
Mumbai, May 24 (PTI): 

Shiv Sena's
Kolhapur district presi-
dent Sanjay Pawar will be
its second candidate for
the upcoming Rajya Sabha
polls, party chief
spokesperson Sanjay Raut
said on Tuesday, in what is
a clear snub to
Chhatrapati Sambhaji
who was seeking support
for his candidature.

The Shiv Sena will con-
test two Rajya Sabha seats
and ensure victory in

both, asserted Raut, whom
the party has given a
fourth consecutive term in
the Upper House of
Parliament.

"Sanjay Pawar is Shiv

Sena's mavala (soldier)
and (Sena chief) Uddhav
Thackeray has decided to
give him candidature. But
the official announcement
will be done soon, Raut
said.

Six Rajya Sabha seats
from the state will go to
polls next month, with the
BJP having the numbers
to get two of its candidates
elected.

The Shiv Sena, NCP and
the Congress have enough
votes to secure one win
each, while together they

can win the sixth seat as
well, for which the Sena
has thrown its hat in the
ring.

The Shiv Sena,
Congress and NCP com-
prise the ruling Maha
Vikas Aghadi in the state.

However, Chhatrapati
Sambhaji, a descendant of
the legendary warrior
king, and who has a strong
follower base among the
Maratha community, has
announced he would con-
test the polls as an
Independent candidate.

Birth
SSeeoonnii:: A tigress has given
birth to four cubs at
Pench Tiger Reserve
(PTR) in Madhya
Pradesh's Seoni district, a
senior forest official said
on Tuesday. Tourists spot-
ted the big cat and her
cubs crossing a road in
Karmajhiri core area in
the morning, the PTR's
deputy director Rajneesh
Singh told PTI. While the
tigress is yet to be identi-
fied, the cubs are aged
around one and a half
months, he said.

Mandatory 
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: The Punjab
government on Tuesday
made it mandatory for
candidates applying for
its Group C and D posts
to clear a Punjabi lan-
guage test with at least
50 per cent marks. The
move is aimed at promo-
tion of the language,
according to an official
statement. The decision
was taken by Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
at a meeting with offi-
cials here.

Shot dead 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: A police consta-
ble was shot dead by ter-
rorists in the Soura area of
the city on Tuesday, offi-
cials said here. "Terrorists
fired upon Constable
Saifullah Qadri at his
home in the Anchar locali-
ty of Soura," they said.

Hooch tragedy
AAuurraannggaabbaadd:: Five people
have died in Aurangabad
district of dry Bihar after
allegedly consuming spu-
rious liquor, an official
said on Tuesday. The
police have launched a
massive crackdown and
arrested 67 people fol-
lowing the incident.
According to Aurangabad
Superintendent of Police
Kantesh Kumar Mishra,
all deaths have been
reported from Madanpur
block.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal with Transport Minister

Kailash Gahlot at the flag-off cere-
mony of 150 electric buses, in New

Delhi, Tuesday. 
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Tokyo, May 24 (PTI): 

India and the US on
Tuesday announced a
major partnership to boost
cooperation in critical and
emerging technologies be-
tween their leading securi-
ty agencies after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and President Joe Biden
vowed to work together for
a more prosperous, free,
connected and secure
world.

In a meeting with Biden
on the sidelines of the Quad
summit in Tokyo, Modi de-
scribed the India-US rela-
tionship as truly a "partner-
ship of trust" and said he
was confident that the
friendship will continue to
be a "force for good" for
global peace and stability as
well as for the well-being of
mankind.

In another significant
move, India and the US also
extended the longstanding
Vaccine Action Programme
(VAP) until 2027. Separately,
the White House an-
nounced India joining the
Combined Military Forces-
Bahrain as an associate
member. In the talks, Modi
invited the US industries to
partner with India to manu-
facture in the defence sec-
tor under the Make in India

and self-reliant India pro-
grammes, adding bilateral
trade and investment are
expanding continuously,
but it is still much below
their potential.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said the
meeting "resulted in sub-
stantive outcomes" which
will "add depth and momen-
tum" to the bilateral part-
nership. "The India-USA
strategic partnership is
truly a partnership of trust.
Our shared values, and our
common interests in many
areas, including security,
have strengthened the
bonds of this trust," Modi
said. "Our people-to-people
relations and close econom-
ic ties also make our part-
nership unique. Trade and
investment between us is
also expanding continuous-
ly, although it is still much
below our potential," he
said. Following the talks,
both New Delhi and

Washington announced the
launch of the India-US
Initiative on Critical and
Emerging Technologies
(iCET) to facilitate out-
come-oriented cooperation
and that the new mecha-
nism will be co-led by
India's National Security
Council Secretariat and the
US National Security
Council.

The MEA said the iCET
would forge closer linkages
between the government,
academia and industry of
the two countries in areas
such as artificial intelli-
gence, quantum computing,
5G and 6G, biotech, space
and semiconductors.

It said India and the US
also extended the long-
standing Vaccine Action
Programme (VAP) until
2027 to continue joint bio-
medical research which
had resulted in the develop-
ment of vaccines and relat-
ed technologies.

Varanasi, May 24 (PTI): 

A district court on
Tuesday fixed May 26 for
hearing on the maintain-
ability of the Gyanvapi-
Shringar Gauri complex
case.

The court of District
Judge A K Vishevesh will
hear the matter as per direc-
tions of the Supreme Court,
District Government
Counsel Rana Sanjeev
Singh said. Singh said the
court also gave a week's time
to both Hindu and Muslim
sides to file objections to the
report of a court-mandated
videography survey of the
Gyanvapi mosque premises.
Vishnu Shankar Jain, a
lawyer for the Hindu side,
said the civil judge listed for
May 26 the hearing on a plea
of the Muslim side, which

said the suit doesn't have
merit as it violates the
Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991.
Section 4 of the Act bars fil-
ing of any suit or initiating
any other legal proceeding
for a conversion of the reli-
gious character of any place
of worship, as existing on
August 15, 1947. Jain said
the court ordered to make

available the commission re-
port to both sides for filing
objections. Meanwhile, a
fresh application was filed
in the court of Civil Judge
(Senior Division) Ravi
Kumar Diwakar, seeking
permission to worship the
"Shivling" claimed to have
been found in the Gyanvapi
complex during the videog-
raphy survey.

Dehradun, May 24 (PTI):

Snowfall and rain hit the
Char Dham Yatra on
Tuesday with thousands of
pilgrims halted en route to
Kedarnath and Yamunotri
temples in the Garhwal
Himalayas as a precaution-
ary measure.

Kedarnath began receiv-
ing snow early on Tuesday
while the lower areas were
lashed by rains prompting
the authorities to stop the
pilgrims for their safety in
Gaurikund and Sonprayag.
Pilgrims going to

Yamunotri were also halt-
ed in Janakichatti, the last
stopover on way to the fa-
mous shrine, as the weath-
er turned worse in the af-
ternoon.

The peaks around
Badrinath also received
snow. Badkot subdivisional
magistrate (SDM) Shalini
Negi said Yamunotri-
bound pilgrims were
stopped in Janakichatti as
a precautionary measure.
They will be allowed to pro-
ceed on their onward jour-
ney after the weather
clears, she said.

New Delhi, May 24:

Prashant Kishor's collabo-
ration with the Congress
was a non-starter but his
former associate Sunil
Kanugolu has been picked
for the party's election man-
agement. The Congress on
Tuesday announced its
Political Affairs group,
which includes Rahul
Gandhi and two key dis-
senters, Ghulam Nabi Azad
and Anand Sharma, and a
Task Force- both key take-
aways from its recent brain-
storming session in
Rajasthan's Udaipur.

The Task Force - 2024,
which will handle the
party's strategy for the next
national election, has no
member from the "G-23" or
group of 23 "dissenters" who
wrote to Sonia Gandhi in
2020 calling for a massive or-
ganizational and leadership
overhaul. The party had de-
cided to form the two panels
at the "Chintan Shivir", or

strategy meet in Udaipur to
discuss its way forward
after its serial election de-
feats. In the Political Affairs
Group to be headed by
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, the other names are
Mallikarjun Kharge,
Ambika Soni, Digvijaya
Singh, KC Venugopal and
Jitendra Singh.

Bengaluru, May 24 (PTI):

In what is being seen in
some political quarters as a
setback to former
Karnataka Chief Minister
B S Yediyurappa, the BJP
central leadership on
Tuesday denied MLC tick-
ets to his son B Y
Vijayendra and a loyalist.

Ignoring the recommen-
dation of the state unit to
field Vijayendra for the
June 3 biennial election to
seven seats of Karnataka
Legislative Council, the
party central leadership on
Tuesday announced names
four candidates, hours be-
fore the deadline for filing
of nominations ended
today. The candidates an-
nounced by the BJP central
leadership are: Former
Deputy Chief Minister and
party vice-president
Laxman Savadi, party's
state secretaries
Hemalatha Nayak and and
S Keshavaprasad, and
President of SC Morcha
C h a l a v a d i
Narayanaswamy.

Srinagar, May 24 (PTI): 

Security forces have busted a

Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) terror

module in the Pulwama district

of Jammu and Kashmir, arrest-

ing eight militant associates,

police said Tuesday.

Based on specific inputs, several

suspects were arrested and

leads were developed, resulting

in the busting of the terror mod-

ule operating in the Awantipora

area of the south Kashmir dis-

trict, a police spokesman said.

He identified the arrested as

Mushtaq Ahmad Dar, Ishfaq

Ahmad Dar, Manzoor Ahmad Dar

(all residents of Wagad); Fayaz

Ahmad Rather, a resident of

Pastuna; Shabir Ahmad Rather,

a resident of Syedabad Pastuna;

Mohammsd Latief Rather, a resi-

dent of Syedabad Pastuna;

Sheeraz Ahmad Mir, a resident

of Aripal and Waseem Ahmad

Bhat of Pastuna.
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Congress Task Force 2024

Prashant Kishor’s ex-associate,
2 Congress ‘rebels’ in panels

In the Political Affairs Group
to be headed by Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, the
other names are Mallikarjun
Kharge, Ambika Soni,
Digvijaya Singh, KC
Venugopal and Jitendra Singh.

The Task Force includes P
Chidambaram, Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, Mukul Wasnik,
Jairam Ramesh, KC
Venugopal, Ajay Maken and
Randeep Surjewala. 

Political Affairs Group

Task Force

In snub for BSY,
BJP denies MLC
ticket for his son
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Bhilai, May 24: 

On Tuesday, a delega-
tion of the officers and
employees of Ferro
Scrap Nigam Limited
paid a visit to MP Vijay
Baghel at this residence.
They apprised Baghel
about the proposed priva-
tization of the company.
The employees submitted
a memorandum to MP
Vijay Baghel seeking his
support to save FSNL
from privatization and to
protect the future of the
employees.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that FSNL is
a public sector enterprise
headquartered in Bhilai,
Chhattisgarh. This com-
pany has been a prof-
itable PSU continuously
since its inception in
1979. Unfortunately, such
profitable ventures are
being disinvested by the
government. Under the

disinvestment process,
FSNL will be completely
sold and privatized.
Further, in this privatiza-
tion process there is no
provision regarding the
future of the employees.

The aggrieved workers
appealed to MP Vijay
Baghel to initiate for sav-
ing FSNL from privatisa-
tion. He was apprised
about the current status
of the disinvestment
process. The workers fur-

ther informed him that
the disinvestment
process was launched in
the past also by the
Government of India,
but in view of the func-
tioning and importance
of FSNL, the disinvest-
ment process was
stopped in July 2017 and
it was proposed to merge
the FSNL in a Public
Enterprise under
Ministry of Steel. But in
the year 2019, its privati-

zation process was start-
ed again without any
rhyme and reason. The
employees are highly ag-
grieved with the union
government’s move of
disinvesting a profit
making company.

In his reply, MP Vijay
Baghel stated that he had
submitted a representa-
tion at PMO earlier also
with request to stop dis-
investment of FSNL. He
assured to approach the
PMO and Steel Ministry
once again to save FSNL
from privatisation. He
further assured all possi-
ble support to protect the
interests of the workers.

FSNL Officers
Association President
Satyendra Jha, Saurabh
Tharewal, Prashant
Sahu, N Bhawna,
Chandraprabha, Prabhat
Singh, Mohd Tanveer
and other employees of
FSNL were present.

FSNL workers seek MP Vijay Baghel’s
support to prevent privatisation

Bhilai, May 24: 

Within a few days after
release from jail, a notori-
ous thief was arrested
again on charges of bur-
glary. The accused com-
mitted theft at a mobile
store and had escaped
with handsets and acces-
sories worth Rs 7.50 lakh.
A joint team of Anti
Crime and Cyber Unit
(ACCU) as well as Old
Bhilai Police Station
trapped the accused and
recovered the stolen
booty from his posses-
sion. While addressing
media persons here at the
Police Control Room on
Tuesday, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that Old
Bhilai Police Station re-
ceived a complaint on
May 23 regarding theft at
a mobile phone shop lo-
cated in front of Masjid
on GE Road in Old Bhilai.

The shop owner
Ramesh Chhautija com-
plained that unidentified
thief trespassed into his
shop by breaking the roof

shed and escaped with 41
nos mobile phones and
accessories worth Rs 7.50
lakh. Police lodged an FIR
under section 457, 380 of
IPC.

Taking the matter into
serious cognizance, a
joint team of Old Bhilai
Police Station and ACCU
was entrusted responsi-
bility of conducting in-
vestigation and tracing
the accused. The team col-
lected CCTV footage of
the shop and nearby
places. The accused was

seen in the CCTV footage
after which all efforts
were diverted to identify
him. Soon the person
seen in CCTV footage was
identified as a notorious
thief Jittu alias Jitendra
Baya.

He was released from
the jail on May 02-03 and
was also seen roaming in
suspicious conditions in
the Old Bhilai area. The
suspect Jitendra Baya
was traced and taken into
custody. When interrogat-
ed, he initially tried to

misguide the cops but
during sustained interro-
gation, he confessed to
have committed theft at
the mobile store. Police
recovered the stolen
booty which was con-
cealed at his house. The
accused was arrested and
produced before the
court.

ASP (City) Sanjay
Dhruv, ASP Vishwas
Chandrakar and DSP
(Crime) Nasar Siddhiqui
were also present during
the press conference.
Inspector Manish
Sharma (SHO, Old
Bhilai), ASI Gorakhnath
H a r i s h c h a n d r a
Chaudhary, Head
Constable Rakesh Singh,
Constable Krishna Singh,
ACCU team members in-
cluding ASI Shamit
Mishra, Constable
Arvind Mishra,
Satyendra Madharia,
Rinku Soni, Evan
Banchhor, Anil Singh and
Vijay Shukla played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

Notorious thief arrested again for burglary

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2244::  

Steel Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) has declared
its financial results for the
quarter and year ending
March 31, 2022 (FY’22). 

During FY’22, the company
has clocked its best-ever per-
formance in production and
sales while achieving an all-
time high revenue from oper-
ation of Rs 1,03,473 Crore and
EBITDA of Rs 22,364 crore. 

This performance, backed
by an uptick in steel demand
and positive business outlook,
is an outcome of collaborative
and concerted efforts for
enhancing production and
improve techno-economics
parameters while seizing pos-
sible opportunities in the
market place. 

The Key highlights of FY
2021-22 being: Remarkable
improvement in financial per-
formance due to robust oper-

ational performance; Highest
ever Revenue from Operation
of Rs 1,03,473 Crore;
EBITDA of Rs 22,364 Crore,
Profit Before Tax (PBT) of Rs
16,039 crore and Profit After
Tax (PAT) of Rs 12,015 Crore;
Drive towards deleveraging
continues. Borrowings stood
below Rs 13,400 crore as on
March 31, 2022.

SAIL is focused on proac-
tive stakeholders’ engage-

ment, which includes:
Sharing of Profit with share-
holders, company recom-
mended Rs 2.25 as final divi-
dend for FY’22. SAIL declared
highest ever dividend in FY’22
i.e. Rs 8.75 per share includ-
ing the already paid two
interim dividends for FY’22;
SAIL emerged as the topmost
buyer on GeM amongst all
CPSEs in FY’22. SAIL has sup-
plied steel for various proj-

ects of National importance
like Central Vista Delhi,
Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail, Delhi-Meerut
RRTS, Polavaram Irrigation
project, Kaleshwaram
Irrigation Project, Purvanchal
Expressway, several Metro
Rail Projects across the
Country, etc. Supply of Liquid
Medical Oxygen in excess of
1.3 Lakh Tonne, majorly dur-
ing second wave of CoVID-19.

SAIL Plants setup separate
Jumbo CoVID Care facilities,
which increased CoVID-19
dedicated beds. Wage revi-
sion for the employees was
also implemented. 

This record-breaking per-
formance in FY’22 is a result
of synergy across the
Organization. However, the
fourth quarter could not be
fully insulated from the
unprecedented rise in input
costs, especially the price
rise of imported coking coal
on account of various rea-
sons. Notwithstanding the
challenges, the Company has
taken several proactive steps
to contain costs. Going for-
ward, the Company has plans
to meet the twin challenges
of higher input costs and mar-
ket price volatility by under-
taking various measures for
continual improvement in its
processes and products bas-
ket. 

SAIL declares Financial Results for FY’22, achieves Best Ever Profitability
Revenue crosses Rupees One Lakh Crore

Bhilai, May 24: Police
have arrested two notori-
ous thieves on charges of
committing theft at a
locked house. One of the
accused was released from
jail a few days ago. The
cops managed to arrest the
accused within 24 hours of
the crime. ASP Vishwas
Chandrakar informed that
theft occurred at the
locked house of Suraj
Kumar Chaudhary in
Khursipar on the inter-
vening night of Monday.
When the victim returned
home around 02:30 hrs
from Railway Station, he

found that the front door
was broken and some jew-
ellery and cash total worth
Rs 48000 were missing
from the almirah. On his
complaint, the matter was
taken up for investigation.

Police team immediate-
ly scanned all the local ruf-
fians and habitual offend-
ers. In the meanwhile, po-
lice received a tip off re-
garding a habitual offend-
er who was recently re-
leased from jail and was
seen roaming in suspi-
cious conditions during
nights. The suspect Azad
Devar alias Dilla (20) son

of Late Kashiram Devar a
president of Devar Basti,
Khursipar was taken into
custody and during inter-
rogation, he confessed to
have committed theft at
the house. He disclosed the
name of his accomplice
who assisted him in the
theft. The second accused
Sheikh Sahil (18) son of
Sheikh Salim a resident of
BBC Colony Khursipar
was also arrested. Police
recovered the stolen jew-
ellery from the possession
of the accused. They had
spent the stolen cash Rs
12000 in eating and drink-
ing. They were produced
before the court and have
been sent to jail on judicial
remand.

Sub Inspector Shishupal
Chandravanshi, Constable
Rakesh Anna, Deepak
Singh, Woman Constable
Toshi Goswami played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

Two ruffians held for breaking into house 

Bhilai, May 24: The con-
tract workers of Bhilai
Steel Plant are wearing
badges as a mark of protest
at workplace for the last
two days. They are going to
stage dharna at Equipment
Square on May 25. They are
demanding respectable
wages at par with the low-
est grade of regular work-
ers; group insurance, etc.
They are also protesting
against the government’s
move to privatise the
FSNL, NSPC, RINL and
other PSUs. On the call of
SWFI, the contract workers

are going to stage demon-
strations under the banner
of Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union (CITU).
The contract workers of
Bhilai Steel Plant have
geared up to take to the
road against exploitation
and to press their reason-
able demands including a
respectable wage settle-
ment. They are demanding
from the management to fi-
nalise the wage revision as
well as put an end to the ex-
ploitation of workers. The
next meeting of the NJCS
sub-committee is scheduled

to be held in Delhi on May
26. Among other issues, the
issue of respectable wages
of contract workers is also
to be discussed in this meet-
ing. To get their legitimate
demands fulfilled, the con-
tract workers are going to
stage demonstrations a day
before the meeting. During
the work on May 23 and 24,
hundreds of contract work-
ers of various departments
wore badges in support of
their demands and urged
others to support their
demonstration on May 25.
Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union (CITU)
President Shantanu
Markam and General
Secretary Yogesh Soni
called upon all the contract
workers, regular workers,
trade unions to express sol-
idarity with the contract
workers.

Bhilai, May 24: 

The five-day skill devel-
opment workshop being
organised in Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Mahavidyalaya concluded
on Tuesday. On the last
and fifth day of skill devel-
opment workshop organ-
ised in in collaboration
with INIFD training was
given on instant and party
make up by Poonam
Singh, an internationally
acclaimed makeup artist.

She detailed about the
instant makeup, stuff used
in the makeup and shared
that always use good
branded makeup to avoid
any allergy in skin. She
shared all the minute de-
tails about makeup.

In the valedictory func-
tion, College Incharge
Principal Dr J Durga
Prasad Rao said this work-

shop was organised to en-
hance the creativity of stu-
dents and give them a plat-
form other than academ-
ics to excel in designing
field also. Vice Principal
Dr Archana Jha said the
main motive behind this
workshop is to polish the
students creativity and im-
prove their skills so that
they can adopt and get the
job prospects in future.

Tina Khandelwal
Incharge INIFD said she
was overwhelmed by the

responses of the students
and their involvement in
the activities with full zeal.

Certificates were dis-
tributed to the partici-
pants who were from dif-
ferent backgrounds such
as  house wives, doctors
and students. Soniya,
Harsha were the trainers
from INIFD. Dr Saroj,
Umesh Sharma, Somitro,
Purvi, Ankita Dutta,
Devyani, Deboshree and
others participated in this
gala event.

Bhilai, May 24: Brijesh
Bichpuria, former presi-
dent of BJP Bhilai district
recently met the Union
Minister of State for Steel
Faggan Singh Kulaste at
his home village and
briefed about the issues
and problems related to
Bhilai Steel Plant, HSCL

employees and contract
workers. He also had a dis-
cussion about the situa-
tion of Bharatiya Janata
Party in Chhattisgarh
state and the anti people
policy of the present gov-
ernment. The Minister as-
sured to take necessary ac-
tions to resolve the issues.

Bhilai, May 24: 

Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences
and Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences &
Research under the aegis of
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions organised a
two days workshop
“Handling and Training of
S o p h i s t i c a t e d
Instruments” on May 17-18,
2022. The workshop was or-
ganized by the Guidance of
Dr RK Nema, Professor &
Principal, Rungta Institute
of Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Harish
Sharma, Vice Principal.
The organising secretary of
the workshop was Suchita
Wamankar, Assistant
Professor and the convener
was Anjali Sahu, Assistant
Professor. The first day of

the workshop began with
the blessings of goddess
Maa Saraswati and inaugu-
rated by the special guest of
the workshop Dr
Deependra Singh,
Chairman, Education
Regulations Committee of
Pharmacy Council of
India, New Delhi.
Thereafter, Dr RK Nema
welcomed Dr Deependra
Singh. Dr Singh motivated
the students by delivering
the valuable knowledge on

the future scope of phar-
macy where he threw light
on the reestablishment of
pattern as well as syllabus
of B Pharmacy and the
modifications which will be
seen in future in the field of
Pharmacy. The inaugural
ceremony ended with the
delightful felicitation of Dr
Deependra Singh. The next
session of the workshop
was on the scope & future
prospects of Pharmacy
profession. Session-II and

Session III of the first day
of the workshop was the
live demonstration on: Ex-
vivo Explant models and
detailed illustration of
Tablet compression respec-
tively. The last session of
the first day of the work-
shop was Quiz competition.
The second day of the
workshop started with the
session-I i e, Flavor of spec-
trum. There were four
other live demonstration
sessions of various instru-

ments such as eight sta-
tions Tablet Compression
Machine, Flame
Photometer, UV spec-
trophotometer and
Dissolution apparatus. The
workshop ended with the
Valedictory function in
which the prize distribu-
tion as well as certificates
were also given to the win-
ners. Anjali Sahu proposed
vote of thanks for the suc-
cessful conduction of work-
shop. More than 250 stu-
dents from various parts of
Chhattisgarh participated
in the workshop. The work-
shop was successfully con-
ducted by the support and
motivation of Sanjay
Rungta, Chairman, Saket
Rungta, Director and Mohd
Shajid Ansari, Assistant
Director, Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions.

Bhilai, May 24: 

All World Gayatri
Parivar Chhattisgarh,
under the Gayatri Yajna
campaign conducted on
May 15-16, performed yaj-
nas in more than 4700
houses and at different
places in the twin city of
Durg-Bhilai. In this se-
quel, am Ek Kundiya
Gayatri Yajna was per-
formed by Diya
Chhattisgarh at the
Ramshila Old Age Home
in Junwani May 15. The
yajna was organized
under the guidance of
Diya Chhattisgarh
Woman Wing in-charge
Anita Sao. After perform-
ing the Yajna, Ajay
Rathore of the ashram
took a pledge to quit in-
toxication. The senior
citizens residing in the
old age home participat-
ed in the Yajna with
great enthusiasm. Diya

Chhattisgarh Convenor
Dr PL Sao, while explain-
ing the scientific impor-
tance of Yajna said that,
in the house where Yajna
is performed every day,
the members including
children automatically
develop good character.
The chanting of the
mantras performed dur-
ing the Yajna and the fra-
grance flowing from the
Havan material not only
makes the environment
of the house pure and
disease-free, but also cre-

ates a protective circle
around the house which
keeps the house safe
from negative thoughts.
Ajay Kalyani, the direc-
tor of the ashram said
that the Old Age Home
was inaugurated last
year with the perform-
ance of Yajna by Diya
Chhattisgarh and we all
always experience the en-
ergy from it. This energy
should always be there so
he has decided to conduct
Gayatri Yajna every
month.

Contract workers wear badges
at work place; dharna today 

Students learn instant and party make-up tips 
On the concluding day of skill development workshop in SSMV 

Bichpuria meets 
Faggan Singh Kulaste

Diya performs Gayatri Yajna in Old Age HomeWorkshop on ‘Handling and Training 
of Sophisticated Instruments’ concludes 
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RAINS BRING RESPITE

Light rains in the evening brought much required relief from scorching heat here on Tuesday evening.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 24: The
Returning Officer (RO)
Rajya Sabha polls in the
state Dinesh Sharma has
issued notification for it
here on Tuesday. As per
the notification, there is
going to be elections for
two Rajya Sabha (RS)
seats by the elected mem-
bers in the Chhattisgarh
State Assembly. The
polling will be held on

June 10 from 9:00 am to
4:00 pm.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that the dates for
the RS polls were declared
few days back. The RS
term of two RS MP’s in
the state viz. Chhaya
Verma and Ramvichar
Netam is coming to an end
and as to who will be nom-
inated for two RS seats
from Chhattisgarh is yet
to be confirmed.

It is notable here that
dates for elections for
Rajya Sabha polls were
made recently and in this
election for 57 RS seats is
to be held in 15 states. As
per information election
will be held on June 10

and the results will be de-
clared on the same day. It
is notable that polling for 3
RS seats in MP and 2 of
Chhattisgarh is to be held
and the term of two RS
MP’s from Chhattisgarh
viz. Chhaya Verma and
Ramvichar Netam  is end-
ing on June 29.

As per the poll notifica-
tion issued, the nomina-
tions for RS seats in state
can be filed till May 31 and
it has to be deposited in
the office of Returning
Officer in Vidhan Sabha
from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.
In absence of the RO, this
nomination will be accept-
ed by the Asst. RO. On fil-
ing of nomination papers

for RS seats, the scrutiny
of nomination papers will
be held on June 1 and last
date for withdrawal of
nomination is June 3 till
3:00 pm. After this the
valid list of the authorized
candidates for two RS
seats will be declared.

It is notable here that in
the RS polls for a 90 mem-
ber Vidhan Sabha of
Chhattisgarh, INC is with
71 seats; BJP is with 14
seats; Janta Congress
Ch’garh with 3 and
Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) is witih 2 seats and
they will be exercising
their rights for RS polls.
The polling will be held
with ballot papers.

Last date for filing of nomination
for 2 RS seats is May 31

RO issues notifica-
tion for election for
two RS seats in
Ch’garh
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Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, May 24: With
issuing of notification for
two Rajya Sabha (RS)
seats in the state, the
polling will be held on
June 10 and seeing the
party’s (Congress) majori-
ty in the Vidhan Sabha
both the seats will be
going into Congress
favour.

As of now there is no
declaration of the two
candidates Congress will
be sending to Rajya Sabha
from Chhattisgarh, but
one of the prominent and
confirmed candidate con-
sidered for one of the RS

seats was that of Speaker
Chhattisgarh Assembly
Dr Charandas Mahant,
who had earlier show in-
clination of going to RS.
But the LS MP from
Korba and his better half
Jyotsna Mahant during
her Pendra-Marwahi tour
recently has made it clear
that Dr Charandas
Mahant will not be going
to Rajya Sabha (RS).

Name of State

Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant was
considered to be almost fi-
nalised and was talk
among the corridors of
power being the most ap-
propriate candidate for
Rajya Sabha (RS). But this
very disclosure by LS MP
Jyotsna Mahant has put
an end to all such specula-
tions.

It is notable here that
last time when Dr Mahant

was on tour to Pendra-
Gourela-Marwahi district
he said that he has got one
last desire which still re-
mains unfulfilled... and
after saying as to ‘when I
will get it fulfilled...’, it
was cut from there and
left people obviously
drawing it to some of
their own conclusions of
his applying for RS seat.

On this LS MP Jyotsna
Mahant said that doing
such a thing is absolutely
incorrect and therefore
people are making all
sorts of speculations. She
said that Dr Mahant will
continue to work for his
state of Chhattisgarh and
to a question as to when
he will stake claim for RS
seat, Jyotsna Mahant said
that as when they will feel
it is necessary they will
stake claim for it.

Dr Mahant to continue working for Ch’garh: Jyotsna
p Denies that he will

stake claim for
RS seat

Raipur, May 24: The per-
son wanted by the police
for the last 8 days in con-
nection with the incident
of robbery of Rs 50 lakh
has finally surrendered.
Ajju, who is called as mas-
termind by the police in
the incident came before
media on Tuesday and sur-
rendered. Ajju also made
several shocking revela-
tions in front of the media
persons. The team of Anti
Crime and Cyber ??Unit
arrested him.

The police team will
now interrogate Ajju
about the whole incident.
Ajju was absconding in
the 50 lakh robbery case.
Earlier, in the last 3 days,
the police arrested 14 mis-

creants who were involved
in the incident.

Ajju told that he carried
out this incident for the
marriage of his sister. He
was desperately in the
need for money and that
he got involved in the rob-
bery. The second master-
mind of this case is
Devendra Ajju’s friend. At
the behest of Devendra, he
got involved in this rob-
bery. After carrying out
the incident, Ajju got Rs 3
lakh 5 thousand. He gave
Rs 1.5 lakh to his mother.
He spent nearly Rs 55 thou-
sand in shopping for
clothes and other items.

His sister’s marriage
was also called off after
his name surfaced in this
robbery incident. He was
hiding in Haryana and
now surrendered after
coming to Raipur. Ajju’s

mother was also present
to make him surrender.
Ajju’s mother told that
she did not have any infor-
mation about this inci-
dent, but when his name
surfaced in the media, she
asked him about the inci-
dent and he confessed his
crime. For this reason she
was now seeking Ajju’s
surrender. Ajju’s family
fears that the police or
other accused involved in
the incident may harm
Ajju and his family.
However, his mother also
said that her son should
be punished.

In his statement to the
media, Ajju said that he
was involved in the May
16 incident. He was given
the responsibility of
sprinkling chilli in the
merchant’s eyes. As soon
as the merchant left the

shop, Ajju and his accom-
plices started following
his bike. One of his ac-
complices Tilak on the pil-
lion seat knocked the
businessman down and
Ajju ran away with the
bag containing the cash.
All the miscreants met
near Abhanpur area and
fled after distributing the
money.

Ajju revealed that he
was involved in several
other incidents of rob-
bery. He used to rob
passers-by.

He said he snatched mo-
bile and cash from many
people by intimidating
them. Ajju used to work
as a confectioner in a
small restaurant. His
friend Devendra is a me-
chanic, he also always
used to accompany him in
criminal incidents.

Mastermind of robbery of Rs 50 lakh surrenders
p Makes several major

revelations
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Raipur, May 24: A meet-
ing was held at
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Headquarters
Rajiv Bhawan to discuss
implementation of the de-
cisions taken in Udaipur
Chintan Shivir in the
state. The meeting was at-
tended by AICC Secretary
and Chhattisgarh in-
charge Dr Chandan
Yadav and Saptagiri
Shankar Ulka and
Pradesh Congress
President Mohan

Markam. A decision was
taken at the meeting to
organize a workshop on
June 1 and June 2 to pre-
pare an action plan for
implementation of the de-
cisions taken in the
Udaipur Nav Chintan
Shivir in the organization
of the Pradesh Congress.
Organization unit will be
formed up to the zone level
and a political committee

will be formed in the state.
From 9th August, each

district Congress unit will
take out padyatra cover-
ing 75 kms. Bharat Jodo
Yatra of AICC was also
discussed at the meeting.
In the districts also, a
roadmap was drawn up to
organize the workshop
and a detailed discussion
was held regarding digiti-
zation of membership and

organization elections
from the membership
book.

The meeting was attend-
ed by in-charge secretary
Dr Chandan Yadav,
Saptgiri Shankar Ulka,
PCC chief Mohan
Markam, treasurer
Ramgopal Agrawal, in-
charge general secretary
administration Ravi
Ghosh, in-charge general
secretary organization
Amarjit Chawla, ex-vice
president Girish
Dewangan, PCC vice pres-
ident Dr JP Shrivastav,
Ambika Markam, PCC
communication head
Sushil Anand Shukla, gen-
eral secretary Piyush
Kosre, Vasudev Yadav,
Arun Sisodia and Sumitra
Dhritlahre.

Cong state level workshop on June 1st, 2nd 
p Meeting held to

implement decisions
of Udaipur Nav
Chintan Shivir
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Raipur, May 24:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Mahila Morcha of-
fice-bearers stated that
every worker of the
frontal organization
would to play a signifi-
cant role to dethrone the
ruling Congress govern-
ment in Chhattisgarh as
it has failed to deliver the
promises made to the
people.

Mahila Morcha
President Shalini Rajput
said that the Raipur
Divisional meeting held
at party headquarters sit-
uated at Kushabhau
Thakre premises, dis-

cussed the forthcoming
programmes of the
frontal organization and
also reviewed the works
being carried out so far.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, she further stated
that crime against
women is on rise where-
as no steps are being
taken to put check on in-
creasing crime across
Chhattisgarh. The BJP
Mahila Morcha members
condemned the growing
crime against women
and reiterated that they
would launch agitation
against state government
on the issue of Law &
Order situation in the re-
gion.

BJP Mahila Morcha to launch agitation
on Law & Order situation
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Raipur, May 24: Raipur
Development Authority
(RDA) would launch evic-
tion drive in Bombay
Market commercial com-
plex soon to remove the
illegal encroachments
whereas decision has
also been taken to get the
various shops vacant
from the shopkeepers
who are running the
shops in the complex and
have not shown interest
in purchasing the shops
under their possession in
the Open Tender process
following the High Court
verdict on it.

Meanwhile, the RDA
administration on
Tuesday sealed the two
office halls against which
the rent of the amount of
Rs 66.69 lakh is outstand-
ing from it.

RDA Vice President

Shiv Singh Thakur
and Board of
Directors members
Rajendra Banjare,
Mamta Rai and
Hirendra Dewangan
inspected the Bombay
Market premises with
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Engineer Anil Gupta.

During the inspection,
they found that Girishraj
and Rajkumar Gupta had
taken two Halls on Block
A on rent but had not
paid the rent of Rs 62.38
lakh and Rs 4.31 lakh so
far. RDA team sealed
both the Halls and added
that the electricity con-
nections too would be dis-
connected. Further ac-
tion against them would
be taken through
Tehsildar.

Team also took objec-
tions to the illegal con-
structions being made by
various people including
Raipur Bag House,
Bhanu Drycleaner, New
Royal Watch, Israni
Hardware, Prakash
Hardware, Sudama Nut-
Bolt house, Netaji Hotel,
New Raja Hotel and
would now take steps to
launch eviction drive
soon.

RDA to launch eviction drive
in Bombay Market premises
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Dantewada, May 24:
Over 300 tribal women
hailing from Dantewada,
one of the worst Maoist-

hit district of
Chhattisgarh, has made it
to the Golden Book of
World Records, preparing
‘longest chunri’ (11,000 m

long). Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel offered
this custom-made ‘chunri’
to Maa Danteshwari at
Dantewada district.

Earlier, an 8kms long
chunri was offered to
Narmada Maiya at
Mandsaur in Madhya
Pradesh. These women
have prepared this beauti-
ful ‘chunri’ at Dannex
clothing factory in just
seven days.

The entire Dantewada
city turned ecstatic when
Baghel reached Maa
Danteshwari temple to
present the 11kms long
chunri to the deity. On the
occasion, Chief Minister
offered prayers to Maa
Danteshwari and wished
for the happiness and pros-
perity of the state.
Meanwhile, Chief
Minister also had Darshan
of Mavli Mata and
Bhairav ji in the temple
premises. During this, the
whole atmosphere in the
temple premises was col-
ored in spiritual color by
the melodious sound of
traditional instruments.

Officials of the district
administration said that
the hard work and skills of
these women are being
recognized across the
country. The Chief
Minister also interacted
with the priests of the
temple. They said that we
residents of the state are
fortunate to receive bless-
ings of Maa Danteshwari.

CM offers 11km long ‘chunri’
to Maa Danteshwari

300 tribal women
working in Dannex
created world
record by preparing
11,000 m long
‘chunri’

City turned ecstatic
when CM reached
Maa Danteshwari
temple to offer
chunri to the deity
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Dantewada, May 24:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Tuesday inau-
gurated a newly-built
glazing unit at
Kumharras in
Dantewada district.
Addressing the gathering
on occasion, Chief
Minister said that the
unit will help in enhanc-
ing skills and boosting
the income of local pot-
ters of Dantewada. This

will also provide them
with better market oppor-
tunities.

Baghel inspected the

whole premises and took
a glimpse of the ma-
chines installed at the
unit and the products pre-

pared by the potters. The
potters also presented
him a statue of ‘Gajraj’
made by them. While in-
teracting with potters,
Chief Minister said that
there is a huge potential
in our folk art and for
their full exploitation, the
work of encouraging glaz-
ing units through
Matikala Board is being
done by the state govern-
ment. With the help of
modern machines in-
stalled in the glazing unit,
potters will be able to pre-
pare beautiful clay mate-
rial in less time. Having
such a display unit in one
place will also help them
tap into a better market.
Chhattisgarh Matikala
Board Chairman Balam
Chakradhari informed
Baghel in detail about the
Kumharras Glazing Unit.
He said that modern ma-
chines like ball mill,
blenzer, agitator, and fil-
ter press have been in-
stalled here, through
which the work of
Matikala becomes easier.
Chief Minister stressed
on the importance of
training saying that it
helps in enhancing the
skills and increases the
business prospects.
Matikala will get a huge
expansion with the com-
mencement of a glazing
unit in Dantewada.

Unit will help in enhancing skills and boosting
the income of local potters: Baghel

p CM Baghel inaugu-
rates glazing unit at
Kumharras in
Dantewada
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Bhod, May 24: The em-
ployees of Chhattisgarh
MGNREGA Karamchari
Mahasangh (CMGNRE-
GAKM) met the
Chairman Bastar area
Tribal Development
Authority (BATBA)
Lakheshwar Baghel and
submitted him a memo-
randum in support of
their demands.

MGNREGA employees’
Association said that the
officers and employees
and Gram Rojgar
Sahayaks of MGNREGA
in Chhattisgarh are work-
ing for last 16 yrs in the
state and along with this
there has been demand
for regularization of
MGNREGA employees
from time-to-time and on
other demands till date no
action has been taken by
the state government.
Delegation urged
Chairman BDA to consid-
er just demands of MGN-
REGA and fulfill the same
at the earliest.

MLA Bastar

Lakheshwar Baghel said
that the way the state gov-
ernment is working, their
just demands would be
taken into consideration
and would try to find out
amicable solution to it at
the earliest. He said that
what all decisions and
declarations have been
taken and made by the
state government, have
been fulfilled as per the in-
terest of that institution
or the organization and
welfare of the employees.
He also assured the dele-
gation that the promises
made by the state govern-
ment would be fulfilled in
due course of time.

