
Bogus doctors 
JJaallnnaa:: At least 103 bogus
doctors, 166 unregistered
medical practitioners
were found practising
illegally in Maharashtra's
Jalna district, an official
said on Saturday. As per
a report from the health
department, the district
had 433 doctors, of which
267 were registered, 166
were not registered with
the Maharashtra Medical
Council (MMC), while 103
did not have valid
degrees and were
declared bogus.

Suicide
BBuuddaauunn:: The bodies of a
minor lover couple were
found hanging in a room
atop a temple in a village
under the Usawan police
station area of the dis-
trict early Saturday,
police said. A bottle of
insecticide, a beer bottle
and a glass were also
found in the room of the
temple in Mansa Nagla
village, suggesting that
they first drank beer
mixed with insecticide
and then allegedly
hanged themselves to
death, police said.

Covicted
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Delhi court
on Saturday convicted
former Haryana chief
minister Om Prakash
Chautala in a case related
to disproportionate
assets. Special judge
Vikas Dhull passed the
order and posted the
matter for May 26, when
the court will hear the
arguments on the quan-
tum of sentence.

Minor fire 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A minor fire
broke out in the new
Parliament building in
central Delhi on Saturday
afternoon, officials said.
The safety net of the
building caught fire, they
said. Information regard-
ing the blaze was received
at 12.35 pm and five fire
tenders were rushed to
the spot, the fire depart-
ment officials said.

Recruit 
TThhrriissssuurr:: The Kerala gov-
ernment will recruit 100
youth, including women,
from various tribal ham-
lets across the state as
excise civil officers,
Excise and Local Self
Government Minister M
V Govindan said here on
Saturday. In view of
reported inflow of
banned contrabands in
the hamlets, local tribal
youth from there would
be appointed to the
posts through special
recruitment to tackle this
issue, he said.
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Congress President Sonia
Gandhi and party General
Secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra at Vir Bhumi to pay

tribute to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his
death anniversary, in New

Delhi, Saturday.
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New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

The price of petrol will
come down by Rs 9.5,
while the diesel will be
cheaper by Rs 7 as Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced a
sharp cut in central excise
duty on fuel prices amid
surging inflation.

The central excise duty
on petrol has been cut by
Rs 8 per litre and the
same on diesel has been
cut by Rs 6 per litre, said
Ms Sitharaman. The gov-
ernment says it will lose
Rs 1 lakh crore by taking
the cut on central excise
duties.

The Minister exhorted
states to implement a
similar cut and pass on
the benefit to the com-
mon man. "I wish to ex-

hort all state govern-
ments, especially the
states where reduction
wasn't done during the
last round (November
2021), to also implement a
similar cut and give relief
to the common man," ap-
pealed Ms Sitharaman.

Also, the government
will give Rs 200 per cylin-
der subsidy to Ujjwala
Yojana beneficiaries for
12 cylinders in a year to
help ease some of the
burden arising from

cooking gas rates rising
to record levels.

Bijapur, May 21: 

A jawan from the
Chhattisgarh Armed
Force (CAF) sustained in-
juries when a pressure im-
provised explosive device
(IED) planted by Naxals
exploded in Bijapur dis-
trict on Saturday, police
said.

This was a second such
blast in the area in the last
one week.

The blast took place
around 2.40 pm between
Pandemurga and Bangoli
villages under Nelasnar
police station limits,
where a team of the CAF's
8th battalion was out for
an area domination opera-
tion, a senior officer said.

The patrolling team had
launched the operation
from Nelasnar camp, and
was cordoning off the area
along Indravati river,
when constable Tham
Singh stepped on a pres-
sure IED connection, trig-

gering the explosion, he
said.

The jawan, a native of
Korba district, sustained
serious injuries on his legs
and was taken to a pri-
mary health centre in
Nelasnar, from where he
was shifted to Dantewada
district hospital, the offi-
cer said.

A search operation is
currently underway in the
area, he added.

Earlier on May 14, a
CRPF jawan sustained se-
rious injuries in a similar
blast near Pandemurga
village, following which
security personnel had re-
covered 3 kg of IED from
the spot.

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

The water supply situa-
tion in the national capital
has deteriorated further as
the Wazirabad pond level
has now dropped to 668.3
feet, the lowest this year,
against the normal of
674.5 feet, officials said on
Saturday.

"Since the Yamuna river
is almost dry, we are di-
verting water from the
Carrier Lined Canal (CLC)
and the Delhi Sub Branch
(DSB) towards Wazirabad.
As a result, the water pro-
duction at Haiderpur
Phase I and Phase II and
Bawana water treatment
plants has been hit," an of-
ficial said.

Water in north Delhi,
northwest Delhi, west
Delhi and parts of south
Delhi will be available at
low pressure till the situa-
tion improves, the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) said in a
statement.

Bilaspur, May 21 (PTI): 

Four persons were
killed after a mini goods
vehicle they were travel-
ling in collided with a
truck in Chhattisgarh's
Bilaspur district, police
said on Saturday.

The accident took place
late night on Friday on
Bilaspur-Mungeli road
under Takhatpur police
station's jurisdiction when
the deceased were heading
to Jarhagaon village from
Takhatpur, an official said.

While three occupants
of the goods vehicle died
on the spot in the collision,
another succumbed to his
injuries in a local hospital,
he said.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Bhuneshwar
Sahu (36), Omprakash

Verma (22), Raghuveer
Sahu (24) and Mahesh
Sahu (40), he said, adding
that Mahesh was the
nephew of former BJP MP
from Bilaspur constituen-
cy Lakhanlal Sahu.

Jaipur, May 21 (PTI): 

An Army soldier was ar-
rested for sharing confi-
dential and strategic infor-
mation about the force
with a woman Pakistani
agent, a top intelligence of-
ficial said Saturday.

Posted in Jodhpur as a
gunner, Pradeep Kumar
was in contact with the
woman agent of the
Pakistani intelligence
agency, he said, adding
that the gunner was ar-
rested after his movement
was kept under surveil-
lance for several days.

It was observed that the
soldier was in contact with
the Pakistani agent
through Facebook and
WhatsApp and was shar-
ing confidential informa-
tion with her, the officer

added. The accused was
taken into custody on May
18 for interrogation and
then arrested, the official
said adding that Kumar, a
Uttarakhand native, was
recruited only three years
ago.

Kumar had received a
call on his mobile phone
from the woman nearly six
months ago with the caller
identifying herself as a
military nursing service
worker in Bangalore, the
official said.

She seduced Kumar into
meeting her in Delhi and
proposed to get married to
him, the official said,
adding once Kumar was
honey-trapped, she began
tricking him into parting
with confidential informa-
tion and documents
through social media.

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

A city court on Saturday
granted bail to Delhi
University Associate
Professor Ratan Lal, who
was arrested a day earlier
for his alleged objection-
able social media post on
claims of a 'Shivling' at the
Gyanvapi mosque in
Varanasi.

The court granted relief
to Lal on furnishing a per-
sonal bond of Rs 50,000
and one surety of like
amount.

Lal was arrested under
Indian Penal Code sec-
tions 153A (promoting en-
mity between different
groups on grounds of reli-
gion, race, place of birth,
residence, language, etc.,
and doing acts prejudicial

to maintenance of harmo-
ny) and 295A (deliberate
act to outrage religious
feelings of any class by in-
sulting its religion) by the
Delhi Police.

An FIR was lodged
against Lal on Tuesday
night based on a com-
plaint filed by a Delhi-
based lawyer.

In his complaint, advo-
cate Vineet Jindal alleged
that Lal had recently
shared a "derogatory, incit-
ing and provocating tweet
on the Shivling".

Left-affiliated All India
Students Association
(AISA) activists on
Saturday staged a protest
outside Delhi University's
Arts Faculty against the
arrest of Lal, who teaches
at the Hindu College.

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

In a sharp retort to
Rahul Gandhi on his com-
ments quoting unnamed
European bureaucrats
that the Indian Foreign
Service has completely
changed and become arro-
gant, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Saturday said it is called
defending national inter-
est.

Reacting to the
Congress leader's re-
marks, Jaishankar tweet-
ed that the change in the
Indian Foreign Service is a
reflection of confidence.

"Yes, the Indian Foreign
Service has changed. Yes,
they follow the orders of
the Government. Yes, they
counter the arguments of
others. ''No, it's not called

Arrogance," Jaishankar
said. "It is called
Confidence. And it is
called defending National
Interest (sic)," the minister
said. At the 'Ideas for India'
conference in London,
Gandhi slammed the BJP
government at the Centre
on multiple fronts and al-
leged that the "deep state"
in India is attacking insti-
tutions and capturing
them. In the interactive
session, Gandhi also criti-
cised the Indian Foreign
Service.

"I was talking to some
bureaucrats from Europe
and they were saying that
the Indian foreign service
has completely changed,
they do not listen to any-
thing. They are arrogant...
There is no conversation,"
he said.

Vadodara, May 21 (PTI): 

India's "traditional rural
way of living" has been
providing lessons to the
world community as it
faces the climate change
crisis, President Ram
Nath Kovind said on
Saturday.

The president addressed
a `Yuva Shivir' (youth
camp) organised by Shree
Swaminarayan Temple at
Kundaldham in Gujarat's
Vadodara district through
a pre-recorded video mes-
sage. He was happy to be
speaking before the camp
"organized with the sacred
purpose of instilling life-
values of the Indian Vedic
Sanatan culture in the
younger generation," he
said. "India's traditional
rural way of living has

been guiding the world
community which is bat-
tling the challenges of cli-
mate change. All of us can
save our Earth by protect-
ing the environment and
treating nature in a com-
passionate way. By protect-
ing our rivers, ponds,
trees, seeds, cows and all
living beings, mankind
can also be saved," Kovind

said. He appreciated the
initiatives taken by the
temple to protect the envi-
ronment.

"While Gujarat has pre-
sented a tableau of indus-
trial progress in front of
the country, the example of
natural farming and zero
budget agriculture has
also been put forward," the
president said, referring to
the effort of the temple to
encourage organic farm-
ing and cultivate
Ayurvedic and herbal me-
dicinal plants which are
distributed free of cost to
the needy. The youth play
an important role in the
progress of society and na-
tion, and there is a need to
give them proper guidance
for leading a smooth and
addiction-free life, Kovind
said.

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

The "deep state" in India
is "chewing" the Indian
state much like in
Pakistan, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi has said in a
frontal attack on the Modi
government, provoking a
predictable backlash
Saturday from the ruling
party which branded him a
"part-time, immature, un-
successful leader" who be-
trayed the country with his
remarks made on foreign
soil.

During an interactive
session at the 'Ideas for
India' conference in
London on Friday, Gandhi
not only mounted a
scathing attack on the BJP
government but also ex-
tended an olive branch to

regional parties who he
had angered with his com-
ment that they were not ca-
pable of taking on the saf-
fron party for want of ide-
ology. In a blistering as-
sault, Gandhi said the soul
of India is under attack
from the BJP and "a soul
without a voice means
nothing and what has hap-
pened is that India's voice
has been crushed".

Gandhi alleged India's
voice has been crushed by
the institutional frame-
work of the country itself

which is becoming parasit-
ical. "So, the deep state, the
CBI, the ED, is now chew-
ing the Indian state and
eating it, much like in
Pakistan," he asserted.

An angry BJP shot back
on Saturday, accusing
Gandhi of harming India
in his "hate" against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
and alleged his frequent
critical remarks about the
country from foreign soil
amounted to "betrayal".

BJP spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia launched a
sharp attack on the
Congress leader for his re-
marks at the London event
where Gandhi accused the
ruling party of spreading
"kerosene all over the coun-
try, you need one spark and
we will be in big trouble".

CENTRE’S BIG MOVE ON INFLATION

Fuel prices cut, subsidy
on gas cylinders
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Under pressure, the govern-
ment on Saturday cut excise
duty on petrol by a record Rs 8
per litre and that on diesel by
Rs 6 per litre to give relief to
consumers battering under
high fuel prices that has also
pushed inflation to a multi-year
high. The excise duty cut will
translate into a reduction of Rs
9.5 a litre on petrol and Rs 7 a
litre in diesel after taking into
account its impact on other
levies. Petrol price in Delhi will
from Sunday cost Rs 95.91 a
litre as against Rs 105.41 a litre
currently while diesel will cost
Rs 89.67 a litre as opposed to
Rs 96.67 a litre now.

Petrol price cut by 
Rs 9.5/L, diesel by Rs 7/L

CAF jawan injured in Naxal blast

The blast took place around 2.40 pm between
Pandemurga and Bangoli villages under Nelasnar po-
lice station limits, where a team of the CAF's 8th bat-
talion was out for an area domination operation.

The patrolling team had launched the operation
from Nelasnar camp, and was cordoning off the area
along Indravati river, when constable Tham Singh
stepped on a pressure IED connection, triggering the
explosion.

The jawan, a native of Korba district, sustained seri-
ous injuries on his legs and was taken to a primary
health centre in Nelasnar, from where he was shifted
to Dantewada district hospital. A search operation is
currently underway in the area.This was a second
such blast in the area in the last one week.

About the blast

SHIVLING REMARKS CASE

DU Prof Ratan Lal granted bail 

Delhi University Professor
Ratan Lal, who was earlier

arrested by Delhi Police for his
social media post related to

Gyanvapi Mosque case, being
produced at Tis Hazari Court

in New Delhi, Saturday.

Honey-trapped soldier
caught sharing info

Four killed as truck
rams mini goods vehicle 

The accident took place late
night on Friday on Bilaspur-
Mungeli road under Takhatpur
police station's jurisdiction
when the deceased were
heading to Jarhagaon village
from Takhatpur. While three
occupants of the goods vehi-
cle died on the spot in the col-
lision, another succumbed to
his injuries in a local hospital.
The collision was so severe
that police had to use a gas
cutter and JCB machine to cut
open the vehicle to pull out
two bodies from it.

About the mishap

TRIBUTE TO RAJIV GANDHI

Congress President Sonia Gandhi pays tribute to former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his death anniversary, at his
memorial Vir Bhumi in New Delhi, Saturday. 

BJP ‘deep state’ chewing
India like Pak: Rahul in UK

Delhi water supply
situation worsens

‘India’s traditional rural way of living
guiding world community’

President Ram Nath Kovind

Yes, IFS has changed:
Jaishankar replies to Rahul

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

Power generation by do-
mestic coal-based plants
that blended imported dry
fuel has more than dou-
bled to 143 million units
(MU) per day in May com-
pared to 66 MU in the same
month a year ago, accord-
ing to official data.

Several measures taken
by the Ministry of Power
in recent past have en-
sured increased power
generation in domestic
coal-based (DCB) plants as
well as (imported coal-
based) ICB plants.

The data showed that
power generation per day
during May 2022 increased
as compared to May 2021.

Power generation per
day from coal blending in
DCB plants more than
doubled from 66 MU to 143

MU while generation from
imported coal-based
plants rose from 145 MU to
160 MU. Total power gener-
ation per day through im-
ported coal during May
2022 increased to 303 MU
as compared to 211 MU in
May 2021. Power generated
per day from domestic coal
has risen from 2,465 MU to
3,244 MU.

The Power Ministry has
taken various steps recent-
ly to operationalise the
non-operational power
plants specially ICB
plants.

Efforts are also being
made to supplement the
domestic coal supply.
Regular meetings and dis-
cussions are being held
with states, Gencos and
IPPs to track the progress
of coal stocks, transporta-
tion and import of coal.

Power generation doubles in
May on imported coal blending
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Bhilai, May 21: Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre chaired a review
meeting of all the heads of
departments the other day
at Durg. Divisional
Commissioner highlighted
some important points con-
necting the administration
and the common citizen. He
said that the purpose of ad-
ministration is to ensure the
reach of government plans
even to the last beneficiary.

All officers should work
with this basic mantra. In
view of the increasing heat,
he asked the civic body staff
to be alert for continuous
monitoring on the water
supply system and to work
for making all the city
wards tanker-free.

He also discussed some
special points in the meet-
ing. This included non-avail-
ability of old age and other
pensions to the villagers. He
spoke about setting up spe-
cial camps in gram panchay-
ats and asked to link the ac-
count with Aadhaar so that

the villagers can get the ben-
efit of DBT without any hin-
drance. Apart from this, he
asked the concerned officers
of CSPDCL to solve the
problem of electricity aris-
ing from overload in sum-
mer. In many places, the citi-
zens are not getting the ben-
efit of the government's
electricity bill rebate
scheme. He asked the offi-
cials to make a checklist so
that people can get benefits.

Apart from this, he asked
the officers to be transpar-
ent about how the benefits of
the major schemes of the
government should reach
the beneficiary in an acces-
sible manner. He said that
the SHGs working in
Gauthans must get payment
for their works at the earli-
est. He added that solar

power devices, activities like
fish farming, nursery, poul-
try farming as well as LED
bulbs and production of logs
from cow dung and other ac-
tivities are to be promoted
in Gauthans.

He talked about creating
such an eco-system for gov-
ernment schemes so that
the dependence on the exter-
nal market is eliminated. He
asked to use the vegetables
produced in the bari for
mid-day meal and
Anganwadi etc. He ex-
pressed happiness on com-
ing to know that more than 3
activities are going on in 185
Gauthans of the district.

Divisional Commissioner
Mahadev Kavre also con-
ducted a special discussion
about the upcoming Kharif
crop. He asked to increase

the production of vermi-
compost manure in
Gauthans so that the farm-
ers of the district do not de-
pend on DAP and other
chemical fertilizers. He
asked the farmers to moti-
vate the concerned officials
for crop diversification so
that farmers can become
part of the schemes of the
government and get fair
price for their crops.

Apart from this, the
scrutiny of chit fund appli-
cations, law and order situa-
tion, paddy lifting, milling
and rice status, multi activi-
ty by self-help groups under
NGGB, establishment of
rural industrial park, estab-
lishment and operation of
C-Mart, status of MGNRE-
GA works, revenue related
activities, preparation for

the upcoming crop, status of
Jal Jeevan Mission, struc-
ture of Swami Atmanand
schools and arrangement of
teachers, rural Haat Bazar,
school toilets, rain water
harvesting status in govern-
ment buildings, urban slum
health plan, action plan for
the maintenance and con-
struction of roads and re-
pair of electricity system
under CSPDCL, etc were
also discussed.

Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure expressed
gratitude to Commissioner
Mahadev Kavre for his guid-
ance. Apart from this,
Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi, Durg
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi, Bhilai Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Prakash Kumar Surve,
Bhilai Charoda Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Kirtiman Rathore, Risali
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Ashish
Dewangan, and Heads of all
departments were present
in the meeting.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 21: Director
Incharge Trophy 2022 Inter
Alumni Tennis Ball Cricket
Tournament organised by
Officers Association, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant was inau-
gurated on May 20, 2022 at
Sector-1 Cricket Ground,
Bhilai.

Manash Biswas, ED
(Mines & Rowghat), KK
Singh, ED (P & A), AK
Bhatta, ED (Projects),
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works),
SN Abidi, CGM I/c
(Services), NK Banchhor,
SEFI Chairman were pres-
ent on the dais. The digni-
taries were welcomed with
saplings. The welcome ad-
dress was given by NK
Bancchor, President,
Officers Association and
SEFI Chairman. The objec-
tive of the tournament is to
infuse Team spirit along
with energy in the Bhilai

collective, he said.
All Executive Directors

present addressed the gath-
ering. They extended their
best wishes to the teams.
They stated that sportsman
spirit will be fostered
through his game, giving
impetus to better perform-
ance. All ED's met the mem-
bers of the Alumni teams
and boosted their morale.

NK Bancchor, President,
Officers Association and

SEFI Chairman, Parvinder
Singh, General Secretary,
Ajay Kumar, SEFI
Nominee, Ankur Mishra,
Treasurer, Nikhil Pethe,
Vice-President 1, GP Soni,
Vice-President 2, Remy
Thomas, Secretary-1,
Akhilesh Mishra,
Secretary-2, SR Jakhad,
DGM (S, C & CA) were pres-
ent as special guests. The
vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Parvinder Singh,

General Secretary. The pro-
gramme was compeered
with enthusiastic commen-
tary by Satyawan Nayak,
Senior Manager (PR).

A l u m n i
(College/Institute/Universi
ty) Cricket Teams from
Bhilai Steel Plant are par-
ticipating in the tourna-
ment. 17 teams are partici-
pating in the tournament
from College / Institute /
University Alumni. 35

matches will be played in
the tournament.

An exhibition match was
played between DIC 11
team and OA 11 team as
part of the inauguration of
the tournament. DIC
Eleven was led by K K
Singh, ED (P & A) while OA
11 was led by NK Banchhor,
President, Officers
Association and SEFI
Chairman. DIC 11 team
won the friendly match.

Principal administers oath 
on Anti-Terrorism Day at 

Durg Science College
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 21: Anti-
Terrorism Day was cele-
brated in the auditorium
of Government
Vishwanath Yadav
Tamaskar Post Graduate
Autonomous College,
Durg (Chhattisgarh). This
day is observed to express
solidarity on the martyr-
dom day of the former
Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi.

College Principal Dr RN
Singh addressing the staff
members and students,
said that terrorism is dan-
gerous for the country and
the society. Creating an en-
vironment of peace and
tolerance in our country,

we should try to save
human life values with un-
derstanding and opposing
the disruptive forces. After
the address, the Anti-
Terrorism Pledge was ad-
ministered to all the mem-
bers by the Principal.

Senior professor of the
college Dr MA Siddiqui,
NCC Commander Dr OP
Gupta, Dr Abhinesh
Surana, Dr Qamar Talat,
Dr SN Jha, Dr Gayatri

Pandey, Dr Prachi Singh,
NSS Student's Unit
Program Officer Dr
Meena Mann, and
Student's Unit NSS Officer
Prof Janendra Kumar
Diwan, Sports Officer
Laxmendra Kuldeep, Head
Clerk Sanjay Yadav, Salim
Ahmed, Satendra Kumar
Soni, and NSS students
and staff including volun-
teer Dalnayak Lewis
Kumar were present.

Police officer found hanging in hotel room 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 21: An
Assistant Sub Inspector of
Durg Police was found
hanging in a hotel room
on Saturday morning. The
deceased was Farukh
Sheikh (54), a resident of
Police Lines Durg. He was
found hanging in a room
at Hotel Suvidha in
Chhawani. The room was
bolted from inside. The
body was hanging with a
stole to the ceiling fan.

Prima facie it appears
that the police officer had
committed suicide. He
was recently attached to
Police Lines due to his in-
volvement in a Hit and
Run case in which a youth
was killed. According to
sources, he was in stress
due to some family dis-
putes also.

According to informa-

tion, ASI Farukh Sheikh
was earlier posted at
Chhawani Police Station.
He often used to stay at
Hotel Suvidha situated in
front of Basant Talkies in
Power House. On Friday
evening also, he reached
the hotel with his friend.
They reportedly con-
sumed liquor and later his

friend left.
Farukh was alone at the

hotel room on the inter-
vening night of Saturday.
On Saturday morning, his
friend tried to contact him
on mobile phone but he
did not reply. When
Farukh did not respond to
the mobile calls, his friend
informed the police after

which a team from
Chhawani Police Station
reached the spot.

They broke the door to
enter the room and found
Farukh Sheikh hanging.
Forensic team was called
in to conduct a crime
scene investigation. Any
suicide note was not recov-
ered from the spot. After

preparing an inquest, the
body was sent for autopsy.

ASI Farukh Sheikh was
recently attached to Police
Lines as a punishment.
On May 08, a speeding car
had hit two bikers near
Police Lines in Durg. One
of the bikers identified as
Akash Tandi of Utkal
Nagar was killed in this
hit and run case. During
investigation, it was dis-
covered that the car be-
longed to ASI Farukh
Sheikh.

Taking the matter into
cognizance, SP had at-
tached him to Police
Lines. He was highly
stressed due to some fami-
ly disputes also. ASI
Farukh Sheikh had earli-
er worked at Anjora,
Pulgaon and Utai Police
Stations. Police have
lodged a case and investi-
gations are on.

Inter Alumni Cricket Tournament 
Director I/c Trophy 2022 inaugurated

Students learn to prepare resume
at Skill Development workshop 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 21: On  the
third day of workshop
Nikhar being organised at
Shri Shankaracharya
Mahavidyalaya, the par-
ticipants learnt to prepare
resume. Rajat Singh
trained the students for
the interviews, soft skills
and personality develop-

ment.
A day before students

were asked to bring their
resume. The trainer read
the resume and corrected
them. He briefed about the
introduction part that
plays an important role in
personality. He said three
important part of person-
ality development are :
Personal part, Technical

part, confidence part.
He further explained

why we add hobbies in our
resume, because the man-
ager who is taking your
interview connect with
you personally and at
human level. Finally the
session ended by the train-
ing of cat walk given by
INIFD faculties Ms Soniya
and Ms Harsha.

Renovated Nana-Nani Park opened for public
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 21: Nana
Nani Park extremely pop-
ular among grandparents
and children situated at
the heart of Durg city has
been renovated and dedi-
cated to public. The Durg
Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal
and MLA Durg (Urban)
and RN Verma, dedicated
the park to public.

Here it needs a mention
that Arun Vora, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal and
Durg Municipal
Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi had taken up the
responsibility to renovate
and decorate it, which is in
progress and the Park has
gained in scenic beauty.

This park is being deco-
rated with beautiful lights
and would definitely pro-

vide a great place of recre-
ation for the citizens of the
city. During the dedication
programme those present
included MIC members
Abdul Gani, Deepak Sahu,
Sanjay Kohle, Councilor
Bhaskar Kundale,
Horticulture Inspector
Anil Singh, Ajay Mishra,
Rajkumar Pali and Vikas

Yadav.
The role and hard work

of public representatives
and officers and employ-
ees is paying off. In-charge
of Environment and
Horticulture Department
Satyavati Verma is also
monitoring this work con-
tinuously. The Durg and
municipal Commissioner

are also inspecting the
progress of the beautifica-
tion work from time to
time. The officials are also
constantly reviewing the
progress are being moti-
vated to do better work
beautifully. As a result of
which today Grandparents
Nana Nani is shining in a
new form, soon dedicated

to the public.
Dada Dadi Nana Nani

Park is located in the heart
of Durg and is one of the
bustling tourist places of
Chhattisgarh. The park
has got a unique name
which means Grandfather
and Grandmother's Park.
The Park has a play zone, a
comfortable seating area.

Efforts to increase
export potential of

agro-based products 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 21:
District Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure chaired a virtu-
al meeting of the
District Export
Promotion Committee
the other day. The
meeting was attended
by Lead Bank Officers
from Bank of Baroda,
DGFT, MSME, State
Level Office bearers
from Chhattisgarh
Chamber of
Commerce and other
concerned officers
from the district.

Action plan was dis-
cussed after selecting
'one district - one prod-
uct' on the basis of the
products being export-
ed from the district.
Durg District Collector
gave his suggestion to
include tomato, rice,
steel and inorganic
chemicals in the export
list from the district.

Apart from this, he
also directed the offi-
cials of the concerned
department to make
available the informa-
tion sought in the draft
plan to the District
Trade and Industries
Center, Durg.

The Collector said

that tomato production
is being done on a large
scale in the district and
Dhamdha block is also
producing other veg-
etables on a large scale.
Along with this, paddy
is produced on a large
scale in the district.

Therefore, keeping
the agricultural prod-
ucts in the export list
will be very beneficial
for the farmers of the
district. He further
said that the district
has immense potential
for the food processing
industry which can be
exported to other coun-
tries.

A Committee for
District Export
Promotion has also
been constituted. This
committee will work to
remove problems of ex-
porters by establishing
coordination between
various departments of
the Central and State
Government.

This committee will
work to create a con-
ducive environment
for the exporters. Dr
Sampark Kumar, RK
Srivastava, SS Rajput,
KC Thomas, Rachit
Jain and Suresh
Thakur attended the
virtual meeting.

Making the benefits reach to the last person is administration’s responsibility: Kavre

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2211:: Annual prize
distribution ceremony of the
Town Official Language
Implementation Committee
(NARAKAS) was held on
Friday. Prizes were distributed
among the winners of different
categories for the year 2021.
Under the category of prizes
for the member organisations,
Bank of Baroda, Regional
Office, Durg was honoured
with the Agraganya Award for
the year 2021. Deputy Regional
Head Siddharth Verma re-
ceived this award from BSP
Director I/c Anirban
Chaudhary. Further, the staff
of Bank of Baroda won differ-
ent prizes of personal category
in various competitions. In all,
BoB bagged six prizes in this
award function.

BoB receives
Agraganya Award 

Rajiv Gandhi's
achievement cannot
be forgotten: Qureshi

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2211:: On the occasion of
31st death anniversary of martyr
Rajiv Gandhi, former minister of
Chhattisgarh Badruddin Qureshi
laid a wreath at the life-size stat-
ue of former Prime Minister set
up in Khursipar and observed two
minutes silence to pay tribute.
Congressmen who accompanied
him took a pledge to walk on the
mentioned paths. Speaking on
the occasion he said that during
the term of Rajiv Gandhi as Prime
Minister of the country for the
purpose of taking forward the
youth of the country, he changed
the voting age to 18 years from
the existing voting age of 21
years. Today, mobiles and com-
puters are being seen in every vil-
lage of the country, the rights
given to women in the Panchayati
State, it is the gift of Rajiv Gandhi.
Thus, the new schemes that were
started by the former Prime
Minister to take the country for-
ward can never be forgotten. 
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RAINS BRING RELIEF

Rains lashed Raipur on Saturday evening giving relief to the people from scorching heat.

Raipur, May 21:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel virtual-
ly released an amount of
Rs 1804 crore 50 lakh to
more than 26 lakh 68
thousand farmers, land-
less agricultural labor-
ers, livestock farmers
and women Self-Help
Groups associated with
Gauthans at a  pro-
gramme organized at his
residence office in
Raipur on death anniver-
sary of former Prime
Minister Bharat Ratna
Late Rajiv Gandhi on
Saturday. Extending his
congratulations to the
farmers, landless agri-
cultural laborers, cattle
rearers and women
SHGs of the state, the
Chief Minister said that
Chhattisgarh is the first
state in the country,
which has ensured ‘eco-
nomic and social justice
for all’ through Nyay
Yojana.

“In the last three
years, Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment has undertaken
several fruitful steps for
the welfare of farmers
and deprived sections of
the society. This includes
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana, Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana,
Suraji Gaon Yojana,

Narva-Garwa-Ghurwa-
Bari programme,
Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Industrial Park, procure-
ment of 65 types of
minor forest produce on
support price, hike in
Tendupatta collection
rate, and establishment
of C-Mart. We are con-
stantly expanding scope
of each scheme and pro-
grammes to make it
more effective”, said
Baghel.

Speaking about expan-
sion of scope of Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Chief Minister
said that farmers doing
cultivation of major
Kharif and horticulture
crops, Kodo, Kutki, Ragi
and farmers doing tree
plantation on agricultur-
al land have been includ-
ed under the scope of
scheme. An input sub-
sidy of Rs 1720 crore 11
lakh has been given as
the first installment this
year. A total input sub-
sidy of about Rs.6900
crores will be given to
the farmers this year. On
this occasion, the Chief
Minister also released Rs

71 crore 8 lakh 4 thou-
sand as the first install-
ment of the year 2022-23
to 3 lakh 55 thousand 402
beneficiaries under the
Rajiv Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana.
He said that the annual
assistance provided
under the scheme has
now been increased from
Rs 6 thousand to Rs 7
thousand. Baghel trans-
ferred a total of Rs 13
crore 31 lakh to cow dung
vendors, Gauthan com-
mittees and women self-
help groups under
Godhan Nyay Yojana.

This includes Rs 11
crore 14 lakh to Gauthan
committees and women
SHGs and Rs 2 crore 17
lakh to the cow dung col-
lectors. A total dividend
of Rs 110 crore has been
paid to women self-help
groups and Gauthan
committees so far.
Similarly, a total amount
of Rs 140.71 crore has
been released to the ben-
eficiaries in the lieu of
purchase of cow dung.
Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister

Ravindra Choubey,
Revenue Minister Jai
Singh Agrawal also ad-
dressed this programme
through video conferenc-
ing. They said that the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Baghel is working for the
upliftment of all sections
of the society. The public
friendly policies of the
government have bought
prosperity and a positive
change in all sections of
the society.

The Agriculture
Minister said that in the
last three years, the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has deposited
about Rs one lakh crore
into the accounts of
farmers, landless labor-
ers, forest produce col-
lectors and beneficiaries
of Godhan Nyay Yojana.
During the programme,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr Kamal
Preet Singh gave infor-
mation about Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Godhan Nyay
Yojana and Bhumiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay

Yojana through a presen-
tation.

Adviser to the Chief
Minister Pradeep
Sharma, Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain,
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr Kamal
Preet Singh, Tribal
Welfare Department
Secretary DD Singh,
Revenue Secretary NN
Ekka, Agriculture
Secretary Dr S
B h a r a t h i d a s a n ,
Agriculture Director
Yashwant Kumar along
with other senior offi-
cials were present on the
occasion. In this pro-
gramme, ministers, par-
liamentary secretaries,
legislators, other public
representatives, farmers,
laborers, women SHGs
and villagers from across
the state participated on-
line.

An amount of Rs 11
thousand 180 crore has
been paid to the farmers
of the state under the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana in the last
two years. After the pay-
ment of Rs 1720 crore 11
lakh today, this amount
has been increased to Rs
12 thousand 900 crores 21
lakh. After including the
amount of Rs 122 crore
24 lakh paid so far to
farmers of the state cul-
tivating sugarcane, this
figure will increase to Rs
13 thousand 22 crores 45
lakh. Similarly, an
amount of Rs 250 crore
40 lakh has been paid so
far to cow dung vendors,
Gauthan committees and
women SHGs under the
Godhan Nyay Yojana.

State Govt is ensuring economic and social
justice for all through Nyay Yojana: CM

Virtually releases an amount of Rs 1804.50 crore to bank accounts of farmers, agricultural laborers, cattle rearers and women SHGs

 Despite the 
challenges, input
subsidy given for the
third consecutive
year to the farmers
of Chhattisgarh

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 21: Chief
Executive Officer of
Raipur Development
Authority (RDA)
Chandrakant Verma on
Saturday said that con-
struction speed of the
under-construction flats in
Kamal Vihar Scheme

would be increased to en-
sure that those who have
been allotted flats under
the various schemes, get it
at the earliest. Verma
made the above statement
during his visit to Sector 4
to inspect the construction
works of the flats in
Kamal Vihar scheme. He
claimed that RDA is pro-

viding flats to the people
from EWS and LIG group
at a reasonable price in
comparison to the private
builders. He said that the
above factor has resulted
in sale of property worth
Rs 79.71 crore in the month
of April. During the visit,
the CEO also inspected the
33KV substation being es-
tablished at Sector 1 in
Kamal Vihar. He also in-
spected the construction
works being going on in
Sector 11B, Sector 12 and
13. Superintendent
Engineer MS Pandey,
Executive Engineer
(Electrical) Suresh
Kunjam, Sub Engineers
Kirti Kamro, Rakesh
Manhare and Vivek Sinha
were also present during
the inspection.

RDA to speed up 
construction of flats:Verma

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 21:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant on Saturday
paid rich tributes to for-
mer Prime Minister late

Rajiv Gandhi remember-
ing him as creator of
Computer Revolution in
the 21st Century in
India. Dr Mahant
termed him to be the
Architect of Modern
India for his role as the
youngest Prime
Minister of the country.
He said that late Rajiv
Gandhi had taken sever-
al decisions which had
resulted in development
of the nation. He added
that expansion of educa-
tion, voting rights to
youth on attaining the
age of 18 years and
Panchayati-raj system
was given by late Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 21:
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Chess Association
(CPCA) will be organizing
CM Trophy Chess tourna-
ment in the month of
September in which near-
ly 500 players from 20
countries would be partic-
ipating. Providing the
above information at a
press conference here, the
CPCA President
Raghvendra Singhania
and General Secretary
Vinod Rathi said that
main objective behind or-
ganizing the mega Chess
event is to establish the
popular game in
Chhattisgarh also. They

said that it would help the
budding players from
Chhattisgarh to show
cause their talent.

They further informed
that a two-day state-level
selection trials would be
held on June 18 and 19
under Chess In Schools
programme. Six players
would be selected for the
Olympiad to be held at
Mahabalipuram in

Chennai so that they can
get exposure to the
International players in-
cluding Grand Masters
and would also be part of
various trainings at na-
tional level. They said
that it would be unique
opportunity provided by
All India Chess
Federation which has al-
lowed six players from
Chhattisgarh to attend

the Olympiad to be held
from July 28 to August 10
in Chennai.

They said that 100
Schools would be associat-
ed under the Chess In
Schools campaign in
C h h a t t i s g a r h .
Association Treasurer
Pradeep Das and
Secretary Hemant Kunte
were also present during
the press conference.

Nearly 500 players to participate in CM Trophy Chess tournament
Raipur, May 21: The
School Education
Department has started
preparations for the new
academic session.
Teachers have to make a
roadmap for teaching chil-
dren. Education officers
can also check this
roadmap with the begin-
ning of session. The de-
partment has given in-
structions to carry out
painting and repairs in the
schools before the begin-
ning of the new academic
session. District Education
Officer AN Banjara has di-
rected BEOs and BRCCs at
a meeting to prepare the
necessary academic calen-
dar for this before the
schools open on June 16.

Every teacher will have a
road map of how they will
teach. Teachers will make
their vision to increase the
knowledge level of the
children. The District
Education Officer has di-
rected that all the informa-
tion of the School
Education Department
should be updated on the
CGSchool portal. Every
teacher’s problems should
be heard and action should
be taken for redressal of
such problems. BEO and
BRCC camps should also
be organised to redress the
problems of teachers. The
headmasters and teachers
of the schools should pre-
pare for the new session
from now on.

Teachers asked to prepare
roadmap for teaching children

Dr Mahant pays rich 
tributes to late Rajiv Gandhi

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2211:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has recently
announced the reinstatement of
the old pension scheme in
Chhattisgarh. To implement this
decision, Finance Secretary
Mrs. Alarmelmangai D. has writ-
ten a letter to the Chairman of
the Pension Fund Regulatory
and Development Authority
(PFRDA), New Delhi. It is stated
in the letter that, under the new
pension scheme, the present
market value (employer and
employee joint share) of the
state government’s contribution
totals Rs 17,240 crore. This
amount should be returned to
the Chhattisgarh government
soon. Finance Secretary Smt.
Alarmelmangai D. has apprised
the Chairman of Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development
Authority, New Delhi that the
Government of Chhattisgarh
has recently introduced a new
contributory pension for all the
employees appointed in the
pensionable establishment of
the State Government on or
after November 1, 2004. In place
of the new scheme, it has been
decided to restore the old pen-
sion scheme which was effec-
tive before November 1, 2004.
This decision was approved in
the State Cabinet meeting held
on May 1, 2022. Apart from this,
a notification has been pub-
lished in the gazette by the state

government for the restoration
of the old pension scheme. The
monthly contribution of employ-
er and employee to the NPS
accounts of employees has also
been stopped with effect from
April 1, 2022. The Finance
Secretary has also conveyed in
the letter that a new GPF
(General Provident Fund)
account has been opened by the
State Government for every
employee registered with NPS.
As per the General Provident
Fund Rules, a minimum of 12
percent of a government
employee’s basic salary employ-
ees will be deducted, which will
be deposited in the
Chhattisgarh General Provident
Fund accounts of government
employees. The present market
value of the total amount of gov-
ernment contribution in the NPS
accounts received from the
NSDL will be used to meet
future pension liabilities and will
be kept in a separate pension
fund under the Public Account
of the State Government. The
Finance Secretary has also
informed that the principal
amount contributed by the
employees in their NPS
accounts will be transferred to
the Chhattisgarh General
Provident Fund Account of the
employees.  Under the rules of
the Chhattisgarh General
Provident Fund, Interest will be

payable by the state govern-
ment w.e.f.  November 1, 2004
as per interest-related instruc-
tions issued from time to time.
The difference in the current
market value of employee con-
tribution made to NPS and the
principal amount contributed by
the employees will be used to
credit the interest payable in the
General Provident Fund
accounts of the employees.
As per the data available with
the Government of
Chhattisgarh, Rs 11,850 crore
(employee and employer contri-
bution) has been transferred by
the state government to NSDL
during the period from
November 1, 2004 to March 31,
2022. According to the informa-
tion received from NSDL, the
current market value of this
amount is about Rs.17,240
crore. The Finance Secretary
has requested the Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development
Authority to refund the present
market value of the total
amount (employer and employ-
ee share combined) contributed
by the State government to
NSDL so that the Chhattisgarh
Government can initiate the
process of transfer of the
amount to the Pension Fund
under Public Accounts of the
State Government and
Chhattisgarh General Provident
Fund accounts.

Chhattisgarh government demands
PFRDA to return a sum of Rs 17240 cr

Raipur, May 21:

Raipur police caught mis-
creants who robbed a grain
trader. These miscreants
were hiding in Mana and
nearby areas. So far 11
members of the robbery
gang have been arrested
while 3 others are still ab-
sconding. Police have also
seized Rs 8 lakh, stumps
and sticks used in beating
the businessman, mobile
phones and bikes from
them. Giving information
in this matter, SP (Rural)
Kirtan Rathore said that 11
people including 2 minors
have been arrested in con-
nection with the incident
while three more miscre-
ants involved in the inci-
dent, they are still at large.
Cash has been recovered
from the arrested boys.
Some of the money was dis-
tributed by these miscre-
ants to their creditors.
According to arrested per-
sons they looted an amount
of 15 to 20 lakhs but the
trader told in FIR about rob-
bery of 50 lakhs. Now the
situation regarding the
cash will be clear as soon as

the remaining absconding
accused are caught. On the
night of 16 May, grain trad-
er Narendra Khetpal was
returning to his house from
the wholesale market of
Dumtarai. Meanwhile 9
bike riders who came from
behind surrounded him
badly with sticks and

stumps. They ran away
with a bag full of money.
The bag that the accused
fled with also contained the
details of the business-
man's bank account. After
robbing the cash, the mis-
creants had also withdrawn
money from the account on
the basis of bank details.

