
Mumbai, May 22 (PTI): 

In a rare accomplish-
ment, 10-year-old skater
Rhythm Mamania from
Mumbai became one of the
youngest Indian moun-
taineers to climb the
Everest base camp, a trek
which she completed in 11
days.

Her parents - Harshal and
Urmi - accompanied her
during the trek earlier this
month. "Rhythm, a Class 5
student from MET Rishikul
Vidyalaya in suburban
Bandra, reached the
Everest base camp on May 6
at around 1 pm," her mother

Urmi told PTI on Sunday.
The base camp is situated at
5,364 metres and it took 11
days for her to complete the
expedition, she said.
Rhythm, a resident of
Worli, said, "Skating ring or
base camp summit, it's the

determination that gets you
a long way."

"Along with skating,
trekking has always been
my passion, but this trek
taught me how important it
is to be a responsible
trekker and also solve the

mountain waste manage-
ment problem," she added.

Her mother said Rhythm
loved scaling mountains
from the age of five and her
first long trek was 21-km
Dudhsagar and since then,
she has climbed a few peaks
in the Sahyadri ranges like
Mahuli, Sondai, Karnala
and Lohagad.

She added that during the
base camp trek Rhythm
walked for 8-9 hours at vari-
ous steep terrain in varying
climatic conditions, which
included lashing of hail-
stones and snowfall, and in
temperatures as low as
minus 10 degrees Celsius.

Online test 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Union Minister
Jitendra Singh on Sunday
said that there will be an
online Common Eligibility
Test (CET) for filling up
non-gazetted posts from
this year. The Minister of
State for Personnel said
this while chairing the joint
meeting of all the six
autonomous bodies under
the Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT) at North Block here.

Rejoin
KKoollkkaattaa:: In a jolt to the saf-
fron camp in West Bengal,
BJP MP Arjun Singh on
Sunday rejoined the
Trinamool Congress, end-
ing weeks of speculation
over his possible
switchover to the ruling
party. Singh was welcomed
into the party by TMC
national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee at his
office in south Kolkata.

Portals open 
GGooppeesshhwwaarr:: Portals of the
one of the most revered Sikh
shrines, Hemkund Sahib,
opened in Uttarakhand's
Chamoli on Sunday with a
cap on the number of devo-
tees that can visit the shrine
daily. Located at a height of
around 15,200 feet,
Hemkund Sahib is linked to
tenth Sikh Guru Gobind
Singh. 

Shot dead 
HHiissaarr:: Two men, travelling
in a car, were shot dead
near Puthi Samain village
on Sunday, police said.
The unidentified
assailants have fled, they
said, adding the victims,
both aged around 25
years, died on the spot.
Police said the deceased
have been identified as
Sandeep and Amit, both
residents of village
Nindana under Meham
police station in Rohtak
district.

Suicide
RRaajjkkoott:: A 36-year-old
woman suspected of being
involved in an assault case
allegedly hanged herself to
death on Sunday inside the
washroom of a police sta-
tion in Gujarat's Rajkot city,
where she was called for
questioning, an official said.
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A woman covers her 
head with her saree as she walks
on a street during a hot summer

day in New Delhi, Sunday.
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New Delhi, May 22 (PTI): 

The Indian industry and
the "Make in India" initia-
tive are turning out to be a
"ray of hope" for global
growth, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Sunday and asserted that
the country is preserving
and promoting its antiquity,
while also strengthening its
innovation and modernity.

Modi made the remarks
in his message on the 80th
birthday celebrations of Sri
Ganapaty Sachchidananda
Swami via video-conferenc-

ing.
Sachchidananda Swami

founded the Avadhoota
Datta Peetham, an interna-
tional spiritual, cultural

and social welfare organisa-
tion.

In his remarks, Modi, in
the context of the auspi-
cious occasion falling dur-
ing the period of "Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav", recalled
the teaching of seers to
stress on putting others be-
fore self.

"With the mantra of
'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas and Sabka
Prayas', the country is call-
ing for collective pledges.
Today, the country is pre-
serving and promoting its
antiquity and, at the same

time, giving strength to its
innovation and modernity,"
the prime minister said.

"Today, the identity of
India is yoga as well as
youth. Today, the world is
looking at our startups as
its future. Our industry and
our Make in India are turn-
ing out to be a ray of hope
for global growth," he as-
serted, adding that people
have to work towards
achieving these resolutions.

Modi said he would like
spiritual centres to be cen-
tres of inspiration in this
direction as well.

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI): 

Researchers from smaller
cities will soon be able to ac-
cess expensive research in-
frastructure at state-funded
institutions as the Centre
has released guidelines for
sharing such scientific
equipment at a small cost.

While researchers from
mofussil towns will get ac-
cess to cutting-edge equip-
ment, the Scientific Research
Infrastructure Sharing
Maintenance and Networks
(SRIMAN) guidelines also
seek to incentivise the insti-
tutions by rating them for
the extent of participation in
the initiative, which may

have a bearing on the funds
they receive in the future.

Releasing the guidelines
recently, Science and
Technology Minister
Jitendra Singh noted that 90
per cent of the high-end re-
search equipment is import-
ed and not shared among the
research community. The ob-
jective of the SRIMAN initia-
tive is to "make publicly-
funded scientific research in-
frastructure available as
valuable public resource by
providing better access and
sharing for extensive and op-
timal use of the communi-
ty". The initiative also seeks
to improve efficiency of pub-
lic expenditure by sharing

expensive and state-of-the-art
publicly-funded research in-
frastructure. "Scientific in-
frastructure is the founda-
tion of research and innova-
tion and facilitating its avail-
ability, accessibility and
sharing needs to become a
key goal, particularly for
countries like India with lim-
ited resources," Singh said.

The initiative also seeks to
promote the domestic instru-
mentation industry by en-
couraging universities and
research-and-development
institutions to set up start-
ups to manufacture research
instruments and also devel-
op the workforce for its
maintenance.

Chandigarh, May 22 (PTI): 

Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao on Sunday here said
farmers can change govern-
ment if they want and they
should keep fighting till
they get a constitutional
guarantee for remunerative
prices of their crops.

The Telangana chief
minister also paid tributes
to the farmers who died
during the course of the ag-
itation against the Centre's
now-repealed farm laws.

He bows to farmers for
their grit and determina-
tion, the CM said referring
to the year-long stir that
ended last year. "If farmers
want, they can change gov-

ernment. It is not a big
thing. From where the
power comes, it comes from
us. Agitation should contin-
ue till farmers get the right
price and there is a consti-
tutional guarantee for it,"
he said. Rao also lauded the
contribution of Punjab to

the freedom struggle and
bringing green revolution
in the farming sector.
"Punjab is a great state,"
said Rao.

Rao was accompanied by
his Delhi counterpart
Arvind Kejriwal and
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann.

Rao was here to distrib-
ute Rs 3 lakh as financial as-
sistance to the kin of the
farmers, who died during
the stir against the Centre's
three farm laws.

Over 700 farmers had
died during the course of
the agitation at the Delhi
borders due to various rea-
sons, including harsh win-
ter, road accidents, cardiac
arrest and ailments.

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI): 

In a relief to PNB bank
scam accused diamantaire
Mehul Choksi, the
Dominica government has
dropped "all charges" relat-
ed to his mysterious unlaw-
ful entry from Antigua and
Barbuda in May last year,
according to his spokesper-
son from London.

Choksi was taken into
custody in Dominica, the
Caribbean island country,
in May last year after he
went missing from
Antigua and Barbuda
where he had taken citizen-
ship before allegedly escap-
ing from India to avoid
charges of orchestrating

Rs 13,500 crore scam in
Punjab National Bank in
which his nephew Nirav
Modi is a co-accused.

He was left on bail after
51 days by the Dominica
High Court there.

During the period, India
made desperate attempts to
bring him back with a CBI
team stationed there with a
private jet. His lawyers
however had alleged that
he was abducted from
Antigua by Indian looking
men who had brought him
to Dominica.

All the proceedings
against Choksi of illegal
entry into Dominica were
dropped on May 20, the
spokesperson said.

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI): 

The Serum Institute of
India (SII) has sought per-
mission from the country's
drug regulator to conduct
Phase-3 trial to evaluate the
safety and immunogenicity
of its COVID-19 vaccine
Covovax as a booster dose
in children aged two to 18
years, official sources said
on Sunday.

The Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI)
had granted permission in
March for conducting

Phase-3 clinical trial of
Covovax as a booster dose
in adults.

In an application, SII
Director for Government
and Regulatory Affairs
Prakash Kumar Singh has
sought permission to con-
duct the Phase-3, observer-
blinded, randomised, con-
trolled study in children
aged two to 18 years in India
who have already received
primary vaccination
against COVID-19 with
Covovax at least six months
ago. The study will evaluate
the immunogenicity and
safety of the vaccine as a
booster dose in comparison
with the placebo.

New Delhi, May 22: 

Government is consid-
ering spending an addi-
tional Rs 2 lakh crores ($26
billion) in the current fis-
cal to cushion consumers
from rising prices and
fight multi-year high infla-
tion, two government offi-
cials told Reuters.

The new measures will
be double the Rs 1 lakh
crore hit government rev-
enues could take from tax
cuts on petrol and diesel
the finance minister an-
nounced on Saturday, both
the officials said. India's

retail inflation rose to an
eight-year high in April,
while wholesale inflation
rose to at least a 17-year
high, posing a major
headache for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
government ahead of elec-
tions to several state as-
semblies this year.

"We are fully focussed
on bringing down infla-
tion. The impact of
Ukraine crisis was worse
than anyone's imagina-
tion," one official, who did
not want to be named,
said. The government esti-
mates another Rs 50,000

crore additional funds will
be needed to subsidise fer-
tilisers, from the current
estimate of Rs 2.15 lakh
crore, the two officials
said.

The government could
also deliver another round
of tax cuts on petrol and
diesel if crude oil contin-
ues to rise that could mean
an added hit of Rs 1 lakh
crore - Rs1.5 lakh crore in
2022-23 started on April 1,
the second official said.

Both the officials did not
want to be named as they
are not authorised to dis-
close the details.

Pune, May 22 (PTI): 

MNS chief Raj Thackeray
on Sunday claimed that polit-
ical developments around
his proposed Ayodhya visit
were a ploy to "trap" his
party workers into legal tan-
gles and hence, he decided to
defer his trip to the Uttar
Pradesh city. Addressing an
indoor rally at a hall in Pune
city of Maharashtra,
Thackeray said he has to un-
dergo a surgery on June 1
and after recovering from it,
he would again address a
public meeting. He reiterat-

ed that the MNS workers will
resume agitation if loud-
speakers atop mosques do
not follow the noise rules.
Thackeray had earlier asked
his partymen to play
'Hanuman Chalisa' outside
mosques where loudspeak-
ers play 'azaan'.

Road crash
leaves 8 dead

Siddharthnagar, May 22 (PTI):

An SUV carrying a marriage
party rammed into a station-
ary truck here killing eight
people and injuring three,
police said on Sunday. The
incident occurred around 1
am near Katya village in the
Jogia Udaypur area. The SUV
was returning to Mahla vil-
lage from a wedding ceremo-
ny at Mahuwara in Shivnagar,
they said.
Of the 11 people travelling in
the car, four died on the spot
and others were rushed to a
hospital, where four more
died during treatment.

RARE ACCOMPLISHMENT

10-year-old skater girl climbs Everest base camp

Centre to spend additional Rs 2 lakh
crores to check inflation

‘Cancelled Ayodhya trip
as a trap was laid for me’

‘Make in India’, hope
for global growth: PM
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Krida Bharati takes out Tiranga Yatra
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2222:: Krida Bharati, an or-
ganization working for sports and
sportspersons, organized 'Tiranga
Yatra' across the nation on Sunday
under the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsava celebrations. In this se-
quel, the local unit of Krida Bharti
took out the procession from Nana
Nani Park in Durg which concluded
at Telibandha Pond (Marine Drive)
in Raipur. Players, former players
and social workers participated in
the yatra.

The chief guest of the program
was Dr Narendra Dixit, the first
Vice Chancellor of Hemchand
Yadav University. The first interna-
tional hockey player from Madhya
Pradesh-Chhattisgarh and Krida
Bharti State Vice President Neeta
Dumre, Kalpana Swami, Kabaddi
coach Vijay Yadav and District
President Lalit Sahu encouraged
the players participating in the
Tiranga Yatra.

Educationist Dr Narendra Dixit
said that 75th anniversary of inde-
pendence is a historic occasion and
this occasion should create a sense
of pride in the mind of every citi-
zen. For this purpose, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has an-
nounced to celebrate it as Amrit
Mahotsav. This Amrit Mahotsav is
an opportunity to remember the
high peaks of achievements India
has touched in its 75 year journey
so that our new generation can
take pride in the great personali-
ties of the country. Neeta Dumre
said that when a player represents
his country abroad, the prestige of
the whole country is attached to

his name. The player's life is very
disciplined and sensitive. 

The ethics and behavior of a
player should always be one that
enhances the value of his country.
Kabaddi senior coach Vijay Yadav
said that there are still many peo-
ple who do not know the struggle
for freedom and sacrifices made by
our freedom fighters. It is neces-
sary to explain the true meaning of
freedom to all those citizens
through the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsava. 

Kalpana Swamy said that the
purpose of Krida Bharti through
this Amrit Mahotsav program is to

remember those brave sons who
dedicated their lives for the coun-
try. Lalit Sahu, District President of
Krida Bharti delivered the welcome
address and Rajendra Kumar con-
ducted the program. After the
National Song Vande Mataram, the
bike rally was flagged off. 

Athletics Coach Vinod Nair,
Kabaddi Coach Kaushlendra Patel,
Social Worker Shirish Agarwal,
Rajendra Kumar, Aarti Shukla,
Poonam Mishra, Sandhya Dubey,
Nitesh Singh, Ramesh Dubey,
Kalyani Manikpuri, Reena Tiwari,
Yudhishthira, Narendra, Yogendra,
Kanti Lal Bothra, social worker

Anoop Gatagat, Shiv Chandrakar,
Vishal Puri, Dr Sudhir Hishikar, ex-
serviceman Arun Savarkar, social
worker Pramod Wagh, Advocate
Ram Patankar, Advocate Drona
Tamrakar, Advocate Surendra
Kaushik, Dilip Sahu, Sudhir
Gautam, Pawan Barjatya, Mahesh
Naidu, Lalit Chandrakar, Vinayak
Natu, Preetpal Belchandan, Dinesh
Patil, Ajay Tiwari, Gajendra Yadav,
Corporator Dinesh Devangan, Ajay
Verma, Devnarayan Chandrakar,
Romlal Sahu, Ramkumar Thakur,
Narendra Banjare, Prahlad
Rungta, Sandeep Jain, Sanjay
Bohra, Omprakash Pandey,

Krishna Nirmalkar, Shyam
Chandrakar and prominent play-
ers and office bearers of the or-
ganization were present.

Many organizations and digni-
taries welcomed the Yatra by
showering flowers at different
places between Durg to Kumhari.
Shivendra Parihar welcomed the
yatra at Malviya Nagar Chowk.
Ritesh Singh, Rahul Bhosale at
Sector 9 Chowk. On behalf of MP
Vijay Baghel his wife Rajni Baghel
hundreds of party workers wel-
comed the yatra with showering
flower petals at Berozgar Square
Civic Centre. Also present were
Sunanda Chandrakar (Corporator
Maitri Nagar), Shankar Lal
Devangan, Pappu Chandrakar,
Reena Nayyar,  Bhagchand jain,
Nilima Jain, Mamta Sharma, and
Pramod Singh, Baluran Verma;
Nischay Bajpai at Kumhari and oth-
ers welcomed the yatra at
Khursipar, Bhilai 3 and Charoda.

Women of village Sankara make profit from exports
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2222:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel's initiative to
connect rural areas with urban
economy has not only been suc-
cessful at the state level, but
has also reached the global
level. The SHG of village
Sankara of Durg District is one
such example. 

The women of this village ex-
ported a consignment of gulal
worth Rs 34 lakh to Italy on
Saturday. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel flagged off this
consignment. The Chief
Minister congratulated the
women of the village organiza-
tion for their appreciable work.
58 women of self-help groups
have received a dividend of
about Rs 1.5 lakh from this con-
signment. 

Further, they are getting an
honorarium of Rs 200 per day.
Apart from this, they are being
given a dividend of 70 paise per
packet for preparing the pack-
ets of Gulal. About 1.8 lakh
packets of gulal were sent to
Italy on Saturday.

Giving information about the
works being done in Sankra,
District Panchayat CEO

Ashwani Dewangan said that in
accordance with the expecta-
tions of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, many innovative works
have been started in Gauthan in
rural areas to give maximum
boost to income generating ac-
tivities. As per the instructions
of Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure, an innovative
work of producing Gulal

through flowers was also start-
ed here. The flowers collected
from the temples of the district
are used to make Gulal. The
Major Unit of Gulal production
is at Sankara. Along with this,
women of SHG are also con-
ducting this work in villages
Nandori, Selud, Konari and
Mohalai.

It needs to be mentioned

here that the herbal gulal pro-
duced by the women of the vil-
lage organization of Sankara is
to be exported to Italy and
other countries of the European
Union as well. The highest de-
mand within the country is from
Delhi and Bangalore. The SHG
supplies Herbal Gulal and
Ashtagandha to these cities.

In future, the dividend of the

women of village organization is
expected to increase rapidly be-
cause the demand for
Ashtagandha and Gulal is very
high in the Indian community all
over the world. These products
have great demand at ISKCON
centres also. Apart from this,
Gulal and Ashtagandha are
used by the Indian community
all over the world on festivals.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 22: Public
grievance redressal camps
are being organised in dif-
ferent wards of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation. A
large number of people are
visiting the redressal
camps with their problems.
One such camp was organ-
ized in Ghasidas Nagar on
Saturday.

When BMC
Commissioner Prakash
Surve reached the camp, he
found a group of women
discussing among them-
selves. He approached the
women and asked the rea-
son for their visit to the
camp. The women stated
that the hand pump in
Dabrapara area of
Ghasidas Nagar was out of
order for the last few days
and there is also a problem
of cleanliness. Taking cog-
nizance, Commissioner as-
sured them to resolve the

problem immediately. BMC
Commissioner moved to
the spot along with the
BMC officials and local
Corporator Usha Sharma.
Taking immediate action,
the Commissioner gave in-
structions to repair the
hand-pump. The team re-
sponded immediately and
the handpump was re-
paired within three hours
by the team of Deputy
Engineer Purushottam
Sinha. Now the handpump
is working satisfactorily.

Cleanliness works were
also conducted in the entire
locality. The women ex-
pressed their confidence in
the Corporation and ex-
pressed their gratitude to
the Mayor and
Commissioner. In the camp,
an elderly person applied
for freehold. During the
BMC Commissioner's visit,
the elderly person Dinesh
Khandelwal approached
the Commissioner and in-
formed that he had applied
for freehold. He had submit-

ted the application a few
days ago but he visited the
camp to take advantage of
the facility. After perusing
the application, the
Commissioner contacted
the officers looking after
the freehold work and ques-
tioned them about the sta-
tus of the freehold applica-
tion.

The officials replied that
the case has been accepted
and now the applicant has
to deposit the money. The
Commissioner informed
the applicant that his case
has been approved and he
can get freehold by deposit-
ing the amount. On receiv-
ing the good news, the ap-
plicant thanked the Mayor
and the Commissioner and
the Corporation
Administration. It needs to
be mentioned here that ap-
plications are being re-
solved expeditiously in the
Public Grievance
Redressal Camp.

Beautification work of
Supela Sheetla Pond to 

be completed soon
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 22: The beau-
tification work of Supela
Sheetla pond is being con-
ducted at a fast pace. The
work of beautification of
this pond is in the final
stage. On the instruction of
Mayor Neeraj Pal, there has
been progress in the work
of Supela Sheetla Pond.
Under the supervision of
the officers, the agency is
doing the work on a war
footing.

C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Surve conducted a surprise
inspection of Supela Sheetla
pond. He instructed
Executive Engineer Kuldeep
Gupta and Deputy Engineer
Purshottam Sinha, in-
charge of Vaishali Nagar, to
monitor the ongoing works
continuously and get it com-
pleted at its earliest.

The Commissioner told
the working agency to com-
plete all the indoor work be-
fore the rain because it will

be difficult to work inside
the pond during the rainy
days. He instructed the
agency to work fast without
wasting time. He added that
the external work should
also be given priority. He
warned of strict action in
case of any further delay in
the work. The agency offi-
cials informed the
Commissioner that the
inner work of the pond
would be completed within
15 days. Engineer Arvind
Sharma informed that the
construction of ghat for the
development of Supela
Sheetla pond has been com-
pleted, the pond is being

constructed. The structure
has been prepared to install
a Shiv Linga. Only the
works of finishing, lighting,
beautification and painting
are left. The work of deepen-
ing of Supela Sheetla pond
has been done in the past.

BMC has constructed a
grand dome shed in Supela
Talab to provide shade to
the devotees visiting the
temple. Earlier this pond
was under the Nehru Nagar
zone area, but after delimita-
tion, it has come under
Vaishali Nagar zone area.
Now it is being monitored
by the officials of Vaishali
Nagar zone.

Rs 68.19 crore transferred to one
lakh farmers in Durg District

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 22: On the oc-
casion of the death an-
niversary of the former
Prime Minister Late Rajiv
Gandhi, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel trans-
ferred money to the bank
accounts of the beneficiar-
ies and farmers of Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana,
Godhan Nyay Yojana and
Rajiv Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana.

He transferred an
amount of Rs 68 crore 19
lakh 20 thousand to 1 lakh
8 hundred 59 farmers of
Durg district under Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana. Under the District
Co-operative Central Bank
Limited Durg, along with
the aforesaid amount, Rs
87.27 crores were trans-
ferred to 135896 farmers of
district Balod and Rs
103.73 crores to 143685
farmers of district
Bemetara. In this manner,
Rs 259.19 crores was de-

posited in the bank ac-
counts of 3 lakh 80 thou-
sand 440 farmers. Under
the DCC bank, 129 new co-
operative societies have
been formed in all the
three districts for the facil-
ities of fertilizers, seeds,
cash and purchase of
paddy. Through these soci-
eties, direct benefit is
being given to the farmers.
This year, on the demand
of farmers, the loan scale
for paddy crop which was
Rs 45000 per hectare last
year has been increased to
Rs 55000 per hectare.

Along with this, loan
scales have also been in-
creased for other crops,
vegetables, and banana,
papaya, sugarcane etc. So
far this year, Rs 240 crore
kharif loan disbursement
has been given to farmers,
which is 200 crore more
than last year. For the con-
venience of the farmers,
the work of installing
ATM machines in the
branches is also being
done so that their facilities
can be increased further.
KCC cards were also dis-
tributed to the new farm-

ers on this occasion.
Presiding over the dis-

trict level programme,
Guru Rudra Kumar,
Minister, Department of
Village Industries and
Public Health
Engineering, addressed
the people and spoke about
various schemes of the
state government. He said
that the schemes of the
government are meant to
restore the culture of
Chhattisgarh. He praised
the farmers for their hard
work, describing them as
Annadata.

On this occasion, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Arun Vora, MLA
Durg, Shalini Rivendra
Yadav, President, District
Panchayat Durg, Jawahar
Verma, President, District
Co-operative Central Bank
Limited Durg, Ashwani
Sahu, President, Krishi
Upaj Mandi District Durg,
Divisional Commissioner
Mahadev Kavre, Collector
Dr Sarvesvar Narendra
Bhure, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallav, public representa-
tives and other officers and
employees were present.

Commissioner gets hand-pump
repaired on complaint by women

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 22:
Employees of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant are known for
their innovative work
practices through their ex-
cellent work. Keeping in
line with this culture, E V
Sunil, C/man (TEED)
from Town Engineering
Electrical section of Town
Services department has
shown his creativity by
successful giving a new
life to the damaged Air
Circuit breaker.

The refurbished Circuit
breaker was inaugurated
by U K Jha, CGM (TSD).
Dinesh Kumar, GM
(TEED), Sanjay Kumar,
GM, Anupam Swarup,
GM, Ranbir Punn, AGM
(LT) and other officials
were present on the occa-
sion. An old defunct Air
circuit breaker of
1200Amp capacity was
lying in Sector-8 enquiry

office for a long time.
There was a plan to send it
to disposal store. E V
Sunil, Chargeman of the
concerned area took up
the challenge to make the
unit functional. The com-
plete unit was dismantled
by the concerned staff and
after the maintenance of
every working part, it was
reassembled.

Missing parts were pro-

cured from the old units
and after 1 month of mam-
moth work, the entire unit
was made functional.
Testing work was complet-
ed under the guidance of
concerned area Incharge
Nand Kishore Borkar, LT
incharge Ranbir Punn and
after its satisfactory per-
formance and after getting
permission from Dinesh
Kumar GM (TEED) it was

commissioned in substa-
tion No47 (Sector-8)

TEED's efficient team
has thus successfully re-
paired the defunct circuit
breaker and made it avail-
able for use again. Inspite
of limited manpower an
exceptional work has been
done by the entire staff of
the concerned area setting
a motivating example for
others.

Air Circuit breaker refurbished 
by Town Services' TEED team

Aakansha Banafar selected for
National Volleyball coaching camp
Bhilai, May 22: Aakansha
Banafar has been selected in
the National Volleyball coach-
ing camp for girls, bringing lau-
rels to the state of
Chhattisgarh. Aakansha is a
student of HUDCO Volleyball
club and is being coached by
Vinod Nair, V N Soni and Raju
Kaimel. Aakansha Banafar is
an emerging Volleyball player
and was recently selected for
Chhattisgarh girl's Volleyball
team for Khelo India Youth
games. Earlier, Aakansha participated in the Mini-
Nationals in 2018, Sub Junior National in 2019,
Junior National in 2021and twice in School nation-
als. The Sports fraternity of Bhilai extend their best
wishes to Aakansha Banafar on her achievement.

Prisoner flees from hospital; arrested
Bhilai, May 22: Police have arrest-
ed a prisoner who had fled from the
district hospital on the intervening
night of Sunday. According to in-
formation, murder accused A John
Pal (25) son of A Nageshwar Rao a
resident of Street 56, Sector 6 was
imprisoned at Durg Central Jail.
Few days ago, he complained of
urinary problems after which he
was admitted to the District Hospital in Durg. On the
intervening night of Sunday around 01:30 hrs, he es-
caped from the window of the toilet along with the
handcuffs. On information, a police team swung into
action and searches were conducted at his where-
abouts. The Civil Team led by ASI Bahadur managed
to arrest him again. Further actions are being taken
against the accused.

Control room setup for
Electrical complaints

Bhilai, May 22: Town Engineering Electrical sec-
tion (TEED) of Town Services department, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has setup a new Control room for
attending to Electrical complaints. Consumers can
register their complaints at 07882857162. The control
room will be operational in first and second shift.

Aakansha Banafar
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SOME RELIEF

People walking out in the open prefer to keep themselves well-covered to avoid
scorching heat and gets some relief.

Raipur, May 22:

CM Bhupesh Baghel
speaking to media persons
prior to leaving for Balod
at Civil Lines helipad said
that the central govern-
ment has reduced Rs 8 on
petrol and Rs 6 on diesel
and added that it should
be try to bring down cen-
tral excise on fuel to the
level it was applicable dur-
ing  UPA’s rule. At present
from this reduction it has
lead to loss of around Rs
570 crore to the state gov-
ernment in terms of cen-
tral excise and hailed the
decision taken in favour of
general public. Baghel
also demanded reduction
in central excise on petrol
at Rs 9 and that on diesel
at Rs 3 which was applica-
ble during UPA’s rule and

the 4% additional VAT im-
posed by the GoI should be
closed down on fuel.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
speaking to media persons
said that when it comes to
VAT, it has automatically
reduced and as such there
is already reduction in
revenue to the state. The
state government gets
42% and rest of it goes to

the Central government.
Baghel said that earlier
also he has said whatever
the decision GoI takes it
has its effect all over the
country. Recalling his ear-
lier words, Baghel said
that the amount of VAT
which will be reduced by
the neighbouring state
will be kept in mind and
then likewise decision
will be taken.

Baghel said earlier also
the state had reduced the
VAT and again demanded
the central government to
reduce the central excise
on petroleum products ap-
plicable during UPA’s rule
and the rate of LPG cylin-
ders too should be reduced
to the time of UPA’s gov-
ernment and should be
supplied to the con-
sumers.

Reduce central excise on petrol as
applicable during UPA’s term: Baghel

Hails the decision taken by the central government

Raipur, May 22: 

In a virtual programme
held at his residence office
today, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel per-
formed bhumipujan of an
ultramodern State Cancer
Institute to be built in
Bilaspur at the cost of Rs
120 crore. On the occasion,
Chief Minister said that
this State Cancer Institute
will be equipped with ul-
tramodern medical equip-
ment and medical facili-
ties to treat all kinds of
Cancer, and its construc-
tion will be complete with-
in next one year.

At this State Cancer
Institute to be built in
Bilaspur, cancer patients
in and around
Chhattisgarh would be
able to avail good facilities
for cancer treatment. The

institute will have facili-
ties for treatment of all
kinds of cancer under one
roof, along with state-of-
the-art cancer ward with
100 bed capacity and a
state-of-the-art ICU ward
with 20 bed capacity.

Health Minister T.S.
Singh Deo, Minister in-
charge of Revenue and
Bilaspur Jaisingh
Agarwal, Parliamentary
Secretary Dr. Rashmi
Ashish Singh, MP Arun
Sao, MLA Krishnamurti
Bandhi, District
Panchayat President
Bilaspur Arun Singh
Chouhan also joined the
program virtually. MLA
Shailesh Pandey and

Chairman of State Civil
Supplies Corporation Ram
Gopal Agarwal, Principal
Secretary Health Dr.
Maninder Kaur Dwivedi,
Director Medical
Education Dr. Vishnu Dutt
were present at Chief
Minister’s residence.

In his address to the pro-
gramme, Chief Minister
said that in continuation
of the efforts to expand
health facilities in
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,
Chhattisgarh Government
has taken another impor-
tant initiative with bhu-
mipujan of State Cancer
Institute. This institute
will surely prove to be of
utmost importance for the

treatment of cancer pa-
tients. Addressing the pro-
gram, Health Minister Mr.
T.S. Singhdeo said that
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has generously ap-
proved an amount of Rs
34.19 crore for the State
Cancer Institute. In this
way, an amount of Rs 51.84
crore has been received for
this institute and its con-
struction will be com-
menced soon. Revenue
Minister Mr. Jaisingh
Agrawal also addressed
the programme, saying
that Rs 34.50 crore will be
spent for the construction
of the building for State
Cancer Institute and
Rs.80.70 crore will be spent

on the equipment re-
quired. All types of
chemotherapy, such as-tar-
geted, immuno, molecular,
meteronomic facility will
be made available in the
State Cancer Institute free
of cost. The institute will
also have the facility of
treatment state-of-the-art
radiotherapy machine.
Two Linear Accelerators,
Cobalt Brachytherapy
Unit, PET Scan machines,
CT simulators, MRI ma-
chines and all state-of-the-
art equipment for cancer
research will be made
available in the State
Cancer Institute.
Treatment for Breast can-
cer, cervical cancer, oral
and throat cancer, lung
cancer, colon and colon
cancer, liver, gallbladder
cancer, bone cancer, blood
cancer will be provided
under one roof. .

On the occasion,
Principal Secretary
Health Dr. Maninder Kaur
Dwivedi gave detailed in-
formation about the State
Cancer Institute. Collector
Bilaspur Dr. Saransh
Mitter conducted the pro-
gram.

CM lays stone online for an 
ultramodern state-level cancer institute 

Cancer Institute will be built at the cost of nearly Rs 120 crore

 To be built in Bilaspur All kinds of cancer 

treatment facilities

along with modern

medical equipment
will be made available
under one roof

Raipur, May 22:

With objective to take
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Chhattisgrah to villages
and to make preparations
for 2023 VS polls, AAP or-
ganised a training pro-
gramme of 90 observers
from 90 VS of state includ-
ing VS in-Charge, VS
President and party work-
ers here on Sunday. It was
conducted by AAP state
in-Charge Sanjeev Jha. It
is notable here that MLA
Sanjeev Jha MLA Buradi
isthe MLA to have won
from the Delhi VS area
with the highest votes and
not only this the margin of
his victory increased
manifold in the last three

VS polls in Delhi. The rea-
son behind his victory
was his good strategy and
strength to the organisa-
tion and its workers.

State in-Charge Sanjeev
Jha said that the work of
strengthing AAP in the
state is going on and in-
formed that in all VS a
team of 100 party workers
has been formed. Now
these 100 workers will

hold public contacts form
May 25 to June 25 in all the
Grams, mohallas. All the
party workers after train-
ing will be given responsi-
bility to take charge of 10
villages each under ‘Gaon
Gaon-Mohalla Mohalla’
programme. In the first
leg there will be survey of
the villages and in the sec-
ond leg they would hold
talks with the villagers

and their grievances and
would give information to
them on the Delhi model
and AAP’s works.

In this way in the com-
ing day AAP is going to be-
come a major organisa-
tion in the state and would
be playing an important
role in the next VS polls
scheduled by next year
end and prove to be an im-
portant lead.

Sanjeev Jha charged
that the people of state
have lost faith and interest
in the working of CM
Bhupesh Baghel and al-
leged that the existini gov-
ernment in the state has
broken the record of cor-
ruption of last 15 years in
just three years itself. He
charged that the number
of demonstrations during
Congress rule has in-
creased and there are just
movement and protests all
over the state. This clearly
indicates that the faith of
people towards the gov-
ernment has stopped and
due to which there is
going to be a major change
in the state in the next
elections and people are
going to turned down two
major political party’s viz.
BJP and Congress and
rather elect AAP to form
the government in the
state.

AAP to reach out to villages: Sanjeev Jha
 Team of party workers

to visit villages and

conduct survey and

talks on grievances

Raipur, May 22: 

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Saturday flagged off a

truck loaded with herbal
gulal prepared in
Chhattisgarh which is
being exported to
Europe, in a programme
organized at his resi-
dence office in Raipur.
This herbal gulal has
been prepared by the
women of self-help
group Sakhi Cluster
Organization Anjora
Rajnandgaon and
Kumkum Mahila Gram
Sangathan Sankara,
Durg with their dedica-
tion and hard work
under the guidance of
Shree Ganesha Global
Gulal Pvt Ltd. Nearly 23
thousand kg of herbal
gulal worth Rs 41 lakh 95

thousand 302 is being ex-
ported to Europe.
Advisor to Chief
Minister Mr. Pradeep
Sharma, MLA and
Chhattisgarh Home

Construction Board
Chairman Mr. Kuldeep
Juneja, Raipur Mayor
Mr. Eijaz Dhebar, Shri
Ganesha Global Gulal
Pvt. Director Anuj Goyal

along with office bearers
of women self-help
groups were present on
the occasion.

Meanwhile, as per the
directions of Chief

Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, various income-
generating activities are
being conducted in
Gauthans with an aim to
make rural women self-

reliant. Cultivation of
flowers especially
marigold flower has
been started in the com-
munity gardens of
Gauthans to provide ad-
ditional income to
women groups. On
February 18, 2022, an
MoU was inked between
Shri Ganesha Global
Gulal Private Limited
and the Directorate of
Horticulture and Farm
Forestry, Government of
Chhattisgarh for the
preparation of herbal
gulal from flowers in the
presence of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. In its first phase,
herbal gulal and herbal

puja materials are being
prepared through 150
women self-help groups.
23 thousand 279 kg
herbal gulal prepared by
women SHGs will be
sent from Raipur to
Mundra port in Gujarat
for export to Europe in
collaboration with Shri
Ganesha Global Gulal
Pvt Ltd. This herbal
gulal is worth 54 thou-
sand 491 US dollars i.e.
Rs 41 lakh 95 thousand
302. It is the matter of
pride for Chhattisgarh
that the herbal products
made by women SHGs in
Gauthans are being ex-
ported to foreign coun-
tries.

Ch’garh’s herbal gulal going intn’l with gulal being exported to Europe
 Baghel flags 

off a truck full of
herbal gulal to be
sent to Europe

 Gulal prepared by
women Self-Help
groups

 23000 kg of herbal
gulal worth Rs
41.95 lakh is being
exported to Europe

Raipur, May 22: 

There is good news for
more than 13 thousand in-
vestors of Devyani
Chitfund Company as they
are going to get back their
money soon. The district
administration has com-
pleted preparations to-
wards this direction.
Meanwhile the applica-
tions of more than 2,700 in-
vestors of three chit fund
companies are ready to be
invited online. The district
administration has got Rs 1
crore 39 lakh 2 thousand
from the property auction
of these three companies.
These investors had ap-
plied offline earlier. But
due to confusion in their

applications the district ad-
ministration has started
preparing to invite online
applications from them.
Applications will be invit-
ed again from these in-
vestors on the web link.
According to officials, after
auctioning the property of
chit fund companies, such
a small amount has been
received that in the coming
days the bank accounts
and accounts of these com-
panies will also be frozen.
Members of these compa-
nies will also come under
the purview of action. As
the amount from auction of
assets of chit fund compa-
nies will come in, applica-
tions from investors of
other companies will also

be invited online. Officials
say that the administration
is concerned about the ap-
plications received offline.
The major reason for this
is that the investors have
not provided the correct in-
formation about the re-
ceipt along with their cor-
rect name and address in
the applications. In hun-
dreds of applications, the
mobile numbers and ad-
dresses of the agents are
wrong. According to the in-
formation received from
the district administration
officials, there are about
13,200 investors in Devyani
Chitfund Company. The ad-
ministration has received
Rs 4 crore 14 lakh 92 thou-
sand 500 from this compa-

ny. Now there is a prepara-
tion to give 20 percent
amount to the investors of
this company. According to
the information, an
amount of Rs 6 lakh 45
thousand has been re-
ceived from the attachment
of the assets of Dry India
Company. An amount of
Rs 81 lakh one thousand
was received through auc-
tion of land of Gold-Key
Infraventure (Decid
Benefit Fund Limited) chit
fund company. Similarly,
an amont of Rs 51 lakh 51
thousand has been collect-
ed with sale of the land of
Nirmal Infrahome. Now
applications will be invited
from investors of these
companies.

Devyani Chitfund Co investors 
to get back their amount soon

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2222::  

Bharatiya Janata Party
leader and legislator
Brijmohan Agrawal today hit
back at Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi for his recent state-
ment at a programme in
London. Addressing a press
conference here today
Agrawal made serious allega-
tions against Congress. 

Fragrance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s works is
spreading all over the country
and the world, he said, adding
that BJP’s central government
is doing the work of spreading
fragrance by bringing out the

best schemes for the common
man while Congress is a rot in
itself. The people of the coun-
try wiped out the Congress
because of rot in it. People of
Congress are doing the work
of spreading stench, he
alleged.

He said that ‘self-pro-
claimed’ leader of Congress,
Rahul Gandhi was giving
wrong statements against the
government of India in foreign
soil. Now people make fun of
the words of the so called
Congress leader, he said
adding that he considered
Rahul Gandhi’s statement dur-
ing his foreign visit as an
insult to democracy. Rahul
Gandhi was giving statement
against government which
was elected with a majority by
the people of the country and
which was accepted by the
people in the recent elections
in 4 states whereas Congress

was rejected everywhere, he
said. Referring to results of
assembly elections held
recently in four states,
Agrawal tried to prove that
people want only BJP. In 4
states, the public has reposed
faith in the BJP and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, he
said, adding that Congress
lost its deposit in 387 out of
399 seats in Uttar Pradesh. No
one in the country listens to
Rahul Gandhi, so he goes
abroad and talks like this, he
said. Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi had said that BJP has
sprinkled kerosene all over the
country and a single spark can
start a fire. Rahul Gandhi said
that the situation in the coun-
try is not good. PM Modi does
not listen to anyone. Efforts
are being made to suppress
the voice of the people in the
country. Rahul Gandhi also
targeted the central govern-

ment on the China issue.
Rahul Gandhi said that the

Chinese army has entered
Ladakh. Rahul Gandhi also
linked the LAC dispute to the
Russo-Ukraine war. Rahul
Gandhi was speaking at the
‘Ideas for India’ program at
Cambridge University,
London. Agrawal said that
Center charges a fixed excise
duty on the prices of petrol
but VAT increases according
to the price of petrol in
Chhattisgarh. VAT increases
as the price increases.
Because of this people are
getting expensive petrol and
Congress is the reason for
inflation in Chhattisgarh. 

Public should be given relief
by reducing VAT in the state,
he said and warned that if this
does not happen then BJP will
come to the streets to fight for
the rights of the people as
usual.

Central govt brings out best schemes for common people: Brijmohan

 Says fragrance 
of Modi’s works is
spreading all over
while Congress is
spreading stench 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2222:: The Chhattisgarh

government is delivering 5 to 6

folds more welfare to the state’s

farmers every year through Rajiv

Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana than the

amount received under the Prime

Minister’s Samman Nidhi. Today,

on the occasion of the death

anniversary of former Prime

Minister Bharat Ratna Late Rajiv

Gandhi, the amount of the first

instalment released by the

Chhattisgarh government to the

state’s farmers which is Rs.2100

more than the Prime Minister’s

Samman Nidhi received by the

farmers of Chhattisgarh in a year.

