and that production of
the dry fuel jumped
over 36 per cent in the
first half of May. The
ministry's statement
comes against the
backdrop of certain
parts of the country
grappling with power
outages due to short-
age of coal for power
plants. "During the
first half of May 2022,
total coal production
increased to 33.94
Million Tonnes (MT)
achieving a growth of
36.23 per cent over the
production of 24.91
MT during the same
period last year," the
ministry said in a
statement.

Supply chain 

Davos: As the COVID
pandemic and the
Ukraine conflict put
pressure on supply
chains globally, top in-
dustrialist Kumar
Mangalam Birla on
Wednesday said some
of these concerns can
be addressed by ex-
ploring other source
countries but globali-
sation is here to stay.
He was speaking dur-
ing a session on
'Balancing globalisa-
tion and resilience in
a time of crisis' at the
World Economic
Forum Annual
Meeting 2022.

E-scooters
Mumbai: Expanding
its electric scooter
portfolio, Komaki
Electric  launched two
advanced models -- DT
3000 and LY -- priced at
Rs 1.22 lakh and Rs
88,000 onwards, re-
spectively. The DT
3000 comes with a
unique battery while
the high-speed LY
with anti-skid func-
tions, the company
said in a release.
Komaki Electric in
January this year
rolled out its first bat-
tery-powered cruiser
motorcycle Ranger
and e-scooter Venice.

New Delhi, May 25: 

India will agree to the
WTO's proposed agree-
ment on fisheries subsi-
dies provided the deal is
equitable and does not
lock member countries
into a disadvantageous po-
sition in perpetuity, gov-
ernment sources said on
Wednesday. Members of
the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) are
negotiating the agreement
with the objective of curb-
ing harmful subsidies to
promote sustainable fish-
ing.

Hectic parleys are going
on in Geneva to bridge dif-
ferences on the proposal to
reach an agreement by the
12th ministerial confer-
ence, starting from June
12. "India is committed to
concluding the negotia-

tions so long as it provides
space for equitable growth
and freedom in developing
fishing capacities for the
future without locking
members into disadvanta-
geous arrangements in
perpetuity," sources said.

However, they added
that convergence is hap-
pening in areas of differ-
ence and India is actively
involved in that process.
"We hope that there can be
an outcome because every-
body has put in a lot of ef-
fort and we hope that
something will emerge
which will be an outcome
and which will be a win-
win for everybody," one of
the sources said. The chair
of the negotiations,
Ambassador Santiago
Wills of Colombia, has
called a week-long meeting
- Fish Decision Week - of

member countries from
May 30 to resolve the is-
sues. India has highlighted
that developing countries
not engaged in distant
water fishing should be ex-
empted from overfishing
subsidy prohibitions for at
least 25 years as the sector
is still at a nascent stage.
The source said that India
is keen to finalize the fish-
eries agreement in the up-
coming MC-12 because ir-
rational subsidies and
overfishing by many coun-
tries are hurting Indian
fishermen and their liveli-
hood.

"Countries like India,
which are yet to establish
large fishing capacities,
cannot be expected to sac-
rifice their future policy
space because some mem-
bers provided consider-
able subsidies to overex-

ploit fisheries resources
and are able to continue to
engage in unsustainable
fishing," they said. India
needs to have the neces-
sary policy space for devel-
oping the sector, and suffi-
cient time to put in place
systems to implement the
disciplines under overca-
pacity and overfishing;
and illegal, unreported un-
regulated fishing. India
has strongly reiterated its
position on non-specific
fuel subsidies, a higher
transition period of up to
25 years under special and
differential treatment for
developing countries, pro-
hibition of subsidies for
distant water fishing, pro-
tection for artisanal and
small-scale fisheries and
exemption up to the mar-
itime limit 200 nautical
miles.

WTO’s fisheries pact
should provide space for

equitable growth: Sources Davos, May 25:  

Advanced economies
will be back on track by
2024, but developing
economies will be 5 per
cent below where they
would have been other-
wise, IMF's Gita Gopinath
said on Wednesday.
Economies worldwide
have been adversely im-
pacted by the coronavirus
pandemic and are slowly
coming back into the re-
covery path. The First
Deputy Managing
Director of the
International Monetary
Fund said the war in
Ukraine has been a major
setback to the global recov-
ery. "We had a serious
downgrade to the global
growth rate and the world
continues to face head-
winds because we have a
cost of living crisis. Prices
of commodities including

fuel and food are going up
around the world," she
said. Gopinath said cen-
tral banks are trying to
tackle this high level of in-
flation and are raising in-
terest rates sharply, which
they need to do, but that
will also have conse-
quences for global finance
and trade. She was speak-
ing at a special session on
'What next for global
growth?' during the World
Economic Forum Annual
Meeting 2022. Gopinath
said there are very diver-

gent recoveries around the
world. "While advanced
economies, as per our esti-
mates, will basically get
back to where they would
have been in absence of
pandemic in 2024, but
emerging and developing
economies would be 5 per
cent below where they
would have been in the ab-
sence of the pandemic,"
she said.

The panelists discussed
that the recovery from the
COVID-19 crisis has been
deeply uneven within and
between countries, depend-
ing on their access to fiscal
resources and vaccines. As
food, fuel and resource
crises now risk further de-
railing an equitable recov-
ery, they discussed how a
broader set of foundations
for growth can ensure long-
term economic prosperity
and a return to interna-
tional convergence.

Advanced economies
to be back on track by

2024: Gopinath

New Delhi, May 25: 

The government on
Tuesday imposed restric-
tions on sugar exports
from June 1, a move aimed
at increasing availability
of the commodity in the
domestic market and curb-
ing price rise. "Export of
sugar (raw, refined and
white sugar) is placed
under restricted category
from June 1, 2022 on-
wards," the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) said in a notifica-
tion. However, it said that
these restrictions would
not be applicable on sugar
being exported to the EU
and the US under CXL and
TRQ. A specified amount
of sugar is exported to
these regions under CLX
and TRQ. In a statement,
the government said that
with a view to maintain
domestic availability and
price stability of sugar in

the country during sugar
season 2021-22 (October-
September), it has been de-
cided to regulate the sugar
exports with effect from
June 1.

"The government has
decided to allow export of
sugar up to 100 LMT (lakh
metric tonnes) with a view
to maintain the domestic
availability and price sta-
bility during the sugar
season 2021-22 (October-
September)," it said. "As
per the order issued by
DGFT, with effect from 1st
June, 2022 till 31st October,
2022, or till further order,
whichever is earlier, the
export of the sugar will be

allowed with specific per-
mission of the Directorate
of Sugar, Department of
Food and Public
Distribution," it said. The
latest decision also comes
against the backdrop of
record exports of sugar.

In sugar seasons 2017-
18, 2018-19 and 2019-20,
only about 6.2 LMT, 38
LMT and 59.60 LMT of
sugar was exported, the
statement said. However,
in the sugar season 2020-21
against a target of 60 LMT
about 70 LMT have been
exported.

In the current sugar sea-
son 2021-22, contracts for
export of about 90 LMT
have been signed, about 82
LMT sugar has been dis-
patched from sugar mills
for export and about 78
LMT have been exported.
Export of sugar in the cur-
rent sugar season 2021-22
is the historically highest,
the statement said.

Govt imposes restrictions on
sugar exports from June 1

New Delhi, May 25: 

Around 14.05 lakh new
members joined the ESIC-
run social security scheme
in March 2022 against
12.70 lakh in the previous
month, according to offi-
cial data released on
Wednesday. The latest data
is part of a report, Payroll
Reporting in India: An
Employment Perspective -
March 2022, released by
the National Statistical
Office (NSO).

It showed that the gross
new enrolments with
Employees' State
Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) were 1.49 crore in
2021-22 against 1.15 crore
in 2020-21, 1.51 crore in
2019-20 and 1.49 crore in
2018-19. From September
2017 to March 2018, around
83.35 lakh new subscribers
joined the ESIC scheme.
The report said gross new
enrolments with ESIC
from September 2017 to
March 2022 were 6.48

crore. The NSO report is
based on the payroll data
of new subscribers of var-
ious social security
schemes run by ESIC, the
Employees' Provident
Fund Organisation
(EPFO) and Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development Authority
(PFRDA).

According to the report,
net new enrolments with
retirement fund body
EPFO stood at 15.32 lakh
in March 2022, up from
12.84 lakh in February
2022. It showed that from
September 2017 to March
2022, around 5.28 crore
(gross) new subscribers
joined the Employees'
Provident Fund scheme.
The report, titled 'Payroll
Reporting in India: An
Employment Perspective -
March 2022', said since the
number of subscribers is
from various sources,
there are elements of over-
lap, and the estimates are
not additive.

ESIC scheme adds 14.05 lakh
new members in March

New Delhi, May 25:  

Union Power and New &
Renewable Energy
Minister R K Singh has
asked states and union ter-
ritories to set up state-level
steering committees for en-
ergy transition and make
efforts for zero diesel use in
the farm sector by 2024. The
steering committees will
work under the chairman-
ship of the chief secre-
taries of the respective
States/Union Territories.
"Union Minister of Power
and New & Renewable
Energy, R K Singh has
asked the Chief Ministers
of all States, and
Lieutenant Governors of
Union Territories to set up
State-Level Steering
Committees for Energy
Transition," a power min-

istry statement said. The
Principal Secretaries of
Power and New and
Renewable Energy
Departments, Transport,
Industries, Housing and
Urban Affairs, Agriculture,
Rural Development and
Public Works Departments,
etc. will act as members of
these committees.

The states and UTs will
work on the annual strate-
gy of energy transition
under the mandate of the
committee.

New Delhi, May 25: 

State-owned Bharat
Sanchar Nigam will mi-
grate 30,000 of its wifi
hotspots to the PM-WANI
framework by June, a
senior telecom depart-
ment official on Tuesday
said, adding Railways too
has an ambitious blue-
print for all its future
hotspots to be under the
framework. Speaking at
Broadband India Forum
(BIF) event, Vivek
Narayan, DDG (data serv-
ices) in the Department
of Telecom (DoT) men-
tioned the potential and
impact of the PM-WANI
wifi hotspots scheme
across areas, such as
tourism, smart cities and
last-mile connectivity in
villages.

In a bid to fuel broad-
band internet prolifera-
tion across the country,
the government, in

December 2020, approved
the setting up of public
wifi networks and access
points by local Kirana
and neighbourhood
shops through public
data offices that will not
involve any licence, fee or
registration. The public
Wi-Fi Access Network
Interface, known as PM-
WANI, hold the promise
of unleashing a massive
wifi revolution in the
country. "BSNL (Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Ltd)
would be migrating 30,000
of its hotspots into PM-
WANI by June. Railways
has already covered
around 100 railway sta-
tions on PM WANI and is
going to cover all its
hotspots...there are
around 17,000 hotspots of
Railways...all of them
would be covered under
PM WANI by June,"
Narayan said at the BIF
event on Tuesday.

BSNL to migrate 30,000 wifi
hotspots to PM-WANI framework

by June: DoT official

NEW LAUNCH

(R-L) Ambassador of Israel to India, Sri Lanka and Bhutan Naor Gilon, Watergen
President Michael Mirilashvili, SMV Jaipuria Group Chairman S. K. Jaipuria, Television
presenter Mandira Bedi and SMV Jaipuria Group Director Chaitanya Jaipuria at the
launch event of Watergen, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

RK Singh asks states, UTs to set
up panels for energy transition

Davos, May 25: 

Stressing on the need to focus
more on services sector
exports, Union Minister Piyush
Goyal on Tuesday said it can
help boost the country's overall
exports further and called for
the government and the busi-
nesses to support each other.
Addressing a breakfast session
organised by the industry body
CII and Deloitte on the side-
lines of the World Economic
Forum Annual Meeting 2022
here, he also said the presence
of India has been very very
noticeable this time in Davos.
Referring to the challenges
posed by the COVID pandemic,
the minister said that despite
supply chains having been
strained amid global chal-
lenges, we have done exceed-
ingly well in terms of exports
and other parameters.

According to the minister, a
record level of USD 250 billion
of exports came without hospi-
tality and some other key sec-
tors and an extra focus on
services sector can help
improve the export growth
much more. India now needs to
look at value added exports. It
is important to bring jobs to
the country. Logistics is one
cost where the government is
very seriously looking at and if
there are any other concerns,
the industry may have, we are
open to look at each of those,
he added. 

Time to focus on value-added
exports: Piyush Goyal

New Delhi, May 25:  

As many as 50 per cent
of Indian CEOs acknowl-
edge that COVID pandem-
ic has caused short-term
disruption to their indus-
try, but Indian companies
have continued to demon-
strate resilience as econo-
my rebounds, a survey
said on Tuesday. The EY
India CEO Survey 2022 has
found that merger and ac-
quisitions (M&A) is a key
strategic lever for Indian
CEOs as they look to buy
versus build to achieve
their transformation am-
bitions.

"Today, amidst chal-

lenges of inflationary
pressures, supply chain is-
sues, and increasing
geopolitical conflicts,
CEOs in India are reset-
ting their risk radar and
reframing their invest-
ment strategy for re-
shaped future, with trans-
formation and sustain-
ability increasingly driv-
ing the M&A agenda," the
survey said. According to
the EY 2022 CEO Outlook
Survey, 50 per cent of
Indian CEOs acknowledge
the pandemic caused
short-term disruption to
their industry.
Geopolitical challenges
have further exacerbated

a tumultuous period and
created additional risks to
business operations.

"However, Indian com-
panies have continued to
demonstrate resilience, on
Indian economic re-
bound," it added.

As many as 80 per cent
of Indian CEOs also ac-
knowledge making adjust-
ments to their global oper-
ations and supply chains.
For 63 per cent, the pur-
pose has been to reduce lo-
gistics costs and increase
resilience.

"This said, Indian CEOs
recognize that increasing
geopolitical tensions,
trade conflicts and protec-

tionism, along with in-
creasing competition from
non-traditional competi-
tors and the acceleration
of climate change impacts
will pose the greatest risks
to their future growth
strategy," the survey said.
EY India Chairman Rajiv
Memani said, "There is no
doubt that Indian CEOs
are leading from the front
to combat the challenges
emanating from the pan-
demic and geopolitical
tensions ... They are in-
creasingly looking at
M&As as a lever for accel-
erating business transfor-
mation and long-term
value creation." 

Indian cos show resilience despite short-term
disruption due to COVID: ReportDavos, May 25: 

India's Oil Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri  told
the World Economic
Forum that crude oil price
of USD 110 a barrel was
not sustainable, even as he
courted the world's oil
leaders to discuss global
energy markets.

International oil prices
spiked this year, hitting a
near 14-year high of USD
140 a barrel in March,
after Russia's invasion of
Ukraine exacerbated sup-
ply concerns. They have
retreated but continue to
be above USD 110 -- a rate
that is fueling inflation
and impacting economic
recovery in many parts of

the world. "Do not believe
that the world today is fac-
ing an energy shortage.
We are facing a situation
where the amounts of en-
ergy released in the global
market are short of the de-
mand. That's what causes
the inflationary problem,"
Puri said, hinting at out-
put curbs by the oil pro-
ducers' cartel OPEC+. The

world is facing an energy
price crisis which is con-
tributing to rising global
inflation.

"It is beyond doubt that
the current global energy
crisis is a 'management
crisis', and the same can
be quietly reversed if
major suppliers decide to
release the extra quantity
of the oil they're holding
back," he said. On the side-
lines of WEF, he met Amin
H Naseer, President and
CEO of Saudi Aramco, the
world's largest oil produc-
er. "Wide-ranging discus-
sion about energy markets
as well as bilateral cooper-
ation" happened with
Nasser, Puri tweeted with
a picture of the meeting.

Crude oil price at USD 110/barrel not
sustainable: Hardeep Singh Puri

W
hen splendid ac-
tion and adrena-
line are in harmo-

ny, it creates cutting-edge
entertainment for the audi-
ence and Boney Kapoor’s
‘Valimai’ is an accurate rep-
resentation of that. With its
incredible performance of
over 200 crores at the box of-
fice worldwide, the movie
became the most celebrated
action entertainer of 2022.
Known for bringing block-
buster and fresh movies to
the audience’s TV screens,
this Saturday, Zee Cinema
fuels your family watch-list
with the cutting-edge action
sequences, high-octane bike

chases, impactful dialogues
and stellar performances
with the World Television
Premiere of the biggest ac-
tion entertainer, ‘Valimai’.
So, get ready to take the ac-
tion, style, swag, game to
the next level in exhilarat-
ing face-offs between ACP
Arjun and the lethal biker
gang. Directed by the talent-
ed H. Vinoth, Valimai fea-
tures the top-gun Ajith
Kumar along with the gor-
geous Huma Qureshi,
Kartikeya Gummakonda
and Bani J in the pivotal
roles. With megastar Ajith
Kumar in his true element
and magnetic screen per-
sona, along with the arrest-
ing storyline of a dark web
crime with an inaccessible
antagonist is primed to
leave its viewers enthralled.
Tune-in to Zee Cinema, as
the stage is all set for the
World Television Premiere
of the mega movie,
‘Valimai’ on 28th May at
8pm.

ACROSS

1. Those there

5. Augusta's locale

10. Papa's mate

14. Sing alone

15. Bus patron

16. Right away (abbr.)

17. Ownership

19. Vex

20. Harpoon

21. ____ wolf

22. Guys' dates

23. Map feature

25. Amtrak depot (abbr.)

27. Draw out

30. Commenced

34. ____ Plaines, Illinois

35. Supernatural

38. Boldness

39. Strong wind

41. Peeler

43. Youth

44. Levels

46. Eiffel Tower locale

48. Navy officer (abbr.)

49. Meal ender

51. Morally pure

53. Ram's mate

54. Despise

56. Chowder ingredient

59. Kite feature

61. Highway entrances

65. Mary's pet

66. Irrelavant

68. Good's opponent

69. Actress Della ____

70. Diva's forte

71. Lose brightness

72. Brought to a close

73. Semester

DOWN

1. Recipe units (abbr.)

2. Basketball rim

3. Additional

4. Tile picture

5. "____ Doubtfire"

6. Church walkway

7. Fool

8. Bright sign

9. Author ____ Hemingway

10. Prime Minister ____ Thatcher

11. Korea's locale

12. Shopping spot

13. Imitates

18. ____ Banks of baseball

24. Pace

26. Sunbathe

27. Trimmed the border
28. Depart
29. Small landmasses
30. Soothsayer
31. Orchard members
32. Happening
33. Compact
36. Attentive
37. Savings plan (abbr.)
40. Performance group
42. Affluent
45. Stitch together
47. Seaside
50. Go to bed
52. Biblical mountain
54. Pointed a gun
55. Unenthused
56. Musical sign
57. Fluid rock
58. Within
60. Prayer response
62. Marsh
63. Two of a kind
64. Close loudly
67. Baseball's ____ Williams
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Recent opposition standing in the way of
long-term goals is apt to ease a bit today,
Aquarius. Situations surrounding these
issues should become clearer, and you
should have a better idea of what exactly it
is that you're up against. You'll find that this
is a very climactic time for you in a great
number of ways. You will now begin to reap
the rewards of what you've sown.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

It's time to review your dreams and fan-
tasies, Pisces. It could be that you've been
neglecting them lately. Perhaps things
you've been working toward haven't exactly
panned out the way you'd hoped. The good
news is that things should be turning around
in your favor starting today. Take control of
your dreams and you'll find that you can get
them moving forward again.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Things that have been out of whack in
your life should begin to come back into
balance, Aries. The bad news is that it
may take a while for the pendulum to
return to the optimal point. The good
news is that this shift is taking place at
all. It will be a gradual change, but you're
at a pivotal point in which you can set
your sights on exactly what you want.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

The tide will start to ebb today just after it
reaches its highest point. There is a pause
now, Taurus, and you'll find that things are
about to pick up considerably again. The
shift that's happening within you is pro-
found. Even though you may not notice its
effects all at once, you should trust that
things will be coming your way as the
weeks go by.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may have been engaged in a battle
with the facts lately, Gemini. Perhaps
new information has forced you to take
a step back as you contemplate the
next move in your game plan. Research
time is over and now you need to get
back into the game with full force. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Goals that may have seemed unreachable in
the recent past are finally starting to come
into focus, Cancer. It could be that you've
been neglecting your dreams because they
only seemed to move farther away every
time you addressed them. Have faith that
your luck is starting to change. Be patient
and you'll find that even your wildest fan-
tasies will start to come to fruition.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You may have had a hard time launch-
ing long-term personal projects lately,
Leo. Today marks a critical starting
point toward attaining your goals.
Perhaps there has been some confu-
sion or delay in this area. You'll find
that things are suddenly becoming
much clearer. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Shake off the dust of the past few weeks
and put the confusion behind you, Virgo.
Your tremendous imagination and cre-
ative ability have been dormant lately
because you may have not known how
best to channel them. Perhaps they've
been used negatively, leading to fallout in
certain areas of your life. The good news
is that things are changing. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Long-term projects that you've been
working on are apt to shift into for-
ward gear today, Libra. This change
may be subtle, but it's quite powerful
and extremely helpful to whatever it
is you have going. Dreams that may
have seemed difficult to achieve now
have more of a chance to actually
manifest. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Parts of your life that may have recently
taken a backward turn now get back on
track, Scorpio. You should find that large
projects involving electricity, gadgets, or
any mechanical parts will finally be
favored now. Be patient, for today's ener-
gy shift may be subtle. You should begin
to feel this increase in forward motion
even more over the next few weeks.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Issues involving fashion, magazines, and
the spoken or written word will all slowly
begin to take a turn in a positive direction
today, Sagittarius. You may find that these
things have been somewhat obscured late-
ly, or at least their development has been
more backward than forward. The good
news is that the tide is turning. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

It could be that you've been losing faith in your
dreams and fantasies lately, Capricorn. Now is
the time to refocus on what you want and
move forward with confidence. You've done
enough reflecting and reviewing. It's time to
implement and create. Dream big and don't let
others stand in the way of your progress.
Today's shift may be subtle, but it should indi-
cate smooth sailing for the next few weeks.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
s Karan Johar has
turned 50 on
Wednesday, his closest

friend Malaika Arora dedi-
cated a video collage to

the filmmaker, who she
said has a "heart of
gold."

Malaika posted a
video collage, which fea-

tures Karan and the
'Chaiyyan chaiyyan' girl from

various parties, shows and
events. Alongside the clip, she

wrote: "Happy 50th birthday to the one n
only @karanjohar #heartofgold."

Malaika's close group of friends in-
clude Kareena Kapoor Khan, Karan,
Manish Malhotra, Amrita Arora,
Karisma Kapoor and Natasha
Poonawalla including many others.

On the work front, Malaika is seen as
a judge in the reality show 'India's Best

Dancer'. While Karan currently awaits
the release of his upcoming production

'Jug Jugg Jeeyo' starring Varun Dhawan,
Kiara Advani, Neetu Kapoor and Anil

Kapoor among many others.

Malaika Arora
wishes ‘heart

of gold’ KJo on
50th birthday

Y
oung Bollywood
actor Siddhant
Chaturvedi sup-

ports a campaign that
gives him a chance to vibe
with his tribe that is Gen-
Z for him as he says they
helped him to stay on the
top of his game as an
actor.

The actor becomes the
face of the channel Zing
and talking about the
thought behind the cam-
paign, Siddhant said,
"The aspect of Gen Z not
being understood is very
real and I felt the same
while starting out. It was
my tribe that helped me
keep my head in the game
through that phase which
is why I instantly con-
nected with Zing's cam-
paign. It's great that
youth have a safe space
that celebrates and
vibes with them.

"My own introduc-
tion to the world of
music was through Zing
which makes this part-
nership even more per-
sonal and I'm super excit-
ed to be a part of Zing's
tribe!"

The channel Zing has
started the new position-
ing through the campaign
'Apni Vibe, Apni Tribe'
featuring Siddhant and
planned to deliver capti-
vating programming
which tells modern sto-
ries through music,
movies, and series.

Vishnu Shankar, Chief
Cluster Officer, Zing, &TV
and Big Magic said, "Zing

is India's foremost youth
entertainment channel
and we pride ourselves on
having our finger on the
viewer's pulse. Our exten-
sive interactions with
youth across metros and
tier 1 and tier 2 cities re-
vealed a common grouse -
'Koi nahin samajhta hum-
mein'; we are expected to
understand without
being understood."

He went on adding,
"This feeling led us to our
brand purpose and the
latest campaign wherein
we highlighted some of
the key moments where
they feel ignored or mis-
understood.

K
riti Sanon is one of
the finest actors in
the industry. She

made her debut in the
Bollywood industry in
2014 with the action film
Heropanti alongside Tiger
Shroff in the lead. The ac-
tress has been a part of
many films like- Raabta,
Dilwale, Bareilly Ki Barfi,
Hum Do Hamare Do, Luka
Chuppi, Mimi, and many
more. Today, the actress
marks 8 years as an ac-
tress in the industry, and
on this special occasion,
she announced her new
venture as an entrepre-
neur.

The  Housefull 4 actress
is known to be one of the
fittest in the industry and
took it to a level ahead by
announcing her invest-
ment in a fitness commu-
nity along with 3 other
trainers and co-founders,
Robin Behl, Karan
Sawhney, and Anushka
Nandani. The actress
shared the news on her so-
cial media and announced
her new venture "The
Tribe." In her caption,
Kriti also revealed that
her personal fitness jour-

ney began after her 2021
film, Mimi, where she had
to shed the 15kilos she had
gained for the movie.

In an exclusive chat
with Pinkvilla, Kriti
talked about her journey
and said: "This day is very
important to me and more
importantly the signifi-
cance it holds and is going
to hold in my life forever. 8
years ago it turned my life
around when I got the
chance to fly and start my
journey as an actor and
today, I want to pass on the
chance to those, whose tal-
ent I believe in as we em-
bark upon a new journey
as a tribe and my life
starts a whole new chap-
ter.

Meanwhile, on the work
front, the Bachchhan
Paandey actress has a
massive lineup of films.
She will be seen next in
Ganapath with Tiger
Shroff. Next, she will also
feature in the horror-com-
edy film Bhediya co-star-
ring Varun Dhawan.
Apart from this, she has
the Hindi remake of the
Telugu film Ala
Vaikunthapurramuloo ti-

Kriti Sanon 
on her new

journey as an
entrepreneur

Siddhant CChaturvedi: 
The aaspect oof 

Gen-ZZ nnot bbeing 
understood iis vvery rreal

S
ony Entertainment
Television's The
Kapil Sharma Show

will be welcoming the
team of the new music
video 'Designer'. On
Sunday, Honey Singh,
Divya Khosla Kumar and
Guru Randhawa will be
hosted by Kapil Sharma
on his show promoting
their new song. In conver-
sation with host Kapil
Sharma, Honey Singh in-
dulges him by narrating
the story of how the popu-
lar party track 'Lungi
Dance' came into being!

Narrated the singer and

rapper, "When I got this op-
portunity from Shahrukh
Khan to compose a song
for him, he told me “We
want a Punjabi song". I
then responded by saying,
"I will not compose a
Punjabi song, but some-
thing related to your film."
He then narrated the
film’s story to me for 2 and
1/2 hours. I then told him,
“Give me some time, I'll
compose a song for you." I
went to Mauritius, and I
got an idea in my head…
"Lungi Dance". I had Lil
Golu with me, and he
asked me, "why are you

tensed?" I told him, "I have
to compose a song for
Sharukh bhai, for his film
Chennai Express but I
don’t know what to make. I
want something like
"LUNGI DANCE"" He then
said, "bhai "Lungi Dance"!
this is the title!" I then
wrote the song, went and
sang the song to Sharukh
Khan who liked it and my
pandora's box of luck
opened!"

Tune into The Kapil
Sharma Show, this
Sunday, at 9:30 pm only on
Sony Entertainment
Television.

Honey Singh reveals how
he created the song

‘Lungi Dance’ 

World TV premere of
‘Valimai’on Zee Cinema
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Dubai, May 25 (PTI):

Bangladesh's Liton Das
and Sri Lankan veteran
Angelo Mathews have
made valuable gains in the
ICC Men's Test Rankings
after fine performances in
the drawn first match while
there has been no move-
ment in latest top-10 list is-
sued by the world body.

In the batter's list,
Marnus Labuschagne
maintained his pole posi-
tion while India captain
Rohit Sharma and his pred-
ecessor Virat Kohli re-
mained static at eighth and
10th place respectively.

Similarly in bowling, Pat
Cummins (901 points) has a
51-point lead over his near-
est rival Ravichandran
Ashwin, who is followed by
countryman Jasprit
Bumrah.

India's Ravindra Jadeja
also remained on top of the
all-rounders' table.

With only Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh engaged in a
WTC series, it was in-
evitable that players from
those two nations earned
points. Wicketkeeper-batter

Liton has moved up three
places to 17th after notch-
ing 88 in Bangladesh's only
innings, while Player of the
Match Mathews' knock of
199 in the first innings has
lifted him five places to 21st
among batters in the list led
by Australia's
Labuschagne.

Mushfiqur Rahim and
Tamim Iqbal are other
Bangladesh batters to ad-
vance in the latest weekly

rankings update after scor-
ing centuries that took
Bangladesh to a total of
465. Mushfiqur, who
notched 105, is up four
places to 25th, while
Tamim has gained six
places to reach 27th posi-
tion following his innings
of 133. In the rankings for
bowlers, Bangladesh all-
rounder Shakib Al Hasan
has inched up one place to
29th after finishing with

four wickets in the match,
while off-spinner Nayeem
Hasan's career-best figures
of six for 105 in the first in-
nings see him progress
nine places to 53rd.