Eleven miscreants arrested 
for robbing businessman
Robbers say they robbed only 20 lakhs but businessman writes about Rs 50 lakhs in FIR
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Balconagar, May 21:

Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer and
a subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium Business,
commemorated World
Biodiversity Week with
several programmes such
as Srishti Sanrakshan
Sammelan, Fruit Orchard
Development, Pond
Restoration, etc., themed
on ‘building a shared a fu-
ture for all’.

The celebration started
with a three-day long fest,
Srishti Sanrakshan
Sammelan, which aimed
at sensitizing employees,
business partners, fami-
lies and the public at large
on the importance of and
need to conserve biodiver-
sity, even at an individual
level. Various stalls were
put up such as a
‘Transformation Stall’
which displayed informa-
tive documentaries on the

subject of Biodiversity for
the visitors, a plant stall
where local agricultural
products grown by local
farmers through organic
farming were put up for
for distribution, stalls of
Korba Forest Department
to distribute ayurvedic
products and medicinal
plants along with edifying
the visitors regarding
their utility, etc. Apart
from this, a jungle trail
was conducted for chil-
dren to inform and sensi-
tize them towards the rich
biodiversity present
around them. In order to
engage extended members
of the BALCO family, fruit
bearing plants were plant-
ed by the employees and
their family members to
develop a fruit orchard.
With the objective of reju-
venating nearby natural
water resources, around
21 ponds are being revived
under ‘Pond Restoration’
project. An interdepart-
mental selfie contest

‘Nature Connect, Social
Connect’ was organized to
further increase enthusi-
asm of the workforce on
this crucial subject.

Speaking on the impor-
tance of biodiversity con-
servation, Mr. Abhijit
Pati, CEO & Director,
BALCO, said, “World
Biodiversity Day is an ap-
propriate occasion to re-
mind all of us to intro-
spect and evaluate
whether our activities are
aligned in the direction of
biodiversity conservation
or not.

Today, when the world is
facing challenges on mul-
tiple fronts, it becomes all
the more pertinent and
important for all of us to
focus on conservation of
biodiversity. As right ac-
tion at right time can
bring transformative re-
sults, BALCO is commit-
ted towards fulfilling its
ESG goals and to trans-
form the society for good.
The efforts at individual

level are equally impor-
tant along with the efforts
at organizational level.
Hence, we are also com-
mitted to sensitise each
member of the BALCO
family to take small steps
to preserve the biodiversi-
ty in our surroundings
and contribute towards
building a shared future
for all.” BALCO has re-
cently been awarded nu-
merous prestigious
awards for its environ-
mental conservation ef-
forts such as ‘Golden
Peacock Sustainability
Award’, ‘CII HSE
Excellence Award,
Chhattisgarh’, ‘CII
Energy Excellence
Award’, ‘Sustainable
Business of the Year
Award’ and ‘Energy &
Environment Global
Environment Award’ in
recent years. This year
BALCO has been con-
ferred with ‘Best Green
Business Award’ and ‘Best
Green Excellence Award’.

Biodiversity Week celebrated with
great verve and fervor at BALCO

Konta/Sukma, May 21:   

As per the instruc-
tions of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, Sukma
District Collector Vineet
Nandanwar inspected
the Joint District Office.
During this, he inspect-
ed all the departments
operating in the Joint

District Office and took
stock of the presence of
department heads, offi-
cers and employees.

He himself perused
the attendance register
of all the departments
and checked the physical
presence of each officer
employee. He has di-
rected to issue notices to

the absent officer em-
ployees. Along with
this, department heads
have been directed to
take strict action against
the employees who have
been absent for a long
time. He said that after
receiving applications
from the employees tak-
ing leave, let them leave

on leave only after ap-
proval.

Follow the time dis-
cipline, all the officers
employees

The Collector has said
that the government has
increased the holidays
with the aim of increas-
ing the working efficien-
cy of our officers and
employees. All the offi-
cers and employees
should be present in the
office on working days
following the time disci-
pline. To ensure this, all
the offices were inspect-
ed today. In which most
of the officers and em-
ployees were found pres-
ent in all the depart-
ments. He has directed
all the department heads
to ensure the presence of
himself and all the em-
ployees subordinate to
him by 5:30 pm.

Collector Nandanwar inspects District Office

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy  2211:: Students of
School of Pharmacy (SOP),
Chouksey Engineering College,
Bilaspur (C.G.) gave excellent
performance in Graduate
Pharmacy Aptitude Test
(GPAT) conducted by National
Testing Agency (NTA), New
Delhi. GPAT qualified student
are eligible to take admission
in Master of Pharmacy as well
as awarded with Rs. 12,600 per
month given by All India
Council of Technical Education

(AICTE). Ms. Jaya Sahu, Tushar
Sirmaur and Hemant Soni has
secured top rank in national
level GPAT Examination. SOP
has organized special GPAT
classes for talented students of
the institute for their future
prospective. Diploma in
Pharmacy, Bachelor in
Pharmacy, Master in Pharmacy
( P h a r m a c e u t i c s ,
Pharmaceutical Chemistry,
P h a r m a c o l o g y
&Pharmacognosy) courses are

successfully run bySchool of
Pharmacy, Chouksey
Engineering College. The insti-
tute is runningResearch
Centre, for Ph.D. and research
program, which is first private
institute in Chhattisgarh. On
this occasion Managing
Director Er. Ashish Jaiswal,
Director Dr. (Mrs.)
PalakJaiswal and all faculties
of institute has shared their
best wishes for their future
endeavors.  

SOP students excel in GPAT

Jaya Sahu Tushar Sirmaur Hemant Soni

Raipur, May 21:
Rajasthan has sought the
intervention of the
Chhattisgarh government
for an early start of coal
mining to help supple-
ment fuel supplies for its
electricity-generating
projects at a time when the
state is facing a power
crunch. Rajasthan Chief
Secretary Usha Sharma
on May 19 wrote to her
Chhattisgarh counterpart
Amitabh Jain saying some
locals with the support of
a few NGOs are creating
problems in commence-
ment of mining opera-
tions in coal blocks the
state had been allocated.
The Rajasthan govern-
ment’s utility Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Limited (RRVUNL)
has invested heavily in the

commissioning of 4,400
MW of thermal power sta-
tions, which are supposed
to source coal from its
Parsa East Kanta Basan
(PEKB), Parsa and Kente
Extension coal blocks in
Chhattisgarh. The three
blocks are estimated to
have an annual production
of close to 30 million
tonne.

However, it has been
able to produce only half
of it from the first phase of
PEKB block while both
Parsa and Kente
Extension coal blocks are
yet to take off. The two
blocks have got forest
clearance and permission
has been issued for tree
felling. “However, some
local people with the sup-
port of a few NGOs are
creating problems and tak-

ing inappropriate actions
to stop the working at the
site for tree enumeration
and tree felling activity,”
Sharma wrote.

A delay in commence-
ment of mining opera-
tions shall adversely im-
pact the production of
coal, its supply and the
power generation in the
state, she said adding it
would also cause revenue
loss to Chhattisgarh.

Rajasthan may plunge
into a severe power crisis
if it fails to kick start coal
production from the sec-
ond phase of PEKB block
where it is not possible to
recover coal anymore
from the first phase. Also,
coal production from
Parsa and Kente
Extension blocks is criti-
cal for Rajasthan’s energy

security in the future.
Last year, Rajasthan pro-

cured 17 million tonne of
coal from Coal India Ltd
and 15 million tonne from
PEKB block. The supplies
from Coal India are often
disrupted on account of its
lower production. In that
case, fuel supply from its
captive coal mines is a life-
line for Rajasthan.
Rajasthan believes it is
facing hurdles on account
of misinformation spread
by a handful of activists
targeting the development
of its coal blocks. The
Rajasthan utility has
planted over 8 lakh trees to
compensate for the impact
on the local ecology to
make PEKB block the
model mine in the country.

All three — PEKB,
Parsa and Kente

Extension blocks — will be
operated by long-term
agreement for Mine
Development and
Operations (MDO) instead
of conventional and ineffi-
cient short-term contracts
for coal excavation.

In the case of MDO
model, the mine developer
and operator have to en-
sure ‘responsible mining’
practices. This compels
mining companies to ad-
dress the interests of all
the stakeholders including
the local community and
the government.

“I shall be grateful if
this matter could be re-
solved urgently at your
level and necessary direc-
tions be issued to the dis-
trict collectors of Sarguja
and Surajpur,” Sharma
added.

Rajasthan govt seeks Chhattisgarh support
to start coal mining for power projects

Raipur, May 21: 

CAIT  National Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani,
State President Jitendra
Doshi, States Working
President, Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary,
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary, Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer, Ajay
Agrawal and state media
incharge Sanjay Choubey
informed the
Confederation of All India
Traders ( CAIT) has wel-
comed the order of
Supreme Court made yes-
terday about decisions of
GST Council not binding
on Central and State
Governments. Though

this decision favours the
trading community but it
will have far reaching con-
sequences as  in the order
terming GST as a merely
recommendatory body
has put certain question
mark on the nature and
validity of GST Council.
The decision has thrashed
the belief that GST
Council having represen-
tatives of both Central &
State Governments is a
supreme body in connec-
tion with GST taxation
system. In the wake of SC
order, the CAIT has urged
the Union Finance
Minister Mrs. Nirmala
Sitharaman to take a call
for review afresh the GST
Act and rules. CAIT
National Vice President
Mr. Amar Parwani  &
State President, Mr.
Jitendra Doshi  said that

apex court decision  that
recommendations of GST
council are not binding on
the federal constituents is
expected to fracture the
mandate of GST.

If every state is made
free from the recommen-
dation of GST Council, it
will empower them to
make Laws and rules as
per their choice which
will surely bring disparity
and anomaly in GST Rules
and the basic fundamental
of GST “one-nation - one
tax’’ will be highly jeop-
ardized. Mr. Parwani   &
Mr. Doshi  said that In the
wake of SC order, how it is
expected that uniformity
in taxation system in
whole country will be
maintained in GST law &
rules. If states start taking
independent decisions on
GST issues, a whole mess

will be created across the
country. Not only this it
will curb free movement
of trade across the coun-
try. It may also have ad-
verse impact on foreign
investment in India as for-
eign companies have al-
ways advocated a single
taxation law & rules all
over the country.

Mr. Parwani   & Mr.
Doshi  said that powers of
state government to make
variation in GST laws will
encourage having differ-
ential tax structure in dif-
ferent states. GST is basi-
cally destination based
consumption tax.

Now this decision em-
powers the producing
state government to have
different policies to suit
it’s own advantage where-
as consuming states will
have to suffer.

CAIT welcomes SC order on GST 
But says it will open Pandora box

Raipur, May 21:

The Power Grid Inter-
Region Carrom
Tournament under
Power Grid Corporation
of India West Zone-1 has
begun in Raipur on
Saturday.

The tournament was
inaugurated by Power

Grid Corporation of
India West Zone-1
Executuve Director S
Ravinder Kumar in pres-
ence of R Narayan,
General Manager
Nagpur, A Basu, General
Manager (Finance) and
GK Goutam General
Manager Raipur.

The tournament has

been organised with the
objective of encouraging
promoting sportsman-
ship among the employ-
ees. Players from as many
as 11 teams across the
country are participating
in the tournament which
is being conducted
through league system in
women’s and mens (sin-

gles), women’s and men’s
(doubles) categories and
team championship. The
tournament has been or-
ganised under joint aus-
pices of Chhattisgarh
Carrom Association and
Power Grind Corporation
of India. The tournament
will conclude on 23rd
May.

Power Grid Inter-Region Carrom Tournament 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2211::  “Our village
has 25 families and all these
families have to climb uphill
around 16 kms for two and a
half hours to reach ration shop
for food grains. And often
while returning, they have to
walk nearly 35 kms on a  dilap-
idated pathway, cross rivers,
nala, and go through various
inconveniences just to reach
home after collecting ration
from the shop. I request Chief
Minister to connect all these
families of the village to the
ration shop of nearest pan-
chayat Chhuidih, so that they
may collect ration convenient-
ly without having to travel
afar”, said Harilal, a resident of
Gadaipara. Responding to his
demands at once, Chief

Minister directed the officials
concerned to make necessary
arrangements so that the fam-
ilies of Gadaipara village may
collect ration from the shop
situated in the nearest Gram
Panchayat of Chhuidih. Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel is
touring various assembly con-
stituencies to directly connect
with people and to review the

implementation of government
schemes on the ground. In the
same sequence, Chief Minister
visited village Kudargarh of
Bhatgaon assembly con-
stituency in Surajpur district
on May 7, where at the
Chaupal the aforementioned
problem came to light. Taking
immediate action on their
demand, Chief Minister gave

instructions to the officials
concerned and within six days,
arrangements have been made
to provide these 25 families of
Kudargarh food grains from
the ration shop of village
Chhuidih. Now people of
Kudargarh village will no
longer have to climb uphill or
cross rivers-rocky pathways to
collect food grains from a dis-
tant ration shop. They have
now been connected to the
ration shop in the nearby gram
panchayat of Chhuidih, so that
they may collect the ration
conveniently. Chief Minister
had given instructions to make
this arrangement on May 7 and
by May 13, the beneficiaries
were enlisted at the shop of
village Chhuidih.

People no longer have to climb all the way uphill
or cross rivers to get food grains from ration shops

25 families will now get their ration at the nearest Gram Panchayat

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2211::

The same pain has been
shared by three generations in
the past years. There is no
available record of how much
land there is and its location.
They are pursuing farming, but
due to the absence of KCC,
they cannot secure loans.
There are crops but there is no
facility for sale.

Everyone, from the farmer
Masiyaram Kode hailing from
Kohakmeta village of
Aboojhmadh to Pandruram
and Mohan Dhaneriya, is fac-
ing the same problem. As no
survey was conducted in
Aboojhmadh, there was no
mention of their lands in the
revenue records. Due to this,
they couldn’t reap any benefit
from the government
schemes. 

Today, however, there is a
smile on the faces of 1121
farmers of the Aboojhmadh
region. The Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel distributed
Masahati Patta to the farmers
during the Bhent Mulaqat pro-
gram in Chhotedongar.
Masiyaramn Kode, a farmer
from Aboojhmadh, said that till

now the fate of farming was in
the hands of God. There’s no
facility for irrigation on the
farms as there are no pumps.
But now, as they have received
the Masahati Patta, solar
pumps can be installed on
their farms. Farmers including
him will be able to receive
loans after the approval of
their KCC. Masiyaram said
that they used to sell paddy in
the open market at a price
between Rs. 10 – 15 till now.
But now, after the registration
in society, they will be able to
sell paddy at a support price.
At the initiative of the Chief
Minister, survey work in the

villages of the Aboojhmadh
region is being speedily con-
ducted on priority by the State
Government. Revenue survey
work in 16 villages of
Narayanpur’s Orchha develop-
ment block has been complet-
ed, and the farmers have been
provided with Masahati patta
there. After receiving
Masahati Patta, the farmers in
this region will be able to enjoy
the benefits of the State
Government schemes. They
will also be able to secure
loans from banks after they
have received the KCC.
Benefits of the Government
schemes will now be reaped:

Farmers in Aboojhmadh will
reap the benefits of
Government schemes after
receiving the Masahati Patta.
They will be able to sell paddy
after being registered in socie-
ty. They will also enjoy the
benefits of a solar pump facili-
ty for irrigation and the
schemes related to the
Agriculture and Gardening
Department. The Agriculture
Department is also distributing
seeds of different crops to
farmers and providing them
with guidance. Drip lines are
being constructed on the
farms and Poly house is being
built.

Process of the sursurvey:
The District Administration
team first sends the GPS loca-
tion of the village to IIT
Roorkee. The IIT Roorkee team
sends a big map of the area
with the help of a satellite.
After that, the Revenue
Department decides the
boundary of the farms.
Thereafter, the farm is located
with the help of the software
and the area is determined.
After the process of claim-
objection, determination of the
Patta is done.

Aboojhmadh is no longer ignorant



Geedam/Dantewada, May 21:

Culture is the introduc-
tion of social forms, physi-
cal traits, customary beliefs
and human phenomena.
Art is the creative expres-
sion of a person's experi-
ences, feelings and talents.
District Administration
Dantewada and School
Education Department is
organizing a summer camp
at Geedam and Haurnar
cluster level of Geedam
block in Government
Middle School Geedam,
which will be conducted till
May 24.

The children are being
given training on 15 disci-
plines by the experts.
Children with their talent
and skill made traditional
pot decorations, bow & ar-
rows, tumba decorations,
clay sculptures, chhind

leaves bouquets and bags,
home decoration things, en-
vironmental protection and
water conservation paint-
ings. Geedam Block
Education Officer Sheikh
Rafiq, Assistant Block
Education Officer Bhavani
Poonem, Block Resource
Coordinator Anil Sharma
observed the things made
by the children and gave in-
spiration and best wishes.
Director of Green Care
Society India and Expert
from Indian Science
Congress Association,
Department of Science &
Technology, Government of

India Amujuri Biswanath
said that art & culture play
an important role in the de-
velopment of the country
and the state.

It shows a great vision,
values, practices and defi-
nite goals. Art and culture
creativity is included in all
economic, social and other
activities. Haurnar Cluster
Coordinator Jitendra
Chauhan and Geedam
Cluster Coordinator Yogesh
Soni provided necessary
materials and conducted
the activities. Sajid Bharti,
Jitendra Yadav, Vinod
Sharma, Triveni Prasad

Mishra taught little champs
with cultural, patriotic,
Chhattisgarhi songs, dance,
drama in certain rhythm.
Mahadev Thakur, Shilpi
Chauhan, Manisha Soni,
Sarita Jain, Prabha Mishra,
Sanjita Chauhan, Abha
Yadav, Raj Kumari Sinha,
Reena Jain, Geeta Awasthi,
Geeta Rani Mriga, Bijli
Soni, Shiv Ram Wek
trained the children on
home appliances decora-
tion, painting, best out of
waste, bouquet, sculpture,
paper craft. During this all
the teachers and 85 children
attended the camp.

Sahu Samaj stake 
claim for berth in RS

Central Chronicle News

Arang, May 21: The
members of different so-
cial organisations have
started lobbying for the
two Rajya Sabha seats
going for polls in the-
month of June. Since the
Sahu Samaj is considered
politically strong in the
state, the members from
Sahu Samaj too have
strongly demanded RS
ticket to one of its repre-
sentatives.

Former President
Raipur div. Yuwa
Prakosth and DCC gener-
al Secy. Pyarelal Sahu has
also raised demand to
PCC Chief Mohan
Markam, CM Bhupesh
Baghel and the party's
High Command for one
seat with due representa-

tion to Sahu Samaj.
In support of their de-

mands, he said that Sahu
Samaj is one of the most
dominating society in
Chhattisgarh and it
counts to 22% of the
state's population.
Majority of the people
from Sahu Samaj are in
favour of Congress ideol-
ogy and have been voting

in favour of Congress for
long.

They claimed that Sahu
Samaj hold major contri-
bution in bringing
Congress to power in the
state in the last VS polls.
At the same time, there
are many candidates
from Samaj gaining victo-
ry in the non-party based
elections as well.

He claimed that there
are so many capable and
qualified  people in the
samaj and despite this
none from the society
have been given berth in
RS so far. So in view of
ratio of samaj in the pop-
ulation and with due re-
spect to their sentiments
have demanded at least
one seat out of the two RS
seats to one from the
Samaj.

CM affectionately asks about health
and well-being of an elderly patient

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 21: In the sec-
ond phase of 'Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan', Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
visited Bastar Division
today. Commencing his
tour from Konta assembly
constituency, Chief
Minister visited communi-
ty health center in Konta,
before attending the
Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme.

He inspected the facili-
ties available at the health
center and inquired the
hospital staff about the

availability of medicines.
Chief Minister had a look
at the stock register and
the prescriptions.
Meanwhile, he met a lone-
ly elderly patient. He sat
beside the patient and
compassionately asked

him about his health and
well-being. But the elderly
patient spoke and under-
stood only the local di-
alect, so Industry Minister
Mr. Kawasi Lakhma
played the bi-lingual inter-
preter for the conversa-

tion.
At first, Chief Minister

asked the elderly man
about his name and he told
that his name is 'Muchaki
Budhra' and he lives in
Darbhaguda. He told that
he is suffering from tuber-
culosis and a few other ail-
ments. He had fever for
last one week and he had
come to the health center
for treatment, told the pa-
tient to Chief Minister.

In response, Chief
Minister expressed con-
cern and asked him to
complete his course of
treatment properly and get
well soon. Everyone at the
health center was mes-
merized to see Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
amid them.

p Training is being
given to the children
on 15 disciplines by
the experts

p Minister Lakhma acted as
the bi-lingual interpreter
in the conversation
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Central Chronicle News

Masturi, May 21:
Mahima Yadav, studying
in the local Swami
Atmanand Government
English Medium School,
has secured the first posi-
tion by scoring 93.8% in
the class 10th board exami-
nation, result of which
was declared by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education.
Similarly, Shreya Gupta
scored 93% and

Harshdeep Singh scored
91.1% marks and in-
creased the esteem of the
institution by securing
second and third position
respectively. This year
most of the students of
class 10th have passed in
first division. In this
board examination result,
the total examination re-
sult of the institution was
85%. Principal K S
Daharia has sent congrat-
ulations wishing the chil-
dren a bright future.

Mahima and Shreya
excel in Class X exam

Mahima Yadav Shreya Gupta

Central Chronicle News

Konta/Sukma, May 21:
Girish Chand Belsaria,
Assistant Director and
District Industries
Manager of Skill
Development Department
posted in Sukma district
has committed suicide.
According to the informa-
tion received Belsaria had
not come to the office on
Friday morning. It is
being told that he had also
talked to some employees
in the morning.

At the same time, when
Belsaria did not turned up
in the office in the morn-
ing, then the matter of sui-
cide came to the fore.
After getting the informa-
tion, the police reached the
spot and took the operator
to the district hospital, but
on investigation it was

found that the operator
had died.

As of now, there is no in-
formation about the rea-
sons behind the suicide.
Police is busy in the inves-
tigation. As to why the op-
erator committed suicide
and what was the reason,
all the questions etc. will
come out once the investi-
gations are completed and
report is found.

District Industries Manager
committed suicide

p Police carrying out
investigation

Youths develop their ‘volleyball’
ground thru hard work

Anwari, May 21: There is
a proverb that one who
dares to work hard, never
loses and if one can per-
formed sheer hard work
and have lot of enthusi-
asm and dedication to
achieve something, then
even the biggest of the
work become simpler.

It is notable here that
following the same enthu-
siasm and dedication, the
youth of Gram Panchayat
Semra prepared a sports
ground on their own.
First they all got united
and dedcided to bring a
change and have their
own volleyball ground.

They cleared up the
heap of garbage and
shrubs, grass and other
wild things on the land
lying vacant near Bazar
Chowk and just trans-

formed it into lovely
'Volleyball' ground in few
days. In this with assis-
tance from the Panchayat
and their own collection
the youth developed this
ground for 'Volleyball'.

This new Volleyball
ground was inaugurated
by the chief guest by per-
forming prayers and cut-
ting the ribbon. The chief

guest was Sarpanch of
the village Bineshwari
Sinha and other guests
were Leela Bai Sinha
(Panch), Godawari Bai
Nirmalkar (Panch) and
special guests on the occa-
sion were Yatish Sinha
President Rajiv Gandhi
Mitan Club.

Addressing the youths,
Yatish Sinha said that

sports not only help in
physical development, but
also leads to mental, so-
cial and intellectual devel-
opment. Therefore it is
the sports which plays im-
portant role in one's per-
sonality development.

He further said that
Rajiv Mitan Yuwa Club
(RMYC) will also extend
the support. On this occa-
sion Thansingh Sahu,
Laxminath Sahu, Ojesh
Sinha, Naveen Sahu,
Jaiprakash Sahu, Ishwar
Sahu, Bhuneshwar Sinha,
Devendra Sinha, Akhilesh
Sahu, Deepak Sahu,
Nitesh Sahu, Kunal Sen,
Rakesh Sen, Pukesh Sen,
Sheshnarayan, Saurabh
Sahu, Devendra, Chandan
Sen, Lilesh Sahu and oth-
ers were present in large
number.

Cleared up waste and wild grass and through personal collection

Amount withdrawn thru
cloned cheques recovered

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, May 21: The
local administration has
got a major success in re-
covering of the entire
amount withdrawn
through cloning cheque
last month due to prompt
action and complete
alertness. This amount
was transferred into
'Nazarat' branch of SBI
in Collector's office on
May 19.

This incident came to
fore on May 13 and tak-
ing cognizance of the
same, the 'Nazart

Branch' of SBI in the
Collector office came to
know about transaction
through cloned cheque
No. 11032262800 and
lodged complaint in this
regard with the thana.

The district adminis-
tration on getting infor-
mation about total of 3
cheques put up for with-
drawal worth Rs 29.27
lakh on April 14, directed
to put it on the hold and
got recovery of the
amount withdrawn into
the Branch's account.

Meanwhile the recov-
ery of the balance

amount is in process and
under the RBI's rules, it
is by claiming the
amount through cheque
presenting bank, the
amount is refunded back
into the Branch's ac-
count.

The local administra-
tion is taking action in
this regard and as a re-
sult of which the
amount was recovered
into SBI's Nazart Branch
here on Wednesday. The
District Police has even
arrested the accused in-
volved in cloning of
cheques.

Within a month's time due to promptness on part of local administration

Children make crafts on Bastar in summer camp GGU awards PhD to three students
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 21: It is no-
tified that as per the deci-
sion taken in the meeting
of the Executive Council
of Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
(Central) Bilaspur held on
27th January 2004, the
Vice-Chancellor, on behalf
of the Executive Council,
on the basis of the report
of the concerned examin-
ers and the oral examina-
tion held on 31 March 2022,
by accepting the disserta-
tion submitted by
Debashish Mitra, declares
him eligible for confer-
ment of the degree of
"Doctor of Philosophy" of
Guru Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur from the date of
oral examination.
1. Name of the Candidate -

Debashish Mitra
2. Name of Director - Dr.

Manish Srivastava
3. Department - English
4. School of Arts
5. Dissertation Title -

Dynamics of Black
Masculinity: A Study of

Select Fiction of E. Lynn
Harris. 

Shilpa Sarkar 
awarded PhD

It is notified that as per
the decision taken in the
meeting of the Executive
Council held on 27th
January 2004, the Vice-
Chancellor, on behalf of
the Executive Council, on
the basis of the report of
the concerned examiners
and the oral examination
held on 25 March 2022, by
accepting the dissertation
submitted by Shilpa
Sarkar, declares her eligi-
ble for conferment of the
degree of "Doctor of

Philosophy" of Guru
Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur from the date of
oral examination.
1. Name of the Candidate -

Shilpa Sarkar
2. Name of Director - Dr.

Manish Srivastava
3. Department - English
4. School of Arts
5. Dissertation Title - The

Rise of the Women's
Assertion in Indian
Society: A Study with
Special Reference to
Select  Novels of  Shashi
Deshpandey.
Balak Das Kurmi

awarded PhD
It is notified that as per

the decision taken in the
meeting of the Executive
Council held on 27th
January 2004, the Vice-
Chancellor, on behalf of
the Executive Council, on
the basis of the report of
the concerned examiners
and the oral examination
held on 13 April 2022, by
accepting the dissertation
submitted by Balak Das
Kurmi, declares him eligi-
ble for conferment of the
degree of "Doctor of
Philosophy" of Guru
Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur from the date of
oral examination.
1. Name of the candidate -

Balak Das Kurmi
2. Name of Director - Dr.

Shivani Rai Paliwal
3. Department - Pharmacy
4. Vidyapeeth - Natural

Resources
5. The title of the dissertation

- Chemotherapeutics
against Breast Carcinoma:
Development and charac-
terization of a multifunc-
tional liposomal system for
targeted delivery of the
agent.

Elmagunda 
medical camp

saves life of child
KKoonnttaa,,  MMaayy  2211:: Due to
Elmagunda Camp, a very sen-
sitive area of Sukma district
many villagers got benefitted.
As a matter of fact, the child of
Elmagunda village fell ill on
Thursday, the family members
were unhappy due to deterio-
rating health, as soon as the
soldiers came to know, the sol-
diers contacted and called an
ambulance and sent the child
to Chintagufa. On the guide-
lines of Sukma SP Sunil
Sharma, the jawans keep help-
ing the public by knowing their
well being.  "Poona Narkom
Campaign" seems to be worth-
while. As much as outsiders
get the villagers to oppose the
camp for their own selfishness,
now people have started to un-
derstand that after the con-
struction of the camp, it has
started changing.  The life of
the tribals is happening in
Poona Narkom i.e. new dawn
of new beginning. BABA RAMDEV MEETS MODI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Baba Ramdev and Acharya Balkrishna in New Delhi. 

RAJIV GANDHI’S DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Congress President Sonia Gandhi with party General Secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra and her grand children Miraya and Raihan after paying tribute to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his death anniversary, at Vir Bhumi in New Delhi, Saturday.
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Fire breaks out 
 New Delhi: A fire

broke out at a factory
in north Delhi’s
Bawana area on
Saturday morning, of-
ficials said. The infor-
mation about the fire
was received at 11.05
am. Seven to eight fire
tenders are working
at the spot to douse
the blaze, the fire offi-
cials said. In another
incident, a fire broke
out at a shop in east
Delhi’s Pandav Nagar
area. The fire depart-
ment received infor-
mation about it at
11.05 am, they said.

3 Nepali killed
 Bahraich (UP):

Three Nepali nation-
als were killed and 11
injured after their
mini-bus collided with
a petrol tanker on the
Lucknow-Bahraich
national highway
here on Saturday
morning, police said.
Naya Bahadur, who
was injured in the ac-
cident, told reporters
that all the people in
the vehicle were
Nepali citizens and
that they had arrived
in Delhi-National
Capital Region seek-
ing employment.
They had left the capi-
tal on Friday and were
slated to reach back
home on Saturday.

Rich tribute
 Thiruvananthapuram:

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on
Saturday paid hom-
age to Lini
Puthussery, a nurse
who lost her life by
contracting the dis-
ease while attending
to affected persons, on
her fourth death an-
niversary, and said
her memories would
serve as inspiration to
the state’s fight
against the pandemic.
The anniversary of
Lini’s demise was also
a renewal of the mem-
ories of the struggle
waged by the people of
Kerala against the
deadly disease, he said
in a Facebook post.

Three minors mowed
 Dumka: Three mi-

nors including a girl
were mowed down by
a train in Jharkhand’s
Dumka district, police
said on Saturday. The
incident took place
near Saharjori village
on Dumka-
Rampurhat railway
track under
Shikaripara police
station area around
5.30 am. Shikaripara
police station in-
charge Arvind Kumar
told PTI that the boys
were residents of
Saharjori village,
while the girl hailed
from Lakhanpur vil-
lage. Their age will be
about 16, he said.
Kumar said, “We are
investigating whether
they committed sui-
cide or the incident
happened while cross-
ing the railway line.
The bodies were sent
for postmortem.”

Cop killed
 Shahjahanpur (UP):

An Uttar Pradesh
Police sub-inspector
was killed and a con-
stable seriously in-
jured after a mini-
truck rammed into
their motorcycle and
they were run over by
a car, officials said on
Saturday. The inci-
dent took place at the
Nagaria turn in
Jalalabad police sta-
tion area, the police
officials said.
Superintendent of
Police (SP) S Anand
said Sub-Inspector
Pawan Singh (48) and
Constable Manoj were
patrolling on a motor-
cycle around 11 pm on
Friday.

Udhagamandalam (TN),
May 21 (PTI): Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin on Saturday laid
foundation stones for 20
projects in Nilgiris district
at a cost of Rs 34.30 crore.

He also inaugurated 28
completed projects worth
Rs 56.20 crore at a function
organised at Government
Arts College here.

Stalin also distributed
welfare measures worth
Rs 28.13 crore to 9,500 bene-
ficiaries.

Earlier, he paid homage
to late prime minister
Rajiv Gandhi on his death
anniversary by garlanding
his statue at the bus stand
here.

The Chief Minister also
unveiled the bust of John

Sullivan, founder of mod-
ern Nilgiris, at a junction
near Government
Botanical Garden here.

Sullivan, who was the
then British Collector of
composite Coimbatore in
1817, contributed for the
development of the dis-
trict and also Ooty,

presently called as
Udhagamandalam.

The bronze bust built at
a cost of Rs 20 lakh was
unveiled to commemorate
the 200th foundation year
of Ooty.

The Chief Minister also
launched a special medical
camp for malnourished
children under the
‘Ensure Nutrition’ scheme
for children below six
years at Doddabetta
Panchayat Muthorai
Children Centre.

The scheme ‘Ensure
Nutrition’ aims to provide
specialised medical care to
children who are malnour-
ished.

The medical camps are
being held in all districts
for a period of one month.

TN CM lays foundation stone
for 20 projects in Nilgiris Srinagar, May 21:

The busy Lal Chowk
city centre on Saturday re-
verberated with slogans
like ‘We want justice’ and
‘Administration haye
haye’ (down with adminis-
tration) as scores of
Kashmiri Pandits took out
a protest march against
the killing of Rahul Bhat,
officials said.

The members of the
community assembled
near Bund in Lal Mandi
area of the city and held a
puja in the Jhelum river
for Bhat, who was shot
dead by terrorists inside
the Tehsil office in
Budgam district’s
Chadoora town on May 12.

Soon after the puja cul-
minated, the protesters
began a march towards
Lal Chowk. After reaching

Lal Chowk, the protesters
held a sit-in near the fa-
mous clock tower.

The protesters demand-
ed justice for Bhat and
raised slogans against the
administration. They also
demanded strict action
against the killers of Bhat

and the authorities in
Budgam. The protesters
also demanded that
Kashmiri Pandits employ-
ees who got jobs under the
prime minister’s package
be relocated. Protests have
been held at several places
in Jammu and Kashmir

over the killing of Bhat as
well as the ‘failure’ of the
administration to provide
security to Kashmiri
Pandit employees.

Bhat had got the job of a
clerk under the special em-
ployment package for mi-
grants in 2010-11.

Kashmiri Pandits protest at Srinagar’s Lal Chowk

Banihal/Jammu, May 21 (PTI):

The operation to rescue
nine labourers feared
trapped under the debris
following the collapse of
an under-construction
tunnel on the Jammu-
Srinagar national high-
way resumed early on
Saturday after a fresh
landslide forced the au-
thorities to suspend the
process last evening, offi-
cials said. Their chances
of survival are, however,
bleak, they said.

A labourer was killed
and three others rescued
when the audit tunnel of
T3 on the highway near
Khooni Nallah In Jammu
and Kashmir’s Ramban
district caved in at the
start of the work around
10.15 pm on Thursday.

The officials identified
the deceased labourer as
Sudhir Roy (31), a native of

West Bengal. “Operation
for 09 missing persons at
Khooni Nallah adit tunnel
site feared trapped inside
debris began at 5.30 am
early morning today
(Saturday) and continues.
NDRF and SDRF part of
the operation,” Deputy
Commissioner, Ramban,
Mussarat Islam said in a
tweet.

On Friday evening, over
15 rescuers, including the
Station House Officer of
Ramsu police station,
Nayeem-Ul-Haq, had a nar-
row escape during the
fresh landslide, prompting
the authorities to suspend
the rescue operation. It
could not be resumed until
this morning due to shoot-
ing of stones from the

hillock, heavy rains and
strong winds, officials
said. With the improve-
ment in the weather condi-
tion, the rescue operation
resumed with the first
light of the day with au-
thorities pressing three
earth movers and rock-
breakers to reach out to
the trapped workers, they
said.

J-K tunnel collapse: Operation 
to rescue missing labourers resumes

Shillong, May 21 (PTI):

Meghalaya Chief
Minister Conrad K
Sangma has ruled out the
possibility of repealing
the Meghalaya Regulation
of Gaming Act, 2021 say-
ing its repeal would cost
the state about Rs 10 crore
revenue loss.

He said the Act is re-
quired to regulate existing
gambling parlours which
have been there for the
past 25 years in the hill
state.

If we repeal (the Act)
then there will be nothing
to regulate and we will
only be losing close to Rs 8
crore to Rs 10 crore of rev-
enue, the Chief Minister
told reporters on Friday
night.

His statement came in
the wake of the growing
demands from certain
Church bodies and organi-

sations for repealing the
Meghalaya Regulation of
Gaming Act, 2021.

The chief minister, how-
ever, assured that the state
government has no inten-
tion to come up with casi-
nos anywhere in or
around major towns and
cities of the state.

We are very clear on
that. If there is a way
which we can get revenue
and at the same time en-
sure we don’t allow it to be
part of Shillong and other

major towns so that our
youth are not impacted
and ensure our youth
don’t play and none of the
citizens of Meghalaya is
allowed to play, we are ex-
amining all those aspects,
he said.

He further said that the
government is open to dia-
logue and to find ways to
address all concerns relat-
ed to the issue as gambling
has been there in
Meghalaya and it is ac-
ceptable by society.

Let me be frank, we do
need revenue. As we are a
revenue deficit state, we
depend largely on income
and taxes that come from
central government. In
that case we will have a
huge problem in the com-
ing days and years as so
many other activities are
coming up and funds are
required to run all of this,
the chief minister said.

Meghalaya CM rules out 
possibility of repealing Gaming Act

Guwahati, May 21 (PTI):

Assam coordinator of
National Register of
Citizens (NRC) Hitesh
Dev Sarma has lodged a
complaint with the CID
against his predecessor,
Prateek Hajela, and oth-
ers accusing them of
committing anti-national
and criminal activities
while updating the regis-
ter.

The Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) is, however, yet to
register an FIR against
those being accused who
included several officers
and data entry operators
associated with the
process, a senior police of-
ficial said on Friday.

The NRC, an official
record of bonafide Indian
citizens living in Assam,
was updated under the

supervision of the
Supreme Court and re-
leased on August 31, 2019,
leaving out more than 19
lakh applicants. However,
it has not been notified by
the Registrar General of
India.

Hajela, a 1995 batch IAS
officer of the Assam-
Meghalaya cadre, had
been appointed by the
apex court as the NRC
state coordinator in 2013.
He was released from the
charge on November 12,
2019, and the court or-
dered his transfer from
Assam to his home state
Madhya Pradesh.

We have received a peti-
tion from the NRC office.
Due procedure has to be
maintained before the
CID registers any case.
We are pursuing the peti-
tion, the official told PTI
on condition of anonymi-

ty. In his complaint, a
copy of which is avail-
able with PTI, Sarma has
alleged anomalies in
Family Tree Verification
and other document veri-
fication processes during
updating of the NRC.

Family Trees were
drawn to establish legacy
data accurately during
the updating process of
the citizenship docu-
ment.

Sarma has alleged that
no order for quality
check during the Family
Tree Matching phase was
issued by Hajela.

The software used in
the process also had no
scope for quality checks,
thus giving the verifying
officers of doubtful in-
tegrity a free hand to up-
load wrong results to ful-
fil their vested interests ,
the complaint stated.

NRC head files complaint against
predecessor for data anomalies

New Delhi, May 21:

The Congress has left its
leadership issue unre-
solved at its Chintan
Shivir held recently and
the party’s present condi-
tion is miserable, which is
not good for the country’s
democracy, the Shiv Sena
said on Saturday. In an edi-
torial in party mouthpiece
Saamana, the party said
that while on the one hand
the Bharatiya Janata
Party has already started
preparing for the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, the
Congress is in dire straits.

‘Rahul Gandhi has left
several issues unresolved
at the party’s Udaipur con-
clave. Which is why sever-
al leaders in different
states are deserting the
party. Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh units of the
Congress don’t have state
presidents,’ the Uddhav
Thackeray-led party,
which currently shares

power with the Nationalist
Congress Party and the
Congress in Maharashtra,
said. The decision of lead-
ers, including Sunil
Jakhar, Hardik Patel,
Jyotiraditya Scindia and
Jitin Prasada, to leave the
Congress shows the fail-
ure of the party leader-
ship, it added. The
Congress should stand by
its leaders with mass base
in states that are going to
polls in the near future,
the Sena suggested.

However, the Congress,
an ally of the Sena in the
Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government, took a
dim view of the editorial.

“Congress is a thought
and several people have
come and gone. Instead of
focusing on who leaves or
joins Congress, people
should worry about the
burning issues that the
country is facing,” the
party’s state unit presi-
dent Nana Patole said.

Cong miserable as leadership
issue unresolved: Shiv Sena

Kedarnath, May 21:

A first information re-
port (FIR) has been filed
against an unknown per-
son in connection with a
man taking a dog inside
the temple premises and
offering prayers by mak-
ing the dog touch the idol
of Lord Nandi.

R u d r a p r a y a g
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Ayush Aggarwal told
ANI that the police inves-
tigation is on into the
matter.

“On the complaint of
the Shri Badrinath-
Kedarnath Temple
Committee, the police are
trying to trace the person
who was roaming around
the temple premises with
a dog and who also
touched the idol of Lord
Nandi with the dog,” said
Aggarwal.

He said that after iden-
tification of the person,
further action will be

taken. Shri Badrinath-
Kedarnath Temple
Committee president
Ajendra Ajay took cog-
nizance of a video run-
ning on social media.

In the video, a man is
seen walking with a dog
in the outer premises of
the temple and is wor-
shipping the idol of Lord
Nandi outside the temple
by grabbing the front
paws of the dog and mak-
ing it touch the statue of
‘Nandi’.