MGNREGA employees’ submits
memo to Chairman BDA

Demands fulfill-
ment of their
demands at the
earliest

Dantewada, May 24: The
violent hands that once
broke school buildings,
houses, etc, have now be-
come determined to shape
the future of the children
living in remote parts of
the state. A surrendered
Naxalite Anil Kunjam met
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at Barsur in
Dantewada district today.
He told that this school was

demolished by Naxalites in
the year 2015 in Bhansi-
Masapara. “With the initia-
tive of the government,
now a new school building
has been built here and we
have all cooperated in its
construction”. Anil
Kunjam has let go of his vi-
olent tendencies and he
wants to work toward edu-
cating children so that no
one takes the path of vio-
lence because of igno-
rance.

It is worth mentioning

that the Naxalites had de-
molished the Masapara
school seven years ago in
2015, which took away the
education of children liv-
ing in the region. The new
school building was again
constructed on the special
initiative of the
Chhattisgarh government
and now children are avail-
ing education there.
Furthermore, Maoists
Shankar Kunjam and Anil
Kunjam joined the main-
stream community after

leaving the path of vio-
lence under the Lone
Varratu scheme. He has got
the benefit of the rehabili-
tation scheme of the gov-
ernment, employment as
well as other facilities. It
was then that he realized
that the future of the chil-
dren of the village had be-
come bleak due to his
breaking the school. When
the district administration
started the reconstruction
of the school, the surren-
dered Naxalites Anil

Kunjam and Shankar
Kunjam actively con-
tributed in the construc-
tion of the school in
Masapur. After almost
seven years in the new
building of Masapara
School, the echo of chil-
dren reading Kakhara has
started being heard again.
There is new hope in the
minds of parents regard-
ing the future of their chil-
dren.

Special effort is being
made by the Chhattisgarh
government to restart the
closed schools due to Naxal
activities in the Naxal-af-
fected interior areas for the
last three years, the happy
result of which is that
closed schools in Bijapur,
Dantewada, Sukma dis-
tricts are being operated
again. To contribute to the
educational infrastructure
of their region, the local
youth have started playing
their part by joining the ed-
ucation system as teachers
who will shape the destiny
of children.

‘Violent hands that had once destroyed schools, now
comes forward to shape future of the youth’

Surrendered
Naxalite Anil
Kunjam narrated
his story to the CM
as to how he helped
in the construction
of a school that was
demolished

Bhansi-Masapara
School which was
demolished by
Naxalites recon-
structed and is up
and running
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Chitrakot, May 24: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Tuesday reached the
village Badekilepal falling
under Chitrakot assembly
constituency of Bastar dis-
trict as a part of his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’.
Mr. Baghel inaugurated
four development works
worth about Rs 36 crore 40
lakh and laid the founda-
tion stone for 500 develop-
ment works worth about
Rs 13 crore 57 lakh. There
is a wave of happiness
among people of Bastanar
tehsil of Chitrakot assem-
bly constituency with the
inauguration and laying of
foundation stone of 504 de-
velopment works at the
hands of the Chief
Minister.

N Total of Rs 66.26 cr
has been approved by the
Urban Administration
and Development
Department for all the
Municipal Corporations

Raipur, May 24: In a

first, the Urban
Administration and
Development Department
of Chhattisgarh
Government has sanc-
tioned ward-wise amount
for infrastructure develop-
ment in all Municipal
Corporations. In the first
phase, a total amount of
Rs 66 crore 26 lakh has
been approved by the de-
partment for all the mu-
nicipal corporations. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has made announcement
in this regard on March 31
this year. Following this,

the Urban Administration
and Development
Department has provided
ward wise amount to all
the municipal corpora-
tions. The department has
asked the commissioners
of all municipal corpora-
tions to send proposals for
infrastructure develop-
ment works, giving infor-
mation about the approval
of the amount.

The Urban
Administration and
Development Department
has sanctioned a total of
Rs 10.50 cr for each ward

in Raipur Municipal
Corporation at the rate of
Rs 15 lakh per ward. In
Bhilai and Bilaspur
Municipal Corporations, a
total of Rs 7 cr each has
been approved for each
ward at the rate of Rs 10
lakh per ward. An amount
of Rs 8 lakh has been sanc-
tioned for each ward in
Korba, Durg,
Rajnandgaon, Jagdalpur,
Raigarh, Ambikapur,
Birgaon, Dhamtari,
Bhilai-Charoda, Risali and
Chirmiri Municipal
Corporations.

A total of Rs 5.36 crore
36 lakh has been sanc-
tioned for Korba
Municipal Corporation,
Rs four crore 80 lakh for
Durg, Rs four crore eight
lakh for Rajnandgaon, Rs
3.84 crore each for
Jagdalpur, Raigarh and
Ambikapur Municipal
Corporations, Rs 3.20 crore
each for Birgaon,
Dhamtari, Bhilai-
Charoda, Risali and
Chirmiri Municipal
Corporations. From this
amount, the works an-
nounced by Chief
Minister or Departmental
Minister along with the
work of repair, mainte-
nance and construction of
new roads, drains and con-
struction of bridges and
culverts will be done in the
wards. In addition, the
works of street lights and
distribution of drinking
water through pipelines in
deprived areas will also be
done. The Urban
Administration and
Development Department
has directed the commis-
sioners of all municipal
corporations to include
proposals for 30 per cent of
the works in scheduled
caste and scheduled tribe
areas.

CM inaugurates and laid stone for works worth Rs 50 cr
In village
Badekilepal; Gets
gift of 504 
development works

Dantewada, May 24:
Providing a major relief to
the farmers of the state,
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel com-
menced the distribution of
Prime Minister’s crop in-
surance and weather-based
insurance claim amount
for horticulture crops from
Dantewada. Under the in-
surance scheme for Rabi
and Horticulture crops, as
many as 1.5 lakh farmers
of 17 districts of the state
will receive the claim
amount of total Rs 307
crore 19 lakh.
Chhattisgarh is the lead-
ing state in the country in

terms of payment of in-
surance claims to farmers
for Rabi crops.

Congratulating the
farmers of the state, Chief
Minister said that all the
programs for farmer wel-
fare are being conducted
smoothly in the state.
Industries Minister Mr.
Kawasi Lakhma, MP Mr.
Deepak Baij, MLA Mrs.
Devati Karma, MLA
Vikram Mandavi,
Secretary to Chief
Minister Siddharth Komal
Singh Pardeshi were pres-
ent on this occasion.
Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Director Agriculture
Yashwant Kumar ,
Director Horticulture
Matheswaran V. joined the
program through video
conference.It is notewor-
thy that Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel is on a
tour to Bastar region
under Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan. To ensure the
timely distribution of crop
insurance claim amount to
farmers without delay,
Chief Minister did the on-
line inauguration of the
distribution process from
Dantewada itself, instead
of capital city Raipur.
Earlier, he had commenced
the distribution of amount
under Godhan Nyay
Yojana from Ramanujganj,
during his tour to Sarguja
Division under Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan.

On May 21, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
distributed Rs 1804 crore to
26 lakh 67 thousand farm-
ers of the state under Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Godhan Nyay
Yojana and Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana and today Rs 307.19
crore was distributed at
his hand as crop insurance
claim. Agriculture
Minister Mr. Ravindra
Choubey congratulated
the departmental officers
and said that in a span of
just four days, more than
Rs 2111 crores have been
paid so far to the farmers
of the state.

CM commences distribution of crop insurance claim

To farmers from
Dantewada

Nearly 1.5 lakh
farmers of 17 dis-
tricts will receive
the claim amount of
Rs 307.19 cr
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Mungeli, May 24: 

In Mungeli Nagar and
the adjoining areas of the
city, novices are seen driv-
ing the tractor with fear-
lessness, which creates the
possibility of a major acci-
dent all the time. Due to
newbie tractor drivers, the
number of accidents in
the area is also increasing
and many times the work
of traveling in remote
areas is being done by
tractor trolleys, driven by
inexperienced drivers.

As the construction
work being done in the
surrounding rural areas
including the city is in-
creasing, the number of
tractors as the main cargo
is increasing day-by-day in
the city and surrounding
areas. Many accidents also
have happened, but till
date no concerned officer

or employee has consid-
ered it proper to check the
license of tractor drivers.

Due to which today
novices are seen driving
tractors fearlessly in the
city and adjoining areas.
Such a scene can be seen
every day on many roads
including the city includ-

ing Bilaspur, Pandariya,
Raipur, Nawagarh Road,
due to which there is al-
ways the possibility of a
major accident. During
the last few days, more
than half-a-dozen people
were killed in four-five
major tractor accidents,
including the sarpanch of

the area.
Due to the presence of

brick kilns, crushers and
rivers from the city on
these routes, tractors
carry these construction
materials throughout the
day. In which the number
of minor novice tractor
drivers is more and these

novice tractor drivers can
be seen driving the tractor
with proper speed control
and safety norms.

From time-to-time,
checking of motor cycles,
trucks, jeeps and other ve-
hicles is done by the police
and traffic police at the in-
tersections, sometimes
only on bikes and some-
times on four wheeler ve-
hicles, intensive checking
of driving license is done
but the tractor driver’s li-
cense is not checked even
once.

In such a situation, the
spirits of the tractor driv-
ers become high and they
can be seen driving the
tractor without fear of
being caught. It is note-
worthy that the commer-
cial use is being done
openly by preparing the
documents of tractor for
agricultural work.

Newbie tractor drivers promoting accidents

Jagdalpur, May 24:

BJP Kissan Morcha
members staged one-day
dharna before Adim Jati
Maryadit Samiti (AJMS)
Bhanpuri against the anti-
farmer policy of Congress
government in the state. In
this they charged that the
vermi-compost is not so
pure and is mix of dust
and other things and the
farmers are being forced
to purchase the same.
BJPKM members submit-
ted a memorandum at
Tehsil office in the name
of CM protesting against
the shortage of fertilizer
being created for farmers
for the Khariff crop, ‘gird-
wari’, funds to farmers for
MSP on paddy being paid
in installments and other

issues. On this occasion
Mandal President Santosh
Baghel, Mandal Gen. Secy.
Bhaskar Joshi, Kissan
Morcha Mandal Gen. Secy.
Mahesh Kashyap, Khitesh
Mourya, Raghunath
Kashyap, Mahendra
Pandey, Ashok Rao,
Dhansai Mourya,
Bhagchand Kashyap,
Puran Netam, Sampat

Mourya, Murlidhar
Thakur, Kuleshwar
Kashyap, Tulsi Kashyap,
Shibu Shah, Ramprasad
Mourya, Ramesh Diwan,
Ghanshyam Panigrahi,
Ghassuram Mourya,
Laxminath Sinha,
Ganesh, Omprakash
Kashyap, Lokesh Kashyap
and other farmers were
present.

BJP Kissan Morcha 
submit memo in Tehsil office

Alleges that farmers being forced to purchased adulterated vermi-compost

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, May 24: On
the call of the Congress
Committee, here at
Khodri in Bilaspur-Katni
Marg under Bilaspur
Railway Zone, a protest
was called to re-schedule
the stoppage if passenger
trains, to ease the travel of
commuters, especially
students and a memoran-
dum was also submitted
to the station master in
the name of Railway GM.

Congress officials and
the affected villagers of
the area performed a
ruckus and a sit-in
demonstration and op-
posed the arbitrariness
and dictatorship being
done by the railway ad-
ministration. Prior to this
protest, a protest was also
held at stations Uslapur,
Salka, Kota, Belgahna,
Khongsara, Bilaspur on
the Bilaspur Pendra rail-

way route, Bilha on the
Bilaspur-Raigarh railway
route, Jairamnagar on the
Bilaspur-Raigarh railway
route.

Here it takes a mention
that for almost two and a
half years, the operation
of the train is completely
closed in the name of
Corona, while the move-
ment of goods trains is

going on but the perma-
nent stoppage of passen-
ger trains has been
stopped in all the stations.

Addressing the sit-in
protest, District President
Vijay Kesharwani said
that the railway adminis-
tration should not forget
the struggle that was done
in 1993 to make Bilaspur a
zone, and if the adminis-

tration does not ensure
the undo operation and
stoppage of trains, then
the same struggle will be
repeated again. Narmada
Express which was run-
ning for centuries but
after being stopped dur-
ing the Corona period, the
stoppage has not started
yet, due to which Regional
people are facing a lot of

trouble, he said.
Meanwhile Marwahi

MLA Dr: KK Dhruv said
that due to the closure of
the stoppage of the train,
the traffic has become
very difficult, people are
not able to go out for
work, and the Railways
should stop the dictator-
ship, otherwise the move-
ment will be on a large
scale.

In this program,
District Congress
Committee Bilaspur
President Vijay
Kesharwani, District
Congress Committee
Gaurela Pendra Marwahi
President Manoj Gupta,
Marwahi MLA KK Dhruv,
Smt. Porte, Congress
leader Girja Kesharwani,
District Farmers
Congress President
Awadhesh Gurjar, Amol
Pathak and others were
present.

Non-stoppage of trains, dictatorship of railway administration: Dhruv

Koriya, May 24: 

Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State Power
CompanyAnkit Anand
held a meeting with the of-
ficers of the Electricity
Department of the dis-
tricts of Surguja division
in the District Collectorate
here on Friday and re-
viewed in detail the issues
related to electricity sup-
ply in the districts. During
this Collector Kuldeep

Sharma and CEO District
Panchayat Kunal Dudawat
were present. Ankit
Anand said that prompt
action should be initiated
to solve the problem of low
voltage in the district. To
ensure uninterrupted
power supply in urban
areas as well as in rural
areas, works like trans-
former replacement, line
rectification should to be
completed on priority, he
said.

He discussed in detail
the problems being faced
by all the Assistant
Engineers and Junior
Engineers present in the
area and gave necessary
directions to solve them.
Anand also gave instruc-
tions on the improvement
of electricity bill in the re-
view meeting and he di-
rected to improve the elec-
tricity bill by running a
special campaign for the
convenience of the com-
mon man and also asked
to take feedback on the im-
provement.

He also discussed the
status of sub-stations in
the district and said that
soon the status of the sub-
stations would be re-
viewed in detail. Officers
of the divisional level and
other districts were also
present in the meeting.

Initiate action to resolve low-voltage
problem: Chairman CSPDCL

Koriya, May 24:  

A Mass Health Camp
for examination and
treatment of various dis-
eases, has brought relief
to the patients, who are
benefiting after getting all
the facilities like tests,
medicines under one roof.
Manmati, 52, of village
Devadand, suffering from
knee pain and eye pain,
got good treatment in the
camp, she told that she
was treated by doctors
and medicines were also
found in the camp itself.

S i m i l a r l y
Gaurishankar, 55, of vil-
lage Katkona, who
reached for eye examina-
tion, said that after eye
examination, the number
of glasses was given by
the doctors and glasses
were also given in the
camp site within a short

time. On the other hand,
25-year-old Mrs
Krishnakumari of village
Kopka and 18-year-old
Kumari Poonam of vil-
lage Udhnapur, who
reached the camp for
treatment of stomach
ache and weakness,

shared their experience
and said that we got regis-
tered after coming to
know about the camp.

Happy with the treat-
ment of her 8-year-old
g r a n d d a u g h t e r
Anupama, Mrs. Kalavati
of village Salka told that

best consultation and
medicines have been
given by the doctors.
Battery operated motor-
ized tricycle, 04 tricycle,
08 crutches, 04 wheel-
chairs, 03 hearing aids
and 01 stick were provid-
ed to 10 beneficiaries by
the Social Welfare
Department in the camp.

Necessary certificates
such as smart cards, digi-
tal health cards were also
made for the needy in the
camp, while disability
certificates of 35
Divyangjans were also
made by the Medical
Board. Free spectacles
were also distributed to
the beneficiaries who
came for eye check-up in
the camp. The students of
NCC also played an im-
portant role in helping
the people who came to
the camp.

Mass Health Camp organized
Bilaspur, May 24: Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) has invited on-
line applications for ad-
mission to various post-
graduate level courses
through Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET) (Post Graduate)-
2022 conducted by
National Testing Agency
(NTA) for the academic
session 2022-23. According
to the admission notice is-
sued by the Academic
Section of the university,
the process of online ap-
plication for admission to
various 34 postgraduate
level courses has started
from May 19, 2022. The last
date for sending admis-
sion application is June
18, 2022. The courses avail-
able for admission to the

Central University in-
clude Bachelor of
Education-(B.Ed), B.Ed.
Special Education
(Learning Disability),
B.Ed. Special Education
(Hearing Impaired),
Bachelor of Physical
Education (B.P.Ed),
Bachelor of Library and
Information Science
(B.Lib. I.Sc.).

Post Graduate Courses-
M.Sc-Botany, Chemistry,
B i o - T e c h n o l o g y,
Microbiology, Forensic
Science, Computer
Science, Rural
Technology, Forestry,
Physics, Electronics,
Mathematics, Zoology,
M.A.-Economics, Political
Science, Hindi, English,
History, Journalism &
Mass Communication,
Master of Education

(M.Ed), Master of
Physical Education
(MPEd), Master of Social
Work (MSW), Master of
Computer Application
(MCA), MA/M.Sc.
Anthropology, M.Lib and
I.Sc, M.Com, LLM, MBA.

Diploma Courses-
Diploma in
C o m p u t a t i o n a l
Linguistics, Certificate in
C o m p u t a t i o n a l
Linguistics. For informa-
tion on admission process,
eligibility, number of
seats, reservation policy,
provision of entrance ex-
amination, fee and pro-
gram-subject mapping for
entrance examination,
please refer to the link
“Admission Notice 2022-
23” and
https://cuet.nta.nic.in
available in the universi-

ty’s website
www.ggu.ac.in. This en-
trance exam will be con-
ducted by the National
Testing Agency (NTA).
The admission procedure
for CUET and the syllabus
of the entrance test as no-
tified by NTA will be fol-
lowed by the university.
Interested candidates
should keep checking the
l i n k
https://cuet.nta.nic.in
regularly for all the updat-
ed information.

Guru Ghasidas
University has released
the helpline numbers on
the university website for
the convenience of the ap-
plicants. Candidates can
get information by con-
tacting these numbers,
07752-260342, 8962990085
and 9406430720.

CUET application process start for PG courses in CU 

Sambalpur, May 24: 

All India Railway
Protection Force Body
Building Competition-2022
was held at Railway
Community Hall,
Sambalpur on 21st & 22nd
May-2022. Total 21 number
of participants from vari-
ous Zones i.e East Coast
Railway, South East
Central Railway, Eastern
Railway, Central Railway,
Western Railway, North
Frontier Railway,
Southern Railway, 3rd
BN/D COY/ RPSF/LKO,

8th BN RPSF/CRJ and
12th BN/RPSF/THK par-
ticipated in the
Competition. Addl.
Divisional Railway
Manager, Sambalpur,
Anand Singh graced the
occasion as Chief Guest
and said that “Good
health & fitness is the ulti-
mate freedom from sick-
ness and disease and it is
the feeling of physical,
mental and social well
being of a person”.

In this competition,
Balvir Singh Meena
bagged MR. RPF award.

Amit Kumar Singh was
the winner of 55 Kg catego-
ry, N.Senthil Kumar was
winner of 60 Kg category,
Vikas Kumar Mehra was
winner of 65 Kg category,
M.K. Barik was winner of
70 kg category, M. Peter
winner of 75 Kg category,
Balvir Singh Meena was
winner of 80 Kg category,
Ajay Kumar Gurjar was
winner of 85 Kg category,T.
Ravi kumar was winner of
90 kg, Gopal Dutta was
winner of 95 kg and Vijay
Amande was winner of 100
kg category were awarded
by Chief Guest. In
this event, Bishwambar
Bohidar, Kishore Mishra,
Dolamani Meher, Shishir
Bohidar & Sujeet Mohanty
were the judges of the
competition. Somnath
Pattnaik was the stage
marshal. All officers, staff
and a large number of au-
dience were present. Anup
Gorinka, Divisional
Security Commissioner,
Sambalpur coordinated
the programme.

Sambalpur Div hosts All India RPF
Body Building Competition

JJaaggddaallppuurr,,  MMaayy  2244:: Bharatiya
Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM)
thanking the Prime Minister of
the country Narendra Modi and
the Minister of Petroleum and
Finance, for reducing the rates
of petrol-diesel and Ujwala gas,
by offering sweets to petrol con-
sumers at Damondar petrol
pump in the city. 

Former MLA Santosh Bafna,
who was present during this
program, said that the country
has got relief as a big gift from
PM Narendra Modi who is work-
ing with the motto of Sabka
Saath Sabka Vikas. BJYM
District President Avinash
Srivastava said that the coun-
try’s popular Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, the head of the
central government, has
reduced the price rate of petrol,
diesel and Ujjwala scheme.
This is a very commendable and
happy thing, and Narendra Modi
has given a great gift to the peo-
ple of the country due to the
reduction in the rate. Shrivastav

said that the Congress govern-
ment used to take a dig at the
Central Government for the
price hike of petrol and
diesel,but giving a big relief to
the country, Narendra Modi has
given a strong answer to the
opposition as well. Now the
state should also immediately
reduce VAT-tax in petroleum
products giving relief to the
people of Chhattisgarh, he said. 

During this program, District
Vice President Yogendra
Pandey, General Secretary
Ramashray Singh, Suresh
Gupta, Manish Parakh, Sangram
Singh Rana, Roshan Jha, Vijay
Heliwal, Satyanarayan Agarwal,
Mahesh Agarwal, Abhishek
Tiwari, Satish Bajpai, Surya
Bhushan Singh, Yogesh Mishra,
Vikas Patro BJP and BJYM work-
ers including Nitesh Chauhan,
Animesh Chauhan, Aditya
Sharma, Rohit Pawar, Suraj
Mishra, Ashutosh Bajpai, Aditya
Sharma, Aryan Bajaj were pres-
ent.

BJYM congratulates Modi for
reducing petro-chemical rates

WATER LOGGING IN GURUGRAM

Vehicles move through a waterlogged road at Rajiv Chowk, in Gurugram, Tuesday.

RAM MANDIR CONSTRUCTION

Ram Mandir construction work underway in Ayodhya, Tuesday.
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BRIEF

Son killed mother 
i Sultanpur (UP): A 50-

year-old woman was al-
legedly beaten to death
by her son here on
Tuesday following
which the accused was
detained, police said.
According to the police,
Shani (22) beat his
mother Asha Devi with
a wooden club follow-
ing an argument,
killing her on the spot.
The woman had suf-
fered severe injuries on
the head and leg, they
said. The father of the
accused told the police
his son was mentally
unstable and undergo-
ing treatment, they
said, adding an investi-
gation was underway.

Assam flood
i Guwahati: The flood

situation in Assam has
slightly abated even
though the death toll
rose to 25 as one more
person died and over
6.5 lakh people re-
mained affected by the
deluge across 22 dis-
tricts, an official bul-
letin said. According to
the daily flood report of
the Assam State
Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA),
one person in Silchar of
Cachar district was lost
to floodwaters. With
this, the total number
of people losing their
lives in this year’s flood
and landslides has gone
up to 25 across the
state, it said on Monday.
ASDMA said more
than 6,50,400 people are
hit due to floods in
Barpeta, Cachar,
Darrang, Dhubri,
Dibrugarh, Dima
Hasao, Goalpara,
Golaghat, Hailakandi,
Hojai, Jorhat, Kamrup,
Kamrup Metropolitan,
Karbi Anglong West,
Karimganj,
Lakhimpur, Majuli,
Morigaon, Nagaon,
Nalbari, Sonitpur and
Udalguri districts.

Road crash 
i Bulandshahr (UP):

Five members of a fam-
ily, including two chil-
dren, died and six oth-
ers were injured after
their speeding car
rammed into a station-
ary truck on the
Bulandshahr-Meerut
highway on Tuesday
morning, officials said.
The family was en
route to the Kedarnath
shrine in Uttarakhand
when the accident took
place in Gulawathi
area of Bulandshahr
around 4.30 am, the of-
ficials said. Eleven
members of the family
were in the Mahindra
Scorpio that hit the
truck, leading to the
death of two children, a
woman and two men on
the spot, District
Magistrate Chandra
Prakash Singh said.

Drunk driving 
i Noida: Over 2,000 ve-

hicles were checked
and challans issued to
215 people, who were
allegedly found driv-
ing in an inebriated
condition, in Noida
and Greater Noida,
police officials said on
Tuesday. The challans
were issued during an
inspection of vehicles
by police officials
across three police
zones - Noida, Central
Noida and Greater
Noida — on Monday
evening, a police
spokesperson said.
The campaign was
conducted on instruc-
tions of Police
Commissioner Alok
Singh. Senior police
officers had also hit
the ground to lead
foot marches for in-
spection in busy areas
of the district includ-
ing markets, near
shopping malls,
metro stations, key
roads and junctions,
the spokesperson
said.

Mohali, May 24:

Punjab Health Minister
Vijay Singla was sacked
from the state cabinet on
Tuesday and arrested on
corruption charges, with
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann asserting that his
government has zero-toler-
ance towards corruption.

The Aam Aadmi Party
has been in power in
Punjab for barely two
months. The chief minis-
ter himself announced the
removal of Singla from the
council of ministers.Mann
said the decision was made
after he came to know that
Singla was allegedly de-
manding one per cent com-
mission in tenders and
purchases of his depart-
ment.

The chief minister said
that he has also directed
the police to register a case

against Singla. Later, he
was arrested by the Punjab
police, sources said.

“A case was brought to
my notice in which one
minister in my govern-
ment was demanding one
per cent commission from
each tender or purchase of
his department. I took this
case very seriously. Only I
knew this case. Neither the
media nor opposition
knew it,” Mann said in a
video message.

“I am taking strict ac-

tion against that minister
and I am removing him
from the cabinet. I am also
giving directions to the po-
lice to register a case
against him,” he said,
adding, “That minister’s
name is Vijay Singla. He
was the health minister.”

Mann said that Singla
was allegedly involved in
wrongdoings in his depart-
ment and he has also ad-
mitted to the same.

Asserting that the AAP
government has zero-toler-
ance towards corruption,
Mann pointed out that
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal had also
removed his food and sup-
plies minister in 2015 and
handed over the case to
the CBI. “I will not toler-
ate corruption of a single
rupee. We want to turn
Punjab into a corruption-
free state,” Mann assert-

ed. The Punjab chief min-
ister said some parties
will now point out that
one of the AAP ministers
was found involved in cor-
ruption within just two
months, but then, “it is I
who is taking action”.

Vijay Singla, 52, was
elected MLA from the
Mansa seat. He had de-
feated Punjabi singer and
Congress candidate
Shubhdeep Singh Sidhu,
also called Sidhu
Moosewala. Singla is a
dental surgeon.

The Aam Aadmi Party
had bagged 92 of the 117
seats in Punjab, decimat-
ing the Congress, the
Shiromani Akali Dal-
Bahujan Samaj Party
combine, and the BJP-
Punjab Lok Congress-
SAD (Sanyukt) alliance in
the 2022 state assembly
polls.

Punjab health minister sacked over
corruption charges, arrested

Srinagar, May 24 (PTI):

The protest by Kashmiri
Pandit employees over the
killing of their colleague
Rahul Bhat entered 13th
day on Tuesday as the pro-
testors did not resume du-
ties even after assurances
given by Jammu and
Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
during his visit to
Sheikhpura migrant
camp. The employees con-
tinued their protest saying
they won’t resume duties
till their demand for relo-
cation outside Kashmir is
met.

Shouting slogans
against district adminis-
tration, the protestors
raised slogans like “we
want justice”.

Sinha on Monday visit-
ed the Sheikhpora mi-
grant camp where
Kashmiri Pandit employ-
ees have been protesting
the killing of Rahul Bhat,
and assured them that
their problems will be ad-
dressed honestly.

Bhat (35), who had got
the job of a clerk under the
special employment pack-
age for migrants in 2010-
11, was shot dead by
Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorists
at his office in the
Chadoora area of central
Kashmir’s Budgam dis-
trict on May 12.

Sinha, during his inter-
action with protesting em-
ployees, admitted he was
late in visiting the camp.

Referring to the demand
for providing a govern-

ment job to Bhat’s wife, the
LG said her qualifications
will be checked and what-
ever is feasible will be pro-
vided.

Sinha told the protest-
ing employees that the
pain he felt over Bhat’s
killing was no less than
what they felt.

There is nothing more
unfortunate for the head of
an administration than
the killing of a govern-
ment employee, he added.

Sinha expressed hope
that the employees “will
soon feel that many things
have been done”.

“I want to assure you
that I will honestly try that
there is a redressal of your
issues and that you live
with your families at
ease,” he LG said.

Bhat’s killing: Kashmiri Pandit employees
continue protest despite assurances by LG

Bengaluru, May 24 (PTI):

The Karnataka High
Court has directed the
state government to con-
stitute a permanent med-
ical board to ensure trans-
parency in recruitment to
government jobs made
through Karnataka Public
Service Commission
(KPSC). The Court has
said genuine candidates
should not be deprived
and justice should be done
in all fairness. This would
require not giving a free
hand to the KPSC to
choose its own medical
board and experts during
recruitment, it said. The
direction came in a judge-
ment in which the Court
found a medical certificate
issued by Dr G
Nandakumar of Bowring

and Lady Curzon Hospital
falsely mentioning that a
candidate was colour-
blind and half a centime-
tre shorter than the re-
quired height.

The candidature of
Shivananje Gowda B N, for
the post of Motor Vehicle
Inspector was rejected by
the KPSC based on this
certificate issued on July
16, 2021. Gowda ap-
proached the Karnataka
State Administrative
Tribunal which also up-
held the KPSC’s stand.

The candidate then ap-
proached the HC where
the division bench of
Justice B Veerappa and
Justice B Rachaiah heard
his petition.

On April 18, 2022, the HC
directed a physical test to
be conducted at Minto

Ophthalmic Hospital to as-
certain the facts about
Gowda’s physical status.

The report submitted to
the court revealed that he
did not suffer from colour-
blindness and qualified for
the post of Motor Vehicle
Inspector.

Unfortunately, on the
basis of wrong assessment
made by the Medical
Board, Bowring Hospital,
his candidature was reject-
ed, the court observed in
its recent judgement.

The HC quashed the re-
jection of his candidature
and directed KPSC to re-
consider the claim of the
petitioner for the post of
Motor Vehicle Inspector as
he has fulfilled the eligibil-
ity of minimum physical
standard test under the
rules.

HC directs Karnataka govt to constitute
permanent Medical Board

Kolkata, May 24 (PTI):

Trinamool Congress
leader Anubrata Mondal
has told the CBI that he
would not be able to ap-
pear before sleuths of the
central agency on
Tuesday in connection
with its probe into al-
leged post-poll violence
in West Bengal, an offi-
cial said.

Mondal, the TMC’s
Birbhum district presi-
dent, said he has been ad-
vised by doctors to take
“full rest” for the next
couple of weeks for
health reasons.

The CBI, had on
Monday, sent a summon
to Mondal to appear be-
fore its officials for ques-
tioning in connection

with the ongoing probe
into the post-poll vio-
lence case.

“Mondal has commu-
nicated to us that he
would not be able to come
to our office on Tuesday
at 1 pm because of his ill
health and he would take
rest as per the doctor’s

advice,” the officer said.
Mondal had on May 21

returned to his home-
town Bolpur in Birbhum
district after a stay of
around one-and-half
months in the city where
he had arrived to appear
before the Central
Bureau of Investigation
for questioning in anoth-
er case on cattle smug-
gling.

During his stay, he was
admitted to the state-run
SSKM hospital for over a
fortnight ahead of ap-
pearing before the CBI.

Meanwhile, the central
agency, in connection
with another case related
to irregularities in ap-
pointments by the SSC,
disconnected the inter-
net connection of the

School Service
Commission office here
in order to prevent any
attempts to hack the com-
mission’s server, another
official said.

“For the time being, no
one can enter the SSC
building except the chair-
man, advisor to the chair-
man, stenographer, sec-
retary, and assistant sec-
retary.

We have also sealed the
server and database
room. Today, we have de-
cided to disconnect the
Internet connection of
that server room so that
no one from outside can
hack it,” he said.

The CBI also sealed at
least 14 computers, and
eight cupboards in the
server room.

Bengal post-poll violence: TMC leader Anubrata
cites ill-health, to skip CBI questioning

Panaji, May 24 (PTI):

Goa Public Works
Department Minister
Nilesh Cabral on
Tuesday said he would
request Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant to hand
over to his department
various government
buildings which are in
need of maintenance.
Cabral told PTI that the
condition of several gov-
ernment buildings was
deteriorating and they
required urgent atten-
tion.

“These buildings were
constructed by the Goa
State Infrastructure
D e v e l o p m e n t
Corporation (GISDC) but
were never handed over
to the PWD,” he said. The

GSIDC is a special pur-
pose vehicle (SPV) creat-
ed by the Goa govern-
ment to take up infra-
structure projects in the
state.

Cabral said he would
write a letter to CM
Sawant, urging him to
hand over all such gov-
ernment buildings to the
PWD for maintenance.

The minister said he
would also request the
chief minister to make
budgetary provisions for
the maintenance of such
buildings.

To a question on PWD
recruitments stalled ear-
lier this year following
allegations of corrup-
tion, Cabral said the
state government has al-
ready constituted a com-

mittee to inquire into the
allegations.

“I will wait for the in-
quiry committee’s report
before deciding on the
fate of those jobs,” the
minister said, adding
that he would move a file
to the CM for filling 100
posts on a contractual
basis.

The chief minister
had halted the recruit-
ment process following
allegations of bribery
last year against the then
PWD Minister Deepak
Pauskar for filling posts
in the department.

Cabral said the Goa
government’s Staff
Selection Commission
would recruit people on
vacant posts on a con-
tractual basis.

New Delhi, May 24 (PTI):

The National Health
Authority (NHA) under its
flagship Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission
scheme has launched a re-
vamped Ayushman
Bharat Health Account
mobile application, ac-
cording to a statement is-
sued on Tuesday.

The Ayushman Bharat
Health Account (ABHA)
app, previously known as
NDHM Health Records
app, which is available on
Google Play Store, already
has over 4 lakh downloads,
it said.

The updated version of
the ABHA app has a new
user interface and added
functionalities that enable
individuals to access their
health records anytime
and anywhere, the NHA

statement said.
The ABHA mobile appli-

cation enables an individ-
ual to create an easy to re-
member username that
can be linked with the 14-
digit randomly generated
ABHA number.

It also enables the users
to link their health records
created at Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission
(ABDM) compliant health
facility and view them on
their smartphones, the
statement said.

The app also allows
users to upload their
health records, such as di-
agnostic reports, prescrip-
tions, and CoWIN vaccina-
tion certificates, to the
ABDM-compliant health
lockers and share those
through the network.

Additionally, ABHA mo-
bile application has new

functionalities that allow
one to edit a profile, and
link and unlink ABHA
number with ABHA ad-
dress.

Other functionalities
such as login via face au-
thentication, fingerprint,
biometric and the ability
to scan a QR code at the
counter of an ABDM-com-
pliant facility for express
registration shall be re-
leased soon, the statement
said.

Elaborating on the app,
Dr R S Sharma, CEO, of
NHA said, “The ABHA
app will be instrumental
in helping citizens to cre-
ate their longitudinal
health records. They can
access their health records
with the help of their
ABHA address in seconds
which will empower them
in many ways.”

NHA launches revamped Ayushman
Bharat Health Account mobile app

One held over ‘provocative

sloganeering’ 

in PFI rally in Kerala
AAllaappppuuzzhhaa((KKeerr)),,  MMaayy  2244  ((PPTTII)):: One
person was apprehended on Tuesday
by the police in connection with a case
relating to alleged provocative slogans
raised by a minor boy during a march
organised by the Popular Front of India
(PFI) in coastal Alappuzha, a purport-
ed video of which had gone viral.

PFI Alappuzha district secretary
Mujeeb, its secretary Navas and other
identifiable persons have been named
in the FIR. “As of now, we have taken
one person into custody. We are ques-
tioning him. Further action will fol-
low,” the police told PTI. In the FIR,
based on a complaint filed by
Vijayakumar P K, police have included
various sections of the Indian Penal
Code and the Kerala Police Act.
Section 153-A (Promoting enmity
between different groups on grounds
of religion), 295-A (Deliberate and
malicious acts, intended to outrage
religious feelings of any class), 505 (1)
(b) (act against the public tranquility),
505 (1) (c), 505 (2), 506(criminal intim-
idation) of the IPC and 120 (o) of KP
Act are included in the FIR.

All govt buildings in Goa should be handed

over to PWD for maintenance: Minister
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RESCUE WORK

Iranians rescuers scour the rubble at the site where a ten-storey building collapsed,
as rescue operations continue in the southwestern city of Abadan. At least six people
died and dozens were injured or missing under rubble after an unfinished high-rise
building collapsed in southwestern Iran, officials said.

BRIEF

4 teens shot dead 
Washington: Four
teenagers were shot
dead within hours of
each other in a small
South Carolina city
over the weekend,
prompting the area
high school to switch
to virtual learning
while officers stepped
up patrols, authori-
ties said. No arrests
have been made in
the shooting early
Sunday in Newberry
that killed a 16-year-
old and in the deaths
of three teens in a
shooting that after-
noon about a block
away in the city of
10,200 people,
Newberry Police
Chief Chief Kevin
Goodman said. All
the victims are some-
how connected. They
knew each other.

Civilians killed 
United Nations:
Spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said Monday
that U.N. staff on the
ground remain con-
cerned about the im-
pact on civilians by the
reported fierce fight-
ing in eastern
Luhansk, Donetsk and
Kharkiv regions. He
said people are being
killed or injured.
Homes, civilian infra-
structure and residen-
tial buildings have
been damaged or de-
stroyed.

Drone kills three
Cairo: Yemen’s
Houthi rebels said
Monday that three
people were killed in
the country’s capital
when a drone aircraft
crashed in a neigh-
borhood after being
shot down. In a state-
ment, the Houthis
said that their air de-
fense system downed
the surveillance
drone and that it be-
longed to the Saudi-
led coalition with
which they are at
war. The Houthi
claims could not be
immediately verified.
A spokesman for the
coalition did not im-
mediately respond to
a request for com-
ment.

Colombo, May 24 (PTI):

The Sri Lankan Cabinet
has approved seeking a 500
million dollar loan from
the Exim Bank of India for
the purchase of petroleum
products amid a severe for-
eign exchange crisis in the
island nation.

Sri Lanka has been
mulling different options
to facilitate measures to
prevent fuel pumps from
going dry, as the country
faces a severe foreign ex-
change crisis to pay for its
imports. The country is
grappling with an un-
precedented economic tur-
moil, the worst since its in-
dependence from Britain
in 1948. It is struggling
with a shortage of almost

all essentials, due to the
lack of dollars to pay for
the imports.

At the Cabinet meeting
held on Monday, a propos-
al was approved to seek an
Indian Exim Bank loan to
purchase fuel, Energy
Minister Kanchana
Wijesekera said on
Tuesday. In the present
economic conditions pre-
vailing approval was
granted for the proposal
by the power and energy
minister to seek a 500 mil-
lion dollar loan from the
Indian Exim Bank for the
purchase of petroleum
products, a Cabinet note
said. Sri Lanka had al-
ready received 500 million
dollars from the Exim
Bank of India and another

200 million from the State
Bank of India for oil pur-
chases, Wijesekara said.

From June, Sri Lanka is
estimated to need 530 mil-
lion US dollars for fuel im-
ports in the current forex
crisis. Crisis-hit Sri Lanka
on Tuesday and also
raised the petrol price by
24.3 per cent and diesel by
38.4 per cent, a record hike
in fuel prices amidst the
country’s worst economic
crisis due to the shortage
of foreign exchange re-
serves. On Monday, India
said it has delivered
around 40,000 metric
tonnes of petrol to Sri
Lanka, days after supply-
ing 40,000 metric tonnes of
diesel under the Indian
credit line to help ease the

acute fuel shortage. India
extended an additional
USD 500 million credit line
to Sri Lanka last month to
help the neighbouring
country import fuel as it
has been struggling to pay
for imports after its for-
eign exchange reserves
plummeted sharply in re-
cent times, causing a de-
valuation of its currency
and spiralling inflation.
The economic crisis has
also triggered a political
crisis in Sri Lanka and a
demand for the resigna-
tion of President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa. The
crisis has already forced
prime minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, the elder broth-
er of the president, to re-
sign on May 9.