Sri Lanka medium-fast
bowler Kasun Rajitha has
moved from 75th to 61st
after taking four wickets
and Asitha Fernando is
now in the top 100 of the
list led by Australia captain
Cummins.

Kohli, Rohit, Ashwin maintain their
top-10 positions in ICC Test rankings

Kolkata, May 25 (PTI):

Star India women's foot-
ball team goalkeeper Aditi
Chauhan feels that the
under-17 team is not short
on preparation for the up-
coming World Cup despite
the absence of senior na-
tionals in the country since
2019.

India organised its last U-
17 National Championships
in April 2019 before the
coronavirus outbreak upset
all plans. But Aditi feels the
Indian team is on the right
track and would be one of
the sides to watch out for in
the U-17 Women's World
Cup. "This group has been
preparing for this moment
for quite some time,"
Chauhan said in an inter-
view to PTI from
Bhubaneswar.

"They've been getting
regular match time and
training regularly and
hopefully, they'll be able to
gain more exposure and
play more friendlies before
the World Cup.

"I am confident that they
will put on a fantastic per-
formance in front of their
home crowd at the World

Cup."India under coach
Thomas Dennerby has al-
ready named 33 probables
who are currently training
in Jamshedpur. There have
been questions about the se-

lection policies without a
national tournament.

"I think India has a lot of
potential in their U-17
squad and I have been
lucky to play with a few of

them. "The young girls have
shown their fighting spirit
in their last SAFF Cup
where they were the cham-
pions.

"The players have been
practicing together for a
long time and I am sure
India will be one of the
teams to watch out for," she
said. The tournament is
slated from October 17-30 in
the five cities of
Bhubaneswar, Kolkata,
Guwahati, Ahmedabad and
Navi Mumbai.

"The U-17 World Cup is
going to be a huge opportu-
nity for our girls to play and
compete against the best in
the world. "It is important
that we put on a good dis-
play because all eyes will be
on our team from across the
world. "We can demonstrate
that women's football in
India is progressing on the
right path by doing better
here," she added.

In April last year, Aditi
became the second Indian
woman player after Bala
Dev to ply her trade outside
India, when she signed a
one-year deal with Iceland's
third division club Hamar
Hverager i women's team.

India will put up fantastic
show in U-17 World Cup: Aditi

Jakarta, May 25 (PTI):

Defending champions
India need to beat hosts
Indonesia by a huge mar-
gin and hope Japan defeat
Pakistan in the other Pool
A match for advancing to
the knockout stage of the
Asia Cup men's hockey
tournament here on
Thursday.

India's fate is not in
their own hands anymore
as even a win against
lowly Indonesia will not
guarantee them a knock-
out berth. Japan will have
to beat Pakistan to keep
India's faint hopes alive.

With a draw and a loss,
India are placed third in
Pool A behind Japan (6
points) and Pakistan (4
points).

Under the guidance of
Sardar Singh, India field-
ed a young team in the
tournament alongside a
handful of seniors like
Birendra Lakra and SV
Sunil, who came out of re-
tirements. But the senior
duo looked well past their
prime if their performanc-
es in the two matches so
far are to go by.

India conceded a last
minute goal to draw 1-1
against Pakistan in their

tournament opener before
being thrashed by Japan 2-
5.

But now, a "next to im-
possible" task awaits the
Indians as they not only
have to score big against
Indonesia but also hope
that Japan beat Pakistan
in the other Pool A match
on Thursday if they are to
progress to the Super 4
stage.

India have a goal differ-
ence of minus three as
against Pakistan's plus 13.
If Pakistan lose to Japan,
India will have to beat
Indonesia by a huge mar-

gin to go past their west-
ern neighbours in goal dif-
ference and advance fur-
ther in the tournament.

Inexperience was the
major reason behind
India's below-par perform-
ances as the young play-
ers, mainly drafted from
the last Junior World Cup
squad, are finding it diffi-
cult to get a measure of
the level of international
hockey.

In the two matches so
far, the Indians lacked co-
hesion in the three depart-
ments -- defence, midfield
and forwardline. The

Indians lacked a quality
playmaker in the midfield,
which was evident from
their constant efforts of
building attacks from the
centre instead of using
both the flanks more fre-
quently. Lakra looked a
pale shadow of himself in
the backline, which has
crumbled big time when
put under relentless pres-
sure. The forwadline has
been wasteful with the
likes of Tokyo Olympian
Simranjeet Singh and
youngster Uttam Singh
not having the best of out-
ings.

Paris, May 25 (AP):

Two-time Grand Slam
champion Victoria
Azarenka of Belarus
reached the third round at
the French Open by beat-
ing Andrea Petkovic 6-1, 7-
6 (3). The 15th-seeded
Azarenka had only 13 un-
forced errors to Petkovic's
42. Azarenka has twice
won the Australian Open
and was a semifinalist at
Roland Garros in 2013. The
34-year-old Petkovic
reached the French Open
semifinals in 2014 but has
not been beyond the third
round at any Grand Slam
since then. She is a five-
time clay-court champion
on the tour.

Raducanu loses in 2nd

round: U.S. Open champi-

on Emma Raducanu is out
of the French Open in the
second round. The 19-year-
old Raducanu lost to
Aliaksandra Sasnovich of
Belarus 3-6, 6-1, 6-1.
Sasnovich won 12 of 14
service points in the sec-
ond set en route to her 16th
career victory over a top-
20 player. The 12th-seeded
Raducanu failed to convert
on five break-point
chances at 1-1 in the third
set. Sasnovich advanced to
the third round at Roland
Garros for the first time.
This is her seventh ap-
pearance. The 28-year-old
Sasnovich had also beaten
Raducanu at Indian Wells
last year in the Briton's
first match after winning
the title at Flushing
Meadows.

India eye big win against Indonesia,
favourable result in Pak vs JPN match

Azarenka reaches 3rd
round of French Open

Chennai, May 25 (PTI):

Young Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa became
the first Indian player to
reach the final of the
Meltwater Champions
Chess Tour Chessable
Masters tournament after
he held his nerve to outwit
Dutch GM Anish Giri 3.5-2.5
on Wednesday.

The Indian chess star de-
feated the highly-rated Giri,
pipping the Dutchman in
the tiebreak after the four-
game rapid online semifi-
nal match ended in a 2-2
stalemate.

For the top prize,
Praggnanadhaa will take
on world No.2 Ding Liren of
China, who shocked world
No.1 Magnus Carlsen 2.5-1.5
in the other semifinal clash.

The opening game of the
semifinal ended in a tame
draw before the 16-year-old
Praggnanandhaa pulled off
a win in the second to hand
Giri his first defeat of the
tournament.

In the third game, the ex-
perienced Dutch player
looked to have seized the
upper-hand but
Praggnanandhaa, as he is
known in chess circles,
fought hard to force a draw
to go 2-1 up. Staring defeat

in the face, Giri hit back to
win the fourth game to send
the semifinal clash into the
tie-break.

The Dutchman faltered
in the first blitz game and
surrendered it in 33 moves
in an Italian Opening en-
counter. In the second tie-
break game, Giri managed
to gain an advantage but
the Indian held firm and a
draw ensued sending the
teenage ace into the sum-
mit clash. The match ended
late at night after which
Praggnandhaa said, "I have
to be at school around 8.45
AM, and now it is 2 AM!"

Meanwhile, his coach R B
Ramesh, a GM himself, said
" C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s
@rpragchess for the victory
over Anish in the semifinal
of #ChessableMasters ! The
ability to beat strong play-
ers despite having a bad
score in the past is amaz-
ing. Proud of you kutti."

Praggnanandhaa shocks Anish
Giri, meets Ding Liren in final

Kolkata, May 25 (PTI):

In his short international career, Hardik
Pandya has seen it all -- highs and lows, in-
juries, surgery, being embroiled in contro-
versies -- but he says he faces them with a
smiling face.

Putting behind all these, Pandya has
shone not just as an all-rounder but as a
leader, taking an under-rated Gujarat
Titans to the final in a dream IPL debut
season. "People always talk, that's their
job. I can't help," Pandya said in a virtual
media interaction after leading the Titans
to a seven-wicket win over Rajasthan
Royals on Tuesday night to seal a final
berth. "The name 'Hardik Pandya' always
sells. I've no problem with it, I just take it
easy with a smiling face."

After making his international debut in
2016 following his success with Mumbai
Indians, expectations skyrocketed with
Pandya as he was compared with the leg-
endary World Cup-winning India skipper
Kapil Dev. In 2019, Pandya was suspended
for his loose talk on women on 'Koffee with
Karan'. He later apologised to the inquiry
committee of the BCCI.

The 28-year-old star all-rounder made
his last appearance for India against
Namibia in the T20 World Cup in Dubai on
November 8 and then struggled to manage
his bowling workload post his back sur-
gery. Released by Mumbai Indians, Hardik
was picked by Gujarat's for Rs 15 crore
ahead of this IPL season. Questions were
raised when he was handed captaincy for
a team making its debut, but Pandya has

delivered, be it with the bat, ball or in his
'Captain Cool' demeanour, much like his
mentor MS Dhoni. "Obviously Mahi bhai
has played a big role in my life. He's a dear
brother, a dear friend, and family to me,"
Pandya said. "...I've learnt a lot of good
things from him. For me, it was more
about being individually strong which I'm
really proud of myself as well how I was
able to manage all the parts."

Hardik Pandya says his name
always sells, no problem with it

New Delhi, May 25 (PTI):

Olympic gold medallist
javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra is set to switch his
training base from Turkey
to Finland which will host
the Paavo Nurmi Games,
where he will square off
against Johannes Vetter
on June 14.

The 24-year-old Indian,
who is currently training
at Turkey's Gloria Sports
Arena, is scheduled to fly
out on Thursday to train
in Finland's Kuortane
Olympic Training Centre
till June 22.

The Sports Authority of
India (SAI) said the "four-
week training camp has
been sanctioned by the
government's Target
Olympic Podium Scheme
(TOPS) and would cost the
sport ministry Rs 9.8 lakhs
approximately." "From

Kuortane, Neeraj will then
head out to Turku to par-
ticipate in the Paavo
Nurmi Games, followed by
Kuortane Games and then
Diamond League in
Stockholm," SAI said in a
release. "The finance
would be used towards ex-
penditure for Neeraj and
his coach Klaus
Bartonietz's travel, accom-
modation, training, local
travel, and daily out-of-
pocket allowance among
other expenditures."

Neeraj, who has a per-
sonal best of 88.07m and
won gold in Tokyo
Olympics with a throw of
87.58m, will be taking the
field for the first time in 10
months when he competes
at the Paavo Nurmi
Games, which the one of
the biggest track and field
events outside the
Diamond League.

Neeraj to train in Finland
ahead of Diamond League: SAI

New Delhi, May 25 (PTI):

Vaishnavi Phalke was
named captain with
Mumtaz Khan being as-
signed her deputy's role as
Hockey India on
Wednesday announced a
20-member Indian junior
women's team at the U-23
Five Nations tournament
to be held in Dublin,
Ireland from June 19 to 26.

The junior women's
team is scheduled to play
against Netherlands,
Ireland, USA and Ukraine
during the tournament. It
will also feature in FIH
Hockey 5s, scheduled to be
held in Lausanne,
Switzerland on June 4 and
5th.

"We've got a very talent-
ed group of players, who
have been working hard to
learn and improve each
and every day. It's a well-
balanced side, some of
them performed really
well at the Junior World
Cup recently, while some
of them will take part in
their first major interna-
tional outing," Coach Erik
Wonink said.

"The U-23 Five Nations
Tournament in Ireland
will give them a good

learning exposure and
they are looking forward
to make the most out of
this opportunity."

India will play their
opening match against the
hosts Ireland on June 19,
followed by their match
against Netherlands on
June 20. The third match
will be against Ukraine on

June 22 followed by a game
against USA on June 23.

After the round-robin
matches, the top two teams
will square off against
each other in the final on
the June 26, while third
and fourth-placed teams
will play the bronze medal
play-off match on the
same day.

Vaishnavi to lead 20-member Indian junior
women’s hockey team at U-23 meet in Ireland

A bortion as a right for
women is an age-old con-

troversy almost in every part of
the world.In 350 BC Aristotle once
said that a society will be free
from poverty, crime, and revolu-
tion only when there will an effec-
tive birth control policy. In the US
initially, abortion was not al-
lowed.It was the Birth control
movement in the US which gives
rise to the Abortion rights move-
ment. In the US, before Civil War,
20% of the total state population
consists of African-American
slaves. The owners of these slaves
kept them away from any kind of
knowledge as to birth control and
abortion, so that they can pro-
duce more and more slaves for
the continuation of the slavery

system. 
One of the studies from 1960

revealed that in New York, 80% of
death were caused due to illegal
abortion & the victims mostly
were black & Puerto Rican
women. During 1920 & 1930,
black women raise their voices for
individual control over their fertili-
ty, which give rise to the move-
ment for reproductive rights in
today’s world. It was the black
women who resisted the govern-
ment and anti-nationalist popula-
tion control campaigns for indi-
vidual control over their fertility.
Margaret Sanger was considered
to be one of the significant, cru-
cial leaders of the birth control
movement. The main aim of the
birth control movement was to
allow every woman irrespective
of caste, or race to access birth
control. Sanger was the one who
first open family planning clinics

in New York and also she was the
first person to raise the issue of
birth control in the political aspect
where she argued that it should
be the women’s basic right over
her own body and she should de-
cide when to conceive & when
not. It was because of the effort
of Margarat Sanger in the United
States –Vs- One Package of
Japanese Pessaries, 86 F. 2d. 737
(2d CIR. 1936), for the first time
court, allowed the physicians, for
importing contraceptive devices
into the U.S. for the protection of
the patient's health, and later on
in Eisenstadt –Vs- Baired, 405 US
438 (1972), contraception was
considered to be a right for all
under the Right to Privacy.

The birth control movement
started by the African – American
women, soon, became the abor-
tion rights movement of all
women in the U.S. through the

Abortion rights
movement was di-
vided into two
groups. One was a
pro-choice move-
ment that supports
the abortion rights
for women and an-
other was pro-life
which was against
abortion under any
circumstances. During 1970,
when the women's liberation
movement spread all over
America, a feminist supporter of
abortion rights gained media cov-
erage and public support through
demonstrations and also by rais-
ing controversial demands for
abortion rights. During this time
abortion became the central issue
for the supporters of the women's
movement. 

It was the post-decision of Roe
– Vs – Wade, 410 U.S. 113, 93 S.

Ct.705, 35
L.Ed.2d.147 (1973),
where the US
supreme court de-
clared that abortion
will be permitted
until the end of the
first trimester.  The
Supreme Court
struck down the
Taxes Statute of

1857, which made abortion illegal
except if it is done to save the
mother's life. After the case of
Roe – Vs – Wade, abortion was le-
galized and it was held under the
constitutional provision of the
Right to Privacy. The court in Roe
versus Wade case stated that the
right to Privacy includes a
women’s right to decide whether
to have an abortion under the
constitutional provision of the
right to privacy. Also, this basic
right is protected by the due

process clause of the fourteenth
amendment. Thus, the abortion
right of the women is a funda-
mental right and the state can’t
interfere with it.

Again in 1992 the court in the
case of PlannedParenthood of
Southeastern Pennsylvania –Vs –
Casey, 505 U.S. 833, 926-927
(1992)reaffirmed the Roe
Judgment stating that it is the
fundamental right of privacy of
every citizen against the govern-
ment interference in family mat-
ters relating to procreation, child
rearing, marriage, and contracep-
tive choice. 

It was not an easy task for
women in the US to achieve abor-
tion rights for all. They fought a
long and fierce battle politically,
socially, morally & legally for
abortion rights. Supporters of
abortion rights considered abor-
tion as an effective tool for popu-

lation control and family planning
methods. Forsome, it may be the
personal decision of the women
under the Right to Privacy to de-
cide when to conceive & when
not, whatever the reasons behind
but the main motive were to give,
the right to women to control
their body.

CEDAW (Convention on the
Elimination of AllForms of
Discrimination against Women)
along with many other interna-
tional conventions has also recog-
nized abortion rights as a basic
right of the women as it’s a part of
the reproductive right. But now
the controversy which was start-
ed again relating to overturn
ofthe Roe versus Wade case again
raises the question that whether
women's body is subject to the
control of Government and judici-
ary. Why it should not be her right
to decide when to conceive and

when to give birth? It’s her body
so choice and decision should be
of her only. Women's body is not a
baby production industry. It's high
time again to discuss this right.
It’s about the privacy right of
women. It's not an issue for US
women only. It’s an issue for all
women of the world. We all talk
about women's empowerment
but in actuality where is the em-
powerment when the judiciary
and government do not even con-
sider the abortion right to be the
basic right of the women.
Abortion rights should be granted
to women till the first trimester as
a right and after the first
trimester, the state can regulate
the abortion right considering the
viability of the fetus.

--  DDrr..  PPyyaallii  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  
AAssssiissttaanntt  PPrrooffeessssoorr,,

FFaaccuullttyy  ooff  LLaaww,,  IICCFFAAII  UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,
RRaaiippuurr,,  CChhhhaattttiissggaarrhh

Youths are nation’s backbone: TN CM
Chennai, May 25 (PTI): 

Youths should be
groomed to become talent-
ed as they are the back-
bone of the nation, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin said on Wednesday
and asserted that the DMK
government in the State
was involved in facilitating
the "wheel of fortune" to
make it shine as a "skill-
based" State in the country.

The government was fo-
cusing on addressing the
twin issues of unemploy-
ment and employability,
the Chief Minister said,
while launching the maid-
en State-level skilling pro-
gramme for the youths of
a college here.

"Youths are the back-
bone of the nation whose
development depends on
the youths. Compared to
other countries, India ac-
counts for a fair popula-
tion of the youths in the
age group of 18 to 35," he
said.

"Youths should be
groomed to become talent-
ed. That is, create a youth
sakthi through education -
both formal and higher ed-
ucation," the Chief
Minister said. And in the
process, jobs commensu-
rate with their qualifica-
tion and remunerative pay
package should be en-
sured, he added.

Stalin opined that by en-
suring a contented life for
the youths, they would
work hard and give their
best to the nation. "This

DMK government is func-
tioning in such a way to fa-
cilitate this wheel of for-
tune. Several of our
schemes are framed keep-
ing this in mind and also
to address the problems of
unemployment and em-
ployability," the Chief
Minister said.

Creating jobs through
new initiatives and provid-
ing a skilled force is what
his dream project Naan
Mudhalvan aims at, he
said and added that this
programme is the next
phase of the pioneering
Tamil Nadu Skill
Development Mission
launched by former Chief
Minister M Karunanidhi
in 2010.

Turning nostalgic, he
recalled an attempt to raze
down the historic Queen
Mary's College when he
was leader of the opposi-
tion party and said he had
supported the students in
their struggle to retain the
heritage structure.

Bimal Gurung begins
indefinite’ hunger strike 

Kolkata, May 25 (PTI): 

GJM supremo
Bimal Gurung on
Wednesday began
an indefinite
hunger strike to
press for defer-
ment of the
G o r k h a l a n d
T e r r i t o r i a l
Administration polls and
inclusion of a certain por-
tion of land under its ju-
risdiction. "Bimal ji is
fighting for rights of the
people of the hills. Today,
he began his indefinite
hunger strike to press for
inclusion of 396 mouzas
under the jurisdiction of
GTA," Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha general secretary
Roshan Giri said.

Gurung has also sought
postponement of the GTA

election, scheduled to be
held on June 26. He had last

week urged West
Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee to defer
the polls until the
the Memorandum
of Proposal (MoP)
submitted by the
GJM was imple-

mented in the hills.
According to GJM sources,
the MoP, among other sug-
gestions, calls for honour-
ing in letter and spirit the
Memorandum of
Agreement that was signed
in 2011. The MoP also men-
tions the demand for trans-
fer of the rest of the depart-
ments to the GTA, besides
inclusion of 396 Gorkha
mouzas as per the proce-
dure laid down in the
agreement.

‘Haryanvi singer given 10 sleeping
pills before strangulation’

New Delhi, May 25 (PTI): 

Days after two accused
were arrested for allegedly
killing a Haryanvi singer,
the investigation has re-
vealed that she was given
10 sleeping pills before
strangulation, sources
said on Wednesday. Ravi
and Anil, who were arrest-
ed from Meham on
Saturday, disclosed that
they had hatched a con-
spiracy to kill the singer.
The body of Sangeeta alias
Divya, who was missing
since May 11, was found
buried in Haryana's
Meham on Sunday.

Her family members re-
side in Delhi's Jaffarpur
Kalan area and had re-

ported the matter to the
police on May 14. The in-
terrogation has revealed
that Ravi was the master-
mind behind the incident.
On his direction, Anil
came to Delhi, took the
victim in a car and gave
her 10 sleeping pills in
sugarcane juice while

heading back to Meham.
They also had meal at
Gulati Dhabha at
Kalanaur in Haryana.
When he reached Meham,
Ravi joined him and stran-
gulated the woman who
was lying unconscious.
Ravi also checked whether
the victim has died or not.
Later, they buried the
body in Meham area,
sources said. The sources
further said that Anil had
told Ravi that he can't kill
the woman, following
which he was asked to take
her from the national capi-
tal. Police had said prelimi-
nary investigation revealed
that the incident took place
over strained relationship
with the accused.

‘Pay compensation to
man who fell from train’

Mumbai, May 25 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court has
directed the Railway Claims
Tribunal to pay appropriate
compensation to a 55-year-old
man who had fallen off a moving
local train in the city in 2004 and
sustained severe injuries.
Merely because he was not car-
rying a valid ID card with his
season pass was no reason for
denying his claim, said Justice S
K Shinde on an appeal filed by
Harish Damodar.

Damodar had challenged the
tribunal's 2009 order which re-
jected his plea for a compensa-
tion of Rs 4 lakh. He was travel-
ing from suburban Mulund to
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

Terminus in the city when he fell
off near Dadar station in central
Mumbai. He sustained severe
injuries and had to undergo mul-
tiple surgeries, as per his peti-
tion. But when Damodar moved
the Railway Tribunal seeking
compensation as per the rules,
it rejected his claim on the
ground that though he was car-
rying a valid railway pass at the
time of the accident, he did not
have an identity card with him.
During the hearing on his ap-
peal, the tribunal cited a direc-
tive of the Union Ministry of
Railways which says that a per-
son must produce a valid identi-
ty card with the local train pass
to be considered a bonafide pas-
senger. As Damodar was travel-

ling without an ID card, his claim
was not admissible , it argued.

The high court said this could
not be a valid ground. Although,
instructions stipulate, season
ticket would be invalid for want
of Identity Card, in my view, for
more than one reason, non-pro-
duction of the Identity Card
alongwith the season ticket by a
passenger, who had sustained
injury due to accidental fall, it-
self would not render valid sea-
son ticket, invalid, Justice
Shinde said. He was travelling
with a valid pass and therefore
he must be considered a
bonafide passenger, the court
said, adding that the railway
ministry's instructions were ad-
visory in nature.

Kerala court cancels bail of P C George
Thiruvananthapuram/

Kochi, May 25 (PTI): 

A Magisterial court in
Kerala on Wednesday can-
celled the bail granted to
senior politician P C
George in a case accusing
him of making a hate
speech against Muslims in
the State on April 29. The
court allowed the plea
moved by the police to can-
cel the relief granted to
George on May 1. Police, in
its plea, had contended
that the veteran politician
violated the bail condi-
tions and, therefore, the
bail was liable to be can-
celled.

The court allowed the
plea of the police, George's
lawyer -- advocate Ajith
Kumar -- be confirmed.
The lawyer said the senior
politician has been asked
to appear before the
Palarivattom police sta-
tion in Ernakulam district
of the State in connection
with another case of hate

speech. Subsequently,
when he arrived at the po-
lice station, workers of
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) protested there
seeking his arrest, accord-
ing to visuals shown on
TV channels.

The PDP workers were
removed from there and
soon thereafter, a large
number of BJP workers
and State president of the
party K Surendran, and
its candidate in the
Thrikkakara by-election
A N Radhakrishnan, ar-
rived at the police station.
Surendran said the action

taken against Geoge indi-
cates the double standards
of the LDF government as
it did not take such steps
against others who had in
the recent past made com-
munally charged remarks
in public.

He said George would
have the support of his
party. After he was ques-
tioned for some time at
the Palarivattom police
station, TV visuals
showed him exiting the
station along with his son
and other BJP leaders in-
cluding Surendran. He
was, thereafter, shifted to

the Ernakulam AR camp
where he is awaiting ar-
rival of a police team
f r o m
Thiruvananthapuram, a
senior official said.
George has been granted
interim protection from
arrest by the Kerala High
Court in the case lodged at
Palarivattom police sta-
tion. On being asked
whether he would appeal
against the cancellation of
his bail, advocate Ajith
Kumar said his client
would first obey the law
and then would decide
what to do next.

The police had sought
cancellation of his bail al-
leging that soon after he
was granted the relief,
George addressed the vi-
sual media in front of the
Judicial Officer's
Quarters, Vanchiyoor,
and said he is still stick-
ing to what he had stated
in the speech and was jus-
tifying the same which
amounts to repetition of
the same crime and
spread of communal ha-
tred further.
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HC to Railway Tribunal

Engineers of Indian Army assist Railway repair teams to reach damaged railway lines for restoration of rail 
connectivity in North-Eastern states. Extensive earthwork is also done to make a causeway on River Mahur, in
Assams flooded Dimahasao district.

RESTORATION WORK

The third edition of the Indian Navy – Bangladesh Navy Bilateral Exercise ‘Bongosagar’
commences at Port Mongla, at the Bagerhat district in Bangladesh.

BILATERAL EXERCISE

Hate speech

EC launches drive
against registered

unrecognised parties 
New Delhi, May 25 (PTI):
In an unprecedented
clean-up drive, the
Election Commission on
Wednesday said it will ini-
tiate "graded action"
against more than 2,100
registered unrecognised
political parties for flout-
ing rules, including failure
to furnish a contribution
report and communicate
any change in its name,
head office, office bearers
and address to the poll
panel.

Sixty-six such parties
claimed IT exemption in
FY20 without complying
with statutory require-
ments under the
Representation of the
People Act and 2,174 have
not submitted contribu-
tion reports, the EC said.

Sikkim bans sale of pigs
after African Swine
Fever cases surface

Gangtok, May 25 (PTI):
The Sikkim government
has temporarily banned the
sale of pigs in the state after
cases of African Swine
Fever (ASF) were reported
in North Sikkim district, an
official said on Wednesday.
A total of 117 pigs have died
in various parts of the state
in the past two months.
Animal Husbandry
Department Secretary Dr P
Senthil Kumar has cau-
tioned the general public to
refrain from eating pork
and has also stated that the
first tests of the samples
which were taken from the
pigs in North Sikkim dis-
trict had come out positive
for Porcine Reproductive
and Respiratory Syndrome
(PRRS) on February 23 
this year.

To press for GJM demands

History behind the legalization of Abortion right in US



Resign
JJaallppaaiigguurrii:: Days after BJP
MP Arjun Singh rejoined
the Trinamool Congress,
at least 20 saffron party
leaders in West Bengal's
Jalpaiguri have tendered
resignation together from
their party posts, accus-
ing the district leadership
of taking money in lieu of
inducting members in a
local panel, a party func-
tionary said on
Wednesday. The dissent
leaders, including party's
Jalpaiguri district general
secretary Amal Roy,
claimed that those who
had worked for the saf-
fron brigade and fled
their homes due to the
post-poll violence in the
state did not get a place
in the newly formed
Maynaguri South Mondal
committee.

Watery grave
DDeeoorriiaa:: Two minor boys
drowned in the Gandak
river here on Wednesday
while taking bath in it,
police said. Police recov-
ered the bodies and sent
them for postmortem
examination, they said.
Station House Officer
Naveen Singh of the Lar
Police station identified
the victims as Akash
Gond, 17 and Munish
Gond, 15, of Ropan
Chapra village.

Seize
AAhhmmeeddaabbaadd:: The Border
Security Force (BSF) on
Wednesday seized an
abandoned Pakistani fish-
ing boat near the border
in Gujarat's Kutch dis-
trict, an official release
said. A patrolling team of
the BSF spotted the boat
in the morning on the
Indian side of the border
with Pakistan in Harami
Nala creek area, it said.
Nothing suspicious was
recovered from the boat
except fishing nets and
equipment, the force said
in a statement. 

Reject
TThhaannee:: A court in
Maharashtra's Thane dis-
trict has rejected the pre-
arrest bail plea of a
developer from
Bhayander in a case of
cheating home buyers.
District judge R R Kakani
on Tuesday rejected the
pre-arrest bail plea of
developer Mahendra
Kothari.

Suicide
BBaarreeiillllyy:: A 25-year-old
man serving life sentence
was found hanging from
the ceiling fan of his cell
inside a district jail on
Wednesday, police said.
Abhishek was convicted
under Prevention of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act a
few months ago and was
awarded life imprison-
ment, they said.
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A student carries a pet dog
through a waterlogged street after

heavy rainfall, at Anil Nagar in
Guwahati, Wednesday.
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New Delhi, May 24 (PTI):

A Delhi court on
Wednesday awarded life
imprisonment to
Kashmiri separatist
leader Yasin Malik in a
terror funding case.

