
Elected 
PPaattnnaa::  JD(U) leader Anil
Hegde was on Monday
declared elected unop-
posed to the Rajya Sabha
from Bihar in a by-poll
which was necessitated
by the death of a party
MP. Hegde collected his
winner’s certificate from
the Assembly premises. 

Mishap
New Delhi: A 29-year-old
man, riding a two-wheel-
er, was killed after being
allegedly hit by a car
near the Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital here,
police said on Monday.
The deceased, Kanhiya
Kumar Yadav, a resident
of south Ganesh Nagar
here, they said, adding
that he worked as a
tanker driver for a petrol
pump near the Bangla
Sahib Gurudwara.

Watery grave
Pratapgarh: Two children
drowned after they
slipped into a pond here
on Monday, police said.
They identified the
deceased as Jignesh
Gupta (8) and Shani (9),
residents of Vinaika vil-
lage under Aspur Police
station limits. They were
studying in Class III.

No plans 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Jammu and
Kashmir government on
Monday said it has no
plans to disengage
employees working under
its ‘Rehbar-e-Khel’,
‘Rehbar-e-Janglat’ and
Nehru Yuva Club schemes.
The clarification comes
amid a massive outrage
over a purported move to
re-advertise posts under
these schemes through
the Services Selection
Board, with extra weigh-
tage and age relaxation
for those currently hold-
ing these positions.

Defamation suit 
MMuummbbaaii::  BJP leader Kirit
Somaiya’s wife Medha
Somaiya on Monday
filed a civil defamation
suit against Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut and
sought damages of Rs
100 crore in the wake of
the latter accusing the
couple of wrongdoing
and being involved in a
“toilet scam”.

ED action
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Foreign cur-
rencies, including US dol-
lars and Euros, worth Rs
1.53 crore has been
seized from a passenger
at the Kolkata airport,
the Enforcement
Directorate said on
Monday.  The seizure
includes USD 1,65,000
and Euro 30,460, the fed-
eral agency said in a
statement.

RATH YATRA PREPARATION

Workers prepare wheels for the chariot of Lord Jagannath ahead of the upcoming annual Jagannath Rath
Yatra, in Ahmedabad, Monday.
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A child feeds pigeons
during a cloudy day, in New

Delhi, Monday.
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Tokyo, May 23 (PTI): 

India and Japan are
“natural partners” and
Japanese investments
have played an important
role in India’s develop-
ment journey, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Monday as he un-
derlined that the global
community is witnessing
an extraordinary scale
and speed of infrastruc-
ture and capacity develop-
ment in the country.

Addressing the Indian
community here on the
first day of his two-day
visit to Tokyo, Modi also
said that India’s relation-
ship with Japan is one of
strength, respect and com-
mon resolve for the world.

“India and Japan are
natural partners. Japan
has played an important
role in India’s develop-
ment journey, said Modi,
who is visiting Tokyo at
the invitation of his
Japanese counterpart
Fumio Kishida. Modi and

Kishida will be holding bi-
lateral talks here on
Tuesday.

Modi said that Japan is
an important partner in
building infrastructure
and manufacturing capac-
ity in India. He cited
M u m b a i - A h m e d a b a d
High Speed Rail, Delhi-
Mumbai Industrial
Corridor, dedicated
freight corridors- as exam-

ples of India-Japan coop-
eration.

He said India’s relation-
ship with Japan is that of
Buddha, of knowledge, of
meditation.

“Today’s world needs to
follow the path shown by
Gautam Buddha. This is
the only way to save hu-
manity from the chal-
lenges like violence, anar-
chy, terrorism and climate

change,” Modi said in his
over 35-minute-long
speech.

Modi said that in the
last two years, the way
global chain supply was
disrupted, the entire sup-
ply chain was question-
able.

“To avert such a situa-
tion in future, we are mov-
ing ahead with the resolu-
tion of ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’. Our resolution of
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ is
not only for India, this is
also a very big investment
for stable and sustained
global chain supply,” Modi
said.

Noting that India has al-
ways found a solution no
matter how big the prob-
lem is, Modi said that dur-
ing coronavirus pandem-
ic, there was an atmos-
phere of uncertainty, but
even in that situation,
India supplied ‘Made in
India’ vaccines to crores of
its citizens and also sent it
to more than 100 coun-
tries.

Pune, May 23 (PTI):

Farmers arriving at the
Solapur Agriculture
Produce Market
Committee (APMC) have
been complaining of a
tremendous fall in the
prices of onions, with sev-
eral of them saying they
were not even getting the
cost of production in
transactions of the
kitchen staple.

Omkar Patekar, a
farmer from Anjangaon,
some 250 kilometres from
here, on Monday said he
had brought 40 sacks of
onions to trade but ended
up with a loss.

“After paying for trans-
port, porter fees etc, I did
not earn a penny, instead
suffered a loss of Rs 7. My
onion stock was sold at
around Rs 1 per kilogram.
I have 80 sacks of onions
at my farm but I would
rather let it rot there than
bring it here and suffer
losses,” he claimed.

Pune APMC officials
said onions were fetching

anything between Rs 9-11
per kilogram for the big
ones and at least Rs 3 per
kg for the lowest quality
produce.

“This year the yield is
good but farmers do not
have storage facilities.
Monsoon is approaching
and, therefore, farmers
are selling off their pro-
duce quickly, which in
turn is pulling down
prices,” Pune APMC offi-
cial Madhukant Garad
said.

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI): 

The Inter-State Council,
which works to promote
and support cooperative
federalism in the country,
has been reconstituted
with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as chair-
man and chief ministers
of all states and six Union
ministers as members.

Ten union ministers
will be the permanent in-
vitees to the Inter-State
Council, according to an
official notification.

The government has
also reconstituted the
standing committee of
the Inter-State Council
with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah as
chairman. While the

prime minister is the
chairman, chief minis-
ters of all states and
Union Territories having
a legislative assembly and
the administrators of UTs
not having a legislative as-
sembly have been made
members. The union min-
isters who were made
members of the council

are: Rajnath Singh, Amit
Shah, Nirmala
Sitharaman, Narendra
Singh Tomar, Virendra
Kumar, Hardeep Singh
Puri, Nitin Gadkari, S
Jaishankar, Arjun
Munda, Piyush Goyal,
Dhamendra Pradhan,
Pralhad Joshi, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Gajendra

Singh Shekhawat, Kiren
Rijiju and Bhupender
Yadav. The mandate of the
council is to create a
strong institutional
framework to promote
and support cooperative
federalism in the country,
activate the council and
zonal councils by organis-
ing its regular meetings.

It also facilitates consid-
eration of all pending and
emerging issues of the
centre- state and inter-
state relations by the
zonal councils and inter-
state council and develop
a sound system of moni-
toring the implementa-
tion of the recommenda-
tions of the inter-state
council and zonal coun-
cils.

Patna, May 23:

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Monday
said his government
would soon start work on a
caste census after taking
the views of all parties,
backing opposition leader
Tejashwi Yadav’s demand
while lining up a new snub
for ally BJP.

An all-party meet on a
caste census is tentatively
scheduled for May 27, he
said. “We will call an all-
party meeting to take
everyone’s views on a
caste-based census. Then
the proposal will be pre-
sented before the state cab-
inet. We have spoken to
some parties on conduct-

ing the meeting on 27
(May) but we are waiting
for some parties to re-
spond. After a final deci-
sion, the proposal will go
to the cabinet and then we
will start work,” the chief
minister told reporters.

“We have started talks
with every party. Everyone
is not on board. We are
waiting for their re-
sponse,” Nitish Kumar
said. The Chief Minister
acted reportedly after RJD
leader Tejashwi Yadav
threatened to seize the
campaign with a march to
Delhi. Nitish Kumar im-
mediately met with him

and reportedly shared a
roadmap of a caste census
in the state, charging
ahead even though he
knows it will annoy the
BJP. The RJD alleges it
was that meeting which
led to the CBI raids on
their founder Lalu Yadav,
and a fresh corruption
case. The BJP wanted to
send out a sharp message
to Nitish Kumar - in case
he planned to cozy up to
the RJD — and the raids
appeared to be well-timed,
the RJD claims.

Nitish Kumar’s deputy,
Tarkishor Prasad of the
BJP, was noncommittal on
whether the BJP agreed
with Nitish Kumar on the
caste census.

Varanasi, May 23 (PTI):

A district court here re-
served its order for
Tuesday on which petition
is to be heard first in the
Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri
complex case transferred
to it by the Supreme
Court.

The court of District
Judge A K Vishvesh heard
arguments from both the
Hindu and Muslim sides.

A fresh plea seeking per-
mission to worship the
“Shivling” claimed to have
been found on the
Gyanvapi mosque premis-
es during a videography
survey ordered by a lower
court was also filed.

The apex court had on

Friday transferred the
Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri
complex case from a civil
judge (senior division) to a
district judge, saying look-
ing at the “complexities”
and “sensitivity” of the
issue, it is better if a sen-
ior judicial officer having
an experience of over 25-30
years handles this case.

“After hearing argu-
ments of both sides, the
court will on Tuesday give
its verdict on which peti-
tion is to be heard first,”
said Madan Mohan Yadav,
a lawyer for the Hindu
side.

The Hindu side argued
that since a court-appoint-
ed commission has com-
pleted its work, the oppo-

nents should present their
objections on it.

Yadav said they pleaded
to make available the com-
mission’s report and
videography done by it to
present its side on it.

Anjuman Intezamia
Masjid Committee’s
lawyer Mohammad
Tauhid Khan argued that
the writ is not sustainable,
hence, it should be dis-
missed.

A fresh petition was also
moved on Monday by Dr
Kulpati Tiwari, Mahant of
Kashi Vishwanath temple,
for regular “pujan” (wor-
ship) of the Shivling ,
which he said was found
in the Gyanvapi mosque
complex.

Jammu, May 23 (PTI):

Having controlled mili-
tancy in the Chenab Valley
for the last 15 years, the
Army on Monday reached
out to the families of slain
and surrendered militants
there to address their
grievances, a defence
spokesman said.

Chenab Valley, compris-
ing Doda, Kishtwar and
Ramban districts of
Jammu region, is an evolv-
ing cultural, educational
and tourism hub of the
union territory. The valley
was severely affected by
militancy from 1990 to
2007.

“Although the ‘Awam’
(people) by and large does
not favour bloodshed and

separatist politics, due to
inadequate employment
opportunities and lack of
awareness amongst the
local youth, they are vul-
nerable to the lures of the
inimical and anti-national
elements,” the spokesman
said.

In order to look into the
problems being faced by
the surrendered militants
and the families of those
killed, and to monitor
their rehabilitation and
reformation efforts, the
Army organised a meeting
at Gundoh in Doda, he
said.

“The event is also seen
as an appropriate forum to
interact with surrendered
militants, their families
and families of killed mili-

tants and provide them the
required guidance and as-
sistance in their rehabili-
tation and reformation ef-
forts,” he added.

He said 14 surrendered
militants and families of
slain terrorists attended
the event from Gundoh
and surrounding villages.

The spokesman said
similar meetings were or-
ganised at Patnazi,
Thathri, Shergwari,
Kishtwar and Gahan in
nearby Kishtwar district.

“During the course of
interaction, initiatives
being undertaken for de-
velopment of the region
and problems being faced
by them were discussed
and solutions were
sought,” he said.

Kolkata, May 23 (PTI):

Alleging that the Union
government was using
central agencies to inter-
fere into state affairs, West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Monday said that the BJP-
led dispensation was bull-
dozing the country’s feder-
al structure.

Banerjee, addressing a
press meet here, claimed
that the “saffron party
rule was worse than that
of Adolf Hitler, Joseph
Stalin or Benito
Mussolini”. She stated
that central agencies
“should be given autono-
my” to protect democracy.
“The BJP-led central gov-

ernment is using the cen-
tral agencies to interfere
into the state’s affairs. It is
bulldozing the federal
structure of the country.
There is Tughlaqi rule in
force,” she said.

“The agencies must be
granted autonomy and al-
lowed to work impartially
without any political in-
terference,” the CM added.

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Monday termed it a “very
sorry” state of affairs and
“shocking” that a trial
court in Bihar acquitted
the accused in a murder
case without examining
all the witnesses.

The apex court made the
remarks while dismissing
a plea against the Patna
High Court verdict which
had set aside an order of
the trial court acquitting
the accused.

The top court said it
shocks its conscience that
this kind of thing is hap-
pening in Bihar.

A vacation bench of
Justices D Y Chandrachud

and Bela M Trivedi, which
was hearing a plea arising
out of the high court
judgement, said it is not
inclined to interfere with
the July 2018 verdict.

Does it not shock your
conscience? At least, it
shocks my conscience that
this is what happens in
states like Bihar. It is
shocking, to be very hon-
est, Justice Chandrachud
observed, adding, It is a
very sorry state of affairs.

We are not inclined to
entertain the Special
Leave Petition under
Article 136 of the
Constitution of India. The
Special Leave Petition is
accordingly dismissed, the
bench said in its order.

Gyanvapi: Whose plea first,
court to decide today

‘Centre bulldozing
federal structure’

BJP rule worse than that of Hitler, Stalin

Mamata Banerjee

Army comes to aid of families 
of killed, surrendered militants 

SORRY STATE OF AFFAIRS

‘Acquittal in murder case without
witnesses being examined’

PM headed Inter-State Council reconstituted
Amit Shah chairman of standing committee

Union ministers as members
The union ministers who were made members of the council
are: Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah, Nirmala Sitharaman, Narendra
Singh Tomar, Virendra Kumar, Hardeep Singh Puri, Nitin
Gadkari, S Jaishankar, Arjun Munda, Piyush Goyal, Dhamendra
Pradhan, Pralhad Joshi, Ashwini Vaishnaw, Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Kiren Rijiju and Bhupender Yadav.

CMs as members 
The chief ministers of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh are also
members of the standing committee of the Inter-State Council.

Nitish accepts Tejaswi’s
demand for caste census

 Snub for ally BJP

Onion farmers 
complain of low prices

‘Good yield, lack of 

storage possible reason’

Pune APMC officials said
onions were fetching anything
between Rs 9-11 per kilogram
for the big ones and at least Rs
3 per kg for the lowest quality
produce. “This year the yield is
good but farmers do not have
storage facilities. Monsoon is
approaching and, therefore,
farmers are selling off their
produce quickly, which in turn
is pulling down prices,” Pune
APMC official Madhukant
Garad said.

PM TO INDIAN COMMUNITY  

India, Japan are ‘natural partners’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets members of the
Indian community during an event, in Tokyo.

Man, wife, 

daughter end lives 
NNaarrmmaaddaappuurraamm:: A man, his wife
and their teenage daughter were
on Monday found hanging in
their home in Pipariya in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Narmadapuram, a police official
said. The official identified the
deceased as Makarand
Vishwakarma (40), a daily wage
labourer with a local college, his
wife Shashi (38) and their
daughter Nikita (19). “When
Vishwakarma’s’s nephew came
to their home in VV Giri ward, he
did not get a response despite
knocking on the door for a long
time. He peeped through a win-
dow and found the three hang-
ing and alerted police,” Station
Road Pipariya police station
inspector Nikita Wilson told PTI.
“Some time ago, a clerk of the
college where Vishwakarma
worked had committed suicide
and had a left note which said
the former had papers due to
which he was ending his life. The
suicide note of Vishwakarma
claims he had no such paper as
mentioned by the deceased
clerk,” the official said. She said
she did not have details of what
papers were being mentioned in
the two suicide notes as the case
of the clerk was being probed by
the railway police.

Goverdhan Prasad Srivas 

Bhilai, May 23:
Commercial Tax
Department employee
Goverdhan Prasad
Srivas left for heavenly
abode at the age of 45
years. Funeral proces-
sion was taken out from
his residence situated at
Umda Road, Bhilai -3
and last rites of the mor-
tal remains were per-
formed at Umda
Muktidham. He was the
elder son of Dwarika
Prasad Srivas, husband
of Shiv Kumari, father
of Hemlata and Ragini.

OBITUARY
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BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2233::  A delegate of
Laghu Udyog Bharti met AK
Bhatta, ED (MM) BSP at Ispat
Bhawan to discuss various is-
sues related to the industry. At
the outset, Laghu Udyog
Bharti, State General
Secretary CP Dubey presented
a bouquet to AK Bhatta. In the
meeting that followed, impor-
tant areas were discussed in
detail mainly pertaining to the
problems being faced by the
MSMEs due to sudden in-
crease in prices. 

The Executive Director, AK
Bhatta assured to reconsider
about the RPN. Secretary of
Laghu Udyog Bharti, Industrial
Unit, Avi Sehgal talked about
treating the entrepreneurs sen-
sitively. Important discussion
was also held on categorization
wherein the ED was briefed
about the challenges being
faced by the entrepreneurs due

to sudden implementation of
categorization. On this, Mr
Prabhakar, Technical Advisor
told that there is some problem
in its mapping. The President,
Laghu Udyog Bharti, Industrial
Unit, Preetpal Singh proposed
that in such a situation, till the
categorization becomes fully
enforceable, why not put a stay
on categorization and let the
earlier process of tender be al-
lowed to continue.

Yogesh Gupta, Vice
President of Laghu Udyog
Bharti, Industrial Unit suggest-

ed to Tapan Kumar, CGM, that
if discussions between BSP and
MSMEs is held from time to
time, there is likelihood that
the difficulties will be sorted
out within a certain time
frame. Manohar Sharma urged
the State General Secretary to
pay attention to the registra-
tion of women entrepreneurs.
It is expected that this initial
meeting will prove to be a mile-
stone for MSMEs in the times
to come, informed a Laghu
Udyog Bharti press commu-
nique.  

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 23: The
Bhilai Unit of Prajapita
Brahmakumari Ishwariya
Vishwavidyalaya has
made a complaint to the
District Collector, Police
Superintendent and other
authorities regarding an
alleged imposter (lady)
who is roaming in the city
under the guise of
Brahmakumari. Her activ-
ities are causing harm to
the image of the
B r a h m a k u m a r i s
Organisation.

P r a j a p i t a
Brahmakumari Ishwariya
Vishwavidyalaya is an in-
ternational and spiritual
institution of repute,
whose branches are
spread in 140 countries all
over the world. The
Brahmakumaris Institute

is known all over the world
for Raja Yoga meditation
and for its ideal and high
values. This is the first in-
stitute in the world which
is completely controlled by
the Brahmakumari
Sisters. This institute is
making people's lives bet-
ter by inculcating moral
values in people. All the
programs of the institu-
tion all over the world and
various positive courses of
Raja Yoga Meditation, per-
sonality development and
life management are com-
pletely free of cost.

In a press communiqué,
the Bhilai Unit of
Brahmakumaris informed
that a lady identified as M
Usha is often seen in pub-
lic places in the city. She is
dressed like
Brahmakumaris in white
saree and wears a badge

also. Many renowned citi-
zens have informed the
Brahmakumaris Bhilai
Centre that the lady seeks
donations from the people
at public places. Posing as
Brahmakumari, she has
even visited the houses of
some people demanding
money for the organisa-
tion's activities.

BK Bhilai Centre in-

charge informed that the
lady M Usha is not associ-
ated with the organisa-
tion. Her activities are
against the dignity of the
organisation. As she is
moving around under the
guise of Brahmakumari,
her activities are tarnish-
ing the image of a presti-
gious devotional organisa-
tion. The Brahmakumaris
Organisation will not be
responsible if the lady M
Usha causes any mental or
physical harm to any per-
son. BK Bhilai Centre I/c
has demanded from the
District Collector and
Police Superintendent to
take legal action against
the alleged imposter to put
an end to her unexpected
activities and protect the
dignity and pride of a
global spiritual organisa-
tion.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 23: Dev
Sanskriti College of
Education and
Technology (DSCET),
Khapri, Durg has received
B+ grade accreditation
from National Assessment
and Accreditation Council
(NAAC). The council pro-
vided 2.59 CGPA to the in-
stitute in the assessment.
It was the first NAAC as-
sessment of this college.
Vedmata Gayatri
Shikshan Samiti
President Vasudev Prasad
Sharma and Director Jyoti
Sharma have appreciated
and greeted the Principal
Kuber Gurupanch, IQAC
I/c Mamta Dubey, NAAC
Coordinator Jyoti Purohit
and the entire team of
DSCET.

Hemchand Yadav
University Dean Dr

Prashant Kumar
Srivastava congratulated
the DSCET team on tele-
phone. College
Management Committee
President Vasudev Prasad
Sharma and Director Jyoti
Sharma have asked the
Principal and his team to
follow the suggestions
given by the NAAC Peer

Team.
It needs to be mentioned

here that the NAAC Peer
Team had conducted a
visit to DSCET on May 03
and 04. Team Chairman
Prof Suryanarayan
Panda, Coordinator Prof
Mantan Kumar, Jyoti
Singh and member Prof
Patil had conducted as-

sessment of the infra-
structure and other
arrangements of the col-
lege and had expressed
satisfaction. After discus-
sion with the faculty, the
team appreciated them
and had given some impor-
tant suggestions for im-
provement.

Principal has thanked
Varsha Sharma, Reena
Manikpuri, Preeti Pandey,
Archana Pandey, Kirtilata
Soni, Chitrarekha
Raghuvanshi, Priyanka
Pandey, Sarita Tamrakar
and Vandana Kosre of
College's Education
Department; Preeti
Janghel and Aafreen of
Commerce Department;
Jaihind Kachauriya of
Computer Science,
Librarian Yogesh Sahu,
Dhanesh Yadu, Ganesh
Sahu and all the staff
members.
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Bhilai, May 23: On the
fourth Day of skill devel-
opment workshop organ-
ised by women cell (
Vividha ) of Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Mahavidyalaya  in collabo-
ration with INIFD, train-
ing was given on proper
catwalk to the partici-
pants. The fourth day ses-
sion started with how to
dress in proper attire in a
fashion show with acces-
sories, hairstyles and se-
lection of footwear.

The experts from INIFD
said for the catwalk
footwear should be pencil
hills and one should avoid
wedges, snickers and
other foot-wears. They

checked each participants
outfits and suggested alter-

natives to give them a per-
fect model look. Experts

from INIFD Harsha
Chandrikapura said that
she was the first student of
Chhattisgarh to partici-
pate in Newyork Fashion-
week.

She also said the per-
sons who are hefty should
wear straight outfits with
slits on both sides. The
housewives came forward
and were excited to get the
tips on how to wear simple
sarees in style with proper
accessories and hairstyle.

The staff and non teach-
ing staff of college partici-
pated in this workshop
whole heartedly and
thanked the INIFD staff to
share the important guide-
lines regarding the fash-
ion. Soniya, Harsha were
experts from INIFD.

SAIL celebrates fifty years of 
incorporation with a special logo

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 23: Steel
Authority of India
Limited (SAIL), the ma-
haratna steelmaking pub-
lic sector unit, is celebrat-
ing the company's fifty
years of incorporation
this year in 2022. SAIL was
incorporated on January
24, 1973.

SAIL's legacy of fifty
years is being celebrated

with the launch of a new
commemorative logo and
will be followed by several
events to be held all across
the company throughout
the year. The design of the
commemorative logo re-
tains the essence of SAIL's
company logo while bring-
ing out the spirit of fifty
years of journey of this
company. The logo was
launched by Soma
Mondal, Chairman, SAIL

in presence of the
Company's directors on
May 23, 2022. This feat is a
testimony of the compa-
ny's sustained efforts and
initiatives in ensuring bet-
ter stakeholders' engage-
ment and contribution in
nation building over the
years. Information on this
account was given in a
press communique by the
local SAIL unit-Bhilai
Steel Plant.

Villagers complain embezzlement of
money through forged muster roll

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 23: On
Monday, the villagers of
Ghughasideeh made a com-
plaint regarding embezzle-
ment of MGNREGA funds.
The villagers submitted the
complaint to the District
Collector during the week-
ly Jandarshan. They al-
leged that 01 week wages of
69 laborers had been em-
bezzled by producing
forged master rolls.

They informed that the
work of deepening of
Amha pond is approved
under MGNREGA in vil-
lage Ghughasideeh. The
work of deepening the
pond was conducted in 01
month. According to the
complainants, the
Sarpanch got the names of
69 laborers included in the
master roll of a week with-
out any work. They alleged
that it was a case of embez-
zlement of government
funds.

The applicants demand-
ed to lodge an FIR against
the person who misused
the government funds.
Taking cognizance of the
matter, the Collector for-
warded the application to
the concerned officer.

In another case, the
farmers of Village Rakhi
are worried about the
Kharif crop. The farmers
shared their concern with
the District Collector and
informed him that they do
not want to remain depend-
ent on rainfall. So they ap-
plied for a transformer to
the electricity department
a year ago so that they
could easily operate the
motor pumps in their
fields.

The department had to
provide electricity connec-
tion to the applicants after
installing poles. The appli-
cant informed that he had
applied in 2021 at Jamgaon
(M) office of Chhattisgarh
State Electricity

Distribution Company and
also deposited the required
documents and amount of
Rs 24,430/-. But till now nei-
ther electric poles nor
transformers have been in-
stalled. The farmers are
worried about the next
crop due to the negligent at-
titude of the power compa-
ny.

The applicant requested
the Collector that electrici-
ty should be provided to
him through power poles
after installing transform-

ers at the earliest. Taking
cognizance of the matter,
the Collector sent the appli-
cation to the concerned of-
ficer of the Electricity
Department.

In another case, a woman
of village Dhaur submitted
an application related to
her family dispute. She in-
formed that her husband,
who is a resident of
Gondpendri, has married
another woman without
giving her a divorce, which
is an offense in the eyes of

law. The woman wants
legal action against her
husband. The Collector
sent the application to the
police department.

Ramnagar Urla Durg
(Ward No 57) citizens com-
plained about lack of basic
facilities like roads, drains
in their area for the last five
years. The citizens said
that they had approached
the Municipal Corporation
several times but the civic
body has not even conduct-
ed an inspection to provide
the civic services. They
added that the locals are
facing many problems and
the situation becomes dire
during the rainy days.

They requested to take
appropriate action in this
direction. Taking cog-
nizance of the matter, the
Collector sent the applica-
tion to the concerned offi-
cer of the Municipal
Corporation. On Monday,
55 applications were re-
ceived in Jandarshan.

Saroj reviews expansion work
under Raipur Railway Division 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 23: Rajya
Sabha MP Saroj Pandey
on Monday today met the
senior railway officers of
Raipur Division and re-
viewed all the ongoing de-
velopment works related
to the railways in Raipur
Division.

During the discussion,
Railway officials informed
that all the development
and expansion works sanc-
tioned by the Central
Government are going on
smoothly and it is likely to
be completed in the near
future.

It was informed that the
work of second line from
Raipur to Lakholi has al-
most been completed and

within two months, rail
operation will start in it.
The tender which was in-
vited to appoint an archi-
tect for the beautification
and expansion of Durg
station, the process has
gone ahead and the agency
for this will be decided

soon. Ms Pandey inquired
about all the ROBs/RUBs
project in the Durg area
and directed them to get
the work completed at the
earliest.

Pandey said that the
Central Government led
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has im-
plemented hundreds of
projects to increase the
railway network and im-
prove the facilities in the
entire country and has
targeted to work on it as
per the stipulated time
frame. Development for
the convenience of the
people is the main mantra
of this government and
the lack of funds will
never come in the way of
development.

Saroj Pandey

Summer Sports coaching camp inaugurated at Rajhara
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 23: The
Summer Sports coaching
camp was inaugurated at
Volleyball ground at
Rajhara on May 20, 2022.
Tapan Sutradhar, CGM I/c
(Mines and Rowghat) was
the Chief Guest on the occa-
sion. Organised by
Personnel department of
Iron Ore Complex, the
camp could not be held dur-
ing the last few years due to
the COVID pandemic.

Sportspersons will be im-
parted training in 7 games
during the month-long
camp. The camp is opera-
tional from 6:00 hrs to 8:30
hrs daily. Nutritious break-
fast and jaggery will be
given to the participants of
the sports camp. The camp
will conclude on June 13,
2022.

Chief Guest Tapan
Sutradhar in his address
elucidated on the impor-
tance of the camp and said
that games are an essential
part of life. He assured full
support from the manage-
ment in making the coach-
ing camp a successful ven-
ture. Vikash Chandra,
DGM (Personnel) shared
that this year marks the
golden jubilee of the
Summer Sports coaching

camp. The camp was organ-
ised for the first time in
1972, he said. Sports is a
medium for channelizing
the energies of partici-
pants in the right direction,
he added. Maya Ram, GM
and Sports Trainer pre-
sented his views on the oc-
casion.

The Summer Sports
coaching camp was inaugu-
rated by Tapan Sutradhar,
CGM I/c (Mines and

Rowghat) and R C Behera,
Vikash Chandra, Bipin
Kumar, Chintala Shrikant,
Prashant Sirpurkar, Vinod
Kumar Shrivastav, Arun
Kumar, Maya Ram,
Shamshad Raza, Satyendra
Kumar, Nitesh Chhatri, S
Man, Abhay Singh,
Mankar, MP Singh and oth-
ers by playing a Volleyball
match.

General Managers,
Senior officers, Trainers,

members of Officers
Association, Union repre-
sentatives and players were
present on the occasion.
Sudharshan, NIC coach and
member of the Personnel
department played a pivotal
role in organising the pro-
gramme. The framework of
the camp was prepared by
JS Baghel, Assistant
Manager (Personnel). The
Vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Praveen Marathe.

Students get cat walk tips at Skill
development workshop at SSMV

DSCET receives NAAC Accreditation with B+ Grade

Imposter roaming in city under
the guise of Brahmakumari

Laghu Udyog Bharti delegate
meets ED (MM), BSP
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HOUSE FOR NAXAL VICTIM

CM Bhupesh Baghel handed over keys of 30 dwelling units constructed for the naxal victims under ‘Naxal Pidit
Purnahvas Yojana’ in Datewada on Monday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 23: A meet-
ing was held under the
chairmanship of Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain at
Mantralaya (Mahanadi
Bhawan) here today to dis-
cuss development of infra-
structure on a large scale
to turn Gouthans (cow-
shelters) in Chhattisgarh
to industrial parks. Other
important issues including
technical, infrastructure,
financial resources,
human resources were dis-
cussed in detail for setting
up rural industrial parks.
Adviser to the Chief
Minister Pradeep Sharma
was specially present in
the meeting.

Officers present at the
meeting put forward sever-
al important suggestions
for making women’s self
help groups being trained
for rural industrial parks
more active, providing em-
ployment to local youth,
and making arrangements
for marketing and materi-
als required for production
of local necessities for de-
velopment of Gouthanks
into rural industrial parks.
Chief Minister’s Advisor
Pradeep Sharma gave im-

portant suggestions
through presentation
about various technical as-
pects and plans for the es-
tablishment of Rural
Industrial Park.

The Chief Secretary
asked the officers to work
in coordination with each
other to develop rural in-
dustrial parks. Principal
Chief Conservator of
Forest Rakesh Chaturvedi,
Additional Chief Secretary
to Chief Minister Subrat
Sahoo, Principal Secretary
Village Industries and
Coordinator Rural
Industrial Park Dr Alok
Shukla, Secretary
Agriculture and
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr
Kamalpreet Singh,

Secretary Panchayat and
Rural Development
Department R Prasanna,
Secretary of Finance
Department Mrs Alarmel
Mangai D, Nodal Officer

Godhan Nyay Yojana Ayaz
Tamboli and senior offi-
cers of Agriculture and
other concerned depart-
ments were present at the
meeting.

Gouthans to be developed
as Rural Industrial Parks

CS reviews about MMY
Chief Secretary Amitabh Jain also reviewed about

‘Mukhyamantri Mitan Yojana’ (MMY) of Urban
Administration department through video confer-
encing here on Monday. During review he made it
clear that as & when someone contacts on Toll Free
No. 14545, he should be given detailed information
about all the important documents required, so that
when the ‘Mitan’ contacts the applicant, he is ready
with all documents at home. In such circumstances it
would be possible to provide the required certificate
by the applicant on time. CS directed to send informa-
tion about return of the application due to shortage
of some documents through SMS. Raipur, May 23: A e-rick-

shaw was dashed by a car
being recklessly driven op-
posite Bhatgaon Bus Stand
and in this three in the e-
rickshaw got injured and
out of which one is bit seri-
ous. The car driver has been
arrested and this entire case

is that of Tikrapara thana.
As per information in

this regard, a car was care-
lessly driven opposite the
Inter-State Bus Stand in
Bhatgaon and he dashed
against an e-rickshaw pass-
ing nearby. In this 4-5 per-
sons were travelling and out
of which 3 got injured and
one of them got seriously

injured. One of the passen-
ger’s leg bone got fractured
and was taken to hospital
for treatment. The Police
has arrested the car driver
and taking further action
against him. The car was
driven by Roshan Sapre,
R/o DD nagar Raipur.

Car dashes against e-rickshaw, 3 injured

Raipur, May 23: It was
after an accident by
Boleno vehicle coming
from wrong side against
the car on May 22 night
near Church’s main gate
that the Police arrested the
accused Arshad Ali and a
minor boy along with a
sword and ‘ganja’ in their
possession. Due to this ac-
cident the front wind-
shield of the car, door and
tyre got damaged and it
even caused injuries to ap-
plicant, son and father in
the car. The accused and
minor boy in the Boleno
car bearing No. CG 04 HQ
1053 even scolded the fami-

ly members and misbe-
haved with them. A case
under section 279, 337, 294
was filed against them.

It was on prompt action
by Saraswati Nagar Police
station that the team
nabbed both the accused
from Boleno vehicle and
when asked they started
misleading the Police.
When the Police conduct-
ed search of their vehicle
they found 3 swords and
‘ganja’ in their possession.
When the police seriously
interrogated, they dis-
closed that they have

Baleno car bearing No. CG
04 HQ 1053 from Ahmed
Colony under Kotwali
Thana on March 16 and
had come out on May 22
with swords in their car
and with intention for
some major crime. Since
the two were moving in
stolen car, the accident
took place in-between.

The Boleno car belongs
to owner Suresh Kumar
Gupta, R/o Ahmed Colony
and report in this regard
was lodged in Kotwali
Thana and a case under
section 457 and 380 of IPC
has been filed there. The
accused and the minor boy
were taken into arrest
along with 3 swords and
‘ganja’ and a case under
section 34 of IPC and 25,27
of Arms Act and 20 (II)  (A)
of Narcotics Act was filed
against them .

Two nabbed with 3 swords
and ‘Ganja’ in stolen car

Dashed a car while
moving in their
stolen Boleno car
on Sunday night

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May23: A com-
plaint against the
Medical Officer and HoD
of Dialysis Department
of DKS Super Specialty
Hospital Dr Vikas Singh
has been received and
the nursing staff has
filed the complaint of
misbehaviour by the doc-
tor. It was based upon the
complaint by the female
nursing staff of DKS
that a case has been filed
and the police is holding
interrogation with him.

The staff nurse of DKS
Super Specialty Hospital
has charged that during

the interview the doctor
has used indescent
words and the staff
nurse also informed that
the doctor has warned to
terminate her is she does
not accept his demands.
The doctor used foul lan-
guage while speaking to
her and was forcing her
to accept the words ask-
ing her to become his
girlfriend and other de-
meaning words.

On this complaint
Golebazar Police Thana
has filed a case against
the doctor and taken him
into arrest.

HoD of Dialysis deptt
taken into arrest

On charges of using
foul language and
misbehaving with
nurse during an
interview

Central Chronicle News

Dantewada, May 23:
‘Dannex’—the home-
grown clothing brand of
Chhattisgarh’s tribal

dominated Dantewada
district—is all set to hit
the international market.
An MoU has been inked
between Dannex FPO
and Export House
Tirupur—one of the
largest wholesale unit in
the country—for export
of apparels made in
Chhindnar, the fifth unit
of Dannex. Now, apparels
of this ‘desi’ brand will
also be seen in the mar-
kets of US and UK.

Meanwhile, in a bid to

make women self-reliant
and provide them with
employment opportuni-
ties, Nava Dantewada
Garment Factory was es-
tablished in Haram
Gram Panchayat falling
under Chhattisgarh’s
worst Maoist-hit
Dantewada district.
Tribal women are en-
gaged in tailoring work
manufacturing clothes
under the brand name
‘Dannex’ which is an ab-
breviation for

‘Dantewada Next’.
Started about 16

months ago with the help
of district administra-
tion, this homegrown
brand depicts rich tribal
culture and tradition of
the district. After the suc-
cess of this first cloth fac-
tory in Haram, similar
units have been estab-
lished in Barsoor, Karli
and Katekalyan villages.

A batch of about 6 lakh
85 thousand apparels
worth Rs 50 crore have
been sent to Bangalore in
the last 16 months from
these four units of
Dannex which are being
sold across the country
from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari. About 800
tribals mostly women
from Dantewada district
have got employment
through this initiative.
Women who once spent
days in the shadow of
poverty are earning
more than Rs 7000 per

month today.
Meanwhile, as a part of

his meet and greet pro-
gramme (Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan), Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel visited
Katekalyan unit of
Dannex today. He also in-
teracted with the women
working here. The
women working said
with all smiles that they
are happy with their
earnings here and are
progressing towards
achieving financial inde-
pendence.

Chhattisgarh is setting
an example for other
states of the country in
terms for its steps taken
towards poverty allevia-
tion and economic em-
powerment. Due to the ef-
forts of the state govern-
ment, Naxalism has con-
fined to only few pockets
in Chhattisgarh and peo-
ple here are paving the
way for development.

Dantewada’s desi ‘Dannex’ brand all set to go global
MoU signed for fifth
unit of Dannex, now
clothes made in
Dantewada will be
sold in international
market

CM inspects
Dannex Katekalyan
Unit, interacts with
women working in
the unit

Tribal women did
business of Rs 50 cr
in 16 months, 800
tribals of
Dantewada got
employment

Raipur, May 23: A short
conservation of
Katekalyan’s Parvati with
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has got her an op-
portunity to go England.
Parvati More, a woman
hailing from Katekalyan
thanked Chief Minister

for the state government’s
initiative of procuring
minor forest produce at
support price saying that
they all have been benefit-
ted with this initiative.
She added that this time
we are going to export

Mahua to England.
The woman’s face

flushed with excitement
when Chief Minister
asked if she wants to go
England. “Will send you to
England” said Mr. Baghel
after seeing the excite-
ment and broad smile on
Parvati’s face. Parvati told
the Chief Minister that
nearly 40 thousand quin-
tals of Mahua has been
collected by various

groups. MFP collectors are
very happy with the state
government’s policies.

It is worth mentioning
that the work Mahua col-
lection is done on a large
scale in the Katekalyan
area. People keep collect-
ing it throughout the sea-
son of Mahua. New in-
come opportunities will be
created here with the
Mahua reaching interna-
tional markets.

‘Destiny of Parvati will change, now she will travel to England’
p Katekalyan’s Parvati

is exporting Mahua
to England
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Raipur, May 23:
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Council (CSCC)
has been formed in the
state and its procedure
has been completed.
After its formation, the
membership drive has
been started and in this
the membership will be
provided to the old and

existing cricket players
and sports lovers and
would also be provided
right to vote and ap-
point office bearers in
senior posts. It is by
adopting the democratic
procedure in the
Council, the general
body meeting will be
called and selection of-
fice bearers will be done
and then work plan will

be finalized.
In all 32 districts the

Council will be pre-
pared and then Cricket
Academies will be es-
tablished and thou-
sands of good players,
good trainers and other
technical staff will be
recruited.

The state convener of
Chhattisgarh Khel
Mahasangh (CKM)

Advocate Praveen Jain
informed that there
thousands of talented
players in Chhattisgarh
and out of which only
few cricket players gets
selected and there are
hundreds of other tal-
ented players who could
not get opportunity to
exhibit their talent and
becomes disappointing
for them.

CSCC formed in state for budding cricket players

Raipur, May 23:
Chhattisgarh Table Tennis
Association (CTTA) on
Monday declared the team
for the 83rd Cadet & Sub
Junior National Table
Tennis tournament being
organized under the aegis
of Table Tennis Federation
of India at Indore from
May 26 to June1.

Providing the above in-
formation in a joint press
statement issued here, the
CTTA President Sharad
Shukla and Secretary
Vinay Baiswade said that
the players were provided
Track Suit and Sports Kit
for the national tourna-
ment. Pankaj Bolar from
Bilaspur and Geetangali
Pathak from Durg are
Coach and Team Managers
respectively for the tourna-
ment.

Anugrah Chaudhary
from Dhamtari, Pragya
Pathak from Durg, Nandita
Verma from Baloda Bazar

and Haritima Agrawal
from Raipur are in the Sub
Junior team for girls
whereas Chahak Kataria
from Raipur, Charvi
Madharia and Shuchi
Dubey from Durg and
Anushka Bardge from
Rajnandgaon are in the
Cadet Girls team.
Similarly, Ananya Gotekar
from Rajnandgaon and
Nehal Verma from Baloda
Bazar are in the Hopes
Girls team whereas Kashiv
Jain from Durg and
Lavanya Pandey from
Raipur are the additional
entry for the National tour-
nament.

In the boys team, Karan
Malhotra and Arjun
Malhotra from Raipur as
well as Andrew Williams
and Yashwant Decate are
the in the Sub junior team
whereas Arjun Malhotra,
Reyansh Pahwa from
Bilaspur, Samyak Sahu
from Bilaspur and Arav
Jain from Durg are in the
Cadet category.

Similarly, Arav Jain
from Durg, Vihan Agrawal
from Raipur are in the
Homes Boys team whereas
Gaurav Moon from Durg
and Raghav Tiwari from
Raipur are the additional
players.

CTTA announces team for Cadet & Sub-jr
National TT tournament

Raipur, May 23: Leaders
of Bharatiya Janata Party
Kisan Morcha took to
streets on Monday over
plight of farmers. Taking
out foot march all of them
reached cooperative socie-
ty office in Jora. With cow
dung in their hands they
shouted slogans outside
society office.

Charging society offi-
cers with committing ir-
regularities the Kisan
Morcha leader
Gourishankar Srivas said
that farmers were being
given poor quality ma-
nure. Supply of poor
quality manure is directly
affecting income of farm-
ers, he said. A delegation
of BJP leaders also sub-
mitted a memorandum
and warned of intensify-
ing agitation if action was
not taken on the com-

plaint of irregularities.
The BJP leaders alleged

that anti-farmer policies
were being implemented
in Chhattisgarh. Farmers
in the state are facing
many problems and situa-
tion has worsened to such
an extent that hundreds of
farmers have committed
suicide.

While Narendra Modi
government at the Center
is providing urea- fertiliz-
er at Rs 625 per quintal to
the farmers, attempt is
being made to loot farm-
ers in Chhattisgarh, the
BJP leaders said adding
that farmers are being
forced to take 3 sacks (90
kg) for 1000 quintals per
acre for taking substan-
dard manure and cow
dung mixed with sand and
soil.

The BJP Kisan Morcha
demanded that all the
farmers of the state
should be allowed to buy
vermicompost voluntarily
with elimination of the

obligation to buy 3 bags
(90 kg) of cow dung per
acre. Vermi compost
should be free from sand
and soil, they said.