Under the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay

Yojana of the state government,

input assistance amounting

Rs.1720 crore 11 lakh has been

released to 22 lakh 57 thousand 882

farmers of the state, with an aver-

age of Rs.7518 per farmer. While

under the Prime Minister’s

Samman Nidhi Scheme, state’s

farmers will get only Rs.5403  per

farmer this year. Under Rajiv

Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana, this year

about Rs.6900 crore will be paid to

the farmers in the form of input

assistance. If this entire amount is

compared with the amount of

Prime Minister Kisan Samman

Nidhi, then on an average, 5 to 6

times more amount is being given

to the farmers by the Chhattisgarh

government. In Chhattisgarh state,

during the Kharif marketing year

2019-20, average input assistance

of Rs.30,526 was given per farmer

under the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay

Yojana, while the farmers of the

state got only Rs.4882 on an aver-

age in the form of Pradhan Mantri

Samman Nidhi. If we compare, the

amount given by the Government

of Chhattisgarh is almost 6 times

more than the amount received

under Prime Minister Kisan

Samman Nidhi. 

‘Ch’garh govt is delivering more 
welfare to state’s farmers than the Centre’
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CLEANING OF POND

Mayor Ejaz Dhebar along with other workers carried out cleaning of pond on occasion of International Bio-diversity
Day here on Sunday.

Raipur, May 22: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel in presence of
farmers inaugurated the
State Level Photo
Exhibition showing the
progress of development
work in Chhattisgarh and
various achievements of
the government in the last
three and half years dedi-
cated to people’s welfare at
Science College
Auditorium, Raipur. This
photo exhibition has been
organized by the Public
Relations Department. On
the death anniversary of
former Prime Minister
Bharat Ratna Late
Mr.Rajiv Gandhi, this
photo exhibition will be
open to the general public
for the next one month and
the exhibition will focus
on ‘Priority Schemes’ of
state government.

Baghel paid floral trib-
ute to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi at
the exhibition site. He also
visited the exhibition thor-
oughly and carefully ob-
served the pictures of the
implementation of differ-
ent schemes at the field
level. He took the informa-

tion and feedback from the
departmental officers
about the Shri Dhanwantri
Generic Medical Store
Scheme and
Mukhyamantri Slum
Health Scheme. Along
with the Chief Minister,
MLA Anita Yogendra
Sharma and Chairman of
Raipur District Co-opera-
tive Central Bank Pankaj
Sharma also visited the ex-
hibition. The photo exhibi-
tion has attractive photo-
graphs and films related to

different segments of the
schemes of different dis-
tricts and their beneficiar-
ies which is organized by
the Public Relations
Department at the DDU
Auditorium of Science
College campus. The prior-
ity schemes on which this
exhibition has a focus in-
clude Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana, Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Chief
Minister Urban Slum
Health Scheme, Dai-Didi
Clinic Yoajan,

Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazar Clinic Yojana,
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan, Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School Scheme,
Narva, Garwa, Ghurwa
and Bari, Implementation
of Forest Rights Act,
Forest Produce Collection,
Chief Minister’s
Plantation Promotion
Scheme, Rajiv Gandhi
Gramin Bhoomiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana, Chhattisgarh
Employment Mission,
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
Yojna, Shri Dhanwantri
Generic Medical Store
Scheme, Mukhyamantri
Mitan Yojana, Ram Van
Gaman Tourist Circuit etc.

The photo exhibition
also has a segment dedicat-
ed to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi
which will show his per-
sonality and work through
photographs, newspaper
clippings and films.
Glimpses of important
construction work done in
the state in the last three
and a half years have also
been shown here. On the
occasion of the inaugura-
tion of the photo exhibi-
tion, the Director of Public
Relations Department
Saumil Ranjan Choubey,
Additional Directors JL
Dariyo, Umesh Mishra,
Sanjeev Tiwari, depart-
mental officers and people
were present.

Baghel inaugurates state level photo
exhibition in presence of farmers

 Photo exhibition 

organised by PR

Department on progress

of development works

undertaken in Ch’garh in

last three and a half years

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2222:: Bharat
Sevashram Sangha—Raipur
is observing the birth cente-
nary of Srimat Swami
Buddhananda Maharaj at its
Bharat Sevashram
Sangha,VIP Road premises
Raipur on May 23, 2022.
On the eve of that auspi-
cious life time occasion
Rajat Kumar Banerjee paid

his reverence to Swami
Buddhananda Moharaj,- a
man with vision and mission
who served his entire life in
the service of distressed
humanity and in spreading
teaching and of Sri Guru
Moharaj and Man making
education with zeal and
zest. He mentioned that
Swamijee was General

Secretary of the Bharat
Sevashram Sangha. He did
many numerous philan-
thropic job He was founder
of BSS Pranavananda
Academy. Banerjee hoped
that his deeds will enlighten
all so that everyone can
become a good human and
above all worth citizen of
Mother India.

BSS to observe birth centenary of Swami Buddhananda

Raipur, May 22: The pro-
bationer officers of the
Indian Administrative
Service (2020) batch of
Chhattisgarh cadre net
Chief Information
Commissioner, M.K. Raut.
He informed the
Probationer IAS officers
that under the Right to
Information Act, the cases
of second appeal and com-
plaint are being heard by
the Chief Information
Commissioner and State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioners through
video conferencing in the
Chhattisgarh State
Information Commission
(CSIC). Raut informed the
probationer officers that
government works, docu-
ments and programs are

being displayed in the de-
partmental website so that
common citizens do not
need to apply under the
Right to Information Act.

Raut said that in demo-
cratic governance, the gov-
ernment and government
machinery should be ac-
countable to the people and
there should be trans-
parency in the implemen-
tation of government ma-
chinery. That is why such a
provision has been made

through the Right to
Information Act, under
which any citizen can get
information regarding the
activities of the public au-
thority. The definition of
public authority is such
that any citizen can get in-
formation not only about
the administrative system.
Rather, it can get informa-
tion in relation to all those
autonomous bodies which
are controlled by public au-
thority or receive financial

assistance of two lakhs or
more from the central or
state government. It has
also been provided in the
Act that if the information
is not provided by the
Public Information Officer
on time to the applicant
concerned, then such offi-
cers are punished by the
State Information
Commission. The Chief
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner gave de-
tailed information about

the sections of the Right to
Information Act through a
power point presentation.
The Chief Information
Commissioner said that
the applicant of the appli-
cation received under the
Right to Information Act
must respond to the infor-
mation sought within the
time-limit and in the event
of providing paid informa-
tion, the calculation of fee
should also be given to the
applicant and the applicant
has to deposit the fee. Only
after that the photocopy of
the desired information is
made available. The name,
designation of the Public
Information Officer should
also be clearly mentioned
while giving information
to the applicant.

Probationer IAS gets familiar with the procedures of CSIC
Raipur, May 22:

Renowned ophthalmol-
ogist and president of
Andhha Shraddha
Nirmoolan Samiti Dr
Dinesh Mishra has
strongly criticized the
death of a rural woman
doubting her as witch-
craft and mentioned that
there is no existence of
black magic and villagers
should not take law in
their hands.

Dr Mishra apprised,
Parmeshwar in village
Dehantola of Kawardha
district believed that
cause of her wife remain-
ing ill is due to a widow
Sakhina Merawi who
lives in his neighborhood.

He thought that Sakhina
practiced black magic
and it led to the death of
his wife. One day
Parmeshwar in fit of
anger killed Sakhina with
a log and set fire to her

body inside the house it-
self. It is said that
Parmeshwar did this act
on the advice of a baiga
who had said that if
Sakhina’s body is not
burnt she will become
ghost.

Dr Mishra advised the
villagers that there is no
existence of ghost or
black magic and they
should not be carried
away by words of witch
doctors or baigas and
commit crime. He added,
if a person falls ill it is
due to some medical prob-
lem and needs treatment
from a registered medical
practitioner rather than
taking the shelter of
baigas or black magic.

‘Blind faith led to murder of woman’
No existence of black magic

Raipur, May 22: Tender
boycott  campaign is going
on in all the construction
departments by
Chhattisgarh Contractor’s
Association. Along with
this, the pace of construc-
tion works in the state is
also slowing down. In view
of this, on the seventh day
of the tender boycott, on
May 20, the Minister of
Public Works Department,
Tamradhwaj Sahu called a
meeting of the office bear-
ers of the Chhattisgarh
Contractor’s Association.

In the meeting various
points were discussed but
no concrete decision was
taken. The State President
of the Association, Viresh
Shukla, said that due to the
severe price hike of con-
struction material, a deci-
sion has been taken to boy-
cott the tender. In the meet-
ing held with PWD
Minister Mr. Sahu, the

problems of the contrac-
tors have been put before
him. He also interacted
with the officers during
the meeting. Along with
this, he has assured to send
forward proposals in re-
spect of various demands
including the difference of
10 years old SOR and mar-
ket price. Along with this,
in the meeting with the

government officials, it
has been assured to dis-
cuss about the solution of
the problem. State
President of Contractor
Association Viresh Shukla
said that  the contractors
are facing severe financial
crisis and for the resolu-
tion of which various
round of meetings is going
on in all the districts along
with boycotting the tender.
In the last 8 days, not a sin-
gle tender is filled, neither
manual nor online. He said
that on May 23, a state-level
meeting of the association
has been called, in which
the further strategy will be
decided.

PWD minister calls meeting 
on the seventh day of tender boycott
 Point-wise detail

discussion held

Raipur, May 22: 

A courtesy call on
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey was held at Raj
Bhavan here  by a delega-
tion led by the chairman
of Chhattisgarh Mitwa
Sankalp Samiti and mem-
ber of the third gender
welfare board, Ms. Vidya
Rajput. Members of the
delegation requested to
provide 2 percent reser-
vation in state govern-
ment jobs for socio-eco-
nomic inclusion of trans-
gender community.
Governor Ms. Uike as-
sured all possible help.
Ms. Rajput apprised the
Governor about the eco-
nomic, social and educa-

tional problems of the
transgender community
and requested her to
solve their problems by
giving a memorandum to
the concerned depart-
ments regarding the ex-
isting schemes for trans-
gender. Along with this, a
request has also been

made to waive off the
loan or interest of the
beneficiary trans women
under the Saksham
scheme of the Women
and Child Development
Department. She said
that after the formation
of third gender welfare
board in Chhattisgarh,

there has been a positive
change in their condi-
tion. Under Section 8 of
the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights)
Act, 2019, she also de-
manded to make separate
schemes for higher edu-
cation, old age pension
and family promotion for
the transgender commu-
nity. Other members of
the delegation Ms.
Raveena Bariha, Ms.
Saburi Yadav, Ms.
Tanushree Sahu, Krishi
Tandi and Papi Devnath
were present on the occa-
sion. The Governor felici-
tated the chairperson of
the delegation, Ms. Vidya
Rajput, with a shawl and
a memento.

Transgender community meets Governor 
Demands 2 per cent reservation in state government jobs 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2222::

Ovarian cancer is one of the
most common cancers in
women, but compared to
breast cancer and cervical can-
cer, there is a lack of aware-
ness regarding it among the
public. According to a survey, a
total of 1.2 million cases of
ovarian cancer were reported
in 2021, resulting in 161,000
deaths due to this dreaded dis-
ease. Currently, about 14,000
cases of the disease are diag-
nosed in India every year.

Dr Diwakar Pandey,
Consultant Senior Surgical
Oncologist, Sanjeevani CBCC
USA Cancer Hospital said with
the aim of spreading awareness
among people about Ovarian
Cancer (Ovarian Cancer) that
this cancer is caused by the

uncontrolled growth of cells in
the ovary. These cancer cells
grow rapidly and take the form
of tumors and start attacking
healthy cells of the body. He
further said that people in the
age group of 40 to 60 are most
likely to get this disease. In the
early stage of ovarian cancer,
its symptoms are not easily vis-
ible, so women mostly ignore
those symptoms. Some com-
mon symptoms of ovarian can-
cer are: bloating or enlarge-
ment, weight loss, feeling full
quickly while eating, pain in the
pelvic area, feeling weak, back
pain, excretion change in habits
(difficulty passing, or frequent
urination). “Some common
symptoms of ovarian cancer
are: bloating or enlargement,
weight loss, feeling full quickly
while eating, pain in the pelvic

area, feeling weak, back pain,
excretion Change in habits (dif-
ficulty passing, or frequent uri-
nation). Adding annual visit to
your doctor and regular ultra-
sound and pelvic examination
should be a part of routine life
after late 30s. “  

Sharing his insights about
preventive measures women
can take to reduce their risk of
ovarian cancer, Dr. Diwakar
advises that there’s currently
no screening test to detect
ovarian cancer at early stage
and the symptoms with which
patients present are normally
associated with other common
conditions. Adding annual visit
to your doctor and regular
ultrasound and pelvic examina-
tion should be a part of routine
life after late 30s.Other option
that women should consider is

taking birth control pills and
determine whether contracep-
tive medications (oral contra-
ceptives) are right for them.
Taking birth control pills can
reduce the risk of ovarian can-
cer. However, these prescrip-
tions have risks, so consider
whether the benefits outweigh
the risks in your particular situ-
ation. After the proper screen-
ing, only a cancer specialist can

tell you the best approach for
your individual situation. That
is why regular screening and
consultation are necessary.
One of the main factors is
genetic and family history. If
you have close family members
who have had ovarian cancer,
you may be at a higher risk of
developing the disease. Being
overweight or obese,
endometriosis, never getting
pregnant, starting the menstru-
al cycle at an early age, or hav-
ing an older age than normal
can increase the risk of ovarian
cancer.

Dr Diwakar Pandey says that
although ovarian cancer is
mostly detected at an
advanced stage, it can be cured
with the right combination of
chemotherapy, surgery and tar-
geted therapy. There are cur-

rently other very promising
modalities for its treatment,
including cytoreductive surgery
and heated intraperitoneal
chemotherapy during surgery.
This combination, although
reserved for a select group of
patients, significantly reduces
the risk of recurrence. Although
this combination is used in a
select patient, it significantly
reduces the chances of the can-
cer coming back. 

He said that the most impor-
tant thing is that even if you are
diagnosed with ovarian cancer,
you should not be afraid, but
contact the doctor immediate-
ly, and consult. Cancer can be
eradicated from the root when
detected early and even in
advanced stages, it can be con-
trolled using state-of-the-art
techniques.

Raipur, May 22: 

On the occasion of Anti-
Terrorism Day on  May
21st, the death anniver-
sary of former Prime
Minister Late Rajiv
Gandhi, the officers and
employees of the State
Election Commission of-
fice took an anti-terrorism
oath at 11:00 am. The offi-

cials and employees took
the , the oathto stay away
from the path of violence
and terrorism on May 21.
On this occasion, Deputy
Secretary of the
Commission, Mrs. Ankita
Garg, Under Secretary Mr.
Alok Srivastava, Mr.
Pranay Verma and other
officers and employees
were present.

Anti-terror oath taken in
State Election Commission

Currently no screening test to detect ovarian cancer at early stage: Dr Diwakar



Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 22: The
government officers and
employees from the
Collectorate were adminis-
tered pledge to strongly
protest against terrorism
and violence. It is notable
here that on occasion of
'Anti-Terrorism Day' on

May 21, since it happens to
be a holiday, therefore the
officers and employees
were administered
pledge against terrorism
and violence here on
Friday at 11:00 am.

In the Divisional
Commissioner's office,
the Dy. Commissioner
BS Sidar and in the
Collector's office- Joint
Collector Gokul Rawate
administered oath to the
officers and employees

at 'Prerna Bhavan'. On this
occasion the officers and
employees took a pledge to
ensure peace, social har-
mony between all the
castes and religious and
sections of the society and
to strongly protest against
the forces posting threat to
human values. During this
Jt. Collector Narendra
Paikra, Dy. Comm.
Madhuri Som and other
officers and employees
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Takathpur, May 22: An
important meeting related
to organisational issues of
BJP was held here on
Friday and in this discus-
sions were held on works
by the 'Karya Vistaraks' in
the 'Shakti Kendras' and
about religious conversion.

In this meeting RSS
Chief Abhyagat District of-
fice bearer Pradeep
Sharma said that in the
name of religious conver-
sion, the people are being
taught about becoming

anti-national. It is by show-
ing fear of social boycott
and it is by preparing at-
mosphere in the present-
day peaceful context, an at-
tempt is being made to take
people away from the
mainstream of the society
and to which the BJP has
to stop at any cost.

State Women's
Commission former
Chairperson Harshita
Pandey said that in order
to make the Constitution
supreme, compliance of
Constitutional laws and act
should is mandatory. She

urged the 'Karya Vistaraks'
to give information about
the central schemes in de-
tails to various beneficiar-
ies.

The Legal Advisor
Dilman Rati Minj infor-
md that in 1991 the provi-
sion made in the National
Act 1991 for religious con-
version are incomplete
and held the need for
making amendments into
it. BJP district president
Ramdev Kumavat asked
the 'Karya Vistaraks' to
honestly adhere to the
progamme fixed by the or-

ganisation.
In the beginning of the

programme, Bharat Mata,
photos of BJP's ideals and
founder members were
garlanded. In the meeting
of the organisation relat-
ed to religious conversion
and patriotism held at the
Kaushik's residence, the
office bearers from all
four 'Mandals' of BJP viz.
Takathpur, Ganiyari,
Sakri, Vijaypur, all the
morcha, mahila morcha,
Yuva Morcha office bear-
ers were present in large
number.

One-day NIC visit organized at CU  
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 22: A one-
day visit was jointly organ-
ized by the Department of
Information Technology
and Industry-Institute
Interaction Cell (II) of
Guru Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh.

Under the same, B.Tech
(IT) sixth semester stu-
dents were taken to
National Informatics
Center (NIC), Naya Raipur.
It was proposed and organ-
ized by Dr. Rohit Raja
Associate Professor and
Head, of IT Department.
The tour was led by
Ravikant Sahu (Senior
Network Engineer) who
guided the students
through the working of dif-
ferent components with
live demonstrations, ex-

plaining the techniques be-
hind each of them. The stu-
dents visited various de-
partments of NIC like

Power Backup Room,
Network Management
Room, Server Room and
Data Center etc. and under-

stood their working proce-
dures.

NIC conducted two dif-
ferent interactive sessions

to give insights to the stu-
dents. The first session was
led by Ravikant Sahoo
(Senior Network Engineer)
who provided information
on how video conferencing
is being done globally with
IP addresses.

Dr AK Hota (SIO & DDG
NIC), AK Som Shekhar
(Senior Technical
Director) and Surendra
Agarwal (Technical
Director NIC) joined the
second session and made
the students aware about
the functions of NIC, its vi-
sion and key technologies.
He exhorted the students
by saying that "there is
enough employment in the
country but the students
who lag behind are the in-
demand skills of the indus-
try" and asked the students
to work on their skills.

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, May
22: Based upon com-
plaints about lack of
supply of gas cyliders to
consumers in the dis-
trict, it was as per in-
structions from the
Collector Nileshwar
Kshirsagar that a team
of food officers viz. Asst.
Food Officer Harish
Soneshwari, Food
Inspector Sushila Gabel
conducted raid against
M/s Ashok HP Gas
Agency on May in
Saraipali.

In the physical inspec-
tion conducted, there
was difference found in

the stocks registered in
the register and the ac-
tual stock in the
godown. Based upon
this, a total of 253 filled
Domestic LPG cylinders
of (14.2 kg); 387 empty
cylinders; filled 26
pieces of commercial
gas cylinders (19 kg) and
empty 125 cylinders and
small filled 28 gas cylin-
ders (5 Kg) and 125
empty gas cylinders
were seized.

The above action was
taken under Petroleum
Gas (Supply &
Distribution Act) 2000
and it is a punishable of-
fence under Essential
Commodities Act 1955.

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 22: A se-
curity lapse has been re-
ported, for the assistance of
Bastar MP Deepak Baij,
who is in the region to at-
tend the Chief Minister's
programme in Sukma. It is
to be known that on
Wednesday Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel's visited
Sukma.

Before leaving for
Lohandiguda- Dantewada-
Sukma, the MP's convoy
personnel's dully informed
the Sukma Superintendent
of Police and the con-
cerned Intelligence
Bureau and Protocol
Officer a day before. But as
they reached Dantewada
from Lohandiguda, the se-

curity arrangements of
Dantewada police were
fine, but as soon as they
reached the border of
Sukma district to attend
the scheduled program,
there was no ROP on 
the roads.

There was no facility

nor was he given follow pi-
loting. In such a situation,
there was a big lapse in the
security of the MP of a
sensitive parliamentary
constituency who has "Z
plus" security. Thereafter
the concerned officials
and authorities have ten-
dered their apology to the
MP over the lapse.

Meanwhile the MP has
condemned the incident
and said that since the
lapse in the security of
any public representatives
in a sensitive area like
Bastar can lead to any ac-
cident, as the Congress
party has lost its big lead-
ers and said that such a
lapse will not be tolerated,
and it should be seriously
investigated.

Tuskers trample to death man,
minor daughter inside house

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, May 22: A 25-
year-old man and his
minor daughter were
killed when an elephant
attacked their house in
Koriya district, a forest of-
ficial said on Sunday.

The incident took place
on Saturday night in
Belgaon village under
Manendragarh forest
range when a wild tusker
entered the under-con-
struction house of Gulab
Singh Gond and trampled
him and his 6-year-old
daughter Shanu to death,
said Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO) Loknath
Patel.

"Gond's wife Sunita
managed to escape. The
elephants destroyed the

u n d e r - c o n s t r u c t i o n
house, and were finally
driven away by neigh-
bours and a forest team
that arrived there. The
pachyderms had come
from Madhya Pradesh
and have returned," he
said.

"The forest department
had alerted villagers
about the movement of a
herd of 10 elephants
through loudspeakers, but
the family of the deceased
couldn't get information
as their house is located
in the jungle," Patel
added.

The kin of the deceased
were provided immediate
aid of Rs 25,000 each,
while the remaining com-
pensation will be dis-
bursed on completion of

necessary formalities, the
official said.

The Surguja division,
comprising Surguja,
Jashpur, Koriya,
Balrampur and Surajpur
districts as well as areas

in Korba and Raigarh of
Bilaspurt division have
been witnessing such ele-
phant-human conflicts for
years, leading to several
deaths and damage to
property.

Lakhma provides financial 
assistance to families of the victims 

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 22: State
Industries Minister Kawasi
Lakhma on Sunday provided
financial assistance to the
families of victims of arson
in the year 2011 at
Timmapuram and Tadmetla
in Sukma district. He pre-
sented a cheque of Rs 2 lakh
each to 60 victims of
Tadmetla and 3 victims of
Timmapuram in a general
meeting held at Dornapal.

During this, District
Panchayat President Harish
Kawasi, Sukma
Municipality President
Jagannath Sahu, Dornapal
Nagar Panchayat President
Smt. Babita Madvi and other

public representatives were
present.

150 villagers of Errabor
got forest rights certificate

In the general meeting
held at Dornapal, Minister
Lakhma presented forest
rights recognition certifi-
cate to 150 villagers of
Errabor. Addressing the
gathering on this occasion,
he said that education has

an important place in the
development of Sukma dis-
trict. Educated youth are
the future builders of any
area, with the aim of ensur-
ing quality education to all
the children, schools,
ashram schools, which were
closed during Salwa Judum,
are being restarted in the
district.

In order to provide eco-

nomic strength to those
earning income from forest
based activities, more
minor forest produce is
being procured by the gov-
ernment at the minimum
support price, the remuner-
ation rate for tendu leaf col-
lection has been increased.
Along with this, in view of
the problem of tendu leaf
collectors, remuneration is
being paid in cash in Sukma
district.

He said that under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the government is giving
priority to tribal develop-
ment, empowerment of vil-
lagers and self-reliance of
women. For which many
schemes are being operated,
and thousands of villagers
are benefiting from them.

p To protest against ter-

rorism and violence
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p Of Tadmetla fire

The incident took place on Saturday night in
Belgaon village under Manendragarh forest range
when a wild tusker entered the under-construction
house of Gulab Singh Gond and trampled him and
his 6-year-old daughter Shanu to death. Gond's wife
Sunita managed to escape. The elephants destroyed
the under-construction house, and were finally driv-
en away by neighbours and a forest team that arrived
there. The pachyderms had come from Madhya
Pradesh and have returned. The kin of the deceased
were provided immediate aid of Rs 25,000 each, while
the remaining compensation will be disbursed on
completion of necessary formalities.

About the incident

Security lapse in assisting
of Bastar MP Deepak Baij

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 22: Dr
Dhanjay Gopal, Associate
Professor, Department of
Mathematics, Central
University Bilaspur, has
been selected by the
Department of
Mathematics, Gian
University, Spain, as Guest
Professor for the spring se-
mester of 2023 for 6 months.

His selection will pro-
mote research and academ-
ic collaboration between
the two universities. It will
be very useful, especially
for the Center of Excellence
based on Nonlinear
Analysis and Computing

under the University.
Applications were invited
by Gian University, Spain in
February 2022 for the posts
of 06 Visiting Professors for
various departments glob-
ally. The main criteria for
selection was the world
class research work of the
applicants, 10 years of

teaching experience and re-
search project proposal to
be implemented in the in-
tended session. The tenure
of the selected visiting pro-
fessor will be from January
2023 to June 2023. During
this, his responsibility will
be to promote research and
teaching work.

DeepakBaij

Dr Dhanjay Gopal selected
as visiting professor

At Spanish University 

Filled and empty gas
cylinders seized 

From M/s Ashok HP Gas Agency, Saraipali

Constitutional laws should be
complied with: Sharma

Meeting of BJP held related to religious conversion and review of ‘Karya Vistarak’

Officers, employees administered pledge 

One dies, there other seriously injured
Balod, May 22: In a major road accident on Thursday night ner Mankunwar
Chowk under Doundi thana, a high-speed car dashed against parked truck and in
this 10 yr old boy died on the spot and three others got seriously injured. A family
from Bital village of Doundi block were returning from some family programme
on Thursday night when their car dashed against a parked truck near Mankunwar
chowk. In this car, a mother, her 10 yr old child and two others were travelling. The
child died on the spot and three others got seriously injured and after primary
treatment at Dalli-Rajhara Shaheed Haspatal they were referred to Bhilai.

Father of innocent child is CRPF jawan:
As per the information provided to Doundi thana, it was learnt that the car bear-

ing No. CG 24 P 2138 was coming from Bhanupratapur side from some marriage
programme. During this the car became unbalanced and dashed against a parked
truck near Patel Dabha near Mankunwar Chowk.

RUSH FOR PETROL

People get their vehicles filled with fuel at a petrol pump in Gurugram, Sunday. The central government reduced
excise duty on petrol by Rs 8 per litre and on diesel by Rs 6 per litre, on Saturday. 

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

Governor of West Bengal Jagdeep Dhankhar with his wife Sudesh Dhankhar pays tribute to Raja Ram Mohan Roy
on his 250th birth anniversary, in Kolkata, Sunday.
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Pak national
arrested 
 Jammu: A 21-year-old

Pakistani national was
arrested when he in-
truded into the Indian
territory from across
the International
Border (IB) here, offi-
cials said on Sunday.
Saber Nawaz, a resi-
dent of Malik Chak,
crossed into Akhnoor
sector in the outskirts
of Jammu on Saturday
and was noticed by the
alert Indian army
guarding the border,
the officials said. They
said Nawaz was chal-
lenged and subse-
quently taken into cus-
tody. He was handed
over to Khour Police
station on Sunday for
interrogation,
the officials said.

Road accident
 Siddharthnagar (UP):

An SUV carrying a
marriage party
rammed into a sta-
tionary truck here,
leaving seven people
dead, police said on
Sunday. The incident
occurred on Saturday
night near Katya vil-
lage in Jogia Udaypur
area. The SUV was
carrying 11 people.
While four people died
on the spot, others
were rushed to a hos-
pital, where three
more died. Those
killed were identified
as Sachin Pal (16),
Mukesh Pal (35),
Lalaram Paswan (26),
Shiv Sagar (18), Ravi
Paswan (19), Pintu
Gupta (25) and driver
Gaurav Maurya (22),
police said.

Fire in pharma
factory
 Ahmedabad: A major

fire broke out in a
drug manufacturing
factory in Gujarat’s
Gandhinagar district
on Sunday, officials
said. There was no re-
port of any casualty
so far, they said. The
blaze erupted in the
pharmaceutical unit
located in Kalol indus-
trial area, an official
from the fire depart-
ment in Gandhinagar
said. A call was re-
ceived about the blaze
around 9 am and five
fire tenders were
rushed there immedi-
ately, the official said.

Woman dies
 New Delhi: A 45-year-

old woman died and
her son sustained se-
vere injuries after
their Scorpio car col-
lided with the divider
at Satyawati flyover on
early Sunday morn-
ing, police said.
Poonam Bhatia suc-
cumbed to her injuries
while her son, Vats, 21,
is still under treat-
ment at Deep Chand
Bandhu Hospital, they
said. The accident
took place when the
mother and son, both
residents of Ashok
Vihar in Northwest
Delhi, were returning
home after attending a
function, police said.

Steel dome 
collapses
 Shillong: A portion of

the newly constructed
Meghalaya Legislative
Assembly building col-
lapsed but there were
no reported injury, of-
ficials said on Sunday.
The 70 tonne dome of
the Rs 177.7 crore
building constructed
by a UP-based UPN-
RNNL collapsed at
around 12:30 am last
night, they said.
According to an
Executive Engineer of
PWD (Building) over-
seeing the construc-
tions, the collapse
could have been trig-
gered by a design fault.

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

The second in-person
Quad Leaders’ Summit in
Japan will provide an op-
portunity for leaders of
four countries to review
the progress of the group-
ing’s initiatives and ex-
change views on develop-
ments in the Indo-Pacific
as well as on global issues
of mutual interest, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Sunday.

In his departure state-
ment ahead of his visit to
Japan from May 23-24,
Modi said during his visit
he will also hold a bilater-
al meeting with US
President Joe Biden,
where they will discuss
further consolidation of
the multi-faceted bilateral
relations.

“We will also continue
our dialogue on regional
developments and con-
temporary global issues,”
he said. Modi said he will
be visiting Tokyo at the

invitation of his Japanese
counterpart Fumio
Kishida, and noted that in
March 2022, he had hosted
Kishida for the 14th India-
Japan Annual Summit.

“During my visit to
Tokyo, I look forward to
continuing our conversa-
tion further, with an aim
to strengthen the India-
Japan Special Strategic
and Global Partnership,”
he said. In Japan, Modi
said, he will also partici-
pate in the second in-per-
son Quad Leaders’

Summit, which will pro-
vide an opportunity for
the leaders of the four
Quad countries to review
the progress of initiatives
taken by the grouping.
“We will also exchange
views about developments
in the Indo-Pacific region
and global issues of mutu-
al interest,” Modi said.

The Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue com-
prises India, the US,
Japan and Australia.
Modi also noted that the
newly-elected Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese will be joining
the Quad Leaders’
Summit for the first time.

“I look forward to a bi-
lateral meeting with him
during which the multi-
faceted cooperation be-
tween India and Australia
under the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership,
and regional and global is-
sues of mutual interest
will be discussed,” Modi
said.

Quad Summit opportunity to review
initiatives’ progress: PM Modi

Lucknow, May 22 (PTI):

Azam Khan and Shivpal
Yadav on Sunday skipped
the Samajwadi Party
MLAs meeting called by
party Chief Akhilesh
Yadav ahead of the assem-
bly session.

Khan, who was recently
released from Sitapur Jail,
is in Rampur and could
not attend the meeting due
to health reasons, SP lead-
ers said. However, in
Rampur, Khan was seen
visiting the district jail
with his son Abdullah
Azam to meet his support-
ers lodged there in various
cases.

Besides Khan, his son
Abdullah and Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party Lohia
(PSPL) chief, who is SP
MLA from Jaswant Nagar
(Etawah), also did not turn
up for the meeting at SP
headquarter here.

“Both Azam Khan and
his son Abdullah will be
attending the session to-
morrow. Azam will sit on
left of Akhilesh Yadav and
will raise issues regarding
the BJP government,” SP
MLA Ravidas Mehrotra
said, adding that Khan
could not attend the meet-
ing due to health reasons.

He said Khan will first
take oath and then attend
the assembly session on
Monday. Azam Khan had

88 cases, including that of
land grabbing, registered
against him in Rampur
and was released on May
20 from Sitaupr Jail after
the Supreme Court grant-
ed him interim bail in a
cheating case.

Khan’s media in-charge
Fasahat Ali Khan had ac-
cused Akhilesh Yadav of
ignoring his colleague
while he was in jail and
also the Muslim communi-
ty, sparking speculations

about a rift in the party.
Fasahat Ali Khan had al-
leged that Akhilesh Yadav
met Azam Khan only once
in the jail and the party
made no attempt for his re-
lease in the past two-and-a-
half years.

Rumours about Azam
Khan’s unhappiness with
the Samajwadi Party lead-
ership were bolstered
when he did not meet
Ravidas Mehrotra in jail,
but a day later, met
Congress leader Pramod
Krishnam there.

About absence of
Shivpal Yadav, Mehrotra
said, “Though he won on
the SP election symbol (bi-
cycle), he is head of a
party. Earlier also he had
not attended a meeting.”

At the meeting,
Akhilesh Yadav gave tips
to the party legislators and
asked them to raise issues
of public interest.

Azam Khan, Shivpal skip SP MLAs meet
Bhopal, May 22 (PTI):

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Sunday
claimed Rahul Gandhi was
the country’s “most failed,
desperate, frustrated and
hopeless leader” and that
since nobody listens to the
Congress MP in India, he
vents out his frustration
abroad.

Chouhan was reacting
to Gandhi’s remarks at a
conference in London
where the latter recently
accused the the BJP of
spreading “kerosene all
over the country” and said
“you need one spark and
we will be in big trouble”.

Rahul Gandhi is the
country’s most unsuccess-
ful, frustrated and hope-
less leader. No patriotic
leader makes anti-national
statements like Rahul

Gandhi does while visiting
the foreign soil. No one in
the country now listens to
him, so he is venting out
his frustration abroad,
Chouhan said in a state-
ment on Twitter. Rahul
Gandhi has raised a ques-
tion mark on his patriot-
ism and loyalty to the na-
tion by making such re-
marks, the chief minister
said. “We have never criti-
cised the country on for-

eign soil, but what else can
be expected from a frus-
trated, desperate and hope-
less person? he further
said. It is surprising that
some Congress leaders are
running a campaign to
make Rahul Gandhi as the
party president, Chouhan
said, adding that only God
can then save the
Congress.

The senior BJP leader
also said he had visited the
US when Dr Manmohan
Singh was India’s prime
minister. Journalists in
the US had asked me a
question if the then Prime
Minister Manmohan
Singh ji was an
‘Underachiever’? I had
replied that he is the prime
minister of India and not
of the Congress and the
country’s PM can never be
an Underachiever,”
Chouhan tweeted.

No one in country listens to Rahul Gandhi, so he’s 
venting out frustration on foreign soil: MP CM Chouhan

Namsai (Arunachal
Pradesh), May 22 (PTI):
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday
claimed that the BJP has
ended the “culture of cor-
ruption” in the Northeast
and funds meant for devel-
opment work now get per-
colated to the last man,
while middlemen si-
phoned off most of the
amount during Congress
rule.

He alleged that the re-
gion had remained neg-
lected during 50 years of
Congress rule and assert-
ed that it came on the fast
track of development only
after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi came to
power in 2014.

Addressing a public
rally in Namsai district,
Shah lashed out at the
Congress for questioning
Modi on what he did for
the region, saying that the

grand old party won’t be
able to see development if
it keeps its eyes closed.

“Rahul Gandhi, open
your eyes and discard
Italian glasses and wear
Indian ones. Then only,
you could see what devel-
opment Modi has brought
to the region, which your
party failed to do in 50
years,” he said.

“Development funds for
the region were siphoned
off by middlemen during
the Congress rule. But

with the NDA under the
leadership of PM Modi
coming to power in 2014,
the culture of corruption
has ended and every single
penny is being utilised
with utter transparency.
The prime minister has
ensured that development
funds get percolated down
to the last man,” Shah
said. He claimed that the
Northeast was earlier
known for militancy due
to faulty policies of the
previous government but
now peace prevails as the
Centre has signed peace
deals with most of the in-
surgent outfits.

“As many as 9,600 mili-
tants in the region have
surrendered and joined
the mainstream in the last
eight years. Youths of the
Northeast are no longer
interested in gun culture
and are now launching
start-ups.

BJP ended ‘culture of corruption’ in NE: Shah

Sangrur, May 22 (PTI):

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Sunday led a bicycle rally
on drug awareness here
and said that his govern-
ment was working on mul-
tiple plans to eradicate
drugs from the society.

More than 15,000 cyclists
took part in the rally, ac-
cording to the govern-
ment. Addressing the
gathering after flagging it
off, the chief minister
said, Sangrur is the land of
revolutionaries and today
the people of Sangrur
have once again gathered
for a noble cause.

He said the aim of this
rally is to create a mass
awareness against the
drug menace and wean the
youths, who became its
victim, away from it, ac-
cording to an official press

release. Using the adage
‘an idle brain is a devil’s
workshop’, Mann said that
with more employment
opportunities, there will
be no space for drugs in
the society.

Our social bond is so
strong that any seed could
germinate on the land of
Punjab but never the seed
of hatred. And when our
health and mind are fit, we
will together put the state
on a high growth trajecto-
ry, the CM said.

CM leads bicycle rally on
drug awareness in Sangrur

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2222  ((PPTTII))::

The Centre has constituted a
committee of 3 independent
experts to investigate the rea-
sons for recent collapse of a
part of under-construction tun-
nel in Ramban on Jammu-
Srinagar highway and suggest
remedial measures.

State-owned National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) has already initiated
process to handle such emer-
gency situation and also taking
all possible measures to avoid
such incidents in future, an
official statement said on
Sunday.

“ A committee of 3 inde-
pendent eminent experts has
been constituted by the central
government which has already
moved to the site to investigate
the reasons for slide/collapse
and remedial measures there-

of... Further action will be
taken based on report of com-
mittee,” it said. According to
the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways (MoRTH) office
order, Professor J T Sahu of IIT
Delhi will be the chairman of
the committee, and it will sub-
mit the report to the ministry
within 10 days.

According to the official
statement, the stretch
between Digdole and Khooni
Nallah of Ramban Banihal sec-
tion is prone to frequent land-
slide and shooting stones due
to fragile geology. Considering
the strategic importance of
maintaining all- weather con-
nectivity to Srinagar and after
assessing the challenges in
ensuring stability of hill slopes
on existing alignment, tunnels,
viaducts are proposed under 3
packages in Ramban-Banihal
section, it said.

Centre forms 3-member
panel to investigate

Ramban tunnel collapse

Kolkata, May 22 (PTI):

The CBI has filed an FIR
against five members of
an advisory panel of the
West Bengal School
Service Commission in
connection with its probe
into alleged irregularities
in recruitment to Group C
posts in state government-
aided schools, an official
said on Sunday. The cen-
tral agency named the ad-
visory committee’s former
chairman Shanti Prasad
Sinha, SSC’s ex-chairman
Soumitra Sarkar, commis-
sion’s former secretary
Ashok Kumar Saha and its
ex-programming officer
Samarjit Acharya in the
FIR. It also mentioned
Kalyanmoy Ganguly, the
president of the West
Bengal Board of
Secondary Education in
the first information re-

port. The CBI slapped
charges of criminal con-
spiracy, cheating and for-
gery against them, the offi-
cial said. The agency has
asked the five officials to
submit “details of their
bank balance and income
tax returns as well as de-
tails of properties they
have purchased in the
names of other people”,
the agency official said.

In its FIR, the central
agency also mentioned
that the SSC advisory
panel was formed “on the
insistence” of the then ed-
ucation minister Partha
Chatterjee, he said. The de-
velopment came after state
minister Paresh Adhikari
was interrogated for the
third consecutive day on
Saturday on the ‘illegal”
appointment of his daugh-
ter as a teacher in a gov-
ernment-aided school.

Recruitment scam in Bengal schools:

CBI registers FIR against five officials

There is no Shivling

inside Gyanvyapi

mosque: SP lawmaker

LLuucckknnooww,,  MMaayy  2222  ((PPTTII))::
Samajwadi Party MP Shafiqur
Rahman Barq on Sunday
claimed that there was no
Shivling’ in Gyanvapi mosque
in Varanasi and the word was
spread about it to stoke senti-
ments for the upcoming 2024
parliamentary elections.

“All these circumstances are
being created due to 2024
elections. If you go into the
history there was no ‘Shivling’
and nothing else in the
Gyanvapi mosque. All this is
wrong,” Barq, an MP from
Sambhal, told reporters out-
side the Samajwadi Party
office. Barq was here to meet
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav.

On Ayodhya, Barq said,
“Though a Ram temple is
being constructed, I still say
that there is a mosque
there”.”Ye takat ke bal-boote
pe ho raha” (This is purely a
display of power).” “We are
being targeted. 
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YOUNG PIONEERS

Children attend an official initiation ceremony for the youth organisation ‘Young Pioneers’, on Red Square in
Moscow on May 21, 2022. The Vladimir Lenin All-Union Pioneer Organisation, known as the Young Pioneers, was

founded on May 19, 1922 and celebrates its 100th anniversary this year.

PROTECTS

Protesters hold a Republican flag during an anti-monarchy demonstration in Madrid on May 22 coinciding with the 
return to Spain of former king Juan Carlos I. Spain’s former king attended a regatta in the northwestern Galicia region
this weekend on a controversial first trip home after nearly two years in exile following a string of financial scandals. 

BRIEF
New maps 

New York: Democrats
in New York will face
new challenges from
Republicans and be
drawn into interparty
battles under new re-
districting maps re-
leased late Friday. A
rural judge approved
the maps that will re-
place earlier maps that
courts found violated
the state’s Constitution
and set political dis-
trict boundaries in
New York over the
next decade, giving
Democrats less of an
edge in their quest for
control of the U.S.
House than they origi-
nally hoped.