Sri Lanka seeks USD 500-million loan
from India for fuel purchases

Beijing, May 24 (PTI):

As US President Joe
Biden launched a new
trade deal with 12 Indo-
Pacific nations, including
India, to enhance trade,
economic and investment
opportunities, China,
which sees the pact as a
threat to its dominance in
the region, went on the of-
fensive against it, promis-
ing more opening up,
while the official media
here termed it as econom-
ic NATO.

On the eve of the Quad
summit in Tokyo, Biden
on Monday launched the
ambitious Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for
Prosperity (IPEF), which
is an initiative aimed at
deeper cooperation among
like-minded countries in
areas such as clean energy,

supply-chain resilience
and digital trade.

The IPEF is expected to
send across a signal that
the US is focused on push-
ing forward a strong eco-
nomic policy for the re-
gion to counter China’s ag-
gressive strategy on trade
in the region. The coun-
tries joining at the launch
of the US-led initiative are
Australia, Brunei
Darussalam, India,
Indonesia, Japan,
Republic of Korea,
Malaysia, New Zealand,
the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, and
Vietnam.

The US-led trade deal
has already caused con-
sternation in Beijing as its
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
on the same day offered
more higher cooperation
to the Indo-Pacific region

with better Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) projects
and investments.

Addressing the
Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP)
through a video link
around the same time the
IPEF was launched on
Monday, Wang said the
Asia-Pacific region is
where China lives and
thrives .

China will continue to
focus on the Asia-Pacific
for its benefit and make
greater contributions to
its lasting peace and sus-
tainable development with
concrete actions,” he said.

Without naming IPEF,
Wang said Beijing will ad-
vance China’s accession to
the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific

Partnership and the
Digital Economy
Partnership Agreement to
counter the new trade and
economic initiative of the
Quad alliance.

He said Beijing will
strengthen dialogue and
cooperation” with other
Asia-Pacific countries to
implement the Global
Security Initiative (GSI),
widely seen as Beijing’s
initiative to counter the
Quad alliance, which com-
prises India, the US, Japan
and Australia.

He reiterated his criti-
cism against Quad, saying
the region should
unswervingly safeguard
peace and stability and un-
equivocally reject any at-
tempt to introduce mili-
tary blocs and bloc con-
frontation into the Asia-
Pacific region.

China goes on offensive against IPEF, projects
it as ‘economic NATO’ to blunt its dominance

Beijing, May 24 (AP):

China’s foreign minister
met with the UN’s top
human rights official on
her visit to the country and
shared with her that China
opposes politicising human
rights and imposing double
standards, its foreign min-
istry said. Foreign Minister
Wang Yi met Michelle
Bachelet in the southern
city of Guangzhou on
Monday as she started a
trip that is the first to
China by a UN high com-
missioner for human rights
since 2005.

Her six-day, fact-finding
visit is focused on allega-
tions of abuses against
Muslim minorities in the
northwestern region of
Xinjiang, but rights groups
fear her visit will help
whitewash the abuses.

China locked up an esti-
mated million or more
members of Uyghur,
Kazakh and other Muslim
minorities in what critics
describe as a campaign to
obliterate their distinct cul-
tural identities. China says
it has nothing to hide and
welcomes all those without
political bias to visit
Xinjiang and view what it
describes as a successful
campaign to fight terror-
ism and restore order and
ethnic cohesion. From
Guangzhou, Bachelet will
travel to Kashgar, once a
stop on the Silk Road, and
Urumqi, the Xinjiang capi-
tal. The UN and China
barred foreign media from
accompanying Bachelet,
and it’s unclear who she
will meet and how much ac-
cess she will be granted
throughout her visit. The

UN quoted Bachelet as
telling Wang that she was
looking forward to ex-
changes with many differ-
ent people during my visit,
particularly with govern-
ment officials, business
leaders, academics, stu-
dents and members of the
civil society working on
human rights and other so-
cial and economic issues.
While we will be discussing
sensitive and important is-
sues, I hope this will help
us to build confidence and
enable us to work together
in advancing human rights
in China and globally,
Bachelet was quoted as say-
ing.

Wang noted that to ad-
vance the international
cause of human rights, we
must first, respect each
other and refrain from
politicising human rights.”

Wang meets top UN rights official
as she opens Xinjiang trip

Baghdad, May 24 (AP):

A sandstorm blanketed
parts of the Middle East
on Monday, including Iraq,
Syria and Iran, sending
people to hospitals and dis-
rupting flights in some

places.
It was the latest in a se-

ries of unprecedented
nearly back-to-back sand-
storms this year that have
bewildered residents and
raised alarm among ex-
perts and officials, who

blame climate change
and poor governmental
regulations.

From Riyadh to
Tehran, bright orange
skies and a thick veil of
grit signaled yet another
stormy day Monday.
Sandstorms are typical
in late spring and sum-
mer, spurred by seasonal
winds. But this year they
have occurred nearly
every week in Iraq since
March. Iraqi authorities
declared the day a na-
tional holiday, urging
government workers and
residents to stay home in
anticipation of the 10th
storm to hit the country
in the last two months.
The Health Ministry
stockpiled cannisters of
oxygen at facilities in
hard-hit areas, according
to a statement.

More hardship as new sandstorm
engulfs parts of Middle East Washington, May 24 (AP):

Facebook parent Meta
said it will start publicly pro-
viding more details about
how advertisers target peo-
ple with political ads just
months ahead of the U.S.
midterm elections.

The announcement fol-
lows years of criticism that
the social media platforms
withhold too much informa-
tion about how campaigns,

special interest groups and
politicians use the platform
to target small pockets of
people with polarizing, divi-
sive or misleading messages.

Meta, which also owns
Instagram, said it will start
releasing details in July
about the demographics and
interests of audiences who
are targeted with ads that
run on its two primary so-
cial networks.

The company will also

share how much advertisers
spent in an effort to target
people in certain states. By
making advertiser targeting
criteria available for analy-
sis and reporting on ads run
about social issues, elections
and politics, we hope to help
people better understand the
practices used to reach po-
tential voters on our tech-
nologies, Jeff King wrote in
a statement posted to Meta’s
website.

Facebook, Instagram to reveal more on how ads target users

In the past week we have
moved closer to answering
these questions, with an ar-
ticle published in BMJ
Global Health, which found
dogs could detect COVID al-
most as well as PCR tests,
in some circumstances.

What did the
researchers test?

This article reported the
results of two studies. In
both studies, four dogs
were tested to see how well
they detected COVID from
skin swabs taken from peo-
ple with or without COVID
(according to the gold-stan-
dard test, PCR).

These dogs didn't  just
come off the streets; they
had already had a signifi-
cant amount of training in
sniffing out drugs, danger-
ous goods or cancer.

The first study
In the first study, the re-

searchers looked at
whether the dogs could
identify COVID in the skin
swabs of 420 volunteers,
114 of whom had tested pos-
itive to COVID by PCR.

The study was rigorous,
with various precautions
against the results being
compromised. This includ-
ed an elaborate study pro-
tocol that involved a num-
ber of separate assistants

and a dog handler. None of
them knew whether the
sample was from someone
with COVID, so they could
not influence the outcome,
intentionally or uninten-
tionally.

The dogs detected COVID
with a sensitivity of 92%
(which refers to their abili-
ty to correctly identify
those with infection) and a
specificity of 91% (their
ability to correctly identify
those without infection).

Although there was some
variation between dogs,
they all performed excep-
tionally well. There are no
significant disclaimers
here, this was a great re-
sult.

The second study The
second study was impor-
tant as its goal was to see
how well the dogs could do
in the messiness of the real
world. This real-life trial
involved the dogs sniffing
303 incoming passengers at
H e l s i n k i - V a n t a a
Inter national Airport in
Finland. Each passenger
also took a PCR test.

The dogs matched the
PCR results in 296 out of
303 (98%) of the samples
and they correctly identi-
fied the swabs as negative
in 296 out of 300 (99%) sam-

ples. The important consid-
eration in interpreting this
result is this happened dur-
ing airport screening, a sit-
uation where you wouldn't
expect many people to test
positive.

In this type of low-preva-
lence environment, you
want dogs to be able to
screen passengers with a
high negative predictive
value .

That is, you want the
dogs to be able to identify
people who are not carry-
ing the virus to differenti-
ate them from those who
may be carrying it. Then
you would carry out confir-
matory PCR testing on that
last group.

In an environment where
the prevalence of COVID is
around 1%, such as an air-
port, the researchers esti-
mated the negative predic-
tive value for dogs screen-
ing for COVID to be 99.9%.
That is, the dogs would be
expected to correctly ex-
clude 99.9% of passengers
as having COVID. This is
another fantastic result.

Low tech and instant
In a world where we rely

on expensive technological
solutions, there is some-
thing reassuring about
finding a low-tech option

for screening COVID.
Importantly, however, the
study highlights dogs are
quick to train for this task
and are ideal for screening
in high-throughput set-
tings, such as airports,
given how accurate they
are and the fact they give
instant results.

Although nothing should
surprise us about our clos-
est friend, another incredi-
ble outcome from this
study was the suggestion
the dogs may have been
able to distinguish be-
tween the variants of
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that
causes COVID.

While other possible ex-
planations cannot be ex-
cluded, the performance of
the dogs seemed to drop
with the emergence of the
Alpha variant.

This was attributed to
the dogs being able to iden-
tify a dif ference between
this variant and the wild-
type virus on which they
were originally trained.

These studies confir m
nothing could be further
from the truth when we
say you can't teach an old
dog new tricks.

Writer is  Associate
Professor, Epidemiology,
Deakin University.
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India needs to
show its prowess

to Quad

II ndia had already shown its
determination and strength by

importing oil from Russia and also
making payment in Rupee-Rooble
as required and this act of India was
opposed by many countries but
India maintained its neutrality.Quad
is a diplomatic network of four
countries Australia, India, Japan
and USA and it will be the first sum-
mit in May 24 meeting of leaders
face to face since the outbreak of
the Ukraine war,Sri Lanka plunging
into economic crises, Australia vot-
ing for new PM etc. The world order
in the Indo-Pacific region is rapidly
changing and in these circum-
stances, it is important for these
four countries to meet and commit
to support an open, inclusive and
resilient region.PM Modi will get
the chance to have separate one to
one meeting with all the other three
Head of states Chinese comments
made on holding on QUAD are not
appreciable and  termed the Quad
grouping as “steeped in the obso-
lete Cold War and zero sum mental-
ity and reeks of military confronta-
tion” adding that “It runs counter to
the trend of the times and is
doomed to be rejected.”
The two leaders Narendra Modi and
Anthony Albanese are likely to
'review India-Australia comprehen-
sive strategic partnership' amongst
other things in their probable meet-
ing. The two leaders will review the
India-Australia comprehensive
strategic partnership and exchange
views on regional and global devel-
opments of mutual interest. The last
bilateral meeting was held with
Australian Prime Minister virtually
in March this year. Countries like
Japan, Australia, India and USA
(Quad) share fundamental values
and are committed to strengthening
a free and open international order
based on the rule of law. The four
countries have been promoting
practical cooperation in various
fields, including vaccines, infra-
structure, climate change, and crit-
ical and emerging technologies, to
realise a “Free and Open Indo-
Pacific (FOIP).” The four countries
have also concurred on the impor-
tance of making positive contribu-
tion to the region and the meetings
are being held regularly since
November 2017. Last time when all
these Quad member countries met
was on a virtual platform at the
March 12 Summit in 2021 and dis-
cussed development, cooperation
on the Indo-Pacific, vaccines, tech-
nology, climate change, and supply
chain management. Following
which the leaders also released a
joint statement that has come to be
known as ‘The Spirit of the Quad’. .
The joint statement by no means
indicated that the Quad is a military
coalition but then it highlighted its
core agenda to make the Indo-
Pacific an inclusive, free, and open
region, in which the rule of law is
upheld. For India bilateral relations
with ‘like-minded’ and ‘friendly’
nations with the backdrop of the
Quad can be strengthened further
through information sharing agree-
ments, arms exchange agreements,
defence ties, and much more. Also,
economically, India has an opportu-
nity to showcase a preferred desti-
nation for investment, especially
after the COVID-19 outbreak and
India’s surge in the pharmaceutical
industry and its potential to boost
its pharmaceutical prowess and to
assert its leadership in the post-
pandemic India will be a great ben-
eficiary of this summit in various
fields of cooperation among the
four countries.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,    JJaallaannddhhaarr  

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii
@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp

TN’s very knowledgeable
and combative finance

min @ptrmadurai defends
his state’s decision not to
slash fuel taxes. Listening
to him, you wonder: why
doesn’t the oppn have a
‘shadow cabinet’ of their

best voices? 

AAsshhookk  GGeehhlloott@@aasshhookkggeehhlloott5511
Paying tributes to former

Rajasthan PCC President Padma
Shri Laxmi Kumari Chundawat ji

on her death anniversary. Her
contribution to Rajasthani litera-

ture and service to the people
would always be remembered.

SSaammbbiitt  PPaattrraa@@ssaammbbiittsswwaarraajj
Held a meeting with the

karyakatas of Lathipada GP,
Nayagarh A/C, along with the for-

mer Nayagarh MLA candidate
Smt. Irani Ray Ji and discussed
the strengthening of  organiza-

tional structure at grassroot level.

RRaahhuull  GGaannddhhii
@@RRaahhuullGGaannddhhii

India’s 10-lakh strong 
all-women ASHA workers

are our pride. WHO’s award
recognises their selfless

service.This visionary 
initiative of UPA from 2005
is the lifeline of our health

infra.GOI must ensure better
wages and work conditions.

ASHA workers deserve 
a life of dignity.

Amit Malviya@amitmalviya
Leading the world… a picture is worth a thousand words.

AArriinnddaamm  BBaaggcchhii@@MMEEAAIInnddiiaa
Discussed ways to strengthen

cooperation in trade, investment,
technology, defence, P2P ties
between the two countries.
Concluded with substantive 

outcomes adding 
depth and momentum to the

bilateral partnership.

After the Babri mosque, Varanasi’s famous Gyanvapi Masjid, situat-
ed near the iconic Kashi Vishwanath Temple, has come under the
scanner after a Varanasi's civil court ordered a detailed survey of
the disputed Gyanvapi complex following several petitions that
Hindu deities and objects were present inside the mosque. The con-
troversy over the Gyanvapi mosque in Varanasi is a big test for the
Indian judicial system. The legal process that has been set in motion
by a lower court in Varanasi and upheld by no less than the
Allahabad High Court last month contravenes the terms of the
Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991, that was passed
under the P V Narasimha Rao government. The purpose of this Act,
passed in the high tide of the Ram Mandir movement, was to main-
tain the religious nature of a place of worship as it stood on August
15, 1947. The Act bars conversion of a place of worship, preserves
its religious character as it existed at Independence, and by SC’s
2019 interpretation in the Ayodhya judgment, it places “a bar on the
institution of fresh suits or legal proceedings”. The court-appointed
Commission to conduct a video graphics survey of the Kashi
Vishwanath temple-Gyanvapi Mosque complex in its report said the
members saw Hindu symbols like lotus, 'swastika', 'Trishul' (tri-
dent), and bell shapes in the building. The Supreme Court’s decision
to shift the Gyanvapi suit from a civil judge to the Varanasi district
judge, who the court said is “senior and experienced”, prolongs a
matter the apex court could have ended. Having accepted the spe-
cial leave petition against the Varanasi court ordering a survey, the
SC should have used its discretionary powers under Article 136 to
enforce the 1991 Act, which it praised fulsomely in the Ayodhya
judgment. The district judge will decide first on the Muslim side’s
plea for rejecting the plaint under Order 7, Rule 11 of the Civil
Procedure Code. Last September too, the SC had said that when a
suit is barred by law, reliefs sought under it cannot be granted and
the plaint is liable to be rejected to “put an end to the sham litiga-
tion so that no more judicial time is wasted”. In this case, the 1991
law minces no words in its statement of object and reasons – it says
that in view of “controversies arising from time to time on conver-
sion of places of worship” the Act seeks to “foreclose any contro-
versy”. Equally worrisome is SC’s oral observation that the 1991 Act
only bars change in religious character but not ascertainment of
religious character. Several claims and counter-claims prevail
regarding the historicity and sequence of events pertaining to the
original temple site, but without attestation of historical scholar-
ship. The Kashi Vishwanath Temple-Gyanvapi Mosque dispute was
raised by the BJP, the VHP, and the RSS during the campaign for
construction of Ram temple in Ayodhya along with the
Krishanjanma Bhoomi-Shahi Idgah Masjid in Mathura. They claimed
that all the three mosques were built after demolishing Hindu tem-
ples. Such disputes should not be allowed to fester as not only is
judicial time being wasted by such litigations, public order and rule
of law are at risk.

Gyanvapi mosque case: 
A festering dispute

In 1998 that is 24 years back on 11th May India carried out first
nuclear weapon test under the Vajpayee government. The event
was celebrated with fanfare; public was jubilant over that India has
now become a power to reckon with. Those who termed the event
as a step towards mutually assured destruction were ridiculed. But
just after 17 days on 28th May Pakistan too did the same. Observers
felt that Pakistan has become at par with India in nuclear weapons
race. Mood of the supporters of nuclear weapons in the country got
subdued. Some experts argued that India who had superiority over
Pakistan in conventional warfare has lost that since both countries
have become nuclear armed. Exact figure unknown but there are
estimates that both have 100 plus nuclear weapons each.  The
nuclear lobby argued that these weapons will serve as deterrent to
war between the two countries who have been having perpetual
tension since long. This hypothesis however was proved wrong as in
about a year there was war between India and Pakistan at Kargil
front in 1999.  Terrorism from across the border continues unabat-
ed. There was terrorist attack on the Indian Parliament after which
armies of the two countries were face to face on high alert with fear
of use of nuclear weapons looming large. Possession of nuclear
weapons has not deterred standoff between India and China either.
There were skirmishes between the two at Galwan in June 2020.
Now the nuclear lobby is actively propagating that if Ukraine had
nuclear weapons, Russia would have not attacked.   South Asia
comprises of eight nations: India, Pakistan, Bhutan, Nepal,
Bangladesh, Afghanistan and the island nations Sri Lanka and the
Maldives. Although South Asia occupies only 3.4% of the world’s
land area, the region is home to approximately 24% of the world’s
population, making it the most densely populated place on earth.
Despite being rich in natural resources, it is among the poorest
regions of the world in terms of per capita income, with 40% of the
world’s poor living here. Still countries of the region especially India
and Pakistan spend lot on arms race.  Expenditure on nuclear
weapons adds to their defence budget. As a result the countries of
the region are left with little to spend on health, education and
development.   Arms race in the region on the rise. With the ambi-
tion to become arms exporter India has already signed a $375 mil-
lion agreement with Philippines to supply supersonic shore-based
anti-ship BrahMos missile system with a range of 290 km developed
jointly with Russia. Reports are that more such agreements are like-
ly to be signed with Vietnam and Indonesia. With China acquiring
advanced weapons system India has the excuse to manufacture and
export arms. After China made its first nuclear bomb in 1964, there
was lot of pressure on India to build nuclear weapons.    The peace
movements have multifaceted tasks ahead. They have to build
strong public opinion for disarmament. Medical peace activists
have to explain how the arms race is affecting our health adverse-
ly. The message of the study by Dr. Ira Helfand, Co-President
IPPNW on climatic consequences of limited nuclear war using 100
Hiroshima sized atomic bombs between India and Pakistan, which
would put over two billion people at risk, has to be taken down to
the masses as well as the decision makers.   Steps need to be taken
for a lasting peace and nuclear disarmament in the region.
Structural drivers for war have to be identified and peace activities
have to be designed accordingly. India has been the harbinger of
the non-aligned movement, which was initiated by the first Prime
Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru along with Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia
and Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt. The basic thrust of this move-
ment has been non alignment from any blocks, based on the princi-
ple of respect to sovereignty and integrity of other nations. India
also proposed the Rajiv Gandhi action plan for nuclear disarmament
in 1988.      

South Asia should be a
nuclear weapons free zone
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of Japan Fumio Kishida, U.S. President Joe Biden and Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese launch the Quad Fellowship, during the Quad Leaders’ Summit at Kantei Palace, in Tokyo, Tuesday.

Can sniffer dogs really detect 
COVID almost as well as a PCR test? 

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa@@hhvvggooeennkkaa
If you expect that the world
will be fair with you because
you are nice, you are fooling

yourself. That’s like expecting
the lion not to eat you because

you didn’t eat him.

QUAD LEADERS SUMMIT

HASSAN VALLY Dogs have an exceptional sense of smell. We take advantage of this ability in many

ways, including by training them to find illicit drugs, dangerous goods and even people.

In recent years, a dog's sense of smell has also been used in the medical field. These re-

markable animals can be trained to sniff out cancer, diabetes, and extraordinarily, epilep-

tic seizures before they occur.Early in the pandemic the possibility of using dogs to sniff

out COVID was explored in a few countries. And although the results of these early trials

surpassed most people's expectations, many questions remained. These included how well

these findings would stand up to more rigorous scientific scrutiny and how well dogs

would perform outside the artificial environment of the research laboratory.
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Spiritual products

Kolkata: The NR
Group, owner of in-
cense stick brand
Cycle, on Tuesday said
it will foray into the
unorganised spiritual
products market
which is estimated to
be Rs 30,000 crore. The
world's largest manu-
facturer of incense
sticks also said that
the Agarbathi indus-
try will be largely out
of import dependence
on raw materials in 7-
10 years. "We have or-
ganised the Agarbathi
market. Now we will
organise the spiritual
products market
which has a host of
small products used in
puja. The market is es-
timated to be Rs 30,000
crore and remains un-
organised, Cycle Pure
Agarbathi managing
director Arjun Ranga
said here. The compa-
ny has already started
creating back end for
the segment, he said.

Exports rises 
New Delhi: The coun-
try's exports rose by
21.1 per cent to USD
23.7 billion during
May 1-21, on account
of healthy growth in
various sectors, such
as petroleum prod-
ucts, engineering, and
electronic goods, an
official said. During
the second week of
this month (May 15-
21), the exports grew
by about 24 per cent to
USD 8.03 billion, the
official added.
Petroleum products,
engineering, and elec-
tronic goods' exports
during May 1-21 ex-
panded by 81.1 per
cent, about 17 per cent
and about 44 per cent,
respectively. The total
figure for May is likely
to be realised by the
commerce ministry in
June. In April, the ex-
ports rose by 30.7 per
cent to USD 40.19 bil-
lion. Imports during
the month grew by
30.97 per cent to USD
60.3 billion.

Pest control 

New Delhi: To ensure
chilli growers do not
incur losses due to
pest infestation again
this year, Telangana
agriculture minister S
Niranjan Reddy on
Tuesday asked the
Centre to make avail-
able effective pest con-
trol chemicals during
the coming kharif
season. Reddy, who
met Union agriculture
minister Narendra
Singh Tomar on this
issue at Krishi
Bhavan here, said
Telanagna is one of
the key red chilli
growing states in the
country. About 3.88
lakh acres was under
chilli cultivation in
2021-22 in the state.
However during the
last year, 80 per cent of
the chilli area was af-
fected due to infesta-
tion of black thrips,
which led to huge loss-
es for farmers, he said.
The Telangana minis-
ter informed Tomar
that farmers could not
control pest last year
despite repeated
sprays of chemicals
available in the mar-
ket and faced severe
losses.

New Delhi, May 24: 

Making a strong case for
promoting e-procurement,
CAG Girish Chandra
Murmu on Tuesday said it
has the potential to elimi-
nate avenues for corrup-
tion and rent-seeking in
public procurement. The
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG)
was speaking at the e-sem-
inar of INTOSAI Working
Group on IT Audit
(WGITA) on the topic
'Auditing e-procurement
systems', hosted virtually
by SAI India. "There is no
doubt that e-procurement
has potential to eliminate
avenues for corruption
and rent-seeking in public
procurement. E-procure-
ment with its promise of
transparency, is also a de-
terrent to collusion be-
tween officials and the

suppliers as a digital trail
for every transaction is
recorded," said Murmu, as
the Chair WGITA.
However, Supreme Audit
Institutions (SAIs) need to
remain vigilant as discre-
tion in many steps in the
procurement process con-
tinues, leaving scope for
corruption, he added.
Murmu informed the par-
ticipants that in India, e-
Procurement by govern-

ment is identified as a
Mission Mode Project
under the National E-
Governance Plan with the
objective to transform gov-
ernment /public sector
purchase activity from
labour-intensive paper
based activity to an effi-
cient e-procurement
process. The two major
public sector e-procure-
ment platforms in India
are the Government e-
Procurement System of
the National Informatics
Centre (GePNIC) and the
Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) portal.
The CAG said that goods
worth USD 13 billion were
procured through
Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) in the
last fiscal year. E-procure-
ment has replaced paper
tendering and manual pro-
curement in government.

Murmu emphasised that
auditors, as guardians of
public accountability, need
to acknowledge and absorb
the changes brought in by
massive digitalisation of
government work and, ac-
cordingly, evolve and mani-
fest dynamic guidelines
and methodologies in au-
dits. Audit, he said, is no
more a year-on-year per-
spective, peeping through a
tunnel, but is a process of
looking at investments
through binoculars into
the future. Thus, SAIs need
to build internal capacity
for robust IT security au-
dits to accurately identify
lapses in cyber security of
the governments' function-
alities, he added. The IN-
TOSAI Working Group on
IT Audit, has a member-
ship of about 63 Supreme
Audit Institutions (SAIs)
worldwide.

E-procurement eliminates
avenues for corruption: CAG

Davos, May 24: 

Pitching India as one of
the best investment desti-
nations globally, Union
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Tuesday asked global busi-
ness leaders at the World
Economic Forum Annual
Meeting to "come to India
and grow with India".
Goyal, who has been meet-
ing a host of global leaders
here since Saturday, reiter-
ated India's position as one
of the world's most pre-
ferred investment destina-
tions and told them about
the massive scope and
range of opportunities it
presents to investors glob-
ally. The Commerce and
Industry Minister, who ad-
dressed a breakfast ses-
sion on Tuesday morning,
said there was so much in-
terest in India among
those present here that he
was finding it hard to ad-
just his calendar, but was

trying to accommodate
everyone as all of them are
important and are keen to
make large investments.

On Monday evening, he
also met John Kerry and
discussed future tracks for
India-US Climate and
Clean Energy Agenda 2030
Partnership. In his meet-
ing with Deutsche Bank
chairman-elect Alexander
R Wynaendts, he discussed
how the financial institu-
tion can further comple-
ment the Indian govern-
ment's sustainable growth
agenda.

Goyal meets global leaders,
pitches India among best
investment destinationsNew Delhi, May 24: 

India's crude oil produc-
tion fell 1 per cent in April
after lower output from
fields operated by the pri-
vate sector wiped away
gains by state-owned firms
such as ONGC, official
data showed Tuesday.
India produced 2.47 mil-
lion tonnes of crude oil in
April, down from 2.5 mil-
lion tonnes in the same
month last year, according
to data released by the
Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas. Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) produced 1.65 mil-
lion tonnes of crude oil in
April, which was nearly 5
per cent more than the tar-
get set for it and 0.86 per
cent high than the 1.63 mil-
lion tonnes produced last
year. Oil India Ltd (OIL)
produced 3.6 per cent more
crude at 2,51,460 tonnes
but fields operated by the
private sector produced 7.5
per cent less crude oil at
5,67,570 tonnes.

Mumbai, May 24:  

British premium motor-
cycle brand Triumph on
Tuesday said it has
launched an all-new
Tiger 1200 adventure
motorcycle in four
variants, including
new long-range
Explorers, in the
country with a
price starting at
Rs 19,19 lakh (ex-
showroom pan-
India).

The all-new Tiger 1200
family includes both the
Pro variants -- GT Pro and
Rally Pro) and the long-
range variants -- GT
Explorer and Rally
Explorer, the company
said. With the addition of
the Tiger 1200 range,
Triumph now has the
strongest adventure mo-
torcycle portfolio among
premium manufacturers
in India, with nine motor-
cycles, it added. The Tiger
adventure range now com-
prises Sport 660, 850 Sport,
900 GT, 900 Rally, 900 Rally

Pro, 1200 GT Pro, 1200

Rally Pro, 1200 GT
Explorer and 1200 Rally
Explorer to suit every ad-
venture motorcyclist, tour-
er or an off-road enthusi-
ast, the company said. "We
are excited to introduce
the all-new Tiger 1200 fam-
ily to our diverse portfolio
of ultimate adventure mo-
torcycle range in India.
With the launch of the
biggest Tiger, we have fur-
ther strengthened our
presence in the category
while resetting the expec-
tations of our brand loyal-
ists and enthusiasts," said

Shoeb Farooq, Business
Head at Triumph
Motorcycles India.

Tiger 1200 is aimed at
taking the competition to

the next level and set-
ting new benchmarks
in the large capacity

adventure motorcy-
cles, he added.

Explorer variants of
the Tiger 1200 will add
even more adrenaline
to the riders, who like

to take on the unex-
plored trails and conquer

every part of the world,
Farooq said. "We had a
great financial year in
terms of sales attributed
to new launches and over-
all consolidation of the
brand. We are poised to re-
peat the same and look for-
ward to welcoming the big
adventure riders into the
exciting world of Triumph
Motorcycles," he added.
The motorcycle comes
with a class-leading 16,000
km or 12 months service
interval, making it easier
for the riders to own it,
Triumph said.

Triumph launches all-new Tiger 1200
adventure motorcycle in four variants

New Delhi, May 24:  

Former World Bank
chief economist Kaushik
Basu on Tuesday said that
even though the funda-
mentals of the Indian
economy are strong, the
rise in divisiveness and po-
larisation in the country is
damaging the 'founda-
tions' of the nation's
growth. Basu further said
India's big challenge is un-
employment and jobless-
ness as youth unemploy-
ment in India is over 24
per cent, which is among
the highest in the world.
"A nation's growth does
not depend on economic
policy alone. There is
mounting evidence that

trust among people is a big
determinant of a nation's
economic success," he told
PTI in an interview.

"The rise in divisiveness
and polarization in Indian
society is sad not just in it-
self but because it is dam-
aging the foundations of
the nation's growth," the
eminent economist added.
According to Basu, India
has strong fundamentals -

a large entrepreneurial
class, highly skilled work-
ers, and though it has been
falling over the last few
years, high investment to
GDP ratio.

Replying to a question
on high inflation, the emi-
nent economist said infla-
tion that India is witness-
ing is a global phenome-
non and it is caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic and
the war in Ukraine, and
the supply-chain bottle-
necks that arose because
of these factors. "Though
the cause of inflation is be-
yond India, what worries
me is we are not doing
enough to protect the poor
and the middle classes," he
noted.

New Delhi, May 24: 

South Korean consumer
electronics major LG is tar-
geting for a 32 per cent share
of the Indian TV market in
2022, with a gain of around 5
per cent to become the num-
ber one player in the seg-
ment, a top company official
said. The company is bank-
ing on its country-specific
product line-up with local
insights, expansion of retail
and after-sales network, as it
seeks to be the leading play-
er in the TV segment provid-
ing a quality viewing experi-
ence to its customers, LG
Electronics India Director-
Home Entertainment Hak
Hyun Kim told PTI.

"Our aspiration is to be
the number one TV brand.
We would have around 32
per cent market share when
we exit 2022," Hyun Kim
said in an interview here.
The Indian TV market is es-
timated to be at USD 4.6 bil-
lion (around Rs 35,700 crore
by value) and the South
Korean firm had close to 27
per cent market share in

2021, he added. LG is one of
the few brands which manu-
factures TV panels in India
with an R&D set-up to create
products based on local in-
sights.

"We understand the
Indian consumer much bet-
ter and it is helping us to im-
prove our market share year
on year," he said, adding,
"We are launching India in-
sight products which are
value for money." "The com-
pany is sensing exponential

growth in the extra-large
segment. It is growing be-
yond 1X and 2X," said Kim,
adding, "It is just 5 to 6 per
cent of the market but it is
growing exponentially."
After the Covid pandemic,
the TV viewing habits of
consumers have trans-
formed. People now want to
have a cinematic experience
at home with ultra-large
screens and the company is
witnessing those behaviour-
al changes, he said.

LG eyes leadership position with 32 pc
share of Indian TV market

Bollywood actor Shah Rukh Khan attends the launch event of LG
OLED TV, in New Delhi, Tuesday, May 24, 2022.

Mumbai, May 24: 

Equity indices failed to
hold on to morning gains
on Tuesday, with the
Sensex falling 236 points
amid a sell-off in IT stocks
and weak trends from
global markets. The 30-
share BSE benchmark
opened higher but could
not carry forward the mo-
mentum and declined 236
points or 0.43 per cent to
settle at 54,052.61. During
the day, it hit a low of
53,886.28 and a high of
54,524.37. The broader NSE
Nifty dropped 89.55 points
or 0.55 per cent to end at
16,125.15. In the Sensex
pack, Tech Mahindra,
Hindustan Unilever, HCL
Technologies, Asian
Paints, NTPC, Tata Steel,
Infosys, Axis Bank and
Bajaj Finserv were among
the biggest laggards. In
contrast, Dr Reddy's,
HDFC, PowerGrid, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, HDFC
Bank and Nestle were
among the major gainers.

Polarisation damaging foundations
of India’s growth: Kaushik Basu

Mumbai, May 24: 

Sociowash has been an
amazing place to work
since 2015 and it just got of-
ficial, as we are now Great
Place to Work-Certified in
India (from March ‘22 -
March ‘23). Before we cele-
brate this recognition,
here's something about
GPTW that you need to
know! Great Place To
Work is an award con-
ferred on organizations
that nurture a high-trust &
high-performance culture
in the workplace. This ac-
colade is yet another feath-
er added to Sociowash's
cap, which recognises
what we as an organiza-
tion believe in, that is,
building a work culture

that fosters an environ-
ment for everyone's
growth, above and beyond
the professional sphere.

Through its extensive
work with various organi-
zations and institutions,
Great Place to Work® has
concluded that trust
makes a workplace truly
great and Sociowash is
committed towards foster-
ing a trust-worthy envi-
ronment for any and
everyone associated with
us. “We, at Sociowash, be-
lieve in having a team-first
culture. It has always been
crucial for us to establish a
transparent and trustwor-
thy structure, inclusive of
everybody’s voice, where
people can approach, rea-
son and work together.

Sociowash certified
great place to work

Mumbai, May 24: 

State-run Bank of India
on Tuesday reported a
142.31 per cent rise in
standalone profit after tax
(PAT) at Rs 606 crore in the
quarter ended March 2022
on higher net interest in-
come (NII) and improve-
ment in asset quality. This
compares with a PAT of Rs
250 crore in the same peri-
od of the preceding fiscal.
For the full year 2021-22,
the lender reported a 57.60
per cent jump in net profit
at Rs 3,405 crore from Rs
2,160 crore in FY21.
Speaking to reporters, the
bank's Managing Director
and CEO A K Das said,
"Asset quality further im-
proved with reduction in
gross NPAs both amount

wise and percentage wise."
He said the bank's thrust
was on advances growth
rather than deposit
growth. It also laid empha-
sis on outreach campaigns
for business growth and
building bonds with the
customers in the previous
fiscal. Net Interest Income
(NII) increased by 35.77 per
cent to Rs 3,986 crore in Q4
FY22, from Rs 2,936 crore

in the same period of the
previous fiscal. Net
Interest Margin (NIM) im-
proved to 2.58 per cent
from 2.01 per cent.

Gross non-performing
assets (GNPAs) declined
by 19.33 per cent to Rs
45,605 crore in March 2022
from Rs 56,535 crore in
March 2021. GNPA ratio
declined to 9.98 per cent
from 13.77 per cent. Net
NPA ratio stood at 2.34 per
cent as against 3.35 per
cent.

Das said the gross NPA
is expected to be lower
than 8 per cent by March
2023. He further said the
bank's exposure to Future
Group is about Rs 1,045
crore and it has made 100
per cent provisions for the
account.

Bank of India Q4 net jumps 142 pc at Rs 606 cr
on higher NII, better asset quality

Mumbai, May 24: 

The rupee slipped by 4
paise to close at 77.59 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Tuesday,
weighed down by a nega-
tive trend in domestic eq-
uities and unabated for-
eign fund outflows. At the
interbank foreign ex-
change market, the rupee
opened lower at 77.56
against the greenback,
and finally settled at 77.59,
down 4 paise over its previ-
ous close. During the trad-
ing session, the rupee
touched an intra-day low
of 77.67 and a high of 77.51.
On Monday, the rupee re-
covered from record lows
and settled 15 paise higher
at 77.55 against the US cur-

rency. The dollar index,
which gauges the green-
back's strength against a
basket of six currencies,
was trading 0.07 per cent
lower at 102.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures fell
0.37 per cent to USD 113
per barrel.

Rupee slips 4 paise to close
at 77.59 against US dollar

New Delhi, May 24:  

Housing prices in-
creased by up to 11 per
cent annually across eight
major cities during
January-March period of
this year due to a rise in
demand for residential
properties and a sharp
hike in rates of construc-
tion raw materials, accord-
ing to a joint report by
CREDAI, Colliers and
Liases Foras.

Delhi-NCR witnessed
highest rise in housing
prices by 11 per cent to Rs
7,363 per sq ft during
January-March 2022 as
compared to the year-ago
period, as per the first
edition of Housing Price-
Tracker report by real-
tors body CREDAI, real
estate consultant Colliers

and data analytics firm
Liases Foras. Hyderabad
witnessed 9 per cent in-
crease in housing prices

to Rs 9,232 per square
feet, while Ahmedabad
saw a 8 per cent apprecia-
tion to Rs 5,721 per

square feet and Kolkata 6
per cent to Rs 6,245 per
square feet. Housing
prices in Bengaluru,
Chennai and Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
(MMR) rose by 1 per cent
each at Rs 7,595, Rs 7,107
and Rs 19,557 per square
feet, respectively.

In Pune, prices of resi-
dential properties went
up by 3 per cent to Rs
7,485 per square feet dur-
ing the first quarter of
this calendar year.

"A pick-up in housing
demand across most
cities and skyrocketing
prices of raw materials
for almost two years, led
to YoY increase in hous-
ing prices, surpassing
pre-COVID levels across
all eight metro cities," a
joint statement said.

Housing prices rise up to 11pc across 8 cities in Jan-Mar

Markets reverse
early gains in volatile

trade; Sensex falls
236 pts

India’s crude oil
production falls

1% in April

‘I believe in planning
my own diet’

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s histori-
cal show,

“Punyashlok Ahilyabai” is
based on the iconic story
of the legendary
Ahilyabai Holkar. The
show beautifully brings to
light the journey of
Ahilyabai Holkar and
takes us through her glori-
ous life as she questioned
the pre-defined societal
norms with the unwaver-
ing, unconditional support
of her father-in-law
Malhar Rao Holkar. Actor
Aetashaa Sansgiri who
plays the role of Ahliyabai
Holkar has gained much
popularity, and she shared
a few words on how she
plans her own diet, being a
student of nutrition. At a
time when heavy  shoot
schedules leaves actors
with very less time to take
care of their health, skin,
and their diet, Aeteshaa
has been expertly plan-
ning her day, rather her
diet, with utmost care.

The actress makes sure
she eats the right amount
of carbs, proteins and
prefers to have a balanced
diet. Due to the scorching
heat, when she is shooting
outdoors, she has a liquid
diet, which consists of
juice, health drinks, co-
conut water, etc. She is a
big-time foodie, but she
counts her calories too.

Talking about the same,

actor Aetashaa said
“I believe in plan-
ning my own diet,
and as I have done
my post-graduation
in nutrition, these
things are always on
my mind whenever I
am consuming some-
thing like which food
has what amount of
carbs, fat, etc. Since I
have to maintain at
time considering my
character, I ensure I
follow a healthy diet
that is both beneficial to
my health and character. I
am constantly calculating
my diet plan, this has been
a habit that unconsciously
have from the time I start-
ed studying nutrition.