While reducing the
amount of the last install-
ment of Rajiv Gandhi
Nyay Yojana by 30 to 50
percent, less amount (Rs
470 crore) has been re-
leased to the farmers, they
said and demanded that
the difference amount
should be released to the
farmers immediately.
Procurement of Rabi crop
of farmers in the state
should be started immedi-
ately at Rs. 2500 per quin-
tal, they demanded.

Congress in its mani-
festo had promised to give
paddy bonus of 2 years
pending during previous
government. Now that it
has been more than three
and a half years the
amount of outstanding
bonus should be released
to the farmers immediate-
ly, they said.

BJP Kisan Morcha takes to streets with cow dung
p Takes out foot march

in Raipur, gheraoes
cooperative society
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Dantewada, May 23: Chief
Minister inaugurated the
new unit of Denex today in
Katekalyan. Denex brand is
part of the innovation in

Dantewada, nationally ac-
claimed for its textile unit.
In this newly-inaugurated
textile unit, 100 women will
make garments. On the oc-
casion, MoU was signed for
the fifth unit of Denex,
Chhindnar. This MoU was
signed between Dannex
FPO and Export House
Tirupur, one of the largest
units of Whole Sale in the
country at Coimbatore,
Tamil Nadu.
Congratulating the women
employees on this occasion,
Chief Minister said that
this innovation of

Dantewada is gaining pop-
ularity across the country
and now this work is being
expanded through
Katekalyan Unit.
Overjoyed to have Chief
Minister amidst them,
women present on this oc-
casion, requested for his
autographs, and Chief
Minister gave them the au-
tograph. Chief Minister
also gifted a shirt of
Dannex brand to MP Mr.
Deepak Baij on the occa-
sion. It is noteworthy that
Dantewada has been estab-
lished as a new center of

textile business through
‘Dannex’. The high quality
of garments under Dannex
brand have led to their high
demand across the country.
Business organizations
from across the country are
approaching them. It is also
worth mentioning here
that so far four units of
Dannex have been commis-
sioned at Haram, Barsur,
Karli, Katekalyan and MoU
has been signed for the fifth
unit Chhindnar. It is also
noteworthy that the women
employees of Denex have
also made the 11 km long
chunari, which will be of-
fered by Chief Minister to
Danteshwari Mai.

On the occasion, Chief
Minister also had a look on
Dhenki rice. Officials in-
formed that in olden times,
rice was traditionally ex-
tracted from Dhenki, which
kept the nutritious proper-
ties of rice intact. On
which, Chief Minister said
that Dantewada has huge
potential for the experi-
ments of organic farming,
as the land here is already
fertile and there is abun-
dance of forest resources.
Chief Minister said that
the innovations taking
place in Dantewada are
compatible with the natu-
ral environment of the re-
gion, which is commend-
able.

CM inaugurates new unit
of Dannex in Katekalyan

Overjoyed to have
CM amidst, women
asked him for an
autograph, CM gift-
ed an attractive
shirt of Dannex to
the MP

Balod, May 23: The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the district level
Karma Mahotsav and
Bhoomi Pujan ceremony
organized at district head-
quarter Balod on Sunday.
The Chief Minister was
enthusiastically welcomed
with a flower garland pre-
sented by the office bear-
ers of Sahu Samaj.
Addressing the program,
the Chief Minister con-
gratulated everyone on e
occasion of the Bhakt
Mata Karma Jayanti.
Referring to the devotee
Mata Karma, he said that
if there is unwavering

faith, reverence and dedi-
cation towards God, then
the wish is definitely ful-
filled. Mata Karma had
proved that the devotion
and dedication of the
devotee has the power to
force the Lord to appear.
Earlier, the Chief Minister
wished for happiness and
prosperity of the state by
garlanding and lighting a
lamp on the photo of devo-
tee Mata Karma. He per-
formed Bhoomi Pujan of
the building construction
work of District Sahu
Samaj and announced that

Rs 50 lakh would be sanc-
tioned for the construction
work. He announced that
Balod’s women’s college
would be named after
devotee Mata Karma.

CM  Baghel honoured
the meritorious students
of Sahu Samaj by giving
them a citation.
Addressing the program,
he said that on the death
anniversary of former
Prime Minister Bharat
Ratna Late Shri Rajiv
Gandhi yesterday, more
than 26.68 lakh farmers,
landless agricultural

labourers, livestock farm-
ers and women associated
with self-help groups have
received an amount of Rs
1804.50 cr directly trans-
ferred to their bank ac-
counts. He said that
Chhattisgarh is the first
state in the country, which
has ensured the social and
economic rights of every
citizen through Nyaya
Yojana. The Chief
Minister said that under
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana (RGKNY), the first
installment amount of Rs.
87.27 cr was transferred to
the bank accounts of 1.36
lakh farmers of Balod dis-
trict. Under the Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana, Rs
2.57 cr was transferred to
12859 beneficiaries of
Balod district. The Chief
Minister said that along
with the support price of
paddy of the farmers,
minor forest produce is
also being purchased at
the support price. Earlier
07 types of minor forest

produce were purchased,
now 65 types of minor for-
est produce are being pur-
chased.

District in-charge
Minister Umesh Patel and
Sanjari-Balod MLA
Sangeeta Sinha also ad-
dressed the program and
extended best wishes to
the devotee Mata Karma
Jayanti. At the end of the
program, the Chief
Minister was honoured
with a memento by the
Sahu Samaj.

On this occasion,
Telghani Board President
Sandeep Sahu,
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Sahu Union President
Tahal Sahu, District Sahu
Union President Soman
Lal Sahu along with other
senior officials of Sahu
Samaj, Municipality
President Vikas Chopra,
Collector Janmejay
Mahobe, Superintendent
of Police Govardhan Ram
Thakur, public representa-
tives of the area, digni-
taries and a large number
of people were present.

CM Baghel announces to name the Balod
women’s college after the ‘Bhakt Mata Karma’

Participated in dis-
trict level Karma
Festival and stone
laying ceremony in
Balod

Approves of Rs 50
lakh for the building
of District Sahu
Samaj
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Raipur, May 23: As
per the directions of
Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar, a
new facility ‘Tunhar
Sarkar Tuhar Dwar’ is
being efficiently oper-
ated by the transport

department in the
state. Under this, as
many as 10 lakh 01
thousand 07 hundred
smart card based regis-
tration certificates and
driving licenses have
been delivered to appli-
cant’s doorsteps in a
period of less than one
year from June to
March. This include 6
lakh 66 thousand 822
smart card based regis-
tration certificates and
3 lakh 31 thousand 947
driving licenses.

Continuous monitor-
ing is being done by the
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar for
the proper implemen-
tation of ‘Tunhar
Sarkar Tuhar Dwar’
scheme, started keep-
ing in view the conven-
ience of people. Under
this, 22 transport relat-
ed services are being
provided to the people
at their doorsteps.

Now people no
longer need to visit the
transport offices again
and again. This saves

both money and time
of the applicants.

Transport depart-
ment officials in-
formed that a helpline
number 75808-08030
has been issued by the
department to make
‘Tuhar Sarkar, Tuhar
Dwar’ service more ac-
cessible, which is avail-
able from 10 am to 5.30
pm on all working
days.

Applicants can also
get the desired infor-
mation by sending
their queries to the e-
mail id cgparivahan-
dispatch@gmail.com.
By calling on the above
helpline number, appli-
cants can get all the in-
formation related to
the dispatch of their
driving license and
registration certificate.
Right now on an aver-
age 100 calls are being
received per day in
which mainly informa-
tion related to driving
license and registra-
tion process, taxes and
fees are being sought.

More than 10 lakh smart card based registration
certificate and driving license delivered 

At applicant’s
doorsteps under
‘Tuhar Sarkar,
Tuhar Dwar’ 

Applicants got
freedom from
making repeated
rounds of offices
for driving license
and registration
certificate

Helpline number
75808-08030
issued by the
Transport
Department

Raipur, May 23:
Considering the rise in
number of cancer cases
even in low-risk popula-
tions, Medanta-Gurugram
on Monday brought its
team of cancer specialists
to Raipur so that patients
could get consultation and
treatment guidelines in
their hometown.

Dr Pratibha Dhiman,
Senior Consultant
Medical and Haemato
Oncology, Cancer Institute
Gurugram and her team
was available for consulta-
tion on Monday at the
Goodwills Hospital in
Raipur.

“These days we are see-
ing a rise in the number of
cancer cases even in the
population that was earli-
er considered to be at low
risk. Some known reasons

for the rise in cancer cases
include use of tobacco, al-
cohol consumption, air
pollution, unhealthy diet,
and lack of physical activi-
ty,” said Dr Dhiman, who
is an expert in stem cell
transplant and matched
sibling transplants, treat-
ing novel agents and im-
munotherapy in
Malignant disorders, and
bone marrow examina-
tion, besides others.

Such OPDs help in early
cancer detection, which
greatly increases the prob-
ability of survival, and of-
fers better standard of liv-
ing post treatment. “The
chances of survival are
lower and the cost of treat-
ment is also higher when
cancer detection and treat-
ment are delayed,” said Dr
Dhiman.

Medanta brings world-class, 
affordable cancer care to Chh’garh

Central Chronicle News

Dantewada, May 23:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Monday offered
prayers at Maa
Danteshwari Temple in
Katekalyan of Dantewada

district and wished for hap-
piness and prosperity of
the state and the people of
the region. He inaugurated
67 renovated ‘Devgudis’ of
the district in a pro-
gramme organized in the
temple premises. In a bid to
preserve the tribal culture
and to save the epicenter of
their faith, the work of
beautification and develop-
ment of these Devgudis

has been done by the state
government at a cost of Rs
6 crore 70 lakhs.

This includes 16
Devgudis in Katekalyan
block, 27 in Dantewada
block, 19 in Geedam block
and 5 in Kuakonda block.
Industries Minister and
Dantewada district in-
charge Minister Mr.
Kawasi Lakhma, MP Mr.
Deepak Baij, MLA Mrs.

Devati Karma were also
present on the occasion.
Gaita, Pujari, Perma,
Gujiya and Manjhi of the
temple expressed their
gratitude to Chief Minister
for including them under
the scope of Rajiv Gandhi
Gramin Bhoomiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana providing them an
annual financial assistance
of Rs 7 thousand.

CM offers prayers at Danteshwari Temple 

p Prayed for happi-
ness and prosperity
of the state

Raipur, May 23: 

The Chief Minister
while addressing the
‘Discussion and Prize
Distribution’ program or-
ganized on the occasion of
International Biodiversity
Day at his residence office
on Sunday said that the
unique biodiversity of
Chhattisgarh is a matter of
great pride for the state
and numerous measure
have been taken by the
state government  to pre-
serve and promote this
rich and unique biodiver-
sity. Marine fossils have

been found on the banks of
the Hasdeo river near
Manendragarh in
Chhattisgarh. For the con-
servation of this place of
scientific national and in-
ternational importance,
the work of establishing a
‘Gondwana Marine Fossils
Park’ will start here from
next month.

Baghel said that a new
budget item has been cre-
ated for biodiversity con-
servation from the year
2020-21 to provide ade-
quate financial resources
to the Biodiversity
Management Committees
of the State. With this,
funds will be available
every year to these com-
mittees. Similarly, it has
been decided by the state
government that 02 per-
cent of the sale price of
any forest produce should
be given to the local
Biodiversity Committee.
About 1000 crore rupees

are received annually
from the sale of tendu
leaves alone. In this way,
the Biodiversity
Management Committees
are likely to get an amount
of about 20 crore rupees
every year from tendu
patta alone.

Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar,
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey, Public
Health Engineering
Minister Guru Rudra
Kumar, MLA Shailesh
Pandey and State Civil
Supplies Corporation
Chairman Ram Gopal
Agarwal, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrata Sahoo,
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
and Forest Force Chief
Rakesh Chaturvedi along
with other departmental
officers were present.
Forest department offi-
cials and experts of vari-
ous districts of the state

also participated in this
program through video
conferencing.

Baghel informed that
the Biodiversity Board
was constituted in the
year 2006 in Chhattisgarh,
but it was reconstituted in
the year 2020 to carry for-
ward its work effectively.
The Chief Minister said
that good progress has
also been made in the
preparation of Public
Biodiversity Register in
the state. A bird aware-
ness and training center is
being set up in the
Gidhwa Parsada area. In
order to accelerate the
work of biodiversity con-
servation, the State
Wetland Authority has
been reconstituted in
December 2021 by the
State Government.
Similarly, the survey re-
port of 07 wetlands for the
protection of migratory
birds has been prepared.
Prehistoric frescoes have
been found in many dis-
tricts of the forest areas of
the state, a plan is being
prepared to preserve
them.

Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar said
that conservation and pro-

motion of biodiversity is
also very important for en-
vironmental balance. Its
imbalance increases the
risk of disasters like
floods, droughts, storms.
He said that a park is
being developed for the
conservation of birds in
Gidhwa-Parsada. 150
types of birds of the coun-
try and overseas migrato-
ry birds come here. Akbar
said that 12 thousand 04
Biodiversity Management
Committees have been
constituted in the local
bodies of the state. He said
that with the speedy work
of conservation and pro-
motion of biodiversity,
employment opportuni-
ties will be created,
tourism will be promoted
.Additional Chief
Secretary, Forest
Department, Subrata
Sahoo said that there is a
need to create awareness
among the people to pre-
serve the rich biodiversity
of Chhattisgarh.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister released
miniature documentaries
prepared by the Forest
Department on the first
expression and proposed
bird awareness based on

the Manendragarh Fossil
Park of rock art, and re-
leased 06 books related to
biodiversity. The Chief
Minister also gave out
awards through video con-
ferencing for organiza-
tions, individuals and bio-
management committees
working in the field of bio-
diversity, conservation of
pet animals, conservation
of bio-cultural diversity.

In the program,
Additional Principal
Chief Conservator of
Forests and Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Biodiversity
Board Arun Kumar
Pandey gave detailed in-
formation about the
works of the Board. On
this occasion Principal
Chief Conservator of
Forests (Wildlife
Conservation) P.V.
Narasimha Rao,
Secretary, Department of
Forest and Climate
Change, Prem Kumar was
also present. Dr. Suresh
Kumar Pillai, expert of
Birbal Sahni Pura
Institute of Science
Lucknow and expert of
rock painting Dr.
Meenakshi Dubey Pathak
also joined the program
through virtual medium.

Kiran Upadhyay
Raipur: Kiran
Upadhyay, R/o Pt. DD
Nagar, sector-2,
breathed her last on
Sunday. She was 53. She
was W/o Jaiprakash
Upadhyay, senior jour-
nalist of Nava Bharat
and mother of
Shubham and
Saurabh. The final
rites were held at
Mahadev Ghat crema-
torium on Monday.

OBITUARY

Ch’garh’s unique biodiversity is the pride of the state: CM



Meeting held at Sagouna booth 

Central Chronicle News

PPaannddaarriiyyaa,,  MMaayy  2233::  According to
the instructions of Pandriya-
Chhattisgarh State BJP and or-
ganization in-charge Pawan Sai
and under the guidance of
District President Anil Thakur,
under the leadership of Mandal
President Gajpal Sahu on Friday,
under the Kushabhau Thackeray
birth centenary work expansion
program, public relation meeting
was held in the Sagauna booth in
village Kesligodan Shakti Kendra. 

In the meeting, the Panna
Pramukh and Booth Committee
were formed. Hand bill received
from the state was distributed,
in which the State government
has been condemned. It was
also told about the Central
Government’s Prime Minister’s

Awas Yojna, Nal Jal Yojana,
Smart Card, 5 kg of food grains
to each family member free of
cost, apart from information
about other schemes. 

In the afternoon, all the three
booth presidents of Shakti
Kendra, all the workers received
food at the house of Rajkumar
Netam, the worker of Sagauna
booth. Kalyan Singh, coordina-
tor of the District Bharatiya
Janata Party cleanliness cam-
paign, Divisional General
Secretary Ravish Singh, Cyber
Vistaar Abhishek Sharma,
Booth Palak Derhasih, Booth
President Sagouna Anand
Singh, Rajkumar Netam Tulsi
Dhurve Shakti Kendra,
Keshaligodan’s cyber expanders
and activists were present.
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Meeting related to KVY
held in Gram Kumarda

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, May 23:
Under the Kushabhau
Thakre birth centenary
'Karya Vistarak Yojana'
(KVY) in Gram Kumarda,
an important meeting was
held and it was attended y
Mandal Kumarda Chief
Vistarak- Indumati
Chuneshwar Sahu (district

panchayat member),
Aniruddh Chandrakar
(former President BJP
Mandal Kumarda), Anjali
Sharma (shakti kendra in-
charge), Yogendra Rajput
(Shakti Kendra President),
Naveen Sahu (Shakti
Kendra Vistarak), Bhanu
Soni (BJYM district work-
ing committee),
Aishkumar Kaushik (gen.

secy. BJYM Kumarda),
Gasu Koliyari (Dy. Sarpach
Gram Panchayat
Kumurda), Deepak
Urvashi, Jaggu Koliyari,
Shiv Krishna, Sunder
Ravate, Yogesh Churendra,
Chintaram, Kailash
Choudhary, Rajkumar
Yadav, Kundan yadav and
other local party workers
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 23: Director
General Kuldeep Singh
virtually opens 223
Battalion on May 21, in
which Nitin Agarwal
Additional Director
General Zone B Saket
Kumar Singh Inspector
General Chhattisgarh
Sector was also present.

On this auspicious oc-
casion, Raghuvansh
Kumar, Commandant 223
Battalion, was personal-
ly present at the
Chintalnar Camp and
duly inaugurated the
field hospital.

Field Hospital was es-
tablished on 26 January
2015 at Chintalnar for the
treatment of the mem-
bers of the force working

in this remote interior
area and for the treat-
ment of the local vil-
lagers, especially for the
personnel involved in op-
erational activities in the
shortest possible time.
By posting doctors here,
basic facilities like X-ray,
first aid etc. have been

provided to the injured.
At present six field

hospitals are functioning
in Bastar region. In the
last seven years, Field
Hospital Villanar has
successfully treated
about 50,000 force mem-
bers and local residents.
In the recent past, 32 seri-

ously injured personnel
of the force have been
successfully treated as
well as 04 snakebite vic-
tims in the year 2021, 02
poisoned in the year 2022
and 01 motorcycle acci-
dent victims.

In the year 2021-22 This
10 bedded  hospital is

supplied with equip-
ments/accessories re-
quired for any hospital to
run.. In the year 2022,
during the month of
January, a total of 59
Covid-19 personnel have
been isolated and played
an important role in get-
ting rid of Covid-19.

Action taken against 19
using pressure horns

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, May 23:
The Dongargaon Police
took action against the ve-
hicle riders using pressure
horns and causing mas-
sive noise pollution and
distracting others.

Under leadership of TI
Mayank Gurjar, action
was taken against 19 vehi-
cle riders for using 'pres-
sure horns' and violating
traffic rules. The resident
of the city have lodged
complaint about distur-
bance being caused to
those walking on the road
and other riders due to
such loud noise of si-
lencers.

It is notable here that
using such loud noise
pressure horns, may cause

some serious problems to
heart patients and the sen-
ior citizens and general
public as well. In this ac-
tion was taken against
Kewal Patel, S/o Bahal
Patel, (21), R/o Bodhitola
for using pressure horn in
their motorcycle and chal-
lan was cut.

In the same way, action

was also taken against
Deepak Vishwakarma,
S/o Parasram Verma, (30);
Hemrai Sahu S/o
Kheduram Sahu (45); both
R/o Matia ward No 14,
Dongargaon Thana under
section 151 and were pro-
duced in the SDM's court.
Similary action was taken
against others

Elephant herd block National Highway 130C

Central Chronicle News

Mainpur, May 23: Herd
of elephants reportedly
blocked the National
Highway 130C and kept
hovering on the road for
an hour on Thursday.
Elephants reached
Mainpur via Fuljhar Dam
and camped in the river
on the banks of
Kanwarama village, just 6
kms away from Mainpur
tehsil headquarters of

Gariyaband district.
This has resulted in

panic in Mainpur, Themli,
Patharri, and surround-
ing villages and people
are being appealed not to
go towards the forest.
According to information,
for the last several years, a
group of elephants has
been coming to this area
and it is seen whenever
the herd of elephants
crosses the national high-
way (NH) it is rapid, but

lately the herd took more
than 1 hour to cross the
national highway.

On reaching near the
highway, for the safety of
the villagers, SDO of the
Forest Department,
Rajendra Prasad Sori and
Forest Range Officer
Sanjit Markam stopped
the movement of vehicles
on both sides of the
National Highway, so that
the elephant herd could
easily cross the Highway.

Till recently, the ele-
phant group is camping in
Kanwarama village,
which is 12 km from
Mainpur, and presence of
bamboo forest has given
the herd food and
stay.Rajendra Prasad Sori,
SDO, Forest Department,
Mainpur said that the ele-
phant team has reached
the forest of Kanwarama
and Naripani on the road
near National Highway
130C near to Fuljhar

Valley last morning and
has appealed to the vil-
lagers not to go out of the
village for safety.

Along with this, torch
has also been made avail-
able in the villagers and a
team of Forest
Department and Hathi
Mitra Dal are tracking
the group of elephants
from a certain distance.
The herd is accommodat-
ing two calves also 
he said.

p Two of them
sent to jail

CRPF DG virtually opens field hospital 
in newly created 223 Battalion 

Mayor-in-Council approves devp works worth lakh
Central Chronicle News

Korba, May 23: Mayor-
in-Council of Municipal
Corporation Korba,
under Mayor Rajkishore
Prasad and in the pres-
ence of Commissioner
Prabhakar Pandey gave
approval to the various
works of the corporation,
and facilities related to
the general public.

During the meeting, vari-
ous subjects of Korba
Municipal Corporation
(KMC) such as purchase of
equipment and materials
under 14th Finance, driver
for operation of various ve-
hicles of the corporation,
JCB operator labor etc.,
supply work, action plan
under 14th Finance
Commission, 15th Finance
Action plan under the com-

mission, Chief Minister
Urban Electrification
Scheme, LED street light
system, time scale pay scale
of officer employees, exten-
sion of cleaning work,
mechanized sweeping
work, Chhattisgarh
Housing Board, transfer of
residential colonies, ani-
mal vehicle trolley repair
work, corporation
Necessary decisions were
taken unanimously by the

Mayor-in-Council on sub-
jects related to various civil
services and facilities in-
cluding repair work, air
conditioners etc.

Mayor Rajkishore
Prasad also reviewed the
work progress of various
development and construc-
tion works of the corpora-
tion, works related to civil
services and facilities,
water, electricity, sanita-
tion etc. He gave necessary

directions to the officers in
relation to speedy develop-
ment and construction
work, completion of the
process of tender etc. of
the proposed works within
the time limit, paying spe-
cial attention to the quality
of the progressing con-
struction works and com-
pleting them within the
time limit.

During the meeting,
Mayor-in-Council members

Santosh Rathor, Amarjeet
Singh, Kriparam Sahu,
Sunil Patel, Paluram Sahu,
Pradeep Jaiswal, Mastul
Singh Kanwar, Sukhsagar
Nirmalkar, Surti Kuldeep,
Ropa Tirkey, Additional
Commissioner Treasurer
Kumhar, Superintending
Engineer MK Verma,
Deputy Commissioner and
Corporation Secretary
Pawan Verma, Deputy
Commissioner BP Trivedi,
Account Officer Anand
Gupta, Zone
Commissioner AK
Sharma, RK Maheshwari,
MN Sarkar, Vinod
Shandilya, Akhilesh
Shukla, Bhushan Oraon,
Tapan Tiwari , NK Nath,
Health Officer Dr. Sanjay
Tiwari, Rameshwar Singh
Kanwar and other officials
were present.

NSS workers, Anganbadi
worker distribute dry-ration

Central Chronicle News

DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn,,  MMaayy  2233::  The
state government has
launched 'Suposhan Abhiyan'
with objective to keep the chil-
dren in the age-group of 0-5
yrs and girls and women in the
age-group of 15-49 yrs well-
nourished and free from
Anemia. On coming out of the
corona pandemic, the state
government is making all ef-
forts to keep the children and
pregnant women in the state in
good health.

So for this the NS workers of
Government Dr Baba Saheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar PG College
(GBSBAPGC) Dongargaon,
along with the Anganbadi
workers distributed dry-ration

to pregnant women, so that
they deliver healthy babies. In
this works the NSS workers are
regularly extending whole-
hearted support. 

In this initiative by the NSS
workers, Anganbadi worker
Amin Bai Sahu, associate
worker Lokeshwari Patel ex-
pressed happiness and hoped
that they would come to ex-
tend assistance in the coming
days. 

In this 'Suposhan Abhiyan',
NSS workers viz. Eklavy Kumar
Sahu, Umakant Patel,
Dileshwar Sahu, Thamendra
Kumar, Kumud Sahu, Chandan
Sahu, Kuleshwar Yadav and ac-
tive 'Bihan' female worker
Dumeshwari Patel and Sonam
Nishad were present.

Central Chronicle News

KKoorrbbaa  MMaayy  2233:: District
Collector Ranu Sahu conduct-
ed a surprise inspection of
coal mines of SECL area Gevra
and Deepka today, in the pres-
ence of Superintendent of
Police Bhojram Patel in the
context of complaint of coal
theft in coal mines and investi-
gation of viral videos regard-
ing coal theft. 

The Collector took informa-
tion from the officials of SECL
and CISF about illegal coal
theft and illegal entry and exit
in the mines. She went to

Naraibodh, Bhathora, Raliya
and Amgaon under the mine
area and inspected the vari-
ous entry and exit points.
Adequate security arrange-
ments and sieges were not
found in these areas to pre-
vent coal theft.

Collector Sahu expressed
deep displeasure at the offi-
cers of SECL and CISF for not
finding security arrange-
ments. The Collector  instruct-
ed to get the trenching done
on illegal roads through JCB
on the spot and instructed the
CISF officers to impose duty
of SI rank officers by making

check posts at identified
places to check illegal coal
mining and theft. 

Along with this, instructions
were given to monitor such
places by installing CCTV
cameras. During this, officers
of SECL, CISF, Mineral
Department and SDM
Katghora Kaushal Prasad
Tendulkar were present. It is
noteworthy that Collector Mrs.
Sahu had in February held a
joint meeting of the officers of
CISF, SECL and directed to
make necessary security
arrangements to prevent coal
theft in the coal mines and to
lay siege to the mines. 

Along with this, instructions
were also given to keep a con-
stant vigil to prevent coal theft
by making check posts. In the
meeting, Collector Mrs. Sahu
had said that the entire re-
sponsibility of preventing coal
theft from the mines rests
with the CISF engaged in se-
curity. 

Surprise inspection of coal
mines of SECL by Collector

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, May 23:
District Congress
Committee President
Bhavsing Sahu has con-
demned the Jail Bharo
movement of the BJP and
termed it as a face saver
against the policies of the
Central Government.

He alleged that inflation
these days has broken all
records and according to
the data given by the gov-
ernment on Tuesday, May
17, the wholesale inflation
rate was at a high of 15.08
percent in April 22 and for
the first time after nearly
25 years, the graph of in-
flation has crossed 15 per-
cent.

Sahu further said that
this graph of inflation has
been increasing continu-
ously for the last 13
months by staying in dou-
ble digits. High inflation in
everyday things has made
life difficult for people, he
said. In the squares, shops,
haat bazaars, chaupals,
only the cry of inflation is

being raised and it is the
BJP which is trying to di-
vert the attention of the
public from the failures of
the central government by
pretending to do jail-bharo
on unnecessary, issueless
subjects.

Mr. Sahu told that even
after the increase in infla-
tion, instead of Rs 55 lakh
crore in 1998, there is a for-
eign debt of Rs. 1 crore 39
lakh crore. Bhavsing Sahu
said that all the efforts of
the Central Government
are proving unsuccessful
in controlling the rising in-
flation. Chilhar retail infla-
tion is at an eight-year
high these days and whole-
sale profits are also show-
ing a sharp rise.

BJP not getting any issue
against Cong: Sahu

BhavsingSahu

Under Keshaligodan Shakti Kendra

VACCNINATION DRIVE

A healthcare worker administers a dose of the Covid-19 preventive vaccine to a bene-
ficiary, at a vaccination camp in Gurugram University, on Monday.

WORLD TURTLE DAY

An official of the Forest Department prepares to release a Northern river terrapin
(Batagur Baska) in the Sunderban area after fitting a radio transmitter on it, on the
occasion of World Turtle Day, in South 24 Parganas district on Monday.
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Yoga event 

i New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will lead the
mass Yoga demonstra-
tion event in Mysuru
on June 21 on the
International Day of
Yoga. The programme
is being held in the
physical mode after a
gap of two years due
to the coronavirus
pandemic. As the
country is celebrating
the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, the Day
will be observed at 75
iconic locations
across the country
and will focus on
branding India on a
global scale, Ayush
Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal said.

Florence
Nightingale Award
i Berhampur

(Odisha): Sibani Das,
a nursing officer of
state-run MKCG
Medical College and
Hospital in Odisha’s
Berhampur, has been
selected for the
National Florence
Nightingale Award
2021. Fifty-year-old
Das has been selected
for the highest nurs-
ing honour in the
country instituted by
the Indian Nursing
Council (INC) in
recognition of her
dedication to the pro-
fession, particularly
for her service during
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the hospital’s
superintendent
Santosh Kumar
Mishra said on
Monday

Free rides 

i New Delhi:
Commuters will get to
travel free of cost in
Delhi Transport
Corporation’s electric
buses for three days
starting May 24, offi-
cials said. The move is
aimed at encouraging
people to promote e-
buses, they said. Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal will flag-off
150 electric buses on
Tuesday from the
Indraprastha Depot,
officials said. An offi-
cial communication
from the transport de-
partment on Monday
said, “I am directed to
inform that it has
been decided by the
competent authority
to allow free travel to
all the bus commuters
in all the pure electric
buses of DTC, for a pe-
riod from 24.05.2022 to
26.05.2022.

Massive fire 
i Chandrapur: A mas-

sive fire broke out at
the wood depot of a
paper mill and spread
fast in the area here in
Maharashtra, follow-
ing which a highway
nearby was closed for
some hours, causing a
huge traffic jam on
the route, officials
said on Monday. There
was no report of any
casualty so far in the
blaze, which erupted
on Sunday evening in
the wood depot of Bilt
Graphic Paper
Products Limited on
the Ballarpur-
Allapalli road in
Chandrapur district,
they said.

New Delhi, May 23: 

Union Minister
Jitendra Singh on
Monday said family pen-
sion rules for missing
central government em-
ployees have been re-
laxed, in a major relief
for kin of those serving
in militancy-affected
areas such as Jammu
and Kashmir and the
Northeast as well as
Naxalism-hit regions.
According to an order,
in all cases where a gov-
ernment servant cov-
ered by the National
Pension System (NPS)
goes missing during
service, the benefits of
family pension will be
immediately paid to the
family and in case he
reappears and resumes
service, the amount paid
as family pension dur-

ing the intervening time
of his missing period
can be accordingly de-
ducted from his salary.
Earlier, the family pen-
sion would not be paid
till the missing govern-
ment employee was de-
clared dead in accor-
dance with the law or till
seven years had passed
since he went missing, a
statement issued by the
Personnel Ministry
said. Referring to the

order of the Department
of Pension and
Pensioners’ Welfare, the
minister said this is
going to provide a huge
relief, particularly in
those regions where in-
stances of government
employees going miss-
ing are reported more
frequently. Singh, the
Minister of State for
Personnel, said cases of
abduction of central
government employees
working in violence-
prone areas have come
to the fore and therefore
to instill confidence and
to protect them and
their family interests,
the changes in the pen-
sion rules were brought
about.

The minister in-
formed that if a govern-
ment servant covered by
the CCS (Pension) Rules,

1972 goes missing, the
benefits of arrears of
salary, family pension,
retirement gratuity,
leave encashment, etc.
are paid to the families
of the missing employ-
ees in accordance with
the instructions issued
dated 25.06.2013. He said
the matter has been ex-
amined in consultation
with Department of
Personnel and Training,
Department of
Financial Services and
Department of
Expenditure and consid-
ering the hardship faced
by the family of such
government servants, it
has been decided to ex-
tend the same benefits
(as applicable to those
under the CCS (Pension)
rules) to the families of
government servants
covered by NPS.

Family pension rules for missing central 
government employees relaxed: Jitendra Singh

Kolkata, May 23:

BJP national secretary
Anupam Hazra Monday
called for introspection
within the party, a day after
its MP Arjun Singh re-
turned to the TMC, con-
tending that the saffron
camp needs to fix lacunae
instead of pretending all is
well . In yet another body-
blow to the beleaguered
saffron camp in West
Bengal, Singh had on
Sunday rejoined the ruling
Trinamool Congress, call-
ing it his homecoming . “If
someone leaves the party,
and you keep on saying it
won’t have any impact,

that is not the right ap-
proach. We have to accept
that it will have an effect,
and should introspect why
people are leaving (the
BJP),” Hazra tweeted.
Hazra, who has been train-
ing his guns at the state
leadership for failing to
keep the flock together,
said at a time when the
party is having a tough
time winning municipal
elections, a person holding
a senior position quitting
will indeed have an adverse

impact. “We should accept
the reality; disregarding it
won’t serve any purpose.
The approach that all is
well’ is not right,” he later
told a news channel.

The state BJP unit is yet
to respond to Hazra’s re-
marks. The saffron party
in West Bengal has been
stung by a string of deser-
tions following the assem-
bly poll results last year,
with former Union minis-
ter Babul Supriyo and five
legislators, including na-
tional vice-president
Mukul Roy, switching over
to the TMC. Several senior
TMC leaders like Rajib
Banerjee and Sabyasachi
Dutta, who had joined the
BJP, too, have returned to
the Mamata Banerjee-led
party.

Party needs to introspect, stop 
pretending all is well: Anupam Hazra Mumbai, May 23: 

In the wake of monkey-
pox cases reported from
some countries, the
Mumbai civic body has kept
a 28-bed ward ready at the
Kasturba Hospital here for
the isolation of suspected
patients, officials said on
Monday.

As on date, there has been
no report of any suspected
or confirmed case of
Monkeypox in the city, an
official from the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation’s (BMC) public
health department said. In
an advisory issued about
the viral zoonotic disease,
the BMC said airport au-
thorities are screening pas-
sengers coming from the en-
demic and non-endemic
countries showing out-
breaks.

“For the isolation of sus-
pected cases, a separate
ward (28 beds) has been pre-
pared at the Kasturba
Hospital and their samples
will be sent for testing to the
Pune-based National
Institute of Virology
(NIV),” the civic body’s ad-
visory said.

All health facilities in
Mumbai have been in-
formed to notify and refer
any suspected Monkeypox
case to the Kasturba
Hospital, it said. As per
BMC’s advisory,
Monkeypox is a viral
zoonotic disease which oc-
curs primarily in tropical
rainforest areas of central
and west Africa and is occa-
sionally exported to other
regions.

“Monkeypox typically
presents clinically with
fever, rash and swollen

lymph nodes and may lead
to a range of medical com-
plications,” it stated. It is
usually a self-limited dis-
ease with symptoms lasting
from two to four weeks.
Severe cases can occur and
the case fatality rate may
vary from 1-10 per cent, the
BMC said. The disease can
be transmitted from ani-
mals to humans as well as
human-to- human. “The
virus enters the body
through broken skin (even
if not visible), respiratory
tract or the mucous mem-
branes (eyes, nose, or
mouth),” the advisory stat-
ed. The animal-to-human
transmission may occur by
a bite or scratch, bushmeat
(of wild animals) prepara-
tions, direct contact with
body fluids or lesion materi-
al, or indirect contact with
lesion material, such as

through contaminated bed-
ding, it said. The human-to-
human transmission is
thought to occur primarily
through large respiratory
droplets generally requir-
ing prolonged close contact.
Besides, it can also be trans-
mitted through direct con-
tact with body fluids or le-
sion material, and indirect
contact with lesion materi-
al, such as through contami-
nated clothing or linens of
an infected person, the BMC
informed. Monkeypox has
an incubation period usual-
ly of 7 to 14 days, but can
range from 5-21 days and the
person is usually not conta-
gious during this period.
“An infected person may
transmit the disease from 1-
2 days before appearance of
the rash and remain conta-
gious till all the scabs fall
off,” the advisory said.

Monkeypox threat: Mumbai civic body
keeps isolation ward ready in hospital

p On Arjun Singh’s
return to TMC

Chandigarh, May 23: 

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Monday directed the state
civil aviation department to
immediately tie up with the
Centre for direct flights to
countries like the US and
Canada from the interna-
tional airport here. At pres-
ent, only two international
flights are operational from
the airport to Dubai and
Sharjah.

Chairing a meeting to re-
view the functioning of the
civil aviation department,
Mann said a large number
of people from the state are
settled in countries like the
US, Canada, UK, New
Zealand and Australia. This
initiative will facilitate the
Punjabi diaspora settled

abroad to visit their native
places in the state in a seam-
less manner, he said.

To give an impetus to the
agro and food processing in-
dustry in the state, Mann
also asked the department
to immediately start cargo
flights from the internation-
al airport, according to an

official release. The chief
minister said this step will
go a long way in giving
much-needed boost to the
export of food products
across the globe and espe-
cially in supplementing in-
come of state farmers mani-
fold through this farmer-
friendly initiative. Mann
also asked the department
to immediately convene a
meeting with the Haryana
civil aviation department
for evolving a broad consen-
sus on naming the interna-
tional airport here as
Shaheed-e-Azam Sardar
Bhagat Singh International
Airport. The CM also un-
derscored the need to set up
an international civil en-
clave at Halwara to be oper-
ational at the earliest so that
the trade and industrial ac-

tivities in the vicinity of
Ludhiana could get a major
boost. Stressing the need to
streamline the functioning
of the Punjab State Civil
Aviation Council (PSCAC),
Mann also asked the secre-
tary, civil aviation, to work
out modalities for giving
preference to the state
youth in imparting flying
training. This council will
be instrumental in provid-
ing flying training to the
local youth as per interna-
tional standards, said
Mann. Earlier, they had to
get flying training from
other parts of the country
and even abroad by spend-
ing huge money but now
they would be provided
with this facility at afford-
able rates within their own
state, he said.

Punjab CM for direct flights from
Mohali airport to US, Canada

Cong’s existence on ‘ventilator’, ‘idiocy’
of its leaders on accelerator: Naqvi

New Delhi, May 23: 

Taking a swipe at Rahul
Gandhi over his critical com-
ments against the BJP,
Union minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi on Monday
said while the Congress’ ex-
istence is on “ventilator”, the
idiocy of its leaders is on “ac-
celerator”. Speaking with re-
porters after addressing a
Haj orientation programme
here, the senior BJP leader
alleged that the Congress’
craze to criticise Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
reached the level of a con-
spiracy to defame the coun-
try . Slamming Gandhi for
his recent comments on al-
leged spread of hatred and
the BJP’s ideology, the
Minority Affairs Minister
said that while the Congress’
existence is on ventilator, id-
iocy of its leaders is on accel-
erator. He claimed that the

Congress is now not accept-
able even in a mohalla (local-
ity)” due to its negative feu-
dal mindset” The Congress
is not fighting a harmful ide-
ology but is fighting with
harmful idiocy of its own
leaders, Naqvi said. “Fixed
in a family photo frame, the
Congress has confined itself
to becoming a fake kitty
party,” he alleged, adding
that this has led to an exodus
from the Congress. The
Congress leaders defame
India in a foreign country,
Naqvi said, referring to
Gandhi’s comments at an

event in the UK. “Sometimes
they compare India with
Pakistan, Sri Lanka or any
other country, sometimes
they raise fake and fabricat-
ed bogey of fear and hatred
in the country only to defame
India and tarnish its strength
of harmony and tolerance,”
Naqvi said. This clearly re-
flects the height of ignorance
and idiocy of the Congress
leaders, the minister said. In
a frontal attack on the Modi
government, Rahul Gandhi
had said at an event in the
UK last week that the “deep
state” in India is “chewing”
the Indian state much like in
Pakistan. His remarks
evoked a backlash Saturday
from the ruling BJP which
branded him a “part-time,
immature, unsuccessful
leader” who betrayed the
country with his remarks
made on foreign soil.

New Delhi, May 23:
Some of the MCD-run

schools are “horror hous-
es”, the Delhi Commission
for Women (DCW) re-
marked after it conducted
surprise inspection and
found them without ade-
quate security and sanita-
tion facilities.

In one of the school
premises the DCW in-
spected on May 20 and 21,
the panel claimed it found
syringes, drugs, cigarette
cases, gutka wrappers and
even broken liquor bottles.
The inspection came days
after the panel initiated an

inquiry into the condition
of safety and security of
students in schools after
two girls allegedly faced
sexual assault in an
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi-run school in
Bhajanpura earlier this
month. Bhai Mandeep
Nagpal Nigam
Vidhyalaya, Aruna Nagar
(North), Nigam Pratibha
Sah Shiksha Vidhyalaya,
Kewal Park (North), Purvi
Dilli Nagar Nigam
Pratibha Vidhyalaya,
Mustafabad (East) and
Dakshini Dilli Nagar
Nigam Prathmik Sah Bal
Balika Vidhyalaya, Sanjay
Colony, Bhati Mines
(South) are the schools
that were inspected. The
DCW said its teams found

the gates of all these four
schools open and there
were no security guards.
After it found syringes,
drugs and broken liquor
bottles among other sub-
stances at the premises of
the Kewal Park school, the
panel said it has “recom-
mended filing an FIR in
the matter urgently”. Most
of the school buildings
were severely damaged
and unsafe for children, it
said. “Parts of the ceiling
and walls have fallen sev-
eral times in the school at
Aruna Nagar and there
have been several narrow
escapes. In Bhati Mines,
the children were forced to
sit in a tin shade in scorch-
ing heat,” it said.

The DCW observed that

the schools did not have a
single CCTV camera that
was operational and that
the toilets were “extreme-
ly dirty”. “Also, there were
several toilet doors that
were broken or could not
be locked from inside,
which raises serious con-
cerns regarding the safety
and privacy of children. In
the school at Bhati Mines,
the girl toilets were locked,
and the boys and girls
were forced to defecate in
the open, as there was no
water connection in the
toilets,” it alleged.

Further, the panel said
the four schools were over-
crowded and it was clear
that the norms for teacher-
pupil ratio were not being
followed.

Women’s panel calls MCD-run
schools ‘horror houses’

Finds syringes,
drugs in edu prem-
ises
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Russian sentenced
Kyiv: A Ukrainian
court sentenced a 21-
year-old Russian sol-
dier to life in prison
Monday for killing a
Ukrainian civilian,
sealing the first guilty
conviction for war
crimes since Moscow’s
invasion three months
ago. Sgt. Vadim
Shishimarin pleaded
guilty to shooting a
Ukrainian civilian in
the head in a village in
the northeastern
Sumy region in the
early days of the war.
He testified that he
shot the man after
being ordered to do so.
He told the court that
an officer insisted that
the Ukrainian man,
who was speaking on
his cellphone, could
pinpoint their location
to the Ukrainian
forces.