Special Judge Praveen
Singh also awarded vary-
ing jail terms for various
offences under the strin-
gent Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA)
and the Indian Penal Code
(IPC).

The court also imposed
a fine of over Rs ten lakh
on Malik.

The life term was
awarded for two offences -
- Section 121 (waging war
against the government of
India) of IPC and section

17 (raising funds for the
terrorist act) of the UAPA.

All the sentences will
run concurrently.

Earlier NIA on
Wednesday sought the
death penalty before a
Delhi court for Kashmiri
separatist leader Yasin
Malik, who had earlier
pleaded guilty to all the
charges, including those
under the stringent
Unlawful Activities
Prevention Act (UAPA), in
a terror funding case,
court sources said.

The agency told Special
Judge Praveen Singh in
an in-chamber proceed-
ings that Malik was re-
sponsible for the
Kashmiri exodus. On the
point of sentence, sources
said that Malik submitted
that he would not beg for

mercy, and that court
could decide at its discre-
tion. The amicus curiae
appointed by the court to
assist Malik, sought mini-
mum punishment, i.e., life
imprisonment in the mat-
ter. Malik, meanwhile,
said that if Indian
Intelligence can prove
that he had been involved
in any terrorist activity or
violence in 28 years, then
he would retire from poli-
tics, and will also accept
the hanging.

The judge, however,
said that since he has al-
ready been convicted,
there was no point in ar-
guing on the facts of the
case and that he was al-
ready given the opportu-
nity.

Lucknow, May 25 (PTI): 

Announcing that he had
resigned from the
Congress last week, Kapil
Sibal on Wednesday filed
his nomination for the
Rajya Sabha as an
Independent supported by
the Samajwadi Party.

Sibal, whose exit is an-
other jolt for the electorally
battered Congress, said his
ideology is related to the
party he has been with for
three decades.

The former Union minis-
ter went to the Uttar
Pradesh assembly premis-
es to file his papers with SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav, Ram
Gopal Yadav and other sen-

ior leaders. A prominent
member of the G23, which

had sought an organisa-
tional overhaul in the
Congress, Sibal's tenure as
Congress' Rajya Sabha MP
ends in July.

"I have filed the nomina-
tion as an Independent
candidate. I thank
Akhileshji for supporting
me," Sibal told reporters
here.

"I resigned from the
Congress on May 16 and
am no longer a senior
Congress leader," he said.
The SP chief later said
Sibal was being supported
by the Samajwadi Party.

On his leaving the party,
Sibal said, "I had a deep re-
lation with the Congress. It
was for 30-31 years. This is

not a small thing. I joined
the Congress because of
Rajivji (former prime min-
ister Rajiv Gandhi). You
must be thinking, how one
can go from the Congress
after 31 years. There must
be something (for leaving
the party).. that my heart is
facing. Sometimes such de-
cisions are to be taken."

"But my ideology is relat-
ed to that of the Congress. I
am not far away from the
Congress and its ideology. I
am with the sentiments of
the party," he said.

Sibal, who has been
vocal in his criticism of the
Congress leadership, had
called for a non-Gandhi as
the new party chief.

Ambikapur, May 25: 

A man has been arrest-
ed for alleged rape and
murder of a 16-year-old
girl in Surguja district, po-
lice said on Wednesday.

His wife was also arrest-
ed for alleged abetment,
said a police official.

Reshamlal Rathia and
his wife Seema were
nabbed from their native
village in Raigarh district
on Tuesday, he said.

The body of the girl had
been found on Monday af-
ternoon in a field under
the Manipur police chow-
ki (outpost) limits in the
Surguja district, he said.

Autopsy revealed that
she had been raped and
strangled to death, he
added. During the investi-
gation, police learnt that

the accused couple and the
girl worked as labourers at
the same place near
Ambikapur, headquarters
of the Surguja district,
and the couple had not re-
ported to work since the
incident.

Bijapur, May 25: 

A constable of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
allegedly committed suicide
by slitting his wrist in the
insurgency-hit Bijapur district,
police said on Wednesday.
The incident took place at the
camp of the CRPF's 170th bat-
talion, located at Jaitaloor
road under Bijapur police sta-
tion, on Tuesday, Bijapur sta-
tion house officer (SHO)
Shashikant Bharadwaj said.
Constable Mohan, who hailed
from Haryana, committed sui-
cide by slitting his wrist on
Tuesday afternoon. Senior offi-
cials rushed to the camp and
sent the body for autopsy, he
said. The body of the
deceased constable was sent
to his native village in Haryana
on Wednesday, he said, adding
that the cause for the extreme
step was not known.

New Delhi, May 25 (PTI): 

The ED has registered a
money laundering case
against Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram and others
in connection with the al-
leged irregularities in the
issuance of visas to 263
Chinese nationals in 2011
when his father P
Chidambaram was the
home minister, officials
said on Wednesday.

The federal agency has
filed its case under the

criminal sections of the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
taking cognisance of a re-
cent first information re-
port (FIR) registered by the
CBI in the same case, they
said. The case pertains to
allegations of Rs 50 lakh
being paid as kickbacks to
Karti and his close associ-
ate S Bhaskararaman by a
top executive of Vedanta
group company Talwandi
Sabo Power Ltd. (TSPL),
which was setting up a
power plant in Punjab, the
CBI FIR had said.

The Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) had

raided the premises of the
Chidambaram family and
arrested Bhaskararaman
last week, even as Karti
Chidambaram is expected
to depose before it for ques-
tioning. This is the third
money laundering case
against Karti
Chidambaram with the
INX Media and Aircel-
Maxis cases being probed
by the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) for some
years now. The ED will
probe the possible "pro-
ceeds of crime" that could
have been generated due to
the alleged illegal activity
in the visa case, they said.

Raigarh, May 25: 

A 40-year-old man was
trampled to death by a
wild elephant in a forest of
Raigarh district, an offi-
cial said on Wednesday.

The incident took place
at Kantjhariya village
under Gharghoda forest
range on Tuesday night,
said Stylo Mandavi, divi-
sional forest officer (DFO)
of Raigarh forest said.

The victim, Anand Ram
Yadav, was returning to
the village after grazing
his cattle along with two
other villagers, when they
encountered the tusker,
she said.

Yadav was trampled to
death by the elephant,
while others managed to
escape from the spot, she
said, adding that forest of-
ficials were subsequently
alerted and the body was
sent for post-mortem.

An immediate aid of Rs
25,000 was provided to the
kin of the deceased, and
the remaining compensa-
tion of Rs 5.75 lakh will be
disbursed after comple-

tion of necessary formali-
ties, the official said.

Human-elephant con-
flicts in the northern part
of the state have been a
major cause for concern
since the last decade and
the menace has spread in
some districts of the cen-
tral region in the last few
years.

The districts facing the
menace are Surguja,
Raigarh, Korba, Surajpur,
Mahasamund, Dhamtari
and Gariaband.

Udaynaryanpur , May 25 (PTI): 

Families of small farm-
ers and factory workers
had scrimped and saved
for several years to pay for
a tour of their dreams in
Odisha and Andhra
Pradesh.

But fate willed other-
wise. The bus that took
them on their holiday
turned turtle in the inter-
vening night of Tuesday
and Wednesday at a spot
near the border between
Ganjam and Kandhamal
districts of Odisha as it
was travelling to the port
city of Vizag, leaving six
dead and 40 injured.

The bodies of the vil-
lagers who were claimed
by the accident are expect-
ed to arrive here on
Thursday. Most of those
injured will stay back in
government hospitals in
Ganjam for their treat-
ment. Fifteen of them are
in serious condition.

As reports of the
mishap reached the vil-
lage and TV news chan-
nels flashed visuals of the

accident an eerie silence
descended on Sultanpur,
which is located
Udaynaryan gram pan-
chayat area in Howrah dis-
trict. The only sound
heard were the cries of
close relatives lamenting
the dead. Kitchens
throughout the village re-
mained shut.

Villagers told PTI that a
tourist bus with 60 vil-
lagers had left Sultanpur
for Darringbadi in
Odisha's Phulbani district
on May 23. On May 24 they
had left Darringbadi, a hill
station in Kandhamal dis-
trict of Odisha, for the

sandy beaches of
Vishakhapatnam after
dinner.

Bikash Denre, who was
among the tourists in the
ill fated bus, said over
phone from Bhanjanagar
in Odisha that the vehicle
had hit a lamp post at
around 1 am and over-
turned. Denre said he was
seated just two rows be-
hind the driver. Most of
the people in the bus were
sleeping as it was night
time. Local people arrived
after some time as did the
police to begin the process
of extracting the dead and
injured.

Lucknow, May 25 (PTI): 

The Allahabad High
Court will hear on May 30
the bail plea of Union
Minister Ajay Kumar
Mishra's son Ashish
Mishra, arrested in con-
nection with the
Lakhimpur Kheri vio-
lence that claimed eight
lives in October last year.

On Wednesday, the
counsels for the state and
Ashish Mishra filed count-
er-affidavits in the matter.

Thereafter, Justice
Krishan Pahal of the
Lucknow bench of the
high court granted two
days to Ashish Mishra's
counsel to file a rejoinder
affidavit and fixed the next
date of hearing on May 30.

Four farmers and a jour-
nalist were mowed down
by vehicles allegedly car-
rying BJP workers in
Lakhimpur Kheri on
October 3 last year during
a protest over then Uttar
Pradesh Deputy Chief
Minister Keshav Prasad

Maurya's visit to the area.
In the violence that fol-

lowed, three people, in-
cluding two BJP workers,
were lynched by an angry
crowd.

In an earlier hearing on
May 9, the high court had
said political people hold-
ing high positions should-
n't make irresponsible
statements and need to
conduct themselves in a
manner befitting their sta-
tus and the dignity of
their office.

On April 18, the
Supreme Court cancelled
the bail granted to Ashish
Mishra and asked him to
surrender in a week, say-
ing the victims were de-
nied a fair and effective
hearing in the Allahabad
High Court, which adopt-
ed a myopic view of the ev-
idence .

The apex court had held
that the high court took
into account irrelevant
considerations and gave
extra weightage to the con-
tents of the FIR.

New Delhi, May 25 (PTI): 

Uttar Pradesh minister and
BJP leader Jitin
Prasada on
Wednesday took a
swipe at Kapil Sibal
after he quit the
Congress and filed his
nomination for a
Rajya Sabha seat from
UP as an Independent
backed by the
Samajwadi Party, ask-
ing him "how's the
'prasad'", in an apparent pay-
back. Prasada, a former mem-
ber of the G23 who had writ-
ten to Congress president
Sonia Gandhi seeking an
organisational overhaul before
quitting the party and joining
the BJP, took to Twitter to say,
"How's the Prasad Mr.
Sibal!#Rajyasabha," seeking
to get even with the former
Congress veteran.
When Prasada joined the BJP

months before the UP assem-
bly elections, Sibal had written
on the microblogging website,

"Jitin Prasada Joins
BJP. The question is
will he get 'prasada'
from BJP or is he just
a catch' for UP elec-
tions? In such deals if
ideology' doesn't mat-
ter changeover is
easy." Sibal had used
the "prasada" analogy
to hint at the benefits
the leader could possi-

bly reap from joining the BJP.
The pun did not go down well
with Prasada, who got a pay-
back moment when Sibal
announced he quit the
Congress on May 16 and filed
his nomination as a Samajwadi
Party supported Independent
candidate on Wednesday.
Prasada tagged Sibal's tweet
and gave it back to him in
words the latter had used
when he quit the Congress.

Kolkata, May 25 (PTI): 

The wheat ban imposed
by the Centre has
crashed prices in
mandis', hurting
farmer interests
while exporters con-
tinue to reap the
benefits of a global
price spiral by con-
tinuing with ship-
ments of the grain,
charged Jai Kisan Andolan
leader and renowned sociol-
ogist Yogendra Yadav on
Wednesday.

Yadav also accused the
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment of going back on its
promise for a committee on
the minimum support price
issue and to withdraw cases
against farmers. Wheat
prices crashed after the an-
nouncement of an export

ban, which meant a loss to
farmers already hit by a
heat wave that has reduced

crop yield. At the
same time changes
in the ban order
meant exporters
could continue to ex-
port and profit (from
high international
wheat prices), said
Yadav, who is also a
leader of the Swaraj

India party, at a press confer-
ence here.

Wheat prices crashed
from Rs 2,881 a quintal on
May 7 to Rs 2,220 per quintal
on May 13 after the ban was
announced on export of
wheat from the country, cit-
ing rise in prices. The MSP
or the price at which the
government guarantees
wheat purchased in contrast
stands at Rs 2,015 a quintal.

Bengaluru, May 25 (PTI):

Karnataka BJP strong-
man B S Yediyurappa on
Wednesday indicated the
possibility of a bigger role
for his son and the State
vice-president B Y
Vijayendra in the party, a
day after he was denied a
ticket to contest the MLC
polls.

Meanwhile, accusing
Congress of politicising
the issue, Vijayendra in
Mysuru said Yediyurappa
has never expressed desire
to make him MLC or a
Minister, and the party
leadership would decide on
how to utilise him.

"I'm not bothered much
as the State and national
leadership will take a call
on what responsibility

should be given to me,"
Vijayendra said, brushing
aside talks in some quar-
ters that Yediyurappa is
being sidelined in the
party.

He said: "Yediyurappa
and BJP are one, there is
no BJP without
Yediyurappa and no
Yediyurappa without BJP,
as he has built the party for
30-40 years and has taken
care of it like a family."

Ignoring the recommen-
dation of the State unit to
field Vijayendra for the
June 3 biennial elections to
seven seats of Karnataka
Legislative Council, the
party central leadership on
Tuesday announced names
of four candidates, hours
before the deadline for fil-
ing of nominations ended.

The move is being seen
in some political quarters

as a setback to former
Chief Minister
Yediyurappa.

"There is no need to at-
tach special meaning to
Vijayendra being denied a
Legislative Council ticket.
I'm confident that natural-
ly Vijayendra will get a big
opportunity in the future.
Party will never let down
those with capability and
loyalty," Yediyurappa said.

Speaking to reporters
here, he said the aim is to
bring the party back to
power in Karnataka in the
2023 Assembly polls, and
all efforts in this regard
would begin from "now it-
self." "I'm confident that the
BJP will get a clear majori-
ty under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in the next elections,
and come back to power,"
he added.

TERROR FUNDING

Court awards lifer to Yasin Malik

Kashmiri separatist leader
Yasin Malik being produced at

Patiala House court, in New
Delhi, Wednesday.

CRPF constable
commits suicide

Couple held for rape
and murder of minor

During the investigation,
police learnt that the accused
couple and the girl worked as
labourers at the same place
near Ambikapur, headquar-
ters of the Surguja district,
and the couple had not
reported to work since the
incident. Police tracked them
down by scrutinizing the
mobile phone call record.
Rathia allegedly confessed
that he raped the girl on
Sunday night and killed her as
she threatened to tell her
family about the crime.

About the arrest

Sibal files for RS backed by SP, says quit Cong

Former Congress leader Kapil
Sibal files his nomination papers

for Rajya Sabha in the persence of
Samajwadi Party President

Akhilesh Yadav, at Vidhan Bhawan
in Lucknow on Wednesday.

VISA SCAM CASE

ED registers money laundering case against Karti
̈ Summoned by 

CBI today

Lakhimpur case

HC to hear bail plea of
Ashish Mishra on May 30

Man trampled to
death by wild tusker

The victim, Anand Ram
Yadav, was returning to the
village after grazing his cat-
tle along with two other vil-
lagers, when they encoun-
tered the tusker. Yadav was
trampled to death by the
elephant, while others man-
aged to escape from the
spot.An immediate aid of Rs
25,000 was provided to the
kin of the deceased, and the
remaining compensation of
Rs 5.75 lakh will be dis-
bursed after completion of
necessary formalities.

About the victim

Eerie silence in Bengal village as
news of death trickles in from Odisha

Mangled remains of a tourist bus overturned and rolled down off
the road at Kalinga Ghat, in Ganjam district, Wednesday. 

‘How’s the prasad, Mr Sibal?’:
Jitin Prasada’s payback

Centre’s wheat ban hurting
farmers, but exemptions
helping exporters:  Yadav

BSY indicates bigger role for son
in BJP unit after denied ticket

̈ For MLC poll
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Contract labours stage demonstration;
submit a charter of 13 demands

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: On the
call of SWFI, the BSP con-
tract workers under the
banner of Hindustan Ispat
Theka Shramik Union
(CITU) staged a demon-
stration at Equipment
Square on Wednesday.
They submitted a charter
of 13 demands including
respectable wage settle-
ment, minimum wage
equal to S-grade, social se-
curity, employment guar-
antee, safety at workplace,
equal work-equal pay,
night shift allowance etc.

Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union General
Secretary Yogesh Soni
said that contract workers
have equal participation
in skilled and highly
skilled work like regular
workers. But the contract
workers who have equal
participation in the pro-
duction processes of the
plant are deprived of mini-
mum wages and suffer un-
necessary retrenchment

and other harassment.
There is a lot of resent-
ment among the contract
workers. Three meetings
of NJCS Sub Committee
have been conducted on re-
spectable wages of con-
tract workers and other is-
sues related to workers,
but till now no proposal
has come from the man-
agement side. All three
meetings were inconclu-
sive. Before the next meet-
ing in Delhi on May 26, the
contract workers made
their voice reach to the
higher management
through this demonstra-
tion.

The charter of demands
included minimum wage
of contract workers equal
to the minimum wage of
S-1 grade of permanent
workers; night shift al-
lowance like regular work-
ers; compassionate ap-
pointment to a dependent
in case of workplace
mishap and death due to
covid epidemic; Contract
workers should not be

changed even after chang-
ing the contract; L-1,
Reverse Auction System
and contracts below the
cost price should be
banned; Biometrics sys-
tem should be implement-
ed to check irregularities
in the attendance of con-
tract workers;
Implementation of group
insurance scheme of con-
tract workers; blacklisting
the contractors for ex-
ploitation of labourers; al-
lotment of BSP quarters to
contract workers on
lease/license; health care
facilities like the regular
workers, deployment of
permanent employees in
works of permanent na-
ture; maternity leave bene-
fits as per government
rules for female workers;
benefits of paid leave - EL
(earned leave), CL (casual
leave), FL (festival leave),
NH (national holiday); and
Minimum wage, salary
card, salary slip, social se-
curity should be ensured
to all the contract workers.

SHGs suggested to produce eco-friendly items
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: On
Wednesday, Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra Bhure
visited Nagpura and Kuthrel
area to take stock of the on-
going development works.
He inspected the Gauthans of
Nagapura and Kuthrel and
encouraged the women to ex-
plore new livelihood oriented
activities. During interaction
with the women, he said that
the government has opened
C-marts for marketing of the
products of the Self-Help
Groups. Carry bags are re-
quired at C-Mart for the visit-
ing customers.

He suggested that the
women of SHG can produce
carry bags using the old
clothes. These bags can be
sold in C-Mart. He conducted
discussion with the
Sarpanch, Secretary,
Gauthan President and
women of Self Help Groups
regarding issues for improv-
ing the Gauthan. The
Collector asked the women of
the group to promote contin-
uous production of vermi-
compost manure and garden-

ing works so that the daily in-
come of the women could in-
crease.

Nodal Officer V Sajil
Kumar informed that the de-
cision has also been taken to
cultivate flowers on half an
acre of land in Nagpura
Gauthan by the women of
Radhe Radhe Self Help
Group. They have contacted
the local flower shops for
sale. Apart from this, cultiva-
tion of vegetables will also
be done in Gauthans. Quail
rearing and Napier grass
cultivation will be done here
and a facility of drip irriga-
tion system will be installed.

An ancient Shiva temple
is located near Bandha Talab
in Nagapura which was
built during the reign of
Kalachuri kings. This an-
cient east facing temple is
dedicated to Lord Shiva and
now only the sanctum sanc-
torum exists here. The
Collector visited this temple
also. The villagers informed
him that people visit the
temple every day for dar-
shan. But due to the kuchcha
road, the devotees face in-
convenience during rainy

days. They demanded proper
roads to reach the temple.
Taking cognizance of the sit-
uation, Collector gave neces-
sary directions to the con-
cerned officials. Apart from
this, the Collector had also
visited Swami Atmanand
English Medium School lo-
cated in Nagapura, where he
inspected the building and
asked the officials of the
Education Department to
complete all the works be-
fore the commencement of
the academic session.

Collector also inspected
the Konari Nullah. The con-
cerned officer said that 120
laborers have been deployed
for repair works of 29 struc-
tures and the work will be
completed soon. Local resi-
dents and farmers of Konari
as well as Kuthrel and
Bharda gram panchayats
will be benefited from this
nullah. SDM Vinay Poyam,
District Education Officer
Abhay Jaiswal, Deputy
Collector Lokash Dhruv,
Janpad Panchayat CEO
Shailesh Bhagat, other offi-
cers and public representa-
tives were present.

One month Internship Programme
held at IDEA LAB BIT, Durg 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: Bhilai
Institute of Technology,
Durg organized an exhi-
bition of products devel-
oped by Intern-students
during the period of
Internship programme
held at IDEA LAB Bhilai
Institute of Technology,
Durg on Wednesday.

Using the knowledge of
computer science, elec-
tronics, electrical, me-
chanical intern-students
developed in total 17
multi-disciplinary proj-
ects. Prof Suchitra
Pandey, Prof Kauleshwar
Prasad, Dr Anil Kumar,
Dr Santosh Mishra along
with their team of stu-
dent ambassador

Sarthak Dambare, Tanvi
Sanghv, Anurag Rathore
and Pranav Yadav were
the organizers of this
Internship programme,
It was the first internship
programme under the
IDEA LAB banner in cen-
tral India zone.

Dr Arun Arora
(Director, BIT), Dr MK
Gupta (Principal, BIT),
Dr P Patnaik (Co-
Ordinator IDEA LAB,
BIT), Dr N Yadav
(Professor, BIT), CS
Robinson (Professor,
BIT), Dr Amit Biswas
(Professor, BIT), Dr SP
Shukla (Professor, BIT),
Dr N Tripathi (Professor,
BIT), Vinni Sharma,
Anjul Rai, Dolly Gautam,
Dr Prashant Sahu,

Anupam Gupta marked
their presence at the ex-
hibition.

Prof Nagendra
Tripathi said that
"Students showing inter-
est towards developing
multi-disciplinary proj-
ects indicated the blur-
ring of boundaries be-
tween different streams
of engineering".
Students are now imple-
menting their ideas and
thoughts into products.

Some of the Best
Products were: IOT based
gas leakage sensor with
the feature to cut off gas
supply in case of leakage
on domestic cylinder,
Cost Rs 1200; The Smart
Vehicle Mileage Detector-
a device that lets you

measure the mileage for
your vehicle which can
be installed in any type of
vehicle, the accuracy for
the device developed is
99.2%; Digital
Oscilloscope which cost
around Rs 20000 in open
market students devel-
oped it at the prize of Rs
2000; Smart Gamla
(Flower Pot) which was
developed using 3D
Printing and the capabili-
ty to automatically water
plant according to its re-
quirement is also a good
product. Dr M K Gupta
(Principal, Bhilai
Institute of Technology)
said that "Many of the
products developed by
the students are patent
worthy".

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: Durg
Police has solved the blind
murder mystery of the 28-
year-old whose body was
found in village Aundhi a
couple of days ago. Police
have arrested the mother
and younger brother of
the deceased for murder.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on
Wednesday, ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv informed
that the body of Niranjan
Yadav (28) son of Dukalu
Yadav was found lying in
bushes near his house in
village Aundhi. There
were injuries on his head,
neck, hands, abdomen and

legs.
Taking the matter into

serious cognizance, SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava directed
his subordinates to solve
the case at the earliest.
The team of Old Bhilai
Police Station launched
investigations under the
guidance of CSP Vishwas
Chandrakar.

A number of people as-
sociated with the accused
were quizzed. On suspi-
cion, his mother
Kuleshwari Yadav and
younger brother
Gyaneshwar Yadav were
taken into custody. During
sustained interrogation,
they confessed to have
killed Niranjan Yadav.

The accused

Kuleshwari Yadav and
Gyaneshwar Yadav dis-
closed that Niranjan was a
habitual drinker and had
bad intentions for his
mother. Around 23:00 hrs
on May 22, he reached
home in a state of intoxi-
cation and started misbe-
having with his mother.

The lady attacked her son
with an iron belt. He suf-
fered a fatal injury and fell
on the ground. The lady
and her younger son in-
flicted fatal injuries on
head and other parts of
the body due to which
Niranjan Yadav died on
the spot.

Police have arrested
Kuleshwari Yadav (55)
wife of Dukalu Yadav and
Gyaneshwar Yadav (25)
son of Dukalu Yadav, resi-
dents of Village Aundhi,
Old Bhilai and charges
have been framed against
them under sections 302,
201, 120 B, 34 of IPC.

The weapon used in the
crime was also seized
from them. Inspector
Manish Sharma, SI
Prakash Shukla, Head
Constable Rakesh Singh,
Constable Sarita
Meshram, Mangla Gupta,
Constable Sandeep Singh,
Krishna Singh, Vijay
Singh and Rajesh
Chandraul played a vital
role in solving the case.

Karm & Pali Shiromani awards
given in T & D department

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: Karm
Shiromani awards for
March- 2022 and April-
2022 and Pali Shiromani
for January to March 2022
were given away in
Transport and Diesel de-
partment of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant for exemplary
work by employees.
Tirthnkar Dastidar, CGM
(Traffic) was the Chief
Guest on the occasion.
Manoj Hyanki, GM (T-
Opr), GP Malik, GM (Tech

Serv), MD Reddy, Sr
Manager (Pers) and all
Senior officers of T & D
were present on the occa-
sion. Poshan Kumar Sahu,
Master Operator, Sangit
Kumar Kori, Chargeman
Cum Master Technician,
Gautam Kumar Kundu,
Chargeman Cum TXR and
D Vijay Kumar, Operator
Cum Technician were fe-
licitated with the Karm
Shiromani awards.
Saurabh Deshpande,
Senior Manager (T&D)
was felicitated with the

Pali Shiromani award by
Tirthnkar Dastidar, CGM
(Traffic). Tirthnkar
Dastidar, CGM (Traffic)
congratulated the
awardees for their contri-
bution to the department.

Employees are shortlist-
ed for this award for inno-
vations, better resource
utilisation, following
Safety standards etc at the
workplace. A certificate,
memento, letter of appre-
ciation and a sweet packet
was given to Karm & Pali
Shiromani awardees.

Two members of gang of candidate
impersonators arrested 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: Police
have arrested another two
"Munna Bhai" of the gang
of candidate imperson-
ators from Agra (UP). Six
others including the king-
pin of the gang were ar-
rested earlier on May 19
for allegedly appearing in
place of candidates in the
Constable / GD recruit-
ment of CISF. Another five
members of the gang have
been identified and search
operations are on to arrest
them.

While addressing media
persons here at the Police
Control Room on
Wednesday, ASP (City)
Sanjay Dhruv informed
that in all they have arrest-
ed eight members of the
gang of candidate imper-
sonators. They were ap-
pearing in place of the
original candidates in the
physical tests which were
being conducted at CISF

Battalion in Utai by the re-
cruitment board of
Central Industrial
Security Force. An FIR has
been lodged at Utai Police
Station under sections 419,
420, 467, 468, 120B of IPC.

During the investiga-
tion, six accused including
the kingpin of the fraud
were arrested and sent on
judicial remand on May
19. In their statement, the
accused had disclosed that
one Satyapal Singh (24)
son of Vijay Pal Singh a
resident of Khander,
Tehsil Fatehabad, District

Agra (UP) had appeared in
all written examinations
and one Nathilal (20) son
of Siyaram Verma a resi-
dent of Shahvid, Agra
(UP) had taken Rs 2 lakh
and had brought the ac-
cused for appearing in
physical tests.

On instructions of SP Dr
Abhishek Pallava and su-
pervision of ASP (Rural)
Anant Sahu and SDOP
(Patan) Devansh Singh
Rathore, a team of Utai
Police Station was sent to
Agra, Uttar Pradesh. The
team conducted raids at

the whereabouts of the ac-
cused and succeeded in ar-
resting Satyapal Singh and
Nathilal.

The team also conducted
raids at the whereabouts of
the main accused DS
Tomar in Bhind (MP) but
he had escaped. The police
team discovered that the
accused DS Tomar is post-
ed as a Constable in the
17th battalion of CISF.
Chhattisgarh Police has
communicated the infor-
mation about the accused
to its counterparts in
Madhya Pradesh for

searching and arresting the
absconding accused.

The accused Satyapal
Singh had given written ex-
aminations in place of the
above four accused. This
fact has been confirmed by
matching the fingerprints
with the biometric ma-
chine of the Central
Industrial Security Force.
Police are making efforts to
arrest 05 other absconding
accused in the case.

The accused were duly
arrested and sent on judi-
cial remand. SDOP
Devansh Singh Rathore,
Inspector Navi Monika
Pandey (SHO, Utai), Sub-
Inspector KL Gaur, ASI
Rajkumar Deshmukh,
Chandrashekhar Soni,
Constable Surendra Singh
Chauhan, Akash Tiwari,
Mahesh Devangan,
Dushyant Lahre, Mukesh
Yadav, Amar Nayak, Vijay
Kurre and Rakesh Sahu
played a vital role in arrest-
ing the accused.