W
orld’s First
G a m i n g
Entertainment

‘PLAYGROUND’ Show
will stream Live on
Amazon miniTV.
Playground is a unique
eSport gaming competi-
tion, featuring multiple
casual and pro games, be-
tween 4 teams, each
owned & mentored by
Asia’s leading gaming su-
perstar namely
CarryMinati, Triggered
Insaan, Mortal and
Scout. The show will be
hosted by RJ Mahvash,
Actor & VJ Benafsha
Soonawalla and RJ Rohit
Varghese.

Speaking about the au-
dience response,
Triggered Insaan, a lead-
ing gamer, influencer and
PLAYGROUND mentor,
said, “The initial re-
sponse to Playground has
been really encouraging.
We have had a very com-
petitive line up partici-
pants who fought their
way into the show in the
vigorous round of audi-
tions. I can’t wait to see

how they will
perform during the
show duration engag-
ing in fierce battle of
strategy, mind games,

team work and individ-
ual performance and to
eventually win over the
judges and audience to
emerge as the Ultimate

Winner. The show PLAY-
GROUND will bring
forth a one of its kind ele-
vated experience for
gaming fans across India
and globally.”

Everything from
awards and rewards for
winning gaming matches
as well as the viewers’

vote is valued in points
and the contestant that
sits on the top of the
leader board with high-
est points after 4 weeks
will be declared the win-
ner. The winner will
walk away with a whop-
ping INR 50 lakhs as
prize money.

Akhil Akkineni’s ‘Agent’
locks its OTT partner

T
he post-theatrical digital streaming rights to Akhil
Akkineni's highly anticipated upcoming film
'Agent' have been acquired by Amazon Prime

Video. It is expected that an official announcement will
be made soon. 'Agent,' one of Akhil's most anticipated
films, will feature him in an unusual role as an Interpol
officer. Surender Reddy's directorial debut will also fea-
ture Akhil in a fully transformed, rugged look.

Vakkantham Vamsi wrote the screenplay for 'Agent,'
which is produced by AK Entertainments and Surender
2 Cinema. Mammootty, the Malayalam superstar, will
play a pivotal role in 'Agent.' 'KGF 2' starring Yash and

Srinidhi Shetty and 'Sarkaru Vaari
Paata' starring Mahesh Babu and
Keerthy Suresh were also recently
acquired by Amazon Prime.
Both films were commercial
blockbusters, and the fact
that 'Agent' has a deal
with an OTT partner
has only added to the
excitement surround-
ing the action-thriller's
release.

A
c t r e s s
Pooja Hedge
has resumed

shooting for the Salman
Khan-starrer 'Kabhi Eid
Kabhi Diwali' as she has come
back from her trip from the 75th
Cannes Film Festival.

Pooja was in the middle of
the film's first schedule
when she was invited to

represent India at the an-
nual festival.

With a commendable
fan base across cinema of
various languages, Pooja
has sparked chemistry
with the top stars of the in-
dustry right from NTR Jr,
Mahesh Babu, Allu Arjun,
Prabhas, Thalapathy Vijay,
and Ram Charan.

Details about her role and
the film are still under
wraps. 'Kabhi Eid Kabhi
Diwali' is currently eyeing a
year-end release.

Pooja will also be seen in
'Cirkus' opposite Ranveer
Singh and 'SSMB28' oppo-
site Mahesh Babu.

ACROSS

1. Reach

5. Glen

9. Scornful sound

14. Nautical shout

15. Eternally

16. Scientist ____ Curie

17. Seaport in Spain

19. Start of a Dickens title (2 wds.)

20. Cleveland time zone (abbr.)

21. Raves

22. Fine fabric

23. President Ronald ____

25. Walk heavily

26. Separate

30. Without feeling

33. Plentiful

36. Mexican water

37. Likewise

38. Young horse

39. Motionless

40. Stop

41. Entirely

42. Long fishes

43. First extra inning

44. Bring up

46. Maker

48. Quiz

50. Wears away gradually

54. Shred cheese

56. Carbonated beverages

59. Sharp knock

60. Batman's sidekick

61. Turn into gas

63. Ran in neutral

64. Carson's successor

65. Forewarning

66. Acts

67. Stew

68. Wedding ring

DOWN

1. Cavalry sword

2. Stage

3. Large artery

4. Manhattan (abbr.)

5. Franklin ____ Roosevelt

6. Shakespeare's river

7. Pre-Easter season

8. Ages

9. Tiny

10. Country

11. Long-armed ape

12. Annoy

13. Juvenile

18. Obliterate

24. Fish feature

25. Official stamp

27. Subsequently

28. Limber

29. Oklahoma city

31. Shed feathers

32. Two together

33. Not nearby

34. Burrowing rodent

35. Acceptable in flavor

39. Faction

40. Novel's protagonist

43. Trunk

45. Knotted again

47. Oolong server

49. Transmits

51. Stage offering

52. Dined

53. Use money

54. Grating

55. Took a bus

56. ____-service

57. Completed

58. Copenhagen native

62. Pilfer
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Things are apt to get intense for you today,
Aquarius. There will be a lot of information
coming your way, but it all won't necessari-
ly be great. It seems that someone is putting
a roadblock in your path, making it difficult
for you to pass. Don't let this stop you. Use
your creative ability and resolute nature to
find ways around any obstacles. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your head may be buzzing with activity,
Pisces. It seems like the spotlight suddenly
has been turned on. Your mind is on stage
and your brainpower is being tested. Are
you prepared for the challenge? Whether
you're ready or not, it's here. Remember the
importance of individuality. Don't become
another typical cookie from the same old
cookie cutter. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Focus on the simple pleasures today,
Aries. Don't feel like you have to search in
far-off lands or engage in expensive
recreational activities to find happiness
and peace. Realize that everything you
need is all inside you. Find your happi-
ness in delighting in nature. Smile at the
Sun, the Moon, and the trees. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Focus on your creative mind, Taurus. This is
a very fertile time for planting hearty seeds
that will be sure to grow up healthy and
strong. You have the ability to be very pros-
perous, but it certainly won't come easily.
The key for you is to maintain your cool.
Don't overreact to the little annoyances
that come your way. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Motivation must come from within,
Gemini. The only thing that can pull you
out of bed is your inner drive and deter-
mination. Too much partying could
leave you drained to the point that you
don't want to move. Remember moder-
ation. Be good to your body. Go outside
and let your thoughts radiate outward
like rays of sunshine. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Your mind should be quite clear today, and
communication will go extremely well for
you, Cancer. You'll find that you'll need very
few words to get your point across. You'll
connect to people on many levels. Realize
that you have important information to
share with those around you. Your critical,
practical, grounded opinion plays a key role
in the activities of the day.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Strong forces may be acting up and
asking you to stand up a little
straighter than usual, Leo. Keep your
shoulders back and be proud. Don't
think of yourself as any less of a person
just because there is disagreement
between you and the people around
you. Maintain respect for yourself and
your opinions. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Feel free to take the lazy route today,
Virgo. Don't lift a finger if you don't real-
ly have to. It may be hard to get others
moving as well. You can prod all you
want, but, ultimately, if people don't
want to go, they aren't going to. Your
flexible nature might be put to the test. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your thinking is steady and reserved
today, Libra. You'll find that your mind
is right in line with your ego, and
you'll be able to accurately verbalize
what's going on inside. You might be
guarded about how much you tell
people. It could be that others are
holding back information from you. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today is an excellent day for you to say
exactly how you feel, Scorpio. Your
thinking is sharp and clear. You'll find
that once you start talking, you may
never stop. People will listen extra
carefully to your words. You have a
great deal of influence on others. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You might find that your brain is chugging
along in the slow lane today, Sagittarius. It
could even be gradually creeping over to
the breakdown lane! It may be more diffi-
cult to come up with your quick, witty
rebuttals in conversations. Take your time
and make sure you choose your words very
carefully. Communicating with others
might be a bit like pulling teeth today.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You might find that words aren't the best way
to communicate today, Capricorn. Body lan-
guage and the sense of touch and taste are
much more effective. You'll find that your
senses will be heightened overall. The smell of
the restaurant several blocks away could
make your taste buds water. Give in to your
senses and let your feet follow your nose. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Pooja resumes 
‘Kabhi Eid Kabhi 

Diwali’ shoot post
Cannes debut

A
ctress Adah Sharma
is going through ex-
tensive sword fighting

training as part of the prepa-
ration for her next interna-
tional project.

"Adah is leaving no stone
unturned to ensure that she
is completely prepared for
the scenes where she is re-
quired to have a sword fight
in her next project. It is a
very interesting one and she
had been waiting for such a
project for a long time where

she gets to explore a different
art form.

"Now that she finally has
that opportunity, she is put-
ting all her blood and sweat
into it and is undergoing rig-
orous training sessions for
the same," revealed a source
close to the development.

Meanwhile, the actress fin-
ished shooting three Telugu
films that are ready for re-
lease and two Hindi films;
Adah will start shooting for
Commando 4 soon.

Adah Sharma takes rigorous
sword fighting lessons for her next

Amazon miniTV to
stream ‘PLAYGROUND’
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Kolkata, May 24 (PTI):

Virat Kohli's return to
form and a rather dramat-
ic entry into the IPL play-
offs will make Royal
Challengers Bangalore a
more confident unit when
they meet a top-heavy
Lucknow Super Giants in
the Eliminator here on
Wednesday.

After a string of low
scores, Kohli found his
rhythm enroute to a scin-
tillating 54-ball 73 in their
last match against Gujarat
Titans.

This was his only sec-
ond fifty this season, a vi-
sual treat for the eyes
which encapsulated all the
Kohli-esque shots as RCB
kept their hopes alive with
a fine win.

But their fate was not in
their own hands as they
anxiously waited for a
Mumbai Indians win in
their game against Delhi
Capitals to secure an entry
into the play-offs.

Kohli's return to form
will be a big plus to their
top-order which often has
struggled to get going in
the power-play.

Add Dinesh Karthik's
new-found finishing ex-
ploits, a quality pace trio
in Josh Hazlewood,
Wanindu Hasaranga and
Harshal Patel who would

look to embrace the seam-
friendly Eden conditions,
and Faf du Plessis's calm
and astute captaincy, RCB
will be upbeat in their
quest of an elusive IPL

title.
Having featured in three

IPL finals, RCB are one
star-studded outfit which
has failed to live up to its
fans' expectations time

and again.
But this time under a

three-time IPL winner in
du Plessis, RCB look more
balanced especially on the
pace bowling front.

Even as India speedster
Mohammed Siraj (eight
wickets from 13 matches)
has failed to impress, the
trio of Hazlewood,
Hasaranga and Harshal
with 57 wickets in be-
tween, have been their
backbone.

With fresh tracks on
offer for the knockouts, the
trio would look to relish
the challenge

Another big plus point
for RCB this season has
been India veteran wicket-
keeper-batter Karthik's
new-found form with the
bat that has also ensured
an India comeback ahead
of the T20 World Cup.

Assigned the role of a
finisher, the 36-year-old,
who was bought by RCB
for Rs 5.50 crore, Karthik
has played a key role in
their qualification to the
playoffs.

With 287 runs from 14 in-
nings, of which he had
been unbeaten nine times,
Karthik has a superb
strike of 191.33.

RCB's experience in bat-
ting certainly will weigh
heavily against the young
LSG pace attack of Avesh

Khan and Mohsin Khan.
Lucknow also have the

experienced duo of Jason
Holder and Dushmanta
Chameera but they have
been inconsistent this sea-
son, something that can be
a cause of concern for the
KL Rahul-led outfit.

A key battle for RCB
would be against the
Lucknow Super Giants
opening duo of K L Rahul
and Quinton de Kock -- by
far the best opening pair of
this IPL -- sitting pretty on
second and third places in
the top run getters' list.

That they have scored
1039 runs together -- in-
cluding the highest open-
ing partnership in IPL his-
tory of 210 against Kolkata
Knight Riders -- sums up
their dominance.

But this also will be the
team's weakness as the
Lucknow franchise lacks a
quality middle and lower
order, barring Deepak
Hooda who has four half-
centuries this season.

But barring the trio, no
other batter has impressed
to lend solidity in the mid-
dle and lower-order.

The likes of Marcus
Stoinis, Krunal Pandya,
Ayush Badoni and Holder
have failed to impress and
it's high time that they get
into their acts in a virtual
quarter-final.

RCB pose serious threat to top-heavy LSG
New Delhi, May 24 (PTI):

Young-left arm pacer
Arshdeep Singh says clari-
ty of mind, attained
through yoga and medita-
tion, has helped him perfect
the art of bowling yorkers,
a rare ability that has
pushed him into the Indian
T20 side for the South
Africa series.

The 23-year-old from
Kharar humbly accepts the
success that has come his
way in the IPL but says he
really had to "earn every-
thing".

It may seem that landing
yorkers, at will, comes natu-
rally to the lanky fast
bowler but he put in the
extra work with his person-
al coach Jaswant Rai ahead
of the IPL to hone his covet-
ed skill.

Yoga and meditation has
also helped him stay calm
in high-pressure scenarios.

"It (meditation) clears the
mind. When there is pres-
sure, there is no substitute
to clarity. Being able to stay
calm surely helps in a big
way," Arshdeep told PTI.

Back at home after a gru-
elling couple of months in
the IPL, Arshdeep is getting
some much-needed rest at
home but it won't be long
before he joins the Indian
squad for the South Africa

series beginning in Delhi
on June 9.

He bowled more with the
old ball than new ball this
IPL season with Punjab re-
lying on him heavily in the
slog overs.

Only one of the two play-
ers to be retained by the
franchise, Arshdeep repaid
the faith by ending up with

an economy rate of 7.31 in
the death overs, the best
among bowlers who bowled
more than 10 overs in that
critical phase.

"My role depended on
team combination, match
ups are a big thing in T20
cricket. I bowled with the
new ball, in the middle as
well as death.

How Arshdeep Singh ‘yorked’
his way into the Indian team

Pune, May 24 (PTI):

The swashbuckling
Shafali Verma blazed away
at the top before Laura
Wolvaardt's unbeaten half
century as Velocity over-
hauled a stiff target to get
the better of Supernovas by
seven wickets in the
Women's T20 Challenge
here on Tuesday.

Set a target of 151 after
opting to field, Velocity
completed the chase with 10
balls to spare.

After Shafali's breezy
knock of 51 in 33 balls,
Laura Wolvaard (51 off 35
balls) and Deepti Sharma
(24 not out) saw their side
home comfortably.

Chasing a challenging
target, Velocity lost
Natthakan Chantham (1)
early but the big-hitting
Shafali decided to go all
guns blazing as the team
raced to 60 for the loss of
only one wicket by the time
the six power play overs
came to an end.

Shafali reached her half
century in quick time, need-
ing only 28 runs to get to the
landmark. She did so in
style, pulling Deandra
Dottin for a boundary over
midwicket. Though she

managed to score only 17 off
13 balls, Yastika Bhatia gave
Shafali company when the
team needed it the most,
having suffered an early
blow. Shafali got out after
scoring an aggressive 51 off
33 balls, the successful

bowler being Dottin, but the
experienced duo of
Wolvaardt and Sharma en-
sured the Velocity were
home without much diffi-
culty. Earlier, skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur top-
scored with a blistering 51-

ball 71 as Supernovas posted
150 for five. The Velocity
opted to bowl after winning
the toss and their bowlers
appeared to have done a de-
cent job before
Harmanpreet's onslaught.
India's T20 captain

Harmanpreet smashed
seven fours and three sixes
during her scintillating
knock that left the Velocity
bowers bruised and bat-
tered. Taniya Bhatia
chipped in with a useful
knock of 36 off 32 balls.

Bhatia, who is now a part
of the Indian women's sen-
ior team, struck three
boundaries during her stay
in the middle. The duo of
Harmanpreet and Bhatia
added invaluable 82 runs for
the fourth wicket after their
team was reeling at 18 for
three in the fourth over.

Down the order, Sune
Luss contributed an unbeat-
en 20 in 14 balls, hitting
three fours in her breezy
knock. Among the Velocity
bowlers, Kate Cross was the
most successful with im-
pressive figures of 2/24 in
her quota of four overs,
while Deepti Sharma and
Radha Yadav picked up a
wicket apiece, the latter ac-
counting for the important
scalp of Harmanpreet.

However, Supernovas still
managed to score a decent
total in the end and Velocity
will have to bat extremely
well to reach the target at
the Maharashtra Cricket
Association Stadium.

Shafali, Wolvaard dazzle as Velocity win by seven wickets

Jakarta, May 24 (PTI):

A new-look Indian
team paid for its inexpe-
rience and profligacy
with Asian champions
Japan soundly thrashing
them 5-2 in a group A
league match of the
men's Asia Cup hockey
championship here on
Tuesday.

Having drawn against
Pakistan in the opening
game, India's chances
after this defeat will be
badly dented as even a
big win against
Indonesia in the last
game might not be
enough for qualification
to the knock-out stages.

Ken Nagayoshi, Kosei
Kawabe (twice), Ryomi
Ooka and Koji Yamasaki
scored for Japan while
Pawan Rajbhar and
Uttam Singh found the
target for the Indians.

However, the younger
crop of players didn't
measure up against the
Japanese, who looked
more organised and hit
India repeatedly on the
counters. The two sen-

iors -- Birendra Lakra
and SV Sunil -- looked
well past their prime and
couldn't make any tangi-
ble difference with their
performances.

"First two quarters
were very tough because
we didn't get into any
rhythm. We got better in
the last two quarters but
didn't create many
chances," said Lakra, the
India captain.

"In the final quarter,
we lost our defensive
structure and conceded a
couple of goals. Also we
lost two men and that
had an effect," Lakra
added. India could have
gone ahead in the fifth
minute of the first half
itself when 20-year-old
Karthi Selvam kept an
inch perfect cross from
wide left for veteran SV
Sunil, who was inches
short of laying his stick
for a tap-in. The first
quarter was all about try-
ing to get control of the
midfield with rookie
Indian players losing a
lot of possession during
the phase of play.

Asia Cup: Japan crush India
5-2, Sardar Singh-coached
team looking at exit door

Chennai, May 24 (PTI):

Young Indian Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa defeated
China's Wei Yi 2.5-1.5 to book
a spot in the semifinals of the
Meltwater Champions Chess
Tour Chessable Masters 2022
online tournament.
The 16-year-old
Praggnanandhaa will take on
Anish Giri (the Netherlands) in
the semifinals. World No.1
Magnus Carlsen will take on
China's Ding Liren in the other
semifinal clash.
Giri and Carlsen scored com-
fortable 2.5-0.5 wins over
Aryan Tori (Norway) and
David Anton Gujjaro (Spain),
while Liren defeated
Azerbaijan's Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov 2.5-1.5 in the
quarterfinals.
In the quarterfinals against Yi
late on Monday, the teenaged
Indian star opened with a win
with black pieces in 90 moves. 

Praggnanandhaa sails
into semifinals of

Chessable Masters

Kolkata, May 24 (PTI):

Indian skipper Rohit
Sharma's abysmal form in
the IPL is not a matter of
concern as he will be back
among the runs soon,
BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly said on Tuesday.

The record five-time IPL
winning Mumbai Indians
skipper had a woeful sea-
son finishing with 268
runs from 14 innings at an
average of 19.14 with a
modest strike-rake 120.17
as their team finished at
the bottom of the stand-
ings this season.

"Everybody is human.
There will be mistakes but
Rohit's record as captain is
outstanding. Five IPL ti-
tles, Asia Cup winner, he
has won whatever he has
captained, so his record as

captain is outstanding.
Mistakes will happen be-
cause they are all human,"
Ganguly said on the side-
lines of a promotional
event.

Before the last match
where he scored a fiery
fifty against Kolkata
Knight Riders, former
India captain Kohli also
endured his worst-ever
IPL with 236 runs from 13
innings which included
three golden ducks.

Backing the duo,
Ganguly said: "They are
very good players. I'm sure
they will be back among
runs. They play so much of
cricket that at times they
go out of form. Kohli
played very well in the last
game, especially when it
was required for RCB.

"That's why he (Kohli)
was so happy that RCB
qualified. They are all
great players, it's a matter
of time they will be at
their best," Ganguly
added. Captain Sharma,
Kohli and senior pacer
Jasprit Bumrah have all
been rested from the five-
match home T20I series
against South Africa next
month.

Ganguly not worried
about Rohit, Kohli’s form,

says ‘matter of time’

New Delhi, May 24 (PTI):

Talismanic Sunil
Chhetri on Tuesday re-
turned to the Indian foot-
ball team after a hiatus of
six months when he was

named in the 25-member
squad for the internation-
al friendly against Jordan
in Doha on May 28.

The 37-year-old Chhetri
last played for India dur-
ing their 3-0 win over

Nepal in the SAFF
Championships final in
October but since then
was sidelined due to in-
juries. The squad, an-
nounced by national coach
Igor Stimac, was picked
from an extended training
camp in Kolkata.

Besides Chhetri, Ishan
Pandita has also made a
comeback in the forward-
line at the cost of VP
Suhair and injured Rahim
Ali. In the midfield, Glan
Martins, Ritwik Das,
Udanta Singh, Sahal
Abdul Samad, Suresh
Wangjam and Aashique
Kuriniyan have been in-
cluded with Pronay
Halder and Danish Bhat
being the notable omis-
sions.

The defence include the
likes of Rahul Bheke,
Akash Mishra, Harmanjot
Singh Khabra, Roshan
Singh, Anwar Ali,
Sandesh Jhingan,
Subhashish Bose and
Pritam Kotal.

While Gupreet Singh
Sandhu and Amrinder
Singh remains a constant
under the crossbar,
Laxmikath Kattimani re-
placed Prabhsukhan
Singh Gill following his
heroics in the ISL final.

Chhetri returns to national team for
international friendly against Jordan

Johannesburg, May 24 (PTI):

The legendary AB de Villiers
said he will "definitely" return
to the IPL next year as part of
the Royal Challengers
Bangalore squad, but he is not
sure in what capacity.
De Villiers had been a big part
of RCB family before he retired
from all forms of cricket last
year. De Villiers' former skip-
per and teammate Virat Kohli
had earlier this month said
that he was hopeful the South
African great will be back at
the RCB in a new role next
year. "I am glad to hear Virat
confirmed it. To be honest, we
haven't decided on anything
yet. I will definitely be around
IPL next year. I am not sure in
what capacity but I am missing
getting back there," De Villiers
told VUSport.

I will definitely be
around IPL next
year: De Villiers

Kolkata, May 24 (PTI):

Wicketkeeper-batter
Dinesh Karthik feels his
latest recall to the Indian
team is his "most special
comeback" of a rollercoast-
er international career that
began way back in 2004.

Karthik made the squad
for India's home T20 series
against South Africa begin-
ning June 9.

"This is my most special
comeback because a lot of
people had given up on me.
For me to comeback and do
what I did, practice the way
I did, so many special
things have happened in
the lead up to the rock-shell
and how I practiced post
that," the 36-year-old told

the RCB website. Karthik
forced the selectors to pick
him after displaying exem-
plary finishing skills in the
IPL. He had last played for
India in the 2019 ODI World
Cup. He praised the Royal
Challengers Bangalore
team management for
backing him strongly for
the finisher's role.

"I think the clarity that
they gave me for me to exe-
cute the role that I wanted
to do, in many ways I am
indebted to RCB for pick-
ing me and giving me that
role, believing in me and
then me coming out here
and trying to do my best
for team RCB. So, it's all
and all a very very happy
feeling."

This is my most special comeback
as lot of people had given up on

me: Dinesh Karthik
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People stand in a queue to cast their votes during the third phase of Panchayat elections, at Angara block in
Ranchi, Tuesday.

PANCHAYAT POLLS

NCC cadets perform a routine drill during their annual Army Training Camp, at Nagrota 
on the outskrits of Jammu, Tuesday.

ROUTINE DRILL
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Lucknow, May 24 (PTI): 

The Samajwadi Party
on Tuesday alleged a
“blacklisted company”
was given work worth Rs
17,411 crore under the Jal
Jeevan Mission in Uttar
Pradesh, a charge denied
by the government.

Samajwadi Party MLA
Ravidas Mehrotra raised
the issue during the
Question Hour in the as-
sembly.

He asked the govern-
ment about the amount al-
located for projects under
the Jal Jeevan Mission
scheme in the state from
2017 to March 2022, and

whether it was aware that
some “blacklisted compa-
nies” were given the work.

He also sought to know
whether the government
would take action against
such companies.

During the supplemen-
tary question, Mehrotra
alleged that a company

blacklisted in nine
provinces and by the
Army was given work
worth Rs 17,411 crore
under the scheme.

He asked the govern-
ment to “get it investigat-
ed, there are big croco-
diles, they will be
trapped”.

Mehrotra further
claimed that “big people
are involved in the scam of
Jal Shakti Mission”.

In response, the govern-
ment in a written reply
said that from the finan-
cial year 2016-17 to Mar 31,
2022, an amount of Rs
17,411.90 crore has been al-
located for projects under
the Jal Jeevan Mission
scheme. It denied that
work was given to any
“blacklisted company”.

The response was given
by the state’s Jal Shakti
Minister Swatantra Dev
Singh, who also said that
the question of any kind of
action does not arise.

‘Blacklisted’ firm allotted
work under JJM: SP

Govt refutes charge
In response, the government in a written reply said that from
the financial year 2016-17 to Mar 31, 2022, an amount of Rs
17,411.90 crore has been allocated for projects under the Jal
Jeevan Mission scheme. It denied that work was given to any
“blacklisted company”. The response was given by the state’s
Jal Shakti Minister Swatantra Dev Singh, who also said that
the question of any kind of action does not arise.

New Delhi, May 24 (PTI): 

A national resource cen-
tre for oral health and to-
bacco cessation was on
Tuesday opened by the
Delhi government here
with the objective of
spreading awareness
about the ill-effects of to-
bacco and drugs, provide
better training to dentists
and to conduct research
on dental healthcare, offi-
cials said. The city govern-
ment claimed that it was
“first” such facility in the
country.

Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain inaugurat-
ed the National Resource
Centre for Oral Health and
Tobacco Cessation (NRC-
OH-TC), the government
said in a statement.

The centre has been “es-
tablished with the objec-
tive of spreading aware-

ness about the ill-effects of
tobacco and drugs, to pro-
vide better training to the
dentists of the country
and to conduct research
on dental health”.

“It is the first national
resource centre among the
total 315 dental colleges in
the country,” the state-
ment said.

Furthermore, the minis-
ter also launched the offi-
cial logo of the NRC-OH-
TC. Jain said most of the
people are still not aware
about their oral health and
dental hygiene, and this is
the reason why the cases
of oral cancer are increas-
ing rapidly, even among
the youth. “Every year
more than seven million
deaths occur due to tobac-
co use alone across the
world. This is an alarming
signal for the people.
Nicotine found in tobacco

is very harmful to health
and well-being.

“Due to its consump-
tion, there is a possibility
of dangerous diseases like
cancer, depression, impo-
tence, but people are still
finding it difficult to stay
away from consuming to-
bacco. Tobacco use weak-
ens the brain and nervous
system,” the statement
quoting Jain said.

Jain said if one wants to
avoid these diseases, then
it is better to give up addic-
tion of consuming tobacco
from today itself. It is im-
portant for everyone to un-
derstand that oral health
is as important as the
health of the body. In such
a situation, it is important
that one takes special care
of dental health, he said.

Dentists of the country,
including in Delhi, will be
given better training at

this centre. Different types
of training programmes
and sessions will be con-
ducted. Also, this centre
will play an important role
in conducting research,
developing and supporting
government policies, it
said.

Due to this, the policies
of the government will be
formulated by keeping the
population in mind and
those who are addicted to
consuming tobacco avoid-
ing their oral health and
dental hygiene.

Various awareness pro-
grammes about health-re-
lated issues would also be
organized at the centre, it
said. Jain said for the last
10 years, 10,000 patients
have been treated at the
Maulana Azad Institute of
Dental Sciences (MAIDS)
for tobacco prevention and
cessation.

National resource centre for oral 
health and tobacco cessation opened 

Jammu, May 24 (PTI):

Medical employees in
most government hospi-
tals across the Jammu re-
gion observed a three-
hour pen-down strike
Tuesday in support of
their various demands in-
cluding convening the de-
partmental promotion
committee (DPC) meeting
pending for four years.

The strike which start-
ed around 10 am badly af-
fected the Out Patient
Department (OPD) facility
as well as routine surger-
ies but the emergency
services continued unaf-
fected, officials said.

Blaming the strike on
the government, Jammu
and Kashmir Medical
Employees Federation
(Jammu) president Sushil
Sudan said they have
raised their demands
peacefully over the past

four years but no action
was taken. We have gen-
uine demands which need
to be addressed by the gov-
ernment. The last DPC
meeting was held over
four years ago which oth-
erwise is supposed to be
held every six months, he
said.

He said the strike was
successful across the
Jammu region as the em-
ployees responded to the
call and staged peaceful
demonstrations inside the
hospitals during the strike
period.

Leading a separate
protest, J&K Medical
Employees Federation
(Gandhi Nagar) president
Rakesh Bakshi said the
administrative depart-
ment of health & family
welfare has failed to frame
rules of promotions lead-
ing to thousands of vacan-
cies.

Medical employees 
observe pen-down strike

KKoollkkaattaa,,  MMaayy  2244  ((PPTTII)):: Clashes
broke outside the health
department headquarters in
Salt Lake near here on Tuesday,
after around 500 nursing job
aspirants, claiming that they
have not been given appoint-
ments despite clearing the
interview, tried to break a
police cordon during the
course of their protest.

Some of the agitators were
arrested during their scuffle
with police personnel, an offi-
cer said. The police officer also
said with RAF has been
deployed in the area in the
wake of the protest.

Asked if anyone suffered
injuries during the scuffle, he
said that two police personnel
fell down while trying to stop
the protesters from moving
forward, but they are back in
action. The agitators, most of
them women, alleged that

irregularities were committed
by authorities of West Bengal
Health Recruitment Board in
granting appointments, leaving
over 4,000 eligible candidates
jobless.

A health department official
said that discussions have been
held with the representatives
of those agitating outside
Swasthya Bhavan, and they
have been given explanation
about the recruitment proce-
dure “which is completely
transparent”.

Tapati Panja, one of the agi-
tators said, however, said, We
will not leave the spot until
there is a written assurance
from the government on
appointments.

Panja also said that they
were camping in small groups
at Karunamoyee, which is a at
short distance from the health
department headquarters.

Nursing job aspirants
clash with cops 

During agitation seeking appointments

Bhaderwah/Jammu,
May 24 (PTI): Unseasonal
snowfall in the higher
reaches of Chenab Valley
has left hundreds of no-
madic families in distress
as they are compelled to
halt their onward journey
along with their livestock.

Cold wave conditions
have engulfed the upper
reaches of Doda, Kishtwar
and Ramban districts, trig-
gering panic among the
nomads who have started
their bi-annual migration
from the plains in the
union territory and
Punjab.

Officials said fresh
snowfall was reported in
Kailash Mountain Range,
Kainthi, Padri Gali, Bhaal
Padri, Seoj, Shankh Padar,
Rishi Dal, Gau-Peeda,
Gan-Thak, Khanni-top,
Guldanda, Chattar Galla
and Asha Pati Glacier sur-
rounding Bhaderwah
Valley since Monday

night. The unseasonal
snowfall was also reported
from Braid Bal, Nehyed
Chilly, Sharonth Dhar,
Katardhar, Kainthi, Laloo
Paani, Kaljugasar, Duggan
Top, Goha and Sinthan
Top besides the high alti-
tude meadows of Gandoh.

These high altitude and
vast grazing meadows re-
main inhabited by the
Gujjar and Bakarwal
tribes during summers.

Due to unseasonal snow-
fall and severe cold condi-
tions, hundreds of tribal
families have been stuck
either on the road sides or
on the lower reaches at dif-
ferent parts of Chenab
Valley, an official said.

“We are stuck with our
sheep and goats in the
open on the road sides
without food and fodder
and are compelled to sur-
vive under open sky,”
Bashir Bau (69), who be-
longs to the nomadic
Gujjar community, said at
Guldanda on Bhaderwah-
Pathankot highway.

Hailing from
Lakhanpur in Kathua dis-
trict, Bau claimed that he
lost nearly 15 lambs and
goats over the past few
days due to intense cold.

“We are in a fix and un-
able to decide whether to
stay back or go ahead,” he
said.

Sain Mohammad of
Kathua’s Basholi said they
were heading towards
Padri meadow with their
cattle when they were
caught in the inclement
weather and forced to stay
back at Sarthal.

“We are finding it ex-
tremely difficult to
arrange fodder for our ani-
mals. If the weather shows
no improvement, we will
have to face huge losses,”
he said.

According to the 2011
census, high altitude
meadows of Chenab
Valley, which spread from
Bhaderwah to Jawahar
tunnel (Banihal) and
Marmat (Doda) to Paddar
and Marwah (Kishtwar),

house 30,000 nomads and
lakhs of their cattle, in-
cluding sheep, goats, buf-
faloes, horses and mules
during summer months.

However, some tribal or-
ganisations claim that the
number of the nomadic
population has increased
to more than one lakh.

“We are heading for a
major crisis and the gov-
ernment agencies need to
come forward for our res-
cue,” General Secretary,
Anjuman-e-Taraqqi Gojri
Adab, Jan Mohd Hakeem
said.

Hakeen said over one
lakh Gujjar and Bakarwal
tribes move towards the
high-altitude meadows
and vast grazing fields of
Chenab Valley every year
during summers from the
plains of Jammu, Kathua,
Samba in Jamu and
Kashmir, and Jalandhar,
Ludhiana and Hoshiarpur
districts in Punjab.

The meteorological de-
partment has predicted
improvement in the over-

Nomads fear losses as unseasonal snowfall triggers cold wave 
 In J-K’s Chenab Valley

New Delhi, May 24 (PTI): 

Ninety-four percent
women construction work-
ers, surveyed as part of a
study conducted in Delhi,
never raised their voice or
took any steps to prevent
the negative impact of air
pollution due to the fear of
losing their jobs.

Purpose India and
Mahila Housing Trust
(MHT) jointly executed a
project with women con-
struction workers from
Bakkarwala, Gokulpuri
and Sawda Ghevra in
Delhi from August 2021 to
April 2022 to mobilize and
enable them to understand
the impact of air pollution
on them and their chil-
dren’s health and, by doing
so, build knowledge and
pressure among local gov-

ernments to support poli-
cy and action. A baseline
study was conducted
among 390 women con-
struction workers to un-
derstand their priorities
and issues in their lives,
and articulate the impact
of air pollution on this
group.

The sample households
were characterized by re-
spondents majorly in the
age groups 36 years and
above, mostly illiterate or
low educational levels, pre-
dominance of Scheduled
castes, followed by OBC
and a majority (87 percent)
were married.

Around 85 percent of
the women agreed that air
pollution has a negative
impact on human health,
75 percent reported that
they feel sick or uncom-

fortable when the air qual-
ity is bad, it said.

More than three-fourths
of the respondents be-
lieved that working at con-
struction sites is harmful
for their health.

The study said 76 per-
cent of women were aware
of the problem of air pol-
lution, the source of infor-
mation being television (61
percent), peer group (41
percent) and school going
children/ family members
(45 percent).

All the participants
were ignorant about the
terms PM 2.5, PM 10 and
air quality index, it said.

“Ninety-four percent
women never raised their
voice or took any steps to
prevent the negative im-
pact of air pollution due to
the fear of losing their

jobs,” it claimed.
Some also felt that pre-

venting air pollution at
construction sites is the
sole responsibility of the
contractors and they
themselves are not liable
for it, it said.

Only six percent women
took steps to prevent the
negative effects of air pol-
lution (using masks, du-
patta to cover their face,
wore full sleeved clothes;
tried to raise concerns re-
lating to air pollution at
construction sites, sprin-
kled water on debris, etc.).

Ninety percent of the
participants opined that
the government should
improve public transport
so that better off sections
of society do not use vehi-
cles to commute for work,
it said.

FEAR OF JOB LOSS

‘Majority women construction workers
don’t raise voice against air pollution’Vadodara, May 24 (PTI): 

A 29-year-old NRI who
recently came to Vadodara
in Gujarat from South
Africa has been found in-
fected with the BA.5 sub-
variant of the highly-
transmittable Omicron
variant of coronavirus, a
health official said on
Tuesday.

The man, who lives in
South Africa, had on May
1 tested positive for the
coronavirus after he ar-
rived here to meet his par-
ents. He had left for New
Zealand on May 10 after
testing negative for the
virus, Vadodara
Municipal Corporation’s
chief health officer Dr
Devesh Patel said. His
sample was sent to a labo-
ratory in Gandhinagar for
genome sequence. The re-
port, received on Tuesday,
confirmed that he was in-

fected with the BA.5 sub-
variant of the Omicron
variant of coronavirus, he
said. “After testing positive
for the coronavirus on
May 1, the man was under
self-isolation. He tested
negative before leaving for
New Zealand on May 10.
His current whereabouts
are not known,” Dr Patel
said. “The patient showed
no symptoms. His parents,
who were his only con-
tacts, had tested negative
for COVID-19 at that time.
They have again tested
negative for the virus,” the
official said.

The Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG) had on
Sunday confirmed the
presence of the BA.4 and
BA.5 Omicron sub-vari-
ants of the coronavirus in
India- one case in Tamil
Nadu and another in
Telangana.

NRI on Gujarat visit tests positive
for Omicron sub-variant BA.5

Aizawl, May 24 (PTI):

The Mizo National
Front-Congress combine
has got approval from
Mizoram Governor Hari
Babu Kambhampati to
form a governing body in
the Mara Autonomous
District Council (MADC),
an MNF leader said on
Tuesday. MNF leader HC
Lalmalsawma Zasai, who
was tipped to become the
deputy chief executive
member, told PTI that the
governor had on Monday
given his nod to the joint
legislature party of the
MNF and the Congress to
form the next governing
body in MADC. He said
the governor also asked
Congress leader H
Malvina, who was tipped
for the chief executive
member, to prove his ma-

jority by a confidence mo-
tion within two weeks.
Malvina would take oath
as the CEM on Wednesday.
The MNF-Congress com-
bine was “confident to
prove its majority” in the
upcoming floor test, Zasai
said, adding that a session
of the council would be
convened soon after the
swearing-in ceremony of
the CEM. In an unexpect-
ed move, four Congress
members tied up with
arch-rival MNF to form an
executive body in the
MADC after the announce-
ment of the council poll re-
sults on May 9. The
Congress state headquar-
ters has taken strong ex-
ception to the alliance be-
tween Mara District
Congress Committee
(MDCC) and the MNF in
the Mara council.

MNF-Cong combine gets Guv’s
nod to form governing body

In Mara council



Mumbai, May 24 (PTI): 

Shiv Sena's
Kolhapur district presi-
dent Sanjay Pawar will be
its second candidate for
the upcoming Rajya Sabha
polls, party chief
spokesperson Sanjay Raut
said on Tuesday, in what is
a clear snub to
Chhatrapati Sambhaji
who was seeking support
for his candidature.

The Shiv Sena will con-
test two Rajya Sabha seats
and ensure victory in

both, asserted Raut, whom
the party has given a
fourth consecutive term in
the Upper House of
Parliament.

"Sanjay Pawar is Shiv

Sena's mavala (soldier)
and (Sena chief) Uddhav
Thackeray has decided to
give him candidature. But
the official announcement
will be done soon, Raut
said.

Six Rajya Sabha seats
from the state will go to
polls next month, with the
BJP having the numbers
to get two of its candidates
elected.

The Shiv Sena, NCP and
the Congress have enough
votes to secure one win
each, while together they

can win the sixth seat as
well, for which the Sena
has thrown its hat in the
ring.

The Shiv Sena,
Congress and NCP com-
prise the ruling Maha
Vikas Aghadi in the state.

However, Chhatrapati
Sambhaji, a descendant of
the legendary warrior
king, and who has a strong
follower base among the
Maratha community, has
announced he would con-
test the polls as an
Independent candidate.