One killed
Los Angeles: One
man was killed and
eight people were
wounded during an
overnight shooting at
a party that drew
about 100 people to a
Southern California
hookah lounge, police
said Saturday. San
Bernardino police of-
ficers dispatched late
Friday found a man
shot in the parking lot
outside the strip mall
lounge, where the
party had been adver-
tised on social media
in the city east of Los
Angeles, Sgt. Equino
Thomas said. The
man, Allen Gresham,
20, was pronounced
dead at the scene, a po-
lice statement said.

Abortion laws 
Benin (Nigeria): The
word abortion is used
to describe two types
of pregnancies that
end before 20 weeks,
which is now regard-
ed as the age of viabil-
ity of a pregnancy.
Spontaneous abortion
occurs without an in-
tention by the woman
to stop the pregnancy,
it is pregnancy loss
before 20 weeks of
gestational age.
Induced abortion is
the deliberate termi-
nation of a pregnancy
because it is unwant-
ed. About 10 per cent
to 20 per cent of all
pregnancies in
Nigeria end in sponta-
neous abortion.

Scotland Yard
London: Two
teenagers, including a
girl, have been arrest-
ed on suspicion of ter-
rorism offences as
part of an ongoing in-
vestigation linked to
Islamist extremism,
Scotland Yard said
here on Sunday. The
arrest of an 18-year-
old man in Essex,
near London, was
made on suspicion of
encouraging terror-
ism contrary to
Section 1 of the UK
Terrorism Act 2006
(TACT) and a 17-year-
old girl was arrested
at an address in east
London as part of the
same investigation.

Police open fire 
Zagreb: Croatian po-
lice opened fire with
live ammunition dur-
ing clashes on a high-
way with hundreds of
soccer fans returning
from a match in the
capital, authorities
said. Two fans and
about a dozen police
officers were injured.
The violence late
Saturday happened
when a convoy of
buses was transport-
ing Hajduk Split fans
under police escort
after the team lost a
match to league rival
Dinamo Zagreb. The
buses stopped and a
group of fans turned
against officers, police
said in a statement.
The Hajduk fans
blocked the highway
and ignored police or-
ders to disperse, the
statement added.

Islamabad, May 22 (PTI):

Pakistan’s ousted prime
minister Imran Khan has
once again praised India
for reducing fuel prices
with the help of “dis-
counted oil” from Russia,
saying this is what his
government was working
to achieve with the help of
an “independent foreign
policy.”

The Indian government
on Saturday cut excise
duty on petrol by a record
Rs 8 per litre and that on
diesel by Rs 6 per litre to
give relief to consumers
battered by high fuel
prices that have also
pushed inflation to a
record high.

It also decided to give
Rs 200 per cylinder sub-
sidy to Ujjwala Yojana
beneficiaries for 12 cylin-
ders in a year. Khan
tagged a South Asia Index
report in his tweet which
said that after buying dis-

counted oil from Russia,
the Indian government re-
duced petrol price by 9.5
rupees per litre, Diesel
price has also been re-
duced by 7 rupees per
litre.

Taking to Twitter, the
69-year-old cricketer-
turned-politician said:
Despite being part of the
Quad, India sustained
pressure from the US and
bought discounted
Russian oil to provide re-
lief to the masses.

This is what our gov-
ernment was working to
achieve with the help of
an independent foreign

policy. India, the world’s
third-biggest oil-consum-
ing and importing nation,
has in recent weeks
snapped few cargoes
available from Russia at
deep discounts as part of
its plans to diversify its
import basket.

In another tweet, Khan
said: Pakistan’s interest
was supreme but unfortu-
nately the local Mir Jafars
& Mir Sadiqs bowed to ex-
ternal pressure, forcing a
regime change and are
now running around like
a headless chicken with
the economy in a tailspin.

Khan often terms his
political opponents as Mir
Jafars & Mir Sadiqs, the
historical figures who had
betrayed their masters
and helped the British
rulers.

This is not the first time
when Prime Minister
Khan has praised India to
the surprise of
Opposition parties.

Imran Khan again praises
India for reducing fuel prices

Davos, May 22 (PTI):

Nearly 5,000 Swiss mili-
tary personnel have joined
local police to secure this
small Swiss town for the
annual meeting of the
World Economic Forum
after a pandemic-induced
two-year hiatus, but resi-
dents and businessmen are
not complaining as they
are eagerly awaiting the
much-awaited revenue
windfall brought in by
thousands of participants
and their delegations.

The rare springtime
WEF Annual Meeting —

which has been otherwise
taking place for 50 years in
January, when this highest
town of Europe is covered
in snow — however, is dif-
ferent in many other sens-
es, be it a sunny weather,
absence of snow boots and
heavy jackets and also the
missing Russian parties. To
be precise, the traditional
Russia House has given
way to “Russia Warcrimes
House”, as no Russian lead-
ers or citizens have been in-
vited this time due to the
war in Ukraine. However,
across the road at a close
distance, a huge Ukraine

House has been set up and
a number of Ukrainian
leaders including President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy will
be addressing this high-pro-
file congregation of the
rich and powerful from
across the world. The tradi-
tional India Lounge re-
mains at its usual place,
while there are also sepa-
rate pavilions set up by
Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu governments,
in addition to several pavil-
ions by top Indian compa-
nies such as HCL and
Wipro. According to local

estimates, the summit
brings in about USD 60 mil-
lion of windfall revenue to
this small town, which oth-
erwise mainly depends on
ski tourism. The Swiss gov-
ernment has deployed its
armed forces, which will re-
main in place till May 30.
“The federal parliament
has set an upper limit of
5,000 army members for the
WEF deployment of the
army in the assistance
service, which lasts from
May 20 to 30 this year, due
to the postponement of the
annual meeting,’’ the Swiss
government said. The Air
Force has been given the
mandate for ensuring secu-
rity in the airspace. In addi-
tion to the air policing serv-
ice, it also carries out sur-
veillance flights for the ben-
efit of the canton of
Graubunden and air trans-
ports of persons protected
under international law on
behalf of the federal gov-
ernment.

Davos turns into fortress for WEF meet

Sydney, May 22 (AP):

Australians awoke on
Sunday to a new prime
minister in Anthony
Albanese, the centre-left
Labour Party leader
whose ascension to the na-
tion’s top job from being
raised in social housing by
a single mother on a dis-
ability pension was said to
reflect the changed fabric
of the country today.

The 59-year-old career
politician, who has de-
scribed himself as the
only candidate with a non-
Anglo Celtic name to run
for prime minister in the
121 years the office has ex-
isted, referred to his hum-

ble upbringing in the
inner-Sydney suburb of
Camperdown while thank-
ing electors for making
him the country’s 31st
leader. It says a lot about
our great country that a
son of a single mom who
was a disability pensioner,
who grew up in public
housing down the road in
Camperdown, can stand
before you tonight as
Australia’s prime minis-
ter, Albanese told jubilant
supporters after tipping
Scott Morrison out of of-
fice to end nine years of
conservative rule. Every
parent wants more for the
next generation than they
had.

Albanese elected
Australia’s leader in
complex poll result

Leader of the Australian Labor Party Anthony Albanese (C)
meets with Labor candidate for Reid, Sally Sitou (R) and
supporters after winning the general election at
Marrickville Library and Pavilion in Sydney.

SSeeoouull,,  MMaayy  2222  ((AAPP))::  President
Joe Biden tended to both busi-
ness and security interests
Sunday as he wrapped up a
three-day trip to South Korea,
first showcasing Hyundai’s
pledge to invest at least USD 10
billion in the United States and
later mingling with troops at a
nearby military base. Biden’s
visit to Osan Air Base, where
thousands of U.S. and South
Korean service members work
side by side to monitor the rap-
idly evolving North Korean
nuclear threat, was his final
stop before continuing to Japan.
You are the front line, right here
in this room, the president said
in a command center with maps
of the Korean Peninsula project-
ed across screens on a wall. It
was a day that brought togeth-
er two key messages that Biden
is trying to project during his
first trip to Asia as president. At
a time of high inflation and sim-

mering dissatisfaction at home,
Biden emphasized his global
mission to strengthen the
American economy by convinc-
ing foreign companies like
Hyundai to launch new opera-
tions in the United States. And

he wanted to demonstrate soli-
darity with nervous Asian allies
who live in the shadow of North
Korea’s nuclear weapons and
grew skeptical of U.S. security
commitments while President
Donald Trump was in office.

Biden pushes economic, security
aims as he ends SKorea visit

U.S. President Joe Biden eats ice cream as Biden meets
with American service members and their family at Osan
Air Base, Sunday, in Pyeongtaek, South Korea.

Redwood falls,May 22 (AP):
A partial skull that was
discovered last summer by
two kayakers in
Minnesota will be re-
turned to Native
American officials after
investigations determined
it was about 8,000 years
old. The kayakers found
the skull in the drought-
depleted Minnesota River
about 110 miles (180 kilo-
meters) west of
Minneapolis, Renville
County Sheriff Scott
Hable said.

Thinking it might be re-
lated to a missing person
case or murder, Hable
turned the skull over to a
medical examiner and
eventually to the FBI,
where a forensic anthro-
pologist used carbon dat-
ing to determine it was
likely the skull of a young

man who lived between
5500 and 6000 BC, Hable
said. “It was a complete
shock to us that that bone
was that old, Hable told
Minnesota Public Radio.

The anthropologist de-
termined the man had a
depression in his skull
that was perhaps sugges-
tive of the cause of death.

After the sheriff posted
about the discovery on
Wednesday, his office was
criticised by several
Native Americans, who
said publishing photos of
ancestral remains was of-
fensive to their culture.
Hable said his office re-
moved the post. “We didn’t
mean for it to be offensive
whatsoever, Hable said.
Hable said the remains
will be turned over to
Upper Sioux Community
tribal officials.

Nearly 8,000-year-old skull
found in Minnesota River

Pokrovsk (Ukraine),
May 22 (AP): With Russia
claiming to have taken
prisoner nearly 2,500
Ukrainian fighters from
the besieged Mariupol
steel plant, concerns grew
about their fate as a
Moscow-backed separatist
leader vowed they would
face tribunals.

Russia has declared its
full control of the Azovstal
steel plant, which for
weeks was the last holdout
in Mariupol and a symbol
of Ukrainian tenacity in
the strategic port city, now
in ruins with more than
20,000 residents feared
dead. The seizure gives
Russian President
Vladimir Putin a badly
wanted victory in the war
he began nearly three
months ago. As the West
rallies behind Ukraine,
Polish President Andrzej

Duda arrived in Ukraine
on an unannounced visit
and will address the coun-
try’s parliament on
Sunday, his office said.

Poland, which has wel-
comed millions of
Ukrainian refugees since
the start of the war, is a
strong supporter of
Ukraine’s desire to join
the European Union. With
Russia blocking Ukraine’s
sea ports, Poland has be-
come a major gateway for
Western humanitarian aid
and weapons going into
Ukraine and has been
helping Ukraine get its
grain and other agricul-
tural products to world
markets.

The Russian Defence
Ministry released video
of Ukrainian soldiers
being detained after an-
nouncing that its forces
had removed the last

holdouts from the
Mariupol plant’s exten-
sive underground tun-
nels. It said a total of 2,439
had surrendered.

Family members of the
fighters, who came from a
variety of military and
law enforcement units,
have pleaded for them to
be given rights as prison-
ers of war and eventually
returned to Ukraine.
Deputy Prime Minister
Iryna Vereshchuk said
Saturday that Ukraine
will fight for the return”
of every one of them.

Denis Pushilin, the pro-
Kremlin head of an area
of eastern Ukraine con-
trolled by Moscow-backed
separatists, said the cap-
tured fighters included
some foreign nationals,
though he did not provide
details. He said they were
sure to face a tribunal.

Fate of 2,500 Ukrainian POWs
from steel plant stirs concern

Turkey’s Erdogan talks
to Swedish, Finnish

leaders on NATO

Istanbul, May 22 (AP):
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on
Saturday discussed his ob-
jections to Sweden and
Finland joining NATO
with the two Nordic coun-
tries’ leaders, Erdogan’s
office said.

He spoke to Finnish
President Sauli Niinisto
and Swedish Prime
Minister Magdalena
Andersson in separate
calls to address Ankara’s
concerns about those it
considers terrorists in
their countries, the presi-
dential communications
office said in a statement.

It said Erdogan called
upon Sweden to lift defen-
sive weapons export re-
strictions it imposed on
Turkey over Turkey’s
2019 incursion into north-
ern Syria.

G overnment of India has
achieved yet another im-

portant milestone on May 11, 2022
by promulgating and releasing
Scientific Social Responsibility (SSR)
Policy guidelines which intend to
create a strong science and societal
connect. Having a both-way interac-
tion, connection and impact, it has a
potential to bring positive transfor-
mational changes in society through
the application of Science and
Technology (S&T) for improving the
quality of life on this planet. Though
SSR has been mentioned occasional-
ly globally, our Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri. Narendra Modi Ji was
the first top political leader to pro-
nounce the importance of SSR on
January 3, 2017 held at 104th Indian
Science Congress held in Tirupati. 

Thereafter an extensive national
level consultation was made by the
committee appointed by the
Ministry of Science and Technology.
The author was fortunate to chair
this committee. The wide consulta-
tion included inter-ministerial meet-
ings including officials from NITI
Aayog, HRD, UGC, AICTE, PSA Office
along with regional workshops and
round table meetings held in various
institutions across the country for
getting valuable inputs in formulat-
ing the SSR policy guidelines.  This
was also available on DST website
for a year to get public and all stake-
holders’ input.

One may be wondering, what we
mean by SSR. It is the obligation of
every knowledge worker particularly

in the field of S&T domain to give
back to the society not only through
his / her scientific endeavours, but
also to take the scientific outcome to
the society as well as aligning ones
scientific endeavours to societal
needs. Our visionary PM clearly
fathomed and gauged potential
strength of Indian Scientists and
Technologists who can go beyond
the call of their duties and reach out
to the masses who are the tax pay-
ers and are contributing to estab-
lishing scientific infrastructures,
funded projects and providing other
necessary support.

Interaction between science and
society has to be a two way transit.
The society projecting their needs
and requirements which will be ad-
dressed by scientists in the form of
tangible and intangible outcomes as
a way of giving back to the society.
Hence, it becomes a critical obliga-
tion of knowledge workers to foster
a close link with society and take the
knowledge from lab to land and
make a difference, particularly
among the under-privileged and
weaker sections of societies. 

There is a broad scope of activi-
ties under the purview of SSR which
include resource and knowledge
sharing with less privileged institu-
tions or individuals in the field of
S&T domains; motivational lectures
can be given to school children for
attracting best brains to S&T
streams; creating scientific temper
and awareness of technological ac-
complishments to the masses

through media interaction, deliver-
ing popular lectures, writing articles
in vernacular languages, community
video interactions, extension out-
reach activities, providing support to
rural entrepreneurship, capacity
building for students in less privi-
leged colleges, assistance in project
writing or scientific article prepara-
tion etc.15 SSR activities have been
spelt out in policy guidelines which
can be referred to in the website:
https://dst.gov.in/document/guide-
lines/scientific-social-responsibility-
ssr-guidelines-2022 Taking the anal-
ogy for Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) for industries
and corporate sector, SSR will be an
auditable voluntarism and incen-
tivised endeavour to implement SSR
policy. 

There are 4 major players who
would realise the implementation of
SSR at national level: Beneficiaries,
Implementers, Assessors and
Supporters (BIAS). A national level
portal needs to be created where
the beneficiaries from the society
may post their current needs which
will be implemented by knowledge
workers in the laboratories and sci-
entific Institutions and give back the
outcome to society. Government of
India will create a special purpose
vehicle (SPV) or an agency to coor-
dinate, facilitate and give thrust to
implement SSR policy and guide-
lines. The policy envisages that at
least 10 person days in a Year will be
spent by all knowledge workers on
SSR activities. The policy has also
suggested the indicators and
process of assessment of SSR activi-
ties by individuals and Institutions.
The supporters of SSR endeavours
would be Government, S&T
Departments, industries though CSR
funding, donors, NRIs, PIO, alumni
and other philanthropic organiza-
tions. The performance-based as-
sessment system (PBAS) currently
implemented to assess the perform-
ance of the knowledge worker, can
also include a section on SSR contri-
bution.  Organizations including

UGC, AICTE, HRD ministry and other
S&T related deptts. can suitably in-
corporate in their performance ap-
praisal system,  a component of SSR
activities performed by the as-
sessee.

Research funding agencies can
make a separate allocation of budg-
et in sponsored projects to conduct
SSR activities along with other proj-
ect requirements. Academic and
Research institutions can forecast
and execute SSR activities which
can be highlighted in their annual re-
ports. Even NAAC accreditation,
NIRF ranking and similar agencies
can give due weightage to the SSR
activities while assessing the contri-
butions of institutions. The policy
clearly prohibits outsourcing SSR ac-
tivities to any other organization,
agency or Institution.

While India is celebrating Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the nation can
be proud of climbing the ladder of
merit in  S&T domain globally and
achieving high ranking in S&T by
being 3rd in publication, 9th in
patent and 46th in global innovation
index with less than 1% GDP invest-
ment in S&T.  Hon’ble PM not only
envisioned India to be among the
top three countries globally in re-
search & innovation and also India
becoming Aatmanirbhar.  Perhaps
this SSR policy will be a game
changer if implemented in the right
perspective by all the stakeholders
at the national level to bring trans-
formational impact on science-soci-
ety connect. It is a Clarion call by
Hon’ble Prime Minister and the
Govt. of India for all the knowledge
workers to rise to the occasion
stretching themselves, reach out to
the society and make a difference
through the noble SSR endeavours.

((AAuutthhoorr--  DDrr..  WW..  SSeellvvaammuurrtthhyy  wwaass
tthhee  cchhaaiirrppeerrssoonn  ooff  NNaattiioonnaall

CCoommmmiitttteeee  ooff  SScciieennttiiffiicc  SSoocciiaall
RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  aappppooiinntteedd  bbyy  MMiinniissttrryy

ooff  SScciieennccee  &&  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  aanndd
CChhaanncceelllloorr  ooff  AAmmiittyy  UUnniivveerrssiittyy

CChhhhaattttiissggaarrhh))
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Jobs to the disabled 
in armed forces

Just two months ago the
Supreme Court allowed to dis-
abled to apply through UPSC for
the posts in forces which were
previously banned for them. In
an interim order, the SC allowed
candidates with physical disabili-
ties who have cleared the civil
services written exam to provi-
sionally apply for selection to
Indian Railways Protection Force
Service (IRPFS), Indian Police
service (IPS), as well as Delhi,
Daman and Diu, Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, Andaman and Nicobar
Islands and Lakshadweep Police
Service. Several times courts had
appreciated the efforts of dis-
abled persons. Again two days
ago, the SC asked the Centre to
reconsider the stand on the
issue. The court's logic is that not
all police jobs require personnel
to perform field duties.
Candidates with disabilities are
suitable for desk jobs and policy-
making tasks. The three-judge
bench told the Centre "experi-
ment with it for a while and if it
does not work then you may not
continue with it." This approach
of the court needs amending.
Applicants with disabilities ex-
pect the court to lay down the
broad parameters of the recruit-
ing process. The judiciary should
also convince the government
and the recruiters to change
their mindset when dealing with
candidates with disabilities.
However, if the court treats the
process as an 'experiment', it
amounts to leaving the final deci-
sion with the government on re-
cruiting such candidates.
Moreover, to provide a job to the
disabled is not an act of charity
but a recognition of a person's
natural right. It is expected that
the SC should now take the case
to its logical conclusion and ask
the Union Government to design
the recruitment process for dis-
abled candidates. Disabled are a
harried lot and have to face prob-
lems at every stage of employ-
ment whether it is an entry-level
or transfer or promotion and
even after retirement and let the
good wisdom prevail on the con-
cerned authorities so that the
sufferings of Disabled may be
lessened.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

Need for plantation 
The world is constantly evolv-

ing, and so are the pollution lev-
els. Carbon emissions in cities
are reaching new heights every
day. Industries give rise to de-
forestation. Therefore, meas-
ures like plantation prevent fur-
ther damage. There are innu-
merable benefits of the planta-
tion. It benefits the man, wildlife
and flora. If we practise planta-
tion, we will be able to stop soil
erosion. It, in turn, will help
maintain soil fertility. Hence, it
will be beneficial for the agricul-
ture sector. Through planta-
tions, we can get an ample sup-
ply of wood, fruits, fodder and
more. It will increase the life of
our cattle and help in better
crop production. In addition, the
plantation will lead to better
water retention. It can also pre-
vent drought.

PPiinnaakkii  NNaannddyy,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill
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Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
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NNiikkiittaa  DDuuttttaa@@nniikkiiffyyiinngglliiffee

These little balls of
sweetness have come all
the way from
Muzaffarpur. Giving
them some love #Litchi
#SummerThings

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii@@nnaarreennddrraammooddii
I’ve been getting numerous inputs for
the #MannKiBaat programme next
week. Happy to see youngsters share
their views in large numbers. Here is
a booklet on last month’s episode
containing interesting articles on the
topics discussed. http:// davp.nic.in/
ebook/ mkbhin 2022/ index. html

KKeevviinn  PPiieetteerrsseenn@@KKPP2244

Sportsman have a VERY VERY
short time to earn all the dough
they can. Every sportsman is a
business! They’ll always go to
the highest bidder! Obviously
PSG had more $$! End Of Story! 

WWaassiimm  JJaaffffeerr@@
WWaassiimmJJaaffffeerr1144

Last year in Qualifier Rishabh
gave Tom Curran the final
over instead of Rabada and
that cost DC dearly. And
tonight he didn't review Tim
David's caught behind. Two
decisions he will regret dear-
ly. DC fans must be wonder-
ing what could have been..

#MIvDC #IPL2022

NNDDTTVV  NNeewwss  ffeeeedd@@nnddttvvffeeeedd

Massive Air Force Rescue Ops In Assam After Huge Floods https://ndtv.com/india-news/assam-floods-
massive-air-force-rescue-ops-in-assam-after-huge-floods.

PPIIBB  iinn  CChhhhaattttiissggaarrhh@@PPIIBBRRaaiippuurr

Her Excellency the Hon'ble
@GovernorCG inagurated the 7Days
National Integration Camp 2022 at
Raipur CG in which 210 NSS
Volunteers frm 12 states taking
part.Her Excellency appreciated the
works of NSS Volunteers.

T he biggest challenge for the upcoming Quad meeting will be
India’s reluctance to take a strong stance when it comes to the

Russian invasion of Ukraine. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend
the meeting in Tokyo. While the Quad countries are in agreement on the
issue of China, they are not on the same page when it comes to Russia.
The other members of the Quad — the United States, Japan and
Australia -- are in agreement on the question of Ukraine, but India seems
to be the odd man out in this case. Formed with Australia, India, Japan,
and the United States, Quad was an initiative of the Trump
Administration, which Biden has elevated to the leadership level. There
have so far been three summits, two of them virtual. This is the fourth
Quad leaders’ summit where the situation in Ukraine is expected to dom-
inate the discussions. The Quad summit is expected to take stock of the
Russian war in Ukraine, and the impact of three months of Western sanc-
tions. India is the only the member of the Quad that has not joined sanc-
tions against Russia, nor has it directly criticised Russia for its invasion of
Ukraine. There are other differences between India and the other Quad
partners. Among them is the trade issue of weapons supplies that India
has been sourcing from Russia, especially the S-400 missile systems that
India has purchased from Russia. In addition, India has not stopped buy-
ing Russian oil, although the United States has expressed its displeasure.
India has rather increased its intake of Russian oil, buying more oil in
March and April, an estimated 40 million barrels more than it had in all of
2021, while the other Quad members, members of the G-7 and North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) have pledged to end their imports
from Russia in time. The summit will provide an opportunity for the lead-
ers to exchange views about developments in the Indo-Pacific region
and contemporary global issues of mutual interest. The leaders will re-
view progress of Quad initiatives and Working Groups, identify new
areas of cooperation and provide strategic guidance and vision for future
collaboration. Prime Minister Modi will have a bilateral meeting with his
Japanese counterpart Fumio Kishida on the sidelines of the summit. The
meeting with PM Kishida will provide an opportunity for the two leaders
to carry forward their conversations from the 14th India-Japan Annual
Summit held in March 2022, when PM Kishida visited India. Modi will
also participate in a business event with Japanese business leaders and
address and interact with the Indian community in Japan. Modi's meet-
ing with US President Joe Biden will mark a continuation of the regular
dialogue having interacted most recently in virtual mode on April 11. The
two leaders are expected to review the India-US Strategic Partnership
and follow up on discussions held during the PM’s bilateral meeting with
President Biden in September 2021. They will also exchange views on re-
gional and global developments of shared interest. Besides, Prime
Minister Modi is likely to have a bilateral meeting with the Prime
Minister of Australia Scott Morrison. The two leaders are expected to re-
view the India-Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and ex-
change views on regional and global developments of mutual interest.

PM Modi to attend 
Tokyo Quad meet

T he seismic shift in the global crude oil market has begun to take
effect. This is expected to manifest in tightened crude markets as

well as unprecedented shifts in trade flows, most notably of Russian oil
from Europe to Asia. Russia is expected to redirect as much volume as
possible to alternative markets an d India, along with China, would be
key players in this shift. Rystad Energy has revealed that India has in-
creased the import of Russian oil by 8 lakh barrels per day between
February and April this year, prompted by the growing Urals discount
offered by Moscow.  The agency estimates that in the event of further
discounts offered by Russia, the volume could go up perhaps to a total
of 1 million bpd to 2 million bpd.  Over the past two months buyers from
all geographies have demonstrated that political correctness can be off-
set by steep and heavily discounted oil from Russia, leading to assump-
tions that some countries and refineries will cheat and continue to
source Urals, especially if the discount widens further as the barrels are
officially deemed untouchable by EU law. There are, however, signifi-
cant infrastructure limitations for this shift, with only two pipelines, in-
cluding a transit link via Kazakhstan, offering a spare capacity of only
300,000 bpd.Of course, there is a serious challenge as more cargoes
would be moved by the sea, which means higher insurance costs, risk of
sanctions and in some cases seizures. The agency believes that reper-
cussions of the Russian oil embargo currently being mulled over by the
EU would lead to wide-ranging consequences, pushing oil prices higher
in the short to medium term. As the sanctions are negotiated, crude
prices will stay elevated as war-related uncertainty persists and sum-
mer demand kicks in over the coming weeks. The EU is getting very
close to enacting its proposed ban on Russian oil imports, including
sanctions on shipping and insurance. Since unanimity is required within
the EU and given the current stance of Hungary in particular, a compro-
mise version of a proposal by the President of the European
Commission made on 4 May is currently being re-negotiated in
Brussels. But what seems to emerge from all these deliberations is that
the EU will act and impose an oil embargo, with certain exemptions
made for the land-locked countries of Hungary, Slovakia and Czech
Republic. The deal on the table apparently involves a six-month phase-
out period for crude imports, and eight months for petroleum products,
including the crucial supply of around 1 million bpd of Russian
diesel/gasoil to the EU market.  If enacted into law, Rystad believes that
most EU members would likely abide by the ban, but reduce their crude
purchases at slightly differing speeds, while the near 300,000 bpd of
Druzhba crude imports into the three land-locked countries would con-
tinue as it is at least for the initial six to eight months of the phase-out
period. According to analysts, the EU potentially displacing between 2
million bpd and 3.4 million bpd should be a bullish signal for short-term
pricing for the replacement barrel market, such as Brent and WTI. They
also expect discounts on Urals to further widen to attract more buying
from India and China. Given that not all barrels can be directly swapped,
with potential shipping and insurance sanctions as part of the EU em-
bargo plan further affecting movement, Russian upstream operations
will take a severe hit, possibly close to the scale of the April 2020 Covid-
19 induced shut-ins.  Russia has said its breakeven price for selling Urals
is around $45 per barrel, so the government will likely opt for steep dis-
counts to ensure a flow of budget revenues before enacting costly well
shut ins. The seasonally high consumption months of June, July, and
August will increase demand materially as the travel season pushes up
demand for road and jet fuel, and as the amount of oil burned in the
Middle East over the summer period for cooling purposes increases.
Projections of global refinery runs see an increase by at least 4 million
bpd between now and the peak July intake.  The expected seasonal in-
crease, as well as the strength in momentum for an EU embargo, has led
analysts to maintain an expectation that oil prices will remain support-
ed towards the third quarter of this year. The market had not fully
priced in the EU oil embargo news, which adds to the tightness in the
crude market for non-Russian grades such as Brent and WTI. But much
will depend on the extent of the unprecedented shift in global crude
trade flows this may cause in the months ahead.

Seismic shift in global
crude oil market
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People participate in a yoga session organised by Yoga Vidya Niketan and Ministry of AYUSH, at Vashi railway station
complex, in Navi Mumbai, Sunday.

SSR- A game changer for Science-Society Connect

MMeeddhhaa  AAnnaanndd@@MMeeddhhaaAAnnaanndd22

Ready to start another chapter in

life as a railway officer. Looking

forward to Lucknow training

after the Udaipur tryst!

# R a i l w a y W o m e n

#OfficersOnDuty #IRITM #IRTS

YOGA SESSION
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JVN portfolio
New Delhi: State-run
SJVN's portfolio has
risen sharply by four
times to 32,000 MW
from 8000 MW in a year,
its chairman Nand Lal
Sharma said on
Sunday. While flagging
off a mini-marathon
from HP Government
Secretariat, Chhota
Shimla, Sharma said
that the last year
proved to be the best
year in the journey of
SJVN so far. During
this year portfolio of
SJVN grew almost by
four times, he said,
adding that the portfo-
lio which was around
8000 MW last year is
now around 32,000
MW.The Mini
Marathon was organ-
ized to commemorate
35th Raising Day of
SJVN under Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav
(AKAM), a company
statement said.

Anti-dumping duty
Coimbatore:The
Southern India Mills'
Association (SIMA) on
Sunday thanked Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and Union
Textile Minister Piyush
Goyal for removing the
anti-dumping duty on
elastomeric filament
yarn. The usage of elas-
tomeric filament yarn in
dress materials, includ-
ing denim, enhances the
value addition consider-
ably and opens up oppor-
tunities to increase ex-
ports, SIMA Chairman
Ravi Sam said in a state-
ment here.

Bandhan Bank 
Kolkata: Private
lender Bandhan Bank
will gradually increase
its exposure to secured
loans by enhancing ad-
vances to the housing
and MSME sectors, an
official said. Presently,
the bank's exposure to
MFI loans, which are
unsecured, is 47 per
cent, and the share of
its advances to the
housing segment is at
24 per cent, retail at
two per cent and the
micro, small and medi-
um enterprises sector
at 27 per cent.

FinMin directives
New Delhi: All logis-
tics and connectivity
infrastructure proj-
ects, entailing invest-
ment of over Rs 500
crore, would now
route through the
network planning
group (NPG) consti-
tuted under the PM
GatiShakti initiative
with the finance min-
istry issuing the nec-
essary instructions
and creation of the
national master plan
digital platform,an of-
ficial said. According
to an office memoran-
dum of the depart-
ment of expenditure
dated April 28, a re-
vised format has been
issued for Public
Investment Board
(PIB)/Delegated
Investment Board
(DIB) project propos-
als.

DSR technique
Chandigarh:
Punjab's agriculture
department has set a
target to bring 12 lakh
hectares of paddy
area under the direct
seeding of rice (DSR)
technique, which will
be almost double of
the area covered last
year. According to an
official spokesperson,
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, who
also holds the portfo-
lio of agriculture, di-
rected the department
to make concerted ef-
forts to bring around
12 lakh hectares under
this technique.

EARTHEN POTS

A potter arrange earthen pots made to store water at a workshop on the outskirts of
Ahmedabad on Sunday.

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Sunday rebutted the
Opposition's criticism of
excise duty cut impacting
share of states in central
taxes, saying the Rs 8 a litre
cut in petrol and Rs 6 re-
duction in diesel have been
done in road and infra-
structure cess levied on the
two fuels, collection on
which was never shared
with states.

First, former union fi-
nance minister P
Chidambaram and then
other Opposition leaders
stated that the reduction in

excise duty announced on
Saturday evening would re-
duce the share of states in
central taxes.

Chidambaram on
Sunday retracted his state-
ment saying the cut in the
levies accrues to the cen-
tral government alone.

Taking to Twitter,
Sitharaman said she is
sharing some useful facts
on levies on petrol and

diesel for the benefit of all.
"Basic Excise Duty

(BED), Special Additional
Excise duty (SAED),Road
& Infrastructure Cess (RIC)
and Agriculture &
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Development Cess (AIDC)
together constitute Excise
Duty on petrol and diesel.
Basic ED is sharable with
states. SAED,RIC & AIDC
are non-sharable," she said.

The excise duty reduction
of Rs 8 per litre on petrol
and Rs 6 a litre on diesel
has entirely been made in
RIC. This was the case even
in November 2021 when tax
on petrol was cut by Rs 5
and that on diesel by Rs 10,
she said. As per the centre-
state tax sharing formula,
41 per cent of taxes collect-
ed by the Centre go to
states. These however do
not include collections
from levy of cess. Most of
the tax on petrol and diesel
is made up of cess.

While total incidence of
central tax on petrol prior
to Saturday's cut was Rs
27.90 per litre, basic excise
duty was only Rs 1.40 a
litre. Similarly, out of Rs
21.80 a litre total central tax
on diesel, basic excise duty
was only Rs 1.80.

FM rebuts Opposition
flak on excise duty cuts
̈ Move does not

impact state 
sharing of taxes

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

The board of IT services
major Infosys has ap-
proved the reappointment
of Salil Parekh as Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)
and Managing Director of
the company for five more
years, till March 31, 2027,
according to a regulatory
filing.

This is based on the rec-
ommendations of the
Nomination and
Remuneration Committee
(NRC) and subject to the
approval of shareholders.

"...Board of Directors, in
their meeting held on May
21, 2022, based on the rec-
ommendations of the
Nomination and
Remuneration Committee
(NRC) have approved
...Reappointment of Salil
Parekh as Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director of the company

from July 1, 2022 to March
31, 2027, subject to the ap-
proval of shareholders,"
the BSE filing said.

Parekh, has been the
Chief Executive Officer
and Managing Director of
Infosys since January 2018.
He has more than thirty
years of global experience
in the IT services industry
with a strong track record
of driving digital transfor-
mation for enterprises, ex-
ecuting business turn-
arounds, and managing

successful acquisitions.
Infosys, in the filing, fur-

ther said that to ensure
continuity and commit-
ment of the leadership of
the organisation for driv-
ing the growth journey
over the next few years, the
NRC has approved a grant
of 104,000 shares to 6 KMPs
(Key Managerial
Personnel) and another
375,760 shares to 88 other
senior executives of the or-
ganisation.

"These Performance
Stock Units will be granted
under the Infosys
Expanded Stock
Ownership Plan 2019, and
will vest over three years
on the achievement of cer-
tain milestones, in line
with the plan approved by
shareholders," the compa-
ny informed.

The date of the grant for
these Performance Stock
Units will be June 1, 2022.

Salil Parekh reappointed as
CEO, MD of Infosys for 5 years

Mumbai, May 22 (PTI):

LML Electric, which has
announced its plans to roll
out three products next
year in its second coming,
is looking to invest Rs 350-
crore in the business, in-
cluding in setting up a new
manufacturing plant, a top
company executive has
said.

The Kanpur-based Lohia
Motors Ltd (LML) earlier
used to make the iconic
Vespa Scooter in collabora-
tion with Italy's Piaggio and
C Spa. The company in
September last year an-
nounced its plans to re-
enter the market with elec-
tric vehicles. In April this
year, it said the company is
looking to unveil three EV
products a hyperbike, an e-
bike and an electric scooter
by September and their
subsequent launch between
February and August next
year. We are looking at our

first investment of Rs 350
crore. This investment is
planned for product expan-
sion, setting up a new man-
ufacturing facility and col-
laborations, among others,
LML Chief Executive
Officer Yogesh Bhatia told
PTI. He said that the compa-
ny has received many in-
vestment proposals from
some big investors but it
will take a call only after
unveiling its products in

September this year.
Emphasising that LML

Electric has so far been
funded through the parent
company SG Corporate
Mobility, Bhatia said that
the management has dis-
cussed the proposals but
sought time from the
prospective investors as we
want them to first evaluate
all aspects of our products
once they are unveiled in
September.

LML Electric to invest Rs 350 cr
in product expansion, new plant

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

Imposition of export du-
ties on steel products will
send a negative signal to in-
vestors and adversely im-
pact capacity expansion
projects under PLI scheme,
steel industry players said
after the government re-
moved customs duties on
raw materials and hiked ex-
port taxes to check local
prices. The government on
Saturday waived customs
duty on the import of some
raw materials, including
coking coal and ferronickel,
used by the steel industry, a
move which will lower the
cost for the domestic indus-
try and reduce the prices.

Also, to increase domes-
tic availability, the duty on
exports of iron ore was
hiked up to 50 per cent, and
a few steel intermediaries
to 15 per cent, according to
a notification.

Export duty hike
on steel items to

hit projects under
PLI scheme: ISA

New Delhi, May 22: 

On International Day of
Biological Diversity,
Vedanta Aluminium,
India's largest producer of
aluminium, announces
that it is intensifying ef-
forts towards nurturing
biodiversity in the areas of
its operations in Odisha &
Chhattisgarh, as part of
its sustainable develop-
ment agenda. The compa-
ny has embarked on con-
servation projects for in-
digenous bird species that
include constructing bird-
houses, artificial nests,
and bird baths at multiple
locations inside its plants
and townships.
Supplementing this effort,

its Business Units are de-
veloping fruit orchards
and gardens with medici-
nal plants, reviving butter-
fly parks, and undertaking
a slew of other initiatives.
The day also saw Vedanta
Aluminium's employees
kick-off of the annual
cleaning of local water
bodies and community
ponds, by volunteering for
the activity.

Vedanta Aluminium's
operation at Lanjigarh, in
Kalahandi district of
Odisha, is located in a
richly bio-diverse region.
More than 380 faunal and
940 floral species have
been recorded in the core
(inside plant area) and
buffer (upto 10 kilometres
from the plant) zones, in-
cluding native and migra-
tory birds, reptiles, mam-
mals, amphibians, macro-
phytes (large aquatic

plants), medicinal plants,
and more. The region also
supports 26 floral and fau-
nal species of conserva-
tion interest, identified by
the International Union
for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN). Similarly,
Vedanta Aluminium's op-
erations in Jharsuguda
(Odisha) are home to near-
ly 30 native species of
trees and plants, while
some Schedule I fauna
species like Elephant,
Sloth Bear, Indian Rock
Python, Common Indian
Monitor and Pea Fowl also
inhabit the region.
BALCO, Vedanta's sub-
sidiary based in Korba
(Chhattisgarh), is also sur-
rounded with rich flora
and fauna, recording over
20 species of flora, 30
species of butterflies, 11
species of invertebrates,
72 species of birds and 18

species of mammals.
Speaking about the com-

pany's approach to biodi-
versity conservation,
Rahul Sharma, CEO -
Aluminium Business,
Vedanta Limited, said, "At
Vedanta Aluminium, our
passion for nurturing the
vibrant ecosystem in our
locations is bolstered by a
robust Biodiversity Policy
& Management Standard
in line with global stan-
dards. Each of our busi-
ness units have developed
a Biodiversity
Management Plan, per-
taining to the unique
ecosystem, flora and fauna
of their respective sites.
Starting with bird conser-
vation, we have some more
interesting projects in the
works. With these, we aim
to add to the bio-richness
of the regions where we
operate."

Vedanta Aluminium bolsters efforts
towards conserving biodiversity

̈ Embarks on conservation
project for indigenous
bird species across its
locations

Mahindra expands
road construction
equipment range 

Bengaluru, May 22: 

Mahindra’s Construction

Equipment Division (MCE), a part

of the Mahindra Group,

announced expansion of its road

construction equipment range

with the launch of the brand-new

Mahindra RoadMaster G75 Smart

– “Profit Ka Partner”. Speaking

on the occasion, Jalaj Gupta,

Business Head, Commercial

Vehicles Business Unit, Mahindra

& Mahindra Limited, said, “We at

Mahindra are committed to pro-

vide disruptive products and

services for our customers and

are today launching yet another

product innovation in the fast-

growing road construction equip-

ment segment, the Mahindra

RoadMaster G75 Smart Motor

Grader. It has been designed and

developed in India based on deep

insights of the needs of smaller

road contractors. Our aim is to

help small contractors break free

from sub-optimal grading prac-

tices and to upgrade them to

mechanization and enable them

to participate in nation building.

Mumbai, May 22: 

Reliance Nippon Life Insurance
Company Limited, a JV
between Reliance Capital and
Nippon Life of Japan,
announced its financial results
for the year ended March 31,
2022. 
Commenting on the company’s
strong performance in FY22,
Ashish Vohra, ED & CEO,
Reliance Nippon Life Insurance
said, “FY22 continued to pose
its own set of challenges with
the outbreak of the second,
and then the third wave of the
pandemic. We are grateful for
the support we have received
from our customers, employ-
ees, distributors, service
providers and their families,
that powered our journey of
providing maximum value to
each one of our stakeholders.”
. Vohra further highlighted
that in a volatile economic
environment of today, there is
a heightened appreciation of
Life Insurance for ensuring
certainty of life coverage as

well as financial investments.
These guarantees are
designed to drive durable
long-term returns and to help
customers fulfill their life
goals and form the bedrock of
our business model.
The company paid death
claims, maturity and survival
benefit payouts of over Rs.
1,877 Cr in FY22 and achieved
an impressive claims settle-
ment ratio of 98.7% for FY22,
up from 98.5% in FY21. The
company expeditiously settled
3,517 Covid related claims
worth Rs. 117 Cr. within an
average period of 9 working
days. Vohra further comment-
ed, “A death claim is the ulti-
mate test of a Life Insurance
product, and it is the ‘dharma’
of a Life Insurer to honour all
such claims with speed and
accuracy. We continue to be
fully committed and financial-
ly stable at 235% solvency
(against the regulatory
requirement of 150%), to meet
all customer claims that may
arise in the times ahead.”