According to the temple
committee Media Cell,
“In relation to this video
hurting religious senti-
ments, temple committee
president Ajendra had is-
sued instructions/orders
to the chief executive offi-
cer of the temple commit-
tee that such unwanted
activities should be
stopped and legal action
should be taken against
those who commit such
acts.”

Man booked for taking pet
dog inside Kedarnath shrine



Colombo, May 21 (PTI): India on
Saturday provided another
40,000 metric tonnes of diesel to
Sri Lanka under the credit line
facility to the island nation
which is grappling with its worst
economic crisis. Last month,
India extended an additional
USD 500 million credit line to
help Sri Lanka import fuel as the
country has been struggling to
pay for imports after its foreign
exchange reserves plummeted
sharply in recent times, causing
a devaluation of its currency and
spiralling inflation. Pumping
diesel into #SriLanka!!! Another
40,000 MT consignment of
diesel under the credit line from
#India reached #Colombo
today, India’s High Commission
said on Twitter. On Friday, the
mission here said that an Indian
ship laden with urgent relief
supplies like rice, medicines and
milk powder for the people of
crisis-hit Sri Lanka is scheduled
to reach Colombo on Sunday.
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MURALEEDHARAN MEETS SHIRIN

Union Minister of State for External Affairs V Muraleedharan meets Shirin
Amonzoda, Minister of Labor, Immigration and Employment of Tajikistan. 

Ukrain crisis

A crew of self-propelled artillery vehicles Gvozdika (Carnation) of Donetsk Peoples
Republic militia prepare to fire towards Ukrainian army position, near the town of
Yasynuvataya, outside Donetsk, in territory under the government of the Donetsk
Peoples Republic, eastern Ukraine.

BRIEF
Tornado strikes

Berlin: A tornado
hit the western
German town of
Lippstadt causing
heavy damage, offi-
cials said, as large
parts of the country
remained on storm
alert Friday. The re-
gional fire service
said all available
rescuers were being
deployed to
Lippstadt. Videos
posted on social
media showed large
amounts of debris
flying through the
air, but there were
no immediate re-
ports of injuries.
The entire town
area (...) suffered
heavy damage, the
fire service said.
Meteorologists had
warned that heavy
rainfall and hail
were expected in
parts of the west
and center of the
country Friday, with
storms producing
wind speeds of up to
130 kph (81 mph).

Twister kills 1
Gaylord (US): A rare
northern Michigan
tornado tore
through a small
community on
Friday, killing at
least one person and
injuring more than
40 others as it
flipped vehicles,
tore roofs from
buildings and
downed trees and
power lines. The
twister hit Gaylord,
a city of about 4,200
people roughly 370
kilometers north-
west of Detroit, at
around 3.45 pm
(local time). Mike
Klepadlo, who owns
the car repair shop
Alter-Start North,
said he and his
workers took cover
in a bathroom.

Teen shot 
Jerusalem: Israeli
troops shot and
killed a Palestinian
teenage boy as
clashes erupted
when they entered a
volatile town in the
occupied West Bank
early Saturday, the
Palestinian Health
Ministry and local
media said. There
was no immediate
comment from the
Israeli military,
which has intensi-
fied overnight raids
in the northern
West Bank town of
Jenin over the past
months. The Health
Ministry identified
the dead as Amjad
al-Fayyed, 17. It
said another 18-
year-old Palestinian
was in critical con-
dition after being
wounded by Israeli
gunfire.

Islamabad, May21:

Having come to power
after an intense political
drama which saw the first
no-confidence motion
being successfully carried
out in the country, the
Shehbaz Sharif led coali-
tion government seems to
have developed serious dif-
ferences with Pakistan’s
all-powerful military estab-
lishment. If the statements
of several leaders of the
coalition government, as
well as the political experts,
are to go by it is evident
that the main point of con-
tention is the duration of
the incumbent govern-
ment’s tenure, Express
Tribune reported. The
stalemate between the gov-
ernment and military es-
tablishment is not only be-
coming visible with every
passing day but causing de-
lays in the decision-making
process of the government

and, thus, affecting the
economy and the country
itself, the report said. The
uncertainty coupled with
former premier Imran
Khan’s planned rally and
sit-in in the capital has also
pushed Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to repeat-
edly postpone his address
to the nation where he is ex-
pected to present his eco-
nomic plan. Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Vice President
Maryam Nawaz, while
speaking in Sargodha
asked the rally participants
should PML-N take the
blame for PTI’s bad per-
formance and should PML-
N stay in government or
leave it. ‘It would be better
to say goodbye than take
the blame for the poor per-
formance of the previous
government,’ she said.
Another hint about the
stalemate between
Islamabad and Rawalpindi

emerged when Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
Khursheed Shah clearly
said that the coalition gov-
ernment was ready for the
elections and they would be
happy if the government
was ended. ‘We would
thank you for freeing us in
just one month,’ he report-
edly said.

The fear of the establish-
ment ‘forcefully’ ending the
government pushed the
coalition partners in the
Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment to the extent that they
even floated the suggestion
to summon a meeting of
the National Security
Committee (NSC) to dis-
cuss the issue in detail and
reach a decision. The coali-
tion partners maintained
that the current situation
was not suitable for stabil-
ising the economy and
things would further dete-
riorate if the caretaker gov-
ernment was tasked with

making tough decisions,
the report said. Since its in-
ception, the report said cit-
ing political experts, the
new Pakistani government
has been mulling about de-
ciding the tenure of the
government and the time-
frame for the next elections
but could not reach any de-
cision as they do not have
assurance from the mili-
tary establishment that
they would be able to com-
plete a full term.

Apparently, the govern-
ment is stuck between a
rock and a hard place as the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has already
said that it cannot hold
elections in the next few
months and the military es-
tablishment wants the
coalition government to go
ahead with the fiscal meas-
ures without giving any as-
surance with regards to the
duration of their govern-
ment, the report said

Cracks emerge between Pak govt, military

Leeds (US), May 21 (AP):

The ripple effects of
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine have been devas-
tating for families of all
kinds including those who
have seen their prospec-
tive adoptions put on hold.

Ukraine was once one of
the U.S.’s most frequent
partners on international
adoptions, but the war
changed all that: The em-
battled country has halted
all international adop-
tions as the country copes
with the turmoil un-
leashed on its courts and
social services. Many chil-
dren, including orphans,
have also fled or been dis-
placed.

When the war started,
there were more than 300
Ukrainian children previ-
ously hosted by American
families that were seeking
to formally adopt them,
said Ryan Hanlon, chief
executive officer and presi-
dent of the National

Council For Adoption.
Representatives for adop-
tion agencies said that
means at least 200 families
were at some point of the
adoption process, which
takes between two to three
years in ideal circum-
stances.

But, the National
Council For Adoption
made clear in a statement,
this is not the appropriate
time or context to be con-
sidering adoption by U.S.
citizens.

That is because adop-
tions can only proceed
with children who are
clearly orphaned or for
whom parental rights
have been terminated, the
group said, and establish-
ing identities and family
statuses is impossible for
many Ukrainian children
right now.

Jessica Pflumm, a stay-
at-home mom who runs a
smoothie business and has
two daughters in the sub-
urbs of Kansas City, is one

prospective adoptive par-
ent. She hopes to adopt
Maks, a younger teen
Pflumm was reluctant to
reveal his exact age be-
cause of safety concerns
whom they hosted for four
weeks in December and
January.

Maks is now back in
Ukraine, where his or-
phanage’s director has
moved him to relatively
safety in the country’s
west.

Every day is hard. We
pray a lot and we try to
think of what he is experi-
encing versus what we’re
experiencing, Pflumm
said. For us, it’s hard, but
nothing compared to what
he’s experiencing.

War, natural disasters
and other destabilising
events have a long history
of upending intercountry
adoptions.

And Ukraine is a big
piece of the international
adoption puzzle, Hanlon
said.

Adoptions another facet 
of life halted by war in Ukraine

Seoul, May 21 (AP):

President Joe Biden is
devoting his Saturday to
cementing ties with South
Korea and its new leader
Yoon Suk Yeol as the two
sides consult on how best
to check the nuclear threat
from North Korea at a
time when there’s little
hope of real diplomacy on
the matter. The division of
the Korean peninsula after
World War II has led to two
radically different nations.
In South Korea, Biden is
touring factories for com-
puter chips and next-gen-
eration autos in a democ-
racy and engaging in talks
for greater cooperation.
But in the North, there is a
deadly coronavirus out-

break in a largely unvacci-
nated autocracy that can
best command the world’s
attention by flexing its nu-
clear capabilities.
Speaking to reporters
aboard Air Force One as
Biden made his way to
South Korea, White House

national security adviser
Jake Sullivan said the U.S.
has coordinated with
Seoul and Tokyo on how
they’ll respond should the
North conduct a nuclear
test or missile strike while
Biden is in the region or
soon after.

Biden, South Korean leader to
consult on how to check NKorea

U.S. President Joe Biden, second left, attends a state
dinner hosted by South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol,
left, at the National Museum of Korea, Saturday.

India supplies another 40,000 metric
tonnes of diesel to crisis-hit Sri Lanka

Russia claims to 
have taken full control

of Mariupol
PPookkrroovvsskk  ((UUkkrraaiinnee)),,  MMaayy  2211  ((AAPP))::
Russia claimed to have captured
Mariupol on Friday in what
would be its biggest victory yet
in its war with Ukraine, after a
nearly three-month siege that
reduced much of the strategic
port city to a smoking ruin, with
over 20,000 civilians feared
dead. Russian Defence Minister
Sergei Shoigu reported to
President Vladimir Putin the
“complete liberation” of the
Azovstal steel plant in Mariupol
the last stronghold of Ukrainian
resistance and the city as a
whole, spokesman Igor
Konashenkov said. There was no
immediate confirmation from
Ukraine. Russia’s state news
agency RIA Novosti quoted the
ministry as saying a total of
2,439 Ukrainian fighters who had
been holed up at the steelworks
had surrendered since Monday,
including over 500 on Friday.

M any parents feel guilty
when their children

play video games for hours on
end. Some even worry it could
make their children less
clever. And, indeed, that's a
topic scientists have clashed
over for years. In our new
study, we investigated how
video games affect the minds
of children, interviewing and
testing more than 5,000 chil-
dren aged ten to 12. And the re-
sults, published in Scientific
Reports, will be surprising to
some.

Children were asked how
many hours a day they spent
on social media, watching
videos or TV, and playing
video games. The answer was:
a lot of hours. On average,
children spent two and a half
hours a day watching online
videos or TV programmes,
half an hour socialising on-
line, and one hour playing
video games.

In total, that's four hours a
day for the average child and
six hours for the top 25 per
cent a large portion of a child's
free time. And other reports
found that this has increased
dramatically over the decades.
Screens were around in previ-
ous generations, but now they
truly define childhood.

Is that a bad thing? Well, it's

complicated. There could be
both benefits and drawbacks
for the developing minds of
children. And these might de-
pend on the outcome you are
looking at. For our study, we
were specifically interested in
the effect of screen time on in-
telligence the ability to learn
effectively, think rationally,
understand complex ideas,
and adapt to new situations.

Intelligence is an important
trait in our lives and highly
predictive of a child's future
income, happiness and
longevity. In research, it's
often measured as perform-
ance on a wide range of cogni-
tive tests. For our study, we
created an intelligence index
from five tasks: two on reading
comprehension and vocabu-
lary, one on attention and exec-
utive function (which includes
working memory, flexible
thinking and self-control), one
assessing visual-spatial pro-
cessing (such as rotating ob-
jects in your mind), and one on
learning ability over multiple
trials.

This is not the first time
someone has studied the effect
of screens on intelligence, but
research, so far, has produced
mixed results. So, what's spe-
cial this time? The novelty of
our study is that we took genes
and socioeconomic back-
grounds into account. Only a
few studies so far have consid-
ered socioeconomic status
(household income, parental
education and neighbourhood
quality), and no study had ac-
counted for genetic effects.

Genes matter because intel-
ligence is highly heritable. If
unaccounted for, these factors
could mask the true effect of
screen time on children's intel-
ligence. For example, children

born with certain genes might
be more prone to watch TV
and, independently, have
learning issues. The lottery of
genetics is a major confounder
in any psychological process,
but until recently this has
been hard to account for in sci-
entific studies due to the
heavy costs of genome analy-
sis and technological limita-
tions. The data we used for our
study is part of a massive data
collection effort in the US to
better understand childhood
development: the Adolescent
Brain and Cognitive
Development project. Our
sample was representative of
the US in terms of sex, race,
ethnicity and socioeconomic
status.

The results

We found that when we first
asked the child at age ten how
much they played, both watch-
ing videos and socialising on-
line were linked to below-aver-
age intelligence. Meanwhile,
gaming wasn't linked with in-
telligence at all. These results
of screen time are mostly in
line with previous research.
But when we followed up at a
later date, we found that gam-
ing had a positive and mean-
ingful effect on intelligence.

While children who played
more video games at ten years
were on average no more intel-
ligent than children who did-
n't game, they showed the
most gains in intelligence
after two years, in both boys
and girls. For example, a child
who was in the top 17 per cent
in terms of hours spent gam-
ing increased their IQ about
2.5 points more than the aver-
age child over two years.

This is evidence of a benefi-
cial, causal effect of video
games on intelligence. This re-

sult fits with previous, smaller
studies, where participants
are randomly assigned to
video-game playing or a con-
trol group. Our finding is also
in line with parallel lines of
studies suggesting that cogni-
tive abilities aren't fixed, but
can be trained including stud-
ies with cognitive training in-
tervention apps.

What about the other two
types of screen activities?
Social media did not effect the
change in intelligence after
two years. The many hours of
instagramming and messag-
ing did not boost children's in-
telligence, but it was not detri-
mental either. Finally, watch-
ing TV and online videos
showed a positive effect in one
of the analyses, but no effect
when parental education was
taken into account (as opposed
to the broader factor of socioe-
conomic status). So this find-
ing should be taken with a
grain of salt. There is some
empirical support that high-
quality TV/video content,
such as the programme
Sesame Street, has a positive
effect on children's school per-
formance and cognitive abili-
ties. But those results are rare.

When thinking about the
implications of these findings,
it is important to keep in mind
that there are many other psy-
chological aspects that we did-
n't look at, such as mental
health, sleep quality and phys-
ical exercise. Our results
should not be taken as a blan-
ket recommendation for all
parents to allow limitless gam-
ing. But for those parents
bothered by their children
playing video games, you can
now feel better knowing that
it's probably making them a
tad smarter.
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SC sentencing Sidhu 
After 34 years the Supreme Court

(SC) sentenced former Punjab
Congress chief Navjot Singh Sidhu
to a one-year jail term with a fine of
a meagre Rs 1,000 in a road rage
case, in which one person named
Gurnam Singh (65) had died on
December 27, 1988. I do not under-
stand the judiciary. Even so to me,
this case is the instance of one of the
finest examples of judicial activism.
Eleven years after the incident in
September 1999, a trial court had
acquitted Sidhu of all charges. Nine
years later reversing the verdict, the
Punjab and Haryana High Court, in
December 2008, held Sidhu and his
aide Rupinder Singh Sandhu guilty
of homicide not amounting to mur-
der and convicted them to three
years in jail. Decades later In May
2018, the SC had set aside the order
and SC had held Sidhu guilty of vol-
untarily causing hurt to a senior citi-
zen and fined him Rs 1,000, but
spared him the jail term. Finally, just
four years later in May 2022, the SC
realized and held that Sidhu must
have been aware of the force of his
hand, considering how he is a tall
and well-built international crick-
eter, and "The blow was not inflict-
ed on a person identically physically
placed but a 65-year-old person,
more than double his age." Due to
Sidhu's bad temper, a family had
lost its bread earner, but he roamed
freely for 34 years outside jail laugh-
ing at TV shows, participating in
elections and becoming grand old
party Congress' Punjab president,
helping to wipe out Congress from
Punjab. It's the right time for
Congress to sack him from the
party. People wonder that Sidhu
was convicted after 34 years of tire-
less effort and struggle by the vic-
tim's family, who have lost lakhs of
rupees and mental agony, that too
against one year jail (though the vic-
tim's family has thanked almighty
for this verdict). But who knows
whether Sidhu's Guru, ab jail ki
chakki shuru will start or not? But
the way he misused all his power in
manipulating our weak judicial sys-
tem, one is afraid that once again
Sidhu should not create ruckus and
confusion in the system, without
going to jail. 
BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

A healthy upsurge 
1983 was a milestone year of the

nation's sporting history after the
1940 Men's Hockey Olympic Gold
medal in Berlin. Kapil Dev's 'Devils'
won the then Prudential Trophy at
Lord's ground defeating the mighty
West Indies in the final. Since then,
there was a lull except for a few oc-
casional triumphs. But very notice-
ably to our utter delight, we have
watched a very steady upsurge in
the nation's performances in sports
at the international level, be it indi-
vidual or team events. In team
events, we have become a world-
beaters in Cricket, Hockey,
Badminton and in individual events
like Boxing, Archery, Badminton,
Wrestling, Javelin throws etc. In the
2020 Tokyo Olympics, our athletes
performed superbly winning gold,
silver, and bronze medals for our na-
tion making us proud. It should be a
booster for our youths to take up
sports professionally and seriously
instead of going after some white-
collar jobs. Also Read - Flood and
landslide disasters of Assam The
present government's initiatives to
promote sports at the grassroots
level have started yielding dividends.
PM Modi's interactions with the
champions are no doubt a booster
for our athletes and a treat to watch
except for our compulsive opposi-
tions have so far not acknowledged
shamelessly. A healthy upsurge in-
deed! Keep it up. 

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAkksshhaayy  KKuummaarr
@@aakksshhaayykkuummaarr

#Yoddha is about prestige

and honour. Watch

#UndhanPadaiAnbae song

teaser in Tamil now and

experience the full song

ONLY ON THE BIG SCREEN! 

AAmmiitt  MMaallvviiyyaa@@aammiittmmaallvviiyyaa

If you thought the post poll violence in
West Bengal didn’t have communal over-
tones, here is irrefutable evidence. There
is massive demographic shift being engi-
neered by the ruling TMC, in the guise of
horrible political violence. It would have
devastating consequence for Bengal.

AAkkaasshh  SShhaarrmmaa@@AAkkaasshhSShhaarrmmaaIINNCC

The amount of Rs 1,700 crore

to be released to farmers

today, is the first instalment

under the scheme for kharif

season 2021-22.

NNiikkhhaatt  ZZaarreeeenn

@@nniikkhhaatt__zzaarreeeenn

Thank you for your kind
words and constant sup-
port @KirenRijiju sir.
Will continue to work
hard and make India
proud. Jai Hind

CCoonnrraadd  SSaannggmmaa@@SSaannggmmaaCCoonnrraadd

It is my honour to welcome Hon’ble Union Education Minister, Sh. @dpradhanbjp Ji to #Meghalaya.
Today, we are attending the XXVII Convocation of NEHU, Shillong.

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

How can Andhbhakts and

Gandhbhakts lie so blatantly

about Parliament proceeding?

Is it that PMO moron’s ham

handed blundering?

T he Russia-Ukraine conflict has cast a shadow overIndia's cut and
polished diamonds industry, ofwhich  Surat  in  Gujarat  is  the

largest  clustercomprising over 90 per cent of the business. Due todelayed
diamond imports, the booming industry issuffering a hit of at least 30-40
per cent to itsproduction capacity as Russia is nowhere amongthe top ex-
port destinations for cut and polisheddiamonds from India. Alrosa, a
Russian state-owned enterprise and the world’s largest diamondmining
company, is one of  the major suppliers ofrough diamonds. But, Gujarat's di-
amond industryis  facing  the  threat  of  major  production  cutsfollowing
American buyers' decision to ban importof  polished  diamonds  carved  out
from  roughdiamonds originally sourced from Russia. The US-based mer-
chants dealing in diamond trade are alsoasking for assurance from the
Indian exportersthat the polished diamonds being supplied to themhave
not been processed from rough diamondsexcavated   in   Russian   mines.
Russian   rawdiamonds, usually small, make up 40% of diamondtrade vol-
ume and about 30% in value. This formspart of the $18-billion diamond
trade between Indiaand Russia which now has taken a hit - a directfallout of
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war - as aresult of which India's diamond pol-
ishing hub inSurat, Gujarat has lost work. The ongoing conflicthas  impact-
ed  the  supply  of   raw  diamonds  toGujarat's diamond polishing industry
with somelarge entities curtailing work to just 3-4 days andsmaller  ones
shutting  shop.  Around  250,000workers employed at Surat's diamond pol-
ishingand cutting units have been asked to go on leave tillMay-end as sup-
ply of rough stones from the biggestdiamond miner, Alrosa, which is par-
tially owned bythe Russian government have been frozen amid theRussia-
Ukraine conflict. The US Treasury hadslapped sanctions on Alrosa on April
8, potentiallycutting off about 30% of the world's supply ofrough diamonds.
The sanctions barred India'sdiamond   exporters   from   importing   rough-
diamonds from Alrosa. It's a catch-22 situation forIndian exporters as they
cannot take any risk sincethe US is the major buyer of Indian cut and pol-
ished diamonds. India's  diamond  industry  is  100%  import-dependent
and any shortage of roughs has a severeimpact on manufacturing activity
and employmentin the sector. The roughs supplied before the US-sanctions
were imposed are fast running out. Smalland medium-sized stones worth
close to $5 billioncome from Russia. They are mostly used in weddingjew-
ellery or assembled around a centerpiece or asolitaire. With the supply of
raw materials affecteddeeply, most of  the large factories in Surat have cut-
down on timings. The shortage of  raw diamondscomes at a time when the
industry was geared forthe Las Vegas diamond show. The wedding sea-
sonin the United States is about to begin, and Indiaaccounts for nearly half
of the polished diamonds used there. Unfortunately, the current crisis
comes after theindustry recovered from the Covid-19 pandemic-induced
slowdown and gems and jewellery exportsrebounded in 2021-22 to touch
$39.15 billion, up nearly 55% year-on-year.

Ukraine war hits India’s
diamond polishing hub

R apid urbanization is inviting threats in many ways. Biodiversity is in
threat due to our own interest. When we were young, we could easi-

ly see bee hives even in towns, but the same thing is rare now. We know
the importance of pollinators, but the challenge is that bees and other pol-
linators, such as butterflies, bats and hummingbirds, are increasingly
under threat from human activities. Pollination is, however, a fundamental
process for the survival of our ecosystems. Nearly 90 per cent of the
world's wild flowering plant species depend entirely, or at least in part, on
animal pollination, along with more than 75 per cent of the world's food
crops and 35 per cent of global agricultural land. Not only do pollinators
contribute directly to food security, but they are keys to conserving biodi-
versity. We should be aware that to raise awareness regarding the impor-
tance of pollinators, the threats they face and their contribution to sustain-
able development, the United Nations designated 20th May as World Bee
Day. 20th May coincides with the birthday of Anton Janša, who in the 18th
century pioneered modern beekeeping techniques in his native Slovenia
and praised the bees for their ability to work so hard, while needing so lit-
tle attention. Beekeeping is a widespread and global activity, with millions
of beekeepers depending on bees for their livelihoods and well-being.
Together with wild pollinators, bees play a major role in maintaining biodi-
versity, ensuring the survival and reproduction of many plants, supporting
forest regeneration, promoting sustainability and adaptation to climate
change, and improving the quantity and quality of agricultural produc-
tions. It is time to act as we should learn that bees are under threat and
present species extinction rates are 100 to 1,000 times higher than normal
due to human impacts. Close to 35 per cent of invertebrate pollinators,
particularly bees and butterflies, and about 17 per cent of vertebrate polli-
nators, such as bats, face extinction globally. Change of land use and the
farming practices are bringing more threats to bees. Threats are also due
to mono-cropping and use of chemicals and pesticides and due to climate
change. Recognizing the dimensions of the pollination crisis and its links to
biodiversity and human livelihoods, the Convention on Biological Diversity
has made the conservation and sustainable use of pollinators a priority.
Along with coordinating the International Pollinator Initiative (IPI), the
Food and Agriculture Organization also provides technical assistance to
countries on issues ranging from queen breeding to artificial insemination
to sustainable solutions for honey production and export marketing. Bees
pollinate a third of what we eat and play an essential role in preserving the
planet's ecosystems. About 84 per cent of crops for human consumption
depend on pollinators. Pollination by bees, for example, not only makes it
possible to obtain more fruit, berries or seeds, but also to improve the
quality of products. China is the world's largest apple producer followed by
the United States of America, Turkey, Italy and France. Raw or in an apple
pie, without bees the cross-pollination needed to produce apples may not
happen on a scale large enough to satiate today's demand. Like apples,
there are other fruits or vegetables such as blueberries, almonds, cucum-
bers, strawberries, pumpkins, onions, etc. The diversity of pollinators has a
direct and positive impact on crop yields. Bees and other pollinating in-
sects are, in fact, improving the food production of 2 billion small farmers
worldwide, helping to ensure food security for the world's population.
Honey hunting of wild bee colonies also remains an important part of the
livelihoods of forest-dependent peoples in many developing countries.
Since time immemorial beekeeping was practiced traditionally in India.
Khadi & Village Industries Commission, with the inspiration of Rastrapita
Mahatma Gandhi, took the task of development of the beekeeping indus-
try with a view to uplift the financial status of people living in extremely in-
terior rural areas by introducing and popularizing modern beekeeping. We
know the importance of honey, so it is time to take action if we want to get
fresh honey and also enhance the pollination through bees. Individually, all
of us can make a difference like planting a diverse set of native plants,
which flower at different times of the year; buy raw honey from local farm-
ers; buy products from sustainable agricultural practices; avoiding pesti-
cides, fungicides or herbicides in our gardens; protecting wild bee colonies
when possible, etc. Governments and other agencies can also contribute in
many ways by encouraging participation of local communities in decision-
making, in particular that of indigenous people, who know and respect
ecosystems and biodiversity enforcing strategic measures. There can be
more incentives including monetary incentives to help change and en-
hance self-employment, etc.

Save bees and save 
life on the earth
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Kashmiri Pandits block the Jammu-Akhnoor National Highway during a protest over the killing of Rahul Bhat, in Jammu,
Saturday. Bhat, a government employee, was killed by militants inside his office in Budgam district.

TORKEL KLINGBERG

Video games: Study suggests they 
boost intelligence in children

YYuuvvrraajj  SSiinngghh@@YYUUVVSSTTRROONNGG1122

Wishing a very Happy Birthday to

the evergreen superstar

@Mohanlal Hope you have a

blessed and healthy year ahead

sir. Best wishes always.

KASHMIRI PANDITS PROTECT
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Annual meet 

Bengaluru:
Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai would partic-
ipate in the World
Economic Forum an-
nual meeting-2022 on
May 23 and 24 at
Davos, Switzerland,
where he would speak
to business tycoons
from across the globe
to invest in
Karnataka, official
sources said.
According to the tour
programme shared by
the Chief Minister's
office, Bommai would
fly to Davos on Sunday
at 10.35 AM and after a
brief transit stay in
Dubai he would reach
Zurich International
Airport the same
night. He would then
travel by road to reach
Davos by midnight.

Luxury brand 
New Delhi: Men's lux-
ury brand portfolio wit-
nessed a 46 per cent
growth in 2021 com-
pared to the pre-pan-
demic year of 2019,
while for women, it was
only 14 per cent,a re-
port released on Friday
said. According to the
2022 edition of Atlas of
Affluence (AOA), a
white paper on luxury
brand from Reliance
Brand Ltd (RBL), 57 per
cent of men claimed
that their fashion
spending has in-
creased. "Sixty-five per
cent of non-metro resi-
dents buy luxury on a
regular basis versus 53
per cent in metros" and
52 per cent of respon-
dents keep celebrity en-
dorsements and influ-
encers in the top two
ranks for key drivers
behind brand affinity,
said AOA 2022 created
by The Voice of
Fashion (TVOF) -- a di-
vision of RBL, a daily
digital magazine that
tracks and leads con-
versations on Indian
fashion, design, crafts
and retail.

Quality tea

Kolkata: Union
Minister Anupriya
Patel on Saturday ex-
horted the planters
about the need to
make India a global
supplier of quality tea
with assistance from
the Tea Board.
Speaking at an event
jointly organised by
the Tea Board and
Indian Tea
Association (ITA) to
mark the occasion of
the third
International Tea Day,
Patel said the Tea
Board has taken an
initiative to embark
upon a special tea
plucking and planta-
tion exercise by dint of
which it will help the
gardens' workers to
improve the quality of
green leaves plucked
from the bushes. The
Union Minister of
State for Commerce
and Industry said
these fine quality teas
will be sold through a
special auction this
month and expected to
fetch remunerative
prices. "There is a
need to make India a
leading supplier of
quality tea in the glob-
al market", she said.

PRICE HIKE OF LPG CYLINDER

CPI activists stage a demonstration against price hike of LPG cylinder, in Bhubaneswar on Saturday.

New Delhi, May 21: 

The government  said it
has lifted the "export pro-
hibition" on bamboo char-
coal, a move that would fa-
cilitate optimum utilisa-
tion of raw bamboo and
higher profitability for the
domestic bamboo indus-
try.

"All the bamboo char-
coal made from bamboo
obtained from legal
sources are permitted for
export subject to proper
documentation/certificate
of origin proving that the
bamboo used for making
charcoal has been ob-
tained from legal sources,"
read the notification is-
sued by the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT). Khadi and Village
Industries Commission
(KVIC), which comes
under the administrative
control of the Ministry of
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, was persist-

ently requesting the
Centre to lift the export re-
striction on bamboo char-
coal.

KVIC chairman Vinai
Kumar Saxena had written
to the Minister of
Commerce and Industries
Piyush Goyal, seeking to
lift the export restriction
on bamboo charcoal for
the larger benefit of the
bamboo industry. "Bamboo
charcoal has a huge de-
mand in the international
market and lifting of ex-
port prohibition by the
government will enable
the Indian bamboo indus-
try to tap this opportunity
and exploit the huge global
demand. This will also en-
sure optimum utilisation
of bamboo waste and thus
contribute to the prime
minister's vision of waste
to wealth," Saxena said
after the decision.

The domestic bamboo
industry, at present, is
grappling with extremely

high input cost owing to in-
adequate utilisation of
bamboo.

In India, bamboo is
mostly used in manufac-
turing of incense, wherein
a maximum of 16 per cent
is used for making bamboo
sticks while the remaining
84 per cent of bamboo goes
waste. As a result, the
input cost for round bam-
boo sticks is in the range of
Rs 25,000 to Rs 40,000 per
MT as against the average
bamboo cost of Rs 4,000 to
Rs 5,000 per MT. However,
export of bamboo charcoal
would ensure complete
utilisation of the bamboo
waste and thus make the
business more profitable.
Bamboo charcoal for bar-
beque, soil nutrition and
as a raw material for man-
ufacturing activated char-
coal has great potential in
international markets like
the USA, Japan, Korea,
Belgium, Germany, Italy,
France and the UK.

Govt lifts export curb
on bamboo charcoal

Mumbai, May 21:  

Mahindra & Mahindra
(M&M) Ltd said that its
new sports utility vehicle
codenamed Z101 will be
known as 'Scorpio-N' and
will be launched on June
27. The current Scorpio
which has evolved over
the last two decades as an
iconic and a cult brand
will continue as the
'Scorpio Classic', the com-
pany said in a release.

"Scorpio has been a
landmark model for
Mahindra which has re-
defined the category and
became an iconic brand
in the Indian automobile
industry. The all-new
Scorpio-N is expected to
recreate benchmarks in
the SUV segment in
India, yet again," Veejay
Nakra, President for the

automotive division at
M&M Ltd, said. The latest
SUV to be produced at the
company's Chakan manu-
facturing facility has
been engineered ground-
up to meet the aspira-
tions of the young and
tech-savvy customers
looking for a full-size au-
thentic SUV.

It will come in both
petrol and diesel engines
with a choice of manual
and automatic transmis-
sions. It will be offered
with a 4x4 option. "With

an unmissable design,
thrilling performance
and high-end technology,
we continue to carry for-
ward the Mahindra lega-
cy of building authentic,
tough yet sophisticated
SUVs. With the all-new
Scorpio-N, we continue to
live and deliver our
brand promise of
'Explore the Impossible',"
Nakra said.

The all-new Scorpio-N
has been engineered and
designed at Mahindra
Research Valley (MRV)
near Chennai, Mahindra
North American
Technical Center
(MNATC) in USA and
Mahindra Design Studio
in Mumbai, according to
R Velusamy, President for
automotive technology
and product development
at M&M Ltd.

M&M to launch SUV ‘Scorpio-N’ on June 27

Coimbatore, May 21:  

Private carrier Vistara,
a joint venture of Tata
Group and Singapore
Airlines, on Friday inau-
gurated direct daily flights
between Coimbatore and
Delhi. The airline will also
start daily direct service
on the Mumbai-
Coimbatore route starting
May 27 and double the
number of daily flights on
the Bengaluru-
Coimbatore route from
June 3. "The launch of
daily direct flights to
Coimbatore from three
metro cities, at very con-
venient departure and ar-
rival timings, is an impor-
tant step towards offering
more connections to our
customers and densifying
our domestic network,"
Vistara Chief Executive
Officer Vinod Kannan
said. "With Coimbatore
emerging as a key hub for

trade and commerce be-
sides being a preferred
tourist destination, it is a
city that discerning trav-
ellers are increasingly fly-
ing to, giving us the oppor-
tunity to offer them our
award-winning services
on these routes too,"
Kannan added.

Schedule of the flights:
Departure from Delhi at
1145 hrs -- Arrival at
Coimbatore 1440 hrs,
Coimbatore - Delhi: Daily
1515 hrs - 1820 hrs.
Mumbai - Coimbatore:
Daily 1110 hrs - 1255 hrs,
Coimbatore - Mumbai:

Daily 1330 hrs - 1520 hrs,
Bengaluru - Coimbatore:
Daily 0700hrs - 0755 hrs,
Coimbatore - Bengaluru:
Daily 0830 hrs - 0930 hrs,
Bengaluru - Coimbatore:
Daily 1925 hrs - 2020 hrs,
Coimbatore- Bengaluru:
Daily 2055 hrs - 2145 hrs.

Vistara is India's high-
est-rated airline on
Skytrax and TripAdvisor,
and it has been the winner
of several 'Best Airline'
awards, besides being
lauded for its cabin clean-
liness and safety stan-
dards, the company re-
lease said.

Vistara announces direct flights to
Coimbatore from three metro cities

Mumbai, May 21: 

It’s that time of the year
when we are all divided
over jersey colours, but
united over a Bucket of
KFC chicken. And who
would’ve thought all that
loud cheering & scream-
ing (even over the last
piece of KFC Chicken)
could win you more of
your KFC favourites? Now
exercise those vocal cords
and give it your best shout,
with the first-ever voice-
activated mega offer on
the KFC App - Howzzat!
Download the KFC app,
click on the ‘Howzzat’ ban-
ner on the home screen
and shout “Howzzat” as
loud as you can; because
the louder you cheer, the
bigger the offer. Now it
doesn’t get bigger than

this, but you could get
louder for sure! Talking
about the App-solutely
new feature, Moksh
Chopra, CMO, KFC India
said, “We all know how
KFC is the perfect com-
panion for cricket match-
es. And now we’ve taken
this partnership a notch,
or rather, few decibels
higher. A first for the QSR
category, we have intro-
duced an app-exclusive
voice enabled offer that en-
courages fans to shout
‘Howzzat’.The louder they
cheer, the higher the dis-
count. This unprecedented
tech disruption is yet an-
other step in strengthen-
ing our new App. So, cheer
on your favourite teams
and ‘Howzzat’ your way to
amazing offers on the all-
new KFC app.”

KFC introduces voice enabled app,
encourages fans to shout ‘Howzzat’

Mumbai, May 21: 

HCL’s Roshni Nadar
Malhotra says demand en-
vironment robust; compa-
nies looking to accelerate
digital transformation

North Asia, Central
America, Eastern Europe
and Africa are newer geog-
raphies for the company,
she said, adding “this is
where we plan to grow in
the future as new frontier
countries, in addition to
our existing large geogra-
phies and markets”.

Citing her interactions
with various customers in
Europe and the US, Nadar
said their utmost priority
has been about accelerating
digital transformation pro-
grammes with efficiencies.
The demand environment
for technology “continues
to be robust” despite the
challenges seen over the
last two years, and global
clients have a razor-sharp
focus on accelerating digi-

tal transformation with ef-
ficiency, HCL Technologies
Chairperson Roshni Nadar
Malhotra said. North Asia,
Central America, Eastern
Europe and Africa are
newer geographies for the
company, she said, adding
“this is where we plan to
grow in the future as new
frontier countries, in addi-
tion to our existing large ge-
ographies and markets”.
“The last two years have
been unpredictable, chal-

lenging, and yet the de-
mand environment contin-
ues to be robust,” Nadar
said at a media briefing.
Citing her interactions
with various customers in
Europe and the US, Nadar
said their utmost priority
has been about accelerating
digital transformation pro-
grammes with efficiencies.
Nadar noted that the major-
ity of the company’s “very
steady healthy growth” has
come organically, and that
continues to be a focus for
the IT services provider.
“…Tuck in acquisitions,
specialised acquisitions,
which give us certain do-
main expertise and a cer-
tain strength in different
business lines is something
that we will do, but the
focus has been organic
growth.”And that’s some-
thing that we have demon-
strated very well over the
last couple of years, and we
continue to focus on that as
well,” Nadar said.

We plan to grow in the future as
new frontier countries: Roshni

New Delhi, May 21:  

India has exported
wheat worth USD 177 mil-
lion in March and USD 473
million in April even after
the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict started in late
February to help other
countries overcome food
crisis, sources said.

According to them,
India exported wheat even
at a time when about eight
nations, including
Ukraine, Belarus, Turkey,
Egypt, Kazakhstan and
Kuwait, had imposed
wheat export restrictions.
"Still, after the conflict
began on February 24,
2022, India has exported
wheat worth USD 177 mil-
lion and USD 473 million
in March and April, re-

spectively, despite facing
challenges of low wheat
production as a result of
extreme heat wave that en-
veloped the northern part
of the country that caused
shrivelled grains and re-
sultant drop in yield per
acre," one of the sources
said.

With the retail prices of
wheat and wheat flour ris-
ing by 14-20 per cent in
the last one year, the gov-
ernment, on May 13,
banned wheat exports to
control rising domestic
prices and ensure food se-
curity of India, neigh-
bouring nations and vul-
nerable countries. The G7
nations had criticised the
Indian government's deci-
sion to restrict the ex-
ports.

According to the DGFT
(Directorate General of
Foreign Trade) notifica-
tion, wheat exports are al-
lowed on the basis of per-
mission granted by the
Government of India to
other countries to meet
their food security needs
and based on the request
of their governments.
Among the wheat export-
ing countries, India
ranked 19th in 2020, 35th
in 2019, 36th in 2018 and
2017, which shows that it
has an insignificant share
(0.47 per cent) while seven
countries (Russia, the US,
Canada, France, Ukraine,
Australia and Argentina)
have largest share in the
overall quantity of wheat
export in the past five
years, sources said.

India exported wheat worth $177 mln
in March, $473 mln in April

New Delhi, May 21: 

Commerce and industry
minister Piyush Goyal
will lead the delega-
tion of ministers,
chief ministers and
business leaders at
the World
Economic Forum
in Davos from May
23-25, an official
statement said on
Friday. "This event
would further help
reinforce India's position
as an important and rele-
vant stakeholder in shap-
ing the global narrative,
particularly as India as-
sumes the presidency of
the G-20 in 2023," the com-
merce and industry min-
istry said. The WEF

(World Economic Forum)
will also be a platform to
project India as an attrac-
tive investment destina-

tion in view of its
robust economic
growth and stable
macroeconomic
indicators, it
added. The Indian
government delega-
tion would include
health minister
M a n s u k h l a l
Mandaviya, petrole-

um and natural gas minister
Hardeep Singh Puri, and
chief ministers and senior
ministers of six states
Madhya Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Telangana along with
senior officials.

Piyush Goyal to lead team
India at WEF in Davos

New Delhi, May 21:  

Total foreign direct investment
into India rose 2 per cent to the
"highest ever" USD 83.57 billion
in 2021-22 on account of vari-
ous measures like policy
reforms and ease of doing busi-
ness taken by the government,
the commerce and industry
ministry said on Friday. Total
FDI comprises equity inflows,
reinvested earnings and other
capital.
In 2020-21, the inflow stood at
USD 81.97 billion. It was USD
74.39 billion in 2019-20 and USD
62 billion in 2018-19. "India has
recorded the highest ever
annual FDI inflow of USD 83.57
billion in 2021-22," the ministry
noted in a statement. It said
that the foreign inflows are
increasing despite challenges
like a military operation in

Ukraine and COVID-19 pandem-
ic. These inflows have
increased 20-fold since 2003-04
when the inflows were USD 4.3
billion only, it added. The min-
istry also informed that FDI
equity inflow in manufacturing
sectors has increased by 76 per
cent in 2021-22 (USD 21.34 bil-
lion) compared to 2020-21 (USD
12.09 billion). FDI equity inflows
stood at USD 58.77 billion in
2021-22 against USD 59.64 bil-
lion in 2020-21. The ministry
said that in terms of top
investor countries, Singapore is
at the top with a 27 per cent
share, followed by the US (18
per cent) and Mauritius (16 per
cent) during the last fiscal. 
These trends "are an endorse-
ment of its status as a pre-
ferred investment destination
amongst global investors," the
ministry added. 