Turkish security
Ankara: Turkish
President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan,
whose country has ob-
jected to Sweden and
Finland joining
NATO, called on
Stockholm on Monday
to take concrete steps
that would alleviate
Turkey’s security con-
cerns. Turkey has said
it opposes the two
Nordic states member-
ship in the alliance cit-
ing their alleged sup-
port to the banned
Kurdistan Workers’
Party, or PKK and
other groups that
Turkey views as 
terrorists.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi being welcomed by
Indian diaspora, in Tokyo,
Japan.

Lahore, May 23 (PTI) 

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Monday alleged that
Imran Khan wants to un-
leash a “civil war” in the
country, a day after the
ousted premier asked his
supporters to march
peacefully to Islamabad
on May 25 to press for the
dissolution of the
National Assembly and
fresh elections.

Khan, 69, the cricketer-
turned politician, was re-
moved from power
through a no-confidence
vote in parliament by the
Opposition parties last
month. Imran Niazi
wants to initiate a civil
war in the country. But he
is mistaken. The nation
will never forgive him [for
the sin] and will hold him
by the collar, Prime
Minister Shehbaz said on
Monday, while addressing
questions from the press.

When asked if the gov-
ernment would call in the

army to stop Khan’s long
march, Shehbaz said that
a decision would be taken
if and when needed.

Addressing a press con-
ference after his Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party’s
core committee meeting
in Peshawar on Sunday,
Khan said the march
would convert into a sit-in
and continue until his de-
mands are accepted.

The main demands for

the march to the capital
were the immediate disso-
lution of the National
Assembly and a date for
the next general election,
he said during the press
conference.

Khan said he wants peo-
ple from all walks of life
to participate in the
march to raise clamour
against his removal as the
prime minister which he
called as illegal .

Imran Khan out to begin ‘civil war’ in
Pakistan, alleges PM Shehbaz Sharif

Colombo, May 23 (PTI) 

Embattled Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa on Monday
expanded his Cabinet
with the induction of
eight more ministers but
did not appoint a finance
minister once again to
steer the debt-ridden is-

land nation out of the
woods.

The new ministers be-
long to the ruling Sri
Lanka Podujana
Peramuna (SLPP) and
its allies — the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) and the Eelam
People’s Democratic
Party (EPDP), a Tamil

minority party in the
north. Rajapaksa, since
the public protests
began to rage against
him for his resignation,
has now reshuffled his
Cabinet five times, in-
cluding forcing the res-
ignation of his elder
brother and Prime
Minister Mahinda

Rajapaksa.
The ministers will

serve in the interim
Cabinet of Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe set up
with the objective of han-
dling the ongoing eco-
nomic crisis, the worst
since the country got in-
dependence in 1948.

Sri Lankan President Rajapaksa swears in 8 more ministers

New York, May 23 (AP) 

Police searching for an
unidentified man who shot
and killed another passen-
ger on a moving New York
City subway train asked
for the public’s help
Monday.

We need all eyes on this,
NYPD Commissioner
Keechant Sewell said on
Twitter. She posted two
surveillance camera photo-
graphs of the unidentified
suspect, a burly man
dressed in a hoodie on a
hot day.

The shooter fled after the
Q train arrived at the
Canal Street station in
Manhattan late Sunday
morning. He shot and
killed 48-year-old Daniel
Enriquez of Brooklyn.

Enriquez had worked for
Goldman Sachs’ global in-
vestment research division
since 2013. Goldman chair
and CEO David Solomon

said Enriquez was a dedi-
cated and beloved employ-
ee and that the company
was devastated.

Enriquez “epitomised
our culture of collabora-
tion and excellence,
Solomon said in a prepared
statement.

Witnesses told police the
gunman was pacing the
last car of the train, and
without provocation,
pulled out a gun and fired
it at the victim at close
range, NYPD Chief of
Department Kenneth
Corey told reporters
Sunday. The shooting came
more than a month after a
man opened fire inside a
Brooklyn subway train,
scattering random shots
that wounded 10 people.
The person charged in that
attack, Frank James, had
posted dozens of online
videos ranting about race,
violence and his struggles
with mental illness.

Police searching for NYC subway
gunman seek public help

Russian diplomat
to UN in Geneva
resigns over war

in Ukraine
DDaavvooss,,  MMaayy  2233  ((AAPP))::  A veter-
an Russian diplomat to the
U.N. Office at Geneva says he
handed in his resignation
before sending out a
scathing letter to foreign col-
leagues inveighing against
the aggressive war
unleashed by President
Vladimir Putin in Ukraine.
Boris Bondarev, 41, con-
firmed his resignation in a
letter delivered Monday
morning at the Russian diplo-
matic mission after a diplo-
matic official passed on his
English-language statement
to The Associated Press. For
twenty years of my diplomat-
ic career I have seen differ-
ent turns of our foreign poli-
cy, but never have I been so
ashamed of my country as on
Feb. 24 of this year, he wrote,
alluding to the date of
Russia’s invasion.

T
obacco industry-propelled epi-
demic of tobacco-caused dis-

eases and untimely deaths continue to
plague human development. Despite sig-
nificant progress on tobacco control,
endgame of tobacco - which is a human
rights and social justice imperative - is
not yet in sight. The recently released 7th
edition of Tobacco Atlas shows that while
global smoking prevalence in adults has
declined from 22.7% in 2007 to 19.6% in
2019, we still have 1.3 billion tobacco
users in the world. The progress on the
endgame of tobacco is threatened by the
growing tobacco smoking rates among
children aged 13 to 15 years in many
countries, and by tobacco industry tac-
tics targeting poorer countries with weak
regulatory environments and pushing so-
called 'novel' products in previously un-
tapped markets. It is a warning call to all
those who care about global health and
economic development. Urgent and sus-
tained efforts are needed to aggressively
regulate the harmful tobacco industry
and its products to save lives, and spur
economic growth, said Jeffrey Drope,
lead author of the Tobacco Atlas.

Tobacco use remains a global epidem-
ic. Besides being a major risk factor for
non-communicable diseases, it leads to
an estimated nearly 9 million deaths
globally every year (almost 8 million
deaths due to tobacco use and 1 million
deaths from exposure to second-hand
smoke) and economic losses of nearly
USD 2 trillion. 1.9 million (21%) of these
deaths occur in the World Health
Organization (WHO)'s southeast Asia re-
gion that comprises 11 countries-
Bangladesh, Bhutan, DPR Korea, India,
Indonesia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Timor-Leste.

With 26% of the world’s population,
the southeast Asia region reported the
highest prevalence of tobacco use (28%)
amongst all WHO regions globally in
2020. The region is not only one of the

largest producers and consumers of to-
bacco products globally, but is also home
to 20% of world’s adult smokers (241 mil-
lion) and 34% (14.8 million) of the
world’s tobacco consuming young popu-
lation (13-15 years). Moreover, it has
82% (301 million) of the global smokeless
tobacco (SLT) users and boasts of having
the highest prevalence (7.3%) of SLT use
in young people. And this is despite the
fact that all countries of the region, ex-
cept Indonesia, having ratified the WHO
Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control (WHO FCTC) that aims to protect
everyone from the devastating health,
social, environmental and economic con-
sequences of tobacco consumption and
exposure to tobacco smoke. It provides
the foundation for countries to imple-
ment and manage tobacco control
through MPOWER-a set of six cost-effec-
tive key strategies to fight the global to-
bacco epidemic. But compliance of these
strategies remains poor.

Although current tobacco use among
adults in Indonesia is high at 34%, it is
still less than that in Myanmar (54%),
Timor Leste (49%), and Bangladesh
(35%). In fact, current tobacco use
among adults in the region is highest in
Myanmar. Bhutan has won accolades for
being the only country in this region (and
in the world) that has banned the produc-
tion, manufacturing and sale of all tobac-
co products since 2004 - the same year it
had ratified the global tobacco treaty
(WHO Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control). Yet, as per the Tobacco
Atlas (2020) for WHO southeast Asian re-
gion, current tobacco use in Bhutan is
25%, which is higher than that in DPR
Korea (22%), Thailand (21%) and
Maldives (20%). 

It also has the second highest percent-
age of young tobacco users (22%) in the
region after Timor Leste (42%).
Prevalence of tobacco smoking is also
high at 17% , which is just second to
Indonesia (19%). Similarly in smokeless
tobacco use, Bhutan at 13% is second to
Nepal (16%). One reason for this high to-
bacco consumption could be that its 2010
directive allowed a heavily taxed and
controlled import of tobacco products.
Moreover, in 2020 it lifted this ban, pur-
portedly to reduce the risk of imported
Covid-19 infections arising out of cross
border smuggling of tobacco products.
Nepal is the only country in southeast
Asia region which has banned the use of
all kinds of tobacco products in public
places, including smokeless tobacco

products, since 2011. But, it has the high-
est prevalence of smoking among
women (10%) in the region. When it
comes to the youth (13-15 years), Timor-
Leste boasts of highest smokeless tobac-
co use at 42% as well as highest preva-
lence of tobacco smoking at 35%. 

TToobbaaccccoo  iinndduussttrryy  iinntteerrffeerreennccee  
iiss  aallaarrmmiinnggllyy  hhiigghh

Tobacco industry interference is
high, with 3 big transnational tobacco
companies- Philip Morris International
(PMI), British American Tobacco (BAT)
and Japan Tobacco International (JTI) -
dominating the southeast Asia region.
Bangladesh, Indonesia and India have
high tobacco industry interference in
policy development. Their tobacco in-
dustry interference index (on a scale of
100) are 83, 79 and 72, respectively.

Tobacco industry's dominance and
interference under the garb of their cor-
porate social responsibility (CSR) activi-
ties, and governments' involvement
with the industry through owning their
shares and nominating key government
officials to hold positions in tobacco
companies through the revolving door
policy, hinder proper implementation of
tobacco control measures, had said
Barrister Shameem Haider Patwary, the
firebrand Member of Parliament (MP)
from Bangladesh, who was speaking as
faculty in Johns Hopkins School of
Public Health's South Asia Leadership
Course on Tobacco Control. He called
for a very strong political leadership,
high political commitment, adequate
resource allocation and a holistic ap-
proach at national, regional and global
levels for effective tobacco control ini-
tiatives in this region.

Dr Tara Singh Bam, Asia Pacific
Regional Director of The International
Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung
Disease (The Union) said to CNS
(Citizen News Service): “Tobacco in-
dustry tactics to thwart, dilute and
delay implementation of tobacco con-
trol measures can be countered by
building a team that goes beyond the
health sector and involves academia,
media, teachers, politicians, lawyers,
social volunteers. It has to be team
work. We have to be persistent in our
efforts through sustained engagement
with governments to make them ac-
countable so that they in turn make the
industry accountable. We have to build
local leadership to support tobacco
control efforts at national and regional
level.”

GGoooodd  pprraaccttiicceess  aarree  tthheerree  
bbuutt  ssccaallee  uupp  ttoooo  ssllooww

However there are some good practice
examples too. There is a ban on tobacco
advertising in all countries of the region
and all countries, except Indonesia, have
banned smoking in public places. Nepal,
Maldives and Thailand have banned ad-
vertising, promotion and CSR activities of
tobacco companies. E-cigarettes are
banned in 6 out of 11 countries of south-
east Asia region- Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Thailand and Timor-Leste.
Thailand imposes a very high tax of 78.6%
on cigarettes. Some countries have also
made good progress in implementing
larger pictorial/graphic health warnings
(PHW) on tobacco products, which is an
evidence backed effective measure to re-
duce tobacco use. Timor Leste has en-
forced the largest PWH (92.5%) on tobac-
co packs, followed closely by Nepal
(90%), Maldives (90%), India (85%) and
Thailand (85%).

Nandita Murukutla, Vice President of
Research at Vital Strategies, calls for in-
creasing tobacco taxes as they can drive
down smoking rates, deter initiation
among youth, and generate revenue that
can pay for other health interventions.
She cites graphic pack warnings and plain
packaging as other proven high-impact,
low-cost interventions, and insists upon
investing more in media as media cam-
paigns can reshape social norms and drive
millions to quit.

Tobacco not only damages the health
of people but also destroys our environ-
ment, through the cultivation, production,
distribution, consumption, and post-con-
sumer waste of tobacco products.
Keeping this in mind, the theme of World
No Tobacco Day 2022 is “Tobacco: Threat
to our environment”. It aims to raise
awareness among the public on the envi-
ronmental impact of tobacco and to ex-
pose efforts by tobacco companies to
“greenwash” their reputation by market-
ing themselves as environmentally friend-
ly. This global campaign calls for reducing
tobacco consumption as a key lever for
achieving all of the Sustainable
Development Goals and not just those di-
rectly related to health.

((SShhoobbhhaa  SShhuukkllaa  iiss  tthhee  aawwaarrdd--wwiinnnniinngg
ffoouunnddiinngg  MMaannaaggiinngg  EEddiittoorr  aanndd  EExxeeccuuttiivvee

DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  CCNNSS  ((CCiittiizzeenn  NNeewwss  SSeerrvviiccee))
aanndd  iiss  aa  ffeemmiinniisstt,,  hheeaalltthh  aanndd  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt

jjuussttiiccee  aaddvvooccaattee..  SShhee  iiss  aa  ffoorrmmeerr  sseenniioorr
PPhhyyssiiccss  ffaaccuullttyy  ooff  pprreessttiiggiioouuss  LLoorreettoo

CCoonnvveenntt  CCoolllleeggee  aanndd  ccuurrrreenntt  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr
ooff  AAssiiaa  PPaacciiffiicc  RReeggiioonnaall  MMeeddiiaa  AAlllliiaannccee  ffoorr
HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  ((AAPPCCAATT  MMeeddiiaa))..  
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Fake encounter
The Supreme Court (SC)-appoint-

ed three-member probe panel (was
headed by former SC judge VS
Sirpurkar and other members in-
clude former Bombay High Court
judge Rekha Sondur Baldota and for-
mer CBI director DR Karthikeyan), in-
vestigating the encounter of the ac-
cused in Hyderabad veterinarian's
gang-rape and murder, submitted in
its report that the encounter was
"staged" and the accused were "de-
liberately fired upon with an intent to
cause their deaths". Who forget that
in November 2019 immediately after
the encounter of four (among them
three were minors) how the people
not only overjoyed the police action
and distributed sweets, even many
news channels and media also sup-
ported the fake encounter? But the
law-abiding citizen were unable to
believe his/her ear, when Telangana
Chief Minister (CM) Kalvakuntla
Chandrashekar Rao and (particular-
ly) the Andhra Pradesh CM
Jaganmohan Reddy praised his
Telangana counterpart for the police
encounter, “Hats off to KCR and
Telangana police officers, the way it
happened”. Reddy went one step fur-
ther and said he supported the po-
licemen and we will continue to sup-
port them (because he has two
daughters) in future. One wonders,
what kind of CM the state belongs
to? Whatsoever, the commission’s
finding is a great slap in the face of
both the CMs. Though both of them
are CM, the bitter fact is, no one has
rights to take the Law into their own
hands through supporting the fake
encounter, as neither police nor by
public without proper Judicial pro-
ceedings. No one knew what's the
truth and who actually did rape and
murder without any valid proof. Now,
the commission has recommended
murder charges against over 10 po-
licemen. Not only this one, all en-
counters by police, murder within
police station needs fast judicial en-
quiry and actions. It must be estab-
lished that those killed were the ac-
tual offenders. To stop it, the Indian
judicial system needs to make faster
decisions with high-tech proof sys-
tem implementations so that police
and public do not take laws into their
hands.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Rahul Gandhi again
speaks on foreign 

policy on foreign land
Rahul Gandhi again speaks on

foreign policy on foreign land and
had compared the conflict of China
on Leh and Doklam with Ukraine war
which the many country men had
taken it in good taste and it is ex-
pected that he should had learnt
about foreign policy from his forefa-
thers just like Pandit Jawahar Lal
Nehru. Pt Nehru was such a fore-
sighter that he predicted in fiftys
that one day Atal Bihari Vajpayee
will be PM of India and his saying
came true in 1998_99 when
Vajpayee became PM of the country.
When Indira Gandhi took bold deci-
sion of Bangladesh entire opposition
highly praised Indira Gandhi. During
the period of PV Narasimha Rao UN
delegation sent by India was led by
leader of opposition Vajpayee and
such type of instances are rarely
seen. Foreign policy of any country is
a continuous process and even with
the change of govts nomenclature
remain the same. Present example is
before us in context of Russia
Ukraine war and India followed its
own foreign policy and maintained
the neutrality as well as old relation
with Russia and also purchased oil
from Russia in rouble currency and
side by side India is also attending
the QUAD meetings and on this mat-
ter Pakistan had also praised Foreign
policy of India many times.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

KKrriitthhiiggaa  SSeeeennuuvvaassaann
IIFFSS@@kkrriitthhiiggaa__iiffss

Wonderful trek with
Coimbatore Forest division
field staffs. Great learning
experience from frontline
green warriors. Division
attachment last day #learn-
ing at ground level

MMaahhaa  SSiiddddiiqquuii@@SSiiddddiiqquuiiMMaahhaa

US President uses the Defence
Production Act to ensure shortage of
#milk formula for infants is mitigated.
The Act makes #US companies priori-
tise for America. The act was also
invoked during the pandemic (2021)
for #COVID19 vaccines for US.

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr@@SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr
My column in @theweekindia,
prompted by the GyanVapi issue,
argues that, in their zeal to
avenge themselves upon the
past, Hindutvavadis are imper-
illing our future. The controversy
"would not right an old wrong
but perpetrate a new one."

EEkkttaaaa  RR  KKaappoooorr
@@EEkkttaaaaRRKKaappoooorr

Heartwarming to watch
our respected PM
@narendramodi Ji inter-
acting with the champions
and encouraging them!
Wonderful to watch dif-
ferent sports and sports
personalities  getting the
attention & importance!

#JaiHind

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii@@nnaarreennddrraammooddii

Japan’s Indian community has made pioneering contributions in different fields. They have also remained
connected with their roots in India. I thank the Indian diaspora in Japan for the warm welcome.

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399
The difference between Modi and
me in Twitter is that he has Hiren
Joshi employ Andhbhakts and
Gandhbhakts on payment to most
vulgarly abuse me and my family. I
tweet myself and but restrict myself
to policy differences. Either we both
stop it or exchanges will continue.

W e are familiar with the word biodiversity, though it is used
less in comparison with words like nature or environment.

Biodiversity or biological diversity is the variety and variability of
life on the Earth. It describes the assets and variety of life on the
planet. Without biodiversity none of us can live healthy. It includes
the number of different organisms and their relative frequencies in
an ecosystem. Biological diversity is often understood in terms of
the wide variety of plants, animals and microorganisms, but it also
includes genetic differences within each species — for example,
between varieties of crops and breeds of livestock — and the vari-
ety of ecosystems (lakes, forest, deserts, agricultural landscapes)
that host multiple kind of interactions among their members (hu-
mans, plants, animals). Biological diversity resources are the pillars
upon which we build civilizations. Fish provide 20 per cent of animal
protein to about 3 billion people. Over 80 per cent of the human diet
is provided by plants. As much as 80 per cent of people living in
rural areas in developing countries rely on traditional plant?based
medicines for basic healthcare. But loss of biodiversity threatens
all, including our health. It has been proven that biodiversity loss
could expand zoonoses - diseases transmitted from animals to hu-
mans- while, on the other hand, if we keep biodiversity intact, it of-
fers excellent tools to fight against pandemics like those caused by
coronavirus. There is no doubt that it holds ecological and econom-
ic significance. We cannot ignore that without biodiversity we are
nothing and in spite of many advancement and innovations, still we
have to be dependent on biodiversity for our daily needs. Despite
all our technological advances we are completely dependent on
healthy and vibrant ecosystems for our water, food, medicines,
clothes, fuel, shelter and energy, etc, o generate awareness and ac-
tions 22nd May is observed as International Day for Biological
Diversity. The United Nations Biodiversity Convention announced
the slogan for the 2022 International Day for Biological Diversity as
'Building a Shared Future for all Life', which highlights biodiversity
as the foundation upon which we can build back better. 

The slogan conveys that biodiversity, from ecosystem-based
approaches to climate and/or nature-based solutions to climate,
health, food/water security and sustainable livelihoods is the an-
swer to many sustainable development challenges. The theme of
this year is fitting within the context of the ongoing United
Nations Decade on Restoration, which highlights that biodiversity
is the answer to several sustainable development challenges, the
slogan conveys the message that biodiversity is the foundation
upon which we can build back better. We must know that when
biodiversity has a problem, humanity has a problem. We should
learn that current negative trends in biodiversity and ecosystems
will undermine progress towards 80 per cent of the assessed tar-
gets of 8 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Three-quarters
of the land-based environment and about 66 per cent of the ma-
rine environment have been significantly altered by human ac-
tions and 1 million animal and plant species are now threatened
with extinction. The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is
the international legal instrument for "the conservation of biologi-
cal diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair
and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization
of genetic resources" that has been ratified by 196 nations. Its
overall objective is to encourage actions, which will lead to a sus-
tainable future. The conservation of biodiversity must be a com-
mon concern of humankind. All of us must take action for the
preservation and conservation of biodiversity. Protection of biodi-
versity means our self-protection and hence all of us must con-
tribute and take part positively to restore ecosystems and safe-
guard biodiversity. The day is an opportunity to raise issues and
concerns and bring potential solutions. Let us not forget that we
do not have any other planet to live, so all of us must take part
when it comes to safeguarding biodiversity.

Building a shared 
future for all life

F all of Mariupol might bring the curtain down on the fighting
in the eastern Ukrainian city that has been under a long

Russian siege, but both Russia and Ukraine are worse off than they
were before the start of the war. With Mariupol’s capture, the
Russians can finally claim a major victory. But, the fact that it took
almost three months for Russia’s better-equipped military to make
this happen speaks a lot about Ukraine’s resistance. The tragedy of
Ukraine is that it has got stuck in a larger power rivalry between
the West and Russia. Despite the West’s massive financial and mili-
tary support, Ukraine keeps losing territories. On the other side,
even as Russia is making slow battleground gains in Ukraine, it is
facing bigger setbacks. The invasion has already prompted hither-
to neutral Finland and Sweden, which have historically stayed out
of military alliances, to formally seek NATO membership.
Mariupol’s fall makes it the biggest city to be captured by Russian
forces in the ongoing war and gives Moscow total control over the
Azov sea coast. It also enables a strategic land bridge from
Russian-controlled Crimea in southern Ukraine to the separatist
Donbas region in the east. But this has come at a huge price for
Moscow. The stubborn Ukrainian resistance in Mariupol for 82
days bogged down a huge amount of Russian military resources.
Though Moscow now has effective control of the battered
Ukrainian city of Mariupol, Russia’s military plans have gone horri-
bly wrong. Ukraine continues to be militarily replenished by the US
and EU. With Mariupol teetering on the brink, the West has moved
to pour billions more in aid into Ukraine. 

As a result, Russia stands increasingly isolated in the comity of
nations. Yet, Vladimir Putin can’t be seen to be losing face and
hence has pushed on with his military operations. But the fall of
Mariupol potentially gives him the face-saver he desperately
needs. Mariupol, with a pre-war population of half a million, most
of them Russian-speaking, had been briefly taken over by pro-
Russian separatists in 2014, immediately after Russia annexed
Crimea. But Ukrainian nationalist forces, including the neo-Nazi
Azov Battalion, took the city back and drove the separatists further
towards east. Ever since then, the city has become a flashpoint in
Ukraine’s civil conflict — for Ukrainian nationalists, a symbol of re-
sistance, but for Russia-backed Donbas militias, a part of their
claimed territories. Experts say that it is in Moscow’s selfinterest to
pause now. After all, it’s clear that the US has shifted its goalpost
from defending Ukraine to definitively weakening Russia. So, in less
than three months since the invasion began, there are no clear win-
ners — Ukraine is losing territories, Russia is witnessing another
round of NATO’s enlargement, and Europe, battered by inflation
and an energy crisis, is likely to be facing prolonged instability and
conflicts. India, which has been forced to walk a diplomatic
tightrope on the war, will certainly breathe a sigh of relief if hostili-
ties cease. Has Russia won the battle but lost the war?

Russia-Ukraine war: 
No clear winners
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Commuters ride a scooter during rain in Ghaziabad, Monday.

Far from the promise of endgame, tobacco epidemic continues

KKiirraann  BBeeddii@@tthheekkiirraannbbeeddii

Three laudable futuristic decisions/ news
this morning. 1) Open Digital Legislative
budget session of UP Assembly 2) Men of
integrity posted to head Delhi Municipal
Corporation, 3) Common Recruitment
Test  for all Non gazetted posts-@
mygovindia @ PMOIndia

SCOOTER RIDE DURING RAIN

SHOBHA SHUKLA
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Govt ecosystem
Ahmedabad: The
Centre is making ef-
forts to connect Indian
startups with the gov-
ernment ecosystem so
that its procurement
requirements can be
met with their innova-
tive solutions, Union
Minister of State for
Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship
Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said
here on Sunday.
Chandrasekhar, who
was at Gujarat
University to interact
with the students on
the topic of ‘New
India for Young India’,
said the government
is working to soon es-
tablish an institution-
al framework for
Digital India Startup
Hub to further pro-
mote the startup
ecosystem in the
country. “Soon Digital
India Startup Hub, an
institutional frame-
work, shall be estab-
lished to further pro-
mote the startup
ecosystem and cen-
trally coordinate start-
up initiatives at the
national level.

New customers 
New Delhi: Digital
payments firm Paytm
expects that the issue
of RBI ban on its sub-
sidiary Paytm
Payments Bank to on-
board new customers
would be resolved in 3-
5 months after the
clearance by the bank-
ing regulator to the
processes being put in
place. Paytm group
chief financial officer
Madhur Deora told
PTI on Sunday that
the RBI has not given
any fixed timeline for
the process and the
clearance to onboard
new customers by
Paytm Payments
Bank will be given as
soon as it is certified.
“3-5 months is the ex-
pectation from now (to
get RBI clearance).
RBI doesn’t say we
will finish it in x num-
ber of months. There
is a process and as
soon as they are satis-
fied, they will give us
go ahead for customer
acquisition again.
Just to be clear,
Paytm’s customer ac-
quisition does not stop
as a result,” Deora
said. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) in
March had barred
Paytm Payments
Bank from onboard-
ing new customers,
citing material super-
visory concerns ob-
served at the bank.

Radical reforms

Davos: India is in the
midst of a major
transformation in the
digital space, and a
strong political leader-
ship and the commit-
ment to continue with
radical reforms would
play a key role in tak-
ing the country to a
leadership role in the
global economy, Niti
Aayog CEO Amitabh
Kant said on Monday.
Addressing a break-
fast season on un-
leashing the power of
the Indian diaspora on
the sidelines of the
World Economic
Forum Annual
Meeting 2023, Kant
said, “A slew of radi-
cal reforms has been
carried out by India in
the recent years that
have put India on a
growth trajectory for
many decades to
come”.

New Delhi, May 23:  

Amid some chartered
accountants coming under
the scanner for alleged
fraudulent GST refunds,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman held discus-
sions with a delegation of
chartered accountants’
apex body ICAI on “vari-
ous issues” on Monday.

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and
Customs tweeted about
the meeting. In a series of
tweets, CBIC said the dele-
gation was also apprised
about the suspension of a
Deputy Commissioner
and a Superintendent of
GST in connection with
fraudulent GST refunds.
Investigations by the
CGST Gurugram are
going on into the matter of
fraudulent GST refunds.
Two chartered account-
ants were arrested in con-
nection with an alleged Rs
15 crore GST refund scam,
a development that also re-
sulted in protests by char-

tered accountants. Against
this backdrop,
Sitharaman, who is also in
charge of the corporate af-
fairs ministry, met the del-
egation of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of
India (ICAI) on Monday.
“Smt @nsitharaman held
a meeting with @theicai
delegation, led by VP Shri
Aniket Sunil Talati. The
MoF had invited the ICAI
on Saturday to discuss var-
ious issues, including on-
going investigations by
CGST Gurugram into al-
leged role of their mem-
bers in fraudulent GST re-
funds,” the CBIC said in a

tweet. Sitharaman was ap-
preciative of the steps
taken by the ICAI on en-
gagement with stakehold-
ers. The ICAI representa-
tives also informed that
they will continue to use
recently-enacted ‘CA,
CWA and CS Act’ for the
inculcation of profession-
al discipline and integrity
among its members, as per
the tweets. In a statement
issued on Saturday, the
ICAI said its council on
Friday discussed the mat-
ter related to the recent ar-
rest of chartered account-
ants and other instances of
ill- treatment of chartered

accountants by investigat-
ing authorities. The coun-
cil members expressed
their strong resentment on
the manner in which cer-
tain investigating officers
are treating chartered ac-
countants and directly re-
sorting to arrests, accord-
ing to the statement. It also
resolved to form a group
comprising its members to
interface with authorities
in order to ensure that just
and fair treatment is
meted out to chartered ac-
countants and that they
are not made soft targets,
the statement said.

On Saturday, members
of the Gurugram chapter
of the North Indian
Regional Council of the
ICAI took to the streets to
protest against the arrest
of two chartered account-
ants in connection with
the GST refund scam.
According to the police, a
few days back, some men
had faked a business and
filed for a refund of Rs 15
crore of GST.

FM holds discussions with ICAI delegation 
On fraudulent GST refunds, other issues: CBIC

New Delhi, May 23:

The consumer affairs
ministry has called a
meeting on June 2 with
the National Restaurant
Association of India
(NRAI) to discuss about
growing complaints that
consumers are being
forced to pay service
charge. The meeting
comes as a result of the
ministry taking notice of
a number of media re-
ports as well as griev-
ances registered by con-
sumers on the National
Consumer Helpline
(NCH). Consumer Affairs
Secretary Rohit Kumar
Singh has also written to
NRAI President pointing
out that restaurants and
eateries are collecting
service charge from con-
sumers by default, even
though collection of any
such charge is voluntary.
The Secretary has also
pointed in the letter that
consumers are forced to
pay service charge, often
fixed at arbitrarily high

rates by restaurants.
Consumers are also being
“falsely misled” on the le-
gality of such charges
and harassed by restau-
rants on making a re-
quest to remove such
charges from the bill
amount. Since this issue
impacts consumers at
large on a daily basis and
has significant ramifica-
tion on the rights of con-
sumers, the department
construed it necessary to
examine it with closer
scrutiny and detail,” the
letter added. During the

June 2 meeting, the min-
istry plans to discuss con-
sumer complaints on in-
clusion of service charge
in the bill in the guise of
some other fee or charge.
The meeting will also de-
liberate how consumers
are kept in dark that pay-
ing service charge is op-
tional and voluntary and
how they are made to feel
embarassed in case they
resist from paying serv-
ice charge.

In April 2017, the min-
istry had issued guide-
lines on charging of serv-
ice charge by
hotels/restaurants. The
guidelines note that entry
of a customer in a restau-
rant cannot be itself con-
strued as a consent to pay
service charge. Any re-
striction on entry of the
consumer by way of forc-
ing her/him to pay serv-
ice charge as a condition
for placing an order
amounts to “restrictive
trade practice” under the
Consumer Protection
Act.

Consumer Affairs Min calls meeting of 
restaurant body to discuss service charge issue

Mumbai, May 23: 

Farmers in India will be
able to protect their crops
and boost productivity
with the launch of
Exponus insecticide today
by BASF. The pioneering
solution is powered by
BASF’s new active ingredi-
ent, Broflanilide in a spe-
cialized formulation.

Offering a new mode of
actionfor the control of key
insect pests, Exponus gives
farmers a powerful, quick
& versatile toolfor control-
ling variety of insect pests
and overcome resistance to
prevailing chemistries,as
part of integrated pest
management program.
Exponus is registered for
use on various largely cul-
tivated crops under Oil
seeds, Pulses & Vegetables
segment to control critical

insect pests such as
Caterpillars & Thrips.
“Farmers in India will now
benefit from our latest in-
novation in crop protec-
tion” said Narayan
Krishnamohan, Managing
Director, BASF India
Limited. “Farming is the
biggest job on earth. At
BASF, we are dedicated to
listening and working

alongside farmers to un-
derstand their needs, so
that we apply our expertise
to help themsuccessfully
face the enormous chal-
lenge of protecting crops
from pests and boosting
productivity.” With its
unique mode of action,
Exponus insecticide is
among the first compounds
in the market introduced

under the new IRAC group
30 which represents a total-
ly new class of insecticides
(Group 30—meta-diamides
and isoxazolines) which
has no known cross-resist-
ance with existing prod-
ucts in the market, making
it a superior insecticide re-
sistance management tool.
A valuable aspect
ofExponus® insecticide is
its ability to be effective on
the toughest resistant in-
sects by spreading and act-
ing fast thereby resulting
in quickly controlling of
multiple insects in             dif-
ferent crops at     various
stages. “This innovation-
reaffirms BASF’ scommit-
mentto help farmersacross
boundariesinmanaging a
variety of existing &
emerging pests with the
lowest use rates compared
to current standards.

New insecticide from BASF helps Indian
farmers protect crops from key insect pestsBengaluru, Apr 23: 

The 12th edition of
Indiawood, the most rele-
vant event for the wood-
working and furniture
manufacturing Industry in
Asia, is all set to take place
from June 2nd-6th, 2022 at
Bangalore International
Exhibition Centre,
Bengaluru. Organised by
NuernbergMesse India,
the five-day event will offer
a comprehensive range of
innovative products and
provide information on the
latest technological devel-
opments.

By focusing on the latest
global trends in carpentry,
skilling, innovation, au-
tomation and digitaliza-
tion, Indiawood 2022 aims
to drive Indian furniture
manufacturing and wood-
working industry reach its
potential of USD 27-billion
by 2025 and help establish
India as one of the top fur-

niture manufacturing des-
tinations. The organized
furniture industry is also
expected to reach one-bil-
lion-dollar milestone by
2025. Sivakumar
Venugopal, Group
Director, Member of the
Management Board,
Nuernberg Messe India, is
confident about the future
of the woodworking and
furniture manufacturing
Industry, “Indiawood has
been growing significantly
over the last few years, in
sync with the growth of
the industry and 2022 will
be an important milestone
for the event.” Speaking
about the event, Sonia
Parashar, Managing
Director and Chair person
of the Board,
NuernbergMesse India,
said, “As India strives to
become a manufacturing
hub for the world, key ini-
tiatives, such as ‘Make in
India’ and ‘Vocal for Local’,

have played a huge role in
terms of giving a boost to
the manufacturing sector,
including furniture manu-
facture. In current times as
the demand for furniture
continues to increase, we
are confident that the plat-
formof Indiawood will suc-
ceed in providing the rele-
vant technologies and solu-
tions to meet the require-
ments of this sector”
Juergen Koeppel,
President, EUMABOIS
(European Federation of
Woodworking Machinery
Manufacturers) is upbeat
about the potential of the
market and has stated that,
“India enjoys a favourable
position as market leader
with tremendous future
possibilities. We invite the
woodworking community
to make optimal use of this
opportunity to re-connect
with Industry Peers andre-
experience live exhibi-
tions.

12th edition of Indiawood to be held from June 2

New Delhi, May 23:

Excise duty cut on
petrol and diesel and ratio-
nalisation of customs du-
ties on goods such as raw
material for plastic and
steel will help reduce logis-
tics cost, promote competi-
tiveness of manufacturing
and exports of value-
added goods, exporters
said on Sunday. The gov-
ernment on Saturday an-
nounced reduction in ex-
cise duty on petrol by a
record Rs 8 per litre and
that on diesel by Rs 6 per
litre. It also cut import
duty on raw material of
steel and plastic and in-
creased export duty on
iron ore and steel interme-
diates. Federation of
Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO)
President A Sakthivel said

these measures will bring
down the domestic prices
of key inputs thereby soft-
ening inflation.

“This will also add to the
competitiveness of the
manufacturing and export
sector and will further
push value-added exports
from the country. These
proactive measures will
also ease the logistics pres-
sure and bring down the
freight bill of the country
as in some cases the same
raw material was being ex-
ported from the country
and subsequently being
imported by the down-
stream users,” he said.
Sharing similar views,
leading Mumbai-based ex-
porter and Chairman of
Technocraft Industries,
Sharad Kumar Saraf said
reduction in excise duty
on petrol and diesel will

reduce logistics costs and
will support exports par-
ticularly of commodities
which are freight sensi-
tive. “Export duty on iron
ore and semi finished steel
products like HR coils and
bars already has a desired
effect. Steel prices have
started softening and this
will have a significant pos-
itive impact on our engi-
neering exports .

The government must
be complimented for such
actions,” Saraf said.
Ludhiana-based Hand
Tools Association
President S C Ralhan too
said the iron and steel in-
dustry should pass on the
benefits to the engineering
sector, particularly the
MSME units, which are
reeling under the impact
of high iron and steel
prices.

‘Excise duty cut to help reduce
logistics cost; promote exports’

New Delhi, May 23:
Hyundai Motor India on
Monday said it has
launched GRAND i10 NIOS
Corporate Edition with
prices starting from Rs 6.28
lakh (ex-showroom).
Powered by 1.2 litre petrol
engine, the new model trim
comes with both manual
and automatic powertrains.
The five-speed manual vari-
ant is priced at Rs 6.28 lakh
while the automated manu-
al transmission (AMT) is
tagged at Rs 6.97 lakh.

“Hyundai conceptualised
the GRAND i10 NIOS for
progressive and young new
age customers in India.
Having witnessed a trail-
blazing sales run since its
launch, we are glad to now
introduce the sporty and hi-
tech focussed Corporate
Edition on the GRAND i10
NIOS to induce delight and
enhance the value offered to
new age buyers,” Hyundai
Motor India Director (Sales,
Marketing and Service)
Tarun Garg noted.

Hyundai drives in GRAND i10 NIOS
Corporate Edition at Rs 6.28 lakh

Mumbai, May 23:  

Domestic startup carri-
er Akasa Air on Monday
said its first aircraft is
being given final touches
at the Boeing Portland fa-
cility in the US, which is
expected to be delivered to
the airline by mid-next
month. Ace investor
Rakesh Jhunjhunwala-
backed Akasa Air in a re-
lease also said that it is on
track to launch its com-
mercial operations by July.
The airline plans to fly 18
aircraft by the end of
March 2023 across domes-
tic routes in the country,
focusing on metro to tier -
II/III cities, a release said.
The Mumbai-based carri-
er received a non-objection
certificate from the Civil
Aviation Ministry in

October last year. Last
November the company
signed a USD 9-billion deal
with US aircraft major
Boeing for 72 Boeing 737
Max planes in two vari-
ants 737-8 and the high-ca-
pacity 737-8-200. These

planes will be powered by
the fuel-efficient CFM
LEAP B engine. The 737
MAX is one of the strate-
gic factors that will give
Akasa Air a competitive
edge in its dynamic home
market, the airline said.

Startup carrier Akasa Air 
to get first aircraft by mid-June

Akasa Airs Boeing 737 Max plane at the Boeing
production facility in the USAs Portland as it gets ready
for delivery. New airline Akasa Air on Monday said it is
on track launch commercial operations by July.

Davos, May 23: 

India is more conscious
of going for green energy
than any other country in
the world, Union
Petroleum and Natural
Gas Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said on
Monday. He said special
emphasis is being given on
green hydrogen, biofuel
blending and exploration
and production of biofuel
from alternative sources.

Puri asserted that India
would eventually become
a leader in the green hy-
drogen space. The target of
20 per cent of ethanol
blending has been brought
forward from 2030 to 2025
and it would be definitely
achieved, he said.

Puri, also Union
Minister for Housing and
Urban Affairs, said India
responded quickly and ef-
fectively when the Covid-
19 pandemic hit the world

and one of the most impor-
tant decisions was to fast-
track vaccine development
and manufacturing on a
war footing. “Whatever
vaccine manufacturing ca-
pacity India had earlier,
had almost got dismantled
during the 2004-2014 peri-
od,” Puri said, while em-
phasising that one of the
most important decisions
taken by the Modi govern-

ment after the pandemic
hit the world was to ramp
up the vaccine manufac-
turing at an unprecedent-
ed speed. The minister
said he doesn’t want to
sound political on this.
“While we have seen pan-
demics before, when this
Covid-19 pandemic hit us,
it was more reminiscent of
Spanish Flu due to the
amount of destruction it
caused across the world,”
he said. Speaking at a ses-
sion on the sidelines of the
World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting 2022 here,
Puri also talked about var-
ious transformational
changes that have hap-
pened after 2014 during the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment. The breakfast ses-
sion on ‘Unleashing power
of Indian diaspora for phi-
lanthropy, entrepreneur-
ship and social impact’,
was organised by industry
body CII and Indiaspora.

India set to be leader in green hydrogen: Puri Steel prices likely
to fall by up to

15% in domestic
market: EEPC

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2233::  Steel
product prices — which were
continuously rising in the
domestic market — are
expected to fall by 10-15 per
cent due to duty-related
measures taken by the gov-
ernment, industry body
Engineering Export
Promotion Council (EEPC) on
Monday said. Reacting to the
government’s move to levy
export duty on some steel
items, EEPC India Chairman
Mahesh Desai said engineer-
ing goods manufacturers and
exporters would benefit from
the move and become more
competitive in the global
markets. “Downstream
exporters feel primary steel
products prices will fall by 10
per cent for primary produc-
ers and 15 per cent for sec-
ondary steel producers,” he
said in a statement. 

Auto industry
seeks reduction in

CNG prices
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2233::  Auto industry
body SIAM on Sunday sought
reduction in CNG prices while
welcoming the government’s
decision to lower the petrol and
diesel prices. “Auto industry wel-
comes the Government’s move
to lower the prices of petrol and
diesel. It will help ease the infla-
tionary pressure and eventually
help the common man,” the
industry body said on Twitter
tagging Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman among others. The
auto industry also keenly looks
forward to similar support on the
CNG prices which have seen
exponential increase in the last
seven months, the Society of
Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) noted.
“Support for CNG prices would
help the common man, facilitate
public transport and will enable a
cleaner environment,” the indus-
try body said.

Ficci seeks 3 months
for steel makers to

clear orders in pipeline

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2233:: Industry body
FICCI has requested the govern-
ment to give the domestic steel
industry three months to clear
their orders. Reacting to the gov-
ernment’s move to levy export
duty on some steel items, V R
Sharma, co-chair of FICCI Steel
Committee said, “I suggest at
least three months should be
given to taper off orders and to
supply the orders taken.”
Sharma, who is also the
Managing Director (MD) of Jindal
Steel and Power Ltd (JSPL) told
PTI that there are 2 million
tonnes of steel orders in the
pipeline where either Letter of
Credits are established or the
sales contracts are signed.
Supply of such orders at the
given rate will be affected due to
the duty imposed. The govern-
ment on Saturday waived cus-
toms duty on the import of some
raw materials, including coking
coal and ferronickel, used by the
steel industry, a move which will
lower the cost for the domestic
industry and reduce the prices.