Reliance Nippon registers
strong growth

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

Punjab & Sind Bank
would not require further
capital infusion from the
government to meet
growth needs during the
current fiscal year, the top
official of the bank said.

During the previous two
years, the government in-
fused Rs 5,500 crore and Rs
4,600 crore through non-in-
terest bearing recap
bonds.

With the infusion of Rs
4,600 crore, the govern-
ment holding in the bank
increased to 98.25 per cent
as on March 31, 2022.

Capital adequacy ratio
of the bank improved to
18.54 per cent in March

2022 from 17.06 per cent as
at March-end 2021 with the
help of capital support
from the government,
bank's MD and CEO S
Krishnan said.

The bank is sufficiently
capitalised to meet expect-
ed credit growth in this fi-
nancial year and may not
need support from the gov-

ernment, he said. As far as
loan growth is concerned,
he said, it is expected to
grow at 8-10 per cent in
FY23. He further said the
bank has strengthened its
balance sheet by making
additional provisions and
it has proactively made 100
per cent provisions in all
fraud cases. The state-
owned bank has not
sought any dispensation
from the Reserve Bank for
staggering the provision.
The bank last month de-
clared Srei Infrastructure
Finance with outstanding
dues of Rs 510.16 crore and
Srei Equipment Finance
Ltd with outstanding dues
of Rs 724.18 crore accounts
as fraud.

No capital support from govt needed
this year: Punjab & Sind Bank MD

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

Tata Motors expects the
domestic passenger vehicle
industry to surpass the
peak sales number of 34
lakh units achieved in
FY2019 this fiscal on the
back of robust demand and
less COVID-related disrup-
tions that were witnessed in
the last two years, according
to a top company official.

The company expects a
better business environ-
ment this fiscal even as chip
shortages continue to mak-
ing it challenging to cater to
the enhanced demand. The
auto major also listed in-
crease in commodity prices
as a significant factor that

could have a bearing on its
profitability in the ongoing
fiscal.

"Talking about FY23, on
the projections that we have

seen from various agencies
which are estimating vol-
ume, towards a possibility
of the industry surpassing
the peak that we've seen in

FY19 of 3.4 million (units),"
Tata Motors Managing
Director Passenger Vehicle
and Electric Vehicles
Shailesh Chandra said in an
analyst call.

The basis of the opti-
mism is that in the first
quarter of the last two fi-
nancial years the industry
lost volumes on account of
massive COVID-related dis-
ruptions and so far the situ-
ation seems better in the
current fiscal, he added.

"We are hoping that this
year, there will be no disrup-
tion of that nature and also
the semiconductor situation
might start easing out and it
is on the basis of that as-
sumption," Chandra said.

Tata Motors expects domestic PV industry
to surpass FY19 volumes this fiscal

Every character has a different
journey, their motives are 

different: Keerti Nagpure

A
ctress Keerti Nagpure, who is currently seen in Prateek Sharma's
'Pyar Ka Pehla Naam Radha Mohan', takes every new show as a
new adventure. She also mentioned that her character Tulsi, in

the ongoing show is different from what she has played before.
"Every show is a new adventure because every character has a dif-
ferent journey, and their motives are different. So you have to work
hard for every character. I play Tulsi in the show who is Mohan's
first wife. The character is very different as it's something new,"
she said. The show is based in Vrindavan, and the actress re-
vealed that the first thought that came to her mind on
hearing the name of the show was "love". She said,
"Hearing the name of 'Pyaar Ka Pehla Naam Radha
Mohan', I could only think of love, Vrindavan,
Radha's shraddha for Mohan and Prem Mandir.
These are some unique elements that make it dif-
ferent from the rest of the shows." Keerti also feels
that the shows these days need to be relatable to
build a connection with the audience. She said,
"Women connect with a lot of different things in
the shows. In our real life also there are so many
situations so in shows these days such situations
are shown which makes the audience feel con-
nected." Lastly, sharing her thoughts on whether
an actor should take a break, she said, "As an
actor, taking a break is necessary. The audience

is so smart that if they like you in a particular
character then for a lifetime they will remember

you that way. I am sure my character of Tulsi would
be loved by people."

Abhishek talks about
new challenges in

‘Kaamnaa’

S
o n y
Entertainment
Television’s

slice of life drama Kaamnaa
has struck the right chords of the

audience with its heart warming and
relatable storyline. The recent track has wit-

nessed some interesting twists and turns in the
narrative leaving the viewers hooked to their TV

screens especially after Manav ( Abhishek
Rawat) winning Yatharth’s ( Tanmay Rishi
Shah) custody. And, as the story moves for-
ward, the drama is all set to amp up as now
Manav will be dealing with another interesting

phase of life as he has to single handed take care
of Yatharth while also figuring things at his new

work place. Surely, an intriguing narrative to watch out
for as Manav takes on the role of both the mother and
father for Yatharth. Talking about this new phase in
Manav Bajpai’s life, actor Abhishek Rawat, says “The
custody battle track was one of the toughest and most
painful phases for both Manav and Yatharth. With
Manav winning Yatharth’s custody it not only brought
a big sigh of relief but also made him the most happiest
person in the world because Yatharth is the only pre-
cious thing he lives for right now."  Tune into 'Kaamnaa'
– jahan hoga khwaahishon aur usoolon ka aamna
saamna every Monday to Friday at 8:30 P.M. only on Sony Entertainment Television!

T
his week is all about decep-
tion, manipulation and
trickery in the upcoming

track across &TV’s shows – Baal
Shiv, Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai?, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan and
Bhabhiji Ghar Par Hai.

About &TV's Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, Happu Singh shares, “As
Happu’s (Yogesh Tripathi) invest-
ment policy matures, everyone
starts putting forth their de-
mands. Katori Amma (Himani
Shivpuri) is enraged with
Rajesh's (Kamna Pathak) de-
mand for a gorgeous diamond
necklace from Happu. Amma
wants Happu to buy land to fulfil
his father’s wishes. Happu meets
everyone's needs, then informs
Katori Amma that the diamond
necklace and children's Lado
watches are fakes and presents
her with a branded bottle.

Bimlesh (Sapna Sikarwar) subse-
quently demands a diamond
necklace from Beni (Vishwanath
Chatterjee), causing Beni to get
concerned and prompting
Happu to suggest the same fake
necklace idea. Meanwhile,
Gabbar asks for money from
Rajesh and Bimlesh due to
some emergency, and to help
him, they give their diamond
necklace at stake for the
money. However, Gabbar
finds the jewellery is fake
and informs his daugh-
ters.” Watch Baal Shiv at
8:00 pm, Aur Bhai Kya
Chal Raha Hai? at 9:30
pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
at 10:30 pm, airing
every Monday to Friday
only on &TV!

Mouni Roy reveals 
her childhood 
nightmare on 

‘DID L’il Masters 5’

P
opular actress and judge
Mouni Roy opened up about
her biggest childhood night-

mare involving clowns on 'DID L'il
Masters 5'.

On the show, the 11-year-old Sadiya
performed as a joker, showcasing the
funny side and the evil side of the clown
through the act on the song 'Main Koi
Aisa Geet Gaoon'.

After looking at her performance,
Mouni shared about her childhood
nightmare. As Mouni said: "Sadiya's
act literally spooked me. In fact, I still
have goosebumps on my hands. Not
many people know, but I have always
been very afraid of jokers since my
childhood. I belong to a small town,
and whenever I used to visit the cir-
cus, people with painted faces used
to scare me every single time."

Talking about Sadiya's act, the
'DID L'il Master' judge men-
tioned: "Coming to the begin-
ning of her performance, the
lights were off, and no one had
seen Sadiya till then.
However, as soon as the lights
were turned on, her menac-
ing face painted as a clown,
and her smile left me
spooked. I think this act

proved that she is a true
artist, and her portrayal

of a clown was really
worthy of praise and

appreciation."
'DID L'il Masters'

airs on Zee TV.

A
c t r e s s
K a n g a n a
Ranaut has con-

gratulated the team of
the latest release 'Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 2' for ending the

"dry spell at the Hindi box office'.
Kangana took to her Instagram

stories, where she wrote a note for
Kartik Aaryan and Kiara Advani.

"Congratulations to Bhool
Bhulaiya 2 for ending the dry

spell at Hindi box office...
Congratulations to the entire

team of the film - Kartik
Aaryan, Kiara Advani," she

wrote.
The film released on
May 20 and on first day

of its release, collected
over Rs 14 crore at the

box-office. On its sec-
ond day, the film has
managed to rake in
a whopping Rs
18.34 crore and in
total has minted Rs
32.45 crore at the
box office.

The film follows
the story of Ruhan,

a fraud psychic who
is brought in to deal

with the apparent
return of

Manjulika in the
Thakur palace, but

he unintentionally
aggravates problems. 'Bhool

Bhulaiyaa 2' clashed with
Kangana's 'Dhaakad'.

ACROSS

1. Hero's award

6. On a voyage

10. Malt drinks

14. Perfume

15. Mail

16. Richard ____ of "Chicago"

17. Lymph ____

18. Jakarta's country

20. Fragrance

21. Astronauts' gp.

22. Beginning

23. Dwell

25. Brought to a close

27. Refrigerate

29. Molded dessert

33. Stately

36. Gossip bit

38. Get lost!

39. Bride's vow (2 wds.)

40. Monarch

43. Flock female

44. Burn

46. Understood! (2 wds.)

47. Regions

49. Give a right to

51. Water barrier

53. Gazes

55. Take offense at

59. Foreign

62. Cast a ballot

64. Sad drop

65. Subway gate, e.g.

67. Norwegian

68. Wind instrument

69. Amino ____

70. Diva's offerings

71. Fix

72. Nail polish shades

73. Rinds

DOWN

1. Stately home

2. Corrode

3. Extinct birds

4. "____ the Beautiful"

5. ____ Cruces

6. India's locale

7. Taste or smell

8. ____ species

9. Uproar

10. Programs

11. Smaller amount

12. Famous canal

13. Chair

19. Yuletide

21. Trinity's boyfriend

24. Distribute

26. Audition tape

28. Insincere support (2 wds.)
30. "Of ____ I Sing"
31. Dubuque's locale
32. Refusals
33. Move upward
34. Eve's home
35. Billy ____
37. Kickoff gadget
41. Distance measure
42. Lawn tool
45. Matured
48. Renovate
50. Perfect gymnastics scores
52. Great wrath
54. Firm
56. Supernatural
57. ____ spray
58. Lock of hair
59. Molecule component
60. Grease job
61. Press
63. Williams and Kennedy
66. Asphalt
67. Short sleep
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Your romantic side is powerfully charged
today, Aquarius. The more you tune into this
side of your nature, the happier you'll be.
One thing to watch out for, however, is that
you keep at least one foot on the ground at
all times. Make sure you have a stable plat-
form of honesty and practicality from which
to work. Without it, you'll be hard-pressed to
take down walls and put in windows.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Attend to your duties today, Pisces. There's
a pronounced sense of the passage of time
and feeling that the days are slipping quick-
ly by. Make sure you fit love and romance
somewhere into the equation. You may
experience a bit of resistance in this depart-
ment at first, but that indicates that this is
an area you need to explore and ultimately
feel more comfortable with.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Two different sides could be tugging at
you, Aries. It may be that neither one is
really making a strong case for pulling
you one way or the other. Realize that
adjustments may have to be made in
order for you to fit in the scheme of
things and fulfill your responsibilities. A
close loved one may be distracting you in
subtle ways. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Tension may be a bit high in just about
everyone and everything you encounter
today, Taurus. Some will feel a strong need
for stability and discipline. Others may be
calling for fun and carefree frivolity. You
could be caught in the middle. The worst
thing is that no side, including your own, is
going to want to compromise. Try not to
take things too seriously.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Remember that you were put here to
have fun, Gemini, and that happiness is
your true destiny. Keep that in mind
today, as forces may tend to pull you
away from the fun you've been having.
There is likely to be a sobering tone to
the day that's stubbornly working to
rain on your parade. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You, of all people, will appreciate the need
for structure and stability on a day like this,
Cancer. This practical energy could be tak-
ing some of the fun out of the equation. You
may not recognize it at first, but if you
aren't careful, the fun in your life could be
chipped away little by little. Make sure you
hold tight to the things that give your life
passion and purpose.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Tension is apt to build to a high level if
you aren't careful about how you use
words, Leo. The tricky thing is that
forces are going to try to push you and
pull you in different ways. You may
encourage a focus on the collective,
while others worry only about them-
selves. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Take a look at what's going on around
you today, Virgo. Do some internal pro-
cessing before you reach a conclusion
about the best way to proceed. You may
find that powerful forces are trying to
win you over to one camp or another.
Don't pigeonhole yourself into one way of
doing things. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Watch out for a little jolt in the action
as someone close to you puts on the
brakes in your relationship, Libra.
Conflicts could arise based on a need
for more structure and stability. The
imbalance between having fun and
taking care of practical matters is
working to slowly destroy the good
thing that you have going. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Just when you thought you had every-
thing planned out and working smooth-
ly, Scorpio, love comes in and clogs up
the works. Suddenly your attention is
diverted and your concentration flies
out the window as that dazzling crea-
ture catches your eye. This could be a
good or a bad thing, depending on how
you view the situation. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Your heart is going pitty-pat, Sagittarius,
and you're tempted to escape to a roman-
tic fantasyland in which you play the star-
ring role. The bad news is that something
could be trying to hold you back. It could be
that responsibility is coming on the scene
and reminding you that work needs to be
done here in the real world before you can
go off to your little fairytale world.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You may feel a bit of strain today as you try to
figure out the best way to get to where you
need to be, Capricorn. On the one hand, the
happy approach calls for you to let loose, be
courageous, and strike out with conviction
toward the things that mean the most to you.
On the other, a sense of duty holds you back.
Take the best of both worlds. Come up with
your own plan of attack.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

Jammu and Kashmir
pace sensation Umran
Malik earned an expected
call-up in the Indian team
for the upcoming five-match
T20 International home se-
ries against South Africa
starting June 9.

Umran has so far picked

up 21 wickets in 13 games
for Sunrisers Hyderabad in
the IPL but his ability to
bowl consistently at 95
miles per hour has caught
imagination of all and
sundry. Along with Umran,
Punjab Kings' death overs
specialist Arshdeep Singh
has also earned his maiden
national call-up. As reported

on July 14 by PTI, regular
captain Rohit Sharma, star
batter Virat Kohli, pacers
Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammed Shami have all
been rested for the white-ball
series in which Rishabh
Pant will be the vice-captain.
Rohit, Kohli, Bumrah will all
fly to England on June 15 for
the one-off Test against

England at Edgbaston from
July 1-5 and will be joined by
Cheteshwar Pujara, who has
earned a recall to the 17-
member Indian Test team
after a stupendous show in
English County
Championship for Sussex.

Ditto for all-rounder
Hardik Pandya, who has
successfully led new fran-
chise Gujarat Titans into
IPL play-offs and has been
consistent with the bat, be-
sides bowling a few overs at
brisk pace.

Umran Malik called up for 
SA T20Is; Pujara included in Tests

Rohit Sharma (captain), KL
Rahul (vice-captain)
Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli,
Shreyas Iyer, Hanuma
Vihari, Cheteshwar Pujara,
Rishabh Pant (wk), KS
Bharat (wk), Ravindra
Jadeja, Ravichandran
Ashwin, Shardul Thakur,
Mohd Shami, Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohd Siraj, Umesh
Yadav, Prasidh Krishna.

KL Rahul (Captain), Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Ishan Kishan,
Deepak Hooda, Shreyas
Iyer, Rishabh Pant (vice-
captain)(wk), Dinesh
Karthik (wk), Hardik
Pandya, Venkatesh Iyer,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Kuldeep
Yadav, Axar Patel, Ravi
Bishnoi, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Harshal Patel, Avesh
Khan, Arshdeep Singh,
Umran Malik.

India’s Test squad

India’s T20I squad

Mumbai, May 22 (PTI):

"Thank you, Mumbai, we
will remember this one,"
said Virat Kohli after Royal
Challengers Bangalore
sneeked into the playoffs
following Mumbai Indians'
thrilling five-wicket win
over Delhi Capitals in their
last game of the IPL here.

On Saturday, MI chased
down a victory target of 160
in 19.1 overs to knockout
Delhi from the competition
and paved the way for RCB's
entry as the fourth and final
team in the knockout stage.

"It was unbelievable. The
emotions in the changing
room were unbelievable.
Thank you, Mumbai, we
will remember this one,"
Kohli said in a release.

RCB had defeated table-
toppers Gujarat Titans by
eight wickets in their final
league match to keep their
hopes alive for a playoff,
which depended on the
clash between DC and MI.

Delhi needed to win the
match to make it to the
playoffs but they came a
cropper against bottom-
placed MI.

RCB skipper Faf Du
Plessis said the entire team
watched the match together
and was cheering each and
every move made by the
Mumbai team.

"It was so good, I think
first of all it was really nice
to see that everyone was
here from the start of the
game, so we watched it to-
gether," he said. "We were
all shouting for every wick-
et that Mumbai got and
then when they are chasing

every boundary. It's good for
everyone to watch together
and then the celebration to-
wards the end was awe-
some to be a part of." RCB
will now take on third-
placed Lucknow Super
Giants in the Eliminator at
Edens Gardens on May 25.

"The last game we played
we felt almost like we
played our best game of
cricket of this campaign so
far and that is how you

want to enter the knockout
stages, so we needed some-
one to do us a favour and
Mumbai did that for us, we
are very thankful for that,"
Du Plessis said.

"Obviously now the work
starts again, and we get our
work mode back on."

RCB has never ever won
the IPL and allrounder
Glenn Maxwell feels the
team is very close to achiev-
ing that dream.

Jakarta, May 22 (PTI):

A second-string Indian men's
hockey team will have to tact-
fully deal with the pressure
when it opens its title defence
against arch-rivals Pakistan in
the Asia Cup here on Monday.
While Pakistan has fielded
quite a few new faces in the
tournament, India will be rep-
resented by its A' team under
the leadership of veteran
Birendra Lakra, who came out
of retirement after the Tokyo
Olympics.
For India, the Asia Cup pro-
vides a platform to test its
bench strength ahead of a
busy season, that includes the
Birmingham Commonwealth
Games and the FIH World Cup
next year for which the Tokyo
Olympic medallists have
already qualified as the host
nation.
Pakistan, on the other hand, is
looking at the tournament to
make the cut for the 2023
World Cup in Bhubaneswar.
The top three teams in Asia
will qualify directly for the
January showpiece.
Both India and Pakistan have
won the Asia Cup thrice each.
India had won the last edition
in 2017 by beating Malaysia in
the final in Dhaka.
India's 20-member squad, to
be coached by former captain
Sardar Singh, was originally
supposed to be led by Tokyo
Olympic bronze medallist
Rupinder Pal Singh, who also
came out of retirement but a
wrist injury ruled him out of
the tournament.

Young Indian team
needs to handle
pressure in Asia

Cup hockey opener
against Pakistan

Thank you, Mumbai, we will
remember this one: Kohli

Bhubaneswar, May 22 (PTI):

Gokulam Kerala main-
tained their top spot in the
Indian Women's League
after beating Sports
Odisha 7-1 here on Sunday.

Striker Elshaddai
Acheampong scored four
goals, while winger
Soumya Guguloth netted
two and set up two more
and Manisha scored one to
help the Malabarians to
yet another massive win.

The defending champi-
ons made a quick start,

getting the lead as soon as
the 5th minute of the
game. Elshaddai found the
net perfectly when she ran
onto Soumya's cross after
a touch from Grace inside
the box.

Elshaddai soon doubled
the lead for Gokulam
Kerala on the 23rd minute.
Sports Odisha were able to
pull one back within a
minute, when Pyari Xaxa
slammed in her shot from
outside the box into the
top corner. However, it
turned out to be a mere

consolation goal.
Just before the half time

whistle, Manisha scored
the third with a curler
from Elshaddai's missed
header, making it 3-1 for
Gokulam going into the
breather.

After the breather,
Gokulam Kerala took full
control of the game. As the
game crossed the hour
mark, Soumya scored two
goals in quick succession
in the 64th and 68th
minute, respectively, to
make it a brace for herself.

Elshaddai finished off
the drubbing in the clos-
ing embers of the game,
scoring on the 78th and
87th minute to make it 7-1
in favour of the
Malabarians.

After this win, Gokulam
Kerala have 30 points from
10 straight wins in the
league. As it stands, the
league will be decided on
May 26, with the winners
of the game between
Gokulam Kerala and
Sethu FC taking the title.

Gokulam Kerala in seventh 
heaven against Sports Odisha

Paris, May 22 (AP):

Kylian Mbapp celebrated
with fans at Parc des
Princes then scored a hat
trick after signing a new
three-year contract with
Paris Saint-Germain and
turning down the chance
again to join Real Madrid.

Before PSG beat Metz 5-0
in its final home game,
France's World Cup-win-
ning star stood on a plat-
form near the center circle
to address fans.

"I'm very happy to contin-
ue this adventure, to stay in
France, in Paris, my city. I al-
ways said Paris was my
home," Mbappe said. "I hope
I will continue doing what I
love the most, which is to
carry on playing football
and winning trophies."

Mbappe then held up a
PSG jersey with 2025 writ-
ten on it as he stood along-
side president Nasser Al-
Khelaifi, who had just an-
nounced the new deal.

"I have some very good
news to give you. Kylian
Mbappe is going to stay

until 2025," said Al-Khelaifi,
barely heard as fans chanted
Mbappe's name over and
over. "Kylian's commitment
to PSG represents an amaz-
ing milestone in the history
of our club." The PSG con-
tract of one of soccer's most
coveted players was expir-
ing in June, and Mbapp
would have been available
on a free transfer.

But instead of joining 13-
time European champion
Madrid, which has chased

him for so long, Mbapp de-
cided to stay to try to deliver
PSG its first Champions
League title. Madrid man-
aged to beat PSG in the
Champions League this sea-
son but not in the transfer
market once again.

The Spanish giant's fail-
ure to sign Mbapp was a sig-
nificant blow for its presi-
dent, Florentino P rez, who
has been trying to get the
transfer over the line for a
year.

Mbapp signs new 3-year PSG
deal after rejecting Real Madrid

Mumbai, May 22 (PTI):

Delhi Capitals head coach
Ricky Ponting has backed
Rishabh Pant to continue lead-
ing the side, saying the wick-
etkeeper batter is still young
and learning the ropes of cap-
taincy and remains the right
choice for the job.
Pant's captaincy has been
under the scanner all season
with the youngster making
some dubious calls during IPL-
15.
On Saturday, in DC's must-win
game against Mumbai Indians,
a strategic blunder cost the
team a spot in the play-offs.
With MI at 95 for three in 14.3
overs while chasing a target of

160, Pant made a strategic
blunder as he refused to call
for DRS after Tim David nicked
the first ball of his innings and
the on-field umpire didn't give
him out. It came back to haunt
DC as David slammed 34 runs
off just 11 balls with the help
of two boundaries and four
sixes to take the game out of
DC's grasp. "Absolutely, no
doubt in my mind that Rishabh
even in the last season he was
the right choice for captain.
Rishabh did a terrific job with
the team after he took over
from Shreyas (Iyer) after he
injured his shoulders," Ponting
said during the press confer-
ence after DC lost by five
wickets against MI.

No doubt in my mind that Pant is
right choice for captaincy: Ponting

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

This is not a small feat,
Prime Minister Narnedra
Modi said while hosting
the victorious Thomas
Cup team, players of
which were chuffed to get
the backing of the coun-
try's premier.

Few days after congrat-
ulating the players over
telephone for their his-
toric triumph at the pres-
tigious tournament in
Bangkok, PM Modi met
in person and interacted
with the badminton
squad, which also includ-
ed players from the
women's Uber Cup team.

"I congratulate the
whole team on behalf of
the nation. This is not a
small feat. You have done
it. There was a time when
we were so behind in
these tournaments that
no one would know here,"
said Modi.

During his interaction
with the champions, an
elated PM relived the
memory of the historic
Thomas Cup campaign
where India clinched gold
medal by defeating
favourites Indonesia.

Modi said that India
were able to hoist their
flag in the competition
after decades and it was

not a small achievement.
He congratulated the

team for their efforts and
said that people earlier
never cared for these
tournaments, but thanks
to the Thomas Cup win,
the country took notice of
the team and the sport of
badminton.

"The 'Yes, we can do it'
attitude has become the

new strength in the coun-
try today. I assure you
that the government will
give all possible support
to our players," said the
prime minister.

He congratulated sen-
ior player Kidambi
Srikanth for the manner
in which the 29-year-old
had shouldered the re-
sponsibility of spear-

heading the Indian chal-
lenge, specially in his
final game in the champi-
onship. "I can very proud-
ly say that no other ath-
lete in the world can boast
about this, sir. Only we
have this privilege of
talking to you immediate-
ly after winning. First of
all, thank you so much,
sir," Srikanth said.

This is not a small feat, keep it up: PM Modi
̈ Meet victorious

Thomas Cup teamMumbai, May 22 (PTI):

Mumbai Indians skipper
Rohit Sharma admitted
that a lot of things didn't go
his way with the bat but he
is not losing sleep over his
"disappointing" season as
he is just one "minor ad-
justment" away from find-
ing form again.

Rohit endured his worst
IPL season, failing to score
a single half-century for
the first time since his
debut in the inaugural edi-
tion in 2008. The swash-
buckling opener managed
to score just 248 runs at an
average of 19.14 and a
strike rate of 120.17 in 14
outings.

"A lot of things that I
wanted to do didn't happen.
I am very disappointed
with me season. But this
has happened with me ear-
lier as well, so it's not some-
thing I am going through
for the first time," Rohit
said after MI's last match of
the season on Saturday. "I
know cricket doesn't end

here; there is a lot of crick-
et ahead. So I need to take
care of the mental aspect
and think about how I can
return to form and per-
form. "It's only a minor ad-
justment and I will try to
work on that whenever
there is some time off," he

added. The most successful
team in the IPL, MI capped
off a disappointing season
in which they finished last,
with a five-wicket win over
Delhi Capitals.

After starting their cam-
paign with eight consecu-
tive losses, MI managed to
pick up four wins in the
second half of the season.

"It was a bit of a disap-
pointing season for us as
we couldn't execute our
plans at the start of the
tournament. And we know
that in tournaments like
the IPL, you have to build
that momentum.

"Initially, when we kept
losing games one after an-
other, that was a difficult
time. For us, what was im-
portant was to make sure
that whatever we had
planned, we came out and
tried those things. It didn't
happen exactly the way we
wanted to."

The India skipper said
the players, perhaps, strug-
gled to adjust to the new
team dynamic.

Rohit a ‘minor adjustment’
away from regaining form

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI): 

On an average, 29
children in Madhya
Pradesh and 14 in
Rajasthan went
missing every day in
2021, according to a
new report of child
rights NGO CRY,

which revealed that there
was a significant increase
in the number of missing
children cases in four
major states of north
India.

Also, five children went
missing per day in Delhi
in 2021 in eight police dis-
tricts, according to the
"Status Report on Missing
Children" report of Child
Rights and You (CRY),
which also said on an aver-

age, eight children -- six
girls and two boys -- went
missing per day from 58
districts of Uttar Pradesh.

The report revealed that
the number of missing
girls in Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan was report-
ed five times higher than
that of boys in 2021.

While 8,751 cases of
missing children were reg-
istered in Madhya
Pradesh and 3,179 in
Rajasthan (National
Crime Records Bureau,
2020), the figures increased
to 10,648 in Madhya
Pradesh and 5,354 in
Rajasthan in 2021, as re-
vealed by the state govern-
ments in response to RTI
applications filed by the
CRY's partner organisa-

tions.
The data received from

Madhya Pradesh shows
that the number of miss-
ing girls over a period of
11 months is about five
times higher than that of
the boys.

The data collected
through RTI applications
shows that the top five dis-
tricts in terms of number
of missing children are
Indore, Bhopal, Dhar,
Jabalpur and Rewa.

"On an average, 29 chil-
dren, including 24 girls
and five boys, went miss-
ing per day from Madhya
Pradesh," the report said.

A total of 2,998 children -
- 835 boys and 2,163 girls --
were reported missing in
Uttar Pradesh in 2021 (data

of 58 of the 75 districts).
About 88.9 per cent of the
children reported missing
in the state belonged to the
age group of 12-18 years.

The data shows that the
top five districts in Uttar
Pradesh in terms of num-
ber of missing children
are Lucknow, Moradabad,
Kanpur Nagar, Meerut
and Maharajganj.

The report said five chil-
dren went missing per day
in Delhi in 2021 in the dis-
tricts for which data was
available and a total of
1,641 children were report-
ed missing in eight dis-
tricts of the national capi-
tal in 2021. About 85 per
cent of the children re-
ported missing in Delhi
were aged 12-18 years.

Efforts on to revive Kanpur’s 
iconic ‘Kachhua Taalaab’

Noida, May 22 (PTI): 

Efforts are underway to
revive and rejuvenate the
iconic 'Kachhua Taalaab'
(tortoise pond) in Uttar
Pradesh's Kanpur, which
is home to tortoises be-
lieved to be older than 100
years, according to senior
government officials.

The pond, which is part
of an old Shiva Temple in
the Panki area, is itself be-
lieved to be 350 years old
and is counted among the
oldest and most important
water bodies of the indus-
trial town located on
banks of the Ganga, the of-
ficials said.

"It is also an important
water body for the conse-
cration and breeding of
tortoises. It was home to

thousands of small and
large tortoises but because
of the loss of the water
body and other issues, the
number of tortoises has
gone down, with many of
them dying because of
water scarcity, pollution
etc," Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Raj
Shekhar said.

In order to rejuvenate
this historic water body
and to facilitate the breed-
ing of tortoises, the Uttar
Pradesh government had
sanctioned a project worth
Rs 2 crore to the municipal
corporation in 2017.

From 2017 to 2020, a few
works were taken up by
the corporation worth Rs
1.7 crore but the desired
objectives were not met
and the water body was

not fully rejuvenated, the
senior IAS officer said.

Shekhar said public rep-
resentatives, animal lovers
and other citizens had also
brought the issue to the
notice of the administra-
tion. Following this, he
said, he discussed the mat-
ter once again with the
corporation and the local
development authorities
to rejuvenate the pond,
which is filled with water
naturally throughout the
year.

"Following the discus-
sions, the Nagar Nigam
has been sanctioned a
project of Rs 70 lakh to
complete the pending
works. The work has start-
ed in the last few days and
it will be completed in the
next three months," the

commissioner said.
He said the ongoing

works include increasing
the depth of the pond by
two metres, lighting the
area, setting up public toi-
lets near the site and fix-
ing of tiles, among others.

During an on-site re-
view of the ongoing
works, the commissioner
asked the officials con-
cerned to approach tor-
toise congregation experts
and to assess the number
of tortoises currently
present in the pond.

He directed the officials
to take the help of experts
in increasing the number
of tortoises in the coming
days with a better conser-
vation strategy and called
for plantation of trees
along the pond's boundary.

HC asks state govt
to pay Rs 10 lakh as

compensation 

Agartala, May 22 (PTI): 

A division bench of the
Tripura High Court, up-
holding a single bench
order, has asked the state
government to pay a com-
pensation of Rs 10 lakh to
the next kin of a jail in-
mate, who died of
Japanese Encephalitis
(JE) due to medical negli-
gence on the part of cor-
rectional home.

Chandan Dey, who was
serving a six-year rigorous
imprisonment term at
Central Correctional

Home in Sipahijala district
after being found guilty in
a road accident, died of en-
cephalitis in June 2017.
According to senior advo-
cate Purushottam Roy
Barman, Dey's family
members had filed a writ
petition before the high
court seeking justice for
the death of the sole bread
earner.

Roy Barman, who repre-
sented the family in the
high court, said Dey, who
worked as a driver before
being jailed, was taken to
GBP hospital in Agartala
after he fell ill, but the doc-
tors there referred him to
SSKM hospital in Kolkata
as his health condition
worsened.

‘Arunachal jewel in India’s crown’
Namsai (Arunachal

Pradesh), May 22 (PTI): 

Terming Arunachal
Pradesh as a "jewel in
India's crown", Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
on Sunday asserted that
people of the northeastern
state bordering China are
filled with patriotism and
greet each other with 'Jai
Hind' instead of the usual
'Namaste'.

Shah, while addressing
a rally after signing of a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) be-
tween the Arunachal
Pradesh government and
the National Defence
University (NDU) for the
establishment of a cam-
pus at Pasighat in East

Siang district, said the in-
stitution will give the
youths of the state the op-
portunity to serve the
country.

"Whenever we come to
Arunachal Pradesh, we re-

turn with energy and pa-
triotism. There is proba-
bly no other place in the
country other than
Arunachal Pradesh where
people greet each other
with 'Jai Hind' instead of

the usual 'Namaste'," Shah
said. He said that after
Gujarat, the second cam-
pus of the NDU will be in
Arunachal Pradesh.

"Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has estab-
lished two famous univer-
sities in the country the
National Defence
University and the
National Forensic Science
University. "The defence
university will create
trained manpower for the
army and paramilitary
forces.

The youths of
Arunachal Pradesh are
not only patriotic but also
physically fit. The institu-
tion will provide them the
opportunity to serve the
nation," the Union home
minister said. He said proj-

ects worth Rs 1,180 crore
are either completed or
will be inaugurated soon.

"A total of 33,466 fami-
lies and 800 self-help
groups in the state were
benefited through various
start-ups worth Rs 394
crore, while 22 projects
worth Rs 436 crore have
been completed and inau-
gurated during the day
and another 25 projects
worth Rs 350 crore would
be launched soon," he said.

Shah inaugurated and
laid the foundation for 40
projects worth around Rs
1,000 crore during the day.
He said the 2,000 MW
Lower Subansiri hydro-
electric power project will
be operational by 2023, and
it will benefit the state im-
mensely.

Srinagar, May 22 (PTI): 

Scores of people em-
ployed under Rehbar-e-
Khel and Rehbar-e-Janglat
scheme on Sunday held a
protest here demanding
revocation of Jammu and
Kashmir government's de-
cision to re-advertise the
posts they were engaged
in. The government had
on Friday re-advertised
Rehbar-e-Janglat', Rehbar-
e-Zirat' and Rehbar-e-Khel'
posts through the Service
Selection Board.

It said additional weigh-
tage and age relaxation
will be given to those al-
ready working on these
posts. However, scores of
those employed under the
schemes descended at the
Press Enclave here on
Saturday and held a
protest demanding the
roll-back of the order.

We the Rehbar-e-Khel
teachers are protesting
here because the govern-
ment has ordered re-adver-
tising the posts we were
engaged in. The govern-
ment has gone back on its
own order which had said
that our services will be
made permanent after
seven years, one of the
protesting employees said.

She said they demand
the revocation of the order.
Whatever work they want-
ed us to do, we did it. We
rendered our services even
in COVID. Now, they are
backstabbing us. We will
stay put here and sacrifice
our lives if they do not roll-
back the order, said anoth-
er protestor.

The employees said their
services were getting per-
manent after seven years
in August this year, but un-
fortunately, two months be-

fore that, our services have
been terminated and the
posts are being re-adver-
tised. We want the revoca-
tion of the order, so that
justice is done with us and
our families, said a protest-
er. Meanwhile, PDP chief
Mehbooba Mufti also de-
manded a rollback of the
absurd order, saying re-ad-
vertising the posts was a
malicious move initiated to
facilitate non-residents'
entry on these posts.

Terminating services of
Rehbar e Khel, Janglat,
Zirat, NYCs & referring
these posts to SSRB afresh
is a malicious move to de-
stroy careers of these
youngsters by ensuring
non residents are given
jobs at the cost of locals.
LG should immediately
rollback this absurd order,
Mehbooba wrote on
Twitter.

‘Global warming needs to be 
urgently brought under control’
Chennai, May 22 (PTI): 

Union Minister
Bhupender Yadav on
Sunday said biodiversity
offers goods and services
that provide a natural habi-
tat and are essential for a
well-functioning global
economy.

Approximately 40 per
cent of the world's econo-
my is based on biological
products and any effort at
conserving biodiversity
would be able to succeed
only by tackling the chal-
lenges that rise due to glob-
al warming, the Minister
for Environment, Forest
and Climate Change said at
an event here.

"Global warming has to
be urgently brought under
control," he said, after in-
augurating an exhibition
on the occasion of
International Day for

Biological Diversity.
He noted that the coun-

try was on track to achieve
its biodiversity targets at
the national level and was
also contributing signifi-
cantly towards achieving
the biodiversity targets at
the global level.

India has established a
unique three-tier model of
biodiversity resource gov-
ernance at national, state

and local body levels ensur-
ing the entire country gets
the representation in the
governance system, he
said. The minister said the
convergence of people, cul-
ture and rich tradition of
Tamil Nadu has preserved
its unique biodiversity in
the region.

He appealed to the peo-
ple to take a pledge to work
towards conserving biodi-
versity and sensitising the
youth on the issues of con-
servation. Yadav said the
National Biodiversity
Authority and Tamil Nadu
Biodiversity Board were
working with the Irula
Snake Catchers Industrial
Cooperative Society to pro-
vide access to snake venom
to iSERA Biological
Private Ltd which has
signed an "Access and
Benefit Sharing (ABS)"
agreement.
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People eat ice-creams under the shade of a tree, on a hot summer day in New Delhi, Sunday.

BEATING THE HEAT

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) personnel form a cordon during a rescue operation of a young girl, who
fell into a deep borewell, in Hoshiarpur, Sunday. 

RESCUE OPERATIONEmployees protest re-advertising
of posts, demand tenure

Raj approves 
guidelines for new
urban employment

scheme
Jaipur, May 22 (PTI):
Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
has approved new guide-
lines for the implementa-
tion of 'Indira Gandhi
Shahari Rozgar Yojana'.

The scheme was an-
nounced by Gehlot in the
2022-23 budget to provide
employment in urban
areas on the lines of the
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA).

Under the new urban
employment scheme, 100
days of employment per
year will be provided to
the families residing in
urban areas. The state
government will spend
Rs 800 crore per year on
this ambitious scheme,
an official statement
said.

People greet with ‘Jai Hind’ instead of ‘Namaste’

Union Home Minister Amit Shah speaks during a rally in
Arunachal Pradeshs Namsai.

Techie dies at 
illegal rave party;

four booked
Chennai, May 22(PTI): A
22 year old employee of an
information technology
firm allegedly died due to
excess consumption of alco-
hol during an illegal rave
party held in a popular mall
in the city last night, police
said on Sunday. The police
after coming to know about
the conduct of the event
'The Great Indian
Gathering' raided the bar
which was allegedly func-
tioning on the third floor of
the mall without the manda-
tory license and was 'sealed'.
Greater Chennai Police
Commissioner Shankar
Jiwal, taking cognisance of
the incident warned of
strict action against per-
sons who conduct such ille-
gal parties in the city.
According to a senior police
official, the victim who was
partying with his friends at
the mall on Saturday night
died following excess con-
sumption of the liquor.

‘29 children in MP, 14 in Raj went
missing per day in 2021’
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Mumbai, May 22 (PTI): 

In a rare accomplish-
ment, 10-year-old skater
Rhythm Mamania from
Mumbai became one of the
youngest Indian moun-
taineers to climb the
Everest base camp, a trek
which she completed in 11
days.

Her parents - Harshal and
Urmi - accompanied her
during the trek earlier this
month. "Rhythm, a Class 5
student from MET Rishikul
Vidyalaya in suburban
Bandra, reached the
Everest base camp on May 6
at around 1 pm," her mother

Urmi told PTI on Sunday.
The base camp is situated at
5,364 metres and it took 11
days for her to complete the
expedition, she said.
Rhythm, a resident of
Worli, said, "Skating ring or
base camp summit, it's the

determination that gets you
a long way."

"Along with skating,
trekking has always been
my passion, but this trek
taught me how important it
is to be a responsible
trekker and also solve the

mountain waste manage-
ment problem," she added.

Her mother said Rhythm
loved scaling mountains
from the age of five and her
first long trek was 21-km
Dudhsagar and since then,
she has climbed a few peaks
in the Sahyadri ranges like
Mahuli, Sondai, Karnala
and Lohagad.

She added that during the
base camp trek Rhythm
walked for 8-9 hours at vari-
ous steep terrain in varying
climatic conditions, which
included lashing of hail-
stones and snowfall, and in
temperatures as low as
minus 10 degrees Celsius.

Online test 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: Union Minister
Jitendra Singh on Sunday
said that there will be an
online Common Eligibility
Test (CET) for filling up
non-gazetted posts from
this year. The Minister of
State for Personnel said
this while chairing the joint
meeting of all the six
autonomous bodies under
the Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT) at North Block here.

Rejoin
KKoollkkaattaa:: In a jolt to the saf-
fron camp in West Bengal,
BJP MP Arjun Singh on
Sunday rejoined the
Trinamool Congress, end-
ing weeks of speculation
over his possible
switchover to the ruling
party. Singh was welcomed
into the party by TMC
national general secretary
Abhishek Banerjee at his
office in south Kolkata.