FDI inflow hits all-time high of
USD 83.57 bn in 2021-22

New Delhi, May 21: 

The price of CNG in the
national capital on
Saturday was hiked by Rs 2
per kg, the 13th increase in
rates in just over two
months. CNG in the nation-
al capital territory of Delhi
now costs Rs 75.61 per kg,
up from Rs 73.61 per kg, ac-
cording to the information
posted on the website of
Indraprastha Gas Ltd (IGL)
-- the firm which retails
CNG and piped cooking gas
in the national capital and
adjoining cities.

This is the 13th increase
in price since March 7. In
all, the CNG price has risen
by Rs 19.60 per kg during
this period. In the last one
year, prices have increased
by Rs 32.21 per kg or 60 per
cent, according to data com-

piled by PTI. However, the
rates of gas piped to house-
hold kitchens, called piped
natural gas (PNG), remain
unchanged at Rs 45.86 per
scm. City gas distributors
have been periodically rais-
ing prices since October
last year, when domestic as
well as international gas
prices started to climb as
economies around the
world recovered from the
pandemic-induced slow-
down. IGL Managing
Director Sanjay Kumar said
the prices are likely to re-
main elevated in the near
future due to high interna-
tional prices of natural gas.
CNG prices rose by Rs 8.74
per kg in the last three
months of 2021, and from
January there was a steady
increase of about 50 paise a
kg almost every week.

CNG price hiked by Rs 2 per kg; rates
up by Rs 19.60/kg in two months

New Delhi, May 21: 

Retirement fund body
EPFO has added 15.32 lakh
subscribers in March 2022,
over 19 per cent more than
12.85 lakh enrolled in
February this year. The
provisional EPFO payroll
data released on Friday
highlighted that it has
added 15.32 lakh net sub-
scribers in March 2022, a
labour ministry statement
said.

According to the state-
ment, a month-on-month
comparison of payroll
data shows an increase of
2.47 lakh net subscribers
in March 2022 compared to
the net additions during
February 2022.

Of the total 15.32 lakh
net subscribers added dur-
ing the month (of March),
around 9.68 lakh new
members have been cov-
ered under the provisions
of EPF & MP Act, 1952 for
the first time.

EPFO adds 15.32 lakh
net subscribers 

in March

B
ollywood debu-
tante Manushi
Chhillar reveals

about her preparation
for her role in Akshay
K u m a r - s t a r r e r
'Prithviraj' which is
based on the life of
Prithviraj Chauhan.

Manushi shares: "The
preparation schedule
for me was long and in-
tense. Adi sir and my di-
rector Dr
Chandraprakash ji
wanted me to go
through the drill before
I even gave my first
shot and looking back,
I'm thankful that I put
in the hard work."

The actress shares
that she also worked
on her dancing
skills for this
movie: "I'm a
trained classical
dancer and this
film made me
brush up my
dancing skills be-
cause I have
three songs in
the film! I had to
nail the chore-

ography, especially in
'Hadd Kar De'. It is a beauti-
ful Holi song and it needed
me to be precise and also
exhibit the fact that I could
dance well. I hope that I
have been able to show peo-
ple that I'm a hard-working
actor who is seeking perfec-
tion from my first film."

She adds: "I have miles to
go and lots to learn but my
eyes are on the prize. I had
to also pick up some inter-
esting skill sets like
archery and horse-riding! I
have to admit that I had a
lot of fun learning these. I
learned horse riding as a
kid because my father used
to take me and my siblings
for horse riding so I kind of
knew the basics of it but I
never had to hold the reins
or gallop with the horse."

"I have a horse riding se-
quence, however I am sit-
ting behind sir. So, it was in-
teresting to do that se-
quence. I'm a student of art.
So, every day was special on
the sets of the film because
I could learn so much and
return the next day, hungry
for more," she concludes.

ACROSS

1. Woeful word

5. Chip dip

10. Imitates

14. Unfurnished

15. Atlantic or Pacific

16. Authentic

17. Grasp

19. More

20. Movie music

21. Notched like a saw

23. Always, in poems

24. Shade source (2 wds.)

27. Medicinal herb

28. Oddball (sl.)

33. Early video game

36. Celebrity

39. Be nosy

40. Love, Italian-style

42. Historic time

43. Secretly marry

44. Discourage

45. Casino city

47. Hymn ending

48. Expresses scorn

50. Nibble

52. Breakfast cereal

55. Go downhill

58. Site of Napoleon's defeat

62. Singer Paul ____

64. English river

65. Unfriendly

68. Chilly

69. Copper, e.g.

70. She (Fr.)

71. Nocturnal birds

72. Sardonic wit

73. ____ belt

DOWN

1. Mistreat

2. Cyclist ____ Armstrong

3. Zeal

4. Observer

5. Mayday!

6. Drama division

7. Slightest

8. More sensible

9. President Jackson

10. Site

11. Hide

12. Relieve

13. Winter vehicle

18. Rod and ____

22. ____ Witherspoon of

"Pleasantville"

25. Angeles preceder

26. Parking timer

27. Concur

29. Relative by marriage (hyph.)
30. Space
31. Idiot
32. Not closed
33. Writing tablets
34. Portent
35. Short letter
37. "We ____ Family"
38. Scope
41. Blooper
46. ____ wing and a prayer (2 wds.)
49. Deli offering
51. Additionally
53. Copier's need
54. Slogan
55. Grin
56. Australian marsupial
57. Narrow channel
58. Texas city
59. Attest
60. Turnpike charge
61. Finishes
63. Sherbets
66. Bond creator ____ Fleming
67. Calculating
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Your courageous strength and desire to take
a leadership role may be threatening to oth-
ers today, Aquarius. Be careful of automati-
cally assuming the dominant position before
learning what other people feel about the
situation. You could make some drastic mis-
takes if you don't watch out for the well-
being of others. Things could get quite emo-
tional, so beware of potential flare-ups.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You can cut through to the truth quite easily
today, Pisces, so don't hesitate to do so. If
you come to an intersection and no one
seems to know who should go next, take the
initiative and go. It might not be a bad idea
to signal your intentions to the other drivers
before you make your move. Being aggres-
sive with your actions doesn't mean you
have to be reckless.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may want to keep your ship on an
even keel today, Aries, but remember
that no matter how hard as you try, this
simply might not be possible. The wind is
blowing pretty hard and you might just
have to trim your sails and go full speed
ahead. You'll move much more quickly,
but it will also mean that you'll be more
prone to capsizing. Live on the edge.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

This is your day to shine in many respects,
Taurus. The action you take is right on tar-
get, so draw back your arrow as far as you
can before letting it fly. There is a quiet
strength to your being that comes out
occasionally. When it does, people will note
it for miles around. Today gives you the
opportunity to display your incredible
strength and passion to the world. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You could be wondering why everyone
has to be so serious and emotional all
of a sudden. You're likely to be feeling
this way, too. Take this as a reminder
that there are many different walks of
life and not all of them necessarily
intersect your path. Those forces are
apt to make themselves known in quite
a traumatic fashion today. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Don't put up with anyone's shenanigans,
Cancer. Your time is too precious and your
energy too powerful to waste on those who
see you as a fair-weather friend or emotion-
al crutch. Concentrate on your own prob-
lems. If someone has a sob story, tell him or
her exactly what you think. No need to pad
the honest truth with a bunch of fluff just to
make the other person feel good.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You may have the intellectual side of
the equation completely set in your
head, Leo. You've collected all the facts
and have all the data worked out in
such a way that it's impossible for any-
one to fault your calculations. Don't
think you're done, because there's one
part of the picture left to consider -
emotions. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Other people might have a hard time nav-
igating through the day, thanks to the
intensity and corruption that's likely to
surface. You have nothing to worry
about, Virgo, because your adaptable
nature is perfectly suited to dealing with
the stubborn forces that are likely to rear
their heads. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Secure your bunker and make sure it's
fully stocked with heavy artillery,
because there is bound to be a battle,
Libra. Trust that you need to be fully
prepared in order to enter the fight
today, because you do. There are some
battles that you actually like - the ones
that get things rolling and produce
results. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You tend to get quite emotional about
things even though you don't always
show it prominently to the outside world,
Scorpio. The difference today is that
more people are likely to be openly acting
out their emotions, so you, in turn, could
feel safer about exposing your true feel-
ings to the people around you. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

If situations get too hot and heavy,
Sagittarius, your first instinct is to run
away or jump to the next subject before
anyone notices you're avoiding the seri-
ous ones. That's one way to deal with
today's intensity, but deep down you
know it isn't the best. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your actions today could take an investigative
approach, Capricorn. You're able to probe
much more deeply than usual as you search
people's eyes for the answers you seek. Feel
free to take aggressive action based on your
gut instincts. Use your powerful emotions as a
tool instead of something that holds you back.
People may come to you for advice, and
you're in the perfect position to give it.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Manushi Chhillar
on how she

prepped for her
role in ‘Prithviraj’ P

unjabi actor-singer
Ammy Virk is set to
headline the film

'Oye Makhna' with direc-
tor Simerjit Singh at the
helm of affairs.

The film, a rom-com,
also stars Tania Singh,
who was last seen with
Ammy in the super-hit
'Qismat 2'.

Commenting on the de-
velopment, 'Qismat' hit-
maker Ammy Virk, said
in a statement, "I am real-
ly looking forward to this
film and I think fans are
in for a real cinematic
treat. This is the biggie
that will push the Punjabi
rom-com into a new
space. Simerjit always
knows how to create
something special every
time we work together
and this film is no excep-
tion. To connect with a
pan-Indian production
house like Yoodlee is also
a big plus as our reach
will increase substantial-
ly thanks to them."

The film is a joint pro-
duction between Yoodlee
Films, (Saregama's film
production studio) and
Simerjit Singh
Productions in collabora-
tion with Ammy Virk
Productions.

Sharing his excitement
on the project and the bid
to promote regional con-
tent, Siddharth Anand

Kumar, VP - Films
Saregama said, "We are
extremely bullish on the
regional space in content

and believe that the
Punjabi Film Industry
has much to offer audi-
ences across the world.
Simerjit is a wonderful di-
rector and he is bringing
a lot of his signature bril-
liance to the film."

"Also, to have a talent
like Ammy Virk headline
this project as the lead
and as a co-producer
makes for a winning com-
bination. Ammy and
Simerjit have given some
of the iconic Punjabi box
office winners of the last
5 years and this one will
be one more great addi-
tion to the list", he added.

The film, which also
stars Guggu Gill and
Sidhika Sharma, will ar-
rive in theatres on
September 9.

Director Simerjit
added, "Ammy and I have
always had a great equa-
tion and fans have en-
joyed our association and
now Yoodlee has brought
us together once again. I
am sure, this film will be
unlike anything either of
us has done. I am looking
forward to this film and
hope that audiences will
go in big numbers to
watch it on the big screen
on 9th September."

Ammy Virk to headline
Punjabi film ‘Oye Makhna’

Tanishaa
Mukerji

reveals her
weight loss
and fitness

regime

A
ctress Tanishaa
Mukerji, who is
known for her

work in Bollywood as well
as south films, talks about
her fitness regime post
Covid.

She says: "These past 2
years were a different
time indeed with Covid
killing our strength and
stamina but now it's time
to lose those days and get
back on the horse. I'm on
my personal fitness plan
and following basic rules
of healthy eating and ex-
ercising." The actress fur-
ther briefs about the exer-
cises and other routines
she is following for fitness.
"I lost a lot of muscle and
strength after being diag-
nosed with Covid as I
could not keep up with my
fitness regime but now I'm
all geared up to make a de-
termined effort to get fit
again and to build
strength and flexibility
with yoga, functional
training, weights and pi-
lates," adds the actress
who has worked in
'Sssshhh..'. and Tamil
movie 'Unnale Unnale'.

S
w aya m v -
ar- Mika
Di Vohti

will be one of
the most prom-
ising shows as
the excitement
for it from its
first announce-
ment was mind-
boggling for the
fans. The
show’s concept
is to find a per-
fect Vohti for
our very own
musical sensa-
tion Mika Singh.
The makers of the show have gone all
out for the promo shoots and market-
ing of the show. The grapevines that al-
ways happen around the show are just
some surprisingly small teasers of the
grand show.

Mika Singh has many great friends
in the industry, many of which as the
fans know are approached to come on
the show, whilst on that, even our
dhadak Phogat girls, Geeta and Babita
might make an appearance. And if
they do then oh my! It’s gonna be super

fun. They will be coming to help Mika
in making his decision easier. Babita
has quite experienced the journey of
love and marriage with her husband,
so she can surely give some good tips.
Having such sporty women will surely
raise the stakes even more than before.
It’s always fun to watch the trio on
screen and that too for the first time
ever. Stay tuned for more engrossing
updates. The show is to be slated on
Star Bharat on June 9, 2022. Don't miss
out!

Phogat Sisters to help Mika take his decision

I
f you are an 80's or 90's
kid, there are a few
things you cannot for-

get – video cassettes, sin-
gle screen magic,
Sridevi’s Hawa Hawaii
and India’s extremely
cool Invisible superhero –
Mr. India! Directed by the
legendary Shekhar
Kapoor, Mr. India became
the pioneer film in
Bollywood's fantasy
genre and still remains
untouchable when it
comes to cinematic bril-
liance. With a cutting-
edge cast including Anil
Kapoor as Mr. India,
Amrish Puri as
Mogambo, Sridevi as
Seema and Satish
Kaushik as Calendar

along with remarkable
child artists, this film has
had a substantial amount
of influence on today’s
pop culture and has man-
aged to redefine the era of
entertainment in the 80’s.
Evoking the right kinds of
emotions even today, rem-
inisce the nostalgia with
Zee Bollywood’s 101% en-
tertaining celebration of
35 glorious years of Mr.
India on 25th May at 2 pm.

Way ahead of its time,
the film featured some
class-apart visual effects
that wowed the audience,
the classic fight between
the good and evil was dis-
played with fresh story-
telling and multi-layered
character portrayal.

Zee Bollywood to celebrate
35 years of iconic ‘Mr. India’
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Gwangju (SK), May 21 (PTI):

The Indian men's com-
pound archery team on
Saturday came from be-
hind to prevail over
France by two points in an
intense finish to win the
gold medal in successive
World Cup stages.

Unheralded Mohan
Bhardwaj also shared the
limelight as he stunned
reigning world champion
Nico Wiener en route to
winning a dream World
Cup individual silver
medal as Indian com-
pound archers outshone
their much-fancied re-
curve teammates.

A day after the Olympic
discipline recurve archers
ended their campaign
with a solitary bronze (in

women's team event),
India bagged one gold, one
silver and one bronze in
the compound section on
Saturday to end their
World Cup Stage 2 cam-
paign with five medals.

That the compound
archers bagged one gold,
one silver and two bronze
from India's total medal
count of five summed up
their dominance com-
pared to the TOPS-sup-
ported Olympic discipline
recurve archers.

India began the day
with the men's compound
team dishing out a superb
fightback to prevail over
France 232-230 to win the
gold medal.

In a repeat of the Stage 1
final, the fourth-seeded
men's team, comprising

Abhishek Verma, Aman
Saini and Rajat Chauhan,
found itself trailing
against its sixth-seed ri-
vals in the first two ends.

But riding on an immac-
ulate finish in the third
end the trio sealed a 232-
230 win over its French
counterparts Adrien
Gontier, Jean Philippe
Boulch and Qentin Baraer
to win the World Cup
Stage 2 gold.

In the last World Cup
final at Antalya in April,
the same Indian trio had
defeated France by one-
point.

"It's our second consecu-
tive win (this season). We
were the best in Turkey
and we proved it again. We
are very happy about
that," Verma said.

Verma & Co win successive
World Cup archery gold Bangkok, May 21 (PTI):

A profligate P  Sindhu faltered
in the semifinals of the Thailand
Open, going down in straight
games to Olympic champion and
world number four Chen Yu Fei
of China here on Saturday.

Sindhu, a two-time Olympic
medallist, lost 17-21 16-21 to third
seeded Chen in 43 minutes to end
an impressive run in the Super
500 tournament.

Sindhu, seeded sixth, enjoyed
a 6-4 head-to-head count coming
into the match but she was not
her usual best and committed
too many unforced errors
against the Chinese, who played
aggressive badminton to come
up trumps against the Indian.

The 26-year-old from
Hyderabad had also lost to Chen
the last time the two faced off at
the 2019 BWF World Tour Finals.

Sindhu was the first to log
points but Chen strengthened
her defence and kept the rallies
alive with her overall game to
push the Indian to commit er-
rors.

After an initial 3-3 battle, Chen
broke off with a cross court slice
on her rival's forehand. Looking
for precision, Sindhu fluffed the
lines and Chen was spot on with
her video referrals as she led 11-7
at the interval in the first game.

Things didn't change much as
Chen continued to dominate the
rallies with Sindhu finding the
net and going wide and long, the
Chinese managed to extend her
lead to 17-12.

Sindhu won a few points with
a couple of precise cross court
returns on Chen's backhand to
make it 15-17 but the Chinese dis-

posed off a short lift from
Sindhu next to break the run of
play.

The Indian again sent the
shuttle long and then to the net
to hand five game points to
Chen, who squandered two be-
fore pocketing the first game
with Sindhu again finding the
net.

The world number 7 Indian
produced a better show in the
second game, leading 6-3 before
making it 10-5. But Chen soon
found her bearings as she mixed
her shots well to gather three
successive points.

Sindhu, however, managed to
go into the break with a narrow
two-point cushion after wining a
25-shot rally.

But the world number 4 soon
tightened her game and turned
the tables as Sindhu continued
her erroneous run, allowing
Chen to move to a 15-12 advan-
tage.

Sindhu managed to narrow it
to 15-17 with a precise return
that just kissed the lines but she
again went wide with a cross
court return.

Chen then produced a winner
on Sindhu's forehand before
sending another one at the fore-
court to grab five match points.
The Chinese squandered one
with a long shot before sealing
the contest with a body smash.

Sindhu, who has won two
Super 300 titles at the Syed Modi
International and Swiss Open
and a bronze at Badminton Asia
Championships this season, will
next compete at the Indonesia
Masters Super 500 scheduled to
be held in Jakartka from June 7
to 12.

Sindhu loses in Thailand Open semifinals

Sindhu,
a two-time

Olympic medallist,
lost 17-21 16-21 to third

seeded Chen in 
43 minutes.

Mumbai, May 21:

'I want to help India
win the Asia Cup and
the T20 World Cup,
that's the motivation,'
Virat Kohli told Star
Sports.

'I have to move for-
ward, maintain a bal-
ance, get some rest,
some rejuvenation,
once I'm in the mind-
set, then there's no
looking back, and
[it's] great fun. My
main aim is to help
India win the Asia
Cup and the World
Cup and for that I am
ready to do anything
for the team,' he
added.

Kohli didn't light
up IPL 2022 with his
batting, but showed a
spark of form with
his brilliant 73 off 54
balls that saw Royal
C h a l l e n g e r s
Bangalore beat

Gujarat Titans by 8
wickets on Thursday.

Agreeing with for-
mer head coach Ravi
Shastri that he needs
to take a break, Kohli
said, 'It's a very
healthy thing to think
of especially with the
amount of cricket
that we play nowa-
days and the amount
of cricket that I have
played in the last 10-
11 years.'

'It's only a thing of
creating a balance
and finding that bal-
ance which is right
for you as an individ-
ual moving forward,'
he added, 'and I'll defi-
nitely discuss this
with all the people in-
volved -- Rahul bhai
(Dravid), the Indian
team management,
everyone to chart out
whatever is best for
myself and for the
team definitely.'

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI):

India on Saturday
named a 24-member
women's hockey team, to
be led by Savita Punia, for
the European leg of the
the FIH Pro League match-
es in Belgium and
Netherlands in June.

The team will play six
matches from June 11 to 22
ahead of the FIH Hockey
Women's World Cup to be
held in Spain and the
Netherlands from July 1-
17.

India play hosts Belgium
on June 11 and 12 in
Antwerp before shifting
base to Rotterdam, the
Netherlands, to face
Argentina (June 18 and 19)
and USA (June 21 and 22).

Savita will continue to
lead the team though star
striker Rani Rampal is
likely to return to action
after she made her last ap-
pearance at last year's

Tokyo Olympics. Rani was
under rehabilitation after
recovering from a pro-
longed hamstring injury.
She was named in the
Indian squad for the last
two matches of the FIH
Pro League in
Bhubaneswar against the
Netherlands last month
but did not play.
Experienced defender
Deep Grace Ekka will be
the vice captain of the
team which also has junior
World Cup stars like Bichu
Devi Kharibam, Ishika
Chaudhary, Akshata
Abaso Dhekale, Baljeet
Kaur, Sangita Kumari and
Deepika.

Rajini Etimarpu and
Mahima Chaudhary -- who
will be the captain and vice
captain respectively of the
Indian team for the June 4-
5 FIH Women's Hockey 5s
in Switzerland -- as well as
Rajwinder Kaur have been
named as standbys.

India names team for 
FIH Women’s Pro League,

Savita remains captain

I want to help India win
the World Cup: Kohli

Mumbai, May 21 (PTI):

Their play-off hopes
dashed, both Sunrisers
Hyderabad and Punjab
Kings will be keen to end
their IPL season on a win-
ning note when the two
teams clash in a dead rub-
ber here on Sunday.

Both teams were
knocked out of the play-off
race when RCB defeated
table-toppers Gujarat
Titans on Thursday.

The Sunrisers will be
without the services of
their skipper Kane
Williamson, who has re-
turned to New Zealand for
the birth of his second
child.

In his absence, either
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, who
has led the side previously,
or Nicholas Pooran are are
likely to captain the
Sunrisers in their last
game this season.

While Sunrisers man-
aged to snap their five-
match losing streak by
eking out a narrow three-
run win over Mumbai
Indians, Punjab suc-
cumbed to a 17-run loss to
Delhi Capitals.

The fact that Mayank
Agarwal and Co. could not
win two games in a row

sums up their inconsistent
run all season. High on
spirits after thrashing
RCB by 54 runs, PBKS suf-
fered an inexplicable bat-
ting collapse in their must-
win against Delhi.

The Punjab bating unit
has been plagued by incon-
sistencies and will need to
fire in unison to build or
defend a huge total.

If not for the star batters
-- Jonny Baitsow and Liam

Livingstone, Shikhar
Dhawan -- Punjab Kings
have reliable Jitesh
Sharma, one of the finds
of this IPL, to finish the
match or take them to a
good total.

On the bowling front,
lead pacer Kagiso Rabada
(22) continues to be the
highest wicket taker
among fast bowlers this
season. The South African
has bowled at an average

of 16.72 with an economy
of 8.36.

Arshdeep Singh (10) has
impressed many with his
ability to land yorkers at
will and has done especial-
ly well in the death overs.

The Sunrisers, on the
other hand, won five back-
to-back matches and
looked on course for a top 2
finish but injuries to their
frontline bowlers
Washington Sundar and T
Natarjan deflated their
campaign as they slumped
to a five-match losing
streak. Skipper
Williamson's wretched
form didn't help their
cause either.

On the bowling front,
pace sensation Umran
Malik, who enjoyed a good
outing in the previous
game, is likely to keep the
speed gun radar busy.

Sunrisers also found
star Afghan bowler in the
form of medium pacer
Fazalhaq Farooqi, who did
the tremendous job in the
previous game.

Both Bhuvneshwar and
Farooqi will be eyeing an-
other good outing, while
Natarajan will have to for-
get the hammering by Tim
David and find a way to
nail his yorkers again.

Mumbai, May 21 (PTI):

Emerging stars like Umran
Malik and Mohsin Khan could
be rewarded for their IPL per-
formances while old-horses
Shikhar Dhawan and Dinesh
Karthik are likely to return to
the T20 set up when the India
squad is picked for the home
series against South Africa on
Sunday. All-rounder Hardik
Pandya, who has not played for
India since the T20 World Cup
last year, has shown form and
fitness in the IPL and is set to
be included in the squad for the
five-game series beginning June
9. He is finally back to bowling

regularly, which was critical in
his national comeback bid.
After a two-month long IPL and
with the Test team due to
depart for England on June 15,
some of the all-format players
including Rohit Sharma, Virat
Kohli, Rishabh Pant and Jasprit
Bumrah could be rested for the
home series. 
A similar squad is also expected
to be picked for the two T20s in
Ireland later in June. If that is
the case, the captaincy responsi-
bility could go to either Dhawan,
who led in Sri Lanka last year, or
Hardik who has impressed as a
leader in his debut season for
Gujarat Titans.

Mumbai, May 21 (PTI):

Chennai Super Kings
found it challenging to
match their "catastrophic
success" in IPL 2022 where
the defending champions
were not "good enough" to
win tight games, feels
head coach Stephen
Fleming.

One of the most success-
ful sides in the IPL, the
four-times champions
ended their campaign at
the penultimate spot, man-
aging just four wins in 14
games.

"There was mixed suc-
cess. We sort of stuttered
our way through. We had a
number of games that
were close, but we were
not good enough to get

across the line. "That's the
normal story of the season
we don't qualify," Fleming
said after CSK's five-wick-
et loss to Rajasthan Royals
on Friday.

The New Zealander
added that the team, com-
prising several new play-
ers, found it challenging to
play the same way as pre-
vious seasons.

"When you start a new
cycle and have a number of
new players and a new dy-
namic in the team it can be
testing.

"We suffered from cata-
strophic success so just
trying to play the same
way, continue from our
last four years, which were
very successful, is a real
challenge.

Chennai, May 21:

Indian teenager Rameshbabu
Praggnanandhaa stunned
World champion Magnus
Carlsen for the second time
this year as he claimed victory
over the Norwegian at the
Chessable Masters online
rapid chess tournament. The
16-year-old, who also won
their duel at the Airthings
Masters in February, took
advantage of a one-move
blunder by Carlsen in the clos-
ing stages to stay in the hunt
for a place in the knockout
stages. Praggnanandhaa this
week said he was in the mid-
dle of his school exams but did
not want to miss the opportu-
nity of testing himself against
a stellar field.

Warsaw, May 21 (PTI):

Indian chess legend
Viswanathan Anand con-
tinued his superb form on
the second day of the
rapid event of the
Superbet Rapid and Blitz
Poland tournament here
on Friday, posting victo-
ries in rounds four and
five before local hero Jan-
Kryzstof Duda halted the
winning streak in the
sixth. Anand is ahead of
the field with five wins and
a draw, tallying 11 points
after six rounds.

After jumping the lead
on day one with three im-
pressive wins, the veteran
Indian Grandmaster, got
the better of Ukraine's
Kirill Shevchenko in the
first match of the day. He
followed it up with a bril-
liant victory over the high-
ly-rated Lev Aronian.

In the sixth round,
Anand took on Polish star
Jan-Kryrzstof Duda in a
French Paulsen Attack
game and the duo settled
for a draw in 51 moves.

Playing as a wildcard in
the tournament, the
Indian ace had on

Thursday defeated
Radoslaw Wojtaszek of
Poland in the first round,
before getting the better of
American Wesley So and
Anton Korobov (Ukraine).

The event, which is part
of the 2022 Grand Chess
Tour, boasts of a strong
field that includes Fabiano
Caruana (USA), Aronian,
So and Rapport apart from
Anand.

A player gets two points
for a win in the rapid and
one point for a draw.

After nine rounds of
Rapid, the players will
take part in a Blitz event
over two days with each
player coming up against
the nine others twice.

On selection radar for South
Africa series: Malik, Mohsin, DK

Superbet Rapid tourney:
Indian GM Anand continues

bull run, leads field

Sunrisers, Punjab aim to finish on a highCSK were not good enough
to win close games: Fleming

Praggnanandhaa
stuns Carlsen again

at Chessable
Masters

Kolkata, May 21 (PTI): 

If there are evil people
in the world, there are also
heroes fighting them, said
American thought-leader
and social entrepreneur
Vanessa Bouche, as she
virtually joined the ninth
anti-trafficking conclave
hosted by the US consulate
in Kolkata, in partnership
with Delhi-based NGO
Shakti Vahini.

The conclave on Friday
brought together stake-
holders, including stu-
dents, teachers, traffick-
ing survivors, police per-
sonnel and government
representatives, from
across West Bengal,

Jharkhand, Bihar and
Assam on one platform,
where stories of rescue,
rehabilitation and meas-
ures to end the menace
were shared amid cheers
and appreciation by all.

Shakti Vahini, which
had been working with
law enforcement, state
agencies and the civil soci-
ety to combat human traf-
ficking and violence
against women and chil-
dren, advocated for inter-
state collaboration to
strengthen prevention
nets and expedite recue
and rehabilitation work.

Rishi Kant, the co-
founder of Shakti Vahini,
said, When the Union gov-

ernment issued an adviso-
ry in July 2020 for traffick-
ing prevention in high-
source areas due to vul-
nerabilities caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, we at
once started holding cam-
paigns in various places.
Due to the leads provided
by the communities, sev-
eral cases of trafficking
could be prevented during
transit.

The NGO has undertak-
en intensive workshops
and awareness campaigns
in North- and South-24
Parganas in Bengal, be-
sides three other districts
of neighbouring states
Simdega in Jharkhand,
Morigaon on Assam and

Sitamarhi in Bihar seek-
ing to empower local lead-
ers, women and girls to
fight against the scourge
of trafficking and create
awareness among their
communities.

During the second year
of the pandemic, 1,910 po-
lice personnel were trained
in Bengal. The initiative di-
rectly provided support in
250 cases, leading to the re-
covery of 89 children in the
state, Kant noted.

Lauding the measures,
Melinda Pavek, the US
consul general in Kolkata,
pointed out that human
trafficking cannot be
solved by one country or
entity alone.

‘Patience, decency help
one progress in public life’

Lucknow, May 21 (PTI): 

Patience and decency
are the virtues that help
one progress in public life,
said Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
cautioning members of
the state Assembly
against personal interests
and interference in offi-
cial work. In his address to
the state Assembly, the
CM said he is of the view
that the more practical a
public representative is,
the easier it is for him to
communicate with the
public and live up to their
expectations.

"I have seen that nega-
tivity can never take a
public representative for-

ward," he said. "In public
life, a person's patience
and decency always takes
him forward while haste,

affection for (government)
contracts and interference
in every single matter
leads to his downfall," he
said. The chief minister
also claimed that casteism
does not exist in the state.

"If politics of casteism
is true them how Suresh
Khanna is a nine-time
MLA from Shahjahanpur
and Satish Mahana elect-
ed from Kanpur for the
eighth time," he asked.
The chief minister said
public representatives
should serve interests of
the state and the country.
"If we live up to the expec-
tation of the public in a
positive manner, then peo-
ple will also continue to
support us," he said.

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

Union Environment
Minister Bhupender
Yadav on Saturday said
efforts to improve air
quality have shown posi-
tive trends in cities across
the country and partici-
pative governance holds
the key to achieving what
India aspires.

Addressing the
'Sensitization cum
Review Workshop
National Clean Air
Programme' (NCAP) in
Chennai, he said it was
time to make 'clean air for
all' a participative mis-
sion.

NCAP is a national-
level strategy for a 20 per
cent to 30 per cent reduc-
tion in PM2.5 and PM10
concentration by 2024,
with 2017 as the base year
for comparison.

The programme covers
132 non-attainment cities
which do not meet the
prescribed national ambi-
ent air quality standards.

Yadav said India will
comprehensively achieve
the objectives of NCAP
with the participation, co-
ordination, collaboration,
and sustained efforts of
all stakeholders.

"The air quality im-
provement efforts have
shown positive trends in
cities across the country.

But if we wish to achieve
what we aspire, 'Jan
Bhagidari' or participa-
tive governance holds the
key," he said.

He praised Tamil Nadu
saying the air quality in
Chennai, Madurai and
Trichy, all three million-
plus cities, is within the
national ambient air
quality standards.

Yadav also lauded the
Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board for its e-
commute programme,
under which all the offi-
cials of the board use
non-fossil fuel-driven ve-
hicles to commute to of-
fice every Wednesday.

The minister appealed
to the youth to become ac-
tive agents in the mission
to improve air quality by
adopting sustainable
lifestyles, appropriate be-
haviours and attitudes.

Sidhu lodged in Barrack No.10 of Patiala jail

Patiala, May 21 (PTI): 

Congress leader Navjot
Singh Sidhu, who has
been sentenced to one-
year jail term in a road-
rage case, has been lodged
in Barrack No.10 at the
central jail here and did-
n't have dinner on the
first night, sources said
on Saturday.

Sidhu has been lodged
in the barrack with four
other prisoners, said the
sources. He didn't have
dinner as he had already
taken his meal, they said,
adding that the former
state Congress chief is
prisoner number 1,37,683.

The 58-year-old former
cricketer on Friday had
surrendered before a
court here and later sent
to the Patiala Central Jail.
He was sentenced to one-

year rigorous imprison-
ment by the Supreme
Court in the 1988 road-
rage case. As Sidhu has to
undergo rigorous impris-
onment, he will also have
to work in the prison.

Another high-profile
prisoner lodged in jail
here in connection with a
drug case is Shiromani
Akali Dal leader Bikram
Singh Majithia, who had
contested against Sidhu
from Amritsar East.
Sidhu and Majithia had
both lost the elections to
AAP's Jeevan Jyot Kaur.

The SC had on
Thursday sentenced
Sidhu to one-year rigor-
ous imprisonment in the
34-year-old case, saying
any undue sympathy in
imposing an inadequate
sentence would do more
harm to the justice sys-

tem and undermine the
public confidence in the
efficacy of law. A 65-year-
old man, Gurnam Singh,
had died in the incident.

When reporters sought
Sidhu's reaction to the
verdict on Thursday, he
had declined to comment.
However, he had later
tweeted to say he "will
submit to the majesty of
the law".

Though the apex court
had in May 2018 held
Sidhu guilty of the of-
fence of "voluntarily
causing hurt" to the man,
it had spared him a jail
term and imposed a fine
of Rs 1,000.

Gurnam Singh's family
had sought a review of
the judgment, which was
allowed by the SC.

Sidhu, a former BJP
MP, had switched over to

the Congress ahead of the
2017 assembly polls.

Sidhu began his politi-
cal innings in 2004, con-
testing the Lok Sabha
elections on a BJP ticket
from Amritsar, where he
shifted his base from
Patiala. He defeated
Congress heavyweight R
L Bhatia.

The former cricketer's
relationship with the
Badal family soured even
though the Shiromani
Akali Dal was a BJP ally
then. And then he had
problems with the BJP
after the party fielded
Arun Jaitley from
Amritsar in the 2014 Lok
Sabha polls.

Though he was accom-
modated in the Rajya
Sabha later, the maverick
politician quit the party
to join the Congress.

‘NEP aimed at making youths
stand tall in all spheres’

Deomali (Arunachal

Pradesh), May 21 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah Saturday said
that the New Education
Policy (NEP) has been
framed with the objective
of making the country's
youth "competent enough
to stand tall in all spheres
of life".

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi intro-
duced the NEP on the oc-
casion of 75 years of
Independence based on
human values and educa-
tion, along with scientific
approach and artificial in-
telligence, the home minis-
ter said addressing the
golden jubilee celebration
of Ramakrishna Mission
School at Narottam Nagar
here in Tirap district.

The New Educational
Policy of 2020 has incorpo-
rated in it all observations
of Swami Vivekananda, a
philosopher and disciple
of Sri Ramakrishna
Paramahansa and founder

of the Ramakrishna
Mission 125 years ago, he
said. Quoting Swami
Vivekananda's philosophy
on education, he said it is
the medium for making
people intelligent, to bring

out the inner strength of
the people and give it a di-
rection. If education can-
not prepare a person to
tackle all challenges in life,
then it is futile . If educa-
tion cannot mould the
character of a human
being, it is useless, he said.

Terming 21st century as
the "century of knowl-
edge", Shah said that ef-
forts are on to make the
youth of the country com-
petent enough to stand at
par with those across the
world. The aim of the NEP
is to create youth who can
compete with the youth
from foreign countries," he
added. Lauding RKM, he
said Treating patients in
its hospitals and impart-
ing quality education, it
has exhibited exemplary
commitment for which the
nation salutes it," he said.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
addresses MLAs during
Prabodhan programme, at
Tilak Hall, Vidhan Bhawan,
in Lucknow, Saturday.
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Needy collect the food distributed by Tibetans in New Delhi, Saturday. 

CARE FOR NEEDY

Students celebrate during annual convocation of Patna University, in Patna, Saturday.

CELEBRATION TIME

Union Home Minister Amit Shah being welcomed by
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Prema Khandu, upon his
arrival in Deomali, Saturday. 

Didn't have dinner on first night

Chouhan to step out with 
handcart to collect toys for

anganwadi children
Bhopal, May 21 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Chouhan
has announced that he
will be stepping out with a
handcart to collect toys for
children of anganwadis in
a bid to create awareness
about eliminating malnu-
trition in the state.

The chief minister, in a
statement on Friday, said
it was necessary to en-
courage public participa-
tion in the operation of an-
ganwadis. "I will go out in
Bhopal with a handcart to
collect toys for children of
anganwadis.

It is my one mission to
connect people to this
work. Why should our

children remain malnour-
ished? It is not the duty of
an anganwadi worker
alone to free children of
malnutrition.

There should be aware-
ness in the society,"
Chouhan said. Expressing
hope for public participa-

tion, the chief minister
said more and more people
should be motivated to
adopt anganwadis under
the Adopt an Angnawadi
programme. According to
sources, Chouhan may
hold this programme on
May 24.

‘Gimmick’ of CM: Cong
The state Congress, however, termed the chief min-

ister's announcement as a "gimmick". State Congress
chief Kamal Nath said the ruling BJP have to hold
some event or the other to hit the headlines. "He
(Chouhan) thinks that by using a cart or doing such a
gimmick, he will mislead people of the state. But I
have full faith in voters and people of the state that
they will finally recognise the truth and support it,"
Nath said. The BJP doesn't talk about the unemploy-
ment, power crisis and farmers issues, but is involved
in such a gimmick, he said.

‘Efforts to improve air quality
show positive trends’

Bhupender Yadav

Court denies
anticipatory bail

to George 
Kochi, May 21 (PTI): A
Sessions Court here on
Saturday dismissed the
anticipatory bail plea filed
by senior politician P C
George in connection with
a hate speech case. The po-
lice had registered against
George on May 10 for his
objectionable remarks
during a speech, which he
delivered in connection
with a temple festival at
Vennala in Ernakulam
district. Additional
District and Sessions
Judge, G Girish, rejected
the plea of the senior
politician.

The case was registered
under IPC 153 (promoting
enmity between different
groups) and 295 A (deliber-
ate and malicious acts, in-
tended to outrage religious
feelings of any class by in-
sulting its religion or reli-
gious beliefs). Earlier,
George, who was the chief
whip while Congress-led
UDF was in power, had
sparked off a controversy
by asking non-Muslims in
Kerala to avoid restaurants
run by the community.

Addressing a pro-
gramme organised as part
of the Ananthapuri Hindu
Maha Sammelan here late
last month, the former
Kerala Congress leader
had alleged that tea laced
with "drops causing impo-
tence" were sold in
Muslim-run restaurants to
turn people "infertile" in a
bid to "seize control" of the
country.

HATE SPEECH CASE

Stories of survival and crusade 
resonate at anti-trafficking conclave 



Bogus doctors 
JJaallnnaa:: At least 103 bogus
doctors, 166 unregistered
medical practitioners
were found practising
illegally in Maharashtra's
Jalna district, an official
said on Saturday. As per
a report from the health
department, the district
had 433 doctors, of which
267 were registered, 166
were not registered with
the Maharashtra Medical
Council (MMC), while 103
did not have valid
degrees and were
declared bogus.

Suicide
BBuuddaauunn:: The bodies of a
minor lover couple were
found hanging in a room
atop a temple in a village
under the Usawan police
station area of the dis-
trict early Saturday,
police said. A bottle of
insecticide, a beer bottle
and a glass were also
found in the room of the
temple in Mansa Nagla
village, suggesting that
they first drank beer
mixed with insecticide
and then allegedly
hanged themselves to
death, police said.

Covicted
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A Delhi court
on Saturday convicted
former Haryana chief
minister Om Prakash
Chautala in a case related
to disproportionate
assets. Special judge
Vikas Dhull passed the
order and posted the
matter for May 26, when
the court will hear the
arguments on the quan-
tum of sentence.

Minor fire 
NNeeww  DDeellhhii:: A minor fire
broke out in the new
Parliament building in
central Delhi on Saturday
afternoon, officials said.
The safety net of the
building caught fire, they
said. Information regard-
ing the blaze was received
at 12.35 pm and five fire
tenders were rushed to
the spot, the fire depart-
ment officials said.

Recruit 
TThhrriissssuurr:: The Kerala gov-
ernment will recruit 100
youth, including women,
from various tribal ham-
lets across the state as
excise civil officers,
Excise and Local Self
Government Minister M
V Govindan said here on
Saturday. In view of
reported inflow of
banned contrabands in
the hamlets, local tribal
youth from there would
be appointed to the
posts through special
recruitment to tackle this
issue, he said.
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Congress President Sonia
Gandhi and party General
Secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra at Vir Bhumi to pay

tribute to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his
death anniversary, in New

Delhi, Saturday.

PAGE 11

Low43 29High

Weather

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

The price of petrol will
come down by Rs 9.5,
while the diesel will be
cheaper by Rs 7 as Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman announced a
sharp cut in central excise
duty on fuel prices amid
surging inflation.

The central excise duty
on petrol has been cut by
Rs 8 per litre and the
same on diesel has been
cut by Rs 6 per litre, said
Ms Sitharaman. The gov-
ernment says it will lose
Rs 1 lakh crore by taking
the cut on central excise
duties.

The Minister exhorted
states to implement a
similar cut and pass on
the benefit to the com-
mon man. "I wish to ex-

hort all state govern-
ments, especially the
states where reduction
wasn't done during the
last round (November
2021), to also implement a
similar cut and give relief
to the common man," ap-
pealed Ms Sitharaman.