Names are an important part
of our identity that gives us a
sense of who we are and con-
nect us to people. Everything,
living or non-living, has a
name to identify with it. Each
name has personal, cultural,
familial or historical signifi-
cance and aspect, especially
when naming their newborns
during ‘NaamKaran’ (naming
ceremony). This ceremony is
one of the key family cere-
monies at which the new-
born is officially assigned a
name. Speaking of which,
&TV artists talk about the
unique story behind their
names. These include Shivya
Pathania (Devi Parvati, Baal
Shiv), Ambrish Bobby
(Ramesh Prasad Mishra, Aur
Bhai Kya Chal Raha hai?),
Kamna Pathak (Rajesh Singh,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan), and
Rohitashv Gour
(Manmohan Tiwari,
Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai). Kamna
Pathak – Rajesh
Singh in &TV’s

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan shares,
“My parents kept my name
'Kamna' which means desire
or aspiration. My parents lov-
ingly say that I am one wish
that had asked from almightly
which came true. So even
when we bought our house

recently
i n

Indore, it was named after me
as ‘Kamna Nivas’, which was
an emotional and a very happy
moment for me. During my
school days, my friends used
to, in a fun way, say, "Kamna
Hamari Mann ki Kamna puri
kijiye”. It used to irritate me
initially, but then I started
laughing over it and used to
respond, ‘Lekin Kamna puri
hone par, Mujhe kya milega?’
(laughs)” Rohitashv Gour –
Manmohan Tiwari in &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai shares,
“My aunt Santosh Gour named
me Rohitashv. She is unfortu-
nately not with us anymore.
She was an educationalist and
principal of a higher second-
ary school in Kalka and was
fond of literature. In mytholo-

gy, my name Rohitashv
denotes Surya ka

Ghoda. ‘Rohit’
signifies the

first rays of
t h e

sun, and ‘Ashv’ means a swarm
of horses. People occasionally
mix up my name with
Rohitash, which I always clari-
fy with the proper spelling and
pronunciation because it is the
most special gift from my late
aunt. But that is bound to hap-
pen as it is a unique name.”

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00 pm,
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai?
at 9:30 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm, air-
ing every Monday to Friday
only on &TV!

Anil Kapoor: 
I have nothing
against divorce

As his upcoming film "Jug Jugg Jeeyo"
deals with the divorce of two couples, actor
Anil Kapoor shares his opinion on divorce
and the stigma attached to it in our society. The
trailer of the film was released on Sunday in
the presence of the media and the cast, includ-
ing Varun Dhawan, Kiara Advani and Neetu.
When asked about his opinion on the increasing
number of divorces in our society, Anil said: "I
think everyone should be happy in their own space.
I am not against divorce because I think if two peo-
ple are not happy together, they should part ways
amicably, there is nothing wrong with that. And
then one can be in a happy marriage too." He added:
"But if someone wants to stay single forever, that
should also not be judged because we are living in a
world where mental peace matters. Whether it is a
girl or a boy, everyone should make their choices
and we should let them be. I have believed in it not
now but from the time I came into my senses." 

The film 'Jug Jugg Jeeyo' has been produced
by Dharma Productions and Viacom18 Studios,
directed by Raj Mehta, and is releasing in the-
atres on June 24.

ACROSS

1. ____ O’Donnell of TV

6. Exhausts

10. Gentle

14. FBI employee

15. Singer ____ Clapton

16. Diva’s offering

17. Garbage

18. Parking lot employee

20. Peaceful

22. Copenhagen native

23. Kickoff gadget

24. Owner’s proof

26. Burstyn and DeGeneres

28. Play section

31. Stylish

32. Wind direction (abbr.)

33. Eye part

35. Medicinal plant

37. Track shapes

41. Idaho’s neighbor

43. ____ oil

45. Take an oath

46. City vehicles

48. Enjoy

49. Fury

51. Soften

53. Lawn moisture

54. Bookworm

57. Zones

59. Slip up

60. Fit of anger

62. Beer mugs

66. Wetted

69. Gypsy’s card

70. Notion

71. Small earring

72. Peruvian animal

73. Big quiz

74. Ripped

75. Highway curves

DOWN

1. Pied Piper followers

2. Fairy tale monster

3. Char

4. Map detail

5. Cultural

6. Caspian ____

7. 1930s design style (2 wds.)

8. Mideast bread

9. Panoramas

10. Peeved

11. Wrathful

12. Flax product

13. Appointments

19. Singer Willie ____

21. Revolutionary ____ Allen

25. Flowering bush

27. Smooth
28. Goals
29. As the ____ flies
30. Fork point
34. Solemn
36. Fire’s remnant
38. Waterless
39. Tahoe, e.g.
40. Large amount
42. Nab
44. Small landmasses
47. Nonprofessional
50. Writer ____ Hemingway
52. Tell secrets
54. Send money
55. Wear down
56. Zodiac ram
58. Embossed emblems
61. Absorbed by
63. Mr. Gershwin et al.
64. Alaskan port
65. RR stops
67. Fri. follower
68. President after HST
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If you’re looking for a new job, Aquarius, per-

haps this is the day you find it. “Luckyâ€  is

the word that sums up today! Without

encouraging you to play the lottery, you can

be pretty sure that you’ll feel a surge of con-

fidence. You’ll be able to resolve big or small

problems with practicality and ease. That’s

lucky enough, isn’t it?

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You’re filled with vitality today, Pisces. In other

words, you’re going to feel great about yourself!

You’re less afraid of meeting people, and you

have fewer doubts about everything, including

yourself! This is going to be a great day to con-

sider working a little bit less and thinking a little

bit more about what, specifically, is making you

feel so good. That way, you can recreate the

feeling tomorrow.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may have gotten a financial boost
lately in the form of some sort of raise or
reward, Aries. The day ahead will make
you realize that more discipline and work
will be necessary if you want to continue
to prosper. There’s no need for anxiety,
but it’s a good day to put together a strat-
egy for the future, one that’s airtight,
waterproof, and fail-safe!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Tension may be a bit high in just about
everyone and everything you encounter
today, Taurus. Some will feel a strong need
for stability and discipline. Others may be
calling for fun and carefree frivolity. You
could be caught in the middle. The worst
thing is that no side, including your own, is
going to want to compromise. Try not to
take things too seriously.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might feel a little worn out right now,

Gemini, as if you haven’t been getting

enough vitamins or rest. Or you could feel

like you’re losing track of issues that are

important to you, such as your children’s

progress in school. You need to slow down

a bit whether you want to or not. Today,

give top priority to all the commonplace

details of your daily life.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

If you’re in love, Cancer, you’ll love today.
You could plan for almost anything from a
little trip together to a lifetime full of chil-
dren and grandchildren. Even though your
foresight sometimes overcomes your spon-
taneity, let yourself yield to the unexpected
a little bit. The future will be a bright con-
trast after the comparative gloom of the
past few weeks.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Leo, you may feel a little tired and depressed

over breakfast this morning. Domestic

responsibilities sometimes overload your

spirit. How about treating yourself to a short

vacation - a little free time just for you? You

can justify it because it’s vital for your

morale. Perhaps you can use the time off to

draw up a weekly schedule and make your

workload seem less daunting.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

This would be a good day for you to sort
out your business, Virgo. You should file
important papers and get rid of extrane-
ous materials or trivia at work. Taking the
time to do this will save you even more
time in the long run. As for your love life,
be expressive. Clear up any old misun-
derstandings that could interfere with
your pleasure. Above all, enjoy yourself!

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

This is going to be a good day to see the

doctor, Libra, but not because you’re

sick. The atmosphere is ideal for getting

a checkup. You’ve been using a lot of

energy recently, and you’d be well

advised to take care of your body a bit

more right now. Don’t be lazy about this.

Get up, eat a good breakfast, take a brisk

walk, and face the day renewed.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

This should be a peaceful day for you,

Scorpio. Be sure to make the most of it,

because it’s the calm before the storm.

This could be a day of discussion and

exchange with close friends or colleagues

at work. It’s ideal to tighten some of your

professional ties. Some people might sud-

denly seem more reasonable than you

imagined them to be, so listen up!

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

“Evidence” is the word for today, Sagittarius.

Everyone knows that you have a facility for

spending your time thinking and analyzing.

Today, on the other hand, you're going to be

"seeing” things. They will be clear. It will no

longer be necessary to study, ponder, and

review from every angle. It's a little like you've

just invented a new theory that repeatedly gets

confirmed by others throughout the day.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You will sail through this day on the gentlest
of breezes, Capricorn. It’s like you’ve just
come back from a week in the country.
You’re calm, refreshed, and relaxed, and no
amount of trouble at work can shake the
feeling. You see things in a more positive
light. Problems that once seemed insur-
mountable now resolve themselves almost
without your help. Lucky you!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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HH ip-hop star Saweetie's

father is African-

American and her mother is

Filipina-Chinese, and she says

she saw racism first hand

while she was growing up. In

an interview with 'Glamour'

magazine, Saweetie, 28,

explains she saw her dad

being cowed by cops when he

was ordered out of his car,

reports femalefirst.co.uk. She

said: "It's something that I've

witnessed since I was a kid. I

watched my dad get pulled

over for no reason, get out of

the car and him having to

appear less of a man. "He's

Superman to me, but when

the cops come and pull him

over, he has to confine to a

certain type of submissive-

ness." She added: "It's always

angered me, experiencing

that, watching the videos. But

I'm actually thankful that we

have phones now, because

now the world is witnessing

what Black and Brown and

Asian communities go

through behind the scenes."

In the chat, Saweetie, whose

real nameis Diamonte Harper,

also spoke about the intro-

duction of the Crown Act,

which was introduced in

California in 2019 prohibiting

the discrimination against

people based on their hair-

style and hair texture as she

thinks it is a positive step. The

star insisted the law will be

helping a lot of people, say-

ing: "It'll impact them (people

living in the state) for the bet-

ter. I know that a lot of

women like us feel like they

have to conform in the work-

place. "I don't think that's

fair. Because whether your

hair is straight, twisty or

braided up, the work is going

to get done regardless." She

added of her own hair: "I

hated my hair (when growing

up), it's naturally really kinky

and curly. It's beautiful, but I

was a tomboy and was like, 'I

don't got no time for this'. "I

was a year-long athlete, but

I noticed that my hair was

just so curly and wild that I

didn't need to do it at all. It

was just pretty the way it

was, I think just me playing

a lot of sports and not hav-

ing the time to do my hair,

and seeing how loud it was,

that's when I really started

to appreciate my hair."

Saweetie recalls her horror
seeing dad suffer racism

S wayamvar- Mika Di
Vohti, is one of the

most anticipated reality
TV shows, will be launch-
ing on Star Bharat shortly.
Because of its unique con-
cept, it has attracted a lot
of buzzes, and now with
Shehnaaz Gill being a part
of the show, the degree of
excitement amongst their
fans has reached new
heights! Wonder what
Shehnaaz will be doing on
the show?

Well, it seems like
Shehnaaz will be helping
Mika in finding the right
Vohti for him whilst giv-

ing a lot of tips as well. It’s
surely gonna be a blast to
watch the crackling duo
together for the first time
on the show. Shehnaaz's
bubbly personality with

Mika's shy yet sweet na-
ture will surely be a treat
for the fans. And that's not
all, seems like the fan's
happiness might just be
taken up a notch because

it seems like the alluring
duo, Shehnaaz and Mika
might just perform togeth-
er and hold on, because
there's more. The onlook-
ers can also expect a dance
performance from
Shehnaaz Gill. Looks like
a lot of fun and candid-
ness awaits us! Even
though the show is not on-
air yet, Mika's show is
gaining more popularity
and interest every day.

Stay tuned for more
stirring updates of
Swayamvar- Mika Di
Vohti only on Star
Bharat.

Shehnaaz to help Mika find his pursuit 

&TV artists talk about story behind their names

DD eepika Padukone, who is
serving on the jury of the

75th Cannes Film Festival, said
in an exclusive interview to
'Variety' that it "gives me
goosebumps every single time I
walk into the Palais and we
leave -- it gives me goosebumps
because every single person on
that seat is there to celebrate
cinema". Deepika was familiar
with the work of some of her
fellow jurors, including Asghar
Farhadi and Rebecca Hall, but
not all. "I wasn't entirely famil-
iar with all of them, as is the
case with all of the jurors,"
Deepika told IANS. "I think what
all of us did was to actually read
up on our fellow jury members
and watch some of their work.
So, even when you deliberate,

you understand where they're
coming from, or what kind of
cinema speaks to them." The
actor sees being on the Cannes
jury as a natural progression of
her journey, but at the same
time being invited came as a
surprise to her. "They (the fes-
tival management) seem so
convinced about why they

made that decision. And it
makes me sit back and think
sometimes maybe I've not given
myself enough credit," she said,
adding: "If I've landed here
today, without even realising it,
I must be doing something
right." The actor has just
wrapped Siddharth Anand's
"Pathaan", alongside Shah

Rukh Khan and John Abraham,
and is working on "Project K"
by Nag Ashwin. Next up is the
Indian remake of "The Intern",
alongside Amitabh Bachchan,
which she is also producing via
her KA Productions along with
Warner Bros. and Sunir
Kheterpal for Athena. Cannes,
meanwhile, is going to become
a regular mid-year holiday des-
tination for Deepika and her
husband, Bollywood star
Ranveer Singh, reports
'Variety'. Her jury service
allows them access to the jury
box in future years.

""WWee  jjuusstt  ccoommee  hheerree  ffoorr  ttwwoo
wweeeekkss,,  nnoobbooddyy  nneeeeddss  ttoo  kknnooww,,""
DDeeeeppiikkaa  ssaaiidd..  ""WWaattcchh  mmoovviieess,,
ssnneeaakk  iinn,,  ssnneeaakk  oouutt..  WWee''llll  bbee
lliikkee  kkiiddss  iinn  aa  ccaannddyy  ssttoorree..""

I must be doing something right, 
says Deepika about her Cannes sojourn
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Kolkata, May 23 (PTI):

Equipped with a lethal
bowling attack and boast-
ing a number of quality
finishers, debutants
Gujarat Titans will start
as favourites against spin-
heavy former champions
Rajasthan Royals when
the two teams face-off in
the first IPL Qualifier, here
on Tuesday.

Captaining a team in the
IPL for the first time ever,
a fit-again Hardik Pandya
has been a revelation this
season as he led from the
front with both bat and
ball to ensure a top finish
for his team in the league
stage. Apart from firing at
number 4, Pandya has
used his resources well, be
it the death bowling of
wily Rashid Khan or mak-
ing his batting exploits
count to go alongside the
fiery duo of David Miller
and Rahul Tewatia. Every
little thing has fallen in
place. Their weak link was
their top-order batting
with highly-rated
Shubman Gill failing to

convert his starts but the
addition of veteran
Wriddhiman Saha has
done wonders for the
team.

The discarded India
wicketkeeper-batter is bat-
ting with a new-found pas-
sion at the top of the order
and has scored three half-
centuries in nine matches
to make up for Gill’s lack-
lustre run. While the
Afghan leg-spinner has

been outstanding in the
middle and death overs,
India senior pacer
Mohammed Shami has
given them perfect starts,
by being the highest wick-
et-taker (11 wickets) in the
powerplay this season.

Saha, who has been
making headlines since he
was axed for Team India,
will look to make a point
as he along with Bengal
teammate Shami play in

front of their home crowd
again. The fact that the
playoffs will be played on
fresh tracks would put the
seamers in focus and
Pandya may look to bring
in Alzarri Joseph to go
alongside Lockie Ferguson
and Shami.

The Titans had defeated
the same opponents by 37
runs in the league stage
but the inaugural edition
champions have a spin-

heavy attack to go with
rich experience and they
might prove to a tricky
customer.

The Titans also have
looked vulnerable as they
suffered three defeats in
last five matches, includ-
ing an eight-wicket thrash-
ing by Royal Challengers
Bangalore in their previ-
ous outing, which would
mean that the Pandya-led
side has to step up.

Three of Titan’s four de-
feats, and four of Royals’
five losses have come
while setting up a target as
the toss would also be a
key area of concern.

The Sanju Samson-led
outfit boast of both the
Orange and Purple Cap
holders this season — Jos
Buttler and Yuzvendra
Chahal.

They also have the expe-
rience of Ravichandran
Ashwin whose versatility
has come to the fore espe-
cially in the second-half of
the season. Ashwin’s bat-
ting has also made a huge
difference.

Batting at number 5
ahead of their regular bat-
ters Shimron Hetmyer and
Riyan Parag against
Chennai Super Kings the
other day, Ashwin
smashed an unbeaten 23-
ball 40 to script a five-wick-
et win that also sealed
their top-two finish.

But for them to repeat
their 2008-IPL winning
show, the Royals would not
just need an Ashwin but
the top-order to fire.

Kolkata, May 23 (PTI):

Star Rajasthan Royals
batter Jos Buttler is
“disappointed” with his
form in the last few
games but said he is tak-
ing a lot of confidence
from the big knocks that
he had played early in
the tournament going
into the IPL play-offs.
The English wicket-
keeper-batter has accu-
mulated 629 runs at a
strike rate of 147, in-
cluding three hundreds
and three fifties, this
season but has slowed
down in the business
end of the tournament
with single digit scores
— 2, 2, 7 — in his last-

three outings. “I’ve obvi-
ously been delighted
with my form in the
IPL, but a bit disap-
pointed with the last few
games,” said the 31-year-
old Buttler ahead of
RR’s first qualifier
against Gujarat Titans
at the Edens Gardens on
Tuesday. “The first half
(of the tournament) I
was playing some of the
best cricket I’ve ever
played, and I’m still tak-
ing lots of confidence
from that going into the
play-offs.”

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI):

Jyothi Yarraji smashed
the women’s 100m hurdle
national record for the sec-
ond time in less than two
weeks while winning the
event at the Loughborough
International Athletics
Meet in the UK.

The 22-year-old from
Andhra Pradesh on
Sunday clocked 13.11 sec-
onds under permissible
wind speed of +0.3m/s to
better her own earlier na-
tional record of 13.23 that
she had clocked on May 10
during the Cyprus
International Meet in
Limassol. Jyothi, who
trains under James Hillier
at Reliance Foundation
Odisha Athletics High

Performance Centre in
Bhubaneswar, had bet-
tered Anuradha Biswal’s
national mark of 13.38
which had stood since
2002. That happened a
month after her national
record effort was not
counted due to wind assis-
tance beyond legal limit.
She had clocked 13.09 sec-
onds during the

Federation Cup in
Kozhikode last month but
it was not counted as na-
tional record as the wind
speed was +2.1 m/s, more
than the permissible +2.0
m/s. In 2020 also, Jyothi
had run below Biswal’s na-
tional record time as she
clocked 13.03 seconds at the
All India Inter-University
Athletics Championships

in Moodbidri, Karnataka.
But it was also not counted
as NR as National Anti-
Doping Agency did not test
her at the meet and there
was no technical delegate
from the Athletics
Federation of India.

Jyothi comes from a
humble background as her
father Suryanarayana is
working as a private secu-
rity guard and her mother
Kumari is a domestic help.

Another Reliance
Foundation Odisha
Athletics HPC trainee
Amlan Borgohain, who
smashed the national
record during the
Kozhikode Federation
Cup, finished fifth in 200m
race with a time of 21.27
seconds.

Jakarta, May 23 (PTI):

Defending champions
India conceded a late goal
to allow arch-rivals
Pakistan walk away with
a 1-1 draw in their opening
Pool A match of the Asia
Cup men’s hockey tourna-
ment, here on Monday.

India took the lead in
the ninth minute through
Karthi Selvam before
Abdul Rana broke their
neighbours’ heart by
equalising in the 59th
from a penalty corner.

India will next play
Japan on Tuesday.

Pakistan had the first
scoring chance in the
third minute in the form
of a penalty corner, but
they failed to stop the ball

properly as India sur-
vived. Seconds later, it was
India’s turn to secure a
penalty corner but
Neelam Sanjip Xess’ effort
was saved by the Pakistan
goalie Akmal Hussain.

The Indians continued
to put pressure on the
Pakistan defence and se-
cured two more penalty
corners in the first quar-
ter, the second of which
was converted by Karthi,
who scored his first inter-
national goal after his
flick went inside the
Pakistan citadel after get-
ting a deflection off the
stick of defender
Muhammad Abdullah.

In between Pakistan
also got another penalty
corner but the effort went

wide. Soon after the start
of the second quarter,
Pakistan goalkeeper
Hussain made a fine reflex
save to deny Pawan
Rajbhar from point blank
range.

The Indians dominated
the ball possession and se-
cured another penalty cor-
ner in the 21st minute
which went abegging.

Two minutes from the
half time, Pakistan got a
chance to equalise when
they were awarded a
penalty corner for an un-
necessary tackle outside
circle by young
Vishnukant Singh, but
once again miss-stop ru-
ined the opportunity as
India went into into the
break with a slender 1-0

lead. Pakistan made a
bright start after the
change of ends and threat-
ened the Indian defence
early on.

Second into ther third
quarter, Pakistan secured
their third penalty corner
but Rizwan Ali shot his
flick wide.

Minutes later India cus-
todian Suraj Karkera
made a brilliant save from
close range to deny Abdul
Rana and then the result-
ant rebound was shot over
by Afraz.

Thereafter India had a
flurry of chances — one to
Rajbhar and then to
Uttam Singh — but
Pakistan goalkeeper
Hussain was there to save
his side.

Islamabad, May 23 (AP):

Pakistan has dropped
leg-spinner Usman Qadir
and hard-hitting batters
Asif Ali and Haider Ali for
next month’s limited-overs
international series against
the West Indies.

“Usman, Asif and Haider
remain in our plans for the
shortest format as we have
a series of T20s lined up
this year, including the T20
World Cup, chief selector
Mohammad Wasim said in
a statement on Monday.
Wasim said the return of
vice-captain Shadab Khan
and Mohammad Nawaz
from injuries resulted in
Usman’s absence for the
ODI series. Both players
missed Pakistan’s last ODI
series at home against

Australia. Rawalpindi will
host the three one-day
games, which are part of
the Cricket World Cup
League, on June 8, 10 and
12. The 16-member squad
will meet for a training
camp starting June 1, with
Haris Rauf, Hasan Ali,
Mohammad Rizwan and
Shadab Khan joining from
their English county teams.
For the first time in more
than two years, Pakistan
will be playing without the
restrictions of a bio-secure
bubble that had become
part of life for players dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Wasim said the lowered
restrictions meant addi-
tional players could be
called into the squad in case
the team management re-
quired any replacement.

Mumbai, May 23 (PTI):

Delighted to earn a
maiden national call-up,
left-arm pacer Arshdeep
Singh said bowling to the
big-hitting Punjab Kings
batters in the nets helped
him perfect his yorkers.

The 23-year-old, who has
impressed one and all with
his death over bowling
this season, ended his IPL
campaign with 10 wickets
and an economy rate of
7.70. His ability to bowl the
change-ups along with
wide yorkers and deliver-
ies in the block-hole
earned him a place in the
squad for the home series
against South Africa next
month. Arshdeep got to
know the good news on his

way to Punjab’s last league
stage match against
Sunrisers Hyderabad on
Sunday.

“I got to know just be-
fore the match, in the bus
that I have got selected in
the Indian team. Because

the match was going on I
didn’t feel much,”
Arshdeep told teammate
Harpreet Brar after
Punjab Kings’ five-wicket
win over Sunrisers
Hyderabad.

“It will sink in slowly. It
is a special moment. I feel
lucky and grateful would
like to continue like this,”
he added.

The youngster, who
served as a net bowlers for
the Indian team in an
away series against Sri
Lanka last year, said bowl-
ing to world-class batters,
including Jonny Bairstow,
Shikhar Dhawan and
Liam Livingstone, in the
Punjab Kings nets session
helped him perfect his
craft.

Dhaka, May 23 (AP):

Liton Das and
Mushfiqur Rahim hit
centuries Monday as
Bangladesh recovered
from a shaky 24-5 to end
day one of the second
test against Sri Lanka on
277-5.

Liton was batting on
135 and Mushfiqur, who
scored 105 in the first
test, was on 115 after
sharing a record 253 runs
in an unbroken sixth-
wicket stand.

They made the highest
partnership for the sixth
wicket or lower after los-
ing the first five wickets
for 25 runs or less, break-
ing the record set by

Pakistan duo Wallis
Mathias and Shujauddin
against West Indies in
1959. It was also
Bangladesh’s highest
sixth-wicket partner-
ship, eclipsing the 191 by
Mohammad Ashraful
and Mushfiqur Rahim
against Sri Lanka in
2007.

After a sensational bat-
ting collapse, they kept
Bangladesh unscathed
throughout the day.

The only chance Sri
Lanka could create came
when Liton on 47 offered
a catch at backward
square leg, which Kusal
Mendis’ substitute
Kamindu Mendia failed
to hold on to. Mendis was

taken to a hospital earli-
er because of chest
pains.

Liton then hit Asitha
Fernando for a boundary
through the same region
to raise his fifty off 96
balls. He then needed
just 53 balls to complete
his next fifty to reach his
third century off 149
balls.

Mushfiqur, who be-
came the first
Bangladeshi batter to
reach 5,000 runs last
week, was more re-
strained. He brought up
his fifty off 112 balls, also
through a boundary
from left-arm spinner
Praveen Jaywawic
krama’s delivery.

Manchester, May 23:

Manchester City won
the Premier League title
by a point from rivals
Liverpool on the final day
of the campaign after Pep
Guardiola’s side survived
a huge scare on Sunday.

City had to fight back
from 2-0 down in the sec-
ond half, but three goals
in the space of five min-
utes — including two
from German substitute
Ilkay Gundogan set off
the party, with fans pour-
ing onto the field at the
Etihad Stadium at the
final whistle.

City have now won four
of the last five Premier
League titles and their
victory ends Liverpool’s
hopes of a unique
quadruple of trophies. A
fine header from fullback

Matty Cash had put Villa
1-0 up at the break and the
nerves of the City fans
worsened after Brazilian
former Liverpool mid-
fielder Philippe Coutinho
doubled the advantage in

the 69th minute. At that
stage Liverpool were
being held 1-1 by Wolves
and still in second spot
but a goal for them at
Anfield would have put
them in pole position. But

by the time Liverpool did
take charge of their
game, City had fought
back and blown away all
the fear of a final-day col-
lapse in five blistering
minutes.

Paris, May 23 (AP):

Naomi Osaka’s return
to the French Open has
ended in the first round.

The former top-ranked
player lost her opening
match to Amanda
Anisimova 7-5, 6-4 at
Roland Garros on Court
Suzanne Lenglen.

Osaka is a four-time
Grand Slam champion
who took two mental
health breaks last season.

That included one that
began when she withdrew
before her second-round
match at the French Open.

Anisimova is a 20-year-
old American who
reached the French Open
semifinals in 2019. She
also beat Osaka in the
third round at the
Australian Open in
January. Osaka double-
faulted twice on break
point, once in each set.
After the second, which
gave Anisimova a 4-3 lead,
Osaka took a 40-0 lead in
the next game but the
American held.

Osaka played with tape
on her left Achilles. She
was stretching it and kick-
ing it with her right foot
when she was broken in
the seventh game of the
second set.

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI):

Indian racer Arjun
Maini, who drives for
Mercedes-AMG with team
HRT, narrowly missed out
on his first podium of the
2022 DTM Championship
in Lausitzring, Germany.

After starting sixth in
an extremely competitive
qualifying session, Maini
made a good start and was
able to move into fourth
during the first lap of the
race. A quick pit stop from
the team saw him briefly
move into third, ahead of
Lucas Auer.

However, Maini’s colder
tyres meant he fell back to
fourth, a position he would
maintain till the check-
ered flag. The 2022 DTM
Championship boasts of
29 drivers, which is not

only the largest grid in
DTM history, but also an
extremely competitive
grid with some of the
world’s best talent from
the GT3 world taking part.

Given its competitive
nature, there were 21 cars
that qualified within one
second of pole in
Qualifying 1 and 23 cars
within a second in
Qualifying 2.

Maini’s second qualify-
ing session was compro-
mised due to a Red Flag
with four minutes to go,
with the Indian failing to
set a lap time when the ses-
sion was halted.

He eventually qualified
14th and lost some places
as he went off on one of
the corners as he battled
side by side with several
cars.

IPL debutants Gujarat Titans hold edge
against Rajasthan Royals in Qualifier 1

Leading the franchise for a second full season, skipper
Sanju Samson said he has never stopped learning and com-
munication has been one of the key components of his cap-
taincy. “I think I’ve actually developed and kept on learning
as a batter and also as a captain. I’m really enjoying the
responsibility of leading this team, especially with so many
experienced players in our side. “I think when you lead a
side, it’s very important to have that kind of perspective
where you allow people to come and talk to you in pressure
situations and allow them to express their ideas,” said
Samson. “I do receive a lot of information, a lot of sugges-
tions... So, I’m really enjoying the unity and the willingness
of everyone to contribute to the team, and I think it’s very
important to listen to everyone. But I also know that the
final call has to be from my side, and I have to take the own-
ership of each and every decision made by the team.” 

I kept learning as a batter
and captain: Samson

Disappointed with last few games,
taking confidence from earlier

knocks ahead of play-offs: Buttler

Key is to bowl in right

areas in power-play: Shami

KKoollkkaattaa:: India and Gujarat
Titans speedster Mohammed
Shami, the highest wicket-
taker in power-play overs this
IPL season, on Monday said
the secret for his success was
to bowl in the right areas.
Shami has taken 11 wickets
at 20 runs apiece to set it up
for the Titans in the power-
play overs. “In T20 cricket, we
focus on variations — slower
ones, bouncers. But accord-
ing to me it’s about bowling in
the right areas then it
becomes a difficult score. 

Jyothi Yarraji smashes own 
100m hurdles national record in UK

India concede late goal to draw-1-1
with Pak in Asia Cup hockey

Record 6th-wicket stand helps
Bangladesh recover in 2nd test

Pak cuts Usman Qadir for 
ODI series against West Indies

Arshdeep says bowling to Punjab
King batters helped perfect yorkers

Man City win 4th title in five years

Manchester Citys Fernandinho, center, lifts the Premier League trophy as he
celebrates with teammates after they won the English Premier League following a
3-2 victory over Aston Villa at The Etihad Stadium, Manchester, England.

Arjun Maini narrowly misses
podium in Lausitzring in DTM

Osaka loses to Anisimova
in French Open

Srinagar, May 23 (PTI): 

PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti on Monday alleged
that the fundamentals of
the country are being
shaken, its Constitution
shredded, and the BJP
ministers are competing
among themselves to ha-
rass Muslims.

The former chief minis-
ter of Jammu and
Kashmir also accused the
BJP of trying to provoke
and instigate the Muslims
to create an opportunity
for their "genocide".
Mehbooba's remarks came
in response to a question
over Assam chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma's
statement that madrassas
should cease to exist.

"This is not something
new. Their shakhas are
running where they pro-
vide training in sword and

bow-arrow fighting. There
is a competition going on
whether to turn India into
a Gujarat model or a UP
model. The Assam chief
minister wants to get a few
steps ahead of them," she
told reporters at the
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) head office here on
the sidelines of a pro-
gramme.

Mehbooba urged the

people to recall the treat-
ment meted out to
Muslims in BJP-ruled
states in the recent past.

"You have seen what
happened in MP where a
Hindu was beaten to death
on the suspicion of being a
Muslim. They are talking
about shaking the founda-
tions of the country the
secularism on which this
country was created, the
Constitution on which this
country was run, they are
shredding that
Constitution.

"They are trying to turn
the whole country into a
Gujarat model, UP model,
Assam model, MP model
and the chief ministers of
these are in competition
on who will harass the
Muslims more, who will,
God forbid, initiate the
wipe-out of Muslims," 
she said.

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI): 

The Indian Institute of
Technology, Mandi, has
signed a pact with the
National Skill
Development Corporation
to introduce initiatives
that will enable effective
digital course delivery to
the youth and expand the
reach of quality learning
and skilling along with
immersive hands-on
learning opportunities.

According to officials,
the collaboration aims to
introduce digital courses
in emerging technologies
such as data science, big
data analytics among oth-
ers. "I am happy to share

that IIT Mandi has em-
barked on a long-term
journey, in collaboration
with NSDC, to impart
high-end skills to the un-
derprivileged youth and
working professionals,
among others.

"A joint initiative to set
up a unique facility for
immersive hands-on ex-
perience is being planned
in the IIT Mandi campus
that will promote skills in
emerging technologies
along with entrepreneur-
ship," said Laxmidhar
Behera, Director, IIT
Mandi. Commenting on
the strategic partnership,
Ved Mani Tiwari, CEO
NSDC said as we surge to

a future of technology-
powered growth, we have
an immense opportunity
to build a high-quality
skilled workforce for the
rest of the world.

"The COVID-19 pan-
demic has also accelerat-
ed the need to develop
new-age skills while
strengthening mecha-
nisms for traditional job
roles. "Therefore, it is im-
perative for educational
institutes and the indus-
try to come together to en-
able a holistic ecosystem
where India's youth have
access to the resources
and mentored routes to
the right opportunities,"
he said.

Guwahati, May 23 (PTI): 

Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw has as-
sured Himanta Biswa
Sarma that rail connectivi-
ty to Assam's Barak Valley,
Tripura, Mizoram and
parts of Manipur, which
have been hit by floods and
landslides, will be restored
by July 10, the chief minis-
ter said. The National
Highway Authority of
India (NHAI) has assured
him of reparing the
Jatinga-Harangajao in
Dima Hasao district by this
month end, he added.

Sarma had met the
union minister and NHAI
authorities in New Delhi
on Sunday to discuss dam-
ages caused by floods and

landslides to railway
tracks and roads in the
state. As many as 24 people
have died in floods and
landslides so far this year,
while 7.2 lakh population
in 22 districts continue to
remain affected. In a tweet
after meeting the railway
minister, Sarma said the
ministry has sanctioned Rs
180 crore for the restora-
tion of the railway network
in Dima Hasao district and
the work will be completed
by July 10.

"Repair of the damaged
portions of the vital rail
link will not only restore
connectivity between
Barak and Brahmaputra
valleys of Assam but also
reconnect Tripura,
Mizoram & parts of

Manipur with rest of the
country," Sarma wrote.

Railway tracks have
been damaged at 58 points
in the hill section in Dima
Hasao district under
Northeast Frontier
Railway and connectivity
has snapped since May 15.

Sarma said in another
tweet that he had discus-
sions with NHAI chairper-
son Alka Upadhyay on is-
sues related to national
highways in the state, in-
cluding the present condi-
tion of the road from
Maibang to Harangajao in
Dima Hasao district which
has been severely danaged
in six places.

The chief minister said
he stressed on urgent re-
pair of the flood and land-

slide-affected national
highways and timely com-
pletion of all ongoing proj-
ects. "Glad that the NHAI
Chairperson assured to
open the Jatinga-
Harangajao portion of the
road by 31st May, 2022," he
wrote.

Sarma also thanked the
Indian Air Force and other
agencies for air dropping
food items and diesel in far
flung areas in Dima
Hasao, which have been
cut off due to the floods
and landslides. "Grateful
to @IAF_MCC & other
agencies for air-dropping
food items & diesel in far-
flung areas, which will
help in road clearance &
movement of vehicles," 
he wrote.

Making allegations against judges
becoming new fashion: SC

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Monday said that making
allegations against judges
is unfortunately becoming
a new fashion now and the
stronger the judge, the
greater the allegations
against him.

The apex court, while
hearing an appeal filed by
an advocate who was
found guilty of contempt
by the Madras High Court
and was sentenced to un-
dergo two weeks of simple
imprisonment, observed
that making allegations
against judges is rampant
in Uttar Pradesh and now
it is happening in Bombay
and Madras also.

The top court said the
conduct of the appellant
was thoroughly contemp-
tuous and besides levelling
wanton allegations
against the single judge of
the high court who had is-

sued a non-bailable war-
rant (NBW) against him,
the recusal of one of the
judges hearing the pro-
ceedings thereafter was
sought on thoroughly im-
proper grounds.

Now, this is becoming
unfortunately a new fash-
ion of making allegations
against judges. The
stronger the judge, the
greater the allegations
against the judge. This is
happening now in
Bombay. Of course, it is
rampant in Uttar Pradesh,
now Madras, a vacation
bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and Bela M
Trivedi said.

Let a strong message go,
said the bench, adding that
judges are assaulted
across the country and in
the district judiciary,
sometimes not even a
lathi' (stick) wielding po-
liceman is there for their
protection.

While refusing to inter-
fere with the high court's
March order this year,
which had also directed
that the advocate shall not
practice before it for a pe-
riod of one year, the apex
court observed that one
can annoy the court but
cannot level wanton alle-
gation like this when the
process of the court is
sought to be served.

The bench said after the
single judge had issued an
NBW against the advocate
and the police went to
serve him when he was
there at a tea shop near the
high court, hundreds of
lawyers lay upon the po-
lice and prevent the NBW
from being served.

It said CCTV footage of
the incident was also there
and to compound it fur-
ther when the matter was
heard by the court, the ad-
vocate had made allega-
tions against the single

judge who had issued
NBW against him. The
counsel appearing for the
appellant said the advo-
cate has tendered an un-
conditional apology.

The bench observed that
the appellant belongs to a
class of lawyers who are
absolutely incorrigible
and there is a blot on the
legal profession. It said
this is the only way to deal
with these kinds of people
and a two-week sentence is
actually very lenient.

The appellant's counsel
said that in the appeal,
they have not raised any
ground but tendered un-
conditional apology and
the conduct of the appel-
lant may be monitored by
the high court. Let him ex-
ercise some remorse.
There will be some re-
morse when he goes to jail
for two weeks and when he
is barred for a year from
practicing, the bench said.
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Sikh priests stage Jalao, a jewellery display on the occasion of the 416th anniversary of Gurgaddi Diwas (Anointment
Day) of Guru Hargobind Sahib, at the Golden Temple, in Amritsar, Monday. 

ANOINTMENT DAY

NDRF and Police personnel conduct a rescue operation after a boat capsized in the Ganga river, in Varanasi, Monday.

RESCUE OPERATION

Himanta takes up restoration of
railway, road links with authorities

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI): 

The Election
Commission has refused to
disclose its correspon-
dence with social media gi-
ants including Facebook,
WhatsApp, Instagram and
Twitter under the Right to
Information Act after ob-
jections raised by these
companies, the poll panel
had said. The Election
Commission had received
an RTI query by Pune-
based activist Vihar Durve
seeking information on
the EC's correspondence
with social media compa-
nies between 2019 and 2022.

Applying the third party
clause under section 11 of

the Act, the Commission
sought the views of the
companies on disclosing
the correspondence. In
case of an RTI applicant
seeking third party infor-
mation, section 11 of the
Act directs the Central
Public Information Officer
to take views of the third
party concerned before
disclosing the record.

The final decision on
disclosure rests with the
officer. Durve had sought
the details of "correspon-
dence, record, informa-
tion, emails (with the not-
ings) etc made by the ECI
with twitter, Facebook,
WhatsApp, Instagram,
Telegram, any other social
media platform" ex-
changed between ECI and
these companies between

2019 and 2022. "Disclosure
of any communication be-
tween ECI and Social
Media platforms would at-
tract Section 11 of the RTI
Act, 2005 i.e third party
disclosure. Third party is
not in favour and made
submission against disclo-
sure," the ECI said in re-
sponse to Durve's query,
while denying the infor-
mation.

In the run up to General
Elections in 2019, social
media companies had
agreed to a voluntary code
which included a silence
period of 48 hours before
polling. According to the
code, no political cam-
paign will be allowed to be
run on social media plat-
forms in the last 48 hours
before polling ends.

ECI refuses to disclose correspondence
with social media companies

Assam’s lone hill station 
strives to reclaim lost glory

Haflong (Assam), May 23 (PTI): 

Landslides and flood
have left a trail of destruc-
tion in Dima Hasao, a pic-
turesque tourist hotspot in
Assam, prompting a multi-
agency effort to salvage the
state's only hill station
Haflong and its surround-
ing townships in the dis-
trict, officials said.

Officials, however, are
uncertain when Dima
Hasao will regain its lost
sheen, considering the
enormity of the devasta-
tion. While snapped road
links are likely to be re-
stored within the next few
weeks, train movement

connecting Dima Hasao,
Barak Valley, Tripura,
Mizoram and Manipur
with the rest of the coun-
try is expected to resume
from July, they said.

"The restoration work is
underway in full swing. We
have set a target to com-
plete the task by June 30
and plan to restart train
services from July 1,"
Northeast Frontier
Railway Chief Public
Relations Officer
Sabyasachi De told PTI.

An official release is-
sued by the NF Railway on
Saturday said several
trains have been cancelled
till the first week of July,

due to water-logging and
landslides at numerous
places.

While landslides were
reported at 58 locations
along the railway align-
ment, the two places of
devastation that grabbed
headlines were the mud-
filled New Haflong railway
station, where trains were
derailed and submerged,
and a portion of track sus-
pended in the air with
earth beneath washed
away.

The road network to
Dima Hasao was also cut
off, as streets filled with
mud, stones and slash be-
came a common sight.

Though some stretches
have been partially re-
opened and tunnels
cleaned up, a senior offi-
cial of the Assam State
Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) said
complete restoration will
take more than a week.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma had on
Sunday met NHAI
Chairperson Alka
Upadhyaya and discussed
the road condition in Dima
Hasao. Another big chal-
lenge is to reinstate mobile
services in the affected
areas, the restoration work
of which is also underway,
the officials said.

IIT Mandi partners with NSDC to
enable digital course delivery

Kochi, May 23 (PTI):
The Kerala High Court
on Monday restrained
the police from arrest-
ing senior politician
and former MLA P C
George till May 26 in a
criminal case registered
against him for making
a hate speech.

Considering the an-
ticipatory bail plea
moved by George, the
high court granted him
interim relief with con-
ditions. The court will
take up the case on
Thursday (May 26).

George moved the
high court seeking an-
ticipatory bail, days
after a sessions court in
Thiruvananthapuram
denied him bail in the
case.

George, who has been
untraceable since
Saturday, in his bail
plea in the high court
said the prosecution re-
sorted to a "pick and
choose game" and high-
lighted "stray sen-
tences" from a 40-
minute-long speech.

Kochi city police had
registered a case
against George on May
10 for his objectionable
remarks during a
speech, which he deliv-
ered in connection with
a temple festival at
Vennala in Ernakulam
district.

George's anticipatory
bail was dismissed by
the sessions court on
Saturday saying his
comments prima facie
appear to be of such a
nature as to promote
disharmony, hatred and
ill will between commu-
nities.

‘BJP provoking Muslims to create
opportunity for their genocide’

Priyanka to
campaign for

Karnataka polls:
Shiva kumar

Bengaluru, May 23
(PTI): Karnataka
Congress president D K
Shivakumar on Monday
said the party's national
General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
has agreed to campaign
and spend time in the
state, for the Assembly
elections next year.

The KPCC chief's sud-
den New Delhi visit came
amid talks about differ-
ences between him and
Congress Legislature
party leader
Siddaramaiah regarding
probable candidates rec-
ommended to the high
command for upcoming
MLC polls in the state.

Shivakumar said he had
come the national capital
for party work and the
final list of candidates is
likely to be announced by
this evening.

p After their objection

HATE SPEECH CASE

HC grants 
interim relief 
to P C George

TRAIL OF DESTRUCTION



Elected 
PPaattnnaa::  JD(U) leader Anil
Hegde was on Monday
declared elected unop-
posed to the Rajya Sabha
from Bihar in a by-poll
which was necessitated
by the death of a party
MP. Hegde collected his
winner’s certificate from
the Assembly premises. 