Police solves blind murder mystery DMC pays tribute to the
martyrs of Jheeram Ghati
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25:
According to the instruc-
tions of state government,
the officers and employees
of Durg Municipal
Corporation paid tribute to
the martyred jawans, secu-
rity force personnel, public
representatives, senior offi-
cials of Jheeram Valley in-
cident and pledged to bring
peace in the state.

The staff and the offi-
cials of the Corporation
collected in the commis-
sioner room and paid trib-
ute to those who were mar-
tyred in the Naxal violence

at Jheeram Valley by ob-
serving a two-minute si-
lence. After that the offi-
cers, employees took oath
to make the state an island
of peace again. On this oc-
casion, Executive Engineer
Rajesh Pandey, RK Palia,
Durgesh Gupta, Mohit
Markam, Manohar Sahu,

Sharad Ratnakar,
Shubham Goir, Thansing
Yadav, Smt. Hemlata
Verma, Smt. Usha Yadav,
Vineet Verma, Roshni
Ahuja, Smt. Tara Patil,
Suraj Sarathi ,Prince,
Chitra Rekha Chandrakar
and other officers, employ-
ees were present.

Durg University team conducting
intensive inspection in B Ed colleges

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: A high
level team of Hemchand
Yadav University, Durg is
conducting inspection of
colleges affiliated to the
University for B Ed and M
Ed courses. The team is
also closely monitoring
the ongoing practical ex-
aminations in the col-
leges.

Giving this informa-
tion, the Dean of the
University, Dr Prashant
Srivastava said that the
Vice Chancellor of the
University, Dr Aruna
Palta herself physically
inspected the Prism
Education College,
Mahakakhurd in this se-

quel. Dr Palta will also in-
spect other Colleges of
Education in the coming
days.

According to Dr
Srivastava, two teams
have been entrusted with
the responsibility of in-
spection during the prac-
tical examinations of B
Ed colleges, in which the
first team includes
University Dean Student
Welfare, Dr Prashant
Srivastava and NSS
Coordinator, Dr RP
Agarwal. In the second
team, the sports director
of the university, Dr LP
Verma and Sports Officer
of Government College,
Jamgaon, Dr Naresh
Dewan have been includ-

ed.
The colleges inspected

separately by these two
teams include Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Mahavidyalaya, Junwani
Bhilai; Swami Shri
S w a r o o p a n a n d
Mahavidyalaya, HUDCO
Bhilai; Kalyan
Postgraduate College,
Bhilai; Mansa College,
Bhilai; BM College,
Kolihapuri; Badrinath
Khandelwal Education
College, Durg; Aryavart
College, Bhilai; St
Thomas College, Bhilai;
Bhilai Maitri College,
Risali; Kalyan Education
College, Aheri; Sri Sai
Education College,
Jamul; Sandeepani

Academy, Akhoti and
Shri Ram College of
E d u c u t i o n ,
Rajnandgaon; Somani
Mahavidyalaya, Somani;
Confluence College,
Rajnandgaon; Sanskar
City College of
Education Rajnandgaon.

Meanwhile, 20 results
have been declared so far
in the annual examina-
tion (private). In the ex-
amination results re-
leased on Wednesday for
MSc Mathematics, 567
candidates out of 615
candidates have been de-
clared passed, thus the
result was 92 percent.
The results of a total of
46 candidates have been
withheld.

BSP trio bags SAIL
Chairman’s Trophy For

Young Managers 2021-22
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 25: The team
from SAIL-Bhilai Steel
Plant (BSP) comprising
AP Pansari, AGM
(Finance), Naushad Alam,
AGM (Vigilance) and
Manoj Kumar
Shrivastava, AGM
(Projects) has won the
prestigious SAIL
Chairman's Trophy for
Young Managers (CTYM)
for the year 2021-22. The
final round of presenta-
tions by different teams
from SAIL's integrated
steel plants and other
units was organised today
on May 25, 2022 at
Management Training
Institute (MTI), Ranchi.

The prestigious SAIL
Chairman's Trophy for
Young Managers 2021-22
was organized on the
theme - 'Achieving world
class Project manage-
ment: Issues and

Challenges in SAIL'.
While the team from BSP
was declared winner, the
team from CET ended up
as 1st runners-up while
the team from ISP was the
2nd Runners up. This is
the second year in contin-
uation to 2020-21 that that
the team from BSP has
bagged the prestigious
CTYM trophy.

The winning and run-
ners-up teams are present-
ed the SAIL CTYM Trophy
by Chairman, SAIL every
year. The winning team
from BSP will be awarded
a cash prize of Rs 25,000/-
per member along with a
three-day visit to a steel
plant abroad. BSP teams
have won the trophy 8
times (2004-05, 2007-08,
2009-10, 2013-14, 2014-15,
2016-17, 2020-21 and 2021
22). BSP teams have also
been runners-up five times
(2006-07, 2008-09, 2010-11,
2015-16, and 2018-19).
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HISTORIC POND IN BAD SHAPE

The city’s landmark and historic pond ‘Budhatalab’ is full of waste and garbage being dumped and the authorities
are making tall claims about its beautification.

Jagdalpur, May 25:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel inaugu-
rated Jheeram Valley
Martyr Memorial at Lal
Bagh Ground in
Jagdalpur on Wednesday
and paid courteous trib-
ute to the martyrs of
Jheeram Valley incident.
He unfurled a nearly 100-ft
high tricolor in the memo-
ry of the martyrs on the
occasion.

Chief Minister said in
his address to the inaugu-
ral programme- “I pay my
humble tribute to the mar-
tyrs of the heart-wrench-
ing incident of Jheeram
Valley and I hereby dedi-
cate the Jheeram Valley
Martyrs Memorial”.

He said that these were
the public heroes of first
line who were on the path
of bringing about trans-
formation in the lives of

farmers, youth, children
and women of the state.
Today they are not with
us, but their guidance and
inspiration will remain
with us forever.

Chief Minister said that
our veteran leaders would
have been really happy to
see the justice being en-
sured to every section in
Chhattisgarh today.
However, their blessings
will always be with us,
like a guiding light. He

added that Chhattisgarh
Government will always
stand with the families of
the martyrs, under all cir-
cumstances.

This morning, Chief
Minister Baghel reached
Lalbagh ground in
Jagdalpur via helicopter
directly from Chitrakote
and walked all the way
from the helipad to
Jheeram Valley, where he
paid homage to the mar-
tyrs and inaugurated

Jheeram Valley Martyrs
Memorial. This memorial
has been established at
Lalbagh Ground in
Jagdalpur, in the memory
of 32 martyrs of Jheeram
Valley incident.

This memorial has
been established at
Lalbagh Ground in

In the Naxal attack
which took place at
Jheeram Valley on May
25, 2013, 32 people includ-
ing senior public repre-
sentatives- Nandkumar
Patel, Vidya Charan
Shukla, Mahendra
Karma, Uday Mudaliar,
Yogendra Sharma were
martyred. Many party
workers, jawans and com-
mon people had lost their
lives in this incident.
Jheeram Ghati Tribute
Day is being observed on
25th May to commemorate
the sacrifices of the mar-
tyrs.

CM inaugurates Jheeram
Valley Martyr Memorial 

Baghel pays courteous tribute to the martyrs of Jheeram Valley massacre

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 25:
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant on
Wednesday said that ac-
tion reason behind the
Jheeram Vallay massacre
should be unearthed to
close down the case and
added that it would help
in checking the repetition
of such incidents in fu-
ture.

Dr Mahant made the
above statement while
paying rich tributes to the
martyrs who had lost
their life in Jhiram Valley
attack. Speaking further,
he said that apart from fe-

licitation, the family
members should be pro-
vided other assistance so
that they can get justice.

Dr Mahant honoured
the family members of
late Vidya Charan
Shukla, late Prafful

Shukla, late Pawan
Kunda, late Tarun
Deshmukh, late Patruk
Khalko, late Emanuel
Kerketta, late Ashok
Verma, late Siyaram
Singh, late Deepak
Upadhayaya, late Gopi

Wadhwani and late
Rajendra Chandrakar
who list their life in the
Jhiram incident.

Dr Mahant also re-
leased the book titled”
Shradhanjali: Jhiram Ke
Veero Ko” ( A tribute to
Jhiram heroes) written
by Vipin Tripathi.

Senior journalist
Ramesh Nayyer presided
over the function during
which MLA Amitesh
Shukla, former MLAs
Gurumukh Singh Hora
and Rajkamal Singhania,
Raipur Development
Authority (RDA)
Chairman Subhash
Dhuppad, Khadi
Gramudyog Board
Chairman Rajendra
Tiwari and Assembly
Secretary Dinesh Sharma
were also present.

Actual reason behind Jheeram Valley 
incident should be known: Dr Mahant
 Assembly pays rich

tributes to Martyrs

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 25:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Chhattisgarh Unit
office-bearers meeting is
being organized on May
26 at party headquarters
situated at Kushabhau
Thakre premises to dis-
cuss key issues. BJP
Working Committee meet-
ing would be held on May
27 to adopt a political reso-
lution.

According to informa-
tion received, National Co
Organizational General
Secretary Shiv Prakash
would deliver his speech
to strengthen the
Organization. BJP in-
charge of party affairs in
Chhattisgarh D
Purandeswari and Co in-
charge Nitin Nabin would

also be present on the oc-
casion.

State BJP President
Vishnu Deo Sai, National
Vice President and for-
mer Chief Minister Dr
Raman Singh, Leader of
Opposition in
Chhattisgarh Legislative
Assembly Dharmlal
Kaushik and BJP
Organizational General
Secretary Pawan Sai and
other invited office-bear-
ers would be present dur-
ing the meetings.

Party insiders said that
future programes would
be approved which would
be taken up before the
people in next few days.
Party leaders may also
chalk out strategy to cor-
ner the ruling Congress in
next few days during the
meeting.

BJP think tank to discuss
strategy for two days

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 25: A
seven-day Yoga training
camp is underway at

Gudhiyari-based Tilak
Bharati School under
the direction of Coach
Narender Kumhar and
Manager Mejar Singh
ahead of the Khelo India
Youth Games Yoga com-
petition to be held at
Punchkula in Haryana
from June 4.

Prabhakar Singh and
Prakash Kumar Sahu
from Chhattisgarh
would be participating
in Khelo India games
which has brought new
enthusiasm among the
players.

Chhattisgarh Yoga
Sports Association
President Subrat Sahoo
and Secretary Sanjay
Agrawal have extended
best wishes to the play-
ers and team officials for
the Khelo Indi tourna-
ment.

Training camp gets underway
for Khelo India Yoga event

Jagdalpur, May 25: 

Gudiyapar is a remote
village situated in the
dense  Kanger Vlley
National Park. This vil-
lage is home to just 29
houses spread out over a
vast forest area surround-
ed with tall Sal trees, and
the chirping of Mynas.
The resident tribals of this
remote village have of-
fered their bow and ar-
rows in front of the Devi
and have pledged that they
will not indulge in the
practice of hunting

As soon as the news of
issuing Community Forest
Resources by the Chief
Minister reached the 120
residents belonging to 29
tribal families of
Gudiyapar village, they
started an forest-friendly

initiative to save the flora
and fauna of the forests.
The villagers took a pledge
in the presence of their
local deity that they will
give up on hunting to
maintain the food chain,
biodiversity and environ-
ment.

Permission was taken
from Gudi Devi

It is an age-old tradition-
al belief in Gudiyapar vil-
lage that they can commu-
nicate with their Devi and
she helps them take signif-
icant decisions. The vil-
lagers mutually decided
that they won’t indulge in
the practice of animal sac-
rifice anymore. The resi-
dents of Gudiyapar unani-
mously decided to put a
stop to this traditional
practice of animal sacri-
fice. Approval was granted

instantly. As soon as per-
mission was received, the
members of the Gond
community offered ar-
rows and arrows to the
goddess. Shankar Barse of
the Gond community liv-
ing in Gudiyapadar says
that even though it sounds
fictitious, we tribal fami-
lies believe that we can
talk to our goddess and
can only initiate any work
after taking her permis-
sion.

This decision taken by
the government in the in-
terest of tribal families is
a unique example that has
been set up by the state.
Chhattisgarh has become
the second state in the

country to give CFFR
rights.

Earlier this right has
been recognized in
Odisha. Gudiyapadar is a
small village of about 29
houses located inside the
Kanger Valley National
Park. The people living
here belong to the Gond
community and depend on
rainfed farming (rice,

kodo-kutki, pulses and ba-
nanas) and minor forest
produce for subsistence.

Objectives of
Community Forest
Resource Rights (CFRR):

Many tribal families
have been living in the vil-
lages under protected for-
est areas for almost a cen-
tury. Hunting wild ani-
mals is a part of our ances-

tor’s practice. Due to con-
tinuous hunting, many an-
imals have reached the
verge of extinction.

The main purpose of
the CFRR recognition is to
protect the forests only
through those people who
have been protecting that
area for a long time.
Therefore, the right of
management should also
be given to the native resi-
dents. This will help in
saving animals and con-
serving water, and forests.

‘It will also benefit the
tribal communities liv-
ing in the forest’

After the CFRR recogni-
tion, the tribal community
living in Gudiyapadar vil-
lage will also be benefited.
These rights will enable
them to stop the external
encroachment. The hunt-

ing of animals will come
to an end which will boost
eco-tourism, increase em-
ployment, and also
strengthen their economic
condition. Later, they will
also be considered for giv-
ing them farming rights in
a limited area.

Pahari Myna’s chirp-
ing will be heard in
Kanger Valley

Kanger Valley National
Park is famous for hill
myna. The falling number
of these species had put
them on the verge of ex-
tinction. But now these
tribal families will be pre-
pared as ‘Mayna Warriors’
,these warriors will en-
sure nesting sites, food
availability, and favorable
mating conditions for
Mynas. So that they can be
saved from extinction.

CM Baghel hands over CFRR certificates to the beneficiaries 

 In Nangur’s 
meeting prog

Raipur, May 25: The
Regional Science Center
in Raipur is the only cen-
ter for the exhibition of
scientific models in the
state. Scientific models at
the centre provide an op-
portunity for the general
public, teachers, re-
searchers, students, scien-
tific and technical experts
of the state to teach and
develop interest in science
in play-based method.
According to the intention
of the government, the sci-
ence center is being start-
ed for the general public,
education, research schol-
ars and students from
Sunday 29th May. This sci-
ence center will be open
for observation from
Tuesday to Sunday from 10
am to 5.30 pm. Monday
being a weekly holiday, it
will be closed. The science

center developed in an
area of ??about 10 acres
has 3 very attractive and
interesting galleries. The
exhibits in the first gallery
are related to the major
mineral wealth, forest and
environment, biodiversity
and industrial revolution
of Chhattisgarh state. The
second gallery is related to
measurement, in which
various principles of
measurement-from an-
cient measurement meth-

ods to modern measure-
ment methods, as well as
some things that cannot be
measured, are shown in
detail. The third gallery,
known as the Recreational
Science Gallery, is built on
different principles of
physics. This center con-
tributes to understanding
the principles, formulas,
methods etc. of science
and technology in a simple
and practical way. During
the period of COVID-19

pandemic, the exhibition
in this center was closed.
During this period, several
models were replaced with
new models in collabora-
tion with National Council
of Science Museums,
Kolkata, Ministry of
Culture, Government of
India. Importance and use-
fulness of water and water
consumption have been
explained in a separate
gallery for public aware-
ness. Space has always
been the center of curiosi-
ty for everyone, whether it
is the general public or the
student class. The inflat-
able planetarium is now
equipped with a digital

video projection system by
combining projectors and
other audio-visual equip-
ment. Science Center
plans to organize summer
camps in various fields of
science, physics, chem-
istry and zoology, robotics,
aircraft modellers, etc. to
make effective use of sum-
mer vacation. The main
objective of organizing
this program is to ex-
change research happen-
ing in the field of science,
so that the participants
can showcase their talent
in the field of science.
Director General of
Chhattisgarh Regional
Science Center and
Chhattisgarh Council of
Science and Technology,
Dr S Karmakar has called
upon people of the state to
visit Science Center to
look at scientific models.

Raipur, May 25:

Chairperson State
Women’s Commission Dr
Kiranmayi Nayak has
been presented with Dada
Saheb Phalke Icon award
for women’s empower-
ment. In this programme
women from different
states working in different
fields were felicitated and
this included two female
MPs, four MLAs, TV artist
Usha Nagkarni,
Haryanavi folk artist
Sapna Choudhary. In this
programme the
Ambassador of Mauritius
was also present.

It is notable here that

Chairperson CG State
Women’s Commission Dr
Kiranmayi Nayak after
holding camps in all dis-
trict headquarters in the
state, have granted justice
to not only members of
the fairer sex, but also to
all the needy persons of
different sections of the
society and talks about her
granting justice to women
has been acknowledge at
state and national level.

Dr Kiranmayi Nayak

being the chairperson of
State Women’s
Commission is using pow-
ers of the Civil Court to
grant justice to women im-
mediately. This sort of
practice has not take place
anywhere in the country
and for her achievements
and works for welfare and
justice to women, Dr
Kiranmayi Nayak has
been felicitated with Dada
Saheb Phalke Award for
women’s empowerment.

Dr Nayak felicitated with 
Dada Saheb Phalke Icon award
 For women’s

empowerment

Science Center to reopen from May 29
 Three fascinating,

interesting and 

entertaining galleries

at the Science Center

Ravinder
Singh Garewal
RRaaiippuurr:: Sardar
Ravinder Singh
Garewal, R/o
Avanti Vihar,
breathed his
last in Mumbai.
The final rites will be held
at Marwari crematorium on
Thursday at 4:00 pm. He
was father of Vivek Singh
and Kanwal Singh.

OBITUARY

CM dedicates 
AC ambulance

JJaaggddaallppuurr::  CM Bhupesh Baghel dur-
ing ‘Bhent-Mulaquat’ programme
in Nangur Gram Panchayat dedicated
a full-fledge air-conditioned
Ambulances with Oxygen and Life
support system to the people of the
region. He flagged off the ambulance
for the health centre. It is notable
here that the district administration
had funded this ambulance though
DMF funds and it will be used for pro-
viding medical services to critically ill
patients from the region.

Ch’garh becomes 2nd state to provide CFRR rights to a village in a National Park 

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, THURSDAY, MAY 26,  2022

Raipur, May 25: 

In the state level meet-
ing of the National Food
Security Mission, a total
action plan of Rs 41 crore
56 lakh 10 thousand was
approved for the year 2022-
23. In this meeting held
under the chairmanship
of Chief Secretary Mr.
Amitabh Jain, Rs. 10 crore
29 lakh 80 thousand for
rice production, Rs. 25
crore 56 lakh 10 thousand
for pulses production, one
crore 34 lakh for coarse ce-
reals production and an
action plan of Rs 4 crore 25
lakh is included for the
production of 20 thousand
more nutritious food
grains under National
Food Mission. In the meet-
ing, the Chief Secretary
has given instructions to
make crop demonstration
more effective in the  field
areas. In the meeting,
Mission Director National
Food Security Mission,
Yashwant Kumar in-
formed that 14 districts of
the state have been includ-
ed under the National
Food Security Mission
(Rice Production
Scheme). It includes

Raipur, Balodabazar,
Rajnandgaon, Kabirdham,
Bilaspur, Gaurela-Pendra-
Marwahi, Mungeli, Korba,
Raigarh, Korea, Jashpur,
Dantewada, Sukma and
Bijapur. Similarly, all 28
districts of the state have
been included under the
pulses scheme.

Eight districts of the
state have been selected
for coarse cereals (maize),
which include Gariaband,
Koriya, Balrampur,
Surajpur, Jagdalpur,
Kondagaon and Kanker.
Rajnandgaon, Kabirdham,
Surguja, Balrampur,
Koriya, Jagdalpur,
Dantewada, Kanker,

Kondagaon and Sukma
districts have been includ-
ed for nutritious food
grains Kodo-Kutki. It was
informed in the meeting
that last year under the
Food Security Mission
(Paddy), a demonstration
of zinc fortified variety
was organized in 500
hectares and fragrant
paddy in 1550 hectares.
Farmers have been en-
couraged to take these
crops.

Certified seed produc-
tion of 228 quintals of ragi
and 120 quintals of kodo
has been done to provide
seeds of nutritious grain
Kodo-Kutki, Ragi crops to

the farmers. In the meet-
ing, where there is more
potential for the growth of
palm oil plants, it should
be produced in those
areas.

He laid emphasis on the
production of Mahua,
Neem, Karanj. In the meet-
ing, encouraging farmers
to take crops of fragrant
paddy, zinc paddy, fortified
paddy instead of normal
paddy, crop demonstra-
tion, availability of seeds
of nutritious grains Kodo,
Kutki, Ragi crops includ-
ing rice, pulses in the state
under the National Food
Security Mission.
Discussion was held in de-

tail regarding the progress
of last year’s production of
oilseeds, coarse and nutri-
tive cereals and the action
plan for the year 2022-23.
Vermicompost fertilizer is
being distributed to the
farmers on subsidy. In
this, 2668 quintals of ver-
micompost have been dis-
tributed for rice and 8492
for pulse crops.

In the meeting,
Secretary of Agriculture
Department Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Secretary of Revenue
Department Mr.
N.N.Akka, Secretary of
Tribal and Scheduled
Tribe Development
Department Mr. DD Singh
along with Forest, Water
Resources, Commerce and
Industry, Officials of
Indira Gandhi
Agricultural University,
State Seed and
Agriculture Development
Corporation, National
Institute of Organic Stress
Management and
NABARD, including
Energy, Panchayat and
Rural Development
Department, Social
Welfare, Food,
Horticulture, participated.

National Food Security Mission: 
Rs 41.56 crore action plan approved

CS gave instructions to make crop demonstration effective

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2255::  

Committed to the rapid elec-
trification of mobility in
India,Tata Motors today
launched an extension to
India’sbestselling EV in the
personal mobility segment, the
new Nexon EV MAX, in
Chhattisgarh. Available across
dealerships in Raipur (Bhasin
Ventures and National Garage)
and Bhilai (Sairam
Automobiles), the Nexon EV
Max has been launched at an
attractive starting price of
Rs17.74 lakh (ex-showroom All
India).With this launch, Tata
Motors is taking the lead to
enhance the appeal of EVs and
expand the market with a new
offering for customers who are
looking for longer intercity
travel.  The new Nexon EV MAX
is powered by high voltage
state-of-the-art Ziptron tech-
nology and will be available in
two trim options – the Nexon
EV Max XZ+ and Nexon EV Max
XZ+ Lux. It will come in 3 excit-
ing colours– Intensi-Teal(exclu-
sive to the Nexon EV MAX),
Daytona Grey and Pristine
White. Dual tone body colour
will be offered as a standard.

Equipped with a 40.5 kWh
Lithium-ion battery pack, the
Nexon EV Max offers 33%
higher battery capacity, deliv-
ering ananxiety-free ARAI cer-
tified rangeof 437 km (under
standard testing conditions),
which ensures uninterrupted
inter-city travel.The Nexon EV
MAXproduces 105 kW (143 PS)
of power and delivers an
instant torque of 250 Nm avail-
able at push of the pedal,
resulting in 0 to 100 sprint
times in under 9 secs. Taking
the charging experience to the
Max level, the Nexon EV Max
will be available with options
of a 3.3 kW charger or a 7.2 kW
AC fast charger. The 7.2 kW AC
fast charger can be installed
either at home or at workplace,
which helps in reducing charg-
ing time to 6.5 hrs. Making it an
irresistible proposition, the
Nexon EV MAX will support a
faster charging time of 0 - 80%
in just 56 mins from any 50 kW
DC fast charger.   Commenting
on the launch, Mr. Vivek

Srivatsa, Head, Marketing,
Sales and Service Strategy,
Tata Passenger Electric
Mobility Ltd. said, “We at Tata
Motors are committed to the
rapid electrification of mobility
in the country, and are hum-
bled by the overwhelming
response that we are receiving
from our customers. Keeping
customer centricity at the core
and dedicated to bringing in
newer products at regular and
quick intervals, we are elated
to launch the new Nexon EV
MAX – anSUVthat offersall EV
users MAX freedom to under-
take regular and uninterrupted
long distance travel. ” 

Adding to above,Mr. Anand
Kulkarni, Vice President,
Product Line & Operations,
Tata Passenger Electric
Mobility Ltd. said, the Nexon
EV Max is a testament to our
state-of-the-art high voltage
EV architecture Ziptron,
designed for unique Indian
driving and weather condi-
tions.”

Tata Motors introduces new
Nexon EV MAX at Rs 17.74 lakh
 Head to  nearest

dealership in
Chhattisgarh 
to experience EVs
at their MAX

Raipur, May 25: 

CAIT  National Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani,
State President, Jitendra
Doshi, States Working
President Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer Ajay
Agrawal and state media
incharge Sanjay Choubey
informed the
Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT)
today has strongly raised
the issue of mal-practices
being conducted in on-
line pharmacy trade and
alleged that primarily
Pharmeasy, Medlife, 1Mg,
Netmeds (now owned by
Reliance Group), Amazon
(foreign company owned
by Amazon) Flipkart
(owned by foreign compa-
ny Walmart) are conduct-
ing business practices in
contravention of provi-
sions of The Drug &
Cosmetics Act, 1940 and
misusing the e-commerce

landscape by operating
on rock bottom prices
with 30%-40% discount
and free shipping. It’s a
case of capital dumping
in these e-pharmacies by
foreign behemoths which
is proving extremely
detrimental to the future
of the lakhs of crores of
small chemists across the
country. The retail
chemists are the last mile
connectivity and emer-
gency provisioning is en-
sured by brick-and-mor-
tar retailers who in turn
also provide livelihood to
millions of retail phar-
macies, their families
and employees.

The CAIT has once
again reiterated while its
demand for issuance of a
fresh press note in lieu of
Press Note 2 of the FDI
policy to make Indian e-
commerce trade free
from all glitches and a
competitive level playing
field for all stakeholders
and formation of a
Regulatory Authority to
monitor and regulate e
commerce business in
India. CAIT National
Vice President Mr. Amar
Parwani  &  State

President  Mr. Jitendra
Doshi  said that mush-
rooming of e-pharmacy
is causing huge hard-
ships to the retail
chemists and distributors
in the wake of anti-com-
petitive practices like
capital dumping and deep
discounting leading to
predatory pricing. Brick
and Mortar medicine re-
tailers including retail
chemists and distributors
are the first points of
contact for needy patients
across the country. E-
pharmacies with their fi-
nancial backing by large
foreign players/funds
have started disrupting
brick and mortar retail-
ers due to the unmatched
and often unsustainable
pricing.

They further said that
It is important to note
that sale of prescription
drugs and medicines
through online medium
is illegal. The legal
regime, under Drugs &
Cosmetics Act, 1940, does
not permit home delivery
of prescription medi-
cines for which a pre-
scription “in original” is
required.

CAIT urge Govt to take action
against E-Pharmacy companies

Raipur, May 25: 

School Education
Minister Dr. Premsai
Singh Tekam organised by
Chhattisgarh Sanskrit
Vidya Mandalam at his
residence office for the
year 2021-2022 of High
School (9th, 10th) and
Higher Secondary (11th,
12th) Annual exam result
declared. 96.45 percent stu-
dents have got success in
the examination results.
Minister Dr. Tekam has
congratulated and wished
all the successful students
for their bright future. It is
noteworthy that the main
examinations of the ses-
sion 2021 -22 conducted by

Chhattisgarh Sanskrit
Vidyamandalam were con-
ducted in offline mode
keeping in mind the
Kovid-19. A total of 723 stu-
dents appeared in the pre-
medium first year (class
9th), which includes 405
boys and 318 girls. A total
of 669 students appeared
in the Pre-Madhyama
Second Year (Class 10th) in
which 393 boys and 276
girls took the examina-
tion. In class 10th, 186 boys
and 209 girls have passed
in first class, 202 boys and
63 girls in second class and
8 boys and one girl in third
class. Similarly, a total of
788 students appeared in
the first year (11th), which

includes 461 boys and 327
girls. A total of 701 stu-
dents appeared in the ex-
amination in the second
year (12th), which includes
434 boys and 267 girls. In
class 12th, 339 boys and 231
girls have passed in first
class, 110 boys and 40 girls
in second class and one
boy in third class. On this
occasion Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Sanskrit
Vidyamandalam Rajesh
Kumar Singh, Assistant
Director, Laxman Prasad
Sahu, Acharya Komal of
Arsh Jyoti Gurukul
Ashram Kosarangi
Mahasamund, Acharya
Santosh Sharma of Rajiv
Lochan Sanskrit
Vidyalaya Rajim, Acharya
Surendra Kumar of
Dudhadhari Math Raipur.
Officers-employees of
S a n s k r i t
Vidyalayamandalam and
students of Arsh Jyoti
Gurukul Ashram
Kosarangi Mahasamund
were also present.