Also, the government
will give Rs 200 per cylin-
der subsidy to Ujjwala
Yojana beneficiaries for
12 cylinders in a year to
help ease some of the
burden arising from

cooking gas rates rising
to record levels.

Bijapur, May 21: 

A jawan from the
Chhattisgarh Armed
Force (CAF) sustained in-
juries when a pressure im-
provised explosive device
(IED) planted by Naxals
exploded in Bijapur dis-
trict on Saturday, police
said.

This was a second such
blast in the area in the last
one week.

The blast took place
around 2.40 pm between
Pandemurga and Bangoli
villages under Nelasnar
police station limits,
where a team of the CAF's
8th battalion was out for
an area domination opera-
tion, a senior officer said.

The patrolling team had
launched the operation
from Nelasnar camp, and
was cordoning off the area
along Indravati river,
when constable Tham
Singh stepped on a pres-
sure IED connection, trig-

gering the explosion, he
said.

The jawan, a native of
Korba district, sustained
serious injuries on his legs
and was taken to a pri-
mary health centre in
Nelasnar, from where he
was shifted to Dantewada
district hospital, the offi-
cer said.

A search operation is
currently underway in the
area, he added.

Earlier on May 14, a
CRPF jawan sustained se-
rious injuries in a similar
blast near Pandemurga
village, following which
security personnel had re-
covered 3 kg of IED from
the spot.

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

The water supply situa-
tion in the national capital
has deteriorated further as
the Wazirabad pond level
has now dropped to 668.3
feet, the lowest this year,
against the normal of
674.5 feet, officials said on
Saturday.

"Since the Yamuna river
is almost dry, we are di-
verting water from the
Carrier Lined Canal (CLC)
and the Delhi Sub Branch
(DSB) towards Wazirabad.
As a result, the water pro-
duction at Haiderpur
Phase I and Phase II and
Bawana water treatment
plants has been hit," an of-
ficial said.

Water in north Delhi,
northwest Delhi, west
Delhi and parts of south
Delhi will be available at
low pressure till the situa-
tion improves, the Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) said in a
statement.

Bilaspur, May 21 (PTI): 

Four persons were
killed after a mini goods
vehicle they were travel-
ling in collided with a
truck in Chhattisgarh's
Bilaspur district, police
said on Saturday.

The accident took place
late night on Friday on
Bilaspur-Mungeli road
under Takhatpur police
station's jurisdiction when
the deceased were heading
to Jarhagaon village from
Takhatpur, an official said.

While three occupants
of the goods vehicle died
on the spot in the collision,
another succumbed to his
injuries in a local hospital,
he said.

The deceased were iden-
tified as Bhuneshwar
Sahu (36), Omprakash

Verma (22), Raghuveer
Sahu (24) and Mahesh
Sahu (40), he said, adding
that Mahesh was the
nephew of former BJP MP
from Bilaspur constituen-
cy Lakhanlal Sahu.

Jaipur, May 21 (PTI): 

An Army soldier was ar-
rested for sharing confi-
dential and strategic infor-
mation about the force
with a woman Pakistani
agent, a top intelligence of-
ficial said Saturday.

Posted in Jodhpur as a
gunner, Pradeep Kumar
was in contact with the
woman agent of the
Pakistani intelligence
agency, he said, adding
that the gunner was ar-
rested after his movement
was kept under surveil-
lance for several days.

It was observed that the
soldier was in contact with
the Pakistani agent
through Facebook and
WhatsApp and was shar-
ing confidential informa-
tion with her, the officer

added. The accused was
taken into custody on May
18 for interrogation and
then arrested, the official
said adding that Kumar, a
Uttarakhand native, was
recruited only three years
ago.

Kumar had received a
call on his mobile phone
from the woman nearly six
months ago with the caller
identifying herself as a
military nursing service
worker in Bangalore, the
official said.

She seduced Kumar into
meeting her in Delhi and
proposed to get married to
him, the official said,
adding once Kumar was
honey-trapped, she began
tricking him into parting
with confidential informa-
tion and documents
through social media.

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

A city court on Saturday
granted bail to Delhi
University Associate
Professor Ratan Lal, who
was arrested a day earlier
for his alleged objection-
able social media post on
claims of a 'Shivling' at the
Gyanvapi mosque in
Varanasi.

The court granted relief
to Lal on furnishing a per-
sonal bond of Rs 50,000
and one surety of like
amount.

Lal was arrested under
Indian Penal Code sec-
tions 153A (promoting en-
mity between different
groups on grounds of reli-
gion, race, place of birth,
residence, language, etc.,
and doing acts prejudicial

to maintenance of harmo-
ny) and 295A (deliberate
act to outrage religious
feelings of any class by in-
sulting its religion) by the
Delhi Police.

An FIR was lodged
against Lal on Tuesday
night based on a com-
plaint filed by a Delhi-
based lawyer.

In his complaint, advo-
cate Vineet Jindal alleged
that Lal had recently
shared a "derogatory, incit-
ing and provocating tweet
on the Shivling".

Left-affiliated All India
Students Association
(AISA) activists on
Saturday staged a protest
outside Delhi University's
Arts Faculty against the
arrest of Lal, who teaches
at the Hindu College.

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

In a sharp retort to
Rahul Gandhi on his com-
ments quoting unnamed
European bureaucrats
that the Indian Foreign
Service has completely
changed and become arro-
gant, External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on
Saturday said it is called
defending national inter-
est.

Reacting to the
Congress leader's re-
marks, Jaishankar tweet-
ed that the change in the
Indian Foreign Service is a
reflection of confidence.

"Yes, the Indian Foreign
Service has changed. Yes,
they follow the orders of
the Government. Yes, they
counter the arguments of
others. ''No, it's not called

Arrogance," Jaishankar
said. "It is called
Confidence. And it is
called defending National
Interest (sic)," the minister
said. At the 'Ideas for India'
conference in London,
Gandhi slammed the BJP
government at the Centre
on multiple fronts and al-
leged that the "deep state"
in India is attacking insti-
tutions and capturing
them. In the interactive
session, Gandhi also criti-
cised the Indian Foreign
Service.

"I was talking to some
bureaucrats from Europe
and they were saying that
the Indian foreign service
has completely changed,
they do not listen to any-
thing. They are arrogant...
There is no conversation,"
he said.

Vadodara, May 21 (PTI): 

India's "traditional rural
way of living" has been
providing lessons to the
world community as it
faces the climate change
crisis, President Ram
Nath Kovind said on
Saturday.

The president addressed
a `Yuva Shivir' (youth
camp) organised by Shree
Swaminarayan Temple at
Kundaldham in Gujarat's
Vadodara district through
a pre-recorded video mes-
sage. He was happy to be
speaking before the camp
"organized with the sacred
purpose of instilling life-
values of the Indian Vedic
Sanatan culture in the
younger generation," he
said. "India's traditional
rural way of living has

been guiding the world
community which is bat-
tling the challenges of cli-
mate change. All of us can
save our Earth by protect-
ing the environment and
treating nature in a com-
passionate way. By protect-
ing our rivers, ponds,
trees, seeds, cows and all
living beings, mankind
can also be saved," Kovind

said. He appreciated the
initiatives taken by the
temple to protect the envi-
ronment.

"While Gujarat has pre-
sented a tableau of indus-
trial progress in front of
the country, the example of
natural farming and zero
budget agriculture has
also been put forward," the
president said, referring to
the effort of the temple to
encourage organic farm-
ing and cultivate
Ayurvedic and herbal me-
dicinal plants which are
distributed free of cost to
the needy. The youth play
an important role in the
progress of society and na-
tion, and there is a need to
give them proper guidance
for leading a smooth and
addiction-free life, Kovind
said.

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

The "deep state" in India
is "chewing" the Indian
state much like in
Pakistan, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi has said in a
frontal attack on the Modi
government, provoking a
predictable backlash
Saturday from the ruling
party which branded him a
"part-time, immature, un-
successful leader" who be-
trayed the country with his
remarks made on foreign
soil.

During an interactive
session at the 'Ideas for
India' conference in
London on Friday, Gandhi
not only mounted a
scathing attack on the BJP
government but also ex-
tended an olive branch to

regional parties who he
had angered with his com-
ment that they were not ca-
pable of taking on the saf-
fron party for want of ide-
ology. In a blistering as-
sault, Gandhi said the soul
of India is under attack
from the BJP and "a soul
without a voice means
nothing and what has hap-
pened is that India's voice
has been crushed".

Gandhi alleged India's
voice has been crushed by
the institutional frame-
work of the country itself

which is becoming parasit-
ical. "So, the deep state, the
CBI, the ED, is now chew-
ing the Indian state and
eating it, much like in
Pakistan," he asserted.

An angry BJP shot back
on Saturday, accusing
Gandhi of harming India
in his "hate" against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
and alleged his frequent
critical remarks about the
country from foreign soil
amounted to "betrayal".

BJP spokesperson
Gaurav Bhatia launched a
sharp attack on the
Congress leader for his re-
marks at the London event
where Gandhi accused the
ruling party of spreading
"kerosene all over the coun-
try, you need one spark and
we will be in big trouble".

CENTRE’S BIG MOVE ON INFLATION

Fuel prices cut, subsidy
on gas cylinders

Fi
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Under pressure, the govern-
ment on Saturday cut excise
duty on petrol by a record Rs 8
per litre and that on diesel by
Rs 6 per litre to give relief to
consumers battering under
high fuel prices that has also
pushed inflation to a multi-year
high. The excise duty cut will
translate into a reduction of Rs
9.5 a litre on petrol and Rs 7 a
litre in diesel after taking into
account its impact on other
levies. Petrol price in Delhi will
from Sunday cost Rs 95.91 a
litre as against Rs 105.41 a litre
currently while diesel will cost
Rs 89.67 a litre as opposed to
Rs 96.67 a litre now.

Petrol price cut by 
Rs 9.5/L, diesel by Rs 7/L

CAF jawan injured in Naxal blast

The blast took place around 2.40 pm between
Pandemurga and Bangoli villages under Nelasnar po-
lice station limits, where a team of the CAF's 8th bat-
talion was out for an area domination operation.

The patrolling team had launched the operation
from Nelasnar camp, and was cordoning off the area
along Indravati river, when constable Tham Singh
stepped on a pressure IED connection, triggering the
explosion.

The jawan, a native of Korba district, sustained seri-
ous injuries on his legs and was taken to a primary
health centre in Nelasnar, from where he was shifted
to Dantewada district hospital. A search operation is
currently underway in the area.This was a second
such blast in the area in the last one week.

About the blast

SHIVLING REMARKS CASE

DU Prof Ratan Lal granted bail 

Delhi University Professor
Ratan Lal, who was earlier

arrested by Delhi Police for his
social media post related to

Gyanvapi Mosque case, being
produced at Tis Hazari Court

in New Delhi, Saturday.

Honey-trapped soldier
caught sharing info

Four killed as truck
rams mini goods vehicle 

The accident took place late
night on Friday on Bilaspur-
Mungeli road under Takhatpur
police station's jurisdiction
when the deceased were
heading to Jarhagaon village
from Takhatpur. While three
occupants of the goods vehi-
cle died on the spot in the col-
lision, another succumbed to
his injuries in a local hospital.
The collision was so severe
that police had to use a gas
cutter and JCB machine to cut
open the vehicle to pull out
two bodies from it.

About the mishap

TRIBUTE TO RAJIV GANDHI

Congress President Sonia Gandhi pays tribute to former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his death anniversary, at his
memorial Vir Bhumi in New Delhi, Saturday. 

BJP ‘deep state’ chewing
India like Pak: Rahul in UK

Delhi water supply
situation worsens

‘India’s traditional rural way of living
guiding world community’

President Ram Nath Kovind

Yes, IFS has changed:
Jaishankar replies to Rahul

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

Power generation by do-
mestic coal-based plants
that blended imported dry
fuel has more than dou-
bled to 143 million units
(MU) per day in May com-
pared to 66 MU in the same
month a year ago, accord-
ing to official data.

Several measures taken
by the Ministry of Power
in recent past have en-
sured increased power
generation in domestic
coal-based (DCB) plants as
well as (imported coal-
based) ICB plants.

The data showed that
power generation per day
during May 2022 increased
as compared to May 2021.

Power generation per
day from coal blending in
DCB plants more than
doubled from 66 MU to 143

MU while generation from
imported coal-based
plants rose from 145 MU to
160 MU. Total power gener-
ation per day through im-
ported coal during May
2022 increased to 303 MU
as compared to 211 MU in
May 2021. Power generated
per day from domestic coal
has risen from 2,465 MU to
3,244 MU.

The Power Ministry has
taken various steps recent-
ly to operationalise the
non-operational power
plants specially ICB
plants.

Efforts are also being
made to supplement the
domestic coal supply.
Regular meetings and dis-
cussions are being held
with states, Gencos and
IPPs to track the progress
of coal stocks, transporta-
tion and import of coal.

Power generation doubles in
May on imported coal blending
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Bhilai, May 21: Divisional
Commissioner Mahadev
Kavre chaired a review
meeting of all the heads of
departments the other day
at Durg. Divisional
Commissioner highlighted
some important points con-
necting the administration
and the common citizen. He
said that the purpose of ad-
ministration is to ensure the
reach of government plans
even to the last beneficiary.

All officers should work
with this basic mantra. In
view of the increasing heat,
he asked the civic body staff
to be alert for continuous
monitoring on the water
supply system and to work
for making all the city
wards tanker-free.

He also discussed some
special points in the meet-
ing. This included non-avail-
ability of old age and other
pensions to the villagers. He
spoke about setting up spe-
cial camps in gram panchay-
ats and asked to link the ac-
count with Aadhaar so that

the villagers can get the ben-
efit of DBT without any hin-
drance. Apart from this, he
asked the concerned officers
of CSPDCL to solve the
problem of electricity aris-
ing from overload in sum-
mer. In many places, the citi-
zens are not getting the ben-
efit of the government's
electricity bill rebate
scheme. He asked the offi-
cials to make a checklist so
that people can get benefits.

Apart from this, he asked
the officers to be transpar-
ent about how the benefits of
the major schemes of the
government should reach
the beneficiary in an acces-
sible manner. He said that
the SHGs working in
Gauthans must get payment
for their works at the earli-
est. He added that solar

power devices, activities like
fish farming, nursery, poul-
try farming as well as LED
bulbs and production of logs
from cow dung and other ac-
tivities are to be promoted
in Gauthans.

He talked about creating
such an eco-system for gov-
ernment schemes so that
the dependence on the exter-
nal market is eliminated. He
asked to use the vegetables
produced in the bari for
mid-day meal and
Anganwadi etc. He ex-
pressed happiness on com-
ing to know that more than 3
activities are going on in 185
Gauthans of the district.

Divisional Commissioner
Mahadev Kavre also con-
ducted a special discussion
about the upcoming Kharif
crop. He asked to increase

the production of vermi-
compost manure in
Gauthans so that the farm-
ers of the district do not de-
pend on DAP and other
chemical fertilizers. He
asked the farmers to moti-
vate the concerned officials
for crop diversification so
that farmers can become
part of the schemes of the
government and get fair
price for their crops.

Apart from this, the
scrutiny of chit fund appli-
cations, law and order situa-
tion, paddy lifting, milling
and rice status, multi activi-
ty by self-help groups under
NGGB, establishment of
rural industrial park, estab-
lishment and operation of
C-Mart, status of MGNRE-
GA works, revenue related
activities, preparation for

the upcoming crop, status of
Jal Jeevan Mission, struc-
ture of Swami Atmanand
schools and arrangement of
teachers, rural Haat Bazar,
school toilets, rain water
harvesting status in govern-
ment buildings, urban slum
health plan, action plan for
the maintenance and con-
struction of roads and re-
pair of electricity system
under CSPDCL, etc were
also discussed.

Collector Dr Sarveshwar
Narendra Bhure expressed
gratitude to Commissioner
Mahadev Kavre for his guid-
ance. Apart from this,
Additional Collector
Padmini Bhoi, Durg
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi, Bhilai Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Prakash Kumar Surve,
Bhilai Charoda Municipal
Corporation Commissioner
Kirtiman Rathore, Risali
Municipal Corporation
Commissioner Ashish
Dewangan, and Heads of all
departments were present
in the meeting.

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 21: Director
Incharge Trophy 2022 Inter
Alumni Tennis Ball Cricket
Tournament organised by
Officers Association, SAIL-
Bhilai Steel Plant was inau-
gurated on May 20, 2022 at
Sector-1 Cricket Ground,
Bhilai.

Manash Biswas, ED
(Mines & Rowghat), KK
Singh, ED (P & A), AK
Bhatta, ED (Projects),
Anjani Kumar, ED (Works),
SN Abidi, CGM I/c
(Services), NK Banchhor,
SEFI Chairman were pres-
ent on the dais. The digni-
taries were welcomed with
saplings. The welcome ad-
dress was given by NK
Bancchor, President,
Officers Association and
SEFI Chairman. The objec-
tive of the tournament is to
infuse Team spirit along
with energy in the Bhilai

collective, he said.
All Executive Directors

present addressed the gath-
ering. They extended their
best wishes to the teams.
They stated that sportsman
spirit will be fostered
through his game, giving
impetus to better perform-
ance. All ED's met the mem-
bers of the Alumni teams
and boosted their morale.

NK Bancchor, President,
Officers Association and

SEFI Chairman, Parvinder
Singh, General Secretary,
Ajay Kumar, SEFI
Nominee, Ankur Mishra,
Treasurer, Nikhil Pethe,
Vice-President 1, GP Soni,
Vice-President 2, Remy
Thomas, Secretary-1,
Akhilesh Mishra,
Secretary-2, SR Jakhad,
DGM (S, C & CA) were pres-
ent as special guests. The
vote of thanks was pro-
posed by Parvinder Singh,

General Secretary. The pro-
gramme was compeered
with enthusiastic commen-
tary by Satyawan Nayak,
Senior Manager (PR).

A l u m n i
(College/Institute/Universi
ty) Cricket Teams from
Bhilai Steel Plant are par-
ticipating in the tourna-
ment. 17 teams are partici-
pating in the tournament
from College / Institute /
University Alumni. 35

matches will be played in
the tournament.

An exhibition match was
played between DIC 11
team and OA 11 team as
part of the inauguration of
the tournament. DIC
Eleven was led by K K
Singh, ED (P & A) while OA
11 was led by NK Banchhor,
President, Officers
Association and SEFI
Chairman. DIC 11 team
won the friendly match.

Principal administers oath 
on Anti-Terrorism Day at 

Durg Science College
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 21: Anti-
Terrorism Day was cele-
brated in the auditorium
of Government
Vishwanath Yadav
Tamaskar Post Graduate
Autonomous College,
Durg (Chhattisgarh). This
day is observed to express
solidarity on the martyr-
dom day of the former
Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi.

College Principal Dr RN
Singh addressing the staff
members and students,
said that terrorism is dan-
gerous for the country and
the society. Creating an en-
vironment of peace and
tolerance in our country,

we should try to save
human life values with un-
derstanding and opposing
the disruptive forces. After
the address, the Anti-
Terrorism Pledge was ad-
ministered to all the mem-
bers by the Principal.

Senior professor of the
college Dr MA Siddiqui,
NCC Commander Dr OP
Gupta, Dr Abhinesh
Surana, Dr Qamar Talat,
Dr SN Jha, Dr Gayatri

Pandey, Dr Prachi Singh,
NSS Student's Unit
Program Officer Dr
Meena Mann, and
Student's Unit NSS Officer
Prof Janendra Kumar
Diwan, Sports Officer
Laxmendra Kuldeep, Head
Clerk Sanjay Yadav, Salim
Ahmed, Satendra Kumar
Soni, and NSS students
and staff including volun-
teer Dalnayak Lewis
Kumar were present.

Police officer found hanging in hotel room 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 21: An
Assistant Sub Inspector of
Durg Police was found
hanging in a hotel room
on Saturday morning. The
deceased was Farukh
Sheikh (54), a resident of
Police Lines Durg. He was
found hanging in a room
at Hotel Suvidha in
Chhawani. The room was
bolted from inside. The
body was hanging with a
stole to the ceiling fan.

Prima facie it appears
that the police officer had
committed suicide. He
was recently attached to
Police Lines due to his in-
volvement in a Hit and
Run case in which a youth
was killed. According to
sources, he was in stress
due to some family dis-
putes also.

According to informa-

tion, ASI Farukh Sheikh
was earlier posted at
Chhawani Police Station.
He often used to stay at
Hotel Suvidha situated in
front of Basant Talkies in
Power House. On Friday
evening also, he reached
the hotel with his friend.
They reportedly con-
sumed liquor and later his

friend left.
Farukh was alone at the

hotel room on the inter-
vening night of Saturday.
On Saturday morning, his
friend tried to contact him
on mobile phone but he
did not reply. When
Farukh did not respond to
the mobile calls, his friend
informed the police after

which a team from
Chhawani Police Station
reached the spot.

They broke the door to
enter the room and found
Farukh Sheikh hanging.
Forensic team was called
in to conduct a crime
scene investigation. Any
suicide note was not recov-
ered from the spot. After

preparing an inquest, the
body was sent for autopsy.

ASI Farukh Sheikh was
recently attached to Police
Lines as a punishment.
On May 08, a speeding car
had hit two bikers near
Police Lines in Durg. One
of the bikers identified as
Akash Tandi of Utkal
Nagar was killed in this
hit and run case. During
investigation, it was dis-
covered that the car be-
longed to ASI Farukh
Sheikh.

Taking the matter into
cognizance, SP had at-
tached him to Police
Lines. He was highly
stressed due to some fami-
ly disputes also. ASI
Farukh Sheikh had earli-
er worked at Anjora,
Pulgaon and Utai Police
Stations. Police have
lodged a case and investi-
gations are on.

Inter Alumni Cricket Tournament 
Director I/c Trophy 2022 inaugurated

Students learn to prepare resume
at Skill Development workshop 

Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 21: On  the
third day of workshop
Nikhar being organised at
Shri Shankaracharya
Mahavidyalaya, the par-
ticipants learnt to prepare
resume. Rajat Singh
trained the students for
the interviews, soft skills
and personality develop-

ment.
A day before students

were asked to bring their
resume. The trainer read
the resume and corrected
them. He briefed about the
introduction part that
plays an important role in
personality. He said three
important part of person-
ality development are :
Personal part, Technical

part, confidence part.
He further explained

why we add hobbies in our
resume, because the man-
ager who is taking your
interview connect with
you personally and at
human level. Finally the
session ended by the train-
ing of cat walk given by
INIFD faculties Ms Soniya
and Ms Harsha.

Renovated Nana-Nani Park opened for public
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 21: Nana
Nani Park extremely pop-
ular among grandparents
and children situated at
the heart of Durg city has
been renovated and dedi-
cated to public. The Durg
Mayor Dheeraj Bakliwal
and MLA Durg (Urban)
and RN Verma, dedicated
the park to public.

Here it needs a mention
that Arun Vora, Mayor
Dheeraj Bakliwal and
Durg Municipal
Commissioner Haresh
Mandavi had taken up the
responsibility to renovate
and decorate it, which is in
progress and the Park has
gained in scenic beauty.

This park is being deco-
rated with beautiful lights
and would definitely pro-

vide a great place of recre-
ation for the citizens of the
city. During the dedication
programme those present
included MIC members
Abdul Gani, Deepak Sahu,
Sanjay Kohle, Councilor
Bhaskar Kundale,
Horticulture Inspector
Anil Singh, Ajay Mishra,
Rajkumar Pali and Vikas

Yadav.
The role and hard work

of public representatives
and officers and employ-
ees is paying off. In-charge
of Environment and
Horticulture Department
Satyavati Verma is also
monitoring this work con-
tinuously. The Durg and
municipal Commissioner

are also inspecting the
progress of the beautifica-
tion work from time to
time. The officials are also
constantly reviewing the
progress are being moti-
vated to do better work
beautifully. As a result of
which today Grandparents
Nana Nani is shining in a
new form, soon dedicated

to the public.
Dada Dadi Nana Nani

Park is located in the heart
of Durg and is one of the
bustling tourist places of
Chhattisgarh. The park
has got a unique name
which means Grandfather
and Grandmother's Park.
The Park has a play zone, a
comfortable seating area.

Efforts to increase
export potential of

agro-based products 
Central Chronicle News

Bhilai, May 21:
District Collector Dr
Sarveshwar Narendra
Bhure chaired a virtu-
al meeting of the
District Export
Promotion Committee
the other day. The
meeting was attended
by Lead Bank Officers
from Bank of Baroda,
DGFT, MSME, State
Level Office bearers
from Chhattisgarh
Chamber of
Commerce and other
concerned officers
from the district.

Action plan was dis-
cussed after selecting
'one district - one prod-
uct' on the basis of the
products being export-
ed from the district.
Durg District Collector
gave his suggestion to
include tomato, rice,
steel and inorganic
chemicals in the export
list from the district.

Apart from this, he
also directed the offi-
cials of the concerned
department to make
available the informa-
tion sought in the draft
plan to the District
Trade and Industries
Center, Durg.

The Collector said

that tomato production
is being done on a large
scale in the district and
Dhamdha block is also
producing other veg-
etables on a large scale.
Along with this, paddy
is produced on a large
scale in the district.

Therefore, keeping
the agricultural prod-
ucts in the export list
will be very beneficial
for the farmers of the
district. He further
said that the district
has immense potential
for the food processing
industry which can be
exported to other coun-
tries.

A Committee for
District Export
Promotion has also
been constituted. This
committee will work to
remove problems of ex-
porters by establishing
coordination between
various departments of
the Central and State
Government.

This committee will
work to create a con-
ducive environment
for the exporters. Dr
Sampark Kumar, RK
Srivastava, SS Rajput,
KC Thomas, Rachit
Jain and Suresh
Thakur attended the
virtual meeting.

Making the benefits reach to the last person is administration’s responsibility: Kavre

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2211:: Annual prize
distribution ceremony of the
Town Official Language
Implementation Committee
(NARAKAS) was held on
Friday. Prizes were distributed
among the winners of different
categories for the year 2021.
Under the category of prizes
for the member organisations,
Bank of Baroda, Regional
Office, Durg was honoured
with the Agraganya Award for
the year 2021. Deputy Regional
Head Siddharth Verma re-
ceived this award from BSP
Director I/c Anirban
Chaudhary. Further, the staff
of Bank of Baroda won differ-
ent prizes of personal category
in various competitions. In all,
BoB bagged six prizes in this
award function.

BoB receives
Agraganya Award 

Rajiv Gandhi's
achievement cannot
be forgotten: Qureshi

BBhhiillaaii,,  MMaayy  2211:: On the occasion of
31st death anniversary of martyr
Rajiv Gandhi, former minister of
Chhattisgarh Badruddin Qureshi
laid a wreath at the life-size stat-
ue of former Prime Minister set
up in Khursipar and observed two
minutes silence to pay tribute.
Congressmen who accompanied
him took a pledge to walk on the
mentioned paths. Speaking on
the occasion he said that during
the term of Rajiv Gandhi as Prime
Minister of the country for the
purpose of taking forward the
youth of the country, he changed
the voting age to 18 years from
the existing voting age of 21
years. Today, mobiles and com-
puters are being seen in every vil-
lage of the country, the rights
given to women in the Panchayati
State, it is the gift of Rajiv Gandhi.
Thus, the new schemes that were
started by the former Prime
Minister to take the country for-
ward can never be forgotten. 
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RAINS BRING RELIEF

Rains lashed Raipur on Saturday evening giving relief to the people from scorching heat.

Raipur, May 21:

Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel virtual-
ly released an amount of
Rs 1804 crore 50 lakh to
more than 26 lakh 68
thousand farmers, land-
less agricultural labor-
ers, livestock farmers
and women Self-Help
Groups associated with
Gauthans at a  pro-
gramme organized at his
residence office in
Raipur on death anniver-
sary of former Prime
Minister Bharat Ratna
Late Rajiv Gandhi on
Saturday. Extending his
congratulations to the
farmers, landless agri-
cultural laborers, cattle
rearers and women
SHGs of the state, the
Chief Minister said that
Chhattisgarh is the first
state in the country,
which has ensured ‘eco-
nomic and social justice
for all’ through Nyay
Yojana.

“In the last three
years, Chhattisgarh gov-
ernment has undertaken
several fruitful steps for
the welfare of farmers
and deprived sections of
the society. This includes
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana, Godhan
Nyay Yojana, Rajiv
Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana,
Suraji Gaon Yojana,

Narva-Garwa-Ghurwa-
Bari programme,
Mahatma Gandhi Rural
Industrial Park, procure-
ment of 65 types of
minor forest produce on
support price, hike in
Tendupatta collection
rate, and establishment
of C-Mart. We are con-
stantly expanding scope
of each scheme and pro-
grammes to make it
more effective”, said
Baghel.

Speaking about expan-
sion of scope of Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Chief Minister
said that farmers doing
cultivation of major
Kharif and horticulture
crops, Kodo, Kutki, Ragi
and farmers doing tree
plantation on agricultur-
al land have been includ-
ed under the scope of
scheme. An input sub-
sidy of Rs 1720 crore 11
lakh has been given as
the first installment this
year. A total input sub-
sidy of about Rs.6900
crores will be given to
the farmers this year. On
this occasion, the Chief
Minister also released Rs

71 crore 8 lakh 4 thou-
sand as the first install-
ment of the year 2022-23
to 3 lakh 55 thousand 402
beneficiaries under the
Rajiv Gandhi Grameen
Bhumiheen Krishi
Mazdoor Nyay Yojana.
He said that the annual
assistance provided
under the scheme has
now been increased from
Rs 6 thousand to Rs 7
thousand. Baghel trans-
ferred a total of Rs 13
crore 31 lakh to cow dung
vendors, Gauthan com-
mittees and women self-
help groups under
Godhan Nyay Yojana.

This includes Rs 11
crore 14 lakh to Gauthan
committees and women
SHGs and Rs 2 crore 17
lakh to the cow dung col-
lectors. A total dividend
of Rs 110 crore has been
paid to women self-help
groups and Gauthan
committees so far.
Similarly, a total amount
of Rs 140.71 crore has
been released to the ben-
eficiaries in the lieu of
purchase of cow dung.
Agriculture and Water
Resources Minister

Ravindra Choubey,
Revenue Minister Jai
Singh Agrawal also ad-
dressed this programme
through video conferenc-
ing. They said that the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment under the leader-
ship of Chief Minister
Baghel is working for the
upliftment of all sections
of the society. The public
friendly policies of the
government have bought
prosperity and a positive
change in all sections of
the society.

The Agriculture
Minister said that in the
last three years, the
Chhattisgarh govern-
ment has deposited
about Rs one lakh crore
into the accounts of
farmers, landless labor-
ers, forest produce col-
lectors and beneficiaries
of Godhan Nyay Yojana.
During the programme,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr Kamal
Preet Singh gave infor-
mation about Rajiv
Gandhi Kisan Nyay
Yojana, Godhan Nyay
Yojana and Bhumiheen
Krishi Mazdoor Nyay

Yojana through a presen-
tation.

Adviser to the Chief
Minister Pradeep
Sharma, Chief Secretary
Amitabh Jain,
Additional Chief
Secretary Subrat Sahoo,
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Dr Kamal
Preet Singh, Tribal
Welfare Department
Secretary DD Singh,
Revenue Secretary NN
Ekka, Agriculture
Secretary Dr S
B h a r a t h i d a s a n ,
Agriculture Director
Yashwant Kumar along
with other senior offi-
cials were present on the
occasion. In this pro-
gramme, ministers, par-
liamentary secretaries,
legislators, other public
representatives, farmers,
laborers, women SHGs
and villagers from across
the state participated on-
line.

An amount of Rs 11
thousand 180 crore has
been paid to the farmers
of the state under the
Rajiv Gandhi Kisan
Nyay Yojana in the last
two years. After the pay-
ment of Rs 1720 crore 11
lakh today, this amount
has been increased to Rs
12 thousand 900 crores 21
lakh. After including the
amount of Rs 122 crore
24 lakh paid so far to
farmers of the state cul-
tivating sugarcane, this
figure will increase to Rs
13 thousand 22 crores 45
lakh. Similarly, an
amount of Rs 250 crore
40 lakh has been paid so
far to cow dung vendors,
Gauthan committees and
women SHGs under the
Godhan Nyay Yojana.

State Govt is ensuring economic and social
justice for all through Nyay Yojana: CM

Virtually releases an amount of Rs 1804.50 crore to bank accounts of farmers, agricultural laborers, cattle rearers and women SHGs

 Despite the 
challenges, input
subsidy given for the
third consecutive
year to the farmers
of Chhattisgarh
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Raipur, May 21: Chief
Executive Officer of
Raipur Development
Authority (RDA)
Chandrakant Verma on
Saturday said that con-
struction speed of the
under-construction flats in
Kamal Vihar Scheme

would be increased to en-
sure that those who have
been allotted flats under
the various schemes, get it
at the earliest. Verma
made the above statement
during his visit to Sector 4
to inspect the construction
works of the flats in
Kamal Vihar scheme. He
claimed that RDA is pro-

viding flats to the people
from EWS and LIG group
at a reasonable price in
comparison to the private
builders. He said that the
above factor has resulted
in sale of property worth
Rs 79.71 crore in the month
of April. During the visit,
the CEO also inspected the
33KV substation being es-
tablished at Sector 1 in
Kamal Vihar. He also in-
spected the construction
works being going on in
Sector 11B, Sector 12 and
13. Superintendent
Engineer MS Pandey,
Executive Engineer
(Electrical) Suresh
Kunjam, Sub Engineers
Kirti Kamro, Rakesh
Manhare and Vivek Sinha
were also present during
the inspection.

RDA to speed up 
construction of flats:Verma
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Raipur, May 21:
C h h a t t i s g a r h
Legislative Assembly
Speaker Dr Charandas
Mahant on Saturday
paid rich tributes to for-
mer Prime Minister late

Rajiv Gandhi remember-
ing him as creator of
Computer Revolution in
the 21st Century in
India. Dr Mahant
termed him to be the
Architect of Modern
India for his role as the
youngest Prime
Minister of the country.
He said that late Rajiv
Gandhi had taken sever-
al decisions which had
resulted in development
of the nation. He added
that expansion of educa-
tion, voting rights to
youth on attaining the
age of 18 years and
Panchayati-raj system
was given by late Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

Central Chronicle News

Raipur, May 21:
Chhattisgarh Pradesh
Chess Association
(CPCA) will be organizing
CM Trophy Chess tourna-
ment in the month of
September in which near-
ly 500 players from 20
countries would be partic-
ipating. Providing the
above information at a
press conference here, the
CPCA President
Raghvendra Singhania
and General Secretary
Vinod Rathi said that
main objective behind or-
ganizing the mega Chess
event is to establish the
popular game in
Chhattisgarh also. They

said that it would help the
budding players from
Chhattisgarh to show
cause their talent.

They further informed
that a two-day state-level
selection trials would be
held on June 18 and 19
under Chess In Schools
programme. Six players
would be selected for the
Olympiad to be held at
Mahabalipuram in

Chennai so that they can
get exposure to the
International players in-
cluding Grand Masters
and would also be part of
various trainings at na-
tional level. They said
that it would be unique
opportunity provided by
All India Chess
Federation which has al-
lowed six players from
Chhattisgarh to attend

the Olympiad to be held
from July 28 to August 10
in Chennai.

They said that 100
Schools would be associat-
ed under the Chess In
Schools campaign in
C h h a t t i s g a r h .
Association Treasurer
Pradeep Das and
Secretary Hemant Kunte
were also present during
the press conference.

Nearly 500 players to participate in CM Trophy Chess tournament
Raipur, May 21: The
School Education
Department has started
preparations for the new
academic session.
Teachers have to make a
roadmap for teaching chil-
dren. Education officers
can also check this
roadmap with the begin-
ning of session. The de-
partment has given in-
structions to carry out
painting and repairs in the
schools before the begin-
ning of the new academic
session. District Education
Officer AN Banjara has di-
rected BEOs and BRCCs at
a meeting to prepare the
necessary academic calen-
dar for this before the
schools open on June 16.

Every teacher will have a
road map of how they will
teach. Teachers will make
their vision to increase the
knowledge level of the
children. The District
Education Officer has di-
rected that all the informa-
tion of the School
Education Department
should be updated on the
CGSchool portal. Every
teacher’s problems should
be heard and action should
be taken for redressal of
such problems. BEO and
BRCC camps should also
be organised to redress the
problems of teachers. The
headmasters and teachers
of the schools should pre-
pare for the new session
from now on.

Teachers asked to prepare
roadmap for teaching children

Dr Mahant pays rich 
tributes to late Rajiv Gandhi

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2211:: Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel has recently
announced the reinstatement of
the old pension scheme in
Chhattisgarh. To implement this
decision, Finance Secretary
Mrs. Alarmelmangai D. has writ-
ten a letter to the Chairman of
the Pension Fund Regulatory
and Development Authority
(PFRDA), New Delhi. It is stated
in the letter that, under the new
pension scheme, the present
market value (employer and
employee joint share) of the
state government’s contribution
totals Rs 17,240 crore. This
amount should be returned to
the Chhattisgarh government
soon. Finance Secretary Smt.
Alarmelmangai D. has apprised
the Chairman of Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development
Authority, New Delhi that the
Government of Chhattisgarh
has recently introduced a new
contributory pension for all the
employees appointed in the
pensionable establishment of
the State Government on or
after November 1, 2004. In place
of the new scheme, it has been
decided to restore the old pen-
sion scheme which was effec-
tive before November 1, 2004.
This decision was approved in
the State Cabinet meeting held
on May 1, 2022. Apart from this,
a notification has been pub-
lished in the gazette by the state

government for the restoration
of the old pension scheme. The
monthly contribution of employ-
er and employee to the NPS
accounts of employees has also
been stopped with effect from
April 1, 2022. The Finance
Secretary has also conveyed in
the letter that a new GPF
(General Provident Fund)
account has been opened by the
State Government for every
employee registered with NPS.
As per the General Provident
Fund Rules, a minimum of 12
percent of a government
employee’s basic salary employ-
ees will be deducted, which will
be deposited in the
Chhattisgarh General Provident
Fund accounts of government
employees. The present market
value of the total amount of gov-
ernment contribution in the NPS
accounts received from the
NSDL will be used to meet
future pension liabilities and will
be kept in a separate pension
fund under the Public Account
of the State Government. The
Finance Secretary has also
informed that the principal
amount contributed by the
employees in their NPS
accounts will be transferred to
the Chhattisgarh General
Provident Fund Account of the
employees.  Under the rules of
the Chhattisgarh General
Provident Fund, Interest will be

payable by the state govern-
ment w.e.f.  November 1, 2004
as per interest-related instruc-
tions issued from time to time.
The difference in the current
market value of employee con-
tribution made to NPS and the
principal amount contributed by
the employees will be used to
credit the interest payable in the
General Provident Fund
accounts of the employees.
As per the data available with
the Government of
Chhattisgarh, Rs 11,850 crore
(employee and employer contri-
bution) has been transferred by
the state government to NSDL
during the period from
November 1, 2004 to March 31,
2022. According to the informa-
tion received from NSDL, the
current market value of this
amount is about Rs.17,240
crore. The Finance Secretary
has requested the Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development
Authority to refund the present
market value of the total
amount (employer and employ-
ee share combined) contributed
by the State government to
NSDL so that the Chhattisgarh
Government can initiate the
process of transfer of the
amount to the Pension Fund
under Public Accounts of the
State Government and
Chhattisgarh General Provident
Fund accounts.

Chhattisgarh government demands
PFRDA to return a sum of Rs 17240 cr

Raipur, May 21:

Raipur police caught mis-
creants who robbed a grain
trader. These miscreants
were hiding in Mana and
nearby areas. So far 11
members of the robbery
gang have been arrested
while 3 others are still ab-
sconding. Police have also
seized Rs 8 lakh, stumps
and sticks used in beating
the businessman, mobile
phones and bikes from
them. Giving information
in this matter, SP (Rural)
Kirtan Rathore said that 11
people including 2 minors
have been arrested in con-
nection with the incident
while three more miscre-
ants involved in the inci-
dent, they are still at large.
Cash has been recovered
from the arrested boys.
Some of the money was dis-
tributed by these miscre-
ants to their creditors.
According to arrested per-
sons they looted an amount
of 15 to 20 lakhs but the
trader told in FIR about rob-
bery of 50 lakhs. Now the
situation regarding the
cash will be clear as soon as

the remaining absconding
accused are caught. On the
night of 16 May, grain trad-
er Narendra Khetpal was
returning to his house from
the wholesale market of
Dumtarai. Meanwhile 9
bike riders who came from
behind surrounded him
badly with sticks and

stumps. They ran away
with a bag full of money.
The bag that the accused
fled with also contained the
details of the business-
man's bank account. After
robbing the cash, the mis-
creants had also withdrawn
money from the account on
the basis of bank details.

Eleven miscreants arrested 
for robbing businessman
Robbers say they robbed only 20 lakhs but businessman writes about Rs 50 lakhs in FIR
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Balconagar, May 21:

Bharat Aluminium
Company Limited
(BALCO), India’s iconic
aluminium producer and
a subsidiary of Vedanta
Aluminium Business,
commemorated World
Biodiversity Week with
several programmes such
as Srishti Sanrakshan
Sammelan, Fruit Orchard
Development, Pond
Restoration, etc., themed
on ‘building a shared a fu-
ture for all’.