Mishap
New Delhi: A 29-year-old
man, riding a two-wheel-
er, was killed after being
allegedly hit by a car
near the Ram Manohar
Lohia Hospital here,
police said on Monday.
The deceased, Kanhiya
Kumar Yadav, a resident
of south Ganesh Nagar
here, they said, adding
that he worked as a
tanker driver for a petrol
pump near the Bangla
Sahib Gurudwara.

Watery grave
Pratapgarh: Two children
drowned after they
slipped into a pond here
on Monday, police said.
They identified the
deceased as Jignesh
Gupta (8) and Shani (9),
residents of Vinaika vil-
lage under Aspur Police
station limits. They were
studying in Class III.

No plans 
SSrriinnaaggaarr:: Jammu and
Kashmir government on
Monday said it has no
plans to disengage
employees working under
its ‘Rehbar-e-Khel’,
‘Rehbar-e-Janglat’ and
Nehru Yuva Club schemes.
The clarification comes
amid a massive outrage
over a purported move to
re-advertise posts under
these schemes through
the Services Selection
Board, with extra weigh-
tage and age relaxation
for those currently hold-
ing these positions.

Defamation suit 
MMuummbbaaii::  BJP leader Kirit
Somaiya’s wife Medha
Somaiya on Monday
filed a civil defamation
suit against Shiv Sena
MP Sanjay Raut and
sought damages of Rs
100 crore in the wake of
the latter accusing the
couple of wrongdoing
and being involved in a
“toilet scam”.

ED action
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Foreign cur-
rencies, including US dol-
lars and Euros, worth Rs
1.53 crore has been
seized from a passenger
at the Kolkata airport,
the Enforcement
Directorate said on
Monday.  The seizure
includes USD 1,65,000
and Euro 30,460, the fed-
eral agency said in a
statement.

RATH YATRA PREPARATION

Workers prepare wheels for the chariot of Lord Jagannath ahead of the upcoming annual Jagannath Rath
Yatra, in Ahmedabad, Monday.
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A child feeds pigeons
during a cloudy day, in New

Delhi, Monday.
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Tokyo, May 23 (PTI): 

India and Japan are
“natural partners” and
Japanese investments
have played an important
role in India’s develop-
ment journey, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Monday as he un-
derlined that the global
community is witnessing
an extraordinary scale
and speed of infrastruc-
ture and capacity develop-
ment in the country.

Addressing the Indian
community here on the
first day of his two-day
visit to Tokyo, Modi also
said that India’s relation-
ship with Japan is one of
strength, respect and com-
mon resolve for the world.

“India and Japan are
natural partners. Japan
has played an important
role in India’s develop-
ment journey, said Modi,
who is visiting Tokyo at
the invitation of his
Japanese counterpart
Fumio Kishida. Modi and

Kishida will be holding bi-
lateral talks here on
Tuesday.

Modi said that Japan is
an important partner in
building infrastructure
and manufacturing capac-
ity in India. He cited
M u m b a i - A h m e d a b a d
High Speed Rail, Delhi-
Mumbai Industrial
Corridor, dedicated
freight corridors- as exam-

ples of India-Japan coop-
eration.

He said India’s relation-
ship with Japan is that of
Buddha, of knowledge, of
meditation.

“Today’s world needs to
follow the path shown by
Gautam Buddha. This is
the only way to save hu-
manity from the chal-
lenges like violence, anar-
chy, terrorism and climate

change,” Modi said in his
over 35-minute-long
speech.

Modi said that in the
last two years, the way
global chain supply was
disrupted, the entire sup-
ply chain was question-
able.

“To avert such a situa-
tion in future, we are mov-
ing ahead with the resolu-
tion of ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’. Our resolution of
‘Atmanirbhar Bharat’ is
not only for India, this is
also a very big investment
for stable and sustained
global chain supply,” Modi
said.

Noting that India has al-
ways found a solution no
matter how big the prob-
lem is, Modi said that dur-
ing coronavirus pandem-
ic, there was an atmos-
phere of uncertainty, but
even in that situation,
India supplied ‘Made in
India’ vaccines to crores of
its citizens and also sent it
to more than 100 coun-
tries.

Pune, May 23 (PTI):

Farmers arriving at the
Solapur Agriculture
Produce Market
Committee (APMC) have
been complaining of a
tremendous fall in the
prices of onions, with sev-
eral of them saying they
were not even getting the
cost of production in
transactions of the
kitchen staple.

Omkar Patekar, a
farmer from Anjangaon,
some 250 kilometres from
here, on Monday said he
had brought 40 sacks of
onions to trade but ended
up with a loss.

“After paying for trans-
port, porter fees etc, I did
not earn a penny, instead
suffered a loss of Rs 7. My
onion stock was sold at
around Rs 1 per kilogram.
I have 80 sacks of onions
at my farm but I would
rather let it rot there than
bring it here and suffer
losses,” he claimed.

Pune APMC officials
said onions were fetching

anything between Rs 9-11
per kilogram for the big
ones and at least Rs 3 per
kg for the lowest quality
produce.

“This year the yield is
good but farmers do not
have storage facilities.
Monsoon is approaching
and, therefore, farmers
are selling off their pro-
duce quickly, which in
turn is pulling down
prices,” Pune APMC offi-
cial Madhukant Garad
said.

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI): 

The Inter-State Council,
which works to promote
and support cooperative
federalism in the country,
has been reconstituted
with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as chair-
man and chief ministers
of all states and six Union
ministers as members.

Ten union ministers
will be the permanent in-
vitees to the Inter-State
Council, according to an
official notification.

The government has
also reconstituted the
standing committee of
the Inter-State Council
with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah as
chairman. While the

prime minister is the
chairman, chief minis-
ters of all states and
Union Territories having
a legislative assembly and
the administrators of UTs
not having a legislative as-
sembly have been made
members. The union min-
isters who were made
members of the council

are: Rajnath Singh, Amit
Shah, Nirmala
Sitharaman, Narendra
Singh Tomar, Virendra
Kumar, Hardeep Singh
Puri, Nitin Gadkari, S
Jaishankar, Arjun
Munda, Piyush Goyal,
Dhamendra Pradhan,
Pralhad Joshi, Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Gajendra

Singh Shekhawat, Kiren
Rijiju and Bhupender
Yadav. The mandate of the
council is to create a
strong institutional
framework to promote
and support cooperative
federalism in the country,
activate the council and
zonal councils by organis-
ing its regular meetings.

It also facilitates consid-
eration of all pending and
emerging issues of the
centre- state and inter-
state relations by the
zonal councils and inter-
state council and develop
a sound system of moni-
toring the implementa-
tion of the recommenda-
tions of the inter-state
council and zonal coun-
cils.

Patna, May 23:

Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar on Monday
said his government
would soon start work on a
caste census after taking
the views of all parties,
backing opposition leader
Tejashwi Yadav’s demand
while lining up a new snub
for ally BJP.

An all-party meet on a
caste census is tentatively
scheduled for May 27, he
said. “We will call an all-
party meeting to take
everyone’s views on a
caste-based census. Then
the proposal will be pre-
sented before the state cab-
inet. We have spoken to
some parties on conduct-

ing the meeting on 27
(May) but we are waiting
for some parties to re-
spond. After a final deci-
sion, the proposal will go
to the cabinet and then we
will start work,” the chief
minister told reporters.

“We have started talks
with every party. Everyone
is not on board. We are
waiting for their re-
sponse,” Nitish Kumar
said. The Chief Minister
acted reportedly after RJD
leader Tejashwi Yadav
threatened to seize the
campaign with a march to
Delhi. Nitish Kumar im-
mediately met with him

and reportedly shared a
roadmap of a caste census
in the state, charging
ahead even though he
knows it will annoy the
BJP. The RJD alleges it
was that meeting which
led to the CBI raids on
their founder Lalu Yadav,
and a fresh corruption
case. The BJP wanted to
send out a sharp message
to Nitish Kumar - in case
he planned to cozy up to
the RJD — and the raids
appeared to be well-timed,
the RJD claims.

Nitish Kumar’s deputy,
Tarkishor Prasad of the
BJP, was noncommittal on
whether the BJP agreed
with Nitish Kumar on the
caste census.

Varanasi, May 23 (PTI):

A district court here re-
served its order for
Tuesday on which petition
is to be heard first in the
Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri
complex case transferred
to it by the Supreme
Court.

The court of District
Judge A K Vishvesh heard
arguments from both the
Hindu and Muslim sides.

A fresh plea seeking per-
mission to worship the
“Shivling” claimed to have
been found on the
Gyanvapi mosque premis-
es during a videography
survey ordered by a lower
court was also filed.

The apex court had on

Friday transferred the
Gyanvapi-Shringar Gauri
complex case from a civil
judge (senior division) to a
district judge, saying look-
ing at the “complexities”
and “sensitivity” of the
issue, it is better if a sen-
ior judicial officer having
an experience of over 25-30
years handles this case.

“After hearing argu-
ments of both sides, the
court will on Tuesday give
its verdict on which peti-
tion is to be heard first,”
said Madan Mohan Yadav,
a lawyer for the Hindu
side.

The Hindu side argued
that since a court-appoint-
ed commission has com-
pleted its work, the oppo-

nents should present their
objections on it.

Yadav said they pleaded
to make available the com-
mission’s report and
videography done by it to
present its side on it.

Anjuman Intezamia
Masjid Committee’s
lawyer Mohammad
Tauhid Khan argued that
the writ is not sustainable,
hence, it should be dis-
missed.

A fresh petition was also
moved on Monday by Dr
Kulpati Tiwari, Mahant of
Kashi Vishwanath temple,
for regular “pujan” (wor-
ship) of the Shivling ,
which he said was found
in the Gyanvapi mosque
complex.

Jammu, May 23 (PTI):

Having controlled mili-
tancy in the Chenab Valley
for the last 15 years, the
Army on Monday reached
out to the families of slain
and surrendered militants
there to address their
grievances, a defence
spokesman said.

Chenab Valley, compris-
ing Doda, Kishtwar and
Ramban districts of
Jammu region, is an evolv-
ing cultural, educational
and tourism hub of the
union territory. The valley
was severely affected by
militancy from 1990 to
2007.

“Although the ‘Awam’
(people) by and large does
not favour bloodshed and

separatist politics, due to
inadequate employment
opportunities and lack of
awareness amongst the
local youth, they are vul-
nerable to the lures of the
inimical and anti-national
elements,” the spokesman
said.

In order to look into the
problems being faced by
the surrendered militants
and the families of those
killed, and to monitor
their rehabilitation and
reformation efforts, the
Army organised a meeting
at Gundoh in Doda, he
said.

“The event is also seen
as an appropriate forum to
interact with surrendered
militants, their families
and families of killed mili-

tants and provide them the
required guidance and as-
sistance in their rehabili-
tation and reformation ef-
forts,” he added.

He said 14 surrendered
militants and families of
slain terrorists attended
the event from Gundoh
and surrounding villages.

The spokesman said
similar meetings were or-
ganised at Patnazi,
Thathri, Shergwari,
Kishtwar and Gahan in
nearby Kishtwar district.

“During the course of
interaction, initiatives
being undertaken for de-
velopment of the region
and problems being faced
by them were discussed
and solutions were
sought,” he said.

Kolkata, May 23 (PTI):

Alleging that the Union
government was using
central agencies to inter-
fere into state affairs, West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on
Monday said that the BJP-
led dispensation was bull-
dozing the country’s feder-
al structure.

Banerjee, addressing a
press meet here, claimed
that the “saffron party
rule was worse than that
of Adolf Hitler, Joseph
Stalin or Benito
Mussolini”. She stated
that central agencies
“should be given autono-
my” to protect democracy.
“The BJP-led central gov-

ernment is using the cen-
tral agencies to interfere
into the state’s affairs. It is
bulldozing the federal
structure of the country.
There is Tughlaqi rule in
force,” she said.

“The agencies must be
granted autonomy and al-
lowed to work impartially
without any political in-
terference,” the CM added.

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Monday termed it a “very
sorry” state of affairs and
“shocking” that a trial
court in Bihar acquitted
the accused in a murder
case without examining
all the witnesses.

The apex court made the
remarks while dismissing
a plea against the Patna
High Court verdict which
had set aside an order of
the trial court acquitting
the accused.

The top court said it
shocks its conscience that
this kind of thing is hap-
pening in Bihar.

A vacation bench of
Justices D Y Chandrachud

and Bela M Trivedi, which
was hearing a plea arising
out of the high court
judgement, said it is not
inclined to interfere with
the July 2018 verdict.

Does it not shock your
conscience? At least, it
shocks my conscience that
this is what happens in
states like Bihar. It is
shocking, to be very hon-
est, Justice Chandrachud
observed, adding, It is a
very sorry state of affairs.

We are not inclined to
entertain the Special
Leave Petition under
Article 136 of the
Constitution of India. The
Special Leave Petition is
accordingly dismissed, the
bench said in its order.

Gyanvapi: Whose plea first,
court to decide today

‘Centre bulldozing
federal structure’

BJP rule worse than that of Hitler, Stalin

Mamata Banerjee

Army comes to aid of families 
of killed, surrendered militants 

SORRY STATE OF AFFAIRS

‘Acquittal in murder case without
witnesses being examined’

PM headed Inter-State Council reconstituted
Amit Shah chairman of standing committee

Union ministers as members
The union ministers who were made members of the council
are: Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah, Nirmala Sitharaman, Narendra
Singh Tomar, Virendra Kumar, Hardeep Singh Puri, Nitin
Gadkari, S Jaishankar, Arjun Munda, Piyush Goyal, Dhamendra
Pradhan, Pralhad Joshi, Ashwini Vaishnaw, Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Kiren Rijiju and Bhupender Yadav.

CMs as members 
The chief ministers of Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Odisha, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh are also
members of the standing committee of the Inter-State Council.

Nitish accepts Tejaswi’s
demand for caste census

 Snub for ally BJP

Onion farmers 
complain of low prices

‘Good yield, lack of 

storage possible reason’

Pune APMC officials said
onions were fetching anything
between Rs 9-11 per kilogram
for the big ones and at least Rs
3 per kg for the lowest quality
produce. “This year the yield is
good but farmers do not have
storage facilities. Monsoon is
approaching and, therefore,
farmers are selling off their
produce quickly, which in turn
is pulling down prices,” Pune
APMC official Madhukant
Garad said.

PM TO INDIAN COMMUNITY  

India, Japan are ‘natural partners’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets members of the
Indian community during an event, in Tokyo.

Man, wife, 

daughter end lives 
NNaarrmmaaddaappuurraamm:: A man, his wife
and their teenage daughter were
on Monday found hanging in
their home in Pipariya in
Madhya Pradesh’s
Narmadapuram, a police official
said. The official identified the
deceased as Makarand
Vishwakarma (40), a daily wage
labourer with a local college, his
wife Shashi (38) and their
daughter Nikita (19). “When
Vishwakarma’s’s nephew came
to their home in VV Giri ward, he
did not get a response despite
knocking on the door for a long
time. He peeped through a win-
dow and found the three hang-
ing and alerted police,” Station
Road Pipariya police station
inspector Nikita Wilson told PTI.
“Some time ago, a clerk of the
college where Vishwakarma
worked had committed suicide
and had a left note which said
the former had papers due to
which he was ending his life. The
suicide note of Vishwakarma
claims he had no such paper as
mentioned by the deceased
clerk,” the official said. She said
she did not have details of what
papers were being mentioned in
the two suicide notes as the case
of the clerk was being probed by
the railway police.

Goverdhan Prasad Srivas 

Bhilai, May 23:
Commercial Tax
Department employee
Goverdhan Prasad
Srivas left for heavenly
abode at the age of 45
years. Funeral proces-
sion was taken out from
his residence situated at
Umda Road, Bhilai -3
and last rites of the mor-
tal remains were per-
formed at Umda
Muktidham. He was the
elder son of Dwarika
Prasad Srivas, husband
of Shiv Kumari, father
of Hemlata and Ragini.

OBITUARY
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BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2233::  A delegate of
Laghu Udyog Bharti met AK
Bhatta, ED (MM) BSP at Ispat
Bhawan to discuss various is-
sues related to the industry. At
the outset, Laghu Udyog
Bharti, State General
Secretary CP Dubey presented
a bouquet to AK Bhatta. In the
meeting that followed, impor-
tant areas were discussed in
detail mainly pertaining to the
problems being faced by the
MSMEs due to sudden in-
crease in prices. 

The Executive Director, AK
Bhatta assured to reconsider
about the RPN. Secretary of
Laghu Udyog Bharti, Industrial
Unit, Avi Sehgal talked about
treating the entrepreneurs sen-
sitively. Important discussion
was also held on categorization
wherein the ED was briefed
about the challenges being
faced by the entrepreneurs due

to sudden implementation of
categorization. On this, Mr
Prabhakar, Technical Advisor
told that there is some problem
in its mapping. The President,
Laghu Udyog Bharti, Industrial
Unit, Preetpal Singh proposed
that in such a situation, till the
categorization becomes fully
enforceable, why not put a stay
on categorization and let the
earlier process of tender be al-
lowed to continue.

Yogesh Gupta, Vice
President of Laghu Udyog
Bharti, Industrial Unit suggest-

ed to Tapan Kumar, CGM, that
if discussions between BSP and
MSMEs is held from time to
time, there is likelihood that
the difficulties will be sorted
out within a certain time
frame. Manohar Sharma urged
the State General Secretary to
pay attention to the registra-
tion of women entrepreneurs.
It is expected that this initial
meeting will prove to be a mile-
stone for MSMEs in the times
to come, informed a Laghu
Udyog Bharti press commu-
nique.  

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 23: The
Bhilai Unit of Prajapita
Brahmakumari Ishwariya
Vishwavidyalaya has
made a complaint to the
District Collector, Police
Superintendent and other
authorities regarding an
alleged imposter (lady)
who is roaming in the city
under the guise of
Brahmakumari. Her activ-
ities are causing harm to
the image of the
B r a h m a k u m a r i s
Organisation.

P r a j a p i t a
Brahmakumari Ishwariya
Vishwavidyalaya is an in-
ternational and spiritual
institution of repute,
whose branches are
spread in 140 countries all
over the world. The
Brahmakumaris Institute

is known all over the world
for Raja Yoga meditation
and for its ideal and high
values. This is the first in-
stitute in the world which
is completely controlled by
the Brahmakumari
Sisters. This institute is
making people's lives bet-
ter by inculcating moral
values in people. All the
programs of the institu-
tion all over the world and
various positive courses of
Raja Yoga Meditation, per-
sonality development and
life management are com-
pletely free of cost.

In a press communiqué,
the Bhilai Unit of
Brahmakumaris informed
that a lady identified as M
Usha is often seen in pub-
lic places in the city. She is
dressed like
Brahmakumaris in white
saree and wears a badge

also. Many renowned citi-
zens have informed the
Brahmakumaris Bhilai
Centre that the lady seeks
donations from the people
at public places. Posing as
Brahmakumari, she has
even visited the houses of
some people demanding
money for the organisa-
tion's activities.

BK Bhilai Centre in-

charge informed that the
lady M Usha is not associ-
ated with the organisa-
tion. Her activities are
against the dignity of the
organisation. As she is
moving around under the
guise of Brahmakumari,
her activities are tarnish-
ing the image of a presti-
gious devotional organisa-
tion. The Brahmakumaris
Organisation will not be
responsible if the lady M
Usha causes any mental or
physical harm to any per-
son. BK Bhilai Centre I/c
has demanded from the
District Collector and
Police Superintendent to
take legal action against
the alleged imposter to put
an end to her unexpected
activities and protect the
dignity and pride of a
global spiritual organisa-
tion.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 23: Dev
Sanskriti College of
Education and
Technology (DSCET),
Khapri, Durg has received
B+ grade accreditation
from National Assessment
and Accreditation Council
(NAAC). The council pro-
vided 2.59 CGPA to the in-
stitute in the assessment.
It was the first NAAC as-
sessment of this college.
Vedmata Gayatri
Shikshan Samiti
President Vasudev Prasad
Sharma and Director Jyoti
Sharma have appreciated
and greeted the Principal
Kuber Gurupanch, IQAC
I/c Mamta Dubey, NAAC
Coordinator Jyoti Purohit
and the entire team of
DSCET.

Hemchand Yadav
University Dean Dr

Prashant Kumar
Srivastava congratulated
the DSCET team on tele-
phone. College
Management Committee
President Vasudev Prasad
Sharma and Director Jyoti
Sharma have asked the
Principal and his team to
follow the suggestions
given by the NAAC Peer

Team.
It needs to be mentioned

here that the NAAC Peer
Team had conducted a
visit to DSCET on May 03
and 04. Team Chairman
Prof Suryanarayan
Panda, Coordinator Prof
Mantan Kumar, Jyoti
Singh and member Prof
Patil had conducted as-

sessment of the infra-
structure and other
arrangements of the col-
lege and had expressed
satisfaction. After discus-
sion with the faculty, the
team appreciated them
and had given some impor-
tant suggestions for im-
provement.

Principal has thanked
Varsha Sharma, Reena
Manikpuri, Preeti Pandey,
Archana Pandey, Kirtilata
Soni, Chitrarekha
Raghuvanshi, Priyanka
Pandey, Sarita Tamrakar
and Vandana Kosre of
College's Education
Department; Preeti
Janghel and Aafreen of
Commerce Department;
Jaihind Kachauriya of
Computer Science,
Librarian Yogesh Sahu,
Dhanesh Yadu, Ganesh
Sahu and all the staff
members.
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Bhilai, May 23: On the
fourth Day of skill devel-
opment workshop organ-
ised by women cell (
Vividha ) of Shri
S h a n k a r a c h a r y a
Mahavidyalaya  in collabo-
ration with INIFD, train-
ing was given on proper
catwalk to the partici-
pants. The fourth day ses-
sion started with how to
dress in proper attire in a
fashion show with acces-
sories, hairstyles and se-
lection of footwear.

The experts from INIFD
said for the catwalk
footwear should be pencil
hills and one should avoid
wedges, snickers and
other foot-wears. They

checked each participants
outfits and suggested alter-

natives to give them a per-
fect model look. Experts

from INIFD Harsha
Chandrikapura said that
she was the first student of
Chhattisgarh to partici-
pate in Newyork Fashion-
week.

She also said the per-
sons who are hefty should
wear straight outfits with
slits on both sides. The
housewives came forward
and were excited to get the
tips on how to wear simple
sarees in style with proper
accessories and hairstyle.

The staff and non teach-
ing staff of college partici-
pated in this workshop
whole heartedly and
thanked the INIFD staff to
share the important guide-
lines regarding the fash-
ion. Soniya, Harsha were
experts from INIFD.

SAIL celebrates fifty years of 
incorporation with a special logo

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 23: Steel
Authority of India
Limited (SAIL), the ma-
haratna steelmaking pub-
lic sector unit, is celebrat-
ing the company's fifty
years of incorporation
this year in 2022. SAIL was
incorporated on January
24, 1973.

SAIL's legacy of fifty
years is being celebrated

with the launch of a new
commemorative logo and
will be followed by several
events to be held all across
the company throughout
the year. The design of the
commemorative logo re-
tains the essence of SAIL's
company logo while bring-
ing out the spirit of fifty
years of journey of this
company. The logo was
launched by Soma
Mondal, Chairman, SAIL

in presence of the
Company's directors on
May 23, 2022. This feat is a
testimony of the compa-
ny's sustained efforts and
initiatives in ensuring bet-
ter stakeholders' engage-
ment and contribution in
nation building over the
years. Information on this
account was given in a
press communique by the
local SAIL unit-Bhilai
Steel Plant.

Villagers complain embezzlement of
money through forged muster roll

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 23: On
Monday, the villagers of
Ghughasideeh made a com-
plaint regarding embezzle-
ment of MGNREGA funds.
The villagers submitted the
complaint to the District
Collector during the week-
ly Jandarshan. They al-
leged that 01 week wages of
69 laborers had been em-
bezzled by producing
forged master rolls.

They informed that the
work of deepening of
Amha pond is approved
under MGNREGA in vil-
lage Ghughasideeh. The
work of deepening the
pond was conducted in 01
month. According to the
complainants, the
Sarpanch got the names of
69 laborers included in the
master roll of a week with-
out any work. They alleged
that it was a case of embez-
zlement of government
funds.

The applicants demand-
ed to lodge an FIR against
the person who misused
the government funds.
Taking cognizance of the
matter, the Collector for-
warded the application to
the concerned officer.

In another case, the
farmers of Village Rakhi
are worried about the
Kharif crop. The farmers
shared their concern with
the District Collector and
informed him that they do
not want to remain depend-
ent on rainfall. So they ap-
plied for a transformer to
the electricity department
a year ago so that they
could easily operate the
motor pumps in their
fields.

The department had to
provide electricity connec-
tion to the applicants after
installing poles. The appli-
cant informed that he had
applied in 2021 at Jamgaon
(M) office of Chhattisgarh
State Electricity

Distribution Company and
also deposited the required
documents and amount of
Rs 24,430/-. But till now nei-
ther electric poles nor
transformers have been in-
stalled. The farmers are
worried about the next
crop due to the negligent at-
titude of the power compa-
ny.

The applicant requested
the Collector that electrici-
ty should be provided to
him through power poles
after installing transform-

ers at the earliest. Taking
cognizance of the matter,
the Collector sent the appli-
cation to the concerned of-
ficer of the Electricity
Department.

In another case, a woman
of village Dhaur submitted
an application related to
her family dispute. She in-
formed that her husband,
who is a resident of
Gondpendri, has married
another woman without
giving her a divorce, which
is an offense in the eyes of

law. The woman wants
legal action against her
husband. The Collector
sent the application to the
police department.

Ramnagar Urla Durg
(Ward No 57) citizens com-
plained about lack of basic
facilities like roads, drains
in their area for the last five
years. The citizens said
that they had approached
the Municipal Corporation
several times but the civic
body has not even conduct-
ed an inspection to provide
the civic services. They
added that the locals are
facing many problems and
the situation becomes dire
during the rainy days.

They requested to take
appropriate action in this
direction. Taking cog-
nizance of the matter, the
Collector sent the applica-
tion to the concerned offi-
cer of the Municipal
Corporation. On Monday,
55 applications were re-
ceived in Jandarshan.

Saroj reviews expansion work
under Raipur Railway Division 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 23: Rajya
Sabha MP Saroj Pandey
on Monday today met the
senior railway officers of
Raipur Division and re-
viewed all the ongoing de-
velopment works related
to the railways in Raipur
Division.

During the discussion,
Railway officials informed
that all the development
and expansion works sanc-
tioned by the Central
Government are going on
smoothly and it is likely to
be completed in the near
future.

It was informed that the
work of second line from
Raipur to Lakholi has al-
most been completed and

within two months, rail
operation will start in it.
The tender which was in-
vited to appoint an archi-
tect for the beautification
and expansion of Durg
station, the process has
gone ahead and the agency
for this will be decided

soon. Ms Pandey inquired
about all the ROBs/RUBs
project in the Durg area
and directed them to get
the work completed at the
earliest.

Pandey said that the
Central Government led
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has im-
plemented hundreds of
projects to increase the
railway network and im-
prove the facilities in the
entire country and has
targeted to work on it as
per the stipulated time
frame. Development for
the convenience of the
people is the main mantra
of this government and
the lack of funds will
never come in the way of
development.

Saroj Pandey

Summer Sports coaching camp inaugurated at Rajhara
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 23: The
Summer Sports coaching
camp was inaugurated at
Volleyball ground at
Rajhara on May 20, 2022.
Tapan Sutradhar, CGM I/c
(Mines and Rowghat) was
the Chief Guest on the occa-
sion. Organised by
Personnel department of
Iron Ore Complex, the
camp could not be held dur-
ing the last few years due to
the COVID pandemic.

Sportspersons will be im-
parted training in 7 games
during the month-long
camp. The camp is opera-
tional from 6:00 hrs to 8:30
hrs daily. Nutritious break-
fast and jaggery will be
given to the participants of
the sports camp. The camp
will conclude on June 13,
2022.

Chief Guest Tapan
Sutradhar in his address
elucidated on the impor-
tance of the camp and said
that games are an essential
part of life. He assured full
support from the manage-
ment in making the coach-
ing camp a successful ven-
ture. Vikash Chandra,
DGM (Personnel) shared
that this year marks the
golden jubilee of the
Summer Sports coaching

camp. The camp was organ-
ised for the first time in
1972, he said. Sports is a
medium for channelizing
the energies of partici-
pants in the right direction,
he added. Maya Ram, GM
and Sports Trainer pre-
sented his views on the oc-
casion.

The Summer Sports
coaching camp was inaugu-
rated by Tapan Sutradhar,
CGM I/c (Mines and

Rowghat) and R C Behera,
Vikash Chandra, Bipin
Kumar, Chintala Shrikant,
Prashant Sirpurkar, Vinod
Kumar Shrivastav, Arun
Kumar, Maya Ram,
Shamshad Raza, Satyendra
Kumar, Nitesh Chhatri, S
Man, Abhay Singh,
Mankar, MP Singh and oth-
ers by playing a Volleyball
match.

General Managers,
Senior officers, Trainers,

members of Officers
Association, Union repre-
sentatives and players were
present on the occasion.
Sudharshan, NIC coach and
member of the Personnel
department played a pivotal
role in organising the pro-
gramme. The framework of
the camp was prepared by
JS Baghel, Assistant
Manager (Personnel). The
Vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Praveen Marathe.

Students get cat walk tips at Skill
development workshop at SSMV

DSCET receives NAAC Accreditation with B+ Grade

Imposter roaming in city under
the guise of Brahmakumari

Laghu Udyog Bharti delegate
meets ED (MM), BSP
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HOUSE FOR NAXAL VICTIM

CM Bhupesh Baghel handed over keys of 30 dwelling units constructed for the naxal victims under ‘Naxal Pidit
Purnahvas Yojana’ in Datewada on Monday.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 23: A meet-
ing was held under the
chairmanship of Chief
Secretary Amitabh Jain at
Mantralaya (Mahanadi
Bhawan) here today to dis-
cuss development of infra-
structure on a large scale
to turn Gouthans (cow-
shelters) in Chhattisgarh
to industrial parks. Other
important issues including
technical, infrastructure,
financial resources,
human resources were dis-
cussed in detail for setting
up rural industrial parks.
Adviser to the Chief
Minister Pradeep Sharma
was specially present in
the meeting.

Officers present at the
meeting put forward sever-
al important suggestions
for making women’s self
help groups being trained
for rural industrial parks
more active, providing em-
ployment to local youth,
and making arrangements
for marketing and materi-
als required for production
of local necessities for de-
velopment of Gouthanks
into rural industrial parks.
Chief Minister’s Advisor
Pradeep Sharma gave im-

portant suggestions
through presentation
about various technical as-
pects and plans for the es-
tablishment of Rural
Industrial Park.

The Chief Secretary
asked the officers to work
in coordination with each
other to develop rural in-
dustrial parks. Principal
Chief Conservator of
Forest Rakesh Chaturvedi,
Additional Chief Secretary
to Chief Minister Subrat
Sahoo, Principal Secretary
Village Industries and
Coordinator Rural
Industrial Park Dr Alok
Shukla, Secretary
Agriculture and
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr
Kamalpreet Singh,

Secretary Panchayat and
Rural Development
Department R Prasanna,
Secretary of Finance
Department Mrs Alarmel
Mangai D, Nodal Officer

Godhan Nyay Yojana Ayaz
Tamboli and senior offi-
cers of Agriculture and
other concerned depart-
ments were present at the
meeting.

Gouthans to be developed
as Rural Industrial Parks

CS reviews about MMY
Chief Secretary Amitabh Jain also reviewed about

‘Mukhyamantri Mitan Yojana’ (MMY) of Urban
Administration department through video confer-
encing here on Monday. During review he made it
clear that as & when someone contacts on Toll Free
No. 14545, he should be given detailed information
about all the important documents required, so that
when the ‘Mitan’ contacts the applicant, he is ready
with all documents at home. In such circumstances it
would be possible to provide the required certificate
by the applicant on time. CS directed to send informa-
tion about return of the application due to shortage
of some documents through SMS. Raipur, May 23: A e-rick-

shaw was dashed by a car
being recklessly driven op-
posite Bhatgaon Bus Stand
and in this three in the e-
rickshaw got injured and
out of which one is bit seri-
ous. The car driver has been
arrested and this entire case

is that of Tikrapara thana.
As per information in

this regard, a car was care-
lessly driven opposite the
Inter-State Bus Stand in
Bhatgaon and he dashed
against an e-rickshaw pass-
ing nearby. In this 4-5 per-
sons were travelling and out
of which 3 got injured and
one of them got seriously

injured. One of the passen-
ger’s leg bone got fractured
and was taken to hospital
for treatment. The Police
has arrested the car driver
and taking further action
against him. The car was
driven by Roshan Sapre,
R/o DD nagar Raipur.

Car dashes against e-rickshaw, 3 injured

Raipur, May 23: It was
after an accident by
Boleno vehicle coming
from wrong side against
the car on May 22 night
near Church’s main gate
that the Police arrested the
accused Arshad Ali and a
minor boy along with a
sword and ‘ganja’ in their
possession. Due to this ac-
cident the front wind-
shield of the car, door and
tyre got damaged and it
even caused injuries to ap-
plicant, son and father in
the car. The accused and
minor boy in the Boleno
car bearing No. CG 04 HQ
1053 even scolded the fami-

ly members and misbe-
haved with them. A case
under section 279, 337, 294
was filed against them.

It was on prompt action
by Saraswati Nagar Police
station that the team
nabbed both the accused
from Boleno vehicle and
when asked they started
misleading the Police.
When the Police conduct-
ed search of their vehicle
they found 3 swords and
‘ganja’ in their possession.
When the police seriously
interrogated, they dis-
closed that they have

Baleno car bearing No. CG
04 HQ 1053 from Ahmed
Colony under Kotwali
Thana on March 16 and
had come out on May 22
with swords in their car
and with intention for
some major crime. Since
the two were moving in
stolen car, the accident
took place in-between.

The Boleno car belongs
to owner Suresh Kumar
Gupta, R/o Ahmed Colony
and report in this regard
was lodged in Kotwali
Thana and a case under
section 457 and 380 of IPC
has been filed there. The
accused and the minor boy
were taken into arrest
along with 3 swords and
‘ganja’ and a case under
section 34 of IPC and 25,27
of Arms Act and 20 (II)  (A)
of Narcotics Act was filed
against them .

Two nabbed with 3 swords
and ‘Ganja’ in stolen car

Dashed a car while
moving in their
stolen Boleno car
on Sunday night
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Raipur, May23: A com-
plaint against the
Medical Officer and HoD
of Dialysis Department
of DKS Super Specialty
Hospital Dr Vikas Singh
has been received and
the nursing staff has
filed the complaint of
misbehaviour by the doc-
tor. It was based upon the
complaint by the female
nursing staff of DKS
that a case has been filed
and the police is holding
interrogation with him.

The staff nurse of DKS
Super Specialty Hospital
has charged that during

the interview the doctor
has used indescent
words and the staff
nurse also informed that
the doctor has warned to
terminate her is she does
not accept his demands.
The doctor used foul lan-
guage while speaking to
her and was forcing her
to accept the words ask-
ing her to become his
girlfriend and other de-
meaning words.

On this complaint
Golebazar Police Thana
has filed a case against
the doctor and taken him
into arrest.

HoD of Dialysis deptt
taken into arrest

On charges of using
foul language and
misbehaving with
nurse during an
interview
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Dantewada, May 23:
‘Dannex’—the home-
grown clothing brand of
Chhattisgarh’s tribal

dominated Dantewada
district—is all set to hit
the international market.
An MoU has been inked
between Dannex FPO
and Export House
Tirupur—one of the
largest wholesale unit in
the country—for export
of apparels made in
Chhindnar, the fifth unit
of Dannex. Now, apparels
of this ‘desi’ brand will
also be seen in the mar-
kets of US and UK.

Meanwhile, in a bid to

make women self-reliant
and provide them with
employment opportuni-
ties, Nava Dantewada
Garment Factory was es-
tablished in Haram
Gram Panchayat falling
under Chhattisgarh’s
worst Maoist-hit
Dantewada district.
Tribal women are en-
gaged in tailoring work
manufacturing clothes
under the brand name
‘Dannex’ which is an ab-
breviation for

‘Dantewada Next’.
Started about 16

months ago with the help
of district administra-
tion, this homegrown
brand depicts rich tribal
culture and tradition of
the district. After the suc-
cess of this first cloth fac-
tory in Haram, similar
units have been estab-
lished in Barsoor, Karli
and Katekalyan villages.

A batch of about 6 lakh
85 thousand apparels
worth Rs 50 crore have
been sent to Bangalore in
the last 16 months from
these four units of
Dannex which are being
sold across the country
from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari. About 800
tribals mostly women
from Dantewada district
have got employment
through this initiative.
Women who once spent
days in the shadow of
poverty are earning
more than Rs 7000 per

month today.
Meanwhile, as a part of

his meet and greet pro-
gramme (Bhent-Mulaqat
Abhiyan), Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh
Baghel visited
Katekalyan unit of
Dannex today. He also in-
teracted with the women
working here. The
women working said
with all smiles that they
are happy with their
earnings here and are
progressing towards
achieving financial inde-
pendence.

Chhattisgarh is setting
an example for other
states of the country in
terms for its steps taken
towards poverty allevia-
tion and economic em-
powerment. Due to the ef-
forts of the state govern-
ment, Naxalism has con-
fined to only few pockets
in Chhattisgarh and peo-
ple here are paving the
way for development.

Dantewada’s desi ‘Dannex’ brand all set to go global
MoU signed for fifth
unit of Dannex, now
clothes made in
Dantewada will be
sold in international
market

CM inspects
Dannex Katekalyan
Unit, interacts with
women working in
the unit

Tribal women did
business of Rs 50 cr
in 16 months, 800
tribals of
Dantewada got
employment

Raipur, May 23: A short
conservation of
Katekalyan’s Parvati with
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has got her an op-
portunity to go England.
Parvati More, a woman
hailing from Katekalyan
thanked Chief Minister

for the state government’s
initiative of procuring
minor forest produce at
support price saying that
they all have been benefit-
ted with this initiative.
She added that this time
we are going to export

Mahua to England.
The woman’s face

flushed with excitement
when Chief Minister
asked if she wants to go
England. “Will send you to
England” said Mr. Baghel
after seeing the excite-
ment and broad smile on
Parvati’s face. Parvati told
the Chief Minister that
nearly 40 thousand quin-
tals of Mahua has been
collected by various

groups. MFP collectors are
very happy with the state
government’s policies.

It is worth mentioning
that the work Mahua col-
lection is done on a large
scale in the Katekalyan
area. People keep collect-
ing it throughout the sea-
son of Mahua. New in-
come opportunities will be
created here with the
Mahua reaching interna-
tional markets.

‘Destiny of Parvati will change, now she will travel to England’
p Katekalyan’s Parvati

is exporting Mahua
to England
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Raipur, May 23:
Chhattisgarh State
Cricket Council (CSCC)
has been formed in the
state and its procedure
has been completed.
After its formation, the
membership drive has
been started and in this
the membership will be
provided to the old and

existing cricket players
and sports lovers and
would also be provided
right to vote and ap-
point office bearers in
senior posts. It is by
adopting the democratic
procedure in the
Council, the general
body meeting will be
called and selection of-
fice bearers will be done
and then work plan will

be finalized.
In all 32 districts the

Council will be pre-
pared and then Cricket
Academies will be es-
tablished and thou-
sands of good players,
good trainers and other
technical staff will be
recruited.

The state convener of
Chhattisgarh Khel
Mahasangh (CKM)

Advocate Praveen Jain
informed that there
thousands of talented
players in Chhattisgarh
and out of which only
few cricket players gets
selected and there are
hundreds of other tal-
ented players who could
not get opportunity to
exhibit their talent and
becomes disappointing
for them.

CSCC formed in state for budding cricket players

Raipur, May 23:
Chhattisgarh Table Tennis
Association (CTTA) on
Monday declared the team
for the 83rd Cadet & Sub
Junior National Table
Tennis tournament being
organized under the aegis
of Table Tennis Federation
of India at Indore from
May 26 to June1.

Providing the above in-
formation in a joint press
statement issued here, the
CTTA President Sharad
Shukla and Secretary
Vinay Baiswade said that
the players were provided
Track Suit and Sports Kit
for the national tourna-
ment. Pankaj Bolar from
Bilaspur and Geetangali
Pathak from Durg are
Coach and Team Managers
respectively for the tourna-
ment.

Anugrah Chaudhary
from Dhamtari, Pragya
Pathak from Durg, Nandita
Verma from Baloda Bazar

and Haritima Agrawal
from Raipur are in the Sub
Junior team for girls
whereas Chahak Kataria
from Raipur, Charvi
Madharia and Shuchi
Dubey from Durg and
Anushka Bardge from
Rajnandgaon are in the
Cadet Girls team.
Similarly, Ananya Gotekar
from Rajnandgaon and
Nehal Verma from Baloda
Bazar are in the Hopes
Girls team whereas Kashiv
Jain from Durg and
Lavanya Pandey from
Raipur are the additional
entry for the National tour-
nament.

In the boys team, Karan
Malhotra and Arjun
Malhotra from Raipur as
well as Andrew Williams
and Yashwant Decate are
the in the Sub junior team
whereas Arjun Malhotra,
Reyansh Pahwa from
Bilaspur, Samyak Sahu
from Bilaspur and Arav
Jain from Durg are in the
Cadet category.

Similarly, Arav Jain
from Durg, Vihan Agrawal
from Raipur are in the
Homes Boys team whereas
Gaurav Moon from Durg
and Raghav Tiwari from
Raipur are the additional
players.

CTTA announces team for Cadet & Sub-jr
National TT tournament

Raipur, May 23: Leaders
of Bharatiya Janata Party
Kisan Morcha took to
streets on Monday over
plight of farmers. Taking
out foot march all of them
reached cooperative socie-
ty office in Jora. With cow
dung in their hands they
shouted slogans outside
society office.

Charging society offi-
cers with committing ir-
regularities the Kisan
Morcha leader
Gourishankar Srivas said
that farmers were being
given poor quality ma-
nure. Supply of poor
quality manure is directly
affecting income of farm-
ers, he said. A delegation
of BJP leaders also sub-
mitted a memorandum
and warned of intensify-
ing agitation if action was
not taken on the com-

plaint of irregularities.
The BJP leaders alleged

that anti-farmer policies
were being implemented
in Chhattisgarh. Farmers
in the state are facing
many problems and situa-
tion has worsened to such
an extent that hundreds of
farmers have committed
suicide.

While Narendra Modi
government at the Center
is providing urea- fertiliz-
er at Rs 625 per quintal to
the farmers, attempt is
being made to loot farm-
ers in Chhattisgarh, the
BJP leaders said adding
that farmers are being
forced to take 3 sacks (90
kg) for 1000 quintals per
acre for taking substan-
dard manure and cow
dung mixed with sand and
soil.