Tekam declares result of Sanskrit
Vidyamandalam examination

 96.45 percent 
students were 
successful in the
examination

Raipur, May 25: 

The swearing-in ceremo-
ny of the new elected office
bearers of Laavanya
Foundation was held at the
Laavanya Foundation of-
fice located in New
Rajendra Nagar. Patron of
the institution Bharat
Bajaj, President Sandeep
Sharma, Vice-President
Jyotsna Diwan, Secretary
Smita Jain, Joint Secretary
Suresh Nagwani,
Treasurer Sarita Sharma,
Coordinator Padma
Sharma, Executive mem-
bers Dharamvir Singh and
Sahaj Wali were elected.
The President of the
Women’s Chamber Madhu
Arora has been appointed
as the Senior Advisor of
Laavanya Foundation, ad-
ministered the oath to the
office bearers present. 15 to
20 children of slum areas

adopted by Laavanya
Foundation also participat-
ed in this program and
were distributed study kits.
All these children are
being given free art educa-
tion here.

Along with the swearing-
in ceremony, the work done
by the foundation, current
and future plans were also
discussed. Dr. Ajay Sahai,
Dinesh Mishra, Ashok
Mishra, Chandra Prakash
Khatri, Amit Gupta, Mr.
Kshitij Dewan, Mrs.
Bharavi Vaishnav, Mrs.
Savita Maurya, Mrs.
Neelima Divakriti associat-
ed with the organization
were present. The people
present congratulated the
newly elected office bear-
ers and appreciated the so-
cial service work done by
Laavanya Foundation and
wished them a bright fu-
ture.

Newly elected office bearers of
Laavanya Foundation take oath

Raipur, May 25: 

More than 200 CAs
peacefully protested
against the misbehavior
of their CA professional
colleague in Gurugram
on  May 24th, 2022, at
CGST office Tikrapara
Raipur and submitted
memorandum to
Principal Commissioner
B.B. Mahapatra.

In this protest, Raipur
CA community president
Amitabh Dubey said on
behalf of 3000 CAs of en-
tire Chhattisgarh that we
oppose the action taken
in Gurugram with CA
profession partner with-
out doing a full investiga-
tion  It is not proper to
consider people prima
facie guilty, we are not
supporting any wrongdo-
ing, but if there are some
professional mistakes
while doing the work of
CA, then separate disci-
plinary action can be
taken for that but it is ap-
propriate to consider it
straight as criminal. No,
there is an atmosphere of
despair in the entire CA
profession due to this
type of action. In this
protest , many past chair-

men of Raipur branch
and vice chairman of
CIRC CA Kishore Bardia
were also present and
they also gave their sup-
port for this protest and a
written memorandum
was given to Principal
Commissioner B.B.
Mahapatra in which a
taxpayer in Gurugram
had taken a refund of
Rs15 crore, which was
called a bogus refund. In
this case, the Chartered
Accountants of the tax-
payer were arrested by
the department while the
refund taker was not

caught. This arrest has
angered the Chartered
Accountants of the
whole country.

He said that in this
case the department did
not take any action
against the refund taker
and refund issuer. All
the rules were not fol-
lowed before the arrest.
Generally CAs issues cer-
tificates on the basis of
complete documents and
if the sword of arrest
will hang on them for
this work then how will
they do their work. If
there is any complicity in

embezzlement or corrup-
tion, then action should
be taken against them,
but it is not proper to ac-
cuse a CA just for is-
suance of certificate.

In the memorandum
we have demanded that
the first action should be
taken against any as-
sessee because the client
is the owner of the busi-
ness, the work of the CA
depends on the document
provided by the client,
such as the document in
front of him. They will
work accordingly, it is
the job of the client to

provide the documents
and the CA also mentions
it in his certificate.

After hearing the
views of all the mem-
bers, Principal
Commissioner B.B.
Mahapatra assured that
as such incidents have
never happened in
Raipur in the past. He
said that the department
and the CA professional
have always worked to-
gether, in the same way,
we will continue with
this and have assured
that we will keep this dis-
cussion in front of our
higher officials in
Bhopal.

In the end, Vice
President Ravi Gwalani
asked Principal
Commissioner  that in fu-
ture to prevent such inci-
dents in Raipur, a com-
mittee should be formed
in which senior CAs and
officers of the depart-
ment of the city should
be members, so that the
Coordination Committee
should hear the problems
in future so that the pro-
fessional people have
their say. The Principal
Commissioner said to
consider it.

Jagdalpur, May 25: 

The bitter memories of
naxal attack at Jheeram
Valley on May 25, 2013 still
haunt the minds of people
in the state, especially the
family members of the
martyrs. Today on the oc-
casion of Jheeram Martyr
Memorial Day, Chief
Minister came all the way
to inaugurate Jheeram
Memorial in Jagdalpur.
Family members of the
martyrs were over-
whelmed with emotions to

have Chief Minister
amidst them on this impor-
tant occasion. Makdali’s
husband was martyred in
the Jheeram attack. When
she saw the statue of her
husband, she was over-
whelmed with emotions.
She held the statue of her
husband and started cry-
ing. Makdali said that her
husband has sacrificed his
life for the nation.
Government has estab-
lished the memorial to ho-
nour the memories of her
husband and other mar-

tyrs. It is an extremely
emotional moment for all
of us and it is a great as-
surance to have Chief
Minister with them in this
moment, said Makdali.
She thanked Chief
Minister saying that the
government has always
taken care of the families
of the martyrs. Her
son has been given
compassionate appoint-
ment in PWD.
Referring to the Jheeram
attack, Makdali told that
on the fateful day, when
she reached home from the
market, her daughter was
in front of the TV. She was
in tears when she told her
that there was an attack in
Jheeram and her father
was martyred. We still
shudder to remember that
moment, said Makdali.
This memorial built in the
honour of the martyrs of
Jheeram attack will re-
mind the coming genera-
tions of their sacrifices for
years to come.

CA community demonstrate in front of the Central GST Department
Protest against the arrest of 2 CAs in Gurugram by the GST Department

‘Jheeram Memorial will always remind
us of the sacrifice made by the martyrs’

 Tears rolled down
Makdali’s eyes as she
held the statue of her
martyr husband



Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 25: Guru
Ghasidas Vishwavidyalaya
(Central University) is
working to preserve the
cultural heritage, tradition-
al folk arts, glorious histor-
ical heritage and glorious
history of Chhattisgarh.
The Academic Planning,
Development and
Monitoring Board consti-
tuted in the University will
establish the University as
a center for self-supporting
and inclusive development.
This statement was given
by the Honorable Vice-
Chancellor of the
University, Sir Professor
Alok Kumar Chakrawal in
the first meeting of
Academic Planning,
Development and

Monitoring Board
held on 25th May,
2022 at 10 am in the
meeting hall of the
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
building.

The meeting
began with the light-
ing of the lamp by
the guests and offer-
ing flowers to the
idol of Maa
Saraswati. After the
welcome address in the
meeting, APDMB member
and Officer on Special Duty
(Development Section),
Prof. Manish Shrivastava
introduced the topic.

Presiding over the meet-
ing, Hon'ble Vice-
Chancellor, Professor Alok
Kumar Chakrawal said
that the university is devel-
oping rapidly in the fields

of academics, research,
and innovation. Since as-
suming charge, it is my en-
deavor that our students
make Chhattisgarh strong
by marching on the path of
self-reliance. He said that
Academic Planning,
Development and
Monitoring Board is work-
ing in detail on the scheme
of self-reliant

Chhattisgarh, in which pos-
itive and constructive sug-
gestions are being given by
subject experts of every
field.

Member of Academic
Planning, Development
and Monitoring Board,
Prof. Manish Srivastava
presented various points in
the meeting for the consid-
eration of the members.

The topics of MoUs
signed with various
institutions, opening
of new departments,
CSR policy, opening
of Bio Research
Development and
Training Center,
opening of central
research facilities;
scheme related to in-
frastructure devel-
opment as per

National Education Policy
2020, establishment of
Mahima Guru Peeth and
s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g
Chhattisgarh were dis-
cussed in detail.

The purpose of the
Academic Planning,
Development and
Monitoring Board is to pe-
riodically review short-
term / long-term plans and

submit necessary sugges-
tions. The board has been
constituted on November
22, 2021.

At the end, the vote of
thanks was presented by
the Registrar of the
University, Prof
Shailendra Kumar. In the
meeting were present the
Deans of various schools,
officials, Harish Kediya,
President, Small and
Cottage Industries
Association as external ex-
pert and Deputy Secretary,
Diksha Rajput nominated
by UGC through online
medium, Samarendra
Singh nominated by
Chhattisgarh Government
and Prof. GK Agarwal and
Prof. Seema Chauhan from
Government Engineering
College.

Mainkala bags first prize in essay competition
Central Chronicle News

G a u r e l l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, May 25:
Acharya Mahavir Prasad
Dwivedi National Memorial
Committee jointly organ-
ized international essay
competition for 12 to 18 year
old children, for India and
America unit. As per the re-
sults, Mainkala Namdev of
Pendra, Chhattisgarh and
Ritwik Agarwal of America
were the winners. Mankala
Namdev will be given a cer-
tificate of Rs 21 hundred
and Ritwik will be given 50
dollars in the award.

Similarly, the second and
third place winners will
also be rewarded with cer-
tificates and cash prizes.
The names of the winning
children were announced
by Ramakant Kumar,
India's chancery chief in
the US at an online event.

He informed that in the
competition, Ritwik
Agarwal from America cat-
egory stood first and Ayati
Ojha stood second. In India
category, Mainkala Namdev
stood first, Adya Gupta sec-
ond and Fatima Ansari
third. Essays by Tamil
Nadu participants Sanjana
H, Katyayani Trivedi,
Himanshi Singh, Gungun
Mishra, Shravan Kumar
Mishra, Shantanu Pandey
and Pankaj Kumar were
also appreciated.
Consolation prizes were an-
nounced for all. The win-

ning children also read out
their essays. Dr. Kripa
Shankar Choubey, the chief
guest of the prize distribu-
tion ceremony and chair-
man of the Department of
Mass Communication,
International Hindi
University, congratulated
all the winning children
and said that at a time when
the crisis is deepening in
various genres of Hindi, the
children are being organ-
ized by the Acharya
Dwivedi National Memorial
Committee.

The President of the

America unit of the com-
mittee, Manju Mishra,
along with all the partici-
pating children, along with
the members of the jury
present in the
program,were Professor
Neelu Gupta (USA), Dr.
Padmavati (Chennai), Dr.
Bharti Singh (Noida) Mr.
Anupam Parihar
(Prayagraj). The program
was conducted by Mrs.
Rachna Srivastava, a senior
member of the US unit and
Shonali Srivastava of
America presented
Saraswati Vandana in a
melodious voice. Members
of the American unit Dr.
Kusum Napsik, Mrs.
Mamta Tripathi, Ganesh
Dutt, Ms. Neelam Singh,
Mrs. Sangeeta Dwivedi,
Sudhir Dwivedi, Karuna
Shankar Mishra, Abhishek
Dwivedi, etc. were present
in the program.

Online summer camp
gets underway

Central Chronicle News

Pali, May 25: Summer va-
cation is the best time to
relax and enjoyed with
everyone. School remains
close at this time because
of high temperature dur-
ing this season. Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School Pali has
organised a online sum-
mer camp from 17th May
to 11th June 22 for the stu-
dents. Miss Rekha
Jaltare(L) is the incharge
of these classes.

The classes for junior
section are yoga, PT ,
Gardening , Moral educa-
tion, English speaking etc.
so they can develop them-
selves and enhance their
personality regarding
their interest. Teacher's

are taking online summer
classes with an enthusi-
asm and for the Higher sec-
tion we are having some
interesting classes like
yoga, PT , Music, Maths ac-
tivity, Science activity and
G.K. for them so they can
enjoy their classes and this
helps students to develop
their self potential.

Most of the students are
interested in science and
our teacher's are taking
science activity so the stu-
dents can also practice
some activity with their
own knowledge. Teacher's
are also teaching students
some basic home applying
things. These skills are re-
quired for developing an
all- rounder personality,
said school Principal 
D C Negi.

Two nabbed for looting a
shopkeeper of Rs 2 lakh

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 24: A
local shopkeeper Ashok
Dulhani after closing his
shop at Sanjay Bazar left in
his Scooty for his residence
in Kuharpara and mid-way
he stopped to have snacks
(gupchup) at 'Ustad
Gupchup' centre. He
parked his Scooty there
and when he returned he
found cash of Rs 2 lakh and
one silver coin missing. On
this Dulhani filed a com-
plaint at Kotwali Thana
and a case under section
379 was filed.

The Police on checking
the CCTV footage nabbed
two suspects viz. A. Anil
R/o Ganjam Odisha and
Karan Netam R/o
Mahasamund, after
gheraoing them in Sanjay
Bazar. On interrogation

both accepted to have lifted
Rs 2 lakh from the Scooty.
The Police recovered cash
of Rs 2.15 lakh and one sil-
ver coin from the Scooty
and seized one mobile
phone and a bike bearing
No. OD 32 E 5340 used in the
crime. The accused have
changed their number
plate of Pulser vehicle to
CG 08 4578 and then com-
mitted the crime. Both the
accused were produced in
the Court by Kotwali thana
and sent to jail. In this case

under guidance of DIG and
SSP Jitendra Singh Meena,
Addl. SP Omprakash
Sharma, city (SP)
Hemsagar Sidar formed a
team and based upon the
CCTV footage they zeroed
on to the accused and
nabbed them. T hey in-
formed the police that both
had been following him
since he left his shop and
finding an opportune mo-
ment they managed to loot
cash of Rs 2 lakh from his
Scooty.

Workshop on menstrual hygiene 
and management organized

Central Chronicle News

Konta/Sukma, May 25:
On May 25, a "menstrual
hygiene and management
workshop" was organized
in collaboration with
Sukma District
Administration, Health
Department and
Chhattisgarh V The People
Foundation.

In the workshop, in the
presence of officers and
employees of Health
Department, Women and
Child Development
Department, Mitanin
Program, National Rural
Livelihood Mission, WIPS
program, and other coordi-
nation departments, the
workshop was completed
by exchange of communi-
cation to change the behav-
ior and reduce misconcep-
tions in the subject of men-
strual hygiene. was done.
The workshop was inaugu-

rated by the chief guest
Mrs. Sheetal Harish
Kawasi.

An appeal was made by
the Civil Surgeon Sukma
and the Chief Medical
Officer to bring awareness
at the community level
about the need for menstru-
al hygiene, management
and to reduce the miscon-
ceptions.

Giving detailed informa-
tion about menstrual hy-

giene and management
through communication
and mutual dialogue by
Rajesh Baghel, District
Coordinator of
Chhattisgarh We The
People Foundation, an ap-
peal was made to bring
awareness through activi-
ties in the community
using sanitary napkin pads
or available cotton clothes. .

Describing menstrual
hygiene as a serious matter,

Chief Guest Mrs. Sheetal
Kawasi said that many seri-
ous diseases can be avoided
by taking care of cleanli-
ness during menstruation.

Appealing for distribu-
tion of free sanitary pads
in rural tribal and vulnera-
ble areas and making the
community aware, he said
that after this program,
there will definitely be a be-
havioral change in men-
strual hygiene in the area.

Chandrabhan Singh
Bansod CMHO, Yashwant
Kumar Dhruv Civil
Surgeon, Ms. Bismita
Patile DPO Women and
Child Development
Department, Malaria
Coordinator, Sector
Supervisor, Mitanin Block
Coordinator, Anganwadi
Worker, Mitanin, WIPS
Program Coordinator etc.
were present in the pro-
gram.

p Looted near
‘Gupchup’ centre 
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Schemes have ensured
social, economic rights 

of needy: Sharma
Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 25: DCC
District President Rajiv
Sharma said that
Chhattisgarh is the first
state in the country, where
through 'Nyay Yojana', the
social and economic
rights of every individual
has been fulfilled.

It is in order to grant
justice to the farmers and
underprivileged sections
of the society, many steps
have been taken through
schemes and programmes
to raise their standard of
living and make them eco-
nomically stable.

The state government
under leadership of CM
Bhupesh Baghel is ex-
panding all schemes and
plans and stands commit-

ted to
make it
more ef-
f e c t ive.
he in-
f o r m e d
that the
state gov-
ernment

with intentions for jus-
tice 'Nyay' to all sections
of the society, launched
'Rajiv Gandhi Kissan
Nyay Yojana', 'Rajiv
Gandhi Gramin Krishi
Bhumiheen Mazdoor
Nyay Yojana' and
'Goudan Nyay Yojana and
distributed amount as in-
centives to the beneficiar-
ies and by doing so CM
Bhupesh Baghel fulfilled
his responsibilities in
strengthening rural 
economy.

Rajiv-Sharma

More than 16000 farmers
avail loans of Rs 42 cr

Central Chronicle News

Dhamtari, May 25:
Farmers and farming
both are set to get a face
lift in the region, with
more than 16 thousand
farmers getting loans
worth more than 42
crores including cash and
material for cultivation.

It is noteworthy that in
the Rabi season, farmers
take paddy crop every
year in an area of 1.55
lakh hectares in
Dhamtari district and
this year also a target has
been fixed by the
Agriculture Department
for the cultivation of
paddy.

According to informa-
tion about 5000 farmers
are registered in

Dhamtari district and at
present, there are 74 soci-
eties in the district,
through which loans and
food items are being dis-
tributed to the farmers
for the preparation of
Rabi crop.

According to a senior
official of the concerned
department, as on May
23, about 16 thousand 437
farmers in the district
have taken a loan of 35
crore 96 lakh 24 thousand
in the form of cash, while
distribution of 9 crore 74
lakh 61 thousand in the
form of material has
been done. In this way,
against the target of dis-
tributing 270 crore loans,
till now, loans of 41 crore
farmers have been dis-
tributed.

Farmers Devendra
Patel, Keshav Devangan,
Narottam Sahu told that
there has been a huge
rush in cooperative soci-
eties to take loans includ-
ing taking fertilizer seeds
and in such a situation,
they are facing a lot of
problems due to the rush
and there has been a de-
mand to make it better so
that farmers can get
loans and fertilizer seeds
on time.

What officer says
Loans are being dis-

tributed to the eligible
farmers as per the re-
quirement of the soci-
eties. Till now no com-
plaint has been received
from anywhere. Shivesh
Mishra, Officer,
Cooperative Society

Councilors submit
memorandum against

illegal plotting
Central Chronicle News

Arang, May 25:
Congress councilors
submitted a memoran-
dum to CMO Saurabh
Sharma, demanding
action in relation to
breaking the road con-
struction done by the
land mafia and freeing
the government land
and setting up a board
at the required place.

In the memoran-
dum, the councilors
said that illegal plot-
ting is being done in-
discriminately under
the nose of the admin-
istration in the

Municipal Council
Arang border area.

The innocent people
of the city are being
misled and they are
falling prey to fraud by
buying the plot being
cut on government
land out of ignorance,
the councilors said.

Chief Municipal
Officer Saurabh
Sharma said on the
memorandum given by
the councilors that all
the illegal plotting
done by the land mafia
and the road, way,
drain and garden has
been built on the gov-
ernment land, it will

be demarcated and
freed by the municipal-
ity. The Congress
councilors appealed to
the citizens of the city
not to fall in the trap of
land mafia and not to
buy plots without ap-
proval from RERA.

NAPA Vice
President Narsing
Sahu, Councilors
Sharad Gupta, Diksha
Suraj Sonkar,
Rammohan Lodhi,
Gauri Bai Devangan,
Dhaneshwari Khilwan
Nishad, Sameer Gori,
Deepak Chandrakar
were present to give
the memorandum.

Chairperson CPC
inspects ‘SBM’

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 25:
Chairman of
Chhattisgarh Child
Protection Commission
Mrs. Tejkunwar Netam
inspected the Child
Observation Home at
Nutan Chowk and 'Sewa
Bharati Matruchhaya'
(SBM) operated at
Kudund here. She met
the children and employ-
ees living in these institu-
tions and took stock of
the facilities being pro-
vided and lauded the
service-oriented women
and employees engaged
in the service of the des-
titute children.

Members of Child
Protection Commission,
Pooja Satnam Singh
Khanuja, Pushpa Patle,
Asha Santosh Yadav,
Sonal Kumar Gupta and
Augustine Banard were
also present on the occa-
sion. It is worth mention-
ing that the Mathru
Chhaya Sansthan, which
is funded by the
Department of Women
and Child Development,
takes care of destitute
children up to the age of
6 years and at present
there are 23 children in
the institution.

President of the social

service organization,
Shantanu, vice-president
and secretary, Rohit
Bhange apprised the
president about the
working of the organiza-
tion and some problems
being faced by it. He said
that Matruchhaya is also
recognized by the state
government as an adop-
tion agency and since the
formation of the institu-
tion in the year 2004, till
now 314 children have
been given in adoption
under the legal process.

CPC Chairman also in-
spected the Children's
Observation Home at
Nutan Chowk and met
the children and also in-
quired about the incident
of two children running
away by climbing a wall a
week ago and after fixing
the responsibility for
this, instructed the offi-
cials to take action
against them. On this oc-
casion, former Nagar
Panchayat President of
Sirgitti Satnam Singh
Khanuja, District
Program Officer
Suryakant Gupta,
District Women and
Child Development
Officer Smt. Neha Rathia
along with departmental
officers and employees
were present.

CU to become center of self-supporting 
and inclusive development: VC

PRESS CONFERENCE

Actresses Tridha Choudhury (R) and Anupriya Goenka
pose during a press conference for her Hindi language
web series ‘Aashram’ season 3, in Mumbai.

WATERLOGGED STREET

Vehicles wades through a waterlogged street after heavy rains at Bamunimaidan, in Guwahati, Wednesday.
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Char Dham yatra 
 Dehradun: The Char

Dham yatra was re-
sumed on Wednesday
morning as the weath-
er improved with pil-
grims waiting in
Sonprayag,
Gaurikund and
Jankichatti allowed to
proceed for the
Himalayan temples.
The pilgrimage had to
be halted temporarily
for the second consec-
utive day on Tuesday
due to snowfall and
rain on Char Dham
routes. The weather
turned normal on
Wednesday and pil-
grims who had been
asked to wait in
Sonprayag,
Gaurikund and
Jankichatti on way to
the temples for safety
reasons on Tuesday
were permitted to re-
sume their onward
journey, Kedarnath-
Badrinath temple
committee said.

Tiger carcass found
 Bahraich (UP):

Forest workers on pa-
trol duty have found a
tiger carcass in the
Katarnia range of
the Katarniaghat
Wildlife Division, of-
ficials said on
Wednesday.
Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO) Akash
Badhawan said the
estimated age of the
animal is around five
years, and the car-
cass was found at 4.30
pm on Tuesday. “No
parts of the tiger’s
body is missing.
Porcupine quills
were found in its
chest near the neck.

Six tourists killed
 Berhampur (Odisha):

At least six tourists
from West Bengal,
four of them women,
were killed and 40
were injured late on
Tuesday night when
the bus they were
travelling in rolled
down the road at
Kalinga Ghat in the
borders of
Kandhamal and
Ganjam districts of
Odisha, police said.
The incident took
place past midnight
near Durgaprasad vil-
lage in Ganjam and 15
people among the in-
jured are in serious
condition, the police
said on Wednesday.

Car-truck collision 
 Barabanki (UP):

Four people were
killed in a collision be-
tween a car and a
truck here, police said
on Wednesday. The in-
cident took place
around 8 pm on
Tuesday near Palhari
crossing in
Safdarganj area, they
said. The deceased
were identified as
Shabi Haider (40),
Amir Haider (42),
Anish Haider (45) and
one unidentified, all
residents of
Thakurganj district
in Bihar, Station
House Officer (SHO)
of Safdarganj Police
Station Abhishek
Tiwari said.

Burnt alive 
 Rishikesh: A caged

leopard which had
killed a woman re-
cently in Saplori vil-
lage of Pauri district
was burnt alive by
villagers, officials
said on Wednesday. A
case has been regis-
tered in connection
with the incident that
took place on
Tuesday against 150
people, including the
Gram Pradhan con-
cerned, under the
wildlife protection act
and other relevant
sections, conservator
of forests, Garhwal
circle, Nityanand
Pandey said.

Srinagar, May 25:

A group of Kashmiri
Pandits staged a demon-
stration in Jammu on
Wednesday in support of
the demand for the reloca-
tion of the community
members employed in
Kashmir under the prime
minister’s package, who
are on protest following
the killing of their col-
league, Rahul Bhat, by ter-
rorists earlier this month.

The protesters assem-
bled under the banner of
the newly-formed
Kashmiri Pandits United
Front in front of the statue
of Maharaja Hari Singh,

near the Tawi bridge in
the heart of Jammu, rais-
ing slogans against the
Jammu and Kashmir ad-
ministration and demand-
ing security to the commu-
nity members serving in
the valley under the prime
minister’s package.

“We have come here
(Jammu) to support the
protesting prime minis-
ter’s package employees
who are demanding their
relocation till the situation
improves in the valley,”
KPUF convenor Satish
Kissu, a retired govern-
ment officer, said.

He said the demand of
the Pandit employees is

genuine, keeping in mind
the killing of Bhat, who
was shot dead inside his
office in broad daylight in
the Chadoora area of cen-
tral Kashmir’s Budgam
district on May 12.

Condemning targeted
killings by terrorists,
Kissu said the security sit-
uation in the valley is not
conducive, as is evident
from the latest killing of a
policeman and injuries to
his minor daughter out-
side their house in
Srinagar on Tuesday.

Amid anti-Pakistan and
pro-India sloganeering,
the protesters accused the
government of holding the
prime minister’s package
employees hostage in the
valley.

“Bhat’s killing was the
result of the administra-
tion’s failure. He was
killed because of a securi-
ty lapse as his killers
walked into his office and
fled the scene without fac-
ing any resistance after
killing him. The incident
has sparked panic among
the community,” KPUF
spokesperson Kuldeep
Pandita said.

Kashmiri Pandits protest in Jammu,
step up ‘shift out of Kashmir’ demand

New Delhi, May 25:

Reacting to former
Union Minister Kapil
Sibal quitting the
Congress, party General
Secretary KC Venugopal
said that “people come and
go from our party” and did
not blame anyone for the
move. “He had already
written a letter to the
Party President. The letter
says that he firmly be-
lieved in the values of
Congress. He said nothing
else. Let him state his posi-
tion. Then I can say. The
resignation letter is of a
very high standard. People
come and go from our
party. This is a big party.
Some may be leaving the
party. May some going to
other parties. I am not
going to blame anybody

who left the party.
Congress has a vast
space,” Venugopal said.
He added, “The party will
be completely rebuilt. It in-
tends to go with a compre-
hensive re-organization. A
lot of guidelines are going
to come. Each person will
have a task.”

“During this regime,
the Central Government is
using the CBI, intelligence
and all other agencies to
eliminate political oppo-

nents. They are working to
eliminate other political
parties by using vicious
methods that have never
been used by any govern-
ment. It’s hard to survive.
But we have confidence.
The Congress has the
strength to overcome this.
The Congress also has
leaders for that. There will
be temporary setbacks
here and there. We will
study the problems. The
party will be strengthened
and taken forward bril-
liantly,” he said.

Sibal revealed today that
he has quit the Congress
party, dropping a bomb-
shell moments after filing
his nomination papers for
Rajya Sabha as an inde-
pendent candidate sup-
ported by the Samajwadi
Party.

People come and go, 
Cong reacts to Sibal quitting

Ahmedabad, May 25 (PTI):

Quota agitation leader
Hardik Patel’s move to
leave the Congress ahead
of the Gujarat Assembly
polls due later this year is
not likely to affect the
party’s prospects as he has
lost credibility, a senior
state Congress leader
claimed, while some politi-
cal analysts dubbed him as
not more than a “televi-
sion tiger”.

While the Congress had
benefited from Patel’s agi-
tation seeking reservation
for Patidars in 2017, his
community’s support to
the party dwindled after
he joined the Congress in
2019.

The Congress lost the
2017 Gujarat elections,
falling just short of nine
seats in the 182-member

Assembly, and was then
being seen as having the
potential to dethrone the
BJP, which has been in
power in the state for over
two decades .

But, the Congress now
has a tough task ahead to
take on the ruling BJP, say
political experts.

Patel, who had joined
the Congress in 2019, re-
signed from the party last
week.

However, state Congress
leaders say his move will
not affect the party’s
prospects.

“See the comments on
social media...all are
against Hardik’s move to
leave the Congress. He has
lost his credibility, state
Congress president
Jagdish Thakore claimed
while talking to PTI.

But, political analyst

Dilip Gohil said the
Congress’s position is al-
ready weak this time as
there is no such atmos-
phere like the Patidar
quota agitation had creat-
ed before the 2017 elec-
tions, which helped the
party increase its tally in
the state.

“In fact, data says most
of the Patidars did not
vote for the Congress in
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls
and subsequent panchayat

and civic polls, which the
BJP won in a grand man-
ner, he said.

So practically, on the
ground, Hardik’s move to
leave the Congress will
have no effect. He was a
favourite of the media dur-
ing the quota agitation,
hence his move to quit the
Congress made news. But,
he is more of a ‘television
tiger’ now, like leaders
used to be termed as
‘paper tigers’ during the
print media boom, Gohil
claimed.

He said the Congress is
facing other challenges
also, like the emergence of
the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) in the state, and fail-
ing to create a momentum
so far in the campaign for
the forthcoming state
Assembly polls.

“The Congress was to

bring in Prashant Kishor
as a strategist and new
leaders like Naresh Patel,
but it has not happened so
far. Even an extremely
Leftist leader like Jignesh
Mevani will harm the
Congress, instead of help-
ing it as his views are not
likely to be appreciated in
the industrialised and
right wing-dominated
Gujarat, he claimed.