Birth
SSeeoonnii:: A tigress has given
birth to four cubs at
Pench Tiger Reserve
(PTR) in Madhya
Pradesh's Seoni district, a
senior forest official said
on Tuesday. Tourists spot-
ted the big cat and her
cubs crossing a road in
Karmajhiri core area in
the morning, the PTR's
deputy director Rajneesh
Singh told PTI. While the
tigress is yet to be identi-
fied, the cubs are aged
around one and a half
months, he said.

Mandatory 
CChhaannddiiggaarrhh:: The Punjab
government on Tuesday
made it mandatory for
candidates applying for
its Group C and D posts
to clear a Punjabi lan-
guage test with at least
50 per cent marks. The
move is aimed at promo-
tion of the language,
according to an official
statement. The decision
was taken by Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann
at a meeting with offi-
cials here.

Shot dead 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: A police consta-
ble was shot dead by ter-
rorists in the Soura area of
the city on Tuesday, offi-
cials said here. "Terrorists
fired upon Constable
Saifullah Qadri at his
home in the Anchar locali-
ty of Soura," they said.

Hooch tragedy
AAuurraannggaabbaadd:: Five people
have died in Aurangabad
district of dry Bihar after
allegedly consuming spu-
rious liquor, an official
said on Tuesday. The
police have launched a
massive crackdown and
arrested 67 people fol-
lowing the incident.
According to Aurangabad
Superintendent of Police
Kantesh Kumar Mishra,
all deaths have been
reported from Madanpur
block.
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Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal with Transport Minister

Kailash Gahlot at the flag-off cere-
mony of 150 electric buses, in New

Delhi, Tuesday. 
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Tokyo, May 24 (PTI): 

India and the US on
Tuesday announced a
major partnership to boost
cooperation in critical and
emerging technologies be-
tween their leading securi-
ty agencies after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and President Joe Biden
vowed to work together for
a more prosperous, free,
connected and secure
world.

In a meeting with Biden
on the sidelines of the Quad
summit in Tokyo, Modi de-
scribed the India-US rela-
tionship as truly a "partner-
ship of trust" and said he
was confident that the
friendship will continue to
be a "force for good" for
global peace and stability as
well as for the well-being of
mankind.

In another significant
move, India and the US also
extended the longstanding
Vaccine Action Programme
(VAP) until 2027. Separately,
the White House an-
nounced India joining the
Combined Military Forces-
Bahrain as an associate
member. In the talks, Modi
invited the US industries to
partner with India to manu-
facture in the defence sec-
tor under the Make in India

and self-reliant India pro-
grammes, adding bilateral
trade and investment are
expanding continuously,
but it is still much below
their potential.

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said the
meeting "resulted in sub-
stantive outcomes" which
will "add depth and momen-
tum" to the bilateral part-
nership. "The India-USA
strategic partnership is
truly a partnership of trust.
Our shared values, and our
common interests in many
areas, including security,
have strengthened the
bonds of this trust," Modi
said. "Our people-to-people
relations and close econom-
ic ties also make our part-
nership unique. Trade and
investment between us is
also expanding continuous-
ly, although it is still much
below our potential," he
said. Following the talks,
both New Delhi and

Washington announced the
launch of the India-US
Initiative on Critical and
Emerging Technologies
(iCET) to facilitate out-
come-oriented cooperation
and that the new mecha-
nism will be co-led by
India's National Security
Council Secretariat and the
US National Security
Council.

The MEA said the iCET
would forge closer linkages
between the government,
academia and industry of
the two countries in areas
such as artificial intelli-
gence, quantum computing,
5G and 6G, biotech, space
and semiconductors.

It said India and the US
also extended the long-
standing Vaccine Action
Programme (VAP) until
2027 to continue joint bio-
medical research which
had resulted in the develop-
ment of vaccines and relat-
ed technologies.

Varanasi, May 24 (PTI): 

A district court on
Tuesday fixed May 26 for
hearing on the maintain-
ability of the Gyanvapi-
Shringar Gauri complex
case.

The court of District
Judge A K Vishevesh will
hear the matter as per direc-
tions of the Supreme Court,
District Government
Counsel Rana Sanjeev
Singh said. Singh said the
court also gave a week's time
to both Hindu and Muslim
sides to file objections to the
report of a court-mandated
videography survey of the
Gyanvapi mosque premises.
Vishnu Shankar Jain, a
lawyer for the Hindu side,
said the civil judge listed for
May 26 the hearing on a plea
of the Muslim side, which

said the suit doesn't have
merit as it violates the
Places of Worship (Special
Provisions) Act, 1991.
Section 4 of the Act bars fil-
ing of any suit or initiating
any other legal proceeding
for a conversion of the reli-
gious character of any place
of worship, as existing on
August 15, 1947. Jain said
the court ordered to make

available the commission re-
port to both sides for filing
objections. Meanwhile, a
fresh application was filed
in the court of Civil Judge
(Senior Division) Ravi
Kumar Diwakar, seeking
permission to worship the
"Shivling" claimed to have
been found in the Gyanvapi
complex during the videog-
raphy survey.

Dehradun, May 24 (PTI):

Snowfall and rain hit the
Char Dham Yatra on
Tuesday with thousands of
pilgrims halted en route to
Kedarnath and Yamunotri
temples in the Garhwal
Himalayas as a precaution-
ary measure.

Kedarnath began receiv-
ing snow early on Tuesday
while the lower areas were
lashed by rains prompting
the authorities to stop the
pilgrims for their safety in
Gaurikund and Sonprayag.
Pilgrims going to

Yamunotri were also halt-
ed in Janakichatti, the last
stopover on way to the fa-
mous shrine, as the weath-
er turned worse in the af-
ternoon.

The peaks around
Badrinath also received
snow. Badkot subdivisional
magistrate (SDM) Shalini
Negi said Yamunotri-
bound pilgrims were
stopped in Janakichatti as
a precautionary measure.
They will be allowed to pro-
ceed on their onward jour-
ney after the weather
clears, she said.

New Delhi, May 24:

Prashant Kishor's collabo-
ration with the Congress
was a non-starter but his
former associate Sunil
Kanugolu has been picked
for the party's election man-
agement. The Congress on
Tuesday announced its
Political Affairs group,
which includes Rahul
Gandhi and two key dis-
senters, Ghulam Nabi Azad
and Anand Sharma, and a
Task Force- both key take-
aways from its recent brain-
storming session in
Rajasthan's Udaipur.

The Task Force - 2024,
which will handle the
party's strategy for the next
national election, has no
member from the "G-23" or
group of 23 "dissenters" who
wrote to Sonia Gandhi in
2020 calling for a massive or-
ganizational and leadership
overhaul. The party had de-
cided to form the two panels
at the "Chintan Shivir", or

strategy meet in Udaipur to
discuss its way forward
after its serial election de-
feats. In the Political Affairs
Group to be headed by
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, the other names are
Mallikarjun Kharge,
Ambika Soni, Digvijaya
Singh, KC Venugopal and
Jitendra Singh.

Bengaluru, May 24 (PTI):

In what is being seen in
some political quarters as a
setback to former
Karnataka Chief Minister
B S Yediyurappa, the BJP
central leadership on
Tuesday denied MLC tick-
ets to his son B Y
Vijayendra and a loyalist.

Ignoring the recommen-
dation of the state unit to
field Vijayendra for the
June 3 biennial election to
seven seats of Karnataka
Legislative Council, the
party central leadership on
Tuesday announced names
four candidates, hours be-
fore the deadline for filing
of nominations ended
today. The candidates an-
nounced by the BJP central
leadership are: Former
Deputy Chief Minister and
party vice-president
Laxman Savadi, party's
state secretaries
Hemalatha Nayak and and
S Keshavaprasad, and
President of SC Morcha
C h a l a v a d i
Narayanaswamy.

Srinagar, May 24 (PTI): 

Security forces have busted a

Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) terror

module in the Pulwama district

of Jammu and Kashmir, arrest-

ing eight militant associates,

police said Tuesday.

Based on specific inputs, several

suspects were arrested and

leads were developed, resulting

in the busting of the terror mod-

ule operating in the Awantipora

area of the south Kashmir dis-

trict, a police spokesman said.

He identified the arrested as

Mushtaq Ahmad Dar, Ishfaq

Ahmad Dar, Manzoor Ahmad Dar

(all residents of Wagad); Fayaz

Ahmad Rather, a resident of

Pastuna; Shabir Ahmad Rather,

a resident of Syedabad Pastuna;

Mohammsd Latief Rather, a resi-

dent of Syedabad Pastuna;

Sheeraz Ahmad Mir, a resident

of Aripal and Waseem Ahmad

Bhat of Pastuna.

MODI-BIDEN TALKS
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Chhatrapati Sambhaji

Congress Task Force 2024

Prashant Kishor’s ex-associate,
2 Congress ‘rebels’ in panels

In the Political Affairs Group
to be headed by Congress
president Sonia Gandhi, the
other names are Mallikarjun
Kharge, Ambika Soni,
Digvijaya Singh, KC
Venugopal and Jitendra Singh.

The Task Force includes P
Chidambaram, Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, Mukul Wasnik,
Jairam Ramesh, KC
Venugopal, Ajay Maken and
Randeep Surjewala. 

Political Affairs Group

Task Force

In snub for BSY,
BJP denies MLC
ticket for his son
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Bhilai, May 24: 

On Tuesday, a delega-
tion of the officers and
employees of Ferro
Scrap Nigam Limited
paid a visit to MP Vijay
Baghel at this residence.
They apprised Baghel
about the proposed priva-
tization of the company.
The employees submitted
a memorandum to MP
Vijay Baghel seeking his
support to save FSNL
from privatization and to
protect the future of the
employees.

It needs to be men-
tioned here that FSNL is
a public sector enterprise
headquartered in Bhilai,
Chhattisgarh. This com-
pany has been a prof-
itable PSU continuously
since its inception in
1979. Unfortunately, such
profitable ventures are
being disinvested by the
government. Under the

disinvestment process,
FSNL will be completely
sold and privatized.
Further, in this privatiza-
tion process there is no
provision regarding the
future of the employees.

The aggrieved workers
appealed to MP Vijay
Baghel to initiate for sav-
ing FSNL from privatisa-
tion. He was apprised
about the current status
of the disinvestment
process. The workers fur-

ther informed him that
the disinvestment
process was launched in
the past also by the
Government of India,
but in view of the func-
tioning and importance
of FSNL, the disinvest-
ment process was
stopped in July 2017 and
it was proposed to merge
the FSNL in a Public
Enterprise under
Ministry of Steel. But in
the year 2019, its privati-

zation process was start-
ed again without any
rhyme and reason. The
employees are highly ag-
grieved with the union
government’s move of
disinvesting a profit
making company.

In his reply, MP Vijay
Baghel stated that he had
submitted a representa-
tion at PMO earlier also
with request to stop dis-
investment of FSNL. He
assured to approach the
PMO and Steel Ministry
once again to save FSNL
from privatisation. He
further assured all possi-
ble support to protect the
interests of the workers.

FSNL Officers
Association President
Satyendra Jha, Saurabh
Tharewal, Prashant
Sahu, N Bhawna,
Chandraprabha, Prabhat
Singh, Mohd Tanveer
and other employees of
FSNL were present.

FSNL workers seek MP Vijay Baghel’s
support to prevent privatisation

Bhilai, May 24: 

Within a few days after
release from jail, a notori-
ous thief was arrested
again on charges of bur-
glary. The accused com-
mitted theft at a mobile
store and had escaped
with handsets and acces-
sories worth Rs 7.50 lakh.
A joint team of Anti
Crime and Cyber Unit
(ACCU) as well as Old
Bhilai Police Station
trapped the accused and
recovered the stolen
booty from his posses-
sion. While addressing
media persons here at the
Police Control Room on
Tuesday, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallava informed that Old
Bhilai Police Station re-
ceived a complaint on
May 23 regarding theft at
a mobile phone shop lo-
cated in front of Masjid
on GE Road in Old Bhilai.

The shop owner
Ramesh Chhautija com-
plained that unidentified
thief trespassed into his
shop by breaking the roof

shed and escaped with 41
nos mobile phones and
accessories worth Rs 7.50
lakh. Police lodged an FIR
under section 457, 380 of
IPC.

Taking the matter into
serious cognizance, a
joint team of Old Bhilai
Police Station and ACCU
was entrusted responsi-
bility of conducting in-
vestigation and tracing
the accused. The team col-
lected CCTV footage of
the shop and nearby
places. The accused was

seen in the CCTV footage
after which all efforts
were diverted to identify
him. Soon the person
seen in CCTV footage was
identified as a notorious
thief Jittu alias Jitendra
Baya.

He was released from
the jail on May 02-03 and
was also seen roaming in
suspicious conditions in
the Old Bhilai area. The
suspect Jitendra Baya
was traced and taken into
custody. When interrogat-
ed, he initially tried to

misguide the cops but
during sustained interro-
gation, he confessed to
have committed theft at
the mobile store. Police
recovered the stolen
booty which was con-
cealed at his house. The
accused was arrested and
produced before the
court.

ASP (City) Sanjay
Dhruv, ASP Vishwas
Chandrakar and DSP
(Crime) Nasar Siddhiqui
were also present during
the press conference.
Inspector Manish
Sharma (SHO, Old
Bhilai), ASI Gorakhnath
H a r i s h c h a n d r a
Chaudhary, Head
Constable Rakesh Singh,
Constable Krishna Singh,
ACCU team members in-
cluding ASI Shamit
Mishra, Constable
Arvind Mishra,
Satyendra Madharia,
Rinku Soni, Evan
Banchhor, Anil Singh and
Vijay Shukla played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

Notorious thief arrested again for burglary

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2244::  

Steel Authority of India
Limited (SAIL) has declared
its financial results for the
quarter and year ending
March 31, 2022 (FY’22). 

During FY’22, the company
has clocked its best-ever per-
formance in production and
sales while achieving an all-
time high revenue from oper-
ation of Rs 1,03,473 Crore and
EBITDA of Rs 22,364 crore. 

This performance, backed
by an uptick in steel demand
and positive business outlook,
is an outcome of collaborative
and concerted efforts for
enhancing production and
improve techno-economics
parameters while seizing pos-
sible opportunities in the
market place. 

The Key highlights of FY
2021-22 being: Remarkable
improvement in financial per-
formance due to robust oper-

ational performance; Highest
ever Revenue from Operation
of Rs 1,03,473 Crore;
EBITDA of Rs 22,364 Crore,
Profit Before Tax (PBT) of Rs
16,039 crore and Profit After
Tax (PAT) of Rs 12,015 Crore;
Drive towards deleveraging
continues. Borrowings stood
below Rs 13,400 crore as on
March 31, 2022.

SAIL is focused on proac-
tive stakeholders’ engage-

ment, which includes:
Sharing of Profit with share-
holders, company recom-
mended Rs 2.25 as final divi-
dend for FY’22. SAIL declared
highest ever dividend in FY’22
i.e. Rs 8.75 per share includ-
ing the already paid two
interim dividends for FY’22;
SAIL emerged as the topmost
buyer on GeM amongst all
CPSEs in FY’22. SAIL has sup-
plied steel for various proj-

ects of National importance
like Central Vista Delhi,
Mumbai-Ahmedabad High
Speed Rail, Delhi-Meerut
RRTS, Polavaram Irrigation
project, Kaleshwaram
Irrigation Project, Purvanchal
Expressway, several Metro
Rail Projects across the
Country, etc. Supply of Liquid
Medical Oxygen in excess of
1.3 Lakh Tonne, majorly dur-
ing second wave of CoVID-19.

SAIL Plants setup separate
Jumbo CoVID Care facilities,
which increased CoVID-19
dedicated beds. Wage revi-
sion for the employees was
also implemented. 

This record-breaking per-
formance in FY’22 is a result
of synergy across the
Organization. However, the
fourth quarter could not be
fully insulated from the
unprecedented rise in input
costs, especially the price
rise of imported coking coal
on account of various rea-
sons. Notwithstanding the
challenges, the Company has
taken several proactive steps
to contain costs. Going for-
ward, the Company has plans
to meet the twin challenges
of higher input costs and mar-
ket price volatility by under-
taking various measures for
continual improvement in its
processes and products bas-
ket. 

SAIL declares Financial Results for FY’22, achieves Best Ever Profitability
Revenue crosses Rupees One Lakh Crore

Bhilai, May 24: Police
have arrested two notori-
ous thieves on charges of
committing theft at a
locked house. One of the
accused was released from
jail a few days ago. The
cops managed to arrest the
accused within 24 hours of
the crime. ASP Vishwas
Chandrakar informed that
theft occurred at the
locked house of Suraj
Kumar Chaudhary in
Khursipar on the inter-
vening night of Monday.
When the victim returned
home around 02:30 hrs
from Railway Station, he

found that the front door
was broken and some jew-
ellery and cash total worth
Rs 48000 were missing
from the almirah. On his
complaint, the matter was
taken up for investigation.

Police team immediate-
ly scanned all the local ruf-
fians and habitual offend-
ers. In the meanwhile, po-
lice received a tip off re-
garding a habitual offend-
er who was recently re-
leased from jail and was
seen roaming in suspi-
cious conditions during
nights. The suspect Azad
Devar alias Dilla (20) son

of Late Kashiram Devar a
president of Devar Basti,
Khursipar was taken into
custody and during inter-
rogation, he confessed to
have committed theft at
the house. He disclosed the
name of his accomplice
who assisted him in the
theft. The second accused
Sheikh Sahil (18) son of
Sheikh Salim a resident of
BBC Colony Khursipar
was also arrested. Police
recovered the stolen jew-
ellery from the possession
of the accused. They had
spent the stolen cash Rs
12000 in eating and drink-
ing. They were produced
before the court and have
been sent to jail on judicial
remand.

Sub Inspector Shishupal
Chandravanshi, Constable
Rakesh Anna, Deepak
Singh, Woman Constable
Toshi Goswami played a
vital role in arresting the
accused.

Two ruffians held for breaking into house 

Bhilai, May 24: The con-
tract workers of Bhilai
Steel Plant are wearing
badges as a mark of protest
at workplace for the last
two days. They are going to
stage dharna at Equipment
Square on May 25. They are
demanding respectable
wages at par with the low-
est grade of regular work-
ers; group insurance, etc.
They are also protesting
against the government’s
move to privatise the
FSNL, NSPC, RINL and
other PSUs. On the call of
SWFI, the contract workers

are going to stage demon-
strations under the banner
of Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union (CITU).
The contract workers of
Bhilai Steel Plant have
geared up to take to the
road against exploitation
and to press their reason-
able demands including a
respectable wage settle-
ment. They are demanding
from the management to fi-
nalise the wage revision as
well as put an end to the ex-
ploitation of workers. The
next meeting of the NJCS
sub-committee is scheduled

to be held in Delhi on May
26. Among other issues, the
issue of respectable wages
of contract workers is also
to be discussed in this meet-
ing. To get their legitimate
demands fulfilled, the con-
tract workers are going to
stage demonstrations a day
before the meeting. During
the work on May 23 and 24,
hundreds of contract work-
ers of various departments
wore badges in support of
their demands and urged
others to support their
demonstration on May 25.
Hindustan Ispat Theka
Shramik Union (CITU)
President Shantanu
Markam and General
Secretary Yogesh Soni
called upon all the contract
workers, regular workers,
trade unions to express sol-
idarity with the contract
workers.

Bhilai, May 24: 

The five-day skill devel-
opment workshop being
organised in Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Mahavidyalaya concluded
on Tuesday. On the last
and fifth day of skill devel-
opment workshop organ-
ised in in collaboration
with INIFD training was
given on instant and party
make up by Poonam
Singh, an internationally
acclaimed makeup artist.

She detailed about the
instant makeup, stuff used
in the makeup and shared
that always use good
branded makeup to avoid
any allergy in skin. She
shared all the minute de-
tails about makeup.

In the valedictory func-
tion, College Incharge
Principal Dr J Durga
Prasad Rao said this work-

shop was organised to en-
hance the creativity of stu-
dents and give them a plat-
form other than academ-
ics to excel in designing
field also. Vice Principal
Dr Archana Jha said the
main motive behind this
workshop is to polish the
students creativity and im-
prove their skills so that
they can adopt and get the
job prospects in future.

Tina Khandelwal
Incharge INIFD said she
was overwhelmed by the

responses of the students
and their involvement in
the activities with full zeal.

Certificates were dis-
tributed to the partici-
pants who were from dif-
ferent backgrounds such
as  house wives, doctors
and students. Soniya,
Harsha were the trainers
from INIFD. Dr Saroj,
Umesh Sharma, Somitro,
Purvi, Ankita Dutta,
Devyani, Deboshree and
others participated in this
gala event.

Bhilai, May 24: Brijesh
Bichpuria, former presi-
dent of BJP Bhilai district
recently met the Union
Minister of State for Steel
Faggan Singh Kulaste at
his home village and
briefed about the issues
and problems related to
Bhilai Steel Plant, HSCL

employees and contract
workers. He also had a dis-
cussion about the situa-
tion of Bharatiya Janata
Party in Chhattisgarh
state and the anti people
policy of the present gov-
ernment. The Minister as-
sured to take necessary ac-
tions to resolve the issues.

Bhilai, May 24: 

Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences
and Rungta Institute of
Pharmaceutical Sciences &
Research under the aegis of
Sanjay Rungta Group of
Institutions organised a
two days workshop
“Handling and Training of
S o p h i s t i c a t e d
Instruments” on May 17-18,
2022. The workshop was or-
ganized by the Guidance of
Dr RK Nema, Professor &
Principal, Rungta Institute
of Pharmaceutical
Sciences and Harish
Sharma, Vice Principal.
The organising secretary of
the workshop was Suchita
Wamankar, Assistant
Professor and the convener
was Anjali Sahu, Assistant
Professor. The first day of

the workshop began with
the blessings of goddess
Maa Saraswati and inaugu-
rated by the special guest of
the workshop Dr
Deependra Singh,
Chairman, Education
Regulations Committee of
Pharmacy Council of
India, New Delhi.
Thereafter, Dr RK Nema
welcomed Dr Deependra
Singh. Dr Singh motivated
the students by delivering
the valuable knowledge on

the future scope of phar-
macy where he threw light
on the reestablishment of
pattern as well as syllabus
of B Pharmacy and the
modifications which will be
seen in future in the field of
Pharmacy. The inaugural
ceremony ended with the
delightful felicitation of Dr
Deependra Singh. The next
session of the workshop
was on the scope & future
prospects of Pharmacy
profession. Session-II and

Session III of the first day
of the workshop was the
live demonstration on: Ex-
vivo Explant models and
detailed illustration of
Tablet compression respec-
tively. The last session of
the first day of the work-
shop was Quiz competition.
The second day of the
workshop started with the
session-I i e, Flavor of spec-
trum. There were four
other live demonstration
sessions of various instru-

ments such as eight sta-
tions Tablet Compression
Machine, Flame
Photometer, UV spec-
trophotometer and
Dissolution apparatus. The
workshop ended with the
Valedictory function in
which the prize distribu-
tion as well as certificates
were also given to the win-
ners. Anjali Sahu proposed
vote of thanks for the suc-
cessful conduction of work-
shop. More than 250 stu-
dents from various parts of
Chhattisgarh participated
in the workshop. The work-
shop was successfully con-
ducted by the support and
motivation of Sanjay
Rungta, Chairman, Saket
Rungta, Director and Mohd
Shajid Ansari, Assistant
Director, Sanjay Rungta
Group of Institutions.

Bhilai, May 24: 

All World Gayatri
Parivar Chhattisgarh,
under the Gayatri Yajna
campaign conducted on
May 15-16, performed yaj-
nas in more than 4700
houses and at different
places in the twin city of
Durg-Bhilai. In this se-
quel, am Ek Kundiya
Gayatri Yajna was per-
formed by Diya
Chhattisgarh at the
Ramshila Old Age Home
in Junwani May 15. The
yajna was organized
under the guidance of
Diya Chhattisgarh
Woman Wing in-charge
Anita Sao. After perform-
ing the Yajna, Ajay
Rathore of the ashram
took a pledge to quit in-
toxication. The senior
citizens residing in the
old age home participat-
ed in the Yajna with
great enthusiasm. Diya

Chhattisgarh Convenor
Dr PL Sao, while explain-
ing the scientific impor-
tance of Yajna said that,
in the house where Yajna
is performed every day,
the members including
children automatically
develop good character.
The chanting of the
mantras performed dur-
ing the Yajna and the fra-
grance flowing from the
Havan material not only
makes the environment
of the house pure and
disease-free, but also cre-

ates a protective circle
around the house which
keeps the house safe
from negative thoughts.
Ajay Kalyani, the direc-
tor of the ashram said
that the Old Age Home
was inaugurated last
year with the perform-
ance of Yajna by Diya
Chhattisgarh and we all
always experience the en-
ergy from it. This energy
should always be there so
he has decided to conduct
Gayatri Yajna every
month.

Contract workers wear badges
at work place; dharna today 

Students learn instant and party make-up tips 
On the concluding day of skill development workshop in SSMV 

Bichpuria meets 
Faggan Singh Kulaste

Diya performs Gayatri Yajna in Old Age HomeWorkshop on ‘Handling and Training 
of Sophisticated Instruments’ concludes 
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RAINS BRING RESPITE

Light rains in the evening brought much required relief from scorching heat here on Tuesday evening.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 24: The
Returning Officer (RO)
Rajya Sabha polls in the
state Dinesh Sharma has
issued notification for it
here on Tuesday. As per
the notification, there is
going to be elections for
two Rajya Sabha (RS)
seats by the elected mem-
bers in the Chhattisgarh
State Assembly. The
polling will be held on

June 10 from 9:00 am to
4:00 pm.

It is worthwhile to men-
tion here that the dates for
the RS polls were declared
few days back. The RS
term of two RS MP’s in
the state viz. Chhaya
Verma and Ramvichar
Netam is coming to an end
and as to who will be nom-
inated for two RS seats
from Chhattisgarh is yet
to be confirmed.

It is notable here that
dates for elections for
Rajya Sabha polls were
made recently and in this
election for 57 RS seats is
to be held in 15 states. As
per information election
will be held on June 10

and the results will be de-
clared on the same day. It
is notable that polling for 3
RS seats in MP and 2 of
Chhattisgarh is to be held
and the term of two RS
MP’s from Chhattisgarh
viz. Chhaya Verma and
Ramvichar Netam  is end-
ing on June 29.

As per the poll notifica-
tion issued, the nomina-
tions for RS seats in state
can be filed till May 31 and
it has to be deposited in
the office of Returning
Officer in Vidhan Sabha
from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.
In absence of the RO, this
nomination will be accept-
ed by the Asst. RO. On fil-
ing of nomination papers

for RS seats, the scrutiny
of nomination papers will
be held on June 1 and last
date for withdrawal of
nomination is June 3 till
3:00 pm. After this the
valid list of the authorized
candidates for two RS
seats will be declared.

It is notable here that in
the RS polls for a 90 mem-
ber Vidhan Sabha of
Chhattisgarh, INC is with
71 seats; BJP is with 14
seats; Janta Congress
Ch’garh with 3 and
Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) is witih 2 seats and
they will be exercising
their rights for RS polls.
The polling will be held
with ballot papers.

Last date for filing of nomination
for 2 RS seats is May 31

RO issues notifica-
tion for election for
two RS seats in
Ch’garh
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Gourela, Pendra,
Marwahi, May 24: With
issuing of notification for
two Rajya Sabha (RS)
seats in the state, the
polling will be held on
June 10 and seeing the
party’s (Congress) majori-
ty in the Vidhan Sabha
both the seats will be
going into Congress
favour.

As of now there is no
declaration of the two
candidates Congress will
be sending to Rajya Sabha
from Chhattisgarh, but
one of the prominent and
confirmed candidate con-
sidered for one of the RS

seats was that of Speaker
Chhattisgarh Assembly
Dr Charandas Mahant,
who had earlier show in-
clination of going to RS.
But the LS MP from
Korba and his better half
Jyotsna Mahant during
her Pendra-Marwahi tour
recently has made it clear
that Dr Charandas
Mahant will not be going
to Rajya Sabha (RS).

Name of State

Assembly Speaker Dr
Charandas Mahant was
considered to be almost fi-
nalised and was talk
among the corridors of
power being the most ap-
propriate candidate for
Rajya Sabha (RS). But this
very disclosure by LS MP
Jyotsna Mahant has put
an end to all such specula-
tions.

It is notable here that
last time when Dr Mahant

was on tour to Pendra-
Gourela-Marwahi district
he said that he has got one
last desire which still re-
mains unfulfilled... and
after saying as to ‘when I
will get it fulfilled...’, it
was cut from there and
left people obviously
drawing it to some of
their own conclusions of
his applying for RS seat.

On this LS MP Jyotsna
Mahant said that doing
such a thing is absolutely
incorrect and therefore
people are making all
sorts of speculations. She
said that Dr Mahant will
continue to work for his
state of Chhattisgarh and
to a question as to when
he will stake claim for RS
seat, Jyotsna Mahant said
that as when they will feel
it is necessary they will
stake claim for it.

Dr Mahant to continue working for Ch’garh: Jyotsna
p Denies that he will

stake claim for
RS seat

Raipur, May 24: The per-
son wanted by the police
for the last 8 days in con-
nection with the incident
of robbery of Rs 50 lakh
has finally surrendered.
Ajju, who is called as mas-
termind by the police in
the incident came before
media on Tuesday and sur-
rendered. Ajju also made
several shocking revela-
tions in front of the media
persons. The team of Anti
Crime and Cyber ??Unit
arrested him.

The police team will
now interrogate Ajju
about the whole incident.
Ajju was absconding in
the 50 lakh robbery case.
Earlier, in the last 3 days,
the police arrested 14 mis-

creants who were involved
in the incident.

Ajju told that he carried
out this incident for the
marriage of his sister. He
was desperately in the
need for money and that
he got involved in the rob-
bery. The second master-
mind of this case is
Devendra Ajju’s friend. At
the behest of Devendra, he
got involved in this rob-
bery. After carrying out
the incident, Ajju got Rs 3
lakh 5 thousand. He gave
Rs 1.5 lakh to his mother.
He spent nearly Rs 55 thou-
sand in shopping for
clothes and other items.

His sister’s marriage
was also called off after
his name surfaced in this
robbery incident. He was
hiding in Haryana and
now surrendered after
coming to Raipur. Ajju’s

mother was also present
to make him surrender.
Ajju’s mother told that
she did not have any infor-
mation about this inci-
dent, but when his name
surfaced in the media, she
asked him about the inci-
dent and he confessed his
crime. For this reason she
was now seeking Ajju’s
surrender. Ajju’s family
fears that the police or
other accused involved in
the incident may harm
Ajju and his family.
However, his mother also
said that her son should
be punished.

In his statement to the
media, Ajju said that he
was involved in the May
16 incident. He was given
the responsibility of
sprinkling chilli in the
merchant’s eyes. As soon
as the merchant left the

shop, Ajju and his accom-
plices started following
his bike. One of his ac-
complices Tilak on the pil-
lion seat knocked the
businessman down and
Ajju ran away with the
bag containing the cash.
All the miscreants met
near Abhanpur area and
fled after distributing the
money.

Ajju revealed that he
was involved in several
other incidents of rob-
bery. He used to rob
passers-by.

He said he snatched mo-
bile and cash from many
people by intimidating
them. Ajju used to work
as a confectioner in a
small restaurant. His
friend Devendra is a me-
chanic, he also always
used to accompany him in
criminal incidents.

Mastermind of robbery of Rs 50 lakh surrenders
p Makes several major

revelations
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Raipur, May 24: A meet-
ing was held at
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Congress Headquarters
Rajiv Bhawan to discuss
implementation of the de-
cisions taken in Udaipur
Chintan Shivir in the
state. The meeting was at-
tended by AICC Secretary
and Chhattisgarh in-
charge Dr Chandan
Yadav and Saptagiri
Shankar Ulka and
Pradesh Congress
President Mohan

Markam. A decision was
taken at the meeting to
organize a workshop on
June 1 and June 2 to pre-
pare an action plan for
implementation of the de-
cisions taken in the
Udaipur Nav Chintan
Shivir in the organization
of the Pradesh Congress.
Organization unit will be
formed up to the zone level
and a political committee

will be formed in the state.
From 9th August, each

district Congress unit will
take out padyatra cover-
ing 75 kms. Bharat Jodo
Yatra of AICC was also
discussed at the meeting.
In the districts also, a
roadmap was drawn up to
organize the workshop
and a detailed discussion
was held regarding digiti-
zation of membership and

organization elections
from the membership
book.

The meeting was attend-
ed by in-charge secretary
Dr Chandan Yadav,
Saptgiri Shankar Ulka,
PCC chief Mohan
Markam, treasurer
Ramgopal Agrawal, in-
charge general secretary
administration Ravi
Ghosh, in-charge general
secretary organization
Amarjit Chawla, ex-vice
president Girish
Dewangan, PCC vice pres-
ident Dr JP Shrivastav,
Ambika Markam, PCC
communication head
Sushil Anand Shukla, gen-
eral secretary Piyush
Kosre, Vasudev Yadav,
Arun Sisodia and Sumitra
Dhritlahre.

Cong state level workshop on June 1st, 2nd 
p Meeting held to

implement decisions
of Udaipur Nav
Chintan Shivir
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Raipur, May 24:
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Mahila Morcha of-
fice-bearers stated that
every worker of the
frontal organization
would to play a signifi-
cant role to dethrone the
ruling Congress govern-
ment in Chhattisgarh as
it has failed to deliver the
promises made to the
people.

Mahila Morcha
President Shalini Rajput
said that the Raipur
Divisional meeting held
at party headquarters sit-
uated at Kushabhau
Thakre premises, dis-

cussed the forthcoming
programmes of the
frontal organization and
also reviewed the works
being carried out so far.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, she further stated
that crime against
women is on rise where-
as no steps are being
taken to put check on in-
creasing crime across
Chhattisgarh. The BJP
Mahila Morcha members
condemned the growing
crime against women
and reiterated that they
would launch agitation
against state government
on the issue of Law &
Order situation in the re-
gion.

BJP Mahila Morcha to launch agitation
on Law & Order situation
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Raipur, May 24: Raipur
Development Authority
(RDA) would launch evic-
tion drive in Bombay
Market commercial com-
plex soon to remove the
illegal encroachments
whereas decision has
also been taken to get the
various shops vacant
from the shopkeepers
who are running the
shops in the complex and
have not shown interest
in purchasing the shops
under their possession in
the Open Tender process
following the High Court
verdict on it.

Meanwhile, the RDA
administration on
Tuesday sealed the two
office halls against which
the rent of the amount of
Rs 66.69 lakh is outstand-
ing from it.

RDA Vice President

Shiv Singh Thakur
and Board of
Directors members
Rajendra Banjare,
Mamta Rai and
Hirendra Dewangan
inspected the Bombay
Market premises with
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t
Engineer Anil Gupta.

During the inspection,
they found that Girishraj
and Rajkumar Gupta had
taken two Halls on Block
A on rent but had not
paid the rent of Rs 62.38
lakh and Rs 4.31 lakh so
far. RDA team sealed
both the Halls and added
that the electricity con-
nections too would be dis-
connected. Further ac-
tion against them would
be taken through
Tehsildar.

Team also took objec-
tions to the illegal con-
structions being made by
various people including
Raipur Bag House,
Bhanu Drycleaner, New
Royal Watch, Israni
Hardware, Prakash
Hardware, Sudama Nut-
Bolt house, Netaji Hotel,
New Raja Hotel and
would now take steps to
launch eviction drive
soon.

RDA to launch eviction drive
in Bombay Market premises
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Dantewada, May 24:
Over 300 tribal women
hailing from Dantewada,
one of the worst Maoist-

hit district of
Chhattisgarh, has made it
to the Golden Book of
World Records, preparing
‘longest chunri’ (11,000 m

long). Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel offered
this custom-made ‘chunri’
to Maa Danteshwari at
Dantewada district.

Earlier, an 8kms long
chunri was offered to
Narmada Maiya at
Mandsaur in Madhya
Pradesh. These women
have prepared this beauti-
ful ‘chunri’ at Dannex
clothing factory in just
seven days.

The entire Dantewada
city turned ecstatic when
Baghel reached Maa
Danteshwari temple to
present the 11kms long
chunri to the deity. On the
occasion, Chief Minister
offered prayers to Maa
Danteshwari and wished
for the happiness and pros-
perity of the state.
Meanwhile, Chief
Minister also had Darshan
of Mavli Mata and
Bhairav ji in the temple
premises. During this, the
whole atmosphere in the
temple premises was col-
ored in spiritual color by
the melodious sound of
traditional instruments.

Officials of the district
administration said that
the hard work and skills of
these women are being
recognized across the
country. The Chief
Minister also interacted
with the priests of the
temple. They said that we
residents of the state are
fortunate to receive bless-
ings of Maa Danteshwari.

CM offers 11km long ‘chunri’
to Maa Danteshwari

300 tribal women
working in Dannex
created world
record by preparing
11,000 m long
‘chunri’

City turned ecstatic
when CM reached
Maa Danteshwari
temple to offer
chunri to the deity
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Dantewada, May 24:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Tuesday inau-
gurated a newly-built
glazing unit at
Kumharras in
Dantewada district.
Addressing the gathering
on occasion, Chief
Minister said that the
unit will help in enhanc-
ing skills and boosting
the income of local pot-
ters of Dantewada. This

will also provide them
with better market oppor-
tunities.

Baghel inspected the

whole premises and took
a glimpse of the ma-
chines installed at the
unit and the products pre-

pared by the potters. The
potters also presented
him a statue of ‘Gajraj’
made by them. While in-
teracting with potters,
Chief Minister said that
there is a huge potential
in our folk art and for
their full exploitation, the
work of encouraging glaz-
ing units through
Matikala Board is being
done by the state govern-
ment. With the help of
modern machines in-
stalled in the glazing unit,
potters will be able to pre-
pare beautiful clay mate-
rial in less time. Having
such a display unit in one
place will also help them
tap into a better market.
Chhattisgarh Matikala
Board Chairman Balam
Chakradhari informed
Baghel in detail about the
Kumharras Glazing Unit.
He said that modern ma-
chines like ball mill,
blenzer, agitator, and fil-
ter press have been in-
stalled here, through
which the work of
Matikala becomes easier.
Chief Minister stressed
on the importance of
training saying that it
helps in enhancing the
skills and increases the
business prospects.
Matikala will get a huge
expansion with the com-
mencement of a glazing
unit in Dantewada.

Unit will help in enhancing skills and boosting
the income of local potters: Baghel

p CM Baghel inaugu-
rates glazing unit at
Kumharras in
Dantewada
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Bhod, May 24: The em-
ployees of Chhattisgarh
MGNREGA Karamchari
Mahasangh (CMGNRE-
GAKM) met the
Chairman Bastar area
Tribal Development
Authority (BATBA)
Lakheshwar Baghel and
submitted him a memo-
randum in support of
their demands.

MGNREGA employees’
Association said that the
officers and employees
and Gram Rojgar
Sahayaks of MGNREGA
in Chhattisgarh are work-
ing for last 16 yrs in the
state and along with this
there has been demand
for regularization of
MGNREGA employees
from time-to-time and on
other demands till date no
action has been taken by
the state government.
Delegation urged
Chairman BDA to consid-
er just demands of MGN-
REGA and fulfill the same
at the earliest.

MLA Bastar

Lakheshwar Baghel said
that the way the state gov-
ernment is working, their
just demands would be
taken into consideration
and would try to find out
amicable solution to it at
the earliest. He said that
what all decisions and
declarations have been
taken and made by the
state government, have
been fulfilled as per the in-
terest of that institution
or the organization and
welfare of the employees.
He also assured the dele-
gation that the promises
made by the state govern-
ment would be fulfilled in
due course of time.

MGNREGA employees’ submits
memo to Chairman BDA

Demands fulfill-
ment of their
demands at the
earliest

Dantewada, May 24: The
violent hands that once
broke school buildings,
houses, etc, have now be-
come determined to shape
the future of the children
living in remote parts of
the state. A surrendered
Naxalite Anil Kunjam met
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel at Barsur in
Dantewada district today.
He told that this school was

demolished by Naxalites in
the year 2015 in Bhansi-
Masapara. “With the initia-
tive of the government,
now a new school building
has been built here and we
have all cooperated in its
construction”. Anil
Kunjam has let go of his vi-
olent tendencies and he
wants to work toward edu-
cating children so that no
one takes the path of vio-
lence because of igno-
rance.