Portals open 
GGooppeesshhwwaarr:: Portals of the
one of the most revered Sikh
shrines, Hemkund Sahib,
opened in Uttarakhand's
Chamoli on Sunday with a
cap on the number of devo-
tees that can visit the shrine
daily. Located at a height of
around 15,200 feet,
Hemkund Sahib is linked to
tenth Sikh Guru Gobind
Singh. 

Shot dead 
HHiissaarr:: Two men, travelling
in a car, were shot dead
near Puthi Samain village
on Sunday, police said.
The unidentified
assailants have fled, they
said, adding the victims,
both aged around 25
years, died on the spot.
Police said the deceased
have been identified as
Sandeep and Amit, both
residents of village
Nindana under Meham
police station in Rohtak
district.

Suicide
RRaajjkkoott:: A 36-year-old
woman suspected of being
involved in an assault case
allegedly hanged herself to
death on Sunday inside the
washroom of a police sta-
tion in Gujarat's Rajkot city,
where she was called for
questioning, an official said.
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A woman covers her 
head with her saree as she walks
on a street during a hot summer

day in New Delhi, Sunday.
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New Delhi, May 22 (PTI): 

The Indian industry and
the "Make in India" initia-
tive are turning out to be a
"ray of hope" for global
growth, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said on
Sunday and asserted that
the country is preserving
and promoting its antiquity,
while also strengthening its
innovation and modernity.

Modi made the remarks
in his message on the 80th
birthday celebrations of Sri
Ganapaty Sachchidananda
Swami via video-conferenc-

ing.
Sachchidananda Swami

founded the Avadhoota
Datta Peetham, an interna-
tional spiritual, cultural

and social welfare organisa-
tion.

In his remarks, Modi, in
the context of the auspi-
cious occasion falling dur-
ing the period of "Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav", recalled
the teaching of seers to
stress on putting others be-
fore self.

"With the mantra of
'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas and Sabka
Prayas', the country is call-
ing for collective pledges.
Today, the country is pre-
serving and promoting its
antiquity and, at the same

time, giving strength to its
innovation and modernity,"
the prime minister said.

"Today, the identity of
India is yoga as well as
youth. Today, the world is
looking at our startups as
its future. Our industry and
our Make in India are turn-
ing out to be a ray of hope
for global growth," he as-
serted, adding that people
have to work towards
achieving these resolutions.

Modi said he would like
spiritual centres to be cen-
tres of inspiration in this
direction as well.

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI): 

Researchers from smaller
cities will soon be able to ac-
cess expensive research in-
frastructure at state-funded
institutions as the Centre
has released guidelines for
sharing such scientific
equipment at a small cost.

While researchers from
mofussil towns will get ac-
cess to cutting-edge equip-
ment, the Scientific Research
Infrastructure Sharing
Maintenance and Networks
(SRIMAN) guidelines also
seek to incentivise the insti-
tutions by rating them for
the extent of participation in
the initiative, which may

have a bearing on the funds
they receive in the future.

Releasing the guidelines
recently, Science and
Technology Minister
Jitendra Singh noted that 90
per cent of the high-end re-
search equipment is import-
ed and not shared among the
research community. The ob-
jective of the SRIMAN initia-
tive is to "make publicly-
funded scientific research in-
frastructure available as
valuable public resource by
providing better access and
sharing for extensive and op-
timal use of the communi-
ty". The initiative also seeks
to improve efficiency of pub-
lic expenditure by sharing

expensive and state-of-the-art
publicly-funded research in-
frastructure. "Scientific in-
frastructure is the founda-
tion of research and innova-
tion and facilitating its avail-
ability, accessibility and
sharing needs to become a
key goal, particularly for
countries like India with lim-
ited resources," Singh said.

The initiative also seeks to
promote the domestic instru-
mentation industry by en-
couraging universities and
research-and-development
institutions to set up start-
ups to manufacture research
instruments and also devel-
op the workforce for its
maintenance.

Chandigarh, May 22 (PTI): 

Telangana Chief
Minister K Chandrashekar
Rao on Sunday here said
farmers can change govern-
ment if they want and they
should keep fighting till
they get a constitutional
guarantee for remunerative
prices of their crops.

The Telangana chief
minister also paid tributes
to the farmers who died
during the course of the ag-
itation against the Centre's
now-repealed farm laws.

He bows to farmers for
their grit and determina-
tion, the CM said referring
to the year-long stir that
ended last year. "If farmers
want, they can change gov-

ernment. It is not a big
thing. From where the
power comes, it comes from
us. Agitation should contin-
ue till farmers get the right
price and there is a consti-
tutional guarantee for it,"
he said. Rao also lauded the
contribution of Punjab to

the freedom struggle and
bringing green revolution
in the farming sector.
"Punjab is a great state,"
said Rao.

Rao was accompanied by
his Delhi counterpart
Arvind Kejriwal and
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann.

Rao was here to distrib-
ute Rs 3 lakh as financial as-
sistance to the kin of the
farmers, who died during
the stir against the Centre's
three farm laws.

Over 700 farmers had
died during the course of
the agitation at the Delhi
borders due to various rea-
sons, including harsh win-
ter, road accidents, cardiac
arrest and ailments.

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI): 

In a relief to PNB bank
scam accused diamantaire
Mehul Choksi, the
Dominica government has
dropped "all charges" relat-
ed to his mysterious unlaw-
ful entry from Antigua and
Barbuda in May last year,
according to his spokesper-
son from London.

Choksi was taken into
custody in Dominica, the
Caribbean island country,
in May last year after he
went missing from
Antigua and Barbuda
where he had taken citizen-
ship before allegedly escap-
ing from India to avoid
charges of orchestrating

Rs 13,500 crore scam in
Punjab National Bank in
which his nephew Nirav
Modi is a co-accused.

He was left on bail after
51 days by the Dominica
High Court there.

During the period, India
made desperate attempts to
bring him back with a CBI
team stationed there with a
private jet. His lawyers
however had alleged that
he was abducted from
Antigua by Indian looking
men who had brought him
to Dominica.

All the proceedings
against Choksi of illegal
entry into Dominica were
dropped on May 20, the
spokesperson said.

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI): 

The Serum Institute of
India (SII) has sought per-
mission from the country's
drug regulator to conduct
Phase-3 trial to evaluate the
safety and immunogenicity
of its COVID-19 vaccine
Covovax as a booster dose
in children aged two to 18
years, official sources said
on Sunday.

The Drugs Controller
General of India (DCGI)
had granted permission in
March for conducting

Phase-3 clinical trial of
Covovax as a booster dose
in adults.

In an application, SII
Director for Government
and Regulatory Affairs
Prakash Kumar Singh has
sought permission to con-
duct the Phase-3, observer-
blinded, randomised, con-
trolled study in children
aged two to 18 years in India
who have already received
primary vaccination
against COVID-19 with
Covovax at least six months
ago. The study will evaluate
the immunogenicity and
safety of the vaccine as a
booster dose in comparison
with the placebo.

New Delhi, May 22: 

Government is consid-
ering spending an addi-
tional Rs 2 lakh crores ($26
billion) in the current fis-
cal to cushion consumers
from rising prices and
fight multi-year high infla-
tion, two government offi-
cials told Reuters.

The new measures will
be double the Rs 1 lakh
crore hit government rev-
enues could take from tax
cuts on petrol and diesel
the finance minister an-
nounced on Saturday, both
the officials said. India's

retail inflation rose to an
eight-year high in April,
while wholesale inflation
rose to at least a 17-year
high, posing a major
headache for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's
government ahead of elec-
tions to several state as-
semblies this year.

"We are fully focussed
on bringing down infla-
tion. The impact of
Ukraine crisis was worse
than anyone's imagina-
tion," one official, who did
not want to be named,
said. The government esti-
mates another Rs 50,000

crore additional funds will
be needed to subsidise fer-
tilisers, from the current
estimate of Rs 2.15 lakh
crore, the two officials
said.

The government could
also deliver another round
of tax cuts on petrol and
diesel if crude oil contin-
ues to rise that could mean
an added hit of Rs 1 lakh
crore - Rs1.5 lakh crore in
2022-23 started on April 1,
the second official said.

Both the officials did not
want to be named as they
are not authorised to dis-
close the details.

Pune, May 22 (PTI): 

MNS chief Raj Thackeray
on Sunday claimed that polit-
ical developments around
his proposed Ayodhya visit
were a ploy to "trap" his
party workers into legal tan-
gles and hence, he decided to
defer his trip to the Uttar
Pradesh city. Addressing an
indoor rally at a hall in Pune
city of Maharashtra,
Thackeray said he has to un-
dergo a surgery on June 1
and after recovering from it,
he would again address a
public meeting. He reiterat-

ed that the MNS workers will
resume agitation if loud-
speakers atop mosques do
not follow the noise rules.
Thackeray had earlier asked
his partymen to play
'Hanuman Chalisa' outside
mosques where loudspeak-
ers play 'azaan'.

Road crash
leaves 8 dead

Siddharthnagar, May 22 (PTI):

An SUV carrying a marriage
party rammed into a station-
ary truck here killing eight
people and injuring three,
police said on Sunday. The
incident occurred around 1
am near Katya village in the
Jogia Udaypur area. The SUV
was returning to Mahla vil-
lage from a wedding ceremo-
ny at Mahuwara in Shivnagar,
they said.
Of the 11 people travelling in
the car, four died on the spot
and others were rushed to a
hospital, where four more
died during treatment.

RARE ACCOMPLISHMENT

10-year-old skater girl climbs Everest base camp

Centre to spend additional Rs 2 lakh
crores to check inflation

‘Cancelled Ayodhya trip
as a trap was laid for me’

‘Make in India’, hope
for global growth: PM

BONANZA FOR SMALL CITY RESEARCHERS

Centre for sharing research 
infrastructure, incentivising funding

SII for Phase-3 trial of
Covovax as booster dose
̈ In children aged 

2 to 18 years

‘Farmers can change govt’

K Chandrashekar Rao

Dominica drops charges of ‘illegal
entry’ against Mehul Choksi
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Krida Bharati takes out Tiranga Yatra
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2222:: Krida Bharati, an or-
ganization working for sports and
sportspersons, organized 'Tiranga
Yatra' across the nation on Sunday
under the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsava celebrations. In this se-
quel, the local unit of Krida Bharti
took out the procession from Nana
Nani Park in Durg which concluded
at Telibandha Pond (Marine Drive)
in Raipur. Players, former players
and social workers participated in
the yatra.

The chief guest of the program
was Dr Narendra Dixit, the first
Vice Chancellor of Hemchand
Yadav University. The first interna-
tional hockey player from Madhya
Pradesh-Chhattisgarh and Krida
Bharti State Vice President Neeta
Dumre, Kalpana Swami, Kabaddi
coach Vijay Yadav and District
President Lalit Sahu encouraged
the players participating in the
Tiranga Yatra.

Educationist Dr Narendra Dixit
said that 75th anniversary of inde-
pendence is a historic occasion and
this occasion should create a sense
of pride in the mind of every citi-
zen. For this purpose, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has an-
nounced to celebrate it as Amrit
Mahotsav. This Amrit Mahotsav is
an opportunity to remember the
high peaks of achievements India
has touched in its 75 year journey
so that our new generation can
take pride in the great personali-
ties of the country. Neeta Dumre
said that when a player represents
his country abroad, the prestige of
the whole country is attached to

his name. The player's life is very
disciplined and sensitive. 

The ethics and behavior of a
player should always be one that
enhances the value of his country.
Kabaddi senior coach Vijay Yadav
said that there are still many peo-
ple who do not know the struggle
for freedom and sacrifices made by
our freedom fighters. It is neces-
sary to explain the true meaning of
freedom to all those citizens
through the Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsava. 

Kalpana Swamy said that the
purpose of Krida Bharti through
this Amrit Mahotsav program is to

remember those brave sons who
dedicated their lives for the coun-
try. Lalit Sahu, District President of
Krida Bharti delivered the welcome
address and Rajendra Kumar con-
ducted the program. After the
National Song Vande Mataram, the
bike rally was flagged off. 

Athletics Coach Vinod Nair,
Kabaddi Coach Kaushlendra Patel,
Social Worker Shirish Agarwal,
Rajendra Kumar, Aarti Shukla,
Poonam Mishra, Sandhya Dubey,
Nitesh Singh, Ramesh Dubey,
Kalyani Manikpuri, Reena Tiwari,
Yudhishthira, Narendra, Yogendra,
Kanti Lal Bothra, social worker

Anoop Gatagat, Shiv Chandrakar,
Vishal Puri, Dr Sudhir Hishikar, ex-
serviceman Arun Savarkar, social
worker Pramod Wagh, Advocate
Ram Patankar, Advocate Drona
Tamrakar, Advocate Surendra
Kaushik, Dilip Sahu, Sudhir
Gautam, Pawan Barjatya, Mahesh
Naidu, Lalit Chandrakar, Vinayak
Natu, Preetpal Belchandan, Dinesh
Patil, Ajay Tiwari, Gajendra Yadav,
Corporator Dinesh Devangan, Ajay
Verma, Devnarayan Chandrakar,
Romlal Sahu, Ramkumar Thakur,
Narendra Banjare, Prahlad
Rungta, Sandeep Jain, Sanjay
Bohra, Omprakash Pandey,

Krishna Nirmalkar, Shyam
Chandrakar and prominent play-
ers and office bearers of the or-
ganization were present.

Many organizations and digni-
taries welcomed the Yatra by
showering flowers at different
places between Durg to Kumhari.
Shivendra Parihar welcomed the
yatra at Malviya Nagar Chowk.
Ritesh Singh, Rahul Bhosale at
Sector 9 Chowk. On behalf of MP
Vijay Baghel his wife Rajni Baghel
hundreds of party workers wel-
comed the yatra with showering
flower petals at Berozgar Square
Civic Centre. Also present were
Sunanda Chandrakar (Corporator
Maitri Nagar), Shankar Lal
Devangan, Pappu Chandrakar,
Reena Nayyar,  Bhagchand jain,
Nilima Jain, Mamta Sharma, and
Pramod Singh, Baluran Verma;
Nischay Bajpai at Kumhari and oth-
ers welcomed the yatra at
Khursipar, Bhilai 3 and Charoda.

Women of village Sankara make profit from exports
Central Chronicle News

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2222:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel's initiative to
connect rural areas with urban
economy has not only been suc-
cessful at the state level, but
has also reached the global
level. The SHG of village
Sankara of Durg District is one
such example. 

The women of this village ex-
ported a consignment of gulal
worth Rs 34 lakh to Italy on
Saturday. Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel flagged off this
consignment. The Chief
Minister congratulated the
women of the village organiza-
tion for their appreciable work.
58 women of self-help groups
have received a dividend of
about Rs 1.5 lakh from this con-
signment. 

Further, they are getting an
honorarium of Rs 200 per day.
Apart from this, they are being
given a dividend of 70 paise per
packet for preparing the pack-
ets of Gulal. About 1.8 lakh
packets of gulal were sent to
Italy on Saturday.

Giving information about the
works being done in Sankra,
District Panchayat CEO

Ashwani Dewangan said that in
accordance with the expecta-
tions of Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, many innovative works
have been started in Gauthan in
rural areas to give maximum
boost to income generating ac-
tivities. As per the instructions
of Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure, an innovative
work of producing Gulal

through flowers was also start-
ed here. The flowers collected
from the temples of the district
are used to make Gulal. The
Major Unit of Gulal production
is at Sankara. Along with this,
women of SHG are also con-
ducting this work in villages
Nandori, Selud, Konari and
Mohalai.

It needs to be mentioned

here that the herbal gulal pro-
duced by the women of the vil-
lage organization of Sankara is
to be exported to Italy and
other countries of the European
Union as well. The highest de-
mand within the country is from
Delhi and Bangalore. The SHG
supplies Herbal Gulal and
Ashtagandha to these cities.

In future, the dividend of the

women of village organization is
expected to increase rapidly be-
cause the demand for
Ashtagandha and Gulal is very
high in the Indian community all
over the world. These products
have great demand at ISKCON
centres also. Apart from this,
Gulal and Ashtagandha are
used by the Indian community
all over the world on festivals.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 22: Public
grievance redressal camps
are being organised in dif-
ferent wards of Bhilai
Municipal Corporation. A
large number of people are
visiting the redressal
camps with their problems.
One such camp was organ-
ized in Ghasidas Nagar on
Saturday.

When BMC
Commissioner Prakash
Surve reached the camp, he
found a group of women
discussing among them-
selves. He approached the
women and asked the rea-
son for their visit to the
camp. The women stated
that the hand pump in
Dabrapara area of
Ghasidas Nagar was out of
order for the last few days
and there is also a problem
of cleanliness. Taking cog-
nizance, Commissioner as-
sured them to resolve the

problem immediately. BMC
Commissioner moved to
the spot along with the
BMC officials and local
Corporator Usha Sharma.
Taking immediate action,
the Commissioner gave in-
structions to repair the
hand-pump. The team re-
sponded immediately and
the handpump was re-
paired within three hours
by the team of Deputy
Engineer Purushottam
Sinha. Now the handpump
is working satisfactorily.

Cleanliness works were
also conducted in the entire
locality. The women ex-
pressed their confidence in
the Corporation and ex-
pressed their gratitude to
the Mayor and
Commissioner. In the camp,
an elderly person applied
for freehold. During the
BMC Commissioner's visit,
the elderly person Dinesh
Khandelwal approached
the Commissioner and in-
formed that he had applied
for freehold. He had submit-

ted the application a few
days ago but he visited the
camp to take advantage of
the facility. After perusing
the application, the
Commissioner contacted
the officers looking after
the freehold work and ques-
tioned them about the sta-
tus of the freehold applica-
tion.

The officials replied that
the case has been accepted
and now the applicant has
to deposit the money. The
Commissioner informed
the applicant that his case
has been approved and he
can get freehold by deposit-
ing the amount. On receiv-
ing the good news, the ap-
plicant thanked the Mayor
and the Commissioner and
the Corporation
Administration. It needs to
be mentioned here that ap-
plications are being re-
solved expeditiously in the
Public Grievance
Redressal Camp.

Beautification work of
Supela Sheetla Pond to 

be completed soon
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 22: The beau-
tification work of Supela
Sheetla pond is being con-
ducted at a fast pace. The
work of beautification of
this pond is in the final
stage. On the instruction of
Mayor Neeraj Pal, there has
been progress in the work
of Supela Sheetla Pond.
Under the supervision of
the officers, the agency is
doing the work on a war
footing.

C o r p o r a t i o n
Commissioner Prakash
Surve conducted a surprise
inspection of Supela Sheetla
pond. He instructed
Executive Engineer Kuldeep
Gupta and Deputy Engineer
Purshottam Sinha, in-
charge of Vaishali Nagar, to
monitor the ongoing works
continuously and get it com-
pleted at its earliest.

The Commissioner told
the working agency to com-
plete all the indoor work be-
fore the rain because it will

be difficult to work inside
the pond during the rainy
days. He instructed the
agency to work fast without
wasting time. He added that
the external work should
also be given priority. He
warned of strict action in
case of any further delay in
the work. The agency offi-
cials informed the
Commissioner that the
inner work of the pond
would be completed within
15 days. Engineer Arvind
Sharma informed that the
construction of ghat for the
development of Supela
Sheetla pond has been com-
pleted, the pond is being

constructed. The structure
has been prepared to install
a Shiv Linga. Only the
works of finishing, lighting,
beautification and painting
are left. The work of deepen-
ing of Supela Sheetla pond
has been done in the past.

BMC has constructed a
grand dome shed in Supela
Talab to provide shade to
the devotees visiting the
temple. Earlier this pond
was under the Nehru Nagar
zone area, but after delimita-
tion, it has come under
Vaishali Nagar zone area.
Now it is being monitored
by the officials of Vaishali
Nagar zone.

Rs 68.19 crore transferred to one
lakh farmers in Durg District

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 22: On the oc-
casion of the death an-
niversary of the former
Prime Minister Late Rajiv
Gandhi, Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel trans-
ferred money to the bank
accounts of the beneficiar-
ies and farmers of Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana,
Godhan Nyay Yojana and
Rajiv Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana.

He transferred an
amount of Rs 68 crore 19
lakh 20 thousand to 1 lakh
8 hundred 59 farmers of
Durg district under Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana. Under the District
Co-operative Central Bank
Limited Durg, along with
the aforesaid amount, Rs
87.27 crores were trans-
ferred to 135896 farmers of
district Balod and Rs
103.73 crores to 143685
farmers of district
Bemetara. In this manner,
Rs 259.19 crores was de-

posited in the bank ac-
counts of 3 lakh 80 thou-
sand 440 farmers. Under
the DCC bank, 129 new co-
operative societies have
been formed in all the
three districts for the facil-
ities of fertilizers, seeds,
cash and purchase of
paddy. Through these soci-
eties, direct benefit is
being given to the farmers.
This year, on the demand
of farmers, the loan scale
for paddy crop which was
Rs 45000 per hectare last
year has been increased to
Rs 55000 per hectare.

Along with this, loan
scales have also been in-
creased for other crops,
vegetables, and banana,
papaya, sugarcane etc. So
far this year, Rs 240 crore
kharif loan disbursement
has been given to farmers,
which is 200 crore more
than last year. For the con-
venience of the farmers,
the work of installing
ATM machines in the
branches is also being
done so that their facilities
can be increased further.
KCC cards were also dis-
tributed to the new farm-

ers on this occasion.
Presiding over the dis-

trict level programme,
Guru Rudra Kumar,
Minister, Department of
Village Industries and
Public Health
Engineering, addressed
the people and spoke about
various schemes of the
state government. He said
that the schemes of the
government are meant to
restore the culture of
Chhattisgarh. He praised
the farmers for their hard
work, describing them as
Annadata.

On this occasion, Home
Minister Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Arun Vora, MLA
Durg, Shalini Rivendra
Yadav, President, District
Panchayat Durg, Jawahar
Verma, President, District
Co-operative Central Bank
Limited Durg, Ashwani
Sahu, President, Krishi
Upaj Mandi District Durg,
Divisional Commissioner
Mahadev Kavre, Collector
Dr Sarvesvar Narendra
Bhure, SP Dr Abhishek
Pallav, public representa-
tives and other officers and
employees were present.

Commissioner gets hand-pump
repaired on complaint by women

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 22:
Employees of SAIL-Bhilai
Steel Plant are known for
their innovative work
practices through their ex-
cellent work. Keeping in
line with this culture, E V
Sunil, C/man (TEED)
from Town Engineering
Electrical section of Town
Services department has
shown his creativity by
successful giving a new
life to the damaged Air
Circuit breaker.

The refurbished Circuit
breaker was inaugurated
by U K Jha, CGM (TSD).
Dinesh Kumar, GM
(TEED), Sanjay Kumar,
GM, Anupam Swarup,
GM, Ranbir Punn, AGM
(LT) and other officials
were present on the occa-
sion. An old defunct Air
circuit breaker of
1200Amp capacity was
lying in Sector-8 enquiry

office for a long time.
There was a plan to send it
to disposal store. E V
Sunil, Chargeman of the
concerned area took up
the challenge to make the
unit functional. The com-
plete unit was dismantled
by the concerned staff and
after the maintenance of
every working part, it was
reassembled.

Missing parts were pro-

cured from the old units
and after 1 month of mam-
moth work, the entire unit
was made functional.
Testing work was complet-
ed under the guidance of
concerned area Incharge
Nand Kishore Borkar, LT
incharge Ranbir Punn and
after its satisfactory per-
formance and after getting
permission from Dinesh
Kumar GM (TEED) it was

commissioned in substa-
tion No47 (Sector-8)

TEED's efficient team
has thus successfully re-
paired the defunct circuit
breaker and made it avail-
able for use again. Inspite
of limited manpower an
exceptional work has been
done by the entire staff of
the concerned area setting
a motivating example for
others.

Air Circuit breaker refurbished 
by Town Services' TEED team

Aakansha Banafar selected for
National Volleyball coaching camp
Bhilai, May 22: Aakansha
Banafar has been selected in
the National Volleyball coach-
ing camp for girls, bringing lau-
rels to the state of
Chhattisgarh. Aakansha is a
student of HUDCO Volleyball
club and is being coached by
Vinod Nair, V N Soni and Raju
Kaimel. Aakansha Banafar is
an emerging Volleyball player
and was recently selected for
Chhattisgarh girl's Volleyball
team for Khelo India Youth
games. Earlier, Aakansha participated in the Mini-
Nationals in 2018, Sub Junior National in 2019,
Junior National in 2021and twice in School nation-
als. The Sports fraternity of Bhilai extend their best
wishes to Aakansha Banafar on her achievement.

Prisoner flees from hospital; arrested
Bhilai, May 22: Police have arrest-
ed a prisoner who had fled from the
district hospital on the intervening
night of Sunday. According to in-
formation, murder accused A John
Pal (25) son of A Nageshwar Rao a
resident of Street 56, Sector 6 was
imprisoned at Durg Central Jail.
Few days ago, he complained of
urinary problems after which he
was admitted to the District Hospital in Durg. On the
intervening night of Sunday around 01:30 hrs, he es-
caped from the window of the toilet along with the
handcuffs. On information, a police team swung into
action and searches were conducted at his where-
abouts. The Civil Team led by ASI Bahadur managed
to arrest him again. Further actions are being taken
against the accused.

Control room setup for
Electrical complaints

Bhilai, May 22: Town Engineering Electrical sec-
tion (TEED) of Town Services department, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant has setup a new Control room for
attending to Electrical complaints. Consumers can
register their complaints at 07882857162. The control
room will be operational in first and second shift.

Aakansha Banafar
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SOME RELIEF

People walking out in the open prefer to keep themselves well-covered to avoid
scorching heat and gets some relief.

Raipur, May 22:

CM Bhupesh Baghel
speaking to media persons
prior to leaving for Balod
at Civil Lines helipad said
that the central govern-
ment has reduced Rs 8 on
petrol and Rs 6 on diesel
and added that it should
be try to bring down cen-
tral excise on fuel to the
level it was applicable dur-
ing  UPA’s rule. At present
from this reduction it has
lead to loss of around Rs
570 crore to the state gov-
ernment in terms of cen-
tral excise and hailed the
decision taken in favour of
general public. Baghel
also demanded reduction
in central excise on petrol
at Rs 9 and that on diesel
at Rs 3 which was applica-
ble during UPA’s rule and

the 4% additional VAT im-
posed by the GoI should be
closed down on fuel.

CM Bhupesh Baghel
speaking to media persons
said that when it comes to
VAT, it has automatically
reduced and as such there
is already reduction in
revenue to the state. The
state government gets
42% and rest of it goes to

the Central government.
Baghel said that earlier
also he has said whatever
the decision GoI takes it
has its effect all over the
country. Recalling his ear-
lier words, Baghel said
that the amount of VAT
which will be reduced by
the neighbouring state
will be kept in mind and
then likewise decision
will be taken.

Baghel said earlier also
the state had reduced the
VAT and again demanded
the central government to
reduce the central excise
on petroleum products ap-
plicable during UPA’s rule
and the rate of LPG cylin-
ders too should be reduced
to the time of UPA’s gov-
ernment and should be
supplied to the con-
sumers.

Reduce central excise on petrol as
applicable during UPA’s term: Baghel

Hails the decision taken by the central government

Raipur, May 22: 

In a virtual programme
held at his residence office
today, Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel per-
formed bhumipujan of an
ultramodern State Cancer
Institute to be built in
Bilaspur at the cost of Rs
120 crore. On the occasion,
Chief Minister said that
this State Cancer Institute
will be equipped with ul-
tramodern medical equip-
ment and medical facili-
ties to treat all kinds of
Cancer, and its construc-
tion will be complete with-
in next one year.

At this State Cancer
Institute to be built in
Bilaspur, cancer patients
in and around
Chhattisgarh would be
able to avail good facilities
for cancer treatment. The

institute will have facili-
ties for treatment of all
kinds of cancer under one
roof, along with state-of-
the-art cancer ward with
100 bed capacity and a
state-of-the-art ICU ward
with 20 bed capacity.

Health Minister T.S.
Singh Deo, Minister in-
charge of Revenue and
Bilaspur Jaisingh
Agarwal, Parliamentary
Secretary Dr. Rashmi
Ashish Singh, MP Arun
Sao, MLA Krishnamurti
Bandhi, District
Panchayat President
Bilaspur Arun Singh
Chouhan also joined the
program virtually. MLA
Shailesh Pandey and

Chairman of State Civil
Supplies Corporation Ram
Gopal Agarwal, Principal
Secretary Health Dr.
Maninder Kaur Dwivedi,
Director Medical
Education Dr. Vishnu Dutt
were present at Chief
Minister’s residence.

In his address to the pro-
gramme, Chief Minister
said that in continuation
of the efforts to expand
health facilities in
C h h a t t i s g a r h ,
Chhattisgarh Government
has taken another impor-
tant initiative with bhu-
mipujan of State Cancer
Institute. This institute
will surely prove to be of
utmost importance for the

treatment of cancer pa-
tients. Addressing the pro-
gram, Health Minister Mr.
T.S. Singhdeo said that
Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel has generously ap-
proved an amount of Rs
34.19 crore for the State
Cancer Institute. In this
way, an amount of Rs 51.84
crore has been received for
this institute and its con-
struction will be com-
menced soon. Revenue
Minister Mr. Jaisingh
Agrawal also addressed
the programme, saying
that Rs 34.50 crore will be
spent for the construction
of the building for State
Cancer Institute and
Rs.80.70 crore will be spent

on the equipment re-
quired. All types of
chemotherapy, such as-tar-
geted, immuno, molecular,
meteronomic facility will
be made available in the
State Cancer Institute free
of cost. The institute will
also have the facility of
treatment state-of-the-art
radiotherapy machine.
Two Linear Accelerators,
Cobalt Brachytherapy
Unit, PET Scan machines,
CT simulators, MRI ma-
chines and all state-of-the-
art equipment for cancer
research will be made
available in the State
Cancer Institute.
Treatment for Breast can-
cer, cervical cancer, oral
and throat cancer, lung
cancer, colon and colon
cancer, liver, gallbladder
cancer, bone cancer, blood
cancer will be provided
under one roof. .

On the occasion,
Principal Secretary
Health Dr. Maninder Kaur
Dwivedi gave detailed in-
formation about the State
Cancer Institute. Collector
Bilaspur Dr. Saransh
Mitter conducted the pro-
gram.

CM lays stone online for an 
ultramodern state-level cancer institute 

Cancer Institute will be built at the cost of nearly Rs 120 crore

 To be built in Bilaspur All kinds of cancer 

treatment facilities

along with modern

medical equipment
will be made available
under one roof

Raipur, May 22:

With objective to take
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
Chhattisgrah to villages
and to make preparations
for 2023 VS polls, AAP or-
ganised a training pro-
gramme of 90 observers
from 90 VS of state includ-
ing VS in-Charge, VS
President and party work-
ers here on Sunday. It was
conducted by AAP state
in-Charge Sanjeev Jha. It
is notable here that MLA
Sanjeev Jha MLA Buradi
isthe MLA to have won
from the Delhi VS area
with the highest votes and
not only this the margin of
his victory increased
manifold in the last three

VS polls in Delhi. The rea-
son behind his victory
was his good strategy and
strength to the organisa-
tion and its workers.

State in-Charge Sanjeev
Jha said that the work of
strengthing AAP in the
state is going on and in-
formed that in all VS a
team of 100 party workers
has been formed. Now
these 100 workers will

hold public contacts form
May 25 to June 25 in all the
Grams, mohallas. All the
party workers after train-
ing will be given responsi-
bility to take charge of 10
villages each under ‘Gaon
Gaon-Mohalla Mohalla’
programme. In the first
leg there will be survey of
the villages and in the sec-
ond leg they would hold
talks with the villagers

and their grievances and
would give information to
them on the Delhi model
and AAP’s works.

In this way in the com-
ing day AAP is going to be-
come a major organisa-
tion in the state and would
be playing an important
role in the next VS polls
scheduled by next year
end and prove to be an im-
portant lead.

Sanjeev Jha charged
that the people of state
have lost faith and interest
in the working of CM
Bhupesh Baghel and al-
leged that the existini gov-
ernment in the state has
broken the record of cor-
ruption of last 15 years in
just three years itself. He
charged that the number
of demonstrations during
Congress rule has in-
creased and there are just
movement and protests all
over the state. This clearly
indicates that the faith of
people towards the gov-
ernment has stopped and
due to which there is
going to be a major change
in the state in the next
elections and people are
going to turned down two
major political party’s viz.
BJP and Congress and
rather elect AAP to form
the government in the
state.

AAP to reach out to villages: Sanjeev Jha
 Team of party workers

to visit villages and

conduct survey and

talks on grievances

Raipur, May 22: 

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on
Saturday flagged off a

truck loaded with herbal
gulal prepared in
Chhattisgarh which is
being exported to
Europe, in a programme
organized at his resi-
dence office in Raipur.
This herbal gulal has
been prepared by the
women of self-help
group Sakhi Cluster
Organization Anjora
Rajnandgaon and
Kumkum Mahila Gram
Sangathan Sankara,
Durg with their dedica-
tion and hard work
under the guidance of
Shree Ganesha Global
Gulal Pvt Ltd. Nearly 23
thousand kg of herbal
gulal worth Rs 41 lakh 95

thousand 302 is being ex-
ported to Europe.
Advisor to Chief
Minister Mr. Pradeep
Sharma, MLA and
Chhattisgarh Home

Construction Board
Chairman Mr. Kuldeep
Juneja, Raipur Mayor
Mr. Eijaz Dhebar, Shri
Ganesha Global Gulal
Pvt. Director Anuj Goyal

along with office bearers
of women self-help
groups were present on
the occasion.

Meanwhile, as per the
directions of Chief

Minister Bhupesh
Baghel, various income-
generating activities are
being conducted in
Gauthans with an aim to
make rural women self-

reliant. Cultivation of
flowers especially
marigold flower has
been started in the com-
munity gardens of
Gauthans to provide ad-
ditional income to
women groups. On
February 18, 2022, an
MoU was inked between
Shri Ganesha Global
Gulal Private Limited
and the Directorate of
Horticulture and Farm
Forestry, Government of
Chhattisgarh for the
preparation of herbal
gulal from flowers in the
presence of Chief
Minister Bhupesh
Baghel. In its first phase,
herbal gulal and herbal

puja materials are being
prepared through 150
women self-help groups.
23 thousand 279 kg
herbal gulal prepared by
women SHGs will be
sent from Raipur to
Mundra port in Gujarat
for export to Europe in
collaboration with Shri
Ganesha Global Gulal
Pvt Ltd. This herbal
gulal is worth 54 thou-
sand 491 US dollars i.e.
Rs 41 lakh 95 thousand
302. It is the matter of
pride for Chhattisgarh
that the herbal products
made by women SHGs in
Gauthans are being ex-
ported to foreign coun-
tries.

Ch’garh’s herbal gulal going intn’l with gulal being exported to Europe
 Baghel flags 

off a truck full of
herbal gulal to be
sent to Europe

 Gulal prepared by
women Self-Help
groups

 23000 kg of herbal
gulal worth Rs
41.95 lakh is being
exported to Europe

Raipur, May 22: 

There is good news for
more than 13 thousand in-
vestors of Devyani
Chitfund Company as they
are going to get back their
money soon. The district
administration has com-
pleted preparations to-
wards this direction.
Meanwhile the applica-
tions of more than 2,700 in-
vestors of three chit fund
companies are ready to be
invited online. The district
administration has got Rs 1
crore 39 lakh 2 thousand
from the property auction
of these three companies.
These investors had ap-
plied offline earlier. But
due to confusion in their

applications the district ad-
ministration has started
preparing to invite online
applications from them.
Applications will be invit-
ed again from these in-
vestors on the web link.
According to officials, after
auctioning the property of
chit fund companies, such
a small amount has been
received that in the coming
days the bank accounts
and accounts of these com-
panies will also be frozen.
Members of these compa-
nies will also come under
the purview of action. As
the amount from auction of
assets of chit fund compa-
nies will come in, applica-
tions from investors of
other companies will also

be invited online. Officials
say that the administration
is concerned about the ap-
plications received offline.
The major reason for this
is that the investors have
not provided the correct in-
formation about the re-
ceipt along with their cor-
rect name and address in
the applications. In hun-
dreds of applications, the
mobile numbers and ad-
dresses of the agents are
wrong. According to the in-
formation received from
the district administration
officials, there are about
13,200 investors in Devyani
Chitfund Company. The ad-
ministration has received
Rs 4 crore 14 lakh 92 thou-
sand 500 from this compa-

ny. Now there is a prepara-
tion to give 20 percent
amount to the investors of
this company. According to
the information, an
amount of Rs 6 lakh 45
thousand has been re-
ceived from the attachment
of the assets of Dry India
Company. An amount of
Rs 81 lakh one thousand
was received through auc-
tion of land of Gold-Key
Infraventure (Decid
Benefit Fund Limited) chit
fund company. Similarly,
an amont of Rs 51 lakh 51
thousand has been collect-
ed with sale of the land of
Nirmal Infrahome. Now
applications will be invited
from investors of these
companies.

Devyani Chitfund Co investors 
to get back their amount soon

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2222::  

Bharatiya Janata Party
leader and legislator
Brijmohan Agrawal today hit
back at Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi for his recent state-
ment at a programme in
London. Addressing a press
conference here today
Agrawal made serious allega-
tions against Congress. 

Fragrance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s works is
spreading all over the country
and the world, he said, adding
that BJP’s central government
is doing the work of spreading
fragrance by bringing out the

best schemes for the common
man while Congress is a rot in
itself. The people of the coun-
try wiped out the Congress
because of rot in it. People of
Congress are doing the work
of spreading stench, he
alleged.

He said that ‘self-pro-
claimed’ leader of Congress,
Rahul Gandhi was giving
wrong statements against the
government of India in foreign
soil. Now people make fun of
the words of the so called
Congress leader, he said
adding that he considered
Rahul Gandhi’s statement dur-
ing his foreign visit as an
insult to democracy. Rahul
Gandhi was giving statement
against government which
was elected with a majority by
the people of the country and
which was accepted by the
people in the recent elections
in 4 states whereas Congress

was rejected everywhere, he
said. Referring to results of
assembly elections held
recently in four states,
Agrawal tried to prove that
people want only BJP. In 4
states, the public has reposed
faith in the BJP and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, he
said, adding that Congress
lost its deposit in 387 out of
399 seats in Uttar Pradesh. No
one in the country listens to
Rahul Gandhi, so he goes
abroad and talks like this, he
said. Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi had said that BJP has
sprinkled kerosene all over the
country and a single spark can
start a fire. Rahul Gandhi said
that the situation in the coun-
try is not good. PM Modi does
not listen to anyone. Efforts
are being made to suppress
the voice of the people in the
country. Rahul Gandhi also
targeted the central govern-

ment on the China issue.
Rahul Gandhi said that the

Chinese army has entered
Ladakh. Rahul Gandhi also
linked the LAC dispute to the
Russo-Ukraine war. Rahul
Gandhi was speaking at the
‘Ideas for India’ program at
Cambridge University,
London. Agrawal said that
Center charges a fixed excise
duty on the prices of petrol
but VAT increases according
to the price of petrol in
Chhattisgarh. VAT increases
as the price increases.
Because of this people are
getting expensive petrol and
Congress is the reason for
inflation in Chhattisgarh. 

Public should be given relief
by reducing VAT in the state,
he said and warned that if this
does not happen then BJP will
come to the streets to fight for
the rights of the people as
usual.

Central govt brings out best schemes for common people: Brijmohan

 Says fragrance 
of Modi’s works is
spreading all over
while Congress is
spreading stench 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2222:: The Chhattisgarh

government is delivering 5 to 6

folds more welfare to the state’s

farmers every year through Rajiv

Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana than the

amount received under the Prime

Minister’s Samman Nidhi. Today,

on the occasion of the death

anniversary of former Prime

Minister Bharat Ratna Late Rajiv

Gandhi, the amount of the first

instalment released by the

Chhattisgarh government to the

state’s farmers which is Rs.2100

more than the Prime Minister’s

Samman Nidhi received by the

farmers of Chhattisgarh in a year.

Under the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay

Yojana of the state government,

input assistance amounting

Rs.1720 crore 11 lakh has been

released to 22 lakh 57 thousand 882

farmers of the state, with an aver-

age of Rs.7518 per farmer. While

under the Prime Minister’s

Samman Nidhi Scheme, state’s

farmers will get only Rs.5403  per

farmer this year. Under Rajiv

Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana, this year

about Rs.6900 crore will be paid to

the farmers in the form of input

assistance. If this entire amount is

compared with the amount of

Prime Minister Kisan Samman

Nidhi, then on an average, 5 to 6

times more amount is being given

to the farmers by the Chhattisgarh

government. In Chhattisgarh state,

during the Kharif marketing year

2019-20, average input assistance

of Rs.30,526 was given per farmer

under the Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay

Yojana, while the farmers of the

state got only Rs.4882 on an aver-

age in the form of Pradhan Mantri

Samman Nidhi. If we compare, the

amount given by the Government

of Chhattisgarh is almost 6 times

more than the amount received

under Prime Minister Kisan

Samman Nidhi. 

‘Ch’garh govt is delivering more 
welfare to state’s farmers than the Centre’
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CLEANING OF POND

Mayor Ejaz Dhebar along with other workers carried out cleaning of pond on occasion of International Bio-diversity
Day here on Sunday.