Earlier, Hardik Patel,
Alpesh Thakor and
Jignesh Mevani, products
of the caste-based agita-
tions in Gujarat in 2015,
had tried to create an anti-
BJP atmosphere in the
state before the 2017 polls.

After the quota agita-
tion, Thakor emerged as a
key leader opposing the in-
clusion of Patidars in
Other Backward Class
(OBC) quota list.

Hardik lost credibility by leaving Cong, is more of ‘TV tiger’: Political experts

Jammu, May 25 (PTI):

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha on Tuesday
evening met pace sensa-
tion Umran Malik here
and said the administra-
tion will take care of his
training and other facili-
ties. Malik, who received
his maiden call-up for the
national team for the up-
coming five-match T20
International home series
against South Africa start-
ing June 9, reached his
Jammu residence on
Monday after taking part
in the Indian Premier
League (IPL).

A large number of
youngsters visited the
pacer’s Malik Market resi-
dence through the day and

clicked selfies with him.
The cricketer, who is nick-
named ‘Jammu Express’,
was also seen waving at
the crowds from the bal-
cony of his house.

Malik picked up 21 wick-
ets in 13 games for
Sunrisers Hyderabad in
the IPL. However, it’s his

ability to bowl consistent-
ly at 95 miles per hour that
has caught the imagina-
tion of all and sundry with
calls for his immediate se-
lection in top-flight crick-
et. “The whole country is
proud (of Umran). The
government will take care
of his training and other

facilities,” Sinha told re-
porters after meeting
Malik. Asked whether the
government will provide
Malik a job, the LG said,
“There is a provision in
the sports policy and
whenever he wishes, the
government will provide
him this opportunity.”

A Raj Bhavan release
said Sinha congratulated
Malik for his selection in
Team India and appreciat-
ed his hard work. “His re-
markable achievement is a
proud moment for the en-
tire Jammu and Kashmir,
and it will motivate and in-
spire many more youths
from the UT (union terri-
tory) to follow his footsteps
and bring laurels to
Jammu Kashmir and the
country,” Sinha said.

J-K LG meets cricketer Umran Malik, says
administration will take care of his training

Bhubaneswar, May 25 (PTI):

As the ruling Biju
Janata Dal and opposition
BJP are engaged in a war
of words over the Puri
Heritage Corridor Project,
senior saffron party leader
Bijay Mohapatra targeted
the Archaeological Survey
of India (ASI) and alleged
that the central agency
was responsible for the
mess. While demanding a
CBI probe into the entire
corridor project episode,
Mohapatra Tuesday said:
“The ASI remained silent
all along when the state
government demolished
mutts and also excavated
bug pits within 75 metres
from the protected monu-
ment like Shree
Jagannath Temple.” Had

ASI done its job properly
and raised an objection
from day one, this contro-
versy would not have
taken place, he said.

Mohapatra alleged that
the ASI had taken any ac-
tive interest in the project
from the beginning.

The senior BJP leader
said the ASI should have
set up a technical or expert
panel to examine the proj-
ect but it has not been
formed yet. The state gov-
ernment too could have set
up such a panel by consult-
ing the ASI, but it was
again not done, he said.

Mohapatra alleged that
the ASI “completely
failed” in discharging its
responsibility and powers
bestowed on it which has
led to a major controversy

today. It did not take any
step to stop or inspect the
project despite having the
powers to do so, he said.

This apart, Mohapatra
said that ASI’s counsel
was silent all along when
the Orissa High Court
took up the matter. The
ASI only participated in
the joint inspection follow-
ing a direction of the High
Court.

He also “blamed” the
ASI for not conducting im-
pact assessment survey,
ground assessment survey
and Ground Penetrating
Radar (GPR) survey at the
site before execution of
the work. “No one should
play politics with the
Jagannath Temple in Puri,
be it the party in power or
those in opposition.

BJP leader blames ASI for 
Puri Heritage Corridor fiasco

Srinagar, May 25 (PTI):

A baby girl, who was de-
clared dead soon after
being born at a Ramban
hospital but found alive an
hour after her burial, died
at a medical facility here
on Wednesday, officials
said.

Medical Superintendent
of the government-run G
B Pant Children Hospital
Dr Nazir Hussain
Choudhary said the baby
died at 6.30 am at the
neonatal intensive care
unit.

She was found alive
after her family had been
forced to dig up her grave
when local people in
Hollan village objected to
her burial at their grave-
yard.

The baby was admitted
to the Srinagar hospital on

Monday soon after she
was found breathing,
Choudhary told PTI.

“She was a premature
baby, had low birth weight
with respiratory distress
and was admitted in the
ICU at the hospital,” he
said.

The baby belonged to
Basharat Ahmad Gujjar
and Shameema Begum,
who had a normal delivery
on Monday morning at the
sub-district hospital in
Banihal, Jammu.

The baby was declared
dead after being born, fol-
lowing which her family
decided to bury her at
Hollan village.

However, when they
were returning to the hos-
pital, local people objected
to the burial, forcing the
family to dig out the grave
nearly an hour later.

Newborn, found alive after being
buried, dies at Srinagar hospital

Gurugram, May 25 (PTI):

The Special Task Force
probing a Rs 30 crore heist
in Gurugram on Tuesday
requested a court for per-
mission to conduct a lie de-
tector test on suspended
IPS office Dheeraj Setia,
an accused in the case.

The STF said Setia may
be concealing important
leads in the case.

Setia, who appeared in
the court, consented to the
polygraph test but de-
manded that it be conduct-
ed in Delhi-NCR, public
prosecutor Jagbir
Sehrawat said.

In the court of addition-
al district sessions judge
Tarun Singhal, the STF
sought permission for con-
ducting the test in a place
like Hyderabad or

Ahmedabad. The court is
expected to pronounce its
decision on the next hear-
ing on May 31. Setia is cur-
rently on bail.

The STF also took into
seven-day custody another
accused, Chetan Mann
alias Boxer, after getting
him on a production war-
rant from Delhi. Chetan
Mann is a close aide of key
accused and mastermind
of the heist, gangster
Vikas Lagarpuriya.

Two doctors and a Delhi
policeman are also ac-
cused in the case.

The incident had taken
place on August 4 last year.
The accused had broken
into a flat in Sector 84 here,
decamping with Rs 30
crore in cash. An office of
a private company was
being run from the flat.

Rs 30 crore heist: STF seeks to 
conduct polygraph test on 

suspended IPS officer Dheeraj Setia
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PROTEST MARCH

Policemen surround a vehicle carrying leaders of Pakistans key opposition as they try to
stop the car during a protest march toward Islamabad in Lahore, Pakistan, Wednesday.

BILATERAL EXERCISE

The third edition of the Indian Navy – Bangladesh Navy Bilateral Exercise ‘Bongosagar’ commences at Port Mongla,
at the Bagerhat district in Bangladesh. The harbour phase of exercise is scheduled from 24-25 May which will be
followed by a sea phase in the Northern Bay of Bengal from 26-27 May. 

BRIEF
Emissions group

Davos (Switzerland):
U.S. climate envoy
John Kerry says the
U.S. and China are
making progress on
putting together a
group to work toward
quickly reducing
greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Kerry told The
Associated Press dur-
ing the World
Economic Forum
meeting in Davos that
the the world’s two
largest emitters of
greenhouse gases are
close to agreeing on
the structure of the
group and how deci-
sions would be made.

Police raid 
Rio de Janerio:
Police in Rio de
Janeiro raided the
Vila Cruzeiro favela
before dawn Tuesday
in an operation that
prompted a fierce fire-
fight and state officials
said at least 11 people
died. The operation
was aimed at locating
and arresting criminal
leaders, some from
other states, police
said in a statement.
The statement said
agents were fired upon
while preparing their
incursion, that one
resident was shot and
killed on site.

Monkeypox risk 
Johannesburg: South
Africa has no monkey-
pox cases yet but the
risk of importation of
infection is a reality,
the National Institute
for Communicable
Diseases (NICD) has
said, amid concerns in
Europe over growing
infections. After the
World Health
Organization (WHO)
was notified of the
first case of monkey-
pox in the United
Kingdom with a trav-
eller from Nigeria af-
fected by it on May 13,
14 more countries re-
ported a total of 140
cases of the disease,
which was first identi-
fied in Africa some
time back.

Teen shot dead 
Jerusalem: Health
authorities said a 16-
year-old Palestinian
died early Wednesday
after being wounded
during clashes with
Israeli forces in the
occupied West Bank,
the latest in a wave of
violence that has per-
sisted for months. The
Palestinian health
ministry said Ghaith
Yamin was wounded
by a gunshot to the
head and died at a
hospital.

19 indicted 
Boston (US):
Nineteen people have
been indicted in a
complex money laun-
dering scheme to move
millions of dollars in
drug proceeds from
Colombian cartels
through U.S. banks,
federal prosecutors
said Tuesday.

Houston, May 25 (PTI):

In one of the worst
school shootings in
American history, an 18-
year-old gunman in body
armour massacred at
least 21 people, including
19 children and two
adults at an elementary
school in Texas state,
with an emotional

President Joe Biden urg-
ing lawmakers to “turn
this pain into action” to
control the powerful gun
lobby. The youth opened
fire at Robb Elementary
School in Uvalde town,
Texas, 134 km from San
Antonio, at about 11.30
AM on Tuesday before he
was killed by law enforce-
ment, officials said.

Investigators say the
suspect was armed with a
handgun, an AR-15 semi-
automatic rifle and high-
capacity magazines.

Texas Governor Greg
Abbott identified the
killer as Salvador Ramos,
a resident of the area
where the school was lo-
cated. The shooter’s mo-
tive remains unclear.

The teenager is sus-
pected of shooting his
grandmother at the start
of the rampage, US media
reports said.

“He shot and killed hor-
rifically, incomprehensi-
bly. Fourteen students
and a teacher were
killed,” Abbott said. Later
the toll was raised to 19
children and two adults
dead. Two law enforce-
ment officers were shot
but are expected to recov-
er, Abbott said.

Names of the deceased
and other details were yet
to be released. According
to the school website, its
students are aged be-
tween 5 years and 11
years.

Texas school massacre: 19 children,
2 adults shot dead, several critical

People leave the Uvalde Civic Center following a

shooting earlier in the day at Robb Elementary School,

in Uvalde, Texas. 

Kyiv, May 25 (AP):

Workers digging
through the rubble of an
apartment building in
Mariupol found 200 bodies
in the basement,
Ukrainian authorities, as
more horrors come to light
in the ruined city that has
seen some of the worst suf-
fering of the 3-month-old
war.

The bodies were decom-
posing and the stench
hung over the neighbour-
hood, said Petro
Andryushchenko, an ad-
viser to the mayor. He did
not say when they were
discovered, but the sheer
number of victims makes
it one of the deadliest
known attacks of the war.

Heavy fighting, mean-
while, was reported in the
Donbas, the eastern indus-
trial heartland that
Moscow’s forces are intent
on seizing. Russian troops
took over an industrial
town that hosts a thermal
power station, and intensi-
fied efforts to encircle and
capture Sievierodonetsk
and other cities.

Twelve people were

killed by Russian shelling
in the Donetsk region of
the Donbas, according to
the regional governor. And
the governor of the
Luhansk region of the
Donbas said the area is
facing its most difficult
time in the eight years
since separatist fighting
erupted there.

The Russians are ad-
vancing in all directions at
the same time. They
brought over an insane
number of fighters and

equipment,” the governor,
Serhii Haidai, wrote on
Telegram. The invaders
are killing our cities, de-
stroying everything
around. He added that
Luhansk is becoming like
Mariupol.

Mariupol was relentless-
ly pounded during a near-
ly three-month siege that
ended last week after some
2,500 Ukrainian fighters
abandoned a steel plant
where they had made their
stand. Russian forces al-

ready held the rest of the
city, where an estimated
100,000 people remain out
a prewar population of
450,000, many of them
trapped during the encir-
clement with little food,
water, heat or electricity.

At least 21,000 people
were killed in the siege, ac-
cording to Ukrainian au-
thorities, who have ac-
cused Russia of trying to
cover up the horrors by
bringing in mobile crema-
tion equipment and by
burying the dead in mass
graves.

During the assault on
Mariupol, Russian
airstrikes hit a maternity
hospital and a theater
where civilians were tak-
ing shelter. An Associated
Press investigation found
that close to 600 people
died in the theater attack,
double the figure estimat-
ed by Ukrainian authori-
ties.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy ac-
cused the Russians of wag-
ing total war and seeking
to inflict as much death
and destruction as possi-
ble on his country.

Ukraine: 200 bodies found in basement in Mariupol’s ruins

Residents carry out furniture from houses ruined by shelling
in Borodyanka, Ukraine.

Seoul, May 25 (AP):

North Korea test-
launched a suspected in-
tercontinental ballistic
missile and two shorter-
range weapons into the
sea Wednesday, South
Korea said, hours after
President Joe Biden ended
a trip to Asia where he
reaffirmed the US com-
mitment to defend its al-
lies in the face of the
North’s nuclear threat.

If confirmed, it would
be North Korea’s first
ICBM launch in about two
months amid stalled nu-
clear diplomacy with the
United States. Breaking
its 2018 moratorium on
long-distance launches,
North Korea in March
claimed to have test-
launched its longest-range
missile as part of its devel-
opment of functioning nu-
clear-armed missiles that
can reach the American
homeland.

The launches took place
as North Korea made a
much-disputed claim that

its first domestic COVID-
19 outbreak was weaken-
ing.

After an emergency na-
tional security council
meeting, the South
Korean government said
North Korea fired a sus-
pected ICBM and two
short-range ballistic mis-
siles.

North Korea’s sustained
provocations can only re-

sult in stronger and faster
South Korea-US combined
deterrence and can only
deepen North Korea’s in-
ternational isolation, the
South Korean government
statement said. (Our) gov-
ernment is maintaining
constant readiness to
strongly and effectively re-
spond to any kind of
North Korean provoca-
tion.

Seoul: N Korea fires suspected
ICBM and 2 other missiles

In this photo provided by South Korea Defense Ministry,
South Korean Air Forces F-15K fighters perform an
elephant walk at an unidentified air base in South Korea.
North Korea test-launched a suspected intercontinental
ballistic missile and two shorter-range weapons into the
sea Wednesday, South Korea said.

Washington, May 25 (AP):

With Congress dead-
locked over how to address
racism and excessive use
of force, President Joe
Biden plans to sign an ex-
ecutive order on policing
Wednesday, the second an-
niversary of George
Floyd’s death. The deci-
sion reflects Biden’s strug-
gle to use the limited pow-
ers of his office to advance
his campaign promises, as
well as his attempt to
strike a balance between
police and civil rights
groups at a time when ris-
ing concerns about crime
are eclipsing calls for re-
form. Most of the order is
focused on federal law en-
forcement agencies for ex-
ample, requiring them to

review and revise policies
on use of force. It would
also create a database to
help track officer miscon-
duct, according to the
White House. Although
the administration cannot
require local police depart-
ments to participate in the
database, which is intend-
ed to prevent problem offi-
cers from hopping from
job to job, officials are
looking for ways to use fed-
eral funding to encourage
their cooperation.

In addition, the order
would restrict the flow of
surplus military equip-
ment to local police.

The public announce-
ment is scheduled for the
first day after Biden’s re-
turn from his first trip to
Asia as president.

Biden to sign policing order 
on anniversary of Floyd’s death

Bangkok, May 25 (AP):

At least 16 people from
Myanmar’s Rohingya mi-
nority have died after a
storm capsized the boat
they were travelling on to
seek refuge in another
country, officials and a re-
covery team member said
Tuesday.

There were 35 survivors
of Saturday’s accident
that took place Saturday
off Myanmar’s southwest-
ern coast and four people
were missing, the officials
said.

UNHCR, the U.N.’s
refugee agency, expressed
shock and sadness about
the accident in a statement
and said at least 17

Rohingya, including chil-
dren, had died. The boat
left the western state of
Rakhine last Thursday
and encountered bad
weather two days later off
Ayeyarwaddy Region on
Myanmar’s southwestern
coast, causing it to capsize,
the statement said.

The Rohingya, a Muslim
minority, have long been
persecuted in Myanmar.
More than 700,000
Rohingya have fled the
country to neighboring
Bangladesh since August
2017 to escape the brutal
counterinsurgency cam-
paign of Myanmar’s mili-
tary following an attack by
a Rohingya insurgent
group in Rakhine State.

Boat carrying Rohingya fleeing
Myanmar capsizes, killing 16

F
or the past ten

years, NASA's

Curiosity rover has

been trundling

around the surface

of Mars, taking pho-

tos in its quest to

understand the his-

tory and geology of

the red planet and

perhaps even find

signs of life.

Last week it took a

photo which ap-

peared to show a

doorway carved

into the rock. It's the

sort of thing that on

Earth might indi-

cate an under-

ground bunker,

such as an air-raid

shelter.

Seeing is not 
always believing

At first sight, the picture is
totally convincing. At second
sight, maybe not. The passage
seems to go in only a short
way before the steeply de-
scending roof meets the floor.

And then those killjoys at
NASA tell us its only about 45
cm high. Still, who said
Martians had to be the same
height as us? But then geolo-
gists point out several
straight-line fractures can be
seen in this site, and the door-
way is where they happen to
intersect.

Such a pity. It would have
been so exciting if it had been
a real doorway. Instead it joins
the face on Mars, the spoon on
Mars, the cube on the Moon,
and all the other things seen in
photos from space that turn
out not to be as exciting as we
thought.

Faces in the clouds
Worse, the doorway joins

the even longer list of wacky
images like the cornflake that
looks like Australia, the cats
that look like Hitler, and so on.
And who hasn't seen a face in
the clouds?

The sad fact is that when
presented with an unclear or
unfamiliar image, humans try
to turn it into a familiar-look-
ing object. Scientists call our
tendency to do this pareidolia.

It's easy to understand why
it happens. We likely evolved
this tendency because spotting
important things like preda-
tors or faces, even when the
light is poor or they are partly
obscured, gave us an advan-

tage. And getting false posi-
tives seeing a predator where
there is none is better than not
seeing a predator who then
eats you.

No signs of life
Reasonable explanations

won't deter the conspiracy the-
orists who say the doorway re-
ally is evidence of life on
Mars, and maintain that scien-
tists are engaged in some sort
of cover-up.

If I were trying to do a cover-
up, I wouldn't be releasing the
photos! So a conspiracy does-
n't seem very likely.

But there's also a lesson here
for serious searchers for alien
life. As astronomer Carl Sagan
said, extraordinary claims re-
quire extraordinary evidence.

Following this maxim, sci-
entists seeking evidence of
extra-terrestrial life demand
much stronger evidence, than,
say, someone looking for a geo-
logical formation. And despite
decades of searching for evi-
dence of life on Mars, we have
found nothing.

It is still possible there may
once have been life on Mars.
We may yet find some fos-
silised relics of ancient cellu-
lar life. But suddenly finding
an artefact such as a doorway,
or a spoon, seems unlikely.

The bigger picture
There's a similar story

with the broader search for
extra-terrestrial intelligence
(SETI). For years, SETI scien-
tists have been searching the
skies for signals from other
civilisations, but so far we
have found nothing. But
nearly all our searches have

been on the nearest few stars,
and so in a sense the search
has barely started.

Meanwhile, we continue to
be bombarded with photos
purporting to show UFOs
(Unidentified Flying Objects)
or UAP (Unidentified Aerial
Phenomena).

The vast majority of these
photos are probably fakes, or
mistaken photos of familiar
objects such as weather bal-
loons. But as scientists, we
must keep an open mind. In
among the rubbish, perhaps
there may be one or two pho-
tos or videos that really could
stretch our current knowl-
edge.

The problem is that if
someone presents me with a
photo purporting to show a
flying saucer, I know that the
odds overwhelmingly favour
it being a fake, and so I'm
likely to dismiss it rather
than wasting my time exam-
ining it carefully. But suppos-
ing I'm wrong?

Similarly, when we see a
doorway, or a face, or a
spoon, on Mars, it's all too
easy to dismiss it out of
hand. But we must remain
alert to the possibility that
one day we might find ar-
chaeological evidence of past
life on Mars.

Admittedly, this seems
very unlikely. But not impos-
sible. It would be a terrible
loss if, among all our careful
searching through the data,
we missed the thing we had
been searching for because it
was too easily dismissed as a
trick of the light.
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Keep an eye out 
for Monkeypox

The latest outbreak of
Monkeypox in some areas has
sent shockwaves around the
world at a time when the entire
world is slowly recovering to nor-
malcy following the COVID-19
epidemic. According to the World
Health Organization (WHO),
more than 80 cases of
Monkeypox have been confirmed
in at least 12 countries. There
have been 110 confirmed and
suspected cases of Monkeypox
outside of the endemic zones, ac-
cording to the most recent data
accessible on the dashboard.
Despite the fact that no in-
stances have been reported here,
India is taking all precautions
and monitoring the current spike
in Monkeypox cases that has
spread in Europe, the US, Canada
and Australia. Monkeypox is a
rare disease that is caused by in-
fection with the Monkeypox
virus, which belongs to the same
family as smallpox. Monkeypox
is not as serious as smallpox, ac-
cording to medical specialists.
Currently, no treatment is avail-
able for Monkeypox, but it can be
treated with a vaccination devel-
oped for smallpox, as well as
many antivirals. Vaccination
against smallpox has been
proven to be 85% effective in
preventing Monkeypox.
However, the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC)
states that there is no known,
safe treatment for the
Monkeypox virus infection. The
WHO clearly says swollen lymph
nodes are a hallmark of
Monkeypox. The Monkeypox dis-
ease is now slowly taking over
different countries of the world.
Scientists are keeping a close
eye on the virus and its spread.
It's possible that the Monkeypox
virus will make its way to India,
posing significant challenges to
the healthcare sector. Even
though there have been no con-
firmed cases, we must remain
vigilant and educate the public
about the risks and steps to take
if Monkeypox is detected. 

KKrriisshhnnaa  KKuummaarr  VVeeppaakkoommmmaa,,
HHyyddeerraabbaadd  

High-level inquiry 
Naturally after the Batadraba

Police Station burning incident
there will be hue and cry from
the Opposition to constitute a
high-level inquiry commission to
probe the high-voltage incident
which has sent shockwaves
throughout the state. I, as a sen-
ior secular citizen of the state,
humbly suggest the names of the
following to be a part of the said
commission and they are Akhil
Gogoi, Aminul Islam, Bhupen
Bora, Ripun Bora, Lurinjyoti
Gogoi, Sherman Ali and Ajit
Bhuyan. Their priceless reports
and suggestions will no doubt
ensure safe passage of the sons
and daughters of the soil to else-
where in India like the Kashmiri
Pandits. In no way any person as-
sociated with pro-CAA move-
ment and people from RSS back-
ground should be included in the
above list as they are communal
and anti-national. AASU and
AJYCP are requested to render a
helping hand in this regard. 

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

BBaarraacckk  OObbaammaa
@@BBaarraacckkOObbaammaa

Across the country, parents
are putting their children to
bed, reading stories, singing
lullabies—and in the back of
their minds, they’re worried
about what might happen
tomorrow after they drop
their kids off at school, or take
them to a grocery store or any

other public space.

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa@@hhvvggooeennkkaa

I asked a billionaire why he didn’t
wear brands? He replied “Why spend
millions on clothing that will wash out,
wear down or get lost, when you can
save the money to invest in real estate
or open a business? Brands don’t
define me. My work, my values do!”

DDhhaarrmmeennddrraa  PPrraaddhhaann@@ddpprraaddhhaannbbjjpp

Pained to learn about the loss of
lives in a bus accident near Kalinga
Ghat on Ganjam-Kandhamal bor-
der. My thoughts are with their
families. I also pray for the early
recovery of all those injured in this
unfortunate incident.

VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt
KKaammaallaa  HHaarrrriiss@@VVPP

Enough is enough. As a
nation, we must have the
courage to take action and
prevent this from ever hap-
pening again. It is long past
time for our country to
stand up to the gun lobby
and pass reasonable gun

safety laws.

OOffffiiccee  ooff  LLGG  JJ&&KK@@OOffffiicceeOOffLLGGJJaannddKK

In Jammu, met the wife & father of Rahul Bhat and offered my deepest condolences to the family. The UT
government stand shoulder to shoulder with the family and assured them of all possible assistance.

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp
Horrific Texas school gun shooting is
27th school shooting in US this year
alone. And we are still only in May.
Just awful to even think of what par-
ents of kids must be going through.
Name of shooter: Salvador Ramos.
Madness exists in ALL societies.
Fight it TOGETHER. Prayers.

I ndia’s strategy at Davos in 2022 is significantly different from
previous years. The Indian delegation led by Commerce and

Industry Minister Piyush Goyal is making extra efforts to improve
internal coordination. The government wants that the delegation
speak in one voice during discussions with various global investors
mainly on issues like India’s stand on Ukraine, gas purchase, wheat
exports and PLI schemes. To underline the recent steps taken by
the government to promote investments at a national as well as re-
gional level, ministers from several state governments including
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, and Madhya
Pradesh are in Davos to meet global investors. Besides Goyal, two
more union ministers -- Mansukh Mandaviya and Hardeep Singh
Puri -- as well as nearly 100 business leaders from India are also
participating in the event. Industry leaders and the government be-
lieve that India must promote itself as a stable, reformist and grow-
ing economy especially against the backdrop of the war in Ukraine,
which is weighing heavy on Europe. To say the least, there is a
sense of gloom among many business leaders as energy shortage
and economic recession rear their heads. Political and business
leaders are fearful of Europe's economic future. The World
Economic Forum's Chief Economists Outlook report has warned of
dire human consequences from the fragmentation of the global
economy as developing economies face trade-offs between the
risks of debt crisis and securing food and fuel. While inflation ex-
pectations are highest in the US, followed by Europe and Latin
America, further declines in real wages are predicted in both high-
and low-income economies. Further, the report flagged that the
world is facing the worst food insecurity in recent history especially
in the Middle East and North Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa and South
Asia. Multinationals are re-aligning supply chains along geopolitical
fault lines, risking a new economic iron curtain and further price
spirals. The Indian contingent is brimming with confidence when it
comes to share their story of fighting the COVID-19 pandemic and
attracting more investments. Hailing India for ramping up its
COVID-19 vaccine manufacturing at the right time and for ensuring
supplies to the rest of the world, leaders at the World Economic
Forum say everyone else needs to follow the Indian model to en-
sure vaccine equity and wider inoculation. India, on its part, has as-
sured the world that it was determined to become the global vac-
cine capital and it is now in a position to ensure adequate supply to
other nations. Several Indian CEOs as well as government leaders
feel that there is a strong need to focus on creating necessary infra-
structure for fighting any future pandemic and also to effectively
defeat the existing one. The government leaders and their associ-
ates are also confident that India will be able to tell the world that
their approach towards the Ukraine crisis has been the most bal-
anced, even as a vast majority of the world leaders are expected to
take on Russia strongly for waging the war. The unfolding political
situation in India in the run up to the Lok Sabha elections of 2024,
and various state polls before that, would also be of keen interest
for the global leaders.

India walking the extra
mile in Davos

W orkforce in India is being crushed between inflation and job-
lessness chiefly on account of wrong policy stance of the

Narendra Modi government and the pandemic may be just an addi-
tional excuse. Retail inflation (CPI) in April soared to a 8-year high, ie
the entire period of Modi Raj, and touched 7.79 per cent as against 8.3
per cent in May 2014, which he had strongly criticized during his elec-
tion campaign. In place of the promise of providing one crore job
every year, his government actually delivered unprecedented level of
joblessness in decades, further exacerbated by the pandemic. High
taxes on petrol and diesel, high administered prices, and high GST
rates have all along fuelling the rise of inflation, apart from the rising
food prices, the downturn in labour market started with the policy ex-
periment of demonetization in November 2016, could never been
stopped. Job situation has never been worse. Both unemployment
and labour force participation suffered historical decline during Modi
Raj. The pandemic and other domestic and external factors did have
it impact and the government seemed to be stupefied. Rethinking on
its old wrong priorities was required but the centre continued with
them, and in several cases vigorously followed them.  The worsening
market condition with price rise and inflation and labour market de-
terioration with large number of job loss, declining opportunity of
jobs, and rising unemployment hast become the characteristic fea-
tures of the entire Modi rule. No money in hand and little opportunity
of getting jobs have made the life of our workforce miserable.  The
month of April 2022 though witnessed substantially increased activi-
ties in the labour market, the additional jobs that became available
were inadequate compared to the demand. A large number of the
frustrated people who have left the labour market and had stopped
even searching for jobs resumed their search, though the search has
become costly, the unemployment rate has increased compared to
7.88 per cent in April compared to 7.57 per cent in March, according
to the latest CMIE assessment.  The labour force increased by 8.8 mil-
lion from 428.4 million in March to 437.2 million in April. It was a sub-
stantial increase in the recent months, especially after a fall of 12 mil-
lion in the preceding three months. This increase was far below the
loss which should be taken into consideration.  Employment expand-
ed by only 7 million in April, which was less by 1.8 million increase in
the labour force. The increase in employment had also come after
three consecutive months of decline in employment, according to
CMIE data, which also reveals that employment had fallen by 10 mil-
lion from 406 million in December 2021 to 396 million in March 2022.
In April, it reached to 403 million, only to recover a part of the fall.
Thus the number of unemployed persons rose to 34.2 million, which
includes the 1.8 million increase (increase in labour force minus ex-
pansion in employment) in the count of the unemployed in April 2022.
April 2022 also saw a 2.3 million increase in the count of those who
stated that they were unemployed and were willing to work if work
was made available to them but were not actively looking for employ-
ment. The count of these rose to 19.5 million in April 2022.  The agri-
culture sector shed 5.2 million jobs in April. Part of this decline in
labour force was due to winding of rabi harvesting season, shrivelling
of the wheat crop, and the consequent decline in wheat production.
Wheat production is expected to have fallen by between 10 and 20
per cent this year because of intense heat wave. It is a very serious
concern, and the Centre has already banned exports of wheat to
avoid food insecurity of the country. Since the recent rise in CPI infla-
tion was chiefly due to rise in prices of food articles, the wheat pro-
duction fall indicates that its prices will increase in near future which
may push up the prices of rice also due to shift in demand. The fur-
ther rise in inflation can thus not be ruled out.  