It is worth mentioning

that the Naxalites had de-
molished the Masapara
school seven years ago in
2015, which took away the
education of children liv-
ing in the region. The new
school building was again
constructed on the special
initiative of the
Chhattisgarh government
and now children are avail-
ing education there.
Furthermore, Maoists
Shankar Kunjam and Anil
Kunjam joined the main-
stream community after

leaving the path of vio-
lence under the Lone
Varratu scheme. He has got
the benefit of the rehabili-
tation scheme of the gov-
ernment, employment as
well as other facilities. It
was then that he realized
that the future of the chil-
dren of the village had be-
come bleak due to his
breaking the school. When
the district administration
started the reconstruction
of the school, the surren-
dered Naxalites Anil

Kunjam and Shankar
Kunjam actively con-
tributed in the construc-
tion of the school in
Masapur. After almost
seven years in the new
building of Masapara
School, the echo of chil-
dren reading Kakhara has
started being heard again.
There is new hope in the
minds of parents regard-
ing the future of their chil-
dren.

Special effort is being
made by the Chhattisgarh
government to restart the
closed schools due to Naxal
activities in the Naxal-af-
fected interior areas for the
last three years, the happy
result of which is that
closed schools in Bijapur,
Dantewada, Sukma dis-
tricts are being operated
again. To contribute to the
educational infrastructure
of their region, the local
youth have started playing
their part by joining the ed-
ucation system as teachers
who will shape the destiny
of children.

‘Violent hands that had once destroyed schools, now
comes forward to shape future of the youth’

Surrendered
Naxalite Anil
Kunjam narrated
his story to the CM
as to how he helped
in the construction
of a school that was
demolished

Bhansi-Masapara
School which was
demolished by
Naxalites recon-
structed and is up
and running

Central Chronicle News

Chitrakot, May 24: Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
on Tuesday reached the
village Badekilepal falling
under Chitrakot assembly
constituency of Bastar dis-
trict as a part of his
‘Bhent-Mulaqat Abhiyan’.
Mr. Baghel inaugurated
four development works
worth about Rs 36 crore 40
lakh and laid the founda-
tion stone for 500 develop-
ment works worth about
Rs 13 crore 57 lakh. There
is a wave of happiness
among people of Bastanar
tehsil of Chitrakot assem-
bly constituency with the
inauguration and laying of
foundation stone of 504 de-
velopment works at the
hands of the Chief
Minister.

N Total of Rs 66.26 cr
has been approved by the
Urban Administration
and Development
Department for all the
Municipal Corporations

Raipur, May 24: In a

first, the Urban
Administration and
Development Department
of Chhattisgarh
Government has sanc-
tioned ward-wise amount
for infrastructure develop-
ment in all Municipal
Corporations. In the first
phase, a total amount of
Rs 66 crore 26 lakh has
been approved by the de-
partment for all the mu-
nicipal corporations. Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
has made announcement
in this regard on March 31
this year. Following this,

the Urban Administration
and Development
Department has provided
ward wise amount to all
the municipal corpora-
tions. The department has
asked the commissioners
of all municipal corpora-
tions to send proposals for
infrastructure develop-
ment works, giving infor-
mation about the approval
of the amount.

The Urban
Administration and
Development Department
has sanctioned a total of
Rs 10.50 cr for each ward

in Raipur Municipal
Corporation at the rate of
Rs 15 lakh per ward. In
Bhilai and Bilaspur
Municipal Corporations, a
total of Rs 7 cr each has
been approved for each
ward at the rate of Rs 10
lakh per ward. An amount
of Rs 8 lakh has been sanc-
tioned for each ward in
Korba, Durg,
Rajnandgaon, Jagdalpur,
Raigarh, Ambikapur,
Birgaon, Dhamtari,
Bhilai-Charoda, Risali and
Chirmiri Municipal
Corporations.

A total of Rs 5.36 crore
36 lakh has been sanc-
tioned for Korba
Municipal Corporation,
Rs four crore 80 lakh for
Durg, Rs four crore eight
lakh for Rajnandgaon, Rs
3.84 crore each for
Jagdalpur, Raigarh and
Ambikapur Municipal
Corporations, Rs 3.20 crore
each for Birgaon,
Dhamtari, Bhilai-
Charoda, Risali and
Chirmiri Municipal
Corporations. From this
amount, the works an-
nounced by Chief
Minister or Departmental
Minister along with the
work of repair, mainte-
nance and construction of
new roads, drains and con-
struction of bridges and
culverts will be done in the
wards. In addition, the
works of street lights and
distribution of drinking
water through pipelines in
deprived areas will also be
done. The Urban
Administration and
Development Department
has directed the commis-
sioners of all municipal
corporations to include
proposals for 30 per cent of
the works in scheduled
caste and scheduled tribe
areas.

CM inaugurates and laid stone for works worth Rs 50 cr
In village
Badekilepal; Gets
gift of 504 
development works

Dantewada, May 24:
Providing a major relief to
the farmers of the state,
Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel com-
menced the distribution of
Prime Minister’s crop in-
surance and weather-based
insurance claim amount
for horticulture crops from
Dantewada. Under the in-
surance scheme for Rabi
and Horticulture crops, as
many as 1.5 lakh farmers
of 17 districts of the state
will receive the claim
amount of total Rs 307
crore 19 lakh.
Chhattisgarh is the lead-
ing state in the country in

terms of payment of in-
surance claims to farmers
for Rabi crops.

Congratulating the
farmers of the state, Chief
Minister said that all the
programs for farmer wel-
fare are being conducted
smoothly in the state.
Industries Minister Mr.
Kawasi Lakhma, MP Mr.
Deepak Baij, MLA Mrs.
Devati Karma, MLA
Vikram Mandavi,
Secretary to Chief
Minister Siddharth Komal
Singh Pardeshi were pres-
ent on this occasion.
Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister
Ravindra Choubey,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr.
Kamalpreet Singh,
Director Agriculture
Yashwant Kumar ,
Director Horticulture
Matheswaran V. joined the
program through video
conference.It is notewor-
thy that Chief Minister

Bhupesh Baghel is on a
tour to Bastar region
under Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan. To ensure the
timely distribution of crop
insurance claim amount to
farmers without delay,
Chief Minister did the on-
line inauguration of the
distribution process from
Dantewada itself, instead
of capital city Raipur.
Earlier, he had commenced
the distribution of amount
under Godhan Nyay
Yojana from Ramanujganj,
during his tour to Sarguja
Division under Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan.

On May 21, Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
distributed Rs 1804 crore to
26 lakh 67 thousand farm-
ers of the state under Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Godhan Nyay
Yojana and Rajiv Gandhi
Grameen Bhumiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana and today Rs 307.19
crore was distributed at
his hand as crop insurance
claim. Agriculture
Minister Mr. Ravindra
Choubey congratulated
the departmental officers
and said that in a span of
just four days, more than
Rs 2111 crores have been
paid so far to the farmers
of the state.

CM commences distribution of crop insurance claim

To farmers from
Dantewada

Nearly 1.5 lakh
farmers of 17 dis-
tricts will receive
the claim amount of
Rs 307.19 cr
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Mungeli, May 24: 

In Mungeli Nagar and
the adjoining areas of the
city, novices are seen driv-
ing the tractor with fear-
lessness, which creates the
possibility of a major acci-
dent all the time. Due to
newbie tractor drivers, the
number of accidents in
the area is also increasing
and many times the work
of traveling in remote
areas is being done by
tractor trolleys, driven by
inexperienced drivers.

As the construction
work being done in the
surrounding rural areas
including the city is in-
creasing, the number of
tractors as the main cargo
is increasing day-by-day in
the city and surrounding
areas. Many accidents also
have happened, but till
date no concerned officer

or employee has consid-
ered it proper to check the
license of tractor drivers.

Due to which today
novices are seen driving
tractors fearlessly in the
city and adjoining areas.
Such a scene can be seen
every day on many roads
including the city includ-

ing Bilaspur, Pandariya,
Raipur, Nawagarh Road,
due to which there is al-
ways the possibility of a
major accident. During
the last few days, more
than half-a-dozen people
were killed in four-five
major tractor accidents,
including the sarpanch of

the area.
Due to the presence of

brick kilns, crushers and
rivers from the city on
these routes, tractors
carry these construction
materials throughout the
day. In which the number
of minor novice tractor
drivers is more and these

novice tractor drivers can
be seen driving the tractor
with proper speed control
and safety norms.

From time-to-time,
checking of motor cycles,
trucks, jeeps and other ve-
hicles is done by the police
and traffic police at the in-
tersections, sometimes
only on bikes and some-
times on four wheeler ve-
hicles, intensive checking
of driving license is done
but the tractor driver’s li-
cense is not checked even
once.

In such a situation, the
spirits of the tractor driv-
ers become high and they
can be seen driving the
tractor without fear of
being caught. It is note-
worthy that the commer-
cial use is being done
openly by preparing the
documents of tractor for
agricultural work.

Newbie tractor drivers promoting accidents

Jagdalpur, May 24:

BJP Kissan Morcha
members staged one-day
dharna before Adim Jati
Maryadit Samiti (AJMS)
Bhanpuri against the anti-
farmer policy of Congress
government in the state. In
this they charged that the
vermi-compost is not so
pure and is mix of dust
and other things and the
farmers are being forced
to purchase the same.
BJPKM members submit-
ted a memorandum at
Tehsil office in the name
of CM protesting against
the shortage of fertilizer
being created for farmers
for the Khariff crop, ‘gird-
wari’, funds to farmers for
MSP on paddy being paid
in installments and other

issues. On this occasion
Mandal President Santosh
Baghel, Mandal Gen. Secy.
Bhaskar Joshi, Kissan
Morcha Mandal Gen. Secy.
Mahesh Kashyap, Khitesh
Mourya, Raghunath
Kashyap, Mahendra
Pandey, Ashok Rao,
Dhansai Mourya,
Bhagchand Kashyap,
Puran Netam, Sampat

Mourya, Murlidhar
Thakur, Kuleshwar
Kashyap, Tulsi Kashyap,
Shibu Shah, Ramprasad
Mourya, Ramesh Diwan,
Ghanshyam Panigrahi,
Ghassuram Mourya,
Laxminath Sinha,
Ganesh, Omprakash
Kashyap, Lokesh Kashyap
and other farmers were
present.

BJP Kissan Morcha 
submit memo in Tehsil office

Alleges that farmers being forced to purchased adulterated vermi-compost

G a u r e l a - P e n d r a -
Marwahi, May 24: On
the call of the Congress
Committee, here at
Khodri in Bilaspur-Katni
Marg under Bilaspur
Railway Zone, a protest
was called to re-schedule
the stoppage if passenger
trains, to ease the travel of
commuters, especially
students and a memoran-
dum was also submitted
to the station master in
the name of Railway GM.

Congress officials and
the affected villagers of
the area performed a
ruckus and a sit-in
demonstration and op-
posed the arbitrariness
and dictatorship being
done by the railway ad-
ministration. Prior to this
protest, a protest was also
held at stations Uslapur,
Salka, Kota, Belgahna,
Khongsara, Bilaspur on
the Bilaspur Pendra rail-

way route, Bilha on the
Bilaspur-Raigarh railway
route, Jairamnagar on the
Bilaspur-Raigarh railway
route.

Here it takes a mention
that for almost two and a
half years, the operation
of the train is completely
closed in the name of
Corona, while the move-
ment of goods trains is

going on but the perma-
nent stoppage of passen-
ger trains has been
stopped in all the stations.

Addressing the sit-in
protest, District President
Vijay Kesharwani said
that the railway adminis-
tration should not forget
the struggle that was done
in 1993 to make Bilaspur a
zone, and if the adminis-

tration does not ensure
the undo operation and
stoppage of trains, then
the same struggle will be
repeated again. Narmada
Express which was run-
ning for centuries but
after being stopped dur-
ing the Corona period, the
stoppage has not started
yet, due to which Regional
people are facing a lot of

trouble, he said.
Meanwhile Marwahi

MLA Dr: KK Dhruv said
that due to the closure of
the stoppage of the train,
the traffic has become
very difficult, people are
not able to go out for
work, and the Railways
should stop the dictator-
ship, otherwise the move-
ment will be on a large
scale.

In this program,
District Congress
Committee Bilaspur
President Vijay
Kesharwani, District
Congress Committee
Gaurela Pendra Marwahi
President Manoj Gupta,
Marwahi MLA KK Dhruv,
Smt. Porte, Congress
leader Girja Kesharwani,
District Farmers
Congress President
Awadhesh Gurjar, Amol
Pathak and others were
present.

Non-stoppage of trains, dictatorship of railway administration: Dhruv

Koriya, May 24: 

Chairman of
Chhattisgarh State Power
CompanyAnkit Anand
held a meeting with the of-
ficers of the Electricity
Department of the dis-
tricts of Surguja division
in the District Collectorate
here on Friday and re-
viewed in detail the issues
related to electricity sup-
ply in the districts. During
this Collector Kuldeep

Sharma and CEO District
Panchayat Kunal Dudawat
were present. Ankit
Anand said that prompt
action should be initiated
to solve the problem of low
voltage in the district. To
ensure uninterrupted
power supply in urban
areas as well as in rural
areas, works like trans-
former replacement, line
rectification should to be
completed on priority, he
said.

He discussed in detail
the problems being faced
by all the Assistant
Engineers and Junior
Engineers present in the
area and gave necessary
directions to solve them.
Anand also gave instruc-
tions on the improvement
of electricity bill in the re-
view meeting and he di-
rected to improve the elec-
tricity bill by running a
special campaign for the
convenience of the com-
mon man and also asked
to take feedback on the im-
provement.

He also discussed the
status of sub-stations in
the district and said that
soon the status of the sub-
stations would be re-
viewed in detail. Officers
of the divisional level and
other districts were also
present in the meeting.

Initiate action to resolve low-voltage
problem: Chairman CSPDCL

Koriya, May 24:  

A Mass Health Camp
for examination and
treatment of various dis-
eases, has brought relief
to the patients, who are
benefiting after getting all
the facilities like tests,
medicines under one roof.
Manmati, 52, of village
Devadand, suffering from
knee pain and eye pain,
got good treatment in the
camp, she told that she
was treated by doctors
and medicines were also
found in the camp itself.

S i m i l a r l y
Gaurishankar, 55, of vil-
lage Katkona, who
reached for eye examina-
tion, said that after eye
examination, the number
of glasses was given by
the doctors and glasses
were also given in the
camp site within a short

time. On the other hand,
25-year-old Mrs
Krishnakumari of village
Kopka and 18-year-old
Kumari Poonam of vil-
lage Udhnapur, who
reached the camp for
treatment of stomach
ache and weakness,

shared their experience
and said that we got regis-
tered after coming to
know about the camp.

Happy with the treat-
ment of her 8-year-old
g r a n d d a u g h t e r
Anupama, Mrs. Kalavati
of village Salka told that

best consultation and
medicines have been
given by the doctors.
Battery operated motor-
ized tricycle, 04 tricycle,
08 crutches, 04 wheel-
chairs, 03 hearing aids
and 01 stick were provid-
ed to 10 beneficiaries by
the Social Welfare
Department in the camp.

Necessary certificates
such as smart cards, digi-
tal health cards were also
made for the needy in the
camp, while disability
certificates of 35
Divyangjans were also
made by the Medical
Board. Free spectacles
were also distributed to
the beneficiaries who
came for eye check-up in
the camp. The students of
NCC also played an im-
portant role in helping
the people who came to
the camp.

Mass Health Camp organized
Bilaspur, May 24: Guru
G h a s i d a s
Vishwavidyalaya (Central
University) has invited on-
line applications for ad-
mission to various post-
graduate level courses
through Common
University Entrance Test
(CUET) (Post Graduate)-
2022 conducted by
National Testing Agency
(NTA) for the academic
session 2022-23. According
to the admission notice is-
sued by the Academic
Section of the university,
the process of online ap-
plication for admission to
various 34 postgraduate
level courses has started
from May 19, 2022. The last
date for sending admis-
sion application is June
18, 2022. The courses avail-
able for admission to the

Central University in-
clude Bachelor of
Education-(B.Ed), B.Ed.
Special Education
(Learning Disability),
B.Ed. Special Education
(Hearing Impaired),
Bachelor of Physical
Education (B.P.Ed),
Bachelor of Library and
Information Science
(B.Lib. I.Sc.).

Post Graduate Courses-
M.Sc-Botany, Chemistry,
B i o - T e c h n o l o g y,
Microbiology, Forensic
Science, Computer
Science, Rural
Technology, Forestry,
Physics, Electronics,
Mathematics, Zoology,
M.A.-Economics, Political
Science, Hindi, English,
History, Journalism &
Mass Communication,
Master of Education

(M.Ed), Master of
Physical Education
(MPEd), Master of Social
Work (MSW), Master of
Computer Application
(MCA), MA/M.Sc.
Anthropology, M.Lib and
I.Sc, M.Com, LLM, MBA.

Diploma Courses-
Diploma in
C o m p u t a t i o n a l
Linguistics, Certificate in
C o m p u t a t i o n a l
Linguistics. For informa-
tion on admission process,
eligibility, number of
seats, reservation policy,
provision of entrance ex-
amination, fee and pro-
gram-subject mapping for
entrance examination,
please refer to the link
“Admission Notice 2022-
23” and
https://cuet.nta.nic.in
available in the universi-

ty’s website
www.ggu.ac.in. This en-
trance exam will be con-
ducted by the National
Testing Agency (NTA).
The admission procedure
for CUET and the syllabus
of the entrance test as no-
tified by NTA will be fol-
lowed by the university.
Interested candidates
should keep checking the
l i n k
https://cuet.nta.nic.in
regularly for all the updat-
ed information.

Guru Ghasidas
University has released
the helpline numbers on
the university website for
the convenience of the ap-
plicants. Candidates can
get information by con-
tacting these numbers,
07752-260342, 8962990085
and 9406430720.

CUET application process start for PG courses in CU 

Sambalpur, May 24: 

All India Railway
Protection Force Body
Building Competition-2022
was held at Railway
Community Hall,
Sambalpur on 21st & 22nd
May-2022. Total 21 number
of participants from vari-
ous Zones i.e East Coast
Railway, South East
Central Railway, Eastern
Railway, Central Railway,
Western Railway, North
Frontier Railway,
Southern Railway, 3rd
BN/D COY/ RPSF/LKO,

8th BN RPSF/CRJ and
12th BN/RPSF/THK par-
ticipated in the
Competition. Addl.
Divisional Railway
Manager, Sambalpur,
Anand Singh graced the
occasion as Chief Guest
and said that “Good
health & fitness is the ulti-
mate freedom from sick-
ness and disease and it is
the feeling of physical,
mental and social well
being of a person”.

In this competition,
Balvir Singh Meena
bagged MR. RPF award.

Amit Kumar Singh was
the winner of 55 Kg catego-
ry, N.Senthil Kumar was
winner of 60 Kg category,
Vikas Kumar Mehra was
winner of 65 Kg category,
M.K. Barik was winner of
70 kg category, M. Peter
winner of 75 Kg category,
Balvir Singh Meena was
winner of 80 Kg category,
Ajay Kumar Gurjar was
winner of 85 Kg category,T.
Ravi kumar was winner of
90 kg, Gopal Dutta was
winner of 95 kg and Vijay
Amande was winner of 100
kg category were awarded
by Chief Guest. In
this event, Bishwambar
Bohidar, Kishore Mishra,
Dolamani Meher, Shishir
Bohidar & Sujeet Mohanty
were the judges of the
competition. Somnath
Pattnaik was the stage
marshal. All officers, staff
and a large number of au-
dience were present. Anup
Gorinka, Divisional
Security Commissioner,
Sambalpur coordinated
the programme.

Sambalpur Div hosts All India RPF
Body Building Competition

Jagdalpur, May 24: 

Bharatiya Janata Yuva
Morcha (BJYM) thanking
the Prime Minister of the
country Narendra Modi
and the Minister of
Petroleum and Finance,
for reducing the rates of
petrol-diesel and Ujwala
gas, by offering sweets to
petrol consumers at
Damondar petrol pump in
the city.

Former MLA Santosh
Bafna, who was present
during this program, said
that the country has got re-
lief as a big gift from PM
Narendra Modi who is
working with the motto of
Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas.
BJYM District President
Avinash Srivastava said

that the country’s popular
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the head of the cen-
tral government, has re-
duced the price rate of
petrol, diesel and Ujjwala
scheme. This is a very
commendable and happy
thing, and Narendra Modi
has given a great gift to the
people of the country due
to the reduction in the
rate. Shrivastav said that
the Congress government
used to take a dig at the
Central Government for
the price hike of petrol
and diesel,but giving a big
relief to the country,
Narendra Modi has given
a strong answer to the op-
position as well. Now the
state should also immedi-
ately reduce VAT-tax in pe-

troleum products giving
relief to the people of
Chhattisgarh, he said.

During this program,
District Vice President
Yogendra Pandey, General
Secretary Ramashray
Singh, Suresh Gupta,
Manish Parakh, Sangram
Singh Rana, Roshan Jha,
Vijay Heliwal,
Satyanarayan Agarwal,
Mahesh Agarwal,
Abhishek Tiwari, Satish
Bajpai, Surya Bhushan
Singh, Yogesh Mishra,
Vikas Patro BJP and
BJYM workers including
Nitesh Chauhan, Animesh
Chauhan, Aditya Sharma,
Rohit Pawar, Suraj
Mishra, Ashutosh Bajpai,
Aditya Sharma, Aryan
Bajaj were present.

BJYM congratulates Modi for 
reducing petro-chemical rates

Masturi, May 24: 

Concerned over the
frequent accidents in
the area, former minis-
ter and local MLA Dr.
Krishnamurthy has
written a letter to the
departmental officers
demanding installation
of speed breakers.

He said that speed
breakers should be in-
stalled immediately by
marking the accident
places so that accidents
can be curbed.
Recently, after the death
of dozens of villagers
due to frequent acci-
dents in area, the traffic
system is being ques-
tioned.

On the other hand,
places like Darrighat
Lavar turning, Tikari
School, Senekal
Ashram, Jairamnagar
turning etc., on
Masturi, Lavan Road
are prone to accidents.

So far 25 to 30 people
have lost their lives on
this road. In his letter
MLA mentioned that
breaker needs to be in-
stalled near govern-
ment secondary school
located at Tikri and
near canal. On NH 49
also, by marking the ac-
cident prone places, it
has been mentioned in
the letter to install
speed breakers and se-
cure precious lives.

MLA writes letter to
install speed breakers

Concerned over frequent road accidents

WATER LOGGING IN GURUGRAM

Vehicles move through a waterlogged road at Rajiv Chowk, in Gurugram, Tuesday.

RAM MANDIR CONSTRUCTION

Ram Mandir construction work underway in Ayodhya, Tuesday.
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BRIEF

Son killed mother 
i Sultanpur (UP): A 50-

year-old woman was al-
legedly beaten to death
by her son here on
Tuesday following
which the accused was
detained, police said.
According to the police,
Shani (22) beat his
mother Asha Devi with
a wooden club follow-
ing an argument,
killing her on the spot.
The woman had suf-
fered severe injuries on
the head and leg, they
said. The father of the
accused told the police
his son was mentally
unstable and undergo-
ing treatment, they
said, adding an investi-
gation was underway.

Assam flood
i Guwahati: The flood

situation in Assam has
slightly abated even
though the death toll
rose to 25 as one more
person died and over
6.5 lakh people re-
mained affected by the
deluge across 22 dis-
tricts, an official bul-
letin said. According to
the daily flood report of
the Assam State
Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA),
one person in Silchar of
Cachar district was lost
to floodwaters. With
this, the total number
of people losing their
lives in this year’s flood
and landslides has gone
up to 25 across the
state, it said on Monday.
ASDMA said more
than 6,50,400 people are
hit due to floods in
Barpeta, Cachar,
Darrang, Dhubri,
Dibrugarh, Dima
Hasao, Goalpara,
Golaghat, Hailakandi,
Hojai, Jorhat, Kamrup,
Kamrup Metropolitan,
Karbi Anglong West,
Karimganj,
Lakhimpur, Majuli,
Morigaon, Nagaon,
Nalbari, Sonitpur and
Udalguri districts.

Road crash 
i Bulandshahr (UP):

Five members of a fam-
ily, including two chil-
dren, died and six oth-
ers were injured after
their speeding car
rammed into a station-
ary truck on the
Bulandshahr-Meerut
highway on Tuesday
morning, officials said.
The family was en
route to the Kedarnath
shrine in Uttarakhand
when the accident took
place in Gulawathi
area of Bulandshahr
around 4.30 am, the of-
ficials said. Eleven
members of the family
were in the Mahindra
Scorpio that hit the
truck, leading to the
death of two children, a
woman and two men on
the spot, District
Magistrate Chandra
Prakash Singh said.

Drunk driving 
i Noida: Over 2,000 ve-

hicles were checked
and challans issued to
215 people, who were
allegedly found driv-
ing in an inebriated
condition, in Noida
and Greater Noida,
police officials said on
Tuesday. The challans
were issued during an
inspection of vehicles
by police officials
across three police
zones - Noida, Central
Noida and Greater
Noida — on Monday
evening, a police
spokesperson said.
The campaign was
conducted on instruc-
tions of Police
Commissioner Alok
Singh. Senior police
officers had also hit
the ground to lead
foot marches for in-
spection in busy areas
of the district includ-
ing markets, near
shopping malls,
metro stations, key
roads and junctions,
the spokesperson
said.

Mohali, May 24:

Punjab Health Minister
Vijay Singla was sacked
from the state cabinet on
Tuesday and arrested on
corruption charges, with
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann asserting that his
government has zero-toler-
ance towards corruption.

The Aam Aadmi Party
has been in power in
Punjab for barely two
months. The chief minis-
ter himself announced the
removal of Singla from the
council of ministers.Mann
said the decision was made
after he came to know that
Singla was allegedly de-
manding one per cent com-
mission in tenders and
purchases of his depart-
ment.

The chief minister said
that he has also directed
the police to register a case

against Singla. Later, he
was arrested by the Punjab
police, sources said.

“A case was brought to
my notice in which one
minister in my govern-
ment was demanding one
per cent commission from
each tender or purchase of
his department. I took this
case very seriously. Only I
knew this case. Neither the
media nor opposition
knew it,” Mann said in a
video message.

“I am taking strict ac-

tion against that minister
and I am removing him
from the cabinet. I am also
giving directions to the po-
lice to register a case
against him,” he said,
adding, “That minister’s
name is Vijay Singla. He
was the health minister.”

Mann said that Singla
was allegedly involved in
wrongdoings in his depart-
ment and he has also ad-
mitted to the same.

Asserting that the AAP
government has zero-toler-
ance towards corruption,
Mann pointed out that
Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal had also
removed his food and sup-
plies minister in 2015 and
handed over the case to
the CBI. “I will not toler-
ate corruption of a single
rupee. We want to turn
Punjab into a corruption-
free state,” Mann assert-

ed. The Punjab chief min-
ister said some parties
will now point out that
one of the AAP ministers
was found involved in cor-
ruption within just two
months, but then, “it is I
who is taking action”.

Vijay Singla, 52, was
elected MLA from the
Mansa seat. He had de-
feated Punjabi singer and
Congress candidate
Shubhdeep Singh Sidhu,
also called Sidhu
Moosewala. Singla is a
dental surgeon.

The Aam Aadmi Party
had bagged 92 of the 117
seats in Punjab, decimat-
ing the Congress, the
Shiromani Akali Dal-
Bahujan Samaj Party
combine, and the BJP-
Punjab Lok Congress-
SAD (Sanyukt) alliance in
the 2022 state assembly
polls.

Punjab health minister sacked over
corruption charges, arrested

Srinagar, May 24 (PTI):

The protest by Kashmiri
Pandit employees over the
killing of their colleague
Rahul Bhat entered 13th
day on Tuesday as the pro-
testors did not resume du-
ties even after assurances
given by Jammu and
Kashmir Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha
during his visit to
Sheikhpura migrant
camp. The employees con-
tinued their protest saying
they won’t resume duties
till their demand for relo-
cation outside Kashmir is
met.

Shouting slogans
against district adminis-
tration, the protestors
raised slogans like “we
want justice”.

Sinha on Monday visit-
ed the Sheikhpora mi-
grant camp where
Kashmiri Pandit employ-
ees have been protesting
the killing of Rahul Bhat,
and assured them that
their problems will be ad-
dressed honestly.

Bhat (35), who had got
the job of a clerk under the
special employment pack-
age for migrants in 2010-
11, was shot dead by
Lashkar-e-Taiba terrorists
at his office in the
Chadoora area of central
Kashmir’s Budgam dis-
trict on May 12.

Sinha, during his inter-
action with protesting em-
ployees, admitted he was
late in visiting the camp.

Referring to the demand
for providing a govern-

ment job to Bhat’s wife, the
LG said her qualifications
will be checked and what-
ever is feasible will be pro-
vided.

Sinha told the protest-
ing employees that the
pain he felt over Bhat’s
killing was no less than
what they felt.

There is nothing more
unfortunate for the head of
an administration than
the killing of a govern-
ment employee, he added.

Sinha expressed hope
that the employees “will
soon feel that many things
have been done”.

“I want to assure you
that I will honestly try that
there is a redressal of your
issues and that you live
with your families at
ease,” he LG said.

Bhat’s killing: Kashmiri Pandit employees
continue protest despite assurances by LG

Bengaluru, May 24 (PTI):

The Karnataka High
Court has directed the
state government to con-
stitute a permanent med-
ical board to ensure trans-
parency in recruitment to
government jobs made
through Karnataka Public
Service Commission
(KPSC). The Court has
said genuine candidates
should not be deprived
and justice should be done
in all fairness. This would
require not giving a free
hand to the KPSC to
choose its own medical
board and experts during
recruitment, it said. The
direction came in a judge-
ment in which the Court
found a medical certificate
issued by Dr G
Nandakumar of Bowring

and Lady Curzon Hospital
falsely mentioning that a
candidate was colour-
blind and half a centime-
tre shorter than the re-
quired height.

The candidature of
Shivananje Gowda B N, for
the post of Motor Vehicle
Inspector was rejected by
the KPSC based on this
certificate issued on July
16, 2021. Gowda ap-
proached the Karnataka
State Administrative
Tribunal which also up-
held the KPSC’s stand.

The candidate then ap-
proached the HC where
the division bench of
Justice B Veerappa and
Justice B Rachaiah heard
his petition.

On April 18, 2022, the HC
directed a physical test to
be conducted at Minto

Ophthalmic Hospital to as-
certain the facts about
Gowda’s physical status.

The report submitted to
the court revealed that he
did not suffer from colour-
blindness and qualified for
the post of Motor Vehicle
Inspector.

Unfortunately, on the
basis of wrong assessment
made by the Medical
Board, Bowring Hospital,
his candidature was reject-
ed, the court observed in
its recent judgement.

The HC quashed the re-
jection of his candidature
and directed KPSC to re-
consider the claim of the
petitioner for the post of
Motor Vehicle Inspector as
he has fulfilled the eligibil-
ity of minimum physical
standard test under the
rules.

HC directs Karnataka govt to constitute
permanent Medical Board

Kolkata, May 24 (PTI):

Trinamool Congress
leader Anubrata Mondal
has told the CBI that he
would not be able to ap-
pear before sleuths of the
central agency on
Tuesday in connection
with its probe into al-
leged post-poll violence
in West Bengal, an offi-
cial said.

Mondal, the TMC’s
Birbhum district presi-
dent, said he has been ad-
vised by doctors to take
“full rest” for the next
couple of weeks for
health reasons.

The CBI, had on
Monday, sent a summon
to Mondal to appear be-
fore its officials for ques-
tioning in connection

with the ongoing probe
into the post-poll vio-
lence case.

“Mondal has commu-
nicated to us that he
would not be able to come
to our office on Tuesday
at 1 pm because of his ill
health and he would take
rest as per the doctor’s

advice,” the officer said.
Mondal had on May 21

returned to his home-
town Bolpur in Birbhum
district after a stay of
around one-and-half
months in the city where
he had arrived to appear
before the Central
Bureau of Investigation
for questioning in anoth-
er case on cattle smug-
gling.

During his stay, he was
admitted to the state-run
SSKM hospital for over a
fortnight ahead of ap-
pearing before the CBI.

Meanwhile, the central
agency, in connection
with another case related
to irregularities in ap-
pointments by the SSC,
disconnected the inter-
net connection of the

School Service
Commission office here
in order to prevent any
attempts to hack the com-
mission’s server, another
official said.

“For the time being, no
one can enter the SSC
building except the chair-
man, advisor to the chair-
man, stenographer, sec-
retary, and assistant sec-
retary.

We have also sealed the
server and database
room. Today, we have de-
cided to disconnect the
Internet connection of
that server room so that
no one from outside can
hack it,” he said.

The CBI also sealed at
least 14 computers, and
eight cupboards in the
server room.

Bengal post-poll violence: TMC leader Anubrata
cites ill-health, to skip CBI questioning

Panaji, May 24 (PTI):

Goa Public Works
Department Minister
Nilesh Cabral on
Tuesday said he would
request Chief Minister
Pramod Sawant to hand
over to his department
various government
buildings which are in
need of maintenance.
Cabral told PTI that the
condition of several gov-
ernment buildings was
deteriorating and they
required urgent atten-
tion.

“These buildings were
constructed by the Goa
State Infrastructure
D e v e l o p m e n t
Corporation (GISDC) but
were never handed over
to the PWD,” he said. The

GSIDC is a special pur-
pose vehicle (SPV) creat-
ed by the Goa govern-
ment to take up infra-
structure projects in the
state.

Cabral said he would
write a letter to CM
Sawant, urging him to
hand over all such gov-
ernment buildings to the
PWD for maintenance.

The minister said he
would also request the
chief minister to make
budgetary provisions for
the maintenance of such
buildings.

To a question on PWD
recruitments stalled ear-
lier this year following
allegations of corrup-
tion, Cabral said the
state government has al-
ready constituted a com-

mittee to inquire into the
allegations.

“I will wait for the in-
quiry committee’s report
before deciding on the
fate of those jobs,” the
minister said, adding
that he would move a file
to the CM for filling 100
posts on a contractual
basis.

The chief minister
had halted the recruit-
ment process following
allegations of bribery
last year against the then
PWD Minister Deepak
Pauskar for filling posts
in the department.

Cabral said the Goa
government’s Staff
Selection Commission
would recruit people on
vacant posts on a con-
tractual basis.

New Delhi, May 24 (PTI):

The National Health
Authority (NHA) under its
flagship Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission
scheme has launched a re-
vamped Ayushman
Bharat Health Account
mobile application, ac-
cording to a statement is-
sued on Tuesday.

The Ayushman Bharat
Health Account (ABHA)
app, previously known as
NDHM Health Records
app, which is available on
Google Play Store, already
has over 4 lakh downloads,
it said.

The updated version of
the ABHA app has a new
user interface and added
functionalities that enable
individuals to access their
health records anytime
and anywhere, the NHA

statement said.
The ABHA mobile appli-

cation enables an individ-
ual to create an easy to re-
member username that
can be linked with the 14-
digit randomly generated
ABHA number.

It also enables the users
to link their health records
created at Ayushman
Bharat Digital Mission
(ABDM) compliant health
facility and view them on
their smartphones, the
statement said.

The app also allows
users to upload their
health records, such as di-
agnostic reports, prescrip-
tions, and CoWIN vaccina-
tion certificates, to the
ABDM-compliant health
lockers and share those
through the network.

Additionally, ABHA mo-
bile application has new

functionalities that allow
one to edit a profile, and
link and unlink ABHA
number with ABHA ad-
dress.

Other functionalities
such as login via face au-
thentication, fingerprint,
biometric and the ability
to scan a QR code at the
counter of an ABDM-com-
pliant facility for express
registration shall be re-
leased soon, the statement
said.

Elaborating on the app,
Dr R S Sharma, CEO, of
NHA said, “The ABHA
app will be instrumental
in helping citizens to cre-
ate their longitudinal
health records. They can
access their health records
with the help of their
ABHA address in seconds
which will empower them
in many ways.”

NHA launches revamped Ayushman
Bharat Health Account mobile app

One held over ‘provocative

sloganeering’ 

in PFI rally in Kerala
AAllaappppuuzzhhaa((KKeerr)),,  MMaayy  2244  ((PPTTII)):: One
person was apprehended on Tuesday
by the police in connection with a case
relating to alleged provocative slogans
raised by a minor boy during a march
organised by the Popular Front of India
(PFI) in coastal Alappuzha, a purport-
ed video of which had gone viral.

PFI Alappuzha district secretary
Mujeeb, its secretary Navas and other
identifiable persons have been named
in the FIR. “As of now, we have taken
one person into custody. We are ques-
tioning him. Further action will fol-
low,” the police told PTI. In the FIR,
based on a complaint filed by
Vijayakumar P K, police have included
various sections of the Indian Penal
Code and the Kerala Police Act.
Section 153-A (Promoting enmity
between different groups on grounds
of religion), 295-A (Deliberate and
malicious acts, intended to outrage
religious feelings of any class), 505 (1)
(b) (act against the public tranquility),
505 (1) (c), 505 (2), 506(criminal intim-
idation) of the IPC and 120 (o) of KP
Act are included in the FIR.

All govt buildings in Goa should be handed

over to PWD for maintenance: Minister
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RESCUE WORK

Iranians rescuers scour the rubble at the site where a ten-storey building collapsed,
as rescue operations continue in the southwestern city of Abadan. At least six people
died and dozens were injured or missing under rubble after an unfinished high-rise
building collapsed in southwestern Iran, officials said.

BRIEF

4 teens shot dead 
Washington: Four
teenagers were shot
dead within hours of
each other in a small
South Carolina city
over the weekend,
prompting the area
high school to switch
to virtual learning
while officers stepped
up patrols, authori-
ties said. No arrests
have been made in
the shooting early
Sunday in Newberry
that killed a 16-year-
old and in the deaths
of three teens in a
shooting that after-
noon about a block
away in the city of
10,200 people,
Newberry Police
Chief Chief Kevin
Goodman said. All
the victims are some-
how connected. They
knew each other.

Civilians killed 
United Nations:
Spokesman Stephane
Dujarric said Monday
that U.N. staff on the
ground remain con-
cerned about the im-
pact on civilians by the
reported fierce fight-
ing in eastern
Luhansk, Donetsk and
Kharkiv regions. He
said people are being
killed or injured.
Homes, civilian infra-
structure and residen-
tial buildings have
been damaged or de-
stroyed.

Drone kills three
Cairo: Yemen’s
Houthi rebels said
Monday that three
people were killed in
the country’s capital
when a drone aircraft
crashed in a neigh-
borhood after being
shot down. In a state-
ment, the Houthis
said that their air de-
fense system downed
the surveillance
drone and that it be-
longed to the Saudi-
led coalition with
which they are at
war. The Houthi
claims could not be
immediately verified.
A spokesman for the
coalition did not im-
mediately respond to
a request for com-
ment.

Colombo, May 24 (PTI):

The Sri Lankan Cabinet
has approved seeking a 500
million dollar loan from
the Exim Bank of India for
the purchase of petroleum
products amid a severe for-
eign exchange crisis in the
island nation.

Sri Lanka has been
mulling different options
to facilitate measures to
prevent fuel pumps from
going dry, as the country
faces a severe foreign ex-
change crisis to pay for its
imports. The country is
grappling with an un-
precedented economic tur-
moil, the worst since its in-
dependence from Britain
in 1948. It is struggling
with a shortage of almost

all essentials, due to the
lack of dollars to pay for
the imports.

At the Cabinet meeting
held on Monday, a propos-
al was approved to seek an
Indian Exim Bank loan to
purchase fuel, Energy
Minister Kanchana
Wijesekera said on
Tuesday. In the present
economic conditions pre-
vailing approval was
granted for the proposal
by the power and energy
minister to seek a 500 mil-
lion dollar loan from the
Indian Exim Bank for the
purchase of petroleum
products, a Cabinet note
said. Sri Lanka had al-
ready received 500 million
dollars from the Exim
Bank of India and another

200 million from the State
Bank of India for oil pur-
chases, Wijesekara said.