Raipur, May 22: 

Chief Minister Bhupesh
Baghel in presence of
farmers inaugurated the
State Level Photo
Exhibition showing the
progress of development
work in Chhattisgarh and
various achievements of
the government in the last
three and half years dedi-
cated to people’s welfare at
Science College
Auditorium, Raipur. This
photo exhibition has been
organized by the Public
Relations Department. On
the death anniversary of
former Prime Minister
Bharat Ratna Late
Mr.Rajiv Gandhi, this
photo exhibition will be
open to the general public
for the next one month and
the exhibition will focus
on ‘Priority Schemes’ of
state government.

Baghel paid floral trib-
ute to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi at
the exhibition site. He also
visited the exhibition thor-
oughly and carefully ob-
served the pictures of the
implementation of differ-
ent schemes at the field
level. He took the informa-

tion and feedback from the
departmental officers
about the Shri Dhanwantri
Generic Medical Store
Scheme and
Mukhyamantri Slum
Health Scheme. Along
with the Chief Minister,
MLA Anita Yogendra
Sharma and Chairman of
Raipur District Co-opera-
tive Central Bank Pankaj
Sharma also visited the ex-
hibition. The photo exhibi-
tion has attractive photo-
graphs and films related to

different segments of the
schemes of different dis-
tricts and their beneficiar-
ies which is organized by
the Public Relations
Department at the DDU
Auditorium of Science
College campus. The prior-
ity schemes on which this
exhibition has a focus in-
clude Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana, Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Chief
Minister Urban Slum
Health Scheme, Dai-Didi
Clinic Yoajan,

Mukhyamantri Haat
Bazar Clinic Yojana,
Mukhyamantri Suposhan
Abhiyan, Swami
Atmanand English
Medium School Scheme,
Narva, Garwa, Ghurwa
and Bari, Implementation
of Forest Rights Act,
Forest Produce Collection,
Chief Minister’s
Plantation Promotion
Scheme, Rajiv Gandhi
Gramin Bhoomiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay
Yojana, Chhattisgarh
Employment Mission,
Rajiv Yuva Mitan Club
Yojna, Shri Dhanwantri
Generic Medical Store
Scheme, Mukhyamantri
Mitan Yojana, Ram Van
Gaman Tourist Circuit etc.

The photo exhibition
also has a segment dedicat-
ed to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi
which will show his per-
sonality and work through
photographs, newspaper
clippings and films.
Glimpses of important
construction work done in
the state in the last three
and a half years have also
been shown here. On the
occasion of the inaugura-
tion of the photo exhibi-
tion, the Director of Public
Relations Department
Saumil Ranjan Choubey,
Additional Directors JL
Dariyo, Umesh Mishra,
Sanjeev Tiwari, depart-
mental officers and people
were present.

Baghel inaugurates state level photo
exhibition in presence of farmers

 Photo exhibition 

organised by PR

Department on progress

of development works

undertaken in Ch’garh in

last three and a half years

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2222:: Bharat
Sevashram Sangha—Raipur
is observing the birth cente-
nary of Srimat Swami
Buddhananda Maharaj at its
Bharat Sevashram
Sangha,VIP Road premises
Raipur on May 23, 2022.
On the eve of that auspi-
cious life time occasion
Rajat Kumar Banerjee paid

his reverence to Swami
Buddhananda Moharaj,- a
man with vision and mission
who served his entire life in
the service of distressed
humanity and in spreading
teaching and of Sri Guru
Moharaj and Man making
education with zeal and
zest. He mentioned that
Swamijee was General

Secretary of the Bharat
Sevashram Sangha. He did
many numerous philan-
thropic job He was founder
of BSS Pranavananda
Academy. Banerjee hoped
that his deeds will enlighten
all so that everyone can
become a good human and
above all worth citizen of
Mother India.

BSS to observe birth centenary of Swami Buddhananda

Raipur, May 22: The pro-
bationer officers of the
Indian Administrative
Service (2020) batch of
Chhattisgarh cadre net
Chief Information
Commissioner, M.K. Raut.
He informed the
Probationer IAS officers
that under the Right to
Information Act, the cases
of second appeal and com-
plaint are being heard by
the Chief Information
Commissioner and State
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioners through
video conferencing in the
Chhattisgarh State
Information Commission
(CSIC). Raut informed the
probationer officers that
government works, docu-
ments and programs are

being displayed in the de-
partmental website so that
common citizens do not
need to apply under the
Right to Information Act.

Raut said that in demo-
cratic governance, the gov-
ernment and government
machinery should be ac-
countable to the people and
there should be trans-
parency in the implemen-
tation of government ma-
chinery. That is why such a
provision has been made

through the Right to
Information Act, under
which any citizen can get
information regarding the
activities of the public au-
thority. The definition of
public authority is such
that any citizen can get in-
formation not only about
the administrative system.
Rather, it can get informa-
tion in relation to all those
autonomous bodies which
are controlled by public au-
thority or receive financial

assistance of two lakhs or
more from the central or
state government. It has
also been provided in the
Act that if the information
is not provided by the
Public Information Officer
on time to the applicant
concerned, then such offi-
cers are punished by the
State Information
Commission. The Chief
I n f o r m a t i o n
Commissioner gave de-
tailed information about

the sections of the Right to
Information Act through a
power point presentation.
The Chief Information
Commissioner said that
the applicant of the appli-
cation received under the
Right to Information Act
must respond to the infor-
mation sought within the
time-limit and in the event
of providing paid informa-
tion, the calculation of fee
should also be given to the
applicant and the applicant
has to deposit the fee. Only
after that the photocopy of
the desired information is
made available. The name,
designation of the Public
Information Officer should
also be clearly mentioned
while giving information
to the applicant.

Probationer IAS gets familiar with the procedures of CSIC
Raipur, May 22:

Renowned ophthalmol-
ogist and president of
Andhha Shraddha
Nirmoolan Samiti Dr
Dinesh Mishra has
strongly criticized the
death of a rural woman
doubting her as witch-
craft and mentioned that
there is no existence of
black magic and villagers
should not take law in
their hands.

Dr Mishra apprised,
Parmeshwar in village
Dehantola of Kawardha
district believed that
cause of her wife remain-
ing ill is due to a widow
Sakhina Merawi who
lives in his neighborhood.

He thought that Sakhina
practiced black magic
and it led to the death of
his wife. One day
Parmeshwar in fit of
anger killed Sakhina with
a log and set fire to her

body inside the house it-
self. It is said that
Parmeshwar did this act
on the advice of a baiga
who had said that if
Sakhina’s body is not
burnt she will become
ghost.

Dr Mishra advised the
villagers that there is no
existence of ghost or
black magic and they
should not be carried
away by words of witch
doctors or baigas and
commit crime. He added,
if a person falls ill it is
due to some medical prob-
lem and needs treatment
from a registered medical
practitioner rather than
taking the shelter of
baigas or black magic.

‘Blind faith led to murder of woman’
No existence of black magic

Raipur, May 22: Tender
boycott  campaign is going
on in all the construction
departments by
Chhattisgarh Contractor’s
Association. Along with
this, the pace of construc-
tion works in the state is
also slowing down. In view
of this, on the seventh day
of the tender boycott, on
May 20, the Minister of
Public Works Department,
Tamradhwaj Sahu called a
meeting of the office bear-
ers of the Chhattisgarh
Contractor’s Association.

In the meeting various
points were discussed but
no concrete decision was
taken. The State President
of the Association, Viresh
Shukla, said that due to the
severe price hike of con-
struction material, a deci-
sion has been taken to boy-
cott the tender. In the meet-
ing held with PWD
Minister Mr. Sahu, the

problems of the contrac-
tors have been put before
him. He also interacted
with the officers during
the meeting. Along with
this, he has assured to send
forward proposals in re-
spect of various demands
including the difference of
10 years old SOR and mar-
ket price. Along with this,
in the meeting with the

government officials, it
has been assured to dis-
cuss about the solution of
the problem. State
President of Contractor
Association Viresh Shukla
said that  the contractors
are facing severe financial
crisis and for the resolu-
tion of which various
round of meetings is going
on in all the districts along
with boycotting the tender.
In the last 8 days, not a sin-
gle tender is filled, neither
manual nor online. He said
that on May 23, a state-level
meeting of the association
has been called, in which
the further strategy will be
decided.

PWD minister calls meeting 
on the seventh day of tender boycott
 Point-wise detail

discussion held

Raipur, May 22: 

A courtesy call on
Governor Ms. Anusuiya
Uikey was held at Raj
Bhavan here  by a delega-
tion led by the chairman
of Chhattisgarh Mitwa
Sankalp Samiti and mem-
ber of the third gender
welfare board, Ms. Vidya
Rajput. Members of the
delegation requested to
provide 2 percent reser-
vation in state govern-
ment jobs for socio-eco-
nomic inclusion of trans-
gender community.
Governor Ms. Uike as-
sured all possible help.
Ms. Rajput apprised the
Governor about the eco-
nomic, social and educa-

tional problems of the
transgender community
and requested her to
solve their problems by
giving a memorandum to
the concerned depart-
ments regarding the ex-
isting schemes for trans-
gender. Along with this, a
request has also been

made to waive off the
loan or interest of the
beneficiary trans women
under the Saksham
scheme of the Women
and Child Development
Department. She said
that after the formation
of third gender welfare
board in Chhattisgarh,

there has been a positive
change in their condi-
tion. Under Section 8 of
the Transgender Persons
(Protection of Rights)
Act, 2019, she also de-
manded to make separate
schemes for higher edu-
cation, old age pension
and family promotion for
the transgender commu-
nity. Other members of
the delegation Ms.
Raveena Bariha, Ms.
Saburi Yadav, Ms.
Tanushree Sahu, Krishi
Tandi and Papi Devnath
were present on the occa-
sion. The Governor felici-
tated the chairperson of
the delegation, Ms. Vidya
Rajput, with a shawl and
a memento.

Transgender community meets Governor 
Demands 2 per cent reservation in state government jobs 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2222::

Ovarian cancer is one of the
most common cancers in
women, but compared to
breast cancer and cervical can-
cer, there is a lack of aware-
ness regarding it among the
public. According to a survey, a
total of 1.2 million cases of
ovarian cancer were reported
in 2021, resulting in 161,000
deaths due to this dreaded dis-
ease. Currently, about 14,000
cases of the disease are diag-
nosed in India every year.

Dr Diwakar Pandey,
Consultant Senior Surgical
Oncologist, Sanjeevani CBCC
USA Cancer Hospital said with
the aim of spreading awareness
among people about Ovarian
Cancer (Ovarian Cancer) that
this cancer is caused by the

uncontrolled growth of cells in
the ovary. These cancer cells
grow rapidly and take the form
of tumors and start attacking
healthy cells of the body. He
further said that people in the
age group of 40 to 60 are most
likely to get this disease. In the
early stage of ovarian cancer,
its symptoms are not easily vis-
ible, so women mostly ignore
those symptoms. Some com-
mon symptoms of ovarian can-
cer are: bloating or enlarge-
ment, weight loss, feeling full
quickly while eating, pain in the
pelvic area, feeling weak, back
pain, excretion change in habits
(difficulty passing, or frequent
urination). “Some common
symptoms of ovarian cancer
are: bloating or enlargement,
weight loss, feeling full quickly
while eating, pain in the pelvic

area, feeling weak, back pain,
excretion Change in habits (dif-
ficulty passing, or frequent uri-
nation). Adding annual visit to
your doctor and regular ultra-
sound and pelvic examination
should be a part of routine life
after late 30s. “  

Sharing his insights about
preventive measures women
can take to reduce their risk of
ovarian cancer, Dr. Diwakar
advises that there’s currently
no screening test to detect
ovarian cancer at early stage
and the symptoms with which
patients present are normally
associated with other common
conditions. Adding annual visit
to your doctor and regular
ultrasound and pelvic examina-
tion should be a part of routine
life after late 30s.Other option
that women should consider is

taking birth control pills and
determine whether contracep-
tive medications (oral contra-
ceptives) are right for them.
Taking birth control pills can
reduce the risk of ovarian can-
cer. However, these prescrip-
tions have risks, so consider
whether the benefits outweigh
the risks in your particular situ-
ation. After the proper screen-
ing, only a cancer specialist can

tell you the best approach for
your individual situation. That
is why regular screening and
consultation are necessary.
One of the main factors is
genetic and family history. If
you have close family members
who have had ovarian cancer,
you may be at a higher risk of
developing the disease. Being
overweight or obese,
endometriosis, never getting
pregnant, starting the menstru-
al cycle at an early age, or hav-
ing an older age than normal
can increase the risk of ovarian
cancer.

Dr Diwakar Pandey says that
although ovarian cancer is
mostly detected at an
advanced stage, it can be cured
with the right combination of
chemotherapy, surgery and tar-
geted therapy. There are cur-

rently other very promising
modalities for its treatment,
including cytoreductive surgery
and heated intraperitoneal
chemotherapy during surgery.
This combination, although
reserved for a select group of
patients, significantly reduces
the risk of recurrence. Although
this combination is used in a
select patient, it significantly
reduces the chances of the can-
cer coming back. 

He said that the most impor-
tant thing is that even if you are
diagnosed with ovarian cancer,
you should not be afraid, but
contact the doctor immediate-
ly, and consult. Cancer can be
eradicated from the root when
detected early and even in
advanced stages, it can be con-
trolled using state-of-the-art
techniques.

Raipur, May 22: 

On the occasion of Anti-
Terrorism Day on  May
21st, the death anniver-
sary of former Prime
Minister Late Rajiv
Gandhi, the officers and
employees of the State
Election Commission of-
fice took an anti-terrorism
oath at 11:00 am. The offi-

cials and employees took
the , the oathto stay away
from the path of violence
and terrorism on May 21.
On this occasion, Deputy
Secretary of the
Commission, Mrs. Ankita
Garg, Under Secretary Mr.
Alok Srivastava, Mr.
Pranay Verma and other
officers and employees
were present.

Anti-terror oath taken in
State Election Commission

Currently no screening test to detect ovarian cancer at early stage: Dr Diwakar



Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 22: The
government officers and
employees from the
Collectorate were adminis-
tered pledge to strongly
protest against terrorism
and violence. It is notable
here that on occasion of

'Anti-Terrorism Day' on
May 21, since it happens to
be a holiday, therefore the
officers and employees were
administered pledge
against terrorism and vio-
lence here on Friday at 11:00
am. In the Divisional
Commissioner's office, the
Dy. Commissioner BS Sidar
and in the Collector's office-
Joint Collector Gokul
Rawate administered oath
to the officers and employ-

ees at 'Prerna Bhavan'. On
this occasion the officers
and employees took a pledge
to ensure peace, social har-
mony between all the castes
and religious and sections
of the society and to strong-
ly protest against the forces
posting threat to human val-
ues. During this Jt.
Collector Narendra Paikra,
Dy. Comm. Madhuri Som
and other officers and em-
ployees were present.

BJP all set to form govt in
Ch’garh in 2023: Kaushik 

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 22: Under
Kushabhau Thackeray's
birth centenary work ex-
tension plan, a meeting of
Guru Gobind Singh Shakti
Kendra booth number 165
of Jagdalpur was held on
Thursday in Baidar Para
Chhatrapati Shivaji Ward
in the presence of expan-
sionist Yogendra Kaushik.

Members of the booth
committee of Guru Gobind
Singh Shakti Kendra booth
number 165, prominent
youth workers, and
women's self-help groups
were present in this meet-
ing. An attempt was made
to inform the people about
the achievement of Dr.
Raman Singh of 15 years
through street corner meet-
ings.

Vistarak Yogendra
Kaushik said that it has
been decided to form the
BJP government in 2023,
and our booth is strongest
and our goal should be to
win every booth by 2023. In
the 2023 assembly elections

and June 2024 Lok Sabha
elections and municipal
elections, the BJP has to be
empowered at the polling
station and get victory.

Condemning the state
government he said that
under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana, more than 8
lakh beneficiaries could
not be provided housing
and black marketing of fer-
tilizers is going on. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
has made arrangements for
construction of more than
11 crore toilets, support to
more than 10 crore families
under Ayushman Bharat,
in which treatment of up to
five lakhs has been made,
he said appreciating the
public centric schemes of

the central government.
The program was con-

ducted by city general sec-
retary and power center in-
charge Sangram Singh
Rana and expansionist
Yogesh Shukla. On this oc-
casion, mainly Lakshmi
Kashyap, Phuleshwari
Karai, Daymani Baghel,
Gayatri Kashyap, Shyam
Sundar Baghel, Tek Singh,
Basanti, Dayamati, Heera,
Balmati, Surbali,
Dhanmati, Ritu Baghel,
Parvati, Haravati, Kiran,
Sumani, Parvati,
Maheshwari, Lakhmi,
Mandakini, Devendra,
Chandan Singh, Shrikant
Patnaik booth committee
members and BJP workers
were present.

Central Chronicle News

Takathpur, May 22: An
important meeting related
to organisational issues of
BJP was held here on
Friday and in this discus-
sions were held on works
by the 'Karya Vistaraks' in
the 'Shakti Kendras' and
about religious conversion.

In this meeting RSS
Chief Abhyagat District of-
fice bearer Pradeep
Sharma said that in the
name of religious conver-
sion, the people are being
taught about becoming

anti-national. It is by show-
ing fear of social boycott
and it is by preparing at-
mosphere in the present-
day peaceful context, an at-
tempt is being made to take
people away from the
mainstream of the society
and to which the BJP has
to stop at any cost.

State Women's
Commission former
Chairperson Harshita
Pandey said that in order
to make the Constitution
supreme, compliance of
Constitutional laws and act
should is mandatory. She

urged the 'Karya Vistaraks'
to give information about
the central schemes in de-
tails to various beneficiar-
ies.

The Legal Advisor
Dilman Rati Minj infor-
md that in 1991 the provi-
sion made in the National
Act 1991 for religious con-
version are incomplete
and held the need for
making amendments into
it. BJP district president
Ramdev Kumavat asked
the 'Karya Vistaraks' to
honestly adhere to the
progamme fixed by the or-

ganisation.
In the beginning of the

programme, Bharat Mata,
photos of BJP's ideals and
founder members were
garlanded. In the meeting
of the organisation relat-
ed to religious conversion
and patriotism held at the
Kaushik's residence, the
office bearers from all
four 'Mandals' of BJP viz.
Takathpur, Ganiyari,
Sakri, Vijaypur, all the
morcha, mahila morcha,
Yuva Morcha office bear-
ers were present in large
number.

One-day NIC visit organized at CU  
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 22: A one-
day visit was jointly organ-
ized by the Department of
Information Technology
and Industry-Institute
Interaction Cell (II) of
Guru Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh.

Under the same, B.Tech
(IT) sixth semester stu-
dents were taken to
National Informatics
Center (NIC), Naya Raipur.
It was proposed and organ-
ized by Dr. Rohit Raja
Associate Professor and
Head, of IT Department.
The tour was led by
Ravikant Sahu (Senior
Network Engineer) who
guided the students
through the working of dif-
ferent components with
live demonstrations, ex-

plaining the techniques be-
hind each of them. The stu-
dents visited various de-
partments of NIC like

Power Backup Room,
Network Management
Room, Server Room and
Data Center etc. and under-

stood their working proce-
dures.

NIC conducted two dif-
ferent interactive sessions

to give insights to the stu-
dents. The first session was
led by Ravikant Sahoo
(Senior Network Engineer)
who provided information
on how video conferencing
is being done globally with
IP addresses.

Dr AK Hota (SIO & DDG
NIC), AK Som Shekhar
(Senior Technical
Director) and Surendra
Agarwal (Technical
Director NIC) joined the
second session and made
the students aware about
the functions of NIC, its vi-
sion and key technologies.
He exhorted the students
by saying that "there is
enough employment in the
country but the students
who lag behind are the in-
demand skills of the indus-
try" and asked the students
to work on their skills.

Central Chronicle News

Mahasamund, May
22: Based upon com-
plaints about lack of
supply of gas cyliders to
consumers in the dis-
trict, it was as per in-
structions from the
Collector Nileshwar
Kshirsagar that a team
of food officers viz. Asst.
Food Officer Harish
Soneshwari, Food
Inspector Sushila Gabel
conducted raid against
M/s Ashok HP Gas
Agency on May in
Saraipali.

In the physical inspec-
tion conducted, there
was difference found in

the stocks registered in
the register and the ac-
tual stock in the
godown. Based upon
this, a total of 253 filled
Domestic LPG cylinders
of (14.2 kg); 387 empty
cylinders; filled 26
pieces of commercial
gas cylinders (19 kg) and
empty 125 cylinders and
small filled 28 gas cylin-
ders (5 Kg) and 125
empty gas cylinders
were seized.

The above action was
taken under Petroleum
Gas (Supply &
Distribution Act) 2000
and it is a punishable of-
fence under Essential
Commodities Act 1955.

Central Chronicle News

Jagdalpur, May 22: A se-
curity lapse has been re-
ported, for the assistance of
Bastar MP Deepak Baij,
who is in the region to at-
tend the Chief Minister's
programme in Sukma. It is
to be known that on
Wednesday Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel's visited
Sukma.

Before leaving for
Lohandiguda- Dantewada-
Sukma, the MP's convoy
personnel's dully informed
the Sukma Superintendent
of Police and the con-
cerned Intelligence
Bureau and Protocol
Officer a day before. But as
they reached Dantewada
from Lohandiguda, the se-

curity arrangements of
Dantewada police were
fine, but as soon as they
reached the border of
Sukma district to attend
the scheduled program,
there was no ROP on 
the roads.

There was no facility

nor was he given follow pi-
loting. In such a situation,
there was a big lapse in the
security of the MP of a
sensitive parliamentary
constituency who has "Z
plus" security. Thereafter
the concerned officials
and authorities have ten-
dered their apology to the
MP over the lapse.

Meanwhile the MP has
condemned the incident
and said that since the
lapse in the security of
any public representatives
in a sensitive area like
Bastar can lead to any ac-
cident, as the Congress
party has lost its big lead-
ers and said that such a
lapse will not be tolerated,
and it should be seriously
investigated.

Tuskers trample to death man,
minor daughter inside house

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, May 22: A 25-
year-old man and his
minor daughter were
killed when an elephant
attacked their house in
Koriya district, a forest of-
ficial said on Sunday.

The incident took place
on Saturday night in
Belgaon village under
Manendragarh forest
range when a wild tusker
entered the under-con-
struction house of Gulab
Singh Gond and trampled
him and his 6-year-old
daughter Shanu to death,
said Divisional Forest
Officer (DFO) Loknath
Patel.

"Gond's wife Sunita
managed to escape. The
elephants destroyed the

u n d e r - c o n s t r u c t i o n
house, and were finally
driven away by neigh-
bours and a forest team
that arrived there. The
pachyderms had come
from Madhya Pradesh
and have returned," he
said.

"The forest department
had alerted villagers
about the movement of a
herd of 10 elephants
through loudspeakers, but
the family of the deceased
couldn't get information
as their house is located
in the jungle," Patel
added.

The kin of the deceased
were provided immediate
aid of Rs 25,000 each,
while the remaining com-
pensation will be dis-
bursed on completion of

necessary formalities, the
official said.

The Surguja division,
comprising Surguja,
Jashpur, Koriya,
Balrampur and Surajpur
districts as well as areas

in Korba and Raigarh of
Bilaspurt division have
been witnessing such ele-
phant-human conflicts for
years, leading to several
deaths and damage to
property.

Lakhma provides financial 
assistance to families of the victims 

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 22: State
Industries Minister Kawasi
Lakhma on Sunday provided
financial assistance to the
families of victims of arson
in the year 2011 at
Timmapuram and Tadmetla
in Sukma district. He pre-
sented a cheque of Rs 2 lakh
each to 60 victims of
Tadmetla and 3 victims of
Timmapuram in a general
meeting held at Dornapal.

During this, District
Panchayat President Harish
Kawasi, Sukma
Municipality President
Jagannath Sahu, Dornapal
Nagar Panchayat President
Smt. Babita Madvi and other

public representatives were
present.

150 villagers of Errabor
got forest rights certificate

In the general meeting
held at Dornapal, Minister
Lakhma presented forest
rights recognition certifi-
cate to 150 villagers of
Errabor. Addressing the
gathering on this occasion,
he said that education has

an important place in the
development of Sukma dis-
trict. Educated youth are
the future builders of any
area, with the aim of ensur-
ing quality education to all
the children, schools,
ashram schools, which were
closed during Salwa Judum,
are being restarted in the
district.

In order to provide eco-

nomic strength to those
earning income from forest
based activities, more
minor forest produce is
being procured by the gov-
ernment at the minimum
support price, the remuner-
ation rate for tendu leaf col-
lection has been increased.
Along with this, in view of
the problem of tendu leaf
collectors, remuneration is
being paid in cash in Sukma
district.

He said that under the
leadership of Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel,
the government is giving
priority to tribal develop-
ment, empowerment of vil-
lagers and self-reliance of
women. For which many
schemes are being operated,
and thousands of villagers
are benefiting from them.

p To protest against ter-

rorism and violence
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p Of Tadmetla fire

The incident took place on Saturday night in
Belgaon village under Manendragarh forest range
when a wild tusker entered the under-construction
house of Gulab Singh Gond and trampled him and
his 6-year-old daughter Shanu to death. Gond's wife
Sunita managed to escape. The elephants destroyed
the under-construction house, and were finally driv-
en away by neighbours and a forest team that arrived
there. The pachyderms had come from Madhya
Pradesh and have returned. The kin of the deceased
were provided immediate aid of Rs 25,000 each, while
the remaining compensation will be disbursed on
completion of necessary formalities.

About the incident

Security lapse in assisting
of Bastar MP Deepak Baij

Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 22: Dr
Dhanjay Gopal, Associate
Professor, Department of
Mathematics, Central
University Bilaspur, has
been selected by the
Department of
Mathematics, Gian
University, Spain, as Guest
Professor for the spring se-
mester of 2023 for 6 months.

His selection will pro-
mote research and academ-
ic collaboration between
the two universities. It will
be very useful, especially
for the Center of Excellence
based on Nonlinear
Analysis and Computing

under the University.
Applications were invited
by Gian University, Spain in
February 2022 for the posts
of 06 Visiting Professors for
various departments glob-
ally. The main criteria for
selection was the world
class research work of the
applicants, 10 years of

teaching experience and re-
search project proposal to
be implemented in the in-
tended session. The tenure
of the selected visiting pro-
fessor will be from January
2023 to June 2023. During
this, his responsibility will
be to promote research and
teaching work.

DeepakBaij

Dr Dhanjay Gopal selected
as visiting professor

At Spanish University 

Filled and empty gas
cylinders seized 

From M/s Ashok HP Gas Agency, Saraipali

Constitutional laws should be
complied with: Sharma

Meeting of BJP held related to religious conversion and review of ‘Karya Vistarak’

Officers, employees administered pledge 

One dies, there
other seriously

injured
BBaalloodd,,  MMaayy  2222::  In a major
road accident on Thursday
night ner Mankunwar Chowk
under Doundi thana, a high-
speed car dashed against
parked truck and in this 10 yr
old boy died on the spot and
three others got seriously in-
jured. A family from Bital vil-
lage of Doundi block were
returning from some family
programme on Thursday
night when their car dashed
against a parked truck near
Mankunwar chowk. In this
car, a mother, her 10 yr old
child and two others were
travelling. The child died on
the spot and three others got
seriously injured and after
primary treatment at Dalli-
Rajhara Shaheed Haspatal
they were referred to Bhilai.

Father of innocent
child is CRPF jawan:
As per the information

provided to Doundi thana, it
was learnt that the car bear-
ing No. CG 24 P 2138 was
coming from Bhanupratapur
side from some marriage
programme. During this the
car became unbalanced and
dashed against a parked
truck near Patel Dabha near
Mankunwar Chowk.

RUSH FOR PETROL

People get their vehicles filled with fuel at a petrol pump in Gurugram, Sunday. The central government reduced
excise duty on petrol by Rs 8 per litre and on diesel by Rs 6 per litre, on Saturday. 

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY

Governor of West Bengal Jagdeep Dhankhar with his wife Sudesh Dhankhar pays tribute to Raja Ram Mohan Roy
on his 250th birth anniversary, in Kolkata, Sunday.
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BRIEF

Pak national
arrested 
 Jammu: A 21-year-old

Pakistani national was
arrested when he in-
truded into the Indian
territory from across
the International
Border (IB) here, offi-
cials said on Sunday.
Saber Nawaz, a resi-
dent of Malik Chak,
crossed into Akhnoor
sector in the outskirts
of Jammu on Saturday
and was noticed by the
alert Indian army
guarding the border,
the officials said. They
said Nawaz was chal-
lenged and subse-
quently taken into cus-
tody. He was handed
over to Khour Police
station on Sunday for
interrogation,
the officials said.

Road accident
 Siddharthnagar (UP):

An SUV carrying a
marriage party
rammed into a sta-
tionary truck here,
leaving seven people
dead, police said on
Sunday. The incident
occurred on Saturday
night near Katya vil-
lage in Jogia Udaypur
area. The SUV was
carrying 11 people.
While four people died
on the spot, others
were rushed to a hos-
pital, where three
more died. Those
killed were identified
as Sachin Pal (16),
Mukesh Pal (35),
Lalaram Paswan (26),
Shiv Sagar (18), Ravi
Paswan (19), Pintu
Gupta (25) and driver
Gaurav Maurya (22),
police said.

Fire in pharma
factory
 Ahmedabad: A major

fire broke out in a
drug manufacturing
factory in Gujarat’s
Gandhinagar district
on Sunday, officials
said. There was no re-
port of any casualty
so far, they said. The
blaze erupted in the
pharmaceutical unit
located in Kalol indus-
trial area, an official
from the fire depart-
ment in Gandhinagar
said. A call was re-
ceived about the blaze
around 9 am and five
fire tenders were
rushed there immedi-
ately, the official said.

Woman dies
 New Delhi: A 45-year-

old woman died and
her son sustained se-
vere injuries after
their Scorpio car col-
lided with the divider
at Satyawati flyover on
early Sunday morn-
ing, police said.
Poonam Bhatia suc-
cumbed to her injuries
while her son, Vats, 21,
is still under treat-
ment at Deep Chand
Bandhu Hospital, they
said. The accident
took place when the
mother and son, both
residents of Ashok
Vihar in Northwest
Delhi, were returning
home after attending a
function, police said.

Steel dome 
collapses
 Shillong: A portion of

the newly constructed
Meghalaya Legislative
Assembly building col-
lapsed but there were
no reported injury, of-
ficials said on Sunday.
The 70 tonne dome of
the Rs 177.7 crore
building constructed
by a UP-based UPN-
RNNL collapsed at
around 12:30 am last
night, they said.
According to an
Executive Engineer of
PWD (Building) over-
seeing the construc-
tions, the collapse
could have been trig-
gered by a design fault.

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

The second in-person
Quad Leaders’ Summit in
Japan will provide an op-
portunity for leaders of
four countries to review
the progress of the group-
ing’s initiatives and ex-
change views on develop-
ments in the Indo-Pacific
as well as on global issues
of mutual interest, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
said on Sunday.

In his departure state-
ment ahead of his visit to
Japan from May 23-24,
Modi said during his visit
he will also hold a bilater-
al meeting with US
President Joe Biden,
where they will discuss
further consolidation of
the multi-faceted bilateral
relations.

“We will also continue
our dialogue on regional
developments and con-
temporary global issues,”
he said. Modi said he will
be visiting Tokyo at the

invitation of his Japanese
counterpart Fumio
Kishida, and noted that in
March 2022, he had hosted
Kishida for the 14th India-
Japan Annual Summit.

“During my visit to
Tokyo, I look forward to
continuing our conversa-
tion further, with an aim
to strengthen the India-
Japan Special Strategic
and Global Partnership,”
he said. In Japan, Modi
said, he will also partici-
pate in the second in-per-
son Quad Leaders’

Summit, which will pro-
vide an opportunity for
the leaders of the four
Quad countries to review
the progress of initiatives
taken by the grouping.
“We will also exchange
views about developments
in the Indo-Pacific region
and global issues of mutu-
al interest,” Modi said.

The Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue com-
prises India, the US,
Japan and Australia.
Modi also noted that the
newly-elected Australian
Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese will be joining
the Quad Leaders’
Summit for the first time.

“I look forward to a bi-
lateral meeting with him
during which the multi-
faceted cooperation be-
tween India and Australia
under the Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership,
and regional and global is-
sues of mutual interest
will be discussed,” Modi
said.

Quad Summit opportunity to review
initiatives’ progress: PM Modi

Lucknow, May 22 (PTI):

Azam Khan and Shivpal
Yadav on Sunday skipped
the Samajwadi Party
MLAs meeting called by
party Chief Akhilesh
Yadav ahead of the assem-
bly session.

Khan, who was recently
released from Sitapur Jail,
is in Rampur and could
not attend the meeting due
to health reasons, SP lead-
ers said. However, in
Rampur, Khan was seen
visiting the district jail
with his son Abdullah
Azam to meet his support-
ers lodged there in various
cases.

Besides Khan, his son
Abdullah and Pragatisheel
Samajwadi Party Lohia
(PSPL) chief, who is SP
MLA from Jaswant Nagar
(Etawah), also did not turn
up for the meeting at SP
headquarter here.

“Both Azam Khan and
his son Abdullah will be
attending the session to-
morrow. Azam will sit on
left of Akhilesh Yadav and
will raise issues regarding
the BJP government,” SP
MLA Ravidas Mehrotra
said, adding that Khan
could not attend the meet-
ing due to health reasons.

He said Khan will first
take oath and then attend
the assembly session on
Monday. Azam Khan had

88 cases, including that of
land grabbing, registered
against him in Rampur
and was released on May
20 from Sitaupr Jail after
the Supreme Court grant-
ed him interim bail in a
cheating case.

Khan’s media in-charge
Fasahat Ali Khan had ac-
cused Akhilesh Yadav of
ignoring his colleague
while he was in jail and
also the Muslim communi-
ty, sparking speculations

about a rift in the party.
Fasahat Ali Khan had al-
leged that Akhilesh Yadav
met Azam Khan only once
in the jail and the party
made no attempt for his re-
lease in the past two-and-a-
half years.

Rumours about Azam
Khan’s unhappiness with
the Samajwadi Party lead-
ership were bolstered
when he did not meet
Ravidas Mehrotra in jail,
but a day later, met
Congress leader Pramod
Krishnam there.

About absence of
Shivpal Yadav, Mehrotra
said, “Though he won on
the SP election symbol (bi-
cycle), he is head of a
party. Earlier also he had
not attended a meeting.”

At the meeting,
Akhilesh Yadav gave tips
to the party legislators and
asked them to raise issues
of public interest.

Azam Khan, Shivpal skip SP MLAs meet
Bhopal, May 22 (PTI):

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Sunday
claimed Rahul Gandhi was
the country’s “most failed,
desperate, frustrated and
hopeless leader” and that
since nobody listens to the
Congress MP in India, he
vents out his frustration
abroad.

Chouhan was reacting
to Gandhi’s remarks at a
conference in London
where the latter recently
accused the the BJP of
spreading “kerosene all
over the country” and said
“you need one spark and
we will be in big trouble”.

Rahul Gandhi is the
country’s most unsuccess-
ful, frustrated and hope-
less leader. No patriotic
leader makes anti-national
statements like Rahul

Gandhi does while visiting
the foreign soil. No one in
the country now listens to
him, so he is venting out
his frustration abroad,
Chouhan said in a state-
ment on Twitter. Rahul
Gandhi has raised a ques-
tion mark on his patriot-
ism and loyalty to the na-
tion by making such re-
marks, the chief minister
said. “We have never criti-
cised the country on for-

eign soil, but what else can
be expected from a frus-
trated, desperate and hope-
less person? he further
said. It is surprising that
some Congress leaders are
running a campaign to
make Rahul Gandhi as the
party president, Chouhan
said, adding that only God
can then save the
Congress.

The senior BJP leader
also said he had visited the
US when Dr Manmohan
Singh was India’s prime
minister. Journalists in
the US had asked me a
question if the then Prime
Minister Manmohan
Singh ji was an
‘Underachiever’? I had
replied that he is the prime
minister of India and not
of the Congress and the
country’s PM can never be
an Underachiever,”
Chouhan tweeted.

No one in country listens to Rahul Gandhi, so he’s 
venting out frustration on foreign soil: MP CM Chouhan

Namsai (Arunachal
Pradesh), May 22 (PTI):
Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Sunday
claimed that the BJP has
ended the “culture of cor-
ruption” in the Northeast
and funds meant for devel-
opment work now get per-
colated to the last man,
while middlemen si-
phoned off most of the
amount during Congress
rule.

He alleged that the re-
gion had remained neg-
lected during 50 years of
Congress rule and assert-
ed that it came on the fast
track of development only
after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi came to
power in 2014.

Addressing a public
rally in Namsai district,
Shah lashed out at the
Congress for questioning
Modi on what he did for
the region, saying that the

grand old party won’t be
able to see development if
it keeps its eyes closed.

“Rahul Gandhi, open
your eyes and discard
Italian glasses and wear
Indian ones. Then only,
you could see what devel-
opment Modi has brought
to the region, which your
party failed to do in 50
years,” he said.

“Development funds for
the region were siphoned
off by middlemen during
the Congress rule. But

with the NDA under the
leadership of PM Modi
coming to power in 2014,
the culture of corruption
has ended and every single
penny is being utilised
with utter transparency.
The prime minister has
ensured that development
funds get percolated down
to the last man,” Shah
said. He claimed that the
Northeast was earlier
known for militancy due
to faulty policies of the
previous government but
now peace prevails as the
Centre has signed peace
deals with most of the in-
surgent outfits.

“As many as 9,600 mili-
tants in the region have
surrendered and joined
the mainstream in the last
eight years. Youths of the
Northeast are no longer
interested in gun culture
and are now launching
start-ups.

BJP ended ‘culture of corruption’ in NE: Shah

Sangrur, May 22 (PTI):

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on
Sunday led a bicycle rally
on drug awareness here
and said that his govern-
ment was working on mul-
tiple plans to eradicate
drugs from the society.

More than 15,000 cyclists
took part in the rally, ac-
cording to the govern-
ment. Addressing the
gathering after flagging it
off, the chief minister
said, Sangrur is the land of
revolutionaries and today
the people of Sangrur
have once again gathered
for a noble cause.

He said the aim of this
rally is to create a mass
awareness against the
drug menace and wean the
youths, who became its
victim, away from it, ac-
cording to an official press

release. Using the adage
‘an idle brain is a devil’s
workshop’, Mann said that
with more employment
opportunities, there will
be no space for drugs in
the society.

Our social bond is so
strong that any seed could
germinate on the land of
Punjab but never the seed
of hatred. And when our
health and mind are fit, we
will together put the state
on a high growth trajecto-
ry, the CM said.

CM leads bicycle rally on
drug awareness in Sangrur

NNeeww  DDeellhhii,,  MMaayy  2222  ((PPTTII))::

The Centre has constituted a
committee of 3 independent
experts to investigate the rea-
sons for recent collapse of a
part of under-construction tun-
nel in Ramban on Jammu-
Srinagar highway and suggest
remedial measures.

State-owned National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) has already initiated
process to handle such emer-
gency situation and also taking
all possible measures to avoid
such incidents in future, an
official statement said on
Sunday.

“ A committee of 3 inde-
pendent eminent experts has
been constituted by the central
government which has already
moved to the site to investigate
the reasons for slide/collapse
and remedial measures there-

of... Further action will be
taken based on report of com-
mittee,” it said. According to
the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways (MoRTH) office
order, Professor J T Sahu of IIT
Delhi will be the chairman of
the committee, and it will sub-
mit the report to the ministry
within 10 days.

According to the official
statement, the stretch
between Digdole and Khooni
Nallah of Ramban Banihal sec-
tion is prone to frequent land-
slide and shooting stones due
to fragile geology. Considering
the strategic importance of
maintaining all- weather con-
nectivity to Srinagar and after
assessing the challenges in
ensuring stability of hill slopes
on existing alignment, tunnels,
viaducts are proposed under 3
packages in Ramban-Banihal
section, it said.

Centre forms 3-member
panel to investigate

Ramban tunnel collapse

Kolkata, May 22 (PTI):

The CBI has filed an FIR
against five members of
an advisory panel of the
West Bengal School
Service Commission in
connection with its probe
into alleged irregularities
in recruitment to Group C
posts in state government-
aided schools, an official
said on Sunday. The cen-
tral agency named the ad-
visory committee’s former
chairman Shanti Prasad
Sinha, SSC’s ex-chairman
Soumitra Sarkar, commis-
sion’s former secretary
Ashok Kumar Saha and its
ex-programming officer
Samarjit Acharya in the
FIR. It also mentioned
Kalyanmoy Ganguly, the
president of the West
Bengal Board of
Secondary Education in
the first information re-

port. The CBI slapped
charges of criminal con-
spiracy, cheating and for-
gery against them, the offi-
cial said. The agency has
asked the five officials to
submit “details of their
bank balance and income
tax returns as well as de-
tails of properties they
have purchased in the
names of other people”,
the agency official said.

In its FIR, the central
agency also mentioned
that the SSC advisory
panel was formed “on the
insistence” of the then ed-
ucation minister Partha
Chatterjee, he said. The de-
velopment came after state
minister Paresh Adhikari
was interrogated for the
third consecutive day on
Saturday on the ‘illegal”
appointment of his daugh-
ter as a teacher in a gov-
ernment-aided school.

Recruitment scam in Bengal schools:

CBI registers FIR against five officials

There is no Shivling

inside Gyanvyapi

mosque: SP lawmaker

LLuucckknnooww,,  MMaayy  2222  ((PPTTII))::
Samajwadi Party MP Shafiqur
Rahman Barq on Sunday
claimed that there was no
Shivling’ in Gyanvapi mosque
in Varanasi and the word was
spread about it to stoke senti-
ments for the upcoming 2024
parliamentary elections.