Workforce being 
crushed between 

inflation & joblessness
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A waiter serves a sushi boat platter to a table at a Japanese restaurant in Ahmedabad.

Did NASA find a mysterious doorway on Mars?

SSaannjjaayy  DDuutttt@@dduuttttssaannjjaayy

Through thick and thin, you were
always there to guide and protect
me. You were my strength, inspi-
ration and support in every
need... the best a son could ask
for. You will always be in my
heart Dad, I miss you! 

SUSHI BOAT PLATTER

RAY NORRIS
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BRIEF

Fake seeds

New Delhi: Ahead of
sowing of kharif
crops, Agriculture
Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar on
Tuesday said farmers
should get quality
seeds on time and
state governments
should strictly curb
sale of fake seeds.
Addressing a national
webinar, Tomar said
the state govern-
ments, along with the
Centre, should pre-
pare a roadmap for the
next 10-15 years for
building a seed chain.
"It should be ensured
that the farmers get
timely supply of good
quality seeds. State
governments should
strictly curb black
marketing and those
selling fake seeds," an
official statement
quoted Tomar saying
in the webinar. If the
seed is good, then the
future is good.

Coal output
New Delhi: The coal
ministry said all ef-
forts are being made to
further boost output
and dispatch of coal,
and that production of
the dry fuel jumped
over 36 per cent in the
first half of May. The
ministry's statement
comes against the
backdrop of certain
parts of the country
grappling with power
outages due to short-
age of coal for power
plants. "During the
first half of May 2022,
total coal production
increased to 33.94
Million Tonnes (MT)
achieving a growth of
36.23 per cent over the
production of 24.91
MT during the same
period last year," the
ministry said in a
statement.

Supply chain 

Davos: As the COVID
pandemic and the
Ukraine conflict put
pressure on supply
chains globally, top in-
dustrialist Kumar
Mangalam Birla on
Wednesday said some
of these concerns can
be addressed by ex-
ploring other source
countries but globali-
sation is here to stay.
He was speaking dur-
ing a session on
'Balancing globalisa-
tion and resilience in
a time of crisis' at the
World Economic
Forum Annual
Meeting 2022.

E-scooters
Mumbai: Expanding
its electric scooter
portfolio, Komaki
Electric  launched two
advanced models -- DT
3000 and LY -- priced at
Rs 1.22 lakh and Rs
88,000 onwards, re-
spectively. The DT
3000 comes with a
unique battery while
the high-speed LY
with anti-skid func-
tions, the company
said in a release.
Komaki Electric in
January this year
rolled out its first bat-
tery-powered cruiser
motorcycle Ranger
and e-scooter Venice.

New Delhi, May 25: 

India will agree to the
WTO's proposed agree-
ment on fisheries subsi-
dies provided the deal is
equitable and does not
lock member countries
into a disadvantageous po-
sition in perpetuity, gov-
ernment sources said on
Wednesday. Members of
the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) are
negotiating the agreement
with the objective of curb-
ing harmful subsidies to
promote sustainable fish-
ing.

Hectic parleys are going
on in Geneva to bridge dif-
ferences on the proposal to
reach an agreement by the
12th ministerial confer-
ence, starting from June
12. "India is committed to
concluding the negotia-

tions so long as it provides
space for equitable growth
and freedom in developing
fishing capacities for the
future without locking
members into disadvanta-
geous arrangements in
perpetuity," sources said.

However, they added
that convergence is hap-
pening in areas of differ-
ence and India is actively
involved in that process.
"We hope that there can be
an outcome because every-
body has put in a lot of ef-
fort and we hope that
something will emerge
which will be an outcome
and which will be a win-
win for everybody," one of
the sources said. The chair
of the negotiations,
Ambassador Santiago
Wills of Colombia, has
called a week-long meeting
- Fish Decision Week - of

member countries from
May 30 to resolve the is-
sues. India has highlighted
that developing countries
not engaged in distant
water fishing should be ex-
empted from overfishing
subsidy prohibitions for at
least 25 years as the sector
is still at a nascent stage.
The source said that India
is keen to finalize the fish-
eries agreement in the up-
coming MC-12 because ir-
rational subsidies and
overfishing by many coun-
tries are hurting Indian
fishermen and their liveli-
hood.

"Countries like India,
which are yet to establish
large fishing capacities,
cannot be expected to sac-
rifice their future policy
space because some mem-
bers provided consider-
able subsidies to overex-

ploit fisheries resources
and are able to continue to
engage in unsustainable
fishing," they said. India
needs to have the neces-
sary policy space for devel-
oping the sector, and suffi-
cient time to put in place
systems to implement the
disciplines under overca-
pacity and overfishing;
and illegal, unreported un-
regulated fishing. India
has strongly reiterated its
position on non-specific
fuel subsidies, a higher
transition period of up to
25 years under special and
differential treatment for
developing countries, pro-
hibition of subsidies for
distant water fishing, pro-
tection for artisanal and
small-scale fisheries and
exemption up to the mar-
itime limit 200 nautical
miles.

WTO’s fisheries pact
should provide space for

equitable growth: Sources Davos, May 25:  

Advanced economies
will be back on track by
2024, but developing
economies will be 5 per
cent below where they
would have been other-
wise, IMF's Gita Gopinath
said on Wednesday.
Economies worldwide
have been adversely im-
pacted by the coronavirus
pandemic and are slowly
coming back into the re-
covery path. The First
Deputy Managing
Director of the
International Monetary
Fund said the war in
Ukraine has been a major
setback to the global recov-
ery. "We had a serious
downgrade to the global
growth rate and the world
continues to face head-
winds because we have a
cost of living crisis. Prices
of commodities including

fuel and food are going up
around the world," she
said. Gopinath said cen-
tral banks are trying to
tackle this high level of in-
flation and are raising in-
terest rates sharply, which
they need to do, but that
will also have conse-
quences for global finance
and trade. She was speak-
ing at a special session on
'What next for global
growth?' during the World
Economic Forum Annual
Meeting 2022. Gopinath
said there are very diver-

gent recoveries around the
world. "While advanced
economies, as per our esti-
mates, will basically get
back to where they would
have been in absence of
pandemic in 2024, but
emerging and developing
economies would be 5 per
cent below where they
would have been in the ab-
sence of the pandemic,"
she said.

The panelists discussed
that the recovery from the
COVID-19 crisis has been
deeply uneven within and
between countries, depend-
ing on their access to fiscal
resources and vaccines. As
food, fuel and resource
crises now risk further de-
railing an equitable recov-
ery, they discussed how a
broader set of foundations
for growth can ensure long-
term economic prosperity
and a return to interna-
tional convergence.

Advanced economies
to be back on track by

2024: Gopinath

New Delhi, May 25: 

The government on
Tuesday imposed restric-
tions on sugar exports
from June 1, a move aimed
at increasing availability
of the commodity in the
domestic market and curb-
ing price rise. "Export of
sugar (raw, refined and
white sugar) is placed
under restricted category
from June 1, 2022 on-
wards," the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) said in a notifica-
tion. However, it said that
these restrictions would
not be applicable on sugar
being exported to the EU
and the US under CXL and
TRQ. A specified amount
of sugar is exported to
these regions under CLX
and TRQ. In a statement,
the government said that
with a view to maintain
domestic availability and
price stability of sugar in

the country during sugar
season 2021-22 (October-
September), it has been de-
cided to regulate the sugar
exports with effect from
June 1.

"The government has
decided to allow export of
sugar up to 100 LMT (lakh
metric tonnes) with a view
to maintain the domestic
availability and price sta-
bility during the sugar
season 2021-22 (October-
September)," it said. "As
per the order issued by
DGFT, with effect from 1st
June, 2022 till 31st October,
2022, or till further order,
whichever is earlier, the
export of the sugar will be

allowed with specific per-
mission of the Directorate
of Sugar, Department of
Food and Public
Distribution," it said. The
latest decision also comes
against the backdrop of
record exports of sugar.

In sugar seasons 2017-
18, 2018-19 and 2019-20,
only about 6.2 LMT, 38
LMT and 59.60 LMT of
sugar was exported, the
statement said. However,
in the sugar season 2020-21
against a target of 60 LMT
about 70 LMT have been
exported.

In the current sugar sea-
son 2021-22, contracts for
export of about 90 LMT
have been signed, about 82
LMT sugar has been dis-
patched from sugar mills
for export and about 78
LMT have been exported.
Export of sugar in the cur-
rent sugar season 2021-22
is the historically highest,
the statement said.

Govt imposes restrictions on
sugar exports from June 1

New Delhi, May 25: 

Around 14.05 lakh new
members joined the ESIC-
run social security scheme
in March 2022 against
12.70 lakh in the previous
month, according to offi-
cial data released on
Wednesday. The latest data
is part of a report, Payroll
Reporting in India: An
Employment Perspective -
March 2022, released by
the National Statistical
Office (NSO).

It showed that the gross
new enrolments with
Employees' State
Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) were 1.49 crore in
2021-22 against 1.15 crore
in 2020-21, 1.51 crore in
2019-20 and 1.49 crore in
2018-19. From September
2017 to March 2018, around
83.35 lakh new subscribers
joined the ESIC scheme.
The report said gross new
enrolments with ESIC
from September 2017 to
March 2022 were 6.48

crore. The NSO report is
based on the payroll data
of new subscribers of var-
ious social security
schemes run by ESIC, the
Employees' Provident
Fund Organisation
(EPFO) and Pension Fund
Regulatory and
Development Authority
(PFRDA).

According to the report,
net new enrolments with
retirement fund body
EPFO stood at 15.32 lakh
in March 2022, up from
12.84 lakh in February
2022. It showed that from
September 2017 to March
2022, around 5.28 crore
(gross) new subscribers
joined the Employees'
Provident Fund scheme.
The report, titled 'Payroll
Reporting in India: An
Employment Perspective -
March 2022', said since the
number of subscribers is
from various sources,
there are elements of over-
lap, and the estimates are
not additive.

ESIC scheme adds 14.05 lakh
new members in March

New Delhi, May 25:  

Union Power and New &
Renewable Energy
Minister R K Singh has
asked states and union ter-
ritories to set up state-level
steering committees for en-
ergy transition and make
efforts for zero diesel use in
the farm sector by 2024. The
steering committees will
work under the chairman-
ship of the chief secre-
taries of the respective
States/Union Territories.
"Union Minister of Power
and New & Renewable
Energy, R K Singh has
asked the Chief Ministers
of all States, and
Lieutenant Governors of
Union Territories to set up
State-Level Steering
Committees for Energy
Transition," a power min-

istry statement said. The
Principal Secretaries of
Power and New and
Renewable Energy
Departments, Transport,
Industries, Housing and
Urban Affairs, Agriculture,
Rural Development and
Public Works Departments,
etc. will act as members of
these committees.

The states and UTs will
work on the annual strate-
gy of energy transition
under the mandate of the
committee.

New Delhi, May 25: 

State-owned Bharat
Sanchar Nigam will mi-
grate 30,000 of its wifi
hotspots to the PM-WANI
framework by June, a
senior telecom depart-
ment official on Tuesday
said, adding Railways too
has an ambitious blue-
print for all its future
hotspots to be under the
framework. Speaking at
Broadband India Forum
(BIF) event, Vivek
Narayan, DDG (data serv-
ices) in the Department
of Telecom (DoT) men-
tioned the potential and
impact of the PM-WANI
wifi hotspots scheme
across areas, such as
tourism, smart cities and
last-mile connectivity in
villages.

In a bid to fuel broad-
band internet prolifera-
tion across the country,
the government, in

December 2020, approved
the setting up of public
wifi networks and access
points by local Kirana
and neighbourhood
shops through public
data offices that will not
involve any licence, fee or
registration. The public
Wi-Fi Access Network
Interface, known as PM-
WANI, hold the promise
of unleashing a massive
wifi revolution in the
country. "BSNL (Bharat
Sanchar Nigam Ltd)
would be migrating 30,000
of its hotspots into PM-
WANI by June. Railways
has already covered
around 100 railway sta-
tions on PM WANI and is
going to cover all its
hotspots...there are
around 17,000 hotspots of
Railways...all of them
would be covered under
PM WANI by June,"
Narayan said at the BIF
event on Tuesday.

BSNL to migrate 30,000 wifi
hotspots to PM-WANI framework

by June: DoT official

NEW LAUNCH

(R-L) Ambassador of Israel to India, Sri Lanka and Bhutan Naor Gilon, Watergen
President Michael Mirilashvili, SMV Jaipuria Group Chairman S. K. Jaipuria, Television
presenter Mandira Bedi and SMV Jaipuria Group Director Chaitanya Jaipuria at the
launch event of Watergen, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

RK Singh asks states, UTs to set
up panels for energy transition

Davos, May 25: 

Stressing on the need to focus
more on services sector
exports, Union Minister Piyush
Goyal on Tuesday said it can
help boost the country's overall
exports further and called for
the government and the busi-
nesses to support each other.
Addressing a breakfast session
organised by the industry body
CII and Deloitte on the side-
lines of the World Economic
Forum Annual Meeting 2022
here, he also said the presence
of India has been very very
noticeable this time in Davos.
Referring to the challenges
posed by the COVID pandemic,
the minister said that despite
supply chains having been
strained amid global chal-
lenges, we have done exceed-
ingly well in terms of exports
and other parameters.

According to the minister, a
record level of USD 250 billion
of exports came without hospi-
tality and some other key sec-
tors and an extra focus on
services sector can help
improve the export growth
much more. India now needs to
look at value added exports. It
is important to bring jobs to
the country. Logistics is one
cost where the government is
very seriously looking at and if
there are any other concerns,
the industry may have, we are
open to look at each of those,
he added. 

Time to focus on value-added
exports: Piyush Goyal

New Delhi, May 25:  

As many as 50 per cent
of Indian CEOs acknowl-
edge that COVID pandem-
ic has caused short-term
disruption to their indus-
try, but Indian companies
have continued to demon-
strate resilience as econo-
my rebounds, a survey
said on Tuesday. The EY
India CEO Survey 2022 has
found that merger and ac-
quisitions (M&A) is a key
strategic lever for Indian
CEOs as they look to buy
versus build to achieve
their transformation am-
bitions.

"Today, amidst chal-

lenges of inflationary
pressures, supply chain is-
sues, and increasing
geopolitical conflicts,
CEOs in India are reset-
ting their risk radar and
reframing their invest-
ment strategy for re-
shaped future, with trans-
formation and sustain-
ability increasingly driv-
ing the M&A agenda," the
survey said. According to
the EY 2022 CEO Outlook
Survey, 50 per cent of
Indian CEOs acknowledge
the pandemic caused
short-term disruption to
their industry.
Geopolitical challenges
have further exacerbated

a tumultuous period and
created additional risks to
business operations.

"However, Indian com-
panies have continued to
demonstrate resilience, on
Indian economic re-
bound," it added.

As many as 80 per cent
of Indian CEOs also ac-
knowledge making adjust-
ments to their global oper-
ations and supply chains.
For 63 per cent, the pur-
pose has been to reduce lo-
gistics costs and increase
resilience.

"This said, Indian CEOs
recognize that increasing
geopolitical tensions,
trade conflicts and protec-

tionism, along with in-
creasing competition from
non-traditional competi-
tors and the acceleration
of climate change impacts
will pose the greatest risks
to their future growth
strategy," the survey said.
EY India Chairman Rajiv
Memani said, "There is no
doubt that Indian CEOs
are leading from the front
to combat the challenges
emanating from the pan-
demic and geopolitical
tensions ... They are in-
creasingly looking at
M&As as a lever for accel-
erating business transfor-
mation and long-term
value creation." 

Indian cos show resilience despite short-term
disruption due to COVID: ReportDavos, May 25: 

India's Oil Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri  told
the World Economic
Forum that crude oil price
of USD 110 a barrel was
not sustainable, even as he
courted the world's oil
leaders to discuss global
energy markets.

International oil prices
spiked this year, hitting a
near 14-year high of USD
140 a barrel in March,
after Russia's invasion of
Ukraine exacerbated sup-
ply concerns. They have
retreated but continue to
be above USD 110 -- a rate
that is fueling inflation
and impacting economic
recovery in many parts of

the world. "Do not believe
that the world today is fac-
ing an energy shortage.
We are facing a situation
where the amounts of en-
ergy released in the global
market are short of the de-
mand. That's what causes
the inflationary problem,"
Puri said, hinting at out-
put curbs by the oil pro-
ducers' cartel OPEC+. The

world is facing an energy
price crisis which is con-
tributing to rising global
inflation.

"It is beyond doubt that
the current global energy
crisis is a 'management
crisis', and the same can
be quietly reversed if
major suppliers decide to
release the extra quantity
of the oil they're holding
back," he said. On the side-
lines of WEF, he met Amin
H Naseer, President and
CEO of Saudi Aramco, the
world's largest oil produc-
er. "Wide-ranging discus-
sion about energy markets
as well as bilateral cooper-
ation" happened with
Nasser, Puri tweeted with
a picture of the meeting.

Crude oil price at USD 110/barrel not
sustainable: Hardeep Singh Puri

W
hen splendid ac-
tion and adrena-
line are in harmo-

ny, it creates cutting-edge
entertainment for the audi-
ence and Boney Kapoor’s
‘Valimai’ is an accurate rep-
resentation of that. With its
incredible performance of
over 200 crores at the box of-
fice worldwide, the movie
became the most celebrated
action entertainer of 2022.
Known for bringing block-
buster and fresh movies to
the audience’s TV screens,
this Saturday, Zee Cinema
fuels your family watch-list
with the cutting-edge action
sequences, high-octane bike

chases, impactful dialogues
and stellar performances
with the World Television
Premiere of the biggest ac-
tion entertainer, ‘Valimai’.
So, get ready to take the ac-
tion, style, swag, game to
the next level in exhilarat-
ing face-offs between ACP
Arjun and the lethal biker
gang. Directed by the talent-
ed H. Vinoth, Valimai fea-
tures the top-gun Ajith
Kumar along with the gor-
geous Huma Qureshi,
Kartikeya Gummakonda
and Bani J in the pivotal
roles. With megastar Ajith
Kumar in his true element
and magnetic screen per-
sona, along with the arrest-
ing storyline of a dark web
crime with an inaccessible
antagonist is primed to
leave its viewers enthralled.
Tune-in to Zee Cinema, as
the stage is all set for the
World Television Premiere
of the mega movie,
‘Valimai’ on 28th May at
8pm.

ACROSS

1. Those there

5. Augusta's locale

10. Papa's mate

14. Sing alone

15. Bus patron

16. Right away (abbr.)

17. Ownership

19. Vex

20. Harpoon

21. ____ wolf

22. Guys' dates

23. Map feature

25. Amtrak depot (abbr.)

27. Draw out

30. Commenced

34. ____ Plaines, Illinois

35. Supernatural

38. Boldness

39. Strong wind

41. Peeler

43. Youth

44. Levels

46. Eiffel Tower locale

48. Navy officer (abbr.)

49. Meal ender

51. Morally pure

53. Ram's mate

54. Despise

56. Chowder ingredient

59. Kite feature

61. Highway entrances

65. Mary's pet

66. Irrelavant

68. Good's opponent

69. Actress Della ____

70. Diva's forte

71. Lose brightness

72. Brought to a close

73. Semester

DOWN

1. Recipe units (abbr.)

2. Basketball rim

3. Additional

4. Tile picture

5. "____ Doubtfire"

6. Church walkway

7. Fool

8. Bright sign

9. Author ____ Hemingway

10. Prime Minister ____ Thatcher

11. Korea's locale

12. Shopping spot

13. Imitates

18. ____ Banks of baseball

24. Pace

26. Sunbathe

27. Trimmed the border
28. Depart
29. Small landmasses
30. Soothsayer
31. Orchard members
32. Happening
33. Compact
36. Attentive
37. Savings plan (abbr.)
40. Performance group
42. Affluent
45. Stitch together
47. Seaside
50. Go to bed
52. Biblical mountain
54. Pointed a gun
55. Unenthused
56. Musical sign
57. Fluid rock
58. Within
60. Prayer response
62. Marsh
63. Two of a kind
64. Close loudly
67. Baseball's ____ Williams
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Recent opposition standing in the way of
long-term goals is apt to ease a bit today,
Aquarius. Situations surrounding these
issues should become clearer, and you
should have a better idea of what exactly it
is that you're up against. You'll find that this
is a very climactic time for you in a great
number of ways. You will now begin to reap
the rewards of what you've sown.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

It's time to review your dreams and fan-
tasies, Pisces. It could be that you've been
neglecting them lately. Perhaps things
you've been working toward haven't exactly
panned out the way you'd hoped. The good
news is that things should be turning around
in your favor starting today. Take control of
your dreams and you'll find that you can get
them moving forward again.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Things that have been out of whack in
your life should begin to come back into
balance, Aries. The bad news is that it
may take a while for the pendulum to
return to the optimal point. The good
news is that this shift is taking place at
all. It will be a gradual change, but you're
at a pivotal point in which you can set
your sights on exactly what you want.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

The tide will start to ebb today just after it
reaches its highest point. There is a pause
now, Taurus, and you'll find that things are
about to pick up considerably again. The
shift that's happening within you is pro-
found. Even though you may not notice its
effects all at once, you should trust that
things will be coming your way as the
weeks go by.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You may have been engaged in a battle
with the facts lately, Gemini. Perhaps
new information has forced you to take
a step back as you contemplate the
next move in your game plan. Research
time is over and now you need to get
back into the game with full force. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Goals that may have seemed unreachable in
the recent past are finally starting to come
into focus, Cancer. It could be that you've
been neglecting your dreams because they
only seemed to move farther away every
time you addressed them. Have faith that
your luck is starting to change. Be patient
and you'll find that even your wildest fan-
tasies will start to come to fruition.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You may have had a hard time launch-
ing long-term personal projects lately,
Leo. Today marks a critical starting
point toward attaining your goals.
Perhaps there has been some confu-
sion or delay in this area. You'll find
that things are suddenly becoming
much clearer. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Shake off the dust of the past few weeks
and put the confusion behind you, Virgo.
Your tremendous imagination and cre-
ative ability have been dormant lately
because you may have not known how
best to channel them. Perhaps they've
been used negatively, leading to fallout in
certain areas of your life. The good news
is that things are changing. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Long-term projects that you've been
working on are apt to shift into for-
ward gear today, Libra. This change
may be subtle, but it's quite powerful
and extremely helpful to whatever it
is you have going. Dreams that may
have seemed difficult to achieve now
have more of a chance to actually
manifest. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Parts of your life that may have recently
taken a backward turn now get back on
track, Scorpio. You should find that large
projects involving electricity, gadgets, or
any mechanical parts will finally be
favored now. Be patient, for today's ener-
gy shift may be subtle. You should begin
to feel this increase in forward motion
even more over the next few weeks.

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Issues involving fashion, magazines, and
the spoken or written word will all slowly
begin to take a turn in a positive direction
today, Sagittarius. You may find that these
things have been somewhat obscured late-
ly, or at least their development has been
more backward than forward. The good
news is that the tide is turning. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

It could be that you've been losing faith in your
dreams and fantasies lately, Capricorn. Now is
the time to refocus on what you want and
move forward with confidence. You've done
enough reflecting and reviewing. It's time to
implement and create. Dream big and don't let
others stand in the way of your progress.
Today's shift may be subtle, but it should indi-
cate smooth sailing for the next few weeks.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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A
s Karan Johar has
turned 50 on
Wednesday, his closest

friend Malaika Arora dedi-
cated a video collage to

the filmmaker, who she
said has a "heart of
gold."

Malaika posted a
video collage, which fea-

tures Karan and the
'Chaiyyan chaiyyan' girl from

various parties, shows and
events. Alongside the clip, she

wrote: "Happy 50th birthday to the one n
only @karanjohar #heartofgold."

Malaika's close group of friends in-
clude Kareena Kapoor Khan, Karan,
Manish Malhotra, Amrita Arora,
Karisma Kapoor and Natasha
Poonawalla including many others.

On the work front, Malaika is seen as
a judge in the reality show 'India's Best

Dancer'. While Karan currently awaits
the release of his upcoming production

'Jug Jugg Jeeyo' starring Varun Dhawan,
Kiara Advani, Neetu Kapoor and Anil

Kapoor among many others.

Malaika Arora
wishes ‘heart

of gold’ KJo on
50th birthday

Y
oung Bollywood
actor Siddhant
Chaturvedi sup-

ports a campaign that
gives him a chance to vibe
with his tribe that is Gen-
Z for him as he says they
helped him to stay on the
top of his game as an
actor.

The actor becomes the
face of the channel Zing
and talking about the
thought behind the cam-
paign, Siddhant said,
"The aspect of Gen Z not
being understood is very
real and I felt the same
while starting out. It was
my tribe that helped me
keep my head in the game
through that phase which
is why I instantly con-
nected with Zing's cam-
paign. It's great that
youth have a safe space
that celebrates and
vibes with them.

"My own introduc-
tion to the world of
music was through Zing
which makes this part-
nership even more per-
sonal and I'm super excit-
ed to be a part of Zing's
tribe!"

The channel Zing has
started the new position-
ing through the campaign
'Apni Vibe, Apni Tribe'
featuring Siddhant and
planned to deliver capti-
vating programming
which tells modern sto-
ries through music,
movies, and series.

Vishnu Shankar, Chief
Cluster Officer, Zing, &TV
and Big Magic said, "Zing

is India's foremost youth
entertainment channel
and we pride ourselves on
having our finger on the
viewer's pulse. Our exten-
sive interactions with
youth across metros and
tier 1 and tier 2 cities re-
vealed a common grouse -
'Koi nahin samajhta hum-
mein'; we are expected to
understand without
being understood."

He went on adding,
"This feeling led us to our
brand purpose and the
latest campaign wherein
we highlighted some of
the key moments where
they feel ignored or mis-
understood.

K
riti Sanon is one of
the finest actors in
the industry. She

made her debut in the
Bollywood industry in
2014 with the action film
Heropanti alongside Tiger
Shroff in the lead. The ac-
tress has been a part of
many films like- Raabta,
Dilwale, Bareilly Ki Barfi,
Hum Do Hamare Do, Luka
Chuppi, Mimi, and many
more. Today, the actress
marks 8 years as an ac-
tress in the industry, and
on this special occasion,
she announced her new
venture as an entrepre-
neur.

The  Housefull 4 actress
is known to be one of the
fittest in the industry and
took it to a level ahead by
announcing her invest-
ment in a fitness commu-
nity along with 3 other
trainers and co-founders,
Robin Behl, Karan
Sawhney, and Anushka
Nandani. The actress
shared the news on her so-
cial media and announced
her new venture "The
Tribe." In her caption,
Kriti also revealed that
her personal fitness jour-

ney began after her 2021
film, Mimi, where she had
to shed the 15kilos she had
gained for the movie.

In an exclusive chat
with Pinkvilla, Kriti
talked about her journey
and said: "This day is very
important to me and more
importantly the signifi-
cance it holds and is going
to hold in my life forever. 8
years ago it turned my life
around when I got the
chance to fly and start my
journey as an actor and
today, I want to pass on the
chance to those, whose tal-
ent I believe in as we em-
bark upon a new journey
as a tribe and my life
starts a whole new chap-
ter.

Meanwhile, on the work
front, the Bachchhan
Paandey actress has a
massive lineup of films.
She will be seen next in
Ganapath with Tiger
Shroff. Next, she will also
feature in the horror-com-
edy film Bhediya co-star-
ring Varun Dhawan.
Apart from this, she has
the Hindi remake of the
Telugu film Ala
Vaikunthapurramuloo ti-

Kriti Sanon 
on her new

journey as an
entrepreneur

Siddhant CChaturvedi: 
The aaspect oof 

Gen-ZZ nnot bbeing 
understood iis vvery rreal

S
ony Entertainment
Television's The
Kapil Sharma Show

will be welcoming the
team of the new music
video 'Designer'. On
Sunday, Honey Singh,
Divya Khosla Kumar and
Guru Randhawa will be
hosted by Kapil Sharma
on his show promoting
their new song. In conver-
sation with host Kapil
Sharma, Honey Singh in-
dulges him by narrating
the story of how the popu-
lar party track 'Lungi
Dance' came into being!

Narrated the singer and

rapper, "When I got this op-
portunity from Shahrukh
Khan to compose a song
for him, he told me “We
want a Punjabi song". I
then responded by saying,
"I will not compose a
Punjabi song, but some-
thing related to your film."
He then narrated the
film’s story to me for 2 and
1/2 hours. I then told him,
“Give me some time, I'll
compose a song for you." I
went to Mauritius, and I
got an idea in my head…
"Lungi Dance". I had Lil
Golu with me, and he
asked me, "why are you

tensed?" I told him, "I have
to compose a song for
Sharukh bhai, for his film
Chennai Express but I
don’t know what to make. I
want something like
"LUNGI DANCE"" He then
said, "bhai "Lungi Dance"!
this is the title!" I then
wrote the song, went and
sang the song to Sharukh
Khan who liked it and my
pandora's box of luck
opened!"