The BJP Kisan Morcha
demanded that all the
farmers of the state
should be allowed to buy
vermicompost voluntarily
with elimination of the

obligation to buy 3 bags
(90 kg) of cow dung per
acre. Vermi compost
should be free from sand
and soil, they said.

While reducing the
amount of the last install-
ment of Rajiv Gandhi
Nyay Yojana by 30 to 50
percent, less amount (Rs
470 crore) has been re-
leased to the farmers, they
said and demanded that
the difference amount
should be released to the
farmers immediately.
Procurement of Rabi crop
of farmers in the state
should be started immedi-
ately at Rs. 2500 per quin-
tal, they demanded.

Congress in its mani-
festo had promised to give
paddy bonus of 2 years
pending during previous
government. Now that it
has been more than three
and a half years the
amount of outstanding
bonus should be released
to the farmers immediate-
ly, they said.

BJP Kisan Morcha takes to streets with cow dung
p Takes out foot march

in Raipur, gheraoes
cooperative society
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Dantewada, May 23: Chief
Minister inaugurated the
new unit of Denex today in
Katekalyan. Denex brand is
part of the innovation in

Dantewada, nationally ac-
claimed for its textile unit.
In this newly-inaugurated
textile unit, 100 women will
make garments. On the oc-
casion, MoU was signed for
the fifth unit of Denex,
Chhindnar. This MoU was
signed between Dannex
FPO and Export House
Tirupur, one of the largest
units of Whole Sale in the
country at Coimbatore,
Tamil Nadu.
Congratulating the women
employees on this occasion,
Chief Minister said that
this innovation of

Dantewada is gaining pop-
ularity across the country
and now this work is being
expanded through
Katekalyan Unit.
Overjoyed to have Chief
Minister amidst them,
women present on this oc-
casion, requested for his
autographs, and Chief
Minister gave them the au-
tograph. Chief Minister
also gifted a shirt of
Dannex brand to MP Mr.
Deepak Baij on the occa-
sion. It is noteworthy that
Dantewada has been estab-
lished as a new center of

textile business through
‘Dannex’. The high quality
of garments under Dannex
brand have led to their high
demand across the country.
Business organizations
from across the country are
approaching them. It is also
worth mentioning here
that so far four units of
Dannex have been commis-
sioned at Haram, Barsur,
Karli, Katekalyan and MoU
has been signed for the fifth
unit Chhindnar. It is also
noteworthy that the women
employees of Denex have
also made the 11 km long
chunari, which will be of-
fered by Chief Minister to
Danteshwari Mai.

On the occasion, Chief
Minister also had a look on
Dhenki rice. Officials in-
formed that in olden times,
rice was traditionally ex-
tracted from Dhenki, which
kept the nutritious proper-
ties of rice intact. On
which, Chief Minister said
that Dantewada has huge
potential for the experi-
ments of organic farming,
as the land here is already
fertile and there is abun-
dance of forest resources.
Chief Minister said that
the innovations taking
place in Dantewada are
compatible with the natu-
ral environment of the re-
gion, which is commend-
able.

CM inaugurates new unit
of Dannex in Katekalyan

Overjoyed to have
CM amidst, women
asked him for an
autograph, CM gift-
ed an attractive
shirt of Dannex to
the MP

Balod, May 23: The Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
attended the district level
Karma Mahotsav and
Bhoomi Pujan ceremony
organized at district head-
quarter Balod on Sunday.
The Chief Minister was
enthusiastically welcomed
with a flower garland pre-
sented by the office bear-
ers of Sahu Samaj.
Addressing the program,
the Chief Minister con-
gratulated everyone on e
occasion of the Bhakt
Mata Karma Jayanti.
Referring to the devotee
Mata Karma, he said that
if there is unwavering

faith, reverence and dedi-
cation towards God, then
the wish is definitely ful-
filled. Mata Karma had
proved that the devotion
and dedication of the
devotee has the power to
force the Lord to appear.
Earlier, the Chief Minister
wished for happiness and
prosperity of the state by
garlanding and lighting a
lamp on the photo of devo-
tee Mata Karma. He per-
formed Bhoomi Pujan of
the building construction
work of District Sahu
Samaj and announced that

Rs 50 lakh would be sanc-
tioned for the construction
work. He announced that
Balod’s women’s college
would be named after
devotee Mata Karma.

CM  Baghel honoured
the meritorious students
of Sahu Samaj by giving
them a citation.
Addressing the program,
he said that on the death
anniversary of former
Prime Minister Bharat
Ratna Late Shri Rajiv
Gandhi yesterday, more
than 26.68 lakh farmers,
landless agricultural

labourers, livestock farm-
ers and women associated
with self-help groups have
received an amount of Rs
1804.50 cr directly trans-
ferred to their bank ac-
counts. He said that
Chhattisgarh is the first
state in the country, which
has ensured the social and
economic rights of every
citizen through Nyaya
Yojana. The Chief
Minister said that under
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana (RGKNY), the first
installment amount of Rs.
87.27 cr was transferred to
the bank accounts of 1.36
lakh farmers of Balod dis-
trict. Under the Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana, Rs
2.57 cr was transferred to
12859 beneficiaries of
Balod district. The Chief
Minister said that along
with the support price of
paddy of the farmers,
minor forest produce is
also being purchased at
the support price. Earlier
07 types of minor forest

produce were purchased,
now 65 types of minor for-
est produce are being pur-
chased.

District in-charge
Minister Umesh Patel and
Sanjari-Balod MLA
Sangeeta Sinha also ad-
dressed the program and
extended best wishes to
the devotee Mata Karma
Jayanti. At the end of the
program, the Chief
Minister was honoured
with a memento by the
Sahu Samaj.

On this occasion,
Telghani Board President
Sandeep Sahu,
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Sahu Union President
Tahal Sahu, District Sahu
Union President Soman
Lal Sahu along with other
senior officials of Sahu
Samaj, Municipality
President Vikas Chopra,
Collector Janmejay
Mahobe, Superintendent
of Police Govardhan Ram
Thakur, public representa-
tives of the area, digni-
taries and a large number
of people were present.

CM Baghel announces to name the Balod
women’s college after the ‘Bhakt Mata Karma’

Participated in dis-
trict level Karma
Festival and stone
laying ceremony in
Balod

Approves of Rs 50
lakh for the building
of District Sahu
Samaj
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Raipur, May 23: As
per the directions of
Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel and
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar, a
new facility ‘Tunhar
Sarkar Tuhar Dwar’ is
being efficiently oper-
ated by the transport

department in the
state. Under this, as
many as 10 lakh 01
thousand 07 hundred
smart card based regis-
tration certificates and
driving licenses have
been delivered to appli-
cant’s doorsteps in a
period of less than one
year from June to
March. This include 6
lakh 66 thousand 822
smart card based regis-
tration certificates and
3 lakh 31 thousand 947
driving licenses.

Continuous monitor-
ing is being done by the
Transport Minister
Mohammad Akbar for
the proper implemen-
tation of ‘Tunhar
Sarkar Tuhar Dwar’
scheme, started keep-
ing in view the conven-
ience of people. Under
this, 22 transport relat-
ed services are being
provided to the people
at their doorsteps.

Now people no
longer need to visit the
transport offices again
and again. This saves

both money and time
of the applicants.

Transport depart-
ment officials in-
formed that a helpline
number 75808-08030
has been issued by the
department to make
‘Tuhar Sarkar, Tuhar
Dwar’ service more ac-
cessible, which is avail-
able from 10 am to 5.30
pm on all working
days.

Applicants can also
get the desired infor-
mation by sending
their queries to the e-
mail id cgparivahan-
dispatch@gmail.com.
By calling on the above
helpline number, appli-
cants can get all the in-
formation related to
the dispatch of their
driving license and
registration certificate.
Right now on an aver-
age 100 calls are being
received per day in
which mainly informa-
tion related to driving
license and registra-
tion process, taxes and
fees are being sought.

More than 10 lakh smart card based registration
certificate and driving license delivered 

At applicant’s
doorsteps under
‘Tuhar Sarkar,
Tuhar Dwar’ 

Applicants got
freedom from
making repeated
rounds of offices
for driving license
and registration
certificate

Helpline number
75808-08030
issued by the
Transport
Department

Raipur, May 23:
Considering the rise in
number of cancer cases
even in low-risk popula-
tions, Medanta-Gurugram
on Monday brought its
team of cancer specialists
to Raipur so that patients
could get consultation and
treatment guidelines in
their hometown.

Dr Pratibha Dhiman,
Senior Consultant
Medical and Haemato
Oncology, Cancer Institute
Gurugram and her team
was available for consulta-
tion on Monday at the
Goodwills Hospital in
Raipur.

“These days we are see-
ing a rise in the number of
cancer cases even in the
population that was earli-
er considered to be at low
risk. Some known reasons

for the rise in cancer cases
include use of tobacco, al-
cohol consumption, air
pollution, unhealthy diet,
and lack of physical activi-
ty,” said Dr Dhiman, who
is an expert in stem cell
transplant and matched
sibling transplants, treat-
ing novel agents and im-
munotherapy in
Malignant disorders, and
bone marrow examina-
tion, besides others.

Such OPDs help in early
cancer detection, which
greatly increases the prob-
ability of survival, and of-
fers better standard of liv-
ing post treatment. “The
chances of survival are
lower and the cost of treat-
ment is also higher when
cancer detection and treat-
ment are delayed,” said Dr
Dhiman.

Medanta brings world-class, 
affordable cancer care to Chh’garh
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Dantewada, May 23:
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel on Monday offered
prayers at Maa
Danteshwari Temple in
Katekalyan of Dantewada

district and wished for hap-
piness and prosperity of
the state and the people of
the region. He inaugurated
67 renovated ‘Devgudis’ of
the district in a pro-
gramme organized in the
temple premises. In a bid to
preserve the tribal culture
and to save the epicenter of
their faith, the work of
beautification and develop-
ment of these Devgudis

has been done by the state
government at a cost of Rs
6 crore 70 lakhs.

This includes 16
Devgudis in Katekalyan
block, 27 in Dantewada
block, 19 in Geedam block
and 5 in Kuakonda block.
Industries Minister and
Dantewada district in-
charge Minister Mr.
Kawasi Lakhma, MP Mr.
Deepak Baij, MLA Mrs.

Devati Karma were also
present on the occasion.
Gaita, Pujari, Perma,
Gujiya and Manjhi of the
temple expressed their
gratitude to Chief Minister
for including them under
the scope of Rajiv Gandhi
Gramin Bhoomiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana providing them an
annual financial assistance
of Rs 7 thousand.

CM offers prayers at Danteshwari Temple 

p Prayed for happi-
ness and prosperity
of the state

Raipur, May 23: 

The Chief Minister
while addressing the
‘Discussion and Prize
Distribution’ program or-
ganized on the occasion of
International Biodiversity
Day at his residence office
on Sunday said that the
unique biodiversity of
Chhattisgarh is a matter of
great pride for the state
and numerous measure
have been taken by the
state government  to pre-
serve and promote this
rich and unique biodiver-
sity. Marine fossils have

been found on the banks of
the Hasdeo river near
Manendragarh in
Chhattisgarh. For the con-
servation of this place of
scientific national and in-
ternational importance,
the work of establishing a
‘Gondwana Marine Fossils
Park’ will start here from
next month.

Baghel said that a new
budget item has been cre-
ated for biodiversity con-
servation from the year
2020-21 to provide ade-
quate financial resources
to the Biodiversity
Management Committees
of the State. With this,
funds will be available
every year to these com-
mittees. Similarly, it has
been decided by the state
government that 02 per-
cent of the sale price of
any forest produce should
be given to the local
Biodiversity Committee.
About 1000 crore rupees

are received annually
from the sale of tendu
leaves alone. In this way,
the Biodiversity
Management Committees
are likely to get an amount
of about 20 crore rupees
every year from tendu
patta alone.

Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar,
Agriculture Minister
Ravindra Choubey, Public
Health Engineering
Minister Guru Rudra
Kumar, MLA Shailesh
Pandey and State Civil
Supplies Corporation
Chairman Ram Gopal
Agarwal, Additional Chief
Secretary Subrata Sahoo,
Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests
and Forest Force Chief
Rakesh Chaturvedi along
with other departmental
officers were present.
Forest department offi-
cials and experts of vari-
ous districts of the state

also participated in this
program through video
conferencing.

Baghel informed that
the Biodiversity Board
was constituted in the
year 2006 in Chhattisgarh,
but it was reconstituted in
the year 2020 to carry for-
ward its work effectively.
The Chief Minister said
that good progress has
also been made in the
preparation of Public
Biodiversity Register in
the state. A bird aware-
ness and training center is
being set up in the
Gidhwa Parsada area. In
order to accelerate the
work of biodiversity con-
servation, the State
Wetland Authority has
been reconstituted in
December 2021 by the
State Government.
Similarly, the survey re-
port of 07 wetlands for the
protection of migratory
birds has been prepared.
Prehistoric frescoes have
been found in many dis-
tricts of the forest areas of
the state, a plan is being
prepared to preserve
them.

Forest Minister
Mohammad Akbar said
that conservation and pro-

motion of biodiversity is
also very important for en-
vironmental balance. Its
imbalance increases the
risk of disasters like
floods, droughts, storms.
He said that a park is
being developed for the
conservation of birds in
Gidhwa-Parsada. 150
types of birds of the coun-
try and overseas migrato-
ry birds come here. Akbar
said that 12 thousand 04
Biodiversity Management
Committees have been
constituted in the local
bodies of the state. He said
that with the speedy work
of conservation and pro-
motion of biodiversity,
employment opportuni-
ties will be created,
tourism will be promoted
.Additional Chief
Secretary, Forest
Department, Subrata
Sahoo said that there is a
need to create awareness
among the people to pre-
serve the rich biodiversity
of Chhattisgarh.

On this occasion, the
Chief Minister released
miniature documentaries
prepared by the Forest
Department on the first
expression and proposed
bird awareness based on

the Manendragarh Fossil
Park of rock art, and re-
leased 06 books related to
biodiversity. The Chief
Minister also gave out
awards through video con-
ferencing for organiza-
tions, individuals and bio-
management committees
working in the field of bio-
diversity, conservation of
pet animals, conservation
of bio-cultural diversity.

In the program,
Additional Principal
Chief Conservator of
Forests and Secretary of
Chhattisgarh Biodiversity
Board Arun Kumar
Pandey gave detailed in-
formation about the
works of the Board. On
this occasion Principal
Chief Conservator of
Forests (Wildlife
Conservation) P.V.
Narasimha Rao,
Secretary, Department of
Forest and Climate
Change, Prem Kumar was
also present. Dr. Suresh
Kumar Pillai, expert of
Birbal Sahni Pura
Institute of Science
Lucknow and expert of
rock painting Dr.
Meenakshi Dubey Pathak
also joined the program
through virtual medium.

Kiran Upadhyay
Raipur: Kiran
Upadhyay, R/o Pt. DD
Nagar, sector-2,
breathed her last on
Sunday. She was 53. She
was W/o Jaiprakash
Upadhyay, senior jour-
nalist of Nava Bharat
and mother of
Shubham and
Saurabh. The final
rites were held at
Mahadev Ghat crema-
torium on Monday.

OBITUARY

Ch’garh’s unique biodiversity is the pride of the state: CM



Mayor-in-Council approves devp works worth lakh
Central Chronicle News

Korba, May 23: Mayor-
in-Council of Municipal
Corporation Korba,
under Mayor Rajkishore
Prasad and in the pres-
ence of Commissioner
Prabhakar Pandey gave
approval to the various
works of the corporation,
and facilities related to
the general public.

During the meeting, vari-
ous subjects of Korba
Municipal Corporation
(KMC) such as purchase of
equipment and materials
under 14th Finance, driver
for operation of various ve-
hicles of the corporation,
JCB operator labor etc.,
supply work, action plan
under 14th Finance
Commission, 15th Finance
Action plan under the com-

mission, Chief Minister
Urban Electrification
Scheme, LED street light
system, time scale pay scale
of officer employees, exten-
sion of cleaning work,
mechanized sweeping
work, Chhattisgarh
Housing Board, transfer of
residential colonies, ani-
mal vehicle trolley repair
work, corporation
Necessary decisions were
taken unanimously by the

Mayor-in-Council on sub-
jects related to various civil
services and facilities in-
cluding repair work, air
conditioners etc.

Mayor Rajkishore
Prasad also reviewed the
work progress of various
development and construc-
tion works of the corpora-
tion, works related to civil
services and facilities,
water, electricity, sanita-
tion etc. He gave necessary

directions to the officers in
relation to speedy develop-
ment and construction
work, completion of the
process of tender etc. of
the proposed works within
the time limit, paying spe-
cial attention to the quality
of the progressing con-
struction works and com-
pleting them within the
time limit.

During the meeting,
Mayor-in-Council members

Santosh Rathor, Amarjeet
Singh, Kriparam Sahu,
Sunil Patel, Paluram Sahu,
Pradeep Jaiswal, Mastul
Singh Kanwar, Sukhsagar
Nirmalkar, Surti Kuldeep,
Ropa Tirkey, Additional
Commissioner Treasurer
Kumhar, Superintending
Engineer MK Verma,
Deputy Commissioner and
Corporation Secretary
Pawan Verma, Deputy
Commissioner BP Trivedi,
Account Officer Anand
Gupta, Zone
Commissioner AK
Sharma, RK Maheshwari,
MN Sarkar, Vinod
Shandilya, Akhilesh
Shukla, Bhushan Oraon,
Tapan Tiwari , NK Nath,
Health Officer Dr. Sanjay
Tiwari, Rameshwar Singh
Kanwar and other officials
were present.

NSS workers, Anganbadi
worker distribute dry-ration

Central Chronicle News

DDoonnggaarrggaaoonn,,  MMaayy  2233::  The
state government has
launched 'Suposhan Abhiyan'
with objective to keep the chil-
dren in the age-group of 0-5
yrs and girls and women in the
age-group of 15-49 yrs well-
nourished and free from
Anemia. On coming out of the
corona pandemic, the state
government is making all ef-
forts to keep the children and
pregnant women in the state in
good health.

So for this the NS workers of
Government Dr Baba Saheb
Bhimrao Ambedkar PG College
(GBSBAPGC) Dongargaon,
along with the Anganbadi
workers distributed dry-ration

to pregnant women, so that
they deliver healthy babies. In
this works the NSS workers are
regularly extending whole-
hearted support. 

In this initiative by the NSS
workers, Anganbadi worker
Amin Bai Sahu, associate
worker Lokeshwari Patel ex-
pressed happiness and hoped
that they would come to ex-
tend assistance in the coming
days. 

In this 'Suposhan Abhiyan',
NSS workers viz. Eklavy Kumar
Sahu, Umakant Patel,
Dileshwar Sahu, Thamendra
Kumar, Kumud Sahu, Chandan
Sahu, Kuleshwar Yadav and ac-
tive 'Bihan' female worker
Dumeshwari Patel and Sonam
Nishad were present.

Central Chronicle News

KKoorrbbaa  MMaayy  2233:: District
Collector Ranu Sahu conduct-
ed a surprise inspection of
coal mines of SECL area Gevra
and Deepka today, in the pres-
ence of Superintendent of
Police Bhojram Patel in the
context of complaint of coal
theft in coal mines and investi-
gation of viral videos regard-
ing coal theft. 

The Collector took informa-
tion from the officials of SECL
and CISF about illegal coal
theft and illegal entry and exit
in the mines. She went to

Naraibodh, Bhathora, Raliya
and Amgaon under the mine
area and inspected the vari-
ous entry and exit points.
Adequate security arrange-
ments and sieges were not
found in these areas to pre-
vent coal theft.

Collector Sahu expressed
deep displeasure at the offi-
cers of SECL and CISF for not
finding security arrange-
ments. The Collector  instruct-
ed to get the trenching done
on illegal roads through JCB
on the spot and instructed the
CISF officers to impose duty
of SI rank officers by making

check posts at identified
places to check illegal coal
mining and theft. 

Along with this, instructions
were given to monitor such
places by installing CCTV
cameras. During this, officers
of SECL, CISF, Mineral
Department and SDM
Katghora Kaushal Prasad
Tendulkar were present. It is
noteworthy that Collector Mrs.
Sahu had in February held a
joint meeting of the officers of
CISF, SECL and directed to
make necessary security
arrangements to prevent coal
theft in the coal mines and to
lay siege to the mines. 

Along with this, instructions
were also given to keep a con-
stant vigil to prevent coal theft
by making check posts. In the
meeting, Collector Mrs. Sahu
had said that the entire re-
sponsibility of preventing coal
theft from the mines rests
with the CISF engaged in se-
curity. 

Central Chronicle News

Fingeshwar, May 23:
District Congress
Committee President
Bhavsing Sahu has con-
demned the Jail Bharo
movement of the BJP and
termed it as a face saver
against the policies of the
Central Government.

He alleged that inflation
these days has broken all
records and according to
the data given by the gov-
ernment on Tuesday, May
17, the wholesale inflation
rate was at a high of 15.08
percent in April 22 and for
the first time after nearly
25 years, the graph of in-
flation has crossed 15 per-
cent.

Sahu further said that
this graph of inflation has
been increasing continu-
ously for the last 13
months by staying in dou-
ble digits. High inflation in
everyday things has made
life difficult for people, he
said.

In the squares, shops,
haat bazaars, chaupals,
only the cry of inflation is

being raised and it is the
BJP which is trying to
divert the attention of
the public from the fail-
ures of the central gov-
ernment by pretending
to do jail-bharo on un-
necessary, issueless sub-
jects.

Mr. Sahu told that
even after the increase in
inflation, instead of Rs
55 lakh crore in 1998,
there is a foreign debt of
Rs. 1 crore 39 lakh crore.
Bhavsing Sahu said that
all the efforts of the
Central Government are
proving unsuccessful in
controlling the rising in-
flation. Chilhar retail in-

flation is at an eight-year
high these days and whole-
sale profits are also show-
ing a sharp rise.

Meeting related to KVY
held in Gram Kumarda

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, May 23:
Under the Kushabhau
Thakre birth centenary
'Karya Vistarak Yojana'
(KVY) in Gram Kumarda,
an important meeting was
held and it was attended y
Mandal Kumarda Chief
Vistarak- Indumati
Chuneshwar Sahu (district

panchayat member),
Aniruddh Chandrakar
(former President BJP
Mandal Kumarda), Anjali
Sharma (shakti kendra in-
charge), Yogendra Rajput
(Shakti Kendra President),
Naveen Sahu (Shakti
Kendra Vistarak), Bhanu
Soni (BJYM district work-
ing committee),
Aishkumar Kaushik (gen.

secy. BJYM Kumarda),
Gasu Koliyari (Dy. Sarpach
Gram Panchayat
Kumurda), Deepak
Urvashi, Jaggu Koliyari,
Shiv Krishna, Sunder
Ravate, Yogesh Churendra,
Chintaram, Kailash
Choudhary, Rajkumar
Yadav, Kundan yadav and
other local party workers
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 23: Director
General Kuldeep Singh
virtually opens 223
Battalion on May 21, in
which Nitin Agarwal
Additional Director
General Zone B Saket
Kumar Singh Inspector
General Chhattisgarh
Sector was also present.

On this auspicious oc-
casion, Raghuvansh
Kumar, Commandant 223
Battalion, was personal-
ly present at the
Chintalnar Camp and
duly inaugurated the
field hospital.

Field Hospital was es-
tablished on 26 January
2015 at Chintalnar for the
treatment of the mem-
bers of the force working

in this remote interior
area and for the treat-
ment of the local vil-
lagers, especially for the
personnel involved in op-
erational activities in the
shortest possible time.
By posting doctors here,
basic facilities like X-ray,
first aid etc. have been

provided to the injured.
At present six field

hospitals are functioning
in Bastar region. In the
last seven years, Field
Hospital Villanar has
successfully treated
about 50,000 force mem-
bers and local residents.
In the recent past, 32 seri-

ously injured personnel
of the force have been
successfully treated as
well as 04 snakebite vic-
tims in the year 2021, 02
poisoned in the year 2022
and 01 motorcycle acci-
dent victims.

In the year 2021-22 This
10 bedded  hospital is

supplied with equip-
ments/accessories re-
quired for any hospital to
run.. In the year 2022,
during the month of
January, a total of 59
Covid-19 personnel have
been isolated and played
an important role in get-
ting rid of Covid-19.

Action taken against 19
using pressure horns

Central Chronicle News

Dongargaon, May 23:
The Dongargaon Police
took action against the ve-
hicle riders using pressure
horns and causing mas-
sive noise pollution and
distracting others.

Under leadership of TI
Mayank Gurjar, action
was taken against 19 vehi-
cle riders for using 'pres-
sure horns' and violating
traffic rules. The resident
of the city have lodged
complaint about distur-
bance being caused to
those walking on the road
and other riders due to
such loud noise of si-
lencers.

It is notable here that
using such loud noise
pressure horns, may cause

some serious problems to
heart patients and the sen-
ior citizens and general
public as well. In this ac-
tion was taken against
Kewal Patel, S/o Bahal
Patel, (21), R/o Bodhitola
for using pressure horn in
their motorcycle and chal-
lan was cut.

In the same way, action

was also taken against
Deepak Vishwakarma,
S/o Parasram Verma, (30);
Hemrai Sahu S/o
Kheduram Sahu (45); both
R/o Matia ward No 14,
Dongargaon Thana under
section 151 and were pro-
duced in the SDM's court.
Similary action was taken
against others

Elephant herd block National Highway 130C

Central Chronicle News

Mainpur, May 23: Herd
of elephants reportedly
blocked the National
Highway 130C and kept
hovering on the road for
an hour on Thursday.
Elephants reached
Mainpur via Fuljhar Dam
and camped in the river
on the banks of
Kanwarama village, just 6
kms away from Mainpur
tehsil headquarters of

Gariyaband district.
This has resulted in

panic in Mainpur, Themli,
Patharri, and surround-
ing villages and people
are being appealed not to
go towards the forest.
According to information,
for the last several years, a
group of elephants has
been coming to this area
and it is seen whenever
the herd of elephants
crosses the national high-
way (NH) it is rapid, but

lately the herd took more
than 1 hour to cross the
national highway.

On reaching near the
highway, for the safety of
the villagers, SDO of the
Forest Department,
Rajendra Prasad Sori and
Forest Range Officer
Sanjit Markam stopped
the movement of vehicles
on both sides of the
National Highway, so that
the elephant herd could
easily cross the Highway.

Till recently, the ele-
phant group is camping in
Kanwarama village,
which is 12 km from
Mainpur, and presence of
bamboo forest has given
the herd food and
stay.Rajendra Prasad Sori,
SDO, Forest Department,
Mainpur said that the ele-
phant team has reached
the forest of Kanwarama
and Naripani on the road
near National Highway
130C near to Fuljhar

Valley last morning and
has appealed to the vil-
lagers not to go out of the
village for safety.

Along with this, torch
has also been made avail-
able in the villagers and a
team of Forest
Department and Hathi
Mitra Dal are tracking
the group of elephants
from a certain distance.
The herd is accommodat-
ing two calves also 
he said.

p Two of them
sent to jail
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CRPF DG virtually opens field hospital 
in newly created 223 Battalion 

BJP not getting any issue
against Cong: Sahu

BhavsingSahu

Surprise inspection of coal
mines of SECL by Collector

VACCNINATION DRIVE

A healthcare worker administers a dose of the Covid-19 preventive vaccine to a bene-
ficiary, at a vaccination camp in Gurugram University, on Monday.

WORLD TURTLE DAY

An official of the Forest Department prepares to release a Northern river terrapin
(Batagur Baska) in the Sunderban area after fitting a radio transmitter on it, on the
occasion of World Turtle Day, in South 24 Parganas district on Monday.
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Yoga event 

i New Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi will lead the
mass Yoga demonstra-
tion event in Mysuru
on June 21 on the
International Day of
Yoga. The programme
is being held in the
physical mode after a
gap of two years due
to the coronavirus
pandemic. As the
country is celebrating
the ‘Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’, the Day
will be observed at 75
iconic locations
across the country
and will focus on
branding India on a
global scale, Ayush
Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal said.

Florence
Nightingale Award
i Berhampur

(Odisha): Sibani Das,
a nursing officer of
state-run MKCG
Medical College and
Hospital in Odisha’s
Berhampur, has been
selected for the
National Florence
Nightingale Award
2021. Fifty-year-old
Das has been selected
for the highest nurs-
ing honour in the
country instituted by
the Indian Nursing
Council (INC) in
recognition of her
dedication to the pro-
fession, particularly
for her service during
the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the hospital’s
superintendent
Santosh Kumar
Mishra said on
Monday

Free rides 

i New Delhi:
Commuters will get to
travel free of cost in
Delhi Transport
Corporation’s electric
buses for three days
starting May 24, offi-
cials said. The move is
aimed at encouraging
people to promote e-
buses, they said. Chief
Minister Arvind
Kejriwal will flag-off
150 electric buses on
Tuesday from the
Indraprastha Depot,
officials said. An offi-
cial communication
from the transport de-
partment on Monday
said, “I am directed to
inform that it has
been decided by the
competent authority
to allow free travel to
all the bus commuters
in all the pure electric
buses of DTC, for a pe-
riod from 24.05.2022 to
26.05.2022.

Massive fire 
i Chandrapur: A mas-

sive fire broke out at
the wood depot of a
paper mill and spread
fast in the area here in
Maharashtra, follow-
ing which a highway
nearby was closed for
some hours, causing a
huge traffic jam on
the route, officials
said on Monday. There
was no report of any
casualty so far in the
blaze, which erupted
on Sunday evening in
the wood depot of Bilt
Graphic Paper
Products Limited on
the Ballarpur-
Allapalli road in
Chandrapur district,
they said.

New Delhi, May 23: 

Union Minister
Jitendra Singh on
Monday said family pen-
sion rules for missing
central government em-
ployees have been re-
laxed, in a major relief
for kin of those serving
in militancy-affected
areas such as Jammu
and Kashmir and the
Northeast as well as
Naxalism-hit regions.
According to an order,
in all cases where a gov-
ernment servant cov-
ered by the National
Pension System (NPS)
goes missing during
service, the benefits of
family pension will be
immediately paid to the
family and in case he
reappears and resumes
service, the amount paid
as family pension dur-

ing the intervening time
of his missing period
can be accordingly de-
ducted from his salary.
Earlier, the family pen-
sion would not be paid
till the missing govern-
ment employee was de-
clared dead in accor-
dance with the law or till
seven years had passed
since he went missing, a
statement issued by the
Personnel Ministry
said. Referring to the

order of the Department
of Pension and
Pensioners’ Welfare, the
minister said this is
going to provide a huge
relief, particularly in
those regions where in-
stances of government
employees going miss-
ing are reported more
frequently. Singh, the
Minister of State for
Personnel, said cases of
abduction of central
government employees
working in violence-
prone areas have come
to the fore and therefore
to instill confidence and
to protect them and
their family interests,
the changes in the pen-
sion rules were brought
about.

The minister in-
formed that if a govern-
ment servant covered by
the CCS (Pension) Rules,

1972 goes missing, the
benefits of arrears of
salary, family pension,
retirement gratuity,
leave encashment, etc.
are paid to the families
of the missing employ-
ees in accordance with
the instructions issued
dated 25.06.2013. He said
the matter has been ex-
amined in consultation
with Department of
Personnel and Training,
Department of
Financial Services and
Department of
Expenditure and consid-
ering the hardship faced
by the family of such
government servants, it
has been decided to ex-
tend the same benefits
(as applicable to those
under the CCS (Pension)
rules) to the families of
government servants
covered by NPS.

Family pension rules for missing central 
government employees relaxed: Jitendra Singh

Kolkata, May 23:

BJP national secretary
Anupam Hazra Monday
called for introspection
within the party, a day after
its MP Arjun Singh re-
turned to the TMC, con-
tending that the saffron
camp needs to fix lacunae
instead of pretending all is
well . In yet another body-
blow to the beleaguered
saffron camp in West
Bengal, Singh had on
Sunday rejoined the ruling
Trinamool Congress, call-
ing it his homecoming . “If
someone leaves the party,
and you keep on saying it
won’t have any impact,

that is not the right ap-
proach. We have to accept
that it will have an effect,
and should introspect why
people are leaving (the
BJP),” Hazra tweeted.
Hazra, who has been train-
ing his guns at the state
leadership for failing to
keep the flock together,
said at a time when the
party is having a tough
time winning municipal
elections, a person holding
a senior position quitting
will indeed have an adverse

impact. “We should accept
the reality; disregarding it
won’t serve any purpose.
The approach that all is
well’ is not right,” he later
told a news channel.

The state BJP unit is yet
to respond to Hazra’s re-
marks. The saffron party
in West Bengal has been
stung by a string of deser-
tions following the assem-
bly poll results last year,
with former Union minis-
ter Babul Supriyo and five
legislators, including na-
tional vice-president
Mukul Roy, switching over
to the TMC. Several senior
TMC leaders like Rajib
Banerjee and Sabyasachi
Dutta, who had joined the
BJP, too, have returned to
the Mamata Banerjee-led
party.

Party needs to introspect, stop 
pretending all is well: Anupam Hazra Mumbai, May 23: 

In the wake of monkey-
pox cases reported from
some countries, the
Mumbai civic body has kept
a 28-bed ward ready at the
Kasturba Hospital here for
the isolation of suspected
patients, officials said on
Monday.

As on date, there has been
no report of any suspected
or confirmed case of
Monkeypox in the city, an
official from the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation’s (BMC) public
health department said. In
an advisory issued about
the viral zoonotic disease,
the BMC said airport au-
thorities are screening pas-
sengers coming from the en-
demic and non-endemic
countries showing out-
breaks.

“For the isolation of sus-
pected cases, a separate
ward (28 beds) has been pre-
pared at the Kasturba
Hospital and their samples
will be sent for testing to the
Pune-based National
Institute of Virology
(NIV),” the civic body’s ad-
visory said.

All health facilities in
Mumbai have been in-
formed to notify and refer
any suspected Monkeypox
case to the Kasturba
Hospital, it said. As per
BMC’s advisory,
Monkeypox is a viral
zoonotic disease which oc-
curs primarily in tropical
rainforest areas of central
and west Africa and is occa-
sionally exported to other
regions.

“Monkeypox typically
presents clinically with
fever, rash and swollen

lymph nodes and may lead
to a range of medical com-
plications,” it stated. It is
usually a self-limited dis-
ease with symptoms lasting
from two to four weeks.
Severe cases can occur and
the case fatality rate may
vary from 1-10 per cent, the
BMC said. The disease can
be transmitted from ani-
mals to humans as well as
human-to- human. “The
virus enters the body
through broken skin (even
if not visible), respiratory
tract or the mucous mem-
branes (eyes, nose, or
mouth),” the advisory stat-
ed. The animal-to-human
transmission may occur by
a bite or scratch, bushmeat
(of wild animals) prepara-
tions, direct contact with
body fluids or lesion materi-
al, or indirect contact with
lesion material, such as

through contaminated bed-
ding, it said. The human-to-
human transmission is
thought to occur primarily
through large respiratory
droplets generally requir-
ing prolonged close contact.
Besides, it can also be trans-
mitted through direct con-
tact with body fluids or le-
sion material, and indirect
contact with lesion materi-
al, such as through contami-
nated clothing or linens of
an infected person, the BMC
informed. Monkeypox has
an incubation period usual-
ly of 7 to 14 days, but can
range from 5-21 days and the
person is usually not conta-
gious during this period.
“An infected person may
transmit the disease from 1-
2 days before appearance of
the rash and remain conta-
gious till all the scabs fall
off,” the advisory said.

Monkeypox threat: Mumbai civic body
keeps isolation ward ready in hospital

p On Arjun Singh’s
return to TMC

Chandigarh, May 23: 

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Monday directed the state
civil aviation department to
immediately tie up with the
Centre for direct flights to
countries like the US and
Canada from the interna-
tional airport here. At pres-
ent, only two international
flights are operational from
the airport to Dubai and
Sharjah.

Chairing a meeting to re-
view the functioning of the
civil aviation department,
Mann said a large number
of people from the state are
settled in countries like the
US, Canada, UK, New
Zealand and Australia. This
initiative will facilitate the
Punjabi diaspora settled

abroad to visit their native
places in the state in a seam-
less manner, he said.

To give an impetus to the
agro and food processing in-
dustry in the state, Mann
also asked the department
to immediately start cargo
flights from the internation-
al airport, according to an

official release. The chief
minister said this step will
go a long way in giving
much-needed boost to the
export of food products
across the globe and espe-
cially in supplementing in-
come of state farmers mani-
fold through this farmer-
friendly initiative. Mann
also asked the department
to immediately convene a
meeting with the Haryana
civil aviation department
for evolving a broad consen-
sus on naming the interna-
tional airport here as
Shaheed-e-Azam Sardar
Bhagat Singh International
Airport. The CM also un-
derscored the need to set up
an international civil en-
clave at Halwara to be oper-
ational at the earliest so that
the trade and industrial ac-

tivities in the vicinity of
Ludhiana could get a major
boost. Stressing the need to
streamline the functioning
of the Punjab State Civil
Aviation Council (PSCAC),
Mann also asked the secre-
tary, civil aviation, to work
out modalities for giving
preference to the state
youth in imparting flying
training. This council will
be instrumental in provid-
ing flying training to the
local youth as per interna-
tional standards, said
Mann. Earlier, they had to
get flying training from
other parts of the country
and even abroad by spend-
ing huge money but now
they would be provided
with this facility at afford-
able rates within their own
state, he said.

Punjab CM for direct flights from
Mohali airport to US, Canada

Cong’s existence on ‘ventilator’, ‘idiocy’
of its leaders on accelerator: Naqvi

New Delhi, May 23: 

Taking a swipe at Rahul
Gandhi over his critical com-
ments against the BJP,
Union minister Mukhtar
Abbas Naqvi on Monday
said while the Congress’ ex-
istence is on “ventilator”, the
idiocy of its leaders is on “ac-
celerator”. Speaking with re-
porters after addressing a
Haj orientation programme
here, the senior BJP leader
alleged that the Congress’
craze to criticise Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
reached the level of a con-
spiracy to defame the coun-
try . Slamming Gandhi for
his recent comments on al-
leged spread of hatred and
the BJP’s ideology, the
Minority Affairs Minister
said that while the Congress’
existence is on ventilator, id-
iocy of its leaders is on accel-
erator. He claimed that the

Congress is now not accept-
able even in a mohalla (local-
ity)” due to its negative feu-
dal mindset” The Congress
is not fighting a harmful ide-
ology but is fighting with
harmful idiocy of its own
leaders, Naqvi said. “Fixed
in a family photo frame, the
Congress has confined itself
to becoming a fake kitty
party,” he alleged, adding
that this has led to an exodus
from the Congress. The
Congress leaders defame
India in a foreign country,
Naqvi said, referring to
Gandhi’s comments at an

event in the UK. “Sometimes
they compare India with
Pakistan, Sri Lanka or any
other country, sometimes
they raise fake and fabricat-
ed bogey of fear and hatred
in the country only to defame
India and tarnish its strength
of harmony and tolerance,”
Naqvi said. This clearly re-
flects the height of ignorance
and idiocy of the Congress
leaders, the minister said. In
a frontal attack on the Modi
government, Rahul Gandhi
had said at an event in the
UK last week that the “deep
state” in India is “chewing”
the Indian state much like in
Pakistan. His remarks
evoked a backlash Saturday
from the ruling BJP which
branded him a “part-time,
immature, unsuccessful
leader” who betrayed the
country with his remarks
made on foreign soil.

New Delhi, May 23:
Some of the MCD-run

schools are “horror hous-
es”, the Delhi Commission
for Women (DCW) re-
marked after it conducted
surprise inspection and
found them without ade-
quate security and sanita-
tion facilities.

In one of the school
premises the DCW in-
spected on May 20 and 21,
the panel claimed it found
syringes, drugs, cigarette
cases, gutka wrappers and
even broken liquor bottles.
The inspection came days
after the panel initiated an

inquiry into the condition
of safety and security of
students in schools after
two girls allegedly faced
sexual assault in an
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi-run school in
Bhajanpura earlier this
month. Bhai Mandeep
Nagpal Nigam
Vidhyalaya, Aruna Nagar
(North), Nigam Pratibha
Sah Shiksha Vidhyalaya,
Kewal Park (North), Purvi
Dilli Nagar Nigam
Pratibha Vidhyalaya,
Mustafabad (East) and
Dakshini Dilli Nagar
Nigam Prathmik Sah Bal
Balika Vidhyalaya, Sanjay
Colony, Bhati Mines
(South) are the schools
that were inspected. The
DCW said its teams found

the gates of all these four
schools open and there
were no security guards.
After it found syringes,
drugs and broken liquor
bottles among other sub-
stances at the premises of
the Kewal Park school, the
panel said it has “recom-
mended filing an FIR in
the matter urgently”. Most
of the school buildings
were severely damaged
and unsafe for children, it
said. “Parts of the ceiling
and walls have fallen sev-
eral times in the school at
Aruna Nagar and there
have been several narrow
escapes. In Bhati Mines,
the children were forced to
sit in a tin shade in scorch-
ing heat,” it said.

The DCW observed that

the schools did not have a
single CCTV camera that
was operational and that
the toilets were “extreme-
ly dirty”. “Also, there were
several toilet doors that
were broken or could not
be locked from inside,
which raises serious con-
cerns regarding the safety
and privacy of children. In
the school at Bhati Mines,
the girl toilets were locked,
and the boys and girls
were forced to defecate in
the open, as there was no
water connection in the
toilets,” it alleged.

Further, the panel said
the four schools were over-
crowded and it was clear
that the norms for teacher-
pupil ratio were not being
followed.

Women’s panel calls MCD-run
schools ‘horror houses’

Finds syringes,
drugs in edu prem-
ises
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Russian sentenced
Kyiv: A Ukrainian
court sentenced a 21-
year-old Russian sol-
dier to life in prison
Monday for killing a
Ukrainian civilian,
sealing the first guilty
conviction for war
crimes since Moscow’s
invasion three months
ago. Sgt. Vadim
Shishimarin pleaded
guilty to shooting a
Ukrainian civilian in
the head in a village in
the northeastern
Sumy region in the
early days of the war.
He testified that he
shot the man after
being ordered to do so.
He told the court that
an officer insisted that
the Ukrainian man,
who was speaking on
his cellphone, could
pinpoint their location
to the Ukrainian
forces.

Turkish security
Ankara: Turkish
President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan,
whose country has ob-
jected to Sweden and
Finland joining
NATO, called on
Stockholm on Monday
to take concrete steps
that would alleviate
Turkey’s security con-
cerns. Turkey has said
it opposes the two
Nordic states member-
ship in the alliance cit-
ing their alleged sup-
port to the banned
Kurdistan Workers’
Party, or PKK and
other groups that
Turkey views as 
terrorists.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi being welcomed by
Indian diaspora, in Tokyo,
Japan.

Lahore, May 23 (PTI) 

Pakistan Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif
on Monday alleged that
Imran Khan wants to un-
leash a “civil war” in the
country, a day after the
ousted premier asked his
supporters to march
peacefully to Islamabad
on May 25 to press for the
dissolution of the
National Assembly and
fresh elections.