The celebration started
with a three-day long fest,
Srishti Sanrakshan
Sammelan, which aimed
at sensitizing employees,
business partners, fami-
lies and the public at large
on the importance of and
need to conserve biodiver-
sity, even at an individual
level. Various stalls were
put up such as a
‘Transformation Stall’
which displayed informa-
tive documentaries on the

subject of Biodiversity for
the visitors, a plant stall
where local agricultural
products grown by local
farmers through organic
farming were put up for
for distribution, stalls of
Korba Forest Department
to distribute ayurvedic
products and medicinal
plants along with edifying
the visitors regarding
their utility, etc. Apart
from this, a jungle trail
was conducted for chil-
dren to inform and sensi-
tize them towards the rich
biodiversity present
around them. In order to
engage extended members
of the BALCO family, fruit
bearing plants were plant-
ed by the employees and
their family members to
develop a fruit orchard.
With the objective of reju-
venating nearby natural
water resources, around
21 ponds are being revived
under ‘Pond Restoration’
project. An interdepart-
mental selfie contest

‘Nature Connect, Social
Connect’ was organized to
further increase enthusi-
asm of the workforce on
this crucial subject.

Speaking on the impor-
tance of biodiversity con-
servation, Mr. Abhijit
Pati, CEO & Director,
BALCO, said, “World
Biodiversity Day is an ap-
propriate occasion to re-
mind all of us to intro-
spect and evaluate
whether our activities are
aligned in the direction of
biodiversity conservation
or not.

Today, when the world is
facing challenges on mul-
tiple fronts, it becomes all
the more pertinent and
important for all of us to
focus on conservation of
biodiversity. As right ac-
tion at right time can
bring transformative re-
sults, BALCO is commit-
ted towards fulfilling its
ESG goals and to trans-
form the society for good.
The efforts at individual

level are equally impor-
tant along with the efforts
at organizational level.
Hence, we are also com-
mitted to sensitise each
member of the BALCO
family to take small steps
to preserve the biodiversi-
ty in our surroundings
and contribute towards
building a shared future
for all.” BALCO has re-
cently been awarded nu-
merous prestigious
awards for its environ-
mental conservation ef-
forts such as ‘Golden
Peacock Sustainability
Award’, ‘CII HSE
Excellence Award,
Chhattisgarh’, ‘CII
Energy Excellence
Award’, ‘Sustainable
Business of the Year
Award’ and ‘Energy &
Environment Global
Environment Award’ in
recent years. This year
BALCO has been con-
ferred with ‘Best Green
Business Award’ and ‘Best
Green Excellence Award’.

Biodiversity Week celebrated with
great verve and fervor at BALCO

Konta/Sukma, May 21:   

As per the instruc-
tions of Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel, Sukma
District Collector Vineet
Nandanwar inspected
the Joint District Office.
During this, he inspect-
ed all the departments
operating in the Joint

District Office and took
stock of the presence of
department heads, offi-
cers and employees.

He himself perused
the attendance register
of all the departments
and checked the physical
presence of each officer
employee. He has di-
rected to issue notices to

the absent officer em-
ployees. Along with
this, department heads
have been directed to
take strict action against
the employees who have
been absent for a long
time. He said that after
receiving applications
from the employees tak-
ing leave, let them leave

on leave only after ap-
proval.

Follow the time dis-
cipline, all the officers
employees

The Collector has said
that the government has
increased the holidays
with the aim of increas-
ing the working efficien-
cy of our officers and
employees. All the offi-
cers and employees
should be present in the
office on working days
following the time disci-
pline. To ensure this, all
the offices were inspect-
ed today. In which most
of the officers and em-
ployees were found pres-
ent in all the depart-
ments. He has directed
all the department heads
to ensure the presence of
himself and all the em-
ployees subordinate to
him by 5:30 pm.

Collector Nandanwar inspects District Office

BBiillaassppuurr,,  MMaayy  2211:: Students of
School of Pharmacy (SOP),
Chouksey Engineering College,
Bilaspur (C.G.) gave excellent
performance in Graduate
Pharmacy Aptitude Test
(GPAT) conducted by National
Testing Agency (NTA), New
Delhi. GPAT qualified student
are eligible to take admission
in Master of Pharmacy as well
as awarded with Rs. 12,600 per
month given by All India
Council of Technical Education

(AICTE). Ms. Jaya Sahu, Tushar
Sirmaur and Hemant Soni has
secured top rank in national
level GPAT Examination. SOP
has organized special GPAT
classes for talented students of
the institute for their future
prospective. Diploma in
Pharmacy, Bachelor in
Pharmacy, Master in Pharmacy
( P h a r m a c e u t i c s ,
Pharmaceutical Chemistry,
P h a r m a c o l o g y
&Pharmacognosy) courses are

successfully run bySchool of
Pharmacy, Chouksey
Engineering College. The insti-
tute is runningResearch
Centre, for Ph.D. and research
program, which is first private
institute in Chhattisgarh. On
this occasion Managing
Director Er. Ashish Jaiswal,
Director Dr. (Mrs.)
PalakJaiswal and all faculties
of institute has shared their
best wishes for their future
endeavors.  

SOP students excel in GPAT

Jaya Sahu Tushar Sirmaur Hemant Soni

Raipur, May 21:
Rajasthan has sought the
intervention of the
Chhattisgarh government
for an early start of coal
mining to help supple-
ment fuel supplies for its
electricity-generating
projects at a time when the
state is facing a power
crunch. Rajasthan Chief
Secretary Usha Sharma
on May 19 wrote to her
Chhattisgarh counterpart
Amitabh Jain saying some
locals with the support of
a few NGOs are creating
problems in commence-
ment of mining opera-
tions in coal blocks the
state had been allocated.
The Rajasthan govern-
ment’s utility Rajasthan
Rajya Vidyut Utpadan
Nigam Limited (RRVUNL)
has invested heavily in the

commissioning of 4,400
MW of thermal power sta-
tions, which are supposed
to source coal from its
Parsa East Kanta Basan
(PEKB), Parsa and Kente
Extension coal blocks in
Chhattisgarh. The three
blocks are estimated to
have an annual production
of close to 30 million
tonne.

However, it has been
able to produce only half
of it from the first phase of
PEKB block while both
Parsa and Kente
Extension coal blocks are
yet to take off. The two
blocks have got forest
clearance and permission
has been issued for tree
felling. “However, some
local people with the sup-
port of a few NGOs are
creating problems and tak-

ing inappropriate actions
to stop the working at the
site for tree enumeration
and tree felling activity,”
Sharma wrote.

A delay in commence-
ment of mining opera-
tions shall adversely im-
pact the production of
coal, its supply and the
power generation in the
state, she said adding it
would also cause revenue
loss to Chhattisgarh.

Rajasthan may plunge
into a severe power crisis
if it fails to kick start coal
production from the sec-
ond phase of PEKB block
where it is not possible to
recover coal anymore
from the first phase. Also,
coal production from
Parsa and Kente
Extension blocks is criti-
cal for Rajasthan’s energy

security in the future.
Last year, Rajasthan pro-

cured 17 million tonne of
coal from Coal India Ltd
and 15 million tonne from
PEKB block. The supplies
from Coal India are often
disrupted on account of its
lower production. In that
case, fuel supply from its
captive coal mines is a life-
line for Rajasthan.
Rajasthan believes it is
facing hurdles on account
of misinformation spread
by a handful of activists
targeting the development
of its coal blocks. The
Rajasthan utility has
planted over 8 lakh trees to
compensate for the impact
on the local ecology to
make PEKB block the
model mine in the country.

All three — PEKB,
Parsa and Kente

Extension blocks — will be
operated by long-term
agreement for Mine
Development and
Operations (MDO) instead
of conventional and ineffi-
cient short-term contracts
for coal excavation.

In the case of MDO
model, the mine developer
and operator have to en-
sure ‘responsible mining’
practices. This compels
mining companies to ad-
dress the interests of all
the stakeholders including
the local community and
the government.

“I shall be grateful if
this matter could be re-
solved urgently at your
level and necessary direc-
tions be issued to the dis-
trict collectors of Sarguja
and Surajpur,” Sharma
added.

Rajasthan govt seeks Chhattisgarh support
to start coal mining for power projects

Raipur, May 21: 

CAIT  National Vice
President Amar Parwani,
chairman Mangelal
Maloo, Amar Gidwani,
State President Jitendra
Doshi, States Working
President, Vikram Singh
Deo, Parmanand Jain,
Vashu Makhija, State
General Secretary,
Suriender Singh, State
Working General
Secretary, Bharat Jain,
State Treasurer, Ajay
Agrawal and state media
incharge Sanjay Choubey
informed the
Confederation of All India
Traders ( CAIT) has wel-
comed the order of
Supreme Court made yes-
terday about decisions of
GST Council not binding
on Central and State
Governments. Though

this decision favours the
trading community but it
will have far reaching con-
sequences as  in the order
terming GST as a merely
recommendatory body
has put certain question
mark on the nature and
validity of GST Council.
The decision has thrashed
the belief that GST
Council having represen-
tatives of both Central &
State Governments is a
supreme body in connec-
tion with GST taxation
system. In the wake of SC
order, the CAIT has urged
the Union Finance
Minister Mrs. Nirmala
Sitharaman to take a call
for review afresh the GST
Act and rules. CAIT
National Vice President
Mr. Amar Parwani  &
State President, Mr.
Jitendra Doshi  said that

apex court decision  that
recommendations of GST
council are not binding on
the federal constituents is
expected to fracture the
mandate of GST.

If every state is made
free from the recommen-
dation of GST Council, it
will empower them to
make Laws and rules as
per their choice which
will surely bring disparity
and anomaly in GST Rules
and the basic fundamental
of GST “one-nation - one
tax’’ will be highly jeop-
ardized. Mr. Parwani   &
Mr. Doshi  said that In the
wake of SC order, how it is
expected that uniformity
in taxation system in
whole country will be
maintained in GST law &
rules. If states start taking
independent decisions on
GST issues, a whole mess

will be created across the
country. Not only this it
will curb free movement
of trade across the coun-
try. It may also have ad-
verse impact on foreign
investment in India as for-
eign companies have al-
ways advocated a single
taxation law & rules all
over the country.

Mr. Parwani   & Mr.
Doshi  said that powers of
state government to make
variation in GST laws will
encourage having differ-
ential tax structure in dif-
ferent states. GST is basi-
cally destination based
consumption tax.

Now this decision em-
powers the producing
state government to have
different policies to suit
it’s own advantage where-
as consuming states will
have to suffer.

CAIT welcomes SC order on GST 
But says it will open Pandora box

Raipur, May 21:

The Power Grid Inter-
Region Carrom
Tournament under
Power Grid Corporation
of India West Zone-1 has
begun in Raipur on
Saturday.

The tournament was
inaugurated by Power

Grid Corporation of
India West Zone-1
Executuve Director S
Ravinder Kumar in pres-
ence of R Narayan,
General Manager
Nagpur, A Basu, General
Manager (Finance) and
GK Goutam General
Manager Raipur.

The tournament has

been organised with the
objective of encouraging
promoting sportsman-
ship among the employ-
ees. Players from as many
as 11 teams across the
country are participating
in the tournament which
is being conducted
through league system in
women’s and mens (sin-

gles), women’s and men’s
(doubles) categories and
team championship. The
tournament has been or-
ganised under joint aus-
pices of Chhattisgarh
Carrom Association and
Power Grind Corporation
of India. The tournament
will conclude on 23rd
May.

Power Grid Inter-Region Carrom Tournament 

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2211::  “Our village
has 25 families and all these
families have to climb uphill
around 16 kms for two and a
half hours to reach ration shop
for food grains. And often
while returning, they have to
walk nearly 35 kms on a  dilap-
idated pathway, cross rivers,
nala, and go through various
inconveniences just to reach
home after collecting ration
from the shop. I request Chief
Minister to connect all these
families of the village to the
ration shop of nearest pan-
chayat Chhuidih, so that they
may collect ration convenient-
ly without having to travel
afar”, said Harilal, a resident of
Gadaipara. Responding to his
demands at once, Chief

Minister directed the officials
concerned to make necessary
arrangements so that the fam-
ilies of Gadaipara village may
collect ration from the shop
situated in the nearest Gram
Panchayat of Chhuidih. Chief
Minister Mr. Bhupesh Baghel is
touring various assembly con-
stituencies to directly connect
with people and to review the

implementation of government
schemes on the ground. In the
same sequence, Chief Minister
visited village Kudargarh of
Bhatgaon assembly con-
stituency in Surajpur district
on May 7, where at the
Chaupal the aforementioned
problem came to light. Taking
immediate action on their
demand, Chief Minister gave

instructions to the officials
concerned and within six days,
arrangements have been made
to provide these 25 families of
Kudargarh food grains from
the ration shop of village
Chhuidih. Now people of
Kudargarh village will no
longer have to climb uphill or
cross rivers-rocky pathways to
collect food grains from a dis-
tant ration shop. They have
now been connected to the
ration shop in the nearby gram
panchayat of Chhuidih, so that
they may collect the ration
conveniently. Chief Minister
had given instructions to make
this arrangement on May 7 and
by May 13, the beneficiaries
were enlisted at the shop of
village Chhuidih.

People no longer have to climb all the way uphill
or cross rivers to get food grains from ration shops

25 families will now get their ration at the nearest Gram Panchayat

RRaaiippuurr,,  MMaayy  2211::

The same pain has been
shared by three generations in
the past years. There is no
available record of how much
land there is and its location.
They are pursuing farming, but
due to the absence of KCC,
they cannot secure loans.
There are crops but there is no
facility for sale.

Everyone, from the farmer
Masiyaram Kode hailing from
Kohakmeta village of
Aboojhmadh to Pandruram
and Mohan Dhaneriya, is fac-
ing the same problem. As no
survey was conducted in
Aboojhmadh, there was no
mention of their lands in the
revenue records. Due to this,
they couldn’t reap any benefit
from the government
schemes. 

Today, however, there is a
smile on the faces of 1121
farmers of the Aboojhmadh
region. The Chief Minister Mr.
Bhupesh Baghel distributed
Masahati Patta to the farmers
during the Bhent Mulaqat pro-
gram in Chhotedongar.
Masiyaramn Kode, a farmer
from Aboojhmadh, said that till

now the fate of farming was in
the hands of God. There’s no
facility for irrigation on the
farms as there are no pumps.
But now, as they have received
the Masahati Patta, solar
pumps can be installed on
their farms. Farmers including
him will be able to receive
loans after the approval of
their KCC. Masiyaram said
that they used to sell paddy in
the open market at a price
between Rs. 10 – 15 till now.
But now, after the registration
in society, they will be able to
sell paddy at a support price.
At the initiative of the Chief
Minister, survey work in the

villages of the Aboojhmadh
region is being speedily con-
ducted on priority by the State
Government. Revenue survey
work in 16 villages of
Narayanpur’s Orchha develop-
ment block has been complet-
ed, and the farmers have been
provided with Masahati patta
there. After receiving
Masahati Patta, the farmers in
this region will be able to enjoy
the benefits of the State
Government schemes. They
will also be able to secure
loans from banks after they
have received the KCC.
Benefits of the Government
schemes will now be reaped:

Farmers in Aboojhmadh will
reap the benefits of
Government schemes after
receiving the Masahati Patta.
They will be able to sell paddy
after being registered in socie-
ty. They will also enjoy the
benefits of a solar pump facili-
ty for irrigation and the
schemes related to the
Agriculture and Gardening
Department. The Agriculture
Department is also distributing
seeds of different crops to
farmers and providing them
with guidance. Drip lines are
being constructed on the
farms and Poly house is being
built.

Process of the sursurvey:
The District Administration
team first sends the GPS loca-
tion of the village to IIT
Roorkee. The IIT Roorkee team
sends a big map of the area
with the help of a satellite.
After that, the Revenue
Department decides the
boundary of the farms.
Thereafter, the farm is located
with the help of the software
and the area is determined.
After the process of claim-
objection, determination of the
Patta is done.

Aboojhmadh is no longer ignorant



Geedam/Dantewada, May 21:

Culture is the introduc-
tion of social forms, physi-
cal traits, customary beliefs
and human phenomena.
Art is the creative expres-
sion of a person's experi-
ences, feelings and talents.
District Administration
Dantewada and School
Education Department is
organizing a summer camp
at Geedam and Haurnar
cluster level of Geedam
block in Government
Middle School Geedam,
which will be conducted till
May 24.

The children are being
given training on 15 disci-
plines by the experts.
Children with their talent
and skill made traditional
pot decorations, bow & ar-
rows, tumba decorations,
clay sculptures, chhind

leaves bouquets and bags,
home decoration things, en-
vironmental protection and
water conservation paint-
ings. Geedam Block
Education Officer Sheikh
Rafiq, Assistant Block
Education Officer Bhavani
Poonem, Block Resource
Coordinator Anil Sharma
observed the things made
by the children and gave in-
spiration and best wishes.
Director of Green Care
Society India and Expert
from Indian Science
Congress Association,
Department of Science &
Technology, Government of

India Amujuri Biswanath
said that art & culture play
an important role in the de-
velopment of the country
and the state.

It shows a great vision,
values, practices and defi-
nite goals. Art and culture
creativity is included in all
economic, social and other
activities. Haurnar Cluster
Coordinator Jitendra
Chauhan and Geedam
Cluster Coordinator Yogesh
Soni provided necessary
materials and conducted
the activities. Sajid Bharti,
Jitendra Yadav, Vinod
Sharma, Triveni Prasad

Mishra taught little champs
with cultural, patriotic,
Chhattisgarhi songs, dance,
drama in certain rhythm.
Mahadev Thakur, Shilpi
Chauhan, Manisha Soni,
Sarita Jain, Prabha Mishra,
Sanjita Chauhan, Abha
Yadav, Raj Kumari Sinha,
Reena Jain, Geeta Awasthi,
Geeta Rani Mriga, Bijli
Soni, Shiv Ram Wek
trained the children on
home appliances decora-
tion, painting, best out of
waste, bouquet, sculpture,
paper craft. During this all
the teachers and 85 children
attended the camp.

Sahu Samaj stake 
claim for berth in RS

Central Chronicle News

Arang, May 21: The
members of different so-
cial organisations have
started lobbying for the
two Rajya Sabha seats
going for polls in the-
month of June. Since the
Sahu Samaj is considered
politically strong in the
state, the members from
Sahu Samaj too have
strongly demanded RS
ticket to one of its repre-
sentatives.

Former President
Raipur div. Yuwa
Prakosth and DCC gener-
al Secy. Pyarelal Sahu has
also raised demand to
PCC Chief Mohan
Markam, CM Bhupesh
Baghel and the party's
High Command for one
seat with due representa-

tion to Sahu Samaj.
In support of their de-

mands, he said that Sahu
Samaj is one of the most
dominating society in
Chhattisgarh and it
counts to 22% of the
state's population.
Majority of the people
from Sahu Samaj are in
favour of Congress ideol-
ogy and have been voting

in favour of Congress for
long.

They claimed that Sahu
Samaj hold major contri-
bution in bringing
Congress to power in the
state in the last VS polls.
At the same time, there
are many candidates
from Samaj gaining victo-
ry in the non-party based
elections as well.

He claimed that there
are so many capable and
qualified  people in the
samaj and despite this
none from the society
have been given berth in
RS so far. So in view of
ratio of samaj in the pop-
ulation and with due re-
spect to their sentiments
have demanded at least
one seat out of the two RS
seats to one from the
Samaj.

CM affectionately asks about health
and well-being of an elderly patient

Central Chronicle News

Konta, May 21: In the sec-
ond phase of 'Bhent-
Mulaqat Abhiyan', Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
visited Bastar Division
today. Commencing his
tour from Konta assembly
constituency, Chief
Minister visited communi-
ty health center in Konta,
before attending the
Bhent-Mulaqat pro-
gramme.

He inspected the facili-
ties available at the health
center and inquired the
hospital staff about the

availability of medicines.
Chief Minister had a look
at the stock register and
the prescriptions.
Meanwhile, he met a lone-
ly elderly patient. He sat
beside the patient and
compassionately asked

him about his health and
well-being. But the elderly
patient spoke and under-
stood only the local di-
alect, so Industry Minister
Mr. Kawasi Lakhma
played the bi-lingual inter-
preter for the conversa-

tion.
At first, Chief Minister

asked the elderly man
about his name and he told
that his name is 'Muchaki
Budhra' and he lives in
Darbhaguda. He told that
he is suffering from tuber-
culosis and a few other ail-
ments. He had fever for
last one week and he had
come to the health center
for treatment, told the pa-
tient to Chief Minister.

In response, Chief
Minister expressed con-
cern and asked him to
complete his course of
treatment properly and get
well soon. Everyone at the
health center was mes-
merized to see Chief
Minister Bhupesh Baghel
amid them.

p Training is being
given to the children
on 15 disciplines by
the experts

p Minister Lakhma acted as
the bi-lingual interpreter
in the conversation
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Central Chronicle News

Masturi, May 21:
Mahima Yadav, studying
in the local Swami
Atmanand Government
English Medium School,
has secured the first posi-
tion by scoring 93.8% in
the class 10th board exami-
nation, result of which
was declared by the
Chhattisgarh Board of
Secondary Education.
Similarly, Shreya Gupta
scored 93% and

Harshdeep Singh scored
91.1% marks and in-
creased the esteem of the
institution by securing
second and third position
respectively. This year
most of the students of
class 10th have passed in
first division. In this
board examination result,
the total examination re-
sult of the institution was
85%. Principal K S
Daharia has sent congrat-
ulations wishing the chil-
dren a bright future.

Mahima and Shreya
excel in Class X exam

Mahima Yadav Shreya Gupta

Central Chronicle News

Konta/Sukma, May 21:
Girish Chand Belsaria,
Assistant Director and
District Industries
Manager of Skill
Development Department
posted in Sukma district
has committed suicide.
According to the informa-
tion received Belsaria had
not come to the office on
Friday morning. It is
being told that he had also
talked to some employees
in the morning.

At the same time, when
Belsaria did not turned up
in the office in the morn-
ing, then the matter of sui-
cide came to the fore.
After getting the informa-
tion, the police reached the
spot and took the operator
to the district hospital, but
on investigation it was

found that the operator
had died.

As of now, there is no in-
formation about the rea-
sons behind the suicide.
Police is busy in the inves-
tigation. As to why the op-
erator committed suicide
and what was the reason,
all the questions etc. will
come out once the investi-
gations are completed and
report is found.

District Industries Manager
committed suicide

p Police carrying out
investigation

Youths develop their ‘volleyball’
ground thru hard work

Anwari, May 21: There is
a proverb that one who
dares to work hard, never
loses and if one can per-
formed sheer hard work
and have lot of enthusi-
asm and dedication to
achieve something, then
even the biggest of the
work become simpler.

It is notable here that
following the same enthu-
siasm and dedication, the
youth of Gram Panchayat
Semra prepared a sports
ground on their own.
First they all got united
and dedcided to bring a
change and have their
own volleyball ground.

They cleared up the
heap of garbage and
shrubs, grass and other
wild things on the land
lying vacant near Bazar
Chowk and just trans-

formed it into lovely
'Volleyball' ground in few
days. In this with assis-
tance from the Panchayat
and their own collection
the youth developed this
ground for 'Volleyball'.

This new Volleyball
ground was inaugurated
by the chief guest by per-
forming prayers and cut-
ting the ribbon. The chief

guest was Sarpanch of
the village Bineshwari
Sinha and other guests
were Leela Bai Sinha
(Panch), Godawari Bai
Nirmalkar (Panch) and
special guests on the occa-
sion were Yatish Sinha
President Rajiv Gandhi
Mitan Club.

Addressing the youths,
Yatish Sinha said that

sports not only help in
physical development, but
also leads to mental, so-
cial and intellectual devel-
opment. Therefore it is
the sports which plays im-
portant role in one's per-
sonality development.

He further said that
Rajiv Mitan Yuwa Club
(RMYC) will also extend
the support. On this occa-
sion Thansingh Sahu,
Laxminath Sahu, Ojesh
Sinha, Naveen Sahu,
Jaiprakash Sahu, Ishwar
Sahu, Bhuneshwar Sinha,
Devendra Sinha, Akhilesh
Sahu, Deepak Sahu,
Nitesh Sahu, Kunal Sen,
Rakesh Sen, Pukesh Sen,
Sheshnarayan, Saurabh
Sahu, Devendra, Chandan
Sen, Lilesh Sahu and oth-
ers were present in large
number.

Cleared up waste and wild grass and through personal collection

Amount withdrawn thru
cloned cheques recovered

Central Chronicle News

Koriya, May 21: The
local administration has
got a major success in re-
covering of the entire
amount withdrawn
through cloning cheque
last month due to prompt
action and complete
alertness. This amount
was transferred into
'Nazarat' branch of SBI
in Collector's office on
May 19.

This incident came to
fore on May 13 and tak-
ing cognizance of the
same, the 'Nazart

Branch' of SBI in the
Collector office came to
know about transaction
through cloned cheque
No. 11032262800 and
lodged complaint in this
regard with the thana.

The district adminis-
tration on getting infor-
mation about total of 3
cheques put up for with-
drawal worth Rs 29.27
lakh on April 14, directed
to put it on the hold and
got recovery of the
amount withdrawn into
the Branch's account.

Meanwhile the recov-
ery of the balance

amount is in process and
under the RBI's rules, it
is by claiming the
amount through cheque
presenting bank, the
amount is refunded back
into the Branch's ac-
count.

The local administra-
tion is taking action in
this regard and as a re-
sult of which the
amount was recovered
into SBI's Nazart Branch
here on Wednesday. The
District Police has even
arrested the accused in-
volved in cloning of
cheques.

Within a month's time due to promptness on part of local administration

Children make crafts on Bastar in summer camp GGU awards PhD to three students
Central Chronicle News

Bilaspur, May 21: It is no-
tified that as per the deci-
sion taken in the meeting
of the Executive Council
of Guru Ghasidas
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a ,
(Central) Bilaspur held on
27th January 2004, the
Vice-Chancellor, on behalf
of the Executive Council,
on the basis of the report
of the concerned examin-
ers and the oral examina-
tion held on 31 March 2022,
by accepting the disserta-
tion submitted by
Debashish Mitra, declares
him eligible for confer-
ment of the degree of
"Doctor of Philosophy" of
Guru Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur from the date of
oral examination.
1. Name of the Candidate -

Debashish Mitra
2. Name of Director - Dr.

Manish Srivastava
3. Department - English
4. School of Arts
5. Dissertation Title -

Dynamics of Black
Masculinity: A Study of

Select Fiction of E. Lynn
Harris. 

Shilpa Sarkar 
awarded PhD

It is notified that as per
the decision taken in the
meeting of the Executive
Council held on 27th
January 2004, the Vice-
Chancellor, on behalf of
the Executive Council, on
the basis of the report of
the concerned examiners
and the oral examination
held on 25 March 2022, by
accepting the dissertation
submitted by Shilpa
Sarkar, declares her eligi-
ble for conferment of the
degree of "Doctor of

Philosophy" of Guru
Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur from the date of
oral examination.
1. Name of the Candidate -

Shilpa Sarkar
2. Name of Director - Dr.

Manish Srivastava
3. Department - English
4. School of Arts
5. Dissertation Title - The

Rise of the Women's
Assertion in Indian
Society: A Study with
Special Reference to
Select  Novels of  Shashi
Deshpandey.
Balak Das Kurmi

awarded PhD
It is notified that as per

the decision taken in the
meeting of the Executive
Council held on 27th
January 2004, the Vice-
Chancellor, on behalf of
the Executive Council, on
the basis of the report of
the concerned examiners
and the oral examination
held on 13 April 2022, by
accepting the dissertation
submitted by Balak Das
Kurmi, declares him eligi-
ble for conferment of the
degree of "Doctor of
Philosophy" of Guru
Ghasidas University,
Bilaspur from the date of
oral examination.
1. Name of the candidate -

Balak Das Kurmi
2. Name of Director - Dr.

Shivani Rai Paliwal
3. Department - Pharmacy
4. Vidyapeeth - Natural

Resources
5. The title of the dissertation

- Chemotherapeutics
against Breast Carcinoma:
Development and charac-
terization of a multifunc-
tional liposomal system for
targeted delivery of the
agent.

Suspension of Panchayat Secy for
negligence in govt obligations

Central Chronicle News

KKoorriiyyaa,,  MMaayy  2211::  District
Collector Kuldeep Sharma
made a surprise inspection of
government works and activi-
ties in Gram Panchayat
Dubchola and Akhradand on
Wednesday. In Akhradand, the
Collector made a surprise in-
spection of the Panchayat of-
fice and Gauthan. 

The women of Radhe
Krishna group engaged in man-
ufacturing of vermi compost in
Dubchola Gauthan said that
since January this year till date,
a total of 193 quintals of cow
dung has been procured, out of
which 12 quintals of vermi com-
post has been produced. The
women working in the manu-

facture of LED bulbs said that
100 bulbs have been manufac-
tured in just 15 days. 

Collector Sharma, while dis-
cussing the activities with the
women of self-help groups, en-
couraged them to do better
work. The Collector, along with
the administrative staff, in-

spected the pasture and Bari
and gave instructions for bet-
ter work. 

Similarly, the Collector di-
rected for the suspension of the
Panchayat Secretary on gross
negligence in government obli-
gations for not showing satis-
factory progress on various is-

sues related to Panchayat.
Along with this, the

Collector instructed the CEO,
Janpad Panchayat to complete
the process of pension ap-
proval after investigation and
directed the SDM to settle the
revenue matters by setting up
camps. The Collector also took
stock of the arrangements in
Government High School
Dubchola. 

He inquired about the board
exam results from the principal
and asked the Principal to
paste the list of students who
got the highest marks on the
notice board. SP Prafull
Thakur, CEO, District
Panchayat Kunal Dudawat and
block level officers-employees
were present.

Elmagunda 
medical camp

saves life of child
KKoonnttaa,,  MMaayy  2211:: Due to
Elmagunda Camp, a very sen-
sitive area of Sukma district
many villagers got benefitted.
As a matter of fact, the child of
Elmagunda village fell ill on
Thursday, the family members
were unhappy due to deterio-
rating health, as soon as the
soldiers came to know, the sol-
diers contacted and called an
ambulance and sent the child
to Chintagufa. On the guide-
lines of Sukma SP Sunil
Sharma, the jawans keep help-
ing the public by knowing their
well being.  "Poona Narkom
Campaign" seems to be worth-
while. As much as outsiders
get the villagers to oppose the
camp for their own selfishness,
now people have started to un-
derstand that after the con-
struction of the camp, it has
started changing.  The life of
the tribals is happening in
Poona Narkom i.e. new dawn
of new beginning. BABA RAMDEV MEETS MODI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Baba Ramdev and Acharya Balkrishna in New Delhi. 

RAJIV GANDHI’S DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Congress President Sonia Gandhi with party General Secretary Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra and her grand children Miraya and Raihan after paying tribute to former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his death anniversary, at Vir Bhumi in New Delhi, Saturday.

CENTRAL CHRONICLE, BILASPUR, SUNDAY,  MAY 22,  2022

BRIEF

Fire breaks out 
 New Delhi: A fire

broke out at a factory
in north Delhi’s
Bawana area on
Saturday morning, of-
ficials said. The infor-
mation about the fire
was received at 11.05
am. Seven to eight fire
tenders are working
at the spot to douse
the blaze, the fire offi-
cials said. In another
incident, a fire broke
out at a shop in east
Delhi’s Pandav Nagar
area. The fire depart-
ment received infor-
mation about it at
11.05 am, they said.

3 Nepali killed
 Bahraich (UP):

Three Nepali nation-
als were killed and 11
injured after their
mini-bus collided with
a petrol tanker on the
Lucknow-Bahraich
national highway
here on Saturday
morning, police said.
Naya Bahadur, who
was injured in the ac-
cident, told reporters
that all the people in
the vehicle were
Nepali citizens and
that they had arrived
in Delhi-National
Capital Region seek-
ing employment.
They had left the capi-
tal on Friday and were
slated to reach back
home on Saturday.

Rich tribute
 Thiruvananthapuram:

Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan on
Saturday paid hom-
age to Lini
Puthussery, a nurse
who lost her life by
contracting the dis-
ease while attending
to affected persons, on
her fourth death an-
niversary, and said
her memories would
serve as inspiration to
the state’s fight
against the pandemic.
The anniversary of
Lini’s demise was also
a renewal of the mem-
ories of the struggle
waged by the people of
Kerala against the
deadly disease, he said
in a Facebook post.

Three minors mowed
 Dumka: Three mi-

nors including a girl
were mowed down by
a train in Jharkhand’s
Dumka district, police
said on Saturday. The
incident took place
near Saharjori village
on Dumka-
Rampurhat railway
track under
Shikaripara police
station area around
5.30 am. Shikaripara
police station in-
charge Arvind Kumar
told PTI that the boys
were residents of
Saharjori village,
while the girl hailed
from Lakhanpur vil-
lage. Their age will be
about 16, he said.
Kumar said, “We are
investigating whether
they committed sui-
cide or the incident
happened while cross-
ing the railway line.
The bodies were sent
for postmortem.”

Cop killed
 Shahjahanpur (UP):

An Uttar Pradesh
Police sub-inspector
was killed and a con-
stable seriously in-
jured after a mini-
truck rammed into
their motorcycle and
they were run over by
a car, officials said on
Saturday. The inci-
dent took place at the
Nagaria turn in
Jalalabad police sta-
tion area, the police
officials said.
Superintendent of
Police (SP) S Anand
said Sub-Inspector
Pawan Singh (48) and
Constable Manoj were
patrolling on a motor-
cycle around 11 pm on
Friday.

Udhagamandalam (TN),
May 21 (PTI): Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M K
Stalin on Saturday laid
foundation stones for 20
projects in Nilgiris district
at a cost of Rs 34.30 crore.

He also inaugurated 28
completed projects worth
Rs 56.20 crore at a function
organised at Government
Arts College here.

Stalin also distributed
welfare measures worth
Rs 28.13 crore to 9,500 bene-
ficiaries.

Earlier, he paid homage
to late prime minister
Rajiv Gandhi on his death
anniversary by garlanding
his statue at the bus stand
here.

The Chief Minister also
unveiled the bust of John

Sullivan, founder of mod-
ern Nilgiris, at a junction
near Government
Botanical Garden here.

Sullivan, who was the
then British Collector of
composite Coimbatore in
1817, contributed for the
development of the dis-
trict and also Ooty,

presently called as
Udhagamandalam.

The bronze bust built at
a cost of Rs 20 lakh was
unveiled to commemorate
the 200th foundation year
of Ooty.

The Chief Minister also
launched a special medical
camp for malnourished
children under the
‘Ensure Nutrition’ scheme
for children below six
years at Doddabetta
Panchayat Muthorai
Children Centre.

The scheme ‘Ensure
Nutrition’ aims to provide
specialised medical care to
children who are malnour-
ished.

The medical camps are
being held in all districts
for a period of one month.

TN CM lays foundation stone
for 20 projects in Nilgiris Srinagar, May 21:

The busy Lal Chowk
city centre on Saturday re-
verberated with slogans
like ‘We want justice’ and
‘Administration haye
haye’ (down with adminis-
tration) as scores of
Kashmiri Pandits took out
a protest march against
the killing of Rahul Bhat,
officials said.

The members of the
community assembled
near Bund in Lal Mandi
area of the city and held a
puja in the Jhelum river
for Bhat, who was shot
dead by terrorists inside
the Tehsil office in
Budgam district’s
Chadoora town on May 12.

Soon after the puja cul-
minated, the protesters
began a march towards
Lal Chowk. After reaching

Lal Chowk, the protesters
held a sit-in near the fa-
mous clock tower.

The protesters demand-
ed justice for Bhat and
raised slogans against the
administration. They also
demanded strict action
against the killers of Bhat

and the authorities in
Budgam. The protesters
also demanded that
Kashmiri Pandits employ-
ees who got jobs under the
prime minister’s package
be relocated. Protests have
been held at several places
in Jammu and Kashmir

over the killing of Bhat as
well as the ‘failure’ of the
administration to provide
security to Kashmiri
Pandit employees.

Bhat had got the job of a
clerk under the special em-
ployment package for mi-
grants in 2010-11.

Kashmiri Pandits protest at Srinagar’s Lal Chowk

Banihal/Jammu, May 21 (PTI):

The operation to rescue
nine labourers feared
trapped under the debris
following the collapse of
an under-construction
tunnel on the Jammu-
Srinagar national high-
way resumed early on
Saturday after a fresh
landslide forced the au-
thorities to suspend the
process last evening, offi-
cials said. Their chances
of survival are, however,
bleak, they said.

A labourer was killed
and three others rescued
when the audit tunnel of
T3 on the highway near
Khooni Nallah In Jammu
and Kashmir’s Ramban
district caved in at the
start of the work around
10.15 pm on Thursday.

The officials identified
the deceased labourer as
Sudhir Roy (31), a native of

West Bengal. “Operation
for 09 missing persons at
Khooni Nallah adit tunnel
site feared trapped inside
debris began at 5.30 am
early morning today
(Saturday) and continues.
NDRF and SDRF part of
the operation,” Deputy
Commissioner, Ramban,
Mussarat Islam said in a
tweet.

On Friday evening, over
15 rescuers, including the
Station House Officer of
Ramsu police station,
Nayeem-Ul-Haq, had a nar-
row escape during the
fresh landslide, prompting
the authorities to suspend
the rescue operation. It
could not be resumed until
this morning due to shoot-
ing of stones from the

hillock, heavy rains and
strong winds, officials
said. With the improve-
ment in the weather condi-
tion, the rescue operation
resumed with the first
light of the day with au-
thorities pressing three
earth movers and rock-
breakers to reach out to
the trapped workers, they
said.

J-K tunnel collapse: Operation 
to rescue missing labourers resumes

Shillong, May 21 (PTI):

Meghalaya Chief
Minister Conrad K
Sangma has ruled out the
possibility of repealing
the Meghalaya Regulation
of Gaming Act, 2021 say-
ing its repeal would cost
the state about Rs 10 crore
revenue loss.

He said the Act is re-
quired to regulate existing
gambling parlours which
have been there for the
past 25 years in the hill
state.

If we repeal (the Act)
then there will be nothing
to regulate and we will
only be losing close to Rs 8
crore to Rs 10 crore of rev-
enue, the Chief Minister
told reporters on Friday
night.

His statement came in
the wake of the growing
demands from certain
Church bodies and organi-

sations for repealing the
Meghalaya Regulation of
Gaming Act, 2021.

The chief minister, how-
ever, assured that the state
government has no inten-
tion to come up with casi-
nos anywhere in or
around major towns and
cities of the state.

We are very clear on
that. If there is a way
which we can get revenue
and at the same time en-
sure we don’t allow it to be
part of Shillong and other

major towns so that our
youth are not impacted
and ensure our youth
don’t play and none of the
citizens of Meghalaya is
allowed to play, we are ex-
amining all those aspects,
he said.

He further said that the
government is open to dia-
logue and to find ways to
address all concerns relat-
ed to the issue as gambling
has been there in
Meghalaya and it is ac-
ceptable by society.

Let me be frank, we do
need revenue. As we are a
revenue deficit state, we
depend largely on income
and taxes that come from
central government. In
that case we will have a
huge problem in the com-
ing days and years as so
many other activities are
coming up and funds are
required to run all of this,
the chief minister said.

Meghalaya CM rules out 
possibility of repealing Gaming Act

Guwahati, May 21 (PTI):

Assam coordinator of
National Register of
Citizens (NRC) Hitesh
Dev Sarma has lodged a
complaint with the CID
against his predecessor,
Prateek Hajela, and oth-
ers accusing them of
committing anti-national
and criminal activities
while updating the regis-
ter.

The Criminal
Investigation Department
(CID) is, however, yet to
register an FIR against
those being accused who
included several officers
and data entry operators
associated with the
process, a senior police of-
ficial said on Friday.

The NRC, an official
record of bonafide Indian
citizens living in Assam,
was updated under the

supervision of the
Supreme Court and re-
leased on August 31, 2019,
leaving out more than 19
lakh applicants. However,
it has not been notified by
the Registrar General of
India.

Hajela, a 1995 batch IAS
officer of the Assam-
Meghalaya cadre, had
been appointed by the
apex court as the NRC
state coordinator in 2013.
He was released from the
charge on November 12,
2019, and the court or-
dered his transfer from
Assam to his home state
Madhya Pradesh.

We have received a peti-
tion from the NRC office.
Due procedure has to be
maintained before the
CID registers any case.
We are pursuing the peti-
tion, the official told PTI
on condition of anonymi-

ty. In his complaint, a
copy of which is avail-
able with PTI, Sarma has
alleged anomalies in
Family Tree Verification
and other document veri-
fication processes during
updating of the NRC.

Family Trees were
drawn to establish legacy
data accurately during
the updating process of
the citizenship docu-
ment.

Sarma has alleged that
no order for quality
check during the Family
Tree Matching phase was
issued by Hajela.

The software used in
the process also had no
scope for quality checks,
thus giving the verifying
officers of doubtful in-
tegrity a free hand to up-
load wrong results to ful-
fil their vested interests ,
the complaint stated.

NRC head files complaint against
predecessor for data anomalies

New Delhi, May 21:

The Congress has left its
leadership issue unre-
solved at its Chintan
Shivir held recently and
the party’s present condi-
tion is miserable, which is
not good for the country’s
democracy, the Shiv Sena
said on Saturday. In an edi-
torial in party mouthpiece
Saamana, the party said
that while on the one hand
the Bharatiya Janata
Party has already started
preparing for the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections, the
Congress is in dire straits.

‘Rahul Gandhi has left
several issues unresolved
at the party’s Udaipur con-
clave. Which is why sever-
al leaders in different
states are deserting the
party. Bihar and Uttar
Pradesh units of the
Congress don’t have state
presidents,’ the Uddhav
Thackeray-led party,
which currently shares

power with the Nationalist
Congress Party and the
Congress in Maharashtra,
said. The decision of lead-
ers, including Sunil
Jakhar, Hardik Patel,
Jyotiraditya Scindia and
Jitin Prasada, to leave the
Congress shows the fail-
ure of the party leader-
ship, it added. The
Congress should stand by
its leaders with mass base
in states that are going to
polls in the near future,
the Sena suggested.