From June, Sri Lanka is
estimated to need 530 mil-
lion US dollars for fuel im-
ports in the current forex
crisis. Crisis-hit Sri Lanka
on Tuesday and also
raised the petrol price by
24.3 per cent and diesel by
38.4 per cent, a record hike
in fuel prices amidst the
country’s worst economic
crisis due to the shortage
of foreign exchange re-
serves. On Monday, India
said it has delivered
around 40,000 metric
tonnes of petrol to Sri
Lanka, days after supply-
ing 40,000 metric tonnes of
diesel under the Indian
credit line to help ease the

acute fuel shortage. India
extended an additional
USD 500 million credit line
to Sri Lanka last month to
help the neighbouring
country import fuel as it
has been struggling to pay
for imports after its for-
eign exchange reserves
plummeted sharply in re-
cent times, causing a de-
valuation of its currency
and spiralling inflation.
The economic crisis has
also triggered a political
crisis in Sri Lanka and a
demand for the resigna-
tion of President
Gotabaya Rajapaksa. The
crisis has already forced
prime minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa, the elder broth-
er of the president, to re-
sign on May 9.

Sri Lanka seeks USD 500-million loan
from India for fuel purchases

Beijing, May 24 (PTI):

As US President Joe
Biden launched a new
trade deal with 12 Indo-
Pacific nations, including
India, to enhance trade,
economic and investment
opportunities, China,
which sees the pact as a
threat to its dominance in
the region, went on the of-
fensive against it, promis-
ing more opening up,
while the official media
here termed it as econom-
ic NATO.

On the eve of the Quad
summit in Tokyo, Biden
on Monday launched the
ambitious Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for
Prosperity (IPEF), which
is an initiative aimed at
deeper cooperation among
like-minded countries in
areas such as clean energy,

supply-chain resilience
and digital trade.

The IPEF is expected to
send across a signal that
the US is focused on push-
ing forward a strong eco-
nomic policy for the re-
gion to counter China’s ag-
gressive strategy on trade
in the region. The coun-
tries joining at the launch
of the US-led initiative are
Australia, Brunei
Darussalam, India,
Indonesia, Japan,
Republic of Korea,
Malaysia, New Zealand,
the Philippines,
Singapore, Thailand, and
Vietnam.

The US-led trade deal
has already caused con-
sternation in Beijing as its
Foreign Minister Wang Yi
on the same day offered
more higher cooperation
to the Indo-Pacific region

with better Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) projects
and investments.

Addressing the
Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and
the Pacific (ESCAP)
through a video link
around the same time the
IPEF was launched on
Monday, Wang said the
Asia-Pacific region is
where China lives and
thrives .

China will continue to
focus on the Asia-Pacific
for its benefit and make
greater contributions to
its lasting peace and sus-
tainable development with
concrete actions,” he said.

Without naming IPEF,
Wang said Beijing will ad-
vance China’s accession to
the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement
for Trans-Pacific

Partnership and the
Digital Economy
Partnership Agreement to
counter the new trade and
economic initiative of the
Quad alliance.

He said Beijing will
strengthen dialogue and
cooperation” with other
Asia-Pacific countries to
implement the Global
Security Initiative (GSI),
widely seen as Beijing’s
initiative to counter the
Quad alliance, which com-
prises India, the US, Japan
and Australia.

He reiterated his criti-
cism against Quad, saying
the region should
unswervingly safeguard
peace and stability and un-
equivocally reject any at-
tempt to introduce mili-
tary blocs and bloc con-
frontation into the Asia-
Pacific region.

China goes on offensive against IPEF, projects
it as ‘economic NATO’ to blunt its dominance

Beijing, May 24 (AP):

China’s foreign minister
met with the UN’s top
human rights official on
her visit to the country and
shared with her that China
opposes politicising human
rights and imposing double
standards, its foreign min-
istry said. Foreign Minister
Wang Yi met Michelle
Bachelet in the southern
city of Guangzhou on
Monday as she started a
trip that is the first to
China by a UN high com-
missioner for human rights
since 2005.

Her six-day, fact-finding
visit is focused on allega-
tions of abuses against
Muslim minorities in the
northwestern region of
Xinjiang, but rights groups
fear her visit will help
whitewash the abuses.

China locked up an esti-
mated million or more
members of Uyghur,
Kazakh and other Muslim
minorities in what critics
describe as a campaign to
obliterate their distinct cul-
tural identities. China says
it has nothing to hide and
welcomes all those without
political bias to visit
Xinjiang and view what it
describes as a successful
campaign to fight terror-
ism and restore order and
ethnic cohesion. From
Guangzhou, Bachelet will
travel to Kashgar, once a
stop on the Silk Road, and
Urumqi, the Xinjiang capi-
tal. The UN and China
barred foreign media from
accompanying Bachelet,
and it’s unclear who she
will meet and how much ac-
cess she will be granted
throughout her visit. The

UN quoted Bachelet as
telling Wang that she was
looking forward to ex-
changes with many differ-
ent people during my visit,
particularly with govern-
ment officials, business
leaders, academics, stu-
dents and members of the
civil society working on
human rights and other so-
cial and economic issues.
While we will be discussing
sensitive and important is-
sues, I hope this will help
us to build confidence and
enable us to work together
in advancing human rights
in China and globally,
Bachelet was quoted as say-
ing.

Wang noted that to ad-
vance the international
cause of human rights, we
must first, respect each
other and refrain from
politicising human rights.”

Wang meets top UN rights official
as she opens Xinjiang trip

Baghdad, May 24 (AP):

A sandstorm blanketed
parts of the Middle East
on Monday, including Iraq,
Syria and Iran, sending
people to hospitals and dis-
rupting flights in some

places.
It was the latest in a se-

ries of unprecedented
nearly back-to-back sand-
storms this year that have
bewildered residents and
raised alarm among ex-
perts and officials, who

blame climate change
and poor governmental
regulations.

From Riyadh to
Tehran, bright orange
skies and a thick veil of
grit signaled yet another
stormy day Monday.
Sandstorms are typical
in late spring and sum-
mer, spurred by seasonal
winds. But this year they
have occurred nearly
every week in Iraq since
March. Iraqi authorities
declared the day a na-
tional holiday, urging
government workers and
residents to stay home in
anticipation of the 10th
storm to hit the country
in the last two months.
The Health Ministry
stockpiled cannisters of
oxygen at facilities in
hard-hit areas, according
to a statement.

More hardship as new sandstorm
engulfs parts of Middle East Washington, May 24 (AP):

Facebook parent Meta
said it will start publicly pro-
viding more details about
how advertisers target peo-
ple with political ads just
months ahead of the U.S.
midterm elections.

The announcement fol-
lows years of criticism that
the social media platforms
withhold too much informa-
tion about how campaigns,

special interest groups and
politicians use the platform
to target small pockets of
people with polarizing, divi-
sive or misleading messages.

Meta, which also owns
Instagram, said it will start
releasing details in July
about the demographics and
interests of audiences who
are targeted with ads that
run on its two primary so-
cial networks.

The company will also

share how much advertisers
spent in an effort to target
people in certain states. By
making advertiser targeting
criteria available for analy-
sis and reporting on ads run
about social issues, elections
and politics, we hope to help
people better understand the
practices used to reach po-
tential voters on our tech-
nologies, Jeff King wrote in
a statement posted to Meta’s
website.

Facebook, Instagram to reveal more on how ads target users

In the past week we have
moved closer to answering
these questions, with an ar-
ticle published in BMJ
Global Health, which found
dogs could detect COVID al-
most as well as PCR tests,
in some circumstances.

What did the
researchers test?

This article reported the
results of two studies. In
both studies, four dogs
were tested to see how well
they detected COVID from
skin swabs taken from peo-
ple with or without COVID
(according to the gold-stan-
dard test, PCR).

These dogs didn't  just
come off the streets; they
had already had a signifi-
cant amount of training in
sniffing out drugs, danger-
ous goods or cancer.

The first study
In the first study, the re-

searchers looked at
whether the dogs could
identify COVID in the skin
swabs of 420 volunteers,
114 of whom had tested pos-
itive to COVID by PCR.

The study was rigorous,
with various precautions
against the results being
compromised. This includ-
ed an elaborate study pro-
tocol that involved a num-
ber of separate assistants

and a dog handler. None of
them knew whether the
sample was from someone
with COVID, so they could
not influence the outcome,
intentionally or uninten-
tionally.

The dogs detected COVID
with a sensitivity of 92%
(which refers to their abili-
ty to correctly identify
those with infection) and a
specificity of 91% (their
ability to correctly identify
those without infection).

Although there was some
variation between dogs,
they all performed excep-
tionally well. There are no
significant disclaimers
here, this was a great re-
sult.

The second study The
second study was impor-
tant as its goal was to see
how well the dogs could do
in the messiness of the real
world. This real-life trial
involved the dogs sniffing
303 incoming passengers at
H e l s i n k i - V a n t a a
Inter national Airport in
Finland. Each passenger
also took a PCR test.

The dogs matched the
PCR results in 296 out of
303 (98%) of the samples
and they correctly identi-
fied the swabs as negative
in 296 out of 300 (99%) sam-

ples. The important consid-
eration in interpreting this
result is this happened dur-
ing airport screening, a sit-
uation where you wouldn't
expect many people to test
positive.

In this type of low-preva-
lence environment, you
want dogs to be able to
screen passengers with a
high negative predictive
value .

That is, you want the
dogs to be able to identify
people who are not carry-
ing the virus to differenti-
ate them from those who
may be carrying it. Then
you would carry out confir-
matory PCR testing on that
last group.

In an environment where
the prevalence of COVID is
around 1%, such as an air-
port, the researchers esti-
mated the negative predic-
tive value for dogs screen-
ing for COVID to be 99.9%.
That is, the dogs would be
expected to correctly ex-
clude 99.9% of passengers
as having COVID. This is
another fantastic result.

Low tech and instant
In a world where we rely

on expensive technological
solutions, there is some-
thing reassuring about
finding a low-tech option

for screening COVID.
Importantly, however, the
study highlights dogs are
quick to train for this task
and are ideal for screening
in high-throughput set-
tings, such as airports,
given how accurate they
are and the fact they give
instant results.

Although nothing should
surprise us about our clos-
est friend, another incredi-
ble outcome from this
study was the suggestion
the dogs may have been
able to distinguish be-
tween the variants of
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that
causes COVID.

While other possible ex-
planations cannot be ex-
cluded, the performance of
the dogs seemed to drop
with the emergence of the
Alpha variant.

This was attributed to
the dogs being able to iden-
tify a dif ference between
this variant and the wild-
type virus on which they
were originally trained.

These studies confir m
nothing could be further
from the truth when we
say you can't teach an old
dog new tricks.

Writer is  Associate
Professor, Epidemiology,
Deakin University.
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India needs to
show its prowess

to Quad

II ndia had already shown its
determination and strength by

importing oil from Russia and also
making payment in Rupee-Rooble
as required and this act of India was
opposed by many countries but
India maintained its neutrality.Quad
is a diplomatic network of four
countries Australia, India, Japan
and USA and it will be the first sum-
mit in May 24 meeting of leaders
face to face since the outbreak of
the Ukraine war,Sri Lanka plunging
into economic crises, Australia vot-
ing for new PM etc. The world order
in the Indo-Pacific region is rapidly
changing and in these circum-
stances, it is important for these
four countries to meet and commit
to support an open, inclusive and
resilient region.PM Modi will get
the chance to have separate one to
one meeting with all the other three
Head of states Chinese comments
made on holding on QUAD are not
appreciable and  termed the Quad
grouping as “steeped in the obso-
lete Cold War and zero sum mental-
ity and reeks of military confronta-
tion” adding that “It runs counter to
the trend of the times and is
doomed to be rejected.”
The two leaders Narendra Modi and
Anthony Albanese are likely to
'review India-Australia comprehen-
sive strategic partnership' amongst
other things in their probable meet-
ing. The two leaders will review the
India-Australia comprehensive
strategic partnership and exchange
views on regional and global devel-
opments of mutual interest. The last
bilateral meeting was held with
Australian Prime Minister virtually
in March this year. Countries like
Japan, Australia, India and USA
(Quad) share fundamental values
and are committed to strengthening
a free and open international order
based on the rule of law. The four
countries have been promoting
practical cooperation in various
fields, including vaccines, infra-
structure, climate change, and crit-
ical and emerging technologies, to
realise a “Free and Open Indo-
Pacific (FOIP).” The four countries
have also concurred on the impor-
tance of making positive contribu-
tion to the region and the meetings
are being held regularly since
November 2017. Last time when all
these Quad member countries met
was on a virtual platform at the
March 12 Summit in 2021 and dis-
cussed development, cooperation
on the Indo-Pacific, vaccines, tech-
nology, climate change, and supply
chain management. Following
which the leaders also released a
joint statement that has come to be
known as ‘The Spirit of the Quad’. .
The joint statement by no means
indicated that the Quad is a military
coalition but then it highlighted its
core agenda to make the Indo-
Pacific an inclusive, free, and open
region, in which the rule of law is
upheld. For India bilateral relations
with ‘like-minded’ and ‘friendly’
nations with the backdrop of the
Quad can be strengthened further
through information sharing agree-
ments, arms exchange agreements,
defence ties, and much more. Also,
economically, India has an opportu-
nity to showcase a preferred desti-
nation for investment, especially
after the COVID-19 outbreak and
India’s surge in the pharmaceutical
industry and its potential to boost
its pharmaceutical prowess and to
assert its leadership in the post-
pandemic India will be a great ben-
eficiary of this summit in various
fields of cooperation among the
four countries.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,    JJaallaannddhhaarr  

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

RRaajjddeeeepp  SSaarrddeessaaii
@@ssaarrddeessaaiirraajjddeeeepp

TN’s very knowledgeable
and combative finance

min @ptrmadurai defends
his state’s decision not to
slash fuel taxes. Listening
to him, you wonder: why
doesn’t the oppn have a
‘shadow cabinet’ of their

best voices? 

AAsshhookk  GGeehhlloott@@aasshhookkggeehhlloott5511
Paying tributes to former

Rajasthan PCC President Padma
Shri Laxmi Kumari Chundawat ji

on her death anniversary. Her
contribution to Rajasthani litera-

ture and service to the people
would always be remembered.

SSaammbbiitt  PPaattrraa@@ssaammbbiittsswwaarraajj
Held a meeting with the

karyakatas of Lathipada GP,
Nayagarh A/C, along with the for-

mer Nayagarh MLA candidate
Smt. Irani Ray Ji and discussed
the strengthening of  organiza-

tional structure at grassroot level.

RRaahhuull  GGaannddhhii
@@RRaahhuullGGaannddhhii

India’s 10-lakh strong 
all-women ASHA workers

are our pride. WHO’s award
recognises their selfless

service.This visionary 
initiative of UPA from 2005
is the lifeline of our health

infra.GOI must ensure better
wages and work conditions.

ASHA workers deserve 
a life of dignity.

Amit Malviya@amitmalviya
Leading the world… a picture is worth a thousand words.

AArriinnddaamm  BBaaggcchhii@@MMEEAAIInnddiiaa
Discussed ways to strengthen

cooperation in trade, investment,
technology, defence, P2P ties
between the two countries.
Concluded with substantive 

outcomes adding 
depth and momentum to the

bilateral partnership.

After the Babri mosque, Varanasi’s famous Gyanvapi Masjid, situat-
ed near the iconic Kashi Vishwanath Temple, has come under the
scanner after a Varanasi's civil court ordered a detailed survey of
the disputed Gyanvapi complex following several petitions that
Hindu deities and objects were present inside the mosque. The con-
troversy over the Gyanvapi mosque in Varanasi is a big test for the
Indian judicial system. The legal process that has been set in motion
by a lower court in Varanasi and upheld by no less than the
Allahabad High Court last month contravenes the terms of the
Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991, that was passed
under the P V Narasimha Rao government. The purpose of this Act,
passed in the high tide of the Ram Mandir movement, was to main-
tain the religious nature of a place of worship as it stood on August
15, 1947. The Act bars conversion of a place of worship, preserves
its religious character as it existed at Independence, and by SC’s
2019 interpretation in the Ayodhya judgment, it places “a bar on the
institution of fresh suits or legal proceedings”. The court-appointed
Commission to conduct a video graphics survey of the Kashi
Vishwanath temple-Gyanvapi Mosque complex in its report said the
members saw Hindu symbols like lotus, 'swastika', 'Trishul' (tri-
dent), and bell shapes in the building. The Supreme Court’s decision
to shift the Gyanvapi suit from a civil judge to the Varanasi district
judge, who the court said is “senior and experienced”, prolongs a
matter the apex court could have ended. Having accepted the spe-
cial leave petition against the Varanasi court ordering a survey, the
SC should have used its discretionary powers under Article 136 to
enforce the 1991 Act, which it praised fulsomely in the Ayodhya
judgment. The district judge will decide first on the Muslim side’s
plea for rejecting the plaint under Order 7, Rule 11 of the Civil
Procedure Code. Last September too, the SC had said that when a
suit is barred by law, reliefs sought under it cannot be granted and
the plaint is liable to be rejected to “put an end to the sham litiga-
tion so that no more judicial time is wasted”. In this case, the 1991
law minces no words in its statement of object and reasons – it says
that in view of “controversies arising from time to time on conver-
sion of places of worship” the Act seeks to “foreclose any contro-
versy”. Equally worrisome is SC’s oral observation that the 1991 Act
only bars change in religious character but not ascertainment of
religious character. Several claims and counter-claims prevail
regarding the historicity and sequence of events pertaining to the
original temple site, but without attestation of historical scholar-
ship. The Kashi Vishwanath Temple-Gyanvapi Mosque dispute was
raised by the BJP, the VHP, and the RSS during the campaign for
construction of Ram temple in Ayodhya along with the
Krishanjanma Bhoomi-Shahi Idgah Masjid in Mathura. They claimed
that all the three mosques were built after demolishing Hindu tem-
ples. Such disputes should not be allowed to fester as not only is
judicial time being wasted by such litigations, public order and rule
of law are at risk.

Gyanvapi mosque case: 
A festering dispute

In 1998 that is 24 years back on 11th May India carried out first
nuclear weapon test under the Vajpayee government. The event
was celebrated with fanfare; public was jubilant over that India has
now become a power to reckon with. Those who termed the event
as a step towards mutually assured destruction were ridiculed. But
just after 17 days on 28th May Pakistan too did the same. Observers
felt that Pakistan has become at par with India in nuclear weapons
race. Mood of the supporters of nuclear weapons in the country got
subdued. Some experts argued that India who had superiority over
Pakistan in conventional warfare has lost that since both countries
have become nuclear armed. Exact figure unknown but there are
estimates that both have 100 plus nuclear weapons each.  The
nuclear lobby argued that these weapons will serve as deterrent to
war between the two countries who have been having perpetual
tension since long. This hypothesis however was proved wrong as in
about a year there was war between India and Pakistan at Kargil
front in 1999.  Terrorism from across the border continues unabat-
ed. There was terrorist attack on the Indian Parliament after which
armies of the two countries were face to face on high alert with fear
of use of nuclear weapons looming large. Possession of nuclear
weapons has not deterred standoff between India and China either.
There were skirmishes between the two at Galwan in June 2020.
Now the nuclear lobby is actively propagating that if Ukraine had
nuclear weapons, Russia would have not attacked.   South Asia
comprises of eight nations: India, Pakistan, Bhutan, Nepal,
Bangladesh, Afghanistan and the island nations Sri Lanka and the
Maldives. Although South Asia occupies only 3.4% of the world’s
land area, the region is home to approximately 24% of the world’s
population, making it the most densely populated place on earth.
Despite being rich in natural resources, it is among the poorest
regions of the world in terms of per capita income, with 40% of the
world’s poor living here. Still countries of the region especially India
and Pakistan spend lot on arms race.  Expenditure on nuclear
weapons adds to their defence budget. As a result the countries of
the region are left with little to spend on health, education and
development.   Arms race in the region on the rise. With the ambi-
tion to become arms exporter India has already signed a $375 mil-
lion agreement with Philippines to supply supersonic shore-based
anti-ship BrahMos missile system with a range of 290 km developed
jointly with Russia. Reports are that more such agreements are like-
ly to be signed with Vietnam and Indonesia. With China acquiring
advanced weapons system India has the excuse to manufacture and
export arms. After China made its first nuclear bomb in 1964, there
was lot of pressure on India to build nuclear weapons.    The peace
movements have multifaceted tasks ahead. They have to build
strong public opinion for disarmament. Medical peace activists
have to explain how the arms race is affecting our health adverse-
ly. The message of the study by Dr. Ira Helfand, Co-President
IPPNW on climatic consequences of limited nuclear war using 100
Hiroshima sized atomic bombs between India and Pakistan, which
would put over two billion people at risk, has to be taken down to
the masses as well as the decision makers.   Steps need to be taken
for a lasting peace and nuclear disarmament in the region.
Structural drivers for war have to be identified and peace activities
have to be designed accordingly. India has been the harbinger of
the non-aligned movement, which was initiated by the first Prime
Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru along with Marshal Tito of Yugoslavia
and Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt. The basic thrust of this move-
ment has been non alignment from any blocks, based on the princi-
ple of respect to sovereignty and integrity of other nations. India
also proposed the Rajiv Gandhi action plan for nuclear disarmament
in 1988.      

South Asia should be a
nuclear weapons free zone
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of Japan Fumio Kishida, U.S. President Joe Biden and Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese launch the Quad Fellowship, during the Quad Leaders’ Summit at Kantei Palace, in Tokyo, Tuesday.

Can sniffer dogs really detect 
COVID almost as well as a PCR test? 

HHaarrsshh  GGooeennkkaa@@hhvvggooeennkkaa
If you expect that the world
will be fair with you because
you are nice, you are fooling

yourself. That’s like expecting
the lion not to eat you because

you didn’t eat him.

QUAD LEADERS SUMMIT

HASSAN VALLY Dogs have an exceptional sense of smell. We take advantage of this ability in many

ways, including by training them to find illicit drugs, dangerous goods and even people.

In recent years, a dog's sense of smell has also been used in the medical field. These re-

markable animals can be trained to sniff out cancer, diabetes, and extraordinarily, epilep-

tic seizures before they occur.Early in the pandemic the possibility of using dogs to sniff

out COVID was explored in a few countries. And although the results of these early trials

surpassed most people's expectations, many questions remained. These included how well

these findings would stand up to more rigorous scientific scrutiny and how well dogs

would perform outside the artificial environment of the research laboratory.
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Spiritual products

Kolkata: The NR
Group, owner of in-
cense stick brand
Cycle, on Tuesday said
it will foray into the
unorganised spiritual
products market
which is estimated to
be Rs 30,000 crore. The
world's largest manu-
facturer of incense
sticks also said that
the Agarbathi indus-
try will be largely out
of import dependence
on raw materials in 7-
10 years. "We have or-
ganised the Agarbathi
market. Now we will
organise the spiritual
products market
which has a host of
small products used in
puja. The market is es-
timated to be Rs 30,000
crore and remains un-
organised, Cycle Pure
Agarbathi managing
director Arjun Ranga
said here. The compa-
ny has already started
creating back end for
the segment, he said.

Exports rises 
New Delhi: The coun-
try's exports rose by
21.1 per cent to USD
23.7 billion during
May 1-21, on account
of healthy growth in
various sectors, such
as petroleum prod-
ucts, engineering, and
electronic goods, an
official said. During
the second week of
this month (May 15-
21), the exports grew
by about 24 per cent to
USD 8.03 billion, the
official added.
Petroleum products,
engineering, and elec-
tronic goods' exports
during May 1-21 ex-
panded by 81.1 per
cent, about 17 per cent
and about 44 per cent,
respectively. The total
figure for May is likely
to be realised by the
commerce ministry in
June. In April, the ex-
ports rose by 30.7 per
cent to USD 40.19 bil-
lion. Imports during
the month grew by
30.97 per cent to USD
60.3 billion.

Pest control 

New Delhi: To ensure
chilli growers do not
incur losses due to
pest infestation again
this year, Telangana
agriculture minister S
Niranjan Reddy on
Tuesday asked the
Centre to make avail-
able effective pest con-
trol chemicals during
the coming kharif
season. Reddy, who
met Union agriculture
minister Narendra
Singh Tomar on this
issue at Krishi
Bhavan here, said
Telanagna is one of
the key red chilli
growing states in the
country. About 3.88
lakh acres was under
chilli cultivation in
2021-22 in the state.
However during the
last year, 80 per cent of
the chilli area was af-
fected due to infesta-
tion of black thrips,
which led to huge loss-
es for farmers, he said.
The Telangana minis-
ter informed Tomar
that farmers could not
control pest last year
despite repeated
sprays of chemicals
available in the mar-
ket and faced severe
losses.

New Delhi, May 24: 

Making a strong case for
promoting e-procurement,
CAG Girish Chandra
Murmu on Tuesday said it
has the potential to elimi-
nate avenues for corrup-
tion and rent-seeking in
public procurement. The
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG)
was speaking at the e-sem-
inar of INTOSAI Working
Group on IT Audit
(WGITA) on the topic
'Auditing e-procurement
systems', hosted virtually
by SAI India. "There is no
doubt that e-procurement
has potential to eliminate
avenues for corruption
and rent-seeking in public
procurement. E-procure-
ment with its promise of
transparency, is also a de-
terrent to collusion be-
tween officials and the

suppliers as a digital trail
for every transaction is
recorded," said Murmu, as
the Chair WGITA.
However, Supreme Audit
Institutions (SAIs) need to
remain vigilant as discre-
tion in many steps in the
procurement process con-
tinues, leaving scope for
corruption, he added.
Murmu informed the par-
ticipants that in India, e-
Procurement by govern-

ment is identified as a
Mission Mode Project
under the National E-
Governance Plan with the
objective to transform gov-
ernment /public sector
purchase activity from
labour-intensive paper
based activity to an effi-
cient e-procurement
process. The two major
public sector e-procure-
ment platforms in India
are the Government e-
Procurement System of
the National Informatics
Centre (GePNIC) and the
Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) portal.
The CAG said that goods
worth USD 13 billion were
procured through
Government e-
Marketplace (GeM) in the
last fiscal year. E-procure-
ment has replaced paper
tendering and manual pro-
curement in government.

Murmu emphasised that
auditors, as guardians of
public accountability, need
to acknowledge and absorb
the changes brought in by
massive digitalisation of
government work and, ac-
cordingly, evolve and mani-
fest dynamic guidelines
and methodologies in au-
dits. Audit, he said, is no
more a year-on-year per-
spective, peeping through a
tunnel, but is a process of
looking at investments
through binoculars into
the future. Thus, SAIs need
to build internal capacity
for robust IT security au-
dits to accurately identify
lapses in cyber security of
the governments' function-
alities, he added. The IN-
TOSAI Working Group on
IT Audit, has a member-
ship of about 63 Supreme
Audit Institutions (SAIs)
worldwide.

E-procurement eliminates
avenues for corruption: CAG

Davos, May 24: 

Pitching India as one of
the best investment desti-
nations globally, Union
Minister Piyush Goyal on
Tuesday asked global busi-
ness leaders at the World
Economic Forum Annual
Meeting to "come to India
and grow with India".
Goyal, who has been meet-
ing a host of global leaders
here since Saturday, reiter-
ated India's position as one
of the world's most pre-
ferred investment destina-
tions and told them about
the massive scope and
range of opportunities it
presents to investors glob-
ally. The Commerce and
Industry Minister, who ad-
dressed a breakfast ses-
sion on Tuesday morning,
said there was so much in-
terest in India among
those present here that he
was finding it hard to ad-
just his calendar, but was

trying to accommodate
everyone as all of them are
important and are keen to
make large investments.

On Monday evening, he
also met John Kerry and
discussed future tracks for
India-US Climate and
Clean Energy Agenda 2030
Partnership. In his meet-
ing with Deutsche Bank
chairman-elect Alexander
R Wynaendts, he discussed
how the financial institu-
tion can further comple-
ment the Indian govern-
ment's sustainable growth
agenda.

Goyal meets global leaders,
pitches India among best
investment destinationsNew Delhi, May 24: 

India's crude oil produc-
tion fell 1 per cent in April
after lower output from
fields operated by the pri-
vate sector wiped away
gains by state-owned firms
such as ONGC, official
data showed Tuesday.
India produced 2.47 mil-
lion tonnes of crude oil in
April, down from 2.5 mil-
lion tonnes in the same
month last year, according
to data released by the
Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas. Oil and
Natural Gas Corporation
(ONGC) produced 1.65 mil-
lion tonnes of crude oil in
April, which was nearly 5
per cent more than the tar-
get set for it and 0.86 per
cent high than the 1.63 mil-
lion tonnes produced last
year. Oil India Ltd (OIL)
produced 3.6 per cent more
crude at 2,51,460 tonnes
but fields operated by the
private sector produced 7.5
per cent less crude oil at
5,67,570 tonnes.

Mumbai, May 24:  

British premium motor-
cycle brand Triumph on
Tuesday said it has
launched an all-new
Tiger 1200 adventure
motorcycle in four
variants, including
new long-range
Explorers, in the
country with a
price starting at
Rs 19,19 lakh (ex-
showroom pan-
India).

The all-new Tiger 1200
family includes both the
Pro variants -- GT Pro and
Rally Pro) and the long-
range variants -- GT
Explorer and Rally
Explorer, the company
said. With the addition of
the Tiger 1200 range,
Triumph now has the
strongest adventure mo-
torcycle portfolio among
premium manufacturers
in India, with nine motor-
cycles, it added. The Tiger
adventure range now com-
prises Sport 660, 850 Sport,
900 GT, 900 Rally, 900 Rally

Pro, 1200 GT Pro, 1200

Rally Pro, 1200 GT
Explorer and 1200 Rally
Explorer to suit every ad-
venture motorcyclist, tour-
er or an off-road enthusi-
ast, the company said. "We
are excited to introduce
the all-new Tiger 1200 fam-
ily to our diverse portfolio
of ultimate adventure mo-
torcycle range in India.
With the launch of the
biggest Tiger, we have fur-
ther strengthened our
presence in the category
while resetting the expec-
tations of our brand loyal-
ists and enthusiasts," said

Shoeb Farooq, Business
Head at Triumph
Motorcycles India.

Tiger 1200 is aimed at
taking the competition to

the next level and set-
ting new benchmarks
in the large capacity

adventure motorcy-
cles, he added.

Explorer variants of
the Tiger 1200 will add
even more adrenaline
to the riders, who like

to take on the unex-
plored trails and conquer

every part of the world,
Farooq said. "We had a
great financial year in
terms of sales attributed
to new launches and over-
all consolidation of the
brand. We are poised to re-
peat the same and look for-
ward to welcoming the big
adventure riders into the
exciting world of Triumph
Motorcycles," he added.
The motorcycle comes
with a class-leading 16,000
km or 12 months service
interval, making it easier
for the riders to own it,
Triumph said.

Triumph launches all-new Tiger 1200
adventure motorcycle in four variants

New Delhi, May 24:  

Former World Bank
chief economist Kaushik
Basu on Tuesday said that
even though the funda-
mentals of the Indian
economy are strong, the
rise in divisiveness and po-
larisation in the country is
damaging the 'founda-
tions' of the nation's
growth. Basu further said
India's big challenge is un-
employment and jobless-
ness as youth unemploy-
ment in India is over 24
per cent, which is among
the highest in the world.
"A nation's growth does
not depend on economic
policy alone. There is
mounting evidence that

trust among people is a big
determinant of a nation's
economic success," he told
PTI in an interview.

"The rise in divisiveness
and polarization in Indian
society is sad not just in it-
self but because it is dam-
aging the foundations of
the nation's growth," the
eminent economist added.
According to Basu, India
has strong fundamentals -

a large entrepreneurial
class, highly skilled work-
ers, and though it has been
falling over the last few
years, high investment to
GDP ratio.

Replying to a question
on high inflation, the emi-
nent economist said infla-
tion that India is witness-
ing is a global phenome-
non and it is caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic and
the war in Ukraine, and
the supply-chain bottle-
necks that arose because
of these factors. "Though
the cause of inflation is be-
yond India, what worries
me is we are not doing
enough to protect the poor
and the middle classes," he
noted.

New Delhi, May 24: 

South Korean consumer
electronics major LG is tar-
geting for a 32 per cent share
of the Indian TV market in
2022, with a gain of around 5
per cent to become the num-
ber one player in the seg-
ment, a top company official
said. The company is bank-
ing on its country-specific
product line-up with local
insights, expansion of retail
and after-sales network, as it
seeks to be the leading play-
er in the TV segment provid-
ing a quality viewing experi-
ence to its customers, LG
Electronics India Director-
Home Entertainment Hak
Hyun Kim told PTI.

"Our aspiration is to be
the number one TV brand.
We would have around 32
per cent market share when
we exit 2022," Hyun Kim
said in an interview here.
The Indian TV market is es-
timated to be at USD 4.6 bil-
lion (around Rs 35,700 crore
by value) and the South
Korean firm had close to 27
per cent market share in

2021, he added. LG is one of
the few brands which manu-
factures TV panels in India
with an R&D set-up to create
products based on local in-
sights.

"We understand the
Indian consumer much bet-
ter and it is helping us to im-
prove our market share year
on year," he said, adding,
"We are launching India in-
sight products which are
value for money." "The com-
pany is sensing exponential

growth in the extra-large
segment. It is growing be-
yond 1X and 2X," said Kim,
adding, "It is just 5 to 6 per
cent of the market but it is
growing exponentially."
After the Covid pandemic,
the TV viewing habits of
consumers have trans-
formed. People now want to
have a cinematic experience
at home with ultra-large
screens and the company is
witnessing those behaviour-
al changes, he said.

LG eyes leadership position with 32 pc
share of Indian TV market

Bollywood actor Shah Rukh Khan attends the launch event of LG
OLED TV, in New Delhi, Tuesday, May 24, 2022.

Mumbai, May 24: 

Equity indices failed to
hold on to morning gains
on Tuesday, with the
Sensex falling 236 points
amid a sell-off in IT stocks
and weak trends from
global markets. The 30-
share BSE benchmark
opened higher but could
not carry forward the mo-
mentum and declined 236
points or 0.43 per cent to
settle at 54,052.61. During
the day, it hit a low of
53,886.28 and a high of
54,524.37. The broader NSE
Nifty dropped 89.55 points
or 0.55 per cent to end at
16,125.15. In the Sensex
pack, Tech Mahindra,
Hindustan Unilever, HCL
Technologies, Asian
Paints, NTPC, Tata Steel,
Infosys, Axis Bank and
Bajaj Finserv were among
the biggest laggards. In
contrast, Dr Reddy's,
HDFC, PowerGrid, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, HDFC
Bank and Nestle were
among the major gainers.

Polarisation damaging foundations
of India’s growth: Kaushik Basu

Mumbai, May 24: 

Sociowash has been an
amazing place to work
since 2015 and it just got of-
ficial, as we are now Great
Place to Work-Certified in
India (from March ‘22 -
March ‘23). Before we cele-
brate this recognition,
here's something about
GPTW that you need to
know! Great Place To
Work is an award con-
ferred on organizations
that nurture a high-trust &
high-performance culture
in the workplace. This ac-
colade is yet another feath-
er added to Sociowash's
cap, which recognises
what we as an organiza-
tion believe in, that is,
building a work culture

that fosters an environ-
ment for everyone's
growth, above and beyond
the professional sphere.

Through its extensive
work with various organi-
zations and institutions,
Great Place to Work® has
concluded that trust
makes a workplace truly
great and Sociowash is
committed towards foster-
ing a trust-worthy envi-
ronment for any and
everyone associated with
us. “We, at Sociowash, be-
lieve in having a team-first
culture. It has always been
crucial for us to establish a
transparent and trustwor-
thy structure, inclusive of
everybody’s voice, where
people can approach, rea-
son and work together.

Sociowash certified
great place to work

Mumbai, May 24: 

State-run Bank of India
on Tuesday reported a
142.31 per cent rise in
standalone profit after tax
(PAT) at Rs 606 crore in the
quarter ended March 2022
on higher net interest in-
come (NII) and improve-
ment in asset quality. This
compares with a PAT of Rs
250 crore in the same peri-
od of the preceding fiscal.
For the full year 2021-22,
the lender reported a 57.60
per cent jump in net profit
at Rs 3,405 crore from Rs
2,160 crore in FY21.
Speaking to reporters, the
bank's Managing Director
and CEO A K Das said,
"Asset quality further im-
proved with reduction in
gross NPAs both amount

wise and percentage wise."
He said the bank's thrust
was on advances growth
rather than deposit
growth. It also laid empha-
sis on outreach campaigns
for business growth and
building bonds with the
customers in the previous
fiscal. Net Interest Income
(NII) increased by 35.77 per
cent to Rs 3,986 crore in Q4
FY22, from Rs 2,936 crore

in the same period of the
previous fiscal. Net
Interest Margin (NIM) im-
proved to 2.58 per cent
from 2.01 per cent.

Gross non-performing
assets (GNPAs) declined
by 19.33 per cent to Rs
45,605 crore in March 2022
from Rs 56,535 crore in
March 2021. GNPA ratio
declined to 9.98 per cent
from 13.77 per cent. Net
NPA ratio stood at 2.34 per
cent as against 3.35 per
cent.

Das said the gross NPA
is expected to be lower
than 8 per cent by March
2023. He further said the
bank's exposure to Future
Group is about Rs 1,045
crore and it has made 100
per cent provisions for the
account.

Bank of India Q4 net jumps 142 pc at Rs 606 cr
on higher NII, better asset quality

Mumbai, May 24: 

The rupee slipped by 4
paise to close at 77.59 (pro-
visional) against the US
dollar on Tuesday,
weighed down by a nega-
tive trend in domestic eq-
uities and unabated for-
eign fund outflows. At the
interbank foreign ex-
change market, the rupee
opened lower at 77.56
against the greenback,
and finally settled at 77.59,
down 4 paise over its previ-
ous close. During the trad-
ing session, the rupee
touched an intra-day low
of 77.67 and a high of 77.51.
On Monday, the rupee re-
covered from record lows
and settled 15 paise higher
at 77.55 against the US cur-

rency. The dollar index,
which gauges the green-
back's strength against a
basket of six currencies,
was trading 0.07 per cent
lower at 102.

Global oil benchmark
Brent crude futures fell
0.37 per cent to USD 113
per barrel.

Rupee slips 4 paise to close
at 77.59 against US dollar

New Delhi, May 24:  

Housing prices in-
creased by up to 11 per
cent annually across eight
major cities during
January-March period of
this year due to a rise in
demand for residential
properties and a sharp
hike in rates of construc-
tion raw materials, accord-
ing to a joint report by
CREDAI, Colliers and
Liases Foras.

Delhi-NCR witnessed
highest rise in housing
prices by 11 per cent to Rs
7,363 per sq ft during
January-March 2022 as
compared to the year-ago
period, as per the first
edition of Housing Price-
Tracker report by real-
tors body CREDAI, real
estate consultant Colliers

and data analytics firm
Liases Foras. Hyderabad
witnessed 9 per cent in-
crease in housing prices

to Rs 9,232 per square
feet, while Ahmedabad
saw a 8 per cent apprecia-
tion to Rs 5,721 per

square feet and Kolkata 6
per cent to Rs 6,245 per
square feet. Housing
prices in Bengaluru,
Chennai and Mumbai
Metropolitan Region
(MMR) rose by 1 per cent
each at Rs 7,595, Rs 7,107
and Rs 19,557 per square
feet, respectively.

In Pune, prices of resi-
dential properties went
up by 3 per cent to Rs
7,485 per square feet dur-
ing the first quarter of
this calendar year.

"A pick-up in housing
demand across most
cities and skyrocketing
prices of raw materials
for almost two years, led
to YoY increase in hous-
ing prices, surpassing
pre-COVID levels across
all eight metro cities," a
joint statement said.