“All these circumstances are
being created due to 2024
elections. If you go into the
history there was no ‘Shivling’
and nothing else in the
Gyanvapi mosque. All this is
wrong,” Barq, an MP from
Sambhal, told reporters out-
side the Samajwadi Party
office. Barq was here to meet
SP chief Akhilesh Yadav.

On Ayodhya, Barq said,
“Though a Ram temple is
being constructed, I still say
that there is a mosque
there”.”Ye takat ke bal-boote
pe ho raha” (This is purely a
display of power).” “We are
being targeted. 
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YOUNG PIONEERS

Children attend an official initiation ceremony for the youth organisation ‘Young Pioneers’, on Red Square in
Moscow on May 21, 2022. The Vladimir Lenin All-Union Pioneer Organisation, known as the Young Pioneers, was

founded on May 19, 1922 and celebrates its 100th anniversary this year.

PROTECTS

Protesters hold a Republican flag during an anti-monarchy demonstration in Madrid on May 22 coinciding with the 
return to Spain of former king Juan Carlos I. Spain’s former king attended a regatta in the northwestern Galicia region
this weekend on a controversial first trip home after nearly two years in exile following a string of financial scandals. 

BRIEF
New maps 

New York: Democrats
in New York will face
new challenges from
Republicans and be
drawn into interparty
battles under new re-
districting maps re-
leased late Friday. A
rural judge approved
the maps that will re-
place earlier maps that
courts found violated
the state’s Constitution
and set political dis-
trict boundaries in
New York over the
next decade, giving
Democrats less of an
edge in their quest for
control of the U.S.
House than they origi-
nally hoped.

One killed
Los Angeles: One
man was killed and
eight people were
wounded during an
overnight shooting at
a party that drew
about 100 people to a
Southern California
hookah lounge, police
said Saturday. San
Bernardino police of-
ficers dispatched late
Friday found a man
shot in the parking lot
outside the strip mall
lounge, where the
party had been adver-
tised on social media
in the city east of Los
Angeles, Sgt. Equino
Thomas said. The
man, Allen Gresham,
20, was pronounced
dead at the scene, a po-
lice statement said.

Abortion laws 
Benin (Nigeria): The
word abortion is used
to describe two types
of pregnancies that
end before 20 weeks,
which is now regard-
ed as the age of viabil-
ity of a pregnancy.
Spontaneous abortion
occurs without an in-
tention by the woman
to stop the pregnancy,
it is pregnancy loss
before 20 weeks of
gestational age.
Induced abortion is
the deliberate termi-
nation of a pregnancy
because it is unwant-
ed. About 10 per cent
to 20 per cent of all
pregnancies in
Nigeria end in sponta-
neous abortion.

Scotland Yard
London: Two
teenagers, including a
girl, have been arrest-
ed on suspicion of ter-
rorism offences as
part of an ongoing in-
vestigation linked to
Islamist extremism,
Scotland Yard said
here on Sunday. The
arrest of an 18-year-
old man in Essex,
near London, was
made on suspicion of
encouraging terror-
ism contrary to
Section 1 of the UK
Terrorism Act 2006
(TACT) and a 17-year-
old girl was arrested
at an address in east
London as part of the
same investigation.

Police open fire 
Zagreb: Croatian po-
lice opened fire with
live ammunition dur-
ing clashes on a high-
way with hundreds of
soccer fans returning
from a match in the
capital, authorities
said. Two fans and
about a dozen police
officers were injured.
The violence late
Saturday happened
when a convoy of
buses was transport-
ing Hajduk Split fans
under police escort
after the team lost a
match to league rival
Dinamo Zagreb. The
buses stopped and a
group of fans turned
against officers, police
said in a statement.
The Hajduk fans
blocked the highway
and ignored police or-
ders to disperse, the
statement added.

Islamabad, May 22 (PTI):

Pakistan’s ousted prime
minister Imran Khan has
once again praised India
for reducing fuel prices
with the help of “dis-
counted oil” from Russia,
saying this is what his
government was working
to achieve with the help of
an “independent foreign
policy.”

The Indian government
on Saturday cut excise
duty on petrol by a record
Rs 8 per litre and that on
diesel by Rs 6 per litre to
give relief to consumers
battered by high fuel
prices that have also
pushed inflation to a
record high.

It also decided to give
Rs 200 per cylinder sub-
sidy to Ujjwala Yojana
beneficiaries for 12 cylin-
ders in a year. Khan
tagged a South Asia Index
report in his tweet which
said that after buying dis-

counted oil from Russia,
the Indian government re-
duced petrol price by 9.5
rupees per litre, Diesel
price has also been re-
duced by 7 rupees per
litre.

Taking to Twitter, the
69-year-old cricketer-
turned-politician said:
Despite being part of the
Quad, India sustained
pressure from the US and
bought discounted
Russian oil to provide re-
lief to the masses.

This is what our gov-
ernment was working to
achieve with the help of
an independent foreign

policy. India, the world’s
third-biggest oil-consum-
ing and importing nation,
has in recent weeks
snapped few cargoes
available from Russia at
deep discounts as part of
its plans to diversify its
import basket.

In another tweet, Khan
said: Pakistan’s interest
was supreme but unfortu-
nately the local Mir Jafars
& Mir Sadiqs bowed to ex-
ternal pressure, forcing a
regime change and are
now running around like
a headless chicken with
the economy in a tailspin.

Khan often terms his
political opponents as Mir
Jafars & Mir Sadiqs, the
historical figures who had
betrayed their masters
and helped the British
rulers.

This is not the first time
when Prime Minister
Khan has praised India to
the surprise of
Opposition parties.

Imran Khan again praises
India for reducing fuel prices

Davos, May 22 (PTI):

Nearly 5,000 Swiss mili-
tary personnel have joined
local police to secure this
small Swiss town for the
annual meeting of the
World Economic Forum
after a pandemic-induced
two-year hiatus, but resi-
dents and businessmen are
not complaining as they
are eagerly awaiting the
much-awaited revenue
windfall brought in by
thousands of participants
and their delegations.

The rare springtime
WEF Annual Meeting —

which has been otherwise
taking place for 50 years in
January, when this highest
town of Europe is covered
in snow — however, is dif-
ferent in many other sens-
es, be it a sunny weather,
absence of snow boots and
heavy jackets and also the
missing Russian parties. To
be precise, the traditional
Russia House has given
way to “Russia Warcrimes
House”, as no Russian lead-
ers or citizens have been in-
vited this time due to the
war in Ukraine. However,
across the road at a close
distance, a huge Ukraine

House has been set up and
a number of Ukrainian
leaders including President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy will
be addressing this high-pro-
file congregation of the
rich and powerful from
across the world. The tradi-
tional India Lounge re-
mains at its usual place,
while there are also sepa-
rate pavilions set up by
Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu governments,
in addition to several pavil-
ions by top Indian compa-
nies such as HCL and
Wipro. According to local

estimates, the summit
brings in about USD 60 mil-
lion of windfall revenue to
this small town, which oth-
erwise mainly depends on
ski tourism. The Swiss gov-
ernment has deployed its
armed forces, which will re-
main in place till May 30.
“The federal parliament
has set an upper limit of
5,000 army members for the
WEF deployment of the
army in the assistance
service, which lasts from
May 20 to 30 this year, due
to the postponement of the
annual meeting,’’ the Swiss
government said. The Air
Force has been given the
mandate for ensuring secu-
rity in the airspace. In addi-
tion to the air policing serv-
ice, it also carries out sur-
veillance flights for the ben-
efit of the canton of
Graubunden and air trans-
ports of persons protected
under international law on
behalf of the federal gov-
ernment.

Davos turns into fortress for WEF meet

Sydney, May 22 (AP):

Australians awoke on
Sunday to a new prime
minister in Anthony
Albanese, the centre-left
Labour Party leader
whose ascension to the na-
tion’s top job from being
raised in social housing by
a single mother on a dis-
ability pension was said to
reflect the changed fabric
of the country today.

The 59-year-old career
politician, who has de-
scribed himself as the
only candidate with a non-
Anglo Celtic name to run
for prime minister in the
121 years the office has ex-
isted, referred to his hum-

ble upbringing in the
inner-Sydney suburb of
Camperdown while thank-
ing electors for making
him the country’s 31st
leader. It says a lot about
our great country that a
son of a single mom who
was a disability pensioner,
who grew up in public
housing down the road in
Camperdown, can stand
before you tonight as
Australia’s prime minis-
ter, Albanese told jubilant
supporters after tipping
Scott Morrison out of of-
fice to end nine years of
conservative rule. Every
parent wants more for the
next generation than they
had.

Albanese elected
Australia’s leader in
complex poll result

Leader of the Australian Labor Party Anthony Albanese (C)
meets with Labor candidate for Reid, Sally Sitou (R) and
supporters after winning the general election at
Marrickville Library and Pavilion in Sydney.

SSeeoouull,,  MMaayy  2222  ((AAPP))::  President
Joe Biden tended to both busi-
ness and security interests
Sunday as he wrapped up a
three-day trip to South Korea,
first showcasing Hyundai’s
pledge to invest at least USD 10
billion in the United States and
later mingling with troops at a
nearby military base. Biden’s
visit to Osan Air Base, where
thousands of U.S. and South
Korean service members work
side by side to monitor the rap-
idly evolving North Korean
nuclear threat, was his final
stop before continuing to Japan.
You are the front line, right here
in this room, the president said
in a command center with maps
of the Korean Peninsula project-
ed across screens on a wall. It
was a day that brought togeth-
er two key messages that Biden
is trying to project during his
first trip to Asia as president. At
a time of high inflation and sim-

mering dissatisfaction at home,
Biden emphasized his global
mission to strengthen the
American economy by convinc-
ing foreign companies like
Hyundai to launch new opera-
tions in the United States. And

he wanted to demonstrate soli-
darity with nervous Asian allies
who live in the shadow of North
Korea’s nuclear weapons and
grew skeptical of U.S. security
commitments while President
Donald Trump was in office.

Biden pushes economic, security
aims as he ends SKorea visit

U.S. President Joe Biden eats ice cream as Biden meets
with American service members and their family at Osan
Air Base, Sunday, in Pyeongtaek, South Korea.

Redwood falls,May 22 (AP):
A partial skull that was
discovered last summer by
two kayakers in
Minnesota will be re-
turned to Native
American officials after
investigations determined
it was about 8,000 years
old. The kayakers found
the skull in the drought-
depleted Minnesota River
about 110 miles (180 kilo-
meters) west of
Minneapolis, Renville
County Sheriff Scott
Hable said.

Thinking it might be re-
lated to a missing person
case or murder, Hable
turned the skull over to a
medical examiner and
eventually to the FBI,
where a forensic anthro-
pologist used carbon dat-
ing to determine it was
likely the skull of a young

man who lived between
5500 and 6000 BC, Hable
said. “It was a complete
shock to us that that bone
was that old, Hable told
Minnesota Public Radio.

The anthropologist de-
termined the man had a
depression in his skull
that was perhaps sugges-
tive of the cause of death.

After the sheriff posted
about the discovery on
Wednesday, his office was
criticised by several
Native Americans, who
said publishing photos of
ancestral remains was of-
fensive to their culture.
Hable said his office re-
moved the post. “We didn’t
mean for it to be offensive
whatsoever, Hable said.
Hable said the remains
will be turned over to
Upper Sioux Community
tribal officials.

Nearly 8,000-year-old skull
found in Minnesota River

Pokrovsk (Ukraine),
May 22 (AP): With Russia
claiming to have taken
prisoner nearly 2,500
Ukrainian fighters from
the besieged Mariupol
steel plant, concerns grew
about their fate as a
Moscow-backed separatist
leader vowed they would
face tribunals.

Russia has declared its
full control of the Azovstal
steel plant, which for
weeks was the last holdout
in Mariupol and a symbol
of Ukrainian tenacity in
the strategic port city, now
in ruins with more than
20,000 residents feared
dead. The seizure gives
Russian President
Vladimir Putin a badly
wanted victory in the war
he began nearly three
months ago. As the West
rallies behind Ukraine,
Polish President Andrzej

Duda arrived in Ukraine
on an unannounced visit
and will address the coun-
try’s parliament on
Sunday, his office said.

Poland, which has wel-
comed millions of
Ukrainian refugees since
the start of the war, is a
strong supporter of
Ukraine’s desire to join
the European Union. With
Russia blocking Ukraine’s
sea ports, Poland has be-
come a major gateway for
Western humanitarian aid
and weapons going into
Ukraine and has been
helping Ukraine get its
grain and other agricul-
tural products to world
markets.

The Russian Defence
Ministry released video
of Ukrainian soldiers
being detained after an-
nouncing that its forces
had removed the last

holdouts from the
Mariupol plant’s exten-
sive underground tun-
nels. It said a total of 2,439
had surrendered.

Family members of the
fighters, who came from a
variety of military and
law enforcement units,
have pleaded for them to
be given rights as prison-
ers of war and eventually
returned to Ukraine.
Deputy Prime Minister
Iryna Vereshchuk said
Saturday that Ukraine
will fight for the return”
of every one of them.

Denis Pushilin, the pro-
Kremlin head of an area
of eastern Ukraine con-
trolled by Moscow-backed
separatists, said the cap-
tured fighters included
some foreign nationals,
though he did not provide
details. He said they were
sure to face a tribunal.

Fate of 2,500 Ukrainian POWs
from steel plant stirs concern

Turkey’s Erdogan talks
to Swedish, Finnish

leaders on NATO

Istanbul, May 22 (AP):
Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on
Saturday discussed his ob-
jections to Sweden and
Finland joining NATO
with the two Nordic coun-
tries’ leaders, Erdogan’s
office said.

He spoke to Finnish
President Sauli Niinisto
and Swedish Prime
Minister Magdalena
Andersson in separate
calls to address Ankara’s
concerns about those it
considers terrorists in
their countries, the presi-
dential communications
office said in a statement.

It said Erdogan called
upon Sweden to lift defen-
sive weapons export re-
strictions it imposed on
Turkey over Turkey’s
2019 incursion into north-
ern Syria.

G overnment of India has
achieved yet another im-

portant milestone on May 11, 2022
by promulgating and releasing
Scientific Social Responsibility (SSR)
Policy guidelines which intend to
create a strong science and societal
connect. Having a both-way interac-
tion, connection and impact, it has a
potential to bring positive transfor-
mational changes in society through
the application of Science and
Technology (S&T) for improving the
quality of life on this planet. Though
SSR has been mentioned occasional-
ly globally, our Hon’ble Prime
Minister Shri. Narendra Modi Ji was
the first top political leader to pro-
nounce the importance of SSR on
January 3, 2017 held at 104th Indian
Science Congress held in Tirupati. 

Thereafter an extensive national
level consultation was made by the
committee appointed by the
Ministry of Science and Technology.
The author was fortunate to chair
this committee. The wide consulta-
tion included inter-ministerial meet-
ings including officials from NITI
Aayog, HRD, UGC, AICTE, PSA Office
along with regional workshops and
round table meetings held in various
institutions across the country for
getting valuable inputs in formulat-
ing the SSR policy guidelines.  This
was also available on DST website
for a year to get public and all stake-
holders’ input.

One may be wondering, what we
mean by SSR. It is the obligation of
every knowledge worker particularly

in the field of S&T domain to give
back to the society not only through
his / her scientific endeavours, but
also to take the scientific outcome to
the society as well as aligning ones
scientific endeavours to societal
needs. Our visionary PM clearly
fathomed and gauged potential
strength of Indian Scientists and
Technologists who can go beyond
the call of their duties and reach out
to the masses who are the tax pay-
ers and are contributing to estab-
lishing scientific infrastructures,
funded projects and providing other
necessary support.

Interaction between science and
society has to be a two way transit.
The society projecting their needs
and requirements which will be ad-
dressed by scientists in the form of
tangible and intangible outcomes as
a way of giving back to the society.
Hence, it becomes a critical obliga-
tion of knowledge workers to foster
a close link with society and take the
knowledge from lab to land and
make a difference, particularly
among the under-privileged and
weaker sections of societies. 

There is a broad scope of activi-
ties under the purview of SSR which
include resource and knowledge
sharing with less privileged institu-
tions or individuals in the field of
S&T domains; motivational lectures
can be given to school children for
attracting best brains to S&T
streams; creating scientific temper
and awareness of technological ac-
complishments to the masses

through media interaction, deliver-
ing popular lectures, writing articles
in vernacular languages, community
video interactions, extension out-
reach activities, providing support to
rural entrepreneurship, capacity
building for students in less privi-
leged colleges, assistance in project
writing or scientific article prepara-
tion etc.15 SSR activities have been
spelt out in policy guidelines which
can be referred to in the website:
https://dst.gov.in/document/guide-
lines/scientific-social-responsibility-
ssr-guidelines-2022 Taking the anal-
ogy for Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) for industries
and corporate sector, SSR will be an
auditable voluntarism and incen-
tivised endeavour to implement SSR
policy. 

There are 4 major players who
would realise the implementation of
SSR at national level: Beneficiaries,
Implementers, Assessors and
Supporters (BIAS). A national level
portal needs to be created where
the beneficiaries from the society
may post their current needs which
will be implemented by knowledge
workers in the laboratories and sci-
entific Institutions and give back the
outcome to society. Government of
India will create a special purpose
vehicle (SPV) or an agency to coor-
dinate, facilitate and give thrust to
implement SSR policy and guide-
lines. The policy envisages that at
least 10 person days in a Year will be
spent by all knowledge workers on
SSR activities. The policy has also
suggested the indicators and
process of assessment of SSR activi-
ties by individuals and Institutions.
The supporters of SSR endeavours
would be Government, S&T
Departments, industries though CSR
funding, donors, NRIs, PIO, alumni
and other philanthropic organiza-
tions. The performance-based as-
sessment system (PBAS) currently
implemented to assess the perform-
ance of the knowledge worker, can
also include a section on SSR contri-
bution.  Organizations including

UGC, AICTE, HRD ministry and other
S&T related deptts. can suitably in-
corporate in their performance ap-
praisal system,  a component of SSR
activities performed by the as-
sessee.

Research funding agencies can
make a separate allocation of budg-
et in sponsored projects to conduct
SSR activities along with other proj-
ect requirements. Academic and
Research institutions can forecast
and execute SSR activities which
can be highlighted in their annual re-
ports. Even NAAC accreditation,
NIRF ranking and similar agencies
can give due weightage to the SSR
activities while assessing the contri-
butions of institutions. The policy
clearly prohibits outsourcing SSR ac-
tivities to any other organization,
agency or Institution.

While India is celebrating Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the nation can
be proud of climbing the ladder of
merit in  S&T domain globally and
achieving high ranking in S&T by
being 3rd in publication, 9th in
patent and 46th in global innovation
index with less than 1% GDP invest-
ment in S&T.  Hon’ble PM not only
envisioned India to be among the
top three countries globally in re-
search & innovation and also India
becoming Aatmanirbhar.  Perhaps
this SSR policy will be a game
changer if implemented in the right
perspective by all the stakeholders
at the national level to bring trans-
formational impact on science-soci-
ety connect. It is a Clarion call by
Hon’ble Prime Minister and the
Govt. of India for all the knowledge
workers to rise to the occasion
stretching themselves, reach out to
the society and make a difference
through the noble SSR endeavours.

((AAuutthhoorr--  DDrr..  WW..  SSeellvvaammuurrtthhyy  wwaass
tthhee  cchhaaiirrppeerrssoonn  ooff  NNaattiioonnaall

CCoommmmiitttteeee  ooff  SScciieennttiiffiicc  SSoocciiaall
RReessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  aappppooiinntteedd  bbyy  MMiinniissttrryy

ooff  SScciieennccee  &&  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  aanndd
CChhaanncceelllloorr  ooff  AAmmiittyy  UUnniivveerrssiittyy
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Jobs to the disabled 
in armed forces

Just two months ago the
Supreme Court allowed to dis-
abled to apply through UPSC for
the posts in forces which were
previously banned for them. In
an interim order, the SC allowed
candidates with physical disabili-
ties who have cleared the civil
services written exam to provi-
sionally apply for selection to
Indian Railways Protection Force
Service (IRPFS), Indian Police
service (IPS), as well as Delhi,
Daman and Diu, Dadra and Nagar
Haveli, Andaman and Nicobar
Islands and Lakshadweep Police
Service. Several times courts had
appreciated the efforts of dis-
abled persons. Again two days
ago, the SC asked the Centre to
reconsider the stand on the
issue. The court's logic is that not
all police jobs require personnel
to perform field duties.
Candidates with disabilities are
suitable for desk jobs and policy-
making tasks. The three-judge
bench told the Centre "experi-
ment with it for a while and if it
does not work then you may not
continue with it." This approach
of the court needs amending.
Applicants with disabilities ex-
pect the court to lay down the
broad parameters of the recruit-
ing process. The judiciary should
also convince the government
and the recruiters to change
their mindset when dealing with
candidates with disabilities.
However, if the court treats the
process as an 'experiment', it
amounts to leaving the final deci-
sion with the government on re-
cruiting such candidates.
Moreover, to provide a job to the
disabled is not an act of charity
but a recognition of a person's
natural right. It is expected that
the SC should now take the case
to its logical conclusion and ask
the Union Government to design
the recruitment process for dis-
abled candidates. Disabled are a
harried lot and have to face prob-
lems at every stage of employ-
ment whether it is an entry-level
or transfer or promotion and
even after retirement and let the
good wisdom prevail on the con-
cerned authorities so that the
sufferings of Disabled may be
lessened.

YYaasshh  PPaall  RRaallhhaann  JJaallaannddhhaarr  

Need for plantation 
The world is constantly evolv-

ing, and so are the pollution lev-
els. Carbon emissions in cities
are reaching new heights every
day. Industries give rise to de-
forestation. Therefore, meas-
ures like plantation prevent fur-
ther damage. There are innu-
merable benefits of the planta-
tion. It benefits the man, wildlife
and flora. If we practise planta-
tion, we will be able to stop soil
erosion. It, in turn, will help
maintain soil fertility. Hence, it
will be beneficial for the agricul-
ture sector. Through planta-
tions, we can get an ample sup-
ply of wood, fruits, fodder and
more. It will increase the life of
our cattle and help in better
crop production. In addition, the
plantation will lead to better
water retention. It can also pre-
vent drought.

PPiinnaakkii  NNaannddyy,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

NNiikkiittaa  DDuuttttaa@@nniikkiiffyyiinngglliiffee

These little balls of
sweetness have come all
the way from
Muzaffarpur. Giving
them some love #Litchi
#SummerThings

NNaarreennddrraa  MMooddii@@nnaarreennddrraammooddii
I’ve been getting numerous inputs for
the #MannKiBaat programme next
week. Happy to see youngsters share
their views in large numbers. Here is
a booklet on last month’s episode
containing interesting articles on the
topics discussed. http:// davp.nic.in/
ebook/ mkbhin 2022/ index. html

KKeevviinn  PPiieetteerrsseenn@@KKPP2244

Sportsman have a VERY VERY
short time to earn all the dough
they can. Every sportsman is a
business! They’ll always go to
the highest bidder! Obviously
PSG had more $$! End Of Story! 

WWaassiimm  JJaaffffeerr@@
WWaassiimmJJaaffffeerr1144

Last year in Qualifier Rishabh
gave Tom Curran the final
over instead of Rabada and
that cost DC dearly. And
tonight he didn't review Tim
David's caught behind. Two
decisions he will regret dear-
ly. DC fans must be wonder-
ing what could have been..

#MIvDC #IPL2022

NNDDTTVV  NNeewwss  ffeeeedd@@nnddttvvffeeeedd

Massive Air Force Rescue Ops In Assam After Huge Floods https://ndtv.com/india-news/assam-floods-
massive-air-force-rescue-ops-in-assam-after-huge-floods.

PPIIBB  iinn  CChhhhaattttiissggaarrhh@@PPIIBBRRaaiippuurr

Her Excellency the Hon'ble
@GovernorCG inagurated the 7Days
National Integration Camp 2022 at
Raipur CG in which 210 NSS
Volunteers frm 12 states taking
part.Her Excellency appreciated the
works of NSS Volunteers.

T he biggest challenge for the upcoming Quad meeting will be
India’s reluctance to take a strong stance when it comes to the

Russian invasion of Ukraine. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend
the meeting in Tokyo. While the Quad countries are in agreement on the
issue of China, they are not on the same page when it comes to Russia.
The other members of the Quad — the United States, Japan and
Australia -- are in agreement on the question of Ukraine, but India seems
to be the odd man out in this case. Formed with Australia, India, Japan,
and the United States, Quad was an initiative of the Trump
Administration, which Biden has elevated to the leadership level. There
have so far been three summits, two of them virtual. This is the fourth
Quad leaders’ summit where the situation in Ukraine is expected to dom-
inate the discussions. The Quad summit is expected to take stock of the
Russian war in Ukraine, and the impact of three months of Western sanc-
tions. India is the only the member of the Quad that has not joined sanc-
tions against Russia, nor has it directly criticised Russia for its invasion of
Ukraine. There are other differences between India and the other Quad
partners. Among them is the trade issue of weapons supplies that India
has been sourcing from Russia, especially the S-400 missile systems that
India has purchased from Russia. In addition, India has not stopped buy-
ing Russian oil, although the United States has expressed its displeasure.
India has rather increased its intake of Russian oil, buying more oil in
March and April, an estimated 40 million barrels more than it had in all of
2021, while the other Quad members, members of the G-7 and North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) have pledged to end their imports
from Russia in time. The summit will provide an opportunity for the lead-
ers to exchange views about developments in the Indo-Pacific region
and contemporary global issues of mutual interest. The leaders will re-
view progress of Quad initiatives and Working Groups, identify new
areas of cooperation and provide strategic guidance and vision for future
collaboration. Prime Minister Modi will have a bilateral meeting with his
Japanese counterpart Fumio Kishida on the sidelines of the summit. The
meeting with PM Kishida will provide an opportunity for the two leaders
to carry forward their conversations from the 14th India-Japan Annual
Summit held in March 2022, when PM Kishida visited India. Modi will
also participate in a business event with Japanese business leaders and
address and interact with the Indian community in Japan. Modi's meet-
ing with US President Joe Biden will mark a continuation of the regular
dialogue having interacted most recently in virtual mode on April 11. The
two leaders are expected to review the India-US Strategic Partnership
and follow up on discussions held during the PM’s bilateral meeting with
President Biden in September 2021. They will also exchange views on re-
gional and global developments of shared interest. Besides, Prime
Minister Modi is likely to have a bilateral meeting with the Prime
Minister of Australia Scott Morrison. The two leaders are expected to re-
view the India-Australia Comprehensive Strategic Partnership and ex-
change views on regional and global developments of mutual interest.

PM Modi to attend 
Tokyo Quad meet

T he seismic shift in the global crude oil market has begun to take
effect. This is expected to manifest in tightened crude markets as

well as unprecedented shifts in trade flows, most notably of Russian oil
from Europe to Asia. Russia is expected to redirect as much volume as
possible to alternative markets an d India, along with China, would be
key players in this shift. Rystad Energy has revealed that India has in-
creased the import of Russian oil by 8 lakh barrels per day between
February and April this year, prompted by the growing Urals discount
offered by Moscow.  The agency estimates that in the event of further
discounts offered by Russia, the volume could go up perhaps to a total
of 1 million bpd to 2 million bpd.  Over the past two months buyers from
all geographies have demonstrated that political correctness can be off-
set by steep and heavily discounted oil from Russia, leading to assump-
tions that some countries and refineries will cheat and continue to
source Urals, especially if the discount widens further as the barrels are
officially deemed untouchable by EU law. There are, however, signifi-
cant infrastructure limitations for this shift, with only two pipelines, in-
cluding a transit link via Kazakhstan, offering a spare capacity of only
300,000 bpd.Of course, there is a serious challenge as more cargoes
would be moved by the sea, which means higher insurance costs, risk of
sanctions and in some cases seizures. The agency believes that reper-
cussions of the Russian oil embargo currently being mulled over by the
EU would lead to wide-ranging consequences, pushing oil prices higher
in the short to medium term. As the sanctions are negotiated, crude
prices will stay elevated as war-related uncertainty persists and sum-
mer demand kicks in over the coming weeks. The EU is getting very
close to enacting its proposed ban on Russian oil imports, including
sanctions on shipping and insurance. Since unanimity is required within
the EU and given the current stance of Hungary in particular, a compro-
mise version of a proposal by the President of the European
Commission made on 4 May is currently being re-negotiated in
Brussels. But what seems to emerge from all these deliberations is that
the EU will act and impose an oil embargo, with certain exemptions
made for the land-locked countries of Hungary, Slovakia and Czech
Republic. The deal on the table apparently involves a six-month phase-
out period for crude imports, and eight months for petroleum products,
including the crucial supply of around 1 million bpd of Russian
diesel/gasoil to the EU market.  If enacted into law, Rystad believes that
most EU members would likely abide by the ban, but reduce their crude
purchases at slightly differing speeds, while the near 300,000 bpd of
Druzhba crude imports into the three land-locked countries would con-
tinue as it is at least for the initial six to eight months of the phase-out
period. According to analysts, the EU potentially displacing between 2
million bpd and 3.4 million bpd should be a bullish signal for short-term
pricing for the replacement barrel market, such as Brent and WTI. They
also expect discounts on Urals to further widen to attract more buying
from India and China. Given that not all barrels can be directly swapped,
with potential shipping and insurance sanctions as part of the EU em-
bargo plan further affecting movement, Russian upstream operations
will take a severe hit, possibly close to the scale of the April 2020 Covid-
19 induced shut-ins.  Russia has said its breakeven price for selling Urals
is around $45 per barrel, so the government will likely opt for steep dis-
counts to ensure a flow of budget revenues before enacting costly well
shut ins. The seasonally high consumption months of June, July, and
August will increase demand materially as the travel season pushes up
demand for road and jet fuel, and as the amount of oil burned in the
Middle East over the summer period for cooling purposes increases.
Projections of global refinery runs see an increase by at least 4 million
bpd between now and the peak July intake.  The expected seasonal in-
crease, as well as the strength in momentum for an EU embargo, has led
analysts to maintain an expectation that oil prices will remain support-
ed towards the third quarter of this year. The market had not fully
priced in the EU oil embargo news, which adds to the tightness in the
crude market for non-Russian grades such as Brent and WTI. But much
will depend on the extent of the unprecedented shift in global crude
trade flows this may cause in the months ahead.

Seismic shift in global
crude oil market
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DR. W. SELVAMURTHY

People participate in a yoga session organised by Yoga Vidya Niketan and Ministry of AYUSH, at Vashi railway station
complex, in Navi Mumbai, Sunday.
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JVN portfolio
New Delhi: State-run
SJVN's portfolio has
risen sharply by four
times to 32,000 MW
from 8000 MW in a year,
its chairman Nand Lal
Sharma said on
Sunday. While flagging
off a mini-marathon
from HP Government
Secretariat, Chhota
Shimla, Sharma said
that the last year
proved to be the best
year in the journey of
SJVN so far. During
this year portfolio of
SJVN grew almost by
four times, he said,
adding that the portfo-
lio which was around
8000 MW last year is
now around 32,000
MW.The Mini
Marathon was organ-
ized to commemorate
35th Raising Day of
SJVN under Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav
(AKAM), a company
statement said.

Anti-dumping duty
Coimbatore:The
Southern India Mills'
Association (SIMA) on
Sunday thanked Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and Union
Textile Minister Piyush
Goyal for removing the
anti-dumping duty on
elastomeric filament
yarn. The usage of elas-
tomeric filament yarn in
dress materials, includ-
ing denim, enhances the
value addition consider-
ably and opens up oppor-
tunities to increase ex-
ports, SIMA Chairman
Ravi Sam said in a state-
ment here.

Bandhan Bank 
Kolkata: Private
lender Bandhan Bank
will gradually increase
its exposure to secured
loans by enhancing ad-
vances to the housing
and MSME sectors, an
official said. Presently,
the bank's exposure to
MFI loans, which are
unsecured, is 47 per
cent, and the share of
its advances to the
housing segment is at
24 per cent, retail at
two per cent and the
micro, small and medi-
um enterprises sector
at 27 per cent.

FinMin directives
New Delhi: All logis-
tics and connectivity
infrastructure proj-
ects, entailing invest-
ment of over Rs 500
crore, would now
route through the
network planning
group (NPG) consti-
tuted under the PM
GatiShakti initiative
with the finance min-
istry issuing the nec-
essary instructions
and creation of the
national master plan
digital platform,an of-
ficial said. According
to an office memoran-
dum of the depart-
ment of expenditure
dated April 28, a re-
vised format has been
issued for Public
Investment Board
(PIB)/Delegated
Investment Board
(DIB) project propos-
als.

DSR technique
Chandigarh:
Punjab's agriculture
department has set a
target to bring 12 lakh
hectares of paddy
area under the direct
seeding of rice (DSR)
technique, which will
be almost double of
the area covered last
year. According to an
official spokesperson,
Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, who
also holds the portfo-
lio of agriculture, di-
rected the department
to make concerted ef-
forts to bring around
12 lakh hectares under
this technique.

EARTHEN POTS

A potter arrange earthen pots made to store water at a workshop on the outskirts of
Ahmedabad on Sunday.

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Sunday rebutted the
Opposition's criticism of
excise duty cut impacting
share of states in central
taxes, saying the Rs 8 a litre
cut in petrol and Rs 6 re-
duction in diesel have been
done in road and infra-
structure cess levied on the
two fuels, collection on
which was never shared
with states.

First, former union fi-
nance minister P
Chidambaram and then
other Opposition leaders
stated that the reduction in

excise duty announced on
Saturday evening would re-
duce the share of states in
central taxes.

Chidambaram on
Sunday retracted his state-
ment saying the cut in the
levies accrues to the cen-
tral government alone.

Taking to Twitter,
Sitharaman said she is
sharing some useful facts
on levies on petrol and

diesel for the benefit of all.
"Basic Excise Duty

(BED), Special Additional
Excise duty (SAED),Road
& Infrastructure Cess (RIC)
and Agriculture &
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e
Development Cess (AIDC)
together constitute Excise
Duty on petrol and diesel.
Basic ED is sharable with
states. SAED,RIC & AIDC
are non-sharable," she said.

The excise duty reduction
of Rs 8 per litre on petrol
and Rs 6 a litre on diesel
has entirely been made in
RIC. This was the case even
in November 2021 when tax
on petrol was cut by Rs 5
and that on diesel by Rs 10,
she said. As per the centre-
state tax sharing formula,
41 per cent of taxes collect-
ed by the Centre go to
states. These however do
not include collections
from levy of cess. Most of
the tax on petrol and diesel
is made up of cess.

While total incidence of
central tax on petrol prior
to Saturday's cut was Rs
27.90 per litre, basic excise
duty was only Rs 1.40 a
litre. Similarly, out of Rs
21.80 a litre total central tax
on diesel, basic excise duty
was only Rs 1.80.

FM rebuts Opposition
flak on excise duty cuts
̈ Move does not

impact state 
sharing of taxes

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

The board of IT services
major Infosys has ap-
proved the reappointment
of Salil Parekh as Chief
Executive Officer (CEO)
and Managing Director of
the company for five more
years, till March 31, 2027,
according to a regulatory
filing.

This is based on the rec-
ommendations of the
Nomination and
Remuneration Committee
(NRC) and subject to the
approval of shareholders.

"...Board of Directors, in
their meeting held on May
21, 2022, based on the rec-
ommendations of the
Nomination and
Remuneration Committee
(NRC) have approved
...Reappointment of Salil
Parekh as Chief Executive
Officer and Managing
Director of the company

from July 1, 2022 to March
31, 2027, subject to the ap-
proval of shareholders,"
the BSE filing said.

Parekh, has been the
Chief Executive Officer
and Managing Director of
Infosys since January 2018.
He has more than thirty
years of global experience
in the IT services industry
with a strong track record
of driving digital transfor-
mation for enterprises, ex-
ecuting business turn-
arounds, and managing

successful acquisitions.
Infosys, in the filing, fur-

ther said that to ensure
continuity and commit-
ment of the leadership of
the organisation for driv-
ing the growth journey
over the next few years, the
NRC has approved a grant
of 104,000 shares to 6 KMPs
(Key Managerial
Personnel) and another
375,760 shares to 88 other
senior executives of the or-
ganisation.

"These Performance
Stock Units will be granted
under the Infosys
Expanded Stock
Ownership Plan 2019, and
will vest over three years
on the achievement of cer-
tain milestones, in line
with the plan approved by
shareholders," the compa-
ny informed.

The date of the grant for
these Performance Stock
Units will be June 1, 2022.

Salil Parekh reappointed as
CEO, MD of Infosys for 5 years

Mumbai, May 22 (PTI):

LML Electric, which has
announced its plans to roll
out three products next
year in its second coming,
is looking to invest Rs 350-
crore in the business, in-
cluding in setting up a new
manufacturing plant, a top
company executive has
said.

The Kanpur-based Lohia
Motors Ltd (LML) earlier
used to make the iconic
Vespa Scooter in collabora-
tion with Italy's Piaggio and
C Spa. The company in
September last year an-
nounced its plans to re-
enter the market with elec-
tric vehicles. In April this
year, it said the company is
looking to unveil three EV
products a hyperbike, an e-
bike and an electric scooter
by September and their
subsequent launch between
February and August next
year. We are looking at our

first investment of Rs 350
crore. This investment is
planned for product expan-
sion, setting up a new man-
ufacturing facility and col-
laborations, among others,
LML Chief Executive
Officer Yogesh Bhatia told
PTI. He said that the compa-
ny has received many in-
vestment proposals from
some big investors but it
will take a call only after
unveiling its products in

September this year.
Emphasising that LML

Electric has so far been
funded through the parent
company SG Corporate
Mobility, Bhatia said that
the management has dis-
cussed the proposals but
sought time from the
prospective investors as we
want them to first evaluate
all aspects of our products
once they are unveiled in
September.

LML Electric to invest Rs 350 cr
in product expansion, new plant

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

Imposition of export du-
ties on steel products will
send a negative signal to in-
vestors and adversely im-
pact capacity expansion
projects under PLI scheme,
steel industry players said
after the government re-
moved customs duties on
raw materials and hiked ex-
port taxes to check local
prices. The government on
Saturday waived customs
duty on the import of some
raw materials, including
coking coal and ferronickel,
used by the steel industry, a
move which will lower the
cost for the domestic indus-
try and reduce the prices.

Also, to increase domes-
tic availability, the duty on
exports of iron ore was
hiked up to 50 per cent, and
a few steel intermediaries
to 15 per cent, according to
a notification.

Export duty hike
on steel items to

hit projects under
PLI scheme: ISA

New Delhi, May 22: 

On International Day of
Biological Diversity,
Vedanta Aluminium,
India's largest producer of
aluminium, announces
that it is intensifying ef-
forts towards nurturing
biodiversity in the areas of
its operations in Odisha &
Chhattisgarh, as part of
its sustainable develop-
ment agenda. The compa-
ny has embarked on con-
servation projects for in-
digenous bird species that
include constructing bird-
houses, artificial nests,
and bird baths at multiple
locations inside its plants
and townships.
Supplementing this effort,

its Business Units are de-
veloping fruit orchards
and gardens with medici-
nal plants, reviving butter-
fly parks, and undertaking
a slew of other initiatives.
The day also saw Vedanta
Aluminium's employees
kick-off of the annual
cleaning of local water
bodies and community
ponds, by volunteering for
the activity.

Vedanta Aluminium's
operation at Lanjigarh, in
Kalahandi district of
Odisha, is located in a
richly bio-diverse region.
More than 380 faunal and
940 floral species have
been recorded in the core
(inside plant area) and
buffer (upto 10 kilometres
from the plant) zones, in-
cluding native and migra-
tory birds, reptiles, mam-
mals, amphibians, macro-
phytes (large aquatic

plants), medicinal plants,
and more. The region also
supports 26 floral and fau-
nal species of conserva-
tion interest, identified by
the International Union
for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN). Similarly,
Vedanta Aluminium's op-
erations in Jharsuguda
(Odisha) are home to near-
ly 30 native species of
trees and plants, while
some Schedule I fauna
species like Elephant,
Sloth Bear, Indian Rock
Python, Common Indian
Monitor and Pea Fowl also
inhabit the region.
BALCO, Vedanta's sub-
sidiary based in Korba
(Chhattisgarh), is also sur-
rounded with rich flora
and fauna, recording over
20 species of flora, 30
species of butterflies, 11
species of invertebrates,
72 species of birds and 18

species of mammals.
Speaking about the com-

pany's approach to biodi-
versity conservation,
Rahul Sharma, CEO -
Aluminium Business,
Vedanta Limited, said, "At
Vedanta Aluminium, our
passion for nurturing the
vibrant ecosystem in our
locations is bolstered by a
robust Biodiversity Policy
& Management Standard
in line with global stan-
dards. Each of our busi-
ness units have developed
a Biodiversity
Management Plan, per-
taining to the unique
ecosystem, flora and fauna
of their respective sites.
Starting with bird conser-
vation, we have some more
interesting projects in the
works. With these, we aim
to add to the bio-richness
of the regions where we
operate."