However, the Congress,
an ally of the Sena in the
Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) government, took a
dim view of the editorial.

“Congress is a thought
and several people have
come and gone. Instead of
focusing on who leaves or
joins Congress, people
should worry about the
burning issues that the
country is facing,” the
party’s state unit presi-
dent Nana Patole said.

Cong miserable as leadership
issue unresolved: Shiv Sena

Kedarnath, May 21:

A first information re-
port (FIR) has been filed
against an unknown per-
son in connection with a
man taking a dog inside
the temple premises and
offering prayers by mak-
ing the dog touch the idol
of Lord Nandi.

R u d r a p r a y a g
Superintendent of Police
(SP) Ayush Aggarwal told
ANI that the police inves-
tigation is on into the
matter.

“On the complaint of
the Shri Badrinath-
Kedarnath Temple
Committee, the police are
trying to trace the person
who was roaming around
the temple premises with
a dog and who also
touched the idol of Lord
Nandi with the dog,” said
Aggarwal.

He said that after iden-
tification of the person,
further action will be

taken. Shri Badrinath-
Kedarnath Temple
Committee president
Ajendra Ajay took cog-
nizance of a video run-
ning on social media.

In the video, a man is
seen walking with a dog
in the outer premises of
the temple and is wor-
shipping the idol of Lord
Nandi outside the temple
by grabbing the front
paws of the dog and mak-
ing it touch the statue of
‘Nandi’.

According to the temple
committee Media Cell,
“In relation to this video
hurting religious senti-
ments, temple committee
president Ajendra had is-
sued instructions/orders
to the chief executive offi-
cer of the temple commit-
tee that such unwanted
activities should be
stopped and legal action
should be taken against
those who commit such
acts.”

Man booked for taking pet
dog inside Kedarnath shrine



Colombo, May 21 (PTI): India on
Saturday provided another
40,000 metric tonnes of diesel to
Sri Lanka under the credit line
facility to the island nation
which is grappling with its worst
economic crisis. Last month,
India extended an additional
USD 500 million credit line to
help Sri Lanka import fuel as the
country has been struggling to
pay for imports after its foreign
exchange reserves plummeted
sharply in recent times, causing
a devaluation of its currency and
spiralling inflation. Pumping
diesel into #SriLanka!!! Another
40,000 MT consignment of
diesel under the credit line from
#India reached #Colombo
today, India’s High Commission
said on Twitter. On Friday, the
mission here said that an Indian
ship laden with urgent relief
supplies like rice, medicines and
milk powder for the people of
crisis-hit Sri Lanka is scheduled
to reach Colombo on Sunday.
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MURALEEDHARAN MEETS SHIRIN

Union Minister of State for External Affairs V Muraleedharan meets Shirin
Amonzoda, Minister of Labor, Immigration and Employment of Tajikistan. 

Ukrain crisis

A crew of self-propelled artillery vehicles Gvozdika (Carnation) of Donetsk Peoples
Republic militia prepare to fire towards Ukrainian army position, near the town of
Yasynuvataya, outside Donetsk, in territory under the government of the Donetsk
Peoples Republic, eastern Ukraine.

BRIEF
Tornado strikes

Berlin: A tornado
hit the western
German town of
Lippstadt causing
heavy damage, offi-
cials said, as large
parts of the country
remained on storm
alert Friday. The re-
gional fire service
said all available
rescuers were being
deployed to
Lippstadt. Videos
posted on social
media showed large
amounts of debris
flying through the
air, but there were
no immediate re-
ports of injuries.
The entire town
area (...) suffered
heavy damage, the
fire service said.
Meteorologists had
warned that heavy
rainfall and hail
were expected in
parts of the west
and center of the
country Friday, with
storms producing
wind speeds of up to
130 kph (81 mph).

Twister kills 1
Gaylord (US): A rare
northern Michigan
tornado tore
through a small
community on
Friday, killing at
least one person and
injuring more than
40 others as it
flipped vehicles,
tore roofs from
buildings and
downed trees and
power lines. The
twister hit Gaylord,
a city of about 4,200
people roughly 370
kilometers north-
west of Detroit, at
around 3.45 pm
(local time). Mike
Klepadlo, who owns
the car repair shop
Alter-Start North,
said he and his
workers took cover
in a bathroom.

Teen shot 
Jerusalem: Israeli
troops shot and
killed a Palestinian
teenage boy as
clashes erupted
when they entered a
volatile town in the
occupied West Bank
early Saturday, the
Palestinian Health
Ministry and local
media said. There
was no immediate
comment from the
Israeli military,
which has intensi-
fied overnight raids
in the northern
West Bank town of
Jenin over the past
months. The Health
Ministry identified
the dead as Amjad
al-Fayyed, 17. It
said another 18-
year-old Palestinian
was in critical con-
dition after being
wounded by Israeli
gunfire.

Islamabad, May21:

Having come to power
after an intense political
drama which saw the first
no-confidence motion
being successfully carried
out in the country, the
Shehbaz Sharif led coali-
tion government seems to
have developed serious dif-
ferences with Pakistan’s
all-powerful military estab-
lishment. If the statements
of several leaders of the
coalition government, as
well as the political experts,
are to go by it is evident
that the main point of con-
tention is the duration of
the incumbent govern-
ment’s tenure, Express
Tribune reported. The
stalemate between the gov-
ernment and military es-
tablishment is not only be-
coming visible with every
passing day but causing de-
lays in the decision-making
process of the government

and, thus, affecting the
economy and the country
itself, the report said. The
uncertainty coupled with
former premier Imran
Khan’s planned rally and
sit-in in the capital has also
pushed Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif to repeat-
edly postpone his address
to the nation where he is ex-
pected to present his eco-
nomic plan. Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Vice President
Maryam Nawaz, while
speaking in Sargodha
asked the rally participants
should PML-N take the
blame for PTI’s bad per-
formance and should PML-
N stay in government or
leave it. ‘It would be better
to say goodbye than take
the blame for the poor per-
formance of the previous
government,’ she said.
Another hint about the
stalemate between
Islamabad and Rawalpindi

emerged when Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP)
Khursheed Shah clearly
said that the coalition gov-
ernment was ready for the
elections and they would be
happy if the government
was ended. ‘We would
thank you for freeing us in
just one month,’ he report-
edly said.

The fear of the establish-
ment ‘forcefully’ ending the
government pushed the
coalition partners in the
Shehbaz Sharif govern-
ment to the extent that they
even floated the suggestion
to summon a meeting of
the National Security
Committee (NSC) to dis-
cuss the issue in detail and
reach a decision. The coali-
tion partners maintained
that the current situation
was not suitable for stabil-
ising the economy and
things would further dete-
riorate if the caretaker gov-
ernment was tasked with

making tough decisions,
the report said. Since its in-
ception, the report said cit-
ing political experts, the
new Pakistani government
has been mulling about de-
ciding the tenure of the
government and the time-
frame for the next elections
but could not reach any de-
cision as they do not have
assurance from the mili-
tary establishment that
they would be able to com-
plete a full term.

Apparently, the govern-
ment is stuck between a
rock and a hard place as the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has already
said that it cannot hold
elections in the next few
months and the military es-
tablishment wants the
coalition government to go
ahead with the fiscal meas-
ures without giving any as-
surance with regards to the
duration of their govern-
ment, the report said

Cracks emerge between Pak govt, military

Leeds (US), May 21 (AP):

The ripple effects of
Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine have been devas-
tating for families of all
kinds including those who
have seen their prospec-
tive adoptions put on hold.

Ukraine was once one of
the U.S.’s most frequent
partners on international
adoptions, but the war
changed all that: The em-
battled country has halted
all international adop-
tions as the country copes
with the turmoil un-
leashed on its courts and
social services. Many chil-
dren, including orphans,
have also fled or been dis-
placed.

When the war started,
there were more than 300
Ukrainian children previ-
ously hosted by American
families that were seeking
to formally adopt them,
said Ryan Hanlon, chief
executive officer and presi-
dent of the National

Council For Adoption.
Representatives for adop-
tion agencies said that
means at least 200 families
were at some point of the
adoption process, which
takes between two to three
years in ideal circum-
stances.

But, the National
Council For Adoption
made clear in a statement,
this is not the appropriate
time or context to be con-
sidering adoption by U.S.
citizens.

That is because adop-
tions can only proceed
with children who are
clearly orphaned or for
whom parental rights
have been terminated, the
group said, and establish-
ing identities and family
statuses is impossible for
many Ukrainian children
right now.

Jessica Pflumm, a stay-
at-home mom who runs a
smoothie business and has
two daughters in the sub-
urbs of Kansas City, is one

prospective adoptive par-
ent. She hopes to adopt
Maks, a younger teen
Pflumm was reluctant to
reveal his exact age be-
cause of safety concerns
whom they hosted for four
weeks in December and
January.

Maks is now back in
Ukraine, where his or-
phanage’s director has
moved him to relatively
safety in the country’s
west.

Every day is hard. We
pray a lot and we try to
think of what he is experi-
encing versus what we’re
experiencing, Pflumm
said. For us, it’s hard, but
nothing compared to what
he’s experiencing.

War, natural disasters
and other destabilising
events have a long history
of upending intercountry
adoptions.

And Ukraine is a big
piece of the international
adoption puzzle, Hanlon
said.

Adoptions another facet 
of life halted by war in Ukraine

Seoul, May 21 (AP):

President Joe Biden is
devoting his Saturday to
cementing ties with South
Korea and its new leader
Yoon Suk Yeol as the two
sides consult on how best
to check the nuclear threat
from North Korea at a
time when there’s little
hope of real diplomacy on
the matter. The division of
the Korean peninsula after
World War II has led to two
radically different nations.
In South Korea, Biden is
touring factories for com-
puter chips and next-gen-
eration autos in a democ-
racy and engaging in talks
for greater cooperation.
But in the North, there is a
deadly coronavirus out-

break in a largely unvacci-
nated autocracy that can
best command the world’s
attention by flexing its nu-
clear capabilities.
Speaking to reporters
aboard Air Force One as
Biden made his way to
South Korea, White House

national security adviser
Jake Sullivan said the U.S.
has coordinated with
Seoul and Tokyo on how
they’ll respond should the
North conduct a nuclear
test or missile strike while
Biden is in the region or
soon after.

Biden, South Korean leader to
consult on how to check NKorea

U.S. President Joe Biden, second left, attends a state
dinner hosted by South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol,
left, at the National Museum of Korea, Saturday.

India supplies another 40,000 metric
tonnes of diesel to crisis-hit Sri Lanka

Russia claims to 
have taken full control

of Mariupol
PPookkrroovvsskk  ((UUkkrraaiinnee)),,  MMaayy  2211  ((AAPP))::
Russia claimed to have captured
Mariupol on Friday in what
would be its biggest victory yet
in its war with Ukraine, after a
nearly three-month siege that
reduced much of the strategic
port city to a smoking ruin, with
over 20,000 civilians feared
dead. Russian Defence Minister
Sergei Shoigu reported to
President Vladimir Putin the
“complete liberation” of the
Azovstal steel plant in Mariupol
the last stronghold of Ukrainian
resistance and the city as a
whole, spokesman Igor
Konashenkov said. There was no
immediate confirmation from
Ukraine. Russia’s state news
agency RIA Novosti quoted the
ministry as saying a total of
2,439 Ukrainian fighters who had
been holed up at the steelworks
had surrendered since Monday,
including over 500 on Friday.

M any parents feel guilty
when their children

play video games for hours on
end. Some even worry it could
make their children less
clever. And, indeed, that's a
topic scientists have clashed
over for years. In our new
study, we investigated how
video games affect the minds
of children, interviewing and
testing more than 5,000 chil-
dren aged ten to 12. And the re-
sults, published in Scientific
Reports, will be surprising to
some.

Children were asked how
many hours a day they spent
on social media, watching
videos or TV, and playing
video games. The answer was:
a lot of hours. On average,
children spent two and a half
hours a day watching online
videos or TV programmes,
half an hour socialising on-
line, and one hour playing
video games.

In total, that's four hours a
day for the average child and
six hours for the top 25 per
cent a large portion of a child's
free time. And other reports
found that this has increased
dramatically over the decades.
Screens were around in previ-
ous generations, but now they
truly define childhood.

Is that a bad thing? Well, it's

complicated. There could be
both benefits and drawbacks
for the developing minds of
children. And these might de-
pend on the outcome you are
looking at. For our study, we
were specifically interested in
the effect of screen time on in-
telligence the ability to learn
effectively, think rationally,
understand complex ideas,
and adapt to new situations.

Intelligence is an important
trait in our lives and highly
predictive of a child's future
income, happiness and
longevity. In research, it's
often measured as perform-
ance on a wide range of cogni-
tive tests. For our study, we
created an intelligence index
from five tasks: two on reading
comprehension and vocabu-
lary, one on attention and exec-
utive function (which includes
working memory, flexible
thinking and self-control), one
assessing visual-spatial pro-
cessing (such as rotating ob-
jects in your mind), and one on
learning ability over multiple
trials.

This is not the first time
someone has studied the effect
of screens on intelligence, but
research, so far, has produced
mixed results. So, what's spe-
cial this time? The novelty of
our study is that we took genes
and socioeconomic back-
grounds into account. Only a
few studies so far have consid-
ered socioeconomic status
(household income, parental
education and neighbourhood
quality), and no study had ac-
counted for genetic effects.

Genes matter because intel-
ligence is highly heritable. If
unaccounted for, these factors
could mask the true effect of
screen time on children's intel-
ligence. For example, children

born with certain genes might
be more prone to watch TV
and, independently, have
learning issues. The lottery of
genetics is a major confounder
in any psychological process,
but until recently this has
been hard to account for in sci-
entific studies due to the
heavy costs of genome analy-
sis and technological limita-
tions. The data we used for our
study is part of a massive data
collection effort in the US to
better understand childhood
development: the Adolescent
Brain and Cognitive
Development project. Our
sample was representative of
the US in terms of sex, race,
ethnicity and socioeconomic
status.

The results

We found that when we first
asked the child at age ten how
much they played, both watch-
ing videos and socialising on-
line were linked to below-aver-
age intelligence. Meanwhile,
gaming wasn't linked with in-
telligence at all. These results
of screen time are mostly in
line with previous research.
But when we followed up at a
later date, we found that gam-
ing had a positive and mean-
ingful effect on intelligence.

While children who played
more video games at ten years
were on average no more intel-
ligent than children who did-
n't game, they showed the
most gains in intelligence
after two years, in both boys
and girls. For example, a child
who was in the top 17 per cent
in terms of hours spent gam-
ing increased their IQ about
2.5 points more than the aver-
age child over two years.

This is evidence of a benefi-
cial, causal effect of video
games on intelligence. This re-

sult fits with previous, smaller
studies, where participants
are randomly assigned to
video-game playing or a con-
trol group. Our finding is also
in line with parallel lines of
studies suggesting that cogni-
tive abilities aren't fixed, but
can be trained including stud-
ies with cognitive training in-
tervention apps.

What about the other two
types of screen activities?
Social media did not effect the
change in intelligence after
two years. The many hours of
instagramming and messag-
ing did not boost children's in-
telligence, but it was not detri-
mental either. Finally, watch-
ing TV and online videos
showed a positive effect in one
of the analyses, but no effect
when parental education was
taken into account (as opposed
to the broader factor of socioe-
conomic status). So this find-
ing should be taken with a
grain of salt. There is some
empirical support that high-
quality TV/video content,
such as the programme
Sesame Street, has a positive
effect on children's school per-
formance and cognitive abili-
ties. But those results are rare.

When thinking about the
implications of these findings,
it is important to keep in mind
that there are many other psy-
chological aspects that we did-
n't look at, such as mental
health, sleep quality and phys-
ical exercise. Our results
should not be taken as a blan-
ket recommendation for all
parents to allow limitless gam-
ing. But for those parents
bothered by their children
playing video games, you can
now feel better knowing that
it's probably making them a
tad smarter.
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SC sentencing Sidhu 
After 34 years the Supreme Court

(SC) sentenced former Punjab
Congress chief Navjot Singh Sidhu
to a one-year jail term with a fine of
a meagre Rs 1,000 in a road rage
case, in which one person named
Gurnam Singh (65) had died on
December 27, 1988. I do not under-
stand the judiciary. Even so to me,
this case is the instance of one of the
finest examples of judicial activism.
Eleven years after the incident in
September 1999, a trial court had
acquitted Sidhu of all charges. Nine
years later reversing the verdict, the
Punjab and Haryana High Court, in
December 2008, held Sidhu and his
aide Rupinder Singh Sandhu guilty
of homicide not amounting to mur-
der and convicted them to three
years in jail. Decades later In May
2018, the SC had set aside the order
and SC had held Sidhu guilty of vol-
untarily causing hurt to a senior citi-
zen and fined him Rs 1,000, but
spared him the jail term. Finally, just
four years later in May 2022, the SC
realized and held that Sidhu must
have been aware of the force of his
hand, considering how he is a tall
and well-built international crick-
eter, and "The blow was not inflict-
ed on a person identically physically
placed but a 65-year-old person,
more than double his age." Due to
Sidhu's bad temper, a family had
lost its bread earner, but he roamed
freely for 34 years outside jail laugh-
ing at TV shows, participating in
elections and becoming grand old
party Congress' Punjab president,
helping to wipe out Congress from
Punjab. It's the right time for
Congress to sack him from the
party. People wonder that Sidhu
was convicted after 34 years of tire-
less effort and struggle by the vic-
tim's family, who have lost lakhs of
rupees and mental agony, that too
against one year jail (though the vic-
tim's family has thanked almighty
for this verdict). But who knows
whether Sidhu's Guru, ab jail ki
chakki shuru will start or not? But
the way he misused all his power in
manipulating our weak judicial sys-
tem, one is afraid that once again
Sidhu should not create ruckus and
confusion in the system, without
going to jail. 
BBiiddyyuutt  KKuummaarr  CChhaatttteerrjjeeee,,  FFaarriiddaabbaadd  

A healthy upsurge 
1983 was a milestone year of the

nation's sporting history after the
1940 Men's Hockey Olympic Gold
medal in Berlin. Kapil Dev's 'Devils'
won the then Prudential Trophy at
Lord's ground defeating the mighty
West Indies in the final. Since then,
there was a lull except for a few oc-
casional triumphs. But very notice-
ably to our utter delight, we have
watched a very steady upsurge in
the nation's performances in sports
at the international level, be it indi-
vidual or team events. In team
events, we have become a world-
beaters in Cricket, Hockey,
Badminton and in individual events
like Boxing, Archery, Badminton,
Wrestling, Javelin throws etc. In the
2020 Tokyo Olympics, our athletes
performed superbly winning gold,
silver, and bronze medals for our na-
tion making us proud. It should be a
booster for our youths to take up
sports professionally and seriously
instead of going after some white-
collar jobs. Also Read - Flood and
landslide disasters of Assam The
present government's initiatives to
promote sports at the grassroots
level have started yielding dividends.
PM Modi's interactions with the
champions are no doubt a booster
for our athletes and a treat to watch
except for our compulsive opposi-
tions have so far not acknowledged
shamelessly. A healthy upsurge in-
deed! Keep it up. 

DDrr  AAsshhiimm  CChhoowwddhhuurryy,,  vviiaa  mmaaiill

LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR✍

Central Chronicle welcomes, articles, write ups, comments on different issues for
editorial page (800-900 words), Letter to editor for this page. It can be sent by

e-mail at: editorcentralchronicle@gmail.com
The letters can be edited or rewritten for clarity of thoughts.

WHAT THEY TWEET!

AAkksshhaayy  KKuummaarr
@@aakksshhaayykkuummaarr

#Yoddha is about prestige

and honour. Watch

#UndhanPadaiAnbae song

teaser in Tamil now and

experience the full song

ONLY ON THE BIG SCREEN! 

AAmmiitt  MMaallvviiyyaa@@aammiittmmaallvviiyyaa

If you thought the post poll violence in
West Bengal didn’t have communal over-
tones, here is irrefutable evidence. There
is massive demographic shift being engi-
neered by the ruling TMC, in the guise of
horrible political violence. It would have
devastating consequence for Bengal.

AAkkaasshh  SShhaarrmmaa@@AAkkaasshhSShhaarrmmaaIINNCC

The amount of Rs 1,700 crore

to be released to farmers

today, is the first instalment

under the scheme for kharif

season 2021-22.

NNiikkhhaatt  ZZaarreeeenn

@@nniikkhhaatt__zzaarreeeenn

Thank you for your kind
words and constant sup-
port @KirenRijiju sir.
Will continue to work
hard and make India
proud. Jai Hind

CCoonnrraadd  SSaannggmmaa@@SSaannggmmaaCCoonnrraadd

It is my honour to welcome Hon’ble Union Education Minister, Sh. @dpradhanbjp Ji to #Meghalaya.
Today, we are attending the XXVII Convocation of NEHU, Shillong.

SSuubbrraammaanniiaann  SSwwaammyy@@SSwwaammyy3399

How can Andhbhakts and

Gandhbhakts lie so blatantly

about Parliament proceeding?

Is it that PMO moron’s ham

handed blundering?

T he Russia-Ukraine conflict has cast a shadow overIndia's cut and
polished diamonds industry, ofwhich  Surat  in  Gujarat  is  the

largest  clustercomprising over 90 per cent of the business. Due todelayed
diamond imports, the booming industry issuffering a hit of at least 30-40
per cent to itsproduction capacity as Russia is nowhere amongthe top ex-
port destinations for cut and polisheddiamonds from India. Alrosa, a
Russian state-owned enterprise and the world’s largest diamondmining
company, is one of  the major suppliers ofrough diamonds. But, Gujarat's di-
amond industryis  facing  the  threat  of  major  production  cutsfollowing
American buyers' decision to ban importof  polished  diamonds  carved  out
from  roughdiamonds originally sourced from Russia. The US-based mer-
chants dealing in diamond trade are alsoasking for assurance from the
Indian exportersthat the polished diamonds being supplied to themhave
not been processed from rough diamondsexcavated   in   Russian   mines.
Russian   rawdiamonds, usually small, make up 40% of diamondtrade vol-
ume and about 30% in value. This formspart of the $18-billion diamond
trade between Indiaand Russia which now has taken a hit - a directfallout of
the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war - as aresult of which India's diamond pol-
ishing hub inSurat, Gujarat has lost work. The ongoing conflicthas  impact-
ed  the  supply  of   raw  diamonds  toGujarat's diamond polishing industry
with somelarge entities curtailing work to just 3-4 days andsmaller  ones
shutting  shop.  Around  250,000workers employed at Surat's diamond pol-
ishingand cutting units have been asked to go on leave tillMay-end as sup-
ply of rough stones from the biggestdiamond miner, Alrosa, which is par-
tially owned bythe Russian government have been frozen amid theRussia-
Ukraine conflict. The US Treasury hadslapped sanctions on Alrosa on April
8, potentiallycutting off about 30% of the world's supply ofrough diamonds.
The sanctions barred India'sdiamond   exporters   from   importing   rough-
diamonds from Alrosa. It's a catch-22 situation forIndian exporters as they
cannot take any risk sincethe US is the major buyer of Indian cut and pol-
ished diamonds. India's  diamond  industry  is  100%  import-dependent
and any shortage of roughs has a severeimpact on manufacturing activity
and employmentin the sector. The roughs supplied before the US-sanctions
were imposed are fast running out. Smalland medium-sized stones worth
close to $5 billioncome from Russia. They are mostly used in weddingjew-
ellery or assembled around a centerpiece or asolitaire. With the supply of
raw materials affecteddeeply, most of  the large factories in Surat have cut-
down on timings. The shortage of  raw diamondscomes at a time when the
industry was geared forthe Las Vegas diamond show. The wedding sea-
sonin the United States is about to begin, and Indiaaccounts for nearly half
of the polished diamonds used there. Unfortunately, the current crisis
comes after theindustry recovered from the Covid-19 pandemic-induced
slowdown and gems and jewellery exportsrebounded in 2021-22 to touch
$39.15 billion, up nearly 55% year-on-year.

Ukraine war hits India’s
diamond polishing hub

R apid urbanization is inviting threats in many ways. Biodiversity is in
threat due to our own interest. When we were young, we could easi-

ly see bee hives even in towns, but the same thing is rare now. We know
the importance of pollinators, but the challenge is that bees and other pol-
linators, such as butterflies, bats and hummingbirds, are increasingly
under threat from human activities. Pollination is, however, a fundamental
process for the survival of our ecosystems. Nearly 90 per cent of the
world's wild flowering plant species depend entirely, or at least in part, on
animal pollination, along with more than 75 per cent of the world's food
crops and 35 per cent of global agricultural land. Not only do pollinators
contribute directly to food security, but they are keys to conserving biodi-
versity. We should be aware that to raise awareness regarding the impor-
tance of pollinators, the threats they face and their contribution to sustain-
able development, the United Nations designated 20th May as World Bee
Day. 20th May coincides with the birthday of Anton Janša, who in the 18th
century pioneered modern beekeeping techniques in his native Slovenia
and praised the bees for their ability to work so hard, while needing so lit-
tle attention. Beekeeping is a widespread and global activity, with millions
of beekeepers depending on bees for their livelihoods and well-being.
Together with wild pollinators, bees play a major role in maintaining biodi-
versity, ensuring the survival and reproduction of many plants, supporting
forest regeneration, promoting sustainability and adaptation to climate
change, and improving the quantity and quality of agricultural produc-
tions. It is time to act as we should learn that bees are under threat and
present species extinction rates are 100 to 1,000 times higher than normal
due to human impacts. Close to 35 per cent of invertebrate pollinators,
particularly bees and butterflies, and about 17 per cent of vertebrate polli-
nators, such as bats, face extinction globally. Change of land use and the
farming practices are bringing more threats to bees. Threats are also due
to mono-cropping and use of chemicals and pesticides and due to climate
change. Recognizing the dimensions of the pollination crisis and its links to
biodiversity and human livelihoods, the Convention on Biological Diversity
has made the conservation and sustainable use of pollinators a priority.
Along with coordinating the International Pollinator Initiative (IPI), the
Food and Agriculture Organization also provides technical assistance to
countries on issues ranging from queen breeding to artificial insemination
to sustainable solutions for honey production and export marketing. Bees
pollinate a third of what we eat and play an essential role in preserving the
planet's ecosystems. About 84 per cent of crops for human consumption
depend on pollinators. Pollination by bees, for example, not only makes it
possible to obtain more fruit, berries or seeds, but also to improve the
quality of products. China is the world's largest apple producer followed by
the United States of America, Turkey, Italy and France. Raw or in an apple
pie, without bees the cross-pollination needed to produce apples may not
happen on a scale large enough to satiate today's demand. Like apples,
there are other fruits or vegetables such as blueberries, almonds, cucum-
bers, strawberries, pumpkins, onions, etc. The diversity of pollinators has a
direct and positive impact on crop yields. Bees and other pollinating in-
sects are, in fact, improving the food production of 2 billion small farmers
worldwide, helping to ensure food security for the world's population.
Honey hunting of wild bee colonies also remains an important part of the
livelihoods of forest-dependent peoples in many developing countries.
Since time immemorial beekeeping was practiced traditionally in India.
Khadi & Village Industries Commission, with the inspiration of Rastrapita
Mahatma Gandhi, took the task of development of the beekeeping indus-
try with a view to uplift the financial status of people living in extremely in-
terior rural areas by introducing and popularizing modern beekeeping. We
know the importance of honey, so it is time to take action if we want to get
fresh honey and also enhance the pollination through bees. Individually, all
of us can make a difference like planting a diverse set of native plants,
which flower at different times of the year; buy raw honey from local farm-
ers; buy products from sustainable agricultural practices; avoiding pesti-
cides, fungicides or herbicides in our gardens; protecting wild bee colonies
when possible, etc. Governments and other agencies can also contribute in
many ways by encouraging participation of local communities in decision-
making, in particular that of indigenous people, who know and respect
ecosystems and biodiversity enforcing strategic measures. There can be
more incentives including monetary incentives to help change and en-
hance self-employment, etc.

Save bees and save 
life on the earth
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Kashmiri Pandits block the Jammu-Akhnoor National Highway during a protest over the killing of Rahul Bhat, in Jammu,
Saturday. Bhat, a government employee, was killed by militants inside his office in Budgam district.

TORKEL KLINGBERG

Video games: Study suggests they 
boost intelligence in children

YYuuvvrraajj  SSiinngghh@@YYUUVVSSTTRROONNGG1122

Wishing a very Happy Birthday to

the evergreen superstar

@Mohanlal Hope you have a

blessed and healthy year ahead

sir. Best wishes always.

KASHMIRI PANDITS PROTECT
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BRIEF

Annual meet 

Bengaluru:
Karnataka Chief
Minister Basavaraj
Bommai would partic-
ipate in the World
Economic Forum an-
nual meeting-2022 on
May 23 and 24 at
Davos, Switzerland,
where he would speak
to business tycoons
from across the globe
to invest in
Karnataka, official
sources said.
According to the tour
programme shared by
the Chief Minister's
office, Bommai would
fly to Davos on Sunday
at 10.35 AM and after a
brief transit stay in
Dubai he would reach
Zurich International
Airport the same
night. He would then
travel by road to reach
Davos by midnight.

Luxury brand 
New Delhi: Men's lux-
ury brand portfolio wit-
nessed a 46 per cent
growth in 2021 com-
pared to the pre-pan-
demic year of 2019,
while for women, it was
only 14 per cent,a re-
port released on Friday
said. According to the
2022 edition of Atlas of
Affluence (AOA), a
white paper on luxury
brand from Reliance
Brand Ltd (RBL), 57 per
cent of men claimed
that their fashion
spending has in-
creased. "Sixty-five per
cent of non-metro resi-
dents buy luxury on a
regular basis versus 53
per cent in metros" and
52 per cent of respon-
dents keep celebrity en-
dorsements and influ-
encers in the top two
ranks for key drivers
behind brand affinity,
said AOA 2022 created
by The Voice of
Fashion (TVOF) -- a di-
vision of RBL, a daily
digital magazine that
tracks and leads con-
versations on Indian
fashion, design, crafts
and retail.

Quality tea

Kolkata: Union
Minister Anupriya
Patel on Saturday ex-
horted the planters
about the need to
make India a global
supplier of quality tea
with assistance from
the Tea Board.
Speaking at an event
jointly organised by
the Tea Board and
Indian Tea
Association (ITA) to
mark the occasion of
the third
International Tea Day,
Patel said the Tea
Board has taken an
initiative to embark
upon a special tea
plucking and planta-
tion exercise by dint of
which it will help the
gardens' workers to
improve the quality of
green leaves plucked
from the bushes. The
Union Minister of
State for Commerce
and Industry said
these fine quality teas
will be sold through a
special auction this
month and expected to
fetch remunerative
prices. "There is a
need to make India a
leading supplier of
quality tea in the glob-
al market", she said.

PRICE HIKE OF LPG CYLINDER

CPI activists stage a demonstration against price hike of LPG cylinder, in Bhubaneswar on Saturday.

New Delhi, May 21: 

The government  said it
has lifted the "export pro-
hibition" on bamboo char-
coal, a move that would fa-
cilitate optimum utilisa-
tion of raw bamboo and
higher profitability for the
domestic bamboo indus-
try.

"All the bamboo char-
coal made from bamboo
obtained from legal
sources are permitted for
export subject to proper
documentation/certificate
of origin proving that the
bamboo used for making
charcoal has been ob-
tained from legal sources,"
read the notification is-
sued by the Directorate
General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT). Khadi and Village
Industries Commission
(KVIC), which comes
under the administrative
control of the Ministry of
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises, was persist-

ently requesting the
Centre to lift the export re-
striction on bamboo char-
coal.

KVIC chairman Vinai
Kumar Saxena had written
to the Minister of
Commerce and Industries
Piyush Goyal, seeking to
lift the export restriction
on bamboo charcoal for
the larger benefit of the
bamboo industry. "Bamboo
charcoal has a huge de-
mand in the international
market and lifting of ex-
port prohibition by the
government will enable
the Indian bamboo indus-
try to tap this opportunity
and exploit the huge global
demand. This will also en-
sure optimum utilisation
of bamboo waste and thus
contribute to the prime
minister's vision of waste
to wealth," Saxena said
after the decision.

The domestic bamboo
industry, at present, is
grappling with extremely

high input cost owing to in-
adequate utilisation of
bamboo.

In India, bamboo is
mostly used in manufac-
turing of incense, wherein
a maximum of 16 per cent
is used for making bamboo
sticks while the remaining
84 per cent of bamboo goes
waste. As a result, the
input cost for round bam-
boo sticks is in the range of
Rs 25,000 to Rs 40,000 per
MT as against the average
bamboo cost of Rs 4,000 to
Rs 5,000 per MT. However,
export of bamboo charcoal
would ensure complete
utilisation of the bamboo
waste and thus make the
business more profitable.
Bamboo charcoal for bar-
beque, soil nutrition and
as a raw material for man-
ufacturing activated char-
coal has great potential in
international markets like
the USA, Japan, Korea,
Belgium, Germany, Italy,
France and the UK.

Govt lifts export curb
on bamboo charcoal

Mumbai, May 21:  

Mahindra & Mahindra
(M&M) Ltd said that its
new sports utility vehicle
codenamed Z101 will be
known as 'Scorpio-N' and
will be launched on June
27. The current Scorpio
which has evolved over
the last two decades as an
iconic and a cult brand
will continue as the
'Scorpio Classic', the com-
pany said in a release.

"Scorpio has been a
landmark model for
Mahindra which has re-
defined the category and
became an iconic brand
in the Indian automobile
industry. The all-new
Scorpio-N is expected to
recreate benchmarks in
the SUV segment in
India, yet again," Veejay
Nakra, President for the

automotive division at
M&M Ltd, said. The latest
SUV to be produced at the
company's Chakan manu-
facturing facility has
been engineered ground-
up to meet the aspira-
tions of the young and
tech-savvy customers
looking for a full-size au-
thentic SUV.

It will come in both
petrol and diesel engines
with a choice of manual
and automatic transmis-
sions. It will be offered
with a 4x4 option. "With

an unmissable design,
thrilling performance
and high-end technology,
we continue to carry for-
ward the Mahindra lega-
cy of building authentic,
tough yet sophisticated
SUVs. With the all-new
Scorpio-N, we continue to
live and deliver our
brand promise of
'Explore the Impossible',"
Nakra said.

The all-new Scorpio-N
has been engineered and
designed at Mahindra
Research Valley (MRV)
near Chennai, Mahindra
North American
Technical Center
(MNATC) in USA and
Mahindra Design Studio
in Mumbai, according to
R Velusamy, President for
automotive technology
and product development
at M&M Ltd.

M&M to launch SUV ‘Scorpio-N’ on June 27

Coimbatore, May 21:  

Private carrier Vistara,
a joint venture of Tata
Group and Singapore
Airlines, on Friday inau-
gurated direct daily flights
between Coimbatore and
Delhi. The airline will also
start daily direct service
on the Mumbai-
Coimbatore route starting
May 27 and double the
number of daily flights on
the Bengaluru-
Coimbatore route from
June 3. "The launch of
daily direct flights to
Coimbatore from three
metro cities, at very con-
venient departure and ar-
rival timings, is an impor-
tant step towards offering
more connections to our
customers and densifying
our domestic network,"
Vistara Chief Executive
Officer Vinod Kannan
said. "With Coimbatore
emerging as a key hub for

trade and commerce be-
sides being a preferred
tourist destination, it is a
city that discerning trav-
ellers are increasingly fly-
ing to, giving us the oppor-
tunity to offer them our
award-winning services
on these routes too,"
Kannan added.

Schedule of the flights:
Departure from Delhi at
1145 hrs -- Arrival at
Coimbatore 1440 hrs,
Coimbatore - Delhi: Daily
1515 hrs - 1820 hrs.
Mumbai - Coimbatore:
Daily 1110 hrs - 1255 hrs,
Coimbatore - Mumbai:

Daily 1330 hrs - 1520 hrs,
Bengaluru - Coimbatore:
Daily 0700hrs - 0755 hrs,
Coimbatore - Bengaluru:
Daily 0830 hrs - 0930 hrs,
Bengaluru - Coimbatore:
Daily 1925 hrs - 2020 hrs,
Coimbatore- Bengaluru:
Daily 2055 hrs - 2145 hrs.

Vistara is India's high-
est-rated airline on
Skytrax and TripAdvisor,
and it has been the winner
of several 'Best Airline'
awards, besides being
lauded for its cabin clean-
liness and safety stan-
dards, the company re-
lease said.

Vistara announces direct flights to
Coimbatore from three metro cities

Mumbai, May 21: 

It’s that time of the year
when we are all divided
over jersey colours, but
united over a Bucket of
KFC chicken. And who
would’ve thought all that
loud cheering & scream-
ing (even over the last
piece of KFC Chicken)
could win you more of
your KFC favourites? Now
exercise those vocal cords
and give it your best shout,
with the first-ever voice-
activated mega offer on
the KFC App - Howzzat!
Download the KFC app,
click on the ‘Howzzat’ ban-
ner on the home screen
and shout “Howzzat” as
loud as you can; because
the louder you cheer, the
bigger the offer. Now it
doesn’t get bigger than

this, but you could get
louder for sure! Talking
about the App-solutely
new feature, Moksh
Chopra, CMO, KFC India
said, “We all know how
KFC is the perfect com-
panion for cricket match-
es. And now we’ve taken
this partnership a notch,
or rather, few decibels
higher. A first for the QSR
category, we have intro-
duced an app-exclusive
voice enabled offer that en-
courages fans to shout
‘Howzzat’.The louder they
cheer, the higher the dis-
count. This unprecedented
tech disruption is yet an-
other step in strengthen-
ing our new App. So, cheer
on your favourite teams
and ‘Howzzat’ your way to
amazing offers on the all-
new KFC app.”

KFC introduces voice enabled app,
encourages fans to shout ‘Howzzat’

Mumbai, May 21: 

HCL’s Roshni Nadar
Malhotra says demand en-
vironment robust; compa-
nies looking to accelerate
digital transformation

North Asia, Central
America, Eastern Europe
and Africa are newer geog-
raphies for the company,
she said, adding “this is
where we plan to grow in
the future as new frontier
countries, in addition to
our existing large geogra-
phies and markets”.

Citing her interactions
with various customers in
Europe and the US, Nadar
said their utmost priority
has been about accelerating
digital transformation pro-
grammes with efficiencies.
The demand environment
for technology “continues
to be robust” despite the
challenges seen over the
last two years, and global
clients have a razor-sharp
focus on accelerating digi-

tal transformation with ef-
ficiency, HCL Technologies
Chairperson Roshni Nadar
Malhotra said. North Asia,
Central America, Eastern
Europe and Africa are
newer geographies for the
company, she said, adding
“this is where we plan to
grow in the future as new
frontier countries, in addi-
tion to our existing large ge-
ographies and markets”.
“The last two years have
been unpredictable, chal-

lenging, and yet the de-
mand environment contin-
ues to be robust,” Nadar
said at a media briefing.
Citing her interactions
with various customers in
Europe and the US, Nadar
said their utmost priority
has been about accelerating
digital transformation pro-
grammes with efficiencies.
Nadar noted that the major-
ity of the company’s “very
steady healthy growth” has
come organically, and that
continues to be a focus for
the IT services provider.
“…Tuck in acquisitions,
specialised acquisitions,
which give us certain do-
main expertise and a cer-
tain strength in different
business lines is something
that we will do, but the
focus has been organic
growth.”And that’s some-
thing that we have demon-
strated very well over the
last couple of years, and we
continue to focus on that as
well,” Nadar said.

We plan to grow in the future as
new frontier countries: Roshni

New Delhi, May 21:  

India has exported
wheat worth USD 177 mil-
lion in March and USD 473
million in April even after
the Russia-Ukraine con-
flict started in late
February to help other
countries overcome food
crisis, sources said.

According to them,
India exported wheat even
at a time when about eight
nations, including
Ukraine, Belarus, Turkey,
Egypt, Kazakhstan and
Kuwait, had imposed
wheat export restrictions.
"Still, after the conflict
began on February 24,
2022, India has exported
wheat worth USD 177 mil-
lion and USD 473 million
in March and April, re-

spectively, despite facing
challenges of low wheat
production as a result of
extreme heat wave that en-
veloped the northern part
of the country that caused
shrivelled grains and re-
sultant drop in yield per
acre," one of the sources
said.

With the retail prices of
wheat and wheat flour ris-
ing by 14-20 per cent in
the last one year, the gov-
ernment, on May 13,
banned wheat exports to
control rising domestic
prices and ensure food se-
curity of India, neigh-
bouring nations and vul-
nerable countries. The G7
nations had criticised the
Indian government's deci-
sion to restrict the ex-
ports.

According to the DGFT
(Directorate General of
Foreign Trade) notifica-
tion, wheat exports are al-
lowed on the basis of per-
mission granted by the
Government of India to
other countries to meet
their food security needs
and based on the request
of their governments.
Among the wheat export-
ing countries, India
ranked 19th in 2020, 35th
in 2019, 36th in 2018 and
2017, which shows that it
has an insignificant share
(0.47 per cent) while seven
countries (Russia, the US,
Canada, France, Ukraine,
Australia and Argentina)
have largest share in the
overall quantity of wheat
export in the past five
years, sources said.

India exported wheat worth $177 mln
in March, $473 mln in April

New Delhi, May 21: 

Commerce and industry
minister Piyush Goyal
will lead the delega-
tion of ministers,
chief ministers and
business leaders at
the World
Economic Forum
in Davos from May
23-25, an official
statement said on
Friday. "This event
would further help
reinforce India's position
as an important and rele-
vant stakeholder in shap-
ing the global narrative,
particularly as India as-
sumes the presidency of
the G-20 in 2023," the com-
merce and industry min-
istry said. The WEF

(World Economic Forum)
will also be a platform to
project India as an attrac-
tive investment destina-

tion in view of its
robust economic
growth and stable
macroeconomic
indicators, it
added. The Indian
government delega-
tion would include
health minister
M a n s u k h l a l
Mandaviya, petrole-

um and natural gas minister
Hardeep Singh Puri, and
chief ministers and senior
ministers of six states
Madhya Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Telangana along with
senior officials.