Housing prices rise up to 11pc across 8 cities in Jan-Mar

Markets reverse
early gains in volatile

trade; Sensex falls
236 pts

India’s crude oil
production falls

1% in April

‘I believe in planning
my own diet’

S
ony Entertainment
Television’s histori-
cal show,

“Punyashlok Ahilyabai” is
based on the iconic story
of the legendary
Ahilyabai Holkar. The
show beautifully brings to
light the journey of
Ahilyabai Holkar and
takes us through her glori-
ous life as she questioned
the pre-defined societal
norms with the unwaver-
ing, unconditional support
of her father-in-law
Malhar Rao Holkar. Actor
Aetashaa Sansgiri who
plays the role of Ahliyabai
Holkar has gained much
popularity, and she shared
a few words on how she
plans her own diet, being a
student of nutrition. At a
time when heavy  shoot
schedules leaves actors
with very less time to take
care of their health, skin,
and their diet, Aeteshaa
has been expertly plan-
ning her day, rather her
diet, with utmost care.

The actress makes sure
she eats the right amount
of carbs, proteins and
prefers to have a balanced
diet. Due to the scorching
heat, when she is shooting
outdoors, she has a liquid
diet, which consists of
juice, health drinks, co-
conut water, etc. She is a
big-time foodie, but she
counts her calories too.

Talking about the same,

actor Aetashaa said
“I believe in plan-
ning my own diet,
and as I have done
my post-graduation
in nutrition, these
things are always on
my mind whenever I
am consuming some-
thing like which food
has what amount of
carbs, fat, etc. Since I
have to maintain at
time considering my
character, I ensure I
follow a healthy diet
that is both beneficial to
my health and character. I
am constantly calculating
my diet plan, this has been
a habit that unconsciously
have from the time I start-
ed studying nutrition.

W
orld’s First
G a m i n g
Entertainment

‘PLAYGROUND’ Show
will stream Live on
Amazon miniTV.
Playground is a unique
eSport gaming competi-
tion, featuring multiple
casual and pro games, be-
tween 4 teams, each
owned & mentored by
Asia’s leading gaming su-
perstar namely
CarryMinati, Triggered
Insaan, Mortal and
Scout. The show will be
hosted by RJ Mahvash,
Actor & VJ Benafsha
Soonawalla and RJ Rohit
Varghese.

Speaking about the au-
dience response,
Triggered Insaan, a lead-
ing gamer, influencer and
PLAYGROUND mentor,
said, “The initial re-
sponse to Playground has
been really encouraging.
We have had a very com-
petitive line up partici-
pants who fought their
way into the show in the
vigorous round of audi-
tions. I can’t wait to see

how they will
perform during the
show duration engag-
ing in fierce battle of
strategy, mind games,

team work and individ-
ual performance and to
eventually win over the
judges and audience to
emerge as the Ultimate

Winner. The show PLAY-
GROUND will bring
forth a one of its kind ele-
vated experience for
gaming fans across India
and globally.”

Everything from
awards and rewards for
winning gaming matches
as well as the viewers’

vote is valued in points
and the contestant that
sits on the top of the
leader board with high-
est points after 4 weeks
will be declared the win-
ner. The winner will
walk away with a whop-
ping INR 50 lakhs as
prize money.

Akhil Akkineni’s ‘Agent’
locks its OTT partner

T
he post-theatrical digital streaming rights to Akhil
Akkineni's highly anticipated upcoming film
'Agent' have been acquired by Amazon Prime

Video. It is expected that an official announcement will
be made soon. 'Agent,' one of Akhil's most anticipated
films, will feature him in an unusual role as an Interpol
officer. Surender Reddy's directorial debut will also fea-
ture Akhil in a fully transformed, rugged look.

Vakkantham Vamsi wrote the screenplay for 'Agent,'
which is produced by AK Entertainments and Surender
2 Cinema. Mammootty, the Malayalam superstar, will
play a pivotal role in 'Agent.' 'KGF 2' starring Yash and

Srinidhi Shetty and 'Sarkaru Vaari
Paata' starring Mahesh Babu and
Keerthy Suresh were also recently
acquired by Amazon Prime.
Both films were commercial
blockbusters, and the fact
that 'Agent' has a deal
with an OTT partner
has only added to the
excitement surround-
ing the action-thriller's
release.

A
c t r e s s
Pooja Hedge
has resumed

shooting for the Salman
Khan-starrer 'Kabhi Eid
Kabhi Diwali' as she has come
back from her trip from the 75th
Cannes Film Festival.

Pooja was in the middle of
the film's first schedule
when she was invited to

represent India at the an-
nual festival.

With a commendable
fan base across cinema of
various languages, Pooja
has sparked chemistry
with the top stars of the in-
dustry right from NTR Jr,
Mahesh Babu, Allu Arjun,
Prabhas, Thalapathy Vijay,
and Ram Charan.

Details about her role and
the film are still under
wraps. 'Kabhi Eid Kabhi
Diwali' is currently eyeing a
year-end release.

Pooja will also be seen in
'Cirkus' opposite Ranveer
Singh and 'SSMB28' oppo-
site Mahesh Babu.

ACROSS

1. Reach

5. Glen

9. Scornful sound

14. Nautical shout

15. Eternally

16. Scientist ____ Curie

17. Seaport in Spain

19. Start of a Dickens title (2 wds.)

20. Cleveland time zone (abbr.)

21. Raves

22. Fine fabric

23. President Ronald ____

25. Walk heavily

26. Separate

30. Without feeling

33. Plentiful

36. Mexican water

37. Likewise

38. Young horse

39. Motionless

40. Stop

41. Entirely

42. Long fishes

43. First extra inning

44. Bring up

46. Maker

48. Quiz

50. Wears away gradually

54. Shred cheese

56. Carbonated beverages

59. Sharp knock

60. Batman's sidekick

61. Turn into gas

63. Ran in neutral

64. Carson's successor

65. Forewarning

66. Acts

67. Stew

68. Wedding ring

DOWN

1. Cavalry sword

2. Stage

3. Large artery

4. Manhattan (abbr.)

5. Franklin ____ Roosevelt

6. Shakespeare's river

7. Pre-Easter season

8. Ages

9. Tiny

10. Country

11. Long-armed ape

12. Annoy

13. Juvenile

18. Obliterate

24. Fish feature

25. Official stamp

27. Subsequently

28. Limber

29. Oklahoma city

31. Shed feathers

32. Two together

33. Not nearby

34. Burrowing rodent

35. Acceptable in flavor

39. Faction

40. Novel's protagonist

43. Trunk

45. Knotted again

47. Oolong server

49. Transmits

51. Stage offering

52. Dined

53. Use money

54. Grating

55. Took a bus

56. ____-service

57. Completed

58. Copenhagen native

62. Pilfer
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Things are apt to get intense for you today,
Aquarius. There will be a lot of information
coming your way, but it all won't necessari-
ly be great. It seems that someone is putting
a roadblock in your path, making it difficult
for you to pass. Don't let this stop you. Use
your creative ability and resolute nature to
find ways around any obstacles. 

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Your head may be buzzing with activity,
Pisces. It seems like the spotlight suddenly
has been turned on. Your mind is on stage
and your brainpower is being tested. Are
you prepared for the challenge? Whether
you're ready or not, it's here. Remember the
importance of individuality. Don't become
another typical cookie from the same old
cookie cutter. 

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Focus on the simple pleasures today,
Aries. Don't feel like you have to search in
far-off lands or engage in expensive
recreational activities to find happiness
and peace. Realize that everything you
need is all inside you. Find your happi-
ness in delighting in nature. Smile at the
Sun, the Moon, and the trees. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Focus on your creative mind, Taurus. This is
a very fertile time for planting hearty seeds
that will be sure to grow up healthy and
strong. You have the ability to be very pros-
perous, but it certainly won't come easily.
The key for you is to maintain your cool.
Don't overreact to the little annoyances
that come your way. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Motivation must come from within,
Gemini. The only thing that can pull you
out of bed is your inner drive and deter-
mination. Too much partying could
leave you drained to the point that you
don't want to move. Remember moder-
ation. Be good to your body. Go outside
and let your thoughts radiate outward
like rays of sunshine. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Your mind should be quite clear today, and
communication will go extremely well for
you, Cancer. You'll find that you'll need very
few words to get your point across. You'll
connect to people on many levels. Realize
that you have important information to
share with those around you. Your critical,
practical, grounded opinion plays a key role
in the activities of the day.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Strong forces may be acting up and
asking you to stand up a little
straighter than usual, Leo. Keep your
shoulders back and be proud. Don't
think of yourself as any less of a person
just because there is disagreement
between you and the people around
you. Maintain respect for yourself and
your opinions. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Feel free to take the lazy route today,
Virgo. Don't lift a finger if you don't real-
ly have to. It may be hard to get others
moving as well. You can prod all you
want, but, ultimately, if people don't
want to go, they aren't going to. Your
flexible nature might be put to the test. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Your thinking is steady and reserved
today, Libra. You'll find that your mind
is right in line with your ego, and
you'll be able to accurately verbalize
what's going on inside. You might be
guarded about how much you tell
people. It could be that others are
holding back information from you. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Today is an excellent day for you to say
exactly how you feel, Scorpio. Your
thinking is sharp and clear. You'll find
that once you start talking, you may
never stop. People will listen extra
carefully to your words. You have a
great deal of influence on others. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

You might find that your brain is chugging
along in the slow lane today, Sagittarius. It
could even be gradually creeping over to
the breakdown lane! It may be more diffi-
cult to come up with your quick, witty
rebuttals in conversations. Take your time
and make sure you choose your words very
carefully. Communicating with others
might be a bit like pulling teeth today.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You might find that words aren't the best way
to communicate today, Capricorn. Body lan-
guage and the sense of touch and taste are
much more effective. You'll find that your
senses will be heightened overall. The smell of
the restaurant several blocks away could
make your taste buds water. Give in to your
senses and let your feet follow your nose. 

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Pooja resumes 
‘Kabhi Eid Kabhi 

Diwali’ shoot post
Cannes debut

A
ctress Adah Sharma
is going through ex-
tensive sword fighting

training as part of the prepa-
ration for her next interna-
tional project.

"Adah is leaving no stone
unturned to ensure that she
is completely prepared for
the scenes where she is re-
quired to have a sword fight
in her next project. It is a
very interesting one and she
had been waiting for such a
project for a long time where

she gets to explore a different
art form.

"Now that she finally has
that opportunity, she is put-
ting all her blood and sweat
into it and is undergoing rig-
orous training sessions for
the same," revealed a source
close to the development.

Meanwhile, the actress fin-
ished shooting three Telugu
films that are ready for re-
lease and two Hindi films;
Adah will start shooting for
Commando 4 soon.

Adah Sharma takes rigorous
sword fighting lessons for her next

Amazon miniTV to
stream ‘PLAYGROUND’
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Kolkata, May 24 (PTI):

Virat Kohli's return to
form and a rather dramat-
ic entry into the IPL play-
offs will make Royal
Challengers Bangalore a
more confident unit when
they meet a top-heavy
Lucknow Super Giants in
the Eliminator here on
Wednesday.

After a string of low
scores, Kohli found his
rhythm enroute to a scin-
tillating 54-ball 73 in their
last match against Gujarat
Titans.

This was his only sec-
ond fifty this season, a vi-
sual treat for the eyes
which encapsulated all the
Kohli-esque shots as RCB
kept their hopes alive with
a fine win.

But their fate was not in
their own hands as they
anxiously waited for a
Mumbai Indians win in
their game against Delhi
Capitals to secure an entry
into the play-offs.

Kohli's return to form
will be a big plus to their
top-order which often has
struggled to get going in
the power-play.

Add Dinesh Karthik's
new-found finishing ex-
ploits, a quality pace trio
in Josh Hazlewood,
Wanindu Hasaranga and
Harshal Patel who would

look to embrace the seam-
friendly Eden conditions,
and Faf du Plessis's calm
and astute captaincy, RCB
will be upbeat in their
quest of an elusive IPL

title.
Having featured in three

IPL finals, RCB are one
star-studded outfit which
has failed to live up to its
fans' expectations time

and again.
But this time under a

three-time IPL winner in
du Plessis, RCB look more
balanced especially on the
pace bowling front.

Even as India speedster
Mohammed Siraj (eight
wickets from 13 matches)
has failed to impress, the
trio of Hazlewood,
Hasaranga and Harshal
with 57 wickets in be-
tween, have been their
backbone.

With fresh tracks on
offer for the knockouts, the
trio would look to relish
the challenge

Another big plus point
for RCB this season has
been India veteran wicket-
keeper-batter Karthik's
new-found form with the
bat that has also ensured
an India comeback ahead
of the T20 World Cup.

Assigned the role of a
finisher, the 36-year-old,
who was bought by RCB
for Rs 5.50 crore, Karthik
has played a key role in
their qualification to the
playoffs.

With 287 runs from 14 in-
nings, of which he had
been unbeaten nine times,
Karthik has a superb
strike of 191.33.

RCB's experience in bat-
ting certainly will weigh
heavily against the young
LSG pace attack of Avesh

Khan and Mohsin Khan.
Lucknow also have the

experienced duo of Jason
Holder and Dushmanta
Chameera but they have
been inconsistent this sea-
son, something that can be
a cause of concern for the
KL Rahul-led outfit.

A key battle for RCB
would be against the
Lucknow Super Giants
opening duo of K L Rahul
and Quinton de Kock -- by
far the best opening pair of
this IPL -- sitting pretty on
second and third places in
the top run getters' list.

That they have scored
1039 runs together -- in-
cluding the highest open-
ing partnership in IPL his-
tory of 210 against Kolkata
Knight Riders -- sums up
their dominance.

But this also will be the
team's weakness as the
Lucknow franchise lacks a
quality middle and lower
order, barring Deepak
Hooda who has four half-
centuries this season.

But barring the trio, no
other batter has impressed
to lend solidity in the mid-
dle and lower-order.

The likes of Marcus
Stoinis, Krunal Pandya,
Ayush Badoni and Holder
have failed to impress and
it's high time that they get
into their acts in a virtual
quarter-final.

RCB pose serious threat to top-heavy LSG
New Delhi, May 24 (PTI):

Young-left arm pacer
Arshdeep Singh says clari-
ty of mind, attained
through yoga and medita-
tion, has helped him perfect
the art of bowling yorkers,
a rare ability that has
pushed him into the Indian
T20 side for the South
Africa series.

The 23-year-old from
Kharar humbly accepts the
success that has come his
way in the IPL but says he
really had to "earn every-
thing".

It may seem that landing
yorkers, at will, comes natu-
rally to the lanky fast
bowler but he put in the
extra work with his person-
al coach Jaswant Rai ahead
of the IPL to hone his covet-
ed skill.

Yoga and meditation has
also helped him stay calm
in high-pressure scenarios.

"It (meditation) clears the
mind. When there is pres-
sure, there is no substitute
to clarity. Being able to stay
calm surely helps in a big
way," Arshdeep told PTI.

Back at home after a gru-
elling couple of months in
the IPL, Arshdeep is getting
some much-needed rest at
home but it won't be long
before he joins the Indian
squad for the South Africa

series beginning in Delhi
on June 9.

He bowled more with the
old ball than new ball this
IPL season with Punjab re-
lying on him heavily in the
slog overs.

Only one of the two play-
ers to be retained by the
franchise, Arshdeep repaid
the faith by ending up with

an economy rate of 7.31 in
the death overs, the best
among bowlers who bowled
more than 10 overs in that
critical phase.

"My role depended on
team combination, match
ups are a big thing in T20
cricket. I bowled with the
new ball, in the middle as
well as death.

How Arshdeep Singh ‘yorked’
his way into the Indian team

Pune, May 24 (PTI):

The swashbuckling
Shafali Verma blazed away
at the top before Laura
Wolvaardt's unbeaten half
century as Velocity over-
hauled a stiff target to get
the better of Supernovas by
seven wickets in the
Women's T20 Challenge
here on Tuesday.

Set a target of 151 after
opting to field, Velocity
completed the chase with 10
balls to spare.

After Shafali's breezy
knock of 51 in 33 balls,
Laura Wolvaard (51 off 35
balls) and Deepti Sharma
(24 not out) saw their side
home comfortably.

Chasing a challenging
target, Velocity lost
Natthakan Chantham (1)
early but the big-hitting
Shafali decided to go all
guns blazing as the team
raced to 60 for the loss of
only one wicket by the time
the six power play overs
came to an end.

Shafali reached her half
century in quick time, need-
ing only 28 runs to get to the
landmark. She did so in
style, pulling Deandra
Dottin for a boundary over
midwicket. Though she

managed to score only 17 off
13 balls, Yastika Bhatia gave
Shafali company when the
team needed it the most,
having suffered an early
blow. Shafali got out after
scoring an aggressive 51 off
33 balls, the successful

bowler being Dottin, but the
experienced duo of
Wolvaardt and Sharma en-
sured the Velocity were
home without much diffi-
culty. Earlier, skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur top-
scored with a blistering 51-

ball 71 as Supernovas posted
150 for five. The Velocity
opted to bowl after winning
the toss and their bowlers
appeared to have done a de-
cent job before
Harmanpreet's onslaught.
India's T20 captain

Harmanpreet smashed
seven fours and three sixes
during her scintillating
knock that left the Velocity
bowers bruised and bat-
tered. Taniya Bhatia
chipped in with a useful
knock of 36 off 32 balls.

Bhatia, who is now a part
of the Indian women's sen-
ior team, struck three
boundaries during her stay
in the middle. The duo of
Harmanpreet and Bhatia
added invaluable 82 runs for
the fourth wicket after their
team was reeling at 18 for
three in the fourth over.

Down the order, Sune
Luss contributed an unbeat-
en 20 in 14 balls, hitting
three fours in her breezy
knock. Among the Velocity
bowlers, Kate Cross was the
most successful with im-
pressive figures of 2/24 in
her quota of four overs,
while Deepti Sharma and
Radha Yadav picked up a
wicket apiece, the latter ac-
counting for the important
scalp of Harmanpreet.

However, Supernovas still
managed to score a decent
total in the end and Velocity
will have to bat extremely
well to reach the target at
the Maharashtra Cricket
Association Stadium.

Shafali, Wolvaard dazzle as Velocity win by seven wickets

Jakarta, May 24 (PTI):

A new-look Indian
team paid for its inexpe-
rience and profligacy
with Asian champions
Japan soundly thrashing
them 5-2 in a group A
league match of the
men's Asia Cup hockey
championship here on
Tuesday.

Having drawn against
Pakistan in the opening
game, India's chances
after this defeat will be
badly dented as even a
big win against
Indonesia in the last
game might not be
enough for qualification
to the knock-out stages.

Ken Nagayoshi, Kosei
Kawabe (twice), Ryomi
Ooka and Koji Yamasaki
scored for Japan while
Pawan Rajbhar and
Uttam Singh found the
target for the Indians.

However, the younger
crop of players didn't
measure up against the
Japanese, who looked
more organised and hit
India repeatedly on the
counters. The two sen-

iors -- Birendra Lakra
and SV Sunil -- looked
well past their prime and
couldn't make any tangi-
ble difference with their
performances.

"First two quarters
were very tough because
we didn't get into any
rhythm. We got better in
the last two quarters but
didn't create many
chances," said Lakra, the
India captain.

"In the final quarter,
we lost our defensive
structure and conceded a
couple of goals. Also we
lost two men and that
had an effect," Lakra
added. India could have
gone ahead in the fifth
minute of the first half
itself when 20-year-old
Karthi Selvam kept an
inch perfect cross from
wide left for veteran SV
Sunil, who was inches
short of laying his stick
for a tap-in. The first
quarter was all about try-
ing to get control of the
midfield with rookie
Indian players losing a
lot of possession during
the phase of play.

Asia Cup: Japan crush India
5-2, Sardar Singh-coached
team looking at exit door

Chennai, May 24 (PTI):

Young Indian Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa defeated
China's Wei Yi 2.5-1.5 to book
a spot in the semifinals of the
Meltwater Champions Chess
Tour Chessable Masters 2022
online tournament.
The 16-year-old
Praggnanandhaa will take on
Anish Giri (the Netherlands) in
the semifinals. World No.1
Magnus Carlsen will take on
China's Ding Liren in the other
semifinal clash.
Giri and Carlsen scored com-
fortable 2.5-0.5 wins over
Aryan Tori (Norway) and
David Anton Gujjaro (Spain),
while Liren defeated
Azerbaijan's Shakhriyar
Mamedyarov 2.5-1.5 in the
quarterfinals.
In the quarterfinals against Yi
late on Monday, the teenaged
Indian star opened with a win
with black pieces in 90 moves. 

Praggnanandhaa sails
into semifinals of

Chessable Masters

Kolkata, May 24 (PTI):

Indian skipper Rohit
Sharma's abysmal form in
the IPL is not a matter of
concern as he will be back
among the runs soon,
BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly said on Tuesday.

The record five-time IPL
winning Mumbai Indians
skipper had a woeful sea-
son finishing with 268
runs from 14 innings at an
average of 19.14 with a
modest strike-rake 120.17
as their team finished at
the bottom of the stand-
ings this season.

"Everybody is human.
There will be mistakes but
Rohit's record as captain is
outstanding. Five IPL ti-
tles, Asia Cup winner, he
has won whatever he has
captained, so his record as

captain is outstanding.
Mistakes will happen be-
cause they are all human,"
Ganguly said on the side-
lines of a promotional
event.

Before the last match
where he scored a fiery
fifty against Kolkata
Knight Riders, former
India captain Kohli also
endured his worst-ever
IPL with 236 runs from 13
innings which included
three golden ducks.

Backing the duo,
Ganguly said: "They are
very good players. I'm sure
they will be back among
runs. They play so much of
cricket that at times they
go out of form. Kohli
played very well in the last
game, especially when it
was required for RCB.

"That's why he (Kohli)
was so happy that RCB
qualified. They are all
great players, it's a matter
of time they will be at
their best," Ganguly
added. Captain Sharma,
Kohli and senior pacer
Jasprit Bumrah have all
been rested from the five-
match home T20I series
against South Africa next
month.

Ganguly not worried
about Rohit, Kohli’s form,

says ‘matter of time’

New Delhi, May 24 (PTI):

Talismanic Sunil
Chhetri on Tuesday re-
turned to the Indian foot-
ball team after a hiatus of
six months when he was

named in the 25-member
squad for the internation-
al friendly against Jordan
in Doha on May 28.

The 37-year-old Chhetri
last played for India dur-
ing their 3-0 win over

Nepal in the SAFF
Championships final in
October but since then
was sidelined due to in-
juries. The squad, an-
nounced by national coach
Igor Stimac, was picked
from an extended training
camp in Kolkata.

Besides Chhetri, Ishan
Pandita has also made a
comeback in the forward-
line at the cost of VP
Suhair and injured Rahim
Ali. In the midfield, Glan
Martins, Ritwik Das,
Udanta Singh, Sahal
Abdul Samad, Suresh
Wangjam and Aashique
Kuriniyan have been in-
cluded with Pronay
Halder and Danish Bhat
being the notable omis-
sions.

The defence include the
likes of Rahul Bheke,
Akash Mishra, Harmanjot
Singh Khabra, Roshan
Singh, Anwar Ali,
Sandesh Jhingan,
Subhashish Bose and
Pritam Kotal.

While Gupreet Singh
Sandhu and Amrinder
Singh remains a constant
under the crossbar,
Laxmikath Kattimani re-
placed Prabhsukhan
Singh Gill following his
heroics in the ISL final.

Chhetri returns to national team for
international friendly against Jordan

Johannesburg, May 24 (PTI):

The legendary AB de Villiers
said he will "definitely" return
to the IPL next year as part of
the Royal Challengers
Bangalore squad, but he is not
sure in what capacity.
De Villiers had been a big part
of RCB family before he retired
from all forms of cricket last
year. De Villiers' former skip-
per and teammate Virat Kohli
had earlier this month said
that he was hopeful the South
African great will be back at
the RCB in a new role next
year. "I am glad to hear Virat
confirmed it. To be honest, we
haven't decided on anything
yet. I will definitely be around
IPL next year. I am not sure in
what capacity but I am missing
getting back there," De Villiers
told VUSport.

I will definitely be
around IPL next
year: De Villiers

Kolkata, May 24 (PTI):

Wicketkeeper-batter
Dinesh Karthik feels his
latest recall to the Indian
team is his "most special
comeback" of a rollercoast-
er international career that
began way back in 2004.

Karthik made the squad
for India's home T20 series
against South Africa begin-
ning June 9.

"This is my most special
comeback because a lot of
people had given up on me.
For me to comeback and do
what I did, practice the way
I did, so many special
things have happened in
the lead up to the rock-shell
and how I practiced post
that," the 36-year-old told

the RCB website. Karthik
forced the selectors to pick
him after displaying exem-
plary finishing skills in the
IPL. He had last played for
India in the 2019 ODI World
Cup. He praised the Royal
Challengers Bangalore
team management for
backing him strongly for
the finisher's role.

"I think the clarity that
they gave me for me to exe-
cute the role that I wanted
to do, in many ways I am
indebted to RCB for pick-
ing me and giving me that
role, believing in me and
then me coming out here
and trying to do my best
for team RCB. So, it's all
and all a very very happy
feeling."

This is my most special comeback
as lot of people had given up on

me: Dinesh Karthik
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People stand in a queue to cast their votes during the third phase of Panchayat elections, at Angara block in
Ranchi, Tuesday.

PANCHAYAT POLLS

NCC cadets perform a routine drill during their annual Army Training Camp, at Nagrota 
on the outskrits of Jammu, Tuesday.

ROUTINE DRILL
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Lucknow, May 24 (PTI): 

The Samajwadi Party
on Tuesday alleged a
“blacklisted company”
was given work worth Rs
17,411 crore under the Jal
Jeevan Mission in Uttar
Pradesh, a charge denied
by the government.

Samajwadi Party MLA
Ravidas Mehrotra raised
the issue during the
Question Hour in the as-
sembly.

He asked the govern-
ment about the amount al-
located for projects under
the Jal Jeevan Mission
scheme in the state from
2017 to March 2022, and

whether it was aware that
some “blacklisted compa-
nies” were given the work.

He also sought to know
whether the government
would take action against
such companies.

During the supplemen-
tary question, Mehrotra
alleged that a company

blacklisted in nine
provinces and by the
Army was given work
worth Rs 17,411 crore
under the scheme.

He asked the govern-
ment to “get it investigat-
ed, there are big croco-
diles, they will be
trapped”.

Mehrotra further
claimed that “big people
are involved in the scam of
Jal Shakti Mission”.

In response, the govern-
ment in a written reply
said that from the finan-
cial year 2016-17 to Mar 31,
2022, an amount of Rs
17,411.90 crore has been al-
located for projects under
the Jal Jeevan Mission
scheme. It denied that
work was given to any
“blacklisted company”.

The response was given
by the state’s Jal Shakti
Minister Swatantra Dev
Singh, who also said that
the question of any kind of
action does not arise.

‘Blacklisted’ firm allotted
work under JJM: SP

Govt refutes charge
In response, the government in a written reply said that from
the financial year 2016-17 to Mar 31, 2022, an amount of Rs
17,411.90 crore has been allocated for projects under the Jal
Jeevan Mission scheme. It denied that work was given to any
“blacklisted company”. The response was given by the state’s
Jal Shakti Minister Swatantra Dev Singh, who also said that
the question of any kind of action does not arise.

New Delhi, May 24 (PTI): 

A national resource cen-
tre for oral health and to-
bacco cessation was on
Tuesday opened by the
Delhi government here
with the objective of
spreading awareness
about the ill-effects of to-
bacco and drugs, provide
better training to dentists
and to conduct research
on dental healthcare, offi-
cials said. The city govern-
ment claimed that it was
“first” such facility in the
country.

Delhi Health Minister
Satyendar Jain inaugurat-
ed the National Resource
Centre for Oral Health and
Tobacco Cessation (NRC-
OH-TC), the government
said in a statement.

The centre has been “es-
tablished with the objec-
tive of spreading aware-

ness about the ill-effects of
tobacco and drugs, to pro-
vide better training to the
dentists of the country
and to conduct research
on dental health”.

“It is the first national
resource centre among the
total 315 dental colleges in
the country,” the state-
ment said.

Furthermore, the minis-
ter also launched the offi-
cial logo of the NRC-OH-
TC. Jain said most of the
people are still not aware
about their oral health and
dental hygiene, and this is
the reason why the cases
of oral cancer are increas-
ing rapidly, even among
the youth. “Every year
more than seven million
deaths occur due to tobac-
co use alone across the
world. This is an alarming
signal for the people.
Nicotine found in tobacco

is very harmful to health
and well-being.

“Due to its consump-
tion, there is a possibility
of dangerous diseases like
cancer, depression, impo-
tence, but people are still
finding it difficult to stay
away from consuming to-
bacco. Tobacco use weak-
ens the brain and nervous
system,” the statement
quoting Jain said.

Jain said if one wants to
avoid these diseases, then
it is better to give up addic-
tion of consuming tobacco
from today itself. It is im-
portant for everyone to un-
derstand that oral health
is as important as the
health of the body. In such
a situation, it is important
that one takes special care
of dental health, he said.

Dentists of the country,
including in Delhi, will be
given better training at

this centre. Different types
of training programmes
and sessions will be con-
ducted. Also, this centre
will play an important role
in conducting research,
developing and supporting
government policies, it
said.

Due to this, the policies
of the government will be
formulated by keeping the
population in mind and
those who are addicted to
consuming tobacco avoid-
ing their oral health and
dental hygiene.

Various awareness pro-
grammes about health-re-
lated issues would also be
organized at the centre, it
said. Jain said for the last
10 years, 10,000 patients
have been treated at the
Maulana Azad Institute of
Dental Sciences (MAIDS)
for tobacco prevention and
cessation.

National resource centre for oral 
health and tobacco cessation opened 

Jammu, May 24 (PTI):

Medical employees in
most government hospi-
tals across the Jammu re-
gion observed a three-
hour pen-down strike
Tuesday in support of
their various demands in-
cluding convening the de-
partmental promotion
committee (DPC) meeting
pending for four years.

The strike which start-
ed around 10 am badly af-
fected the Out Patient
Department (OPD) facility
as well as routine surger-
ies but the emergency
services continued unaf-
fected, officials said.

Blaming the strike on
the government, Jammu
and Kashmir Medical
Employees Federation
(Jammu) president Sushil
Sudan said they have
raised their demands
peacefully over the past

four years but no action
was taken. We have gen-
uine demands which need
to be addressed by the gov-
ernment. The last DPC
meeting was held over
four years ago which oth-
erwise is supposed to be
held every six months, he
said.

He said the strike was
successful across the
Jammu region as the em-
ployees responded to the
call and staged peaceful
demonstrations inside the
hospitals during the strike
period.

Leading a separate
protest, J&K Medical
Employees Federation
(Gandhi Nagar) president
Rakesh Bakshi said the
administrative depart-
ment of health & family
welfare has failed to frame
rules of promotions lead-
ing to thousands of vacan-
cies.

Medical employees 
observe pen-down strike

KKoollkkaattaa,,  MMaayy  2244  ((PPTTII)):: Clashes
broke outside the health
department headquarters in
Salt Lake near here on Tuesday,
after around 500 nursing job
aspirants, claiming that they
have not been given appoint-
ments despite clearing the
interview, tried to break a
police cordon during the
course of their protest.

Some of the agitators were
arrested during their scuffle
with police personnel, an offi-
cer said. The police officer also
said with RAF has been
deployed in the area in the
wake of the protest.

Asked if anyone suffered
injuries during the scuffle, he
said that two police personnel
fell down while trying to stop
the protesters from moving
forward, but they are back in
action. The agitators, most of
them women, alleged that

irregularities were committed
by authorities of West Bengal
Health Recruitment Board in
granting appointments, leaving
over 4,000 eligible candidates
jobless.

A health department official
said that discussions have been
held with the representatives
of those agitating outside
Swasthya Bhavan, and they
have been given explanation
about the recruitment proce-
dure “which is completely
transparent”.

Tapati Panja, one of the agi-
tators said, however, said, We
will not leave the spot until
there is a written assurance
from the government on
appointments.

Panja also said that they
were camping in small groups
at Karunamoyee, which is a at
short distance from the health
department headquarters.

Nursing job aspirants
clash with cops 

During agitation seeking appointments

Bhaderwah/Jammu,
May 24 (PTI): Unseasonal
snowfall in the higher
reaches of Chenab Valley
has left hundreds of no-
madic families in distress
as they are compelled to
halt their onward journey
along with their livestock.

Cold wave conditions
have engulfed the upper
reaches of Doda, Kishtwar
and Ramban districts, trig-
gering panic among the
nomads who have started
their bi-annual migration
from the plains in the
union territory and
Punjab.

Officials said fresh
snowfall was reported in
Kailash Mountain Range,
Kainthi, Padri Gali, Bhaal
Padri, Seoj, Shankh Padar,
Rishi Dal, Gau-Peeda,
Gan-Thak, Khanni-top,
Guldanda, Chattar Galla
and Asha Pati Glacier sur-
rounding Bhaderwah
Valley since Monday

night. The unseasonal
snowfall was also reported
from Braid Bal, Nehyed
Chilly, Sharonth Dhar,
Katardhar, Kainthi, Laloo
Paani, Kaljugasar, Duggan
Top, Goha and Sinthan
Top besides the high alti-
tude meadows of Gandoh.

These high altitude and
vast grazing meadows re-
main inhabited by the
Gujjar and Bakarwal
tribes during summers.

Due to unseasonal snow-
fall and severe cold condi-
tions, hundreds of tribal
families have been stuck
either on the road sides or
on the lower reaches at dif-
ferent parts of Chenab
Valley, an official said.

“We are stuck with our
sheep and goats in the
open on the road sides
without food and fodder
and are compelled to sur-
vive under open sky,”
Bashir Bau (69), who be-
longs to the nomadic
Gujjar community, said at
Guldanda on Bhaderwah-
Pathankot highway.

Hailing from
Lakhanpur in Kathua dis-
trict, Bau claimed that he
lost nearly 15 lambs and
goats over the past few
days due to intense cold.

“We are in a fix and un-
able to decide whether to
stay back or go ahead,” he
said.

Sain Mohammad of
Kathua’s Basholi said they
were heading towards
Padri meadow with their
cattle when they were
caught in the inclement
weather and forced to stay
back at Sarthal.

“We are finding it ex-
tremely difficult to
arrange fodder for our ani-
mals. If the weather shows
no improvement, we will
have to face huge losses,”
he said.

According to the 2011
census, high altitude
meadows of Chenab
Valley, which spread from
Bhaderwah to Jawahar
tunnel (Banihal) and
Marmat (Doda) to Paddar
and Marwah (Kishtwar),

house 30,000 nomads and
lakhs of their cattle, in-
cluding sheep, goats, buf-
faloes, horses and mules
during summer months.

However, some tribal or-
ganisations claim that the
number of the nomadic
population has increased
to more than one lakh.

“We are heading for a
major crisis and the gov-
ernment agencies need to
come forward for our res-
cue,” General Secretary,
Anjuman-e-Taraqqi Gojri
Adab, Jan Mohd Hakeem
said.

Hakeen said over one
lakh Gujjar and Bakarwal
tribes move towards the
high-altitude meadows
and vast grazing fields of
Chenab Valley every year
during summers from the
plains of Jammu, Kathua,
Samba in Jamu and
Kashmir, and Jalandhar,
Ludhiana and Hoshiarpur
districts in Punjab.

The meteorological de-
partment has predicted
improvement in the over-

Nomads fear losses as unseasonal snowfall triggers cold wave 
 In J-K’s Chenab Valley

New Delhi, May 24 (PTI): 

Ninety-four percent
women construction work-
ers, surveyed as part of a
study conducted in Delhi,
never raised their voice or
took any steps to prevent
the negative impact of air
pollution due to the fear of
losing their jobs.

Purpose India and
Mahila Housing Trust
(MHT) jointly executed a
project with women con-
struction workers from
Bakkarwala, Gokulpuri
and Sawda Ghevra in
Delhi from August 2021 to
April 2022 to mobilize and
enable them to understand
the impact of air pollution
on them and their chil-
dren’s health and, by doing
so, build knowledge and
pressure among local gov-

ernments to support poli-
cy and action. A baseline
study was conducted
among 390 women con-
struction workers to un-
derstand their priorities
and issues in their lives,
and articulate the impact
of air pollution on this
group.

The sample households
were characterized by re-
spondents majorly in the
age groups 36 years and
above, mostly illiterate or
low educational levels, pre-
dominance of Scheduled
castes, followed by OBC
and a majority (87 percent)
were married.

Around 85 percent of
the women agreed that air
pollution has a negative
impact on human health,
75 percent reported that
they feel sick or uncom-

fortable when the air qual-
ity is bad, it said.

More than three-fourths
of the respondents be-
lieved that working at con-
struction sites is harmful
for their health.

The study said 76 per-
cent of women were aware
of the problem of air pol-
lution, the source of infor-
mation being television (61
percent), peer group (41
percent) and school going
children/ family members
(45 percent).

All the participants
were ignorant about the
terms PM 2.5, PM 10 and
air quality index, it said.

“Ninety-four percent
women never raised their
voice or took any steps to
prevent the negative im-
pact of air pollution due to
the fear of losing their

jobs,” it claimed.
Some also felt that pre-

venting air pollution at
construction sites is the
sole responsibility of the
contractors and they
themselves are not liable
for it, it said.

Only six percent women
took steps to prevent the
negative effects of air pol-
lution (using masks, du-
patta to cover their face,
wore full sleeved clothes;
tried to raise concerns re-
lating to air pollution at
construction sites, sprin-
kled water on debris, etc.).

Ninety percent of the
participants opined that
the government should
improve public transport
so that better off sections
of society do not use vehi-
cles to commute for work,
it said.

FEAR OF JOB LOSS

‘Majority women construction workers
don’t raise voice against air pollution’Vadodara, May 24 (PTI): 

A 29-year-old NRI who
recently came to Vadodara
in Gujarat from South
Africa has been found in-
fected with the BA.5 sub-
variant of the highly-
transmittable Omicron
variant of coronavirus, a
health official said on
Tuesday.

The man, who lives in
South Africa, had on May
1 tested positive for the
coronavirus after he ar-
rived here to meet his par-
ents. He had left for New
Zealand on May 10 after
testing negative for the
virus, Vadodara
Municipal Corporation’s
chief health officer Dr
Devesh Patel said. His
sample was sent to a labo-
ratory in Gandhinagar for
genome sequence. The re-
port, received on Tuesday,
confirmed that he was in-

fected with the BA.5 sub-
variant of the Omicron
variant of coronavirus, he
said. “After testing positive
for the coronavirus on
May 1, the man was under
self-isolation. He tested
negative before leaving for
New Zealand on May 10.
His current whereabouts
are not known,” Dr Patel
said. “The patient showed
no symptoms. His parents,
who were his only con-
tacts, had tested negative
for COVID-19 at that time.
They have again tested
negative for the virus,” the
official said.

The Indian SARS-CoV-2
Genomics Consortium
(INSACOG) had on
Sunday confirmed the
presence of the BA.4 and
BA.5 Omicron sub-vari-
ants of the coronavirus in
India- one case in Tamil
Nadu and another in
Telangana.

NRI on Gujarat visit tests positive
for Omicron sub-variant BA.5

Aizawl, May 24 (PTI):

The Mizo National
Front-Congress combine
has got approval from
Mizoram Governor Hari
Babu Kambhampati to
form a governing body in
the Mara Autonomous
District Council (MADC),
an MNF leader said on
Tuesday. MNF leader HC
Lalmalsawma Zasai, who
was tipped to become the
deputy chief executive
member, told PTI that the
governor had on Monday
given his nod to the joint
legislature party of the
MNF and the Congress to
form the next governing
body in MADC. He said
the governor also asked
Congress leader H
Malvina, who was tipped
for the chief executive
member, to prove his ma-

jority by a confidence mo-
tion within two weeks.
Malvina would take oath
as the CEM on Wednesday.
The MNF-Congress com-
bine was “confident to
prove its majority” in the
upcoming floor test, Zasai
said, adding that a session
of the council would be
convened soon after the
swearing-in ceremony of
the CEM. In an unexpect-
ed move, four Congress
members tied up with
arch-rival MNF to form an
executive body in the
MADC after the announce-
ment of the council poll re-
sults on May 9. The
Congress state headquar-
ters has taken strong ex-
ception to the alliance be-
tween Mara District
Congress Committee
(MDCC) and the MNF in
the Mara council.

MNF-Cong combine gets Guv’s
nod to form governing body

In Mara council