Vedanta Aluminium bolsters efforts
towards conserving biodiversity

̈ Embarks on conservation
project for indigenous
bird species across its
locations

Mahindra expands
road construction
equipment range 

Bengaluru, May 22: 

Mahindra’s Construction

Equipment Division (MCE), a part

of the Mahindra Group,

announced expansion of its road

construction equipment range

with the launch of the brand-new

Mahindra RoadMaster G75 Smart

– “Profit Ka Partner”. Speaking

on the occasion, Jalaj Gupta,

Business Head, Commercial

Vehicles Business Unit, Mahindra

& Mahindra Limited, said, “We at

Mahindra are committed to pro-

vide disruptive products and

services for our customers and

are today launching yet another

product innovation in the fast-

growing road construction equip-

ment segment, the Mahindra

RoadMaster G75 Smart Motor

Grader. It has been designed and

developed in India based on deep

insights of the needs of smaller

road contractors. Our aim is to

help small contractors break free

from sub-optimal grading prac-

tices and to upgrade them to

mechanization and enable them

to participate in nation building.

Mumbai, May 22: 

Reliance Nippon Life Insurance
Company Limited, a JV
between Reliance Capital and
Nippon Life of Japan,
announced its financial results
for the year ended March 31,
2022. 
Commenting on the company’s
strong performance in FY22,
Ashish Vohra, ED & CEO,
Reliance Nippon Life Insurance
said, “FY22 continued to pose
its own set of challenges with
the outbreak of the second,
and then the third wave of the
pandemic. We are grateful for
the support we have received
from our customers, employ-
ees, distributors, service
providers and their families,
that powered our journey of
providing maximum value to
each one of our stakeholders.”
. Vohra further highlighted
that in a volatile economic
environment of today, there is
a heightened appreciation of
Life Insurance for ensuring
certainty of life coverage as

well as financial investments.
These guarantees are
designed to drive durable
long-term returns and to help
customers fulfill their life
goals and form the bedrock of
our business model.
The company paid death
claims, maturity and survival
benefit payouts of over Rs.
1,877 Cr in FY22 and achieved
an impressive claims settle-
ment ratio of 98.7% for FY22,
up from 98.5% in FY21. The
company expeditiously settled
3,517 Covid related claims
worth Rs. 117 Cr. within an
average period of 9 working
days. Vohra further comment-
ed, “A death claim is the ulti-
mate test of a Life Insurance
product, and it is the ‘dharma’
of a Life Insurer to honour all
such claims with speed and
accuracy. We continue to be
fully committed and financial-
ly stable at 235% solvency
(against the regulatory
requirement of 150%), to meet
all customer claims that may
arise in the times ahead.”

Reliance Nippon registers
strong growth

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

Punjab & Sind Bank
would not require further
capital infusion from the
government to meet
growth needs during the
current fiscal year, the top
official of the bank said.

During the previous two
years, the government in-
fused Rs 5,500 crore and Rs
4,600 crore through non-in-
terest bearing recap
bonds.

With the infusion of Rs
4,600 crore, the govern-
ment holding in the bank
increased to 98.25 per cent
as on March 31, 2022.

Capital adequacy ratio
of the bank improved to
18.54 per cent in March

2022 from 17.06 per cent as
at March-end 2021 with the
help of capital support
from the government,
bank's MD and CEO S
Krishnan said.

The bank is sufficiently
capitalised to meet expect-
ed credit growth in this fi-
nancial year and may not
need support from the gov-

ernment, he said. As far as
loan growth is concerned,
he said, it is expected to
grow at 8-10 per cent in
FY23. He further said the
bank has strengthened its
balance sheet by making
additional provisions and
it has proactively made 100
per cent provisions in all
fraud cases. The state-
owned bank has not
sought any dispensation
from the Reserve Bank for
staggering the provision.
The bank last month de-
clared Srei Infrastructure
Finance with outstanding
dues of Rs 510.16 crore and
Srei Equipment Finance
Ltd with outstanding dues
of Rs 724.18 crore accounts
as fraud.

No capital support from govt needed
this year: Punjab & Sind Bank MD

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

Tata Motors expects the
domestic passenger vehicle
industry to surpass the
peak sales number of 34
lakh units achieved in
FY2019 this fiscal on the
back of robust demand and
less COVID-related disrup-
tions that were witnessed in
the last two years, according
to a top company official.

The company expects a
better business environ-
ment this fiscal even as chip
shortages continue to mak-
ing it challenging to cater to
the enhanced demand. The
auto major also listed in-
crease in commodity prices
as a significant factor that

could have a bearing on its
profitability in the ongoing
fiscal.

"Talking about FY23, on
the projections that we have

seen from various agencies
which are estimating vol-
ume, towards a possibility
of the industry surpassing
the peak that we've seen in

FY19 of 3.4 million (units),"
Tata Motors Managing
Director Passenger Vehicle
and Electric Vehicles
Shailesh Chandra said in an
analyst call.

The basis of the opti-
mism is that in the first
quarter of the last two fi-
nancial years the industry
lost volumes on account of
massive COVID-related dis-
ruptions and so far the situ-
ation seems better in the
current fiscal, he added.

"We are hoping that this
year, there will be no disrup-
tion of that nature and also
the semiconductor situation
might start easing out and it
is on the basis of that as-
sumption," Chandra said.

Tata Motors expects domestic PV industry
to surpass FY19 volumes this fiscal

Every character has a different
journey, their motives are 

different: Keerti Nagpure

A
ctress Keerti Nagpure, who is currently seen in Prateek Sharma's
'Pyar Ka Pehla Naam Radha Mohan', takes every new show as a
new adventure. She also mentioned that her character Tulsi, in

the ongoing show is different from what she has played before.
"Every show is a new adventure because every character has a dif-
ferent journey, and their motives are different. So you have to work
hard for every character. I play Tulsi in the show who is Mohan's
first wife. The character is very different as it's something new,"
she said. The show is based in Vrindavan, and the actress re-
vealed that the first thought that came to her mind on
hearing the name of the show was "love". She said,
"Hearing the name of 'Pyaar Ka Pehla Naam Radha
Mohan', I could only think of love, Vrindavan,
Radha's shraddha for Mohan and Prem Mandir.
These are some unique elements that make it dif-
ferent from the rest of the shows." Keerti also feels
that the shows these days need to be relatable to
build a connection with the audience. She said,
"Women connect with a lot of different things in
the shows. In our real life also there are so many
situations so in shows these days such situations
are shown which makes the audience feel con-
nected." Lastly, sharing her thoughts on whether
an actor should take a break, she said, "As an
actor, taking a break is necessary. The audience

is so smart that if they like you in a particular
character then for a lifetime they will remember

you that way. I am sure my character of Tulsi would
be loved by people."

Abhishek talks about
new challenges in

‘Kaamnaa’

S
o n y
Entertainment
Television’s

slice of life drama Kaamnaa
has struck the right chords of the

audience with its heart warming and
relatable storyline. The recent track has wit-

nessed some interesting twists and turns in the
narrative leaving the viewers hooked to their TV

screens especially after Manav ( Abhishek
Rawat) winning Yatharth’s ( Tanmay Rishi
Shah) custody. And, as the story moves for-
ward, the drama is all set to amp up as now
Manav will be dealing with another interesting

phase of life as he has to single handed take care
of Yatharth while also figuring things at his new

work place. Surely, an intriguing narrative to watch out
for as Manav takes on the role of both the mother and
father for Yatharth. Talking about this new phase in
Manav Bajpai’s life, actor Abhishek Rawat, says “The
custody battle track was one of the toughest and most
painful phases for both Manav and Yatharth. With
Manav winning Yatharth’s custody it not only brought
a big sigh of relief but also made him the most happiest
person in the world because Yatharth is the only pre-
cious thing he lives for right now."  Tune into 'Kaamnaa'
– jahan hoga khwaahishon aur usoolon ka aamna
saamna every Monday to Friday at 8:30 P.M. only on Sony Entertainment Television!

T
his week is all about decep-
tion, manipulation and
trickery in the upcoming

track across &TV’s shows – Baal
Shiv, Aur Bhai Kya Chal Raha
Hai?, Happu Ki Ultan Paltan and
Bhabhiji Ghar Par Hai.

About &TV's Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan, Happu Singh shares, “As
Happu’s (Yogesh Tripathi) invest-
ment policy matures, everyone
starts putting forth their de-
mands. Katori Amma (Himani
Shivpuri) is enraged with
Rajesh's (Kamna Pathak) de-
mand for a gorgeous diamond
necklace from Happu. Amma
wants Happu to buy land to fulfil
his father’s wishes. Happu meets
everyone's needs, then informs
Katori Amma that the diamond
necklace and children's Lado
watches are fakes and presents
her with a branded bottle.

Bimlesh (Sapna Sikarwar) subse-
quently demands a diamond
necklace from Beni (Vishwanath
Chatterjee), causing Beni to get
concerned and prompting
Happu to suggest the same fake
necklace idea. Meanwhile,
Gabbar asks for money from
Rajesh and Bimlesh due to
some emergency, and to help
him, they give their diamond
necklace at stake for the
money. However, Gabbar
finds the jewellery is fake
and informs his daugh-
ters.” Watch Baal Shiv at
8:00 pm, Aur Bhai Kya
Chal Raha Hai? at 9:30
pm, Happu Ki Ultan
Paltan at 10:00 pm, and
Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai
at 10:30 pm, airing
every Monday to Friday
only on &TV!

Mouni Roy reveals 
her childhood 
nightmare on 

‘DID L’il Masters 5’

P
opular actress and judge
Mouni Roy opened up about
her biggest childhood night-

mare involving clowns on 'DID L'il
Masters 5'.

On the show, the 11-year-old Sadiya
performed as a joker, showcasing the
funny side and the evil side of the clown
through the act on the song 'Main Koi
Aisa Geet Gaoon'.

After looking at her performance,
Mouni shared about her childhood
nightmare. As Mouni said: "Sadiya's
act literally spooked me. In fact, I still
have goosebumps on my hands. Not
many people know, but I have always
been very afraid of jokers since my
childhood. I belong to a small town,
and whenever I used to visit the cir-
cus, people with painted faces used
to scare me every single time."

Talking about Sadiya's act, the
'DID L'il Master' judge men-
tioned: "Coming to the begin-
ning of her performance, the
lights were off, and no one had
seen Sadiya till then.
However, as soon as the lights
were turned on, her menac-
ing face painted as a clown,
and her smile left me
spooked. I think this act

proved that she is a true
artist, and her portrayal

of a clown was really
worthy of praise and

appreciation."
'DID L'il Masters'

airs on Zee TV.

A
c t r e s s
K a n g a n a
Ranaut has con-

gratulated the team of
the latest release 'Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 2' for ending the

"dry spell at the Hindi box office'.
Kangana took to her Instagram

stories, where she wrote a note for
Kartik Aaryan and Kiara Advani.

"Congratulations to Bhool
Bhulaiya 2 for ending the dry

spell at Hindi box office...
Congratulations to the entire

team of the film - Kartik
Aaryan, Kiara Advani," she

wrote.
The film released on
May 20 and on first day

of its release, collected
over Rs 14 crore at the

box-office. On its sec-
ond day, the film has
managed to rake in
a whopping Rs
18.34 crore and in
total has minted Rs
32.45 crore at the
box office.

The film follows
the story of Ruhan,

a fraud psychic who
is brought in to deal

with the apparent
return of

Manjulika in the
Thakur palace, but

he unintentionally
aggravates problems. 'Bhool

Bhulaiyaa 2' clashed with
Kangana's 'Dhaakad'.

ACROSS

1. Hero's award

6. On a voyage

10. Malt drinks

14. Perfume

15. Mail

16. Richard ____ of "Chicago"

17. Lymph ____

18. Jakarta's country

20. Fragrance

21. Astronauts' gp.

22. Beginning

23. Dwell

25. Brought to a close

27. Refrigerate

29. Molded dessert

33. Stately

36. Gossip bit

38. Get lost!

39. Bride's vow (2 wds.)

40. Monarch

43. Flock female

44. Burn

46. Understood! (2 wds.)

47. Regions

49. Give a right to

51. Water barrier

53. Gazes

55. Take offense at

59. Foreign

62. Cast a ballot

64. Sad drop

65. Subway gate, e.g.

67. Norwegian

68. Wind instrument

69. Amino ____

70. Diva's offerings

71. Fix

72. Nail polish shades

73. Rinds

DOWN

1. Stately home

2. Corrode

3. Extinct birds

4. "____ the Beautiful"

5. ____ Cruces

6. India's locale

7. Taste or smell

8. ____ species

9. Uproar

10. Programs

11. Smaller amount

12. Famous canal

13. Chair

19. Yuletide

21. Trinity's boyfriend

24. Distribute

26. Audition tape

28. Insincere support (2 wds.)
30. "Of ____ I Sing"
31. Dubuque's locale
32. Refusals
33. Move upward
34. Eve's home
35. Billy ____
37. Kickoff gadget
41. Distance measure
42. Lawn tool
45. Matured
48. Renovate
50. Perfect gymnastics scores
52. Great wrath
54. Firm
56. Supernatural
57. ____ spray
58. Lock of hair
59. Molecule component
60. Grease job
61. Press
63. Williams and Kennedy
66. Asphalt
67. Short sleep
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Your romantic side is powerfully charged
today, Aquarius. The more you tune into this
side of your nature, the happier you'll be.
One thing to watch out for, however, is that
you keep at least one foot on the ground at
all times. Make sure you have a stable plat-
form of honesty and practicality from which
to work. Without it, you'll be hard-pressed to
take down walls and put in windows.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

Attend to your duties today, Pisces. There's
a pronounced sense of the passage of time
and feeling that the days are slipping quick-
ly by. Make sure you fit love and romance
somewhere into the equation. You may
experience a bit of resistance in this depart-
ment at first, but that indicates that this is
an area you need to explore and ultimately
feel more comfortable with.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

Two different sides could be tugging at
you, Aries. It may be that neither one is
really making a strong case for pulling
you one way or the other. Realize that
adjustments may have to be made in
order for you to fit in the scheme of
things and fulfill your responsibilities. A
close loved one may be distracting you in
subtle ways. 

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

Tension may be a bit high in just about
everyone and everything you encounter
today, Taurus. Some will feel a strong need
for stability and discipline. Others may be
calling for fun and carefree frivolity. You
could be caught in the middle. The worst
thing is that no side, including your own, is
going to want to compromise. Try not to
take things too seriously.

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

Remember that you were put here to
have fun, Gemini, and that happiness is
your true destiny. Keep that in mind
today, as forces may tend to pull you
away from the fun you've been having.
There is likely to be a sobering tone to
the day that's stubbornly working to
rain on your parade. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

You, of all people, will appreciate the need
for structure and stability on a day like this,
Cancer. This practical energy could be tak-
ing some of the fun out of the equation. You
may not recognize it at first, but if you
aren't careful, the fun in your life could be
chipped away little by little. Make sure you
hold tight to the things that give your life
passion and purpose.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

Tension is apt to build to a high level if
you aren't careful about how you use
words, Leo. The tricky thing is that
forces are going to try to push you and
pull you in different ways. You may
encourage a focus on the collective,
while others worry only about them-
selves. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Take a look at what's going on around
you today, Virgo. Do some internal pro-
cessing before you reach a conclusion
about the best way to proceed. You may
find that powerful forces are trying to
win you over to one camp or another.
Don't pigeonhole yourself into one way of
doing things. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Watch out for a little jolt in the action
as someone close to you puts on the
brakes in your relationship, Libra.
Conflicts could arise based on a need
for more structure and stability. The
imbalance between having fun and
taking care of practical matters is
working to slowly destroy the good
thing that you have going. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

Just when you thought you had every-
thing planned out and working smooth-
ly, Scorpio, love comes in and clogs up
the works. Suddenly your attention is
diverted and your concentration flies
out the window as that dazzling crea-
ture catches your eye. This could be a
good or a bad thing, depending on how
you view the situation. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

Your heart is going pitty-pat, Sagittarius,
and you're tempted to escape to a roman-
tic fantasyland in which you play the star-
ring role. The bad news is that something
could be trying to hold you back. It could be
that responsibility is coming on the scene
and reminding you that work needs to be
done here in the real world before you can
go off to your little fairytale world.

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

You may feel a bit of strain today as you try to
figure out the best way to get to where you
need to be, Capricorn. On the one hand, the
happy approach calls for you to let loose, be
courageous, and strike out with conviction
toward the things that mean the most to you.
On the other, a sense of duty holds you back.
Take the best of both worlds. Come up with
your own plan of attack.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

Jammu and Kashmir
pace sensation Umran
Malik earned an expected
call-up in the Indian team
for the upcoming five-match
T20 International home se-
ries against South Africa
starting June 9.

Umran has so far picked

up 21 wickets in 13 games
for Sunrisers Hyderabad in
the IPL but his ability to
bowl consistently at 95
miles per hour has caught
imagination of all and
sundry. Along with Umran,
Punjab Kings' death overs
specialist Arshdeep Singh
has also earned his maiden
national call-up. As reported

on July 14 by PTI, regular
captain Rohit Sharma, star
batter Virat Kohli, pacers
Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammed Shami have all
been rested for the white-ball
series in which Rishabh
Pant will be the vice-captain.
Rohit, Kohli, Bumrah will all
fly to England on June 15 for
the one-off Test against

England at Edgbaston from
July 1-5 and will be joined by
Cheteshwar Pujara, who has
earned a recall to the 17-
member Indian Test team
after a stupendous show in
English County
Championship for Sussex.

Ditto for all-rounder
Hardik Pandya, who has
successfully led new fran-
chise Gujarat Titans into
IPL play-offs and has been
consistent with the bat, be-
sides bowling a few overs at
brisk pace.

Umran Malik called up for 
SA T20Is; Pujara included in Tests

Rohit Sharma (captain), KL
Rahul (vice-captain)
Shubman Gill, Virat Kohli,
Shreyas Iyer, Hanuma
Vihari, Cheteshwar Pujara,
Rishabh Pant (wk), KS
Bharat (wk), Ravindra
Jadeja, Ravichandran
Ashwin, Shardul Thakur,
Mohd Shami, Jasprit
Bumrah, Mohd Siraj, Umesh
Yadav, Prasidh Krishna.

KL Rahul (Captain), Ruturaj
Gaikwad, Ishan Kishan,
Deepak Hooda, Shreyas
Iyer, Rishabh Pant (vice-
captain)(wk), Dinesh
Karthik (wk), Hardik
Pandya, Venkatesh Iyer,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Kuldeep
Yadav, Axar Patel, Ravi
Bishnoi, Bhuvneshwar
Kumar, Harshal Patel, Avesh
Khan, Arshdeep Singh,
Umran Malik.

India’s Test squad

India’s T20I squad

Mumbai, May 22 (PTI):

"Thank you, Mumbai, we
will remember this one,"
said Virat Kohli after Royal
Challengers Bangalore
sneeked into the playoffs
following Mumbai Indians'
thrilling five-wicket win
over Delhi Capitals in their
last game of the IPL here.

On Saturday, MI chased
down a victory target of 160
in 19.1 overs to knockout
Delhi from the competition
and paved the way for RCB's
entry as the fourth and final
team in the knockout stage.

"It was unbelievable. The
emotions in the changing
room were unbelievable.
Thank you, Mumbai, we
will remember this one,"
Kohli said in a release.

RCB had defeated table-
toppers Gujarat Titans by
eight wickets in their final
league match to keep their
hopes alive for a playoff,
which depended on the
clash between DC and MI.

Delhi needed to win the
match to make it to the
playoffs but they came a
cropper against bottom-
placed MI.

RCB skipper Faf Du
Plessis said the entire team
watched the match together
and was cheering each and
every move made by the
Mumbai team.

"It was so good, I think
first of all it was really nice
to see that everyone was
here from the start of the
game, so we watched it to-
gether," he said. "We were
all shouting for every wick-
et that Mumbai got and
then when they are chasing

every boundary. It's good for
everyone to watch together
and then the celebration to-
wards the end was awe-
some to be a part of." RCB
will now take on third-
placed Lucknow Super
Giants in the Eliminator at
Edens Gardens on May 25.

"The last game we played
we felt almost like we
played our best game of
cricket of this campaign so
far and that is how you

want to enter the knockout
stages, so we needed some-
one to do us a favour and
Mumbai did that for us, we
are very thankful for that,"
Du Plessis said.

"Obviously now the work
starts again, and we get our
work mode back on."

RCB has never ever won
the IPL and allrounder
Glenn Maxwell feels the
team is very close to achiev-
ing that dream.

Jakarta, May 22 (PTI):

A second-string Indian men's
hockey team will have to tact-
fully deal with the pressure
when it opens its title defence
against arch-rivals Pakistan in
the Asia Cup here on Monday.
While Pakistan has fielded
quite a few new faces in the
tournament, India will be rep-
resented by its A' team under
the leadership of veteran
Birendra Lakra, who came out
of retirement after the Tokyo
Olympics.
For India, the Asia Cup pro-
vides a platform to test its
bench strength ahead of a
busy season, that includes the
Birmingham Commonwealth
Games and the FIH World Cup
next year for which the Tokyo
Olympic medallists have
already qualified as the host
nation.
Pakistan, on the other hand, is
looking at the tournament to
make the cut for the 2023
World Cup in Bhubaneswar.
The top three teams in Asia
will qualify directly for the
January showpiece.
Both India and Pakistan have
won the Asia Cup thrice each.
India had won the last edition
in 2017 by beating Malaysia in
the final in Dhaka.
India's 20-member squad, to
be coached by former captain
Sardar Singh, was originally
supposed to be led by Tokyo
Olympic bronze medallist
Rupinder Pal Singh, who also
came out of retirement but a
wrist injury ruled him out of
the tournament.

Young Indian team
needs to handle
pressure in Asia

Cup hockey opener
against Pakistan

Thank you, Mumbai, we will
remember this one: Kohli

Bhubaneswar, May 22 (PTI):

Gokulam Kerala main-
tained their top spot in the
Indian Women's League
after beating Sports
Odisha 7-1 here on Sunday.

Striker Elshaddai
Acheampong scored four
goals, while winger
Soumya Guguloth netted
two and set up two more
and Manisha scored one to
help the Malabarians to
yet another massive win.

The defending champi-
ons made a quick start,

getting the lead as soon as
the 5th minute of the
game. Elshaddai found the
net perfectly when she ran
onto Soumya's cross after
a touch from Grace inside
the box.

Elshaddai soon doubled
the lead for Gokulam
Kerala on the 23rd minute.
Sports Odisha were able to
pull one back within a
minute, when Pyari Xaxa
slammed in her shot from
outside the box into the
top corner. However, it
turned out to be a mere

consolation goal.
Just before the half time

whistle, Manisha scored
the third with a curler
from Elshaddai's missed
header, making it 3-1 for
Gokulam going into the
breather.

After the breather,
Gokulam Kerala took full
control of the game. As the
game crossed the hour
mark, Soumya scored two
goals in quick succession
in the 64th and 68th
minute, respectively, to
make it a brace for herself.

Elshaddai finished off
the drubbing in the clos-
ing embers of the game,
scoring on the 78th and
87th minute to make it 7-1
in favour of the
Malabarians.

After this win, Gokulam
Kerala have 30 points from
10 straight wins in the
league. As it stands, the
league will be decided on
May 26, with the winners
of the game between
Gokulam Kerala and
Sethu FC taking the title.

Gokulam Kerala in seventh 
heaven against Sports Odisha

Paris, May 22 (AP):

Kylian Mbapp celebrated
with fans at Parc des
Princes then scored a hat
trick after signing a new
three-year contract with
Paris Saint-Germain and
turning down the chance
again to join Real Madrid.

Before PSG beat Metz 5-0
in its final home game,
France's World Cup-win-
ning star stood on a plat-
form near the center circle
to address fans.

"I'm very happy to contin-
ue this adventure, to stay in
France, in Paris, my city. I al-
ways said Paris was my
home," Mbappe said. "I hope
I will continue doing what I
love the most, which is to
carry on playing football
and winning trophies."

Mbappe then held up a
PSG jersey with 2025 writ-
ten on it as he stood along-
side president Nasser Al-
Khelaifi, who had just an-
nounced the new deal.

"I have some very good
news to give you. Kylian
Mbappe is going to stay

until 2025," said Al-Khelaifi,
barely heard as fans chanted
Mbappe's name over and
over. "Kylian's commitment
to PSG represents an amaz-
ing milestone in the history
of our club." The PSG con-
tract of one of soccer's most
coveted players was expir-
ing in June, and Mbapp
would have been available
on a free transfer.

But instead of joining 13-
time European champion
Madrid, which has chased

him for so long, Mbapp de-
cided to stay to try to deliver
PSG its first Champions
League title. Madrid man-
aged to beat PSG in the
Champions League this sea-
son but not in the transfer
market once again.

The Spanish giant's fail-
ure to sign Mbapp was a sig-
nificant blow for its presi-
dent, Florentino P rez, who
has been trying to get the
transfer over the line for a
year.

Mbapp signs new 3-year PSG
deal after rejecting Real Madrid

Mumbai, May 22 (PTI):

Delhi Capitals head coach
Ricky Ponting has backed
Rishabh Pant to continue lead-
ing the side, saying the wick-
etkeeper batter is still young
and learning the ropes of cap-
taincy and remains the right
choice for the job.
Pant's captaincy has been
under the scanner all season
with the youngster making
some dubious calls during IPL-
15.
On Saturday, in DC's must-win
game against Mumbai Indians,
a strategic blunder cost the
team a spot in the play-offs.
With MI at 95 for three in 14.3
overs while chasing a target of

160, Pant made a strategic
blunder as he refused to call
for DRS after Tim David nicked
the first ball of his innings and
the on-field umpire didn't give
him out. It came back to haunt
DC as David slammed 34 runs
off just 11 balls with the help
of two boundaries and four
sixes to take the game out of
DC's grasp. "Absolutely, no
doubt in my mind that Rishabh
even in the last season he was
the right choice for captain.
Rishabh did a terrific job with
the team after he took over
from Shreyas (Iyer) after he
injured his shoulders," Ponting
said during the press confer-
ence after DC lost by five
wickets against MI.

No doubt in my mind that Pant is
right choice for captaincy: Ponting

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI):

This is not a small feat,
Prime Minister Narnedra
Modi said while hosting
the victorious Thomas
Cup team, players of
which were chuffed to get
the backing of the coun-
try's premier.

Few days after congrat-
ulating the players over
telephone for their his-
toric triumph at the pres-
tigious tournament in
Bangkok, PM Modi met
in person and interacted
with the badminton
squad, which also includ-
ed players from the
women's Uber Cup team.

"I congratulate the
whole team on behalf of
the nation. This is not a
small feat. You have done
it. There was a time when
we were so behind in
these tournaments that
no one would know here,"
said Modi.

During his interaction
with the champions, an
elated PM relived the
memory of the historic
Thomas Cup campaign
where India clinched gold
medal by defeating
favourites Indonesia.

Modi said that India
were able to hoist their
flag in the competition
after decades and it was

not a small achievement.
He congratulated the

team for their efforts and
said that people earlier
never cared for these
tournaments, but thanks
to the Thomas Cup win,
the country took notice of
the team and the sport of
badminton.

"The 'Yes, we can do it'
attitude has become the

new strength in the coun-
try today. I assure you
that the government will
give all possible support
to our players," said the
prime minister.

He congratulated sen-
ior player Kidambi
Srikanth for the manner
in which the 29-year-old
had shouldered the re-
sponsibility of spear-

heading the Indian chal-
lenge, specially in his
final game in the champi-
onship. "I can very proud-
ly say that no other ath-
lete in the world can boast
about this, sir. Only we
have this privilege of
talking to you immediate-
ly after winning. First of
all, thank you so much,
sir," Srikanth said.

This is not a small feat, keep it up: PM Modi
̈ Meet victorious

Thomas Cup teamMumbai, May 22 (PTI):

Mumbai Indians skipper
Rohit Sharma admitted
that a lot of things didn't go
his way with the bat but he
is not losing sleep over his
"disappointing" season as
he is just one "minor ad-
justment" away from find-
ing form again.

Rohit endured his worst
IPL season, failing to score
a single half-century for
the first time since his
debut in the inaugural edi-
tion in 2008. The swash-
buckling opener managed
to score just 248 runs at an
average of 19.14 and a
strike rate of 120.17 in 14
outings.

"A lot of things that I
wanted to do didn't happen.
I am very disappointed
with me season. But this
has happened with me ear-
lier as well, so it's not some-
thing I am going through
for the first time," Rohit
said after MI's last match of
the season on Saturday. "I
know cricket doesn't end

here; there is a lot of crick-
et ahead. So I need to take
care of the mental aspect
and think about how I can
return to form and per-
form. "It's only a minor ad-
justment and I will try to
work on that whenever
there is some time off," he

added. The most successful
team in the IPL, MI capped
off a disappointing season
in which they finished last,
with a five-wicket win over
Delhi Capitals.

After starting their cam-
paign with eight consecu-
tive losses, MI managed to
pick up four wins in the
second half of the season.

"It was a bit of a disap-
pointing season for us as
we couldn't execute our
plans at the start of the
tournament. And we know
that in tournaments like
the IPL, you have to build
that momentum.

"Initially, when we kept
losing games one after an-
other, that was a difficult
time. For us, what was im-
portant was to make sure
that whatever we had
planned, we came out and
tried those things. It didn't
happen exactly the way we
wanted to."

The India skipper said
the players, perhaps, strug-
gled to adjust to the new
team dynamic.

Rohit a ‘minor adjustment’
away from regaining form

New Delhi, May 22 (PTI): 

On an average, 29
children in Madhya
Pradesh and 14 in
Rajasthan went
missing every day in
2021, according to a
new report of child
rights NGO CRY,

which revealed that there
was a significant increase
in the number of missing
children cases in four
major states of north
India.

Also, five children went
missing per day in Delhi
in 2021 in eight police dis-
tricts, according to the
"Status Report on Missing
Children" report of Child
Rights and You (CRY),
which also said on an aver-

age, eight children -- six
girls and two boys -- went
missing per day from 58
districts of Uttar Pradesh.

The report revealed that
the number of missing
girls in Madhya Pradesh
and Rajasthan was report-
ed five times higher than
that of boys in 2021.

While 8,751 cases of
missing children were reg-
istered in Madhya
Pradesh and 3,179 in
Rajasthan (National
Crime Records Bureau,
2020), the figures increased
to 10,648 in Madhya
Pradesh and 5,354 in
Rajasthan in 2021, as re-
vealed by the state govern-
ments in response to RTI
applications filed by the
CRY's partner organisa-

tions.
The data received from

Madhya Pradesh shows
that the number of miss-
ing girls over a period of
11 months is about five
times higher than that of
the boys.

The data collected
through RTI applications
shows that the top five dis-
tricts in terms of number
of missing children are
Indore, Bhopal, Dhar,
Jabalpur and Rewa.

"On an average, 29 chil-
dren, including 24 girls
and five boys, went miss-
ing per day from Madhya
Pradesh," the report said.

A total of 2,998 children -
- 835 boys and 2,163 girls --
were reported missing in
Uttar Pradesh in 2021 (data

of 58 of the 75 districts).
About 88.9 per cent of the
children reported missing
in the state belonged to the
age group of 12-18 years.

The data shows that the
top five districts in Uttar
Pradesh in terms of num-
ber of missing children
are Lucknow, Moradabad,
Kanpur Nagar, Meerut
and Maharajganj.

The report said five chil-
dren went missing per day
in Delhi in 2021 in the dis-
tricts for which data was
available and a total of
1,641 children were report-
ed missing in eight dis-
tricts of the national capi-
tal in 2021. About 85 per
cent of the children re-
ported missing in Delhi
were aged 12-18 years.

Efforts on to revive Kanpur’s 
iconic ‘Kachhua Taalaab’

Noida, May 22 (PTI): 

Efforts are underway to
revive and rejuvenate the
iconic 'Kachhua Taalaab'
(tortoise pond) in Uttar
Pradesh's Kanpur, which
is home to tortoises be-
lieved to be older than 100
years, according to senior
government officials.

The pond, which is part
of an old Shiva Temple in
the Panki area, is itself be-
lieved to be 350 years old
and is counted among the
oldest and most important
water bodies of the indus-
trial town located on
banks of the Ganga, the of-
ficials said.

"It is also an important
water body for the conse-
cration and breeding of
tortoises. It was home to

thousands of small and
large tortoises but because
of the loss of the water
body and other issues, the
number of tortoises has
gone down, with many of
them dying because of
water scarcity, pollution
etc," Kanpur Divisional
Commissioner Raj
Shekhar said.

In order to rejuvenate
this historic water body
and to facilitate the breed-
ing of tortoises, the Uttar
Pradesh government had
sanctioned a project worth
Rs 2 crore to the municipal
corporation in 2017.

From 2017 to 2020, a few
works were taken up by
the corporation worth Rs
1.7 crore but the desired
objectives were not met
and the water body was

not fully rejuvenated, the
senior IAS officer said.

Shekhar said public rep-
resentatives, animal lovers
and other citizens had also
brought the issue to the
notice of the administra-
tion. Following this, he
said, he discussed the mat-
ter once again with the
corporation and the local
development authorities
to rejuvenate the pond,
which is filled with water
naturally throughout the
year.

"Following the discus-
sions, the Nagar Nigam
has been sanctioned a
project of Rs 70 lakh to
complete the pending
works. The work has start-
ed in the last few days and
it will be completed in the
next three months," the

commissioner said.
He said the ongoing

works include increasing
the depth of the pond by
two metres, lighting the
area, setting up public toi-
lets near the site and fix-
ing of tiles, among others.

During an on-site re-
view of the ongoing
works, the commissioner
asked the officials con-
cerned to approach tor-
toise congregation experts
and to assess the number
of tortoises currently
present in the pond.

He directed the officials
to take the help of experts
in increasing the number
of tortoises in the coming
days with a better conser-
vation strategy and called
for plantation of trees
along the pond's boundary.

HC asks state govt
to pay Rs 10 lakh as

compensation 

Agartala, May 22 (PTI): 

A division bench of the
Tripura High Court, up-
holding a single bench
order, has asked the state
government to pay a com-
pensation of Rs 10 lakh to
the next kin of a jail in-
mate, who died of
Japanese Encephalitis
(JE) due to medical negli-
gence on the part of cor-
rectional home.

Chandan Dey, who was
serving a six-year rigorous
imprisonment term at
Central Correctional

Home in Sipahijala district
after being found guilty in
a road accident, died of en-
cephalitis in June 2017.
According to senior advo-
cate Purushottam Roy
Barman, Dey's family
members had filed a writ
petition before the high
court seeking justice for
the death of the sole bread
earner.

Roy Barman, who repre-
sented the family in the
high court, said Dey, who
worked as a driver before
being jailed, was taken to
GBP hospital in Agartala
after he fell ill, but the doc-
tors there referred him to
SSKM hospital in Kolkata
as his health condition
worsened.

‘Arunachal jewel in India’s crown’
Namsai (Arunachal

Pradesh), May 22 (PTI): 

Terming Arunachal
Pradesh as a "jewel in
India's crown", Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
on Sunday asserted that
people of the northeastern
state bordering China are
filled with patriotism and
greet each other with 'Jai
Hind' instead of the usual
'Namaste'.

Shah, while addressing
a rally after signing of a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) be-
tween the Arunachal
Pradesh government and
the National Defence
University (NDU) for the
establishment of a cam-
pus at Pasighat in East

Siang district, said the in-
stitution will give the
youths of the state the op-
portunity to serve the
country.

"Whenever we come to
Arunachal Pradesh, we re-

turn with energy and pa-
triotism. There is proba-
bly no other place in the
country other than
Arunachal Pradesh where
people greet each other
with 'Jai Hind' instead of

the usual 'Namaste'," Shah
said. He said that after
Gujarat, the second cam-
pus of the NDU will be in
Arunachal Pradesh.

"Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has estab-
lished two famous univer-
sities in the country the
National Defence
University and the
National Forensic Science
University. "The defence
university will create
trained manpower for the
army and paramilitary
forces.

The youths of
Arunachal Pradesh are
not only patriotic but also
physically fit. The institu-
tion will provide them the
opportunity to serve the
nation," the Union home
minister said. He said proj-

ects worth Rs 1,180 crore
are either completed or
will be inaugurated soon.

"A total of 33,466 fami-
lies and 800 self-help
groups in the state were
benefited through various
start-ups worth Rs 394
crore, while 22 projects
worth Rs 436 crore have
been completed and inau-
gurated during the day
and another 25 projects
worth Rs 350 crore would
be launched soon," he said.

Shah inaugurated and
laid the foundation for 40
projects worth around Rs
1,000 crore during the day.
He said the 2,000 MW
Lower Subansiri hydro-
electric power project will
be operational by 2023, and
it will benefit the state im-
mensely.

Srinagar, May 22 (PTI): 

Scores of people em-
ployed under Rehbar-e-
Khel and Rehbar-e-Janglat
scheme on Sunday held a
protest here demanding
revocation of Jammu and
Kashmir government's de-
cision to re-advertise the
posts they were engaged
in. The government had
on Friday re-advertised
Rehbar-e-Janglat', Rehbar-
e-Zirat' and Rehbar-e-Khel'
posts through the Service
Selection Board.

It said additional weigh-
tage and age relaxation
will be given to those al-
ready working on these
posts. However, scores of
those employed under the
schemes descended at the
Press Enclave here on
Saturday and held a
protest demanding the
roll-back of the order.

We the Rehbar-e-Khel
teachers are protesting
here because the govern-
ment has ordered re-adver-
tising the posts we were
engaged in. The govern-
ment has gone back on its
own order which had said
that our services will be
made permanent after
seven years, one of the
protesting employees said.

She said they demand
the revocation of the order.
Whatever work they want-
ed us to do, we did it. We
rendered our services even
in COVID. Now, they are
backstabbing us. We will
stay put here and sacrifice
our lives if they do not roll-
back the order, said anoth-
er protestor.

The employees said their
services were getting per-
manent after seven years
in August this year, but un-
fortunately, two months be-

fore that, our services have
been terminated and the
posts are being re-adver-
tised. We want the revoca-
tion of the order, so that
justice is done with us and
our families, said a protest-
er. Meanwhile, PDP chief
Mehbooba Mufti also de-
manded a rollback of the
absurd order, saying re-ad-
vertising the posts was a
malicious move initiated to
facilitate non-residents'
entry on these posts.

Terminating services of
Rehbar e Khel, Janglat,
Zirat, NYCs & referring
these posts to SSRB afresh
is a malicious move to de-
stroy careers of these
youngsters by ensuring
non residents are given
jobs at the cost of locals.
LG should immediately
rollback this absurd order,
Mehbooba wrote on
Twitter.

‘Global warming needs to be 
urgently brought under control’
Chennai, May 22 (PTI): 

Union Minister
Bhupender Yadav on
Sunday said biodiversity
offers goods and services
that provide a natural habi-
tat and are essential for a
well-functioning global
economy.

Approximately 40 per
cent of the world's econo-
my is based on biological
products and any effort at
conserving biodiversity
would be able to succeed
only by tackling the chal-
lenges that rise due to glob-
al warming, the Minister
for Environment, Forest
and Climate Change said at
an event here.

"Global warming has to
be urgently brought under
control," he said, after in-
augurating an exhibition
on the occasion of
International Day for

Biological Diversity.
He noted that the coun-

try was on track to achieve
its biodiversity targets at
the national level and was
also contributing signifi-
cantly towards achieving
the biodiversity targets at
the global level.

India has established a
unique three-tier model of
biodiversity resource gov-
ernance at national, state

and local body levels ensur-
ing the entire country gets
the representation in the
governance system, he
said. The minister said the
convergence of people, cul-
ture and rich tradition of
Tamil Nadu has preserved
its unique biodiversity in
the region.

He appealed to the peo-
ple to take a pledge to work
towards conserving biodi-
versity and sensitising the
youth on the issues of con-
servation. Yadav said the
National Biodiversity
Authority and Tamil Nadu
Biodiversity Board were
working with the Irula
Snake Catchers Industrial
Cooperative Society to pro-
vide access to snake venom
to iSERA Biological
Private Ltd which has
signed an "Access and
Benefit Sharing (ABS)"
agreement.
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People eat ice-creams under the shade of a tree, on a hot summer day in New Delhi, Sunday.

BEATING THE HEAT

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) personnel form a cordon during a rescue operation of a young girl, who
fell into a deep borewell, in Hoshiarpur, Sunday. 

RESCUE OPERATIONEmployees protest re-advertising
of posts, demand tenure

Raj approves 
guidelines for new
urban employment

scheme
Jaipur, May 22 (PTI):
Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot
has approved new guide-
lines for the implementa-
tion of 'Indira Gandhi
Shahari Rozgar Yojana'.

The scheme was an-
nounced by Gehlot in the
2022-23 budget to provide
employment in urban
areas on the lines of the
Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural
Employment Guarantee
Act (MGNREGA).

Under the new urban
employment scheme, 100
days of employment per
year will be provided to
the families residing in
urban areas. The state
government will spend
Rs 800 crore per year on
this ambitious scheme,
an official statement
said.

People greet with ‘Jai Hind’ instead of ‘Namaste’

Union Home Minister Amit Shah speaks during a rally in
Arunachal Pradeshs Namsai.

Techie dies at 
illegal rave party;

four booked
Chennai, May 22(PTI): A
22 year old employee of an
information technology
firm allegedly died due to
excess consumption of alco-
hol during an illegal rave
party held in a popular mall
in the city last night, police
said on Sunday. The police
after coming to know about
the conduct of the event
'The Great Indian
Gathering' raided the bar
which was allegedly func-
tioning on the third floor of
the mall without the manda-
tory license and was 'sealed'.
Greater Chennai Police
Commissioner Shankar
Jiwal, taking cognisance of
the incident warned of
strict action against per-
sons who conduct such ille-
gal parties in the city.
According to a senior police
official, the victim who was
partying with his friends at
the mall on Saturday night
died following excess con-
sumption of the liquor.

‘29 children in MP, 14 in Raj went
missing per day in 2021’
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