Tune into The Kapil
Sharma Show, this
Sunday, at 9:30 pm only on
Sony Entertainment
Television.

Honey Singh reveals how
he created the song

‘Lungi Dance’ 

World TV premere of
‘Valimai’on Zee Cinema
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Dubai, May 25 (PTI):

Bangladesh's Liton Das
and Sri Lankan veteran
Angelo Mathews have
made valuable gains in the
ICC Men's Test Rankings
after fine performances in
the drawn first match while
there has been no move-
ment in latest top-10 list is-
sued by the world body.

In the batter's list,
Marnus Labuschagne
maintained his pole posi-
tion while India captain
Rohit Sharma and his pred-
ecessor Virat Kohli re-
mained static at eighth and
10th place respectively.

Similarly in bowling, Pat
Cummins (901 points) has a
51-point lead over his near-
est rival Ravichandran
Ashwin, who is followed by
countryman Jasprit
Bumrah.

India's Ravindra Jadeja
also remained on top of the
all-rounders' table.

With only Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh engaged in a
WTC series, it was in-
evitable that players from
those two nations earned
points. Wicketkeeper-batter

Liton has moved up three
places to 17th after notch-
ing 88 in Bangladesh's only
innings, while Player of the
Match Mathews' knock of
199 in the first innings has
lifted him five places to 21st
among batters in the list led
by Australia's
Labuschagne.

Mushfiqur Rahim and
Tamim Iqbal are other
Bangladesh batters to ad-
vance in the latest weekly

rankings update after scor-
ing centuries that took
Bangladesh to a total of
465. Mushfiqur, who
notched 105, is up four
places to 25th, while
Tamim has gained six
places to reach 27th posi-
tion following his innings
of 133. In the rankings for
bowlers, Bangladesh all-
rounder Shakib Al Hasan
has inched up one place to
29th after finishing with

four wickets in the match,
while off-spinner Nayeem
Hasan's career-best figures
of six for 105 in the first in-
nings see him progress
nine places to 53rd.

Sri Lanka medium-fast
bowler Kasun Rajitha has
moved from 75th to 61st
after taking four wickets
and Asitha Fernando is
now in the top 100 of the
list led by Australia captain
Cummins.

Kohli, Rohit, Ashwin maintain their
top-10 positions in ICC Test rankings

Kolkata, May 25 (PTI):

Star India women's foot-
ball team goalkeeper Aditi
Chauhan feels that the
under-17 team is not short
on preparation for the up-
coming World Cup despite
the absence of senior na-
tionals in the country since
2019.

India organised its last U-
17 National Championships
in April 2019 before the
coronavirus outbreak upset
all plans. But Aditi feels the
Indian team is on the right
track and would be one of
the sides to watch out for in
the U-17 Women's World
Cup. "This group has been
preparing for this moment
for quite some time,"
Chauhan said in an inter-
view to PTI from
Bhubaneswar.

"They've been getting
regular match time and
training regularly and
hopefully, they'll be able to
gain more exposure and
play more friendlies before
the World Cup.

"I am confident that they
will put on a fantastic per-
formance in front of their
home crowd at the World

Cup."India under coach
Thomas Dennerby has al-
ready named 33 probables
who are currently training
in Jamshedpur. There have
been questions about the se-

lection policies without a
national tournament.

"I think India has a lot of
potential in their U-17
squad and I have been
lucky to play with a few of

them. "The young girls have
shown their fighting spirit
in their last SAFF Cup
where they were the cham-
pions.

"The players have been
practicing together for a
long time and I am sure
India will be one of the
teams to watch out for," she
said. The tournament is
slated from October 17-30 in
the five cities of
Bhubaneswar, Kolkata,
Guwahati, Ahmedabad and
Navi Mumbai.

"The U-17 World Cup is
going to be a huge opportu-
nity for our girls to play and
compete against the best in
the world. "It is important
that we put on a good dis-
play because all eyes will be
on our team from across the
world. "We can demonstrate
that women's football in
India is progressing on the
right path by doing better
here," she added.

In April last year, Aditi
became the second Indian
woman player after Bala
Dev to ply her trade outside
India, when she signed a
one-year deal with Iceland's
third division club Hamar
Hverager i women's team.

India will put up fantastic
show in U-17 World Cup: Aditi

Jakarta, May 25 (PTI):

Defending champions
India need to beat hosts
Indonesia by a huge mar-
gin and hope Japan defeat
Pakistan in the other Pool
A match for advancing to
the knockout stage of the
Asia Cup men's hockey
tournament here on
Thursday.

India's fate is not in
their own hands anymore
as even a win against
lowly Indonesia will not
guarantee them a knock-
out berth. Japan will have
to beat Pakistan to keep
India's faint hopes alive.

With a draw and a loss,
India are placed third in
Pool A behind Japan (6
points) and Pakistan (4
points).

Under the guidance of
Sardar Singh, India field-
ed a young team in the
tournament alongside a
handful of seniors like
Birendra Lakra and SV
Sunil, who came out of re-
tirements. But the senior
duo looked well past their
prime if their performanc-
es in the two matches so
far are to go by.

India conceded a last
minute goal to draw 1-1
against Pakistan in their

tournament opener before
being thrashed by Japan 2-
5.

But now, a "next to im-
possible" task awaits the
Indians as they not only
have to score big against
Indonesia but also hope
that Japan beat Pakistan
in the other Pool A match
on Thursday if they are to
progress to the Super 4
stage.

India have a goal differ-
ence of minus three as
against Pakistan's plus 13.
If Pakistan lose to Japan,
India will have to beat
Indonesia by a huge mar-

gin to go past their west-
ern neighbours in goal dif-
ference and advance fur-
ther in the tournament.

Inexperience was the
major reason behind
India's below-par perform-
ances as the young play-
ers, mainly drafted from
the last Junior World Cup
squad, are finding it diffi-
cult to get a measure of
the level of international
hockey.

In the two matches so
far, the Indians lacked co-
hesion in the three depart-
ments -- defence, midfield
and forwardline. The

Indians lacked a quality
playmaker in the midfield,
which was evident from
their constant efforts of
building attacks from the
centre instead of using
both the flanks more fre-
quently. Lakra looked a
pale shadow of himself in
the backline, which has
crumbled big time when
put under relentless pres-
sure. The forwadline has
been wasteful with the
likes of Tokyo Olympian
Simranjeet Singh and
youngster Uttam Singh
not having the best of out-
ings.

Paris, May 25 (AP):

Two-time Grand Slam
champion Victoria
Azarenka of Belarus
reached the third round at
the French Open by beat-
ing Andrea Petkovic 6-1, 7-
6 (3). The 15th-seeded
Azarenka had only 13 un-
forced errors to Petkovic's
42. Azarenka has twice
won the Australian Open
and was a semifinalist at
Roland Garros in 2013. The
34-year-old Petkovic
reached the French Open
semifinals in 2014 but has
not been beyond the third
round at any Grand Slam
since then. She is a five-
time clay-court champion
on the tour.

Raducanu loses in 2nd

round: U.S. Open champi-

on Emma Raducanu is out
of the French Open in the
second round. The 19-year-
old Raducanu lost to
Aliaksandra Sasnovich of
Belarus 3-6, 6-1, 6-1.
Sasnovich won 12 of 14
service points in the sec-
ond set en route to her 16th
career victory over a top-
20 player. The 12th-seeded
Raducanu failed to convert
on five break-point
chances at 1-1 in the third
set. Sasnovich advanced to
the third round at Roland
Garros for the first time.
This is her seventh ap-
pearance. The 28-year-old
Sasnovich had also beaten
Raducanu at Indian Wells
last year in the Briton's
first match after winning
the title at Flushing
Meadows.

India eye big win against Indonesia,
favourable result in Pak vs JPN match

Azarenka reaches 3rd
round of French Open

Chennai, May 25 (PTI):

Young Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa became
the first Indian player to
reach the final of the
Meltwater Champions
Chess Tour Chessable
Masters tournament after
he held his nerve to outwit
Dutch GM Anish Giri 3.5-2.5
on Wednesday.

The Indian chess star de-
feated the highly-rated Giri,
pipping the Dutchman in
the tiebreak after the four-
game rapid online semifi-
nal match ended in a 2-2
stalemate.

For the top prize,
Praggnanadhaa will take
on world No.2 Ding Liren of
China, who shocked world
No.1 Magnus Carlsen 2.5-1.5
in the other semifinal clash.

The opening game of the
semifinal ended in a tame
draw before the 16-year-old
Praggnanandhaa pulled off
a win in the second to hand
Giri his first defeat of the
tournament.

In the third game, the ex-
perienced Dutch player
looked to have seized the
upper-hand but
Praggnanandhaa, as he is
known in chess circles,
fought hard to force a draw
to go 2-1 up. Staring defeat

in the face, Giri hit back to
win the fourth game to send
the semifinal clash into the
tie-break.

The Dutchman faltered
in the first blitz game and
surrendered it in 33 moves
in an Italian Opening en-
counter. In the second tie-
break game, Giri managed
to gain an advantage but
the Indian held firm and a
draw ensued sending the
teenage ace into the sum-
mit clash. The match ended
late at night after which
Praggnandhaa said, "I have
to be at school around 8.45
AM, and now it is 2 AM!"

Meanwhile, his coach R B
Ramesh, a GM himself, said
" C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s
@rpragchess for the victory
over Anish in the semifinal
of #ChessableMasters ! The
ability to beat strong play-
ers despite having a bad
score in the past is amaz-
ing. Proud of you kutti."

Praggnanandhaa shocks Anish
Giri, meets Ding Liren in final

Kolkata, May 25 (PTI):

In his short international career, Hardik
Pandya has seen it all -- highs and lows, in-
juries, surgery, being embroiled in contro-
versies -- but he says he faces them with a
smiling face.

Putting behind all these, Pandya has
shone not just as an all-rounder but as a
leader, taking an under-rated Gujarat
Titans to the final in a dream IPL debut
season. "People always talk, that's their
job. I can't help," Pandya said in a virtual
media interaction after leading the Titans
to a seven-wicket win over Rajasthan
Royals on Tuesday night to seal a final
berth. "The name 'Hardik Pandya' always
sells. I've no problem with it, I just take it
easy with a smiling face."

After making his international debut in
2016 following his success with Mumbai
Indians, expectations skyrocketed with
Pandya as he was compared with the leg-
endary World Cup-winning India skipper
Kapil Dev. In 2019, Pandya was suspended
for his loose talk on women on 'Koffee with
Karan'. He later apologised to the inquiry
committee of the BCCI.

The 28-year-old star all-rounder made
his last appearance for India against
Namibia in the T20 World Cup in Dubai on
November 8 and then struggled to manage
his bowling workload post his back sur-
gery. Released by Mumbai Indians, Hardik
was picked by Gujarat's for Rs 15 crore
ahead of this IPL season. Questions were
raised when he was handed captaincy for
a team making its debut, but Pandya has

delivered, be it with the bat, ball or in his
'Captain Cool' demeanour, much like his
mentor MS Dhoni. "Obviously Mahi bhai
has played a big role in my life. He's a dear
brother, a dear friend, and family to me,"
Pandya said. "...I've learnt a lot of good
things from him. For me, it was more
about being individually strong which I'm
really proud of myself as well how I was
able to manage all the parts."

Hardik Pandya says his name
always sells, no problem with it

New Delhi, May 25 (PTI):

Olympic gold medallist
javelin thrower Neeraj
Chopra is set to switch his
training base from Turkey
to Finland which will host
the Paavo Nurmi Games,
where he will square off
against Johannes Vetter
on June 14.

The 24-year-old Indian,
who is currently training
at Turkey's Gloria Sports
Arena, is scheduled to fly
out on Thursday to train
in Finland's Kuortane
Olympic Training Centre
till June 22.

The Sports Authority of
India (SAI) said the "four-
week training camp has
been sanctioned by the
government's Target
Olympic Podium Scheme
(TOPS) and would cost the
sport ministry Rs 9.8 lakhs
approximately." "From

Kuortane, Neeraj will then
head out to Turku to par-
ticipate in the Paavo
Nurmi Games, followed by
Kuortane Games and then
Diamond League in
Stockholm," SAI said in a
release. "The finance
would be used towards ex-
penditure for Neeraj and
his coach Klaus
Bartonietz's travel, accom-
modation, training, local
travel, and daily out-of-
pocket allowance among
other expenditures."

Neeraj, who has a per-
sonal best of 88.07m and
won gold in Tokyo
Olympics with a throw of
87.58m, will be taking the
field for the first time in 10
months when he competes
at the Paavo Nurmi
Games, which the one of
the biggest track and field
events outside the
Diamond League.

Neeraj to train in Finland
ahead of Diamond League: SAI

New Delhi, May 25 (PTI):

Vaishnavi Phalke was
named captain with
Mumtaz Khan being as-
signed her deputy's role as
Hockey India on
Wednesday announced a
20-member Indian junior
women's team at the U-23
Five Nations tournament
to be held in Dublin,
Ireland from June 19 to 26.

The junior women's
team is scheduled to play
against Netherlands,
Ireland, USA and Ukraine
during the tournament. It
will also feature in FIH
Hockey 5s, scheduled to be
held in Lausanne,
Switzerland on June 4 and
5th.

"We've got a very talent-
ed group of players, who
have been working hard to
learn and improve each
and every day. It's a well-
balanced side, some of
them performed really
well at the Junior World
Cup recently, while some
of them will take part in
their first major interna-
tional outing," Coach Erik
Wonink said.

"The U-23 Five Nations
Tournament in Ireland
will give them a good

learning exposure and
they are looking forward
to make the most out of
this opportunity."

India will play their
opening match against the
hosts Ireland on June 19,
followed by their match
against Netherlands on
June 20. The third match
will be against Ukraine on

June 22 followed by a game
against USA on June 23.

After the round-robin
matches, the top two teams
will square off against
each other in the final on
the June 26, while third
and fourth-placed teams
will play the bronze medal
play-off match on the
same day.

Vaishnavi to lead 20-member Indian junior
women’s hockey team at U-23 meet in Ireland

A bortion as a right for
women is an age-old con-

troversy almost in every part of
the world.In 350 BC Aristotle once
said that a society will be free
from poverty, crime, and revolu-
tion only when there will an effec-
tive birth control policy. In the US
initially, abortion was not al-
lowed.It was the Birth control
movement in the US which gives
rise to the Abortion rights move-
ment. In the US, before Civil War,
20% of the total state population
consists of African-American
slaves. The owners of these slaves
kept them away from any kind of
knowledge as to birth control and
abortion, so that they can pro-
duce more and more slaves for
the continuation of the slavery

system. 
One of the studies from 1960

revealed that in New York, 80% of
death were caused due to illegal
abortion & the victims mostly
were black & Puerto Rican
women. During 1920 & 1930,
black women raise their voices for
individual control over their fertili-
ty, which give rise to the move-
ment for reproductive rights in
today’s world. It was the black
women who resisted the govern-
ment and anti-nationalist popula-
tion control campaigns for indi-
vidual control over their fertility.
Margaret Sanger was considered
to be one of the significant, cru-
cial leaders of the birth control
movement. The main aim of the
birth control movement was to
allow every woman irrespective
of caste, or race to access birth
control. Sanger was the one who
first open family planning clinics

in New York and also she was the
first person to raise the issue of
birth control in the political aspect
where she argued that it should
be the women’s basic right over
her own body and she should de-
cide when to conceive & when
not. It was because of the effort
of Margarat Sanger in the United
States –Vs- One Package of
Japanese Pessaries, 86 F. 2d. 737
(2d CIR. 1936), for the first time
court, allowed the physicians, for
importing contraceptive devices
into the U.S. for the protection of
the patient's health, and later on
in Eisenstadt –Vs- Baired, 405 US
438 (1972), contraception was
considered to be a right for all
under the Right to Privacy.

The birth control movement
started by the African – American
women, soon, became the abor-
tion rights movement of all
women in the U.S. through the

Abortion rights
movement was di-
vided into two
groups. One was a
pro-choice move-
ment that supports
the abortion rights
for women and an-
other was pro-life
which was against
abortion under any
circumstances. During 1970,
when the women's liberation
movement spread all over
America, a feminist supporter of
abortion rights gained media cov-
erage and public support through
demonstrations and also by rais-
ing controversial demands for
abortion rights. During this time
abortion became the central issue
for the supporters of the women's
movement. 

It was the post-decision of Roe
– Vs – Wade, 410 U.S. 113, 93 S.

Ct.705, 35
L.Ed.2d.147 (1973),
where the US
supreme court de-
clared that abortion
will be permitted
until the end of the
first trimester.  The
Supreme Court
struck down the
Taxes Statute of

1857, which made abortion illegal
except if it is done to save the
mother's life. After the case of
Roe – Vs – Wade, abortion was le-
galized and it was held under the
constitutional provision of the
Right to Privacy. The court in Roe
versus Wade case stated that the
right to Privacy includes a
women’s right to decide whether
to have an abortion under the
constitutional provision of the
right to privacy. Also, this basic
right is protected by the due

process clause of the fourteenth
amendment. Thus, the abortion
right of the women is a funda-
mental right and the state can’t
interfere with it.

Again in 1992 the court in the
case of PlannedParenthood of
Southeastern Pennsylvania –Vs –
Casey, 505 U.S. 833, 926-927
(1992)reaffirmed the Roe
Judgment stating that it is the
fundamental right of privacy of
every citizen against the govern-
ment interference in family mat-
ters relating to procreation, child
rearing, marriage, and contracep-
tive choice. 

It was not an easy task for
women in the US to achieve abor-
tion rights for all. They fought a
long and fierce battle politically,
socially, morally & legally for
abortion rights. Supporters of
abortion rights considered abor-
tion as an effective tool for popu-

lation control and family planning
methods. Forsome, it may be the
personal decision of the women
under the Right to Privacy to de-
cide when to conceive & when
not, whatever the reasons behind
but the main motive were to give,
the right to women to control
their body.

CEDAW (Convention on the
Elimination of AllForms of
Discrimination against Women)
along with many other interna-
tional conventions has also recog-
nized abortion rights as a basic
right of the women as it’s a part of
the reproductive right. But now
the controversy which was start-
ed again relating to overturn
ofthe Roe versus Wade case again
raises the question that whether
women's body is subject to the
control of Government and judici-
ary. Why it should not be her right
to decide when to conceive and

when to give birth? It’s her body
so choice and decision should be
of her only. Women's body is not a
baby production industry. It's high
time again to discuss this right.
It’s about the privacy right of
women. It's not an issue for US
women only. It’s an issue for all
women of the world. We all talk
about women's empowerment
but in actuality where is the em-
powerment when the judiciary
and government do not even con-
sider the abortion right to be the
basic right of the women.
Abortion rights should be granted
to women till the first trimester as
a right and after the first
trimester, the state can regulate
the abortion right considering the
viability of the fetus.

--  DDrr..  PPyyaallii  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  
AAssssiissttaanntt  PPrrooffeessssoorr,,

FFaaccuullttyy  ooff  LLaaww,,  IICCFFAAII  UUnniivveerrssiittyy,,
RRaaiippuurr,,  CChhhhaattttiissggaarrhh

Youths are nation’s backbone: TN CM
Chennai, May 25 (PTI): 

Youths should be
groomed to become talent-
ed as they are the back-
bone of the nation, Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin said on Wednesday
and asserted that the DMK
government in the State
was involved in facilitating
the "wheel of fortune" to
make it shine as a "skill-
based" State in the country.

The government was fo-
cusing on addressing the
twin issues of unemploy-
ment and employability,
the Chief Minister said,
while launching the maid-
en State-level skilling pro-
gramme for the youths of
a college here.

"Youths are the back-
bone of the nation whose
development depends on
the youths. Compared to
other countries, India ac-
counts for a fair popula-
tion of the youths in the
age group of 18 to 35," he
said.

"Youths should be
groomed to become talent-
ed. That is, create a youth
sakthi through education -
both formal and higher ed-
ucation," the Chief
Minister said. And in the
process, jobs commensu-
rate with their qualifica-
tion and remunerative pay
package should be en-
sured, he added.

Stalin opined that by en-
suring a contented life for
the youths, they would
work hard and give their
best to the nation. "This

DMK government is func-
tioning in such a way to fa-
cilitate this wheel of for-
tune. Several of our
schemes are framed keep-
ing this in mind and also
to address the problems of
unemployment and em-
ployability," the Chief
Minister said.

Creating jobs through
new initiatives and provid-
ing a skilled force is what
his dream project Naan
Mudhalvan aims at, he
said and added that this
programme is the next
phase of the pioneering
Tamil Nadu Skill
Development Mission
launched by former Chief
Minister M Karunanidhi
in 2010.

Turning nostalgic, he
recalled an attempt to raze
down the historic Queen
Mary's College when he
was leader of the opposi-
tion party and said he had
supported the students in
their struggle to retain the
heritage structure.

Bimal Gurung begins
indefinite’ hunger strike 

Kolkata, May 25 (PTI): 

GJM supremo
Bimal Gurung on
Wednesday began
an indefinite
hunger strike to
press for defer-
ment of the
G o r k h a l a n d
T e r r i t o r i a l
Administration polls and
inclusion of a certain por-
tion of land under its ju-
risdiction. "Bimal ji is
fighting for rights of the
people of the hills. Today,
he began his indefinite
hunger strike to press for
inclusion of 396 mouzas
under the jurisdiction of
GTA," Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha general secretary
Roshan Giri said.

Gurung has also sought
postponement of the GTA

election, scheduled to be
held on June 26. He had last

week urged West
Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata
Banerjee to defer
the polls until the
the Memorandum
of Proposal (MoP)
submitted by the
GJM was imple-

mented in the hills.
According to GJM sources,
the MoP, among other sug-
gestions, calls for honour-
ing in letter and spirit the
Memorandum of
Agreement that was signed
in 2011. The MoP also men-
tions the demand for trans-
fer of the rest of the depart-
ments to the GTA, besides
inclusion of 396 Gorkha
mouzas as per the proce-
dure laid down in the
agreement.

‘Haryanvi singer given 10 sleeping
pills before strangulation’

New Delhi, May 25 (PTI): 

Days after two accused
were arrested for allegedly
killing a Haryanvi singer,
the investigation has re-
vealed that she was given
10 sleeping pills before
strangulation, sources
said on Wednesday. Ravi
and Anil, who were arrest-
ed from Meham on
Saturday, disclosed that
they had hatched a con-
spiracy to kill the singer.
The body of Sangeeta alias
Divya, who was missing
since May 11, was found
buried in Haryana's
Meham on Sunday.

Her family members re-
side in Delhi's Jaffarpur
Kalan area and had re-

ported the matter to the
police on May 14. The in-
terrogation has revealed
that Ravi was the master-
mind behind the incident.
On his direction, Anil
came to Delhi, took the
victim in a car and gave
her 10 sleeping pills in
sugarcane juice while

heading back to Meham.
They also had meal at
Gulati Dhabha at
Kalanaur in Haryana.
When he reached Meham,
Ravi joined him and stran-
gulated the woman who
was lying unconscious.
Ravi also checked whether
the victim has died or not.
Later, they buried the
body in Meham area,
sources said. The sources
further said that Anil had
told Ravi that he can't kill
the woman, following
which he was asked to take
her from the national capi-
tal. Police had said prelimi-
nary investigation revealed
that the incident took place
over strained relationship
with the accused.

‘Pay compensation to
man who fell from train’

Mumbai, May 25 (PTI): 

The Bombay High Court has
directed the Railway Claims
Tribunal to pay appropriate
compensation to a 55-year-old
man who had fallen off a moving
local train in the city in 2004 and
sustained severe injuries.
Merely because he was not car-
rying a valid ID card with his
season pass was no reason for
denying his claim, said Justice S
K Shinde on an appeal filed by
Harish Damodar.

Damodar had challenged the
tribunal's 2009 order which re-
jected his plea for a compensa-
tion of Rs 4 lakh. He was travel-
ing from suburban Mulund to
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

Terminus in the city when he fell
off near Dadar station in central
Mumbai. He sustained severe
injuries and had to undergo mul-
tiple surgeries, as per his peti-
tion. But when Damodar moved
the Railway Tribunal seeking
compensation as per the rules,
it rejected his claim on the
ground that though he was car-
rying a valid railway pass at the
time of the accident, he did not
have an identity card with him.
During the hearing on his ap-
peal, the tribunal cited a direc-
tive of the Union Ministry of
Railways which says that a per-
son must produce a valid identi-
ty card with the local train pass
to be considered a bonafide pas-
senger. As Damodar was travel-

ling without an ID card, his claim
was not admissible , it argued.

The high court said this could
not be a valid ground. Although,
instructions stipulate, season
ticket would be invalid for want
of Identity Card, in my view, for
more than one reason, non-pro-
duction of the Identity Card
alongwith the season ticket by a
passenger, who had sustained
injury due to accidental fall, it-
self would not render valid sea-
son ticket, invalid, Justice
Shinde said. He was travelling
with a valid pass and therefore
he must be considered a
bonafide passenger, the court
said, adding that the railway
ministry's instructions were ad-
visory in nature.

Kerala court cancels bail of P C George
Thiruvananthapuram/

Kochi, May 25 (PTI): 

A Magisterial court in
Kerala on Wednesday can-
celled the bail granted to
senior politician P C
George in a case accusing
him of making a hate
speech against Muslims in
the State on April 29. The
court allowed the plea
moved by the police to can-
cel the relief granted to
George on May 1. Police, in
its plea, had contended
that the veteran politician
violated the bail condi-
tions and, therefore, the
bail was liable to be can-
celled.

The court allowed the
plea of the police, George's
lawyer -- advocate Ajith
Kumar -- be confirmed.
The lawyer said the senior
politician has been asked
to appear before the
Palarivattom police sta-
tion in Ernakulam district
of the State in connection
with another case of hate

speech. Subsequently,
when he arrived at the po-
lice station, workers of
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) protested there
seeking his arrest, accord-
ing to visuals shown on
TV channels.

The PDP workers were
removed from there and
soon thereafter, a large
number of BJP workers
and State president of the
party K Surendran, and
its candidate in the
Thrikkakara by-election
A N Radhakrishnan, ar-
rived at the police station.
Surendran said the action

taken against Geoge indi-
cates the double standards
of the LDF government as
it did not take such steps
against others who had in
the recent past made com-
munally charged remarks
in public.

He said George would
have the support of his
party. After he was ques-
tioned for some time at
the Palarivattom police
station, TV visuals
showed him exiting the
station along with his son
and other BJP leaders in-
cluding Surendran. He
was, thereafter, shifted to

the Ernakulam AR camp
where he is awaiting ar-
rival of a police team
f r o m
Thiruvananthapuram, a
senior official said.
George has been granted
interim protection from
arrest by the Kerala High
Court in the case lodged at
Palarivattom police sta-
tion. On being asked
whether he would appeal
against the cancellation of
his bail, advocate Ajith
Kumar said his client
would first obey the law
and then would decide
what to do next.

The police had sought
cancellation of his bail al-
leging that soon after he
was granted the relief,
George addressed the vi-
sual media in front of the
Judicial Officer's
Quarters, Vanchiyoor,
and said he is still stick-
ing to what he had stated
in the speech and was jus-
tifying the same which
amounts to repetition of
the same crime and
spread of communal ha-
tred further.
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HC to Railway Tribunal

Engineers of Indian Army assist Railway repair teams to reach damaged railway lines for restoration of rail 
connectivity in North-Eastern states. Extensive earthwork is also done to make a causeway on River Mahur, in
Assams flooded Dimahasao district.

RESTORATION WORK

The third edition of the Indian Navy – Bangladesh Navy Bilateral Exercise ‘Bongosagar’
commences at Port Mongla, at the Bagerhat district in Bangladesh.

BILATERAL EXERCISE

Hate speech

EC launches drive
against registered

unrecognised parties 
New Delhi, May 25 (PTI):
In an unprecedented
clean-up drive, the
Election Commission on
Wednesday said it will ini-
tiate "graded action"
against more than 2,100
registered unrecognised
political parties for flout-
ing rules, including failure
to furnish a contribution
report and communicate
any change in its name,
head office, office bearers
and address to the poll
panel.

Sixty-six such parties
claimed IT exemption in
FY20 without complying
with statutory require-
ments under the
Representation of the
People Act and 2,174 have
not submitted contribu-
tion reports, the EC said.

Sikkim bans sale of pigs
after African Swine
Fever cases surface

Gangtok, May 25 (PTI):
The Sikkim government
has temporarily banned the
sale of pigs in the state after
cases of African Swine
Fever (ASF) were reported
in North Sikkim district, an
official said on Wednesday.
A total of 117 pigs have died
in various parts of the state
in the past two months.
Animal Husbandry
Department Secretary Dr P
Senthil Kumar has cau-
tioned the general public to
refrain from eating pork
and has also stated that the
first tests of the samples
which were taken from the
pigs in North Sikkim dis-
trict had come out positive
for Porcine Reproductive
and Respiratory Syndrome
(PRRS) on February 23 
this year.

To press for GJM demands

History behind the legalization of Abortion right in US