Piyush Goyal to lead team
India at WEF in Davos

New Delhi, May 21:  

Total foreign direct investment
into India rose 2 per cent to the
"highest ever" USD 83.57 billion
in 2021-22 on account of vari-
ous measures like policy
reforms and ease of doing busi-
ness taken by the government,
the commerce and industry
ministry said on Friday. Total
FDI comprises equity inflows,
reinvested earnings and other
capital.
In 2020-21, the inflow stood at
USD 81.97 billion. It was USD
74.39 billion in 2019-20 and USD
62 billion in 2018-19. "India has
recorded the highest ever
annual FDI inflow of USD 83.57
billion in 2021-22," the ministry
noted in a statement. It said
that the foreign inflows are
increasing despite challenges
like a military operation in

Ukraine and COVID-19 pandem-
ic. These inflows have
increased 20-fold since 2003-04
when the inflows were USD 4.3
billion only, it added. The min-
istry also informed that FDI
equity inflow in manufacturing
sectors has increased by 76 per
cent in 2021-22 (USD 21.34 bil-
lion) compared to 2020-21 (USD
12.09 billion). FDI equity inflows
stood at USD 58.77 billion in
2021-22 against USD 59.64 bil-
lion in 2020-21. The ministry
said that in terms of top
investor countries, Singapore is
at the top with a 27 per cent
share, followed by the US (18
per cent) and Mauritius (16 per
cent) during the last fiscal. 
These trends "are an endorse-
ment of its status as a pre-
ferred investment destination
amongst global investors," the
ministry added. 

FDI inflow hits all-time high of
USD 83.57 bn in 2021-22

New Delhi, May 21: 

The price of CNG in the
national capital on
Saturday was hiked by Rs 2
per kg, the 13th increase in
rates in just over two
months. CNG in the nation-
al capital territory of Delhi
now costs Rs 75.61 per kg,
up from Rs 73.61 per kg, ac-
cording to the information
posted on the website of
Indraprastha Gas Ltd (IGL)
-- the firm which retails
CNG and piped cooking gas
in the national capital and
adjoining cities.

This is the 13th increase
in price since March 7. In
all, the CNG price has risen
by Rs 19.60 per kg during
this period. In the last one
year, prices have increased
by Rs 32.21 per kg or 60 per
cent, according to data com-

piled by PTI. However, the
rates of gas piped to house-
hold kitchens, called piped
natural gas (PNG), remain
unchanged at Rs 45.86 per
scm. City gas distributors
have been periodically rais-
ing prices since October
last year, when domestic as
well as international gas
prices started to climb as
economies around the
world recovered from the
pandemic-induced slow-
down. IGL Managing
Director Sanjay Kumar said
the prices are likely to re-
main elevated in the near
future due to high interna-
tional prices of natural gas.
CNG prices rose by Rs 8.74
per kg in the last three
months of 2021, and from
January there was a steady
increase of about 50 paise a
kg almost every week.

CNG price hiked by Rs 2 per kg; rates
up by Rs 19.60/kg in two months

New Delhi, May 21: 

Retirement fund body
EPFO has added 15.32 lakh
subscribers in March 2022,
over 19 per cent more than
12.85 lakh enrolled in
February this year. The
provisional EPFO payroll
data released on Friday
highlighted that it has
added 15.32 lakh net sub-
scribers in March 2022, a
labour ministry statement
said.

According to the state-
ment, a month-on-month
comparison of payroll
data shows an increase of
2.47 lakh net subscribers
in March 2022 compared to
the net additions during
February 2022.

Of the total 15.32 lakh
net subscribers added dur-
ing the month (of March),
around 9.68 lakh new
members have been cov-
ered under the provisions
of EPF & MP Act, 1952 for
the first time.

EPFO adds 15.32 lakh
net subscribers 

in March

B
ollywood debu-
tante Manushi
Chhillar reveals

about her preparation
for her role in Akshay
K u m a r - s t a r r e r
'Prithviraj' which is
based on the life of
Prithviraj Chauhan.

Manushi shares: "The
preparation schedule
for me was long and in-
tense. Adi sir and my di-
rector Dr
Chandraprakash ji
wanted me to go
through the drill before
I even gave my first
shot and looking back,
I'm thankful that I put
in the hard work."

The actress shares
that she also worked
on her dancing
skills for this
movie: "I'm a
trained classical
dancer and this
film made me
brush up my
dancing skills be-
cause I have
three songs in
the film! I had to
nail the chore-

ography, especially in
'Hadd Kar De'. It is a beauti-
ful Holi song and it needed
me to be precise and also
exhibit the fact that I could
dance well. I hope that I
have been able to show peo-
ple that I'm a hard-working
actor who is seeking perfec-
tion from my first film."

She adds: "I have miles to
go and lots to learn but my
eyes are on the prize. I had
to also pick up some inter-
esting skill sets like
archery and horse-riding! I
have to admit that I had a
lot of fun learning these. I
learned horse riding as a
kid because my father used
to take me and my siblings
for horse riding so I kind of
knew the basics of it but I
never had to hold the reins
or gallop with the horse."

"I have a horse riding se-
quence, however I am sit-
ting behind sir. So, it was in-
teresting to do that se-
quence. I'm a student of art.
So, every day was special on
the sets of the film because
I could learn so much and
return the next day, hungry
for more," she concludes.

ACROSS

1. Woeful word

5. Chip dip

10. Imitates

14. Unfurnished

15. Atlantic or Pacific

16. Authentic

17. Grasp

19. More

20. Movie music

21. Notched like a saw

23. Always, in poems

24. Shade source (2 wds.)

27. Medicinal herb

28. Oddball (sl.)

33. Early video game

36. Celebrity

39. Be nosy

40. Love, Italian-style

42. Historic time

43. Secretly marry

44. Discourage

45. Casino city

47. Hymn ending

48. Expresses scorn

50. Nibble

52. Breakfast cereal

55. Go downhill

58. Site of Napoleon's defeat

62. Singer Paul ____

64. English river

65. Unfriendly

68. Chilly

69. Copper, e.g.

70. She (Fr.)

71. Nocturnal birds

72. Sardonic wit

73. ____ belt

DOWN

1. Mistreat

2. Cyclist ____ Armstrong

3. Zeal

4. Observer

5. Mayday!

6. Drama division

7. Slightest

8. More sensible

9. President Jackson

10. Site

11. Hide

12. Relieve

13. Winter vehicle

18. Rod and ____

22. ____ Witherspoon of

"Pleasantville"

25. Angeles preceder

26. Parking timer

27. Concur

29. Relative by marriage (hyph.)
30. Space
31. Idiot
32. Not closed
33. Writing tablets
34. Portent
35. Short letter
37. "We ____ Family"
38. Scope
41. Blooper
46. ____ wing and a prayer (2 wds.)
49. Deli offering
51. Additionally
53. Copier's need
54. Slogan
55. Grin
56. Australian marsupial
57. Narrow channel
58. Texas city
59. Attest
60. Turnpike charge
61. Finishes
63. Sherbets
66. Bond creator ____ Fleming
67. Calculating
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Your courageous strength and desire to take
a leadership role may be threatening to oth-
ers today, Aquarius. Be careful of automati-
cally assuming the dominant position before
learning what other people feel about the
situation. You could make some drastic mis-
takes if you don't watch out for the well-
being of others. Things could get quite emo-
tional, so beware of potential flare-ups.

Aquarius: Jan 21 – Feb 18

You can cut through to the truth quite easily
today, Pisces, so don't hesitate to do so. If
you come to an intersection and no one
seems to know who should go next, take the
initiative and go. It might not be a bad idea
to signal your intentions to the other drivers
before you make your move. Being aggres-
sive with your actions doesn't mean you
have to be reckless.

Pisces: Feb 19 – Mar 20

You may want to keep your ship on an
even keel today, Aries, but remember
that no matter how hard as you try, this
simply might not be possible. The wind is
blowing pretty hard and you might just
have to trim your sails and go full speed
ahead. You'll move much more quickly,
but it will also mean that you'll be more
prone to capsizing. Live on the edge.

Aries: Mar 21 – Apr 20

This is your day to shine in many respects,
Taurus. The action you take is right on tar-
get, so draw back your arrow as far as you
can before letting it fly. There is a quiet
strength to your being that comes out
occasionally. When it does, people will note
it for miles around. Today gives you the
opportunity to display your incredible
strength and passion to the world. 

Taurus: Apr 21 – May 21

You could be wondering why everyone
has to be so serious and emotional all
of a sudden. You're likely to be feeling
this way, too. Take this as a reminder
that there are many different walks of
life and not all of them necessarily
intersect your path. Those forces are
apt to make themselves known in quite
a traumatic fashion today. 

Gemini: May 22 – June 21

Don't put up with anyone's shenanigans,
Cancer. Your time is too precious and your
energy too powerful to waste on those who
see you as a fair-weather friend or emotion-
al crutch. Concentrate on your own prob-
lems. If someone has a sob story, tell him or
her exactly what you think. No need to pad
the honest truth with a bunch of fluff just to
make the other person feel good.

Cancer: June 22 – July 22

You may have the intellectual side of
the equation completely set in your
head, Leo. You've collected all the facts
and have all the data worked out in
such a way that it's impossible for any-
one to fault your calculations. Don't
think you're done, because there's one
part of the picture left to consider -
emotions. 

Leo: July 23 – Aug 23

Other people might have a hard time nav-
igating through the day, thanks to the
intensity and corruption that's likely to
surface. You have nothing to worry
about, Virgo, because your adaptable
nature is perfectly suited to dealing with
the stubborn forces that are likely to rear
their heads. 

Virgo: Aug 24 – Sept 22

Secure your bunker and make sure it's
fully stocked with heavy artillery,
because there is bound to be a battle,
Libra. Trust that you need to be fully
prepared in order to enter the fight
today, because you do. There are some
battles that you actually like - the ones
that get things rolling and produce
results. 

Libra: Sept 23 – Oct 23

You tend to get quite emotional about
things even though you don't always
show it prominently to the outside world,
Scorpio. The difference today is that
more people are likely to be openly acting
out their emotions, so you, in turn, could
feel safer about exposing your true feel-
ings to the people around you. 

Scorpio: Oct 24 – Nov 22

If situations get too hot and heavy,
Sagittarius, your first instinct is to run
away or jump to the next subject before
anyone notices you're avoiding the seri-
ous ones. That's one way to deal with
today's intensity, but deep down you
know it isn't the best. 

Sagittarius: Nov 23 – Dec 21

Your actions today could take an investigative
approach, Capricorn. You're able to probe
much more deeply than usual as you search
people's eyes for the answers you seek. Feel
free to take aggressive action based on your
gut instincts. Use your powerful emotions as a
tool instead of something that holds you back.
People may come to you for advice, and
you're in the perfect position to give it.

Capricorn: Dec 22 – Jan 20
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Manushi Chhillar
on how she

prepped for her
role in ‘Prithviraj’ P

unjabi actor-singer
Ammy Virk is set to
headline the film

'Oye Makhna' with direc-
tor Simerjit Singh at the
helm of affairs.

The film, a rom-com,
also stars Tania Singh,
who was last seen with
Ammy in the super-hit
'Qismat 2'.

Commenting on the de-
velopment, 'Qismat' hit-
maker Ammy Virk, said
in a statement, "I am real-
ly looking forward to this
film and I think fans are
in for a real cinematic
treat. This is the biggie
that will push the Punjabi
rom-com into a new
space. Simerjit always
knows how to create
something special every
time we work together
and this film is no excep-
tion. To connect with a
pan-Indian production
house like Yoodlee is also
a big plus as our reach
will increase substantial-
ly thanks to them."

The film is a joint pro-
duction between Yoodlee
Films, (Saregama's film
production studio) and
Simerjit Singh
Productions in collabora-
tion with Ammy Virk
Productions.

Sharing his excitement
on the project and the bid
to promote regional con-
tent, Siddharth Anand

Kumar, VP - Films
Saregama said, "We are
extremely bullish on the
regional space in content

and believe that the
Punjabi Film Industry
has much to offer audi-
ences across the world.
Simerjit is a wonderful di-
rector and he is bringing
a lot of his signature bril-
liance to the film."

"Also, to have a talent
like Ammy Virk headline
this project as the lead
and as a co-producer
makes for a winning com-
bination. Ammy and
Simerjit have given some
of the iconic Punjabi box
office winners of the last
5 years and this one will
be one more great addi-
tion to the list", he added.

The film, which also
stars Guggu Gill and
Sidhika Sharma, will ar-
rive in theatres on
September 9.

Director Simerjit
added, "Ammy and I have
always had a great equa-
tion and fans have en-
joyed our association and
now Yoodlee has brought
us together once again. I
am sure, this film will be
unlike anything either of
us has done. I am looking
forward to this film and
hope that audiences will
go in big numbers to
watch it on the big screen
on 9th September."

Ammy Virk to headline
Punjabi film ‘Oye Makhna’

Tanishaa
Mukerji

reveals her
weight loss
and fitness

regime

A
ctress Tanishaa
Mukerji, who is
known for her

work in Bollywood as well
as south films, talks about
her fitness regime post
Covid.

She says: "These past 2
years were a different
time indeed with Covid
killing our strength and
stamina but now it's time
to lose those days and get
back on the horse. I'm on
my personal fitness plan
and following basic rules
of healthy eating and ex-
ercising." The actress fur-
ther briefs about the exer-
cises and other routines
she is following for fitness.
"I lost a lot of muscle and
strength after being diag-
nosed with Covid as I
could not keep up with my
fitness regime but now I'm
all geared up to make a de-
termined effort to get fit
again and to build
strength and flexibility
with yoga, functional
training, weights and pi-
lates," adds the actress
who has worked in
'Sssshhh..'. and Tamil
movie 'Unnale Unnale'.

S
w aya m v -
ar- Mika
Di Vohti

will be one of
the most prom-
ising shows as
the excitement
for it from its
first announce-
ment was mind-
boggling for the
fans. The
show’s concept
is to find a per-
fect Vohti for
our very own
musical sensa-
tion Mika Singh.
The makers of the show have gone all
out for the promo shoots and market-
ing of the show. The grapevines that al-
ways happen around the show are just
some surprisingly small teasers of the
grand show.

Mika Singh has many great friends
in the industry, many of which as the
fans know are approached to come on
the show, whilst on that, even our
dhadak Phogat girls, Geeta and Babita
might make an appearance. And if
they do then oh my! It’s gonna be super

fun. They will be coming to help Mika
in making his decision easier. Babita
has quite experienced the journey of
love and marriage with her husband,
so she can surely give some good tips.
Having such sporty women will surely
raise the stakes even more than before.
It’s always fun to watch the trio on
screen and that too for the first time
ever. Stay tuned for more engrossing
updates. The show is to be slated on
Star Bharat on June 9, 2022. Don't miss
out!

Phogat Sisters to help Mika take his decision

I
f you are an 80's or 90's
kid, there are a few
things you cannot for-

get – video cassettes, sin-
gle screen magic,
Sridevi’s Hawa Hawaii
and India’s extremely
cool Invisible superhero –
Mr. India! Directed by the
legendary Shekhar
Kapoor, Mr. India became
the pioneer film in
Bollywood's fantasy
genre and still remains
untouchable when it
comes to cinematic bril-
liance. With a cutting-
edge cast including Anil
Kapoor as Mr. India,
Amrish Puri as
Mogambo, Sridevi as
Seema and Satish
Kaushik as Calendar

along with remarkable
child artists, this film has
had a substantial amount
of influence on today’s
pop culture and has man-
aged to redefine the era of
entertainment in the 80’s.
Evoking the right kinds of
emotions even today, rem-
inisce the nostalgia with
Zee Bollywood’s 101% en-
tertaining celebration of
35 glorious years of Mr.
India on 25th May at 2 pm.

Way ahead of its time,
the film featured some
class-apart visual effects
that wowed the audience,
the classic fight between
the good and evil was dis-
played with fresh story-
telling and multi-layered
character portrayal.

Zee Bollywood to celebrate
35 years of iconic ‘Mr. India’
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Gwangju (SK), May 21 (PTI):

The Indian men's com-
pound archery team on
Saturday came from be-
hind to prevail over
France by two points in an
intense finish to win the
gold medal in successive
World Cup stages.

Unheralded Mohan
Bhardwaj also shared the
limelight as he stunned
reigning world champion
Nico Wiener en route to
winning a dream World
Cup individual silver
medal as Indian com-
pound archers outshone
their much-fancied re-
curve teammates.

A day after the Olympic
discipline recurve archers
ended their campaign
with a solitary bronze (in

women's team event),
India bagged one gold, one
silver and one bronze in
the compound section on
Saturday to end their
World Cup Stage 2 cam-
paign with five medals.

That the compound
archers bagged one gold,
one silver and two bronze
from India's total medal
count of five summed up
their dominance com-
pared to the TOPS-sup-
ported Olympic discipline
recurve archers.

India began the day
with the men's compound
team dishing out a superb
fightback to prevail over
France 232-230 to win the
gold medal.

In a repeat of the Stage 1
final, the fourth-seeded
men's team, comprising

Abhishek Verma, Aman
Saini and Rajat Chauhan,
found itself trailing
against its sixth-seed ri-
vals in the first two ends.

But riding on an immac-
ulate finish in the third
end the trio sealed a 232-
230 win over its French
counterparts Adrien
Gontier, Jean Philippe
Boulch and Qentin Baraer
to win the World Cup
Stage 2 gold.

In the last World Cup
final at Antalya in April,
the same Indian trio had
defeated France by one-
point.

"It's our second consecu-
tive win (this season). We
were the best in Turkey
and we proved it again. We
are very happy about
that," Verma said.

Verma & Co win successive
World Cup archery gold Bangkok, May 21 (PTI):

A profligate P  Sindhu faltered
in the semifinals of the Thailand
Open, going down in straight
games to Olympic champion and
world number four Chen Yu Fei
of China here on Saturday.

Sindhu, a two-time Olympic
medallist, lost 17-21 16-21 to third
seeded Chen in 43 minutes to end
an impressive run in the Super
500 tournament.

Sindhu, seeded sixth, enjoyed
a 6-4 head-to-head count coming
into the match but she was not
her usual best and committed
too many unforced errors
against the Chinese, who played
aggressive badminton to come
up trumps against the Indian.

The 26-year-old from
Hyderabad had also lost to Chen
the last time the two faced off at
the 2019 BWF World Tour Finals.

Sindhu was the first to log
points but Chen strengthened
her defence and kept the rallies
alive with her overall game to
push the Indian to commit er-
rors.

After an initial 3-3 battle, Chen
broke off with a cross court slice
on her rival's forehand. Looking
for precision, Sindhu fluffed the
lines and Chen was spot on with
her video referrals as she led 11-7
at the interval in the first game.

Things didn't change much as
Chen continued to dominate the
rallies with Sindhu finding the
net and going wide and long, the
Chinese managed to extend her
lead to 17-12.

Sindhu won a few points with
a couple of precise cross court
returns on Chen's backhand to
make it 15-17 but the Chinese dis-

posed off a short lift from
Sindhu next to break the run of
play.

The Indian again sent the
shuttle long and then to the net
to hand five game points to
Chen, who squandered two be-
fore pocketing the first game
with Sindhu again finding the
net.

The world number 7 Indian
produced a better show in the
second game, leading 6-3 before
making it 10-5. But Chen soon
found her bearings as she mixed
her shots well to gather three
successive points.

Sindhu, however, managed to
go into the break with a narrow
two-point cushion after wining a
25-shot rally.

But the world number 4 soon
tightened her game and turned
the tables as Sindhu continued
her erroneous run, allowing
Chen to move to a 15-12 advan-
tage.

Sindhu managed to narrow it
to 15-17 with a precise return
that just kissed the lines but she
again went wide with a cross
court return.

Chen then produced a winner
on Sindhu's forehand before
sending another one at the fore-
court to grab five match points.
The Chinese squandered one
with a long shot before sealing
the contest with a body smash.

Sindhu, who has won two
Super 300 titles at the Syed Modi
International and Swiss Open
and a bronze at Badminton Asia
Championships this season, will
next compete at the Indonesia
Masters Super 500 scheduled to
be held in Jakartka from June 7
to 12.

Sindhu loses in Thailand Open semifinals

Sindhu,
a two-time

Olympic medallist,
lost 17-21 16-21 to third

seeded Chen in 
43 minutes.

Mumbai, May 21:

'I want to help India
win the Asia Cup and
the T20 World Cup,
that's the motivation,'
Virat Kohli told Star
Sports.

'I have to move for-
ward, maintain a bal-
ance, get some rest,
some rejuvenation,
once I'm in the mind-
set, then there's no
looking back, and
[it's] great fun. My
main aim is to help
India win the Asia
Cup and the World
Cup and for that I am
ready to do anything
for the team,' he
added.

Kohli didn't light
up IPL 2022 with his
batting, but showed a
spark of form with
his brilliant 73 off 54
balls that saw Royal
C h a l l e n g e r s
Bangalore beat

Gujarat Titans by 8
wickets on Thursday.

Agreeing with for-
mer head coach Ravi
Shastri that he needs
to take a break, Kohli
said, 'It's a very
healthy thing to think
of especially with the
amount of cricket
that we play nowa-
days and the amount
of cricket that I have
played in the last 10-
11 years.'

'It's only a thing of
creating a balance
and finding that bal-
ance which is right
for you as an individ-
ual moving forward,'
he added, 'and I'll defi-
nitely discuss this
with all the people in-
volved -- Rahul bhai
(Dravid), the Indian
team management,
everyone to chart out
whatever is best for
myself and for the
team definitely.'

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI):

India on Saturday
named a 24-member
women's hockey team, to
be led by Savita Punia, for
the European leg of the
the FIH Pro League match-
es in Belgium and
Netherlands in June.

The team will play six
matches from June 11 to 22
ahead of the FIH Hockey
Women's World Cup to be
held in Spain and the
Netherlands from July 1-
17.

India play hosts Belgium
on June 11 and 12 in
Antwerp before shifting
base to Rotterdam, the
Netherlands, to face
Argentina (June 18 and 19)
and USA (June 21 and 22).

Savita will continue to
lead the team though star
striker Rani Rampal is
likely to return to action
after she made her last ap-
pearance at last year's

Tokyo Olympics. Rani was
under rehabilitation after
recovering from a pro-
longed hamstring injury.
She was named in the
Indian squad for the last
two matches of the FIH
Pro League in
Bhubaneswar against the
Netherlands last month
but did not play.
Experienced defender
Deep Grace Ekka will be
the vice captain of the
team which also has junior
World Cup stars like Bichu
Devi Kharibam, Ishika
Chaudhary, Akshata
Abaso Dhekale, Baljeet
Kaur, Sangita Kumari and
Deepika.

Rajini Etimarpu and
Mahima Chaudhary -- who
will be the captain and vice
captain respectively of the
Indian team for the June 4-
5 FIH Women's Hockey 5s
in Switzerland -- as well as
Rajwinder Kaur have been
named as standbys.

India names team for 
FIH Women’s Pro League,

Savita remains captain

I want to help India win
the World Cup: Kohli

Mumbai, May 21 (PTI):

Their play-off hopes
dashed, both Sunrisers
Hyderabad and Punjab
Kings will be keen to end
their IPL season on a win-
ning note when the two
teams clash in a dead rub-
ber here on Sunday.

Both teams were
knocked out of the play-off
race when RCB defeated
table-toppers Gujarat
Titans on Thursday.

The Sunrisers will be
without the services of
their skipper Kane
Williamson, who has re-
turned to New Zealand for
the birth of his second
child.

In his absence, either
Bhuvneshwar Kumar, who
has led the side previously,
or Nicholas Pooran are are
likely to captain the
Sunrisers in their last
game this season.

While Sunrisers man-
aged to snap their five-
match losing streak by
eking out a narrow three-
run win over Mumbai
Indians, Punjab suc-
cumbed to a 17-run loss to
Delhi Capitals.

The fact that Mayank
Agarwal and Co. could not
win two games in a row

sums up their inconsistent
run all season. High on
spirits after thrashing
RCB by 54 runs, PBKS suf-
fered an inexplicable bat-
ting collapse in their must-
win against Delhi.

The Punjab bating unit
has been plagued by incon-
sistencies and will need to
fire in unison to build or
defend a huge total.

If not for the star batters
-- Jonny Baitsow and Liam

Livingstone, Shikhar
Dhawan -- Punjab Kings
have reliable Jitesh
Sharma, one of the finds
of this IPL, to finish the
match or take them to a
good total.

On the bowling front,
lead pacer Kagiso Rabada
(22) continues to be the
highest wicket taker
among fast bowlers this
season. The South African
has bowled at an average

of 16.72 with an economy
of 8.36.

Arshdeep Singh (10) has
impressed many with his
ability to land yorkers at
will and has done especial-
ly well in the death overs.

The Sunrisers, on the
other hand, won five back-
to-back matches and
looked on course for a top 2
finish but injuries to their
frontline bowlers
Washington Sundar and T
Natarjan deflated their
campaign as they slumped
to a five-match losing
streak. Skipper
Williamson's wretched
form didn't help their
cause either.

On the bowling front,
pace sensation Umran
Malik, who enjoyed a good
outing in the previous
game, is likely to keep the
speed gun radar busy.

Sunrisers also found
star Afghan bowler in the
form of medium pacer
Fazalhaq Farooqi, who did
the tremendous job in the
previous game.

Both Bhuvneshwar and
Farooqi will be eyeing an-
other good outing, while
Natarajan will have to for-
get the hammering by Tim
David and find a way to
nail his yorkers again.

Mumbai, May 21 (PTI):

Emerging stars like Umran
Malik and Mohsin Khan could
be rewarded for their IPL per-
formances while old-horses
Shikhar Dhawan and Dinesh
Karthik are likely to return to
the T20 set up when the India
squad is picked for the home
series against South Africa on
Sunday. All-rounder Hardik
Pandya, who has not played for
India since the T20 World Cup
last year, has shown form and
fitness in the IPL and is set to
be included in the squad for the
five-game series beginning June
9. He is finally back to bowling

regularly, which was critical in
his national comeback bid.
After a two-month long IPL and
with the Test team due to
depart for England on June 15,
some of the all-format players
including Rohit Sharma, Virat
Kohli, Rishabh Pant and Jasprit
Bumrah could be rested for the
home series. 
A similar squad is also expected
to be picked for the two T20s in
Ireland later in June. If that is
the case, the captaincy responsi-
bility could go to either Dhawan,
who led in Sri Lanka last year, or
Hardik who has impressed as a
leader in his debut season for
Gujarat Titans.

Mumbai, May 21 (PTI):

Chennai Super Kings
found it challenging to
match their "catastrophic
success" in IPL 2022 where
the defending champions
were not "good enough" to
win tight games, feels
head coach Stephen
Fleming.

One of the most success-
ful sides in the IPL, the
four-times champions
ended their campaign at
the penultimate spot, man-
aging just four wins in 14
games.

"There was mixed suc-
cess. We sort of stuttered
our way through. We had a
number of games that
were close, but we were
not good enough to get

across the line. "That's the
normal story of the season
we don't qualify," Fleming
said after CSK's five-wick-
et loss to Rajasthan Royals
on Friday.

The New Zealander
added that the team, com-
prising several new play-
ers, found it challenging to
play the same way as pre-
vious seasons.

"When you start a new
cycle and have a number of
new players and a new dy-
namic in the team it can be
testing.

"We suffered from cata-
strophic success so just
trying to play the same
way, continue from our
last four years, which were
very successful, is a real
challenge.

Chennai, May 21:

Indian teenager Rameshbabu
Praggnanandhaa stunned
World champion Magnus
Carlsen for the second time
this year as he claimed victory
over the Norwegian at the
Chessable Masters online
rapid chess tournament. The
16-year-old, who also won
their duel at the Airthings
Masters in February, took
advantage of a one-move
blunder by Carlsen in the clos-
ing stages to stay in the hunt
for a place in the knockout
stages. Praggnanandhaa this
week said he was in the mid-
dle of his school exams but did
not want to miss the opportu-
nity of testing himself against
a stellar field.

Warsaw, May 21 (PTI):

Indian chess legend
Viswanathan Anand con-
tinued his superb form on
the second day of the
rapid event of the
Superbet Rapid and Blitz
Poland tournament here
on Friday, posting victo-
ries in rounds four and
five before local hero Jan-
Kryzstof Duda halted the
winning streak in the
sixth. Anand is ahead of
the field with five wins and
a draw, tallying 11 points
after six rounds.

After jumping the lead
on day one with three im-
pressive wins, the veteran
Indian Grandmaster, got
the better of Ukraine's
Kirill Shevchenko in the
first match of the day. He
followed it up with a bril-
liant victory over the high-
ly-rated Lev Aronian.

In the sixth round,
Anand took on Polish star
Jan-Kryrzstof Duda in a
French Paulsen Attack
game and the duo settled
for a draw in 51 moves.

Playing as a wildcard in
the tournament, the
Indian ace had on

Thursday defeated
Radoslaw Wojtaszek of
Poland in the first round,
before getting the better of
American Wesley So and
Anton Korobov (Ukraine).

The event, which is part
of the 2022 Grand Chess
Tour, boasts of a strong
field that includes Fabiano
Caruana (USA), Aronian,
So and Rapport apart from
Anand.

A player gets two points
for a win in the rapid and
one point for a draw.

After nine rounds of
Rapid, the players will
take part in a Blitz event
over two days with each
player coming up against
the nine others twice.

On selection radar for South
Africa series: Malik, Mohsin, DK

Superbet Rapid tourney:
Indian GM Anand continues

bull run, leads field

Sunrisers, Punjab aim to finish on a highCSK were not good enough
to win close games: Fleming

Praggnanandhaa
stuns Carlsen again

at Chessable
Masters

Kolkata, May 21 (PTI): 

If there are evil people
in the world, there are also
heroes fighting them, said
American thought-leader
and social entrepreneur
Vanessa Bouche, as she
virtually joined the ninth
anti-trafficking conclave
hosted by the US consulate
in Kolkata, in partnership
with Delhi-based NGO
Shakti Vahini.

The conclave on Friday
brought together stake-
holders, including stu-
dents, teachers, traffick-
ing survivors, police per-
sonnel and government
representatives, from
across West Bengal,

Jharkhand, Bihar and
Assam on one platform,
where stories of rescue,
rehabilitation and meas-
ures to end the menace
were shared amid cheers
and appreciation by all.

Shakti Vahini, which
had been working with
law enforcement, state
agencies and the civil soci-
ety to combat human traf-
ficking and violence
against women and chil-
dren, advocated for inter-
state collaboration to
strengthen prevention
nets and expedite recue
and rehabilitation work.

Rishi Kant, the co-
founder of Shakti Vahini,
said, When the Union gov-

ernment issued an adviso-
ry in July 2020 for traffick-
ing prevention in high-
source areas due to vul-
nerabilities caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic, we at
once started holding cam-
paigns in various places.
Due to the leads provided
by the communities, sev-
eral cases of trafficking
could be prevented during
transit.

The NGO has undertak-
en intensive workshops
and awareness campaigns
in North- and South-24
Parganas in Bengal, be-
sides three other districts
of neighbouring states
Simdega in Jharkhand,
Morigaon on Assam and

Sitamarhi in Bihar seek-
ing to empower local lead-
ers, women and girls to
fight against the scourge
of trafficking and create
awareness among their
communities.

During the second year
of the pandemic, 1,910 po-
lice personnel were trained
in Bengal. The initiative di-
rectly provided support in
250 cases, leading to the re-
covery of 89 children in the
state, Kant noted.

Lauding the measures,
Melinda Pavek, the US
consul general in Kolkata,
pointed out that human
trafficking cannot be
solved by one country or
entity alone.

‘Patience, decency help
one progress in public life’

Lucknow, May 21 (PTI): 

Patience and decency
are the virtues that help
one progress in public life,
said Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
cautioning members of
the state Assembly
against personal interests
and interference in offi-
cial work. In his address to
the state Assembly, the
CM said he is of the view
that the more practical a
public representative is,
the easier it is for him to
communicate with the
public and live up to their
expectations.

"I have seen that nega-
tivity can never take a
public representative for-

ward," he said. "In public
life, a person's patience
and decency always takes
him forward while haste,

affection for (government)
contracts and interference
in every single matter
leads to his downfall," he
said. The chief minister
also claimed that casteism
does not exist in the state.

"If politics of casteism
is true them how Suresh
Khanna is a nine-time
MLA from Shahjahanpur
and Satish Mahana elect-
ed from Kanpur for the
eighth time," he asked.
The chief minister said
public representatives
should serve interests of
the state and the country.
"If we live up to the expec-
tation of the public in a
positive manner, then peo-
ple will also continue to
support us," he said.

New Delhi, May 21 (PTI): 

Union Environment
Minister Bhupender
Yadav on Saturday said
efforts to improve air
quality have shown posi-
tive trends in cities across
the country and partici-
pative governance holds
the key to achieving what
India aspires.

Addressing the
'Sensitization cum
Review Workshop
National Clean Air
Programme' (NCAP) in
Chennai, he said it was
time to make 'clean air for
all' a participative mis-
sion.

NCAP is a national-
level strategy for a 20 per
cent to 30 per cent reduc-
tion in PM2.5 and PM10
concentration by 2024,
with 2017 as the base year
for comparison.

The programme covers
132 non-attainment cities
which do not meet the
prescribed national ambi-
ent air quality standards.

Yadav said India will
comprehensively achieve
the objectives of NCAP
with the participation, co-
ordination, collaboration,
and sustained efforts of
all stakeholders.

"The air quality im-
provement efforts have
shown positive trends in
cities across the country.

But if we wish to achieve
what we aspire, 'Jan
Bhagidari' or participa-
tive governance holds the
key," he said.

He praised Tamil Nadu
saying the air quality in
Chennai, Madurai and
Trichy, all three million-
plus cities, is within the
national ambient air
quality standards.

Yadav also lauded the
Tamil Nadu Pollution
Control Board for its e-
commute programme,
under which all the offi-
cials of the board use
non-fossil fuel-driven ve-
hicles to commute to of-
fice every Wednesday.

The minister appealed
to the youth to become ac-
tive agents in the mission
to improve air quality by
adopting sustainable
lifestyles, appropriate be-
haviours and attitudes.

Sidhu lodged in Barrack No.10 of Patiala jail

Patiala, May 21 (PTI): 

Congress leader Navjot
Singh Sidhu, who has
been sentenced to one-
year jail term in a road-
rage case, has been lodged
in Barrack No.10 at the
central jail here and did-
n't have dinner on the
first night, sources said
on Saturday.

Sidhu has been lodged
in the barrack with four
other prisoners, said the
sources. He didn't have
dinner as he had already
taken his meal, they said,
adding that the former
state Congress chief is
prisoner number 1,37,683.

The 58-year-old former
cricketer on Friday had
surrendered before a
court here and later sent
to the Patiala Central Jail.
He was sentenced to one-

year rigorous imprison-
ment by the Supreme
Court in the 1988 road-
rage case. As Sidhu has to
undergo rigorous impris-
onment, he will also have
to work in the prison.

Another high-profile
prisoner lodged in jail
here in connection with a
drug case is Shiromani
Akali Dal leader Bikram
Singh Majithia, who had
contested against Sidhu
from Amritsar East.
Sidhu and Majithia had
both lost the elections to
AAP's Jeevan Jyot Kaur.

The SC had on
Thursday sentenced
Sidhu to one-year rigor-
ous imprisonment in the
34-year-old case, saying
any undue sympathy in
imposing an inadequate
sentence would do more
harm to the justice sys-

tem and undermine the
public confidence in the
efficacy of law. A 65-year-
old man, Gurnam Singh,
had died in the incident.

When reporters sought
Sidhu's reaction to the
verdict on Thursday, he
had declined to comment.
However, he had later
tweeted to say he "will
submit to the majesty of
the law".

Though the apex court
had in May 2018 held
Sidhu guilty of the of-
fence of "voluntarily
causing hurt" to the man,
it had spared him a jail
term and imposed a fine
of Rs 1,000.

Gurnam Singh's family
had sought a review of
the judgment, which was
allowed by the SC.

Sidhu, a former BJP
MP, had switched over to

the Congress ahead of the
2017 assembly polls.

Sidhu began his politi-
cal innings in 2004, con-
testing the Lok Sabha
elections on a BJP ticket
from Amritsar, where he
shifted his base from
Patiala. He defeated
Congress heavyweight R
L Bhatia.

The former cricketer's
relationship with the
Badal family soured even
though the Shiromani
Akali Dal was a BJP ally
then. And then he had
problems with the BJP
after the party fielded
Arun Jaitley from
Amritsar in the 2014 Lok
Sabha polls.

Though he was accom-
modated in the Rajya
Sabha later, the maverick
politician quit the party
to join the Congress.

‘NEP aimed at making youths
stand tall in all spheres’

Deomali (Arunachal

Pradesh), May 21 (PTI): 

Union Home Minister
Amit Shah Saturday said
that the New Education
Policy (NEP) has been
framed with the objective
of making the country's
youth "competent enough
to stand tall in all spheres
of life".

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi intro-
duced the NEP on the oc-
casion of 75 years of
Independence based on
human values and educa-
tion, along with scientific
approach and artificial in-
telligence, the home minis-
ter said addressing the
golden jubilee celebration
of Ramakrishna Mission
School at Narottam Nagar
here in Tirap district.

The New Educational
Policy of 2020 has incorpo-
rated in it all observations
of Swami Vivekananda, a
philosopher and disciple
of Sri Ramakrishna
Paramahansa and founder

of the Ramakrishna
Mission 125 years ago, he
said. Quoting Swami
Vivekananda's philosophy
on education, he said it is
the medium for making
people intelligent, to bring

out the inner strength of
the people and give it a di-
rection. If education can-
not prepare a person to
tackle all challenges in life,
then it is futile . If educa-
tion cannot mould the
character of a human
being, it is useless, he said.

Terming 21st century as
the "century of knowl-
edge", Shah said that ef-
forts are on to make the
youth of the country com-
petent enough to stand at
par with those across the
world. The aim of the NEP
is to create youth who can
compete with the youth
from foreign countries," he
added. Lauding RKM, he
said Treating patients in
its hospitals and impart-
ing quality education, it
has exhibited exemplary
commitment for which the
nation salutes it," he said.
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath
addresses MLAs during
Prabodhan programme, at
Tilak Hall, Vidhan Bhawan,
in Lucknow, Saturday.
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Needy collect the food distributed by Tibetans in New Delhi, Saturday. 

CARE FOR NEEDY

Students celebrate during annual convocation of Patna University, in Patna, Saturday.

CELEBRATION TIME

Union Home Minister Amit Shah being welcomed by
Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Prema Khandu, upon his
arrival in Deomali, Saturday. 

Didn't have dinner on first night

Chouhan to step out with 
handcart to collect toys for

anganwadi children
Bhopal, May 21 (PTI): 

Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Chouhan
has announced that he
will be stepping out with a
handcart to collect toys for
children of anganwadis in
a bid to create awareness
about eliminating malnu-
trition in the state.

The chief minister, in a
statement on Friday, said
it was necessary to en-
courage public participa-
tion in the operation of an-
ganwadis. "I will go out in
Bhopal with a handcart to
collect toys for children of
anganwadis.

It is my one mission to
connect people to this
work. Why should our

children remain malnour-
ished? It is not the duty of
an anganwadi worker
alone to free children of
malnutrition.

There should be aware-
ness in the society,"
Chouhan said. Expressing
hope for public participa-

tion, the chief minister
said more and more people
should be motivated to
adopt anganwadis under
the Adopt an Angnawadi
programme. According to
sources, Chouhan may
hold this programme on
May 24.

‘Gimmick’ of CM: Cong
The state Congress, however, termed the chief min-

ister's announcement as a "gimmick". State Congress
chief Kamal Nath said the ruling BJP have to hold
some event or the other to hit the headlines. "He
(Chouhan) thinks that by using a cart or doing such a
gimmick, he will mislead people of the state. But I
have full faith in voters and people of the state that
they will finally recognise the truth and support it,"
Nath said. The BJP doesn't talk about the unemploy-
ment, power crisis and farmers issues, but is involved
in such a gimmick, he said.

‘Efforts to improve air quality
show positive trends’

Bhupender Yadav

Court denies
anticipatory bail

to George 
Kochi, May 21 (PTI): A
Sessions Court here on
Saturday dismissed the
anticipatory bail plea filed
by senior politician P C
George in connection with
a hate speech case. The po-
lice had registered against
George on May 10 for his
objectionable remarks
during a speech, which he
delivered in connection
with a temple festival at
Vennala in Ernakulam
district. Additional
District and Sessions
Judge, G Girish, rejected
the plea of the senior
politician.

The case was registered
under IPC 153 (promoting
enmity between different
groups) and 295 A (deliber-
ate and malicious acts, in-
tended to outrage religious
feelings of any class by in-
sulting its religion or reli-
gious beliefs). Earlier,
George, who was the chief
whip while Congress-led
UDF was in power, had
sparked off a controversy
by asking non-Muslims in
Kerala to avoid restaurants
run by the community.

Addressing a pro-
gramme organised as part
of the Ananthapuri Hindu
Maha Sammelan here late
last month, the former
Kerala Congress leader
had alleged that tea laced
with "drops causing impo-
tence" were sold in
Muslim-run restaurants to
turn people "infertile" in a
bid to "seize control" of the
country.

HATE SPEECH CASE

Stories of survival and crusade 
resonate at anti-trafficking conclave 