Khan, 69, the cricketer-
turned politician, was re-
moved from power
through a no-confidence
vote in parliament by the
Opposition parties last
month. Imran Niazi
wants to initiate a civil
war in the country. But he
is mistaken. The nation
will never forgive him [for
the sin] and will hold him
by the collar, Prime
Minister Shehbaz said on
Monday, while addressing
questions from the press.

When asked if the gov-
ernment would call in the

army to stop Khan’s long
march, Shehbaz said that
a decision would be taken
if and when needed.

Addressing a press con-
ference after his Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party’s
core committee meeting
in Peshawar on Sunday,
Khan said the march
would convert into a sit-in
and continue until his de-
mands are accepted.

The main demands for

the march to the capital
were the immediate disso-
lution of the National
Assembly and a date for
the next general election,
he said during the press
conference.

Khan said he wants peo-
ple from all walks of life
to participate in the
march to raise clamour
against his removal as the
prime minister which he
called as illegal .

Imran Khan out to begin ‘civil war’ in
Pakistan, alleges PM Shehbaz Sharif

Colombo, May 23 (PTI) 

Embattled Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa on Monday
expanded his Cabinet
with the induction of
eight more ministers but
did not appoint a finance
minister once again to
steer the debt-ridden is-

land nation out of the
woods.

The new ministers be-
long to the ruling Sri
Lanka Podujana
Peramuna (SLPP) and
its allies — the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party
(SLFP) and the Eelam
People’s Democratic
Party (EPDP), a Tamil

minority party in the
north. Rajapaksa, since
the public protests
began to rage against
him for his resignation,
has now reshuffled his
Cabinet five times, in-
cluding forcing the res-
ignation of his elder
brother and Prime
Minister Mahinda

Rajapaksa.
The ministers will

serve in the interim
Cabinet of Prime
Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe set up
with the objective of han-
dling the ongoing eco-
nomic crisis, the worst
since the country got in-
dependence in 1948.

Sri Lankan President Rajapaksa swears in 8 more ministers

New York, May 23 (AP) 

Police searching for an
unidentified man who shot
and killed another passen-
ger on a moving New York
City subway train asked
for the public’s help
Monday.

We need all eyes on this,
NYPD Commissioner
Keechant Sewell said on
Twitter. She posted two
surveillance camera photo-
graphs of the unidentified
suspect, a burly man
dressed in a hoodie on a
hot day.

The shooter fled after the
Q train arrived at the
Canal Street station in
Manhattan late Sunday
morning. He shot and
killed 48-year-old Daniel
Enriquez of Brooklyn.

Enriquez had worked for
Goldman Sachs’ global in-
vestment research division
since 2013. Goldman chair
and CEO David Solomon

said Enriquez was a dedi-
cated and beloved employ-
ee and that the company
was devastated.

Enriquez “epitomised
our culture of collabora-
tion and excellence,
Solomon said in a prepared
statement.

Witnesses told police the
gunman was pacing the
last car of the train, and
without provocation,
pulled out a gun and fired
it at the victim at close
range, NYPD Chief of
Department Kenneth
Corey told reporters
Sunday. The shooting came
more than a month after a
man opened fire inside a
Brooklyn subway train,
scattering random shots
that wounded 10 people.
The person charged in that
attack, Frank James, had
posted dozens of online
videos ranting about race,
violence and his struggles
with mental illness.

Police searching for NYC subway
gunman seek public help

Russian diplomat
to UN in Geneva
resigns over war

in Ukraine
DDaavvooss,,  MMaayy  2233  ((AAPP))::  A veter-
an Russian diplomat to the
U.N. Office at Geneva says he
handed in his resignation
before sending out a
scathing letter to foreign col-
leagues inveighing against
the aggressive war
unleashed by President
Vladimir Putin in Ukraine.
Boris Bondarev, 41, con-
firmed his resignation in a
letter delivered Monday
morning at the Russian diplo-
matic mission after a diplo-
matic official passed on his
English-language statement
to The Associated Press. For
twenty years of my diplomat-
ic career I have seen differ-
ent turns of our foreign poli-
cy, but never have I been so
ashamed of my country as on
Feb. 24 of this year, he wrote,
alluding to the date of
Russia’s invasion.

T
obacco industry-propelled epi-
demic of tobacco-caused dis-

eases and untimely deaths continue to
plague human development. Despite sig-
nificant progress on tobacco control,
endgame of tobacco - which is a human
rights and social justice imperative - is
not yet in sight. The recently released 7th
edition of Tobacco Atlas shows that while
global smoking prevalence in adults has
declined from 22.7% in 2007 to 19.6% in
2019, we still have 1.3 billion tobacco
users in the world. The progress on the
endgame of tobacco is threatened by the
growing tobacco smoking rates among
children aged 13 to 15 years in many
countries, and by tobacco industry tac-
tics targeting poorer countries with weak
regulatory environments and pushing so-
called 'novel' products in previously un-
tapped markets. It is a warning call to all
those who care about global health and
economic development. Urgent and sus-
tained efforts are needed to aggressively
regulate the harmful tobacco industry
and its products to save lives, and spur
economic growth, said Jeffrey Drope,
lead author of the Tobacco Atlas.

Tobacco use remains a global epidem-
ic. Besides being a major risk factor for
non-communicable diseases, it leads to
an estimated nearly 9 million deaths
globally every year (almost 8 million
deaths due to tobacco use and 1 million
deaths from exposure to second-hand
smoke) and economic losses of nearly
USD 2 trillion. 1.9 million (21%) of these
deaths occur in the World Health
Organization (WHO)'s southeast Asia re-
gion that comprises 11 countries-
Bangladesh, Bhutan, DPR Korea, India,
Indonesia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal,
Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Timor-Leste.

With 26% of the world’s population,
the southeast Asia region reported the
highest prevalence of tobacco use (28%)
amongst all WHO regions globally in
2020. The region is not only one of the

largest producers and consumers of to-
bacco products globally, but is also home
to 20% of world’s adult smokers (241 mil-
lion) and 34% (14.8 million) of the
world’s tobacco consuming young popu-
lation (13-15 years). Moreover, it has
82% (301 million) of the global smokeless
tobacco (SLT) users and boasts of having
the highest prevalence (7.3%) of SLT use
in young people. And this is despite the
fact that all countries of the region, ex-
cept Indonesia, having ratified the WHO
Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control (WHO FCTC) that aims to protect
everyone from the devastating health,
social, environmental and economic con-
sequences of tobacco consumption and
exposure to tobacco smoke. It provides
the foundation for countries to imple-
ment and manage tobacco control
through MPOWER-a set of six cost-effec-
tive key strategies to fight the global to-
bacco epidemic. But compliance of these
strategies remains poor.

Although current tobacco use among
adults in Indonesia is high at 34%, it is
still less than that in Myanmar (54%),
Timor Leste (49%), and Bangladesh
(35%). In fact, current tobacco use
among adults in the region is highest in
Myanmar. Bhutan has won accolades for
being the only country in this region (and
in the world) that has banned the produc-
tion, manufacturing and sale of all tobac-
co products since 2004 - the same year it
had ratified the global tobacco treaty
(WHO Framework Convention on
Tobacco Control). Yet, as per the Tobacco
Atlas (2020) for WHO southeast Asian re-
gion, current tobacco use in Bhutan is
25%, which is higher than that in DPR
Korea (22%), Thailand (21%) and
Maldives (20%). 

It also has the second highest percent-
age of young tobacco users (22%) in the
region after Timor Leste (42%).
Prevalence of tobacco smoking is also
high at 17% , which is just second to
Indonesia (19%). Similarly in smokeless
tobacco use, Bhutan at 13% is second to
Nepal (16%). One reason for this high to-
bacco consumption could be that its 2010
directive allowed a heavily taxed and
controlled import of tobacco products.
Moreover, in 2020 it lifted this ban, pur-
portedly to reduce the risk of imported
Covid-19 infections arising out of cross
border smuggling of tobacco products.
Nepal is the only country in southeast
Asia region which has banned the use of
all kinds of tobacco products in public
places, including smokeless tobacco

products, since 2011. But, it has the high-
est prevalence of smoking among
women (10%) in the region. When it
comes to the youth (13-15 years), Timor-
Leste boasts of highest smokeless tobac-
co use at 42% as well as highest preva-
lence of tobacco smoking at 35%. 

TToobbaaccccoo  iinndduussttrryy  iinntteerrffeerreennccee  
iiss  aallaarrmmiinnggllyy  hhiigghh

Tobacco industry interference is
high, with 3 big transnational tobacco
companies- Philip Morris International
(PMI), British American Tobacco (BAT)
and Japan Tobacco International (JTI) -
dominating the southeast Asia region.
Bangladesh, Indonesia and India have
high tobacco industry interference in
policy development. Their tobacco in-
dustry interference index (on a scale of
100) are 83, 79 and 72, respectively.

Tobacco industry's dominance and
interference under the garb of their cor-
porate social responsibility (CSR) activi-
ties, and governments' involvement
with the industry through owning their
shares and nominating key government
officials to hold positions in tobacco
companies through the revolving door
policy, hinder proper implementation of
tobacco control measures, had said
Barrister Shameem Haider Patwary, the
firebrand Member of Parliament (MP)
from Bangladesh, who was speaking as
faculty in Johns Hopkins School of
Public Health's South Asia Leadership
Course on Tobacco Control. He called
for a very strong political leadership,
high political commitment, adequate
resource allocation and a holistic ap-
proach at national, regional and global
levels for effective tobacco control ini-
tiatives in this region.

Dr Tara Singh Bam, Asia Pacific
Regional Director of The International
Union Against Tuberculosis and Lung
Disease (The Union) said to CNS
(Citizen News Service): “Tobacco in-
dustry tactics to thwart, dilute and
delay implementation of tobacco con-
trol measures can be countered by
building a team that goes beyond the
health sector and involves academia,
media, teachers, politicians, lawyers,
social volunteers. It has to be team
work. We have to be persistent in our
efforts through sustained engagement
with governments to make them ac-
countable so that they in turn make the
industry accountable. We have to build
local leadership to support tobacco
control efforts at national and regional
level.”

GGoooodd  pprraaccttiicceess  aarree  tthheerree  
bbuutt  ssccaallee  uupp  ttoooo  ssllooww

However there are some good practice
examples too. There is a ban on tobacco
advertising in all countries of the region
and all countries, except Indonesia, have
banned smoking in public places. Nepal,
Maldives and Thailand have banned ad-
vertising, promotion and CSR activities of
tobacco companies. E-cigarettes are
banned in 6 out of 11 countries of south-
east Asia region- Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri
Lanka, Thailand and Timor-Leste.
Thailand imposes a very high tax of 78.6%
on cigarettes. Some countries have also
made good progress in implementing
larger pictorial/graphic health warnings
(PHW) on tobacco products, which is an
evidence backed effective measure to re-
duce tobacco use. Timor Leste has en-
forced the largest PWH (92.5%) on tobac-
co packs, followed closely by Nepal
(90%), Maldives (90%), India (85%) and
Thailand (85%).

Nandita Murukutla, Vice President of
Research at Vital Strategies, calls for in-
creasing tobacco taxes as they can drive
down smoking rates, deter initiation
among youth, and generate revenue that
can pay for other health interventions.
She cites graphic pack warnings and plain
packaging as other proven high-impact,
low-cost interventions, and insists upon
investing more in media as media cam-
paigns can reshape social norms and drive
millions to quit.

Tobacco not only damages the health
of people but also destroys our environ-
ment, through the cultivation, production,
distribution, consumption, and post-con-
sumer waste of tobacco products.
Keeping this in mind, the theme of World
No Tobacco Day 2022 is “Tobacco: Threat
to our environment”. It aims to raise
awareness among the public on the envi-
ronmental impact of tobacco and to ex-
pose efforts by tobacco companies to
“greenwash” their reputation by market-
ing themselves as environmentally friend-
ly. This global campaign calls for reducing
tobacco consumption as a key lever for
achieving all of the Sustainable
Development Goals and not just those di-
rectly related to health.

((SShhoobbhhaa  SShhuukkllaa  iiss  tthhee  aawwaarrdd--wwiinnnniinngg
ffoouunnddiinngg  MMaannaaggiinngg  EEddiittoorr  aanndd  EExxeeccuuttiivvee

DDiirreeccttoorr  ooff  CCNNSS  ((CCiittiizzeenn  NNeewwss  SSeerrvviiccee))
aanndd  iiss  aa  ffeemmiinniisstt,,  hheeaalltthh  aanndd  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt

jjuussttiiccee  aaddvvooccaattee..  SShhee  iiss  aa  ffoorrmmeerr  sseenniioorr
PPhhyyssiiccss  ffaaccuullttyy  ooff  pprreessttiiggiioouuss  LLoorreettoo

CCoonnvveenntt  CCoolllleeggee  aanndd  ccuurrrreenntt  CCoooorrddiinnaattoorr
ooff  AAssiiaa  PPaacciiffiicc  RReeggiioonnaall  MMeeddiiaa  AAlllliiaannccee  ffoorr
HHeeaalltthh  aanndd  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt  ((AAPPCCAATT  MMeeddiiaa))..  
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Fake encounter
The Supreme Court (SC)-appoint-

ed three-member probe panel (was
headed by former SC judge VS
Sirpurkar and other members in-
clude former Bombay High Court
judge Rekha Sondur Baldota and for-
mer CBI director DR Karthikeyan), in-
vestigating the encounter of the ac-
cused in Hyderabad veterinarian's
gang-rape and murder, submitted in
its report that the encounter was
"staged" and the accused were "de-
liberately fired upon with an intent to
cause their deaths". Who forget that
in November 2019 immediately after
the encounter of four (among them
three were minors) how the people
not only overjoyed the police action
and distributed sweets, even many
news channels and media also sup-
ported the fake encounter? But the
law-abiding citizen were unable to
believe his/her ear, when Telangana
Chief Minister (CM) Kalvakuntla
Chandrashekar Rao and (particular-
ly) the Andhra Pradesh CM
Jaganmohan Reddy praised his
Telangana counterpart for the police
encounter, “Hats off to KCR and
Telangana police officers, the way it
happened”. Reddy went one step fur-
ther and said he supported the po-
licemen and we will continue to sup-
port them (because he has two
daughters) in future. One wonders,
what kind of CM the state belongs
to? Whatsoever, the commission’s
finding is a great slap in the face of
both the CMs. Though both of them
are CM, the bitter fact is, no one has
rights to take the Law into their own
hands through supporting the fake
encounter, as neither police nor by
public without proper Judicial pro-
ceedings. No one knew what's the
truth and who actually did rape and
murder without any valid proof. Now,
the commission has recommended
murder charges against over 10 po-
licemen. Not only this one, all en-
counters by police, murder within
police station needs fast judicial en-
quiry and actions. It must be estab-
lished that those killed were the ac-
tual offenders. To stop it, the Indian
judicial system needs to make faster
decisions with high-tech proof sys-
tem implementations so that police
and public do not take laws into their
hands.

BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd

Rahul Gandhi again
speaks on foreign 

policy on foreign land
Rahul Gandhi again speaks on

foreign policy on foreign land and
had compared the conflict of China
on Leh and Doklam with Ukraine war
which the many country men had
taken it in good taste and it is ex-
pected that he should had learnt
about foreign policy from his forefa-
thers just like Pandit Jawahar Lal
Nehru. Pt Nehru was such a fore-
sighter that he predicted in fiftys
that one day Atal Bihari Vajpayee
will be PM of India and his saying
came true in 1998_99 when
Vajpayee became PM of the country.
When Indira Gandhi took bold deci-
sion of Bangladesh entire opposition
highly praised Indira Gandhi. During
the period of PV Narasimha Rao UN
delegation sent by India was led by
leader of opposition Vajpayee and
such type of instances are rarely
seen. Foreign policy of any country is
a continuous process and even with
the change of govts nomenclature
remain the same. Present example is
before us in context of Russia
Ukraine war and India followed its
own foreign policy and maintained
the neutrality as well as old relation
with Russia and also purchased oil
from Russia in rouble currency and
side by side India is also attending
the QUAD meetings and on this mat-
ter Pakistan had also praised Foreign
policy of India many times.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann,,  JJaallaannddhhaarr

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

KKrriitthhiiggaa  SSeeeennuuvvaassaann
IIFFSS@@kkrriitthhiiggaa__iiffss

Wonderful trek with
Coimbatore Forest division
field staffs. Great learning
experience from frontline
green warriors. Division
attachment last day #learn-
ing at ground level

MMaahhaa  SSiiddddiiqquuii@@SSiiddddiiqquuiiMMaahhaa

US President uses the Defence
Production Act to ensure shortage of
#milk formula for infants is mitigated.
The Act makes #US companies priori-
tise for America. The act was also
invoked during the pandemic (2021)
for #COVID19 vaccines for US.

SShhaasshhii  TThhaarroooorr@@SShhaasshhiiTThhaarroooorr
My column in @theweekindia,
prompted by the GyanVapi issue,
argues that, in their zeal to
avenge themselves upon the
past, Hindutvavadis are imper-
illing our future. The controversy
"would not right an old wrong
but perpetrate a new one."

EEkkttaaaa  RR  KKaappoooorr
@@EEkkttaaaaRRKKaappoooorr

Heartwarming to watch
our respected PM
@narendramodi Ji inter-
acting with the champions
and encouraging them!
Wonderful to watch dif-
ferent sports and sports
personalities  getting the
attention & importance!

#JaiHind

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii@@nnaarreennddrraammooddii

Japan’s Indian community has made pioneering contributions in different fields. They have also remained
connected with their roots in India. I thank the Indian diaspora in Japan for the warm welcome.

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399
The difference between Modi and
me in Twitter is that he has Hiren
Joshi employ Andhbhakts and
Gandhbhakts on payment to most
vulgarly abuse me and my family. I
tweet myself and but restrict myself
to policy differences. Either we both
stop it or exchanges will continue.

W e are familiar with the word biodiversity, though it is used
less in comparison with words like nature or environment.

Biodiversity or biological diversity is the variety and variability of
life on the Earth. It describes the assets and variety of life on the
planet. Without biodiversity none of us can live healthy. It includes
the number of different organisms and their relative frequencies in
an ecosystem. Biological diversity is often understood in terms of
the wide variety of plants, animals and microorganisms, but it also
includes genetic differences within each species — for example,
between varieties of crops and breeds of livestock — and the vari-
ety of ecosystems (lakes, forest, deserts, agricultural landscapes)
that host multiple kind of interactions among their members (hu-
mans, plants, animals). Biological diversity resources are the pillars
upon which we build civilizations. Fish provide 20 per cent of animal
protein to about 3 billion people. Over 80 per cent of the human diet
is provided by plants. As much as 80 per cent of people living in
rural areas in developing countries rely on traditional plant?based
medicines for basic healthcare. But loss of biodiversity threatens
all, including our health. It has been proven that biodiversity loss
could expand zoonoses - diseases transmitted from animals to hu-
mans- while, on the other hand, if we keep biodiversity intact, it of-
fers excellent tools to fight against pandemics like those caused by
coronavirus. There is no doubt that it holds ecological and econom-
ic significance. We cannot ignore that without biodiversity we are
nothing and in spite of many advancement and innovations, still we
have to be dependent on biodiversity for our daily needs. Despite
all our technological advances we are completely dependent on
healthy and vibrant ecosystems for our water, food, medicines,
clothes, fuel, shelter and energy, etc, o generate awareness and ac-
tions 22nd May is observed as International Day for Biological
Diversity. The United Nations Biodiversity Convention announced
the slogan for the 2022 International Day for Biological Diversity as
'Building a Shared Future for all Life', which highlights biodiversity
as the foundation upon which we can build back better. 

The slogan conveys that biodiversity, from ecosystem-based
approaches to climate and/or nature-based solutions to climate,
health, food/water security and sustainable livelihoods is the an-
swer to many sustainable development challenges. The theme of
this year is fitting within the context of the ongoing United
Nations Decade on Restoration, which highlights that biodiversity
is the answer to several sustainable development challenges, the
slogan conveys the message that biodiversity is the foundation
upon which we can build back better. We must know that when
biodiversity has a problem, humanity has a problem. We should
learn that current negative trends in biodiversity and ecosystems
will undermine progress towards 80 per cent of the assessed tar-
gets of 8 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Three-quarters
of the land-based environment and about 66 per cent of the ma-
rine environment have been significantly altered by human ac-
tions and 1 million animal and plant species are now threatened
with extinction. The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) is
the international legal instrument for "the conservation of biologi-
cal diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair
and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization
of genetic resources" that has been ratified by 196 nations. Its
overall objective is to encourage actions, which will lead to a sus-
tainable future. The conservation of biodiversity must be a com-
mon concern of humankind. All of us must take action for the
preservation and conservation of biodiversity. Protection of biodi-
versity means our self-protection and hence all of us must con-
tribute and take part positively to restore ecosystems and safe-
guard biodiversity. The day is an opportunity to raise issues and
concerns and bring potential solutions. Let us not forget that we
do not have any other planet to live, so all of us must take part
when it comes to safeguarding biodiversity.

Building a shared 
future for all life

F all of Mariupol might bring the curtain down on the fighting
in the eastern Ukrainian city that has been under a long

Russian siege, but both Russia and Ukraine are worse off than they
were before the start of the war. With Mariupol’s capture, the
Russians can finally claim a major victory. But, the fact that it took
almost three months for Russia’s better-equipped military to make
this happen speaks a lot about Ukraine’s resistance. The tragedy of
Ukraine is that it has got stuck in a larger power rivalry between
the West and Russia. Despite the West’s massive financial and mili-
tary support, Ukraine keeps losing territories. On the other side,
even as Russia is making slow battleground gains in Ukraine, it is
facing bigger setbacks. The invasion has already prompted hither-
to neutral Finland and Sweden, which have historically stayed out
of military alliances, to formally seek NATO membership.
Mariupol’s fall makes it the biggest city to be captured by Russian
forces in the ongoing war and gives Moscow total control over the
Azov sea coast. It also enables a strategic land bridge from
Russian-controlled Crimea in southern Ukraine to the separatist
Donbas region in the east. But this has come at a huge price for
Moscow. The stubborn Ukrainian resistance in Mariupol for 82
days bogged down a huge amount of Russian military resources.
Though Moscow now has effective control of the battered
Ukrainian city of Mariupol, Russia’s military plans have gone horri-
bly wrong. Ukraine continues to be militarily replenished by the US
and EU. With Mariupol teetering on the brink, the West has moved
to pour billions more in aid into Ukraine. 

As a result, Russia stands increasingly isolated in the comity of
nations. Yet, Vladimir Putin can’t be seen to be losing face and
hence has pushed on with his military operations. But the fall of
Mariupol potentially gives him the face-saver he desperately
needs. Mariupol, with a pre-war population of half a million, most
of them Russian-speaking, had been briefly taken over by pro-
Russian separatists in 2014, immediately after Russia annexed
Crimea. But Ukrainian nationalist forces, including the neo-Nazi
Azov Battalion, took the city back and drove the separatists further
towards east. Ever since then, the city has become a flashpoint in
Ukraine’s civil conflict — for Ukrainian nationalists, a symbol of re-
sistance, but for Russia-backed Donbas militias, a part of their
claimed territories. Experts say that it is in Moscow’s selfinterest to
pause now. After all, it’s clear that the US has shifted its goalpost
from defending Ukraine to definitively weakening Russia. So, in less
than three months since the invasion began, there are no clear win-
ners — Ukraine is losing territories, Russia is witnessing another
round of NATO’s enlargement, and Europe, battered by inflation
and an energy crisis, is likely to be facing prolonged instability and
conflicts. India, which has been forced to walk a diplomatic
tightrope on the war, will certainly breathe a sigh of relief if hostili-
ties cease. Has Russia won the battle but lost the war?

Russia-Ukraine war: 
No clear winners
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Commuters ride a scooter during rain in Ghaziabad, Monday.

Far from the promise of endgame, tobacco epidemic continues

KKiirraann  BBeeddii@@tthheekkiirraannbbeeddii

Three laudable futuristic decisions/ news
this morning. 1) Open Digital Legislative
budget session of UP Assembly 2) Men of
integrity posted to head Delhi Municipal
Corporation, 3) Common Recruitment
Test  for all Non gazetted posts-@
mygovindia @ PMOIndia

SCOOTER RIDE DURING RAIN

SHOBHA SHUKLA
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Govt ecosystem
Ahmedabad: The
Centre is making ef-
forts to connect Indian
startups with the gov-
ernment ecosystem so
that its procurement
requirements can be
met with their innova-
tive solutions, Union
Minister of State for
Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship
Rajeev
Chandrasekhar said
here on Sunday.
Chandrasekhar, who
was at Gujarat
University to interact
with the students on
the topic of ‘New
India for Young India’,
said the government
is working to soon es-
tablish an institution-
al framework for
Digital India Startup
Hub to further pro-
mote the startup
ecosystem in the
country. “Soon Digital
India Startup Hub, an
institutional frame-
work, shall be estab-
lished to further pro-
mote the startup
ecosystem and cen-
trally coordinate start-
up initiatives at the
national level.

New customers 
New Delhi: Digital
payments firm Paytm
expects that the issue
of RBI ban on its sub-
sidiary Paytm
Payments Bank to on-
board new customers
would be resolved in 3-
5 months after the
clearance by the bank-
ing regulator to the
processes being put in
place. Paytm group
chief financial officer
Madhur Deora told
PTI on Sunday that
the RBI has not given
any fixed timeline for
the process and the
clearance to onboard
new customers by
Paytm Payments
Bank will be given as
soon as it is certified.
“3-5 months is the ex-
pectation from now (to
get RBI clearance).
RBI doesn’t say we
will finish it in x num-
ber of months. There
is a process and as
soon as they are satis-
fied, they will give us
go ahead for customer
acquisition again.
Just to be clear,
Paytm’s customer ac-
quisition does not stop
as a result,” Deora
said. The Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) in
March had barred
Paytm Payments
Bank from onboard-
ing new customers,
citing material super-
visory concerns ob-
served at the bank.

Radical reforms

Davos: India is in the
midst of a major
transformation in the
digital space, and a
strong political leader-
ship and the commit-
ment to continue with
radical reforms would
play a key role in tak-
ing the country to a
leadership role in the
global economy, Niti
Aayog CEO Amitabh
Kant said on Monday.
Addressing a break-
fast season on un-
leashing the power of
the Indian diaspora on
the sidelines of the
World Economic
Forum Annual
Meeting 2023, Kant
said, “A slew of radi-
cal reforms has been
carried out by India in
the recent years that
have put India on a
growth trajectory for
many decades to
come”.

New Delhi, May 23:  

Amid some chartered
accountants coming under
the scanner for alleged
fraudulent GST refunds,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman held discus-
sions with a delegation of
chartered accountants’
apex body ICAI on “vari-
ous issues” on Monday.

The Central Board of
Indirect Taxes and
Customs tweeted about
the meeting. In a series of
tweets, CBIC said the dele-
gation was also apprised
about the suspension of a
Deputy Commissioner
and a Superintendent of
GST in connection with
fraudulent GST refunds.
Investigations by the
CGST Gurugram are
going on into the matter of
fraudulent GST refunds.
Two chartered account-
ants were arrested in con-
nection with an alleged Rs
15 crore GST refund scam,
a development that also re-
sulted in protests by char-

tered accountants. Against
this backdrop,
Sitharaman, who is also in
charge of the corporate af-
fairs ministry, met the del-
egation of the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of
India (ICAI) on Monday.
“Smt @nsitharaman held
a meeting with @theicai
delegation, led by VP Shri
Aniket Sunil Talati. The
MoF had invited the ICAI
on Saturday to discuss var-
ious issues, including on-
going investigations by
CGST Gurugram into al-
leged role of their mem-
bers in fraudulent GST re-
funds,” the CBIC said in a

tweet. Sitharaman was ap-
preciative of the steps
taken by the ICAI on en-
gagement with stakehold-
ers. The ICAI representa-
tives also informed that
they will continue to use
recently-enacted ‘CA,
CWA and CS Act’ for the
inculcation of profession-
al discipline and integrity
among its members, as per
the tweets. In a statement
issued on Saturday, the
ICAI said its council on
Friday discussed the mat-
ter related to the recent ar-
rest of chartered account-
ants and other instances of
ill- treatment of chartered

accountants by investigat-
ing authorities. The coun-
cil members expressed
their strong resentment on
the manner in which cer-
tain investigating officers
are treating chartered ac-
countants and directly re-
sorting to arrests, accord-
ing to the statement. It also
resolved to form a group
comprising its members to
interface with authorities
in order to ensure that just
and fair treatment is
meted out to chartered ac-
countants and that they
are not made soft targets,
the statement said.

On Saturday, members
of the Gurugram chapter
of the North Indian
Regional Council of the
ICAI took to the streets to
protest against the arrest
of two chartered account-
ants in connection with
the GST refund scam.
According to the police, a
few days back, some men
had faked a business and
filed for a refund of Rs 15
crore of GST.

FM holds discussions with ICAI delegation 
On fraudulent GST refunds, other issues: CBIC

New Delhi, May 23:

The consumer affairs
ministry has called a
meeting on June 2 with
the National Restaurant
Association of India
(NRAI) to discuss about
growing complaints that
consumers are being
forced to pay service
charge. The meeting
comes as a result of the
ministry taking notice of
a number of media re-
ports as well as griev-
ances registered by con-
sumers on the National
Consumer Helpline
(NCH). Consumer Affairs
Secretary Rohit Kumar
Singh has also written to
NRAI President pointing
out that restaurants and
eateries are collecting
service charge from con-
sumers by default, even
though collection of any
such charge is voluntary.
The Secretary has also
pointed in the letter that
consumers are forced to
pay service charge, often
fixed at arbitrarily high

rates by restaurants.
Consumers are also being
“falsely misled” on the le-
gality of such charges
and harassed by restau-
rants on making a re-
quest to remove such
charges from the bill
amount. Since this issue
impacts consumers at
large on a daily basis and
has significant ramifica-
tion on the rights of con-
sumers, the department
construed it necessary to
examine it with closer
scrutiny and detail,” the
letter added. During the

June 2 meeting, the min-
istry plans to discuss con-
sumer complaints on in-
clusion of service charge
in the bill in the guise of
some other fee or charge.
The meeting will also de-
liberate how consumers
are kept in dark that pay-
ing service charge is op-
tional and voluntary and
how they are made to feel
embarassed in case they
resist from paying serv-
ice charge.

In April 2017, the min-
istry had issued guide-
lines on charging of serv-
ice charge by
hotels/restaurants. The
guidelines note that entry
of a customer in a restau-
rant cannot be itself con-
strued as a consent to pay
service charge. Any re-
striction on entry of the
consumer by way of forc-
ing her/him to pay serv-
ice charge as a condition
for placing an order
amounts to “restrictive
trade practice” under the
Consumer Protection
Act.

Consumer Affairs Min calls meeting of 
restaurant body to discuss service charge issue

Mumbai, May 23: 

Farmers in India will be
able to protect their crops
and boost productivity
with the launch of
Exponus insecticide today
by BASF. The pioneering
solution is powered by
BASF’s new active ingredi-
ent, Broflanilide in a spe-
cialized formulation.

Offering a new mode of
actionfor the control of key
insect pests, Exponus gives
farmers a powerful, quick
& versatile toolfor control-
ling variety of insect pests
and overcome resistance to
prevailing chemistries,as
part of integrated pest
management program.
Exponus is registered for
use on various largely cul-
tivated crops under Oil
seeds, Pulses & Vegetables
segment to control critical

insect pests such as
Caterpillars & Thrips.
“Farmers in India will now
benefit from our latest in-
novation in crop protec-
tion” said Narayan
Krishnamohan, Managing
Director, BASF India
Limited. “Farming is the
biggest job on earth. At
BASF, we are dedicated to
listening and working

alongside farmers to un-
derstand their needs, so
that we apply our expertise
to help themsuccessfully
face the enormous chal-
lenge of protecting crops
from pests and boosting
productivity.” With its
unique mode of action,
Exponus insecticide is
among the first compounds
in the market introduced

under the new IRAC group
30 which represents a total-
ly new class of insecticides
(Group 30—meta-diamides
and isoxazolines) which
has no known cross-resist-
ance with existing prod-
ucts in the market, making
it a superior insecticide re-
sistance management tool.
A valuable aspect
ofExponus® insecticide is
its ability to be effective on
the toughest resistant in-
sects by spreading and act-
ing fast thereby resulting
in quickly controlling of
multiple insects in             dif-
ferent crops at     various
stages. “This innovation-
reaffirms BASF’ scommit-
mentto help farmersacross
boundariesinmanaging a
variety of existing &
emerging pests with the
lowest use rates compared
to current standards.

New insecticide from BASF helps Indian
farmers protect crops from key insect pestsBengaluru, Apr 23: 

The 12th edition of
Indiawood, the most rele-
vant event for the wood-
working and furniture
manufacturing Industry in
Asia, is all set to take place
from June 2nd-6th, 2022 at
Bangalore International
Exhibition Centre,
Bengaluru. Organised by
NuernbergMesse India,
the five-day event will offer
a comprehensive range of
innovative products and
provide information on the
latest technological devel-
opments.

By focusing on the latest
global trends in carpentry,
skilling, innovation, au-
tomation and digitaliza-
tion, Indiawood 2022 aims
to drive Indian furniture
manufacturing and wood-
working industry reach its
potential of USD 27-billion
by 2025 and help establish
India as one of the top fur-

niture manufacturing des-
tinations. The organized
furniture industry is also
expected to reach one-bil-
lion-dollar milestone by
2025. Sivakumar
Venugopal, Group
Director, Member of the
Management Board,
Nuernberg Messe India, is
confident about the future
of the woodworking and
furniture manufacturing
Industry, “Indiawood has
been growing significantly
over the last few years, in
sync with the growth of
the industry and 2022 will
be an important milestone
for the event.” Speaking
about the event, Sonia
Parashar, Managing
Director and Chair person
of the Board,
NuernbergMesse India,
said, “As India strives to
become a manufacturing
hub for the world, key ini-
tiatives, such as ‘Make in
India’ and ‘Vocal for Local’,

have played a huge role in
terms of giving a boost to
the manufacturing sector,
including furniture manu-
facture. In current times as
the demand for furniture
continues to increase, we
are confident that the plat-
formof Indiawood will suc-
ceed in providing the rele-
vant technologies and solu-
tions to meet the require-
ments of this sector”
Juergen Koeppel,
President, EUMABOIS
(European Federation of
Woodworking Machinery
Manufacturers) is upbeat
about the potential of the
market and has stated that,
“India enjoys a favourable
position as market leader
with tremendous future
possibilities. We invite the
woodworking community
to make optimal use of this
opportunity to re-connect
with Industry Peers andre-
experience live exhibi-
tions.

12th edition of Indiawood to be held from June 2

New Delhi, May 23:

Excise duty cut on
petrol and diesel and ratio-
nalisation of customs du-
ties on goods such as raw
material for plastic and
steel will help reduce logis-
tics cost, promote competi-
tiveness of manufacturing
and exports of value-
added goods, exporters
said on Sunday. The gov-
ernment on Saturday an-
nounced reduction in ex-
cise duty on petrol by a
record Rs 8 per litre and
that on diesel by Rs 6 per
litre. It also cut import
duty on raw material of
steel and plastic and in-
creased export duty on
iron ore and steel interme-
diates. Federation of
Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO)
President A Sakthivel said

these measures will bring
down the domestic prices
of key inputs thereby soft-
ening inflation.

“This will also add to the
competitiveness of the
manufacturing and export
sector and will further
push value-added exports
from the country. These
proactive measures will
also ease the logistics pres-
sure and bring down the
freight bill of the country
as in some cases the same
raw material was being ex-
ported from the country
and subsequently being
imported by the down-
stream users,” he said.
Sharing similar views,
leading Mumbai-based ex-
porter and Chairman of
Technocraft Industries,
Sharad Kumar Saraf said
reduction in excise duty
on petrol and diesel will

reduce logistics costs and
will support exports par-
ticularly of commodities
which are freight sensi-
tive. “Export duty on iron
ore and semi finished steel
products like HR coils and
bars already has a desired
effect. Steel prices have
started softening and this
will have a significant pos-
itive impact on our engi-
neering exports .

The government must
be complimented for such
actions,” Saraf said.
Ludhiana-based Hand
Tools Association
President S C Ralhan too
said the iron and steel in-
dustry should pass on the
benefits to the engineering
sector, particularly the
MSME units, which are
reeling under the impact
of high iron and steel
prices.

‘Excise duty cut to help reduce
logistics cost; promote exports’

New Delhi, May 23:
Hyundai Motor India on
Monday said it has
launched GRAND i10 NIOS
Corporate Edition with
prices starting from Rs 6.28
lakh (ex-showroom).
Powered by 1.2 litre petrol
engine, the new model trim
comes with both manual
and automatic powertrains.
The five-speed manual vari-
ant is priced at Rs 6.28 lakh
while the automated manu-
al transmission (AMT) is
tagged at Rs 6.97 lakh.

“Hyundai conceptualised
the GRAND i10 NIOS for
progressive and young new
age customers in India.
Having witnessed a trail-
blazing sales run since its
launch, we are glad to now
introduce the sporty and hi-
tech focussed Corporate
Edition on the GRAND i10
NIOS to induce delight and
enhance the value offered to
new age buyers,” Hyundai
Motor India Director (Sales,
Marketing and Service)
Tarun Garg noted.

Hyundai drives in GRAND i10 NIOS
Corporate Edition at Rs 6.28 lakh

Mumbai, May 23:  

Domestic startup carri-
er Akasa Air on Monday
said its first aircraft is
being given final touches
at the Boeing Portland fa-
cility in the US, which is
expected to be delivered to
the airline by mid-next
month. Ace investor
Rakesh Jhunjhunwala-
backed Akasa Air in a re-
lease also said that it is on
track to launch its com-
mercial operations by July.
The airline plans to fly 18
aircraft by the end of
March 2023 across domes-
tic routes in the country,
focusing on metro to tier -
II/III cities, a release said.
The Mumbai-based carri-
er received a non-objection
certificate from the Civil
Aviation Ministry in

October last year. Last
November the company
signed a USD 9-billion deal
with US aircraft major
Boeing for 72 Boeing 737
Max planes in two vari-
ants 737-8 and the high-ca-
pacity 737-8-200. These

planes will be powered by
the fuel-efficient CFM
LEAP B engine. The 737
MAX is one of the strate-
gic factors that will give
Akasa Air a competitive
edge in its dynamic home
market, the airline said.

Startup carrier Akasa Air 
to get first aircraft by mid-June

Akasa Airs Boeing 737 Max plane at the Boeing
production facility in the USAs Portland as it gets ready
for delivery. New airline Akasa Air on Monday said it is
on track launch commercial operations by July.

Davos, May 23: 

India is more conscious
of going for green energy
than any other country in
the world, Union
Petroleum and Natural
Gas Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri said on
Monday. He said special
emphasis is being given on
green hydrogen, biofuel
blending and exploration
and production of biofuel
from alternative sources.

Puri asserted that India
would eventually become
a leader in the green hy-
drogen space. The target of
20 per cent of ethanol
blending has been brought
forward from 2030 to 2025
and it would be definitely
achieved, he said.

Puri, also Union
Minister for Housing and
Urban Affairs, said India
responded quickly and ef-
fectively when the Covid-
19 pandemic hit the world

and one of the most impor-
tant decisions was to fast-
track vaccine development
and manufacturing on a
war footing. “Whatever
vaccine manufacturing ca-
pacity India had earlier,
had almost got dismantled
during the 2004-2014 peri-
od,” Puri said, while em-
phasising that one of the
most important decisions
taken by the Modi govern-

ment after the pandemic
hit the world was to ramp
up the vaccine manufac-
turing at an unprecedent-
ed speed. The minister
said he doesn’t want to
sound political on this.
“While we have seen pan-
demics before, when this
Covid-19 pandemic hit us,
it was more reminiscent of
Spanish Flu due to the
amount of destruction it
caused across the world,”
he said. Speaking at a ses-
sion on the sidelines of the
World Economic Forum
Annual Meeting 2022 here,
Puri also talked about var-
ious transformational
changes that have hap-
pened after 2014 during the
Narendra Modi govern-
ment. The breakfast ses-
sion on ‘Unleashing power
of Indian diaspora for phi-
lanthropy, entrepreneur-
ship and social impact’,
was organised by industry
body CII and Indiaspora.

India set to be leader in green hydrogen: Puri Steel prices likely
to fall by up to

15% in domestic
market: EEPC

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2233::  Steel
product prices — which were
continuously rising in the
domestic market — are
expected to fall by 10-15 per
cent due to duty-related
measures taken by the gov-
ernment, industry body
Engineering Export
Promotion Council (EEPC) on
Monday said. Reacting to the
government’s move to levy
export duty on some steel
items, EEPC India Chairman
Mahesh Desai said engineer-
ing goods manufacturers and
exporters would benefit from
the move and become more
competitive in the global
markets. “Downstream
exporters feel primary steel
products prices will fall by 10
per cent for primary produc-
ers and 15 per cent for sec-
ondary steel producers,” he
said in a statement. 

Auto industry
seeks reduction in

CNG prices
NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2233::  Auto industry
body SIAM on Sunday sought
reduction in CNG prices while
welcoming the government’s
decision to lower the petrol and
diesel prices. “Auto industry wel-
comes the Government’s move
to lower the prices of petrol and
diesel. It will help ease the infla-
tionary pressure and eventually
help the common man,” the
industry body said on Twitter
tagging Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman among others. The
auto industry also keenly looks
forward to similar support on the
CNG prices which have seen
exponential increase in the last
seven months, the Society of
Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) noted.
“Support for CNG prices would
help the common man, facilitate
public transport and will enable a
cleaner environment,” the indus-
try body said.

Ficci seeks 3 months
for steel makers to

clear orders in pipeline

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2233:: Industry body
FICCI has requested the govern-
ment to give the domestic steel
industry three months to clear
their orders. Reacting to the gov-
ernment’s move to levy export
duty on some steel items, V R
Sharma, co-chair of FICCI Steel
Committee said, “I suggest at
least three months should be
given to taper off orders and to
supply the orders taken.”
Sharma, who is also the
Managing Director (MD) of Jindal
Steel and Power Ltd (JSPL) told
PTI that there are 2 million
tonnes of steel orders in the
pipeline where either Letter of
Credits are established or the
sales contracts are signed.
Supply of such orders at the
given rate will be affected due to
the duty imposed. The govern-
ment on Saturday waived cus-
toms duty on the import of some
raw materials, including coking
coal and ferronickel, used by the
steel industry, a move which will
lower the cost for the domestic
industry and reduce the prices.

Names are an important part
of our identity that gives us a
sense of who we are and con-
nect us to people. Everything,
living or non-living, has a
name to identify with it. Each
name has personal, cultural,
familial or historical signifi-
cance and aspect, especially
when naming their newborns
during ‘NaamKaran’ (naming
ceremony). This ceremony is
one of the key family cere-
monies at which the new-
born is officially assigned a
name. Speaking of which,
&TV artists talk about the
unique story behind their
names. These include Shivya
Pathania (Devi Parvati, Baal
Shiv), Ambrish Bobby
(Ramesh Prasad Mishra, Aur
Bhai Kya Chal Raha hai?),
Kamna Pathak (Rajesh Singh,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan), and
Rohitashv Gour
(Manmohan Tiwari,
Bhabiji Ghar Par
Hai). Kamna
Pathak – Rajesh
Singh in &TV’s

Happu Ki Ultan Paltan shares,
“My parents kept my name
'Kamna' which means desire
or aspiration. My parents lov-
ingly say that I am one wish
that had asked from almightly
which came true. So even
when we bought our house

recently
i n

Indore, it was named after me
as ‘Kamna Nivas’, which was
an emotional and a very happy
moment for me. During my
school days, my friends used
to, in a fun way, say, "Kamna
Hamari Mann ki Kamna puri
kijiye”. It used to irritate me
initially, but then I started
laughing over it and used to
respond, ‘Lekin Kamna puri
hone par, Mujhe kya milega?’
(laughs)” Rohitashv Gour –
Manmohan Tiwari in &TV’s
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai shares,
“My aunt Santosh Gour named
me Rohitashv. She is unfortu-
nately not with us anymore.
She was an educationalist and
principal of a higher second-
ary school in Kalka and was
fond of literature. In mytholo-

gy, my name Rohitashv
denotes Surya ka

Ghoda. ‘Rohit’
signifies the

first rays of
t h e

sun, and ‘Ashv’ means a swarm
of horses. People occasionally
mix up my name with
Rohitash, which I always clari-
fy with the proper spelling and
pronunciation because it is the
most special gift from my late
aunt. But that is bound to hap-
pen as it is a unique name.”

Watch Baal Shiv at 8:00 pm,
Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha Hai?
at 9:30 pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and Bhabiji
Ghar Par Hai at 10:30 pm, air-
ing every Monday to Friday
only on &TV!

Anil Kapoor: 
I have nothing
against divorce

As his upcoming film "Jug Jugg Jeeyo"
deals with the divorce of two couples, actor
Anil Kapoor shares his opinion on divorce
and the stigma attached to it in our society. The
trailer of the film was released on Sunday in
the presence of the media and the cast, includ-
ing Varun Dhawan, Kiara Advani and Neetu.
When asked about his opinion on the increasing
number of divorces in our society, Anil said: "I
think everyone should be happy in their own space.
I am not against divorce because I think if two peo-
ple are not happy together, they should part ways
amicably, there is nothing wrong with that. And
then one can be in a happy marriage too." He added:
"But if someone wants to stay single forever, that
should also not be judged because we are living in a
world where mental peace matters. Whether it is a
girl or a boy, everyone should make their choices
and we should let them be. I have believed in it not
now but from the time I came into my senses." 

The film 'Jug Jugg Jeeyo' has been produced
by Dharma Productions and Viacom18 Studios,
directed by Raj Mehta, and is releasing in the-
atres on June 24.

ACROSS

1. ____ O’Donnell of TV

6. Exhausts

10. Gentle

14. FBI employee

15. Singer ____ Clapton

16. Diva’s offering

17. Garbage

18. Parking lot employee

20. Peaceful

22. Copenhagen native

23. Kickoff gadget

24. Owner’s proof

26. Burstyn and DeGeneres

28. Play section

31. Stylish

32. Wind direction (abbr.)

33. Eye part

35. Medicinal plant

37. Track shapes

41. Idaho’s neighbor

43. ____ oil

45. Take an oath

46. City vehicles

48. Enjoy

49. Fury

51. Soften

53. Lawn moisture

54. Bookworm

57. Zones

59. Slip up

60. Fit of anger

62. Beer mugs

66. Wetted

69. Gypsy’s card

70. Notion

71. Small earring

72. Peruvian animal

73. Big quiz

74. Ripped

75. Highway curves

DOWN

1. Pied Piper followers

2. Fairy tale monster

3. Char

4. Map detail

5. Cultural

6. Caspian ____

7. 1930s design style (2 wds.)

8. Mideast bread

9. Panoramas

10. Peeved

11. Wrathful

12. Flax product

13. Appointments

19. Singer Willie ____

21. Revolutionary ____ Allen

25. Flowering bush

27. Smooth
28. Goals
29. As the ____ flies
30. Fork point
34. Solemn
36. Fire’s remnant
38. Waterless
39. Tahoe, e.g.
40. Large amount
42. Nab
44. Small landmasses
47. Nonprofessional
50. Writer ____ Hemingway
52. Tell secrets
54. Send money
55. Wear down
56. Zodiac ram
58. Embossed emblems
61. Absorbed by
63. Mr. Gershwin et al.
64. Alaskan port
65. RR stops
67. Fri. follower
68. President after HST
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If you’re looking for a new job, Aquarius, per-

haps this is the day you find it. “Luckyâ€  is

the word that sums up today! Without

encouraging you to play the lottery, you can

be pretty sure that you’ll feel a surge of con-

fidence. You’ll be able to resolve big or small

problems with practicality and ease. That’s

lucky enough, isn’t it?

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You’re filled with vitality today, Pisces. In other

words, you’re going to feel great about yourself!

You’re less afraid of meeting people, and you

have fewer doubts about everything, including

yourself! This is going to be a great day to con-

sider working a little bit less and thinking a little

bit more about what, specifically, is making you

feel so good. That way, you can recreate the

feeling tomorrow.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may have gotten a financial boost
lately in the form of some sort of raise or
reward, Aries. The day ahead will make
you realize that more discipline and work
will be necessary if you want to continue
to prosper. There’s no need for anxiety,
but it’s a good day to put together a strat-
egy for the future, one that’s airtight,
waterproof, and fail-safe!

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Tension may be a bit high in just about
everyone and everything you encounter
today, Taurus. Some will feel a strong need
for stability and discipline. Others may be
calling for fun and carefree frivolity. You
could be caught in the middle. The worst
thing is that no side, including your own, is
going to want to compromise. Try not to
take things too seriously.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You might feel a little worn out right now,

Gemini, as if you haven’t been getting

enough vitamins or rest. Or you could feel

like you’re losing track of issues that are

important to you, such as your children’s

progress in school. You need to slow down

a bit whether you want to or not. Today,

give top priority to all the commonplace

details of your daily life.

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

If you’re in love, Cancer, you’ll love today.
You could plan for almost anything from a
little trip together to a lifetime full of chil-
dren and grandchildren. Even though your
foresight sometimes overcomes your spon-
taneity, let yourself yield to the unexpected
a little bit. The future will be a bright con-
trast after the comparative gloom of the
past few weeks.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Leo, you may feel a little tired and depressed

over breakfast this morning. Domestic

responsibilities sometimes overload your

spirit. How about treating yourself to a short

vacation - a little free time just for you? You

can justify it because it’s vital for your

morale. Perhaps you can use the time off to

draw up a weekly schedule and make your

workload seem less daunting.

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

This would be a good day for you to sort
out your business, Virgo. You should file
important papers and get rid of extrane-
ous materials or trivia at work. Taking the
time to do this will save you even more
time in the long run. As for your love life,
be expressive. Clear up any old misun-
derstandings that could interfere with
your pleasure. Above all, enjoy yourself!

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

This is going to be a good day to see the

doctor, Libra, but not because you’re

sick. The atmosphere is ideal for getting

a checkup. You’ve been using a lot of

energy recently, and you’d be well

advised to take care of your body a bit

more right now. Don’t be lazy about this.

Get up, eat a good breakfast, take a brisk

walk, and face the day renewed.

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

This should be a peaceful day for you,

Scorpio. Be sure to make the most of it,

because it’s the calm before the storm.

This could be a day of discussion and

exchange with close friends or colleagues

at work. It’s ideal to tighten some of your

professional ties. Some people might sud-

denly seem more reasonable than you

imagined them to be, so listen up!

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

“Evidence” is the word for today, Sagittarius.

Everyone knows that you have a facility for

spending your time thinking and analyzing.

Today, on the other hand, you're going to be

"seeing” things. They will be clear. It will no

longer be necessary to study, ponder, and

review from every angle. It's a little like you've

just invented a new theory that repeatedly gets

confirmed by others throughout the day.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You will sail through this day on the gentlest
of breezes, Capricorn. It’s like you’ve just
come back from a week in the country.
You’re calm, refreshed, and relaxed, and no
amount of trouble at work can shake the
feeling. You see things in a more positive
light. Problems that once seemed insur-
mountable now resolve themselves almost
without your help. Lucky you!

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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HH ip-hop star Saweetie's

father is African-

American and her mother is

Filipina-Chinese, and she says

she saw racism first hand

while she was growing up. In

an interview with 'Glamour'

magazine, Saweetie, 28,

explains she saw her dad

being cowed by cops when he

was ordered out of his car,

reports femalefirst.co.uk. She

said: "It's something that I've

witnessed since I was a kid. I

watched my dad get pulled

over for no reason, get out of

the car and him having to

appear less of a man. "He's

Superman to me, but when

the cops come and pull him

over, he has to confine to a

certain type of submissive-

ness." She added: "It's always

angered me, experiencing

that, watching the videos. But

I'm actually thankful that we

have phones now, because

now the world is witnessing

what Black and Brown and

Asian communities go

through behind the scenes."

In the chat, Saweetie, whose

real nameis Diamonte Harper,

also spoke about the intro-

duction of the Crown Act,

which was introduced in

California in 2019 prohibiting

the discrimination against

people based on their hair-

style and hair texture as she

thinks it is a positive step. The

star insisted the law will be

helping a lot of people, say-

ing: "It'll impact them (people

living in the state) for the bet-

ter. I know that a lot of

women like us feel like they

have to conform in the work-

place. "I don't think that's

fair. Because whether your

hair is straight, twisty or

braided up, the work is going

to get done regardless." She

added of her own hair: "I

hated my hair (when growing

up), it's naturally really kinky

and curly. It's beautiful, but I

was a tomboy and was like, 'I

don't got no time for this'. "I

was a year-long athlete, but

I noticed that my hair was

just so curly and wild that I

didn't need to do it at all. It

was just pretty the way it

was, I think just me playing

a lot of sports and not hav-

ing the time to do my hair,

and seeing how loud it was,

that's when I really started

to appreciate my hair."

Saweetie recalls her horror
seeing dad suffer racism

S wayamvar- Mika Di
Vohti, is one of the

most anticipated reality
TV shows, will be launch-
ing on Star Bharat shortly.
Because of its unique con-
cept, it has attracted a lot
of buzzes, and now with
Shehnaaz Gill being a part
of the show, the degree of
excitement amongst their
fans has reached new
heights! Wonder what
Shehnaaz will be doing on
the show?

Well, it seems like
Shehnaaz will be helping
Mika in finding the right
Vohti for him whilst giv-

ing a lot of tips as well. It’s
surely gonna be a blast to
watch the crackling duo
together for the first time
on the show. Shehnaaz's
bubbly personality with

Mika's shy yet sweet na-
ture will surely be a treat
for the fans. And that's not
all, seems like the fan's
happiness might just be
taken up a notch because

it seems like the alluring
duo, Shehnaaz and Mika
might just perform togeth-
er and hold on, because
there's more. The onlook-
ers can also expect a dance
performance from
Shehnaaz Gill. Looks like
a lot of fun and candid-
ness awaits us! Even
though the show is not on-
air yet, Mika's show is
gaining more popularity
and interest every day.

Stay tuned for more
stirring updates of
Swayamvar- Mika Di
Vohti only on Star
Bharat.

Shehnaaz to help Mika find his pursuit 

&TV artists talk about story behind their names

DD eepika Padukone, who is
serving on the jury of the

75th Cannes Film Festival, said
in an exclusive interview to
'Variety' that it "gives me
goosebumps every single time I
walk into the Palais and we
leave -- it gives me goosebumps
because every single person on
that seat is there to celebrate
cinema". Deepika was familiar
with the work of some of her
fellow jurors, including Asghar
Farhadi and Rebecca Hall, but
not all. "I wasn't entirely famil-
iar with all of them, as is the
case with all of the jurors,"
Deepika told IANS. "I think what
all of us did was to actually read
up on our fellow jury members
and watch some of their work.
So, even when you deliberate,

you understand where they're
coming from, or what kind of
cinema speaks to them." The
actor sees being on the Cannes
jury as a natural progression of
her journey, but at the same
time being invited came as a
surprise to her. "They (the fes-
tival management) seem so
convinced about why they

made that decision. And it
makes me sit back and think
sometimes maybe I've not given
myself enough credit," she said,
adding: "If I've landed here
today, without even realising it,
I must be doing something
right." The actor has just
wrapped Siddharth Anand's
"Pathaan", alongside Shah

Rukh Khan and John Abraham,
and is working on "Project K"
by Nag Ashwin. Next up is the
Indian remake of "The Intern",
alongside Amitabh Bachchan,
which she is also producing via
her KA Productions along with
Warner Bros. and Sunir
Kheterpal for Athena. Cannes,
meanwhile, is going to become
a regular mid-year holiday des-
tination for Deepika and her
husband, Bollywood star
Ranveer Singh, reports
'Variety'. Her jury service
allows them access to the jury
box in future years.

""WWee  jjuusstt  ccoommee  hheerree  ffoorr  ttwwoo
wweeeekkss,,  nnoobbooddyy  nneeeeddss  ttoo  kknnooww,,""
DDeeeeppiikkaa  ssaaiidd..  ""WWaattcchh  mmoovviieess,,
ssnneeaakk  iinn,,  ssnneeaakk  oouutt..  WWee''llll  bbee
lliikkee  kkiiddss  iinn  aa  ccaannddyy  ssttoorree..""

I must be doing something right, 
says Deepika about her Cannes sojourn
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Kolkata, May 23 (PTI):

Equipped with a lethal
bowling attack and boast-
ing a number of quality
finishers, debutants
Gujarat Titans will start
as favourites against spin-
heavy former champions
Rajasthan Royals when
the two teams face-off in
the first IPL Qualifier, here
on Tuesday.

Captaining a team in the
IPL for the first time ever,
a fit-again Hardik Pandya
has been a revelation this
season as he led from the
front with both bat and
ball to ensure a top finish
for his team in the league
stage. Apart from firing at
number 4, Pandya has
used his resources well, be
it the death bowling of
wily Rashid Khan or mak-
ing his batting exploits
count to go alongside the
fiery duo of David Miller
and Rahul Tewatia. Every
little thing has fallen in
place. Their weak link was
their top-order batting
with highly-rated
Shubman Gill failing to

convert his starts but the
addition of veteran
Wriddhiman Saha has
done wonders for the
team.

The discarded India
wicketkeeper-batter is bat-
ting with a new-found pas-
sion at the top of the order
and has scored three half-
centuries in nine matches
to make up for Gill’s lack-
lustre run. While the
Afghan leg-spinner has

been outstanding in the
middle and death overs,
India senior pacer
Mohammed Shami has
given them perfect starts,
by being the highest wick-
et-taker (11 wickets) in the
powerplay this season.

Saha, who has been
making headlines since he
was axed for Team India,
will look to make a point
as he along with Bengal
teammate Shami play in

front of their home crowd
again. The fact that the
playoffs will be played on
fresh tracks would put the
seamers in focus and
Pandya may look to bring
in Alzarri Joseph to go
alongside Lockie Ferguson
and Shami.

The Titans had defeated
the same opponents by 37
runs in the league stage
but the inaugural edition
champions have a spin-

heavy attack to go with
rich experience and they
might prove to a tricky
customer.

The Titans also have
looked vulnerable as they
suffered three defeats in
last five matches, includ-
ing an eight-wicket thrash-
ing by Royal Challengers
Bangalore in their previ-
ous outing, which would
mean that the Pandya-led
side has to step up.

Three of Titan’s four de-
feats, and four of Royals’
five losses have come
while setting up a target as
the toss would also be a
key area of concern.

The Sanju Samson-led
outfit boast of both the
Orange and Purple Cap
holders this season — Jos
Buttler and Yuzvendra
Chahal.

They also have the expe-
rience of Ravichandran
Ashwin whose versatility
has come to the fore espe-
cially in the second-half of
the season. Ashwin’s bat-
ting has also made a huge
difference.

Batting at number 5
ahead of their regular bat-
ters Shimron Hetmyer and
Riyan Parag against
Chennai Super Kings the
other day, Ashwin
smashed an unbeaten 23-
ball 40 to script a five-wick-
et win that also sealed
their top-two finish.

But for them to repeat
their 2008-IPL winning
show, the Royals would not
just need an Ashwin but
the top-order to fire.

Kolkata, May 23 (PTI):

Star Rajasthan Royals
batter Jos Buttler is
“disappointed” with his
form in the last few
games but said he is tak-
ing a lot of confidence
from the big knocks that
he had played early in
the tournament going
into the IPL play-offs.
The English wicket-
keeper-batter has accu-
mulated 629 runs at a
strike rate of 147, in-
cluding three hundreds
and three fifties, this
season but has slowed
down in the business
end of the tournament
with single digit scores
— 2, 2, 7 — in his last-

three outings. “I’ve obvi-
ously been delighted
with my form in the
IPL, but a bit disap-
pointed with the last few
games,” said the 31-year-
old Buttler ahead of
RR’s first qualifier
against Gujarat Titans
at the Edens Gardens on
Tuesday. “The first half
(of the tournament) I
was playing some of the
best cricket I’ve ever
played, and I’m still tak-
ing lots of confidence
from that going into the
play-offs.”

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI):

Jyothi Yarraji smashed
the women’s 100m hurdle
national record for the sec-
ond time in less than two
weeks while winning the
event at the Loughborough
International Athletics
Meet in the UK.

The 22-year-old from
Andhra Pradesh on
Sunday clocked 13.11 sec-
onds under permissible
wind speed of +0.3m/s to
better her own earlier na-
tional record of 13.23 that
she had clocked on May 10
during the Cyprus
International Meet in
Limassol. Jyothi, who
trains under James Hillier
at Reliance Foundation
Odisha Athletics High

Performance Centre in
Bhubaneswar, had bet-
tered Anuradha Biswal’s
national mark of 13.38
which had stood since
2002. That happened a
month after her national
record effort was not
counted due to wind assis-
tance beyond legal limit.
She had clocked 13.09 sec-
onds during the

Federation Cup in
Kozhikode last month but
it was not counted as na-
tional record as the wind
speed was +2.1 m/s, more
than the permissible +2.0
m/s. In 2020 also, Jyothi
had run below Biswal’s na-
tional record time as she
clocked 13.03 seconds at the
All India Inter-University
Athletics Championships

in Moodbidri, Karnataka.
But it was also not counted
as NR as National Anti-
Doping Agency did not test
her at the meet and there
was no technical delegate
from the Athletics
Federation of India.

Jyothi comes from a
humble background as her
father Suryanarayana is
working as a private secu-
rity guard and her mother
Kumari is a domestic help.

Another Reliance
Foundation Odisha
Athletics HPC trainee
Amlan Borgohain, who
smashed the national
record during the
Kozhikode Federation
Cup, finished fifth in 200m
race with a time of 21.27
seconds.

Jakarta, May 23 (PTI):

Defending champions
India conceded a late goal
to allow arch-rivals
Pakistan walk away with
a 1-1 draw in their opening
Pool A match of the Asia
Cup men’s hockey tourna-
ment, here on Monday.

India took the lead in
the ninth minute through
Karthi Selvam before
Abdul Rana broke their
neighbours’ heart by
equalising in the 59th
from a penalty corner.

India will next play
Japan on Tuesday.

Pakistan had the first
scoring chance in the
third minute in the form
of a penalty corner, but
they failed to stop the ball

properly as India sur-
vived. Seconds later, it was
India’s turn to secure a
penalty corner but
Neelam Sanjip Xess’ effort
was saved by the Pakistan
goalie Akmal Hussain.

The Indians continued
to put pressure on the
Pakistan defence and se-
cured two more penalty
corners in the first quar-
ter, the second of which
was converted by Karthi,
who scored his first inter-
national goal after his
flick went inside the
Pakistan citadel after get-
ting a deflection off the
stick of defender
Muhammad Abdullah.

In between Pakistan
also got another penalty
corner but the effort went

wide. Soon after the start
of the second quarter,
Pakistan goalkeeper
Hussain made a fine reflex
save to deny Pawan
Rajbhar from point blank
range.

The Indians dominated
the ball possession and se-
cured another penalty cor-
ner in the 21st minute
which went abegging.

Two minutes from the
half time, Pakistan got a
chance to equalise when
they were awarded a
penalty corner for an un-
necessary tackle outside
circle by young
Vishnukant Singh, but
once again miss-stop ru-
ined the opportunity as
India went into into the
break with a slender 1-0

lead. Pakistan made a
bright start after the
change of ends and threat-
ened the Indian defence
early on.

Second into ther third
quarter, Pakistan secured
their third penalty corner
but Rizwan Ali shot his
flick wide.

Minutes later India cus-
todian Suraj Karkera
made a brilliant save from
close range to deny Abdul
Rana and then the result-
ant rebound was shot over
by Afraz.

Thereafter India had a
flurry of chances — one to
Rajbhar and then to
Uttam Singh — but
Pakistan goalkeeper
Hussain was there to save
his side.

Islamabad, May 23 (AP):

Pakistan has dropped
leg-spinner Usman Qadir
and hard-hitting batters
Asif Ali and Haider Ali for
next month’s limited-overs
international series against
the West Indies.

“Usman, Asif and Haider
remain in our plans for the
shortest format as we have
a series of T20s lined up
this year, including the T20
World Cup, chief selector
Mohammad Wasim said in
a statement on Monday.
Wasim said the return of
vice-captain Shadab Khan
and Mohammad Nawaz
from injuries resulted in
Usman’s absence for the
ODI series. Both players
missed Pakistan’s last ODI
series at home against

Australia. Rawalpindi will
host the three one-day
games, which are part of
the Cricket World Cup
League, on June 8, 10 and
12. The 16-member squad
will meet for a training
camp starting June 1, with
Haris Rauf, Hasan Ali,
Mohammad Rizwan and
Shadab Khan joining from
their English county teams.
For the first time in more
than two years, Pakistan
will be playing without the
restrictions of a bio-secure
bubble that had become
part of life for players dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Wasim said the lowered
restrictions meant addi-
tional players could be
called into the squad in case
the team management re-
quired any replacement.

Mumbai, May 23 (PTI):

Delighted to earn a
maiden national call-up,
left-arm pacer Arshdeep
Singh said bowling to the
big-hitting Punjab Kings
batters in the nets helped
him perfect his yorkers.

The 23-year-old, who has
impressed one and all with
his death over bowling
this season, ended his IPL
campaign with 10 wickets
and an economy rate of
7.70. His ability to bowl the
change-ups along with
wide yorkers and deliver-
ies in the block-hole
earned him a place in the
squad for the home series
against South Africa next
month. Arshdeep got to
know the good news on his

way to Punjab’s last league
stage match against
Sunrisers Hyderabad on
Sunday.

“I got to know just be-
fore the match, in the bus
that I have got selected in
the Indian team. Because

the match was going on I
didn’t feel much,”
Arshdeep told teammate
Harpreet Brar after
Punjab Kings’ five-wicket
win over Sunrisers
Hyderabad.

“It will sink in slowly. It
is a special moment. I feel
lucky and grateful would
like to continue like this,”
he added.

The youngster, who
served as a net bowlers for
the Indian team in an
away series against Sri
Lanka last year, said bowl-
ing to world-class batters,
including Jonny Bairstow,
Shikhar Dhawan and
Liam Livingstone, in the
Punjab Kings nets session
helped him perfect his
craft.

Dhaka, May 23 (AP):

Liton Das and
Mushfiqur Rahim hit
centuries Monday as
Bangladesh recovered
from a shaky 24-5 to end
day one of the second
test against Sri Lanka on
277-5.

Liton was batting on
135 and Mushfiqur, who
scored 105 in the first
test, was on 115 after
sharing a record 253 runs
in an unbroken sixth-
wicket stand.

They made the highest
partnership for the sixth
wicket or lower after los-
ing the first five wickets
for 25 runs or less, break-
ing the record set by

Pakistan duo Wallis
Mathias and Shujauddin
against West Indies in
1959. It was also
Bangladesh’s highest
sixth-wicket partner-
ship, eclipsing the 191 by
Mohammad Ashraful
and Mushfiqur Rahim
against Sri Lanka in
2007.

After a sensational bat-
ting collapse, they kept
Bangladesh unscathed
throughout the day.

The only chance Sri
Lanka could create came
when Liton on 47 offered
a catch at backward
square leg, which Kusal
Mendis’ substitute
Kamindu Mendia failed
to hold on to. Mendis was

taken to a hospital earli-
er because of chest
pains.

Liton then hit Asitha
Fernando for a boundary
through the same region
to raise his fifty off 96
balls. He then needed
just 53 balls to complete
his next fifty to reach his
third century off 149
balls.

Mushfiqur, who be-
came the first
Bangladeshi batter to
reach 5,000 runs last
week, was more re-
strained. He brought up
his fifty off 112 balls, also
through a boundary
from left-arm spinner
Praveen Jaywawic
krama’s delivery.

Manchester, May 23:

Manchester City won
the Premier League title
by a point from rivals
Liverpool on the final day
of the campaign after Pep
Guardiola’s side survived
a huge scare on Sunday.

City had to fight back
from 2-0 down in the sec-
ond half, but three goals
in the space of five min-
utes — including two
from German substitute
Ilkay Gundogan set off
the party, with fans pour-
ing onto the field at the
Etihad Stadium at the
final whistle.

City have now won four
of the last five Premier
League titles and their
victory ends Liverpool’s
hopes of a unique
quadruple of trophies. A
fine header from fullback

Matty Cash had put Villa
1-0 up at the break and the
nerves of the City fans
worsened after Brazilian
former Liverpool mid-
fielder Philippe Coutinho
doubled the advantage in

the 69th minute. At that
stage Liverpool were
being held 1-1 by Wolves
and still in second spot
but a goal for them at
Anfield would have put
them in pole position. But

by the time Liverpool did
take charge of their
game, City had fought
back and blown away all
the fear of a final-day col-
lapse in five blistering
minutes.

Paris, May 23 (AP):

Naomi Osaka’s return
to the French Open has
ended in the first round.

The former top-ranked
player lost her opening
match to Amanda
Anisimova 7-5, 6-4 at
Roland Garros on Court
Suzanne Lenglen.

Osaka is a four-time
Grand Slam champion
who took two mental
health breaks last season.

That included one that
began when she withdrew
before her second-round
match at the French Open.

Anisimova is a 20-year-
old American who
reached the French Open
semifinals in 2019. She
also beat Osaka in the
third round at the
Australian Open in
January. Osaka double-
faulted twice on break
point, once in each set.
After the second, which
gave Anisimova a 4-3 lead,
Osaka took a 40-0 lead in
the next game but the
American held.

Osaka played with tape
on her left Achilles. She
was stretching it and kick-
ing it with her right foot
when she was broken in
the seventh game of the
second set.

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI):

Indian racer Arjun
Maini, who drives for
Mercedes-AMG with team
HRT, narrowly missed out
on his first podium of the
2022 DTM Championship
in Lausitzring, Germany.

After starting sixth in
an extremely competitive
qualifying session, Maini
made a good start and was
able to move into fourth
during the first lap of the
race. A quick pit stop from
the team saw him briefly
move into third, ahead of
Lucas Auer.

However, Maini’s colder
tyres meant he fell back to
fourth, a position he would
maintain till the check-
ered flag. The 2022 DTM
Championship boasts of
29 drivers, which is not

only the largest grid in
DTM history, but also an
extremely competitive
grid with some of the
world’s best talent from
the GT3 world taking part.

Given its competitive
nature, there were 21 cars
that qualified within one
second of pole in
Qualifying 1 and 23 cars
within a second in
Qualifying 2.

Maini’s second qualify-
ing session was compro-
mised due to a Red Flag
with four minutes to go,
with the Indian failing to
set a lap time when the ses-
sion was halted.

He eventually qualified
14th and lost some places
as he went off on one of
the corners as he battled
side by side with several
cars.

IPL debutants Gujarat Titans hold edge
against Rajasthan Royals in Qualifier 1

Leading the franchise for a second full season, skipper
Sanju Samson said he has never stopped learning and com-
munication has been one of the key components of his cap-
taincy. “I think I’ve actually developed and kept on learning
as a batter and also as a captain. I’m really enjoying the
responsibility of leading this team, especially with so many
experienced players in our side. “I think when you lead a
side, it’s very important to have that kind of perspective
where you allow people to come and talk to you in pressure
situations and allow them to express their ideas,” said
Samson. “I do receive a lot of information, a lot of sugges-
tions... So, I’m really enjoying the unity and the willingness
of everyone to contribute to the team, and I think it’s very
important to listen to everyone. But I also know that the
final call has to be from my side, and I have to take the own-
ership of each and every decision made by the team.” 

I kept learning as a batter
and captain: Samson

Disappointed with last few games,
taking confidence from earlier

knocks ahead of play-offs: Buttler

Key is to bowl in right

areas in power-play: Shami

KKoollkkaattaa:: India and Gujarat
Titans speedster Mohammed
Shami, the highest wicket-
taker in power-play overs this
IPL season, on Monday said
the secret for his success was
to bowl in the right areas.
Shami has taken 11 wickets
at 20 runs apiece to set it up
for the Titans in the power-
play overs. “In T20 cricket, we
focus on variations — slower
ones, bouncers. But accord-
ing to me it’s about bowling in
the right areas then it
becomes a difficult score. 

Jyothi Yarraji smashes own 
100m hurdles national record in UK

India concede late goal to draw-1-1
with Pak in Asia Cup hockey

Record 6th-wicket stand helps
Bangladesh recover in 2nd test

Pak cuts Usman Qadir for 
ODI series against West Indies

Arshdeep says bowling to Punjab
King batters helped perfect yorkers

Man City win 4th title in five years

Manchester Citys Fernandinho, center, lifts the Premier League trophy as he
celebrates with teammates after they won the English Premier League following a
3-2 victory over Aston Villa at The Etihad Stadium, Manchester, England.

Arjun Maini narrowly misses
podium in Lausitzring in DTM

Osaka loses to Anisimova
in French Open

Srinagar, May 23 (PTI): 

PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti on Monday alleged
that the fundamentals of
the country are being
shaken, its Constitution
shredded, and the BJP
ministers are competing
among themselves to ha-
rass Muslims.

The former chief minis-
ter of Jammu and
Kashmir also accused the
BJP of trying to provoke
and instigate the Muslims
to create an opportunity
for their "genocide".
Mehbooba's remarks came
in response to a question
over Assam chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma's
statement that madrassas
should cease to exist.

"This is not something
new. Their shakhas are
running where they pro-
vide training in sword and

bow-arrow fighting. There
is a competition going on
whether to turn India into
a Gujarat model or a UP
model. The Assam chief
minister wants to get a few
steps ahead of them," she
told reporters at the
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) head office here on
the sidelines of a pro-
gramme.

Mehbooba urged the

people to recall the treat-
ment meted out to
Muslims in BJP-ruled
states in the recent past.

"You have seen what
happened in MP where a
Hindu was beaten to death
on the suspicion of being a
Muslim. They are talking
about shaking the founda-
tions of the country the
secularism on which this
country was created, the
Constitution on which this
country was run, they are
shredding that
Constitution.

"They are trying to turn
the whole country into a
Gujarat model, UP model,
Assam model, MP model
and the chief ministers of
these are in competition
on who will harass the
Muslims more, who will,
God forbid, initiate the
wipe-out of Muslims," 
she said.

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI): 

The Indian Institute of
Technology, Mandi, has
signed a pact with the
National Skill
Development Corporation
to introduce initiatives
that will enable effective
digital course delivery to
the youth and expand the
reach of quality learning
and skilling along with
immersive hands-on
learning opportunities.

According to officials,
the collaboration aims to
introduce digital courses
in emerging technologies
such as data science, big
data analytics among oth-
ers. "I am happy to share

that IIT Mandi has em-
barked on a long-term
journey, in collaboration
with NSDC, to impart
high-end skills to the un-
derprivileged youth and
working professionals,
among others.

"A joint initiative to set
up a unique facility for
immersive hands-on ex-
perience is being planned
in the IIT Mandi campus
that will promote skills in
emerging technologies
along with entrepreneur-
ship," said Laxmidhar
Behera, Director, IIT
Mandi. Commenting on
the strategic partnership,
Ved Mani Tiwari, CEO
NSDC said as we surge to

a future of technology-
powered growth, we have
an immense opportunity
to build a high-quality
skilled workforce for the
rest of the world.

"The COVID-19 pan-
demic has also accelerat-
ed the need to develop
new-age skills while
strengthening mecha-
nisms for traditional job
roles. "Therefore, it is im-
perative for educational
institutes and the indus-
try to come together to en-
able a holistic ecosystem
where India's youth have
access to the resources
and mentored routes to
the right opportunities,"
he said.

Guwahati, May 23 (PTI): 

Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw has as-
sured Himanta Biswa
Sarma that rail connectivi-
ty to Assam's Barak Valley,
Tripura, Mizoram and
parts of Manipur, which
have been hit by floods and
landslides, will be restored
by July 10, the chief minis-
ter said. The National
Highway Authority of
India (NHAI) has assured
him of reparing the
Jatinga-Harangajao in
Dima Hasao district by this
month end, he added.

Sarma had met the
union minister and NHAI
authorities in New Delhi
on Sunday to discuss dam-
ages caused by floods and

landslides to railway
tracks and roads in the
state. As many as 24 people
have died in floods and
landslides so far this year,
while 7.2 lakh population
in 22 districts continue to
remain affected. In a tweet
after meeting the railway
minister, Sarma said the
ministry has sanctioned Rs
180 crore for the restora-
tion of the railway network
in Dima Hasao district and
the work will be completed
by July 10.

"Repair of the damaged
portions of the vital rail
link will not only restore
connectivity between
Barak and Brahmaputra
valleys of Assam but also
reconnect Tripura,
Mizoram & parts of

Manipur with rest of the
country," Sarma wrote.

Railway tracks have
been damaged at 58 points
in the hill section in Dima
Hasao district under
Northeast Frontier
Railway and connectivity
has snapped since May 15.

Sarma said in another
tweet that he had discus-
sions with NHAI chairper-
son Alka Upadhyay on is-
sues related to national
highways in the state, in-
cluding the present condi-
tion of the road from
Maibang to Harangajao in
Dima Hasao district which
has been severely danaged
in six places.

The chief minister said
he stressed on urgent re-
pair of the flood and land-

slide-affected national
highways and timely com-
pletion of all ongoing proj-
ects. "Glad that the NHAI
Chairperson assured to
open the Jatinga-
Harangajao portion of the
road by 31st May, 2022," he
wrote.

Sarma also thanked the
Indian Air Force and other
agencies for air dropping
food items and diesel in far
flung areas in Dima
Hasao, which have been
cut off due to the floods
and landslides. "Grateful
to @IAF_MCC & other
agencies for air-dropping
food items & diesel in far-
flung areas, which will
help in road clearance &
movement of vehicles," 
he wrote.

Making allegations against judges
becoming new fashion: SC

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI): 

The Supreme Court
Monday said that making
allegations against judges
is unfortunately becoming
a new fashion now and the
stronger the judge, the
greater the allegations
against him.

The apex court, while
hearing an appeal filed by
an advocate who was
found guilty of contempt
by the Madras High Court
and was sentenced to un-
dergo two weeks of simple
imprisonment, observed
that making allegations
against judges is rampant
in Uttar Pradesh and now
it is happening in Bombay
and Madras also.

The top court said the
conduct of the appellant
was thoroughly contemp-
tuous and besides levelling
wanton allegations
against the single judge of
the high court who had is-

sued a non-bailable war-
rant (NBW) against him,
the recusal of one of the
judges hearing the pro-
ceedings thereafter was
sought on thoroughly im-
proper grounds.

Now, this is becoming
unfortunately a new fash-
ion of making allegations
against judges. The
stronger the judge, the
greater the allegations
against the judge. This is
happening now in
Bombay. Of course, it is
rampant in Uttar Pradesh,
now Madras, a vacation
bench of Justices D Y
Chandrachud and Bela M
Trivedi said.

Let a strong message go,
said the bench, adding that
judges are assaulted
across the country and in
the district judiciary,
sometimes not even a
lathi' (stick) wielding po-
liceman is there for their
protection.

While refusing to inter-
fere with the high court's
March order this year,
which had also directed
that the advocate shall not
practice before it for a pe-
riod of one year, the apex
court observed that one
can annoy the court but
cannot level wanton alle-
gation like this when the
process of the court is
sought to be served.

The bench said after the
single judge had issued an
NBW against the advocate
and the police went to
serve him when he was
there at a tea shop near the
high court, hundreds of
lawyers lay upon the po-
lice and prevent the NBW
from being served.

It said CCTV footage of
the incident was also there
and to compound it fur-
ther when the matter was
heard by the court, the ad-
vocate had made allega-
tions against the single

judge who had issued
NBW against him. The
counsel appearing for the
appellant said the advo-
cate has tendered an un-
conditional apology.

The bench observed that
the appellant belongs to a
class of lawyers who are
absolutely incorrigible
and there is a blot on the
legal profession. It said
this is the only way to deal
with these kinds of people
and a two-week sentence is
actually very lenient.

The appellant's counsel
said that in the appeal,
they have not raised any
ground but tendered un-
conditional apology and
the conduct of the appel-
lant may be monitored by
the high court. Let him ex-
ercise some remorse.
There will be some re-
morse when he goes to jail
for two weeks and when he
is barred for a year from
practicing, the bench said.
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Sikh priests stage Jalao, a jewellery display on the occasion of the 416th anniversary of Gurgaddi Diwas (Anointment
Day) of Guru Hargobind Sahib, at the Golden Temple, in Amritsar, Monday. 

ANOINTMENT DAY

NDRF and Police personnel conduct a rescue operation after a boat capsized in the Ganga river, in Varanasi, Monday.

RESCUE OPERATION

Himanta takes up restoration of
railway, road links with authorities

New Delhi, May 23 (PTI): 

The Election
Commission has refused to
disclose its correspon-
dence with social media gi-
ants including Facebook,
WhatsApp, Instagram and
Twitter under the Right to
Information Act after ob-
jections raised by these
companies, the poll panel
had said. The Election
Commission had received
an RTI query by Pune-
based activist Vihar Durve
seeking information on
the EC's correspondence
with social media compa-
nies between 2019 and 2022.

Applying the third party
clause under section 11 of

the Act, the Commission
sought the views of the
companies on disclosing
the correspondence. In
case of an RTI applicant
seeking third party infor-
mation, section 11 of the
Act directs the Central
Public Information Officer
to take views of the third
party concerned before
disclosing the record.

The final decision on
disclosure rests with the
officer. Durve had sought
the details of "correspon-
dence, record, informa-
tion, emails (with the not-
ings) etc made by the ECI
with twitter, Facebook,
WhatsApp, Instagram,
Telegram, any other social
media platform" ex-
changed between ECI and
these companies between

2019 and 2022. "Disclosure
of any communication be-
tween ECI and Social
Media platforms would at-
tract Section 11 of the RTI
Act, 2005 i.e third party
disclosure. Third party is
not in favour and made
submission against disclo-
sure," the ECI said in re-
sponse to Durve's query,
while denying the infor-
mation.

In the run up to General
Elections in 2019, social
media companies had
agreed to a voluntary code
which included a silence
period of 48 hours before
polling. According to the
code, no political cam-
paign will be allowed to be
run on social media plat-
forms in the last 48 hours
before polling ends.

ECI refuses to disclose correspondence
with social media companies

Assam’s lone hill station 
strives to reclaim lost glory

Haflong (Assam), May 23 (PTI): 

Landslides and flood
have left a trail of destruc-
tion in Dima Hasao, a pic-
turesque tourist hotspot in
Assam, prompting a multi-
agency effort to salvage the
state's only hill station
Haflong and its surround-
ing townships in the dis-
trict, officials said.

Officials, however, are
uncertain when Dima
Hasao will regain its lost
sheen, considering the
enormity of the devasta-
tion. While snapped road
links are likely to be re-
stored within the next few
weeks, train movement

connecting Dima Hasao,
Barak Valley, Tripura,
Mizoram and Manipur
with the rest of the coun-
try is expected to resume
from July, they said.

"The restoration work is
underway in full swing. We
have set a target to com-
plete the task by June 30
and plan to restart train
services from July 1,"
Northeast Frontier
Railway Chief Public
Relations Officer
Sabyasachi De told PTI.

An official release is-
sued by the NF Railway on
Saturday said several
trains have been cancelled
till the first week of July,

due to water-logging and
landslides at numerous
places.

While landslides were
reported at 58 locations
along the railway align-
ment, the two places of
devastation that grabbed
headlines were the mud-
filled New Haflong railway
station, where trains were
derailed and submerged,
and a portion of track sus-
pended in the air with
earth beneath washed
away.

The road network to
Dima Hasao was also cut
off, as streets filled with
mud, stones and slash be-
came a common sight.

Though some stretches
have been partially re-
opened and tunnels
cleaned up, a senior offi-
cial of the Assam State
Disaster Management
Authority (ASDMA) said
complete restoration will
take more than a week.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma had on
Sunday met NHAI
Chairperson Alka
Upadhyaya and discussed
the road condition in Dima
Hasao. Another big chal-
lenge is to reinstate mobile
services in the affected
areas, the restoration work
of which is also underway,
the officials said.

IIT Mandi partners with NSDC to
enable digital course delivery

Kochi, May 23 (PTI):
The Kerala High Court
on Monday restrained
the police from arrest-
ing senior politician
and former MLA P C
George till May 26 in a
criminal case registered
against him for making
a hate speech.

Considering the an-
ticipatory bail plea
moved by George, the
high court granted him
interim relief with con-
ditions. The court will
take up the case on
Thursday (May 26).

George moved the
high court seeking an-
ticipatory bail, days
after a sessions court in
Thiruvananthapuram
denied him bail in the
case.

George, who has been
untraceable since
Saturday, in his bail
plea in the high court
said the prosecution re-
sorted to a "pick and
choose game" and high-
lighted "stray sen-
tences" from a 40-
minute-long speech.

Kochi city police had
registered a case
against George on May
10 for his objectionable
remarks during a
speech, which he deliv-
ered in connection with
a temple festival at
Vennala in Ernakulam
district.

George's anticipatory
bail was dismissed by
the sessions court on
Saturday saying his
comments prima facie
appear to be of such a
nature as to promote
disharmony, hatred and
ill will between commu-
nities.

‘BJP provoking Muslims to create
opportunity for their genocide’

Priyanka to
campaign for

Karnataka polls:
Shiva kumar

Bengaluru, May 23
(PTI): Karnataka
Congress president D K
Shivakumar on Monday
said the party's national
General Secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra
has agreed to campaign
and spend time in the
state, for the Assembly
elections next year.

The KPCC chief's sud-
den New Delhi visit came
amid talks about differ-
ences between him and
Congress Legislature
party leader
Siddaramaiah regarding
probable candidates rec-
ommended to the high
command for upcoming
MLC polls in the state.

Shivakumar said he had
come the national capital
for party work and the
final list of candidates is
likely to be announced by
this evening.

p After their objection

HATE SPEECH CASE

HC grants 
interim relief 
to P C George

TRAIL OF DESTRUCTION


